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T
he major feature in this issue, 
by eminent naval author Conrad 
Waters, focuses on the United 
States Navy, examining its ships 

and assessing what the future holds. 
Although the American Navy remains by far 
the largest in the world, it used to be even 
bigger, and at one time the Americans were 
looking to have a fl eet of 600 warships.

While naval planners and admirals always 
want bigger, better and more ships, the 
fi nancing of so many warships brings a 
degree of realism to the table. An example 
of this is the Zumwalt class of guided missile 
destroyers, of which only three will be built 

because of the considerable cost, despite 
initial plans for many more.

But it also makes me wonder, what 
does the USA need such a large navy for? 
The humanitarian work many of the units 
undertake is to be applauded, but does the 
world’s dominant economy need to project its 
power round the globe by having such a large 
navy? Is it symbolic more than anything else?

Nicholas Leach
Editor

sm.ed@kelsey.co.uk
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In the Eastern Anchorage, Gibraltar on 16 October 2016, is the bulk carrier Sam Phoenix. She dates from 
2011, when she was completed in Wenling, China as the Hong Kong-fl agged Shinyo Wisdom. Later the 
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14 October 2016 from Venice and departed on 24 October 2016 for New Orleans. CHRIS BROOKS
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 NEW FERRY
Duke of Lancaster, which has lain 
beached at Llanerch-y-Mor, North 
Wales since 1979, is gradually being 
repainted in a black livery. The work, 
which commenced in early 2017, 
involved painting over the graffi ti 
of 2012 which was commissioned 

from various European artists and 
included a mural of the vessel’s 
fi rst Captain, John Irwin. 

The 4,560gt Duke of Lancaster, 
which carried 1,800 passengers 
and 105 cars, is owned by local 
fashion trader John Rowley. Built 
by Harland & Wolff, Belfast in 
1956, she  was modernised as 

a car ferry in 1970 through the 
addition of a stern door. Her 
career was spent sailing between 
Heysham and Belfast until the 
route closed in 1975. After two 
years on the Holyhead-Dun 
Laoghaire route, she was laid 
up in Barrow due to her steam 
turbine engines proving costly. MD

CAUGHT OUT 
IN STORMS
 CASUALTY
On 14 December 2017 the 788dwt 
cargo ship Fame lost power in 
stormy conditions off Taransay 
in Scotland’s Western Isles. The 
1966-built vessel is a regular 
visitor, bringing salmon feed. 
Lifeboats from Stornoway and 
Leverburgh, and the Stornoway CG 
helicopter, assisted the fi ve crew, 
who managed to deploy the ship’s 
anchors to prevent her from drifting 
in force ten winds and 26ft swells.

The Stornoway RNLI lifeboat 
and crew launched at 1800, and 
were on service for 21 hours, 
standing by with the Leverburgh 
crew awaiting the arrival of the 
MCA’s Emergency Towing Vessel 
Ievoli Black, which steamed from 
Orkney. Ievoli Black took Fame in 
tow to Stornoway Harbour. The 
incident had posed a potential 
pollution threat and highlighted 
the need for the Western Isles 
to have a dedicated coastguard 
emergency towing vessel (ETV). 

 Arrow, seen alongside at Poole, was again sub-chartered to Condor 
Ferries during December 2017 as a relief ship. KEVIN MITCHELL

WATERFRONT

FIRST-TIME CALLER
 TANKERS
An unexpected fi rst-time caller 
at Poole on 2 December 2017 
was the ro-ro freight ferry Arrow 
(1998/7,606gt), which berthed at 
New Quay South, having arrived 
in ballast from Portsmouth.

Owned by Seatruck Ferries, 
the Spanish-built 122m Arrow 
had been sub-chartered to 
Condor Ferries by the Isle of Man 

Steam Packet Co to potentially 
provide continuity of service 
to the Channel Islands over 
the busy Christmas period in 
place of Commodore Goodwill 
(1996/11,116gt), which had been 
experiencing reliability issues. 

A regular Condor relief vessel, 
Arrow was kept on standby at 
Poole until the fi rst week of the 
new year, and on 5 December 
sailed to St Malo via Jersey. KM

DUKE OF LANCASTER GETS MAKEOVER

The one-time British Rail and Sealink car ferry 
Duke of Lancaster, with her new black livery, at 
her berth on the Dee estuary. MATTHEW DAVIES

 CRUDE CARRIERS
With market prices for building 
Very Large Crude Carriers 
(VLCCs) at their lowest level since 
2003, a number of owners are 
stepping forward to buy ships. 

South Korea’s Hyundai 
Merchant Marine (HMM) has 
ordered fi ve 300,000dwt 
VLCCs from compatriot builder 
Daewoo Shipbuilding & Marine 
Engineering for approximately 
$420 million. The ships are 

expected to be delivered in the 
fi rst half of 2019 and will join 
HMM’s current tanker fl eet of 
three VLCCs and two Suezmax. 

At the same time Japan’s NYK 
Line has placed an order for three 
VLCCs of the same basic size 
with compatriot yards Namura 
Shipbuilding and Japan Marine 
United. The latter company will build 
two of the ships, with a third held on 
option, while Namura will build 
one, all at a cost of $340 million 
and to be delivered by 2020. JS

Japan’s NYK Line, which took 
delivery of the 311,087dwt crude 
carrier Takamatsu Maru five years 

ago, has  ordered three 
similar-sized ships in 

Japan for delivery 
by 2020.  NYK

VLCC ORDERS PICK UP
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news
BALMORAL NOT TO SAIL IN 2018

SOLENT CHRISTMAS DRAMAWOOLWICH FERRY STOPPED

 Mekhanik Yartsev listing and at anchor in the Solent. MARK ADAMS

 CANADIAN CG
The Russian-fl agged general 
cargo ship Mekhanik Yartsev 
(1990/2,489gt) got into diffi culties 
on 25 December 2017 after her 
cargo of timber shifted while she 
was en route from Riga, Latvia to 
Warrenpoint in Northern Ireland.
The vessel reported the loss of 
30 packages of timber during 
bad weather 20 miles south of 
Worthing, some of which broke up. 

The shifted cargo caused the 
vessel to develop a 20-degree list 
and urgently seek safe anchorage 
in the Solent, where tugs and 
lifeboats maintained a close 
watch. Despite her predicament, 
the vessel maintained power 
throughout and the crew of 13 
remained on board. At risk of 
sinking, the ship was safely brought 
into Southampton and was moved 
by tugs to the King George V dry 
dock on 28 December 2017. GD

 RIVER CROSSING
Two new vessels for use on the 
Woolwich Free Ferry crossing 
of the Thames are due to arrive 
in October. The current vessels, 
now 54 years old, are struggling 
to provide a reliable service, with 
problems experienced recently. 

In mid-December 2017 the 
service was reduced to one boat, 
provided by John Burns, as James 
Newman was taken out of service 
with an oil leak. The third member 

of the fl eet is normally on standby, 
but Ernest Bevin was also out of 
service with a water leak. Transport 
for London do not want to spend 
too much on the aged vessels, 
with Ben Woollacot and Dame 
Vera Lynn, under construction in 
Poland, soon to arrive.

The service was interrupted by 
occasional complete suspensions 
while divers investigated objects 
in the river close to the berths 
where the linkspans were being 
modifi ed for the new vessels. BM

 MOTOR VESSEL
Vintage excursion vessel Balmoral 
will not be operating in 2018 
after a ruling by the Maritime and 
Coastguard Agency regarding 
replacement of hull plates. The 
long-established practice of using 
doubled plates for hull repairs 
has been ruled out, and the 
MCA will not issue a passenger 
certifi cate until work is done, and 
it is insisting that plates previously 

repaired using this process will 
also have to be replaced.

Substantial and costly 
improvements to crew 
accommodation are also required 
before sailings in 2019 can be 
undertaken, and owners White 
Funnel Limited has relaunched a 
£450,000 appeal, in addition to an 
ongoing £3.75 million bid to the 

Heritage Lottery Fund to secure 
Balmoral’s long-term future.

Balmoral is at her winter berth 
outside M Shed in Bristol and, 
although WFL has now closed 
its Bristol offi ce as an economy 
measure, behind the scenes there 
is a lot of activity, with members 
of the winter maintenance team 
working on board each Tuesday 

and Friday. The Harbourside 
Events team is organising social 
and money-raising events on 
board, and lettings to outside 
organisations are also booked.

The twin-screw 688gt 
Balmoral was delivered from the 
Thornycroft yard in Southampton 
in 1949 and served Red Funnel’s 
service to Cowes until she moved 
to the Bristol Channel in 1968. RP

The ferry John Burns on the Thames at Woolwich. BRIAN MAXTED
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newsWATERFRONT

 MINING SHIP

Africa’s De Beers Marine 
Namibia has signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) with Norway’s Kleven 
shipbuilding group covering the 
construction of a new offshore 
diamond mining vessel that 
would be similar but larger than 
the 113m by 22m Nujoma, which 
was delivered to De Beers by 
Kleven in 2016. The latest vessel, 
designed by Norway’s Marin 

Teknikk AS, will measure 177m 
by 27m, to make it the largest 
ship yet designed by Marin 
Teknikk, and the longest vessel 
to date to be built at the Kleven 
yard in Ulsteinvik, Norway. 

The completed vessel will 
have accommodation for 109 
people and will be equipped 
with a diesel/electric frequency-
controlled propulsion system, 
as well as azimuth thrusters 
integrated with a dynamic 
positioning system. JS

DIAMONDS FOR DE BEERS

 DREDGER
Damen Shiprepair & Conversion 
has been awarded a contract to 
undertake the conversion of a 
dredger to dual-fuel capability 
combining LNG and MGO. This 
will be the fi rst conversion of 
its kind to take place in Europe. 
The contract was awarded by 
Rouen-based GIE Dragages-Ports 
with regard to its 117m, 8,500m³ 
trailing suction hopper dredger 
Samuel de Champlain, and the 

works will take place next year at 
Damen Shiprepair Dunkerque. 
The conversion is part of an EU-
supported initiative to promote 
LNG propulsion in short-sea 
vessels operating along the 
European Atlantic coast. 

The 2002-built Samuel de 
Champlain is currently powered 
by a diesel-electric engine. The 
vessel is the largest in the GIE 
Dragages-Ports fl eet, and she is 
based in the Grand Maritime Port 
of Nantes-Saint-Nazaire.

 NEWBUILD
The United States has a relatively 
large fl eet of maritime training 
ships, several of which were 
recently called into action to 
support hurricane relief efforts in 
the Caribbean and Gulf of Mexico 
(see SM, Jan). However, all are 
hand-me-down units, most from 
other government agencies, and 
are either semi-obsolete because 
of age, or are not confi gured with 
the type of modern propulsion 
and cargo-handling systems 
required for training purposes. 

To remedy this, the US 
Maritime Administration (MARAD) 
is planning to build a new class of 
multi-purpose vessel that could 
serve as training ships for fi ve 
State Maritime Academies and 
also as disaster relief ships. The 
design, drawn up by Herbert 
Engineering Corporation, is 
being referred to as the National 

Security Multi-Mission Vessel 
(NSMV), and would measure 
159.85m (524.5ft) by 27m (88.6ft), 
while sailing on a loaded draught 
of 6.5m (21.4ft). 

Propulsion would be provided 
by a diesel/electric system 
incorporating four diesel 
generators of 15,680kW total 
output driving a single fi xed-pitch 
propeller through twin propulsion 
motors to give a cruising speed 
of 12 knots using 26 tons of fuel 
a day. Bow and stern thrusters 
would be incorporated into the 
hull to aid in manoeuvrability. 

Accommodation, including 
emergency space, would be 
arranged for 760 persons, while 
provision storage and fresh 
water capacity would support 
this number for at least 60 days. 
For training purposes, the vessel 
would have eight classrooms, 
along with navigation and 
computer labs, while a separate 

training bridge, equipped 
similarly to the main bridge, would 
be located a deck below. A ro-ro 
deck 40m (130ft) by 24m (80ft) 
would be situated aft, under a 
helicopter deck, served by a side 
port ramp with a 40-ton capacity. 

In addition, up to 64 containers 
could be carried on the aft 
deck, which would be served 
by a jib-boom type crane with 
a 35-tonne safe working load. 
Although the overall design has 
been brought to a stage that is 
considered suffi cient for shipyards 
to prepare bids on, funding for 
actual construction of the ships 
has yet to be approved by the 
US Congress. JS

 New training ships for US training 
institutions would have a diesel/
electric drive using two motors 
geared to a single shaft to allow 
one unit to be used for training 
purposes. HERBERT ENGINEERING CORP

NEW DESIGN FOR 
US TRAINING SHIPS

De Beers’ new diamond mining ship is expected to be built by Norway’s 
Kleven Shipbuilding and will measure 177m by 27m. DE BEERS DUAL-FUEL CONVERSION

 New US multi-purpose training 
ships would feature a large 
accommodation block forward along 
with a helicopter platform aft over a 
ro-ro deck. HERBERT ENGINEERING CORP)

        



Balmoral is now back at her berth in Bristol after a truly rollercoaster
Summer. Her third season with White Funnel Ltd saw excellent

advanced bookings, beautiful weather, an attentive ship's company
and the support of the many volunteers. Highlights of the season were
charters, filming contracts and sailings to the Clyde, Western Isles, Isle
of Man, Anglesey, the Bristol Channel and River Severn. Whenever and
wherever Balmoral sailed the support was there and bookings were up
almost 40% on 2016.

Then the British weather took a hand causing a string of cancelled
sailings, although these are allowed for in the budget. Sadly other
factors were completely out of the operating company's control. A
weeping rivet required a return to Sharpness dry-dock, collapse of
the Gravesend landing pontoon scuppered the Thames programme,
followed by a summer storm and mechanical issues. The Maritime
Coastguard Agency made a last moment decision to refuse permission
to carry passengers to the Isle of Man, although Balmoral would have
been allowed to go to Belfast, almost twice the distance on open water,
and this cost a huge amount of money with no possibility of making up
the deficit.

Back on home waters with excellent advanced bookings, hopes were
high until, on a full to capacity Bristol Channel sailing, a mishandled
rope was dropped from the quayside, became entangled in a propeller,
worked its way under the rope guard and damaged a shaft seal. That
required divers, another trip to dry-dock and two weeks lost service.
After repairs the ship then performed perfectly, visited North Wales,
Liverpool and Scotland, whereupon she met the worst late Summer
weather for years, preventing the additional sailings planned to recover
lost revenue.

Economic facts can't be avoided. In 2017 Balmoral managed only
half of her 116 scheduled sailings. Despite much increased passenger
numbers when she did operate, there is a very large deficit and serious
doubts about continued operation without additional financial support.

The charity that owns Balmoral needs to raise £450,000 in the near
future, otherwise it may be impossible to book harbours, connections,
the 2018 annual survey and to maintain her in operational condition.

This seems a huge amount. It is, but the response to previous appeals
has been superb and the owning charity is making economies and
the best use of volunteers while the ship will be used as a venue and
educational facility in Bristol Harbour to help with winter costs.

Balmoral is unique and the last of her type, please will you help this
beautiful ship remain operational? Goodwill and affection is so obvious
wherever she goes and keeping her sailing is the best way to preserve
her and continue the coastal cruising experience she offers. Balmoral
is reliable and comfortable, providing enjoyment and education for so
many people. Various grant applications are in progress and there are
firm enquiries about charters for 2018. An outline timetable is available
at www.whitefunnel.co.uk. but if she is to continue operation your help
is needed urgently.

Over 2 million passengers have travelled on Balmoral since her
launch in 1949 and there is a saying on board "Everyone loves
Balmoral". She is a small ship with a big heart that has been part of so
many people's lives for nearly 70 years. Her Trustees are custodians for
future generations and will do all they possibly can to keep Balmoral
sailing, but can't do it without your help, and there is only a short time
to raise the money. Please give what you can so that Balmoral can
continue doing what she does best - keep sailing.

Send your donations via cheque to: The Treasurer, MV Balmoral Fund
Ltd, 23 Adder Hill, Great Broughton, Chester CH3 5RA or go to the
funds website at www.mvbalmoral.org.uk where you can download the
donation form or just click on the MyDonate button where you may
donate via Debit or Credit Card

Thank you.

Ross Floyd, Paul Doubler, Richard Mills,
Dave Bassett, Doug Naysmith, John Thomas &
Andrew Jardine.

Trustees of the M.V. Balmoral Fund Ltd.

REGISTERED CHARITY [1155339]
[ENGLAND AND WALES]

The small ship with the big heart -
‘Balmoral Needs Your Support’

ADVERTORIAL
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STENA BOSS SPEAKS OUT
 NORTH CHANNEL
Paul Grant, Stena Line’s trading 
director for the Irish Sea North, 
has hit out at the lack of funding 
to upgrade road access to the 
Scottish side terminal in Cairnryan, 
starting point for the two-vessel 
service to Belfast, in which Stena 
invested £250 million to create a 
purpose-built terminal and bring 
in 30,285gt sisters Stena Superfast 
VII and VIII from November 2011.

‘It seems incredible that Loch 
Ryan is still unable to attract the 
support and investment other UK 
ports have been able to secure. 
Freight and travel customers need 
to be able to get to their markets 
safely and without disruptions. The 
peripheral and isolated nature of 
Cairnryan needs to be addressed 
urgently,’ said Mr Grant.

Stena moved from Stranraer to 
Cairnryan, creating their terminal 
on the northern shore of Loch 

Ryan barely a mile from P&O’s 
longer-established base for the 
two-ship service to Larne, which 
is maintained by Japan-built 
twins European Highlander and 
European Causeway.

FERRY Russell Plummer

 FERRIES IN THE NEWS . . . FERRIES IN THE NEWS . . . FERRIES IN THE NEWS . . . FERRIES IN THE NEWS . . . FERRIES IN T                                 

GALAXY • The 10,533gt/1979-built 
vessel, which sailed for Polferries as 
Silesia until 2005, continues to be in 
demand for Mediterranean charters 
and is currently on the Trapani, Sicily 
to the island of Pantellaria route for 
Traghetti delle Isole with three trips 
a week, which are increased to daily 
sailings throughout the summer. 

WESTPAC EXPRESS • The Austal 
Express catamaran, completed 
in Western Australia in 2001 and 
long-term chartered to the United 
States Navy Sealift, completed a final 
deployment at the end of November 
2017 and has been handed over to 
the Irish Continental Group, which 
paid €13.25 million to buy the 
900-passenger craft in April 2016. 
ICL say the 37-knot Westpac Express, 
powered by four Caterpillar engines, 
is to undergo extensive refurbishment 
but are giving no clues as to possible 
future use on charter.

ROALD AMUNDSEN • The 530-berth 
hybrid vessel, and sister Fridtjof 
Nansen will enable Hurtigruten 
to expand services when she is 
delivered from Kleven Verft in 2019. 
Roald Amundsen will sail Hamburg-
Bergen-Kirkenes with her sister on 
trips from Amsterdam to Bjørnøya 
and Svalbard, Spitsbergen.

FINNTIDE • A 30m lengthening of 
the Finnlines’ ro-ro vessel has been 
successfully completed by Gdansk-
based Remontowa Group. The now 
4,213-lane-metre vessel’s place at the 
Polish yard was quickly taken by sister 
Finnwave, with two further sisters 
following before the programme is 
completed in May. The Jinling-built 
Finntide joined the four-times-weekly 
Uusikaupunki-Travemünde route 
which, since 2013, has been serving 
the Valmet Automotive factory in 
Uusikaupunki, on the Baltic coast 
between Rauma and Turku.

 NEWS IN BRIEF
MERSEY PLAN • Liverpool 
Council’s Planning Committee is 
considering an application for a 
new £50 million cruise terminal 
on the banks of the Mersey, close 
to the city’s historic Pier Head. 
This will see the Isle of Man Steam 
Packet Co moving to a new base 
further downriver at the Princes 
Half Tide Dock, where Manx 
Parliament Tynwald is spending 
£3.5 million to secure a 236-
year site lease from Peel Ports. 
Liverpool Mayor Joe Anderson 
said: ’We want to provide the 
next generation of super liners 
and their passengers with a world 
class welcome. A new cruise 
facility will also be a huge boost 
to plans to regenerate the North 
Liverpool docklands.’

OPENING POSTPONED • The 
opening of the Brodick Ferry 
Terminal, due to take place on 
27 November 2017 (as reported 
in SM, Feb), was postponed. The 
new passenger access system 
had not received its final CE 
marking for operation. A defect 
relating to the automated door 
closure on the passenger access 
system needed to be addressed. 
The extensive redevelopment at 
Brodick Ferry Terminal represents 
a major investment of £30 million. 

TERMINAL PLAN • The ferry 
terminal at Dun Laoghaire, out of 
use since Stena Line closed their 
high speed link with Holyhead 
in 2014, is to be turned into a 
business hub for technology, 
marine and design themes. 

PRIDE OF KENT GROUNDING

 CALAIS PORT
P&O Ferries’ vessel Pride of 
Kent (1992/30,653gt) was blown 
aground in the Port of Calais 
while she was departing for Dover 
shortly after 1200 on Sunday 10 
December 2017, in high winds 
caused by Storm Ana, and later 
both the French port and Dover 
were closed to all traffic. 

With gusts in the English 
Channel of up to 90mph, Pride of 
Kent, with 313 on board including 
208 passengers, struck a berth 
walkway while getting under 
way and was then swept on to 
a sandbank close to the port’s 
multi-purpose ro-ro berth along 
the eastern breakwater. 

Built as the 200-driver freighter 
European Highway in 1992, 

Pride of Kent was renamed when 
converted to a ro-pax by Lloyd 
Werft in Bremerhaven in 2002-03. 
Reportedly, there were 74 trucks, 
36 passenger vehicles and 
one coach on board and, after 
disembarkation, passengers and 
vehicles continued to Dover on 
another P&O vessel. Pride of Kent 
suffered no underwater damage 
or water ingress.

 Pride of Kent at her Calais berth in 
calmer conditions in 2012.

Tugs attempt to move Pride of Kent off a 
Calais sandbank on 10 December 2017. 

 Stena Superfast VII at the 
Cairnryan Terminal.
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UK-FRANCE TRAFFIC DOWN FIVE PER CENT

TRIPS WITH 
‘DANNY’
 MERSEY AREA 
Varied sailings have been 
announced for the superbly 
restored steam tug/tender 
Daniel Adamson on the Mersey 
in Liverpool or along Cheshire’s 
river Weaver during a 2018 
season from March to October, 
with trips lasting from 90 minutes, 
half a day or up to a full day. 

The 1903-built vessel’s Art 
Deco saloons have been restored 
to their 1936 state and can 
be enjoyed by passengers, in 
addition to open deck areas. 
Daniel Adamson offers ‘Weaver 
Shuttle’ cruises on 14 April, 17 
and 23 May, 4 and 9 June, and 7, 
24 and 29 September. There is a 
coach connection from Liverpool’s 
Albert Dock to join the vessel in 
the Seaforth Dock for 1100 sailings 
on the Mersey and into the 
Manchester Ship Canal.

A special event on 13 July is 
the Laird’s Explorer, a trip from 
Ellesmere Port to Cammell Laird’s 
wet basin, close to the site where 
Daniel Adamson was built. For 
details of the 2018 programme 
go to thedanny.digitickets.co.uk.

 Daniel Adamson in the river 
Weaver, where she returns in 2018.
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CORSICA BOOST • Moby Lines 
deploy fi ve vessels, including Moby 
Zaza (1982/22,161gt, pictured), 
originally Olau Britannia, to serve 
Corsica in summer 2018, when Moby 
Vincent (1974), Moby Corse (1978) and 
Moby Zaza are to be joined by Moby 
Kiss (1975) and Moby Niki (1974). 

BAY FERRIES • The future of high-
speed services between Yarmouth, 
Nova Scotia and Portland, Maine is 
under threat again, with the American 
city unwilling to invest millions of 
dollars in upgrades demanded by the 
Federal Government to keep customs 
inspection facilities at Portland’s 
Ocean Gateway terminal. Bay 
Ferries took over the service in 2016 
after the withdrawal of a previous 
operator, bringing in the 106m Austal 
Auto Express catamaran Alakai 
(2007/81,127gt), branded as ‘The Cat’, 
on charter from the US Government.

MANANNAN • The Isle of Man 
Steam Packet 1988-built fast craft 
covered 55,000 miles while operating 
a total of 758 sailings during 2017. 
Only two trips had to be cancelled 
due to mechanical problems and, 
with four more lost due to adverse 
weather, overall reliability of 99.21 
per-cent was achieved. 

RED JET 7 • Red Funnel’s second 
catamaran for the Southampton-
West Cowes high speed service is 
to be launched ahead of schedule 
at the Wight Shipyard in East Cowes 
in May, with crew training in June, 
leading up to a naming ceremony 
in Cowes and a service debut 
during July. Joining sister Red Jet 6, 
introduced last year, and Australia-
built Red Jet 4 (2003), the latest 
vessel will be powered by four MTU 
diesels with a speed of 30 knots. Red 
Jet 7’s debut will enable the service 
to handle 825 passengers per hour.

 BRITTANY FERRIES
Although numbers on routes from 
England to Spain and between 
France and Ireland continue 
to grow, and increased by fi ve 
per cent to 394,000 passengers 
in the year to October 2017, 
Brittany Ferries’ English Channel 
connections with Northern 
France were down fi ve per cent 
at 1,958,000 passengers, leaving 
the company with a three per cent 
overall drop in passengers, while 

freight grew four per cent. With 
results refl ecting more diffi cult 
trading conditions since the 
UK’s Brexit vote, chief executive 
Christophe Matthieu said: 

‘Passenger traffi c from the UK to 
France has fallen signifi cantly and 
the downturn is on both sides of 
the Channel, with a decline in the 
numbers of French visitors to the 
UK. In addition to these challenges, 
our fi nancial results have also 
been affected by the dramatic fall 
in the value of the pound.’

Brittany Ferries also confi rm 
that the introduction in 2021 of an 
LNG-powered ro-pax vessel, to be 
built in China as the third of a four 
in a Stena Line E-Flexer order, will 
be under a fi ve-year charter, with a 
purchase option on completion. 

Before then Brittany Ferries will 
introduce Honfl eur, now building 
at the FSG yard in Flensburg 
Germany, to join Mont St Michel 
on the Channel route from 
Portsmouth to Caen-Ouistreham, 
with a 2019 debut scheduled. 

Cross-Channel 
ferry Seven Sisters 
berthed at Dieppe.

DFDS RETAIN DIEPPE CONTRACT

 ENGLISH CHANNEL
France’s Syndicat Mixte 
de Promotion de l’Activité 
Transmanche (SMPAT) has 
renewed DFDS’s contract to 
operate the Dieppe-Newhaven 
passenger and vehicle service 
for the next fi ve years. SMPAT 
invited fresh tenders last 
February and confi rmed late 
in 2017 that DFDS would start 

a new fi ve-year contract from 
January 2018, with three sailings 
in each direction, daily through 
the peak season from 1 May to 
30 September. 

The route will be covered 
by SMPAT-owned sisters Côte 
d’Albâtre and Seven Sisters, 
delivered from Vigo by Spanish 
builders Barreras SA in 2006. 
The 18,453gt pair can carry up 
to 600 passengers, with 1,270 

lane metres of vehicle space and 
make the crossing in four hours.

Transmanche’s Channel 
routes market share dipped in 
2017, fi gures from the Port of 
Dieppe revealing that in the 
fi rst seven months of the year all 
sectors lost business. Passenger 
numbers dropped from 217,917 
in 2016 to 201,444, and tourist 
vehicle totals of 77,263 were 
down from 82,074.
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 Empress of the Seas has had her Cuba season extended. RICK FRENDT

CRUISE William Mayes

 BRIEF NEWS

CARNIVAL • Following her 
charter as an accommodation 
ship for hurricane relief workers, 
carnival Fascination will get a 
major refi t and upgrade at the 
grand Bahamas Shipyard. She will 
resume her regular cruise schedule 
from San Juan, Puerto rico on 
18 February. the next ship in the 
carnival Vista class will be named 
carnival Panorama when delivered 
by Fincantieri in late 2019.

HOLLAND AMERICA • the 
next ship in the Pinnacle class, 
Nieuw Statendam, was launched 
at Fincantieri’s Marghera yard 
on 6 December. She will enter 
service in the autumn of 2018. at 
an unannounced US Public health 
inspection in December, eurodam 
achieved her 13th consecutive 
perfect score of 100.

PRINCESS • the next unit in the 
royal Princess class will be named 
Sky Princess when delivered in 
october 2019. She will have a short 
Mediterranean season before 
repositioning to Fort Lauderdale.

FTI CRUISES • Following her refi t 
at rijeka, Berlin (1980/ 9,570gt) 
sailed from Venice on a 30-night 
voyage to havana, where she will 
be based for a winter season of 
cruises to Mexico, Montego Bay 
and the cayman islands. She will 
also call at the cuban ports of 
cienfuegos and Maria la gorda.

AURORA EXPEDITIONS • 
the vessel destined for aurora 
expeditions, one of the X-BoW 
being built for Sunstone Ships, 
will be named greg Mortimer, 
after one of the co-founders of the 
company. the new ship is due in 
service in late 2019.

NCL • US radio presenter elvis 
Duran has been named as the 
godfather of Norwegian Bliss, 
which will initially be homeported in 
Seattle when delivered in May 2018.

AIDA • the second engine 
room module for aidanova was 
completed at the Neptune yard in 
rostock in December and towed 
to Papenburg to be incorporated 
into the structure of the ship.

NEW DEPLOYMENTS
 ROYAL CARIBBEAN
Having obtained an extension to its 
Cuba programme, Royal Caribbean 
International has rescheduled some 
cruises and moved ships around 
within its Caribbean itineraries. 
Empress of the Seas will remain 
in Miami after May 2018 and not 
return to Tampa as originally 
planned. She will continue her 
programme of short cruises, 
many of which call at Havana, 
sometimes with a night in port. 

Her place at Tampa will be 
taken by Majesty of the Seas, 
whose Port Canaveral sailings will 
be performed by Enchantment 

of the Seas from June 2018. 
Enchantment’s Galveston 
programme has been cancelled, 
although Vision of the Seas will 
relocate from New Orleans to 
Galveston in March 2019. 

The fourth of the Quantum 
of the Seas class, Spectrum of 
the Seas, had her keel laid at the 
Neptune Yard in Rostock on 9 
November 2017. Technically, the 
new ship is a development of the 
earlier ships and is designated 
Quantum Ultra. A number of ships 
are started in this yard and then 
the completed blocks are towed 
to Papenburg to be incorporated 
into the structure of the ship.

Viking Star is now the 
first of ten identical 
ships. WiLLiaM MaYeS

WILL VIKING STOP AT TEN?

 VIKING CRUISES
When the fi rst pair of ocean 
cruise ships for the river cruise 
ship operator Viking were 
ordered in the summer of 2012, 
company chairman Torstein 
Hagen hinted at a future fl eet 
of ten such ships. By the time 
Viking Star, the fi rst ship, came 
into service in 2015, options had 
already been exercised for a 
second pair of identical vessels. 

Now contracts have been placed 
with Fincantieri for ship numbers 
seven and eight and options 
confi rmed for a further pair. 

Deliveries of the latest quartet 
are scheduled for 2021, 2022 
(two ships) and 2023. Viking 
Ocean Cruises currently has four 
ships in service, following the 
recent delivery of Viking Sun. 
Two previously ordered vessels 
are due in the summer of 2018 
and the spring of 2019. 

Apart from Viking Star, built 
at Marghera, all of the remaining 
944-passenger ships have 
either been or will be built at 
Ancona. To have grown from 
nothing to a ten-ship operation 
in under ten years is pretty 
impressive, particularly in the 
upmarket sector where the 
company operates. However, it 
does have the advantage of a 
massive database of river cruise 
customers from which to draw.

NEW 
COMPANY

 Delphin has a new lease of life in 
South America. DaViD treVor-JoNeS

 ALTEZA
After a false start, Alteza Cruises 
seems to be up and running with 
Delphin (1975/16,214gt) from 
7 February. Cruises of various 
lengths will begin in Buenos Aires 
and some will visit Uruguay and 
Brazil, while other itineraries will 
be purely domestic. 

Delphin was built by Wärtsilä 
at Turku, Finland as one of a 
series of fi ve ships for the Soviet 
Union. She entered service as 
Belorussiya for the Black Sea 
Shipping Co, and, as built, had a 
full drive-through vehicle deck; 
all fi ve ships of the class appear 
to have operated as ferries in the 
Black Sea initially.
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Magellan will be in Mexico in 
2019. WiLLiaM MaYeS
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INAUGURAL CANCELLEDMAGELLAN TO MEXICO

LATEST DELIVERY AND 
TWO MORE TO 
COME

 MSC CRUISES
The latest addition to MSC 
Cruises’ fl eet, MSC Seaside, 
was handed over by Fincantieri 
Monfalcone on 29 November 
2017, just a year after she was fi rst 
fl oated. She is the largest ship 
ever to be built by Fincantieri, 
with a gross tonnage of 153,516. 
Her passenger capacity is 5,179 
and she carries a crew of 1,413. 

The ship sailed on her maiden 
voyage on 1 December 2017, a 
21-night cruise from Trieste to 
Miami, where she was named on 
21 December by Sophia Loren, 
godmother to all of MSC’s cruise 
ships since MSC Lirica in 2003. 
MSC Seaside then took up her 
schedule with two alternate 
seven-night Caribbean itineraries 
using a newly renovated terminal 
in Miami. Sistership MSC Seaview 

was fl oated out in August and will 
be delivered in June 2018.

At the time of the handover, 
MSC Cruises announced that it 
had ordered a further two similar, 
but larger, ships of the same type. 
These so-called Seaside Evo ships 
will carry up to 5,646 passengers 
and be of around 169,000gt. One 
of these ships replaces the third 
Seaside class ship, which had 
been planned but not confi rmed.

 SILVERSEA

Following Silver Cloud’s 
conversion from a regular, but 
upmarket, cruise ship into a 
soft adventure vessel, her fi rst 
cruise was cancelled following 
a mechanical failure that forced 
the ship to call at Puerto Madryn 
for repairs. Silver Cloud was on 
a 16-night voyage from Buenos 
Aires when the problem arose. 
The subsequent cruise sailed 

to Antarctica from Ushuaia as 
scheduled on 1 December. 

Probably the most signifi cant 
change to the ship during 
her $40 million refi t was 
turning the former gym into 
a new observation lounge, as 
was done on her sister, the 
1995-built Silver Wind, several 
years ago. The 16,800gt Silver 
Cloud entered service in 1994 as 
Silversea’s fi rst ship and carries 
296 passengers.

 CMV
Not satisfi ed with its European 
and Australian markets, CMV is 
about to venture into Mexico, 
with a short season of seven-night 
cruises from Acapulco under the 
brand name Cruceros Maritimos 
Vacacionales in the spring of 2019. 

The 1,250-passenger Magellan 
(1985/ 46,052gt) will sail on a 
total of eight cruises, calling only 
at Mexican ports, meaning that 
her target market of Mexican 
passengers will not need visas or 

passports. The itinerary, starting 
on 3 February 2019, will include 
Cabo San Lucas, Mazatlan, Puerto 
Vallarta and Manzanillo, with 
Mazatlan and Puerto Vallarta as 
subsidiary embarkation ports. 

Although the ship’s passenger 
capacity in Europe is normally 
limited to 1,250, it is expected 
that the upper berths will be used 
too, giving a potential payload 
of up to 1,800 passengers. Even 
before the fi rst season has got 
under way, there are plans for a 
longer season in 2020.

The latest addition 
to the MSC Cruises 

fleet. MSc crUiSeS

 Silver Cloud’s first cruise has been cancelled. SiLVerSea crUiSeS

SOMETHING 
DIFFERENT
 PONANT
Ponant cruises has placed an 
order with Vard for a luxury ice-
breaking cruise ship, described by 
the company as the fi rst electric-
hybrid-cruise icebreaker with 
LNG propulsion. This appears to 
be in addition to the four vessels 
already on order with Vard. 

Due for delivery in 2021, the 
ship will be built to conform to 
Polar Class 2 requirements, and 
carry 270 passengers and 187 
crew members. She will carry two 
helicopters and 16 Zodiacs for use 
on Arctic and Antarctic itineraries. 
Polar Ice Classes range from PC1 
to PC7, where 1 is the highest. 
The 140m vessel is expected to 
be of about 30,000gt.
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BASE PORTS RESHUFFLE
 ROYAL NAVY
The new Defence Secretary has 
announced a shake-up of base ports 
for the Royal Navy’s frigate fl eet. 
The changes, to take place by 2023, 
will result in all eight anti-submarine 
warfare (ASW) optimised vessels 
being homeported at Devonport 
and the fi ve general-purpose (GP) 
ships at Portsmouth. 

Thus, Argyll, Monmouth 
and Montrose will switch to 
Portsmouth, with Westminster, 
Kent, St Albans and Richmond 
going the other way, beginning 

with the latter in 2018. The moves 
signal the probability that the 
future fl eet of fi ve Type 26 ASW 
frigates will also be based at 
Devonport and the eight Type 31 
GP frigates at Portsmouth.

Two Type 23 frigates are now set 
to patrol the Asia Pacifi c region in 
2018. The PM announced late last 
year that HMS Argyll was to deploy 
to Japan to strengthen ties. She 
is be joined by HMS Sutherland 
for the fl ag-fl ying mission that will 
also include exchanges with the 
navies of Australia, New Zealand, 
Singapore and Malaysia.

The Zumwalt class destroyers 
are to adopt a primary surface 

strike role. US NaVY

The Royal Australian Navy 
will take delivery of the first 

of 12 Lürssen OPV80s in 
2021. LÜrSSeN

AUSSIE NAVAL RENEWAL
 RAN 
The Federal Government has 
selected a German shipbuilder 
as prime contractor to deliver the 
Royal Australian Navy’s new class 
of Offshore Patrol Vessels. The 
A$4 billion project will see the 
current fl eet of 13 Armidale class 
patrol boats replaced by 12 larger 
and more capable ships based 
on Lürssen’s OPV80 design, 
tailored to RAN requirements 
for constabulary missions. 

Displacing 1,700 tonnes and 
with a draught of 4m, each 
vessel will be equipped with a 

40mm gun, three 8.4m sea boats 
and a fl ight deck for added 
surveillance capabilities using 
helicopters and unmanned aerial 
systems. They will operate with a 
crew of 40, with accommodation 
for an extra 20 personnel.

Subject to fi nal contract 
negotiations, all are to be 
constructed in Australia, with 
the fi rst two to be built by ASC 
in Adelaide and the remainder 
by Austal and Civmec in 
Henderson, Western Australia. 
The Lürssen OPV80 is also used 
by the Royal Brunei Navy, which 
operates four of the vessels.

NAVAL
BIG BUCKS, 
SMALLER 
BANG

 US NAVY
Michael Monsoor (DDG 1001), 
the second of the US Navy’s 
Zumwalt class destroyers, sailed 
from Bath Iron Works on 4 
December 2017 for initial sea 
trials. However, the ship was 
forced to return the following 

day with a technical issue that 
prevented full power trials. The 
handover remains on schedule 
for March 2018.

The massive cost of the 
futuristic warships, which has 
seen initial plans for a class of 
32 ships whittled down to just 
three, has now resulted in a 

re-evaluation of the roles they 
will fulfi l. Once touted as a 
specialist land attack platform 
with purpose-built 155mm guns 
designed to fi re Long Range 
Land Attack Projectiles (LRLAP) 
out to ranges of 60 nautical 
miles, the ships will now focus on 
surface strike. 

The change is largely down to the 
eye-watering cost of US$800,000 
for each LRLAP GPS-guided shell. 
The US Navy is investigating 
the feasibility of modifying the 
guns to fi re the Excalibur guided 
artillery round used by the US 
Army. These have only half the 
range but are a tenth of the cost.

Gary Davies

The Sea Ceptor-equipped 
HMS Argyll is one of two 
Type 23 frigates deploying 
to the Asia Pacific region. 
MaritiMe PhotograPhic
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HMS ME 
 ROYAL NAVY
The Queen attended the formal 
commissioning of HMS Queen 
Elizabeth at Portsmouth on 7 
December 2017. With the British 
Prime Minister conspicuously 
absent, other VIP guests included 
the US Ambassador and USN 
Chief of Naval Operations.

The aircraft carrier, which 
at 65,000 tonnes is the largest 
warship in Europe, will conduct 
aircraft trials throughout 2018. 
These will start with helicopters 
in the New Year before the ship 
heads to the US east coast in the 
autumn to embark some of the 14 
British F-35B Lightning II fighters 
thus far delivered. 

Since the axing of the UK’s 
Carrier Strike Capability in 2010, 
British pilots and naval personnel 
have maintained their skills by 
working with their American 
allies. This partnership is 
expected to develop further once 
HMS Queen Elizabeth deploys on 
frontline operations from 2021.

CANADIAN COMBATANT

BREAKDOWN 
EXPOSES 
OVERSTRETCH

 ROYAL NAVY
For the first time since the Armilla 
Patrol was established in the 
1980s to maintain a continued 
maritime presence in the Gulf and 
Indian Ocean regions, the Royal 
Navy does not have a frigate or 
destroyer on station. This follows 
the withdrawal of HMS Diamond, 
which has had to return home for 

specialist repairs barely a third 
of the way into a planned nine-
month deployment, with no ready 
substitute available.

The six-year old Type 45 
destroyer suffered a propeller 
problem that could not be rectified 
overseas, although it is not directly 
related to the electrical issues 
that have plagued other ships of 
the class. A competitive tender 

for the Type 45 Destroyer Power 
Improvement Project, designed 
to address power blackouts, is 
ongoing, and permanent fixes are 
unlikely to start until 2019.

Meanwhile, only Dragon and 
Duncan are currently operational. 
Defender is nearing the end of 
a lengthy refit, while Daring and 
Dauntless remain in long-term lay-
up due to crew shortages.

The Type 26 is in contention for 
both Canada’s and Australia’s 
new frigate requirement.

 CANADIAN NAVY
The Canadian government 
and prime contractor Irving 
Shipbuilding have begun 
evaluation of proposals for the 
Royal Canadian Navy’s next 
generation of warships. The 
Canadian Surface Combatant 
(CSC) requirement for up to 15 
escorts to supersede Iroquois 
class destroyers and Halifax 
class frigates is worth up to 
C$60 billion. The winning bid is 
expected to be announced later 

this year, with construction due to 
start in the early 2020s.

The contest mirrors that of 
the Royal Australian Navy, with 
consortium bids from BAE 
Systems/Lockheed Martin (Type 
26) and Navantia/Saab Australia/
CEA Technologies (F-105) in the 
running, along with another from 
Alion/Damen with a design based 
on the Dutch De Zeven Provinciën 
class frigate. An unsolicited joint 
submission from the Fincantieri/
Naval Group with their FREMM 
frigate has already been rejected. 
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 BRIEF NEWS

BRAZILIAN NAVY • Amid 
speculation that Brazil is set 
to acquire the soon-to-be-
decommissioned HMS Ocean, 
the UK MoD has confirmed that 
negotiations for a potential sale 
are taking place. Defence sources 
report that Brazil is willing to 
offer £84.6 million to cover the 
cost of purchase, pre-transfer 
maintenance and crew training. 
The 20-year-old helicopter carrier 
could be back in service under a 
new flag as soon as June 2018. 

RCN • The first of five Arctic and 
Offshore Patrol Ship (AOPS) is 
now structurally complete after 
the final 1,056 tonnes bow mega-
block of the future HMCS Harry 
DeWolf was moved into place 
at Irving Shipbuilding’s Halifax 
Shipyard. The lead AOPS is 
expected to be ready for launch in 
summer 2018. The ships are being 
constructed in modular form, with 
65 smaller units becoming 21 
larger blocks, then three mega-
blocks, before final assembly.

RNZN • HMNZS Endeavour was 
decommissioned at Devonport 
Naval Base on Auckland’s North 
Shore on 15 December 2017. The 
replenishment tanker arrived at 
her homeport for the final time 
on 1 December to a salute from a 
shoreside gun battery and flying 
a paying-off pennant marking 
her 29 years of service. Her 
replacement, HMNZS Aotearoa, 
will begin construction at Hyundai 
Heavy Industries in South Korea 
in September 2018 for delivery in 
January 2020.

POLISH NAVY • The Polish Navy 
has marked its 99th anniversary 
with the commissioning of the 
first of a new class of home-
produced coastal mine hunters. 
ORP Kormoran was designed and 
built by Remontowa in Gdansk 
and is the first indigenous warship 
to be completed since 1994. The 
Project 258 vessel is one of three 
that will be equipped with the 
proven Saab Double Eagle mine 
countermeasures underwater 
vehicle for Baltic Sea operations.

HMS Diamond’s return 
to Portsmouth on 1 

December saw all six 
Type 45s alongside 

their baseport 
over Christmas. 

MaritiMe PhotograPhic
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FROM TANKER TO HEAVYLIFTER

 SHIP CONVERSION
The 105,302dwt crude oil tanker 
Aegean Pride (58,243gt), built 
by Samsung Heavy Industries in 
Geoje, South Korea in 1999, has 
been purchased from Arcadia 
Ship management by Zhenhua 
Port Machinery and is currently 
undergoing conversion at the 

Nantong COSCO Shipyard. She 
is being rebuilt as a heavylift 
vessel and, on completion, will be 
renamed Zhen Hua 34.

The vessels of the Zhenhua 
Port Machinery Co are well 
known worldwide for delivering 
container cranes and gantries. 
The company’s vessels delivered 
container cranes and gantries 

to the new Liverpool2 terminal 
last year, as well as to other 
ports, including Felixstowe 
and Southampton. Most of the 
company’s fl eet of heavylift ships 
are converted tankers or bulk 
carriers. Having disposed of some 
older ships in recent months 
ZPMC are reducing the age of the 
fl eet with new conversions. RC

TANKER TO BUNKER

CARGO

 BUNKERING SHIP

Rotterdam shipowner 
Anthony Veder is to modify its 
7,500m3 capacity LNG carrier 
Coral Methane into an LNG 
bunkering vessel for Shell. The 
modifi cation will be the fi rst of 
its kind and will see specifi c LNG 
bunkering equipment installed 
on the ship to allow her to bunker 
vessels with LNG in several 

northern European locations, 
including the Norwegian fjords.
• In other conversion 
news, Antwerp, Belgium-
headquartered Euronav has sold 
its 305,688dwt tanker Flandre 
to an undisclosed operator of 
fl oating offshore platforms for 
$45 million, with the 2004-built 
ship to be converted into a 
fl oating production storage and 
offl oading (FPSO) unit. JS

Built in 2009, and equipped with electric azimuth pod propulsion, the LNG 
carrier Coral Methane is to be converted into an LNG bunkering vessel for 
Shell. aNthoNY VeDer

The 1999-built crude oil tanker Aegean Pride has been purchased by Hua Port Machinery Co and is being 
converted into a container heavylift vessel and will be renamed Zhen Hua 34 on completion. SiMoN SMith

 BRIEF NEWS

MAERSK ACQUIRES HAMBURG 
SÜD • Denmark’s Maersk line 
has completed its acquisition of 
germany’s hamburg Süd from 
oetker group in a transaction 
valued at approximately $4 billion. 
together, the two companies will 
have a total container capacity of 
4.15 million teUs and nearly 20 
per cent of the global container 
fl eet capacity share. hamburg 
Süd will continue to operate 
as a separate brand, although 
several of its vessels, including the 
10,600teU capacity boxboats cap 
San Juan, cap San Lazaro and 
cap San Vincent, are expected to 
be refl agged to either Danish or 
Singapore registration.

VALE SELLS ORE CARRIERS • 
Brazilian mining company Vale 
has sold the last of its once-large 
fl eet of 400,000dwt Valemax 
ore carriers to china, with the 
19 ships, the largest of their type 
in the world, now owned by 
china’s Bocom Leasing, china 
ore Shipping, icBc Financial 
Leasing and china Merchant 
energy Shipping.

MITSUI OSK LINES TO BUILD 
LNG COAL CARRIER • Lloyd’s 
register has given its approval 
in Principle (aiP) to a design for 
an LNg-fuelled coal carrier to 
be built for Japan’s Mitsui oSK 
Lines (MoL) by compatriot builder 
Namura Shipbuilding company. 
Developed jointly by MoL, 
Namura and the tohoku electric 
Power company, the ship will have 
her LNg storage tank at the stern 
under an enclosed tank cover to 
prevent any onboard fi re from 
spreading to the tank as well as for 
streamlining inspection work.

COAL CARRIER • china’s 
guangzhou Shipyard international 
has completed a 70.5m by 
13.9m powered barge for coal 
transporting on the Pearl river 
that makes use of a mix of super 
capacitors and lithium batteries 
to provide 2.4MW of electrical 
power driving twin 160kW electric 
propellers. the combination 
gives her the ability to transport 
up to 2,200 tonnes of cargo at a 
speed of eight knots for up to 50 
miles on a single battery charge of 
two hours’ duration. JS

LNG CONVERTS
 TRAILER SHIPS
Seattle-based TOTE Maritime 
Alaska, which operates the 
2002-03-built trailer ships North 
Star and Midnight Sun between 
Puget Sound and Alaska, has 
contracted MAN PrimeServ to 
convert the US-fl ag vessels to 
operate on LNG. The two ships are 
each powered by four MAN 58/64 
engines that will be retrofi tted to 
dual-fuel units using a dual-fuel 
kit developed by MAN. JS

TOTE’s two trailer ships, North 
Star and Midnight Sun, are to be 

converted to LNG. TOTE
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NEW SHUTTLE DESIGN AN ARTICULATED FIRST

 SHUTTLE TANKER
China’s Dalian Shipbuilding 
Industry Company has joined with 
Finland’s Wärtsilä Corporation 
to jointly develop a preliminary 
production level design for a 
127,000dwt shuttle tanker. 

The demand for shuttle tankers 
is forecast to increase and, by 

having a ready and approved 
design available, the building 
period can be signifi cantly 
reduced. Wärtsilä will provide 
technical design support for the 
project, which will include an 
optimised propulsion system, 
while the vessel would be classed 
by DNV-GL and built by Dalian 
Shipbuilding. JS

 HOPPER DREDGER
In what may be a fi rst for the 
dredging industry, the Eastern 
Shipbuilding yard in Florida has 
delivered the hopper dredger 
Ellis Island and pushtug Douglas 
B. Mackie to Illinois-based 
Great Lakes Dredge & Dock 
Corporation, which will operate 
the two vessels in an articulated 

tug/barge (ATB) confi guration. 
The 433ft by 92ft hopper 

dredger has a capacity of 
14,920yds3 while the ATB tug is 
powered by twin Mak 12M32C-T3 
engines rated at a combined 
15,662hp. The ATB will fi rst be put 
to work on the Mississippi Coastal 
Improvement Programme, a long-
term coastal restoration project 
on the Gulf of Mexico. JS

America’s Great Lakes Dredge & Dock 
has taken delivery of an articulated tug 

barge (ATB) hopper dredger. gLD&D

A new 127,000dwt shuttle tanker 
design is being developed by China’s 

Dalian Shipbuilding in partnership 
with Finland’s Wärtsilä. WÄrtSiLÄ

EASYMAX 
SHIPS DEBUT
 MULTIPURPOSE
Royal Wagenborg has placed 
its fi rst EasyMax multipurpose 
vessel, the 14,300dwt Egbert 
Wagenborg, in service following 
the 149.95m by 15.90m ship’s 
completion at Delfzijl by Royal 
Niestern Sander. Using a bridge 
forward and straight stem design, 
the relatively narrow ship features 
two long box-shaped cargo holds 
providing a total of 625,000ft3. 
Propulsion is provided by a six-
cylinder MaK M32C diesel rated 
at 2,999kW driving a controllable 
pitch propeller to give a service 
speed of 11.5 knots. JS

 The 14,300dwt Egbert Wagenborg 
is the first of a series of EasyMax 
multipurpose ships for Royal 
Wagenborg. roYaL NieSterN SaNDer

 DREDGER
On 28 November 2017 the 
hopper dredger Seal Sands 
returned to the river Humber, 
where she was built at the 
now defunct Richard Dunston 
Shipbuilders at Hessle in 1973, 
and faces an uncertain future. 

She spent most of her service 
career as a dredger on the 

River Tees, where she was a 
daily sight for many years. After 
this, she was sold for deepsea 
diving work, but was recently 
owned by Sealsand Holding Ltd, 
c/o Pilin Ship Management of 
Alexandria, Egypt, and managed 
by Flagship Marine Management 
of Hull. She has been berthed at 
Brightlingsea, Essex under the 
fl ag of the Republic of Pilau. 

However, she left Essex in 
November and on 28 November 
2017 arrived at Grimsby to be 
berthed alongside the Offshore 
Supply Ship Vos Northwind. This 
498dwt offshore supply vessel 
is reported as scrapped, and 
is awaiting a berth at the New 
Holland Shipbreaking Yard. So, as 
the dredger is 44 years old, this 
may be her ultimate fate too. RC

UNCERTAIN FUTURE FOR OLD-TIMER
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THE US NAVY 
Conrad Waters assesses the vessels and plans of the world’s pre-eminent fleet.

By August 2003 the fl eet had 
fallen below 300 combatants, 
and today the total is around 
280 warships and submarines.  

This period also saw a 
major change in the fl eet’s 
composition. Vessels largely 
dedicated to Cold War 
operations, such as anti-

The end of the 
Cold War saw a 
signifi cant decline 
in the size of the 
US Navy. The 

target of a 600-Ship Fleet set 
during the Reagan presidency 
was abandoned and warship 
numbers began to decline. 

submarine frigates, mine 
countermeasures ships and 
strategic missile submarines, 
saw disproportionate 
reductions. By way of 
contrast, aircraft carriers and 
amphibious vessels, more 
relevant in the volatile global 
environment that followed the 

Soviet Union’s collapse, were 
spared the most severe cuts.

Recently, the environment 
has changed again. Faced with 
growing Chinese infl uence 
and a more assertive Russia, 

Carrier-led strike groups form the 
core of the US Navy’s power. This 
picture from November 2017 shows 
three Nimitz class vessels, Theodore 
Roosevelt (CVN-71), Ronald Reagan 
(CVN-76) and Nimitz (CVN-68), 
undertaking a rare three carrier 
strike force exercise in the Western 
Pacific. US NAVY
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NAVAL PROFILE

   TODAY
the US Navy is looking to 
increase its size. A Force 
Structure Assessment released 
at the end of 2016 aims for 
an enlarged fl eet of 355 ships, 
a target that accords closely 
with the Trump presidency’s 
own rhetoric. Meanwhile, 
while smaller than in the past,  
the current fl eet still retains 
a balance of numbers and 
technological capability that 

leave it the envy of every other 
country. Its major components 
are described below. 

AIRCRAFT CARRIERS
The aircraft carrier became the 
US Navy’s most important 
type of warship during World 
War II, and this remains the 
case today. Following the 
delivery of Gerald R. Ford 
(CVN-78) in May 2017, there 
are 11 aircraft carriers in the 
fl eet, all nuclear-powered. 
This is the minimum number 
of operational aircraft carriers 
required by US law. They 
form the core of the carrier 
strike groups (CSGs) used 
to project American power 
around the globe,

The 100,000-ton Ford is 
a new design derived from 
the previous Nimitz (CVN-
68) class. Ford incorporates 
a number of enhancements, 
including a redesigned island, 
a rearranged fl ight deck, new 
electro-magnetic catapults and 
an advanced arresting gear 
system, which allow her to 
operate her air group more 
effi ciently and with fewer 
crew. Two further ships of the 
class are under construction, 
and at least one additional 
carrier is planned.

The remainder of the carrier 
fl eet is composed of the ten 
Nimitz class vessels, the fi rst of 
which entered service as long 
ago as 1975. Each is designed 
to remain in service for 50 

 The older Ticonderoga class cruisers, such as Philippine Sea (CG-58) pictured 
here, supplement the more numerous Arleigh Burke class destroyers in the US 
Navy’s surface fleet. CONRAD WATERS

 The new US Navy stealth destroyer Zumwalt (DDG-1000) arriving at her new 
homeport of San Diego in December 2016. US NAVY

 Billings (LCS-15) is launched sideways into the Menominee River in July 
2017. She is the eighth of the LCS-1 type littoral combat ship. COPYRIGHT 

LOCKHEED MARTIN

 The Arleigh Burke class destroyers are the dominant US Navy surface 
combatant type and remain in production. This is Donald Cook (DDG-75) at 
Portsmouth in August 2017. CONRAD WATERS
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class currently in service. They 
are general-purpose ships with 
particularly strong anti-air 
warfare capabilities. 

Like the Nimitz class, 
the Burkes have a long 
pedigree, with the lead ship 
commissioning on 4 July 
1991. However, the design 
has been periodically upgraded 
through a series of sub-classes 
of Flights. Flight III is the 
latest variant. The first two 
of these upgraded ships, 
which will be equipped with 
a new SPY-6 radar array, were 
ordered in 2017.

The 22 remaining 
Ticonderoga (CG-47) class 
cruisers form the other 

years, receiving a refuelling 
and complex refuelling 
overhaul at the mid-life stage. 
Like Ford, they currently 
deploy with an air group 
comprising over 70 fast jets, 
airborne early warning aircraft 
and helicopters.

MAJOR COMBATANTS
The US Navy operates nearly 
90 major surface warships of 
destroyer size and above. All 
but one are equipped with 
the Aegis combat system 
and associated SPY-1 multi-
function radar. The Arleigh 
Burke (DDG-51) destroyers 
make up the core of this fleet, 
with no fewer than 65 of the 

important type of major 
surface combatant. They are 
essentially a combination 
of the Aegis system with a 
Spruance (DD-963) class hull. 
The oldest are now somewhat 
long in the tooth, but they 
have better command and 
control facilities than the 
smaller destroyers. As a result, 
one is usually assigned to act 
as the command ship of the air 
warfare commander of each 
carrier strike group. 

The guided-missile destroyer 
Zumwalt (DDG-1000) is the 
only major American surface 
warship not equipped with 
Aegis. A radical stealth design 
incorporating integrated-electric 
propulsion, she was conceived 
as a ‘land attack’ destroyer 
armed with powerful new 
155mm guns. She proved far 
more costly to complete than 
envisaged, and her intended 
mission is now considered too 
specialist given the changed 
political environment. Although 
two further ships of the type 
will join the fleet, plans for 
an extended class have been 
cancelled in favour of the 
more flexible Burkes.

MINOR COMBATANTS
The US Navy’s minor surface 
combatants – ships of frigate 
size and below – are mainly 

from the controversial 
littoral combat ship (LCS) 
programme. The LCS was 
conceived as a high-speed, 
corvette-sized warship suitable 
for rapid reconfiguration to 
conduct any one of a range 
of duties in offshore waters 
through use of interchangeable 
mission modules. The 
programme has received much 
criticism for its expense and 
the perceived vulnerability 
of the ships it has delivered. 
However, nearly 30 ships have 
been authorised to date, and 
the type will have a significant 
impact on US Navy operations 
over the next decades.

Although originating from 
one programme, littoral 
combat ships are being 
delivered to two distinct 
designs as a result of a decision 
to accept proposals from 
two competing industrial 
consortia. The Freedom 
(LCS-1) type, developed by 
Lockheed Martin, is a steel, 
semi-planing monohull with 
an aluminium superstructure. 
The alternative Independence 
(LCS-2) design, originally put 
forward by General Dynamics, 
is an all-aluminium trimaran. 

Both are capable of speeds 
in excess of 45-knots and can 
be equipped with a range of 
anti-submarine, anti-surface 

The US Navy’s amphibious assault ships resemble mini-aircraft carriers and 
their ability to deploy F-35B and Harrier STOVL jets gives them a significant 
strike capability. This is America, first of the new LHA-6 class, conducting 
developmental and operating trials of the F-35B in November 2016. 
COPYRIGHT LOCKHEED MARTIN

 The San Antonio class amphibious transport docks are the most numerous 
type in the US Navy’s amphibious fleet. This is the tenth of the class, John P. 
Murtha (LPD-26), on trials in March 2016. HUNTINGTON INGALLS INDUSTRIES
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The LCS-2 variant 
of the littoral 

combat ship uses 
an innovative all-

aluminium trimaran 
hull. Coronado 

(LCS-4), the second 
ship of the class, is 

seen here in May 
2017. US NAVY

The US Navy’s submarine flotilla 
can be readily divided between 

its strategic missile submarines 
and the much larger force of attack 
submarines. Both types are nuclear-
powered, but each has significantly 
different roles.

The strategic submarine force 
provides the underwater element 
of the United States’ triad of air, 
land and submarine-based nuclear 
missiles. It is currently comprised of 
just one class of 14 Ohio (SSBN-
726) strategic submarines, a design 
that joined the fleet from the early 
1980s onwards. Like the Royal 
Navy’s Vanguard class, the Ohios 
are armed with Trident nuclear 
missiles. The four oldest Ohio class 
boats were rebuilt as SSGN cruise-
missile submarines after the end of 
the Cold War. They now operate 
alongside the attack submarines 
armed with conventional weapons.

There are three classes of 
nuclear-powered attack submarines. 

Virginia (SSN-774), the lead boat of 
the newest class, entered service 
in 2004 and has been joined by 14 
sisters to date. In similar fashion 
to the Burke class destroyers, 
the design is being periodically 
upgraded through the introduction 
of a series of sub-classes or 
‘Blocks’. Construction is currently 
transitioning to Block IV standard. 

Boats of this class are 
progressively replacing the 
remaining Cold War-era submarines 
of the Los Angeles (SSN-688) class, 
which first entered service in 1976. 
These are now reaching the end 
of their design lives, with almost 
half of the original 62-boat class 
now retired. The balance of the 
submarine force consists of three 
Seawolf (SSN-21) submarines, 
which were designed towards the 
end of the Cold War. These large, 
sophisticated boats were regarded 
as being too expensive after the 
Soviet Union’s dissolution. 

 The Trident ballistic missile-armed submarine Louisiana (SSBN-743) 
transiting Puget Sound in May 2017. She is one of 14 remaining Ohio 
class strategic missile submarines; another four have been converted to 
fire conventional cruise missiles. US NAVY

THE SUBMARINE FLEET

 Virginia (SSN-774), lead submarine of her class, transiting the Solent in 
2013. The picture gives a good impression of her length. CONRAD WATERS
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or mine-countermeasures 
equipment. Current plans 
envisage separate divisions of 
ships being assigned to one of 
these specifi c roles to facilitate 
crew training, with the LCS-1 
type being based on the 
Atlantic Coast and the LCS-2 
class on the Pacifi c seaboard.

The LCS is steadily 
replacing the US 
Navy’s remaining mine 
countermeasures vessels, 
while the last of its once 
numerous Oliver Hazard 
Perry (FFG-7) class frigates 
was retired in 2015. However, 
the reservations raised with 
respect to the LCS concept 

has resulted in a decision 
to halt construction of the 
type within the next couple 
of years in favour of a new 
frigate design. This could be 
an upgraded version of one 
of the existing LCS types. 
Alternatively, an existing US 
Coast Guard or foreign design 
could be modifi ed for the role.

AMPHIBIOUS SHIPS 
Amphibious Ready Groups 
(ARGs), comprising 
specialised amphibious 
warship, embarked marines 
and supporting aviation 
squadrons, remain a 
fundamental part of the US 

Navy’s operating concept. 
They allow the forward 
deployment of US Marine-
based expeditionary forces in 
similar fashion to the way the 
CSGs project naval airpower.

The ARGs usually include 
three different types of 
amphibious warships. The 
largest are the amphibious 
assault ships operating 
under the LHA and LHD 
designations. These are large, 
through-deck vessels that 
can embark large numbers of 
STOVL aircraft, helicopters, 
marine infantry and 
supporting equipment. 

The older steam-powered 

Wasp (LHD-1) class is now 
being supplanted by the new 
America (LHA-6) design. 
These use a gas-turbine 
propulsion arrangement 
trialled in Makin Island 
(LHD-8), a transitional ship 
between the two classes. Most 
of the amphibious ships also 
have well decks equipped 
with up to three LCAC 
(landing craft air cushioned) 
hovercraft. However, on some 
of the Americas this has been 
omitted in favour of enhanced 
aviation facilities.

The smaller LPD 
amphibious transport docks 
have around half the troop-

The fleet replenishment oiler 
Rappahannock (T-AO-204) 
refuelling the amphibious dock 
landing ship Ashland (LSD-48) in 
June 2017. US NAVY

 The forward hull sections of the Virginia class nuclear-powered attack 
submarines Washington (SSN-787) and Colorado (SSN-788) under construction 
in HHI’s new Supplemental Modular Outfitting Facility. Ramping up US 
submarine construction will put pressure on infrastructure. HHI

 The dry cargo and ammunition ship William McLean  (T-AKE-12) conducting 
replenishment trials with the new aircraft carrier Gerald R. Ford (CVN-78) 
in August 2017. The US Navy’s fleet of replenishment vessels is an essential 
support for its global deployment. US NAVY
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THE US NAVY MAJOR COMBAT UNITS AT THE END OF 2017
TYPE CLASS NUMBER TONNAGE DIMENSIONS PROPULSION CREW

AIRCRAFT CARRIERS

Aircraft Carrier Ford (CVN-78) 1 100,000 tons+ 333m x 41/78m x 12n Nuclear, 30+ knots 4,600

Aircraft Carrier Nimitz (CVN-68) 10 101,000 tons 333m x 41/78m x 12m Nuclear, 30+ knots 5,200

MAJOR SURFACE COMBATANTS

Cruiser Ticonderoga (CG-47) 22 9,900 tons 173m x 17m x 7m COGAG, 30+ knots 365

Destroyer Zumwalt (DDG-1000) 1 15,800 tons 186m x 25m x 8m IEP, 30+ knots 175

Destroyer Arleigh Burke (DDG-51) 
– Flight IIA

37 9,400 tons 155m x 20m x 7m COGAG, 30 knots 
(N1)

320

Destroyer Arleigh Burke (DDG-51) 
– Flights I/II

28 8,900 tons 154m x 20m x 7m COGAG, 30+ knots 305

MINOR SURFACE COMBATANTS

Littoral Combat Sh Freedom (LCS-1) 5 3,500 tons 115m x 17m x 4m CODAG, 45+ knots 50 (N2)

Littoral Combat Sh Independence (LCS-2) 6 3,000 tons 127m x 32m x 5m CODAG, 45+ knots 50 (N2)

SUBMARINES

Strategic Sub Ohio (SSBN-726) 14 18,800 tons 171m x 13m x 12m Nuclear, 20+ knots 155

Guided Missile Sub Ohio (SSGN-726) 4 18, 800 tons 171m x 13m x 12m Nuclear, 20+ knots 160

Attack Submarine Virginia (SSN-774) 15 8,000 tons 115m x 10m x 9m Nuclear, 25+ knots 135

Attack Submarine Seawolf (SSN-21) 3 (N3) 9,000 tons 108m x 12m x 11m Nuclear, 25+ knots 140

Attack Submarine Los Angeles (SSN-688) 33 7,000 tons 110m x 10m x 9m Nuclear, 25+ knots 145

MAJOR AMPHIBIOUS UNITS

Amphibious 
Assault Ship

America (LHA-6) 1 45,000 tons 257m x 32/42m x 9m COGAG, 20+ knots 1,050

Amphibious 
Assault Ship

Wasp (LHD-1) 8 (N4) 41,000 tons 253m x 32/42m x 9m Steam, 20+ knots 1,100

Landing Platform 
Dock

San Antonio (LPD-17) 11 25,000 tons 209m x 32m x 7m Diesel, 22+ knots 360

Landing Ship Dock Whidbey Island (LSD-41) 12 (N5) 16,000 tons 186m x 26m x 6m Diesel, 20 knots 420

NOTES • N1: Some being fi tted with additional hybrid electric drive; N2: Plus mission-related crew; N3: The third boat, Jimmy 
Carter (SSN-23), is longer and heavier; N4: The transitional Makin Island (LHD-8) has many differences; N5:  Includes four Harpers 
Ferry (LSD-49) variants.

carrying capacity of the 
amphibious assault ships and 
a much-reduced helicopter 
operating capability. They can 
carry up to two LCACs. All 
ships in service are now of the 
San Antonio (LPD-17) class. 
A simplifi ed version of the 
design may also be used to 
replace the third amphibious 
type, which comprises the 
LSD dock landing ships of 
the similar Whidbey Island 
(LSD-41) and Harpers Ferry 
(LSD-49) classes. These ships 
are focused on supporting 
landing craft operations and, 
particularly in LSD-49 form, 
emphasise cargo over troop-
carrying capacity. 

AUXILIARIES
The warfi ghting forces 
described above are supported 
by a fl eet of combat logistics 
ships and other auxiliary 
vessels. These frequently 
receive scant attention in 
assessments of fl eet strength. 
However, the replenishment 
ships, particularly, form an 
indispensable element in the 
US Navy’s ability to conduct 
sustained global operations; a 
fact fi rst recognised as a result 
of the operations against Japan 
during the Pacifi c War. 

There are three types of 
replenishment ship. Of these, 
the fast combat support ships 
of the Supply (T-AOE-6) class 
are the most sophisticated 
and capable. They are able 
to supply carrier groups with 
a comprehensive range of 
fuels and stores, while having 
suffi cient speed to keep station 
with the group. However, 
they are also expensive ships to 
build and operate. As a result, 
only two remain in service.

The replenishment fl eet 
is therefore focused on the 
Henry J. Kaiser (T-AO-187) 
class of fl eet replenishment 
oilers and the Lewis and 
Clark (T-AKE-1) class of 
dry cargo and ammunition 
ships. They are, respectively, 
focused on the provision of 
either liquid or dry stores. 
However, both have a limited 
ability to provide a full range 
of commodities. Their main 
limitation is their slower 

speed compared with the 
combat support ships. This 
was acceptable in an age when 
operations against a ‘near 
peer’ opponent was unlikely, 
but seems riskier in the 
current environment. 

THE FUTURE
Looking to the future, 
realisation of the US Navy’s 
aspirations to regrow the 
fl eet will inevitably prove 
challenging given ongoing 
fi nancial restraints and the 
huge costs associated with 
both acquiring and then 
operating new warships. There 
are also industrial diffi culties. 

There are signifi cant 
downward pressures on the 
total number of nuclear 
attack submarines due to the 
withdrawal of the remaining 
Los Angeles class boats, but 
also a need to build a new 
class of strategic submarines 
to replace the elderly Ohios. 
Building the new Columbia 
(SSBN-826) class strategic 
submarines and ramping 
up production of Virginia 

class attack boats will test 
the country’s shipbuilding 
infrastructure to its limits.

In spite of this, the US 
Navy is likely to retain huge 
advantages over its potential 
adversaries. While many 
criticise continued reliance 
on apparently dated designs, 
this ignores the ongoing 
investment in equipment and 
software that provides the 
fl eet with its real technological 
edge. Examples include 
the upgraded computer 
programmes and missiles that 
enable the Aegis-equipped 
combatants to destroy 
incoming ballistic missiles, 
as well as the cooperative 
engagement capability that 
networks ships together and 
allows threats to be overcome 
through a team approach. 
Moreover, there is – as yet 
– no credible challenge to 
the fl eet of American aircraft 
carriers, which is larger than all 
those operated by the rest of 
the world’s navies combined.

In short, in spite of the 
emergence of the Chinese 

 Ongoing investment in weapons 
and systems is ensuring the US 
Navy’s technological leadership. The 
destroyer John Paul Jones (DDG-53) 
is pictured carrying out a successful 
test of the new SM-6 missile. US 

MISSILE DEFENCE AGENCY

fl eet as a force to be reckoned 
with and Russian attempts to 
rebuild its naval strength, the 
US Navy is likely to remain the 
world’s pre-eminent fl eet for 
years to come. 

       



 The Sandown class 
minehunter HMS Blyth, 
launched in July 2000, 
moored on the Thames 
during the visit of HMS 
Edinburgh. She is 
now deployed to the 
Persian Gulf.

26 • March 2018 • www.shipsmonthly.com

On 7 May 2013 the Royal 
Navy’s last operational Type 
42 destroyer, HMS Edinburgh, 
sailed up the Thames into 
central London to moor 
alongside the preserved 
cruiser HMS Belfast in the Pool 
of London. HMS Edinburgh 
was one of three Royal Navy 
vessels in London for the 70th 
anniversary celebrations of 
the Battle of the Atlantic, the 
others being HMS Illustrious 
and the minehunter HMS Blyth. 
Patrick Boniface was aboard 
HMS Edinburgh and saw a wide 
variety of river craft as she 
made her passage up the river.

MOSAIC

 HMS Edinburgh is guided to her berth alongside the cruiser HMS Belfast.

 The tugs Svitzer Laceby (1990/364 tons) and Svitzer Bootle (2003/366 tons) 
in front of Tower Bridge.

       



 City Cruises’ Millennium Time was 
built in 1999 as one of four M2 Riverliner 
class. The four cost £6 million to build.

 The small cruise ship Deutschland 
(22,400gt) at anchor in the Thames. 
Launched in January 1998, she has 
been operated as World Odyssey, 
transporting Semester at Sea students, 
and also chartered to the German 
cruise company Phoenix Reisen.
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HMS Edinburgh passing Gravesend on her way up the Thames. 
Built by Cammell Laird, she was launched on 14 April 1983, being 
decommissioned on 6 June 2013 and later scrapped.

The sand dredger City of Westminster (1990/3,914gt), owned by 
Tarmac Marine, with the pleasure cruiser London Eagle.
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SHIPBUILDERS 
INTO 

SHIPOWNERS
Roy Fenton looks at the circumstances which led 

shipbuilders to become shipowners.

OPTIMISM IN DEVON
World War I left a serious 
shortage of ships, not only 
because of war losses but 
also because of disruption to 
sailings brought about by the 
confl ict, and insistence by the 
British Admiralty that priority 
be given to naval construction. 
Coasting ships in particular 
were neglected, and their value 
quickly infl ated. A number 
of small shipyards saw this as 
a profi table opportunity, and 
while existing ones geared 
up their output, some yards 
were actually built to meet 
the demand. Devon provides 
examples of both. 

The Cock family opened a yard 
in Appledore in 1853, but their 
work initially involved repairs to 
wooden vessels, and not until 
1904, when other facilities in 

A number 
of British 
shipbuilders have 
dabbled in ship-
owning, but few 

did so willingly. Some have laid 
down ships on a rising market 
and decided to operate them 
themselves, only to fi nd that 
freight rates then fell, leaving 
them to trade uneconomic and 
all but unsaleable ships. 

A few have built ships just 
to keep their yards working 
in hard times. Others have 
been left with ships on their 
hands when owners defaulted 
on payment. More positively, 
some builders had a novel 
design of hull or machinery 
which they wanted to prove to 
reluctant buyers. Others have 
won orders only by helping 
fi nance the ships themselves. 

Appledore had been taken over, 
did modest construction in steel 
begin. In 1917 Robert Cock 
decided to lay down a series of 
150ft steam coasters, the fi rst of 
which, Orchis, was delivered in 
February 1918. Cock decided 
to operate this ship, and her 
three successors, himself. This 
was a big mistake: he had little 
experience of ship management, 
and freight rates quickly fell as 
coasters fl ooded the market, 
making it impossible to recoup 
building costs. 

However, Robert Cock 
and Sons Ltd ‘went down 
fi ghting’, in the words of his 
successor, and struggled on 
until 1932, when the company 
was liquidated and the quartet 
of coasters sold. There was 
nothing wrong with the ships, 
and, after sale, two crossed 

the Atlantic to Brazil. One, 
Guarahu, formerly Orleigh, 
survived until 1963, still with 
her original steam engine. 

There was a fi fth hull begun 
by Cock, but it was never 
launched before his yard was 
sold. The story is told that 
the captain-owner of a passing 
Dutch motor coaster noticed 
its hull, almost complete, on 
the slipway and bought it. It 
was fi nished suffi ciently to be 
towed to the Netherlands, 
where a German diesel was 
installed and it entered service 
as 1936 as Ida Westers. 

Not far from Appledore, 
at Bideford, a shipyard for 
steel coasters was built on the 
site of an old yard. This was 
the brainchild of a successful 
Cardiff ship owner, Sven 
Hansen, who fl oated the 

 Orchis was the first of four steam coasters built and operated by Robert 
Cock and Sons Ltd of Appledore. After Cocks’ bankruptcy, Orchis worked for 
Cardigan owners until she foundered in 1935. AUTHOR’S COLLECTION

 The fifth hull built at Appledore by Cocks was completed as a Dutch motor 
coaster. Throughout a long life as Ida Westers and later Bordaco, her steam 
coaster origin was betrayed by her counter stern. WILLIAM SCHELL
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Eastlea was built in 1924 by the yard 
of Sir John Priestman for his own 
shipping company, Cliffside Shipping 
Co Ltd. Her funnel colours are those of 
the managers, John Morrison & Son of 
Newcastle. WORLD SHIP SOCIETY LTD

Hansen Shipbuilding and 
Ship Repairing Co Ltd in 
February 1919. The first hull 
was not be laid down until 
late in November, and not 
until October 1920 was it 
completed by his inexperienced 
workforce as Hubbastone, the 
name Hansen gave to the 
born-again yard. 

With freight rates and ship 
prices in freefall, buyers could 
not be found, so Hansen’s own 
company operated Hubbastone 
and her four sisters, alongside its 
fleet of deepsea tramps. Five of 
the yard’s output did find other 
owners, notably Spillers the 
millers of Cardiff with four, and 
Richard Hughes of Liverpool 
with a fifth, who also took one 
delivered to Hansen. In spite 
of this, the expensively financed 
yard was declared bankrupt, and 
later that year the fleet of coastal 
steamers was sold by creditors. 

Again, the yard built well, 
if imprudently, and only in 
1961 did its last surviving 
hull, Foamville, formerly 
Runnelstone, succumb to 
the breakers after coming off 
second best in a collision in 
the Manchester Ship Canal. 
The Hubbastone Yard passed 
to P. K. Harris, who became 
a successful builder mainly of 

including Barbara Marie of 
1923, named after his daughter. 

Priestman recognised that 
he had neither the time nor 
experience to operate the ships 
himself, and all were managed 
by John Morrison and Son, 
a relatively small Newcastle 
business. The ships divided 
their time between tramping 
and charter to United Africa 
Co (predecessors of Palm 
Line), which ran them between 
West Africa and Europe.

Alas, self-financing 13 ships 
did not save Priestman’s yard; 
the improvement in orders 
he expected did not happen, 

and work ceased in 1930, 
although the yard’s last ship 
was not sold until 1937. 
Nevertheless, when Priestman 
died in 1941 he was still a 
rich man, and left substantial 
donations to charity and 
institutions in Sunderland. 
The yard itself remained 
empty until World War II, 
when it was incorporated into 
the neighbouring premises of 
William Pickersgill & Sons.

DEFAULTING OWNERS
Priestman’s fleets also 
included three ships which 
had been laid down for 

tugs and trawlers, and today 
it remains partly active under 
the ownership of Babcock, 
building sections of Britain’s 
two new aircraft carriers.

HARD TIMES
Historically, the business 
model of many British 
shipyards was not to invest 
heavily in equipment, but 
to employ a large workforce 
when times were good and lay 
them off when orders dried 
up. A notable exception was 
Sir John Priestman, who had 
a successful yard at Southwick 
on the River Wear. His policy 
of providing well-built ships at 
the most economical price saw 
his yard deliver almost 300 
hulls between 1882 and 1937. 

When orders dried up 
after World War I, Priestman 
continued laying down ships, 
largely financed by himself or 
by companies in which he had 
a major shareholding. This was 
possible because Priestman had 
made a fortune through shrewd 
investment, and sank much of 
this into shipowning companies, 
such as Cliffside Shipping Co 
Ltd. This eventually had ten 
ships, including Eastlea of 1924, 
while others ships were owned 
in Priestman’s own name, 

 A smoky view of Runnelstone of 1923, the fifth hull built at Bideford by 
Hansen Ship Building and Repairing Co Ltd. As Foamville, she was broken up in 
1961 after a collision. SHIPS IN FOCUS
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and after the building boom 
begun by the Boer War it felt 
the pinch of recession. 

The response was to set up 
the Cliffe Steamship Co Ltd, 
which was financed almost 
entirely by the family and run 
by George T. Readhead. The 
three-island tramp Rockcliffe 
was delivered by the yard in 
September 1904 and began 
to trade with Tyne coal to the 
Mediterranean and grain from 
the Black Sea back to northern 
Europe. Despite the name 
of her registered owner, she 
sported a large red letter R for 
Readhead on the broad white 
band of her funnel.

The Cliffe fleet’s expansion 
was slow. Not until 1909 did 
another ship arrive, Highcliffe, 
with Headcliffe joining 
her after another six years. 
Surprisingly, a secondhand 
ship was then added, Ulidia, 

Norwegians, who, however, 
defaulted on payment. Stornes 
was completed in March 
1921 to the order of H. J. 
Hansen of Christiania, but 
was immediately laid up. 
In August 1921 she was 
registered in Priestman’s 
name, her own name being 
slightly anglicised to Stornes

The next ship, completed 
in May 1921 as Lifjeld, was 
registered in Priestman’s name 
as Nestlea two months later.  
A third Norwegian order 
was actually delivered to her 
owners in 1925 as Boreas, 
thanks to a mortgage from 
Priestman, but failure to keep 
up payments meant it took its 
place in the Cliffside Shipping 
fleet in 1925 as Gaunless. 

HARD TIMES IN SHIELDS
John Readhead was a 
particularly successful builder 
of cargo ships, and enjoyed a 
remarkably long relationship 
with several ship owners, 
including Edward Hain (87 
ships built), Frank Strick (44 
built) and Walter Runciman 
(32 built). Nevertheless, 
the South Shields yard 
experienced some hard times, 

 A fine view of Stornest in the Mersey while she was  running on charter to 
the United Africa Company. Her original owner defaulted on payment, and she 
worked for her builder, John Priestman. BASIL FEILDEN/J. & M. CLARKSON

 The second ship of Cliffe Steamship Co Ltd, Headcliffe of 1909, running trials. The letter R on her funnel stood for her ultimate owners, the Readhead 
family of shipbuilders. AUTHOR’S COLLECTION

 Doxford’s innovative Turret deck 
concept was slow to take off, and 
the yard had to partly finance the 
first two examples of the type. 
Turret Chief is a later completion, 
built in 1896, and this photograph 
clearly shows the Turret deck. 
AUTHOR’S COLLECTION
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although she had been built 
by Readhead’s as a sister to 
Rockcliffe. Three ships were 
commissioned in the 1920s, 
when Readhead’s yard was 
again running short of orders: 
Homecliffe in 1920, a second 
Rockcliffe in 1925 and a 
second Highcliffe in 1927. 

But the business, profitable 
until 1920, turned bad, and 
from 1930 to 1935 the ships 
spent two-thirds of their time 
laid up. By 1935 all had been 
sold, although the company 
was not wound up until 1941. 
Despite poor trading in the 
inter-war years and rock-bottom 
prices when the ships were 
sold, the shareholders enjoyed  
a dividend at liquidation.

MORE EXPERIMENTS
Doxford’s of Sunderland 
can claim to be among the 
royalty of British shipbuilders, 
as they developed the only 
really successful British marine 
diesel, which was widely built 
under licence. However, their 
success can be traced back 
not to marine engines but to 
the novel hull form known as 
the ‘Turret’, which eventually 
numbered 182 examples. 

But getting such a novelty 
accepted required the hull 
to be shown to be economic 
and above all seaworthy, so 
Doxford’s had to build and at 
least partly finance prototypes. 
Hence the eponymous Turret 
Steam Shipping Co Ltd was 
set up, to which Turret was 

delivered in 1892 and Turret 
Age in 1893. Gradually the 
design was accepted, partly 
because of its economic 
building price, but probably 
more because its narrow 
‘Turret’ deck meant it got 
away with reduced dues in 
transiting the Suez Canal and 
in some harbours. 

The eventual success of 
the Turret gave Doxford the 
capital and confidence to 
begin developing their own 
diesel engine, which first went 
to sea in Yngaren of 1920. 
Significantly, she and several 
sisters were built for a Swedish 
owner, as British shipping lines 
proved hard to convince about 
the benefits of motor ships.

Doxford had to resort to 
owning a ship again in 1965, 
in an effort to market their 
latest engine, the J type. 
This 40,000-ton tanker was 
rather too large for Doxford’s 
own yard at Pallion, and was 
contracted to near neighbour 
J. L. Thompson and Sons Ltd, 
and took the name of their 
yard, North Sands. 

FINANCING THE DEAL
The success of a shipbuilder 
in attracting orders often 
depended on an ability to 
offer a good financial deal to 
customers. Frequently they 
would offer mortgages to the 
aspiring owner, knowing that, 
if there was a default, they 
would get their ship back. 

But over time financing 
became more sophisticated, 
with the builder setting up 
a financial vehicle to actually 
own the ship, which was then 
bareboat-chartered to the 
operator. An example of this 
was one of the classic cargo 
liners built for Cunard, with 
Cammell Laird of Birkenhead 
setting up North Western Line 
(Mersey) Ltd to own Scythia 
of 1964 and Samaria of 1965.

Doubtless, other British 
shipbuilders operated ships on 
lines similar to the examples 
above, being obliged to 
operate ships they had built 
themselves, and accept the 
risks – and less often the 
rewards – of shipowning.  

 Doxford’s highly successful marine diesel engine was first installed in the 
Swedish Yngaren of 1921, seen docking at Cape Town. AUTHOR’S COLLECTION

 Hopetor of Hopemount Shipping Co Ltd began life in 1925 as the 
experimental motor ship City of Stockholm. She is seen after being 
re-engined with conventional steam machinery. 

Hopemount Shipping Co Ltd was 

formed in 1904 as the shipowning 

subsidiary of Swan, Hunter and 

Wigham Richardson Ltd, the 

Wallsend builder which shot to 

fame by completing Mauretania in 

1907. Hopemount owed its origins 

to the post-Boer War slump, which 

fostered Cliffe Steamship but, 

although its first ship, the steamer 

Hopemount (I), was built at Wallsend 

as a speculation, its moderate-sized 

fleet was to include several rather 

experimental motor ships. 

Fitted with a two-stroke, 
double-acting MacLagan diesel 
designed in-house, Swanley ran 
trials in 1924, and was delivered 
to a company jointly owned by the 
shipbuilder and Harris and Dixon 
Ltd. Unfortunately, the engine 
proved a costly failure, and Swan, 
Hunter felt obliged to re-engine and 
assume full responsibility for her, 
and she joined the Hopemount fleet 
in 1932 as Hoperange. This was not 
the first MacLagan-engined ship to 
join the fleet, as the 1925-built City 

of Stockholm, bareboat-chartered to 
Ellerman Lines, had been returned to 
the builders in 1927 and, fitted with 
a steam engine, became Hopetor. 

The next diesel arrival was 
more propitious. Neptunian was 
completed in 1925 with a version 
of the Swedish Polar diesel for 
which Swan, Hunter had a licence, 
and which they had developed as 
the Neptune engine. Originally 
chartered to a Norwegian line 
for two years, in 1927 Neptunian 
gravitated to Hopemount, keeping 
her name. She appears to have 
operated successfully until being 
torpedoed in 1940. Swan, Hunter 
continued to build some motor 
ships for Hopemount, including the 
second Hopemount, a tanker which 
also traded satisfactorily. 

As a shipping company, 
Hopemount was a success, and after 
23 ships had passed through its fleet 
it was wound up in 1966 as part of a 
reorganisation of Tyneside builders, 
which saw the name Swan, Hunter 
temporarily disappear. 

FAILURE AND SUCCESS FOR HOPEMOUNT
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MARKING 20 YEARS OF SERVICE 
HMS OCEAN

While the 
helicopter 
carrier 
HMS Ocean 
might not 

be the most attractive ship in 
the Royal Navy, she has been 
one of the most fl exible and 
valuable assets in the fl eet. 
In 2018, with the entry into 
service of the new aircraft 
carrier HMS Queen Elizabeth, 
the helicopter carrier will be 
withdrawn from service and 
placed in reserve ahead of an 
uncertain future. 

HMS Ocean comes from a 
long line of helicopter carriers, 
which goes back to the early 
1960s, when two former fi xed 
wing aircraft carriers, HMS 
Albion and sistership HMS 
Bulwark (both commissioned 
in 1954), were converted 
to serve as helicopter assault 
ships. During refi ts the 
equipment used to launch 
conventional aircraft was 
stripped from their fl ight decks 
and in its place helicopter 
landing spots and davits for a 
variety of landing craft were 

created along the sides of the 
ships. In their new guise, the 
two ships could deploy a full 
Royal Marine assault force 
anywhere in the world. Later 
HMS Hermes was similarly 
converted and, for a while, 
the Invincible class carriers 
also operated in a limited 
assault role too. 

During the early 
1970s HMS Albion was 
decommissioned, while HMS 
Bulwark soldiered on until 
fi nally being withdrawn from 
service in 1981 with the 

Patrick Boniface 
profiles the 
helicopter carrier 
and assault ship 
HMS Ocean, which 
is leaving service 
in 2018 after 20 
years with the 
Royal Navy.

SHIP OF THE MONTH

 HMS Ocean visited Greenwich in 2015. She had previously spent a month on the 
Thames in 2012 as a base of operations for security personnel during the 2012 Olympics. 
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Costing just £150 million to design and build, HMS Ocean has a somewhat 
awkward angular profile, which is very much one of ‘substance over style’. 
MARTIME PHOTOGRAPHIC
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HMS OCEAN
 HMS Ocean arriving at Spithead in June 2005 for the Trafalgar 200 International Fleet Review. MARITIME PHOTOGRAPHIC
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arrival of HMS Invincible. 
The Invincible class and 
HMS Hermes continued 
to occasionally offer Royal 
Marines training opportunities 
when operations allowed, 
but what was needed was a 
dedicated purpose-built ship 
designed for helicopter and 

landing craft assault and to 
support the Commander UK 
Amphibious Force. 

In February 1992 the 
Conservative government 
of John Major issued an 
invitation to tender to 
British shipbuilders for the 
new ship, but the following 

year budgetary constraints 
threatened the project before 
it had even started; but it 
was saved by the Balkans 
Campaign. The Royal Navy 
had limited assets available 
that could be used for the 
helicopter assault role, and 
the aviation training ship RFA 
Argus was sent to the Adriatic. 
She proved poorly suited 
to the task of supporting 
Royal Marines, Army, RAF 
and other allied forces, and 
the need for a purpose-built 
helicopter carrier was clear. 

On 29 March 1993 the 
Landing Platform Helicopter 
(LPH) project was formally 
announced by the UK’s 
Defence Procurement 
Minister. Aware of the cost 
of building such a large 
vessel, the Government took 
a different approach to her 
procurement. They stipulated 
that the hull should be built to 
commercial standards, which 
would reduce build time and 
cost to around the same as a 
contemporary Type 23 frigate. 

Two shipbuilders submitted 

detailed proposals, Swan 
Hunter on the Tyne and 
Vickers Shipbuilding and 
Engineering Ltd (VSEL) 
at Barrow in Furness. The 
Government announced 
on 11 May 1993 that the 
winning bidder was VSEL, 
who subcontracted the build 
to Kvaerner shipyard at Govan 
on the Clyde. But her launch 
was not without incident, 
as she hit the bottom of the 
river, which caused damage 
to her hull. On 20 February 
1998 the new warship was 
named HMS Ocean at Barrow 
by HM Queen Elizabeth II, 
before a delivery voyage to her 
home port of Devonport.

HMS Ocean had been 
designed to be able to 
accommodate all military 
helicopters from the smallest 
to the largest Chinook 
heavy lifters. She also had 
a limited anti-submarine 
warfare capability provided 
by embarked helicopters 
armed with torpedoes, depth 
charges and mines. Usually 
her air group consisted of 

HMS OCEAN
BUILT Vickers Shipbuilding and 
Engineering Ltd, Kværner (Govan), 
launched 11.10.1995

LAID DOWN 30.5.1994, launched 
11.10.1995, commissioned 30.9.1998

DISPLACEMENT 21,500 tons

DIMENSIONS 203.4m x 35m x 6.5m

PROPULSION Two Crossley Pielstick V 
12 diesel engines

SPEED 18 knots

RANGE 8,000 nautical miles

BOATS AND LANDING CRAFT One 
Seaboat (Pacific 22 Mk2), four LCVP 
Mk.5B

CAPACITY 40 vehicles

TROOPS 830 Royal Marines

COMPLEMENT 285 + 180 Fleet Air 
Arm or Royal Air Force

SENSORS Type 997 Artisan 3D radar, 
Type 1008 Navigational Radar, two 
Type 1007 Aircraft control radar

ARMAMENT (at end of career) four 
30mm DS30M Mk.2 guns, three 
Phalanx CIWS, four Miniguns

AIRCRAFT Up to 18 aircraft carried

 HMS Ocean in the Solent in July 
2014 following a major two-year-
long refit. MARITIME PHOTOGRAPHIC

 Ocean’s basic hull form is based 
on the design of the Invincible 
class carriers. MARITIME PHOTOGRAPHIC
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up to six Sea King HC4 
helicopters, six AH7 Lynx 
anti-tank helicopters and 
four to six Apache AH1 
attack helicopters, which 
were operated by the 
Army Air Corps. She was 
also equipped with four 
Landing Craft Vehicle and 
Personnel (LCVPs) operated 
and manned by 9 Assault 
Squadron Royal Marines. 

DEPLOYMENTS
Soon after commissioning, 
HMS Ocean deployed to 
the Caribbean to provide 
humanitarian aid to the islands 
and communities devastated 
by Hurricane Mitch. She has 
since undertaken a number of 
taskings and deployed around 
the world, as listed in the 
adjacent panel, and enjoyed 
a fi ne career for the best part 
of two decades. However, her 
future is now in question.

She went to Devonport in 
2012 for an extended refi t and 
maintenance period that cost 
£98 million and lasted until 22 
July 2014, when she returned 

1999 • HMS Ocean was diverted 
from her planned schedule to the 
Mediterranean, where she stood 
by for possible service in Kosovo. 
2000 • Ocean and HMS Illustrious 
were sent to Sierra Leone as part 
of Operation Palliser, the UK’s 
contribution to stopping the civil 
war in that country, where embarked 
Royal Marines were deployed. 
2003 • Ocean sailed as part of 
Operation Telic, making up the 
UK’s contribution to the 2003 Iraq 
War. Her embarked marines took 
part in the battle of Al Faw. 
2004 • Ocean was deployed 
all over the world, including a 
well-publicised passage to the US 
Eastern seaboard to operate with 
units of the US Navy. 
2007 • After seven years in 
service, it was time for a major 
refi t. Ocean went to Devonport 
Dockyard, where virtually every 
compartment was stripped out 
and refurbished. The refi t lasted 
12 months, during which time her 
role as fl eet LPH was carried out 
by HMS Ark Royal. 
2008 • On 24 September she was 
back at sea, carrying out sea trials. 
2009 • Ocean deployed on 28 
February as part of the Taurus 09 
deployment, with HMS Bulwark, 
the frigates HMS Argyll and HMS 
Somerset and four auxiliaries 
sailing to the Far East, all under 
the scrutiny of a Channel 5 TV 
crew recording the documentary 
‘Warship’. Ocean took part in the 
major exercise Bersama Shield off 
the Malay Peninsula in June. 
2010 • HMS Ocean’s fl exibility 
was again proved when she took 
travellers and army personnel 
who wanted to fl y ome but were 

stranded when the Icelandic 
volcano Eyjafjallajokull brought 
aviation over the North Atlantic 
to a standstill. The evacuation 
was ordered by Prime Minister 
Gordon Brown under the title 
Operation Cunningham. 
2010 • Later the same year 
Ocean sailed to the United States 
to take part in Exercise Auriga. 
From there she sailed to Brazil 
for joint exercises between 
British and Brazilian marines, as 
well as hosting the signing of a 
defence cooperation agreement 
between the two countries. On 
her return passage to the UK, 
she made an offi cial port call to 
Nigeria, representing Britain, 
at a fl eet review to mark the 
50th anniversary of Nigerian 
independence. She made it home 
to Devonport in November. 
2011 • In April Ocean served 
as fl agship for Cougar 11 and 
Exercise Cypriot Lion. During 
the latter exercise in May she 
detached and was ordered to 
use her embarked Apache attack 
helicopters for operations in 
Libya during the Arab Spring 
that eventually ousted Colonel 
Gaddafi  from power. The use of 
the Apaches in this role was the 
fi rst time they had been used 
aggressively from an RN platform. 
2012 • While her work in Libya 
and elsewhere was largely 
unseen, her next role was very 
much in the public eye when on 4 
May she came up the Thames and 
moored off Greenwich, staying 
for almost a month as a logistics 
ship, accommodation vessel and 
helicopter landing site during the 
London Olympic Games. 

to full operational service. 
The refi t allowed HMS Ocean 
to replace the elderly HMS 
Illustrious as fl agship of the 
Royal Navy, in which capacity 
she took part in the Cougar 
14 deployment, as well as 
operations and exercises off 
Albania and France. 

The multi-million-pound 
refi t meant the ship could 
continue in service until 
2020, but on 24 November 
2015, as a cost-cutting 
measure, HMS Ocean, the 
Government announced 
she will decommission in 
2018 without replacement, 
although the Royal Marines 
have been promised that HMS 
Prince of Wales, the second of 
the new aircraft carriers, will 
be given ‘enhancements’ to 
allow the Royal Marine to use 
her as an assault carrier. 

After 20 years with the Royal 
Navy, HMS Ocean has served 
well and it is possible that 
another country will buy such 
a useful and fl exible ship, with 
Brazil reumoured to be close 
to completing a deal.  

DEPLOYMENTS HMS OCEAN

was again proved when she took 
travellers and army personnel 
who wanted to fl y home but were 

ship, accommodation vessel and 
helicopter landing site during the 
London Olympic Games. 

 HMS Ocean was never the best-looking ship in the Royal Navy, 
but has proved to be invaluable during hurricanes and emergency 

operations the world over.
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The Brittany Ferries vessel Armorique (2009/29,468gt), which 
operated the Poole-Cherbourg route during February 2017 while 
regular vessel Barfleur (1992/20,133gt) was overhauled at the 
Remontowa shipyard in Gdansk, was designed and built specifically 
for the Plymouth-Roscoff route. KEVIN MITCHELL

The 1,404-passenger cruise ship Rotterdam 
(61,849gt) on the St Lawrence River off Verchères. 

Built in Italy in 1997, she is the sixth Holland 
America vessel to bear the name and is based 

year-round in her namesake city. MARC PICHÉ

SHIPS PICTORIAL
Have you an outstanding photo that would grace our gallery? Send your image to Ships Monthly 

for inclusion in these pages, which showcase the best in ship photography around the world. 
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 The Italian-flagged vehicle carrier 
Grand Benelux (2001/37,726gt), a 
regular caller at Southampton on Grimaldi 
Lines’ Euromed service, links Europe 
and the Med. MARITIME PHOTOGRAPHIC

 The 2007-built semi-pressurised/
fully refrigerated gas carrier tanker 
Coral Medusa (3,836gt) off Killingholme 
in June 2017; she is operated by the 
Anthony Veder Group. EDWARD FORD

 NCL’s cruise ship Norwegian Jewel 
(2005/93,502gt) makes her maiden 
arrival in Auckland on 26 November 
2017 after an overnight passage from 
Tauranga. TREVOR COPPOCK/SEZPIXONLINE

 Aims Shipping Corp’s container ship 
Boxy Lady in Algeciras anchorage off 
Gibraltar on 19 October 2017. She was 
built in 1996 in Gdynia, Poland as the 
German-flagged Merkur. CHRIS WRIGHT
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FROM MONFALCONE TO ZHOUSHAN

THE STORY
OF OCEANIC

Few cruise ships today can be considered one of a kind with a distinct character 
all their own. Oceanic was one of the final products of a golden age in naval 

architecture, when ships were symbols of national pride and aesthetic design was 
of supreme importance, as Jonathan Crabbe recalls.

began designing dual-purpose 
vessels capable of both 
crossing and cruising. 

Home Lines had been 
transporting migrants from 
Europe since the end of World 
War II with a small fl eet of 
second-hand tonnage, but 
it was turning to cruising to 
fi ll its ships. In a bold move, 
the line decided at the turn 
of the decade to order its 
fi rst newbuild, a decision 
that not only brought Home 

Built on the cusp 
of the demise of 
the transatlantic 
liner and the birth 
of the modern 

cruise ship, Oceanic embodied 
more than any other vessel 
the legacy of the former and a 
glimpse of the latter.

With the advent of the 
jet aircraft in the late 1950s 
and subsequent decline in 
liner travel, the survival of 
passenger shipping lines 
depended on their ability 
to adapt to the changing 
times. Cruising represented 
the future of ocean travel, so 
forward-thinking companies 

Lines great pride but also 
helped to shape the future of 
the industry. The new vessel 
would operate the company’s 
Northern Europe (Channel 
ports) to the Saint Lawrence 
service during the summer 
and cruise from New York to 
the Caribbean in the off season.

On 29 October 1961 the 
keel of the ship that would 
become Oceanic was laid 
at the Monfalcone yards of 
Italian builder Cantieri Riuniti 
dell’Adriatico. Two years 
later, while the vessel was 
being fi tted out, Home Lines 
announced that it was going 
to abandon the transatlantic 
trade, and Oceanic would enter 
service as a full-time cruise 
ship. With her dual-purpose 

role shelved, the 39,000gt 
vessel was referred to as the 
largest ship built for year-round 
cruising. No longer requiring 
a two-class liner confi guration, 
she would cater exclusively to 
1,200 cruise passengers. 

NO PLACE LIKE HOME
Following a prolonged fi tting 
out, Oceanic was handed over 
to Home Lines and departed 
Trieste on 3 April 1965 on her 
maiden voyage, a repositioning 
to New York that included 
calls in Naples, Palermo, 
Algeciras and Halifax. When 
the gleaming white vessel 
steamed up the Hudson for 
the fi rst time 11 days later, 
she commanded the attention 

New York icons of bygone days: 
Oceanic steams past the World 
Trade Centre towers in April 1977. 
AUTHOR’S COLLECTION
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of the shipping fraternity and 
cruising public alike. 

Dubbed the ‘ship of 
tomorrow’ by her proud 
owners, the 238m vessel was 
strikingly modern. With an 
extended foredeck, low-slung 
superstructure and gradually 
tiered aft decks, her lines were 
wonderfully lean and sleek. 
While she lacked the graceful 
sheer of her contemporaries, 

were innovative for her day, 
including veranda suites and a 
retractable glass Magrodome 
to cover her midships lido 
deck in inclement weather. 

Oceanic was homeported 
in New York for the next 20 
years, a period coinciding 
with one of great transition in 
passenger shipping. In her early 
years, the ship could be seen 
tied up in Manhattan alongside 
the likes of Cunard’s Queens, 
United States and France, to 
name a few. But whereas these 
grand liners symbolised ocean 
travel’s past, the chic Oceanic 
represented its future. 

In contrast to the luxury 
globetrotting voyages being 
undertaken by Kungsholm, 
Sagafjord and others, a 
majority of Oceanic’s cruises 
included but a single port – 
Nassau. Each Saturday from 
spring through autumn, she 
set sail on a seven-night round 
trip to the Bahamian capital, 
where passengers were able to 
‘linger longer’ thanks to the 
ship’s speedy passage. In later 
years, Bermuda was added 
to the Bahamas route and 
winter homeporting in Fort 
Lauderdale trialled, but weekly 
departures from New York 
were the mainstay. 

Perhaps the most important 
element upon which Oceanic’s 
reputation was built was the 
‘soft product’ delivered by her 
all-Italian crew. A distinctly 
Mediterranean atmosphere, 
accentuated by impeccable 
service and exquisite cuisine, so 
endeared the ship to Americans 
that she was often booked 
to capacity well in advance, 
including a large number of 
repeat clients. 

By the mid-1980s, Home 
Lines had added a new 
running mate, the 34,000gt 
Atlantic, with another, 
Homeric, under construction. 
While the new ships were 
no match for Oceanic’s good 
looks, they had the upper 
hand when it came to modern 
interiors and lower costs. And, 
after two decades of success, 
the still-popular Oceanic was 
put up for sale, making her 
fi nal Home Lines voyage in 
November 1985.

SEEING RED
Oceanic was purchased by 
a newcomer to the cruise 
business, family-oriented 
Premier Cruise Lines. She 
was given an extensive refi t 
and relocated south to Port 
Canaveral, where Premier had 
pioneered Bahamas sailings 
two years earlier. Prior to 
establishing its own cruise 
operations in the late nineties, 
Disney had designated 
Premier as ‘the offi cial cruise 
line of Walt Disney World’. 
Premier’s three- and four-
night Bahamas cruises were 
packaged with land-based 
vacations to the Orlando-area 
theme parks. 

Despite the fact that the 
ship’s interiors were virtually 
unrecognisable from her 
Home Lines’ days, Premier 
opted to retain her well-
known name, modifying it 
slightly with the prefi x ‘Star/
Ship’, and her hull was painted 
a bright shade of red, which 
earned her the nickname, and 
later marketing name, ‘The 
Big Red Boat’. Boasting the 
most comprehensive children’s 
programme at sea, the vessel was 
very successful in her new role.

Star/Ship Oceanic rarely 
strayed from her year-
round Port Canaveral-based 
schedule, but in September 
1987 she was dispatched to 
Boston for an unusual charter. 
Together with Queen Elizabeth 
2, the ship served as a fl oating 
hotel for DECworld ‘87, a 
ten-day computer trade show. 

In September 1994 Oceanic 

her hull incorporated two 
trademark characteristics of 
architect Nicolò Costanzi: a 
‘swan neck’ stem and a part 
cruiser, part transom stern.

Propelled by De Laval steam 
turbines giving a service speed 
of 26 knots, the new fl agship 
had the power to match her 
racy looks. Oceanic boasted 
a number of features that, 
although not entirely new, 

 Departing New York on an overcast afternoon in June 1979, Oceanic called 
the Big Apple home for over 20 years. AUTHOR’S COLLECTION

 Oceanic during her final years with Pullmantur.

 The great bow of a transatlantic liner that never was: Oceanic is nudged into 
the Hudson at the start of another Home Lines cruise. ANDREW KILK

OCEANIC
BUILDER Cantieri Riuniti dell’Adriatico, 
Monfalcone, Italy

COMPLETED March 1965

TONNAGE 39,241gt (as built)

DIMENSIONS 238.4m x 29.4m x 8.6m

PROPULSION 2 CRDA De Laval steam 
turbines, twin screws

SPEED 26.5 knots

OPERATOR 1965-85: Home Lines, 
1986-2000: Premier, 2001-09: 
Pullmantur, 2009-12: Peace Boat

NAMES 1965-85 Oceanic, 1986-98 
Star/Ship Oceanic, 1998-2009 Oceanic, 
2009-12 The Oceanic, 2012 Oceanic

FLAG Panama (1965-90 and 2009-
2012), Bahamas (1990-2006), Malta 
(2006-09), Tuvalu (2012)
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Oceanic was the only former 
Premier ship to see further 
active service. In the spring of 
2001, she set out for her new 
home across the Atlantic. 

Her hull was restored to 
white, but with obtrusive 
lettering, leaving no doubt 
as to the identity of her new 
operator. Oceanic now played a 
pioneering role in the Spanish 
market. Homeported in 
Barcelona, she began making 
seven-night circuits of the 
Western Mediterranean and 
was a regular visitor to Italy. 

Pullmantur saw promise in 
the ship, gradually upgrading 
her to ensure she would 
comply with stringent Safety 

departed her Central Florida 
homeport for Genoa, Italy, 
where, just shy of her 30th 
birthday, she was scheduled 
for an extensive overhaul, 
which included major engine 
and air-conditioning work, as 
well as upgrades to passenger 
areas. During subsequent sea 
trials, a boiler malfunction 
necessitated a tow back to 
the shipyard and resulted 
in Oceanic spending an 
additional two months there.

The late 1990s brought 
change and uncertainty to 
Premier’s operations. In 
early 1997, the company was 
sold and amalgamated with 
Dolphin and Seawind to form 
Premier Cruises. The ‘Star/
Ship’ branding was dropped, 
but Oceanic continued to 
be marketed as ‘The Big 
Red Boat’, and her schedule 
remained unchanged. 

By 1998 Port Canaveral was 
considerably more crowded 
than it had been 12 years earlier 
when Oceanic fi rst arrived. 
Facing direct competition 
from former partner Disney 
and industry giant Carnival, 
Premier’s product looked 
distinctly outmoded and 
the company collapsed in 
September 2000. Laid up in 
Freeport, Bahamas alongside 
a number of her fl eet mates, 
Oceanic’s prospects of fi nding 
employment looked bleak.

ACROSS THE POND
But the vessel’s stay in layup 
turned out to be a brief one. 
Bought by expanding Spanish 
company Pullmantur Cruises, 

of Life at Sea (SOLAS) 
2010 regulations. In 2006 
Pullmantur was acquired by 
Royal Caribbean Cruises and 
was rapidly expanded with 
younger tonnage inherited 
from the Royal Caribbean and 
Celebrity fl eets. So it came 
as no great surprise when the 
decision was made to retire 
Oceanic in early 2009.

Oceanic then embarked on 
her fourth and most ambitious 
incarnation. Chartered 
by Japan-based, non-
governmental organisation 
Peace Boat, she undertook a 
gruelling schedule of year-
round educational world 
cruises. With ‘Peace Boat’ 

 Star/Ship Oceanic alongside Boston’s Commonwealth Pier in her Big Red 
Boat days. The ship was chartered as a floating hotel for the computer trade 
show, DECworld ‘87. AUTHOR’S COLLECTION

 Arriving in Nassau during her Premier stint, Oceanic visited the Bahamian 
capital almost every week for over 35 years. AUTHOR’S COLLECTION

lettering on her hull and laden 
with Japanese passengers, 
she was given a lively send-
off from Yokohama as she 
embarked on her maiden 
round-the-world cruise. After 
an absence of over 23 years, 
Oceanic made a nostalgic 
return to her old homeport of 
New York. Unfortunately, her 
homecoming turned out to be 
memorable for other reasons. 

A US Coast Guard inspection 
revealed a small crack in her hull 
and a number of other safety 
defi ciencies requiring immediate 
attention. With her passengers 
put up in hotels, Oceanic was 
dry-docked for the necessary 
repairs to be carried out. Several 
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Docked in Nassau opposite 
fleetmate Star/Ship Atlantic, 
Oceanic shows off her sleek 

lines. ANDREW KILK

indicative that the ship was 
showing signs of her age.

In late 2009 the ship’s 
name was offi cially changed 
to The Oceanic and her 
registry reverted to Panama, 
her original fl ag. As one of 
the world’s last remaining 
passenger steamships, Oceanic 
was increasingly costly to 
maintain and operate. When 
she returned to Yokohama on 
4 May 2012 at the completion 
of her tenth world cruise, it 
was for the last time. With 
her fi nal complement of 
passengers disembarked, she 
left the Osanbashi cruise 
terminal under cover of 
darkness, her career at an end.

In spite of her longevity and 
the constantly evolving cruising 
business, none of Oceanic’s 
owners could bring themselves 
to tamper with her perfect 
exterior, and the ship’s original, 
imposing profi le remained 
intact until the end. Similarly, 
the name Oceanic – which 
suited her so well – never left 
her, despite minor adjustments 
and the use of marketing 
names, a remarkable fact for 

a ship that sailed for four 
different operators. 

Even her magnifi cent 
hull, which had endured 
nearly three decades of red 
paint and garish lettering, 
was temporarily restored 
to its former glory prior to 
the ship’s fi nal departure 
from Yokohama. Oceanic 
lay silently at a Kobe berth 
while negotiations for her 
sale to ship breakers took 
place. In mid-May ‘The’ was 

dropped from her name, and 
she was given an unusual fl ag 
of convenience – the tiny 
Pacifi c-island nation of Tuvalu. 
Shortly after 1100 on 11 June 
2012 she slipped her lines and 
steamed out of Kobe for the 
Chinese port of Zhoushan, 
where she was broken up.

Oceanic was the backdrop 
to countless vacations for 
nearly half a century, from 
those of well-heeled New 
Yorkers to middle-American 
families, fun-loving Spaniards, 
socially conscious Japanese 
and many others. Innovative, 
stylish and enduring, she 
belongs to a unique breed of 
mid-20th-century ships that 
have all but disappeared from 
the world’s oceans but live 
on fondly in the memories of 
those who knew them. 

Oceanic entered service with 
Peace Boat on 23 April 2009, 

departing Yokohama on her maiden 
around-the-world cruise. Her 
circumnavigation was Peace Boat’s 
66th Global Voyage for Peace, and 
the fi rst to feature visits to various 
ports in Scandinavia. Peace Boat’s 
world cruises involve lengthy 
transoceanic passages, including 
non-stop Pacifi c crossings of over 
two weeks’ duration. There was a 
certain irony in the fact that it was 
not until 2009, Oceanic’s twilight 

years, that she was given the 
opportunity to ‘stretch her legs’ and 
perform a role for which she had 
originally been designed.

The Oceanic during her final world cruise in February 
2012, catching the last rays of Caribbean sun at her 
Montego Bay berth. MICHAEL HACK

 Still wearing Pullmantur titles, 
Oceanic is readied for her Peace 
Boat charter in Yokohama in 
April 2009. AUTHOR

OCEANIC AS THE ‘PEACE BOAT’

 Oceanic carried stylised lettering 
on her bow from her Premier days 
until the very end. AUTHOR

 The ship’s tenders were replaced 
with open lifeboats during her 
Premier years. AUTHOR

 Looking much the same as when she entered service 47 years earlier, Oceanic 
lies in Kobe in May 2012 awaiting sale to ship breakers. AUTHOR

weeks later in Vancouver, the 
ship was detained again for 
further violations, prompting 
Peace Boat to drop US and 
Canadian ports from future 
itineraries. Oceanic never 
returned to the waters of the 
US eastern seaboard, her 
troubled maiden world voyage 
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Jim Shaw looks back at the post-war ships of Spain’s Trasmediterránea, a 
company now being sold by the Acciona group to the Naviera Armas Group, as it 

celebrates the centenary of its foundation.

The Canary 
Islands, Spanish 
possessions located 
60 miles off the 
coast of Morocco, 

have been a crossroads for 
shipping since the 16th 
century, and during the years 
of the Suez Canal closure, 
between 1967 and 1975, 
became even more important. 

In the late 1960s this author 

found himself in the islands 
several times while working in 
West Africa and came to know 
the small ships of Spain’s 
Compañía Trasmediterránea 
very well, as they connected 
the islands to each other, as 
well as to the Spanish and 
African mainlands, with both 
cargo and passenger services. 
In 2017 what was once 
Compañía Trasmediterránea, 

and is now Acciona 
Trasmediterránea, celebrated 
its centenary, the original 
company having begun service 
in January 1917. 

The Acciona group, which 
has held a majority interest 
in Trasmediterránea since 
2002, is selling its stake 
to Spain’s Naviera Armas 
Group. The transaction, and 
the anniversary, makes it an 

celebrates the centenary of its foundation.

A very handsome little vessel, and offering 
berthed passage between Tenerife and Las Palmas 

for less than $4 in 1970, the 1,199gt Santa Maria 
De La Paz was the last of Trasmediterránea’s 

Pelican class, emerging from the Unión Naval 
de Levante yard in 1967 and passing to Chinese 

ownership in the mid-1980s as China Ocean 
Shipping Company’s Dong Hu. TREVOR JONES

 Although not a cruise line, 
Trasmediterránea’s white-hulled ships 
and sunny destinations drew many 
passengers

CANARY ISLANDS 
INTERLUDE

The early post-war ships of Spain’s Trasmediterránea 
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interesting time to look back 
at this 100-year-old Spanish 
company which, in the 1960s 
and 1970s, was well known 
for operating some of the 
world’s oldest passengers ships, 
as well as running several of 
the last colonial services to 
what were then the Spanish 
Sahara and Spanish Guinea.  

THE ‘NIGHT BOATS’
My introduction to the ships 
of Trasmediterránea followed 
disembarkation from Italia 
Line’s 13,226gt Verdi at 
Santa Cruz de Tenerife in 
late 1969 after a long passage 
from Valparaíso, Chile. This 
was during the prime tourist 
season in the islands and 
accommodation was booked 
solid by tourists from northern 
Europe. My salvation from 
this predicament came when 
I noticed a small white-hulled 
vessel loading passengers 
at one end of Tenerife’s 
long breakwater. On closer 
inspection this proved to be 
Trasmediterránea’s 1,199gt 
Santa Maria de la Paz, 
operating an overnight service 
to Las Palmas on Grand 
Canaria island and offering a 
berthed fare lower than even 
the cheapest hotel in Tenerife. 

By checking with the 
local agent, I found that a 
Trasmediterránea ship, usually 
one of the Santa Maria class, 
sailed every evening between 
the two islands, arriving four 
hours later. The chief selling 
point was the fact that one 
could board the ships at 2000 
and not have to disembark 
until 0800 the next day, thus 
ensuring a decent night’s sleep. 
For the next five nights, while 
awaiting a ship to the West 
African coast, I sailed nightly 
on the boats, using them 
as ‘floating hotels’ between 
Tenerife and Las Palmas.

PLUS ULTRA
Although four of the night-
time crossings were made on 
Santa Maria De La Paz or 
one of her sisterships (Santa 
Maria de la Candelaria, Santa 
Maria de la Caridad, Santa 
Maria de la Nieves and Santa 
Maria del Pino), one trip was 

made on a much older vessel, 
the 4,180gt Plus Ultra. While 
the Santa Maria boats were 
comfortable but utilitarian, all 
built between 1963 and 1967, 
Plus Ultra was 42 years old 
at the time and was definitely 
from another era, having been 
completed by Union Naval de 
Levante at Valencia in 1928. 

Compared with her smaller 
but more modern counterparts, 
the elderly Plus Ultra, the 
name being Spain’s national 
motto of ‘Further Beyond’, 
seemed a much more elegant 
vessel in both appearance and 
atmosphere. I noticed this when 
I boarded her at Las Palmas. 
While passengers were normally 
left to find their own way 
around the smaller ships, there 
was a line of stewards waiting to 
greet new arrivals on Plus Ultra. 

I remember coloured lights 
being strung around the ship’s 
fantail and a small party in 
progress on the outside deck 
while music issued forth from 
one of the public rooms. My 
white-jacketed steward, an 
elderly Spaniard of extremely 
gracious manners, took my 
bag and showed me below 
decks to the four-berth cabin I 
would be sharing that evening. 

A SHORT VOYAGE
Although of vintage design, 
Plus Ultra’s accommodation 
was immaculately kept. 
Bedding was turned down 
and starched linen shaving 
towels hung from their hooks 
near the wash basin. Seeing 
all this, I had to turn to the 
steward and ask if I was really 
on the correct vessel, which 
he assured me I was. We sailed 
that evening near midnight. 

Although I went out on 
deck to watch the lights of the 
harbour glide by, including 
those of Union-Castle’s 
massive Pendennis Castle, 
berthed along the sea wall, I 
was soon back in my bunk and 
asleep. The next thing I knew 
we were in Tenerife and it was 
time to disembark. I quickly 
amassed my belongings and 
made for the upper deck, 
where I was one of the last 
passengers off the gangway. 
From my shaken slumber I 

 Built in 1928 by Union Levante at Valencia, the 98.8m by 14.5m Plus Ultra 
survived in the Trasmediterránea fleet until scrapped at San Esteban de 
Pravia, Spain in 1977 at 49 years of age. Used as an armed transport by the 
Nationalists in the Spanish Civil War, the ship was converted from a triple-
expansion steamship to a 2,550hp motor ship in 1953. TREVOR JONES

 An aerial view of the 6,514gt Ciudad de Cadiz discloses its deck layout, with 
cargo hatches served by derricks fore and aft of the accommodation block 
and, on this voyage, a deck load of automobiles carried on the aft deck. After 
25 years of service, the ship was sold for scrap in 1977 as Trasmediterránea 
became a state enterprise. ARCHIVO COMPAÑÍA TRASMEDITERRÁNEA 

 While best known for its ferries, Trasmediterránea also operated a number 
of cargo ships, such as the 2,516gt Ciudad de Alcira, seen working freight at 
Tenerife. Originally ordered by Spain’s Compañía Frutera de Navegación during 
World War II, the little ship offered 4,389m3 of hold space, as well as having 
accommodation for 26 passengers. ARCHIVO COMPAÑÍA TRASMEDITERRÁNEA 
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completed in 1951 by the 
same builder, Union Naval de 
Levante, as a passenger/cargo 
ship featuring four cargo holds 
and accommodation for up 
to 440 passengers. A near-
sister, the somewhat larger 
7,295gt Ernesto Anastasio, 
was delivered four years later. 
Between these two ships, a 
series of smaller vessels were 
completed, including the 
ferries Victoria and Virgen de 
Africa and the passenger/
cargo carriers Ciudad de 
Huesca and Ciudad Teruel, all 
originally ordered by Spain’s 
Empresa Nacional Elcano, 
established in 1942, but 
acquired by Trasmediterránea 
in the mid-1950s.

EX-ELCANO SHIPS
Two larger ships ordered by 
Elcano but almost immediately 
taken over by Trasmediterránea 
were Ciudad de Barcelona 
and Ciudad de Burgos, 
originally completed as Playa 
de Formentor and Playa de 
Palmanova in 1955 and 1956. 
Of about 6,200gt each, the 
vessels were powered by B&W 
diesels driving twin screws to 
give a cruising speed of 16 
knots. As on most Spanish ships, 
accommodation was arranged 
in three classes, although this 
was modified over the years. 

When I took passage on 
Ciudad de Burgos in the 
mid-1970s, her passenger 
capacity had been substantially 
reduced from the almost 
700 originally carried. At 
about the same time as these 
ships were being completed, 
Trasmediterránea was having 
the 9,835gt Ciudad de Toledo 
finished at the Euskalduna 
yard for West African service. 
This ship was the final unit 
of the Monasterio class, also 
commissioned by Elcano, that 
saw seven combination cargo/
passenger carriers built for 
Spanish shipping companies 
Naviera Aznar, Trasatlántica 
and Trasmediterránea between 
1948 and 1956. 

These ships, originally 
named for monasteries, 
incorporated the same basic 
hull, measuring 148.5m by 
19.9m, and the same ten-

could only look back at the 
bright paintwork of Plus Ultra 
and wonder if I had let a short 
but magnificent voyage slip 
through my fingers. 

In the morning light the 
elderly ship looked very 
handsome. One might wish 
her a somewhat larger and 
taller funnel, but as a motor 
vessel I considered her very 
well proportioned. On the 
pier I purchased a dark coffee 
from a vendor catering to 
other disembarking passengers 
and took a final look at Plus 
Ultra, then headed into the 
city to check with the local 
agent of Cie Navigation de 
Paquet regarding the chances 
of onward passage. My 
fortunes changed that day, as I 
found a southbound berth on 
the soon-to-arrive French liner 
Ancerville on to Dakar, a two-
night journey in a six-berth 
cabin of much less elegant 
decor than that of Plus Ultra.

POST-WAR BUILDING
I came across several more 
Trasmediterránea ships only a 
few years later while in Spain 
and seeking passage out to 
the Balearic Islands. Like the 
Canaries, the Balearics were 
still served at the time by 
several exceedingly old ships, 
a favourite being the counter-
stern Villa de Madrid built in 
Germany in 1931 but given a 
modern-looking superstructure 
in the early 1960s. 

Trasmediterránea made do 
with a good many pre-World 
War II built ships through the 
1960s and into the 1970s, 
but it also began a post-
war building programme 
that saw several new classes 
delivered, including the twin 
2,500gt freighters Ciudad 
de Alcira and Ciudad de 
Salamanca. These ships had 
been ordered before the war 
for the fruit trade but were 
not competed until 1946 
and 1947. Although built 
as cargo carriers, they also 
had accommodation for 26 
passengers, and survived until 
scrapped in the mid-1970s. 

Shortly after these twins 
were delivered, the 6,514gt 
Ciudad de Cadiz was 

 One of Trasmediterránea’s first large post-war ships, the 1951-built Ciudad 
de Cadiz was a product of the Union Naval de Levante yard and could 
accommodate 207 passengers in three classes as well as cargo in four holds 
trunked through the accommodation spaces fore and aft. TREVOR JONES 

 Looking long, low and sleek, the 1955-built Ernesto Anastasio was fitted 
with two B&W diesels of a combined 7,000hp driving twin screws to give a 
speed of 18.5 knots. Unfortunately, the 7,295gt ship grounded at Bancha del 
Oeste shoal off the Spanish coast on 24 April 1980 and, after being refloated, 
it was decided the vessel was not worth repairing and she was broken up for 
scrap by Hierros Ardes SA at Santander in that same year. TREVOR JONES 

Through the 1960s and into the 1970s, Trasmediterránea was known for 
operating some of the world’s oldest passenger and cargo/passenger ships 
afloat, although most, including the 1929-built Ciudad de Ibiza, had been 
extensively modified over the years. TREVOR JONES 
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 A pre-war travel poster featuring 
the 1929-built Ciudad de Cádiz, 
which undertook one of the first 
‘University’ cruises through the 
Mediterranean in 1933, with 188 
professors and students on board, 
but was torpedoed and sunk on 14 
Aug. 1937 by the Italian submarine 
Ferraris during the Spanish Civil War.

cylinder Sulzer main engine, 
but differed considerably in 
their passenger and cargo 
layout, with Ciudad de Toledo 
accommodating just 52 First 
class passengers compared to 
over 500 in three classes for 
several of the other ships. Prior 
to taking up her intended 
service, the 9,835gt Ciudad 
de Toledo sailed to 16 countries 
as a floating exhibition for 
Spanish products in 1956.

CARGO CARRIERS
A smaller ship built to a similar 
configuration was the 5,251gt 
Ciudad de Oviedo, completed 
by the Union Naval yard in 
1957 as a cargo/passenger 
carrier, with accommodation 
for 90 passengers, along with 
cargo holds for perishable 
freight, largely bananas from 
Spanish Guinea. A B&W 
6,125hp diesel provided the 
ship with a maximum speed 
of 17.6 knots and a service 
speed of 16.5 knots. Higher 
output 7,500hp B&W engines 
were installed in two larger 
twins that came out in 1962 
and 1964, Villa de Bilbao and 
Ciudad de Pamplona. 

These ships accommodated 
144 passengers in two classes, 
first class having a small 
swimming pool and lido 
area, while cargo, including 
some refrigerated, was 
carried in five holds served by 
conventional derricks. Along 
with the construction of these 
passenger-carrying cargo 
vessels, the Union Naval yard 
also completed the 5,000gt 
ferries Ciudad de Granada 
and Ciudad de Tarifa during 
the early 1960s, the first being 
a near-sister to the 1955-built 
Ciudad de Barcelona and 
the latter a near-sister to the 
1951-built Virgin de Africa. 
Designed for overnight service 
to the Balearics as well as 
to Ceuta and Tangier, the 
ships had only limited cabin 
accommodation, but seats for 
over 1,000 passengers. 

1960s SHIPS
Between 1963 and 1967 
the builders at Union Naval 
turned out the five small 
sisterships of the Santa Maria 

del Pino series, also known 
as the Pelican class, designed 
for inter-island service in the 
Canaries. Although similar 
in size and propulsion, 
the ships came out in two 
batches because of financial 
constraints, and thus differed 
somewhat in appearance. 

The first three featured the 
funnel set aft over the engine 
room, while the latter two 
had an exhaust stack  in that 
position and a dummy funnel 

 The 3,059gt Ciudad de Ibiza had been built at Esbjerg for DFDS in 1929 and 
was acquired by Trasmediterránea in 1947. Rebuilt with accommodation for 
405 passengers, the ship served into the late 1970s, until she was scrapped by 
Salvamento y Demolición Naval at Vilanova in 1978. TREVOR JONES

 Seen at Santa Cruz deTenerife in the 1970s when still active, the little 
steamer La Palma, built by W. Harkerss & Son yard in 1912, is one of the few 
Trasmediterránea ships successfully preserved and can still be seen at that port 
as a museum vessel, representing the last of the ‘Correíllos negros’ or black-
hulled postal steamers. MARK MULLIGAN

PLUS ULTRA
BUILT 1928 by Unión Naval de Levante 
SA, Valencia, Spain

TONNAGE 3,618dwt, 4,189grt

DIMENSIONS 98.79m x 14.53m

ORIGINAL CAPACITY Cargo: 4,786m3 
(bale); passengers: 57 1st class, 39 2nd 
class, 48 3rd class

ORIGINAL ENGINE Coal-burning 
3-cylinder triple-expansion steam 
engine of 574nhp, converted to oil 1949

SPEED 15.25 knots

SERVICE HISTORY
INITIAL SERVICE Spain-Canary Islands 
and then Spain-Spanish Guinea; during 
Spanish civil war served as transport 
and prison ship
1940 sailed from Italy & Spain to 
Argentina & Brazil for Ybarra Line.
1945 operated a voyage to Haifa and 
Alexandria to return Spanish nationals
1946 diplomatic voyage to Philippines 
via Columbo and Singapore
1946 diplomatic voyage to the Congo
1947 repatriation voyage to Brazil
1950, 1952 and 1953 pilgrim voyages 
to Mecca from Morocco  
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 An ancient vessel built by Italy’s N. Odero fu Aless & Co in 1914, the 
2,352gt Mallorca was one of a number of ships that passed from Isleña 
Marítima to the Trasmediterránea fleet after World War I and was extensively 
rebuilt following World War II, surviving until 1974. TREVOR JONES

 Completed as one of the first three of Trasmediterránea’s Pelican class, 
Santa Maria De La Nieves could carry 300 tons of cargo and was originally 
configured to carry 18 First class passengers, 60 in Second class and 135 in 
Third class, the latter in seats. TREVOR JONES 
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 With the profile of the last two Pelican class ships built for Trasmediterránea, 
Santa Maria de la Caridad, like sister Santa Maria De La Paz, carried a false 
funnel forward of a working exhaust stack aft and had less passenger capacity 
than the first three ships, but she had more powerful engines. TREVOR JONES 

One of four 22-knot sisterships completed in the late 
1960s, Ciudad de Compostela and her sisters were fast and 

comfortable ships, with theatres and swimming pools, but 
were not well equipped to handle growing commercial ro-ro 
traffic. Sold off in the 1980s, all were later reconfigured for 
cruise or ferry work by other operators, with the 1966-built 

Juan March still in service today as Majestic International 
Cruises’ Ocean Majesty. TREVOR JONES

 Santa María de la Caridad at Durban, South Africa in the 1990s as the 
excursion vessel Estrela Do Mar, and before moving on to the Philippines, 
where she encountered mechanical problems while sailing as Coco Explorer 1, 
leading to her demolition in China during 2005. TREVOR JONES

mounted forward. All measured 
about 1,200gt, accommodated 
around 300 passengers and 
made use of twin diesels to 
provide a service speed of 15.5 
knots. When first placed in 
service, they were known for 
their heavy rolling in rough seas 
(I remember ‘throw-up’ basins 
for seasickness being fitted 
near each bunk on the ships I 
travelled in), but all were later 
fitted with stabilisers.  

They were followed into 
service by four large 9,777gt 
twin-funnelled ships, Juan 
March, Las Palmas de Gran 
Canaria, Santa Cruz de 
Tenerife and Ciudad de 
Compostela, the first two being 
completed by Union Naval 
and the second two by Soc 
Española de Const Naval. 
These 22-knot ships, besides 
being capable of carrying up 
to 750 passengers in short sea 
service, were fitted with a car 
deck that was accessible only by 
side ports, thus limiting their use 
for commercial vehicles. 

Two smaller 4,912gt vessels, 
Vicente Puchol and Antonio 
Lazaro, were completed by 
Union Naval in 1968 and 
1969, finishing what could 
be called Trasmediterránea’s 
post-war ‘classic’ building 
programme, with the 1970s 
bringing a steady shift to ro-ro 
tonnage fitted with stern ramps.

THE FUTURE
In 1978 Trasmediterránea 
was taken over by the Spanish 
government and operated as 

a state-owned company for 
nearly 25 years. During this 
period the older classical ships 
were steadily sold off and 
replaced by modern tonnage. 
In 2002 the company 
was sold to a consortium 
of which Barcelona-
headquartered Acciona 
Logística was the leading 
shareholder. Afterwards 
the Trasmediterránea name 
was changed to Acciona-
Trasmediterránea. 

Although the privatised 
company faces competition on 
its routes, which continue to 
link mainland Spain with North 
Africa and the Canary and 
Balearic Islands, it continues 
to be Spain’s largest shipping 
company and one of Europe’s 
leading passenger ferry and 
roll-on/roll-off operators. It 
currently employs 20 ships 
over 32 routes transporting 
2.5 million passengers and 
576,000 vehicles annually. 

If its pending sale is approved 
by the Spanish competition 
authorities, the Acciona group 
will sell its 92.7 per cent stake 
in the line to the Naviera Armas 
Group for €260.4 million plus 
the assumption of €127.3 
million of debt. The transaction 
will allow Acciona to focus on 
sustainable infrastructure and 
renewable energy, while Naviera 
Armas, currently operating 
14 vessels, will see its route 
structure and fleet considerably 
boosted, but there may be some 
rationalisation of both ships 
and services in the future. 
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FERRIES OF ISTANBUL 
 
 
  

Where East meets West
Colin Smith visited Istanbul in July 2015 to photograph ferry movements from the 

decks of Cunard’s Queen Victoria and at the Eminönü ferry terminal, getting a 
flavour of the variety of passenger vessels to be seen in the Bosphorus.

harbour in the world with 
local ferry services linking 
Europe to Asia and the islands 
of the Sea of Marmara. There 
is also an endless procession 
of cruise vessels calling at 
the Karaköy Yolcu Salonu 
passenger terminal, and 
freighters passing to and from 
the Black Sea transiting the 
narrow waterway. Together 
with the Dardanelles, the 
Bosphorus is one of the 

Founded by Thracian 
tribes between 
the 13th and 11th 
centuries BC and 
formerly known as 

Byzantium and Constantinople, 
Istanbul has played a key role 
in world events as a strategic 
bridge between east and west, 
which ensures it remains of 
importance today.

Istanbul is the only 
transcontinental city and 

two waterways linking the 
Mediterranean with the Sea 
of Marmara and the Black 
Sea through which navigation 
is governed by the 1936 
Montreux Convention.

Istanbul has over 14 million 
inhabitants, and crossing 
the Bosphorus is a daily 
commute for many in the city. 
At the centre of the bustling 
shipping scene are the ferries 
of Sehir Hatları (City Boat 

Sehit Metin Sulus 
under way in the 
Bosphorus.

 Dating from 1989, the impressive Fatih S. Korroturk has a capacity for up 
to 2,100 passengers.

 The 456gt Ismail Hakki Durusu, dating from 1983, heads east along the 
Bosphorus from Eminönü to Besiktas.

 Sehir Hatları ferry Caddebostan 
under way in the Bosphorus. She 
and her sisters retain the general 
layout of the Clyde-built ferries 
from 1961.
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SH Fatih, at Eminönü terminal, is 
one of the most recent batch of 
passenger ferries built in 2008.

A more recent fleet addition is 
SH Durusu, built in 2015.

 The 1981-built Sehit Mustafa Aydogdu (456gt) departs from Eminönü and 
is seen heading east to Besiktas.

 The 1,500-passenger capacity vessel Moda passes her fleetmate Sehit Sami 
Akbulut (formerly Sarayburnu) off Eminönü.

Lines), whose fleet of 28 
passenger and vehicle ferries 
have passenger capacities 
ranging from 600 to 2,100. 
The passenger ferry fleet 
ranges in age from 45 to ten 
years old. These vessels are 
complemented by a fleet of 
car ferries which, in addition 
to two Bosphorus bridges 
and a rail tunnel, provide the 
only surface transport links 
between Europe and Asia. 

Sehir Hatları essentially 
consists of four operations, 
reflecting the length of 
services operated. These are 
Inner Istanbul Ferry Lines, 
Bosphorus Lines, Adalar 
(Princes’ Islands) Lines and 
Bosphorus Tours. Sehir 
Hatları has a long history. 

EARLY FERRIES
The foundations of the 
Marmara Sea line were laid in 
1844 with the introduction 
of ferries between Sirkeci 
in Istanbul and the Prince 
Islands, between Sirkeci and 
Pendik and between Sirkeci 
and Yesilköy, and the ferry 
quays at Ízmit, Gemlik and 
Tekirdag in Istanbul under the 
Ministry of Maritime Affairs as 
the ‘Hazine-i Hassa Vapurları 
Idaresi’ (Administration of 
Ferries of the Private Treasury 
of the Ottoman Sultan). 

The company name was 
changed in 1862 to Fevaid-i 
Osmaniye Idaresi, to Idare-i 
Aziziye Idaresi in 1871, and 
to Osmanlı Seyr-i Sefain 
Idaresi in 1910. In 1933 the 
AKAY administration was 
established under the auspices 

of this company, operating 
to the Princes’ Islands in the 
Sea of Marmara and the quays 
on the Anatolian (Asian) 
side and trading as Marmara 
Lines. This company was later 

transformed into the Sehir 
Hatları Administration under 
the auspices of the General 
Directorate of the Turkish 
State Maritime Lines, which 
was established in 1937. 

The ferry operations came 
under a single operator 
in 1945, after the Golden 
Horn Ferries Co, which had 
operated on the Golden 
Horn routes since 1858, was 
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Metropolitan Municipality 
in 2010 to develop maritime 
transportation in Istanbul and 
provide services to the Princes’ 
Islands and the Golden Horn.

Clyde connections in Turkey 
are many. Fairfi eld’s shipyard 
at Govan had supplied ferries 
for the Bosphorus for almost 
60 years when, in the 1950s, 
the 18-knot Denny-built 
passenger ferries Fenerbahçe and 
Dolmabahçe, of the so-called 
‘garden type’, were constructed 
by Denny of Dumbarton, 
going on to serve the Kadıköy-
Yalova-Prince’s Islands routes. 

In the early 1960s nine 
steam-driven passenger ferries 
were built by Fairfi eld’s of 
Govan. All are gone, but 

nationalised in 1941, and the 
Sirket-i Hayriye, which was 
established in 1851 to operate 
ferries on the Bosphorus lines, 
was nationalised in 1945, 
with all their vessels being 
transferred to the Sehir Hatları 
Administration. 

 In 2005 the Sehir Hatları 
Administration, by then under 
the umbrella of the Turkey 
Maritime Organization, was 
transferred to the Istanbul 
Metropolitan Municipality as 
the result of a decision of the 
High Board of Privatisation, 
heralding a new period in the 
Sehir Hatları Administration. 
Subsequently, Istanbul Sehir 
Hatları Turizm San Tic AS 
was founded by the Istanbul 

 The ‘old design’ car ferry Bozcaada I operated by IDO. The 66-vehicle capacity car ferry Topkapi is one of the older car ferries.

 SH Kadiköy passes ro-ro vessel Vilnius Seaways (1987) as she prepares for 
departure to Black Sea ports.

 A postcard from earlier years showing three Clyde-built ferries berthed at 
Galata Bridge in Istanbul. A garden type vessel lies outside two of the Fairfield-
built steam ferries.
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the general design remains 
apparent in more recent vessels. 
Fenerbahçe, completed by 
Denny of Dumbarton in 1952, 
was withdrawn in 2008 and is 
preserved in the Golden Horn.

Today, the company 

FERRIES OF 
SEHIR HATLARI

NAME BUILT CAPACITY

Sh-Durusu 2015 700

Sh-Göksu 2015 700

Sh-GümüSsu 2015 700

SH-Kücüksu 2015 700

Sh-Sariyer 2010 1,800

Hasköy 2009 600

Kasimpasa 2009 600

Sütlüce 2009 600

Sh-Beykoz 2009 1,800

Sh-Beyoglu 2009 1,800

Sh-Kadiköy 2009 1,800

Sh-Fatih 2008 1,800

Emin Kul 1989 2,100

Fahri S. Korutürk 1989 2,100

Caddebostan 1987 1,500

Kalamis 1987 1,500

Besiktas I 1986 1,900

Moda 1986 1,500

Sehit Metin Sülüs 1986 1,500

I. Hakki Durusu 1985 1,500

Nurettin Alptogan 1985 1,500

Sehit Sami 
Akbulut

1985 1,500

Sehit Mustafa 
Aydogdu

1981 1,500

Sehit Ilker Karter 1980 1,500

Istanbul–9 1977 1,500

Ahmet H. Yildirim 1974 2,100

Baris Manço 1973 2,100

Prof Dr Aykut 
Barka

1973 2,100

The IDO car and passenger ferry Suhulet on passage from Asia to Europe.

 SH Goksu on her route between 
Kadıköy and Eminönü.

 Queen Victoria at the Karaköy 
Yolcu Salonu cruise ship terminal.

continues to link the ports 
around Istanbul and the 
Bosphorus, as well as providing 
essential links and excursions 
around the Bosphorus, Golden 
Horn and to the Princes’ 
Islands in the Sea of Marmara.

Five new passenger ferries, 
the design of which were 
selected by a ballot of Istanbul 
residents, the new generation 
of car ferries and three new 
Golden Horn ferries were 
built, while at the same 
time the older generation of 
passenger ferries and historical 
quays have been renovated 
and some of the quays and 
terminals completely rebuilt. 

Alongside the passenger 
vessels of Sehir Hatları, the 
fast ferries, sea buses and ‘old 
design’ car ferries of Istanbul 
Ferry Company (IDO, 
founded in 1987) also cross 
the Bosphorus, adding 53 ships 
to an already busy scene. 
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The maritime heritage 
of Scotland’s east coast
Nicola Lisle explores some of the 
museums that recall the maritime 
heritage of Scotland’s east coast.

developed, the technology 
behind it and what life was like 
for those working offshore. 
A poignant display is devoted 
to the Piper Alpha disaster of 
1988, in which 167 workers 
lost their lives. There is also 
a chapel dedicated to their 
memory at the Kirk of St 
Nicholas in Union Street. 

There are also displays 
devoted to Aberdeen’s 
other industries, fishing and 
shipbuilding, as well as the 
ferry service that operates to 
Orkney and Shetland, and 
which once carried passengers 
to other parts of the UK, 
including London.

Shipbuilding was a major 
industry in Aberdeen for 
over 400 years, and the 
museum has records of 
nearly 3,000 ships built in 
the city. A searchable register 

can be accessed online at 
aberdeenships.com, and 
also includes histories of 
Aberdeen’s main shipbuilders. 
The museum also owns a 
large, but not complete, 
collection of Lloyd’s registers.

There are models of some 
Aberdeen-built ships, as 
well as paintings of trawlers, 
ships and general scenes 
of Aberdeen harbour, and 
various paintings and artefacts 
relating to the fishing industry.

An archaeological display 
reflects the life and workings 
of the harbour, and includes 
the remains of an old boat 
found in the harbour. There is 
also a gift shop and café, and, 
although there is no car park 
on site, a discount is available 
from the museum reception 
to visitors using the NCP car 
park opposite the entrance.

Fishing, whaling, 
shipbuilding and 
the North Sea 
oil industry all 
helped to shape 

Scotland’s east coast. Fishing 
and shipbuilding date back 
centuries, and whaling 
flourished during the 19th 
century, with Leith, Peterhead 
and Dundee becoming the 
chief whaling ports. Dundee 
also became particularly 
known for building sturdy 
whaling ships. 

The North Sea oil industry 
sustained east coast ports 
during the latter half of the 
20th century, particularly 

Aberdeen, although this has 
recently taken a downturn. 
But Aberdeen and Peterhead 
are still centres of the offshore 
support business. A plethora 
of museums, some large, some 
small, along the east coast tells 
the story of these industries, 
bringing Scotland’s maritime 
heritage vividly to life.

Probably the most notable 
exhibit is HM Royal Yacht 
Britannia, which was launched 
at Clydebank in 1953. During 
a 44-year career, Britannia 
sailed more than a million 
miles, visiting more than 600 
ports in 135 countries, and is 
now preserved at Leith.  

ABERDEEN 
MARITIME MUSEUM
LOCATION Shiprow, Aberdeen 
AB11 5BY
TEL 01224 337700
WEB www.aberdeencity.gov.uk
OPEN Mon-Sat, 1000–1700; Sun 
1200-1500
ADMISSION Free

As you enter Aberdeen 
Maritime Museum, the 

first thing you notice is the 
scale model of the Murchison 
oil platform stretching up to 
the roof. This original scale 
model was built before the 
real platform, and is part 
of the museum’s collection 
covering the North Sea oil and 
gas industry. 

The industry has been a 
major part of Aberdeen’s 
economy since the 1970s, 
and the museum has displays 
looking at how the industry 

HMY Britannia at Leith. BRITANNIA 

PHOTOS BY NICOLA LISLE
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ROYAL YACHT 
BRITANNIA
LOCATION Ocean Terminal, Leith, 
Edinburgh EH6 6JJ
TEL 01315 555566
WEB royalyachtbritannia.co.uk
OPEN Daily; Jan-Mar 1000–1530; 
Apr-Sept 0930-1630; Oct 0930-
1600; Nov-Dec 1000-1530; closed 
Christmas Day and New Year’s Day
ADMISSION Adults £15.50, child 
£8.50 (under 5 free), family £44.50

A visit to the glorious 
‘floating palace’ that is 

the Royal Yacht Britannia is 
a very special experience. For 
more than 40 years she was 
a favourite retreat for three 
generations of Royals, as well 
as serving as an ambassador for 
British industry and taking part 
in several historic occasions, 
including the handover of 
Hong Kong in July 1997. 

Uniquely, HM The Queen 
and Prince Philip were 
involved in the design, giving 
the yacht a personal touch not 
seen in other official Royal 
residences. The distinctive dark 
blue hull was chosen to reflect 
the colour of the royal couple’s 
racing yacht Bluebottle, a 
wedding present in 1948, 
while the elegance and 
simplicity of the interior décor 
is an intriguing reflection of 

the Royal couple’s tastes and 
personalities, making for a cosy 
haven that for the Queen was 
‘the only place where I can 
truly relax’.

After her decommissioning 
in December 1997, Britannia 
was refurbished and moved to 
her current mooring at Leith.
Visitors can now step aboard 
and explore the ship’s five 
decks, including the former 
Royal apartments, the crew’s 
quarters and the engine room, 
discovering how the crew lived 
and worked. Maintenance 
and refurbishment work 
is ongoing, so one of the 
lifeboats or some of the 
onboard furnishings could be 
undergoing painting or repair 
despite the presence of visitors.

Moored alongside Britannia 
for most of the year is the 
racing yacht Bloodhound, 

another cherished possession 
of the HM The Queen and 
Prince Philip, as both Prince 
Charles and Princess Anne 
learned to sail in her. No 
visit to Britannia is complete 
without taking lunch or tea in 
the Royal Deck Restaurant, 
which offers views across the 
Forth, and there is a gift shop 
in Ocean Terminal.

 On board Britannia visitors can see the Marine’s Barracks (left) as well as the 
Officer’s Wardroom (right), among many other areas of the ship.

 On board Britannia can be seen 
the Binnacle, which was originally on 
Victoria and Albert.

 History of Oil, one of the 
museum’s exhibitions.

 Aberdeen Maritime Museum 
underwent refurbishment in 1997.

 Top section of the Murchison oil 
platform in the Aberdeen Museum.

 The Japanese warship Jho Sho 
Maru, built in Aberdeen in 1868.

Britannia’s 
Funnel.
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RRS DISCOVERY
LOCATION Discovery Point, Discovery 
Quay, Dundee DD1 4XA
TEL 01382 309060
WEB rrsdiscovery.com
OPEN Apr-Oct, Mon-Sat, 10am-6pm; 
Sunday 11am-6pm; Nov-Mar, Mon-Sat, 
10am-5pm; Sun 11am-5pm; closed 25-
26 Dec and 1-2 Jan.
ADMISSION Adults £9.25, concession 
£7.25, child £5.50, family ticket £27 
(includes free re-entry for 12 months)

RRS Discovery is the 
ship that took Captain 

Scott, Ernest Shackleton, 
Edward Wilson and others 
on their expedition to the 
Antarctic from August 
1901. Built in Dundee in 
1900-01, Discovery was the 
first purpose-built scientific 
research ship intended for 
Antarctic exploration. After 
Scott’s first expedition, she 
was sold to the Hudson’s 
Bay Company and converted 
into a cargo vessel, later being 
used to carry munitions 
during World War I.  In the 
1920s she was converted 

back to a research ship 
based on the original 1901 
design, and, after serving 
as a whaling research ship 
and later as a training ship 
for sea scouts, came back to 
Dundee in 1986 and opened 
as a visitor attraction soon 
afterwards.

Visitors see the ship as she 
was laid out in 1924, which is 
very close to how she would 
have looked when Scott 
sailed in her to the Antarctic. 
The main deck, galley, mess 
deck and wardroom give 
an insight into the way 
the crew lived, including 
the food they ate and the 
hardships they endured. 

There is an impressive range 
of artefacts representing all 
phases of Discovery’s history. 
Most relate to the building of 
the ship and the first Antarctic 
expedition, and include some 
of the crew’s personal items, 
notably Scott’s pipe, without 
which he was rarely seen, as 
well as objects relating to 
Antarctic discoveries. 

SCOTTISH FISHERIES 
MUSEUM

LOCATION St Ayles, Harbourhead, 
Anstruther, Fife KY10 3AB
TEL 01333 310628
WEB scotfishmuseum.org
OPEN Apr–Sept, Mon-Sat, 1000–1730; 
Sun 1100-1700; Oct-Mar, Mon-Sat, 
1000-1630; Sun 1200-1630
ADMISSION Adults £9, concessions £7, 
children free

Housed in a collection of historic 
buildings at the old fishing port 

of Anstruther, this museum tells the 
story of sea fishing in Scotland, from 
the earliest days to the present. 
At its heart is a fleet of more than 
20 full-sized boats; two of these, 
the museum boat Reaper and the 
recently-restored White Wing, are 
seagoing vessels that sail to various 
events around the Scottish coast. 

Reaper is listed on the National 
Register of Historic Ships, along 
with two others, Research and Lively 
Hope, while many of the others are 
on the small boats register. At the 
moment, visitors can not board 
any of the boats, but there are 
viewing platforms, and the museum 
is looking into the possibility of 
visits aboard in the future. 

At the working boatyard, visitors 
can watch boats being restored. The 
museum takes on trainees to learn 
boatbuilding skills, thereby ensuring 
the continuation of one of the town’s 
traditional skills. Other highlights 
include models of ships, maritime 

paintings and a notable collection of 
fishermen’s clothing. 

One of the new galleries tells the 
story of the whaling industry, which 
existed in Anstruther before the 
development of some of Scotland’s 
bigger whaling ports, such as Leith 
and Dundee. Recent discoveries 
show that the Anstruther Whale 
Fishery Company was based in one 
of the museum buildings.

One of the museum’s recent 
acquisitions is a whalebone arch, 
which was on display in the nearby 
village of Cellardyke until it became 
unsafe, and which is now undergoing 
preservation. The exhibition 
gallery has around four temporary 
exhibitions a year, from the 
museum’s collections or featuring 
invited artists and photographers.

Another recent acquisition by 
the museum has been the former 
Empire Cinema in Anstruther, which 
is being converted into an area 
for working on boat restoration. 
The gift shop and café have also 
recently been refurbished.

 Restored sailing herring drifter 
Reaper, registered in Fraserburgh 
in 1902, and now a flagship of the 
Scottish Fisheries Museum’s fleet.

 The harbour at Fraserburgh, a 
major fishing town, in 1890.

Aerial view of the historic 
buildings making up the 

Scottish Fisheries Museum.
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 Arbroath Signal Tower houses a museum about the Bell Rock lighthouse.  The firgate Unicorn, at her Dundee berth, can be boarded by visitors.

PETERHEAD
LOCATION Arbuthnot Museum, 

St Peter Street, Peterhead, 

Aberdeenshire AB42 1QD

TEL 01779 477778 or 01771 622807

WEB aberdeenshire.gov.uk

Models, photographs and a range of 

artefacts tell the story of Peterhead’s 

fishing and whaling heritage. It 

includes a rolling programme of 

temporary exhibitions.

ARBROATH
LOCATON Arbroath Signal Tower 

Museum, Ladyloan, Arbroath, 

Angus DD11 1PU

TEL 01241 435329

WEB archive.angus.gov.uk/historyaa/

museums/signaltower

Housed in the former shore station 

for the Bell Rock Lighthouse, which 

lies 11 miles offshore, this museum 

features models and historic artefacts 

connected to the history of the 

lighthouse and Arbroath’s fishing and 

maritime heritage.

DUNDEE
LOCATON HM Frigate Unicorn, Victoria 

Dock, Dundee DD1 3BP

TEL 01382 200900

WEB frigateunicorn.org

Launched in 1824, HMS Unicorn is 

one of the six oldest ships in the 

world, and Scotland’s only surviving 

wooden warship. Visitors can explore 

the four decks and find out about life 

at sea, shipbuilding and the Royal 

Navy in Dundee.

EYEMOUTH
LOCATION Eyemouth Museum, Auld 

Kirk, Manse Road, Eyemouth, Scottish 

Borders TD14 5JE

TEL 01890 751701

WEB eyemouthmuseum.org

Explores the hardships faced by 

the local fisher families and looks at 

how local agriculture contributed 

to the development of the port. 

It also features the Eyemouth  

Tapestry, which commemorates the 

189 fishermen lost at sea when a 

hurricane struck in October 1881.

LOSSIEMOUTH
LOCATION Lossiemouth Fisheries and 

Community Museum, Pitgaveny Quay, 

Lossiemouth IV31 6TW

TEL 01343 813772

WEB lossiemuseum.co.uk

This independent museum opened in 

1984 and features models, paintings, 

photographs and other artefacts 

relating to the fishing industry in 

Lossiemouth and the Moray Firth, 

as well as the lighthouse at Covesea 

Skerries and boatbuilding at Buckie.

OTHER MUSEUMS ON SCOTLAND’S EAST COAST

EYEMOUTH 
MARITIME CENTRE
LOCATION Harbour Road, Eyemouth, 
Berwickshire TD14 5HY
TEL 01890 751020
WEB worldofboats.org
OPEN Apr-Oct, Mon-Sat 1000–1700; 
Sun 1000-1600
ADMISSION Free

Situated next to the historic 
fishing harbour, the 

Eyemouth Maritime Centre 
(museum is currently closed; 
check website for updates) 
features a collection of boats, 
models and other artefacts 
that reflect Britain’s nautical 
past, from fishing and whaling 
to smuggling. The boats are 
set amid atmospheric scenes 
that bring the past to life, with 
lifesize models of smugglers, 
fishermen and other characters. 

The museum looks small, 
but with displays spread across 
two floors, and with many 
information boards giving 
histories of various aspects of 
the nation’s seafaring past, 
there is plenty to see.

Whaling is a major focus; 
there are histories of whaling, 
details of whaling methods and 
whaling products, and models 

of whaling boats. Smuggling, 
and how smuggling gangs 
operated, is also well covered. 

There is a detailed section 
on Cutty Sark, which has a 
Scottish connection in that 
the name was derived from 
Robert Burns’ poem ‘Tam 
O’Shanter’. Other clipper 
ships in the same fleet also 
took their names from Burns’ 
poetry. As well as explaining 
this local connection, there is 
also a detailed history of the 
ship herself, from her design, 
construction and her 70-year 
career to her restoration. 

On the upper floor are 
World War II lifeboats, 
dinghies, reed boats, 

collapsible boats and fishing 
coracles, all again backed up 
with detailed information 
boards. There is also a 
changing programme of 
temporary exhibitions. Once 
finished in the museum, 
visitors can stroll along the 
harbour and explore the rest 
of the town, with its strong 
maritime connections. 
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CHARTROOM
 SHIPS MAIL

Write to Ships Mail, 
Ships Monthly, Kelsey 
Publishing, Cudham 

Tithe Barn, Berrys Hill, Cudham, Kent 
TN16 3AG, or email sm.ed@kelsey.co.uk. 
Please note that letters via email must 
enclose sender’s full postal address. 
Contributions to Ships Monthly must 
be exclusive and must not be sent to 
other publications. The editor reserves 
the right to edit material. Kelsey 
Publishing reserves the right to reuse any 
submission sent in any format. 

Can you help 
Maid of the Loch?
People from around the world 
are supporting a crowdfunding 
campaign to help get Maid of the 
Loch, the UK’s last built paddle 
steamship, sailing on Loch Lomond 
again. The campaign was launched 
on 27 October 2017 to raise 
£125,000 in six weeks in order to buy 
a new boiler (£90,000) and pay for its 
installation (£35,000). The campaign 
also included an amnesty appeal to 
find parts from the paddler that went 
missing when she was left in 1981.

The largest donation was a 
gift worth £25,000 from Graeme 
Varley in Manchester. He was born 

in Greenock and spent his early 
childhood there. As a teenager in 
the early 1960s, he used to sail on 
the Maid, as well as other Clyde 
steamers, and was inspired by 
his happy memories.

From Calgary, in Alberta, Canada 
came CA$5,500, given by members 
of the Humble family in memory of 
author, journalist and photographer 
Ben Humble MBE (1903-1977), who 

overcame total deafness to become 
one of the pioneers of Mountain 
Rescue in Scotland. Ben’s books and 
articles covered every aspect of the 
Scottish outdoors, and soon after 
the end of World War II he shared 
his lifelong enthusiasm for the Clyde 
and Loch steamers with a popular 
series of guide books, which included 
Sailing Down the Clyde, Sailing up 
Loch Lomond and The Three Lochs.

Another response came from New 
Zealand and one of the Maid’s first 
members of staff, who returned of 
missing parts of the ship. Alastair 
Brown, the first Purser to work on 
the Maid, sent the original clicker 
used to count the people on and off 
of the ship. The original build plate, 
with the name of the shipbuilder and 
date, was also returned.

The generous response to our 
appeal has been truly heartening and 
we would like to say a huge thanks 
to everyone who has supported us. 
We had donations coming in every 
day of the campaign, some small, 
some large. The campaign ended on 
8 December 2017, and the charity 
are hoping that any readers will be 
inspired to support us in restoring 
Maid of the Loch. To donate or 
respond to the appeal for missing 
items go to www.maidoftheloch.org. 
John Beveridge, Director 
Loch Lomond Steamship Co

Clyde Veteran
Regarding the news item ‘Clyde 
Veteran sold to American’ (SM, Jan), 
as a volunteer who has operated 
within the confines of the Riverside/ 
Pointhouse complex since the 
opening of the site in June 2011, I 
can advise that at no time has the 
passenger motor vessel The Second 
Snark undertaken a service between 

Govan on the south bank of the River 
Clyde and Yorkhill on the north, a 
distance of barely 100m. She is much 
too large for such an operation. 

Rather, from time to time, she has 
been observed on occasion alongside 
the pontoon berth upriver of the 
Museum at the western end of Yorkhill 
Quay undertaking Clyde River charter 
cruises over the years.

The considerably smaller Ellens 
Isle, however, has operated the annual 
summer-only (June-September) free 
passenger ferry service since 2015, 
running between Govan and her 
pontoon berth at the confluence of 
the Rivers Kelvin and Clyde, adjacent 
to the Riverside Museum.
Alan Blackwood
Dundonald, South Ayrshire

      

Discovery engines
The article Country House cruising 
(SM, Jan) describes the cruise ship 
Discovery (formerly Princess Cruises’ 
Island Princess). However, she actually 
had four ten-cylinder Fiat Medium 
speed main engines and not three 
ten-cylinder and a single eight-
cylinder Fiat engines as stated.
David H. Brown
San Rafael, California

Viking Viscount 
As stated in recent issues of Ships 
Monthly, the Herald of Free Enterprise 
disaster should never have happened. 
In Portsmouth, at least two years 
before the Herald disaster, CCTV 
cameras were installed on the car 
decks of Viking Venturer and Viking 
Valiant, and these should have shown 
to those on the bridge the problem 
on the car deck immediately.

Northern Star
I very much enjoyed the article on 
the classic liners Southern Cross and 
Northern Star by Stephen Payne 
(SM, Jan), as I travelled on both ships 
during the 1970s. Stephen Payne 
noted the problems associated 

with Northern Star’s engine room, 
particularly the cramped space. I 
was lucky enough to visit the engine 
room during one voyage and took 
some photographs, which may be 
of interest, as I suggest they are 
probably quite rare.

On another matter, I recently read 
the Haynes Workshop Manual on 
Queen Elizabeth 2, which was also 
written by Stephen Payne, which I 
much enjoyed.
Tony Riddett
Horsham, West Sussex
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With monitors on the bridge 
and in the engine control room, we 
were able to see exactly what was 
happening at both the bow and stern 
doors, and elsewhere on the car deck. 
The cameras were also quite useful 
when we were at sea to monitor 
passengers illegally accessing the 
car decks to go to their caravans, 

start their stoves and boil a kettle, 
something that actually occurred, 
even though they were surrounded by 
vehicles, no doubt with full fuel tanks.

Initially, Viking Venturer also had 
a vibration problem, much to the 
annoyance of the Saturday Night Disc 
Jockey, who complained he was only 
able to play taped music. However, 

when an anti-vibration skew back 
propeller was fitted to the centre of 
the three propeller shafts, this cured 
the problem and the DJ was at last 
able to play music using his turntable. 
There were, of course, other more 
significant benefits.
George Munn
Southport

Cruise and Maritime
I very much enjoyed Richard 
Clammer’s article on CMV (SM, Jan) 
and their cruise ships. Like many, I 
came to cruising after retirement and 
have been lucky enough to sail on 
several smaller ships, although I have 
always come back to Marco Polo. The 
ship has a unique atmosphere, and I 
have made many like-minded friends 
on this wonderful classic ship. 

It was suggested earlier in 2017 
that the ship was to be retired in 2018, 
but thankfully this was incorrect and, 
as your article has confirmed, she is 
booking well into 2019. On my most 
recent trip on her in September 2017 
to Greenland, I learnt that she was to 
be dry-docking in November 2017 
as usual for her annual service, but 
was not returning to service until the 
end of March 2018, and was having a 
complete refit, which included major 
alterations to her interior. Good news 
for all who love this remarkable ship.
David Daniels
Doncaster

I noted that the new aircraft carrier 
Queen Elizabeth (see SM, Dec 2017) 
had the pennant number R08, and 
recalled that I had taken photos of 
a previous Royal Navy ship with the 
same pennant number. Looking 
through my collection, I found 
photos of HMS Bulwark (R08) taken 
in Grand Harbour Valletta, Malta. 

HMS Bulwark was built as a 

Centaur class light aircraft carrier 
and commissioned in 1954. In 1958 
she decommissioned to undergo 
conversion to a commando carrier 
(see Ship of the Month, p.33) and in 
1960 was recommissioned. 

My photos were taken in the 
early 1970s as the Royal Navy began 
their withdrawal from Malta, and 
the ship was moored to buoys there 

for an extended stay. While the RN 
was departing Malta, naval ships 
still made port visits to the island. 
Valletta was a regular port of call, 
and had been since the days of 
Admiral Nelson in 1800. 

Among my photo collection of RN 
ships in Grand Harbour at this time is 
HMS Blake (C99), a Tiger class light 
cruiser, launched in 1945, but not 

commissioned until 1961. From 1965 
to 1969 she underwent a conversion 
to a helicopter and command cruiser. 
I also took photos of HMS London 
(D16), a County class destroyer, 
and the Leander class frigates HMS 
Euryalus (F15) and Hermione (F58), 
as well as USS Rich (820).
David H. Brown
San Rafael, California

I much enjoyed the article about the 
ever-growing cruise company Cruise 
& Maritime Voyages (SM, Jan). 
Thanks to this article I have finally 
found out that Funchal actually 
did sail for CMV, as I had not been 

certain about this. The photo of 
Funchal I took on 15 June 2017 
shows her laid up side by side with 
Porto at Lissabon North. 
Frans Truyens
Antwerp

Cruise ship Funchal sailing for CMV

Pennant numbers and warships visiting Valletta in the 1960s
HMS Bulwark (R08) in Grand Harbour, Valetta, photographed 
after she had been converted into a commando carrier.

USS Rich (820), a Gearing class destroyer commissioned into 
the United States navy in 1946, in the Mediterranean.

Plymouth Merchant 
Navy Monument
A new monument dedicated 
to those who have served in 
vessels under the red or blue 
ensigns is planned to be built on 
Plymouth Hoe. Despite its long 
seafaring history, Plymouth has no 
monument to merchant seafarers.

The planned sculpture on a base 
of Dartmoor granite will recall the 
critical role of the merchant navy 
and fishing fleets in times of both 
peace and war. The aim is to have 
the monument built and unveiled 
in 2020 during the celebrations to 
mark the 400th Anniversary of the 
sailing of the Mayflower.

The Plymouth Merchant Navy 
Monument (No.1167934) charity’s 
website mnmonument.uk contains 
details of the appeal to fund the 
project, which has strong support 
from Plymouth City Council and 
local armed service associations. If 
you are able assist or want further 
information, visit the website.

The photographs of the ferries Baltic 
Princess, Amorella and Galaxy, on 
page 39 of the February issue, should 
have been credited to Jonathan Allen. 
The photograph of CFL Prudence at 
Terneuzen in Ships Pictorial was taken 
by Graham Prosser.
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CHARTROOM
Date Arr/dep Ship Operator  GT

AVONMOUTH (BRISTOL)
31 1100/1830 Marco Polo Cruise & Maritime Voyages 22,080

BELFAST
19 0930/2045 Astoria Cruise & Maritime Voyages 16,144

CORK/COBH
21 1200/2000 Astoria Cruise & Maritime Voyages 16,144

DOVER
29 0800/1600 Boudicca Fred. Olsen Cruises 28,551

DUBLIN
20 1100/2130 Astoria Cruise & Maritime Voyages 16,144

FALMOUTH
29 0800/1800 Saga Sapphire Saga Cruises 37,049

INVERGORDON
27 0900/1930 AIDAvita AIDA Cruises 42,289

ISLES OF SCILLY (ST MARY’S)
22  0800/1800 Astoria Cruise & Maritime Voyages 16,144

KIRKWALL
14 0700/1700 Magellan Cruise & Maritime Voyages 46,052
16 0900/1800 Astoria Cruise & Maritime Voyages 16,144
28 0800/1800 AIDAvita AIDA Cruises 42,289

LERWICK
13 0700/1900 Magellan Cruise & Maritime Voyages 46,052
29 0800/1930 AIDAvita AIDA Cruises 42,289

PORTSMOUTH
1 0800/1700 Saga Pearl II Saga Cruises 18,627
17 0800/1700 Saga Pearl II Saga Cruises 18,627

SOUTHAMPTON
9 0630/1630 Aurora P&O Cruises 76,152

Date Arr/dep Ship Operator  GT
9 0700/1630 Oriana P&O Cruises 69,840
10 0730/1730 Balmoral Fred. Olsen Cruises 43,537
11 0700/1630 Oceana P&O Cruises 77,499
15 0800/1600 Saga Sapphire Saga Cruises 37,049
17 0530/1630 Braemar Fred. Olsen Cruises 24,344
21 0630/1630 Aurora P&O Cruises 76,152
21 0630/1630 Oriana P&O Cruises 69,840
23 0630/1630 Oceana P&O Cruises 77,499
23 0630/1630 Azura P&O Cruises 115,055
23 0630/1630 Queen Victoria Cunard Line 90,049
24 0730/1730 Balmoral Fred. Olsen Cruises 43,537
26 0630/1630 Oceana P&O Cruises 77,499
27 0630/1630 Queen Victoria Cunard Line 90,049
28 0700/1630 Ventura P&O Cruises 116,017
28 0800/1600 Saga Sapphire Saga Cruises 37,049
30 0630/1630 Britannia P&O Cruises 143,000

ST PETER PORT (Guernsey)
23 0800/1800 Astoria Cruise & Maritime Voyages 16,144
30 0800/1800 Saga Sapphire Saga Cruises 37,049

STORNOWAY
17 0700/1700 Astoria Cruise & Maritime Voyages 16,144

TILBURY
4 0700/1500 Magellan Cruise & Maritime Voyages 46,052
8 0800/1500 Astoria Cruise & Maritime Voyages 16,144
14 0800/1600 Astoria Cruise & Maritime Voyages 16,144
16 0800/1600 Magellan Cruise & Maritime Voyages 46,052
25 0900/1530 Astoria Cruise & Maritime Voyages 16,144
31 0900/1800 Magellan Cruise & Maritime Voyages 46,052

TOBERMORY
18 0700/1800 Astoria Cruise & Maritime Voyages 16,144
NOTES This information is given in good faith, and neither the authors nor Ships Monthly can be held 
responsible for any changes to ship arrivals or departures.

Ports of call • March Compiled by Donna and Andrew Cooke

MYSTERY SHIP

This month’s mystery photo shows a 
classic liner, but which one? What was 
her name? When was she built and 
with which company did she serve? 
Did she have any sisterships? When 
and where did she serve? Where was 
the photo taken? And what was the 
ship’s ultimate fate? 

Send your answers, including a 
postal address, by email to 

sm.ed@kelsey.co.uk, or by post to 
Mystery Ship, Ships Monthly, Kelsey Media, 
Cudham Tithe Barn, Berrys Hill, Cudham, 
Kent TN16 3AG. Emails preferred.

JANUARY’S 
MYSTERY

of 29 knots. She carried a crew of 
1,434 at her full compliment.

The photograph shows her in a 
light condition, probably during trials. 
Modifications made during the war 
altered her appearance significantly. 
A topmast was added to the derrick 
stump and an enlarged bridge 
structure was fitted, along with the 
addition of aircraft runways on both 
B and Q turrets, which detracted 
from her original clean and balanced 
appearance. She was a victim of 
the Washington Treaty and was 
dismantled at Rosyth in March 1932.
Donald Macmillan
Oakville, Ontario, Canada

HMS Tiger was originally intended to 
be a fourth member of the Lion class, 
but was radically redesigned so that 
her third main turret could fire astern. 
Her armour was nine inches thick on 
the belt and turrets. The photograph 
was probably taken during the war 
in Scapa Flow, judging by the bleak, 
barren hills in the background, and 
the lack of a main mast. She took part 
in two major actions during World 
War I, Dogger Bank in 1915 and 
Jutland in 1916. In both actions she 
was noted for her mediocre shooting.
Peter Clarke, Staines

The ship is HMS Tiger in her original 
configuration, and in my opinion the 
most perfectly proportioned capital 
ship ever built. She was one of a 
kind, a class by herself. Laid down 
at the John Brown Shipyard on 20 
June 1912, she was launched on 15 
December 1913 and completed on 
14 October 1914. Measuring 704ft by 
90ft 6in, with a draught of 29ft 4in, 
she displaced 29,560 tons. 

Her main armament consisted 
of eight 13.5-inch and 12 six-inch 
45-calibre guns. Her direct drive 
turbines delivered 108,000shp 
through four screws for a top speed 
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 SHIPS LIBRARY

With the 50th anniversary of the 
building of the famous liner Queen 
Elizabeth 2 being celebrated 
recently, this new book provides a 
detailed account of how the ship 
was designed, developed and 

The building of 
Queen Elizabeth 2
Michael Gallagher
Published by Ferry Publications, 
PO Box 33, Ramsey, Isle of Man 
IM99 4LP; tel 01624 898445, 
info@lilypublications.co.uk; 
160 pages; price £24 plus p&p

built. Much has been written about 
Queen Elizabeth 2, with the claim of 
this volume that she is the world’s 
most famous ship, and this new 
book adds a new dimension to the 
extensive literature about her. 

The Building of Queen Elizabeth 
2 tells not only the story in detail of 
the construction of this magnifi cent 
ship and the struggle by both 
shipowner and shipyard to get her 
into service, but also the story of the 
aborted Q3 project that led to QE2 
and the debate about whether she 
should have been a three-class or a 
two-class ship. This book tells the 

complete story with a wealth of new 
information and unseen images. 
The text is extremely thorough and 
detailed, with the focus on how the 
ship was completed and entered 
service. Highly recommended. JM

Engines of Empire
Douglas R. Burgess

In 1859 the steamship Great Eastern 
departed from England on her 
maiden voyage. She was a wonder 
of the 19th century, with paddles 
the size of Ferris wheels; her decks 
could hold 4,000 passengers bound 
for America, or 10,000 troops bound 
for the Raj. Yet she ended her days 
as a fl oating carnival before being 
dismantled in 1889.

Steamships like Great Eastern 
occupied a singular place in the 
Victorian mind. Crossing oceans, 
ferrying tourists and troops, they 
became emblems of nationalism 
and modernity, and, during the 19th 
century, the spectacle of a ship’s 
launch was a symbol of British social 
and technological progress. 

Engines of Empire tells the story 
of the complex relationship between 
Victorians and their steamships, 
following famous travellers like Mark 
Twain, Charles Dickens and Jules 
Verne, as well as tourists and imperial 
administrators as they crossed oceans 
bound for the colonies. It looks more at 
the stories of the steamships and their 
role in the wider context, rather than 
focussing on the ships themselves, 
and the work is text-heavy. NL
• Published by Stanford University 
Press; contact Combined Academic 
Publishers, Windsor House, Cornwall 
Road, Harrogate HG1 2PW; tel 01423 
52630; www.combinedacademic.co.uk; 
hardback price £28.99.

Ocean Liner Sunset
Theodore W. Scull

This is a farewell to some of the classic 
liners in service between 1980 and 
2016. The third in the series on personal 
ocean liner travel recollections by 
Ted Scull covers 13 liners from Stefan 
Battory to Queen Mary 2, and includes 
Oriana, Canberra and Rotterdam, 
looking at their histories, their routes 
and life on board, and includes many 
outstanding photographs. NL
• Published by Overview Press Limited, 
Mayes House, Vansittart Estate, 
Windsor, SL4 1SE; www.overviewpress.
co.uk; price £16 plus postage.

Engines of Empire

Ocean Liner Sunset
The Naval War in The 
Baltic 1939-1945
Poul Grooss

Britain’s role in naval operations in 
the Baltic was restricted mainly to 
minelaying and air attacks by the 
RAF on German coastal regions, 
targets often being selected as a 
result of messages from Bletchley 
Park. However, the Baltic witnessed 
continuous and ferocious fi ghting 
throughout World War II, from the 
shelling of the fort at Westerplatte, on 
the Polish coast, on 1 September 1939, 
to the loss of thousands of German 

refugees at sea in May 1945, and many 
other incidents in between.

This book chronicles that naval 
warfare and describes major events 
such as the Siege of Leningrad, the 
Soviet campaign against Sweden in 
1942, the three wars in Finland from 
1939 to 1944, the Soviet liberation 
of the Baltic states, the German 
evacuation of two million people 
from the East, and the Soviet race 
westwards in 1945.

It includes fascinating insights 
into Swedish cooperation with 
Germany, the use of the Baltic to 
train U-boats crews for the Battle of 
the Atlantic, secret weapons trials in 
Peenemunde, and the threat of new 
and revolutionary German submarine 
technology. The political and military 
context is explained, while the details 
of ships, radar, artillery, mines and 
aircraft are all covered. NH
• Published by Seaforth Publishing, 47 
Church Street, Barnsley South Yorkshire 
S70 2AS; tel 01226 734555, info@
seaforthpublishing.com, hardback, 
400 pages, price £30.

flYING focUs • Gale 
Warning Calendar 2018
Flying Focus’ maritime aerial 
photographer Herman IJsseling 
conquered the elements to take 
photos of ships in heavy weather 
in the North Sea. Their heavy-duty 
Cessna Skymaster aircraft was tested 

to the limits during fl ights in gale-
force winds from Texel airport. The 
results are impressive photos of ships 
in heavy weather, and feature in the 
Gale Warning calendar 2018.
• The calendar is 30cm by 38cm; 
price €18.50 excluding postage; also 
available are books of aerial photos; 
see www.fl yingfocus.nl for details.
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To Advertise: Telephone 01732 445325

Whisky and Water:
Expat Life in Dubai
Please do read my book Whisky
and Water : Expat Life in Dubai’
published by Amazon on kindle, Code
B019G8YPOM
Tel 01473 421 742
Or email: dick.brooks@hotmail.co.uk

Memorabilia
Ocean Liner memorabilia for sale including

White Star, Cunard, French Line,
Royal Yachts and Royal Navy.
Cobwebs, 78 Northam Road

Southampton
02380227458

NAVAL/MARITIME BOOKS
BOUGHT AND SOLD.

Send for our Free Monthly Catalogues.
GERALD LEE MARITIME BOOKS.

PO Box 259, Bexhill-on-Sea, East Sussex TN40 9FH

Tel: 01424 218007.
Email- enquiries@leemaritimebooks.com

PHOTOTRANSPORT

Superb quality colour prints from the
Don Smith Collection from the 1930s to
present day of passenger/cruise/cargo

vessels, tugs and warships.
Print sizes up to 18”x12”

For list and sample please send
£3.95 to Mr D. Smith, 53 Wharf Road,

Wormley, Herts. EN10 6HZ
Email: mail@phototransport.com
Please mention Ships Monthly when responding

If you are looking for a good home for your
treasured pictures then please email us or

write to us at the above.
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www.phototransport.com

BOOKS

SHIPPING BOOKS FOR SALE, RARE
AND SECONDHAND, ALL ASPECTS.
Including Sail, Steam, Naval, Coastal & Cross-channel, Shipping Line
histories. Shipbuilding, Shipwrecks etc., Free bi-monthly catalogues
from Terry Smith, 62 Chapelfield, Freethorpe, Norwich, NR13 3LY.

Tel: 01493 700004. Email: terence.smith578@btinternet.com

By Michael Pearson
Available from the publishers Pen & Sword Ltd

Tel: 01226 734222
website: pen-and-sword.co.uk

Available in paperback and ebook format,
complete with maps, diagrams, illustrations and

detailed appendices

Also available from Amazon.co.uk / whsmith.co.uk /
Bookdepository.co.uk

and all good bookshops and online retailers.
mikepearsonwriter.co.uk

THE OHIO AND MALTA
The epic voyage of ‘the
ship that saved Malta’
in the Pedestal convoy,

August 1942.

RED SKY IN THE MORNING
The battle for convoy

JW51B that had
far-reaching effects
for the Kriegsmarine.
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WORLD SHIP SOCIETY

www.worldshipsociety.org

Founded in 1947, the World Ship Society has some 2,000 members worldwide who are interested in ships, past and present. Its monthly journal “Marine News” and its naval 

companion ”Warships” are bywords for accurate information. 

MARINE NEWS - comprehensive listings of merchant ship activity for enthusiasts – some 10,000 entries a year covering launches, name and ownership changes, casualties 

and demolitions, in a 64-page digital magazine delivered to members’ computers around the � rst of each month. There are feature articles, topical warship coverage, photographs 

and Society news.

MARINE NEWS SUPPLEMENT - The monthly digital supplement to ‘Marine News’ contains supplementary photographs Fleet Lists and long feature articles covering modern and historical subjects. 

NEW PUBLICATION – Everard of Greenhithe: 2nd Edition Completely Updated by K.S. Garrett. 

Hardback, 288 A4 pages dealing with 479 vessels the majority illustrated in colour or black and white. Tells the complete story of one of the UK’s best-known and much-missed coaster � eets from inception to 

� nal demise in 2006. Available from WSS, 274 Seven Sisters Road, Willingdon, Eastbourne, BN22 0QW United Kingdom, price £30 to members (quoting membership number) or £36 to non-members plus P & P £3 

(UK), £13 (Europe) & £20 (RoW). Payment may be made by GBP cheque or credit card. For the latter please state whether Visa or Mastercard and quote card number, exact name on card, card expiry date, card 

validation number and address of cardholder. 

BRANCHES - The World Ship Society has over 50 local branches worldwide which hold monthly meetings involving slide shows, Powerpoint presentations and illustrated talks given by invited speakers and 

Branch members. 

MEMBERSHIP - annual membership of the World Ship Society (includes 12 digital copies of “Marine News” and digital Supplements per annum) costs £24 (£20 outside UK and EU). Get a trial digital copy of 

‘Marine News’ by e-mailing your name and address to:

 membershipsecretary@worldshipsociety.org or write to the Membership Secretary, World Ship Society, 17 Birchdale Road, Appleton, Warrington, Cheshire WA4 5AR (UK) www.worldshipsociety.org

HMS BIRMINGHAM • Conrad Waters reviews the long and 
distinguished career of the Royal Navy Town class cruiser.

FINNLINES • A look at the Finnish shipping company, 
which has operated ships in many waters and undergone 
several ownership changes since it was founded in 1947. 

P&O’S CLASSIC LINER CANTON • Stephen Payne 
profi les P&O Line’s Canton, the last pre-World War II 
P&O liner, which was in service beween 1938 and 1962.

THE NORWEGIAN 
COASTAL EXPRESS
Gordon Turner describes the famous Hurtigruten, its ships, 
history and the lifeline service that it provides along the 
Norwegian coast and into the Arctic Circle.

NEXT 
ISSUE
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THE  LAST WORD

Robert Bamberg, master 
of Viking Ocean Cruises’ 
Viking Sky, talks to Paul 
Brown about his career 
and his new command.

WHAT DREW YOU TO A 
CAREER AT SEA? 
I was born and brought up close 
to the sea in Mariehamn, in the 
Åland Islands, in the Baltic at the 
entrance to the Gulf of Bothnia 
between Finland and Sweden. 
The islanders have a great history 
as mariners, and even today many 
are sailors, and several shipping 
companies are based there. The 
last commercial oceangoing 
sailing ships were operated 

from Mariehamn by Gustaf 
Erikson until 1947, one of which, 
Pommern, is now a museum 
ship there. My father was chief 
electrical engineer on the 
ferries between Mariehamn and 
Stockholm, and I started working 
on them as a deck boy aged 15. 

HOW DID YOUR CAREER 
DEVELOP? 
I progressed through officer 
training at the Åland Maritime 
Academy, and worked on tankers 
and cargo ships. In 1995 I joined 
cruise ships as First Officer on Star 
Cruises in the Far East. After that 
I joined Fred. Olsen Cruises and 
commanded all four ships in their 
present fleet before joining Viking 

Ocean Cruises in November 2016 
on Viking Star. In January 2017 
I joined the new Viking Sky. 

WHAT IS IT LIKE 
WORKING WITH VIKING? 
I was attracted to Viking because 
of the vision of the founder 
and chairman, Torstein Hagen. 
From a leading position in the 
river cruise industry, Viking has 
expanded into ocean cruises at 
a phenomenal rate with a fleet of 
brand new ships. The first, Viking 
Star, was completed in March 
2015, and was later joined by 
Viking Sea, Viking Sky and Viking 
Sun, so that there are now four 
ships in service, with four more on 
order, the first of which, Viking’s 
fifth ship, will be Viking Orion. 

HOW HAS VIKING 
DIFFERENTIATED ITSELF 
FROM OTHER CRUISE 
COMPANIES? 
The key thing is the distinctive 
Nordic ambience and décor 
of the ships, with a strong 
programme of activities 
emphasising the culture and 
history of the destinations visited. 
Exploration is a theme we have 
developed, for example in our 

A view �om
 the BridgeA view �om
 the Bridge

Explorers’ Lounge, which features 
ship models and artefacts from 
the era of Arctic and Antarctic 
exploration and also has 
panoramic views over the ship’s 
bow, while on Deck 2 we have 
a Viking museum with artefacts 
and costumes. The cruises have 
been described as ‘for thinking, 
not drinking’. We have no casino, 
no photographers and no black 
tie dinners. We have a very good 
team aboard Viking Sky, with 
crew members of 36 nationalities, 
and they make the ship.

WHAT IS THE MOST 
DIFFICULT PART OF 
YOUR JOB? 
Dealing with whatever weather is 
thrown at us. Safety must come 
first, and I sometimes have to 
make the decision not to enter 
a port when conditions are 
unfavourable. Also, as a cruise 
ship captain you need good 
social skills, and this is the part of 
the job I enjoy most.

WHAT ARE YOUR 
FAVOURITE 
DESTINATIONS? 
There are many, but I particularly 
like Far East ports, such as 
Singapore, Hong Kong and Ho 
Chi Minh City. The new Viking 
Orion will be based in the Far East.

HOW DO YOU RELAX 
WHEN ON LEAVE? 
I work ten weeks on, ten weeks 
off. My family comes first: my wife 
is a Filipino, we met at sea, and we 
have three daughters, aged 21, 
19 and ten. As well as our home 
in Mariehamn, we have a small 
summer house in the islands and 
enjoy fishing and gardening. 
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Another New Year, which hopefully will be full of positive thoughts and happiness for us all…Well we can only but hope, but one
thing we do know is that these fantastic Award Winning DVDs will bring happiness to all ship enthusiasts wherever you are, so
here below are some of the 42 x 65 min DVDs currently available for you to enjoy, all made from the rarest of maritime films.

For full details of all 42 DVDs and how to order, go to our website at: www.snowbow.co.uk. To order by phone or to request a free
brochure, call us on: 00 44 (0) 1273 585391/584470. Price per DVD incl UK postage and packing is £18. 95p. Please allow £2 extra
p&p for elsewhere in the world. Oh, and we still have our special offer of 3 DVDs for the price of 2, which is a massive saving.

I always dreamt that one day we would be able to watch TV documentaries that would show rare film of our once great Merchant
& Royal Navies, our shipyards and ships as they were back in the days when they were the best in the world. Well now, thanks to
this extraordinary Prize Winning 42 x 65 min video series we can. Using very rare film unique to us, this series has been made to
TV broadcast standards and shows us things we never thought we would ever be able to see again, from the building and launching
of ships to the great ports crammed full of them. We see and sail aboard passenger liners of every type, even on the Maiden
voyages of Queen Mary, Elizabeth & Normandie etc. There are 100’s of other passenger liners and ferries, plus conventional dry
cargo ships, tankers, bulk carriers, tramp ships, coasters, paddle steamers and 100’s of tugs. Dating right back to the turn of the
last century, some of these films will make the hair stand on the back of your neck, especially the Atlantic crossing of White Star’s
“Olympic”, filmed not long after the sinking of her sister. showing you just what it would have been like on the “Titanic”. We
transit the great Canals of Panama and Suez as we sail to every far corner of the world, allowing us to experience just what it was
like to have gone to sea in those days, but beware, they also show what it was like to have sailed through some of the greatest sea
storms ever recorded.

Oh, and we have also restored lots of film covering our fighting ships as well, allowing us to show great sea battles including
the highly secretive WW2 “Arctic Convoys”, and as with all these programmes, the images amd sounds are so real that you, the
viewer, will feel as if you are actually there in person, right in the middle of it all… Remarkable. Here are a few more of the
titles available.

Finally, please may 2018 bring us back a world that we can all enjoy once again. Best wishes, Des and Ulla.
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