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DISCOVER... 

OCTOBER 2017 £3.99

FREE SEEDS £2.29

Must-have partners for 
fiery beds & borders

17 £3.99

✿Walled garden where late perennials shine 
✿Historic borders revived by daring colours 
✿Country idyll filled with seasonal flowers

FLAMBOYANT ACERS
Plant a tree with extra wow! 

WILDLIFE HIDE & SEEK
Make cosy homes for nature

TOP 10 SPRING BULBS 
Prepare for a spring sensation

17 £3.99

Autumn
colour
Autumnutumn

Get  creative  with

shady  
 places

shadyshady
Bright  
ideas  for

Plant them 
now!
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Walled garden where late perennials shine

Garden inspiration

150 FREE* 
SPRING BULBS 

worth £21.99

Walled garden where late perennials shine

MAKING
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POLYGALA PURPLE PASSION

INCREDIBLY HARDY 
TO MINUS 35˚C

AWARD WINNING EVERGREEN 
WITH AN AMAZING FRAGRANCE 
OF TUTTI FRUTTI SWEETS
Often seen growing in Norwegian gardens. 
Beautiful purple pink and yellow pea-like 
blooms smother the shiny foliage during 
early spring and early summer. Drought 
tolerant, happy in containers or perfect 
in a rock garden or at the front of border 
making excellent groundcover. Low 
maintenance, easy to grow preferring well-
drained soil in sun or part shade. Height 
20cm (8"). Spread 50cm (20"). Fully hardy 
perennial. Your order will be confirmed and 
your 11cm pots will be delivered in 14 days* 
with our no quibble guarantee.

£14
£21

BUY 1 
FOR

OR 3 FOR

HALF PRICE

rare | unusual | exciting

HAYLOFT PLANTS, MANOR FARM NURSERY, PENSHAM, PERSHORE, WORCESTERSHIRE WR10 3HB

I enclose Cheque/PO made payable to Hayloft Plants Ltd or please debit my Mastercard/Visa/Maestro

Expiry date

Signature

EMAIL
PLEASE ADVISE US OF YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS TO RECEIVE SPECIAL OFFERS

Start date Issue no

Please enter the last 3 digits of your 
security code (CSV)

TOTAL DUE 

NAME & ADDRESS PLEASE SEND ITEM CODE PRICE QTY TOTAL

1 × POLYGALA PTPOL01-GA1017 £14

3 × POLYGALA PTPOL03-GA1017 £21

P&P (UK ONLY) £4.95

Postcode          Tel

All orders will be confirmed with our latest catalogue. 
Call 01386 554440 for your FREE copy.

* Occasionally the advertised delivery date may change, however, this will 
be clearly stated on your order confirmation. Please tick here if you prefer 
not to receive offers other than from our company__

Card no. CSV

TO ORDER QUOTE GA1017 • ONLINE hayloft.co.uk/ga • PHONE 0844 335 1088

SEND THE COUPON TO: Hayloft Plants, FREEPOST RTGR-JAGJ-JETG, Pensham, Pershore WR10 3HB
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October is a magical month in the garden. 

The days are shorter, the air is fresher and the 

light is unsurpassable – all conspiring to create 

a unique atmosphere. Deciduous plants respond 

by delivering up their autumn colours – hidden

from view all year until the green chlorophyll in 

their leaves recedes, revealing anthocyanins 

(red and purple pigments), carotenoids 

(orange) and xanthophylls (yellow).

My own back garden (right) delivers a dazzling autumn 

display – probably more by luck than design! Next to my 

red-stemmed Cornus alba ‘Sibirica’ whose leaves ba

blush blood-red in autumn, I grow burgundy and 

plum-red heucheras, a small pink hydrangea,

pink-flushed sedum ‘Autumn Joy’ (hylotelephium) 

and strappy-leaved phormiums, also flushed a delicate 

coral pink. Rich pink Japanese anemones float on wiry 

stems in the background. The whole ensemble looks 

sumptuous as the pinks, burgundies and reds perk up and 

intensify, ignited by the low-angled sun. This moment in the 

garden is all too brief, but lovely nonetheless.

This issue we take a look at the autumn colour palette and find ways 

to combine plants for dramatic effect (p14). We’re also celebrating the 

role of Japanese maples as harbingers of autumn (p26). So whether 

you’re planning or planting your garden this month, 

do share your results with us – we always love to 

see your photos!

Welcome

Liz Potter

Editor

AUTUMN SUN Cactus dahlias and pink salvias under a small tree; Japanese anemones float on wiry stems. For more planting ideas see p14 
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“…revamping my 

border with colourful 

new plants and ferns 

– see p44.” Art Editor 

Gill Lockhart designs 

the magazine

“…digging up 

clumps of canna to 

overwinter in the cool 

greenhouse.” Geoff 

Stebbings answers 

your questions on p83

“…lifting dahlia tubers 

and preparing them 

for winter storage.” 

Louise Curley shares 

her top 10 spring bulbs 

to plant now, on p22

“…planting small pots 

with bulbs to rotate 

by the front door next 

spring.” Helen Billiald 

is growing aromatic 

garlic bulbs on p77

“…digging up 

perennials that 

have outgrown their 

space.” Val Bourne 

gets creative with 

autumn colour on p14

“…ordering 

paperwhite narcissi 

for planted Christmas 

gifts.” Dawn Isaac 

brings a seaside look 

to a new garden, p92

Contributors
“This month in the 

garden I’ll be...”

CONTACT US By post: Garden Answers,  Bauer Media, Media House, Lynch Wood, Peterborough PE2 6EA Email: gardenanswers@bauermedia.co.uk 

Web: www.gardenanswersmagazine.co.uk Social media: Find us on Facebook as Garden Answers  Twitter @GardenAnswers   Instagram as gardenanswers
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On the cover
14 Get creative with autumn colour
22 Top 10 spring bulbs 
26 Flamboyant acers
29 Bright ideas for shady places
48 Borders with daring colours
54  Country idyll of seasonal flowers
60 Walled garden with late perennials
71 Wildlife hide & seek
92 Coastal cool 
106 150 free spring-flowering bulbs

6

8

14

35

44

40COVER
STORY

COVER
STORY

COVER
STORY

22

COVER
STORY

COVER
STORY

Contents

Dahlia ‘Griotte’

14
AUTUMN 
COLOUR

71

92

HELP
W

WILDLIFE

S

CELEBRATE 

EASY GARDENING
What to do this month 

Order bareroot roses, sow hardy 

annuals, make leafmould and take 

hardwood cuttings 

Savour the season with pink & blue 

Enhance autumn’s mellow, misty 

mornings with a haze of purple 

perovskia, underplanted with rosy 

sedums, persicaria and echinacea

Brighten up a shady corner 

In this new Border Rescue series 

we offer planting suggestions to 

enhance a shady foliage border 

Celebrate simplicity A bold 

pink and green planting scheme 

makes a chic autumn statement

Be inspired by… rampant beauty, 

sweet peas, autumn’s pastel pinks, 

unusual rudbeckias, a pumpkin 

planter and pink flower spike quiz

Get creative with autumn colour 

Use nature’s warmest palette to 

create some dazzling effects

Choose the best spring bulbs 

Little treasures to plant in autumn 

that will brighten up next season’s 

beds and borders

Meet autumn’s chameleons 

Japanese maples bring statuesque 

beauty to gardens large and small

Choose bright ideas for shady 

places Turn a gloomy spot into 

a relaxing, tranquil retreat

29

26
COVER
STORY

109 

WIN

106 150 FREE* 
SPRING BULBS 
worth £21.99
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40

29

22 43

BRIGHT IDEAS 
FOR SHADE

SPRING 
BULBS

BORDER 
PLANNER

66

77

46

100

104

102

114
71

83

48

54

60

COVER
STORY

109

96

92

BEAUTIFUL GARDENS

ASK THE EXPERTS

WILDLIFE

GARDEN BUYS

GOURMET GROWER

YOUR GARDEN LIFE
COVER
STORY

COVER
STORY

COVER
STORY

Enjoy fresh and aromatic garlic 

Plant garlic bulbs now for a head 

start on next summer’s harvest

Over to your  Send us your gardening 

stories and photos. You could win an 

RSPB bird-feeding station  

Puzzles and prizes Enter our prize 

crossword and wordsearch for 

a chance to win a Hozelock Pico k

Power Pressure Washer worth 

£149.99, or a £50 Hayloft voucher

Garden view Not every plant is ew

born beautiful – Helen Billiald 

shares her plant ‘hates’

“We’re not afraid of colour” Bold 

and vibrant flower hues dominate 

at Gravetye Manor in Sussex 

“We wanted a garden for all 

seasons” At Goltho Gardens in 

Lincolnshire prairie-style borders 

create a riot of colour  

“My perennial garden is full of 

surprises” Grasses and autumn 

flowers create a relaxed look in 

this walled Hampshire garden

The Picton Garden More than 400 

aster cultivars and late-flowering 

beauties sparkle in autumn

Help wildlife survive the cold 

Offer a range of safe hiding places 

for overwintering insects, birds, 

amphibians and mammals

Ask Garden Answers Your 

questions answered on spring 

planning and summer flower care

Seaside style Design solutions to 

transform a blank-canvas newbuild

garden into a stylish ‘urban beach’ 

Subscribe to Garden Answers 

Pay just £2.62 an issue when you 

take out an annual subscription  

Buyers’ Guide to greenhouses 

Expand your gardening horizons 

with a greenhouse. Here’s how to 

choose the right one for you

Smarten up your feeding station 

Handy accessories that make life 

easier when putting out treats for 

your garden birds

Three collections of shady plants 

– buy all three for just £40 and 

receive free Anemone blanda bulbs

150 free spring-flowering bulbs 

worth £21.99 (just pay postage)  
106

COVER
STORY

96
BUYERS’ GUIDE: 
GREENHOUSES

44
BORDER 
RESCUE

SUBSCRIBE 
TODAY

And pay just £2.62  
per issue for  
13 issues –  
see p46
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UPBEAT BEAUTY The slender 

spikes and tapered foliage  

of Persicaria amplexicaulis 

‘September Spires’ make lovely 

groundcover. Flowering July  

to October, they need full sun 

or part shade in any moist soil. 

H and S1.2m (4ft)

CELEBRATE❤❤
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BILLOWING HEADS Sedum 

‘Autumn Joy’ (hylotelephium 

‘Herbstfreude’) has salmon-

pink flowers August to 

October, then turns a richer red 

in late autumn. Plant in full sun 

and a fertile, well-drained soil. 

H and S60cm (2ft)

NEAT EVERGREEN Clipped 

hedges of Buxus sempervirens

create order in the border, 

providing contrast for the 

larger jungly leaves opposite. 

Trim plants in mid or late 

summer to keep shape. H and 

S3m (10ft) if left untrimmed

BIG LEAVES A softer, easier-

to-manage alternative to 

gunnera, Darmera peltata

prefers sun or part shade and  

a wet or boggy soil, though  

will tolerate drier conditions. 

Leaves turn red later in autumn. 

H2m (6½ft) S1m (3ft 3in)
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Celebrate
SIMPLICITY

This bold pink and green colour scheme 
shows you don’t need a riot of hues  
to make a chic autumn statement
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Plants, books,   events & buys for the       month aheadPlants, books, events & buys for the month ahead

Be inspired by...

MISCANTHUS 

‘YAKU-JIMA’ 

Cream flower 

plumes from 

August to 

November. H and 

S60cm (2ft) 

ACHILLEA 

FILIPENDULINA

Drought tolerant 

with flat yellow 

flowers and ferny 

foliage. H1.2m (4ft) 

S45cm (18in)

VERBENA 

BONARIENSIS

Flowers from June 

to the frosts. Likes 

a sheltered, sunny 

spot. H2m (6½ft) 

S45cm (18in)

PANICUM 

VIRGATUM Upright 

grass forming 

purple flower haze 

that wafts in the 

breeze. H1.2–1.5m 

(4–5ft) S60cm (2ft)

COMBINE THESE PLANTS

e month ahead

A
s autumn gets under way, seasonal 
changes take centre stage. It’s 
difficult not to be swept away by 

the beauty of the natural world around us –
the trees, fields and hedegrows can be 
mesmerising at this time of year. So where 
better to capture some of that wild beauty 
than in your own garden?

The planting scheme here uses a mix of 
perennials and annuals to get the jostling 
natural look. Deciduous perennial grasses 
such as Miscanthus sinensis ‘Yaku-jima’ 
and Panicum virgatum provide movement 
among the yellow flowers of rudbeckia 
and achillea, purple Verbena bonariensis 
and annuals including white cosmos and 
pretty pale yellow coreopsis ‘Full Moon’.

e month ahead

look
GGetetGet

the
k

GetGet RAMPANT BEAUTY
This undulating border scheme 
captures the wild energy of autumn
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COSMOS ‘PURITY’

Easy half-hardy 

annual flowering 

June to October, 

when deadheaded 

regularly. H1.2m 

(4ft) S60cm (2ft) 

RUDBECKIA 

FULGIDA DEAMII 

Long-lasting daisy 

flowering August 

to October. Plant in 

bold drifts. H60cm 

(2ft) S45cm (18in)

It’s time to sow and overwinter
these pretty climbers

SWEET PEAS
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How to sow them
Now’s the perfect time to 

start sowing sweet peas. 

You’ll have bigger plants 

to set out next spring 

and earlier flowers.

1. Sow each seed in a 

small 9cm (3½in) pot of 

seed compost.

2. Cover seeds with about 

1cm (½in) of compost. Water 

in and cover pots with clear 

plastic, glass or a propagator 

lid to increase humidity, 

removing it on germination.

3. Move seedlings to a bright 

cold frame or growing 

cabinet outdoors to prevent 

them becoming leggy. Over 

winter, kee

lid open fo

ventillatio

protect pl

snow and f

when the c

becomes dr

4. Pinch out

tips when pla

about 10cm (4

encourage side

and overall bus

5. Plant out from 

onwards, spacing

20–30cm (8in–1ft

in fertile, well-drai

humus-rich soil, in f

very light dappled s

when the compost

becomes dry.

4. Pinch out growing

when plants are

about 10cm (4in) to

encourage side shoots

and overall bushiness.

5. Plant out from

onwards, spacing plants

20–30cm (8in–1ft) apart

in fertile, well-drained,

humus-rich soil, in full sun or

very light dappled shade. ➤

The Sweet  
Pea Book £13.7

by Graham Rice 

www.wordery.com

Folding 
rocking chair 

Sweet 
pea ring 
£8.79 for 3

Unwins 

0844 573 

8400; www.

unwins.

co.uk

Pair of sweet pea 
supports 30 Suttons 0844 

w.suttons.co.uk

Sweet pea vase 
£4.49 The Range 0

www.therange.co.

Sweet pea 
throw pillow 
£14 (not 

waterproof)

Sweet pea 
support rings 
£2.99 for 50 

Thompson & Morgan 

0333 400 0033; www.

thompson-morgan.com

Unwins 
sweet pea 
fertiliser

6.95 fo

00g U

0844 57

8400; w

nwins.c
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These soft pastel 
pink flowers suit 
October’s gentle 
sunlight and misty 
conditions perfectly

pASTER ERICOIDES ‘PINK CLOUD’ES
Dainty aster with a mound of slender 

leaves and mass of tiny pink flowers 

August to October. Plant in sun or part 

shade in well-drained soil. ✿ H and S60cm 

(2ft). £4.80 for a 9cm (3½in) potted plant. 

Claire Austin Hardy Plants 01686 670342; 

www.claireaustin-hardyplants.co.uk 

uANEMONE JAJJ PONICA
‘PRINZ HEINRICH’
Elegant, rich pink  

anemone with semi-

double flowers, 

rolled petals and  

golden stamens. 

Full sun or 

part shade  

in moist, 

humus-rich 

soil. 

✿ H75cm 

(30in) S60cm 

(2ft). £5.99 

for 9cm (3½in) 

pot or £15 for 

three. Crocus 

01344 578111;  

www.crocus.c

EUPATORIUM PURPUREUM 
A tall, clump-forming perennial also 

known as Joe Pye weed. Plant at the 

back of borders in sun or part shade 

in moist but well-drained soil. Its pink 

fluffy flowers appear July to the 

frosts. ✿ H2.5m (8ft) S1m (3ft 3in).

£8.50 each from Beth Chatto Gardens 

01206 822007; www.bethchatto.co.uk   

DAHLIA ‘GERRIE HOEK’
A light pink waterlily-flowered dahlia, 

flowering from August to October. Plant 

in full sun in moist but well-drained soil. 

The large fully double flowers will need 

staking – tie in every couple of weeks.

✿ H1.2m (4ft) S50cm (20in). £6.99 for 

three tubers. J Parkers 0161 848 1100; 

www.jparkers.co.uk

now

InInInIn
fffff lf l erower l l
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Unusual rudbeckias
tPERSICARIA 
BISTORTATT  ‘SUPERBA’
Soft pink flower spikes 

bloom above semi-

evergreen clumps of 

foliage from June to 

October. Best in full sun  

or part shade in moist soil. 

✿ H and S90cm (3ft).

R. OCCIDENTALISTT
‘GREEN WIZARD’
Unusual cone-only 

flowers with a collar 

of green tepals.  

Easy-to-sow hardy 

perennial for sun or 

part shade. ✿ H1.5m 

(5ft) S60cm (2ft)

RUDUU BECKECEC IAKK
MAMM XIXX MAMM
Beaky-nosed 

flowers from July 

to October on tall 

stems above 

blue-grey foliage. 

Full sun. ✿ H1.5m 

(5ft) S60cm (2ft) 

R. SUBTOMEN-
TOSA ‘HENRY 
EILERS’ Perennial 

with quilled ray 

florets and button-

nose cone. August 

to October in sun or 

part shade. ✿ H1.2m 

(4ft) S60cm (2ft) 

R. HIRTATT ‘CHERRY
BRANDY’
Flowering July to 

October, these 

half-hardy annuals 

are loved by bees. 

For sun or part shade.

✿ H60cm (2ft) 

S40cm (16in) 

R. HIRTATT
‘PRAIRIE SUN’
Pale green cone 

and orange petals 

with yellow tips. 

Flowers July to 

autumn in full sun. 

✿ H80cm (32in) 

S45cm (18in) 

R. LACINIATATT
‘HERBSTSONNE’
Green nose cones 

mature to golden 

brown. Best in a 

sunny spot in rich, 

well-drained soil.  

✿ H2m (6½ft)  

S90cm (3ft) 

pCOLCHLCLC ICHH UM AUTUMUTUT NUMUM ALENN
Autumn-flowering meadow saffron is easy to 

naturalise in grass, provided the soil isn’t too damp 

or free-draining. Plants emerge from corms 

without their leaves, as goblet-shaped flowers  

in purple or white from September to October.  

✿ H15cm (6in) S10cm (4in). £11.25 per pack of 3. 

Avon Bulbs 01460 242177; www.avonbulbs.co.uk

Picasso’s purple phase Write in  
& tell us!

Guaranteed to turn 

heads next summer, 

striking petunia 

‘Picasso in Purple’ has 

fancy purple flowers 

with bold chartreuse 

edges. Launched as  

part of the Picasso  

series of Supertunias by  

Proven Winners (www.

provenwinners.eu), 

plants will be available 

from selected garden 

centres next spring. 

H15–30cm (6–12in) 

S30–45cm (12–18in) 

l Love them or loathe 

them? Write and tell us!

of  the 
t be t

Six

HESPERANTHA COCCINEA  
‘PINK PRINCESS’ AGM
Crimson flag lily with large, narrow-petalled, soft pink 

flowers from August until the frosts. Grow in moist, 

well-drained soil in a sunny spot. ✿ H50cm (20in) 

S30cm (12in). £6.95 for a 2-litre potted plant. Knoll 

Gardens 01202 873931; www.knollgardens.co.uk

CELEBRATEAA❤❤



Halloween pumpkin
Use hollowed-out squashes as planters  
for autumn flowers and berries
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Halloween pumpkinHalloween pumpkinHalloween pumpkinPa ioPaPatioproject Halloween pumpkinPLANT UP A

You don’t have to grow a 
whopping great pumpkin  

of your own to enjoy this bit 
 of Halloween fun. Just buy  
one from the local farm shop  
and use it as a planter.

Use a sharp knife to remove 
 the top of the pumpkin. Scoop the 
insides out with a spoon and set 
them aside – they can be roasted 
or liquidised to make soup, or 
dried and crushed for the birds. 

Drill a hole in the bottom  
for drainage and fill with 
multipurpose compost. Plants 
used here include a pink winter 
heather (Erica carnea), viola 
‘Honeybee’ and Gaultheria 
procumbens, bearing its plump 
red autumn berries.

The loveheart motif on the side 
was made using a specialist 
gouging knife –  a wood gouge or 
linoleum cutter would be perfect, 
or use the tip of a vegetable peeler/
apple corer. Mark out the shape 
first with a felt tip pen.
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CACTUS SHOW

1 October, 11am-4pm

Birmingham Botanic Gardens,

Westbourne Road, Edgbaston, 

Birmingham B15 3TR

Enjoy beautiful cacti displays and 

seek advice from expert growers

l 0121 454 1860; www.birmingham 

botanicalgardens.org.uk 

WONDERS OF WESTONBIRT

1-30 October (weekends, 

Mon, Weds & Fri), 11am-1pm

Westonbirt, The National Arboretum, 

Tetbury, Gloucestershire GL8 8QS  

A two-hour guided walk exploring 

the seasonal highlights. Free with 

arboretum admission (£10)

l 0300 067 4890; 

www.forestry.gov.uk 

A TREASURY OF TREES  

WALKING TOUR

1-31 October, 12noon and 3pm

Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, 

Richmond, Surrey TW9 3AE

Meet at the Guides’ desk at Vict

Gate plaza for a one-hour guided

walk round the arboretum to see the

colour-changing leaves. Adults £14

l tours@kew.org; www.kew.org

PRUNING & PLANTING WORKSHOP

13, 18 and 20 October, 10am-4pm

Peter Beales Roses, London R

Attleborough, Norfolk NR17 1A

Join an informal course t

get the most from your r

£70 inc lunch and afternoon t

l 01953 454707; info@

peterbealesroses.com

WILLOW SCULPTURES 

WORKSHOP

21 October, 1.30-4.30pmoberober

Chatsworth House, Cha

Bakewell Derbyshire DE45 1PP

Weave your own willow bee

butterfly or dragonfly sc

basket maker Maggie C

£40 inc materials, tea or c

l 01246 565300; 

www.chatsworth.org

RHS AUTUMN GARDEN SHOW

25-26 October, 10am-5pmoberober

RHS Lawrence and Lindley Halls, 

Greycoat Street, London SW1P 2QW

Horticultural show featuring seasonal 

plants & products and engaging 

speakers. Ornamental plant 

competition. Adults £6 in advance, 

£9 on the day; £5 members

l 020 3176 5800; www.rhs.org.uk

This month...
These fancy flower spikes in prettiest pink add prairie prowessThese fancy flower spikes in prettiest pink add prairie prowessThese fancy flower spikes in prettiest pink add prairie pr wesThese fhese fhese fhese fhese fanchese fancancancy floy floy flower spiker spiker spiker spiker spiker spikes in prer spikes in pres in pres in pres in pres in pres in prettiesettiesettiesettiesettiesettiest pink add prt pink add prt pink add prt pink add prt pink add prt pink add prt pink add prt pink add prt pink add prt pink add prairie prt pink add prairie prairie prairie prairie prairie prairie prairie prowesess
to late-summer borders – but can you guess which is which?to late-summer borders – but can you guess which is whicho la e-summer borders – but can you guess which is which?to lao lao late-summer bore-summer bore-summer bore-summer bore-summer bore-summer bore-summer bore-summer bore-summer bore-summer bore-summer borders – but can yders – but can yders – but can yders – but can yders – but can yders – but can yders – but can yders – but can yders – but can yders – but can yders – but can yders – but can you guesou guesou guesou guesou guesou guesou guess which is whichs which is whichs which is whichs which is whichs which is whichs which is whichs which is whichs which is whichs which is whichs which is whichs which is whichs which is whichs which is which?

Name that pink flower spike!

1 From June to September 

these dark pink flower 

heads with pale pink 

stamens have a furry look. 

Prefers moist, well-drained 

soil in sun or part shade. 

H90cm (3ft) S50cm (20in)

2 Shade-loving woodland 

perennial with fragrant 

flowers April to August.  

Its palm-shaped leaves  

are mottled and can be 

evergreen in mild winters. 

H30cm (12in) S60cm (2ft)

3 Popular fragrant herb 

with reddish stems and 

light purple flowers. The 

leaves have many culinary 

uses. Best grown in a pot 

as plants can be invasive.  

H1m (3ft 3in) S1.5m (5ft)

4 Hardy perennial with 

leafy stems and candelabra 

of lilac-blue flower spikes 

July to August. Seedheads 

last well into winter. Sun or 

part shade. H1.8m (6ft) 

S45cm (18in)

5 Vigorous clump-forming 

perennial with soft pink 

flowers from June to 

October and elegantly 

tapered leaves. Prefers 

damp soil in sun or part 

shade. H and S90cm (3ft)

6 Often found on river 

banks, loosestrife is a 

moisture-loving perennial. 

Nectar-rich light pink 

flowers from July to 

August are loved by bees. 

H1m (3ft 3in) S60cm (2ft)

8 A vigorous, clump-

forming perennial that 

makes good groundcover 

and produces long red 

flower spikes, loved by 

pollinators, July to 

October. H and S1.2m (4ft) 

9 Deep magenta flower 

spikes on this ‘gay feather’ 

cultivar have a tufty look 

when they emerge August 

to September. Prefers full 

sun and moist soil. H50cm 

(20in) S45cm (18in)

7 Hardy perennial with 

slender rose-pink flower 

spikes on a neatly 

mounding plant, flowering 

June to August. Prefers full 

sun or part shade. H40cm 

(16in) S30cm (12in)

PINK SPIKES: ANSWERS

1. Sanguisorba ‘Pink Tanna’ 2. Tiarella ‘Pink Skyrocket’ 3.Mentha spicata (spearmint) 

4.Veronicastrum virginicum ‘Fascination’ 5.Persicaria bistorta6.Lythrum salicaria

7.Veronica spicata ‘Red Fox’ 8.Persicaria amplexicaulis9.Liatris spicata ‘Kobold’

Chatsworth House, Chatsworth,

Bakewell Derbyshire DE45 1PP

butterfly or dragonfly sculpture with

basket maker Maggie Cooper. Adults

This month...

CELEBRATE❤❤



SEASONAL STUNNERS

As late summer cedes 

into autumn, plants such 

as sedum ‘Autumn Joy’, 

Rudbeckia fulgida deamii

and asters come into their 

own, mingling with Stipa 

tenuissima and fluffy-topped 

Pennisetum villosum



T
here’s still plenty of life left in the October 
garden. The days may be shorter and the 
night-time temperatures a little chillier, 
but autumns are far warmer than they 

used to be. This encourages a host of high-altitude 
South American plants to come into their own. 
With deadheading they’ll keep going until the 
first proper frost bites. 

Dahlias, salvias and penstemons all put on a 
fabulous show this month and their pigment-
packed flowers glow in the misty light peculiar to 
late autumn. As the sun sinks a little lower, day by 
day, it backlights the borders and picks up the 
fluttering butterflies and bees, still on the wing 
and looking for their late-season nectar fix. 

Fading flowers can look even more seductive as 

they age, whether it’s sedum heads look
mugs of hot chocolate, or the silky ‘spider
clematis produce. And there are fresh f
too – ones that spring from bare earth a
magician had popped by. Cyclamen hed
will send up short, magenta-nosed flow
or pink, before the ivy-like foliage appe
can be completely silvered or beautifu
Colchicums, perfect at the edge of a su
border, send up swooning pink or whit
and capture the languid mood of Octob
especially planted among Hesperantha
‘Pink Princess’.

➤

CELEBRATE❤❤

Use nature’s warmest palette for show
special effects. Val Bourne shares some good advic

➤

LATE BLOOMERS Japan

provide reliable autumn fl

Get creative with

Acer palmatum

‘Aureum’ with 

pennisetum and 

a bank of blue 

aconitum ‘Arendsii’

mugs of hot chocolate, or the silky ‘spiders’ some

Cyclamen hederifolium
will send up short, magenta-nosed flowers in whitewill send up short, magenta-nosed flowers in white

S
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COLOUR CHANGERS Some 

plants such as Houttynia 

cordata ‘Chameleon’ and 

Sedum spectabile turn redder 

as they mature

THE SKILL LIES in creating 
winning combinations rather than a 
glorious jumble, and here a simple 
colour wheel can help. If you place 
two opposite colours side by side, t
creates extra razzmatazz. Yellow
orange, traditional autumn 
colours, will jazz up blue 
and purple for instance, 
and close together they 
make an electrifying 
combination. 

Dahlia ‘David 
Howard’, a pumpkin-
orange with khaki foliage, 
is in my personal top ten 
dahlias because it’s guaranteed to 
produce masses of flowers. Use this, 
or a yellow rudbeckia such as 
‘Goldsturm’ (inset), next to the 
willowy purple Verbena bonariensis, 
the hardy red and purple fuchsia ‘Mrs
Popple’, or possibly with the long-
flowering Aster frikartii ‘Mönch’ and 
you’ll get vivid colour for months. 

The purple dahlia ‘Thomas A. 
Edison’, another great stalwart, will 

light up any yellow daisy or pick up 
the tiny stars of Solidago rugosa
‘Fireworks’, a refined golden rod. 
‘Chat Noir’, a tall deep-red cactus 
dahlia, will add an ornate richness to

ny yellow or orange.
Many Michaelmas 

daisies come in shades 
 pink and the

ed-leaved smoke 
bush, Cotinus 
coggygria ‘Royal 

Purple’, could highlight 
New England asters such 

s Symphyotrichum novae-
e ‘Harrington’s Pink’ or the 

berry-pink ‘Andenken an Alma 
P tschke’. The gossamer heads of the
smoke bush link up well with grasses 
and the golden oat grass, Stipa 
gigantea, makes a superb foil for all 
purple flowers. Or you could create 
mayhem with the bold, vertically-
striped green and white foliage of 
Miscanthus sinensis ‘Cosmpolitan’ 
placed in front of the red-leaved 
cotinus. The key is: be adventurous!

CHOOSE CONTRASTS FOR DRAMA

CELEBRATE❤❤

Set borders alight with flowers and foliage in opposite colours

Use the autumn 
colour wheel

creates extra razzmatazz. Yellow and

red-leaved smoke

Orange lanterns  

of physalis dazzle 

alongside blue 

Aster dumosus  

and buddleia  

‘Buzz Violet’

➤

qSOLIDAGO ‘FIREWORKS’ 

0cm (

pDAHLIA ‘DAVID 

HOWARD’ Orange flowers 

and purple-bronze leaves. 

H and S75cm (29in)

qDAHLIA ‘CHAT 

NOIR’

spot. H1.1m (3ft) 

S45cm (18in) 

pCOTINUS ‘ROYAL 

PURPLE’ Deciduous

shrub with smoky pink 

flowers. H and S5m (16ft)

qASTER ‘MONCH’

xMISCANTHUS 

‘COSMOPOLITAN’



❤

➤

AUTUMN ENSEMBLE

As its leaves change 

colour, Cornus 

sanguinea ‘Midwinter 

Fire’ provides a golden 

backdrop for asters 

‘Violet Queen’ and 

‘September Ruby’ with 

Miscanthus sinensis 

‘Morning Light’ behind

Subscribe at www.greatmagazines.co.uk  17
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AUTUMN ROMANCE

Team like colours 

together for a 

harmonious look.  

Here Salvia horminum

and pink cactus dahlias 

make an effective  

display with spiky 

Eryngium giganteum  



Penstemon  

‘Port Wine’

H90cm (35in) 

S30cm (12in) 

Catananche 

caerulea

H and S90cm  

Perovskia 

‘Blue Spire’ H1.2m  

(4ft) S1m (3ft 3in)

Subscribe at www.greatmagazines.co.uk 19

CELEBRATE❤❤

THE WAY TO CREATEAEA E harmony is to use 
similar colours on the same side of the 
colour wheel. It may be a mixture of pinks
and purples, or yellows and oranges, or 
blues and whites. They’ll all be softer 
combinations that are restful to look at. 
Mix up your pinks and baby blues by 
weaving together the later-flowering, 
soft-pink Japanese anemone ‘September 
Charm’ with Russian sage, Perovskia 
atriplicifolia. This shrubby plant produces 
wands of blue flowers above aromatic 
foliage and its floppy habit and
spires contrast well with the 
upright stems and simple 
shape of the Japanese 
anemone. Add a
pink dahlia too, 
such as 
‘Karma 

Prospero’, to complete your soft 
combination and place low-growing 
Geranium riversleaianum ‘Mavis Simpson’ 
at the front because this produces pale-pink 
saucers from May until late.

For a more golden glow, use late-flowering 
crocosmias, such as the burnished orange 
‘Star of the East’, and add a late-flowering 

PLANT A HARMONIOUS BLEND

If harmonies 

are too sweet, 

try clashing 

pink Filipendula 

rubra with 

orange helenium 

‘Moerheim Beauty’ 

black-eyed Susan, such as Rudbeckia fulgida 
deamii  or ii R. triloba, with a late-flowering 
yellow poker, such as ‘Brimstone’ or ‘Dorset 
Sentry’, close by.  

Make use of penstemons now, because 
they perform late, and the delicate small 
trumpets of pink-flowered ‘Evelyn’ have 
purple throat markings that shine against the 
blue form of Catananche caeruluea. The 
silver-scaled buds of this blue flower are a 
feature lasting well into winter and both 
team well with the sun-bleached tines of the 

pony tail grass Stipa tenuisssima.  
Penstemon ‘Sour Grapes’, which 

seems to hover between 
pink and blue, is another 

long-flowering subtle 
penstemon for a 

soft and subdued 
combination.

Exploit gentle pinks and blues for a soothing seasonal combination

Easy colour mixers  

➤

Dahlia ‘Karma 

ospero’ H80cm 

(31in) S45cm (18in)

anium Geranium 

‘Mavis 

Simpson’  

H and S50cm 

(20in)
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A DEDICATED late-summer and autumn-
flowering border is a great idea if you have 
the space, because you can position your
plants together in a place that basks in 
warm afternoon sunshine and flattering 
evening light. 

Later-flowering perennials tend to be 
taller, so this area should contain some 
taller grasses to fill in the gaps, such as 
miscanthus. The horizontally yellow-
banded ‘Zebrinus’, grown for foliage, picks 
up yellow flowers really well. Others, such 
as ‘Ferner Osten’ (right) produce feathery 
plum-red plumes that fade to sable-brown. 
Or there are silvered ones, such as 
‘Silberfeder’, for texture and movement. 

For mid-height, there are plenty of smaller 
shrubs that colour up well in autumn. The
spindleberries go lipstick red – Euonymus 
alatus ‘Compactus’ (H1.2m/4ft) holds its red //
leaves downwards before shedding them to 
reveal grey bark with corky wings. Then, use 
perennials to pick up your autumn colour 
themes – in the yellow palette rudbeckias are 
a must, alongside helianthus, kniphofia and 
late crocosmias. For pinks and blues opt for 
eupatorium, sedums and perovskia.

At ground level, choose colchicums and 
Cyclamen hederifolium to plant around the 
feet of trees, shrubs and perennials.  They  
look gorgeous growing among evergreen 
grasses such as golden Acorus gramineus
‘Oborozuki’, blue fescue or black ophiopogon.

CREATE LAYERS OF COLOUR
Team plants together for a carefully planned display at different heights

CELEBRATE❤❤

FOENICULUM 

VULGARE Once 

summer flowers 

are spent, bronze 

fennel provides a 

backdrop of 

slender stems 

and foliage. 

H1.8m (6ft) 

S45cm (18in)

MISCANTHUS 

‘FERNER OSTEN’ 

Clump-forming 

deciduous grass 

with narrow silky 

tassels turning 

burnished copper 

in autumn. H1.8m 

(6ft) S1m (3ft 3in)

T
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T COLCHICUM 

AUTUMNALE

ers 

emerge before 

the leaves with 

this autumn 

crocus. Best in 

full sun.  

H15cm (6in) 

S10cm (4in)

FESTUCA 

GLAUCA 

‘ELIJAH BLUE’ 

Evergreen 

fescue forming 

neat blue 

clumps. Prefers 

full sun. H30cm 

(12in) S25cm 

(10in)

RUDBECKIA 

FULGIDA DEAMII

Free-flowering 

variety that looks 

great in bold 

drifts. Full sun or 

part shade. 

H60cm (24in) 

S45cm (18in)

SEDUM ‘JOSE 

AUBERGINE’  

Fleshy, deep 

purple foliage a 

nd dusky pink 

flowers. Bold 

seedheads. 

H60cm (24in) 

S50cm (19in)

Here, red berries of 

Cotoneaster horizontalis 

provide groundcover under 

a silver birch. A drift of 

rudbeckia directs the eye 

to a dramatic juniper, with 

pampas grass Cortaderia 

selloana in the background



➤

❤❤

LAYERS OF GOLD 

Yellow flowers dazzle 

at every level in this 

autumn border, which 

includes dahlias, 

rudbeckias, plumes of 

solidago and billowing 

coreopsis, with orange 

tagetes behind
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These little treasures will bring fresh 
colour to the garden next season. 
Louise Curley nominates her top 10 

SpringSpring
bulbs

W
hile tulips and daffodils are reliable 
classics for spring colour, there are plenty 
of other bulbs to choose from. Use these 
unsung heroes to edge a path or border, 

naturalise them under deciduous trees and shrubs or pop 
them in containers and their fragrant flowers will soon fill 
your garden with seasonal scent.

October is the best month to get out and plant spring 
bulbs, although it can be hard to muster up the enthusiasm 
to put them in the ground when they’ll take months to 
flower. However, the sight of bulbs’ new growth poking 
through the ground in late winter and early spring brings 
with it a sense of hope that we’re leaving the cold and dark 
behind and that an explosion of colour is not far away. 

Just to get you in the mood, here’s our top ten bulbs to 
plant now (alongside your tulips and daffodils). So wrap up 
warm and get planting – come spring you’ll be delighted 
that you did. 

CHIONODOXA FORBESII
Glory of the snow is a low-growing plant 

that spreads slowly to form a carpet of 

strappy leaves and a mass of star-like 

flowers. The pale blue blooms, or pure 

white if you grow the cultivar ‘Alba’, are 

loved by pollinating insects. Plant 

alongside dwarf narcissi. Happy  

in most soils as long they don’t get 

waterlogged. Flowers March–April. 

H10cm (4in) S5cm (2in)

CELEBRATE❤❤

Choose the best

1
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CAMASSIA LEICHTLINII 
Camassias are like fireworks with their upright 

stems shooting skywards and an explosion of 

starry flowers. They range in colour from violet-

blue through to white. Either naturalise in an area 

of long grass alongside other spring flowers,  

such as pheasant’s eye narcissi and cowslips,  

or weave them through your borders. Happy in  

full sun or part shade in soil that’s reliably moist. 

Mulch in very cold winters. Flowers April–May. 

H90cm (3ft) S15cm (6in)

SCILLA SIBERICA AGM

The Siberian squill may look delicate 

with its narrow leaves and tiny nodding 

bell-shaped blooms, but it originates 

from countries around the Black Sea, 

which makes this a tough plant that  

can cope with the vagaries of spring 

weather. It’s happy with some shade,  

so it’s perfect for naturalising under 

deciduous trees and shrubs. ‘Spring 

Beauty’ has hyacinth-blue flowers,  

or there’s ‘Alba’ with white blooms. 

Flowers March–April. H15cm (6in)  

S5cm (2in)

2

3

HYACINTHUS ORIENTALIS
With their intoxicating scent and 

long-lasting blooms, old-fashioned 

hyacinths are a spring must-have. Their 

chunky stems are covered in starfish-

shaped blooms and colours range from 

classic blues and whites to shades of 

pink, peach and yellow. For daintier 

plants grow the multi-stemmed 

cultivars, such as ‘Anastasia’. To create  

a contemporary look, choose one colour 

and plant en masse lining a path or in a 

collection of containers. Flowers April. 

H25cm (10in) S20cm (8in)

4
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MUSCARI 
Grape hyacinths produce clusters of 

tiny bell-like flowers that are densely 

packed on short stems. Muscari 

armeniacum ‘Blue Spike’ is larger than 

other cultivars with stems covered in a 

mass of double flowers that give it a 

pleasingly shaggy appearance. Muscari 

azureum AGM (pictured) is a superb 

old species with powder-blue flowers. 

It’s also less invasive than some. Likes 

spring sunshine with some summer 

shade and a free-draining soil. Flowers 

April. H15–20cm (6–8in) S15cm (6in)

TULIPA HUMILIS 
A species tulip that’s easy to grow –  

it reappears each spring and doesn’t 

suffer from the diseases that infect 

hybrids. This species loves well-drained 

soil in full sun, so it’s great for pots, 

gravel gardens, rockeries and the front 

of a border. Look for ‘Odalisque’ with 

hot pink flowers and golden yellow 

centres, magenta-pink ‘Persian Pearl’ 

or ‘Lilliput’ with 3–5 red flowers per 

stem. Flowers April–May. H10–15cm 

(4–6in) S30cm (12in)

6

5

7

❤❤

FRITILLARIA UVA-VULPIS
Probably the most commonly grown 

fritillary is the chequerboard snake’s 

head, but there are so many others.  

This one, also known as the ‘fox grape’, 

originates in the meadows and cornfields 

of Turkey. It produces grassy leaves and 

mahogany bell-shaped flowers that have 

curved petal tips flashed with golden 

yellow. Thrives in full sun in well-drained 

soil. Good at the front of the border  

or in pots. Flowers April–May.  

H30cm (12in) S10cm (4in)
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IPHEION 
This rarely grown member of the onion 

family is a real gem. It flowers later than 

many other bulbs (April–May), which 

allows for an extended season of 

interest. Attractive grey-green foliage 

forms clumps, while slender stems are 

topped with sweetly-scented flowers. 

Look for ‘Alberto Castillo’ with pure 

white blooms or violet-flowered ‘Froyle 

Mill’ – the RHS has given both an AGM. 

Needs full sun and moist, but well-

drained soil. H15cm (6in) S20cm (8in)

10

9

8
ANEMONE CORONARIA
Handsome feathery foliage and sumptuous velvet flowers with dark 

blue, almost black centres add drama to a spring garden. Great in 

patio pots, window boxes or at the front of the border. ‘Bordeaux’  

is plum-coloured with a purple eye, or there’s the violet-blue  

‘Mister Fokker’ (pictured). Technically these are tubers rather  

than bulbs; soak overnight in water before planting in a sunny, 

well-drained spot. In cold weather mulch with chipped bark or  

cover with a cloche. Flowers March–May. H25cm (10in) S20cm (8in)
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IRIS HOLLANDICA 
Narrow, sword-like leaves appear in 

early spring followed by flamboyant 

flowers (May–June) that are fully hardy 

in free-draining soils. Grow rich copper 

and rust-coloured ‘Bronze Beauty’ 

(pictured); ‘Tigereye’ with magnificent 

purple and bronze flowers with flashes 

of golden yellow; or ‘Gypsy Beauty’ 

with ruffled lavender-blue flowers. 

H50–70cm (20–28in) S45cm (18in)
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CHAMELEONS
Japanese maples can bring a statuesque  

beauty to any garden, large or small.  
Val Bourne nominates the best

CHAMELEONS
Meet autumn’s 

PLANT
PROFILE
Japanese 
maples

With its glowing mantle of 

fiery leaves, Acer palmatum

‘Bloodgood’ makes a fine 

autumn spectacle
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J
apanese maples have it all. They’reaa
slow-growing, long-lived and their 
leaves change colour like chameleons.
Their elegant, intricate outlines 

resemble garden-sized bonsai, with leaves 
that vary from simply lobed to finely cut, and 
turn fiery red, golden-yellow or marmalade-
orange in autumn. It’s no wonder they’re so 
popular with British gardeners.

They’re known as Japanese maples 
because they’re grown in almost every 
Japanese garden, but Acer palmatum also m
grows wild in Eastern China, Taiwan 
and Korea, thriving beneath the protective 
mantle of taller trees. This is a good way to 
grow them in the garden too, in fertile soil 
shaded by a much taller tree. They don’t like 
bright light or dry conditions (Asian 
summers include monsoon 
conditions) and 
they’re ideal for 
containers, provided 
they don’t get 
waterlogged. 

Acer palmatum
was introduced 
to the UK in 1820. 
Later,  in the early 20th 
century, Edward ‘Chinese’ 
Wilson collected seeds 
in China, although 
these produced rather 
ordinary trees. The 
Japanese meanwhile had 
already named about 200 
unusual forms collected in the 
wild across a 300-year period 
and it’s these named trees that 
are most popular today.

Westonbirt Arboretum in Gloucestershire 
holds a Plant Heritage collection of 297 acer 
cultivars, some more than 100 years old. 
You’ll find them planted in the Acer Glade, 
Maple Loop and The Link in Silk Wood  
drawing gasps of admiration in autumn.

 Dark red Acer palmatum ‘Crimson m
Queen’ and inky purple ‘Garnet’ are both 
highly regarded. ‘Seiryu’ produces highly 
divided golden-leaves in autumn on a 
more-upright tree and ‘Sango-kaku’ (also 
sold as ‘Senkaki’) has golden autumn colour 
and red stems that glow in winter light. 

Acer dissectum leaves are so divided they 
look like long feathers. Most form a low 
mound, giving a waterfall effect that looks 
spectacular in a pot or shady woodland 
planting. ‘Dissectum Atropurpureum’ is an 
eye-catching purple-red form. 
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Acers also create colourful leaf effects in 
spring. The new foliage of  ‘Sumi-nagashi’ 
emerges purple, turns bronze-green in 
summer and crimson in autumn. One of the 
best for year-round colour, ‘Bloodgood’ has 
deeply cut purple leaves that turn deep-red 
in autumn. It tolerates a sunnier position 
and keeps its colour well through summer. 

Give these wonderful trees plenty of 
space so you can enjoy their elegant shape 
and rich colours. Buy the best specimen you 
can afford – older trees establish more 
easily. They’re expensive, because they 
grow very slowly, but look after your acer 
well and it will outlive you! ✿

Success 
with acers
Position 

Japanese 

maples where 

they have some 

shade from the 

sun and shelter 

from the wind. 

They’re 

vulnerable when 

they come into 

leaf in spring so 

need a frost-free 

spot, or fleece if an 

April frost is forecast. 

l Watering Acers like 

moist, well-drained soil 

and high humidity. They’re 

used to warm wet summers, so 

water regularly May to August. 

l Pruning Do this in January or 

February, when you can see the shape 

of the bare tree. Don’t prune when in 

leaf – the tree will bleed.

l Soil They prefer slightly acid soil, but 

tolerate most soils. Don’t over-feed. 

Dig the planting hole twice as wide 

and a little deeper than the root ball. 

l Growing in pots Use loam-based 

John Innes compost and a rugged 

frost-proof container stood on pot feet 

to improve drainage in winter. Asian 

winters tend to be cold and dry. 

BEST FOR BEGINNERS

‘SUMI-NAGASHI’

This tough, tree-like acer can 

take more exposed sites. Its 

jagged, seven-lobed leaves 

open rich purple, turn green 

then redden in autumn. In 20 

years H2.5m (8ft) S1.5m (5ft)

BEST FOR CONTAINERS

‘GARNET’ AGM

Feathery foliage in garnet-

red on an intricate small tree 

with small purplish flowers 

and red fruits. Can also be 

grown in the ground. In 20 

years H2m (6½ft) S3m (10ft)

BEST FOR SPRING COLOUR 

‘ORANGE DREAM’ AGM 

Wide maple-like leaves  

open orange-yellow with  

an orange edge then mature 

to lime-green and butter-

yellow in autumn. In 20 

years H and S3m (10ft) 

BEST FOR AUTUMN REDS

‘OSAKAZUKI’ AGM

The seven-lobed leaves 

of this acer turn a brilliant 

red in autumn, lasting for 

several weeks. Sensational 

in Oct and Nov. In 20 years 

H and S4m (13ft)

Our pick of the best

Acer palmatum dissectum

has fine feathery foliage
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Stainless Steel Soft Grip 
Garden Fork

Stock No. 83755

£27.25
*TSP Inc. VAT

£22.71 *TSP Ex. VAT

Stainless Steel Soft Grip 
Garden Spade

Stock No. 83756

£27.25
*TSP Inc. VAT

£22.71 *TSP Ex. VAT

Leaf 
Grabber

Stock No. 
82899

£22.99
*TSP Inc. VAT

£19.16 *TSP Ex. VAT

180L 
Compost 
Tumbler

Stock No. 
07212

£115.45
*TSP Inc. VAT

£96.21 *TSP Ex. VAT

General 
Purpose Pop 
up Tidy Bag - 
560 x 720mm

Stock No. 
34041

£14.95
*TSP Inc. VAT

£12.46 *TSP Ex. VAT

Heavy Duty Plastic Tray 
Wheelbarrow (85L)

Stock No. 17993

N
E
W

£47.99
*TSP Inc. VAT

£39.99 *TSP Ex. VAT

Secateur 
and Garden 
Knife Set

Stock No. 
17581

N
E
W

£10.79
*TSP Inc. VAT

£8.99 *TSP Ex. VAT

Tree Pruner with 
Telescopic Handle

Stock No. 33855

£35.85
*TSP Inc. VAT

£29.88 *TSP Ex. VAT

Steel Mesh Gardener’s Cart

Stock No. 58552

£80.00
*TSP Inc. VAT

£66.67 *TSP Ex. VAT

Cordless 
Hammer
Drill with
One 18V 1.5Ah 
Li-ion Battery

Stock No. 82099

N
E
W

£91.25
*TSP Inc. VAT

£76.04 *TSP Ex. VAT

Garden Bench/Seat Cover 
1900 x 650 x 960mm

Stock No. 76231

MANY 
OTHER 
COVERS 

AVAILABLE

£12.85
*TSP Inc. VAT

£10.71 *TSP Ex. VAT

Bulb Planter

Stock No. 21861

£4.99
*TSP Inc. VAT

£4.16 *TSP Ex. VAT

30cc Petrol Vacuum/
Blower and Mulcher

Stock No. 39087

£208.50
*TSP Inc. VAT

£173.75 *TSP Ex. VAT

Galvanised Garden 
Incinerator (85L)

Stock No. 53253

£25.14
*TSP Inc. VAT

£20.95 *TSP Ex. VAT

N
E
W

Stainless Steel Heavy Duty Soft Grip 
Fork, Trowel and Weeder Set (3 Piece)

Stock No. 27436

£14.60
*TSP Inc. VAT

£12.17 *TSP Ex. VAT
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Turn a gloomy spot into a relaxing, tranquil 
retreat. Jenny Rose Carey offers some 

design ideas

Turn a gloomy spot into a relaxing, tranquil

Bright ideasBright ideas
FOR    SHADY PLACES

W
hen designing a shady 
garden it’s helpful to study 
existing gardens to get ideas 
and inspiration. Some shade 

gardens emulate the informal look of 
naturally shaded areas while others are 
more formal and stylised. The enclosed 
nature of the shade garden means there’s 

much more sense of mystery and excitement 
than in an open space. The structures that 
provide shade also block sightlines so the 
entire garden may not be seen all at once. 
This gives visitors the chance to explore and 
investigate hidden surprises and vignettes. 
Capitalise on these assets to produce  
a unique and personalised garden.

CELEBRATE❤❤

Bright ideasCHOOSE

➤
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THE 
WOODLAND 
GLADE
Here, trees and woody 
‘understorey’ shrubs 
produce the shade, while 
the ground layer is a 
carefully orchestrated 
progression of smaller 
plants that provide 
beauty throughout 
the year. 

Winding paths curve 
between the trees 
inviting you to explore. 
Along the paths you can 
add wildlife features, 
sheltered sitting areas in 
secluded nooks, and use 
water features as a focal 
point or tucked away 
as a hidden surprise. 

THE ZEN CORNER
In Japanese or Chinese gardens balance is provided 
by picturesque asymmetrical design. Water can be 
used in koi ponds, cascading waterfalls or as still, 
reflective surfaces, while large rocks provide 
changes in level and screen off hidden areas. 

Evergreen and deciduous woody plants such as 
azaleas, Japanese maples, camellias, Hinoki 
cypress and flowering cherry and plum trees are 
carefully pruned into specific shapes, while spring 
blossom and autumn foliage bring ephemeral drama.

THE TROPICAL FOREST
The distinctive look of tropical shade 
gardens comes from planting dense 
layers of plants with large, dramatic 
and often colourful leaves. Try hardy 
evergreen Fatsia japonica with palms 
such as Trachycarpus fortunei and 
Chamaerops humilis. Add tender 
shade-loving houseplants in summer 
and pair with a water feature to add 
humidity, sound and motion. 
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➤

THE MOSS GARDEN 
Most mosses thrive in shade 
where conditions are cool and 
damp. A water feature is often 
incorporated into this style of 
garden because splashing water
keeps the moss healthy. 

Choose an area where you see 
moss occurring naturally and 
clear away competing plants. 
A section of mossy lawn is 
ideal: just remove the grass. 
The uniform look of moss is a 
fabulous foil for feathery ferns 
and bold hostas. Add a stepping 
stone path for well-travelled 
routes and clear off leaves in 
autumn. Most mosses thrive 
in acidic soils, so adjust your 
pH if necessary.

CELEBRATE

THE WATER GARDEN
Trees and walls that cast shade 
create a sense of enclosure that 
suits a water garden. They will 
also amplify scent and sound, 
and keep the water cool. In turn,
the mirrored water surface will 
bounce light around the shade 
garden, illuminating dark 
corners with dappled shadows. 

Choose appropriate marginal 
plants according to your soil 
conditions. The dramatic foliage 
of astilboides, petasites and 
rodgersia look fabulous reflected 
in the water. Pair these bold
plants with fine-textured  astilbe, 
adiantum ferns and aruncus. 
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PLANTS FOR 
DRY SHADE
ALCHEMILLA MOLLIS

Beautifully scalloped leaves 

and acid-green flowers. 

H60cm (2ft) S75cm (30in) 

ASPIDISTRA ELIATOR

Add this tender architectural 

leafy houseplant for summer 

interest. H and S60cm (2ft) 

AUCUBA JAPONICA

Japanese laurel with lustrous 

spotted leaves and red berries. 

H and S1.5–2.5m (5–8ft) 

BRUNNERA MACROPHYLLA

Silvery heart-shaped foliage 

and sprays of tiny blue flowers. 

H40cm (16in) S60cm (2ft)

CHASMANTHIUM LATIFOLIUM

Perennial grass with diamond-

shaped flattened seedheads. 

H1m (3ft 3in) S50cm (20in)

CYCLAMEN COUM

Late-winter-flowering hardy 

cyclamen with delicate pink 

flowers. H and S10cm (4in)

CYCLAMEN HEDERIFOLIUM

Pink or white autumn-flowering 

cyclamen with marbled leaves. 

H10cm (4in) S15cm (6in)

EPIMEDIUM VERSICOLOR 

‘SULPHUREUM’

Perennial woodlander with 

red-tinted leaves and sprays 

of primrose-yellow flowers. 

H and S30cm (12in) 

GERANIUM MACRORRHIZUM

Purplish-pink slender-stemmed 

flowers and aromatic leaves 

that often redden in autumn. 

H50cm (20in) S60cm (2ft)

IRIS DOMESTICA Berries in 

the seed pods from its spotted 

yellow, orange and red flowers 

give rise to name of blackberry 

lily. H50cm (20in) S10cm (4in)

MAHONIA AQUIFOLIUM

Vigorous evergreen shrub 

with prickly leaves, yellow 

spring flowers and black 

berries. H and S1m (3ft 3in)

RHUS AROMATICA

Aromatic leaves, fine autumn 

colour and yellow spring 

flowers. H1.2m (4ft) S1.5m (5ft) 

SABAL MINOR

Hardy dwarf palm with fan- 

shaped fronds. H and S1.5m (5ft) 

SEDUM (HYLOTELEPHIUM) 

Vibrant late-blooming clusters 

of flowers and fleshy, succulent 

leaves. H25–75cm (10–30in) 

S25–50cm (10–20in) 

Reader offer

THE STUMPERY
Upturned roots and stumps have a sculptural quality. Victorian 
gardeners loved to use them as a backdrop for displaying ferns. 
To make one, find a suitable stump (or upturned tree) and use it 
as your focal point, adding pockets of compost where required
and interplanting with ferns, hostas and other shade lovers for 
an unusual garden accent. 

THE CRAGGY HILLSIDE
Natural rocky outcrops on hillsides or near stream banks can be 
challenging to garden on due to shallow soil and sharp changes 
in level. If you have lots of rocks close to the soil surface, dig them 
up and use them to build walls, seats and planting beds. The 
well-drained soil between makes a great planting environment 
for delicate bulbs and spring-blooming woodland flowers. 

❤❤

S rSee our 
s shhade plants

offer 
4pp 104

Chasmanthium 

latifolium

Cyclamen coum

Aucuba japonica

Epimedium 

versicolor

This is an extract from 

Glorious Shade by Jenny Rose 

Carey (£17.99, Timber Press). 

To buy the book for just 

£15.99, call the EFC Bookshop 

on 01872 562327 or www.

efcbookshop.com, quoting 

‘Garden Answers’. Free p&p to 

UK mainland addresses

Geranium 

macrorrhizum

Sabal minor

Iris domestica
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The best winter clematis
you’ll ever grow

 Delightfully fragrant

 Lush, all year round foliage

 Flowers December to February

 Customer favourite

Clematis ‘Winter Beauty’
This superb, sought after evergreen with dense 
rich green foliage and waxy, snow white blooms 
bears its delicately fragrant fl owers in the depths of  
winter. The foliage, which keeps its vibrant leaves 
throughout the seasons, is so lush, that you’ll think it’s 
summertime all year round!
The thick luscious nodding bells emerge as soft 
pale green buds, turning white as they mature. Plant 
this energetic Clematis ‘Winter Beauty’ against 
a warm house wall so that you can appreciate its 
winter fl owers and fragrance from your window.  This 
popular variety will appreciate a sheltered site.
Height: 4m (13ft). Spread: 1.2m (4’). Pruning Group: 1

Dispatched as 7cm
potted plants in October.

Tower pot Supportive frame,
specially designed to train plants
into pillars of colour on your 
patio. Each pack contains; 1 black 
lattice design pot.
(39cm/15in diameter, 30cm/12in high),

1 pot saucer and a 2 part frame.
Total height of pot & frame:
1.3m (4’). From £19.99

DOUBLE
UP  FOR

1 p

HURRY OFFER MUST END SEPTEMBER 27th

£15NOW
ONLY

Clematis ‘Winter Beauty’
1 Plant £14.99 - 2 Plants £29.98

Product Code  Item Description Price Qty Total

TJ10048A Clematis ‘Winter Beauty’, 1 x 7cm pot £14.99

TJ10049A Clematis ‘Winter Beauty’, 2 x 7cm pot Worth £29.98 £15.00

TJ47569PA Tower Pot™ Pack (with saucer, pot and frame) £19.99

TJ47570PA 2 x Tower Pot™ Packs (with 2 saucers, 2 pots and frame) Worth £39.98 £29.99 

 P&P £4.95

Grand
Total
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‘Making your will is 

a lot easier than you

think. I’ve made mine. 

It’s one less thing 

to worry 

about!’

Get your 
FREE guide to

making 
a will today! 

Send the 
coupon to:

Freepost AGE UK REPLY
(Note: No further address required)

For your free guide, send to Freepost AGE UK REPLY (Note: No further address required)

Age UK* would like to let you know about the vital work we do for older people, our fundraising
appeals and opportunities to support us, as well as the Age UK products and services you can buy.
We will never sell your data and we promise to keep your details safe and secure. You can change
your mind at any time by writing to us at our registered address below.

I don’t want to receive communications by post.

One guide per household. AGUK0043 MXLC17LA12C001 

*Age UK includes the charity, its charitable and trading subsidiaries and national charities 
(Age Cymru, Age Scotland and Age NI). Age UK is a charitable company limited by guarantee
and registered in England (registered charity no. 1128267 and registered company no.
6825798). The registered address is Tavis House, 1–6 Tavistock Square, London WC1H 9NA. 
For further details on how your data is used and stored: www.ageuk.org.uk/help/privacy-policy
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Wills andestate planningPractical advice about making
and updating your will

AgeUKIG31

Moneymatters

Get your

FREE
guide

Making a will is one of those jobs that’s easy to keep
avoiding. We convince ourselves that writing a will is so
difficult that we continually put it off to another day.

In fact, it’s far easier than you may think. 

It’s also essential to have a will to help ensure that your
property and assets are left to the people that you
want to have them.

So what’s in Age UK’s 24-page FREE Wills and
estate planning guide for you?

This guide will tell you what you need to consider when
making a will, what you need to include in your will, the
areas where you need to seek professional advice and 
how to update your will when the need arises. 

All explained in easy to follow, plain English.

Our Free Guide will give you step-by-step practical 
advice and answer all your questions.
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What  
to do this

month October
Make 
nutritious 
leafmould, 

sow hardy 
annuals and order 
bareroot roses  
says Louise Curley

SPRUCE 
UP BORDERS

Try to resist the strong urge to cut back 

your garden borders at this time of year. You 

don’t want to be too tidy and leave yourself – and 

your garden wildlife – with  vast expanses of empty 

soil. Instead, decide which plants are still offering 

garden value and can therefore remain, and which  

ones really need to go. 

l LEAVE INTACT any plant that has attractive seedheads,  

seasonal colour or berries because these will create 

interesting silhouettes in the low autumn light. They’ll 

catch any frost and provide food and shelter for wildlife. 

l TAKE SECATEURS to soggy foliage that’s flopping 

onto paths because this can become a slip 

hazard. Also cut back anything that’s dying 

an unattractive death and spoiling 

your autumn border display. ➤
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What to do this month...

PLANT NOW FOR SUMMER 

Order bareroot roses to  

create a romantic bower 

Planting bareroot roses is more cost 
effective than buying their container-

grown siblings; they also tend to establish 
more quickly because they have a wider 
root spread than roses that have been 
restricted in pots. 

However there’s only a short window of 
opportunity to buy them and get them in 
the ground. Bareroot roses are available 
only from November to March because the 
plants need to be dormant when they’re 
lifted and despatched by the nursery, and 
popular cultivars will soon sell out. 

The best time for planting bareroot 
roses is late autumn before the ground 
becomes frosted or waterlogged, so 
order your plants now to make sure 
they’re delivered in good time. 

Roses are a traditional garden favourite, 
but that doesn’t mean they can’t work in a 
more contemporary planting style. At 
Wynyard Hall in County Durham they’re 
planted among grasses and herbaceous 
perennials, as well as scrambling over 
pergolas and up pillars.

ORDER BAREROOT ROSES
Fill your garden with colour 
and perfume using these 
reliable, affordable plants 

‘Complicata’ Arching 

stems with single pink, 

golden-centred blooms. 

H1.5m (5ft) S1.8m (6ft)

‘Aloha’ Repeat-flowering 

climber with healthy leaves 

and fragrant pink blooms. 

H3.5m (12ft) S1.5m (5ft)

‘A Shropshire Lad’ Soft 

apricot repeat bloomer 

with a fine fruity aroma. 

H3m (10ft) S1.5m (5ft) 

‘Jacques Cartier’ AGM

Large, ruffled, perfumed, 

deep pink flowers.  

H1.2m (4ft) S90cm (3ft)

‘Windrush’ Floriferous 

pale butter-yellow shrub 

rose with a spicy musk 

scent. H and S1.2m (4ft)

‘Wollerton Old Hall’ 

Bushy, upright, perfumed, 

creamy-apricot climber. 

H3.5m (12ft) 90cm (3ft)
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SOW A TREE

EASY GARDENING

At this time of year, trees and 

shrubs are laden with fruit and seed 

pods, and although many will grow 

too big for most gardens, sorbus, 

acer, hawthorn, crab apples and 

hazels are all worth trying. 

EXTRACT THE SEEDS Pick

out seeds from pods and 

pips from apples. Push 

berries through a sieve to reach the 

seed inside and wash off any pulp, 

which can inhibit germination. 

Certain seeds need to be sown fresh 

and many require exposure to cold 

(stratification) in order to germinate. 

SOW INTO POTS Fill pots 

with seed or multipurpose 

compost mixed with 

horticultural grit for good drainage. 

Mix berry seeds with sand (above) 

for ease of sowing and sprinkle over 

the compost surface, then lightly 

cover. Push larger tree seeds into 

the compost so they’re hidden.

LEAVE THEM OUTSIDE

Water the pots then place 

them somewhere sheltered 

outside so that the seeds are 

exposed to the cold over winter. 

In time the seedlings will need 

to be potted on into a larger pot 

of loam-based compost such as 

John Innes No 1, for establishment.

Plant 
an acer

bes

colour and, w

their elegant branch s

seasonal must-have. There are p

choose from, some making substantial

specimen trees and others more suitable 

for container growing.

Japanese acers prefer moist but 

well-drained fertile soil. Their foliage c

be prone to scorching from wind a

strong sunshine so plant them in

a sheltered spot with a little sha

✿ See our Plant in focus feature

Store away  
garden furniture
Although it’s nice to have somewhere 

in the garden to sit with a cup of tea 

on a mild autumn day, it’s worth 

moving your main garden furniture 

into a garage or shed to protect it 

from the worst weather. 

✿ If you don’t have space for storing 

chairs and tables, invest in purpose-

made covers or a tarpaulin.

✿ Before storing, clean wooden 

furniture with a stiff brush to get rid 

of any dirt, lichens and bird droppings. 

✿ Wash metal and plastic furniture 

with soapy water and allow to dry 

before storing them for winter.

ober’s weather 

n be a mixed bag. 

Indian summer 

ght bring mild days 

d plenty of sparkling 

umn sunshine, but the 

rter days mean longer, 

r nights and possibly 

ms can also arrive 

this month, bringing heavy rain and 

wind, so use a fine spell to prepare 

perennials and tender plants 

for winter dormancy.

herwatch

1

2

3

Plant up 
wallflowers
These colourful, 

fragrant spring 

blooms are the perfect 

companions for 

spring-flowering 

bulbs, particularly 

tulips. They’re biennial 

and easy to grow from 

seed in June and July, 

but if you didn’t get 

round to it in summer, 

plugs growing in 

polystyrene trays or 

bareroot plants are 

widely available from 

garden centres or by 

mail order this month. 

Plant them out as 

soon as you get them 

so they have a chance 

to become established 

before winter.

There are plenty to

choose from, some making substantial

Weatherwatch
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1Leave them where they fall...
Fallen leaves can be left to 

decompose on garden borders,  

as long as you clear them away  

from plant crowns to avoid rot. 

2...Or store them neatly
For a neater option, store them 

in a plastic rubbish bin. Drill holes  

in the base and sides to allow air to 

circulate, and let excess moisture 

out. Or store in plastic bin liners 

(make holes with a garden fork) or  

a DIY wire cage made from wooden 

stakes surrounded with chicken wire. 

3Keep them moist, not soggy
Make sure the leaves stay moist 

because this aids decomposition. 

Add water if they’re dry. The mulch 

should be ready to use next autumn 

– or w

mor

What to do this month...hh

Direct sow hardy annuals
Sowing hardy annual seed in autumn is an excellent way 

to make sure plants such as Ammi majus, Briza maxima, 

Papaver somniferum and Nigella damascena get off to a 

good start in spring. Make sure the area is weed free before 

you start. Dig over the soil, rake and firm so the small seeds 

can make good contact with it. 

Either broadcast the seed or make shallow drills 15–45cm 

(6–18in) apart and sow thinly in lines. These will look more 

naturalistic as the plants develop and mature. Water well 

using a watering can and fine rose.   

LIFT OR MULCH DAHLIA TUBERS

Make leafmould

gold. Decayed leaves provide useful 

organic matter, which improves the 

soil’s structure and water-retaining 

properties. They tend to break down 

more slowly than other vegetation, 

so compost leaves separately. 

Dig up dahlias from 

cold, wet soils

Dahlias are tender 

perennials so the cold 

and wet of winter can 

cause the tubers to rot. 

Lifting and storing the 
tubers over winter is  
the best way to ensure 
they’ll survive. Here’s  
how to do it: 
1. Once the first frosts 

have blackened the 
foliage, cut the stems 
down to 10-15cm (4-6in). 
2. Carefully lift the root 
ball and remove as much 
soil as possible from 

around the tubers. 
3. Store the tubers

upside down in a dark, 
frost-free, dry place for  
a couple of days to allow 
any moisture to drain  
or evaporate away. 
4. Brush off any soil, 

wrap the tubers in 
newspaper and pop  
them in crates or trays 
over winter in a well-
ventilated, frost-free 
place. Check on them 
occasionally for signs  
of rot and mildew.

If you don’t have space 
to store tubers, and have a 
sheltered garden and light 
(not clay) soil, recent mild 
winters have made it 
possible to leave dahlia 
tubers in the ground. 

Cut back any top 
growth to just above the 
soil then cover with bark 
chippings and a layer of 
compost. These will help 
water drain away from 
the centre of the plant  
and provide insulation 
against cold.

  “It’s not too late to plant up
bulbs for forcing in prett
pots. In the depths of wint
the sight and smell of 
hyacinths and paperwhit
narcissi will raise your spirits...”

Louise says:

Give houseplants 
more light 
Now that light levels are lower, 

you can move houseplants prone 

to scorch (such as African violets, 

right) onto a south-facing 

window sill. Water once the 

compost surface becomes dry, 

using water at room temperature. 

Avoid watering the leaves and 

keep away from draughts.

should be ready to use next autumn
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EASY GARDENING

HARDWOOD CUTTINGS
Easy propagation

Make more shrubs, trees and climbers for 
free with this straightforward technique

Protect soil structure
Heavy autumn rain can damage soil 

structure and cause erosion. Protect  

any areas of bare ground with a mulch 

of well-rotted manure, compost or 

leafmould, which will add nutrients 

and organic matter over time. 

l Green manures such as phacelia 

(shown below) are an attractive option 

for the veg patch. Hungarian grazing

 rye is hardy, so can be sown a little later, 

and will also survive any frost.  

l Cardboard can be laid on larger veg 

beds and allotments, weighed down 

with stones, bricks or compost. This 

will protect the soil and stop weed 

seeds germinating in a mild spell.
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INSULATE THE GREENHOUSE

NET PONDS

decaying foliage and leaves that

On a dr

CH Check

rotting – there’s

still time to

Trim the bottom just below a bud Plant in pots of gritty compost

H
ardwood cuttings are an easy 
way to propagate a whole host 
of woody climbers, trees and 

shrubs. They’re best taken when the 
leaves have just fallen and the plant 
is dormant, in mid-to-late autumn, 
although they can be made right 
through to late winter. 

Hardwood cuttings are often 
grown in trenches in the ground, 
but small quantities are just as easy 
to grow in containers.

How to do it
l Pick the right stems Choose long, 
healthy, vigorous shoots from this 
year’s growth that are of regular 
thickness. Use secateurs to remove 
them, cutting above a bud. 
l Cut into sections Remove the soft 
tip then cut the stem into sections 

about 20cm (8in) long. Trim above 
a bud with a sloping cut. This will  
indicate the top of the cutting (it’s 
important to plant it in the compost
the right way up). For the bottom
of the cutting, cut just below a bud
with a straight cut. 
l Plant them in pots of well-drained 

compost Fill deep containers with a 
free-draining compost mix – 50:50 
compost and horticultural grit. 
Push the cuttings in around the edge,
leaving one-third above the surface 
of the compost. 
l Water them After watering, place 
the pot in a cold greenhouse, cold 
frame or a sheltered spot. Leave the 
cuttings  in their pots until the
following autumn, making sure they 
don’t dry out. Once they’ve rooted, 
pot on into individual containers.



PINK& BLUE
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Y
ou can practically taste the season 
of mists and mellow fruitfulness
with this border in shades of dusky 

pink and silvery blue. Even on clear days the 
perovskia adds a blue haze to the planting, 
while the sun-washed pink palette perfectly 
conjures the slipping away of summer.
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purpurea

ub

‘Inverleith’

STEP 2

The planting combination is also a canny 
choice if you’re after a long flowering, tough 
and fairly low-maintenance border (who 
isn’t?) – with the bonus that it attracts 
butterflies and bees. 

A sunny site and well-drained soil will 
ensure the best display, the exception being 

CHOOSE THE RIGHT PLANTSTSTEP 1

SEDUM ‘AUTUMN JOY’ 

(HYLOTELEPHIUM)

Dependable plate-like clusters 

of green buds open to pale 

pink flowers in August, 

darkening coppery red in 

autumn. Fleshy succulent 

foliage. H and S60cm (2ft)

ECHINACEA PURPUREA 

‘RUBINSTERN’

Large coneflower whose 

central cone is surrounded 

by strongly horizontal 

pinky-red petals. 

H90cm (3ft) S45cm (18in)

PERSICARIA AMPLEXICAULIS  

‘INVERLEITH’  

Compact perennial with 

spikes of tiny pink-red 

flowers from July to Octo

above mounds of elegan

green foliage. Full sun or p

shade. H and S60cm (24

PEROVSKIA ‘BLUE SPIRE’ 

Aromatic-leaved sub-shrub

with silvery stems and air

plumes bearing a haze of t

violet-blue flowers. Bleac

stems stand well into win

H and S90cm (3ft)

the persicaria (and, if you include it, the 
lythrum at the back), which are happiest in 
a soil that doesn’t dry out. You’ll need to do a 
bit of tweaking to ensure they have a more 
moisture-retentive growing medium 
around their roots. Simply fill the planting 
hole with plenty of well-rotted compost.

PLAN YOUR BORDER IN 3 EASY STEPS

➤

40  Garden Answers  

EASY GARDENING



COLOUR & CONTRAST 

Spires of silvery blue 

perovskia set off the 

pink blooms of  

persicaria, echinacea 

and sedum in front

Subscribe at www.greatmagazines.co.uk  41
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Make the display last...

EUPATORIUM PURPUREUM  

Clump-forming garden giant 

topped with domed clusters 

of dusky-pink flowers.  

H2m (6½ft) S90cm (3ft)

MISCANTHUS SINENSIS 

‘MORNING LIGHT’  

Elegant compact miscanthus 

with cream-edged foliage.  

H and S1.2m (4ft)

ANEMONE HYBRIDA 

‘ELEGANS’ Late summer 

perennial with pale pink 

flowers that float on wispy 

stems. H and S1.2m (4ft)

LYTHRUM SALICARIA ‘FIRE 

CANDLE’ Upright stems with 

magenta-pink flowers June to 

autumn. Needs reliably moist 

soil. H1.2m (4ft) S60cm (2ft)

EASY GARDENING      

1 Start with the perovskia
Unlike the rest of the planting, the 

perovskia is a sub-shrub rather than a 
perennial, growing from a woody base. 
Plant into well-drained ground; they hate
winter wet and will even take poor, dry, 
sandy soil. Those on heavy soil might be 
better to wait until spring. Leave its 
elegant white stems to stand over winter
then in late spring prune back to a woody
framework. Wait for signs of new growth
before you cut back in April or even May.

They’re an easy plant to propagate from
softwood cuttings using new growth in
late spring and a very gritty compost.  

2 Add the sedum 
(hylotelephium)

October is a great time to plant hardy 
perennials like the sedum. The ground 
is still warm and workable and there’s 
enough moisture in the soil to help roots
get established. After planting, finish w

This perennial planting needs a clear, 

weed-free start. You’YY ll kick yourself if you 

have to lift everything out again in a year 

due to bindweed or ground elder. Dig over 

the area breaking up compacted ground 

and adding plenty of well-rotted organic 

matter. If there are perennial weeds, 

consider covering the area with compost 

and tough black plastic for a year to 

eradicate them. It might seem extreme 

but it’s worth taking time to get it right. 

Waiting a year would also give you time 

to grow on and propagate plants so you 

can plant in greater numbers at lower 

cost. When you plant, aim for generous 

groups of five or more, and keep them 

fairly self-contained. This isn’t one of those 

plantings that intermingle. 

STEP 3

PLANT YOUR BORDER
a mulch of well-
rotted organic 
matter and be careful 
not to cover the crown 
of the plant. In future 
leave the flowering 
stems to provide winter 
interest, finally cutting 
them away in March just 
as new growth starts. 

If you find plants grow 
too well on a rich soil and 
become floppy, cut back the 
shoot tips in early June. This 
delays flowering but also keeps 
the plant more compact

3 Plant the persicaria 
Brightly coloured persicaria 

‘Inverleith’  is relatively compact compared
to other persicarias, but still thrives in 
moist soil and does best on a loam or clay. 
Plant in autumn or spring and add lots of 

h 

O yOOr try
this...

o its planting site to beef up the soil and
help it hold on to water. 

Divide established plants every few 
years. Wait until spring and use a sharp

pade or bread knife to split clumps. 
Mulching around plants will help conserve 
moisture as well as keeping on top of weeds.

Finish with the echinacea
Those on lighter soil can plant 

echinaceas in autumn; on heavier ground 
wait until spring. Echinacea can be
shortlived and a wet winter on clay may 
mean they never reappear, especially if they 
haven’t been in the ground long. 
Mulch around plants but be careful not to 
cover the crown. If you need to move 
established plants, do it in spring. 

Deadhead flowers early in the season 
but leave later blooms so the central cone 
stands into winter; seed-eating finches
will thank you for it. ✿

Echinacea and perovskia 

look lovely with the 

vibrant tufts of Monarda 

didyma ‘Pink Lace’

4
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THIS TRANQUIL courtyard garden in 
Northamptonshire is full of exciting foliage
plants. “I love plants with attractive leaf 
shapes and I’m a huge fan of acers too,” says 
owner Gill Lockhart, Garden Answers’ 
Art Editor. “My problem with this border is 
that I’m not sure the brachyglottis fits in 
with the overall look and the daylilies didn’t 
flower well because it’s too shady. I’d love 
some ideas for what to plant instead.”

With any border rejig it’s important to 
choose plants that will thrive in your site and 
soil. In Gill’s small east-facing plot the soil is 
quite light and sandy, and though the border 
enjoys a blast of early morning sunshine, it’s 
plunged into shade during the afternoon. 

Our gardening expert Ian Hodgson has 
suggested six shade-tolerant plants that will 

help boost colour and improve the range 
of foliage shapes. “For a more bold and 
colourful architectural element here, Gill 
could go for the pinky-orange strap-shaped 
leaves of phormium ‘Maori Sunrise’,” 
suggests Ian. “That would give the area just 
the colour lift it needs. Or, pick an orange 
crocosmia for late-summer flowers instead.ocosmia

“As ground cover, the athyrium fern 
will help to tie the silvery brachyglottis into 
the scheme, while the warm tones of the 
heuchera and phormium will echo the red 
of the acer opposite and brickwork behind.

“I’d also thin out the brachyglottis and
raise the canopy of the fatsia to make space 
for the ferns, hostas and heucheras.”
l Need help with a border that’s lost its 

lustre? Write to us at the address on p103

SITE Small paved courtyard garden 

ASPECT East-facing   

BORDER DIMENSIONS 2.7m (9ft) x 

1.2m (4ft) tapering to 80cm (2½ft) 

SOIL Improved sandy loam  

PLANTS USED Fatsia, brachyglottis, 

hemerocallis ‘Stafford’, acer ‘Garnet’ 

(in pot) and ‘Osakazuki’, ferns, stripy 

equisetum and annual zinnias in pots

STYLE Lush and architectural 

COLOUR SCHEME Warm spice

Fact file

BORDER
RESCUE

Garden Answers Art Editor Gill Lockhart wants  
planting ideas to improve her shady foliage border 
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“Help me brighten up this  s



TRY THESE PLANTS

HOSTA ‘PATRIOT’
Vigorous variegated 

hosta, white margins. 

Flowers Jul–Aug. H50cm 

(20in) S1m (3ft 3in)

PLANTING OPTIONS
Gill’s border has a gap in it where her 
daylilies struggled. Planting ideas include 
adding an architectural phormium  
or a bright orange crocosmia, plus  
some shade-tolerant groundcover such as 
ferns, hostas and red-toned heucheras.

s  shady corner”

NEXT STEPS
Gill needs to remove 

the lower branches 

of the fatsia and 

thin out the silvery 

brachyglottis to make 

space for shade-tolerant 

groundcover 

(heucheras, ferns,  

hostas) underneath. 

She can then remove 

the daylilies and replace 

with the phormium or 

crocosmia. The silvery 

athyrium fern will help 

tie the brachyglottis 

into the colour scheme.

PHORMIUM 
‘MAORI SUNRISE’
Bold, strappy, evergreen 

perennial. H90cm (3ft) 

S1.5m (5ft)

CROCOSMIA ‘STAR 
OF THE EAST’
Strappy-leaved perennial. 

Flowers Jun–Sep. H70cm 

(28in) S20cm (8in)

ATHYRIUM 
NIPONICUM
Deciduous fern with 

silvery-green foliage. 

H30cm (12in) S1.2m (4ft)

TRICYRTIS HIRTA
Speckled toad lily grows 

from rhizomes. Flowers 

Aug–Oct. H80cm (32in) 

S60cm (2ft)

HEUCHERA ‘PEACH 
FLAMBÉ’ Groundcover 

plant with scalloped 

leaves. Flowers Jun–Oct. 

H and S40cm (16in)

Bamboo

Fern

Planting plan Brachyglottis Acer 
palmatum
‘Osakazuki’Fatsia 

japonica

Phormium

Athyrium 
fern

Crocosmia
Heuchera
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 know you want to keep 

your garden looking fabulous all 

year round. That’s why it makes 

such good sense to subscribe: 

you’ll receive 13 issues of 

Garden Answers, each packed 

with seasonal planting ideas, inspiring reader 

gardens, gourmet fruit and veg to grow, and ideas 

for gardening in harmony with wildlife. Becoming  

a subscriber means this rich source of year-round 

gardening ideas is delivered direct to your door,  

13 times a year, at a whopping discount when you 

take out an annual subscription. 

Sign up by 10 October and receive all 13 issues  

for the special price of £2.62 an issue. It’s the 

perfect way to save money and make the most  

of your garden too!

Liz Potter

Editor

Subscribe at www.greatmagazines.co.uk 47   



DESIGNER 
GARDEN

LATE-SUMMER SPLENDOUR 

Collarette dahlia ‘Hillcrest Regal’ 

basks in the last rays of summer 

sun, alongside cleomes, helenium 

and salvias ‘Indigo Spires’ and 

rusty red S. confertiflora
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BEAUTIFUL GARDENS

“We’re not afraid 
of colour”

This exciting garden in Sussex is full of 
daring colour combinations. Head Gardener 

Tom Coward reveals his approach

Subscribe at www.greatmagazines.co.uk  49
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F
ew gardens have such breathtaking 
beauty as this atmospheric garden 
in Sussex. Belonging to historic 
Gravetye Manor (now a lavish 

country hotel), its colourful autumn 
plantings have a bold vibrancy that’s a 
welcome sight on a cold grey October day. 

“The manor was the home of Victorian 
horticulturist William Robinson,” 
explains Head Gardener Tom Coward. 
“Robinson pioneered naturalism in 
gardening at a time when carpet bedding 
and tightly clipped topiary were the order 
of the day. He travelled the world studying 
plants in their natural habitat and when 
he came to Gravetye in 1884, he set about 
replicating some of those habitats here.”

Through his journalism and two 
notable books, The Wild Garden (1870) 
and The English Flower Garden (1889) 
– one of the best-selling gardening books 
of all time – Robinson championed the  

“Robinson created a garden 
that would be resilient to 
neglect but mature over time”

IN THE GARDEN WITH…
Tom Coward, Head Gardener

AT Gravetye Manor, 
Vowels Lane, 
West Hoathly, 
Sussex RH19 4LJ 

GARDEN SIZE 35 acres
SITE South-facing slope
SOIL Heavy, acidic clay with
green sandstone outcrops
FEATURES Alpine mead
flower garden; 
herbaceous borders; 
azalea bank; walled 
kitchen garden; 
woodland garden; 
orchard; greenhouses 
VISIT Private garden 
open for special 
occasions. Book in for 
afternoon tea, lunch 
or dinner in the 
Michelin-starred 

restaurant, or stay overnight 
in the hotel accomodation 
CONTACT Call 01342 810567; 
email info@gravetyemanor.co.uk 
or visit www.gravetyemanor.co.uk
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FLOWER RICHES (clockwise from top 

left) Flowers of salvia ‘Waverly’ and red 

dahlia ‘Dovegrove’ with persicaria ‘Pink 

Elephant’ and white erigeron; Rudbeckia 

hirta ‘Cherry Brandy’ and tagetes 

‘Cinnabar’; Rosa glauca hips with dahlia 

‘Magenta Star’; Kniphofia rooperi and i

Miscanthus sinensis ‘Variegatus’; fiery mix is

of tagetes, helenium and kniphofia

use of perennials in mixed herbaceous 
planting schemes. “At Gravetye Robinson 
put his ideas into practice, creating a 
garden that would be resilient to neglect 
but which would mature over time. It’s a 
living testament to his ideas,” says Tom. 

Tom joined the Gravetye team in 2010, 
after a three-year stint working alongside 
Fergus Garrett at Great Dixter. “The 
gardens here had fallen into neglect, so 
my remit was to restore and conserve them, 
but also to progress them in homage to 
Robinson’s experimental style,” he says. 
“We’ve used written archives, photographs 
and especially paintings to recreate the 
style Robinson adopted in his later life.

BEAUTIFUL GARDENS



52  Garden Answers  



Subscribe at www.greatmagazines.co.uk 53

“We started by restoring the wildflower 
meadow on the garden’s south-facing 
slope. It was one of the first ‘designed’ 
meadows, dating back to the 1880s. Here 
Robinson wanted to replicate the beauty 
of an alpine meadow, and one of his most 
enduring legacies is the tapestry of 
thousands of naturalised bulbs here.” 

Starting in February, vast colonies of 
snowdrops and crocus give way to native 
daffodils, Scilla siberica, bluebells, native 
pink Cardamine pratensis and Anemone 
nemorosa ‘Robinsoni a’ – a c l i
named after Robinso
Summer wildflowers – ox
daisies, buttercups an
thousands of common 
spotted orchids – are 
allowed to run to seed b
the meadow is cut  
for hay and the autum
colchicums come  
into flower.

But it’s the flower garden that’s the 
main site of autumn interest. “We don’t 
have an ‘autumn border’ as such,” says 
Tom. “Instead we’ve planted our 
herbaceous borders intensively for a 
succession of colour, so the season lasts  
as long as possible.

“The garden is laid out just as it was in 
Robinson’s time, with one long border  
and a series of beds around a central 
courtyard. In spring we start with a broad 
sweep of around 6,000 tulips to help unify 
the garden, then the flowers continue 
right the way through until November.”

Autumn plants include asters ‘Little 
Carlow’, ‘Lutetia’ and ‘Winston S 
Churchill’; salvias ‘Waverly’ and ‘Indigo 
S i ’ d d hli s ‘D egrove’ and 

ultivar carefully 
our impact.
loyd taught me, 

e afraid of colour,” 
ears at Dixter. 
ople will say  

e orange in  
hristo always 
ur should be 

pletely ruled out.

“I think that making a good colour 
combination is a matter of always looking 
at the plants around you. There must be 
300,000 flowering species to choose from, 
so you have to be picky and study other 
people’s choices closely. 

“I like to look at the small details of 
combinations. For instance, dahlia 
‘Dovegrove’ is a red dahlia with an 
underlying purple hue that you wouldn’t 
notice unless you placed it with 
something like Verbena bonariensis,  
and then the purple is more obvious. 

“Sunlight and the time of year affect 
colours too. In spring, after a long grey 
winter you need the bright cheerful spring 
colours of daffodils and tulips. In June, 
when the sun is higher in the sky, you have 
to work with softer, more subtle, pastel 
flower colours. By comparison, autumn 
light is so soft and atmospheric that 
intense purples and pinks work well, 
especially in this country and climate. 

“You also have to look at the big picture 
– the undulating border repetition, shapes 
and contrast – and be able to see how each 
plant works in the space. It’s very 
important to understand the overall 
atmosphere and story you’re trying to tell.

“Robinson was the first to describe the 
garden as an outside room. He thought it 
was important that the place closest to 
the house should be full of your favourite 
plants grown in a simple way.”✿

“We planted our herbaceous 
borders intensively for  
a succession of colour”

BEAUTIFUL GARDENS

“So although people will say

PERFECT PALETTE (clockwise from left) 

Dahlia ‘Hillcrest Regal’ with blue Salvia 

uliginosa, helenium ‘Lemon Queen’ and 

Tagetes patula ‘Harlequin’; Ipomoea lobata 

and salvia ‘Waverly’; aster ‘Lutetia’ with  

verbena and helianthus ‘Carine’; dahlia 

‘Clair de Lune’, helenium ‘Sahin’s Early 

Flowerer’ and salvia ‘Indigo Spires’ 

INSET Anemone nemorosa ‘Robinsoniana’
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DRIPPING WITH DEW Late 

perennials shimmer with colour 

in early autumn. At the back are 

lofty New England asters in pink 

and blue, alongside wispy 

calamagrostis grasses, achillea 

seedheads and deep burgundy 

dahlia ‘Arabian Night’ 
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“We wanted a garden 
for all seasons”

This pretty country garden has seasonal surprises round 
every corner. Owner Debbie Hollingworth shows us around
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 and 
IN THE GARDEN WITH…
Debbie Hollingworth 

AT Goltho Gardens and 
Nursery, Lincoln Road, 
Goltho, Market Rasen, 
Lincolnshire LN8 5NF

GARDEN SIZE 4½ acres 
SITE Flat, with excellent views
SOIL Heavy clay, mulched annually 
with rotted manure
FEATURES Long borders with 

grass walk; seasonal interest from nut 
walk (spring garden), winter walk 
and autumn borders; rose garden with 
David Austin roses; gravel garden; prairie 
garden; formal potager with brick paths; 
two large ponds with boardwalk
VISIT Open for National Garden Scheme 
24 Sept 10am-4pm. Garden and 
tearooms open daily 10 February to

5  
CONTACT 768; 

dens.
s.com
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his stunning country garden really 
comes into its own in late summer 
and autumn. Designed as a garden 
for all seasons, its meandering 

paths lead between deep herbaceous 
borders filled with late roses, asters and 
backlit grasses, affording ‘big sky’ views 
over the Lincolnshire landscape.

“My husband Sean and I moved here in 
1998,” says owner Debbie Hollingworth. 
“The house was virtually derelict and 
hadn’t been lived in for nine years. There 
was such a big hole in the roof you could 
see the garden right through it, although 
there was no actual garden here at the 
time – just a field of wheat waiting to be 
harvested, and an oak tree. It was a full  
18 months before we could move in.”

Sean and Debbie did most of the house 
renovation themselves and by the time  
it was finished they were itching to get 
started on the garden. “We wanted it to be 

“We were keen to organise it 
into paths and planting areas 
for a better sense of structure

BEAUTIFUL GARDENS

tearooms open daily 10 February to
29 October 10am-4pm. Admission £5

CONT ebbie on 01673 857768;
email bookings@golthogardens.

com; www.golthogardens.com

The semi-triangular plot has been

divided into planting zones using

long vistas and grassy paths
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METALLIC HUES (clockwise from top left) 

The autumn border is brimming with 

asters, sedum ‘Autumn Joy’, rudbeckia 

‘Goldsturm’ and calamagrostis; a grass 

path leads between a variegated cornus 

and holly tree; crocosmia ‘Star of the East’; 

the main vista with leycesteria on the right; 

cercis ‘Forest Pansy’ in its autumn finery 

with Euphorbia wulfenii characias

sympathetic to the age of the house,” says 
Debbie. “And, as the garden, nursery and 
tearooms are open to the public from 
February to October, it was important  
to keep it looking good all year round.” 

One of the first things the couple did 
was plant a shelterbelt of shrubs and trees 
around the perimeter. “It gave us some 
essential protection, as Lincolnshire is a 
rather flat, windy county,” says Debbie. 

The four-and-a-half acre plot is an 
awkward, semi-triangular shape, so 
Debbie and Sean were keen to organise it 
into paths and planting areas, for a better 
sense of structure. “We started out by 
creating a long vista – a broad, straight, 
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runway of grass stretching away from the 
house at right angles, with planting areas 
on either side,” explains Debbie. “Next  
we laid out a few of the other main paths 
such as the nut walk and winter walk, 
which broke the layout into smaller, more 
manageable areas and then allocated 
where the autumn garden and wildflower 
meadow would go. We don’t have garden 
rooms as such – the design is more open 
than that – but we do have certain themed 
areas that flow from one to the next. 

“To create the nut walk, we planted 60 
hazel saplings – just tiny plants because 
we’re big believers that you should plant 
small and let them grow. Now it’s our 
spring garden, full of hazelnut catkins, 
daffodils, hellebores and forget-me-nots. 
Later in the year the hazel canopy closes 
in to create a feeling of seclusion – the 
seat at one end of the walk is a favourite 
place to sit and escape the summer heat.”

In contrast, the autumn border is more 
open, filled mainly with asters, Rudbeckia 
fulgida sullivantii ‘Goldsturm’, and 
helianthus ‘Lemon Queen’ and ‘Loddon 
Gold’. “We’ve planted them with grasses 
such as Miscanthus sinensis ‘Variegatus’, 
which is a big tall one, and Anamenthele 
lessoniana, which seeds around a bit.  
Our priairie planting scheme is good for 
autumn colour and interest too: it’s our 
take on Piet Oudolf, where we grow 
monardas, eupatorium and really tall 
rudbeckia ‘Gloriosa Daisies’. 

“There’s also a stunning display of 
autumn-flowering pink Cyclamen 
hederifolium in our woodland area,  
which is very atmospheric in autumn.”

In summer, Debbie’s romantic rose 
garden boasts a fabulous collection of 
David Austin cultivars. “They flower  
for ages and smell wonderful,” she says. 
“One of the most dramatic sights is our 
rambling rose ‘Paul’s Himalayan Musk’, 
which clambers all over our yew tree. 
There’s no real colour theme here – but 
we’ve got lots of pink, with a bit of red and 
yellow. I’ve underplanted the roses with 

Dutch iris and alliums, with a haze of blue 
nepeta from June to September, and white 
Lilium candidum in July.”

Summer is the garden’s busiest time  
in terms of visitor numbers. “So, I have 
two lovely ladies help out – Chrissie and 
Jayne. When Sean and I do get the chance 
to relax we usually spend time together on 
the decking around the pond for family 
drinks with our grown-up daughters 
Kirsty and Emma, or if it’s too hot we’ll go 
under the bower by the side of the house, 
where we have family meals in summer.”

The couple run a small nursery where 
visitors can buy plants. “We like to 
specialise in herbaceous perennials, 
which are my first love,” says Debbie. 
“The idea is to walk around the garden  
for inspiration then buy the plants,  
after getting an idea of their size and  
the conditions they need to grow best.” ✿

“The autumn border is more 
open... filled with asters, 
rudbeckia and helianthus”

SEASONAL SPACES (clockwise from far 

left) A neat boardwalk, framed by Verbena 

bonariensis offers views of the ponds;s

carpets of Cyclamen hederifolium clothe 

the woodland floor; aster ‘Little Carlow’ 

with sedum ‘Autumn Joy’; leeks and 

marigolds in the potager; the long vista; 

rudbeckia ‘Goldsturm’ with seedheads of 

once-pink Filipendula rubra ‘Venusta’
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“My perennial garden 
is full of surprises”is full of surprises”

This charming country garden in     Hampshire  
has an elegant yet relaxed and informal feel.  

Owner Gillian Pugh explains how she created it

NATURAL PROFUSION Grasses 

Stipa gigantea, calamagrostis 

‘Karl Foerster’ and blue-green 

Miscanthus sinensis create an 

ethereal backdrop for Verbena 

bonariensis, perovskia ‘Blue 

Spire’, pink Salvia jamensis, 

orange helenium ‘Moerheim 

Beauty’ and Digitalis ferruginea
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 and 
IN THE 
GARDEN 
WITH…
Gillian & 
Dick Pugh

AT The Buildings, Broughton, 
Stockbridge, Hampshire SO20 8BH
GARDEN SIZE 1½ acres
SITE South-facing
SOIL Thin, chalky
FEATURES Walled garden with 
herbaceous perennial planting; 
80-strong salvia collection; grasses; 
formal vistas; gravel planting; 
farmland setting
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et against a backdrop of picture-
postcard hills, valleys and crisply 
cut fields, this enchanting walled 
garden in Hampshire is planted for 

a succession of perennials and ornamental 
grasses. “It looks amazing from summer all 
the way through winter,” says owner Gillian 
Pugh. “The ground floor windows look out 
on an ever-changing panorama of colours 
and textures.”

Gillian has known this rolling landscape 
since she was a child. “It was part of my 
parents’ farm,” she says. “Even now, I love to 
walk through the fields. Having lived here so 
long you inevitably take it all for granted, but 
the setting has undoubtedly influenced my 
use of ornamental grasses in the garden.”

Gillian and her husband Dick have lived 
here for 45 years, having transformed a 
former concrete cattle yard into an elegant 
walled garden for their 18th-century 
farmhouse. “When we first moved here the 

yard was concreted over and the garden was 
scattered with agricultural machinery. To 
this day, old hardcore still lurks beneath the 
surface. Even where there’s a reasonable 
depth of soil, there’s chalk not far below.”

Even so, Gillian saw the potential for a 
lovely garden. “In those early days we created 
a broad, circular bed in the middle, divided it 
into four and edged it with box. We filled the 
beds with huge old-fashioned roses – a 
Villandry-style idea – and, in their day, the 
roses were brilliant. Thirty years on they 
were ailing so, in 2004, we dug them out.”

In their place Gillian created three 
segments filled with grasses and perennials, 

“Old hardcore still lurks 
beneath the surface... and 
there’s chalk not far below”

VIEWS & VISTAS (clockwise from top left) 

Calamagrostis ‘Karl Foerster’ guards steps 

to the gravel garden, with Echinops ritro

‘Veitch’s Blue’, helenium ‘Waltraut’, nigella 

and self-sown erigeron; a tapestry of 

perennials with fields beyond; a standard 

bay makes a stately focal point; an old 

copper cistern; echinacea with agastache 

and fennel; helenium ‘Sahin’s Early 

Flowerer’ with Allium sphaerocephalon

BEAUTIFUL GARDENS
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centred round a 
sunken paved 
area where 
foxgloves, 
erigeron, 
achillea, 
lysimachia and 
Verbena hastata
now seed at will. 

“I love the 
surprises that come 
from allowing plants to 
self-seed,” she says. “I’ll 
dig out any excess plants and 
pot them up. I’ve always loved 
gardening but since retiring I’ve been able to 
spend much more time nurturing plants.” 

Having a sheltered, walled garden helps 
greatly, especially as the farm sits on a 
windswept site. “It would be lovely to open 
up the walls to see more of the landscape, 
though,” says Gillian. “Instead we’ve located 
our drawing room on the first floor so we can 
enjoy panoramic views over the garden and 
the surrounding countryside.”

Gillian took inspiration from Beth 
Chatto’s gravel garden and John Coke’s 
garden at Bury Court, which was partly 
designed by Piet Oudolf. “John was a huge 
influence in his quiet way. For me, the ‘new 
perennial’ style of gardening was a radical 
change, and I needed to straighten out 
my thinking before starting. Part of my 

motivation 
for the new 
garden here 
was to create 
a drought-
tolerant 
area, but 

since the last 
few summers 

have been so 
wet I haven’t 

really tested it out!”
Planting began 

with a snaking line of 
ornamental grasses – various 

miscanthus, Calamagrostis acutiflora
‘Karl Foerster’, Molinia caerulea
‘Transparent’, Stipa gigantea and Panicum 
virgatum ‘Rehbraun’. “It’s a late-season 
garden and by autumn the grasses have 
turned gold and are looking fabulous in 
the early morning and evening light. 

“By then the perennials are fading, their 
seedheads adding structure. I’ve slotted 
them between the grasses, giving them as 
much support as they need, using blue and 
steely grey eryngiums, salvias, sedums, 
echinaceas, verbenas, helianthus, Knautia 
macedonica, fennel and three different 
heleniums – ‘Moorheim Beauty’, ‘Sahin’s 
Early Flowerer’ and ‘Waltraut’.”

Growing alongside Gillian’s 80-strong 
salvia collection are unusual treasures such 

as the horned poppy Glaucium flavum and 
tufty pink Dianthus carthusianorum.
Equally enchanting is the way delicate pink 
Allium carinatum pulchellum peeps through 
African love grass, Eragrostis curvula. 
“Plants are a great inspiration to me because 
my main interest lies in creating lovely 
blends, not in the overall design,” says 
Gillian. “I love the way the various salvias 
intermingle with sedums. Sedums are so 
useful, their seedheads lasting until spring, 
and because they flower late, there’s all the 
excitement of anticipation.” 

Gillian’s garden, with its handsome plants, 
occasionally unlikely pairings and self-sown 
surprises, is a constant source of delight. 
“Each morning, I can barely wait to go out 
and see what’s appeared,” she says. “I often 
find it hard to relax, but the closest I get is 
in my potting shed, on my own, with no-one 
to disturb me. Gardening is endlessly 
rewarding, and I adore it.” ✿

PERENNIAL PICTURE (clockwise from top 

left) Gillian at work – she cuts it all back 

in February; silvery Eryngium giganteum

with purple-blue Salvia officinalis

‘Purparescens’; amelanchier; mounding 

panicum with nepeta ‘Walker’s Low’ and 

helenium ‘Moerheim Beauty’; the gravel 

garden INSET Veronicastrum virginicumVV

with Chamerion angustifolium ‘Album’
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Picton garden
GARDEN TO VISIT

BEAUTIFUL GARDENS

n gan ga
in early autumn. Melissa Mabbitt reports

“At Picton the asters are 
arranged in tiers so the 
whole garden becomes  
a theatre of colour”

J
ust as other gardens are starting 
to fade, The Picton Garden in 
Worcestershire starts to shine. 
Home to the Plant Heritage 

National Plant Collection of Michaelmas 
daisies, this colourful gem is filled with 
clouds of billowing pastel blooms that last 
right into autumn. Alongside the asters, 
borders are packed with grasses and other 
late-summer flowers, such as heleniums 
and rudbeckias, their flowers slowly 
turning into shapely seedheads as the
season progresses.

Japanese maples and golden bamboos 
provide more colour through October, and 
at the secluded far end of the garden is a 
carpet of sparkling autumn-flowering 
bulbs – colchicum, nerines and amarines 
(a cross between amaryllis and nerine), 
adding patches of hot pink, gold, purple and 
white. But it’s the asters that form the main 

show at this time of year; the garden has 
more than 400 cultivars in pink, purple,
blue and white, all reaching their peak in 
the first week of October. 

The Picton Garden was created in the 
1980s as a showcase for the aster collection, 
but the story really begins at the 
neighbouring Old Court Nurseries, 
established by Ernest Ballard in 1906. 
Ernest was one of the first nurserymen to 
start breeding asters on a commercial scale 
and created many hybrids, making the 
village of Colwall internationally famous 
for them. He took on Percy Picton in 1947 

➤

New England  

aster ‘Helen Picton’

➤
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evolution since Paul took over and the 
plantings have become more voluptuous as
the years pass. In 2006 the Pictons added 
a gold-and-purple-themed garden to mark 
the nursery’s centenary; more recently 
Helen and her husband Ross have created 
a spring garden that opens next March.

Another recent project that’s worth 
a look is the RHS trial beds, where 51 
cultivars of New England asters have been 
tested for their garden worthiness since 
2014. The final results are due next year so

ASTER FRIKARTII ‘MÖNCH’
Lavender-blue daisy flowers that 

prefer full sun and well-drained soil. 

Stake the stems from early spring. 

H90cm (3ft) S40cm (16in)

ASTER ‘LITTLE CARLOW’
Single flowers on sturdy stems from 

September. Forms dense clumps 

of dark green leaves. H90cm (3ft) 

S45cm (18in)

ASTER ‘HARRINGTON’S PINK’
Healthy, sturdy New England aster.  

For sun or part shade in moist  

but well-drained soil. H1.2m (4ft)  

S75cm (30in)

Three of our favourites to try...

as manager, and on Ernest’s death in the 
1950s, Percy bought the nursery from the 
Ballard family.

Over the past 100 years it has grown
from a small specialist nursery into a large 
1.5-acre garden filled with every kind of 
autumn treasure. Percy’s son Paul joined 
him in the 1960s, and Paul and his wife
Meriel went on to create the National Plant 
Collection in the 1980s, developing The 
Picton Garden in the process. Their 
daughter Helen now runs the operation 
with her husband Ross, and together 
they’re helping to look after what is 
probably the largest collection of 
Michaelmas daisies in the world.

Most of the asters have American 
heritage and fall into two groups: Aster 
novi-belgii (New York) and A. novae-
angliae (New England asters). There are 
European asters too, and The Picton 
Garden has an example of almost every one. 
They’re planted in raised beds for good

drainage, which helps raise the flowers up 
to eye level. They come in all heights from
tiny alpines to lofty lovelies such as 
‘Vasterival’ at 1.2m (4ft) and at Picton 
they’re arranged in tiers so the whole 
garden becomes a theatre of colour. New 
York and New England asters are grown 
separately, the latter preferring a slightly 
sunnier position. New York asters are 
notorious for mildew if their soil gets too 
dry, but here it’s moisture-retentive. 

The garden has enjoyed a steady 
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ASTER CASCADES The National Plant 

Collection of asters is arranged in  

tiers of raised beds together with 

rudbeckias and heleniums, for a sea of 

colour that peaks in early October. The 

raised beds allow for easy maintenance 

Helen Picton  

runs Old Court 

Nurseries and 

The Picton Garden 

with her husband 

Ross Barbour, a 

professional 

gardener, and 

mum Meriel, who 

does most of the potting.

Were you always involved with the 

garden? I was practically raised at the 
potting bench at Old Court Nurseries, 
learning from my father just as he 
learnt from his. It falls to me, as a third 
generation Picton, to carry on the 
family business. 

I knew I wanted to be involved with 
the garden but when I got to the end of 
my A-levels I was persuaded 
that going straight into the 
business was a bad idea, so I 
went to university to study 
botany instead. After that I 
went to Kew and worked in the 
herbarium for a while. But I soon 
knew that I just wanted to be back in 
the garden, helping to run things, 
hands on.

What are the main jobs? It all 
starts in February when we 
divide the New York and 
New England asters. 
After that we take 
cuttings in May and 
arrange all the 
mail-order deliveries, 
which takes up a lot of 
time. In between 
running the nursery 
we’re busy working on the 
garden, replanting all the new 
aster selections in May. Then it’s 
standard garden maintenance jobs. 

In summer we’re busy getting the 
garden ready for opening in August, 
then we shut up shop in late 
October and begin tidying up.

What will you be doing in October? 

This month is prime time for the asters 

so we’re making sure that everything is 
neat and tidy for visitors. 

Do you have a favourite part of the 

garden? It changes depending on the 
time of year. In October my favourite 
part is the raised borders and smaller-
flowered asters, which create beautiful 
dreamy clouds and insects love them. 
When you walk through, they all take 
off in a great buzz.

What’s the most challenging part of 

your job? Making sure the planting is 
all laid out correctly can be hard. 
General maintenance takes lots of 
work, seven days a week, because it’s 
just the three of us. But we do it because 
we love doing it! 

Any special new planting projects? 

Our next project is at the garden 
entrance. There’s a rock garden 

there, but you wouldn’t know it 
because it’s hidden by plants. 

We’ll move around a 
lot of shrubs, rescue the 
original rockery and 

include some earlier-
season plants. 

From March next 
year we’ll be opening 

earlier in spring so 
we need to add 
plenty of new  

spring colour.

What’s the best part 

of your job? The bit I love 
most is propagating plants, so 

when we’re potting them up 
in spring it’s very rewarding. 

It’s part and parcel of looking 
after the National Plant 

Collection too, a case of 
keeping a record and watching 
over the cultivars to make sure 

they’re all thriving. 

l The garden is open for the 

National Garden Scheme on 20 

October (11am-5pm), adults £3.50. 

See www.ngs.org.uk for details

“We love our 
autumn asters”
W

Managing director Helen Picton shares  
what goes on behind the scenes

Fact file
● LOCATION

Old Court Nurseries 

& The Picton Garden, 

Walwyn Road, 

Colwall, Malvern, 

Worcs WR13 6QE  

● OPEN August 

Wed–Sun; Sept–20 Oct 

daily; 11am–5pm. 

● CONTACT 01684 

540416; oldcourtnurseries@

btinternet.com; 

www.autumnasters.co.uk

it’s a good time to visit and enjoy some 
early tips on the best-behaved cultivars.

Asters are hugely varied, some with tiny 
flowers that would be at home in an alpine 
rockery and others towering at more than 
2m (6ft). The Picton Garden is the perfect 
place to find one to fall in love with, and
maybe choose a few to take home. For a last 
hurrah of colour before the winter draws in, 
it’s a dazzling spot to visit. ✿
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✿ EASY TO USE,  
EASY TO SEE AND  
EASY TO HEAR PHONE

✿ A TELEPHONIST TO 
HELP YOU MAKE CALLS

✿ UNIQUE NO-NUISANCE- 
CALLS SERVICE

✿ MONTHLY PRE-PAY 
WITH NO OBLIGATION

✿ 30-DAY MONEY-BACK 
GUARANTEE

Just £49.99 – save £50

READER OFFER

A TELEPHONIST TO  
HELP YOU MAKE CALLS
Just press a button on the back of the 
phone to be connected to our friendly 
UK-based telephonists who will have your 
phonebook. Ask for the person you want to speak to by name to be 
put through. Telephonists can type out text messages or look up 
things for you on the internet and read out text replies.

UNIQUE NO-NUISANCE-CALLS SERVICE
The free no-nuisance-calls service checks all incoming calls 
against the numbers in your phonebook. Anyone listed goes 
straight through to your Fuss Free Phone, and all other calls are 
redirected to the telephonists who will assess if they should be 
connected. Scam, fraud and nuisance calls don’t get through.

MONTHLY PRE-PAY WITH NO OBLIGATION
It’s a fixed price of just £20 a month for 600 minutes and 
unlimited texts. We never charge more or cut you off without 
speaking to you first.

EASY TO USE, EASY TO SEE  
AND EASY TO HEAR PHONES 
The TT750 handset has a bright screen, loud ringer and clear 
sound, plus easy to use, well-spaced buttons. It comes with a 
desktop charger, and of course it has a Fuss Free Phones button  
on the back.

HOW IT WORKS
We’ll send you a phone configured and ready to go. In the box you’ll 
find a blank Trusted Callers List. It’s clear and easy to fill in with 
the names and numbers of those you want to call, then just pop it in 
the supplied freepost envelope. If you want more contacts you can 
speak to a telephonist and ask to have names and numbers added.

SPECIAL OFFER
As a special offer, you can buy the phone for 
£39.99 and the service for just £10 a month 
for the first three months, saving £50 on 
regular prices. You are not obliged to use 
the service for three months,  
and you can cancel at any time. 
If you cancel within the first 
30 days, you can return the 
phone for a full refund. You’ll 
get full use of the telephonist 
service, unlimited text 
messages and the free  
no- nuisance-calls service.

JUST
£49.99

SAVE
£50

Available from

0800 845 6789CALL FREE
Lines open 24/7

Order online at www.fussfreephones.com/gardenanswers

THE NEW FUSS FREE 
PHONES SERVICE

W
hether you’re out and about in your own garden or 
enjoying the countryside, it’s good to know that 
you can give those who care for you the peace of 
mind that they can reach you.

But modern mobile phones have become so complicated.
Fuss Free Phones is offering Garden Answers readers the best 

of both worlds – something that keeps you connected to those you 
love without the fuss of learning how to master a mobile phone.

It’s easy because there is someone to help you out. When you 
buy a Fuss Free Phones handset it comes with the Fuss Free 
Phones service.

Designed to make life simple
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T
he midwinter garden is a radically different 
place from the high summer garden. Imagine 
teleporting yourself right there: the first 
thing that strikes you is the drop in 

temperature and vastly lower light levels. You’d also 
feel the bareness, the loss of that thick green drapery. 

You’d also sense how much of the buzz of summer 
has gone. No longer do flying insects rise up from 
every plant as you approach; gone is the soft 
background hum of bees and hoverflies. You’d also 
notice that nothing scurries across the soil or through 
the grass, and your pond is now devoid of dashing  

pond skaters and bereft of backswimmers and  
water beetles.

However, all the summer wildlife will be back in 
your garden next spring, so where does everything 
disappear to during the winter? Have they all left the 
garden, or are they still here, hidden away? 

A few creatures have indeed headed to pastures 
new, to a winter holiday in the sun. If you’re lucky 
enough to have breeding swallows, swifts or house 
martins, they spend the winter dining on the insects 
that bother elephants and giraffes somewhere in 
Africa, while hummingbird hawkmoths and painted

AUTUMN
WILDLIFE

SURVIVE  
THE COLD
SURVIVE
Help wildlife 

Frosty weather and a shortage of food create a challenge for 
wild creatures. Adrian Thomas shows how we can help
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lady butterflies turn tail 
in autumn and head for 
the Med. However, they 
are very much in the 
minority: most wildlife is 
definitely still in your garden.  

Survival legacy
The reality for many 
creatures is that it’s just too 
dangerous and difficult to 
survive as an adult over the winter. The 
winter feels so devoid of life because of a 
simple, stark truth: most adult insects, 
spiders and many other small creatures 
have indeed succumbed to the cold. 

Before they died, they laid masses of eggs, 
and it’s in these tiny time capsules, or
sometimes as the little caterpillars, grubs 
and larvae that hatched from them, that the 
next generation survives. Many are too 
small for the human eye to see or notice, or 
are well camouflaged: our apparently 
lifeless world is full of life in embryonic, 
microscopic form.

Think of butterflies. Only five of our 

native species
overwinter as adults; 
the other 50 or so all see 

out winter as eggs, 
caterpillars or pupae. In 

moths, of which there are 
several thousand species, the 

proportion that hibernate as 
adults is even less. 

Some eggs are given extra 
protection with a casing or 

cocoon. We’ve all seen the little knots of 
yellow ‘cotton wool’ on the outside edges of 
window panes. These are the knitted 
blankets that garden spiders make to 
protect their precious clutches of eggs,
from which all of next year’s insect-
gleaning adults will originate.

It’s fascinating to think that almost all of 
next year’s life is still there, in your garden, 
when all seems so barren. It also shows that 
you hold the key to how rich your garden 
will be in wildlife next year. What you do 
now, in winter, and in particular what you 
leave and what you destroy, will have a 
bearing for the whole year ahead. ✿

2Choose a grassy 

tuft An unusual 

but useful hiding 

place is at the base 

of tufted plants such  

as pampas grass or 

kniphofia, where the 

stems and leaves 

converge. This dense 

maze of sheltered 

pockets is perfect 

for beetles and other 

creepy-crawlies. 

3 Snuggle in a nest box

Birds must keep active right 

through winter and need a quiet, 

sheltered place to roost safe from 

predators, where they won’t get 

wet or chilled. Many tits are happy 

to spend nights in a nest box, and 

wrens sometimes pile into a single 

box, snuggling up together.

1
ASSEMBLE YOUR 

MATERIALS 

tubes and logs then dig 

a hole about 30cm 

(12in) deep by about 1m 

(3ft 3in) across in which 

to bury them.

2
FILL THE HOLE 

Pile the bricks and 

logs into a loose heap 

and angle the tubes as 

burrow entrances. Make 

sure the structure is 

stable – you don’t want 

it collapsing on its 

future residents. Add 

sand or bark chippings 

– amphibians can 

wriggle in among them.

3
MAKE A MOUND 

Cover with soil or 

turf, leaving the tubes 

clear for access and 

good ventillation.

AUTUMN 
WILDLIFE 
HIDE & SEEK
Does your garden offer 
these hiding places?

MAKE A HIBERNACULUM 1Cosy up in a log pile 

ildlife will often seek out 

places with layers or tangles 

wl between. Log, 

k or leaf piles, 

ompost heaps or 

ven a mound of 

plant pots will do. 

The more choice 

you provide, the 

safer hibernating 

edgehogs and 

ads will be.

If you’d like 

to see more 

frogs, toads 

and newts in 

your pond in spring 

and more slow-worms 

hunting for slugs in 

your borders, then 

build them their very 

own hibernaculum 

for the winter months.
1

2

3

Small tortoiseshell 

butterflies overwinter 

as winged adults
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Ideal shrubs to roost in

● EUONYMOUS 

FORTUNENN I EE This tough 

evergreen provides 

shelter for wild birds 

and insects.

● PHOTINIA FRASESS RIEE

A fine evergreen 

with beautifully 

coloured young 

leaves.

● ILII EX AEE QUIFOLIUM

Hollies offer garden 

birds tasty berries 

and thorny protection 

from predators.

● PILEOSTEE ETT GIEE A GIGI

VIBURNOIDESEE

An autumn-flowering 

evergreen climber for 

sun or shade.

● HEHH DEE EREE A HRR EA HA H LEE IX

Common ivy offers a 

snug roost and winter 

berries for a range of 

birds and insects.

4Find someone else’s burrow

For those creatures that can’t 

dig for themselves, old rodent 

burrows are perfect for everything 

from frogs, toads and newts to 

queen bumblebees. Alternatively, 

they might use gaps under old tree 

roots or even cracks in the soil. 

7Dive underwater 

Any wildlife that can 

breathe underwater will 

head down to the mud 

and weed at the bottom 

of a pond. This is where 

the larvae of aquatic life, 

such as damselfly and 

dragonfly nymphs, sit 

out the cold months.  

Frogs, in their 

hibernation torpor, can 

get all the oxygen they 

need through their skin.

6Roost in an 

evergreen hedge

Thrushes, robins, finches 

and dunnocks all turn to 

evergreen trees, shrubs 

and climbers. In the 

countryside, they use 

dense ivy and holly. In 

gardens, we can plant 

Pileostegia viburnoides 

and cypresses. But if 

you’ve got a wall or tree 

able to take the luxuriant 

growth of ivy, it remains 

one of the best.

Chaffinches will roost in a 

dense evergreen tree

Dragonfly larvae sit 

in the mud of ponds

5 Hide underground One option for survival 

is to burrow underground. Here, if they 

can find a subterranean labyrinth of tunnels, 

creatures are protected from frost, wind and 

rain, assuming of course that the garden isn’t 

in a floodplain! Worms usually pull themselves 

deeper into the soil in winter, and many 

beetles burrow down if they can. 

Beetles will hole up in 

the base of grasses or 

burrow underground

➤
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Of all the things we do as gardeners, here are the activities that  

probably have most impact on wildlife trying to survive the winter:

Good reasons to be untidy

● CLEARING A POND 

There’s no perfect time 

to clear a pond, but in 

winter you literally risk 

throwing away the 

larvae with the bath 

water! Skim off any 

leaves with a net but 

don’t touch the sludge.

● THROWING AWAY

Whenever you toss 

garden waste (eg 

stems, raked leaves) 

into a green bin, you’re 

discarding material that 

might have formed part 

of next year’s garden 

ecosystem.

● MAKING BONFIRES

In one fell swoop we 

totally destroy the 

organic material that 

wildlife might have 

liked to use for nesting, 

plus any eggs, larvae 

and adults that were 

sheltering in it.

CLEAN OUT 
NESTBOXES
October is the perfect time to empty 

nestboxes while the nights are still warm. 

Wearing gloves, dispose of anything you 

find inside, including unhatched eggs or 

spent eggshells. To help remove any 

lingering parasites, take the box down from 

the tree or wall, give it a quick sploosh out 

with boiling water and allow to dry 

thoroughly before putting it back up.

ILDLIFE GARDEN
JOBS FOR OCTOBER

1
NET PONDS This stops leaves 

falling in, but do make sure 

wildlife can still get in and out.

2
ERECT NESTBOXES Choose 

a variety of nestboxes with 

different-sized holes, and 

face them between north and east to 

minimise extremes of cold and heat.

3
SOW GREEN MANURES On 

bare areas of soil, sow winter 

tares and phacelia as green 

manures. These will germinate and 

protect the soil and its creatures.

What to look for...

●COMMON DARTER DRAGONFLIES

One of the latest dragonflies on 

the wing, these soak up the autumn 

sunshine on warm logs and fences.

● LATE BATS The last bats of the 

season keep flying well into October, 

hoovering up the remaining insects 

in a bid to pile on fat for winter

● TAWNY OWLS 
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TULIP 
BULBS FROM
AS LITTLE AS

£6
.95

3 EASY WAYS TO ORDER

1

2

3

www.bakker.com/Tulips
QUOTE PROMO CODE: GANSWERSOCT17

Phone: 0844 481 1002 *

Return the coupon to:
Bakker.com, P.O. Box 113, Spalding, Lincolnshire, PE11 9WL

✁

Name: Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms

Address:

Postcode:                                                      Tel/Mobile                                                                        

Email:

G1Your email address will not be passed onto other companies. Please tick this box if you do not wish us to
pass on your postal mailing details to other companies who may have offers of interest to you.

Expiry date: Security code:
Last 3 digits 

on back of card

I enclose a cheque/PO made payable to Bakker  £
Credit or Debit cards will be charged
upon acceptance of your order.

Please debit my Card No:

SUPPLY YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS

For order confirmation and despatch information

See our full range of gardening products 
at www.bakker.com

Post to: Bakker.com, P.O. Box 113, SPALDING, Lincolnshire, PE11 9WL.

Cat.No. Description Price Qty Total

8095-51 Paul Scherer (1 pack of 12 bulbs) £7.99

8095-69 Paul Scherer (2 x 12 bulbs) £11.85

8095-77 Angelique (1 pack 10 bulbs) £6.95

8095-85 Angelique (2 x 10 bulbs) £9.99

8095-93 Bull’s Eye (1 pack 5 bulbs) £9.95

8096-08 Innuendo (1 pack 12 bulbs) £8.99

8023-47 60 Mixed Tulip Bulbs £8.99

TAKE 10% OFF YOUR ORDER HERE

Then please add Post & Packaging £5.29

£
Please note we are unable to deliver to the Channel Islands. (We may
supply alternative varieties and gifts where necessary) Calls are £0.07p
per minute, plus phone company’s access charges. Deliveries will take
place from late August which is the best planting time.

8073-71 £1.99
each

Please add this
Handy Elho® Bulb
Trowel to my order

‘Bull’s Eye’- A really special double-tulip! Great in beds
or borders and fabulous in pretty pots and eower boxes.

'Paul Scherer’ - Will amaze everyone with its colour -
this tulip is almost black! Perfect as a cut eower.

A total of 60 tulip bulbs - Guaranteed to give you a colourful spring. Candy Prince,
Banja Luka, Flaming Flag, Bakker’s White, Ronaldo and Van Eijk. 10 of each tulip bulb.

‘Angelique’ - Soft-pink, exquisitely scented double
eowers have so many petals that they look like rosettes.

Triumph Tulips 'Innuendo' - A bicoloured eower with
pinkish-magenta and white brought together in one eower.

Exclusive
to Bakker

50%
OFF SECOND

PACK

includes 50% saving
on second pack

includes 50% saving
on second pack

10% OFF FOR GARDEN ANSWERS READERS

Bakker’s flower bulbs have been awarded the highest ‘A’
status - the bulbs are assessed on quality, type, colour,
size and health. This means Bakker can give a full one
year flowering guarantee on all flower bulbs ordered.

TOTAL 
INC P&P 

SAVE

60%
60 Tulip Bulbs for

£8.99
Usually £22.95
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garlic bulbs

T
here’s a drawback to growing your own 
garlic. Once you’ve tasted bulbs dug from 
the garden, anything purchased from the 
supermarket seems like a betrayal. There’s 

just no copying the sweet pungency of freshly dug 
cloves, especially if you snatch a few early.

That sweetness of flavour is worth growing for, 
and while few of us expect to cultivate enough garlic 
to store year round, most can find space for a couple 

of rows to fulfil all our roasted garlic, pesto and 
bruschetta dreams.

As a crop, garlic is a curious marker of the seasons. 
Just when you think October is about harvests  
and a slowing down for winter, garlic comes along  
to start the growing year all over again. Give the 
bulbs a sunny site on fertile, well-drained soil  
and their thin green shoots will soon appear  
despite the falling temperatures and light.

GOURMET 
GROWER

Garlic
GOURMET

➤

garlic bulbs
ENJOY FRESH & AROMATIC   
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HOW TO 
PLANT GARLIC

Garlic is remarkably trouble free 
to grow, magically multiplying 

from single clove to bulb under the soil 
surface. However it doesn’t like heavy 
soil or winter wet so if you struggle with 
poorly-drained clay then either work 
hard to improve the ground or grow 
garlic in large containers or raised beds. 

A further option is to plant cloves into 
modules this autumn, overwinter them 
in a greenhouse and plant them out next 
spring. Garlic has two planting times, 
autumn (from mid-October onwards) 
and early spring. You’ll get the biggest
harvests if you plant in autumn, but on a 
cold clay soil you may be better off buying 
bulbs next year. Of course, you can do both. 

When you’re choosing cultivars, you’ll 
find garlic is split into hardnecks and 
softnecks. The differences aren’t worth 
agonising over, but essentially the 
hardnecks tend not to store for long and 
have fewer but larger cloves. They also 
produce a hard flowering stem – snap 
this off on sight to keep the plant’s energy 
heading to the bulbs. The softnecks by 
contrast tend to have smaller cloves that 
store for longer and no flowering stem. 
They both taste delicious. 

Whatever you choose, always buy from 
a good nursery for the best disease-free 
stock, don’t sow 
cloves left 
languishing in 
your salad box.

GARLIC

1 Break up the bulb
into individual cloves

p p 

Gently break apart the bulb into single 
cloves, discarding any that appear 
diseased or extremely small. Plant 
autumn cultivars from mid-October 
to early December.

2 Plant them pointy
end upwards

 p p

Plant the cloves so their tip barely shows 
at the soil surface, around 3cm (1¼in)
deep and 15cm (6in) apart. Use a trowel 
to cover them with soil rather than 
pushing them in by hand.

3 Water regularly and 
keep them weed free

gu y gu y 

Keep plants weeded and watered as 
they grow – garlic doesn’t appreciate 
competition. Birds may pull them out 
in the first few weeks, so check and 
replant any that come loose. 

Step by step 
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Space garlic 

plants well to 

reduce risk of 

leek rust

hit

ay i

or 1

Cultivars to try

‘Early Purple Wight’ 

(softneck) Beautiful 

purple-flushed bulbs and 

zingy flavour from an early 

harvest. £5.95 for 2 bulbs 

from The Garlic Farm  

01983 865378; www.

thegarlicfarm.co.uk

‘Sprint’ (hardneck) 

Ready from June, these 

pink-flushed sweet bulbs 

need to be eaten fresh. 

£4.99 for 2 bulbs from 

Thompson & Morgan  

0844 573 1818; www.

thompson-morgan.com

‘Germidour’ (softneck) 

Large, robust, violet-

streaked bulbs with a 

delicate flavour. Easily 

stored and split. £4.99 

for 2 bulbs from Suttons 

Seeds 0844 326 2200; 

www.suttons.co.uk

‘Elephant Garlic’ 

Growing to 15cm (6in) wide 

and weighing up to 1kg, this 

mild-flavoured giant garlic 

grows wild in Cornwall. 

£6.95 for 6 cloves from The 

Garlic Farm 01983 865378; 

www.thegarlicfarm.co.uk

QWhy did my garlic plants 

fail last spring?

A If your plants turn to an If your plants turn to an

unpleasant 

mush with 

white 

fungal 

growth, 

they’re 

suffering from 

white rot. This is a 

serious disease found 

on ground that has been 

growing onion family 

crops for a long time. It 

remains in the soil for 15 

years, so if your plot has 

it you’ll need to find new 

ground or grow in pots. 

Dispose of any infected 

plants on a bonfire – not 

on the compost heap.

QHow do I kno  when it’s time to

harvest my b lbs?

A They’re ready sooner than you might 

think! Green o wet’ garlic is a delicious 

early treat, so t y roasting one or two 

bulbs in early May when the skins have 

barely formed around each clove. Stop 

watering in the final weeks and harvest 

the main crop as the lowest leaves start 

to turn yellow and bend, but don’t wait 

for them to die right down. Depending 

on cultivar and planting time, this can 

be from late May to August.

QWhat caused my 

plants to topple and die?

A Unfortunately onion fly doesn’t  

just stick to onions. The adult flies will 

also lay their eggs in the soil around 

garlic plants and the young larvae 

burrow into the neck of the garlic 

causing the top growth to topple over 

and die. Cultivating the soil around 

the plants can help protect crops 

from attack, as will rotating plants 

belonging to the onion family around 

the plot. 

If you repeatedly suffer these 

problems try using a fine insect mesh 

over plants in late spring. 

QWhy do the leaves 

have orange blisters?

A Leek rust can raise its spotty fungal 

head from late spring onwards, 

causing orange blisters on garlic as 

well as leeks and onions. 

It prevents plants from  

thriving although y

still get a garlic c

Reduce risk by us

generous plantin

distance to minim

crowding and 

maintaining 

good hygiene. 

Some cultivars 

have better 

resistance than 

others, 

although this 

can vary 

depending on 

the strain of leek 

rust in your area. 

Experiment to fin

what works best w

your crops.

TROUBLESHOOTER

W

ta

fo

DID YOU 
KNOW?

Garlic has been cultivated 
for millennia and was fed 
to the builders of Egypt’s 

great pyramid to help  
give them strength  

and endurance. 
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Easy recipe

WHAT TO ORDER NOW

MAKE SPACE 
FOR SOFT FRUIT

MULLING OVER A LACK of garden 
fruit but not sure where to start? If you’re 
put off growing fruit by visions of massive 
gluts and losing half the garden to fruit 
bushes, think again. By mixing up bushes 
with cordons, standards and container 
growing you’ll be amazed what you can 
shoehorn into a plot, and while a couple of 
plants won’t yield enough produce to sell at 
the gate, it’ll bring more than enough 
pleasure to your own plate. 

Grow these five fruity favourites in 2018! 

Pair pumpkin or winter 

squash with tangy apples  

and a little chilli kick for this 

warmingly fragrant chutney 

You will need: 1.5kg (3lb) 

pumpkin (peeled, deseeded 

and chopped) l 1kg (2lb) 

cooking apples (peeled, cored 

and chopped) l 500g 

(17½oz) onions (peeled and 

chopped) l 500g (17½oz) 

raisins l 500g (17½oz) soft 

light brown sugar l 650ml 

(23 floz) cider vinegar l Pinch 

of salt l Spice bag (2 tsp 

peppercorns, a small lump 

bashed root ginger, 2 red 

chillies, 2 tsp mustard seeds) 

1. Chop the fruit and 

vegetables so they’re small 

and evenly sized. 

2. Mix all the ingredients in a 

large preserving pan. Bring 

slowly to the boil and simmer 

gently for three or four hours, 

stirring occasionally to ensure 

the mixture doesn’t catch  

on the base of the pan.

3. You can tell the chutney is 

ready when it’s dark and thick 

and a clear path remains 

visible for a moment or two  

if you scrape a wooden spoon 

across the base.

4. Transfer to sterilised 

vinegar-proof jars, label and 

leave for at least a month. 

SPICY PUMPKIN CHUTNEY

Grow tangy 

redcurrants  

as cordons

1Autumn 

raspberry 

‘Joan J’ AGM

We’re starting with a large 

plant (it’ll reach 1.5m/5ft), but 

also the most productive, reliable 

and delicious. As it’s an autumn raspberry 

it doesn’t need staking, although you can 

loosely tie things up if 

you’re short on space. 

It’s also a breeze to prune 

by cutting down every 

stem in winter. Even 

one plant will provide a 

steady drip of fruit from 

August to the frosts. Find 

room for three and you’ll be 

positively spoilt.

2Container blueberry ‘Bluecrop’ 

If you’ve room for two large 

(60cm/2ft) containers then you can grow 

your own blueberries even if you’re not on 

acid soil. You’re best with two rather than 

one pot because they fruit better if 

they’ve been cross pollinated with a 

different cultivar. 

‘Bluecrop’ is a prime example, being 

listed as self-fertile but happier with a 

partner. Make sure each pot has good 

drainage, fill with 

ericaceous compost

and use rainwater 

rather than tap 

water if you can.

3Cordon redcurrant ‘Rosetta’ 

Reliable and delicious, grow these 

as cordons planted just 45cm (18in) apart 

for a fence covering with a difference. It 

produces jewel-like fruit on really long 

trusses – like chains of rubies. Flowers 

arrive late so it’s a good choice for 

frost-prone gardens. Fruits ripen late 

but productivity is good. 

4Gooseberry ‘Hinnonmäki Green’ 

Use a couple of gooseberry standards 

to mark a garden path, or as a centrepiece 

for your raised beds. Standards are grown 

with a clear 1m (3ft 3in) stem and half 

standards nearer 60cm (2ft), but both 

finish in a domed bushy top and are tied 

to a sturdy stake, leaving space 

underneath for other plants. ‘Hinnonmäki 

Green’ is a large, sweet, green-fruited 

cultivar that’s known for being reliable. 

5Bush blackcurrant ‘Big Ben’ AGM

If fruit size matters to you, choose 

high-yielding ‘Big Ben’. These 

whopping plump currants also 

happen to be extremely 

tasty – you can eat them 

straight off the plant. Plants 

reach 1.5m (5ft) high and wide but 

you only need one for a good crop. 

it doesn’t need staking, although you can

Blueberries grow well 

in a pot of ericaceous 

compost



GOURMET GROWER

fruit would become dirty and 
damaged dragging on the ground.
l Next remove some of the oldest 

branches, cutting right back to the 
base. You’re looking to be left with 
around 6 or 7 strong young shoots  
to bear fruit the following year. 
l If the bush is vigorous you may 
find yourself cutting out most of  
the very old stems, but if it’s  
growing less strongly aim to cut out  
one third of the oldest stems.

LEFT UNPRUNED, blackcurrant 

bushes can become a tangle of 

unproductive old wood, stealing 

precious garden space. They fruit 

on wood that grew the previous 

year so pruning needs to encourage 

a continuous production of young 

wood and the removal of older 

fruited branches. Remember  

to prune in winter once plants  

are dormant. 

l First cut out any damaged, 

diseased or very spindly branches as 
well as low, horizontal stems where 
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PRUNING 
BLACKCURRANT 
BUSHES

K wKKnow
how

GROW SOMETHING NEW

What is it? These red or pink peppercorn
produced on deciduous spiny shrubs brin
a combination of pepper, lemon and fizz 
to your taste buds. They come from the 
zanthoxylum genus, and species such as 
Z. piperitum, Z.schinifolium and Z. simula
are grown for their peppercorns. 
How much space do you need? They’ll 
reach several metres left to their own 
devices but shrubs can be pruned to keep 
them small (or even grown in a pot).
How do you grow them? They’re hardy 
shrubs that like a sunny site but cope with
most soils. Pick the fruits in autumn as the
bright outer coat begins to split then leave 
them to dry on a sunny windowsill for a 
couple of days.

SZECHUAN PEP

not w de y ava able, Otter a
(www.otterfarm.co.uk) and Pennard Plants 
(01749 860039; www.pennardplants.com) 
have a good choice.

Don’t forget
l GO hedgerow foraging

l PLANT winter salads in the 

greenhouse and asparagus 

crowns in the open soil

l ORDER bare-root fruit trees

l SPREAD manure on empty beds

l SHRED and compost spent crops 

l PROTECT brassicas from pigeons 

l KEEP cloches to hand in case  

of early frosts

l PLANT OUT spring greens 

1
SOW BROAD BEANS

Autumn sowing ensures an 

early broad bean harvest 

next May. ‘Aquadulce Claudia’ is a 

hardy autumn cultivar that will roar 

into life once the weather warms.

2
HARVEST SQUASH

Allow plants all the late 

sunshine they can get, but 

harvest squashes before the first 

serious frost, then leave to ripen 

and harden on a sunny windowsill. 

3
SOW HARDY PEAS

If you have a sheltered spot 

in your garden try an 

autumn sowing of hardy peas such 

as round-seeded ‘Douce Provence’. 

They must have well-drained soil or 

they’ll rot in winter wet. Success 

can be sporadic, but with ground 

sitting empty what’s to lose?

VEGETABLE GARDEN
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PRUNING

FRUIT TRAINING

Remove the oldest branches



Ask the Experts

ADVERTORIAL

Q
What is a SLUGBELL and how it 
works ?Q

How do you attach Hanging Baskets, 

Trellis, Solar Lamps etc to Slotted 

Concrete Fence Posts?

A
Use POSTFIX brackets! The 2 part Main POSTFIX 
bracket in galvanised steel clamps to the post in 
seconds using a flat bladed screwdriver and the  

screw provided.

NO DRILLING INTO THE POST IS REQUIRED!
They are available to fit most fence post sizes including 
posts without a slot.

Ancillary POSTFIX brackets then Lift On/Lift Off the top 
lip of the main bracket in seconds!

The ancillary brackets are available to fit most garden 
related items to fence posts.

Full details are on our website www.postfix.plus.com

Tel. 01268 560680

A
The 
SLUGBELL is 
safe for 

Children, Pets, 
Birds, Hedgehogs, 
Bees, Earthworms, 
Wildlife the 
Environment as the 
pellets are not 
scattered around 
the garden where 
they can be 
accidentally picked 
up. The BELL shape 
prevents the pellets 
being washed away 
into the soil and 
keep them dry and 
work for longer.

The  mesh basket 
of the Slugbell  is filled  with  slug pellets which contain 
yeast extr act  that  attracts slug and snails towards bell. 
They climb up the metal stick, feast on the pellets and 
then return to where they originally came from perish.

Take a look at our website for more information

www.slugbell.com  or call  01932 221501 

Q
How does Strulch stops 
weeds growing? 

A
No, Strulch works by blocking 
light needed for germination so 
seedlings will not appear but 

perennuial plants and bulbs will come 
through as usual.

Q
Can I use Strulch around 
both acid and alkaline 
loving plants?

A
Yes Strulch has a neutral pH which 
means it can be used anywhere in 

the garden.

Q
Will Strulch kill slugs and 
snails?

A
No Strulch is a deterrent. The Slugs 
and snails don’t like Strulch. The 
added minerals and the texture of 

Strulch are unpleasant to them.  Use 
Strulch over the whole bed to protect 
your precious plants.

www.strulch.co.uk 01943 863610
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AOnce you’ve removed summer plants that are past their b
and trimmed perennials to tidy the border, it’s an excellen

time to plant bulbs and biennials for spring and early summer co
Buy wallflowers in bunches from garden centres soon after they arrive 

in stock so that they’re fresh and green – avoid any that are yellowed and
unpleasant smelling. Most can be planted 20-30cm (8-12in) apart, ideally in 
a sunny spot, and water them well to help them settle in. They may look 
unhappy for a few weeks but should then stop wilting and perk up. 

Packs of winter-flowering pansies will provide some colour for winter 
baskets and containers too, but really make an impact in spring. This is 
also the time to plant bellis (daisies), Canterbury bells, forget-me-nots and 
sweet Williams. Make sure you put the plants in first, followed by the bulbs 
to avoid damaging the bulbs when planting.

GEOFF STEBBINGS

gives expert answers 

to all your gardening 

problems. Geoff is an 

author and gardening writer, and 

was head gardener at Myddelton 

House, north London.  

DAWN ISAAC offers tips 

and tricks for bringing 

a seaside flavour to a 

newbuild garden. 

Dawn is a garden designer, 

writer and author of 101 Things 

for Kids to do Outside.

QWhat can I plant with  
 bulbs for spring colour? 

HEATHER MCCORMACK, CAMBRIDGESHIRE
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84  Garden Answers  

Q&A
Are potted lilies hardy? When do I prune Fr

QHow can I bring neglected 
lilacs under control? 

JOAN MCHAMILTON, BY EMAIL

Q What will stop 
parrot feather 
invading a pond?
EILEEN RESTON, BY EMAIL

A  Myriophyllum or parrot 
feather is a useful pond plant. 
It oxygenates the water and 
provides some shade to reduce 
algal growth but it can be 
invasive. It’s not a good idea to 
use herbicides near or in water, 
so pulling the plant up by hand
is the best way to eradicate it.

Unfortunately, any small 
pieces of stem that remain can 
produce new plants, so you’ll 
have to repeat this process 
several times. 

Q Can I control  
a bamboo that’s 
creeping under 
nextdoor’s fence?
JOANNE MARSHALL, BY EMAIL

A  It’s best to dig out the 
creeping stems, but if this isn’t 
feasible you can restrict the 
spread of the plant if the 
young shoots are snapped off 
as soon as they appear.
At this stage they’re brittle 
and relatively easy to kick off 
by foot. Left any longer they’ll 
become woody and less easy 
to remove. 

Q When’s the best time to cut back 
mature conifers that are taking over?
MARY PARKIN, HALIFAX, YORKS

Curb space invaders 

Weed it or feed it?

RAMPANT ROVERS

AIf you cut your large lilacs back and reduce their height it will
prevent flowering for at least a couple of years, so it would be 

better to bring them under control gradually. Thin out the stems to 
create a more pleasing tree-like shape. If you do want to reduce
their overall height, cut back a few of the tall stems each year so 
there are always some stems left to bloom.

Q My potted 
magnolia is too 

big for its pot. 
When can I plant 
it in the ground?

PETER ADAMS, DERBYS

A Autumn is the best time 

to plant out your potted 

magnolia. Mix lots of organic 

matter into the planting hole 

and excavated soil, tease out 

some roots and soak the plant 

before and after planting.

Q Are these yellow flowers 
likely to become a problem?
JEAN WILLIAMS, FERNDOWN, DORSET

A Lysimachia punctata, also called yellow loosestrife 
or canary flower, is a tough, herbaceous perennial 
that will form large clumps over time but these 
can be divided and reduced in size in spring.

A  Your chamaecyparis conifers 
will withstand pruning provided 
you avoid cutting into any of the 
leafless, brown growth. 

These mature woody stems 
won’t produce fresh new growth 
and you’ll be left with unsightly 
brown patches. 

August and September are 
the usual months for conifer 
pruning, so don’t wait too long. 
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CARING FOR 
SUMMER BULBS

QAre my lovely rudbeckias perennial?
SHARON EVANQQ S, ABERDEEN

ARudbeckias include hardy perennials such as ‘Goldsturm’ as well as annual kinds, 
such as ‘Cherry Brandy’, ‘Toto’ and ‘Rustic Dwarfs’. The annual plants generally 

have larger flowers in colours other than yellow, and are more often available as seed. 
Although they can sometimes survive the winter, these colourful plants are best treated 
as annuals and pulled up and grown again from seed the next year.

PROBLEMS SOLVED

Q My phlox is covered 
in white powder.  
Will it survive?
HELENA SCOTT, MILTON KEYNES, BUCKS

A  Powdery mildew is common on phlox. 
It rarely causes much damage, as long as
the plants are otherwise healthy and are 
not planted in exceptionally dry soil. 

Cut back the stems and treat the plants 
to a good mulch and a dose of fertiliser in 
spring. It may be a sign that the plants
are old and crowded so they may benefit 
from being divided now or in spring and 
replanted in refreshed soil. 

Q When can I split 
crocosmia ‘Lucifer’?
PENNY BENNETT, BRENTWOOD, ESSEX

A  This vigorous and showy herbaceous 
plant can make huge clumps and benefits 
from division after a few years. However, 
it’s best to wait until spring, just before
new growth appears through the soil. 

Annual or perennial?

SUMMER FLOWERS

Q How should I 
look after glads?
RHIAN YOUNG, BY EMAIL

A  Gladioli can survive in the
soil over winter but the general 
advice is to lift them in autumn 
and store the corms, dry, in a 
frost-free place. This way you 
can remove all the tiny 
cormlets that would fight for 
space. Lift the plants, cut off the 
foliage about 10cm (4in) above
the top corm and let them dry 
off somewhere for a few weeks. 
Snap off the old, lower, 
shrivelled corm, pick off the 
cormlets and remove the leaves. 

You can replant the cormlets 
in spring to propagate more 
plants but they’ll take several 
years to reach flowering size. 
Store the corms in paper bags or 
boxes in a cool, dry place over 
winter, away from vermin.

Q Are lilies hardy?
MICHELLE BARNES, LEEDS

A  True lilies (lilium) are 
hardy and don’t need winter 
protection; those grown in pots 
can be left outdoors. However, 
it’s worth lifting them at some 
point before spring so you can 
divide and replant any 
vigorous, crowded clumps. 

By comparison, calla 
lilies (right) aren’t 
completely hardy, but 
may survive outside 
in very mild areas. 
Lift their tubers 
after frost, keep them 
dry in a frost-free 
place over winter and 
repot them in spring. 



Moss, mould, 
lichen and 

algae removers

www.wetandforget.co.uk

0800 999 3309 CODE: GA20

Just spray and walk away...our product works so you don’t have to!

Both products can be used on ANY outside surface!

Wet & Forget RAPID cleans  
parts others cannot reach!

• No Bleach
• No Water Blasting
• No Caustic Materials
• No Elbow Grease

• Hose connection for automatic 
mixing & RAPID application 

• Reaches up to 8m high
• Spray from ground to roof level

FREE EXTRAS
WHEN YOU PURCHASE A GREENHOUSE

FREE EXTRAS
WHEN YOU PURCHASE A GREENHOUSE

or visit www.greenhousebonanza.com

Call for a FREE Brochure 01242 662926

FREE EXTRAS
WHEN YOU PURCHASE A GREENHOUSE

eenhouse Basease+ FREE G

25% off RRP for Grenhouse and
accessories

Halls Glazing Gasket
Square Head Nuts

Casting Joint
Downpipe Fixings

Ventomatic
Toughened Glass

Keep it tidy this Autumn with

Spares & Replacement Parts!AutumnAutumnAutumn

AVAILABLE UNTIL 30th NOVEMBERAVAILABLE UNTIL 30th NOVEMBERAVAILABLE UNTIL 30th NOVEMBER
OffersOffersOffers

25%
OFF RRP

15%
OFF RRP

10%
OFF RRP

TM

Call today for your free catalogue and if you quote 

our promo code MGA11 we will send you our new 

demonstration DVD free of charge.

ADD A TOUCH OF CLASS
TO YOUR GARDEN WITH

THE PERFECT HOBBY OR SIDELINE TO 
MAKE ENDLESS IDEAS LIKE:

A unique range of tools, materials & accessories for you to 

make beautiful & practical ideas for your home and garden

www.metal-craft.co.uk

t�(BSEFO�'VSOJUVSF���-JHIUJOH� t�'JSFCBTLFUT���-PH�)PMEFST

t�1MBOU�4VQQPSUT� t�5PPM�3BDLT���4IFMWJOH

t�)BOHJOH�#BTLFUT���#SBDLFUT� t�#PPU�3BDLT���4DSBQFST

t�%PPS���8JOEPX�(SJMMFT� t�BOE�NBOZ�NPSF�HJGU�JEFBT��
t�GPS�)PNF���(BSEFO

Balconies &  

Plant Pot Holders

Gates & Fencing Birdfeeders House Signs

SAFE
AND VERY  

EASY TO USE

No Heat or  

Electric P
ower  

Required

J & C R Wood, Dept MG"11, FREEPOST NEA15848, Hull HU5 1BR     

Tel: 01482 345067 Email: info@jandcrwood.co.uk

Visit our brand new on-line store at:

Call today for your free catalogue and if you quote 
our promo code MGA17 we will send you our new 

demonstration DVD free of charge.

Dept MGA17, J & C R Wood Ltd, 66 Clough Road, Hull HU5 1SR

Tel: 01482 345067 Email: info@jandcrwood.co.uk
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QWhen should I prune my 
French lavender plants?

SAMANTHA DAVIES, SHEPTON MALLET, SOMERSET

Q Will this neat 
evergreen shrub 
need pruning to 
keep its shape?
MARY REED, WEST YORKSHIRE

A  Narrow-leaved Choisya 
dewittiana ‘Aztec Pearl’ is a 
neat-growing evergreen but 
its previous owners probably 
pruned it regularly into this 
ball shape. 

You’ll need to decide if you 
want to maintain it as a clipped 
shrub or adopt a more relaxed
regime, in which case it should  
produce fragrant white flowers. 

Q Is now a good 
time to tackle our 
rose bushes?
MARGARET SMITH, DORSET

A  Autumn is too early to prune 
roses because it stimulates new 
growth that will be damaged by 
winter frosts. Early spring is a 
better time to start.

However, you can continue 
to deadhead roses to keep 
plants neat and in November, 
cut them back by about a third 
to help prevent windrock in 
winter gales and to remove any 
stems and foliage that may be 
diseased with blackspot. 

Q How can I move  
my large ‘Villosa’?
PAMELA BODGER, BY EMAIL

A  It is possible to move 
a mature Hydrangea aspera
‘Villosa’. Prune the whole pla
back by at least half its heigh
which will delay flowering fo
a few years, and dig it up when
it’s dormant, from November
to March, with a large rootba
Water it well after moving an
throughout the next season t
help it get re-established. 

Time for a trim?

Pest-proof plants

PRUNING 

HYDRANGEAS

A French lavender (Lavandula stoechas(( ) isn’t very hardy and s
pruning now will expose the centre of the plant to frost, so leave it 
until April. You could lightly trim it now to remove old flowerheads.

RELIABLE PERFORMER Helenium ‘Mardi Gras’ 

is an easy, pest-resistant perennial that produces an 

abundance of yellow and orange-splashed flowers 

from July to the frosts. This magnet for bees and 

butterflies will return year after year when given  

a sunny spot and rich, moisture-retentive soil.

Q Which compost 
should I use to 
repot a hydrangea?
JANETTE BARNETT, BY EMAIL

A  A loam-based compost is 
best for long-term potted 
hydrangeas and John Innes No 
3 is ideal if you’re happy for the 
flowers to be pink. If you want 
them to be blue, use ericaceous 
John Innes, available at good 
garden centres. 

You can also water with 
hydrangea colourant as the 
flower buds start to appear to 
intensify the blue colour

PROBLEMS SOLVED

Q Should I cut back my blueberries?
ANITA PARKER, MAIDSTONE, KENT

A  Blueberries don’t need formal pruning 
but you can cut out some of the older, 
twiggier growth to thin the shoots any 
time from now until spring. Start by 
thinning out the older, weak growth 
and then prune to create a neat shape. 
At the same time, top up the pot with
some fresh ericaceous compost and add 
some sulphur chips to acidify the compost 
before adding fertiliser in spring.



Post to Anglia Bulb Co, 62a Straight Road, Boxted, Colchester,  
Essex, CO4 5QY.  To order over the phone: contact 01206 272728

Order Form

Name...................................................................................................

Address ................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................

Post Code ............................................................................................

 Collection Qty Price Total £

 A 

 B 

 C 

 Carriage 1 £4.95

Free bulbs 1 x 5 Free

I enclose Cheque, P/O for £

Anglia Bulbs’ Giant Allium Collection is not to be missed, offering a selection of some of the best alliums at almost 
half price!  It includes the magnificent Allium Globemaster bearing the largest flower head out of all the alliums. 
The Allium Giganteum is one of the tallest alliums, ideal for a lovely, colourful vertical display in any flowering 
border; their stems are generally stiff and hardy so they will most likely not require staking either!

All alliums are easy to grow in full sun or partial shade and in most soil types; they are also resistant to most pests 
and diseases.  These bulbs will guarantee that everyone can grow something very special, that will grace your 
garden for weeks at a time and reappear each spring for years to come. Bulbs in the collection are top size, 24up.

In addition to saving around 50% off the normal price you will also receive 5 Allium Purple Sensation free of charge

Allium Globemaster   
Height 90cm

Allium Mount Everest 
Height 125cm

Allium Pinball Wizard 
Height 80-90cm

Allium White Giant 
Height 130cm

Allium Giganteum 
Height 150cm

GIANT ALLIUM COLLECTIONS

Collection A 2 each of five varieties  

Total 10 bulbs £24.99

Collection B 3 each of the five varieties

Total 15 bulbs TT £34.99

Collection C 5 each of five varieties 

Total 25 bulbs £54.98

01206 272728
www.angliabulbs.com

GIANT ALLIUM COLLECTION

£54.98

£24.99

£34.99

£4.95

£3.95

To purchase or for more information please contact: 

www.baksaverbarrows.co.uk 

Telephone: 01837 83704 

E-mail: sales@hillsofdevon.co.uk 

Hills of Devon, Beechlea, Winkleigh, Devon  EX19 8DH 

A high quality durable wheelbarrow that takes the 
load for you backed by a 12 month Guarantee 

No more lifting with a  

Just 
- Easy Push 
- Easy Steer 
- Easy Tip 

An award winning barrow 
that lets you do what you 
love doing - Gardening 
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PROBLEMS SOLVED

QShould I have 
dug up my early 

potatoes by now?
CLAUDIA CARTER, SOUTHEND, ESSEX

Q What ate my carrots?
GINNY LOVELL, WINCHESTER, HANTS

A  Carrot fly is a serious and difficult 
pest, which locates carrots by smell and 
lays eggs at the base of the foliage. Signs of 
attack include weaker-growing foliage, 
which often turns yellow and pink. The grubs 
eat into the roots, leaving them as wire-like remnants in 
severe attacks. 

Next year, grow your carrots in a different area and 
cover the crop with fleece and water with garlic water to 
help disguise the carrot smell. Cultivars such as
‘Resistafly’ are less attractive to carrot fly but can still be
attacked, so it’s best to sow a sacrificial row of ordinary 
carrots to attract pests away from your main crop. 

Q How can I tell if an apple is ripe?
LOUISA JONES, NEWMARKET

A  As a general rule, you can tell if an apple is ready to pick by 
cupping it in your hand and gently lifting the fruit upwards. If it 
comes off easily, snapping at the stalk, it’s ready to harvest, but 
if you have to struggle to remove it, wait a few more weeks. 
Different apple cultivars mature over many months, so there’s 
no hard and fast rule. Early apples such as ‘Discovery’ and 

‘George Cave’ are only at their best for a few weeks but ‘Fiesta’ 
should be left on the tree to develop its flavour. 

Early spuds 
dug too late 

FRUIT & VEG GREENHOUSE CARE

A Early potatoes should be dug in July and 
August, once the flowers have dropped 

and the foliage starts to yellow. They’re best
eaten before the skins ‘set’ – and before there 
is a real danger of blight affecting the crop. 

Blight is more prevalent from August 
onwards and if the foliage turns black and 
collapses, blight has struck and you should 

dig up your tubers immediately. The ‘Sarpo’ 
range of blight-resistant potatoes often keeps 
growing well into autumn but tubers left in 
the ground are susceptible to slug damage. 

Ideally, dig them up on a dry day and leave 
the tubers on the surface for a few hours to 
dry off and ‘set’ before storing them in paper 
(not plastic) sacks or cardboard boxes. 

Q My fruit bushes 
are looking sickly 
after I sprayed 
below them with 
weedkiller. Can  
I eat the fruit? 
TOM ROBERTS, GWYNEDD

A  I don’t recommend eating the 
fruit off your affected bushes
this year, but, provided they’re 
not too damaged, plants should 
make a significant recovery.  

Most garden weedkillers are 
based on glyphosate, which is 
absorbed by the foliage of all
plants, so should only be used 
around shrubs when they’re 
leafless, before March. 

The best way to control your 
groundsel, which is an annual 
weed, is to hoe off the seedlings 
when they’re small. 

Provide a mulch of well-
rotted manure this autumn or 
winter. This will feed the 
bushes and cover up the weed 
seeds, which will also help 
reduce the problem. 

Q Can I keep toms 
going under glass?
IAN JEWERS, LYMLL INGTON, HANTS

A  Good hygiene is important now 
to prevent diseases such as grey 
mould from infecting the leaves.
Remove any yellowing 
leaves and rotting 
fruits, but leave 
developing fruits on 
the plants to ripen. 
Open vents on dry 
days to keep air 
flowing around the 
plants and continue 
to water but avoid 
wetting the foliage. 

Q Where do I put a 
greenhouse in my 
north-facing plot?
ALEX HUPTON, NORFOLK

A  A shady spot isn’t ideal if you
want to grow plants that need sun 
and warmth, such as tomatoes. But
if you’re planning to use it more 
generally for overwintering plants 
and for growing summer crops, 
when the sun will be higher in the 
sky, you might find a bright spot in
your garden. Whenever you site a 
greenhouse or coldframe, seek out 
the sunniest viable spot.

Q How should I get 
my greenhouse 
ready for winter?
JUNE CORDWELL, SOUTHAMPTON

A  If you’ve not already removed 
your shading, do it now. Light levels 
are falling as the days get shorter so 
let as much light in as possible. 

On a mild day, take out all the
plants early in the morning and 
give the greenhouse a good clean. 
Remove fallen leaves and debris 
from the floor and benches, then 
clean the glass and supports with 
Jeyes Fluid (£4 for 300ml) or citrox. 

Check your greenhouse heater is 
working properly or that you have 
bubblewrap ready for insulation. 



0800 028 0942 www.gardenessentials.co.uk

VegTrug™ Home Farm Kit Medium

• Size H 80 x W 78 x L 180cm

• No more kneeling or bending

• Provides the perfect working height 

• Wheelchair accessible

• Unique “V” shape allows deep rooted produce to grow

• Protective liners extend the life of the VegTrug 

• Covers include greenhouse, fl eece and micro-mesh

INCLUDES

3 COVERS

& FRAME

EXCLUSIVE DEAL ONLY £180.00

SAVE OVER £53.97

HARRIS DRYBOOT
60 YEARS ON AND STILL THE BEST 

GARDENING BOOT AVAILABLE IN THE UK

*WASHABLE & QUICK DRYING
*COOL PADDED COTTON LINING
*REINFORCED ‘DIGGING’ SOLE

STILL ONLY £59.99+p&p

Secure online shop at: 

www.thedrybootcompany.com 
or call 07974 977112

THE IDEAL ALTERNATIVE TO A KNEE LENGTH WELLY!

Go to: www.greatmagazines.co.uk/summersale
Or call: 01858 438884 and quote ‘summer sale’

OVER
60 TITLES

FROM ONLY

99p

ENJOY YOUR FAVOURITE READ, 
WHEREVER YOU ESCAPE TO 
THIS SUMMER

Download one of our digital magazines from just 
99p or order a print copy and enjoy free delivery.

Sit back and escape for a while…

With over 60 titles to choose from there’s 
something for everyone. 

Get a copy of your favourite read or try a 
new magazine today!

Offers cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. Due to short lead times we cannot offer a print copy of our weekly 
magazines. Print copies available on monthly magazines only. Closing date is 31st August 2017. Costs from landlines for 01 numbers 
per minute are (approx) 2p to 10p. Cost from mobiles per minute (appox) 10p to 40p. Costs vary depending on the location in the UK. 
You may get free calls as part of your call package – please check with your phone provider. Order lines open 8am-9.30pm (Mon-Fri), 
8am-4pm (Sat). For full terms and conditions visit http://www.greatmagazines.co.uk/offer-terms-and-conditions
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PROBLEMS SOLVED

QWhere can I get seeds  
 or plants of edelweiss?

Q How can I generate enough heat  
in my compost bin to kill grass seed? 
JOHN FITZPATRICK, SANDHURST, SURREY

A  If grass seeds survive the composting process, it suggests that
your bin isn’t getting warm enough to kill the seeds, and this might 
be a result of not having a good-enough mix of materials. 

To produce sufficient heat to kill seeds you should include a mix 
of dry leaves, straw and shredded paper and wetter material such as 
kitchen waste, weeds 
and lawn mowings. 

Keep the heap moist 
and turn it at least 
once so air can get to 
all the material. An 
activator, usually a 
source of nitrogen, 
such as dried blood or 
bonemeal, will feed 
the bacteria that 
create heat and so 
raise temperatures

Q Why did my azalea  
just curl up and die?
PAUL ABSOLOM, BY EMAIL

A  Thick-leaved evergreens, such as azaleas, 
don’t readily show signs of dry compost and it’s 
not until some time after they’ve dried out that 
they wilt or leaves turn brown. By then, 
unfortunately, it’s too late to reverse the damage. 

Turn up the heat 
on compost

Plant  identification

Send us your questions!

PESTS & DISEASES 

ASK THE EXPERTS

MR PR PERCY, WIGSTON, LEICESTER

A  Edelweiss (Leontopodium alpinum ( ( ) is a small, grey-leavedmm
alpine with distinctive woolly bracts surrounding the small,
dull yellow flowers. It’s fairly easy to grow but must have a 
very well-drained soil and prefers full sun. 

You can buy plants from garden centres, usually in spring, and 
Bakker is offering five 7cm (3in) edelweiss plants for £10.45 
(www.bakker.com). ‘Blossom of Snow’ is a new, larger-
flowered cultivar from Suttons (www.suttons.co.uk). 

Q What’s this pink, brain-like 
plant – and can I grow it outside?
JUNE GREEN, BIRMINGHAM

A Celosia cristata, also known as cockscomb, is often 
sold as a luxury cut flower. As the blooms develop they 
become more convoluted. You can grow this annual from
seed – sow directly outdoors in May or start off indoors
in March and plant out after all risk of frost.
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Need some gardening advice? Fill in this form and post it to 

us, or email your query to gardenanswers@bauermedia.co.uk

Dear Garden Answers,

My name & address

My gardening problem is

Send to: Garden Answers, Bauer Media, Media House, 

Lynch Wood, Peterborough PLL E2 6EA
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Problem areas

AFans of the GreatAA British coastline 
will have lots of fun recreating thisAA

look in their garden. A sunny spot works 
best for most coastal-style plants, but as
long as the space is light and bright, it’s
really about choosing the right 
materials to set off the plants. 

Stone, shingle and sand teamed with 
decking, sleepers and rope immediately 
set the right tone. Sheds can be 
transformed into jaunty beach huts 

with a little effort, and fir
hammocks automatically 
seaside feel in this shingly 

Here we’ve added a larg
so the garden has a waters
can keep fish here, or welc
by creating a sloping shin

Add in some ornamenta
glaucous (blue-green-greglaucous (blue-green-grey) evergreens
and colourful Mediterranand colourful Mediterranean or coastal
plants to finish the look.
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1 Bare walls and fences create a boxed-in feel

2 Lawn is lovely, but uninspiring 

3 There are no paths to invite you into the garden

4 Lack of stimulating space for relaxation or play 

BEFORE

4

3
2

1

Design Solutions
Designer Dawn Isaac brings life to a blank can

QHow can I add some sea
style to my new garden

THE SKETCH

Divide the space 
into zones 
Splitting the garden 

into distinct areas  

for entertaining and 

relaxing makes the 

space more 

interesting and useful. 

A large pond in the 

centre creates  

a bold waterside feel, 

offering reflections  

of plants and sky. The 

decking boardwalk 

that surrounds it 

Add grasses

introducing ornamental 

species such as calamagrostis, 

stipa and miscanthus around 

the garden  

Laze in a hammock

evokes a jetty, and offers spaces to pond dip and relax 

by the beach hut in the far corner.
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Create a pond and waterside deck

budget, consider adding a swimming pond. 

Even an ordinary pond can evoke a beach-side 

feel when teamed with a wooden boardwalk or 

projected deck area

Make an urban beach

geotextile membrane to create an urban 

beach. If visiting cats are a worry, cover 

the area in sections of artificial turf when 

not in use  

Entertain around  
a firepit
No beach party is complete 

without a sing-along around a 

campfire, so add a firepit and 

rope ottomans to set the scene 

Add scuptural 
sleepers

Change your shed  
into a seaside hut

Introduce posts  
and rope swags

Lay stones  
and gravel



DECKING HAS fallen out of 
fashion in recent years but it’s 
excellent for creating a coastal 
look if you can avoid the pitfalls. 
l Don’t lay decking in shade.

In a dark, shady area, decking 
becomes dangerously slippery. 
In a south or west-facing spot 
that’s guaranteed hours of sun, it 
can work brilliantly, especially if 
you need to level out a slope. 
l Do lay it in a sunny spot.

A deck doesn’t have to go 
right next to the house. If your 
sunniest spot is at the other 
end of the garden, build the 
seating area there.

l Do opt for hardwood.

If budget allows, it’s worth 
investing in a hardwood such as
iroko or ipe. As well as lasting 
longer than softwoods, these 
close-grained woods also reduce 
movement and potential 
splitting and splintering.
l Do take care of the wood. 

Oil your decking annually to 
keep its rich brown tones, or 
allow it to turn a natural silvery 
grey – perfect for a coastal look.  
l Do consider faux decking. 

In a shady garden, reconstituted 
cement-based products are a 
better option and less slippery. 

Decking dos and don’ts

Design Solutions

Top 10 plants for seaside style

Armeria maritima

‘Splendens’ This deep 

pink seathrift blooms 

June-August with its 

round flower clusters 

held above evergreen 

grass-like foliage. 

H and S20cm (10in)

Crambe maritima  

The wavy sea-blue 

leaves of sea kale are 

edible and the plant 

also produces creamy 

white flowers in early 

summer. H80cm (32in) 

S60cm (2ft)

Erigeron ‘Sea Breeze’ 

Daisy-like pink flowers 

with yellow centres 

appear June-August 

above blue-grey 

leaves. Happily self- 

sows around. H30cm 

(12in) S45cm (18in)

Limonium platyphylium

Sea lavender creates  

a cloud of pale blue 

flowers from July-

September above a 

mound of leathery 

leaves. H60cm (2ft) 

S45cm (18in)

Festuca glauca  

‘Elijah Blue’

An ornamental grass 

with striking blue 

foliage that gains its 

best colour in full sun. 

H30cm (12in)  

S25cm (10in)

Cistus purpureus

This evergreen rock 

rose delivers tissue  

paper-thin pink flowers 

June-July. Give it 

winter protection 

in cold areas. H and 

S1m (3ft 3in)

Ceanothus ‘Skylark’ 

Sheltered from cold 

winds it produces a 

mass of blue flowers 

from late spring to 

early summer, with 

evergreen foliage. 

H1.5m (5ft) S2m (6½ft) 

Agapanthus  

‘Purple Delight’ 

Grow this rich purple 

African lily in a pot so 

it can be overwintered 

in an unheated 

greenhouse. H90cm 

(3ft) S50cm (20in) 

Hylotelephium  

‘Lime Zinger’

Sedum with zesty 

green and red foliage 

and sprays of pink 

flowers August-

September. H20cm 

(10in) S45cm (18in)

Eryngium variifolium

A striking sea holly 

with handsome 

marbled leaves at the 

base and metallic blue 

thistle-like flowers from 

July-August. H40cm 

(16in) S25cm (10in)

Pick a sunny spot 

for decking – it’ll 

be less slippery
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Notebook
✄✄

Pull up a deckchair to enjoy the silvery, 
fleshy and relaxed look of seaside plants

COASTAL CHIC
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6x8ft Apex Shed 

(painted) £625 

Summer Garden 

Buildings 01603 

721590; www.

summergarden-

buildings.co.uk

Jute pouffe

£79

John Lewis 

03456  

049049; www.

johnlewis.com

Landmann City 

Lights Fire Pit

£129 

Homebase 0345 

077 8888; ww

homebase.co.uk

Evergrain composite 

decking (140x21mm) 

£9.54 per meter Edecks 

0844 474 4444;  

www.edecks.co.uk 

MATERIALS

Astelia chathamica

Keep props to a 

minimum

049049; www.

10mm natural flax hemp 

rope £1.02 per metre

Ropes Direct  

01692 671721;  

www.ropesdirect.co.uk

Play sand 850kg bag 

£86 The Stone and 

Garden Company

0300 303 3213;  

www.stoneandgarden.co 

Beach arrow sign

£10 The Nautical 

ome, Not on the 

High Street  

0203 318 5115;  

www.notonthe 

highstreet.com

Globe lantern 

£76.95 Annabel 

James 0345 00

548 0210; www.

annabeljames.co.uk

Star indoor/outdoor //

cushion (denim and 

white) £68 Dash 

and Albert www.

dashandalbert.com

Bunting £13 The Cotton Bunting Co, 

Not on the High Street 0203 318 5115; 

www.notonthehighstreet.com

White agapanthus

Play sand 850kg bag

GGetGet
the

GetGet
look

One key thing with seaside-style gardens 

is not to overdo it on the styling. Lobster 
pots, driftwood, shells, towers of pebbles, 
coils of rope, miniature lighthouses, fishing 
boats, fishing nets and collections of floats 
are fine in moderation but soon look twee 
piled one upon the other. It’s far more 
confident to edit your props so they imply a 
maritime setting, then let your coastal-styl
plants do all the rest. 

Many seaside plants have a fleshy, silv
or thin and ‘weedy’ look. They have to th
in a poor, free-draining sandy soil and ha
adapted to cope with extreme conditions 
exposure, salt-laden winds, harsh sunlig
and drought. Often they’ll have deep tapr
hairy leaves to inhibit moisture loss, silve
foliage to reflect the sun’s heat, fleshy leav
to retain moisture and wiry stems to toler
abrasion by sand and salt sea spray.

Give the sculptural-looking specimens 
(eg eryngiums and other thistly plants) 
sufficient space to enjoy their shape, and 
plant grasses, annuals and perennials in  
drifts to mimic a natural pattern of spread.
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GREENHOUSE
A greenhouse is the perfect place to overwinter plants and 
propagate seedlings. Geoff Hodge explains what to look for

GREENHOUSE
Choose the perfect

BUYERS’
GUIDE

Greenhouses



GUTTERS 
& DOWNPIPES 

Make sure these are 

included (or buy them 

separately) to prevent wate

collecting at the base of th

greenhouse and causing 

wooden houses to rot.  

They will also enable  

you to collect water 

in a butt.

COATINGS 
der or other 

gs on metal and 

d wood protect 

ucture. You can 

e a hue to suit 

olour scheme 

our garden

ZERO 
THRESHOLD 

t having a threshold 

t the doors makes 

s easier, especially if 

u suffer from limited 

vement or garden 

in a wheelchair. 
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ZERO

DOORS 
Make sure 

wooden door 

hinges are strong 

and that the sliding 

mechanism on 

sliding doors is 

robust. 

GARDEN BUYS

➤

A
greenhouse can really broaden 
your range of gardening skills. 
It’s not just the best place to 
overwinter tender plants, it’s 

also the perfect environment in which to 
propagate new plants from seed and 
cuttings, and grow on the young plants. It
will also extend your growing season – both 
in spring and autumn – by three or four
weeks at either end of the season. 

There are lots of different designs, styles, 
sizes and materials to choose from, so 
here’s a handy guide to choosing the right 
greenhouse for you.

Which size? 
First find a position that gets plenty of light 
and isn’t overly shaded by surrounding 
trees. Now work out how much space you 
have. Go for as big a greenhouse as you can 
accommodate – and afford – but don’t 
choose an enormous one if you work full 
time because looking after a large, fully 
stocked greenhouse will be too demanding.

Also consider the height – the eaves 
should be a minimum of 1.5m (5ft) high, 
and ideally 1.8m (6ft) or more. 

Next decide on the frame and glazing 
materials. Glazing to ground level gives 
greatest flexibility and allows light to reach
plants at ground level, but half-walling or 
side cladding reduces heat loss in winter.
l Framing materials: Wood looks attractive 
and is a great choice for a small garden 
where it’s always on show. Yet wood 
requires maintenance every couple of years 
to prevent rotting (western red cedar 
requires less maintenance than some 
softwoods). Wood also retains heat better 
than metal structures, but the broader 

glazing bars (window frames) reduce 
internal light levels slightly.

Aluminium frames are cheaper, need 
little or no maintenance, and many 
manufacturers offer a range of coloured 
powder or other coatings, which can help 
the greenhouse blend in 
with your colour scheme. 
Aluminium doesn’t hold its 
heat as well as wood, but
the thin glazing bars allow 
for excellent light 
transmission. 

Plastic resin looks 
attractive, costs less and 
loses less heat than aluminium. It’s 
usually used for smaller greenhouses 
and is often designed for use with 
polycarbonate glazing panels.

lGlazing materials: Glass is the standard 
glazing material as it offers excellent light 
transmission, allowing around 90% of 
available light through, but it loses heat 
easily. It’s heavy, so adds weight and 
stability to structures, but is prone to

breaking. Consider using 
toughened glass, such as 
4mm safety glazing, for 
doors or areas where people 
might fall onto the glass.

Twin-walled 
polycarbonate is lightweight 
and doesn’t break or shatter 
like glass. It has good light 

transmission – around 83-85% of the 
available light. It acts in the same way as 
double-glazing, retaining more heat and 
reducing heat loss in winter.

WHAT TO LOO
IN A GREENHOIN A GREENHO

DOUBLE  
DOORS

These make it easier to 

get in and out and allow 

access for a wheelbarrow. 

They’re usually only 

available on wider/

larger greenhouses.

“Wood looks 
attractive and 
retains heat,  

but needs more 
maintenance”
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Gabriel Ash The Rosemoor £6,685

2x2.4m (6x8ft), western red cedar, 

glass

Waltons Gloucester Pressure 

Treated Wooden Glass Pavilion 

£2,199.95 2.8x2.46m (9ft 3inx8ft 1in), 

pressure-treated softwood, glass

Forest Garden Glass House 

£2,799.99 flooring & staging supplied,

2.69x2.81m (8ft 10inx9ft 3in), 

pressure-treated softwood, glass

Gabriel Ash The Wisley £8,983

2.67x3.51m (8ft 9inx11ft 6in),  

western red cedar, glass

Gabriel Ash The Classic Eight  

from £3,847 2.4m (8ft) wide, range 

of lengths, western red cedar, glass

Waltons Tongue & Groove  

Wooden Premium from £549.99 

1.93m (6ft 4in) wide, western red 

cedar, styrene or glass, four sizes

Ventilation
Essential in summer to 

reduce overheating, 

ventilation is also 

good for winter 

because opening the 

vents can help reduce 

condensation and 

prevent the build-up 

of botrytis (grey 

mould) disease.

Roof vents are  

the most useful,  

and ideally should be 

on both sides of the 

ridge; they should 

measure 15–20%  

of the floor area. 

Side, or louvre, 

vents help regulate 

airflow, and are 

important to use in 

conjunction with 

roof vents to help 

reduce heat or 

humidity inside 

the structure. 
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Rion EcoGrow from £618

2m (6ft 6in) wide, green resin frame, 

opaque twin-wall polycarbonate

Rion Grand Gardener from £1,151

2.6m (8ft 6in) wide, green resin frame, 

opaque twin-wall polycarbonate roof, 

clear polycarbonate walls

Rion Hobby Gardener from £977

2.6m (8ft 6in) wide, green resin 

frame, opaque twin-wall 

polycarbonate
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pliers ● Alitex 01730 826900, www.alitex.co.uk ● Eden Greenhouses 01242 676625, www.

greenhouses.com ● Elite Greenhouses 01204 791488, www.elite-greenhouses.co.uk ● Forest Garden

03330 030026, www.forestgarden.co.uk ● Gabriel Ash 01829 271890, www.gabrielash.com ● Griffin

Glasshouses 01962 772512, www.griffinglasshouses.com ● Halls Greenhouses 01242 676625, www.

hallsgreenhouses.com ● Marston & Langinger 01243 214550, www.marstonandlanginger.com ● Rion

om Two Wests & Elliott 01246 451077, www.twowests.co.uk ● Vitavia 01473 218100, www.vitavia.co.uk 

Waltons 0800 029 1000, www.waltons.co.uk ● Online suppliers include www.greenhousesdirect.co.uk, 

greenhousepeople.co.uk, www.gardenbuildingsdirect.co.uk and www.greenhousestores.co.uk

Griffin Glasshouses Sorrel NGS 

Collection £13,500 2.6x3.7m (8ft 6in 

x12ft 2in), powder-coated aluminium 

& hot-dipped galvanised steel, glass

Vitavia Orion from £438

1.93m (6ft 4in) wide, aluminium/ 

powder-coated aluminium, 

glass & acrylic, two sizes

Halls Popular from £324 1.93m  

(6ft 4in) wide, aluminium/coated 

aluminium, glass, four sizes

Marston & Langinger Messenger 

£15,500 2.7x4.1m (8ft 9inx13ft 5in), 

polyester powder-coated aluminium, 

glass

Elite Greenhouses Titan 700  

from £

alumin

alumin

Waltons Silver & Green from £255.99

1.89m (6ft 2in) or 2.47m (8ft 1in) 

wide, aluminium/coated aluminium, 

twin-wall polycarbonate, five sizes

Elite Greenhouses Titan 700

from £1,200 2.3m (7ft 5in) wide,

aluminium/powder-coated

aluminium, glass

Eden Burford from £627

1.8m (6ft) wide, aluminium/ coated 

aluminium, glass or twin-wall 

e sizes

Alitex The Hidcote £10,250

2.6x3m (8ft 5inx10ft 1in), polyester 

powder-coated aluminium, glass

Vitavia Jupiter from £698 2.57m 

(8ft 5in) wide, aluminium or powder-

coated aluminium, glass, four sizes
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Make life easier when putting out treats for  
birds with these handy accessories

FEEDING STATIONFEEDING STATION
Smarten up your 
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CATWATCH DETERRENT

£55.99 RSPB  

0345 034 7733;  

www.shopping.rspb.org.uk

MAGPIE SET OF 3 BIRDY 

STORAGE TINS £14.99 

Mollie & Fred 01522 412108; 

www.mollieandfred.co.uk

WOODEN BIRD FEEDER 

BRACKET £8.99 

CJ Wildlife 0800 731 2820; 

www.birdfood.co.uk

SQUIRREL PROOF FEEDER 

CAGE £8.95 Really Wild 

Birdfood 01489 896785; www. 

reallywildbirdfood.co.uk

AUCKLAND BIRD TABLE 

£7.99 CJ Wildlife  

0800 731 2820;  

www.birdfood.co.uk

COMPLETE BIRD FEEDER’S 

HYGIENE KIT £15.25 

Ark Wildlife 0800 085 4865; 

www.arkwildlife.co.uk

RSPB POCKET GUIDE  

TO BRITISH BIRDS

RSPB 0345 034 7733;  

www.shopping.rspb.org.uk

OLYMPUS NATURE 8X40 

DPS-I BINOCULARS Wex 

Photographic 01603 486413; 

www.wexphotographic.com

LONG HANDLE FEEDER 

CLEANING BRUSH £6.25 

RSPB 0345 034 7733;  

www.shopping.rspb.org.uk

NUTTY BALL FEEDER  

£3.99 Garden Bird  

0800 644 4322;  

www.gardenbird.co.uk

YELLOW BIRDY II STORAGE 

TIN & FOOD £14.74 

RSPB 0345 034 7733;  

www.shopping.rspb.org.uk

GARDMAN NO GROW SEED 

MIX £14.97 for 12.75kg 

Homebase 0345 077 8888; 

www.homebase.co.uk

POLE MOUNTED SQUIRREL 

DOME £26.95 Really Wild 

Birdfood 01489 896785; www. 

reallywildbirdfood.co.uk

SEED SCOOP £7.96 

Really Wild Birdfood  

01489 896785; www.

reallywildbirdfood.co.uk

BIRD WINDOW STICKERS 

£5.10 RSPB  

0345 034 7733;  

www.shopping.rspb.org.uk

PECKISH SQUIRREL PROOF 

BIRDCAGE FEEDER £14.99 

The Range 0345 026 7598; 

www.therange.co.uk
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GARDEN BUYS
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Over to you!
co.uk TEL 01733 395076 WEBSITE www.gardenanswersmagazine.co.uk

yy
FROM HUMBLE BEGINNINGS

CONGRATULATIONS As author of this month’s star letter 

Lynda wins this complete set-up for feeding garden birds 

from the RSPB – comprising a premium feeding station, 

classic seed feeder, nut and nibble feeder and bird food. 

l The feeding station is part of the RSPB’s Giving Nature

a Home initiative. For more information on this and other 

RSPB products, go to www.rspbshop.co.uk

All proceeds go towards helping birds and wildlife

Snug as a bug
I just wanted to write and share this 
photo with you. My husband made this 
bug house and I’m delighted with it!
Anna Blakeston, by email

GA says: I’m sure your garden 

insects will be delighted too, Anna! 

Adrian Thomas has some more 

ideas for how we can help 

overwintering wildlife on p71 

New love for old hedge
I’ve always found laurel hedges a bit 
depressing, so when I moved house a 
few years ago and found a monster 
laurel hedge in the garden (18ft high!) I 
was filled with dismay. I set to work 
taking the monster in hand and over 
the past three years have gradually 
reduced it to a more manageable 7ft.  

Now I find its new spring leaves are 
such a beautiful shade of green. I have 
a blackbird and blue tit nesting in its 
branches and have discovered that  
bumble bees are attracted to young 
laurel leaves. The garden is alive with 
their contented buzzing.

Of course the hedge will demand 
ongoing maintenance but I’ve taken to 
it with a completely different attitude.
Ann Hamilton, East Sussex

My seedhead favourites
My gran used to make displays of Chinese 
lanterns and the dried silver moons of 
honesty seeds in a brown bubbled glass vase. 
The late afternoon sun made them glow like 
Persian jewels  in the lounge window. These 
happy memories are now reflected in what I 
grow and harvest from my own garden.
Alison Acred, Hampshire

Rosy reward
I eagerly read Garden Answers every month 
and I wanted to share a flower photo from 
my garden. I’m feeling  particularly proud 
because I grew this rose ‘Tequila Sunrise’ 
from a leaf cutting.
Vivien Denny, by email

I bought this Robinia 
pseudoacacia ‘Lace Lady’a
as a sad-looking twig from 
a nursery that was 
closing down. 

After several years of  care, 
it has since developed into a 
very attractive tree and is 
now planted in a very large 
container in my front garden. 

Underplanted with 
petunias and surrounded 
by spires of acanthus it’s 
become a beautiful feature in 
my small road, which people 
often stop to admire.
Lynda Flower Williams, 
Ascot, Berkshire
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YOUR GARDEN LIFE

WIN SECATEURS 
WORTH £60!
Send us a photo of your 
garden or plants and you 
could win a choice of 
fabulous professional 
Felco secateurs! 
l The Felco 6 is a compact 
secateur with sap groove 
and tapered cutting blade. 
l The Felco 12 has rotating 
handles and shock absorber 
to reduce effort. 
Call 0116 234 4611 
or visit www.felco.com

SPLIT PERSONALITY
I don’t think my ‘Mick’s Peppermint’ 
dahlia knows which of its parents to follow! 
Richard Cake, Dorset

PRIZE 
PHOTO

DIY wheelbarrow
I decided to create a simple 
wheelbarrow planter out of a few 
pieces of wood I had lying around. 

I marked the pattern out on to the 
wood, cut it to shape, drilled the holes 
and screwed it together. A coat of 
fencing stain gives it some protection 
and now I’ve got a lovely planter that’s 
been blooming all summer!
Melvyn Griffiths, Anglesey, Wales

CONTACT US
Address: Garden Answers, Bauer Media, Media 

House, Lynch Wood, Peterborough PE2 6EA
Email: gardenanswers@bauermedia.co.uk
Web: www.gardenanswersmagazine.co.uk

Social media: Find us on Facebook – search for 
Garden Answers; Twitter @GardenAnswers; 

Instagram gardenanswers
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Haze of honeysuckle
I’m quite new in the world of gardening but 
loving it and learning all the time. This year
my honeysuckle has been spectacular! 
Jacqueline Walmsley, North Lincolnshire

Bowled over by baskets
I’m very pleased with my arrangement 
of basket plants. It’s a joy to sit and relax 
and see such lovely colour. 
Val Chapman, by email

Onions aplenty
My overwintering onions 
were planted last 
September. 
The variety 
is ‘Radar’ 
and I was 
very 
pleased 
with my 
harvest 
this 
summer!  
Glen Lees, 
Surrey
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SHADE-TOLERANT 
PLANTS 

SHADE-TOLERANT
Three plant by number collections of

Brighten up a gloomy corner with our  
trio of shady border collections

H75cm (30in) S50cm (18in)  
RRP £6.99 EACH

ACTAEA PACHYPODA  
‘MISTY BLUE’ 

H and S1m (3ft 3in)  
RRP £15 EACH

LOROPETALUM CHINENSE 
RUBRA ‘FIRE DANCE’ 

LAMIUM MACULATUM  
‘BEACON SILVER’ 

H15cm (6in) S60cm (2ft)  
RRP £6.99 EACH

This collection has a distinctive 
silver and red theme. In time, the 
spring-flowering lamium will 
create a sparkling silvery carpet 
alongside the silver-hued actaea 
and plum-red evergreen 
loropetalum foliage. 
l Buy Collection A for £16.50 
(inc weed-suppressing fabric and 
pegs worth £4.98) or
l Buy 3x Collection A for £45 
(saving £4.50, inc 3 free sets of 
weed-suppressing fabric and 
pegs worth £7.98).

 M
any people think 
of shade in the 
garden as a bad 
thing, yet there 

are plenty of exciting and 
colourful plants that will 
thrive in shady 
conditions.
To help you 
make the 
most of a 
shady area, 
Hayloft 
Plants has 
created three 
shade-loving 
plant 
collections 
offering colour 
and interest all 
year long.  
With their 
winning 
combination of long-
lasting blooms and 
attractive evergreen 
foliage, each collection 
guarantees variety  
and longevity in 
complementary colour 
palettes.

The three collections 
each comprise:
l Three hardy perennials 
in 9cm (3½in) pots
l A planting plan showing 
how to lay out your border

l Cultural notes  on 
how to care for 

each plant
l Weed-
suppressing 
fabric and 
pegs (worth 

£4.98) to  
help with 

maintenance.
Each collection 
will cover two 
square metres 
and costs 
£16.50, or £45 
when you buy 
three of the 

same collection. Or, buy the 
Ultimate Shade Collection 
(all three collections) for 
just £40 (save £9.50), with 
three sets of weed fabric 
and pegs, plus 50 free blue 
Anemone blanda corms 
worth £12. Delivery 14 days. 

COLLECTION AFREE
weed fabric 
and pegs
WORTH 
£4.98!  

with every Shade

Collection

BUY 
COLLECTION  
A FOR £16.50

OR 3 FOR  
£45

Buy the Ultimate 
Collection and you’ll 

receive 50 free 
Anemone blanda
corms worth £12
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Code Description Qty Price Cost

SCA1
Shade Collection A  

1 free set of pegs + 2 x 1m (2 sq m) weed fabric worth £4.98
£16.50

SCA3
Shade Collection A x3 (nine plants) SAVAA E £4.50!

3 free sets of pegs + 2 x 1m (6 sq m) weed fabric worth £7.98
£45 

SCB1
Shade Collection B    

1 free set of pegs + 2 x 1m (2 sq m) weed fabric worth £4.98
£16.50 

SCB3
Shade Collection B x3 (nine plants) SAVAA E £4.50!

3 free sets of pegs + 2 x 1m (6 sq m) weed fabric worth £7.98
£45 

SCC1
Shade Collection C    

1 free set of pegs + 2 x 1m (2 sq m) weed fabric worth £4.98
£16.50

SCC3
Shade Collection C x3 (nine plants) SAVAA E £4.50!

3 free sets of pegs + 2 x 1m (6 sq m) weed fabric worth £7.98
£45

SCD9

Ultimate Shade Collection D (1 plant from each collection) 

SAVSASA E £9.50! Get 50 FREE blue Anemone blanda bulbs 

worth £12 plus 3 free sets of pegs + 2 x 1m (6 sq m)  

weed fabric worth £7.98

£40

Postage (per order) £4.95 £4.95

Total

ORDER COUPON - quote code ROGA17-37P

Title.................. Initial................. Surname.........................................

Address...........................................................................................................

..........................................................................Postcode.......................... 

Daytime phone number ........................................................................

Email address ..............................................................................................

I enclose a cheque for £ .................... made payable to 

Hayloft with my name and address on the back. 

Or charge my Visa/Mastercard/Maestro

Card number...................................................................... .....................

CV2................................ Expiry date.................................

Signature.............................................................................. .....................

HOW TO ORDER l Cut out order form and post orders to Garden Answers Reader Offer, PO BOX 2020, Pershore WR10 9BP l Online, visit 

www.hayloftplants.co.uk/ROGA l Phone 01386 426245 and quote ROGA17-37P l All plants will be despatched within 14 days, unless stated otherwise 

l Online orders will receive an order acknowledgement. Offer closes 17 October 2017 l All items are subject to availability; Hayloft reserves the right to send 

suitable substitutes or, for paid-for items, offer a refund l If demand exceeds anticipated volumes for free items, Hayloft retains the right to replace with products 

of a similar retail value l Available to UK addresses only l Reader offers cannot be used in conjunction with any other promotions or discounts. Please tick here

q if you prefer not to receive offers from any company other than Hayloft 

H and S60cm (2ft)  
RRP £7.49 EACH

H and S50cm (18in)  
RRP £6.99 EACH

LIRIOPE MUSCARI  
‘BIG BLUE’ 

BRUNNERA 
MACROPHYLLA

DAPHNE ODORA

H and S1.5m (5ft)  
RRP £12 EACH

BUY 
COLLECTION  
B FOR £16.50

OR 3 FOR  
£45

This collection features 
strong ground-covering 
liriope with stout wands of 
purple-blue flowers above 
glossy evergreen leaves. 
The brunnera will flower 
for weeks above intricately 
marbled foliage, making a 
pretty foil for the fragrant 
daphne shrub. 
l Buy 1x Collection B 
for £16.50 (inc weed-
suppressing fabric and 
pegs worth £4.98) or 
l Buy 3x Collection B 
for £45 (saving £4.50, 
inc 3 free sets of weed-
suppressing fabric and 
pegs worth £7.98).

SHADE COLLECTION B

SHADE COLLECTION C

H and S1.8m (6ft)  
RRP £7.49 EACH

H1.2m (4ft) S75cm (30in)  
RRP £14 EACH

KIRENGESHOMA PALMATA 
HYDRANGEA 
QUERCIFOLIA  
‘ALICE’ 

VINCA MINOR  
‘DOUBLE TEMPTATION’ 

H20cm (8in) S1.5m (5ft)  
RRP £6.99 EACH

This collection features 
the tall, slender stems of 
kiregoshoma, whose 
late-summer lemon-yellow 
blooms really ‘pop’ against 
the unusual, double-
flowered, ground-covering 
vinca. The long-lasting 
blooms of oak-leaved 
hydrangea ‘Alice’ provide 
a stunning finale. 
l Buy 1 x Collection C 
for £16.50 (inc weed-
suppressing fabric and 
pegs worth £4.98) or 
l Buy 3x Collection C 
for £45 (saving £4.50, 
inc 3 free sets of weed-
suppressing fabric and 
pegs worth £7.98).

BUY 
COLLECTION  
C FOR £16.50

OR 3 FOR  
£45
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F
ill your garden 
with colour for 
years to come 
with these 150 

free bulbs, which will 
burst into life in spring, 
filling borders and patio 
pots with colour. Your 
collection comprises  
the following  plants:

● 50 x Allium moly

● 40 x brodiaea

● 36 x chionodoxa

● 6 x fritillaria

● 15 x puschkinia

● 3 x narcissus

 ‘Tête-à-tête’

OFFER 1: TULIP ‘RED IMPRESSION’ OFFER 2: IRIS ‘METALLIC’ MIXTURE 

Spectacularly large 

and long-lasting 

blooms on tall, 

sturdy stems make 

this tulip a border 

sensation! Easy to 

grow, with superb 

weather resistance, 

they’ll return reliably 

year after year. Bulb 

size 10/11.

H56cm (22in) 

S20cm (8in)

● BUY 16 BULBS  

FOR £9.99

● 32 BULBS FOR 

£14.99 – SAVE £4.99

● 64 BULBS FOR 

£19.99 – SAVE £19.97

irises are easy to 

grow in beds and 

containers. Their 

architectural blooms 

on strong, straight 

stems make superb 

cut flowers too. Bulb 

size: 7/8.

H50cm (20in) 

S15cm (6in) 

● BUY 50 BULBS  

FOR £12.99 

● 100 BULBS FOR 

£17.98 – SAVE £8

150 FREE *
SPRING-FLOWERING BULBS 

F
ill your garden
with colour for

SPRING-FLO
*just pay £5.65 postage

ALLIUM MOLY BRODIAEA CHIONODOXA PUSCHKINIA NARCISSUS  
‘TÊTE-À-TÊTE’

OFFER 1:
OTHER 

SPECIAL 
OFFERS

SAVE 
£8

BUY 16  
FOR £9.99

WORTH 
£21.99
For every  

reader

FRITILLARIA
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GARDEN BUYS

HOW TO ORDER & SUBSCRIBER SAVINGS!

Code Product Price Subs 
price Qty Total

TCC45572 Tulip ‘Red Impression’ x 16 £9.99 £8.99

TCC45573P Tulip ‘Red Impression’ x 32 £14.99 £13.49

TCC45574P Tulip ‘Red Impression’ x 64 £19.99 £17.99

TCJ45415 Iris ‘Metallic’ Mixture x 50  £12.99 £11.69

TCJ45416P Iris ‘Metallic’ Mixture x 100 £17.98 £16.18

TCF10516P Fritillaria imperialis ‘s Red’ x 3 £11.99 £10.79

TCF10364P Fritillaria imperialis ‘s Red’ x 6 £18.99 £17.09

TCK46008B Crocus ‘Yellow Mammoth’ x 40 £9.99 £8.99

TCK46009PB Crocus ‘Yellow Mammoth’ x 80 £14.99 £13.49

TCC62653 Narcissus ‘Sagana’ x 10 £9.99 £8.99

TCC62674P Narcissus ‘Sagana’ x 20 £14.98 £13.48

TCB81072
150 *Free Spring-Flowering Bulbs 
(worth £21.99) (one per reader)

FREE FREE 1
£5.65 

postage

GA226Z–GA227Z Total £

Title.................. Initial......... Surname........................................

Address.................................................................................................

................................................................ Postcode.......................... 

Daytime phone number ..............................................................

Email address ....................................................................................

I enclose a cheque for £ ......................... made payable 

to payable to Thompson & Morgan with your name 

and address on the back.

OR charge my Visa/Mastercard/Maestro

Card number...................................................................... .............

CV2........................... Expiry date........................................

Signature.............................................................................. ............

● SHOP ONLINE visit www.thompson-morgan.com/GA226Z 
GA subscribers go to www.thompson-morgan.com/GA227Z 
● SHOP BY PHONE (minimum phone order £10) call 0844 573 
1686 quoting GA226Z. Subscribers quote GA227Z for 10% off.

TERMS & CONDITIONS Your free* 150 spring-flowering bulbs will be 
despatched from October 2017. All other orders will be acknowledged with 
a despatch date in writing, by letter or email. Offer closes 14 October 2017  
*Please pay £5.65 postage
● If in the event of unprecedented demand this offer is oversubscribed,  
we reserve the right to send suitable substitute cultivars

● Please note that your contract for supply of goods is with  
Thompson & Morgan, Poplar Lane, Ipswich, Suffolk IP8 3BU
● Terms & Conditions available upon request 
● All offers are subject to availability 
● Go online for priority ordering! Visit www.thompson-morgan.com/
GA226Z. Subscribers go to www.thompson-morgan.com/GA227Z 

OFFER 4: CROCUS
‘YELLOW MAMMOTH’

OFFER 3: FRITILLARIA   
IMPERIALIS ‘RED’

This RHS AGM cultivar provides an 

explosion of bright spring colour in 

rockeries or naturalised under trees. 

The flowers provide early nectar and 

pollen for bees. Bulb size: 6/7. 

H10cm (4in) S5cm (2in) 

● BUY 40 BULBS FOR £9.99 

● 80 BULBS FOR £14.99 – SAVE £4.99

This exotic-looking imperial fritillary 

produces majestic crowns of vibrant 

red, bell-shaped flowers, topped with 

a whirl of green leaf-like bracts from 

mid-spring. Bulb size: 18/20.

H1.2m (4ft) S30cm (12in)

● BUY 3 BULBS FOR £11.99

● 6 BULBS FOR £18.99 – SAVE £4.99

With crisp white petals surrounding a 

button-like trumpet of vibrant yellow 

rimmed with fiery orange, this cultivar 

has larger, stronger blooms than 

traditional narcissus. Bulb size: 12/14.

H40cm (16in) S30cm (12in) 

● BUY 10 BULBS FOR £9.99

● 20 BULBS FOR £14.98 – SAVE £5

SAVE 
£4.99!

AWARD- 
WINNING 
CULTIVAR!

● SHOP BY POST Fill in the form below and post to Garden 
Answers, 150 Free Spring Bulbs Offer, Dept GA226Z/GA227Z,  
PO Box 162, Ipswich, Suffolk IP8 3BX with payment by cheque 
(made payable to T&M) or complete payment details below. 

  SAVE 
£5!

OFFER 5: NARCISSUS  
‘SAGANA’



HIGHLY SOUGHT AFTER

Please send to: Thompson & Morgan, Dept TSOP1732, Poplar Lane, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP8 3BU.

When ordering online please use order code TSOP1732 to access our special offers

Tel: 0844 573 7414
Maximum call charge for BT customers is 7p per minute. Calls from other networks may vary.

www.thompson-morgan.com/TSOP1732
9am-6pm 7 days a week

YOUR SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
or your money back 
We want you to be 100% satisfied with any product you buy from 
us. If you’re not 100% happy then neither are we, so let us know 
and we’ll replace your product or give you your money back. †

ORDER CODE

TSOP1732I enclose a cheque/postal order made payable to ‘Thompson & Morgan’ for £                             

Name                                                                                                                                                                                            

Address                                                                   

                                                                                                                 Postcode                                                          

Telephone                                                                                                                                                                                   

Email                                                                                                                                                 

          This will help you track your order online and receive regular order updates

   By providing us with your email address, you'll be able to:

✓Access your order information online ✓Receive delivery date updates

✓Receive despatch notifications ✓View order tracking 24/7 
Occasionally we make our mailing list available to other reputable organisations. If you prefer not to be included in mailings from other carefully selected companies please tick . 
By providing your email address we will be able to contact you quickly in the event of a query with your order. You will also receive our regular email newsletter with all our latest 
special offers. If you do not want to receive our email offers please tick . We DO NOT pass email addresses or telephone numbers to any third parties. Offer subject to availability. 
We reserve the right to substitute varieties if necessary *Please note that savings are based on the equivalent of multiples of the cheapest pack size. © 2017 Thompson & Morgan.
† For full T & C’s, please visit www.thompson-morgan.com. Regretfully we are unable to ship live plants to the following areas: GY, HS, IV41-IV56, KW15-KW17, 
PA34, PA41-48, PA60-PA78, PA80, PH40-PH44, TR21-TR24, ZE1-ZE3.

Patio Pot Perfect for your 
Coronilla, this durable pot stands 
30cm (12”) tall and 39cm (15”) wide. 
Black with a brushed metal finish, 
lattice design and a large saucer, 
ideal for all of your patio favourites.

Just £9.99

Please debit my:  Visa  Mastercard  Maestro

Product Code Item Description Price Qty Total

TJ74420 Coronilla ‘Citrina’, 1 x 9cm potted plant Was £12.99 £9.99

TJ74421P Coronilla ‘Citrina’, 2 x 9cm potted plants Worth £25.98 £16.98

TJ56850PA Patio Pot (39cm) and saucer £9.99 

TJ59095PA Patio Pot (39cm) and saucer, 2 pack - SAVE* £5 £14.98

TJ47551 incredibloom® fertiliser, 100g starter pack £4.99

TJ47552A incredibloom® fertiliser, 750g pack  £12.99

P&P £4.95

Grand
Total 

Extra special scented winter shrub
that’s evergreen, compact and perfect for pots

Flowering from December to  

April, ideal for small gardens

Contrasting blue-green foliage

Strong sweet lemon fragrance

1 plant Was £12.99

 £9.99
HURRY OFFER MUST END SEPTEMBER 27th

NOW
ONLY

Coronilla glauca ‘Citrina’
Coronilla ‘Citrina’ will light up the garden in winter with an 

abundance of lemon-yellow pea-like blooms that just keep 

coming. We’ve had reports of this easy to grow shrub flowering 

for 9 months or more, making it a hard-working addition 

to the garden scene. Hardy Coronilla ‘Citrina’ shows off its 

sweet-scented blooms against unusual blue-green foliage. A 

versatile shrub for almost any garden situation, performing 

particularly well in exposed locations and coastal areas. A 

compact, rounded habit makes this tough little performer ideal 

for patio containers where you really get to appreciate the scent 

and pretty petite blooms. Alternatively train it as a wall shrub for 

a spectacular upright display. Height and spread: 100cm (39”).

Delivered as 9cm potted plants in October.

Enjoy up to 400% more flowers
Give your Coronilla extra flower power with 
our exclusive incredibloom® fertiliser 750g.

Please turn your card over and write the last 3 numbers from the signature strip.

CSV

Cardholder’s name                                                                                      Expiry Date              /             
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CLUES ACROSS
1 ‘- - - - Bitsy’, densely compact, dark 

green-leaved Hedera helix cultivar (4)helix

4 Hairy, blue-flowered bugloss 

Anchusa azurea ‘- - - - - - Royalist’ (6)

7 Small, scoop-shaped hand tool (6)

8 Cultivar name of extraordinary 

oenothera? (4)

9 Goddess whose looking glass is a 

name for Triodanis perfoliata (5)

11 - - - - - Wheatcroft, 20th-century 

Nottinghamshire rose grower (5)

12 Common name of Asian Pimpinella 

anisum, grown for its seeds (5)

14 Hottonia palustris or - - - - - violet, 

aquatic with finely-divided leaves (5)

17 Stratford river that shares its name 

with a procumbent ‘Poulmulti’ rose (4)

18 Family of often rare plants that 

includes the lady’s slipper (6)

20 Norfolk - - - - - - pine, tender 

conifer grown as a houseplant (6)

21 Fruit such as ‘Concorde’ or 

‘Doyenné du Comice’ (4)

CLUES DOWN
2 Characteristic number of petals on 

each flower of the trillium genus (5)

3 Conifer of the taxus genus bearing 

berries covered with red arils (3)

4 - - - - of the valley or Convallaria 

majalis with white spring bells (4)

5 Perennial angel’s fishing rods, 

having graceful arching stems (7)

6 Common name of Eurasian willow 

often coppiced for basketwork (5)

10 - - - - - - - anthemoides, gold and 

brown annual from S Africa (7)

13 ‘Ben - - - - -’, hyacinth, black 

currant and Britain’s highest peak (5)

15 Yellow-throated pink alstroemeria 

cultivar named for Eva Perón (5)

18 Colour of botanical term ‘aurea’ (4) 

19 - - - and saucer vine,  

Cobaea scandens (3)

AUGUST CROSSWORD SOLUTION
Across: 6 Pepper, 7 Arum, 8 Weed,  
9 Caltha, 10 Clary, 12 Sarah, 15 Quince,  
17 Rhus, 19 Heel, 20 Osprey. 
Down: 1 Hebe, 2 Spider, 3 Grace, 4 Gall,  
5 Cuphea, 11 Laurel, 13 Atropa, 14 Devon,  
16 Nile, 18 Ulex.
Find October answers in our December issue

CONGRATUAA LATIAA ONS TO OUR WINNERS!
August crossword: S Benstead, S Carpenter, 
Pam Gilbert, C Langmead and M Shillabeer 
each win a £20 Protek voucher.
August wordsearch: E Hastilow 
wins a £50 Hayloft voucher

PUZZLES & PRIZES
Test your gardening knowledge with our brain teasers this month!

YOUR GARDEN LIFE

Enter this month’s crossword and you 

could win this fabulous Pico Power 

Pressure Washer from Hozelock worth 

£149.99! Gardeners will love the new 
Pico Power Pressure Washer from 
Hozelock. Small yet mighty, the Pico 
Power Pressure Washer is compact but 
doesn’t compromise on power, so it’s ideal 
for jobs all round the house and garden. 
The carry and towing handles make it easy 
to manoeuvre and wheel as well as stow in 
the shed, garage or under the stairs. 

Hozelock’s Patio Cleaner can also be 
purchased with the Pico Power, which 
comes with a height adjustment dial as 
well as handles for vertical cleaning – 
perfect for those who want to clean 
both their decking and walls. 
Visit www.hozelock.com or call 0121 313 

1122 for product details and stockists

Prize crossword
Solve the clues and fill in the grid, then send it to us – you could win this

zz
Pico Power Pressure Washer from Hozelock! Entry form is overleaf 

WORTH
£149.99!
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Name ..............................................................

Address ..........................................................

..........................................................................

..........................................................................

Postcode.......................................................

Phone number..............................................

Email ..............................................................

Terms & conditions: Competitions are open to 

residents of the UK only, aged 18 years or over, 

except employees of Bauer Consumer Media Ltd, 

or anyone else professionally associated with the 

competitions. The decision of the judges is final 

and no correspondence will be entered into. 

The winners will be selected at random from the 

eligible entrants and notified within 30 days of 

the closing date. All prizes are non-transferable 

and there are no cash alternatives. The winners’ 

names can be obtained by writing to the editorial 

office. The Promoter is Bauer Consumer Media 

Ltd. The registered office of Bauer Consumer 

Media Ltd is: 1 Lincoln Court, Lincoln Road, 

Peterborough PE1 2RF. Registered No. 1176085. 

I have entered (please tick):

     Crossword

     Wordsearch

     C

     W

AUTUMN ART

AUTUMN BLISS

AUTUMN CHEER

AUTUMN DAY

AUTUMN ECHO

AUTUMN FIRE

AUTUMN GLOW

AUTUMN HAZE

AUTUMN JOY

AUTUMN KING

AUTUMN WINE

AUTUMNAL 

BLUE AUTUMN

COOL AUTUMN

EARLY AUTUMN

GOLD OF AUTUMN

LUNAR AUTUMN

YOUR GARDEN LIFE

WORDS TO FIND:

Wordsearch
Enter our wordsearch to win a £50 
Hayloft voucher. The words are all 
plant cultivars with ‘autumn’ in
their name. They may appear in 
any direction but you need to find 
them all for a chance to win. Please 
use the entry coupon below.

HOW TO ENTER
1. Please complete the crossword 

and/or wordsearch grid(s) 

2. Fill in this entry coupon 

3. Send the whole page to: October 

Puzzles, Garden Answers, Media House, 

Lynch Wood, Peterborough PE2 6EA.

Closing date is Thursday 12 October. 
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WIN A £50 VOUCHER FROM HAYLOFT PLANTS

Hayloft is a friendly 

mail order 

company offering 

gorgeous 

perennials, 

annuals, shrubs 

and trees. Sit back 
and relax while you
browse through 
its colourful 
catalogues, picking 
out favourite plants 
and discovering 
new ones.

Alternatively, 
search online at 
www.hayloft.co.uk

where you can 
choose from an even more extensive range 
of stunning blooms, perfect for a range of 
garden types and styles. 

Hand-packed and delivered fresh from 
Hayloft’s nursery in Worcestershire, you’re 
guaranteed top quality service with a 
personal touch. You’ll get to know the 
customer care team by name – they’re 
always happy to help with advice, queries 
and orders while upholding a no-quibble 
guarantee. Whether you’re a novice or an 
expert, you’re certain to find something 
rare, unusual and exciting. 

Call the Hayloft team on 01386 562999 or 
email customercare@hayloftplants.co.uk

l Winning vouchers are valid for one year, 

and can only be redeemed against an order 

from the Hayloft Plants catalogue or online. 

Vouchers can be used in payment 

or part-payment of goods, and cannot 

be exchanged for cash. 
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£50

Lobelia  

‘Fan Salmon’

Belamcanda

‘Freckle Face’

Delosperma 

‘Jewel of Desert’



Car insurance as individual as you are

*This off er is to beat your cheapest online car, van or motorbike insurance quote. The guarantee only applies to annual policies and to the basic policy price only. This off er 

excludes telephone quotati ons and only applies to permanent residents in the UK, excluding the Channel Islands. We reserve the right to request proof of, and validate, 

alternate quotes as well as proof of the informati on you provided to obtain the quotes (e.g. copy of driving licence or uti lity bill) before our guarantee is honoured.

mustard.co.uk is a trading name of Bauer Consumer Media Limited who are an appointed representati ve of Vast Visibility Limited who are authorised and regulated by the 

Financial Conduct Authority under fi rm reference number 566973.

cheaper car insurance,
and yes to our Cheapest Price Guarantee*

Compare car insurance quotes today and

see if you can get covered for less 

Say yes to...

mustard.co.uk or call 0330 022 7406
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Aquaplancton

Voted Home and Garden “Product of the Year”
Aquaplancton has been clearing ponds of blanket weed, 

duckweed, algae, green water, sludge, slime, odour and clogged 
filters, for over 20 years. People re-order time and time again 

which says a lot for this safe, natural remedy.

website www.aquaplancton.co.uk
Tel: 01298 214003

Pond Before Pond After

Wire Anchors on Concrete Posts & Easy Trellising

Quick & Easy Solution to fi x wires to concrete posts

No drilling - simply clamp 2 halves together

Three sizes to fi t most posts

Internal/External corners, End brackets, Pot Holders

Main stockist of Gripple Trellising System

FREE UK DELIVERY

Rivelin Glen Products
www.rivelinglenproducts.com
info@rivelinglenproducts.co.uk
Tel: 01246 851777

Wire Anchor

Wire Anchor 
Fitted with 

Gripple System

POSTFIX SLOTTED

CONCRETE FENCE

POST BRACKETS

NO DRILLING -
JUST CLAMP ON!

THE QUICKEST Way to Fix Garden Decor to Slotted Concrete and Solid Concrete Fence Posts

postfixbrackets.co.uk  Tel: 01268 560680

ROBINSON’S VEGETABLE SEEDS & PLANTS
TOP QUALITY NATURALLY GROWN

Tomatoes, Beans, Artichokes, Asparagus, Rhubarb, Chillies and 
much more. Plus our famous

MAMMOTH ONIONS & LEEKS
Write, phone or email for your free 2018 catalogue

W. Robinson & Son (Seeds & Plants) Ltd
SUNNY BANK, FORTON, PRESTON PR3 0BN

Tel. 01524 791210

Website www.mammothonion.co.uk   Email: info@mammothonion.co.uk Find us on 
facebook/mammothvegetables   Established & family owned since 1860

ROBINSON’S VEGETABLE SEEDS & PLANTS

Website www.mammothonion.co.uk Email: info@mammothonion.co.uk Find us on

Gardening Courses
Home-study

Website www.mammothonion.co.uk Email: info@mammothonion.co.uk Find us on

The Horticultural 

Correspondence 

College

Free info FREEPHONE 0800 083 9191 or 01409 220 777
Or email: info@hccollege.co.uk   www.hccollege.co.uk

The Horticultural 

Correspondence 

College

• For leisure or for a career
• Over 30 courses in Gardening, Garden Design, 

 Arboriculture, Forestry, Floristry and more
• Many courses prepare you for RHS or RFS/ABC quals.

Gardening Accessories

Garden Answers

Courses

Pond Care

Miscellanous

Catalogue Collection

BonaLane, Wisbech, Cambs PE135JQ 

Tel & Fax: 01945410471 

www.peritys.co.uk

Traditional Dutch light
timber glasshouses standard 
and bespoke made to order

P
E
3
1
8
2
8
9
L

Peritys 
(Glass House Makers) 

SPRING 
FLOWERING BULBS

Website www.mammothonion.co.uk Email: info@mammothonion.co.uk Find us on

Single Snowdrops   .  .  .  .  .  . £7 per 100
Double Snowdrops .  .  .  .  .  . £9 per 100
Crocus Mixed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . £9 per 100
Dwarf Iris  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . £9 per 100
Miniature Daffodils  .  .  .  .  . £8 per 50

(Tete a Tete)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . £11 per 100
(Minnow)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . £11 per 100
(Lobularis) Lent Lily   . £11 per 100

Fritillaria  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . £12 per 100 
Engling Bluebells  .  .  .  .  .  .  . £12 per 100

All bulbs top quality

CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED
P&P FREE, MAKE CHEQUES & 
POSTAL ORDERS PAYABLE TO 
ANGLIA BULBS, LORDS LANE, 
WISBECH, CAMBS, PE13 4TU . 

PHONE 01945 410966 

shop online www.twowests.co.uk

call 01246 451077 
for a catalogue

Two Wests & Elliott
(GA) Unit 4 Carrwood Road, Sheepbridge Ind Estate, 

Chesterfield, Derbyshire S41 9RH

Two Wests & Elliott
Quality Equipment 
for Greenhouse and Garden
Our massive range of products means you 
can buy everything you need from one place, including
Cold Frames • Cloches • Raised Beds • Planters 
Greenhouse Benching, Shelving, Seed Tray Racks
Pots •  Seed Trays •  Plug Trays 
Propagators • Thermostats  
Weed Burners •  Pest Control 
Plant Supports, Wires & Ties 
Heaters •  Insulation • Lighting 
Greenhouses • Polytunnels

YOUR INSTANT 

ALL-YEAR

ROUND GARDEN!
                     Four sheets of self adhesive
                vinyl will provide the ultimate    

             lazy gardeners solution.
12 designs to choose from

Call for details: 0161 703 8189 
Wheelie Bin Cover
Company Ltd.
Leigh Road. 
Manchester M28 1JX

www.wheelie-bin-covers.co.uk

WHEELIE 
BIN

COVERS

YOUR INSTANT

£14.99 P&Pdesign your own wheelie bin panel see website for details

GREENHOUSES
Factory Direct Prices

FREEPOST NAT13224, Cresswell, 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST11 9BR

Massive range
Nationwide 
delivery

For your FREE
Guide and brochure pack:

www.greenhousepeople.co.uk

0800 093 3298

Classic Flower 
Bulbs

Fill you garden with quality bulbs this 
autumn from Gardeners’ Favourites to 
the more Unusual Species & Varieties.

Email now for your catalogue to 
classicflowerbulbs@gmail.com

FANTASY FUCHSIAS:
Pot, basket or hardy. All named, all different,  

our choice. 12 for £16.00p, 24 for £28.25p, 36 for £39.85p, 
60 for £62.55p, 72 for £73.75p, 120 for £ 118.65p.

Send 2 first class stamps for catalogue. 
Fantasy Fuchsias, Dept GA, PO Box, 1LA, 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne NE99 1LA. 

Alpines

House Plants

Gardening AccessoriesGreenhouses

Bulbs

Greenhouses

Bin Covers

Call  

Gabriella 

on  

01733 

366499
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Please mention                       when responding to adverts

Miscellanous

2-Year
Guarantee

• Hand-made in Somerset

• Unique design

• Therapeutic

• No odour

For your dog or cat to benefi t from the
BEST BEAN BED AVAILABLE - CALL US!!

• Hand-made in Somerset

• Unique design
“It’s so 

simple, it’s 
brilliant”

HEDGING, TREES & SHRUBS 
INDEPENDENT TRIALS CONFIRM US AS THE BEST SUPPLIER. OVER A MILLION TOP QUALITY 

PLANTS GROWN ON OUR OWN 80 ACRE NURSERY. FURTHER DISCOUNTS FOR LARGER ORDERS.

• Unique design

CARRIAGE – FREE ON ORDERS OVER £60 INC VAT OTHERWISE £11.95 INC VAT EXCL.

(Scottish Highlands/Islands and items marked*)

ALL PRICES AND CHARGES INCLUDE VAT

HOPES GROVE NURSERIES, SMALLHYTHE ROAD, TENTERDEN, KENT, TN30 7LT

Tel: 01580 765600 Fax: 01580 766894

 Email: sales@hopesgrovenurseries.co.uk   Order online at: www.hopesgrovenurseries.co.uk

All enquiries and Credit/Debit card orders welcome. 

Office open 9-5 Mon-Fri. Sat 9-1. Closed Sunday

Our full colour brochure is FREE on request with over 400 photo’s. 

We stock a full range of HEDGING, TOPIARY, SHRUBS, CONIFERS, 

RHODODENDRONS AND GROUND COVER PLANTS.

Plant Per 10 Per 50
AMELANCHIER LAMARKII  60/80cm transplanted £19.00 £82.20
BEECH, GREEN 40/60cm bare root £7.80 £37.20
BEECH, GREEN 60/80cm bare root £10.70 £50.40
BEECH, GREEN 80/100cm bare root £17.30 £81.60
BEECH, GREEN 125/150cm feath. whips £39.50 £183.60
BEECH, GREEN 150/175cm feath. whips £69.40 £337.20
BEECH, PURPLE 40/60cm bare root £17.30 £81.60
BEECH, PURPLE 60/80cm bare root £27.50 £127.20
BEECH, PURPLE 80/100cm feath. whips £43.50 £208.80
BEECH, PURPLE 125/150cm feath. whips £74.90 £358.80
BERBERIS DARWINII 30/40cm in 1.6 litre pots £67.10 £317.40
BERBERIS,GREEN/ PURPLE 40/60cm bare root £17.30 £75.00
BLACKTHORN 60/80cm bare root £8.20 £37.20
BOX, COMMON 15/20cm transplanted £17.60 £82.80
BOX, COMMON 20/25cm transplanted £19.80 £93.60
BOX, COMMON 30/40cm transplanted £31.80 £153.60
BOX, COMMON 40/50cm transplanted £39.50 £187.20
BOX, DWARF 10/12cm in 9cm pots £27.50 £131.40
BOX, FAULKNER 30/40cm bare root £31.80 £153.60
COTONEASTER LACTEUS 60/80cm in 1.6 litre pots £57.50 £275.40
DOGWOOD RED STEMMED 60/100cm trans  £14.20 £61.20
ESCALLONIA, APPLE BLOSSOM  40/60cm potted £57.50 £275.40
ESCALLONIA RED 60/80cm in 1.6 litre pots £67.10 £317.40
GRISELINIA LITTORALIS 40/60cm 1 litre pots £52.70 £251.40
GRISELINIA LITTORALIS 60/80cm 2 litre pots £83.90 £395.40
HOLLY, GREEN  40/60cm in 9cm pots £39.50 £179.40
HOLLY, GREEN  80/100cm in 2 litre pots £92.30 £443.40
HORNBEAM 40/60cm bare root £7.80 £35.40
HORNBEAM 60/80cm bare root £10.20 £47.40
HORNBEAM 100/125cm bare root £25.50 £116.40
HORNBEAM 125/150cm feath. whips £39.00 £178.80
HORNBEAM 150/175cm feath. whips £67.80 £297.60
LAUREL, COMMON  40/60cm transplanted       £26.20 £124.80
LAUREL, COMMON  60/80cm transplanted        £35.90 £172.80
LAUREL, COMMON 120/150cm rootballed* £284.30 £1355.40
LAUREL, COMMON 150/175cm rootballed* £416.30 £1979.40
LAUREL, PORTUGAL 60/80cm in 2 litre pots  £79.10 £377.40

Plant Per 10 Per 50
LAUREL, PORTUGAL 100/120cm rootballed*          £284.30 £1355.40
LAUREL, PORTUGAL 175/200cm in 25 litre pots*  £659.90 £3149.40
LAVENDER, HIDCOTE 5/10cm in 11cm pots £33.50 £155.40
LAVENDER, HIDCOTE 8/12cm in 1.6 litre pots £45.50 £215.40
LAVENDER, MUNSTEAD 8/12cm in 1.6 litre pots £45.50 £215.40
LEYLANDII, GOLD/ GREEN 60/80cm in 1 litre pots £45.50 £215.40
LEYLANDII, GOLD/ GREEN 80/100cm in 2 litre pots £67.10 £317.40
LEYLANDII, GREEN 125/150cm 5 litre pots* £131.90 £629.40
LEYLANDII, GREEN 150/175cm in 5 litre pots* £159.50 £755.40
LEYLANDII, GREEN 175/200cm in 10 litre pots* £331.10 £1577.40
MIXED NATIVE HEDGING  40/60cm bare root - £27.60
MIXED NATIVE HEDGING 60/80cm bare root - £38.40
MIXED NATIVE HEDGING SPECIAL MIX 60/90cm b.r. - £54.60
MIXED NATIVE HEDGING SPECIAL MIX 90/120cm b.r. - £68.40
PHOTINIA RED ROBIN 60/80cm in 3 litre pots £92.30 £443.40
PHOTINIA RED ROBIN 100/120cm in 5 litre pots* £184.70 £881.40
PRIVET, GREEN 40/60cm bare root              £12.50 £54.60
PRIVET, GREEN 60/90cm bare root              £15.80 £68.40
PRIVET, GREEN 90/120cm bare root              £23.80 £110.40
PRIVET, GREEN 150/175cm in 10 litre pot*              £263.90 £1259.40
PRIVET, GREEN 175/200cm rootballed* £436.70 £2081.40
PRIVET, GOLDEN 60/90cm bare root       £44.20 £192.60
PYRACANTHA IN VARIETY 60/90cm in 1.6 litre pots £69.50 £335.40
QUICKTHORN (HAWTHORN) 40/60cm bare root £6.30 £27.00
QUICKTHORN (HAWTHORN) 60/80cm bare root £7.80 £33.60
QUICKTHORN (HAWTHORN) 60/90cm bare root £9.20 £40.80
QUICKTHORN (HAWTHORN) 90/120cm bare root £11.90 £52.80
QUICKTHORN (HAWTHORN) 125/150cm bare root £21.90 £94.80
ROSE RUGOSA RED OR WHITE 60/90cm transplanted £13.00 £57.60
THUJA PLICATA ATROVIRENS 60/80cm in 2 litre pots £52.70 £251.40
THUJA PLICATA ATROVIRENS 120/150cm 10 litre pots* £225.50 £1073.40
THUJA PLICATA ATROVIRENS 175/200cm rootballed* £383.90 £1829.40
YEW, ENGLISH 30/40cm transplanted £28.60 £135.60
YEW, ENGLISH 40/60cm transplanted £33.00 £158.40
YEW, ENGLISH 60/80cm transplanted £54.80 £250.80
YEW, ENGLISH 100/125cm rootballed* £304.70 £1451.40
YEW, ENGLISH 150/175cm rootballed* £737.90 £3527.40

WWW.EUROBULBS.CO.UK

• Unique design

Eurobulbs UK Ltd, 314 Smeeth Road  
Marshland St James, Wisbech, Cambs PE14 8EP 

Tel: 01945 430009 • Fax: 01945 430303 • Email: info@eurobulbs.co.uk

ALL MAJOR CARDS EXCEPTED

MANY MORE VARIETIES ON OUR WEBSITE
All bulbs are flowering size including the free ones

Delivery is just £3.50 UK mainland only. Other destinations please telephone
We now send to many different countries

Cheque or card payments please with orders. Please include telephone number

TOP QUALITY BULBS FOR SPRING FLOWERING

10 FREE PLICATUS WARHAM SNOWDROP 

WITH EVERY £50 SPENT ON BULBS/PLANTS

25 50 100 500 1000

Single Snowdrops  £5  £8  £35 £60

Double Snowdrops  £8.50  £14  £65 £110

Elwesii Snowdrops  £15  £28

Leucojum Aestivum( Snowflake)  £18

Leucojum Gravetye Giant (Snowflake)  £25

Hyamalis ( Winter Aconite)  £8.50  £14  £65 £110

Cultivated English Bluebells (Non Scripta)  £7.50  £13  £60 £115

LARGE FLOWERING CROCUS separate colours or mixed

BLUE – WHITE – STRIPED – YELLOW – PURPLE – MIX   £4  £8  £35

SPECIE CROCUS

Dutch Mixed  £3.50 £7  £22.50

Whitewell Purple (Tommasinianuas)  £3.50  £7 £22.50

Ruby Giant (Tommasinianuas)  £3.50  £7  £22.50

Fritillaria Meleagris  £9 £17

Narcissus Tete e Tete  £2.50  £4 £8 £30

Narcissus Thalia  £5  £9.50 £18 £75

Narcissus Hawera  £3  £5.75  £10

Narcissus Baby Moon  £3.50  £6.50  £12.50

Narcissus Rip Van Winkle  £3.50  £6.50  £12.50

Narcissus sun Disc  £3.50  £6.50  £12.50

Narcissus Tweety Bird (new this season)  £3.50  £6.50  £12.50

Narcissus Pseudo Lobularis (lent Lily)  £15  £28

Narcissus Pheasants Eye  £15  £28

CYCLAMEN IN 9CM POTS     £5.80 FOR 3 POTS      £16.50 FOR 9 POTS  ALL ONE VARIETY
COUM    Mixed Pink      White    Silverleaf     Rubrum

HEDRIFOLIUM     Mix Pink     White     Silverleaf
HELLEBORUS IN 9 CM POTS    £5.80 PER 3 POTS    £16.50 PER 9 POTS  ALL ONE VARIETY

Niger      Orientalis      Lady Series

Scilla Siberica (bright Blue)  £2.25  £4  £7

Scilla Siberica (White)  £2.25  £4 £7

Chinodoxa Forbesi  £2.25  £4 £7

Chinodoxa Lucilae White  £2.25  £4 £7

GROWERS OF TOP QUALITY BULBS FOR SPRING FLOWERING

10 FREE PLICATUS WARHAM SNOWDROP

WITH EVERY £50 SPENT ON BULBS AND PLANTS
25 50 100 500 1000 

Single Snowdrop £5.00 £8.00 £35.00 £60.00 

Double Snowdrop £8.50 £14.00 £65.00 £110.00 

Elwesii Snowdrop £17.00 £28.00 

Plicatus Warham Snowdrop £20 per 10 

Aconite Hyamalis ( winter aconite) £8.50 £14.00 £65.00 £120.00 

English Bluebells £7.50 £13.00 £60.00 £115.00 

Anemone Blanda Mix Shades £4.00 £7.00 

Large Flowering Crocus mix £4.50 £8.50 £37.50 

Anemone Blanda Mix Shades £4.00 £7.00 £13.00 

Chiniodoxa (Glory of the Snow ) £4.00 £7.00 

Chiniodoxa (Glory of the Snow )White £4.00 £7.00 

Ornithagalum Nutans (Star of Bethlehem) £4.00 £7.50 

Muscari Armenicum ( Grape Hyacith ) £4.50 £8.00 

Garden Tulips  Mix colour £6.00 £12.00 

Scilla Siberica Blue £4.00 £7.00 

Narcissus Tete e Tete £4.50  £8.00  

Narcissus Thalia £9.50  £18.00  

Narciccus Little gem £6.50  £12.50 

Narcissus Baby Moon £6.50  £12.50 

Narcissus Hawera £6.50  £12.50 

Narcissus Sun Disc £6.50  £12.50 

Narcissus Little Oliver £6.50  £12.50 

Narcissus Pseudo Lobularis ( Lent Lily)  £15.00 £28.00 

CYCLAMEN SOLD IN 9CM POTS     £6.10 PER 3     £17.80 PER 9     Per Same Variety

Coum Mixed Pink          Coum Alba          Coum Silverleaf

Hedrifolium Pink          Hedrifolium Alba          Hedrifolium Silverleaf

HELLEBOROUS  SOLD IN 9CM POTS     £6.25 per 3     18.10 per 9     Per Same Variety

Niger          Orientalis          Lady Series

Erythronium White Beauty £17.50 per 10 

Erythronium Pagoda £12 per 10 

MANY MORE VARIETIES AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE.

All bulbs are fl owering size including FREE ones.

Delivery is just £3.50 uk mainland only. Highlands and Islands £15.00

Cheque or card payments please with orders 

Eurobulbs UK ltd, 314, Smeeth Road

 Marshland St James, Wisbech, Cambs PE14 8EP 

Tel: 01945 430009 ● Fax 430303 ● Email info@eurobulbs.co.uk

ALL MAJOR DEBIT AND CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Hedging, Trees & ShrubsCatalogue Collection
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TWISTED IDEAS Contorted hazel (above left) isn’t one of  Helen’s favourites

Arisaema: not 

everyone’s cup 

of tea

Not every plant is a fragrant beauty. 
Helen Billiald shares her pet hates

GARDEN VIEW

E
very job has its awkward 
moments, and the role of garden 
journalist is no bed of roses. How 
for instance do you write a fair

account of a plant you don’t like? 
If you choose to be tactful are you lying to 

your readers, and if you air your prejudices 
are you being unjust? Can anyone delve 
beneath the layers of preconceptions and 
bias we all harbour, and come out with 
anything approaching the impartial? For
all these concerns, I stand by the fact that 
some plants are just plain 
hard to love.

There are those whose 
season is too brief, and 
whose burden for the rest 
of the year is too great.
Winter honeysuckle 
Lonicera purpusii is a champion at this. 
It charms us with its fragrance every 
January,  but I’m yet to be persuaded to 
devote room in my garden for such an 
otherwise forgettable shrub. 

There’s a moment when the twirling 
stems of corkscrew hazel appear quite 
ravishing, highlighted in sparkling frost 
and supported by an understorey of 
snowdrops. Unfortunately I’ve only ever 
seen this in books. I have, however, often 
encountered the plant in leaf and reckon it 
looks unwell for most of the year.

Bonkers breeding
Some plants may naturally lack charm, 
but others, the poor things, have ugliness 
thrust upon them. Here I’m talking about 
those plant breeders who pursue a single 
trait at the expense of creating a well-
rounded individual. Most often, its a case of  
plate-sized blooms being shoehorned onto 
dumpy structure. It doesn’t matter whether 
this is on a dahlia, a marigold, a begonia, an
antirrhinum… the result still makes my 
toes curl. 

Not that we as gardeners are above 
reproach. Sometimes our own actions can
turn a good-looking plant into a monster. 
A handsome flowered helenium will still 

look a mess if we expose its 
bare legs at the front of a 
border. Unsympathetic 
pruning can likewise 
transform a swan into a 
duckling – a reverse 
metamorphosis 
if you will. 

Equally, an underfed, 
stressed and yellowing 
plant is a different creature 
from a radiant, richly cared 

for one. 
I’ve often been 
tempted to put a tatty, 
wind-scorched and 
undernourished 
phormium, heuchera 
or black ophiopogon 

grass out of its misery. 
Here in the UK, our temperate climate 

can do dreadful things to plants from 
Mediterranean shores or tropical climes. 
Having lived with flourishing lemon trees 
in Australia I can no longer bring myself to 

torture them in the UK. 
The number of ‘why is 

my lemon tree dying?’ 
enquiries I used to 
receive each British 
winter was enough 
to break any plant 
lover’s heart.

In the interests of 
fairness I have at times 

tried to weigh up and 
explain my prejudices – why 

for instance I loathe a dwarf 
spreading juniper, yet admire lithops 

(which looks a bit like a plate of dog paws). 
But I realise there is no way to rationalise  
why arisaema (pictured inset) make me 
nauseous, yet the lemony scent of Magnolia 
grandiflora makes my heart leap like a 
hare. I’m afraid I’m only human.

l Helen Billiald is a garden writer 

with a PhD in Ecology and an MSc 

in Pest Management. She apologises for 

any offence caused to arisaema fans

“Some plants  
are hard to love”

“Some poor plants 
have ugliness  
thrust upon them”



CREDIT CARD ORDERLINE: 0844 7010055 - Quote Ref GN0205
Calls cost 5p per minute, plus your phone company’s access charge

Pest Off 
Bird Feeder
Not just 100% squirrel proof

ALSO PEST PROOF

PORT OPEN PORT CLOSED

INDIVIDUALLY SPRING LOADED

Order online & view other great products at

www.homgar.com

Anti rust
stainless

steel plates
prevent

squirrels
from

gnawing
into the
feeder.

Secondary baffle feature
protects birds and seed from
elements and also prevents
squirrels sliding down the feed
tube to access the food ports

Delivering only unique & innovative products directly to your door

Designed in the UK

GREAT VALUE

£24
.99£24
.99
PLUS P&P

BUY TWO FOR
£44.99

PATENT
PENDING

GUARANTEED

TM

• INDIVIDUALLY spring loaded feeding
ports only let the songbirds feed,
not pests as these are too heavy
and will close the feeding port.

• AUTOMATICALLY pest proof
straight out of the box - No setting
or spring calibration to adjust - 
So simple to use.

• VERY LARGE CAPACITY and so easy 
to cll, simply open the lid..

• WEATHER PROOF - No more seed
clogging. Woodpecker friendly 
and also baby squirrel proof!

• THREE VERSIONS of PestOff bird
feeders available to suit all
different seed types.

• EASY TO CLEAN - simply 'clicks'
apart, no bolts to remove and
replace.

NEW

HOMGAR GUARANTEE If you are not completely satisfied with your purchase return within 7 days
for a full refund of purchase price. Goods despatched within 4 days receipt of order.

Please order from our website at WWW.HOMGAR.COM or return the coupon using our
free post service to: Homgar, FREEPOST LON 12290, Borehamwood, WD6 1BR.

B CA 

Post to: Homgar, FREEPOST LON 12290, Borehamwood, WD6 1BR.
Please send me the following:  Please allow 4 days for delivery

I enclose cheque (payable to Homgar)

for £                        or charge my Mastercard/Visa/Maestro/Switch Card account

Card No                                                                                                                                              

Security Code (last 3 digits) /     /     Expiry Date       /      Issue No (Switch/Maestro)

Name                                              Signature                                                                                                   

Address                                                                                                                                     

Post Code                                            Email Address                                                               

Tel No                                                                           

Item                                                   Price              Qty          Total

1 x RoamwildTM Pest Off Bird Feeder             £24.99

2 x RoamwildTM Pest Off Bird Feeders          £44.99

Please add £4.99 postage to complete order                              £4.99

                                                                  Grand Total £TICK TYPE REQUIRED          A           B           C

The Metal seed
tube lid also
acts as a large
baffle to
prevent aerial
attacks from
squirrels.

Large
capacity
seed tube

Keeps Seed Dry

Bird seed 
not included.

GA0917

CREDIT CARD ORDERLINE: 0844 7010055 - Quote Ref GA0917



3 EASY WAYS TO ORDER NOW!
1 Visit YouGarden.com/GA115

2 Phone 0844 6 569 569
 Calls cost 5p per min plus your network’s access charge. 

3 By post using coupon below
Offer GA115, YouGarden, PO Box 637, Wetherby Road, York YO26 0DQ
Offer available while stocks last. © YouGarden Ltd 2017

USE CODE 

GA115

Voted by professional gardeners as THE 
best-ever trailing pansy, ‘Cool Wave’ will 
fl ower profusely from late-autumn right 
through to June – even fl owering again 
in autumn next year!
The colour selection of blooms is vast and best 
of all, they keep on coming in ‘waves’ for up to 
9 months each year! Completely hardy, it will 
withstand even the worst British winter, cascading 
over the sides of hanging baskets and planters 
and providing a splash of zingy colour almost 
all year round! Smothered in big, traditional 
pansy fl owers, this vigorous trailer is set to make 
its mark on gardens everywhere – a real breeding 
breakthrough for supreme performance in your 
hanging baskets. Trails to 40cm.

Vibrant Colour For 9 
Whole Months Of The 
Year – Even In Winter!

Trailing Pansy ‘Cool Wave’ Improved
Item 400262 – 24 Jumbo Plugs – JUST £14.99

BUY 12 GET 12 FREE! • SAVE £14.99!

EXTRA BONUS OFFER

JUST £9.99 – 
SAVE £5.00!

Pansy ‘Frizzle Sizzle’ Mix
12 Jumbo Plugs
An exquisite mix of multi-
layered, frilly and fragrant 
fl owers! They’ll brighten beds 
and borders with a blaze of 
vibrant colour right through 
autumn, winter and spring. 
Totally winter hardy and easy to 
grow. Height 20-30cm.
Item Code 400372

  9 MONTHS OF COLOUR –  
October through to June 2018!

   Totally hardy… survives
even the worst of
British winter!

  THE Hanging Basket
Pansy... cascading
waves of colour

  Beautiful blooms with
vast colour selection

  Buy 12 Get 12 FREE!
Save £14.99

BUY 12 GET 12 FREE! 
Hardy Pansy ‘Cool Wave’ – Voted

‘THE BEST’ Trailing Pansy by The Pro’s! SAVE £14.99!

14£
.99

12 JUMBO PLUGS
PLUS 12 FREE!

+P&P

TOTALLY
WINTER
HARDY

— AD CODE —

GA115

YOUR PAYMENT DETAILS
I enclose a cheque/Postal Order payable
to YouGarden (name & address on back) for £
Or charge my Visa / Mastercard / Maestro card
Card No.

Start Date Expiry Date Issue No. Security Code

YOUR DELIVERY DETAILS

Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss  Initial 

Surname

Address

Postcode

Email

Tel
 Please tick here if you would prefer not to receive offers other than from us. 
 Yes, I would like to sign-up to the FREE YouGarden Newsletter. 

© YouGarden Limited 2017.

1  If you’re not totally happy with your order, return 
it within 30 days and we’ll replace or refund in full.

2  Should any hardy plants fail to thrive thereafter,
we’ll replace free of charge.
You just pay the P&P.
Peter McDermott,
Head Gardener

My DOUBLE GUARANTEE to you!

Dispatched within 7 days. Delivery to UK only and a £6.00 surcharge will apply to the following postcode 
areas: AB, BT, DD8-11, GY, HS, IM, IV, JE, KA27-28, KW, PA20-80, PH19-50, TR21-25 & ZE. Offer subject 
to availability and in the event that this offer is oversubscribed, we reserve the right to send suitable 
substitutes. Images show mature plants. See website for full product details and T&Cs. © YouGarden 
Limited 2017.  [ ] Yes, I’d like to sign-up to the FREE YouGarden Newsletter. [  ] Please tick here if you 
would prefer not to receive offers other than from us.

YOUR ORDER DETAILS
 Item Description Price Qty Subtotal

400262
Pansy ‘Cool Wave’ Improved Mix BUY 12 GET 12 FREE!

   24 Jumbo Plugs SAVE £14.99! 
£14.99

 400372 Pansy ‘Frizzle Sizzle’ Mix - 12 Jumbo Plugs SAVE £5.00! £9.99

400378
Polyanthus ‘Crescendo’ Mix - 12 Jumbo Plugs 

£9.99
  Buy 2 Packs for £16.98 -  SAVE £3.00! 

 100062 Blooming Fast Superior Soluble Fertiliser - SAVE £2.00! £7.99
 120034 3 Windowsill Propagator Trays (room for 90 plants) £9.99
  JOIN THE YOUGARDEN CLUB TODAY!
 820001 SAVE 10% on EVERY ITEM you order!  £5.00

Was £20 - NOW 75% OFF... SAVING £15.00! 

  Deduct 10% (10p in every £1) if you joined the YouGarden Club
Add PP&I £5.99
TOTAL

 ORDER
 VALUE


