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features

John Bianchi: 
An American Legend
128
Dennis Adler
John Bianchi was a soldier, a police officer and a 
competitive shooter. Of course he is best known 
as the world’s foremost holster maker—an 
innovator who has left a remarkable legacy. 

Taken By Storm: Beretta’s .45s
214
Wiley Capp
In its Storm carbine and pistol, Beretta serves 
up the stout .45 ACP cartridge from sleek 
packages whose ergonomics carry on a 
formula for which the Italian company has 
become famous. 

Guns Of The 
Falklands War
224
Martin K.A. Morgan
In 1982, Argentine troops occupied a 
group of islands known to them as the 
Malvinas, but to the British they were 
the Falklands. The result was a ground 
war that pitted troops with remarkably 
similar arms against each other.  
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EXPERTS
IN THE
FIELD

OFFICIAL JOURNAL OF THE NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA
The NRA, the foremost guardian of the traditional American right to “keep and bear arms,” believes 
every law-abiding citizen is entitled to the ownership and legal use of firearms, and that every 
reputable gun owner should be an NRA Member.  —Wayne R. LaPierre, Executive Vice President

Taurus’ Triple Threat 
114
Aaron Carter
Among the company’s wide array of 
handguns, Taurus’ three newest pistols 
stand out as options for personal 
protection. Deciding which one is best 
for you requires forethought. 

To Forge The Strongest Freedoms, 
Swing The Biggest Hammer
104
Wayne LaPierre
This election season, anti-gunners are hoping NRA members fall into the 
trap of apathy. Your voice within NRA and your vote mean the difference 
between victory and defeat for your freedoms. 

“Karamoja” Bell’s .275 Rigby
150
Harry Selby
One of the most storied hunting rifles in the 
world, W.D.M. “Karamoja” Bell’s .275 Rigby was 
used by Robert Ruark and legendary 
professional hunter Harry Selby and his family.

Harry Selby’s Rifles
168
Robert P. Williams
Professional hunter Harry Selby spent 50 seasons on safari in Africa, and in 
that time developed a keen sense of rifles and ballistics formed from hard-
earned experiences and the instincts that they forge.  
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features

THE COVER: W.D.M. “Karamoja” Bell was one of the most legendary hunters in 
Africa. By chance, author Robert Ruark happened by Westley Richards 
when this .275 Rigby built on a Mauser action was in the shop 
from Bell’s estate. Ruark presented it to his godson, Mark Selby, 
and it was used by professional hunters Harry and Mark Selby in 
Botswana. It returned to Africa last year with American hunter  
Mike Evans. For more on one of the most storied hunting rifles of all 
time, turn to Harry Selby’s story beginning on p. 168. Photo by  
Hannele Lahti. Design by David J. Labrozzi. 

Second Amendment 
Victories Gain Momentum
28
Chris Cox
Like perfectly placed dominoes, NRA is selecting key 
cases across the country to knock down laws affecting 
your firearm freedoms.

Safari Grade: 
Federal Premium Ammunition
198
John Zent
Federal revitalized classic dangerous-game cartridges 
with its Premium Safari line, helping spark new interest in 
big-bore shooting. 
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The “Foreign” Rifle: U.S. Krag-Jorgensen
178
Bruce N. Canfield
America’s first repeating, smallbore, smokeless-powder 
military rifle, the U.S. Krag-Jorgensen was slick, fast and 
accurate—but it was also obsolete even before it went 
into production. Taurus’ Triple ThreaT

Harry Selby on 

.275 Rigby

John Bianchi:
An American Legend

Safari Grade:
Federal Premium Ammunition
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AR-15 .223 
Bushmaster
30 Rounds, New, Aluminum
MAG-066 … $15.97

H&K G3 .308
20 Rounds, German 
Factory, Steel, Used
MAG-303 … $1.97

Charles Daly AR-15 .223
30 Rounds, Blued Aluminum 
MAG-093 … $13.97

AK-47 7.62x39
30 Rounds, Gray Steel
MAG-0202 … $11.97

M1 .30 Carbine
15 Rounds, Blued
MAG-343 … $5.97

M14, M1A .308
20 Rounds, Parkerized Steel
MAG-3572 … $9.97

Eagle 10/22 .22LR
30 Rounds, Smoke
MAG-416 … $8.97

GLOCK 17 9mm
17 Rounds, Factory
MAG-240 … $21.97

Taurus PT92, 99 9mm
15 Rounds, Blued
MAG-700 … $14.97

S&W Model 5900 9mm
15 Rounds, Blued Steel
MAG-641 … $16.97

Beretta 92FS 9mm
18 Rounds, Not Factory
MAG-129 … $19.97

Sig P226 9mm
18 Rounds, Not Factory
MAG-490 … $19.97

LR .308
19 Rounds, Black Steel
MAG-523 … $21.97

763-310

www.CheaperThanDirt.com  800-421-8047
Cheaper Than Dirt! America's Ultimate Shooting Sports Discounter Visit our website for the largest 

selection of ammunition, 
magazines, and shooting gear.

Mention this Code

Prices Subject to Change
763-310

Magazines

FREE 
CATALOG!

800-421-8047
www.CheaperThanDirt.com

When You Call 
or Go Online!

Great place 
to buy and sell 

your stuff!

www.CheaperThanDirt.com

AUGUST 2010 • CATALOG #308    

6" Green 
Light SticksLasts 12 hours, package of ten.ZAA-150 … $9.97

Salute Garrison Cannon 5x3" … GIFT-150

Kennesaw Black Powder CannonsYour Choice … $29.97

Field Cannon, 8x4.5" … GIFT-155

Remington® Golden Saber .357JHP, 125 Grain, 25 RoundsAMM-311 … $19.79

American Eagle® .40 S&WFMJ, 155 Grain, 50 RoundsAMM-534 … $20.79

Tula .223FMJ, 55 Grain, 20 RoundsAMM-2900 … $5.09

BVAC .32 AutoFMJ, 73 Grain, 900 fps, 50 RoundsAMM-304 … $17.39

BVAC .38 SpecialJHP, 125 Grain, 1050 fps, 50 RoundsAMM-3324 … $15.59

Winchester Ranger 9mmSXT, 147 Grain, 50 RoundsAMM-4311 … $24.19

Winchester Ranger .40 S&WJHP, 155 Grain, 50 RoundsAMM-564 … $19.79

Wolf 7.62x39HP, 122 Grain, 20 Rounds AMM-649 … $4.59

American Eagle .308FMJ, 150 Grain, 2820 fps, 20 RoundsAMM-65970 … $14.19

DRT® .223JHP, 79 Grain, 20 RoundsAMM-268 … $22.29

Enhanced MRE MealsMREs Feature 12 Complete Meals MRE-865 … $69.97

AK-47 7.62x3930 Rounds, Gray SteelMAG-0202 … $11.97

Beretta 96/PX4 13 Rounds, .40 S&W, Blued SteelMAG-128 … $19.97

GLOCK 17 9mm17 Rounds, FactoryMAG-240 … $21.97
GLOCK 19 9mm15 Rounds, Factory MAG-248 … $18.97

Bushmaster .22330 Round, Aluminum with No Tilt Follower, Factory
MAG-066 … $15.97

M1 Carbine 15 Rounds, Blued Steel, New, KCI ManufactureMAG-343 … $5.97
Mini-14 .223Factory, Blue Steel, 20 RoundsMAG-390 … $34.97

MecGar 9mm Sig P226
18 Rounds, Anti-Friction Coating Flush FitMAG-490 … $19.97

Remington 59730 Rounds, .22LR, Clear, Factory MAG-216 … $15.97

MAGAZINES
MAGAZINES

30 Rounds, .22LR, 
MAG-216 … $15.97

Pocket HolsterFits Pocket AutosZAA-917 … $5.97

Firefield Tactical 5X MagnifiersSCP-246 … $89.97

2.5 Gallon Fuel CanUsed, Grade II ConditionZAA-055 … $14.97

6" Green 
Light SticksLasts 12 hours, package of ten.ZAA-150 … $9.97

Lasts 12 hours, 

Salute Garrison Cannon 5x3" … GIFT-150

Enhanced MRE MealsMREs Feature 12 Complete Meals MRE-865 … $69.97

5X MagnifiersSCP-246 … $89.97

Fuel CanUsed, Grade II ConditionZAA-055 … $14.97

6" Green 

www.CheaperThanDirt.com

6" Green 

CheaperThanDirtCheaperThanDirtCheaperThanDirtCheaperThanDirt
800-421-8047

01 August 2010.indd   1
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Federal .223/5.56 
XM193

FMJBT, 55 Grain, 
20 Rounds

AMM-207 … $8.49

American Eagle 
.40 S&W

FMJ, 155 Grain, 
50 Rounds

AMM-534 … $20.79

BVAC .22LR
HP, 36 Grain, 

500 Round Brick 
AMM-055 … $22.19

Winchester 
Ranger 9mm

FMJ, +P, 124 Grain, 
50 Rounds 

AMM-4310 … $16.59
American Eagle 

.308
FMJBT, 150 Grain, 

20 Rounds 
AMM-65970 … $14.19

Winchester 
Ranger .40S&W

JHP, 155 Grain, 
50 Rounds 

AMM-564 … $19.79

F I R E A R M S
BUSHMASTERBUSHMASTER

®

30 Rounds, Blued Aluminum 

30 Rounds, Gray Steel

DRT .223
79 Grain, 20 Rounds 
AMM-268 … $22.29

DRT .380
HP, Powder Core, 

85 Grain, 50 Rounds 
AMM-3271 … $33.89

American Eagle 
9mm

FMJ, 124 Grain
50 Rounds

AMM-436 … $12.19

Winchester 
12 Gauge 
Super-X

2¾”, 00 Buck, 9 
Pellets, 1325 fps,

 5 Round Box, 
AMM-826 … $4.19

Ulyanovsk .223
FMJ, 55 Grain, 

20 Rounds
AMM-2907 … $4.19

Tula .45 Auto
FMJ, 230 Grain, 

50 Rounds
AMM-5290 … $14.39

Tula 9mm
FMJ, 115 Grain, 

50 Rounds
AMM-4700 … $9.49

Silver State 
Armory 6.8 SPC 

HP, 115 Grain, 
20 Rounds

AMM-593 … $17.44

Ulyanovsk 7.62x39
FMJ, 122 Grain, 

20 Rounds
AMM-6407 … $4.19

Federal® 9mm
JSP, 95 Grain, 

50 Rounds
AMM-457 … $12.69

Hornady .17 HMR 
Varmit Express 
V-MAX, 17 Grain, 

50 Rounds 
AMM-046 … $11.69

AR-15, M4 Carbine 
Quad Rail Forearm 

Made in the U.S.A.
ARR-238 … $69.97

Diamond M4 
Carbine Forearm
ARR-9630 … $99.97

Double 
Mag 

Pouch
KEY-118 

$9.97

Starlight Rifle Case
Weighs 21 Pounds, 
Measure 6x13x38"

CASE-055 … $199.97

Starlight Rifle Case
Weighs 21 Pounds, 

.50 Caliber 
Ammo Can

Grade I Condition, 
11x7x5½”

ZAA-095 … $11.97

Tuckable Leather 
Holster for GLOCKS

ZAA-829 … $9.97

Protech® Fighting 
Load Bearing Vest
MOLLE-357 … $19.97

KA-BAR® TDI Knife
2" Blade, 55⁄8" Overall, 
Zytel Handle Sheath

DBA-811 … $36.97

SWAT 
Responder Bag

17x13x8"
BAG-059 … $29.97BAG-059 … $29.97

MODGEAR 
Shotgun Scabbard
MOLLE-250 … $39.97

763-310.indd   1 6/23/10   4:15 PM
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■ The left side features a
depiction of Independence Hall in Philadelphia, site of the
adoption of the Declaration of Independence and the United States
Constitution. Also featured is a portrait of the Father of Our Country,
George Washington. Next to Washington, a banner reads, “Founding
Fathers Second Amendment Tribute.” Beneath it sits a rolled copy of the
United States Constitution and a quill pen similar to the one used by the
historic document’s esteemed signers. The left side also features a portrait of
Thomas Jefferson, America’s third President and a primary author of the Declaration of Independence. 

■ The right side features a portrait of Benjamin Franklin, one of the most outspoken Founding Fathers, and a 
man of many talents. Behind an illustration of the Constitution is the iconic “Betsy Ross flag,” featuring thirteen
stars arranged in a circle. Also featured is a portrait of James Madison, known to be the “Father of the
Constitution.” Next to Madison, you’ll find one of the most recognizable symbols of the American Revolution, the
Liberty Bell, famously sounded on July 8, 1776 to summon citizens for the reading of the Declaration 
of Independence. 
■ Both sides of the slide feature a banner reading, “The Right To Keep And Bear Arms,” along with 
the number ‘76’ encircled by the 13 stars of the legendary Betsy Ross flag. It’s a powerful reminder of 
1776, the iconic year of American independence. All artwork is featured in stunning 24-karat gold and 
nickel with a blackened patinaed background to highlight the details of the artwork. 

“No freeman shall ever be debarred the use of arms.” – Thomas Jefferson

The Founding Fathers
Second Amendment® Tribute

In 1776, a citizen army challenged one of the greatest military powers in the world and
emerged victorious. They fought to realize the dream of the United States of America. And with
victory came wisdom.

The Founding Fathers, a group of brilliant leaders, soldiers and statesmen, vowed to make
certain that no government would ever again oppress the people of their new nation. Together
they drafted a series of documents that would guide, govern and inspire future generations.
And at the heart of those inspired documents, they instilled a list of freedoms that would be
guaranteed for every citizen, including the undeniable words of the Second Amendment:

“A well regulated militia, being necessary to the security of a free state, the 
right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed.”

As a firearms enthusiast, you know that the authors who penned these truths, the inventors
of American democracy, included those words for a reason.

Now, America Remembers is proud to offer an exclusive new Tribute in honor of our
country’s first patriots and the freedoms they stood for: The Founding Fathers Second Amendment
Tribute Pistol. Craftsmen commissioned specifically by America Remembers have captured in
magnificent detail the iconic portraits and classic design of this handsome Tribute Pistol,
honoring the spirit of the Second Amendment and the legendary Founding Fathers who built
our nation. 

In choosing the perfect canvas for the Founding Fathers Second Amendment Tribute Pistol,
America Remembers sought a pistol that has proved itself through history and has remained
a favorite of both shooters and fine firearms collectors alike: the legendary Colt .45 Pistol.
An Exclusive Limited Edition

With only 500 Founding Fathers Second Amendment Tribute Pistols available, demand is
expected to be very strong. We will arrange delivery of your working Tribute through a licensed
firearms dealer of your choice. If you are not completely satisfied with your Tribute after your
personal inspection, you may return it within 30-days in original unfired condition for a
complete and courteous refund.

Now is your opportunity to honor the founding fathers of America, who forged our nation
and imparted the freedoms that make it great. The Founding Fathers Second Amendment
Tribute Pistol will stand as a reminder for future generations what it means to be an American
citizen, and will be a reminder of the important rights our forefathers guaranteed us.

Display Case
Available
An optional custom-
built, wooden display
case is available for
purchase.

America Remembers®

10226 Timber Ridge Drive, Ashland, Virginia 23005
www.americaremembers.com

To place your reservation toll-free call 
1-800-682-2291

I wish to reserve ___ of the “Founding Fathers Second
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technical

WARNING: All technical data in this 
publication, especially for handloading, 
reflect the limited experience of individuals 
using specific tools, products, equipment and 
components under specific conditions and 
circumstances not necessarily reported in 
the article and over which the National Rifle 
Association (NRA) has no control. The data 
have not otherwise been tested or verified 
by the NRA. The NRA, its agents, officers and 
employees accept no responsibility for the 
results obtained by persons using such data 
and disclaim all liability for any consequential 
injuries or damages. See asterisked (*).

* NO ADVERTISED ITEM IS INTENDED FOR 
SALE IN THOSE STATES, OR IN THOSE 
AREAS WHERE LOCAL RESTRICTIONS 
MAY LIMIT OR PROHIBIT THE PURCHASE, 
CARRYING OR USE OF CERTAIN 
ITEMS. CHECK LOCAL LAWS BEFORE 
PURCHASING. MENTION OF A PRODUCT 
OR SERVICE IN ADVERTISEMENTS OR 
TEXT DOES NOT NECESSARILY MEAN 
THAT IT HAS BEEN TESTED OR APPROVED 
BY THE NRA.

OFFICIAL NRA POSITIONS ARE 
EXPRESSED ONLY IN STATEMENTS 
BYLINED BY NRA OFFICERS OR IN 
ARTICLES IDENTIFIED AS SUCH.

THE EDITORS ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE 
FOR UNSOLICITED MANUSCRIPTS OR 
PHOTOGRAPHS.
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Guns Of The Falklands War
Images of the men and guns, British  
and Argentine, are featured from the  
epic 1982 conflict.

John Bianchi—An American Legend 
Dennis Adler’s new book on holster icon 
John Bianchi includes hundreds of photos, 
and here we present more on Bianchi and 
his designs.

Top 10: Guns Of The Falklands War
When American Rifleman rated the “Top 10” 
handguns and infantry rifles, two guns from the 
Falklands War used by both sides made the list. 
They are the Browning Hi-Power and FN FAL.



For a complete listing of this month’s “American Rifleman Television” show segments 
and air dates, and for exclusive American Rifleman web stories and blogs, visit:

www.americanrifleman.org

Stories

Blogs

Harry On Hunting
Legendary professional hunter Harry Selby is 
interviewed by Robert Parvin Williams on his more 
than a half-century of hunting the gamefields  
of Africa.

The Truth Of The Matter: African Hunting
Editorial Director John Zent sets the record straight 
on the real, positive effects hunting has had on 
African game. When it comes to conserving 
populations of elephant and rhino, for example, 
hunters are the animals’ best friends.

Clapp On Handguns
Field Editor Wiley Clapp shares more than a half-century of 
experience and knowledge in the technical and historical 
aspects of handgunning. 

Industry Insider 
Cameron Hopkins goes inside to bring you the latest information 
about the firearms, shooting and hunting industries. 

The RackAttack
Our own www.americanrifleman.org blogger Paul Rackley 
is an NRA Pistol and Personal Protection instructor and a 
proponent of being prepared for anything. Here he shares 
tips and tactics for training and self-defense. 

The Armed Citizen Blog
Can’t get enough “Armed Citizen” from the magazine? 
Read additional accounts of Americans using their Second 
Amendment rights to defend home and family. 



ast year, I was fortunate enough to travel to 
Botswana for “Benelli On Assignment” with the 
firm’s Steve McKelvain, Joe Coogan, Steve Otway, 
fellow writer Bob Williams, and Mike Evans and 
his then-fiancée, now wife, Amy. We were hunting 

in the Okavango Delta, the very same area professional 
hunter Harry Selby hunted for decades. As a matter of fact, 
Williams interviewed Selby for “Harry Selby’s Rifles”  
(click here for the story) as we transited back through 
Maun on our way to the Kalahari.

Evans is one of the owners of the Evans Group, likely 
the foremost firearm sales group in the nation. He is a 
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keen hunter and shooter, as well as a collector and 
an enthusiast of African hunting and Africana. A few 
years ago, Evans had the opportunity to purchase 
one of the most famous hunting guns in the world. 
That rifle, a Sackett Street, London, John Rigby & 
Sons magazine rifle in .275 Rigby built on a Mauser 
action, is one of the most storied hunting rifles 
extant. Used by W.D.M. Bell, Ruark, and Mark, Harry 
and Gail Selby—then by Mike and Amy last year—
it is the rifle on this month’s cover and depicted in 
the story written for us by Selby, “‘Karamoja’ Bell’s 
.275 Rigby” (click here).

Mike, among his many jobs in the firearm 
industry, ran the gun department at Abercrombie & 
Fitch long before it became today’s hipster retailer. 
When the great name made a comeback, including 
in a mall near NRA’s offices, needless to say I was 
disappointed to find rack upon rack of trendy clothes 
I had no business wearing and no gun department. 
No, Evans worked the old-school Abercrombie, a 
place where a hunter might purchase everything, 
from the rifle he would use to the camp furniture 
he might want for an African safari. It was when he 
worked for Abercrombie & Fitch that Evans met 
Malcolm Lyell. If you look closely at the bill of sale 
made out to Robert Ruark (click here), you will see 
that the man who sold “Karamoja” Bell’s .275 and 
a .450/400 to Ruark in London was Malcolm Lyell, 
who years later became good friends with Evans.

As we were working on this issue, three friends of 
mine from West Virginia, Will Keaton, Charlie Carl 
and Joe Milleson, came here to NRA HQ for a tour of 
the National Firearms Museum. After showing them 
the thousands of guns in the museum, I presented 
the Bell rifle, after which Keaton said, “This is 
probably the most important hunting rifle in the 
world.” Perhaps, but I had surprise for them. With 
Mike Evans’ encouragement, the four of us fired a 
round each out of the Bell/Ruark/Selby rifle, and 
you can watch the video as well as read an article 

More on the Web

www.americanrifleman.org
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written for the Rifleman back in 1954 by W.D.M. Bell 
himself at www.americanrifleman.org. 

The .275 Rigby was introduced in 1907 and was also 
known as the .275 High Velocity or .275 Rimless. It is nearly 
identical to the 7x57 mm Mauser cartridge introduced 
in 1892 and subsequently sold to the Spanish military. 
While American troops used .30-40 Krag-Jorgensen rifles 
(if they were fortunate enough not be issued .45-70 Gov’t 
“Trapdoor” Springfields) during the Spanish-American 
War (click here to see Field Editor Bruce N. Canfield’s “The 
Foreign Rifle”), Spanish troops were using charger-loading 
Mausers chambered in 7x57 mm.

Small world.

Sincerely,

American Rifleman     Oct 2010
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Kimber® designed the Super Carry series with singular purpose – to be the fi nest concealed carry 
pistols available today. Special frame and slide serrations engage directionally, locking the grip 
and ensuring fl awless slide operation. A round heel frame provides snag-free comfort. Stainless 
steel slides and light weight aluminum frames wear KimPro II,™ a proprietary high-tech fi nish that is 
self-lubricating and extremely durable. Night sights, ambidextrous thumb safety and match grade 
barrel, chamber and trigger are included. Super Carry – the new standard of personal defense.

©2010 Kimber Mfg., Inc. All rights reserved. Kimber names, logos and other trademarks may not be 

used without permission. Names of  other companies, products and services may be the property of  

their respective owners. Kimber firearms are shipped with an instruction manual and California-approved 

cable lock. Copy of  instruction manual available by request.

Kimber, One Lawton Street, Yonkers, NY 10705 (800) 880-2418

Super Carry Ultra™ .45 ACP weighs 
just 25 ounces, and a 3-inch barrel 
makes it easy to conceal. Magazine 
capacity is 7 rounds.

Super Carry Ultra™ .45 ACP weighs 
just 25 ounces, and a 3-inch barrel 
makes it easy to conceal. Magazine 
capacity is 7 rounds.

Super Carry .45 ACP pistols from the 
Kimber Custom Shop™ are an extraordinary 
blend of function, power & elegance. The 
Super Carry Pro™ has a 4-inch barrel.

Super Carry pistols have specialized 
features like night sights with cocking 
shoulder, round heel frame and 
unidirectional serrations.

T H E  C H O I C E  O F  A M E R I C A ’ S  B E S T

kimberamerica.com

Unequaled performance.
 Uncompromising quality.

Super Carry Custom™ .45 ACP 
has a 5-inch barrel but weighs just 
31 ounces. As a full-size carry pistol, 
it has no peer.



the armed citizen

Ken Easler was alarmed when he 
heard someone walking upstairs. 
The 73-year-old knew it wasn’t 

his wife since he’d just visited her at 
the market. Easler quickly obtained his 
Ruger P85 9 mm handgun and used it 
to confront the intruder. “I know he was 
scared,” Easler recalled. “I told him, ‘You 
do anything sudden, you’re liable to 
end up dead.’”  The police, who said the 
suspect had a long list of prior charges, 
praised Easler’s actions. “That’s why we 
have [guns], to protect ourselves,” said 
Spartanburg, S.C., Sheriff Chuck Wright.  
“I think [Easler] did a good job. … That’s 
the reason why good, honest citizens have 
a right to bear arms.” (The Herald-Journal of 
Spartanburg, Spartanburg, SC, 06/28/10)
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If you intend to rob someone, you should probably ensure your 
victim isn’t employed at a gun range—a mistake allegedly made by 
a pair of teenage gang members. According to police, the illegal-

gun-wielding teenagers confronted the victim at his apartment. One 
of the teens fired a shot and demanded money. “Okay, I’m going to 
give you my money,” the man said. He then walked into his apartment. 
The teens thought he was going to get his wallet, but in reality he was 
retrieving his handgun. Once it was in his possession, he spun around 
and fired five shots, four of which struck the intruders. One suspect was 
killed. The other suspect was wounded and will face charges.  
(WMC-TV, Memphis, TN, 07/04/10)

A man, his wife and his school-age brother were asleep in their 
apartment when an intruder forced his way inside. Illegally 
wielding a gun, the suspect ordered the tenants into the 

bathroom. The male tenant asked to retrieve a blanket—a ruse to 
go get his pistol. Police said he returned and fired a single shot, 
wounding the intruder and causing him to flee the apartment. The 
suspect, who has several felony convictions, was arrested at the 
hospital when he sought treatment. (Tulsa World, Tulsa, OK, 07/05/10)

Residents of a neighborhood suffering from a string of terrifying 
burglaries decided they’d had enough. At least two residents 
obtained firearms for home defense. One resident, Daniel 

Guajardo, borrowed a friend’s 12-ga. shotgun after his home’s third 
invasion. According to police, a few months later a burglar approached 
Guajardo’s home, and it wasn’t likely his first visit. Guajardo was not home, 
but his nephew, Clinton, was there. The burglar burst through the door 
and Clinton ran for the shotgun. He opened fire, killing the intruder. 
Neighbor Frank Villanueva said he knew the burglary spree would end 
badly for the suspect. “I was waiting for them,” he said. “If it hadn’t been 
Clint, it would have been me.” (Express-News, San Antonio, TX, 07/13/10)

Some profess that a shotgun is the ideal home-defense firearm. 
They’ll probably hear no argument from a Colorado Springs 
man. He was upstairs keeping an eye on his infant daughter 

when he heard someone force the rear sliding-glass door open. 
Police said the homeowner got his shotgun and stood guard at 
the stairway. Meanwhile, the burglar had obtained his wallet and 



keys. When the burglar appeared, 
the homeowner’s shotgun boomed. 
The burglar, who was not injured, ran 
out the back door so quickly that he 
dropped the homeowner’s wallet and 
keys in the yard as he fled. (The Gazette, 
Colorado Springs, CO, 07/30/2010)

Tulsa criminals were taught a lesson 
when two young men armed with 
screwdrivers followed a woman 

across a parking lot. As she opened her 
apartment door, the men sprang on 
her, demanding money and trying to 
push their way inside. The woman gave 
them money, but when one of the men 
ordered her to undress, she drew a snub-
nosed revolver from her purse and shot 
him. A fight broke out and the woman’s 
boyfriend ran outside to help. Although 
she took several blows to the head, the 
woman kept shooting. Four shots later, 

one suspect was wounded and his  
accomplice lay dying. The woman was 
not seriously injured. “It seemed to be a 
courageous act, protecting their home 
and their [lives],” said police Capt. Travis 
Yates. “They were shaken up, but it was sort 
of impressive—they weren’t hysterical.” 
(Tulsa World,  Tulsa, OK, 07/15/10)

Police said a pair of would-be 
robbers got the jump on a 
homeowner as he slept. When 

he awoke, the intruders were already in 
his bedroom and one of them illegally 
possessed a gun. But the homeowner 
was not about to give up. He sprang 
to his feet and wrestled with the pair. 
Several shots were fired in the struggle. 
The homeowner broke free, retrieved his 
handgun and fired upon the men. One of 
the intruders was killed. His accomplice 
fled. (WDIV-TV, Detroit, MI, 07/05/10)

the armed citizen
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Studies indicate that firearms are used more than 2 million times a year for personal protection, and that the 
presence of a firearm, without a shot being fired, prevents crime in many instances. Shooting usually can be 
justified only where crime constitutes an immediate, imminent threat to life, limb, or, in some cases, property. 
Anyone is free to quote or reproduce these accounts. Send clippings via e-mail to armedcitizen@nrahq.org, or 
by mail to “The Armed Citizen,” 11250 Waples Mill Road, Fairfax, VA 22030-9400. For bonus online features, visit 
“The Armed Citizen Blog” at www.americanrifleman.org.

If you have a firsthand “Armed Citizen” experience, 
call NRA-ILA PR/Communications at (703) 267-1193.
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standing guard
By Wayne LaPierre, Executive Vice President

Armed Citizens  
Are America’s  
“Saving Grace” 

Given the Obama administration’s 
shameful history of neglect and deceit 
when it comes to effectively sealing 

our borders against the growing invasion 
of violent criminal aliens, President Barack 
Obama and his majority Congress might as 
well order the national colors hauled down 
from every official border crossing along the 
2,000-mile U.S.-Mexican border.

In opposing completion of the Bush-era 
high-tech barrier—which only covers 640 
miles of our vast border with Mexico—and 
with the administration withholding funds for 
a “virtual fence,” they might as well replace Old 
Glory with the white flag of surrender. 

Locking down our border is critical. Every 
day our soil is invaded by thousands of 
criminal aliens and drug smugglers. They 
simply cross in places where there is no 
modern, high-tech barrier.

Those in Congress and in the administration 
who have failed to fix our broken border have 
allowed the influx of 595,000 violent criminal 
aliens now threatening our cities, suburbs and 
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even rural communities that are seeing the effects of the Mexican 
cartel-driven drug trade:

Twenty-nine percent of felons in U.S. prisons are criminal aliens; 
a majority of those on the FBI’s most wanted murder list are illegal 
aliens; and 95 percent of murder warrants in Los Angeles are for 
criminal aliens.

Congressional emergency funding for more Border Patrol 
personnel is long overdue, but without a true barrier, more feet on 
the ground at the border is like sticking a band-aid on a gushing 
chest wound.

Look no further than to the testimony of the friends and family 
of 58-year-old Arizona border rancher Robert Krentz, a respected, 
loving husband and father who was ambushed and brutally 
murdered on the morning of March 27, 2010. His body was found 
on his own property next to his wounded and dying dog.  
Police surmise that the killers were drug runners scouting passage 
into the U.S. since their tracks led back to Mexico. An NRA Life 
member, Krentz was the victim of rampant violence—a casualty 
of a war the Justice Department calls “the biggest organized crime 
threat to the United States.”

At the NRA Annual Meetings in Charlotte, N.C., I had the honor 
of introducing his family—Susan, his wife of 32 years; his daughter 
Amanda; and his sons, Frank and Andy, also Life members. Perhaps 
one of the most emotional moments I’ve ever experienced was 
participating in the overwhelming standing ovation they received 
from NRA’s family of members. And if any single event has charged 
the public demand for true border security by citizens all across our 
nation, it is the murder of Robert Krentz.

A recent Rasmussen survey demonstrated that “68 percent of U.S. 
voters now believe the United States should continue to build a 
fence on the Mexican border.” 

The massive border fence already constructed is effective enough 
that drug traffickers and smugglers have moved from places like 
San Diego and El Paso to areas without the new barrier.

One section of that unfinished border fence ends near the small 
town of Fort Hancock, Texas, where Hudspeth County Sheriff Arvin 
West worries that a 50- or 100-mile strip along the Rio Grande 
border will someday be totally ceded to illegal crossers due to 
federal inaction.

That’s already happened with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service’s 
“closure of refuge lands adjacent to border.” Closed? Under the 
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Obama administration, American soil is off-limits to Americans, but 
not to drug runners and criminal aliens who infest that public land.

The town of Fort Hancock and Sheriff West were featured in a 
candid segment on ABC’s “Nightline” that aired July 29, 2010. The 
sheriff, like many southwest law enforcement officers, has a cartel 
price on his head.

ABC’s Terry Moran said that most Americans have no idea what people 
are experiencing along what he repeatedly called “our broken border”:

“Arvin West recently gave the residents of Fort Hancock a simple 
message: ‘Arm yourselves.’”

That was Moran’s introduction to the sheriff, who told the nation:
“The saving grace here in America versus Mexico is [that] Americans 

are allowed to arm themselves. Mexicans aren’t. The bad guys don’t 
know who can shoot back. …”

Moran asked, “That makes a difference?”
Sheriff West replied, “It makes a big difference. I don’t need to reach 

out to the federal government for reinforcement. I just put the word 
out to my local citizens. They’ll come armed and running.”

But it shouldn’t have come to this. Not if those in Congress charged 
with protecting Americans from foreign criminal invasion did their 
jobs. But when it comes to real border security, they are AWOL.

This is about violent criminals invading our country. This is about 
national security. This is about defense of our homes and families 
against well-organized and violent criminal gangs. And with crime 
soaring as a result of not enforcing our laws, anti-gun politicians use 
that as an excuse to blame you and me and our Right to Keep and 
Bear Arms. They would disarm the very Americans Sheriff West called 
to action. It’s a cynical and sinister cycle that must be stopped. 

If you are as concerned as I am about the future of our country and 
the steady decline of our freedoms, strength and hope—fight back!

On Nov. 2, remember Robert Krentz and vote for tough-on-crime 
candidates to put an end to this crisis in our country.

standing guard
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For news about legislation and your NRA, visit: www.nraila.org, www.nranews.com and www.nra.org.
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president’s column
By Ronald L. Schmeits, President

Will Gun-Owning 
Voters See The 
Dangers On  
The Horizon?

At 7:02 a.m. on December 7, 1941, two 
radar operators at the Opana Radar Site 
on Oahu detected aircraft approaching 

the Hawaiian island. They reported their 
findings to a superior who, believing them to 
be U.S. Army Air Corps B-17 bombers en route 
to Hawaii, told the radar operators not to worry.

The radar operators continued tracking the 
planes for almost 40 minutes before losing 
contact, then left the radar site to get breakfast. 
By then, the infamous Japanese sneak attack on 
Pearl Harbor was well underway.

What if Americans had correctly 
interpreted—and heeded—the early warning 
signs that appeared on the radar that morning?  
Might they have scrambled U.S. aircraft, hauled 
anchors on U.S. warships and prepared to fend 
off the attack? And if they had, might they have 
saved some of the nearly 2,500 Americans who 
were killed that day?

Hindsight, they say, is always 20/20.
So as we approach elections that are sure to 

have fateful and far-reaching consequences 
for your firearms and your freedoms, I want to 
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remind you of the warning signs that draw closer even as you read 
my words.

The dangers advancing on our freedoms today share many 
parallels to those that approached Pearl Harbor on the “day that will 
live in infamy.”

Like the American forces stationed at Pearl Harbor, many gun 
owners today believe that their freedoms are safe.

Lulled into complacency by our recent Supreme Court victories in 
the Heller and McDonald cases, too many American gun owners think 
the fight is finished.

But the fight isn’t finished. In fact, our firearm freedoms may be in 
greater danger today—because the enemies of those freedoms sense 
division and distraction from within the ranks of gun owners.

That’s why, as NRA president, I want you to know what we’re up 
against, so you can carry the word to the allies we’ll need to defend 
our Right to Keep and Bear Arms from the assault that’s surely 
coming—if not yet visible on the horizon.

Right now, some of the most anti-gun politicians ever seen in 
Washington control some of the most powerful leadership positions 
in Washington:

• U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer, who was chief author of the Clinton 
semi-automatic gun ban, now chairs the Senate Rules Committee;

• U.S. Sen. Dianne Feinstein, who co-authored the Clinton gun 
ban with Schumer and who said of that ban, “If I could have gotten 
51 votes ... for an outright ban, picking up every one of them—Mr. 
and Mrs. America, turn them all in—I would have done that.”  Last 
year, Feinstein told the Senate, “I am prepared to wage the assault 
weapons battle again and I intend to do so”; 

• U.S. Sen. Dick Durbin who, as chairman of the Senate Judiciary 
Subcommittee on Crime and Drugs, last year joined with Feinstein in 
blaming your rights and your guns for drug cartel violence in Mexico.

The White House has made its own gun-ban intentions just as clear.

If these politicians strengthen their position in the November 2 
elections this year, our firearms and our freedoms could face a 
surprise attack as devastating as Pearl Harbor.
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During his presidential primary  
campaign, Barack Obama vowed to 
reimpose a ban on firearms lawfully 
owned by millions of Americans. Within 
three days of his election, Obama’s White 
House transition website confirmed his 
intentions, along with other anti-gun 
agenda items.

During confirmation hearings, Obama’s 
appointee for attorney general, Eric 
Holder, audaciously asserted that gun 
bans and bans on common centerfire 
hunting rifle ammunition would not 
violate the Second Amendment.

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, 
on a trip to Mexico City, echoed Sens. 
Feinstein and Durbin in blaming U.S. 
gun laws for the criminal carnage in 
Mexico and said, “There’s no doubt in my 
mind that the 10 years we had an assault 
weapons ban in America was one of 
the tools that helped to drive down the 
crime rate.”

The dangers we face are by no means 

limited to Washington. 
Anti-gun mayors, like Michael 

Bloomberg in New York City and 
Richard Daley in Chicago, continue 
doing all they can to nullify our recent 
Supreme Court victories in their own 
cities and impose big-city-style gun 
prohibition—and the violence and 
victimization that go with it—upon you 
and me in every corner of America.

If these politicians strengthen 
their position in the November 2 
elections this year, our firearms and our 
freedoms could face a surprise attack as 
devastating as Pearl Harbor.

So don’t ignore the clear and present 
danger signs—and don’t let anyone else 
who cares about freedom do so, either.

Register to vote. And on Election Day, 
use your freedom to vote—and vote 
freedom first.

For news about legislation and your NRA, visit: 
www.nraila.org, www.nranews.com and www.nra.org.

president’s column
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As soon as the Supreme Court 
decided in McDonald v. City 
of Chicago that the Second 

Amendment protects all Americans’ 
fundamental, individual Right to Keep 
and Bear Arms, NRA members began 
to ask me two questions: What’s our 
next move? And where will NRA start 
the next wave of litigation to advance 
gun owners’ rights? 

The answers are simple: We’ve 
already started some of the next 

cases. And those cases  
are everywhere.

Through The Breach
As every student of military history 

knows, one of the critical elements in 
battlefield victory is to follow up on 
successful breakthroughs. After our 
victories in McDonald and in District 
of Columbia v. Heller, our opponents 
frantically tried to throw together their 
next lines of defense. 

In Chicago, four days after the 
McDonald decision, Mayor Richard Daley 
got a unanimous city council to vote for 
a new law outrageously known as the 
“Responsible Gun Ownership Ordinance.” 

Second Amendment Victories

Gain Momentum
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Among its provisions, the law prohibits 
possession of a gun anywhere outside 
the living space of a home. (A gun in a 
basement or attic is okay, but it’s a crime 
to take your gun into the garage.) And 
you can keep only one assembled and 
operable firearm at a time. (Apparently, 
Daley missed the “s” in “right to keep and 
bear arms.”)

So you can keep just one usable gun 
in part of your house—if you can get 
a gun in the first place. That’s because 
Chicago now bans all gun stores and 
gun transfers (except by inheritance) in 

the city. If a resident wants to buy a gun 
outside the city, he or she needs a city 
permit. To get the permit, the person 
must have training, including at least one 
hour of live fire. That’s tough to do, since 
the city also bans shooting ranges. 

On top of those “Catch-22s,” Chicago 
allows its police to ban any handgun 
as “unsafe due to its size, ability to be 
concealed, detectability, quality of 
manufacturing, quality of materials,  
ballistic accuracy, weight, reliability,  
caliber or other factors, which makes [sic] 
the design or operation of the handgun 

By Chris W. Cox
NRA-ILA  
Executive Director

Like perfectly placed dominoes, NRA is selecting key cases across 
the country to knock down laws affecting your firearm freedoms.Gain Momentum



otherwise inappropriate for lawful use.” 
If you can think of any handgun that 
can’t be banned under these “standards,” 
you’re way ahead of us.

These laws can’t be allowed to stand. 
They’re like “protecting” free speech and 
freedom of the press while banning 
printing plants, radio stations and 
Internet hosting within city limits, and 
allowing the police to ban specific 
publications based on “accuracy … 
reliability … or other factors.” 

That’s why, just four days after the 
council vote, a group of Chicago 
residents filed a suit to challenge the 
worst provisions of the new law—with 
NRA’s full backing and represented by 
one of NRA’s longtime outside attorneys, 
former U.S. Assistant Attorney General 
Charles Cooper. Also joining the suit 
is the Illinois Association of Firearms 
Retailers—a state affiliate of the  
National Shooting Sports Foundation—
whose members would open gun stores 
and shooting ranges in Chicago if not 
for the new law. Like most of the cases 
in this article, the case (Benson v. City of 
Chicago) is in its earliest stages, so check 
future issues of this magazine and  
www.nraila.org for updates.

Before the McDonald decision,  
there was the Heller decision in  
Washington, D.C.—and there was also 
the “Heller II” case, supported by NRA, 
in which Dick Heller and other D.C. 
residents challenged several provisions 
of the laws passed by the D.C. Council 
after the first decision. 

The council passed a half-dozen 

“emergency,” temporary and permanent 
laws. (See “Lawyers Take Aim to Protect 
the Second Amendment,” March 2009.) 
Its final scheme requires would-be gun 
owners to pay several fees; pass a vision 
test, a training course and a written test 
on D.C. gun laws; be photographed and 
fingerprinted; and submit pistols “for 
a ballistics identification procedure.” 
Anyone who gets through all this is 
subject to re-registration every three 
years, with a new background check 
every six years, and has to tell the police 
if he or she changes jobs, moves or even 
decides to keep the gun in a different 
part of the house.

In addition, the plaintiffs are fully 
qualified to possess firearms in D.C., 
but were denied the right to register 
common firearms that D.C. considers 
“assault weapons,” or common handguns 
that use magazines that hold more than  
10 rounds of ammunition. Although the 
Heller decision rejected the idea that 
rights could be restricted based on an 
“interest balancing” review of committee 
reports and other studies, the trial court 
in the case did just that and upheld all 
of the challenged laws. (See “ILA Report,” 
June 2010.) Heller and the other plaintiffs 
have now filed their appeal with the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit.

Finally, although the Heller and 
McDonald decisions both confirmed 
the right to possess firearms in the 
home, one group of Americans still 
struggles to exercise the right. For many 
years, tenants of local public housing 
authorities have suffered under lease 

  C O M M E N T    

 G E T  I N V O L V E D

American Rifleman | Oct 2010 S p e c i a l  F e a t u r e
ILA STORY



Not all of our critical civil rights cases are 
based on the Second Amendment. Long 
before the McDonald decision, NRA backed 

strong federal laws to protect gun owners’ rights 
against state attacks. It’s critical that we seek 
proper interpretation of those laws.

Day to day, one of the most important of 
these is the Firearms Owners’ Protection Act 
of 1986 (FOPA). One section of FOPA protects a 
traveler’s right to transport a firearm from place 
to place, regardless of state or local laws, as 
long as the traveler can legally possess the gun 
at either end of the trip and the gun is unloaded 
and not readily accessible to passengers of a 
vehicle. (For more information on traveling with 
firearms, see www.nraila.org/interstate.)

Although the U.S. Department of Justice says 
the law allows travelers to drive to airports 
and transport unloaded guns to airline check-
in counters, police officers routinely arrest 
travelers who check in with guns at airports in 
the New York City area.

In one case, Utah gun owner Gregg Revell 
was on his way to Pennsylvania. He was only 
supposed to change planes in New Jersey, but 
was stranded there due to flight delays and lost 
luggage. When he checked in for a new flight 
the next day, he was arrested for possessing a 
handgun without a New Jersey permit, as well 
as for possessing hollow-point ammunition in 
violation of a New Jersey law. 

In March, a three-judge panel of the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit rejected 
Revell’s civil rights suit against Port Authority 
officials, saying that FOPA protection didn’t 
apply. To reach that decision, the panel wrongly 
assumed that the gun was “readily accessible” 
during Revell’s involuntary hotel stay. NRA 
is now supporting Revell’s appeal to the U.S. 
Supreme Court.

Even more outrageously, the case of Torraco 
v. Port Authority involved three cases where gun 
owners were arrested as soon as they arrived 
at the airport. In June, a panel of the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the Second Circuit said that the 
law doesn’t create a right to travel without 
being arrested—only an “affirmative defense” 
against state charges. 

Why? Because it’s supposedly impractical 
for police officers to figure out whether each 
traveler could legally possess the gun at the 
beginning and end of the trip. But the whole 
point of the law was to allow gun owners to 
travel without being harassed under restrictive 
state laws. With NRA support, the plaintiffs 
have asked for a rehearing of the case by the 
full Second Circuit.

Can’t Get There From Here



provisions banning gun ownership. NRA 
has fought this discrimination for two 
decades, both in the courts and in the 
legislatures. (For the latest congressional 
progress, see this month’s “ILA Report.”)

Among the agencies that imposed 
gun bans were several housing 
authorities in Delaware. While most of 
those agencies repealed their bans after 
the Caesar Rodney Institute (a state 
policy group) revealed the provisions, 
the Wilmington Housing Authority 
(WHA) did not. In May, an anonymous 
WHA tenant filed an NRA-supported 
lawsuit to overturn its ban. 

As this article goes to press, WHA has 
announced that it will try to end the suit 
by adopting new regulations on firearms. 
Many residents cheered the news; “Sign 
me up,” said one smiling tenant. But the 
case will not end until WHA fully respects 
its residents’ rights.

To Keep And Bear Arms
While these cases mostly involve 

the right to “keep” arms, the next step 
is protecting the right to “bear” arms. 
As the Supreme Court said in Heller, 
the Second Amendment protects “the 
individual right to possess and carry 
weapons in case of confrontation.” A 
right to carry a firearm only in your 
home isn’t much of a right at all. That’s 
why several suits have now been filed to 
challenge “may issue” permit laws, under 
which government agencies deny carry 
permits based on lack of “good cause” or 
other vague language.

One of the key cases is Peruta v. County 
of San Diego, supported by NRA and the 

California Rifle and Pistol Association 
Foundation. Well before the McDonald 
decision reporter Edward Peruta was 
rejected in his attempt to get a carry 
permit from the county, and filed a 
federal civil rights lawsuit to challenge 
the county’s restrictive policies. 

The court not only rejected the 
county’s attempt to dismiss the case, 
but eventually allowed other plaintiffs to 
join the challenge. Like Peruta, the other 
plaintiffs all sought carry permits, and 
were either rejected or told not to bother 
applying. The plaintiffs are now waiting 
for the county’s next move. Meanwhile, 
as in other “may issue” states, officials 
continue to issue permits only to the 
wealthy or politically plugged-in.

The Fight Goes On
These are just a few highlights of  

the NRA litigation campaign that’s 
already begun. 

Three things are certain: The first 
is that our campaign to vindicate 
Americans’ rights will take years. The 
second is that it will include even more 
cases that aren’t mentioned here, either 
for lack of space or because they haven’t 
yet been filed. And the third, and most 
important, is that we can only fight this 
fight with the unified support of NRA 
members everywhere.

If you know of an ongoing or 
potential case that might deserve  
our attention, please e-mail  
NRA-ILA’s Office of Legislative 
Counsel at ilalegal@nrahq.org.

  C O M M E N T    

 G O :  N R A N E W S
American Rifleman | Oct 2010 S p e c i a l  F e a t u r e

ILA STORY



NRA MEMBER offer: 
60-DAY RISK-FREE  
TRIAL & JUST $9/MO.
Try LifeLock at the special low price of just $9 a month. If you’re not completely  
satisfied within your 60-day risk-free period, just call 1-800-LIFELOCK to cancel.

Did you know? Last year alone, 1 in 20 U.S. adults were victims of identity theft.1 Your name, address, 
Social Security number, date of birth, and more can be used over and over without your knowledge. 

The threat is real—and growing. But the problem is, how do you defend against an unseen attacker? 
LifeLock, the leader in proactive identity protection, works around the clock to help protect you from 
identity thieves wherever and however they try to access your personal information.
 
For just $9 a month, LifeLock® services:

Don’t risk another day without protection. Call or go online now to try LifeLock risk-free for 60 days. 
Join today.
1Source: The Wall Street Journal. “The Rise Of Identity Theft: One Man’s Nightmare.” February 10, 2010

NRA MEMBERS: Try LifeLock® identity theft protection 
risk-free for 60 days and save 10% on membership.

• Patrol the Internet for the illegal selling of your personal information
 • Alert you when LifeLock detects fraudulent credit applications within their extensive network
• Verify changes to your address to help reduce mail fraud
• And much more

Offer is for new LifeLock members only. The LifeLock Command Center® plan is not eligible for any trial 
offers and/or discounts greater than 10%. Prices provided reflect all applicable discounts.

CALL OR GO ONLINE:

1-800-LIFELOCK    LIFELOCK.COM

USE
PROMO CODE:

NRA84

LL_NRA_Rifleman_Ad-NRA84.indd   1 7/20/10   11:28 AM



READERS WRITE

Pa
in

tin
g 

by
 D

on
 T

ro
ia

ni
. C

ou
rt

es
y 

of
 w

w
w

.h
is

to
ri

ca
la

rt
pr

in
ts

.c
om

.

Multiple Hits On Redcoats? 

I just finished the 
story “Marksmanship In 
1775: Myth Or Reality?” by 

Alexander Rose (July 2010, 
p. 44). This is a well-written 
and enlightening article, 
but I have a question. The 
story states that American 
militiamen concentrated on 
enemy officers and  
that few had less  
than three or four  
wounds. As an example,  
wouldn’t the ratio of 1 hit in 
50 rounds be too low if some or 
a majority of the 228 killed had 
multiple wounds? Say 228 were 
hit three times, then the hits 
would be 684, which would 
increase the percentage of 
American hits. This would 
probably be impossible to 
ascertain, but it would definitely 
increase the ratio in the 
Americans’ favor even more. 

Eric Erny, Via E-Mail
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READERS WRITE

One Family’s Weaver

Field Editor Bryce M. Towsley’s article “Weaver: 80 Years of Scopes 
For The American Rifleman” (August 2010, p. 62) brought to mind 
our family’s “four generation rifle.” It is a Remington Model 341 

bolt-action rifle with a small Weaver scope. My wife’s father bought it in 
Texas, and the scope is marked “Weaver” and “El Paso.” The rifle was 
built between 1936 and 1940, and it has been used by her father and his 
wife, my wife Helen and me, our daughter and her husband, and now 
our grandson Bob. The scope is marked “29S,” and we think it has 2X 
magnification. It is mounted with a stamped steel mount as was described 
in the article. Now, after 60 years, the scope and rifle still shoot and hold 
their zero so well we have used this rifle/scope combination successfully 
for NRA Light Rifle Any-Sight competition during the past few years.

MEl and HElEn Flint, caliFornia
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cise camera setup • Multi-shot pictures (up to 3 shots)
• Picture delay, set 1-60 minutes • Three picture reso-
lutions • 32 MB internal memory • SD card slot -
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important times. Reg.          Sale
A09BH733948B............................$139.13......$69.95

MFHI40CAMO MFHI40C

DOA 600

AmericanRiflemanOct10:Layout 1  7/29/10  11:06 AM  Page 

A Better Ratio For 
Americans At Bunker Hill

I found Alexander Rose’s article, 
“Marksmanship In 1775: Myth Or 
Reality?” to be very interesting. 

One thing I feel he should have 
brought out is the fact that as small 
arms technology improved, our 
hit ratio didn’t increase, rather it 
decreased. Rose estimates that it 
was a 50-to-1 ratio at Bunker Hill. I 
don’t have figures at my finger tips 
but what I have seen is that in Korea 
the ratio was 5,000-to-1, and Vietnam 
80,000-to-1. 

JEFF PaddEll, Via E-Mail

“Readers Write” affords members an opportunity to comment on 
material published in American Rifleman. Single-topic letters are 
preferred and may be edited for brevity. Send letters to: Readers 
Write, NRA Publications, 11250 Waples Mill Road, Fairfax, VA 
22030-9400 or e-mail us at publications@nrahq.org.



Bill Ruger Meets General Thompson
OPENING SHOT
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Lock, Stock & BarreL 

Brigadier General John Taliaferro 
Thompson’s legendary Tommy Gun 
arrived too late for World War I, but 

it served our country admirably throughout 
World War II, Korea, and Vietnam. And 
although sometimes overshadowed by its 

G-man Model 1921 counterpart, it is the 
United States Submachine Gun, Cal. .45, M1, 
with horizontal fore-end, “L”-shaped rear 
peep sight, side-mounted charging handle 
and stick magazine that causes many of us to 
hyperventilate whenever we see it in movies 



Bill Ruger Meets General Thompson Photo by Rick Hacker

such as “The Longest Day,” “Saving Private 
Ryan” and “Band of Brothers.” Indeed, 
after a brief full-automatic familiarization 
course with it many years ago during 
Officer Candidate School, I remember being 
impressed with its 650-r.p.m. cyclic rate of 

fire and handling qualities.
But alas, the National Firearms Act of 1934 

has made private ownership of full-automatic 
Thompson M1s next to impossible. Even the 
well-made semi-automatic version by Auto 
Ordnance/Kahr Arms is illegal in some states, 
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opening shots

not to mention the cost of filling a 20-round 
stick magazine with .45 ACP ammunition. And 
in California, Hawaii, Massachusetts, New 
York, New Jersey, and Maryland, even these 
“high-capacity” magazines are outlawed. So 
Craig Scott of La Crescenta, Calif., created a 
low-cost alternative in the form of The Squad 
Leader: a 6061 aircraft-grade aluminum and 
steel drop-in kit that transforms the ubiquitous 
Ruger 10/22 rifle into a semi-automatic  
.22 rimfire Thompson look-alike.

“I’ve owned all of the Ruger 10/22 
variations,” said Scott, who has more than 
30 years of experience in the automotive and 
motorcycle industries. “Like a lot of shooters, 
I’ve always wanted to own a Tommy gun. So 
I got this crazy idea to turn my 10/22 into a 
semi-automatic Thompson. Three days later 
I emerged from my shop with the prototype. 
I took it to the range and people started 

saying ‘I want one.’ So I began thinking, 
how can I create something for under 
$300 so the average guy could own a 
Tommy gun, because I think every man 
should have one.”

A year and a half later The Squad 
Leader kits were ready, priced at $299. 
No ATF Form 4473 is required, as the 
purchaser’s existing 10/22 action and 
barrel are used (the slip-on receiver 
doesn’t hide the rifle’s serial number). 
Assembly is so simple, even I was able 
to transform my 10/22 into a Thompson 
M1 in less than an hour. (Scott can 
do it in 10 minutes.) And because no 
permanent changes are made to the 
host 10/22, it can be easily reconverted 
to its original configuration. 

The only tools needed are a hammer 
(for removing and reinstalling the 

“… HOW CAN I CREATE 
SOMETHING FOR UNDER 

$300 SO THE AVERAGE GUY 
COULD OWN A TOMMY GUN, 

BECAUSE I THINK EVERY 
MAN SHOULD HAVE ONE.”
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two existing Ruger trigger group pins), a 
screwdriver, and a punch. Everything else 
comes with the kit, including simple 10-step 
instructions and socket wrenches for 
tightening the replacement screws. There is 
no drilling, and all machining, inletting and 
precise fitting has already been done.

“All manufacturing tolerances are held to 
two-thousandths of an inch, the same criteria 
used to produce motorcycle and automotive 
components,” noted Scott. “Everything 
screws together, lines up, and fits exactly like 
it’s supposed to.”

The Squad Leader’s buttstock, pistol grip 
and fore-end are American walnut. The 
Ruger’s front sight is retained, and the rear 
sight is a .040" peep held by two screws 
that allow for slight windage adjustments; 
elevation is set for 25 yds. The rear sight 
almost doubles the 10/22’s sight radius, 

increasing accuracy potential; I was 
bouncing tin cans at 100 yds. The 10/22’s 
Thompson persona is heightened by 
Scottwerx’s optional pseudo-stick and 
drum magazines, which affix to Ruger’s 
10-round rotary mags.

However, in spite of The Squad 
Leader’s appearance, mechanically 
it is still a 10/22. So even though one 
is tempted to unleash a volley of 
36-gr. hollow points, rapid-fire can be 
sluggish. But it can be enhanced with 
the addition of a Timney 10/22 trigger 
or a Volquartsen TG2000 competition 
trigger assembly, along with a Power 
Custom extended bolt handle. I think 
Gen. Thompson would approve. 
Contact: Scottwerx, LLC, (818) 248-1139; 
www.1022fungun.com.

—Rick HackeR

“ALL MANUFACTURING 
TOLERANCES ARE HELD TO  
TWO-THOUSANDTHS OF AN INCH, 
THE SAME CRITERIA USED TO 
PRODUCE MOTORCYCLE AND 
AUTOMOTIVE COMPONENTS.”



IT IS FAST:  100 to 200 fps FASTER than ANY conventional ammunition

IT IS  ACCURATE:  Uncompromising accuracy without increased felt recoil

IT IS  CONSISTENT:  Unfailing performance in any temperature

IT IS VERSATILE:  This new breed of ammunition is available in 243 to 458, 

and is safe for use in ALL firearm types including semi-autos, lever guns and 

pump actions

the new standard by which 
all ammunition will be judged.

1-308-382-1390     PO Box 1848     Grand Island, NE 68802                                                      For the rest of the story go to hornady.com

It       .....rocket science!It       .....IS

I N T R O D U C I N G

a m m u n i t i o n
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It would take a master of 
understatement to note that the NRA 
Whittington Center’s Adventure 

Camp in Raton, N.M., is no ordinary 
summer camp. The Whittington Center, 
known as the “crown jewel” of American 
shooting facilities, occupies 33,000 acres 
in the Sangre de Cristo mountains—
some of the most rugged and beautiful 
high country in New Mexico. By the 
time the 13- to 17-year-olds say their 
reluctant goodbyes, each camper will 
have expended around 1,000 rounds 
of ammunition, earned a Hunter 
Education certificate and matured 

The Ultimate Youth Adventure
into responsible, disciplined lovers of 
shooting and the outdoors. “I’ll get calls 
from parents, saying, ‘What did you do to 
my kid? It’s like he grew up overnight!’” 
laughed Bill Perkins, the camp director.  
There does seem to be something 
unique about this camp, something that 
gets under a kid’s skin and changes him 
or her for the better.

The first eight days of camp are 
spent on the Whittington Center’s 
ranges, under constant, expert 
supervision as campers hone their 
pistol, smallbore, center-fire, archery, 
trap, skeet and sporting clays skills. 



When not shooting, campers rotate 
through small, personalized classes 
in survival skills, knot tying, hunter 
education, outdoor cooking, compass 
use and knife sharpening. 

During the last few days, campers 
put the skills they’ve learned to the 
ultimate test as they camp out in the 
wilderness. Here campers complete 
their hunter education skills challenge, 
known affectionately as the live-fire 
“walk-through”: Campers must correctly 
identify animal targets, evaluate the 
ethics of the shot, hit the vitals and 
record their findings without violating 

gun safety rules. 
Applications for 2011 are being 

accepted now on a first-come, first-
served basis. Go to www.nrawc.org or 
call (800) 494-4853 for more information 
or to get an application. Thanks to 
the generosity of sponsors such as 
Benchmade, Blackhawk, Brownell’s, 
Cheaper Than Dirt, Federal Ammunition, 
Glock, Hodgdon, Leupold, Otis 
Technology, Trijicon, Savage, Southern 
Bloomer and The NRA Foundation, the 
Adventure Camp costs only $950 per 
12-day session. 

          —Wendy LaFever,  
   Managing editor, NRA INSIghtS
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Nikon Big Bucks Fall Rebate

For a limited time, 
consumers can receive 
a $100 rebate after 

purchasing Nikon’s 45 mm 
Monarch X binoculars through  
Oct. 31, 2010. 

“The ‘Big Bucks Fall Rebate’ 
offer is timed perfectly for 
consumers looking to upgrade 
their binocular for this year’s 
hunting season,” said Jon Allen, 
Nikon Sport Optics’ general 
manager. “This is a huge rebate, 
and Nikon wants to help its 
customers have the best gear 
this year.” 

Nikon offers 
the $100 mail-in 
rebate on all 45 
mm Monarch X 
binoculars (priced 
from $580 to $600). 
Consumers must 
submit the rebate 
form, postmarked 
no later than Nov. 30, 
2010, to be eligible 
to receive the offer.  
 
For complete details, visit  
www.NikonPromo.com  
or call (800) 645-6687.

©2010 Winchester Ammunition

www.winchester.com

Winchester® PDX1 410™
Ammunition For Personal Defense

When it comes to the safety of you or your family, choose the shotshell load
that delivers a threat-stopping combination of two distinct personal defense 
technologies: PDX1 410™.
Highly effective in both shotguns and 410 compatible handguns like the 
Taurus Judge®, the 410-gauge Supreme Elite® PDX1TM features a 
distinctive black hull and high-base head and combines three plated 
Defense DiscTM projectiles and 12 pellets of plated BB shot.  
The result is the ideal personal defense load for short range 
engagement with the performance needed to stop threats.

WinchesterWinchesterWinchesterWinchesterWinchesterWinchesterWinchesterWinchesterWinchesterWinchesterWinchesterWinchesterWinchesterWinchesterWinchesterWinchester®® PDX1 410 PDX1 410 PDX1 410
Ammunition For Personal DefenseAmmunition For Personal DefenseAmmunition For Personal Defense

 PDX1 410 PDX1 410
Ammunition For Personal Defense

 PDX1 410 PDX1 410 PDX1 410 PDX1 410 PDX1 410 PDX1 410 PDX1 410 PDX1 410 PDX1 410™™

STOP THE THREATTM

pdx1_410_halfpage_NRA.indd   1 7/19/10   1:58:33 PM



From the class-leading 91% light transmission 
to the nearly indestructible one-piece tube, 
it’s newly optimized to ensure that autumn 
leaves aren’t the only color – or the only 
things you see falling – in the woods 
this season. It’s even equipped 
with Butler Creek® fl ip-up scope 
covers. Now, get ready to see red.   

© 2010 BOP

w w w. b u s h n e l l . c o m

America’s best-selling rifl escope, 
built better than ever.

Building on our best-selling 
Trophy binocular line, the 
all-new Trophy XLT binos 

deliver the ultimate blend of 
brightness, clarity and durability. 

09BSH6106_XLT_SplashofColor_NRA_7.625x10.5.indd   1 4/16/10   2:12 PM
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A “New South” TakeOn Gun Rights

The NRA Office of Advancement 
specializes in raising money 
for all NRA activities, often by 

purchasing advertisement space in 
non-NRA publications. One might 
think that an outside “gun magazine” 
would readily accept the Office 
of Advancement’s offer to run an 
NRA solicitation ad for a fair and 
profitable price. One might think 
that a gun magazine that touts itself 
as the “Soul of the New South” would 
wholeheartedly embrace the chance 

to promote an organization that 
champions hunting, shooting and gun 
rights—all long-standing ingredients 
of Southern culture. One would be 
wrong: Garden & Gun magazine 
refused, citing its policy of refraining 
from running anything considered too 
“political”— our God-given, inherited 
and constitutionally protected rights, 
for example.

The NRA ad in question makes 
no reference to anything political, 
and money donated to the Office of 

HOW TO ORDER
AlsO AvAilAblE:

ORDER bY MAil: 
Send a check or money order to:
GAMO Outdoor USA
3911 SW 47th Ave, Suite 914
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33314
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24 hours a day
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il
lU

M
iN

AT
E Y

OUR TARGET UP TO
 500 Y

D
s.*

visit your sporting goods retailer or visit us online to place your order

Includes 3 
mounting systems 
(tripod, weaver & 
scope), battery and 
pressure switch

lasergenetics.com
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*Distance will vary depending on weather and terrain. Optics used on 3.5-10x50 rifle scope.
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Advancement can go to any NRA activity 
of the donor’s choosing—youth hunting 
education or competitions, for example. 
It seems curious that a “New South” 
magazine with “Gun” in its title would 
reject this advertisement, yet publish 
articles ranging from Southerners 
living in New York City to essays airing 
manifest contempt for Gone with the 
Wind. “New South,” indeed.



 savagearms.com  savageaccuracy.com

ThaT’s savage
 accuracy.

The new BSEV available in .22 LR, .22 WMR and .17 HMR

We get stuff like this in the mail all the time. 
That’s because the accuracy testing goes on long after 

these rifles leave our factory. So when you go to spend your 
hard-earned dough on a new rimfire rifle, make sure you’re 

getting accuracy you can bank on – Savage Accuracy.

Target courtesy of anonymous Savage Customer.
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www.NRAhuntersrights.org  
is now accepting photo submissions for its 
Trophy Gallery. Simply e-mail photographs 
to huntersrights@nrahq.org, with “Trophy 
Gallery” in the subject line, and include 
your name, hometown, the date and 
location of the hunt, the firearm used and 
the species. Photographs should be sharp, 
tasteful and exhibit safe gun handling. 

Photo courtesy of Mark Kalal



RCBS Pumps Up Production

Turbocharge your progressive press with an 
RCBS® Bullet Feeder Kit. Available in three 
offerings (pistol, .22-caliber and .30-caliber), 
these Bullet Feeders feature an electric 
collator that drops bullets directly into the 
feed mechanism to achieve an amazing 50% 
increase in load rates. 

Designed for 7/8”-14 threaded progressive 
presses, each Bullet Feeder comes with an 
adjustable collator height, large hopper and 
caliber specifi c adaptors. A four country 
universal 110-240 power supply ensures 
reliable, high-volume output of rounds. 
Two year RCBS warranty included.

*NOTE: Jacketed or FMJ bullets only.
Not for use with lead bullets.

www.rcbs.comPrecisioneered® Shooting Products

QUALITY RELOADING REQUIRES PREMIUM POWDER.

Turn to the experts at Alliant Powder®. 
With over 125 years of experience, 

Alliant manufactures powders that meter smooth 
and burn clean. There’s a powder for all your 
reloading needs.
           www.alliantpowder.com.

RCBS Pumps Up Production

Turbocharge your progressive press with an 
RCBS
offerings (pistol, .22-caliber and .30-caliber), 
these Bullet Feeders feature an electric 
collator that drops bullets directly into the 
feed mechanism to achieve an amazing 50% 
increase in load rates. 

Designed for 7/8”-14 threaded progressive 
presses, each Bullet Feeder comes with an 
adjustable collator height, large hopper and 
caliber specifi c adaptors. A four country 
universal 110-240 power supply ensures 
reliable, high-volume output of rounds. 
Two year RCBS warranty included.

*NOTE: Jacketed or FMJ bullets only.
Not for use with lead bullets.

PISTOL

RIFLE

ATTENTION RIFLE RELOADERS
.22-caliber Feeder available July 31, 2010
.30-caliber Feeder available August 30, 2010

Available now

RC179_7290_BulletFeederConsumerAdFP.indd   1 7/13/10   1:27 PM
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Browning has released its new White Gold X-Bolt featuring a 
stainless steel barrel and action, a gloss-finish, high-grade walnut 
stock with a rosewood fore-end and grip cap, and an Inflex recoil 
pad. It has a 60-degree bolt lift, a bolt unlock button that allows for 
opening the bolt while on safe, and a Browning Feather Trigger 
adjustable from 3 lbs., 8 ozs. to 5 lbs. It is available in popular 
calibers ranging from .243 Win. to .338 Win. Mag.
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Bring Out The Big Guns
Double rifles are designed to confront the world’s most dangerous 
game at extremely close range, but where do you learn to shoot 
one with confidence? Join American Rifleman’s Mark Keefe and 
American Hunter’s Scott Olmsted as they go to the SAAM Double 
Rifle Safari School. Tune in every Wednesday night on the Outdoor 
Channel for the best gun show on television. 

       Wednesday, September 29
Feature .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. Remington M1911
Rifleman Review . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..Beretta A400 Xplor Unico
I Have This Old Gun .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .French Berthier Rifle
Wednesday, October 6
Feature .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. Remington Custom Shop
Rifleman Review . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . Crossbreed Holsters
I Have This Old Gun .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..Czech ZB26 LMG
Wednesday, October 13
Feature .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .Lure Of The Double Rifle
Rifleman Review . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .Ruger SR-22
I Have This Old Gun .. .. .. .. .. Remington Model 31 Shotgun
Wednesday, October 20
Feature .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. Going to (Double) School
Rifleman Review . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. Taurus PT 738 .380 ACP
I Have This Old Gun .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . Marlin Camp Carbines
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Steiner Optics 
has changed its North American distribution 
headquarters from Pioneer Research in Moorestown, N.J., 
to Burris Co., Inc., in Greeley, Colo. Burris will oversee 
sales and marketing of the Steiner lines. These include 
marine, hunting, birding, outdoor, military and law 
enforcement optics from catalogs and online sales.

Boy Scouts of America
celebrated its 100th anniversary with a National Scout 
Jamboree at Fort A.P. Hill, Va., this year from July 26 to 
Aug. 4. The Jamboree typically runs every four years, 
with activities ranging from camping to shooting 
to hiking, and this year the BSA held a parade in 
Washington, D.C., which included some 45,000 scouts. 



BENELLI  MR1

TACTICAL
SALES EVENT

TACTICAL
SALES EVENT

Accessories on 
MR1 not included.

  Buy a new Benelli Tactical Firearm between August 1 
and December 31, 2010 and receive a great rebate!

To request a FREE 
DVD catalog  visit 

benelliusa.com

$200
  REBATE

$50
  REBATE

$150
  REBATE

$50
  REBATE

$100
  REBATE

$50
  REBATE

BENELLI  M4

BENELLI  M2 TACTICAL

BENELLI  SUPERNOVA TACTICAL

BENELLI  NOVA TACTICAL H2O

BENELLI  NOVA TACTICAL BenelliUSA.com

Download and complete the rebate coupon from BenelliUSA.com. Attach a copy of your dated 
sales receipt as well as the UPC code from the box of your new Benelli tactical firearm. Requests 
must be postmarked by January 31, 2011. Does not apply to previous purchases. Commercial sales 
only. No L.E. dealer, L.E. department or FET out sales, conservation or non-profit organization 
sales. Firearm must be purchased from an Authorized Benelli Dealer. Offer void where prohibited. 
Please allow 6-8 weeks for processing. Offer applies to U.S. residents only. A Benelli USA Company

TacticalSalesEvent-Ad-7.625x10.5-AmRiflleman.indd   1 7/26/10   10:06:11 AM
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Leupold VX-I 1-4X 20 MM  
Shotgun/Muzzleloader Scope

Designed for close-range applications, such 
as hunting with a muzzleloader or shotgun 
in dense cover—or even atop an AR-15—

the compact Leupold VX-I 1-4X 20 mm scope has 
parallax preset for 75 yds. and a Heavy Duplex 
reticle. The scope has a 1"-diameter tube, 9.2" 
overall length and 9-oz. weight. It offers 3.8" (4X) 
to 4.3" (1X) of eye relief, and field of view at 100 
yds. is 28.5 ft. at 4X—75 ft. at 1X. The VX-I 1-4X 20 
mm, available only in matte black, offers 67-m.o.a. 
worth of elevation and windage adjustments 
that are achieved by way of micro-friction dials 
marked in 1/4-m.o.a. increments. Additionally, the 
scope has fully multi-coated lenses, is waterproof, 
and is backed by Leupold’s Full Lifetime 
Guarantee. Contact: Leupold & Stevens (Dept. AR), 
P.O. Box 688, Beaverton, OR 97075;  
(800) 538-7653;  
www.leupold.com.

 
—aaron Carter, Managing editor

M1911
100 YEARS
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100 YEARS
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M1911
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Editor’s Choice



Browning Deluxe 
Flex Foam Slings

The Browning Deluxe Flex Foam 
sling features waterproof, 
molded, thick foam padding 

with a non-slip grip on the bottom 
side, a quick-release buckle and five 
cartridge loops. It measures 2¾" at 
its widest and the end tabs fit 1" sling 
swivels. Adjustable from 28" to 44", 
the Flex Foam Sling comes in black 
and Mossy Oak Break-Up, with or 
without a magazine storage pocket. 
Also, Browning recently added two 
new models to the line, the Flex Foam 
Sporter and Flex Grip Sling, which 
feature rounded-contour pads for 
added comfort. Contact: Browning 
(Dept. AR), One Browning Place, Morgan, 
UT 84050; (800) 333-3288;  
www.browning.com.
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Bushnell Backtrack Point-5

Improving on its original Backtrack and Backtrack Point-3, Bushnell 
released its new Backtrack Point-5 GPS that can mark up to 
five locations, read time, temperature and altitude, and display 

a digital compass with latitude and longitude coordinates on its 
grayscale LCD screen. A large arrow directs the user to the marked 
locations, providing the distance in yards or meters. The handheld 
Backtrack measures 3.5"x 2.3"x 0.88", is water-resistant, takes two 
AAA batteries, and the LCD screen is backlit for night viewing. It 
comes with a carabiner clip and is accurate to within about 3 to 5 yds. 
Contact: Bushnell Corp. (Dept. AR), 9200 Cody, Overland Park, KS 66214; 
(800) 423-3537; www.bushnell.com.



The perfect shot does exist. There’s no way of knowing 
when it will appear. But when it does, be sure you’re 
ready. Success out there begins right here. We offer 
world-class bullets painstakingly matched with the 
best components to meet the needs of your big game 
hunt. Offerings like Trophy Bonded® Tip and Barnes® 
Triple-Shock® X Bullet® bring game down hard. With 
Vital-Shok™ you get outstanding accuracy 
and performance to stop your trophy 
from disappearing into the woods.

EVERY SHOT COUNTS®

IT’S OUT THERE. GO GET IT.

www.federalpremium.com©
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Hunter’s Specialties i-Kam Extreme

The i-Kam Extreme allows up to three hours of video recording, and it operates 
by a simple “on/off” button and a “record/pause” button, with a small, blue LED 
light visible through peripheral vision to let the user know when it’s recording. 

It is wireless, requires no battery packs or cords, has an integral 
microphone for audio, and it plugs directly into a computer USB port 
for charging and automatic viewing. Built-in 4GB of memory can be 
upgraded with an 8GB Micro SD card. It records in color with 
736x480 resolution and is compatible with Windows 
and Mac. Prescription lenses are available from 
www.ikamoptics.com or (877) 393-IKAM. Contact: 
Hunter’s Specialties (Dept. AR), 6000 Huntington 
Court NE, Cedar Rapids, IA 52402;  
(319) 395-0321; www.hunterspec.com.
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AirForce Airguns
Edge Rifle



The Edge is the only regulated 
3P Air Rifle Council-approved 
Sporter Class Pre-Charged 

Pneumatic air rifle produced in the 
United States. Weighing 6 lbs., 12 
ozs., it employs a steel, Lothar Walter 
precision barrel with 12" bore and 
a 1:16" twist rate within a housing 
of either red or blue anondized 
aluminum. The rifle is charged by a 
3000-p.s.i./206 Bar removable air tank 
with approximately 100 shots per fill, 
propelling pellets at speeds of 530 to 

575 f.p.s. It is a single-shot, .177-cal. 
rifle with an ambidextrous cocking 
knob, two-stage adjustable trigger, 
and an adjustable length of pull (12" to 
17") for an overall length of 35" to 40". 
Included are a TS1 adaptive aperture 
sight and a forearm accessory rail, and 
Edge Flexi-Weights are available for 
preferred weight and balance.  
Contact: AirForce Airguns (Dept. AR),  
P.O. Box 2478, Fort Worth, TX 76113;  
(877) 247-4867;  
www.airforceairguns.com.
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30 Eagleville Road, Eagleville, PA 19403   •   800.523.7488   •   www.streamlight.com
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New models TLR-1®s and TLR-2®s 
provide brighter light and strobe 
when you need it. ®
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Zero Corrosion Products Firearm Storage Bags

The ZCORR Vapor Barrier Anti-Corrosion Bags store and 
preserve firearms for up to 20 years without need for regular 
cleaning. Tested and approved by the U.S. Army Materiel 

Command, and currently in use by the Marine Corps, these durable, 
civilian-version bags emit the same Vapor Phase Corrosion Inhibitor 
(VpCI) molecules that adhere to any metal surface placed 
inside, creating a protective buffer from corrosive gases and 
moisture. They are safe for wood and synthetic stocks. 
Also suitable for ammunition storage, the non-
abrasive bags come in three sizes for handguns, 
tactical guns and rifles/shotguns, and all have 
air-tight seals with Velcro strips. Contact: Zero 
Corrosion Products (Dept. AR),  
625 Fishers Run, Victor, NY 14564; (585) 742-3310; 
www.zcorrproducts.com.



Remington_Ad 1 PG4c TAR 1010.indd   1 7/27/10   11:10:11 AM



Handy In A Duck Blind

Alight .22 caliber repeater is a mighty desirable part of a duck shooter’s 
equipment and should always be carried along and kept handy in 
the duck blind. Even with the .22 short cartridge these guns have an 

accurate and effective range of 150 to 200 feet and will quickly account for your 
crippled ducks, preventing them from getting away to die out of reach, and 
adding them to your bag. It also gathers in the strays—the occasional duck that 
will not come within shotgun range.

The Model 25 Marlin rifle which we illustrate herewith is especially desirable 
for this purpose. Its cost is extremely small ($8.50); it weighs only about 4 pounds 
and it gives you 15 shots with .22 short cartridges at one loading. Take one of 
these with you on your next ducking trip, place your right hand where you can 
pick it up quickly when the flock has passed over and the wounded ducks are 
struggling in the water, and a few well directed shots will relieve them of suffering 
and will add them to your tally of game bagged. You won’t have to report “hit  
but lost.”

 [October 13, 1910]
Obviously, times and game laws have changed in the intervening century, and 
the above-mentioned practice is neither legal nor recommended.—The Eds.

100 Years Ago

50 Years AgoArmed Citizen

In Lindsey, Okla., a patient released from a mental hospital went on a spree 
and was finally captured when he attempted his thirteenth rape. When he 
invaded her bedroom in the night time, a 21-year-old mother and housewife, 

slipped a cal. .38 pistol from under her pillow and shot him in the chest.  
(Denisen [Tex.] Herald)
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Lead-Free .22 Long Rifle And .22 Win. Mag. Ammo

Like it or not, many hunting areas and ranges have transitioned to 
lead-free zones, and this trend appears to be spreading. Although 
ammunition manufacturers have responded nicely to fulfill the 

need for high-performance non-lead loads, and now options abound 
for center-fire rifles and shotguns, and to a lesser extent, muzzleloader 
projectiles, until recently there have been few choices for rimfires. For 
2010, Winchester has added two options that 
further diversify the category. Loaded in its 
Super-X line, the .22 Long Rifle load propels 
its lubed, tin hollow-point bullet at a factory-
touted 1650 f.p.s. for 157 ft.-lbs. of energy, 
while the .22 Win. Mag. round features a 28-gr., 
copper-alloy-jacketed tin hollow-point bullet 
and has a muzzle velocity of 2200 
f.p.s. for 301 ft.-lbs. of energy. These 
lead-free loads are sold in 50-count 
packages. Contact: Winchester 
Ammunition (Dept. AR), 600 Powder 
Mill Road, East Alton, IL 62024;  
www.winchester.com.

—aaron Carter, Managing editor

Steel replacement remington 
model 600 and  
660 trigger guardS

SportSman’S Guide (dept. ar)
411 Farwell ave.
South St. paul, mn 55075
(800) 882-2962 
www.SportSmanSGuide.com

u.S. military manualS and  
other bookS covering military 
and civilian vehicleS

portrayal preSS (dept. ar)
p.o. Box 1190n 
andover, nJ 07821 
(973) 579-5781 
www.portrayal.com

Spreader loadS in 12-ga., 2¾"
Fiocchi oF america (dept. ar)
6930 n. Fremont road,
ozark, mo 65721
(800) 721-2666
www.FiocchiuSa.com

replacement Savage 
model 340 magazineS

BrownellS (dept. ar)
200 South Front St.
montezuma, ia 50171
(800) 741-0015
www.BrownellS.com

ShotgunnerS’ range bagS

ShooterS’ ridGe (dept. ar)
onalaSka operationS

n5549 county trunk z
onalaSka, wi 54650
(800) 635-7656
www.ShooterSridGe.com



Photo courtesy of History Channel
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books in brief

Caution: Strong irritant. Keep out of reach of children. May be unlawful to own  
or possess in some states or jurisdictions. Use for any purpose except lawful self  
defense may be punishable by imprisonment, fines or both. Guardian Angel  
protected by U.S. Pat. 6,951,070B2. ©2010, Kimber Mfg., Inc. All rights reserved.

To learn more about PepperBlaster® II
go to www.pepperblaster.com.

F a s T e r   l  e a s I e r  l  s a F e r

exceptionally hot pepper blasting out at  

90 mph provides protection like nothing else.  

PepperBlaster® II incorporates a pistol grip and 

sights to quickly target a threat. a simple pull of the 

trigger releases the first blast of pepper. a second pull  

of the trigger sends a second blast flying—just in case.

Part guard dog.
Part flame thrower.

Legends Of The Hunt 

Great hunting stories tend to live on in sporting literature, 
and now there is a handsome, new compilation in a unique 
form from renowned wildlife artist John Seerey-Lester. 

Legends of the Hunt chronicles 75 classic encounters that occurred 
in North America, Africa and India between 1849 and 1933, and 
each entry features an original painting that greatly magnifies the 
brief, evocative text. Included are stories from many of the era’s most 
prominent sportsmen, including Americans Theodore Roosevelt, 
Charles Sheldon and Ernest Hemingway, African-hunting legends 
such as Frederick Courteney Selous and J.A. Hunter, and the dean of 
tiger hunters, Jim Corbett.

Though served up in brief passages, Seerey-Lester’s writing offers 
enlightening detail and never fails to set the stage for what is so 
powerfully conveyed in his paintings.  His ability to render people 



and animals that are spot-on in the 
physical and emotional context of 
the unfolding drama is astounding. 
The collection embodies a mood-swing 
range from dark and eerie to triumphant 
to almost comical. Numerous camp 
scenes, along with the period dress and 
equipment, provide a fascinating study in 
how our forebears tackled life in the wild.

Along with his well-researched hunt summaries, Seerey-Lester 
created more than 100 new paintings expressly for this showy, 
large-format 200-pp. book. Any hunter with a penchant for reliving 
our sport’s enduring classics will keenly add Legends of the Hunt to 
his or her library. Editions run from $60 to $250. Contact: Legends 
Press, LLC; (941) 484-6164; www.seerey-lester.com.

—John Zent, editorial director
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BookS in Brief

The World’s Assault Rifles 

Noted arms historian 
Thomas B. Nelson is 
considered a legend in the 

field of firearms in general and 
assault rifles in particular. After his 
military service, Nelson worked 
at Interarmco (later Interarms) for 
nine years. In 1963 he published 
the classic reference The World’s 
Submachine Guns, and in 1967 he 
co-authored the original volume of 
The World’s Assault Rifles with Dan 
Musgrave. He was the founder of 
Collector’s Armoury, Ltd.

In the four decades since the 
original edition of The World’s 
Assault Rifles was published, the 
market has seen exponential 
advancements in the design 
and development of these small 
arms. Now Nelson has teamed 
up with Gary Paul Johnston 
to revise this classic volume. 
Their painstaking research into 
classified archives, corporate 
and private collections, and 

military and museum arms all around 
the world brought forth a monumental 
body of research. From this wealth of 
data, the authors present 70 chapters 
comprising more than 1,200 pages of 
guns from more than 50 countries, fully 
illustrated with 2,000 photos  
and drawings. 

Encompassing technical and 
design data starting from the early 
1900s, as well as what is on the 
drawing boards for tomorrow, this 
encyclopedic volume covers every 
facet of assault rifle development. 
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back-pain relief
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*For a summary of independent clinical studies and their results, call 1-800-831-1211.
†Restrictions apply. See savings card for details and expiration date.

Call Now!

 YOU CUSTOMIZE 
THE FIRMNESS

The Sleep Number Bed by Select Comfort™ is 
unlike any other. It’s the bed you adjust to your 
exact comfort and firmness preference, your 
SLEEP NUMBER® setting. Our easy-to-use 
handheld remote and advanced air-chamber 
technology allow you to quickly adjust the 
firmness on your side of the bed. At the simple 
touch of a button, YOU can change the 
firmness from extra firm to feather soft.

CLINICALLY PROVEN
It’s the bed clinically proven to relieve back 

pain and improve sleep quality.*  

 EACH SIDE OF THE BED 
ADJUSTS INDEPENDENTLY

On a Sleep Number® bed, each of you can 
adjust the comfort and firmness to your exact 
preference—your Sleep Number® setting. 
Once you find your Sleep Number® setting, 
you can fall asleep faster, enjoy more deep 
sleep and wake up more refreshed. 

GREAT VALUE
The Sleep Number® bed costs about the same as 

an innerspring mattress, yet it lasts twice as long. 

Receive a Special Thank You Gift!
                For a limited time, inquire about our 
                  revolutionary bed and we’ll send you 
                    a special $50 Savings Card to use toward 
the purchase of any Sleep Number® bed or 
accessory item of $100 or more.†

  1-800-831-1211 ext. 39279

Name ____________________________________________________
  Address_ __________________________________________________

City _______________________State ___________Zip ____________
Phone_ ___________________________________________________

Mail to: Select Comfort Direct, 9800 59th Avenue North, Minneapolis, MN 55442-9971

Sleep Better On Air®!

 1 

❑ Limited-Time Bonus!  
     $50 Thank You Savings Card!†

❑ YES!  Please send me a FREE
Brochure, DVD and Pricing.
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BookS in Brief

Ranges your target
Calculates your trajectory

Illuminates your perfect holdover

No more guessing yardage or fumbling with a handheld device. No
more losing sight of your trophy. No more guessing holdover.

As your hunting partner, the Eliminator knows exactly how far away
your trophy stands and exactly what your cartridge will do. Just a few
clicks in the set-up mode is all it takes to enter or change the ballistic
curve to perfectly match the ballistic performance of your specific cartridge.

With the Eliminator, just Range, Aim, and Eliminate.331 E. 8th St., Greeley, CO 80631 (970)356-1670
www.eliminatorlaserscope.com

The World’s Assault Rifles 
Just a few of the topics in this massive tome are World War 
II German developments, the insider story of the Stoner 
system, the candid behind-the-scenes story of USSR/Russian 
developments, and a look inside assault rifle production in 
China. Ten years in the making and priced at $70, this new 
edition of The World’s Assault Rifles will become the standard 
reference on assault rifles for decades to come.  
Contact: Ironside Int’l Publishers (Dept. AR), P.O. Box 1050  
Lorton, VA 22199; (800) 336-4572, ext. 11;  
www.ironsidepub.com.

—gLenn M. giLbert, Shooting editor



With over 23 years of competitive shooting experience, 

and more world, national and local sporting clays 

championship titles under his belt than he can recall, 

NSCA Hall-of-Famer Andy Duffy knows a thing or two 

about dusting clays. Primarily, he knows that Browning 

over and under shotguns have the dependability, 

handling and pure performance he needs to keep him 

on top of his game. And right now is the perfect time 

to experience the improvement a new Browning 

Citori® or Cynergy® over and under will make on 

your next scorecard. Visit browning.com now to 

check out the complete line of Browning shotguns, 

and get details on the new Double Barrel Militia 

video contest and other special 

promotions available. 

BUY ANY NEW CITORI OVER 
AND UNDER SHOTGUN AND 
RECEIVE A CHECK FOR $150.

Andy Duffy 3-time NSCA National 
Champion, shooting instructor, 
Browning Pro-Staff Member

Citori 
625 Sporting

Citori XS Special

10-BFA-205.indd   1 7/16/10   3:47 PM
10-BFA-205_AR.indd   1 7/16/10   3:52 PM
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FAVORITE FIREARMS

When I was a senior in high school my parents offered to buy 
me a class ring as they had for my older brother. Or, if I 
preferred, I could use the money for something else as a 

graduation present. I’ve never been much for wearing jewelry and 
besides, I already knew what I really wanted—a .22 rifle!

I grew up hunting with my dad and two brothers and one of my 
favorites was (and still is) squirrel hunting. In my early years I used a 
single-shot 20 gauge, but when my older brother went off to college I 
borrowed his lever-action Winchester 9422. When my dad and I went 
to pick out my rifle, I looked at several models but already knew what 
I wanted—another 9422. I loved its balance and slick action, and I still 
think it has the best lines of any .22 rifle made. I ended up with a 9422 
XTR—no longer offered—which had a better finish and much nicer 
checkered walnut than the standard grade rifle. The gunsmith at the 
shop smoothed out the trigger pull a bit and installed a hammer spur, 
and I then went looking for a scope. I ended up with an inexpensive 
3/4"-tube 2-7X, which was all I could afford in my pre-college days. 
However, the combination proved acceptably accurate and I killed 

My Favorite Squirrel Rifle



many squirrels and even more tin cans with it.
Although I generally prefer subdued finishes on my 

working guns, my Winchester just seems to look right with its 
highly polished metal and glossy stock. I’ve accentuated it 
by having the trigger gold-plated and the bolt jeweled. The 
squirrels don’t seem to mind. 

Even though I now own other .22 rifles and have other guns 
that cost more or are a bit more accurate, if I should ever get 
to the point where I’m impoverished enough that I have to sell 
off any of them (God forbid!), my favorite squirrel rifle is the 
one I will always hang on to.

—Dan Harvey, virginia
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LaserMax_1 HPH4c TAR 1010.indd   1 8/13/10   5:14:40 PM

During the administration of 
Governor “Kingfish” Huey P. 
Long and that of his hand-picked 

successor, O.K.  Allen, my grandfather, 
Edward R. Stoker, served in several posts 
including chief clerk to the Louisiana House 
of Representatives. It became well known in 
governmental circles that he an exceptional 
deer hunter. Therefore he was “drafted” to 
set up and lead hunts in southern Louisiana 
for the governor and selected cronies. He 
did this successfully for years, apparently 
so well that the hunters got together and 
gave him a “thank you” gift.

A Louisiana “Thank You”
And what a gift it was. He received 

a Remington Model 11D, built on the 
Browning patent and, therefore, virtually 
identical to the FN Browning Auto-5. 

Granddaddy’s Remington is a “D” 
category or Tournament Grade. The 
receiver and lower barrel are liberally 
covered with factory engraving and 
it has select walnut for the stock and 
forearm. The beautiful shotgun was to 
be no pretty wall-hanger, however. From 
whitetail deer in the vegetation-choked 
swamps of southern Louisiana to the duck 
leases along the coast, the Remington 
performed magnificently. It quickly 



Lightning quick access even  

in the dark. Our patented  

N o - Eyes  Key p a d  a n d  

Bio pad offer immediate  

access to your firearm.

SAFE • QUICK • STRONG • SMART

www.gunvault.com

became his favorite. For decades, he 
continued to proudly hunt with his 11D, 
taking his last deer with the gun in 1972 at 
the age of 83.

In 1974, the shotgun passed to my 
father and I began to use it shortly 
thereafter. I don’t know if it’s the gun itself 
or my feelings for it, but I consistently 
shoot better with it than with its newer 
battery mates. Maybe old Ed is looking 
over my shoulder. I am sure that I look 
forward to the day when my young son 
John can appreciate granddaddy Ed’s 
Remington Model 11D and enjoy it as I 
have. It’s more than my favorite shotgun. 

Nearly every shooter has a favorite firearm. If you have one 
you wouldn’t part with and would like to share the experience 
of owning it with other American Rifleman readers, send a 
sharp color photograph of the gun, accompanied by its story in 
fewer than 400 words, with your name, address and daytime 
telephone number to: Favorite Firearms, American Rifleman, 
National Rifle Association, 11250 Waples Mill Road, Fairfax, VA 
22030-9400. Photos and submissions cannot be returned and 
may be edited for clarity and brevity.  
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NOSLER.com 800.285.3701

All Metal, Internal And External, Is
Coated With An All-Weather
Ceramic Finish To Resist Corrosion
And Wear

Proven NoslerCustom® Action
Features A 2-Position Safety And An
Adjustable Trigger Set To A Crisp
3 lb. Let-Off

Lightweight Yet Durable Kevlar® 
And Carbon Fiber Stock Is Textured
For Grip And Sealed With An
All-Weather Finish

Guaranteed 3/4” 3-Shot Groups At
100 yards With NoslerCustom®
Ammunition

$2,995.00
<$800.00>

- MSRP
- NRA Discount

2007 - Field & Stream - Best of the Best Bolt Action Rifle
2010 - Gray’s Sporting Journal - Gray’s Best Bolt Action Rifle
April 2010 - Outdoor Life - 4 Out Of 4 Stars - Gun Test

*Offer Valid Until December 31, 2010. The NRA is not affiliated with this promotion so all inquiries will need to be
addressed directly to Nosler, Inc. You must present NRA membership number to participate. Scope not included.
Kevlar is a registered trademark of DuPont.  Enter promo code NRA2010 at checkout on Nosler.com

For almost 140 years, the NRA has successfully defended our right to keep and bear arms. At 
Nosler we understand this is a team effort and would like to thank everyone involved for 

their hard work, donations and unwillingness to compromise on our way of life. As a token 
of our gratitude we are extending special pricing on our Model 48 Custom Sporter and 

Model 48 Custom Varmint rifles to everyone that is an NRA member.

Thank You to Everyone that is a Member. 

For a limited time*, and only to members of the National Rifle Association, Nosler will be offering the Model 48  Custom Sporter
and the Model 48 Custom Varmint Rifle for $800 off regular price. This includes all calibers in both right and left hand configurations.
Enter promo code NRA2010 at checkout on Nosler.com, call Nosler or take this ad to your local dealer to place your order. If a friend 
or hunting partner would also like to receive this discount, it’s very easy, join the NRA. 

Thank You

Nosler PG4c TARSI 0810.indd   1 6/2/10   2:48:47 PM



For a FREE 
DVD Catalog

Visit Uberti.com
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QUESTION & ANSWERS

Sterlingworth & Worthington Side-By-Sides

Sterlingworth 
by A.h. Fox

Machining, Fitting and FInish are excellent

The competition can stop trying

Actions Speak LOUDER 
than words, 

so shoot one for yourself!

Absolute strength.308 Caliber

Knock down, stop your 
  assailant right now power

By far the best AR platform I have ever owned or operated

Unmatched strength and durability
Lewis Machine & Tool Co. is to  

 supply the UK Ministry of Defence…

the new LM308MWS 
FROM Lewis Machine & Tool

After nearly a decade in development, 
the Lewis Machine & Tool LM308MWS 
has arrived and taken the shooting 
community by storm. Designed  
by the LMT team, the LM308MWS  
is the latest evolution of the LMT 
Monolithic Rail Platform. The .308 
caliber monolithic rail model was 
developed to give its operators greater 
accuracy, power and extended range,  
Because Failure Is Not An Option.

www.LMTdefense.com     309.732.9527

B e c a u s e  Fa i l u r e  i s  n o t  a n  o p t i o n
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A

QI recently acquired two shotguns that were true attic finds. Please let me 
know how old these guns are since I have never heard of either company. 
The first gun is a Worthington Arms 12-ga., side-by-side, double-trigger 
shotgun with  28" barrels. There is no model number, but all the parts have 
the serial number stamped on them. The barrels’ finish is worn, but the 
inside is clean and smooth (no pitting). The second gun is a Sterlingworth 
12-ga., side-by-side, double-trigger shotgun with 30" barrels. There is no 
model number, but all the parts have the same serial number stamped 
on them. The top of the barrels have the following on them: First barrel, 
“STERLINGWORTH FLUID COMPRESS STEEL MADE BY” and the second 
barrel, “THE STERLINGWORTH COMPANY - PHILADELPHIA PA. U.S.A.” 

worthington 
by CreSCent ArmS

Worthington Arms was a brand name used 
by the Crescent Arms Co. of Norwich, Conn. 
Crescent was a large arms-producing company active 
from around 1892. More than likely, this shotgun was produced 
prior to World War I. Eventually the parent company, Crescent, came 
under the ownership of Stevens Arms around 1932.
      When active, Crescent produced a large number of inexpensive 
shotguns, such as your Worthington, which were very popular. 
Unfortunately, shotguns such as these, while interesting, have very little 
if any collector value.

Your Sterlingworth shotgun was actually produced by the A.H. Fox 
Gun Co., a producer of very good-quality shotguns. In 1910, Fox began 
production of a shotgun that was labeled as a “Sterlingworth” and was 
marked as being produced by Sterlingworth Arms. After an initial 3,000 
guns were produced, the Sterlingworth Arms label was discarded 
and the guns were identified as produced by A.H. Fox. Your gun was 
produced around that time. After World War I,  the A.H. Fox Gun. Co. was 
purchased by Savage Arms.

—Reid Coffield



QUESTION & ANSWERS

A

QI have a Walther PPK-L .22-cal. pistol that is in about 95 percent 
condition, and it seems to have the Nazi German “Eagle-N” 
proofmark on the barrel, slide and frame, plus a “68-antler” 
proofmark on the barrel. The serial number is 505XXXLR. The 
slide is also stamped with the words “Carl Walther Waffenfabrik 
Ulm/Do.,” which indicates it was manufactured in Ulm, 
Germany. Because of the “Eagle-N” proofmarks it appears that 
it is of  World War II vintage (1939 to 1945). The plastic grips, 
however, say “DISTRIBUTED BY INTERARMS, ALEXANDRIA 
VIRGINIA USA” on one side and “MADE IN GERMANY” on the 
other side.

It was definitely not made during World War II under 
the Nazi government. The proofmark you described as a 
Nazi eagle is actually the postwar Bundesadler or Federal 
Eagle, which was not introduced until 1952. The “L” in 
PPK-L indicates that your handgun has an aluminum-
alloy frame. This was only used on a limited number of 
.22 Long Rifle and .32 ACP versions of the PPK. Interarms 
was established in the early 1950s and became the sole 
importer of Walther pistols in 1956. It is likely that your 
handgun was made in the late ’50s or early ’60s and 
imported at that time.

—Reid Coffield

Walther PPK-L Pistol

Walther’s original factory in 
Zella-Mehlis, Germany, was in 

Soviet-occupied East Germany, 
so the firm relocated to Ulm in 

West Germany. 
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From the thousands of questions and letters on guns, ammunition and their use that 
American Rifleman receives every year, it publishes the most interesting here. Receiving 
answers to technical and historical questions is a privilege reserved to NRA members.

Questions must be in the form of letters addressed to: Dope Bag, NRA Publications, 
11250 Waples Mill Road, Fairfax, VA 22030-9400; must contain the member’s code 
line from an American Rifleman or American Hunter mailing label or membership 
card; must be accompanied by a stamped, self-addressed, legal-size envelope; and must 
be limited to one specific question per letter. Non-members may submit a question with 
a membership application. We cannot answer technical or historical questions by 
telephone, e-mail or fax, and we cannot place even an approximate value on 
guns or other equipment. Please allow eight to 10 weeks for replies.

“Questions & Answers” is compiled by staff and Contributing Editors: Hugh C. 
Birnbaum, Bruce N. Canfield, O. Reid Coffield, Charles M. Fagg, Angus Laidlaw, Harry 
Hunter, Charles E. Petty, Jon R. Sundra, Jim Supica, John M. Taylor and John Treakle.



A New Ruling For The .30-’06 Sprg.
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Loaded with today’s 150-gr. bullets, the .30-’06 
Sprg. is ready for big game from antelope to elk.

BY JOHN HAVILAND

A New Ruling For The .30-’06 Sprg.

hether you decide 
to defend freedom

with a gift through your 
will, trust, or benefi ciary 

designation, the NRA 
planned giving team 
can assist you with 

attorney referrals, sample 
language, or answer any 
questions you may have. 

W

Defend Freedom 
without 

Firing a Shot

Call 
(877) NRA-GIVE 

(972-4483) 

today to discuss your 
legacy of freedom.

www.nraplannedgiving.orgPhotos by author



Every hunter who packs a .30-’06 Sprg. into 
the game fields knows that the traditional 
rule is to shoot 150-gr. bullets while 

hunting game the size of deer and pronghorn 
antelope and to switch to 180-gr. projectiles for 
larger game. However, with today’s controlled-
expansion bullets, that rule may have to be 
changed to shooting only 150-gr. bullets at big 
game from antelope to elk.

The result of my son’s elk hunt two years ago 
sealed the switch to lighter bullets for me. At 
first light, Brian spotted 20-plus elk moving 
across a sagebrush flat toward the timber 
above. As he hurried across the flat to intercept 
them, the elk crossed 200 yds. below, and a 
six-point bull at the back of the bunch stopped 
to change directions. The boom of Brian’s first 
.30-’06 Sprg. shot was followed by a crack of 
the bullet hitting the elk in the shoulder. The 
second shot also hit the bull in the shoulder, 
and it fell.

The two Barnes 150-gr. Triple-Shock X-Bullets 
had plowed through the lower part of both of the 
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... FIGURES HELP MAKE 
SENSE OF THE MYSTERY 
OF THE VARIATION 
BETWEEN DIFFERENT 
BULLETS’ TRAJECTORY 
AND TERMINAL 
PERFORMANCE.



animal’s shoulder bones and stopped under the 
hide on its far side. Few obstacles are tougher on 
a bullet than elk bones. Yet both the recovered 
Triple-Shocks weighed 128 grs., shearing off 
two of their four petals. Their expanded frontal 
diameters were 0.575" and 0.770" with slightly 
more than half an inch of their shanks remaining 
intact—perfect!

The Benefit Of 150s 
Shooters are obsessed with numbers because 

figures help make sense of the mystery of the 
variation between different bullets’ trajectory 
and terminal performance.

The trajectory advantage goes to 150-gr. 
bullets in the contest between 150- and 180-gr. 
bullets fired from the .30-’06 Sprg. The highest 
velocity I ever attained from a 150-gr. bullet 
from a .30-’06 Sprg. with a 22" barrel was 3080 
f.p.s. The top speed from a 180-gr. bullet was 
2770 f.p.s. At those speeds, and with both bullets 
sighted in 2" high at 100 yds., the difference in 
drop between 150- and 180-gr. bullets is 2.82" at 

 loading bench

Galco TPV4c TAR 0810.indd   1 5/11/10   12:40:54 PM

Popular 150-gr., .30-cal. hunting bullets include: 
(from l.) Barnes Tipped Triple-Shock X-Bullet, 
Nosler AccuBond, Nosler Ballistic Tip, Nosler 
E-Tip, Nosler Partition, Sierra Pro-Hunter and 
Swift Scirocco. 



300 yds., 5.73" at 400 yds. and 9.69" way out at 500 yds. That’s a significant 
advantage for the 150s at 400 yds. At 500 it’s more theoretical because 
nobody should shoot at an unwounded big-game animal that far away.

The 150-gr. bullets also pretty well carry the same energy as 180-gr. 
bullets. The 150s actually pack about 100 ft.-lbs. more energy at the 
muzzle than do the 180s. At 200 yds., the 180s do nudge ahead in the 
energy department; however, at 500 yds. that additional power is only 
87 ft.-lbs. in the 180’s favor.

But foot-pounds of energy do not kill big game. A bullet’s ability to 
halt the function of an animal’s vital organs is what dependably kills 
big game. That’s where today’s 150-gr. bullets shine.
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SELECT LOADS FOR .30-’06 SPRG. 150-GR. BULLETS
Bullet 
Brand/Weight

C.O.l.
(inChes)

PrOPellant 
tyPe

Weight

(grs.)
average 
velOC-

ity

(f.P.s.)

aCCuraCy

(inChes)

Barnes 150-gr.
tiPPed triPle shOCk

3.29 IMR4350 59.0 2875 1.28

nOsler 150-gr.
aCCuBOnd

3.32 HunteR 61.0 2896 1.41

nOsler 150-gr.
BallistiC tiP

3.29 uRP 60.5 3037 1.28

nOsler 150-gr.
e-tiP

3.28 BIg gaMe 55.0 2864 1.27

nOsler 150-gr.
PartitiOn

3.28 BIg gaMe 58.0 2902 1.82

sierra 150-gr.
sPitzer

3.20 RelodeR 19 60.5 2777 1.28

sWift 150-gr.
sCirOCCO

3.24 W760 56.5 2871 1.99

aveRage velocIty Was fRoM 10 sHots RecoRded on a cHRony MasteR cHRonogRaPH 
9 ft. fRoM tHe Muzzle of tHe 22" BaRRel of a BRoWnIng X-Bolt staInless stalkeR 
caRBon fIBeR RIfle. accuRacy Is tHe aveRage of fIve consecutIve, fIve-sHot gRouPs at 
100 yds. WItH tHe X-Bolt fItted WItH a nIkon 2.5-8X scoPe set on 8X. nosleR cases 
and WIncHesteR laRge RIfle (WlR) PRIMeRs used WItH all loads.



Barnes PG4c TARH 0810.indd   1 6/8/10   10:00:21 AM
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As You Like
An assortment of 150-gr. bullets is available to provide a lethal punch. 

Ordinary bullets with lead cores and copper-alloy jackets work just fine 
on deer and antelope. Bullets like the Sierra flat-base spitzer (Pro-Hunter), 
Hornady InterLock, Remington Core-Lokt and other similar cup-and-core 
bullets fired from the .30-’06 Sprg. have filled freezers with venison for 
decades. I put a .30-’06 Sprg. Winchester factory-loaded 150-gr. Power Point 
bullet clear through an antelope buck last fall, and with minimal meat damage.

BULLET’S ABILITY TO HALT THE 
FUNCTION OF AN ANIMAL’S 

VITAL ORGANS IS WHAT 
DEPENDABLY KILLS BIG GAME.



   JOIN 
          Help Shape 
America’s 
     Future. 

For only $35 you can defend freedom. 1-877-NRA-2000
Date ____/____ /____                  XR021690

Mr/Mrs/Ms  _____________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________

City __________________________ State ______  Zip ___________

Phone (______ ) __________________     Birthdate ____/____ /____ 

E-Mail _________________________________________________

 
Charge to: ❐ AMEX ❐ VISA ❐ MC ❐ Discover   ___/___ Exp. Date

____❙____❙____❙____❙____❙____❙____❙____❙____❙____❙____❙____❙____❙____❙____❙____ 
Account Number

Signature:  ______________________________________________
                Send To:  NRA Recruiting Programs
                 11250 Waples Mill Rd, Fairfax, VA  22030 

Payment: ❐ Charge ❐ Check 

Membership Type:
1 Year  ❐ $35     3 Years ❐ $85     5 Years ❐ $125
Magazine Choice:  (choose only one)
PRINT:  ❐ American Ri� eman ❐ American Hunter 

 ❐ America’s 1st Freedom

DIGITAL:  ❐ American Ri� eman ❐ American Hunter 

Contributions, gi� s, or membership dues made  
or paid to the National Ri� e Association of 
America are not refundable or transferable and 
are not deductible as charitable contributions 
for Federal Income Tax purposes.

JoinNRA H2digital-print.indd   1 9/16/09   11:00:15 AM

Weight and size are the enemy of speed and maneuverability, two primary 
factors that determine an operator’s survival. So we packed 110 lumens of 
output into a compact, Mil-Spec hard-anodized aluminum body that comes
with a click-on/off tailcap switch and a pressure-activated tape switch. Its
virtually indestructible LED and Total Internal Reflection (TIR) lens produce
a focused, far-reaching beam with plenty of peripheral light for situational
awareness. All this power packed into a mere 4 inches of length, and weighing
a scant 4.5 ounces. The Mini Scout—smaller, lighter, better.
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A bullet design that 
controls and/or limits 
upset upon impact is a 
good idea for shooting 
larger game. Bullet 
manufacturers achieve 
this performance 
several ways.

Swift’s A-Frame 
and Nosler’s Partition 
incorporate a dividing 
wall in the bullets 
to stop expansion 
about halfway down 
their length. Plus the 
A-Frame’s front core is 
bonded to the jacket.

If maximum 
expansion and high 
weight retention are 
desired, bullets with 
the lead core and 
copper or copper-
alloy jacket bonded 
together are the best 
choice. Examples of 
this include the  
Hornady InterBond, 
Nosler AccuBond and 
Swift Scirocco. I shot 
a bull elk broadside 
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When used on a Corsican sheep, the 150-gr. Winchester Power-Point from a 
.30-’06 Sprg. performed admirably (left). Bullets of this weight can also be used 
on larger game animals, provided they were designed to maintain integrity. 
The Triple-Shock X-Bullet (middle) and the Swift Scirocco (right), both 150-gr. 
bullets, were recovered from bull elk, clearly illustrating that180-gr. projectiles 
are not needed to take the larger species.

IF MAXIMUM EXPANSION AND 
HIGH WEIGHT RETENTION ARE 
DESIRED, BULLETS WITH THE LEAD 
CORE AND COPPER OR COPPER-
ALLOY JACKET BONDED TOGETHER 
ARE THE BEST CHOICE.



through both lungs a few years ago with my .30-’06 Sprg. loaded with 
150-gr. Swift Sciroccos. The elk staggered a few steps on rubbery legs 
and fell over. The Scirocco had destroyed both lungs and stopped against 
the hide on the far side. The bullet had mushroomed nearly flat to a 
diameter of 0.715", yet retained 135 grs. of its original weight.

The deep-penetrating bullets are of uniform composition constructed 
with a hollow forward section with lengthwise scores and a solid shank. 
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When the petals on these bullets peel 
open along their path through an 
animal, their expanded front portion is 
quite large; however, their long shank 
remains intact to keep the bullet plowing 
through the animal. A few of these bullets 
include the all-copper Barnes Triple-
Shock X-Bullet, and the gilding metal 
(95 percent copper and 5 percent zinc) 
Hornady GMX and Nosler E-Tip.

Preston Bunker of Barnes Bullets 
says many hunters are choosing the 
Barnes Tipped Triple-Shock X-Bullet 
because its plastic tip helps initiate 
bullet expansion at longer range 
somewhat better than the original 
Triple-Shock’s hollow point. “Besides,” 

he added, “that sharp plastic 
tip looks cool.” Not to mention, 
the tip increases the ballistic 
coefficient for flatter trajectories 
and less wind deflection.

Handloading
A variety of propellants work well 

for handloading the .30-’06 Sprg. 
with 150-gr. bullets. Propellants 
listed in the Select Loads chart 
fairly well-filled the Nosler cases 
and were compressed when the 
bullets were seated. Holding 
a propellant charge in a fixed 
position like that provides a more  
(Continued after next spreads) 

Lightweight premium bullets, such as 
the Barnes 150-gr. TTSXs shown above, 
lend enhanced terminal performance and 
velocity to the .30-’06 Sprg., yet sacrifice 
nothing with regard to accuracy. That 
said, traditional cup-and-core-type bullets 
have their place in the field. Even with 
a clean-barrel shot opening the group, 
Sierra’s 150-gr. Pro-Hunter grouped very 
well (right). 
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For best accuracy, Nosler recommends 
seating E-Tips 0.050" to 0.100" shy of the 
rifling. The author split the difference, 
seating the 150-gr. bullet 0.070" off the 
lands, for a C.O.L. of 3.28". The author 
recommends selecting a propellant that 
nearly fills the .30-’06 Sprg.’s case for 
better consistency (above).
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For complete ordering information and a
Free Catalog, visit www.thecmp.org

CIVILIAN MARKSMANSHIP PROGRAM
1401 Commerce Blvd / Anniston, AL  36207

No FFL required to transfer surplus military rifles from CMP to an individual.  CMP U.S
Government Surplus Rifle Purchase Requirements: Purchaser must:  1. Be a U.S. citizen at
least 18 years of age.  2. Be legally eligible to purchase a firearm.  3. Be a member of a
veterans' organization or of a club or state association affiliated with the CMP (contact
CMP for a list of over 4,500 qualifying clubs/associations).   4. Have participated in a
marksmanship activity or satisfy with other criteria. See catalog for complete instructions.

The CMP is a non-profit corporation chartered by the U.S. Congress to promote firearms safe-
ty training and marksmanship, especially for youth. CMP sales of U.S. Government surplus
rifles, ammo and related merchandise help fund CMP Junior programs, affiliated shooting
club programs and the CMP hosted National Trophy Rifle and Pistol Matches at Camp Perry.

Today's youth will ultimately determine whether the Second Amendment survives or dies. We who cherish
the legacy of the right to keep and bear arms must invest in young people who are excited about our 
heritage—who enjoy hunting and the shooting sports. 

Sign up an NRA Junior Member for only $15.
NRA Junior Members receive:

A subscription to InSights, the official monthly full-color publication for young shooters. InSights is crammed full
with articles on hunting, competitive shooting, product reviews, history, games, puzzles, NRA news for juniors
and, most importantly, firearms safety.

Official NRA membership cards that proudly identify them as NRA Members.
Free NRA Junior decals.

Contributions, gifts or membership dues made or paid to the NRA are not refundable or 
transferable and are not deductible as charitable contributions for Federal income tax purposes. 
$3.75 of annual dues are designated for magazine

Call 
(877) NRA-2000
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The author used a 150-gr. Winchester 
Power-Point to take this antelope.



Send $1 for your 32-page Lee catalog full of reloading bargains!  www.leeprecision.com

It has been busy the past two years and we’re hearing from 
customers who would have preferred to buy Lee dies  
instead of another brand.
 There are a lot of similar looking dies, as Lee Dies are the 
most copied. Sadly, the copy cat dies come up short.  
Only our originals have all the features serious reloaders 
want — like powder through expanding dies, built-in stuck 
case remover, the tightest tolerances in the industry, free 
shell holder, factory crimp die, the largest, most complete  
load data. This data alone is priceless on some  
hard-to-find and special purpose calibers.
 Suffer no longer. Trade in your competitor die set and 
receive a brand new, shiny Lee Die Set for half price! Even 
without a trade in, you’ll find Lee Dies priced 1/3 to 1/2 of the 
competition at your dealer.
              Sincerely,

John Lee, President

Lee Pacesetter Rifle Dies  34.98 

Lee Carbide Pistol Dies 39.98 

Trade in your compeTiTors’ die seT and receive  
a brand new, shiny Lee die seT for haLf price! 

LEE PRECISION, INC.    DEPT 210   4275 HIGHWAY U     HARTFORD WI 53027

If you’re ready to trade up, send us your competitors’ die set 
and payment of 1/2 the Lee suggested retail price. Limit one die 
per customer. Die set requested must be for the same cartridge. 
Available factory direct only. Include $4.00 S&H.

TRADE UP TO LEE QUALITY

Fred Eichler
Host of Predator Nation
Outfi tter and Outdoor Writer

FIND  YOUR  GO-TO  GUN  at  www.rockriverarms.com

Coyote  Carbine
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WARNING: Technical data and information contained herein are intended to provide 
information based upon the limited experience of individuals under specific conditions and 
circumstances. They do not detail the comprehensive training, procedures, techniques and 
safety precautions that are absolutely necessary to properly carry on similar activity. READ 
THE NOTICE AND DISCLAIMER ON THE CONTENTS PAGE OF THIS MAGAZINE. ALWAYS 
CONSULT COMPREHENSIVE REFERENCE MANUALS AND BULLETINS OF PROPER TRAINING 
REQUIREMENTS, PROCEDURES, TECHNIQUES AND SAFETY PRECAUTIONS BEFORE 
ATTEMPTING ANY SIMILAR ACTIVITIES.

(Continued) 
even burn to the powder that results in 
lower variation in velocity. The velocities 
of the loads recorded in the chart had 
standard deviations of 20 with IMR4350, 
16 with Norma URP, 10 with W760 and 
9 with Ramshot Hunter. Relatively fast-
burning propellants such as IMR4064 and 
H-4895 fail to completely fill a case and 
slosh around, settling any which way and 
resulting in a wider spread of velocity.

Because of the Nosler E-Tip’s long 
bearing surface, Nosler states the E-Tip 
bullets should be initially loaded with the 
starting load listed in the Nosler Reloading 
Guide 6 and to not exceed the middle 
load given for other Nosler bullets of the 
same weight. Using a middle load of 55.0 
grs. of Ramshot Big Game, the 150-gr. 
E-Tips had an average velocity of 2864 
f.p.s. at a distance of 9 ft. from the muzzle 
of the 22"-barreled Browning X-Bolt rifle. 
That speed is about 70 f.p.s. slower than 
other Nosler bullets and the same powder 
charge fired from a 24" barrel.

I usually seat bullets for hunting 
rounds about 0.05" from contacting 
the rifling. That bullet seating 
depth typically provides good 
accuracy and always assures that 
an unfired cartridge will easily 
extract from the chamber. Barnes 
suggests that amount of bullet 
setback for its Triple-Shocks. 
Nosler suggests seating E-Tip 
bullets in cases 0.050" to 0.100" 
short of contacting the rifling lands 
for the best accuracy. I split the 
difference and seated the E-Tip 
150s 0.070" from contact. That 
cartridge length—3.28"—provided 
good accuracy with the E-Tips. 

Hunters should amend the 
unwritten law they’ve obeyed 
for years and try 150-gr. bullets 
in the .30-’06 for all big game. 
They’ll be glad they did when 
they see how effectively these 
bullets work on game from 
antelope to elk.
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HUNTERS 
SHOULD 
AMEND THE 
UNWRITTEN 
LAW THEY’VE 
OBEYED FOR 
YEARS AND 
TRY 150-GR. 
BULLETS IN 
THE .30-’06 
FOR ALL BIG 
GAME. 



THIS ELECTION SEASON,  
ANTI-GUNNERS ARE  
HOPING NRA MEMBERS 
FALL INTO THE TRAP OF

American Rifleman     Oct 2010
  C O M M E N T    

 G E T  I N V O L V E D



f you read nothing else between now and Election Day, read this.
Because your most fundamental freedoms—as an American 

citizen and as a human being—are on the line today like never before.
The Nov. 2 elections will have consequences for your freedoms 

that are likely to reverberate for generations to come.
And above all else, the enemies of freedom don’t want you to vote.

So here’s a look at why your 
voice within nra—and your vote 
on Election Day—means the 
difference between victory and 
defeat for your freedoms.

“The only thing necessary for the 
triumph of evil is for good men 
to do nothing.” Edmund Burke

Voter Suppression Endangers Your 
Freedoms You can’t seem to escape it: 
On tv, on the radio, in the newspapers 
and even on their Internet sites, the old-
guard national media can’t seem to tell you 
loudly enough, often enough or in enough 
different ways that:

• The enemies of freedom on Capitol  
Hill and in state legislatures face a 
firestorm of voter anger and outrage of 
Biblical proportions in this November’s 
elections; and

• The Election Day firestorm will 
completely change the makeup of the u.s. 
Senate and House, and push the political 
pendulum back toward freedom for years 
to come.

by Wayne L aPierre
nra Executive Vice President  

and 
Chris W. Cox

nra-ila Executive Director



When you 
consider the 

source of these endless rosy predictions for 
freedom—a national media establishment 
that spins the truth, suppresses the truth 
and even flat-out lies to advance the anti-
freedom agenda of the political elites in 
Washington—you see the motives and 
method behind their message.

By endlessly repeating their “prediction” 
that the powerful, arrogant elitists in 
Washington will be wiped out in this 
year’s elections, the anti-gun, anti-freedom 
media are telling you, “Don’t worry. Don’t 
pay attention. And don’t bother voting to 
reclaim your freedoms, because everyone 
else will do it for you!”

“Just stay home on Election Day,” they 
might as well say. “Just relax in apathy and 
complacency, and everything will turn out 
fine. You don’t need to do anything!”

It’s a siren song, a calculated campaign 
designed to reduce the Election Day 
turnout of freedom-loving Americans  
like you.

And if gun owners fall for it, it’s how we’ll 
snatch defeat from the jaws of victory.

Only you can prevent that tragic Election 
Day outcome. 

NRA And Gun Owners: The 
Strongest Force For Freedom As a 
central component of their campaign, the 
enemies of freedom seek to sow division 

within the ranks of those of us who cherish 
freedom most of all.

It’s a divide-and-conquer strategy, and it’s 
aimed most directly at you.

Why? Because they know that gun owners 
and nra members like you constitute the 
biggest, strongest and most effective voting 
bloc for freedom on the planet. 

It’s no accident that nra members “Vote 
Freedom First.” Because at its core, the 
Second Amendment isn’t only about guns—
it’s about freedom in its purest sense.

From the birth of our nation at Lexington 
and Concord, right up until today, the Right 
to Keep and Bear Arms is the single most 
important safeguard and symbol of freedom 
in the American experience.

The Right to Keep and Bear Arms is what 
secures the sovereignty of “We the People.” 

It’s what keeps us free, even today, as our 
nation’s Founders understood—not just 
from would-be tyrants and foreign invaders, 
but also from the tyranny of fear and 
victimization by violent criminals.

But the enemies of freedom want you 
to depend on them for your safety and 
everything else. They know that if they 
convince you that you’ll be helpless without 
their benevolence, you’ll vote them back into 
office over and over again.

It’s the most cynical and sinister strategy 
imaginable. 

And its single most defining characteristic is 
that it eats away at your freedom like a cancer. 
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THE 5-4 DILEMMA
Nothing puzzles typical gun owners more than people who 
somehow cannot understand, just by reading the words 

of the Second 
Amendment, 
that it protects an 
individual right 
that applies to 
all law-abiding 
Americans. 

That’s why 
the razor-thin, 
5-4 victories in 
the Heller and 

McDonald u.s. Supreme Court cases are so confounding. 
In the minds of many, there shouldn’t be four 

Americans who don’t understand the true meaning of 
the Second Amendment, much less four members of the 
highest court in the land who don’t get it.

The 5-4 pro-gun margin on the u.s. Supreme Court makes 
one thing clear: Elections Matter. 

Renew or upgrade your membership, vote and get your 
friends and family to vote. Be part of the hammer that will 
continue to forge freedom for generations to come.



Election 
2010: Do You, 

Or Do You Not, Want To Be Free? 
No matter what worries you the most about 
where our country is headed—whether it’s 
the bailouts, buyouts and backroom deals 
in Washington, or out-of-control spending, 
or the illegal immigration and drug cartel 
violence that Washington refuses to even 
enforce the law to stop, or government 
takeover of everything it can get within its 
grasp—every one of these issues, at its root, 
is about your freedoms.

And so the responsibility once again 
falls upon nra members and gun owners 
like us—as the nation’s most capable, 
committed and uncompromising defenders 
of freedom—to lead the charge and deliver 
freedom from her enemies on Nov. 2.

May God help our country if we falter 
or fail.

Because if we fail to send a message 
that they cannot ignore on Election Day, 
the enemies of freedom at every level of 
government will say that we don’t matter 
and that they can do whatever they darn 
well please.

If that happens, we can almost guarantee 
you that you won’t recognize this country a 
few short years from now.

Because the victories we’ve won for 
freedom can be undone, overruled, 
sidestepped or simply ignored faster than 
you might realize.

NRA Victories: Costly, Fragile 
... And Fleeting? Over the past 
three decades, nra’s record of victories—
for freedom in general and the Second 
Amendment specifically—has been nothing 
short of spectacular. (See sidebar, “A Legacy 
Of Winning.”)

But as remarkable as that record of success 
has been, what’s regrettable is just how fierce 
most of those battles were, and how fragile and 
reversible so many of those victories remain—
even today.

For perfect examples, just look at our recent, 
razor-thin victories in the u.s. Supreme Court. 
(See sidebar, “The 5-4 Dilemma.”)

Both District of Columbia v. Heller and 
McDonald v. Chicago were decided in favor of 
freedom by a margin of just one vote. 

In the two years since the Heller decision, 
President Obama has appointed two new 
justices to the Supreme Court.  

Although she claimed during her 
confirmation hearings that the Heller case was 
“settled law,” Obama’s first nominee, Justice 
Sonia Sotomayor, voted in the McDonald case 
against protecting the Second Amendment 
from state and local government infringement. 

Obama’s second nominee to the bench, 
Elena Kagan, paid similar lip service to the 
Right to Keep and Bear Arms during her own 
confirmation hearings, but her political record 
reveals that she does not believe the Second 
Amendment guarantees a fundamental right.

Many of nra’s other victories for freedom 
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New! .264 LBC-AR™
This high performance new caliber is a Les Baer exclusive with downrange ballistics that will
simply knock you out. The brand new caliber and ammunition is a cooperative venture
between Les Baer Custom, Hornady and Black Hills Ammunition. The rifle , itself is 100%
Les Baer Custom.

New! 6 X 45 AR
Another dynamic new caliber based on the AR platform with a 5.56 mm NATO round necked up to
6mm. Two 6 X 45 rounds will be available, both loaded by Black Hills Ammunition. The best
news is that all 5.56/.223 magazines and other parts and accessories will interchange with
this high performing dynamo!.

New! LES BAER PISTON GUN
Sh-h-h-h…we can’t say much about this yet. But you’ll see our very first new Piston Gun,
built on our AR pattern. For now, we’ll just say that we have R&D’d this piston design (as
opposed to a traditional blowback design) for a very long time and we are sure as we can be
that this will absolutely be the finest piston style AR on the market.

Improved! LES BAER POLICE SPECIAL
Our super popular Police Special will be in even higher demand after we add a new flip-up sight,
new collapsible buttstock and NM carrier. It will also be available instandard 5.56 NATO, new
6 X 45 or new .264 LBC-AR™.

New! LES BAER BOLT ACTION TACTICAL RIFLE
Les Baer’s very first bolt gun. But this rifle has more than just a manual bolt…it has
performance that just won’t quit because it’s built from the ground-up by Les Baer
Custom. Our focus with this brand new bolt action rifle is law enforcement and military tactical
teams that still equip their snipers with tack driving bolt guns. We promise you it won’t take
long to become standard issue in a good many armories.

Never before has Les Baer Custom introduced so many
new models of world class firearms at one time.

Office Hours: 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM Central Time

www.lesbaer.com
1804 Iowa Drive • LeClaire, Iowa 52753

Ph: 563-289-2126 • Fx: 563-289-2132
Email: info@lesbaer.com

SEMI-AUTO RIFLES

New! LES BAER CUSTOM BOSS .45
Like our entire pistol line, our newest .45 is based on our popular Premier II. But like the Boss 429 Mustang

after which it’s named, it has enough thoughtful extra touches to really make it the new Boss of custom .45s. See
for yourself what a difference the Les Baer touch
can make.

SEMI-AUTO PISTOLS

Les Baer AR.qxd:Layout 1  12/10/09  10:02 AM  Page 1



 
over the years could be in danger as well.

Look at the right to carry firearms for  
self-defense. 

It’s taken more than 20 years—at enormous  
effort and expense—to bring the number  
of Right-to-Carry states from 10 to 40 in 
this country.

You might reasonably assume that the 
Second Amendment, by protecting the Right 
to Keep and Bear Arms, also protects your 
right to carry a firearm. But you might be 
assuming too much. Too many state courts 
have upheld restrictions on the Right to Carry, 
and right now nra is helping citizens sue to 
end discrimination in state permit systems.

And don’t assume our Right-to-Carry 
victories are safe from the Obama 
administration. President Barack Obama 
said, “... I am consistently on record and 
will continue to be on record as opposing 
concealed carry.”

Look at our other recent victories. 
nra won a law that protects your right 

to carry a firearm in America’s national 
parks—but only after a years-long struggle 
in Washington. 

nra won commercial pilots the right to 
defend their cockpits, and airline passengers 
like you, from terrorist hijackers—but only 
after a long struggle in Washington.

nra saved the u.s. firearm industry 
from bankruptcy by banning baseless, 

politically motivated lawsuits against 
gun makers—but only after nearly seven 
years of congressional delays, debate and 
deliberate obstruction.

Whether it’s winning Right-to-Carry, 
hunter protection or Castle Doctrine laws, 
defeating gun bans or outlawing emergency 
gun confiscations, the victories we’ve won 
for freedoms have all come at great cost.

In every one of these struggles, we’ve 
prevailed only after being stonewalled, 
stifled, shouted down and attacked by the 
same gun-hating, freedom-fearing political 
elites who have laid siege to, and seized, 
vast tracts of your freedom over the past 
two years.

It’s time to make them pay—or pay  
the price.

The Decisive Difference Between 
Victory And Defeat But let’s not put 
the cart before the horse.

The only thing that allows nra to fight 
and win for freedom is you. Your voice. 
Your vote. Your nra membership. Your 
belief in freedom. 

You’re the source of our strength. You’re 
the muscle that moves our agenda forward. 
And you’re the solid, hardened hammer 
of proven voting authority that brings 
politicians back into line—or puts them out 
on the street.

Nothing means more in Washington than 
numbers. And in membership, manpower, 
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BOTH DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA V. HELLER  
AND MCDONALD V. CHICAGO WERE DECIDED 

IN FAVOR OF FREEDOM BY A MARGIN OF  
JUST ONE VOTE.
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money and 
mettle, nobody’s 

numbers are bigger than nra’s.
And that’s easy to understand. 
Just as firearms have always been the 

ultimate symbol and safeguard of freedom, 
those who understand the importance of 
firearm freedom have always been the most 
vigilant and vigorous defenders of freedom 
in all its forms.

So if you’re angry at the arrogance of 
elected representatives who refuse to 
represent you ... if you’re fearful for the 
survival of freedom when Washington does 
all it can to steal it or destroy it ... and if you 
want an America as free and safe for your 
kids as it was for us, then register your anger 
and outrage with the ultimate act of patriotic 
defiance: Vote.

Send them a message they cannot, and will 
not, ignore. Help nra tell the truth. More 
than ever before, Americans are looking 
to nra to lead the fight for freedom—to 
challenge the lies they’re hearing every day 
from the dishonest media and the politicians 

who are dragging this country down.
Right now, as we face this uncertain future, 

is when we must stand together as partners 
to keep the Second Amendment—and all of 
our basic liberties—secure for all law-abiding 
American citizens. 

In all of American history, certain dates—
like July 4, 1776—have marked critical 
turning points. And Nov. 2, 2010, is the next 
big day that will determine the future of  
our country.

 That’s the day America decides. And on 
that day, you and every nra member have 
the opportunity to put our country back 
on the right road—toward a government 
that derives its just power from the 
consent of the governed, to protect the 
liberties that have been endowed by the 
Creator to every American.

On Election Day, Nov. 2, “Vote  
Freedom First.” 

And together, let’s take back our freedom 
as the birthright of every American that no 
president, no bureaucrat, no judge and no 
politician can ever take away. 
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• nra protects gun owners through 
sweeping federal law reform;

• nra defeats Brady waiting period;
• nra defeats Al Gore, who made Second 

Amendment-bashing a cornerstone of 
his vice presidency;

• nra wins airline pilots the right to 
defend their cockpits;

• nra demolishes “ballistic 
fingerprinting” fraud; 

• nra defeats extension and expansion of 
Clinton gun ban; 

• nra voters defeat gun-ban presidential 
candidate John Kerry; 

• nra saves u.s. firearm industry from 
bankruptcy through the Protection Of 
Lawful Commerce In Arms Act;

• nra wins federal law protecting your 
rights during disasters;

• nra helps secure firearm freedom in 
u.s. Supreme Court in the Heller and 
McDonald cases;

• nra secures right to transport firearms 
for Amtrak passengers;

• nra secures Right to Carry on  
federal lands;

• nra prohibits health insurance 
companies from charging gun owners 
higher premiums;

• nra stops u.n. global gun ban in its tracks.

Need more examples? In the past two-and-
a-half decades:

• 40 states have passed Right-to-Carry 
laws—compared to 10 states that 
recognized that right in 1987;

• 24 states allow you to protect yourself 
and your loved ones through Castle 
Doctrine laws;

• 34 states have barred politically 
motivated lawsuits against firearm 
businesses;

• 13 states have passed workplace 
protection laws; 

• 28 states have banned emergency gun 
confiscations;  

• 48 states bar localities from passing gun 
laws stricter than state laws;

• 47 states have passed range protection laws;
• 50 states have passed hunter  

protection laws. 

A LEGACY OF WINNING
Less than three decades ago, the Right to Keep and Bear Arms was under siege, on the ropes 
and—our enemies hoped—on its way out.

After passing the Gun Control Act of 1968, anti-gun forces across the country rallied to use 
their momentum to take more—much more. Instead they suffered defeat after defeat, as nra, 
its members and its lobbying arm, the Institute for Legislative Action, founded in 1975, stopped 
them like the blade of a 50-ton bulldozer. 

Indeed, since the mid-1980s and continuing to this day, nra and its members have forged 
victory after victory for American gun owners, accomplishing feats of political, legislative and 
electoral success that were unimaginable just a generation earlier.

To put this profound restoration of firearm freedom into perspective, here’s a brief history of 
25 years of nra victories:
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Taurus’ 
Triple Threat

Photos by Hannele Lahti

With the PT 809 (top), PT 740 
SLIM (center) and PT 738 

TCP (bottom), Taurus gives 
consumers options with 

regard to size, chambering 
and capacity when selecting a 

personal-protection pistol.

he threat of bodily harm, even death, at 
the hands of an assailant exists in our 
daily lives, no matter how much we may 
try to convince ourselves otherwise. For 

lackadaisical individuals, the lapse of concern 
is often attributed to the classic “other guy” 
syndrome—in other words: It’ll happen to 
someone else, not me. But if it did happen to you, 
would you be prepared to deal with it? 

As threats come in many forms in various 
locations, a handgun optimally suited for one 
situation may prove only adequate in another. A 
merely “adequate” solution may seem sufficient, 
but when the lives of your family and yourself 
are on the line, an optimal solution is the only 
one worth considering. 

The informed armed citizen should choose 
the best tool for the job. For example, although 
a “pocket pistol” is a good choice for concealed 
carry and close-range confrontations, is it the 
best option for home defense? Probably not. 
What about the full-size, high-capacity pistol? 
Certainly sheer firepower and enhanced 
accuracy give it an edge in certain situations, 
but for everyday carry is it practical? And 
what about the options found between these 
extremes? There’s a lot to consider.

Taurus offers options that address the varying 
needs for personal protection. Here are three 
options that will fulfill those needs for most 
people inside the home and out, and best of all, 
they also cover a range of price points; however, 
always consider practicality before price.

Among the company’s wide array of handguns, 
Taurus’ three newest pistols stand out as options for 
personal protection. Deciding which one is best for 
you, though, requires forethought.  

BY AARON CARTER, Managing Editor

T



The PT 738’s extractor and loaded-
chamber indicator are located on the right 
side, behind the ejection port (above, l.). 
The integral, low-profile sights consist of 
a post front (l.) and notch rear (top, r.).

American Rifleman     Oct 2010
  C O M M E N T    

 S U P P O R T  N R A

PT 738 TCP
With the number of Right-To-Carry 

permits increasing exponentially 
in recent years, the demand for 
thin, lightweight, easily concealed 
handguns, and particularly those in 
.380 ACP, has grown with it. Taurus’ 
entry into this category is the PT 738 
TCP (Taurus Compact Pistol).

The American-made PT 738 is 
a recoil-operated, locked-breech, 
hammer-fired semi-automatic designed 

taurus

APPROXIMATELY 21,500 U.S. MODEL OF 
1911 PISTOLS CAME FROM REMINGTON’S 
PLANT BEFOR THE WAR ENDED ...

from the outset for one purpose: covert 
carry. As such, the no-frills pistol is 
devoid of unnecessary accoutrements, 
and it is thoughtfully designed with 
regard to concealment qualities and 
user friendliness.

The polymer-frame PT 738 (738B) 
has aluminum guide rails and a 
stainless steel slide finished in black. 
The stainless slide on the 738SS 
retains its natural color, and on the 



SHOOTING RESULTS (25 YDS.)
Cartridge

Brand/type

Vel. @ 10'
(f.p.s.)

energy

(ft.-lBs.)
group size in inChes

smallest   largest   aVerage

taurus pt 738 tCp .380 aCp

hornady 90-gr. ftX
CritiCal defense

    893 Avg.
         11 Sd

159 3.65 5.52 4.62

WinChester se 95-gr.
Bonded pdX1

    894 Avg.
         14 Sd

169 3.77 5.90 4.28

WinChester usa
95-gr. fmJ

    829 Avg.
           9 Sd

145 4.65 6.02 5.20

taurus pt 809 9 mm luger

hornady 115-gr. 
ftX CritiCal defense

  1033 Avg.
           7 Sd

272 2.40 3.65 2.92

speer 115-gr. gd hp
no. 23614

  1164 Avg.
         17 Sd

346 3.40 4.52 4.00

WinChester usa
115-gr. fmJ

  1117 Avg.
         24 Sd

319 3.15 5.15 4.20

taurus pt 740 slim .40 s&W

hornady tap fpd
155-gr. hp Xtp

  1007 Avg.
         15 Sd

349 3.10 4.10 3.50

speer 165-gr. gd hp   1012 Avg.
           5 Sd

375 3.48 4.60 3.94

WinChester se 165-gr.
Bonded pdX1

  1038 Avg.
           8 Sd

395 3.35 5.48 3.98

MeASured AverAge velocity for five roundS through A rcBS AMMoMASter chronogrAph. 
rAnge teMperAture: 94° f. huMidity: 44%. AccurAcy for five conSecutive, five-Shot 
groupS At 25 ydS. froM SAndBAgS. ABBreviAtionS: gd (gold dot), hp (hollow point),  
Sd (StAndArd deviAtion), Se (SupreMe elite), Xtp (eXtreMe terMinAl perforMAnce).
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738Ti the slide is titanium. It features 
angles and lines that add to its overall 
appearance, aid in avoiding “printing,” 
and ease—and quicken—insertion into 
and removal from a holster. To further 
avoid “snagging” during the draw, the 
pistol’s rudimentary sights are integral, 
non-adjustable and low-profile; however, 
for close-quarters confrontations, the 
purpose for which the PT 738 TCP is 
intended, they’re adequate. Additionally, 
the only things projecting—and then 
only minimally—from the frame are the 
slide catch and disassembly latch, the 
latter of which is more like a pin. Even 
the magazine-release button, which is 
located to the rear of the trigger guard, 
blends in nicely.

As the Taurus PT 738 is  
double-action-only, requiring a lengthy, 
yet not overly heavy (5 lbs. to 7 lbs.), 
and deliberate pull to discharge, the 
pistol has no manual safety—the result 
is one-less control to snag, as well as 
faster application of the handgun in a 
life-or-death situation. The company 
did, however, install its Taurus Security 
System (TSS) on the right, rear of the 
frame for additional security—note 

TAURUS OFFERS OPTIONS THAT 
ADDRESS THE VARYING NEEDS FOR 
PERSONAL PROTECTION. 

though, that the TSS should not be 
engaged when loaded. A loaded-
chamber indicator, which is located 
directly above the extractor, provides 
a visual and tactile reference as to the 
gun’s condition—particularly helpful in 
low-light conditions. Also beneficial is 
that the TCP’s slide locks back after the 
last round is fired.

With regard to size, the PT 738 TCP 
lives up to its moniker, as it measures 
0.87" (wide) by 3.75" (tall) by 5.2" 
(long), even with a 2.84" stainless steel 
barrel, and it weighs 10.2 ozs.—9 ozs. 
for the PT 738Ti. Despite its minimalist 
dimensions, the pistol has a six-plus-
one capacity of .380 ACP. Feeding the 
TCP is a single-stack, stamped metal 
magazine with a polymer bumper pad 
that serves to increase grip length. 
The additional length, combined with 
checkering on the frontstrap and 
backstrap and ribbing along the sides, 
makes the TCP controllable. Witness 
holes, along with a red/orange polymer 
follower, enable quick assessment of 
the number of rounds remaining in the 
magazine. Two magazines are included 
with the PT 738 TCP.

taurus



PT 740 SLIM
For the shooter demanding greater 

on-target energy, yet not wanting to 
forego concealment with ease, there’s 
the slightly larger PT 740 SLIM. The 
second offering in the SLIM line—the PT 
709 (January 2009, p. 58) is chambered 
in 9 mm Luger, and there’s the yet-to-
be-introduced PT 708 in .380 ACP—the 

PT 740 is a recoil-operated, single-
action/double-action, striker-fired 
semi-automatic pistol with six-plus-one 
capacity of .40 S&W.  

Although chambered in the potent .40 
S&W cartridge, the 19-oz. PT 740 lives up 
to its name, “SLIM”: it’s 1.04" wide, 5.35" 
tall and 6.24" in length—even with a 3.2" 
barrel. With the increased radius of its 

The Taurus PT 740 
SLIM’s three-dot-pattern 
sights consist of a post 
front (above) and fully 
adjustable rear (right). 
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attempt to fire the cartridge.
In addition to the manual safety, 

which is located behind the slide 
catch and is easily manipulated, there 
is a reciprocating trigger safety that 
impedes rearward movement of the 
trigger bar unless the trigger and 
trigger safety are pulled fully rearward 
together. The pistol also has a firing pin 
block that prevents the firing pin from 
moving forward unless the trigger is 
fully rearward and, like the TCP, the SLIM 
has the TSS; however, it’s on the rear, 
right side of the slide on the PT 740. 

Like the PT 738, the PT 740’s blued 
carbon steel (740B) or stainless (740SS) 
slide and polymer frame—with steel 
guide rails—are contoured to enhance 
function, comfort and concealment. 
In fact, so close are the lines that, 
side-by-side, only a few differences 
are noticeable, and even then, they 

taurus

FOR THE SHOOTER DEMANDING GREATER 
ON-TARGET ENERGY, YET NOT WANTING TO 
FOREGO CONCEALMENT WITH EASE, THERE’S 
THE SLIGHTLY LARGER PT 740 SLIM.

The full-size, single-action/double-action 
PT 809 has ambidextrous controls and 
low-profile Novak sights (l.). To customize 
fit, the pistol comes with two extra 
backstraps (r.).

sights, which are in the familiar three-
dot pattern and allow adjustability at the 
rear, the PT 740 is better-suited for self-
defense at greater distances. The pistol’s 
single-action pull weight is between 
5 lbs. and 7 lbs.; however, in a self-

defense scenario the trigger design 
enables it to be pulled again in 

a heavier double-action 
mode in a second 



pistol (February 2007, p. 44)—itself 
designed to meet U.S. Armed Forces 
requirements—is an excellent choice. 
The PT 809 is a single-action/double-
action, recoil-operated, hammer-fired 
semi-automatic chambered in 9 mm 
Luger—similar models are also offered 
in .40 S&W (PT 840) and .45 ACP  
(PT 845)—with 17-plus-one capacity. 
Both carbon steel (809B) and stainless 
steel (809SS) versions are available.

Compared to the PT 740 SLIM, the  

are mostly due to the larger frame of 
the PT 740. Notable exceptions are a 
reversible magazine-release button 
(for left-handed shooters) and an 
integral disassembly latch (as opposed 
to a removable pin). Additionally, the 
SLIM’s loaded-chamber indicator 
projects from the top—directly behind 
the ejection port—and not the side, as 
found on the TCP. It is also painted red 
for increased visibility.

The PT 740’s magazine is constructed 
from stamped metal, except for the 
plastic bumper pad, and holds six 
rounds. It also features five witness 
holes and a fluorescent orange polymer 
follower that clearly indicate the 
number of rounds remaining. Like the 
TCP, the SLIM’s slide locks back after 
the last round is fired.

PT 809
For the times when capacity and 

features trump concealment qualities 
and ease of portability, the PT 809, which 
was derived from the Taurus 24/7 OSS 
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Tennifer finish for durability (809B). Like 
the PT 738 TCP and PT 740 SLIM, the 
PT 809 features a proportionally large 
extractor and lowered ejection port for 
reliability; however, the pistol’s loaded-
chamber indicator is directly above the 
extractor, such as that found on the PT 
738. In addition to the TSS, like the PT 
740 the PT 809 has a firing pin block. 
After the last round is fired, the slide 
locks open.

Similar to its smaller cohorts, the 
PT 809’s polymer frame has metal 
guide rails and molded-in ribbing 
and checkering for purchase. Its 
disassembly latch is also identical to 
that found on the 740 SLIM; however, 
the similarities end there. The PT 809’s 
dust cover has an integral Mil-STD 

... DERIVED FROM THE TAURUS 
24/7 OSS PISTOL ... ITSELF 
DESIGNED TO MEET U.S. ARMED 
FORCES REQUIREMENTS—IS AN 
EXCELLENT CHOICE. 

taurus

PT 809 is considerable in size. It 
measures 1.14" wide, 6" tall and 7.75" 
long, and it weighs 30.2 ozs. empty. 
Contributing to its length, and no doubt 
its accuracy, is a 4.2" stainless steel 
barrel, long sight radius and excellent 
low-profile, windage-adjustable Novak 
three-dot-pattern sights. The edges of 
the rear sight have been rounded to 
reduce snagging; however, the front 
didn’t receive such attention.

A significant departure from the 
TCP and the SLIM is that the PT 809’s 
controls—slide catch, disassembly 
latch, magazine-release latch (as it 
comes from the factory) and manual 
safety/hammer decocker—are 
ambidextrous. The latter enables the 
PT 809 to be carried either with the 
hammer cocked, thus employing the 
lighter single-action trigger pull, or 
when decocked, the first shot in the 
longer, heavier double-action mode. 

The slide has both front and rear 
cocking serrations, as well as a black 



The PT 809 pistol comes with 
two extra backstraps.

1913 Picatinny accessory rail, and the 
backstrap can be replaced for a custom 
fit. Two extra inserts accompany the 
pistol. Additionally, the PT 809’s grip 
features molded-in finger grooves and 
a larger, more generous curve on the 
back of the grip—no doubt due to the 
pistol’s larger overall size.

Feeding the PT 809 is a double-
stack, stamped metal magazine with 
17-round-capacity. The PT 840 (.40 
S&W) magazine holds 15 rounds, and 
the PT 845 (.45 ACP) holds 12. The 
magazine, which has witness holes 
and a fluorescent yellow follower 
for easier counting of rounds 
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remaining, features a large bumper 
pad that further lengthens the gripping 
surface. It is unnecessary for all but the 
largest hands. Two magazines and a 
loading tool are included with the  
PT 809. 

Testing Taurus’ Trio
To evaluate the PT 740, PT 738 and PT 

809, each was subjected to a barrage 
of tests to determine not only accuracy 
potential, but also reliability and user-
friendliness. The American Rifleman 
standard of five consecutive, five-shot 
groups at 25 yds. for evaluating accuracy 
was followed for consistency, although 
such a distance is outside the intent of the  
PT 738 TCP’s design. That said, all of the 
pistols performed reasonably well with 
regard to accuracy.

Shooting the PT 740 SLIM was a 
welcome reprieve from normal .40 
S&W-chambered pistols, as despite 

its thinness and abbreviated grip, it 
was relatively comfortable to shoot. 
Of course muzzle flip and recoil were 
load-dependent, with some producing 
higher levels than others. Particularly 
fun, yes fun, to shoot was Federal’s 
light-recoiling 135-gr. Hydra-Shok 
JHP load, which was used to evaluate 
reliability with ammunition of different 
power levels. 

During testing, the PT 740 exhibited 
three failures to feed, but all were 
restricted to a single ammunition  
brand and occurred early in the 
evaluation phase. No other malfunctions 
took place, illustrating that it needed a 
brief “break-in” period before being 
pressed into service—not a bad idea 
for any handgun used for self-defense. 
When the magazine-release button  
was depressed, the magazine was 
quickly expelled, thereby enabling 
rapid changes.

taurus



The most accurate load, Hornady’s 
155-gr. HP XTP TAP FPD, averaged 3.5"; 
however, had it not been for the extra-
long and -heavy trigger pull, groups 
likely would have been a bit smaller. 
Additionally, it must be noted that as the 
gun came from the factory it was hitting 
2" to 3" low at 7 yds.—self-defense 
distance—and proportionately more as 
range increased. Fortunately, the PT 740 
features adjustable sights.

After evaluating the PT 740, shooting 
the PT 738 seemed, well … insignificant; 
however, appreciating the .380 ACP, as 
well as carrying one frequently, I respect 
the trade-off of power for portability. 
The pistol was not unpleasant to shoot, 
despite my pinky swinging freely 
beneath the magazine; however, long 
sessions would likely be wearing. I 
found the 738’s trigger better than the 
740’s; however, its bare-bones sights 
negate much of that benefit. Add to 

that the .380 ACP’s minimal ft.-lbs. of 
energy and rainbow-like trajectory, and 
one can easily see why the pistol is not 
a long-range fight-stopper. All things 
considered, though, the pistol performed 
better than expected, with the best 
load—Winchester’s Supreme Elite 95-gr. 
Bonded PDX1—averaging 4.28". The PT 
738 was also impacting approximately 2" 
to 3" low at 7 yds., and significantly lower 
as distance increased. Because the sights 
are integral, adjustments cannot be made 
without altering them.

The PT 738 exhibited no mechanical 
problems until the end of the testing 
phase, at which time it began to have 
feeding issues. The problem was easily 
diagnosed: the magazine catch was 
failing to keep the magazine in place, 
and as the magazine slid downward 
reliable feeding was hampered. As 
such, the pistol was returned to  
Taurus. In the meanwhile, a second 

TAURUS PT 738 TCP TAURUS PT 809 TAURUS PT 740 SLIM
manufaCturer/
importer

tAuruS int’l Mfg. (dept. Ar) 16175 n.w. 49th Ave., MiAMi, fl 33014; (800) 327-3776;  
www.tAuruSuSA.coM

CaliBer .380 Acp 9 MM luger .40 S&w

operation recoil

loCkWork douBle-Action-only Single-Action/douBle-Action

frame polyMer

Barrel 2.84" 4.2" 3.2"

CapaCity SiX 17 SiX

sights integrAl; notch And poSt AdjuStABle, novAk low-profile poSt front, AdjuStABle reAr

trigger pull 5 lBS., 3.5 ozS 5 lBS., 13 ozS. (SA)/6 lBS., 2 ozS. (dA) 5 lBS., 9 ozS. (SA)/10 lBS., 9 ozS. (dA)

oVerall length 5.2"  7.75" 6.24"

Width 0.87" 1.14" 1.04"

height 3.75" 6" 5.35"

Weight 10.2 ozS. 30.2 ozS. 19 ozS.

aCCessories nylon cASe, SpAre MAgAzine, 
owner’S MAnuAl, two keyS to 

tSS

hArd cASe, SpAre MAgAzine, two eX-
trA BAckStrApS, nylon-BriStle BruSh, 
MAgAzine loAding tool, two keyS to 

tSS, owner’S MAnuAl

hArd cASe, SpAre MAgAzine, nylon-
BriStle BruSh, two keyS to tSS, 

owner’S MAnuAl

suggested  
retail priCe

$336 $656 $483
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PT 738 was exhaustively tested with 
a range of ammunition to ensure this 
wasn’t a design fault, and with the 
exception of a single failure to feed in 
the first magazine, no other problems 
were encountered. 

The final pistol tested, the PT 
809, turned out to be my favorite; 
however, its size would discourage my 
carrying it daily. For home defense 
or recreational shooting, though, it 
would excel. During the evaluation, 
the handgun experienced a single 
failure to feed, which, like the PT 
740, occurred early on. No other 
malfunctions were encountered.

Because the PT 809 wore Novak’s 
excellent low-profile sights, I expected 
it to exhibit accuracy superior to its 
brethren, and the pistol delivered. 
The most accurate load proved to be 
Hornady’s 115-gr. Critical Defense, 

which averaged 2.92". All loads 
impacted close to the bullseye at 7 yds., 
and obviously as distance increased 
so did bullet drop; however, it’s worthy 
of note that the pistol’s sights are non-
adjustable for elevation.

More enlightening to me, though, 
was what occurred not during accuracy 
testing, but in the reliability evaluation. 
Having previously handloaded some 
practice-only ammunition—note the 
use of reloads voids all warranties—100 
of them accompanied me to the range. 
Loaded with new propellant and old, yet 
properly stored, primers, the full-metal-
jacket ammunition was suitable only for 
informal range work. Interestingly, four of 
the rounds failed to fire the first time—no 
doubt because of the aged primers, since 
all of the primers were properly seated—
however, a quick, almost-instinctive, 
subsequent trigger pull fired three. 

THE FINAL PISTOL TESTED, THE 
PT 809, TURNED OUT TO BE 
MY FAVORITE; HOWEVER, ITS 
SIZE WOULD DISCOURAGE MY 
CARRYING IT DAILY.



Just to ensure a light primer strike 
wasn’t to blame, after waiting 10 
seconds—and avoiding direct exposure 
to the ejection port—the fourth round 
was removed and inspected. Indeed, 
the firing pin hit with full force; 
therefore, one could reason it was a 
defective primer. After rechambering 
the round, a subsequent trigger pull 
fired it. 

This begs the question, “What’s 
the likelihood of new-manufacture 
ammunition failing to fire the first 
time?” Probably minimal; however, 
if you can have a second chance at 
making the cartridge fire, then why 
not? According to Taurus, “Research 
indicates a 93% or better chance the 
round will fire on a re-strike.” For me, 
all four cartridges that failed to fire on 
the initial pull indeed fired when the 
trigger was pulled a second time. 

Know, however, that there are those 
who adamantly oppose this protocol, 
preferring “tap, rack, bang.” To this end 
I must say, to each his own—you can 
obviously do either with the single-
action/double-action, hammer-fired 
semi-automatic PT 809, but for the PT 
740, a striker-fired semi-automatic, it’s 
a seldom-encountered addition that 
gives the end user choices. The PT 738 
offers no such choice.

Self-defense pistols are specialized 
firearms. The key has been, and 
remains, finding the one most closely 
designed for the circumstances in 
which it’s likely to be employed. 
Fortunately, Taurus recognizes this 
and offers conscientious concealed-
carry consumers with a host of options. 
Among those the PT 738 TCP, PT 740 
SLIM and PT 809 are likely to fit the 
needs of most any shooter.



Photos courtesy of Blue Book Publications

  C O M M E N T    

 G E T  I N V O L V E D

American Rifleman     Oct 2010

An American
LegendJohn Bianchi 

Here John Bianchi posed 
in his famous signature 
black backdrop poster. He 
made the silver mounted 
double rig in 1995. 



As a boy, John Bianchi crafted all sorts of things out of leather. Through 
the years he was a soldier, a police officer, a competitive shooter and, of 
course, the world’s foremost holster maker, but Bianchi has always been an 
innovator—one who has left a remarkable legacy. 

An American
LegendJohn Bianchi 

BY DENNIS ADLER

here are only a handful of brand names that 
are recognizable anywhere in the world, 
regardless of the language spoken; IBM, 
Coca-Cola, Rolls-Royce, Ferrari and Bianchi 

are among them. While it may seem extraordinary that a holster 
should share international familiarity with legendary names 
in computer technology, refreshments, luxury and sports cars, 
there have been more than 40 million Bianchi holsters, gun belts 
and accessories produced. Not bad for a man who started out 
handcrafting holsters for sale on his kitchen table in 1958.

John Bianchi’s success story is what the American Dream 
is all about, but success so often comes with a price, and as 
those who read Bianchi’s biography, John Bianchi—An American 
Legend (see sidebar on p. 138) will discover, his life has not 
been without adversity. His story is compelling, much like 
Bianchi himself when you sit and talk with him. His boundless 
enthusiasm for his lifelong careers, and we use the plural 
because he has had several of distinction, has made the Bianchi 
name legendary.

T



He actually made his first holster 
when he was 12. The family had 
moved from New York City to 
Monrovia, Calif., following his 
father’s retirement from the New 
York City Police Dept. in the late 
1940s. “I began handcrafting leather 

bags, dog collars, whatever I could 
make,” laughed Bianchi. “I’d just cut 
it out, no instructions, no guidance. 
I was hand-stitching everything. I 
mean, I had no idea what a saddle 
stitcher even looked like. Based 
on what I had seen in the movies I 
made what I thought was a cowboy 
holster in 1949.” Of course, as 
Bianchi would learn years later, the 
Buscadero rigs worn in movies were 
a 20th century contrivance. Less 
than a decade later he would be 
spending his evenings carving out 
leather holsters on his kitchen table 
for fellow officers on the Monrovia 
Police Dept.

Bianchi was fascinated with both 
the Old West and military history, 
and when he finally decided there 

was very little chance of him 
becoming a cowboy—“I didn’t 
have a horse,” he quipped—he 
tried to enlist in the U.S. Army. He 
was only 15. “It was 1952, shortly 
before I joined the National Rifle 
Association, and I walked into the

Army Recruiter’s office and said
I wanted to sign up.” When the
recruiter asked his age, Bianchi
firmly avowed, “I’m 17, sir.” John
looked down and chuckled at the
memory. “He says, ‘You don’t look
17. Go get your birth certificate.’
So I went home, couldn’t find it
and went back to the recruiter. He
says, ‘You know kid, why don’t you
go down to the National Guard,
they don’t look as closely as we do
at your age.’ So I went, picked up
the enlistment forms and brought
them home. After a while I talked
my dad into signing the papers
and I filled in my birth date as 1935
instead of 1937. It was probably the
most rewarding part of my youth. 
I served in the National Guard for 

bianchi

“BASED ON WHAT I HAD SEEN IN THE 
MOVIES I MADE WHAT I THOUGHT WAS 
A COWBOY HOLSTER IN 1949.” ...  THE 
BUSCADERO RIGS WORN IN MOVIES WERE 
A 20TH CENTURY CONTRIVANCE.
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From humble beginnings on his kitchen 
table, Bianchi grew his business until he 
was able to rent this building in Monrovia, 
Calif. From there Bianchi Holster Co. 
grew into Bianchi Gunleather, and 
finally Bianchi Int’l, headquartered in a 
50,000-sq.-ft. manufacturing facility in 
Temecula, Calif. Bianchi sold the company 
in 1987 but stayed until he retired in 1992. 
Today Bianchi Int’l is part of BAE Systems, 
a global defense company that continues 
to produce the products pioneered by 
Bianchi for nearly half a century.  

More on the Web

www.americanrifleman.org



The deluxe UM84, or M12 as it is designated by 
the military, is handcrafted in leather and only 
issued to General Officers. It is pictured with  
Maj. Gen. John Bianchi’s dress fatigues, helmet 
and officers version of the Beretta M9.
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two years and when I turned 17 
went on active duty in the Army 
for another three years.”

When Bianchi left the Army 
late in 1957 he decided to follow 
in his dad’s footsteps and go into 
law enforcement, but also stay 
in the Army as a reservist. That 
was the first pivotal decision 
he would make in his life. Forty 
years later John Bianchi would 
retire as a major general, but 
in 2001, following the attacks 
of September 11, he was called 
back to duty.

U.S. Army Maj. Gen. Dennis 
M. Keneally, who assumed 
command of the California 
Army National Guard after 9/11, 
remembers that the first call 
he made was to John Bianchi. 
“I asked him to come out of 
retirement and take command 
of the California State Military 
Reserve. I remember thinking, 
‘I couldn’t blame him if he 
said no.’ He had already given 
more than most. However, 
not to my surprise, he never 
questioned my request, he 
simply responded. The next 
day he was in my headquarters 
in uniform and looking as if he 
had walked off a Hollywood 
studio set or off a recruiting 
poster. His presence alone 
was like a flashing marquee. 
In short, he had charisma and 
the intangible quality of a 

remarkable leader. Although 
lost in history, Maj. Gen. Bianchi 
contributed immeasurably to 
the success of our mobilization 
and deployment of troops to 
Afghanistan and Iraq.” In 2004, 
Maj. Gen. Bianchi retired a 
second time.

Along the road to 40 
million holsters, gun belts 
and accessories bearing his 
name, Bianchi made quite a 
few detours, each of which 
contributed not only to his 
success but to the entire firearm 
culture in America. While he 
was a member of the Monrovia 
Police Dept. in the late 1950s and 
early ’60s, his first customers 
were fellow officers. “I’d make 
a holster at night, take it to 
work the next day and sell it. 
I was making traditional-style 
belt holsters for some of the 
detectives, and that’s when I 
realized there was a need for 
high-performance concealment 
carry holsters, which, for the 
most part, didn’t exist.” As a 
result of John’s ingenuity in 
holster design, he broke more 
ground in concealed-carry 
holster development by the 
late 1960s than anyone in the 
preceding 50 years. His early 
product line was marketed 
under the name “Combat Action 
Holsters ‘Protector Brand’ by 
John Bianchi.” It included the 



No. 2 Speed Scabbard for the 
Colt M1911. “This was the first 
commercially successful, high-
production concealed carry holster 
for the Model 1911. It’s been in 

production for over 50 years,” 
Bianchi said proudly. 

During the 1960s Bianchi 
expanded rapidly from a two-car 
garage behind his home into a 
small storefront in Monrovia. He 
had left the police department 
in 1965 confident that he could 
make it in the holster business. 
And that he did. Within a few years 
he moved into a new 4,000-sq.-ft. 
manufacturing facility. He had 
stopped selling mail order and 
was now selling to wholesalers 

and retailers. “We were extending 
credit and buying supplies in 
quantity. Everything was tied 
up in receivables and inventory, 
and there was a constant quest 

for working capital 
because we needed 
an even bigger 
building to meet 
manufacturing 
demand,” Bianchi 
recalled. “That 
was scary, but the 
contractor that built 

the 4,000-sq.-ft. building said 
he had another lot on Foothill 
Boulevard and offered to make a 
deal. He said, ‘I’ll take the equity 
you have in your present building 
and sell you the new lot, then you 
can get 100-percent financing 
to build a new manufacturing 
facility.’ The new property was 
large enough to accommodate a 
10,000-sq.-ft. building. Somehow 
we pulled it off. We built a great 
building, two stories up front with 
offices upstairs and production 

bianchi

BY THE EARLY 1970S, 
BIANCHI HAD BECOME 
THE PERSON EVERYBODY 
CAME TO WHEN SPECIAL 
PRODUCTS WERE NEEDED ...
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While serving on the U.S. Marshal’s Commission, Bianchi was present during the 
presentation in the Oval Office of a cased commemorative U.S. Marshal’s Winchester 
rifle and S&W revolver to President George H.W. Bush. Among those in the photo 
are Bianchi (far left), Winthrop Rockefeller (behind President Bush), Washington 
insider Herb Bryant, (fourth from left), Attorney General William French Smith (to the 
president’s left), and K. Michael Moore (holding book) who became director of the U.S. 
Marshal’s Service Office in 1989. Also shown are other members of the U.S. Marshal’s 
Bicentennial Commission and Secret Service agents in the background. 



American Rifleman     Oct 2010
  C O M M E N T    

 S U P P O R T  N R A



The very latest holster to come 
from Bianchi’s Frontier Gunleather 
is this 1911 western rig copied 
from designs worn by Texas 
Rangers c. 1915-1920. The new 
holster and gun belt will appear in 
the 2011 catalog. 

facilities in back. In the next 
two years we went from 35 
employees to 65.” 

By the early 1970s, Bianchi 
had become the person 
everybody came to when special 
products were needed, and 
that eventually included the 
U.S government. He was asked 
to do work for the Executive 
Protective Section of the State 
Department, which employs the 
agents who travel with foreign 
dignitaries, the secretary of 
defense, secretary of state, et 
cetera. Bianchi was contracted 
to make special briefcases that 
held secret communications 
and miniaturized tracking 
devices. “When events in the 
Middle East began to surface 
as an international terrorist 
threat, kidnapping of officials 
became a major concern of all 
intelligence agencies. At one 
point I was called upon to design 
and custom-make men’s trouser 
belts with concealed transmitting 
devices so they could be tracked. 
The belt was a new idea and 
worked well for several years.” 



There are few names better known in 
the gunleather industry than John 
Bianchi. His remarkable innovations in 

holster designs and his lifelong fascination 
with Western history are as legendary as 
the millions of holsters that bear his name 
worldwide. For more than half a century his 
product design breakthroughs have had a 
powerful influence on three generations of 
police officers, the military, and sportsmen 
the world over, not to mention his celebrated 
re-creations of Western gun rigs made 
famous in films and on television, including 
my own holster and belt from ‘Gunsmoke.’” 
So opines legendary actor James Arness 
of “Gunsmoke” fame in his introduction to 
Dennis Adler’s new book about gunleather’s 
undisputed modern master.

John Bianchi Sr., a New York policeman 
whose philosophy was “hard work and good 
luck go hand-in-hand,” set the tone for his 
son’s success through a life of thrift, labor and 
devotion to family and country. When combined 
with John Jr.’s early love of Western movies, 
the family’s move to southern California in the 
immediate post-World War II era when the 
youngster could still catch a glimpse of the 
occasional real cowboy, and serendipitous 

John Bianchi—An American Legend: 50 Years of Gunleather
circumstances such as young Bianchi’s 
proximity to a leather glove factory’s free scraps, 
the budding entrepreneur was off to an early 
start, having sewn his first Western-style holster 
at age 12.

Adler weaves a fascinating narrative 
comprised of conversations with Bianchi along 
with his own research about early Western 
movies and the custom holster business, and 
concludes with a chapter on the NRA Bianchi 
Cup Championships, giving the reader both a 
rich collection of short stories and a historical 
chronology of Bianchi’s life-long contributions 
to the military, law enforcement and shooting 
sports. He recounts numerous formative 
episodes in Bianchi’s early life including one 
particular boyhood adventure in which Bianchi 
jumped a train with a teenage friend to visit an 
Old West ghost town. Arriving after midnight, 
the two boys were stopped and asked by a 
policeman what they were doing on the street 
so late. Claiming their parents were aware of 
their whereabouts, the suspicious officer called 
Bianchi Sr. in the middle of the night, to which the 
sleepy father responded: “He’s out hiking. It’s all 
right,” and hung-up.

The younger Bianchi, using his G.I. Bill 
educational benefits while serving seven years 
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John Bianchi—An American Legend: 50 Years of Gunleather
on the Monrovia, Calif., police force, earned a 
B.A. in police science and administration, all 
while running a custom holster operation out 
of his garage and driving for his dad’s grocery 
business. The business eventually grew from a 
small catalog-only company to an international 
wholesale success. Bianchi founded Combat 
Action Holsters in the late 1950s, which 
became Safari, Ltd., with friend and partner 
Neale Perkins when he left the police force. It 
finally became Bianchi Int’l. His revolutionary 
thumb-strap holster design was created in 
1960 and is only one example of a long list of 
innovative designs, along side the No. 2 Speed 
Scabbard, the Break Front holster and Model 
X15 Shoulder Holster—one of the most copied 
shoulder holster designs today.

Of particular interest is a chapter titled 
“The Military Connection,” in which Adler 
details Bianchi’s design and production of 
the first universal military sidearm holster, 
the M12 or civilian UM84, for the U.S. military 
as it sought to adopt the Beretta Model 92FS 
handgun as a replacement for the long-serving, 
John Browning-designed M1911. The effort 
necessitated the holster maker’s purchase 
of the Gregory backpack-manufacturing firm 
to obtain the necessary expertise in working 

with nylon. The acquisition would take Bianchi 
into even more new directions with a line of 
nylon and molded holsters for civilians and 
law enforcement officers alike. Eventually, the 
artisan whose name became synonymous with 
leather holsters that combined high-quality 
workmanship with mass production, left the 
business he founded, but not before he had 
amassed an enormous collection of Western 
artifacts, including personal clothing and 
firearms from perhaps the ultimate cowboy icon, 
Buffalo Bill Cody, and established the Bianchi 
Frontier Museum.

Well-written and full of photographs, John 
Bianchi—An American Legend is a valuable 
addition to the bookshelf of anyone interested in 
the modern fascination with the Old West, and it 
is a tribute both to a remarkable man and to the 
entrepreneurial spirit of America.

—Brian C. Sheetz, Senior exeCutive editor and 
Chip Lohman, managing editor,  

Shooting SportS USA

John Bianchi—An American Legend is 
published by Blue Book Publications, Inc., and 
available for $39.95 through The NRA Store  
(Dept. AR), 11250 Waples Mill Road, Fairfax, VA 
22030; (888) 607-6007; www.nrastore.com.



Another operation in which 
Bianchi was called to assist was 
during the Iranian occupation 
of the U.S. Embassy in Tehran. In 
late 1979 he was sent to a Special 
Forces training facility located 
in a high-security military base. 
The mission called for the design 
and training in the use of special 
carry equipment to accommodate 
M1911A1 pistols that had been 
modified for the Delta Force. “I was 
asked to equip a special team for 
an undisclosed mission. Though 
I had my suspicions as to the 
objective, I never learned of the 
actual mission or where it was to 
take place until the ill-fated Iranian 
rescue mission was announced 
worldwide by radio and television 
on April 25, 1980. Not only had 
the rescue, led by U.S. Army Col. 
Charlie Beckwith, with whom I had 
consulted on training and equipping 
his Delta Force operatives, failed 
due to a massive dust storm 
hampering helicopter operations 
and logistical coordination in the 
desert, but several of his soldiers 
had been killed. I realized these 

were some of the men I had helped 
train and equip, and my heart just 
sank. Later, after the classified 
restrictions had been lifted I 
convinced Col. Beckwith to write the 
story of the mission in his own words 
rather than wait and have someone 
else, who wasn’t there, tell the story. 
The book, Delta Force—The Army’s 
Elite Counterterrorist Unit, came out 
in 1983.”

John’s reputation and that 
of his company were growing 
exponentially. In 1979 he launched 
the first Bianchi Cup pistol match. 
Today, it is the NRA Bianchi Cup, 
the crown jewel of international 
shooting competitions. By the early 
1980s he had risen to the rank of 
lieutenant colonel, and rekindled 
his childhood love of the Old 
West by adding a line of Western 
holsters and gun belts to the 
Bianchi catalog. 

In 1982 he achieved another of 
his dreams, opening the Bianchi 
Frontier Museum, the first large-
scale Old West attraction of its kind. 
Unfortunately, Temecula was too far 
from the beaten path at the time for 

bianchi
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IN 1982 HE ACHIEVED ANOTHER 
OF HIS DREAMS, OPENING THE 
BIANCHI FRONTIER MUSEUM, THE 
FIRST LARGE-SCALE OLD WEST 
ATTRACTION OF ITS KIND. 

The size and scope of the Frontier Museum was unprecedented. Selling it was a 
great emotional loss for Bianchi, but after operating the museum in the red for four 
years, to do otherwise might well have brought his company to its knees. Much of 
the collection was used to create the Autry Museum in Los Angeles. Bianchi sold 
the collection to Gene Autry in 1985 and gave the Autry Museum a $2.7 million 
contribution.
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it to be financially successful; the operating costs of the 
25,000-sq.-ft. museum and its staff were beginning to 
drain the manufacturing company’s operating capital. In 
1985 John made the tough call. He closed the museum 
and sold his lifetime accumulation of Western guns and 
memorabilia to Gene Autry. “My collection became the 
basis for the Autry National Center, without which there 
would be no Autry Museum today,” lamented Bianchi.

As fate would have it, that period of his life also 
coincided with the most important project of his 
career. “One day in 1981 the phone rang and it was 
the Department of Defense. The caller said, ‘You’ve 
probably heard that the government is looking to 
replace the 1911 pistol and we haven’t made a decision 
on what that will be, but we need to concurrently come 
up with a new design for the holster. We read your book 
[Bluesteel & Gunleather (1978)] and we are convinced 

The size and scope of the Frontier Museum was 
unprecedented. Selling it was a great emotional loss for 
John, but to do otherwise might well have brought his 
company to its knees after operating the museum for four 
years in the red. Much of it was used to create the Autry 
Museum in Los Angeles. Bianchi sold his collection to 
Gene Autry in 1985 and gave the Autry Museum a  
$2.7 million contribution.



that you are the final authority on 
holster design.’ I was very flattered 
to hear they had read my book at 
the Department of Defense, and 
then they really threw me a curve. 
The caller asked if they could send 
a team of acquisition people out to 
Bianchi Int’l to get some ideas on 
how to design a new military holster.”

When the DoD team arrived 
they were carrying a copy of 
the book. “They sat down in my 
office and started going through it 
from one page to another saying, 
‘This is fascinating, and this is 
fascinating, absolutely fascinating,’ 
and then they dropped the big 
question, ‘What should the new 
holster consist of?’ I said that’s a 
big question and it’s a dynamic 
challenge. Thirteen percent of the 
military is left-handed and there 
are no left-handed holsters, so it 
has to be ambidextrous to minimize 
inventory items. They looked at me 
and said, ‘That makes sense.’ And 

then I told them, it needs to appeal 
to Army, Air Force, Marines, Navy, 
and Coast Guard, so that means 
it needs to be environmentally 
balanced, suitable for extreme 
cold, extreme heat, humidity, dust, 
salt water, everything.

“They looked at each other again 
and said they’d never even thought 
about that. I told them the carry 
method with the brass prong had to 
go. It had to be more secure; it had 
to ride higher on the hip. We talked 
about the holster needing to protect 
the gun against environmental 
factors, as well as abrasion, rolling 
on it, and falling on it. It had to be 
able to be cleaned very quickly. 
And it couldn’t be leather. If it is 
leather and it gets wet, it takes 
forever to dry. Troops are in the 
field, and can’t have a wet holster. 
We talked for three days, and they 
jotted down everything I said. They 
toured the plant and left.” By this 
time Bianchi Gunleather was in its 

bianchi

WHEN THE DOD TEAM ARRIVED THEY 
WERE CARRYING A COPY OF THE BOOK. 
“THEY SAT DOWN IN MY OFFICE AND 
STARTED GOING THROUGH IT FROM 
ONE PAGE TO ANOTHER SAYING, ‘THIS  
IS FASCINATING’ … .”
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new home in Temecula, Calif., with 
a facility that covered more than 
50,000-sq.-ft. and employed more 
than 350 workers. Bianchi had no 
idea of the impression he had made. 
About six months later he received a 
Request for Quotation in the mail to 
design the holster. 

“I looked at the RFQ and it’s this 
thick,” Bianchi said as he held his 
thumb and index finger about an 
inch apart, “and it had 64 points 
of compliance! Did I say all that? 
Everything I had suggested they 

put in the RFQ! They wanted a quote 
for the design and creation of a 
prototype, so we got our team of 
accountants, production managers, 
and designers together and worked 
out a design timeframe of 18 months 
and a bid for the project. We sent 
it in, and two months later we get a 
call. We’d been selected and were to 
begin work within 30 days.”

In typical fashion, Bianchi decided 
not to wait for the money and 
immediately started working on 
preliminary designs. They were two 

Although John designed 
hundreds of holsters the 
most famous is the UM84, 
which was created from 
a clean sheet of paper to 
become the U.S. military’s 
standard sidearm 
issue holster for all 
branches of service. The 
groundbreaking Bianchi 
design is still in use after 
25 years. 



months into the project and they still 
hadn’t heard a word from Washington. 

“After six months we finally get a 
phone call. ‘Bad news, Congress cut 
all developmental funds. We thought 
you ought to know. You can continue 
with development if you want. 
There’s no guarantee when you’ll 
be paid.’ If it were any other public 
company they would have stopped 
development right there. Stockholders 
wouldn’t have put up with it. Well, I 
was the principal stockholder,” John 
said with a laugh, “and I decided to 
proceed. Luckily, about six months 
later the funds were reinstated and we 
began getting progress payments.”

The holster’s design posed 
some enormous challenges in 
synthetic materials development, 
manufacturing, and in achieving John’s 
first caveat, it had to be ambidextrous. 

That was a strategic word in Bianchi’s 
vocabulary. He was left-handed, 
and had in fact been responsible 
for Armand Swenson developing 
the ambidextrous safety for the Colt 
M1911. Swenson crafted the first one 
for Bianchi. 

Bianchi got to the point at which 
the holster was completed except for 
a functional ambidextrous fastening 
mechanism. “One day I left the plant 
and on my way home it hit me like a 
bolt of lightning. Whammo! There it 
was. I saw it in my mind’s eye. I rushed 
into the house, got a coat hanger 
and a beer can and I fabricated a 
working model. The next week our 
design staff made the first prototype 
by hand out of sheetmetal and a 
spring wire clip. We put the finished 
holster together and submitted it 
for approval.” The Bianchi design 

bianchi

“WHAMMO! THERE IT WAS. I SAW 
IT IN MY MIND’S EYE. I RUSHED 
INTO THE HOUSE, GOT A COAT 
HANGER AND A BEER CAN AND I 
FABRICATED A WORKING MODEL.” 
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Bianchi’s sepia-toned Western ads had been so successful that 
the demand from the public was like Oliver Twist asking, “Please, 
sir, I want some more.” And Bianchi figured out how to serve up 
something very special. “We decided to take the idea to the next 
level and create promotional posters for the dealers. I called them 
‘Histographs’ because they were done to look like historical photos 
from the Old West. We did the first one in 1973 and one every two 
years through 1981.” Today they are collectible Western art. 



was accepted by the DoD in 1984, and 
that is where the designation UM84 
(Universal Military 1984) originated. 
Bianchi Int’l initially produced around 
70,000 M12 (the military designation 
for the UM84) holsters. 

Just about every holster Bianchi has 
designed, or some variation of it, is 
in use today somewhere in the world. 
As for the M12 it became the most 
successful military holster ever devised 
and is still in use by the U.S. more than 
25 years later, while Bianchi Int’l (which 
John sold in 1987 and retired from in 
1992) continues to offer civilian UM84 
versions in a variety of configurations 
and colors for the Beretta 92FS and 
other models. 

Looking back on the development 
of the UM84, Bianchi admits that it was 
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the most demanding, expensive design 
project in the history of the company, 
but through the years its technology 
led to the development of the Ranger 
line of synthetic holsters, belts and 
accessories and the AccuMold Elite 
police duty gear in use today. Like many 
things throughout Bianchi’s life the UM84 
went beyond the profit motivation and 
truly became a labor of love. “Our goal 
was to design a holster that would be in 
service for the foreseeable future, and 
we achieved that goal,” he said.

 “Voids beg to be filled,” said Bianchi. 
After about a year in retirement, he 
established Bianchi Frontier Gunleather, 
specializing in handcrafted Western 
holsters and gun belts. It is now in its 
17th year. And that is the stuff legends 
are made of.



John sits in his home office today with the left-handed No. 2 Speed 
Scabbard basket weave holster that he made for himself around 1959. 
“Over the years it had been sold and I’d forgotten about it. One day 
about twelve years ago I’m looking though a pawn shop in Indio (a town 
near Palm Springs) and I almost choked. I saw this left-handed No. 2 
holster and thought, ‘That can’t be mine.’ I picked it up, turned it over 
and it was marked with my old brand stamping from Monrovia. It was 
the very same holster I’d made on my first Landis No. 1 saddle stitching 
machine in 1959!” 



Photos by Hannele Lahti
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T he year was 1956. Bob Ruark and I were 
standing at the customs desk in the old Nairobi 
airport building. He’d just arrived on a flight 
from London and had brought two rifles, which 

we were about to clear through customs. His bringing 
rifles surprised me because he wasn’t planning to 

hunt, having come out to Kenya 
on this trip only to collect 
material for an article about 

the “winds of change” 
blowing across Africa. 
When the gun cases were 
opened Bob lifted out a 
slim little Rigby rifle from 
one and handed it to me. 

Likely one of the most storied hunting rifles in the world, this .275 
Rigby was used by famous elephant hunter W.D.M. “Karamoja” 
Bell, Horn of the Hunter author Robert Ruark, and legendary African 
professional hunter Harry Selby and his family.

BY HARRY SELBY

.275 Rigby



IF ONLY THIS LITTLE 
RIFLE COULD SPEAK, 
TELL US WHERE IT 
HAD BEEN, WHAT IT 
HAD EXPERIENCED, 
HOW MANY OF THOSE 
GRAND OLD TUSKERS 
IT HAD LAID LOW. 
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“What do you think of this, Haraka?” 
he asked. I looked down at the little rifle 
in my hands. It had seen plenty of honest 
use, but looked to be well-cared for and 
in very good shape.  “Turn it over,” Bob 
said, grinning. When I did so, I noticed an 
elongated silver plaque let into the stock 
where a monogram plate would normally 
be. It read: “Mark R. Selby From Uncle 
Bob Ruark.” 

As I looked more closely at the little 
.275 rifle I noticed some engraving on 
the magazine box cover. The inscription 
read: “WDMB.” Could it stand for 
“Walter Dalrymple Maitland Bell?” 
Surely not, I thought. I looked up at Bob, 
my eyes asking the obvious question.

“That’s right, Haraka,” Bob said. 
“You’re holding ‘Karamoja’ Bell’s 
.275 Rigby. I visited Westley Richards 
recently to order a .318 rifle, which 
you’ve always sung the praises of, and 
Malcolm Lyell, the boss man there, 
showed me two rifles, which had 
arrived the previous day—they were 
from Bell’s estate.

“The .275 Rigby you’re now holding 

and a double .450/400 by Jeffery. I 
bought both rifles on the spot for my 
godson, Mark.” Bob was referring to 
my son Mark, who was 4 years old at 
the time.

I was speechless. Bell had been 
my idol ever since I’d become a 
professional hunter. And now, all I’d 
heard and read about him crowded 
into my mind. I was holding the little 
rifle that the legendary hunter had 
carried while penetrating the wilds of 

Karamoja in the northeastern regions 
of Uganda. While still in his 20s—15 
years before I was born—Bell went 
there to hunt the great elephant bulls 
abundant in Karamoja, despite of 



the region’s population of wild and 
warring native tribes.

Bell had moved about freely in the 
Karamoja area with a small safari, at a 
time when Swahili traders from the coast 
dared not set foot in the area with fewer 
than 300 guns. Several large, well-armed 
parties of traders had been completely 
wiped out through primitive intrigue—
natives pretending to be trading, would 
in fact wait for a given signal, at which 
time each warrior plunged his spear 
into the nearest Swahili in order to steal 
all their trade goods.

Bell had earned the respect and the 
friendship, and finally total acceptance 
of the warlike Karamojang people. This 
was due partly to his fearlessness when 
dealing with a herd of bull elephants 
bearing down on him, relying on 
braining the one directly in front of him, 
but mostly from occasions when his safari 
was confronted by a group of belligerent 
warriors—tall, jet black, naked, and 
armed to the teeth carrying a shield, two 
10-ft. long razor-sharp spears, a circular 
knife on each wrist and wicked hooks 
attached to rings on the fingers—Bell 
would face them down, without showing 
the slightest emotion or fear. The 
situation never deteriorated to the point 
that Bell was ever forced to use his rifle. 

Bell was also supremely fit with 
tremendous stamina and endurance, 
qualities necessary for survival, and 

for which the Karamojang, as primitive 
people, greatly admired. But mainly 
they stood in awe and possibly dread of 
his small but deadly “fire stick,” which 
fired, without smoke, tiny shining bullets 
causing instant death to the largest bull 
elephant, and often laid low a group 
of bulls in a matter of seconds. These 
natives had never seen anything like 
this before. When the Swahilis tried to 
hunt elephants, they poured copious 
amounts of powder down the gullets of 
their muzzleloaders, then rammed down 
whatever projectiles were available, to 
produce huge clouds of smoke—but 
rarely dead elephants.

The Karamojang affectionately named 
Bell “Longellynyung,” or red man. The 
big men who owned vast numbers of 
cattle even offered Bell their daughters 
as wives.

Bell’s Rifle Returns to Africa
If only this little rifle could speak, 

tell us where it had been, what it had 
experienced, how many of those grand 
old tuskers it had laid low. Its tales would 
be fascinating. I finally snapped out of 
my “Karamoja” trance, and we cleared 
the rifles, which was a mere formality 
in those far-off days. We then headed 
into Nairobi to check Bob into the New 
Stanley Hotel, after which we settled 
down with a couple of cold beers. 

We were both as excited as a pair of 
schoolboys about the Bell rifles and were 
surprised by the fact that the .275 was 

“Karamoja”  Bell ’s
.275 Rigby



“WHAT DID HUNTERS THINK OF 
HIM GENERALLY, AND ESPECIALLY 
HIS USE OF SMALLBORE RIFLES 
ON ELEPHANTS?” 
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a takedown model. By flipping a catch 
the barrel and forward part of the fore-
end unscrewed, but when in the locked 
position, it was totally rigid—a very neat 
arrangement. There were a couple of 
threaded holes on the side of the Mauser 
action where, presumably, Bell had fitted 
a scope at some time, perhaps as he grew 
older, in order to hunt stag back in his 
native Scotland.

I asked about the elongated slot 
cut through the buttstock just above 
the monogram plate. Bob said that 
Malcolm Lyell had told him its purpose 
was for carrying the rifle. The butt end 
of a spear would be inserted through 
the hole then the spear placed over 
the shoulder with the rifle hanging 
down the carrier’s back.

This sounded very strange to me, for 
it would mean that there would be about 
nine feet of spear protruding in front of 
the carrier as he walked through bush, 
and the rifle could be easily dislodged 
from the spear landing muzzle first on 

whatever surface lay beneath it. I never 
did hear nor imagine a plausible reason 
for that slot.

Finally, Bob asked, “Haraka, when you 
first got involved in the safari business 
with Percival, back in late 1945, there 
must have been a few old-timers around 
who actually knew ‘Karamoja’ Bell.” 

“Yes,” I replied. “There were some 
old-timers who knew Bell—mainly from 

the ‘Ivory Rush’ 
days of the Lado 
Enclave.” I’d 
become a fan of 
“Karamoja” Bell 
after reading 
his two books, 

Wanderings of an Elephant Hunter and 
Karamoja Safari, and was always eager 
to hear about him from anyone who’d 
known him. 

“What did hunters think of him 
generally, and especially his use of 
smallbore rifles on elephants?”  
Bob asked.

“Bell was admired for his ‘brass’ 
in venturing with a very small safari 
into Karamoja with it’s hostile pastoral 
tribes, whose main purpose in life 
was tending their precious cattle and 
killing each other and anyone else who 
might come along,” I told Bob. “By all 
accounts he was an outstanding hunter 



Ruark had a silver 
plate added in the 
toe of the .275 Rigby.

… fearless, with tremendous physical 
endurance, and it was generally agreed 
that he was a really superb marksman. 
He also had an amazing understanding 
of the bone structure of an elephant’s 
skull, and he was able to direct the 
small bullets from almost any angle to 
the brain hidden within that massive 
head. Stories of his prowess with a rifle 
were legion. 

“In those early days I don’t think 
anyone cared what rifle was used. 
Anything you could get your hands on 
with a supply of solid ammo was used. 
But with the passing of time and with 
the larger bores coming into regular 
use, controversy began about the use of 
small-bore rifles on elephant. However, 
I never met anyone who spoke badly  
of Bell.”

Back On Safari 
Bob was scheduled to come back 

on safari later in the season, when we 
planned to hunt southern Tanganyika 
for sable, kudu, and roan, and then 
move on to Ikoma for buffalo and 
leopard. He was anxious, as was I, to 
use the .275 Rigby as much as possible. 
The rifle was fitted with open sights, 
which featured a wide V rear sight with 
flip-up leaves, and a small-bead front 
sight. I realized we’d need to fit a scope 
to the rifle because Bob was not used 
to shooting with open sights, other than 
with big doubles at close range.

I had a Lyman Alaskan 
2.5X scope, but no scope 
mounts were available 

“Karamoja”  Bell ’s
.275 Rigby
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The magazine bears the initials “WDMB,” 
better known as “Karamoja” Bell, who 
owned the take-down. 

in Nairobi, so I took the 
rifle and scope to Robert 
Triebel, one of the famous 
Triebel brothers, who was 
employed as a gunsmith 
in Nairobi, and an 
absolute artist working 
with metal. He crafted a 
mount high enough to 
allow the operation of 
the unaltered Mauser 
bolt handle, but also 
built in an aperture, 
through which open 
sights could be used. 
The arrangement worked 
well and proved to ring 
out the best of the rifle’s 
inherent accuracy. The 
job took some time, but 
fortunately it was ready 
by the time Bob’s safari 
was due to start. 

When Bob arrived 
for the safari we drove 
for three days via Lake 
Victoria to our campsite 
on the Ugalla River, some 

“Karamoja”  Bell ’s
.275 Rigby



FACTORY DIRECT 
TO YOU!

How does Harbor Freight Tools sell 
high quality tools at such ridiculously 
low prices? We buy direct from the 
factories who also supply the major 
brands and sell direct to you. It’s just 
that simple!  Come see for yourself at 
one of our 330 STORES NATIONWIDE and 
use this 20% OFF Coupon on any of our 
7,000 products. We stock Automotive 
products, Shop Equipment, Hand Tools, 
Tarps, Compressors, Air & Power Tools, 
Material Handling, Woodworking Tools, 
Welders, Tool Boxes, Outdoor Equipment, 

Generators, and much more.

NOBODY BEATS OUR QUALITY,
SERVICE AND PRICE!

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS
Quality Tools at Ridiculously Low Prices

We Will Beat Any Competitor’s Price Within 1 Year Of Purchase! 

√ We Have 10 Million Satisfi ed Customers
√ We Buy Factory Direct and Pass the SAVINGS on to YOU!
√ Shop & Compare Our Quality Brands Against Other National Brands
√ Thousands of People Switch to Harbor Freight Tools Every Day!
√ NO HASSLE RETURN POLICY   √   Family Owned & Operated

LIFETIME WARRANTY
ON ALL HAND TOOLS!

330 STORES NATIONWIDE
Store Locator: 1-800-657-8001

Shop Online at 

HarborFreight.com

20%OFF ANY 
SINGLE 
ITEM!

Get More Coupons at HarborFreight.com/Americanrifl e

SU
PE

R 

CO
UP

ON
!

Use this coupon to save 20% on any one single item purchased when you shop at a Harbor Freight 
Tools store. Cannot be used with any other discount or coupon. One coupon per customer. Coupon 
not valid on any of the following - prior purchases, gift cards, or extended service plans. Coupon 
cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must be presented in store in order to 
receive the offer.  All Campbell Hausfeld products are excluded from this offer. Valid through 1/15/11.

SUPER
 

COUPON!

SUPER
 

COUPON!

SUPER
 

COUPON!

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1
This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools. Coupon not valid on prior 
purchases. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must be presented in store, 
with your catalog order form or entered online in order to receive the offer. Valid through 1/15/11.

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1
This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools. Coupon not valid on prior 
purchases. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must be presented in store, 
with your catalog order form or entered online in order to receive the offer. Valid through 1/15/11.

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1
This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools. Coupon not valid on prior 
purchases. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must be presented in store, 
with your catalog order form or entered online in order to receive the offer. Valid through 1/15/11.

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1
This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools. Coupon not valid on prior 
purchases. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must be presented in store, 
with your catalog order form or entered online in order to receive the offer. Valid through 1/15/11.

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1
This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools. Coupon not valid on prior 
purchases. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must be presented in store, 
with your catalog order form or entered online in order to receive the offer. Valid through 1/15/11.

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1
This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools. Coupon not valid on prior 
purchases. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must be presented in store, 
with your catalog order form or entered online in order to receive the offer. Valid through 1/15/11.

SAVE 80% TODAY – SHOP ONLINE at HarborFreight.comUP
TO

 $8999     REG. 
PRICE 

$149.99

 800 RATED WATTS/
900 MAX WATTS 

PORTABLE 
GENERATOR 

 $4999 REG. 
PRICE 

$99 .99 

 CAMOUFLAGE 12 VOLT 
3000 LB. CAPACITY WIRELESS 

REMOTE CONTROLLED
PORTABLE WINCH  

WITH ROLLER FAIRLEAD

LOT NO. 95912

 $2999 

 ELECTRIC CHAIN SAW
SHARPENER 

4-1/4" GRINDING 
WHEEL INCLUDED

REG. PRICE $49 .99 

LOT NO.  93213 

SUPER
 

COUPON!

105 PIECE
TOOL KIT

 $3499     
LOT NO. 4030

4 DRAWER 
TOOL CHEST 
INCLUDED!

SUPER
 

COUPON!

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1
This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools. Coupon not valid on prior 
purchases. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must be presented in store, 
with your catalog order form or entered online in order to receive the offer. Valid through 1/15/11.

 $5999 
REG. 

PRICE 
$109 .99 

 500 LB. CAPACITY 
ALUMINUM 

CARGO 
CARRIER 

LOT NO. 92655

OSCILLATING
 MULTIFUNCTION

POWER TOOL 

 45 WATT  
SOLAR 

PANEL KIT 

LOT NO.  67256 

17 DIFFERENT ATTACHMENTS 
AVAILABLE IN OUR STORES!SANDING

CUT 
METAL

CUT 
DRYWALL

CUT 
PLASTIC

CUT 
FLOORING

PLUNGE 
CUTTING

SCRAPE 
CONCRETE

 $3499 
REG. PRICE 

$59 .99 

REG. 
PRICE 

$74.99

 3 GALLON 100 PSI 
OILLESS PANCAKE 
AIR COMPRESSOR 

 $3999 
LOT NO.  95275 

LOT NO. 
 66619 

LOT NO.  90599   

REG. 
PRICE 

$249 .99 

SUPER
 

COUPON!

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1
This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools. Coupon not valid on prior 
purchases. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must be presented in store, 
with your catalog order form or entered online in order to receive the offer. Valid through 1/15/11.

SUPER
 

COUPON!

SUPER
 

COUPON!

REG. PRICE 
$64.99  $14999 

SAVE 
$50  

SAVE 
$60  

SAVE 
$50  

SAVE 
$100  

SAVE 
46%  SAVE 

46%  

SAVE 
41%  

SAVE 
40%  

AR1010

hft_amerrifle_1010.indd   1 7/13/10   8:22:58 AM



American Rifleman     Oct 2010
  C O M M E N T    

 R E N E W / U P G R A D E

BY THE END OF THAT SAFARI 
THE LITTLE RIGBY RIFLE HAD 
ACCOUNTED FOR A SABLE, 
A ROAN ANTELOPE, TWO 
ZEBRAS AND A FAIR NUMBER 
OF PLAINS GAME SPECIES 
REQUIRED FOR CAMP MEAT. 

distance south of Tabora. Livingstone 
and Stanley had lived together here 
for a while after their famous meeting 
at Ugigi on Lake Tanganyika, and the 
compound they shared still stands 

today as a national monument. Called 
“Kazeh” in those days, Tabora was one 
of the main inland centers used by the 
Arab slavers. There are still hundreds 
of huge mango trees growing in the 
vicinity, serving as a living legacy to 
the slave trade. The mango fruit was 
carried up from the coast by the slave 
caravans as food, and when eaten 
the seeds were discarded, finally 
germinating and flourishing in the soft 
soil during the rains.

We found conditions favorable, the 
long grass having been burned off 
and a new growth of green shoots had 
shot up to attract a variety of game 

animals to the burned-off areas. But 
having had previous experience with 
the .275 (7x57 mm Mauser) cartridge, I 
was well-aware that the 173-gr. Kynoch 
bullet was no speedster, exhibiting a 

fairly curved trajectory, 
and hence, it would be 
necessary to get fairly 
close to the quarry. 

On the second day 
we spotted a small 
herd of sable antelope 
accompanied by a 
very respectable bull 
emerging from some 
long grass, which had 

escaped the fire. They were not aware 
of our presence, and there happened 
to be a large termite mound with trees 
growing on it between the sable and 
us. The wind was in our favor, so we 
hurriedly crept up to the mound, and 
remaining concealed, enjoyed a good 
view of the approaching herd feeding 
slowly along until they were no more 
than about 120 yds. from us.

Bob had a good, solid rest for the 
rifle, so I said, “Take him as soon as he 
presents a broadside shot.” Finally the 
bull stood clear of the herd. With his 
shiny black body contrasting with his 
white belly and facial markings, and his 



long, sweeping scimitar-shaped horns 
arched majestically over his back, he 
looked magnificent. Bob fired and the 
sable reared high on his hind legs, then 
ran some 40 yds. and stood. I knew the 
bull had been mortally wounded, and 
it collapsed before another shot was 

taken. That was the little .275’s first kill 
in Africa after so many years!

By the end of that safari the little 
Rigby rifle had accounted for a sable, 
a roan antelope, two zebras and a 
fair number of plains game species 
required for camp meat. Seldom was a 

Malcolm Lyell of Westley Richards sold the “7 mm Rigby 
rifle No 4968” to Robert Ruark on Oct. 30, 1956, along 
with a .450/400 double rifle. Both had been Bell’s.

“Karamoja”  Bell ’s
.275 Rigby
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second shot required—the .275 did all 
that was expected of it, and more.

Bob also used the little Rigby on a 
later safari to Karamoja—Bell’s old 
hunting grounds in Uganda. Bob and 
I felt like we were taking Bell’s Rigby 
.275 home, although we found the 
area very different from the Karamoja 
that Bell knew. Gone were the 
elephants, buffalo and rhino, and with 
the exception of lions and Jackson’s 
hartebeest, game was so scarce that the 
only animals we got to use it on were 
the hartebeest. We shot a number of 
them for lion bait and again the .275 
proved more than adequate. 

Move to Botswana
By the early 1960s East Africa was 

in a process of rapid political change, 
and the safari industry felt the pressure 
with many game areas becoming 
overcrowded. Hunting blocks were 
being booked months in advance for 
anticipated, but unconfirmed safaris. 
This meant planning and booking 
hunting areas for a genuine safari long 
before its arrival without any idea of 
what the situation would be in those 
areas when the safari arrived. New 
laws governing firearm security while 
on safari, during transit, and when 
in Nairobi also added to the overall 
pressure being felt. 

At about this time stories began 
to circulate among the East African 
hunting fraternity about vast 

herds of game in a little known 
British Protectorate by the name of 
Bechuanaland, which bordered South 
Africa. Ker, Downey & Selby (KDS) 
Safaris, the company I then worked for, 
became interested in the possibility of 
establishing a hunting safari operation 
there dependent on obtaining 
permission and the viability of such a 
venture. As I had expressed an interest 
in moving from East Africa, I was 
authorized to explore the possibility 
of setting up the operation. After 
discussing the move with my wife 
Miki, we decided to “give it a go,” fully 
realizing the risks involved in moving 
the family south to an uncertain 
future. After my initial investigations 
indicated that there was in fact a 
considerable amount of wildlife in the 
very large and sparsely populated 
country, which encompassed the 
Kalahari Desert in the south and the 
Okavango Delta (the largest inland 
delta in the world) in the north, KDS 
decided to go ahead with a plan to set 
up an operation in Bechuanaland. 

Having obtained permission from the 
Bechuanaland government for a one-
year trial period, we set up operations 
in the centrally located village of Maun, 
situated on the Thamalakane River 
along the southern reaches of the delta. 
KDS was allocated two locations for 
our hunting operations—one in the 
north, which encompassed a large 
area bordering the northeastern edge 



... THE ONLY ANIMALS WE 
GOT TO USE IT ON WERE THE 
HARTEBEEST. WE SHOT A 
NUMBER OF THEM FOR LION 
BAIT AND AGAIN THE .275 
PROVED MORE THAN ADEQUATE. 

of the Okavango Delta, and one in the 
south, encompassing a large area of the 
Kalahari Desert for desert game.

What we found exceeded our wildest 
expectations—a land that time had 
passed by. It was quiet “back water,” 
where nature had remained unchanged 
by the intrusion of the hustle and 
bustle of the 20th century. The vast 

savannas bordering the delta were 
teeming with huge herds of elephant, 
buffalo, numerous greater kudu, zebra, 
wildebeest, and sable in excess of 100 
animals, usually accompanied by truly 
magnificent males. There were many 
more species of plains game and lions 
everywhere, showing little fear of man, 
which in fact was the case with most of 
the animals.

Within the delta, gin-clear streams 
meandered between large palm 
fringed islands, home to large herds 
of red lechwe and buffalo. Elephants 
moved freely among the islands and 
pods of hippo inhabited the larger 
lagoons. In the vast reed beds the 
elusive, splayed-hoofed sitatunga 

were present in good numbers. The 
extensive Kalahari Desert scrub lands, 
which stretched for hundreds of miles, 
also provided a very encouraging 
picture. Large herds of gemsbok, 
eland, red hartebeest, wildebeest, and 
springbok were constantly on the move, 
lions following the herds were also 
plentiful, and magnificent black-maned 

specimens were 
not uncommon. 
Leopards, too, were 
fairly abundant in 
the Kalahari.

In 1963, I 
moved the family 
to Maun, “lock, 
stock and barrel,” 
including all the 

firearms I’d acquired through the years, 
which also included the Bell .275. 
KDS Safaris commenced operations 
that year and, after a couple years 
of operation, we came to know our 
areas well. We established beautiful 
camps at attractive sites, cut tracks and 
made bush airfields, and by the mid-
1960s, KDS was able to offer safaris 
equal in sophistication to those being 
conducted in East Africa.

During this period the little Bell .275 
saw very little use. But, when our son 
Mark entered his early teens it became 
the ideal rifle for him to use and he 
bagged a number of animals with it, 
including kudu, wildebeest, tsessebe, 
lechwe, zebra and impala.

“Karamoja”  Bell ’s
.275 Rigby
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The .275 Rigby Mauser was used by Robert Ruark 
(r.) and the Selby family on safari. Bell’s rifle, 
presented to Ruark’s godson Mark Selby, is the 
second from the left.

At one time, when I had a 
fairly large workforce in the 
bush cutting hunting tracks and 
airfields, meat was required 
for rations. There were good 
numbers of buffalo in the 
vicinity and out of curiosity I 
decided to take one with the 
Bell .275. Crawling up close to a 
large herd, I carefully selected 
a large, fat cow. At a distance of 
about 30 yds., I decided to do 
a “Karamoja Bell” and placed 
the long 173-gr. Kynoch solid 
behind her ear, ranging forward 
into the brain. She dropped in 
her tracks.

Some time later staff rations 
were again needed, and I 
decided to use the little Rigby 
once again. But this time, I 
selected a large bull to see 
how the 173-gr. Kynoch solid 
would perform. The bull stood 
broadside at about 60 yds. and 
I aimed a little back on the 
shoulder to avoid having the 
bullet strike the large shoulder 
bone, possibly preventing it from 
penetrating into the heart cavity. 
At the shot the bull stumbled, but 

quickly regained himself and 
took off with the rest of the herd 
into thick mopani scrub engulfed 
in a dense cloud of dust.

Following a wounded buffalo 
in thick bush with a scope-
sighted .275 did not appeal to 
me, so I exchanged it for my 
Rigby .416 and took up the 
tracks of the retreating herd. 
Tracking carefully through the 
dense scrub, which was about 
shoulder high, we found little 
blood but did discover after 
several hundred yards where 
the wounded bull had separated 
from the herd. We now became 
even more cautious, because 
from experience, I knew that 
wounded buffalo will often run 
a short distance after separating 
from the herd. Then, if the bush 
is thick, he’ll lie down, and 
you’re on top of him before you 
realize he’s there. Fortunately, 
after another couple hundred 
yards of slow tracking, we could 
see a small clearing ahead and 
in the middle of this clearing lay 
the buffalo—stone dead. He’d 
collapsed at full gallop.

“Karamoja”  Bell ’s
.275 Rigby
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Careful tracing of the bullet’s path 
established that the long, pencil-thin 
.275 Kynoch bullet had creased the 
heart, but had failed to penetrate its 
large internal chambers. The fact that 
this bull was able to gallop for nearly 
a half-mile with such a wound before 
collapsing is an indication of the vitality 
and tenaciousness of a buffalo.

The KDS Khwai concession area, 
located northwest of the Okavango 
Delta, had an extremely large 
population of elephant, and the 
company’s elephant quota was very 
generous in those days. During the 
1970s, at a time when the price of ivory 
was increasing considerably, I’d agreed 
that any members of the company who 
wished to hunt an elephant at the end of 
the season, after all our “client safaris” 
had left the field, were welcome to do so. 

My daughter Gail, then in her 
late teens, expressed the wish to 
hunt an elephant, which surprised 
me somewhat. I knew Gail had 

a very deep-rooted respect for 
elephants, having witnessed some 
noisy demonstrations when she had 
accompanied me while I was doing 
some photography. She was very 
familiar with the handling of firearms, 
though, and had bagged a number of 
plains game without incident.

I agreed that she could hunt an 
elephant with the proviso that she 
accompany me on the hunt all the way, 
and that she shoot the elephant herself. 
I would assist only if it were absolutely 
necessary. To this she agreed, and again, 
I was somewhat surprised, knowing her 
feelings about pachyderms. With no 
caliber restrictions on the use of small-
bores in those early days, I figured the 
little Rigby .275 would be the ideal rifle 
for her to use. 

When all the safaris had been 
wrapped up, it was time for Gail’s hunt. 
We still had a couple of weeks before 
the season closed, and I decided to 
try our luck in the Mababe Depression 



GAIL’S PROTESTS BECAME MORE 
URGENT AS WE GOT NEARER, AND 
WHEN WE WERE WITHIN ABOUT 80 YDS., 
I REALIZED I WOULD NOT GET HER ANY 
CLOSER UNLESS I PICKED HER UP AND 
CARRIED HER. 

where some early rains had filled 
some backcountry waterholes. We 
commenced the hunt and looked over 
several breeding herds accompanied 
by young bulls, the odd one carrying 
ivory, which appeared quite nice, 
but with thin tusks and long nerves 
they would not meet our weight 
expectations. We also encountered 
our share of one-tuskers and broken-
tuskers, not to mention numerous 
groups of young bachelor bulls. 

Finally, I decided we should have 
a look at a distant water hole about a 
two-hour drive from camp. It had rained 
during the night and as we approached 
the water hole we came upon the tracks 
of a large bull elephant, which had 
crossed the road not long before our 
arrival. Leaving the car under a tree we 
shouldered our rifles and, with a water 
bag carried by one of the trackers, we 
hurried off in pursuit. 

Tracking was ridiculously easy due 
to the rain the previous night, and after 

some two miles of tracking through thick 
mopani woodland, we spotted the bull 
ahead in the middle of an open plain 
feeding on small shrubs. It was moving 
slowly toward a thick mopani forest on 
the far side of the plain. The binocular 
showed both tusks to be intact and 
evenly matched. I judged the tusks to 
scale about 50 lbs. apiece.

We now deviated with the wind in our 
favor to get ahead of the bull and be in a 
position to intercept the elephant before 
it reached the heavy bush on the far side 
of the plain. Having accomplished this 
maneuver we strode toward the bull. 
When we were some 200 yds. from him, 
Gail said in a quavering voice, “This is 
close enough, dad!” 

I said, “No we must get a lot closer,” 
and continued to approach the bull. 
Gail’s protests became more urgent as 
we got nearer, and when we were within 
about 80 yds., I realized I would not get 
her any closer unless I picked her up 
and carried her. There was a nearby 

“Karamoja”  Bell ’s
.275 Rigby



John Rigby & Co. didn’t want to mark its 
rifles “7 mm Mauser” so the firm changed 
the name to .275 Rigby.

HOW WONDERFUL TO THINK 
THAT THIS UNIQUE LITTLE RIFLE 
RETURNED TO AFRICA YET AGAIN, 
AND THAT ITS VOICE ECHOED 
THROUGH THE AFRICAN BUSH 
ONCE MORE.
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tree, which provided a decent rest, and I said, “OK take  
him from here.” 

I explained again where to aim for the heart as she sighted 
through the scope. Gail fired and by the bull’s reaction I felt 
she had got it right, so I did not fire. There was sufficient open 
country between it and the bush for me to take a hand if it did 
not collapse. The bull ran for about 40 yds. then stood, swayed 
and collapsed.

Gail was elated with her prize, and I congratulated her on a fine 
shot and having gone through with it. At the same time I could not 
help feeling a sense of nostalgia as this was the first elephant the 
little Rigby had laid low since it was used by “Karamoja” Bell so 
many years before. In retrospect Gail’s bull will almost certainly 
be the last elephant the little rifle will account for as in most, if not 
all African countries, calibers of .375 or larger are mandatory for 
the hunting of elephant.

Mark eventually decided to dispose of the Rigby .275 
through Holland & Holland of London, and we lost all trace of it 
for nearly 20 years until quite recently when someone phoned 
Joe Coogan to say that he currently owned the rifle and wished 
to sell it. Mike Evans now owns “Karamoja” Bell’s Rigby .275, 
and he brought it back to Botswana to use on safari in 2009. 
How wonderful to think that this unique little rifle returned to 
Africa yet again, and that its voice echoed through the African 
bush once more.

“Karamoja”  Bell ’s
.275 Rigby
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Made famous by Robert Ruark in Horn of the Hunter, professional hunter Harry Selby spent 
50 seasons on safari in Africa. Through those five decades, Selby—a keen enthusiast of 
rifles and ballistics—formed opinions based on his experiences.

BY ROBERT PARVIN WILLIAMS

Photos courtesy of Harry Selby
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Harry Selby (l.) was made famous by his friend 
and hunting companion Robert Ruark.
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merican Rifleman’s 
Editor-in-Chief Mark 
Keefe and I were 
sorting ammunition 

one evening in our tent in 
Botswana’s Okavango Delta 
when he rather casually asked, 
“Bob, I was wondering if you’d 
like to do an interview with 
Harry Selby for the magazine 
when we get back to Maun 
next week?” I jumped at the 
chance and spent the rest of 
the week trying to remember 
all the things I’d ever wanted to 
ask one of Africa’s most famous 
professional hunters.

The interview had been 
arranged by Joe Coogan, host 
of the “Benelli On Assignment” 
television show, and with whom 
Mark and I were on safari. 
Joe apprenticed with Harry in 
1973 and worked with him as a 
professional hunter in Botswana 
for many years.

Over cigars around the 
campfire, Joe recounted Harry’s 
history: his Kenyan hunting years 
before the Mau Mau emergency 
and the politics of Kenyan 
independence that turned that 
world upside down; his move 
to new frontiers in Botswana in 
1963; and his 40-plus years of 
hunting the Okavango and the 
Kalahari Desert. For all of us who 
grew up with Robert Ruark’s 

fascinating stories about Harry 
in Kenya and Tanganika in the 
1950s, it’s hard to think of Harry 
as anything other than the quietly 
confident, 20-something hero 
of those tales. The man I would 
be meeting, however, was now 
84 years old, with a lifetime of 
experiences that Ruark, who 
died in 1965, never had a chance 
to know.

We wanted to focus this 
interview on something different. 
I had heard from Harry’s son, 
Mark, a noted professional 
hunter in his own right, about 
Harry’s interest in the technical 
side of his craft—rifles, bullets, 
reloading—but had seen little 
written about it. We decided that 
would be the focus.

When we reach Maun, we find 
Harry waiting for us at the Rann 
Safaris office. I’m struck by how 
Harry listens with his eyes: keen, 
brown eyes that miss little. They 
are a hunter’s eyes, of course; 
and perhaps less obviously, a 
diplomat’s. One doesn’t spend 
a highly successful half-century 
in the bush hosting the assorted 
royalty of birth and commerce, 
meanwhile directing an even 
more wildly assorted staff, 
without possessing an acute 
perception of people. Harry 
fields my questions deftly and 
responds with the directness 



Selby could recount just about every shot taken by him or his 
clients over a half century. Last year, Selby (r.) was reunited with 
the .275 Rigby used by W.D.M. Bell, Ruark and the Selby family. 

It was used afield in 2009 by Amy and Mike Evans (far r.).
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of a man who values accuracy: a 
rifleman’s precision.

We start with Harry’s early 
hunting rifles from his boyhood 
during the 1930s on the family 
farm astride the equator near 
Nanyuki, just west of Mount Kenya. 
“My first rifle of all was a little 
Browning .22 rimfire made in 
Belgium by Fabrique Nationale. 
It’s amazing the number of animals 
I killed with that little rifle, the 
largest being a waterbuck.” A 
waterbuck, by the way, is roughly 
the size of an elk. Harry also 
recalled using his .22 on deer-
size game, including impala, 
Thompson’s and Grant’s gazelle, 
and predators like jackal, serval 
cat, and wildcat.

“My next real rifle was a .303, a 
British Army rifle, but not the normal 
.303 Lee-Enfield. It was what they 
called a Pattern 14, which was the 
made in America in .303 during 
the First World War. They were 
very accurate rifles. Parker Hale 
put a special peep sight on this 
one, and that was really the rifle I 

used most of my youth.” Sporting 
ammunition was impossible to 
buy during the years just before 
and during World War II, so 
they made due with full-metal-
jacketed military ammunition. 
“Whatever we could get, even 
tracer bullets,” said Harry. 

By his late teens, Harry 
had accumulated quite an 
impressive battery, including 
a Jeffrey in .318 Westley 
Richards and a .425 Westley 
Richards to accompany his 
.22 and .303. These were the 
rifles with which he began 
hunting professionally when he 
apprenticed with Philip Percival 
and then joined Ker & Downey 
Safaris in Nairobi after the war. 

Harry did manage to acquire a 
Krupp .470 non-ejector early on, 
a very serviceable double, but 
it was not quite a fine English 
double. Then one day the 
double rifle gods smiled on him, 
at least temporarily. “Shortly 
after I joined Ker & Downey, Jack 
Block, the managing director, 

Photo by author





Selby’s first rifle was an FN-made Browning 
.22 he used as a boy to take game as large as 
waterbuck, a rifle he still shoots today.
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HE BOUGHT THAT THING 
FOR ME FOR 100 EAST 
AFRICAN POUNDS!” AT 
THE TIME, THIS WAS 
THE EQUIVALENT OF 
APPROXIMATELY $300. 
TODAY, THAT RIFLE, 
USED, WOULD SELL FOR 
UPWARD OF $40,000.

said, ‘Look, a friend of 
mine has a super-grade 
Rigby double .470 and 
he doesn’t use it. Shall 
I buy it for you?’ I said, 
‘Well, it depends on 
what he wants for it.’ He 
bought that thing for 
me for 100 East African 
pounds!” At the time, 
this was the equivalent 
of approximately $300. 
Today, that rifle, used, 
would sell for upward  
of $40,000.

Unfortunately, safari life is hard on 
rifles, even a super-grade Rigby, and 
Harry’s double-rifle luck was not to 
last. “I was on safari with Donald Ker. 
Donald was hunting with the client and 
I was hunting with the gentleman’s son. 

I was cruising up the Grumetti River 
one evening and we saw a buffalo 
way out in the open grassland. We 
left the car and stalked over across a 
bit of swamp where we caught up to 
the buffalo. He was quite good, so we 
decided to take him. After we shot him, 
the driver had to go way back to bring 
the car around. Meanwhile, we rolled 
the buffalo over and started to take the 
cape off. There were no trees at all, so 
we just put our rifles down in the grass.

“I heard a car in the distance and 
thought it was our car. What happened 
is that Donald was coming up the other 
side and saw the vultures overhead 
and came over to see what was going 
on. He drove right over the barrels of 
my .470, bending them beyond any 
possible repair. Fortunately, the safari 
was just about over, so when it arrived 

Harry Selby’s



in Nairobi he set about trying to find 
another double, preferably another 
.470 if possible, but all he could find 
was a .416 Rigby.”

At this point alert Ruark readers are 
thinking, “Aha! The famous .416,” and 
you’re exactly right. This is the rifle Ruark 
made famous in Horn of the Hunter and 
Harry used for more than five decades.

“I knew the cartridge by reputation, 
but nothing really prepared me for the 
impression that I got from using that 
rifle—the immense knockdown, the 
ease of handling, the flat trajectory. In 
a very short time I didn’t want another 
double. I thought that .416 was a 
perfect professional hunter’s rifle. It’s 
been with me the rest of my hunting 
career. I did eventually wind up with 
a double .450 No. 2 just as a backup, 
in case something went wrong, but I 
hardly ever used it.”

Harry’s .416 was somewhat unusual 
in that Rigby built it on a standard 
Mauser action instead of a magnum 
action. Fitting the standard action to 
a cartridge the size of the .416 Rigby 
required removing metal at both ends 
of the action, a point that worried Harry 
at first. “But then again,” he noted, 
“I had no option so I took it, and that 
standard action worked perfectly for all 
the 50 years I used it.”

Harry’s .416 was also unusual in one 
other respect: It was right-handed and 
Harry is left-handed. “I can’t shoot a 
left-handed rifle,” he said. “If someone 
gave me a left-handed rifle I would 
fumble, I wouldn’t know what to do.”

As with most heavy rifles carried by 
professional hunters, Harry’s Rigby 
had fixed open sights: a wide “V” rear 
sight and a fine bead front sight. Harry 
mentioned, however, that he also liked 
Lyman peep sights and used them on 
several of his other rifles. “I’m a great 
proponent of the aperture sight,” he 
said. “Until the scope came along, it 
was the most accurate sight you could 
use because you had the longest 
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TO PROTECT THE TROOPS ON THE 
BEACHHEAD FROM LOW-LEVEL STRAFING 
ATTACKS, THE BRITISH USED ANOTHER 
LEGENDARY AMERICAN FIREARM: THE 
M2HB .50 BMG MACHINE GUN.

sighting plane. I found them very fast in 
the thick bush.”

Harry never used a scope on his 
.416, but did use them on his light 
rifles in his later years, and he strongly 
recommended them for clients. “If you’re 
going to try and kill an animal, try and 
kill it cleanly. There’s no doubt about it, 
you are more accurate with a scope.”

I asked him whether, as he looks 
back over 50 years of adventures 
with his .416, any one shot stands out 
as particularly memorable. “Well, I 
remember on one occasion a lady hit 
a leopard and it took off toward a gully. 
A lot of professional hunters carried a 
shotgun in a leopard blind but I didn’t 

Selby used various double rifles 
during his career, including a Krupp 
.470 and a super-grade Rigby .470. 
The latter was accidentally run 
over and replaced with the famous 
.416 Rigby magazine rifle, dubbed 
“Skitini” by his trackers.



MUCH OF HIS PREFERENCE 
FOR SOLIDS, HOWEVER, 
WAS SIMPLY THE NEED FOR 
PENETRATION ABOVE ALL 
ELSE ON DANGEROUS GAME. 
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because you never knew, sometimes 
a lion, rhino or elephant would come 
wandering past. So on this occasion 
I had my .416 and when the leopard 
took off it went into this little patch of 
bush in the gully. As we came walking 
up, the leopard did a remarkable thing. 
Instead of holding, it broke from the 
gully and ran up a steep rocky incline 
at about 100 yds., going like a streak. 
I let fly with the .416 and rolled him 
just like that. A very lucky shot. My 
trackers eventually, I think, had more 
faith in that .416 than they did in me. 
‘Skitini’ they called it—they couldn’t 
pronounce ‘416.’ I just had to point it, 
they thought, and Skitini would do  
the rest.”

That leopard, and virtually every 
other animal Harry killed with his 
.416, was shot with a solid bullet. 
While Harry used soft-nosed bullets 
in his light rifles, he much preferred 
solids for heavy game, like buffalo, 
rhino and elephant, and used them as 
well when backing up clients on lion 
and leopard. In part, Harry’s distrust 
of softs was due to early experiences 
with Kynoch soft points, which he 
found had an unfortunate habit of 

breaking apart. Much of his preference 
for solids, however, was simply the 
need for penetration above all else on 
dangerous game. The one exception to 
Harry’s rule on solids in the .416 came 
after Jack Carter’s development of the 
Trophy Bonded Bear Claw. 

Harry recalls one particularly 
durable 500-gr., .458 solid, an early 
Hornady that had a nickel rather than 
bronze coating over the steel jacket. 
After dispatching a buffalo with 
the bullet from a .458 Win. Mag. he 
was using while his .416 was being 
rebarreled, Harry recovered the bullet 
in such good condition that he decided 
to load it again. He shot a second 
buffalo and once again found the bullet 
intact, so he reloaded it and used it 
to take a third buffalo, at which point 
he retired the bullet with full ballistic 
honors. “I would not like to give the 
impression that I made a habit of this,” 
Harry emphasized. “It was done as an 
experiment, but it did happen!”

I was curious about Harry’s 
recommendations to clients. “A lot 
would depend on what they’re after,” he 
says. “If they wanted everything from 
impala to elephant, I’d say start off with 
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something like a .270 Win. or  
7 mm Rem. Mag., then a .338 Win. Mag. 
or a .375 H&H Mag., and then if you 
were a magazine man I’d say a .416, and 
if you were a double man the .450s and 
.470s are all so similar, really, there’s 
not much difference between them. For 

a one-rifle safari, the .375 H&H Mag. is 
the only choice. No finer cartridge has 
ever been developed.”

Harry grins as he says this, a boy’s 
grin. Given Africa to roam and another 
50 years, there is little doubt how he 
would choose to pass the time.

Harry Selby’s



U.S. Krag-JorgenSen

THE “FOREIGN” RIFLE
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U.S. Krag-JorgenSen

America’s first repeating, 
smallbore, smokeless-
powder military rifle,  

the U.S. Krag-Jorgensen, 
was the rifle in the 

hands of American troops 
at the dawn of the  
“American Century.” 

Although it was slick, 
fast and accurate, the 

Krag was obsolete 
before it even went into 

production.

BY BRUCE N. CANFIELD, Field Editor

U. S. Army photoArms from the author’s collection, Photos by Smith Photographic Services
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y 1890 the United States 
was lagging behind other 
industrialized nations in the 
development of a modern 

military rifle. Many of these nations had 
developed—or were in the process of 
developing—bolt-action, repeating 
military rifles chambered for “reduced-
caliber” smokeless-powder cartridges. 
By contrast, the standard U.S. service 
arm at the time was still the single-shot, 
blackpowder .45-70 Gov’t “Trapdoor 
Springfield.” In order to address 
this issue, the U.S. Army Ordnance 
Board appointed a “Magazine Gun 
Board” on Nov. 24, 1890 to “consider 
and recommend a suitable magazine 
system for rifles and carbines for the 
military service.”

The Board’s report and 
recommendations were finalized  
Aug. 20, 1892, which gave ample time 
for interested parties to submit examples 
for consideration. All of the rifles were 
required to be chambered for a .30-cal. 
smokeless-powder experimental cartridge 
developed by Frankford Arsenal. A total of 
53 rifles, including the standard service 

arms from 10 foreign countries, were 
submitted. The remaining rifles were 
from various U.S. and foreign inventors  
or manufacturers. 

After the various rifles were 
thoroughly and exhaustively tested, 
the consensus was that the bolt-action 
Danish Krag-Jorgensen had won. 
The Ordnance Board’s final report 
stated:“[The] Krag-Jorgensen [is] … 
vastly superior for use in the United 
States service to any weapon adapted to 
single fire loading only,” and urged that 
the Krag “be adopted forthwith.” 

One of the Krag’s salient features was 
the horizontal box magazine and loading 
gate on the right side of the action/
receiver that enabled it to be loaded and 
unloaded with the bolt open or closed. 
Like many of the other repeating military 
rifles of the era, the Krag was fitted with 
a magazine cut-off that permitted it to 
function as a single-loader with the 
magazine held “in reserve” as required. 
The bolt locked by means of a single 
lug at the front. While not the strongest 
of actions, it was satisfactory given the 
pressures generated by the  
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ONE OF THE KRAG’S SALIENT 
FEATURES WAS THE HORIZONTAL 
BOX MAGAZINE AND LOADING GATE 
ON THE RIGHT SIDE OF THE ACTION/
RECEIVER THAT ENABLED IT TO BE 
LOADED AND UNLOADED WITH THE 
BOLT OPEN OR CLOSED. 

.30-cal. smokeless-powder cartridge. Bolt 
operation was exceptionally smooth, and 
the Krag soon gained a well-deserved 
reputation as one of the slickest bolt-
action rifles of all time. 

With the Ordnance Board’s 
endorsement, it would seem that the 
Krag would soon be put into production. 
As is often the case when dealing with 
the government, however, politics 
intervened. The fact that a foreign 
gun was chosen over the American 
designs was an unpopular decision 
with some of the interested parties, 
and this displeasure was soon voiced 
to their respective congressional 

representatives. Surely, it was reasoned, 
there had to be a home-grown rifle at 
least as good as the foreign intruder.

Congress mandated that any further 
development on the Krag be suspended 

and that a “Board for Testing Magazine 
Rifles of American Invention” be 
appointed. The new Board convened 
on March 1, 1893, and 14 rifles were 
submitted for testing. After evaluating all 
14, none were judged equal or superior 
to the Krag. The Board’s summary report 
stated: “[N]o American invention has 
been recommended,” and the path was 
finally cleared for the Krag to go into 
production at Springfield Armory.



U.S. Model 1892 Krag 

Although designated as the “Model of 1892,” 
early Krag models were stamped “1894” 

because of production delays. 
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The new rifle was adopted as the “United States Magazine Rifle, Caliber .30, Model of 
1892.” The rifle was 49.1" in overall length with a 30" barrel and weighed about 9.3 lbs. 
without the bayonet or sling. A one-piece cleaning rod was located under the barrel. 
The cartridge was designated as the “.30-40,” for its .30 cal. and 40 grs. of smokeless 
propellant. The bullet weighed 220 grs., and the muzzle velocity was approximately 
2000 f.p.s. The knife bayonet selected for the U.S. Krag was similar to the one designed 
for the Swiss Schmidt-Rubin Model 1889 magazine rifle.

The first Model 1892 Krag rifles were completed by Springfield Armory on  
Jan. 1, 1894, and by October of that year sufficient numbers had been manufactured 
to permit limited issuance. To troops accustomed to the ponderous single-shot, 
smoke-belching, blackpowder .45-70 Gov’t Trapdoors, the trim new bolt-action  
.30-cal. repeating rifle was eagerly received. A cavalry carbine version of the Krag 
was envisioned, but delays in getting the rifle into production resulted in a carbine 
being put on hold and, other than two or three prototypes, no Model 1892 Krag 
carbines were fabricated. 

As the new Krag rifles began to see use, a number of deficiencies came to light, 
requiring minor redesign of some components. One of the most common complaints 
was the lack of windage adjustment for the rear sight.

U.S. Krag-JorgenSen



By 1896, there were 
enough changes made in the 

original design to warrant a new designation, 
and the “United States Magazine Rifle, Caliber 
.30, Model of 1896” was adopted. Although the 
basic Krag action remained relatively unchanged, 
there were numerous modifications, including 
the elimination of the under-barrel cleaning rod 
in favor of a jointed three-piece rod carried in a 
buttstock recess, the strengthening of the stock, 
and an improvement to the rear sight—still lacking 
windage adjustment, however. 

The Model 1896 Krag was also manufactured in 
a cavalry carbine variant with a 22" barrel and a 
shortened stock (with ring and bar attachment). As 
was the case with their infantry counterparts, the 
cavalry troopers armed with single-shot Trapdoor 
carbines looked forward to receiving the new bolt-
action repeating carbines with great anticipation. 

U.S. Model 1896 Krag
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By May 1896, all regular U.S. Army cavalry units were equipped with 
Model 1896 Krag carbines.

Both Model 1896 Krag carbines and rifles used identical receivers. 
Early production receivers were marked with the year of manufacture, 
“1896,” on the left side along with “U.S./Springfield Armory” and the 
serial number. As production continued, the receivers were marked 
“Model 1896,” regardless of the actual year of manufacture. As with 
the Model 1892 rifle, the stocks were marked with an inspection stamp 
on the left side that contained the initials of Springfield Armory’s 
master armorer and the year of production. The Model 1896 carbine 
rear sights, along with all subsequent Krag carbine sights, were 
marked “C” (to denote “carbine)” but were otherwise identical to the 
corresponding rifle sights, except for different range graduations to 
compensate for the shorter carbine barrels.

Soon after the Krag carbines were in service, they saw some use 
against the remaining renegade Apaches who still terrorized parts 
of Arizona and New Mexico throughout the late 1890s. During this 
period some Krag carbines were also carried by cavalry units 
patrolling Yellowstone Park to prevent game poaching.
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SpaniSh-aMerican War

The Krag’s first significant combat 
use occurred during the Spanish-
American War of 1898 when Model 
1892 Krag rifles, along with some 
of the newer Model 1896 rifles and 
carbines, were used by U.S. troops in 
Cuba. Because of a shortage of Krags, 
most of the volunteer units that served 
in the conflict were armed with the 
old .45-70 Gov’t Trapdoors. Some of 
the volunteers noted sardonically 
that the “regulars,” who were paid to 
fight, had the new repeating Krags 
while those who volunteered were 
stuck with obsolete single-shot 
guns. Nonetheless, the most famous 
volunteer outfit of the war, the 1st U.S. 
Volunteer Cavalry, better known as 

the “Rough Riders,” was armed with 
new Model 1896 Krag carbines. It is 
probable that the political influence 
of unit’s second-in-command, Lt. Col. 
Theodore Roosevelt, had something 
to do with the outfit being armed with 
the new bolt-action carbines rather 
than Trapdoors.

While the Krag acquitted itself 
reasonably well during the war, some 
deficiencies became apparent when 
it went up against the Model 1893 
Mauser rifles used by the Spanish. 
The Mauser’s clip-loading capability 
was markedly superior to the Krag’s 
magazine design, which had to be 
loaded with individual cartridges. 
Also, the Mauser’s stronger bolt-
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action mechanism enabled it to use 
higher-velocity cartridges having more 
power and better performance than the 
.30-40 Krag.

In addition to the fighting in Cuba, 
the Krags also saw extensive use in the 
Philippine Islands, which the United 
States acquired after the Spanish-
American War. Krags provided 
valuable service in numerous small-
scale, but brutal and bloody, combat 
actions against various indigenous 
insurgent groups. Krag rifles were 
also in the hands of U.S. Army troops 
who helped relieve the siege of the 
International Legation in Peking, 
China, during the so-called Boxer 
Rebellion in 1900.

Beginning in military Fiscal Year 1897, 
Model 1892 Krag rifles began to be sent 
to Springfield Armory for conversion 
to Model 1896 specifications. These 
alterations included modifying the 
stock to fill in the slot required by the 
under-barrel cleaning rod, replacing 
the shorter handguard with the longer 
Model 1896 handguard, modifying 
the bolt to Model 1896 configuration 
and crowning the muzzle—along 
with a number of other changes. This 
conversion work continued through 
Fiscal Year 1902. Virtually all of the 
Model 1892 Krag rifles were eventually 
altered to 1896 specifications, which 
accounts for the rarity of unmodified 
specimens today.

Springfield Armory modified the Model 1892 
Krag (l.) by moving the cleaning rod and 
filling in the fore-end slot for the Model 1896 
(far l.).
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Model 1898 Krag

While the Model 1896 Krag rectified some 
of the problems encountered with the original 
pattern Model 1892, further refinements were 
deemed necessary. These modifications 
culminated with the adoption of the “United States 
Magazine Rifle, Caliber .30, Model of 1898.” One 
of these changes was reversing the operation 
of the magazine cut-off lever to make it more 
functional. The most noticeable change found in 
the Model 1898 Krag was the configuration of the 
bolt recess, or “bolt handle seat,” which simplified 
manufacture of the receiver. The configuration 
of the stock in this area had to be modified to 
accommodate the change. There were relatively 
minor changes made to many of the other 
components, but some of the parts remained 
interchangeable with the earlier Krags. The 
receiver of the new model was marked “Model 
1898” and serial numbers remained in sequence 
with the earlier models. 
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The nonadjustable 
Model 1896 rear sight 
continued to be used 
on the Model 1898s 
until the “Model 1898” 
rear sight, which was 
adjustable for windage, 
was adopted. An 
improved rear sight, 
designated the “Model 
1901,” was subsequently 
developed for the Krag 
and installed on new 
production Model 1898 
Krag rifles beginning 
in August 1901. This 
sight remained in use 
until superseded by the 
Model “1902” rear sight 
very late in production.



Model 1898 Krag carBine
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A carbine version of the new arm was adopted concurrently with the 
Model 1898 rifle. The Model 1898 Krag carbine was, for all intents and 
purposes, a Model 1896 carbine with a Model 1898 receiver. With the 
exception of the bolt recess, the stock was identical to the Model 1896 
carbine’s stock. The barrel, handguard, sights, furniture and most of 
the other features were also the same as the Model 1896 carbine.  
Production of the Model 1898 carbine began on Aug. 15, 1898. As 
with the Model 1896, the Model 1898 Krag rifles and carbines had 
the same receivers, thus serial numbers are intermixed. 

Model 1898 Krag carbines were 
essentially 1896 carbines with 

1898 receivers (above).

U.S. Krag-JorgenSen



Model 1899 Krag Carbine

It was decided to modify the Krag carbine by increasing the length 
of the stock and handguard. The primary reason for introduction of the 
longer carbine stock was to better accommodate the Model 1898 rear 
sight. In addition, the “ring and bar” attachment was also eliminated. This 
component was seldom used—as cavalrymen routinely carried their 
carbines in leather saddle scabbards—which made the attachment more 
of a hindrance than a help. The new pattern carbine was adopted in 
August 1899 as the “U.S. Magazine Carbine, Caliber .30, Model of 1899.” 
Initially, most of the Model 1899 carbines were fitted with Model 1898 
sights until superseded by the Model 1901. As with the Model 1898 rifles, 
late in production, the Model 1901 sight was replaced by the “Model 
1902” sight on Model 1899 carbines. Virtually all of the Model 1898 
carbines were eventually modified to Model 1899 configuration and 
fitted with the various updated sights.
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other VariantS                                         

In addition to the Krag rifles 
and carbines, there were limited 
numbers of other variants produced 
including cadet rifles and .22-cal. 
gallery practice rifles. Two or three 
prototype Model 1898 Krag “sniper 
rifles” fitted with Cataract telescopic 
sights were assembled for limited 
testing. Another interesting variant 
was a slightly modified version of the 

Model 1899 carbine (along 
with a few Model 1898 carbines) 
fitted with a cut-down Model 1898 
rifle stock. Some arms of this pattern 
were intended for issue to the 
Philippine Constabulary, and others 
were fabricated for use by some 
military schools in the United States. 

Despite its relative success as a 
combat arm during the Spanish-
American War, the Philippine 
Insurrection and the Boxer Rebellion, 
the previously discussed inherent 
design deficiencies of the Krag 
resulted in its numbered days as 

the standard American military 
service arm. The Krag’s most serious 
shortcomings were its inability to 
be clip- or charger-loaded and the 
fact that its bolt-action was incapable 
of safely handling cartridges more 
powerful than the .30-40 Krag. 
The deficiencies were studied 
and methods to improve the rifle’s 
performance were evaluated. One 

suggestion was to adapt the Krag’s 
magazine to clip-loading capability. 
This resulted in development of the 
“Parkhurst Clip Loading Attachment,” 
which enabled the Krag magazine to 
be loaded by means of a five-round 
charger. In 1901, Springfield Armory 
fitted 100 Model 1898 Krag rifles 
and 100 Model 1899 Krag carbines 
with the Parkhurst Attachment to test 
the concept. Although marginally 
helpful, the Parkhurst Attachment 
was not adopted and, in any event, 
did nothing to address the other 
deficiencies of the Krag, especially in 
regard to its ballistic performance.



The Fifth C?

Is it possible that the mind of a 
scientist can create more beauty 
and romance than Mother Nature?

The laboratories at DiamondAura®

were created with one mission in
mind: Create brilliant cut jewelry 
that allows everyone to experience more
clarity, more scintillation and larger
carat weights than they have ever 
experienced. So, we’ve taken 2 ½ carats
of our lab-created DiamondAura® and
set them in the most classic setting—
the result is our most stunning, fiery,
faceted design yet! In purely scientific
measurement terms, the refractory
index of the DiamondAura is very
high, and the color dispersion is 
actually superior to mined diamonds. 

Perfection from the laboratory.
We named our brilliant cut stones
DiamondAura, because, “they dazzle 
just like natural diamonds but without
the outrageous cost.” We will not bore
you with the incredible details of the 

scientific process, but will only say 
that it involves the use of rare minerals
heated to an incredibly high tempera-
ture of nearly 5000˚F.  This can only be
accomplished inside some very modern
and expensive laboratory equipment.
After several additional steps, scientists
finally created a clear marvel that looks
even better than the vast majority of
mined diamonds. According to the
book Jewelry and Gems–the Buying
Guide, the technique used in

DiamondAura offers, “The
best diamond simulation to
date, and even some jewelers
have mistaken these stones for
mined diamonds.”

The 4 C’s. Our
DiamondAura 3-Stone
Classique Ring retains every
jeweler’s specification: color,
clarity, cut, and carat weight.
The transparent color and
clarity of DiamondAura

emulate the most perfect diamonds—
D Flawless, and both are so hard they
will cut glass. The brilliant cut maxi-
mizes the fire and radiance of the 
stone so that the light disperses into 
an exquisite rainbow of colors.

Rock solid guarantee. This .925
sterling silver ring is prong-set with 
a 1 ½ carat DiamondAura round 
brilliant in the center, showcased
between two DiamondAura round 
brilliants of ½ carats each. Adding 
to your 4 C’s, we will include the
DiamondAura stud earrings for 
FREE! Try the DiamondAura 3-Stone
Classique Ring for 30 days. If for any
reason you are not satisfied with your
purchase, simply return it to us for a
full refund of the purchase price and
keep the stud earrings as our gift.

14101 Southcross Drive W.,
Dept. DAR773-02, 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337

www.stauer.com

Not Available in Stores
DiamondAura® 3-Stone Classique Ring
(2 ½ c.t.w) • $145 + S&H

FREE stud earrings with purchase of
Classique Ring—a $59.95 value!
Available in ring sizes 5-10

COMPARE FOR YOURSELF AT 2 ½ CARATS

Mined Flawless DiamondAura
Diamond Compares to:

Hardness Cuts Glass Cuts Glass

Cut (58 facets) Brilliant Brilliant 

Color “D” Colorless “D” Colorless

Clarity “IF” Clear

Dispersion/Fire 0.044 0.066

2 ½ c.t.w. ring $60,000+ $145

Cut, Color, Carat, Clarity…Chemistry?

Receive these scintillating

DiamondAura® Classique

sterling silver stud 

earrings FREE!
Read details below.

Call to order toll-free, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

1-888-201-7095
Promotional Code DAR773-02
Please mention this code when you call.

Place one of your own rings on top of one of the
circle diagrams. Your ring size is the circle that
matches the inside diameter of your ring. If your
ring falls between sizes, order the next larger size.

“The brilliance of the sterling silver 
setting pairs nicely with the superior

fire of the DiamondAura® in the Stauer
3-Stone Classique Ring”

— JAMES T. FENT, Stauer 
GIA Graduate Gemologist   

DAR773-02_6.75x9.625_Layout 1  8/3/10  9:28 AM  Page 1



American Rifleman     Oct 2010
  C O M M E N T    

 G O :  A M E R I C A N R I F L E M A N . O R G

The Beginning of The end   
In 1900, the U.S. Army Ordnance 

Dept. began work on a new service rifle 
prototype that incorporated some of the 
desirable features of the Mauser along 
with an improved cartridge that offered 
significantly better ballistic performance 
than the .30-40 Krag. While the Ordnance 
Dept. was developing the new service 
rifle, production of the Model 1898 
Krag rifle and Model 1899 Krag carbine 
continued at Springfield Armory. The 
Krag stayed in production until 1903, 
the same year that the new service rifle 
was adopted and designated as the “U.S. 
Rifle, Caliber .30, Model of 1903.” As 
soon as practicable, the Krag production 
line at Springfield was converted to 
manufacture the new Model 1903 rifle. 

As production of the Model 1903 
Springfield rifle began to meet the 
demand, the Krags in the hands of 
the regular Army were withdrawn 
and placed in storage or issued to 
“state guard” or similar units. By circa 
1910, the regular Army was more or 
less fully equipped with Model 1903 

Springfields. When the United 
States entered World War I in 
1917, approximately 160,000 
Krag rifles were still in storage, 
and significant numbers 
(mainly Model 1898 rifles) were 
withdrawn and used by the U.S. 
military during the war. The vast 
majority remained stateside 
for training purposes, although 
some 2,000 Model 1898 Krag 
rifles were taken to France 
during the war by the 10th-19th 
Engineers (Railway). There is no 
evidence that any were used by 
front-line combat units. 

After being disposed of as 
surplus after the war, large 
numbers of Krag rifles were sold 
on the civilian market at very 
attractive prices. Many were cut-
down or otherwise sporterized 
for use as low-cost hunting rifles, 
which partially accounts for the 
relative scarcity of unmodified 
examples today. 

U.S. Krag-JorgenSen
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In addition to the Krag rifles that were 
shortened by their civilian owners, there 
were a number similarly modified under 
government auspices beginning around 
1926. A number of Krag rifles still remaining 
in the government’s inventory were cut-
down, reportedly at Benicia Arsenal, Calif., to 
approximately carbine length. This was done 
primarily to provide badly needed funds to 
the Ordnance Dept. and to keep some of the 
skilled armory workmen employed. These 
modified Krags were not intended for use by 
the U.S. military. The arms were sold primarily 
to members of the National Rifle Association 
and are now often colloquially referred to as 
“NRA Carbines,” even though they were cut-
down rifles, not carbines. 

It can be impossible to distinguish one 
of these civilian-made cut-down Krag rifles 
from one of the rifles modified at Benicia and 
sold via the NRA. The only definitive method 
of identifying one of the so-called “NRA 
Carbines” would be with an original bill of 
sale from the government—quite rare today. 

While its bolt-action mechanism and 
unique magazine system proved to be 
somewhat anachronistic soon after its 
adoption, the U.S. Krag was a well-crafted 
firearm that, within its limits, served our 
nation well from the late 19th century and 
into the 20th. Today, an unmodified U.S. Krag 
has become a sought-after collector’s item. 
Although the U.S. military’s standard service 
arm for less than a decade, the Krag saw 
a surprising amount of service during the 
time that the United States was becoming a 
world power. While sometimes overlooked 
today when compared to its better-known 
successor, the Model 1903 Springfield, the 
Krag remains a historic and interesting relic 
of a bygone era in our nation’s history. 

“nra carBine”



SAFARI GRADE 
Federal Premium Ammunition
Just when it seemed that a proud firearm tradition was on the verge of fading away,  
Federal Premium Safari ammunition revitalized classic dangerous-game cartridges  
and helped to spark new interest in the art and science of big-bore shooting.
BY JOHN ZENT, Editorial Director

In a hunting arena where there is zero 
margin for error in ammnition performance, 
Federal Premium Safari has led the way for 
two decades, outfitting big-bore shooters 
with vintage cartridges updated with greatly 
improved modern bullets. NRA Life member 
Mike Evans (l.), using a 500-gr. Federal load 
in his .470 N.E., was afforded an up-close-
and-personal lesson in such performance 
during his elephant hunt in Botswana with 
leading professional hunter Jeff Rann. 
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H
ere at American Rifleman we’re 
proud of our long track record 
covering firearms and the 
shooting world, but even the most 
authoritative source in the business 

can misfire on occasion. Such was the 
case back in July 1991 when a feature on 
the .470 Nitro Express by Field Editor 
Finn Aagaard carried the subhead, 
“Though little but nostalgia and the 
Cape buffalo may warrant its continued 
existence, this yesteryear big bore 
hangs on.” 

While the titanic .470 will never 
be a market leader, at present more 
American companies than ever 
are loading it, and rifles are being 
chambered for it worldwide. Through 
the clarity of 20/20 hindsight we can 
see how our dismissive banner missed 
the mark, and how it also missed the 
handwriting on the wall.

Twenty-five years ago Americans who 
dreamed of blazing African game trails 
had a major hurdle to overcome even 
before leaving home. Unless their rifles 

More on the Web

www.americanrifleman.org



DESPITE SPOTTY ATTENTION 
FROM THE SPORTING PRESS, 
SAFARI HUNTERS TOOK NOTICE. 
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were chambered for .375 H&H Mag. 
or .458 Win. Mag., obtaining factory 
ammunition could be difficult, and, 
regardless of caliber, bullet choices 
were limited. Few dealers stocked 
big-bore cartridges, and hunters 
eager to shoot a double gun or 
magazine rifle bearing a legendary 
name such as Rigby or Westley 
Richards had to find custom loads 
or try clearing an international 
shipment from a European maker.  

That changed in 1989 when 
Federal Cartridge targeted a 
small but growing market with 
Premium Safari, an extension 
of the company’s breakthrough 
Premium brand that combined 
stringent quality control with 
custom bullets—for a price. But 
cost didn’t stop big-game hunters 
from embracing ammunition 
that rivaled top-rate handloads, 

and soon a new generation 
was realizing the advantage of 
controlled-expansion bullets.

Initially, Premium Safari offered 
four big-bore chamberings in nine 
different loadings, so that along 
with .375 H&H Mag. and .458 Win. 
Mag., stalwart British rounds such as 
.416 Rigby and .470 Nitro Express 
were introduced in American 
gun stores. In short order, custom 
bullets such as the Nosler Partition, 
Woodleigh Weldcore, and Trophy 
Bonded Bear Claw (soft-point) 
and Sledgehammer (solid) were 
available in both plains-game and 
dangerous-game loadings. Despite 
spotty attention from the sporting 
press, safari hunters took notice. 

Encouraged by that interest, 
Federal took another decisive 
step, announcing at the 1992 
SHOT Show that it had reached 



Photo by Hannele Lahti



THE RESULT WAS AN ABILITY 
TO SMASH THROUGH THICK 
HIDES AND HEAVY BONES 
AND RELIABLY PENETRATE 
THE VITALS OF THE WORLD’S 
BIGGEST GAME ANIMALS. 
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an agreement with Trophy Bonded 
owner Jack Carter to manufacture Bear 
Claw bullets for loading in its Premium 
ammunition. Carter had been working 
on the development of the Bear Claw 
for a decade, and eventually settled on 
a design that utilized solid copper rod 
as the jacket material. The bullet’s shank 
remained solid copper, while the nose 
was machined with tapered walls that 
encapsulated a lead core. With the core 
inserted, extreme heat was used to bond 
it to the jacket. Through a progressive 
hardening process that allowed the 
softer nose section to open dramatically, 
even while the core remained intact, 
Carter was able to obtain consistent, 
controlled expansion. The nose opened 
significantly, but not too fast and too 
much to hinder penetration.

The result was an ability to smash 
through thick hides and heavy bones 
and reliably penetrate the vitals of the 

world’s biggest game animals. To test 
and promote his new bullets, Carter 
staged a safari to Tanzania and Botswana. 
His party, including Aagaard, killed six 
Cape buffalo with the improved design, 
and in the July 1993 American Rifleman, 
Aagaard, a former professional hunter 
from Kenya, reported, “Their performance 
was well-nigh perfect. … Up till then I 
had preferred to use solids on buffalo, as I 
twice had soft-points break up with similar 
placement and fail to reach the vitals.”

As Federal began producing the 
Trophy Bonded bullets at its Anoka, 
Minn., factory in mid-1992, it continued to 
work with Carter on their development. 
Where Carter had relied on 100-percent-
pure copper jackets, Federal switched 
to gilding metal, a 95/5 copper-zinc 
alloy, which was more compatible 
with its high-speed screw machinery. 
Federal’s production retained the solid-
shank concept with a small radius of 



the lead core exposed at the nose, but it 
sharpened that ogive in many calibers 
in order to increase their ballistic 
coefficients. Initial runs focused on high-
demand smaller chamberings such as 
.270 Win., 7 mm Rem. Mag. and popular 
.30-cal. cartridges, and once production 
lines had perfected the process, work 
began on the bigger Safari rounds. 
Commercially loaded Trophy Bonded 
Bear Claw (TBBC) ammunition made its 
debut in the 1993 Federal catalog.     

Though Federal was taking a lead role 
in serving big-bore shooters, it was not 
operating in a vacuum. The introduction 
of the .416 Rigby was accomplished 
in tandem with Ruger, which added 
the iconic chambering in its No. 1-H 
Tropical single-shot and M77 Magnum 

bolt-action. For 40 years, Americans 
had been catching the safari bug by 
reading Robert Ruark’s seminal Horn of 
the Hunter, and now they could follow the 
lead of Ruark’s hero, professional hunter 
Harry Selby, and realistically own a .416 
Rigby. European gunmakers were also 
keen to tap this burgeoning interest, 
and by the mid- to late-1990s, Holland & 
Holland, Kreighoff, Merkel, Heym, Blaser 
and CZ were importing double rifles and 
bolt-actions, including dangerous-game 
models. The prospect of owning a Nitro 
Express double was now more than just a 
pipe dream, though still rather pricey.  

Competing U.S. firms had also 
stuck their toes in the stream, as both 
Remington and Weatherby introduced  
(Continued after next spread) 

From solids to bonded, from copper to nickel-plating, Federal Premium Safari 
has evolved to meet nearly every challenge big-game hunters face today (r.). 
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Big-Bore Bullet Options

Understandably Federal is bullish on its extensive bullet menu, whose 
most recent additions allow safari veterans to stick with a favorite, 
yet help dangerous-game rookies to follow recommendations from 

their professional hunters. I don’t have enough eyewitness experience to 
rank these options but have used all but one on a variety of hunts and so I 
do have opinions.

1.

2.

3.

(1.) Trophy Bonded Bear Claw—Since the 
early 1990s Trophy Bonded has been Federal’s 
in-house premium projectile, and this soft-point 
has just been significantly reengineered. Always 
top-rate, now it should be even better. On my first 
African safari it staked me to five out of six one-
shot kills. Two years ago when my chance finally 
came inside 15 yds. on an old Botswana buffalo, 
a 300-gr. TBBC from my .375 H&H Mag. turned the 
bull sideways to give me a broadside finisher.

(2.) Trophy Bonded Sledgehammer—The 
won’t-bend/can’t-break construction and a 
flat meplat (nose) ensure deep, straight-line 
penetration. Even if you hit bone, this solid can 
smash right through just about any critter at any 
angle. Now it comes with relief grooves around 
the shank for improved accuracy.

(3.) noSler parTiTion—The controlled-
expansion granddad was the first soft-point that 
reliably expanded at various ranges and velocities 
and yet kept the core and jacket intact. It may 
not be the ticket for elephant and such, but the 
Partition kicks butt on bears and other soft-
skinned beasts.



4.

5.

6.

(4.) BarneS Triple-ShoCk X-BulleT—The highly 
regarded all-copper bullet is plenty tough enough for 
the biggest show on earth and in its new configuration 
is precise enough for long-range shooting from virtually 
any rifle. So far I have used this winner on leopard and 
Cape buffalo (along with a slew of non-dangerous game) 
and look forward to the work still ahead of me.

(5.) BarneS Banded Solid—No matter what you’re 
hunting, when the chips are down this ultra-tough 
copper/zinc alloy slug drills through the nonsense and 
purposely duplicates the Triple-Shock’s point of impact 
so that hunters can confidently make the switch from 
expanding to solid.

(6.) SwifT a-frame—Popular demand convinced 
Federal to add this bonded soft-point in 2010. Mention 
the A-Frame in a gathering of safari hands and you’re 
bound to get a story. Mine comes from an exchange that 
occurred hot on the track of a Tanzanian buffalo. One 
PH told me to load up with solids, but the other insisted 
my A-Frames might as well be solids. A half-hour later 
I pumped three of them into a running bull, the first at 
70 yds., the second at 100 and the coup de grace at 10. 
All three were recovered, and all three are identical, 
textbook mushrooms.

—John Zent
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... DOMINATING AN ARENA WHERE 
FAILURE COULD HAVE DEADLY 
CONSEQUENCES CERTAINLY HELPED 
TO ENHANCE FEDERAL PREMIUM’S 
CREDIBILITY AND BRAND RECOGNITION. 

(Continued) 
proprietary .416 magnum cartridges 
and corresponding rifles in 1988. 
Because the ammunition was readily 
accessible and relatively inexpensive, 

the .416 Rem. Mag. gained a firm 
foothold, and before long both of 
America’s favorite hunting rifles, the 
Remington Model 700 and Winchester 
Model 70, were available in the  
new chambering.

Federal continued its flexible strategy 
in developing what came to be known 
as Premium Safari Cape-Shok. New 
caliber offerings included the .416 
Rem. Mag. (1997), .458 Lott (2006) and 
.500 Nitro Express (2008). And though 
it had a vested interest in pushing 
Trophy Bonded products, the company 
aggressively added the popular Barnes 
Triple-Shock X-Bullet (TSX) in 2006 and 
Swift A-Frame in 2010. 

Although its safari ammunition 
business was never high-volume, 
dominating an arena where failure 
could have deadly consequences 
certainly helped to enhance Federal 

Premium’s credibility and brand 
recognition. However, in the mid-2000s, 
a few troubling reports from Africa 
about TBBC bullet failures mobilized 
the company to review, and ultimately 
to improve, its product. As is often the 
case when a particular product goes 
through “generational” changes, fans of 
the original version tend to think it can’t 
be topped, and certainly that was the 
case with the Bear Claw. Jack Carter’s 
brainchild had been so advanced for 
its time that some satisfied users were 
convinced the earlier solid-copper jacket 
material and forming methods made it 
better than the Federal Cartridge output, 
despite the fact that Carter had worked 
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retina and macula, leading to declines in 
vision that glasses or contacts can’t help. 
If you’ve experienced blurriness or have 
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Dear Claroxan®   ,
I just wanted to write in to tell you about 
my experience with your fantastic product.
I  rst saw a Claroxan ad a few years ago 
in a hunting magazine. I was interested, 
but I felt my sight was OK at that point. 
That changed a summer ago after a day 
at the range. I was well below average 
while trapshooting, and I felt like I just 
wasn’t picking up on the pigeons as they 
emerged from the traps. When I left that 
day, I chalked it up to being rusty. 
A couple days later, I saw one of your ads 
again in a shooting magazine featuring 
a professional hunt guide. It hit me: 
Not picking up right away on the clays 
meant my vision was affecting my ability! 
I  gured if a hunt guide used Claroxan, 
I should give it a try.
I started taking Claroxan Advanced 
six weeks before deer season. As the 
season approached, my groupings 
became tighter than any time in recent 
memory. On opening weekend, I headed 
to a farm about an hour out of town. 
I set up early the next morning in a tree 
stand near a fence break that created a 
natural funnel into the adjoining corn eld. 
I remembered this spot from scouting 

weeks earlier, and old rubs on a nearby 
sapling con rmed my hunch. 
I waited all day without sighting anything. 
As evening approached, I considered 
heading in. As I sat staring at the break 
in the fence, contemplating other stand 
locations, I noticed movement out of the 
corner of my eye to my far left. I turned 
my head to get a glimpse of a thick-tined, 
eight-point buck slipping through the forest 
about 60 yards away.
I remembered a cluster of oak trees behind 
me to my left, and I thought he might be 
headed that way. As luck would have it, 
he was. I turned slowly, brought my 30-30 
to my shoulder, and waited for a clear 
shot in the thick brush. I got a clear broad-
side shot at 40 yards, and I knew it was a 
kill shot. I found the buck about 25 yards 
from where my round struck him. 
There is no way I would have noticed 
the small movement of that deer before 
I started taking Claroxan. It truly has 
made my vision crisper and clearer as 
advertised. As it turned out, I shot the buck 
of a lifetime that day thanks in no small 
part to your product!
 Sincerely,
 Tom S. - Pittsburgh, PA 
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... FEDERAL FOUND THE “OVERALL 
PERCEPTION FROM THE VAST 
MAJORITY OF USERS CONTINUES 
TO BE VERY POSITIVE,” BUT 
NONETHELESS IDENTIFIED THREE 
POTENTIAL AREAS OF IMPROVEMENT. 

with Federal on those changes.
Upon investigating, Federal found 

the “overall perception from the vast 
majority of users continues to be very 
positive,” but nonetheless identified 
three potential areas of improvement. 
1.)  The upset needed to be more 
consistent. On occasion, petals were 
separating and expansion was non-
symmetrical. 2.) Accuracy was “gun 
sensitive,” especially in lighter calibers. 
3.) Loaded-cartridge visuals needed 
upgrading. Flux stains around the bullet 
tip and dings on the exposed lead nose 
compromised consumer confidence in 
an expensive product. 

Product Development Manager Larry 
Head and his engineering team studied 
the issues and, aside from retaining the 
bullet’s basic structure, decided on a  

fundamental makeover. Jackets would be 
formed from gilding-metal wire rather 
than rod stock because they determined 
the wire contained fewer impurities, and 
that translated to less variation in jacket 
geometry. The old screw-machine forming 
method was replaced with an impact-
extrusion process utilizing high pressure 
to convert the raw wire into shaped 
jackets. The engineers were convinced 
these measures would standardize 
expansion characteristics, prevent the 
loss of nose petals, and yield better 
concentricity for improved accuracy. 

Accuracy was also addressed by 
adding a series of circumferential 
grooves around the bullet shank, a la the 
Barnes TSX. This longtime cast-bullet 
feature had cured a nagging tendency 
for Barnes’ hard copper bullets to be 

NRA President Ron Schmeits took this Cape buffalo with a 
.375 H&H Mag. using Federal’s Cape-Shok ammo featuring 
the new Trophy Bonded Bear Claw.



inaccurate in some rifles and leave 
excessive barrel fouling. The innovative 
TSX routinely delivered tight groups from 
just about any gun, and Federal followed 
suit, applying the groove technology to 
its related Trophy Bonded Tip bullet, also 
to great effect. 

According to Federal, the grooving 
creates more surface area and reduces 
bullet stiffness, which in turn reduces 
barrel vibration. As a result, bullets 
recover quicker from yaw, that is, from 
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a natural tendency to oscillate from a 
straight flight path as they exit the  
muzzle. As a final measure Federal 
decided to nickel-plate the bullets, 
which meant that the entire cartridge 
would wear a thin nickel coating since 
the cases had been plated for more 
than a decade. Nickel-plating helps 
to prevent corrosion and because 
of its natural lubricity it aids smooth 
feeding and extraction. Accordingly, 
the engineers guessed that plating 
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the bullets would reduce bore friction 
and barrel fouling, and thus enhance 
accuracy. Subsequent testing proved 
the point, especially as barrels “shot in” 
and passed the 300-round threshold. 
The sleek, high-tech look of an all-silver 
round was not lost to Federal’s marketers, 
who coupled that with new see-through, 
hard-shell packaging to give the product 
shelf-appeal befitting its premium quality.

Quality control of the entire Premium 
brand is extensive. “We have a 

disciplined internal culture that 
runs through the manufacturing and 
assembly processes from case to primer 
to propellant to bullet,” said ATK Federal 
Director of Technology Drew Goodlin. 
“With Cape-Shok, quality is verified 
by constant testing, pulling samples off 
the line for checks with chronographs 
and pressure gauges. All of these loads 
have 100 percent mechanical powder 
detects to make sure the correct powder 
weight is in each shell.” And to ensure 

NICKEL-PLATING HELPS TO PREVENT 
CORROSION AND BECAUSE OF ITS 
NATURAL LUBRICITY IT AIDS SMOOTH 
FEEDING AND EXTRACTION.



PRESENTLY THE LINE OFFERS 10 BIG-
BORE CALIBERS RANGING FROM THE 
NEW .370 SAKO MAG. UP TO .500 NITRO 
EXPRESS, AND IT BOASTS THE LARGEST 
SELECTION EVER OF THE WORLD’S 
TOUGHEST BULLETS.

spot-on functioning in wide-ranging 
weather conditions (think 100° F-plus 
in Africa to blizzards in Alaska), 
Safari loads use specially selected 
propellants that provide consistent 
pressures and velocities over a wide 
temperature range and are finished 
with mouth varnish and primer lacquer 
for waterproofing.

Presently the line offers 10 big-bore 
calibers ranging from the new .370 
Sako Mag. up to .500 Nitro Express, 
and it boasts the largest selection ever 
of the world’s toughest bullets. That’s 
a nod to just how knowledgeable 
today’s riflemen are in regard to bullet 
performance and the pro’s and con’s of 
our leading bullet options. “All along, 
our goal has been to provide the best of 

the best, and we now offer the calibers 
and bullets that the vast majority of 
safari hunters want in a premium 
product,” said Head.  

Clearly we were wrong two decades 
ago in all but sounding the death knell of 
the .470 Nitro, but let’s not be too harsh in 
judging the past. The editors back then 
(me included), had been conned by a 
pervasive, but false, media campaign 
that hunting Africa’s greatest beasts 
was about to end. What we failed to see 
was the power of the marketplace and 
determined sportsmen to conserve this 
vital natural resource.

For more on the real facts about African 
game and hunting go to 
www.americanrifleman.org.
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ne thing seems to be certain: a line of pistols is just somehow 
incomplete without a model in .45 ACP. The Beretta PX4 
is anything but a traditionally styled semi-automatic, but 
it completes the Storm lineup very nicely. And when you 

match the Px4 pistol with the existing Cx4 carbine, both chambered in 
the venerable .45 ACP cartridge, you have a winning combination. 

Beretta’s idea was to offer both pistols and carbines in 9 mm Luger, 
.357 SIG., .40 S&W and .45 ACP, although current Beretta literature does 
not mention guns in the less popular .357 SIG. The most noticeable 
feature of the Storm .45 pistol and carbine is the modernistic styling. 
Beretta led the way when it came to guns with futuristic lines, planes 
and angles. 

In its Storm series, Beretta offers both a .45 ACP polymer-frame pistol—the Px4—as well 
as the innovative Cx4 carbine. These guns deliver the sleek lines and ergonomics for which the 
Italian company has become known, with the stout punch of the .45 ACP.

BY WILEY CLAPP, Field Editor

Photos by Hannele Lahti

O

Taken By Storm 



Beretta’s .45s

Taken By Storm 
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Cx4 Storm .45 ACP Carbine 
While there have been several attempts 

to market a pistol-caliber carbine in 
recent years, none of them came with the 
unique blend of features that distinguish 
the Beretta entry first offered in 9 mm 
Luger (July 2003, p. 44).

Consider trying to fire a conventional 
carbine with one hand—you can’t 
readily do it because the recoiling parts 
are forward of the small of the stock 
and the balance of the gun is way off. 
The Storm has the recoiling bolt and 
feed mechanism centered around the 
position of the shooting hand. Indeed, 
the magazine well is in the pistol grip 
and all of the controls—trigger, safety, 
magazine catch and bolt release—are 
easily reached with the shooting hand. 
The distribution of weight is such that it’s 
almost as easy to shoot with one hand as 
with two—a worthwhile feature. Further, 

beretta storms

APPROXIMATELY 21,500 U.S. MODEL OF 
1911 PISTOLS CAME FROM REMINGTON’S 
PLANT BEFOR THE WAR ENDED ... the gun’s controls and functions may be 

set to suit the right- or left-handed user. 
The Cx4 is a 5¾-lb., 29.7"-long, 

blowback-operated carbine that feeds 
from an eight-round staggered-column 
magazine. Virtually all exterior surfaces 
are polymer. Inside is a steel chassis that 
supports a heavy recoiling bolt. That is 
necessary because it uses a modern 
form of blowback operation. It shoots 
cartridges of relatively mild pressure 
levels, so a blowback system is sufficient 
to contain breech pressures. The stock 
is unique, with a modernistic thumbhole 
design that wraps completely around the 
steel inner structure of the gun. 

It’s the curves and recesses of the 
stock that are so different. There’s a 
mid-length fore-end and a buttplate that 
adjusts for length of pull by means of 
spacers. Also at the butt end of the stock, 



Because the Beretta Cx4 carbine makes heavy use of 
polymer, not only is it distinctly shaped, but it is light, 
weighing under 6 lbs. The carbine’s rear peep sight 
(above, l.), like the post front, is protected. The safety (l.) 
is ambidextrous. 

The Cx4’s upper and lower 
sections are of polymer. 
The fire-control assembly 
is contained in the lower 
(top), and a single pin 
joins the two assemblies 
together. A blowback, the 
Cx4 has a fixed barrel in 
the upper receiver and 
installing a block allows 
ejection from either the 
left or right side (above).

SHOOTING RESULTS (25 YDS.)
.45 ACP 
CArtridge

Vel. @ 12'
(f.P.s.)

energy

(ft.-lbs.)
grouP size in inChes

smAllest   lArgest   AVerAge

Px4 Pistol

WinChester 
no. usA45JhP
230-gr. Pd JhP

861 Avg.
20 Sd

379 2.33 4.04 3.22

blACk hills

230-gr. JhP
847 Avg.

10 Sd
366 2.08 2.87 2.43

AmeriCAn eAgle

no. Ae45A  
230-gr. fmJ

852 Avg.
21 Sd

371 2.97 4.03 3.56

AVerAge extreme sPreAd 3.07

Cx4 CArbine

WinChester  
no. usA45JhP
230-gr. Pd JhP

1051 Avg.
19 Sd

564 2.02 3.21 2.65

blACk hills

230-gr. JhP
1087 Avg.

14 Sd
604 1.94 2.85 2.34

AmeriCAn eAgle

no. Ae45A  
230-gr. fmJ

1100 Avg.
22 Sd

618 2.77 4.02 3.43

AVerAge extreme sPreAd 2.80

AccurAcy reSultS bASed on five conSecutive, five-Shot groupS At 25 ydS. both the 
hAndgun And cArbine were fired off A Solid bench And SAndbAgS. velocitieS meASured 
with An oehler model 35p chronogrAph with ScreenS plAced 12 ft. from the muzzle. 
temperAture: 63° f. AbbreviAtionS: fmJ (full metAl JAcket), Jhp (JAcketed hollow 
point), pd (perSonAl defenSe), Sd (StAndArd deviAtion).
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there are integral sling swivels on both 
the right and left sides. Beretta is well-
aware of the widespread use of tactical 
accessories and includes several 
mounting points for attaching them. 
On each side of the stock adjacent 
to the front sight housing, you’ll find 
pre-drilled hard mounting points for a 
Picatinny rail attachment kit for bottom 
and side-mounted accessories. There 

is another one on the top centerline of 
the stock, between the front and rear 
sights and two would have to be drilled 
and tapped toward the rear. Those 
sights are fully adjustable and are 

housed in gracefully contoured towers. 
This is a neat-looking, if somewhat 
unconventional, gun.

Px4 Storm .45 ACP Pistol
Polymer enables designers to put all 

manner of exotic contours into a firearm. 
In the Px4 .45, the receiver is a dull 
black polymer molded around steel rail 
inserts. The designers obviously took a 

great deal of time working out 
the ergonomics of the pistol’s 
shape—there are swooping, 
yet functional, curves in the 
butt and trigger guard. The 
backstrap, for example, has 
a non-traditional look, but it 
is nonetheless attractive and 
fits the hand well. On the off-
chance that the well-shaped 
butt doesn’t suit the shooter, 
there are two spares of different 
sizes—larger and smaller—
that tailor the gun to individual 
preference. Each of these three 
units has a sort of fish-scale 

pattern of texturing to enhance purchase. 
There’s a similar pattern on the frontstrap. 
At the upper front of the trigger guard, 
there are recesses that house the twin 
dismount catches that make the Px4 

beretta storms

THE DESIGNERS 
OBVIOUSLY TOOK A GREAT 
DEAL OF TIME WORKING 
OUT THE ERGONOMICS 
OF THE PISTOL’S SHAPE—
THERE ARE SWOOPING, 
YET FUNCTIONAL, 
CURVES IN THE BUTT AND 
TRIGGER GUARD. 



Px4 PISTOL Cx4 CARBINE
imPorter berettA, uSA, 17601 berettA drive,  

Accokeek, md, 20607; (301) 283-2191; 
www.berettAuSA.com

CAliber .45 Acp

ACtion tyPe recoil-operAted, 
Semi-AutomAtic, 

center-fire piStol

blowbAck-operAted, 
Semi-AutomAtic, 

center-fire cArbine

frAme polymer Steel chASSiS, 
molded polymer 

Stock

bArrel 4" 16.6"

rifling Six-groove, 1:15.9" rh twiSt

mAgAzine  
CAPACity

nine eight

sights drift AdJuStAble, 
three-dot

Aperture reAr, poSt 
front AdJuStAble 
for windAge And 

elevAtion

trigger Pull Single-Action, 4 lbS.; 
double-Action, 12 lbS.

Single-StAge; 4 lbS.

oVerAll length 7.6" 29.7"

Width 1.4" 2.5"

height 5.5" 7.5"

Weight 28.2 ozS. 5 lbS., 12 ozS.

ACCessories lock, lockAble hArd 
cASe, mAnuAl, two 
SpAre bAckStrApS

hArd cASe, mAnuAl, 
Short rAil Section, 

SpAre mAgAzine

suggested

retAil PriCe
$1,035 $915

extremely fast to 
take down. On the 

underside of the 
dust cover there’s 

an accessory rail. 
Beretta engineers 

came up with a handsome slide design 
bearing the company’s ultra-tough 
Bruniton finish that complements the 
receiver well. Sides of the slide are 
flat, as is the top, but the transitioning 
surfaces on the upper corners get a 
pronounced taper for both cosmetic 
and functional reasons. The taper 
increases as it approaches the muzzle, 
which gives the pistol a racy look. A 
functional wedge shape makes the 
gun easier to re-holster quickly when 
required in tactical circumstances. The 
Px4 is a handsome, if arguably large, 
modern semi-automatic pistol.

The gun employs all required 
characteristics and a few of the more 
sensible options. You can have either a 
traditional double-action/single-action 
or double-action-only. The sample came 
with the double-action/single-action, 
which features a decocker/safety lever 
on the slide. The lever is repeated on the 
right side of the slide. 

It is a recoil-operated gun and 

departs from the typical tilting barrel 
lock-up by using a rotary barrel action. 
The recoiling parts are initially locked 
together for a short distance, after 
which the barrel encounters an angled 
cam, which rotates it a few degrees 
and unlocks it from the slide. While 
the barrel stops, the slide continues 
rearward to allow extraction and 
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ejection. A powerful coil spring under the barrel 
compresses during rearward movement then 
extends to drive the recoiling parts forward. 
Usually, one of the by-products of a rotary barrel 
is a rather thick pistol, but the Px4 seems to be 
only marginally larger than competing models. 
With a semi-staggered column magazine of 
nine rounds that falls free when released, and 
fixed three-dot sights, the Beretta Px4 competes 
favorably with pistols from virtually all the 
makers. By any standard, it is a functional pistol 
that is also stylishly handsome.

On The Range
Shooting the guns revealed their unique 

characteristics. I fired them not only to produce 
the data printed with this story, but also to develop 
impressions of how they might function in tactical 
situations. While it is a pretty 

beretta storms

The heavy bolt (above and 
right) contains the recoil spring, 
guide and buffer. The extractor 
and ejector are reversible, too. 
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The Px4 uses a rotary locking system 
(above). After firing, the barrel moves 
rearward on an angled cam, then 
rotates a few degrees, unlocking the 
pistol. A coil spring then returns the 
barrel to the locked position. An accessory rail is molded 

into the polymer frame.



chunky gun, the Px4 pistol is not so 
large that it cannot be managed with 
practice. It has one unusual feature in 
that it tends to twist (or torque) slightly 
when fired. This is likely a function of 
the rotary barrel locking system. A 
strong Weaver stance helps greatly 
in shooting the pistol, which seems 
to be accurate and dependable. I 
encountered no malfunctions while 
firing several hundred rounds, and 
accuracy was adequate.

The Cx4 carbine was slightly more 
accurate. Part of that may be due to 
a longer sight radius and the fact 
that I was shooting through a familiar 
peep-and-post sight system. I was 
surprised to get some rather snappy 
recoil from the Cx4, but that may be 
a function of a blowback operating 
system. Although the gun has about 
a foot more of barrel length than the 
Px4, velocities increased by around 
200 f.p.s. Several kinds of ammunition 
cycled through the arm without 

issue. That’s a virtue of course, but 
the gun’s greater virtue may be 
the way that it can be set up for 
individual preference. I set up this 
one with the cocking handle on 
the right side, ejection to the left, 
magazine catch on the right and 
manual safety on the right side. I 
put the ejection port away from my 
face. Because of its balance around 
the shooting hand, it is easy to 
work one-handed. My only serious 
criticism is the non-compatibility of 
the Cx4 and Px4 magazines. 

Fitted with a suitable extended 
magazine of 14 or 15 rounds, the 
Cx4 would be a formidable home 
defense arm, accurate to possibly 50 
or 75 yds. and intimidating at closer 
ranges. There are plenty of hard 
points to add rails for lights, lasers 
and the entire panoply of devices 
that delight today’s tactical shooters. 
Both of these Beretta firearms are 
reliable guns with unique features. 
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BOTH OF THESE 
BERETTA FIREARMS 
ARE RELIABLE GUNS 
WITH UNIQUE FEATURES. 



New! Doctor
Recommended The Reverse Aging Miracle

1-877-849-4777

• Improved sleep & emotional stability
• Increased energy & exercise endurance
• Loss of body fat 
• Increased bone density
• Improved memory & mental alertness
• Increased muscle strength & size
• Reverse baldness & color restored
• Regenerates Immune System

• Strengthened heart muscle
• Controlled cholesterol
• Normalizes blood pressure
• Controlled mood swings
• Wrinkle disappearance
• Reverse many degenerative 
 disease symptoms
• Heightened five senses awareness
• Increased skin thickness & texture

From the landmark book Grow Young with 
HGH comes the most powerful, over-the-
counter health supplement in the history of 
man.  Human growth hormone was first 
discovered in 1920 and has long been thought 
by the medical community to be necessary 
only to stimulate the body to full adult size 
and therefore unnecessary past the age of 20. 
Recent studies, however, have overturned this 
notion completely, discovering instead that the 
natural decline of Human Growth Hormone 
(HGH), from ages 21 to 61 (the average age at 
which there is only a trace left in the body) 
and is the main reason why the the body ages 
and fails to regenerate itself to its 25 year-old 
biological age.

Like a picked flower cut from the source, we 
gradually wilt physically and mentally and 
become vulnerable to a host of degenerative 
diseases, that we simply weren’t susceptible to 
in our early adult years.

Modern medical science now regards aging as 
a disease that is treatable and prevent-
able and that “aging”, the disease, is 
actually acompilation of various 
diseases and pathologies, from 
everything, like a rise in blood glucose 
and pressure to diabetes, skin wrinkling 
and so on. All of these aging symptoms 
can be stopped and rolled back by 
maintaining Growth Hormone levels in 

the blood at the same levels HGH existed in 
the blood when we were 25 years old.

There is a receptor site in almost every cell in 
the human body for HGH, so its regenerative 
and healing effects are very comprehensive.

Growth Hormone first synthesized in 1985 
under the Reagan Orphan drug act, to treat 
dwarfism, was quickly recognized to stop 
aging in its tracks and reverse it to a remark-
able degree.  Since then, only the lucky and 
the rich have had access to it at the cost of 
$10,000 US per year.

The next big breakthrough was to come in 
1997 when a group of doctors and scientists, 
developed an all-natural source product which 
would cause your own natural HGH to be 
released again and do all the remarkable 
things it did for you in your 20’s.  Now 
available to every adult for about the price of 
a coffee and donut a day.

GHR now available in 
America, just in time for 
the aging Baby Boomers 
and everyone else from 
age 30 to 90 who doesn’t 
want to age rapidly but 
would rather stay young, 
beautiful and healthy all 
of the time.

The new HGH releasers are winning converts 
from the synthetic HGH users as well, since 
GHR is just as effective, is oral instead of 
self-injectable and is very affordable.

GHR is a natural releaser, has no known side 
effects, unlike the synthetic version and has no 
known drug interactions. Progressive doctors 
admit that this is the direction medicine is 
seeking to go, to get the body to heal itself 
instead of employing drugs.  GHR is truly a 
revolutionary paradigm shift in medicine and, 
like any modern leap frog advance, many others 
will be left in the dust holding their limited, or 
useless drugs and remedies.

It is now thought that HGH is so comprehen-
sive in its healing and regenerative powers that 
it is today, where the computer industry was 
twenty years ago, that it will displace so many 
prescription and non-prescription drugs and 
health remedies that it is staggering to think of.

The president of BIE Health Products stated in 
a recent interview, I’ve been waiting for these 
products since the 70’s.  We knew they would 
come, if only we could stay healthy and live 
long enough to see them! If you want to stay on 
top of your game, physically and mentally as 
you age, this product is a boon, especially for 
the highly skilled professionals who have made 
large investments in their education, and 
experience. Also with the failure of Congress to 
honor our seniors with pharmaceutical coverage 
policy, it’s more important than ever to take 
pro-active steps to safeguard your health.  
Continued use of GHR will make a radical 
difference in your health, HGH is particularly 
helpful to the elderly who, given a choice, 
would rather stay independent in their own 
home, strong, healthy and alert enough to 
manage their own affairs, exercise and stay 
involved in their communities. Frank, age 85, 
walks two miles a day, plays golf, belongs to a 
dance club for seniors, had a girl friend again 
and doesn’t need Viagara, passed his drivers test 
and is hardly ever home when we call - GHR 
delivers.

HGH is known to relieve symptoms of Asthma, 
Angina, Chronic Fatigue, Constipation, Lower 
back pain and Sciatica, Cataracts and Macular 
Degeneration, Menopause, Fibromyalgia, 
Regular and Diabetic Neuropathy, Hepatitis, 
helps Kidney Dialysis and Heart and Stroke 
recovery.

For more information or to 
order call 877-849-4777 

www.biehealth.us
©copyright 2000

Grow Young with HGHGrow Young with HGH
Choose LifeChoose Life

This program will make a radical difference in your health, 
appearance and outlook.  In fact we are so confident of the 

difference GHR can make in your life we offer a 100% 
refund on unopened containers.

BIE Health Products
3840 East Robinson Road

Box 139
Amherst, NY14228

All NaturalFormula

RELEASE YOUR OWN GROWTH HORMONE AND ENJOY:

DIV 2037839 ON

www.biehealth.us
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Corporal Peter Robinson of 
45 Commando Royal Marines 
“yomped” down the dirt track that 
leads from the foot of the Two 
Sisters to Moody Brook with his 
L1A1 SLR on June 14, 1982. This 
photograph, taken by Royal Navy 
Petty Officer Peter Holdgate, is 
probably the most famous image 
from the conflict.  

More on the Web

www.americanrifleman.org

    Guns of the

Falklands War
In 1982, Argentine troops occupied a group of islands known to them as the Malvinas, 
but to the British the islands were the Falklands. The result was a ground war that pitted 
troops equipped with remarkably similar small arms against each other.

BY MARTIN K.A. MORGAN

Photo courtesy of After The Battle
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ost people alive in 1982 
remember it well. It was 
the event that sent us all 
to the atlas to look-up 

the location of the Falkland 
Islands (known as Islas Malvinas 
in Argentina). It was the event 
that pitted British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher against 
Argentine dictator Leopoldo 
Galtieri. Triggered by competing 
territorial claims to remote 
islands in the South Atlantic, 
the brief but intense conflict 
remains a stunning example 
of modern air and naval war. 
But despite all its modernity, 
the Falklands/Malvinas conflict 
hinged on plenty of conventional 
land warfare. While Mirage and 
Harrier jets streaked across the 
sky above, British and Argentine 
troops struggled against one 
another with rifles and machine 
guns on the ground.

M During the pre-dawn hours of 
April 2, 1982, Argentina set in 
motion Operation ROSARIO—the 
invasion of the Falkland Islands. 
At Mullet Creek south of Port 
Stanley, 94 heavily armed men 
from the Amphibious Commando 
Group landed by rubber rafts 
at 0430 and moved toward 
Stanley—population 1,800. Then 
at 0540, the 2nd Marine Battalion 
began landing at Yorke Bay north 
of the airport in 20 American-
made LVTP-7 Amtracs. As almost 
1,000 Argentine Commandos, 
Marines and soldiers descended 
on Stanley, they made contact 
with the city’s defenders: 68 
Royal Marines of Naval Party 
8901. With a numerically 
superior enemy force closing-in, 
the defenders pulled back to 
positions around Government 
House at 0715 and prepared to 
make a last stand.

Click to view video.



Photos courtesy Museó de Armas de la Nacion, Círculo Militar
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Royal Marine 
Cpl. George 
Gill was staring 
through the scope 
of his sniper rifle 
when Argentine 
troops came out 
from behind cover 
near his position. 
He squeezed 
the trigger 
on his L42A1 
Enfield and it 

bucked as a 7.62 mm bullet zipped 
downrange. One of the finest sniper 
rifles ever made, the 10-lb. L42A1’s 
deadly accuracy served the task 
effectively. “I had a couple of them in 
my sights and made sure they were 
taken out of the game,” Gill recalled. 
For the next two hours the British held 
their ground, but then the Argentines 
brought up Amtracs for support. At that 
point, Argentine Commandos swiftly 
moved into the building complex from 
several directions in a final assault that 
overwhelmed the Royal Marines of 
Naval Party 8901.

Sargento Manuel Batista was 
particularly well-armed for this type 
of close-quarters firefight: He carried 

Sargento Manuel Batista of the 
Compañia de Comando Anfibios 
takes prisoners from Naval Party 
8901 in Stanley on April 2, 1982. The 
Royal Marines are armed with L1A1 
SLRs while Batista is armed with a 
suppressed L34A1 Sterling.



WITH THE FALL OF STANLEY ON APRIL 
2 AND THE ISLAND OF SOUTH GOERGIA 
THE FOLLOWING DAY, IT SEEMED THAT 
ARGENTINA HAD FINALLY CEMENTED 
ITS … TERRITORIAL CLAIMS … . 

four fragmentation hand grenades, 
an Argentine-made 9 mm Browning 
Hi-Power pistol and a suppressed L34A1 
Sterling submachine gun. He kicked-in 
the door to the first outbuilding he came 
to, quickly collected several prisoners 
and then moved-on to capture a group 
of Royal Marines around the outside of 
Government House. Batista then lead 
his prisoners into the parking area in 
front of the maid’s quarters where they 
were disarmed and searched. Another 
group of Royal Marines were similarly 
handled in front of the island’s Cable 
and Wireless Office after surrendering. 

With the fall of Stanley on April 2 
and the island of South Georgia the 
following day, it seemed that Argentina 
had finally cemented its long-disputed 
territorial claims to the islands of 
the South Atlantic. While the world 
wondered how England would react, 
the images of disarmed Royal Marines 
face-down in the street filled Margaret 
Thatcher with resolve. That same day, 
she addressed Parliament regarding 
Argentina’s “unprovoked aggression” 
against sovereign British territory. The 
Prime Minister concluded her speech 
with these words: “It is the government’s 
objective to see that the islands are 

free from occupation and are returned 
to British administration at the earliest 
possible moment.” Almost immediately, 
England began assembling a naval 
task force to conduct Operation 
CORPORATE: the counter-invasion of 
the Falkland Islands. 

In anticipation of just such a 
response, the Argentines began to 
flood Islas Malvinas with thousands 
of reinforcements. By day and night, 
C-130s flew into the airport at Stanley 
delivering planeloads of fresh troops—
troops who carried an interesting 
variety of small arms. Principal 
among them was Fabrique Nationale’s 
venerable Fusil Automatique Léger 
(Light Automatic Rifle). Argentina 
adopted the FAL in the late 1950s with 
the direct purchase of rifles produced 
at FN in Herstal, Belgium. Then in 1960, 
the Dirección General de Fabricaciones 
Militares (the General Directorate of 
Military Manufacturing, or “DGFM”) 
began domestic production of the FAL 
at the state-owned Fábrica Militar de 
Armas Portátiles (Military Small Arms 
Factory, or “FMAP”) Domingo Matheu 
factory in Rosario. The DGFM produced 
the FAL in four models: the standard FM 
FAL (Fusil Automatico Liviano or Light 



THEY PLANTED ANTI-PERSONNEL 
LAND MINES BY THE THOUSANDS 
AND THEY DUG-IN, CREATING 
FIGHTING POSITIONS AMID THE 
WIND-SWEPT ROCKS

American Rifleman     Oct 2010
  C O M M E N T    

 U S E  Y O U R  P O W E R

Automatic Rifle) Model 50-00; the folding 
stock FM FAL Model 50-61; the short-
barreled Paracaidista Model 50-63; and 
the Model 50-41, known as the FAP (Fusil 
Automatico Pesado or Heavy Automatic 
Rifle). In addition to their DGFM FALs, 
Argentine battalions were also armed 
with FN’s legendary 7.62 mm Mitrailleuse 
d’Appui Generale (MAG) general 
purpose machine gun. 

Although these arms were present 
by the thousands in the streets of 
Stanley during April 1982, Argentine 
troops also carried other domestically 
manufactured military firearms. 
Alongside their MAG machine guns, 
some Argentine units were still using 
the ALAM-1 machine gun in the 
Falklands/Malvinas. Chambered in the 
7.65x51 mm cartridge, the ALAM-1 was 

the DGFM’s copy of the U.S. M1919A4 
air-cooled machine gun. There 
were also two different DGFM 9 mm 
blowback submachine guns: the more 
modern FMK-3 and the PAM-II (Pistola 

Ametralladora)—a copy of the 
U.S. M3A1 “Grease Gun.” 

Most Argentine officers 
carried the standard sidearm 
in general issue in 1982—
the DGFM’s version of the 
Hi-Power—but some still 
carried something older and 
more powerful. Between 1927 
and 1966, the DGFM’s Domingo 
Matheu factory produced the Sistema 
Colt Cal. 11.25mm Modelo 1927—a 
licensed copy of the M1911A1 pistol. 
Many Argentine officers preferred the 
extra punch of the .45 ACP Sistema 
1927 over the 9 mm Luger.  There were 
also a few arms of foreign manufacture 
among the various Argentine units in the 
Falklands/Malvinas. British-made L2A3 
Sterling submachine guns, Belgian-

made FN UZI 
submachine guns 
and even Italian-
made Beretta 
BM-59E rifles 
were in the hands 
of the extremely 
well-armed 

occupying force.
Through the remaining weeks of April, 

Argentine units moved into the jagged 
hills surrounding Stanley and began 
preparing for a defensive campaign on 



Photo by Gordon Ramsey, After The Battle

the ground. They planted anti-personnel 
land mines by the thousands and they 
dug-in, creating fighting positions 
amid the wind-swept rocks. But the 
conventional ground forces would 
have to wait-out a seven week interim 
of escalating air and naval warfare. On 
May 1, British combat operations in 
the Falklands began when Royal Air 
Force and Royal Navy aircraft carried 
out the first airstrikes against Argentine 
positions around the Stanley airport. As 
the naval and air wars unfolded with 
each passing day, the British carried 
out a daring raid on the airfield on 

Pebble Island on the night of May 14-15. 
In the raid, the 45 men of D Squadron, 
Special Air Service infiltrated using two 
Sea King helicopters and proceeded 
to destroy 11 Argentine aircraft on the 
ground. In addition to mortars and 
rockets, the SAS fought the battle using 
American-made M16 rifles equipped 
with 40 mm M203 grenade launchers.

The true watershed event of the 
Falklands/Malvinas War came on May 
21 when 3 Marine Commando Brigade 
conducted an amphibious landing 
near the settlement of San Carlos. 
Encountering only light opposition 

These four arms captured during the 1982 Falklands War were produced by Argentina’s 
Dirección General de Fabricaciones Militares (the General Directorate of Military 
Manufacturing, or “DGFM”) at the state-owned Fábrica Militar de Armas Portátiles 
(Military Small Arms Factory, or “FMAP”) Domingo Matheu in Rosario, Santa Fe. They 
are: (1.) an FM FAP (Fusil Automatico Pesado or Heavy Automatic Rifle) Model 50-41 with 
a bi-pod; (2.) an FM FAL (Fusil Automatico Liviano or Light Automatic Rifle) Model 50-00 
with a wood stock; (3.) an FM FAL Model 50-61 with a folding stock; (4.) and a Sistema 
Colt Cal. 11.25 mm Modelo 1927 —a licensed copy of the M1911A1 .45 ACP pistol.



TO PROTECT THE TROOPS ON THE 
BEACHHEAD FROM LOW-LEVEL 
STRAFING ATTACKS, THE BRITISH 
USED ANOTHER LEGENDARY 
AMERICAN FIREARM: THE M2HB 
.50 BMG MACHINE GUN.

upon landing, the brigade’s 4,000 
troops moved quickly to expand the 
beachhead and commence offensive 
operations. Although that part of the 
operation went well, Argentine aircraft 
responded with a series of devastating 
attacks against the Royal Navy warships 
supporting the force ashore. To protect 
the troops on the beachhead from low-
level strafing attacks, the British used 
another legendary American firearm: 
the M2HB .50 BMG machine gun. While 
the air and sea campaign raged, British 
ground forces began to push-out from 

the invasion beaches with the ultimate 
goal of conducting a direct assault 
against Stanley, 50 miles away. 

With a mountainous interior and an 
almost total absence of roads, moving the 
assault force into position around Stanley 
presented the British with an enormous 
challenge. The original plan called for 
the troops to be flown across the island, 
but almost all of the helicopters that 
were supposed to do the job went down 
when the Atlantic Conveyor was sunk. This 

development 
meant that some 
British units 
would have 
to walk—or 
“yomp”—their 
way across 
rugged terrain 
in the worst 
possible weather.

During the pre-dawn hours of  
May 28 the first significant land battle of 
the war began when the 2nd Battalion 
of the Parachute Regiment attacked 

the airfield at 
Goose Green. 
Under the 
command of Lt. 
Col. Herbert “H” 
Jones, the men 
of 2 Para carried 
the typical 
assortment 
of automatic 

arms organic to a battalion in the 
British Army in 1982. Some of the men 
were armed with 9 mm L2A3 Sterling 
submachine guns, while the majority 
carried another derivative of the FN 
FAL—the L1A1 Self Loading Rifle (SLR). 
Just like their Argentine adversaries, 
the Brits also carried a version of the 
FN MAG—the L7A2 General Purpose 
Machine Gun (GPMG). They also used 
a few U.S.-made 40 mm M79 grenade 
launchers. Finally, the battalion’s 

American Rifleman     Oct 2010
  C O M M E N T    

 G O :  A M E R I C A N R I F L E M A N . O R G



Photos courtesy Museo de Armas de la Nación, Círculo Militar

Argentine soldiers armed with the FM FAL Model 50-00 pose for a photograph in 
downtown Stanley (l.). A warrant officer from 45 Commando on June 3, 1982, at 
Teal Inlet is armed with an M16 rifle (r.).

Click to view photo gallery.
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officers carried the L9A1 pistol—
Britain’s version of the renowned FN/
Browning 9 mm Hi-Power. The men of  
2 Para struck out to capture Goose 
Green “before breakfast,” but stiff 
resistance from Argentine troops dug-in 
on Darwin Ridge caused the attackers 
to lose momentum. The British surged 
forward several times throughout 
the morning only to be stopped by 
heavy automatic fire from Argentine 

infantrymen on the ridge. At a critical 
moment in the battle, Lt. Col. Jones 
decided to lead an attack on a machine 
gun position and sprinted toward the 
enemy firing his L2A3 submachine 
gun. Half way up the hill, he paused to 
reload the Sterling and, as he started 
off again, a single 7.62 mm bullet struck 
him just behind his right collarbone 
and exited through his abdomen. 
He was killed instantly and was 

Men of 2 Para armed with the L1A1 SLR 
shortly before the battle for Goose Green.

Photo courtesy of After The Battle



posthumously awarded 
the Victoria Cross for his 
leadership and courage. 
The battle reached its 
official conclusion the 
following day when more 
1,000 Argentine troops 
surrendered. 

The next phase of the 
advance toward Stanley 
commenced immediately 
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following the victory at Goose Green 
when all British units began to push 
eastward. In the north, 3 Para and  
45 Commando departed San Carlos on 
foot and yomped to Teal Inlet and Mount 
Estancia. In the center, 42 Commando 
and the SAS moved by helicopter over 
the center of the island to Mount Kent. 
In the south, 2 Para and the newly 
arrived 5th Infantry Brigade moved by 
helicopter and ship from Goose Green 
to the Fitzroy/Bluff Cove area. With those 
elements in place, British forces were 
positioned to launch their final attack. 
The effort kicked-off in the bitter cold of 
the night of June 11 with a brigade-sized 
operation that produced a trio of intense 
battles. Five miles west of the city,  

45 Commando assaulted into positions 
occupied by the Argentine 4th Infantry 
Regiment on the Two Sisters hill mass. 
Silhouetted by the moonlight, the Brits 
came under devastating fire from 
Argentine M2 HB .50-cal. machine guns 
as mortar rounds rained down around 
them. With fire support from the guns 
of the destroyer HMS Glamorgan, the 
Royal Marines ultimately prevailed. 
Less than a mile away to the south,  
42 Commando and the 1st Battalion 
Welsh Guards fought a desperate battle 
on Mount Harriet.

Across the valley floor to the northeast, 
the men of 3 Para simultaneously 
assaulted positions occupied by the 
Argentine 7th Mechanized Infantry 

Click to view photo slideshow.
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Regiment on Mount 
Longdon. As the men of  
3 Para attempted to 
advance up the slopes, 
they ran headlong into 
opponents who met their 
attack with a mixture of 
DGFM PAM-II Grease 
Guns, FAL rifles, FAP 
light machine guns and 
MAG belt-fed machine 
guns. In addition to that, 
a Marine heavy-weapons 
platoon manned several 
M2HBs on the mountain. 
In the confused darkness, 
paratroopers stormed the 
Argentine positions and 
engaged their adversaries 
in vicious hand-to-hand 
combat with buttstocks and 
bayonets. At a critical point 
in the fight, the 4th Platoon 
of B Company/3 Para 
received orders to conduct 
a reconnaissance of the 
north side of the ridge in 
an attempt to outflank the 
enemy positions.

Unknowingly, the recce 
force moved into the 
field of fire of yet another 
concealed Argentine 
machine gun. With no other 
option, the platoon leader 
charged the position only 
to be wounded. Without 
hesitating, 29-year-old 
Platoon Sgt. Ian John McKay 
took-over and rushed the 
machine gun firing his 
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L1A1 SLR. After covering the distance 
rapidly, he hurled fragmentation hand 
grenades at the position—neutralizing 
it and killing the men inside. However, 
gunfire from elsewhere on the mountain 
then struck and killed Sgt. McKay. The 
courage and inspirational leadership he 
displayed that night on Mount Longdon 
was ultimately recognized when he was 

Soldiers from 7 Platoon/G 
Company/2 Scots Guards pose 
on Mount Tumbledown shortly 
after learning of the Argentine 

surrender on June 14, 1982.  
Note their L1A1 SLRs.



MORE THAN 10,000 
ARGENTINE MEN 
BECAME PRISONERS 
OF WAR THE NEXT DAY. 
AS THEY MARCHED OFF 
INTO CAPTIVITY, THEY 
PILED-UP THOUSANDS 
OF DGFM RIFLES AND 
MACHINE GUNS … .

Moore announced: “The Falkland Islands 
are once more under the Government 
desired by their inhabitants—God Save 
the Queen.”

More than 10,000 Argentine men 
became prisoners of war the next day. 
As they marched off into captivity, they 
piled-up thousands of DGFM rifles and 
machine guns at several collecting 
points in Port Stanley—a testament to 
Argentina’s failed attempt to control 
the Falkland Islands. This failed attempt 
resulted in the loss of 649 Argentine and 
258 British lives and forever altered the 
future of both nations. Although more 
than 25 years have passed since the 
Falklands/Malvinas War, in Argentina it 
remains a sensitive subject. Throughout 
that country today, bumper stickers 
and signs can be seen that announce: 
“After 25 years it’s the same feeling: they 
were, they are and they will always be 
Argentine! MALVINAS!”

posthumously awarded 
the Victoria Cross.

The British resumed the 
attack during the night 
of the 13th when 2 Para 
attacked Wireless Ridge 
and the 1st Battalion/7th 
Gurkha Rifles attacked 
Mount William. Meanwhile, 
the 2nd Battalion Scots 
Guards went up against 
the Argentine 5th Marine 
Infantry Battalion in a 
dramatic action on Mount 

Tumbledown that concluded with a 
bayonet charge. Driven out of their 
defensive positions in the surrounding 
hills, Argentine units retreated back into 
Stanley in disorder. Soon, a white flag 
could be seen waving over the city, and 
then at 9:30 p.m. local time June 14, 1982, 
the surrender was signed, ending the 
war. Shortly thereafter, Maj. Gen. Jeremy 



IAC REGENT MODEL R100

The R100 is an 
economically priced pistol 
that is faithful to the 
original M1911A1 design.
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IAC REGENT MODEL R100

The reasonably priced, high-quality, no-frills 
M1911 is one market niche that never seems to 
be adequately filled. Only a handful of O-frame 

guns have a price tag of $600 or less. A new addition 
to that group is the IAC Regent Model R100, made by 
Trabzon Gun Industry Corp. of Ankara, Turkey, and 
Imported by Interstate Arms Corp. of Billerica, Mass. 
Trabzon Gun Industry was founded in 1993 with the 
support of the Turkish government, and production 
of pistols for the Turkish armed forces began in 2000. 
Today the company catalogs 20 handguns in six 
calibers, including two M1911s in .45 ACP. All guns 

are manufactured to ISO 9001 and NATO AQAP 120 
quality standards.

IAC, a wholesale distributor of imported and 
American-made arms for 34 years, began 

bringing in Trabzon-produced M1911s in 
2009, and marketed them under the Regent 

R100 name.  The R100 is a rendition of the 
M1911A1 that is visually faithful to the 

original design, with a spur hammer, 
M1911A1-style grip safety, arched 

mainspring housing, high 
ejection port and minimal 
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fixed sights. The gun, made in .45 ACP 
only, has a matte-black finish and sports 
brown checkered plastic stocks. The 
Regent we received for testing evinced 
a level of quality unexpected at its $559 
price. The sides of the frame and slide 
were dead flat, with no high spots or 
undulations, and the lines where the 
flats met the curved areas of the slide 
and frame were straight. The forward 
edges of the slide, frame and slide stop 
were dehorned.

All machining inside the slide and 
frame was well-executed, with minimal 
tool marks. The bar-stock slide appeared 
straight, and the investment-cast frame 
showed no signs of porosity or other flaws 
that sometimes bedevil castings, either 
inside or out. Although a forged slide and 
frame set is often considered the gold 
standard of M1911 manufacture, properly 
made investment castings can be every 
bit as serviceable.

Measurements showed the frame rails 
to be parallel to within 0.00", another 
sign of care in manufacturing. Side-to-
side, slide-to-frame play was measured 
to be about 0.011", which is adequate for 

a combat or plinking gun. Although the 
R100 is of Series 70 design, and so lacks 
the passive firing pin safety of the Colt 
Series 80 guns, the frame nonetheless 
has a relief cut for the Series 80-style 
plunger levers, which is occupied by a 
steel filler plate.

The stainless steel, hammer-forged 
barrel was fully throated and showed 
the proper setback from the frame feed 
ramp, which had no visible tool marks. 
The barrel hood had about 0.009" 
clearance on each side and about 
0.002" at the rear of its cut in the slide—
again, sufficiently tight tolerances for a 
defensive or recreational pistol—and the 
barrel bushing did not require a bushing 
wrench for removal from the slide. 

The quality of internal parts is as 
important as external fit and finish, and 
the R100’s appeared well-made, with no 
burrs, rough machine marks or other 
defects. IAC states that the R100 should 
accept virtually all aftermarket parts 
made for M1911-style pistols. The only 
cosmetic flaw was the plum-colored 
plunger tube, which did not match the 
black color of the frame. 

dope bag
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THE QUALITY OF INTERNAL PARTS 
IS AS IMPORTANT AS EXTERNAL 
FIT AND FINISH, AND THE R100’S 
APPEARED WELL-MADE, WITH NO 
BURRS, ROUGH MACHINE MARKS 
OR OTHER DEFECTS. 

The Regent R100 
presents no surprises 
to those familiar with 
the Government 
Model pattern. The 
frame is investment 
cast, but the slide is  
of bar stock.
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Function-testing with dummy 
ammunition demonstrated that the 
pistol’s thumb and grip safeties 
worked properly. The magazine was 
properly retained by the magazine 
catch, with little up-and-down play, or 
“mag float,” and dropped freely when 
the catch was pressed.

At the range, the R100 continued to 
impress. All three loads performed well, 
averaging 3" or better for five, five-shot 
groups at 25 yds. As one could predict 
from the velocity and energy figures, 
recoil was mild with the Sellier & Bellot 
and Hornady loads, but fairly stiff with the 
hot Cor-Bon +P ammunition.

Reliability was excellent, with both 

the supplied magazine and with 
aftermarket Wilson and McCormick 
units. Ejection was strong, sending 
cases as much as 12 ft. to the rear of the 
gun. The only issue encountered was 
difficulty in freely dropping a magazine 
loaded with the Cor-Bon JHPs, whose 
broad nose rubbed on the portion of 
the slide stop lug that projects into the 
magazine well.

The fixed sights were reasonably 
well-regulated. Twenty-five-yard 
groups ran about 2"-21/2" high and 1/2" 
to 1” to the right, depending on the 
ammunition. At the typical self-defense 
range of 7 yds., the R100 shot only 
about 1" above the point of aim. The 

SHOOTING RESULTS (25 YDS.)
.45 ACP 
CArtridge

Vel. @ 15'
(f.P.s.)

energy

(ft.-lbs.)
grouP size in inChes

smAllest   lArgest   AVerAge

sellier & bellot

230-gr. fmJ
814 Avg.

7 Sd
338 2.15 3.26 2.56

Cor-bon 185-gr.
JhP +P

1167 Avg.
18 Sd

560 2.75 3.57 2.94

hornAdy no. 9112
200-gr. XtP

901 Avg.
11 Sd

360 1.76 4.17 3.01

AVerAge eXtreme sPreAd 2.84

MeASured AverAge velocity for 10 roundS froM A 5" bArrel. rAnge teMperAture: 
65° f. HuMidity: 60%. AccurAcy for five conSecutive, five-SHot groupS At 25 ydS. 
froM SAndbAgS. AbbreviAtionS: fMJ (full MetAl JAcket), JHp (JAcketed Hollow 
point), Sd (StAndArd deviAtion), Xtp (XtreMe terMinAl perforMAnce).
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G.I.-style sights gave a surprisingly good 
sight picture, and the 53/4-lb. trigger, 
though slightly mushy, actually felt lighter 
than its measured weight. In sum, the IAC 
Regent R100 is an attractive, well-made 
and eminently shootable version of the 
classic M1911A1 pattern. Its $559 price 
tag alone gives it considerable appeal, 
yet it is more than just an economy-grade 
gun. The R100’s quality and performance 
should earn it a serious look from any 
aficionado of O-frame pistols. 

IAC REGENT R100
mAnufACturer:  trAbzon gun  

induStry corp., degol cAddeSi no. 
13/1, 06580  tAndoAn-AnkArA / 
turkiye, www.trAbzonSilAH.coM

imPorter:  interStAte ArMS  
corp. (dept. Ar), 6g dunHAM 
roAd, billericA, MA 01821;  
(800) 243-3006;  
www.iAciMportS.coM

CAliber: .45 Acp 
ACtion tyPe: SHort-recoil-operAted, 

Single-Action, center-fire  
SeMi-AutoMAtic piStol

frAme: inveStMent-cASt Steel
bArrel: StAinleSS Steel, 5" 
rifling: SiX-groove, 1:16" rH twiSt
mAgAzine: Steel detAcHAble boX,  

Seven roundS
sights: rAMped, SerrAted front poSt; 

fiXed reAr notcH
trigger Pull: Single-Action; 5 lbS.,  

12 ozS.
stoCks: cHeckered plAStic
oVerAll length: 85⁄8"
Width: 15⁄16"
height: 53⁄8"
Weight: 40 ozS.
ACCessories: HArd plAStic cASe;  

cleAning bruSH; gun lock;  
owner’S MAnuAl

suggested retAil PriCe: $559

The Regent R100’s magazine well 
is not beveled. The space for a 
Series 80-style safety (bottom) 
is occupied by a filler plate. Also 
note the short ejector.



VORTEX RAZOR HD 5-20X 50 MM
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VORTEX RAZOR HD 5-20X 50 MM

The Vortex name may be new to some, but the company 
traces its origins back to 1986. Today the company offers 
binoculars, monoculars, red-dot scopes, spotting scopes, and 

several lines of hunting scopes, as well as a growing line of tactical 
products, including Razor tactical riflescopes in 1-4X 24 mm and 
5-20X 50 mm configurations.      

The Razor 5-20X is built around a 6061 T6 aluminum main tube 
35 mm in diameter and nearly 2 mm thick, which allows the scope 
to offer an impressive 125 minutes/36 milliradians (mrad) of both 
elevation and windage adjustment, set by means of large target-



THE SCOPE IS FILLED WITH ARGON GAS, 
WHICH IS INERT AND PREVENTS FOGGING 
AND CORROSION IN A WIDER RANGE OF 
TEMPERATURES THAN DO OTHER GASES. 
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dope bag

type turrets on the saddle. On the 
left side of the saddle is the parallax 
focusing knob, with markings from 
40 yds. to infinity. The scope’s 50 mm 
objective is threaded for attachment 
of the included 4" lens shade, and 
the ocular features a rubber-coated 
magnification adjustment ring and 
a fast-focus ring for dialing in up to 
+/- 2 diopters of focus adjustment. On 
the upper left side of the ocular is the 
11-position reticle illumination knob, 
which also contains the CR2032 battery.

The scope is filled with argon gas, 
which is inert and prevents fogging 
and corrosion in a wider range of 
temperatures than do other gases. 
O-ring seals help retain the gas 
and protect against the intrusion of 
moisture and dust. The tube, turrets 
and other external aluminum surfaces 
are hard-coat anodized in matte-black. 

Each lens is locked solidly in place 
fore and aft by machined locking 
rings. The objective’s multi-element 
apochromatic lens system ensures 
true color fidelity and optimum 
sharpness, and Vortex’s proprietary 
XR lens coating, which is applied to 
all lens surfaces, delivers superior 
light transmission. Exterior lens 

surfaces are also protected by Vortex’s 
scratch-resistant ArmorTek coating. 
Vortex states that the Razor’s lenses, all 
made in Japan, are optically indexed 
for optimal alignment, resulting in 
a brighter view without a loss of 
resolution at the edges of the visual 
field. Additionally, it offers 3.9" of eye 
relief at all magnification levels. 

The Razor is offered with two glass-
etched reticles: the EBR-1, which 
features m.o.a. gradations on the 
vertical and horizontal crosshair, 
and the EBR-2 reticle, which features 
similar subtensions in milliradians. 
Both reticles are synchronized with the 
click adjustments on the elevation and 
windage turrets (i.e., the subtensions 
on the reticle match the click values 
of the scope). In both reticles, the 
horizontal crosshair is offset slightly 
above the midpoint of the field of view, 
giving additional elevation adjustment 
range. Both reticles are in the first 
focal plane, which means that the 
reticle changes apparent size as the 
magnification is changed, but retains 
the same proportions of target size and 
reticle subtensions.

The markings on the elevation and 
windage turrets and parallax focus 
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VORTEX RAZOR HD 5-20X 50 MM
imPorter: vorteX opticS (dept. Ar),  

2120 weSt greenview drive,  
Middleton, wi 53562;  
(800) 426-0048;  
www.vorteXopticS.coM

model:  rzr551
mAgnifiCAtion And obJeCtiVe: 

5-20X 50 MM
finish: HArd-Anodized SteAltH  

SHAdow blAck 
field of VieW (ft. @ 100 yds.): 

13.6 (5X), 5.24 (20X)
eye relief: 3.9"
CliCk VAlue: 1/4 M.o.A.  

or 0.1 MrAdS (teSted)
WindAge And eleVAtion 
AdJustment rAnge: 125 M.o.A.  

or 36 MrAdS
retiCle: rAngefinding ebr-1 (M.o.A.) 

or ebr-2 (MillirAdiAnS, teSted) 
illuMinAted glASS-etcHed reticle,  
locAted in firSt focAl plAne

length: 15.8"
Weight:  35.2 ozS.
feAtures: 35 MM MAin tube;  

Side pArAllAX AdJuStMent froM  
40 ydS. to infinity; + or – 2 diopter 
AdJuStAble eyepiece, zeroAble  
windAge And elevAtion turretS;  
zero Stop; Xd glASS; rAdiuS bAr on 
elevAtion turret; MAgview SySteM 
on zooM ring; vip unconditionAl 
lifetiMe wArrAnty

ACCessories: SunSHAde; Anti-reflection 
device; bubble level; HeX wrencH

suggested list PriCe: $2,499

knob are clear and can be 
seen without having to move 
the aiming eye overmuch from 
behind the scope (although the 
35 mm rings partially obscure 
the windage markings). A red 
fiber-optic Radius Bar inset in 
the top of the elevation turret 
allows the operator to easily 
keep track of turret revolutions 
in all light conditions. 

Also visible from the firing 
position is the patent-pending 
MagView System, a short fiber-
optic rod on the ocular used with 
raised magnification references 
on the power ring to indicate 
the current magnification level. 
Features such as special long-
wearing silicon brass turret 
screws and ultra-precise turret 
screw threads aid consistent, 
accurate and repeatable tracking. 

Highly polished stainless steel 
pads on the tips of the turret 
screws impinge on a hardened 
steel ring on the machined brass 
erector tube, ensuring long life 
and low wear. Hardened steel 
splines inside the turret are 
engaged by the steel clicker balls, 
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The side parallax focus knob is adjustable 
from 40 yds. to infinity. The Razor’s 
windage and elevation turrets can 
be zeroed easily, and feature clear, 
1/10-milliradian gradations. The fiber-optic 
Radius Bar (l., arrow) helps the operator 
keep track of the magnification level.
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producing positive clicks and minimizing 
clicker system wear. Finally, a single 
fatigue-resistant chrome-vanadium 
erector spring provides precise and 
repeatable elevation tracking.

Vortex’s  RZR (Rapid Zero Return) Zero 
Stop mechanism allows the operator to 
quickly return to a preset sight-in range 
without counting clicks or dialing below 
that zero. The whole process takes only a 
few minutes and can easily be repeated 
anytime the minimum zero range must 
be changed.

Using Vortex’s optional 35 mm steel 
rings, we installed and shot the Razor on 
several different guns, including a 7 mm 
WSM F-Class rifle, a DPMS LR-6.5 in 6.5 
Creedmoor, and both Surgeon Rifles’ 
Remedy and Barrett’s 98B .338 Lapua 
rifles. Testing involved the traditional 
“shooting the square.” Also performed 
was a ladder test in which three shots 
were fired every two vertical clicks for a 
total of 40 clicks, and measurements made 
of the distance between each group and 
the total distance between the first and 
last groups. In both tests, the appropriate 
value for each click (0.1 milliradian or 
0.36") was achieved. When the zeroed 
scope was removed from the gun and then 
reinstalled, the zero did not change by any 
discernible amount.

The view through the scope was 
gratifyingly clear and sharp, with 
no visible distortion or decrease in 
brightness, color fidelity or resolution 

at the edges of the field of view. 
Light transmission was bright, in our 
estimation as bright as other premium 
tactical scopes we have used. Clicks on 
the elevation and windage knobs were 
judged to be quiet but still crisp and 
definite. Moreover, the first-focal-plane 
reticle was coarse enough to be easily 
seen at the minimum magnification of 
5X, yet fine enough at the maximum 
20X magnification to not interfere with 
target visibility. For most rangefinding 
purposes, however, we used a higher 
magnification to see the gradations 
on the reticle more clearly. We stored 
the scope in a freezer overnight, 
reinstalled it and shot a group; again, 
zero did not change. Later the scope 
was fully immersed in hot water for 
approximately one hour, followed by 
one hour immersion in ice water. No 
bubbles appeared and the lenses didn’t 
fog. All controls still worked smoothly at 
both extremes of temperature.

The Razor HD 5-20X 50 mm has 
one of the most carefully thought-out 
designs we have seen on a tactical 
scope, with rugged construction, a 
wealth of operator-friendly features, an 
unusually wide range of elevation and 
windage adjustments, and an easy-to-
use, uncluttered rangefinding reticle. 
With these features, and a list price of 
$2,499, the Vortex Razor HD 5-20X 50 
mm is comparable to other premium 
tactical scopes.
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BUSHNELL 10X 42 MM FUSION 1600 ARC 

Bushnell, a company renowned 
for not only offering the latest 
technological advances in optics, 

but also for providing models for the 
cost-conscious outdoorsman, continues 
the trend with its Fusion 1600 ARC. 
Although rangefinding binoculars aren’t 
new, finding such technology along with 
truly beneficial “extras” in a platform 
affordable to the masses is, indeed, 
outside the norm.

Outwardly, the 31-oz., 6¼" x 51/2" 
x 21/2", 10X 42 mm Fusion 1600 ARC 
resembles the company’s many standard 
binoculars. In fact, the roof prism 
binocular, which has BaK-4 glass that is 
phase-corrected and has the company’s 
proprietary PC-3 phase coating, does 
share many commonalities, including: 
fully multi-coated optics; anti-reflective 

coatings; RainGuard HD hydrophobic 
lens coating; twist-up eye cups; rubber 
armor; and waterproof construction. 
What distinguishes it is found beneath 
the surface. 

The aptly named Fusion 1600 ARC, 
which is powered by a CR123 3-volt 
battery (included), offers ranging 
accuracy to within plus or minus 1 yd./ 
1 meter out to 1,600 yds./1,463 
meters on highly reflective objects. 
Nonetheless, since target reflectivity, 
size, color and shape, as well as 
environmental conditions, influence 
true ranging effectiveness, real-world 
distances will be less—1,000 yds./ 
914 meters for most objects. 

The Fusion 1600 offers three 
“selective targeting modes.” For most  
(Continued after next spread) 

Click here to watch video.



Blue wildebeest are very tough animals. 
As such, the bullet needs to retain a high 

percentage of its original weight to ensure 
deep penetration and disruption of vitals. 

This wildebeest was taken at approximately 
120 yds., and the recovered 180-gr. AccuBond 

(original weight) exhibited picture-perfect 
weight retention and expansion characteristics. 

The Fusion 1600 also proved helpful in taking 
this animal, as the hunter and PH were able 
to continually check distance to the animal 

throughout the stalk.
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The 10X 42 mm Fusion 1600 ARC rangefinding 
binocular offers ranging capabilities out to 
1,600 yds., yet weighs only 31 ozs. and costs 
less than $900. The company’s RainGuard HD 
hydrophobic lens coating and rubber exterior 
aid use in inclement weather.
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(Continued) 
ranging, the standard “Scan” mode 
is sufficient. When ranging game and 
small targets, or where the background 
targets have stronger signal strengths, 
“BullsEye” is the best option. In this 
mode, even when multiple objects 
are ranged the distance of the closer 
object will be displayed.  “Brush” mode 
enables flora to be ignored so that 
only the distance of the desired target 
is determined. If multiple objects are 
acquired, the distance of the farthest 
object will be displayed.

Viewing and line-of-sight distance 
ranging are only two of the unit’s 
attributes: The Fusion 1600’s Angle 
Range Calculation (ARC) feature is its 
real advancement. The Fusion 1600 
features “a built-in accelerometer-
based inclinometer,” which, according 
to Bushnell, “provides elevation angle 
to allow for distance compensation 
when targeting objects that are either 
uphill or downhill. This data is then 
combined with internal algorithmic 
ballistic formulas.” Ultimately, degree 
of elevation, along with the line-of-
sight distance, ballistic characteristics 
of the bullet/load and the sight-in 
distance, will determine the bullet 
drop/holdover (in rifle mode). The 
inclinometer is rated to be accurate 
within plus-or-minus 1 degree.

As the Fusion 1600 will serve both 
archery and rifle hunters, there are two 
correlating modes: bow and rifle. In the 
former, line-of-sight distance, degree of 
elevation and true horizontal distance out 

to 99 yds./meters are shown. Rifle mode, 
though, calculates and displays bullet 
drop in inches, minute of angle (m.o.a.) 
or centimeters—determined from line-of-
sight distance, sight-in distance, degree of 
elevation and load/bullet characteristics. 
The latter is selected from a list of eight 
ballistic groups (A-H), as derived from 
Sierra Bullets’ ballistic programs. For 
muzzleloaders there are two (I and J) 
blackpowder-specific groups. When only 
line-of-sight distance is desired, there is 
the non-ARC Regular (rEG) mode.

Although the instruction manual lists 
only a few of the most popular factory 
loads, Bushnell’s website shows more 
than 2,000. Even if a specific load isn’t 
listed, one needs only to verify the bullet 

BUSHNELL 10X 24 MM FUSION
imPorter: buSHnell outdoor productS 

(dept. Ar); 9200 cody St., 
overlAnd pArk, kS 66214;  
(800) 423-3537; www.buSHnell.coM

model: fuSion 1600 Arc
mAgnifiCAtion And obJeCtiVe:     

10X 42 MM
finish: rubber
field of VieW (ft. @1,000 yds.): 

305
eXit PuPil: 4.2 MM
length: 6¼"
Width: 51/2"
Weight: 31 ozS.
PoWer sourCe: cr123 3-volt bAttery 
feAtures: center focuS; Arc
ACCessories: lenS coverS; neck StrAp; 

bAttery; owner’S MAnuAl
suggested retAil PriCe: $899



drop at 300 yds. with a 100-yd. zero and 
find the group that best correlates to it.

Setup of the Fusion is simple. Once 
powered (the reddish/orange button 
on unit’s right side), depressing the 
similarly colored mode button—on the 
top left side of the binocular—for three 
seconds puts the Fusion into “Setup,” 
and a subsequent push enables toggling 
between “Bow,” “Rifle,” or “rEG” modes. 
The power button then confirms the 
selection. Following this, the user chooses 
a unit of measure (yds. or meters), 
Variable Sight-In (VSI) (100, 150, 200 or 
300 yds./meters), measurement units of 
hold-over/bullet drop (inches or m.o.a. 
if yds. is selected for unit of measure, or 
if meters was previously selected, then 
the default is centimeters), and the final 
option, display brightness. There are four 
intensity settings. 

When using the ARC system in 
rifle mode, once the unit is powered, 
depressing the power button for 
approximately two seconds—while 
maintaining the aiming circle 
on-target—then letting off, the display 
will show the line-of-sight distance, 
and immediately right of it is the unit 
of measurement. Below those, the 
degree of angle will be shown for 
approximately one and a half seconds 
before the unit reveals the bullet drop/
holdover—the most important number. 
The latter two measurements will 
toggle back and forth for five seconds 
before the unit shuts off.  

In addition to traditional testing, 
which included water submersion for 
15 minutes and freezing for one hour, 
followed by the unit returning to room 

temperature, both of which it passed 
without issue, the sample Fusion 1600 
was taken to Africa by a Rifleman 
staff member. Although its ranging 
capability proved helpful throughout 
the safari, its true value came near the 
end of the hunt.

While hunting with Authentic African 
Adventures on Shelanti Game Ranch in 
the Limpopo province of South Africa, 
the hunter, professional hunter, tracker, 
guide and aide were glassing from a 
hilltop, when the PH spotted an old kudu 
bull below them. From their position 
the true distance was deceiving, but not 
to the Fusion, which showed a line-of-
sight distance as 305 yds. Knowing the 
capability of the rifle accompanying him, 
a Nosler Model 48 Trophy Grade in .300 
WSM, and being well-practiced, the shot 
was within reason; however, before he 
could ready the rifle the animal moved.

Finding the kudu again, the Fusion 
1600 ARC revealed that it was now 265 
yds. away. With the exact bullet drop 
displayed, and also taking into account 
the speed and direction of the wind, as 
well as having a solid rest afforded by the 
Shooter’s Ridge bipod and the buttstock 
supported, the shot proved easy. The 
hunter delivered a 180-gr. AccuBond 
through both shoulders and put the 
animal down within mere seconds. 

With the Fusion 1600 ARC, Bushnell 
takes much of the guesswork out 
of shooting, particularly uphill and 
downhill, and it does so in a model 
that is affordable to all shooters. It 
could prove the difference in taking 
the trophy of a lifetime, or going home 
empty-handed.
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To accommodate those with or without 
eyeglasses, the unit has twist-up eye cups.

The American Rifleman has used the phrase “Dope Bag” since at least 1921, when Col. Townsend Whelen 
first titled his column with it. Even then, it had been in use for years, referring to a sack used by target shooters 
to hold ammunition and accessories on the firing line. “Sight dope” also was a traditional marksman’s term for 
sight-adjustment information, while judging wind speed and direction was called “doping the wind.”

WARNING: Technical data and information contained herein are intended to provide information based on 
the limited experience of individuals under specific conditions and circumstances. They do not detail the 
comprehensive training procedures, techniques and safety precautions absolutely necessary to properly carry on 
similar activity. Read the notice and disclaimer on the contents page. Always consult comprehensive reference 
manuals and bulletins for details of proper training requirements, procedures, techniques and safety precautions 
before attempting any similar activity.



The midterm elections are right around the corner. 
There are literally hundreds of competitive races 
in which there are stark differences between the 

candidates on our issues, and gun owners can provide 
the margins of victory or defeat. 

But far too many will sit on the sidelines, unwilling 
or unable to perform the simple civic duty of casting 
a ballot. Their numbers will not be counted, but their 
absence may let anti-gun candidates squeak through 
to victory—and then attack our rights.  

These gun owners are missing in action. As in any 
battle, the burden of their absence will be borne by 
those who do turn out. 

What is at the root of their dereliction? They give 
many reasons. They don’t want to be on a list. They 
don’t want to be called for jury duty. They don’t think 
their vote will count. All of these false fears lead to 
the same result: fewer gun owners registered to vote, 
which places our rights in greater jeopardy. 

In addition to those who have long been eligible 
but not registered, every year millions of members 
of America’s next generation turn 18 and become 
eligible to register. Many are eager to exercise their 
newfound political power—but just as many are 
apathetic or disengaged.

Just as we all bear the burden of their absence, we 
all have a duty to bring them into our ranks. It’s not an 
easy task, but fortunately our side has a not-so-secret 
weapon: Chuck Norris.

We are honored that Chuck is once again serving as 

Political report

by Chris W. Cox,  
NRA-ILA Executive Director

Get “Tough Like Chuck” 
And Trigger The Vote!
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honorary chairman of 
our nonpartisan voter 
registration campaign, 
Trigger the Vote. 
Chuck’s enormous 
popularity was 
apparent to all when 
he and his wonderful 
wife, Gena, came 
to the NRA Annual 
Meetings in Charlotte, 
N.C. He held the crowd spellbound with a visionary speech about 
the power of the vote, and he met thousands of NRA members at 
receptions and his book signing. His message is a simple one: If you 
want to get “tough like Chuck,” you have to be registered to vote. 

We are fortunate to have his support, especially because of 
his appeal to fans of all ages. The Trigger the Vote campaign 
has deployed a new approach to reach the younger generation, 
using new social media outlets online. It will also use traditional 
methods of outreach to reach the broader audience of 
unregistered gun owners including TV, radio and direct mail. 

And Trigger the Vote is mobile, going on the road to educate and 
register voters at gun shows, shooting ranges and anywhere else that 
gun owners, hunters and shooters might congregate. The campaign 
posts regular updates on its website www.TriggertheVote.org, 
including short videos of volunteers explaining why they are putting 
their time and effort into the campaign.

Trigger the Vote was first deployed in 2009. We tested it in 
Virginia—NRA’s home base. Virginia was hosting its traditional 
“off-year” election for governor, and we ran the campaign right up 
until the voter registration deadline. The results were impressive: 
Voter registration numbers swelled by one third. 

Now we’ve updated the campaign with a redesigned website, new 
ads and new outreach materials across the spectrum. You, too, can be 
part of the campaign. Visit the website, follow it on Twitter, Facebook 
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Trigger the Vote Honorary Chairman Chuck Norris 
(with his wife Gena, above) was presented with 
the Defender of Freedom Award at the NRA  
Annual Meetings in Charlotte, N.C.



and YouTube, and share it with friends. It has all the tools 
you need to persuade any unregistered gun owners, hunters 
or shooters you may know to get “tough like Chuck” by 
registering to vote.

Then click on the “Why Me, Why Now?” tab to send us 
your testimonial, whether a short video, photo, or just 
an e-mail outlining the actions you have taken. The best 
submissions will be posted for all to share and to inspire 
other visitors to the site to do their part as well. 

Visit www.TriggertheVote.org today 
and get “tough like Chuck”— Trigger 
the Vote in your community. To make 
a tax-deductible donation to support 
the campaign, visit the NRA Freedom 
Action Foundation’s website at  
www.NRAFAF.org and click on 
“Contribute.” The future of our freedom 
depends on it.

Political report

NRA OFFICERS 
Ronald L. Schmeits, PRESIDENT 

David A. Keene, FIRST VICE PRESIDENT 
James W. Porter II, SECOND VICE PRESIDENT 

Wayne LaPierre, EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT 

Edward J. Land Jr., SECRETARY 

Wilson H. Phillips Jr., TREASURER 

Kayne Robinson, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 
 GENERAL OPERATIONS 

Christopher W. Cox, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
 INSTITUTE FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION 

IN MEMORY NRA-ILA CONTRIBUTIONS (July 1-31, 2010)
Alice Dewey, Anacortes, WA (from: Carl Dewey); Barbara Yokey, Mayville, MI (from: Raymond Yokey); George Helm, Fort Worth, TX (from: Elaine Helm); 
Bertis Wickstrom, Marquette, KS (from: Joan Wickstrom); Frank Druding, Aptos, CA (from: Noel Druding); Ronald Stumpfrock, Ottsville, PA (from: Margery 
Stumpfrock); Clint Fraser, Tucson, AZ (from: Scott Fraser); Albert Vera (from: Marshall Buck, Robert Huff and John Schaefer); John Hrycuna III, Northfield, NH 
(from: Leo and Mary Kneeland)

ILA CONTRIBUTIONS  
(The following contributed $1,000 or more to the NRA Institute for Legislative Action during April 1-30, and July 1-22, 2010.)  
Rebecca Sugden, Apopka, FL; Andrew Smith, San Francisco, CA; Lee Beaman, Nashville, TN; John Draper, Kremmling, CO; Guy Bowers, Lubbock, 
TX; Thomas Guzzo, Peachtree City, GA; James Martin, Chambersburg, PA; Neil Twilla, Murfreesboro, TN; Gene Edwin Henry Estate, Dallas, TX; 
Angela Barrett, Christiana, TN; James Scofield, Pickering, OH; Paul Stein, Beaumont, TX; Jeffrey Radke, Anacortes, WA; Robert Allison, Houston, 
TX; Bruce Farrell, Byron Center, MI; Albert Pagitt, Palestine, TX; Horton Spitzer, Wilson, WY; J.S. Parker, Carefree, AZ; Thomas Marmon, Ada, MI; 
Dan Pocapalis, Rancho Palos Verdes, CA; Michael Goguen, Atherton, CA; Frederick Sowerby, Tucson, AZ; Gregory Goetz, Las Vegas, NV; Philip 
Voght, Centerville, OH; Barbara Rumpel, Winter Park, FL; Tracy Clark, Midland, TX; Leroy Lashbrook, Visalia, CA; Alan Hunter, San Diego, CA; Peter 
Erdekian, Woodland Hills, CA; Zane Jones, Belton, TX; Lawrence Edwards, Brick, NJ; Wescon Management Group, Inc., Midland, TX; Brownells, Inc., 
Montezuma, IA; Citizens for Wildlife Conservation, Hazel Park, MI
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SAVE ON TrAVEl
Car Rentals with discounts for members
 Hertz  1-800-654-2200  CDP# 166609  www.Hertz.com
 Avis  1-800-225-7094   AWD# A832100  www.Avis.com
 Budget  1-800-527-0700  BCD# Z636500  www.budget.com
 Enterprise 1-800-736-8222 Customer # NrAErAC 
    www.enterprise.com/nra
 National  1-800-227-7368 Customer # 5028198  
    www.nationalcar.com/offer/nra
 Alamo 1-800-462-5266 Customer # 7015199  
    www.alamo.com/offer/nra

Hotels with discounts for members
Wyndham Hotels and resorts, Baymont Inns, Days Inn,  

Howard Johnson, Knights Inn, ramada, Travelodge, 
 Wingate, Amerihost Inn, Super 8, Endless Vacation rentals, 

Hawthorn Suites and Microtel Inns and Suites.    1-877-670-7088 
Benefits ID 20661  
or go to  www.nra.org/affiliates.aspx  for web links. 

Best Western  1-800-441-1114 ID# 00151840 
    www.bestwestern.com/mvp/nra.asp

FINANCIAl SErVICES/HOuSEHOlD SErVICES
Credit Card: 
 NrA Visa 1-866-NrA-VISA offer 76376  www.nraaccounts.com/nra
Banking and Deposit Services
 NrA Banking Center 1-866-674-5754  www.nrabankingcenter.com
Customized Checks
 NrA Check Program 1-888-331-6767  www.nracheckprogram.com
Moving and Relocation Services
 North American 800-524-5533 and Allied Van lines 800-871-8864
 Mortgage Services 1-800-593-2526
 real Estate Services 1-800-593-2526    
     www.nra.movebenefits.com
Identity Theft Protection 
 lifelock 1-877-lifelock  promo code NrA  www.lifelock.com
NRA Car Buying Service 
 www.nra.org/autos   or call 1-877-924-8287

SAVE ON INSurANCE
NRA Endorsed Auto and Home
 21st Century Insurance 1-877-280-4763  
 www.locktonrisk.com/nrains/auto.htm
NRA Endorsed Life, Health, Property, Casualty for members and businesses
 1-877-672-3006  www.nraendorsedinsurance.com
High Limit Life–underwritten
 Insurance Central  www.icinsure.com/nra

SAVE ON MEDICAl NEEDS 
NRA Hearing Benefits
 1-866-619-5889  www.NrAHearingBenefits.com
Life Line Screening
 Preventive Screening Services 1-866-651-7926  
 www.lifelineScreening.com/NrA
Laser Vision Correction
 The laser Eye Centers 1-877-752-6852  www.TlCvision.com
Prescription Drug Discounts 1-888-436-3700  www.nrarx.com

         

SPECIAlTY SAVINGS
American Rifleman and American Hunter Videos
 NrA Video Collection  1-888-695-4868
 https://www.nravideocollection.com  
Telecommunication Services
 Outdoor Affinity Telecom  1-866-519-5222   www.outdooraffinity.org/nra
Christmas/Seasonal Cards
 NrA Holiday Card Center  www.holidaycardcenter.org/nra 
NRA Wine Club
 Vinesse  1-800-823-5527  www.nrawineclub.com

SAVE ON NrA GEAr
The NrA Store 1-888-607-6007  www.nrastore.com 

HIGHLIGHTED MEMBER BENEFIT OF THE MONTH

Special NRA Wine Club Offer—FREE SHIPPING 
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Do you love wine and supporting the NRA?   
You can enjoy 6 Wines for $12-$15 per bottle plus  
FrEE Shipping (a $21 value) on your first shipment!  
Plus, 10% of every purchase is given directly to the NrA.  
Also, you’ll get a FrEE NrA-engraved 9-piece Wood Wine  
Accessory Box, a $45.99 value. 

Visit www.nrawineclub.com/october2010 
or call 800-823-5527 and mention code nraoctober2010 
to receive this special offer and begin supporting the NrA 
with every purchase. 

Benefit news   memBer savings
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U.S. House Committee Protects 
Rights Of Public Housing Residents

Gun owners earned a 
victory on July 27 as the 
House Financial Services 

Committee adopted an NRA-
supported amendment offered 
by Rep. Tom Price, R-Ga., to protect 
the Second Amendment rights of 
public housing residents. 

Rep. Price’s amendment to H.R. 
4868, the “Housing Preservation 
and Tenant Protection Act,” was 
adopted by a voice vote. The 
measure would restore and protect 
the right to possess and lawfully 
use firearms for self-defense and 
other legitimate purposes in 
federally assisted housing, and 
would bar housing authorities from 
restricting residents’ legal ownership of guns. This amendment is very 
similar to one that Price offered last year, but which wasn’t included 
in the final bill. Congressman Price should be commended for his 
leadership on this important issue.

Anti-gun Rep. Maxine Waters, D-Calif., attempted to amend the Price 
amendment to allow housing authorities to impose gun registration 
requirements. Her proposal was defeated in committee by a 24-38 vote.

The adoption of the Price amendment indicates that most lawmakers 
understand that a person should not be forced to give up Second 
Amendment rights just to have a roof over his or her head. Fact is, many 
public housing projects are in high-crime areas where people most 
desperately need the right to defend themselves. NRA has long fought 
this battle in the courts and in state legislatures around the country.

Illustration by Tom Rickwalder
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ILA report: Latest legislative news from inside the NRA Institute for Legislative Action

IL A Grassroots :  (800)  392-8683  •   NR A-IL A:  (703)  267-1170  •   NR A-IL A website:  www.nra i la .org

On July 28, a bipartisan majority of the U.S. House of 
Representatives voted, by a margin of 307-113, to 
amend the federal bankruptcy code’s definition of 

“household goods” to include firearms on the list of items that 
cannot be seized from a debtor in a bankruptcy proceeding. 

The bill, H.R. 5827, introduced by U.S. Rep. John Boccieri, 
D-Ohio, with NRA’s support, would ensure that a debtor 
who files for bankruptcy would not lose the constitutionally 
protected means of self-protection. (The bill sets a cap of 
$3,000 on the value of a firearm collection eligible for the 
protection.) The protection only applies in states that haven’t 
opted out of the federal bankruptcy exemptions, but a 
number of states have adopted their own specific exemptions 
for guns in the bankruptcy process.

Predictably, anti-gun groups attacked the bill with their 
usual hysteria, claiming it would lead to rampant murders 
and suicides among Americans facing financial distress. The 
predictions ignored one simple fact: H.R. 5827 only protects 
guns that a debtor already possesses. The attacks confirm 
once again that the anti-gun groups’ only interest is in 
ensuring that as many Americans are disarmed as possible, by 
any means available. 

The Senate companion bill is S. 3654, sponsored by Senate 
Judiciary Committee chairman Patrick Leahy, D-Vt. 

U.S. House Passes 
Protection For 
Gun Owners  
In Bankruptcy



Radical Group 
Launches Campaign 
For Lead Bullet Ban

On August 4, an anti-hunting 
organization called the Center 
for Biological Diversity (CBD), 

along with other environmental groups, 
filed a petition with the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) to ban lead 
ammunition in the United States. Hunters 
and shooters are in the crosshairs of 
this extremist group, which NRA has 
already battled in court and before 
regulatory agencies over the use of lead 
in ammunition.

CBD falsely claims that ammunition 
with lead bullets or shot, the type most 
commonly used by hunters and gun 
owners, is a danger to wildlife. What’s 
more, the rule it asks for is contrary to 
clear language in the Toxic Substance 
Control Act of 1976 that forbids 
regulation of ammunition. 

CBD’s “scientific evidence” suggesting 
lead ammunition is taking a “horrific 
toll” on wildlife is bogus. For example, 
CBD and its allies cite the bald eagle as 
a “lead tragedy,” even though the bald 
eagle population has been increasing 
exponentially, according to the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service. 

Radical environmental groups like CBD 
have already contributed to declining 
hunter numbers by helping to eliminate 
access to vast public hunting lands. A 
complete lead ban would make matters 
worse by mandating use of expensive, 

non-traditional ammunition. The 
competitive and recreational shooting 
that allows gun owners to hone their 
skills would also be dramatically curtailed 
due to increased costs. 

While lead has its hazards, they are 
readily managed. The EPA itself has 
previously recommended practices that 
“have been proven to effectively reduce 
lead contamination” at shooting ranges 
and has never called for restrictions on the 
use of lead ammunition. Some lead-free 
ammunition has even been found to raise 
new health and environmental concerns 
of its own. If the campaign to ban 
traditional ammunition is successful, rest 
assured that the radical environmentalists 
will soon try to ban the “next best thing.”

In a fundraising plea in support of the 
anti-lead campaign, CBD states, “The 
NRA will spend $100 for every dollar we 
spend. It will pull out all the stops against 
us.” CBD is wrong about the science and 
wrong about the law, but at least it’s right 
about one thing: NRA will pull out all the 
stops on this issue, because this fight is 
too important to lose.

The CBD and other anti-hunting groups cite it as a “lead tragedy,” 
but the bald eagle population is thriving according to the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service.
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ILA report: Latest legislative news from inside the NRA Institute for Legislative Action

As polls show an ever-increasing 
number of Americans support the 
individual Right to Keep and Bear 

Arms, it seems that even former ardent 
supporters of gun control are coming 
to their senses. Throughout the ‘80s and 
‘90s, the syndicated advice column “Dear 
Abby,” written by Pauline and Jeanne 
Phillips, was a bullhorn for propaganda 
against gun ownership. But a recent re-
sponse to a reader’s question regarding 
Right-to-Carry suggests “Abby’s” position 
has shifted.

In a June 9 column, “Gun-Shy in N.Y.C.” 
asked what to do about a member of 
her parents’ church who carries a gun 
for self-protection. “Abby’s” reasoned 
response: “If the man has a license to 
carry the gun, then he is breaking no 
laws. You are certainly within your rights 
to refrain from being in his presence. 
If your parents were really concerned 
about their safety, they would either talk 
to the pastor or go somewhere else to 
worship. They have done neither, so you 
should let it go.”

This is a far cry from “Abby’s” past 
anti-gun screeds with titles like “Keeping 
guns in the home a sure prescription for 
disaster,” or “Lock Up Your Gun, Now!” On 
July 16, 1990, “Abby” even turned her 
column over to Handgun Control, Inc. 
(since renamed as the Brady Campaign) 
when she republished James Brady’s 
letter to the New York Times promoting 
the Brady Bill. In it, Brady wrote that “the 
only people who oppose the Brady Bill 
are psychopaths, criminals and the  
gun lobby.” 

Unfortunately, “Abby’s” newfound 
respect for citizens’ rights comes too 
late to persuade Pauline Phillips’ twin 
sister “Eppie” Lederer, who wrote the 
similar “Ask Ann Landers” column. 
Before her death in 2002, Lederer, 
a one-time member of Handgun 
Control, Inc.’s National Committee, 
often misstated gun laws and attacked 
NRA. But who knows? With a few more 
years and the continuing hard work of 
NRA members, maybe she, too, would 
have seen the light.

“Dear Abby”  
Offers Sound 
Advice On Gun 
Issue, For A Change
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The “NRA Regional Report,” a service for NRA  
members, appears in every issue of American Rifleman, 

American Hunter and America’s 1st Freedom.  
The Regional Report is an up-to-date listing of NRA 

conducted and/or sponsored events scheduled in your 
region for the current month. Call to verify event dates 

and locations before traveling.

MEMBER INFORMATION & BENEFITS

MEMBER SERVICE
NRAstore.com

MEMBER PROGRAMS
Hertz Car Rental CDP# 166609

AVIS Car Rental AWD# A832100
NRA Endorsed Insurance Programs

NRA Endorsed Prescription Plan
NRA Endorsed Check Program

NRA VISA Card
NRA Real Estate/Relocation Services

NRA Endorsed Moving Program
North American Van Lines

Allied Van Lines
INSTITUTE FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION

OFFICE OF ADVANCEMENT
THE NRA FOUNDATION

PLANNED GIVING
EDDIE EAGLE GUNSAFE PROGRAM

FRIENDS OF NRA
WOMEN ON TARGET

REFUSE TO BE A VICTIM
INSTRUCTOR/COACH

COMPETITIVE SHOOTING
FIELD OPERATIONS/RANGES
GUN COLLECTOR PROGRAMS

NRA AFFILIATED CLUBS
HUNTER SERVICES

LAW ENFORCEMENT
NATIONAL FIREARMS MUSEUM

EDUCATION & TRAINING
MEDIA RELATIONS
YOUTH PROGRAMS  

PROGRAM MATERIALS CENTER
NRA BANKING CENTER

www.nra.org
MEMBERSHIP ACCOUNT INFORMATION   

(877) 672-2000

NRA HEADQUARTERS   
(703) 267-1000
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Ted Cruz Receives 
Carter Knight 
Freedom Fund Award

Prominent Second Amendment  
advocate Ted Cruz, the former 
Texas solicitor general, is the 2010 

recipient of the NRA Harlon B. Carter-
George S. Knight Freedom Fund Award. 
The award was announced after the  
U.S. Supreme Court’s historic decision 
in McDonald v. Chicago. Cruz’s efforts 
defending gun rights played a key role  
in laying the groundwork for that  
major victory.   

For more than a decade, Cruz has 
been instrumental in many significant 
legal battles to preserve the Second 
Amendment. He is best known for his 
work with NRA on the landmark U.S. 
Supreme Court case, District of Columbia 
v. Heller. During that effort, Cruz 
assembled an impressive coalition of 31 
states behind an amicus brief in which he 
defended the individual Right to Keep 
and Bear Arms, and argued that the 
Second Amendment should be binding 
on state and local governments.  

NRA Civil Rights Defense Fund 
Chairman Bill Dailey said, “Ted Cruz’s 

contributions in the Heller and McDonald 
cases were vital to the Supreme Court’s 
ruling in favor of gun rights. We are 
deeply grateful for his unwavering 
efforts in our fight to protect the  
Second Amendment.”

NRA Institute for Legislative Action 
(NRA-ILA) Executive Director Chris Cox 
added, “The Heller and McDonald  
decisions were victories for all gun owners 
in the United States, and Ted Cruz played 
a crucial role.”  

The Harlon B. Carter-George S. Knight 
Freedom Fund, established in 1989,  
rewards exemplary activities in the 
support and protection of the Right to 
Keep and Bear Arms. 

In response to receiving this 
prestigious award Cruz said, “It is a 
tremendous honor to be recognized by 
an organization that has done so much 
to protect our basic liberties. I am proud 
to fight side by side with the NRA to 
defend our constitutional Right to Keep 
and Bear Arms.”
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She was an international supermodel
who could have had her pick of 

millionaires, movie stars or royalty. But
she fell for him. They all did. I begged
him to reveal his secret. There had to be
a reason that the world’s most beautiful
women lined up outside his gem shop.
Things got clearer once he showed me
the 70-Carat Ruby Teardrop Necklace.
When he told me that he sold his 
ravishing red masterpiece for only $7 per
carat, everything suddenly made sense.

The World’s Most Romantic Man
doesn’t look like a movie star. He
doesn’t dress in designer clothes. I don’t
think he even owns a razor. But on any
given day, my old friend’s showroom
looks like backstage at a Paris runway
show. They love what he can do with the
planet’s most passionate stone.   

When I asked how he could afford to
offer 70 carats of natural ruby at such a
low price, he shrugs. “I confess,” he said.
“I am guilty of romancing too many
women. I cannot help myself. I want to
make them happy.” Selling genuine
rubies at $7 a carat is definitely enough
to make anyone happy... but I knew he
could do even better. And I told him so.

Haggling was brutal, but the talks took 
a turn in my direction when I pointed
out that I was interested in more than
just a few necklaces. I was ready to buy
thousands of carats at a time and wanted
to make the Ruby Teardrop Necklace
available for under $300. “Imagine,” I
said, “Your necklace could become a
Weapon of Mass Seduction.” He smiled.
I smiled. And now it’s your turn.   

How can we sell genuine ruby for
under $4.25 per carat? Volume. Last
year, we believe Stauer was the largest
buyer of carat-weight emeralds in the
world and this year we’re on track to be the

largest buyer of carat-
weight rubies. High-end
jewelers can sell some
rubies for more than $5,000 a carat. We
think that’s ridiculous in today’s economy
and that’s why we use our leverage to get
you the best prices possible on the
world’s most precious gems. By presenting
70 carats for under $300, we’ve really
outdone ourselves.

You can now own this sizzling
strand of smoldering red rubies. Our
designer transformed those stones—70
carats at a time—into our Ruby Teardrop
Necklace, an impressive 18" strand of
faceted ruby roundels. Each shimmering
red gem is linked with hand-twisted, 
14K gold-layered wire and meets at a 
pendulous 10-carat, faceted teardrop ruby.
The matching French hook earrings each 
feature four faceted ruby roundels and 
an 8-carat ruby teardrop. Each ruby is
scientifically color enhanced to bring out
the deepest red hues.

Romance guaranteed. I’m absolutely
convinced you won’t find a more
romantic ruby necklace... anywhere.
However, if after 30 days this necklace
doesn’t completely melt her heart, simply

return it to us for a full refund of the
purchase price. But if past results hold
true, more passion won’t be a problem.        

World’s Most
Romantic Man
Pleads Guilty 

14101 Southcross Drive W.,
Dept. TDN133-01
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337

70 ctw Ruby Teardrop Necklace
Was $495 Now, Your price $295 +s&p

20 ctw Ruby Teardrop Earrings
Was $295 Now, Your price $145 +s&p

90 ctw Ruby Teardrop Set
Was $790 Now, Your price $395 +s&p 
Set includes necklace and earrings.

Call now to take advantage of this limited offer.

1-888-373-0678
Promotional Code TDN133-01
Please mention this code when you call.

www.stauer.com
Smar t  Luxur ies—Surpr i s ing  Pr ices

Gem Dealer Confesses to 
Crimes of Passion, Surrenders
70-Carat Ruby Masterpiece

JEWELRY SPECS:
- Faceted round rubies/10 carat ruby cabochon 
- Threaded with 14K gold-layered wire    
- 18" necklace with 14K gold clasp

Complete the collection
with the luscious Ruby
Teardrop Earrings.

“When Guillermo

calls about a new

ruby necklace… 

I drop everything.”

A+
Rating

TDN133-01_6.75x9.625_Layout 1  8/3/10  9:30 AM  Page 1
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Y.E.S. participants toured the U.S. Capitol, the Pentagon, the Marine Corps Museum and the 
National Firearms Museum before wrapping the week with an awards ceremony and dinner 
at NRA Headquarters in Fairfax, Va.

Ph
ot

o 
by

 H
an

ne
le

 La
ht

i

The National Rifle Association hosted 45 high school students July 12-
18 at its annual Youth Education Summit (Y.E.S.) in Washington, D.C., 
and awarded $10,000 in scholarships. The summit encouraged young 

adults to become active and knowledgeable U.S. citizens by learning about 
the Constitution and the federal government.

Y.E.S. participants competed for a total of $30,000 in college scholarships, in 
addition to enjoying an expenses-paid week in Washington, D.C. 

programs & services
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NRA Says YES To College Scholarships  



Your NRA Election Volunteer Coordinator: 
The Tip Of The Political Spear 

On the front cover of this month’s magazine is the name and contact 
information for your NRA-ILA Election Volunteer Coordinator (EVC)—an 

NRA member who is spearheading our volunteer campaign activities in your 
congressional district between now and when the polls close on Nov. 2.

Your EVC works to provide pro-gun campaigns, for all levels of public office, with 
dedicated volunteers. Any time you can spare between now and Election Day will help 
to turn the tide, so your EVC needs to hear from you today! Note: If no EVC is shown on 
your cover, please call NRA-ILA Grassroots at (800) 392-VOTE (8683)  
to find out how you can help local pro-gun candidates.

The first round of awards, totaling 
$10,000, was presented to nine 
students: Catherine Cox (Southern 
Pines, N.C.), Luke Macfarlan (Siloam 
Springs, Ariz.), Philip Wegmann 
(Woodburn, Ind.), Alyssa Campbell 
(Huber Heights, Ohio), Russell Babb 
(Highland, Utah), Caleb Moore 
(Elizabethtown, Ky.), Elizabeth Gonzalez 
(Chesterton, Ind.), Heather McCormac 
(Citrus Heights, Calif.) and Julia Parker 
(Merrimack, N.H.).

A second round of scholarships, 
totaling $20,000, involves a second 
application, available to the 
participants after they complete 
the program. Since the program’s 
inception in 1996, more than $200,000 

in scholarships has been awarded.
“The Youth Education Summit is a 

shining example of what Friends of NRA 
fundraising does for communities across 
the United States,” Managing Director of 
Field Operations Kyle Weaver said. “We 
are so proud to be associated with these 
future leaders.”

The NRA Foundation provides all 
funding for Y.E.S. through monies raised 
by Friends of NRA events. Friends of NRA 
is a grassroots, fundraising program 
organized by local volunteers. 

For more information on the  
Youth Education Summit, visit  
www.friendsofnra.org/yes, or call 
(800) 672-3888, ext. 1342.
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These uniformly sized ads provide advertisers

with attention demanding units at significant

rate savings. For advertising details

write: Ross Media Group

3902 Sandshell Drive

Fort Worth, TX 76137

or call (817) 232-5556

Valuepacked
for advertisers

and readers alike

SHOOTER’S

EMPORIUM

emporium

Your ammo 
budget just got      
 10x LARGER
Colt22rimfire.Com
Colt m4 .22 lr

RANGER
.45 LC & .410

www.bondarms.com
817-573-4445 • Made in Texas Not available 

in CA or MA.

www.ar.dillonprecision.com
FREE Catalog G48-14690, Call 800-762-3845

www.ar.dillonprecision.com
FREE Catalog G48-14690, Call 800-762-3845

Time to get SERIOUS about reloading?

Dillon’s XL 650
Time to get SERIOUS about reloading?

Dillon’s XL 650
Includes 
Dillon’s
Famous
Lifetime 

“No-B.S.” 
Warranty

Includes 
Dillon’s
Famous
Lifetime 

“No-B.S.” 
Warranty

®

WWW.VIAMEDIC.COM

800.551.0464
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WWW.KITANICA.NET
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A16960c19A_bw.tif

emporium classifieds

Quick Installation 
On and off with the  

pull of a pin 

Easy to use. 
Safe for turf & concrete

BUY NOW!
$1450A great low price!

888-714-9419
www.mysnowsport.com

Complete

1-800-222-7233
www.agenglish.com

708 S. 12th St. • Broken Arrow, OK 74012 • 918-251-3399
A.G. ENGLISH, INC.

Handgun Safes

SAFE HEADQUARTERS

RATES: For Classified Advertising--$17.00 per word with 
a 10-word minimum. Count street address and box 
numbers as two words. All city, state and zip codes 
as three words. Website is one word. Make sure to 
include your telephone number. Send advertising 
copy and remittance to: American Rifleman, NRA 
Classified Advertising, ATTN: Lillian Cliff, Classified Ad-
vertising, 3902 Sandshell Drive, Fort Worth, TX 76137. 
For information about available categories/head-
ings, or for any other questions regarding classified 
advertising, please call: (817) 741-0320. Inquiries and 
credit card orders may be faxed to (817) 741-0323. 
All classified advertising is payable in advance by 
check or money order to National Rifle Association 
(NRA). We accept all major credit cards. Please 
remember to provide the complete credit card 
number, expiration date, signature and billing ad-
dress. All classified advertising and payments must 
be received at the above-noted address by the 15th 
day, three months in advance of the issue.

ACCESSORIES

COBRAY MAC AR15 M16 AK47 UZI FAL Parts Kits 
Accessories Magazines RUGER GLOCK SIG 1911 
Threaded MATCH GRADE BARRELS CLASS III  
GUNSMITH BOOKS DVDs TOOLS  
WWW.FTFINDUSTRIES.COM

AMMO/RELOADING
Cartridge Case Annealing Machine, see video 
www.cartridgeanneal.com; Anneal-Rite call  
(479) 629-5566.
Quinetics-Reloading Supplies for the reloader. 
Made in USA www.quineticscorp.com

APPAREL

COLLECTIBLES

EDUCATION/TRAINING
GUNSMITHING INSTRUCTION AT PCC. Two-year 
hands-on program; excellent facilities; financial 
aid available; VA approved. Piedmont Community 
College, P.O. Box 1197, Roxboro, NC 27573;  
Phone (336) 599-1181; www.piedmontcc.edu
PENNSYLVANIA GUNSMITH SCHOOL, professional 
Gunsmith training since 1949. 812A Ohio River 
Blvd., Pittsburgh, PA 15202. Call Today  
(412) 766-1812; www.pagunsmith.edu

                            
www.Tech-SIGHTS.com  (843) 332-8222 


RUGER®  10/22  AK 47 

MARLIN® 60&795 SKS 

 

FREE GOLD GUIDE

Official Rare Coin & Bullion Dealer of the NRA

Discover the best gold options for you with
our 24 page comprehensive gold guide.

1-877-479-0478
OFFER EXPIRES: 10/15/10

UNIVERSAL COIN & BULLION
VAULT VERIFICATION: UAMRFGG1010
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In 1950, when the

Smith & Wesson Model 36

“Chief’s Special” debuted in

Colorado Springs, it had been seventeen

years since the U.S. Mint had produced

any legal tender gold coins for circulation.

Coincidentally, Colorado Springs is also the

home of the largest coin collectors association

in the United States, the American Numismatic

Association.

Another 36 years would pass before the Gold

American Eagles appeared in 1986, historically

marking the return of non-commemorative,

legal tender gold coin production by the U.S.

Mint. To bridge the “classic” era of U.S. coin

design with the modern era, the U.S. Mint used

the Theodore Roosevelt inspired Augustus

Saint-Gaudens’ Double Eagle obverse design

for the new Gold Eagle obverse.

Due to their historical importance, the Gold

Eagles are a mainstay in award-winning rare

coin expert Mike Fuljenz’s Select 4 elite coin

recommendations. Now, for a limited time
only, Mike and Universal Coin & Bullion
are offering Gold one ounce Eagles to
NRA members at 1% over dealer cost.

For more details about adding Gold Eagles to

your portfolio before prices rise again, contact

Universal today at (800) 877-3273. Acting

today, could save you significant money.

Est. 1994

1-800-877-3273
VAULT VERIFICATION: UAMRFPG1010

Read I Have This Old Gun
NEXT PAGE

GUNS & GOLD
� ANTIQUE ROAD SHOW �

Saint-Gaudens Roosevelt

OFFER EXPIRES 10/15/10

FIREARMS

ArmsBid.com. National Firearms Auctions Spring, 
Summer & Fall Collections wanted! KS Old Town 
Station. Dan Kull 20 years in the live auction  
industry. (785) 862-8800/(800) 466-5516.
Custom Gatling Guns for Sale Own a real classic 
1879 firing Gatling (618) 775-8840 212 W. Kirkwood 
St. Odin, IL 62870 E-mail-jjshightec@yahoo.com 
www.gatlingguntheultimate.com
Luger list 400+ collector quality, $2, Simpson Ltd.,  
140 S. Seminary St., Galesburg, IL 61401; (309) 342-5800;  
www.simpsonltd.com; E-mail: lugers@simpsonltd.com.
Lugers, P-38s, Nambus, Broomhandles, Relics 
catalogue $2.00. HOFFMAN, 4105 Stephanie Dr., 
Branch, MI 49402.

FLAGS
AMERICAN, State, Country, Tea Party, Historical, Mili-
tary, POW/MIA, Flagpoles, www.concordflag.com

FOOD
Gourmet Coffee, Cappuccino & Protein Smooth-
ies. We proudly support military  
and veterans organizations. (800) 561-5148;  
www.boldeaglecoffee.com

GUNSMITHING/REPAIR
Hot Bluing and Parkerizing. Hot Flash Gun  
Refinishing Service - www.hotflashrefinishing.com

INVENTORS
New Idea?  Patent and Profit.  Free Information.  
www.franklinforge.com (800)-501-2252.

OPTICS

REAL ESTATE
FREE! Ozarks’ largest online/inhand real estate 
catalog! Affordable mountain properties of all 
types. www.onlineoml.com (800) 591-4047.

SAFES/SECURITY/ 
SELF DEFENSE
BurglarBomb stops intruders in seconds. Monitor-
ing, police response unnecessary. BurglarBomb.
com
VoiceAlert notifies you of intruders in advance. No 
fees. Wireless.  www.homecontrols.com/voicealert

WANTED
MACHINE GUNS - top dollar paid for single guns or 
collections. (215) 293-0200.
WANTED: Holster Distributor/Reps. Service local 
gun shops. High PT-FT income potential. No selling. 
Minimal inventory investment. Call (888) 459-1130. 
www.passport-holsters.com

WINE/BEERMAKING
WINEMAKERS-BEERMAKERS. Free catalog. KRAUS, 
Box 7850-R, Independence, MO 64054. (800) 841-
7404. www.eckraus.com/offers/r.asp

If you have collector grade fi rearms 
for sale, we are serious buyers!

We Buy Guns!We Buy Guns!We Buy Guns!We Buy Guns!
Collections and Estates

We are strong buyers for nice Winchesters, 
Brownings, Colts, Fine Shotguns, Military 

Weapons, Quality Knives, Legal Ivory, 
and Outdoorsman Collectibles

Marty Mabry
2512 NE Loop 820, Suite A  •  Fort Worth, Texas 76106

817-740-9933
Email: GunBuyers@Gmail.com

Federally Licensed Firearms Dealer

New book from

NRA 
is the authority 

on guns, ammo, shooting, 
ballistics, safety and  

firearms history. 

Order your copy today! 
www.nrastore.com

888-607-6007 

Item No. PB 01548 plus shipping  
and applicable sales tax

Straight From The Source



Gun: Smith & WeSSon model 36 (Chief’S SpeCial)
Caliber: 38 Spl.
Condition: 98 perCent (nra modern – exCellent)
ManufaCtured: 1978
Value: $460

Smith & Wesson Model 36 (Chief’s Special)
Even with the recent advent of 

ultra-compact handguns, the Smith 
& Wesson Model 36 remains an 

extremely popular pocket revolver. For 
years its only competition was the Colt 
Detective Special. Indeed, the slightly 
larger six-shot “Dick Special” was the 
impetus for S&W’s snubby.

In 1948, S&W President C.R. Hellstrom 
realized his company was losing ground 
to the Detective Special. The only thing 
S&W had that even came close was its 
five-shot Terrier, which was built on  
a .32-cal. frame and fired the anemic  
.38 S&W, a cartridge that dated from 1877 
and the days of the top-breaks. Hellstrom 

instructed his engineers to turn the 
Terrier into something that could handle 
the more potent .38 Spl.

The result was a gun that retained its 
compactness, thanks to a stubby 17⁄8" 
barrel and a five-shot cylinder. With 
a sturdier coil mainspring instead of 
the Terrier’s flat mainspring, and with 
a slightly beefier frame and cylinder 
to handle the .38 Spl., it weighed 
less than 20 ozs. This was the first of 
S&W’s “J”-frame series. In a stroke of 
marketing genius, it was decided to let 
some of the potential purchasers name 
the new revolver.

Smith’s newest creation was unveiled 

I HAVE THIS OLD GUN …
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Smith & Wesson Model 36 (Chief’s Special)
Photos by author

in October 1950 at the Int’l Ass’n 
of Chiefs of Police conference in 
Colorado Springs, Colo., where—not 
surprisingly—attendees christened it 
the Chief’s Special. In 1957, when S&W 
switched to numerical designations, it 
became the Model 36. The guns were 
blued, with case-hardened hammers 
and triggers, or nickeled. In 1952, 
at serial number 21,342, a square-
butt option was offered. Numerous 
minor changes were made through 
the years, including the switch from a 
flat to a contoured cylinder-release in 
1966. Adjustable sights and 3" barrels 
are occasionally encountered. Most 

dramatically, in 1965 a variation of the 
Model 36 became the Model 60, the 
world’s first stainless steel revolver. 
Although the Model 36 was discontinued 
in 1999, in 2008 it became part of S&W’s 
Classic Series.

This 98 percent revolver was 
purchased in the 1980s for $85 and 
was carried briefly, then spent the next 
decades in a bedside drawer, where 
its 98 percent condition remained 
intact while its value rose. It is currently 
worth approximately $460 while still 
providing the protection for which it 
was designed.

—Rick HackeR

T e c h n i c a l
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The Model 84L is the smallest, lightest 
.30-06 Spfd. sporter ever made. Weight 
is just 6 pounds, 2 ounces. The Classic 
Select Grade™ (left) is also chambered in 
.25-06 Rem. & .270 Win.

The Model 84L Classic is offered in .270 Win. and 
.30-06 Spfd., its stock carefully shaped from A-grade 
walnut then checkered and finished by hand. A match 
grade barrel is standard. 

A full-length Mauser claw extractor ensures flawless 
feeding and extraction. A 3-position wing safety 
plus both pillar and glass bedding are standard. 
Magazine capacity is 5 rounds.

The Model 84L Classic is offered in .270 Win. and 
.30-06 Spfd., its stock carefully shaped from A-grade 

Blending true light weight and accuracy with America’s favorite calibers, the Kimber® Model 
84L™ is a new category of hunting rifl e. Weighing just 6 pounds, 2 ounces, it delivers custom 
rifl e accuracy and performance at a production rifl e price. The match grade barrel is 24 inches 
long for maximum velocity and the fl attest possible trajectory – not cut to save weight. The 
Model 84L even has the between-the-hands feel of a fi ne shotgun, aiming quickly and then locking 
down solid. Kimber got light right.

©2010 Kimber Mfg., Inc. All rights reserved. Kimber names, logos and other trademarks may not be 

used without permission. Names of  other companies, products and services may be the property of  

their respective owners. Kimber firearms are shipped with an instruction manual and California-approved 

cable lock. Copy of  instruction manual available by request.

Kimber, One Lawton Street, Yonkers, NY 10705 (800) 880-2418

T H E  C H O I C E  O F  A M E R I C A ’ S  B E S T

kimberamerica.com

The new kimber model 84l.
Mass is for antlers.
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