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Dunkeld House on the River Tay     Ghillie: Gordon Pollock

facebook.com/Shakespeare.UKShakespeareFishingTV

Length Pieces Casting 
Weight

Ideal Head 
Weight/Length RRP

ORACLE SPEY

12ft 4 7/8# 40g/48ft £114.99

13ft 4 8/9# 44g/53ft £119.99

14ft 4 9/10# 48g/56ft £124.99

15ft 4 10/11# 52g/60ft £129.99

ORACLE SCANDI

12ft 9in 4 8# 32g/39ft £129.99

13ft 9in 4 9# 36g/40ft £139.99

14ft 9in 4 10# 40g/42ft £149.99

ORACLE 
EXPEDITION 

FLY

12ft 9in 6 8# 44g/52ft £139.99

13ft 9in 6 9# 48g/56ft £149.99

14ft 9in 6 10# 52g/60ft £159.99

ORACLE SKAGIT 12ft 9in 4 9# 36g/23ft £129.99

ORACLE 
EXPEDITION  

SWITCH

11ft 6 7/8# 25g/33ft £89.99

11ft 6 8/9# 27g/33ft £89.99

ORACLE 
SWITCH

11ft 4 7/8# 25g/33ft £89.99

11ft 4 8/9# 27g/33ft £89.99
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We are proud to announce a new chapter in the Glasgow Angling Centre story! In the Summer of 

2016 we will be opening a new store, Edinburgh Angling Centre, that will service anglers in east 

central Scotland, the Borders, the Kingdom of Fife and beyond! The new store will be packed with 

the same huge range of fi shing tackle, clothing and accessories that you fi nd in the Glasgow store, 

covering all types of angling including Game, Sea, Predator and Coarse fi shing.

Built for prime cuts across a mountain of fl uorocarbon, 
mono, and wire. Simms’ new Nipper takes this angling 
mainstay to the next level.

Code Size

MM4420 Citron

MM4419 Chrome

MM3301 Gun Metal

MM3302 Oasis

MM3303 Orange £32.99
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GAME FISHING

GLASGOW ANGLING CENTRE 

UNIT 1 THE POINT RETAIL PARK,

29 SARACEN STREET, GLASGOW, G22 5HT

TELEPHONE: 0141 212 8880

WWW.FISHINGMEGASTORE.COM

CALL FOR 

OUR FREE

CATALOGUES
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The simple, elegant Daiwa Trout Fly rod delivers performance 

and quality at a baffl  ingly good price. The 3pc carbon blank 

sports a crisp medium fast action, and comes i a selection of 

sizes to cover most freshwater, single handed applications.
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The SLV Fly Rods from Okuma feature quality 
components at a great price and are great for the 
beginning fl y angler and seasoned pro alike.

An exceptional range of light-line river fl y rods 
ranging from 8’ #3 to 10’ #4, that will appeal to the 
most discerning fl y angler.
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The superbly versatile Reach series of Double Handed 
fl y rods from Guideline deliver crisp action and fantastic 
casting ability and performance at an incredible price.
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Guideline’s new Switch Multi Tip range is exactly how 
it sounds, a multi-tip style line specifi cally designed 
for Switch rods - Longer heads in light weights!
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RRP: £109.99

Only 

£50.00

Designed around a convenient 

four section assembly each model 

immediately transmits a positive 

feel and their balance in the hand 

allows for a quicker movement by 

you right down to the tip.

��)7�:,/'(51(66

&RGH /HQJWK $)70 3FV 553 3ULFH

':���� ��IW ��� � ���� ����

;7�6$/021�52'

Tel: 0141 212 8880     
e-mail: sales@fishingmegastore.com
www.fishingmegastore.com

Glasgow Angling 

Centre

Unit 1, The Point 

Retail Park

29 Saracen Street

Glasgow G22 5HT
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The team from Mackenzie DTX have teamed up with Professor Gary 
Savage, former Formula One World Team Champion and one of the world’s 
leading experts in carbon and composites to bring to market what has 
to be regarded as the most advanced fl y rod ever made! With Professor 
Savage’s help, Scott Mackenzie and his team have designed and built a 
world fi rst - a fl y rod incorporating a new super material called Graphene! 
The rods themselves are made in the UK, and feature the very best 
craftsmanship and fi ttings money can buy! Top grade Portuguese cork 
handles have been specially chosen and are made to a length and style to 
allow casters of all styles and abilities to use the rod in comfort.

);��*5$3+(1(�)/<�52'6

&RGH /HQJWK 3FV $)70 3ULFH

0&���� ��IW � �� �������

0&���� ��IW � �� �������

0&���� ��IW � ��� �������

1(
:

)25781$�;�)/<�5((/
•  Largest sizes generate up to 32lb of top end drag
•  Multi Carbon disc brake system
•  Top grade 6061 anodized bar stock aluminium
•  Change from left to right hand wind with tool supplied
•  Secure, quick release, interchangeable spools
•  7 -Point sealed drag system – Saltwater safe
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Edinburgh
City Centre

10 minutes

Forth
Road Bridge

15 minutes Bus routes
from City Centre:

24, 37, 47

Edinburgh 23(1,1*�6221�

Edinburgh Angling Centre

Unit E

65 West Harbour Road

Granton Retail Park

Edinburgh EH5 1PW

Tel: 0131 202 6351     
e-mail: sales@fishingmegastore.com
www.fishingmegastore.com

This highly versatile jerking and diving crankbait sports an action and look in 
the water that’s irresistible to fresh and saltwater predators alike!
Top notch features include internal rattles for maximum attraction, balanced 
weight for optimum casting accuracy and performance and a super tough 
lip for an intense diving action in the water. Available in a choice of striking 
colour patterns, each rigged with 3x super sharp size #6 VMC treble hooks.
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•  Excellent quality yet highly 

aff ordable Okuma fl y reel
•  Die cast aluminium ported frame
•  Die cast aluminium ported spool
•  One way clutch bearing system
•  Mid arbor reel
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The XF2 “S” Series is the perfect choice for those who feel they 
would like to venture into the world of short head lines and 
shooting heads, and are seeking the correct tool for the job but 
don’t want to go back to casting school.

8/75$/,7(�&/6
•  Centralised twin Rulon disc drag for smooth, powerful line control
•  Large arbour design for rapid retrieval and minimal line memory
•  Large backing capacities
•  6061 bar stock aerospace grade aluminium construction, fully anodised
•  Tool-less conversion from left to right hand wind
•  Modifi ed polycarbonate spools with captive release
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 50%
OFF!
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Editor’s letter

“In leaving the EU there is 
a risk these Directives will 
slowly be watered down”
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Safeguarding our fish and fisheries must be our priority  
following the vote for Brexit, writes Andrew Flitcroft

W
HETHER YOU were 
“in” or “out”, few of 
us could have 
predicted the 
overnight 
disintegration of 

British politics following Brexit. As I write 
Jeremy Corbyn is still hanging on to the 
Labour leadership by a light tippet while  
a host of other politicians have fled the 
scene. It’s a mess, isn’t it? I watched it all 
unfold on TV while sat in a hut on the Kola 
peninsula with some Russian and German 
fishers. You couldn’t have made it up.

But my thoughts soon turned to fishing 
and what influence Brexit may have on our sport. 
Whatever you thought of our membership of the 
European Union (EU), there were significant benefits 
from an environmental perspective. The EU imposes 
environmental laws with targets and thresholds that 
member states must honour. States that don’t play 
ball are held accountable and sanctions or fines can 
be imposed on those that fail to meet obligations. 

I spoke to two important representatives of anglers’ 
interests to get their perspectives on Brexit: Mark 
Lloyd, boss of the Angling Trust and Fish Legal, and 
first Paul Knight, chief executive of Salmon & Trout 
Conservation (S&TC). 

Paul told me, “Following our successful 2014 
complaint to Europe that the Scottish Government 
was failing the EU Habitats Directive with its lack of 
wild salmon management, the coastal nets were 
closed down this year. We have also 
just complained to Europe under the 
Marine Strategy Framework Directive 
(MSFD) about the lack of effective 
regulation over sea-lice management 
in the Scottish salmon-farming 
industry. So, these European 
complaints are presently our ultimate weapons for 
influencing government action. It is all too easy for 
politicians operating under home legislation to cite 
overriding public interest as an excuse for allowing, 
say, a development that impacts local wild fisheries 
habitat. It is only the fear of European fines that 
seems to encourage any meaningful action.

“So, Brexit could be seen as a negative for fisheries 
protection. However, there are potential positives. We 
must impose genuine environmental conditions on 
farmers in return for whatever subsidy scheme takes 
the place of the Common Agricultural Policy, which 
has done precious little to protect the aquatic 
environment from sediment and other agricultural 
impact. If we remain in the European Economic 

Area, the Government will still have to 
abide by the Water Framework Directive, 
which, despite its limitations, will at least 
keep a focus on our rivers and their ecology.

“Whatever deal the UK does with the EU 
to access the European market S&TC 
intends to work with other larger 
environmental organisations and use our 
collective contacts in Europe to lobby for the 
inclusion of the most stringent possible 
environmental obligations on UK 
governments. Then the freshwater fisheries 
fallout from Brexit will be minimised”

Mark Lloyd told me Brexit negotiations 
could drag on for years. He said, “It is clear 

that the Angling Trust and others are going to have to 
fight hard for the best deal for fish and fishing.

“If we are to remain in the Single Market, which 
seems more likely than not, we are probably going to 
have to continue to abide by many of its rules.  

“We will be pressing for EU environmental 
legislation such as the MSFD, Water Framework 
Directive and Urban Wastewater Treatment Directive, 
all of which are already written into UK law, to be 
maintained and implemented in full to protect fish, 
other aquatic species and habitats. It’s unlikely, in my 
view, that they will be repealed in the near future; we 
simply don’t have enough civil servants to write the 
legislation that would be required to replace them.

“However, in leaving the EU there is a risk these 
Directives will slowly be watered down over the years 
that follow and that the UK might not be subject to 

revisions, in which case we will have 
to fight for new safeguards to protect 
rivers from pollution, abstraction and 
hydropower. There may be an upside 
to this in the form of opportunities for 
greater freedom for fishery managers 
to control predators, but in the grand 

scheme of things these Directives protect more fish 
than predators kill.

“And it’s not just the Directives that are important 
as there’s also a host of European Union regulations 
covering important issues like emissions and 
pollution control that need to be defended. If the 
European Communities Act is repealed, all of these 
will cease to apply to the UK.

“Angling Trust and Fish Legal will be working 
closely with the All Party Parliamentary Angling 
Group, which includes some very influential MPs, to 
influence the debate.”

I can only echo Paul and Mark’s thoughts and  
recommend that you support their organisations in 
the ongoing fight to protect our fisheries.
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A hotspot on the Nith
Looking for affordable salmon fishing this autumn? Despite lean times,  

the lovely Dalswinton beat remains a good bet, says Richard Baker

Andrew Flitcroft nets 
John Davidson’s fish 
at Bridge pool on the 
Dalswinton beat.

P H O T O G R A P H Y:  M I C K  R O U S E
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S
PLOSSSSSSH!

And again… Splosssssh!
Hefty salmon were making their 

presence felt all along Bridge pool and 
my heart was racing. Too often in recent 
years I have fished on spirit-sapping 
water that has offered no sign of salmon. 
But today the Nith was alive with leapers.

These nerve-jarring crashes were all the more 
surprising given that this Solway river has been in the 
doldrums in recent years. It is arguably the most 
significant river to have failed the Scottish Government’s 
health test for salmon. In January it was consigned to lowly 
Category 3 – its salmon population is below a conservation 
limit, which is determined by rod catches, and compulsory 
catch-and-release has been imposed.

As a result, anglers have set up two camps. And they’ve 
had a heated debate. 

The Remainers are mostly local, although the  
fishermen that still love this river come from far and  
wide. They will continue to buy their tickets and hope  
for a better run this year. They loyally point out that the 
only way to escape Category 3 is to catch more fish and 
exceed the conservation limit, and one of the best  
ways to do that is to fish more often. Declaring  
every fish they catch will help, too.

The Leavers, who would rather be called the Realists, 
won’t be fishing the river this year. They point out that 

catch numbers have fallen dramatically. While a few may 
be “fishmongers”, most would simply like to take the odd 
fish home for the table. A travelling contingent spend a 
small fortune on fuel, hotels and fishing, so why shouldn’t 
they seek better sport elsewhere? Many locals have taken 
their rods across the border to fish in England where, in 
2016 at least, there is a limited window in the season in 
which you can kill a fish.

On the lower-middle Nith, the Dalswinton beat has felt 
the downturn more keenly than most. Some 245 fish were 
caught in 2011; only 27 fish last year. But optimistic 
salmon-fishers know that runs are cyclical. Perhaps the 
great shoals will come again. Perhaps the back-end of 2016 
will be a bonanza. In 2011, a 34 lb monster was landed at 
Dalswinton; it was the biggest fly-caught salmon in 
Scotland that year and the winner of the Malloch Trophy. 
Its progeny could be on their way home.

Compared to beats on the East Coast, a day’s sport is 
cheap on the Nith. At Dalswinton, October prime time is 
only £70 per day; it’s £40 in the summer. 

For most of us, the ultimate value in a day’s fishing is a 
wet net, but the majesty of a river, the way the pools will 
embrace a fly, the gillie’s wit (or otherwise), a deer at dawn, 
a swooping osprey, a cosy hut and a dram can make a dry 
net more than bearable. In these respects, at least, 
Dalswinton has enormous potential.

There are more than two miles of pools, split into Top 
and Bottom beats, all left bank, fished in rotation, for up to 
12 rods at the back-end. Twelve rods may seem a lot but 
there’s much water to explore.

“Compared to beats on the 
East Coast, a day’s sport is 

cheap on the Nith”
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was a place to be entertained.
Conditions were perfect. So we thought. After two 

months without rain, a deluge. There had been 5 ft on 
the gauge two days ago and now it had fallen to 1 ft. 
The beat is only seven miles from the sea, which is a 
short swim for a tide-fresh fish.  

I got stuck into Bridge pool: a shortish cast towards 
the far-bank trees, in among them if you dare, and 
prepare to hold on tight. 

Splossssh! A double-figure fish breached so close to 
me that I could look it in the eye. Now that gets your 
attention. When these body slams happen more than 
20 times in a few hours – a few repeaters and some 
crocodilian kypes, admittedly, but fresh fish among 
them – you are kept on your mettle, trying every which 
way to get a take. Anticipating. Surely, any second now...

Upstream of Bridge is Ellisland pool, where a poet 
once walked the opposite bank. Robert Burns lived at 

Ellisland Farm. It’s where 
he wrote Auld Lang Syne
in 1788. The farm was 
bought for Burns and then 
leased to him by his friend 
Patrick Miller, the owner 
of Dalswinton.

Dalswinton’s current 
owner is fond of the pool for other reasons. Peter said: 
“It’s the place to see surface action. Try a Sunray. Or 
just watch another fisherman – you may see a take 
from the hut.”

The hut only just survived last winter’s floods. From 
its raised decking I spotted an osprey and enjoyed a 
view of the sunlit Moffat Hills. Then I took Peter’s advice
and watched Andrew make his way down the pool. 

An island opposite the hut splits the river. Andrew 
worked his way down from the neck of the near 
stream to the island’s lowest point, where there was 
an obvious crease. This was the place: land the fly on 
the far side of the crease and hang it there for as long 
as possible. At which point a grilse showed in the 
slacker water on the other side of the island – 
distracting but also promising.

As the stream eased and widened into Ellisland 

“When these body slams 
happen more than 20 times… 
you are kept on your mettle”

It’s fly-only unless there’s more than 2 ft on the 
mark and then spinning is allowed. It was catch-and-
release here before catch-and-release was the law. 
Owner Peter Landale’s family has owned Dalswinton 
since 1919 and he is a far-sighted, forthright chap. A 
new director of the Atlantic Salmon Trust, he is also 
active on the local fishery board and prepared to 
champion change on this most conservative of rivers. 

He told me: “Humans must behave.”
“I’m sorry?”
“Fishermen must behave. That doesn’t mean 

stopping fishing but we have to work incredibly hard 
to reverse what has happened on the West Coast. We 
must work with the environmental conditions: that 
means catch-and-release, barbless hooks, dealing with 
predators. We must try to understand why [the salmon 
population has crashed]. The East Coast rivers should 
take note of the West Coast: getting the stock back is 
very difficult.”

So this is a beat being 
looked after. I fished it 
with Andrew (editor), John 
Davidson, a committee 
member of Dumfries & 
Galloway AA, and gillie 
Andy Edgar. Our first 
sight of Bottom beat was the bright red Portrack rail 
bridge. It looks like a mini Forth bridge. Beside it is a 
mini Portrack Bridge. Beside that is a micro Portrack 
Bridge. The smaller bridges are features of the Garden 
of Cosmic Speculation – yes, really – a sculpture 
garden whose grassy twists and turns are inspired by 
mathematics and cosmology, the vision of renowned 
landscape architect Charles Jencks. The garden 
marches with Dalswinton, beyond the hedge  
along the right bank.

In the pool above the bridge, where Sam Valentine 
caught his Malloch 34-pounder, is the best taking  
spot at Dalswinton. It looks innocuous. No obvious  
lie was visible when we arrived. But a path cut  
through the grass indicated a need to access the  
water – for a hurrying gillie, perhaps? – and a  
bench on the cosmic bank suggested that here  

BE L OW 
Ellisland pool 
on Bottom 
beat. A good 
spot for the 
skated fly.

S A L M O N  O N  T H E  N I T H  



pool the fly began to fish itself. Halfway down was 
another lie where the far side of the stream met a shelf 
of bedrock. It was submerged but a slight boiling of the 
current gave the game away: this was where to guide 
your fly. As I headed back downstream, another fish 
showed on the far side of the tail as the current 
switched banks, but it was almost out of reach of 
Andrew’s longest cast.

A little further upstream is Scaur pool, the upper 
part of which is remembered fondly by Peter. As an 
18-year-old he took 16 sea-trout in a night from its 
lovely rippled water.

We fished and we fished on day one but had to 
record a blank, although John and Andy had a couple 
of pulls. The next morning we converged on Top beat 
at Dougie’s Hut, named after Dalswinton’s long-time 
gillie Dougie Smith, who died last year. When the hut 
was dedicated in October 2016, fishermen travelled 
long distances to remember him.

The hut has a wonderful large window from which 
to look down upon The Shank pool – a tricky wade – 
and around the bend towards the appealing Royal 
Stream and Royal Cast.

The Cast is a classic bend with a steep shingle bank 
that shelves quickly into deep, peaty water. The main 
current pushes into the far bank, where a line of foam 
slides along a boulder-strewn drop-off. Every cast feels 
like it will be rewarded. The pace is consistent 
throughout until the deep tail empties into the 
Stream. It is deepish and quite fast. Andy explained 
that the submerged fence is the most likely place. 
Adrenaline began to flow when a bright 10-pounder 
showed on the far crease. 

Peter’s favourite pool is March, near the upper limit. 
He said: “It changes every year as the gravel shifts. It’s 
difficult because you have to work out anew where the 
fish might be and what wading lines to take. It’s best to 
stand back and watch for a while. Don’t wade too deep.”

Below March is Island Stream, a lumpy, difficult 
wade when we fished although an enticing cast across 
fast water to the far bank. It has been a beneficiary  
of the extraordinary 18 ft floods last winter.  
Gravels have filled in many of the pots and  
the rocky going, and it is now an easier wade.

I liked the grand scale of the wide river at Rough  
Hill down through Ash Tree Run. You need a fairly 
long line to reach the far bank and the glides beneath 
the branches of the high trees. With the gauge falling, 
the swing was perfect, drawing the fly across at a 

Autumn splendour: 
the view downstream 
towards Forrest pool 

on Top beat.

Andrew fishes 
the hugely 
promising tail 
of Ash Trees Run 
in good water.
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lovely pace through midstream crests and bulges that 
were suggestive of rocky lies. Tweak the fly or leave it 
alone; mend up and down; mix up the angles: they 
were pools where you could enjoy experimenting and 
by midday, with none of us having made lasting 
contact, there was an increasing need to keep trying 
something different. 

My favourite spot? Probably the lovely draw of water 
at the tail of the Run: a bend of shallower, shaded, 
black promise. It looked perfect for a running fish.

We were desperate for a salmon to do justice to these 
wonderful pools. John and Andrew returned to Bridge, 
the stream of plenty, and there, at 2.35 pm, John’s rod 
took on an alarming bend. Was he snagged or could  
it possibly be a fish?

When witnesses to an incident are interviewed by 
the police they will describe the scene differently.

I had a grandstand view, 100 yards away in the Pool 
With No Name, a little-fished water directly above 
Bridge. I saw a long fight, the fish surging half a dozen 
times just when it seemed that John had it under 
control. It was no tiddler. Mick, our photographer, 
appeared from stage left, first on the high bank and 
then in the water as he sought the right angles. 
Andrew emerged from the long grass to take 
responsibility for the net and carefully approached 
John from downstream. Once, twice he appeared to 
ready the net, but pulled it away at the last second. 
“Don’t lose it,” I muttered – or words to that effect. The 
net slid under the water again. John heaved the rod. 
There was a huge splash and then the net rose. 
Stillness. Two blokes craned their necks to look  
down into the water. 

Andrew later told me: “I was changing flies on the 
bank when John shouted. After a couple of days of toil I 
was desperate he should keep it on. It was an angry 
fish. It didn’t run hundreds of yards but kept surging 
between the shallows and the fast water on the far 
bank. Three times I prepared the net but I didn’t want 
to muck it up. I waited until it was on its side and 
ready. It was a huge relief to net it.”  

Meanwhile, the bloke fighting the fish was the 
calmest of us all. John said: “There was a good spot 

where the fish rest [by the hotspot] and I thought that 
if I were going to catch one then that would be the 
place. Low and behold, I cast my fly and felt the draw 
and that was it – salmon hooked. It made two good 
runs before I got it in the net.”

What were we worried about?
The result was a 12 lb coloured hen. John’s fly was a 

heavy orange tube with jungle cock. 
On my way down the bank to congratulate him,  

I fetched my spare rod from the hut at Ellisland pool. 
Inside, I found the past. Pinned to the walls were old 
photographs of fishermen and fisherwomen holding 
huge salmon, pals in old jumpers standing shoulder 
to shoulder, families enjoying grand lunches, the joy 
in their faces. And yet these pictures were fading and 
obsolete, given catch-and-release and digital 
photography. It was poignant: I felt nostalgia mixed 
with sadness. It made me long for the good times to 
roll round again soon.

A B OV E  
John with  
his 12 lb late-
October hen.

Season: Salmon:February 25-November 30.

Tickets: £25-£70 per day. Gillies can be arranged. A 

sea-trout ticket (May 1-August 31, 9 pm-6 am) is £20. 

Tackle: A 14 ft rod is all that’s needed, but bring the full

box of tricks (lines and fly sizes andweights) if you’re

fishing in autumnwith changeablewater heights. Flies

with red are popular anddon’t arrivewithout a Stoat’s

Tail if thewater’s running clear. Use awading stick.

Accommodation: Dalswinton’s mews flat has three

bedrooms (sleeping six), kitchen, sitting room and

drying room. It’s very comfortable; the ideal base for fishing the Nith.

Contact: Tobook fishing, call Fishpal. Tel: 01573 470 612. E-mail: info@

fishpal.com  Web: fishpal.com. Tobook the flat, contact Dalswinton

Estate. Tel: 01387 740 279. E-mail: info@dalswintonestate.co.uk

Book a trip

A B OV E  
The Shank pool 

seen from 
Dougie’s Hut, 

which is 
dedicated (left) 
to Dalswinton’s 

former gillie.
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The Mitsubishi Shogun goes where other vehicles 
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P H O T O G R A P H Y:  J O N A T H A N  T O M L I N S O N

Tying flies 
with Hans

Peter Gathercole meets 
fly-fishing pioneer Hans van 

Klinken, who explains the 
correct way to tie his famous 

Klinkhamer Special

P H O T O G R A P H Y: 
P E T E R  G A T H E R C O L E

Watch carefully… Hans van Klinken 
ties his famous caddis al fresco

at Mulberry Whin, Yorkshire.



H A N S  V A N  K L I N K E N  

BIG MAN with a keen wit and an 
infectious smile Hans van Klinken 
has made a significant mark on 
modern fly-fishing and fly-tying. He 
is perhaps best known for his iconic 
pattern the Klinkhamer Special, 
which was developed more than 30 
years ago to imitate an emerging 
sedge fly. This incredibly successful 
dry-fly was first tied to catch 
grayling in fast water on Norway’s 
River Glomma. Hans named it the 
Light Tan Caddis or LT Caddis for 
short, which perfectly describes the 

pattern’s colour and form. The name by which the 
pattern is now known was coined by Dutch journalist 
Hans de Groot.

Apart from developing a small but important range 
of effective patterns Hans’ most significant 
contributions to the world of fly-tying are the 
workshops he holds around the world for adults and 
children. Generous with his time and enthusiasm he 
fronts numerous teach-ins across Europe and further 
afield in places such as Malaysia and Canada.

Having recently retired from the Dutch army where 
he was an instructor for many years, Hans now has 
plenty of time to pursue his passion for fly-fishing. It 
has gripped him since childhood, when like so many 
of us he progressed from bait fishing, and then as a 
teenager he set off to fly-fish alone in various parts of 
Scandinavia. This direction was firmly set when in 
1975 he took himself to Northern Lapland for four 
months to fish and learn how to survive outdoors. A 
year later Hans began tying flies.

Hans is always thinking of new patterns to try. He’s 
a very practical tyer and the effectiveness of the fly 
takes precedence over any arty notion. Dry-fly is his 
thing and he has caught everything from trout and 
grayling to Arctic char and salmon on a floating fly of 
his design. However, his no-nonsense approach to fly-
fishing means he’s never had a problem tying on 
something big and heavy if needs must.

As a fly-fishing innovator Hans has always kept a 
keen eye on the development of new fly-tying 
materials. Recently he has taken on a consultancy role 
with Ann and Andy Kitchener of Semperfli, a company 
that makes an extensive range of natural and 
manmade products. The partnership should prove 
v y g g

A

developments in materials and fly patterns.
Having fished with Hans in various parts of the 

world it was great to meet him again. The venue was 
Driffield Beck, a wonderfully rich water with profuse 
weed growth and abundant aquatic life. Situated on 
the edge of the Yorkshire Wolds, Driffield Beck is 
England’s most northerly chalkstream. We were on 
the Mulberry Whin beat, which we’d both fished 
before – a lovely meandering stretch of water 
approximately a mile long and one that boasts a 
prolific head of trout and grayling and an excellent 
fishing hut. It was here that Hans set up his vice 
anticipating the first part of our day.

The idea was that Hans would tie a fly – yes, a 
Klinkhamer – and then catch a fish on it. It seemed 
like a thoroughly good idea so I watched while Hans 
created his fly using Peacock Straggle String for the 
thorax instead of the original peacock herl. As a fly-
tyer myself I found it fascinating to see how he used 
the waste end of the wing post to create a tapered base 
for the fly’s body and how he wound the hackle around 
the wing post, re-positioning the hook in the vice to 
make the process of adding a secure whip finish 
easier to achieve. 

The only fly in the ointment was that after a bout of 
heavy rain the river was running bank high and in 
parts actually overflowing. It was certainly not a day 
for wading. Thankfully, though, the river was still 
beautifully clear and on stretches of exposed gravel 
some colourful brown trout could easily be seen 

R IGH T  
The true Klinkhamer 
Special is a large 
pattern tied to imitate 
an emerging caddis.

Peter 
Gathercole is

a regular 
contributor  
to T&S and  
has been a 

professional 
angling 

photographer, 
writer and  
fly-tyer for 
more than  

35 years. He is 
also chairman  

of the  
Fly Dressers’ 

Guild
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holding position in the current. There were also a few 
very good grayling, some large and dark, but with 
other things on their mind they paid scant attention to 
any fly, real or artificial.

Adding to the frustration of the river being full to 
the brim was the sharp northerly breeze. Fortunately 
it wasn’t enough to hamper casting too badly but it 
definitely suppressed any potential hatch. Although a 
few medium olives made a show as the air warmed 
around midday, rising fish were few and far between.

After trying a variety of dry-flies in the shallower 
runs and glides, with little success, logic prevailed and 
Hans switched to a heavily weighted bug. The 
Leadhead, which is actually a cased caddis imitation, 
is unsurprisingly one of Hans’ designs and was 
developed for fishing in clear fast-moving rivers. Tied 
with a large shot at the eye the body is roughly dubbed 
rabbit fur with a tag of fluorescent green Flexibody. 
The hackle, which is tied at the hook bend, is a 
speckled brown partridge feather. Even in relatively 
small sizes it is very heavy, which was just the thing 
for the prevailing conditions.

Because of the beck’s clarity it was tricky to 
accurately judge the water’s depth. A few drifts with a 

standard weighted nymph quickly revealed that to get 
anywhere near the fish’s depth something more 
substantial was required.

We retraced our steps to locate a nice fish that had 
been spotted an hour or so earlier finning away only 
three yards from the near bank. It took only a couple of 
casts with the Leadhead before Hans was playing his 
first trout of the day. It illustrated perfectly just how 
important it is to get the fly to the correct depth, 
especially when the water is cold and the fish reluctant 
to lift their bellies from the riverbed.

As soon as the fly drifted close to this particular 
trout it simply edged a foot towards our bank and 
intercepted it, the white flash of its mouth the 
giveaway. After a spirited fight, Hans slid the net 
under a beautiful golden-flanked brown trout – which 
we guessed weighed around 3 lb.

With the banks so soft and the river so high Hans 
had to slip into the water to get close enough to land 
the fish. A few photos later and with the trout carefully 
slipped back into the stream, my next task was to help 
Hans to get back on dry land – given our difference in 
size I’m surprised I managed it. 

After a shaky start the change in tactics brought a 

“Hans would tie a fly – yes, a 
Klinkhamer – and then 

catch a fish on it”

High water on  
the Driffield 
Beck. Not ideal 
conditions for 
a Klinkhamer.

This golden 
3 lb trout took 

a Leadhead.

One nears the net. Extracting Hans from the mud wasn’t easy.

Hans adds floatant 
to the big 
Klinkhamer.
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respectable number of fish to the net. They 
ranged in size from 1 lb or so, which could 
possibly have been wild fish, up to a couple of 
nicely coloured brown trout of similar size to 
the first. While their markings varied they were 
all in beautiful condition and hard fighting, too.

And so the theme for the day continued. By 
and large, each of the fish we’d spotted when 
trying dry-fly and standard nymph tactics was 
now picked off with the heavier fly. The only exception 
was the grayling, which while interested in chasing 
one another, merely side-stepped any flies that drifted 
towards their noses.

While targeting individual fish sitting produced 
some absorbing fishing Hans also found it worth 
running a fly over the darker weed-covered areas. In 
relatively deep water it was difficult to pinpoint 
individual fish even with polarised glasses. So it was 
great to see fish appear as if from nowhere as they 
charged after the Leadhead on the lift.

Unfortunately for a water renowned for its dry-fly 
fishing any surface activity was sporadic at best and 
hardly any fish rose more than once – and even then 
usually close to the far bank. On a big straight glide 
toward the bottom of the beat Hans, having switched 
back to one of his Klinkhamers, had a very good fish, 
well over 4 lb, lift from the riverbed and pause 
tantalisingly short of the fly before tracking back 
downstream with it and then disappearing from 
sight. A smaller fish eventually took the Klink a few 
yards further downstream, which on such a poor day 
for the dry-fly was a welcome consolation.

The Klinkhamer is tied on a curved shank hook, 

originally a modified Caddis pattern, with a 
distinct wing post and a parachute hackle so 
the slim body sits below the water’s surface. 
It’s one of the most copied modern dry-fly 
patterns in existence. But if you imagine Hans 
is flattered by this you’d be mistaken. While 
thrilled that so many anglers have had 
success with his original pattern he’s quick to 
inform you that far too many don’t tie it 

correctly. Forget the small curved-shank patterns that 
go by the Klink appellation – they might be effective 
but a proper Klinkhamer Special is a big fly. 

For my part it was great to see Hans tie his new 
version of the Klinkhamer with the Straggle String 
thorax and while it wasn’t the right fly for the day it 
meant that I got to keep it – just for photography, you 
understand. After all, who wouldn’t want their own 
Hans van Klinken original? I know I’m certainly going 
to keep mine in a safe place.   

“Forget the small patterns that go by the Klink appellation – they might 
be effective but a proper Klinkhamer Special is a big fly”

How Hans ties the 
Light Tan Caddis 

(Klinkhamer)

Hook Size 12 Daiichi Klinkhamer

Thread Tan Nano silk 12/0

Wingpost Semperfli poly yarn

Body Light tan Fly Rite dubbing

Hackle Blue dun

Thorax Peacock straggle string

Q Fishing at Mulberry Whin, Skerne, Driffield,  
West Yorkshire. One mile of double bank. 
Maximum of four rods per day. Prices: April 1-30, 
£50; May 1-July 31, £70; August 1-September 30, 
£60. Evening tickets sometimes available.  
Tel: 01377 254 073 or 07727 189 423. 
Web: mulberry-whin.com
Q Semperfli fly-tying materials, including threads, 
chenille, tinsel, wire, dubbing, wool, fur, feathers, 
biots and bristles, foam, beads and tools. 

Tel: 01757 333 001. Web: semperfli.net

Tickets and materials

1
Run the thread on 
to the hook and 
catch in a length 

of poly yarn a short 
distance from the eye. 
Trim the waste end to 
a slim taper and secure.

4
Adjust the hook in the 
vice to give plenty of 
room for applying the 

body. With the thread 
positioned well round the 
bend, apply a layer of wax.

5
Take a pinch of grey 
synthetic dubbing and 
apply it lightly to the 

thread forming a very slim 
yarn. Wind the yarn along 
the shank in touching turns

Finally, the 
Klinkhamer 
works its magic 
as a trout is 
tempted to rise 
from the depths.
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2
Carry the thread 
in close turns over 
the yarn to form 

a base for the body. 
Prepare and catch in 
a blue dun cock hackle 
at the wing-base.

3
Wind close 
thread-turns 
both in front and 

around the wing base. 
This will bring the 
wing into an upright 
position and also 
secure the hackle.

6
Keep winding the 
yarn until it reaches 
the wing-base and 

forms a tapered body. 
Reposition the hook then 
catch in a length of 
Peacock Straggle String.

7
Apply turns of the 
Straggle String 
both behind and in 

front of the wing to form 
the thorax. Catch in the 
loose end at the eye and 
trim off the excess.

8
With the thorax 
completed add 
further thread 

turns at the eye then 
cast off the thread with 
a secure whip finish.

10
Apply close 
turns of the 
hackle at 

the wing base, 
working back to the 
thorax. Secure the 
hackle tip and trim 
off the waste.

11
Cast off the thread 
a second time with 
a secure whip finish. 

That done the final step is 
to trim the wing post to 
the desired length

9
Position the hook in 
the vice so the eye 
faces down. Run the 

tying thread back on again 
at the wing-base then 
apply turns of the hackle.
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Allan Shephard lifts 
into a trout at the top 
of the Bridge Flats on 
the Rectory beat of 
the River Wye.  
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Trout on the  
River Wye

The River Wye is known for its salmon, coarse and grayling 
fishing, but what of the trout? James Beeson finds out

P H O T O G R A P H Y:  R I C H A R D  FAU L K S
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TROUT WAS RISING five yards in 
front and to the left. The little F-fly 
landed in front of him, drifting over 
his head in the smooth glide of the 
Bridge Flats. The fly went past and he 
rose again to something else. It was a 
late-May evening, I was standing on a 
spit of gravel in the middle of the 
Rectory Beat on the Wye, and I had 
foolishly left my fly-box on the bank.

From its source high in the 
Cambrian Mountains to its 
confluence with the River Severn, the 
Wye flows through vivid green hills 

and wooded valleys. Mostly Welsh, partly English, it is 
a famous salmon river renowned for catches of big, 
spring fish. What about trout? The nearby River Usk is 
a mecca for early-season trout fishermen while the 
Wye is undeservedly overlooked.

We were staying at Ty Gwydr (Glass House) a stone’s 
throw from both the Wye and Usk in the village of 
Llangorse among the beauty of the Brecon Beacons. 
In the morning we watched strings of mist drift 
across the face of the hills and breathed clean air 
fresh from the Atlantic before it has the chance to 
reach Birmingham. There is something about the 
hills of the west that makes me want to climb them 
and see what lies beyond. The morning was bright, 
the sky blue and we were going to the river to fish.

A lot of fishing on the Wye and its tributaries is 
available through the Wye and Usk Foundation, 
including The Rectory beat on the upper river, only six 
miles from Hay-on-Wye and the English border. 

Having parked outside Boughrood Stores, Andrew 
(editor), Allan Shephard (director, Rok Max tackle), 
Richard (the photographer) and I stood on the bridge 
that splits The Rectory beat in two. A few trout could 
be seen, finning gently in the Bridge Flats upstream 
of Boughrood Bridge, which, along with the Gravel 
Catch just downstream, provides some of the best 
dry-fly fishing on the beat. The grey stone bridge, 
weathered to match the rock of the valley, is a great 
vantage point for spotting fish. Against the right 

A

bank, where a stand of trees cast a shadow on the 
water, we saw the shape of a large trout, a fish of at 
least 3 lb and possibly a bit more.

The Wye offers great water for the dry-fly fisherman 
with an excellent menu of insects for the trout. In 
early spring you can expect to encounter large dark 
olives, March browns and grannom. In May, 
hawthorns, olive uprights, iron blue duns, midges, 
yellow mays, large brook duns, Mayfly (E. Danica) and 
early sedges may all appear and continue into June. 
In the hotter months of July and August insect activity 
can drop off during the day with summer sedges and 
blue-winged olives more likely to appear in the 
evenings. In the autumn, pale watery duns and blue-
winged olives provide the best chance of surface 
sport, with nymphing and Spider fishing starting to 
become more effective for the Wye’s grayling as 
winter approaches.

Parking for the lower section, marked on the beat 
map, is just outside the village to the north-east. From 
here a path leads through the wood and down to the 
river, emerging at the tail of the Mill Stream. Given 

R I V E R  W Y E  T R O U T  

Allan with a pretty 
Wye brownie that took 
a size 10 Stimulator.

A box of 
dry-flies…  
but which  
one will the  
trout want?
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“The Wye offers great water 
for the dry-fly fisherman 
with an excellent menu of 

insects for the trout”

James watches the 
drift of his dry-fly 

while a pair of local 
fishermen swing 

Spiders through the 
neck of the pool.
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the right water the whole beat will fish for salmon but 
the best of the trout fishing is from the neck of the 
Rectory pool upstream to the limit of the beat. In fact 
the beats upstream of The Rectory all have excellent 
trout-fishing potential. Wading can be difficult 
throughout the upper Wye, especially in the faster 
water with exposed bedrock, but most of the good  
dry-fly pools have a gravel bottom that is easier going.

The previous evening I had met Seth Johnson-
Marshall of the Wye and Usk Foundation. He was 
fishing the tail of the Mill Stream. He told me about a 
huge 7 lb trout that had been caught in the Wye by the 
nefarious means of free-lining a lip-hooked live 
minnow through a deep pot. I asked him about the 
potential of the Wye for the trout fly-fisherman. He 
said, “The rocky, fast-flowing upper river, in 
particular, offers terrific wild brown trout fishing, 
and for those that prefer easier wading conditions, 
the faster reaches of the river downstream of Hay are 
also worth exploring. The average size of the trout in 
the Wye is smaller than the Usk, but there are 
definitely some sizeable browns in the Wye, too. And 
the upper Wye is rated as some of the best grayling 
fishing in Wales, with the season extending well into 
autumn and early winter.”

As we spoke, a big brown of about 3 lb leapt clear of 
the water close to the far bank. The tail of this pool is 
deep and the wading is tricky until you reach the 
gravel towards the middle – by which time the water 
was halfway up my chest. The exposed bedrock at the 
edge is slippery so studded wading boots are a must. 
The wading is much easier in the Bridge Flats but it is 
wise to keep an eye out for the occasional boulder.

The green escarpments of the Brecon Beacons 
provide a stunning backdrop to the lower half of the 
beat. If the fishing is slow it is enough to sit and watch 
the cloud shadows on the hills while red kites circle 
overhead. You might see a kingfisher, flashing blue as 
it rockets up the river, while dippers bob up and down 
on the rocks. There is even the chance of spotting an 
otter jogging along the bank or swimming in the 

pool. This is wild trout fishing at its finest. 
The best method for fishing the Wye is to target 

rising trout with a dry-fly. In the summer months, 
with no cloud cover, the middle of the day can be 
unproductive with early morning and evening 
offering the best chance of finding rising fish. 

The smooth water of the flats accentuates the 
effects of drag on the fly so it is best to fish a long 
leader (12 ft or more) and try to get as level to the 
target as possible. A 4 wt or 5 wt rod should suffice, 
with the longer and lighter specialist nymphing rods 
ideal for targeting the fast water in the necks and 
runs. Seth says that “the faster water in the pool 
necks, and the Mill Stream in particular, can be good 
places to target in the middle hours of a bright day.”

The Neck of Rectory has an attractive seam of 
slacker water against the faster central flow. While 
biding our time and waiting for things to get going I 
caught a couple of small trout on a tungsten bead-
head nymph fished under a bushy dry-fly. One of the 
most impressive things about the Wye is the sheer 
quantity of fish that it holds. In the evenings, with a 
hatch in full swing, the smoother water of the pool 
tails would come alive with rising fish.

A B OV E 
James covers a 
rising fish in the 
prime dry-fly 
water of the 
Bridge Flats. 

BE L OW
With the 
Brecon Beacons 
providing the 
background 
scenery, there 
can be few 
more beautiful 
places to enjoy 
a day’s fishing. 
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By six o’clock in the evening the sun started to 
move off the water and a number of different insects 
began to emerge. We headed back to the Bridge Flats. 
Andrew fished the short section of right bank above 
the bridge, Allan was in the neck of the flats just 
below Rock Pool, and I was wading up the gravel spit 
in the middle with trout rising in the deeper channels 
to my right and left. 

It seemed to me that every trout in the river was 
feeding on something different. We saw midges, iron 
blue duns, yellow mays, sedges and the Mayfly with 
its impressive size and markings.

I had caught a fish with my F-fly variant, which 
makes a good general imitation of a hatching midge 
or small olive. The trick only worked once and I was 
forced to retrieve my fly-box from where I had left it.  
I tried and failed with an olive emerger before tying a 
small Adams to the end of my leader. I watched it drift 
casually over the reluctant trout. The fish came up, 
and took. It wasn’t big , perhaps nine or 10 inches, but 
it fought hard. Though we didn’t tempt any of the big 
fish, those that we caught were wild and beautiful.

We all caught fish that evening. Allan did well with 
large flies, a size 10 Stimulator and a Mega May – a 
Klinkhamer-style emerger with CDC in the dressing 
that helps it to look meaty and alive. Trout love the 
Mega May, even trout that have never seen a Mayfly in 
their lives. Andrew caught his fish on a small olive 
upright and I succeeded with a succession of patterns: 
F-fly, Adams, Elk Hair Caddis – both dead drift and 
skated – and an olive Klinkhamer. As the light faded 
and darkness threatened, a couple of locals came 
down to fish the top of the pool on the far bank, 

swinging Spiders down and across, and they caught 
fish, too.

The Wye may not have the cult appeal of the Usk, 
but it lacks nothing in the splendour of its 
surroundings. Its trout are wild, plentiful and hard 
fighting. Some of them are big, and all of them are 
beautiful. 

“In the evenings, with a hatch in full swing, the smoother water of the 
pool tails would come alive with rising fish”

A wild Wye trout that 
took a heavy bead-
head nymph in the 
fast water at the Neck 
of Rectory pool.

R I V E R  W Y E  T R O U T  

THE Rectory beat offers 1.5 miles of right and 1 mile of

left bank near the village of Boughrood, Powys.

A day ticket costs £30 for trout and £60 for salmon. 

There is a maximum of three rods per day of any type

and all rods have equal status.

Fishing for trout is by fly only. Catch-and-release is

encouragedbut anglers may take two trout (over 20 

cm) or grayling (30 to 38 cm) per day.

There is a syndicate on TheRectory. Members book

their fishing through the foundation so there is always a limit on rods

and no risk of overcrowding.

Days can bebooked via the Wye and Usk Foundationwebsite

wyeuskfoundation.org or by calling thebooking office directly  

on 01874 712 074.

Parking is available in and around the village of Boughrood. It is

markedon thebeat map, which includes directions. TheBridgeFlats, 

Gravel Catch, Mill Race andRock Pool offer thebest trout fishingwith 

the chance of a big fish (3 lb to 4 lb).

Other beats to try for trout include: Gromain, Ty-Newydd and

Abernant directly upstream of TheRectory; and Craig Llyn, Dolgau and

Doldowlod aboveBuilth Wells.

T&S stayed at Ty Gwydr (Glass House) in the village of Llangorse

on the edgeof theBreconBeacons National Park. We enjoyed an

excellent lunch at the nearby Honey Café in Bronllys. The café garden

has views of theBrecons and a flock ofwell-fed sparrows.

Eat, sleep, fish



Kenneth O’Keefe 
nets a fish taken on a 
Mosely May pattern.
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An old dog’s new trick
Stan Headley puts his latest midge pattern to the ultimate test: 

an evening rise on Lough Sheelin

T
HERE IS A saying that goes “You can’t 
cross the same river twice!” This also 
applies to lakes and lochs.

I have lost count of the number of times 
that I have returned to a fishing location to 
find my experience totally different to the 

mental pictures dredged up from the past. Sometimes even 
the landscape looks different. So, going back to that old saw 
about crossing the same river, is it you or the river that has 
changed, or perhaps both?

I know that when I returned to Sheelin this year for the 
fourth time in 21 years, my expectations were very high. 
Many phone calls to Kenneth O’Keefe, my good friend and 
guide for the trip had, I believed, prepared me for all 
eventualities. I had Mayfly dry-flies that had worked 
extremely well in 2012; dedicated Welshman’s Button 
patterns for sedge hatches, which were more than likely to 
occur; and a new campto midge dry-fly, which was aching 
for a drink of Sheelin water. What could go wrong? In the 
run-up to my arrival in Ireland, the news was good. The 
Mayfly was just getting started, the fishing was taking off, 
and everyone was getting very excited about the prospects. 
Shane O’Reilly of the IFI (Inland Fisheries Ireland) was 

also keeping me informed on the days before my arrival.
I was booked to stay at the Lakeside Hotel in Virginia, a 

warm and welcoming establishment sitting on the banks of 
Lough Ramor. When I arrived, and after booking in, I just 
had to take a walk to the lake shore to look over the water. I 
don’t know if I’m unique in this – somehow I doubt it – but 
as an angler I find it impossible to resist the appeal of water. 
When I was a kid I couldn’t pass a puddle without peering 
into it, hoping that some passing deity had placed therein a 
fish just for me. There should be a medical name for such a 
condition. Let’s just call it fisherman’s syndrome.

Standing beside the marina – Ramor is more of a 
yachting location than a fishing venue these days – with the 
drizzle clouding my spectacles, the first thing I saw was a 
Mayfly drifting towards the breakwater. I thought this was 
a good omen, and an even better one when a trout engulfed 
it. There wasn’t a major hatch, it being early evening, but a 
few duns floated in off the main lake, and not one made it 
to shore. I could feel the excitement building. Tomorrow I 
would, at last, be back on Sheelin after a four-year absence, 
and Kenneth and Shane would be busting blood vessels to 
put me over the best possible fishing they could find.

Kilnahard is a place to gladden the heart of any  

P H O T O G R A P H Y:  S H A N E  O ’ R E I L LY
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fly-fisherman. Whenever I arrive there, my legs start to 
shake with barely controlled excitement. As an old buffer, I 
am getting a tad jaded so there are only two launch sites 
that grab me by the unmentionables – the Pier at Loch 
Leven and Kilnahard on Sheelin. These are places where 
old, tired dreams are rejuvenated. Where every fish is a 
picture, and days become indelible memories.

Of course, into every life some rain must fall and, 
unfortunately, we were targeted on that first day. The 
weather was atrocious with heavy, thundery bouts of rain, 
but the Mays kept hatching, and in some sheltered bays the 
water was alive with freshly hatched duns. However, the 
biggest “but” was that the fish seemed totally disinterested 
– not uninterested, because there was the odd rise, and 
gawd knows what was happening below the surface – it 
was as if the trout were saying to themselves “Yeah, well, 
Mayflies! So what’s new? I’ll maybe have a few tomorrow. 
If I can be bothered, that is!” I suppose those with more 
experience in this field would not be surprised by this, but I 
was perplexed. How could the trout ignore such a bonanza? 
Ever since, my mind has returned to this conundrum and 
the only explanation I have is to blame that old perennial 
problem – “atmospheric pressure”.

Some people seem unaware or simply don’t understand 
why variabilities in atmospheric/air pressure should affect 
fish and fishing. After all we, as humans, are only vaguely 
aware of extreme changes in atmospheric pressure, and 
even then most of us don’t associate our vague feelings of 

lethargy or lightness with ambient air pressure. But fish  
are highly sensitive to changes in air pressure for one major 
reason – one of their most important organs is the swim 
bladder. The swim bladder is a sac stretching the length  
of the body cavity and is full of gas – mostly nitrogen with 
small quantities of oxygen – which gives the fish buoyancy. 
To all intents and purposes, swim bladders render fish 
weightless in water. The gas in the swim bladder must be  
at the same pressure as the water surrounding it to achieve 
this weightlessness, and the water pressure is in direct 
proportion to atmospheric pressure. During thundery 
weather conditions, and particularly during thunder  
storms, atmosphere/air rises and falls in a chaotic fashion, 
and that affects the gas pressure in the body cavity of fish. 
Imagine you had a balloon in your gut and an outside 
agency kept inflating and deflating it irregularly. Imagine 
how you would feel?

Thundery weather can be worse than actual thunder 
storms because with thundery conditions there is no relief 
whereas after a storm has passed fish can react very 
positively and come “on the take” in spectacular fashion. 
This is, however, not guaranteed, but one can always hope. 
Kenneth, Shane and I were on the receiving end of the most 
negative effects of the awful weather and fishing was 
becoming unrewarding and bloody hard work. I was 
determined I would get my Roll-Over Mays to work in the 
face of all the evidence to the contrary. Kenneth was 
putting his faith in a Mosely May, and getting the odd fish. 
I stuck to my Roll-Overs and was being “skunked”. The 

Stan lifts into a 
powerful Lough 
Sheelin trout that took 
his Campto Cripple 
midge pattern during 
a late-evening drift.

BE L OW 
Kenneth with 
one of his 
Mayfly feeders.

T R O U T  O N  L O U G H  S H E E L I N  

Stan Headley 
has been 

fishing for trout 
since he was a 

boy and is 
author of Trout 
& Salmon Flies 

of Scotland
and The Loch 
Fisher’s Bible.
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annoying thing about this state of affairs was that I could 
spot the Mosely May among a batch of naturals, but 
couldn’t differentiate the Roll-Over from the duns even at 
fairly close range. If I could see the difference, surely the 
fish could, too? In 2012 the Roll-Over Mays had been 
irresistible to Sheelin fish, but now they were being treated 
with disdain. Such is fishing, I suppose.

One of the best features of Sheelin fishing is that if one 
tactic fails for you there are alternatives. The lake has some 
of the most reliable buzzer fishing available. If the weather 
is kind and favourable, 
campto buzzer will hatch 
most evenings in specific 
areas. I distinctly remember 
during my first visit to 
Sheelin in 1995 taking a boat 
out from Finea one August 
evening. I hung around Sailor’s Garden and witnessed a 
good rise of big fish continuing ‘til darkness fell. Seeing  
a good number of sedge hatching, I assumed that’s what  
the fish were “on”. I fished dry Sedgehogs until I was  
blue in the face, and never moved a fish. I was later 
informed that my assumption was wide of the mark: the 
fish were on hatching buzzer. Lesson learnt and stowed 
away for future use.

After a very frustrating day spent dodging downpours 
and fruitlessly chucking dry Mays, Shane, Kenneth and I 
retired to the Crover House Hotel for a bite to eat and to 
mull over the possibility of a wee drift at dusk. The vital 

factor for a successful jaunt of this kind is air temperature. 
If it falls too much in the evening from the daytime 
average, the fish won’t come on even though a hatch may 
occur. Basically, if the water temperature exceeds the air 
temperature, fish will avoid the cooler surface layers. A 
good way to test if this is the case is to dip your hands in the 
water. If the water feels warm then the air temperature is 
colder than the water. A common misbelief is that the water 
is so warm that the fish don’t like it. The contrary is true. 
Cold evening air chills the surface layers, and it is this that 

the fish don’t like. The water 
test shows that your hands 
are being cooled by the air to 
a temperature cooler than 
the water. However, if the 
evening air is even slightly 
warmer than the water, a 

hatch and associated rise are likely to occur.
After our grub, a wander to the car park showed that the 

air temperature had not fallen excessively, so we decided to 
give it a go. Kenneth decided on a trip to Sailor’s Garden 
and, not that I had any say in the matter, I agreed. Time to 
get things right and set the record straight.

Before travelling to Ireland I had prepared a few patterns 
just in case we did get a shot at the evening midge hatch. 
Kenneth had suggested Griffith’s Gnat-type patterns, 
which I tied up, but I also wanted a dedicated campto midge 
pattern tied Crippled Midge style. This style of dressing I 
have found to be very effective during evening sessions on 

“I fished dry Sedgehogs until  
I was blue in the face, and 

never moved a fish”

Campto Cripple
Hook Size 10-12 All Purpose Medium   

Thread Primrose 8/0  TagFine Antron

Rib Light claret Flexi-Floss Body Mix of

natural and a hint of bright yellow seal’s fur

PostFine Antron Hackle Light furnace hen, 

tied parachute style Thorax Mix of grey 

squirrel fur and roe mask hair

A B OV E L E F T 
Mayfly spinners 
dance above 
the trees.

I believe that the most successful campto midge patterns have a pronounced 

rib, so I have incorporated contrasting colours of body and rib to achieve this. 

The parachute-style hackle has a big footprint on the water’s surface, which is 

most attractive to trout. In very light wind it is advisable to “gink” only the 

hackle and thorax to keep the fly right in the surface film.

Boats drifting off 
Church Island as 
a thunderstorm 

approaches.
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T R O U T  O N  L O U G H  S H E E L I N  

“Multi-dropper dry-fly  
casts are an exercise in hope 

over expectation”

A B OV E L E F T  
Stan’s dry  
Roll-Over 
Mayfly next to 
a natural dun.

A B OV E 
The fine 3 lb 
Sheelin trout 
that gave 
Stan’s tackle  
a stern test.

Menteith and Leven due to the footprint size: pattern size 
ratio. In other words, for a relatively small fly it produces a 
very large impression in the surface film, drawing as much 
attention as a strobe light in a deserted field.

When we reached Sailor’s Garden, there was still just 
enough ripple to start with a two-fly cast. I stuck my 
Campto Cripple on the point and a Griffith’s Gnat variant 
on the dropper. Multi-dropper dry-fly casts are an exercise 
in hope over expectation. When you’ve had a lot of 
experience of chucking dry-flies for trout, especially 
browns, you’ll find that a very high percentage of takes  
will come to the point fly, somewhere in the 80%-90% 
region. If you find that you are getting more offers to the 
dropper fly than the tail, or any at all in fact, immediately 
ditch your point fly, replace it with your dropper pattern 
and select a new dropper replacement. And settle  
back for some hectic action.

As the evening light diminished, fish began to show. 
Good, sizeable fish in the 2 lb-5 lb range. But they were 
very spooky in the quiet conditions. I was faced with a 
problem as the ripple diminished and the light faded. I 
knew that I should change from a two-fly combo to a single 
dry-fly, but which should be sacrificed: the Campto Cripple 
or the Griffith Gnat; the new boy or the local favourite? I 
stuck to my guns and “benched” the Gnat. A good, long, 
accurate cast could get me in the area of the fish, but in 
which direction were they cruising? Decisions, decisions. 
An accurate cast was likely to get attention, while an 
inaccurate cast would be ignored. This was no easy game.

Kenneth and I got a few opportunities with fish that 
ventured close enough for a try, but I seemed to always get 
the direction of cruise all wrong, and Ken was faring no 
better. Then it happened. A fish was showing to my right 
and seemed a confident feeder, holding to a set direction 
across my fishing area. I made the cast a few feet ahead  
of his last rise, and waited, hoping the leader was sunk. 
Then there was that sound that every dry-fly fisher loves  
to hear – “slurp”. I lifted slowly and gently and felt a 
surging resistance. He was on. Boy, was he on. These 
Sheelin fish are in prime condition and don’t hang  
about when they feel the hook, using every ounce  
of muscle to test your gear to its limit.

Eventually Ken got the net under him and he was 

unhooked, admired, photographed and released. The 
Campto Cripple had scored and I was chuffed. It is not 
often that a new pattern imitating an insect never seen 
except in photographs will seduce the spookiest trout 
known to man. As the light dimmed, and the temperature 
dropped even further, we both had a diminishing number 
of half-chances, but nothing came of them and we knew the 
short “rise” was fast drawing to a close.

As we motored back to Kilnahard I speculated on how 
that previous visit to an evening rise in Sailor’s Garden, 21 
years ago, would have turned out with the knowledge and 
experience I had now. The rise then was spectacular with 
considerably more fish “on the go”, and I didn’t remember 
them being particularly spooky, either. But this was the 
same “river”, and you can’t cross it twice.   

GUIDE Contact Kenneth O’Keefe (Grey Duster

Guiding): E-mail: trout@live.ie   Tel: 00353 (0) 86 

898 4172. Kenneth is not only a dedicated and

enthusiastic guide, but he is a highly competent

angler in his own right. He has represented Ireland

at international fly-fishing matches four times. One

of the most easy-going, knowledgeable, well-

informedguys you’ll ever share a boatwith.

ACCOMMODATION Lakeside Manor Hotel, Virginia, 

Co. Cavan. Very comfortable accommodationwith 

friendly and helpful staff. I recommend it, even

though it’s a half-hour drive from Kilnahard. Tel: 00 353 (0) 854 8200. 

Web: lakesidemanor.ie

Book your trip



RA ISING THE GAME

www.fullingmill.co.uk

Available from all reputable tackle shops

Dunking Daddy Flexi Red 10 £1.50
Sinking daddy longlegs with gold bead heads are very successful 

on clear stalking water and will often take even the most wary of 

trout. A hugely popular, mobile pattern accounting for countless 

fi sh each year. 777

Fulling Mill High Glide - 
Floatant & Desiccant  £6.50
Clean, dry and waterproof your fl ies with this bottle of 

fl oatant and desiccant. Simply open the lid and drop your 

fl y in, close, shake well and the water soluble powder will 

absorb excess water. Apply our new Dry Sauce thereafter to 

keep your fl y fl oating better, higher and for longer. 1715

Black Francis 10,12,14 £2.75
A fi rm favourite among many salmon 

anglers across England, Norway, Ireland, 

Russia and Iceland. A fl y all salmon 

anglers need in their fl y box. 1530

World Class Fluorocarbon 
50m £8.45 - 100m £13.96
Tough, durable and exceptional value. One of the most reliable 

fl uorocarbons around, no wonder it is the market leader.

Available in spools of 50m or 100m

Fulling Mill Dry Sauce - 
Premium Floatant  £6.50
This premium fl oatant cleans, dries and waterproofs 

your fl y in one easy step. The Dry Sauce is insoluble 

in water and will not cause an oil slick from your 

fl y, it’s also temperature stable so won’t leak whilst 

stored in warm temperatures. 1714

1,000’S OF WORLD CLASS PATTERNS TO CHOOSE FROM

Real Foam Daddy 10,12 £1.50
A best seller. A realistic close copy pattern that is hugely 

popular, accounting for countless fi sh every year. 735

Cascade Shrimp 06,08,10,12,14 £2.75
A best selling, classic salmon pattern dressed

on a double hook for enhanced hooking 

ability and improved action. 1434

RS Squid S/Dbl Kinermony 10,12 £3.45 
Designed by Ron Sutherland, this new Squid range 

has been developed with the internationally 

successful intruder fl y in mind. 9357

Wiggle Tails M,XL,XXL £7.50
 The latest addition for pike or predator fl ies! These wiggle tails have taken 

the predator fi shing world by storm, producing an amazing amount of 

movement to tempt anything from Pike, Zander, Perch and Catfi sh. WGT
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A B OV E Adult simulium (left) are tiny, 2 mm -3 mm long. Reed smut larvae (right) are up to 10 mm long.

The Black Curse 
of high summer

Trout feeding on reed smuts are notoriously difficult to catch, says  
Tony J Carmody, but these tiny flies can provide superb sport

Tony J 
Carmody has 

fished the 
rivers of 
western 

Ireland for 
salmon and 

trout for more 
than 45 years. 

He has a 
particular 
interest in 

spreading the 
word on the 
beauty and 

importance of 
our riverine 
insect life.

I
MAGINE THIS: YOU are standing 
midstream in a handsome little trout river 
somewhere in Ireland. It’s a fine, late-July 
afternoon and small white clouds drift 
overhead on an inconsistent breeze. Green 
overpowers the senses: alder, ash and the 

odd oak are in full flourish and the banks are clogged 
with lush stands of reed. Robins and blackbirds can 
be heard singing in the distance, but mostly it is 
silent. Maybe, close by, a pretty limestone bridge of 
two high arches spans this river of our imagination.

Gone are all the heavy hatches of the earlier season. 
Only dusk will provide good sport, usually involving 
the local sedge species. But you persevere with a 
general emerger pattern, a Klinkhamer Special 
perhaps, offered blindly but with hope, into likely 
spots. Then, out of the corner of your eye, in the 
smooth glide just above the broken flow in which you 
stand, you see not one, but three fish nosing through 
the surface. This drags you back from your reverie 
and you begin to ponder the opportunity of a hatch of 
Simulium, AKA blackfly or the reed smut.

Now, in my experience the trout fly-fishing 
community is split on the potential bounty of this 
manifestation. There is a small proportion who will 
not know a reed smut from a Tweed suit: the novice or 
the dozy perhaps. But the two main factions disagree 
on the “fishability” of this tiny creature. In the red 
corner are those who refer to Simulium in withering 
tones as the Black Curse; as much for its ability to 
frustrate as an artificial, as for its propensity to bite 
as a reality (only the females bite, by the way; the 
males are nectar eaters). This group will studiously 
ignore the insect and persist with the Klinkhamer, 

with a stoicism that I suspect grows with age. In the 
blue corner, however, are my ilk who recognise that 
even though it is small and unremarkable, the reed 
smut is much prized by trout who will happily graze 
on the hatching insects all day long and diligently 
snub all other, more meaty proposals.

But in truth, all three of our aforementioned  
nosing trout can be taken in just a few minutes with  
a very humble offering coupled to a simple but 
sensible approach.

The reed smut is an insect of fast-flowing rivers  
and streams, found all over Britain and Ireland. It is 
of the scientific order diptera, which also includes 
such well-known characters as the hawthorn fly, the 
daddy longlegs and the buzzer midge. At all stages of 
its life this invertebrate is a significant source of food 
for trout. The larvae can be found in their millions on 
the submerged stems of waterside vegetation in the 
summertime. Here they are held in place with silk 
allowing them to wave in the flow with their feathery 
antennae extended to collect tiny food morsels. The 
transforming pupae, housed in tiny cone-shaped 
cases, are also to be seen here in their multitudes.

These larvae are cropped from their immobile 
positions by feeding trout, and sometimes the  
larvae, up to 10 mm long, enter the drift on a silk 
thread attached to their starting locations. They do 
this to find better environments or to escape other 
predacious invertebrates. This is undoubtedly  
why a small, dark, cone-shaped nymph, (sometimes 
with a brass or silver bead head) is such a constant  
in many experienced anglers’ fly-boxes.  
Don’t be without several, in various dark tones,  
weighted and unweighted, in sizes 14 to 18.P

H
O

T
O

G
R

A
P

H
S

: 
M

A
L
C

O
L
M

 S
T
O

R
E

Y
/
D

R
 C

Y
R

IL
 B

E
N

N
E

T
T



34  September 2016      www.trout-and-salmon.co.uk  

The adult flies can be seen, too, resting on those 
parts of the reed stems above the water line. There 
are three keys to success when they begin to hatch. 
The first is to “learn to see”: to recognise that the 
preponderance of insects floating towards you will be 
at the margins, within 3 ft-4 ft of the outer layers of 
the vegetation from which they originate. This means 
that the taking zone of trout is mostly within this 
range. But take the time to look carefully because the 
takes can be exceedingly gentle and difficult to spot, 
especially in a breeze. Sometimes, if you are diligent, 
you can see several fish stretched out in a serried row 
sipping down these imperceptible snacks. 

The second key concerns the distinctive behaviour 
of the insect while hatching. We know that the reed 
smut is tiny – 2 mm-3 mm – but as it emerges from  
its pupal case it is carried to the surface in a small 
bubble of gas; this “shiny” 
characteristic can be 
incorporated into the fly design.

Finally, I have found that  
it is quite possible to fish 
successfully with a fly up to size 

16 and sometimes this exaggerated size is an 
advantage because it singles out your offering from 
the many other smuts in the water. But the kiss of 
death is a floating leader directly in front of, and 
leading, the fly downstream over the fish. Even if  
you are using fluorocarbon and your leader has  
sunk (it doesn’t always, you know), this is not good 
practice under a high sun.

Hatches occur in daylight almost every day during 
the season and maybe it is just nostalgia, but I 
associate them most with calm, sunny afternoons in 
mid-summer. Now these are conditions in which 
trout startle easily. So, when you have tied a single fly 
(yes, keep it simple) to at least an 18 ft leader of no 
more than 0.15 mm diameter (3 lb or so) at the 
business end, tactics become all important. 

As with most of my dry-fly fishing I rarely deliver  
a first offering with a completely 
dry-fly, neither do I use floatant.  
I like to wet the fly and then 
make several short, false casts 
(never over the target fish) to 
prepare it to sit into the surface 
film; this is important if the  

gas bubble element of the design is to work fully. If  
the fly dips subsurface allow it to continue to drift –  
it is just as likely to be taken. Positioning is crucial 
and this takes some forethought and usually a stout 
wading staff. If the target fish is on the right bank,  
for example, then you must place yourself towards  
the left bank to avoid leader fright. The optimum 
position is to be behind the fish (as far back as your 
casting prowess will allow for you to deliver the fly 
effectively and unseen) and to cast at 45 degrees so 
that the Smut lands a good 8 ft above the fish. Now, 
this specific spatial analogy will rarely occur on 
small rivers with dense bankside foliage. To get in 
range you may have to stoop or even crawl using 
some novel casting techniques. Just don’t scare the 
fish by being seen or by casting across it – you will 
only get one chance. So use your experience and  
gut instinct. If you have none yet, then I truly envy  
you in your acquisition phase – the most joyous  
years of fly-fishing.

“The adult flies can be seen, too, 
resting on those parts of the reed 

stems above the water line”

A B OV E  
Tony’s smut 
larvae complete 
with brass bead 
and wound 
larvae lace 
body. Tie in 
dark tones.

R EED SM U T
There are many patterns for the Reed Smut, most of them simplicity itself.  

The pattern above is not new but a simple variant of what went before.

Hook Size 16 to 20 Black Klinkhamer  Thread Black  Body Three turns of 

peacock herl  Hackle Two turns of short grizzle hackle; trimmed to a meagre 

sparseness  Gas bubble A loose silver tinsel butt tag and two small tinsel 

tags placed along the body
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Tony Carmody 
fishes a smut 

imitation in 
high summer on 

the River Deel, 
Co. Limerick.

F L I E S  T O  T R Y  



From Upstream Dry Fly to North Country Spiders, French Nymphing  

to The Duo and anything in between. The new GR70 Steamflex and Streamflex Plus  

rods have evolved to be your perfect partner.

Prices start from £199.99 RRP.

greysfishing.com
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Trout, char and 
leather trousers

Jon Beer enjoys fine food and magical fishing in the Austrian Alps
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OR HARRY POTTER it was the brick 
barrier between platforms nine and ten at 
King’s Cross station. For Lucy, Peter, 
Susan and Edmund it was a wardrobe in 
the professor’s house. For me it was an old 
plank bridge – the boundary between the 
magical and the mundane.  

But there are three plank bridges in this 
story and it begins on another wooden 
bridge in the little village of Grossarl in 
the Austrian Alps. I was looking down on 

a bouncing alpine river, the pale rocks of the bottom 
glimpsed through a wave-capped tumult of crystal waters. 
This was the Grossarler Ache and the river I had come to 
fish. It was a good deal more boisterous than I had in mind: 
I hadn’t the first idea how to set about it. 

There are few problems in life that won’t go away if you 
leave them long enough. I would think about how to find 
fish in a maelstrom some other time. I’d left England  
on a cold grey morning of doom and drizzle. Here it  
was 30 degrees under a clear blue sky – not ideal for 
fishing, perhaps, but for now I was happy to lean on a 
wooden bridge in the sun, gaze at the water and  
wait for the next meal.

It was worth the waiting for. The wooden bridge led 
across the river to the Grossarler Hof, one of the Small 
Luxury Hotels of the World. It nestles beside the river in 
this cosy alpine valley, all sloping roofs and gables and 
wooden balconies festooned with colourful geraniums. 
And somewhere under that lot chef Walter Viehhauser does 
his stuff. It is two-falstaff-fork award winning-stuff, putting 
the place among the finest restaurants in Austria. The 

F

The swollen Grossarler Ache tumbling below the 
Grossarler Hof hotel after weeks of rain.

Local guide 
Urs Zulian puts 

out a line on the 
extraordinary 
waters of the 

Grossarler Ache.

“It was worth the waiting for. The 
wooden bridge led across the river to the 
Grossarler Hof, one of the Small Luxury 

Hotels of the World”
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Jon Beer is the 
president of the 

Wild Trout 
Trust. He fishes 

all over the 
world and is 
the author of 
three books: 

Gone Fishing, 
The Trout and 
I, and Not all 

Beer and 
Bezencenet.

Grossarler Hof is run by two families. It was late evening.  
I was in a mellow mood. I had just climbed outside half-a-
dozen courses of Walter’s creation when I was joined by 
Markus Andexer, Walter’s nephew and manager of the 
Grossarler Hof. He had good news and bad news. The good 
news was that the weather would hold for another day. It 
had been a very wet June – which was why the river was so 
big and bouncy – but the sun would shine tomorrow with 
just a chance of rain towards evening. The bad news was 
that the fishing guide who would take me fishing on the 
Grossarler Ache had been taken ill and couldn’t make it. 
Perhaps he’d seen the height of the river. In the morning, 
Markus would show me the valley and the hotel’s water. 
Then I’d be on my own.

I woke to the sunshine and the roar of the river. It was 
going to be a hot day. Markus was looking cool enough in a 
waistcoat and venerable lederhosen that had once belonged 
to his grandfather. We took a track that hairpinned its way 
up the steep side of the valley. The family have another 
restaurant in an old farm high on the alpine summer 
pastures. From here we could see the whole of the Grossarl 
valley winding up to the snow-capped wall of Alps at the 
end. There, beneath a small glacier, the streams that lace 
down from the peaks gather in Ötzelsee, a small lake where 
the Grossarler Ache is born. Which is where we went next.

We drove up the valley beside the rumbustious waters of 
the Grossarler Ache. The valley sides steepened to 
towering cliffs as we climbed through Grossarl and 
Hüttschlag near the head of the valley. The road ended at a 
large car park where families and hikers were setting off for 
a day in the hills. We carried on, along a small gated track 

towards the lake. We could see its waters glinting through a 
fringe of pines as we approached.

Ötzelsee is an extraordinary place. It is a small, shallow 
mountain tarn and quite unlike anything I’d ever seen.  
The bottom is white sand, ground from the granite of the  
Alps hereabouts. The water is transparent, shading to 
aquamarine in the deeper channels carved by the skein of 
streams that thread the jumble of rocks at the far end. And 
above the pale bottom, suspended in the crystal water, were 
fish. Dozens of them were visible at a first glance: more 
appeared as I learnt to look for shadows on the bottom. 
Some were quite small. Others were not. Some hung almost 
motionless: others cruised over the pale sand, rising 
through the water to take something at the surface. But 
more were feeding steadily, swooping and fluttering in the 
strong currents of the deeper channels. It was as tasty a 
sight as this old fisherman had ever clapped eyes on.

A couple of fishermen were having a taste. One stood out 
in the lake, casting to cruising fish. The other stood at the 
far end of the lake, casting into the channel where a stream 
swept in over the gravel beach. His rod lifted and then bent 
into an extravagant bow as the surface splintered in the 
sunlight and a fish leapt. Here, at least, was a bit of the 
Grossarler Ache that was open for business after a wet 
June. We walked round the Ötzelsee and picked our way 
across the streams. He was into another fish by this time 
and I was keen to see what he had on the end – fish and fly.

It was a brown trout. But there was nothing brown about 
this trout: this exquisite creature had lived its life among the 
pure waters and pale sands of Ötzelsee. It had bleached to 
silver-white with a generous scatter of black and vermillion 

The pale sandy bottom and crystal-clear water of the Ötzelsee lake and the Grossarler Ache are reflected in the colours of their trout.

The huge mouth of a big old Arctic char.             A fisherman wades the shallow water of the lake, looking for cruising fish.



www.trout-and-salmon.co.uk  September 2016  39

spots. It was slipped back into the shallows: the upper 
Grossarler Ache is catch-and-release fishing.

The fisherman showed me his fly, a bushy sedge 
imitation in deer hair. He was fishing it dry, casting fly and 
leader in a heap on to the fast channel of an inflowing 
stream, allowing the fly to drift for a few yards before the 
leader straightened and the fly dragged. And, by golly, it 
worked. Between them the two fishermen had returned  
20 fish on that warm morning of bright sunshine.

It was midday. Markus was going to a wedding in 
Grossarl that afternoon: the reception would be at the hotel. 
It was time we left Ötzelsee. We’d parked beside another 
wooden bridge where the track crossed the outflow from 
the lake. For a few minutes we leaned on the bridge in the 
sunshine and looked down into the water of the Grossarler 
Ache. I seemed to be doing a lot of this. But here was no 
maelstrom of tumbling water. No white water, no waves. 
Barely the slightest ripple. The river flowed swift and 
serene over the same white sand of the lake. And beneath 
us, fish hung in the current, rising and dipping to intercept 
any morsel. Looking downstream, I could make out grey 
shapes and their sliding shadows until the river swung 
round a bend in the distance. It was a mouth-watering sight, 
no mistake. Then we climbed in the car and were gone.

Mulling over that sight on the way back to the hotel, it 
became clear to me that, whatever else I might do in the 
time left to me on this sweet earth, I had to fish that top bit 
of the Grossarler Ache. And, seeing as it was only ten miles 
up the road and the weather forecast for tomorrow was a bit 
chewy, it had better be now. I explained this to Markus 
who, bless his little leather trousers, offered to lend me the 

hotel pick-up for the afternoon. And so, a short time later, I 
was back off up the road, following the Grossarler Ache. It 
was still a tumbling torrent when I took the gated track to 
Ötzelsee so I parked the car and made my way across new-
mown meadows in search of the celestial stream I’d seen 
emerging from the lake.

I followed a dirt track down to the river and stood on an 
ancient plank bridge. Something magical happens there 
beneath those old cracked timbers. Downstream, the 
Grossarler Ache was the crashing alpine torrent I woke to 
beneath my bedroom balcony. Upstream, it flowed in 
smooth serenity over a pale bed, every stick and stone in 
plain view. And then a shadow moved and a grey shape 
rose to dimple the surface.

I tied on an elk-hair sedge, first cousin to the flies the 
boys had been using on Ötzelsee, but I was so excited that I 
got the first cast tangled in the tall flowers of the meadow 
behind me and spooked the first fish something rotten. The 
second had a good look at my fly and sank to the bottom: 
this is catch-and-release water – had they seen it all before? 
I clipped off the fly and tied on a G&H Sedge and offered 
that. The trout rose serenely, tilted back like a tennis player 
watching a lob and then grabbed the fly. I had my first 
Grossarler trout and, in the crystal water under a bright sun, 
I’d seen every inch of the action. 

The following five hours were the most fun I’d had with 
a fly-rod in my hand. I was seeing fish 20 yards off in the 
margins or 8 ft down in the depths. I could read greed or 
suspicion in every flick of a fin, every sink and rise. And, I 
suppose, they could see me – but if the first cast drifted the 
fly over a fish, more often than not the fish would rise to 

ABOVE  
Two views  
from the plank 
bridge over 
the Grossarler 
Ache. 
Downstream 
(pictured left) 
is a tumbling 
alpine stream in 
summer spate.
Upstream is a 
glide on a 
perfect trout 
stream. The 
bridge acts 
as a boundary 
between the 
magical and 
the mundane.

BELOW 
A dry sedge 
imitation for 
the trout of 
Ötzelsee.
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take a look – only to sink if the fly began to drag. Or the fly 
would disappear in a swirl and I was joined to another trout 
– I soon lost count – or to something a little more exotic for 
a bloke from Banbury. A trout was leaning back and 
looking when a large shadow detached itself from the 
depths and lunged past to grab the fly. This was something 
a little better. It came to hand, twisting and shaking with 
the large sedge dwarfed in a huge mouth. There was no 
colourful scatter of red and white spots, just a steel grey 
flank with the faintest sprinkling of pale spots like fitful 
snow in a grey dawn. It was a big old Arctic char. No char is 
ugly but this one was doing its best, with none of the reds or 
orange of a char in its pomp. Arctic char are native to these 
high alpine lakes as the scientific name – Salvelinus 
alpinus – suggests, but this was my first from a river. But 
not my last as I fished up that magical stream. With the 
beating sun, the bleached bottom, the crystal water with its 
aquamarine depths – it was like bone-fishing with a  
dry-fly. Grayling hugged the depths, trout favoured the 
margins and char turned up from time to time.  
One of them got me thinking. 

It was a handsome fish, smaller than the big old char and 
in prime fettle. It had the red fins with a white leading edge: 
it had the characteristic char livery of pale spots on a darker 
background. But the background was green, the spots 
yellow and melding to a pattern of worm-casts on the back 
– with a sprinkle of pale blue spots with a red centre. 
Altogether a colourful little number. And I had seen these 
gaudy patterns before, nearly 20 years ago, in a fish from 
another Austrian stream. That had been a brook char, a 
native of North America thriving in a few of these cold, 
clear waters of the high Alps. Had I found another? This 
was glorious fishing for glorious fish. 

Now it was late and I was hungry. Somewhere down  
the valley the wedding party was in full swing and uncle 
Walter had worked his magic on my next meal. But for  
half an hour or so I could sit by the pick-up and reflect 
happily on a blissful afternoon until Markus arrived  
with the jump leads. 

I’d left the lights on and flattened the battery.  

TEN miles of fly-fishing on the Grossarler Ache is available to residents

of the Grossarler Hof. Day ticket: 45 euros. Permit and licence canbe

arranged through the hotel. The top beat, including Ötzelsee and the

magical kilometre of stream below, is catch-and-release only. Search 

Grossarler fishing for more details.

Grossarler Hof is one of the Small Luxury Hotels of the World. Visit

www.grossarlerhof.at/en for details of accommodation and rates or

click onFly Fishing (bottom right) for more details of fishing packages

andguides. I had aguide the followingday. Itwas a cooler, cloudier

day and Urs Zulian favoured fishing the lake and the riverwith 

weighted nymphs. That caught fish, too. 

Eat, sleep, fish

Two trout (or char) 
in the crystal waters of 

the Grossarler Ache.

A char, certainly, but this 
looks like a brook trout – 

Salvelinus fontinalis.

A sumptuous Arctic 
char from the lake.

Jon’s first taste of the Grossarler Hof and its award-winning restaurant.



NEW!
HARDY ZEPHRUS 
FLY RODS
Sintrix 440 blank. Supplied in 
Hardy Aluminium tube. 
4 piece construction.
Zephrus AWS 9ft 6in #7 £599
Zephrus AWS 9ft 6in #8 £599
Zephrus AWS 10ft #6 £649
Zephrus AWS 10ft #7 £649
Zephrus AWS 10ft #8 £649

Many more models in s k

NAUTILUS CCF X2 
REELS

Super smooth drag.
Super light machined aluminium.

CCF X2 #6/8 £399
CCF X2 #8/10 £469
CCF X2 #10/11 £499
CCF X2 Super King £569

Ideal for freshwater 
and destination 
saltwater species

NEW!
HARDY WRAITH FLY RODS
With Sintrix 550 technology 
generate incredible line speed
and fast tip recovery.

Wraith FWS 9ft #5 £649

Wraith FWS 9ft #6 £649

Wraith AWS 9ft 6in #7 £699

Wraith AWS 10ft #7 £699

Wraith AWS 10ft #8 £699

NEW!
HARDY ULTRALITE CA DD REELS

Ultra smooth performance,
ultra-fast pick up, stunning new styling.

CA DD 4000 WF5+75 £229 
CA DD 5000 WF6+80 £249 
CA DD 6000 WF7+100 £249 
CA DD 7000 WF8+115 £279
CA DD 8000 WF9+150 £279
CA DD 9000 WF10+150 £299
CA DD 10000 WF10+240 £299

NEW!
HARDY ULTRALITE MA DD REELS
Medium arbour with larger capacity
Ultra smooth performance,
ultra-fast pick up, stunning 
new styling.

MA DD 3000 DT4+55 £229
MA DD 5000 DT6+85 £249
MA DD 6000 DT7+140 £279
MA DD 800 0DT9+150 £309
MA DD 10000 DT11+160 £339

Casting
pool on 

premises

NEW!
GREYS GR70 FLY RODS
High modulus carbon.   
4 piece construction

GR70 9ft #5 £229.99
GR70 9ft 6in #6 £249.99
GR70 9ft 6in #7 £249.99
GR70 10ft #7 £269.99
GR70 13ft #8 £359.99
GR70 14ft #9 £379.99
GR70 15ft #10 £399.99

Specialists in tackle for all of 
your destination fi shing trips
Our team of experienced anglers 

are here to help and advise

If you’re in the area why not pay us a visit, we are in the 
very heart of the Midlands.. only 4 miles from 

junction 25 on the M1 Motorway.
You can park your car on our free private car park in front of the shop.

9-13 NOTTINGHAM ROAD, TROWELL, NOTTINGHAM NG9 3PA.

ORDER BY PHONE

0115 930 1816
or online: www.walkersoftrowell.com
email: sales@walkersoftrowell.com

Fax: 01159440898

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED, VISA 
ELECTRON, DELTA, MASTER CARD,VISA.

GIFT 
VOUCHERS 
AVAILABLE

SIMMS FREESTONE
(SMOKE) 
WADER COMBO
Super value package

with Freestone felt 

sole boot £390.00
or with Freestone 

Vibram 

sole boot

£400.00

GREYS CT WADER 
COMBO
Ideal for the casual angle .

These waders feature 

Climatex3L fabric

£189.99
Complete with 
FREE 
Strata CT
wading boots

EXTENSIVE RANGE

IN STOCK

PLEASE RING

FOR DETAILS

REELS
Hardy CLS 5000 (£199) £119

Hardy CLS 7000 (£219) £131

Hardy CLS 9000 (£249) £149

Hardy Zenith 12ft6” #7 (£799) £479

Hardy Zenith 13ft6” #8 (£849) £509

Hardy Zenith 15ft1” #10 (£949) £569

RING FOR DETAILS 0115 9301816

 WHILE STOCKS LAST
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Why the Thurso was successful
Fishery manager Tim Hawes offers 10 reasons
1. The netting at the mouth of the river was stopped 

more than ten years ago, since when spawning stock 

has increased.

2. The ban on coastal netting imposed by the Scottish 

Government will also have helped. Mixed-stock 

interceptory nets previously took fish destined for  

the Thurso.

3. Thurso has enjoyed very good returns over the past 

five years. It had its best-ever year in 2010; the catch of 

3,022 salmon was more than twice the five-year 

average. Catches in 2011 and 2012 were also very good 

at 2,210 and 2,269 respectively. 

4. The Caithness Fishery board carries out regular 

electrofishing surveys, led by Alan Youngson, the 

board’s fishery scientist. The surveys in 2013 and 2014 

showed that the Thurso, along with other Caithness 

rivers, had huge numbers of parr in 2013 (these fish 

smolted in 2014 and some of them became the 2SW 

fish of 2016) and 2014 (these fish smolted in 2015 and 

some of them became the grilse of 2016). So, 

everything was set up for good runs of grilse and 

salmon this year.

5. Not only was July 4-9 exceptional, but the river 

enjoyed very good fishing in May as well. Some 243 fish 

were caught, compared to a 10-year average of 137. In 

May there was only one small rise in water, which 

topped up Loch More and gave enough water to keep 

the fish coming in throughout the month. The fish were 

of excellent quality, mainly in the 8 lb to 12 lb range, and 

a few in the high teens. Rod pressure was low: up to the 

middle of June the river lets a maximum of 12 rods per 

week; in May the rod average was an excellent  

five fish per rod per week.

6. The weather was perfect in the July week: overcast 

conditions with a good breeze on most days.

7. Water levels were low in June and this meant that 

large numbers of fish built up in the estuary. Despite 

low water, the fishing was above average with 205 

salmon for the month, which is well above the ten-year 

average and only three below the five-year average.

8. The water arrived at the correct time. There was rain 

over the weekend (July 2-3), which meant that the river 

was running at 18 inches on the Monday and quite 

clean. We then had more rain on Monday and Tuesday, 

which put the river up to 23 inches and it fell the rest  

of the week to finish at a good fishing height,  

14 inches by the end of the week.

9. Catch-and-release (up to June 19) was  

introduced in 2012.

10. The rods that fished were competent and knew the 

river well and therefore maximised their opportunities.

BONANZA ON THE THURSO
442 salmon and grilse caught by 24 rods in one extraordinary week in July

A
S WE go to press, we have received reports of a remarkable 
week’s salmon fishing on the River Thurso in Caithness. 
Some 442 fish were caught in the week July 4-9.

Of the haul, 179 were salmon, 31 of which weighed more 
than 15 lb and four topped 20 lb. On July 7, some 99 fish were caught. 
The top rod for the week landed 45 salmon. Two rods caught 45 fish 
between them over three days.

We asked fishery manager Tim Hawes why the river had enjoyed 
such an amazing week. He said: “I was tipped off at the start of the 
year by the board’s fishery scientist Alan Youngson that 2016 might 
be a good year due to the good spawning conditions we experienced 
in 2011, so the seeds were sown in the years before.”

But this remarkable success is the result of many factors, as Tim 
explains in the panel, right.

Eddie McCarthy, the former river superintendent, who retired last 
year after 35 years of managing the river, said: “I think these fish 
were the tail-end of the spring run. Never in my life have I seen so 
many fish showing along the Caithness coastline. I think it could be 
the start of something – the beginning of the spring run returning.”

Eddie also suggested that the three-year ban on mixed-stock coastal 
netting, which was introduced this year, was having a positive effect 
and that this good news story was the fruit of the board and staff’s 
many years of good in-river husbandry.

This 21 lb Thurso salmon, which took a Tiger Cascade Shrimp, was caught 
by Mary Harkin on July 8. It was one of 13 fish she landed over three days.
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Lark lunker
This enormous wild trout, 

estimated to weigh at least 
10 lb, was caught by Derek 
Davies from the River Lark, 
a Suffolk chalkstream, on 
July 11. The fish, which was 

released, took a size 10 
Mayfly on a 4 lb leader that 

was cast upstream on a 
two-weight Sage ZXL rod. 

Pioneer retires
Dr Stephen Marsh-Smith has 

retired from his role as executive 
director of the Wye & Usk 
Foundation, the project he 

founded more than 20 years ago. 
Marsh-Smith has overseen the 
building of fish passes, habitat 

restoration and projects to 
overcome acid rain and diffuse 

pollution, as well as the 
introduction of the innovative 
Fishing Passport, which gives 
affordable and easy access to 
many rivers. Marsh-Smith was 

awarded the OBE in 2011 for his 
services to the rivers Wye and Usk.

 £200,000 boost for angling
The Angling Trust is to give £200,000 to projects that manage fish 
predation and improve access at fisheries.

The cash forms the Angling Improvement Fund, which is derived 
from rod licence sales. Fisheries and clubs are invited to apply for 
up to £5,000 per project.

Money will be allocated to projects that increase participation by 
“improving facilities for people with physical, sensory or learning 
impairments or long-term health conditions”. Cash will also be 
given to fisheries seeking to introduce non-lethal methods of 
controlling cormorants, goosanders and otters.

To be successful each project will need to secure significant 
match funding or in-kind support, such as volunteer time or 
donated materials.

Because the money is derived from coarse and non-migratory  
rod licence sales, the fund is open to brown trout projects, but  
not those that “principally target salmon or sea-trout”. 

Apply at anglingtrust.net or search “Angling Improvement Fund .̋

Fish of the month
The winners of our Sharpe’s of 
Aberdeen June fish of the month 
competition are: salmon – Terry 
Jones, Carmarthen (15 lb on an 
Irish Minnow from the River Tywi); 
trout – Richard Evans, Machynlleth 
(35 in, est. 18 lb, sea-trout on fly 
from the River Dovey).

Super trawler petition
More than 38,000 people have 
signed a petition to ban super-
sized trawlers from the Irish coast. 
The trawlers can process more 
than 250 tonnes of fish per day 
and it is feared salmon, sea-trout 
and their food could be part of the 
by-catch. Find out more at  
uplift.ie/supertrawlers  
and stopsupertrawlers.org

The bottom line
A survey of the tackle 
business by the Angling 
Trades Association has 
revealed that game angling 
represents 15.6% (£88.9m) 
of the UK market by sales. 
For the first time carp has 
become the largest sector 
with 39.04% (£222.7m) of 
the market, followed by 
general coarse 34.73% 
(£198.1m) and sea (10.63%) 
£60.7m. The angling 
business as a whole is worth 
£570.4m, an increase of 
5.4% on the same survey in 
2011. More than 80% of retail 
customers are aged over  
30 – only 2% are aged 
between 20 and 30.

Money is available to use non-lethal  
methods that deter goosanders.



Clearwater
Fly Reels

£59

Hydros SL
Black  Nickel
from £175

Battenkill
Fly Reels

from £79

Encounter II
Fly Reels

from £45

CFO
Fly Reels

from £279

Access
Fly Reels

£99

RS FLY - 4  PCE
A classy, high-end rod with exceptional performance 

Rod Length Line RRP Price
RS Fly 9’ #5 #6 £169.99 £149.99
RS Fly 9’6” #6 #7 £184.99 £164.99
RS Fly 10’ #7 #8 £199.99 £179.99

GAME QUEST - 6 PCE
Designed for fishing use anytime, anywhere

Rod Length Line RRP Price
Game Quest 8’6” #4 £109.99 £99.99
Game Quest 9’ #5 £109.99 £99.99
Game Quest 9’ #6 £109.99 £99.99
Game Quest 9’ #8 £119.99 £107.99
Game Quest 9’ 6” #7 £119.99 £107.99
Game Quest 10’ #7 £119.99 £107.99

SPEEDSTER
Super-high retrieve 

rate reel with a 
narrower spool, 

inboard mounted
handle & an large 

outer diameter

1.5 Fly Reel £249
2 Fly Reel £269

3 Fly Reel £299
Spare Spool from £120

2 Fly Reel £309
2 Fly Reel £329

Spare Spool from£120 

AGILITY FLY - 4PCE
The action of the blanks are medium / fast and
combine excellent casting potential with a
smooth fish playing action.

10’ #3 #4 #5               RRP £54.99 PRICE £39.99

ORACLE EXP SWITCH ROD - 6PCE
useful when smaller flies and lighter lines are
required to improve presentation.

11’ #7/8 #8/9              RRP £89.99 PRICE £74.99

LITESPEED
An iconic ultra-large arbor reel

SCOTT A4 FLY RODS - 4 PCE
Smooth casting high line speed rods with low physical weights.

A4 Fly Rods Price
7'6” #4 £349
8' #3 #4 £349
8'6" #4 #5 £349

A4 Fly Rods Price
9' #4-#10 #12 £349
10’ #4 - #8 £349

SCOTT G2 FLY RODS - 4 PCE
For stalking trout with tiny flies, long leaders, & light tippet. 

A4 Fly Rods Price
7'7” #2 #3 #4 £599
8'4” #2 #3 #4 #5 £599

A4 Fly Rods Price
8'8” #3 #4 #5 #6 £599
9’ #4 # 5 #6 £599

SCOTT RADIAN FLY RODS - 4 PCE
A great combination of speed and power

Radian Fly Rods Price
8'6” #4 #5 £649
9' #4 - #7 £649

Radian Fly Rods Price
9'6” #6 #7 #8 £649
10’ #4 - #8 £649

Snowbee  Onyx
7 Models

RRP £52-£95
NOW £49.99-£79.99

Snowbee Geo
3 Models

RRP £195-£239
NOW £159-£219

Snowbee Classic 2
4 Models
NOW

£28-£94

SNOWBEE GEO NANO FLY RODS - 4PCE
The ubiquitous larger stillwater & reservoir rods plus 3 Salmon rods
Geo Nano RRP Price
8'6” #4 £359 £315
9' #5 #6 #8 #9 #10 £369-£409 £315-£349
9'6" #7 £399 £339
10' #3 #4 #6 #7 £389-£409 £349
13' #8 #9 £489 £429
14' #9 #10 6 Piece Travel Rod £549 £479
14' #9/10 £539 £449
Geo Nano Switch - 4PCE RRP Price
10’9” #7 £439 £379
11’6” #8 £459 £399

SNOWBEE PRESTIGE FLY RODS - 4PCE
Superb quality coupled with outstanding value.

Prestige RRP Price
8’ #4 £229 £189
9’ #4 #5 #6 £249 £199
9’6” #3 #7 £269-£279 £219
10' #2 #3 #4 #5 #6 #7 £269-£289 £219-£229
10’ #8 £259 £149
10'6”#3 New Style Handle £299 £269
11’ #3 New Style Handle £299 £269

SNOWBEE PRESTIGE SWITCH FLY RODS - 4PCE
Lightweight and effortless power producing distance and accuracy.

RRP Price
10'8" #6 ONLY £289-£299 £169

SNOWBEE DIAMOND 2 FLY RODS - 4PCE
Incorporating the very latest thinking in fly rod design & material technology.
Diamond 2 RRP Price
7' #4 £145 £116
8' #4 £149 £119
9' #4 #5 #6 £159-£165 £129
9'6" #7 #8 £169 £135
10' #3 #4 #6 #7 £169-£185 £139-£149

9' #4 #5 £159 £99
9'6” #8 £149 £89
10' #3 #4 #5 #6 #8 £169 £99

SNOWBEE DIAMOND 2 SPEY & SWITCH FLY

RODS - 4PCE
Superb performance and affordable value.

Diamond 2 Spey RRP Price
12'6"#7 #8 £259 £215
13' #8 #9 £259 £229
14' #9 #10 £299 £249
15' #10 #11 £319 £269

Diamond 2 Switch RRP Price
10'6"#7 £219 £179
10'6"#8 £219 £179

SNOWBEE CLASSIC FLY RODS - 4PCE
The  Classic Fly Rods with all-new 4-piece blanks, providing crisp,
responsive action. Ideal for those just starting fly fishing.

Classic RRP Price
6' #2/3 £58.00 £45
7' #3/4 #5/6 £60.00 £47
8'6" #4/5 £68.00 £54
9' #4/5 #5/6 £71.00 £59
9'6" #6/7 £82.00 £63
10' #4/5 #7/8 £89.00 £69-£72
10' #6/7 NEW £88.00 £79 

SNOWBEE CLASSIC FLY ROD COMBOS - 4PCE
Designed for the most technical and demanding of light line anglers
and available in specialized sizes.

Classic Combo Kits RRP Price
8'6" #4/5 £103 £79.99
9' #5/6 #7/8 #8/9 £108-£125 £79.99
9'6" #6/7 £120 £89.99

20%
OFF

Purchase a Snowbee fly rod, fly
reel & fly line & get 20% off
the complete outfit!

SNOWBEE 790 CASSETTE REELS & BUNDLES

A Cassette Spool version of the Popular 790 model. Built to the
same exacting standards as the other reels, but fitted with a
precision moulded, reinforced polycarbonate Cassette Spool.
Giving the same line capacity as the standard model, this offers
the advantage of quick-change, inexpensive cassette spools, so
favoured by competition fishermen. Also available as a ‘retro-fit’
spool head to convert your existing 790 Geo into a Cassette reel. 

Cassette Fly Reels RRP Price
Onyx #5/7 Cassette Fly Reel £65 £54.99
Onyx #5/7 Cassette Fly Reel plus 
3 Spare Cassette Spools in Reel Case £85 £74.99
Onyx #7/9 Cassette Fly Reel £69.99 £62.99
Onyx #7/9 Cassette Fly Reel plus 
3 Spare Cassette Spools in Reel Case £95 £79.99
Geo 560 Cassette Fly Reel £209 £169
Geo 560 Cassette Fly Reel plus 
3 Cassette Spools and Reel Case £259 £199
Geo 790 Cassette Fly Reel £235 £179
Geo 790 Cassette Fly Reel plus 
3 Cassette Spools and Reel Case £279 £210

REDUCED

1/2 PRICE

OFFER

REDUCED

REDUCED

3 SPECIAL OFFERS

REDUCED

ORVIS ENCOUNTER SPIN/FLY COMBO ROD
It's a spinning rod. No, it's a fly rod. Actually, it's both. 

Encounter Spin/Fly Combo Rod RRP Price
7' #5 (fly) 1/16 - 3/16oz (spin) £225 £199

ORVIS SUPERFINE CARBON FLY RODS 
Classic precision dominates the unsanded graphite blank with
matching graphite wraps of the Superfine Carbon. 

Superfine Carbon Fly Rods RRP Price
6’ - 9’ 7 Models in the range from £335

ORVIS RECON FLY RODS 
Recon teams a high-performance, fast action feel with light swing
weight. 

Recon Fly Rods RRP Price
7’ 11” - 10’ 7 Models in the range from £315NEW 

NEW 

ORVIS HELIOS 2 FLY RODS - 4 PCE
20% stronger than the original Helios, 20% lighter in hand, 100%
increase in tip-impact strength, fine-tuned tapers for unrivaled
tracking, accuracy, and lifting power

ORVIS SUPERFINE GLASS FULL FLEX RODS
Get ready to change the way you feel. Orvis have applied modern 
Orvis taper design principles to a classic rod-building material to
produce a 3-weight fibreglass fly rod that's smooth and slow, yet
crisp and strong.

Superfine Glass Full Flex Rods RRP Price
7' #3 £349 £314
7'6" #3 £349 £314
8' #5 £349 £314
8'6” #6 6 Piece NEW £375 £335

Helios 2 RRP Price
6' #2 £675 £599
7' #4 £675 £575
7'6" #3 £675 £599
7'9 #5 £675 £599
8'4" #2 #3 £675 £599
8'6" #4 #5 £675 £575
9' #4 #5 #6 £675 £599

Helios 2 Saltwater RRP Price
8'6" #2 #3 £695 £575
9' #6 #7 #8 #9

#10 #11 #12 £695 £599
9'6" #6 £695 £599
10' #6 #7 #8 £695 £599
Helios 2 Switch Rods RRP Price
11' #6 #7 #8 #9 £795 £699

NEW FOR AUTUMN / WINTER 2015

ORVIS CLEARWATER FLY RODS - 4 PCE
The all new Clearwater® Series reaps the rewards of our award-
winning Helios™ technology. Lighter and more responsive than
ever, the Clearwater Series offers 20 models 

Clearwater RRP Price
6' #2 £179 £159
7' #4 £179 £159
7'6" #3 #5 £179 £159
8'6" #4 #5 £179 £159

ORVIS FREQUENT FLYER FLY RODS - 7 PCE
Travelling with your fly rod has never been easier than with the 7-
piece travel fly rods Frequent Flyer fly rods. 

Frequent Flyer RRP Price
8'6" #5 £215 £193
9' #5 #6 #8 £235 £210

ORVIS ENCOUNTER FLYER ROD OUTFITS - 4PCE
Encounter fly rods are quality discount fly rods that allow novice
anglers to easily enter the fly fishing world. Offering the most
popular sizes and line weights, these Encounter fly rod outfits elimate
all the guesswork on your part.

Encounter Outfits RRP Price
8'6" #5 Includes Rod, Reel, Line & Leader £149 £135
9' #5 #8 Includes Rod, Reel, Line & Leader £149 £135
9’ 6” #6 Includes Rod, Reel, Line & Leader £149 £135

Clearwater RRP Price
9' #4 #5 #6 #7

#8 #9 #10 #12 £179 £159
9'6" #6 #7 £199 £179
10' #4 #5 #6 #8 £179-£199 £159-£179

ORVIS CLEARWATER SWITCH RODS
High-end performance at an excellent price, giving you the back-
saving ease of two-handed casting.

Clearwater Switch Rods RRP Price
11’ #6 #7 #8 #9 £299 £269
12’ #8 £299 £269

GREYS GR30 FLY RODS - 4 PCE
With a slightly more forgiving action than the GR50, 
the GR30 allows high line speeds with the minimum of
effort. The GR30 looks every bit as good as it casts.

Rod Length Line RRP NOW
GR30 7'6" #3 £99.99 £88.99
GR30 8' #4 £99.99 £88.99
GR30 8'6" #5 £99.99 £88.99
GR30 9' #5 #6 #8 £109.99 £98.99
GR30 9'6" #5 #6 #8 £119.99 £107.99
GR30 10' #7 #8 £119.99 £107.99

GREYS GR50 FLY RODS - 4 PCE
Manufactured from high grade carbon fibre in an advanced 
taper design, the GR50 is a physically light fly rod. The fast
recovering, high performance action is the replacement for
Greys all-time best selling GRXI+ range is truly class leading.

Rod Length Line RRP NOW
GR50 6' #3 £129.99 £116.99
GR50 6'6" #4 £129.99 £116.99
GR50 7' #3 #5 £129.99 £116.99
GR50 8' #4 #6 £139.99 £125.99
GR50 8'6" #5 £139.99 £125.99
GR50 9' #5 #6 #8 £139.99 £125.99
GR50 9'6" #6 #7 #8 £149.99 £134.99
GR50 10' #6 #7 #8 £149.99 £134.99 
GR50 13' #8/9 £249.99 £224.99
GR50 14' #9/10 £249.99 £224.99
GR50 15' #10/11 £249.99 £224.99

GREYS GR70 FLY RODS - 4 PCE
Designed for river & still water anglers.

Length Line RRP NOW
9’ #5 #6 #7 £229.99 £206.99
9’6” #6 #7 £249.99 £224.99
10’ #7 #8 £269.99 £242.99

GREYS GR50 SWITCH RODS - 4 PCE
Manufactured from high grade carbon fibre. 

Length Line RRP NOW
11’ 1” #5 #6 £199.99 £179.99
11’ 1” #6 #7 £199.99 £179.99
11’ 1” #7 #8 £199.99 £179.99

GREYS GR70 DOUBLE HANDED RODS
Double handed rod designed for river & still water anglers.

Length Line RRP NOW 
14’ #9 £379.99 £339.99
15’ #9 £399.99 £358.99

Length Line RRP NOW
9’ #5 £239.99 £215.99
9’6” #7 £259.99 £233.99

GREYS GR70 6 PCE TRAVEL RODS
Giving all anglers the ability to venture further than before.

GREYS GR70 STREAMFLEX /
STREAMFLEX PLUS

Fast recovering, smooth medium-fast action fly rods

Length Line RRP NOW
Streamflex 6’6” #3 £199.99 £179.99
Streamflex Plus 7’ #3 £199.99 £179.99
Streamflex 7’6” #4 £199.99 £179.99
Streamflex 8’ #4 £209.99 £188.99
Streamflex 8’6” #5 £209.99 £188.99
Streamflex 9’ #4 #5 #6 £219.99 £199.99
Streamflex Plus 9’6” #3 #5 £279.99 £248.99
Streamflex 10’ #3 #4 #5 £239.99 £215.99
Streamflex 11’ #3 #4  £245.99 £224.99

XF2 & XF2 STREAMFLEX 
ALL REDUCED

GTS/GX REELS
Large Arbor GTS cassette reels with Greys unique line ID system.

RRP NOW 
GTS500 #5 #6 #7 £49.99 £44.99
GTS500 #7 #8 #9 £49.99 £44.99
GTS700 #5 #6 #7 £99.99 £89.99
GTS700 #7 #8 #9 £99.99 £89.99
GX900 #2 #3 #4 £119.99 £61.00
GX900 #4 #5 #6 £124.99 £63.00
GX900 #6 #7 #8 £129.99 £65.00
GX900 #8 #9 #10 £139.99 £69.00
GX900 #10 #11 #12 £149.99 £75.00

NEW 

NEW 

GAME TRUE FLY T2 - 4PC
Length Line RRP Price
9’ #5 #6 £89.99 £79.99
9’6” #6 #7 £99.99 £89.99
10’ #6 #7 #8 £119.99 £107.99

NEW 

GRXi
• Floating
• Intermediate
• Med Sinking
RRP £24.99

NOW £15

PLATINUM
• Floating
• Intermediate
• Sinking etc.
RRP £39.99

NOW £24
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Orvis Silver Sonic 
Stockingfoot
Zippered Waders £355
Guide Waders £339
Convertible Waders £245

Infinity Gravel Guards £26 • Neoprene Guard Sock £25

Orvis Encounter
Felt or Rubber Sole

from £79

Orvis Clearwater
Fly Fishing Vest
RRP £59 £49

Orvis Lightwt Super
Tac-L-Pac Fly Vest
RRP £125 £99

Orvis Hydros
Strap Vest

RRP £125 £110

SFT Breathable Waders
RRP NOW

Chest Stockingfoot £359 £289
Zip-Front Stockingfoot £399 £329

Prestige Breathable ST Waders
RRP NOW

Stockingfoot Waist £229 £189
Stockingfoot Chest £249 £199
Stockingfoot Zip-Front £299 £249

Prestige Breathable ST Waders
RRP NOW

Bootfoot Chest Combi Felt £249£199
Bootfoot Zip Combi Felt £319£269

Orvis Clearwater
Wading Boots. Felt or
Vibram from £125

Snowbee XS-Pro RRP NOW
Studded XS-Tra Grip £129£99
Combi Felt £119£79

Rockhopper Neoprene
Spike Sole Wading Boots

RRP £59.99 £49.99

Snowbee Classic
Fly Vest

RRP £45.99 £37

Snowbee Geo
Fly Vest

RRP £84.99 £75

Snowbee Geo Wading
Fly Vest

RRP £73 £65

Snowbee Superlight
Fly Vest

RRP £50 £45

Snowbee Superlight
Mesh Fly Vest
RRP £46 £39

Snowbee Prestige
Breathable Over Trousers

RRP £135 £99

Snowbee Shirts
Short or Long Sleeves

from £39.99

Classic Neoprene Cleated
Bootfoot Waders RRP NOW
Thigh Waders £65.99 £55
Chest Waders £89.99 £75

Snowbee Stream-Trek
Studded XS-Tra Grip

RRP £145 NOW £115

Snowbee SFT Sonic-Welded 
Breathable Wading Jacket

RRP £299 £269 

Snowbee Prestige
Breathable Wading Jacket

RRP £145 £119
Orvis Clearwaters

Mesh Vest
RRP £59 £49

Orvis Sonic Tailwaters
Wading Jacket

RRP £249 £225

Orvis Sonic
Wading Jacket

RRP £249 £225

Greys Strata All Weather 
Jacket - Brown

RRP £179.99 £139 .99

Greys Strata All Weather 
Overtrousers - Brown
RRP £149.99 £119 .99

Greys Strata Fly Vest
Lightweight & waterproof 

RRP £54.99 £44.99

Scierra X-Tech Wading
Jacket

RRP £129.99 £116.99 

Snowbee Smoker Cooker
Made from Stainless Steel
RRP £49.99 £39.99

Snowbee Float Tube Kit
Twin-tube V-Boat style
RRP £209 £179

Snowbee Prestige
Gamefisher £19.99

18 Models to choose
from - Starting from £199

11 Models to choose from

Maui Jim Sunglasses
from £89

Maui Jim BiFocal Sunglasses
from £115

Snowbee Magnalite Full
Frame £49.99

Snowbee Prestige Sport Sunglasses
2 Styles available £49.99

Open Range Tech
Vest Pack £149.99

Marabou Vest
£129.99

Wildhorse Tech
Vest Pack £199.99

Elk River Youth 
Vest £74.99

PFG Henry’s Fork
Lightweight fishing

vest with 12 pockets
to hold all your gear.
RRP £89.99 £69 

Headwaters 
Gear Bag

£99

Simms Headwaters
Chest Pack

RRP £79 £69

Simms Headwaters 
Hip Pack

RRP £89 £75 

Headwaters Full
Day Pack

RRP £149 £129

Headwaters 1/2 Day
Hydration Pack
RRP £99 £85

Airflo Outlander Gear
Bag

£39.99 

Airflo Outlander
Rolling Cargo Bag

RRP £79.99 £65

Airflo Outlander
Rucksack/Chest Pack

£59.99 

Airflo Outlander Vest
Back Pack
£59.99 

CC3 XP
Stockingfoot Waders
RRP £149.99 £114.99

Snowbee Fly Vest /
Backpack

RRP £89.99 £79 

Snowbee Prestige Long
Fly-Fishing Waistcoat 

RRP £89.99 £79 

Snowbee Prestige
Breathable 3/4 Field Jacket

RRP £175 £139

Orvis Access
Wading Boots 

RRP £139 £125
Studs Extra £22.95

Orvis BOA Pivot Boots
Vibram Rubber Sole

RRP £175 £155
Studs Extra £22.95

Orvis Encounter 
Waders & Boots
Waders          from  £135
Boots             from  £79 
See website for details

Headwaters Gear
Bag

£189

Simms Dry Creek Back Packs and Hip
Packs

£109 - £259

• Waterproof 
Zips 

• 3 Layer 
Bonded 
System

• High 
Breathability

NEW SFT 4mm Neoprene 
Chest Waders RRP NOW
Stockingfoot £155 £119
Bootfoot Combi Felt from £189 £139
Bootfoot - Cleated   from £185 £149

SPECIAL OFFER LAST FEW

Contender
Fishing Jacket

£319

Acklin
Fishing Jacket

£339

Slick
Fishing Jacket

£449

Guide
Fishing Jacket

£329

Buckley 
Fishing Jacket

£399

G3 Guide
Fishing Jacket

£429

G4 PRO
Fishing Jacket

£499 

Vertical Mesh
Fishing Vest

£119

Cascade
Softshell Trousers

£99

Superlight
Zip-off Trousers

£69

Superlight
Trousers

£59

Rogue
Fleece Hoody

£99

Rivershed
Fishing Fleece

£119

Kinetic
Fishing Jacket

£255

Riffle
Fishing Jacket

£255

Hyalite Rain Shell
Jacket .....£149
Bib..........£129

ExStream
Jacket .....£239
Trousers ..£179

ProDry Gore-Tex
Jacket .....£479
Bib..........£399

Freestone
Fishing Vest

£79

G4Z
Waders

Stockingfoot
£799

Flyte Jacket
Gunmetal

RRP £179 £99

Fall Run Jacket
Swamp

RRP £169 £89

Contender Gore-Tex
Camo/Dark Gunmetal

RRP £279 £179

Guide Shorts
Traditional fit

£59

Shirts
from

£44.99

Bone
Flip
£69

Ebbtide
Flip
£39

Guide
Flip

RRP £79 £59

Zipit Bootie II
Wading Boots

£85

Headwaters
Wading Boots

£159

Flats Sneaker
Wading Boots

£119

Freestone Felt
Wading Boots

£139

Freestone
Wading Boots

£159

Vapor
Wading Boots

£169

Rivertek 2 BOA
Wading Boots

from £189 

G3 Guide
Wading Boots

from £199

G4 Boa
Wading Boots

£249

Headwaters 
Convertible
Stockingfoot

£399

G3 Guide
Waders

Stockingfoot
£549

GR4 PRO
Waders

Stockingfoot
£699

G3 Guide
Fishing Vest

£199

Guide
Fishing Vest

£149

NEW Geo 5 
Breathable  Waders
RRP £449 NOW £399

• Welted front Pockets
• Articulated Knee

RRP £189.99 £169.99 RRP £229.99 £189.99

Orvis Encounter
Men’s Wading Jacket

RRP £109 £99

Orvis Encounter
Women’s Wading Jacket

RRP £105 £95

Orvis Clearwater
Wading Jacket

RRP £189 £169

Windstopper Vest
Loden
£169

Windstopper Jacket
Loden or Scarlet

£199 

Snowbee Breeze Bloc
Fleece 360g/m2 Fly Vest

RRP £69.99 £59.99

All Seasons Breathable
Fishing / Country Jacket

from RRP £149 £135

All Seasons Breathable
Overtrousers

from RRP £59 £54

Headwaters Tackle
Bag

£169

Waypoints Range - All in Stock
£89 - £129 - See website

Safe Passage - Olive / Grey
£59 - £139

See website

NEW Safe Passage - Camo
£59 - £139

See website

Shoe £74.90

Slip-On £69.90

Flip £39.90



Environment Agency 
head of fisheries 

Sarah Chare writes a blog at: 
environmentagency.blog.

gov.uk/author/sarah-chare/
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“We can  
only do this  
  together”

In May, the Environment Agency launched its  
five-point plan to save salmon. T&S asks Sarah 

Chare, the agency’s head of fisheries, how she will 
confront the issues that most concern anglers

I N T E R V I E W  

Netting
T&S: Would you agree that mixed-
stock netting must stop immediately? 
The UK Government’s continued 
sanctioning of mixed-stock fisheries 
is against internationally accepted 
science and violates Article 66 of the 
United Nations Convention on the Law 
of the Sea: ie, anadromous fish 
returning to their state of origin 
should not be killed by another state 
when killing the fish conflicts with the 
state of origin’s conservation and 
management policy. Scotland has 
banned mixed-stock netting and yet 
up to 70 per cent of fish taken by 
north-east England’s drift and T&J 
nets are destined for Scottish rivers.

Sarah Chare: The policy in England is to 
phase out coastal mixed-stock salmon 
fisheries to protect the weakest 
contributing salmon stocks and this is a 
commitment under the NASCO (North 
Atlantic Salmon Conservation 
Organisation) Implementation Plan.

Following the 2012 North East Net 
Limitation Order review, the Minister 
instructed the Environment Agency to 
close the NE drift-net fishery by 2022 
with a further commitment to phase out 
the T&J net fisheries. These fisheries 
account for over 90 per cent of the total 
salmon net catch in England. We are 
seeking to accelerate a reduction in 
coastal mixed-stock salmon net 
exploitation and are actively considering 
a range of options to achieve this under 
the new five-point approach. To further 
this objective, we are very pleased  
that a consortium of NGOs has formed 
who will work with the netsmen  

The north-east drift-net fishery is due to close 
by 2022 – but shouldn't it happen sooner?



and the Environment Agency to 
facilitate a reduction in netting. 

For all other net fisheries, we will seek 
to only allow the exploitation of salmon 
where stocks are clearly sustainable  
and where there is a harvestable  
surplus to exploit. 

Catch-And-Release
What is the EA’s position regarding 
mandatory and voluntary catch-and-
release of salmon – and sea-trout?

Where salmon stocks are at an 
unsustainable level, there is a need to 
take action – through reducing all forms 
of exploitation. We recognise that 
anglers have taken significant steps to 
increase the levels of voluntary catch-
and-release in recent years in addition to 
the adoption of other measures to 
conserve salmon. This is extremely 
positive and welcome. We intend to build 
on this within the five-point approach by 
working with the Angling Trust to 
identify the most appropriate level of 
catch-and-release on each river, assess 
the impact of different forms of angling 
methods and ensure that we encourage 
best practice catch-and-release handling 
methods. Our aim is to encourage and 
increase voluntary catch-and-release on 
those rivers where salmon stocks are 
under particular pressure. However, if 
we cannot achieve a sufficiently high 
level voluntarily we will be compelled to 
consider mandatory controls to protect 
vulnerable stocks.

Pollution
Great strides have been taken in 
recent years to protect our rivers from 
industrial pollution. With that in 
mind, how do you plan to tackle 
pollution and damage caused by 
agriculture (run-off, phosphates, 
dredging, veterinary medicines etc)? 

Your own data says that agricultural 
sediment is ranked second in the list 
of reasons why waterbodies are 
failing under the EU Water 
Framework Directive. If an industrial 
company generated the same amount 
of pollution as many farms, they 
would be prosecuted and presumably 
shut down. The current system of 
promoting good practice and 
providing advice, as undertaken by 
the Rivers Trusts, clearly isn’t 
sufficient and a bigger stick is needed. 

It’s right to recognise that over the last 
30 years many billions of pounds have 
been invested in improving our rivers 

A plan to 
save salmon
INSPIRED BY the T&S/Angling Trust 
Save Our salmon campaign, in May the 
Environment Agency outlined a five-
point plan (see below) to “restore the 
abundance, diversity and resilience of 
salmon stocks throughout England.” The 
agency is working with the Department 
for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
(Defra) and the England Fisheries Group, 
which includes: Angling Trust, Atlantic 
Salmon Trust, Canal & Rivers Trust, 

Rivers Trust, Institute of Fisheries 
Management, Salmon and 

Trout Conservation UK 
and the Wild Trout Trust. 
Each organisation is 
responsible for 
delivering a different 
aspect of the plan 
within a timeframe. 

Find out more by visiting 
anglingtrust.net – search: 

“salmon five point approach".

1. Improve marine survival: 

Defra to work with NASCO to manage 
fishing pressures outside the UK and 
research salmon mortality at sea. EA to 
optimise salmon survival in coastal 
environments.

2. Reduce exploitation by nets and rods: 

EA to better regulate netting, end 
mixed-stocks netting, and improve 
coastal enforcement. Angling Trust to 
encourage voluntary c-and-r, and 
implement with EA “third-sector” 
salmon enforcement on rivers.

3. Remove barriers to migration (up 

and down) and enhance habitat: 

EA to ensure salmon passage is 
embedded in water environment plans, 
assess impact of barriers on downstream 
smolt migration, and influence land use 
to reduce pollution and restore natural 
flows. Defra to deliver new fish passage 
laws. Angling Trust to reduce impact of 
avian predation. Rivers Trust to address 
priority barriers to salmon migration.

4. Safeguard sufficient flows:  

EA to ensure sufficient flows for salmon 
when awarding abstraction permits, 
secure improvements for salmon 
through the water company price 
review, and ensure hydro/tidal schemes 
do not affect salmon populations. Defra

to ensure abstraction reform safeguards 
flows for up- and downstream migration.

5. Maximise spawning success and 

juvenile survival by improving  

water quality:

EA to implement water companies’ 
national environment programme and 
ensure response and enforcement 
following pollution incidents take into 
account impact on salmon. Defra to 
improve conditions for salmon through 
agri-environment payment schemes. 
Rivers Trust to work with farmers to 
improve the environment for salmon. 
S&TC to assess water pollution priorities.

most particularly in improving the 
quality of sewage treatment, resulting 
in salmon returning to some of 
England’s major rivers after an 
absence of many decades. For example, 
after an absence of 100 years salmon 
returned to the River Mersey in 1999.  
Salmon numbers have also grown 
substantially on rivers such as the Tyne 
and the Wear to the extent that they are 
arguably among the most prolific 
salmon rivers in England.  

But we know that agricultural 
pollution, often associated with 
sediment, is particularly damaging for 
salmonid stocks. We focus our 
regulation on priority catchments and 
issues that are most likely to be 
damaging. Where there is pollution 
from agricultural premises that a 
farmer fails to address despite the 
advice given, we will take  
enforcement action.  

Our partner organisations, such as the 
Rivers Trust, also have a key role to play 
in helping to give best-practice advice 
and guidance that improve catchment 
management. While there are 
challenges, there is evidence that where 
there is sustained effort in targeting and 
implementing pollution prevention 
advice and guidance at farms in 
vulnerable catchments, water quality 
has improved. We will continue to work 
with farmers, businesses and water 
companies to reduce pollution and 
improve water quality.

Poaching

Given the reduction in full-time 
professional bailiffs, surely our 
salmon and sea-trout fisheries are 
now more vulnerable to illegal fishing 
and your rod licence revenue will 
decline. The five-point plan mentions 
third-party salmon enforcement: how 
will it work and is it really adequate?

We take all illegal fishing very seriously 
and are increasingly working with other 
Government agencies to be more 

EA staff act to contain a pollution incident 
affecting the Bourne Rivulet.



“We will judge  
the success of the 

approach through 
increased stocks”
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effective and to make our resources go 
further. This has already resulted in 
successful joint operations, sharing of 
intelligence and prosecutions.

The five-point approach will look at 
how we can build on the Voluntary 
Bailiff Scheme (which we are putting in 
place for coarse and trout fisheries) to 
prevent and enforce against illegal 
salmon fishing. If any of your readers 
observe or suspect illegal activities we 
would encourage them to report this 
through our hotline number  
(0800 80 70 60) as soon as possible. 

Aquaculture
Can you guarantee that the EA 
fisheries unit would never support 
proposals to begin salmon 
aquaculture in English waters, as 
proposed by CEFAS two years ago?

Our primary remit with respect to 
marine and freshwater aquaculture is in 
the permitting of abstraction or 
discharges. We would act as a statutory 
consultee on the planning of any facility 
and would judge each case on its own 
merits ensuring that we take a risk-
based approach to ensure continued 
protection of both salmon and sea-trout 
stocks and the wider environment.

Stocking
Given the willingness to stock coarse 
fish and grayling from the agency’s 
own fish farm at Calverton and the 
success of the salmon hatchery 
programme on the River Tyne, why 
does the agency remain opposed to a 

hatchery solution for our salmon 
rivers? For example, the River Tees is 
stocked with chub and barbel, but the 
EA seem to be doing little to support 
the struggling native population of 
salmon and sea-trout (which face 
problems posed by the Tees Barrage). 

Recent scientific evidence demonstrates 
that stocking hatchery-reared salmon 
can potentially result in adverse impacts 
on the long-term fitness and 
consequently numbers of wild salmon 
populations. Hatchery schemes require 
careful planning and we consider them 
to be a last resort option when all other 
options have been fully evaluated and 
discounted. It is better to support natural 
production in the river and maximise 
wild smolt output as the primary way of 
aiding the recovery of salmon 
populations. The stocking that we 
currently maintain is principally for the 
mitigation of previous infrastructure 
developments (building of dams) that 
have impacted on salmon productivity 
over a long term. These will be kept 
under review.

Science
To the layman, the EA seems focused 
on collecting abtruse data and 
scientific modelling that has done 
nothing to restore salmon stocks. It 

seems content to track the species’ 
decline, rather than halt or reverse  
it. Isn’t it time you reviewed your 
scientific strategy? Is it peer-reviewed 
and in line with best practice in  
other countries? What exactly  
has it achieved?

There are good examples throughout 
England where we have, often with 
partners, restored salmon stocks. For 
example, since 2009 on England’s  
42 principal salmon rivers, we have 
altered or removed barriers stopping 
salmon from migrating upstream to 
spawn at 82 sites, opening up 5,767km of 
river catchment. To ensure that there 
are sufficient flows, we have removed or 
reduced 77 unsustainable licensed 
water abstractions on salmon rivers 
since 2008. We seek sustainable net 
fisheries by managing the number of 
licences available and bringing in 
measures to restrict catches. The use of 
our monitoring data and modelling 
approaches to date have been used to 
clearly define the current state of salmon 
stocks and therefore act as a key driver 
to initiate further concentrated action. 

However, we know there is much more 
to be done which is why we have 
developed the Salmon five-point 
approach with partners. This will 
re-invigorate and concentrate efforts by 
as many interested parties as possible  
to help protect and sustain wild salmon 
stocks in England. We will not achieve 
these improvements alone and so this 
approach encompasses work by key 
partners and seeks to ensure that 
habitat, flow and water quality 
improvements fully address the needs  
of salmon and sea-trout stocks. We have 
set success criteria and will judge the 

I N T E R V I E W  

The EA and AT hope to extend the 
Voluntary Bailiff Scheme to protect salmon.

The EA has 
improved fish  
passage on 42 salmon 
rivers, including here at 
Loud's Mill on the Frome.



HAVE YOUR SAY
What do you think of the EA’s plans

to save salmon, asoutlinedby  

Sarah Chare and the five-point

approach? Optimistic? Disappointed? 

E-mail: troutandsalmon@

bauermedia.co.uk
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success of the approach through 
increased stocks and value of the fishery, 
but clearly this takes time.

Power
Is it not the truth that the EA’s 
fisheries department has always been 
a very low priority within the 
organisation – compared to, say, 
flooding and the Government-backed 
farming lobby? How do you hope to 
influence the direction of the agency 
in the future to ensure that the 
fisheries protection and enhancement 
mentioned in the five-point plan 
(removing barriers to migration, 
managing dredging, regulating 
abstraction) are incorporated in a 
more joined-up way into wider 
environmental regulation?

Since starting this role two years ago I 
have worked tirelessly to develop our 
partnership approach and equally 
ensure that our Fisheries Department is 
well linked to, and benefits from, the 
work of other departments in the 
Environment Agency. The good news is 
that practically all of the Environment 
Agency’s remit to improve catchments 
and the water environment plays a role 
in protecting and restoring salmon.  
The five-point approach overtly sets  
this out for the first time and we have 
commitment and endorsement from  
the Minister, our Board and  
Executive Directors.

Politics
Are you relieved or concerned that the 
UK has voted to leave the European 
Union and perhaps reject EU laws, such 
as the Water Framework Directive?

The Environment Agency is responsible 
for creating a better place for people and 
wildlife  – that work remains as 
important as ever. There will be no 
immediate change to what we do and 
how we do it; we will continue to protect 
people and enhance the environment. 
We will also continue our work carried 
out under existing EU laws and policies, 
which still apply. 

Money
How much money is raised by the rod 
licence and how is it spent?

For the last financial year (2015/16) the 
sale of salmon and sea-trout licenses 
raised £1,102,603 [coarse and non-
migratory licence revenue is nearly £20 
million – Ed.]. By looking for multiple 
benefits and working in partnership, 
however, we were able to spend many 
times this amount to protect and 
enhance fish stocks. If anyone is 
interested in seeing how this money is 
spent, please look at our Annual Report: 
www.gov.uk/government/publications/
environment-agency-annual-fisheries-
report. You will also be able to find more 
information on what was done in your 
local area here. [The 64-page report is 
clearly written and worth reading – Ed.]

If your budget was doubled, what 
would you spend it on and how would 
that make a difference?

Our Grant in Aid funding is a matter for 
Government. However, by working in 
partnership through the new approach 
we will make our money go further, for 
example through joint enforcement 
work and by accessing different funding 
opportunities such as the successful 
Rivers Trusts fish passage programmes

Partnerships
How reliant are you on partnerships 
with the so-called third sector 
(Angling Trust, Wild Trout Trust, 
Salmon & Trout Conservation UK)? 
How can we be sure that in the future 
the EA will continue to support and 
fund these organisations?

In 2015 our Environment Agency Board 
endorsed a new partnership approach to 
delivering all of our fisheries duties.  
There are a number of partner 
organisations that share our aspiration 
for fantastic fisheries and angling in 
England so of course we want to team  
up and be greater than the sum of our 
parts. Partnership working is the 
cornerstone of the five-point approach 
and vital if we are to achieve sustainable 
long-term benefits to improve salmon 
stocks. Each organisation brings its  
own unique set of skills and by 
combining these we become stronger.  
The Environment Agency regularly 
supports initiatives by our partner 
organisations either by directly  
helping to fund their projects  
or by providing staff to support  
their work. 

The Future
Anglers, river owners and the general 
public appear to have a low opinion of 
the agency as it becomes less effective 
in the face of funding cuts. Previous 
plans have clearly failed (salmon 
stocks have crashed by more than  
60 per cent) so why should fishermen 
believe that you are able to deliver 
what you promise now? 

My team and I are passionate about our 
job of protecting and improving our 
river habitats for fish and wildlife. Over 
the last 20 years, there have been 
success stories – such as improvements 
in salmon populations on the rivers 
Tyne, Mersey and Don where water 
quality and river habitats have been 
restored. However, in common with 
countries across the North Atlantic 
range, we are seeing worrying  
trends in salmon stocks and  
we know that more needs  
to be done. 

We are working hard with others to 
protect salmon stocks and our new five-
point approach focuses on the key 
elements to protect them. We can only do 
this together. It is a call to action for all 
who care about this iconic species and I 
invite your readers to join us to play 
their part.

Sediment from agricultural run-off covers 
spawning gravels. As part of the five-point 
plan, Defra and the Rivers Trusts are to 
tackle the problem. 

The EA's partner, the Angling Trust is 
tasked with reducing avian predation.



World Famous Icelandic Salmon Flies 
Successful in all salmon countries – Free shipping

Àrni Baldursson the world famou   gler, 
uses the Frances cone heads by d  fting them in 
Scotland like nymphs by mending a  controlling the 
line. He also uses 6cm Sunrays with good results.
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Richard 
Donkin is a 
journalist 

and has fished 
in Norway 

and Iceland.  
His favourite 
river is the 

Aberdeenshire 
Dee

“I was a long way out on 
the Tweed when this little 

white submarine came 
paddling past me”
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Sit! Stay! Swim?
Richard Donkin trains his dog to go fishing

I 
DO A bit of shooting now and 
then and always admire the 
skills of those who know how to 
bring out the best in a working 
dog. It’s why I prefer walked-up 
shoots to driven game. Dogs 

make the day complete.
I’ve had dogs for many years but have 

always chosen terriers over shooting dogs 
such as labradors and springer spaniels. 
Terriers are less biddable than the 
shooting breeds but they come in handier 
sizes when most of the car boot has to 
make way for fishing gear.

My latest terrier, Pippa, a Jack Russell 
bitch, is first on the list when packing for a 
Scottish salmon trip. She’s always there 
when a fish comes to the net and she’s had to become 
as patient as I am, enduring lean periods between  
one fish and the next. But she knows what’s going  
on, of that I’m sure.

While I wouldn’t describe her as a barometer,  
she seems to know when there’s a good chance of a 
take, sitting quietly and intently during those periods 
of concentration when I’m expecting a fish. Just as so 
many animals are tuned in to the weather, I wonder  
if dogs can be tuned in to fish? The two may go 
together. My old friend, the late Bill Foggitt – we  
used to call him the Thirsk weather sage – said  
his cat would dance around in a demented state  
when there was a prospect of thunder.  
We know that salmon respond to changes  
in barometric pressure, so who  
is to say that dogs don’t recognise  
this, too?

It took some time to train Pippa for 
the bankside. The first part was 
accustoming her to the water so that 
she was comfortable jumping in, 
swimming and getting out. It helped 
that many of her best friends are 
labradors. When she saw them 
entering rivers to retrieve sticks, she decided she 
wanted a piece of the action.

After getting her into the water, the second part of 
the training was getting her out. In the early days she 
would whine if I waded far into the river. On one 
occasion I was a long way out on the Tweed when  
this little white submarine came paddling past  
me. I had to steer her back towards the bank  
with my rod tip.

The other problem was getting her to stay in  
one place. Before she came to understand that  
“Stay!” meant stay, she would roam up the river,  
often checking on a fishing companion before 

heading back to find me. You don’t want your  
dog roaming, and neither does anyone else if 
there’s livestock around. These days she sits 
on the bank and moves downstream at my 
own steady pace.

Another problem is keeping her safe if  
I’m fishing from or close to the bank. In the 
early days she was interested in the fly, 
associating its projection across the river 
with the action of throwing a ball or toy  
for her. After the odd tangle, however,  
she soon learned the hazards in a  
swishing fly-line and today she  
stays clear of the cast.

I have one friend whose labrador was so 
spooked by the fly-line it refused to come 
down to the water, but that’s rare in a gun 

dog. Labs and spaniels are so confident and strong in 
water that they’re usually capable of dealing with 
robust flows, but I’m always edgy if I’m close to a river 
in spate when Pippa is with me. There are not many 
places that defeat her, but I’ve had to catch her 
floating past once or twice when she’s fallen in from a 
steep bank and been unable to get out.

My previous terrier was a Westie who decided  
that water was for drinking and nothing else. He  
was good at staying where I asked him to stay but  
far less adventurous than my current dog. I 
sometimes think she would be happiest if she  
could watch the fishing while perched on my 
shoulder, such is her desire to be close to the action.

I wish I could take her shooting but I think  
that might be an ask too far.  
The last thing you want on a  
shoot is a dog running riot. You 
don’t want that on the riverbank, 
either. Training your dog for the 
river should embrace three 
essentials – water confidence,  
an understanding that she must  
not run off or chase other animals, 
and the need to stay close  

without entering the water. 
Pippa reacts well to the whistle and, when  

she’s with me, I always carry it so that I can give 
commands from a distance. She seems to know  
now when it’s okay to swim and when it’s not,  
and she knows to be quiet, too.

All in all she’s become the perfect river dog.  
I miss her on trips abroad. In fact it’s often a deal 
breaker if I find hotels and accommodation that  
won’t take dogs. Fishing is a country pursuit  
and dogs have always been part of the country  
way of life. They add so much to the river and  
make for a life less solitary.
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Blagdon staff doing 
good work
With reference to my complaint about 
Blagdon last spring and the lack of weed 
clearance, I am happy to report that this 
year things are much improved.

The staff are doing a great job and any 
visiting bank angler will be able to fish 
as normal. Thank you, Bristol Water.
Malcolm Hatton, Somerset

Taking aim at owners
Anglers, fish farmers, governments, 
netsmen: it seems that everyone is in the 
firing line these days except for 
landowners. They seem to avoid much 
criticism. Isn’t it time we started taking 
a closer look at how they have  
behaved recently?

For years landowners have seen a 
boom in revenue from longer seasons (at 
the back-end they permit fishing for 
mainly coloured fish) and by adding 
more and more rods to their beats. Prices 
have soared. The internet marketplace 
provided by FishPal has made it so easy 
for them to sell days. Some even rent 
land to fish farmers.

How many of these, often privileged, 
people give back? And I’m thinking 
particularly about owners on rivers 
where there is now compulsory catch-
and-release. Will landowners reduce 
their day-ticket prices or the annual rent 
they charge to clubs? Some associations 
have lost members and can no longer 
afford to pay their rents, or they face 
having to charge more to existing 
members despite offering less value: 
there are, after all, fewer fish running 
the rivers and therefore there is less 
chance of catching a fish, and you can’t 
take one home for the table. These clubs 
face going to the wall unless landowners 
decrease rents and reflect the changed 
circumstances.
John Grierson, via e-mail

Be aware of  your  
baggage allowance
I’m taking a holiday fishing for steelhead 
in Oregon. I booked an economy flight 
with KLM and was surprised at their 

Staying safe on the water
The editor in his letter (August) finds  
his life jacket would not have inflated 
had he taken an unplanned dip in the 
last eight years. There is a cheap  
way to prevent any possibility  
of this happening.

I have owned a boat, mostly for sea 
angling, for more than 25 years. I have 
never used anything but the old-style life 
jacket/buoyancy aid – one with real 
flotation inside. These do not depend  
on any technology to make them work. 
You know it will float. They are no  
more bulky than many of the fishing 
vests anglers wear and they cannot let 
you down by failing to inflate.
Chris James, Conwy

A buoyancy aid will not right you, face up 
and with a clear airway, should you be 
unconscious in the water – Ed.

Invasive publication
Our prized T&S has been invaded by  
an invasive publication – I am  
referring, of course, to the increasingly  
frequent inclusion of Country Sport.

Its publication assumes that trout and 
salmon anglers enjoy the range of 
country sports, but more importantly, its 
size being slightly smaller than T&S is 
causing problems for my bathtime 
routine. Sadly the highlight of my night 
is not late-night sea-trout fishing but 
wallowing in a Radox bath with T&S
and a glass of wine.

Twice while flipping through the 
pages my fingers have slipped where  
the smaller publication is inserted and 
T&S has gone for a swim.

Please, if you must include it, put it in 
as a separate supplement or make the 
pages the same size as the magazine.
Mark Hastings, Cumbria

Clarification on the Clyde system
I REFER to the Clyde report in the 
August issue. The author implies 
that while the Clyde system above 
the Erskine Bridge is in rude and 
improving health, the Loch Lomond 
system is in manifest decline. My 
experience is that both are 
improving substantially, based on 
empirical evidence; viz. the angling 
returns of myself and close friends.

Last year I had my highest 
personal returns from the River 
Leven and Clyde system in the last 
20 years. There were plenty of  
fish in the system with early 

springers appearing for the first 
time in local spate rivers.

In the summer of 2015, I was 
advised by the Scottish 
Environment Protection Agency 
that electro-fishing surveys on the 
Black Cart in Renfrewshire had 
achieved some of the highest parr 
densities in Scotland.

I think a corrective caution should 
be issued, because reports of 
decline in a system could have 
substantial impact on income for 
associations on waters that will 
continue to improve with funding 
for bailiffs and habitat work.

The LLAIA are a major positive 
force for continued enhancement of 
their excellent catchment, in the 
vanguard of best fishery 
management practice.

It would be regrettable if their 
resources were diminished as a 
consequence of inaccurate 
information in T&S.
Steve Banks, Lochwinnoch

Loch Lomond: the rivers above  
and below are in good health.
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policy regarding my rod case. The case is 
an old KIS case that I have used when 
travelling to Argentina, Canada and 
Russia using BA, Aerolineas Argentinas, 
Air France, Iberia and Air Canada 
without any problem. I expected to have 
to pay a second bag fee although some 
airlines don’t charge as long as in total 
you are under 23 kg. However the size 
limit that KLM allow is 62 inches in total 
for length, plus width, plus height, and if 
it is over they want an additional 250 
euros per one-way flight. It looks like it 
will be cheaper to invest in a couple of 
travel rods. This will be my first and last 
flight with KLM. I’ve learnt my lesson 
and will check airline policies before I 
book in future.
P Morley, Leeds

Beaver damage  
on the Earn
I have fished the River Isla and the River 
Earn in Perthshire and can vouch for 
what Frank Bell said about the problems 
on the Isla. Although it is a few years 
since I fished the Isla, even at that time 
the beaver problem was increasing. I 
fish the Kinkell beat on the Earn on a 
regular basis and the beavers are 
causing devastation: trees are being 
destroyed, which is causing the river 
banks to be eroded. It is not only young 
trees that are being destroyed but 
mature ones. One tree recently was 
toppled that must have been 40 ft high, 
and will take a huge effort and cost to 
remove from the river.

There is a major spawning stream on 
this beat that is being damaged by the 
music festival, T in the Park. The owners 
of the land/organisers of the festival 
have made changes that have adversely 
affected this stream’s flow. 
Representation has been made to the 
Scottish Environment Protection Agency 
(SEPA) and Scottish Natural Heritage 
(SNH) but no action has been taken, 
probably due to the fact that the local 
council/Scottish Government are major 
backers of the festival.

I have also heard that in a recent 
meeting with SNH someone tried to 
raise the problem of the beavers but was 
told there were no beavers on the Earn. 
This person tried to show the 
representative photos of the damage 
being done but was asked to leave  
the meeting.

Over and above all this the Scottish 
Government has classified the Earn as 
Category 3. Once again we are asked to 
assist our wild salmon, which very few of 
us can argue against, but we are up 
against so many vested interests that are 

more concerned with saving or 
re-introducing other species that cause 
so much damage to our wild fish.

I despair of those who are meant to be 
responsible for protecting our wild 
salmon as it seems they will not take any 
notice of us because we don’t have 
enough leverage to make them change 
their attitude. It seems our views and 
votes don’t count.
Alastair Stuart, Motherwell

Subject to the law of 
diminishing returns?
Having just returned from two days 
fishing on the Tweed I have come to the 
conclusion that something strange is 
going on between my ears. I have been 
salmon fishing for more than 30 years 
and have had my share of fish over this 
period; five and six a day several times 

and lots of twos and threes. Now here’s 
the thing. Last season I caught three, 
and the season before it was five, so I ask 
what is going on? The answer is that 
there are nowhere near as many salmon 
as there used to be and I think we all 
know that this is a fact.

Let’s examine a few numbers. The beat 
we fished on Tuesday, May 10 recorded 
12 fish for the season to date and they 
charge £85 per day. So the maths works 
out as follows: anglers have paid 
(discounting February) over £18,000. 
Which works out at £1,500 per fish. 

Over the years the prices have gone up 
while the number of catches have gone 
down. I can’t think of another 
commodity where this is the case. This 
is all probably okay for Lord Pound Notes 
who spends all day quaffing expensive 
wine and telling anyone who cares to 
listen how one of his forefathers helped 

Let’s work together for the Wear
JOHN AUSTIN’S letter brought back 
some happy memories of Wear 
trouting, especially when the 
sedges were up. Wallking down to 
the river on a warm June evening, 
savouring the faint bells from 
Durham Cathedral and eagerly 
anticipating some great sport. 

Yes, hatches are depleted but 
nostalgia doesn’t get us very far. 
Neither does attributing selective 
management of water resources to 
the Environment Agency or 
suggesting that those who fish for 
other species might not be partners 
with us. Dace, chub and grayling 
will all take a fly with enthusiasm. 

I wonder what the eponymous 
Canon Greenwell would have made 
of this debate? I like to think that he 
would have been cheered by the 
new ways forward that we have 
through the Wear River Trust, the 

Wild Trout Trust, and Salmon and 
Trout Conservation UK. 

There’s a lot to be hopeful about, 
especially the work in schools. 
Perhaps a way forward, John, would 
be to engage with your club on this 
and make a proposal at the AGM to 
form a partnership with these 
groups. The expertise is there, and 
so, we hope, is the enthusiasm. 

I did visit all of the websites of the 
Wear valley clubs and could find 
little evidence that they had 
embraced any of these initiatives. 
Perhaps they are doing so? 

If we all work together, then those 
faint chimes will be ones of 
celebration and not passing. When 
we join our clubs, we become 
custodians of something special. 
Let’s leave the Wear a clean, cared 
for and canny place to gan.
Mike Collins, Sunderland

A canny place to gan? The River Wear near Bishop Auckland in County Durham.
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the Bonnie Prince come second on 
Culloden Moor. However, modern 
angling demands a good chance of a fish 
and reasonable value for money.

Starting on February 1, £40 per day 
should be the maximum cost for a day’s 
fishing anywhere on the Tweed. This 
rate should extend to the end of July. 

Owners and agents take note, the 
penny is definitely going to drop and 
sooner than you think. The money tree 
will topple over and then what? 
David Roper, Preston

Anglers an easy target
I believe that the biggest threat to the 
future of salmon is uncontrolled netting 
on the high seas followed by netting in 
estuaries, predation, disease including 
the effect of sea-lice from salmon farms, 
and obstacles preventing salmon 
reaching their spawning grounds. 

These circumstances being so, it 
angers me that anglers, who already 
return most of the salmon they catch, 
are being further penalised with the 
threat of compulsory catch-and-release 
when we are the ones who have the  
least impact on salmon stocks.  
Could it be because anglers are  
an easy target?

It’s about time that government or 
quasi-government organisations that 
profess to have an interest in salmon 
conservation try to negotiate agreements 
to control or even ban the netting of 
salmon on the high seas. If it’s possible 
for governments or their representatives 
to negotiate agreements banning or 
limiting the number of whale, dolphin, 

porpoise and other endangered species 
that can be caught at sea, then why can’t a 
similar agreement regarding the netting 
of salmon at sea be negotiated, rather 
than taking the easy option of  
penalising anglers?
Medwyn Roberts, Bodfari, Wales

Killing adjectives
Regarding the article After the mayfly  
on Corrib (T&S, August) with the 
subheading “Stan Headley searches for 
killing method etc, etc”.

Perhaps, before I read this article  
you could advise me of the extent of  
the detail used in describing the  
killing process. For example, is it short 
and sweet or complex and protracted?

I have fished since my childhood 
although not to the extent of many of 
your readers and not in recent years,  
and I have read T&S for more than 30 
years. Always, when confronted by the 
use of the word “killing” as an  
adjective, I wonder what prompts your 
contributors to write in this style.

I guess if you yourself really believe 
that their choice to use “killing” as an 
adjective when describing fishing 
methods and flies is appropriate, you 
should carry on in your position as 
editor as you are. If not, you should 
prohibit its use in this manner.
M. J. Moss, Cheshire

Would you rename the Munro Killer,  
Mr Moss? Can a method no longer be 
“deadly”? I think most anglers understand 
that the word “killing”is not always  
meant literally – Ed.

Mistaken identity
In last month’s T&S Gallery a picture of Jim 
Cowie with his first salmon, caught  
on a Bobby Dazzler fly from Gled Pool, 
Tulchan, on the Spey was misidentified  
as having been caught by Iain Graham. 
Iain caught a fine 14 lb fish from the 
Annan. Our apologies. Many 
congratulations to both anglers – Ed.

Iain Graham with a 14 lb Annan salmon.

Jim Cowie with his first-ever salmon.
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The brief was simple; re-write the rulebook on how flagship rods should perform. With an action that promotes effortless 
casting and makes playing fish under the rod tip fun, every RS rod offers perfect ‘feel’ for a truly memorable experience. 
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Daiwa New Era 
Salmon Rods 
50% off

Hardy Zenith Double Handed Fly Rod

LAGARTUN –
BACK IN STOCK 
Oval Tinsel, Flat Tinsel
and Threads.

Hardy CLS 
Fly Reel Sale

Hareline Spey Plumes
only £2.50each

CHARTREUSE 
FLAMINGO RED

ROYAL BLUE
GREEN HIGHLANDER

5000 £199.00 NOW £119.00
7000 £ 219.00 NOW £129.00
9000 £249.00 NOW £149.00

12’ £625.00 NOW £312.50
13’ £650.00 NOW £325.00
14’ £675.00 NOW £337.50
15’ £699.00 NOW £350.00

12’6” £799.00 NOW £479.00
13’6” £849.00 NOW £509.00
15’1” £949.00 NOW £569.00
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NOTHING MAKES 
 

All the local flies and premium 
brands at Tax Free prices.TAX FREE

GUIDED DAY TRIPS Information 
at Veiðihornið

DONT MISS THE LEADING FLY SHOP IN ICELAND

WITH THE LARGEST SELECTION OF LOCAL FLIES 
AND THE PREMIUM FLY FISHING BRANDS.

Ask your driver to take you to us, 
we are centrally located in Reykjavík 
– on your way out of town. 
Open 7 days a week during summer months.

AWARD WINNING FLYSHOP
We are amongst 1% of Icelandic companies that 
fulfill the requirements set by Creditinfo qualify 
as one of Iceland’s strongest four years in a row!

The leading fly shop in Iceland

If you want the best protection from 
midges with the advantage of 

unimpaired vision, then NETSPEX 
is the answer.

Trialled throughout Scotland by organisations such 
as You Fish Scotland, The Outward Bound Trust 

and others including a focus group studying midges 
in the Loch Lomond area, NETSPEX have also been 

reviewed by Chris Townsend, Gear Editor for 
The Great Outdoors Magazine. 

(http://www.tgomagazine.co.uk/gear-editors-column/netspex/)

Visit our website for more information 
and to order online.

http://arlandcouk.ipage.com/store/index.html

PROTECTION FROM MIDGES
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CATCH SEA-TROUT
40 proven tips to help you enjoy better night-fishing

HOW TO

TECHNIQUE

8 If takes are not forthcoming, explore the depths 

of a pool, as you would search for them in a 

reservoir. Change depth by using fly-lines and 

tips of different sink-rates and flies of different sizes, 

styles and weights.

6During daylight, 

visit the pool or 

pools you intend to 

fish at night. Spot fish, 

note likely lies, plan 

casting angles and 

lengths, safe wading 

lines and where you will 

enter and exit the water.

1Always use eye 

protection. At night, 

spectacles with clear 

lenses are necessary. 

Wear a life jacket. 

13The surface lure is a good way to prospect  

for sea-trout in likely looking pools on a river 

you’ve not fished before. The fish may reveal 

their presence by splashing at the fly, even if they  

don’t take properly, and can then be targeted  

with a sub-surface approach.

14Use a short 

leader 5 ft-6 ft 

when fishing a 

surface lure to allow 

better control of the line 

and fly. Fish it just as you 

would a wet-fly, 

experimenting with 

different retrieve speeds 

and mends until you  

get a response.

11On many sea-

trout pools, fish 

will sit under or 

very close to the far 

bank. To cast the correct 

distance at night, try to 

catch the far bank or 

bushes with your first 

few exploratory casts 

(use a fly with no 

hookbend if you have 

one). Once you’ve 

snagged and released 

your fly, reel in a yard or 

so of fly-line, maintain 

that length and you’ll be 

able to fish down the 

pool confident that your 

fly is fishing where you 

want it to. 

9Black flies provide 

the best silhouette 

on dark nights. Fish 

small flies (traditional 

wet-flies in sizes 6-10 and 

lightweight 1 in tubes) for 

the first few hours after 

dark, changing to big  

(2 in-4 in tubes, tandems 

and Snakes) thereafter. 

Buoyant surface lures, 

such as the Jambo or 

Gurgler, are also worth 

trying in the dead of 

night. If you are fishing 

until dawn, change back 

to smaller flies in the 

early hours.

4When night fishing 

wait until the colour 

has faded from the 

grass and trees before 

thinking about making 

your first cast. Fish too 

early and you can upset 

the pool for the rest of 

the night.

10Sea-trout will 

often “switch 

on” for a short 

period of time and at  

any point. Don’t wait too 

long after you’ve caught 

one to get back in the 

water as the prime time 

may be over quickly.

16 Try fishing the 

fly at different 

angles. With 

each pace downstream 

make two casts directly 

across at 90 degrees  – 

one with a slow retrieve 

and the other faster – 

then repeat with another 

slightly upstream cast. 

Changes in angle and 

retrieve can trigger a 

response. Control flies 

with upstream or 

downstream mends, too.

12Check tide 

times. When 

there’s a spring 

(high) tide, it can bring in 

a bumper run of fish. 

Wise local anglers 

almost know to the hour 

when the first tide-run 

fish will appear at a given 

spot. Visit bbc.co.uk and 

search “tide tables” for 

tide times.

15 Cover water 

quickly. Don’t 

thrash it. You 

can always return to a lie 

or stream and fish it 

through again with a 

different set-up.

7Even on a dry night, 

dew can make your 

clothes damp and 

you can get cold. Wear 

layers of quick-drying 

warmth-trapping 

polyester clothing (for 

example: base layer, 

fleece, wading jacket).

2 Fish with a 

companion and 

take a phone. By 

staying in occasional 

touch with a friend you 

can share intelligence 

and motivate each other 

when the going gets 

tough in the early hours.

5Pack drink 

and snacks 

that can 

provide warmth 

and energy in the 

witching hours.

SAFETY AND 
PREPARATION

3 It is better to use 

red torchlight to 

preserve your  

night vision and reduce 

disturbance.

58  September 2016      www.trout-and-salmon.co.uk  



www.trout-and-salmon.co.uk       Autumn 2015  59 

KNOW HOW

TACKLE

33 Wear a net on your 

back. You may need to 

follow a big fish and 

you don’t want to be searching 

for a net you’ve left on the bank. 

TACTICS

17 You can still catch  

fish under a full  

moon, but target  

shaded areas where a trout  

will feel less exposed.

37Add white  

(or reflective) 

tape to your  

fly-boxes to make 

finding them in the dark 

easier. Adding a strip of 

tape to the rim of your 

net will help when 

netting a fish.

35When night-

fishing use 

nylon leaders 

with a breaking strain of 

around 8 lb-10 lb or if the 

river is known for a run 

of very big fish go up  

to a single length of  

12 lb nylon. 

19Don’t be 

disheartened  

by low water 

levels. Sea-trout will  

run upstream in a  

trickle. It is more 

important that  

weather conditions  

are stable.

28 If using a 

dropper keep 

the bigger/

heavier fly on the point 

and tie short droppers  

(3 in-4 in) to avoid them 

tangling around the main 

line. Heavier nylon will 

help avoid tangles.

30 Look for pools 

with steady 

and uniform 

currents where fish can 

rest and expend less 

energy, rather than 

those with complicated 

pots and a mixture of 

fast and slow flows.

32 If you lose 

your casting 

rhythm, don’t 

get frustrated and thrash 

away. Take a break and 

compose yourself. You 

will then start fishing 

again with renewed 

confidence.

24 Changing  

lines in the 

dark is nearly 

always tricky. Instead, in 

daylight prepare two 

rods for different 

methods: one rod with  

a sink-tip for all your 

subsurface fishing;  

one with a straight 

floating line for surface 

lure fishing.

22 If your flies are getting caught on the 

riverbed you know you are covering the 

depths. However, if you consistently snag 

the bottom, before you change lines experiment with 

lighter (not neccesarliy smaller) flies that will fish 

higher in the water. Try changing from a 2 in 

Waddington to a 2 in aluminium tube, or a 2 in 

aluminium tube to a plastic tube. This is often all you 

need to avoid snagging. 

39 If you are not an acccomplished 

caster, try a fly-line that is rated a 

line size heavier than your rod (for 

example, a seven-weight line on a six-weight 

rod). It will help you to feel the rod load in the 

dark and will also better turn over larger/

heavier flies, such 

as surface 

lures.

34 Practice your 

casting during 

the day by 

closing your eyes or 

wearing a blindfold. 

Concentrate on feeling 

the rod load as this is  

the key to successful 

casting at night.

40 Choose a rod that  

you know you can  

cast well. Timing casts 

should be instinctive. Many prefer 

to use a through-action rod as  

it can help to create open line 

loops, which are less likely  

to cause tangles when fishing 

with droppers. 

36 Ask locals  

for advice  

but be 

prepared to (tactfully) 

ignore them and 

experiment: for example, 

try a size 14 Stoat when 

they say only a 1 in 

Waddington will do.

18 Avoid sending 

ripples across a 

pool when 

wading. For safety 

reasons alone you should 

slowly feel your way 

around the riverbed. Be 

quiet, stealthy and use a 

wading stick if need be.

21A sea-trout can 

see twice as well 

as humans at 

night due to an 

adaptation of their eye, 

so be aware of your 

silhouette and keep a 

low profile when fishing 

from the bank.

29 When a sea-

trout takes it 

will almost 

always thrash on the 

surface or jump. For this 

reason always keep your 

rod tip up to absorb the 

shock and to avoid 

losing the fish.

31A retrieved fly 

will catch more 

fish than a fly left 

to swing in the current. 

Give the flies life. If the 

current is fast, retrieve 

slowly; if it’s slow, use 

more pace. Always keep 

in touch with the flies.

27 Pool tails are 

sea-trout hot-

spots. Fish will 

follow and take a fly in 

the very shallow, fast 

water at the lip of the 

next pool. Anticipate 

that the fish may hit the 

fly and run downstream.

26What are 

perfect 

conditions? Be 

optimistic if it’s warm 

with blanket cloud and  

a souwesterly breeze. 

25 Cut off flies from 

droppers when tackling 

tangles – the fankle will 

become easier to unravel. If you 

get in a tangle, sort it out on the 

bank, rather than in the middle of 

the river. The chances are you’ll 

need a torch and its prolonged  

use may scare fish. 

23 Check your fly 

regularly and 

especially if 

you make a bad cast. It is 

annoying to fish through 

a pool and then find your 

leader is wrapped 

around your hook. If it is 

tangled you may sense  

a heavier feel or a 

difference during the 

retrieve. If the fly is 

tangled you will feel it in 

your hand so don’t be 

tempted to use the 

torch. Tie a pair of spare 

leaders in daylight and 

keep them coiled and 

ready in case a tangle is 

unravellable.

20 Keep casting 

and false 

casting to a 

minimum. If you are 

using a switch rod on 

more enclosed rivers, 

use quieter casts like a 

single spey rather than a 

noisy Snap-T.

38 Travel as light 

as you can and 

keep essentials 

on your person. There is 

nothing worse than 

having to wade back to 

your tackle bag on the 

bank every time you 

need something. 
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A GUIDE TO 
LOCH-STYLE  

SALMON FISHING
Donny Black shares the tactics and tackle  

that have brought him great success

Donny Black 

lives in 

Glasgow  

with his 

understanding 

wife and fishes 

the rivers and 

lochs of 

Scotland for  

50 days per 

season. He has 

also fished in 

Alaska, 

Argentina and 

Norway.  
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KNOW HOW

L
OCH FISHING FOR 
salmon is a branch 
of our sport that you 
really should try. It 
brings you to the 
most wonderful 

scenery; it presents a novel 
challenge, which can change 
hourly; it is a relatively relaxing 
and sociable way to fish, leading 
to great camaraderie with your 
boat-partners; it needs teamwork 
for success; it can be, but need not 
be, competitive; it requires little or 
no specialised salmon tackle; and 
most of all, it has a more than 
reasonable likelihood of success.

I caught my first salmon from a 
loch about 12 years ago: the 4 lb grilse 
took a size 8 Executioner off Peter’s 
Point on Amhuinnsidhe Castle 
Estate’s Loch Scourst in a gale;  
and I was hooked.  

I’ve been fortunate to have had the 
opportunity to muster more than  
100 salmon-fishing loch days since: 
some red-letter, others blankety-
blank, and most, if not all, enjoyable, 
entertaining and enlightening.

TACK L E A N D F L I E S
In normal conditions, for loch fishing 
from a boat, the choice would be a 
full-floating fly-line and tapered 

leader. I use a 10 ft 3 in six-weight 
single-handed rod matched with a 
gently tapered WF7 line: try to aim 
for subtlety over casting distance.  
I use either the Snowbee XS or the 
Airflo Lake Pro line. I like the 
lightness of this set-up, the ease  
of casting, the delicacy of the 
presentation and the feel it gives me 
when playing fish. I like to play the 
fish hard, to get them to the boat as 
quickly as possible before they are 
returned. With this rod I feel that I 
can be hard on the fish without 
worrying about my leader breaking.

If the wind is blowing above  
20 mph I change to a 10 ft 6 in seven-
weight matched to an Airflo Exceed 
WF8 line, which has a more 
aggressive taper. On the rare 
occasions when it becomes too windy 
to launch the boat, I will bank-fish 
with this set-up. When conditions 
become extreme I use an 11 ft switch 
rod. The advantage of the switch is 
that it is fairly easy to spey cast or roll 
cast all around the shore, irrespective 
of the wind direction.

If you were to choose one rod for 
loch fishing, a 10 ft 6 in seven-weight 
would be a good starting point; or 
alternatively, use whatever stillwater 
trout fishing rod you have.

The next decision to make is 

“The advantage of the switch rod is that it is 

fairly easy to spey or roll cast all around the 

shore, irrespective of wind direction”
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L E F T 
A short cast  
is all that’s 
needed from  
a drifting boat. 
Vary the 
retrieve – fish 
may follow 
your flies all  
the way – and 
be ready to 
hang on tight.

BE L OW
A bright  
fish from an 
Amhuinnsuidhe 
loch on the 
Isle of Harris.
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whether to use a leader with two or 
three flies. If you are not used to 
casting multiple flies in windy 
conditions, I suspect you would be 
best casting two flies, to reduce the 
likelihood of tangles. Many very 
successful and experienced loch 
fishers, who can cast a darn sight 
better than me, use a two-fly cast. 
They know it works for them and in 
some quarters it is seen as the 
traditional way to fish for salmon, and 
sea-trout, on a loch. It also potentially 
has the advantage of a more subtle 
presentation in light wind conditions 
and also reduces the possibility of 
hooking more than one fish  
at one time.

I like using three flies, as I think it 
increases my chances for three main 
reasons: firstly, I can try new flies and 
still have two flies on my cast that I 
know I’ve had success with in the 
past; secondly, I can fish my flies at 
different depths; and thirdly, I can 
fish different-sized flies. People say 
that the fish seldom take the middle 
fly in a three-fly cast, but in my 
experience, this is simply untrue. My 
go-to middle fly is a Connemara 
Black and I would estimate that I have 
caught about a quarter of my loch 
salmon on this fly. 

There are two schools of thought 
with leader length: either it should 
always be shorter than the rod, or it 
should be as long as you can 
comfortably control. I assume the 
logic behind the former is that you 
can bring your fish to the boat without 
getting your leader into your rod’s  
tip-ring, and you can easily dibble 

your flies at the side of the boat.
I like a long leader. My normal 

leader is 15 ft long and is made up of 
6 ft of 0.32 mm mono, 6 ft of 0.3 mm 
mono and 5 ft of 0.28 mm 
fluorocarbon, tied together with 
three-turn Surgeon’s knots, with 
overhangs to create two 10 in 
droppers. The logic behind the two 
materials is that the top two flies fish 
near the surface and the denser 
fluorocarbon takes the point fly down 
a little. The mono brands I use are 
either Maxima Ultragreen or Climax 
98; the fluorocarbon is Seagaur Ace. 
In peaty water either Maxima 
Chameleon or Daiwa Sensor are good 
options; but I’m sure others would 
also work just as well.  

The advantages of a tapered leader 
are that it turns over easily and, more 
importantly, if you hook a fish on one 
of the top two flies, and one of the 
lower flies catches a snag, the leader 

“Fly selections are determined by the colour  

of the water, the overhead light conditions  

and the wind speed”

You can’t walk 
backwards up 
the bank… 
Tense moments 
as a fish nears 
the net.
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A coloured fish 
is released on 
Carrowmore 
Lough, Ireland.
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will snap below the fish, so you will 
only lose a fly or two.

When choosing flies, the best 
choice would be to tie something big 
and bushy on the top and something 
small and shiny on the point. That 
combo will always catch fish in 
reasonable conditions.  

More specifically, fly selections are 
determined by the colour of the water, 
the overhead light conditions and the 
wind speed. In clear water, something 
small and predominantly black works 
well; in peaty water a larger size, or 
more heavily dressed fly, and the 
addition of claret, orange or red help 
make the fly more visible and 
appetising. On a dark day, black and 
claret work well; on a bright day, 
orange does. The stronger the breeze, 
the bigger the flies should be. As a 
rule of thumb: with a 15 mph breeze, I 
would use a long-shank size 8 
Muddler on the top, a size 8 trout (or 
size 10 salmon) single on the middle 
and a size 10 salmon double (or size 8 
trout single) on the point in clear 
water, and one size up in peaty.

If there is a reasonable breeze, the 
most popular top/bob fly choice is a 

Muddler: I use either a DB Muddler 
or an Orange Muddler Minnow in 
clear water; and an Orange Muddler 
Minnow or Clan Chief Muddler in 
peaty water.  Other popular Muddlers 
are: Original Muddler Minnow; 
Black and Silver; Stone Goat, Mugs, 
Black’s Tango Special, Claret Bumble 
and Kate Maclaren. All will work, as 
it is the surface disturbance that they 
create, as much as the pattern, that is 
the trigger for the fish. To maximise 
the disturbance created by the 
Muddler, it helps to add floatant to the 
fly and to the leader from the end of 
the fly-line to the fly.

In the middle position, or top in a 
low breeze, the most popular choices 
are either bushy trout flies, small 
Muddlers or heavily dressed salmon 
flies. My favourites are either a 
Connemara Black or a Donegal Blue.

On the point, most will use a small, 
lightly dressed hairwing salmon 
double. In clear water, the favourites 
are Stoat’s Tail, Silver Stoat, Crathie, 
Executioner, Blue Charm, Editor, 
Dee Sheep, Thunder and Lightning, 
Munro’s Killer and Cascade. In peaty 
water, try Stinchar Stoat, Park 
Shrimp, Calvin Shrimp, Tummel 

“Casts of 20-30 yards are 
quite sufficient to catch fish”

D ON N Y ’S T Y PICA L CA ST

Top dropper: 
DB Muddler.

Middle dropper: 
Connemara Black.

Point fly: Donny’s 
Dee Sheep.

F
L
IE

S
 T

IE
D

 B
Y

 S
T

U
A

R
T

 F
O

X
A

L
L

Welder, Usual Welder, Wilkinson’s 
Shrimp, Curry’s Red Shrimp, Gold 
Willie Gunn and Cascade, in sizes 12 
to 8 dependent on the wind.

Any traditionalists who would 
rather use only trout flies are likely to 
find success with Connemara Black, 
Donegal Blue, Claret Bumble, Goat’s 
Toe, Camasunary Killer, Butcher, 
Silver Butcher, Dunkeld, Green Peter, 
Silver Invicta, Alexandra, Peter Ross 
or Teal, Blue and Silver, in trout size 8.

CA STING A N D 
R ETR IEV E
There is no great benefit in casting a 
long line: casts of 10-20 yards are 
quite sufficient to catch fish, although 
ones of 20-30 yards do no great harm. 
What does do harm is false casting, 
which should be avoided. As the 
casting is usually straight downwind, 
with a well-balanced set-up, a single 
overhead or roll cast will work  
fine. If you must false cast,  
keep it to an absolute minimum.  

You should vary your retrieve from 
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moderately fast to very slow. I have 
seen three fish being hooked when 
the fisher wasn’t even retrieving and 
their flies were just sinking vertically 
in the loch. A reasonable guide is to 
retrieve at a rate that will allow your 
top fly to cause a visible disturbance 
on the loch as it slowly moves towards 
you. If the boat is being held 
stationary by your gillie, this is a slow 
retrieve. If the boat is drifting quickly 
downwind, it is quite a fast retrieve.  

As fish will often follow the flies, it 
is best to fish them all the way to the 
boat, so as to maximise the chance  
of a take.

L I K ELY SP OTS
Like most salmon anglers, I spend the 
majority of my fishing time on the 
riverbank: where we read the current 
to find likely spots for fish. In a loch, 
there are usually no such visual 
indicators as to where the fish may 
lie, or better still shoal, as there is 
usually no visible current. However, 
there are a number of other indicators 
of likely spots.

The first indications of likely spots 
are moving fish: head-and-tailing fish 
readily take. The old adage that you 
never catch the fish you see jumping 

is probably complete nonsense; but 
even if you don’t catch that one, it is 
unlikely to be the only one there. It is 
amazing that if you are lucky enough 
to go back to the same loch year after 
year, you see fish jumping in the same 
spots. You would honestly swear they 
were the same fish you had seen in 
previous years, but of course they are 
not: they are different fish attracted to 
the same spots by the topography of 
the loch.

There are a number of features of 
the loch that attract fish, some of 
these are fixed, others are dynamic. 
What they offer the fish are 
protection, quick access to shallow or 
deep water, and oxygenated water.

Fixed features include deep water 
off shoreline cliffs, in bays and off 
rocky points, islands and rocks; deep 
holes in shallow areas of the loch;  
and deep water found adjacent to 
weedbeds. All these areas should be 
fished as a priority.

Dynamic features are where the 
real action can be had. There are three 
types of these: the shore on to which 
the wind is blowing; at the feeder-
burn mouths where water enters the 
loch; and at the outflow where the 
loch drains downstream.

Fish move into the shallow water of 
the shoreline that waves are lapping 
on to, presumably for the oxygenated 
water. On these shorelines salmon are 
often caught in less than 1 ft of water, 
so make sure you always fish your 
flies right up to the water’s edge. In a 
southerly breeze, fish all along the 
north shore, in a westerly, all along 

the east shore, etc.
The burn mouths are typically 

referred to as “streams” or 
“estuaries”. When the burns are in 
spate, the fish shoal here. They are 
probably attracted by the torrent of 
pheromones washing into the loch 
from their closely related juvenile 
kindred fish living in the burns; and 
the oxygenated water from the burns; 
or are rehearsing/exploring what 
might be their future journey up the 
burn to spawn, or may simply be 
preparing to move upstream to 
another loch.

Prodigious catches are possible in 
these areas: 5, 10, 15 or more fish in a 
few hours have been regularly 
achieved. I’ve hooked four in four 
casts at such a spot in North Harris 
and have heard stories of more than 
20 being caught in recent times.

On some systems the majority of 
spawning ground is found below the 
loch and so the fish fall back into the 
outlet burn to spawn. Late in the 
season, the fish will congregate here, 
in preparation to move back 
downstream; but they can also be 
found in this area throughout the 
season; and of course when they first 
enter the loch.

Nothing is guaranteed in this game, 
but when the burns are in spate, there 
is always a good chance of success. 
However, to maximise one’s chances 
it is imperative to have someone on 
the oars with the skills to hold the 
boat in the current, allowing the 
fisher’s flies to cover the shoal 
without the boat disturbing it.  

“[Salmon] are probably  

attracted by the pheromones 

washing into the loch from 

juvenile kindred fish living  

in the burns”
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A B OV E L E F T
A box of 
traditional 
wet-flies, which 
Donny fishes 
as middle 
droppers.

A B OV E R IGH T
Camraderie: 
salmon fishing 
afloat on a loch 
requires more 
teamwork than 
on a river.
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“In such conditions 

one afternoon  

I hooked nine 

salmon on a loch”

I DE A L CON DITIONS 
A N D E X PECTATIONS

I would say ideal conditions would  
be just after a big spate, preferably 
the first one for a while, when the 
loch has peaked and is just beginning 
to clear and fall. Fish would be 
showing: jumping and head-and-
tailing. Overhead there would be 
high clouds; the barometer would be 
rising and there would be a breeze. 
The breeze would be from any 
direction in the western half of the 
compass, from S to N. Wind speed 
would be anywhere between  
12 mph and 25 mph.  

If lucky enough to encounter such 
conditions, one can reasonably 
expect success. In such conditions 
one afternoon I hooked nine salmon 
on a loch; interestingly, all of them 
took a size 10 Executioner in a  
three-fly cast. Three times recently  
I have experienced sessions of six 

salmon plus up to 20 sea-trout to the 
boat, and just as many lost. On two of 
these occasions, two rods were 
fishing, with an experienced gillie on 
the oars. The other time, two of us 
were fishing “Hebridean style”, 
which is where one person fishes off 
the back of the boat, with the other 
fisher on the oars, slowing the drift, 
or holding the boat over a lie. After a 
fish is caught, the anglers switch 
places, so success is shared as a team.

Of course, such conditions are not 
always available to us, so we have to 
make do with what we get. In my 
experience, a south-easterly is much 
better than a cold easterly or north-
easterly. A cold easterly wind can 
completely switch a loch off, to the 
extent that you would think there 
were no fish in it!

If confronted with the doldrums of 
little wind and blue skies, your best 
chance is to fish deeper: I use a 7wt 
floating line with 15 ft of 6 ips 
integrated tip, but it is as easy to add a 
short sink-tip to your full floater, to 
get flies down. When using such 
tactics, I would use small flies: trout 
size 10 or 12; or salmon size 12 or 14. 
Don’t get too discouraged: there is 
always one taker in the loch and  
the merest zephyr of a breeze  
often leads to action.

High cloud and a gentle 
wave: good conditions 
on Carrowmore Lough.
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44 GREAT SALMON 
WATERS TO TRY

Our pick of the best lochs and loughs in Scotland and Ireland

Scourie Hotel
Fishing rights on lochs More, Stack  
and The Duart System. Well worth a 
week’s fishing on famous lochs in 
magnificent scenery. Tel: 01971 502 396. 
Web: scouriehotel.com

Amhuinnsuidhe Castle Estate 
Lochs Voshmid, Scourst, Ulladale, 
Halladale and Ladies Loch.  
I can’t think of anywhere I would  
rather fish. The scenery and the  
sport are unbeatable. Tel: 01859 560 
200. Web: amhuinnsuidhe.com

Grimersta 
Lochs 1, 2, 3, 4 and Stewart’s Loch.  
Hallowed territory: head to the First 
Stream and see if you can beat  
Mr Naylor’s 54 in a day!  Tel: 01851 621 
358. Web: grimersta.com

Garynahine Estate 
Lochs Bheg, an Tairbeart and Macleod 
offer excellent value. Grimersta’s 

neighbour can be very good.  Tel: 01463 
220 333. Web: garynahine-estate.co.uk

Stornoway Angling Association
Lochs Clachan and Ois offer easily 
accessible budget fishing with an 
excellent chance of sport given a breeze. 
Tel: 01851 700 103. Web: syangling.com

Morsgail
Exciting and secluded salmon  
and sea-trout sport on Loch Morsgail and 
at Morsgail Bay on mighty Loch 
Langavat: headwater of the Grimersta 
system. Tel: 01859 560 200.  
Web: morsgail.co.uk

Uig and Hamanavay Estate 
Lochs na Craobhaig, Cro Chriosdaig, 
Dibadale and Benisval. A long drive  
into one of the remotest lodges in the 
country and long walks to stunningly 
beautiful lochs, which hold plenty  
of fish. Tel: 01851 672 421.  
Web: hamanavay.com

South Uist Estate 
Lochs a Bharp, Kildonan, Roag and  
Fada. Very good value fishing.  The runs 
of salmon are not large, but the lochs 
also hold good runs of large sea-trout. 
Tel: 01878 700 101.  
Web: southuistfishing.com

SCOTL A N D

Stunning Loch Stack in the north-west.

Loch Fada is one of the best salmon fisheries on the South Uist estate.

The Amhuinnsuidhe 
Castle Estate combines 
great sport with 
spectacular scenery.
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Waterville Lakes
Loughs Currane, Derriana, Cloonaghlin 
and Namona. Currane produces salmon 
from early in the season and is also 
Ireland’s top sea-trout lough. The upper 
loughs are wild and wonderful places to 
fish. Web: watervillelakes.org  and 
fishinginireland.info

Carrowmore Lough
Probably the premier spring salmon 
lough in Ireland, this lough in the wilds 
of Co. Mayo is also an excellent sea-trout 
fishery from June onwards. Tel: +353 
(0)97 83487. Web: fishinginireland.info

Delphi
Fin Lough, Doo Lough and Glencullin 
are set in the breath-taking Connemara 
countryside and it is hard to imagine  
a more enchanting place to fish. Tel:  
+353 (0)95 42222. Web: delphilodge.ie

Inagh Fishery
Derryclare Lough and Lough Inagh. 
These remote Connemara loughs have a 
reputation for producing fish during 
high water and the sea-trout run has 
improved in recent years. Tel: +353 (0)95 
34706. Web: loughinaghlodgehotel.ie

IR EL A N D

The Thurso River
Tiny Loch Beg is probably one of the best 
spring salmon lochs in the world. Also 
Loch More. Web: thursoriver.co.uk

Oykel Bridge Hotel
Loch Ailsh is one of the most attractive 
lochs in Scotland and the headwaters of 
the prolific River Oykel. Tel: 01549 441 
218. Web: oykelbridgehotel.com

Loch Brora Angling Club
Great value fishing.  A large number of 
fish pass through the loch en route to the 
Upper Brora. Tel: 01408 621577.  
Web: theriverbrora.co.uk

Lough Melvin 
Famous for its diversity of salmonid 
species, this cross-border lough provides 
plenty of options for anglers looking for a 
bit of variety in their fishing. 
Web: fishinginireland.info

Lough Beltra 
Peter O’Reilly famously landed nine 
spring salmon here in one day and  
this fly-only lough can still produce 
some great fish on its day.  
Web: loughbeltra.com

A huge sea-trout from Lough Currane, the largest of the Waterville Lakes in Co Kerry.

A salmon taken from Beltra in Co Mayo.

The breathtaking Loch Dionard, Sutherland. Brora in Sutherland is three miles long.

Drifting on Inagh 
with the lodge in 
the background.
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Gualin Estate 
Loch Dionard is the crème de la crème: 
great fishing in breathtaking scenery. Tel:
01328 823 233. Web: gualin-estate.com
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EIGHT  
WAYS TO  

BEAT DRAG
Paul Procter explains how to present flies perfectly to river trout

A
RGUABLY THE BIGGEST barrier to 
successful river-trout fishing is a 
failure to achieve drag-free drifts, 
especially when fishing with dry-
flies and where the fly-line must 
cross several currents with the 

water travelling at different speeds.
Too often we forget or fail to recognise that as 

soon as our fly-line touches down, currents will be 
pulling it in different directions, causing a dry-fly 
fly to “drag” across the surface unnaturally.

Drag can never be entirely eliminated but with 
understanding and good technique it can be 
reduced to an acceptable level that won’t alarm 
fish, and then you’ll have a great chance of fooling 
them into thinking that what they’re eating is real.

Paul Procter 
is a vice-

president of 
the Wild 

Trout Trust, 
an AAPGAI 

master 
instructor, 
guide and 
renowned  
fly-tyer.

MANY ANGLERS mistakenly believe that 

drag is a trailing “V” wake behind a fly that 

skates across the pool at Mach2. But drag 

can manifest itself in less obvious ways, the 

most common being a gently accelerating 

fly that moves marginally quicker than 

nearby surface debris. There are more subtle 

forms: for example, a fly that momentarily 

stalls during a drift or tracks very slightly 

(usually diagonally) across flows back 

towards the angler (see diagram right). 

These instances are barely perceptible to an 

angler’s eyes, especially at distance. But to a 

trout, which is beneath and close to the fly, 

they’re blatantly obvious.

Most of us understand that reading water 

is the ability to identify spots favoured by 

trout. However, it also involves studying 

surface debris, such as leaves, thistledown 

and the insects on which fish feed, and 

identifying the micro currents that will 

potentially affect line and leader. In 

particular, look for areas where surface items 

move quickly or slow down. Bear in mind 

that it’s not unusual to experience a slower 

current lane sandwiched between two flow 

boundaries that move considerably faster.

The main flow of  
the river is usually 

faster than that  
along the edges.

The pull on the line from faster 
currents can cause your fly to 

gradually trail unnaturally away 
from the fish you are targeting.

1.  HOW TO R ECOGN ISE DR AG

“Study surface debris, 

such as leaves, 

thistledown and the 

insects on which fish 

feed, and identify the 

micro currents that will 

potentially affect line 

and leader”

FLOW
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WE’RE TAUGHT to cast a fly-line so that it 

lands virtually straight, without slack, which is 

sound advice in many circumstances. However, 

if you cast a straight line across different-

paced currents drag will instantly set in. 

Instead, we should introduce slack to our  

fly-line and leader (see diagram right), so that 

it assumes the form of a slithering snake. Any 

currents must iron out these curves and 

straighten the line and leader before drag can 

begin. Line forming a concertina shape can 

allow flies many feet of unimpeded movement.

M A STER TH E SL ACK-L IN E OR 
W IG GL E CA ST 
A fundamental of fly-casting is that the fly-line 

follows the path of the rod tip, even after a 

positive stop on the final delivery. This means 

that a series of “S” wiggles can be introduced 

to the fly-line by gently wafting the rod tip from 

side to side as the fly-line unrolls. You must do 

this “gently” because if you overcook it by 

vigorously shaking the rod it will serve only to 

energise the line, causing it to spring back and 

land at your feet in a heap. I urge you to 

practise this on grass before attempting it for 

real on dimpling trout. Once mastered, a wiggle 

cast can be very useful: for example, when 

presenting a dry-fly downstream, the snaking 

wiggles permit a long, unfettered drift that only 

concludes when your line becomes as taut as a 

builder’s plum line.

1. 

The fly drifts naturally 
until the current irons 

out the slack

Cast upstream of the target 
and gently wiggle the rod tip 

to introduce slack before 

line and leader land on  
the water’s surface.

2 . R ETHIN K YOU R CA STING

3. LE A R N TWO T Y PES OF MEN D
WHILE A basic slack-line cast is useful, it’s not 

always necessary. Old-fashioned line mending 

is often enough to avoid drag and/or slow the 

progress of your fly-line and fly.

Essentially, there are two types of mend: the 

“wet mend” and “aerial mend”. A wet mend is 

executed by sweeping the rod tip one way or 

the other to realign a fly-line that rests on water; 

an aerial mend is executed while the fly-line is 

still in the air as it travels towards its target.

HOW TO M A K E A W ET M EN D
A wet mend works best when a fly-line  

is under tension (usually downstream of your 

position) where the current’s grip prevents the 

line and fly from being dragged back towards 

you during the mend. 

To wet mend successfully, position the rod tip 

at the water’s surface, make a shallow crescent-

shaped sweep with the rod tip in the direction 

of the required mend. This is usually upstream 

to avoid a downstream bowing line. 

Faster flows can draw your line and fly 

around at speed, so rather than make one huge 

mend (which may pull the fly off course), it is 

better to make a series of smaller, micro mends, 

periodically during the drift.

Stage 1:
Line position  

after cast.

Stage 3:
The line is then 

tracked downstream 
with the rod tip to 
prolong the dead-
drift of the fly. If 

needed, make more 
mends during the 

same drift. 

Stage 2: Sweep the rod 
upstream in a crescent-

shaped movement.

W I L L SL ACK L IN E 
STOP YOU F ROM 
HOOK ING FISH ?
Many fishermen worry that slack 

line will prevent them from 

setting the hook. This might 

happen if you are making long 

casts on a reservoir, but on  

a river you rarely need to cast 

further than 30 ft. Even if you  

have introduced many loose coils, 

a swift sweep of the rod tip will 

gather the slack and drive the 

hook home. However, bear in 

mind that little stretch exists in  

a fly-line when hooking a fish  

at short distances, so don’t be 

too vigorous.

“It is better to make  

a series of smaller, micro 

mends, periodically  

during the drift”

TH E W ET M EN D

“When presenting a dry-fly 

downstream, the snaking 

wiggles permit a long, 

unfettered drift”

FLOW

FLOW
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AN AERIAL mend can be applied in many situations but they’re most 
useful when pitching dry-flies across a flow. Because an “elbow” is put 
in the line before it alights on the water your fly is left to drift 
unimpeded without any danger of it being pulled off track, which 
might occur if using wet mends. 

Initially, an aerial mend might appear like witchcraft to the  
untrained eye but once you understand its mechanics, it is fairly 
straightforward. Two parts of the cast are critical: you must maintain a 
high forward cast to allow plenty of time to scribe a mend into the line 

before it falls on the water; and you must remember to carry out  
the sideways sweep and return of your rod tip to its original position  
in one smooth movement. 

ST E P 1
After the 
forward stroke 
allow the loop 
to form.

ST E P 2
Then, gently 
sweep the 
rod in the 
direction of 
the desired 
mend as 
the line is 
unfurling.

ST E P 3
Before the fly-line 
and leader land on 
the water the rod 
must be returned to 
its original position 
so that the mend is 
in place when the 
fly touches down.

FLOW

3 (CON TIN U ED).  HOW TO M A K E A N A ER I A L M EN D

4.  USE LONGER LE A DER S

LONGER LEADERS are generally more 
difficult to turn over but you can use this 
problem to your advantage when seeking 
to avoid drag. If you add a longer-than-
normal tippet section to the front of your 
leader the energy in the cast will fail to 
dissipate evenly causing the tippet to 
crumple and land in a series of wiggles.

As a rule, if your normal leader is 9 ft, try 
increasing it to 12 ft. If you’re more 

comfortable with a 12 ft or 14 ft leader, 
lengthen it to 16 ft or more. 

Also, because a leader is considerably 
slimmer than a fly-line and therefore 
possesses less surface area, the chances of 
drag setting in are much reduced along its 
length. Let’s assume that a 40 ft cast is at 
rest on the river. By using a 10 ft leader, it 
leaves 30 ft of thicker fly-line, which is 
vulnerable to grabbing currents. If we 

increase our leader to 20 ft, only 20 ft of  
fly-line is exposed. 

However, prevailing conditions usually 
determine leader lengths. In near-still air, 
longer monofilament leaders are relatively 
straightforward to use. But in a  
downstream gale, you will need to  
use a leader that is much shorter than  
18 ft if turnover and accuracy are not  
to be severely compromised. 

8 ft of tapered leader

8 ft of tapered leader

2 ft of 8 lb mono

2 ft of 8 lb mono

2 ft of 6 lb mono

2 ft of 6 lb mono

2 ft of 4 lb mono

4 ft of 4 lb mono

A typical 14 ft
leader set-up.

Paul’s leader with 
longer tippet 
(16 ft in total).

“Adding extra tippet to the 

end of a tapered leader will 

help combat drag”

TH E A ER I A L M EN D

“You must maintain a high forward 

cast to allow plenty of time to  

scribe a mend”
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IF FISHING with dry-flies, the pattern you select may help to reduce 

drag. Buoyant flies that ride high on their hackle tips have little 

purchase on the surface film and are, therefore, more prone to 

skating. If drag is an issue you are better off using flies that sit lower 

or in the film. Patterns such as Klinkhamers, Bob Wyatt’s Deer Hair 

Emerger and shuttlecocks “dig in”, which makes them less likely to 

shift about and therefore minimises the chances of drag.   

WHEN CASTING upstream many fishers make the mistake of 

becoming fixated with the drift of their fly and forget to gather the 

slack line generated as the flows push line back towards them.  

The surplus line is swept downstream off the rod tip and creates  

a pulley-wheel effect that causes your fly to accelerate at an 

unnatural and alarming rate. Avoid this by constantly collecting  

the slack with your hand to ensure the fly-line remains  

upstream of the rod tip at all times. 

THE 9 FT rod has been  

the standard trout-fishing 

tool on rivers for years. 

Most fly-fishers have 

steered clear of 10 ft rods 

because they felt that their 

tips were too heavy and 

ungainly during casting. 

However, the use of 

modern scrims and 

adhesives has resulted  

in much lighter blanks. 

Consequently, longer rods 

are now crisper and more 

responsive. They recover 

quicker, making them 

behave like their 9 ft 

counterparts. Today,  

those in the know lean 

towards 10 ft-11 ft rods, 

even 12-footers.  

One big advantage  

of these longer rods is  

that they make it easier to 

manipulate and mend line 

either during casting or 

when line rests on the 

water. Of equal value is the 

reach they afford anglers 

who can hold the bulk of 

the fly-line clear of the 

water’s surface to further 

reduce the risk of drag.

The nymph  
adds extra  

fish-catching 
potential: it  

may tempt a trout 
that would ignore 

the dry-fly.

A dry-fly that sits in 
the surface, rather 
than on it, is less 
susceptible to drag.

Adding a nymph, 
New Zealand style, 
on a 12 in to 18 in 

dropper can help to 
anchor the fly.

Deerhair 
Emerger

Shuttlecock

Klinkhamer

If you don’t gather slack line 
as the fly drifts toward you a 
loop begins to form below 
the rod tip, which will catch 

the current and cause the fly 
to accelerate downstream.

FLOW

5.  USE LOW-R IDING 
IMITATIONS

7. GATHER THE SL ACK 8. USE A LONGER ROD

6. TRY THE  
TR A ILING N Y MPH
IN VERY fast flows where dry-flies are dragged from pillar  

to post, tethering a nymph via a New Zealand-style dropper  

can be advantageous. This arrangement acts like an anchor  

to counter nasty currents and hold the dry-fly steady.  

The nymph ballast also acts as a potential fish-catcher,  

giving you the best of both worlds by exploring above  

and below the surface.

“Longer  

rods are  

now crisper 

and more 

responsive”



PUZZLED BY TECHNIQUE? FRUSTRATED BY FISH?  
CRAWFORD LITTLE  OFFERS SOME NO-NONSENSE SOLUTIONS

Salmon     Surgery

Crawford Little 

has fished for 

salmon at 

home and 

abroad for  

50 years. 

Having worked 

in rural estate 

management,

he now runs a 

consultancy 

advising  

on the  

management 

of salmon  

fisheries  

and other  

sporting  

property. 
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ONCE 
HOOKED, 

TWICE SHY

Q  
WHAT DO you do if 
a salmon comes to 
your fly, but isn’t 
hooked? Would you 
rest the fish for a 

while, change to a different 
pattern or size of fly, or 
simply go on as you were?  
 JONATHAN STRANG,  
via e-mail

A  
WHEN FISHING  
a floating or 
intermediate line, 
we might see a bulge 

in the water or even a flash of 
silvery flank, but there is no 
“tug” at the line. Clearly, a fish 
has shown interest in our fly, 
and we would be foolish to 
ignore it. I would make the 
same cast and just when the 
fly is reaching the hot spot, I 
would tweak the fly with a few 
short pulls. If that failed to 
produce the goods, then I 
might try a smaller fly of the 
same pattern. 

Then there is the fish we 
feel, which fails to stick. 
Traditional advice is to rest the 
fish for five or ten minutes 
while you ponder on the 
meaning of life. The fish took 
the fly, albeit tentatively, so 
why bother changing it? When 
you feel you have waited long 
enough, make another cast. 
Though most salmon seem to 
follow the adage that once 
hooked is twice shy, so don’t 
waste too much time on that 
one spot – remembering there 
might be another taker 
further down the pool.   

Q
I TRY to fish the salmon fly as slowly as possible, in the 
style described by Hugh Falkus. However, in recent 
times there seems to be a move to increase the speed of 
the fly. I’d be interested to hear how you fish the fly – 
fast or slow – and why.  SIMON ASHBY, via e-mail.

A   
LET ME say from the start that there is no “one and only” 
way of fishing the fly, and many experienced salmon 
fishers have been aware of this for a very long time. As were 
their grandfathers, because it was fairly standard summer 

practice to fish the fly quite quickly until Arthur Wood’s success  
with a floating line was publicised. 

Even then, many of the most successful fishers continued to fish 
square and fast – or certainly squarer and rather faster than in the 
Wood technique. Equally, I know several highly successful fishers 
who have always “worked” their flies. Because they were taught by 
their fathers to do so, and then countless fish convinced them  
it was the right thing to do. 

Wood’s technique, as interpreted by his disciples, involved casting 
at a fairly shallow angle downstream, and employing upstream 
mends whenever necessary, in order that the fly should hover slowly 
across the stream. By comparison, in my “standard technique” I cast 
a bit squarer, but not necessarily square, and avoid mending – or make
just one mend as the line settles on the water. But let me say again 
that terms such as “square and fast” are relative, and what I mean is 
squarer and faster than the Wood technique, as taken up by Falkus.

Incidentally, that great salmon fisher, the late John Ashley Cooper, 
was quite scathing about Wood’s technique. Suggesting that simply 
because Wood caught a lot of salmon during his time at Cairnton on 
the Aberdeenshire Dee didn’t mean that he wouldn’t have caught a lot 
more by doing something different. Food for thought…

Speed and angles

BE L OW 
A cast made  
at a shallow 
downstream 
angle. Small 
upstream 
mends will help 
the fly to hover.
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Write to: Crawford Little, c/o Trout and Salmon, Media House, Lynchwood, 

Peterborough PE2 6EA. Or e-mail: crawfordlittle54@gmail.com KNOW HOW
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FLY AND WATER

Q  
WHEN 
CHOOSING 
a salmon 
fly, how much 
attention do 

you pay to the water’s colour?  
DAVID SMYTH, via e-mail

A  
WATER COLOUR is an important 
consideration. In coloured or 
naturally peaty waters my favourite 
colours are orange, yellow and 

black, usually with a hint of gold. The clearer 
it gets, then the more I tend toward black and 
yellow. These options are covered by variants 
of the Willie Gunn and its gold-bodied cousin, 
Munro’s Killer, Gold Tosh and never 
forgetting the Cascade.

In clear waters, I tend toward blue, yellow 
and black with silver. I like long-winged 
variants of the Silver Stoat and the likes, but I 
also use the Black and the Yellow Ally’s, 
among others. 

Of course, we all have our favourite 
patterns that we end up fishing most of the 
time, allowing them to catch most of our fish. 
And for some time, my favourites have been 
the Carolyn’s Gold, and the Carolyn’s Silver, 
which I have described before in this column: 
the gold-bodied (with black, yellow and 
orange) for coloured or peaty water, and the 
silver-bodied (with black, blue and a splash of 
purple) for clearer flows. 

KNOW HOW

W O R D S  O F  W I S D O M

“An angler should remember that in pools on which a boat is used that, when watching it from the 

opposite bank, it will always look to be more than fairly half way across the stream; a knowledge of this 

will do away with many uncharitable feelings, and save even downright wrangles. It is, of course, 

annoying to see a boat appear to come more than fairly across the stream, to fish one’s favourite catch, 

but the opposite neighbour may have been forbidden to wade, or perhaps the pool can be reached in no 

other way. Under such circumstances make the best of the matter, for if the banks were changed the 

chances are the grumbler himself would do precisely the same thing.”

Augustus Grimble, Shooting and Salmon Fishing and Highland Sport, 1902

Leave it hanging

Q   
I HAVE been reading 
Salmon Surgery for 
some years now, and 
very much appreciate 
the things I have 

learned from it. However, one 
thing I’m still not sure about is 
how best to fish the fly when the 
line has swung across and is 
hanging straight downstream. 
Is there any advantage in letting 
the fly hang for some moments, 
as some suggest, or is it better 
to make another cast  
without delay?
MARY MATHESON, via e-mail

A  
FIRSTLY, I think it’s 
important to emphasise 
that in the modern era 
it seems all too easy for 

many fishers to forget that the 
name of the game is fishing the 
fly, rather than casting the line. 
As I’ve said many times before, 
casting is simply the means  
to the end of fishing the  
fly effectively.

In my opinion, it’s important to 
make a real effort to fish the fly 
right across its swing and on to 
the dangle. Or even beyond the 
dangle (by bringing the rod tip 
inshore) if you are wading to any 
depth or fishing from a boat as is 
becoming the norm on the lower 
Tweed at this time of year. There 
is a temptation to rush things – 
but some things should not be 
hurried, and more often than not 
it’s important to fish out those 
last few inches of each and every 
cast. As for leaving the fly 
hanging for a few seconds or 
more before starting your 

retrieve, it’s sometimes amazing 
how a fish will materialise at  
the end of your hanging line,  
as if out of nowhere. 

Be in no hurry to make your next cast.

Cascade: 
reliable in 

stained water.

Try flies with  
gold bodies or  
bright cones in  
peaty water.
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Kyley (hairwing)
Tail Orange hackle fibres  Tag Silver wire  

Butt Black floss  Body (Rear) Flat copper 

with silver wire rib; (front) black floss (no 

rib)  Hackle Orange hackle points and blue 

guinea fowl  Wing Orange hackle point 

under black squirrel

l Sh
Tag g

Tail Orange bucktail, three fibres of crystal hair, red pheasant breast on 

top  Butt Black floss  Rear body Flat copper lurex  Rib Silver wire 

Centre hackle Hot-orange cock  Front body Black floss, unribbed

Front hackle Hot-orange cock  Wing Pair of jungle cock with small 

bunch of orange hackle fibres on top  Throat Few fibres of guinea fowl 

dyed blue each side  Head Red

THE KYLEY
Ross Macdonald recommends a pattern for peaty water

I 
WAS FISHING the Dee recently. We had just 
enjoyed a rise in water levels and the river 
was carrying a light stain. It got me thinking: 
why on earth don’t I have a Kyley? I usually 
fish some sort of shrimp fly, but on this 
occasion I was looking for a small hairwing 

and when there is a stain in the water the Kyley has, 
in the past, proved its worth. The first time I fished 
with a Kyley I caught a 12-pounder on the dropper 
from Loch Beg on the Thurso. It’s a pattern I used to 
fish a lot, particularly on the Thurso, and for the life  
of me I can’t recall how I arrived at a situation where  
I didn’t have a couple hiding somewhere in my box.  
I have since made amends.

Gillie Allan Donaldson created the pattern at the 
back-end of 1984. It is named after the Kyle of 

Sutherland and not, as Stan Headley makes clear in 
his book Flies of Scotland, the Australian singer. It was 
in Stan’s book that I first encountered the pattern and 
was immediately taken with it.

Allan has developed the Kyley in three formats to 
reduce the agonising that accompanies choosing a 
fly. There is a shrimp, a tube or Waddington version, 
and my favourite, the original hairwing. The shrimp 
and the hairwing are popular but several anglers I 
know follow Allan’s lead and fish with all three 
formats. I can appreciate their thinking, yet in a 
perverse way I like agonising over fly choice. Over the 
years I have reduced the number of flies I carry, but I 
still enjoy having the whole kit and caboodle to 
contemplate… before picking a shrimp fly, or a wee 
Pig, or a Collie or a… well, you get the idea. But for 
those of you looking to simplify matters, the Kyley 
offers hope.

For me, the hairwing is a beautiful-looking fly. The 
body is unique, one of the first copper-bodied flies I 
encountered. Since it first became popular I think the 
Kyley has prompted the use of copper in many other 
patterns. It looks fantastic in the water. 

The shrimp version is also marvellous but, 
curiously, it lacks a black wing and therefore it doesn’t 
follow the same pattern as the hairwing and the tube. 
The shrimp has a mid hackle so that’s probably the 
reason why. Perhaps it might be better to describe the 
Kyley as a theme, rather than a pattern. 

I particularly like the addition of the red pheasant 
in the shrimp’s tail, which produces a lovely red/
orange hue. It looks good enough to eat. Allan changes 
the dressing to suit his needs: a longer tail; denser, 
longer hackle for dibbling; a lightly dressed version 
for low water, and so forth

There you have it, a wonderful pattern for peaty 
water this summer. Those of you thinking about Kylie 
Minogue should probably blush at this point.

Ross 

Macdonald  

is a well-

known 

fly-designer 

and tyer who 

has a lifelong 

passion for 

salmon flies 

and the 

stories 

behind them. 

He is based in 

Aberdeen.

Visit: 

macdonald 

salmonflies.

co.uk 



GOT A TROUT-F ISHING PROBLEM? RONNIE GLASS  OFFERS 

SOLUTIONS FOR BETTER  SPORT ON R IVERS AND STILLWATERS

Trout         Surgery
KNOW HOW

Ronnie Glass  

is a Tweed

commissioner

and chairman  

of Kelso, 

Coldstream 

and the 

Borders 

Anglers’ 

Association.  

He has been  

a national 

champion on 

rivers and  

stillwaters,  

and is fishing 

manager  

of the Orvis  

shop, Kelso.

Write to: Ronnie Glass c/o Trout and Salmon, Media House, Lynchwood, 
Peterborough PE2 6EA. Or e-mail: caster@glass20351.plus.com

Q 
DO “EXPERTS” always 
catch a lot of fish, or  
do they have bad  
days as well?
TIM SCOUTER, e-mail

A
I ALWAYS regard a day’s 
fishing as a puzzle to be 
solved. Water conditions, 
weather and the 

behaviour of the fish themselves 
give us the clues towards having a 
successful day. When the 
answer is obvious to an 
experienced angler, or 
information has been 
passed on from recently 
successful anglers, there is 
no doubt that an “expert” 
will catch a lot of fish. However, 
there are days when the answers 
are not obvious and too much 
knowledge and having too many 
potential tactics can lead to a 
frustrating day. It is easy to be 
doing the right thing at the wrong 
time or in the wrong place (as 
everyone experiences from time to 
time). These are the days an 
“expert” will chop and change all 

day – and yet may never get it right. 
Without fail, this is also the day a 
beginner will catch a few and is 
keen to let the expert know.

On rivers, with their more 
consistent hatches and timetable 
of events, the “expert” is less often 
caught out. Successful tactics for a 
hatch of fly that worked 30 years 
ago will still work today. 
Occasionally the fish may prefer 
the hatching fly to the hatched – 

but a simple change from dun to 
emerger (say a Klinkhamer) will 
solve that.

There is a hatch on the Tweed 
that baffles me. It occurs at dusk in 
late summer and you would swear 
that the fish were gorging on 
sedges – either hatching pupa or 
newly hatched adults and the 
fishing would be easy. Wrong! 
Sometimes they are, and it is easy, 

but at others I am left scratching 
my head. This May I met a friend, a 
really good angler, who had been 
surprised one evening to be faced 
with what seemed like every trout 
in the river feeding in front of him 
– and he could not catch them. 
This took my mind back to a 
similar evening the previous May 
when a phone call reminded me I 
had to give a dry-fly lesson that 
evening. It was cold and very 

windy, an evening for 
staying indoors, yet after 
an hour in a sheltered spot 
demonstrating various 
ways to present the fly, the 
wind dropped just enough 
to tempt me down to a 

glide where I thought some trout 
might show. Thankfully there 
were three or four fish rising and 
even as we waded out in the 
shallow water, their number was 
increasing. A tremendous hatch of 
olive uprights was in progress and 
I could also see a lot of iron blue 
duns drifting down among the 
olives that were being 
somersaulted downstream in the 
strong wind. My plan was to find 
the answer and then give my 
“pupil” the fly and watch him have 
a great, if rather cold, evening. 
Unfortunately it was as if I had no 
fly attached to my leader. 
Hundreds of casts went 
unrewarded. I did get three fish, 
each taking the fly confidently, but 
dozens of excited trout would not 
look at a succession of duns, 
Klinkhamers or CDCs. I virtually 
forgot about my friend and even 
after he’d left, because he could no 
longer feel his fingers, I waded 
back out and fished on into  
the darkness until the rise  
petered out. So, to answer your 
question: no, “experts” do not  
always catch fish.

Is anyone an expert?

“Too much knowledge and  

too many tactics can lead  

to a frustrating day”

BE L OW 
An efficient 
competition 
angler may set 
up two rods for 
different tactics 
– but the trout 
may still 
baffle them. 
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Spotting spinners

Q
I SEEM to miss lots  
of chances when 
fishing with spinner 
patterns. I either 
strike at a fish that 

has taken a natural fly beside 
my artificial or I don’t react at 
all and then realise that the 
trout was rising to my fly, 
after all. How do you 
overcome this?
STEVE STOREHOUSE,  

via e-mail

A
UNLESS YOU have 
excellent eyesight, and 
mine was once better 
than it is now, it can be 

difficult to spot your fly in 
evening light. Today, I get just as 
many offers if I leave the top of 
the spinner hackle intact, which 
I can more easily see.

I have never been a great fan 
of spent hackle-point wings or 
the spread wings created by 
figure-of-eight turns of thread.  
I much prefer to wind a full 
hackle and then trim away the 
hackle underneath. 

The wings of a spinner are 
quite broad and the turns of 
hackle can be spread over more 
of the hook shank to give a 
greater surface area of support. 

I am a great believer in having 
the correct “footprint” in the 
surface as the fly enters the 
window of the trout. 

If you feel that fibres which 
have been cut underneath need 
covering, a spare thread can be 
tied in before the hackle, 
dubbed and then pulled under 
the hackle and tied in at the 
head (in the same way that a 
G+H Sedge body is made). 

Another method of more 
easily seeing your spinner, 
favoured by Marc Petitjean in 
his CDC patterns, is to tie in a 
post of CDC fibres. These can be 
bright or contrast with the dark 
or light backgrounds in which 
the fly is drifting – sometimes a 
silvery, light colour or a dark 
dun are more easily seen.

To help support a spinner 
pattern, always tie its fibre tails 
in a “V” by either placing three 
or four fibres on each side of  
a tiny ball of dubbing or by  
tying in a length of floss and 
pulling it between the  
split fibres. 

Because the hackle fibres 
cling together, you can tie in a 
few more than appear in the 
natural fly, especially on larger 
patterns (the trout can’t count!).

Hackle stubs are concealed with 
dubbed thread, which is tied in 
at the head.

Wind a full hackle then trim the 
fibres underneath. Point scissors  
at the fibres – don’t cut sideways.

A dubbing ball is tied in at the tail. 
Fibres are placed either side  
of it and tied in tightly.

Red floss, tied in at the rear, is 
pulled between the fibres to split 
them, and then tied down.
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SUBTLE SINKERS

Q
WHY ARE there so many 
intermediate lines? The sink rates 
often vary by only half a second.
JASON SWIFT, via e-mail

A
MOST LINES labelled as intermediate 
sink at a slow rate of between 1 inch per 
second (ips) and 2.5 ips. Slow-sinking 
intermediate lines (1 ips) are useful 

because they allow you to retrieve without 
creating a surface wake. However, unless it is very 
calm, a slow intermediate will not sink very far in 
the course of each cast, and therefore a slightly 
faster-sinking intermediate (2 ips) may be 
preferred if its sink speed will keep your flies in a 
slightly deeper trout feeding zone. These subtle 
changes can be further complicated by the use of 
buoyant flies, such as FABs or Boobies, which also 
vary the depth at which flies are fished.

All lines, having broken through the surface 
tension, will sink to the bottom if given enough 
time: a line sinking at one-and-a-half inches per 
second will simply take twice as long as one 
sinking at three inches per second. With an 
intermediate line you can fish the flies nearer the 
surface or, by counting down before retrieving, 
allow the line to sink deeper where you may get 
takes “on the drop”. To avoid lifting the flies too 
high, you must retrieve slowly. Of course, if you 
want to fish faster at depth a complete range of 
faster-sinking lines is available (eg, 3-7 in/sec).

If you are a bank angler you may cover all 
fishing options with a slower-sinking line. When 
fishing from a drifting boat, sinking time is a 
luxury you don’t have because you are drifting on 
to your flies as they sink – faster-sinking lines are 
needed and your retrieve must match the rate at 
which the boat is drifting if you are to stay  
in touch with your flies.

Some anglers still prefer their “old favourite” 
intermediates, such as the Cortland Blue or 
Scientific Anglers Kelly Green. The fact these lines 
are still made is testimony to their effectiveness 
(other line densities have been subject to continual 
developments and improvements). I think they 
remain popular as they retain a small amount  
of stretch, which can prevent breakages when 
fishing imitative patterns very slowly.

This classic Highland trout fell to a wet-fly cast fished 
near the surface on an intermediate fly-line.
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N
OT SO MANY moons ago, my 
fishing was equally split between 
rivers and stillwaters. These days, 
for various reasons – laziness, lack 
of fitness, and an uncontrollable 
desire to have y 

my side – stillwater boat fishing accounts for a good 
90 per cent of my fishing. However, I’m constantly 
reminded of many thousands of happy hours on the 
river by the contents of my stillwater dry-fly box. 
Interestingly, a high proportion of them are classic 
river patterns, which, after varying degrees of 
tweaking, have crossed over with ease and 
considerable aplomb: the Griffith’s Gnat, Deer Hair 
Emerger, Grizzle Mink, Klinks, and one or two of my 
own humble offerings, such as the Bare Hare. This 
month’s pattern sits comfortably and confidently 
alongside them as one of my most consistently 
successful and deadly stillwater dry-flies.

Ask any seasoned river man for his top five  
dry-flies and with very few exceptions, the 
Paradun, in various guises and colours, will be up 
there. The Paramidge is a Paradun without the tails. 
Truth to tell, after the tails of several Paraduns were 
destroyed, I noticed that neither presentation nor 
catch-rate were adversely affected. The invalids  
were deposited in my stillwater box for a future  
use, best unknown to myself. 

Around that time, about 15 years ago, I got a call 
from Ben Dobson at Stocks Reservoir, alerting me to a 
biblical fall of Soldier Beetles; my bag was duly packed 
that evening. Conditions were perfect the following 
morning: a good ripple, overcast and warm. Tackling 
up with all the calm and control of a seven-year-old at 
Christmas I noticed the invalid Paraduns, minus 
their tails, and among them, a couple of ginger ones. 
A two-fly cast was prepared with my hitherto most 
successful Soldier Beetle pattern, a red Shipman’s 
Buzzer, and the tailless approximation of a Paradun. 
The day will live long in my memory: a red-letter day, 
thanks to a couple of very simple, very effective flies. 
The Shipman’s, as it always does in a Soldier fall, took 
ts a  s a e o  s e a d a adu as a 

revelation and was literally hammered to within  
an inch of its life.

The Paramidge, as I now call it – for no other  
reason than it rolls off the tongue nicely, and the 
name appears to already have been in use for 
similarly styled flies – is so much more than just a 
Soldier Beetle suggestion. It works wonders for all 
manner of waterborne insects and terrestrials alike. 
Viewed from below, it has a very convincing profile 
and footprint, and, I can assure you, appears very 
difficult to resist no matter what’s on the menu and 
no matter what stage, within reason, of the  
life-cycle of the hatch. 

The Paramidge also floats superbly well, has a 
attractive low-riding attitude, is durable, and fairly 
easy to tie. So convincing is each and every aspect  
of this fly that I find colour and, to an extent, size to  
be relatively unimportant; common sense and a little 
experience will take care of those aspects. All in  
all, it’s about as perfect as stillwater dry-flies get. 
Confession: I still can’t resist tying my Paraduns  
with tails, though… they look so pretty! 

KNOW HOW
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T R O U T  F L Y  O F  T H E  M O N T H  

Rob Denson 

has fly-fished 

for trout for 

25 years, 

visiting all 

four corners 

of Britain and 

Ireland, 

combining 

his love of  

fly-tying, 

photography 

and a rolling 

wave. 

Website: 

robdenson.

co.uk

PARAMIDGE
Rob Denson ties a  a ost  

irresistible dry-fly

Hook Sizes 10-16 Kamasan B170  

or similar medium gauge hook   

Body Seal’s fur (colour of your choice),  

hare’s ear or substitute dubbing   

Rib (optional) Tying thread, fine wire  

or fine twisted mylar/holographic

Post Poly yarn  Parachute hackle Cock hackle 

(colour of your choice)

This olive seal’s fur 
and hare’s ear mix with  
a grizzle parachute hackle  
is just one of many colour 
combinations. 
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CALL 01858 438 884 QUOTE ICAA
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R THE DISCERNING GAME-FISHER

T A C K L E

CHANGE LINES  
WITH EASE
When you’re fishing from boat or bank and you 
can’t be sure whether you’ll need a floating, 
sink-tip, intermediate or full-sinking fly-line, 
having a reel that enables you to change lines 
quickly is a real advantage. 

The Snowbee Spectre Cassette Reel
combines all the features of the standard 
Spectre with the flexibility of quick-change, 
lightweight polycarbonate cassette spools. When 
you want to change lines simply unscrew the 
front of the frame, pop the cassette out of the 
cage, pop a new one in and screw the front of the 
frame back into place.

The reel is machined from high-grade 
aluminium. The cassettes have a large arbor  
for fast retrieve speeds, consistent drag 
performance and minimal line memory. 

The cassette reel is available on its own or in a 
kit with three spare cassette spools and a handy 
case. Colours: black or silver. Sizes: 5/6 or 7/8.

Price: Kit, £179 (spare cassettes are £8 each)
Tel: Snowbee, 01752 334 933
Web: snowbee.co.uk

Polycarbonate 

spare cassette 

spools

Carrying case 

with dividers

Large-arbor 

aluminium reel 
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READY, AIM, FIRE
The LTS Slingshot2 has been designed to make 

casting easier for fishers of all abilities. This responsive 
rod has a deep action and the blank bends well during 

the cast while the tip is fast and powerful enough to cope 
with heavy sinking lines. The down-locking reel seat is 
smart and secure. The Slingshot2 is available in three 

different models: 12 ft 6 in, 8 wt; 13 ft 2 in, 9 wt; 15 ft, 10 wt.

Price: £679
Tel: Mark Paterson, 07786 033 675

Web: lts-flyfishing.co.uk

The down-locking reel seat 
provides extra security against  
a reel working loose.

Every reel is supplied in  
a lined leather case.

Primaloft insulation keeps you  
warm even when it's wet.

The blank is fitted with 
snake guides and two 

stripper rings.

The matt silver finish creates 
a striking, modern look.

The brass handle and reel seat alongside  
the fine detail of the laser-etched pattern  
give the reel a traditional feel.



A SELECTION OF THE FINEST FLY-FISHING WAISTCOATS

B E S T  B U Y S

FILSON FLY FISHING GUIDE VEST 
On the front, a lined sunglasses pocket, eight bellows pockets and 
two zip pockets, a sheepskin patch and webbing for zingers. On 
the back, a metal net ring, a cargo pouch and large utility pocket. 
Adjustable straps give a comfortable fit. Front has a snap closure.
Price: £263. Tel: 020 7434 3007. Web: filson.com

GREYS STRATA FLY VEST 
Twelve mesh-lined pockets on the front with a large pocket and a 
net ring on the back. The ToolTab provides an attachment point for 
zingers and tools. The tippet-spool leash and innovative built-in 
floatant holder make organisation easy. Vest closed by a zip.
Price: £54.99. Tel: 01665 602 771. Web: greysfishing.com 

COLUMBIA PFG HENRY’S FORK V FISHING VEST 
Made from Columbia’s Omni-Shield water- and stain-repellent 
fabric. Twelve pockets on the front, including a clear window for a 
rod licence and two D-rings. A large pocket plus a net ring on the 
back. Two mesh pockets for a drinks bottle. Closes with a clip.
Price: £90. Tel: 0808 234 0229. Web: columbiasportswear.co.uk

FISHPOND SAGEBRUSH MESH VEST 
On the back, two large pockets plus a net ring. On the front, two 
plastic rings, two fabric loops, three zinger points, four elasticated 
loops and 19 pockets, including a moulded pocket with a foam 
patch. Adjustable shoulder straps. Front closes with a clip.
Price: £119.99. Tel: 01977 681 300. Web: guideflyfishing.co.uk
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ORVIS CLEARWATER MESH FLY VEST 
A breathable and light option. Twelve pockets and two D-rings 
provide ample storage for fly-boxes, tippet spools, floatant and 
accessories. There's a large cargo pouch and net ring on the back. 
Front closes with a quick-release nylon buckle.
Price: £59. Tel: 0333 400 4188. Web: orvis.co.uk

SIMMS G3 GUIDE VEST 
Twenty-two pockets in total. On the front are four moulded foam, 
six bellows, two large horizontal and two thermolaminated tippet 
pockets. There are six internal pockets and two rear pockets. Two 
built-in retractors. Teflon finish, polyester mesh lining. Zip closure.
Price: £199. Tel: 07772 235 428. Web: flyfisheurope.com

SNOWBEE PRESTIGE LONG FLY-FISHING WAISTCOAT 
Reinforced corduroy shoulders help distribute weight. Velcro 
epaulettes secure tackle bag straps in place. Cotton lining for extra 
warmth. 13 front pockets, a large rear zip pocket and priest pocket. 
D-ring for net on back. Two D-rings on front. Zip and stud closure.
Price: £89.99. Tel: 01752 334 933. Web: snowbee.co.uk

AIRFLO MESH VEST 
Back has a large pocket and a net loop. Front has two D-rings, two 
fabric loops, four elasticated loops, five zinger attachment points 
and 18 pockets, including a moulded pocket with an internal foam  
fly patch. Adjustable shoulder straps. Front has a clip closure. 
Price: £54.99. Tel: 0871 911 7045. Web: airflofishing.com
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LONG-TERM TRIALS OF INNOVATIVE TACKLE

T R I E D & T E S T E D

Rio Powerflex Plus is widely  
available in tackle-shops. 
£7.99 per spool. Distributed  
by Guide Flyfishing.  
Tel: 01977 681 300.
Web: guideflyfishing.co.uk   
and rioproducts.com

D
O

N
 S

T
A

Z
IK

E
R

RIO POWERFLEX 
PLUS TIPPET
Tested by Derbyshire guide Don Stazicker

Rio’s latest tippet material comes on 
black clip-together 50m spools with 
elastic tippet tamers (£7.99). 

It’s labelled with X rating, metric and 
imperial diameter and breaking strain. 
It would be nice to see date of 
manufacture included.

This Japanese-made co-polymer nylon 
is clear and slightly shiny, it is easy to 
straighten, resists curling well and has 
25 per cent stretch.

It’s available in sizes 7X to 0X,  
2.75 lb to 18 lb. 

Rio obviously has confidence in this 
material. It said, “Rio’s newest tippet is 
the strongest nylon tippet material ever 
made, with tensile strengths up to 20 
per cent more than regular tippet.” 

Quite a claim. Let’s have a look at 
some figures both stated and tested.

DON'S TEST OF  
BREAKING STRAINS

A 6X tippet that has a dry breaking 
strain of 4.21 lb is very impressive. But 
what happens when we wet it and tie 
knots in it?

BREAKING STRAIN  
WHEN KNOTTED

Testing using a three-turn Grinner knot 
to a size 10 hook gave strange results; 
the wet knot strength is much higher 
than the dry knot strength. This is 
unusual as it is generally agreed that 
nylon loses up to 12 per cent of its 
strength when wet.

Immersed in water for 24 hours the 
material feels significantly limper and 

“A great tippet material with adequate 
suppleness and tremendous tensile strength”
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X 
Rating

Claimed
diameter
(inches)

Tested
diameter
(inches)

Claimed
breaking
strain (lb)

Testeddry
breaking
strain (lb)

6X 0.005 0.0054 4.0 4.21

5X 0.006 0.0064 6.0 6.20 

4X 0.007 0.0071 7.5 7.30 

3X 0.008 0.0084 9.5 9.58 

X 
Rating

Tested
diameter
(inches)

Dry knot
breaking
strain (lb)

Wet knot
breaking
strain (lb)

Tested dry
breaking
strain (lb)

6X 0.0054 3.17 3.42 4.21

slicker. I think that this allows knots to 
tighten down better.

When knotted dry it judders a little as 
you tighten the knots even when they’re 
lubricated with saliva. This is a material 
that absolutely must be well lubricated 
before closing any knots as it feels like it 
has a high-friction surface. 

Further evidence comes from the fact 
that using Knot Perfect lubricant on the 
dry tippet produces an astonishingly 
strong knot.

STRENGTH RETAINED 
AFTER KNOTTING

I feel Rio has achieved extreme tensile 
strength at the expense of the nylon 
being a bit too hard to knot well unless 
you use really good lubrication.

It’s a little stiffer than I like, again in 
the search for ultimate strength.

When knotting nylon to nylon I found 

6X dry knot B.S./Tested dry B.S. 3.17/4.21 = 75 per cent

6X wet knot B.S./Tested dry B.S. 3.42/4.21 = 81 per cent

6X Knot Perfect dry B.S./Tested dry B.S. 3.98/4.21 = 95 per cent

it to be quite sensitive to the type of knot 
and the number of turns I used. A two-
turn water knot produced poor results;  
increasing to three turns produced a 
significant improvement in breaking 
strain. As with any nylon the optimum 
number of turns varies with the 
diameter of the material. I used a three-
turn Grinner and three-turn water knot 
on 3X-6X with no problems.

This is a great tippet material with 
adequate suppleness and tremendous 
tensile strength that rewards care when 
choosing and lubricating knots. It’s 
ideal for situations such as fishing for 
big brownies where small flies require 
very strong fine tippets.

Don's tippet testing kit included a 
micrometer accurate to 0.0001 inches 

and a digital force gauge reading to 
an accuracy of 0.01 lb.



F L Y - T Y I N G
OUR PIC O OO MATERIALS

FOR ALL YOUR FLY-TYING NEEDS 
Tel – 01745 583583 • Web – www.foxons.com

NATURE’S SPIRIT 
STRUNG MARABOU
Marabou bloods are fluffy body feathers 
taken from a turkey. They are smaller, 
softer and more tapered than standard 
marabou feathers, and incredibly 
mobile. The tips of each plume, 
which are dense and aligned, can be 
tied straight to the hook without 
stripping the fibres from the stem.  
The tips are even in length, which may 
please some fly-tyers, although you may  
wish to nip bits off to give a more broken  
shape to tails or wings.

The bloods come in a great range of natural and 
bright colours, including olive, pale olive, brown olive, 
brown, golden olive, tan, bright yellow, fluorescent 
yellow, red, orange, hot orange, fluorescent orange, 
fluorescent flame, purple, pink, royal blue, fluorescent 
blue, claret, black and white. 

A useful tip: once you have used each feather, don’t 
discard the stems. Strip off the burr and use the stems 
for feelers on salmon flies.

Price: £2.75.
Contact: Funky Flytying; 01823 617 373;  
funkyflytying.co.uk

                    THE OFF BEAD
If you’re not a fan of 
jig hooks, these 
ingenious new beads 

from Andre Bidoz 
from France can be 

fitted on any normal trout 
hook and will flip over your fly when 
fishing (the advantage of fishing a fly 
upside down is that it is more likely to 
travel freely across a riverbed without 
snagging). They can be threaded on 
most hooks, including barbed models: 
there is a clever slot for the barb to 

travel through when mounting. 
Off Beads are made of tungsten and 

are available in 2.3 mm diameter, 0.11g 
(hook size 14-22); 2.8 mm, 0.21g (size 
12-18); 3.3 mm, 0.31g (size 10-14); and  
4 mm, 0.52g (size 6-12). Choose from 
black, copper, gold, nickel, orange and 
pearl. Ten beads per pack.

Price: £2.93.
Contact: Flytying Boutique; 
01535 630 113; 
www.flytyingboutique.com

Packs are 
available in 
20 colours.

One pack i h h l 
to tie hundreds of flies.

Off Beads can be threaded  
on to any trout hook,  

including those with barbs.

The bead 
makes a fly 

fish upside down.

A single marabou 
blood with its  
fine fluffy tips 
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R E A D E R  O F F E R

HOW TO ORDER
When ordering please quote “T&S Hardy CLS offer” and the code “0062TS”.

Postage and packing is £6.99. Tel: 0141 212 8880.  
Fax: 0141 331 6340. E-mail: sales@fishingmegastore.com  

Web: http://readeroffers.fishingmegastore.com/0062TS  
Post: Glasgow Angling Centre, 29 Saracen Street, Glasgow G22 5HT.

£ 2 4 9 . 9 9 

R R P

O F F E R 
P R I C E
£ 1 2 5

HALF-PRICE  
HARDY REEL
Don't miss out on the Ultralite CLS 9000 –  
the ideal reel for modern salmon fishing

FREE!
Get a 

Stillwater reel 
and spool 
case with 

every order

THE FAMOUS Hardy Ultralite name has been 
brought up to date with this cassette design that 
enables you to change lines with ease.

CLS stands for Cassette Locking System, which 
securely locks the polycarbonate cassette in place 
while making it easy to remove – simply move the 
switch from “lock” to “unlock”. 

The Hardy Line ID system makes it easy to identify 
which line (shooting head, spey, multi-tip, sinking) 
you have on which spool, and the reuseable pins 
make it easy to change things. 

Q Made from aerospace grade 6061 bar stock 
aluminium.
Q Twin Rulon disc drag for smooth and powerful 
performance. 
Q Large-arbor spools hold lots of backing, retrieve 
line fast and reduce memory.
Q Easily converts from left- to right-hand wind. 
Q Supplied with two spare spools and enough  
ID pins to mark three lines.
Q Supplied with a Hardy neoprene reel and  
spool case.

The Stillwater case 

has 14 mesh 

pockets and eight 

velcro dividers

The Ultralite’s 

easy-change 

cassettes are 

ideal for storing 

multiple lines.



JULY CROSSWORD ANSWERS AND WINNERS
ANSWERS ACROSS: 1 Vulturine. 6Row.9 Lanyard.10 Derwent.11 Char.12 Crane.13 Beer.17Red. 18 Chub. 20Aorta. 21Ram. 23 Copper. 25 Yarn.

26 Nil. 28 Ouse. 29 Manchester. 33 Owenmore. 34 Virus. 37Satin. 38Arrow. ANSWERS DOWN: 1 Veniard. 2 Lead. 3 Underfur. 4 Iodine.5 Eire.6Roe.
7Waterfall. 8 Electricmotor. 14 Ear. 15Screw. 16 Earn.19 Bay. 22 March. 24 Posters. 26 Net. 27 Carron. 30 Elver. 31Rise. 32 Smut. 35Raw. 36 E.A.
THE WINNERSofour Julycompetition,whoreceiveaRedington reel, are: BarryThorne,Reading;TedRobinson, Evesham; GrahamWoodward,

Driffield; MrW.Wilkinson, Tyne & Wear; Geoff Bevan, Wirral; BillWightman, Newcastle-Upon-Tyne; NickAssirati, Dorchester;
David Swain, CountyAntrim; Peter Willoughby, Billericay; DavidShadbolt,Shefford.

Solve the puzzle for the chance to win an  
11 ft 6 in, 9/10 wt Guideline LXi switch rod

WIN

CLUES ACROSS

1. Too many of these may
spook a fish (5,5)

9. Colourful salmon
fly pattern (7)

11. Eel-like parasitic fish (7)
13. Winged form of this

insect is eaten by trout (3)
14. Salmon river of
 Co. Mayo (3)
15. Noah’s floating zoo (3)
16. Hidden enigma (7)
17. Type of salmon

landing net (3)
18.  Born (3)
19. Captain’s diary (3)
20. Country pub (3)
21. Tiny long-nosed rodent (5)
23. For example (1.1.)
25. Japanese tackle

manufacturer (5)
27. Mr. _ _ _ _ _ Leventon,

designer of the Editor
salmon fly (5)

28. Yorkshire river (3)
30. Popular coarse-

fishing float (7)
31. Sunray _ _ _ _ _ _,

long-haired salmon fly (6)
32. Narrow bay of

Shetland island (3)
35. Eskimo’s snow-house (5)
37. Somerset river (3)
38. Hare’s _ _ _, traditional

trout fly (3)

39. Northumberland river (3)
40. Devon river that rises in

Somerset (3)
41. Live in a house or place (6)

CLUES DOWN

1. Essential item for fishing
 Boobies (4-7,4)
2. What used to be

called casts (7)
3. Foe (5)
4. Inventor of famous

shrimp salmon fly (4,6)
5. Tay tributary (6)
6. Large shrimp (6)
7. Ideal reservoir lure for

daphnia-feeding trout (6,7)
8. Salmon river of northern

Scotland (5)
10. Some (3)
12. Before (3)
22. Grafham, for example (9)
24. British supplier of fishing

tackle (8)
25. Condensed water

vapour (3)
26. Boring tool (3)
29. Oliver _ _ _ _ _ _ _,

trout-fishing author (7)
33. Add these to a damselfly

pattern (4)
34. Fish with live insects (3)
36. Salmon’s resting place (3)

TROUT & SALMON – SEPTEMBER CROSSWORD

Find out more about  
the full range of Guideline  
rods and tackle at  
www.guideline.no

Terms and Conditions The winners will receive the prizes as stated above. If for any reason beyond the promoter’s control it is not possible to provide the stated prize, the promoter reserves the right to award an 
alternative prize of no lesser value. The promoter’s choice of prize is final. There is no cash alternative available. No entries can be returned and the promoter will enter into no correspondence. Prize draw takes place 
on August 30 and the winners will be notified within 14 days of the draw. The winners will be chosen at random from the correct entries received. We reserve the right to use the winners in any publicity. No employees 
of Guideline or other companies involved in this promotion are eligible to enter. The Editor’s decision is final. The promoter excludes responsibility for applications that are lost/delayed/incomplete. A list of winners is 
available from Trout and Salmon, Media House, Lynchwood, Peterborough PE2 6EA, upon receipt of an SAE. For full competition terms and conditions please go to: www.bauerlegal.co.uk/competition-terms.html  
For our Privacy Policy visit www.bauerdatapromise.co.uk. Bauer Media Group consists of Bauer Consumer Media Ltd, Bauer Radio Ltd and H. Bauer Publishing Ltd.

C O M P E T I T I O N  
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6 Name  .........................................................................

Address  .....................................................................

.....................................................................................

.....................................................................................

..................................................................................... 

Postcode.. ..................................................................

E-mail* .......................................................................

.....................................................................................

Tel ...............................................................................

Cut out and post this coupon to: SEPTEMBER
CROSSWORD, Trout & Salmon, Media House,
Lynchwood, Peterborough PE2 6EA. Entries to arrive
no later than AUGUST 30. Photocopied entries are not
acceptable. *Please complete the form so that Bauer
Media Group (publisher of Trout & Salmon) can keep
you up-to-date by email and free mobile messaging
with fantastic offers and promotions. We promise that
you can unsubscribe at any time if you don’t find them
interesting and you’ll only get messages about things
that we’ve chosen especially for you from ourselves
and our network of great partners whose products
and services we think you’ll enjoy.

YOUR DETAILS

AGUIDELINE 
SWITCH ROD

23

16

The winner of this month’s crossword competition will receive 

a fantastic Guideline LXi switch rod. The convenient five-piece 

blank is fitted with REC Recoil stripper and single-leg rings. 

This is an accurate rod, capable of casting good distances, that 

will suit most casters. It will make an excellent addition to your 

quiver of salmon and sea-trout rods.

The LXi is a great tool for fishing in lower summer flows 

or on smaller, overgrown streams. With an increasing trend 

towards shorter rods, switch rods are becoming more and 

more popular. The LXi is best teamed with a short 

shooting-head such as the Guideline Power 

Taper Compact and it is 

rated for a 24-28 gram  

(370-432 grain) head.

PRIZE 
WORTH

£599
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Order online: www.johnnorris.co.uk or call 01768 864211

Greys Platinum 
Fly Lines

U  

2’ 9’ 22’ 12’ 45’

Greys GRXi Series Fly Lines

U  
U   

U   

U  

SPECIAL

OFFER

SPECIAL

OFFER

NEW SHAKESPEARE Oracle Skagit Fly Rods

When to use Skagit Rods and Lines
U 

U 

U 

U 

Offer Price
£104.99

Features:
U 
U 
U 
U 

FREE
Airfl o G2 
Skagit Compact 
Shooting Head 
Worth £44.99



Visit our shop: 21 Victoria Road, Penrith, Cumbria, CA11 8HP.

Postage - UK Mainland   

Rods £6.95 Lines £3.95

Highlands, Islands and Northern Ireland £9.95

Offer Price
£15.99    
£18.49   

U
U
U
U
U

SHAKESPEARE Sigma Fly Rods

50%
OFF

U 
U  
U  
U 
U  

SHAKESPEARE Agility Fly Rods
Offer Price

£29.99   
£29.99   
£29.99   
£29.99   

50%
OFF

ON OUR EX DEMO FLY RODS:
johnnorris.co.uk/shop/ty_1477-ex-demo

70% OFF SALMON FLIES
WHILE STOCKS LAST 

www.johnnorris.co.uk/shop/ty_1491-salmon

SAVE UP TO 50%

BIGGEST EVER FISHING TACKLE 
CLEARANCE SALE UP TO 80% OFF
www.johnnorris.co.uk/shop/ty_733-fishing-tackle 

U  
U  
U
U
U
U

Offer Price
£104.99
£110.99
£119.99  

SHAKESPEARE Oracle Scandi Fly Rods

FREE
Airflo Rage  
Hover Compact  
Shooting Head 
Worth £44.99



Cottages and 
sea-trout

The unpronounceable (to most) 
Glanrhyd-Y-Pysgod at 

Maesycrugiau is an 80-acre 
property with an extended 
traditional four-bedroom 

farmhouse, four holiday cottages,  
a purpose-dug trout lake, and a 

mile of single-bank fishing  
on the River Teifi. 

Set in unspoilt countryside  
12 miles north of Carmarthen and 

eight from Lampeter, 13 miles 
inland of New Quay on Cardigan 

Bay, it has been in the possession of 
the current owners since the 1980s. 

The business focus is on fishing, 
with the cottages available to rent 

32 weeks of the year to tie in  
with the fishing seasons.

The lake, built some 20 years 
ago, covers approximately 1.8 acres 

with a maximum depth of 12 ft,  
and is stocked with brown  

and rainbow trout. 
The Teifi offers some of the best 
salmon and sea-trout fishing in 
Wales, and the stretch running 
through the estate has seven 

named pools. There are also brown 
trout and the occasional grayling.

The letting cottages are in a 
block of converted farm buildings 
adjacent to the farmhouse, two 

accommodating two people and 
the other pair up to four guests. All 

have kitchen facilities, reception 
areas, and bath or shower 

rooms. Other outbuildings include 
a tack room, Dutch barn/workshop 
and a fishing hut. The farmland is 

currently let on a three-year 
tenancy that expires in September 
2017. Fenn Wright (01206 216 555) 

has set a guide price of £1.25m.

SECLUDED BEAT 
ON THE COQUET

Deep pockets are needed to buy an unheralded estate in 
Northumberland with good salmon and sea-trout fishing

The hall has 15 bedrooms and a ballroom. Three miles of fishing and more than 40 pools.

The Teifi and lake at Maesycrugiau.

Lodge pool is one of the best at Guyzance. Big spring sea-trout are caught most years.

DEREK BINGHAM REPORTS ON HOUSES WITH FISHING FOR SALE

P R O P E R T Y
Do you have a property with fishing for sale? E-mail: troutandsalmon@bauermedia.co.uk
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The Guyzance Fishery on the Coquet in 
Northumberland is one of the many 
features of the sale of Guyzance Hall, a 
spectacular estate in Northumberland, 
eight miles from Alnwick and 28  
from Newcastle upon Tyne.

The second fishery up from the tide, it 
extends to 3¼ miles of double and single 
bank with 34 named pools and spring, 
summer and early autumn runs.  
Lightly fished in recent years it has an 
eight-year average to 2015 of 72.25 
salmon and grilse (112 in 2010) and 
21.37 sea-trout (129 in 2012).

At the centre of the estate is the Hall 

itself, a commercially-managed period 
house with four main reception rooms, 
including an Edwardian ballroom,  
a snooker room, domestic and 
commercial kitchens, and 15 bedrooms, 
all with bathrooms.

Outside there are formal, walled and 
woodland gardens, a tennis court, six 
cottages, estate buildings and a farm 
steading with development potential, 
extending to 323 acres. 

The joint agents, Knight Frank’s 
Lauder office (01578 722 814) and GSC 
Grays of Barnard Castle (01833 637 000) 
ask £6 million.

£6,000,000

£1,250,000



Desirable 
Highland lodge

Scallasaig Lodge, built in the late 1800s as a 
hunting lodge for the Scallasaig Estate that 
lay between Arnisdale and Glen Shiel forest, 
is situated at Glenelg at the bottom end of 
Glen More, 25 miles from Kyle of Lochalsh. 

There are three reception rooms and a study, 
four main bedrooms, two bathrooms and a 
shower room and two attic rooms. Gardens 
and grounds extend to 13 acres and include 

ponds, an old orchard and paddocks.
In addition it has the lease on the sporting 

rights over 1,917 acres on the neighbouring 
estate until 2921, which currently yields about 

six stags and six hinds a year.
The Lodge also owns a 547-yard stretch  

on the Glenmore River in addition to double- 
and single-bank fishing rights beyond its 
boundaries, extending to four miles in all. 
There is a ten-year average of six salmon  

and grilse and seven sea-trout.  
£595,000 is asked by Knight Frank’s 

Edinburgh office (0131 222 9600).

Salmon fishing on the Tay comes 
with the sale of the Baldarroch 
Estate at Murthly in Perthshire. 
Situated four miles from Stanley 
and 13 from Perth and set in about 
136 acres, this Scots baronial house 
is thought to have been built in 
around 1890. Once part of the 
extensive Ballathie Estate, it was the 
site of a sporting lodge during the 
latter part of the 19th century before 
it was largely rebuilt on a lavish 
scale by the Middleton family.

Accommodation includes four 
reception rooms, seven bedrooms 
and six bathrooms, of which four 
are ensuite. There is also an integral 
three-bedroom flat. A former Coach 
House with covered courtyard 
includes a three-bedroom flat and 
there is a two-bedroom Gate Lodge.

Gardens include a tennis court 
and a large orangery with an open-
plan reception room, a kitchen,  
a lunch room and a shower room. 
There is roe and fallow stalking  
and a small pheasant shoot.

The Baldarroch beat comprises  
¾ mile of single right bank on the 
lower reaches of the middle Tay, 
downstream from Kercock and 
upstream from the Murthly and 
Glendelvine beats, some of the most 
prolific on the middle Tay. There are 
five named pools and a fishing hut.

Current and previous owners of 
Baldarroch have kept the fishing 
predominantly for private use. In 
2015, 11 salmon were caught. Three 
rods are let to a syndicate and the 
retained estate rod is let on a daily 
basis, providing additional revenue. 
Knight Frank’s Edinburgh office 
(0131 222 9600) asks £1,695,000.

Become a Tay laird
Grand home near Perth with salmon fishing and stalking

Celebrations to mark the 150th  
anniversary of Beatrix Potter’s birth 
this summer coincide with the sale of 
the leasehold of Esthwaite Water at 
Hawkshead in Cumbria.

Extending to 285 acres between  
Lake Windermere and Coniston Water, 
Esthwaite is close to her 17th century 
farmhouse home, Hill Top, and 
provided inspiration for some of the 
characters she created. Today the lake is 
a tourist attraction based around 
fishing, watching ospreys, a café, art 
exhibitions, and car parking, including 

for those visiting Hill Top. Some 
100,000 come to the farmhouse 
annually. Accounts to the end of March 
this year showed business turnover at 
the lake in excess of £130,000, and an 
operating profit of £25,000.

Planning permission has been 
granted to double the size of the café.

Three years ago the lake held the 
record for the largest pike caught in 
England at 46 lb. Brown trout over 13 lb 
have also been caught. Fenn Wright 
(01206 216 555) asks £100,000,  
plus £15,000 annual rental.

Chance to lease the home of Jeremy Fisher

Rights on Glenmore River extend four miles.

Esthwaite Water: fishing for trout and pike.

Scallasaig Lodge has 13 acres of grounds.

The splendid baronial Baldarroch House.

The house has a 
short reach of the 

prolific lower-
middle river. 
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£1,695,000

£595,000

£100,000



Kelso

Whiteadder

Water
Duns

North Sea

Coldstream

Tweed

Till

A1 South
to Newcastle

Berwick
upon Tweed

Norham

A1 North
to Edinburgh

Bluestone

äÇÇnÇÊxäxäx£ÊUÊÃ>����JL�ÕiÃÌ��iwÊÃ���}°V�°Õ�

Satnav location
TD15 1TT

MAKE                   YOUR SALMON FISHING DESTINATION

Membership & Let Rods
Tuition with all equipment
Groups & Corporate Days
Spring, summer & autumn

lets for up to 3 rods

on the Whiteadder Water,
Tweed’s first tributary

bluestonefishing.co.uk

Scourie Hotel Scourie, 
Lairg Sutherland IV27 4SX

Call. 01971 502396 | Visit. scouriehotel.com

Lose yourselves in the beauty and 
wilderness of the Scottish Highlands with 

MHU[HZ[PJ�Ä�ZOPUN�VU�[OL
Scourie Hotel’s hill lochs.

Boats are available on Loch Stack & 
Loch More. Enjoy superb accommodation 

HM[LY�H IYPSSPHU[�KH`»Z�Ä�ZOPUN�

Contact us now for details & offers.

Our fl ies are made with passion for you to use with pride.

Beautiful fl ies | Simply done well.

Contact us for our latest list.

Also your favourite fl ies copied for you to enjoy.

01764 670150       info@silver-doctor.co.uk
www.silver-doctor.co.uk

BOWDEN SPRINGS 
FISHERY
Bowden Springs Fishery presents a rare opportunity to acquire 

an established trout fi shery and holiday cottage business in 

idyllic surroundings, only 20 miles from Edinburgh.

12 HOME STREET, EDINBURGH EH3 9LY

0131 290 2350 • WWW.IME.CO.UK

� FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @IMEPROPERTY

APPROX. 11.5 ACRES, INCLUDING TWO FORMER 
RESERVOIRS AND 7,500 SQ FT OF ACCOMMODATION

○ Guide Price £950,000

○ Contact Iain Mercer:
Tel. 0131 290 2350 or email. iain.mercer@ime.co.uk

FOR SALE
B U S I N E S S  A N D  L I F E S T Y L E  O P P O R T U N I T Y

River Orchy Fishing

Please visit website –
___�ZQ^MZWZKPaÅ[PQVO�_MJ[�KWU

Booking via Fishpal or Loch Awe Stores
01838 200200

DALMALLY BEATS

Salmon fishing
available for single

rods/parties.

May until 31st October.

Bed and Breakfast, Self Catering and
Fully Catered accommodation for up to 10 people.

Glamping & Camping accommodation also available

to support our 3/4 Mile Trout & Salmon Fishery.
Easy access to the Wye, Usk, Ithon, Irfon and Lugg fi sheries.

www.racquetyfarm.com or call: 01497 821520
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WATERS TO  

FISH AND FLIES  

TO TRY THIS 

MONTH

The only monthly record of catches and news from the major 
fisheries of England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland
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S C O T L A N D

45 Alness
46 Annan
47 Ayr
48 Beauly
49 Borgie
50 Brora
51 Carron
52 Cassley
53 Clyde
54 Conon
55 Cree & Bladnoch
56 Aberdeenshire Dee
57 Deveron
58 Aberdeenshire Don
59 Doon 
60 Earn
61  Forss
62 North & South Esks
63 Findhorn
64 Girvan
65 Halladale
66 Helmsdale
67 Irvine
68 Kirkaig & Inver

1 Llyn Alaw
2 Artro
3  Bewl
4  Llyn Brenig
5 Bristol waters
6 Conwy
7 Coquet
8 Cornwall
9 Dee & Clwyd
10 Derbyshire waters
11 Cumbrian Derwent
12 Devon
13 Dovey
14 Dwyfor
15 Eden
16 Border Esk
17 Esthwaite Water
18 Eyebrook
19 Glaslyn
20 Grafham
21 Hanningfield
22 Llandegfedd
23 Lune

24 Isle of Man
25 Mawddach & Wnion
26 Pitsford
27 Ravensthorpe
28 Ribble & Hodder
29 Rutland Water
30 Seiont, Gwyrfai  
 & Llyfni
31 Severn
32 South-west Wales
33 Talyllyn
34 Tees
35 Till
36 Towy
37 Tyne
38 Usk
39 Lake Vyrnwy
40 Wear
41 Wessex waters
42 Wye
43 Yorkshire Esk
44 Yorkshire waters
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88 Lough Arrow
89 Bandon
90 Beltra
91 Blackwater (Cork)
92 Upper Caragh
93 Lough Carra
94 Carrowmore Lake
95 Cong
96 Conn & Cullin
97 Lough Corrib
98 Costello & Fermoyle
99 Lough Currane
100 Delphi

101 Drowes & L. Melvin
102 Erriff
103 Feale
104 Finn
105 Galway Weir
106 Inagh
107 Kylemore Abbey
108 Laune
109 Lennon
110 Lough Mask
111 Moher Lough
112 Moy
113 Screebe

114 Lough Sheelin
115 Slaney
116 Suir

N O R T H E R N    

 I R E L A N D

117 Ballinderry
118 Bush
119 Bann 
120 Mourne
121 Sixmilewater
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England  
& Wales
BORDER ESK

SPORT GOT under way in mid to 
late June, with sea-trout 
populating the major pools. 
Catches were good during the 
day when there was a little 
water, but when the river 
dropped the night-fishers  
had the best sport.

The river was very short of 
water during much of June but a 
good rise on June 20, when the 
river rose to over a foot at 
Canonbie, set fish running and 
anglers did well.

Reported catches from the 
Willow Pool and Cauldron
included John Hawkes with 
sea-trout of 2 lb 8 oz, 2 lb and  
1 lb. John Scott caught one of  
2 lb 8 oz. Geoff Harvey had sea-
trout of 2 lb, 2 lb 8 oz and  
2 lb 8 oz. Colin Hudson had one 
of 2 lb 8 oz, while Mick Horner 
had sea-trout of 2 lb,  
2 lb 8 oz and 1 lb 8 oz.

On the Cauldron, John 
Croasdall landed a 14 lb salmon 
on spinner. Kevin Edwards 
caught a 9 lb salmon on an Irish 
Shrimp fly in the Willow pool, 
followed by another of 10 lb on 
the Cauldron on a Flying C. Ike 
Wilkinson caught a 3 lb sea-
trout on the Willow pool.

On the Hollows beat, 
Richard Oliver landed a 3 lb  
sea-trout on a No 3 Mepps.

On the Gilnockie Tower
beat, Phil Pearce had sea-trout 
of 2 lb 12 oz and 1 lb 8 oz in the 
Crooked pool on a Silver Stoat’s 
Tail double. Julian Ferguson 
Davey caught a 2 lb 12 oz sea-
trout on a No 2 Mepps. R. Oliver 
had sea-trout of 1 lb 4 oz,  
2 lb 8 oz, 2 lb, 1 lb 4 oz and 1 lb 
from the Crooked pool and 
Dunk. Nicholas Marsden had 
sea-trout of 1 lb 4 oz and  
2 lb 4 oz, both from  
the Crooked pool.

Out on Lower Irvine 
House, John Murray landed 
sea-trout of 2 lb 8 oz, 3 lb  
and 3 lb on spinner.

On the Mid beat, Nick 
Wilcox caught sea-trout of  
1 lb 8 oz, 1 lb 8 oz, 2 lb 12 oz,  
2 lb, 1 lb 12 oz and 2 lb 4 oz. His 
best places were the Boat pool 
and Island Stream. Steven 
Mitchell landed a 2 lb 8 oz sea-
trout in the Tarras Flat and a 4 lb 
sea-trout in the Mid pool. Cyril 
Gaskell took a 2 lb 12 oz sea-
trout in the Boat pool, while 
Drew Murray caught sea-trout 

of 1 lb, 1 lb and 3 lb 8 oz in the 
Boat pool. Ian Hewartson 
caught sea-trout of 2 lb 8 oz,  
2 lb, 2 lb, 1 lb 8 oz and 2 lb 8 oz 
from the Island Stream and Boat 
pool. Shaun Parker landed a  
3 lb 8 oz sea-trout in the Boat 
pool. Stoat’s Tail and  
Silver Stoat’s Tail were the  
productive patterns.

Out on Tyneside Anglers’ 
Syndicate’s Longwood beat, 
David Bowe caught the river 
just right as it was falling and 
clearing. He landed a 9 lb 8 oz 
salmon and a 3 lb sea-trout on 
fly and then lost two more. – 
BORDER ROD.

BRISTOL 
WATERS

WE HAVE had some strange 
gatherings of fish around the 
dam area of Chew for the past 
several weeks. Of course there 
have been the usual comments 
about pike herding them there, 
but that seems unlikely. Every 
time a cage is opened and the 
fish swim free, the wind tends 
to be blowing towards the dam 
and the fish just swim down 
that way. There is plenty of food 
in the area too, so why  
not stay there?  

Some days in June the fish 
had a lot of daphnia in them, 
and on really cloudy and warm 
days they had masses of small 
midge – usually green ones that 
really get the trout cruising and 
feeding on the surface. There 
are also a lot of damsel nymphs 
close to Walley Bank. Usually 
the trout show no interest in 
these on Chew. But this season, 
for the first time in all of my 
years fishing Chew, the trout 
are eating damsel nymphs! 

Corixa also feature heavily in 
the diet of the fish currently, so, 
as long as you are over 
weedbeds and in generally 
shallow areas you will have a 
chance of catching these fish.  I 
find that fishing my small dry-
flies is the best way to catch 
them. Many years ago I did well 
with red dry-flies – fairly bright 
ones – but now I opt for a claret 
fly most of the time.

Towards the end of June I 
started to encounter fish that 
were feeding on larval leeches. 
These invertebrates are all but 
impossible to imitate and most 
of the anglers who go for the 
fish feeding on these creatures 
tend to Boobies. I stick with dry-
flies and just make sure that I 
cover one fish at a time. There 
always seem to be lots of fish in 
the areas with these leeches 

and it is easy to do a “general” 
cast in the middle of a bunch of 
trout and expect one of them to 
take the fly. As is the case with 
the evening rise, when there 
may be a bundle of fish taking 
buzzer as they hatch, it is 
imperative to cast accurately 
and aim for just one fish. 

In JUne I have caught fish off 
Wick, in Herriotts, at Stratford, 
at Moreton, in Herons, off 
Nunnery, in Villice, across the 
middle and over the False 
Island. In other words, almost all 
parts of the lake. I have not 
managed any from Hollow 
Brook or the North Shore area, 
but I heard that Paul Davidson 
had some fine fish by the 
second picnic area at  
the end of June.

Bank anglers have had a lot 
of success on Walley bank. I 
have also heard of fish being 
caught on Wick, Woodford and 
the Stones at Nunnery. The 
bank-fishing in early morning 
and late evening has been quite 
amazing. One of my pals tells 
me that there are fish feeding 
on sedge late on (and this is 
surely another first for Chew).

In the last week of June I 

fished in the evening, and 
around nine o’clock there was 
the biggest hatch of caenis I 
have ever seen on the lake. Only 
one fish was taking these flies. I 
covered it and it took.  By 9 pm 
we were struggling to breathe, 
and the caenis were behind our 
glasses, in our ears, crawling all 
over our faces, and generally 
being such a pest that we 
packed up 20 minutes early. I 
wonder if the trout feed on the 
spent flies early in the morning 
as they do on the big loughs in 
Ireland. I will never find out, as 
we are not allowed to start 
fishing until about 9 am.

I have seen some enormous 
fish feeding on the surface in 
the past couple of weeks. But, 
as ever, they are pretty shy and 
it is difficult to get close enough 
to present a fly to them. When 
we get some settled weather 
(maybe I should say “if”), I am 
really confident that we will 
have some of the best fishing 

for years. Between Stratford 
and Herriotts there are some 
very big fish lurking!

Catch to date: 8,594 fish to 
2081 rods; a rod average of  
4.13 fish per person at an 
average weight of 2 lb 10 oz.

Until the last week of June I 
had not fished Blagdon this 
season. I generally find that the 
fish in Blagdon are less likely to 
rise to dry-flies and so I spend 
most of my days on Chew. 
However, I heard reports that 
there were decent numbers of 
rising trout over there, so I have 
paid a few visits. The fishing 
has been excellent! As with 
Chew, the fish are mostly eating 
three invertebrates:  corixa, 
damsel nymphs and larval 
leeches.  So, as on Chew, my 
small dry-flies are producing 
some lovely fish. Long drifts at 
Top End have been great and 
sport has been good so long as 
you are near to the weed.

Any part of the lake with 
weedbeds is worth fishing. 
Keep close if you are in a boat 
and, especially if there is decent 
cloud cover, expect some sport. 
Favourite areas are Top End, off 
Green Lawn and Pipe Bay. I have 
also had fish over in Rugmoor 

and off Peg’s Point. Some days 
the dam fishes well and if there 
are good wind-lanes this can be 
as good an area as any. There 
are plenty of decent brown trout 
in among the rainbows. Recent 
trips have produced an average 
weight of fish well over  
3 lb for my clients.

Bank anglers are enjoying 
great sport in several areas – 
especially Rainbow Point. If the 
wind is right, the north side of 
the lake is also good (though of 
late we have had fairly 
consistent south-westerly 
winds) so don’t dismiss any of 
the weed along that side.

I believe many of the regulars 
have been doing well enough 
with washing-line tactics,  
while some prefer to fish  
Blobs. As ever, a couple of 
Diawl Bachs on the cast  
could do as well as anything. 
There are plenty of fish feeding 
well in the lake at the moment 
and I anticipate that  
this will carry on until the water 
gets too warm.

Catch to date: 9,051 fish  
to 2,144 rods; a rod average of 
4.22 at an average weight  
of 2 lb 9 oz. –  
MARTIN COTTIS.
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G & H Sedge
Hook Size 8-12   Thread Green or tan   Underbody Olive/brown 
seal’s fur   Body Natural deer hair spun in bunches and clipped 

to shape   Hackle Red game cock hackle    
Antennae Stripped hackle stalks

A H

Chew trout 
feed on 
damsels for 
first time



F I S H I NG  R E P ORT S England and WalesF I S H I NG  R E P ORT S England and Wales

Llewellyn has lost a record 
number of sea-trout in June and 
was surprised to find that the 
one fish which he managed to 
get to the net was a 7 lb salmon. 

Further down from here, 
below Gower’s Bridge, I hear of 
sea-trout to 3 lb caught on the 
fly at the top of the Plas 
Madoc beat. The top pool of 
this beat, Titler’s, bends round 
nicely into the Signal Box pool 
and, with the water lowish, an 
angler can wade round this 
bend, casting into what 
traditionally has been held to be 
one of the best sea-trout 
holding areas on the river. In the 
middle of this beat, salmon have 
been seen moving in the Stake 
and Pompryn pools, which are 
better known as salmon holding 
areas and the Stake, in 
particular, is ideal for the shrimp 
in lower water with fish that 
have come in on the tide.

I remain at maxcoventry@
aol.com or please leave a 
message on 01352 720 152. – 
MAX COVENTRY.

COQUET

THE RIVER was at summer level 
for much of June, which made 
salmon fishing challenging. A 
few fish were caught on the 
Federation waters in the Felton 
area. Salmon of 6 lb, 7 lb and  
8 lb were reported. The bright 
days made a stealthy approach 
necessary. K. Mather landed a 
sea-liced 12 lb 8 oz salmon  
in the Black Bridge to  
the Swans area. 

Access for salmon at 
Pauperhaugh Bridge should now 
be easier in low water after the 
work that has been carried out.

I also heard of a few fish 
slightly further upriver than 
Felton, so odd ones are moving 
upstream, even in the low 
water. A wet spell towards the 
end of June improved sport. 

The heaviest salmon to date 
was caught by James Tocker, 
who had a fish of 14 lb 12 oz 
from the Swan’s Neck. Several 
other fish were reported. Sea-
trout were running and several 
were caught on the Felton beat. 

Early autumn fishing can be 
very good given plenty of water. 
– DAVID CARRICK.

CORNWALL

THE WEATHER has generally 
been fine and warm on the 
South West Lakes trout 
fisheries with some very humid 
days and the occasional heavy 
downpour – ideal conditions for 

CONWY

THROUGHOUT THE first half of 
June the river stayed low and 
few catches were reported with 
the main runs of migratory fish 
still to come. However, wet 
weather in the middle of the 
month raised water levels to  
1.2 m on the Cwm Llanerch 
gauge and then subsequent 
downpours pushed the level up 
to a 2.5 m flood on the 19th. 

This encouraged a run of 
salmon, with some big fish 
among them, as well as bringing 
in reasonable numbers of sea- 
trout. As I write (June 29), levels 
have been good for the fly for 
some days, but now further rain 
is pushing the water up again. 

Russell Mee hit the jackpot: 
fishing a worm on upper 
Gwydyr waters on June 20 
when the water was still high 
but falling, he had four salmon 
and lost others. Russ had fish of 
8 lb and 7 lb from the Blue pool 
– that beautiful pool at the 
bottom of the Lledr just before 
it joins Tyn y Cae – then salmon 
of 14 lb and 12 lb (both released) 
from the point by the fishing hut 
in Tyn y Cae itself. I hear that, 
among fish lost on that day, one 
was certainly over 20 lb.

This top part of the upper 
Gwydyr beat has also been 

productive for sea-trout fly-
fishers. Graham Lockett had a  
5 lb sea-trout and two 2 lb fish 
from Tyn y Cae, and Stuart 
Davies a five-pounder from the 
tail of this pool on his second 
cast of the season. In higher 
water Ian Williams caught  
a 4 lb sea trout from the  
Blue pool on a spinner.

On the Beaver Grove beat 
sea-trout have been seen 
jumping in the Firs pool and 
Frank Lysak caught a 3 lb fish on 
fly from the head of this bend in 
the river. With a small, but keen, 
membership this syndicate has 
been recently reinvigorated and 
I hope to report good catches 
from other pools along this 
right-bank beat this season.

On the lower of the Gwydyr 
beats a few sea-trout have been 
caught in Hafod, but, a bit earlier 
in the season, Stuart Davies, 
fishing a fly around the Willow 
pool, released a huge brown 
trout estimated at 6 lb. The 
Willow pool is at the bottom of 
that large easterly bend of the 
river above the railway crossing, 
which itself is just above the 
famous Wall pool.

Downstream, on the 
Llanrwst town beat, Sam Lees 
has had sea-trout to 3 lb and 
Jack Williams fish to 2 lb. Also 
on the fly at night Stuart 

hatches and terrestrials, with 
dry-flies performing well on 
calmer days. Water 
temperatures are around  
17-18 deg C and rising, and 
levels are still full or fairly high.

Catches at Siblyback
dropped slightly over June, but 
still showed a respectable 
average of 2.8 fish per angler, 
which included a number of 
brown and blue trout. While fish 
are still looking upwards to feed 
(with Hoppers, Bibios, Beetles, 
and dry Sedges catching fish), 
most fish have been caught on 
nymphs (especially Diawl 
Bachs, Buzzers, Damsels and 
Pheasant Tails) fished just under 
the surface using sink-tip or 
intermediate lines. Pulled 
Tadpoles, Fritz patterns, 
Cormorants and Cat’s Whiskers 
did well on sinking lines when 
the fish were in deeper water. 
With bank anglers enjoying 
more success than the boats, 
the most productive areas 
included Stocky Bay, the North 

Shore, and Two Meadows. The 
best fish of the month was a  
5 lb 2 oz rainbow, caught  
by Mr N. Fox.

Stithians continues to fish 
well, anglers averaging 2.9 fish 
per rod, including a number of 
hard-fighting blue trout and fish 
well spread out. With plenty of 
flies and beetles about, the fish 
are feeding keenly and coming 
up to a variety of dry patterns 
such as Hawthorns, black 
Hoppers, Foam Beetles, Black 
and Peacock Spiders, and Sedge 
patterns. Nymphs (Damsels, 
Diawl Bachs, Buzzers, and 
Montanas) fished on sink-tip 
lines have also produced good 
catches. Pipe Bay, Mossops, 
Pub Bay, and Yellowort have 
fished well, as has the deeper 
water by the dam. The best fish 
of the month was a 4 lb 3 oz 
rainbow, caught by  
Mr G. Antcliff from Camborne.

Rods at Drift have averaged 
2.5 fish per angler, with float-
tubers enjoying considerable 
success when fishing midwater 
at the dam end. Bank anglers 
found most fish from the north 
bank and around the dam area. 

Apart from a few fish coming up 
to black gnats, most have been 
feeding sub-surface and caught 
on Black and Peacock Spider 
variants, Buzzers, green Diawl 
Bachs, and Crunchers; deeper 
fish have fallen to pulled dark or 
black lure patterns.

With the weather warming 
up and the arrival of long-
awaited rain in mid June the 
Fowey was in an ideal state for 
fresh sea-trout and salmon to 
run throughout the catchment. 
As a result, sea-trout to 4 lb 
were regularly taken on fly at 
night and on spinners during the 
day; fresh grilse (of 4 lb-6 lb) 
were also reported, falling 
mainly to spinners in falling 
water. The river still looks in fine 
condition and it is hoped that 
the summer peal run will appear 
shortly, July usually showing a 
marked increase in sea-trout 
numbers – albeit smaller fish. 
Many of the bigger fish have 
now run up the river and are 
safely in the sanctuary areas 
managed by the Fowey River 
Association. The Glynn Valley 
syndicate beat has not seen 
much activity, but member  
Alan Hawken lost an energetic 
small fish and then had  
one of 1 lb 8 oz.

There is little to report on the 
Lynher. A small coloured spate 
in early June did not trigger any 
sizeable run of sea-trout. The 
number of sea-trout in the river 
remains disappointing for this 
time of year, and low, clear 
water makes fishing difficult. 
One or two salmon have been 
reported, although it is  
too early to assess the likely  
run for this year. 

There has been little activity 
on the Inny. However, spates 
during June, although taking a 
long time to fine down, did at 
last clean the stones and 
re-oxygenate the tired and low 
Tamar! Ian Elford fished the 
Netherbridge beat on the Tamar 
before the heavy rain, and 
although struggling to find any 
decent trout, was rewarded 
with a specimen grayling at 
Carey Foot that measured  
20 inches. Colin Hookway 
connected with a 4 lb grilse and 
a week later landed a really 
fresh 7 lb salmon on the Tamar. 
Andy Blackie also reported that 
he had banked three fresh 
salmon on the Tamar. 

The Tresarrett Fishery 
(Tresarrett Manor) beat on the 
Camel produced a nice 9 lb 8 oz 
salmon and a 3 lb 8 oz sea-trout 
at the end of June; both  
were caught by Gary  

A FISHERY TO TRY  
THIS MONTH

Kandahar, River Ruel
The Ruel is a classic west coast spate-river. From its confluence 
with the Garvie Burn it is fishable for about 12 miles as it flows 
through Glendaruel and into Loch Riddon.

Fishing activity during the past few years has been very low, 
but now for the first time day-tickets are available to fish for 
salmon, sea-trout and brown trout. 

A re-stocking programme using broodstock caught in the 
river has been carried out, and during the past two years there 
have been encouraging signs that the number of salmon and 
sea-trout are increasing significantly and some very good fish 
have been released. Prospects are excellent when the  
river is in spate.

Day-tickets for salmon and sea-trout cost from £20 
Contact Tom Carter, FishPal. Tel: 01573 470 612 
Purchase tickets online at www.fishpal.com/Scotland/
Argyll/Kandahar
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Good water 
on Fowey 
produces sea-
trout to 4 lb



Marshall of the Blisland Inn. 
Fishing the BAA beat at 

Tresarrett at 5.45 am on June 
21, with the water coloured a 
perfect amber, I caught my 
biggest-ever brown trout on a 
black-and-gold 7 cm Rapala 
Countdown: it weighed 4 lb 8 oz.

Butterwell Farm Fishery had 
a quiet start to June, but 
fishing got going following the 
big tides and an unusually big 
spate in mid month. After a few 
early losses, including a 
particularly big fish, some good 
sea-trout were caught on night 
fly. To date (July 1) there are 
21 fish in the book and all but 
two were returned. Weights 
ranged from 14 oz to a very 
fresh, deep fish of 8 lb caught on 
a Stoat’s Tail variant by Rick 
Garrard, and returned. Most fish 
were between 1 lb 8 oz and 3 lb, 
and included some other very 
deep fish in excellent condition. 
Towards the end of the month 
there were signs that the peal 
run was starting, with fresh fish 
sighted each day, though not in 
large numbers. The river 
remains in excellent ply 
although the extra clear water 
is causing fish to move through 
quickly. We are now eagerly 
awaiting the big tides in early 
July but with no let-up in the jet 
stream we can expect the river 
to remain higher than usual.  

There does seem to be a 
reasonable movement of early 
salmon, which is very good 
news. They’ve been very hard to 
catch in the low, clear water but 
the Camel used never to have a 
spring/summer run of any 
consequence, so it’s good to see 
one developing over the past 
few years. During June there 
were five confirmed salmon 
catches on BAA water, with 
several others unconfirmed. The 
big worry is the lack of peal and, 
although the Camel is a 
notoriously “late-running” river, 
the few small schools of peal 
that should be there by now do 
not appear to be! –  
RICHARD BRISTOW.

CUMBERLAND 
DERWENT

SINCE MY last report we have 
had some rain over the 
catchment, but nothing to 
promote a significant rise in 
river levels. However, the 
several inches of water we did 
receive cleared most of the 
algal growth and was sufficient 
to encourage a few salmon into 
the lower system as well as a 
fair number of sea-trout. 

Few salmon anglers have 
been out, but I have had reports 
of at least one fish landed down 
at Workington and two more 
around Camerton, although 
whether the latter were caught 
by legitimate anglers is 
uncertain. There was also a pair 
of fish, one of which was at 
least in double figures, seen 
high upriver beneath Portinscale 
bridge. These may have been 
very big lake trout or more likely 
early salmon. One thing is 
definite and that is the 
encouraging numbers of sea-
trout around in the lower and 
middle river, with those few 
anglers out fishing having up to 
five fish per evening. Most are 
around the 3 lb mark but an 
occasional much bigger fish is 
to be expected.

An unusual capture was a 
well-mended kelt caught and 
photographed off the Fitz beat 
in early June. Lord knows where 
it has been and why it’s taking 
so long to get back to sea but 
we do live in strange times. 
Encouraging news comes from 
the upper river, where the EA 
smolt trap recorded well over 
1,000 smolts during the spring 
run and we have seen 
remarkable numbers of salmon 
parr moving around in the tails 
of many pools on the upper 
river. Even the River Greta 
above Keswick, which was so 
badly affected by the winter 

storms, is showing signs of 
recovery and one good local 
angler had more than a dozen 
wild trout from a short 
exploratory session around 
what is locally termed “Ground 
Zero”. Most were small but one 
escapee 3 lb rainbow gave him 
a real run around. This is the 
second such fish reported 
recently from around Keswick 
and one wonders where they 
have come from as we have 
few, if any, rainbow fisheries 
near the catchment.

With such positive news we 
can only hope the rest of the 
season continues in similar vein. 
After the recent poor years, an 
upturn would be very welcome 
indeed. – ERIC HOPE.

DEE  
AND CLWYD

IT LOOKS as though things are 
indeed looking up this year: we 
have fish at last.

Reports from the trap at 
Chester weir on the Dee 
suggest that the early run of 
salmon has been the best for 
many years, confirmed by the 
number of fish showing 
throughout the system. Ken 
Bathers of Llangollen Maelor 
Angling report that Alvin Evans 
lost a salmon estimated 
between 18 lb and 20 lb after 
playing it for ten minutes. Other 
successes were: Nick Jenkins, 
10 lb salmon on fly; Gary 
Schofield, 15-pounder on 
spinner;  Les Milner, 3 lb on 
spinner; Huw Evans, 11 lb on fly; 
and Andrew Wood, fish of 7 lb 
and 6 lb on spinner. It is great to 
report that all these fish  
were returned.

Alas Mike Stirk has nothing 
to report from Midland Fly 
Fishers’ waters as members 
have been reluctant to put much 
time in due to water conditions, 
although fish have been 
reported running their water. 

 Mick Bates confirms the 
following successes with 
salmon on Corwen and 
District AC water: Peter 
Astbury,  estimated 18 lb cock 
fish on fly from Taylors; Jimmy 
Taylor, 8 lb on spinner from 
Tyfos; Phil Jones, 8 lb hen from 
the Wharfe on spinner; John 
Barnett,  7 lb hen from the Chain 
on spinner; Peter Holbourne, 9 lb 
hen from the Chain on spinner; 
Phil Kearney, 15 lb hen from 
Gwnodl on spinner; and Brian 
Hayden, 15 lb hen from the 
Signal on spinner. All these  
fish were released.

The season’s first sea-trout, 
1 lb 8 oz, was caught by  
Rees Thomas on the Long Reach 
on dry-fly; Mick Bates had a 
3-pounder on a Rapala  
from the Signal.

Wirral Game Fishing Club
successes were as follows: 
John Cadwallader, 8 lb on fly 
from the Junction beat; Jenny 
Rocke, 9 lb fish from the same 
beat on worm; Arwyn Harper, 
10 lb from Rhagatt on fly; 
Gareth Barnett, 10 lb 8 oz on fly 
from Rhagatt; John Davies,  
10 lb fish from Bryn y Pys 2; 
David Scutter, 11 lb 8 oz from 
Rhagatt; Paul Collins, two sea-
trout of 2 lb from Chirk, both on 
fly; Bronislaw Budryk, 1 lb 12 oz 
from Bryn y Pys 2.

On the Clwyd and Elwy, 
following the sighting of a good 

salmon on the Junction beat, 
reported last month, there has 
been only one further sighting – 
a grilse on Maes Elwy, a Rhyl 
and St Asaph Angling Club beat 
on the lower river. There have, 
however, been reports of good 
runs of sea-trout in June’s 
higher than average water, so 
fish are now throughout the 
whole system,

The Vale of Clwyd Angling 
Club reports that Derren Jones 
had a 3 lb sea-trout. Kevin 
Davies took his 82-year-old 
father-in-law out for his first 
fishing trip. Kevin was delighted 
to catch a cracking 4 lb fish, but 
his father-in-law, Syd, topped it 
with a 4 lb 8 oz fish. Well done, 
Syd. There have been a number 
of other fish taken, mostly on 
spinner, but catches are down a 
little on last year, probably due 
to the lack of night-fishing in the 
coloured water.

Rob Burness took a pair of  
1 lb 8 oz fish from the 
Capenhurst Club water on the 
River Elwy. Derek Turner has 
taken the best fish so far, a 7 lb 
fish from the Cefn Estate
water.

From the Rhyl and St 
Asaph AC water at Pont Y 
Ddol, Shaun Foxon took a  
3 lb 4 oz fish on fly, and Joseph 
Lewis lost one of around  
2 lb 8 oz at Bryn Polyn. The club 
reports two rods landing 11 fish 
to 3 lb 12 oz on the Elwy. Mike 
Swift had three sea-trout to  
2 lb 12 oz on the Clwyd. Nigel 
Shaw has had his best sea-trout 
to date – a 2 lb fish on fly  
from the Elwy.

A petition has been started 
on the Welsh Government 
website about compulsory 
catch-and-release. At the time 
of writing (June 28) there are 
only 537 signatories, which is a 
real worry. If so few sign, the 
Welsh Government and NRW 
will assume that most anglers 
approve their proposal. I urge 

readers to sign the petition and 
encourage others to do the 
same. The link is: https://www.
assembly.wales/en/gethome/
epetitions/Pages/petitiondetail.
aspx?PetitionID=955 or if you 
find it easier go to www.cpwf.
co.uk  The link is on the front 
page. – ALLAN CUTHBERT.

DEVON

JUNE WAS was very much a 
month of two halves. The dry 
spell in early June saw river 
levels drop away and an 
improvement in the trout fishing 
but the weather became more 
unsettled as the month 
progressed, downpours 
producing several spates and on 
the last day of June some rivers 
were again in spate. 

Anglers on the Torridge
really benefited from the late-
June rain, which brought in 
good runs of both grilse and 
school peal. In the last week of 
the month ten salmon were 
reported, six of them from the 
Half Moon beats. Most were 
grilse around 5 lb but John 
Graham caught a salmon of  
12 lb at Brightlea. The same 
period produced over 30 sea-
trout, mostly for anglers at the 
Half Moon. Although a couple of 
3 lb fish were caught, most 
were school peal. Until the high 
water arrived, early June saw 
much-improved brown trout 
fishing with improved fly 
hatches, including Mayflies.

River levels at the Arundell 
Arms remained stubbornly low 
in the first half of June, despite 
some light rain and the forecast 
of more. Overnight on June 14 
and 15 a cloudburst hit the 
Tamar catchment, flooding 
roads and houses, with the river 
peaking at over 8 ft. Unsettled 
weather continued through the 
second half of June, with 
another spate of 5 ft and the 
river rising again at the end of 
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Derwent  
kelt caught  
in June
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the month. Salmon and sea-
trout took full advantage of this 
water, and so far stocks of 
migratory fish look very 
encouraging, with grilse and 
school peal running in the last 
few days of June. Arundell 
Arms rods had one salmon: a 
fish of 10 lb 8 oz for Alexander 
Jones from Quarry pool on the 
Tamar, taken on a tungsten 
Monkey tube. Another fish was 
lost and a couple missed, and 
other fish were seen showing 
on both the Tamar and Lyd. The 
sea-trout score was opened by 
Alan Madsen, who fished a 
Medicine to take a very fresh 
fish of  1 lb 8 oz at night on June 
5 from the Weir pool on Beat 3 
of the Lyd. A few nights later 
Alexander Jones followed this 
with an excellent fish of  
4 lb 8 oz on a Gurgler from 
Donkey pool on the Lyd. David 
Wallace had a 2 lb sea-trout 
from Logie pool on the Lyd’s 
bottom beat, taken by day in 
falling spate water on a Black 
Tadpole. The month’s sea-trout 
total reached 14, with four more 
from the hotel’s Endsleigh rods, 
the best at 20 inches for David 
Lynch on a Willie Gunn from 
Beech Tree pool. Trout fishing, 
which had been slow to get 
going during May, improved 
steadily in June, though the 
water was a bit high and 
coloured for much of the second 
half of the month. When it 
became fishable some good 
catches were made, Mike 
Haines taking 20 trout from 
Beat 9B on the Tamar, topped 
by a fish of 12 inches, all on a 
Tan Klinkhamer. The wild brown 
trout total for June was exactly 
300 fish, along with 13 grayling. 
Mayflies continued hatching 
steadily in small numbers and 
were still hatching at the end of 
the month. Blue-winged olives 
were also on the water and 
some big sedge hatches were 
taking place most afternoons. 

Fishing on the Tavy picked 
up in June, with a steady trickle 
of sea-trout coming through all 
month. Members of the Tavy, 
Walkham and Plym Fishing Club 
caught between 30 and 40 sea-
trout, with plenty of good-sized 
fish, all coming from below 
Tavistock. Bob Mountjoy had 
four fish between 2 lb 8 oz and  
4 lb 8 oz in five outings. One 
salmon of 11 lb 8 oz was 
released by John Shaw. Glyn 
Lloyd-Jones enjoyed some 
interesting and varied fishing on 
the TW&P water on the Plym, 
with a sea-trout of 4 lb at 
Shaugh, a brown trout of  

2 lb 4 oz from way up the river 
above Cadover Bridge and then, 
on June 30, a brown of about  
1 lb and his first school peal of 
the season at Shaugh.

On the lower Dart members 
of the Dart Angling Association 
caught their first salmon of the 
season. The first, of about  
7 lb 8 oz, was caught by Derek 
Myhill on June 16, followed by a 
fish estimated at 8 lb for Robin 
Thorne the next day – both 
taken on spinners. Sea-trout 
fishing slowed, with generally 
poor catches and a best fish of  
5 lb for Andrew Pierterse. 
Upstream on the Duchy of 
Cornwall fishery, very few 
anglers were fishing for  
sea-trout and only the odd fish 
was reported from the  
lower West Dart.

On the Teign members of 
the Lower Teign Fishing 
Association caught good 
numbers of sea-trout between  
2 lb and 3 lb, with the odd bigger 
fish. Mick Megee had four fish 
and Robert Dadd increased his 
season’s catch to around a 
dozen. On June 10 John Wilding 
had a sea-trout of 3 lb 8 oz and 
two fish of  2 lb. The only 
salmon reported was a fish of  
9 lb caught by Mark Hill at 
midnight while fishing for sea-

trout. June produced the first 
salmon of the season on the 
upper Teign, a fish of 9 lb, and 
sea-trout were reported  
to be present right up to  
Chagford Weir pool.

Salmon anglers on the Exe
had another quiet month, 
although fish were seen running 
in several places. Colin Pape 
found perfect conditions 
following rain earlier in the 
week and caught the first 
salmon of the season at 
Stuckeridge on June 23. It was a 
fresh hen salmon of about 7 lb 
and took a red-and-black tube-
fly fished on a fairly fast sinking 
10 ft tip on a floating line. Trout 
fishing improved on the 
Dulverton Angling Association 
water on the Little Exe and on 
the lower Barle as fly hatches 
improved in early June.

On the lower Taw at Huish 

Moor, June provided 
changeable conditions that 
ranged from extremely low 
water for a prolonged period to 
small dirty spates and then 
finally a decent rise. There were 
mixed fortunes as a result, but 
those guests who were in the 
right place at the right time had 
some sport. At the end of May, 
Nigel Noble caught a fresh 9 lb 
salmon while night-fishing for 
sea-trout. In early June, Michael 
Righton caught a 10 lb fresh hen 
salmon after perilously jumping 
off a high bank in order to carry 
on the fight. June provided a 
total of 14 sea-trout with the 
largest, 3 lb, caught by Steve 
Reid at night. There seemed to 
be a lack of bigger sea-trout in 
evidence during what is 
normally a productive month as 
most of the remainder were 
school peal, although  
Hugh Kellett managed a  
brace of fish over 2 lb. 

Some nice brown trout were 
caught on the Fox and Hounds 
water of the upper Taw in June. 
The highlight was a 17-inch 
trout caught by Hope Ingram on 
a Mayfly, and Gary Wiggins 
celebrated his birthday with a 
16-inch trout, also on a Mayfly. 
In total 113 trout were caught. 
With the end of Mayfly hatches, 
fish were starting to feed well 
on sedges. After the much-
needed rain migratory fish  
were starting to be seen  
in the hotel waters. 

The Westcountry Angling 
Passport beats saw a distinct 
upturn in the trout fishing in 
June with consistent sport 
despite the unsettled 
weather. The Dartmoor Fishery 
is known to fish well with a bit 
of extra water and this 
definitely seems to have been 
the case this year with plenty of 
brownies in the 10-inch to 
12-inch range. The largest 
reported for the month was a 
14-inch brown for Mr Peacock 
on the East Dart.  On the 
lowland rivers, most of the 
beats on the Tamar system have 
fished well, with Sydenham on 
the Lyd the pick of the bunch, 
producing good bags of trout 
and grayling as well as a peal by 
day for Mr Hart. As on many 
rivers this season, most of the 
sport seems to have been to 
nymphs with fish reluctant to 
come to the surface, although 
there were reports of trout 
taking dry-flies at Lane Barton 
on the Torridge and Garramarsh 
Farm on the Mole.    

On the South West Lakes 
Trust reservoirs, the generally 

fine and warm weather, with 
some very humid days and the 
occasional heavy downpour, 
were ideal for fly hatches. 
Water temperatures were 
around 17 deg C and levels were 
still full or fairly high.

Rod averages at Kennick
fell slightly during June to  
1.7 fish per angler, with some 
good rainbows caught, as well 
as a number of blue trout. Bank 
anglers fared best at the Top 
End, the Narrows and Clampitts 
Bay, while boat anglers did well 
in Boat Bay, Home Bay and in 
the middle of the lake. With 
good hatches, dry patterns 
caught plenty of fish, though 
many anglers also did well with 
nymphs or deeply fished lures. 
The best fish of the month was 
a rainbow of 6 lb 8 oz caught by 
G. Geffson on a nymph fished 
from the bank; he also caught 
rainbows of 3 lb 9 oz and  
3 lb 1 oz in the same session. Mr 
Bellamy caught a 5 lb rainbow 
on a nymph from the bank. 
Wimbleball produced some 
very good fishing in June, 
anglers catching an average of 
4.5 fish per rod and bank anglers 
faring slightly better than the 
boats. The best locations from 
the banks included Sailing Club 
Bay, Ruggs and the top of Cow 
Moor, while steady winds 
produced ideal conditions for 

drifting, particularly at Ruggs, 
Bessoms, Cow Moor, Arthur’s 
and Valentine’s Bays, and in the 
deeper water by the dam. Dry 
patterns, including Coch-a-
Bonddu  beetles, Black Gnats 
and Muddler Minnows stripped 
across the surface produced 
some great sport. The best fish 
of the month was a beautiful  
5 lb 14 oz rainbow caught by 
Howard James, fishing from a 
boat in Valentine’s Bay. John 
Watkins caught a phenomenal 
61 trout on catch-and-release 
permits over six days.

The banks around Longstone 
Point and Sheepstor Dam 
continued to produce the best 
sport at Burrator and, with the 
reservoir down to 70 per cent 
full, more fishing became 
accessible to bank anglers. Rods 
averaged 1.9 fish per visit, with 
teams of black Buzzers on a 
floating line the most successful 
method. Other successful 
patterns included Black Gnats 
on the surface, and Montana 
and Damsel nymphs fished at a 
variety of depths. Mornings and 
evenings were the best times, 
particularly with a dry-fly.

The Beach, Hide Bay, 
Gordon’s Bay and the deeper 
water near the dam proved to 
be the best locations at 
Wistlandpound. Brownie 
Point became accessible to 

Tavy’s  
sea-trout 
fishing picks 
up in June

A FISHERY TO TRY  
THIS MONTH

Keithick Mains, River Isla
During the summer thrilling sport is provided by grilse, with 
considerable numbers recorded. But if bigger fish are sought, 
September and October can provide both numbers and size 
with the arrival of the main later run of fish that will  
spawn in the Isla.

The beat is positioned in the middle of the river and 
comprises 3.5 miles of single left-bank fishing with 27 named 
pools, pots and runs. With professional advice from SEPA and 
the Tay District Salmon Fishery Board, the beat has improved its 
holding pools where salmon now hold up in all heights, even 
when the water is low. There is some excellent fly water.

Day-tickets for salmon and sea-trout cost £20 
Contact Tom Carter, FishPal. Tel: 01573 470 612 
Purchase tickets online at www.fishpal.com/Scotland/Tay/
KeithickMains
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bank anglers as the water level 
dropped, with boat anglers 
doing well at this location, 
especially drifting with a team 
of nymphs. Jon Ogborne and 
Peter Coleman-Smith had a very 
successful day in a boat fishing 
loch-style, netting 29 brown 
trout between them.

At Roadford, Wortha Bay 
was open to anglers and 
starting to produce fish, 
especially for boat anglers on 
short drifts. Although there was 
plenty of fly-life about, most of 
the brown trout were taken on 
sub-surface patterns, including 
small Black Tadpoles, Black 
Pennells and Bibios fished on a 
floating line. Stephen Jones 
caught the best fish of the 
month – a beautiful brown of  
4 lb 14 oz. – MIKE WEAVER.

DOVEY

JUNE WAS a good month, 
despite some 
anglers complaining of a lack of 
fish. There was decent water 
throughout the month and as I 
write (June 29) heavy rain and 
strong winds are giving us 
yet another decent spate.Sea-
trout have been moving 
upstream all month, but I feel 
the main run has not yet 
materialised. 

June produced some ten 
double-figure sea-trout, the 
best returned by Association 
secretary Richard Evans on 
fly at just over 18 lb. Others 
successful include Melvin 
Arnold, 11 lb; J. Nicholl, 14 lb;  
G. Dewez, 12 lb; and Mark 
Pearson, 11 lb. Davd Stevenson 
had a good day in the middle 
reaches with sea-trout to 7 lb 
plus a brown trout of 3 lb. 
Smaller sea-trout catches are 
too numerous to mention.

In mid June three very fresh 
salmon were recorded, all on 
spinner. T. Cusato and E. Lloyd 
had 12 lb fish on the lower river 
and a visiting angler a 10 lb fish 
in the middle reaches. 

For all information on fishing 
Dovey Association water, 
contact our secretary, Richard 
Evans, on 01654 702 721 or 
write to NDFA, The Plas, 
Machynlleth, Powys SY20 8ER. 

As we move into July the 
prospects and conditions could 
not be better. Please note that 
sea-trout fishing on 
Dovey Association water is 
catch-and-release from 
September 15. For any advice or 
help, my e-mail address is gwil.
dovey@yahoo.co.uk  –  
G. H. THOMAS.

EDEN

THROUGHOUT MUCH of June, 
salmon were holding back in 
numbers on the lower beats of 
the river. The Cargo beat has 
produced some fine sport this 
year and June proved to be 
productive. Keeper Brian Gent 
had fish of 12 lb, 14 lb, 9 lb, 12 lb, 
13 lb, 12 lb and 7 lb from 
Herrifer’s, Willow pool and 
Underwoood’s on fly and 
spinner. Iain Blackett caught 
one of 9 lb on fly, and Alan Dixon 
had salmon of 18 lb and 10 lb on 
spinner from the Willows.  
Tim Bacon caught salmon of  
7 lb, 12 lb and 17 lb from Lobb’s 
Hole on spinner. Martin 
Coulthard had fish of 14 lb, 12 lb 
and 12 lb – one on a Cascade 
and two on spinner. Jackie Allen 

landed a 12 lb salmon on an 
Ally’s Shrimp, followed by one 
of 10 lb on a spinner in the 
Quarry. John Monk caught a  
12 lb salmon on a shrimp in the 
Willows, and another of 10 lb on 
fly in the Willows. Kevin 
Winters landed a 12 lb salmon 
on a Flying C in the Willows. 
Tony Livesey caught a 10 lb 
salmon on worm in 
Underwood’s. Richard Aldridge, 
owner of the Cargo beat, had a 
15 lb salmon on worm in the 
Willows. Simon Liddell landed a 
13 lb salmon on a Stoat’s Tail in 
the Willows. The biggest fish 
landed in June was a 22 lb 
salmon caught by Ralph Mercer 
on a Flying C in Underwood’s. 
He also landed a 10 lb salmon 
on worm in Underwood’s.

On the Warwick Hall beat 
Dave Bamford had a 24 lb 
salmon on a Flying C. Stan Lane 
landed one of 18 lb, and Steve 
Sanderson one of 8 lb. Owner 
Nick Marriner caught an 11 lb 
salmon, and Geoff Baines  
had one of 9 lb.

I also heard of fish being 
caught on the Beaumont beat, 
Grinsdale, Kirkoswald and 
Eden Lacy. Most of these fish 
were between 7 lb and 14 lb.

On the Low House beat 
sport slowed appreciably with a 
few fish lost and only one 
landed. This was an 8 lb salmon 

and was caught by Charlie 
Egerton on a tube-fly at Island 
Foot. Rods were desperate for 
some extra water.

On the trout scene early, and 
especially late, proved great 
times to be on the river. Main 
Eden beats produced some 
good fish to over 2 lb 8 oz. On 
the Lowther, a Sedge fished in 
the last hour or so of light 
produced some fine fish. I heard 
of an odd one over 3 lb. – 
CUMBRIAN ROD.

GLASLYN

AS WE enter the second week 
in June fish have been spotted 
in the middle river, holding in the 
deeper pools and awaiting fresh 
water. Among them are good 
sea-trout to 8 lb and salmon to 
about 15 lb.

A small rise on June 15 sent 
fish – mostly sea-trout to 6 lb – 
running up the Aberglaslyn 
pass, but nothing was reported 
caught. Heavy rain on June 19 
brought the river up to 3 ft.

Alan Pritchard caught sea-
trout of 3 lb, 4 lb and 3 lb 8 oz on 
worm in the Aberglaslyn pass. 
Carwyn Dobson had a 6 lb grilse 
on worm on the top section of 
the Aberglaslyn. 

On June 29 heavy rain 
brought the Glaslyn up 30 in. 

For information on river 
conditions and fishing contact 
me on 07776 060 748. –
I. W. GORDON. 

GR AFHAM

THE WATER level has been 
dropping steadily. Most popular 
bank areas on the north and 
south shores are fishable, 
wading in shallow water. Our 
invasive shrimp is now in 
evidence, particularly where the 
lake bottom has some shingle. 

In recent weeks the bank-
fishing has been slow as the 
fish have moved out into the 
deeper water. However, with 
very unsettled weather in 
recent days the fish have come 
closer to the bank as the water 
cools. The dam wall has seen 
some improvement in catches, 
particularly in the evening, 
when fish have been taken on 
dry-flies. There have been 
quantities of fry around the 
harbour arms and some big fish 
have been seen in the dawn 
light and at dusk.

Boat-fishing has been very 
successful. The north shore and 
the middle of the lake have 
fished well, with most attention 
given to the G. buoy area, Deep 

Water Point and the Willows. 
Fish are feeding on large shoals 
of pin-fry and are being taken on 
a variety of methods and 
depths, though most usually in 
the surface layers on floating 
lines with Buzzers and Diawl 
Bachs. A long drift from the 
Sludge bank across the lake to 
Deep Water Point usually 
produces a fish or two  
at this time of year.

More than 4,000 fish have 
been stocked this month (June) 
and the total stocking so far this 
year is 27,500. The rod average 
is five fish per return.

PROSPECTS 
Due to changeable weather, 
the evening fishing has not 
been good. With some  
settled weather this will 
improve, certainly from the 
bank. The dam should also 
produce fish cruising just 
off the wall and browsing 
on shrimp. If you fish the 
dam, take a seat and try to 
keep low on the skyline. – 
PETER HARTLEY.

LUNE

THUNDERSTORMS in the first 
week of June resulted in a small 
but dirty rise, which coincided 
with a series of high tides on 
which the vanguard of the main 
sea-trout run entered the 
estuary. These fish pushed 
quickly through the lower beats 
before resting up above Forge 
Weir where, in the second week 
of June, shoals of good fish 
could be seen below the lower 
railway bridge at Crook-o-Lune.  
Fortunately, both Forge Weir 
fish-passes were in operation at 
the time, with the new counter 
in the pass alongside the hydro 
undergoing calibration. Reports 
were that more than 1,000 fish, 
mainly sea-trout, went through 
on this small rise, with over 350 
going through in one night. 

Thunderstorms at the end of 
the second week of June finally 
gave the lift the river needed to 
clear much of the accumulated 
weed in the upper and middle 
reaches. This lift saw the river 
rise to 3 ft on the gauge at 
Caton but unfortunately 
because of the weed it was 
almost unfishable. Although fish 
were seen running through in 
numbers as the water dropped 
and cleared, there were no 
reports of salmon taken.

After both these rises the 
river carried a substantial peat 
stain which was slow to clear 
from the lower reaches, putting 
off many regular night-time sea-
trout fishers. The water cleared 
more rapidly in the middle and 
upper reaches, where 
conditions quickly became 
favourable and it was 
encouraging to see a few 
regular night-fishers taking full 
advantage. However, sport was 
slow with fish reluctant to take 
and by the end of June the 
general consensus was that 
only a few of the early-running 
fish had pushed all the way 
through to Tebay and that the 
main run hadn’t arrived in the 
middle and upper reaches in 
numbers. There were some 
exceptions and a few regular 
anglers bucked the trend: Mick 
Hall had a very fresh 6 lb sea-
trout on his Joe Pye fly from the 
Oak Tree Stream on the 
Strangerthwaite beat, where 
Steven Jones also caught three 
sea-trout and a brownie to 3 lb 
on spinner after the second rise 
in water. Carl Hornby and Gary 
Hudson both recorded good 
early sport with sea-trout to  
3 lb 8 oz while fishing the 
Middleton beat, where  
I also lost a heavy fish on a 
surface lure.  

While waiting for the main 
run to arrive this spring Gary 
Hudson and I took the 
opportunity to experiment a 

Lower Eden 
beats prosper 
in June’s  
low water



F I S H I NG  R E P ORT S England and WalesEngland and Wales

season there’s been an 
improvement in both the quality 
and number of brown trout on 
the Tebay Anglers’ waters, 
probably a result of most 
anglers now prepared to return 
most of their fish.  

Apart from one day in mid 
June, conditions didn’t really 
favour salmon fishing during 
June since for most of the 
month the water was either too 
low or, when it did rise, too dirty 
to be fishable. Consequently 
just a few fish were reported 
caught, the most notable one of 
14 lb taken on Luneside by 
Matthew Crow, another of 12 lb 
on fly by Chris Lennon on the 
LDAA beats and one of 12 lb 
taken by Ian Walker at 
Gressingham.

This year’s smolt run appears 
to have been good, with many 
reported to be making their way 
down the lower river in late 
spring. My own experience 
when fishing the lower beats is 
that this is probably a true 
observation because for the 
first time in many years I have 
caught a good number while out 
sea-trouting. Night-time 
conditions haven’t permitted a 
detailed examination of those 
caught but size would suggest 
these were predominantly sea-
trout smolts and if so this year’s 
run of “sproddies” and next 
year’s run of sea-trout should be 
good ones, too.

By the time this report is 
published the main run of sea-
trout will already be in the river 
and if the size and quality of the 
early run is anything to go by the 
prospects for the remainder of 
season look very good indeed. 
Although I will be almost 

certainly fishing my summer 
sea-trout team of flies through 
late July and early August, I will 
not forget to apply the learnings 
from our early-season exploits 
and be fishing large flies much 
earlier in the night, especially if 
there’s a hint of peat or any 
extra water in the river. My own 
observation is that these days 
many sea-trout fishers stop 
night-fishing too early in the 
season and I would strongly 
recommend they don’t this year.   
– ANDY HURST.

RIBBLE  
AND HODDER

POSITIVE NEWS had been 
difficult to come by in May as 
the rivers were at summer level 
for most of the month, but, as 
we entered June, things began 
to change after I received two 
confirmed reports that a good 
shoal of fresh fish had entered 
the river on the big tides in the 
first week of June. 

Even though the river was 
very low, the pools are deep 
enough to allow some fish to 
move up to the confluence with 
the Calder. From here upstream 
the fish need more water to 
encourage them to run. We had 
a small but dirty freshet on June 
9 that brought the river up by 
about 14 inches. This small rise 
encouraged fish to run and a 
shoal of  about 200 sea-trout, 
and among them a few grilse, 
were seen going over the  
weir at Mitton. 

As the water began to clear, 
Steve Roberts, trout fishing on 
the bottom of the Calder
landed, on a four-weight rod and 
a 4 lb tippet, a mint-fresh fish of 
about 8 lb. It took a size 12 
goldhead Black Pennell and was 
returned after a right tussle. 
From the same pool a few days 
later as the water continued to 
fall away to normal Paul 
Needham landed a nice fresh 
nine-pounder on a size 10 Black 
Shrimp (one of my favourite 
patterns) after losing one in the 
same place a day earlier. 

The odd grilse had managed 
to push on up the Hodder, 
where Roger Craig, fishing a 
size 15 Cascade, had two at 4 lb 
and 7 lb. Malcolm Siddall has 
returned some very fresh sea-
trout from this charming little 
river, fishing a size 12 goldhead 
Pheasant-tail nymph. His best 
fish, a fresh one of 8 lb, should 
put him in the running to win the 
shield for the best sea-trout of 
the season as presented by 
Ribblesdale AA. Peter Cook 

continued his excellent brown 
trout season with a wild 
brownie of over 4 lb on a size 18 
dry-fly. Again this fish could be a 
contender for the shield for the 
best brown trout of the season 
from Ribblesdale’s waters. 

On the Hodder system we 
had a salmon hatchery at 
Witcherwell which has been 
mothballed for a good number 
of years since the EA’s policy 
was changed to one of no 
salmon stocking. This hatchery 
was built to help compensate 
the Hodder for many miles of 
lost spawning habitat when 
Stocks reservoir was built in the 
1920s. The hatchery has now 
been sold by the Agency for 
£78,000 to an as yet unknown 
purchaser. The declared rod 

catches of salmon in the Hodder 
over the past few years have 
plummeted from an average of 
over 200 fish per season to a 
dismal ten last season. It could 
be morally argued that this 
money should be used to help to 
improve the habitat on the 
Hodder to try to increase the 
number of returning fish. 

The turnout at the Ribble 
Fisheries Consultative AGM 
was very disappointing, and 
disappointing is not a strong 
enough word to show the 
apathy there is in our 
catchment. After all the 
important work carried out, the 
turnout was just ten members 
and this included three table 
officers. It was very 
embarrassing for the chairman 

as there were two guest 
speakers invited. What the 
invited guests now think of the 
anglers who are lucky enough to 
enjoy excellent fishing 
opportunities on our Ribble 
system is anybody’s guess.

The two estuary netsmen 
have refused to have their 
licences bought off this season 
by the RFCA, which is no 
surprise when they had good 
catches last season. The RFCA 
is holding a monthly count of the 
number of goosanders and 
cormorants on the system. One 
afternoon I received a phone 
call from an angling friend 
telling me he was out walking 
below Edisford Bridge and was 
amazed to count a goosander 
female with 30 well-grown 
young. These young birds must 
surely be from probably two or 
more nests but they had joined 
up together in a crèche.  

A positive piece of news is 
that two lads were fined in 
court a total of £540 each for 
fishing last autumn without 
salmon licences and taking a 
ripe hen fish. They could hardly 
plead anything other than guilty 
as they advertised all the detail, 
including a video of how they 
cooked this very coloured fish, 
on social media. 

As I complete this report, on 
the last day of June, the river is 
at a lovely fishing height after it 
peaked the previous day at 
about 1 m at Waddow. With a 
bit of luck my next report will be 
all about fish catches. –
FRED HIGHAM.

RUTLAND

DESPITE VERY difficult 
conditions, the lake is fishing 
remarkably well this year. A 
large supply of daphnia is 
making a considerable 
difference to sport. The fish are 
feeding well on this as well  
as well as on pin-fry,  

little with various sizes of flies 
fished at different depths in an 
attempt to determine whether 
size and depth made a 
difference to tempting the early 
Lune sea-trout. I fished mainly 
with my regular summer team 
of one-inch nylon tube-fly on the 
point and size 10 double on the 
dropper, while Gary fished with 
a 2.5-inch aluminium tube-fly 
and no dropper. I fished a 
floating line with the team high 
up in the water (probably in the 
top six inches) while Gary fished 
much deeper and slower. We 
fished like this through the night 
on four occasions. On all four, 
Gary hooked fish while I 
struggled until in the end I tried 
the surface lure. Most of our 
observations confirmed that 
classic Falkus methods are still 
very much applicable to today’s 
sea-trout fishing on the Lune, 
but what was surprising was 
how early in the night the fish 
would take the larger fly. The 
results of our little experiment 
seemed conclusive – the large, 
early-running Lune sea-trout 
prefer a large fly (2.5 in or 
bigger) fished deep and slow 
and they’ll take a fly of this size 
almost immediately after dusk.  
Just before writing this report 
in late June we repeated this 
experiment on one of the lower 
beats and had exactly the  
same result!

On the brown trout front, 
John Riley fishing at Tebay
reported having an excellent 
time through late spring and 
early summer. He returned 
several fish to 3 lb, fishing a 
team of dry-flies through the 
pools and runs of the Lune 
Gorge. His view was that this 
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Hodder 
produces 4 lb 
brownie on 
tiny dry-fly
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SECONDHAND TACKLE

MODERN HARDY FLY REELS
B8192 St John 4" Sea Trout/Light Salmon reel incl case ............................. £250
C8281 Golden Prince 7/8# Reel incl S/Spool  ............................................. £195
C8730 Sovereign 7/8 # reel incl s/spool + lines ........................................... £275
C8765 Princess Fly Reel Lightweight .................................................£100
C8772 Viscount 140 Fly Reel incl. Line ................................................£75
�qqϭq�DĂƌƋƵŝƐ�DƵůƟ�ƉůŝĞƌ�q�}η�ZĞĞů�н�ϯ�^ƉŽŽůƐ�н�>ŝŶĞƐ�н��ĂƐĞƐ ........£295
B8820 St Aidan Reel + 3 S/Spools + Lines + Cases .............................£275
�qqϯϲ�^ǁŝŌ� �}ϳϱ�ϳ�qη�ZĞĞů�ŝŶĐů��ĂƐĞ ................................................£175
C8841 Marquis Disc Drag 9-11# Salmon Reel incl s/spool + case .......£199

MODERN FLY REELS
C8664 Wychwood Q-Flow 5/6# reel wide incl line..............................£25
A8862 Vision Rulla No 1.5 4/5# reel incl pouch ..................................£75

HARDY PERFECT FLY REELS
�ϰϰϬϳ�WĞƌĨĞĐƚ�ϯзΗ��ĂƌůǇ�ĚƵƉůŝĐĂƚĞĚ�ĐŚĞĐŬ�ŵĞĐŚĂŶŝƐŵ .....................£450
�ϰϲϯϱ�WĞƌĨĞĐƚ�ϯзΗ�DŬ�//�ĐŚĞĐŬ�н�>�' ...............................................£295
�ϲϭϯϮ��WĞƌĨĞĐƚ�ϯзΗ��ƵƉ�ŵĞĐŚ�ĂŶĚ�ďƌĂƐƐ�ĨŽŽƚ�ŝŶĐů�ůŝŶĞ .......................£295
�ϲqϬϳ�WĞƌĨĞĐƚ�ϯЯΗ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĞĂƌůǇ�ĐŚĞĐŬ;�ƌĂƌĞ .........................................£425
�ϲqϲ}��WĞƌĨĞĐƚ�ϯдΗ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŶŝĐŬĞů�ƐŝůǀĞƌ�>�'�н���&�Đϭ}ϯϬ .......................£375
�ϲ}}Ϭ�WĞƌĨĞĐƚ�ϯЯΗ�����D;�ĂŐĂƚĞ�&�';���ĨŽŽƚ ...................................£499
�ϳϬϱϬ��WĞƌĨĞĐƚ�ϯдΗ�ĞĂƌůǇ�ĐŚĞĐŬ;�ŝǀŽƌŝŶĞ�ŚĂŶĚůĞ;�ϰ�ĐƵƐƉƐ ...................£500
�qϱϭ}��WĞƌĨĞĐƚ�ϯЯ��Z�,�t�ǁŝƚŚ�ĂŐĂƚĞ�ŐƵŝĚĞ;�ŝŶĐů�ĐĂƐĞ ......................£395
�qϳϭϬ�WĞƌĨĞĐƚ�ϰЪΗ�ĐŝƌĐĂ�ϭ}ϱϬƐ�ĚƵƉůŝĐĂƚĞĚ�ŵĞĐŚ�}ϱй�ďůĂĐŬ�Į�ŶŝƐŚ .....£995

HARDY ST. GEORGE, UNIQUA, HYDRA, GEM
V SCOUNT AND SUNBEAM FLY REELS
�ϰϯϭϰ�hŶŝƋƵĂ�ϯдΗ�dƌŽƵƚ�ZĞĞů�ǁŝƚŚ��ƌĂƐƐ�&ŽŽƚ .................................£125
�ϰqϯϮ��hŶŝƋƵĂ�ϯдΗ�dƌŽƵƚ�ZĞĞů�ǁŝƚŚ�ZŝďďĞĚ��ƌĂƐƐ�&ŽŽƚ......................£125
�ϲϲ}ϲ��hŶŝƋƵĂ�ϯдΗ�ZĞĞů�D<//�ǁŝƚŚ�^ŝŶŐůĞ��ŚĞĐŬ�DĞĐŚ .....................£195
�ϲϳϬϭ��hŶŝƋƵĂ�ϯдΗ�ZĞĞů�ǁŝƚŚ��ƵƉ�D<//�DĞĐŚ�}Ϭй�&ŝŶŝƐŚ ...................£250
�ϳϮϲϬ��hŶŝƋƵĂ�ϯЯΗ�ZĞĞů�ǁŝƚŚ��ƵƉ�DĞĐŚ�ĂŶĚ�,ŽƌƐĞ�^ŚŽĞ�>ĂƚĐŚ ........£165
�ϳϯϳϰ�,ǇĚƌĂ�ϯЯΗ�ZĂƌĞ�Ň�Ǉ�ƌĞĞů�ŝŶĐů�ůŝŶĞ ..............................................£195
�ϳϱϲϬ��hŶŝƋƵĂ�ϯдΗ�ZĞĞů�ǁŝƚŚ��ĂƌůǇ��ĂůŝƉĞƌ��ŚĞĐŬ�н�/ǀŽƌŝŶĞ�,ĂŶĚůĞ ..........£395
C7588 Gem 3¼" Fly reel .....................................................................£95
�ϳϳ}ϭ�^ƚ�'ĞŽƌŐĞ�ϯдΗ�ǁŝƚŚ�ůŝŶĞ�ŐƵĂƌĚ�ďŽǆĞĚ ....................................£225
C8192 St John lightweight salmon 4" reel ........................................£250
�qϯqϳ��̂ ƚ�'ĞŽƌŐĞ�ϯдΗ�ZĞĞů�ǁŝƚŚ��ŐĂƚĞ�>ŝŶĞ�'ƵĂƌĚ�Θ��ƌĂƐƐ�&ŽŽƚ ........£275
�qϱqϰ�^ƚ�'ĞŽƌŐĞ�ϯдΗ�ZĞĞů�ǁŝƚŚ�>ŝŶĞ�'ƵĂƌĚ�ŝŶĐů�ĐĂƐĞ ........................£295
�qϳϬq�,ĂƌĚǇ��ŝƌŵŝŶŐŚĂŵ�ŚĂůĨ�ĞďŽŶŝƚĞ�ϯвΗ�ƌĞĞů��ƌŽĚ�ŝŶ�ŚĂŶĚ� .........£495
�qqϱϮ�^ƵŶďĞĂŵ�ϳ�qη�&ůǇ�ZĞĞů�ŝŶĐů�ĐĂƐĞ .................................................... £110
�qqϱϰ�^ƵŶďĞĂŵ�q�}η�&ůǇ�ZĞĞů�ŝŶĐů�ĐĂƐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ůŝŶĞ .......................................... £90
�qqϱϱ�^ƵŶďĞĂŵ�q�}η�&ůǇ�ZĞĞů�ŝŶĐů�ĐĂƐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ůŝŶĞ .......................................... £95

MULTIPLIER, FIXED SPOOL AND CENTRE PIN REELS
�ϲϮ}Ϯ�,ĂƌĚǇ��ůƚĞǆ�EŽ�Ϯ�Į�ǆĞĚ�ƐƉŽŽů�ƌĞĞů ..........................................£150
C6370 Hardy Triumph 3¼" Centre pin reel .......................................£325
�ϲϲϳϳ�,ĂƌĚĞǇ��ĞĐĂŶƚĞů�ϰΗ�ďĂŝƚ�ĐĂƐƟ�ŶŐ�ƌĞĞů ......................................£395
�ϲϳϲ}�,ĂƌĚǇ�^ŝůĞǆ�DĂũŽƌ�ϰΗ�ƌĞĞů ......................................................£225
�ϲqqϱ�,ĂƌĚǇ�^ŝůĞǆ�DĂũŽƌ�ďĂŝƚ�ĐĂƐƟ�ŶŐ�ƌĞĞů ........................................£395
�qϭq}�DŽƌƚĞǆ�ŽĨ�^ŚĞĸ��ĞůĚ�ϰЬΗ�ƚƌŽƫ��ŶŐ�Đ�ƉŝŶ�ƌĞĞů ............................£100
C8300 Hardy Altex No 3 reel incl s/spool ..........................................£195
�qϱqϮ��ďƵ��D��ϲϱϬϬ���ƌĂƌĞ�ŚŝŐŚ�ƐƉĞĞĚ�ŵŽĚĞů ..................................£85
�qϲϳϱ��s^�YƵŝĐŬ�dZy�ϱϰϬ�Į�ǆĞĚ�ƐƉŽŽů�ƐƉŝŶŶŝŶŐ�ƌĞĞů ...........................£10
�qϳϮϬ��ďƵ��ŵďĂƐƐĂĚĞƵƌ�ϲϬϬϬ��ďůĂĐŬ�ŵ�ƉůŝĞƌ�ŝŶĐů�ĐĂƐĞ�ŽĨ�ƐƉĂƌĞƐ ......£80
�qϳϮϭ��ďƵ��ŵďĂƐƐĂĚĞƵƌ�ϲϬϬϬ�ƌĞĚ�ŵ�ƉůŝĞƌ�ŝŶĐů�ĐĂƐĞ�Θ�ƐƉĂƌĞƐ............£90
�qϳϱϱ��ďƵ�ϲϱϬϬ�^�WŽĐŬĞƚ�DƵůƟ�ƉůŝĞƌ��ŽǆĞĚ .......................................£55
�qϳϱq��ďƵ��ĂƌĚŝŶĂů�ϱϰ��ŽǆĞĚ ..........................................................£140
C8871 Mitchell 308 Fixed Spool Reel +2 S/Spool ................................£55
C8872 Mitchell 300 Fixed Spool Reel + 2 S/Spools ..............................£60

SALMON FLY RODS
�qϰϳϬ�,ĂƌĚǇ�&ŝďĂůŝƚĞ�^ĂůŵŽŶ�&ůƚ�ϭϮΖϲΗ�}η...........................................£95
�qϱ}Ϯ�,ĂƌĚǇ�'ƌĞǇ�'ƌĂƉŚŝƚĞ�ϭϲΖϭϭη�ĚĞůƵǆĞ .......................................£150
�qϲϭϭ�,ĂƌĚǇ��ĞůƵǆĞ�'ƌĂƉŚŝƚĞ�^ĂůŵŽŶ�&ůǇ�ϭϱΖϰΗ�ϭϬη ........................£115
�qqϱϳ�,ĂƌĚǇ�'ƌĂƉŚŝƚĞ�^ĂůŵŽŶ�&ůǇ�ϭϱŌ��ϰΗ�ϭϬη ...............................£175
�qqϲq�,ĂƌĚǇ�'ƌĂŚŝƚĞ�&ĂǀŽƵƌŝƚĞ�^ĂůŵŽŶ�ϭϱΖ�ϭϬ# 3pc ........................... £155

TROUT/SEA TROUT & SALT WATER FLY RODS
�qϯϮϰ�,ĂƌĚǇ�ZŝĐŚĂƌĚ�tĂůŬĞƌ��>ŝƩ� ůĞ�>ĂŬĞ��}Ζϳη ....................................£90
�qϱϲq�,ĂƌĚǇ�:Ğƚ�^ŝŶƚƌŝǆ�}Ζ�ϲη�ϰƉĐ�ŝŶĐů�ƚƵďĞ .............................................. £299
�qϲϰϰ�'ƌĞǇƐ�y&Ϯ�}Ζ�ϲη�ϰƉĐ�ŝŶĐů��ƚƵďĞ............................................................. £99
�qϲϱϲ�'ƌĞǇƐ�'Zy�}Ζ�ϱ�ϲη .............................................................................. £50
�qϲϱϳ�ZŽŶ�dŚŽŵƉƐŽŶ�^ƚĞĞůŚĞĂĚ�WƌŽ�}Ζ�ϱ�ϲη ............................................... £15
�qqϮϲ�sŝƐŝŽŶ�^ǁŝƚĐŚ�ZŽĚ�ϭϬΖϭϭΗ�qη�ϰƉĐ�ŝŶĐů�ƚƵďĞ .............................£225
�qqϰϰ�^ŝůǀĞƌ��ƌĞĞŬ�ϭϬΖ�ϳ�qη�ƐŝůǀĞƌ�ƐƚƌĞĂŵ�^��ϰ�ƉŝĞĐĞ�ŝŶĐů�ƚƵďĞ ............... £155
�qqϰ}�,ĂƌĚǇ�ZŝĐŚĂƌĚ�tĂůŬĞƌ�&ĂƌŶďŽƌŽƵŐŚ�}ΖϯΗ�ϳ�qη ................................ £110
�qqϱϬ�,ĂƌĚǇ�ZŝĐŚĂƌĚ�tĂůŬĞƌ��ůĂĐŬ�'ƌĂƉŚŝƚĞ�}Ζ�ϳ�qη ................................. £100
�qqϲϳ�,ĂƌĚǇ�'ƌĂƉŚŝƚĞ�^Ɵ�ůůǁĂƚĞƌ�ϭϭΖ�ϳ�qη�W� ............................................. £135
�qqϲ}�,ĂƌĚǇ�'ƌĂƉŚŝƚĞ�^Ɵ�ůůǁĂƚĞƌ�ϭϬΖ�ϳ�qη� ................................................. £135
�qqϳϯ�ZĞĚŝŶŐƚŽŶ�WĞƌƐƵŝƚ�}�ϲ/Ŷ�ϳη�ϰWĐ�/ŶĐ�dƵďĞ ............................................ £80

CANE RODS
�qϱϳϲ�,ĂƌĚǇ�'ŽůĚ�DĞĚĂů�ϭϮΖ�ϯƉĐ�^ĂůŵŽŶ�&ůǇ ...................................£250
�qϳϮϮ�,ĂƌĚǇ�WĂůĂŬŽŶĂ�WĞƌĨĞĐƟ�ŽŶ�}ΖϲΗ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŝŶƚĞƌŵ��ǁŚŝƉ ................£185

COLLECTABLE ANTIQUE FLY REELS
�ϰϭϲϯ�^ůĂƚĞƌ�^�:�&ůǇĮ�ƐŚĞƌ�ϮЪΗ�&ůǇ�ƌĞĞů�ĐŝƌĐĂ�ϭq}ϱ .............................£299
�ϲϮϯϯ�:����DŽƐƐĐƌŽƉ�ŽĨ�DĂŶĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�ϰΗ�ƉůĂƚĞ�ǁŝŶĚ�Ň�Ǉ�ƌĞĞů ...............£125
�ϲϯϱϲ�:����DŽƐƐĐƌŽƉ�ŽĨ�DĂŶĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�ϯЪΗ�ƉůĂƚĞ�ǁŝŶĚ�Ň�Ǉ�ƌĞĞů .............£150
�ϲϯϱϳ�:����DŽƐƐĐƌŽƉ�ŽĨ�DĂŶĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�ϮЪΗ�ƉůĂƚĞ�ǁŝŶĚ�Ň�Ǉ�ƌĞĞů .............£150
C6760 Mallochs of Perth 4½" reel ....................................................£130
�ϳϬ}ϱ��ůĐŽĐŬƐ��dŚĞ�'ŝůŵŽƵƌ��ϯЪΗ�Ň�Ǉ�ƌĞĞů..........................................£90
�ϳϱ}ϯ�&ĂƌůŽǁƐ�ŽĨ�>ŽŶĚŽŶ�ϯΗ�ĂůůŽǇ�Ň�Ǉ�ƌĞĞů ........................................£295
�qϬϯϳ�^ŚĂƌƉĞƐ�ŽĨ��ďĞƌĚĞĞŶ�ϯвΗ�Ň�Ǉ�ƌĞĞů ............................................£75
�qϯ}q�^ŚĂŬĞƐƉĞĂƌĞ�WƌŝĚĞǆ�ϯЪΗ�Ň�Ǉ�ƌĞĞů ..............................................£20
�qϳϬϳ��ůĞǆ�DĂƌƟ�Ŷ��ĂůĞĚŽŶŝĂ�ϮвΗ�ďǇ��ŝŶŐůĞǇ ..................................£199
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DEDUCT
15% THIS
MONTH

DEDUCT
15% THIS
MONTH

ORIGINAL VIKING P.V.C. WADERS

E�t s/</E'�ʹ �>hy��
STUDDED CHEST WADERS
RRP £85.00 
OUR PRICE £69.99

E�t s/</E'�ʹ �>hy�
THIGH WADERS
RRP £39.99 
OUR PRICE £29.99

NEW HEAVY DUTY 
GHILLIE’S THIGH
VERSION STUDDED 
HEAVY DUTY SOLE.
^/��^�ϳ�ϭϭ
RRP £74.99 
OUR PRICE £49.99

E�t s/</E'�ʹ �>hy��
WAIST WADERS
RRP £54.99
OUR PRICE £39.99
NEW HEAVY DUTY 
GHILLIE’S WAIST VERSION.
RRP £79.99
OUR PRICE £59.99
DELUXE 5mm NEOPRENE 
CHEST WADERS
STOCKING FOOT
MODEL £129.99
OUR PRICE £89.99
HEAVY DUTY BOOT 
FOOT MODEL £149.99 
OUR PRICE £99.99

VIKING OF DENMARK
WƌĞŵŝƵŵ�Į�ƐŚŝŶŐ�ŐĞĂƌ�ƋƵĂůŝƚǇ�ƐŝŶĐĞ�ϭ}ϯϱ

THE VERY BEST PVC WADERS AVAILABLE

NRX NANO & NEW PRO 4X
Ring for best UK discount price

TECH 
RODS

ACROSS, EXPLOSIVE, SL & XI MODELS
NEW STYLE SCANDINAVIAN  STYLE RODS

RING 

NOW
FROM

NORWAY

HARDY
NANO SINTRIX
RING FOR OUR BEST UK DISCOUNT PRICE!

HARDY HERITAGE & CLASSIC REELS�
HARDY PERFORMANCE REELS ��

ALL NEW WRAITH, ZEPHRUS, 
JET & SHADOW RODS�

YOU WILL NOT BUY AT 
>Kt�Z�WZ/��^�Ζ'h�Z�Ed���Ζ

VEST FRONT SLING 
BAG RRP £69.99

SWEET 
PACK BAG 
VEST
One size
RRP 
£149.99

NEW 2016 
MODEL

RIO GALLEGOS 
WADERS

RRP £399.99

FOOT TRACTOR 
WADING 
BOOTS
RRP 
£240.00

ULTRALITE 
WADING BOOT

Felt or 
^Ɵ�ĐŬǇ�ƐŽůĞ
RRP £150.00

NEW 2016 MODEL
RIVER SALT 
WADING JACKET
RRP £290.00

NEW 2016
MODEL
SST WADING JACKET
RRP £370.00

NEW 2016 
MODEL

RIO GALLEGOS 
WADERS 
WITH ZIP

RRP £499.99

NEW 2016 
MODEL

AZUL WADER
RRP £230.00

B9977 Hardy Perfect 4¼" wide salmon reel with duplicated Mark II 
ĐŚĞĐŬ�ŵĞĐŚĂŶŝƐŵ�ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŶŝĐŬĞů�ƐŝůǀĞƌ�ůŝŶĞ�ŐƵĂƌĚ�ĂŶĚ�ďƌĂƐƐ�
ĨŽŽƚ;�ĐŝƌĐĂ�ϭ}ϯϬ�Ɛ��/ŶĐů�ƐŝůŬůŝŶĞ���ŵĂŐŶŝĮ�ĐĞŶƚ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ ............. £1895

SEE ACTUAL REEL PAGE 45 JULY 2015 TROUT & SALMON MAG

YOU DEMAND THE LOWEST PRICE AND WE 
WILL TRY TO SUPPLY IT!! GUARANTEED!!

GX300 Reels from £34.00
GX900 Reels from £100.00
GTS500 Reels from £43.00
GTS700 Reels from £85.00

2016 RODS & REELS

GREYS STRATA CTX 
BREATHABLE CHEST  
WADER & BOOTSX
(FELT OR 
RUBBER SOLE)
RRP £309.98 
SIZES M-XXLK

OUR PRICE 
£199.99
I CL. UK EXPRESS P&P

GREYS  STRATA CT 
BREATHABLE CHEST 
WADER  & BOOTS X
(FELT OR RUBBER SOLE)
RRP £249.99
SIZES M-XXLK

OUR PRICE 
£169.99
INCL. UK EXPRESS P&P

INCL. "FREE" CTX
BOOTS &

 SC S UDS

INCL. "FREE" CT BOOTS 
&  SCREW STUDS

RING FOR BEST UK PRICE �
'ZϭϬ��ĂƐǇ��ĐƟ�ŽŶ�dƌŽƵƚ�&ůǇ�ZŽĚƐ� ĨƌŽŵ� £62.00
'ZϯϬ�DĞĚŝƵŵ��ĐƟ�ŽŶ�dƌŽƵƚ�&ůǇ�ZŽĚƐ� ĨƌŽŵ� £89.00
'ZϱϬ�&ĂƐƚ��ĐƟ�ŽŶ�dƌŽƵƚ�&ůǇ�ZŽĚƐ� ĨƌŽŵ�� £115.00
'ZϱϬ�^ǁŝƚĐŚ�Θ�^ĂůŵŽŶ�&ůǇ�ZŽĚƐ� ĨƌŽŵ� £170.00
'ZϳϬ�,ŝŐŚ�DŽĚƵůƵƐ�dƌŽƵƚ�&ůǇ�ZŽĚƐ� ĨƌŽŵ�� £170.00
y&Ϯ�^ƚƌĞĂŵŇ�Ğǆ� !Ζ� ϲη� άϮϬ!(!!� £125.99
y&Ϯ�d�Žƌ�^�^ĞƌŝĞƐ�^ĂůŵŽŶ� ϭϱΖ� ϭϬη� άϯ!!(!!� £199.99

MADE IN 
USA Reels

VISION IKON 
BREATHABLE 
STOCKING 
FOOT 
�'h/�/E'��
WAIST 
WADERS
RRP £199.99

OUR 
PRICE 
RING 
NOW

ALL AT LOWEST UK 
PRICES RING NOW!

SPECIALIST
HAND BUILT RODS
MADE IN ENGLAND

SMALL SELECTION OF RODS FULL RANGE AVAILABLE

SPECIALIST RODS AT VERY
SPECIAL DISCOUNT PRICES

   RRP OUR PRICE

EŽƌǁĂǇ�D<//�^ƉĞǇĐĂƐƚĞƌ�� ϭϮΖ�ϳ*!η�� ϯƉĐ� άϱϯϬ� £397.50
EŽƌǁĂǇ�D<//�^ƉĞǇĐĂƐƚĞƌ�� ϭϰΖ�!*ϭϬη�� ϯƉĐ� άϱϰϬ� £405.00
EŽƌǁĂǇ�ϰǆϰ�^ƉĞǇĐĂƐƚĞƌ�� ϭϱΖ�!*ϭϬη�� ϰƉĐ� άϲϰϳ� £485.25
WŽǁĞƌůŝƚĞ�^ĞƌŝĞƐ�^ƉĞǇĐĂƐƚĞƌ� ϭϰΖ�!*ϭϬη�� ϯƉĐ� άϳ!Ϯ� £594.00
tĂůŬĞƌ�^ĞƌŝĞƐ�^ƉĞǇĐĂƐƚĞƌ�� ϭϰΖϲΗ�!*ϭϬη� ϯƉĐ� άϳ!Ϭ� £592.50
^ŚŽŽƟ�ŶŐ�,ĞĂĚ�^ƉĞĐŝĂů�� ϭϰΖ�ϯϳŐƌŵ�� ϰƉĐ� άϲϲϱ� £498.75
^ǁŝƚĐŚ�^ĞƌŝĞƐ�^ƉĞĐŝĂů�� ϭϭΖ�;η�� ϯƉĐ� άϲ;ϱ� £513.75
�ŽƵďůĞ�^ƉĞǇĐĂƐƚĞƌ�Ϯ*ƚŽƉƐ�� ϭϰΖ�!ΘϭϬη�� ϯƉĐ� άϭϭϮϱ�£843.75
DƵůƟ��^ƉŝŶ�^ƉŝŶŶŝŶŐ�ZŽĚ� ϭϬΖ�ϭϬ?ϯϬŐŵ�ϮƉĐ� άϰϮϳ� £320.25
WŽǁĞƌůŝƚĞ�dƌŽƵƚ�� !Ζ�ϲη�� ϯƉĐ� άϰϲϳ� £350.25
^ĂůŵŽŶ�Θ�^ĞĂ�dƌŽƵƚ�^ƉĞĐŝĂů� ϭϬΖϲΗ�;η� ϯƉĐ� άϱϱϱ� £416.25
WŽǁĞƌůŝƚĞ�dƌŽƵƚ�dƌĂǀĞů�� ϭϬΖ�ϳ*;η�� ϰƉĐ� άϳϰϮ� £556.50

NEW 2016
G3 GUIDE
GORTEX 
WADER

RRP FROM 
£549.99

G4 BOA
WADING BOOTS
RRP FROM £249

RIVERTEK 2 BOA 
FELT OR VIBRAM
RRP FROM £189

G3 GUIDE FELT
OR VIBRAM

RRP FROM £199

NEW HEADWATERS 
& DRY CREEK 

PACKS & BAGS

NEW 2016
GORTEX G4Z

WADER
WITH ZIP

RRP FROM
£799.00

NEW 2016
G4 PRO 

GORTEX 
WADER

RRP FROM
 £699.00

RING FOR DETAILS & BEST UK PRICES

NEW 2016
MK11 FREESTONE 
PACKAGE WADER

incl, MK11 
&ƌĞĞƐƚŽŶĞ�ďŽŽƚƐ�

with felt sole 
£349. With stream 

thread £369.

NEW G4 PRO, 
G3, BULKLEY, 
RIFFLE HEAD-

WATERS
WADING
JKTS
RRP
FROM
£249

SALE
FREESTONE 

MK1
4 LAYER 
CHEST 

WADERS
Medium only
RRP £299

SALE £199

LAMSON REELS

NOW RING FOR THE BEST UK LAMSON PRICE

NEW
2016

MODELS

RRP FROM
NEW ARX REELS .....................£420
SPEEDSTER ..............................£279
NEW SPEEDSTER HD .............£349
LITESPEED ................................£329
NEW GURU & GURU HD .......£189

RRP FROM
NEW F1 SL SERIES II ...............£449
REMIX .......................................£149
REMIX HD ................................£189
LIQUID ........................................£99
VELOCITY 2 AND 3.5X ... LESS 25%

^ŚĂƌƉĞƐ�ŽĨ��ďĞƌĚĞĞŶ
GORDON II RODS

MASSIVE DISCOUNT PRICE RING NOW
ORIGINAL GYE NETS
ϭ;Η�άϳϬ(!!� NOW £56.99
ϮϬΗ�άϳϮ(!!� NOW £58.99
ϮϰΗ�άϳϰ(!!� NOW £59.99
ϮϳΗ�άϳϲ(!!� NOW £61.99
ϯϬΗ�άϳ!(!!� NOW £63.99
�ůů�ŝŶĐů��ůĞĂƚŚĞƌ�ƐůŝŶŐ

TELE TROUT NETS
ϭϳΗ�άϰ!(ϱϬ� NOW £38.99
ϮϬΗ�άϱϰ(ϱϬ� NOW £42.99
�Žǁ��ZŽƵŶĚ�Žƌ�dƌŝĂŶŐƵůĂƌ�&ƌĂŵĞƐ
WADING STAFFS
Seaforth £46.00  NOW £38.00
Spey £50.60  NOW £40.00
�ůů�ŝŶĐů��&Z���ůĂŶǇĂƌĚ

NEW DELUXE CUSTOM MADE NETS WITH BRASS FITTINGS
dZKhd�?�ZZW�άϳϰ(!! NOW £54.99 SEA TROUT RRP £79.99 NOW £59.99

SAVE

£99.99

RING FOR VERY BEST UK PRICE

ALL NEW 2016 PERFORMANCE 
RODS & REELS IN STOCK

FLY LINES AT DISCOUNT PRICES
/Ĩ�ǇŽƵ�Į�ŶĚ�ŽŶĞ�ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ�ůŝŶĞƐ�ĐŚĞĂƉĞƌ�ĞůƐĞǁŚĞƌĞ�ƚĞůů�ƵƐ��

ĂŶĚ�ǁĞ�ǁŝůů�ĞŶĚĞĂǀŽƵƌ�ƚŽ�ŵĂƚĐŚ�Žƌ�ďĞĂƚ�ŝƚ

6FLHQWL¿�F�
Anglers
)O\�/LQHV

RING FOR CHEAPEST UK FLY LINE PRICE

NEW 2016 RING FOR BEST 
UK CASH PRICE

OR CHOOSE GUMMI SOLE HOPPER £39.99 OR SPRINTER GUMMI BOOT £49.99 WITH YOUR HOPPER OR IKON WADERS

RING FOR BEST UK PRICE

MAKO 
VIBRAM 

STUDDED
SOLE

£139.99
SALE

£74.99
MAKO STUDDED

FELT SOLE

£99.99

£84.99

GUMMI SOLE

£119.99

£101.99
HOPPER II

GUMMI SOLE

£139.99

£118.99
SPRINTER

VISION FLY REELS

RULLA, DEEP, TANK

MARQUIS WIDE 
SALMON REELS
No.3 size 10/11/12η
�ůŝŵŝƚĞĚ�ĂǀĂŝůĂďŝůŝƚǇ

HALF PRICE

ULTRALITE CLS 
SYSTEMS REELS

REEL + 2 CASSETTE SPOOLS + 
NEOPRENE  REEL CASE

5000 SIZE 7000 SIZE 9000 SIZE

 �ϱ*ϲ*ϳη� �ϳ*;*!η� ��!*ϭϬ*ϭϭη
  RRP £199  RRP £219   RRP £249

ZENITH SALMON ROD SALE
�ϭϮΖϲ�ϳη�� ϭϯΖϲΗ�;η� ϭϱΖ�ϭΗ�ϭϬη

��� ZZW�άϳ!!�� ZZW�ά;ϰ!�� �ZZW�ά!ϰ!
NOW £475.00 £499 £569.00

MARKSMAN SALMON ROD SALE
ϭϭŌ��ϲΗ�ϳη� ZZW�άϰ!!� SALE PRICE £299

ϭϮŌ��ϲΗ�!η� ZZW�άϱϭ!� SALE PRICE £310

ϭϯŌ��;Η�!η� ZZW�άϱϳ!� SALE PRICE £349

ϭϰŌ��;Η�ϭϬη� ZZW�άϱ!!� SALE PRICE £359

RRP £199.00  
NOW £99.50 EACH

NEW 2016 MODEL

REELS ALL AT THE VERY BEST DISCOUNT PRICE

G.A: SIGNATURE SERIES
NANO CROSS S1 & NEW SX
OPTI, NXT 2016 double handlers

EVOTEC CAST ƐŝŶŐůĞ�Θ�Ě*ŚĂŶĚůĞƌƐ

N
E
W

R
O
D
S

£99.50 £109.50 £124.50

HALF PRICE SALE 
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SEIONT, 
GWYRFAI  
AND LLYFNI

FISHING HAS continued to be 
slow, thanks to the low water, 
which persisted until the last 
week in June when, after heavy 
thunderstorms there was a 
small rise that enticed some 
sewin to run the Seiont. I heard 
that John Fraser Williams and 
Gwyn Parry had a few to 2 lb. 

At the time of writing  
(June 29) we’ve had rain and the 
Seiont is rising fast, so there 
should be something to go after 
in a day or two. The Llyfni, 
which only needs a good two 
hours of rain, is over its banks. 
It’s difficult to tell when the 
Gwyrfai will flood as Cwellyn 
needs to be replenished first. 

In June some big fish have 
been showing in Caernarfon 
Bay – too far out to say whether 
they were salmon or sewin – 
but we should soon know 
whether they were destined for 
our waters or on their way to 
other North Wales rivers.

As we move into July, 
anglers at Cwellyn should put 
aside their fly-rods and try some 
deep trolling for charr. 

So with all the water about,  
I hope I can report some good 
catches next month. –  
H. P. HUGHES.

sedges and damsel nymphs. 
A number of brown trout have 

been caught off the Normanton 
bank. Fishing in the north arm, 
David Mann caught a brown of 5 
lb 9 oz. In addition, there have 
been plenty of rainbows in the 2 
lb-4 lb bracket. Large numbers of 
fish have been on or just under 
the surface. Many boat anglers 
have spent their day drifting 
across the aerators, which 
always attract large numbers of 
fish, in the main basin. Boat 
anglers fishing close to the 
shoreline around New Zealand 
Point and Dickenson’s Bay have 
enjoyed considerable success. 

Good catches have been 
recorded by bank anglers, from 
the blue pipes and down towards 
Fantasy Island. Several rainbow 
trout over 4 lb have been 
recorded. A further 4,000 fish 
have been recently stocked, 
bringing the season’s total to 
over 48,000. The rod average is 
just over five fish per return. 

PROSPECTS
With so much food in the 
water, the prospects are 
encouraging for both boat- 
and bank- fishermen. The 
main basin will continue to 
hold fish. Given some more 
settled weather, sport 
should be outstanding. –
PETER HARTLEY.

On June 26 a 10 lb fish was 
caught at Shrewsbury and a six-
pounder from the lower river for 
Mark Saunders – both on worm.  
On the 30th the river came up 
again, and on July 1 the whole 
system was unfishable.

Looking back at the season 
so far it appears that catches 
are close to, if not better than, 
last year, which produced the 
best rod-catch for 19 years. 
Prospects for the rest of the 
season look good so long as 
levels drop to a fishable height.

Please also remember that 
we are looking for nominations 
for both the best fish caught and 
released and the best fly-caught 
fish released. The competition 
is run by the Shakespeare tackle 
company and the prize is a rod 
from their excellent Oracle 
range. If you have a fish that’s a 

candidate for the award, 
contact me via e-mail. The 
competition has been run to 
encourage voluntary catch-and-
release and hopefully we can 
keep release levels high.

However, Severn anglers 
don’t support compulsory catch-
and-release or any new 
restrictions. This opposition to 
statutory restrictions is 
especially strong inview of the 
fact that the river is now 
classified by the Environment 
Agency (EA) as “probably not at 
risk” – ie having a healthy 
sustainable stock.

Salmon anglers will be 
interested in the outcome of the 
judicial review into the 
restrictions on the putcher 
fishery in the Severn estuary. 
The judgment is detailed and 
highly technical. However, the 
gist of it is quite simple.

The EA have been told that 
their restrictions on the Lydney 
putcher ranks amount to an 
effective deprivation of the 
putcher fishermen’s livelihood. 
Therefore they are liable to pay 
them compensation.

This represents a massive 
and humiliating defeat for the 
attempt by senior figures in the 
EA and Natural Resources 
Wales (NRW) to push through 
the effective closure of the 

commercial fishery without 
paying compensation to  
those affected.

Instead of seeking a 
reasonable compromise, a vast 
amount of public money has 
been wasted on this case by 
trying to bludgeon the estuary 
fishermen into submission. I feel 
very sorry for the EA staff 
ordered to carry out a strategy 
that they and everyone else 
knew was doomed from 
the start.

The judges did provide the 
EA with one fig leaf to cover 
their embarrassment. They 
ruled that the impositions on 
the putcher ranks were not 
“irrational” in the legal sense.  

Even so, they wouldn’t 
endorse the EA’s absurd claim 
that only 5.5 per cent of the 
estuary catch upstream of the 
Wye mouth up to Gloucester 
originate from the Severn, while 
56.4 per cent come from the 
Wye and 38.2 per cent  
from the Usk.  

The intransigent attitude of 
the EA (and NRW behind the 
scenes) will be facing further 
challenges, both political and 
possibly legal. The estuary lave-
netters are in revolt at the 
absurd single-fish limit that has 
been imposed on them. John 
Powell, secretary of the  
Severn Estuary  
(net and fixed engine) 
Fishermen’s  Association 
pointed out the absurdity of the 
whole situation: “The 
restrictions on us are supposed 
to be in place to protect the 
Wye spring salmon stock, but 
we don’t start fishing  
until June!”

If anyone has any reports 
from fishing the river or 
enquiries, don’t hesitate to 
contact me at tomhrigby@
btinternet.com – TOM RIGBY.

SOUTH-WEST 
WALES

IT IS disappointing to report that 
the sewin season seems to 
have got off to a rather poor 
start, most clubs in our region 
offering explanations and 
theories as to why the fish that 
have entered the rivers seem 
reluctant to take. Indeed, an 
inexperienced angler could 
argue that the rivers are devoid 
of fish. This, I’m pleased to say, 
is not the case. 

Most clubs are reporting 
decent numbers of sewin, and 
rather encouragingly salmon, in 
the rivers following the spates 
of early June. They just seem 

SEVERN

JUNE PROVIDED excellent 
running water but poor fishing 
conditions. The lower and 
middle river was out for most of 
the month and even the upper-
river hotspots were unfishable 
for three weeks.

What catches we’ve seen 
have been during the limited 
windows when the river has 
dropped to a fishable height.

On June 5 Jason Tapp landed 
a 13-pounder on a Rapala from 
the lower river, followed by a  
15 lb specimen zander. Harry 
Dawson added a 9 lb fish to his 
total on June 9, Brian Knight 
had a seven-pounder and 
Johnny Love a 14-pounder – all 
on a Flying C. On the 11th 
Johnny was back in action again 
with fish of 12 lb and 15 lb. On 
the 12th the river rose a foot or 
so and was very heavily 
coloured as a result of 
thunderstorms in the Midlands. 
And from the 13th it was 
unfishable.

Despite fish being seen in 
numbers there was little effort 
throughout early June. This is 
because people were waiting 
for what many now call the 
“start of the season” on June 16 
– when bait-fishing is allowed 
and you can take a fish for the 
table. Unfortunately, come the 
16th the river was u nfishable.

As levels slowly came right, 
the first angler in on the action 
was Harry Dawson, with a 
14-pounder on worm from the 
upper river. Harry has an 
unerring ability to put himself in 
the right place at the right time, 
and understands just how 
important the water level is to 
success in salmon fishing. I just 
wish the tracking device I fitted 
on his car was still working!

On June 19 heavy rain in 
Wales saw another rise that put 
the river out until catches 
started again on the 23rd.

Phil Powell had an 8 lb fish on 
worm from the lower river; Cliff 
Hemming had a six-pounder and 
lost two more on a Flying C. 

Towards the end of June lots 
of hard-running fish were 
showing at the lower-river 
weirs. On the 24th Arthur 
Bowers landed a seven-pounder 
on a Devon minnow, Phil Powell 
a four-pounder on worm, and 
Toby Fletcher two 4 lb fish on a 
Flying C. The four-pounders 
landed, and many more fish of 
similar size seen, show that the 
Severn grilse are perfectly on 
time for the usual start of their 
run at the end of June.
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A FISHERY TO TRY  
THIS MONTH

Lower Kinnaird, River Tay
Lower Kinnaird starts at the River Tummel road bridge, 
incorporating the last three salmon pools of the River  
Tummel and down into the renowned Junction pool, where the 
Tummel meets the Tay. The beat extends a further two miles 
downstream and incorporates some of the best  
fly water on the Tay. 

The fishing hut has been upgraded to a very high standard 
and is one of the best on the Tay system. It has full cooking 
facilities, hot and cold water, WC, fridge and freezer. 
Day-tickets for salmon and sea-trout cost £96 
Contact Tom Carter, FishPal. Tel: 01573 470 612 
Purchase tickets online at www.fishpal.com/Scotland/Tay/
LowerKinnaird

High water 
spoils Severn 
salmon 
fishing



uninterested in all that’s thrown 
at them. The most likely 
explanation is that the sudden 
rise in temperature in recent 
weeks has resulted in the low 
water in our rivers warming up, 
and as a result, dissolved 
oxygen has fallen, leaving the 
fish dour – though this is not, I 
might add, a proven theory.

Concerns over the threat of a 
dry summer were, however, 
diminished in the second week 
of June, when heavy rain gave a 
rise in water levels. This water 
resulted in a change to fishing 
fortunes and brought fish on the 
take, with anglers faring well 
with spinning gear. Penri 
Edwards took a very fresh 
three-pounder and saw other 
fish on the Rhydyfelin beat of 
the Ystwyth. Anglers on the 
Rheidol also caught fish during 
the rise, Alistair Dryburgh losing 
an estimated 15 lb salmon on a 
Rapala, after it ran 100 yards 
downstream of where he 
hooked it, near the upper Mill 
pool. Gareth Jones returned a 
salmon of about 7 lb and then 
promptly lost another, 
estimated in double figures. 

Night-fishing has been 
patchy and has provided only 
brief periods of settled, low 
water in which to fish.  
As we write (end of June), we 
are still experiencing unsettled 
weather, and both Aberystwyth 
rivers are in spate. 

Notable fish have been 
caught at night by David Lloyd, 
with fish of 7 lb and two of 4 lb; 
Pete Edgington landed one of  
6 lb and Dave Luckhurst also 
had a fresh six-pounder.

Steve Esmonds of the River 
Cleddau reports that the first 
fish of the season were caught 
in the second week of June, 
with fish responding to a stiff 
westerly wind. More salmon 
are reported to have entered 
the system than is usual for this 
time of year, which is good 
news, but these fish again seem 
reluctant to take. Adrian Batty 
took three sewin to 3 lb and two 
salmon; Steve Esmonds had 
three fish to 4 lb, and Steven 
Evans was unlucky to lose his 
first-ever salmon at the net. Fish 
are plentiful in the estuary, and 
will no doubt be heading 
upstream given water.

Dai (Half Moon) Williams of 
Llandysul AA reports that fish in 
the Teifi seem to be running 
hard, and that there are good 
numbers of small fish of about  
1 lb in the system, with catches 
plentiful. Notable catches are a 
salmon of 8 lb on a Rapala, and 

two sewin of 2 lb to Dai himself. 
Andrew Thomas caught a fresh 
eight-pounder and Steffan 
Jones landed a fish of 11 lb 8 oz, 
both on fly at night. Steffan and 
local angler Terry Herbert have 
had success with the salmon 
recently, Terry having caught 
four. There are also reports of a 
14 lb sea-trout taken from 
Pentre Cwrt, also on fly. 

Concern was raised about 
the potential damage netsmen 
on the lower Teifi are causing to 
fish stocks. The nets enjoyed a 
bumper early summer, faring 
considerably better than the 
anglers. Eyebrows will be raised 
as to what may happen if 
compulsory catch-and-release 
measures are imposed on only 
the conventional angler.

David Sweet of the River 
Nevern reports that fish 
arrived in numbers during the 
first spate in June and some 
were caught during this period. 
David himself managed a 4 lb 
sewin, and had numerous 
offers, and Dafydd Rhys from St 
David’s also landed a superb 
five-pounder on fly at night. Phil 
Lewis caught four fish to 3 lb on 
a Rapala in high water. Being a 
small spate-river the Nevern is 
reliant on regular spates to get 
fish running, and generally 
fishes well once the water 
drops to fly-fishable levels.

Mike Lench on the Aeron
reports seeing lots of fish 
jumping over the weir in 
Aberaeron. The current rain is 
sure to encourage fish off the 
tides and I’m sure in next 
month’s report we will be 
mentioning successful anglers 
on this river, too, given 
favourable water. –  
NATHAN PURSALL  
and MARK SEDGWICK. 

TEES

SOME FINE trout have been 
caught by fly-fishers in many 
parts of the river. Dry-fly 
enthusiasts have done well with 
a range of patterns. Sedge-type 
patterns have brought fish to 
the surface and some fish over 1 
lb have been landed with odd 

ones around 2 lb. Also figuring 
in catches were grayling, with 
several over 1 lb.

The Northumbrian Water 
Teesdale Reservoirs, 
Balderhead, Cow Green and 
Selset, have produced some 
fine sport with wild brown 
trout. Black Pennell, Zulu, Bibio, 
Black and Peacock Spider, 
Bumbles and Kate McLaren 
have all figured in catches. At 
Cow Green catches of up to 13 
fish per session with fish to  
1 lb 4 oz have been reported.

A roving permit for all three 
waters costs £9 per day. Phone 
Grassholme Reservoir on 01833 
641 121. Your can pay by debit or 
credit card over the phone. 
Fishing is by fly and worm only.

Fish-counts on the Tees to 
the end of May were 55 
upstream migratory fish. –  
D. N. C. 

TILL

A RISE of water over June 17-19 
brought in a good run of sea-
trout. The Ford and Etal
Estates beats did well, with 
some lovely fish landed. The 
river peaked around 1 ft 6 in  
at Heaton Mill and at  
3 ft 9 in at Redscar Bridge.

Out on Upper Tindal, 
Michael Young landed two sea-
trout at 2 lb on a size 10 Peter 
Ross at the Burnmouth. He then 
fished Redscar, catching a 2 lb 
sea-trout on a Silver Stoat. His 
fishing partner, Phil Rutherford, 
landed one of 3 lb on a size 10 
Teal, Blue and Silver. Mark 
Humble caught a 5 lb salmon in 
the Falls pool on spinner.

A group of seven French 
anglers fished mainly for trout 
and grayling but one of them, 
Sebastian Charmetant from 
Grenoble, caught a 3 lb sea-
trout on a 3 lb tippet and a 
Bosnian beadhead nymph.

Kevin Woods paid two visits, 
catching sea-trout of 3 lb and  
2 lb on a Secret Weapon. 
Michael Young was back again, 
landing fish of 3 lb 8 oz and 2 lb 
in the Barley Mill Stream on 
Upper Tindal.

Paddy Hogg caught two 6 lb 
salmon in the Barley Mill Upper 
Stream and Gauging Station on 
a Mepps. Alan Lumsden caught 
a 2 lb sea-trout on spinner. 
Michael Simpson had a 3 lb sea-
trout on a Bloody Butcher on 
Redscar and Kevin Woods  
sea-trout of 5 lb and 2 lb  
on a Silver Stoat.

Steve Johnson had sea-trout 
of 4 lb and 3 lb in Pennies 
Policies, Redscar, on spinner.

Nick Wilkinson fished 
Redscar, catching sea-trout of  
4 lb 8 oz, 3 lb and 2 lb 8 oz, while 
Martin Pepper caught two at  
2 lb 8 oz and 2 lb on Upper 
Tindal House on spinner.

Steve Johnson was back 
again on Lower Tindal with 
Graham Wilson and they had a 
red-letter day with fish to 5 lb. 
Nick Wilkinson was out again, 
landing a 2 lb 8 oz sea-trout and 
a 10 lb salmon at Pennies 
Policies on Redscar on a  
small Flying C.

Ray Mullis and Ian Hamilton 
each had a brace of 2 lb 8 oz 
sea-trout on Redscar to worm.  
David Butcher and party fished 
Redscar and David caught a 5 lb 
sea-trout on his own fly pattern, 
the Brigadier. Other members of 
his party lost some big sea-
trout! Nick Craigs and Johnny 
Lloyd fished the Barley Mill pool 
on Upper Tindal, catching  
three sea-trout to 3 lb on 
tandem lures.

On the Tiptoe beat, Paul 
McKinlay landed a 2 lb sea-trout 
in the Beach pool, and Graham 
Stein had one of the same 
weight on a Silver Stoat in the 
Pump House just before dark. 
Penny Easy landed a sea-trout 
of just over 1 lb in the Top 
Stream. Graham Stein had a 
sea-trout in the Beach pool, and 
Tom Roberts a two-pounder on 
a size 12 Teal, Blue and Silver. 
Mike Smith and Mr Shankie had 
a sea-trout each in the Top 
Stream on a small Toby.

Out on Tyneside Anglers’ 
Syndicate waters John Adams 
had a good day with sea-trout of 
7 lb 4 oz, 4 lb and two at 2 lb 8 oz 
– all on Mepps in coloured 
water. Bernard Westgarth had a 
3 lb 7 oz sea-trout on a small 
Silver Butcher.

Given plenty of water, the 
September fishing can be good, 
with clean fish running well into 
November most years. –
DAVID CARRICK.

TYNE

RIVER LEVELS have generally 
been very low, with the odd rise 
that set fish running. No fewer 
than 1,351 migratory fish ran 
through the fish-pass at Riding 
Mill on June 13 –the highest 
one-day count for June on 
record. The count so far for June 
is now 2,302 and for the season 
to date 3,294. 

Anglers had to resort to very 
small flies, sometimes down  
to size 16.

I was at Kielder Water for the 
Jack Charlton Disabled Anglers’ 
Association Trout Cup on June 9 
and was surprised by how much 
water there was in the 
reservoir. It has been claimed 
that the level was below the 
trigger point for releases.  
But what I saw was a level 
healthy enough to give the 
water-starved Tyne an 
occasional release.

In June I saw some dead fish 
in the upper estuary and an odd 
one higher up. Fish bearing 
fungus were also reported to 
me. As I write, warm weather 
coupled with very low water 
could well spark off fish deaths 
in the estuary.

At last, on June 22, a Kielder 
release was made by the 
Environment Agency and this 
soon improved fishing on the 
North and main Tynes. Bywell
had at least 13 fish to 19 lb for 
the week, while Haughton 
Castle on the lower North Tyne 
got off the mark with three 
salmon and a sea-trout. 
Warden had a day of four 
salmon and Chesters had five.

Some good fish were caught, 
even in the often meagre flows. 
Small flies, light lines and 
careful wading paid dividends. 

Anglers out on the Bywell 
beats had the best sport and by 
late June had totalled 105 
salmon and three sea-trout. 
Styford has managed 21 for 
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in Cleddau
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the season so far and one sea-
trout. Eltringham has caught 
five salmon for the season and 
Dilston managed six and  
one sea-trout.

Fish were running upstream 
and a number were caught 
above Hexham. I heard of a few 
fish landed as high upriver as 
Haltwhistle on the South Tyne. 
Some fish were lost in the 
Bardon Mill area.

Tyne’s Meet totalled six 
salmon, while Warden had eight 
and two sea-trout. Chollerton 
remained fishless, as did 
Haughton Castle. Chipchase 
Castle had one salmon and  
one sea-trout.

By the time this report is 
read, salmon should be 
populating most areas of the 
Tyne catchment. 

Among those successful on 
Bywell was Sarah Iverson of the 
North East Fly Casting Club with 
two around 12 lb to fly. Graham 
Howse landed a salmon at the 
Tyne’s Meet, and Alistair 
McEwan had fish of 8 lb, 8 lb 
and 13 lb in one day at Dilston.

Several fish were landed in 
the Hexham area on fly. Brian 
Hankin had one below 
Corbridge, and Andrew Potts 
caught a 3 lb sea-trout on  
the main river.

Fishing at Warden, Mick 
Nulty caught salmon of 14 lb 
and 9 lb. On the Baddox beat 
Alistair Blundell landed  
salmon of 8 lb and 10 lb.

Bywell had a good week of 
16 salmon caught in very low 
water on small flies. Salmon 
were slipping upstream and  
a couple to 12 lb were  
caught at Chesters.

Among the catches on 
Tyneside Anglers’ Syndicate 
water was a 9 lb 2 oz salmon for 
David Allen on a blue-and-silver 
Toby on June 23 followed the 
next day by one of 10 lb 2 oz on 
a Red Ally’s by Paul Page off the 
South Tyne at Bardon Mill.

An outstanding brown trout 
of 3 lb 8 oz was caught in the 
Commander Dunn pool at 
Wylam by Paul Page.  
Gary Cruickshank caught a sea-
trout of 1 lb 8 oz in the Stanley 
Burn pool on a Mepps. I landed 
a 13 lb salmon on Tyneside 
Anglers’ Syndicate water at 
Stanley Burn, Wylam 
in very low water. 

If any beats, parties or 
individuals would like a  
mention in this column, please 
contact me on 0191 4133 789 or 
e-mail davecarrickryton@
hotmail.com –  
DAVID CARRICK.

TYWI 

THE JUNE rainfall encouraged 
anglers out in force, and it’s 
good to report many fish have 
been caught. 

Abergwili Club anglers 
Michael Morris and Dai Ellias 
returned fish on the Gwili. 
Michael also lost two salmon on 
Bryn Tywi. On the Carmarthen 
District club water, a few 
salmon over 10 lb have been 
caught by John Davies and Viv 
Carway; Steve John also caught 
a silver 4 lb sewin. On the 
Carmarthen Amateur Angling 
Association water Terry Jones 
caught a 11 lb salmon on an Irish 
minnow. At Abercothi  
M. Dwerryhouse caught a 13 lb 
sewin, and A. Bailey had a  
good night, taking four sewin  
to 6 lb. John Watkins  
had a 13  lb sewin.

The first spate of the season 
at Golden Grove resulted in a 
fantastic run of salmon and sea-
trout. More than 140 sea-trout 

and 20 salmon have been 
caught. John Daniel had sea-
trout of 5 lb 8 oz, 7 lb 8 oz and  
11 lb from the College pool, 
Cilsane. David Watkins returned 
a 15 lb salmon at Rofawr 
Stakes. Barry Stearne had a 
14-pounder from Paradise Flats. 
Tim Bailey from France, on his 
first visit to Golden Grove, had a 
10 lb salmon and a 14 lb sewin. 
Adrian Batty did well, with 15 
sea-trout and four salmon. Rene 
Alleyne had 20 sea-trout and a 
15 lb salmon. A special mention 
goes to Neil Thomas, who 
caught sea-trout of 5 lb, 6 lb,  
14 lb 8 oz and salmon of 15 lb 
and 14 lb in one afternoon  
from Cilsane. 

On the Cross Hands club 
waters Roger Jones had sewin 
from the Typicca beat. Fish have 
been caught in the upper 
reaches after the recent spate. 
On the Llandeilo water, sisters 
Isobel (aged ten) and Isla (seven) 
Lavery showed  their father, 
committee member Bryan, how 
to catch fish, Isla returning three 
small sewin, and Isobel one of  
4 lb. Sewin between 4 lb and 6 
lb were caught by Vince Rees, 

Ian Williams, and Kevin Roberts. 
Smaller sewin were also quite 
numerous, many anglers taking 
fish around the 2 lb mark, and 
Martyn Evans catching one on 
his first-ever visit to Llandeilo 
waters. However, pick of the 
bunch was a salmon of around 
18 lb released by Gethin Jones 
at Llyshendy. A few others 
around 8 lb-10 lb were also 
caught. 

Llangadog club waters held 
fish, and a cracking fresh-run 
salmon of 11 lb was caught on a 
conehead Monkey. Up at 
Llandovery Angling 
Association, Adrian Thomas led 
the way, taking a very fresh 
salmon of around 8 lb 8 oz and a 
few sewin. Sewin were also 
caught by Mike Hill, Rob Salt 
and Steve Pritchard. Many of 
these fish were caught above 
the town, which shows they ran 
upstream very quickly.  

Anglers up and down the 
river reported seeing many 
salmon running – the most for 
many years – one angler on the 
Gwaun Cae Gurwen
Association reporting a good 
run going through the club’s 
Whitemill beat. 

Over on the Loughour Lyn 
Williams had a 7 lb sewin on a 
Rapala from the Pontardulais 
club water, and Mathew Jones, 
Nath Jones, and Craig Williams 
all had sewin from the 
Ammanford Association water. 

After a rather slow start 
there has been some optimism 
about the increased run of fish, 
so let’s hope it continues. –
ALEX YOUNG, JAMIE 
HARRIES and ALED DAVIES.

USK

A WET June brought a good run 
of salmon and grilse into the 
river. In the wet weather the 
trout fishing remained steady, 
with fish to 3 lb caught. At 
Swan Meadow Di Mace 
landed a fine 2 lb specimen. 

On the Usk Town water 
Brent de Boode, a regular visitor 
from Holland, caught his first 
salmon at 13 lb on an Usk Grub. 
Below Newbridge Simon Toms 
returned six salmon to 16 lb on 
fly. Geoff Townsend had five 
from 4 lb-13 lb on fly. At 
Newbridge John Harris put back 
three grilse in an afternoon. 
Stephen Davies had a good 
silver fish of 18 lb and  
Dr John Davies an eight-
pounder on spinner. 

At Lower Llangibby 11 
salmon from 8 lb-16 lb were 
recorded, with success for Bob 

Calcatera, Marco Orsi, Angello 
Belli, Ray Knight and David 
Harry. Near Brecon Mark 
McCloy had four salmon and 
there was one for Martyn Price 
at 13 lb. At Yspytty Jack 
Saunders took a nine-pounder 
on spinner and there were two 
for Colin Saunders at 10 lb. At 
Swan Meadow Julian Humm 
caught three salmon on spinner, 
Simon Ramm one of 8 lb and 
Kim Mace also had an  
eight-pounder.

At Bridge Meadow Les 
Bailey was successful with two 
fish to 13 lb. At Clytha Simon 
Pearson had an 11 lb salmon on 
a Willie Gunn. On the Gwent 
water Peter Mathias had a 10 lb 
fish on an Usk Grub. There were 
also grilse for Peter Murrin at  
4 lb and Ed Sims at 3 lb.

There have been a number of 
poaching incidents on the lower 
and middle river. Anglers are 
reminded to report all such 
incidents to Natural Resources 
Wales on 0800 807 060.

PROSPECTS 
Fly, spinner or bait may be 
used for salmon prior to 
Sept 16. From this date 
onwards bait is prohibited. 
Anglers are reminded to 
keep only the occasional 
salmon. For trout, revert to 
Olives until the season 
draws to a closes on Sept 
30. – JEAN WILLIAMS.

WEAR

THE RIVER was pitifully low in 
May and June, with only the 
odd inch or two rise. This meant 
challenging conditions for 
anglers, especially during day. A 
few fish have been caught, with 
the best sport at night.  
Reports received tell of good 
numbers in the lower river 
waiting for water.

In late June visiting angler 
Paul Page, fishing Tyneside 
Anglers’ Syndicate water 
caught two sea-trout of  
around 2 lb on fly.

Fish-counts up to the end of 
May showed a total of 284 
through the fish-passes at 
Framwellgate. It is unclear what 
has gone through during June.

September can be a prime 
month on the Wear, given 
water.  – DAVID CARRICK. 

WESSEX 
WATERS

BY THE end of June the 
Somerley beat of the 
Hampshire Avon had 
produced more than 80 fish,  
25 of them grassed by Paul 
Greenacre. In one day in June 
Paul had four fish to 20 lb. 

The fact that Somerley has 
beaten last year’s total of 72 
was ironically inked to the 
referendum result. For it was 
here that the late Brian 
Marshall and others mounted a 
campaign in Brussels to ban the 
Irish drift-nets. One colleague, 
estate manager John Levell 
recalled, “EA board members, 
politicians, ministers and Defra 
officials all came back with 
totally negative and dismissive 
responses.” But in the end sheer 
bloody-minded persistence 
persuaded the EU it was the 
right move. As John Levell 
blogged, “Fingers crossed that 
when Europe give us our 
marching orders we don’t throw 
out the EU legislation that 
currently protects our rivers. 
Without it the future of our 
environment and rivers is 
extremely bleak.” 

Downstream on the Royalty
water, tungsten nymphs and the 
dear old Devon minnows 
accounted for half the June  
fish, with a total of 58  

A FLY TO TRY THIS MONTH

“Fantastic” 
salmon and 
sewin run at 
Golden Grove

Shuttlecock Corixa
Hook Size 12-14 Kamasan B170  Thread Brown    

Wing Three or four natural CDC plumes  Body Pearl and gold 
LiteBrite mix  Shellback Natural Cock pheasant tail fibres



recorded up to the month’s end.
And there’s even good news 

from the Test, the EA’s Kerry 
Sims revealing that the early 
run of fish this year has been 
better than in 2015. The agency 
has installed an anti-poaching 
barrier across the estuarine 
section through which the 
entire salmon run passes. The 
EA is also involved via project 
officer Heb Leman with eight 
separate restoration tasks on 
the Test – the highest number 
so far. Among them, according 
to Fishing Breaks’ Simon 
Cooper, is a grant-aided 
£20,000 scheme involving the 
Wild Trout Trust, the EA and the 
owner to help improve 500 
metres of the delightful  
Dever tributary.  

Heb explained that most 
work will narrow overly wide 
sections to improve bankside 
and in-channel habitat. He said, 
“There’s also the continuing 
challenge of encouraging 
keepers to manage less 
intensively and to educate rods 
to appreciate the importance of 
these rivers and that it’s  
not all about catching big fish 
from a canal.” 

And good news, too, from 
Dever keeper Chris de Cani, who 
reported “The Dever’s a 
different river compared to last 
year. Now it’s gin clear, with 
plenty of fly and fishing its head 
off. All of our regular fishermen 
have commented on it.” He 
suspects: “possibly a change of 
practice at the water treatment 
works. They seem to have 
upped their aeration  
and are firing water ten feet 
into the air.”

But over on the Frome it’s 
Wessex Waters in the dock – 
yet again. Last month they were 
trying to flood a Salisbury club 
beat with dirty water not fit for 
human consumption. This 
month, Frome fisheries chair 
Charles Dutton accused them of 
discharging raw sewage  
into the river, an SSSI,  
via a broken pipe. 

That was investigated by the 
EA, who reported it was 
“permitted treated sewage 
effluent” which, amazingly, “is 
meeting all the conditions of the 
permit.” Wessex Water, 
however, thought there was no 
rush, telling the EA it was 
planning to look at the problem 
in July and only then “prepare a 
plan to correct the pipe.” 

The EA is investigating the 
Stoborough brook – an 
important sea-trout spawning 
stream – which became so thick 

with silt that it might well lead 
to a prosecution. Once again it 
was the anglers who raised the 
alarm, which was particularly 
ironic since a local pilot 
programme aimed at improving 
the area is headed and run by 
none other than Wessex Water. 
– GRAHAM MOLE.

WYE

JUNE WAS another good 
month, with fish of exceptional 
quality entering the river on 
most tides. The spectre of a dry 
month was lifted by a couple of 
moderate spates towards the 
middle of the month. 
      The first was quite small and 
very dirty, which did little for the 
upper beats, but a second 
shortly afterwards did give 
upstream beats a share of the 
spoils, despite this one also 
being very dirty and which even 
at the time of writing has failed 
to clear completely. With the 
tributaries fairly low and 
temperatures only moderate, it 
was unclear just what was 
causing the stain but it was very 
persistent and many anglers 
remarked on the strange colour

Although the Flying C was 
well to the fore again, some 
good fish were caught on fly. 
The quality was excellent and 
many fish, even those upriver, 
were sea-liced, though some of 
the earlier fish were colouring 
up quite markedly as the  
month progressed.

The only slight concern was 
the apparent lack of migrating 
smolts. Last year, and especially 
the year before, good runs of 
smolts were in evidence, 
especially on the lower beats. 
This year I don’t recall them 
being mentioned anywhere by 
anyone. Conditions were good 
for migration and many do so at 
night, of course, but they were 
conspicuous by their apparent 
absence this season.

As for catches, the usual 
beats and suspects were well to 
the fore. Wyesham picked up 
fish most days, with further fish 
to George Adams, Mike Timmis 
and Joe Cobley, and they ended 
the month with around 155 fish. 
Bigsweir, too, were 
consistent, with fish straight off 
the tide on many days and their 
total, too, is well over 100 fish. 
Upper Bigsweir also produced 
fish, Nathan Jubb again adding 
to his score, which included a 
fish of around 20 lb which was 
fin-clipped, presumably from 
the now-defunct SNR scheme. 
He also had four in one day as 

the month neared its end.  
Another fin-clipped fish of 
around 10 lb was taken at 
Ingeston by Peter Hickman, 
where Lyn Cobley and his 
regulars continued to pick up 
fish, taking their score to 60. 
Don Macer Wright also had 
more fish off his Wyebank/
Courtfield beats, ending on 
around 33 fish for their  
season so far.
The middle river was fairly 
quiet, though places such as 
Goodrich, and Sheepwash/
Golden Mile gave up fish to 
their regulars as did HDAA
waters, Lugg’s Mouth etc.

Further upstream, Whitney
and the Red Lion had the odd 
fish as did Caemawr, with two 
fish each to Roger Rayner and 

Spencer John. Spreadeagle 
produced fish, as did the 
adjacent beat, the Rectory, 
where Simon Evans reported 
four fish to 22 lb one evening, all 
on fly. Glanwye was the best 
of the beats in the Erwood/
Builth Wells section but the 
Nyth, Gromaine and Pyll-y-
Faedda, where Brian Skinner 
had three fish in one day, also 
had the odd fish. A couple came 
off the Builth Wells water – 
the first of the season – and a 
couple of fish came from 
Llysdinam, the uppermost 
beat to catch fish.

Individual catches were too 
numerous to name but several 
anglers had their first-ever 
salmon. Harry Chatfield Roberts 
had his first two from Glanwye 
at 8 lb and 16 lb, Tim Springham 
had a 12 lb fish from Gromaine, 
Paul Edwards a first from 
Wyesham at 12 lb and  
Phillip Evans had a ten-pounder 
from Wyesham.

So many new – and some 
experienced anglers new to the 
river – had a taste of the quality 
of fish the Wye was world 
renowned for, and even the 
esteemed editor of this 
magazine had a couple of fish 
from Goodrich and T&S staff 
writer James Beeson had one, 
which I forgot to mention last 
month. Although no really big 
fish appeared in June, with the 
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average size of the 2sw fish 
around 8 lb-10 lb, there was still 
a good proportion of fresh fish 
in the upper teens and as 
already mentioned quite a few 
of them were sea-liced.

The reported total so far for 
the month is around 204 fish, 
which is down on last year’s 
June total but the season’s 
running total so far is well 
ahead of any recent years on 
around 750 thanks in the main 
to the April catch and the May 
score of over 300. It looks as 
though June will not be the 
river’s best month for once but 
prospects for July look 
promising with more rain 
forecast as I write and good 
numbers of fish reported  
from many areas. 

There are still reports of 
sewage in the main river below 
Redbrook, although Welsh 
Water deny all knowledge of it. 
Algae seems a persistent threat 
whenever conditions favour it, 
especially on the middle  
and lower beats.

It’s raining heavily as I write 
this so the threat of low water 
does not seem an issue at the 
moment and for once all areas 
of the river are capable of 
catching fish and look likely to 
continue to do so for the 
foreseeable future. –
GEOFF FRANKS.

YORKSHIRE 
ESK

THE RIVER had a spate in early 
June, followed by another on 
the 19th and sea-trout plus a 
few salmon were running. A 
small rise on June 23 also 
livened things up again. During 
the spate on June 19 the nets 
were not employed due  
to rough seas.

Sea-trout of 8 lb and 12 lb 
were recorded. Two salmon 
were also caught on the Egton 
Estate water. Sea-trout 

catches on the Egton day- ticket 
water were in excess of 35, 
which is encouraging for this 
time of the season.

Keen rods using traditional 
sea-trout patterns have done 
well, especially with running 
fish that were stopping  
for a breather. Stealth was 
required as the fish were  
easily spooked.

On the Esk Fisheries 
Association water reports 
indicate a reasonable run of 
good fish. Among the catches 
was a 12 lb salmon in the 
Balcony Run and a 6 lb sea-trout 
from the Cable Pool. The Rough 
produced a 13 lb salmon. Sea-
trout catches were good, with 
fish of 3 lb and 2 lb from Bridge 
pool and Schofield’s pool. The 
Cable pool produced sea-trout 
of 4 lb 6 oz, 4 lb and 2 lb 7 oz. On 
June 7 the river fell away but a 
4 lb bar of silver was caught in 
Lower Donkins, then a three-
inch rise saw an 8 lb salmon 
landed in Upper Donkins. On 
June 15 an 8 lb sea-trout – an 
absolute cracker – was caught 
in the Treadmill pool and 
another beauty of 9 lb from  
the Toll Road stretch.

The river rose a few inches 
again on June 18 and was in 
perfect ply on the 20th. The 
Balcony area produced fish of  
3 lb and 5 lb and a 2 lb sea-trout 
from the Butterbeck Run. An  
8 lb 8 oz salmon was caught in 
Lower Donkins and a 5 lb sea-
trout from Upper Donkins. On 
June 24, the Esk was again in 
spate after heavy localised rain. 

Increased patrolling of the 
tideway following the Angling 
Trust and Environment Agency’s 
“Operation Traverse” will 
hopefully keep illegal netting in 
this vulnerable sector clear so 
that salmon and sea-trout can 
make their way upstream 
unhindered. More fish on the 
spawning redds will mean more 
returning fish to the river.

Wye salmon 
entering  
river on  
most tides



F I S H I NG  R E P ORT S Scotland

The Environment Agency’s 
final monitoring report 
determining the impact of the 
Ruswarp hydro scheme is 
imminent. This report is likely to 
be scrutinised not only by those 
with interests in the fishery 
itself but also farther afield. – 
GREEN TEAL.

Scotland
ABERDEENSHIRE 
DEE

JUNE HAS been a month of ups 
and downs – ups and downs in 
air and water temperatures, ups 
and downs in river height, and 
ups and downs in catches. I 
cannot begin to imagine what a 
difficult period this has been for 
gillies – not only are they having 
to cope with the incredible 
changes wreaked by 
December’s Storm Frank but 
they are having regularly to face 
days when the river has been 
unfishable because of its height 
or the stain it’s carrying. 

As recorded in my last 
column, the final full week of 
May saw 126 salmon and 72 
sea-trout recorded on the 
FishDee website. In the 
following week salmon catches 
fell to 106 but those for sea-
trout soared to 122. Upper beats 

fared best with 38 salmon, 
while the lower river accounted 
for 35. Despite those figures it 
was lower beats – Park and 
Crathes Castle – that 
emerged as most successful of 
the week with eight salmon 
each. The week’s biggest fish, 
an 18-pounder, was taken on 
Waterside & Ferrar – and 
there were several other  
fish in the middle to high teens 
in weight.

There was a drop in both 
salmon and sea-trout catches in 
the week beginning June 6 – to 
97 and 86 respectively. 
Doubtless this was due to the 
fact that the river was low and 
clear at the beginning of the 
week but heavy rain in the 
westernmost catchment on the 
Wednesday meant the water 
became coloured – conditions 
that meant it really was a week 
of two halves. Twenty-eight fish 
were accounted for in the first 
three days while the second 
three saw 69 recorded. 
Throughout the week, fish were 
well spread throughout the 
system from Ardoe & Murtle
to Crathie. I was delighted to 
see the beat, above Ballater, we 
had fished in mid May start to 
catch fish – though I can’t help 
but feel they arrived a bit late! 
Headinch & Cambus 0’May
had a cracking fish of 21 lb on 

the Saturday, a day on which 
another four fish were taken on 
this very pretty beat. 

The week beginning June 13 
saw me with an assortment of 
friends back on the river, on a 
beat just outside Ballater. We 
arrived to find the river in great 
order but were horrified to see 
how the beat had changed, 
thanks to Storm Frank. Pools 
which were once its best have 
either been lost entirely or 
dramatically reduced in size. At 
least one new pool has been 
created but it’s quite short. The 
hut here survived the worst that 
Storm Frank threw at it – but it 
needed a huge amount of work 
to remove the “sludge” inside 
that reached table height. There 
are huge fallen trees up and 
down the bank that will need to 
be dealt with lest another flood 
pick them up and send them 
hurtling downstream. The roads 
have been restored to a very 
high order but there is sand 
everywhere. 

Anyhow, we arrived with 
high expectations, encouraged 
more than a little by the number 
of fish we saw on the Monday 
and Tuesday – in just two pools. 
We’ve fished the beat for more 
than 20 years and I have not 
seen so many salmon in all of 
that time as I saw in just those 
two days. My friend, Aberdeen 
solicitor George Stevenson, got 
us off the mark with a beautiful 
fish of about 6 lb. If I tell readers 
that our last two visits to the 
beat have made for zero returns, 
you will understand the level of 
excitement created by this wee 
fish. Then, on Tuesday 
afternoon, it started to rain – 
and it rained and rained and 
rained all evening and night – 
and the river shot up really to an 
unfishable height and with a 
great deal of colour. Despite 
that, Graeme Bingham from 
Crieff was determined to go 
through the motions and, 
unbelievably, had an offer as he 
began to pull in his line so close 
to the bank that the fish in 
question must have been 
contemplating walking 
upstream! The river stayed high 
and coloured through Thursday 
but began to come into better 
order on the Friday, when 27 
fish were taken from beats as 
far apart as Tilbouries and 
Abergeldie. Fifty-six fish were 
caught from the Monday to 
Thursday while Friday and 
Saturday produced 55. Sadly, 
we didn’t catch a second fish – 
but there’s aye next season! 

The last full week of June 

was the river’s best of the 
season so far when 175 salmon 
and grilse were recorded 
alongside 73 sea-trout. I am 
convinced there would have 
been many more fish taken had 
the river not been comparatively 
lightly fished. I despair a bit 
when I hear some riparian 
owners lament their beats’ poor 
returns while, at the same time, 
seeing few rods fishing there. 
It’s a bit of a Catch 22 – if a beat 
isn’t being fully fished it reports 
poor catches and folk don’t even 
consider fishing there over 
another beat with “healthier” 
numbers. Surely it would be 
better if just the gillies were 
fishing – with friends, if 
possible – than leaving the 
water unfished and submitting 
a nil return for any day or week. 
However, descending from my 
high horse on this issue, I am 
delighted to note that 
Banchory Fishings streaked 
ahead of every other beat with 
an impressive 35 fish for the 
week – 11 for Mark Bowie over 
his three and a half days on the 
water and ten for Jim Fisher in 
just two days. I was delighted to 

fish Crathes Castle during the 
week, though I could only do so 
on the Thursday morning thanks 
to other commitments. It was a 
joy to spend time with gillie 
Brian Sim, and my host 
Raymond Shepherd, a regular 
on the beat. I was most 
impressed to see the new road 
that has been created since the 
December storm and look 
forward to the planned new hut 
being in place soon. While the 
Portakabin-type alternative 
currently in place is perfectly 
adequate, it lacks the charm, 
and riverbank location, of the 
one lost in the floods. While we 
saw fish I was unable to make 
contact with anything – the 
story of my fishing this season, 
I’m afraid. The week did produce 
at least two first salmon – a 6 lb 
grilse for American visitor, Paul 
Storaci, from Park’s Durris 
Stream, and one of 12 lb for 
Johnny Milne from the afore-
mentioned Crathes Castle. 

One hundred and thirty-six 

salmon and grilse plus 60 sea-
trout had been reported to the 
website for the last four days of 
June when I checked early this 
morning. Middle beats are 
enjoying the lion’s share of the 
sport this week, with 63 salmon 
and grilse, but there are still two 
days’ fishing so that might 
change – I will clarify this in my 
next column.

Time and again in June I 
have been told about fish being 
lost. Nothing unusual about 
that, I can hear you say, but 
many of these losses have been 
after really strong takes and fish 
being played for some 
considerable time. Gillies who 
tell me of such incidents cannot 
understand why fish seem to be 
so much softer in the mouth 
than in previous years. One 
angler who has fished the Dee 
for more than 30 years reported 
that he’d never had so many lost 
fish throughout that time. 

As June drew to a close, it 
was good to see some beats 
really pick up – Park, for 
example, had nine for the last 
four days of a month, 
throughout which the beat was 
“lightly fished”. Riparian owner 
William Foster tells me anglers 
have made contact with fish 
every day. Top pools for the 
month were Greenbank, Durris 
Stream (my personal favourite), 
the Kirks (where, several years 
ago, I lost my biggest ever, but 
that’s another story) and Park 
Inn (Mr Foster’s favourite as it 
was where he caught his first 
salmon). Successful flies on the 
beat were size 10-12 and  
Sunray Shadow. 

Banchory Fishings’ Walter 
Raitt could hardly contain his 
excitement as he related the 
beat’s successes. The week 
beginning June 13, for example, 
produced 18 salmon and grilse, 
while the following week saw 
that figure rise to 35. Walter 
tells me that nearer 60 were 
hooked – more evidence of the 
mystery of fish with, apparently, 
“softer” mouths. Another 
alarming piece of evidence of 
the “savagery” of the takes of 
some fish is that guests here 
have already had to kill more 
fish than over previous seasons 
because they have been 
bleeding so profusely having 
been hooked so deeply! 
Successful flies here were, in 
coloured water, any Shrimp 
pattern and Cascades and, in 
coloured water, the Arndilly 
Fancy. Mr Raitt wonders if the 
very clear improvement in 
catches can be attributed to the 
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Pitchroy, River Spey
Set amid the beautiful scenery of Speyside, the country sports 
available at Ballindalloch rank among the best in Scotland. The 
rivers Spey and Avon flow through the grounds and offer 
excellent fishing.

The Pitchroy beat offers one and a half miles of double-bank  
fly-fishing with nine named pools. The beat marches with 
Ballindalloch and Knockando. 

Day-tickets for salmon and sea-trout cost £85 
Contact Tom Carter, FishPal. Tel: 01573 470 612 
Purchase tickets online at www.fishpal.com/Scotland/
Spey/Pitchroy

Dee fishers 
frustrated by 
losing so 
many salmon



removal of nets from Montrose 
Basin, where 22,000 fish were 
recorded last season.

Gillie Karl Revel, from 
Invery/Tilquhillie beats, tells 
me fishers there were 
heartened as June drew to a 
close to see small runs of grilse 
and sea-trout travelling 
upstream. The last few days of 
the month produced five sea-
trout and nine salmon and grilse 
on these beats. Top rod was 
Colin Harvey from Upton-on-
Severn, who also had 
Tilquhillie’s biggest fish – a 
12-pounder from Floating Bank. 
Meanwhile, Alex Anderson, a 
director of Ayrshire Rivers Trust, 
had a lovely 10 lb fish from 
Pantoch. Total catch for the 
month (with the last evening 
still to be reported) was 19 
salmon and 53 sea- trout.

Owner of the 
aforementioned Tilquhillie, 
Lawrence Ross, e-mailed to tell 
me of the success of one young 
fisher on his other beat, Lower 
Blackhall. Local, Macauley 
Tuck, attended an open day at 
Invery a few weeks earlier to 
get some casting tuition with a 
salmon rod. Macauley’s 
diligence was duly rewarded 
with his first salmon – a wee 
grilse – and a sea-trout. 

My last correspondent this 
month was the ever-reliable Ian 
Murray. Ian, as regular readers 
might recall, saw his beats 
(around Ballater) devastated by 
the December floods – it was 
here that caravans and heating 
fuel tanks and a vast and varied 
assortment of debris struck first 
and with huge effect. Ian now 
tells me that there is some hope 
of recovery when he considers 
the results on his beats this year 
compared to 2015. Rhetorically, 
Ian asks if the cycle might have 
“bottomed out” and now be on 
an upward trend. Fish caught 
throughout June on Ian’s beats 
were in tip-top spring condition. 
He observes that there are 
many very big fish in the river 
though these proved difficult to 
catch. Ian, too, tells me of the 
mystery of fish being hooked, 
played for some time and then, 
inexplicably, lost. Always 
philosophical, Ian reflects that 
the river has been changing 
constantly over thousands of 
years and it will always be so – 
a lifetime is, by comparison, 
past in a flash. While this 
sobering thought makes long-
term planning of roads and huts 
a tricky business one must just 
get on with it, live for the day – 
and hope for the best!

PROSPECTS 
In previous years I have 
reported how much better 
the fishing has been during 
July and August than it was 
when I started fishing more 
than 30 years ago. This  
column will appear in the 
September issue of T&S – 
days will be shorter and 
cooler; sea-trout, in the 
main, will have disappeared 
from the river; and fish will 
be determined to forge 
upstream to their spawning 
grounds. Some will, I’m 
sure, already have become 
quite coloured – they’ll not 
be the bonny silver fish we 
all love to catch – but they 
will offer sport to those 
lucky enough to be on the 
river. – POLMONIER.

ABERDEENSHIRE 
DON

THE PROLONGED spell of nice 
summer weather took a huge hit 
when low pressure descended 
over the North-east and heavy 
rain fell over the catchment for 
the whole of the week 
beginning June 13. River levels 
peaked at 6.5 ft and all sorts of 
debris came downstream in the 
swollen coloured water. The 
AWPR work sites struggled to 
cope with the intensity of the 
rain and as a result burns in the 
surrounding and immediate 
areas ran with varying degrees 
of discoloration from heavy 
sediment run-off. On June 16 
Transport Scotland, working in 
conjunction with SEPA officers, 
suspended all major work for 
seven days in order to protect 
waterways and make sure that 
adequate measures and 
monitoring were put in place to 
protect against potential  
further pollution.  

On the fishing front, 
anticipation at the arrival of 
fresh water meant more rods 
were out as levels began to 
recede. Grilse and sea-trout 
pushed into the system along 
with a few bigger summer fish. 
For the next few days river 
conditions were perfect and a 
few anglers reported some 
decent sport, with sea-liced fish 
landed as far upstream as 
Alford. As usual after a flush of 
new water, fresh fish were here 
one minute and gone the next 
as they pushed on upstream. 
Ross Meldrum was one angler 
in the right place at the right 
time, landing two fresh fish of 6 
lb and 13 lb on a Toby at 
Inverurie. Sean Rennie also hit 

a pocket of fish while fishing the 
ADAA waters, landing one 
estimated at 10 lb and losing 
another. j A good number of fish 
were lost – a sure sign of fish 
running hard.

On the upper river, John 
Riley, proprietor of Semeil
Fishings, reported seeing a 
mixture of older and fresher 
salmon holding up in his pools 
and succeeded in landing three 
to 12 lb on fly over two days. On 
the lower river, Grandhome 
Estate beats lost a few days 
before the river became fishable 
again but did manage to land a 
handful of salmon for the month: 
Mark Walker, fishing a Green 
Highlander, had a 12 lb fish, 
Greg Gibb a seven-pounder on a 
Toby, and Bob Newton a  
seven-pounder on fly.  

The sea-trout catch has been 
disappointing for June with only 
the odd one landed.

Just when anglers thought 
we were in for a bumper 
summer spell the action dried up 
almost as quickly as it had 
arrived. The number of fresh fish 
entering dropped off and as the 
month ended catches were back 
to just a few. There seems no 
pattern for returning runs of fish 
these days – they seem to 
appear at any time within or 
outwith the angling season.  
Changed days indeed when you 
could almost be certain the 
grilse run would appear just as 
Wimbledon started! 

Brown trout continue to 
provide great sport. Late 
evenings were the time to be 
out as the bigger fish appeared 
to feed, having sulked in the 
deeper stretches during the 
heat of the day. Trout to 6 lb 
were landed, one such taken by 
Scott Carle at Kintore on a 
Sedgehog. Callum Imray 
returned three between 3 lb and 
5 lb during a two-hour spell. At 
Kildrummy Fishings David 
Littlewood reported trout to 3 lb 
along with a few salmon lost 
from their beats. 

Please contact me at 
martin@riverdon.org with any 
information, catches or photos. 
– MARTIN WEBSTER.

Don salmon 
“here one 
minute and 
gone the next”
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ALNESS

THERE ARE times when the 
Alness seems jinxed. The river 
was uniformly low or very low 
throughout June – with the 
exception of one small rise (and 
this occurred on a Sunday!)  
The Novar beats were lightly 
fished and blank for June. – 
ANDREW 
GRAHAM-STEWART.

ANNAN

IT HAS been a difficult season 
so far, with very little to report. 
The dry and sunny weather in 
May and June was the best I 
have ever known for 
holidaymakers but not for 
fishermen. There are a few sea-
trout in the river and the earlier 
salmon have settled in. Some 
people are still catching huge 
brown trout.

On the Hallheaths beat a 
good number of sea-trout were 
caught in the last week of June; 
the most notable were a five-
pounder for Nick Edwards and a 
four-pounder for Gordon 
Entwistle. Earlier, Gwilym 
Hughes had 16 brown trout and 
two grayling around 2 lb.

However, June on the 
Newbie beat was 
disappointing, with few fish 
caught. The best sea-trout was 
a 3 lb 12 oz fish from Howes 
Corner caught by Emilio 
Haralambous. Mike Palmer 
landed a 5 lb brown trout  
from Pat’s Bridge. –  
ANTHONY STEEL.

BEAULY

JUNE ON the Lower Beauly was 
encouraging – at least when 
there was adequate water; 
there was a significant increase 
in activity late in the month. Fish 
seemed to run off every tide 
with fair numbers of salmon and 
grilse; the latter (the smaller 

class of one-sea-winter fish 
which are thought to be heading 
for the Farrar) seemed to be 
early by recent standards. 
Fishing was hampered for 
several days when the water 
coloured following a big 
landslide up in Glen Affric.

The week of May 30 (low – 
around zero on the gauge) 
produced seven. The Quarrymill 
party had four, with a brace 
(better 12 lb in Cruives) to  
Dave Downie and one each to 
Mrs E. Glass and M. Glass. The 
Pennington party landed three – 
to Darren Anderson (his 
first-ever salmon, 10 lb in Island 
Run on a Cascade),  
Joy Saunders (12 lb in the New) 
and Donald Fraser.

The week of June 6 
(between zero and 6 in) yielded 
nine, with three (a brace, better 
10 lb in the Sporran, to J. 
Adcock and one to Sam Seago) 
for the Walduck party, a brace 
(12 lb and 13 lb in the Ferry to 
Alan Hancock) for the Hancock 
and Thompson party and four 
(all, best 17 lb in Laundry and  
15 lb in Cruives, to Colin Fell) for 
the RBFS party.

The week of June 13 
(between zero and 1 ft) had 
eight entries in the book, with 
five for the Lovat party (three, 
best 14 lb in the Glide, to Neal 
Drummond, one at 10 lb in North 
Run to G. MacKay and one at 5 
lb in the Glide to Mr Ross), one 
(11 lb in Laundry to H. Sinclair) 
for the Quarrymill party and 
three (a brace to Graham Calder 
and one to Ian Chisholm)  
for the third party.

Fifteen were added in the 
week of June 20 (between zero 
and 9 in) with six (three, best  
17 lb in Ferry North, to Dafydd 
Evans, two grilse to Mike Taylor 
and one at 16 lb in the Old Jetty 
to Andrew Wightman) for the 
Wightman and Taylor party, four 
(three, best 13 lb in the Fly, to  
P. Odling and one at 13 lb in 
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Congratulations to these anglers who have had great success in the past few months

G A L L E RY

A B OV E
Simon Ashton took this 5 lb 7 oz brownie on 
a Shrimp pattern when boat-fishing in the 
North Arm of Rutland Water.

R IGH T
Richard Tomlinson 

with a brace of 
rainbows to 11 lb 

caught on a green 
Apps Bloodworm 

at Blackwood 
Farm Trout 

Fishery.

L E F T
Hope Ingram, 
visiting from the 
USA, caught this 
17-inch wild brown 
on a Mega May 
from the Fox and 
Hounds water of 
the River Taw.

A B OV E
Isabel Lavery with her first-ever 
sewin, from the River Tywi  
at Llandeilo. 

A B OV E
Jim Fisher caught this chunky fish on the Dee 
at Banchory on a size 10 Kinermony Killer.

L E F T Ian Pollard caught this 3 lb 12 oz 
brown trout from the Wharfe at Burnsall.

IN ASSOCIATION WITH WWW.FISHPAL.COM

L E F T
Stuart Eynon with a 9 lb 
salmon caught at Little 
Warham on the River 
Torridge on June 24. This 
was one of five fish in 
three days for Stuart, as 
well as two salmon and a 
sea-trout for fellow rod 
David Middlemiss. 

R IGH T
Dougie Mclean and his 

11 lb sea-trout caught on 
the Tweed at Tillmouth on 

a gold Toby. 
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BE L OW
Young Tegan Brough 
from Orkney
with her first trout. 
The 2 lb 3 oz fish was 
caught on bubble 
float and worm on  
Loch Harray. 

A B OV E 
A Mayfly nymph produced this 21-inch 
Sheelin brownie for Malcolm Capper. 

R IGH T
Sandy Datta with a 

seven-pounder from 
Waterside and 

Ferrar on the 
Aberdeenshire Dee.

A B OV E
Christopher Harold 
took this 7 lb salmon 
from Dinnet on the 
Aberdeenshire Dee.

Breaches to T. Smith) for the 
Wright party and five (13 lb in 
Charlies to Gary Waugh, 13 lb in 
the Ferry to S. Bennie, 10 lb in 
the Ferry to S. O’Donnell and a 
grilse each to S. Robertson and 
B. O’Donnell) for the third party.      

Catches escalated in the 
week of June 27 with 35 logged.

They were excellent runs of 
sea-trout in June with parties 
catching up to a dozen to 3 lb. – 
ANDREW 
GRAHAM-STEWART.

BORGIE

IT IS very odd how the Borgie 
catchment somehow all too 
often can miss out on rainfall 
that envelops the rest of the far 
North. There has been no proper 
spate this year since late April. 
By June the riverbed was more 
stones than water; the loch was 
desperately low and stones and 
rocks were even showing  
in the Falls pool.

As regards catches, the 
week of May 30 (benefiting 
from a little extra water and the 
tail-end of the spring run) 
produced nine. The sequence of 
catches for the next four weeks 
through June was two, two, 
three and seven respectively. 
During the latter week (that of 
June 27) the level rose briefly 
from minus 5 in to minus 2 in 
and five grilse were caught the 
following day. – ANDREW 
GRAHAM-STEWART.

CARRON

JUNE, MUCH of it dogged by 
low water, was a patchy 
interlude with scant returns 
punctuated by the odd plentiful 
week on some beats. In the 
second week, some days were 
unfishable following a landslide 
on a small burn at Alladale in 
the aftermath of an intense 
thunderstorm; this caused the 
water to become the colour of 
milky coffee. In common with 
many other northern rivers the 
Carron seems to be 
experiencing a resurgence of 
good sea-trout this year.

Gledfield was hardly fished 
in June and two grilse were 
recorded – both to Peter 
Weems (who ventured out 
occasionally for an hour) in Little 
Falls on the 21st and 30th 
respectively.

Cornhill’s catches for the 
second half of May are now to 
hand: four (best 20 lb in the 
McGregor) to Duncan Betts in 
the week of the 16th, two (to 
Graeme McPherson and Brian 

Reid) in the week of the 23rd 
and one (13 lb in the Whirl to 
Michael Munro) in the week of 
May 30. Then in the week of 
June 13 Dorothea Kirkwood’s 
party had four – a brace at 9 lb 
each to Ronald Gardiner  
and one each to Ronald Graham 
and Ian Brooks.

Dounie had a quiet June, 
with fish for Peter Holdsworth 
(12 lb in Little Gorge on the 
15th), Richard Taylor and his son 
Henry (a grilse each on the 20th 
and 21st), Alan Bailie (three, 
best 14 lb in the Marge, on the 
28th) and Michael Banks (17 lb, 
fresh-run, in the Mrs Ross  
on the 30th).

I will summarise Gruinards’
June in the next issue as the 
party taking two (productive) 
weeks departed without 
leaving any catch details.

At Braelangwell the first 
two weeks of June were blank; 
the water level (minus 14 in) 
was pretty well as low as it gets 
– except for the very brief dirty 
rise in the second week. Water 
levels were restored (up to  
2 ft 4 in) in the week of June 13 
and Jonathan Sykes’s party 
enjoyed the beat’s best catch so 
far this year with 20 (plus six 
sea-trout) in the book, including 
five (best 15 lb in Miller’s) to the 
host, five (best 12 lb in 
Washerwoman) to Jaimie Corke 
and three to Andy MacInnes. In 
the week of June 20 (zero to 
minus 6 in) Colonel Roger 
Learoyd’s party was restricted 
to two grilse, both in Keeper’s – 
to Ryland Thomas and Richard 
Taylor. The week of June 27 
(minus 8 in) was hard going, 
Patrick Miller’s party recording 
one grilse (to Howard Green in 
Moral) although they enjoyed 
three good nights with the sea-
trout, landing 12 to 3 lb. 
– ANDREW GRAHAM-
STEWART.

CASSLEY

THE LOWER Cassley was 
bedevilled by low water for 
most of June, with inevitable 
consequences for catches.

The week of May 30 
(partially reported in the 
previous issue) finished up with 
five in the book –  
Richard Franklin added  
one more to his tally.

The week of June 6 (no 
water) was blank. The week of 
June 13 (between 2 in and 11 in) 
produced three – to Hamish 
Nicol (10 lb in the Run),  
Mr Bell and Mr Lee.

The week of June 20 
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(between 9 in and 1 ft) yielded 
six, with a brace (better 9 lb in 
the Round) to Ian Hayward, a 
brace (better 8 lb in the Head of 
the Run) to Ron Irvine and one 
each to Dr Lindsay Potts and 
nonagenarian Mike Watson.

In the last four days of the 
month (better conditions – 
between 1 ft and 2 ft 3 in)  
11 fish were recorded, including 
a brace to Granville Barrett and 
one apiece to Helen Ireland, 
Jane Jeffreys, Richard Jeffreys 
and David Theaker.

The Lower Cassley’s total for 
June was 21. – ANDREW 
GRAHAM-STEWART.

CLYDE

FOLLOWING MY report last 
month on the salmon 
homecoming conference, which 
celebrated the return of salmon 
to the various tributaries of the 
Clyde 30 years ago, it seems 
that the Loch Lomond system 
has also been a victim of the 
flawed science used by Marine 
Scotland to advise the 
Government.

One factor used by Marine 
Scotland was the reduction in 
the number of salmon reported 
to have been caught in the 
Lomond system. Due to a 
gradual drop in the number of 
anglers, there was a reduction 
in angling effort. I have been 
informed, by the Loch Lomond 
Angling Association, that the 
salmon population is not in 
decline and individual anglers 
report that sport has been 
better in recent years than it 
was 70 years ago. However, it 
was thought that to analyse the 
available data correctly would 

have been too time-consuming 
and the wrong categorisation 
went ahead regardless.

Regulars on the Loch Lomond 
system will be well aware that 
their sport has not been in 
decline, despite what the 
statistics seem to suggest. I 
apologise to Loch Lomond for 
quoting the information 
presented to the conference 
without the explanation now 
made available by the Loch 
Lomond Angling Association. 
Perhaps Marine Scotland and, 
therefore, the Scottish 
Government, have some 
apologising to do, too.

At last, better news has been 
coming from the Clyde. Huge 
hatches of sandflies went 
ignored, as did similar hatches 
of several species of upwings. 
However, nymphs caught some 
good fish, and the difference, 
compared to May, was that 
trout of 3 lb, 4 lb and even 5 lb 
were caught regularly. There 
have been several reasons 
suggested for this massive 
change in the sport on the 
Clyde. The first was that a two-
week period of warm weather 
had been enough to kick-start 
the normal feeding desires of 
the trout. The quality of the fish 
is thought to be a consequence 
of the comparatively poor  
sport of previous years.

It cannot be forgotten that 
most anglers have been 
voluntarily returning most of 
their trout. The anglers holding 
United Clyde Angling Protective 
Association permits are allowed 
to take two fish each day, but 
most are content to forgo these 
in exchange for the chance to 
enjoy a quality of sport that very 

few have experienced in their 
sporting careers. Excellent 
fishing has been reported from 
the top of the river right  
through to well downstream  
of Carstairs.

The bottom end of the Clyde 
has not seen the same interest 
in trout fishing, most anglers 
being keener on searching for 
salmon. Quite a few of these 
had come up from the estuary 
and found their way to waters 
controlled by the Mid Clyde 
Angling Association, where 
quite a few 6 lb fish were 
caught.

To get there, they have to 
navigate beyond the Tidal Weir 
and the City of Glasgow. The 
combined effect of the barrier, 
and the frequent unsatisfactory 
discharges from outdated 
sewage systems, had been 
uppermost in the thoughts of 
one of the Mid Clyde Angling 
Association’s stalwarts, Kemp 
Meikle, who sadly died a few 
weeks ago. He will be greatly 
missed by all who knew him. 

The salmon were attracted 
by the increased temperatures 
but were then held back by low 
water. When the rain came, 
salmon started to slip quietly 
through the Blantyre fish-pass 
and very soon they were being 
caught in UCAPA water. Most 
were around the 6 lb mark but 
two estimated at 10 lb  
and 13 lb were lost towards  
the end of June. 

A lot has been said and 
written about the high-handed 
way in which the Scottish 
Government imposed a 
Category 3 classification on the 
entire Clyde system. This meant 
an enforced policy of catch-and-
release. It must be remembered 
that this was not the desire of 
the associations that have 
successfully looked after the 
salmon for more than 30 years. 
The decisions are, apparently, 
based entirely upon catches. If 
the Clyde’s anglers desert their 
rivers because of catch-and-
release, the catch returns will 
show an apparent decline, 
seemingly proving that the 
Government’s advisors  
were correct. 

In order to encourage those 
who previously fished their 
water, but have decided to go 
elsewhere instead, the United 
Clyde Angling Protective 
Association has decided not to 
apply the traditional June 
increase to the price of their 
salmon season permit. This can 
represent a reduction of £50 on 
what they might have expected 

to pay. Catch-and-release will 
apply and it is vital that they 
complete, and send back, their 
compulsory catch returns. This 
is the only way to prove that the 
Clyde is not in decline. –  
TOM McGREGOR.

CONON

FOR MOST of June low water 
prevailed; some beats did well 
while others struggled. Water 
levels were restored late in the 
month and the Brahan beats 
took full advantage. It appears 
that there has been a much 
stronger early grilse run  
than has been the case for 
several years.

Brahan reported 17 (three 
salmon on upper, 12 salmon on 
middle and two salmon on 
lower) in the week of May 30, 
nine (one salmon on upper and 
seven salmon and one grilse on 
middle) in the week of June 6, 
35 (eight salmon on upper, 17 

salmon and three grilse on 
middle and two salmon and five 
grilse on lower) in the week of 
June 13, 21 (three salmon on 
upper, seven salmon and seven 
grilse on middle and four grilse 
on lower) in the week of June 20 
and 54 (seven salmon and six 
grilse on upper, 11 salmon and 
16 grilse on middle and six 
salmon and eight grilse on 
lower) in the week of June 27. 
The heaviest fish were 18 lb (to 
Jonny Whitfield in the Kettle 
Stream on June 9) and 22 lb  
(to Mrs H. Egan in the Ferry 
Stream on July 1).

Six first-ever salmon were 
celebrated – by Mr V. Planche  
(8 lb in the Boat on a Tosh on 
May 30), Alec Wright (9 lb in the 
Wall on a Willie Gunn on May 
31), Mr F. Rome (14 lb in the 
Russian on a Willie Gunn on 
June 2), Jasper Judd (12 lb in the 
Kettle Stream on a Cascade on 
June 4), Mr B. Hawley  
(12 lb in the Lake on a Cascade 
on June 13) and Mr B. Laidlow  
(3 lb in Robert’s pool on a 
Cascade on July 2).

At Lower Fairburn, on May 
25 and 26, two were added  
(9 lb in the Kettle to Willie 

Mackenzie and 12 lb in the Boat 
to Scott Buchan), giving a total 
for the week of May 23 of five. 
The week of May 30 (low – 
between 6 in and 8 in on the 
gauge) produced three – a brace 
(better 11 lb in the Boat) to 
Steve O’Donnell and one at 8 lb 
in the Kettle to Douglas 
Campbell. The week of June 6  
(6 in to 8 in) had the same tally 
(all from the Kettle) with a brace 
at 15 lb and 12 lb to Innes Rankin 
and one at 8 lb to Bill 
Mackenzie. The following week 
(6 in to 8 in) George Philip was 
responsible for all four (grilse) 
on a Silver Stoat. In the week of 
June 20 (still low at 6 in to 8 in) 
catches picked up somewhat, 
with ten recorded: seven (best 
18 lb in the Kettle) to Bob Stone, 
a brace (better 13 lb in the Boat) 
to Ian Hockley and a grilse to 
Graham Hockley. 

The week of June 27 (water 
levels restored, between 1 ft 5 
in and 2 ft 2 in) was lightly 
fished, limiting the catch to five, 
with a brace (better 10 lb) to 
Miles Behan, a brace (better 12 
lb in the Kettle) to Charles 
Johnston and one at 15 lb in the 
Colonel to Ronnie Murray.

Below the dam Upper 
Fairburn added ten between 
the start of June and July 2; 
over this period Coul doubled 
its season’s total to 38. By the 
start of July counts through the 
dam were well up on recent 
years. – ANDREW GRAHAM-
STEWART.

CREE AND 
BLADNOCH 

WATER LEVELS remained fairly 
low throughout June, although 
flows were improved compared 
to previous weeks. 
Unfortunately, south-west 
Scotland missed most of the 
rain crossing the country.

Fish began to show mainly in 
the lower beats of the Cree and 
Bladnoch as conditions 
improved slightly. Some were 
showing in the Minnoch
towards the end of June.

Newton Stewart Angling 
Association caught two salmon 
to 9 lb and four sea-trout to 3 lb 
on June 16. Next day on the 
Bladnoch, Jonathan Haley had a 
coloured springer of 10 lb.

On June 20 NSAA members 
caught two salmon to 14 lb and 
two sea-trout to 2 lb on the 
Cree. Linloskin had two sea-
trout to 2 lb, while up on the 
Minnoch at Glentrool, Will 
Marshall caught a bright salmon 
of 10 lb. Next day NSAA had 
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Orange Palmered Hopper
Hook Size 12-14 Kamasan B170 or similar medium-wire wet-fly 

Thread Orange  Body Amber seal’s fur, tied sparse 
Body hackle Hot-orange cock hackle   Legs Four knotted natural 

cock pheasant tail fibres tied on top of body    
Head hackle Olive cock hackle  Head Orange

A FLY TO TRY THIS MONTH

Conon  
enjoys much 
stronger early 
grilse run



another three sea-trout to 3 lb.
On June 27 Linloskin had an 

8 lb salmon, and that same 
morning Gordon Robertson had 
the misfortune to lose three 
good fish on the Minnoch.

As I write (July 2) both rivers 
are rising, and unsettled 
weather is forecast. Provided 
reasonable water levels prevail 
for a few weeks, stocks and 
catches should increase. –  
D. A. B.

DEVERON

ON May 23 Lower Netherdale
had two salmon to 10 lb and 
Glennie one at 12 lb. 
Scatterty, Eden and 
Carnousie all posted salmon 
returns for the week and Eden
and Montcoffer posted  
sea-trout to 5 lb.

The week of May 30 
produced an 8 lb sea-liced 
salmon and a 12 lb fish from 
Marnoch Lodge, and a 6 lb 
fish off Upper Netherdale. 
Sea-trout came off Muiresk
and Eden during the week and 
Friday saw a repeat of Monday, 
Marnoch Lodge posting four 
fish and a 7 lb brown trout and 
Upper Netherdale another 10 lb 
fish to C. McKibben. Carnousie
also posted two on Saturday.

As levels fell to around four 
inches below normal during the 
week catches slowed 
somewhat but Glennie reported 
two salmon to 12 lb.

The week of June 13 kicked 
off with Ardmiddle landing an 
11 lb fish. Rain all day on 
Wednesday made the river rise 
and it eventually peaked around 
6 ft above normal. Levels 
dropped to 4 ft on Thursday but 
heavy rain overnight on 
Thursday and into Friday saw it 
back up to 6 ft.

This gave the river a good 
clean-out and as it cleared from 
higher beats on Saturday, 
Avochie posted two salmon  
at 9 lb and 12 lb and  
Lower Netherdale two  
to Mrs Webb at 11 lb.

The following Monday, June 
20, saw the river open at  
1 ft 2 in. Monday produced the 
most fish reported for any day in 
the past two years as Ardmiddle 
landed a 15 lb salmon, Marnoch 
Lodge two at 9 lb and 12 lb, and 
Muiresk a grilse and a sea-trout. 
The Wrack reported seven 
sea-trout for the early hours of 
Monday and Castle Water, 
Huntly reported two sea-trout 
to 3 lb and a lost salmon.

As levels dropped to nine 
inches Conniecleugh reported 

grilse and salmon to 8 lb. On 
Wednesday Carnousie and 
Upper Netherdale reported two 
salmon to 15 lb and three sea-
trout. Turriff reported sea-trout 
and salmon to 7 lb. Dunlugas
reported good returns of sea-
trout in their best season for 
years, with numerous nights of 
fish landed and lost, including 
eight lost in an hour one night.

The week of June 27 has 
seen salmon catches tail off as 
the fish have made it upriver, 
but fortunately the sea-trout are 
still coming. The fear was that 
the 6 ft rise would allow them 
upriver too quickly.

However, the Wrack kicked 
off the week with sea-liced sea-

trout, and most beats that are 
being fished are posting  
decent returns.

As I write, on July 1, Turriff 
are reporting salmon and  
sea-trout this week  
along with Laithers and  
Upper Netherdale.

Overall, May and June have 
been great. Many beats are 
sitting empty as anglers have 
given up their weeks. If the river 
had been fully let, the past  
two months would have  
been fantastic.

Hopefully July will continue 
in the same vein and at least we 
still have levels of plus four 
inches, heavy showers have 
kept levels topped up and they 
continue to be forecast at  
least until mid July.

Fishing is still available right 
through to the end of the season 
and a call to Frank at 
Henderson’s Country Sports on 
01888 562 428 will get you the 
up-to-date availability. – F. R. H.

DOON

ALTHOUGH WE are well into 
the season there is very little to 
report. A regular visiting rod on 
the private Brae of 
Auchendrane beat landed a 
sea-liced 7 lb-8 lb fish on fly and 
returned it, as recommended by 
the Doon Fishery Board.

The final total catch return 
for the 2015 season was 222, 
but unbelievably the Doon was 

graded Category 3 by the 
Edinburgh Government experts 
– in my opinion a total 
shambles. The Board, however, 
has recommended that all fish 
are returned. The situation is 
critical, and every returned fish 
is a small step towards  
the long-term survival of this 
once- prolific small Ayrshire 
spate-river.  

Some 25,000 fed fry will be 
released at the end of June. 

I would like to thank Titch 
Pollock and his team of bailiffs 
for all their efforts in collecting 
broodstock in difficult 
conditions; I also thank our 
hatchery manager, Peem 
Murphy, and David Cosh of 
Doonfoot fishing, and Stewart 
for feeding the fry and releasing 
them back to the burns.

David has some vacancies 
for September and October; the 
beat is immediately above the 
tidal water and David can be 
contacted on 07968 071 554.

Late report: Laughlin Dunn, 
a member of Dalrymple AC, 
returned a small black 3 lb-4 lb 
grilse on June 25 on worm. He 
rarely catches a salmon, so 
needless to say he was over the 
moon. The whole village was 
duly made aware of his catch! – 
C. v H.

FINDHORN

LEVELS FLUCTUATED 
considerably during June, 
including some very high water. 
Grilse were few and far 
between until late in the month.

On the Forres AA stretch 
catches were modest, although 
a few notably large salmon 
were caught. Some good sea-
trout were in evidence, in the 
main in the 2 lb-3 lb class – 
bigger than normal. In Findhorn 
Bay sea-trout to 4 lb have been 
landed and considerable 
numbers lost.

As part of the club’s 
continuing efforts to encourage 
its youngsters, Forres AA has 
been organising casting lessons 
for junior members. These have 
been well attended and the club 
wishes to thank all those who 
have given of their time to help 
with this coaching. It is hoped to 
have more lessons in August 
and again next season.

Club members were 
saddened to learn of the 
passing of their oldest member, 
Rodger McKenzie, who had the 
honour of opening the season in 
2011. A gentleman in every 
respect, he will be greatly 
missed by all, not least those 

who fished his favourite pool, 
the Stoney.

Some beat totals for May are 
now to hand – Altyre eight, 
Darnaway 48, Logie and 
Relugas 18, Glenferness 18, 
Lethen 39 and Drynachan 33, 
showing a good spread of 
catches from the lower river to 
up above the gorge. By June 
there was inevitably greater 
consistency upstream of Poolie, 
with Glenferness continuing to 
fish well. That said, Altyre had 
its moments. Thus in the week 
of June 20 Leslie Tyson tempted 
three sea-liced salmon  
(best 12 lb) in just two hours; the 
same week Dr James Anderson 
had one at 13 lb and Ollie Alston 
a 14-pounder,

At Lethen the low water of 
the week of May 30 produced 
14. Man of the week was local 
expert Jason McCruden, who, 
in three early morning sessions 
and three evening sessions on 
Altnahara, landed seven, the 
best at 17 lb in the Black pool. 
On the Dunearn beat the Ben 
Baker party landed five, with 
four (best 14 lb from Lady 
Mary’s on a hitched fly) to Iain 
MacLaren and one (also on a 
hitched fly) to Stephen Challinor. 
Brian Raw’s party on the Daltra/
Altnahara beat picked up two – 
one each to Edward Kuczynski 
and James Salvona  
in the Dalra pool.

The week of June 6 (very low 
save for a brief 18 in midweek 
rise following a thunderstorm) 
was restricted to four in the 
book. On Daltra Mike Winters 
landed three and on Altnahara 
Jason McCruden had one  
(as well as a sea-trout 
estimated at over 4 lb).

The week of June 13 
benefited from a midweek 
major spate and catches 
rebounded dramatically to 26. 
On Daltra/Altnahara Mark 
Maitland-Jones netted seven 
and Andy Torrance three (the 

latter in an afternoon). On 
Dunearn Nick Jeffrey’s party 
banked seven, with a brace  
(13 lb and 14 lb in Polnachesse) 
to George Munton, a brace to 
the host and one to Bill Cottle; 
Charlie Hill celebrated his first-
ever salmon (15 lb in the 
Kennel), followed by his second 
(16 lb in Morgan’s Haugh). On 
the day lets water Jason 
McCruden had four, including 
three in an evening in the Boat 
pool tail; Glyn Phillips also had 
four (all in a day) and  
Paul Kelly landed one.

Water levels yo-yoed in the 
week of June 20, limiting the 
catch to nine. On Dunearn John 
McDowall notched up four (best 
15 lb in Nettle Hole). Daltra/
Altnahara produced four – all in 
the Dalnashaugh pool – to 
Simon Cooper (a brace),  
James Finnis and Mark 
Blackwell. Rene Munger’s party 
had one on Altnahara.

The catch recovered to 23 in 
the week of June 27. Irving 
Warnett’s party on Dunearn 
landed 12, with six (including 
three, best 12 lb, in an hour in 
Gaffers on the first morning) to 
the host, three to Nigel 
MacDonald and one each to Bill 
Evans, Graham Frost and Adrian 
Ormerod. Charles and David 
Schmidt’s party on Daltra, 
Altnahara and Mini Daltra 
netted 11, with a brace (better 
12 lb in the Maharaja Streams) 
to David and one each to 
Charles, Oliver Routledge and 
Sandy Herd; top rod was 
Campbell Brown, an 
experienced trout fisherman 
from New Zealand, with five 
(best 12 lb) and including his 
first-ever salmon  
(8 lb in the Loop pool).

The June catch at Lethen of 
65 fish was the best since  
2008 and well above the  
five-year average of 40. – 
ANDREW 
GRAHAM-STEWART.
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Deveron has 
good run of 
fish but many 
beats unfished
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FORSS

VERY LITTLE has changed since 
my last report, up to May 29. 
Rainfall has been minimal with 
the gauge constantly around the 
3 in level. Fish are building up in 
the estuary but despite high 
tides they are reluctant to run in 
such stale water. Two fish have 
been taken in June (up to time 
of writing on June 26): one of  
5 lb by D. Kennedy on June 7, 
and a sea-liced 3 lb fish by  
A. Mackenzie on June 21. Both 
fish were caught on Beat 1. 
Unless we get some decent 
fresh water, fishing will remain 
very challenging indeed. – 
MICHAEL WYCHERLEY.

HALLADALE

APART FROM a small rise at the 
start of the month, water was at 
a premium for most of June 
(hovering around minus 6 in on 
the gauge) and consequently it 
was hard going for rods.

The week of May 30 (the 
level rose to plus 1 in on the 
Saturday) produced 21, Ian 
Hunter’s party (two beats) 
landing 15 and Paddy Douglas-
Tennant’s party six.

Bright, sunny conditions in 
the week of June 6 curtailed the 
catch to five, including Robert 

Connolly’s first-ever salmon (4 lb 
in Victoria on a Cascade).

The week of June 13 yielded 
22, Ian Hunter’s party (two 
beats) picking up 16 (mainly in 
very early morning forays) and 
the Maitland party banking five.

The week of June 20 had 23 
entries in the book, with 12 to 
the Billet party, eight to the 
Broadhurst party and  
three to Mr Pike.

There was slightly more 
water in the week of June 27 
(between zero and minus 2 in 
except for plus 3 in on the 
Saturday). However, this factor, 
together with good overhead 
and fresher conditions, 
prompted the best catches of 
the season so far with 50 
recorded, including 19 sea-liced 
grilse and one sea-liced 16 lb 
salmon; in the latter part of the 
week there were a fair number 
of coloured salmon. The 
scorecard incorporated 20 for 
the Debney party, 11 for the 
MacPherson party and ten for 
Peter McGregor in three days. 
There were two first-ever 
salmon – 8 lb in Bridge on an 
Ally to Rory Teinich, and 4 lb in 
the Canal on a Silver Stoat  
to Mick Moore.

The total for June was 86. – 
ANDREW 
GRAHAM-STEWART.

HELMSDALE

ALL IN all it was a reasonable 
June – at least in the context of 
what was generally a slow May 
and the past two Junes.

Catches averaged some 
40-50 per week, of which two 
thirds or so were salmon and 
one third grilse (the latter in 
very good condition). Low water 
(compensation level)  
dominated for the most part.

Sea-trout numbers seem to 
be in the ascendant this year 
and some excellent catches 
were recorded. – ANDREW 
GRAHAM-STEWART.

LOMOND  
AND LEVEN

BY NOW summer fishing on the 
Lomond system will be well 
under way and with any luck it 
will continue where we left off 
at the end of June.  A very 
encouraging trend has been 
repeated this year with good 
numbers of spring salmon seen 
and caught in the Leven and on 
Lomond and runs extending 
well into June. The average 
weight of these fish continues 
to be well over 10 lb with many 
bigger fish among them.  

Fish of up to 25 lb have been 
reported from the Leven and the 
loch, but the biggest we know 
of was caught by John Bell on 
Lomond in May and weighed 
around 26 lb. 

Sea-trout fishing has also 
been good, with fresh fish 
coming off the estuary, the 
Leven and the loch. To date the 
best we have heard of is around 
8 lb, but as always we won’t 
know the full extent of the 
catches until our returns are in 
at the end of the season.  

As I write this (July 1) the 
lower Leven is full of these fish 
and the few anglers who are out 
targeting them, myself included, 
are not just seeing good 
numbers but catching them, too, 
and in some cases have been 
doing so since mid May. Last 
year we recorded over 2,000 
fish averaging 2 lb, putting  
paid to accepted wisdom  
that the days of west coast  
sea-trout are over!

Looking ahead, it is clear that 
if we get the water we will get 
the fish. Last year the system 
fished extremely well up to the 
start of August due to higher 
than average water. Earlier this 
year the Loch Lomond Angling 
Improvement Association struck 
a provisional agreement with 
Scottish Water to maintain 

levels on the Leven at what has 
for 40 years been known as 
“weekend height” until June 15 
– effectively bank-to-bank 
water coverage. This has had 
two benefits: we have had good 
water throughout the spring 
when other fisheries have 
struggled, and we have avoided 
another kill of newly hatched fry 
on the Leven, equivalent to a 
new stocking programme.  

Negotiations with Scottish 
Water over future water levels 
continue and we hope that a 
formal agreement will be signed 
soon that will confirm a new 
water-flow model. We will keep 
you posted on this developing 
story as it is possibly the most 
important event on the system 
in the past 40 years.

Finally, contrary to some 

misinformed comment in 
another angling report last 
month, the Lomond system is 
not in decline, with average 
reported catches of both 
salmon and sea-trout on the  
rise over the past ten years. – 
RENNA. 

NAIRN

RAIN ON June 8 put the 
neighbouring Findhorn up, but 
missed the Nairn, which 
remained at summer level. 
However, sea-trout anglers had 
some success at night, Peter 
Walls landing a specimen of 4 lb 
and a brace at 2 lb each.

The river remained low until 
the 15th, when a 0.85 m spate 
brought some fish in and caused 
resident salmon to move on. 
Veteran fly-fisher Adrian 
Ormerod had a coloured fish of 
8 lb and Steven Hayden one at  
6 lb. Spinning at Kildrummie, 
Brian MacWilliam hooked four, 
landing two at 9 lb and 6 lb. Billy 
Milne had a 5 lb grilse and a 3 lb 
sea-trout from the same beat on 
fly as the water dropped back, 
and Bill Maitland also landed a 
5 lb grilse from this area. A good 
run of sea-trout went through, 
with many salmon-fishers 
reporting hits to their flies. 
David Johnstone caught an 8 lb 
salmon and three sea-trout, and 

Clive Topping and Jake Stevens 
had a brace at 2 lb each.

The water then fell away and 
little rain landed in the 
catchment over the remainder 
of the month. As a result, 
catches dropped off, but on the 
21st Davie Campbell caught a  
5 lb fish from Kildrummie. On 
the 30th Gordon Rennie landed 
a sea-liced 4 lb fish from the 
Kildrummie bank at Rosefield; 
on July 2 he had a 3 lb sea-trout 
at Rosefield, having lost two 
grilse the previous day, one right 
at the net, indicating that some 
one-sea-winter fish were still 
entering the system despite  
the low water.

Incidentally, my mention last 
month of a large block of ice 
crashing into the ground close 
to an angler at Drynachan 
should have gone into the 
Findhorn report: I had a senior 
moment! – ANDREW 
GRAHAM-STEWART.

NESS

GOOD CHEER on the main stem 
of the River Ness continued 
through June. Indeed, there is a 
much greater feeling of 
optimism on the riverbank  
than has been the case  
for many years.

Ness Castle had eight for 
May, the best a 14-pounder in 
Lady pool to David Mateer on 
the 16th and 14 lb in Lady pool 
to Captain David Crerer on the 
28th. June was encouraging, 
with 16 in the book (of excellent 
quality, averaging close to 12 lb) 
– the heaviest at 17 lb in the 
Black Stream to Neal 
Drummond on the 17th. Three 
fish were logged in the week of 
June 27 (including two in July) – 
16 lb in the Lady to Gordon 
Armstrong, 13 lb in the Black 
Stream to Stevie Black and  
12 lb in the Laggan pool to  
Donald MacLachlan.

The Laggan beat (which 
really fishes from July onwards) 
reported one in May (7 lb in the 
Island to Billy Center on the 
28th) and one in June  
(4 lb in Liz’s Cast to  
Neal Drummond on the 3rd).

Dochfour had a fairly good 
June with some decent salmon. 
The week of May 30 (minus 2 in) 
produced four – 11 lb and 12 lb 
in Netting Water to Grant 
Sutherland, 15 lb in Burnmouth 
to Ann Cameron and 13 lb in 
Burnmouth to Ian Hall. The 
week of June 6 (minus 6 in) 
yielded nine – three (10 lb, 10 lb 
and 8 lb) in the Weir to Ronnie 
Fraser, three (13 lb, 14 lb and  
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A FISHERY TO TRY  
THIS MONTH

Ruantallain Loch, Isle of Jura
The estate boasts some of the best wild brown trout fishing in 
Scotland, spread across 15 lochs that vary in size  
from 25 to 200 acres.

Trout sizes vary from 3 lb to about one third of a pound, with 
fish of about 1 lb a good medium expectation. There are two 
gillies in attendance to help the inexperienced fishermen and to 
offer expert advice on conditions and terrain.

Day-tickets for trout (including gillie) cost from £50 
Contact Tom Carter, FishPal. Tel: 01573 470 612 
Purchase tickets online: www.fishpal.com/Scotland/Argyll/
Ruantallain

26 lb salmon 
Lomond’s  
best so far  
this season 



15 lb) in a day in the Weir to 
Jimmy Geir, 14 lb in the Weir to 
Les Buchan, 13 lb in the Weir to 
Gordon Fleetwood and 10 lb in 
Tail of the Island to Ian 
Richmond. The week of June 13 
(minus 7 in) was limited to two – 
11 lb in Burnmouth to Jan 
Rigden and 14 lb in Netting 
Water to Gary Hendry. 

The following week  
minus 3 in) had six entries: three 
(15 lb, 16 lb and 4 lb) in a day in 
the Weir to Rory Campbell, 5 lb 
in the Weir to Graham 
Mackenzie, 12 lb in Andrews to 
Alan Crawford and 10 lb in 2 
Stones to Jan Rigden. Another 
six were recorded in the week 
of June 27 (minus 1 in to plus 2 
in): a brace (better 9 lb in Berry’s 
Wall) to Ann Cameron, 17 lb in 
Burnmouth to Derek Mackenzie, 
14 lb in Tail of the Island to Brian 
Moore, 10 lb in Tail of the Island 
to Willie MacMillan and 18 lb in 
2 Stones to David Main.

Dochfour’s total for  
June was 24.

The River Moriston had no 
water for most of June as the 
hydro authorities were working 
on the dam. Two fish were 
added at the start of the month 
– 12 lb to Willie MacMillan on a 
Ronnie Special and 12 lb to 
Gordon Menzies on a  
Green Highlander.

The tributaries flowing into 
the south end of Loch Ness had 
a sparse June; there was 
limited fishing effort and very 
little generation of electricity – 
so water was limited. On the 
River Oich south bank, three 
were recorded: to Ruaraidh 
Cameron (15 lb Laurence pool on 
the 11th), Jake McMillan (4 lb 
Estuary on the 26th) and 
Matthew Simpson (4 lb 
Laurence pool on the 26th). At 
the very start of July there were 
reports of sea-liced grilse  
in the Oich.

On the River Garry and Loch 
Oich Alec Anderson landed 
three (13 lb, 16 lb and 12 lb) in 
the loch on a Toby and Salmo. 
Jamie Duncan (14 b from the 
Estuary bank on a Toby) and 
Stephen Sage (10 lb in the loch 
on a Salmo) had one each. – 
ANDREW 
GRAHAM-STEWART.

NITH 

THE RIVER was low at the 
beginning of June, despite very 
heavy rain a couple of times, 
which only raised the level a 
few inches and soon 
disappeared.

During this spell a few fish 

were taken from the deeper 
pools. The Burgh water 
produced a couple of salmon at 
7 lb and 8 lb and three  
2 lb sea-trout. 

At Friars Carse the second 
salmon of their season, 13 lb, 
was landed by Robert Spalding 
from the deep water of the 
House pool. Alan Gray had a 
shock while sea-trout fishing 
with a 3 lb leader one evening: 
he landed their third salmon of 
the season at 11 lb 8 oz. Friars 
Carse’s total sea-trout catch to 
date is six to 3 lb. Alan Johnson 
has had some good sport with 
brownies and grayling, all 
around 1 lb 8 oz.

On June 8 there was a couple 
of inches on the gauge and 
while fishing for sea-trout Glyn 
Jones, on Woodend at 
Closeburn Castle, hooked a 
salmon estimated to be well 
over 15 lb by the watching 
keeper. Needless to say, it 
easily broke the fine point  
he was using.

A few sea-trout have made it 
upstream, three being caught 
on the Drumlanrig water at 
Thornhill. Andrew Hunter-
Arundell, the owner at Barjarg, 

told me they have had a total of 
14 sea-trout up to June 12. 

Dalswinton recorded two 
sea-trout with a combined 
weight of 11 lb 8 oz.  
The Rosehill beat had  
just one at 1 lb 8 oz.

From the middle of June to 
near the end, apart from one 
thunderstorm, no significant 
rain fell. Wetter days ended the 
month but only raised the level 
by a couple of inches. –
ED BAXTER.

NORTH ESK

LOW WATER levels have been 
interspersed by short, sharp 
spates, which brought in fish 
throughout June. The biggest 
spate seems to have cleared all 
dead fish from the river and we 
are pleased that the disease  
did not claim so many  
victims this spring. 

Fish should now be in Glen 
Esk beats and I hope to hear 

soon of some success in those 
rocky higher beats. Sea-trout 
have appeared steadily 
throughout June, but not in 
great numbers. Upper 
Kinnaber has been quieter, the 
last two weeks producing two 
and three fish, while 
Canterland had four and 
seven. Gallery reports 11 fish 
and Stracathro five, which 
shows a wide spread of  
fish in the river. 

Pert had over 30 fish, and a 
party of my friends from the 
Midlands had a very good week. 
Matt Davis had four fish to  
13 lb, Paul Sissons three to 15 lb 
including his first fish on fly – a 
Pert Shrimp. (Top fly-dresser 
and inventor of the Pert Shrimp, 
Steve Newsome, was in 
attendance). Steve lost two fish 
for his week. Also into fish were 
Denzil Udell, Bill Goodwin, Jim 
Perry and Mrs S. Sissons.  
In the previous week  
Mr F. Trzebaitowski, a Pert 
regular, had three fish to 13 lb 
from the Boat pool.

I still have no returns from 
the West Water but intend to 
do something about that myself 
very soon. I am hoping that the 
fall in sea-trout numbers on the 
Westie in the past two years 
will be over. – WESTIE.

ORKNEY

BOARDHOUSE HAS fished 
well, with the trout averaging  
12 oz-1 lb and plenty of bigger 
specimens on the go. Baskets 
included 13 for 11 lb for Jack 
Leslie; 11 for 8 lb 10 oz for Stuart 
Flett; 12 for 9 lb 9 oz for Sandy 
McConnachie; ten for 8 lb 5 oz 
for Thorfinn Muir and ten for  
7 lb 9 oz for Neil Chalmers. Fly 
patterns included White Cat, 
Merkister Maid, Ace of Spades, 
Claret Snatcher and Hedgehogs. 
However, one of the best 
catches this season was taken 
by 14-year-old Ewan Flett, with 
15 trout for 15 lb 3 oz  
and including a cracking  
2 lb 12 oz specimen.   

Harray was busy throughout 
June, with boats out daily from 
the Merkister Hotel and local 
gillies well employed. By the 
middle of the month the fish had 
mostly moved out into open 
water, with the south end of the 
loch most productive. Some big 
hatches of caenis occurred 
around the summer solstice and 
certainly livened things up. 
Some of the better catches 
included 21 for 17 lb and 17 for 
12 lb 13 oz for Ken Kennedy; 16 
for 12 lb for Garry Ballantyne;  

13 for 9 lb for James Bews; 11 
for 8 lb 6 oz for Kevin Muir and 
11 for 8 lb 5 oz for Thorfinn Muir. 
Fly patterns included Hulk, 
Merki Hulk, Erlend’s Cat and 
Hedgehogs in various hues.  
Six-year-old Tegan Brough’s  
2 lb 3 oz brownie off Harray  
was noteworthy.    

The Loch of Kirbister 
provided a good day afloat for 
Malcolm Russell and Stewart 
Wood. The pair brought around 
50 measuring fish to the boat, 
with 15 in the 12 oz-1 lb 4 oz 
range and loads of undersized 
ones. All fish were taken  
on Hedgehogs. 

Terry Laurenson and Andrew 
Kerr enjoyed sport on Bea Loch 
and North Loch with 23 fish 
returned for their week and the 
heaviest at 5 lb 8 oz. 

Returning to Orkney after 
about 15 years, Peter Fionda, 
and his friend first-time visitor 
Allan Brown, from central 
Scotland, fished the Orkney 
lochs with Alan Shearer in the 
first week of June. Their most 
memorable day was one of high 
cloud and moderate wind on 
Swannay, when 27 measuring 
fish came to the boat. Also 
returning after a few years’ 
enforced absence, Garry 
Rucklidge brought a party of 
eight Irish friends to the islands 
later that same week. The 
Ulstermen marvelled at the 
hard-fighing wild trout in the 
Orkney lochs and over their four 
days they netted 190 to  
1 lb 13 oz. Top rod was Ed Smith 
with 40 fish over the visit, and a 
best day of 19 trout. – M. A. R.

OUTER 
HEBRIDES

THIS REPORT covers Lewis/
Harris salmon catches for most 
of June, and South Uist  
brown trout catches from  
mid May to late June.

Good numbers of sea-trout 

and the first of grilse started 
appearing in many estuaries 
around the Hebrides in mid 
June. However, low water 
prevented them ascending the 
rivers at that time, apart from 
the Grimersta, which had 
enough water to allow passage 
into their lochs. As the month 
progressed, small rises in water 
allowed fish to enter all rivers.

Grimersta recorded two 
grilse in the week beginning 
May 30. The following week F. 
Millar landed a 4 lb grilse from 
the Kelt pool on a Posh Tosh. 
Seven salmon were landed in 
the week beginning June 13, the 
best a 7 lb fish by J. Degn from 
the First Stream on a Sunray 
Shadow. The week beginning 
June 20 produced 17 salmon/
grilse and 22 sea-trout: 

Barvas Estate recorded 
their first salmon of 2016 on 
June 1, when K. Macleod 
released a sea-liced 9 lb cock 
fish. The fish was caught from 
the boat on Loch Barvas and 
was Kenny’s first fly-caught 
salmon. A local angler landed 
three grilse in three days’ 
fishing on an Orange Muddler in 
the Sea pool, R. Bell had a 4 lb 
grilse from Loch Barvas and 
head gillie C. Macleod landed 
his first grilse (5 lb) of the 
season on a small conehead 
from the Sea pool. 

Amhuinnsuidhe Castle
Estate recorded their first 
salmon of the season on June 
21 when F.  Owen landed a 3 lb 
grilse from Loch Scourst. Two 
days later I. Jones landed a 4 lb 
grilse from the Sea pool on the 
Castle River and on June 25,  
W. Graham landed a 5 lb grilse 
and his boat partner,  
D. Morrison had a 3 lb  
sea-trout from Loch Voshimid. 

Garynahine recorded 11 
grilse for the month,  
up to June 29. 

Anglers fishing the South 
Uist brown trout lochs in May 
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Friars Carse 
salmon  
landed on  
3 lb leader
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and early June did well, despite 
bright sunshine and north-
easterly winds: B. Mackay 
released 29 brown trout for  
43 lb 8 oz, which included 
several at 2 lb and two at 3 lb 
during his week’s fishing; Mr. 
Coutt landed a 3 lb 12 oz trout 
from Upper Kildonan on May 11; 
Mr Stephen had a 3 lb trout 
from Loch Bee on May 16; the  
G. Gauld party (four rods), 
released a total of 245 trout, 
most in the 12 oz-1 lb 12 oz 
class, during their May week; A. 
Pearson and M. Longley, gillied 
by I. Kennedy, had an excellent 
day (May 21) on Loch West 
Ollay, releasing trout of  
5 lb 12 oz, 4 lb, 3 lb and 2 lb 5 oz. 
The previous day they had 
seven trout for 9 lb 4 oz  
(heaviest 2 lb 4 oz) from Loch 
Grogarry. Messrs Ferguson and 
Dunn landed 61 trout for  
52 lb 10 oz during their May 
week, which included fish of  
2 lb from Grogarry and 3 lb 6 oz 
from West Ollay. Messrs Scott 
and Davis released 22 trout for 
33 lb 8 oz in late May.   
C. Mackenzie had a 3 lb 4 oz 
trout from Loch West Ollay on 
June 11 and the same loch 
produced a fine brace (4 lb 8 oz 
and 4 lb 12 oz) for M. Henderson 
and A. Weathersly on June 16. 
– DONNIE MACIVER.

OYKEL

LOW WATER for three weeks, 
followed by good water 
enabling rods to exploit the 
inevitable build-up of fish that 
had been waiting to run, defined 
June on the Lower Oykel. As 
elsewhere in the North, it 
appears that early-running 
grilse have been more 
numerous than has  

been the case for several years.
The week of May 30  

(5 in on the gauge) produced 
four (all on the Monday) with a 
brace (9 lb in the Long and 14 lb 
in Rock) to Mark Bowie, a grilse 
in Tuiteam Ford to Mark Coley 
and a grilse in the Einig Falls  
to Jamie Trentham.

In the week of June 6 (minus 
5 in) John Green prevented a 
zero week for the river  
when he landed an  
8 lb salmon in the Whirl.

The week of June 13 
(between minus 5 in and plus  
1 in) yielded nine, including a 
brace (7 lb in Upper Tournaig 
and 8 lb in Lower George) to Ted 
Hotblack and a 4 lb grilse in 
Upper Sgolbach to Captain 
David Bailey (when the gauge 
was at its lowest point).

There was a good run of 
grilse in the week of June 20 
(between 1 ft 3 in and 4 in) and 
they made up some 60 per cent 
of the catch of 30. The 
scoresheet included three in a 
day (two on a hitch) for Mrs Lilla 
Rowcliffe, four for Thomas 
Seaman, three (best 13 lb in 
Tuiteam Ford) for Richard 
Seaman and 11 lb in Lower 
Sgolbach for Joanna Gibson.

The week of June 27 
(between 1 ft 6 in and 2 ft 4 in) 
was frenetic, with 79 (some 70 
per cent grilse) in the book plus 
41 sea-trout (up to 3 lb 8 oz). 
Andrew Litchfield had seven 
(and two sea-trout). Cameron 
Grant landed an 18 lb fresh-run 
salmon in Lower George. Mike 
Dewdney banked 13 (best 20 lb, 
fresh-run, in the Long) as well as 
a 3 lb 8 oz sea-trout.

The Lower Oykel’s total for 
June was 90 and the season’s 
total to the end of June was 
215. The sea-trout total for June 

was 33 (on average the total for 
the whole season is  
only about 60).

In the week of June 27 Joey 
O’Neill and Brian Poe made brief 
two-hour excursions to the 
(untenanted) upper river, netting 
four fish each. – ANDREW 
GRAHAM-STEWART.

SHIN

JUNE ON the Lower Shin was a 
tale of two parts – fairly 
productive until the 20th and 
hard going and frustrating 
thereafter. During the latter 
part of the month the hydro 
authorities seemed to adopt an 
unusual “stop go” pattern of 
generating. Consequently, the 
outflow from the power station 
at the head of the Farm pool 
was restricted to short bursts of 
some three hours. It is obviously 
conjecture but this seems to 
have unsettled fish entering the 
river, causing them to migrate 
very swiftly upstream to the 
Falls and beyond; in the last ten 
days of June hardly a fish was 
caught between the Farm  
pool and Piper’s.

The week of May 30  
(2 in above compensation) 
produced 19. Ollie Shuldham’s 
party landed 11, with two 
(better 14 lb in Farm) to the host, 
two (better 14 lb in Farm) to 
Mark Struthers, six (best 13 lb in 
Big Clarig) to Charlie Keyser and 
one to Andy Wardy. Douglas 
Graham’s party (one beat for 
three days) had five, with three 
(including a brace at 16 lb each 
in Farm) to the host, one at 14 lb 
in Farm to Mr R. Graham and 
one at 15 lb in Farm to John 
Erasmus. Charlie Johnston’s 
party (one beat for three days) 
caught three – all (including  

a brace at 18 lb each in Farm)  
to Jim Shaw.

In the week of June 6 
(compensation, with a warm 
east wind) Robbie Douglas 
Miller’s party (two beats) picked 
up nine, with a brace to the 
host, a brace (better 18 lb in 
Farm) to the Duke of 
Northumberland, a brace (better 
15 lb in Farm) to Pedro Landale 
and one each to Jamie Black  
(12 lb in Culag), Matt Benson 
and Henry Chaplin.

The week of June 13 
(compensation and east or north 
winds) yielded 11. Andrew 
Douglas Miller’s party banked 
five – a brace (better 14 lb in 
Hughie’s Pot) to the host and 
one each to Patrick Sheriff  
(12 lb in Little Clarig) and Hugo 
Rittson-Thomas; Gerry Fox, who 
had never fished before, 
accomplished his first-ever 
salmon (17 lb in Upper Long pool 
on a Flamethrower). Andrew 
Buxton’s party netted six – four 
(best 15 lb in Paradise) to Tim 
Pallisten and one each to the 
host and Sally Acloque.

The week of June 20 
(compensation) had six entries 
in the book. David Somervill’s 
party had five grilse (one to the 
host and a brace apiece to Craig 
Somervill and Jamie McCaig) 
and on the Day Water Mr J. 
Turnbull (Giles Wood’s party) 
caught an 8 lb salmon  
in Island Stream.

In the week of June 27 
(compensation except for a 4 in 
midweek rise) five fish were 
recorded. David Somervill’s 
party logged three –  
11 lb in Paradise to the  
host, 16 lb in Farm to  
Craig Somervill and  

10 lb in Island Stream to Andrew 
Dillon. On the Day Water John 
McRorie tempted two (better  
14 lb in the Round). – ANDREW 
GRAHAM-STEWART.

SOUTH ESK

LOW WATER with occasional 
rises presented mixed 
challenges in June and it was 
pleasing to see fair runs of sea- 
trout entering the river and 
passing upstream quickly.

The salmon run continues to 
be sporadic and difficult to 
assess as reports of a good 
head of fish in the upper river 
defy reports from the lower 
beats. Kinnaird have had a few 
good fish on the Upper beat, 
while Finavon Castle report 
ten for the past two weeks. 
Again, it looks as though fish 
are progressing upriver smartly, 
but with the continued 
reluctance of upper beats to 
report catches it is very difficult 
to give a proper report on  
the whole river.

What is apparent is that 
good numbers of sea-trout are 
in the river, the last two weeks 
at Finavon Castle water 
totalling over 30 fish and the 
Kinnaird Middle and Lower 
beats around a dozen. I hope 
this points to a continued 
resurgence of stocks. It is 
strange that we are not seeing 
the expected benefit of no 
interceptory netting off Usan 
and Lunan Bay, but we  
will be watching closely  
over the summer. 

I would appreciate a call 
from upper-river proprietors 
with details of catches. Call Bill 
on 01356 622 753. – WESTIE.
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Zen’s Ear
Hook Size 6-14 double (low-water types for smaller sizes)    

Thread Black  Tail Golden pheasant topping  Tag Oval gold tinsel    
Rib Oval gold tinsel Body Flat gold tinsel (holographic optional)    

Throat hackle Orange hen or soft cock tied in before wing  
Wing Liver-brown hairs from a spaniel’s outer ear flap (substitutes 

are natural brown Arctic runner or brown Arctic fox)  
Overwing Lureflash Mosaic Dynamite  Cheeks Jungle cock

A FLY TO TRY THIS MONTH

Altnaharra Hotel
Sutherland, Scotland  IV27 4UF

PROVIDING HIGHLAND FISHING BREAKS SINCE 1820

www.altnaharra.com � Tel: 01549 411 222     

2016 OFFERS
FISHING PACKAGES

3 day packages including full board, 

FSEX�LMVI�ERH�½WLMRK
from £320 per person.

HIGHLAND TWEED
*SV�IZIV]���HE]W�½WLMRK�FVIEO�XEOIR�EX�

The Altnaharra, hotel guests will be offered one 

JVII�HE]�SJ�%YXYQR�½WLMRK�SR�,E]WXSYR�&IEX�

 River Tweed (subject to availability – 
see www.tweedbeats.co.uk)



SPEY

JUNE WAS a strange month on 
the Spey; it may be hard to 
believe, but more days have 
been lost due to high, dirty 
water in June than in March this 
year! Even so, the river is really 
fishing well and even on 
“shortened” weeks most beats 
are catching more than  
their average. 

The first week of June lost at 
least a day and a half following 
cloudbursts on Sunday evening.  
The second week saw two days 
lost in midweek following heavy 
rain on the Tuesday. The third 
week again saw heavy rain in 
midweek and the lower river 
peaked at just over 2 m.  

This last week things have 
been a little more settled, 
although the Avon did cause a 
small rise early in the week and 
cloudbursts in the Rothes area 
meant the Elgin to Rothes road 
was closed for a short time and 
the Grant Burn in Rothes came 
into the Spey very dirty,  
spoiling fishing below Rothes 
for half a day.

Brian Shaw, the Spey’s 
biologist, tells me the five-year 
average for June is 1,320, and I 
am sure this year the river will 
surpass that easily. Most of the 
fish being caught are salmon – 
and in double figures. Some 
grilse are being caught, and 
these in the main are a good size 
for June. Brian has done some 
scale readings to ensure the 
“grilse error” much-loved by the 
MSS scientists is of a known 
quantity on the Spey. It will be 
interesting to see if the Spey 
has a good grilse run in the  
next couple of months. 

The Gordon Castle beats 
have already doubled last year’s 
June catch and have been 
catching between 50 and 100 a 
week. And these are beats 
reputed to prefer low water!

Delfur, again a beat that is 
reputed to prefer low water, is 
still regularly recording over  
50 fish a week – not too  
shabby for five rods.

Rothes, another five-rod 
beat, has also had plenty of 
weeks with catches in the 50s. I 
had a brief word with John and 
Alison Bladon when they were 
leaving to head back south after 
one of their weeks: Alison told 
me how pleased they were with 
their week and suggested they 
could have easily caught more 
as there were a few beginners 
in the party, but what a way to 
start your salmon fishing career!

Craigellachie are having a 

great season as well. Their five-
year average is close to 30 fish 
for June, but this year, with still 
a few days to go, they have 
already doubled that.

The story continues all the 
way up the river; I don’t want to 
bore everyone with a list of the 
Spey beats and their catches 
but most gillies are smiling and 
their anglers happy.

Being a salmon angler, I tend 
to pay less attention to the sea-
trout catches on the Spey. 
When I do notice them it 
amazes me just how well the 
river fishes for sea-trout. Below 
the junction with the Avon I 
think most sea-trout catches 
are a by-catch by salmon 
anglers, but further upstream 
anglers will rest pools or tails of 
pools to fish exclusively for sea-
trout in the evenings. I was 
amazed when Lionel Main told 
me Castle Grant had over 40 
salmon one week and almost as 
many sea-trout, some 
approaching double figures. 
Grantown Angling 
Association, Abernethy 
Association and Kinchurdy are 
also great beats for sea-trout 
fishing. I would be glad of any 
help in reporting the Spey as a 
sea-trout destination.

On a topical note – well, it is 
topical at the time of writing – 
the UK has just voted narrowly 
to leave the EU. I am not going 
to say whether I think this is a 
good or bad decision as I could 
well alienate half the readers, 
but I just hope that the Scottish 
Government finds a way of 
incorporating the Water 
Framework Directive into 
Scottish law when they are 
passing legislation. (My 
understanding is it is a devolved 
matter). Let it not be forgotten 
that it was pressure on the 
Scottish Government from the 
EU, along with other bodies, 
that let to the cessation of 
offshore netting in Scotland this 
year.  Perhaps this has 
something to do with the 
improved runs that the Spey is 
enjoying this season. – 
MALCOLM NEWBOULD. 

STINCHAR

GORDON McDERMID landed 
Stinchar’s first fish of the 
season on May 4 from Dangart 
on the Dalreoch beat.  
This fish weighed around  
12 lb and was returned.

Low water then prevailed 
and it was the end of June 
before we had a rise of any 
consequence after a 

thunderstorm. It was shortlived 
and there were no reports of 
fish landed despite quite a few 
being present during  
the low water.

July started with unsettled 
weather with sunshine and 
showers that were both heavy 
and localised. This gave us 
some much-needed water to 
get things going.

On July 1, Andrew Cameron 
went to Hallowchapel and 
landed three fish. His best,  
16 lb, was his first ever on fly.

Next day the river was 
inching up, then dropping and 
creeping up again in the 
evening, reaching just over  
2 ft 3 in on the gauge at 
Colmonell bridge.

Robert Dalrymple went out in 
the evening and landed a fish 

estimated around 16 lb from 
Diana’s on his 10 ft rod –  
a very decent fish to start  
their season. Noel Hainey, 
fishing the Bridge pool on 
Bardrochat, landed another 
big fish around 15 lb.  
Bruce Hamilton arrived at 
Kirkhill and on his second cast 
landed a fish estimated at 12 lb. 
On Dalreoch William Peffers 
had a 15-pounder from Dangart 
and Kohn McCulloch a 
14-pounder from the Craig.  
A good few sea-trout  
have been landed and a few  
more salmon lost.

This is always a great  
time to be on the river  
as most of these first fish to 
arrive are in the teens  
of pounds and, if you are  
lucky enough to encounter  
one, you will be hard  
pushed to better it for the 
remainder of the season.

The beats with availability 
are Kirkholm, Knockdolian, 
Kirkhill, Dalreoch and 
Hallowchapel.

I also understand a week  
has become available at 
Ballantrae bridge in October 
with a cottage for a party  
of four rods.  
Contact details for all beats can 
be found on www.
stincharfishing.co.uk  – 
STINCHARLAD.

TAY

LIKE MAY, June was mainly a 
low-water month. In the first 
half of the month the river was 
generally well under one foot on 
the Ballathie gauge, although 
there was a small rise about a 
week in. Then, on the 16th, the 
Tay rose to about two feet and, 
with another couple of rises to a 
similar level, the latter half of 
the month saw levels slightly 
higher on average, at around 
one foot. These generally low 
water levels helped some beats 
and hindered others, as  
might be expected.

For example, as is usual for 
June, few salmon were caught 
below Stanley, although it was 
better than in May. 
Almondmouth, for example, 
reported five, Waulkmill three, 
but Lower Redgorton
reported 15, which is a very 
good return for this part of the 
river in June. Fishponds also 
reported three, Upper 
Redgorton one, Benchil two 
and Upper Scone one.

Immediately above Stanley, 
Stobhall had a fairly average 
June with 15, but Taymount
did well with 29. Ballathie also 
reported a reasonable 21, but 
Cargill did much better, 
reporting a remarkable 58. That 
was no doubt helped by the low 
water holding fish up in that 
area. The same conditions very 
much favour Islamouth, and it 
reported an excellent catch of 
110. That is nearly double the 
beat’s recent five-year average 
for June. However, the low 
water didn’t suit the Meikleour 
and Upper Islamouth beat, 
which had only five.

During the rises in the latter 
part of the month, there was 
also some water in the Ericht
and Isla and this encouraged 
more runs of fish into that 
system. Again, as in May, some 
good runs of fish were seen 

taking the weir in Blairgowrie. 
Some lovely fresh, perfectly 
conditioned salmon were 
caught on the Blairgowrie AC 
water, for example. The Ericht 
Fishing beat also reported 12 for 
the month, but that doesn’t 
really reflect the fact that the 
Ericht appears to have had a 
good run of late spring/early 
summer fish this year.

Turning to the middle Tay, it 
was something of a mixed bag. 
Kercock reported 16 for June, 
Burnbane six and 
Glendelvine six. Murthly 1 
reported only 12, but the 
Murthly 2 beat did relatively 
well once again with 37, 
although that was only a pretty 
average catch for the month. 
Newtyle also did less well 
than might be hoped for with 
nine, and Dunkeld House 
reported 17. Dalmarnock also 
reported nine, Dalguise eight 
and the lower and upper 
Kinnaird beats 16 and  
five respectively.

On the Tummel, things were 
a bit quieter in June after a good 
early season. For example, 
Pitlochry Angling Club’s dam 
beat reported ten for the month. 
So, were these poorer catches 
in the middle Tay and Tummel 
due to a reducing run of fish or 
something else? As I mentioned 
last time, the count of salmon 
through Pitlochry Dam was an 
excellent one by the end of May. 
When that happens, it is often 
because the run gets through 
early and the count in June is 
not so good, and catches are 
lower as a consequence. 
However, this year, the run 
through the counter did keep on 
going. Even by June 17, the true 
corrected count (corrected for 
“droppers”) through the dam 
was 2,980 compared to 1,716 on 
May 27. As of June 26, the 
uncorrected count was 4,143 (it 
was 3,655 on June 19), so the 
true count will have risen even 

Stinchar 
produces good 
fish at the 
start of July
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more. So it seems there was not 
just an early run, but a genuinely 
good and persistent run. 
However, by June, the fish did 
not seem to stop long enough to 
get caught in the Tummel. 
Ironically, upstream of the dam, 
things were not that productive, 
either. Loch Faskally reported 
only four for the month and on 
the Garry, Pitlochry Angling 
Club’s Ruan Ruarie beat 
reported only two. 

Again, as was also the case 
last month, a small smattering 
of fish was reported from the 
upper Tay. For example, 
Findynate had five, Upper 
Farleyer four and Lower 
Farleyer two. Loch Tay was 
quiet. Grant Tigwell’s Loch Tay 
“Fish n Trips” reported one.

As to the monthly total, my 
estimate is that June will end 
up with over 600 fish, which is a 
reasonable overall total for 
recent times but not as good as 
last year, which was very good. 
Of course, not all beats 
benefited to the same extent, 
but that’s usually how it goes! 
Last year was the year of the 
Dunkeld area, but this year it 
has so far been the year of 
Islamouth and neighbouring 
beats. But now that July is just 
round the corner it is time to be 
looking out for grilse. 

PROSPECTS
While traditionally July was 
the month when the summer 
grilse run peaked, in recent 
years August has been the 
main month for them. Last 
year was no exception. 
While we hope grilse will 
appear at their traditional 
time, it may well be again 
that August will be the 
month when they appear in 
their biggest numbers. 
Given a bit of water, the 
grilse will spread 
throughout the system, 
including tributaries such 
as the Isla and Ericht, but 
low water should see the 
best sport, in the early part 
of the month at least, on 
beats such as Islamouth. 
However, by the latter part 
of the month “autumn” 
grilse should start to 
appear, and catches should 
start to rise on the lower 
beats particularly, but  
given water, the middle Tay, 
too. That will herald the 
start of the true Tay autumn 
fishing. To look for late 
availability, check out the 
www.fishtay.co.uk  
website.  
It is now the best source  
for obtaining fishing on  
the Tay. – BEN LUI.

THURSO

OUR RODS caught a 
respectable 205 salmon in June, 
which is well above our ten-year 
average and three below our 
five-year average. Given the 
conditions, this was a good 
result. The river was low for 
most of the month and we had 
only three very small rises to 
bring the fish in. Lower beats, 
particularly Beat 2, did well, but 
fish were caught on all beats, 
which was good to see. During 
the month we saw the start of 
our grilse run and it does look as 
though they have arrived in 
good numbers. Small numbers 
of fish have been running the 
river in the low water, but the 
numbers in the bay have slowly 
been building up. 
The start of the month saw 
some exceptional fishing. The 
first four days of June produced 
61 fish. Ian Rae and Ian Adams, 
fishing together, took 21 fish, 
including fish of 19 lb and 17 lb.  
John Goodman had a stellar few 
days, including six from Beat 2. 
Brothers Duncan and William 
Laird put a good number in the 
book, including seven from Beat 
12. Catches slowed during the 
early part of the following week 
as the sun came out, but when 
the clouds came back the 
fishing improved, the Chollett 
party from France taking 12 fish 
for their week. Peter Grubb and 
friends had a very successful 
three days, including fish of  
14 lb, 15 lb and 18 lb. Robin 
Barlow, who returned to the 
river after a lengthy absence, 
took three nice fish from the 
Well pool on Beat 2. Another 
returner after a 20-year 
absence was Michael Leather 
and Douglas Forbes, who 
shared six fish for their week, 
including a nice 16 lb fish from 
Beat 9. Stephen and Brenda 
Howard had six fish for their 
week, but I am not allowed to 
say how many Brenda had! 

The last week saw two big 
parties on the river: The Foord 
party, mainly from South Africa, 
had a good week with 16 fish. A 
number of the party had their 
first salmon, including Phillip 
Voutsas, who not only had his 
first but followed it up with 
three more. The Lamarch party 
from Belgium took 22 salmon  
for their week.

PROSPECTS
Heavy showers on July 1 
and 2 pushed the river up to 
24 inches and on July 2 we 
took 28 fish. As mentioned 

earlier, there were a good 
number of fish in the 
estuary waiting to come in, 
so we should be looking at 
some good sport in the 
coming week. –  
TIM HAWES.

TWEED

I MENTIONED last month that 
we needed a decent spate to 
clean out the river and freshen 
things up. Well, we went right 
through June with only the odd 
small rise of a few inches. 

In the week beginning May 
30 water temperatures were up 
into the high 50s F and even the 
low 60s F on a couple of days, 
but a cool north-easterly breeze 
at the beginning of June 
knocked a degree or two off. 
This cool weather lasted 
through the week but, when the 
sun shone, it was quite warm in 
any shelter from the breeze. 
Even though we had a low, dirty 
and warm river, fish continued 
to come in and run into the 
middle beats. Just over 80 were 
reported from the two 
websites, with fish coming from 
Tweedhill and Horncliffe at 
the bottom end, up to Boleside

and Sunderland Hall at 
Ettrickmouth. Three fish at 16 lb 
were the best coming from 
Tillmouth, Birgham Dub and 
Sunderland Hall. Top scorers 
were Tillmouth with 16, 
Sprouston ten, Ladykirk eight 
and Hendersyde seven. 

Thirty-four of the total came 
from the bottom beats below 
Coldstream, and a dozen from 
the middle beats above the 
Junction at Kelso. Twenty sea-
trout were reported, 14 of them 
from the Till, Lower Tindal 
taking five of them. The best 
made 6 lb from Upper Tindal and 
Birgham Dub. Quite a few of 
the salmon were in the teens of 
pounds and a number sea-liced. 
This was not a bad week 
considering the lack of water 
and the overhead conditions.

It was a bright, warm start to 
the new week on June 6 after a 
dry, mild weekend. We had 
heavy thundery showers on 

Tuesday, then it was warm and 
sunny until more heavy showers 
on Friday. Tuesday’s rain gave 
us a rise of 6 in or so below 
Kelso early on Wednesday and 
the water was carrying a bit of 
colour. Almost 90 fish were 
reported for the week, 70 of 
them coming in the second half 
of the week. Thirty were taken 
on Saturday with only five on 
the Tuesday. Birgham Dub had 
nine, seven of them on the 
Friday and Saturday, and 
Sprouston’s 13 fish were all 
taken in the final two days of 
the week. Hendersyde, Upper 
Mertoun, Middle Mertoun
and Ladykirk all had six, as did 
Rutherford. The best fish, a 
couple of 15-pounders, were 
taken on the Junction and 
Ladykirk, with fish into the 
teens of pounds each day. 
Twenty of the total were taken 
on the bottom end and 26 from 
the middle river and above the 
Junction. As with the previous 
week, the quality of most of the 
fish was very good with a good 
number new and sea-liced. 
Tipped floating lines and various 
small dressed flies or small 
tubes were doing the business 
with fish taken on spinning 
tactics in the quieter water.

The week beginning June 13 
began cool with showers 
blowing in from the east. It was 
milder towards midweek but 
then turned cooler and damp 
towards the weekend. Friday 
was a miserable day with 
heavier rain on an easterly 
breeze. The riverbed and 
margins were getting dirty, with 
the gravel slippery in places, 
and care had to be taken when 
wading. This was quite a decent 
week with 130 fish reported, 39 
of them on the Monday. The 
Lees top-scored with 18, 13 of 
them to the rod of Graham 
Witty, who had six of them on 
the Friday, including five before 
lunch. At the bottom end, 
Tweedhill and Tillmouth had 
12 and Ladykirk ten. Rutherford, 
above Kelso, were the only 
other beat on double figures, 
with 11. Berwick Association 
Water on the Whiteadder had 
three and a couple were taken 
on the Till. The best fish I could 
find was a 15-pounder taken on 
Milne Graden, with a number 
of others into the teens of 
pounds. Considering the 
conditions, this was a very good 
week with fish still coming in on 
the low, warm water. The same 
tactics as with previous weeks 
were doing the business – both 
fly and spinner. I had a sea-liced 
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A FISHERY TO TRY  
THIS MONTH

Catholes, River Tay
The beat is about six miles from the top of the tidal water and 
offers good spinning and fly-fishing from the bank. Although 
known as an excellent spring beat, it can offer good summer 
and autumn sport as well.

Catholes fishes six rods per day and has an excellent hut at 
the bottom of the beat.

Day-tickets for salmon cost £35 plus vat 
Contact Tom Carter, FishPal. Tel: 01573 470 612 
Purchase tickets online at www.fishpal.com/Scotland/Tay/
Catholes

Good flood 
needed to 
clean Tweed’s 
riverbed



eight-pounder on an orange 
Chernobyl Ant, fished on a trout 
rod, out of the only streamy 
water we had on Learmouth. It 
took the fly like a brown trout 
and put up a good account of 
itself on the light tackle. I had a 
sea-trout on these tactics later 
in the week. Almost 30 sea-
trout were reported this week, 
13 of them from the Till. Milne 
Graden had five and, on the Till, 
Upper Tindal had five and 
Redscar six. The best, an eight-
pounder, was taken on  
Birgham Dub.

The final full week of June, 
starting on the 20th, began a bit 
milder with an inch or two of 
extra water down the Teviot 
and upper Tweed. This came 
from rain in the west the 
previous day. A couple of seals 
were reported to be working in 
the Norham area this week, 
which wouldn’t have helped on 
these beats. This was a quieter 
week with 65 fish reported, 22 
of them on the Saturday. Only 
six were reported on 
Wednesday and seven the 
following day. Birgham Dub had 
eight, Hendersyde seven and 
Tillmouth six, most of the rest 
taking ones and twos. The best 
fish, a couple of 14-pounders, 
came from the Berwick DAA 
water on the Whiteadder and 
Milne Graden. Fifty sea-trout 
were reported, with 30 from the 
Till, Lower Tindal taking 13 of 
them. Upper Tindal had seven 
and Redscar eight. The best,  
an eight-pounder, came  
from Milne Graden. 

Even though we were seeing 
good fish coming through, and 
some beats were doing quite 
well, we really needed a decent 
rise in levels to give the river a 
good clean-out and freshen 
things up. We weren’t going to 
get it over the final few days of 
the month as, apart from the 
odd heavy shower, the week 
beginning June 27 was quite 
dry. Up to Thursday, June 30, 
some 75 fish had been taken, 
Tillmouth taking 16, the Lees 
around a dozen and nine on 
Learmouth. Seven of the Lees 
fish came on Tuesday and we 
had three days of three fish and 
a blank day on the Wednesday. 
Our three on the Thursday were 
taken by Tim Rhodes and his 
father, Bob, who was there as 
an 80th birthday treat from his 
son. Neither having ever caught 
a salmon, Tim had two of 10 lb 
and 12 lb and birthday boy Bob 
had a ten-pounder. It was a a 
great day for the two of them. 
I’ll have a full report next month 

for this week. We had a small 
rise of a couple of inches below 
Kelso on the Friday, July 1, but 
we need a lot more for a decent 
clean-out. – BOB HARRISON.

WEST 
SUTHERLAND

JUNE IN the far North-west 
was (until the very end of the 
month) very dry, so any early 
salmon had little opportunity or 
incentive to run. Relief came in 
the week of June 27.

Between June 27 and July 4 
Gualin Estate on the Dionard 
landed 11 salmon (best 12 lb) 
and one sea-trout of 5 lb. – 
ANDREW 
GRAHAM-STEWART.

WICK

THE FIRST three weeks of June 
were hampered by a lack  
of water.

On the 1st David Barnetson 
landed an 8 lb salmon in  
the Low Reaches.

A 4 in rise on the 20th gave 
some relief at last from the 
unrelenting low water; Jim 
Hindmarch had two grilse from 
McPhail’s, while downstream 
George Doull picked up a grilse 
and an 11 lb salmon. On the 
22nd David Barnetson had 
another at 8 lb from the Low 
Reaches and George Doull 
caught a 9 lb salmon at Bilbster.

A flash flood on the 25th 
prompted a flurry of activity – a 
brace at 4 lb and 10 lb from 
Bilbster to George Doull Jnr, 
two grilse in McPhail’s to Joe 
Hendry, 13 lb from the Watten 
area to Laura Swanson, 13 lb 
also from the Watten area to 
David Green, 10 lb in the Wash 
pool to Ian Sinclair and a grilse 
in McPhail’s to Willie Mackay.

As the water receded on the 
27th, Evan Sinclair tempted a 
grilse in the Pot, further down at 
Bilbster both George Doull Snr 
and Jnr netted a brace each and 
Brian Thacker banked an 11 lb 
salmon in the Strath. – 
ANDREW 
GRAHAM-STEWART.

Ireland  
CARROWMORE

MARKUS MULLER reports that 
the lough fished well in June, 
despite dry and sunny weather 
and very low water. While a few 
fish were caught during 
daytime, the evenings were  
the most productive. 

Among the successful 
anglers were Cameron Brant, 
US, with one grilse, and South 
African angler, Wayne Oldfield, 
who had two fish. Nigel 
Williams from the UK caught his 
first-ever Carrowmore salmon. 
The fishing on Carrowmore and 
the Owenmore River picked up 
considerably during the week of 
June 23. Anglers on the lake 
enjoyed good sport with sea-
trout and grilse, while the first 
good flood of the season 
produced several nice fish on 
the river. Regular visitors to 
Bangor Erris Danny Verbessem 
and Paul De Neef from Belgium 
did particularly well, catching 
several salmon to about 12 lb on 
the Owenmore River. All fish 

were caught on single barbless 
hooks and released. The two 
Belgian anglers also scored on 
Carrowmore, where they had a 
number of fine sea-trout 
together with a grilse. Please 
note that Carrowmore Lake is a 
Brown Tag Fishery and the 
Owenmore River is strictly 
catch-and-release this year. For 
fishing on Carrowmore Lake & 
the Owenmore River contact 
Seamus Henry on +353 97 
83487 or visit www.
bangorerrisangling.com –  
PAUL BOURKE.

CORK 
BLACKWATER

PAUL WHELAN from 
Fortwilliam Fishery reports 
good numbers of salmon in the 
river in June. John Cooper had a 
fish on fly off the Castle beat 
and Kevin O’Connell one of 9 lb, 
also from the Castle beat. 
Fergus Crawford had a 5 lb 
grilse on the Castle beat. Bob 
Woodside had a six-pounder on 
fly off the Ellis beat. Sir Martyn 
Evans-Bevan had a 12 lb salmon 
off the Ellis beat. Damien 
O’Brien returned a 5 lb grilse on 
the Glenmore beat. On June 10 
Chris Coady had four fish, while 
Fergus Crawford had one of 9 lb. 
The following day Paddy Mullins 
had a 5 lb grilse off the Ellis 
beat. John Brock had a beauty 
of 12 lb on his first visit this year. 

The next day, Chris Lynch landed 
his first-ever fish on fly of  
9 lb 8 oz in the Powdering Tub on 
the Castle beat. Alwynn Moss 
had a 5 lb grilse on fly off the 
Glenmore beat.  Michael Long 
returned a 7 lb fish off the 
Castle beat, and his son, Robert, 
returned two beauties of about 
10 lb, also on fly. For fishing, 
contact Paul Whelan  
on +353 87 8292077.

Connie Corcoran from 
Ballyduff Bridge reports that 
Jason released an 11 lb salmon 
on a size 12 Thunder Stoat on 
June 3. The following day Tony 
O’Riordan caught a sea-liced 
salmon of about 9 lb and Jason 
had another fish, of about 8 lb. 
Joe Newman was Had a lovely 
fish of 9 lb – a nice reward after 
a hard day’s fishing. On June 6, 
Martin Cronin caught four fish in 
the morning at Ballyduff Bridge, 
keeping one and releasing the 
others. The last week in June 
saw great sport, with guests 
catching their first-ever salmon 
and a delighted David Walker 
landing a sea-liced grilse of  
3 lb 8 oz on Thursday. Martin 
Cronin had two small grilse on 
fly at Ballincurrig. For fishing 
contact Connie Corcoran on his 
mobile on +353 87 6918 230.

Angling guide Glenda Powell 
reports that on June 10 the 
Blackwater Salmon Fishery 
produced four salmon for Anna 
and Ian. They caught their fish 
on floating lines with short 
intermediate tips and size 12-16 
flies or little tubes. In high water 
spinning with black spinners 
with copper blades seemed to 
be the best. On June 11, two 
fish were recorded. There were 
new fish in the system after the 
rain and Glenda reports that her 
guests were catching fish 
almost every day. In fact she 
was sure her guests were losing 
as many fish as they were 
landing, as the salmon have 
been in a peculiar taking mood 

for the past two weeks. For 
fishing contact Glenda on +353 
87 235 1260.

Angling manager Patrick 
Devennie reports that May and 
June fished very well at 
Careysville and catches were 
nicely above the five-year 
average. In May the fish were 
larger, averaging around 9 lb, 
but as the water dropped so did 
the size of fish running. The 
grilse run arrived three weeks 
earlier than last season – at the 
start of June – and built as the 
month went on. It’s still going 
strong at the time of writing. It 
has been the best June since 
2000 but, due to low water, the 
fish were primarily grilse. All 
fish caught were on fly and the 
vast majority returned. Full 
floating lines proved the most 
successful, with size 10 and 12 
flies. Great sport was had on 
single-handed rods, as well as 
12 ft-13 ft double handers. For 
fishing contact Patrick on  
+353 86 237 8788. –  
PAUL BOURKE.

CORRIB

KEVIN CROWLEY reports that 
by June 8 there was spectacular 
early-morning sport on the 
lough in heatwave conditions 
when trout were feeding on a 
large hatch of caenis between  
5 am and 8 am. Basil Shields of 
Ardnasillagh Lodge, Oughterard, 
said there was less activity on 
the lake due to weather 
conditions but Northern Ireland 
angler Jimmy Johnston had four 
fish for his one-day visit, the 
best weighing 4 lb 8 oz. 

Larry McCarthy at Corrib 
View Lodge reported a huge 
improvement in fishing with 
great early-morning sport. Larry 
was guiding a regular client 
from England and had 25 trout 
over three days with several 
fish over 4 lb and one over 5 lb, 
all caught on Caenis patterns. 
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Carrowmore 
fishes well for 
grilse and  
sea-trout



F I S H I NG  R E P ORT S Ireland

Anna Dawson from Scotland 
caught her first two trout – both 
on a small dry-fly, and one 
weighed 4 lb 6 oz. In total six 
anglers guided by Larry over the 
week caught 47 trout – not bad 
for short early-morning 
sessions. Kevin Molloy of 
Baurisheen Bay Boat Hire 
reports that Cork man Harry 
Couch and his two sons, 
dapping for two days, had 
excellent sport, landing  
17 trout to 4 lb. 

The good early-morning 
sport on caenis continued the 
following week. Larry McCarthy 
reported lots of good caenis 
action. Owen Mealing and Nick 
Measham enjoyed four early 
mornings with Larry, catching 
30 trout, four of them over 4 lb. 
Jim McEvoy, a regular client 
from Cork, had three brilliant 
mornings with Larry, catching 
17 trout for 42 lb. Anglers 
staying at Corrib View recorded 
72 trout for the week. Basil 
Shields reported a quieter week 
although his client John 
Crookshanks from Northern 
Ireland, landed nine trout to  
3 lb in a morning. 

The following week was 
unsettled but in the Greenfields 
area Frank Reilly had three fish 
on wet Mayfly and Sedge for 
half a day’s fishing. In the last 
week of June at Corrib View 
Lodge Gareth Jones from Wales 
returned 19 trout over four days. 
Malcolm Patrick returned nine 
trout over three mornings 
fishing Caenis. Vaughan Ruckley 
landed ten trout in one early-
morning caenis trip and two on 
Sedges during the day. In the 
Oughterard area Gerry Molloy 
had an angling party of two 
Swiss and one German angler 
staying with him for two weeks 
and they caught 39 trout, two of 
which measured 75 cm. They 
also had 164 perch, seven pike 
and nine grilse. –  
PAUL BOURKE.

MASK

KEVIN CROWLEY reports that 
by June 8, and with 
Mediterranean weather 
prevailing, many anglers had 
left the lough to fish elsewhere. 
There was, however some fine 
dry-fly fishing on many 
evenings. 

Angling guide Michael Vahey 
fished with D. Fitzpatrick from 
Finland and they had a total of 
12 trout to 2 lb on dry-flies for 
the week. Gerry O’Brien, 
Ballinrobe, reported doing well 
with dry-flies once the sun went 
down and temperatures 
dropped. Ronan Cusack and 
Mark Rogan had three trout on 
nymphs and small dry-flies with 
a best fish  of 2 lb 4 oz. –  
PAUL BOURKE.

MOY

MARKUS MULLER reports that 
extremely dry and sunny 
weather spoiled the fishing in 
early June.  In the second week 
the Moy Fishery produced a 
total of 29 fish, including some 
nice ones between 9 lb and  
11 lb 8 oz from the Cathedral 
beat. Anglers on the Weir Pool 
also did well and there were 
five fish caught on the Ridge 
pool. Almost all fish came to the 
fly. The Foxford Salmon 
Anglers’ waters produced 47 
fish for the week, while some 
anglers on the Cloongee 
Fishery also did well. Most 
effective methods were 
spinning and bubble-and-fly.

Very low water continued to 
spoil the fishing in the following 
week and the Moy Fishery 
produced a total of 35 fish, 11 of 
them from the Ridge pool. On 
Cloongee, Mark Hourigan, UK, 
had a cracking 14 lb fish on 
bubble-and-fly. 

There was a big 
improvement by June 23, when 
645 salmon were reported for 

the week, bringing the yearly 
total so far to 1,631 fish. The 
Foxford Salmon Anglers’ waters 
yielded a total of 128 fish for the 
week, youngster, Bobby Taaffe, 
catching his first-ever salmon. 
Anglers on the East Mayo 
Anglers’ stretch also reported 
over 100 salmon for the week.

More than 600 salmon, most 
of them grilse, were reported 
the following week. The mixed 
weather in late June, with 
heavy rain on some days, is 
bringing good fishing. –
PAUL BOURKE.

SHEELIN

BRENDA MONTGOMERY 
reports that by the second week 
of June the weather was very 
hot. The heaviest fish for this 
week was an 8 lb 8 oz trout 
caught by Derry Gibson on a 
Murrough, and 472 trout were 
recorded by the many anglers 
flocking to the lough for the last 
of the spent-gnat fishing.  

Well-known angling guide 
Stevie Munn caught a lovely 
trout of 7 lb on a Spent Gnat 
pattern. Other catches included 
four trout to 5 lb on spent-gnat 
patterns for Peadar McAvinney, 
and 12 trout for the week, 
heaviest 5 lb 8 oz and 4 lb 8 oz 
caught in Bog Bay and at 
Wilson’s Point, on spent-gnat 
patterns by Pat Brady. Derry 
Gibson caught two trout at 7 lb 
and 8 lb on spent gnat and 
Diawl Bach.  

The hot weather persisted 
the following week, and evening 
fishing was best. The heaviest 
fish was a 6 lb 12 oz trout 
caught by Stephen Collins. 
Another great trout of 6 lb 10 oz 
was released by Tudor Owen, 
Wales, on a Pheasant Tail 
nymph; he also had many trout 
from 2 lb 8 oz-4 lb during his 
week’s stay. Michael Purcell 
reported six trout to 4 lb on dry 
Mayflies and spent patterns.  

By June 20 most Mayfly 
activity had ceased and anglers 
were starting to fish sedge 
patterns in the evening. The 
heaviest fish for this week was 
an 8 lb trout caught by Mark 
Gilroy on a Murrough fishing at 
Stony Island. Gene Brady had 
one of 4 lb on a Murrough, and 
Michael Reilly caught a similar-
sized fish on a Klinkhamer at 
Chambers Bay. Fishing slowed 
down in the last week of June, 
when Wexford angler David 
Trent had the best trout of the 
week – 6 lb 8 oz caught off 
Stony on a Murrough. –  
PAUL BOURKE.

NORTHERN 
IRELAND

CONDITIONS FINALLY came 
good around the second week in 
June and salmon fishing picked 
up with the water. 
On the Faughan the fish arrived 
with the first good water, and 
during the second week some 
90 fish were recorded – and this 
in the lower tidal stretches 
alone. Tommy Bradley 
celebrated his birthday with a 
three-fish day on fly – the best a 
lovely 12 lb sea-liced salmon. 
Numerous other rods had fish  
in June and among them were 
Jimmy Lynch with four for a 
week and Paul Gallagher with 
six. It is interesting to note  
that a number of good  
sea-trout in the 3 lb-5 lb range 
were reported. 

My report from the 
neighbouring Roe also tells of 
improved sea-trout numbers 
and quality. Here – where the 
run traditionally arrives in July – 
the first salmon of the year 
were taken. David Moore had 
his at 6 lb on the 13th on 
spinner. This was followed on 
the 15th when Keith Kilburn 
returned a 4 lb fish on fly from 
the Turnhole and Damien Carton 
had one at 8 lb. Most fish, 
including sea-trout, fell to 
worm. The Mourne picked up, 
too, and on the Baronscourt 
water it was the second half of 
the month when fish were 
taken. Several were recorded 
after the rain and the best 
weighed 13 lb and 14 lb. During 
the third week a further 13 
salmon were banked and a 
number lost. To date (June 28) 
26 have been recorded. For 
information on these private 
beats contact Baronscourt 
Estate Office  
(+44 (0) 28 81661683) or  
www.barons-court.com.

The Lower Bann beats also 
fished well and at Carnroe the 

tally to date is 63 caught and 
released. The best was a fine 
fresh salmon of 22 lb which was 
taken by Ian Ramsey on prawn. 
Good numbers of fish were 
running.  At Portna they have  
24 fish to date, the best  
a 13-pounder taken on spinner 
by 13-year-old Jack Brownlees. 
At Culiffe Rock, where few are 
fishing, Willie Craig took two to 
5 lb and Tony Lyle had a nice 
trout of 4 lb. Movanagher has 
enjoyed wonderful trout fishing 
with some daily bags of 20 or 
more. The average weight is 
very in the 2 lb 8 oz-3 lb range. 
The best trout I heard of was an 
eight-pounder caught by Gary 
Bell. Salmon have also featured: 
David Hoy had two to 20 lb, Gary 
Bell 10 lb, Terence O’Hagan 
three to 6 lb and Mervyn Norris 
two to 10 lb. For information 
contact the Irish Society’s office 
at Coleraine (+44 (0) 287 
0344796) or via Fishpal. The run 
continues with 2,159 fish 
counted through Portna.  
(This time last season the  
count was about 600).

The Shanes Castle water on 
the Maine has also had a good 
June. There has been a good 
showing of springers and fish 
have been running the weir at 
Randlestown. Gary Patchett had 
a clean fish of 8 lb and Barry 
Daniel a silver grilse. Other have 
lost salmon, including Jim Baird, 
who played a big fish in the Yew 
Tree for over 20 minutes – he 
only saw its tail. The dollaghan 
have appeared and English 
visitors have been recording 
some good catches on the 
Czech nymph. Alan Hill and 
James Hek had ten for the 
morning, all in the  
4 lb-6 lb range, and Malcolm 
Naylor, Northumberland, caught 
his first-ever salmon, an 8 lb bar 
of silver. Contact Sam Andrews 
(07889 423 965) for information 
and permits on this lovely water. 
– MICHAEL SHORTT.
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Copper Sunray
Tube 1½ in-2 in aluminium   Thread Black   

Underwing Salar Synthetic Series (SSS) diamond pearl Angel Hair  
Wing Soft black goat  Overwing SSS nasty rusty Angel Hair    

Cheeks Jungle cock  Head Black

A FLY TO TRY THIS MONTH



F I S H  O F  T H E  M O N T H  C O M P E T I T I O N

NAME OF CAPTOR ..................................................................................

Address ........................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................

Telephone ....................................................................................................

E-mail ............................................................................................................

Species .........................................................................................................

Date caught…………………………Weight* ........................................………

Type of fly/bait ..........................................................................................  

Length…………………………………Boat or bank .......................................  

 Where caught ...........................................................................................  

.........................................................................................................................

*If you return your fish, please give its measurement from  

tip of nose to fork of tail.

NAME OF WITNESS  ................................................................................

Telephone ....................................................................................................

E-mail ............................................................................................................

Fish Of The Month entry form

Terms and Conditions The winners will receive the prizes as stated above. If for any reason beyond the promoter’s control it is not possible to provide the stated prize, the promoter 

reserves the right to award an alternative prize of no lesser value. The promoter’s choice of prize is final. There is no cash alternative available. No entries can be returned and the 

promoter will enter into no correspondence. Judging for the July competition takes place on August 5 (August competition on September 6) and the winners will be notified within 

14 days. We reserve the right to use the winners in any publicity. No employees of Sharpe’s or other companies involved in this promotion are eligible to enter. The Editor’s decision  

is final. The promoter excludes responsibility for applications that are lost/delayed/incomplete. A list of winners is available from Trout and Salmon, Media House, Lynchwood,  

Peterborough PE2 6EA, upon receipt of an SAE. For full competition terms and conditions please go to: www.bauerlegal.co.uk/competition-terms.html   

For our Privacy Policy visit www.bauerdatapromise.co.uk  Bauer Media Group consists of Bauer Consumer Media Ltd, Bauer Radio Ltd and H. Bauer Publishing Ltd.

WIN
Sharpe’s tackle
If you’ve caught a memorable trout or salmon, 
why not enter our monthly competition? It’s 
not always the biggest fish that wins…

THE SHARPE’S of Aberdeen Fish of the Month 
competition celebrates your great fishing achievements. 
If you’ve caught a big fish, you could be one of our 
monthly winners. But it’s not always the captor of a big 
fish that triumphs – other factors that may make the 
catch special are taken into account: the water in  
which the fish is caught, the method and the 
circumstances (Perhaps it’s your first fish.  

Perhaps you’re a young angler). Each entry is carefully 
judged and the editor’s decision is final.

There are two categories – salmon and trout (which 
includes brown, rainbow and sea). The winners can 
choose their prize from Sharpe’s superb range of single- 
or double-handed rods, landing nets and wading staffs. 

Sharpe’s welcomes the opportunity to discuss the 
prize choice with each winner.

Q Fish entered in the July competition must be caught between July 1-31. To enter the August 

competition, fish must be caught in the period Aug 1-31. QOne witness is essential. Q The editor 

reserves the right to refuse an entry. Q Complete the form in full and send to: Sharpe’s Fish of the 

Month, Trout and Salmon, Media House, Lynchwood, Peterborough PE2 6EA to arrive no later than 

first post on August 5 (July competition) or September 6 (Aug competition). Q Pictures are welcome. 

Please send prints to the address above. E-mail images to: troutandsalmon@bauermedia.co.uk 

Q PLEASE NOTE: YOU MUST SEND THE FORM TO ENTER. NO PHOTOCOPIES.

THE TWO CATEGORIES ARE...

1 Salmon   2 Trout (brown, rainbow or sea)
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June winner Richard Evans with a fly-caught 35 in  
(18 lb-20 lb) sea-trout from the River Dovey.



River TayRiver Teifi River Moy River Ailsh

Destination & 
Accommodation

River Tweed River TweedRiver Teifi

 Aapgai Fishing Bucks/BedsFishing For Sale

Products/Services

TO ADVERTISE HERE CONTACT OUR

SALES TEAM ON 01733 366411

Tackle WantedWaders

Wanted

PETER GILES 
Casting/Fishing Instruction
5LYHU��/DNH�DQG GULIW�ÀVKLQJ� 
*XLGLQJ RQ WKH�5LYHU�7HPH�

BEGINERS/IMPROVERS/ADVANCED
6KURSVKLUH�6<���15

T: 01584 711394 M: 07432 047079
www.SHWH�JLOHV�Á\ÀVKLQJ.co.uk

SUE MACNIVEN
Casting frustration!

Quality AAPGAI instruction without
the jargon. Relax in our calm, quiet

B&B in SW Scotland.
www.damselflyfishing.co.uk

Tel:- 07740243269

RIVER CONWY
A rod in an exclusive

syndicate has become
available. 2 miles of double

bank fishing at
the head of the tide with

excellent salmon
holding pools.

Car park, fishing hut etc.
maxcoventry@aol.com
or Tel: 01352 720300

WANTED
Hardy fishing tackle, old and modern, 

also other makes of old tackle.

STRATHMORE
FISHING TACKLE

Please telephone 

01786 823361 or email 

strathmoretackle@gmail.com

WANTED
RIVER WYE BEAT 

TO PURCHASE
- ANYWHERE CONSIDERED

All calls treated in the 
VWULFWHVW�FRQÀGHQFH�

Please phone 

07958 203 864

Please mention Trout & Salmon 
when replying to advertisers

FISHING &  
FAMILY HOLIDAYS
Superb boat & bank trout fishing

Holiday cottages & cabins, no biting midges
SE coast Scotland - River Tweed nearby

Tel 01890 771960
www.coldinghamloch.co.uk

COUNTRY MANSION ESTATE
With private salmon & trout

fishing on river Teifi
4 well equipped cottages with gardens.

Pets welcome. FreeWiFi.
Close to Llandysul AA waters, Cardigan
Bay & Pembrokeshire coastal path.

www.dolhaiddmansion.co.uk
01559 371802

Warm & welcoming family run
guest house offering Dinner, Bed &
Breakfast. Fully licenced, spacious
dog friendly rooms. Perfectly
located for Lower & Bottom Tweed.

www.coachhousecrookham.com
01890 820293

Bed and breakfast from £40.00 per person 
per night based on 2 sharing

FISHING ON
THE TAY
www.royaldunkeld.co.uk

THE ROYAL
DUNKELD HOTEL

Former coaching inn and now a 3***
STB hotel in picturesque Dunkeld

on the banks of the River Tay.
Informal atmosphere, good food 

and hopefully good fishing

Tel: 01350 727322

River Teifi, Private Salmon and Sea
Trout. S/C cottages, Rod/Freezer/ 
Washing/Drying Room facilities.
Well Behaved Dogs Welcome.

www.fishermencottages.co.uk
01559 371 265

Mobile homes, apartments and
log cabins available for hire

www.belleekpark.com
Faranoo, Ballina, Co Mayo

00353 9671533
stay@belleekpark.com

Enjoy trout fishing on beautiful Lochs such as Craggie, 
Borrolan and Urigill through the Oykel Bridge Hotel. It 
costs only £60 to be ready to motor off  on one of  our 
boats and fish the day away. Better still if  you chose to 
stay at the hotel boat hire and the fishing permits are 
free. Come and break your record, with 132 fish caught 

in one day it’s possible.

OYKEL BRIDGE HOTEL
Rosehall, By Lairg, Sutherland. IV27 4HE

Tel: 01549 441218   Email: info@oykelbridgehotel.com

Web: www.oykelbridgehotel.com
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Make sure you don’t 
miss the Autumn 

issue of

in the shops 25th August
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Scotland

Fishing to Let

ANGLING AUCTIONS
Auction of Fishing Tackle & Related Items

on Saturday 1st October 2016
SALE INCLUDES

Approx. 650 lots of vintage and modern tackle,
FDVHG�ÀVK��WURSKLHV��DUW�DQG�ERRNV�

7R�EH�KHOG�DW�
&URVVÀHOG�+DOO��%URDGZDWHU�5G���5RPVH\��+DQWV���62����*/
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ZZZ�DQJOLQJ�DXFWLRQV�FRP
(PDLO��QHLO#DQJOLQJDXFWLRQV�GHPRQ�FR�XN

&DWDORJXHV����������������E\�SRVW
The UK’s leading specialist angling auction

LOBWORMS
Large Dendrobeana Worms

Sizes sorted to order
Next Day Delivery Service

Call: 01543 481534 or
email: gordon@baitline.co.uk

web: www.baitline.co.uk 
All Major Credit & Debit Cards Accepted

WORMS FOR FISHING

The UK’s premier 
supplier of quality 

Lobworms for 
Salmon and  

Trout fishing.
Order online at: www.wormsdirect.co.uk

Tel: 01245 381933

Beauly Tributary 
River Farrar
(EMP]�TIVQMXW��¾]�SRP]�� 

8VSYX��������7EPQSR��JVSQ�����XS����� 
Also holiday cottages.
FRANK SPENCER NAIRN, 

CULLIGRAN ESTATE, 01463 761 285 
info@culligranfishing.co.uk

Llangollen Maelor Angling
The club have over 10 miles on the prime middle
beats of the river Dee, Salmon anglers have some
of the best fly water on the Dee, the beats have
hosted the World Fly Fishing Championships
the first World youth Championships two
Commonwealth championships, the European
Grayling Festival has been the venue for the past
15 years, Season permits for Salmon fishing are
available also Trout & Grayling season permits
and day permits memberships fees are on the
website Llangollen Maelor Angling, for further
information Tele Ken Bathers 01978 820608 or
Derek Bithell 01978 860012

LOWER ITCHEN FISHERY
2015 a record breaking 

year - 285 salmon

07477 790210 or 02380 814389
www.itchen-fishing.net

HPDLO��LQIR#LWFKHQ�ÀVKLQJ�QHW

RIVER COLN 
Coln St Aldwyns, Glos

Syndicate rods 
available for 

2016 Season.
Contact Ruth Hurst

01285 750071

GRIMERSTA
Isle of Lewis

For availability in Season 
2016 or 2017 contact:

Simon Scott 
Grimersta Lodge 

Isle of Lewis 
HS2 9EJ

Tel: 01851 621358 
Email: grimersta@btconnect.com

www.grimersta.com

Destinations with 
a Difference

The Best Flyfishing in the Caribbean and Latin America
Tel:  +44 20 7351 3552

www.castawayflyfishing.net

WILD BROWNIES RIVER EDEN
24 miles of great water on the River Eden with an 
DZDUG�ZLQQLQJ IDPLO\�KRWHO DQG�¿VK UHVWDXUDQW

Tufton Arms Hotel, Market Square, 
Appleby, Cumbria, 017683 51593 

www.tuftonarmshotel.co.uk

SPECIAL 2 DAY  
TROUT FISHING COURSES

B&B from £320 for 2 people.

3 DAY SPEYCASTING 
COURSES

:LWK�JRRG�VSULQJ�¿VKLQJ�� 
Full board from £645. 

WESTLAKE
FLY FISHING

Oxfordshire
Tuition in all aspects of fly fishing in

picturesque surroundings at the
beautiful Lockinge Fishery

Beginners foundation courses to
Spey casting and specialist

advanced techniques.
APGAI / STANIC / REFFIS

IAN HOCKLEY
Tel: 01235 227228

www.westlakeflyfishing.co.uk

Sea Trout/
Salmon/Grayling
1-3 rods available

��ORCHARD COTTAGE��
++++ Tourist Board Inspected

NORTHUMBERLAND

www.till-fishing.co.uk
Email:

fish@till-fishing.co.uk
Enquiries to Lucy Carroll

Mobile 07974 416692 Tel 01890 883060

01206 216 555
fisheries4sale.com

&KDUWHUHG�6XUYH\RUV���)LVKHULHV��:DWHU DQG�/HLVXUH 6SHFLDOLVWV

Esthwaite Water, Cumbria 

Attractive leasehold business on Esthwaite Water 

x� Business is a tourist attraction based on trout and pike
fishing, bird watching (ospreys), café, art and car parking

x� Boathouse, café and fishing tackle shop buildings, artists
studio

     Guide price £100,000

DOLGELLAU
Country house/cottages, sleep 2-9. 

Dolgellau, Penmaenpool 1 mile. 
Private beat on river Wnion. Free permit 

for 13 miles rivers Wnion and Mawddach. 
Log fires, large garden.

WWW.HOLIDAYSINWALES.ORG.UK 
TEL: 01341 423481
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Scrub your tackle
Giles Catchpole makes final preparations for his trip to Iceland

S
O, ICELAND. 
ICELAND, eh?  
I should say so. Land 
of the geysers and 
the midnight sun 
and home to simply 

enormous trout. There may be a 
bit of fermented shark going on, 
too, I grant you; and a slice or two 
of dried seal blubber to be 
managed, but let us put those 
small trials aside and focus on the 
simply enormous trout. 

Actually, before we address the 
issue of the simply enormous 
trout let us look briefly at the 
whole seal blubber thing. I freely 
admit that I have never eaten seal 
blubber. I am not even certain 
that it is the blubber of the seal 
that we are expected to eat. I’m 
not sure that anyone eats seal 
blubber as a matter of fact. Or any 
part of the seal these days. It may 
just be one of those not especially 
elaborate jokes that locals enjoy 
playing on the more gullible sort 
of tourist. “Ah, for sure, sir, the 
testicle is regarded as the 
sweetest of all the sweetbreads. With a small glass of 
akavit, certainly. And down in one. It’s best taken raw, 
of course. That is the traditional way. Try one do, sir, 
they are delicious at this time of year.” 

And then they meet up in some dive bar round the 
back much later in the week and compare notes.  
“Did he really eat one, Janni?” 

“For sure! Down in one!”
“And raw? No kidding?”
“I thought he was going to choke at 

one point but he got it down in the 
end. Said it was delicious!”

“OOUUUGGHH! That is awful, 
man. What are you going to try  
next week?”

“Well, we have some Brits coming to the lodge  
so I have got a jar of pickled eyeballs from Olli.  
A hundred kroner says they will scoff the  
lot before Wednesday?”

“Done, by Odin’s beard! You’re a very bad man, 
Janni, but a lot of laughs. See if you can get pictures 
this time. We can post them on the Seal Club page.” 

And so it goes, I dare say. Having said which I 
wouldn’t mind in the slightest if seal, roasted, dried, 
poached, pickled or dipped in chilli chocolate for all I 
care, became fantastically popular. There are far too 
many seals about, in my view, and if they suddenly 
became the cranberries de nos jours, I for one would 

be delighted; and if chewing on an 
indeterminate lump of seal is the 
way to get that particular ball 
rolling in the right direction then  
I am up for it.

It can’t be worse than some of 
the stuff they served up to us at 
school. Actually, it might well have 
been some of the stuff they served 
up to us at school, now I come to 
think about it. However, back to 
the simply enormous trout.

Or rather not back to the  
simply enormous trout because 
before you can pursue them in 
Iceland you have to have your 
tackle disinfected. Yes, I know.  
Ha! Ha! Having your tackle 
scrubbed. Very funny. The vet 
made exactly the same joke.  
Yes, the vet. Icelandic Customs 
require veterinary certification 
that your tackle – OK, that’s 
enough – fishing tackle has been 
disinfected before departure  
from the UK. 

This is all perfectly sensible 
actually and thoroughly sound 
preventative disease control.  

On the other hand it does require a vet with the 
necessary equipment or a degree of creative thinking. 
“Happy to help,” says the vet, “absolutely no idea how 
we are going to do it though. Toddle round midweek 
and we’ll see what’s to do.”

So I applied my mind to the issue and the result 
was – TADAHHHHH! The Giles 
Catchpole Patent Tackle 
Disinfectinator!

Five feet of four-inch pipe,  
sealed at one end with polythene 
and gaffer tape, stood in a bucket, 
takes 10 litres of one per cent 
solution of proprietary disinfectant. 

Stick all the rods in the top end and hold them  
in the solution by shoving a sponge down on top  
of them. Leave for the requisite period. Then empty 
the solution into the bucket and add reels, waders, 
boots and any other sundries that you might  
fancy packing. 

Even the vet was impressed. And she really does 
scrub tackle. It goes with the territory in any large 
animal practice. And she said that this was a lot 
easier. So there. 

So now I have the wherewithal to set out for Iceland 
and the hunting of the simply enormous trout. 

Watch this space. It may not be big  
enough, of course.

“The testicle is regarded  
as the sweetest of all the 

sweetbreads”
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The ONLY car insurance comparison website that 

lets you compare online AND over the phone!

Compare and save on your car insurance today at or call 0845 434 9989
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Compare online or call:

0845 434 9989



The Duchess features innovative technology including a split cage frame 

design and dual line guards within a classically styled high quality reel.

The Duchess

MADE IN ALNWICK, ENGLAND.

www.hardyfishing.com


