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From a welcoming Tudor 
barn conversion to a colourful  

17th-century farmhouse by the sea

TAKE A  
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RUDYARD 
KIPLING’S 

FAMILY  
HOME

DECORATING IDEAS INFLUENCED  
BY THE VICTORIAN EXPLORERS
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A vintage
adventure

OUTDOOR 
SPECIAL

Stylish garden chairs
Traditional 

conservatories 
Practical patio 

furniture

PLUS  
Antiques, 
auctions,
salvage  
and more

 Spring  
shopping  
Meadow-inspired gems 
Pretty picnic accessories

homes
wonderful

An Arts and Crafts  
garden filled with 
reclaimed finds



Finally! 
20 new excuses 
for redecorating

Never before has decorating been so easy! 
Our new VELUX Roman blinds collection allows 
you to change the look of your room in no time.

Choose between many new, soft and beautiful 
fabrics no matter whether you prefer dim-out, 
transparent fabrics or something in between.

And since changing is so quick and easy – please 
change your mind all you like!

Check out the entire new collection at 
veluxshop.co.uk
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With great functionality 
and beautiful styling, 
Velux blinds are 
designed to control 
light and heat in a 

room, as well as look great. From the 
operation of the blind itself to the choice 
of fabrics and materials, you’ll be spoilt 
for choice for your window treatment. 
Here are some of the options available:
Blackout blinds With a reflective back 
coating, these blinds integrate into any 
Velux roof window for a tight, lightproof 
seal that will ensure a good night’s sleep  
or peaceful daytime nap.
Duo blackout blinds A blackout blind  
and pleated blind in one, the duo option 
provides total blackout as well as softly 
diffused daylight.
Blackout energy blinds These pleated 
blinds offer total blackout and insulation 
properties of up to 26 per cent.
Roman blinds Explore the infinite 
potential of beautiful fabrics and be 
inspired by the soft styling effects that 
make this collection refined and original.
Roller blinds These blinds are ideal  
for rooms where you want basic privacy, 
such as a bathroom, and have the ability  
to diffuse incoming natural light.
Flying pleated blinds Create original, 
colourful light effects in a room to 

Whether your home has Velux windows or you’re thinking  
of introducing them, take a look at the treatments on offer

complement your roof scheme with  
this flexible blind design.
Awning blinds These are external  
blinds best suited to offering heat 
protection from the sun’s rays before  
they hit your windowpane.
Roller shutters Offering additional sound 
insulation against rain and hail, these 
external shutters keep out light, prevent 
overheating and provide extra security 
for your windows.
Children’s blinds The new Star Wars  
and Velux Galactic Night collection is 
available in four designs, and the Disney 
and Velux Dream collection comes in 12 
designs, from Mickey and Minnie Mouse 
to Planes and Winnie the Pooh. Each is 
easy to install, made without harmful 
chemicals and designed to create optimal 
sleeping conditions thanks to its blackout 
design. Velux offers free delivery on all 
blinds, as well as a three-year guarantee. 
To view the full range, order online, or 
discover which blinds can be manually, 
electronically or solar powered, visit 
veluxshop.co.uk.  

Perfect blinds to make  
a stylish focal point

STATEMENT 
COLOUR 
Right Electric 
blackout blinds  
in Orange 4564, 
from £220.80

CALM COLOURS
Above Duo 
blackout blinds in 
Light Blue/White 
4571, from £98.40

ELEGANT STYLE
Right Roman blinds  
in White 6500,  
from £91.20

BLACKOUT 
OPTION
Left Manually 
operated blackout 
blinds in Black  
3009, from £72

Advertorial





RACHEL WATSON, EDITOR
@RachelWatson_PL

Reading Ian Rock’s piece this month on 
structural movement (page 151) reminded 
me of the adage ‘be careful what you wish 

for…’ About seven years ago I purchased a wisteria, after being inspired 
– if not slightly obsessed – by the porticoes, porches and doorways 
of other period properties, which showed o�  the plant’s 
beautiful combination of deep green feathery foliage and 
fragrant mauve blooms – I wanted that look, too.

I dutifully planted and cared for my wisteria and, three 
years later, it produced the heavenly scented   owers I was 
waiting for. However, the spirited plant was also growing at a 

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP  Follow Ian Rock’s advice 
on how to tackle structural movement, page 151; 
meadow-inspired buys, page 17; get the look of 
our readers’ eclectic homes, page 91; the best in 
conservatories, including stylish fl ooring, page 127; 
channel overseas adventure in your décor, page 32

Editor’s Letter

Welc�me

rate of knots, and it was around 
this time that I noticed a rather 
large crack in my living room 
cornice… Further inspection 
from a surveyor diagnosed 
subsidence due to the lethal 
combination of sticky clay soil 
and a vigorous climber with big 
roots! With hindsight I should 
have done my research before 
rushing to beautify my doorway.

A year of monitoring and a 
costly insurance claim later, 
and the wisteria is gone, my 
entrance has lost its kerb 
appeal, but at least I don’t have 
subsidence – or the hassle of 
sweeping up the leaves!

SUBSCRIBE
to Period Living today and receive Period Living today and receive Period Living
12 issues for £36 – see page 100

 Look out 
for next month’s 
issue for how to 
enter this year’s 
Readers’ Homes 

Awards
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PROMOTIONAL  SALE 
SAVE £8000 

The classical handmade to order kitchen furniture 

above is reduced from £19,000 to just £11,000

for immediate ex-factory orders

for your builder/carpenter/fitter to fit

Over 25,000 satisfied customers

Dealer and trade accounts available

A great brand at a bargain trade price

Free planning and fitting advice

“Happy shopping”

G&C 162

West London/ Surrey   01932 779677

Norfolk Factory HQ 01328 821882

Wisbech factory No 2  01945 700100

York sh i r e outlet 01765 650434

O u t  o f  h o u r s 07930 338444

KITCHEN FURNITURE

DESIGNERS & MANUFACTURERS

(for over 35 years since 1980)



NOTHING SIMILAR
IS QUITE THE SAME

www.jim-lawrence.co.uk

Call: 01473 826940

Visit our showroom in Hadleigh, Suffolk

Call

01473 826940
for a free 
Brochure
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 THIS MONTH’S COVER FEATURES

CONTENTS   
DECORATING & SHOPPING
11 Shortlist

The latest interiors o� erings chosen by the editor 

17    Boutique
Bring the essence of an English meadow inside with 
nature-inspired homeware, plus pretty picnic pieces 

32    World traveller
Mix animal prints, leather and dark wood with old maps 
to capture the exotic spirit of a global adventure at home

ANTIQUES & VINTAGE
21   Past to present  

The latest happenings and events in the antique, 
vintage and art worlds 

25   The cool, calm collector  
Marc Allum speculates on the key to antique buying 

178 My vintage world  
Sunbeam Jackie’s Katy Napier shares her treasures

REAL HOMES 
42   Home from home  

Val and Norman Rennie have lovingly renovated an 
old stone cottage into a characterful country escape

May

Co
ve

r p
ho

tog
ra

ph
 DA

N D
UC

HA
RS

52   The old dairy   
A Grade II-listed, 16th-century barn and adjoining 
Victorian dairy were carefully converted over three years 
to create the perfect home for Karen Price and her family 

63   New country charm  
Set in their ideal location, the Smithson family’s former 
farmworker’s cottage is a delightful mix of old and new

74   Colours of the sea   
Close to the Devon coast, the Grade II-listed home of 
Christie and Peter Gavin is awash with vibrant colour, 
traditional pieces and cherished artworks 

85   Northern brights  
By combining and converting an old Swedish farmhouse, 
barn and tractor shed, Katti Grönstedt has created a 
light-fi lled home dotted with vintage fi nds

GARDENS 

93 Flowers o’ the season 
To mark the 400th anniversary of Shakespeare’s death, we 
take a tour of the gardens at Anne Hathaway’s Cottage 

103 On the grapevine
Garden news, products and advice

107   Relaxed charm  
Landscape architect Marian Boswall has created a calming, 
fl owing outdoor space with an Arts and Crafts feel

85

52
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RENOVATION & 
PROPERTY
124 Property  

know-how   
The latest renovation 
products and  
step-by-step  
advice, plus  
Douglas Kent  
answers your queries on  
pointing and energy efficiency 

149   Reclaim & reuse   
We trawl for treasure at the salvage yards

151 Structural movement   
While wonky walls are often a charming feature, they  
can also indicate serious structural problems in a period 
home. Property expert Ian Rock discusses the causes  
of subsidence and offers advice on how to tackle it

REGULARS
100 Subscription offer 

Receive Period Living for just £3 per issue  
when you subscribe today

157 Stockists  
Where to find all the products featured in the  
May issue of Period Living

117   Sitting pretty   
Take the weight off your gardening feet and relax  
in one of these stylish chairs

FEATURES
26 Turn of the centuries   

Carefully crafted in a former railway building, Paul 
Young’s decorative and domestic ceramics are a modern 
and playful take on 18th-century Staffordshire ware 

118   Out & about   
Glimpse into the world of literary legend Rudyard Kipling 
with a visit to Bateman’s, his home for over 30 years 

HOME ESSENTIALS  
127   Rooms with a view    

Maximise living space and blur the boundary between 
outdoors and in with a classic conservatory or orangery 

137 In the frame   
Robust, eco-friendly and full of character, oak-frame 
structures are an attractive option for those looking to 
extend a period property. We share our favourite designs

143   10 of the best garden sets   
With the season for alfresco dining soon to be upon us,  
be inspired to update your garden furniture with Karen 
Bray’s round-up of the latest and most beautiful ranges

107

26

137

32

51

73
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News

May shortlist
The editor’s pick of the latest interiors o erings, from statement furniture 
and wallpapers to pretty printed homeware and quirky accessories 

RETRO REVIVAL
BHS’s new dining collection harks 
back to yesteryear with nostalgic 
fl oral designs. Choose from 
handpainted mugs, canisters, 
plates and platters to re-create 
this charming kitchen-table look. 
A few blooms and a bright orange 
pendant add 1970s fl ourishes.  

Sweet Nostalgia handpainted tableware, 
from £6 for a stoneware mug; orange 
Brenne diner ceiling light, H26xDia.44cm, 
BHS (0344 411 6000; bhs.co.uk)
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Made from high-quality 
bone china, Dorma’s 
brand new Cambridge 
tableware features 
ornate detailing and 
pretty shapes – perfect 
for adding an elegant 
touch to dinner parties. 
It’s brilliantly affordable. 
too, so you can invest  
in the whole set.

TABLE TALK
Reach for the stars
Influenced by the Golden Age of Hollywood 
and Art Deco style, the stunning Stardust 
sofa, by Nika Zupanc for Sé London, has 
a sleek, curvaceous design. The frame is 
made from powder-coated steel and can 
be upholstered in a choice of fabrics, shown 
in Zebra Silver Blue. H90xW225xD90cm, 
£7,450. (020 7627 4282; se-london.com) 

Sleek new website mapiful.com allows you 
to create a poster map of anywhere you like  
in the world, from a favourite city to your 
own neighbourhood, as a thoughtful gift  
or personal addition to the home. The site 
launched last year in Sweden and now ships 
worldwide free of charge. Priced from £40,  
the posters are printed within 24 hours.

Web watch

WILDEST DREAMS
Refreshing the bedroom is a spring tradition, 
and Bedeck’s new 1951 bedlinen range offers 
the perfect excuse. Inspired by global travel, the 
designs combine ethnic style with fresh colours 
– from Mediterranean to oriental and safari. 
Shown is Alie, which costs from £85 for a single 
duvet cover. (0333 200 7331; bedeckhome.com)

Cambridge bone china dinner 
collection, from £4.99 for an 
espresso cup and saucer; £69.99 
for a 12-piece set, Dorma at Dunelm 
(0345 165 6565; dunelm.com) 
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TALENT SPOT

Sian Zeng, 
wallpaper and 
homeware 
designer 

Originally born in China, London-based designer Sian Zeng has also lived 
in Hungary, and her imaginative wallpapers are mostly influenced by 
her travels, but with a whimsical fairy-tale quality. Shown is her exotic 
Summer Tropical Bloom design, which features carefully drawn flowers 
and jewel-tone beetles on a dense backdrop of tropical forest – it costs 
£32 per metre. Sian’s latest innovation is magnetic wallpaper, which is 
brilliant fun for nurseries or kids’ rooms. (020 8691 7770; sianzeng.com)

Inspired by the vibrant colours and strong brushstrokes 
of the 20th-century Fauvist art movement, Harlequin’s 
Fauvisimo fabric collection has arrived just in time 
for summer. Ideal for drapes and upholstery, the 
range features painterly floral designs – think blowsy 
peonies, foxgloves, tulips and sprays of blossom –  
to bring the British summer garden into your home. 
From £46 per m. (0845 123 6815; harlequin.uk.com)

BOLD EXPRESSION

Nothing lifts the spirits quite 
like a fresh floral fragrance, 
and Designers Guild’s three-
wick Gardenia candle hits all 
the right notes with neroli, 
gardenia and jasmine, boosted 
with traces of lemon. Priced 
£42 at Brewers Home. (01323 
436180; brewershome.co.uk)

WHAT’S  
THE BUZZ
Newgate’s fantastic 
wildlife-themed 
Museum clocks 
feature either a 
monochrome  
bee design (right) 
or a pastel blue 
rabbit print.  
They’re available  
as both a wooden 
wall clock, 
Dia.40cm, £40,  
and a mini mantel 
design, H17x 
W13cm, £25. 
(01691 679994; 
newgateclocks.com)

News
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EYE ON DESIGN
Sophie Allport, the celebrated 
British homeware designer,  
chats about her inspirations

HOW DID YOUR COMPANY COME ABOUT?
After university I moved to London and worked as a freelance 
illustrator for a number of years. My brother Jem and I had always 
dreamed of running our own business and, in 2007, Sophie Allport 
Limited was born. As a qualified chartered accountant, Jem has 
supplied the business acumen and the drive to expand sourcing 
and sales for the business, leaving me free to focus on design and 
product development.
 
WHAT INSPIRES YOU ON A DAILY BASIS?
I am continually influenced by nature, the countryside and the 
changing of the seasons – and, also, my three young boys.
 
WHICH COLLECTION IS YOUR FAVOURITE?
I always love my latest design so it has to be Horses at the moment. 
The pattern was inspired by my first pony, Velvet, and is available on 
accessories from lampshades to lunchbags. I loved riding as a child 
and have very fond memories of Velvet trotting me over little jumps.

Thornback & Peel’s 
fresh new Pea Pod 
textile range features 
rows of the vegetable  
in a 1960s-inspired 
herringbone pattern. It 
sits perfectly alongside 
the brand’s other 
quintessentially British 
prints, which include 
Jelly & Cake and Rabbit 
& Cabbage. This cotton 
apron costs £24. (020 
7831 2878; thornback 
andpeel.co.uk)  

GET  
YOUR  
GREENS

GREAT SHAKES
Marking the 400th anniversary of Shakespeare’s 
death, the Royal Shakespeare Company is hosting a 
range of celebratory events across the country this 
year, starting on 23 April. In Stratford-upon-Avon, 
a film festival, live music and workshops will all be 
taking place, culminating in a fantastic firework 
display. Be sure to check out the RSC Shop, where 
souvenirs include a pretty Kaffe Fassett range inspired 
by flowers named in Shakespeare’s plays; designs 
include this tray, £19.99, and mug, £8.99. (rsc.org.uk)

Lampshade, from £37; 
notice board, £29; mug, 
from £10; notebook, £8; 
pencil case, £8.50 (01778 
560256; sophieallport.com)



ALBION
Handmade bathrooms directly from our factory

Request your brochure on: 01255 831605 or go to: www.albionbathco.com

What makes an Albion bath unique?
Our exclusive Iso Enamel material creates a difference you can feel....
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Bring the romance of a British meadow  
into your home with these floral finds

INTO THEwıld

Coronation Meadows spray dinner plate, £17, Burleigh 

Summer Meadow 
paper bunting, 
£4.95 for 5m, 
Dotcomgiftshop

Meadow Grasses 
embroidered 
linen lampshade*, 
Dia.40cm, £240, 
Lara Sparks 
Embroidery  
at Not on the 
High Street

Boutique

Mixed Meadow 
silk flower 
arrangement, 
£29, Bloom

Jocelyn armchair in 
Phoebe Multi linen-

mix fabric, H90x 
W63xD81cm, £499, 

Marks & Spencer

Wild Meadow 
tea tray, £8, 
Laura Ashley

Contemporary 
Restyled Cow 

Parsley wallpaper in 
 95/9049, £72 per 

roll, Cole & Son

For suppliers’ details, turn to stockists page

Cow Parsley  
Hedgerow velvet  

cushion, £115,  
Bryony & Bloom
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Grab a blanket and head outdoors with this 
colourful collection of pretty picnicware
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I Love Retro Eclectic 
16-piece mix-and- 
match cutlery set, £39, 
Not on the High Street

Flamboyance of f amingos melamine plate,
 £8, 
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Ashley Thomas 
pitcher, £16, 
Debenhams 

Boutique

LIFE’S Apıcnıc
Flowerdrop 
melamine cup, £5, 
Collier Campbell

Paisley paper napkins, 
£3.99 per pack of 20, 
Zara Home

Summerhouse by 
Navigate foral cool 
bag, £24.99, Very

Linea Amazon picnic 
hamper for two, £70, 

House of Fraser

Woven stripe picnic 
rug, £12, Sainsbury’s



lauraashley.com

Fabric Collection

Blog lauraashley.com

over 200 fabrics available



Experts in the finest Chesterfield Sofas,
lovingly hand crafted in our workshop.

Visit www.TimelessChesterfields.com
or Call 01204 368413
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Antiques & Vintage

The Sainsbury Centre for Visual Arts 
at the University of East Anglia is 
commemorating the 50th anniversary 
of the death of the Swiss sculptor, 
painter, draughtsman and printmaker, 
Alberto Giacometti, with a new 
exhibition. A Line Through Time is a 
reference to Giacometti’s fascination 
with ancient art and infl uence on other 
artists, so a selection of his post-war art 
will be displayed with Ancient Egyptian 
funerary fi gures, Etruscan and Cycladic 
fi gurines and West African sculpture, 
alongside work by British artists 
including Francis Bacon and Lucian 
Freud. The exhibition runs from 23 April 
until 29 August. Tues–Fri, 10am–6pm; 
Sat–Sun, 10am–5pm. Admission £12. 
(01603 593199; scva.ac.uk)

News from the antiques, vintage and art 
worlds, plus exhibitions and fairs to visit 

Past to present

If I were to tell you that it was possible to 
buy a perfectly good-looking and very 
decorative chair that was 350 years old 
for just £100, would you believe me? 
Well, the fact is, it’s absolutely true. 
Late-17th-century high-back chairs 
can be bought at auction for so little 
money that it’s almost obscene. As 
with any genre, there are, of 
course, exceptions, but these 
lovely work-a-day period chairs 
regularly come up for sale at 
very low prices. Part of the 
problem is that they are quite 
fragile and often badly wormed. 
I recall buying two at auction 

TO BUY... OR NOT TO BUY?
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Marc Allum
BBC Antiques 

Roadshow 
specialist

Must-see 
exhibition

based on a condition report 
that was not very accurate, as 
they literally fell into a pile of 
dust when I picked them up! 
However, if the woodworm are 
still holding hands, it is possible 
to purchase some extremely 
decorative examples for very 
small amounts of money. They 
make lovely hall chairs, and the 
odd neatly placed dried thistle 
– à la National Trust – stops 
any guest from potentially 
falling through the seat!  

Artist Emma Brownjohn 
celebrates returning from travels 
overseas to her native Dorset in 

Going Back to My Home, running at 
the Jerram Gallery in the market 

town of Sherborne from 21 May to 
8 June. Her colourful pictures are 
inspired by childhood memories 

of the region, ‘one of the most 
magical parts of the world,’ she 
says. Open Monday to Saturday, 

9.30am–5pm. ( jerramgallery.com)

If I were to tell you that it was possible to 
buy a perfectly good-looking and very 
decorative chair that was 350 years old 
for just £100, would you believe me? 
Well, the fact is, it’s absolutely true. 
Late-17th-century high-back chairs 
can be bought at auction for so little 
money that it’s almost obscene. As 

fragile and often badly wormed. 

TO BUY... OR NOT TO BUY?

ABOVE  Pink clouds acrylic on wood 
by Emma Brownjohn, Jerram Gallery

LEFT  Pick up a 17th-century 
chair for a song at auction



Builth Wells International Antiques & Collectors 
Fair, 30 April–1 May
Royal Welsh Showground, Builth Wells, Powys, Mid 
Wales LD2 3SY (01584 873634; continuityfairs.co.uk)
An international fair with over 1,000 stands both inside 
and outdoors. Open 10am–5pm. Admission £5. 

The Petworth Park Antiques & Fine Art Fair, 6–8 May 
The Marquee, Petworth House and Park, Petworth, 
West Sussex GU28 0QY (01797 252030; adfl.co.uk)
Find over 40 specialist exhibitors, drawn from BADA, 
LAPADA and PAADA. Visitors gain free entry to Petworth 
House and grounds, and the ‘Capability’ Brown festival 
exhibition. Open Friday 11am–8pm, Saturday 10.30am–
6pm, Sunday 10.30am–5pm. Admission £10, valid for 
all three days, and includes a catalogue. 

The National Glass Collectors Fair, 8 May
The National Motorcycle Museum, Solihull, 
West Midlands B92 0EJ (nationalglassfair.co.uk)
Specialist fair with around 90 exhibitors 
selling antique and collectable glass alongside 
contemporary artists showing their own 
work. Open 10.30am–4pm. Admission £5. 

Stamford Meadows Antiques, Collectors 
& Vintage Big Weekend, 20–22 May
Off Bath Row car park, Stamford, 
Lincolnshire PE9 2WE (07772 
349431; fielddogfairs.com)
Inside marquee stalls and an outside 
brocante fair. Open 9.30am–4pm. 
Admission £4, under-16s free.

Shrewsbury Flea, Antiques, 
Vintage, Retro and Salvage,
21-22 May
West Midlands Showground, 
Berwick Road, Shrewsbury, 
Shropshire SY1 2PF (07796 
228919; josevents.co.uk)
Huge collection of antiques, vintage, 
retro and salvage. Open 8.30am–
4.30pm. Entry £2.50, under-14s free. 

AUCTION HIGHLIGHTS 
Interiors, Vintage & Modern, 3 May
Capes Dunn, The Auction Galleries, Heaton Mersey, 
Cheshire SK4 3QT (0161 432 1911; capesdunn.com)
Vintage Posters, 13 May 
Ewbank’s, The Burnt Common Auction Rooms, Woking, 
Surrey GU23 7LN (01483 223101; ewbankauctions.co.uk)
Asian Art, 17-18 May 
Woolley & Wallis, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP1 3SU 

(01722 424500; woolleyandwallis.co.uk)
Irish Paintings, 25 May 

Ross’s, Belfast BT1 4NX (028 
9032 5448; rosss.com)
Marine & Travel, 26 May 
Keys, 8 Market Place, Aylsham, 
Norwich NR11 6EH (01263 

733195; keysauctions.co.uk)
Interiors, Fine Art & Furniture, 
28 May
Stag Auctions, Malt House, Stroud, 
Gloucestershire GL6 6NU (01453 
751324; stagauctions.co.uk)  

FAIRS & SHOWS
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In the heart of Sheffield’s antiques quarter, 
find Heeley Bank, a Grade II-listed former 
savings bank. It’s worth a snoop for the 
building alone; the interior decorated with  
Victorian tiles, and the old bank manager’s 
office with its carved timber panelling, 
create an evocative backdrop for the 30 or 
so dealers selling practical and decorative 
antiques and vintage goods. (0114 327 
0835; heeleybankantiques.wix.com)

Treasure trove

VINTAGE BUYS

Baker’s 
choice
Store utensils 
in this 1920s 
baker’s 
bentwood 
container with 
pine lid, used 
for baking 
powder, H31x
Dia.21.5cm, 
£58, The 
Antique 
Kitchen 
(theantique
kitchen.co.uk)

Saree lampshades, 
available in various 
sizes and patterns, 
from £60, Blanchard 
Collective (01488 686139; 
blanchardcollective.com)

Shady lady

selling antique and collectable glass alongside 

work. Open 10.30am–4pm. Admission £5. 

Stamford Meadows Antiques, Collectors 

Irish Paintings, 25 May
Ross’s, Belfast BT1 4NX (028 
9032 5448; rosss.com)
Marine & Travel, 26 May
Keys, 8 Market Place, Aylsham, 
Norwich NR11 6EH (01263 



 

Trevor Farrell
Owner of Virtual 

Museum Old 
Garden Tools 
(oldgarden 
tools.co.uk) 

What’s your greatest find?
I love the colours and perfect scale of 
construction of this lovely English 19th- 
century wheelbarrow. Made of pine, it’s  
got the original red and green paint and  
a wonderful patina. It was a toy bought  
for a lucky child and is very similar to the 
children’s wheelbarrows in the Swiss 
Cottage at Osborne House, where Prince 
Albert encouraged his children to garden.  
I use it as an in-tray in my office.

Which item would you most like to keep?
These French hedging shears measure just 
31cm, and would have been bought by a 
wealthy parent circa 1850 as a child’s toy – 
long before health and safety regulations! 
The blades are wrought iron with a brass 
tightening nut and handles turned in 
chestnut. They are beautifully crafted.

Antiques & Vintage

ABOVE  French garden  
sheers given as a child’s 
gift by wealthy parents
RIGHT  This 19th- 
century wheelbarrow  
has steel supports  
and a beech wheel

MY GREAT DISCOVERY
GOING,  
GOING,  

WHAT  A figurative 
bronze timepiece, circa 
1900, depicting a lady in 
robes holding a serpent- 
handled globe dial with 
Roman numerals. H38cm; 
single barrel movement 
WHEN  Country House 
Sale, 9 January 2016 
WHERE  Tennants, The 
Auction Centre, Leyburn, 
North Yorkshire (01969 
623780; tennants.co.uk)
ESTIMATE  £100–150
SOLD FOR  £220

GONE!

WIN TICKETS
Dating from the 14th century, 
Cothay Manor near Wellington 
in Somerset is a fine small 
medieval manor house that has 
been lovingly restored by its 
current owners. It’s the perfect 
setting for an antiques fair, and  
specialist dealers across the 
spectrum for refurbishing and 
decorating the home will be 
exhibiting from Friday 27 to 
Sunday 29 May 2016 – both 
inside the manor and within the 
gardens (cothaymanor.co.uk). 
To win one of five pairs of 
tickets (worth £6 each), which 
allow entry to the fair and 
gardens, valid for one day, enter 
at periodliving.co.uk; deadline 
for entries is 28 April 2016.  
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The UK’s largest stocks of 
quality Rugs & large Rugs

PERSIAN | AFGHAN | CHINESE | INDIAN | PAKISTAN | MODERN | CONTEMPORARY

Tel: 0845 4 900 600

Stores located at:
Kaydon House, Kinmel Park, Bodelwyddan, Denbighshire, N Wales LL18 5TY • SAT NAV: LL18 5TZ
Ridings Park, Eastern Way, Hawks Green, Cannock, Staffordshire WS11 7FJ • SAT NAV: WS11 7FJ
FrithRugs, Lythgoes Lane (A49), Warrington WA2 7XE • SAT NAV: WA2 7XE
Open: Mon-Sat: 10.00-5.00, Sunday & Bank Holidays: 10.00 - 4.00
Closed: Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Boxing Day and Easter Sunday

FrithRugs is a trademark of GH Frith 
(Bodelwyddan) Ltd. 15/18



What’s the next big thing?’ is 
one question I’ve been asked 
a thousand times. If I really 
knew the answer, I’d be filling 
up warehouses and sitting on a 

sunny beach drinking the rewards. But that’s part 
of the problem – where do you find large quantities 
of James Barclay Hennell silver hound’s head 
stirrup cups? Antiques – using the broad sense of 
the word – are, by the very nature of their inherent 
attraction to potential owners, generally appealing 
for a number of reasons: scarcity, craftsmanship, 
notoriety and provenance, to name but a few. So, in 
reality, latching onto a sector of the market that can 
easily return you a good investment either requires 
pots of cash or plenty of skill, or both… It doesn’t 
require you to fill up a warehouse.

I have often referred to the art and antiques 
world as a barometer of the economy. It ebbs and 
flows carrying the flotsam and jetsam of fashion 
and economic intrigue like an ever-changing 
fringe of mucky foam on a south coast beach. 
Each wave brings another headline in the press 
proclaiming the demise of the Chinese art market, 
the ever creaking decline of brown furniture (I 
hate that expression) and the stratospheric prices 
paid for modern art. Yet the real question is, does 
any of this have anything to do with us? Have you 
got a spare £20million in order to take a gamble 
on a couple of Hirsts or an Emin? It’s small change 
in the realms of the serious art market – and in 
my mind, that’s what it’s really about. It’s what 
your budget dictates. Everyone knows that the 
supply of Rembrandts is finite – ergo, they will 
always be worth lots of money!

I love people-watching, particularly at auction. 
In almost any saleroom, you’ll see the whole 
gamut: ‘St James’ casuals, brassy hard-nosed 
ladies, mopper-uppers, Irish tinkers and Chelsea 

housewives; none of these my 
expressions I hasten to add,  

but nevertheless, part of  
the descriptive range of 

human ingredients 
that go into any 

auction house 
gallimaufry. 
Within this 
mixture are 
those whose 
profession it  
is to buy and 
sell, always 

chasing that 

The Cool, Calm Collector

Antiques Roadshow 
specialist Marc Allum 
looks into his crystal 

ball in a vain but 
informed attempt 

to predict this year’s 
antiques trends 
and investment 
opportunities
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elusive piece of Chippendale, 
sometimes finding it, but 
generally concentrating on 
making a living. Some are 
part-timers, fair-weather 
boot-fairers. Some 
fancy themselves as 
interior designers. All 
are chasing their idea 
of a bargain or an 
object that simply suits 
their purpose at the 
right price. Success in 
buying and selling can 
be measured in so many 
different ways; as a result, 
defining ‘what’s hot’ can be 
very subjective. 

My business model is probably 
not altogether orthodox, but when giving 
advice I generally recommend that you avoid 
specialisation. Too many people chasing too few 
objects in my view. Keep your overheads low. Buy 
with skill and accumulated knowledge, seeking out 
the less obvious but acquiring the unique and the 
rare while mixing it with the average – the better 
boosting the lesser, sometimes to great effect. 
Spread your risk through eclecticism. Don’t follow 
trends too vehemently – few people really want to 
put anatomical models in their homes! Buy what 
you like and keep the best – if it’s cheap. Remember, 
it’s the best in any genre that people really want. 
Don’t be scared to let go sometimes, particularly if 
you’ve seen another. There will always be other 
chances. Always be polite and always haggle fair. 

So, after giving you the ‘expert’ advice, I suspect 
you are wondering what I have profited from in 
my 25 years of serious acquisition; how many 
bursting bubbles have I avoided and where have  
I lost out? Firstly, I regard myself, foremost, as a 
collector. As a result, I sell in order to buy more 
objects, to trade up. I’ve always had an eye for the 
niche. Scientific, aboriginal, antiquarian, faux, 
diversionary, emotive… these are the type of 
words that drive my decisions to buy or not to 
buy. I avoided Clarice Cliff – don’t like it. I missed 
the Russian thing – sold too early. I’ve traded on 
the strength of anniversaries, profited on pop. 
Made hay on the back of the Asian Tigers and 
bought a couple of old dogs at auction that I didn’t 
view properly. C’est la vie. And what am I buying 
now for future investment? The answer is, the very 
same things that I have been buying since I was a 
boy – things that fascinate me.  

IMAGE  ‘This is one of  
my better buys,’ says 
Marc, of his original 
Limoges plate from 
Abraham Lincoln’s  
‘White House’  
dinner service

Going up, going down
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THIS IMAGE  Paul Young 
at the potter’s wheel in 
his studio, which is near 
the village of Shenton  
in Leicestershire
OPPOSITE  The naive 
style of his decorative 
pieces is strongly 

influenced by 18th-
century Staffordshire 
figurines modelled by 
potters including Ralph 
Wood and Thomas 
Whieldon. Prices for  
the smaller pieces start  
at about £500
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E lvis, Joe Cocker, Keith Moon… these 
are just a few of the musicians to have 
been name-checked in ceramicist Paul 
Young’s work to date. His wonderfully 
curious figurative pieces – from a 

besuited hare sitting astride a pig, to whimsical 
‘Howlin’ Wolf ’ – are strongly influenced by 18th-
century Staffordshire ware, and are in turn both 
humorous and sophisticated, with a charm and 

subtle narrative that is guaranteed to bring  
a smile to your face. 

For the last 18 years, Paul’s studio has been 
a converted Grade II-listed Victorian railway 
building beside the Battlefield Line steam  
railway in Leicestershire. From early in the 
mornings, kept warm by a large wood-burning 
stove, Paul can be found here creating his 
domestic wares patterned with slip-trailing,  

The Artisan

Words RACHEL CROW  Photographs JEREMY PHILLIPS

Inspired by 18th-century Staffordshire slipware and European 
folk art, ceramicist Paul Young puts a 21st-century spin on  

the naive charm of these traditional styles

CENTURIESof theTURN
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as well as decorative pieces, the ideas for the 
quirky designs tumbling from his imagination.

What’s your background?
I grew up in a working class mining town in 
Derbyshire. My father was a miner but also a very 
good amateur artist, and I inherited that creative 
gene. I knew that I wanted to make pottery from  
a young age but wasn’t allowed to do it at school 
so left with no qualifications, then a few years later 
enrolled at college – Chesterfield and Sheffield 
Colleges of Art – and that’s where the passion 
started. That was in the late 1970s and early ’80s, 
when there was a movement in English pottery 
towards the oriental traditions, led by Bernard 
Leach – [described as ‘the father of British studio 
pottery’], which has continued. But while Leach 
thought English pottery crude, I believe English 
slipware is the best – it has a warmth and softness 
and almost a complete honesty. 

Which makers have inspired you?
I find the work of the 18th-century potters, 
such as Ralph Wood, John Astbury and Thomas 
Whieldon, really exciting. If you look at some  
of the early pieces, they were modelling animals 
such as lions, which they had never seen in real 
life, yet were coming up with these wonderful, 
lively interpretations from the information they 
were being fed. They appear in a way naive, but 
there is also charm and a human quality to them. 

I’m also inspired by the domestic items mostly 
made by unknown potters in provincial potteries. 
What makes them special for me is that you can 

see hand and finger prints – they should not be 
perfect and speak of the materials and maker.

How would you describe your own work? 
Because we have access to so much information 
and knowledge now, which potters didn’t have  
in the 18th century, it is very difficult to re-create 
the same naive charm of their work, but that is 
what I am aiming to do. There is a narrative to 
each decorative piece, but I prefer not to wax 
lyrical too much and let people draw their own 
interpretations from them. A lot of clients say  
my work makes them smile, and I like that.

Where do you start with an idea for a design?  
In the last 20 years or so I have been drawn 
ever closer to folk art and folk art traditions. 
The patterns on my domestic ware are often 
inspired by traditional motifs, such as tulips, 
which you will see on a lot of early Dutch and 
Pennsylvanian slipware. It is rare now to find 
something that hasn’t been done before with slip 
trailing, a tradition spanning about 500 years, 
but I like there to be life in the patterns. I try to 
capture something quickly and simply in as few 
lines as possible, so that there is a fluidity to it. 

I like humour and often I’ll just see something 
that will capture my imagination for a decorative 
piece. Last year at Newark Antiques Fair, there 
was a field of pigs across the road and there 
was always a crow sitting on the back of one of 
them. It was such a bizarre thing to see, and I 
like that strangeness. Playing with that image I 
progressed to having a hare on the back of a pig 
– there is an element of pure indulgence in my 
work. Another piece was inspired by seeing lions 
on a trip to Africa, but I wanted to make a very 
English interpretation of one, inspired by early 
Staffordshire ware. I modelled it very quickly, 
to try and capture the spontaneity, and was 
thinking of a name for it when Elvis came on the 
radio – it was the perfect fit of the king of rock ‘n’ 
roll and the king of the jungle! That set me off on 
a path of playing with iconic names. It is a very 
21st-century thing – to reference earlier pieces 
but develop them in your own style. 

The colours I use are very traditional for this 
style of slipware – including brownish red made 
from copper, green from manganese and blue 
from cobalt. I have only been using the pinkish 
colour for about 10 years – at first I found it a 
little too garish, but now I come across more and 
more early Staffordshire pieces where slightly 
garish colours were used.  

 
Describe the making process
I like to start very early in the morning. In those 
hours I only have the company of nature at the 

ABOVE  Paul’s studio is  
a former railway building 
near the site of the  
Battle of Bosworth. He 
saved the now listed 
building from potential 
demolition nearly 20 
years ago
OPPOSITE, CLOCKWISE 
FROM TOP LEFT  Birds 
are a recurring theme in 
his work; Paul has spent 
more than 30 years 
perfecting his craft; he 
named this work ‘Howlin’ 
Wolf’ after the Chicago  
blues singer; the prices  
of his pieces range from 
£20 for an egg cup, up to 
£1,500 for a wassail pot; 
pots decorated with slip 
are left to dry; slip-trailing 
involves squeezing a  
thin line of clay body 
suspended in water 
through a nozzle – ‘you 
only get one chance at  
it,’ says Paul; the ‘Pigeon 
Fancier’ was inspired by 
the many pigeon trainers 
in the mining town where 
he grew up; throwing a 
jug at his wheel; a wassail 
pot awaits bisque firing

The Artisan
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studio – badgers will come snuffling right up  
to the door, and I’ll hear owls and foxes outside.

The making process is long, but I have to dry 
the pieces carefully and slowly otherwise they 
start to crack. With the decorative pieces the 
first stage is to roll out slabs of clay, cut to size 
and assemble the base. Day two is modelling the 
figures, and I’ll then start decorating with slips 
applied in various colours. I feel like the pots  
look naked and then the slip clothes them in  
a silk shroud. Once the pieces are biscuit fired  
I can handle them better. I’ll then dip a piece  
in glaze and put it back in for another firing.  
It takes a day to fire and two days to cool.

Do you work on domestic and decorative 
ware at the same time?
The decorative pieces are all white clay, which I 
can see better for modelling, while I use red clay 
for pieces such as the baking dishes. You can’t 

work with both clays at the same time because 
the red has got so much iron in it – the colour 
comes from the ‘rusted’ oxidised iron – which 
would contaminate the white clay.

I like to make decorative work through the 
winter, which takes the longest time to dry, and 
then I tend to start throwing in the spring. If I’m 
lucky there are days where I can throw a board 
of jugs, put them outside in the sunshine and 
by later in the day they are dried, ready for the 
handles to be attached. But you have to be in  
tune with what is happening around you and 
work with the weather.  

•  To find out more, call 07711 628337 or visit 
paulyoungceramics.co.uk. Paul will be exhibiting 
at Tinsmiths in Ledbury, Herefordshire, from 
18 March to 23 April (tinsmiths.co.uk) and The 
Contemporary Craft Festival at Bovey Tracey, 
Devon, 10–12 June (craftsatboveytracey.co.uk)  

‘There is a narrative to each decorative piece, but I prefer 
to let people draw their own interpretations from them’

ABOVE  Paul throws 
shallow dishes on bats – 
removable discs of 
plywood – so that they 
are easier to move. He 
still uses the wheel that 
he built for about £1.50 
while a student, and 
which he operates with 
his leg. ‘If I had a pound 
for every time it had 
turned, I would be a  
very wealthy man…’



Visit our website www.wesley-barrell.co.uk
For our brochure call 01993 893130  

Showrooms:  *Bristol 0117 923 8915  *Cambridge 01223 460377   
Cheltenham 01242 512087   *Guildford 01483 537717  *Harrogate 01423 531073

Leamington Spa 01926 334506  *London W1 020 7629 2019
*Manchester 0161 834 7466   Marlow 01628 481114  *St Albans 01727 845828  

*Tunbridge Wells 01892 536286  *Witney 01993 776682

*These showrooms are open on Sundays
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TRAVELLER
World

Let your home tell a story of overseas adventure 
with these antiqued maps, animal and botanical 
print wallpapers, and well-worn travel trunks



Decorating
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A subtle animal print wallpaper creates a neutral backdrop and adds 
a contemporary twist to this relaxed colonial-inspired living  

room. Team a classic linen-covered buttoned sofa with a colourful  
kelim-style armchair and an earthy red flatweave rug, adding  

a traditional leather-trimmed travel trunk to use as a coffee table 
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Make a statement in a home office by covering one wall in a made-
to-measure antique map mural. Look for an original leather-topped 

writing desk – the more worn the better – and contrast with a chevron 
woven rug laid over natural flooring in coffee bean brown. Brass vases 

filled with palm leaves and ferns bring a hint of the tropics
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Transform your bathroom with a dramatic jungle-inspired midnight 
blue wallpaper. Contrast with rough, reclaimed floorboards and  

add the ultimate in bathing luxury, a freestanding brass-wrapped 
bath. Draping a sheer muslin-style fabric across the doorway  

evokes a sense of relaxing in the most luxurious of tents
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Conjure up travels to the Far East with this botanical sketched 
wallpaper, framed collections of butterflies and vintage cane 

 furniture. Layer the bed with embroidered floral bedlinen, adding 
 colour with soft teal cushions, a luxurious silk quilt and delicate  

lace. An antique travel trunk provides a finishing touch



Decorating
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www.the-millshop-online.co.uk                           01604 875 062

the-millshop-online
Fabrics & Furniture
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Find the items featured in our decorating shoot

LEFT IMAGE  Polaris wallpaper in Silver, £59 per 
roll, Jane Churchill. Chesterfi eld three-seater sofa, 
£2,559, Lombok. Houston khaki trunk, £549, Feather 
& Black. Sisal Tigers Eye Havana fl ooring, £36 per 
m2, Kersaint Cobb. Jali orange rug, £355, The Rug 
Company. Small George club chair, £1,185; Fontana 
side table, £625, both Oka. Dazzle cushion (on 
chair), £50, Juliet Travers. Books (on fl oor), stylist’s 
own. Antiqued metal side table (behind sofa), £100, 
Cox & Cox. Binoculars, plants and photos, stylist’s 
own. Original copper natural history engravings, 
£60 each, Lassco. On back table: Tembo bookends, 
£59, Oka. Trinket box, £13.95, Graham & Green. Gold 
tealight holder, £3, Sainsbury’s. Frame, £25, House 
of Fraser. Recycled glass vase, £15.50, Garden 
Trading. On sofa: Silk Ikat cushion in red, £120, The 
Rug Company. Ikat Kelim cushion, £45, John Lewis. 
Fringed linen throw, £145, Oka. On trunk: Elok tray, 
£95, Lombok. Glass memories box, £22, Cox & Cox. 
Kubu leather photo album, from £36.95; rustic 
leather journal (in glass box), from £19.95, both 
Nkuku. On side table: Palmyra lamp, £130; straight 
empire shade in terracotta chambray, £75, both 
Pooky. Antique binoculars, £20, Strand Quay 
Antiques, Rye. Wood block, stylist’s own.
RIGHT IMAGE  Melisa Dual Twill linen fabric in 
Coral, £59, Volga Linen. Cherokee fabric in Earth, 
£83 per m, Clarke & Clarke. Wallpapers (clockwise 
from left), Camoufl age, £150 per roll, Juliet Travers. 
Keshi Velvets Pantanal, £120 per m, Osborne & 
Little. Turquino, £59 per roll, Cubana Wallpapers 
by Matthew Williamson at Osborne & Little. 
Polaris, as before. Sisal Panama fl ooring, £39.90 
per m2, Kersaint Cobb. Tahoma fabric in Pumpkin, 
£65 per m, Clarke & Clarke. Fossil, stylist’s own. 
Totem fabric in Earth, £86 per m, Clarke & Clarke. 
Feather and wood block, stylist’s own. The Tribe 
wallpaper, £150 per roll, Juliet Travers. Creatures 
fabric in Rhino, £87.50 per m, Liberty Fabrics. 
Wilderness engineered wood fl ooring in Forest 
Glade, £109.96 per m2, Fired Earth.

LEFT IMAGE  Sheer Poetica Voiles fabric in 
Hessian, £41 per m, Harlequin. Monsoon Sabal 
wallpaper, £129 per roll, Arte. Large gold feather 
mirror, £250, Graham & Green. Usk bath with 
brass-clad exterior, from £2,975; Classic bath and 
shower mixer with H-stand in a brass fi nish, from 
£1,195, both Drummonds. Faux potted fern, £125, 
Cox & Cox. Wooden crate, £28, After Noah. Brass 
candle holder tray, £145; brass Frette stool, £195, 
both Lombok. Reclaimed fl oorboards, £58 per m2, 
Lassco. On stool: Linen hand towels, from £12, The 
Linen Works. Gold grasshopper, £14, Mia Fleur. 
Gold o¦ ering bowl, £129 for a set of six, Oka. 
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LEFT IMAGE  Fan, stylist’s own. Botanica 
wallpaper, £42 per m, Kew collection, Ivo Prints.  
Bamiyan Blue paint, £38 for 2.5ltrs, Fired Earth. 
Turquoise Blue paint, £38 for 2.5ltrs, Little Greene. 
Sheer linen plain fabric in Putty, £34 per m, Volga 
Linen. Paper, buckle, stylist’s own. Natural rose 
door handle, £3.99, These Please. Arabesque tiles 
in Sebou, Imini and Dades, 95p each, Fired Earth. 
Dardenella wallpaper, £48 per roll, Palmetto 
collection, Harlequin. Lace trim, pillowcase 
(just seen) and shell, stylist’s own. Amborella 
wallpaper in Seaglass, £58 per roll, Harlequin. 
Sisal Tigers Eye Havana fl ooring, as before. Warsa 
fabric in Old Rosa, £19.99 per m; Bianco fabric in 
Aqua, £19.99 per m, both Ada & Ina. Gecko 
bottle opener, £115, Oka. Demoiselle wallpaper, 
£58 per roll, Palmetto collection, Harlequin. 
RIGHT IMAGE  Amborella wallpaper in Seaglass, 
as before. Vintage taxidermy butterfl ies, £185, 
Etalage. Tigers Eye Havana fl ooring, as before. 
Vintage cane and walnut bed, £575; hessian, 
wood and metal trunk, £225; white bird cage, 
£45, all Vintage French. Faux fl owers, £16 per 
stem, Oka. Small writing desk, £265, Oka. Espen 
dining chair, £225. Badri rug, £425, Lombok. 
Linen scarf, £30, The Linen Works. On desk: Nellie 
lamp base, £90, with straight empire shade in 
black block print, £50, Pooky. Windlight, £25, 
Lombok. Gold trinket cube, £28, Graham & Green. 
Jia key ring, £49, Oka. Notebooks from a selection, 
Nkuku. Italian marble magnifying glass, £15, John 
Lewis. Gecko bottle opener, as before. On bed: 
Queen embroidered duvet cover, £155; pair 
of embroidered pillowcases, £39; Sheherezade 
embroidered quilt, £275, all Oka. Cornucopia 
lace, £75 per m, Anna French. Dusty green velvet 
cushion, £36, Holly’s House. Dori embroidered 
cushions, £45, Lombok.  
 

RIGHT IMAGE  Amadine wallpaper in Midnight, 
£65 per roll, Jane Churchill. Tropicana fabric, 
£59 per m, Cubana collection, Matthew 
Williamson at Osborne & Little. Monsoon 
Sabal wallpaper, as before. Amadine wallpaper 
in Gold, £65 per roll, Jane Churchill. Gold 
grasshopper, as before. Dragonfl y Dance 
wallpaper, £67 per roll, Samana collection, 
Matthew Williamson at Osborne & Little. Plumas 
fabric in Antique Gold/Linen/Black/Grey, £115 
per m, Matthew Williamson at Osborne & Little. 
Atlas by Neisha Crosland Star Anise Sahara 
tile, £34.94 each, Fired Earth. Bagatelle weave 
fabric, £65 per m, Nina Campbell. Mazarine 
paint, £38 for 2.5ltrs, Little Greene.

LEFT IMAGE  Spot linen fabric in Natural and 
Crimson, £38 per m, Volga Linen. Galapagos fabric 
in Parchment, £55 per m, Sanderson. Galapagos 
wallpaper, £58 per roll, Sanderson. Tahoma fabric 
in Moss, £65 per m, Clarke & Clarke. Bird Hop 
fabric in Kale, £48 per m, Vanessa Arbuthnot. 
Roasted Red paint, £24.99 for 2.5ltrs, Dulux. Sage 
Green paint, £38 for 2.5ltrs, Little Greene. Replica 
brass telescope, £20, Strand Quay Antiques, Rye. 
Scarab wallpaper in Charcoal/Grey, £42 per m, 
The Royal Botanic Gardens’ Kew collection, Ivo 
Prints. Handmade classic terracotta tile, £2.80 
per tile, Fired Earth. Zebo carpet in Moss, £90.85 
per m2, Alternative Flooring. Magnifying glass, 
stylist’s own. Galapagos fabric in Spice, £55 per 
m, Sanderson. Bagatelle Weave fabric in Blue/
Ivory, £65 per m, Nina Campbell. Marrakech Palm 
wallpaper in Soft Gold, £78 per roll, Barneby 
Gates. Dandaloo fabric in Ash, £90 per m, Rapture 
& Wright. Compass, £22, Tenterden Antiques 
Centre. Leather notebook, £19.95, Nkuku. 
RIGHT IMAGE  World Map mural, £216, Mr 
Perswall. Mid-19th-century kneehole desk, £700, 
Lassco. Victorian oak swivel desk chair, £495, 
After Noah. Cushion, £40, John Lewis. Aztec 
Cocoa fl ooring, £100 per m2, Crucial Trading. 
Asan Jade rug, from £355, The Rug Company. 
On desk, from left: Captain Cook vintage globe, 
£45, After Noah. Ottoman box fi les, £44 for a set 
of three, Oka. Gold paperweight, £16.95, Graham 
& Green. Brass egg timer, £26, Oka. Carved 
wooden box, £12, Sainsbury’s. Leather notebook, 
as before. Other book, stylist’s own. Compass, 
as before. Telescope, as before. Clay fi gures and 
bone bottle, stylist’s own. Gold vase, £25, House 
of Fraser. Artifi cial fern houseplant, £28, Mia 
Fleur. Proust desk lamp, £150, Pooky. On fl oor: 
Hammered metal vase, £40, House of Fraser. 
Amida windlight, £30, Lombok. Woven bowls 
and antique Indian paddle, stylist’s own.
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With some creative thinking and clever upcycling,  
Val and Norman Rennie have transformed an 
unloved cottage into a dream rural getaway
Words PIPPA BLENKINSOP  Styling KATIE DAY  Photographs JEREMY PHILLIPS  

F  or many, location is the driving force behind buying a 
holiday home, whether in a favourite destination that 
holds happy memories or somewhere you’ve always 
dreamt of going. But when Val and Norman Rennie 
set out to buy their second home four years ago, they 

had no idea where to start looking. ‘It was just a case of seeing 
what was around,’ says Val. One thing, however, was clear: 
having lived in an industrial port town on Teeside for most of 
their lives, the couple were itching for a taste of country living. 

   While its exact location had yet to be decided, the couple 
had a clear vision of the type of property they were after.    

HOME
HOMEfrom

ABOVE  Val and 
Norman relax 
in their pretty 
summerhouse. The 
couple renovated 
a stone cottage 
in Weardale as a 
holiday home;  
they eventually  
plan to retire here
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Once damp and dated,  
the living room is now 
cosy and welcoming. Both 
the sofas are from Laura 
Ashley, as is the Malmaison 
rug. Val made the curtains 
from an old Laura Ashley 
fabric and the couple 
installed a Dovre 2000 
multi-fuel stove in the 
original inglenook. Above 
the stove hangs a clock 
from Achica



‘Living in a modern four-bedroom detached house, I’d always 
dreamt of having a cosy old cottage,’ says Val. ‘We didn’t want 
anything too big, or with a lot of land that needed maintaining, 
as we were only going to be there at weekends, but we still 
wanted a bit of outdoor space. We also wanted a property 
where we could add our own creative stamp.’ However, with  
a tight budget and a plan to carry out all the work themselves, 
the couple were aware that the project had to be achievable. 
‘Norman had been in the building industry previously and  
will pretty much put his hand to anything. When I set him  
a challenge he doesn’t usually disappoint!’ laughs Val.

   After an 18-month search for the perfect location that 
stretched all the way from Northumberland to Wales, the 
couple eventually realised that somewhere closer to home was 
the most practical solution, ideally within an hour-and-a half ’s 
drive so that they could easily manage the project. They also 
decided to widen their scope in terms of property type. ‘We 
were initially hunting for two-bedroom properties, but we 
couldn’t find anything, so we started looking into the option  
of a one-bedroom home with the potential to upgrade or 
extend. That’s when we found the current house.’ 

   Val and Norman finally settled on a property in a small 
market town in Weardale, County Durham, on the edge of the 
North Pennines. ‘We’d never actually heard of it before, but 
it’s only 50 minutes’ drive away. It’s close to the River Wear 
and surrounded by woodland, so it’s ideal for walking.’ Having 
stood empty for two years, the house was in a sorry state. ‘The 
paper was falling off the walls, it was damp and decorated in 
brown,’ Val recalls. ‘But we didn’t mind, as we could see its 
potential, and the fact that you couldn’t live in it while the 
work was being done was not a problem for us.’ From their    

RIGHT  A small 
dining area in the 
corner of the living 
room is furnished 
with chairs painted 
in Annie Sloan’s 
Chalk paint and a 
waxed table. A large 
mirror from Achica 
helps create the 
illusion of space, 
while Laura Ashley’s 
Gosford Meadow 
wallpaper creates a 
pretty feature wall
BELOW LEFT  
Val and Norman 
have replaced the 
cottage’s windows 
with sashes more 
in keeping with the 
age of the property
BELOW MIDDLE 
The summerhouse 
makes a lovely 
space to relax
BELOW RIGHT
Val has painted an 
old Singer sewing 
machine table to 
create a quirky 
writing desk and 
teamed it with a 
garden chair from 
House of Fraser
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OWNERS  Val Rennie, a complaints administrator for a  
high-street bank, and husband Norman, a chemical plant 
operator, bought the property in 2012 as a holiday home, 
but plan to settle here permanently when they retire 
PROPERTY  A terraced, two-bedroom stone cottage  
in a small market town in Weardale, County Durham
ESSENTIAL REPAIRS  The property was completely overhauled. 
The layout has been improved and the cottage has been 
replumbed, rewired and replastered
LAYOUT  The space was reconfigured to create a larger 
kitchen, utility and living/dining room on the ground floor, 
with two bedrooms and a bathroom upstairs

The project
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first visit, it was obvious what needed doing. ‘We basically went 
in and gutted it. The carpet came up, the plaster came off and 
we took it right back to the four stone walls and started again,’ 
says Val. The first things to go were the ugly false ceilings 
upstairs, which, to their delight, uncovered a characterful, 
beamed roof structure. Opting to leave the whole upper storey 
open to the rafters, Norman then reconfigured the upstairs 
to maximise the space, creating a master bedroom, guest 
bedroom and bathroom, which had originally been downstairs.

   On the ground floor the stairs were ripped out and 
relocated to the living area to create a more spacious kitchen. 
Rather than replace the staircase with a new bespoke design, 
Val’s first instinct was to go online. ‘The stairs actually came 
from a blacksmith’s cottage in Cambridge; we bought them 
on Ebay and Norman installed them himself.’ The feature 
is just one of many reclaimed finds in this house, which is a 
catalogue of upcycling inspiration. The kitchen, for instance, 
started life as old wooden doors found on Ebay. ‘We bought 
13, stripped and painted them, then simply found carcasses to 
fit,’ says Val. ‘We also found an old dresser top on Ebay, which 
fitted perfectly into the recess by the window. It was much 
cheaper than buying wall cabinets and the glass front helps 
reflect light into the room.’ Add into the mix reclaimed and 
repainted chairs, a secondhand Belfast sink, an old pub table 
and handmade textiles, and Val has shown that a characterful 
country-style kitchen can be achieved on a shoestring. 

   Eager to get the house ‘just right first time around’ and 
determined to find the perfect piece at the right price, the 
couple have travelled the length and breadth of Britain to 
source their vintage items. ‘We’ve had some lovely weekends 
away – the wardrobe doors in the bedrooms actually came   
from Brighton!’ she laughs. ‘Unfortunately we don’t have  

ABOVE  The classic 
combination of 
natural wood with 
cabinetry painted  
in Farrow & Ball’s 
Cornforth White 
gives the kitchen a 
traditional English 
country feel. Val 
rejuvenated an old 
pub table, still with 
its metal number 
disc, by sanding it 
down and refinishing 
it with wax
RIGHT  What was 
once a downstairs 
bathroom off the 
kitchen has been 
converted into a 
handy utility room. 
A curtain made 
by Val in Vanessa 
Arbuthnott’s Flora 
and Fauna fabric 
adds a pretty touch 
to the space
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Val and Norman 
chose to install 
engineered boards 
throughout the 
space. A traditional 
Belfast sink adds to 
the country feel, as 
do the floral print 
blind and cushions 
made by Val from old 
Laura Ashley fabric 
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many fleamarkets round this way. There are some salvage 
yards, but you tend to pay a bit more there and budget was 
important for us; I’d rather travel to get the right thing for  
the best price than pay over the odds for something average.’ 

   By Easter of 2014, the project was complete and it seems 
all their hard work and patience has paid off, as the couple 
couldn’t be happier with their new rural retreat. ‘Norman 
wanted to do all the work himself and I’ve had my heart in  
my mouth with some of the things he was tackling, but it’s 
pretty much gone to plan, and looking back we wouldn’t  
have done anything differently,’ says Val. 

‘We did have one accident, though. In order to take the 
weight of the freestanding bath upstairs, the floor needed 
additional support, so Norman planned to replace rotten  
beams above the kitchen. However, one of the beams dropped 
and fractured the water pipe, flooding the entire ground floor. 
We had to turn off the water at the mains, but this covered 
next door, so we cut them off, too! Fortunately they were so 
kind and accommodating – they didn’t mind at all. Moving 
to somewhere you don’t know is always a gamble, so it was 
reassuring to know that we’d joined a lovely community, 
especially since we’re planning to retire here.’

   In the meantime, the couple take every opportunity to 
visit, travelling down most weekends and embracing life in  
the country. ‘Since completing the project we’ve bought a 
puppy, Hugo, so we’ve got a companion that comes down  
with us now, and he loves walking over the fields,’ says Val.  

CLOCKWISE FROM 
TOP LEFT  The 
master bedroom is 
papered in Laura 
Ashley’s Summer 
Palace design 
and the Victorian-
style bed is by the 

Original Bedstead 
Company. Some 
of the replastered 
stone wall has 
been left exposed 
to add character; 
the wardrobe was 
created using old 

doors; a slipper bath 
painted in Farrow 
& Ball’s Incarnadine 
brings warmth to 
the bathroom. The 
console sink and 
taps were bought 
on Ebay for just £70
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Barlow Tyrie have been making exceptional outdoor furniture since ,  
with ranges in stainless steel, premium teak wood, virgin aluminium and hand- 
woven resin. Recipient of eighteen international design excellence awards. 

Barlow Tyrie Limited, Braintree CM7 2RN, England  
Tel: +44 (0)1376 557 600 Email: sales@teak.com Visit: www.TEAK.com
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Established in 1993 A.D. Calvert Architectural Stone Supplies Ltd are based in the heart of
Wensleydale, North Yorkshire. The company comprises a large, modern and well maintained
sandstone, granite & limestone processing plant, with a showroom demonstrating the skill
of the master craftsmen and the complexities of the work undertaken.

The Green, Green Hammer ton, York, Nor th Yorkshire, YO26 8BQ
T. 01423 330451   E. sales@maincompany.com   www.themaincompany.co.uk
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Style notes
Pair pretty fl orals with vintage pieces to 
re-create Val and Norman’s cottage style

For suppliers’ details, turn to stockists page

Fe
at

ur
e E

LL
IE

 ST
A

M
M

ER
S

1 FLOOR  Create a 
characterful interior 
with these distressed 
fl oor planks in European 
cherry. Each one is 
planed by hand and 
weathered authentically 
for a unique fi nish, £162
per m2, Urbane Living. 
2 PLATE  Add a fl oral 
touch with this fi ne bone 
china plate, adorned with 
butterfl ies and peonies. 

Part of the Friendship 
collection by Miranda 
Kerr for Royal Albert, the 
20cm side plate is priced 
£18 at Houseology. 
3 MIXER  Get baking with 
this iconic stand mixer 
from Kitchenaid. Seen 
here in Almond Cream, 
it comes in 25 other 
colours that complement 
the smooth, rounded 
tilt-headed design and 

4.8ltr stainless-steel bowl; 
prices start from £359. 
4 SHELVES  The Wendy 
unit is handmade from 
solid reclaimed fi r, with 
a beached timber fi nish 
and vintage, bronze-style 
hooks, H68xW85x
D22cm, £115, Loaf. 
5 CUTLERY  With three 
colours to choose from, 
including salt (shown 
here), the 24-piece 

elegant Handsworth 
cutlery set has delicate 
braided detailing and is 
priced at £60, Neptune. 
6 CABINET  This pretty 
Olivia Light Grey cabinet 
from Artisanti has four 
central drawers and 
two shelved cupboards, 
with louvred inlay doors. 
H87xW129xD42cm, £569. 
7 FABRIC  Printed in 
four colourways on fi ne 

cotton, this Poppies 
fabric in Red/Emerald 
from Sanderson has 
rich inky tones in a 
watercolour style. Also 
comes as a non-woven 
wallpaper, £46 per m. 
8 CUSHION  If you love 
blooms and sweet little 
birds, choose this 
oh-so-pretty Bird 
and Flower decorative 
cushion by BHS, £12.  
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Karen Price saw beyond the unloved, derelict state of a 16th-century barn 
and its Victorian dairy to transform them into a colourful family home
Words JO PETERS  Styling HEATHER GRATTON  Photographs FIONA ARNOTT WALKER

The old dairy

The black timbers of the 
Victorian dairy, which 
now houses the family 
kitchen and dining area,  
contrasts beautifully 
with the terracotta 
pantiled roof

Karen loves 
growing her own 
vegetables, and is 
often accompanied 
to the veg plot by 
her faithful canine 
helper, chocolate 
labradoodle Bertie

W hen the time came for a change of scene and a gentler  
pace of life in the country for London-born Karen Price 
and her three young children, it seemed impossible for  
her to find anything other than tiny chocolate-box 
cottages with low ceilings. As charming as these 

properties were, she was looking for something different. 
It was on one of Karen’s many online property searches that the image  

of a derelict black timber barn jumped out and, on her first viewing, she 
knew instantly that it was the property for her. Despite the fact it had a  
dirt floor and was leaning to one side, the vast size of the barn, with its 
original terracotta roof, won Karen over, and once she saw the Victorian 
dairy attached, she knew it would make a wonderful family home.

‘The barn was in a great location, almost completely on its own, but  
near the market town of Beccles and only 20 minutes from a good school,’ 
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OWNER  Karen Price, who runs 
online and pop-up furniture and 
homeware store, Curious Chair 
Company, lives here with grown-
up children Megan, Molly and 
Jack, and labradoodle Bertie
PROPERTY  A Grade II-listed 
16th-century timber-framed  
barn attached to a Victorian 
former dairy in Suffolk
ESSENTIAL REPAIRS  Insulation, 
underfloor heating and drainage 
were installed, as well as new 
chimneybreasts, and a linking 
stairway for the two buildings. 
Karen also replaced a condemned 
1960s farm building with a new 
timber-framed barn, which she 
uses as a shop; she runs the 
bedroom above as a B&B 
LAYOUT  The main barn is an 
uninterrupted open-plan living 
space with three en suite 
bedrooms off each corner and 
one on a stilted mezzanine. At  
the back is the dairy, which 
houses the kitchen and dining 
area, boot room and larder

The project

ABOVE  Karen 
bought the kitchen 
from a reclamation 
yard and repainted 
it in Farrow & Ball’s 
Ball Green. The 
reclaimed sink 
was re-enamelled 
by Dreammaker 
Bathrooms. A bold 
black and white rug 
by Green Decore 
can be used both 
inside and out, and 
contrasts perfectly 
with the terracotta 
floor tiles and  
dark red Aga

recalls Karen. ‘It was down an unmarked track neighbouring 
the meadow that I now rent, and I remember my stomach 
flipping with excitement when I first saw the pantiled roof. 
Inside, the barn was semi-derelict, with animal feeders in the 
dairy, and I couldn’t even get to any of the cart lodges, which 
were later to become the bedrooms.’ 

Bravely, Karen decided to buy the property for £90,000 in 
1999, and it turned out to be a smart investment. ‘The barn 
came with planning permission already in place but it was due 
to expire three weeks after we completed the purchase if work 
wasn’t started,’ she explains. ‘So I had to persuade the builder 
to send in a couple of guys with some shovels to dig a hole in 
the garden to look as if work had commenced. It didn’t really 
start for another six months!’ 

Given the property’s Grade II listing, transforming the  
barn had to be handled as sensitively as possible. ‘The exterior 
is almost exactly as I first saw it,’ says Karen. ‘I’ve just built  
a brand-new home inside its skin. I had it double insulated, 
installed underfloor heating, completely rewired the place  
and, most important of all, put in drainage. The barn originally 
had water but no sewerage system – all the basics that cost  
a fortune but are sadly invisible!’  

ABOVE  A ceramic collection by Karen’s 
neighbour, Mick Arnold, sits in an old  
wooden shelving unit sourced from  
School Farm Antiques
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Originally from an 
old monastery, the 
dining table in the 
former dairy fills the 
space comfortably 
– long enough to 
seat up to 14, but 
only 75cm wide, so 
suitable for just two 
people. The various 
individual ceramic 
bowls are all made 
by Mick Arnold, with 
terracotta floor tiles 
from Fired Earth

Readers’ Homes
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An array of cheerful 
cushions in clashing 
prints adds further 
vibrancy to the 
Svenskt Tenn 
sofa from Liberty, 
upholstered in Josef 
Frank’s Brazil linen. 
Karen made the 
green cushion from 
a Tommy Bahama 
fabric that she 
imported from the 
US, with the others 
sourced from Archie 
Mac in Brixton, all 
sold by Curious 
Chair Company
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The main barn and dairy were essentially two huge box-like 
structures that Karen had to make habitable and build a bit of 
homely character into – for example, two new chimneybreasts 
in the dairy and main barn, and a stairway to link the two. 
‘The omnipresent obstacle throughout the project was the 
planning restrictions, which forced me to be creative,’ she adds. 

Karen oversaw the building works by travelling from London 
up to Suffolk once a week. ‘It was a big task and absolutely 
terrifying, but I’ve always needed to see something before I’m 
able to move along with it,’ she says. ‘I had some battles with 
the planners, which was frustrating because without my input 
this beautiful building would have disintegrated.’ 

In fact, at one crucial stage, the builders had to straighten  
the whole roof by shifting it manually – the original 16th-
century timbers creaking all the while, like an old ship. ‘I 
couldn’t bear to watch,’ recalls Karen. ‘I had to make sure  
that I was off site that day!’ But she kept her nerve and saw  

Readers’ Homes

the build through. ‘It took more than three years to achieve, 
and it still has a life of its own.’

All of the original beams were retained and in certain areas, 
such as the cart lodges, green oak beams were put in place to 
take any extra load. Thankfully, however, there was no need 
for new footings. In the family room in the main barn, a 
new mezzanine floor was constructed, again using green oak 
beams, creating a living space for Karen’s middle daughter, 
and giving the barn a cosier, more family-friendly feel. 
Scandinavian-style bunk beds were built up there, along with 
a walk-in wardrobe and study space, and the whole area was 
replastered using an authentic, rough finish.

ABOVE  The spacious living area 
in the main barn, with its beamed 
ceiling and full-height glazed 
doors, demands impactful pieces. 

The low coffee table was made 
from a slab of cherrywood, and 
Karen bought the silk rug when 
she lived in Hong Kong
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The en suite to son 
Jack’s bedroom is 
decorated in a Nina 
Campbell wallpaper from 
Osborne & Little, with a  
reclaimed roll-top bath 
painted to echo the 
tones of the wall and 
Welsh slate floor. Karen 
has used Linen Cupboard 
White – a chalk paint 
sourced from the US – on 
the walls throughout the 
barn, as a softer 
backdrop to the more 
intense accent colours
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Sustainability also played a key part in the project. ‘I used as 
many reclaimed materials as possible,’ says Karen, ‘including 
Tudor bricks and a locally sourced Bessemer beam for the 
fireplace, which now houses the wood-burner.’ The original 
Yorkstone threshing floor had to be removed when the floor 
was insulated and underfloor heating installed, so the stone 
has been recycled for the path leading to the front door and 
stepped entrance. ‘The maximum floor tile depth had to be 
below 20mm,’ says Karen, ‘so I used Welsh slate slips instead.’

In furnishing the barn, Karen admits that she did make a 
few initial mistakes. ‘I fell into the trap of “theming” the look,’ 
she says. ‘I bought all sorts of vernacular paraphernalia, but 
soon after moving in realised it just looked wrong. Instead, I 
listened to my instincts and quickly learned the lesson of scale 
and colour – dark, rich colours sit almost as a prerequisite 
against the property’s darker medieval areas.’ 

Karen’s eclectic style is perfect for the barn, which she 
has filled with collected pieces from Hong Kong and Japan, 
inherited furniture from her parents, and more contemporary 
designs. She also loves exotic tropical prints for wallpapers 
and textiles. ‘Anything well designed and with good lines can 
complement a dramatic space like this,’ she says. 

Karen is understandably very proud of how her home has 
evolved. ‘I’m glad it took three years to renovate because it  
has kept growing in character as it’s gradually morphed from  
a rural building into a domestic one,’ she says. ‘I love the way  
it has slowly became a home with a really big heart.’ 

With her talent for interior styling – combining furnishings 
in striking prints and tones, and sourcing individual designs – 
Karen has transformed a collection of unloved farm buildings 
into a stunning workspace and home.  

Readers’ Homes

ABOVE  At the  
edge of the garden, 
sheltered by trees 
on all sides, is a 
1960s Ace caravan, 
which Karen has 

recently refurbished. 
Now affectionately 
known as Maud,  
it makes a quirky 
summerhouse – the 
perfect place to 

escape the easterly 
winds. The interiors 
are a riot of vintage 
fabrics in clashing 
prints, all sourced 
on Ebay



TRUSTPILOT
CALL US: 0800 862 0878 12,000 HAPPY CUSTOMERSVICTORIANPLUMBING.CO.UK DISCOVER MORE ONLINE

QUALITY BATHROOMS
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Style notes
Echo Karen’s colourful interior with bold 
patterned pieces and eclectic furniture

For suppliers’ details, turn to stockists page
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1 BATH  Fired Earth’s 
enamelled cast-iron 
Versailles slipper bath 
can be painted in any 
of its colours, or ready 
primed for a pared-down 
look. H78xW73xL150cm, 
it comes with chrome, 
polished nickel or primed 
feet, from £2,100. 
2 RADIATOR  This Classic 
radiator is reminiscent 
of old school designs. 

H37.5xW49xD13.5cm, it’s 
shown here in terracotta, 
from £366 at Bisque. 
3 SOFA  Create a focal 
point with a smart sofa 
design in an eye-catching 
fabric. Sofa Workshop’s 
Tom Foolery, upholstered 
in Sanderson’s Still Life 
Teal Multi, looks fantastic 
teamed with the sleek 
metal legs, H79xW252x 
D90cm, from £1,889.

4 PAINT  Subtle tones 
with a chalky feel create 
a matt fi nish perfect 
for period properties. 
Benjamin Moore Paint’s 
Ipanema, in Regal Select 
Matte or Flat, suits this 
look, £17 for 0.94ltrs.
5 CHAIR  Named after 
its ‘Yoke-back’ curved 
headrest, this style of chair 
is thought to resemble 
the winged hats of 

Chinese mandarins. 
H110xW56xD46cm, it’s 
made from solid elm with a 
rattan seat, £365, Shimu.
6 CUSHION  Add a bold 
accent with this digitally 
printed Snowfl ake design 
by Sophia O’Conner. 
Handmade from organic 
cotton and natural linen, 
it costs £50 at In-Spaces. 
7 LIGHT  For a pretty 
light display above a 

kitchen island or dining 
table, invest in a ceramic 
fi xed pendant light with 
an aged pole from The 
French House. H65–
100xDia.34cm, £99.
8 RUG  This striking 
Geometric wool rug from 
Barker & Stonehouse is 
on trend as well as warm 
underfoot. From £150 for 
W120xL170cm, it can be 
made in eight  weeks.  
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Thank you to our customers, staff, suppliers and associates, here’s to the next 10 years!
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Readers’ Homes

When jewellery maker Kelly Smithson and her family found  
this former farmworker’s cottage close to the North Downs  

Way, they set about moulding it into their dream home
Words PIPPA BLENKINSOP  Styling KAREN MCBAIN  Photographs DARREN CHUNG  

New country charm
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Readers’ Homes

We wanted more space, a large garden, and  
a rural feel,’ says Kelly Smithson of the search 
for a new home she and husband Ed began 
back in 2006. A fairly simple task you might 
think, but when the search is limited to within 

a 30-mile radius of London, it’s not that straightforward, as  
the couple know only too well.

 Having lived in Wimbledon for 10 years, and with two 
young children, the couple were eager to swap city living 
for a more tranquil family lifestyle, but needed to be within 
commuting distance of London. Keen to stay on the south-west 
side, the pair decided to focus their hunt in and around the 
historic market town of Guildford in Surrey. ‘It has everything 
you would need and it’s only 35 minutes from Waterloo by 
train,’ says Kelly. But, of course, there were plenty of other 
migrating city dwellers with the same idea. ‘There are not 
many properties in central Guildford with big gardens and 
it was already a popular destination 10 years ago. There was 
hardly anything suitable coming up,’ she recalls. Aware that 
competition was fierce, Kelly took it upon herself to phone 
up the local estate agents almost every day to find out if there 
were any new acquisitions. ‘We probably looked at four in six 
months,’ she says. ‘Eventually, I called one day and this had just 
come onto the market, so we went to view it straight away.’ 

 The property in question was a former farmworker’s cottage, 
tucked away down a quiet lane, encompassed by a large 
landscaped garden spread over several levels and surrounded 

OWNER  Kelly Smithson, founder 
of jewellery brand Cabbage 
White England, lives here with 
her husband Ed, who works  
in the City, their son, Albie,  
13, daughter, Poppy, 11,  
and Herbie the dog
PROPERTY  A detached former 
farmworker’s cottage dating 
back to the 1880s, set on the 
outskirts of Guildford, Surrey
ESSENTIAL REPAIRS  The property 
had been well maintained by 
the previous owners; Kelly and 
Ed have put their own creative 
stamp on the space and 
installed new bathrooms 
LAYOUT  The property has three 
bedrooms, two bathrooms, a 
kitchen-diner, two reception 
rooms and a home office. The 
couple have also converted the 
garage into a home studio

The project

LEFT  ‘I love the 
kitchen,’ says Kelly.  
‘It has beautiful 
views of the 
garden.’ She chose 
to accessorise the 
space with colourful 
patterned pieces
RIGHT  Kelly’s love 
of vintage fabrics, 
combined with 
Ed’s passion for 
contemporary art, 
makes their home 
a delightful mix of 
colour and pattern. 
Here, a painting 
by American artist 
Sage Vaughn sits 
alongside a curtain 
made from a vintage 
Cath Kidston sailing 
boat print

PREVIOUS PAGE 
Set in a generous 
plot and surrounded 
by a mature garden, 
Kelly and Ed 
Smithson’s cottage 
appears to be deep 
in the countryside, 
yet it’s actually only  
35 minutes from 
central London 
OPPOSITE  The 
couple inherited 
classic Shaker-style 
kitchen cabinets, 
then refreshed 
them with duck-
egg blue paint. 
The dining area is 
finished with classic 
country pieces – a 
farmhouse table and 
painted church pew 
– paired with iconic 
Eames DSW chairs
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by mature trees. Combine this setting with a red-brick exterior 
covered in creepers and winding wisteria, complete with 
painted timber windows, and you have all the ingredients of a 
quintessential English cottage – it’s no wonder that Kelly and 
Ed fell in love with it. 

‘It was just so pretty and the location is perfect; it’s only a 
10-minute walk into Guildford town centre, yet it’s right by 
the North Downs Way,’ says Kelly. ‘You can go walking out on 
the hills in one direction, or go down to the River Wey in the 
other. And although the house was smaller than we wanted, it 
has a big garden, which makes it feel really secluded as though  
you’re in a country village – that’s why we loved it. We were  
so lucky to find it.’ 

  What the house lacked in size, it made up for in condition. 
‘We were happy to do up a property – we did up our last two 
places in Wimbledon – however, we were fortunate with this 
because the previous owners had looked after it so well,’ says 
Kelly. In addition, the interior boasted plenty of original 
period features, including Victorian floor tiles in the hallway 
and beautiful timber doors throughout. ‘The whole place had 
been stripped back and painted white; it was the perfect blank 
canvas for us to add our own style. 

‘Although we loved the rural feel, we didn’t want the  
interior to look twee or country-cottage like,’ she adds. ‘It’s 
quite a light and airy house, so we were keen to retain the 
calming atmosphere, but we wanted it to have a mix of old  
and new pieces – we like the juxtaposition of the two.’   

LEFT  Kelly placed a 
sofa in the kitchen-
diner to create a 
sociable family 
space. The classic 
polka dot cover and 
checked throw are 
paired with Graham 
& Green’s colourful 
Suzani and Felt 
Gypsy cushions 
BELOW  The 
couple’s Pure Evil 
Audrey Hepburn 
portrait hangs above 
a reupholstered 
antique chair
RIGHT  The living 
room is decorated 
in Farrow & Ball’s 
Strong White. 
Cream sofas and 
grey curtains 
create a neutral 
backdrop for the 
bright artworks and 
textiles, including 
a pair of graphic 
geometric prints 
by Maya Hayuk, a 
lambswool throw 
from RE, and 
cushions from 
Graham & Green
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Readers’ Homes
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Indeed, the completed look is an exciting blend of classic 
English country style with a colourful, urban twist, which not 
only reflects the property’s semi-rural position, but marries 
the couple’s individual styles. A muted Farrow & Ball palette, 
traditional prints and wallpapers from heritage British brands 
are enlivened with graphic contemporary art and eye-catching 
accessories.  ‘I like bright colour, but sometimes it can be a bit 
too overwhelming, so we chose to reserve it for soft furnishings 
and artworks; my husband likes street art and we have a big 
collection,’ says Kelly.

The eclectic look is carefully carried through into each room. 
In the living room, a pair of portrait prints of HM the Queen 
and Audrey Hepburn by graffiti artist Pure Evil sit alongside 
an elegant antique chair upholstered in floral fabric. In the 
kitchen, a quarry tiled floor and country-style dining table are 
teamed with Mid-century Eames chairs in a range of colours, 
and an antique pub mirror hangs on the wall. 

‘With the kitchen, we wanted to create an airy, open-plan 
family space. My parents bought the mirror about 50 years  
ago from a pub in Ireland,’ Kelly says. ‘My dad is a good 
source of antiques as he is an interior designer.’ She likes to 
use inherited pieces, but also regularly looks for antiques and 
vintage pieces herself: ‘Ardingly near Brighton is the best 
fleamarket by us; it’s massive.’ 

With the blending of interior styles successfully under their 
belt, the pair set about adapting the property into somewhere 
Kelly could also work. ‘I used to work in central London as 

LEFT  Kelly wanted 
to make use of the 
deep windowsill, 
so she hired a local 
carpenter to build a 
ladder and window 
seat and filled it with 
small cushions
RIGHT  Kelly hand 
makes all the 
jewellery for her 
business from a 
home studio, which 
she and Ed created 
from the property’s 
unused garage

OPPOSITE  The 
classic floral stripe 
of Zoffany’s Posey 
wallpaper gives 
daughter Poppy’s 
room an English 
cottage feel. 
Together, Kelly and 
Poppy découpaged 
the old school desk 
and chair 
RIGHT  The couple 
installed simple 
white bathroom 
suites and furniture 
to keep the space 
light and bright
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a TV producer, but when the children were little I wanted 
to be able to manage my own hours. I already had a degree 
in fine art, so decided to channel my creative side and take 
up silversmithing, which later developed into my business, 
Cabbage White,’ she explains. 

‘Initially I was working from the home office, but the 
business has expanded and I have a couple of people working 
with me now, meaning we needed more space, so we decided 
to create a studio out of what used to be quite a dilapidated 
garage. It’s light, airy and a lovely place to work.’

Now that the studio is complete, Kelly and Ed are looking to 
extend their cottage to create a more practical family layout. 
‘We’re planning to build a larger kitchen/dining area, add 
another living room, a study and another bathroom,’ explains 
Kelly. ‘At the moment the utility is in a separate building, so we 
want to make that part of the main house, too.’ It’s no wonder 
that, having secured a sought-after, secluded setting near the 
city, the couple have chosen to improve, rather than move.  

LEFT  Poppy’s 
French-style 
Charlotte bed 
came from Feather 
& Black. The 
personalised Retro 
Cinema Marquee 
Letter wall stickers 
from Oakene 
Designs at Not on 
the High Street add  
a playful touch
BELOW  A print 
by stencil artist 
Martin Whatson 
hangs above an 
original fireplace 
in Poppy’s room. 
Kelly reupholstered 
the Art-Deco style 
chair in Cath Kidston 
Polka Dot fabric

LEFT  A cast- 
iron bed and 
vintage Laura 
Ashley patchwork 
bedspread keep the 
master bedroom in 
tune with the rural 
English look, while 
framed artworks of 
the couple’s initials 
by street artist Ben 
Eine give a nod to 
their urban roots 
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1 ARTWORK  This 
limited-edition Vas 
Colour digital print by 
Leigh Bagley is inspired 
by the colours of the 
Mediterranean, H45x 
W33cm, £60, Artfinder. 
2 BASKET  Perfect for 
storing toys, blankets or 
magazines, this versatile 
fair trade Natural Belly 
basket is handmade  
by female artisans in 

Vietnam. Dia.35cm,  
it costs £25 at Olli Ella. 
3 SOFA  A classic style 
with deep comfy seats, 
The Carrick is the sofa  
for relaxing in. Seen here 
as a three-seater in Shell 
brushed linen cotton, 
H90xW216xD102cm, 
£1,500 from Sofa.com, 
you can also choose from 
luxurious velvets, plain 
linens or bold patterns.

4 CUSHION  Add a 
splash of colour with this 
Bluebellgray Pom Pom 
cushion in bright Saffron 
linen. Handmade in the 
UK, it’s £58 from Amara.
5 TABLE  Designed to 
look equally at home in  
a country cottage as a 
modern townhouse, 
Neptune’s Chichester 
six-seater dining table is 
finished in Limestone 

paint and has an oak top, 
H75xW170xD90cm, £855. 
6 TEACUP AND SAUCER  
One of Villeroy & Boch’s 
signature dinnerware 
patterns, Petite Fleur has 
a charming design that 
features delicate violets, 
daisies, rose hips and 
forget-me-knots. Cup, 
£29.90; saucer, £20. 
7 LAMP  The Ginger table 
light in chrome can be 

raised or lowered to 
create the perfect light. 
H68xW45cm, it costs 
£355 at Original BTC. 
8 CHAIR  This Eames-
style dining chair comes 
in 12 colours inspired by 
the Mid-century modern 
palette. Shown in Aqua, 
contrasted with solid 
beech legs and steel 
cross wires. H81xW47x 
D53cm, £49, Danetti.  
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Team bold brights and classic  
pieces to copy Kelly’s unique style

Style notes
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Colours
SEAof 

   the 
Inspired by their love of strong colours 
and the nearby coastline, the Gavins 
have transformed their Grade II-listed 
farmhouse into a vibrant  family home
Words JANE STACEY  Photographs HUNTLEY HEDWORTH  



Readers’ Homes

periodliving.co.uk  MAY 2016  75

OWNERS  Christie Gavin, an 
ambassador for Landworks,  
a scheme to help ex-prisoners 
back into the community, and 
husband Peter, an investment 
manager, live here with their 
children Luke and Ivo, who are 
in their early 20s, India, 18, and 
their two Jack Russell terriers, 
Tilly and Rusky 
PROPERTY  The six-bedroom 
house in the South Hams area 
of Devon is set in two acres of 
land. It is Grade II listed, with 
older sections dating back to 
1602. Other parts were added 
in the 18th and 19th centuries 
ESSENTIAL REPAIRS  The previous 
owners had left the property 
in good repair; however, the 
Gavins decided to do some 
extra building work
LAYOUT  At the end of the 
house was a two-storey open-
fronted barn that was used 
as undercover parking, with a 
storage room above. Christie 
and Peter have turned the open 
space below into a playroom 
and created an en suite master 
bedroom above. They also 
added a guest bathroom  

The project
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ABOVE  The large 
hallway, with its 
magnificent 18th-
century staircase, 
doubles as a music 
room. The striking 
wall colour is David 
Oliver’s Beetlenut.
The Victorian 
painting of a dog 
was inherited and 
the rug is from a 
Marrakech market
RIGHT  A Dovre 
wood-burning stove 
and comfortable 
sofas create a 
warm welcome in 
the hallway. The 
Devon seascape is 
by acclaimed local 
artist Sarah Gillespie
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Christie Gavin recalls how when she and her family 
drove down the steep leafy lane to the farmhouse 
they were viewing near the south Devon coast, there 
was an audible ‘wow’ from the back seat. ‘The kids 
loved it immediately. We got out of the car and they 

ran round the garden and up and down the stairs.’ 
That was 17 years ago, when the children were very young.

She and husband Peter were also excited by the property, which 
was a complete change from their small three-bedroom home 
in Shepherd’s Bush in London. Even so, it was a big step when 
they decided to buy the house and move to an area where they 
had no friends or family. ‘Peter loves sailing and for some years 
we’d been coming here for holidays and weekends, and for 
perhaps two or three years we’d been looking in a casual way 
in estate agents’ windows,’ explains Christie. ‘But it was  
a mad sudden plunge when we did go ahead.’ 

The reason for the hurry was that their house in London sold 
far more quickly than they thought it might. They loved where 
they were living, but as the family grew it was bursting at the 
seams. ‘We were always keen to move to a big house when we 
could. I spent my childhood in a sprawling home in a village 
in Wiltshire and hoped our children could enjoy a similar 
childhood in the country, too.’  

The property was in good condition, but the Gavins still 
wanted to make their mark on it straightaway. ‘We arrived 
with boxes and boxes full of books. Peter, in particular, is a 
great reader and there were no bookcases anywhere in the   

ABOVE  The small 
painting of a young 
girl wearing a 
clown’s hat and 
the Staffordshire 
pottery piece on top 
of the piano were 
both inherited

TOP  The living 
room wall colour 
was specially mixed 
by a local craftsman 
to suit the couple’s 
coastal palette. The 
round mirror dates 
from around 1890
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house, so we’ve added them all over the place,’ says Christie.  
They enlisted the help of a local carpenter, who initially added 
a wall of bookshelves in the hall as well as shelves either side  
of the fireplace in the dining room. 

That was one problem easily remedied. Deciding how to get 
a playroom and more bathrooms into the property needed 
more thought and planning. The end of the farmhouse had 
an open-fronted barn attached, with a large room on top. 
‘Apparently, the farmer originally kept his tractors below but 
had a ballroom above. Some sort of folie de grandeur, I guess.’ 

Christie and Peter enlisted the help of local architect Roderick 
James, who drew up plans to make the most of the height of 
the upper room to design a green oak ceiling structure, which  
has been left exposed to retain a barn-like feel for their 
bedroom. At the far end of the space, an en suite bathroom 
was created and at the other end, next to the guest bedroom, 
a guest bathroom was added. With these major alterations in 
place, Christie could get on with redecorating the house to 
their taste. ‘When we moved in, most of the walls were cream 
and white and everywhere had a rose-coloured fitted carpet.    

‘When we moved in, most of the walls 
were cream and white. It was very 

pleasant, but we like lots of colour’ 
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ABOVE  A Britannia 
range cooker by the 
doorway and an 
Everhot range keep 
the family warm and 
well fed. The walls are 
painted in Farrow & 
Ball’s Babouche, and 
bespoke units by Nick 
Kary in Little Greene’s 
Celestial Blue

TOP  The French 
dining table, which 
seats 22, is from 
The Old Cinema 
in London. The 
floorboard paint is 
Fired Earth’s Storm 
RIGHT  The old pine 
dressers came from 
a shop on London’s 
King’s Road
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It was certainly very pleasant but we like lots of colour. I 
remember when we picked the colour for our bedroom – 
Caribbean Blue. It was a bit of a mad choice, so we weren’t 
surprised when the painters asked if we were sure! We had just 
come back from a holiday in Antigua and all the houses are 
painted this colour there. It was an impulse decision, especially 
with the slightly different colour blue for the window frames, 
but one we don’t regret.’ The strongly coloured walls – many 
based on colours that the couple enjoyed in their former 
home – also make a good backdrop for the large and varied 
collection of prints and paintings displayed throughout the 
house. ‘I’ve been collecting since I was a teenager. And Peter 
and I have been buying together for a long time, too, as well  
as inheriting them over the years,’ says Christie. 

The furniture also came with them, and has been added to 
as both Christie and Peter have inherited pieces from their 
parents. ‘We sometimes joke that the only reason we had 
our large bedroom built was so we had somewhere to put the 
beautiful carpet that once belonged to my mother,’ she says. 

Despite knowing no one when they bought the house, the 
Gavins quickly made friends and now they can’t imagine living 
anywhere else. The sailing that first brought them here remains 
a constant enjoyment, as does that initial feeling of anticipation 
as they approach the house down the leafy lane.   

LEFT  With its green 
oak ceiling structure, 
walls in Caribbean 
Blue by Dulux and 
an oak bed made 
by Peter, the master 
bedroom is a blend 
of coastal and 
country styles 
BELOW  In the en 
suite bathroom,  
a bold painting by 
Cristina Rodriguez 
hangs above the 
roll-top bath from 
Antique Bathrooms 
of Ivybridge. The 
chandelier is from 
Tobys Reclamation 
in nearby Exeter 

‘We had just come back from 
Antigua and all the houses are 
painted this colour there’
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Style notes
Emulate Christie and Peter’s colourful 
home with rich tones and classic pieces 

For suppliers’ details, turn to stockists page
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1 PAINTING  Look out 
for classic-style artworks 
for your hallway or living 
room. We love this oil 
painting of a pointer dog 
in a heavy gilt frame from 
Brights of Nettlebed, 
H69xW80cm, £295. 
2 LAMP  Add a warm 
light to the hallway with 
the stunning ‘Boy on a 
pedestal with bowl’ table 
lamp. The coolie shade 

complements the base 
perfectly, H46cm, £625, 
Besselink & Jones.
3 CHEST OF DRAWERS 
Crafted from a mix of 
solid alder and American 
cherry veneers with a 
subtle lacquered fi nish, 
this French-inspired 
Lille chest, with fi ve 
deep drawers, will suit a 
townhouse or large family 
farmhouse. H130xW85x

D54cm, £1,449, from 
Willis & Gambier.
4 SOFA  Inspired by 
traditional kilim designs, 
the classically shaped 
Miss Adventure small 
sofa, from Sofa Workshop, 
is covered in Kelim 
Vintage Antique velvet 
that has been digitally 
printed with a faux-
weathered fi nish. H75x
W192xD98cm, £1,885. 

5 PAINT  Choose a 
deep yellow tone like 
Earthborn’s Humpty 
Dumpty for your kitchen. 
Derived from ochre 
clays, it provides a good 
background for painted 
furniture and accessories. 
Alternatively, warm up a 
north-facing hallway with 
a rich-toned paint, like 
this Fruit Salad colour. 
Earthborn Claypaint 

is hardwearing, with a 
creamy co nsistency, so 
it will protect the wall as 
well as adding depth to 
the space, £36 for 2.5ltrs. 
6 CANDELABRA  
Cold cast in resin and 
brass, this gold cherub 
candelabra re-creates 
Renaissance detailing 
and the warmth of real 
gilding. H51cm, it costs 
£115 at Within Home.  
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Happy childhood memories of summers in the 
Swedish country prompted Katti Grönstedt to restore 
a farmhouse and barn, fi lling them with light and colour
Words & styling ÅSA TIDSTRAND WINBERG Photographs GABRIELLA DAHLMAN

Northern
BRIGHTS

The hallway is a lovely place to sit 
down with a cup of tea after some 

digging in the garden. The chair 
is from a fl eamarket in Österlen, 

the cushion is from House Doctor, 
and the table was inherited

Readers’ Homes
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Beside a winding country road, surrounded by 
rapeseed fields and sugar beets, Katti Gröndstedt 
found her dream home, a smallholding that had  
not been farmed for many years. ‘I wanted to  
turn it into a welcoming weekend retreat and 

inspiring place for friends and family to visit,’ she says. 
The property is located in Österlen, which is known as 

Sweden’s Provence. Katti’s love affair with this region began 
in the 1950s, when she was growing up in Stockholm. Every 
summer the family piled into the car for the long journey to 
the country’s most southerly tip. There, just by the sea, her 
aunts had a summer home, and after the seven-hour trek Katti 
and her two brothers felt like they’d arrived in paradise.  

So when, in early 2000, Katti returned to the area by chance, 
all the magic of this part of the world came rushing back 
to her. She started thinking forward to retirement and was 
determined to find a house here for herself and dog Cooper.  

OWNER  Katti Grönstedt (right),  
a healthworker, lives here  
with her daughter Hannah, 21, 
and dog Cooper
PROPERTY  A smallholding and 
converted barn, built in 1880,  
in Österlen, south Sweden
ESSENTIAL REPAIRS  The house 
needed a new roof, plus 
windows, doors and floors 
were replaced. Katti also 
adapted a former tractor shed, 
incorporating it into the living 
space as a covered veranda
LAYOUT  A former barn is now  
a spacious summer living  
room, with a cosy snug for 
colder weather, a kitchen  
and two bedrooms

The project

LEFT  The sunny 
summer living room 
was once the farm’s 
main barn. Katti 
fitted new wooden 
floors and windows, 
and every surface 
has had a coat 
of whitewash to 
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enhance the sense 
of light and space 
ABOVE  On one 
side of the property 
was a huge old 
tractor shed, which 
dominated the 
vista and blocked 
light to the house. 

Katti’s solution was 
to demolish half of 
the shed, adapting 
the remainder into 
an American-style 
covered veranda, 
where she loves to 
sit and enjoy the 
country views



Thus Katti and Cooper ended up, on a beautiful day, in the 
tiny hamlet of Blästorp, just outside Hammenhög in Österlen. 
‘I happened to hear of an elderly couple, Bengt and Helga, who 
wanted to sell their family home,’ says Katti. ‘I felt a bit hesitant 
at first, but when Bengt showed me around and opened up the 
big barn doors, I knew I wanted to stay here. The view outside 
was tremendous: the endless fields, the colours and the wide 
sky. Not to mention the prospect of clear starry nights. I fell 
head over heels for the house and its location.’ 

It didn’t take long for Katti to become the proud owner of 
the property, although she kept it as a summer retreat for 10 
years, while restoring it, before moving in permanently three 
years ago. The farm dates back to the 19th century and when 
she took it on, it consisted of just a small, narrow residential 
section, connected to a barn and a huge tractor shed. ‘This 
part of the farm was so big that it shaded the entire courtyard 
and spoilt almost all of the views. I decided to cut it down the 
middle, much to Bengt and Helga’s horror,’ she laughs. All 
that remains of the tractor shed, is a small part that has been 
transformed into an American-style covered veranda. Here, 
Katti spends almost the entire summer, whatever the weather. 
A generously sized table, terracotta pots and Moroccan 
lanterns create a beautiful setting for outdoor living. 

Now that he’s seen the completed renovations, Bengt is 
impressed with the results and has learnt to have faith in 
Katti’s style decisions for his old home. Since he and his wife 
Helga haven’t moved far away, Katti often invites them back 
for a coffee. ‘The most important thing in a home is that you 
feel welcome,’ she says, and it’s a mantra she extends to many 
visitors who love to come and enjoy the fresh air and space. 

Behind the veranda is the original barn, now a spacious  
living room, while the rest of the house is much more like a 
cosy cottage, making a marked contrast with the airy living 
room, or summer room, as it is known. It is perfect for late 
dinners around the large table. On chilly evenings Katti  
curls up on the sofa to watch the sun go down – it casts a 
beautiful light through the large windows.

There is not an inch of the house that Katti hasn’t touched. 
Most floors have been ripped up, insulated and replaced with 
new wooden flooring. A new roof has been put on, and the old 

ABOVE  Brightly 
striped cushions 
update an old oak 
table in the kitchen, 
while blackboard 
paint lends a  
playful touch to the 
interior door. The 
pendant light is 
from Louis Poulsen
RIGHT  A rocking 
chair from Gemla 
and giant map 
add interest. For 
an outsize map 
print, try Maps 
International

RIGHT  Simple
white kitchen  
units from Ikea  
are teamed with  
a wooden worktop 
and colourful 
accessories to 
create a cheerful, 
modern country 
look. The cooker  
is from Gorenje
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Katti made a 
dresser from two 
separate parts – the 
lower section came 
from a fleamarket 
and the glazed wall 
cabinet is a French 
antique – perfect 
for a relaxed display 
of her favourite 
china and glassware
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trusses have been replaced. The walls have been replastered, 
and replica doors and windows have been fitted to replace the 
rotten originals. ‘It has been a tough renovation, and it took  
a while,’ says Katti. ‘But eventually I found a great group of 
local craftspeople and builders that I could trust.’ 

After two years of building work, at last it was time for 
Katti to enjoy the old farmhouse, and she couldn’t wait to 
get stuck into the interior details. ‘I was so pleased to finally 
start decorating. Most of all I wanted to create a peaceful and 
harmonious environment.’ Harmonious, yes, but Katti still 
likes to make things stand out. ‘Do not be afraid of contrasts,’ 
she says. ‘They often become much more exciting: large versus 
small, bright colours mixed with pastels, new shiny things 
with older pieces.’ Indeed, when it comes to old treasures, Katti 
has a passion for antique and salvaged finds and at one time 
ran her own antiques shop, so the farmhouse interior is an 
exciting mix of heirlooms, fleamarket finds and new modern 
design. Folk art meets 1950s style and Moroccan artefacts – it’s 
an exciting blend and makes it immediately clear that this is the 
home of someone with a great sense of colour and composition.

It’s not just the interiors that have benefited from Katti’s 
artistic eye. Now that she has time for the garden, she has 
started to stock it with an interesting mix of exotic pot plants 
and old Swedish roses that have been in the area for centuries. 
And there’s still plenty of space for Cooper to run around in.

‘The creativity that comes with a project like this has given 
me endless strength throughout the renovation,’ she says. ‘My 
greatest happiness is, after a long car journey from work, when 
I finally arrive here, and open up the big doors to the beautiful 
view and the great calmness. This is total freedom for me.’  

RIGHT  In the cosy 
living room, which is 
part of the original 
farmhouse, a day 
bed from Asko, 
covered in colourful 
cushions, along 
with Batik curtains 
bought on holiday 
in Malaysia, make a 
bold statement

ABOVE  Katti’s  
antique English 
cast-iron bed from 
Degeberga has  
been dressed with 
a lace bedspread 
picked up at a 
fleamarket. The 
colourful rug came 
from Katti’s own 
shop and the chair  
is an inherited piece
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Style notes
Mix iconic designs with bright, 
printed accessories to mimic 
Katti’s Scandinavian home

For suppliers’ details, turn to stockists page
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1 LIGHT  The iconic 
Louis Poulson PH 3½-3 
pendant is made from 
lightweight aluminium 
and comes in four retro 
colours, shown in Red. 
H30.5xDia.33cm, it costs 
£632.50 at Houseology. 
2 FLOORING  Luxury vinyl 
tiles are a practical choice. 
Hardwearing and easy to 
clean, Amtico’s Signature 
range comes in a variety 

of colours that you can 
combine to create your 
own fl oor design. Shown 
is Marcasite and Stardust 
White, both £70 per m2. 
3 CUSHION  Add a 
fl oral touch to your sofa 
with this embroidered 
Hedblomster cotton 
cushion, which costs 
£15 from Ikea.
4 CHAIR  Made by hand 
in Denmark, the stylish 

Bloomingville chair is 
fi nished in practical 
natural rattan. H80x
W68xD74cm, it’s 
priced £395 from 
Out There Interiors.
5 FABRIC  Hide pipes 
or appliances behind a 
homemade curtain. Ian 
Mankin’s cotton Britannia 
ticking fabric in Dark 
Navy, £24.50 per m, has 
country cottage appeal. 

6 VASE  Pop contrasting 
brightly coloured fl owers 
into this handmade 
turquoise Gems Wibble 
vase by Dartington. It’s 
priced £30 at Amara. 
7 BED  Available in white 
and antiqued silver as well 
as black (shown), And so 
to Bed’s Victorian-style 
Juniper bed is handmade 
from fi ne cast tubular 
steel with brass rails 

and cannonball knobs. 
Priced £1,525 for a double, 
it also comes in single, 
king and super-king size. 
8 RUG  Inject Far Eastern 
style with this Fusion 
Manisa kelim rug. Made 
from 100 per cent wool, it 
has a wonderful intricate 
pattern and authentic-
style tassels. Prices start 
from £70 for W60xL120cm 
at John Lewis.   
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Deacon & Sandys of  Benenden, Kent have been creating 16th & 17th century
architectural joinery and furniture using traditional methods since 1976.

+44 (0)1580 243331
www.deaconandsandys.co.uk &Deacon

Sandys

Deacon & Sandys PL & WT ads 1-4 (Jan'16)_D&S 1/4 page  13/01/2016  11:44  Page 2

Capital Fireplaces offer a wide range of contemporary and traditional fi replaces, fi res and stoves. View the complete collection online at www.capitalfi replaces.co.ukCapital Fireplaces is one of the UK’s leading suppliers of contemporary and traditional fi replaces, fi res 
and stoves. To request a brochure or to fi nd your nearest retailer visit: www.capitalfi replaces.co.uk
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Gardens

The works of Shakespeare are peppered with references to 
gardening and fl owers, so to mark the 400th anniversary 
of his death, we take a stroll around the gardens of Anne 
Hathaway’s Cottage, forever associated with the Bard
Words JACKIE BENNETT  Photographs ANDREW LAWSON

Flowers o’
the season
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R epresenting the youthful Shakespeare is the 
quintessential English country garden of Anne 
Hathaway’s Cottage. In the summer of 1582, 
William, aged 18, met 26-year-old Anne, whose 
family farmed in the village of Shottery, just west of 

his home in Stratford-upon-Avon. What followed on from their 
courtship ensured that Anne’s birthplace, and particularly the 
garden surrounding the thatched homestead, became one of 
the most famous places associated with the playwright.

What we see now as a garden was then a working farmyard, 
with barns, hayricks and dung heaps, as well as geese, 
chickens and dogs foraging around for scraps. So how did 
a working farmyard become one of the world’s best-known 
cottage gardens? In many ways, the transformation of Anne 
Hathaway’s Cottage encapsulates the rise of interest in cottage 
gardening and the way working plots gradually became more 
decorative. Before the 18th century there is very little evidence 
of what we would now think of as a cottage garden – with 
flowers, fruit and vegetables mingled artfully together.

In Tudor times, if a poor cottager had any land at all for  
their own use that was not given over to keeping a pig or hens, 
it would have been dedicated to growing something edible and 
perhaps some medicinal herbs. Flowers crept in by way of 
people digging something interesting up from the hedgerows 
or fields and nurturing it in their garden. This is how wild 
plants became selected for gardens.

It was around the 1820s that the name ‘Anne Hathaway’s 
Cottage’ was first coined. Interest in viewing Shakespeare-



PREVIOUS PAGE  
The garden of 
Anne Hathaway’s 
Cottage is filled with 
traditional cottage 
garden flowers
OPPOSITE TOP  
Giant mullein, 
Verbascum thapsus, 
thrives in the 
garden’s borders 
OPPOSITE BOTTOM   
Roses planted 
against the house 
include vibrant red 
Rosa ‘Danse du feu’
LEFT  Roses and 
delphiniums line the 
path to the raised 
brick terrace, which 
was designed by 
Ellen Willmott

Gardens
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related places had been growing since the late 18th century, 
and visitors wanted to see the place where Shakespeare’s wife 
was born and raised. Over the course of the next 50 years, 
the farm gradually became a garden. By 1850, the barn had 
been pulled down and, by the 1860s, there were shrubs near 
the house; to the south were vegetable-growing areas, with 
cabbages, currants and climbing beans. Photographs from the 
late 19th century show that the house had been ‘prettified’ with 
a few roses, rosemary bushes and hollyhocks (Alcea), and the 
exterior of the house itself began to take on a more ‘cared-for’ 
appearance. The Shakespeare Birthplace Trust bought the 
cottage in 1892, and it began to take on a wider cultural status.

THE GARDEN TODAY
Visitors today enter the 12-acre garden through a walkway of 
sweet peas, Lathyrus odoratus, trained up a framework of hazel 
twigs, cut from the garden. These heritage varieties change 
each year but always include the ones that arrived in Britain in 
the 17th century – ‘Cupani’ and ‘Matucana’ – and those with 
Shakespearian connections, such as white-flowered ‘Romeo’ 
and ‘Juliet’. There is also salmon-pink ‘Miss Willmott’, named 
in 1906 for Ellen Willmott, the gardener who laid out the 
gardens around the house.

The three cottage beds devised by Ellen are still very much 
as they have always been. Plants are divided and redistributed, 
but many are the original varieties that she introduced, 
including columbine, or aquilegia, lungwort (pulmonaria), 
delphinium, cranesbill (geranium), gentian, stachys, daisies 

RIGHT  Rows of 
vegetables make 
best use of the 
sunny slope. The 
beds are resown 
and planted every 
year with salad and 
vegetable varieties, 
including lovage
(Levisticum 
officinale), corn 

salad (Valerianella 
locusta), lemon 
balm (Melissa 
officinalis) and 
Good King Henry 
(Chenopodium 
bonus-henricus). 
‘Green Globe’ 
artichokes are 
always a feature and 
a semi-permanent 

bed of blackcurrant 
‘Wellington’ gives a 
good crop of fruit 
BELOW  Sweet 
peas (Lathyrus 
odoratus) are 
trained up a 
framework of hazel 
twigs along the 
path leading to the 
cottage garden



periodliving.co.uk  MAY 2016  97

Gardens

Shakespeare’s Stratford Gardens
The five Stratford-upon-Avon gardens represent the 
different phases of Shakespeare’s life – from his birthplace 
in Henley Street, to his childhood playground at Mary 
Arden’s Farm; his courting days at Anne Hathaway’s 
Cottage, to his daughter Susanna’s house and garden, 
Hall’s Croft, built a few years after her marriage to the 
doctor, John Hall; and Shakespeare’s final home at New 
Place, now a Grade II-listed park and garden, all cared 
for by the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust. For details of 
opening times, prices and special 400th anniversary 
events, visit shakespeare.org.uk or call 01789 204016.
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This is an edited extract from Shakespeare’s 
Gardens by Jackie Bennett, photographs by 
Andrew Lawson (£25, Frances Lincoln). Period 
Living readers can buy it for the special price of 
£20, including free UK postage and packaging.  
Call 01903 828503 and quote offer code QPG411.

LEFT  Two orchards 
are managed under 
the Stewardship 
Scheme, and 
in this one the 
grass is allowed 
to grow longer 
before it is scythed 
down in July and 
cleared away – 
the traditional 
management 
routine of a hay 
meadow. The 
orchards include 
plums, apples, 
medlar and pear 
trees, and a 
healthy crop of 
mistletoe (Viscum 
album). Some of 
the orchard trees 
are approaching a 
century of growth 
BELOW  Blue and 
white Anemone 
blanda appear 
beneath the trees 
each spring

(leucanthemum), oriental poppies (Papaver orientale) and 
primula. The gardeners are always managing the growth, 
making sure that one species or cultivar does not threaten  
to spoil the cottage-style mixed planting. 

A recurring feature is the osier willow work, to be seen in 
screens, fences, tunnels and arbours. When the stems first 
come into leaf in spring, the arbours and fences are inspected 
for any parts that have not greened up and might be dead. If 
so, new stems are cut and woven in to fill in the gaps. Then in 
May or June, any unruly growth is trimmed back to make sure 
visitors can still get inside the tunnels and arbours. 

 
POETIC PLANTSMAN 
Shakespeare had an intuitive knowledge of wild flowers, as well 
as a growing interest in the new plants that were arriving in the 
late 16th and early 17th century. Anyone who has watched or 
read a Shakespearean play or sonnet will know that the natural 
world was part and parcel of his thought and speech. His 
upbringing in the town garden and orchard of his birthplace, 
on the fields of Shottery and Wilmcote, and Anne Hathaway’s 
Cottage, goes some way to explain how flowers and plants 
became such an effortless part of his language.  

Gardens





SUBSCRIPTION INVITATION
  I would like 12 issues of Period Living for just £36 by 
continuous Direct Debit, saving me over 25%

  I would like to subscribe to Period Living for £45.36 
for 12 issues, saving me 10%

The Direct Debit Guarantee This guarantee is o� ered by all banks and building societies that 
accept instructions to pay Direct Debits. If there are any changes to the amount, date or frequency 
of your Direct Debit, Centaur Home Interest Media will notify you at least 10 working days in 
advance of your account being debited or as otherwise agreed. If you request Centaur Home 
Interest Media to collect a payment, confi rmation of the amount and date will be given to you at 
the time of the request. If an error is made in the payment of your Direct Debit by Centaur Home 
Interest Media or your bank or building society, you are entitled to a full and immediate refund of 
the amount paid from your bank or building society. If you receive a refund you are not entitled 
to, you must pay it back when Centaur Home Interest Media asks you to. You can cancel a Direct 
Debit at any time by simply contacting your bank or building society. Written confi rmation may be 
required. Please also notify us. Direct Debits can ONLY be paid through a bank or building society. 
For overseas subscription o� ers, call +44 1527 834435. O� er ends 30 April 2016. This o� er is 
open to new UK subscribers only. Period Living would like to keep you up to date with news and 
o� ers. By providing your details you are consenting to receive this information from us and our 
parent company, Centaur Media plc. If you would prefer not to receive this information, please tick 
here ❑ Occasionally, with your consent, we may pass your details on to other carefully selected 
companies with a shared interest. If you would like us to do this, please tick here ❑

YOUR DETAILS
Title:      Forename:                     Surname:

Address:

                      Postcode:

Daytime tel no (inc area code):

Email:

METHOD OF PAYMENT

Name of bank:

Address of bank:

Postcode:

Name of account holder:

Sort code: 

Account no:
Please pay Centaur Home Interest Media Direct Debits from the account detailed on this 
instruction subject to safeguards assured by the Direct Debit guarantee. I understand that 
this instruction may remain with Centaur Home Interest Media and, if so, details will be 
passed electronically to my bank or building society.

Signature:       Date:

Instruction to your bank or building 
society to pay by Direct Debit
Originator’s identifi cation number 680309

  Please debit my: Visa/Mastercard/Amex/Maestro by £45.36

  I enclose a cheque made payable to Centaur Home 
Interest Media for the amount of £45.36

    Name on card: 

    Card number:

    Expiry date: ___ /___  Issue no/start date: ___  CSC: ____

    Signature:   Date:

Please complete this form and send it to:
Period Living Subscriptions, FREEPOST BM2127, 
2 Sugar Brook Court, Aston Road, Bromsgrove B60 3BR

Ph
oto

gr
ap

h 
D

A
N
 D

U
CH

A
RS

JUST 
£36 
FOR 12 
ISSUES



To subscribe online, visit periodliving.co.uk/may16
Call our subscriptions team on 01527 834484** 

Fill in the form and send it to our FREEPOST ADDRESS

* £36 for an annual subscription  ** O  ce hours: Monday to Thursday, 9am–5pm; Friday, 9am–4.30pm

Easy ways to subscribe 

SUBSCRIBE

FOR ONLY   
TODAY

£3per
issue*





Just Williams
Britain’s � ora and fauna has inspired 
illustrators and designers for centuries, 
and what better way to display some 
beautiful patterns from the V&A archives 
than on a new range of garden tools and 
accessories? � ese enamel mugs feature 
details from William Morris’ 19th-century 
Bower wallpaper (right) and a delicate 
18th-century design of textile printer 
William Kilburn (le� ), both £9.95, Wild & 
Wolf. (01225 789909; wildandwolf.com)

On the grapevine
Enjoy the first flushes of growth in the garden, 
and keep yourself busy pruning and planting 

Star plant
Name  Rosa Roald Dahl (Ausowlish)
Description  I named a new rose to mark 100 years since the birth of this 
eminent literary fi gure and as a tribute to his fi rst major success as a children’s 
author, with James and the Giant Peach. A percentage of sales from every 
rose sold will be donated to Roald Dahl’s Marvellous Children’s Charity.
Planting  Plant in the middle or back of a border or in a pot. It matures into 
a rounded shrub with few thorns and will grow to around H120xW90cm. 
The repeat-fl owering cupped rosette blooms have a lovely tea fragrance.
Top Tips  Don’t forget to dead-head the spent blooms during the summer 
as this will encourage even more fl owers.
By David Austin, breeder of the English Roses (davidaustinroses.com)  

Liven up the alfresco 
dining table with 
this Virginia Casa 
Clorofilla tomato pot, 
H11xDia.15cm, £30, 

Kensington Design. 
(020 7938 2000; 

kensingtondesign.com)

STUFFED
TOMATOES
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With breeding season underway, our 
birds are singing at their best. May 
sees the peak of the dawn chorus 
and the best time to hear their display 
is around sunrise, so it’s worth rising 
early to listen. Birds sing to defend 
their territories and attract a mate, 
and with some practice, you can learn 
to identify the species. Dunnocks 
and robins are among the earliest to 
warm up; then come the blackbirds 
and song thrushes, followed by wrens, 
tits, warblers and goldcrests. Find out 
more at rspb.org.uk/homes

WILD AT HEART

Gardens

Can you tell a greenfi nch 
from a cha�  nch? Test your 
ornithological knowledge 
while arranging a fl oral 
display in this Garden Birds 
glass vase, £28 from Laura 
Ashley. (lauraashley.com)

TWEET IT



Q Is it too late to prune 
my garden shrubs?

This rather depends 
upon the plant 
concerned. Many shrubs 
are best pruned during the 
winter dormant period, to avoid 
weakening the plant too much. 
For others, especially winter and 
spring-flowering varieties, however, 
now is the ideal time to prune them – 
as soon as flowering finishes but before 
growth really starts in earnest.

Early May is a good time to prune 
shrubs such as chaenomeles (flowering 
quince) and late-flowering forsythia – 
if not already done in April. Do this as 
soon as flowering finishes but before 
the plants fully leaf up. It is also when 
more tender shrubs, such as fuchsia, 
penstemon and phygelius are cut back, 
after the risk of frosts has passed.

Q Do I need to prune my 
rhododendron bushes? If so, how?

Rhododendrons rarely need much pruning, 
except removing old flowers and dead 
wood. If you have a lot of the latter, then it 
is the sign of an unhealthy plant. Pruning is 
best left until immediately after flowering, 
and plants should also be fed and mulched 
to maintain health and vigour.

Q I was told that I should prune my 
pyracantha now. How do I do this?

This rather depends upon how it is 
growing. If grown as a wall shrub, then 
remove any shoots coming out from the 
wall, and shorten other new growth to 
about 8cm. The latter principle applies 
equally to free-growing specimens, which 
if done regularly, encourages a profusion 
of fl owers and display of berries.  

Mick is a gardening writer and senior 
lecturer in horticulture at Writtle College    

Gardening 
expert Mick 
Lavelle provides 
quick answers 
and easy 
solutions to 

common horticultural queries

winter dormant period, to avoid 
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New company Bloombox 
brings plant deliveries to 
your door. Catering for all 
garden sizes, it’s a smart 
solution if you don’t drive. 
Choose from a range of 
options, such as the Four 
Seasons, from £27.50 a 
month, with six deliveries 
throughout the year. 
(bloomboxclub.com).

In the post

Two-for-one 
solution
� e latest ingeniously designed 
Allotment Shed from � e Posh 
Shed Company combines 
storage and planting space in 
one. Measuring H140xW92x
D183cm, it can � t in a small 
corner, but you can grow fruit, 
vegetables and herbs on its 
fully waterproof, reinforced, 
load-bearing roof, then store 
the tools away underneath. 
Priced £1,555. (01544 387101; 
theposhshedcompany.co.uk)

An exhibition hosted at the historic Hall Place in 
Bexley, Kent, looks at the evolution of gardening 

through the 20th century. How Does Your Garden 
Grow runs until 4 September and features some 400 

tools and items. Open daily 10am to 5pm. Adults, 
£10; children, £8. (01322 526574; hallplace.org.uk)
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You don’t need a large garden 
to create an impressive planting 
display. Even a small courtyard 
can be transformed into the 
Hanging Gardens of Babylon 
with this authentically distressed 

painted iron garden 
shelving unit, H102x
W113xD80cm, £225, Out 

There Interiors. (020 8099 
7443; outthereinteriors.com)

TOP TIER



Not with our range of over the floor systems

In fact, our Overlay™ Lite adds just 15mm of height and can be put  
on top of your existing floor structure – perfect if you’re renovating 
your current space rather than creating a new one. Polypipe Underfloor 
Heating also comes with the peace of mind of low running costs  
and a 50 year guarantee.*

Visit our website to uncover more myths  
and find your nearest registered installer  

polypipeufh.com/periodliving
*Terms and conditions apply.



SURFACE
GLAMOUR

Your home is as individual as you are and your interior style reflects 
this. At mrs stone store our collection of natural stone flooring 
has been selected to appeal to all style tastes from contemporary

to classic, modern to period, rustic to minimalist. 

Be inspired online at www.mrs-stone-store.com

www.mrs-stone-store.com
Tel: 01283 730388

        @mrs_stone_store
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Words & photographs LEIGH CLAPP

To complement her informal family home, Marian 
Boswall has created a flowing garden, a green 
retreat from her busy life as a landscape architect

Allium ‘Mount Everest’  
with its cream flower 
spheres standing proud, 
is a stately choice for  
a garden border

Gardens

Relaxedcharm
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‘The garden is more structured near  
to the house and becomes looser as  
we meld into the woodland areas’

Landscape architect Marian Boswall’s 
own garden in the Kent countryside 
reflects her philosophy of working with 
the setting and respecting the ecology 
of the land. ‘The garden is informal and 

comfortable, like the house,’ she says. ‘I have kept 
the Arts and Crafts feel and I use a lot of reclaimed 
items, from the large rusted metal water collector 
that used to be a boiler to the metal baths planted 
with cloud pruned topiary.’ 

When Marian and her husband Rupert bought 
the property 15 years ago, they could see the 
garden had wonderful potential. ‘It had been well 
loved but was tired and overgrown and we had 
some difficult choices to make, where beautiful 
trees had been planted but could not survive 
together to maturity,’ Marian explains. ‘We were, 
however, lucky to have mature hedges, as our views 
across the beautiful Low Weald Special Landscape 
Area come with the price of some fairly strong 
south westerlies up the valley. They give us shelter 
and create a microclimate within the garden.’ 

The decision early on was to keep as much 
existing structure as possible. This has paid 
off, as with the height of cover and mature 
trees, such as native hornbeam, Carpinus 
betulus, alder and beech, Fagus sylvatica, and 
exotics of Persian ironwood and Indian bean 
tree, Catalpa bignoniodes, comes a wealth of 
wildlife. Marian renovated the areas of the 
garden closest to the house first, adding winter 

ABOVE  Frothy 
Alchemilla mollis and 
lavender soften the edges 
of the path that leads to 
the patio and characterful 
house with its quirky 
symmetry, which dates 
from the 1490s and was 
extended in the 1940s
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ABOVE  An arching 
Malus ‘Golden Hornet’ 
provides shade for al 
fresco dining and gazing 
across the expanse of 
lawn and densely planted 
curvaceous borders
LEFT  Clouds of Aquilegia 
vulgaris ‘Rose Barlow’, 
‘Blue Barlow’ and ‘Ruby 
Port’ jostle in the breeze
RIGHT  Marion with her 
cockers Misty and Nelson

Key facts
CHARACTER  Informal, flowing planting  
with mature trees. Experimental planting 
and organic practices are employed
SIZE  Two acres plus four acres of woodland
SOIL  Heavy clay that hangs onto moisture 
and has been worked over the years
ASPECT  All aspects in different areas
OWNERS  Marian Boswall, a landscape 
architect (marianboswall.com) lives  
here with her husband Rupert and  
their two teenage children
DATE OF HOUSE  1490s medieval cottage 
extended in the 1940s, with Arts and 
Crafts-style touches added
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structure with shrubs such as clipped box, Ilex 
‘Silver Queen’, ferns and hydrangeas, including 
her favourites H. quercifolia ‘Snow Queen’ and 
new variety H. paniculata ‘Little Lime’, as well 
as planting brightly coloured spring bulbs. 

‘The garden is more structured near the house 
and becomes looser as we meld into the woodland 
areas. It’s often a surprise for people to find what 
lies behind the high hedge. It is a hidden garden, as 
the entrance looks as though it goes into the field 
and orchard but then you swing round to see the 
large lawn and borders beyond,’ says Marian. ‘We 
have a long south-facing border of new perennials 
and grasses, which were chosen for their appeal 
to bees and foragers through the seasons.’ 

Starting with Camassia quamash, Allium 
‘Globemaster’ and Melianthus major, the 
border flowers all summer until its finale of 
Rudbeckia fulgida, Agastache ‘Blackadder’, 
Sanguisorba officinalis ‘Red Thunder’, Verbena 
bonariensis and Veronicastrum virginicum.

Meandering paths are softened at the edges 
by frothy planting, and seating areas are dotted 
around, such as an al fresco dining area on the 
rustic stone paving. Two ponds, one that had 
been a brick pit for the house, the other once a 
swimming pool, are a magnet for wildlife and 
encircled by marginal plant choices, including 
Pontederia cordata, Butomis umbellatus, 
Ranunculus bulbosus, Iris pseudacoras and 
ivory spires of Camassia leichtlinii ‘Plena Alba’. 
‘I could spend hours early morning and late 
evening in spring and summer watching the 
dragonflies and damselflies, the water boatmen 
and the visiting kingfisher who sits in the crab 
apple tree and lets you get quite close before 
he disappears in a flash of blue,’ says Marian.  

TOP LEFT  Alliums 
mingle with spires of 
Camassia leichtlinii  
‘Plena Alba’ in the  
garden borders
ABOVE  A variety of 
trees, including Sorbus 
aucuparia ‘Fastigiata’, 
Cercis siliquastrum, 
and Cydonia oblonga, 
back the pond, while 

marginal planting 
of Iris pseudacorus, 
beds of aquilegia and 
Clematis ‘Princess Diana’ 
scrambling up a support, 
also draw the eye 
RIGHT  An old vegetable 
plot, in the wilder 
meadow area of the 
garden, has a simple, 
rustic charm
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In the area
WHEELGATE NURSERY  Specialising in hardy perennials 
and ornamental grasses. Orchard House, Claygate, 
Kent, TN12 9PJ (lerwill.com)
HOLE PARK GARDENS  15-acre private garden, with 
bluebell woodland and formal gardens. Rolvenden, 
Kent, TN17 4JA (01580 241344; holepark.com)
CHARLESTON  Former home of the Bloomsbury 
Group, fresh uncomplicated planting. West Firle, 
Sussex, BN8 6LL (01323 811265; charleston.org.uk)
ST CLERE ESTATE  Historic, classical gardens and 
borders. Kemsing, Kent, TN15 6NL (01732 761309; 
stclere.co.uk)
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Informing the overall design of the garden 
are influences from her training and practice. 
Following a career as an international management 
consultant, she decided to retrain in Garden 
History, Advanced Horticulture and Garden 
Design at Hadlow College and then studied 
Landscape Design at Greenwich University, 
followed by a Masters in Landscape Architecture. 
She now runs a practice from her home studio. 

The garden acts as a canvas for Marian’s ideas. 
‘As a designer, I am always experimenting with 
planting so there are constantly different 
combinations going on to see how plants will work 
together and what will thrive on our clay soil as 
well,’ she explains. It is the joyous massed planting 

that sets her garden apart. Jostling aquilegia 
blooms are animated by the slightest breeze, while 
spheres of purple and white alliums, punctuated  
by self-seeding foxgloves, also draw the eye, as do 
clumps of richly toned peonies and tumbling 
rugosa roses, as well as the unusual bracts of lime 
green Mathiasella bupleuroides that contrast with 
purple Erysimum ‘Bowles’s Mauve’. 

‘One of the things I love about the garden is 
the different moods it has in different seasons, 
and at different times of day,’ says Marian. ‘In 
spring it is vibrant, abundant and packed with 
colour and scent, while for summer I have 
chosen quieter whites and blues that are cooling 
in the hot days and provide a restful feel.’  

k  Plant native hedging to encourage 
wildlife into your garden

k  Include in the planting lots of flowers 
for bees, such as alliums, foxgloves  
and poppies 

k���Don’t be too tidy around the garden – 
allow some element of self-seeding

k  Put in good structure and soften the 
edges with planting that billows over

k  Design planting closer to the house to 
suit the style of the property, but you 
can be more experimental further away 

k  Mix planting schemes up a bit; for 
example, add a splash of yellow in a 
border of pink and blue 

k  Work with the land: respect the history 
and what is indigenous to the site 

k  Do no harm: whatever you add to the 
garden should be as beautiful as what 
was there before

Gardening advice

THIS IMAGE  An old 
bench peers out from 
under loose hedging 
of rugosa roses and 
Magnolia liliiflora ‘Nigra’ 
and a sea of Lavandula 
angustifolia ‘Hidcote’
LEFT  The unusual 
Mathiasella bupleuroides 
makes a striking 
combination teamed 
with Erysimum  
‘Bowles’s Mauve’
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LEFT  Planting is in a 
relaxed Arts and Crafts 
style, to blend with the 
style of the house 
RIGHT  A little vignette 
is created by a purple 
watering can surrounded 
by Scutellaria incana
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Plant palette
CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT  Aquilegia vulgaris 

‘Rose Barlow’ is a lovely rich crimson; the pale 
yellow blooms of Rosa ‘Buff Beauty’ is a spreading 

medium-sized shrub; bulbous herbaceous 
perennial Allium hollandicum ‘Purple Sensation’ 

has a strong onion scent; Helianthemum ‘Henfield 
Brilliant’ produces bright orange flowers in spring 
and early summer; velvety Rosa ‘Hot Chocolate’ 
reaches about 90cm in height; cross hybridised 

pale pink aquilegia; Paeonia peregrina ‘Otto 
Froebel’ produces bowl-shaped vermilion flowers 

in early summer; airy Anthriscus sylvestris is  
a common British wild plant  

Gardens
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This season, carve out some moments to down tools, 
sit back on one of these stylish outdoor chairs, and 
admire the fruits of all your hard work in the garden
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1  Add a lovely focal point to your garden with 
the Rowlinson Rustic seat from Heritage 
Gardens, £169. Made from quality Forest 
Stewardship Council softwood in a natural 
timber fi nish, it is pressure-treated to protect 
against rot. H232xW154xD56cm, leave it 
natural, or paint or stain it for an individual 
fi nish. (01803 391359; heritagegardens.co.uk)
2  The Coalbrookdale One Seat from Black 
Country Metal Works is styled around the 
original 20th-century designs made by 
Coalbrookdale & Co. With a shaped and 
treated hardwood seat, it has a powder coat 
fi nish. H88xW72xD54cm, £289.99. (0800 
6888 386; blackcountrymetalworks.co.uk)
3  A practical, stackable metal chair can be 
stored away in the shed during winter months. 
The Mira chair in silver white measures 
H78xW54xD51cm, £195 from Scandi Living. 
(01428 608050; scandiliving.com)
4  Relax in style with this beautiful grey pine 
Nordeck chair from Crocus, which can be 
adjusted to two seating positions, reclining or 
upright. Protect from heavy rain. H117xW90x
D42cm, £149.99, the chair is also available in 
oak at £199.99. (01344 578111; crocus.co.uk)
5  Hang this weather-resistant rattan swing 
seat in a shady spot in your garden, and enjoy 
the calming experience of rocking gently back 
and forth. Watch it weather to a lovely silvery 
grey over time, but store indoors over winter 
to prolong its life. H113xW75xD68cm, it is 
priced £390 from Des Res Design. (01386 
257654; desresdesign.co.uk)
6  Add a sense of elegance to your garden 
with a handcrafted and galvanised creation 
from Raymentwire. This beautiful No 62 
Orleans Rocker is ideal for a conservatory 
or outside on the patio. Priced £442, it 
measures H110xW65xD70cm. (01843
821628; raymentwire.com)
7  This handcrafted Meander love seat from 
Gaze Burvill would suit all romantics at heart. 
Enjoy di� erent views of your summer garden 
as you sit together, or just gaze into each 
other’s eyes! H88xW158xD112cm, £3,360. 
(01420 588444; gazeburvill.com)  

PRETTY

Gardens
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The 17th-century Sussex home of Rudyard Kipling, the 
imaginative mind that wrote such literary classics as The Jungle 

Book and Just So Stories, is still filled with his creative spirit

W hen Rudyard Kipling first set 
eyes on Bateman’s in 1902, he 
instantly fell for the property’s 
charm. ‘This is she! Let’s make 
a good, honest woman of her 

quick,’ he said; for although the Jacobean house 
was in a rather decrepit state, with no modern 
amenities and holes in the walls and floors, it 
offered the isolation that he and his wife Carrie 
yearned for. They loved that no Victorian 
additions had been made to the home, and that 
its original 17th-century bones had survived. 
‘Behold us,’ Rudyard later wrote in a 
letter, ‘lawful owners of a grey stone, 
lichened house – A.D. 1634 over the 
door... all untouched and unfaked.’

Rudyard was as dedicated as ever 
to his writing at his Sussex home, 
where he remained for a further 
34 years, until his death in 1936. 
In accordance with his wishes to 
pass his ‘little bit of England’ to the 
nation, the house was given to the 
National Trust upon Carrie’s death 
in 1939. With the advice of their 
surviving daughter, Elsie, it has been 
perfectly preserved from the 1930s, 
as if the Kiplings have just stepped 
out for a moment.

What brought the Kiplings  
to Bateman’s?
They moved here from Rottingdean, 
where they were living when their eldest 
daughter, Josephine, died in 1899, aged six.  
The grief and memories weighed heavy on them 
there, so it was therefore almost a fresh start 
coming to Bateman’s, which Rudyard described 
as ‘not having a bad brick in her body.’

The couple were very concerned about privacy 
and security – at Rottingdean, visitors would 
sometimes arrive by the coachload to try to catch 
a glimpse of the celebrated author. People would 
try to get hold of pieces of his writing to sell 
on – tradesmen would often not cash in cheques 

for work done but sell them on, as Rudyard’s 
signature was worth more. The Kiplings were 
therefore very careful by the time they moved 
to Bateman’s. Adopting the role of head of the 
household, Carrie could see through to the 
entrance hall from her office, and she would  
give a Caesar-style thumbs up or down as to 
whether a visitor should be accepted in or not. 

How would you describe the furnishings 
and decoration?
The Kiplings didn’t want to damage the historic 

atmosphere of the house, so they 
sympathetically carried out repair 
work, but it is very much a Jacobean 
home through Edwardian eyes. 

They collected pieces appropriate 
to the age of the property, but not 
all of the same style – they mixed 
English, Spanish, French, Dutch, 
Japanese... A multitude of designs, 
but eclectically they work because 
they are of the same time period. 
In the dining room are some 
remarkable Jacobean leather wall 
hangings that they acquired second-
hand from a house being refurbished 
on the Isle of Wight. These were 
from the era when tapestries were 
becoming old fashioned in wealthy 
houses, but before the advent of 
wallpaper. The hangings are now 
quite stiff and rigid with age, but 

were designed to have a life to them, a little like 
a textile, and would have moved and rippled 
slightly in the draughts. When lit by candlelight, 
the colours and gold in the exotic design would 
have caught the light, so it would have felt a little 
like sitting in a jungle at night. You can see the 
stains from pipe and cigar smoke that built up 
over time, but this tells part of their story. 

All through the house are also Rudyard’s 
mementoes from the Indian subcontinent, where 
he lived in his early life, with many Buddhas 
and effigies of various Indian gods. He was Fe
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Bateman’s
GUIDED TOUR OF...

OUR GUIDE:
Gary Enstone
House manager, 
Gary says: ‘It’s 

wonderful to be 
able to immerse 

yourself in Kipling's 
environment, and 

you really can 
imagine him here.'
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Out & About

CLOCKWISE FROM 
ABOVE  With parts of 
the house dating from 
1634, Bateman’s has 
connections with the 
Sussex iron industry; a 
painting of Rudyard by 
the Hon John Collier, 
1900; Kipling referred to 
a house with a chequered 

hallway in Puck of Pook’s 
Hill – the lantern clock 
with its original workings 
dates back to the 1580s, 
and is the oldest working 
clock in the National 
Trust; Kipling enjoyed 
the lush gardens and 
unaltered details of the 
Jacobean property
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also a great believer in the use of good luck 
emblems and charms, and there are examples 
of lovely fabrics with Swastika motifs – a sacred 
symbol signifying auspiciousness in Hinduism, 
Buddhism and Jainism – which, of course, from 
1939 became inappropriate to use.  

Where did he do his writing?
The study upstairs is the key room. As a rule, 
Kipling only worked in the mornings. He would 
often lie on the daybed and get himself into an 
almost meditative state, then he would suddenly 
snap out of it, pounce straight up to the desk and 
write in a frenzied, manic way. The desk remains 
covered in old ink stains. 

The floor of his study was generally strewn 
with papers, and because Carrie was paranoid 
that the maids may try to sell on pieces of his 
work to national newspapers, she would go 
into the study two or three times a day, collect 
up random scraps of paper and burn them in 
the fireplace. One can only imagine how many 
half-finished works got lost as a result! Kipling 
got so frustrated with this that he started writing 
ideas he didn’t want to lose, or lines for poems, in 
the margins of his books in the library. It was a 
working library – these were the tools of his trade 
– so as well as margin notes on the texts, many 
have the strange annotations that he made. 

In the afternoon he liked to go out, and he 
enjoyed the company of children and the way 
they looked at the world – a characteristic that 
was apparent in his writing. There are lovely 

stories of village boys coming to the house to 
see if he wanted to play, being told he was in 
London on business, but then as they are walking 
away hearing his voice from the study window 
pleading with them to rescue him!

What were among the works he wrote 
while here?
By the time he moved to Bateman’s he had 
already written the ‘Empire’ books, such as 
The Jungle Book, inspired by the exotic and 
remote environments from when he was living 
in India or America, but now he entered his 
‘Sussex phase’. The view from his study looks 
out down a valley landscape, and he fell in 
love with this typically British setting and the 
history connected with it, and you can see how 
that inspiration fed into his writing. Works he 
produced here included Puck of Pook’s Hill, his 
famous poem If, and he composed a lot of the 
phrases used in WWI, such as ‘We will remember 
them’ and ‘Our glorious Dead’. Following 
the death of his son John in the war, he never 
returned to the joyful and enchanting children’s 
tales, but wrote more reflective pieces with 
undertones of the grief of a family and nation.  

You can gain an insight into the workings 
of this amazing mind through the little knick-
knacks and trinkets from travels dotted all 
over the house – how mysticism, spiritualism 
and exoticism all fed into his work and the 
comparison between Kipling the homely English 
Sussex man, and Kipling the Empire man.  

Bateman’s is open 
daily, 11am–5pm 
(gardens 10am–
5pm). Admission 

(house and garden): 
adult, £10; child, £5; 
family (two adults, 

three children), 
£25. Bateman's 

Lane, Burwash, East 
Sussex TN19 7DS. 
Tel: 01435 882302;  

nationaltrust.org.uk/
batemans

VISITING 
INFORMATION

ABOVE  The Jacobean 
leather wall hangings in 
the dining room depict 
exotic birds and flowers. 
The Chippendale-style 
carver dining chairs at 
either end of the table 
have wooden blocks 
attached to their feet, 
to allow Carrie and 
Rudyard, who were both 
particularly small, to sit 
comfortably for dinner
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FAR LEFT  The painting 
above the fireplace, 
depicting the death of 
Christ as a baby, was 
gifted to the Kiplings –  
an insensitive choice for a 
couple who had lost two 
children. They felt obliged 
to hang it, so put it where 
it was out of sight when 
sitting at the dining table
LEFT  Carrie painted by 
Sir Philip Edward Burne-
Jones, 1899. She was very 
much the head of the 
household and made sure 
Rudyard concentrated  
on his writing
BELOW  The room where 
one of the greatest 
English writers crafted his 
work. The Indian rug is a 
rare surviving example 
of a more simplistic rural 
design, as Carrie was 
quite a spendthrift. The 
desk, which Rudyard 
had specially made, is a 
replica of an 18th-century 
table in the parlour
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older property
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Renovation

❋ Renovation ❋ Property ❋ Salvage ❋ Buyer’s Guides

149 RECLAIM 
& REUSE
Find out where to hunt for 
the best salvaged finds,  
plus styles of reclaimed 
metal garden tables

127 ROOMS  
WITH A VIEW
Establish a seamless transition between 
home and garden with a well-designed 
conservatory or orangery

151 
STRUCTURAL 
MOVEMENT
Ian Rock looks at the 
signs of movement  
in period properties, 
the possible causes, 
and recommends 
what action to take

143 
GARDEN 
DINING SETS
Enjoy the warm 
weather this 
summer and dine 
alfresco in style with 
our round-up of 
the latest outdoor 
furniture designs

137 
IN THE 
FRAME
We show you how 
to create extra 
living space in 
your home with  
a beautiful oak-
frame extension 
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Property  know-how
Discover the latest renovation products and materials for  
your home, and pick up top tips from industry experts
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•  When sizing up, always measure the inside of the door frame, from the top  
corner down to the floor, rather than the existing door, as the latter may have 
been altered to account for changes in flooring type. Allow for a 6–8mm gap  
at the bottom of the door for air flow.

•  In period properties it is common for door frames to be ‘out of square’, meaning 
they aren’t quite even in proportions. If needed, the replacement door can be 
trimmed to fit at installation. The standard trimming allowance for interior  
doors is 6mm on the bottom edge and 4–5mm on the long vertical edges.

•  In terms of design, choose a door that complements the age and character of  
your period property, such as traditional four- or six-panel styles. Glazed options 
are a good choice to bring light into hallways and other darker spaces. 

WORDS OF WISDOM
Mike Ward, managing director at Jeld-Wen, explains how to measure  
up when fitting new internal doors in period properties

OLD AND NEW
Handmade in North Yorkshire 
from both new and salvaged 

materials, the Reclaimed 
Rustic kitchen by The Main 

Company features oiled rustic 
pine and an encaustic tiled 
worktop. Seen here with a 

beaten copper sink, it's priced 
from £8,000. (01423 330451; 
mainfurniturecompany.com)

Inspired by industrial ball valves 
and plumbing unions, the new 

solid brass Elan 
Vital bridge tap 
from Watermark 
comes as a deck- 

or wall-mounted 
version, shown here in 

a vintage copper finish, 
£1,734. (020 7740 7340; 
thewatermarkcollection.eu)

Leoline has added three new 
designs to its Stonemark 
cushion vinyl collection. 
The slip-resistant flooring, 
available in two-, three- and 
four-metre widths, is quieter 
underfoot than real stone, so 
a practical choice for en suites 
in converted lofts. Pictured is 
the quartz-effect Arena, from 
£24 per m². (leoline.co.uk)

SOFT TOUCH

Oregon four-panel 
white oak interior 
door with flush bead 
detail, from £145 
(0845 122 2890;  
jeld-wen.co.uk)
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Renovation

ASK THE 
EXPERT
Douglas Kent, technical 
and research director 
at the Society for the 
Protection of Ancient 
Buildings (SPAB), 
answers your 
renovation queries
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Q How can I improve the energy 
e�  ciency of my semi-
detached house, which dates 
from around 1900, without 

harming its period features? 
Older buildings are frequently upgraded 
for improved energy e
  ciency, but 
many materials and methods suitable 
for mainstream buildings built after  
around 1919 are unsuitable for earlier, 
traditionally constructed properties.

The risk to buildings involves not only 
worsening their appearance or losing 
attractive features, but hastening the 
deterioration of the fabric. Old buildings 
might become warmer but damper – 
seriously increasing mould growth and 
harming the health of occupants with 
conditions such as asthma. 

Such problems arise, for instance, 
where impervious wall insulation is used 
instead of products that allow the 
masonry to ‘breathe’. Similarly, over-
zealous attempts to cut ventilation 

prevent adequate removal of ‘structural’ 
moisture from the breathing fabric, 
causing dampness.

SPAB is leading research into ways 
of balancing the needs of building 
conservation with those of energy 
conservation. It has also helped found 
the Sustainable Buildings Alliance 
(STBA), which has produced a 
‘guidance wheel’ for a range of retrofi t 
measures and allows you to assess 
their advantages, risks and possible 
interactions. This is available free at 
responsible-retrofi t.org/wheel.

Where major thermal upgrades 
are planned to an old building, it is 
generally advisable to employ a 
suitably qualifi ed consultant.  

For information on the repair and 
care of old buildings, contact SPAB 
(020 7377 1644; spab.org.uk). If you 
have a question for Douglas Kent, 
email periodliving@centaur.co.uk*

Q Our surveyor pointed out when we 
bought our Victorian house that 
some of the joints in the brickwork 
require repointing. Could you advise 

on the appropriate pointing style?
It’s eminently sensible to take some time 
to ensure that your brickwork is repointed 
with care. This is a common remedial task 
that is fairly straightforward, although 
unfortunately often badly executed.

Repointing involves taking out and 
replacing the mortar (‘pointing’) from the 
face of a masonry joint. Unsatisfactory 
repointing can not only be visually disturbing, 
but harm the fabric that it’s intended to 
protect. Undertaken sensibly, though, 
repointing will help exclude the weather and 
extend the life of your masonry. The aim 
should be to match the profi le of the existing 
pointing (unless, of course, inappropriate 
repointing has taken place previously). Old 
pointing is often best observed in sheltered 
areas, such as under eaves. A fl ush or nearly 
fl ush fi nish will often be suitable, unless a 
specialised form of pointing exists.

Avoid the frequent mistake of making 
the new joints in your brickwork too thick. 
Sometimes there may be a case aesthetically 
for pressing the mortar back where bricks 
have heavily eroded edges and the joints 
would otherwise appear excessively wide. 
This technique can also assist you when 
blending in localised (or ‘patch’) pointing 
with areas where the existing mortar 
remains undisturbed.

Q Do you have any 
tips for repairing 
scratches to window 
glass caused by 

careless painters?
Fine scratches can often 
be polished out with a soft 
cloth using a mild rubbing 
compound such as jeweller’s 
rouge or, with a little more 
e� ort, a metal cleaner (for 
instance, Brasso). DIY bu
  ng 
kits are also available.

Deeper scratches (those 
that catch your fi ngernail if 
you run it across the glass) are 
usually best left to specialist 
scratch-removal fi rms.  



ENHANCE YOUR HOME WITH AN
Oak Conservatory, Orangery or Garden Room

Now is the time to talk to us about making your dreams a reality.

Call now on 08456 442255 to arrange 
your free design consultation.
Visit www.richmondoak.co.uk/plm

Award winning Richmond Oak
Do you dream of having extra space to enjoy quality time with family, entertain guests in style or a tranquil 

environment to relax in?  Richmond Oak is a family run business, specialising in the design & build of bespoke oak 

conservatories & orangeries, providing valuable knowledge & advice to help improve your living experience. 



Home Solutions
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A glazed conservatory or orangery can be a sympathetic way to add 
extra space to the period home, for year-round use, says Paula Woods 

T raditionally separated from the main 
house, the classic glasshouse remains 
a popular add-on to a period property, 
especially for those looking for a sunny 
retreat. However, a more sophisticated 

approach, in the form of a fl exible, fully integrated 
open-plan space, is now the order of the day, as it 
can accommodate a variety of key room types, 
including the kitchen, living room or dining area. 

   What’s more, these spacious and light-fi lled 
additions are often classed as permitted development, 
making them an appealing option when looking 
to extend. Nevertheless, it always pays to consult 
the planners, as permission depends on a number 
of factors, such as size and height – and bear in 
mind that it will still be required for those living 
in a Conservation Area, or in a listed property. 
Planning permission is more likely to be granted 
on structures at the rear of a house. And while 
conventional glasshouses tend to be easier to get 

past planners, many are now particularly receptive 
to contemporary frameless additions that offer a 
distinct separation between old and new. However, 
as with all additions, success relies on a sympathetic 
refl ection of the main property, in terms of scale, 
architecture and proportion.
   Archetypal all-glazed structures remain enduringly 
popular, as a diversity of design means they can be 
tailored to suit most home types. The growing 
demand for open-plan layouts has also seen the 
re-emergence of the more substantial orangery, as 
a combination of solid walls and an overhead glazed 
lantern can allow for more fl exible internal layouts. 

Whatever your choice, bear in mind that it’s 
easy to underestimate the space required – so be 
generous, and consider opting for simpler shapes 
that allow you to maximise fl oor space. It’s also 
important to consider function, as well as form, 
to ensure any addition works in harmony with 
adjoining rooms as well as internally.  

A VIEW
 Rooms with 

Home Solutions

ABOVE  Inject light and 
space with a classic 
lean-to extension that 
o� ers direct access onto 
the garden. The versatile 
Belton, from the National 
Trust Conservatory 
collection, is crafted 
from Douglas fi r and 
priced from £35,000. 
(0845 4103 030; national
trustconservatories.co.uk) 
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▲
 TRADITIONAL 

TIMBER
Eco-friendly timber is often 
regarded as the frame of 
choice, and is regularly 
specified on listed buildings. 
Malbrook’s bespoke 
conservatories are crafted 
from durable, FSC-certified 
hardwood; expect to pay 
around £90,000 for a 
similar design. (020 8780 
5522; malbrook.com)

Classic conservatory  

    PITCH PERFECT
The introduction of a breakfront gable to this bespoke 
hardwood lean-to design by Chelsea Conservatories not  
only adds interest, but the higher roof pitch helps create  
a feeling of greater internal height and space. Prices on 
application. (0800 331 7742; chelseaconservatories.com)

▲ PERIOD PIECE
Richmond Oak designed 
and built this bespoke oak 
Gothic conservatory to 
replace a similar structure 
attached to a Grade II-listed  
property. Prices start from 
£40,000. (08456 442257; 
oakconservatories.co.uk)

▲ 
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▲
 MODERN 

OUTLOOK
To reduce the impact 
on historic buildings, 
consider minimalist 
structures. This 
glazed and aluminium 
conservatory by 
Trombé successfully 
echoes the rooflines 
of the Grade II-listed 
property. Expect to 
pay around £72,000 
for a similar project. 
(020 7688 6670; 
trombe.co.uk) 

▲
 FUSS-FREE OPTION

Alitex’s bespoke conservatories are made  
from maintenance-free aluminium that is 
resistant to rot, rust and UV rays. Capable  
of supporting large expanses of glass, 
aluminium can also be used to replicate 
traditional timber framing. Prices start from 
£35,000. (01730 826900; alitex.co.uk)

▲
 VICTORIAN 

VALUES
The 19th-century glasshouse 
offers diversity of shape, 
detailing and dimension to  
suit most property styles, and 
for many, it is the bay-fronted 
conservatories, such as The 
Cragside, from the National 
Trust Conservatory collection, 
that typify the era. Made from 
Douglas fir, it costs £36,000. 
(0845 410 3030; nationaltrust 
conservatories.co.uk)  

▲ ADAPTABLE ADDITION
The versatile lean-to not only complements  
all architectural styles, but its simple format 
should also help make the most of internal 
space. Bartholomew’s bespoke hardwood  
lean-to additions start from around £19,200. 
(01273 699696; bartholomewglass.com)
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▲ HERITAGE INFLUENCE
This pretty octagonal hardwood conservatory 
was designed by Oakleaf to add character to 
the existing property. The structure features 
a copper-roofed cupola coated in lead and 
Victorian-inspired lace-etched clerestory 
glass. Prices on application. (01904 690401; 
oakleafconservatories.com)

▲

 FLEXIBLE 
APPROACH
Everest offers classic timber, 
aluminium and uPVC models  
in a wide variety of styles, 
colours and glazing options 
to ensure a seamless blend 
with the existing property. 
Alternatively, check out its 
handy replacement roof  
service. Prices on application. 
(0800 144 8730; everest.co.uk)    

3 of the best floors

DECORATIVE 
Francisco Segarra 

Westminster 
encaustic-effect 

ceramic tiles, £61.68 
per m2, Topps Tiles  

(0800 783 6262; 
toppstiles.co.uk)

TRADITIONAL 
Dove Grey tumbled 
limestone, from  
£50 per m2, Floors 
of Stone (01509 
234000; floors 
ofstone.com)

COUNTRY  
Dakar waterproof 
woven vinyl, from 
£49 per m2, 
Unnatural Flooring 
(0844 414 2166; 
unnatural 
flooring.com)

Classic conservatory  



UK  ·   IRELAND  ·  CHANNEL ISLANDS  ·   EUROPE



Formal orangery

3 of the best wall lights

▲ COLOUR CODES
Opting for heritage paint ranges will help 
ensure your orangery sits well within its 
landscape. Vale Garden Houses’ period paint 
collection is available in 36 colours. Bespoke 
timber structure, priced from £40,000.  
(01476 564433; valegardenhouses.com)

▲

 VERSATILE SPACE
Solid walls plus a simple, uncomplicated 
internal floor plan make the original 
orangery a strong contender when looking 
to ease of layout. Burberry Harris Moon’s 
bespoke orangeries start at around £48,000. 
(01342 321800; bhmjoinery.co.uk)

CLASSIC  
Raphael handcarved wall light,  
£750, Conservatory Interiors  

by Vale (0845 872 7626; 
interiorsbyvale.com)

UTILITY 
Corbridge wall 

lamp, £60,  
Laura Ashley 

(lauraashley.com)

EASY-FIT
Wyndham wood 
bracket and 
plug-in braided 
light cable and 
holder, £58.80, 
Där Lighting 
(darlighting.co.uk)
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▲

 MATERIAL 
GAINS
Today’s timber 
orangery offers the 
symmetry and 
proportion of its 
original stone 
counterpart, yet is 
more versatile and 
lightweight. This 
bespoke orangery,  
by Glass Houses by 
Jeremy Uglow, is 
handmade using 
African hardwood. 
Prices on application. 
(01420 520009; 
glasshouses.co.uk)  

▲ PRIVATE 
CORNER
The traditional 
stone- or brick-built 
Georgian-inspired 
orangery will prove a 
more private option 
than an all-glass 
structure, while still 
guaranteeing light 
and space. Bespoke 
orangery extension 
by Malbrook, priced 
around £90,000  
for a similar design. 
(020 8780 5522; 
malbrook.com)

▲ COHESIVE FINISH 
This orangery by David Salisbury features  
large sash windows, white rendered walls and  
a classic glass lantern to blend old and new on 
this Grade II-listed Georgian property. Priced 
£72,000. (01278 764444; davidsalisbury.com) 

GEORGIAN PROPORTIONS
This bespoke timber design by Westbury 
Garden Rooms incorporates an extended 
turret-topped lantern, to further accentuate 
height. Prices from £40,000. (01245 
326500; westburygardenrooms.com)

Home Solutions
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Stylish shading

▲

 TRADITIONAL AESTHETIC  
Made from thin strips of wood woven together, 
traditional pinoleum blinds filter the sun’s glare, 
rather than block it, creating a soft dappled 
light. Pinoleum blinds in French Champagne, 
priced £228 for H120xW60cm, Appeal Shading. 
(0800 975 5757; appealshading.com) 

▲

 SOFT OPTION 
A combination of side and roof blinds will  
allow you to control temperature and sun  
glare. Hillary’s made-to-measure Grenoble roof 
blinds are priced from £101 for H40xW20cm; 
Rosie Posie roller blinds from £49 for H76x 
W61cm. (0800 916 6524; hillarys.co.uk)

▲ TOUCH 
CONTROL
Thomas Sanderson’s 
pleated conservatory 
and roof blinds 
can be operated 
at the touch of a 
button, thanks to 
the Platinum Power 
system. Pleated 
remote-controlled 
blinds are priced 
from £1,000 for 
H100xW100cm, 
including design and 
installation. (0800 
056 2929; thomas 
sanderson.co.uk)   

FURTHER CONTACTS
Apropos 0800 328 0033; aproposconservatories.co.uk Duette 08000 663662; duette.co.uk Foxfurd 0845 576 9234; foxfurd.com  
Hampton Conservatories 020 7887 2279; hamptonconservatories.co.uk Heritage Garden Rooms 01789 207402; heritagegardenrooms.com 
Luxaflex luxaflex.co.uk Ultraframe 0843 208 0988; ultraframe-conservatories.co.uk

▲

 TACTILE 
TIMBER
For classic colonial 
styling, try The New 
England Shutter 
Company’s solid 
tulipwood Manhatten 
shutters. From £460 
per m2. (020 8675 
1099; thenewengland 
shuttercompany.com)   
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While oak-frame structures, as 
we know them, can be traced 
back to the Romans, in Britain 
this attractive and robust form 
of construction reached its 

peak during the Middle Ages. 
Although the use of oak declined during the 

Georgian and Victorian eras, thanks to the 
popularity of brick and stone, today we not only 
recognise the longevity and versatility of this 
hardwood timber as a building material for new 
homes, but also when looking to add characterful, 
eco-friendly extensions that work in harmony 
with historic properties.  

 For many, the beauty of an oak extension lies 
in its use of age-old construction methods, albeit 
o� en applied using hi-tech equipment, energy 
e�  ciency, and its ability to naturally weather 
and so� en over time, which results in a more 
sympathetic addition to an older home. � e 
material’s impressive green credentials also ensure 
the addition is renewable, carbon neutral and 
sustainable – look for FSC or PEFC certi� cation. 
And since the components can be manufactured 
o�  site, build times can be faster than normal.  

Designs range from single-storey constructs 
– o� en in the form of conservatories, orangeries 
and garden rooms – to substantial double-height 
extensions. Many designs exploit the beauty and 
strength of a frame that requires little internal 
structural support to create large open-plan spaces 
and impressive vaulted ceilings and galleries, o� en 
incorporating generous amounts of glazing. 

However, before you consider any construction, 
do consult your planning o�  cer: some extensions 
may be allowed under permitted development 
rights but many require planning consent due 
to their size, scale and location, and all must 
adhere to building regulations and energy 
e�  ciency guidelines.

You’ll � nd the majority of companies tend 
to use European or English green oak, as it can 
be used within two years of being felled and 
requires no chemical treatments or preservatives. 
� e resulting frame will then continue to dry 
and naturally crack over the years – with 
shrinkage proving a structural advantage as 
the frame tightens, hardens and strengthens. 
In fact, a well-designed oak frame can be 
expected to last for at least 200 years.  

If you are looking to gain extra living space, 
then expanding your current home with a 
well-executed oak-frame extension could 
be the answer, says Paula Woods 

Home Solutions

If you are looking to gain extra living space, If you are looking to gain extra living space, 

frame
ABOVE  This bespoke 
weatherboarded and 
glazed barn-style 
extension by green oak 
frame specialist Border 
Oak is self-supporting, 
so it does not impact 
structurally on the host 
building. Prices for a 
complete bespoke build 
cost between £1,300–
£2,100 per m2. A new 
range of self-assembly 
garden room kits start 
from £25,000 for a W4x
L5.5m oak frame (01568 
708752; borderoak.com)

frametheIn
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These unique structures will prove a little more 
expensive than a standard extension. While some 
kits are available, most companies do offer a 
completely bespoke service, with packages ranging 
from supply right through to a comprehensive 
service covering design, planning, groundworks, 
supply, build and finish. Adding a single- or double- 
height extension can add value to your home, 
although that value depends on the space and its 
successful integration with the original house. 

Externally, extensions should always remain  
in proportion with the existing property and,  
from a planning perspective, be subservient to  
the original. Internally, consider function as well 
as form, and bear in mind that any new space 
must also work effectively with your existing 
layout, both in terms of access, flow and light 
levels in the rooms beyond.  

BELOW  Oakmasters’ 
FSC and PEFC certified 
green oak is sourced from 
the UK and north-west 
Europe. Structures are 
pre-manufactured off site 
and offered as supply 
only or as part of a 
comprehensive design 
and installation service. 
This W4xL6m oak-frame 
extension is priced from 
£28,000 for design, 
supply and installation 
(01444 455455; 
oakmasters.co.uk)

RIGHT  Oak-frame 
structures are ideal for 
those looking to create 
large open spaces with 
generous amounts of 
glazing. This W6xL9m 
green oak kitchen 
extension, designed and 
installed by Welsh Oak 
Frame, features extensive 
glazing to the end gable 
and a vaulted ceiling that 
highlights the framework. 
Prices from £50,000 
(01686 688000; 
welshoakframe.com)



Home Solutions

LEFT  Designed and 
manufactured to 
individual specifications, 
English Heritage 
Buildings’ green oak- 
frame extensions have 
been awarded the 
prestigious BM TRADA 
Q-Mark for quality. The 
company also offers  
10-year building and  
price-match guarantees. 
Prices for a W4.3xL4.8m 
single-storey frame start 
from around £21,600 
(01424 838643;  
ehbp.com)

ABOVE  Julius Bahn 
prides itself on its green 
credentials, and aims to 
ensure its bespoke 
sustainable, oak-frame 
conservatories, 
orangeries and garden 
rooms are constructed 
with as little impact on 
the environment as 
possible. Prices start  
from around £48,000 for 
a fully assembled W4x 
L5m structure (0344 417 
1400; juliusbahn.co.uk)
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BELOW  An oak orangery 
or conservatory, such as 
this one from Prime Oak, 
will add light, space and 
character to any style of 
home. Using carefully 
selected oak and 

traditional techniques,  
all of Prime Oak’s 
structures are designed 
to sit harmoniously with 
the existing home. Prices 
on application (01384 
296611; primeoak.co.uk)
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LEFT  In addition to  
its award-winning 
oak-frame homes, 
Oakwrights builds 
substantial oak-frame 
extensions. Its sister 
company, Greenrooms, 
offers oak-frame, 
single-storey glazed 
additions. This 70m2 pool 
house and sunroom 
features exposed trusses 
and posts, and is priced 
from £90,000 to 
£102,000 for frame-only 
installation (01432 
353353; greenrooms
byoakwrights.co.uk)

RIGHT  David Salisbury 
Oak offers custom-made, 
bespoke buildings, 
crafted using a fully 
air-dried seasoned oak 
framework and kiln-dried 
engineered oak windows 
and doors. This W3.5xL4m 
oak garden room, with 
tiled roof, costs around 
£55,000 (01278 764415; 
davidsalisbury.com) 

RIGHT  Bespoke 
structures allow for 
added flexibility within 
the design. This W3.9x 
L8.8m oak-frame faceted 
sunroom, by Arboreta,  
is fashioned from green 
oak and features a 
vaulted ceiling, plus king 
post trusses with curved 
braces. Prices start from 
around £30,000 for a 
frame-only structure 
(0800 288 8333; 
arboreta-oak.com)



Everyone has a different concept of 
perfection. For us, each new project 
means working with our client to 
discover what their dream oak framed 
house would look like.

And because we don’t simply build 
homes, but craft them, we realise 
those dreams down to the last detail. 

Contact us today to discover more...
www.welshoakframe.com   01686 688 000

Perfectly crafted oak framed homes

realising your 
perfect home
To achieve perfection, fi rst dream it. 

Then talk to us. 



GARDEN ROOMS   ORANGERIES   REPLACEMENT WINDOWS

EXTENSIONS • HOUSES • GARAGING • HOME LEISURE BUILDINGS • COMPLEXES  

COMMERCIAL & PUBLIC BUILDINGS • GARDEN ROOMS • POOL ENCLOSURES • PLANNING

GROUNDWORKS • FRAME ASSEMBLY • ROOFING • FULL TURN KEY HOUSE PROJECTS

English Heritage Buildings are the UK’s first and only oak framed building company to achieve the 
BM TRADA Q-Mark. BM TRADA are recognised as the country’s leading authority on timber framed 
products and the certification of them.

As the UK’s number one Oak Framed Building manufacturer, we pride ourselves on not 
simply providing you with a beautiful addition to your home, but much more besides.

EHB is the only Oak Framing company in the UK that can prove it meets the exacting building 
standards set by our industry, resulting in us being awarded the BM TRADA Q-Mark. 

With such standards, you may expect to pay more. However, we have introduced a Price 
Match Guarantee too, so you will be safe in the knowledge that your new Oak Framed 
building will exceed your expectations and at an unbeatable price.

PRICE MATCHGUARANTEE
PRICEMATCHGUARANTEE

PRICEMATCHGUARANTEE

PRICEMATCHGUARANTEE

PRICEMATCHGUARANTEE

Unbeatable quality. 
With a guaranteed unbeatable price.

                                      25% off all joinery 

                              20% off all oak frames

                                                                 Offer ends 31st August 2016

Please visit our website to view the Price Match terms and conditions.

STANDARD DESIGN BUILDINGS DELIVERED IN 6 TO 8 WEEKS  

LOG ON TO www.ehbp.com
FOR AN INSTANT QUOTE NOW
O R  C A L L  0 1 4 2 4  8 3 8 6 4 3
OFFICE OPENING HOURS: Mon-Fri 8.30am-5.00pm
FOR MAINLAND EUROPE CALL US ON +32 3 685 2000

EHB Be assured ad refresh Period Living 124x193.indd   1 26/02/2016   15:18
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Buyer’s Guide

In preparation for the warmer weather, Karen Bray looks at the most  
stylish ways to dine alfresco with the latest garden dining ranges 

1 STONE SOLUTION
For practical outdoor 
furniture, you can’t 
go wrong with this 

Hudson concrete table, 
£1,395 from Neptune. 
H73xW240xD95cm, the 
hardwearing smooth 
matt surface has a lovely 
patina that adds instant 
character to an alfresco 
setting. It’s ideal for a 
sophisticated outdoor 
dining room that you  
will want to relax in all 
summer. Shown here with 
Harrington dining chairs, 
H90xW47.5xD56.5cm, 
£235 each, and armchairs, 
H90xW60xD56.5cm, 
£260 each. (01793 
427450; neptune.com)

With the prospect of a glorious 
British summer ahead, now  
is a great time to review your 
garden, and create an outdoor 
dining space that will ensure 

you make the most of the warmer months. 
Purchasing the right furniture is a must, but  
with so many styles and materials to choose 
from, where do you start? 

The first thing to consider is the size of the 
space you have to work with. A large solid wood 
dining table and chairs may be a dream purchase, 
but they will overwhelm a small garden or patio 
area and provide little room for manoeuvre, so 
make sure you are realistic about the size of the 
table and chairs you choose and check all the 
measurements carefully. 

If wood is on your wishlist, there are plenty of 
designs in a range of sizes to choose from, plus 
versions that fold away for easy storage. Always 
check to see if the product is made from wood 

sourced responsibly and from forests certified to 
the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC). Hardwood 
products are pretty hardwearing, but make sure 
you clean them thoroughly after the summer and 
treat with a wood oil or preservative. Softwoods 
are more fragile and need a bit of TLC, so treat 
them on a regular basis. 

Metal furniture has a more contemporary 
feel, is great value for money, and its lightweight 
structure means it is easier to move around and 
store away. It’s also more simple to maintain, 
being wipe-clean, ready for the next use.

For the ultimate in style and comfort, rattan  
or wicker furniture is a wonderful investment,  
and the natural material is a great way to blur the 
boundaries between a garden room or conservatory 
and the garden itself. Where possible, either store 
your furniture indoors or cover it up so that it’s 
not exposed to the elements. Then for a quick, 
seasonal update, simply add the latest cushions  
and table linen in bright, cheerful colours.  

GARDEN SETS
10 of the best

Buyer’s Guide
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3RELAXING 
RATTAN
Find the perfect 
place to unwind 

with this lightweight 
weather-resistant rattan 
design from Dunelm. 
The Portland three-piece 
bistro set, £99.99, has 
a tempered glass-top 
table, H74xDia.70cm, 
and two stylish 
basket-weave chairs, 
H87xW60xD51cm. 
Created for instant 
outdoor entertaining, 
the soft neutral graphite 
shade will blend 
seamlessly with your 
outside space. (0345  
165 6565; dunelm.com)

2TRADITIONAL 
FAVOURITE
With chic lines 
to extend the 

refined feel of a period 
home into the garden, the 
new Nordina collection 
from Marks & Spencer 
features this extending 
wooden dining set, £649, 
which includes a table, 
H76xW212.5xD90cm, 
two stacking chairs 
and four folding chairs. 
Made from warm honey- 
coloured wood in an 
elegant yet functional 
design, it will set the 
scene for dining alfresco 
in style. (0333 014 8000; 
marksandspencer.com)

4 RETRO FEEL
Perfect for brunch or afternoon tea, Laura 
Ashley’s Bedgebury blue rattan table, 
H69xDia.80cm, £300, and matching chairs, 

H84xW49xD55cm, £200 each, add a charming vintage 
feel to a patio area. With a cane frame and rattan top/
seats, this design comes in three colourways and is 
only suitable for occasional outdoor use, so should be 
stored indoors. (0333 200 8009; lauraashley.com)
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6SOCIABLE SPACE 
This ingenious 
Round St Mawes 
drinks/planter 

table from Garden 
Trading, H78xDia.130cm, 
comes complete with a 
central aluminium bowl, 
ideal for filling with ice to 
keep drinks chilled, or for 
planting herbs to create 
the perfect alfresco 
centrepiece. Made from 
hardwearing reclaimed 
teak, the table comes 
with four rattan Chilgrove 
chairs, H89xW62x 
D60cm. £1,300 for the 
set. (0845 608 4448; 
gardentrading.com)

5ENGLISH 
GARDEN STYLE
A dining set to fit 
the whole family 

around, the Rissington 
1640 table, £1,595 by 
Oxley at The Chelsea 
Gardener, is made 
with a single piece of 
cast aluminium using 
traditional techniques, 
and measures H75x 
W164xD109cm. With 
matching chair, £310, 
and armchair, £330, 
both H90xW52xD48cm, 
all Oxley’s furniture is 
handmade to order in 
a choice of 16 colours. 
(020 7352 5656; 
chelseagardener.com)

7 MEDITERRANEAN 
MARBLE
Perfectly at home 
on the decking of 

a modern townhouse or 
the patio of a traditional 
country cottage, this 
mediterranean-inspired 
Sofia four-seat set, £298 
from B&Q, features 
sturdy metal chairs, 
H93xW48xD53cm and 
table, H74.5xDia.110cm, 
with a handmade 
ceramic mosaic top. 
Use it to make the most 
of long days, from a 
sunny breakfast spot to 
evening drinks. (0333 
014 3098; diy.com) 
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9 RUSTIC CHOICE
Sit back and 
appreciate the 
simple things in 

life with Cox & Cox’s 
Natural Wood dining set, 
£600. Consisting of a 
rectangular table, 
H76xW150xD74xcm; 
bench, H99xW113x 
D41cm; and two chairs, 
H99xW44xD41cm, this 
delightful slatted set  
is constructed from 
weather-resistant lime 
pine wood with aged 
metal legs for a rustic 
look. Each piece also 
folds flat so it is easy to 
move and store during 
periods of inclement 
weather. (0844 858 
0744; coxandcox.co.uk)

FURTHER CONTACTS
BARLOW TYRIE 01376 557600; teak.com 
BRAMBLECREST 01285 760974; 
bramblecrest.com 
BRIDGMAN 020 8804 7474; 
bridgman.co.uk
HOMEBASE 0345 077 8888; 
homebase.co.uk
OKA 0844 815 7380; okadirect.com

10 TROPICAL 
FLAVOUR
Reproduce 
an exotic-

themed oasis inspired 
by this summer’s Brazil 
Olympics with Dobbies’ 
stylish woven wicker 
Shrewbury six-seater 
set with parasol, 
£899. Surround the 
glass-topped table, 
H75xW140xD140cm, 
and comfy armchairs, 
H90xW49xD59cm, with 
potted palms and foliage, 
and introduce colourful 
tableware, not forgetting 
a state-of-the-art BBQ, 
such as this A-frame 
chimenea with cooking 
grill, £399. (0131 561 
6406; dobbies.com).  

8CLASSIC COMBINATION
Mix and match natural materials of wood and wicker for a timeless look  
that oozes style and sophistication. The Sydney eight-seater set, £1,699 
from BHS, consists of a large solid teak table, H77xW235xD119cm, and eight 

comfy wicker dining chairs, H50xW67xD81cm, that will create an idyllic setting for 
entertaining in a large garden. Continue the natural theme and create an elegant 
ambience with earthenware crockery, sparkling glasses and cosy wool throws for 
when the nights draw in. (0344 411 6000; bhs.co.uk)



T: 01283 554197 www.jbkind.com

Doors that add a touch 
of style to your interior...

Innovative, contemporary & classic door designs 

Order or download your copy of 
JB Kind’s Door Collection brochure

today. Visit www.jbkind.com

INSPIRATIONAL DOORS.
Undeniable value.

The best of  British-built Oak framed outbuildings,
in your own back yard

more than 20 years producing peerless classic and custom models throughout the uk,
all designed and manufactured ‘in-house’ in Herefordshire.

Full design, building regs and planning applications service available.

   EST 1991

  BUILDINGS OF DISTINCTION

B e s p o k e  T i m B e r  F r a m e d  B u i l d i n g s

garages, stables, Barns,Workshops, pool Houses, sports pavilions,
Holiday lodges, party Barns, staff  accommodation

Call:  01568 760540,  Email:  enquiries@courtyarddesigns.co.uk 
or Visit:  www.courtyarddesigns.co.uk

COURTYARD DESIGNS LTD

(Valid until 30 / 05 / 2016)



www.ventrolla.co.uk
0800 0277 454

RESTORATION | DRAUGHT-PROOFING | DOUBLE & SECONDARY GLAZING | NEW WINDOWS

Beautiful, draught-free windows

HSP GARDEN BUILDINGS LTD
Summerhouses, Gazebos, Arbours and Bespoke Structures 

Hampstead Court, Hampstead Avenue, Mildenhall, Suffolk, IP28 7AS, UK 
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SALVAGE SAVVY... 
SIDE TABLES

Reclaim & reuse
Unearth some hidden treasures for your home 
and be inspired by our salvage haul this month

Some occasional tables deserve 
to have a permanent spot 
in the garden. Antique 
outdoor furniture is becoming 
rarer and more expensive, but 
reclaimed tables can be very pretty 
and are o� en more robust than 
new aluminium bistro designs. 
� e table top may be iron mesh, 
marble or a cast pattern, or 
you can create your own by 
combining salvaged parts 
– such as an old washstand 
top on a sewing machine 
base. However, keep an 
eye on the proportions.

EXPERT ADVICE

What Ripley Decorative Home & Salvage Show  
When 13–15 May Where Ripley Castle, North Yorkshire 
Find Over 100 stands showcasing reclaimed and salvaged 
materials and furniture for the home and garden  
Details Friday trade; Saturday and Sunday, 10am–5pm. 
Adults £5, children free. (01298 27493; asfairs.com)

Yard of the month
Whether you’re looking for something 
speci� c, or a wide range of reclaimed 
materials and features, � e End of the 
World Reclaimed Centre in Aston 
Clinton, Buckinghamshire, is a small 
but good hunting ground. Expect to 
� nd a selection of doors from the 19th 
century to 1930s, � replaces and stoves. 
Most items are sold as seen, but owners 
Jillie and Gary can arrange stripping 
and restoration to suit. Open Monday 
to Saturday, 9.30am–4.30pm. (07850 
772452; reclaimedcentre.co.uk)

Should you polish, lacquer, or leave brassware 
alone? ‘A lacquered fi nish will keep the brass in 
pristine condition, and is easier if you don’t like 
polishing, whereas leaving something to tarnish 
and weather makes it much more interesting,’ 
says Sally Vernon, owner of The Antique Door 
Knocker Company. ‘However, once there’s a 
chink in the lacquer fi nish, it will result in an 
unattractive mottled e� ect.’ For fi ttings such as 
candelabra and wall lights, which are less likely to 
get scratched and harder to polish, a protective 
coating might be more practical. Consider, 
too, how the fi nishes may mellow over time. 
(01948 840666; antiquedoorknockers.co.uk)  

Salvage News

1. ORNAMENTAL ALLURE  Elegant Victorian 
cast-iron garden table, c.1870, with a fretwork 
top, H77xDia.64cm, £950, Nimbus Antiques 
(01663 734248; nimbusantiques.co.uk)
2. PETITE CHOICE  A French wrought-iron 
circular garden table, c.1910, H73xDia.65.5cm, 
£680, Architectural Heritage (01386 
584414; architectural-heritage.co.uk)
3. ANTIQUE GEM  19th-century marble- 
topped terrace table with red painted cast-iron 
legs with geometric and foliate decoration. Marble top 
W41xL61cm, £390, Jardinique (01420 560055; jardinique.co.uk)
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1

Diary date  

Sp�tted!
There is a caller waiting for this 
early-20th-century French mahogany 
hotel reception phone. An impressive 
piece for a hallway table, all of its extension 
labels are present, plus numbers and letters on 
the dial and centre. H23.5xW19.5cm, it’s £110 
at The Hoarde (01733 245103; thehoarde.com)

1

2
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Old houses were built to accommodate 
a certain amount of movement, but 
problems can result from later structural 
alterations and subsidence. Ian Rock 
outlines the signs and solutions

Renovation

movementStructural
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Living with wonky walls and the occasional sticking 
door is part of the ‘old house experience’. But when 
mysterious cracks suddenly appear from nowhere, 
people often worry that their home is afflicted by 
subsidence. Most old buildings show signs of past 

movement, such as wavy brickwork, doors trimmed to fit 
distorted openings, or sloping floors with strips of beading 
concealing gaps at skirting boards. But, in most cases, the 
movement will have stabilised. 
  
GROUND CONTROL  
Victorian houses were built with very shallow foundations 
by today’s standards but were able to accommodate a certain 
amount of movement, thanks to the use of flexible lime-based 
materials. Unlike modern concrete strip foundations, pre-
20th-century walls were built with brick ‘footings’, widening 
out at the base in a stepped pattern to spread the load. 
Foundations should be deep enough to avoid movement in 
the ground caused by frost and seasonal moisture changes, so 
the stability of Victorian footings (less than half a metre deep) 
can depend to a large extent on the type of ground they’re 

built on. Chalk and rock are the firmest types of subsoil. But 
clay, as many gardeners can attest, has a nasty habit of drying 
out, shrinking and cracking in hot dry summers until it later 
recovers, swelling back into shape in wetter weather.
 
SUBSIDENCE 
The word ‘subsidence’ refers to the ground beneath 
foundations giving way, robbing the wall of support and 
causing it to drop, cracking in a typical ‘V’-shaped pattern. 

So why does ground collapse happen? The effects of 
droughts, tree roots and heavy frosts can cause clay subsoils 
to violently shrink or swell, and leaking drains can turn the 
ground under your house into soft, squelchy marshland. 
Nearby excavation work, such as an extension being built 
next door, can also be a destabilising influence. Fortunately, 
subsiding ground due to sinkholes and old mine workings  
is extremely rare.

There is, however, another type of downward movement 
that commonly gets mistaken for subsidence – settlement. 
This is not usually a serious concern because most buildings 
gradually settle over time as the ground is slowly compressed  
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as it adjusts to new weights imposed upon it, for example  
from major structural changes like a loft conversion. 

INSURANCE CLAIMS
Most insurance claims for alleged subsidence are rejected 
because the cause lies elsewhere, such as poorly built 
conservatories pulling away from the house. Of the valid 
claims, most are linked to trees and large shrubs close to  
the house extracting moisture from shrinkable clay subsoils. 
Historically, subsidence claims have tended to peak in  
years when there were long periods of drought.

Some of the worst offending trees are broadleaf species, 
such as poplars, oaks, willows, ash, plane and sycamore trees, 
as well as fast-growing leylandii and eucalyptus. But trees 
can also be an indirect cause of subsidence where moisture-
seeking roots invade underground drains causing them 
to leak. Vegetation-related subsidence corresponds to the 
growing season from April to October, the damage usually 
reaching maximum severity in the autumn – when most 
insurance claims are submitted. 

TREE SOLUTIONS
The problem with cutting down large, thirsty trees is that the 
ground may then swell with the moisture that’s no longer 
being absorbed by the tree, with the risk that it can then 
push the foundations upwards. Known as ‘heave’, this is the 
opposite of subsidence. You also need to bear in mind that 
cutting down trees protected by Tree Preservation Orders or in 
Conservation Areas without consent can lead to prosecution.

‘Tree management’ is often a better approach. This aims 
to reduce the amount of moisture uptake, for example by 
‘pollarding’ – severe pruning. However, some species like 
willows and cherries respond to pruning with vigorous new 
growth. ‘Root barriers’ are an alternative method of tree 
management, which involves excavating a deep, narrow trench 
between the tree and the building into which special large 

rigid plastic sheets are inserted. This offers the advantage of 
retaining attractive trees, while protecting the foundations. 

UNDERPINNING 
The textbook response to subsidence is to excavate down  
to stable ground and pump tonnes of concrete into the  
void. But this is expensive and disruptive, and can actually 
create problems when applied to old buildings, setting up  
new stresses between the rigid repaired area and the 
remaining old walls. Mortgage lenders sometimes stipulate 
such works, but, ironically, underpinned houses never seem  
to recover from the stigma, with insurers often declining  
such properties. A more sensitive and less expensive  
approach with old buildings can be to lay a few courses  
of brick under the defective section of wall to re-establish 
contact with firm ground.
 
BOWING AND LEANING
The end walls of terraces can often be prone to bowing out 
or leaning. Unlike the main front and rear walls, which are 
typically connected by floor and ceiling joists, there may 
be very little holding side walls in place. This is why cast-
iron spreader plates and tie bars were commonly inserted to 
restrain the walls – like a metal corset. Also vulnerable are 
parapet walls at roof level and heavy gables over bay windows.   

Where a wall is leaning outwards at its upper level, a 
common cause is ‘roof spread’. This is where the roof rafters 
have pushed the top of a wall out, because they are no longer 
being held in place by the ceiling joists. One clue to this can  
be seen in upstairs bedrooms where gaps to window frames 
are wider at the top than at the bottom. 

Where walls have bowed out, you may see cracking to 
the interior plasterwork at the junction with internal walls 
and ceilings, along with gaps between the skirtings and the 
floor. One potential problem with walls that have travelled 
outwards is that the floor joists that used to rest in the wall  

The end walls of terraces can often be prone to bowing out or 
leaning. There may be very little holding side walls in place

PREVIOUS PAGE  
Modern plasters 
are rigid and prone 
to cracking when 
applied to old walls –
flexible lime plasters 
should be used
LEFT  Spreader 
plates and ‘S’ and 
‘X’-shaped tie bars 
are inserted through 
the wall into floor 
joists to restrain a 
wall from bowing
OPPOSITE  Wonky 
door frames add to 
an old house’s charm
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It can take over 12 months to check whether 
cracks are progressive, or simply opening 

and closing with the seasons

This is an edited extract from The Victorian & Edwardian 
House Manual by chartered surveyor Ian Rock (£25, Haynes) 

ABOVE LEFT  Subsidence can 
cause door frames to sag and 
doors to stick, and is often caused 
by leaking drains or tree roots 

LEFT  Brickwork courses rise 
and fall dramatically – but 
underpinning is not always the 
right solution to subsidence

may consequently have come loose. In this case, steel joist 
extenders can be fitted to lengthen the joists so they can  
reconnect with the wall. Bowing walls can also be resecured 
by inserting discreet stainless steel wall ties to anchor them  
to the floor joists; these are a modern alternative to traditional 
‘X’- or ‘S’-shaped tie bars.

CRACKING
Most cracks in old buildings are of little significance. Often 
the building is just ‘getting comfortable’ as its shallow 
foundations adjust to ground changes during the year.  
Cracking is more likely to occur where hard, modern plasters, 
cement renders and mortars have been applied to flexible 
old walls, but superficial cracks up to about 1mm wide are 
unlikely to be of any great concern. Cracking is more likely  
to be serious where a crack extends right through the wall 
from the ground up and where vertical tapered cracking 
appears wider at the top. 

Diagnosing the causes of cracking for insurance claims 
normally requires professional monitoring. It can take over 
12 months to check whether cracks are ‘progressive’ or simply 
opening and closing with the seasons. But as long as the 
cracking has stabilised, and gets no worse year-on-year, in 
most cases no further action will be needed. The simplest way 
to see if a crack is ‘live’ is to mark where it ends with a pencil 
and record the date. If the crack continues to grow, do the 
same again at regular intervals – rather like a height chart  
for growing children. As well as shallow foundations, another 
common cause of cracking is structural alterations. Where 
internal walls have been removed, or windows replaced, it can 
set up new stresses, so the masonry needs to settle into a new 

position. More concerning 
is when neighbours carry 
out illegal basement 
conversions, thereby 
undermining party walls 
and causing dangerous 
structural cracking in 
adjoining houses. 

DIFFERENTIAL MOVEMENT 
Where you have different foundation depths adjoining each 
other, such as an old house with a modern extension, cracking 
can occur at the junction between the two structures due to 
different rates of movement. One way to accommodate this 
is to provide a flexible joint between the two parts, allowing 
them to move harmlessly against each other without cracking. 
But differential movement is nothing new – similar problems 
can periodically arise where Victorian bay windows were built 
with shallower foundations than those to the main house.  
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This month’s essential shopping  
sources. For more key contacts  
see periodliving.co.uk/directory

Stockists

AAchica achica.com
Ada & Ina 020 7183 7986 

linenfabrics.co.uk
After Noah 020 7359 4281 
afternoah.com
Alternative Flooring 01264 335111 
alternativeflooring.com
Amara 0800 587 7645 amara.com
Amtico 01212 228355 amtico.com
And so to Bed 0808 144 4343 
andsotobed.co.uk
Anna French 020 7737 6555
Annie Sloan 01865 713089 
anniesloan.com 
Antique Bathrooms of Ivybridge 
01752 698250 antiquebaths.com
Archie Mac archiemaclondon.co.uk
Arte 0800 500 3335  
arte-international.com
Artfinder 0800 133 7434  
artfinder.com
Artisanti 0345 259 1410  
artisanti.com
Asko asko.com

BBarker & Stonehouse  
0333 331 4415 

barkerandstonehouse.co.uk
Barneby Gates 01672 560240  
barnebygates.com
Ben Eine einesigns.co.uk
Benjamin Moore 01753 575756 
benjaminmoorepaint.co.uk
Besselink & Jones 020 7351 4669 
besselink.com
BHS 0344 411 6000 bhs.co.uk
Bisque 020 7328 2225 bisque.co.uk
Bloom 0844 482 2332  
bloom.uk.com 
Brights of Nettlebed 01491 641115 
brightsofnettlebed.co.uk
Britannia Living  
0844 463 9705  
britannialiving.co.uk

Bryony & Bloom  
bryonyandbloom.com
Burleigh 01773 740740  
burleigh.co.uk

CCabbage White England  
07968 560672 

cabbagewhiteengland.com
Cath Kidston 01480 424477 
cathkidston.com
Clarke & Clarke 01706 242010 
clarke-clark.co.uk
Cole & Son 020 7376 4628 
cole-and-son.com
Collier Campbell 020 8964 5203 
colliercampbell.com
Cox & Cox 0844 858 0744 
coxandcox.co.uk
Cristina Rodriguez  
cristina-rodriguez.com
Crucial Trading 01562 743747 
crucial-trading.com
Curious Chair Company  
07989 9043222 
curiouschaircompany.co.uk 

DDanetti 020 3588 1380  
danetti.com

David Oliver at Paint Library  
020 7823 7755 paint-library.co.uk
Debenhams 0344 800 8877 
debenhams.com 
Dotcomgiftshop 020 8746 2473 
dotcomgiftshop.com
Dovre 01392 261900 dovre.co.uk
DreamMaker Bathrooms  
01728 685958 
dreammakerbathrooms.co.uk 
Drummonds 020 7376 4499 
drummonds-uk.com
Dulux 0333 222 7171 dulux.co.uk

EEarthborn 01928 734171 
earthbornpaint.co.uk

Etalage 07775 834396 etalage.co.uk
Everhot 01453 890018 everhot.co.uk

F Farrow & Ball 01202 876141 
farrow-ball.com

Feather & Black 01243 380600 
featherandblack.com
Fired Earth 01295 814396  
firedearth.com 
The French House 020 7371 7573 
thefrenchhouse.co.uk

GGarden Trading  
0845 608 4448  

gardentrading.co.uk
Gorenje 020 8247 3980  
gorenje.co.uk
Graham & Green  
020 8987 3700  
grahamandgreen.co.uk
Green Decore 07908 808703 
green-decore.com

HHarlequin 0845 123 6815 
harlequin.uk.com

Holly’s House 020 7736 2222 
hollys-house.com
House Doctor housedoctor.co.uk
House of Fraser 0345 602 1073 
houseoffraser.co.uk
Houseology 0330 363 0330 
houseology.com

I I Love Retro Eclectic at Not on 
the High Street 0345 259 1359 

notonthehighstreet.com

Ian Mankin 020 7722 0997 
ianmankin.co.uk
Ikea 020 3645 0000 ikea.co.uk
In-Spaces 07879 012294  
in-spaces.com
Ivo Prints 020 8574 7943 ivo.co.uk

J Jane Churchill 020 7318 6000 
janechurchill.com

John Lewis 0345 604 9049 
johnlewis.com
Josef Frank fabric at Svenskt Tenn 
svenskttenn.se
Juliet Travers 020 7924 3883 
juliettravers.com

KKersaint Cobb 01675 430430 
kersaintcobb.co.uk

Kitchenaid 0800 151 0908 
kitchenaid.co.uk

L Lara Sparks Embroidery  
at Not on the High Street  

0345 259 1359  
notonthehighstreet.com
Lassco 020 7394 8061 lassco.co.uk
Laura Ashley 0333 200 8009 
lauraashley.com
Liberty 020 7734 1234 liberty.co.uk
The Linen Works 020 3744 1020 
thelinenworks.co.uk
Little Greene 0845 880 5855 
littlegreene.com
Loaf 0845 468 0698 loaf.com
Lombok 020 7736 5171 lombok.co.uk
Louis Poulsen louispoulsen.com  

32
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CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT  
Oak-frame extensions, page 
137; meadow shopping ideas, 
page 17; get the look of our 
readers’ homes, page 73;  
buys for the garden, page 103

MMaps International  
01993 880939 

mapsinternational.co.uk
Marks & Spencer 0333 014 8000 
marksandspencer.com
Martin Whatson  
martinwhatson.com
Matthew Williamson at Osborne  
& Little 020 8812 3123 
osborneandlittle.com
Maya Hayuk mayahayuk.com
Mia Fleur 0116 298 6393  
miafleur.com
Mr Perswall 020 8442 7188 
mrperswall.co.uk

NNatural History Museum  
Shop nhmshop.co.uk

Neptune 01793 427300  
neptune.com
Nina Campbell distributed by 
Osborne & Little 020 8812 3000 
osborneandlittle.com
Nkuku 01803 866847 nkuku.com
Not on the High Street  
0345 259 1359 
notonthehighstreet.com

OOka 0844 815 7380  
okadirect.com

The Old Cinema Club  
020 8995 4166 theoldcinema.co.uk
The Original Bedstead Company  
020 7351 1955 obc-uk.net
Olli Ella 020 7713 8668 olliella.com

Original BTC  
020 7351 2130  
uk.originalbtc.com
Osborne & Little 020 8812 3123 
osborneandlittle.com
Out There Interiors 020 8099 7443 
outthereinteriors.com

P Pooky Lighting  
020 7351 3003 pooky.com

RRapture & Wright  
01608 652442 

raptureandwright.co.uk
RE 01434 634567  
re-foundobjects.com
Roderick James Architects  
01803 868000 
roderickjamesarchitects.com
The Rug Company 020 7243 7342 
therugcompany.com

S Sage Vaughn  
sagevaughn.com

Sainsbury’s 0800 636 262 
sainsburys.co.uk
Sanderson 0844 543 9500 
sanderson-uk.com
Sarah Gillespie sarahgillespie.co.uk
School Farm Antiques  
01986 892875  
schoolfarmantiques.com
Shimu 01274 610961 shimu.co.uk
Sofa Workshop 0808 301 8465 
sofaworkshop.com

Sofa.com 0345 400 2222 
sofa.com
Strand Quay Antiques  
01797 226790

TThese Please  
01435 817153 theseplease.co.uk

Tobys Reclamation 01392 833499  
tobysreclamation.com
Tommy Bahama  
tommybahama.com

UUrbane Living 020 7138 3838 
urbaneliving.co.uk

VVanessa Arbuthnott  
01285 831437 

vanessaarbuthnott.co.uk
Very 0344 822 2321 very.co.uk
Villeroy & Boch 020 8875 6027 
villeroy-boch.co.uk
Vintage French vintagefrench.com
Volga Linen 01728 635020 
volgalinen.co.uk

WWillis & Gambier  
01733 318400  

willisgambier.co.uk
Within Home 020 7087 2901 
withinhome.com

ZZara Home 0800 026 0091 
zarahome.com

Zoffany 0844 543 4600  
zoffany.com

Stockists

TERMS & CONDITIONS Prize competitions 
are open to UK residents aged 18 and over, 
except employees of Centaur Home Interest 
Media (Centaur), the prize supplier and their 
immediate families, and anyone else connected 
with the creation and administration of the 
promotion. Winners will be notified via post 
or email after the draw date. By entering 
the competition, the winner(s) consent(s) 
to any publicity generated as a result of 
the competition, and for this to be used 
on the Period Living website or within the 
magazine at any time. Text entries cost £1 plus 
network extras and all entrants must have 
the bill payer's permission. Any text received 
after 4pm on the stated closing date of the 
competition may be charged but won't be 
entered in the draw. The editor's decision is 
final and no correspondence will be entered 
into. Only one entry per person. No purchase 
necessary. Prizes are non-transferable, non-
negotiable and no cash alternatives will be 
offered. Centaur and the prize supplier reserve 
the right to substitute the prize for another 
prize of equal value. Centaur reserves the right 
to withdraw any competition prize at any time 
without notice. Centaur is not responsible 
for incorrect prize details supplied by prize 
suppliers. By entering the competition, the 
entrant agrees to the terms of the privacy 
policy. In addition, Centaur may pass your 
personal information to the prize suppliers  
and their data processors if you are opted 
in to this service. Centaur will not accept 
responsibility for loss through technical fault, 
incomplete, illegible or other damaged entries. 
Proof of postage/entry will not be accepted 
as proof of receipt. Postal entries will not be 
accepted for online only competitions. The 
competition draw is held by Period Living, 2 
Sugar Brook Court, Aston Road, Bromsgrove, 
Worcestershire B60 3EX. These Terms and 
Conditions are governed by the Laws of 
England and shall be subject to the non-
exclusive jurisdiction of the English courts.



To view our entire range or to order your free colour brochure 
call 01443 771222 or visit www.thomaslloyd.com

Great British
Furniture Makers of Fine Leather Furniture

for Generations

� British Standard tested and approved  � Made in our own
UK factory  � Direct from the factory prices  � 21 day 

money-back promise  � 2 year guarantee

CHESTERFIELD 3 SEATER SOFA
WAS £1299 - NOW ONLY £899

130 X 94 CHEST_Layout 1  03/03/2016  11:01  Page 1

British manufacturers
of interior design
and accessories.

Faux books for traditional, 
classic or contemporary 

schemes

Bespoke commisions 
undertaken

1 Wilkinson Road
Cirencester

Gloucestershire
GL7 1YT

Tel 01285 641 664

Quote PL0516 for 5% 
discount

Email: sales@originalbooks.net          www.originalbooks.net

OVER 20,000 RUGS 
TO BUY ONLINE, 
MOBILE OR IN STORE

Extra Large Sizes
Bespoke Rugs

Traditional Rugs
Modern Rugs
Shaggy Rugs

Childrens Rugs

Website www.therugseller.co.uk    
Email sales@therugseller.co.uk   

Telephone 0845 634 3477 or 0161 876 4566
Visit our Facebook page for updates and competitions

 

LOWEST PRICE PROMISE ● FREE UK DELIVERY ● NO QUIBBLE RETURNS

10% DISCOUNT 
ON ALL ORDERS 

FOR PERIOD LIVING 
READERS

Enter discount code 
"Period Living"
at the checkout
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Keep your period home maintained 
and in good condition with advice from

periodliving.co.uk/renovating



Marketplace
Looking for the perfect period-style furnishings, fi xtures and fi nishes for your decorating

or renovation project? You’ll fi nd everything you need right here. To book advertising 
space call Emma Farrington on 020 7970 4421 or email emma.farrington@centaur.co.uk

CATEGORY GUIDE
❋   SHOWCASE p164

❋   ANTIQUE FAIRS & AUCTIONS p162

❋   ARCHITECTURAL SALVAGE p166

❋  BATHROOMS p175

❋  BEDROOMS p174

❋  BUILDING SERVICES p166

❋  FABRIC p174

❋  FIXTURES & FITTINGS p172

❋  FLOORING p168

❋  FURNITURE & ANTIQUES p171

❋ HEATING p174

❋  KITCHENS p176

❋  LIGHTING p170

❋  PAINT p172

❋  RUGS & CARPETS p 176

MARSHALL ALPHA
NOW ELECTRIC

Still also available oil, wood & multi fuelMARSHALL ONE ALPHA - NOW ELECTRIC
Probably the most beautiful 3 oven electric

cooker in the world.

Also available, to stand alongside the Marshall
cooker, is the electric mini cooker for use in the 
summer when you do not want a hot kitchen.

Also available Oil & Wood�red.

Please contact Tel No. 01332 833000 
for brochures

(A division of Sandyford Cookers)

www.sandyford.co.uk    
www.marshallcookers.co.uk

MARSHALL

Special price £4,900 plus delivery

Probably the most beautiful 3 oven electric cooker in the world. Also available, to stand alongside the 
Marshall cooker, is the electric mini  cooker for use in the summer when you do not want a hot kitchen.

Please contact Tel No. 01332 833000 for brochures (A division of Sandyford Cookers)

www.sandyford.co.uk  www.marshallcookers.co.uk

MARSHALL ONE ALPHA - NOW ELECTRIC
Probably the most beautiful 3 oven electric

cooker in the world.

Also available, to stand alongside the Marshall
cooker, is the electric mini cooker for use in the 
summer when you do not want a hot kitchen.

Also available Oil & Wood�red.

Please contact Tel No. 01332 833000 
for brochures

(A division of Sandyford Cookers)

www.sandyford.co.uk    
www.marshallcookers.co.uk

MARSHALL

Special price £4,900 plus delivery
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3 Sandown Park - Monthly Antiques & Collectors Market
Sandown Park Racecourse, Esher, Surrey, KT10 9AJ

An admission FREE monthly Monday 
market. Discover a great range of 

antique and vintage goods from over 
300 hundred stalls. Car Parking £5 

per vehicle. Free minibus shuttle from 
Esher Rail Station from 8.30am. 

 
Monday 11th April; Monday 9th May 

Monday 13th June & Monday 11th July 

iacf.co.uk  01636 702326

2 Newark - International Antiques & Collectors Fair
Newark & Nottinghamshire Showground, Newark, 

Nottinghamshire NG24 2NY

Europe’s largest antiques event – with 
over a thousand stalls featuring every 
kind of item you could imagine! The 

ultimate treasure hunt – not to be 
missed.    

 
Thursday 7th & Friday 8th April; 
Thursday 2nd & Friday 3rd June 

iacf.co.uk  01636 702326

1 Visit a B2B Events fair for the very best in antiques & collectors 
fairs, vintage, flea and retro.  Check out our website for all our fairs 

– a snapshot for April are:-
Saturday 2 April 2016 - Cranmore Park Vintage & Antiques Fair- NEW EVENT

Exhibition Centre, Cranmore Avenue, Shirley, Solihull B90 4LF
Up to 150 exhibitors in one building offering good antiques, 

vintage and retro items.   Admission 10am-4pm - £2pp.

23 & 24 April 2016: Detling Antiques, Vintage & 
Collectors Fair Kent County Showground, Detling, 

Maidstone, Kent ME14 3JF. Admission - Saturday 8.30am - 
£6pp:  10am- 4.30pm -£5: Sunday 10am-3.30pm £4pp.

Indoor and outside pitches at this cosmopolitan fair in the 
garden of England.

www.b2bevents.info, twitter @b2bfairs or 01636-676531

PERIOD LIVING’S GUIDE TO......

Antique Centres, fairs & Auctions
All the events in the antiques world worth knowing about. To include a listing, call 

Emma Farrington on 020 7970 4421 or email emma.farrington@centaur.co.uk

2 & 6 Newark International 
Antiques & Collectors Fair

10 Shepton Mallet Antiques, 
Vintage & Collectors Fair

1 Cranmore Park Vintage & 
Antiques Fair

9 Midland Furniture Auctions

4 Ardingly 
International Antiques 
& Collectors Fair

4 Ardingly - International Antiques & Collectors Fair
South of England Showground, Ardingly, West Sussex  RH17 6TL

A cosmopolitan fair awaits. The largest 
antiques event in the south, expect 

decorative collectables, ornate mirrors, 
furniture, kitchenware and much more 

for the home.    
 

Tuesday 19th & Wednesday 20th April 
Tuesday 21st & Wednesday 22nd June 
Tuesday 19th & Wednesday 20th July

iacf.co.uk  01636 702326

5 Lincolnshire Antiques 
and Home Show

7 Alexandra 
Palace Antiques 
& Collectors Fair

4 Chester Antiques Show

1 Detling 
Antiques & 
Collectors Fair

8 The Annual 
Buxton Antiques 

Fair

3 Sandown Park & 
Antiques Collectors 
Market

12 Decorative Home & 
Salvage Show

11 Newbury Antiques 
& Collectors Fair
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11 Newbury - Antiques & Collectors Fair
Newbury Showground, Priors Court Road, Hermitage, 

Newbury, Berkshire RG18 9QZ
The first of the Newbury Antiques & 
Collectors Fairs in its new format - a 
new two day fair at the end of the week, 

held at the Newbury Showground. 
Enjoy plentiful antique and 

vintage choice.    
 

Friday 13th & Saturday 14th May 
Friday 29th & Saturday 30th July

iacf.co.uk  01636 702326

You can expect to find reclaimed and salvaged materials, garden furniture and 
statuary, restored and up-cycled furniture, period home fixtures and fittings, 

decorative and architectural antiques, decorative furnishings and industrial items. 
An ideal summer day out!

May 13 - 15: Friday Trade Preview 12 noon - 5pm.
Free of Charge for all registered attendees. £10 p/p for all

non-registered attendees. 
Saturday & Sunday 10am – 5pm £5 p/p. Under 16s free. 

asfairs.com 01298 27493

12 Decorative Home & Salvage Show
Ripley Castle, Ripley, Harrogate, North Yorkshire HG3 3AY

Midland Furniture Auctions holds one of the UK’s biggest 
weekly furniture auctions. Every Wednesday their salerooms 

are packed with the latest ranges and types of furniture. 
Bidders can expect choice at great prices. Located off the M1 

(J28) near Alfreton, Derbyshire. 
10 Grange Close, 

Clover Nook Industrial Park, 
Alfreton, Derbyshire, 

DE55 4QT.
Call 01773 832 555

www.mfagroup.co.uk

9  Midland Furniture Auctions 10 Shepton Mallet - Antiques, Vintage & Collectors Fair
Royal Bath & West Showground, Shepton Mallet, 

Somerset, BA4 6QN

From luggage and leather goods 
to glassware and silver, you don’t 
want to miss this West Country 

weekend event. Favoured by interiors 
professionals.    

 
Friday 6th - Sunday 8th May
Friday 1st – Sunday 3rd July

iacf.co.uk  01636 702326

7 Alexandra Palace - Antiques & Collectors Fair
Alexandra Palace, Alexandra Palace Way, London N22 7AY

London’s largest Sunday antiques 
event includes a pop-up vintage fair 
and complimentary valuations from 

an antiques expert.    
 

Sunday 1st May 
Sunday 4th September 

iacf.co.uk  01636 702326

8 The Annual Buxton Antiques Fair
The Pavilion Gardens, St John’s Road, Buxton, Derbyshire SK17 6BE

40 specialist dealers at this popular spring 
fair situated in the heart of Buxton, the 

jewel of the Peak District. View and buy a 
wide range of period & decorative furniture, 
pottery, porcelain, metalwork, clocks, 19th 
and 20th century jewellery, objets d’art and 

much more, with prices for every pocket.  
Complimentary Admission tickets from 

www.cooperevents.com
12th - 15th May 2016

Cooper Fairs Tel: 01278 784912.

With thousands of international stalls
selling the most beautiful antiques, 

jewellery, furniture, reclamation items, 
French linens, vintage clothing and 

accessories. The world famous Lincolnshire 
Antiques and Home Show is the largest in 
Europe and attracts thousands of buyers 

and sellers from all over the world.
Monday 4& Tuesday 5 April 2016

Monday 30 & Tuesday 31 May 2016
asfairs.com 01298 27493

5  Antiques and Home Show
Lincolnshire Showground, Grange-de-Lings, Lincoln, LN2 2NA

6 Runway Monday at Newark - Antiques & Collectors Fair
The Runway, adjacent to Newark Air Museum, Newark & 

Nottinghamshire Showground NG24 2NY

Top up on all things antique and 
vintage at this one day event. An 

eclectic mix of items awaits - from 
kitchenware to clothing, and from 

furniture to collectables.  
 Monday 25th April
Monday 23rd May
Monday 27th June 

iacf.co.uk  01636 702326
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SHOWCASE

  Exquisite Coromandel Crewel
Embroidered Fabrics

As supplied to the National Trust
0118 979 6222 www.coromandel.co.uk

Finesse Fine Pewter Hardware’s manufacturing 
process combines modern automated processes 
with traditional hand finishing skills. Genuine 
Pewter does not require varnish or plating. Our 
product has a naturally ageing Patina that is 
unique to the ancient art of Pewter making. 
T:01207 500050 E: sales@finessedesign.com
www.finessedesign.com

Cedral Lap 
Cedral Lap fibre cement weatherboard is a low 
maintenance, rot free alternative to traditional timber 
weatherboarding. An easy to fix cladding option for 
house builders, self builders and home improvers, 
the planks can be installed in a clapper-board style 
onto both new and existing properties. Cedral Lap 
is available in 21 solid colours and two woodstain 
finishes with a complementary range of trims.

www.marleyeternit.co.uk

The Douglas Watson Studio offers high quality 
hand made and hand painted tiles using 
traditional techniques and a wide range of 
styles. Tiles for kitchens, bathrooms, fireplaces 
or any other application are custom made for 
each client.

01491 629960 www.douglaswatsonstudio.co.uk
info@douglaswatsonstudio.co.uk

Douglas_Watson_0516.indd   1 10/03/2016   13:59

Bromleighs offer an extensive range of switches 
and electrical accessories to suit both period and 
contemporary interiors. Their Forged and Profile 
Collections are hand-made at their workshop in 
Cornwall, using inserts manufactured here in the 
UK. The Hardwood, Bakelite and Period Switch 
collections are made with British Oak which is 
hand-stained and waxed. Recent installations 
include a Chateau in France and the extensive 
refurbishment of an Irish Castle. Bromleighs 
also offer a wide range of interior and exterior 
lighting and architectural hardware. For a current 
brochure or further information, please call the 
team on 01208 79490 or www.bromleighs.com

THE TWISTER
100% cotton on 
promotion at £59. 

The Twister gracefully 
adds an element 
of fluidity to your 
wardrobe, whilst 
at the same time, 
provides you with an 
enduringly versatile 
cropped style sweater. 
Team with your 
favourite jeans, shorts 
or skirt, or layer over a 
casual dress when you 

need a little extra warmth, but still want to feel 
feminine and elegant. Knitted in hard wearing 
cotton, yet soft to the touch, machine washable. 
Original Blues – available in more colours 
from our store www.originalblues.uk or 
phone 020 8813 7766.

THE TWISTER
100% cotton on promotion at £59.

The Twister
gracefully adds
an element
of fluidity to
your wardrobe,
whilst at the
same time,
provides
you with an
enduringly
versatile
cropped style
sweater.
Team with
your favourite
jeans, shorts
or skirt, or

layer over a casual dress when you need
a little extra warmth, but still want to feel
feminine and elegant.
Knitted in hard wearing cotton, yet soft to
the touch, machine washable.
Original Blues – available in more colours
from our store www.originalblues.uk or
phone 020 8813 7766.

National research by CensusWide has revealed that 
mould was by far the least appealing factor for people 
viewing a home. 
44 per cent of people said they would be put off 
buying or renting a house if they noticed on a viewing 
that it had mould. The research also revealed that 
one in three people said they suffered with mould in 
their home but were not aware of how to permanently 
solve the problem.
EnviroVent has the answer!  Its Mr Venty® system 
works by drawing in fresh, filtered, clean air from 
the outside and gently ventilating the home from a 
central position, usually in the loft, above a landing in 
a house, or a central hallway in a flat or bungalow.  It 
dilutes moisture laden air, displacing it and replacing 
it to control humidity levels between 45 and 60 per 
cent, preventing condensation from forming. 
For more details visit the website www.envirovent.com 
or call 0345 27 27 807.

PL_Envirovent_0516.indd   1 10/03/2016   10:38

SHAWS OF DARWEN - RIBCHESTER 800
The Ribchester 800 is a double bowl sink with 
central dividing wall featuring a distinctive fluted 
front. Shaws sinks can be used in traditional or 
contemporary style properties and because they 
are made in England, consumers can be assured 
they are getting the Best of British design, 
manufacture and quality.  

Tel: 01254 775111 Web: www.shawsofdarwen.com
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Quality Oak Beams, Reclaimed & Air Dried Oak - Delivered Worldwide
Tel. 01825 723648  www.tradoak.com

ARCHITECTURAL ANTIQUES & SALVAGE

www.fiddes.co.uk
Fiddes Woodfinishes, Florence Works, Brindley Road, Cardiff CF11 8TX
Tel: +44 (0)2920 340323 Email: finishes@fiddes.co.uk

HARD WAX OIL
A blend of natural oils & waxes offering 
exceptional durability & resistance for 
internal natural wood flooring, kitchen 
worktops (wood) and areas subjected 
to a high degree of wear. Produces a 
quick drying, natural satin / matt water 
repellent, tread-fast finish in a single day.

• Quick drying - 2 coats in one day
• Easy to apply & maintain
• Water & stain resistant (BS 3900G5)
• Highly durable (BS 3900E15)
• Child safe when dry (EN 71)
• Suitable for all internal wood surfaces
• Excellent coverage (20-24 m2 / Lt)

• Natural finish
• Quick drying - 2 coats in one day

Beautiful wood...Naturally.

Made in the UK

Holding over 100 auctions a year for
Jewellery, Watches & Antiques

in Birmingham’s Jewellery Quarter.

Visit www.fellows.co.uk to view the
full auction calendar, and for more
information about free valuations.

Jewellery Quarter Saleroom
Augusta Street, Birmingham B18 6JA

Mayfair London Office
2nd Floor, 3 Queen Street, W1J 5PA

0121 212 2131

BUILDING SERVIVES

ARCHITECTURAL ANTIQUES & SALVAGE
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15 Market Place, Hingham, Norfolk NR9 4AF
t: 01953 851 868 e: mongers@mongersofhingham.co.uk

www.mongersofhingham.co.uk

QUALITY SALVAGE & ANTIQUE FITTINGS

Original fireplaces
Antique bathrooms
Cast iron radiators

Door furniture
Garden antiques

Reclaimed flooring

Architectural features
Period doors

Windows & Glass
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G E N E R A T I O N S
1 8 4 1

A G E D  O A K  F L O O R I N G
- -

Fully compatible with under floor heating
Every board is entirely planed by hand

Carefully aged and polished by hand to simulate years of wear

0 1 5 0 9  2 1 0  3 2 1   W W W . G E N E R A T I O N S . C O . U K

Storks Period Living Nov 14.indd   1 3/09/2014   10:46:14 AM

01509 234000 - www.floorsofstone.com
Cotes Mill, Nottingham Road, Loughborough, LE12 5TL

OrlestoneOak

www.orlestoneoak.co.uk

●  Solid oak flooring in 3 grades
●  Floor matching service
● Multi-width and extra-length
●  Engineered hardwood flooring 
 

01233 732179

OAK  O
RLESTONE 

  Solid oak flooring manufactured at our Kent sawmill  

OAK SAWMILL   OAK BUILDINGS   OAK JOINERY   OAK FLOORINGOAK JOINERY   OAK FLOORING

NEW!  

Phone for our 
52  page brochure 
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t r a d i t i o n a l  w i n d o w s . . .
c l e a r l y  w i t h o u t  c o m p r o m i s e

Specialising in the manufacture, installation and
refurbishment of:

www.latticewindows.net
T: 01386 701079
E: sales@latticewindows.net

Unit 85 Northwick Business Centre, Blockley, Moreton-in-Marsh, Gloucs GL56 9RF

A Division of Mike Honour Windows

• Steel windows • Traditional timber frames
• Leaded lights • Various types of glazing to suit
• Our Windows can be Part ‘L’ compliant

Call 01233 850082
www.thevintagefl oortilecompany.co.uk

Stocking the largest selection of 
original encaustic, geometric and 

reclaimed quarry tiles in the country.

PA RT N E R S  I N

MASCo Vintage Floor
Tile companyArchitectural Salvage

Reclaim Reuse&
The Old
Radiator
Company

PA RT N E R S  I N

MASCo Vintage Floor
Tile companyArchitectural Salvage

Reclaim Reuse&

Vintage & Architectural

Commerce House 4 High Street Nutfield Surrey RH1 4HQ
www.stairropesdirect.com  E-mail: info@periodflooring.com

Tel: 01737 823053
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Stair Rope Specialist
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To experience furniture at its fi nest visit us in store
0191 237 1303   WWW.DELCOR.CO.UK

NORTHUMBERLAND | LONDON | LINCOLNSHIRE | CHESHIRE

www.pooky.com

pedigree lamps, mongrel prices

for sales/enquiries or FREE brochure call - 01423 500442
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The Elmley Sofa/Sofa Bed in House Linen Oyster

Call us on 0845 468 0577 or visit willowandhall.co.uk

Luxury 14cm deep mattresses
on all our sofa beds

Over 35 years of quality 
British craftsmanship

Extensive fabric and 
customisation options

Exceptional value compared 
to the high streetSofa Beds | Sofas | Beds

up to 50% off  *

*T’s & C’s apply.

TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT WITH YOUR LOCAL ADVISOR 
CALL 0800 916 6506 OR VISIT HILLARYS.CO.UK

You’ll love what we do
Carpets  I  Blinds  I  Curtains  I Shutters
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T: 01208 79490 www.bromleighs.com

Bromleighs
Anything less is a compromise

Sockets & Switches Lighting Hardware 

FIXTURES & FITTINGS

www.BritishIronmongery.co.uk

BRITISH IRONMONGERY
High Quality Door and Window Furniture

0845 257 1147        sales@britishironmongery.co.uk

Choose British Ironmongery - Because Quality Matters…

• Choose from the highest quality period and vintage style  
   architectural ironmongery
• Manufactured by some of the best British  manufacturers, 
   all using traditional methods
• Available in over 25 different metals and finishes



periodliving.co.uk  MAY 2016  173

LEEK, STAFFORDSHIRE
TEL. 01538 372202

P U R V E Y O R S
OF

HARDWARE, GARDENWARE
AND

A C C E S S O R I E S
F O R

PERIOD HOMES

��

www.periodfeatures.net� �

PERIOD
FEATURES

� �

Happy Days Vintage Homestore 
& Artisan Market is a regular 
Aladdin’s Cave, full to the 
brim with all things vintage 
you need to make your home 
unique.

Within our 30 stalls are 
an ever-changing range of 
antique & vintage furniture, 
curios, garden salvage, 
handcrafted gifts and so 
much more. Happy Days offers 
something for everyone.

Church Street, Cowbridge, Vale of Glam,
10 miles from Cardiff 

t: 01446 771191 w: happydaysvintagehomestore.co.uk   

PL_Happy_Days_0516.indd   1 04/03/2016   15:29

In our bid to make the perfect storage heater we would like
to point out that the Invincible™ range is different from the
vast majority in the market.

� Invincible™ heaters are radiant heaters with natural
convection, not high temperature convection heaters

� Invincible™ heaters are low input heaters with individual
block elements ranging from half an amp to 1.1 amps

� Invincible™ heaters are future ready, read about some
sensational developments in our brochure

� Invincible™ heaters use low temperature elements so no dust
will ever burn in them and the element will never glow red -
means long, long life and clean heating

� Invincible™ heaters are timed and thermostatically controlled
to a tenth of a degree, so they use the absolute minimum
amount of electricity when you actually need to be warm

Canny Finance vs 0% Finance
Sunflow does not offer consumer finance or advice. However,
we have observed that 0% finance is not free finance, in fact
if you read the small print the rates are very high. With a
Sunflow quote you can take up the challenge and see, with
just two phone calls to lenders, just how good a rate you can
get from the market. This way you will end up with high
quality heating with a 10 year guarantee as well as big
savings, instead of price inflated poor quality, poor
guarantees and high monthly payments.

BRITISH MANUFACTURING

It is important that we keep manufacturing in this
country as it provides jobs and investment. Sunflow’s
research and development and patent work keeps us
out in front. However, we know that a discerning public
wants exceptional quality. We give it, show it and
guarantee it. Whatever you are looking at you should
compare with Sunflow.

To find out more call 0800 158 8272 or visit www.sunflowltd.co.uk

Experts in electric heating,
manufactured in Britain

SUNFLOWFor your copy of our free brochure,
please call 0800 158 8270

BS EN 60335
KM 600144

IMPORTANT MESSAGE
FROM SUNFLOW...

We have written to several importers who advertise long
guarantees. We asked, does this include the controls? The answer
is NO. Most only give 2 years, some hide this in the (very) small
print or do not even mention it in their advertising.

A Sunflow guarantee is 10 YEARS and DOES include the
Sunflow wireless digital control and the Sunflow manual control.

Our 10 year guarantee, can they beat it?
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Suppliers of Original Cast Iron Radiators & Traditional Valves & Fittings

01435 868289 mail@theheritagegroup.co.uk
www.heritagecastironradiators.com 

HEATING

“Top quality reasonably priced!”
Curtains, blinds and pelmets etc made to 

measure & installed. 
Thousands of fabrics, poles etc.

Call now for a home visit by a professional 
Interior Designer

01372 723 640
Epsom

0208 688 6282
Croydon
fabricworldlondon.co.uk

THE CAST IRON
RADIATOR FACTORY

TEL: 0116 260 9257 | WWW.CASTIRONRADIATORFACTORY.COM SCAN FOR
BROCHURE
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THECAST IRON
RADIATORFACTORY

TEL: 0116 260 9257 | WWW.CASTIRONRADIATORFACTORY.COM
BROCHURE

l   Very competitive rates for all grades of listed properties.
l   All types of construction covered e.g Timber Framed, Cob, Lathe & Plaster Etc.
l   Policies can be written with agreed value and no under-insurance clause.
l   Where required Policyholders will be provided with a free survey and qualified advice on rebuilding costs. This in 
    cludes risk improvements and recommendations where required and a written report.  (Subject to sum insured).
l   Cover is also available for let properties, occupied and properties undergoing minor works.
l   For full details of the schemes please telephone, email to info@bruford.co.uk or obtain further details and a quotation 
    request form at www.bruford.co.uk. If telephoning please ask for Jason Mayled, Andy Conduit or Judy Brown.

45 St James Street, Taunton, Somerset TA1 1JR
Tel 01823 277188 Email info@bruford.co.uk

OLD HISTORIC & LISTED BUILDINGS INSURANCE

www.time4sleep.co.uk

Traditional &
Contemporary Beds

Traditional &
Contemporary Beds

Revival advert 93x58_2.indd   2 29/05/2015   13:10

01179 372 555 pinckneygreen.co.uk
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ARCHITECTURAL RECLAMATION

ARCHITECTURE

ACCESSORIES ARTS, CRAFTS AND GIFTS

AWNINGS

CANDLESTICK &
BAKELITE

We specialise in telephones and have many rare
and interesting items dating from 1920s to 1960s
For further details write to: PO Box 308,

Orpington, Kent BR5 1TB
Telephone us on: 020 8467 3743
email: candlestick.bakelite@mac.com
www.candlestickandbakelite.co.uk

Old Flagstones,
Aga Cookers,

Terracotta Floors,
Pine, Oak and

Elm Floorboards,
Oak Beams and

Pine Doors,
Period Bathrooms,

Butler’s Sinks,
Fireplaces and

Architectural and
Garden Antiques.

High Quality Reclaimed Traditional Building Materials and Architectural Antiques

Cow Drove, Bere Regis, Dorset BH20 7JZ
Tel: 01929 472200 Fax: 01929 472292

e-mail: info@dorsetreclamation.co.uk www.dorsetreclamation.co.uk
DELIVERY ARRANGED

Dorset Reclamation Ltd

CLIMATISEDCOATINGS
ELIMINATES HOUSE PAINTING

Climatised coatings are a superb range of external wall
coatings that are tough, flexible, durable and weatherproof

• High build breathing coating suitable for all types of external
walls

• All latest colourings available
• Nationwide service with 30 years experience
• Guaranteed not to flake, peel or chip for 10 years
• Not affected by acid rain or a salt laden atmosphere

ELIZABETH BRADLEY
New Botanical Design

The Poinsettia

Elizabeth Bradley Designs Ltd
www.elizabethbradley.com

email:ebd@elizabethbradley.com
Tel:01488 680 880

As Seen onGrandDesigns

BATHROOMS

Sidney Hardwick
Handmade Stoneware Washbasins. Existing

washbasins in stock or made to order.
www.sidneyhardwick.co.uk Tel: 01235 850263

BLINDS

BATHROOMS

123-HOME-DecJan-UK-class:WTS TEH AUG-SEPT 04 v5  23/10/08  10:35  Page 123

LIGHTING
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BATHROOMS

Hays of Erroll.co.uk

Art Deco & Traditional Taps, 
Showers & accessories.

Made to order
North Island Plumbing & Radiators 

Tel. 01779 481996

Traditional, reclaimed building materials. 
Architectural antiques. Fireplace showroom.

Ronson Reclaim, Upper Parting, Sandhurst Lane, 
Sandhurst, Gloucestershire GL2 9NG.

T: 01452 387890 M: 07714 266414
W: ronsonreclaim.com E: ron@ronsonreclaim.com

What makes an Albion bath unique?
Our exclusive bath material creates a difference you can feel....

Request your brochure on: 01255 831605
or go to: www.albionbathco.com

ALBION
Handmade bathrooms directly from our factory

Period Living March '16.indd   1 14/12/2015   17:30
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Thornhill Range Cookers
ECO Range Cooker &
Reconditioned Aga’s
www.ecorangecookers.co.uk
info@trcookers.co.uk  Tel 01227 780 830

Traditional style Iron Range Cookers with 21st Century Technology
 

Our ECO cookers have a homely look, but are highly efficient, giving you 
complete control to minimise fuel usage. The 3 oven wood has patented burning 

technology. So clean burning, it can be used in any city. Designed & made in 
Kent, using craftsmen from over 10 local companies we export worldwide. 

British Iron Range Cookers that don’t cost the earth.
Wood – oil – gas – pellet 3 or 5 ovens.


01608
811811

From weavers’
co-op, Kerala.

Ideal for
hallways, kitchens,
workrooms, playrooms,
garden rooms – COIR
(from the husks of coconuts)
is the most robust natural
fibfibre for floormats. Looks
good too!

Tough,
good-looking

floormats,
100% coir

1x0.65M
£10

2x1.3M
£40

2.5x0.75M
£30

1.5x1M
£23

3x2M
£90

choose
from
5 sizes

choose
from
5 sizes

01608
811811

Most GB delivery £3.50 per order.

Our 100% coir mats are woven
tight for maximum durability, and
are made to 5 sizes on the loom
with proper finishing around all
four edges to ensure significant
structural advantage.  Not cut from
rrolls, and free from rubber backing
or fabric edging (lets stone floors
«breathe»), ours is exceptional
coir unique to us. Order online.

RUGS & CARPETS

At the heart ofAt the heart ofAt the heart of
your homeyour homeyour home

Lynx Trading Estate, YEOVIL BA20 2HL     T: 01935 434700
SEE US IN STORE - OR ONLINEwww.creamerykitchens.co.uk SEE US IN STORE - OR ONLINEwww.creamerykitchens.co.uk
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Request your FREE copy of our inspirational kitchen 
brochure

PHIL GREEN & SON

 

Reconditioned 
Aga range 
cookers & 

Rayburn-ranges 
available in all 

colours

Tel: 01885 488936 
www.philgreenandson.co.uk

KITCHENS

HARDWOOD WORKTOPS
& END GRAIN CHOPPING BLOCKS

Made to measure

www.bordercraft.co.uk
Email: sales@bordercraft.co.uk 

TEL: 01981 550 251



periodliving.co.uk  MAY 2016  177

• 100% solid wood kitchens - no MDF, chipboard or ply

• Dovetail jointed drawers - mortise and tenon joints for carcases

• Free design service, individual, hand drawn plans

• Non-standard sizes, at no extra cost, to suit your kitchens dimensions

• Fully assembled units; no annoying flat-pack assembly

• Straightforward, easy to understand costing - prices include VAT & delivery

P  NELAND FURNITURE LTD

EMAIL: enquiries@pineland.co.uk
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.pineland.co.uk 

CLEOBURY MORTIMER, 
SHROPSHIRE 01299  271143

NORTHWICH, CHESHIRE
01606  41292

A privately owned, family company that has been established for over 20 years

• Painted units are now available

® ®

charnwood
Exceptional British made wood stoves
01983 537780    www.charnwood.com

MJ 213  x 290.indd   1 06/02/2015   12:49:35

Leicestershire - London

01548 830069
www.westcountrycookers.com Established 1994

Beautifully restored & renovated Aga Cookers



When I was a child, I owned a huge dressing-up 
box with my sister, and my passion for vintage 
clothing and fabrics was born out of those days. 
I love the stories behind each garment and the 
characters you become.

At the studio, a 12th-century grain store in Penzance, Cornwall, 
which I share with my husband and business partner Charlie, we 
have hundreds of vintage fabrics, some of which date back to the 
19th century. One of my all-time favourites is Cottage Garden by 
Liberty; we used this print in one of our parasol collections a couple 
of years ago. We source fabrics from across the UK and Europe, 
working closely with a network of trusted textile collectors.

Our home is � lled with objects amassed from travels near and 
far. � e pieces evoke memories of these places and make the 
experiences tangible. From trinkets picked up at markets in Paris 
and ceramics from travels in India, to artworks from friends and 
even my own drawings, everything has a story. My most cherished 
possession is an antique engagement ring, which once belonged to 
Charlie’s great-grandmother. It’s a real treasure. 

� e Old High Street in Falmouth has a 
wonderful mix of vintage and antiques shops. 
I once found a beautiful collection of 1950s 
hand-knitted cardigans. Homeware store Linen & 
Clay in Perranuthnoe Cove is another favourite, 
along with No.56 and Shiver Me Timbers 
reclamation yard, which are both in Penzance.

My perfect day would begin with a wander 
down historic Chapel Street in Penzance, with 
breakfast in the Honeypot Café. � en, in the sweet 
Cornish sunshine, I’d walk along the cli� s of the south coast and 
swim o�  one of the secluded beaches. A� erwards, I’d head down to 
Rock Pool Cafe at Mousehole for grilled mackerel and cocktails. Later 
this year I’m really looking forward to going to the Port Eliot Festival. 
� e sublime setting coupled with the artistic vision of creative 
director Michael Howells makes for a magical experience.  

(07590 019835; sunbeamjackie.com)
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My vintage world
KATY NAPIER
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FROM TOP  Katy at the 
studio; this stunning 
Sunbeam Jackie parasol 
is made from various 
waterproofed vintage 
fabrics, £1,495; Cottage 
Garden fabric designed 
by Collier Campbell for 
Liberty in the 1970s
BELOW  No.56 store in 
Penzance (no-56.com)

The co-founder of Sunbeam Jackie 
shares her treasures and Cornish haunts 

CLOCKWISE FROM 
TOP MIDDLE  Mousehole 
harbour; Katy treasures 
her inherited sapphire and 
diamond engagement 
ring; Sunbeam Jackie’s 
Champagne chairs are 
inspired by folding 
furniture originally made 
for military camps – this 
Poppy design features 
vintage Clementina fabric 
from Liberty, £795
BELOW  Every year the 
historic Port Eliot House 
in St Germans, Cornwall, 
plays host to a four-day 
festival of literature, 
music, food and more 
(porteliotfestival.com)






