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1 If You want to learn how the stamp
trade works, please read on… When I 

was 15, I did. I wondered if there was some se-
cret source of supply? So, I bought my 1st stamp 
mixture, (wholesale I thought), broke it into 50 
smaller units, advertised it in Stamp Magazine 
‘Classifi eds’, and waited for the orders to roll in… 
I’m still waiting, 48 years later !...

Wrong O� er 7 Wrong Price 7 Wrong Place 7
(naïve seller 4 = H me but I was only 15 at 

the time!)

2 Three years later,  attending my
fi rst public stamp auctions I wondered 

how some bidders seemed to buy everything, 
paying the highest price? It didn’t occur to 
me that they were probably Auction Bidding 
Agents, paid by absent (dealer) bidders to rep-
resent them. I wondered why two collectors 
sitting side by side muttered to each other 
“he’s a dealer” as if that justifi ed him paying 
the highest price… 

…but did it really? What was the real reason? 
How could a Dealer pay a higher price than a 
Collector? It doesn’t make sense, does it? Col-
lectors are customers. Customers usually pay 
the highest price, unless… for a Collector, this 
was…

Wrong Presentation7 Wrong Place 7
therefore Wrong Price 7

3 Fast-forward 48 years later 
to a British Empire collection, lot #1 

in an International Stamp Auction – Estimat-
ed at £3,000, but we were the highest bidder 
at £21,000 – YES – some 7×higher. Including 
Buyer’s Premium in the extraordinary sum of 
£4,788 we actually paid GBP£25,788= upon a 
£3,000 estimate… however, we broke it down 
into sets, singles, mini-collections etc. We made 
a profi t. Some might say it found its price. 
Others may say:

Wrong Estimate 7 Wrong Presentation 7
Wrong Structure7 Wrong Protection of Price 7

– Lucky for the seller that 2 well-healed
bidders saw the potential value that day
or it could have been given away… the seller
could easily have lost out couldn’t he? or she?

So, by un-peeling the layers of obfusca-
tion, hopefully we can all agree: 

The Secret is Simple – 

it’s ALL About: TIMING,

Plus the 3 Philatelic ‘P’s –

Presentation4Place 4and Price 4

4 Understanding the problem… 
I always remember the car trade had 

their own little ‘bible’ – Glass’s Guide. I’ve no 
idea, I’ve not even looked - in this internet-dom-
inated world, it may even have disappeared. 
Well, there’s an insider Stamp Trade publica-
tion for Stamp Dealers called “The Philatelic 
Exporter”. There’s nothing that special about 
it – and you won’t learn much or fi nd massive-
ly reduced prices by subscribing – BUT – it is 
a forum, a paper focal point, a last ‘bastion’ in 
this on-line transparent world that we inhabit… 
whereby dealers (and auctioneers) can try and 
communicate with each other. I publish my own 
articles there…

Recently I discussed the outcome of my 10 
years’ simple research, asking dealers and auc-
tioneers ‘what is your biggest problem?’ 

To a man, (why are we almost all men), they 
replied – “my biggest problem is 
stock, if I can get more of the right 
stock I can sell it easily” 

Strange that, nobody ever asked 
me the same question back – be-
cause my answer would have been 
entirely different (and I don’t treat 
it as a problem) – I seek to satisfy 
collectors

This is the reason why my compa-
ny has such massive advertising. This 
is the reason why we spend up to 8% 
of turnover – up to £200,000 per annum 
in marketing costs. (Most dealers don’t 
even sell £200K per annum).

5 Why is that? Because, as the world
revolved the Stamp Market, imper-

ceptibly Changed, and incrementally –
Massively

So, although few will tell you this, it’s 
clearly evident that the problem for most 
Sellers of Stamps today is no longer absent 
stock – but absent collectors in the place 
they choose to sell their stamps in. Simply 
put, other Dealers, Auctions, Stamp Fairs have 
not invested in marketing to have a strong Cus-
tomer-core. To be fair, this is not true of all – but 
it is true of most – so that our nearest compet-
itor ‘Apex’ had 800 bidders in a recent auction. 
In my most recent 20,000+ lot UPA 65th Auction 
we had 2,261 different bidders from 54 different 
countries, 95% of whom were Collectors. Some 
other well-advertised auctions only have 200 
bidders (a high percentage of whom are dealers 
– so that, essentially they are Dealer-dominated
auctions) – so that when you sell through them
– you’re paying up to 18% (including VAT) sell-
er’s commission and the buyer is paying up to
25% and more in Buyer’s Premium, credit card
fees, on-line bidding fee, delivery and insurance 
etc… AND all of that so that your stamps
may be sold, wait for it – TO DEALERS
(and some collectors), but Dealers, that nat-
urally must make a profi t to survive…

6 Now, let’s examine the cost 
implications – Example: Your

stamp collection sells in public auction for 
£800. Upon a 25% buyer’s premium, the dealer 
pays £1,000 and it could be more. He breaks 
it into £2,000+ selling price (much lower and 
he’ll go out of business). The auction charges 
you a seller’s commission of up to 18% (VAT 
included) upon the £800 sale price. This is 
GBP£144. Therefore you receive approaching 
£656 – which is approximately 33% of the deal-
er’s £2,000+/- retail selling price - BUT… now 
that we have identifi ed the problem…

Isn’t the Solution Staring us 
Right in The Face ?

7 Why Pay an Auction to Sell 
to Dealers: Sell to Collectors in-

stead ?In our example with buyer’s premium, 
sellers commission, lotting fees, extra credit 
card charges, VAT and even insurance - you’re 
already being charged in different ways up to 
40% of the selling price to sell, possibly or prob-
ably, to the wrong person. 

Why not direct that 40% cost you’re pay-
ing to sell to Collectors instead? Sounds 
good, so why hasn’t this been done before ?

8 Truth is,  it Has been done be-
fore…Sometimes the ‘old’ ways are the 

best ways aren’t they? But in today’s enthusiasm 
to obscure the obvious so that money may be 
taken, almost surreptitiously, in numerous dif-
ferent ways, (without us apparently noticing 
until we see the cheque in our pocket) – the 
transparent ‘seller pays’ has been deliberately 
‘obscured’ – so much so that, amazingly, the 
latest 2017 European Auction Selling Legisla-
tion just introduced – now requires auctions 

ATTENTION OWNERS OF LARGE/ VALUABLE COLLECTIONS –

Are You THINKING of SELLING?
This is

HOW THE STAMP TRADE WORKS
Philatelic Expert Lets You into his Selling Secrets  so you can bene� t from 

a totally di� erent (and New) Selling Experience
by Andrew McGavin

About The Author � Andrew found his Father’s 
stamps at the age of 10. A year later at Senior 
School he immediately joined the School 
Stamp Club. He ‘specialised’(!) in British, but 
soon was interested in Queen Victoria which he 
could not a� ord. The 2nd to last boy wearing 
short trousers in his school year, he religiously 
bought Post O�  ce New Issues on Tuesdays 
with his pocket money. He soon found that he 
enjoyed swapping / trading stamps as much as 
collecting them. Aged 19, eschewing University 
he quickly found a philatelic career in London, 
leading to creating his own companies in 
stamps. Andrew has authored many interna-
tionally published Stamp ‘Tips’ articles, appear-
ing on Local Radio and National TV promoting 
Philately with Alan Titchmarsh. Andrew’s area of 
expertise is unusual – in so far as his grounding 
in collecting and wide philatelic knowledge has 
given him a deep understanding of Philately. 
He has studied Philately for the past 45 years, 
in combination with Commerce and Marketing 
Expertise, enabling him to create synergies in 
‘lifetime’ interlinked Stamp Selling Systems, sell-
ing unit-priced stamps through to handling col-
lections & Rarities up to £700,000 each. Today 
Andrew is fortunate to be co-owner with his 
Wife, of Universal Philatelic Auctions (aka UPA) 
– the Largest No Buyer’s Premium Reducing-Es-
timate System Stamp Auction in the World, cre-
ating records selling stamps to 2,261 di� erent 
bidders from 54 di� erent countries in his latest
auction. Andrew stopped collecting 
stamps aged 18 reasoning that his 
enjoyment of stamps would be in 
handling them and selling them… 

ANDREW PROMOTING PHILATELY ON 
THE ALAN TITCHMARSH SHOW ITV

REQUEST MY ‘TIPS OF THE TRADE’ FREE BOOKLET
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that charge ‘buyer’s premiums’ to warn the 
buyer in advance. Just imagine going into the 
petrol station, and being warned that the price 
you’re paying to put fuel in you tank is not the 
real price, you have to pay a premium! Obvious-
ly, there would be an uproar…

9 How can you cut out the 
middleman and sell to Col-

lectors instead?  Well, I can think of two
ways. 1). DIY - Do It Yourself selling on eBay. 
That may be fi ne for lower grade material – but, 
would you risk auctioning relatively unprotect-
ed rare material on eBay ? We don’t and we’re 
professionals, so we should know what we’re 
doing. Or 2). Cut out the extra middle-man. Use 
my company UPA, which reaches collectors 
instead. Here’s how it works: Continuing from 
our previous Example:

The auction sold your stamps to a dealer for 
£1,000 – but You received circa £656

UPA sells them to collectors for you for up to 
£2,000 – even after 40% commission you receive 
up to £1,200. Up to £544 more. Now that’s amaz-
ing, isn’t it? G

10  Sounds Good Andrew, but
Can You ‘Deliver’?  Obviously, 

nothing is as simple as that, and as we auction 
stamps to collectors some collections may 
‘break’ to the example £2,000+/- but the stamps 
may be sold for more or less – especially as we 
reserve all lots at 20% below, (Estimate £2,000 
= £1,600 reserve) and not everything sells fi rst 
or even 2nd time so prices may come down… 
Naturally, it’s not that straightforward for a deal-
er either – he may sell at a discount to ‘move’ 
stock OR, like many dealers he may be sitting 
on the same unsold stamps, that you see time 
and time again, in dealer’s stocks years later 
and still at the same unattractive prices… So, 
I think it is more reasonable for you to expect 
up to 36% to 50% more, indirectly or directly via 
my Collector’s Secret Weapon: Universal 
Philatelic Auctions, which moves material more 
quickly, by incrementally reducing estimate (and 
reserve) price in a structured selling system… 

11 Q.� What is the Collector’s
‘Secret Weapon’? 
A.� It’s called the 
Unique UPA Reducing 
Estimate System... L

This is a rather long explanation, I don’t want 
to bore you, but 17 years ago, when my wife and 
I set up Universal Philatelic Auctions I detected 
that the stamp trade’s biggest problem then was 
not what sold – but what didn’t sell… So, 
because I didn’t want to try to keep on offering 
the same either unsaleable or overpriced stock 
I created the unique UPA Reducing Estimate 
(and reserve) Selling System. Simply put, if a 
lot doesn’t sell in the 1st auction we reduce the 
estimate (and reserve) by 11% and unlike other 
dealers and auctions WE TELL YOU – ‘US’ 
= once unsold. If unsold after the following 
auction we reduce by a further 12% and WE 
TELL YOU ‘US2’, if unsold after a 3rd UPA 
auction we reduce by a further 13% and WE 
TELL YOU ‘US3’ and so on till the lot fi nds its 
price, is sold or virtually given away... 4

12 Any Scientist will tell you 
that combinations of ingredients can 

produce powerful results. So we created the 
unique combination of my UPA Reducing Es-
timate System, married (in stone), with UPA’s 
fair ‘NO BUYER’S Premium’ policy, PLUS each 
lot carries my total ‘no quibble’ guarantee – 
this formula is the reason why within the span 
of 4 auctions (one year)… 90%-95% of lots bro-
ken from a collection have sold. This Unique 
Philatelic Selling System Formula is the rea-
son why we are the largest stamp auction in 
the UK today with 2,261 different bidders in 
my recent auction.E

In Hindsight Dealers warned me 17 years 
ago that my idea wouldn’t work. 17 years later 
I think I’ve proven that it does. (Reader: Please 
Request a complimentary UPA catalogue – us-
ing the contact details further below)

13 OK, Cut to the Chase
Andrew, what’s the

offer? All of my Selling Systems are based
upon selling to Collectors Globally, 
so that 95% of stamps sold by UPA are sold 
directly to Collectors. If you wish to benefi t 
by up to 50% or more, depending upon your 
circumstance and type of material, by cutting 
out the middleman – then this offer may be 
for you. Generally ‘time’ is the enemy in our 
lives, and for most dealers not being able to 
sell stock. Now is the time to let ‘time’ do 
the ‘heavy-lifting’ and consider making ‘time’ 
work for you, so that at UPA you can make 
time your friend. I
14  AND the SMALL PRINT? Some 

lots are too small in value for us to offer 
this system. Other lots may not be suited to selling 
in this manner (e.g. surplus mint British decimal 
stamps best used for postage) – especially if the 
market is heavily compromised by stock overhang 
in specifi c areas. Some Collectors will not wish to 
use time and systems to leverage price, others will 

want to agree a specifi c price and know that they 
are paid precisely this amount. No client is treated 
like a number and no client is forced like a square 
peg into a round hole. M

15 OK, What Do I Do Next?
a). You contact UPA to discuss with 

Andrew or a highly-qualifi ed Auction Valuer/
Describer what you have to dispose of and your 
options bearing in mind your specifi c interests 
/ requirements

b). If you wish, get a 2nd opinion, but 
investigate what type of auction / dealer you 
are dealing with. Is it a Dealer’s auction with 
relatively few collectors? Can you see where 
/ how the Dealer sells? If you can’t easily see 
any pricelists or high quality selling catalogues 
– that Dealer may sell your stamps to other
dealers…

c). Finally you ask U P A to collect your 
stamps, insure in transit for an estimated re-
placement retail value…C B S

16 What Happens then?  A mem-
ber of my Team telephones/e-mails 

you to confi rm safe receipt. ‘Overnight’ valu-
ations, unless simple, are rare. Valuing stamp 
collections that have taken tens of years to 
create takes time. Depending upon your priori-
ties / timescale I, or an experienced member of 
my Team will contact you to discuss your re-
quirements and the options available to you for 
the sale of your collection. Provided only that 
you feel well-informed and comfortable do we 
agree strategy T D

17 How Strong is the Stamp
and Cover Market? Everybody 

knows that the strongest areas are GB and Brit-
ish Empire. Post-Independence / QEII material 
sells but if hinged at considerable discount. 
Mint hinged material pre 1952 is regarded as the 
industry ‘norm’ and therefore desirable – but 
genuine never-hinged commands a premium. 
Europe sells but at reduced levels, Americas 
is good, as generally is Asia but the ‘heat’ has 
come off China which is still good – and Russia 
which can still be good. East Europe is weak-
er. Overall, Rarities throughout 
can command their own price 
levels and real Postal History 
has good demand. 

18 What Should I Do Next? Dis-
cuss your collection with U P A. Con-

tact Andrew or an experienced member of his 
Team now… B C

19  Guarantee: I want You to be
absolutely Sure So If You’re not

sure we’ll transport and return your stamps for 
FREE up to £200 in actual shipping cost at our 
expense. It sounds generous (and it is), but it’s 
far less than the cost of driving 100+ miles each 
way and 3 to 6 hours in your home valuing your 
stamps U

20 My Double Cast Iron Guaran-
tee: We can do a better job valuing your

stamps in our offi ce than in your home. If you 
don’t agree I’ll pay you an extra £50 for you to pay 
somebody trusted to open the boxes and put your 
albums back, in the same place, on the shelf they 
came from. U U 

21 Act NOW: Contact Andrew or 
an experienced member of his Team 

using the on-line selling form at our website, by 
fax, telephone or by mail. We’ll work harder for 
you not to regret the decision to sell all or part 
of your collection…C B

A
Andrew McGavin, Philatelic Expert, 
Author, Managing Director 
Universal Philatelic Auctions UPA

Contact UPA: 01451 861 111
UNSOLICITED TESTIMONIAL:

Dear Folk at UPA,
I’ve dealt with the public for 37 + years, and as 
both a consumer, and a businessman, I have 
created huge numbers of orders from all over 
the world from a complete range of suppliers 
from all aspects of our daily lives.

But I don’t believe I have ever encountered 
such sensitivity, such kind thought, such 
understanding as I have with you in our 
initial meeting, our subsequent successful 
transaction, and now this.

I recall well the item you highlight, and 
realise that this one item has such colossal 
personal value, I could never part with it. 

It has been an absolute pleasure dealing 
with yourself, and I am more than willing for 
you to use this e-mail as commendation to 
others who may be thinking of disposing of 
their collection. 

Many, many thanks for a memorable 
experience, and I will try to emulate your 
thought and care in my own business sphere.

Yours sincerely
D. E. B. Bath, UK

UNIVERSAL PHILATELIC AUCTIONS SCM 12/17

4 The Old Coalyard, West End, Northleach, Glos. GL54 3HE UK
Tel: 01451 861111 • Fax: 01451 861297

www.upastampauctions.co.uk • info@upastampauctions.co.uk

Andrew McGavin, Philatelic Expert, 

Universal Philatelic Auctions UPA

Andrew McGavin, Philatelic Expert, 
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GREAT BRITAIN MIXTURES, £p PER 100g
K406 ALDERNEY . . . . . . . . 18.45
K399 CASTLES HV: . . . . . . . 8.45
K46 CHANNEL ISLES: DEFS . . 4.00
K45 CHANNEL ISLES:MIXED . 4.85
K51 COMMEMS ONLY: . . . . 4.95
K351 COMMEMS WITH XMAS: . 4.00
K104 COMMEMS:PRE DECS . . 6.10

K111 COMMS/XM DECIMAL HV. 22.65
K172 COMMS/XM.PRE-DEC HV . 19.85
K112 DEFINS: HV . . . . . . . 5.65
K61 DOUBLE HEADS: . . . . . 4.00
K137 FRAMA: . . . . . . . . . 4.00
K108 GREETINGS/MULTIPLES . 8.45
K75 GUERNSEY: LARGE. . . . 8.85

K143 ISLE OF MAN: . . . . . . 9.85
K517 JERSEY POSTAGE DUES. . 25.45
K44 JERSEY: LARGE. . . . . . 8.85
K165 KGVI ONLY 1936-52: . . . 11.25
K407 LARGE 1ST AND 2ND: . . . 4.00
K221 PRE GEORGE VI: . . . . . 18.45
K222 PRE-DECIMAL MACHINS . 4.00

K225 REGIONALS: . . . . . . . 4.00
K235 SE-TENANTS DEFS . . . . 4.00
K296 WILDING DESIGN . . . . 6.75
K216 WILDINGS HV . . . . . . 12.85

LARGE FORMAT WORLD MIXTURES, £p PER 100g ENTIRELY COMMEMS WHERE INDICATED ‘COMM’
K4 ANDORRA: . . . . . . . . 4.00
K14 AUSTRALIA: COMM. . . . 6.35
K16 AUSTRALIA: COMM HV . . 24.75
K18 AUSTRIA: COMM . . . . . 22.65
K19 BAHAMAS: . . . . . . . . 14.25
K20 BAHRAIN: . . . . . . . . 14.25
K26 BELGIUM: COMM . . . . 11.45
K28 BERLIN: COMM . . . . . 21.25
K30 BERMUDA: . . . . . . . . 14.25
K31 BHUTAN:. . . . . . . . . 17.05
K32 BOTSWANA: . . . . . . . 14.25
K469 BRUNEI: . . . . . . . . . 17.05
K36 BULGARIA:. . . . . . . . 17.05
K470 BURMA: . . . . . . . . . 18.45
K467 CAMBODIA: . . . . . . . 14.25
K40 CANADA: COMM . . . . . 19.85
K360 CANADA: COMM HV . . . 35.25
K38 CANADA: XMAS. . . . . . 4.00
K43 CAYMAN ISLANDS . . . . 16.35

K47 CHINA PEOPLE’S REP: . . 14.25
K465 CROATIA: . . . . . . . . 15.65
K329 CUBA: COMM . . . . . . 11.45
K350 CYPRUS: . . . . . . . . . 7.05
K68 EAST GERMANY: COMM . 11.35
K79 FIJI: . . . . . . . . . . . 17.05
K84 FINLAND: . . . . . . . . 10.05
K402 FRAMA: IRISH . . . . . . 4.00
K420 FRAMA:REST OF WORLD. 4.00
K88 FRANCE: COMM . . . . . 9.85
K370 FRANCE: COMM HV . . . 36.65
K100 GERMANY: COMM . . . . 4.00
K400GERMANY: COMM HV . . 10.05
K105 GIBRALTAR: . . . . . . . 12.85
K106 GREECE: . . . . . . . . . 4.95
K109 GRENADA/GRENADINES . 18.45
K118 HOLLAND: COMM . . . . 4.25
K123 HONG KONG: COMM. . . 19.85
K128 ICELAND: . . . . . . . . 31.75

K132 INDIA: COMM . . . . . . 17.05
K410 IRELAND: COMM HV . . . 38.75
K145 ISRAEL: COMM . . . . . . 15.65
K149 ITALY: COMM . . . . . . 12.15
K155 JAMAICA: . . . . . . . . . 17.05
K158 JAPAN: COMM . . . . . . 14.05
K166 KOREA (N): . . . . . . . 12.85
K174 LUXEMBOURG: COMM . . 12.85
K176 MALAWI:. . . . . . . . . 15.65
K180 MALDIVE ISLANDS . . . . 17.05
K182 MALTA: COMM . . . . . . 4.95
K181 MALTA: COMM HV . . . . 16.35
K184 MAURITIUS: . . . . . . . 17.05
K361 MONACO: . . . . . . . . 18.45
K196 NEW ZEALAND: COMM. . 10.75
K363 NEW ZEALAND:COMM HV 35.25
K197 NICARAGUA: . . . . . . . 15.65
K198 NIGERIA: . . . . . . . . . 15.65
K201 NORWAY: . . . . . . . . 9.85

K202 NORWAY: COMM HV . . . 33.85
K208 PAKISTAN:LARGE DEFS . 10.05
K244 R.S.A: COMM. . . . . . . 12.85
K242 R.S.A: HOMELANDS . . . 18.45
K376 SPAIN: COMM . . . . . . 4.95
K260 SWAZILAND:. . . . . . . 15.65
K173 SWISS: COMM . . . . . . 11.45
K267 SWISS: COMM HV . . . . 21.25
K270 SWISS: DEFS HV . . . . . 4.80
K271 SWISS: SEMI-POSTALS . . 24.05
K369 TRINIDAD & TOBAGO: . . 17.05
K440 TUNISIA: . . . . . . . . . 10.05
K290 U.S.A: COMM. . . . . . . 6.35
K286 U.S.A: XMAS . . . . . . . 4.00
K284 U.S: AIR MAILS: . . . . . 6.35
K211 VIETNAM: COMM. . . . . 14.05
K372 WALT DISNEY: COMM . . 10.05

WORLD MISSION MIXTURES, £p PER 100g CONTAIN COMMEMS, DEFINITIVES AND SOME HVs
K11 ARGENTINA: . . . . . . . 7.00
K15 AUSTRALIA: . . . . . . . 4.25
K367 AUSTRALIA: DEFS HV. . . 4.95
K364 AUSTRIA:. . . . . . . . . 4.95
K27 BELGIUM: . . . . . . . . 4.95
K374 BELIZE/BR. HONDURAS . 15.65
K35 BRAZIL: . . . . . . . . . 14.25
K333 BRIT C/W:PRE QUE II . . 28.25
K42 CANADA: . . . . . . . . . 4.25
K39 CANADA: DEFS HV . . . . 5.65
K305 CZECH REPUBLIC: . . . . 12.15
K396 CZECHOSLOVAKIA: . . . . 7.00
K57 DENMARK: . . . . . . . . 4.25
K67 EAST GERMANY: . . . . . 4.95
K379 ESTONIA: . . . . . . . . 14.25
K81 FINLAND: . . . . . . . . 4.25

K89 FRANCE: . . . . . . . . . 4.25
K102 GERMANY: . . . . . . . . 4.00
K318 GHANA: . . . . . . . . . 9.35
K119 HOLLAND: . . . . . . . . 4.00
K122 HONG KONG: . . . . . . 5.30
K319 HUNGARY: . . . . . . . . 17.05
K131 INDIA: . . . . . . . . . . 7.00
K136 INDONESIA: . . . . . . . 10.75
K139 IRELAND: . . . . . . . . 4.00
K140 IRELAND: DEFS HV. . . . 5.65
K375 IRELAND: XMAS . . . . . 4.00
K146 ISRAEL: . . . . . . . . . 8.65
K134 ITALY: . . . . . . . . . . 7.00
K159 JAPAN:. . . . . . . . . . 6.35
K483 KENYA/UGANDA/TANZ.. . 17.05
K162 KENYA: . . . . . . . . . 7.00

K481 LATVIA: . . . . . . . . . 14.25
K355 LITHUANIA: . . . . . . . 14.25
K175 LUXEMBOURG:. . . . . . 6.20
K178 MALAYSIA: . . . . . . . . 8.65
K183 MALTA:. . . . . . . . . . 5.65
K189 MOROCCO: . . . . . . . . 10.05
K447 MOZAMBIQUE: . . . . . . 18.45
K373 N. ZEALAND: DEFS HV . . 12.85
K195 NEW ZEALAND: . . . . . 4.25
K204 NORWAY: . . . . . . . . 4.00
K215 POLAND: . . . . . . . . . 6.35
K219 PORTUGAL: . . . . . . . 9.35
K245 R.S.A: . . . . . . . . . . 4.00
K229 ROMANIA: . . . . . . . . 14.25
K451 RUSSIA: . . . . . . . . . 12.15
K234 SCANDINAVIA: . . . . . . 4.00

K430 SIERRA LEONE: . . . . . 24.05
K239 SINGAPORE: . . . . . . . 14.25
K401 SLOVAKIA: . . . . . . . . 6.10
K253 SPAIN: . . . . . . . . . . 4.00
K255 SRI LANKA: . . . . . . . 6.70
K272 SWITZERLAND: . . . . . 4.25
K273 TAIWAN:. . . . . . . . . 17.05
K371 TANZANIA: . . . . . . . . 12.85
K277 THAILAND:. . . . . . . . 11.45
K279 TURKEY: . . . . . . . . . 15.65
K291 U.S.A: . . . . . . . . . . 4.00
K476 UKRAINE: . . . . . . . . 17.05
K421 UN. ARAB EMIRATES: . . 14.25
K477 YUGOSLAVIA: . . . . . . 17.05
K303 ZAMBIA: . . . . . . . . . 14.25
K304 ZIMBABWE: . . . . . . . 8.65

MIXTURES LIST.  ALL ITEMS ON PAPER AND POSTALLY USED UNLESS STATED OTHERWISE. LISTED BY 100g (ABOUT 3.5 OZ)

MINIMUM ORDER £25, PLEASE. ("DEFS" = DEFINITIVES; "HV" = HIGH VALUES ;"C/W" = COMMONWEALTH)

A.C. STAMPS, 23 NOWER HILL, PINNER, HA5 5QR. U.K.  
PHONE (020) 8954 3144; MOBILE 07850 330 682; email: acstamps@virginmedia.com

POSTFREE (INLAND ONLY); Please note that there is a 3% surcharge on credit card(debit cards no charge). If
paying by credit or debit card, please advise of the three figure CVC on the back and expiry date. 

OFF PAPER MIXTURES OFFERS 

G.B. LARGE (COMMEMS/XMAS) £27 FOR 500 GRAMS

£49 FOR 1 KILOGRAM 

G.B. GREETINGS/MULTIPLE ISSUES 

£22 FOR 250 GRAMS; £40 FOR 500 GRAMS

G.B. SMALL DEFINS OFF PAPER; £22 FOR 1 KILOGRAM

G.B. HIGH VALUE DECIMAL COMMEMS £45 FOR 250g

GREAT BRITAIN MISSION £30 FOR 1 KILOGRAM

WEST EUROPE LARGE FORMAT  £39 FOR 500g; £61 FOR 1 KG 

COMMONWEALTH MISSION, PRE QUEII, 

£45 PER 250g; £30 FOR 500 GRAMS 

WORLD UNSORTED (NO COMMONWEALTH) EXCELLENT

£45 FOR 1 KILOGRAM 

UNITED STATES AIR MAILS

 £25 FOR 500 GRAMS; £45 FOR 1 KILOGRAM

SOUTH AMERICA £39 FOR 500 GRAMS; £75 FOR 1 KILOGRAM

WORLD CANCELLED TO ORDER, MOSTLY LARGE FORMAT,

VERY COLOURFUL; £15 FOR 500 GRAMS;  £25 FOR 1 KILOGRAM

ON PAPER MIXTURES OFFERS
G.B. PRE QUEII (PRE 1953); £45 FOR 500 GRAMS; 

G.B. PRE GEORGE VI (1840 - 1936);
 £39 PER 250 GRAMS; £69 PER 500 GRAMS

G.B. XMAS OR DEFINS - £75 FOR 20 KGS
GREAT BRITAIN TOTALLY UNSORTED MISSION (MAY CONTAIN
SOME FOREIGN)£70 FOR 4.5 KGS (9.9LBS); £130 FOR 10 KGS

G.B. HIGH VALUE DECIMAL COMMEMS/XMAS;  
£40 FOR 250 GRAMS; £75 FOR 500g

 G.B. HIGH VALUE COMMEMS PRE-DECIMAL, 
£35 FOR 250 GRAMS; £65 FOR 500 GRAMS
CHANNEL ISLANDS SMALL F0RMAT DEFINS 

£8 FOR 500g; £14 FOR 1 KILOGRAM
JERSEY, GUERNSEY OR ISLE OF MAN LARGE FORMAT;

£19 FOR 250 GRAMS; £36 FOR 500 GRAMS; £65 FOR 1 KILOGRAM
IRELAND DEFINS (OLD AND NEW); £65 FOR 10KGS; 

COMMONWEALTH MISSION; £22 FOR 500 GRAMS; £40 FOR 1 KG
COMMONWEALTH LARGE FORMAT; £22 FOR 250g £40; FOR 500g

WORLD SMALL FORMAT ;  £18 FOR 1 KILOGRAM
SUPER MISSION (50% G.B.); £25 FOR 1 KG; £35 FOR 1.5 KGS

EUROPE UNSORTED MISSION (NO G.B.) GREAT VARIETY; 

£33 FOR 1 KG; £47 FOR 1.5 KGS.

PLEASE NOTE WE ARE CLOSED FROM 28TH DECEMBER 2017 UNTIL 23RD JANUARY 2018
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It’s amazing how a small piece of paper or metal can tell a story. Just flick through this issue and you’ll 
find numerous stamps and coins that give us a fascinating insight into world history. The items featured 
inform us about subjects as varied as the unexpected arrival of a new king (page 38), a country’s struggle 
for independence (page 53), and the plight of refugees (page 74) – a subject that is more relevant than 
ever today.

Of course, stamps and coins can also be a simple celebration of an occasion, and it’s at this time of year 
that collectors of the Christmas theme are treated to a huge selection of new material to pursue. We round 

up just some of the forthcoming seasonal stamps in this issue, including twelve stamps from Royal Mail. Do let me know what you 
think of the latest set.

One stamp in this issue that ticks both the ‘celebration’ and ‘story’ boxes is the USA’s festive design from 1963. As our stamp story 
(page 55) reveals, the simple stamp tells a poignant story of a country still in a state of shock as the dramatic year drew to a close.

Here’s wishing all readers a relaxing and peaceful Christmas, when it comes.

Matt Hill, Editor
matthewh@warnersgroup.co.uk

WELCOME

MEET THE EXPERTS…

Stamp & Coin Mart Advisory Board
Mike Jackson, philatelic publisher and author
Richard Johnson,  President, International Federation of 
  Stamp Dealers’ Associations (IFSDA)
Birthe King, Danish and UK national judge, FEPA Board Director
Chris King, Chair of ABPS National Exhibitions & International Committee
Paul Skinner, Head Curator, British Library Philatelic Collections
Frank Spencer, new issues dealer and thematics expert
Rick Warren, Chairman, Philatelic Traders’ Society (PTS)
Find out more about the Advisory Board on our website: http://stamp.cm/scm-board

STAMP
& COIN MART

Paula Hammond has worked as a publisher, copy-writer, 
ghost-writer, author, and journalist. She has written over 
thirty fiction and non-fiction books as well as comics, 
poetry, and scripts for DVDs and CD-ROMS. 
Her collecting passions include autographed FDCs. 

Author and historian Dane Garrod is a fellow of the 
Royal Philatelic Society London, past Vice President 
of the National Philatelic Society, photographer of 
proceedings at the annual UK Philatelic Congress, and 
presenter of displays to local societies. 

John Apfelbaum has spent a lifetime learning about 
stamps and stamp collecting. He runs the US-based firm 
of stamp professionals Earl PL Apfelbaum. John explains 
the appeal of collecting Zeppelin stamps in his regular 
‘World View’ column on page 19.
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THIS IS JUST A SMALL PART
OF OUR 2017 CATALOGUE

email: sales@ajhstamps.co.uk
Web Page: www. ajhstamps.co.uk

AJH STAMPS LTD
THE LAURELS

MANCHESTER ROAD, ACCRINGTON
LANCS, BB5 2PF

TEL: (01254) 393740 FAX: (01254) 382274

Registered Business No: 
24407076

LTD. Co No. 4110518  
  Est: 1970

REF T502
FREE STOCK
BOOK WITH 

EVERY FOREIGN 
BOX FILE

CONTAINING STAMPS 
ON AND OFF PAPER 
EARLY TO MODERN 

ALBUM PAGES AND AUCTION 
LEFT OVERS CONTAINING STAMPS 
CAT £20+ PLUS 1000 DIFFERENT 
WORLD USED STC £100+ MAKES 
THIS A GOOD SORT FOR JUST

£89.50 PLUS £8.50 FOR
DELIVERY BY INTERLINK

CAT £900

REF T503 
FREE GENUINE 1840 2d BLUE 
WITH EVERY GREAT BRITAIN 

BOX FILE
INCLUDING ALBUM PAGES, LOOSE 
STAMPS ON AND OFF PAPER 
6 REIGNS. A BAG CONTAINING 

REF T501
FREE C. O. G .H TRIANGULAR 

CAT £90 WITH EVERY 
COMMONWEALTH BOX FILE

A SUPERB MIX INC 1,000 DIFFERENT 
OFF PAPER USED STC £100+ ALSO 
ALBUM PAGES WITH A GOOD RANGE 

REF T521 
COMMONWEALTH 

SHOE BOX
CONTAINING ON AND OFF PAPER, 
UNCHECKED A TO Z EARLY TO 
MODERN, LOOSE AND ON LEAVES, 
A GOOD MAINLY MODERN MIX, 
BUT SOME EARLY MIXED IN, BETTER 
SINGLES, CHEAP LOT, 1000+ STAMPS, 

MAINLY USED, FOR JUST

£39.50  PLUS £7.50 DELIVERY

REF T522
CHANNEL IS, REGIONALS & IOM 

SHOE BOX
CONTAINS STAMPS ON & OFF PAPER, 
DEFINITIVES & COMMEMORATIVES, PLUS 
ALBUM PAGES FDCs ETC, ALSO SOME 
SETS & SINGLES, MINT & USED, A GOOD 
SORT FOR THESE POPULAR COUNTRIES, 
FOR JUST

£39.50  PLUS £7.50 DELIVERY

REF T523
GREAT BRITAIN SHOE BOX, FREE 
1841 IMPERF 1d RED & 2d BLUE 

CAT £130
CONTAINING A GOOD MIX OF ALL 6 REIGNS 
FROM 1d REDS TO MODERN INC STAMPS 
ON & OFF PAPER, INC SOME EARLY, IDEAL 
FOR WATERMARKS, ALSO ALBUM PAGES, 
FDCs, MINT & USED SETS & SINGLES ETC

£39.50  PLUS £7.50 DELIVERY
REF T510

THE FAMOUS ALL WORLD 
WOODEN TEA CHEST OF STAMPS

YES, THE ULTIMATE SORT WITH OVER 900 OF THESE SOLD 
IN THE LAST 30 YEARS, A MUST FOR COLLECTOR/DEALER 
OR ANYONE WHO LIKES A GOOD SORT, INC COLLECTIONS, 
PACKETS, LOOSE LEAVES, BOXES, INC GB, CW & FOREIGN, 
STOCKBOOKS OF ALL WORLD, SINGLES & SETS WITH 
STAMPS CAT £50+, 15,000+ STAMPS WITH RETAIL VALUE 
OF £1,000+,& WEIGHING APPROX 30 KILOS, MAKING THIS A 
SUPERB LOT.               HAVE YOU TRIED 

ONE YET FOR

£699.50 PLUS £28.00 FOR DELIVERY BY INTERLINK

REF T510
THE FAMOUS 
ALL WORLD 

WOODEN 
TEA CHEST 
OF STAMPS

REF T519
WORLD (NO GB) 12KG BOX

BOX OF ALL WORLD COLLECTIONS 
COMMONWEALTH AND FOREIGN (NO 
GREAT BRITAIN) AND NO STAMPS ON 
PAPER A GOOD MIX OF COUNTRIES 
AND SINGLE COUNTRY COLLECTIONS 
IN STOCKBOOKS AND ALBUMS AS 
RECEIVED COULD BE ANYTHING 1,000S 

OF STAMPS 

£249.50 PLUS £15.00 DELIVERY 
BY INTERLINK.

REF T550
GREAT BRITAIN WOODEN HALF TEA CHEST

CONTAINING COLLECTIONS, STOCKBOOKS, LOOSE PAGES 
STOCKCARDS, BOXES OF ON & OFF PAPER & LOOSE STAMPS, 
FROM QV TO MODERN INC 1840 1d BLACK, 1d REDS AND A 
GOOD SELECTION OF MINT & USED, ALL REIGNS, PLUS FDCs ETC, 
A GOOD LOT, VERY HIGH CAT, WITH TOP VALUES AND AUCTION 
LEFTOVERS CAT £50+ EACH, STATED TO RETAIL £700+

£499.50 PLUS £20 
FOR DELIVERY BY INTERLINK

REF T551
COMMONWEALTH WOODEN HALF TEA 

CHEST
CONTAINING COLLECTIONS, STOCKBOOKS, LOOSE PAGES 
& STOCKSHEETS, FROM QV TO MODERN INC CAPE OF 
GOOD HOPE TRIANGULAR, ALSO BOXES OF UNSORTED 
MATERIAL, LOOSE STAMPS ON & OFF PAPER, COVERS & 
AUCTION LEFTOVERS CAT £50+ EACH, SETS & SINGLES, 
GOOD HIGH CAT LOT, STATED TO RETAIL £700+

£499.50 PLUS £20 
FOR DELIVERY BY INTERLINK

REF T552
FOREIGN WOODEN HALF TEA CHEST

CONTAINING COLLECTIONS, STOCKBOOKS, LOOSE 
PAGES & STOCKSHEETS, ALSO BOXES OF UNSORTED 
MATERIAL, STAMPS LOOSE ON & OFF PAPER , & 
SINGLE STAMPS & AUCTION LEFTOVERS CAT £50+ 
EACH, GOOD HIGH CAT LOT, EARLY TO MODERN, 
STATED TO RETAIL £700+ 

£499.50 PLUS £20
 FOR DELIVERY BY INTERLINK

REF T524
ALL WORLD FUN BOX 

IN ⅓ BOX
INCLUDING LOOSE STAMPS 
ON AND OFF PAPER PLUS 
CHILDREN COLLECTIONS, 

STOCKBOOKS OF WORLD ETC 
PLUS OTHER BITS, ALBUM PAGES, THE ODD COVER, EVERY BOX IS 

DIFFERENT 1,000s TO SORT

£59.50 PLUS £9.50 FOR
DELIVERY BY INTERLINK

REF T547
ALL WORLD LUCKY BAG 
WITH A FREE PACKET 

CONTAINS 500 DIFFERENT 
ALL WORLD

A PLASTIC ZIP UP BAG CRAMMED 
WITH WORLD ON AND OFF PAPER AS 
RECEIVED FROM VARIOUS CHARITIES 

FROM AROUND THE WORLD, INCLUDING COMMONWEALTH, 
FOREIGN, GREAT BRITAIN, EARLY TO MODERN AS RECEIVED, A 
VERY GOOD AND CHEAP SORTER

£17.99 
PLUS £3 POSTAGE

HELD AT THE DUNKENHALGH HOTEL AND SPA, CLAYTON LE MOORS, ACCRINGTON, LANCASHIRE BB5 5JP (JUNC. 7 OFF M65)
ON THE 2ND WEDNESDAY EVERY MONTH VIEWING 5.30PM TO 7.25PM AUCTION STARTS PROMPT 7.30PM APPROX 700 LOTS PER HOUR

WRITE OR PHONE ON 01254 393740 OR E-MAIL: sales@ajhstamps.co.uk NOW FOR OUR FREE MONTHLY 
PUBLIC AUCTION CATALOGUE CONTAINING APPROX 700 LOTS, WITH CARTONS, COLLECTIONS, FOLDER ONE COUNTRY LOTS,

PLUS GREAT BRITAIN, COMMONWEALTH SETS AND SINGLE ITEMS, PRICES FROM £10 TO £10,000 PER LOT. 
OUR PRE  SALE ESTIMATE IS OVER 1½ MILLION POUND PER YEAR

NO CREDIT CARD CHARGES OR BUYERS' PREMIUM

MONTHLY PUBLIC AND POSTAL AUCTION

WRITE PHONE OR FAX FOR OUR MONTHLY WHOLESALE/RETAIL SALE LIST WITH OVER 1,000 ITEMS, INCLUDING COMMONWEALTH  A TO Z 
SINGLE STAMPS AND SETS MINT AND USED ALSO GREAT BRITAIN  QV TO MODERN FROM HALF PRICE  PLUS GREAT BRITAIN DEFINITIVES, SETS AND SINGLES, 

MINT AND USED AND 1840 QV TO 1936 G/F/USED, PLUS COLLECTIONS AND BOXES, AND A FURTHER RANGE OF ‘T’ NUMBERS

REF T508 

ALL WORLD IN SUITCASE 
INCLUDING COMMONWEALTH, FOREIGN AND GREAT BRITAIN 
COLLECTIONS, STOCKBOOKS, COVERS, SINGLE STAMPS CAT £50+ 
ALSO LOOSE STAMPS ON AND OFF PAPER QV TO MODERN AND 

HAVE YOU CLICKED YET?
VISIT OUR ON-LINE AUCTION MANY LOTS 

STARTING FROM AS LITTLE AS £1 
WITH AUTOMATIC BID UPDATES

www.ajhstamps.co.uk

DEALERS YOU 
CAN TRUST

OVER 40 
YEARS 

EXPERIENCE

We welcome

NO CREDIT CARD 
CHARGES

WE BUY COLLECTIONS AND 
DEALER'S ENTIRE STOCK SMALL  

OR VAST, WITH IMMEDIATE 
PAYMENTS. RING NOW scan with 

your phone

500 DIFFERENT GREAT BRITAIN OFF PAPER AND 
FDC’s. ALSO SINGLE ITEMS 1855 1d & 2d QV TO 
1/- 1887 GREEN AND RED KEVII TO 10d, KGV TO 
5/- SEAHORSE, KGVI TO £1 1939 AND QEII TO £10, 
MAKES THIS CAT £1000 + 

  £149.50 PLUS £8.50 FOR
DELIVERY BY INTERLINK

REF T504
GREAT BRITAIN BOX FILES

BUY REF T500 & T503 AND RECEIVE BOTH 
FREE GIFTS, 1840 1d BLACK & 2d BLUE, 
AND WE WILL REPLACE 500 DIFFERENT 
WITH 1,000 DIFFERENT TO MAKE THIS PAIR 
OF BOX FILES A SUPERB SORT & VALUE 

FOR MONEY CAT AT £2,000+  AT JUST

£269.50 PLUS £9.50 FOR 
DELIVERY BY INTERLINK

CAT £90
OF COUNTRIES, PLUS STAMPS LOOSE ON AND OFF PAPER 
TO SORT, WITH COUNTRIES A TO Z, ALSO AUCTION LEFT 
OVERS CONTAINING STAMPS CAT £20+, MAKES THIS A GOOD 
SORT WITH BETTER ITEMS EARLY TO MODERN FOR JUST

£89.50 PLUS £8.50 FOR
DELIVERY BY INTERLINK

REF T500
FREE GENUINE 1840 Id BLACK WITH 

EVERY GREAT BRITAIN BOX FILE
A SUPERB MIX INC 500 DIFF OFF PAPER,  
ALSO STAMPS ON & OFF PAPER INC KGVI 
& WILDINGS IDEAL FOR WTM ETC PLUS 
ALBUM PAGES MOST REIGNS, MINT & 
USED AND FDCs, ITEMS OF NOTE ARE 1841 
1d  & 2d IMPERF PLUS QV TO 1/- GREEN. 

KEVII WITH VALUES TO 1/-, KGV WITH VALUES TO 2/6 
SEAHORSE, KEVIII SET, PLUS KGVI WITH VALUES TO 1951 
£1 AND QEII TO £5 MAKES THIS A GOOD SORT WITH MANY 
BETTER VALUES WITH A CAT PRICE OF £1,000+ FOR JUST

£129.50 PLUS £8.50 FOR
DELIVERY BY INTERLINK

CAT £375

2017: 13th December
 2018: 10th January, 7th February, 14th March, 11th April, 9th May

       AUCTION DATES FOR 2017/18

OUR 'T' NUMBERS ARE ALWAYS AVAILABLE
£299.50 PLUS £25.00 

FOR DELIVERY BY INTERLINK

A BAG STATED TO CONTAIN 5,000 
DIFFERENT WORLD STATED TO 
HAVE A RETAIL VALUE OF £500+

SMALL PART OF 
CATALOGUE ETC 
CHANGE 
2015 TO 2016

REF T520 
FOREIGN SHOE BOX

CRAMMED WITH ON AND OFF PAPER FOREIGN 
COUNTRIES. ALL WORLD MIXTURE STATED TO BE 
A MINIMUM OF 1000+ DIFFERENT. ALSO ALBUM 
PAGES, LOOSE STAMPS AUCTION LEFT OVERS 
CONTAINING STAMPS CAT £5+ THIS IS A VERY 
GOOD CHEAP  SORT (NO GREAT BRITAIN) OVER 

4000 SOLD  THE LAST 37 YEARS FOR JUST

£39.50 PLUS £7.50 DELIVERY

p007_scmdec2017.indd   7 26/10/2017   15:03



Please mention Stamp & Coin Mart when replying to any advertisement8 DECEMBER 2017

Visit: www.sandafayre.com
call: +44 (0)1565 653214 

email: stamp@sandafayre.com
to request a catalogue.

SANDAFAYRE, PARKGATE, KNUTSFORD, WA16 8DX, UK.

  

  

SERIOUS ABOUT STAMPS

Whatever you collect, you’ll find something
new or unusual in our weekly auctions.

There’s always
something new
at Sandafayre

MISSING “C” 
IN WATERMARK

WATERMARK 
INVERTED

WATERMARK 
INVERTED 

& REVERSED

WATERMARK 
INVERTED

“A” OF “CA” 
MISSING FROM

WATERMARK

WATERMARK 
INVERTED 

& REVERSED

WATERMARK
REVERSED

OVERPRINT DOUBLE 
- ONE ALBINO

WATERMARK 
INVERTED

WATERMARK 
INVERTED

WATERMARK
REVERSED

RECENT NEW DISCOVERIES

END OF YEAR GENUINE CLEARANCE SALE

JAMES COE, 42, Trelawney Avenue, 
Poughill,  Bude  EX23 9HB.

• 20%-40% REDUCTION ON OUR REGULAR PRICES
• NO DROP IN QUALITY.

GB ILLUSTRATED SPECIAL OFFER LIST.
SINGLE STAMPS / BETTER ITEMS! Exceptional value this month – many 
prices down 30% - 40% to below trade/wholesale! 1840 onwards, prices £3 - 

£300. Items to suit all levels of collectors.  List free on request.

QV PRIVATE TREATY COLLECTION: A really good collection of QV only 
1840-1900. All identified and housed in good quality stock-book. All good to/ 
fine-used. No damaged; No duplication,  with imperfs, Line Engraved, Plates 
and Surface Printed to at least 2/6. Unbeatable value for these early issues. Total 
Cat: £7000 with a really good 1d. Black  A SNIP at only £295   

GB MIXED LOTS
GB1  GB “GLORY BOX”   The best around! NO RUBBISH or mass low values/
remainders. I make these lots from good collections, accumulations. QV-QE – main 
value in Pre-1939 material. 95% different selection – no damaged - @ an unbeatable 
1/30th. – 1/40th. cat.  £60 BOX NOW £48 (Cat: £2000) DOUBLE LOT £110  
NOW £90  (Cat.£4000) 
GB2  QV ONLY LOTS  1841 – 1900:  NO DAMAGED.                          
NO DUPLICATION. Ever popular early issues with Imperfs; Line Engraved; 
“Plates”; Surface Printed range through to 1900 with better values.  Great 
value – all Good/Fine used at around 1/25th. of Cat. £20 Sampler Lot NOW £17
       (Cat. Approx. £500)          £50 Lot NOW £36 (Cat. £1250+)               
       £100 Lot NOW £74  (Cat.£2500+)       £200 Lot NOW £140 (Cat. £6000) 
GB3  QV ONLY SLIGHT “SECONDS”: A similar range to & content to GB2 
– but all stamps will have minor defects – usually a pulled/short perf; small/
light corner crease. NO heavy “killer” cancels!  All very collectable and at a 
fraction of fine-used prices.  Unbeatable at only 1/40th. of Cat. Value.   
    £20 Sampler Lot NOW £17 (Cat.Value  £800)      £50 Lot NOW £38          
    (Cat. £2000+)       £100 Lot NOW  £74 (Cat. £4000+)     
    £200 Lot NOW £140  (Cat. £8000+) 
GB4  QV ONLY  “SECONDS”/ SPACE-FILLERS:  Again a similar range to 
GB2 & GB3 but these will have heavier faults than GB3 – clipped/trimmed perfs; 
thin or crease. Fill those elusive gaps at lowest price ever @ 1/100th.  of  Cat..     
LIMITED STOCKS:    £25 Lot (Cat. £2500) NOW £20

MIXTURE CORNER
Exclusive to us! These are genuine, unpicked mixtures.

A.  GB GENUINE CHARITY Mix. A really good mix including 
Pre-Decimal- even Pre-QE material. High values and even mint noticed. 
Big 2lb. Parcel was  £25  NOW £19 (Post Free).
B.  WORLD - WIDE MIX  (No GB ) LARGE COMMEMS / PICTORIALS 
ONLY. Now better than ever with Falkland Isles, & B.W.Indies – so often 
picked out of charity mixes!  + N & S America, E & W Europe, Africa, 
Middle/Far East & “Down-Under”. THE best range of different countries and 
issues, I have seen for years! A real ‘top’ grade      
 ½lb.  £25 NOW £20          1lb.  £45  NOW £38
C. COMMONWEALTH OFFICE/BANK MIX. A superior mix with airmail 
clippings from letters/packets from banks, import/export agencies etc. Better 
values to at least £1 including smaller territories/islands. Very rarely offered!       
100+  £18 NOW £13   250+ £38 NOW £28
D. WORLD WIDE (No GB) Excellent range of Commonwealth / Foreign 
Countries collected by smaller charities / fund-raisers. Plenty of better values, 
air mails etc and values to at least £1 or local equivalent.     
£20 per lb.      NOW £16      
E. GB HIGH VALUE COMMEMS 1950s – approx 2005 with unmounted 
mint, good/fine used. Great variety. Unbeatable value.  £7 per 100  £20 per 250 

TERMS:  Cheque, Postal Order or cash with order please. 
No quibble refunds guarantee.  POST FREE UK.     

Telephone enquiries welcomed   01288 359700 

James Coe.indd   1 16/10/2017   16:55
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Stamp update

ABPS announce details of 
forthcoming UK exhibitions

The ABPS Exhibitions team have announced the deadline for collectors to submit their 
exhibit for the forthcoming Stampex exhibition, to be held in London in February.

The deadline for submissions for the full national exhibition at Stampex is 8 
December 2017, and collectors can download the rules and application forms from 
www.abps.org.uk. The exhibition, taking place at the Business Design Centre, Islington 
between 14 and 17 February 2018, will include participation by the Channel Islands 
Philatelic Society as lead contributor, and will also feature exhibits of ephemera and 
non-competitive entries. An ABPS spokesperson said: ‘Exhibitors living in the UK 
and in other countries are invited to enter competitive exhibits in all classes including 
literature, or non-competitively if they prefer.’

Following the success of this year’s exhibition at York Stamp and Coin Fair, another 
Northern National exhibition, featuring 150 frames, will be held at York Racecourse 
Grandstand at the summer show to be held on 20 and 21 July 2018. Details and an 
application form will be published by the ABPS at a later date.

Moving back to Stampex the autumn show (12 to 15 September 2018) will feature 
exhibits from the American Philatelic Society, whilst the Forces Postal History 
Society and Civil Censorship Society will also provide displays to mark the centenary 
of the end of the First World War. Spring Stampex 2019 (13 to 16 February 2019) 
will see the Royal Philatelic Society London as the lead contributor with a display 
on the theme of ‘King George V’ to mark the Society’s 150th anniversary. This 
event will also be the last opportunity in the UK to qualify for the London 2020 
international exhibition.

Finally, there will be a national seminar for existing and would-be federation judges, 
and for potential and existing exhibitors on 25 and 26 November 2017 at the Sun Hotel 
in Hitchin, Hertfordshire. For details contact David Alford at exhibiting@abps.org.uk

An Post, the post office of Ireland, have issued a single stamp showing the iconic image of the 
famous and controversial revolutionary Ernesto ‘Che’ Guevara, prompting criticism from Irish 
and American politicians.

The €1 stamp has been issued to mark the fiftieth anniversary of Che Guevara’s death and shows the 
familiar 1968 portrait by Dublin artist Jim Fitzpatrick, which has been reproduced on t-shirts, posters, 
badges and clothing and is, according to An Post, rated among the world’s top ten most iconic images. 

But the decision to issue the stamp has been strongly criticised by commentators both in 
Ireland and the USA, due to Guevara’s links with Cuba’s communist government and the 
alleged execution of Cubans. Fine Gael Senator Neale Richmond wrote to the Minister for 
Communications Denis Naughten demanding an explanation and asking whether controversial 
figures such as Pol Pot and Nicolae Ceausescu will also receive a stamp honour. ‘It is my 
belief that he is most definitely not a suitable candidate for such an honour,’ the letter stated. 
Meanwhile across the Atlantic, Cuban-American radio host Ninoska Perez Castellon has 
encouraged her listeners to write to An Post asking for the stamp to be scrapped.

According to An Post, Guevara is of Irish descent on his father’s side, and a quote from 
Guevara Senior, featured on the First Day Cover produced to accompany the stamp, says: ‘in 
my son’s veins flowed the blood of Irish rebels.’ The left-wing revolutionary was born on 14 
June 1928 in Argentina and assisted Fidel Castro in overturning the Cuban government in the 
late 1950s, before becoming a key political figure during Castro’s regime. He was executed by 
the Bolivian army on 9 October 1967. 

The stamp is designed by Red&Grey and according to reports has been hugely popular since it 
was issued on 9 October.

Ireland courts controversy with Che Guevara stamp

Nominations sought for 
� e Crawford Medal

The Royal Philatelic Society London are inviting 
nominations for the Crawford Medal 2018, 
which will be awarded ‘for the most valuable and 
original contribution to the study and knowledge 
of philately published in book form during the 
relevant period’. 

Open to authors worldwide, not just members 
of the Society, the competition awards one 
winner with a silver-gilt medal, which features a 
portrait of the Earl of Crawford, the ‘bibliophile 
extraordinaire’. 

Nominations are invited of books published in 
2016 or 2017 to be considered by the selection 
committee, who will make a recommendation to 
Council. Nominations close on 1 February 2018.

In the case of joint authorship the council of the 
Royal may award a medal to each author, but in the 
case of books compiled as a result of collaboration 
on the part of more than two authors, the council 
may award a medal to the sponsors or editors of the 
work instead of to the authors.

Brief details of the nomination should be 
submitted by email to secretary@rpsl.org.uk or 
by letter to 41 Devonshire Place London WS1G 
6JY, using the subject ‘Crawford Nomination’ or 
marking the envelope in the same way.
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Stamp update

Election for FIP President 2018

Dear Philatelic Friends,

It’s one year since the Congress at PHILATAIPEI 2016 World Stamp Championship Exhibition which took place 

on 26 October 2016. 

Since then the Board has been almost silent.

The present leadership is not doing what is needed, so I intend to stand for President at the Congress in 2018.

I have the support of the British Federation, and I would welcome support from you, and from your federation.

Please help to secure the future of international philately.

Here are twelve questions that need to be answered – one for each month since the 74th Congress…

• Why hasn’t the Board answered the Congress resolution from Taipei? See here: http://www.fotfip.online/the-

74th-congress-at-taipei/

• Why is there no development plan for the future?

• Why doesn’t the President respond to letters and emails?

• Is FLASH the right way to reach the digital world? Why is there no Facebook or Twitter account?

• The website homepage has been updated only twice in 2017. What is the news? 

What has the Board been doing?

• Why doesn’t the website work properly?

• Do we have a media plan? Is there an FIP media contact list?

• There’s a lot of money in the bank. What is it for?

• How are we going to promote stamp collecting and philately?

• How are exhibitions to be paid for in future? It gets harder every year to attract the trade and to fill frames.

• How can the Commissions, the National and Continental Federations, work better with the Board?

• The 2018 exhibition in Kuala Lumpur has been cancelled. It is replaced by another in Bangkok. The 75th 

Congress has not yet been announced. Four of the last five Congresses will have been hosted in FIAP nations. 

Can the next Congress be at Praga 2018?

I’m certain that I don’t have all of the answers. But, I am certain that the Board alone hasn’t got all of the answers. 

And, I do know that if we don’t change the way that the FIP works, we will have more problems in the future.

So, Philately needs to work together internationally to secure its future.

What can you do to help?

You could help to write the programme for the next four years … Go to fotfip.online, download the whole plan, 

and say what you agree with, and what you do not. The FIP belongs to its members, not to the Board.

Forward this email to your philatelic friends, to exhibitors, club members, magazines, and journals.

Support me for President, and ask your Federation to nominate me.
With best wishes,

Chris King

Former Chair of ABPS National Exhibitions 
& International Committee and regular Stamp 
& Coin Mart contributor Chris King has 
announced his intention to stand for President 
of the international philatelic organisation 
Fédération Internationale de Philatélie (FIP) at 
the organisation’s congress in 2018.

In an open letter to the philatelic 
community, Chris wrote: ‘It’s one year since 
the Congress at PHILATAIPEI 2016 World 
Stamp Championship Exhibition which took 
place on 26 October 2016. Since then the 
Board has been almost silent.

‘The present leadership is not doing what 

is needed, so I intend to stand for President at 
the Congress in 2018. I have the support of the 
British Federation, and I would welcome support 
from you, and from your federation. Please help 
to secure the future of international philately.’

In the letter, Chris detailed twelve questions 
regarding the current board, which include: ‘Why 
is there no development plan for the future?’, 
‘There’s a lot of money in the bank. What is it 
for?’ and ‘How are we going to promote stamp 
collecting and philately?’

The aims of the FIP, founded in 1926, are 
to promote stamp collecting and philately, to 
maintain friendly relations and friendship among 

all peoples, to establish 
and maintain close 
relations with the 
philatelic trade and 
postal administrations, 
and to promote 
philatelic exhibitions 
by granting Patronage and Auspices. According 
to the FIP website, the organisation ‘is convinced 
that postage stamps will always maintain their 
status as “little ambassador” of a nation and 
therefore also stamp collecting and philately, the 
more advanced variety of stamp collecting, will 
weather any odds coming their way.’

British philatelist to stand for FIP President
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Swiss stamps recall 
postal history

Swiss Post have issued a single stamp and miniature sheet 
this month marking the 150th anniversary of the nation’s 
first pre-franked postal envelopes, known as ‘Tübli letters’.

The miniature sheet shows the Zweisimmen first day 
cover in the background, one of the few remaining pieces 
from the official first day. It displays all four values of the 
first issue in a fan arrangement.The 85c value stamp shows 
a 10-centime value of the Zweisimmen letter cancelled on 
the issue date. A detail of the address written with a quill 
sends the observer on a journey back to the 19th century. 

‘Tübli letters’ were federal postal system envelopes pre-
franked with a printed stamp and were first issued by 
Geneva Post Office on 1 July 1867, although covers were 
sold and cancelled before this date.

A spokesperson for Swiss Post said: ‘The optical quality 
of the yellowed paper was deliberately chosen as a stylistic 
medium. The nostalgic aura is subtly enhanced with 
modern typography. The gold font lends the special stamp 
the unique characteristic worthy of a 150th anniversary.’

The stamp was printed by Cartor Security using 
offset four-colour lithography, and was designed by Raphael 
Schenker, whose name also appears on the stamp.

Watch a video about the making of the stamp on the  
Stamp & Coin Mart website at: http://stamp.cm/swiss-stamp

Proud grandfather Allan 
Grant of Rushstamps 
(Retail) Ltd, is hoping his 
granddaughter’s paintings 
will soon grace a stamp or 
miniature sheet, and has 
chosen the sixteen-year-
old’s artwork for this year’s 
Rushstamps Christmas cards.

Allan’s granddaughter, Tjili 
(pronounced ‘Chilli’) was an 
unknown artist at the start 
of this year, but has quickly 
become a respected artist. Tjili 
has cerebral palsy, is deaf and 
cannot speak. Born in 2001, 
weighing just 1kg, she was the 
only survivor of premature 
triplets abandoned at a 
Cambodian hospital. She was 
adopted by Allan’s daughter, 
Vik, and her husband, James, at three months old, when they lived in Singapore.

With great determination and enthusiasm Tjili has become a talented 
young artist, able to overcome her various physical challenges to create 
amazing paintings featuring her favourite creatures, characters and places 
from around the world.

Two of Tjili’s pieces were featured in the Royal Watercolour Society’s 
2017 international ‘Contemporary Watercolour’ exhibition in London. 
The RWS had no idea that Tjili was only fifteen years-old (at the time) 
and has cerebral palsy and is deaf. She has also featured in a short film 
on the BBC’s One Show, with Tjili in action painting (and solving 
complex Rubik’s cubes and creating origami figures) and her parents being 
interviewed about her life and work.

Tjili’s recently painted a number of Christmas-themed scenes which have 
been turned into festive greeting cards. Allan Grant said it was an easy decision 
which one to choose for the front of this year’s Rushstamps’ Christmas card. 
‘With its stylish red post box, it had to be Dear Santa …’ he said.

Tjili’s art and achievements are now helping others in need. A 
‘crowdfunding’ model has helped raise funds through selling Tjili’s art 
and gifts, then they donate a share of profits to selected good causes with 
the balance retained towards Tjili’s artistic future and ongoing personal 
development and therapies. Now her family are hoping her artwork may be 
used on a stamp or miniature sheet. Vik Grant Wetherill, Allan’s daughter, 
said ‘If Tjili’s artwork is chosen to be used on stamps by the UK or other 
countries around the world, we plan to give back fifty percent of any 
proceeds we receive to local charities within those countries. It would be such 
an amazing honour that we’d like to share the wonderful and unexpected 
benefits back with the people of those kind countries. We genuinely believe 
what goes around comes around.’

Find out more at www.TJILI.com

Talented young, 
differently-abled artist 

eyeing stamp success

Congratulation to the following readers, who won Classic Toys 
presentation packs courtesy of Royal Mail in our September 
issue: Tom Baines, Liverpool; Sandra Bragg, Canvey Island; 
Rachel Hughes-Rowlands, Northampton; Neil Currie, 
Clydebank; Martin Lee, Bradford; Kristian Snooks, Exeter; 
John Vinecombe, Felixstowe; Ian Goodyear, London; David 
Thomson, Aylesbury; Allison Sherwood, Barrow in Furness. 

Competition winners
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Stamp update

Royal Mail have launched a new website 
showing the latest postmarks to be used for 
special stamps. According to a statement from 
Royal Mail: ‘New sponsored postmarks will be 
added each Monday during the month.’ Visit 
the website at: www.royalmail.com/postmarks

SEPAC (Small European Postal Administration 
Cooperation) has produced a special folder 
entitled ‘Local handcrafts of Europe 8’ which 
contains all the stamps jointly issued in 2017 
by the organisation’s twelve member states. The 
theme of the folder is ‘Trades and Crafts’ and 
each stamp bears the SEPAC logo. The special 
folder also contains information on the countries 
and the featured stamps.

A souvenir sheet of three stamps issued recently 
by the United Nations includes more than 5,000 
words as it recreates the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights in English, German and French. 
The stamps were issued on 27 October at the 
UN Expo 17 stamp exhibition, dedicated to the 
stamps of the United Nations.

Monaco recently issued a stamp recreating 
the promotional artwork for the MonacoPhil 
exhibition which takes place in the principality 
this month. The stamp shows an image of Grace 
Kelly with the logo for the event alongside.

The next East Malling Grand Stamp Fair will 
be held on 24 February 2018 at East Malling 
Village Hall, New Road, East Malling, near 
Maidstone, ME19 6DD. 9.30am to 3.30pm. 
For more information call 01474 325507.

We’d love to own…
A Brazilian ‘Bull’s Eye’

This seemingly simple, dare we say it, ugly stamp is estimated to fetch up 
to $300,000 (approximately £228,540) at auction later this month. 
The ‘Inclinados’ Issues of Brazil including ‘Bull’s Eye’ Paper is set to go 
under the hammer at Spink’s New York auction on 6 December.

The example shown is a 30r type II on ‘Bull’s Eye’ paper and, 
according to Spink, ‘is the rarest stamp of Brazilian philately with 
only two examples off cover in existence, both in used condition and 
originating from a pair which was severed into two single copies’.

The ‘Bull’s Eyes’ were the first stamps of Brazil and only the second 
postage stamps to be issued around the world, in 1843, following our 
own stamp issue three years earlier. The stamps earned their name due 

to the oval frame in which the clear value was shown.

USA Beautiful Blooms stamp 
exhibition available online

In brief

A new exhibition at the 
Smithsonian National Postal 
Museum in Washington DC, 
USA, is also available online, 
giving British collectors the 
chance to see many of the 
stamp exhibits.

The ‘Beautiful Blooms: 
Flowering Plants on Stamps’ 
exhibition celebrates the 
variety of flowering plants 
commemorated on US 
postage stamps during the 
past fifty years and explores 
the ‘symbiotic relationship 
between flowering plants, 
bees, birds and butterflies’. 

Elliot Gruber, director 
of the museum, said: ‘the 
exhibition represents an 
opportunity for visitors to 
see and appreciate some of 
the most admired artwork 
in the Postmaster General’s 
collection. Highlights 
include original artwork for the classic 
rose-themed Love stamps, some of the 
most popular state bird and flower 
stamps and a concept art piece created 
by Mary GrandPre’ whose illustration 
style visitors will recognise from the 
Harry Potter book series.’

Those unable to make the trip to the museum in the US capital can view the 
exhibition online at: https://postalmuseum.si.edu/beautifulblooms

From top: a garden-themed atrium display at the entrance 

to the exhibition gallery (picture credit: Fotobriceno); 

approved artwork for the 1966 Beautifi cation of America 

stamp, by illustrator Gyo Fujikawa (Courtesy United States 

Postal Service, Postmaster General’s Collection)
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LAMONBY & ALLEN
FINE STAMPS OF GREAT BRITAIN

Callers by appointment
211 Old Castle Street, Portchester, Hampshire PO16 9QW Great Britain,  TEL: 02392378035   

Orders may be faxed to us on 02392201096   or E-mail us on lamonby@aol.com
www.lamonbyandallen.co.uk

FOREMOST  
ON QUALITY

Our new listing of   
Great Britain is ready now

929541.08

Callers by appointment
211 Old Castle Street, Portchester, Hampshire PO16 9QW, Great Britain,

Tel: 02392378035
E-mail: lamonby@aol.com   www.johnlamonby.com

ESTABLISHED IN PHILATELY FOR OVER 35 YEARS

FINE BRITISH ADHESIVES

FINE BRITISH ADHESIVES

MY CHRISTMAS LIST....

.... IS READY NOW.

Lamonby.indd   1 19/11/2014   10:38
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Stamp update

Philatelic bureaux around the world have 
started to reveal the designs for their Christmas 
stamps, often the most popular and well used 
stamp set of the year.

While Great Britain have gone for the 
endearing artwork of school children (see 
page 34), other post offices have opted for 
professional artists to create memorable seasonal 
stamps, including New Zealand, whose five 
stamps showcase the art of quilling. Each stamp 
depicts a Christmas tree ornament diligently 
made from thin strips of paper. A New Zealand 
Post spokesperson said: ‘Quilling has been 
brought back to life in recent years with many 
hugely talented artists such as Yulia Brodskaya 
who is responsible for the stamp artwork, 
choosing it as their discipline. A close look at 
the art works displayed in this stamp issue give 
an idea of the time, patience and skill required 
to create these vibrant works.’

The USA’s two stamp sets both have a 
whimsical, celebratory feel. The four-stamp 
miniature sheet forms a circle of song as they 
illustrate the themes of four Christmas carols 
‘Jingle Bells’, ‘Deck the Halls’, ‘Silent Night’ 
and ‘Jolly Old Saint Nicholas’. The Isle of Man, 
Guernsey and Alderney have also focussed on 
carols, as revealed on page 40. 

The second set from the USA features the 
simple but evocative artwork of Ezra Jack Keats as 
it recreates scenes from his story The Snowy Day. 
A statement from the US Post Office explained: 
‘Since the publication of this treasured tale five 

decades ago young readers have enjoyed joining 
Peter on his winter adventure. Unlike most 
popular children’s authors at the time, Keats 
made a point to feature ethnically and racially 
diverse characters in his work. Inspired by a series 
of 1940 Life magazine photographs of a young 
African-American boy, Keats began writing The 
Snowy Day. Using paper collage, fabric, stamps and 
India ink, he crafted the unique look of the story’s 
wintry urban landscape.’

Snow scenes are also featured on Norway’s 
offering, with two stamps showing a country and 
city scene, respectively, each with a Christmas 
tree adding colour and anticipation. ‘When it 
is clear and cold, the sky is painted blue for an 
hour in the morning and again in the evening,’ 
the posten website reads, ‘the days are at their 
shortest, the expectations at their highest.’

For some nations Christmas time isn’t quite as 
snowy. The average temperature in the Bahamas 
during December is 24c, so the island nation has 
chosen to show ‘bright and vibrant’ Christmas 
plants on this year’s seasonal set, namely Caribbean 
Pine, Holly, Poinsettia, and Ivy. ‘Many plants were 
originally used in pre-Christian times as part of 
the winter solstice celebrations, celebrating new 
growth and warding off evil spirits’ the stamp 
information explains. ‘When Christianity came 
to Western Europe, many wanted to continue 
using the plants for decorations, giving them new 
Christian meanings.’

Of course, it wouldn’t be Christmas without 
a stamp or two depicting the main man himself, 
Santa. But the beautifully drawn Icelandic stamps 
show not one Santa but two, in the shape of the 
‘Yule Lads’, the figures from Icelandic folklore 
(there are actually thought to be thirteen of 
them) who in more recent times have become the 
Icelandic version of Santa. Tradition says the lads 
put rewards or punishments into the shoes the 
local children leave on their window sills, as seen 
on the ‘B50g’ stamp, which shows one of the lads, 
sporting a typical Scandinavian woolly jumper, 
about to leave a present for an expectant youngster.

Finally, the Christmas stamps from Aland 
reminds us of that other unavoidable aspect of 
the season: food! The two stamps each show an 
elaborately decorated gingerbread house… if only 
our own attempts at baking looked this good!

Christmas stamps issued around the world
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399 Strand, WC2R 0LX, London
www.stanleygibbons.com/auctions

STANLEY GIBBONS
LONDON 1856

 Including a superb selection of 
Queen Victoria and King Edward VII “Trials & Proofs”

Stanley Gibbons All World Auctions

 November 22nd and 23rd

Contact us to receive a catalogue 
Phone 020 7836 8444 (press option 4) or email: repps@stanleygibbons.com
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Enjoy this Off-Paper World Mixture Offer for REAL Collectors, NOT Investors

AvonMixturesAvonMixtures
SEE COUPON BESIDE INDEX  SCM12/17

P.O. Box 10, Tewkesbury, Glos, GL20 8YX Tel/Fax: 01684 299278

www.upastampauctions.co.uk Go to Mixtures

Contrary to what you might think, or have been 
told... You really don’t have to spend a fortune to 
enjoy collecting stamps; read on to discover the 
reasons why...

You go to a stamp fair. You order on line. You bid in 
an auction – almost always, if you’re buying ‘identi-
fied’ stamps, even cheap stamps, they’re priced 

against catalogue value aren’t they? Why do  
‘ stampy’ things have to be done this way?

One of the biggest problems when I collected 
stamps all those 47 years ago, (before girls came 
along), was that the stamps I wanted always seemed  

to cost more than I could afford! So… just what is 
 it that made me collect stamps this way ?

Q: What made me collect stamps this 
way? – A: Catalogue Values !
Yes, catalogue values… That’s not to say  

 that there’s anything wrong with catalogue 
values per se. But, there’s a simple answer, true even 
decades later, and even today. It was/is the philatelic 
industry norm. This is how ‘philatelic’ things are 
done

BUT, I set out to break industry norms, creating my 
enormously popular off-paper world mixtures club 
more than 30 years ago. Some who were collectors 
then, have returned and are still ‘Avon/Omniphil’ 
Collectors today. Some of those collectors have ‘pro-
gressed’ their collections, so that they now bid in my 
‘No Hidden Extras’ Universal Philatelic Auctions – also 
known as ‘The Collector’s Secret Weapon’

Hindsight is a wonderful thing isn’t it ?, but… 
With the benefit of hindsight I suppose the prob-

lem was that I hadn’t set my collecting boundaries to 
my budget, but it’s so easy to say that now. But why 
does everything you collect have to be related to 
catalogue value ?

The simple answer is… it Doesn’t !
Wouldn’t You enjoy picking stamps at low unit 

prices regardless of catalogue value? Wouldn’t You 
enjoy forgetting the prices? Wouldn’t You enjoy the 
thrill of making a ‘find’ and paying pence to do so…? 
Well, Now You Can. If you’re a real collector, not an 
investor, I’m putting the fun back into philately so 

you can enjoy collecting how it used to be…

It’s NOT a club, but it feeels like one…
It’s NOT a club where you, like me, may remember 

‘swapping stamps’ but it feeels like one, and in order 
for You to Test my Avon World/Country Mixtures I’m 
offering you the opportunity to select up to your 
1st 500 stamps free, so You can see for Yourself how 
much fun there is to be had from the trial mixture 
bag we’ll send you… 

Send NO money Now: So where’s the catch ?
Simply, If You don’t like the idea of picking up to 

your 1st 500 stamps FREE and returning the rest, 
then that’s the catch. If You don’t like the idea of 
forgetting catalogue prices and paying ‘pence’ each 
per stamp you select – then this offer is not for you. 
If You collect ‘high-end’ stamps costing £100’s each 
then probably this is not for you too…

…BUT, If you, like I used to, enjoy sorting through 
stamps, seeing what you may find, enjoying the 
simple pleasure of adding inexpensive stamps to 
your collection, regardless of catalogue value – then 
this is for You... and I’m making it easy to get 
you started… All you need to do is complete the 
coupon NOW, it’s located beside the index in this 
magazine OR just telephone or apply on-line via 
our website below. If you’re a stamp collector aged 
18+ NEW to my Avon World Mixtures, you’ll pick up 
to the 1st 500 stamps FREE from my off-paper world 
mixtures plus the chance to select other country 
stamps at low unit prices regardless of catalogue 
value. Just give us your address and contact details 
and let Pat and Martin do the rest… so you can pick 
the best – Please do it NOW whilst you’re thinking 
about it… Thank You

A
Andrew McGavin, Philatelic Expert & Author, Managing 
Director, UPA, Omniphil & Avon Approvals,  
Avon Mixtures, eBay: universalphilatelic 

Terms: Start/Stop service anytime. UK collectors, aged 18+ 
wanting to put the fun back into collecting are pre-qualified, 
send NO money Now. Overseas clients may be required to 
provide a deposit. Collectors in a few Countries cannot be 
serviced, please enquire. One offer per philatelic household.

FREE OFFER SO YOU CAN TEST AVON WORLD MIXTURES

Regardless of Catalogue Value!
Your 1st Trial World MixBag 

is supplied FREE, simply Select the Best
– up to 500 stamps FREE, – Return the Rest

www.upastampauctions.co.uk

my budget, but it’s so easy to say that now. But why 
does everything you collect have to be related to 
catalogue value ?

The simple answer is… 

MIXTURES ARE NOT SUITABLE FOR VERY ADVANCED COLLECTORS – TAKE MY UPA £55 AUCTION OFFER
avonmix2.indd   1 03/04/2017   16:37:57p016_scmdec2017.indd   16 27/10/2017   15:31
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The Sidings, Birdingbury Rd,
Marton, Nr Rugby,
Warwickshire CV23 9RX

TO: Tony Lester Auctions Ltd

Tony Lester
AUCTIONS LTD

on (01926) 634809
Fax: (01926) 634819
tonylester@btconnect.com

Website: www.tonylester.co.uk
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Tony Lester
AUCTIONS LTD

CONTACT US TODAY FOR A FREE COPY OF OUR NEXT CATALOGUE.

Free Valuations
We can travel to view suitable collections or you can bring 

them to us for an immediate valuation. 

Auctions 
Our auctions cater for both collectors and dealers, with single 
stamps and sets in addition to many collections and ‘box lots’. 

Auction Dates 2017
3rd September 
19th November

New Seahorse Discovery
Tony Lester has recently discovered a 1913 Waterlow 2/6d used 
with watermark inverted and reversed, and the item has a 2017 
RPS certi� cate. No watermark varieties have previously been 
recorded on the 1913 Waterlow Sea-horses, 
and it therefore stands alongside the De La Rue 
10/- with inverted and re-versed watermark 
(also one recorded) as being the scarcest 
Seahorse stamp in existence. The stamp will 
appear in a forth-coming Tony Lester Auction.

GS-LES0917F.indd   1 01/08/2017   09:30:20
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Tony Lester
AUCTIONS LTD

Our November 19th sale includes fine 
GB QV-QE including collections, high 
values, Wildings, Machins, errors etc. 
and B.C with specialised NZ incl. QE 
errors and many better earlier items.
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Free Valuations
We can travel to value suitable collections or 

you can bring them to us for an immediate valuation. 

Auctions
Our auctions cater for both collectors and dealers, with single 
stamps and sets in addition to many collections and ‘box lots’.

 
Auction Dates

November 19th 2017
February 11th 2018

April 29th 2018
July 1st 2018

September 9th 2018
November 18th 2018

CONTACT US TODAY FOR A FREE COPY OF OUR NEXT CATALOGUE.

Tony Lester.indd   86 17/08/2017   15:40p017_scmdec2017.indd   17 26/10/2017   15:13
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Stamp update

A 1907 1c green and black 
Panama Canal Zone stamp, 
with the centre inverted, and 
the overprint reading up, was 
recently sold in a Daniel F 
Kelleher auction dedicated to the 
Canal Zone. According to the 
US auction house: ‘one pane of 
100 was printed with this variety 
of which 65 have been lost to 
posterity, 22 unused examples 
have been recorded and only 
thirteen used examples recorded.’

SOLD FOR £2,276

Latest auction results

18 DECEMBER 2017 www.stampandcoin.co.uk

A recently discovered and 
newly listed variety from 
the British East Africa 
1890-95 issue, a mint block 
of four of the 2 ½  a black 
on yellow-buff, imperforate 
between both horizontally 
and vertically, proved 
very popular at the recent 
Grosvenor sale.

SOLD FOR £7,688

In the foreign section of the recent Warwick & Warwick auction 
a China 1980 Year of the Monkey 8f on an illustrated first day 
cover, sold for £1,060.

SOLD FOR £1,060

Some rarely seen 1970s better handstamps fetched good prices in the recent Sajal 
Philatelics cover auction. Results included a 1970 Philympia with First Flight Isle Of 
Wight handstamp, which fetched £180; a 1971 Anniversaries with Rugby Football 
Union Centenary Twickenham handstamp which sold for £110; and a definitives 
FDC featuring the 1971 low values set with a Hythe slogan ‘Decimal Currency in 
the Post Office. Take a leaflet’ (pictured) which achieved £210.

SOLD FOR £210

Only fourteen examples of 
the British Guiana 1938-
52 4c pair imperforate 
between exist and an 
example achieved an 
impressive price of 
£21,000 at the recent 
Grosvenor auction. The 
stamp was described by the 
auctioneers as a ‘handsome 
King George VI rarity’.

SOLD FOR £21,000

The recent Argyll Etkin auction saw a wide variety of material on 
offer. One of the highest prices was paid for a ‘delightful’ China Large 
Dragon cover sent to Bordeaux, France in January 1885. The cover 
features an oval ‘L TALLIEU / PEKIN’ cachet on both sides, and is 
franked on the reverse by a Large Dragon 3ca pale red stamp cancelled 
by a central oval Peking seal in blue.

SOLD FOR £16,500

p18 Auctions.indd   18 27/10/2017   15:01
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Sign up for the free Stamp & Coin Mart e-newsletter and receive news direct to your inbox every month. Sign up at: http://stamp.cm/esign-up

When an event has played out, it is often 
hard to see how it could have happened 
any other way. The first aeroplanes flew, 

but the limitations of early technology made them 
cumbersome affairs. Wing design was primitive, 
providing minimal lift. Materials that made up the plane 
were heavy compared to the structure they provided, 

and engines were weighty, generating far less power per pound of metal 
than do modern engines. All of this meant that though the early planes 
flew, they could carry little more than the pilot. Range of flight was short, 
not so much because of the probability of engine trouble, but because fuel 
was heavy, and there was a point at which carrying enough to fly a long 
distance meant that the plane 
was too heavy to achieve lift. 
There was no room on these early 
planes for mail, except for a few 
philatelic pieces that were carried 
as favours, or promotional items, 
or at very high postage prices.

Zeppelins had far fewer weight 
restrictions. Lighter than air 
ships, Zeppelins used the nature 
of the gases that they were filled with to achieve lift, using relatively small 
engines for motion. Though Zeppelins were used in the First World War 
for military matters, including bombing runs, it was in the 1920s that they 
began to be developed for passenger travel and freight, including mail. By 
1928, Zeppelins were beginning flights across the Atlantic delivering tons 
of passengers and post, rather than the few scrawny letters that went with 
Lindbergh in his first aeroplane transatlantic crossing in 1927. If we were 
looking at the future of transportation from the vantage point of 1930, 
it would have been hard to imagine that Zeppelins would disappear and 
that huge aeroplanes would carry airmail in such quantities that for most 
airmail services there is no surcharge over ordinary 1st Class rates.

Postal Agencies responded with special stamps for Zeppelin mail service. 
Nearly twenty countries issued these special stamps, though Zeppelin 
mail was very expensive and continued to be more of a curiosity than a 
service used by businesses. The conclusion of the story is that converging 
technologies intersected to change how mail was sent. Wing and engine 
design allowed planes to fly longer routes with greater payloads and 
shortages of helium led to hydrogen use in Zeppelins leading to the 
Hindenburg disaster in 1937. After that Zeppelins were done. Zeppelin 
stamps, though, have continued to be an important part of philately and 
figure as some of the most sought out stamps in many of the countries that 
issued them. Over the last 25 years though the popularity of Zeppelins has 
declined. This is due to the phenomenon that collectors, as adults, tend 
to most desire the stamps of their youth that they aspired to and couldn’t 
afford. As the ‘Greatest Generation’ has aged out of the philatelic market, 
the collectors exerting market pressure today are no longer familiar with 
the wonderful story of early air flight.

John Apfelbaum has spent a lifetime learning about stamp collecting. 
He runs the venerable firm of stamp professionals Earl PL Apfelbaum, a 
business that has dealt in only stamps since 1901 and which was founded 
by his great grandfather. He can be reached at jda2006@aol.com

Collecting Zeppelins

A France 1928 Ile de 
France overprint 10f 
& 1f.50 with Brun 
certificate, sold for 
£6,800 at the recent 
Warwick & Warwick sale.

SOLD FOR £6,800

Amongst a selection of ‘First UK Aerial Post’ postcards of 
September 1911, an example featuring a King George V ½  d tied 
by a London Aerial Post code ‘2’ circular date stamp (CDS), 
achieved the highest price. The card was addressed to ‘Ronald 
Kirkwood, c/o Postmaster, Windsor’ and then readdressed to 
‘Secretary’s Office, G.P.O London’ and reposted at Windsor, 
flown on the 16 September flight back to Hendon with a second 
KGV ½  d tied by Windsor code ‘2’ CDS. The auction description 
noted: ‘only about four items recorded flown in both directions, 
all apparently sent by employees of the G.P.O in London. An 
important item for any 1911 Aerial Post collection.’

SOLD FOR £2,400

A second day of usage 1840 1d black on a letter to 
Salisbury was one of the most popular lots in the 
recent Warwick & Warwick auction.

SOLD FOR £3,300

p18 Auctions.indd   19 27/10/2017   15:01
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Stamp update

20

SOLD FOR £1248
China, 8f Year of the 
Monkey 1980 MNH

SOLD FOR £755
Fiume, 20c brown overprinted 

10l ‘Reggenza Italiana del 
Carnaro’ with the ‘10’ close to 

each other (with cert. Raybaudi)

� e latest internet sales

Your quick reference price guide to recent internet sales, in association with delcampe.net

Buy and sell on 
Delcampe, more 
than 50 million 
collectables are 
waiting for you!

SOLD FOR £3468
Monaco, Wedding og 

Princess Charlotte 5f+5f 
rose 1920 cancelled ‘Monte-

Carlo’ (signed)

SOLD FOR £889 
France, 50c+50c imperforated 

1917-18 MNH

SOLD FOR £343
Luxembourg, 25c brown, 
variety ‘pe Luxembourg’ 

instead of ‘de Luxembourg’

SOLD FOR £426
Brasil, 90r ‘Bulleye’ 1843 

used (with cert.)

SOLD FOR £366
Switzerland, Zürich cantonal 

post 6Rp black 1846 (with cert.)

SOLD FOR £292
Australia, 5/- grey & deep 

yellow Kangaroo 1918 (third 
watermark) MLH

SOLD FOR £444
Germany, 3kr red carmin 1872 

SOLD FOR £523
Finland, registered letter franked 50p from Helsingfors to Paris 1889

p18 Auctions.indd   20 27/10/2017   15:02
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Warwick and Warwick have an expanding requirement for world collections, single country collections, single items, covers, 
proof material and specialised collections. Our customer base is increasing dramatically and we need an ever-larger supply 
of quality material to keep pace with demand. The market is currently very strong for G.B. and British Commonwealth and 

the Far East. If you are considering the sale of your collection, now is the time to act.

Selling your stamp collection?

Auctioneers and Valuers
www.warwickandwarwick.com

Warwick & Warwick Ltd., Chalon House, Scar Bank, 
Millers Road, Warwick CV34 5DB   England

Tel: (01926) 499031   •   Fax: (01926) 491906
Email: ian.hunter@warwickandwarwick.com 

/warwickauctions                  @warwickauctionsGet the experts on your side!

FREE VALUATIONS
We will provide a free, professional valuation of your collection, 
without obligation on your part to proceed. Either we will make 
you a fair, binding private treaty offer, or we will recommend 

inclusion of your property in our next public auction.

FREE TRANSPORTATION
We can arrange insured transportation of your collection to our 
Warwick offices completely free of charge. If you decline our 

offer, we ask you to cover the return carriage costs only.

FREE VISITS
Visits by our valuers are possible anywhere in the country or 
abroad, usually within 48 hours, in order to value larger and 

valuable collections. Please phone for details.

ADVISORY DAYS
We have an ongoing programme of advisory days, in all regions 
of the United Kingdom, where you can meet us and discuss the 

sale of your collection. Visit our website for further details.

We will be visiting the following towns within the next few weeks: 
Eastbourne, Croydon, Bridgend, Merthyr Tydfil,  

Hinckley, Uttoxeter, Milton Keynes, Witney,  
Cannock, Grimsby, Scunthorpe, Darlington,  
Harrogate, Evesham, Plymouth & Exmouth

EXCELLENT PRICES
Because of the strength of our customer base we are in  
a position to offer prices that we feel sure will exceed  

your expectations.

ACT NOW
Telephone or email Ian Hunter today with details of your property.

NEW Warwick & Warwick Stamps .indd   1 25/10/2017   15:39p021_scmdec2017.indd   21 26/10/2017   15:16
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NORTHERN STAMPS

Telephone 0191 4131431

Website www.northernstamps.com

Christmas 1998 20p Imperf  Pair SG2064a 
Unmounted Mint Marginal Cat £1100.00

My Price £450.00

Christmas 1994 19p Imperf  Pair SG1843a 
Unmounted Mint Cat £175.00

My Price £120.00

1967 EFTA 9d SG715 
Showing a Good Shift 
Of  Brown Downward 

Unmounted mint £45.00

1970 Anniversaries 1/-
With Missing Gold

(Queens Head)
Unmounted Mint £75.00

2002 Christmas 2nd Imperf  Pair 
SG2321b Unmounted Mint Cat £80.00 

My Price £50.00

1965 United Nations 3d SG681pa Broken 
Circle Flaw Unmounted Mint Block 6

(Variety only affects one Stamp)
£20.00

1965 United Nations 
3d SG681pb Lake 
in Russia Variety 

Unmounted Mint Pair 
Variety only affects 
one Stamp) £20.00

email @ mark@northernstamps.co.uk

ebay id @ uknorthernstamps

Northern Stamps.indd   1 27/9/11   16:33:14

21081- SG320 £1 Deep Green  
Very Fine Used  

   £425.00
17595- Spec M6/6 1d Deep Rose Carmine  

Fine Used Hendon Cert 
£180.00

W124- SG292 2d Grey Green & Bright Car-
mine Unmounted Mint Frame Break below 2

£150.00
18596- SG256a 10d Dull Purple & Scarlet 

Fine Used No Cross on Crown  
£125.00

20982- SG317 2/6 Dark Purple  
Very Fine Used CDS    

£75.00
18699- SG264 5/- Deep Bright Carmine.  

Very Fine Used 
£85.00

20055- SG265 10/- Ultramarine  
Very Fine Used. 
£175.00

W103- SG266 £1 Green Very Fine Used  
Light Indistinct Cancel 

£350.00

16140 – SG122a 6d Chestnut Very Fine 
Used CDS  £35.00

161112 – SG160 4d Grey Brown Plate 17 
Part CDS  £30.00

16702 – SG403 £1 Green Seahorse Fine Used 
Indistinct Cancel  £845.00

13254 – SG103 3d Rose Plate 7 Very 
Fine Used Liverpool Exchange Cancel 

£35.00

16128 – SG109 6d Mauve Plate 8 Very Fine 
Used CDS  £35.00

13764 – SG111 9d Pale Straw 
Very Fine Used Part CDS  £60.00

NORTHERN STAMPS
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Website www.northernstamps.com
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21081- SG320 £1 Deep Green  
Very Fine Used  

   £425.00
17595- Spec M6/6 1d Deep Rose Carmine  

Fine Used Hendon Cert 
£180.00

W124- SG292 2d Grey Green & Bright Car-
mine Unmounted Mint Frame Break below 2

£150.00
18596- SG256a 10d Dull Purple & Scarlet 

Fine Used No Cross on Crown  
£125.00

20982- SG317 2/6 Dark Purple  
Very Fine Used CDS    

£75.00
18699- SG264 5/- Deep Bright Carmine.  

Very Fine Used 
£85.00

20055- SG265 10/- Ultramarine  
Very Fine Used. 
£175.00

W103- SG266 £1 Green Very Fine Used  
Light Indistinct Cancel 

£350.00

10000 – SG117 1/- Green Plate 5 Fine 
Used Chesterfield CDS  £25.00

10129 – SG94 4d Vermillion Plate 12 Very 
Fine Used Light Cancel  £35.00
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For FOUR very good reasons:

Every year we travel hundreds of miles throughout the U.K, Europe and Scandinavia, buying stocks, 
collections and accumulation. And we've been doing this since 1970.

International Stamp Dealers
PO Box 31, Sunbury-on-Thames
Middlesex TW16 6HS
Tel: 01932 785635
Fax: 01932 770523 (24 hours)
email: jcbuying@btinternet.com

ACCURATE VALUATIONS We have over forty years full time experience as a major buyer in the stamp trade and we buy from all the main 
UK & Continental auction houses. We make accurate, efficient valuations based on the very latest market values.

FAIR VALUATIONS We work on high turnover with low profit margins which means we must buy - and we pay the top market price. 
IMMEDIATE PAYMENT All our offers are backed by immediate payment. We agree a price and you get paid there and then. It’s that simple. 

HOME VISITS We travel extensively, which means we can easily arrange to view bulky, valuable collections in your own home.

924254.08

Why offer your stamps to us?

What do we buy?
We buy virtually anything in stamps and covers, from specialised one country collections to general lots and 
accumulations, from better quality single items to complete dealer’s stocks. If it’s philatelic, we're interested.

Serious buyer...

Think about it - and then give us a ring on 01932 785635

11th November  Sutton Coldfield 
18th November Kenilworth
2nd December Lichfield

3rd December Potters Bar
8th December Royal National Hotel, London

www.jcstamps.co.uk
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JOHN CURTIN LTD.

And finally...
We buy most of our material from auction, usually at well below our “top price”. Auctioneers typically take between 15-25%  

from BOTH SIDES! If those people had sold directly to us they would have saved time, been paid more and paid immediately.

John Curtin Dec.indd   1 25/10/2017   14:05
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THIS MONTHS SPECIALS
1994 Postage Dues Complete to £5 (9v),
SG D102-110 Superb U/M or F/U
(Cat. £45), normally £22 only.................. £17.50
2008 Smilers Booklet, SG QA4 (Cat. £42), 
Normally £26, Special price.................... £19.50
1996 Cartoons Phosphor Booklet 
(10v), SG 1905p-14p (Cat. £45),
Normally £20.00, Special Price............... £17.50
1960 Phosphor 3d Inverted Wmk. - 
Left Band SG 615cWia (Cat. £80)
with Full Perfs, Normally £34
U/M or F/U.............................................. £29.00
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QUEEN VICTORIA USED
SG Numbers as per ‘Collect British Stamps’ 2017

Fine Used quality is the most popular as the number of stamps existing in this condition is 
probably no more than one in 200! Good Used are real value for money in relation to the 
percentage of catalogue, whilst spacefillers fill that gap at a small fraction of catalogue!

NEW LOWER PRICES

ORDER 20 OR MORE GOOD USED OR SPACEFILLERS AND 
DEDUCT 10%, (FINE USED EXCLUDED)

Space
SG Value Cat. Used Used fillers
LINE ENGRAVED
17 1d  £35.00  £4.95  £1.95  £0.55
19  2d  £100.00  £21.00  £12.00  £3.80
24  1d  £70.00  £17.00  £8.00  £2.30
23  2d  £225.00  £58.00  £35.00  £11.00
26  1d  £130.00  £40.00  £24.00  £5.75
27  2d  £450.00  £145.00  £90.00  £26.00
40  1d  £12.00  £1.50  £1.00  £0.25
34  2d  £70.00  £13.50  £8.00  £2.25
48  1/2d  £30.00  £2.95  £1.50  £0.35
43  1d  £2.75  £0.70  £0.40  £0.16
51  11/2d  £75.00  £12.00  £5.00  £1.35
45  2d  £15.00  £2.95  £1.50  £0.60
Set of 16* stamps as above   £2614.75  £725.00  £365.00  £110.00

SURFACE PRINTED
62 (Small Garter)  4d  £450.00  £110.00  £58.00  £15.00
65(Medium Garter)  4d  £500.00  £120.00  £70.00  £18.00
66a (Large Garter)  4d  £150.00  £16.00  £6.50  £1.20
70  6d  £125.00  £18.00  £6.50  £1.20
72  1/-  £350.00  £54.00  £24.00  £6.00
76  3d  £350.00  £64.00  £38.00  £9.50
80  4d  £140.00  £22.00  £9.00  £1.60
84  6d  £140.00  £24.00  £8.00  £1.80
87  9d  £475.00  £98.00  £48.00  £16.00
90  1/-  £300.00  £48.00  £21.00  £5.00
92  3d  £250.00  £34.00  £16.00  £3.30
94  4d  £75.00  £14.00  £6.00  £1.30
97  6d  £140.00  £20.00  £8.90  £2.50
98  9d  £600.00  £170.00  £88.00  £29.00
101  1/-  £275.00  £37.00  £18.00  £3.60
103  3d  £60.00  £12.00  £5.50  £1.40
105  6d  £150.00  £26.00  £8.80  £2.20
109  6d  £90.00  £17.00  £8.50  £2.20
111  9d  £300.00  £58.00  £35.00  £8.80
112  10d  £400.00  £72.00  £36.00  £9.80
117  1/-  £45.00  £11.00  £5.25  £1.65
118  2/-  £225.00  £45.00  £24.00  £6.40
121 Brown  2/-  £4250.00  Ask for  photocopies
122b  6d  £65.00  £18.00  £7.00  £1.70
125  6d  £300.00  £45.00  £24.00  £4.25

Ask for
photocopies

26  1d  £130.00  £40.00  £24.00  £5.75
27  2d  £450.00  £145.00  £90.00  £26.00
40  1d  £12.00  £1.50  £1.00  £0.25
34  2d  £70.00  £13.50  £8.00  £2.25
48  1/2d  £30.00  £2.95  £1.50  £0.35
43  1d  £2.75  £0.70  £0.40  £0.16
51  11/2d  £75.00  £12.00  £5.00  £1.35

Fine Good

72  1/-  £350.00  £54.00  £24.00  £6.00
76  3d  £350.00  £64.00  £38.00  £9.50
80  4d  £140.00  £22.00  £9.00  £1.60
84  6d  £140.00  £24.00  £8.00  £1.80
87  9d  £475.00  £98.00  £48.00  £16.00
90  1/-  £300.00  £48.00  £21.00  £5.00
92  3d  £250.00  £34.00  £16.00  £3.3092  3d  £250.00  £34.00  £16.00  £3.30
94  4d  £75.00  £14.00  £6.00  £1.30
97  6d  £140.00  £20.00  £8.90  £2.50
98  9d  £600.00  £170.00  £88.00  £29.00
101  1/-  £275.00  £37.00  £18.00  £3.60
103  3d  £60.00  £12.00  £5.50  £1.40
105  6d  £150.00  £26.00  £8.80  £2.20
109  6d  £90.00  £17.00  £8.50  £2.20
111  9d  £300.00  £58.00  £35.00  £8.80
112  10d  £400.00  £72.00  £36.00  £9.80
117  1/-  £45.00  £11.00  £5.25  £1.65
118  2/-  £225.00  £45.00  £24.00  £6.40

SG  Value  Cat.  Used  Used  fillers
139  21/2d  £120.00  £23.00  £9.00  £2.20
141  21/2d  £85.00  £12.00  £5.80  £1.25
142  21/2d  £55.00  £8.50  £3.50  £0.90
143  3d  £80.00  £13.50  £4.40  £1.30
147  6d  £90.00  £16.00  £6.00  £1.30
150  1/-  £160.00  £24.00  £9.90  £2.80
151  1/-  £700.00  £160.00  £88.00  £28.00
152  4d  £525.00  £80.00  £46.00  £14.00
153 Green  4d  £300.00  £58.00  £20.00  £4.40
154  4d  £550.00  £125.00  £84.00  £29.00
156  8d  £350.00  £70.00  £30.00  £8.50
157  21/2d  £35.00  £3.30  £1.80  £0.45
158  3d  £100.00  £27.00  £16.00  £4.50
159  3d/3d  £160.00  £30.00  £12.00  £3.40
160  4d  £75.00  £14.00  £6.00  £2.00
161  6d  £80.00  £20.00  £10.50  £2.95
162  6d/6d  £150.00  £32.00  £12.00  £3.20
163  1/-  £170.00  £35.00  £15.00  £5.20

164  1/2d  £22.00  £2.20  £0.90  £0.24
166  1d  £15.00  £1.50  £0.80  £0.24
167  11/2d  £60.00  £11.50  £4.80  £1.25
168  2d  £120.00  £16.00  £8.50  £1.80
169  5d  £175.00  £20.00  £12.00  £3.20
164/9 Set of 5 stamps   £392.00  £49.00  £27.00  £5.20

171 (14 dots)  1d  £45.00  £6.00  £2.80  £0.65
174 (16 dots)  1d  £1.70  £0.20  £0.08  £0.04

1883 LILAC & GREEN
187 Slate Blue  1/2d  £10.00  £1.20  £0.50  £0.12
188  11/2d  £45.00  £9.50  £3.90  £0.80
189  2d  £80.00  £12.50  £3.95  £1.20
190  21/2d  £20.00  £2.60  £1.30  £0.45
191  3d  £100.00  £16.00  £6.00  £1.40
192  4d  £210.00  £40.00  £16.00  £2.60
193  5d  £210.00  £35.00  £16.00  £2.60
194  6d  £240.00  £36.00  £16.00  £2.60
195  9d  £480.00  £140.00  £80.00  £20.00
196  1/-  £325.00  £60.00  £24.00  £6.00
187/196 Set of 10 stamps   £1720.00  £320.00  £150.00  £35.00

1887 JUBILEE
197 (Vermilion) 1/2d  £1.20  £0.20  £0.06  £0.03
213 (Green)  1/2d  £2.25  £0.25  £0.10  £0.03
198  11/2d  £8.00  £0.60  £0.25  £0.08
200  2d  £15.00  £5.50  £2.80  £0.36
201  21/2d  £5.00  £0.35  £0.12  £0.04
202  3d  £5.00  £0.75  £0.35  £0.08
205  4d  £18.00  £6.00  £2.80  £0.30
206  41/2d  £45.00  £8.50  £4.80  £1.15
207a  5d  £15.00  £3.00  £1.80  £0.32
208  6d  £15.00  £3.00  £1.20  £0.20
209  9d  £48.00  £9.50  £5.50  £1.20
210  10d  £45.00  £10.00  £5.75  £1.20
211  1/-  £80.00  £14.00  £9.00  £1.15
214  1/-  £140.00  £32.00  £18.00  £3.75
197/214 Set of 14 stamps   £442.45  £80.00  £49.00  £10.00

SpaceFine Good

MANY
PRICES

REDUCED
DUE TO
STOCK

CONTROL!

198  11/2d  £8.00  £0.60  £0.25  £0.08
200  2d  £15.00  £5.50  £2.80  £0.36
201  21/2d  £5.00  £0.35  £0.12  £0.04
202  3d  £5.00  £0.75  £0.35  £0.08
205  4d  £18.00  £6.00  £2.80  £0.30
206  41/2d  £45.00  £8.50  £4.80  £1.15
207a  5d  £15.00  £3.00  £1.80  £0.32
208  6d  £15.00  £3.00  £1.20  £0.20
209  9d  £48.00  £9.50  £5.50  £1.20
210  10d  £45.00  £10.00  £5.75  £1.20
211  1/-  £80.00  £14.00  £9.00  £1.15
214  1/-  £140.00  £32.00  £18.00  £3.75

CONDITION QUALITY - A clarification of ‘Sound Used’ (or ‘average used’) – many dealers’ definition of this quality
includes stamps with defects. We supply Sound stamps without faults.

WANTS LISTS INVITED FOR OTHER USED QUEEN VICTORIA AS LISTED IN CONCISE CATALOGUE (ALL CONDITIONS)

Please add £2.00 Postage & Packing for Signed For or £5.00 for Special Delivery (Registered).
Send for our 144 Page G.B. Price List RushExpress No. 72 (No.73 due to out mid-January 2018)

or our Worldwide RushExpress No. 69 - or view/download from our website.

RUSHSTAMPS (RETAIL) LTD. 
P O BOX ONE, 

LYNDHURST, HAMPSHIRE
ENGLAND SO43 7PP

                                              TEL: (023) 8028 2044
FAX: (023) 80282981

Email: enquiries@rushstamps.co.uk
Website: www.rushstamps.co.uk
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Your letters

LETTER OF THE MONTH
HATS OFF TO IVOR! 
Dear Stamp & Coin Mart,
I must thank you for the excellent 
postcards given away free with the 
October 2017 issue. In particular I 
was thrilled to see the 1929 £1 Postal 
Union Congress registered first day 
cover addressed to an I. Purden Esq., 
of Sutton Coldfield.

This was in fact Ivor Purden, a 
member of the Birmingham Philatelic 
Society for many, many years. On 
one occasion, many years ago now, 
Ivor did bring the actual registered 
cover in to show fellow society 
members and explained how back in 
1929, as a very young man, he had 
to borrow the £1 to buy the stamp as 
an advance from his employer on his 
next week’s wages! He remembered 
that he worried about posting the 
cover because it represented a third of 
his weekly wage! 

I definitely think that Ivor made 
a wise investment at the time! If 
he were still alive I’m quite sure he 
would have been delighted to see his 
cover being reproduced as a postcard!

Steven Harrison, Sutton Coldfield

FACE VALUE
Dear Stamp & Coin Mart,
Like lots of stamp collectors I went 
along to Stampex to marvel at all the 
stamps on offer. One of the things I 
was not prepared for was the boxes of 
stamp books on lots of stands marked 
‘Face value’.

The range of these stamps was 

extensive and were predominately 
made up of GB stamp booklets from 
the 1980s and 1990s.

I got into conversation with a 
dealer who explained that they 
were only worth the value on the 
stamp and some are selling cheaper 
than that. He said that he advises 
customers to use them for their 
intended purpose and put them on 
a letter. He then went on to say that 
with those stamps stuck on a first day 
cover you can’t even use them.

I have to say that I came away 
deflated and wondered if everyone 
just used their stamps on letters and 
dealers simply destroyed all the old 
and tatty covers eliminating all those 
boxes of post office addressed covers 
that are dirty through people flicking 
through and only allowed premium 
wrapped covers.

Steve Bennett, Cambridge

Stamp & Coin Mart replies:
The idea that stamps issued many 

Get in touch
Send your feedback, thoughts, collecting tips and 

information to us. Write our letter of the month and 

we’ll send you a prize! You can also share your views 

on the lively Stamp & Coin Mart facebook page.

Postbag
Post: Stamp & Coin Mart, Postbag, Warners Group Publications, Fifth Floor, 31-32 Park Row, Leeds, LS1 5JD

E-mail: matthewh@warnersgroup.co.uk 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/stampandcoinmartmagazine

years ago have not gained (or may 
have even lost) value does initially 
seem very disappointing, but it can 
also be a positive, giving newcomers 
to GB collecting the chance to 
build a collection fairly quickly and 
cheaply. The dealer’s advice to use 
these cheap stamps on postage is 
also to be encouraged, and collectors 
could certainly spread the word 
about stamps and stamp collecting 
by ensuring they always use stamps 
on their post, even if it might run 
the risk of a postal worker cancelling 
them with the dreaded biro!

STAMP CRIME
Dear Stamp & Coin Mart,
Northern Irish readers, especially 
those living in and around Coleraine, 
County Londonderry, may have had 
a nondescript item of postal history 
through their hands without realising 
its collector interest. Back in 1852 
magistrates in the town heard a case 
against a postmaster and his wife 

Above: reader Steve 

Harrison recognised 

the name of the 

cover’s recipient when 

he received the free 

postcards with the 

October issue of 

Stamp & Coin Mart

Left: is it so bad that 

British stamps issued 

many years ago can still 

be bought at face value 

or even lower?

2. Cover Collecting Postcard.indd   1 20/03/2017   10:37
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Share your views on the Stamp & Coin Mart facebook page: www.facebook.com/stampandcoinmartmagazine

WIN! Design book

Write our ‘Letter of the Month’ 
and we’ll send you a copy of 
Design: David Gentleman, 
which features postage stamp 
and coin artwork by the 
popular designer who has been 
responsible for some of Great 
Britain’s most 
well known stamps. The 
‘Design’ series of books was 
the winner of the Brand/Series 
Identity category at the British 
Book Design and Production 
Awards 2009.

We reserve 
the right to 
edit letters for 
publication and 
cannot reply 
personally to all 
correspondence.

who were on trial for theft. The 
prosecutor alleged that the pair, who 
performed the duty of collecting 
posted letters from boxes around the 
town, had removed the 1d stamps 
from many, then applied the office’s 
obliterating tool heavily over the 
spot before placing the envelopes 
into their correct sorting bag. They 
were eventually caught when letter 
recipients mentioned receiving letters 
from Coleraine without stamps. 
The senders swore that a penny 
stamp had been fixed to each before 
posting. Finding the accused guilty, 
the court sentenced the postmaster 
to fifteenth months, and his wife to 
one month imprisonment.

The thought occurred to me that the 
couple might have been led astray by 
advertisements appearing in Northern 
Irish newspapers at that time inviting 
readers to buy hair dyes and other 
cosmetics from a Sheffield medical 
expert who sold his products by mail 
order and invited customers to send 
stamps when ordering. His ‘Infallible 
Hair Dye’ for example, could be 
bought by sending ‘52 unused penny 
postage stamps’ to his Sheffield 
premises, from where he would ‘send a 
bottle of the dye securely wrapped to 
be free from all observation.’

Ivor Lawrence, Liverpool
DRAB STAMP DESIGN?
Dear Stamp & Coin Mart,
Many modern GB stamps leave me 
and my fellow collectors uninspired, 
– especially those that feature 
nothing but photographs of the 
subject, how easy is that to design? – 
but the quality of design has varied 
greatly over time, and so dull stamps 
are nothing new for the GB collector. 
The subject of the 1961 CEPT 
stamps, as covered in your November 
issue, was fairly drab to begin with, 
so I do sympathise with the designers 
and artists who had to bring colour 
and meaning to what must have been 
a rather ordinary postal conference. 
The stamps at least remind us that 
stamp design has always been rather 
difficult and creating a small papery 
thing of beauty is no mean feat. That 
said, thanks for the background to 
the stamp set, which sheds light on 
exactly why these three values now 
grace our stamp albums.

John Elliot, via email

HOW I LEARNED TO STOP 
WORRYING AND LOVE 
MODERN STAMPS
Dear Stamp & Coin Mart,
I stopped worrying about the output 
from Royal Mail some years ago 
and so am not overly concerned 
with the latest batch of Star Wars 
stamps that are clearly not aimed 
at we collectors. They’re not for 
me, but are very colourful, fun and 
feature nice drawings. I am sure 
they will appeal to fans of the film 
and may entice a few of them into 
our hobby, so no bad thing. As the 
opinion piece stated [Stamp & Coin 
Mart, November 2017], there are 
plenty more stamps for us to collect, 
and modern stamps have to be 
approached with this relaxed attitude. 
Today’s new issues reflect the world 
we live in, just as the stamps of the 
past reflected those times, would we 
have it any other way?

Miles Frobisher, Plymouth

BOOKLET PANE ADVICE
Dear Stamp & Coin Mart,
I was very pleased to see the 
promotion of booklet panes [GB 
Gems, Stamp & Coin Mart, November 
2017] but can I provide a word of 
caution regarding the main image? To 
be reasonably collectable, especially 
QEII material, panes must be complete 
with selvedges – unfortunately, some 
pre-printed albums had spaces that did 
not provide for the selvedge and many 
were torn off, as in your image [now 
shown below]. This pane is almost 
unsaleable and I hope that the ebay 
offer described it as incomplete or 
damaged to forewarn potential buyers. 

Ian Harvey, via email

The 1961 set was 

issued to mark 

the holding of the 

European Postal and 

Telecommunications 

(CEPT) Conference, 

in Torquay
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12 Prince Albert Street, Brighton, Sussex, BN1 1HE
Tel: 01273 326994
Telephone orders accepted.
Payment by Mastercard or Visa credit cards
We have no e-mail address, please contact us by telephone 
Dealing in stamps for over 40 years

SA 92 SOUTH & CENTRAL AMERICA  
A fantastic accumulation compromising of 
only unmounted mint stamps in part sheets, 
multiples, blocks and singles ranging from 
older engraved stamps to the more recent. 
Includes: Nicaragua, (Underprints noted) Chile, 
Columbia, Argentina, Venezuela, Panama,  
Paraguay, Uruguay, Brazil, Mexico & Dominica. 
This hoard of unsorted unmounted mint 
stamps, is unchecked for catalogue value and 
is estimated at over one thousand five hundred 
(1500) Unm. Mint stamps. For sale at the low 
price of only ................................... Price £48

EL54. ELEPHANTS  A gorgeous collection 
of elephants on stamps. With Indian and African 
elephants on stamps (Might include the odd 
mammoth). Mostly modern but dates back to 
KGVI. With blocks and singles, mint  and used. 
Over 100 stamps  .............................Price £7 

VCA 4 – GREAT BRITAIN WWI 
VICTORIA CROSS COVER  Issued to 
commemorate the Centenary of the first Vic-
toria Cross to be awarded in World War I. The 
cover with illustration of Lieut. Maurice Dease  
VC. who died aged 24 in the first battle fought 
by the British against the Germans at Mons  on 
4. 23 Aug 1914. The cover bears a special Royal 
Mail VC stamp and postmarked with official 
Victoria Cross “For Valour” postmark on 23 
Aug 14. The cover was restricted issue of only 
100 covers and is vital to complete any WWI  
collection  ...................................Price £9.25

M19A MAURITIUS  A fine specialised 
collection of Mauritius stamps, including several 
unmounted mint blocks plus singles. Mainly QEII 
unm. mint, but includes earlier stamps and some 
used. A great collection to build on with over 
100 Mauritius stamps, unchecked for catalogue 
value ........................................... .Price £12.

MS. 561 GB MINI SHEETS  A specialised 
Collection of Great Britain Stamp Exhibition 
Miniature Sheets. Comprising of over a 
dosen mint miniature sheets issued for 
British Stamp Exhibitions. Include Stampex 
and International Exhibitions with Royal Mail 
postally valid sheets & scarcer sheets with post  
office approval; which were not available 
generally from the Royal Mail. The whole 
collection ................................... Price £9.75

PM7 Theresa May:  Scarce political cover 
issued for the appointment of Theresa May as 
Prime Minister. Depicting Theresa May outside 
10 Downing Street, with Royal Mail Houses of 
parliament commemorative stamp tied to the cover 
with illustrated special Royal Mail Postmark dated 
13 July 2016. Less than 80 of these covers were 
ever issued  ..........................................Price £17

Ind 449 INDIA:  A specialist reference 
collection of Queen Victoria forgeries, 
spectacular lot includes singles and blocks 
of issues of 1854 various ½ Anna and 1 Anna 
stamps. A range of 4 Anna blue and red stamps. 
1852 Scinde Dawk. Includes unused and used 
stamps. If genuine the catalogue value would be 
excess of £38,000. The reference collection of 
fake stamps and forgeries is being sold “as is” 
although some genuine Victorian stamps have 
been noted .................................... Price £24

STR25 Great Britain:  Postal History cover 
for the British Postal Strike of 1996. Covers of this 
official postal strike are much rarer than those of the 
previous GB postal strike on 1971. The cover was 
sent from the UK to St. Helena, and bears a Brit. 
Local stamp overprinted “Postal Strike Delivery “ 
and surcharged £1. Postmarked 6/8/96 in addition a 
paper cachet inscribed Emergency UK Postal Strike 
Overseas Post; as well as St Helena stamp tied to 
the cover with a Jamestown St. Helena Pmk. Dated: 
Sept 96 ...........................................Price £12.50

FE188 Indian Feudatory states:  An 
interesting reference collection of mainly forgeries 
of the Indian Feudatory States. Victorian period 
includes imperforates and stamps printed on 
various white, coloured and buff papers. Noted: 
Sirmoor, Charkhari, Duttia, Fardikot, Indore, 
Rajpipla, Jammu & Kashmir, plus others. Also some 
stamps unlisted in Stanley Gibbons Catalogue. If 
genuine the catalogue value would exceed £1000s 
(Thousands of Pounds) but these are being sold  
“as is” as forgeries. The collection also includes 
genuine Indian stamps from Queen Victoria to Geo 
VI  ......................................................... Price £15

MM28 MARILYN MONROE  A gorgeous 
collection of Marilyn Monroe stamps. Few other 
actresses embodies the term ‘Hollywood Movie 
Star’ as much as the legendary and iconic 
screen goddess, Marilyn Monroe. This collection 
contains many different unmounted mint and 
used Marilyn Monroe stamps. Including several 
elusive stamps  ..............................Price £11. 

NY155a British Colonials:  Al old time 
collection comprising of mint and used old 
colonial issues, ranging from Queen Victoria to 
King Geo V. Unchecked for catalogue value. A fine 
lot for sorting ...................................Price £13

PM8 Theresa May:  Official Royal 
appointment commemorative cover. The cover 
shows Theresa May being received by Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, who instructed 
her to form a Government. The cover bears as 
official R.M. Buckingham Palace stamp, tied to 
the cover with a Royal Mail 13/7/16  illustrated 
Buckingham Palace Postmark. Only 75 of this 
scarce cover are known to exist .......Price £21

PS438 Pop Stars:  A glorious collection of 
pop stars on stamps. With British, Foreign mint 
and used stamps. Includes: The Beatles, Rolling 
Stones, Elvis Presley, Bob Marley, Michael 
Jackson, Oasis, Aerosmith, Pink Floyd, Kiss, Led 
Zeppelin, Metallica, AC-DC and Def Leppard. 
Over 100 stamps in sets, singles, miniature 
sheet, also includes Royal Mail Beatles’ covers. 
The entire impressive collection ...  Price £31.

BC7 British Colonial Accumulation: 
 With mint and used mainly King George V 
and King George VI (nothing later than K.G.VI)  
but does include earlier stamps dating back  
to Queen Victoria; a great lot (needs sorting  
and careful inspection)  over 100 plus stamps ..
Price £9.80

RS387 RUSSIAN STATES:  After the collapse 
of the Soviet Union in 1991, several Russian states 
issued stamps independently. Many issues were 
provisional and for local use only, some issues were 
not recognized by the U.P.U and were outside the 
scope of Stanley Gibbons catalogue. We offer an 
unusual collection of these elusive Russian States 
including: Tartarstan, Batum, Amurskaya, Ukraine, 
Tajikistan, Azerbaijan, Karjala, Kazakstan, Belarus, 
Komi, Moldova & Uzbekistan; with mint and used 
(cto) plus miniature sheets, includes: inverted 
overprint errors of Ukraine and scarcer unlisted 
stamps. An unusual and exotic collection of well 
over 100 stamps ................................ Price £21.

JK 106. HARRY POTTER.  A fantastic 
collection of different Harry Potter stamps from 
various countries. Includes a scarce Isle of Man 
Prisoner of Azkaban cover with I.0.M Harry Potter 
stamp in combination with official Royal Mail Harry 
Potter stamp, postmarked with illustrated first day 
issue, Hogwarts postmark. The collection also 
includes unmounted mint Royal Mail Harry Potter 
stamps and several other unmounted mint Harry 
Potter stamps and miniature sheets from various 
countries, includes catalogued and scarcer unlisted 
issues. The whole collection ...........Price £19.75 

SA4 NELSON MANDELA  A historic and 
scarce mourning cover for Nelson Mandela. ‘He was 
a spirit born free, today his spirit is soaring through 
the heavens. He is now forever free’ – Muhammad 
Ali 5/12/13. The cover bears a South Africa 
Mandela stamp with cachet ‘In Memorial 1918-
2013’ also Royal Mail gold definitive postmarked 
Mount Pleasant 5/12/13. Only 50 covers known to  
exist .................................................... Price £14. 

N-SH 305 SUPER HEROES:  A spectacular 
collection of Super Heroes on stamps including 
several issues for: Superman and Batman, also 
includes Spiderman, X Men and The Incredible 
hulk, plus other superheroes. Mostly unmounted 
mint stamps including several miniature  
sheets .......................................  Price £19.75

GB85 GREAT BRITAIN  An important error 
on the 1966 Battle of Hastings 6d. value. The 
wrong colour gold leaf was used in error on 
the Queens Head. Error — yellow gold instead  
of normal bronze gold. We can offer the 
unmounted mint error plus normal stamp for 
comparison ................................  Price £7.50. 

CYL29 CYLINDER NUMBER BLOCKS   
A specialized collection of Great Britain & British 
Commonwealth cylinder number blocks. It is 
unusual to see such a large lot of different cylinder 
number blocks 120 stamps in all unmounted mint 
cylinder number blocks ...................... Price £21. 

Ne832 BRITISH ISLES  A phenomenal & 
valuable collection of British Local Island’s stamps. 
Only unmounted mint, including Lundy Island, 
Davaar Island, Cairn Iar, Isle of Easdale, Bernera 
Island, Staffa, Stroma, Isle of Pabay, Bardsey, Herm, 
Calf of Man, Hildasay — Shetland Islands, Jethou, 
Alderney, St Marys, Calvey Island, Sanda Island, 
Gugh, St Martins. With blocks, multiples, singles 
& miniature sheets. This important & valuable 
collection with only unmounted mint stamps and 
many high £ values. The nominal face value Is well 
over £150 ..........................................  Price £33

Z33E UNORTHODOX STAMPS  One of 
the most unusual collections we have ever 
seen assembled, with everything except normal 
stamps. Including triangular stamps, self 
adhesive ‘free form’, map shaped stamps, gold 
foil round (circular) stamps, diamond shapes, ‘3 
dimensional’ and others. Hundreds of different 
mint and used unorthodox stamps  Price £13. 

LIB 92. LIBYA.  War in Libya Liberation 
Cover. An unusual cover inscribed Official 
Liberation Day with Iconic Illustration. The cover 
has Machin Royal Mail stamps and official 
Royal Mail British Jubilee postmark dated, 
23 Oct 2011 (Libya Liberation Day) The cover 
also bears a Libya Cal. Gaddafi stamp tied to 
cover with cachet inscribed Oct 2011 Libya. An 
unusual and important cover ... Price £14.50 

R88A NAZI GERMAN  Occupation of World 
War II various Croatia Bohemia and Moravia. 
Occupation of Poland General government 
(Theresienstadt also Lodz Ghjetto these may 
 not be genuine) plus various other Germany war 
period Hitler issues, Mainly genuine unmounted 
mint/used  ............................................Price £10 

E.32 GREAT BRITAIN  SPECTACULAR 
ERROR on 1966 XMAS 3d. Value (SG713) SHIFT 
OF GOLD COLOUR, causing Queens Head Shift 
Error, superb unmtd mint together with normal 
stamp for comparison  .................Price £4.25 

LOT K2 GREAT BRITAIN  unmounted 
mint commemoratives & definitives & definitives 
unsorted accumulation. Items noted include Traffic 
Light Gutter Pair Missing Phosphor Error volt  
strips. Well over 500 stamps only unmounted  
mint ......................................................Price £15

E.213 POSTAGE DUES.  Unusual collection 
of POSTAGE DUE stamps, including GB. Br Cols 
and Foreign, In singles, blocks of multiples, all 
uncat. Mint (mostly unmounted) and used. About 
120+ stamps................................Price £8.00 

M27A CORONATION STREET.  A 
specialised and most unusual thematic 
collection of Coronation Street stamps with 
COMPLETE UNM, MINT SETS. From various 
British local Islands, including scarcer High 
Values and several £1.00 values. Personalities 
depicted on stamps include: Jack & Annie 
Walker, Stan & Hilda Ogden, Ken & Irma Brlow, 
Jack & Vera Duckworth, Martha Longhurst, Ena 
Sharples, Mike & Alma Baldwin, Kevin Webster, 
Raquel Wolstenholme, Ray Langton, Liz 
McDonald, Alf Roberts, Bet Gilroy, Curly Watts, 
Leonard Swindly, Elsie Tanner, Reg Holdworth + 
others  ................................... Price £12.00 

E.32 TIBET  Fantastic group printed on rough 
and thin “Native Type” paper including listed 
stamps, and some shades and colours which 
appear not to be listed in Gibbons Catalogue. 
Included are blocks and singles. Due to the 
crudeness of the printing of this type of Tibet 
stamps, there is no way we can guarantee any 
as genuine. If just some of the listed stamps 
were genuine the Catalogue Value would be 
hundreds of pounds. We have decided the 
safest way is to treat them as suspect and 
possible forgeries. As such we are offering 
them for sale at the knock down price of only .
Price £13.00

STR 58 GREAT BRITAIN SPECIALISED 
1971 POSTAL STRIKE COLLECTION. 
 Dating back to the short period in British Postal 
History when the Post Office granted licenses 
to private delivery companies to deliver mall 
in the U.K. This Important GB postal history 
collection comprising of postal strike stamps in 
singles & blocks also has scarcer multiples and 
“Tete-beche” stamps. Used and unused with 
many unmounted mint (FOC noted). Well over 
100 stamps ..................................Price £15

GB.51 - GREAT BRITAIN  Scarce Festival 
of Britain Commem. Cover. Bearing the 
Abram Games stamp designer official Royal 
Mail Commem. Stamp cancelled with iconic 
Festival of Britain 25/3/14 Postmark. The 
cover also bears the complete King George VI 
1951 Festival stamps with black cachet “G.P0. 
1951 Festival of Britain Official Stamp Issue” 
The edition was limited to only 100 of these 
important covers  .................  Price £11.25 

RD32 IRAQ WAR  Rare operation Red 
Dawn - Iraq War cover. Issued for the capture of 
Saddam Hussein. The illustrated cover bears a 
Royal Mail Tower Bridge Stamp with illustrated 
Tower Hill Postmark, dated 13th December 
2003. The cover also bears an Iraq Saddam 
Hussein stamp tied to the cover with black 
cachet inscribed “Ad Davis Iraq December 
2003” In English and Arabic. Originally the 
cover issue was only 100 covers but few  
are believed to still exist outside collectors 
hands   ........................................Price £21 

M6 PRINCESS DIANA —  Worldwide 
collection. Some 1981 Wedding Issues, 
also Prince William Birth, including 
scarcer sheetlets, V SCARCE GUTTER PAIR 
F.D.C’s SIGNED BY THE DESIGNER (stamp  
designer) also various worldwide 1997 
Princess Diana Memorial Issues. The whole 
collection  .......................... Price £13.00
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Visit our website for our FULL range of Stamp, Postcard, Stampbook, Banknotes & Coin Storage Products

The most valuable  Memories and Collections of all, 
are your own. At Arrowfile we pride ourselves  in 

helping you to protect, archive, display, find quickly & 
organise your Stamps, Coins and other collectables, 
as well Photos and CD/DVDs, safely and securely .

The unique and traditional Binder Album System 
allows you to break away from the limitations of 
ordinary albums.

Its flexibility  enables you to place archival ACID-
FREE loose leaf refill pages with varying sized slip-in 
pockets into each  binder album. 

Start organising your Collection today and claim a 
FREE Classic Album Set (includes album & slipcase 
worth £23.50). Available in four timeless colours, 
when you order £25 or more of Refill sheets. 

The Album where you choose the pages 
from over 350 archival pocket refills 
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Vario Stamp Pocket Refills sheets - One Pack (5 pages) £2.99

RAMM3

Holds Three
95 x 216mm 

Banknotes

RAMM3V

Holds Three
295 x 70mm 

RAMM4V

Holds Three
295 x 70mm 

RCV1S

Two Pockets
263 x 195mm

RCV2S

Four Pockets
128 x 195mm

RCV7S

Fourteen 
Pockets

33 x 195mm

RCV8S

Sixteen Pockets
29 x 195mm

RCV5S

10 Pockets
48 x 195mm

RCV6S

12 Pockets
39 x 195mm

Collectable Refill Pages -  One Pack (10 pages) £4.99

RCZWL Vario Interleaves £2.95 Pack of 5

RAMM2A

Holds Two
135x223mm 

First day cover
Comes with  

black insert card

RAMM20

20 Pockets
56 x 55mm

Stamps/CoinsOverall page size: 237 x 298 mm                 246 x 271 mm

RAG5S

Ten Pockets
56 x 216mm

Please ask operator for details of Indexing Sheets (F114) & page numbers (M13) RAGZWL Grande Interleaves £2.95  Pack of 5

RAG2S

Four Pockets
150 x 216mm

RAG3S

Six Pockets
98 x 216mm

RAG4S

Eight Pockets
72 x 216mm

RAG6S

Twelve Pockets
46 x 216mm

RAG7S

Fourteen Pockets
38 x 216mm

Grande Stamp Pocket Refill Sheets - One Pack (5 pages) £4.99
Overall page size: 242 x 310 mmPostcards BanknotesBanknotes

Overall page size: 215 x 280mmSee website for further pocket sizes

THE ULTIMATE ARCHIVAL ORGANISER

Album Size: 338mm H x 295 mm W x 64mm D    Slipcase Size: 348 x 295 x 70mm  Capacity: up to 50 - 70 Refill sheets

KS22BRO
Brown

KS22WIN    
Wine

KS22BLU
Blue

KS22GRN
Green

Arrowfile, PO Box 637, York, YO26 0DQ

Freefone:
Online:

Post:

0800 027 0636  Quote: SCM1217
www.arrowfile.com/CLASSIC25

NB: Add SCM1217 in the promotion code box in your basket

Please quote: SCM1217 and add FREE items to your basket online

L o o k i n g  a ft e r  a l l  t h a t  y o u  Tr e a s u r e

Terms & Conditions: *Please note normal P&P applies £5.95  |  Offer limited to one album/set per household.  | For overseas orders and non-mainland UK delivery please ring +44(0)1904 202150 

RAMM12

Holds Tweleve
295 x 70mm 

Tickets

CLASSIC BINDER SET !
ORDER ANY REFILL SHEETS FOR £25 OR MORE 

& CLAIM A CLASSIC BINDER SET (WORTH 
£23.50)

FREE

Maximum and Large Format 
Postcard Albums & Refill Sheets

Coin Boxes, Cases, Drawers, Wallets and TraysStamp Drying Books Springback Binders

Large/Small FDC Album
and Slipcase Sets

World Flags Labels Medal Cases

Postcard Albums

Perfometer Gauges
KF6400 SDB812P

Visit Our Online shop and CLAIM 10% OFF 
any orders placed by 31st Dec 2017

Use Code: SCMDIS17 Cannot be used with the above offer

Normal price 
£23.50

C5866 £32.95

Coin Cases and Trays Coin Boxes, Cases, Drawers, Wallets and Trays

Perfometer Gauges

Coin Cases and Trays

KS22BLA
Black

World Flags Labels

Terms & Conditions: *Please note normal P&P applies £5.95  |  Offer limited to one album/set per household.  | For overseas orders and non-mainland UK delivery please ring +44(0)1904 202150 

World Flags Labels Medal Cases

C5866 £32.95

World Flags Labels Wooden Display cases for 
Medals, Pins & Decorations

Amazing Pop-up Greeting Cards!

Ideal Christmas Gifts!

p027_scmdec2017.indd   27 26/10/2017   15:29
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GEOFF MILSOM STAMPS (PTS)
5 Beechcroft Avenue, 
Newport Road, 
Stafford, ST16 1BJ
Telephone:- (01785) 245564
Callers by appointment only
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INTERESTING &
UNUSUAL

INTERESTING &
UNUSUAL

thick stock book. Many sets with some 
duplication £180.00

Many 100’s from 1d black (2- one is 4 
M’gin, one 3 ½ M’gin Red Maltese Cross) 
good range 1d red plates to 220, 2d blue 
plates complete, 1855 4d, 6d (2) 1/=, 1862 
range inc 9d,. 1864 pd pl 4, ½ d bantams 
915) – no plate 9, further QV to 5/=, K.Ed 
range, KG5 to 10/= (2) re-engraved set, 
KG6 square high vals, good range QE2 
in sets to 1980, officials etc from the 
Continental lot with many VFU copies of 
the scarcer issues Cat £23000  £1850.00

IRAN
About 100 with 1918 to 2R,. 1923 to 2R, 
Officials most to 10R etc Cat £260  £40.00

S.G 379 1911 Ahmed Mirza 10Kr fine mint 
Cat £180 £90.00

S.G 381 1911 armed Morza 30 Kr  fine 
Mint Cat £300  £150.00

S.G 571 1922 Controle O’Print 20Kr Mint 
Cat £200  £100.00

S.G 572 1922 Controle O’Print 30Kr Mint 
Cat £325  £160.00

MONACO
Some 100’s from 1885 to 25c (excellent 
condition FU) 1891 to 5Fr,. 1920 Baptism 
set, 1924 Curie pair (M –M’gin mounted 
only) ’42 Relief set, ’46 dues (high 
vals UNM) later to 1982 Fine condition 
throughout Cat £2300 £325.00

PHILIPPINES
About 120 with Alfonso types to 25c, 
Baby face types to 20c, few O’Prints on 
U.S,. 1906 to 4p etc £35.00

S.G 368- 78 (ex 374) 1926 Madrid- Manila 
flight (tight short set to 30c. Mainly UNM 
and all expertised Cat £730  £300.00

About 40 Air Stamps all mint (much UNM) 
inc 1928 London- Orient (ex 26c) ’32 Von 
Gronau set, ’33 Rein set ’39 Exhibition in 
pairs etc. fine lot /cat £200  £45.00

ROUAD ISLAND
S.G 4 – 16 1916 O’Print on France set of 
13 Mint Cat £90 £40.00

RUAND A–URUNDI
60 From 1916 East Africa in O’Prints to 
5Fr, 1924 to 10Fr (M) native Fund to 60c 
etc Cat £200 £40.00

BRITISH COLONIES IN AFRICA
Few 100 inc Ascension 1922 to 3d, 
Rhodesia Arms to 4/=, Bechuanaland 
inc 1888 ½ d (M) good Gambia with 
Cameos to 4d,. Gold Coast first types to 
4d, K.Ed to 1/=, Mauritius from imperfs 
etc Cat £1645  £235.00

ALBANIA
S.G 33-38 1914 Arrival of Prince set. FU 
each on separate small piece. Superb 
condition     Cat £500+ £250.00

About 80 with 1925 return and 
Proclamation sets, 1931 Rome –Tirane 
Flight, 1338 Wedding and 10th Anniv sets 
+ M/S (FU) etc Cat £1070  £200.00

ARGENTINA
100’s from San Martin types to 5 pesos 
1930 Revolution types to 1 peso, 1933 La 
Plata set, 1936 to 20 pesos, strong airs 
with 1928 most to 3p60, 1930 Zeppelin 
20L – 1 peso, 1932 Zepp set, later to 1960. 
Excellent range £165.00

AZORES
About 150 from 1871 main interest in 
mint mid – period ranges with Ceres to 
1E60, Branco set complete, all three 
Independence sets complete etc Grossly 
underpriced in S.G at £360 £120.00

BELGIUM
100+ All mint inc 1953 Baudoin range 
inc 6Fr 90,, 9Fr etc, 1954 Beguinage of 
Bruges, political Prisoners, Anti T.B sets 
etc Clean lot Cat £1350 £210.00

BELGIAN CONGO
Few 100’s from 1886 to 50c green, 1887 
to 50c, 1923 to 10Fr,. 1930 Native Fund 
set, 1937 National Parks M/S, 1938 
Tourism M/S etc Cat £750  £125.00

About 100 from 1886 with 1887 to 50c 
grey, 1894 to 5Fr ( this V. Fine marginal 
UNM) 1923 to 5Fr,. 1928 Stanley set etc 
Cat 480 £100.00

S.G 23-31 1918 Red Cross set Mint 
Cat £130  £65.00

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE
38 from triangular 1d, 4d, 6d,. 1871 to 
5/=, 1896 to 5/=, K.Ed set to 5/= etc Cat 
£950+   £130.00

CYPRUS
UNM range (few 100’s) 1970-80 with 
Defin sets, Europas, M/S etc Similar 
range of Turkish Posts £45.00

GERMANY
Superb used collection 1872- 1944 fairly 
complete from Eagles to 7Kr, Germanias 
to 5MK (2) Inflation complete  (some not 
expertised therefore not counted) Zepps 
complete, 3rd Reich complete (ex M/S) 
etc less than 20 missing for completion 
Cat £23000+ £2300.00

GREAT BRITAIN
100’s local issues for Stroma, Davaar, 
Pabay, Herm, Sark, Jethou, Lundy in 

All offers subject to stock on seven days approval against full payment with order.  
We accept all major credit cards. E-MAIL: gina@milsomstamps.co.uk

December Geoff Milsom.indd   1 24/10/2017   14:22

www.philatelink.co.uk
Email: philatelink@btinternet.com
 LANDLINE: 01896 759703   MOBILE 07510 312271

DAVID WALDIE (PHILATELINK), 13 REDPATH CRESCENT, 
GALASHIELS, BORDERS, TD1 2QG, UK.

�

www.philatelink.co.uk

BUYING GB DECIMAL MINT STAMPS 1971 to 2017
(We always require GB postage but some values are more popular than others so please contact us by email or telephone 

where the sale value is £1000 or over).

FACE VALUE (FV)
Buy % 
of FV Criteria

Stamps 1p, 2p, 4p, 5p, 6p, 10p, 11p then 20p to 36p 49% Sorted by value
3p, 7p, 8p, 9p, 12p, 13p, 14p, 15p, 16p, 17p, 18p & 19p 47% Sorted by value
Stamps 37p to 65p 55% Sorted by value
Stamps 66p to 99p 60% Sorted by value
Stamps £1.00 to £1.99 65% Sorted by value
Stamps £2.00 to £10 80% Required Urgently
First (1st) Class NVI Stamps (lick and stick) 58% Commemorative and Christmas
First (1st) Class NVI Stamps (self-adhesive) 60% Commemorative and Christmas
First (1st) Class NVI Stamps (lick and stick) 60% Definitive Queen’s Head
First (1st) Class NVI Stamps (self-adhesive) 62% Definitive Queen’s Head
Second (2nd) Class NVI Stamps 65% Commemorative and Christmas
Second (2nd) Class NVI Stamps (lick and stick) 65% Definitive Queen’s Head
Second (2nd) Class NVI Stamps (self-adhesive) 68% Definitive Queen’s Head
First Class LARGE NVI (self-adhesive) 68% all types (98p)
First Class LARGE NVI (lick and stick) 66% all types (98p)
Second Class LARGE NVI (self-adhesive) 73% Definitive only (76p)
Second Class LARGE NVI (self-adhesive) 68% Christmas Stamps (76p)
Second Class LARGE NVI (lick and stick) 66% all types (76p)
1st Class Signed For Delivery Stamps 68% All types (£1.75 and £2.08)
Special Delivery Stamps 65% (£6.45 >100g and £7.25 >500g)
Europe & Worldwide NVI Stamps 50% Up to 40 grams
Europe & Worldwide NVI Stamps 58% Up to 10g, 20g, E, 60g & 100g
Presentation Packs & Year Books 50% from 1971 to 2000
Presentation Packs & Year Books 55% from 2001 to 2008
Presentation Packs & Year Books 60% from 2009 to 2015
Presentation Packs & Year Books 65% 2016 & 2017
Prestige Booklets 50% up to 2000
Prestige Booklets 58% 2001 to 2010
Prestige Booklets 60% 2011 to 2015
Prestige Booklets 65% 2016 to 2017
Booklets with Stamps up to 39p 55% folding & retail etc
Booklets with Stamps from 40p to 68p 58% folding & retail etc
Smiler Sheets 58% Lick & Stick Gum
Smiler Sheets 60% Self-adhesive Gum
1st & 2nd Class Post Paid Envelopes 45% postal stationary
ISLE OF MAN 30%

NEW! BUYING PRICES FOR COLLECTABLE GB STAMPS (SEE WEBSITE FOR DETAILS)

FOR OUR LATEST PRICES PLEASE VISIT WEBSITE
Top Rated Internet Selling Service

High Prices Realised!
Low Commission Fees

Contact Dave Waldie for Details

Buying 
British Stamps

Current Market Values

19October2017
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Stamp sidelines
Quick Links
Page 31 Festival of Boats

Page 31 Postmarks

Page 33 Black triangular

With Christmas fast approaching, we’re left wondering which 
postal administrations and museums will be producing a festive 
overprint, writes Stuart Leigh.

Last year we saw Guernsey wishing us Bouan Noué (Merry 
Christmas in Guernsey French) from Envoy House on the 
Guernsey Flag on 1 December

Gibraltar re-issued the 2015 Christmas Tree stamps with 
Season’s Greetings from both of the kiosks at the Main Post 
Office and Parcel Office in Gibraltar (GI02 and GI03), with the 
same overprint on the Year of the Monkey set, again from both 
offices on 2 November. Later in the month on 28 November the 
Gibraltar Monkey (Barbary Ape) set was issued with the same 
greeting, again from both offices in Gibraltar. However, none 
were issued from GI01 (Gibraltar House) in London.

At home, we only had an overprint from RAF Northolt 
on the 1st Class Machin collector strip which read ‘Seasons 
Greetings From all at BFPO’ alongside the image of the statue 
‘Letter from Home’ (though known rather irreverently as ‘The 
Flasher’). The British Forces Philatelic Service (BFPS) produced 
a First Day Cover on 1 December. BFPS is a small not-for-profit 
organisation run by volunteers for the benefit of registered 
Service charities, and is based at Leven in Fife.

The Royal Mail Post & Go issue on 14 November last year, 
Hibernating Animals, was not very festive, in the past we had 
Winter Fur & Feathers, Winter Greenery, and the Christmas 

Robin but we have no 
news of any plans for 
this year at time of 
going to press. 

Seasons greetings
POST & GO

On the 20 November 1947 Princess Elizabeth married Lieutenant Philip 
Mountbatten, this year sees the couple celebrate their seventieth (platinum) 
wedding anniversary, writes Brian Austin. There were no stamps issued in 
1947 just a special ‘E and P’ slogan used on mail around that time, and it 
is also very easy to get confused with the Silver Wedding of King George 
VI and Queen Elizabeth (the father and mother of the bride), which was 
marked the following year. 

For this month’s cover we have to fast forward 25 years to their 
Silver Wedding in 1972. Here we feature the Philart Luxury cover, 
in great unaddressed condition with a Westminster Abbey special 
postmark. It was normal for the cover producer Philart to produce 
two covers for each issue, a normal printed one and one normally 
embossed on a buff colour envelope. This issue is slightly different 
as Philart sponsored the postmark with the printed version generally 
listed as the official, though I can’t think of any reason why this one 
should not also be included.

Their fortieth (golden) anniversary was marked in 1997 with a stamp 
issue and over thirty official covers, as was their fiftieth (Diamond) in 2007.

As with all royalty issues as soon as they are announced the postmarks 
everyone is hunting for is Buckingham Palace or Windsor Castle, but 
depending on the time of year and where the royal family are there 
may be others (especially on older issues), so for issues in January or 
February look for Sandringham and over the summer Balmoral, though 
both are very rare.       

Windsor weddings
FIRST DAY COVERS

The Falkland Islands’ ‘Anniversary of Charles Darwin’s Voyage’ stamp 
set includes examples of the 34p value lacking the yellow background 
colour from the side panels in error. A double pane of fifty stamps was 
originally discovered.

Discover more errors on the blog: stamps24seven.com

Falklands variety
ERRORS

Robin but we have no 
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We connect you with
Collectors - Dealers - Auction Houses

Colonial Stamp 
Company

SAARPHILA

www.philasearch.com www.numissearch.com www.antiquesssearch.com

Uwe von Poblocki

Stamp & Coin Mart.qxp  23.08.17  17:27  Seite 1
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Your monthly guide to specialist stamps, stamp-related material and postal ephemeraStamp sidelines

Last month we began to consider the variety 
of postmarks to be found at the various Mail 
Centres up and down the country, writes 
David Gwynn. That first group comprised 
those that included the postcode of the Mail 
Centre in its postmarks.

This month we are moving on to another 
distinctive group – rectangular datestamps. 
There are 38 Mail Centres currently 
operational in the UK and the largest of 
these is the South Midlands Mail Centre 
at Northampton. I have seen two different 
rectangular datestamps from there. One is a 
boxed datestamp with the lettering in lower 
case and the date in the centre. The other 
is much larger, the lettering is all in capital 

letters, there is no date and no box surrounds 
the lettering. I have only 
seen these on bulk mailings 
from a well-known dealer, 
but that may not be the 
only use to which they are 
put. Other reports would 
be welcome.

The only other boxed 
rectangular datestamp that 
I have come across comes 
from the Derby Mail 
Centre in 2009 and also 
seems to have been in use 
on items where old stamps 
had been used.

Rectangular datestamps

POSTMARKS

Leaving aside a brief glimpse of Princess Elizabeth’s wedding on a 
local cinema newsreel, Britons enjoyed little in the way of optimistic 
inspiration in the grim post-war months of 1947. Threadbare demob 
suits, ration books, endless queues, and weed-infested bomb craters 
provided the drab background to their everyday lives… until Herbert 
Morrison, Deputy Prime Minister in the new Labour Government, came 
up with a bright idea. He proposed that the country should celebrate 
the centenary of the Great Exhibition of 1851 by staging a Great British 
Festival of 1951 and encouraging all cities and towns to participate. 
The nation, yearning for colour, brightness, newness and hope, took to 
the four-year project with bold enthusiasm aimed at stirring a feeling of 
successful recovery from the devastations of the war.

Cardiff staged a History of Wales pageant; Perth put on a festival of music; 
York showed off its ancient castle and city walls; in Newcastle they built and 
opened a pedestrian tunnel linking both banks of the Tyne. Meanwhile, in 
the small Leicestershire community of Market Harborough, a far-sighted 
council official suggested regeneration of the town’s waterway and its branch 
link to the Grand Union Canal. The notion of incorporating canals into 
Britain’s tourist industry was unheard of in the late 1940s. Canals were 
still part of the old coal and corn transporting network; but many miles of 
waterways had been allowed to silt-up and decay. 

Market Harborough’s short stretch of the network had filled with weeds 
and there was little money available for major engineering works, so 
volunteers were called for and asked to clear the canal and to tidy up the 
banks and the old wharves. Fortunately enough sparks of wartime spirit still 
burned, encouraging hundred of townsfolk to turn out in support. Within 
two years the canal basin had been spruced-up; the branch to the Grand 
Union cleared of obstructions; and wharves regenerated to accommodate 
visiting vessels. As part of the publicity campaign for what had by that time 
become The Market Harborough 1950 Festival Of Boats a poster stamp 
was commissioned and soon fixed to all outgoing mail telling the world that 
Market Harborough’s canal-sides were open and ready to welcome visitors. 

They came in hundreds of vessels, from canoes to a converted Second 
World War landing craft, despite the fact that the town lies seventy miles 
inland from the nearest coastline. For one week in 1950 it became a busy 
inland port. Early arrivals at the venue included a troop of Sea Cadets from 
Yorkshire who rowed the entire route along streams, rivers and stretches 
of canal from Wharfdale. The owner of a converted coal barge took three 
weeks to navigated 110 miles from Halesowen, passing through more than 
100 locks and seven tunnels on his journey, with a wife and two small 
children as crew. They were soon joined by traditionally painted narrow 
boats; by barge enthusiasts from the Continent; and by dinghies, canoes, 
cabin cruisers and traditionally decorated narrow boats.  

The success of Market Harborough’s event encouraged the Inland 
Waterways Association to organize yearly canal festivals and to launch the 
revival of Britain’s canal network as a leisure and holiday facility that has 
become a multi-million pound industry today.

Market Harborough’s Festival of Boats
CINDERELLAS
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Cook Is.
 SG. 124–126 0.90
 127 3.50
 128 8.00
 129 22.00
 127–129 3v 30.00
 130 0.25
 131w 16.00
 132 7.00
 133w 30.00
 134 25.00
 135w 25.00
 136w 125.00
 137 0.60
 138 0.60
 139 1.50
 140 0.30
 141 2.20
 142 1.60
 143 2.00
 137–143  7v 7.50
 144 13.00
 145 15.00
 137–145  9v 32.00
 146–149 0.85
 150 0.05
 151 1.20
 152 0.60
 153 2.20
 154 2.50
 155 2.00
 156 0.20
 157 1.50
 150–157 8v 9.00
 158 2.50
 159 8.00
 150–159 10v 18.00
Cyprus 

 148–150 1.50
 151 0.60
 152 1.00
 152a 1.50
 153 8.00
 154 1.25
 154a 275.00
 155 2.20
 155a 1.00
 155ab 2.50
 155b 1.25
 155c 1.40
 156 15.00
 156a 1.20
 156b 2.50
 157 1.00
 158 1.40
 159 1.30
 151–159 15v 25.00
 160 6.00
 160a 9.00
 161 20.00
 162 13.00
 163 22.00
 151–163 19v 80.00
 164–165 0.35
 166–167 25.00
 168–171 1.80
Dominica

 96–98 0.40
 99 0.05
 100 0.05
 101 0.30
 102 0.15
 103 1.75
 103a 0.10
 104 0.10
 104a 0.90
 105 0.6
 105a 0.8
 106 2.20
 99–106 10v 4.50
 106a 3.50
 107 8.00
 108 7.00
 108a 8.00
 109 0.40
 109a 0.05
 99–109a 15v 30.00
 110–111 0.25
 112–113 10.00
 114–117 0.80
 118–119 0.45
 SG.120 0.05

 121 0.05
 122 0.05
 123 0.05
 124 0.20
 125 0.30
 126 0.30
 127 1.20
 128 0.20
 129 0.40
 130 0.25
 131 2.20
 132 1.5
 120–132 6.00
 133 3.25
 134 11.00
 120–134 15v 18.00
 135–138 1.00
Falkland Is. 

 143–145 0.90
 146 0.10
 147 11.00
 147a 1.25
 148 0.80
 148a 3.00
 149 0.40
 150 1.00
 150ab 1.20
 151 0.40
 152 3.00
 153 2.25
 153a 5.50
 154 1.00
 155 3.50
 155a 2.20
 156 2.75
 157 8.00
 158b 10.00
 146–158b 13v 30.00
 159 0.90
 160 18.00
 161c 40.00
 162b 40.00
 163 45.00
 146–163 18v 160.00
 164–165 0.30
 166–167 39.00
 168–171 5.00
 172 0.40
 173 0.80
 174 1.50
 175 0.60
 176 0.75
 177 4.50
 178 4.00
 179 3.00
 180 8.00
 172–180 9v 20.00
 181 6.00
 182 7.50
 183 7.00
 184 10.00
 185 13.00
 172–185 14v 55.00
Falk. Deps. 

 A1 0.10
 A2 0.10
 A3 0.15
 A4 0.15
 A5 0.60
 A6 6.00
 A6a 6.00
 A7 0.40
 A8 0.40
 A1–A8 8v 7.00
 B1 0.10
 B2 0.10
 B3 0.15
 B4 0.15
 B5 0.60
 B6 6.00
 B6a 6.00
 B7 0.40
 B8 0.40
 B1–B8 8v 7.00
 C1 0.10
 C2 0.10
 C3 0.15
 C4 0.15
 C5 0.60
 C6 6.00
 C6a 6.00
 C7 0.40

 C8 0.40
 C1–C8 8v 7.00
 D1 0.10
 D2 0.10
 D3 0.15
 D4 0.15
 D5 0.60
 D6 6.00
 D6a 6.00
 D7 0.40
 D8 0.40
 D1–D8 8v 7.00
 G1 0.30
 G2 0.40
 G3 0.40
 G4 0.40
 G5 0.70
 G6 1.20
 G6e 17.50
 G7 0.60
 G8 0.60
 G1-G8 8v 4.00
 G9 0.70
 G10 0.50
 G11 0.90
 G11b 2.20
 G12 0.90
 G13 5.50
 G14 8.00
 G15 8.00
 G16 8.00
 G9-G16 9v 30.00
 G17–G18 0.50
 G19–G20 2.00
 G21–G24 5.00
Fiji 

 246–248 0.55
 249 0.05
 249a 8.00
 249b 0.50
 250 0.20
 251 6.00
 252 1.10
 252a 2.20
 252b 11.00
 252c 1.30
 253 12.50
 254 7.50
 255 0.20
 255a 0.90
 256 1.30
 256b 1.00
 256c 0.80
 257 0.75
 258 14.00
 259 0.05
 260 20.00
 261 3.00
 261a 10.00
 261b 1.40
 261c 1.20
 261d 0.75
 262 1.00
 249–262 15v 60.00
 263 0.10
 263a 1.40
 263b 0.40
 264 1.30
 265 2.50
 266 2.50
 266a 14.00
 266b 18.00
 249–266b 22v 90.00
 267 0.90
 268–269 0.20
 270–271 6.00
 272–275 1.00
 276–277 0.20
 D11 3.00
 D12 6.00
 D13 6.50
 D14 7.00
 D15 8.00
 D16 9.00
 D17 9.00
 D18 9.00
 D11–D18 8v 50.00
Gambia 

 SG.147–149 0.40
 150 0.05
 151 0.10
 152a 3.00

 152b 0.15
 152c 0.10
 153 5.00
 153a 0.50
 154 0.10
 154a 0.25
 155 1.10
 156 1.60
 150–156 10v 8.00
 156a 1.30
 157 5.00
 158 6.00
 159 14.00
 160 14.00
 161 14.00
 150–161 16v 55.00
 162–163 0.20
 164–165 8.00
 166–169 1.20
Gibraltar 

 118–120 1.60
 121 0.05
 122 10.00
 122a 10.00
 122ab 2.20
 122b 0.60
 122c 1.00
 122d 1.80
 123 7.50
 123a 90.00
 123b 0.25
 124 10.00
 124a 2.60
 124b 1.30
 124c 0.70
 125 12.00
 125a 40.00
 125b 1.40
 125bb 2.50
 125c 0.50
 126 15.00
 126a 40.00
 126b 3.75
 126c 4.00
 127 14.00
 127a 25.00
 127b 1.10
 121–127b 10v 15.00
 128 20.00
 128a 40.00
 128b 4.50
 129 35.00
 129a 16.00
 129b 14.00
 130 23.00
 130a 14.00
 131 14.00
 121–131 14v 55.00
 132–133 0.20
 134–135 26.00
 136–139 2.50
 140–143 0.85
G. and Ellice 

 40–42 0.40
 43 0.20
 44 0.10
 45 0.10
 46 0.40
 47 0.30
 47a 3.25
 48 0.20
 48a 0.40
 49 2.20
 49a 6.50
 49b 4.50
 50 0.20
 51 11.00
 51a 7.00
 51b 1.50
 43–51 9v 5.00
 52 3.30
 53 3.30
 54 4.50
 43–54 12v 14.00
 55–56 0.20
 SG. 57–58 7.00
 59–62 1.60
 D1 4.50
 D2 5.00
 D3 6.00
 D4 7.00
 D5 8.00

 D6 8.00
 D7 9.00
 D8 19.00
 D1-D8 8v 65.00
Gold Coast 

 117–119 2.25
 120 5.00
 120a 0.10
 121 7.00
 121a 0.10
 122 7.00
 122a 0.10
 123 5.00
 123a 0.10
 124 4.00
 124a 0.10
 125 3.50
 125a 0.25
 126 9.00
 126a 0.25
 127 3.25
 127a 0.50
 128 10.00
 128a 0.50
 120a–128a 9v 1.75
 129 0.70
 130 25.00
 130a 2.20
 131 40.00
 131a 4.50
 132 5.00
 120a–132 13v 13.00
 133 10.00
 133a 0.05
 134 2.00
 134a 0.60
 135 0.05
 136 0.05
 137 0.50
 138 0.15
 139 0.60
 140 1.25
 141 1.50
 142 0.30
 143 1.10
 135–143 9v 5.00
 144 4.00
 145 15.00
 146 8.00
 135–146 12v 30.00
 147–148 14.00
 149–152 1.20
Grenada 

 149–151 0.50
 152 1.25
 152a 0.20
 152b 0.35
 152c 1.20
 153 5.50
 153a 0.20
 153b 3.50
 153ba 2.20
 154 0.30
 154a 0.75
 155 0.15
 155a 1.30
 156 0.10
 156a 0.90
 157 0.10
 158 7.50
 158a 4.50
 158ab 0.10
 158b 0.35
 159 1.50
 159a 0.75
 160 1.80
 160a 1.60
 152a–160a 9v 3.00
 161 14.00
 161a 13.00
 162 3.25
 162a 2.20
 163 20.00
 SG. 163a 80.00
 163b 110.00
 163c 300.00
 163d 45.00
 163e 17.00
 163f 12.00
 152a–163f 12v 27.50
 164–165 0.50
 166–167 9.00

 168–171 0.80
 172 0.05
 173 0.05
 174 0.05
 175 0.05
 176 0.10
 177 0.05
 178 0.10
 179 0.60
 180 0.75
 181 0.80
 182 2.20
 172–182 11v 4.50
 183 3.25
 184 6.00
 172–184 13v 12.50
 185–186 0.35
 187–190 0.75
Hong Kong 

 137–139 9.95
 140 0.75
 140a 1.30
 141 0.60
 141a 0.50
 142 3.25
 142a 1.50
 143 0.40
 143a 1.20
 144 5.00
 145 15.00
 145a 3.00
 145b 3.00
 145c 8.00
 146 0.60
 147 0.40
 148 4.50
 148a 10.00
 149 8.50
 150 2.75
 151 50.00
 151a 9.00
 152 2.25
 153 15.00
 153a 10.00
 153b 5.50
 153c 4.00
 154 2.20
 140–154 15v 40.00
 155 2.50
 155b 7.50
 156 8.00
 156b 20.00
 156c 35.00
 157 25.00
 158 17.00
 158a 18.00
 159 20.00
 160 30.00
 160ab 44.00
 161 250.00
 162 50.00
 162a 110.00
 162b 70.00
 140–162 23v 400.00
 163–168 30.00
 169–170 3.00
 171–172 135.00
 173–176 30.00
 D6 4.00
 D7 5.50
 D8 1.50
 D9 1.30
 D10 9.00
 D11 1.60
 D12 25.00
 D6–D12 7v 45.00
 F12 35.00
Ireland 

 102 55.00
 103 65.00
 104 50.00
 SG. 105–106 2.20
 107–108 4.50
 109–110 2.20
 111 1.20
 112 0.15
 112b 22.00
 112c 14.00
 113 6.50
 114 0.15
 115 5.50
 116 0.25

 117 0.15
 118 0.30
 119 1.00
 119b 0.40
 119c 0.25
 120 0.50
 121 0.25
 121b 0.75
 122 20.00
 111–122 14v 30.00
 123 14.00
 124 14.00
 125 20.00
 126–127 9.00
 128 1.00
 129–130 1.00
 131–132 1.00
 133–134 0.50
 135 0.50
 136–137 3.00
 138–139 2.00
 140 1.00
 141 1.00
 142 0.30
 142b 3.00
 143 0.30
 143a 3.00
 143b 1.30
 140–143b 7v 9.00
 144–145 1.50
 146–147 3.00
 148 0.50
 149–151 5.00
 D5 12.00
 D6 0.50
 D7 1.30
 D8 0.90
 D9 2.00
Jamaica 

 118–120 0.60
 121 0.65
 121b 1.10
 122 0.40
 122a 1.50
 123 0.40
 124 0.40
 124c 0.90
 124d 0.40
 125 3.00
 126 0.30
 126b 1.50
 126c 2.00
 127 0.30
 128 3.20
 128a 1.00
 129 0.30
 130 5.50
 121–130 14v 16.00
 131 11.00
 132 6.50
 132b 4.50
 132ba 4.50
 133 4.00
 133aa 6.50
 133a 20.00
 121–133a 18v 50.00
 134 0.10
 134a 5.00
 135 6.00
 135a 0.10
 136 0.10
 136a 1.10
 137 0.50
 137a 2.20
 138 0.60
 139 1.30
 140 1.10
 134–140 7v 3.50
 141 1.00
 SG. 141a 0.30
 142 3.00
 142a 0.30
 143–144 13.00
 145–148 1.20
 149–150 0.35
 151–152 0.35
K.U.T. 

 128–130 0.40
 131 1.50
 131a 0.10
 131ag 0.75
 131ai 2.50

 132 2.00
 133 0.75
 133a 1.40
 134 0.75
 134b 45.00
 135 0.10
 135c 1.60
 136 0.60
 137 10.00
 137a 2.50
 138 1.00
 139 12.00
 139a 20.00
 139b 3.20
 139ba 10.00
 140 0.60
 141 15.00
 141a 55.00
 141b 1.00
 142 0.60
 143 0.60
 144 7.50
 144b 40.00
 144c 45.00
 144d 17.50
 144e 4.50
 131a–144e 14v 16.50
 145 12.00
 145a 7.00
 145b 7.00
 145ba 17.50
 146 40.00
 146a 27.50
 146b 17.00
 147 15.00
 147a 30.00
 147ac 17.00
 148 50.00
 148a 17.00
 148b 17.00
 149 40.00
 149a 17.00
 149b 18.00
 150 175.00
 150a 14.00
 150ab 14.00
 150b 7.00
 131a–150b 20v 90.00
 151 0.50
 152 2.00
 153 1.30
 154 7.00
 154a 20.00
 155–156 0.20
 157–158 20.00
 159–162 1.10
 163–164 0.75
Kuwait 

 36 2.50
 38 2.50
 39 3.00
 41 4.00
 43 14.00
 44 8.00
 45 9.00
 46 7.00
 47 11.00
 36–47 9v 55.00
 48 3.00
 49 6.50
 50 30.00
 51w 45.00
 36–51w 13v 130.00
 52 1.25
 53 1.25
 54 1.25
 55 1.25
 SG. 56 1.25
 57 1.50
 58 1.50
 59 2.00
 60 2.00
 60a 4.50
 61 2.50
 62 3.00
 63 5.50
 52–63 13v 25.00
 64 1.25
 65 1.25
 66 1.25
 67 1.25
 68 1.25

 69 1.25
 70 1.25
 71 3.00
 64–71 8v 10.00
 72 3.25
 73 4.50
 73a 22.00
 64–73a 11v 35.00
 74–75 16.00
 76–79 1.75
 80–83 2.00
 84 1.00
 85 1.00
 86 1.00
 87 1.00
 88 1.00
 89 1.00
 84–89 6v 5.00
 90 9.00
 91 11.00
 92 18.00
 84–92 9v 40.00
Leeward Is. 

 92–94 0.80
 95 0.20
 95a 0.10
 96 0.50
 97 0.60
 98 4.50
 99 0.75
 99b 0.90
 99c 2.00
 100 0.15
 101 0.30
 102 0.60
 103 1.20
 103a 2.20
 104 0.40
 105 10.00 
 105a 0.25
 106 0.30
 107 11.00
 107a 0.15
 108 0.30
 109 10.00
 109a 4.50
 109b 6.00
 110 5.50
 110b 1.70
 110ba 8.50
 110bb 50.00
 95–110b 15v 10.00
 111 10.00
 111a 5.00
 111ab 5.00
 112 15.00
 112b 12.00
 112c 22.00
 113 70.00
 113b 50.00
 113c 40.00
 114 135.00
 114a 35.00
 114b 17.50
 114c 12.50
 95–114c 19v  70.00
 115–116 0.20
 117–118 3.00
 119–122 1.00
 123–124 0.50
Malaya Straits 

 275–277 2.10
 278 4.50
 279 7.50
 SG.280 11.00
 281 8.50
 282 4.00
 283 13.00
 284 5.00
 285 5.00
 286 15.00
 287 6.50
 288 6.50
 289 5.50
 290 6.50
 291 16.00
 292 10.00
 293 22.00
 294 0.60
 295 4.50
 296 35.00
 297 17.00

 298 4.00
 278–298 18v 120.00
M.P.Union 

 D1 7.00
 D6 12.00
 D7 1.75
 D8 4.00
 D9 2.20
 D10 5.00
 D11 15.00
 D12 40.00
 D13 4.00
B.M.A. Malaya 

 1 3.00
 1a 0.05
 1b 15.00
 2 3.50
 2a 0.05
 2b 7.50
 3 12.00
 4 2.75
 4a 5.00
 4b 10.00
 5 0.25
 6 12.00
 6a 0.10
 6b 8.00
 7 0.10
 7a 8.00
 8 5.00
 8a 0.15
 8b 3.50
 8c 5.50
 8d 10.00
 9 7.50
 10 0.60
 11 1.00
 12 20.00
 12a 0.25
 13 15.00
 13a 0.50
 13b 10.00
 14 0.35
 15 0.75
 16 1.00
 17 40.00
 18 2.50
 1–18 15v 50.00
Johore 

 130 8.00
 131–132 12.00
 133 0.30
 134 0.15
 134a 1.20
 135 0.80
 135a 12.00
 136 0.70
 136a 1.00
 137 0.70
 137a 0.50
 138 2.20
 138a 3.50
 139 0.50
 139a 4.00
 140 2.00
 141 1.50
 141a 0.70
 142 1.25
 142a 1.10
 142b 4.50
 143 3.20
 144 2.00
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Today, the 4d Black 
from the Cape of 
Good Hope merits 
just a footnote in the 
catalogue. But this 

stamp has generated much debate 
amongst philatelists as to how it 
came to exist.

Twelve copies have turned up to 
date and most of them are used. They 
were printed by Perkins Bacon on 
white paper with the double-lined 
anchor watermark and come from 
both Die A and Die B.

The stamp first appeared in 
December 1861 as an entry in the 
Alfred Potiquet catalogue for 1862 and 
there was a space for it in the Lallier 
printed album for that year. But by the 
mid 1860s, Count von Ferrary had 
dismissed it as a colour changeling.

In 1878 a Mr Herman Hirsch of 
Berlin presented a paper to the First 
Philatelic Congress of Great Britain. 
It is a rambling story involving a Mr 
Friedl of Vienna, Mr G. F............e of 
Berlin, an un-named French Aristocrat 
and the Governors of San Domingo 
and the Cape. From it emerges 
the idea that the Cape Postmaster 
General ordered 300 copies of the 
4d triangular in black as a mourning 
stamp for Prince Albert. Only eighty 
were sold and the bulk of the balance 
destroyed… except his one rare 
example which escaped the flames. 

This story did not stand up to 
scrutiny. Prince Albert died on 14 
December 1861. News of his death did 
not reach the Cape until 30 January 

Philatelic curiosities

1862. Any special mourning stamp 
would need to be ordered from Perkins 
Bacon in London and would not arrive 
until June or possibly July, meanwhile 
the stamp had already appeared in a 
catalogue and a printed album.

The Mr ‘G. F .............e’ named above 
may well be George Foure, unmasked 
as a notorious forger who specialised in 
colour changelings. But if he had faked 
Mr Hirsch’s copy, there are many others 
certified as genuine.

Given their undoubted London 
origin, many writers have suggested that 
they were proofs of some kind pressed 
into service when supplies of stamps 
were running low. But it is not clear 
why proofs in black would be needed so 
late in the day, when Perkins Bacon did 
not even send plate proofs of the stamps 
themselves. They were signed off by the 
Crown Agents.

In his book Behind the Stamp Album, 
T Todd suggests that they may have been 
produced in conjunction with Perkins 
Bacon’s experiments in perforation. But 
no such experiments took place. Perkins 
Bacon were approached by the Colony 
about perforating the triangular stamps 
but realised that the complexity and its 
associated costs would be prohibitive.

The idea of proofs being ‘pressed into 
service’ in the 1861 emergency is not 
convincing either. The misplacement of 
an entire delivery prompted the printing 
of ‘woodblocks’ by Saul Solomon in 
Capetown. But every aspect of this 
episode has been thoroughly researched 
and no-one has mentioned that proof 
copies in black were used as a stopgap. 

Stamp sidelines

David Bailey re-discovers a mystery 
stamp from the 1860s and comes up 

with an explanation that may shed new 
light on the curious variety

#21THE BLACK 
TRIANGULAR

And then there’s that catalogue and 
printed album. The stamps would have 
to get to Europe, be recognised, and 
then referred to the editors in time to go 
to press.

The Friday Stamps
Perkins Bacon’s orders for colonial stamps 
were far outweighed by the GB contract. 
They had to keep up with Britain’s 
growing appetite for stamps, while using a 
twenty-year-old technology. And there is 
evidence this is putting them under stress.

In 1858, Perkins Bacon began to work 
on 1d and 2d stamps with letters in all 
four corners. By 1862, they still did not 
have enough completed plates to start 
full production and the old 1d star plates 
were wearing out. So reserve plates 16 
and 17 were sent from Somerset House. 
Ionian Islands stamps of 1859 were 
printed on the wrong papers. The 1d blue 
appeared on paper watermarked ‘2’ and 
the 2d carmine on paper watermarked ‘1’.

The Cape Triangulars were printed on 
a Friday, probably alongside other colonial 
stamps. Some of these were black.

In 1862, the Cape contract was 
moved to De La Rue. In justification 
for this, the Crown Agents wrote to the 
Cape that ‘…their mode of conducting 
their establishment has been so lax and 
their negligence so great that the Agents-
General felt called upon some time ago 
to cease to employ them.’

It’s likely Black Triangulars were 
simply errors of colour that trickled 
into the system over time. And as such 
they surely deserve an ‘a’ or ‘b’ number 
instead of just a footnote.

Was the Black 

Triangular simply 

an error of colour?

From top: an 

example of the 

Black Triangular; 

the stamp sold 

by Warwick and 

Warwick in 2006, 

the last recorded 

sale of this stamp. 

It fetched £7,475
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Great Britain’s festive 
stamps are seen by 
millions of people 
around the world and 
it must prove quite a 

task to come up with different designs 
and themes each year. For 2017 Royal 
Mail have gone for classic appeal, with 
Santa Claus, a snowman family and, for 
its bi-annual religious Christmas issue, 
depictions of Mary and the infant Jesus.

Christmas is, of course, one of the 
happiest childhood memories for many 
of us and so it seems fitting that the 
artwork of primary school age pupils 
features on two of the stamps in this 
issue. Each features a starry night sky 
and strong use of primary colours 
with simple and eye-catching designs 
showing the perennially popular and 
instantly recognizable subjects of Santa 
Claus and snowmen.

Royal Mail uses a Christian 
Christmas theme every two years and 
for 2017 has gone for historic paintings 
of the Madonna and Child – again, 
easily recognizable and for many people 
all over the world, a symbol of what the 
festive season is all about, despite the 
encroachment of commercialism.

Madonna & Child
The eight Madonna & Child stamps 
feature six historic paintings of Mary 
and Jesus which show the pair in a 
variety of poses, with the mother of 
Jesus wearing her familiar headdress in 
all but one of the works of art. Each 
of the paintings presents a close bond 
between the mother and son, with the 
baby Jesus either nestling beside his 
mother or sleeping against her. 

Such depictions of Mary and Jesus 
were among the earliest works of art in 
Christian history and for more than a 
millennia there has been a demand for 
these paintings, which have appeared in 
prayer books, Bibles, on church walls 
and in museum and galleries around 
the world.

Comfort and cheer at
Christmas

 READER COMPETITION! 
For your chance to win a Christmas 2017 
presentation pack containing ten Christmas 
stamps, courtesy of Royal Mail, simply 
answer the following question:
On what date in January is Epiphany, or 
Three Kings Day, celebrated?
Just visit: http://stamp.cm/scmcomps

Winner will be picked at random from correct entries. 
Editor’s decision is final. Closing date 8 December, 2017.

GB Stamps

Royal Mail’s festive stamps are perhaps the most eagerly anticipated of the year. 
We take a detailed look at the twelve 2017 Christmas stamps which will 

adorn our mail on the run up to 25 December

For your chance to win a Christmas 2017 
presentation pack containing ten Christmas 
stamps, courtesy of Royal Mail, simply 
answer the following question:
On what date in January is Epiphany, or 
Three Kings Day, celebrated?
Just visit: http://stamp.cm/scmcomps

Winner will be picked at random from correct entries. 

WIN 
THE 

STAMPS!

The earliest paintings showed Mary 
and Jesus in close contact, but as the 
centuries passed, styles changed and a 
more formal approach was taken, with 
the infant Christ shown seated on a 

Depictions of the 

Madonna and Child 

have been seen on a 

variety of Christmas 

stamps over the years 

from both Britain and 

other countries around 

the world
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Madonna & child

Issue date: 7 November, 2017

Design: Royal Mail Group Ltd, 

based on initial concept ideas 

by Kate Stephens

Stamp size: 24mm x 28mm 

(standard); 34mm x 28mm (large)

Printer: De La Rue Security Print

Print process: Gravure

Perforations: 14.5 x 15

Phosphor: Bars as appropriate

Gum: Self-adhesive

1st: The Madonna and Child 

(1845) by William Dyce

1st Large: The Madonna and 

Child (1845) by William Dyce

2nd: Virgin and Child (c.1520) 

attributed to Gerard David

2nd Large: Virgin and  

Child (c.1520) attributed  

to Gerard David

£1.17: Virgin Mary with 

Child (detail) attributed to 

Quinten Massys

£1.40: The Small Cowper 

Madonna (detail) by Raphael

£1.57: The Sleep of the 

Infant Jesus (detail) by 

Giovanni Battista

£2.27: Saint Luke Painting 

the Virgin (detail) by Eduard 

Jakob von Steinle

Children’s design competition

Issue date: 7 November, 2017

Design: Royal Mail Group Ltd

Stamp size:  

24mm x 28mm (standard)

34mm x 28mm (large)

1st: Santa by Ted Lewis-Clark

1st Large: Santa  

 by Ted Lewis-Clark

2nd: Snowman family 

 by Arwen Wilson

2nd Large: Snowman family 

 by Arwen Wilson

Stamp details

throne. Artists in Byzantium returned 
to the earlier fashions in the medieval 
era, with more intimate portrayals in 
the form of icons, which would in turn 
influence well-known Renaissance artists.

A children’s Christmas
Since 1966, Royal Mail has encouraged 
children across the UK to design the 
nation’s Christmas stamps. The inaugural 
contest was followed by competitions in 
1981 and 2013, and this year’s version 
attracted more than 200,000 children 
whose entries fell into two age groups – 
4-7 years and 8-11 years. 

The initial judging took place in 
March and April then in May the 
Prince of Wales chose two winners from 
24 shortlisted entries: ten-year-old Ted 
Lewis Clark with a Santa drawing, and 
nine-year-old Arwen Wilson with a 
depiction of a snowman family. 

Perhaps not surprisingly, both Santa 
and snowmen designs have featured in 
each of the previous children’s festive 
Christmas competitions from Royal Mail.

Product portfolio
The shortlisted entries also provided 
inspiration for the presentation pack 

CHRISTMAS STAMPS

The stamps from 

the children’s design 

competition are available 

in both standard and 

large format

which contains a card with themes 
which came through on the subject of 
what Christmas means, as shown on 
artwork entries for children. Among 
the ideas were decorating the Christmas 
tree, nativity play rehearsals, waiting for 
Santa Claus, Christmas crackers and 
spending time with family and friends.

The children’s Christmas presentation 
pack includes two separate cards. The 
first has the eight Madonna & Child 
stamps enclosed and contains an insight 
into the depiction of the Madonna & 
Child written by Dr Beth Williamson 
of the University of Bristol. The other 
card contains the four children’s design 
competition stamps.

The Madonna & Child presentation 
pack has a card containing the Madonna 
and Child stamps, the reverse of which 
explains the origins of the depiction of 
the Madonna and Child in art, and how 
this changed over the centuries. 

The festive theme continues with 
the miniature sheet, which includes all 
twelve Christmas stamps from the set 
cancelled with either a Tallents House 
or Bethlehem, Llandeilo postmark. 
The sheet comes with an illustrated 
information card that explores the 
depiction of the Madonna and Child 
through the ages, as well as providing 
a history of Royal Mail’s long-standing 
tradition of inviting children to design 
Christmas stamps. Also included are a 
selection of the shortlisted designs. 

A generic sheet for each of the two 
sets of stamps is also available, as well 
as a set of thirteen postcards featuring 
enlarged images of each of the stamps. 
Three different postmarks complete the 
Christmas 2017 portfolio: a snowflake 
(Tallents House, Edinburgh); a 
Christmas star (Bethlehem, Llandeilo); 
and a non-pictorial postmark for 
Bethlehem, Llandeilo.
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ANDREW PROMOTING PHILATELY ON 
THE ALAN TITCHMARSH SHOW ITV

Dear Colleague, 
For the fi rst time, in this open letter, I’m going to give you the 
thinking, the ‘mindset’ if you will, of how and why my stamp 
auction thrives where others do not... 

As many of you will attest. At certain ‘peak’ times in our auction ‘cycle,’ I personally 
answer the telephone to callers. It’s a wonderfully enjoyable and rewarding thing for me to 
do, because, you kindly inform me of your likes and dislikes, about us, and other auctions 
that you may have dealt with before discovering U P A... 

One of the most common ‘threads’ that I have learnt from You, and from other 
Dealers and Auctioneers, is simply ‘how does U P A do it?’ How is it that we have 

become the largest Stamp Auction in the UK and almost the largest globally? 
How can we afford to expend more upon advertising worldwide than most 
dealers sell in a year? Simply put: How can we afford to offer more and charge 
less – indeed – how can we afford to offer more and charge you no extra w-h-a-
t-s-o-e-v-e-r ??

The fundamental reason why is because, unlike others, everything we 
do is Driven by You.. Over the course of the past 17 years I have discovered 

that combining this ‘bottom-up’ thinking with offering simply MASSIVE Philatelic 
Choice – permits us to offer you a Unique Collector-Driven Stamp Auction 

Experience. Think about it: whilst the rest of our philatelic industry works ‘top-
down’ – issuing diktats, regulation, charges and fees, and few guarantees – ever 

increasingly we throw these off encouraged by more and more collectors joining us, who 
crucially continue to participate in auction after auction... rewarding us by their loyalty, 
enriching their collections... enabling us, in turn, to reward them.

...So that, when you inform us that You don’t like ‘X’ (extra shipping and insurance 
charges), and You dislike ‘Y’ (paying credit card charges) and you positively abhor paying 
‘Z’ – up to 25% buyer’s premiums... (particularly when you may realise that you are possibly 
or probably paying a buyer’s premium upon that dealer’s own stamps that they are selling 
to You)... we take that valuable knowledge you’ve imparted and ‘dial’ it back into our auction 
system, not purely for your benefi t BUT for our mutual benefi t because over the 17 years 
that U P A has been auctioning I have discovered that if we have enough participating 
bidders in our auctions we can offer you a radically superior service and a radically  diff erent 
deal than others...

Discover the Di� erence

  
Philately Understood

bidders in our auctions we can offer you a 
deal than others

UPA_THE DIFFERENCE SPREAD MASTER var.indd   2 25/07/2017   13:25:20p036_scmdec2017.indd   36 27/10/2017   15:31
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To me it is logical that when you confi gure your auction to really give 
collectors what they seek, mixing in a unique reducing-estimate-auction system, 
blended with hundreds and thousands of simply massive philatelic choice – 
these are the reasons why more Collectors bid in my U P A auctions than 
any other auction in the UK and almost all others globally. Consider that 
each U P A auction adds up to 250 different new bidders when most stamp 
auctions only have a few hundred bidders TOTAL – the SCALE of Your 
SUPPORT permits us to ‘square’ the circle so that, hopefully, we can offer 
collectors like you True Philatelic  VAL-YOU for Money...

How can you help? Simply by participating regularly in our 
auctions permits us to give back, producing the most expensive and 
the best post-free auction catalogues you may ever receive whilst staying in 
business. Your continued support is powering our new Loyalty Post-Free System. So, 
all that I would respectfully ask and encourage you to do – is join the 2,233 different 
Collectors and Dealers from 55 different countries worldwide, who participated in my 
last auction U P A #67, creating new philatelic world records of participation and in 
some cases of realisations – whilst an astonishing 90% of bidders were successful... and 
those lots that remained unsold carried forward at  ever decreasing estimate and reserve 
thereby creating the nucleus of this auction with a ‘sprinkling’ of more than 8,000 new 
lots of absolutely extraordinary NEW material... whereby, ultimately collectors like You 
determine values, not catalogues…

My wife and I, and members of our super Team, wish you Happy Hunting and 
great Philatelic Fun. With thanks for Your continued support. Please do tell your 
Philatelic Friends. They’ll receive the best Philatelic Thank You for joining us and you’ll 
be rewarded too! 

A
Andrew McGavin, Managing Director
Universal Philatelic Auctions UPA,

Simply – telephone one of my Team on 01451 861111 to request Your 
NEXT FREE 9th January 2018 U P A Catalogue NOW… OR turn to one 
of my 1st £55 Auction Winnings FREE coupon pages in this magazine, 
visit www.upastampauctions.co.uk to view/bid on-line OR request your 
340 page, 1 kg catalogue on-line, mailed quickly so you can test my 
auction without spending a penny, … Join 2,233 bidders, 90% 
successful, in my last auction. Start Bidding and winning now…

REQUEST MY ‘TIPSOF THE TRADE’ FREE BOOKLET
UNIVERSAL PHILATELIC AUCTIONS (SCM 12/17) 
4 The Old Coalyard, West End Northleach, Glos. GL54 3HE UK 

Tel: 01451 861111 • Fax: 01451 861297 
www.upastampauctions.co.uk   info@upastampauctions.co.uk

the best post-free auction catalogues you may ever receive whilst staying in 
business. Your continued support is powering our new Loyalty Post-Free System. So, 
all that I would respectfully ask and encourage you to do – is join the 2,233 different 

To me it is logical that when you confi gure your auction to really give 
collectors what they seek, mixing in a unique reducing-estimate-auction system, 
blended with hundreds and thousands of simply massive philatelic choice – 

each U P A auction adds up to 250 different new bidders when most stamp 

collectors what they seek, mixing in a unique reducing-estimate-auction system, 

To Collect
Your NEXT
£15 
20,000± lot
Auction 
Catalogue 

Request 
Yours

UPA_THE DIFFERENCE SPREAD MASTER var.indd   3 25/07/2017   13:25:24p037_scmdec2017.indd   37 30/10/2017   09:57
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GB Gems

In our regular GB guide we present a fact file and condensed history of an affordable classic; 
and why, as a beginner, you should add at least one example to your collection

The stamps we hope to 
persuade you to add 
to your GB Gems 
Affordable Classic 
Collection this month 

are the definitive ½d issues of George 
VI. We selected these stamps, not only 
because they are the least expensive 
definitives of this monarch, but also 
because they are generally agreed 
to be among the most handsome 
photogravure designs; and we hope 
that owning them will stimulate your 
enthusiasm for buying every definitive 
issued in this short but tumultuous 
reign. Even in mint condition, all can 
be had at prices well within the range 
of a modest collector. 

What’s so special about these stamps? 
George VI’s reign began under at 
least three clouds. His elder brother’s 
(Edward VIII’s) abdication had thrust 
the reluctant royal onto the throne. 
One of the reasons for his not wanting 

King George VI 

to become king was that, having a 
pronounced stammer, he experienced 
great discomfort when making the sort 
of public speeches required as part of 
his royal duties. Thirdly, Edward VIII’s 
short-lived stamp issues of 1936 had 
been poorly received by the stamp 
using public. Hopes of improvements 
in design and appearance were not 
expected. Fortunately the new stamps, 
with the ½d green in the vanguard, 
brought much needed approval. Here 
is a typical judgement by a provincial 
newspaper, the Sunderland Echo, on 
previewing the new definitives: ‘Artists 
have at last come into their own in the 
production of stamp issues for the new 
reign. From the front rank of British 
designers, Eric Gill has contributed 
much to the definitives; with the 
Royal Fine Arts Commission and the 
Council for Art in Industry also making 
helpful suggestions. Gill’s design has the 
merit of simplicity, without the severe 
plainness of the Edward VIII stamp 

No.11
GB GEMS

issued at the beginning of September 
1936. The framework of symbols and 
words is both charming and elegant. 
The crown immediately over the King’s 
head instead of at the side is now much 
better placed.’

Optimism about the forthcoming 
reign spread rapidly from the new 
stamps, which were accompanied a few 
days later by the delightful Coronation 
commemorative, to embrace King and 
Queen in a burst of admiration – much 
to the relief of the Government and the 
Post Office.  

Why were these stamps issued in 1937, 
1941 and 1951? 
New definitives for a new monarch 
had become the established tradition 
after five reigns. The 1937 values 
issued first were the ½d, 1d and 2½d 
in green, scarlet and ultramarine; the 
same colours as those used for these 
definitive values in George V’s reign, 
and for the sole ½d green of Edward 

1951 ½d to 2½d used 

on a neat registered 

FDC with a hand-

painted ilustration of 

the Tower of London. 

North Farnborough c.d.s. 

cancels, fi ne. Realised 

£70 in a 2014 Grosvenor 

Philatelic Auction

In this group you can 

compare the green of 

1937 with the pale 

green of 1941

1937 fi ne mint ½d green

Photogravure de� nitive halfpenny
issues of 1937, 1941 and 1951
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Essential info

AN INTRODUCTION TO A CLASSIC GB STAMP

Issue dates:  
10 May 1937 for the ½d green
1 September 1941 for ½d pale green
3 May 1951 for the ½d orange 

Reign: King George VI

Interesting facts:
The 1937 commemorative stamp 
issued to mark the Coronation 
depicted King George alongside 
his wife, Queen Elizabeth; the first 
time any living person other than 
the monarch had appeared on a 
British stamp. Something similar 
happened in 1940 when George 
VI accompanied Queen Victoria 
on the commemorative issued to 
mark the centenary of the world’s 
first adhesive postage stamp. A 
third pairing occurred in 1948 
when George VI and Elizabeth 
celebrated their Royal Silver 
Wedding with stamp issues.

Higher Prices: 
Rarities such as imperforate 
definitives and tête-bêche pairs 
have reached £1,000 to several 
thousand. Grosvenor Philatelic 
Auctions have hosted a number of 
such sales in the past.

Starter Prices:
An hour spent browsing ebay 
and carefully examining sales 
lot images will reward you with 
unmounted mint examples of the 
definitive ½d issues at around 
£1 each. Examples of misplaced 
watermarks can be picked up for 
around £3 for a fine used stamp.

VIII. In wartime 1941, dire ink 
shortages encouraged the Post Office to 
make savings by using less printing ink, 
resulting in the paler or lighter shades of 
green, scarlet and ultramarine seen on 
the definitives of that year.  

1951’s bewildering colour changes, 
and the public annoyance they caused 
when the ½d value switched to pale 
orange, the 1d to light ultramarine and 
the 2½d to pale scarlet, was summed 
up by this Aberdeen Evening Express 
report one week after the new issues 
went on sale: ‘Everywhere people 
are complaining about the changes 
in colour of our postage stamps. It 
is only too easy to confuse the old 
red penny stamp with the new red 
twopenny-halfpenny; the old brown 
penny-halfpenny with the new brown 
twopenny; and the other colours have 
been equally juggled about. Business 
houses handling sheets of the new 
stamps simultaneously with the old 
have to be particularly careful; and post 
office workers also find it hard to adjust 
to the change.’

Coming at a time when we have 
the special Festival of Britain issue in 
circulation these changes may seem to 
benefit nobody but international stamp 
dealers. But this was not done to boost 
philately, as some people think. Britain 
was simply coming into line with the 
recommendations for standardizing 
stamp colours made by the Universal 
Postal Union, which held its last 
congress in Paris in 1947. 

How many varieties are  
there in the ½d issues? 
In addition to colour changes covered 
above, look out for inverted and sideways 
watermarks. Tête-bêche horizontal pairs 
and imperforate pairs were found in the 
1941 and 1951 issues.

Top: 1951 ½d pale orange booklet 

pane of six; all with inverted 

watermarks. Recently offered on 

ebay.com by tb.trading for £6 

Above: 1941 ½d pale green 

imprimatur pair, watermark 

upright with sheet margin at 

right; backstamped ‘’N/P/

IMPRIMATUR’’. Very fine with 

full gum (unmounted). Realised 

£1500 in a 2014 Grosvenor 

Philatelic Auction. Note: in 
philately the word IMPRIMATUR 
refers to the first stamps printed 
from an approved and finished 
printing plate. It is Latin for ‘let it 
be printed’

Right: 1951 ½d pale orange, 

imperforate vertical pair. Fine mint, 

lightly toned and with a large part 

original gum. Realised £900 in a 

2014 Grosvenor Philatelic Auction

1941 ½d pale green variety, 

imperforate on three sides. 

A used pair with inverted 

watermark, from a booklet 

pane. The left stamp is cut into, 

and has a few imperfections at 

foot. Wavy line cancel. Realised 

£450 in a 2008 Grosvenor 

Philatelic Auction

Block of four 1937 ½d green with inverted 

watermarks (image courtesy of Wigan 

Stamps & Postcards)
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www.mintgbstamps.co.uk 
email: sales@mintgbstamps.co.uk

Mint G.B. Stamps Ltd
Unit 2 Lok ‘n’ Store, 1-4 Carousel Way, Riverside, Northampton, NN3 9HG

Tel: 01604 406371 Mobile: 07851 576398

The only retailer of just unmounted GB material from 1840-1970, 
if you want perfection you should be talking to us. 

We specialise in shades/ listed and unlisted varieties/ watermark 
varieties and cylinder blocks and have comprehensive stocks of all 

basic SG listed items from single stamps to full sheets.

MGB0415XF.indd   1 4/9/2015   1:59:26 PMMint GB SCM Dec17.indd   1 27/10/2017   13:24p040_scmdec2017.indd   40 27/10/2017   15:32
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www.jerseystamps.com
Email: stamps@jerseypost.com  Tel: +44(0) 1534 516320

 www.facebook.com/jerseystamps   @JerseyStamps

Stamps, Miniature Sheets and Souvenir Sheetlets are 
also available as First Day Covers and in Presentation Packs.
Visit the website to see our full range and to order online.

Free postage 
and packing for 

Subscription 
Customers!

Open your 
account today A Traditional Christmas

Issue date: 20 November 2017

HM Queen Elizabeth II  
and HRH Prince Philip’s  
Platinum Wedding Anniversary 
Issue date: 3 November 2017

Commemorative Jersey Stamps
The latest issues from Jersey Post

p041_scmdec2017.indd   41 26/10/2017   15:43



Around the islands

A Traditional Christmas
JERSEY

Festive stamps depicting two 
popular Christmas carols are to 
be issued by Guernsey Post on 8 
November. Illustrated by artist 
Keith Robinson, the Christmas 

stamps for Guernsey and Alderney tell 
the stories behind the carols ‘Good King 
Wenceslas’ (Guernsey) and ‘The Holly & the 
Ivy’ (Alderney) and feature some of the lyrics.

Based on the legend of Wenceslas I, 
Duke of Bohemia from 921, The Reverend 
Doctor Neale, in collaboration with Thomas 
Helmore, wrote the lyrics to ‘Good King 
Wenceslas’, which contain a message about 
being charitable at Christmas. 

‘Good King Wenceslas’ tells the story of 
a Bohemian king who is known for his acts 
of kindness and who braves the harsh winter 

weather to give alms to a poor peasant on the 
Feast of Stephen on 26 December. During 
the journey, his servant is about to give up 
the struggle against the cold weather, but 
finds the strength to continue by following 
the King’s footprints. 

The well-known melody and lyrics for 
‘The Holly and the Ivy’ were first published 
in 1911, in a collection of English carols by 
Cecil Sharp.

Bridget Yabsley, head of philatelic at 
Guernsey Post said: ‘These beautiful stamps 
remind us that Christmas carols have been 
part of our festive tradition since the Middle 
Ages.  It’s wonderful to see two much 
loved carols featured on our Guernsey and 
Alderney stamps this year, as the tradition of 
carol singing remains ever popular.’

42 DECEMBER 2017

Stamp 
details

A Traditional Christmas

Issue date: 20 November 2017
Design: © Jersey Post 
Limited 2017
Illustrations: Ruth Palmer
Printer: Cartor Security 
Printing, offset lithography 
Stamp die size: 30mm deep x 
40mm wide

Stamp details
Guernsey – Good King Wenceslas

Issue date: 8 November 2017
Design: Keith Robinson
Perforations: simulated
Printer: Southern Colour Print, 
offset lithography
Stamp size: 40mm deep x 30mm wide

Alderney – The Holly and the Ivy

Issue date: 8 November 2017
Design: Keith Robinson
Perforations: 13 x 13.25
Printer: Southern Colour Print, 
offset lithography
Stamp size: 40mm deep x 30mm wide

Classic carols from Guernsey and Alderney

p42 Islands.indd   42 27/10/2017   15:05



NEW STAMPS FROM GUERNSEY, ISLE OF MAN & JERSEY
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The Isle of Man’s Christmas 
stamps for 2017 feature a visual 
interpretation of the traditional 
seasonal song ‘The Twelve Days 
of Christmas’. 

Designed by artist Catherine Rowe, The 
Twelve Days of Christmas issue consists of 
twelve illustrated 1st Class stamps, with each 
stamp representing one of the verses in the 
song, from ‘twelve drummers drumming’ to the 
familiar ‘partridge in a pear tree’.

Catherine Rowe, who studied illustration at The 
Cambridge School of Art, said: ‘I wanted to bring 
a strong earthy, Celtic theme into the project, 
reflecting the Manx history and traditions. The 
designs all have a small nod towards the Island’s 
heritage – be it the three armoured legs or Manx 
tartan. The colour pallet is bold and striking, yet 
to give that traditional Christmas warmth as well 
as a natural and earthy feel.

‘Producing this many images in a set was 
very challenging for me, to get all of the 
colours to work well together required a lot of 
experimenting and trial and error! Luckily I 

‘� e Twelve Days of Christmas’

ersey Post’s seasonal stamps for 2017 
look back on times gone by when we 
didn’t have computers and mobile 
phones, ‘when families wore their 
Sunday best for Christmas dinner and 
festive patterned jumpers were worn in 
a non-ironic way’. The eight nostalgic 

stamps take us back to the 1950s and 1960s and 
depict a traditional festive activity. 

On the 43p value we see a jolly family 
bringing home the Christmas tree. Artificial trees 
were widely available by the 1950s but there 
is nothing more Christmassy than the smell of 
a real fir or pine and many people will recall 
venturing out to choose their tree.

The next step towards a traditional Christmas 
is, of course, decorating the Christmas tree as 
seen on the 49p stamp. Brightly coloured glass 
balls and shimmering tinsel garlands adorned 
the Christmas trees of the 1950s and 1960s. 

Tinsel has started to go out of fashion in recent 
years, branded garish and kitsch, but for many 
it will always be associated with decorating the 
childhood Christmas tree.

One of the most exciting Christmas rituals 
is that of hanging a stocking over the fireplace 
on Christmas Eve in the hope that Father 
Christmas will fill it with gifts, as shown on the 
55p value. It is also traditional for children to 
leave a mince pie out for Father Christmas and 
a carrot for his reindeer.

Carol singing still takes place today, but it 
was a larger part of the Christmas festivities 
in the late 1950s and early 1960s and can be 
seen on the 63p stamp, while the 73p shows 
a mother and her two children making the 
Christmas cake on ‘Stir up Sunday’, the last 
Sunday before Christmas. 

You will often hear children of the 1950s 
and 1960s reminisce that the Christmases 

of their childhood were colder than they are 
today and that winter was nearly always a 
time for snowballs, sledging and building 
snowmen. The 79p stamp shows the two 
children having fun adding a scarf and pieces 
of coal to their snowman.

Commercial television didn’t appear in the 
United Kingdom until the mid-1950s, which 
meant that children were not bombarded with 
advertisements for the latest toys as is so often 
the case today, so it’s the giving and exchanging 
of gifts which is seen on the 90p stamp.

Finally, the traditional nativity play make an 
appearance on the £1.07 value. School nativities 
with modern character portrayals have evolved 
over the years, and many parents watch the play 
via their mobile phones as they film the event, 
but one thing has stayed the same: you are 
guaranteed to spot a proud parent shed a tear as 
they watch their child on stage.

ISLE OF MAN

Stamp details
Issue Date: 19 October 2017
Images: Catherine Rowe
Design: EJC Design
Perforations: 14
Printer: Lowe Martin, offset lithography
Stamp size: 32 x 32mm

J

had the pleasure of working alongside the very 
talented designers at the Isle of Man Post Office 
who were wonderfully helpful in their infinite 
stamp-making wisdom. The project has been a 
wonderfully exciting process and I am thrilled 
with the results and the thought of my miniature 
works travelling all around the world.’

Maxine Cannon, General Manager, Isle of 
Man Stamps & Coins, added: ‘Catherine has 
created a vibrant visual interpretation of the well-
known Christmas song, combining a modern 

illustrative style with traditional feel and colours. 
The way she has weaved Manx elements into 
the stamps makes them unique and distinctive, 
and they will brighten up the envelope of every 
Christmas card you send this year.’

The stamps are accompanied by stamp sheets, 
with gummed and self-adhesive options; a four-
page presentation pack folder holding a mint 
set of the stamps; a first day cover; a decorative 
sheetlet with album; and a Christmas card 
featuring the stamp designs.
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Order Guernsey & Alderney stamps online at  www.guernseystamps.com  

or by telephone on +44 (0) 1481 716486      Facebook/guernsey.philatelic

GUERNSEY ALDERNEY STAMPS - NOVEMBER ISSUES

ORDER ONLINE AT WWW.GUERNSEYSTAMPS.COM

Stories from the Great War Part 4
NEW ISSUE: Set of six stamps: £4.06 
Issue date: 11th November 2017

£4.06
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Also available: 
First Day Cover: £5.26 Presentation Pack: £4.96
Prestige Booklet £16.24 Sheets of 10: £40.60
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NEW ISSUE: Set of six stamps: £4.06 
Issue date: 8th November 2017

70th Wedding Anniversary 
of HM The Queen and HRH 
The Duke of Edinburgh

Also available: 
First Day Cover: £5.26 
Presentation Pack: £4.96
Sheets of 10: £40.60

Also available: 
First Day Cover: £5.65 
Presentation Pack: £5.35 Sheets of 10: £44.50

Good King Wenceslas
NEW ISSUE: Set of seven stamps: £4.45 
Issue date: 8th November 2017

 £44.50

Alderney: The Holly and the Ivy
NEW ISSUE: Set of 7 Stamps £4.45 
Issue date: 8th November 2017

Set of 7 Stamps £4.45
2017

Also available: 
First Day Cover: £5.65 
Presentation Pack:£5.35 Sheets of 10: £44.50

Alderney: The Holly and the Ivy
NEW ISSUE:
Issue date: 8th NovemberORDERTODAY!
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GB stamps

Between 1854 and 1858, Britain’s 1d and 2d stamps went through a process of continuous 
development. The perforations, dies, inks and papers all changed but, due to the pressures of 

production, these changes were not introduced in a neat, orderly sequence. So these stamps can 
be confusing, especially for a new collector. David Bailey makes matters a little clearer

Following
 THE STARS

The perforations
After fifteen months of argument, the 
Treasury agreed a price for Archer’s 
patents and commissioned five perforating 
machines from David Napier and Sons. 
These steam-driven perforators were 
installed at Somerset House. They 
perforated five sheets at a time and each 
one could produce up to 3,000 sheets per 
day. They were comb perforators, which 
perforated the top and both sides of a 
stamp simultaneously and each sheet made 
21 strokes in 21 positions as the sheets 
moved though the machine. Initial trials 
were successful and British stamps were 
officially perforated from 28 January 1854.

The initial gauge of sixteen was, 
however, too fine for daily use and the 
sheets came apart while being handled. 
This was solved by coarsening the gauge 
slightly to fourteen holes per 2cms. 
Throughout 1855, stamps were being 
produced with both gauges. So the next 
two modifications appear in stamps 
with both perforations. 

The dies
By 1854, the old original die had done 
fourteen years’ service, producing 204 
printing plates and fourteen reserve 
plates. It was starting to show signs of 
wear, so the printers got permission 
to make a new one, with a stronger, 
deeper image, which would allow them 
to print more stamps from each plate.

The first attempt at a new die was 
rejected. No proofs have survived but 
it was considered to be too dissimilar 
to the original. So Perkins Bacon 
took a flat impression from Die 1 and 
commissioned William Humphreys to 
re-engrave it. The result was approved. 
Plates made from the new die were being 
used by February 1855 and continued 
throughout the line engraved era. 

The two dies are sufficiently different 
to enable even heavily cancelled stamps 

to be told apart. In the diadem, there 
are differences in the shapes of the 
stones and the depth of shading. Die II 
has three clear lines in the hair at the 
top of the head. The profile is clearer 
and more deeply drawn, especially the 
nose and mouth, and the face looks 
altogether fuller and more mature.

The watermarks
The small crown watermarks were all 
made by hand, by twisting small pieces 
of brass wire. This was time-consuming. 
And although the watermark was 
intended as a security device, it was 
often too small to show up easily. The 
large crown watermark that replaced it 
was stamped out of brass sheets, and 
it’s so distinctive you may not need a 

Above: the fi rst 

perforated stamp, 

on blued paper, 

Die 1, perf 16

When comparing Die 

1 (above) and Die 2 

(right), note the heavier 

lines in Die 2, the 

presence of one short 

line and two long lines 

in the hair and the 

detail around the nose 

Above: the fi rst 

The fi rst perforated 2ds come in dark blue and pale blue: a subtle 

distinction, but it’s there

SG 21: the fi rst appearance of Die 2, in Perf 16 

and with the small crown watermark

The introduction of Perf 14. First on stamps with 

Die 1, then with Die 2
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watermark detector to sort large from 
small. Production started in December 
1844 and stamps with the new 
watermark appeared from May 1855. 
But there were still substantial stocks of 
the small watermark sheets to use up, so 
both types were issued during that year.

The papers
Up until November 1856, the paper 
shows a bluish tinge. This is generally 
attributed to the presence of prussiate 
of potash, or potassium ferrocyanide, 
in the ink. This was added to make the 
ink fugitive and therefore to prevent 
chemical cleaning of the postmark. 
During 1856, the formulation of the 
ink was changed, either by adding a 
neutralising agent or finding some 
other solvent. But the back of the paper 
is now cream or white. This marks 
a major break in the listing of these 
stamps but is, in fact, the result of an 
ongoing process of refinement.

The inks and shades
During 1856 and 1857, a great deal of 
experimentation went on to eliminate 
the bluing and establish a consistent 
colour for the stamps. Many of the 
variations produced were short-lived 
and much studied by specialists, but the 
major shades are listed as SG29 to 33 for 
blued paper and SG37 to 39 for white. 
The only difficult shade on blue paper is 
the plum; a deep red brown on heavily 
blued paper is often mistaken for this, so 
talk to a specialist before you buy.

The experimentation came to and end 
in April 1857, when the shade of the 1d 
stamp was officially changed from red 
brown to rose red, and this formulation 
provided a high degree of colour 
consistency for both the future penny 
stars and the 1d plates that followed.

Plates and alphabets
Plate numbering from Die 1 runs from 
1 to 204. Then with Die II the numbers 
start again. Obviously, no actual figures 
appear on the plate, but generations 
of philatelists have produced a mass 
of literature on the variations that 
distinguish one from another.

When each plate was made, the 
check letters were hammered into the 
corners using slender punches. Three 
sets of punches were used in all and 
these are known as Alphabets 1, 2 and 
3. Then in 1861, 1d plates 50 and 51 
were engraved by hand. These letters 
are known as Alphabet 4.

Fortunately, the changes in the 
alphabets usually coincide with changes 
in the die, paper or watermark etc, so the 
general collector need not be aware of 
them. However, there are two exceptions.

In the 1d stamps, it’s SG 42 with 
the hand-entered Alphabet 4, instead 
of punches from Alphabet 3 (SG 37 to 
41). These are larger than Alphabet 3 
and frequently heavier all round. The 
serifs in particular are more prominent 
and often irregularly shaped. If in 
doubt, check any spare copies of SG 40. 
Most collectors have a few of these.

In the 2d stamps, SG 34 is printed 
from Plate 5, which uses Alphabet 2. 
SG 35 is printed from Plate 6 with 
Alphabet 3. Telling them apart is 
complicated by the fact that there was 
more than one punch for each letter 
in the set. Also, the final form of the 
letters was dictated by the angle of the 
punch to the plate when the stroke was 
applied. Even so, the letters of Alphabet 
2 are noticeably shorter and squarer 
than the tall, thin letters from Alphabet 
3. Another distinguishing mark is the 
width of the lines at top and bottom. 
They are thicker in Plate 5 than Plate 6. 

The shades of paper also help; plate 6 is 
generally on white. You can also look at 
other stamps that can only be from one 
plate. For Plate 5, these are SG 20a, 
23a or 27, while Plate 6 also printed 
SG 36a. That should settle things.

The return of Perf 16
The pin sets of Perf 16 were not thrown 
away when the perforation gauge 
changed. And in 1857, it re-appeared 
on first the 1d, then the 2d stamps. 
Some say the older set was used by 
mistake; others that all the Perf 14 
gauges were out of commission for 
various reasons. It is estimated that the 
older set was in use for around four 
months between late 1857 and spring 
1858, which tends to support the 
latter explanation. If it was installed by 
mistake, it would have been seen and 
corrected very quickly, and these stamps 
would be even rarer than they are.

How far should you go?
The Gibbons/Davo album has 
four spaces for the 1d stars. The 
GB section of the old Imperial has 
eighteen. The Gibbons Concise 
catalogue lists 29 basic stamps, while 
specialists recognise dozens more. 

At first, the differences between plates 
and alphabets can be hard to distinguish 
– the examples shown here are typical 
of the stamps you will encounter in the 

field. But the key is, as always, 
experience and familiarity with 
the series as a whole.

So check out displays 
at exhibitions, talk to 
knowledgeable dealers or 
browse some specialist 
auction lots, and see 
where a study of the 
stars leads you.

Above: the re-

introduction of Perf 

16 produced two rare 

stamps. When buying, 

check that the paper is 

clearly whiter than in 

previous Perf 16 stamps 

and that the 2d is on 

Plate 6, with thinner lines 

and taller letters

Below: SG 42 features 

hand cut check letters, 

which are generally 

larger, heavier and 

more irregular than the 

punched letters of SG40, 

as you see in the letter F

SG 27 is from Plate 5, with the large crown watermark and Perf 16. 

The blueing shows on the front of the stamp as well as the black

SG 34 and 35 are both on the same paper. But note the thicker lines and squatter letters on 

stamp P I (left, plate 5) when compared with stamp N L (right, plate 6). Look also at the left 

hand stars. In plate 5, the rays in the 8 o’clock position are always weak or missing altogether. 

This is not the case for plate 6
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PO Box 10494, Grantham, Lincolnshire,     
NG31 0HS, United Kingdom                                                

01476 594698

BILL BARRELL LTD
'Two Die or not Two Die'

DIE 1/DIE 2 REFERENCE PAIR. Die 1 plate 166 (RA) very fine
used (SG17), Die 2 plate 9 (QG) good to fine used (SG21), both

small crown 16. £55.00

DIE 1/DIE 2 REFERENCE PAIR. Die 1 plate 166 (MB) small
crown 16 (SG17), Die 2 plate 9 (FH) large crown 14 (Spec C6),

both imperfections. £25.00

DIE 1/DIE 2 REFERENCE PAIR. Die 1 plate 166 (MI) superb
used (SG17), Die 2 plate 9 (FF) very fine used (SG21), both small

crown 16. £75.00

DIE 1/DIE 2 REFERENCE PAIR. Die 1 plate 171 (QG) small
crown 16 (SG17), Die 2 plate 9 (DF) large crown 14 (Spec C6),

both faults. £22.50

Distinguishing between the two dies of the GB 1d red is the first major step in sorting ones'
Penny Reds. We have an excellent selection of  'DIE REFERENCE PAIRS' - 1 stamp from each 

die, we offer 4 such pairs here, others available. Items offered subject unsold.

1856 Letter used in
Scotland with

combination of Die 1 
and Die 2 - Die 1

reserve plate 2 small
crown 14 (MA)

(SG22) & Die 2 plate 
4 large crown 14
(Spec C6) (RL)

backstamped JA 31
1856. Rare £400.00
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BILL BARRELL LTD

1857 plate 37 (SA)
transitional shade (Spec
C9 (3). Most attractive
dated example. £95.00

1857 Plate 38 pale red
transitional shade (LL)

(Spec C9(3). Dated piece.
£25.00

1861 alphabet IV
plates 50 & 51

matched pair (DA)
(SG42) £35.00

1857 Plate 36 matched
pair perf 16 (SG36) &
perf 14 (SG40) (HE)

£55.00

The "Penny stars" offer the collector an unrivaled area of interest which rewards care and study.
We are leading experts in this field with an exceptional stock including literature and excellent

knowledge. Emquiries from collectors at all levels are most welcome. 

1856 Blued Paper Issues

1856 Plate 27 (AD) major
re-entry red brown on

blued paper (SG29). RPS
Cert. £55.00

1856 Die 2 brown-rose shade
(SG32) (CH) imperfections but

good example of the shade. £5.00

1856 Pale brown-rose (SG32) on 
envelope Cambridge to Bakwell. 

Plate 38 (GC) off-centre but
superb shade. £35.00

1857 Transitional Issue -  best purchased on 1857 dated pieces.

1857 White paper issues.

1857 plate 47 (NC) pale red 
on transitional paper (Spec
C9 (3). Dated piece. £35.00
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During the first thirty years 
of adhesive stamp sales 
in Great Britain (1840 to 
1870) only two values, 
the ONE PENNY and 

TWO PENCE, were needed for use on 
the several billion inland letters weighing 
up to one ounce that passed through the 
mails in those decades.

Given the volatility and ever upward 
spiralling cost of posting a letter today, 
the Victorian figures sound remarkable. 
They should not, however, be interpreted 
as customer satisfaction with the cost of 
sending a short written message. Many who 
queued to buy, lick and stick their ‘ONE 
PENNY’ rose-reds and ‘TWO PENCE’ 
thin-line blues in the summer of 1870 were 
already agitating for a cheaper rate. 

A September edition of the Glasgow 
Herald informed its readers that ‘According 
to a Cabinet Minister we shall soon have 
a postal novelty of a remarkable kind – a 
stamped card which will go from any part 
of the United Kingdom to any other part 
for the value of a halfpenny stamp. The 

GB stamps

card must not be placed in any form of 
envelope; and what is written or printed 
upon it must be open to the gaze of all the 
world. One side of the card must carry the 
stamp together with the name and address 
of the recipient. The other side must carry 
only the message and the writer’s name.’

The Bradford Observer commented 
on 1 October 1870, the day the new 
stamp went on sale: ‘There is every reason 
to believe that the introduction of the 
halfpenny stamp and these new postcards 
will develop postal communication 
throughout the country to an immense 
extent. With those potential expansions 
in mind, we should like to know whether 
the new halfpenny stamps will be 
interchangeable, and whether two of them 
will carry an ordinary letter as well as a 
penny stamp presently does the job.’

When, however, newspaper publishers 
came into closer contact with the 
Halfpenny Red criticism came to the fore. 
The London City Press described it as about 
two thirds the size of the ordinary penny 
stamp and printed in a similar red. But 

Modern computer keyboards do not cope well with old fashioned fractions; and spell-checks often 
disagree on the spelling of halfpenny (or is it ha’penny?) Ed Fletcher looks at how stamp designers 

tackled such problems in the Classic era

Fractions of a penny postage

the portrait of Her Majesty in a circular 
medallion is disfigured by large halfpenny 
symbols on the left and right.

Soon nicknamed a bantam by the 
philatelic press, the stamp’s design 
continued to meet with disapproval 
well into the 20th century, probably 
culminating in 1943 with the disparaging 
remarks of John Easton, author of British 
Postage Stamp Design: ‘The Halfpenny 
of 1870 was a freak with a miniature 
head of the Sovereign floating in a small 
white circle, with figures of value of huge 
disproportion flanking to left and to right.’

Design difficulties
Difficulties had arisen from 
the unexpected introduction of 
‘HALFPENNY’ into the design mix. 
The word was almost twice as long 
as ‘PENNY’ yet required to fit on a 
stamp much smaller than a Penny Red. 
As though rubbing salt into designers’ 
wounds, the paper on which bantams 
were printed had the word halfpenny 
in manuscript style as a watermark 

Clockwise from top 

left: POSTAGE ONE 

PENNY and POSTAGE 

TWO PENCE met 

the nation’s inland 

postal needs for 

three decades • This 

POSTAGE HALFPENNY 

replaced the rose-red 

½d in 1880 • The 

bi-colours, larger value 

tablets and smaller 

lettering used for 

POSTAGE & REVENUE 

improved recognition 

of the three halfpenny 

and two-pence 

halfpenny Jubilee 

stamps  • POSTAGE 

THREE HALFPENCE 

was another new 

arrival in 1870
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that stretched across three stamps. 
Perkins, Bacon & Co’s solution to space 
restrictions on the surface involved 
moving the ‘d’ abbreviation of denarius 
to a position above the ½ symbols on 
both sides of the portrait; an innovative if 
puzzling value figure on a postage stamp. 
The printer’s original intention had been 
to issue the miniature ‘HALFPENNY’ 
in a shade of light green. Experiments 
to produce a fugitive ink in that hue 
proved, however, too time consuming; so 
they dropped the plan and used rose-red 
ink instead. The Bantam’s replacement 
– a standard-sized stamp inscribed 
‘POSTAGE HALFPENNY’ – was 
surface printed and issued in light green 
by De La Rue in 1880.

Before moving on to the ‘THREE 
HALF PENCE’ stamp which was also 
printed by Perkins, Bacon & Co in 1870, 
let us add that the bantam stamp and the 
postcard on which it was used evinced 
further unexpected consequences. Paired, 
they gave rise to a Victorian equivalent of 
one of our modern ills, trolling on social 
media. Nineteenth century nuisances used 
the cards to write and send untruthful 
messages, fully aware that their words 
would be read by other people while a 
card was in the delivery system. Examples 
were recorded of girls, still living at home, 
receiving cards carrying intimate messages 
from men unknown to the girls or their 
parents. We can scarcely imagine the 
effect of such a card being read at the 
family breakfast table by a Victorian father 
before the delivery reached his wife’s and 
daughter’s hands and eyes.

The popularity of bantam-and-card 
communication also drove home to the 
postal authorities dissatisfactions felt about 
the Penny Post system. The Cornwall 
Advertiser reported on 13 October that: 
‘a great rush to buy the new stamps has 

occurred across the country, with a quarter 
of a million quickly sold in Liverpool; and 
a London photographer using the cards 
to send circular messages and posting 
100,000 in a single batch. The Greenock 
Advertiser of the same date carried news 
that: ‘in order to gain in the post card as 
much privacy as can be had in the more 
aristocratic penny-stamped envelope, users 
are writing in Pitman Shorthand, as much 
for cheapness and privacy as for speed and 
utilization of space.’

The introduction of a Three Halfpenny 
postage rate, under which a letter weighing 
up to two ounces could be sent anywhere 
inland for 1½d, had been delayed by 
the authorities in 1860. Ten years on, 
the call for cheaper postage had risen to 
a clamour that resulted in the ‘THREE 
HALFPENCE POSTAGE’ stamp being 
issued on the same day as the ½d bantam. 
The shield-shaped frame around the 
monarch’s head provided a convenient 
space in which to set out the lettering; 
but the words ‘HALFPENNY’ and 
‘POSTAGE’ became legible only when 
the stamp was turned left or right through 
ninety degrees. 

When the Customs and Inland 
Revenue Act of 1881 decreed that low 
value stamps should be valid as revenue 
receipts as well as for use on letters 
the ‘THREE HALFPENCE’ value 
produced by De La Rue employed a 
similar shield-shaped frame to that seen 
on the earlier ‘THREE HALFPENCE 
POSTAGE’ stamp of 1870; but with the 
lettering ‘POSTAGE AND REVENUE 
THREE HALFPENCE’ fitted tightly 
around the frame. For the benefit of 
sorting office clerks as much as for stamp 
buyers at post office counters, the value, 
1½d, was also shown in larger figures 
in a box beneath the monarch’s head. 
An even greater challenge to legibility 

came in 1884 when the lettering for a 
‘POSTAGE AND REVENUE TWO 
PENCE HALFPENNY’ stamp was 
shoe-horned into the space between two 
circles around Victoria’s head. The 34 
letters were reduced by two by using an 
ampersand (&) between ‘POSTAGE 
& REVENUE’. The lettering was by 
then so diminutive that the value [2½d] 
was repeated in two boxes in front and 
behind the portrait. 

The bi-coloured Jubilee issues of 1887 
provided an opportunity to improve the 
functionality of postage stamps and make 
values clearer to sorting clerks who had 
only a fraction of a second to confirm 
that adequate postage had been paid. 
Much smaller lettering for ‘POSTAGE & 
REVENUE’, together with larger value 
tablets in contrasting colours made 1½d 
and 2½d fractions easier for all to see. 

Top, from left: two 

2½d value tablets and 

an ampersand helped 

users and sorters to 

recognize this stamp • 

POSTAGE ONE PENNY 

and POSTAGE TWO 

PENCE met the nation’s 

inland postal needs 

for three decades 

• An awkwardly 

disjointed fractional 

½d introduced Britain 

fi rst Halfpenny bantam 

in 1870 • POSTAGE 

AND REVENUE THREE 

HALFPENCE required 

a 1½d value tablet 

in support

THE FIRST PENNY FRACTIONS
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The biggest marketplace for collectors

Every day, 
more than 10,000
collectors find their 
treasures on Delcampe.

www.delcampe.net
Find yours now on:

PRINZ PUBLICATIONS UK LTD
UNIT 3A HAYLE IND. PARK, HAYLE 

CORNWALL TR27 5JR
TEL.01736 751910  www.prinz.co.uk

Lindner Coin boxes
Stackable (as shown) German 

manufactured  professional coin box 
with  red velour inserts. Available in 

smoked or clear plastic and in 
66 formats.Formats include 
square inserts,round inserts 
& deeper round  inserts for 

coins in capsules. Ask 
for the latest Lindner 

brochure to see 
the full range 

or visit our website
www.prinz.co.uk

Lindner Coin boxes

Price £19.90 each
Send for our 2017/2018 

brochure detailing the full 
Lindner range of accessories.

PRINZ SYSTEM PAGES

Black card pages, Overall size 215mm x 280mm.
Available in single sided or double sided. With 1 to 8 
strips per side - and Standard hole punching to fit 3 or 
4 ring binders, or Universal punched to fit various ring 
binders upto 22 ring.

Prinz System Stock Pages
Single Sided, Standard punched per 10 £5.90
Double Sided, Standard punched per 10 £8.70
Single Sided, Universal punched per 10 £6.70
Double Sided, Universal punched per 10 £8.95

Also available from Prinz: Stamp mounts, Corner 
mounts, UV test lamps, Stockcards & many other 
essential accessories.

Order online at
www.prinz.co.uk

or telephone
01737 751910
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Collect by country

How to start a 
Finnish collection
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The stamps of Finland offer the collector 
variety, intrigue, plenty of dramatic history, 
and some colourful modern issues, as our 

quick ‘collect by country’ guide reveals

Finland became an 
independent nation in 
1917, but ‘the building 
of the nation’ can be 
traced to 7 July 1807, 
when peace negotiations 

between Russia and France turned into 
an agreement to divide large parts of 
Europe between the two Empires. 

Napoleon persuaded Tsar Alexander 
I to go to war with Sweden, on the 
understanding that a successful campaign 
would result in Russian acquisition of 
Finland, then a part of the Swedish crown. 
Without declaring war the Russians 
moved over the Finnish border on 21 
February, 1808; the Russians occupied 
southern Finland by the end of March.

After the Swedes were defeated in 
September 1808, a peace treaty was signed 
declaring that all of Finland from the 
western tip of the Åland islands to the 
fringes of St Petersburg, together with a 
most of Lapland, were ceded to Russia.

Alexander I decided that special 
constitutional arrangements for the 
control and government of the Finns were 
necessary. The Tsar travelled to the port 
of Borgå where he addressed an Assembly 
of the Estates of Finland and proclaimed 
Finland as a Grand Duchy within Russia.

Between 1814 to the 1870s, Russian 
control of Finland was relatively benign, 
and Finnish autonomy was maintained. 
In 1845 postal stationery was introduced 
for use in Finland, called ‘Porto Stempel’ 
(in Swedish) but denominated in Russian 
kopecks. The imprint stamp illustrated a 
lion brandishing a sword.  

This stationery was some of the 
world’s earliest, and kicked off a 
dominant topic in Finnish postal design, 
the Finnish lion, which appeared on the 
majority of definitives until the 1960s 
and is still used today.

In 1856, the Imperial Russian Post 
released postal prepayment labels and 

these utilised the 1845 lion motifs. The 
oval-shaped stamps (5 kop blue and 10 
kop rose) were printed in imperforate 
sheets with two rows, one row at a time, 
rotating the paper in between. Under 
6,000 copies (combined mint and used 
total) of the 10 kop and under 2,000 
copies of the 5 kop are estimated to 
survive today in collections. 

To stop use of cut-outs from postal 
stationery, the 1856 designs, the first 
stamps in the Russian Empire, added 
two small ‘pearls’ at the mouth of 
each of the interlocked posthorns 
which appear beneath the lion. Second 
printings have a larger, more obvious 
pearl, and there are several catalogued 
variations of shade and paper. 

Most collectors will find the original 
1856 issue beyond their budget. More 
reasonable, but still difficult to locate, 
are the 1956 centenary reprintings 
(not postally valid), made on the then 
current posthorn-watermarked paper. 
There was also a postally valid issue 
of a 30 mark stamp using the 1856 
motif in deep blue, in sheets of forty 
with alternating columns upright 
and inverted, thus again creating 
imperforate tête-bêche pairings. They 
were sold only at the Centenary 
Exhibition in Helsinki in July 1956.

In the 1880s and 1890s political 
repression of ethnic minorities and 
languages increased throughout the 
Russian Empire. In Finland this 
heightened nationalist feelings and as 
with Lithuania, Poland and Latvia a 
cultural renaissance, notably in literature, 
art and music, occurred. Many artists 
and composers are, naturally, depicted 
on the stamps, including Elias Lonnrott, 
artist Akseli Gallen-Kallela and composer 
Jean Sibelius.

Finland’s Parliament was constituted in 
1905 and commenced in 1906, brought 
about by the international rising tide of 

rights to suffrage, a general strike, and 
possibly the first Russian revolution 
of the previous year. The second and 
third Russian revolutions of March 
and November 1917 precipitated the 
declaration of Finnish independence by 
Parliament on 6 December, 1917.

Modern Finnish issues have an 
enormous range of themes. The Finnish 
addiction to cartoons and comics, on 
a par with Belgium, is often reflected 
philatelically and illustrations by Tove 
Jansson from her Moomins books appear 
almost every year.

Music, besides Sibelius, is well 
represented. The Viking Heritage, if it 
can be called that, came in the persona 
of Tomi Putaansu, ‘Mr’ Lordi from 
the heavy metal band that won the 
Eurovision song contest in 2006.

Arctic Lapland and its scantily forested 
fells, and Sámi (Lappish) culture and 
language, also feature regularly. 

Current Finlandic stamps are also 
sometimes ‘strange’, tending to be 
gimmickry, but all follow a high 
standard of design and production. 
The back catalogue of pictorial 
designs from the 1930s onwards is 
also very impressive. 

Finland facts
Capital: Helsinki
Population: 5,348,357
Area: 130,596 sq miles
Official languages: 
Finnish, Swedish
Currency: Euro (€, 100 cents = €1)
First stamp: Definitive series, 
issued 3 March, 1856, 5 kop (blue), 
10 kop (carmine), imperforate.
Bureau address: 
Itella Corporation, Philatelic Centre, 
FI-00003 Helsinki, FINLAND
Website: www.posti.fi

From left: the Coat of 

Arms issue of 1974; 

two of the three values 

issued in February 1935 

to mark the centenary 

of the publication of 

Kalevala, the Finnish 

National Epic

Many more modern 

Finnish stamps have a 

less austere style
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stamps again replicates the familiar font 
used for the films, and the four ‘droid’ 
stamps include design features that 
become visible only under a UV light.

According to Royal Mail: ‘the new 
stamps reflect the passion of the British 
public for the movies, and celebrate the 
major British contribution to the film 
series.’ But this time the British influence 
is a little harder to see, with no human 
characters included. Instead we’re treated 
to ‘new and classic droids and aliens that 
have appeared across the iconic films’. So 
who are they? Cue some unusual names 
and inventive biographies.

Alien issues
We start with the orange, 1,000-year-
old alien, Maz Kanata on the first of 
the stamps, a boisterous ex-pirate, 
who holds court within the galaxy’s 
underworld, knows the way of the Jedi, 
and is an old friend of Han Solo, as 
seen in The Force Awakens.

Those more familiar with the original 
films released in the 1970s and 1980s, will 
recognise Chewbacca, the faithful co-pilot 
and companion to Han Solo for many 
years. Chewbacca witnesses the tragic 
death of his best friend, Han Solo in the 
most recent episode and is left with his 
ship, the Millennium Falcon, seen in the 
background of the design.

A shadowy figure who leads the First 
Order, Snoke trained Kylo Ren in the 
dark side of the Force, and is seen on 

The response to the 
decision to celebrate Star 
Wars on British stamps 
back in 2015 was the 
philatelic equivalent 

of Marmite, you either loved the idea 
or hated it. Traditionalists enquired 
as to the British connection of a film 
created by Disney – actually many of 
the characters featured were played by 
British actors while most of the movie 
was filmed in the UK – while fans of 
the films eagerly collected the stamps 

and the inevitable related souvenirs.
Whatever, the stamps were 

obviously a great success for Royal 
Mail, and so the arrival of a new 
set, this time in anticipation of Star 
Wars:The Last Jedi, due in cinemas at 
Christmas, is hardly a surprise.

Once again the stamps feature the 
beautiful artwork of British artist Malcolm 
Tween, who also designed the 2015 
stamps, and the eight new designs follow 
the format of the previous stamps closely. 
The style of the ‘1st’ value on each of the 

Issue date: 12 October 2017

Design: Interabang 

Illustrations: Malcolm Tween  

Acknowledgements: images TM & 

© Lucasfilm Ltd; all rights reserved  

Printer: International Security 

Printers, lithography  

Perforations: 14.5 x 14.5  

Phosphor: bars as appropriate  

Gum: PVA

1st - Maz Kanata

1st - Chewbacca

1st - Supreme Leader Snoke

1st - Porgs

1st - BB-8

1st - R2-D2

1st - C-3PO

1st - K-2SO

Stamp details

    Another trip to…
A galaxy far far away

GB Stamps

In 2015 Royal Mail issued hugely popular Star Wars stamps to coincide with the new film in the 
sci-fi franchise. Now, with the next instalment in the series set to hit cinemas in December, we 

return to the subject for a set depicting droids and aliens

The stamps feature 

illustrations by British 

artist Malcolm Tween, 

as did the Star Wars set 

issued in 2015
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WIN! NEW STAR WARS STAMPS • POSTAL HISTORY • NEW ISAAC NEWTON 50p
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NEW REPUBLIC
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Court Philatelics
Dept  SCM, P.O Box 6198, Leighton Buzzard, Beds LU7 9XT.   
TEL: 01296 662420.  E-mail: courtphilatelics@aol.com

PAYMENT: We accept cheque, postal orders or all major credit & debit cards. Paypal 
payments can be made to courtphilatelics@aol.com or you can pay direct into our 

bank: RBS, A/C no. 10088313, sort code 16-1620. NO MINIMUM ORDER.

Court PhilatelicsCourt Philatelics

GREAT BRITAIN ON PAPER MIXTURES

GB COMMEMS NO XMAS. Wide ranging on paper mix includes h.v’s & modern to 2017 issues. ½ lb £16.00, 1 lb £30.00.
 
GB HIGH VALUE DEFINS. On paper, many from registered & recorded mail so good cancellations, a clean mix. Includes modern 
security issues which will become very rare with all the gold labels used on mail. ½ lb £18.00, 1 lb £35.00.
 
GB MULTIPLES ISSUES. Try to keep up with the recent multiple issues. Increasing variety, right up to the latest 2017 Songbirds, 
2016 Mr Men, Shakespeare Quotes, Star Wars, Comedy Greats, Bridges, 2014 Sustainable Fish, Buckingham Palace, 
Remarkable Lives, Children’s T.V, 2013 Dinosaurs, Butterfl ies, Famous Britons, Football Heroes, Dr Who etc. Try and complete 
those diffi cult sets. ¼ lb £24.00, ½ lb £45.00.

GB MODERN COMMEMS NO XMAS ONLY. While Stocks Last! This sells for a small fortune on auction sites as they are so 
hard to fi nd these days, we can supply very small amounts. Mostly 2012/2017 issues only with the odd high value and multiple 
issues. 2 oz £13.00.
 
GB SPECIAL CHARITY MIX. A well balanced on paper Charity mix covering Defi ns, Commems, H.Value Commems, H.Value 
Defi ns, Pre-decimal, Wildings & Pre QEII. Covers all periods. 1 lb £12.00, 2 lbs £22.00.
 

GREAT BRITAIN OFF PAPER MIXTURES
GREAT BRITAIN Off paper mixture. The tedious washing of this modern mix has been done for you already by charity 
supporters! There are over 500 basic machins to collect. One of each in good nick can cost over £1,000.00. We can’t guarantee 
all in there but you’ll have great fun sorting, includes commems, h.v commems & defi ns, worth the price on their own. 
Guaranteed totally unpicked. At least 10,000 stamps / 1 lb. 1 lb £19.00, 2 lbs £37.00.
 
GREAT BRITAIN OFF PAPER COMMEMS NO XMAS. Previously included Xmas, we can now supply without so the rarer 
Commems only. Wealth of variety from KGVI to date, includes some high values. Approx 5000 stamps to 1 lb weight. ¼ lb 
£22.00, ½ lb £42.00, 1 lb £80.00.
 
NEW! GB QUEEN VICTORIA - KING GEORGE VI. Off paper. Mostly KGVI and KGV but also includes other reigns. Will contain a 
good variety of cancellations, watermarks & Perfi ns. 2 oz £32.00, ¼ lb £60.00, ½ lb £115.00. Sale price 2 oz £28.00, ¼ lb 
£53.00, ½ lb £99.00.  

FOREIGN & COMMONWEALTH ON PAPER MIXTURES

SPECIAL OFFER NO.1: Buy 1 lb Aus, Canada, N.Z & U.S.A for the discounted price of £62.00. List Price £74.00.
AUSTRALIA. On paper charity mix, includes modern with dream variety, many Commems and high values, collected 
from a school-teacher in the Outback. Approx. 2500 stamps / 1 lb. 1 lb £18.00, 2 lbs £34.00.
CANADA. Sold out before, we have been fortunate to get fresh stocks from the increasingly diffi cult country. A 
colourful on paper charity mixture from the Canadian Save the Children Fund of Commems, Defi ns, Large Pictorials 
and high values. 1 lb £20.00, 2 lbs. £39.00.
NEW ZEALAND. On Paper charity mixture with Commems and higher values includes diffi cult to fi nd modern. Supplied 
to us exclusively by a N.Z Charity. Approx. 2500 stamps / 1lb. ½ lb £11.00, 1 lb £20.00.
U.S.A. An on paper charity mixture with stupendous variety. There can’t be many mixtures so attractive and with such 
good count. Approx count 3500 to 4000 stamps. Per 1lb £16.00, 2lbs £30.00.  
 
IRELAND CHARITY. On paper. This emanates from convents throughout the Republic, is mostly modern  with a wealth 
of Commems. Price £16.50 / lb. 
 
EUREKA! We’ve found it. This has to be our best world mixture yet. At least 85% commems with a staggering variety 
with around 100 countries/states (yes we have found stamps from that many). Much modern and many high values 
included. Our SUPER WORLD 100. ½ lb £28.00, 1 lb £55.00, 2 lbs £105.00.
 
OVERSEAS FOREIGN & COMMONWEALTH CHARITY MIXTURE. With over 120 Charity sources in this country it is not 
surprising that this is the ultimate mixture of Foreign & Commonwealth stamps essentially on paper. Enormous 
variety and mostly modern as it is collected from offi ces on a day to day basis. Many h. values as many are Air mail 
values and a lot will never be seen in approval books! 1 lb £30.00, 2 lbs £55.00, 5 lbs £125.00. 
 
CHANNEL ISLES & ISLE OF MAN. An On Paper mixture of Jersey, Guernsey, Alderney and I.O.M containing a wealth of 
variety, strong in Commems, Booklets, Greetings & h.values. ½ lb £18.00, 1lb £35.00. 

COMMEMORATIVES & LARGE ONLY ON PAPER MIXTURES.
Special offer. Buy 2 different lots of the Commems & Large mixtures below deduct 5% from the price, 

4 items deduct 10%, 8 items deduct 20%!
ALDERNEY 2oz £25, ¼ lb £48.00.  AUSTRALIA ½ lb £19, 1 lb £35.00.    AUSTRIA ¼ lb £35, ½ lb £68.00.
BELGIUM. ¼ lb £23, ½ lb £45.00.   BHUTAN ¼ lb £35, ½ lb £68.00.  BOTSWANA ¼ lb £18, ½ lb £35.00.

CANADA ¼ lb £40, ½ lb £70.00. CYPRUS ¼ lb £30, ½ lb £58.00. DENMARK ¼ lb £18, ½ lb £35.00.
ETHIOPIA ¼ lb £26, ½ lb £50.00. FALKLANDS 2 oz £25, ¼ lb £48.00  FINLAND ¼ lb £20, ½ lb £39.00.

 FRANCE ¼ lb £23.00, ½ lb £42.00. FRENCH AFRICA ¼ lb £47, ½ lb £90.00. GERMANY ½ lb £16, 1 lb £30.00. 
GERMANY H.V COMMEMS ¼ lb £22, ½ lb £40. GIBRALTAR ¼ lb £30, ½ lb £58. GREECE ¼ lb £31, ½ lb £60. 

GUERNSEY ¼ lb £33, ½ lb £65.00. HOLLAND ¼ lb £18, ½ lb £35.00.   IRAN ¼ lb £30.00, ½ lb £58.00.
IRELAND ¼ lb £21, ½ lb £40.00. ISLE OF MAN ½ lb £33, 1 lb £59.00.  ITALY ¼ lb £32, ½ lb £60.00. 
JAPAN ¼ lb £22, ½ lb £40.00.  MALAWI ¼ lb £20, ½ lb £38.00.     MALTA ½ lb £16, 1 lb £30.00.

NEW ZEALAND ¼ lb £23, ½ lb £44.00. NORWAY ¼ lb £23, ½ lb £45.00.   SPAIN ¼ lb £23.00, ½ lb £44.00. 
SWEDEN ¼ lb £23, ½ lb £45.00. SWISS ¼ lb £23, ½ lb £45.00.  THAILAND ¼ lb £23, ½ lb £45.00

U.S.A ½ lb £25, 1 lb £48.00.

OFF PAPER MIXTURES
FRANCE. An amazing collection of over 500 different Commemoratives only from 2011 to 2016 all in complete sets!! 
List price £65, sale price £55.00. 
 
SPECIAL OFFER NO. 7: Buy 1 lb World, 1 lb British Commonwealth and 1 lb W. Europe Scoop for the discounted price 
of £130. List price £150.00.
WORLD SCOOP. An Off paper mix scooped from our oddments tub. Emanating from Charities, Auctions, personal 
collections etc. You will fi nd high Cat (please tell us when you do ) & many additions for your collection. Each 1 lb lot 
is over 7000 stamps, costing around ½ p each. ½ lb £18.00, 1 lb £35.00, 5 lbs £155.00. Sale price ½ lb £16.00, 1 
lb £31.00, 5 lbs £139.00.
BRITISH COMMONWEALTH SCOOP. Sold out over the last 8 months, we can now supply more of our popular Off paper 
mixture covering old Empire & modern Commonwealth. Several clients found stamps cataloguing £10 to £50 each. 
No promises but with at least 7,000 stamps/1lb you’ll have great fun sorting. ½ lb £31.00, 1 lb £60.00. Sale price ½ 
lb £27.90, 1 lb £54.00.
WEST EUROPE SCOOP. An Off paper mixture of small and large stamps with much earlier material. Many better and 
unusual values. In great demand as our interests in the EEC grow. Approx. 10,000 stamps to 1 lb costing around ½ p 
each. ½ lb £28.00, 1 lb £55.00. Sale price ½ lb £25.00, 1 lb £49.00. 

Christ mas Sale:
 

Christ mas Sale:Christ mas Sale:Christ mas Sale:Christ mas Sale:

payments can be made to courtphilatelics@aol.com or you can pay direct into our 
bank: RBS, A/C no. 10088313, sort code 16-1620. NO MINIMUM ORDER.

payments can be made to courtphilatelics@aol.com or you can pay direct into our 
bank: RBS, A/C no. 10088313, sort code 16-1620. NO MINIMUM ORDER.

Please deduct 10% from all offers below!!
Other discounts also apply - offer ends 02/01/18

We sell many one off items not usually listed on ebay under  rudd3325 - check them out! We are 
also interested in buying any of your surplus stamps on or off paper for payment or exchange. Price 
list free on request. Guaranteed full refund if not satisfi ed. Postage: UK customers pay no postage. 

Overseas, please add £4.00 / 1/4 lb, £5.00 / 1/2 lb, £7.00 / 1 lb and £2.50 for all collections ordered. 
We will use latest Commems including very rare high values!There are no credit card charges and no 

VAT payable. (½ lb = 225g, 1 lb = 450g)

meridian half page - DEC.indd   1 27/10/2017   14:31

p054_scmdec2017.indd   54 27/10/2017   14:32



www.stampandcoin.co.uk 55DECEMBER 2017

It was issued on the 
1 November, 1963. It 
epitomized a dawning new era 
in America. It was only the 
second US commemorative 

stamp designed by a woman: urban 
artist Lily Spandorf (the first 
had been Esther A Richards’ 10c 
National Parks in 1935). It shows 
the National Christmas Tree (a 
tradition since 1923), and behind it, 
the White House, where the nation’s 
new, dynamic young President, John 
F Kennedy, lived with his family. 
There are lights on upstairs: the First 
Family is at home.

Kennedy had replaced the ageing, 
cautious war leader Dwight D 
Eisenhower in 1961. Since then, 
he had talked of a ‘New Frontier’, 
pledging to fight ignorance and 
racial prejudice. He founded the 
Peace Corps, where young Americans 
volunteered to do service abroad. 
He had promised to put a man on 
the moon by the end of the decade. 
He had faced down the Soviets 
over Cuba. The White House itself 
had been completely redecorated 
by his glamorous wife, Jackie, who 
used it for soirées full of bright, 
chic, talented, visionary individuals 
from all walks of life: the Arts, 
entertainment, politics, business. 

Subsequent historians have 
questioned the perfect image of 
the Kennedy presidency, citing his 
infidelity to Jackie and the slow pace 
of reform despite the worthy rhetoric. 

Stamp stories

They point to his involvement in 
Vietnam: his successors attracted 
the criticism for this disastrous war, 
but JFK began the build-up to it. 
His defenders reply that he did 
not have enough time in office for 
his reforms to work, and ask what 
his opponent in the 1960 election, 
Richard Nixon, would have done 
in Vietnam. Most powerfully, they 
argue that great leaders, for all their 

private faults, are the ones who 
change cultures and national moods. 
JFK did that, setting a new tone for 
America: youthful, positive, liberal, 
ambitious. This stamp, in its quiet 

Christmas stamps are supposed to be jolly and celebratory, marking a time for family and 
sharing, and looking forward to a new year with hope. This one was, too, but ended up 

telling a poignant story after a difficult period for the USA. By Chris West

A tragic seasonal stampA tragic seasonal stamp

way, celebrated that change.
Twenty-one days after it was 

issued, the President and First Lady 
made a visit to Dallas, Texas. They 
travelled through the city in an 
open-topped Lincoln with Governor 
John Connally and his wife. At 
12:29, they reached Dealey Plaza. 
Mrs. Connally turned to Kennedy 
and said, ‘You can’t say Dallas 
doesn’t love you.’

A few moments later, three shots 
were fired in quick succession. The 
third one killed the President.

A spectator reported seeing a man 
firing from the Book Depository 
that overlooked the Plaza. Police 
rushed into it and found a rifle with 
telescopic sights. A description of 
the suspect was circulated; half an 
hour later a patrolman pulled over a 
man fitting the description and was 
shot dead. The man was pursued and 
arrested. Forensic evidence linked 
him to the crime scene. His name 
was Lee Harvey Oswald.

Two days later, Oswald himself 
was shot dead. Had he been acting 
alone? Conspiracy theorists cite the 
silencing of Oswald and point to a 
film that seems to show the President 
struck from the front (Oswald fired 
from behind the motorcade). Some 
witnesses claim to have heard further 
shots from a ‘grassy knoll’ in front 
of the vehicles. (A recent, intriguing 
and ironic theory is that Kennedy 
was shot in error by a security man 
trying to return Oswald’s fire.)

Whoever fired the fatal shot, the 
assassination traumatized America. 
The bright lights of the JFK White 
House were extinguished. US 
political life found itself in thrall 
to violence, with riots and further 
assassinations occurring in the years 
that followed.

Not the story one wants to hear 
from a Christmas stamp.

The USA’s simple 1963 

Christmas stamp hinted 

at family celebrations in 

The White House, but 

the reality turned out to 

be much more sombre

JFK helped set a new tone for 
America: youthful, positive, liberal, 
ambitious. This stamp, in its quiet 

way, celebrated that change
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Enfield Stamp Centre 

192-194 Lancaster Rd 
Enfield, Middlesex, EN2 0JH , , 

Tel: 020 8367 2653  

email: enquiries@enfieldstampcentre.com 
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Simply Pick the Stamps You Want and I’ll Give You  
£25 Stamps of YOUR CHOICE So You Can Test My Approvals System –

Request NOW and I’ll round it up to £30 !

£25
FORTUNATELY, IT’S STILL A FRESH MEMORY...  47 Years ago I can still remember my 1st approvals selection 

of stamps arriving from Omniphil. In those days, aged 15 I received a number of circuit boxes which I carefully 
worked through, borrowing money from my brothers for stamps that I could not really a� ord. I was hooked…

… and you know what – now aged 62, what’s 
changed? As you may know I no longer collect 
stamps – I gave up collecting when I became a rath-
er wet and spotty o�  ce junior, landing my 1st full-
time ‘stamp’ job at the age of 18 with the grandiose 
title of Assistant O�  ce Manager (I was the only assis-
tant)… but, stamps still thrill me today even though 
I may not own them, and in all those years I’ve now 
handled stamps that have sold for £500,000 for a 
single item. Incredible but true…

Do you remember Victor Kiam of ‘Remington’ 
fame, “I was so impressed I bought the company”, 
14 years later, aged 32 I bought Omniphil, and like 
‘Electricity and Water Works’ in Monopoly I added 
Avon Approvals creating synergies of scale. Both 
‘Stamps on Approval’ businesses were established 
in 1958 and now 58 years later, month in, month out 
we’re still sending unit priced stamps or individually 
identi� ed and priced stamps on approval to more 
than 1,000 di� erent collectors mainly in the UK but 
also worldwide. In the internet world we all inhab-
it – I � nd it amazing that traditional ‘stamps on ap-
proval’ trading continues – fortunately this is what 
our clients like about us. With your help long may 
it continue.

So why should you try my approvals? We’re one 
of, if not the largest longest established dedicated 
Approvals Company in the UK with full-time sta�  
sending focussed selections of mint and/or used 
stamps to collectors like you on approval. The 
fundamental reason to try a selection of stamps 
sent to you on 14 days’ approval – is that you have 
the “pleasure of leisure” so that you see before 
you buy individually identi� ed and unit priced 
stamps – so you have all the fun of the stamp shop 
you may fondly remember in your own home… 
Naturally stamps supplied in such a service may cost 
a little more – but in addition to your ‘home viewing’ 

there’s the added bene� t that you simply select the 
best stamps you need and return the rest. The cost 
of return postage can be expensive – select just £9+ 
and deduct the cost, and in order to encourage you 
- spend £16+ to receive 25% discount.

So all you need to do to test-drive my approvals
system is to complete the coupon NOW. It’s lo-
cated beside the index in this magazine OR apply
on-line via our website below. If you’re a stamp
collector aged 18+ NEW to my approvals you’ll have 
£30 total credit (if you’re quick) to spend in your 1st 
two selections of stamps sent on approval. Just give 
us your address and contact details and tell Pat and 
Martin what you collect… Please do it NOW whilst 
you’re thinking about it… Thank You

A
Andrew McGavin, Philatelic Expert & Author, Managing Director,
U P A, Omniphil & Avon Approvals, eBay: universalphilatelic

Terms: Start/Stop service anytime. Serious UK col-
lectors NEW to my company are pre-quali� ed. Over-
seas clients may be required to provide a deposit. A 
few Countries cannot be serviced, please enquire.
One o� er per philatelic household.

www.upastampauctions.co.uk Go to Approvals

OMNIPHIL & AVON APPROVALS
P.O. Box 10, Tewkesbury, Glos, GL20 8YX  Tel/Fax 01684 299278

See stamps like 
these in your 

own home

APPROVALS ARE NOT SUITABLE FOR VERY ADVANCED COLLECTORS – TAKE MY UPA £55 AUCTION OFFER

COLLECTORS–
ALL the Fun of the Stamp Shop in Your Own Home

70
00

 ‘A
PP

RO’ BOOKS IN OUR LIBRARY

SIMPLY MASSIVE CHOI
CE

SCM 12/17

www.upastampauctions.co.ukwww.upastampauctions.co.ukwww.upastampauctions.co.uk
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Stamp showcase

Greece, Complicated Rates 1861-1889

in association with the Association of British Philatelic Societies

Stewart Gardiner
How long have you been collecting stamps?
I started when I was a school boy in the 1950s 
because the school encouraged the pupils to do 
so and there was a stamp club. Foreign travel was 
only for a lucky few in those days and so collecting 
foreign stamps must have transported me in my 
mind to those fascinating foreign parts. 

What attracted you to this subject?
I emigrated to Australia in 1977 and to raise money to finance the move, 
I sold all of my collection of German States, Germany and German 
colonies. I thought it would be unwise to go to Australia with not even 
a modest stamp collection. By chance I was offered the opportunity to 
purchase a few of the large Hermes Head issue of Greece. I was very taken 
with the quality of the design and printing and bought a few stamps. I 
followed this up with an auction purchase of an accumulation of the same 
issue in Sydney and I have collected them ever since (along with many 
other collections!). 

This part of my large Hermes Head collection illustrates the 
complexity of Greek postal rates from the introduction of postage 
stamps (the large Hermes Head design) on 1 October 1861 (Julian 
calendar) up to and beyond the standardisation of postal rates of the 
GPU/UPU effective on 1 July 1875. In the period under consideration 
a variety of rate tariffs were in place simultaneously. The rates varied for 
many reasons: the weight of the mail, the nationality of the carrier, the 
route (mainly sea or mainly overland) and paid or unpaid at source and 
a general decrease in overseas rates in the late 1860s. The collection uses 
as illustrations of the complexity mail between Greece and the Levant, 
Austria, Italy, France and Great Britain and mail within Greece itself. 

What is your favourite item in the collection?
Very hard to judge as they are all favourites of mine but if I had to 
choose one I suppose it would be the first scan which in my view ‘has 
it all’: the stamps are classic stamps of the first Paris printing of the 
large Hermes Heads issue of Greece which are beautifully designed 
and printed; it bears a very attractive four colour franking making 
up the 75L charge rate; the ‘(∏Ε∆ = PD = Payé a Destination) has 
been applied to indicate postage has been paid to the destination; 
and the allocation of the Austrian part of the postal charge between 
the Austrian ship and the Austrian post office has been added to 
the reverse in red crayon ( 3/15 = 3kr/15kr = 10L/45L) with the 
remaining 20L due to Greece. What more could you ask for?

Which item was the most difficult to find?
I don’t actually search for particular items but I scan auction catalogues 
and dealers’ stocks to see what is available and if I like it and can afford 
it, I add it to my collection. The item that involved a difficult purchase 
decision was the 1863 entire from Rome bearing dual franking of Papal 
States and Greek stamps. It was expensive and many of this type of entire 
are cleverly forged. I established that the entire was signed by Enzo Diena 
the Italian expert: you can see his initials ‘ ED’ below the bottom right 
7Baj stamp and so with that comfort I purchased the entire and have 
never regretted my decision.
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Studying the postal rates of a particular country 
and period can lead to the creation of a unique and 
informative collection, as revealed in this month's 

stamp showcase

A beautiful four coloured franking bearing stamps for the first Paris printing. 
These stamps were very professionally printed in Paris using the ‘hard’ 
printing method in which multiple layers of decoupage was placed on the 
paper to give emphasis to the fine detail of the print. 

The entire was sent post-paid from Athens to Trieste on 18 November 
1861 (Julian calendar) via Austrian steamer. A large red manuscript ‘75’ on 
the reverse indicates the postage paid at the source. The postage charge was 
paid with 5L, 10L, 20L and 40L stamps of the Paris Printing applied at the 
source. The ‘∏Ε∆’ struck in red under the stamps indicates that postage was 
paid to the destination (∏Ε∆ = PD = Payé a Destination). The stamps are 
cancelled by the lozenge ‘1’ in dots cancellation of Athens.

The 75 Lepta postage charge was calculated as follows: a single weight 
(<15g) letter: 20 L Post-paid Greek Postage plus 45L (15kr) Post-paid 
Austrian ship postage and 10 L (3kr) Post-paid Austrian postage. The figures 
‘3/15’ are on the reverse in red crayon noting how the payments to Austria 
was to be split. 

A very early entire (28 October) bearing Paris printing stamps. 
Entires bearing multiples of the Paris printing are very scarce. 
An entire sent post-paid from Syros to Napflion on 28 October 
1861 (Julian calendar). The postage charge of 20L was paid with 
a strip of four 5L stamps of the first printing of the Large Hermes 
Heads (Paris Printing) applied at the source. The indistinct ‘∏Ε∆’ 
struck in red at the right of and below the stamps indicates 
that postage was paid to the destination (∏Ε∆ = PD = Payé a 
Destination). The stamps are cancelled by the lozenge ‘67’ in dots 
cancellation of Syros.
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There was no postal convention covering end to 
end carriage of mail between Greece and Austrian 
Lloyd offices in the Levant and so charges could 
only be paid to the Greek border and the charge 
for carriage in Greece was paid at the destination.
An entire sent, postage part paid, from Scio-
Cseme (an Austrian Lloyd Post Office) in Turkey 
to Syros on 23 March 1872 (Julian calendar). A 
red manuscript ‘20’ indicates the postage due at 
the destination. The postage charge to the Greek 
border was paid with a 10 Soldi stamp of the 
Austrian Post Offices in the Levant applied at 
source and the postage in Greece was paid with a 
pair of 10L stamps of the Athens 1868-69 printing 
applied at the destination. The Austrian stamp is 
cancelled by the single circle Scio-Cesme postmark 
and the Greek stamps are cancelled by the Syros 
double circle postmark. 

There was no postal convention covering end to end 
carriage of mail from the Papal States to Greece at this 
time and so charges could only be paid to the Greek 
border and the charge for carriage in Greece was paid at 
the destination.

An outer sent, postage part paid, from Rome to 
Athens on 25 April 1863 (Gregorian calendar) by French 
steamer. A red manuscript ‘20’ at lower centre indicates 
the postage due at the destination. The postage charge 
to the Greek border was paid with three 7 Baj stamps 
of the Papal States applied at source and the postage in 
Greece was paid with a 20L stamp of the Athens 1861-
67 printing applied at the destination. The Papal States 
stamps are cancelled by the diamond grill postmark of 
Rome and the Greek stamp is cancelled by the Athens 
double circle postmark. The ‘7’ (Baj?) struck in red at 
top centre possibly represents the charge paid to the 
French steamship. 

A beautiful high franking entire from 
Great Britain to Patras. The entire 
is franked with stamps for the first 
Athens (provisional) printing in which 
the Athens printers tried to emulate 
the ‘hard’ printing technique used 
by the French printers in Paris. The 
printing was not very successful as 
the Athens printers could not get the 
decoupage in place correctly resulting 
in blurred printing with shadowing 
around the head. Entires bearing the 
Athens provisional printing stamps 
are very desirable. The entire was 
sent, postage unpaid, from London to 
Patras on 14 August 1862 (Gregorian 
calendar) by French mail boat via 
Calais and Marseille. A red manuscript 
‘245’ indicates the postage due at the 
destination. The postage charge was 
paid with a 5L and a strip of three 80L 
of the first provisional Athens printing 
applied at the destination. The stamps 
are cancelled by the lozenge ‘9’ in dots 
cancellation of Patras.

Athens on 25 April 1863 (Gregorian calendar) by French 
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A spectacular 25 stamp franking paying the singe letter 
UPU rate. 

The envelope was sent, post-paid, from Corfu to Portsea 
on 11 May 1889 (Julian calendar). The postage charge was 
paid with 25 copies of the 1L stamp of the 1875-80 Athens 
printing applied at the source. The stamps are cancelled by 
the singe circle cancellation of Corfu. 

The envelope has ‘HMS Benbow’ printed on its flap. This 
ship was an Admiral Class battleship commissioned in June 
1888 for the Mediterranean fleet. 
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A lovely and very scarce entire franked with seven stamps 
of the first main Athens printing. This entire has been 
used as an illustration in one of the most authoritative 
recent books on the Greek Postal History during the 
large Hermes Head period (Les Tariffs Helléniques des 
Lettres Internationales 1861-1878 by Michèle Chauvet, 
RDP. 2015). The entire was sent, postage unpaid, from 
Marseille to Athens on 20 September 1873 (Gregorian 
calendar) by French steamer. A black handstruck ‘90LEP’ 
indicates the postage due at the destination. The postage 
charge was paid with two 40L, one 5L, one 2L and three 
1L stamps of the Athens printing of 1862-67 applied at 
the destination. The stamps are cancelled by the lozenge 
‘1’ in dots cancellation. 

Another beautiful high franking entire from Great 
Britain to Patras: this time franked with stamps from 
the second Athens printing. After the unsuccessful first 
Athens provisional printing, the Greek printers changed 
to using the ‘soft’ printing method whereby a ‘blanket’ 
was placed under the paper which distributes the 
pressure more evenly resulting in a more consistent but 
less pleasing print. 

The entire was sent, postage unpaid, from Manchester 
to Patras on 25 September 1867 (Gregorian calendar) 
by French mail boat via Calais and Marseille. A red 
manuscript ‘320’ indicates the postage due at the 
destination. The postage charge was paid with a strip 
of four partly severed 80L stamps of the second Athens 
printing applied at the destination. The stamps are 
cancelled by the double circle Patras postmark. The 
partly severed strip of stamps illustrates how the Greek 
post office clerks cut the sheets of stamps into horizontal 
strips and partially cut between each stamp to allow them 
to be easily detached on sale to a customer. 
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An illustration of unusual application of the UPU postal rate for printed 
matter (<50g). The printed matter rate applied to unsealed envelopes 
containing only a business card. 

The envelope was sent post-paid from Athens to Nimes on 9 February 
1888 (Julian calendar) via Marseille. The postage charge was paid with a 5L 
stamp of the Athens printing of 1881-87 applied at the source. The stamp is 
cancelled by the single circle Athens postmark. 

Expert opinion
Stewart Gardiner is right in saying that the 
large Hermes heads of Greece are attractive, 
writes Chris King, Chair of ABPS National 
Exhibitions & International Committee.

The colours and the quality of the engraving 
of the initial Paris printing was exceptional. 

The series was in use in various formats for many years 
from 1861-1886, and later with overprints in 1901-1902. 
As a traditional subject, it repays study since there are 
many printings, shades and papers, plate flaws, and control 
numbers on the reverse, and the standard catalogues are not 
always in agreement in terms of classification!

The postal history is equally complex, with a wide variety 
of routes and rates, and the latter not finally simplified until 
January 1876, despite Greece joining the General Postal Union 
in July 1875. Mail from the United Kingdom could be carried 
by British, French or Austrian vessels, through a number of 
Mediterranean ports, and via Belgium, France or Italy. Add to 
this mail from other countries, and the unusual practices of the 
Greek Post Office in adding Greek adhesive stamps, in certain 
circumstances, to incoming overseas correspondence, and you 
have a recipe to delight any postal historian.

Unfortunately, these delights have attracted unwelcome 
attention of forgers, both of stamps and postal material. The 
stamps were counterfeited as early as the 1860s, beginning 
with the Spiro brothers in Hamburg. Other outright forgeries 
were made by Fournier, Oneglia, Spérati, and others.

There are dangerous faked covers, including those with 
additional Greek stamps, which command high prices. Stewart 
points out that his Papal States cover was expertised by Enzo 
Diena, (1927-2000), and the 1873 French item is illustrated 
in Michèle Chauvet’s Les Tariffs Helleniques des Lettres 
Internationales 1861-1878, which was awarded the FEPA 
medal for exceptional philatelic study and research in 2015.

I’m not saying that this area is too dangerous to collect – 
far from it. The Hermes Heads is a great subject because of 
its complexity, and this is an attraction to many collectors. 
It’s perfectly safe, provided you know what you are doing.

So, first of all, know your literature, and be aware that it 
is not all of equal quality. Michèle Chauvet, Louis Fanchini, 
John G. Coundouros, and Argyris Karamitsos have written 
recent articles and handbooks, but it is essential to be certain 
of the reputation of the author. Join a society; the Hellenic 
Philatelic Society of Great Britain can be found at www.
hpsgb.org, and use their members’ knowledge to advise you. 
Look at overseas societies, don’t dismiss literature written in 
languages other than English, and ask for advice.

Finally, for some items, it’s essential to have an up to date 
certificate. I spent a weekend recently in the company of 
philatelic experts at the 3rd International Symposium on 
Analytical Methods in Philately, at the RPSL in London, 
organised by the Institute for Analytical Philately 
(www.analyticalphilately.org). There have been clever fakers 
and forgers for more than 150 years, and they are still with 
us, only they are getting cleverer, and more skilful.

So, make use of experts to help you with your material, 
especially if it’s difficult to analyse, or if you have doubts. It’s 
best to save money, and avoid making expensive mistakes.

SHARE YOUR COLLECTION! If you would like to have your collection featured here, e-mail: matthewh@warnersgroup.co.uk
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A beautiful entire that illustrates the impact of the Franco-Prussian 
war on the posts in Europe. Mail from Great Britain to Greece 
usually took a route through France to Marseilles and completed its 
trip by French mail boat. Due to the Franco-Prussian War, it was 
almost impossible to get mail through France and so the unusual 
route via Germany was taken.

The entire was sent, postage unpaid, from London to Patras on 19 
September 1871 (Gregorian calendar) via Germany, the Alps (Mont 
Cenis), Verona and Brindisi. A red manuscript ‘115’ indicates the 
postage due at the destination. The postage charge was paid with 80L, 
20L, 10L and 5L stamps of the cleaned plates Athens printing of 1867-
69 applied at the destination. The stamps are cancelled by the double 
circle Patras postmark.
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Postal history

Cardigan for stamping 
and, despite its official 
status, a Paid datestamp 
was struck in black 
in the absence of an 
Official Paid mark. 

As with so many 
counties of a rural and 
agricultural nature, 
it was tourism in the 
Victorian era which 
gave rise to much of 
their prosperity and 
which creates collecting 
opportunities for later 
generations. By the 
1850s Aberystwyth was 
described as a ‘respectable town and one 
of the most fashionable watering places 
in Wales’ and the numbers visiting had 
resulted in the creation of a regular mail 
to Gloucester and Shrewsbury although 
the nearest railway was still 61 miles away 
at Kington. One of the most fashionable 
streets was Marine Terrace facing 
the promenade with ‘very charming 
residences’ whose visitors were depicted 
on writing paper taking the air or using 
one of the bathing machines intended to 
protect the modesty of lady swimmers.

On the road to the coast, 
many visitors would have 
taken a short diversion to see 

the Devil’s Bridge in Hafod. While 
such a name is often given to bridges 

in difficult locations, the Welsh 
name of Pont-y-Mynach (Monk’s 

Bridge) is a more accurate description, 
the first structure having been built 
by the monks of Strata Florida Abbey 

in the 11th century. The 
Hafod Arms was described 
in 1860 as being ‘large 
and tolerably comfortable 
but attendance bad’ but, 
whatever its failings, we are 
fortunate that the landlord, 
T. Taylor, had the good 
sense to commission a 
striking invoice thanking 
his clients ‘for the liberal 
support he has received for 
the last 14 years’.

As a last resort, no 
pun intended, Wales was 
renowned for its funny hats 
and quaint Welsh ladies can 

be found in abundance on novelty post 
cards and Victorian stationery. ‘Llandudno 
in a Welsh Hat’ is a bit more unusual in 
being shaped like a hat which opens up to 
reveal a series of views of the town in 1910. 
What is amazing today is that such fragile 
shapes, with the address and postage stamp 
on a miniature luggage label attached with 
string, on the whole appear to have reached 
their destination largely undamaged, which 
is probably more than could be achieved by 
Royal Mail a century later.

This Welsh county has 
something of a split 
personality, even in its 
name; the English name, 
Cardigan, derives from the 

Welsh prince, Cederic, and was formerly 
written as Ceredigion, whereas the Welsh 
name comes from Aber (the mouth of) 
and Teifie (the river). Although described 
as a sea-port, in practice the bar at the 
estuary limited the value of the harbour for 
navigation which may explain the absence 
of any recorded ship letters and, while 
there was a post office as early as 1677, the 
first namestamp is not recorded until 1811 
and then there is then a long gap of some 
thirty years before the next postmark.

As readers will know, collecting should 
be fun and that means you do need to be 
rewarded occasionally for your effort in 
attending stamp fairs and going through 
dealers’ stock. Whilst finding the earliest 
known postmark from Cardigan is not 
an impossibility, keeping your enthusiasm 
going in the meantime is more of a 
challenge. One option is to keep your 
eyes open for surcharged postcards in the 
glory days leading up to the First World 
War. With so many postcards being 
mailed from seaside resorts such as 
Aberystwyth, sometimes the 
postmaster made up stamps 
locally for application to 
surcharged cards. Another 
neglected field arises from 
the relocation of Government 
departments in time of war and the 
Projectile Development Establishment, 
responsible for rocket engines, was based 
in Aberporth. Mail from there was sent to 

Top, from left: posted 

without a stamp, this 

postcard was surcharged 

with what appears to be a 

locally made ‘1D TO PAY’ 

mark at Aberystwyth in 

1905; the well-dressed 

promenaders on Marine 

Terrace in Aberystwyth 

feature on this writing 

paper published by Rock & 

Co. in 1869

The hat opens to reveal 

a string of photographic 

images of Llandudno and 

was posted from there to 

Aylesbury in 1910

Cardiganshire – sir aberteif i

Slater’s Directory of North & South 
Wales, 1858-59.
The Welsh Post Towns before 1840, 
Michael Scott Archer, 1970.
Surcharged Mail of the British Isles, 
James Mackay, 1984.

Further reading

Postal historian John Scott continues his comprehensive tour of the UK, 
stopping off in Wales to highlight some intriguing postal history material

the nearest railway was still 61 miles away 
at Kington. One of the most fashionable 
streets was Marine Terrace facing 
the promenade with ‘very charming 
residences’ whose visitors were depicted 
on writing paper taking the air or using 
one of the bathing machines intended to 
protect the modesty of lady swimmers.

the Devil’s Bridge in Hafod. While 
such a name is often given to bridges 

in difficult locations, the Welsh 
name of Pont-y-Mynach (Monk’s 

Bridge) is a more accurate description, 
the first structure having been built 
by the monks of Strata Florida Abbey 

known postmark from Cardigan is not 
an impossibility, keeping your enthusiasm 
going in the meantime is more of a 
challenge. One option is to keep your 
eyes open for surcharged postcards in the 
glory days leading up to the First World 
War. With so many postcards being 
mailed from seaside resorts such as 

departments in time of war and the 
Projectile Development Establishment, 
responsible for rocket engines, was based 
in Aberporth. Mail from there was sent to 
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W hen sixteen-
year-old 
Charlie 
Biedermann 
inherited his 

father’s Circle City to Eagle mail 
route in 1936, he was carrying on a 
tradition that dated back to at least 
the 1850s when Europeans began 
to use native dog sleds to carry mail 
between isolated settlements. 

In Alaska, the Yukon, the Klondike, 
and Canada’s Northwest Territories 
these small populations were, initially 
scattered across the tundra. It was 
only after the famous gold rushes 
of the 1890s that the population 
grew large enough for regular mail 
deliveries to be a viable ‘business’. 

While in the brief summers, 
mail could be brought up river by 
steamer, once winter set in, the rivers 
froze and the seas became blocked 
with ice. When that happened mail 
carriers like Charlie Biedermann 
were invaluable. Both the US and 
Canadian governments granted 
contracts to companies to carry mail 
and Charlie was employed by the 
Northern Commercial Company. 
During the winter (November to 
April) the Company would expect 
Charlie to make at least thirteen 
round trips, for which he received  

the sum of $75 a month. Amazingly, 
for such hazardous work, that was 
only around half the average working 
wage for the period. Additionally, a 
mail carrier could lose his job if he 
took too long to deliver mail, even if 
the cause was an un-passable trail or 
getting injured en route.

A dog team could only pull so 
much weight, officially 400 lbs, so 
priority had to be given to urgent 
mail. Anything else might be left 
until the spring when it could be 
more easily carried by river or road.

Charlie’s father, Ed, had worked the 
same route as his son until frostbite 
forced him to retire. It was a tough, 
dangerous life with the constant threat 
of the being caught in the open when 
the weather turned bad. So, Ed had 
built a series of cabins every 25 miles 
along his route. When the weather 
was fine, he could travel between two 
cabins in four hours – taking six days 
to complete the whole trail. On bad 
days, when temperatures dropped to 
-40c, it might take eighteen hours to 
cover the same distance.

Huge demand
People have always relied on the 
mail but the sheer volume of letters 
and parcels that passed through the 
goldrush tent towns was often far 

more than the mail carriers could 
cope with. Mail would pile up at 
post offices, which didn’t always 
go down well with people who had 
family ‘back home’ eager for news. 
One postmaster at Gelnora, Canada, 
tried to solve the problem by burning 
stockpiled post. Not surprisingly, he 
was forced to flee town with an angry 
mob in pursuit! 

Alongside the official dog sled mail, a 
whole series of makeshift services filled 
the gaps. Sometimes it was a ‘fingers-
crossed’ affair, with letters simply being 
passed to travellers passing though.

By the 1920s, many sled routes 
had been replaced by light aircraft, 
but while larger towns were able to 
build runways, sleds were still often 
the only way of communicating 
with smaller settlements. If 
aircraft couldn’t get through, local 
postmasters also had the authority 
to put on more dog sled services and 
some of the most collectable dog sled 
mail covers have ‘via airmail’ crossed 
out and replaced with ‘via dogsled’.

Alaska’s last scheduled sled mail, 
from Savoogna to St Lawrence, ended 
in 1963 but dog sled mail continues 
to attract collectors entranced by the 
stories, letters, cards, cancellations, 
and collectables, behind one of the 
world’s most extreme postal services. 

You’re sixteen years old, you have a 318-mile round trip ahead of you. It’s winter and cold enough 
to ensure that both the ground and rivers are frozen. For company you have five dogs and 500 Ibs 
of letters, parcels, and newspapers. Welcome to the world of dog sled mail… By Paula Hammond

Winter deliveries

A 1958 commemorative 

cover celebrating the 

Alaska Dog Team Post

The USA's 17c stamp of 

August 1986

Right: an American 

postcard issued in 1902
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Where?
While traditionally associated with 
Northern Canada and America, dog 
sleds carried mail and goods in many 
remote, frozen regions including 
Japan, Russia, Greenland, the Arctic, 
and Antarctica. Modern dog sled 
mail races such as the Iditarod, 
the Yukon Quest, Gold Rush Mail 
Run, and the Percy DeWolfe Races, 
follow many of the traditional mail 
trails, and also still carry and issue 
commemorative mail.

The Iron Men
The Percy DeWolfe Races 
commemorate a mailman who was 
dubbed the ‘Iron Man of the North’ 
for his determination to deliver 
the post. Percy was one of the 
thousands who arrived in Dawson 
City in 1898 in search of gold. By 
1910, he was broke and desperate 
for a paying job. He was eventually 
awarded the mail contract between 
Dawson and Eagle City. The trail 
was an incredible 102 miles long 
and, over forty years, Percy travelled 
around 100,000 miles with his dog 
team delivering mail. 

The lifesavers
One of Alaska’s most famous dog 
sled mail deliveries happened in 
1925 during a diphtheria outbreak. 
Antitoxin had been sent from 
Anchorage to Nenana by rail but 
teams of dog sledders had to take the 
lifesaving serum the remaining 670 
miles. They managed this incredible 
feat in just six days. One sledder, 
Leonhard Seppala, travelled 169 miles 
in order to take up his position in 
the relay, and a further 91 miles to 
complete his section of the trail.

The dogs
Sled dogs – Huskies, Malamutes, 
Newfoundlands, and St. Bernard’s 
– were famed for their strength and 
loyalty and there are many tales of dogs 
pulling their masters to safety when 
sleds fell through the ice. Compared to 
today’s dogs, which are bred for speed, 
these were big, hardy animals, weighing 
about 75 to 100 pounds. Fed dried 
fish, corn- or oatmeal, and ‘dressed’ in 
handmade booties to protect their feet, 
a team of six dogs could pull as much 
as 900 lbs. It was a hard life. Most dogs 
only lived three to four years.

Above: a 1970 Canadian commemorative cover which had been 

carried by dog sled; a Ross Dependency cover of October 1974 

featuring a Dogsled Mail from Antarctica cachet

Above: a 1972 cover from Alaska, this time featuring Colorado Dogsled 

Post Cinderella stamps and matching cachet, along with a cachet for 

Iditarod Station, part of the Iditarod National Historical Trail which is 

used for the Iditarod Race still run today; a 1970 cover from Greenland

DOGSLED MAIL
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47 Oak Avenue, Croydon CR0 8EP
Telephone: 020 8777 4719

PLEASE ADD POSTAGE TO ORDER - MINIMUM 90P

E. A. BEER

WORLDWIDE SETS
M=MINT   U=USED   S/S=SHORT   SET M/S=M/SHEET

AUSTRIA 1968 AIRMAIL EX: (3) M 245P
AZERBAIJAN 1996 DOGS (6) U 68P
BAHAMAS 1969 AIR SERVICE (2) U 85P
BAHAMAS 2009 NAVAL AVIATION (4) M 330P
BENIN 1995 MONKEYS (5) U 48P
BULGARIA 1990 CIVIL AIRCRAFT (6) U 78P
BENIN 1996 WILD CATS (6) U 89P
CAMBODIA 1995 PREHIST ANIMALS (6) U 84P
CEN:AFRICA 1984 SHIPS (5) U 130P
CHAD 1984 SHIPS (4) U 148P
CUBA 1923 TURTLES (6) U 84P
CUBA 1988 W.W.F BIRDS (4) U 120P
CZECH 1960 WATER BIRDS (6) U 75P
CONGO 1984 LOCOMOTIVES (4) U 128P
CYPRUS 1955 SET TO ROOM (12) U 145P
CYPRUS 1960 OVERPRINTS TO PAY (11) U 195P
DJIBOUTI 1984 MICROLIGHT AIRS (3) U 58P
DJIBOUTI 1985 AUDUBON BIRDS (4) U 78P
FRANCE 1960 AIRMAILS (5) U 120P
FUJEIRA 1968 SHIPS (9) U 68P
FUJEIRA 1978 TROPICAL BIRDS (5) U 55P
GHANA 1959 DEFINE TO 10/- (17) U 265P
GUINEA (R) 1995 BIRDS (5) U 55P
GUINEA (R) 1997 LOCOMOTIVES (6) U 88P
HUNGARY 1954 AIRMAILS (8) U 95P
HUNGARY 1964 TOKYO OLYMPICS (10) U 65P
HUNGARY  1962  WORLD CUP (8) U 65P
HUNGARY 1965 TOKYO MEDALS (12) U 75P
INDIA 1948 U.K AIR SERVICE (1) U 75P
JAPAN 1975 SHIPS 1406/7 (2) M 59P
JAPAN 1964 TOKYO OLYMPICS (5) U 45P 

KENYA 1971 SHELLS 1/50 - 20/- (5) U 125P
KIRIBAT 1982 AIRLINE (4) M 72P
KIRIBATI 2009 NAVAL AVIATION (4) M 325P
LAOS 1996 HORSES (5) U 59P
LAOS 1991 LOCOMOTIVES (5) U 95P
MALAGASY 1976 ZEPPS: ANNIV (6) U 135P
MALDIVES 1960 OLYMPICS (8) M 78P
MAURITANIA 1976 ZEPPS (6) U 125P
MONGOLIA 1967 GRENOBLE OLY (7) U 68P
MOZAMBIQUE 1935 AIRMAILS (10) U 225P
MALAYSIA FEB 1957 FEDERATION (4) M 325P
MALAYSIA 1963 INAUG (3) M 125P
MALAYSIA 1965 I.T.O (3) M 195P
MALAYSIA 1978 PALESTINE (2) M 125P
NICARAGUA 1990 WILD ANIMALS (7) U 78P
NAMIBIA 1971 WILD CATS (4) U 48P
NETHIANT 1967 NAVY (4) M 58P
NIGERIA 1961 DEFINS (13) U 395P
PARAGUAY 1983 SAMER: BIRDS (7) U 88P
PANAMA 1968 SHIP PAINTINGS (6) U 64P
QUAITI 1968 AIR HISTORY (8) U 66P
RUSSIA 1976 EARLY AIRCRAFT (5) U 55P
RWANDA  1967 BIRDS (10) U 345P
RHODESIA 1978 DEFINS (15) M 145P
ST. THOMAS 1979 AVIATION (6) U 69P
ST. THOMAS 1979 AIRSHIPS (6) U 79P
SEYCHELLS 2008 W.W.F BIRDS (4) M 98P
SURINAME 1960 AIRPORT (5) M 375P
TRANSKEI 1994 SHIPWREAKS (4) M 335P
TOGO 1968 HARBOUR SHIPS (6) U 55P
TURKEY 2002 MERCHANT SHIPS (4) M 170P

EA Beer.indd   1 25/10/2017   11:53
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Tel. +298 346200, Fax. +298 346201
E-mail: stamps@posta.fo

Posta Stamps, Óðinshædd 2
FO-100 Tórshavn, Faroe Islands

Buy Faroese stamps here: en.stamps.fo

Faroe Islands Year Collections

Year Pack 2017

This is the flagship product, traditionally issued at the 

end of the year. The Year Pack is a superb way of 

collecting all the stamps of the year. Year Packs are 

sold at face value prices.

Year Pack: 445,00 DKK

Christmas Seals 2017

Elin P. Andreasen has illustrated the Christmas seals, 

which illustrate hanging Christmas decorations. The 

sheet is very simple and graphical. 

Christmas Seals: 30,00 DKK

Christmas Cards (3) and envelopes: 25,00 DKK

NEW!

ATM - Franking label folders 

New products collecting all franking labels issue by 

Faroe Islands Post. The two folders contain all sets of 

franking labels for five years each - 2008-2012 and 

2013-2017.

ATM folder 2008-2012: 134,00 DKK

ATM folder 2013-2017: 178,00 DKK
FO 837-846

FO 834

Yearbook 2017 

The Yearbook is our most exclusive product. Together 

with the stamps and mini-sheets it recounts the 

fascinating stories behind every stamp issue in text 

and images.

As a special feature. this yearbook contains an exclu-

sive blackprint of the mini-sheet “The Seven Swans”.

Yearbook: 475,00 DKK

Posta Faroe Islands - one of the smallest Postal Services in the world, yet known for its great ideas. Since 1976, Posta 
Faroe Islands has released unique, beautiful and creative stamps, which have gained worldwide recognition.

OO
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If you were wanting to 
communicate at a time before 
the internet, smart phones and 
similar instantly connectable 
devices, then you did need to 

know precisely where your intended 
recipient was resident. If not, because 
you just didn’t know, or only had half 
of the address, it would have been 
better to resort to an international 
telephone call, a telegram, or even 
return to the correspondence you 
probably had before. Do not rely 
on memory, or be careless, which is 
possibly what Mrs Mifsud from Qrendi 
in Malta did in July 1965.

Throughout the 19th and 20th 
centuries up to the 1960s, there had 
always been close contact between the 
islands of Malta in the Mediterranean 
and the United Kingdom. Same 
language, spoken and written, similar 
traditions, and even driving on the 
same side of the road. However, 
with the end of the Second World 
War and the beginning of British 
Commonwealth countries seeking 
independence from the Mother 
Country, Malta followed the lead 
of Gold Coast in 1957 and Jamaica 
in 1962. By July 1965, the date of 
this much travelled cover, Malta 
had been independent within the 
Commonwealth for ten months. Not 
until nine years later in 1974 did 
full independence occur with Malta 
becoming a republic.

The cover shown began with just the 
printed name on the flap on the reverse. 
One of many as can be seen by the faint 
mirror image on the front at the top, 
which came from the printing ink on 

Cover explained

the next envelope. Mrs C Mifsud had 
a surname of Maltese origin, and was 
operating a business in Tower Street in 
Qrendi, a small village near the southern 
coast of Malta. The 3d (threepence) 
postage stamp is from  the first 
definitive stamps of independent Malta, 
first issued on 7 January 1965, and the 
cover was taken from Qrendi to the 
nearby larger town of Zurrieq, receiving 
a handstamp stating ‘ZURRIEQ / 
5-PM / JY 24 / 65 / MALTA’. From 
that local post office, the cover went by 
road within a mailbag to the capital, 
Valletta, some eleven kilometres away 
to the north-east. After sorting for 
international transit, and although there 
is no Par Avion/Air Mail sticker, it was 
flown to the UK within one of the two 
Air Malta leased Boeing 720Bs. We 
know this by the proximity of despatch 
and arrival dates.

The address written in Malta is 
clearly incomplete, for it states ‘125 
Clifton / Yorks’. No road type, no 
town, no city, but the British Post 
Office did their best. Today, we would 
have utilised the internet to find out 
which Lumb family live at a ‘125 
Clifton’ something, somewhere in 
Yorkshire. Arrival in the UK is shown 
by the first dated item, which is the 
mechanical slogan cancellation on the 
back: ‘YORK / 10 15 AM / 27 JLY 
/ 1965’ and the slogan which reads 
‘YORK RACES / 17TH,18TH,19TH 
AUGUST’. The first handwritten 
addition was made there, where a 
post clerk with initials P.L. wrote ‘not 
known, “York.” PL.’ Another hand 
wrote in black ink near the addressed 
‘Yorks’ stating ‘Rotherham’, where 

A Yorkshire 
mystery

the cover was sent, and received a 
backstamp reading ‘ROTHERHAM 
/ 12 15AM / 28 JLY / 1965’, over 
the printed name and address of the 
sender, and later over-stamped by 
the Brighouse handstamp the next 
day. Before that though, Rotherham 
on the front was crossed through 
with two black lines and delivery 
was tried through the nearby Maltby 
sorting office. By 6pm that evening a 
second delivery failure had occurred, 
and the two-ring handstamp in the 
centre of the reverse says ‘MALTBY / 
ROTHERHAM YORKSHIRE / 6. - 
PM / 28 JY / 65’.

Perhaps ‘Mrs. Lumb G.R.’ lived in 
Brighouse, someone thought, and two 
separate hands wrote ‘Brighouse ?’ in 
two different places on the front. After 
the handstamp ‘BRIGHOUSE / 10 
- AM / 29 JLY / 1965’, a third hand 
wrote in blue ‘not Brighouse’.

It seems to have transited through 
Maltby once more, as their handstamp 
was again applied, indistinctly, but 
with a new time and date: ‘MALTBY 
/ ROTHERHAM YORKSHIRE / 
10.30 AM / 30 JY / 65’. Time to call 
it a day, as shown by the handstamp 
on the back ‘RETURNED LETTER 
BRANCH / LEEDS 1 / 3 AU / 
65’, the purple oblong handstamp 
‘RETURN / NOT FOUND’ and a 
slightly larger handstamp on the front 
just saying ‘RETURN’. If in any doubt 
about the efforts made, another hand 
wrote ‘NOT CLIFTON / MALTBY / 
ROTHERHAM’, with his/her initial. A 
final thought is that just maybe the whole 
address was muddled, and perhaps the 
road name was actually totally missing.

Clifton Park in 

Rotherham, Yorkshire, 

was thought to be a 

possible location for our 

letter recipient

North-westbound from the newly 
independent Malta, a re-directed 
cover failed to find its Yorkshire 

destination, as described by 
collector and historian Dane Garrod
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POSTAL HISTORY

1The cover shown began with just the 
printed name on the flap on the reverse. 

One of many as can be seen by the faint mirror 
image on the front at the top, which came from 
the printing ink on the next envelope.

2The 3d postage stamp is from the first 
definitive stamps of independent Malta, 

first issued in January 1965, and the cover 
was taken from Qrendi to the nearby larger 
town of Zurrieq, receiving a handstamp stating 
‘ZURRIEQ / 5-PM / JY 24 / 65 / MALTA’.

3The address written in Malta is clearly 
incomplete, for it states ‘125 Clifton / 

Yorks’. No road type, no town, no city, but the 
British Post Office did their best. 

4Arrival in the UK is shown by the first 
dated item, which is the mechanical 

slogan cancellation on the back: ‘YORK 
/ 10 15 AM / 27 JLY / 1965’ and the 

slogan which reads ‘YORK RACES / 
17TH,18TH,19TH AUGUST’. 

5The first handwritten addition was made 
there, where a post clerk with initials P.L. 

wrote ‘not known, “York.” PL.’ 

6Another hand wrote in black ink near 
the addressed ‘Yorks’ stating ‘Rotherham’, 

where the cover was sent, and received a 
backstamp reading ‘ROTHERHAM / 12 
15AM / 28 JLY / 1965’, and the next day over-
stamped by the Brighouse handstamp. 

7 By 6pm that evening a second delivery 
failure had occurred, and the two-ring 

handstamp in the centre of the reverse says 
‘MALTBY / ROTHERHAM YORKSHIRE / 
6. - PM / 28 JY / 65’.

8 Perhaps ‘Mrs. Lumb G.R.’ lived in 
Brighouse, someone thought, and two 

separate hands wrote ‘Brighouse ?’ in two 
different places on the front. After the 
handstamp ‘BRIGHOUSE / 10 - AM / 
29 JLY / 1965’, a third hand wrote in blue 
‘not Brighouse’.

9It seems to have transited through 
Maltby once more, as their handstamp 

was again applied, indistinctly, but 
with a new time and date: ‘MALTBY / 
ROTHERHAM YORKSHIRE / 10.30 AM 
/ 30 JY / 65’. 

10 Time to call it a day, as shown by the 
handstamp on the back ‘RETURNED 

LETTER BRANCH / LEEDS 1 / 3 AU / 
65’, the purple oblong handstamp ‘RETURN 
/ NOT FOUND’ and a slightly larger 
handstamp on the front just saying ‘RETURN’. 
If in any doubt about the efforts made, another 
hand wrote ‘NOT CLIFTON / MALTBY / 
ROTHERHAM’, with his/her initial.

1
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LAB 4 HAROLD WILSON Scarce GB mourning cover for British PM 
Harold Wilson. Arguably one of Labour’s most famous leaders. The 
cover bears an original HW stamp and RM QE 11 stamp, offi cially post-
marked 24th May1995. Only 150 ever issued & rarely offered for sale  
…………………………………………………………   Price £16

SJ120 MEDICAL Stamps with specialised lot of anti-TB and Red X stamps. 
Also Anti-Malaria stamps, Red X stamps bavk to the 1940’s or earlier up
to more recent. With nursing, doctors and all forms of medicine. A most 
interesting subject rarely offered for sale ideal for anyone with some medical
knowledge to form a valuable collection…………….….….….   Price £7

B98 BOLIVIA A specialised collection of  Bolivian stamps ranging from 
early and older stamps to ore recent. Containing mint and used with many 
better overprinted and engraved stamps.100’s of different Bolivian stamps.
The fi ne collection ..........................................................................Price £15

NE832 BRITISH ISLES A phenomenal & valuable collection of British 
Local Island’s stamps. Only unmounted mint, including Lundy Island, 
Davaar Island, Cain Iar, Isle of Easdale, Bernera Island, Staffa, Stroma, 
Isle of Pabay, Bardsey, Herm, Calf of Man, Hildasay-Shetland Islands, 
Jethou, Alderney, St.Marys, Calvey Island, Sanda Island, Gugh, 
St.Martins. With blocks, multiples and singles with miniature sheets.
This important and valuable collection with only unmounted mint 
stamps and many high £ values. The nominal face value is well over 
£150……….……………………………………………   Price £33

ST201706_p082.indd   1 26/04/2017   23:28
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CARDIFF
Cardi�  City Hall, Cardi� , CF10 3ND

New date for 2018:
19th February

Why not come along to The Biggest Coin Collectors Fair in 
Wales & The South West. The admission fee is 50p.

Telephone: 01792 415293

Coin, Stamp and Collectors Fair

Taking table bookings for 2018 NOW!

Cardiff.indd   1 26/10/2017   14:48

St. Mary’s Church, Commercial Street, Morley, Leeds
LAST SATURDAY EACH MONTH

Coal Aston, Village Hall, Dronfield, Sheffield
THIRD SUNDAY EACH MONTH

St James Centre, 169 First Lane, Hessle, Hull
THIRD SATURDAY EACH MONTH

Nunsfield Community Hall, Boulton  Road, Alvaston, Derby
SECOND SATURDAY EACH MONTH

STAMP FAIRS

Organiser - H. V. Johnson & Co.    Fairs 9:30am to 4pm
enquiries - 01909 563394

D E B YR
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Peter Nichols cabinet.indd   1 24/11/2016   11:30

Peter Nichols  
Cabinet Makers

Coin, Medal, Collector’s & Family Heirloom Cabinets
A range of mahogany cabinets handmade in England. 
Bespoke cabinets & boxes designed & made to order. 
Supplier to leading museums and collectors.

www.coincabinets.com

For a full descriptive leaflet please contact:
The Workshop +44 (0) 115 922 4149

Email: orders@coincabinets.com

Peter Nicholls 1/8th.indd   1 30/03/2017   13:32POSTAL AUCTIONS
Wide variety of Commonwealth and Foreign

 No buyer’s premium
No postage charges 

Contact us for free catalogue or
      visit our website to view and bid online

 L & R Stamps (ADPS)  
12 Townsend Close, Wyton,  
Huntingdon, PE28 2AR, UK

Tel: 01480 464552 e-mail: info@lrstamps.co.uk  
website: www.lrstamps.co.uk

L&R ADPS - UPDATED.indd   1 09/12/2016   09:51

Send for list to: Mr.F. E.Lees 
Longchase, Moneyrow Green 
Holyport, Berkshire SL6 2NA

½ PRICE RETIREMENT SALE

WORLD STAMP PACKETS NOW
AT ½ PRICE OF LIST PRICES

THOUSANDS OF STAMP 
PACKETS GOING CHEAP

Frank Lees.indd   1 25/10/2017   10:29

ADVERTISE 
HERE!

Contact Sarah
0113 2002925

or email:
sarah.hopton@

warnersgroup.co.uk

ADVERTISE 
October 2017
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GB classics you 

can own: the 

KGVI high values

Incredible collection: 

British occupation of 

Baghdad

THE STAMPS OF THE DRAMATIC PERIOD EXPLAINED

THE STAMPS OF THE DRAMATIC PERIOD EXPLAINED

THE STAMPS OF THE DRAMATIC PERIOD EXPLAINED

THE STAMPS OF THE DRAMATIC PERIOD EXPLAINED

THE STAMPS OF THE DRAMATIC PERIOD EXPLAINED

THE RUSSIAN 
REVOLUTION 

The real story 

behind ‘rare’ Queen 

Anne farthings

How to spot the 

tell-tale signs of a 

repaired stamp

Stamp collecting 

trends and how to 

predict them

EXPERT
ADVICE

WIN! LADYBIRD BOOKS STAMPS • HUNGARY’S STAMP HISTORY

PLUS NEW ISSUES • THEMATICS • POSTAL HISTORY • POST & GO

FREE 
INSIDE
STAMP POSTCARD 

SET AND OFFICIAL 

STAMPEX SHOW 

GUIDE
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E is for Exploration

W hether it was to settle, trade, 
conquer, or just to scratch an 
itch, exploration hasn’t always 
been a good thing. Nations 
have fallen simply because 

the wrong ship landed on the beach. However, at its 
most noble, the desire to explore strange new worlds, 
to seek out new life and new civilisations, to boldly go 
where no man has gone before… has given humanity 
knowledge, insight, and perspective.

For philatelists exploration is a potentially 
vast topic but surprisingly manageable when you 
consider how easy it is to divide into bite-sized 
chunks. Arctic, Antarctic, Deep Sea, Explorers, 
Naval, and Space Exploration are just a few of the 
available sub-topics that make this thematic both 
fun and fascinating.

‘Explorer’ stamps make a natural starting point 
and there are lots of beautiful issues to be found. 
The USA’s 1869 15c ‘Landing of Columbus’ stamp 
is of particular note. 1869 marked the first time 
that something other than the nation’s leaders were 
featured on a USA stamp and these beautiful issues 
were produced in two colours. At the time, this 
meant running the stamp through the press twice, 
resulting in some interesting inverts. The stamps also 
proved unpopular, few were issued or sold, which 
today makes them very collectable, especially Type 1. 
A mint example can cost up to $4,000. 

Fortunately, this is such a massive theme that there 
are plenty of stamps available to suit all budgets. GB’s 

1972 Polar Explorers four-stamp set, San Marino’s 1983 
stamp celebrating physicist-explorer Auguste Piccard, and 
Portugal’s extraordinarily funky Vasco da Gama 1969 
issue can all be picked up for pocket-money prices. 

Focussing specifically on stamps that feature 
the word ‘Exploration’ is also a good way of 
narrowing such a large thematic. The USA’s 1959 
‘Arctic Exploration’ stamp is a fine example and 
was produced to celebrate two achievements: the 
50th Anniversary of Admiral Robert Peary’s voyage 
to the North Pole, and the journey of the USS 
Nautilus submarine in 1957. The stamp therefore 
shows a team of dog sleds travelling over the ice, 
with the Nautilus below.

For those interested in semi-postals, Canada’s 
Yukon Airways & Exploration Co. Ltd 25-cents 
stamp not only ticks both boxes but makes a 
fabulous addition to the theme.

Another lovely issue, again from the USA, is the 
1991 ‘Space Exploration’ stamp booklet. The booklet 
includes a pane of ten stamps showing the (then) 
nine planets in our solar system along with the 
Earth’s moon. Fittingly, Leonard Nimoy (Star Trek’s 
Mr. Spock) unveiled the stamps aboard the bridge of 
the USS Enterprise and was the official spokesman 
for the promotion. The issue was accompanied by a 
set of Fleetwood Proofcards – art cards containing 
original art works that complement the theme of the 
stamp. As Leonard Nimoy said during the stamp 
launch, exploration is a thematic that literally offers 
the chance to ‘Journey to a New Frontier’.

If you were to pick out one of humanity’s defining characteristics, it would 
probably be curiosity. Ever since our ancient ancestors began to look 

around and wonder what lay beyond those plains, hills, and grasslands, 
we have been an exploratory species, writes Paula Hammond

Thematics A to Z

So much to explore!
Why collect?
•  Large thematic with lots of 

collecting potential.
• Theme includes regular 

commemorative issues.
• Issues from postal authorities 

worldwide.
• Includes rarities and 

semi-postals.
• Option to focus on a wide 

set of sub-themes.

Notable releases
• 1869, USA, 15-cents Landing 

of Columbus issue.
• 1927, Canada, Yukon Airways 

& Exploration Co. semi-postal.
• 1959, USA, Arctic 

Exploration 4-cents stamp.
• 1972, GB, Polar Explorers set.
• 1991, USA, Space 

Exploration booklet.

Expand the theme
Why not pair your Exploration 
stamps with Discovery stamps, 
matching, for example, Captain 
Cook with the Norfolk Islands? 

Collecting links
Pinterest (www.pinterest.co.uk) 
is a great source of inspiration for 
collectors. Simply search for the 
themes and you will often find that 
someone has already done much of 
the leg work for you.

YOUR GUIDE TO COLLECTING STAMPS BY THEME
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399 Strand, WC2R 0LX, London
www.stanleygibbons.com/auctions

STANLEY GIBBONS
LONDON 1856

If you are looking to sell your collection then come to 
Stanley Gibbons Auctions where:

Outstanding realisations and percentage of lots sold
Mailing list and client list second to none

Stanley Gibbons Auctions is perfect for sellers and buyers alike.

We promise a service second to none.

We are now looking for 
consignments for 2018 Auctions

Please contact Ryan Epps on 020 7836 8444 (press option 4) 
or email: repps@stanleygibbons.com
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W orld leaders 
are at a loss 
how to handle 
the millions 
of people who 

have left their homes and countries 
to get away from war and oppression.  
In Europe the influx of refugees has 
been particularly strong from war-
torn nations like Syria, Iraq and 
Afghanistan. The very long civil war 
in Somalia has forced millions to 
leave their country and in Eritrea a 
dictatorial régime has produced the 
same outpouring of people.

At the time of going to print, the 
world’s media are filled with reports of 
the plight of the Rohingyas, a Muslim 
people living in the south-western 
corner of Myanmar. Reportedly more 
than 400,000 Rohingyas have sought 
refuge in neighbouring Bangladesh 
whose government is rather unwilling 
to welcome them.

Aggression and wars have always 
resulted in refugees leaving their 
countries. In the Bible we read about 
some of the very first documented 
refugees – Joseph with his wife Mary 

Today we are witnessing a refugee crisis on a huge scale, writes Christer Brunström as he reflects on 
the often poignant stamps that have brought this issue to attention in years gone by

and their newly born son Jesus. They 
fled to Egypt after Jewish King Herod 
had issued orders to kill all newly born 
male infants. This story is told in the 
Gospel of Matthew 2:13-23. The family 
returned to Judah and Galilee after 
Herod’s death which is believed to have 
occurred in 4 BC.

World Refugee Year
The World Refugee Year (WRY) 
was marked in 1959/1960 and most 

Thematics

countries released postage stamps to 
spotlight the refugee issue. Examples 
include the pair from Ireland issued 
on 20 June 1960. Being a mainly 
Catholic nation, the choice of the 
Holy Family on their way to security 
in Egypt, as depicted on one of the 
stamps, comes as no surprise.

On 7 June 1960 the Kingdom 
of Yemen issued two stamps and a 
souvenir sheet marking the WRY. 
It featured two Palestinian refugees 

Searching for safety

From left: a refugee 

stamp from the 

Spanish town of La 

Junquera, issued 

during the Spanish Civil 

War; the Dominican 

Republic issued 

surcharged stamps 

in aid of Hungarian 

refugees; a portrait of 

Fridjof Nansen on a 

Norwegian value

a

An Indian 'Refugee Relief' stamp issued in 1917; Cyprus has issued Refugee Aid stamps since 1974
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with a map of Palestine in the 
background. In fact, this design 
was used by many other Arab 
states wanting to stress the difficult 
situation of the Palestinians.

Little did the Yemenis know 
that a horrendous civil war would 
break out in 1963 which resulted 
in endless misery and numerous 
internal refugees. 

Today civil war once again 
rages in Yemen with the mainly 
Shia Huthi rebels fighting a 
predominantly Sunni government 
based in the former British 
colony of Aden. The situation is 
further complicated by meddling 
foreign powers – the Huthi rebels 
are supported by Iran and the 
government by an alliance led by 
Saudi Arabia.

The war has resulted in tens of 
thousands of internal refugees and 
a critical humanitarian situation 
aggravated by the outbreak of a 
cholera epidemic.

In some cases stamps have been 
issued with a surcharge going to 
refugee relief. This is what happened 
in China in 1944 when six stamps 
and an accompanying souvenir sheet 
were released to help the thousands 
of refugees throughout the country. 
The uniform design shows a group of 
people carrying all their belongings in 

The proceeds of the 

sale of this 1999 

Vatican State stamps 

went to the victims of 

the fighting in Kosovo; 

stamps have depicted 

the plight of refugees 

including Mary and 

Joseph who will 

continue to appear on 

Christmas stamps in 

years to come

The Jaipur provisional 

Refugee Relief stamps

a bid to find safety somewhere else.
More organised help for refugees 

was initiated soon after the First 
World War with the foundation of the 
League of Nations. Norwegian polar 
explorer, scientist and diplomat Fridjof 
Nansen (1861-1930) was appointed 
High Commissioner for Refugees in 
1921. His work was apparently greatly 
appreciated as he was awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize the following year. 
He is mainly remembered for creating 
and issuing Nansen Passports to 
stateless refugees.

When Nansen passed away in 
1930, the organisation changed its 
name to the Nansen International 
Office for Refugees.

During the Spanish civil war (1936 
to 1939), several towns released local 
obligatory tax stamps in support of 
the many internal refugees, examples 
include a value  issued by La Junquera, 
a town in the province of Gerona.

The Second World War resulted 
in millions of refugees and displaced 
persons and there obviously was 
a need for a specialised agency to 
handle this problem. Thus the newly 
formed United Nations established 
the UNHCR, the acronym of the 
United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees in 1950.

In 2015, the UNHCR reported 
that there were more than 60 
million refugees in the world with 

more than half being refugees 
in their own country. Like its 
predecessor, the UNHCR was 
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. The 
award ceremony took place in Oslo 
in December 1954.

The UNHCR had worked extremely 
hard to get all the refugees from the 
Second World War suitably settled when 
the Hungarian Revolution broke out 
in 1956. It was immediately crushed 
by Soviet forces and some 200,000 
Hungarian refugees poured into 
neighbouring Austria in a matter of days.

Today the UNHCR is as busy as 
ever. It has a staff of 11,000 and 
it is active in some 130 countries 
indicating the scope of this problem. 
One of the major areas ever since the 
independence of Israel in 1948 has 
been the running of refugee camps 
for Palestinian refugees in Gaza, the 
West Bank, Lebanon and Syria. More 
than sixty years on, this problem is 
still very much on the agenda. 

However, ever since its foundation 
the UNHCR has helped resettle 
more than 50 million refugees which 
is quite an impressive number.

In 1971, the eastern part of 
Pakistan became the independent 
republic of Bangladesh following 
an armed conflict. Many people 
were considered undesirables in 
the new state and had to flee to 
neighbouring India. The arrival 
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of thousands of refugees resulted 
in considerable strain on India’s 
economic resources.

The government of India sought 
help from the country’s letter writers. 
An obligatory tax of 5 paisa was levied 
on each letter mailed between 15 
November 1971 and 31 March 1973. 
The only mail items exempted from 
this tax were postcards and newspapers.

Until a definitive refugee relief 
stamp could be issued on 1 December 
1971, an all-India provisional refugee 
relief stamps was produced by 
overprinting a 5 paisa definitive with 
the wording ‘REFUGEE RELIEF’ in 
English and Hindi.

However, this printing did not 
suffice to meet the needs and some 
postal regions including Bangalore, 
Jaipur, New Delhi and Rajasthan 
produced their own overprinted 
emergency relief tax stamps. A 
number of local postmasters were 
also authorised to prepare their 
own tax stamps using rubber 
stamps. All these provisional tax 
stamps can form the basis for an 
interesting specialised study. In view 
of the sometimes rather hurried 
production of the tax stamps, 
numerous errors exist including 
double and inverted overprints. 

Finally on 1 December 1971 the 
definitive refugee relief stamp was ready 
for use throughout India. It depicts a 
long line of refugees walking with their 
few possessions towards safety in India.

Today it seems the situation for 
refugees is worse than ever. Many want 
to come to Europe or North America 
but some governments try their best 
to stop the arrival of large numbers of 
refugees. In some nations we have seen 
the creation of political parties whose 
main objective is to prevent the entry 
of refugees and economic migrants. 
Parties like the Front National in 
France, Alternative für Deutschland 
in Germany and UKIP in the United 
Kingdom all promote this kind of 
rather nationalistic policies.

The World Refugee Year of 
1959/1960 highlighted a major world 
problem with postage stamps as the 
method of communication. Today we 
see very few stamps actually featuring 
the plight of the many millions of 
refugees. Perhaps there is now a need 
for new WRY postage stamps?

Mary the mother of Jesus
Royal Mail’s 2017 Christmas stamp issue includes stamps 
featuring the Madonna and child. We take a look at classic 

stamps from around the world featuring Mary

1The centenary of the Lourdes apparition was 
marked in 1958 with this Vatican City stamp 

showing Mary in the rural cave setting in France 
in which she is said to have appeared to fourteen-
year-old Bernadette Soubiros.

2Mary is patron saint of a number of 
countries, including Portugal, which has 

issued several attractive stamps featuring the 
Virgin Mary over the years, including this 1946 
stamp of Mary and Jesus.

3Many stamps on this theme show Mary 
within a nativity scene, as featured on this 

1943 stamp from Hungary. 

4The 1976 GB Christmas issue featured 
nativity scenes depicted on English works 

of embroidery. The 6½p value shows Mary and 
Jesus on a piece of needlework dating to c.1272.

5Mary goes by many different names and on 
this 2003 stamp from the Philippines she 

is depicted as Our Lady of Guadalupe, to mark 
fi fty years of diplomatic relations between the 
Philippines and Mexico.

6Works of art featuring Mary have been a 
popular subject over the years and here a 

Raphael painting from the Walters Art Museum 
is shown on a 2011 stamp from the US.

7Stained glass from the cathedral of Saint 
Mary of the Immaculate Conception in 

Kingston, Ontario, was featured on Canada’s 
2011 festive stamp showing Mary and Jesus.

8Whilst many stamps depict Mary along 
with the infant Jesus, this 2006 stamp from 

Romania is different and shows Mary mourning 
her son on the cross, with angels looking on.

9Artist Paul Newton created this simple and 
striking Christmas stamp for Australia in 

2013 showing Mary cradling baby Jesus in a 
pose which has been recreated on countless 
Christmas cards over the years. 

10One of the most recent Mary stamp 
issues comes from Malta, who in August 

this year issued a set of ten stamps titled The 
Assumption of our Lady, featuring Mary statues 
from around the Maltese islands. 

TEN STAMPS ON…
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ROBERT MURRAY STAMP SHOP
5 & 6 Inverleith Gardens,

Ferry Road, Edinburgh EH3 5PU
Tel: 0131 552 1220  :  0131 478 7021

(Open Tues Noon-4pm, Wed 2pm-8pm, Thur 10am-
6pm, Fri by appointment only, Sat Noon-6pm)

www.stamp-shop.com
murray@stamp-shop.com

Members SPTA, PTS, Established 1977.
Traditional dealers with world stocks.

Regular auctions. Valuers.

TAUNTON STAMP SHOP
66 Bridge Street, Taunton,

Somerset TA1 1UD
Tel: 01823 283 327

Opening Mon-Fri 9:30-5:00
Saturday 9:00-4:00, Closed Thursday

Good stocks of GB, British Commonwealth
& World Stamps, also a wide range

of accessories.

BAKEWELL STAMP SHOP
Unit 10, Granby Arcade, Water Street,

Bakewell, Derbyshire DE45 1EG
Tel: 01629 812191

Tuesday-Wednesday, Friday-Saturday,
 Closed all other days

ianuttley@btconnect.com

General stock available, 
credit cards welcome.

PHILL-LATELY AND STAMPS
 BONDS Antiques and Interiors

 Dodwell Trading Estate, Evesham Road
Stratford-Upon-Avon, CV37 9ST

   Tel: 07972078971
 www.phill-lately-stamps.co.uk   

 Open to buy and sell 
 Wed to Sat10am - 5pm.

Sun 10.30am - 4pm
Stamps, Postal History and collections of GB, 

British Commonwealth and World.
Beginner to specialised. Accessories.

SALOP STAMPS
23 The Parade, St Mary’s Place, 

Shrewsbury, SY1 1DL
Tel: 01743 235030 or 07528 209229.

New email: salopstamps@gmail.com
website: www.salopstamps.co.uk

Open Tues to Sat 10.30am to 4.30pm.
Regular Postal Auctions.

Wide range of Stamps, Postal History and 
Accessories to suit all pockets.

Collections/accumulations purchased.

COFTON COLLECTIONS
1103 Bristol Road South

Northfi eld Birmingham B31 2QP
cofton@btconnect.com

www.coftoncollections.net
Tel: 0121 475 4124

(Hours Tue-Fri 10.00 -5.30 Sat 9:00AM – 1:00PM)
WE BUY & SELL

STAMPS, FDCS, POSTCARDS,
CIGARETTE CARDS
Albums & Accessories

M & C STAMPS
26 Westgate Street, 

Gloucester, GL1 2NG
Tel: 01452 506 361

Email: mick@mandccards.co.uk
Opening Times:

Mon/Thur/Fri/Sat 10-5, Sunday 11 – 5
GB Commonwealth, World Stamps, 

postcards, cigarette cards etc.
Follow us on Facebook at M & C Stamps

BESSIE’S COLLECTABLES 
The Granary, Breedon Priory

Ashby Road Breedon on the Hill 
LEICESTERSHIRE, DE73 8AZ 

T: 07803 142933 E: john.allen63@ntlworld.com
Thursday & Friday – by appointment only

Saturday, Sunday & Bank Holiday Monday - 
10am to 4pm

We are open to buy & sell Postcards, Stamps, 
Ephemera, FDC’s, Albums & Accessories 

Debit & credit cards welcome

REACH AN AUDIENCE OF 35,000
across our magazine, website, digital edition, e-newsletter, and social media

To find out more about promoting your business 
across the Stamp & Coin Mart brand contact: 

Advertising Manager Sarah Hopton on 0113 2002925 
or email sarah.hopton@warnersgroup.co.uk

The Stamp & Coin Mart brand is 
growing and you can be part of it! 

There are many different ways 
to reach our growing audience of 
stamp and coin enthusiasts with a 
variety of packages and options to 

suit your business needs.

WIN SONGBIRDS STAMPS • HOW TO GET KIDS INTO COLLECTING

June 2017June 2017

£3.99
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FABULOUS 
FLATTIES

THE QUIRKY HISTORY OF 
ELONGATED COINS

Celebrating 
50 years of a

STAMP 
ICON
10 REASONS BEHIND THE 

MACHIN’S SUCCESS

YOUR GUIDE TO GB STAMPS 

HOW TO COLLECT 
THE 1900 HA’PENNY

COLOUR TRIALS 
EXPLAINED

LATEST ROYAL MAIL 
STAMPS REVIEWED

AN AWARD-WINNING 
COLLECTION OF 

REVENUE STAMPS

FINLAND’S FINEST
DISCOVER THESE BEAUTIFUL 

CHARITY STAMPS
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Out and about

STAMP FAIRS

1 December 2017

Diss 

Youth & Community Centre, 

Shelfanger Road   

IP22 4EH  

01328 855003

2 December 2017

Leicester 

Holiday Inn, St Nicholas Circle  

LE1 5LX 

0116 235 0441

Liverpool 

St Columba Church Hall, 

Hillfoot Avenue   

L25 0NR  

01226 755069

Powick 

Powick Village Hall, 

near Great Malvern

WR2 4RT

01283 820151

Stourbridge 

Platters Cafe, Victoria Street

DY8 1SP

07813 260752

3 December 2017

Bowdon 

Mercure Hotel, Langham Road  

Altrincham 

WA14 2HT

0161 766 9031

6 December 2017

Nottingham 

High Street, Nuttall Temple 

Centre, Nottingham Road 

NG16 1DP 

01283 820151

9 December 2017

Cardiff 

City Hall, King Edward VII Avenue  

CF10 3ND

01792 415293

Derby 

Jubilee Hall, Nunsfield House  

Boulton Lane   

DE24 0FD  

01909 563394

Middlewich 

Community Centre, Civic Way 

CW10 9BE  

01226 755069

Northampton 

Abbey Centre, Overslade Close  

NN4 0RZ  

01283 820151

Stockton on Tees 

Norton Methodist Church Hall, 

High Street, Norton 

TS20 2QQ 

07742 153669

10 December 2017

Chesterfield 

Chester Street Club  

S40 1DL 

0161 766 9031

Cottingham 

Darby & Joan Hall

58 Finkle Street   

HU16 4AZ 

01430 470601

13 December 2017

Cirencester 

Bingham Hall, King Street  

GL7 1JT  

01283 820151

16 December 2017

Hull 

St James Centre, 169 First Lane, 

Hessle

HU13 9EY

01909 562927

Hull 

St Stephen’s Church Hall, 

Freehold Street, off Spring Bank

HU3 1RB

01909 563394

Thatcham 

Thatcham Memorial Hall,

Bath Road    

RG18 3AG  

01256 415699

17 December 2017

Bowdon 

Mercure Hotel, Langham Road  

Altrincham 

WA14 2HT

0161 766 9031

Hull 

St James Centre, 169 First Lane  

HU13 9EY  

01909 563394

Knowle 

Knowle Village Hall, 

Saint Johns Close 

B93 0NH

19 December 2017

Stockport 

Masonic Guildhall, 

Wellington Road  

SK1 3XE  

01283 820151

28 December 2017

Gloucester 

Community Centre, Parton Road 

Churchdown  

GL3 2JH  

01283 820151

30 December 2017

Great Barr 

Collingwood Centre, Collingwood 

Drive, Pheasey

B43 7NF

Morley 

St Mary’s Church Hall, 

Commercial Street    

Leeds 

LS27 8HZ  

01909 563394

   
STAMP AUCTIONS

2 December 2017

Worthing

Worthing Stamp Auctions

The Richmond Room, Town Hall, 

Chapel Road, BN11 1HA

01903 235846

www.worthingstamps.com

6 December 2017

New York

Spink & Son Ltd

145 W. 57th St. 18th Floor,

New York, NY, 10019, USA 

www.spink.com

Warwick

Warwick & Warwick  

The Court House, Jury Street  

CV34 4EW

01926 499031

www.warwickandwarwick.com

13 December 2017

Clayton le Moors

AJH Stamps Ltd

The Dunkenhalgh Hotel & Spa

BB5 5JP; 01254 393740

www.ajhstamps.co.uk

COIN FAIRS

1 December 2017

Diss 

Youth & Community Centre, 

Shelfanger Road   

IP22 4EH  

01328 855003

12 December 2017

Birmingham

National Motorcycle Museum, 

Bickenhill

B92 0EJ

01694 731781

COIN AUCTIONS

3 & 4 December 2017

London 

Grange Hotel, Charles Square, 

Bracknell

RG12 1ED

01474 871464

www.londoncoins.co.uk

6 December 2017

London

Spink & Son Ltd

69 Southampton Row,

Bloomsbury

WC1B 4ET

0207 563 4000

www.spink.com

7 December 2017

London

Spink & Son Ltd

69 Southampton Row,

Bloomsbury

WC1B 4ET

0207 563 4000

www.spink.com

13 December 2017

Warwick

Warwick & Warwick  

The Court House, Jury Street  

CV34 4EW

01926 499031

www.warwickandwarwick.com

13 & 14 December 2017

London

Dix Noonan Webb

16 Bolton Street, Mayfair

W1J 8BQ

0207 016 1700

www.dnw.co.uk

POSTCARD FAIRS

1 December 2017

Diss 

Youth & Community Centre, 

Shelfanger Road   

IP22 4EH  

01328 855003

2 December 2017

Powick 

Worcester

WR2 4RT

01283 820151

3 December 2017

Birmingham 

National Motorcycle Museum 

Coventry Road, Bickenhill  

B92 0EJ  

01283 820151

9 December 2017

Cardiff 

City Hall, King Edward VII Avenue  

 CF10 3ND

01792 415293

Northampton 

Abbey Centre, Overslade Close  

NN4 0RZ  

01283 820151

Stockton on Tees 

Norton Methodist Church Hall, 

High Street, Norton 

TS20 2QQ 

07742 153669

  

   

   

All dates and venues are 
correct at the time of going 
to press. Please check details 
with the event organisers 
before attending.
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SOCIETY NEWS & EVENTS

Take part in the forthcoming Society Directory to be published in the Febraury 2018 issue of Stamp & Coin Mart.  

Email matthewh@warnersgroup.co.uk for further details. Send your society and club news to: matthewh@warnersgroup.co.uk

The September meeting of the Channel Islands 
Specialists’ Society took place at Stampex in 
London with the theme of ‘Transport’. Jon 
Aitchison provided a display related to Guernsey, 
which included picture postcards and photographs 
of horse-drawn carts and buses with both solid 
rubber and pneumatic tyres. Nick Stuart based 
his display on the horse and cart that appeared 
on the 1948 Great Britain 2½d stamp for the 
third anniversary of the Liberation of the Channel 
Islands. David Laurillard showed an item of mail 
from Guernsey to Herm ‘carried’ by a swimmer 
from the Guernsey Swimming Club. David 
Winnie showed two recently acquired items of mail 
relating to the First World War and Jersey sub-post 
offices. Richard Flemming showed examples of 
Guernsey and Jersey ship letter handstamps on 
mail, including the only known example of the 
1851 sloping ‘JERSEY/SHIP-LETTER’ in blue.

In a collaboration with the North West 
Federation, members of Trafford Philatelic 

Society were treated to a video presentation 
about the Post Office Underground Railway by 
curator Chris Taft. Chris later took members’ 
questions about the underground railway and 
the museum. Press Secretary Chris Hawley said: 
‘It was rewarding to see members of other local 
societies in attendance as well, and all agreed that 
it was very special to have a “celebrity” speaker!’ 
Trafford PS is a thriving society which meets 
every first and third Tuesday from September 
until June at The Larkhill Centre, WA15 7AZ.

Spalding & District Stamp Club were the hosts 
of this years joint meeting with Mablethorpe 
& Sutton Philatelic Society. Members of both 
clubs showed a number of displays under the 
title ‘S is for…’ Material ranged from pre-stamp 
items from the Scottish Highland and local 
village Swineshead to modern pictorial stamps 
from South Georgia and South Sandwich Island. 
The display giving rise to the most discussion 
was of postcards and related items showing the 

devastating floods at Sutton on Sea in 1947 and 
1953. For club details contact Joyce Boyer tel: 
01775 762661; website: mailbyrail.com

The recent Italy & Colonies Study Circle group 
visit to Bologna and Pesaro saw 21 members and 
partners enjoy visits to Vignola Castle and the 
Vaccari auction premises. Members were presented 
with complimentary reference books and were able 
to repay Signor Vaccari’s generosity by purchasing 
items. In Pesaro members had time to visit the 
Rossini Museum and the Civic Museum. Other 
excursions included a trip to Fabriano where 
the group visited the Watermark Museum and 
witnessed the manufacture of watermarked paper, 
and a visit to Loro Piceno, where they visited 
the Postal History Museum presented by the 
local philatelic society. Members are now looking 
forward to 2018 and the possible trip to the Pulia 
region. For more information about the Study 
Circle visit website www.icsc-uk.com or contact 
LR Harlow on tel: 0208 977 8737.

Society news

Tell your loved ones 
what you REALLY want 

this Christmas
Choose the right subscription offer 
for you and enjoy the perfect gift 

that’s not just for Christmas…

Choose the right subscription offer 
for you and enjoy the perfect gift 

http://stamp.cm/scmsubscribe17 Or call 01778 392030

£50 - 12 issues PLUS a portable UV 
Lamp worth £29 - SCM/Xmas17-1

£40 - 12 issues - SCM/Xmas17-2

£20 - 6 issues and get an extra 
issue FREE - SCM/Xmas17-3 

£10 - 3 issues and get an extra 
issue FREE - SCM/Xmas17-4

Why not leave this page open with your preferred option ringed?!

Psst...

ENTER THE PROMOTION CODE INTO OUR SUBSCRIPTIONS PAGE ONLINE TO ORDER

Christmas advert.indd   1 13/09/2017   09:36
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GB 1924-2016 COMMEMORATIVES

wesellstamps
P.O. Box 13920

Solihull,
West Midlands.

B91 9HG

ORDER NOW!
0121 448 8750

wesellstamps@talktalk.net

wesellstamps
highest quality lowest prices

1924 Wembley 11.00
1925 Wembley 35.00
1929 P.U.C. 14.00
1929  PUC WMK. SIDE  150.00
1929 PUC WMK. INV.  40.00
1935 Jubilee 3.50
1935 Jubilee Inv. 18.00
1937 Coronation 0.10
1940 Centenary 2.70
1946 Victory 0.10
1948 Wedding 14.50
1948 Liberation 0.10
1948 Olympics 2.50
1949 U.P.U. 0.35
1951 Festival 0.10
1953 Coronation 8.50
1957 Scouts 2.30
1957 Parliament 0.25
1958 Games 0.60
1960 G.L.O. 1.30
1960 Europa 3.50
1961 P.O.S.B. 0.60
1961 C.E.P.T. 0.10
1961 Parliament 0.75
1962 N.P.Y. (ORD) 0.60
1962 N.P.Y. (PHOS) 9.50
1963 F.F.H. (O) 0.70
1963 F.F.H. (P) 9.50
1963 Paris (O) 0.10
1963 Paris (P) 2.40
1963 Nature (O) 0.10
1963 Nature (P) 1.10
1963 Lifeboat (O) 1.00
1963 Lifeboat (P) 17.50
1963 Red Cross (O) 1.75
1963 Red Cross (P) 22.00
1963  Cable (O) 0.70
1963 Cable (P) 4.80
1964 Shakes (O) 1.40
1964 Shakes (P) 4.25
1964 Geog (O) 1.25
1964 Geog (P) 9.00
1964 Bot (O) 1.25
1964 Bot (P) 9.00
1964 F.R.B. (O) 0.15
1964 F.R.B. (P) 2.00
1965 Churchill (O) 0.15
1965 Churchill (P) 0.80
1965 Parliament (O) 0.35
1965 Parliament (P) 0.30
1965 Army (O) 0.30
1965 Army (P) 0.70
1965 Lister (O) 0.30
1965 Lister (P) 0.70
1965 Arts (O) 0.30
1965 Arts (P) 0.80
1965 B.O.B. (O) 2.80
1965 B.O.B. (P) 4.00
1965 P.O.T. (O) 0.15
1965 P.O.T. (P) 0.15
1965 U.N.O. (O) 0.30
1965 U.N.O. (P) 0.70
1965 I.T.U. (O) 0.30
1965 I.T.U. (P) 1.60
1966 Burns (O) 0.20
1966 Burns (P) 0.50
1966 Abbey (O) 0.20
1966 Abbey (P) 0.10
1966 Landscapes (O) 0.25
1966 Landscapes (P) 0.25
1966 W. Cup (O) 0.15
1966 W.Cup (P) 0.15
1966 Birds (O) 0.20
1966 Birds (P) 0.20
1966 Winners 0.05
1966 Technology (O) 0.20
1966 Technology (P) 0.25
1966 Hastings (O) 0.50
1966 Hastings (P) 0.50
1966 Xmas (O) 0.10
1966 Xmas (P) 0.10
1967 E.F.T.A. (O) 0.10
1967 E.F.T.A. (P) 0.10
1967 Flowers (O) 0.40
1967 Flowers (P) 0.30
1967 Paintings 0.10
1967 Chichester 0.05
1967 Discoveries 0.15
1967 Christmas 0.10
1968 Bridges 0.15
1968 Anniversaries 0.15
1968 Paintings 0.15
1968 Christmas 0.10
1968 COMPLETE YEAR 0.40
1969 Ships 0.40
1969 Concorde 0.20
1969 Anniversaries 0.25
1969 Cathedrals 0.35
1969 Investiture 0.20
1969 Gandhi 0.10
1969 Technology 0.25
1969 Christmas 0.10
1969 COMPLETE YEAR 1.70

1970 Cottages 0.20
1970 Anniversaries 0.30
1970 Dickens 0.35
1970 Games 0.25
1970 Philympia 0.20
1970 Christmas 0.15
1970 COMPLETE YEAR 1.40
1971 Ulster 0.25
1971 Literary 0.25
1971 Gen. Annivs 0.25
1971 Universities 0.40
1971 Christmas 0.20
1971 COMPLETE YEAR 1.30
1972 Explorers 0.35
1972 Gen. Annivs 0.25
1972 Churches 0.45
1972 BBC 0.40
1972 Christmas 0.15
1972 S. Wedding 0.30
1972 COMPLETE YEAR 1.80
1973 E.E.C. 0.30
1973 Tree 0.10
1973 Explorers 0.50
1973 Cricket 0.40
1973 Paintings 0.35
1973 Inigo Jones 0.30
1973 Parliament 0.25
1973 Wedding 0.30
1973 Christmas 0.75
1973 COMPLETE YEAR 3.00
1974 Tree 0.15
1974 Fire 0.40
1974 UPU 0.35
1974 Britons 0.40
1974 Churchill 0.40
1974 Christmas 0.30
1974 COMPLETE YEAR 1.80
1975 Charity 0.05
1975 Turner 0.30
1975 Architecture 0.45
1975 Sailing 0.35
1975 Railway 0.40
1975 Parliament 0.15
1975 Austen 0.40
1975 Christmas 0.40
1975 COMPLETE YEAR 2.10
1976 Telephone 0.40
1976 Reformers 0.40
1976 USA 0.10
1976 Roses 0.40
1976 Culture 0.40
1976 Caxton 0.40
1976 Christmas 0.40
1976 COMPLETE YEAR 2.40
1977 Sports 0.40
1977 Chemistry 0.40
1977 S. Jubilee (5v) 0.45
1977 Government 0.10
1977 Wildlife 0.45
1977 Christmas 0.45
1977 COMPLETE YEAR 2.00
1978 Energy 0.40
1978 Buildings 0.40
1978 Coronation 0.40
1978 Horses 0.40
1978 Cycling 0.40
1978 Christmas 0.40
1978 COMPLETE YEAR 2.20
1979 Dogs 0.40
1979 Flowers 0.40
1979 Elections 0.40
1979 Racing 0.40
1979 Year Of Child 0.40
1979 Rowland Hill 0.45
1979 Police 0.45
1979 Christmas 0.55
1979 COMPLETE YEAR 3.30
1980 Birds 0.45
1980 Railways 0.60
1980 London 0.50
1980 Landmarks 0.60
1980 Famous Women 0.55
1980 Q.Mother 0.10
1980 Music 0.55
1980 Sports 0.55
1980 Christmas 0.70
1980 COMPLETE YEAR 4.50
1981 Folklore 0.70
1981 Disabled 0.70
1981	 Butterflies	 0.70
1981 National Trust 0.90
1981 Royal Wedding 0.35
1981 D. Of Edinburgh 0.70
1981 Fishing 0.70
1981 Christmas 0.90
1981 COMPLETE YEAR 5.50
1982 Darwin 0.80
1982 Youth 0.80
1982 Theatre 0.80
1982 Maritime 1.10
1982 Textiles 0.80
1982 Technology 0.40
1982 Cars 0.80

1982 Christmas 0.90
1982 COMPLETE YEAR 6.00
1983 Fishes 0.80
1983 Commonwealth 0.80
1983 Engineering 0.60
1983 Uniforms 1.10
1983 Gardens 0.90
1983 Fairs 0.90
1983 Christmas 1.00
1983 COMPLETE YEAR 6.00
1984 Heraldry 0.90
1984 Cattle 1.10
1984 Urban Renewal 0.90
1984 Europa 0.70
1984 Summit 0.30
1984 Meridian 0.95
1984 Royal Mail 0.80
1984 Council 1.00
1984 Christmas 1.15
1984 COMPLETE YEAR 7.25
1985 Trains 1.30
1985 Insects 1.30
1985 Composers 1.00
1985 Safety at Sea 1.00
1985 Royal Mail 1.00
1985 Legends 1.00
1985 Film Stars 1.30
1985 Christmas 1.15
1985 COMPLETE YEAR 8.50
1986 Industry 1.00
1986 Comet 1.00
1986 Birthday 1.00
1986 Nature 1.00
1986 Medieval Life 1.00
1986 Sports 1.30
1986 Royal Wedding 0.30
1986 Parliament 0.35
1986 R.A.F. 1.30
1986 Christmas 6v 1.15
1986 COMPLETE YEAR 8.80
1987 Flowers 1.00
1987 Newton 1.00
1987 Architecture 1.00
1987 St. Johns 1.00
1987 Heraldry 1.00
1987 Victorian Britain 1.00
1987 Pottery 1.00
1987 Christmas 1.10
1987 COMPLETE YEAR 7.50
1988 Linnean Society 1.00
1988 Welsh Bible 1.00
1988 Sports 1.00
1988 Transport 1.00
1988 Australia 1.00
1988 Armada 0.90
1988 Lear 1.00
1988 Christmas 1.25
1988 COMPLETE YEAR 7.75
1989 Birds 1.10
1989 Greetings 5.00
1989 Food 1.10
1989 Anniversaries 1.00
1989 Toys 1.10
1989 Ind. Arch. 1.10
1989 Microscopes 1.10
1989 Mayor 1.00
1989 Christmas 1.20
1989 COMPLETE YEAR 13.00
1990 150th Anniv. 1.50
1990 RSPCA 1.20
1990 Greetings 6.00
1990 Europa 1.00
1990 Queens Award 1.00
1990 Gardens 1.20
1990 Hardy 0.20
1990 Birthday 1.20
1990 Gallantry 1.00
1990 Astronomy 1.10
1990 Christmas 1.30
1990 COMPLETE YEAR 15.50
1991 Dogs 1.40
1991 Greetings “Luck” 6.50
1991 Science 1.00
1991 Greetings “Smile” 6.50
1991 Space 1.10
1991 Sports 1.10
1991 Roses 1.40
1991 Dinosaurs 1.40
1991 Maps 1.20
1991 Christmas 1.40
1991 COMPLETE YEAR 22.00
1992 Wintertime 1.40
1992 Greetings 6.50
1992 Accession 1.20
1992 Tennyson 1.20
1992 Olympics 1.50
1992 Civil War 1.20
1992 G. & Sullivan 1.40
1992 Green 1.20
1992 Euro-Market 0.25
1992 Christmas 1.40
1992 COMPLETE YEAR 16.00
1993 Swans 1.50

1993 Greetings 6.50
1993 Clocks 1.20
1993 Orchids 1.40
1993 Art 1.20
1993 Roman 1.20
1993 Canals 1.20
1993 Autumn 1.40
1993 Holmes 1.20
1993 Christmas 1.50
1993 COMPLETE YEAR 17.00
1994 Railway 1.50
1994 Greetings 6.50
1994 Paintings 1.50
1994 Postcards 1.50
1994 Tunnel 1.30
1994 D-Day 1.30
1994 Golf 1.50
1994 Four Seasons 1.50
1994 Medical 1.30
1994 Christmas 1.50
1994 COMPLETE YEAR 18.00
1995 Cats 1.50
1995 Springtime 1.50
1995 Greetings 6.50
1995 N.Trust 1.50
1995 Europa/Peace 1.10
1995 Science Fiction 1.30
1995 Shakespeare 1.25
1995 Communications 1.40
1995 Rugby League 1.50
1995 Christmas 1.75
1995 COMPLETE YEAR 18.50
1996 Burns 1.40
1996 Greetings 6.50
1996 Greetings (Phos) 20.00
1996 Wildfowl 1.50
1996 Cinema 1.50
1996 Football 1.80
1996 Olympics 1.30
1996 Women/Europa 1.50
1996 Childrens TV 1.50
1996 Cars 1.80
1996 Christmas 2.20
1996 COMPLETE YEAR 40.00
1997 Greetings 6.50
1997 Tudor 2.00
1997 Faith 1.70
1997 Terror Legends 1.40
1997 Architects of the Air 1.90
1997 Horse 1.60
1997	 Post	Offices	 1.60
1997 Enid Blyton 1.85
1997 Christmas 2.20
1997 Golden Wedding 1.60
1997 COMPLETE YEAR 21.00
1998 Endangered 2.30
1998 Diana 1.40
1998 Queens Beasts 1.30
1998 Lighthouses 1.85
1998 Comedians 1.85
1998 Health 1.50
1998 Fantasy 1.90
1998 Carnival 1.50
1998 Speed 1.85
1998 Christmas 1.80
1998 COMPLETE YEAR 16.50
1999 Inventors 1.50
1999 Travellers 1.50
1999 Patients 1.50
1999 Settlers 1.50
1999 Workers 1.50
1999 Entertainers 1.50
1999 Royal Wedding 0.85
1999 Citizens 1.50
1999 Scientists 1.50
1999 Farmers 1.50
1999 Soldiers 1.50
1999 Christians 1.50
1999 Artists 1.50
1999 COMPLETE YEAR 18.00
2000 Above and Beyond 1.50
2000 Fire and Light 1.50
2000 Water and Coast 1.50
2000 Life and Earth  2.00
2000 Art and Craft 2.00
2000 People and Place  2.00
2000 Stone and Soil  2.00
2000 Tree and Leaf  2.00
2000 Mind and Matter 2.00
2000 Body and Bone  2.00
2000 Spirit and Faith  2.00
2000 Sound and Vision 2.00
2000 COMPLETE YEAR 21.00
2001 Hopes for the Future 2.00
2001 Occasions 2.75
2001 Cats and Dogs 6.50
2001 Weather 2.00
2001 Navy Submarines 2.00
2001 Double-Deckers 3.00
2001 Fabulous Hats  2.40
2001 Pond Life/Europa 2.40
2001 Punch & Judy 3.30
2001 Nobel Prizes 4.50

2001 Christmas 3.00
2001 COMPLETE YEAR 31.00
2002 Kipling Stories 6.50
2002 Golden Jubilee 3.00
2002 Occasions 2.75
2002 Coastlines  3.00
2002 Queen Mother 2.40
2002 Circus 3.00
2002 Aircraft  3.00
2002 C.wealth Games 3.00
2002 Peter Pan 3.00
2002 London Bridges 3.50
2002 Pillar Boxes  3.00
2002 Christmas  3.00
2002 COMPLETE YEAR 36.00
2003 Birds of Prey  6.50
2003 Occasions 3.00
2003 The Secret of Life  3.00
2003 Fun Fruit & Veg 6.50
2003 Endeavours 3.50
2003 The Coronation 6.50
2003 Prince William 2.30
2003 Scotland  3.50
2003 Pub Signs  3.20
2003 Transport Toys 3.20
2003 British Museum 3.50
2003 Christmas 4.50
2003 COMPLETE YEAR 45.00
2004  Locomotives  4.00
2004 Occasions  3.00
2004 Lord of the Rings 6.50
2004 Northern Ireland 3.50
2004 Entente Cordiale  1.00
2004 Ocean Liners  3.50
2004 Horticultural   3.50
2004 Wales  3.00
2004  Society of Arts 3.20
2004 Woodland Animals 6.50
2004 The Crimean War  3.80
2004 Christmas 3.70
2004 COMPLETE YEAR 42.00
2005 Farm Animals 6.50
2005 S. West England 3.00
2005 Jane Eyre  3.80
2005 Magic  3.30
2005 World Heritage  4.20
2005 Trooping The Colour 3.70
2005 Motorcycles 3.20
2005 Tastes in Britain 3.20
2005 Classic ITV 3.20
2005 Smilers 7.50
2005 Battle of Trafalgar 3.30
2005 Christmas  3.80
2005 COMPLETE YEAR 46.00
2006 Animal Tales  4.20
2006 England 6.50
2006 Brunel  3.30
2006 Ice Age Animals 3.30
2006 Queen’s  Birthday 4.30
2006 World Cup Winners  3.30
2006  Architecture 3.30
2006 Portrait Gallery 6.50
2006 Victoria Cross  3.80
2006 Sounds of Britain 3.40
2006 Smilers 6.00
2006 Christmas  4.40
2006 COMPLETE YEAR 48.00
2007 Beatles 4.00
2007 Sea Life 6.50
2007 Sky At Night 3.80
2007 Inventions 4.00
2007 Slave Trade 3.80
2007 Seaside 3.60
2007 Grand Prix 4.00
2007 Harry Potter 4.00
2007 Scouts 3.60
2007 Birds 6.50
2007 Uniforms 4.00
2007 Diamond Wedding 4.00
2007 Christmas - 8v 6.00
2007 COMPLETE YEAR 55.00
2008 James Bond 4.00
2008 Working Dogs 3.60
2008 King & Queens 4.00
2008 Smilers 20.00
2008 Mayday 3.60
2008 Insects 6.50
2008 Cathedrals 4.00
2008 Carry On 4.00
2008 Airshows 4.00
2008 R.A.F. Uniforms 4.50
2008 Women 4.00
2008 Christmas 4.00
2008 COMPLETE YEAR 62.00
2009 Design Classics 6.50
2009 Darwin 4.50
2009 Industrial 5.00
2009 Kings & Queens 4.50
2009 Endangered Plants 6.50
2009 Mythical Creatures 4.50
2009 Fire and Rescue 4.50
2009 Navy Uniforms 4.50
2009 Eminent Britons 6.50

2009 Olympics 6.50
2009 Christmas 6.00
2009 COMPLETE YEAR 56.00
2010 Album Covers 7.00
2010 Royal Society 6.50
2010 Dogs and Cats 6.50
2010 Stewart 5.00
2010 Mammals 6.50
2010 LONDON 2010(6v) 9.00
2010 Britain Alone 6.50
2010 Stuart 5.00
2010 Olympics 6.50
2010 Railways 5.00
2010 Medical 5.00
2010 Pooh 5.00
2010 Christmas 6.00
2010 COMPLETE YEAR 75.00
2011 Gerry Anderson 6.00
2011 Musicals 7.00
2011 Magical Realms 6.50
2011 WWF 7.00
2011 Shakespeare 6.00
2011 Morris 5.50
2011 Thomas 5.50
2011 Olympics 7.00
2011 Crown Jewels 7.00
2011 Hanover 6.00
2011 UK A-Z Part 1 8.50
2011 Christmas 7.00
2011 COMPLETE YEAR 75.00
2012 Olympics - 4v 9.00
2012 Roald Dahl 5.50
2012 Windsor 5.00
2012 Britons 7.00
2012 Comics 7.00
2012 UK A-Z Part 2 10.00
2012 Fashion 7.00
2012 Diamond Jubilee 8.00
2012 Dickens 7.00
2012 Space Science 6.00
2012 Lest - Poppy 1.20
2012 Christmas 8.00
2012 COMPLETE YEAR   75.00
2013 London Underground 5.00
2013 Jane Austen 5.50
2013 Doctor Who 7.00
2013 Great Britons 6.50
2013 Football Heroes 7.50
2013 Coronation Anniversary 6.50
2013	 Butterflies	 6.50
2013 Auto Legends 6.00
2013 Merchant Navy 6.00
2013 Dinosaurs 6.50
2013 Christmas 7.50
2013 Childrens Christmas (2v) 2.00
2013 COMPLETE YEAR   70.00
2014 Childrens TV 8.00
2014 Working Horses 6.00
2014 Remarkable Lives 6.50
2014 Buckingham Palace 4.00
2014 Great British Film 6.00
2014 Sustainable Fish 6.50
2014 Commonwealth Games 7.50
2014 The Great War 7.00
2014 Seaside Architecture 6.00
2014 Prime Ministers 7.00
2014 Christmas 8.00
2014 COMPLETE YEAR   70.00
2015 Alice In Wonderland 10.00
2015 Smilers 7.50
2015 Inventive Britain 10.00
2015 Bridges 7.00
2015 Comedy Greats 7.00
2015 Great War 7.50
2015 Magna Carta 8.00
2015 Battle of Waterloo 7.00
2015 Bees 8.00
2015 Rugby World Cup 8.00
2015 Star Wars 8.50
2015 Christmas 10.00
2015 COMPLETE YEAR   95.00
2016 Shackleton 10.00
2016 Royal Mail 500 7.50
2016 Humanitarians 7.50
2016 Shakespeare 7.50
2016 90th Birthday 7.50
2016 Great War 7.50
2016 Pink Floyd 7.50
2016 Beatrix Potter 8.00
2016 Gardens 8.50
2016 Great Fire of London 7.50
2016 Agatha Christie 8.50
2016 Mr.Men Little Miss 7.50
2016 Christmas 10.50
2016 COMPLETE YEAR   100.00

All stamps superb UNMOUNTED MINT

FREE POSTAGE  
ON ALL ORDERS!

If paying by cheque please make payable to  
“wesellstamps”. Minimum order £10 please

DATE SET U/M DATE SET U/M DATE SET U/M DATE SET U/M DATE SET U/M DATE SET U/M
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HURRY!
SEND NOW FOR 

14 days approvals 20% discount on 
our prices over £5.00

NAME (Mr. Mrs. Miss).............................................
ADDRESS................................................................
.................................................................................
.................................................................................
Post Code...............................................................
Collecting Interests................................................
.................................................................................

G P KEEF, 14 CHURCH STREET,  WILLINGDON,
EASTBOURNE, SUSSEX, BN20 9HR

SCM05-10

GP KEEF 
Philatelist

JOIN THE MANY SATISFIED COLLECTORS
who receive our selections of stamps on approval 

each month from this old established fi rm who have 
supplied collectors for over 85 years. 

Beginners welcome as well as more advanced collectors.

G KEEF feb.indd   1 24/3/10   4:39:56 pm

CURRENT LISTINGS AVAILABLE! RUSHSTAMPSCelebrating

60 YEARS

19
58

-2
01

8 1958-2018
Rushstamps Labels x5  04/10/2017     

G.B. RUSHEXPRESS NO. 72 
– 144 Pages (No. 73 expected in January)
WORLDWIDE RUSHEXPRESS NO. 69 
– 144 Pages including Errors & Varieties,
Many Discounts & Special Offers.
LOTS & COLLECTIONS – G.B & Islands, British 
Commonwealth, Foreign and Royalty
G.B. QE2 Cylinder Blocks
G.B. Discount Postage – Discounts below Face Value
Please Order by Ref. Number (* - denotes Photocopies 
of stamps)

Send for List of Other Lists Available.

RUSHSTAMPS (RETAIL) LTD.
P.O. BOX ONE, LYNDHURST, HAMPSHIRE, ENGLAND SO43 7PP

Tel: (023) 8028 2044, FAX: (023) 8028 2981
Email: enquiries@rushstamps.co.uk

Website: www.rushstamps.co.uk

NA1 – 1840 1d Blacks*
NA2 – 1840 2d Blues*
NA3 – 1847 Embossed*
NA4 - QV 1d Pl. 225*
NA5 - QV 1/2d Bantam 
Pl. 9 Used *  
NA7 - Edward VII Mint 
HiVals.*

NA11 - GV Seahorses 
Mint/Used*
A12 – Stitched Booklets from 
Edward VII to Wildings
A22 – 1971 Postal Strike 
Covers
A39 – Trade & Cigarette 
Cards – Sets/Part Sets

Rushstamps 1/4 page advert.indd   1 20/10/2017   16:52APPROVALS - THE BEST WAY TO BUY YOUR STAMPS
Enjoy the prospect of seeing some of the 1 million stamps that we stock. Unlike eBay, you have 15 days to dwell on 
your stamps with no immediacy to purchase. You can inspect both sides of the stamp. Many of our customers tell 

us that the quality of stamps on eBay does not meet expectation.
We attend Stamp Auctions every week of the year and so are able to select the finest quality,  

unlike Stamp Fair Dealers who are often not able to attend weekend auctions.
Over 40 years in trading has enabled us to become the premier Approval Dealership in Worldwide countries. 

We have a team of five experts, all of whom have 30 or more years experience of philately. We pride ourselves  
on excellent customer service and routinely receive praise from our hundreds of customers, many of whom  

have been with us for over 20 years.
Please complete the coupon or phone or email for a trial mailing. My son and myself are on hand should  

you want to speak to us to support you with your hobby.

EUROPE, LATIN AMERICA & C. ASIA COMMONWEALTH

Prefer: Mint Used  Both
 Pre 1910 1910-45  Post WW2

Michael G. Read
Poachers Retreat, Common Lane, Kings Langley,

Herts, WD4 9HP Phone: 01923 269775
e-mail: mg.read@btinternet.com

Visit our new website www.michaelgread.co.uk
Est. 1976 - 40 Years of Care and Attention

Name: .......................................................................................

Address: ...................................................................................

...................................................................................................

...................................................................................................

Postcode ...............................  Tel  ...........................................           

Michael
2013 World Triathlon 

Championships
London

1st British athlete to finish

ALBANIA
ARGENTINA
AUSTRIA
BELGIUM
BOLIVIA
BOSNIA
BRAZIL
BULGARIA
CHILE
COLUMBIA
COSTA RICA
CUBA
CZECH

ADEN&STATES
ARAB PO’s
ASCENSION
AUSTRALIA
AUST. STATES
BAHAMAS
BARBADOS
BERMUDA
BR. HOUNDURAS
BRUNEI
BURMA
CANADA
CAYMAN IS.
CEYLON
CHANNEL IS.

DENMARK
ECUADOR
EL SALVADOR
FINLAND
FRANCE
GERMANY
GREECE
GUATAMALA
HAITI
HOLLAND
HONDURAS
HUNGARY

OCCUPNS

ICELAND
IRAQ
ISRAEL
ITALY
LIECHTENSTEIN
L’BOURG
MEXICO
MONTENEGRO
NICARAGUA
NORWAY
PARAGUAY
PERSIA IRAN
PERU

POLAND
PORTUGAL
RUMANIA
RUSSIA
SERBIA
SPAIN
SWEDEN
SWITZERLAND
TURKEY
URUGUAY
U.S.A
VENEZUELA
YUGOSLAVIA

COOK IS.
CYPRUS
EGYPT
EIRE
FALKLANDS
FIJI
GAMBIA
GIBRALTAR
GOLD COAST
GT BRITAIN
HONG KONG
INDIA
INDIAN STATES
ISLE OF MAN
JAMAICA

K.U.T
LABUAN
LEEWARD IS.
LEVANT PO
MALAYA
MALTA
MAURITIUS
N. BORNEO
N’FOUNDLAND
N.ZEALAND
NIGERIA
NYASALAND
PACIFIC IS.
PAKISTAN
PAPUA

RHODESIA
SARAWAK
SEYCHELLES
SINGAPORE
S. LEONE
S. AFRICA
SW. AFRICA
S.A. PROVN
S.A. COLNS
ST. LUCIA
ST. VINCENT
SUDAN
TANGANYIKA
W. INDIES
ZANZIBAR

Nick, Age 49
Roxbourne Cricket
Club. Record over 

10,000 runs

Michael 48

1st British athlete to finish
London

Championships
2013 World Triathlon

S&CM

MG READ 1/2 page March.indd   1 21/01/2015   10:54

S&CM

MG Read_FINAL.indd   1 25/07/2016   14:28
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HARRY ALLEN represents almost 80 postal administrations worldwide, and o� ers the most 
comprehensive new issue service to trade, every issue from every country in the world. 

Harry Allen Limited Registered o�  ce, 13 Grace Hill, Folkestone, Kent, CT20 1HA Registered No. 10611775 All orders subject to acceptance and status

Harry Allen, 13 Grace Hill, Folkestone, Kent CT20 1HA
Tel: +44 (0)1303 242 992  •  Email: enquiries@harryallen.com  •  Web: www.harryallen.com

FLOWERS AT CHRISTMAS

POSTBOX WALKS

60p

St Helena
Agapanthus

25p

St Helena
Amaryllis

15p

St Helena
Poinsettia

£1

St Helena
St John’s Lily

SHARK’S VALLEY

40p

St Helena

LOT

50p

St Helena

DIANA’S PEAK

60p

St Helena
60p60p

LONGWOOD BARN

60p£1

St Helena

p082_scmdec2017.indd   82 26/10/2017   16:19
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GREAT BRITAIN
(listed in every issue)

001 Star Wars Droids and Aliens, eight values

Issue date: 12 October 2017

Design: Interabang, Illustrations: Malcolm Tween  

Printer: International Security Printers, 

lithography; Perforations: 14.5 x 14.5  

1st -  Maz Kanata

1st - Chewbacca

1st - Supreme Leader Snoke

1st - Porg

1st - BB-8

1st - R2-D2

1st - C-3PO

1st - K-2SO

Notes: The four ‘droid’ stamps include design 
features that become visible only under a UV 
light. Out in cinemas this December Star Wars: 
The Last Jedi is the next chapter in the Star 
Wars saga, following The Force Awakens – the 
UK’s biggest film of all time.

CROATIA
(previously listed in June 2017 issue)

002 Paleontology, two values in sheet of eight 

Issue date: 12 October 2016

Printer: ZRINSKI dd Cakovec Croatia

Perforations: 14

5.00 HRK - The Whale of Zagreb 

 (Mesocetus agrami)
5.00 HRK - The Lion of Dramalj 

 (Panthera leo fossilis)

003 Minerology & Geology,  

two values and miniature sheet of two 

Issue date: 24 October 2016

Printer: ZRINSKI dd Cakovec Croatia

Perforations: 14

6.50 HRK - Rhyolite

4.50 HRK - Morka Sol - Sea Salt

Notes: 4.50 HRK stamp is circular 

004  Proclamation of Mother Teresa as a 

Saint, one value 

Issue date: 15 November 2016

Printer: AKD doo Zagreb

Perforations: 14

7.60 HRK - portrait of Mother Theresa

005 Christmas, one value 

Issue date: 24 November 2016

Printer: AKD doo Zagreb

Perforations: 14

3.10 HRK - Nativity scene showing three kings 

giving gifts to baby Jesus

006 Adris Foundation - A Contribution to 

the Croatian Society, one value 

Issue date: 28 November 2016

Printer: AKD doo Zagreb

Perforations: 14

3.10 HRK - Text reading ‘Zaklada Adris  

 contribution to Croation Society

 against background of ocean  

 beneath the surface

Notes: single stamp issued with accompanying 
label showing ‘A’ logo of Adris Foundation

007 Modern Architecture and Design - 

Viktor Kovacic, three values, in sheet of six 

Issue date: 1 December 2016

Printer: AKD doo Zagreb

Perforations: 14

2.80 HRK - Interior of Kovacic’s Apartment

4.60 HRK - Detail of the Interior of 

 Kovacic’s Apartment

7.60 HRK - The Stock Exchange Palace

Notes: Viktor Kovacic (1874–1924) is known as 
‘the father of modern Croatian architecture’

008 150th Anniversary of Erecting the Ban 

Jelacic Statue, one value 

Issue date: 5 December 2016

Printer: AKD doo Zagreb

Perforations: 14

15.00 HRK - statue of Ban Jelacic on a horse,  

 created by Austrian sculptor Anton  

 Dominik Fernkorn, in Zagreb

Notes: Count Josip Jelacic (1801 - 1859) was the 
‘Ban’ of Croatia and a renowned army general

009 150th Anniversary of Erecting the Ban 

Jelacic Statue, one value 

Issue date: 5 December 2016

Printer: AKD doo Zagreb

Perforations: 14

15.00 HRK - statue of Ban Jelacic on a horse,  

 created by Austrian sculptor Anton  

 Dominik Fernkorn, in Zagreb

Notes: Count Josip Jelacic (1801 - 1859) was the 
‘Ban’ of Croatia and a renowned army general

FAROES
(previously listed in August 2017 issue)

010 The Shipwreck of the Westerbeek, 

1742, two values in a miniature sheet

Issue date: February 29, 2016; 

Printer: Joh Enschedé Security Printers; 

Perforations: 13 x 13

17kr – Drawing of the Westerbeek, a treasure 

chest from the wreck

19kr – Depiction of the shipwreck with survivors 

fleeing to nearby cliffs as the ship is dashed 

against the rocks

011 Postverk Føroya 40th Anniversary, two 

values in a miniature sheet

Issue date: April 1, 2016; Printer: Cartor 

Security Printing; Perforations: 13 x 13

9kr – Blue Postverk Føroya mailbox with ‘40’ 

logo and dates 1976-2016

17kr – Red mailbox with dates ‘1870-1976’

012 Nólsoyar Páll 250 Years, one value

Issue date: April 26, 2016; 

Printer: La Poste France; 

Perforations: 13 x 13

24r – Portrait of Nólsoyar Páll with ship’s mast 

behind

Notes: Nólsoyar Páll (1766-1809) was a 
Faroese seaman and boat builder who helped 
build trade between the Faroe islands and the 
rest of Europe, as well as bringing vaccines 
to the islands

013 Norden 2016: Faroese Food Culture, 

one value

Issue date: April 26, 2016; Printer: Cartor 

Security Printing; Perforations: 13 x 13

9kr – Foodstuffs in a shed, including animal 

skins, fish and nuts

014 Europa 2016 – Think Green, two values 

Issue date: May 9, 2016; Printer: 

Österreichische Staatsdruckerei; Perforations: 

13 x 13

9kr – Green and white tunnel containing the 

words ‘Think Green’

17kr – Grey and green painting of a bike rider 

moving through an urban landscape

NEW ZEALAND
(previously listed in July 2017 issue)

015 New Zealand Surf Breaks, five values 

and miniature sheet of five 

Issue date:  7 June 2017

Printer: Southern Colour Print

Perforations: 14.4 x 14

NZ$1 -  Piha Bar, Piha

NZ$2.20 -  Manu Bay, Raglan

NZ$2.30 -  Surf Highway 45, Taranaki

NZ$2.70 -  Mangamaunu, Kaikoura

NZ$3.30 -  Aramoana Spit, Dunedin

In-depth listings Your comprehensive guide to the
latest new stamps from around the world

003

001

002
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016 2017 Scenic Definitives, two values

Issue date:  7 June 2017

Printer: Southern Colour Print

Perforations: 13.33 x 13.6

NZ$2.30 -  Mangamauna, Kaikoura

NZ$4.30 -  Manu Bay, Raglan

017 2017 America’s Cup, six values 

in miniature sheet of six

Issue date:  3 July 2017

Printer: Collectables and Solutions Centre

Perforations: 13.33 x 13.6

6 x NZ$2.30 - Photographs of yachting -  

 Emirates-sponsored 

 New Zealand Team in action 

 across six values

018 The Great Kiwi Road Trip, fourteen values 

in miniature sheet of fourteen

Issue date:  12 July 2017

Printer: Southern Colour Print

Perforations: 14.4 by 14

Illustrations of travellers making their way 

across New Zealand

NZ$1 -  Cape Reinga

NZ$1 -  90 Mile Beach

NZ$1 -  Taranaki

NZ$1 -  Rotorua

NZ$1 -  Auckland

NZ$1 -  Taumata whakatangi hanga kuauau  

 o tamatea turi pukaka piki maunga  

 horo nuku pukai whenua ki tana tahu

NZ$1 -  Central Plateau

NZ$1 -  Cook Strait

NZ$1 -  Canterbury

NZ$1 -  West Coast

NZ$1 -  Kaikoura

NZ$1 -  Dunedin

NZ$1 -  Fiordland

NZ$1 -  Bluff

019 Recovering Native Birds, five values 

in sheets of 25, miniature sheet of five

Issue date:  2 August 2017

Printer: Southern Colour Print

Perforations: 14.585 x 14

NZ$1 -  Campbell Island Teal (Anas nesiotis)

NZ$2.20 -  Black Stilt 

 (Himantopus novaezelandiae)

NZ$2.30 -  North Island KaKa (Nestor  
 meridionalis septentrionalis)

NZ$2.70 -  South Island Saddleback   

 (Philesturnus carunculatus)

NZ$3.30 -  Northern New Zealand Dotterel  

 (Charadrius obscurus aquilonius)

020 Recovering Native Birds, five values 

in sheets of 25, miniature sheet of five

Issue date:  2 August 2017

Printer: Southern Colour Print

Perforations: 14.585 x 14

NZ$1 -  Campbell Island Teal (Anas nesiotis)

SAN MARINO
(previously listed in August 2017 issue)

021 International Day of Happiness, two 

values

Issue date: March 10, 2015; Printer: Cartor 

Security Printing; Perforations: 13.25 x 13

€0.95 – Four children in various national 

costumes above a globe

€2.30  - Four children fly over ocean and 

mountains on the back of a bird

022 San Marino Architecture, three values

Issue date: March 10, 2015; Printer: Cartor 

Security Printing; Perforations: 13 x 13.25

€0.20 – Puntone della Murata Nuova

€0.30 – Portici del Mercato

€4.00 – Portici e Cripata di Sant’Agata

023 150th Anniversary of the Abolition of 

the Death Penalty in San Marino, one value

Issue date: June 16, 2015; Printer: Cartor 

Security Printing; Perforations: 13.25 x 13

€1.20 – Snapped executioner’s ropein the 

shape of a running figure

024 World Teacher’s Day, two values

Issue date: June 16, 2015; Printer: Cartor 

Security Printing; Perforations: 13 x 13.25

€0.80 – Five children each standing on a pile  

books, with a teacher holding papers

€0.95 – Five children standing in a dark 

landscape with a teacher holding a torch

025 World Toilet Day, three values

Issue date: June 16, 2015; Printer: Cartor 

Security Printing; Perforations: 13.25 x 13

€0.05 – Burgundy cartoon figure seated on a 

toilet

€0.15 – Green cartoon figure seated on a toilet

€3.00 – Red and blue cartoon figures seated 

on toilets

026 World Kiss Day, four values

Issue date: June 16, 2015; Printer: Cartor 

Security Printing; Perforations: 13.25 x 13.25

€0.05 – Purple-haired profile with kissing lips

€0.15 – Green-haired profile with kissing lips

€0.95 – Blonde-haired profile with kissing lips

€2.50 – Blue-haired profile with kissing lips

027 Tenth Anniversary of the Death of Saint 

John Paul II, three values

Issue date: June 16, 2015; Printer: Cartor 

Security Printing; Perforations: 13 x 13.25

€0.70 – Saint John Paul with hands joined in prayer

€2.00 – Saint John Paul in papal vestments

€2.15 – Portrait of Saint John Paul

028 Juventus, Italian Champion 2014-2015, 

one value

Issue date: June 23, 2015; Printer: Cartor 

Security Printing; Perforations: 13.25 x 13

€2.00 – Juventus badge and Italian flag with 

background of the team’s black 

and white colours

029 Christmas, three values

Issue date: October 23, 2015; Printer: BDT 

International Security Printing; Perforations: 

14 x15

€0.70 – Dove holding an olive branch seated 

on a nest, which is placed on a decorated 

Christmas tree

€0.80 – Two snowmen wearing hats and 

scarves, with snowflakes in foreground

€0.95 – A rainbow lights up a decorated 

Christmas tree which stands above a cityscape

030 40th Anniversary of the Foundation of 

Istituto Musicale Sammarinese, one value

Issue date: October 23, 2015; Printer: BDT 

International Security Printing; Perforations: 14 

x 15

€3.30 – Smiling girl holds a guitar, with 

background of a ‘40’ logo

031 Bicentenary of the Birth of Don Bosco, 

two values

Issue date: October 23, 2015; Printer: BDT 

International Security Printing; Perforations: 15 

x 14

€1.20 – Don Bosco portrait

€2.40 – Don Bosco portrait

SLOVAKIA
(previously listed in September 2017 issue)

032 The Bone Marrow Transplant Unit of 

the UCHC, one value

Issue date: 16 March, 2015; Printer: 

Postal Printing House of Securities Prague; 

Perforations: 12.5 x 12.5

€1.15 – Face of a child overlaid by plant growth 

and blood cells

Themes: medicine/ health/ children

018

New stamps

015

016
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033 Vladimir Dzurilla (1942-1995), one value

Issue date: March 31, 2015; Printer: 

Postal Printing House of Securities Prague; 

Perforations: 12.5 x 12.5

€0.80 – Image of Vladimir Dzurilla dressed in 

ice hockey gear

Notes: Vladimir Dzurilla, born in Bratislava in 
1942 played as ice hockey goalkeeper for the 
Czechoslovak national team for sixteen years
034 Technical Monuments, two values

Issue date: April 17, 2015; Printer; Postal 

Printing House of Securities Prague; 

Personalities: 12.5 x 12.5

€0.45 – Drawing of locomotive Parna 464.001

€0.45 – Drawing of Albatros 498.104

035 Europa 2015, Toys, one value

Issue date: May 5, 2015; Printer: Postal Printing 

House of Securities Prague; 

Perforations: 12.5 x 12.5

€0.90 – Rocking horse with colourful 

background of zig-zags and stripes

036 Victory Over Fascism Day, one value

Issue date: May 8, 2015; Printer: Postal Printing 

House of Securities Prague; 

Perforations: 12.5 x 12.5

€1.00 – Figure raising flag  

above a bombed out city

037 550th Anniversary of the Establishment 

of the Academia Istropolitana, one value

Issue date: June 26, 2015; Printer: Postal 

Printing House of Securities Prague; 

Perforations: 12 x 12

€1.40 – Painting showing a monk and nun 

alongside a scribe, writing on parchment

Notes: The Academis Istropolitana was the first 
university in Slovakian territory, founded in 1465 
in Bratislava

038 200th Anniversary of Birth of Don 

Bosco (1815-1888), one value

Issue date: August 14, 2015; Printer: 

Postal Printing House of Securities Prague; 

Perforations: 12 x 12

€1.20 – Portrait of Don Bosco

039 Biennial of Illustrations Bratislava 

2015, one value

Issue date: September 2, 2015; Printer: 

Postal Printing House of Securities Prague; 

Perforations: 12.5 x 12.5

€0.45 – Botanical painting with insects on 

flowers

040 Beauties of our Homeland - The Sulov 

Rocks, two values

Issue date: September 18, 2015; Printer: 

Postal Printing House of Securities Prague; 

Perforations: 12.5 x 12.5

€0.80 –  Sulovske Skaly mountain landscape

€0.90 –  Maninska Tiesnava lake  

 and mountain scene

041 Poľana Protected Landscape Area: River 

Otter, one value

Issue date: October 9, 2015; Printer: 

Postal Printing House of Securities Prague; 

Perforations: 12.5 x 12.5

€0.65 – Painting of River Otter, Lutra lutra

SPAIN
(previously listed in November 2017 issue)

042 Intangible Heritage of Humanity, two 

values in a miniature sheet

Issue date: May 8, 2014; Printer: RCM-FNMT; 

Perforations: 13.75 x 13

€2.00 – Decorated courtyard

€2.00 – Silhouettes of mining equipment, a 

guitar and hands

043 Biscay Football Federation, one value

Issue date: May 16, 2014; Printer: RCM-FNMT; 

Perforations: 13.75 x 13

€0.76 – Football and logo of the Biscay Football 

Federation, which was founded in 1913

044 Spanish brand – Art, one value

Issue date: May 22, 2014; Printer: RCM-FNMT; 

Perforations: 13.75 x 13

€1.00 – Painting of three young women 

wearing full-skirted dresses with elaborate 

decoration

045 Spanish brand – Language, one value

Issue date: June 5, 2014; Printer: RCM-FNMT: 

Perforations: 13.5 x 13.5

€1.00 – Bookshelf containing  

three works of literature

046 FIFA World Cup 2014, Brazil, two values 

in a miniature sheet

Issue date: June 12, 2014; Printer: RCM-FNMT; 

Perforations: 13.5 x 13.5

€1.00 – FIFA World Cup 2014 emblem with 

hands holding the World Cup trophy, with a 

football in the colours of the flag of Spain

€1.00 – The FIFA World Cup trophy, with a 

football in the colours of the flag of Brazil

047 Spanish brand – A, Avance, one value

Issue date: June 13, 2014; Printer: RCM-FNMT; 

Perforations: 13.5 x 13.5

€1.00 – A robotic arm beside computer equipment

048 World Heritage – Urban centres, Toledo, 

two value in a miniature sheet

Issue date: June 19, 2014; Printer: RCM-FNMT; 

Perforations: 13.5 x 13.5

€1.00 –  Wide-ranging view of the ancient  

 city of Toledo in Central Spain

€1.00 –  Close-up of the architecture  

 of Toledo city

049 400th Anniversary of the Death of El 

Greco, one value in a miniature sheet

Issue date: June 19, 2014; Printer: RCM-FNMT; 

Perforations: 13.5 x 13.5

€2.00 – Painting of a cityscape, with figures 

ascending to heaven

Notes: Crete-born artist El Greco (The Greek) 
was known for his Christian-themed paintings, 
which frequently featured the Virgin Mary

050 General Bodies of State Administration, 

two values

Issue date: June 20, 2014; 

Printer: RCM-FNMT; Perforations: 13.5 x 13.5

€0.54 – Drawing incorporating four different 

bridges, from a stone-built structure to an 

advanced suspension bridge

€0.54 –  Drawing of sweetcorn  

 growing in a field

051 75th Anniversaries, three values

Issue date: June 27, 2014; Printer: RCM-FNMT; 

Perforations: 13.5 x 13.5

€0.38 – Hand holding a ribbon which reads 

‘la ilusion’ with the words ’75 Aniversario de 

la Once’

€0.38 – Old and new typewriter keys spelling 

out ‘La Actualidad Mundial En Espanol’

€0.38 – Airborne planes with red and yellow 

smoke, flying around the log of Ejercito Del Aire 

and the words ’75 Aniversario

SWEDEN
(previously listed in May 2017 issue)

 

052 Swedish Pop Exports, five values

Issue date: January 15, 2015

Printer: PostNord Stamps

Perforations: 13 x 13

Brev – Avicii

Brev – Robyn

Brev – Max Martin

Brev – First Aid Kit

Brev – Seinabo Sey

Themes: Music/ personalities

 

For daily stamp updates, and to sign up for our e-newsletter, visit the Stamp & Coin Mart website: www.stampandcoin.co.uk
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053 Toys, Europa 2015, two values in a 

miniature sheet

Issue date: January 15, 2015

Printer: PostNord Stamps

Perforations: 13 x 13

14kr –  Doll on a toy aeroplane

14kr –  Toy horse on wheels beside a  

 seated toy horse

TRISTAN da CUNHA
(previously listed in May 2017 issue)

 

054 90th anniversary of the visit of Prince 

Alfred, Duke of Edinburgh, four values

Issue date: August 5, 2017; 

Design: Bee Design; 

Printer: Lowe-Martin Group, Canada, offset; 

Perforations: 12.85 x 12.85

40p -        Prince Alfred, second son of Queen  

 Victoria, in 1867

80p -        Royal Navy steam frigate HMS  

 Galatea - voyaged to Tristan from  

 Rio de Janeiro over 15 days, arriving  

 August 5, 1867

£1.10 -     View of the Tristan settlement by  

 Oswald Brierly (member of the ship’s 

 party). The settlement was named 

 Edinburgh of the Seven Seas by 

 permission of Alfred (when the 

 landing party returned to 

 the Galatea)

£1.50 -     The 6d black and deep carmine  

 Tristan stamp issued July 10, 1967,  

 showing Prince Alfred in uniform,  

 the peak of Tristan, Queen Elizabeth  

 II and Prince Philip, Duke of  

 Edinburgh in 1957

Notes: Prince Alfred was piloted to shore in 
the ship’s cutter, with a cargo of supplies, 
by senior resident Peter Green, being 
carried ashore through the surf by Green. 
The visiting party was treated to a meal of 
mutton, potatoes, eggs and bread, and the 
Prince met all 53 inhabitants in turn. The 
visit of Prince Philip Duke of Edinburgh was 
noted by a stamp set on January 22, 2017 
(see May 2017 In-depth listings)

New stamps

046

A

Animals: 002, 018

Agriculture: 050

Architecture: 007, 022, 042, 048

Art: 008, 009, 031, 039, 044, 049

B

Brds: 019, 020, 029

Boats: 017

Books: 045

C

Cars: 018

Celebrations: 021, 026, 029

Charity: 051

Children: 021, 024, 030, 032, 035

Christmas: 005, 029

Cities: 014, 022, 048

E

Economy: 006

Education: 024, 037

Engineering: 034, 050

Environment: 014, 015, 040

Europa: 014, 035, 053

F

Films: 001

Fine arts: 006

Fish: 018

Flowers: 039

Food & drink: 013, 050

Football: 028, 043, 046

G

Gardens: 042

Geography: 016

Government: 023

H

Health: 025, 032

History: 010, 011, 012, 022, 027, 034, 037, 

038, 044, 045, 048, 050

Human rights: 023

L

Language: 045

Law: 023

Literature: 045

M

Maps: 018

Medicine: 012, 032, 051

Meterology: 016

Minerology: 003

Mining: 042

Mountains: 040

Music: 030, 042, 052

O

Ocean: 015, 017

P

Paintings: 044, 049

Paleontology: 002

Personalities: 012, 027, 033, 038, 049, 052

Postboxes: 011

Posts: 011

R

Railways: 034

Religion: 004, 005, 027, 038, 049

Rocks: 003

Royalty: 054

S

Saints: 027

Science: 047

Sculpture: 008, 009

Ships: 010, 012, 017, 018, 054

Sport: 015, 017, 028, 033, 043, 046

T

Technology: 047

Toys & games: 035, 053

Travel: 018

V

Vehicles: 018

W

War: 036

Whales: 018

Theme checklist
Use the list below to cross reference the new 
stamps listed in this issue against your theme

045

044

043

042
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 EVERYTHING YOU NEED....
www.british-stamps.com

www.commonwealth-stamps.com
www.foreign-stamps.com

www.usa-stamps.com

Currently 60,000 items online 
These sites o� er you a large selection of illustrated sets 

and better single items that are currently in stock. 
Easy ordering with shopping cart and secure server

PURVES PHILATELICS
Specialists in British Commonwealth stamps.

Purchase on-line or through mail order, using a stamp price 
list broken into twelve sections for speed of access.
Monthly on-line and postal stamp auctions are also 

accessed through

www.purvesphilatelics.co.uk

www.UPAstampauctions.co.uk

FREE 
STAMP 

‘TIPS OF
THE 

TRADE’

UPA Webad.indd   1 1/11/10   09:40:44

DUNCANNON PARTNERSHIP
UK distributor for Lighthouse and Hawid. Wide range 
of stamp and coin accessories. Our site has a full search 
facility, o� ers, promotional codes, newsletters and secure 
on-line ordering
www.duncannon.co.uk    www.hawid-uk.com

www.niblettstamps.co.uk

Comprehensive stocks of Commonwealth stamps from 1902 to 1970, 
specialising in reign of King George VI

Niblett stamps.indd   1 24/8/10   14:05:51

RUSHSTAMPS (RETAIL) LTD
Great Britain stamps for everyone - compare and save

We also BUY. Ask for list
New 144 Page G.B. List now available (R/E No. 72) 

and Worldwide List (R/E No. 69).
By Mail: P.O. Box 1, Lyndhurst, Hants. S043 7PP
By Tel: (023) 8028 2044, By Fax: (023) 8028 2981

By Email: enquiries@rushstamps.co.uk
www.rushstamps.co.uk

rushstamps web.indd   1 11/07/2016   14:28

Scandinavia, Europa, Great Britain
Online listing for all Scandinavian countries, Great Britain  

and Europa 1957 to present. Printed lists available.

Please write stating interests.
B. McLean  P.O. Box 323, ELLON, Aberdeenshire. AB41 7YA

• Email: info@bmclean.co.uk • Web site: http://www.bmclean.co.uk

B Mclean.indd   1 4/12/12   10:35:21

www.robinhood-stamp.co.uk
Singles, sets and collections from around the World.

Retail Shop open every Friday. 
Rushcliffe House, 17-19 Rectory Road,
West Bridgford, Nottingham. NG2 6BE

Tel: 0115 9826152

b&s.indd   1 22/11/2013   16:29

þ THE VERY LATEST STAMP NEWS

þ EXCLUSIVE IN-DEPTH ARTICLES

þ COMPETITIONS TO WIN GB STAMPS

þ COMPREHENSIVE TRADER DIRECTORY

þ FIND COLLECTING EVENTS IN YOUR AREA

…AND MUCH MUCH MORE

WWW.STAMPANDCOIN.CO.UK

www.andrewglajer.co.uk

Andrew G Lajer Ltd
sales@andrewglajer.co.uk
T: +44 (0)1189 344151

Great Britain 1839-1951

Beautiful design 
creative issues 
www.jerseystamps.comwww.jerseystamps.comwww.jerseystamps.comwww.jerseystamps.comwww.jerseystamps.comwww.jerseystamps.comwww.jerseystamps.comwww.jerseystamps.comwww.jerseystamps.comwww.jerseystamps.comwww.jerseystamps.com

Great Britain Queen Victoria (1840 – 1901)
Quality Stamps, Covers and Pre-stamp Material

PO Box 5003, Danbury CM3 4JU
Tel: 01245 223120. Fax/Ans: 01245 224608

K & C Philatelics

www.kcphilatelics.co.uk

K&C philatelics.indd   1 4/2/10   1:37:09 pm

Tel: 01245 223120  E-mail: kcphil@usa.net

K&C Philatelics - updated.indd   1 30/08/2016   14:44

Web directory

L & R Stamps (ADPS)
Bi-monthly Commonwealth and 

Foreign postal auction, no buyer’s
premium or postal charges and

comprehensive Commonwealth list

 www.lrstamps.co.uk

KGVIStamps.com
35,000 Br. Colony listings 

bring your wantlist

KGVI Stamps.indd   1 30/01/2017   09:45

www.michaelkay.co.uk
Your One Stop Shop For These Brands

Davo – Lighthouse – SG
Hawid – Showgard

Serving Collectors
for 28 Years !!

www.ukgbstamps.co.uk

Celebrating 20 years of 
specialised Edward VII 

stamp dealing.

Neil Mantle 01381 622295
neil@ukgbstamps.co.uk

UK GB Stamps.indd   1 23/10/2017   16:43BRIAN REEVE STAMP AUCTIONS
Regular public stamp auctions in London, also monthly 
First Day Cover postal auctions.
Many substantial lots are sold totally unreserved
UNSOLD LOTS ALWAYS FOR SALE FROM LAST AUCTIONS
LIVE INTERNET BIDDING ALSO AVAILABLE

www.brianreeveauctions.com
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New coins released by Pobjoy Mint on behalf 
of the island of Fiji look ahead to the 2018 
Winter Olympics, to be held in South Korea

The two-coin Sterling Silver set celebrates 
both the ice and snow events in which 
Fijian athletes will be competing at the 
2018 Winter Olympics. The reverse of the 
‘Ice’ coin is split horizontally and features 
two of the most popular sports – bobsleigh 
and figure skating.

A lone Olympian is seen travelling at 
speed down a track on a skeleton, and five 
figure skaters are seen skating in unison. 
The ‘Snow’ coin features an Alpine skier 
slicing through the snow and a snowboarder 
shredding down a mountain.

On both coins, the two depicted sports 
have been segregated by using different frosting techniques. The upper sport is 

shown with the athletes frosted in relief with 
a polished background. The sport shown in 
the lower half of the coin utilises a reverse 
frosting technique which has the athletes 
polished in relief with the background 
frosted giving the impression of the snow or 
ice upon which the sport takes place.

The obverse features the Fijian Coat of 
Arms, a heraldic design consisting of a shield 
with the Cross of St George, Fijian Warriors, 
a canoe and a Lion on a proof background.

The XXIII Olympic Winter Games is 
to be held in PyeongChang, South Korea 
from 9 to 25 February 2018. The Games 
will feature 102 events across seven sports 

which include multiple different styles 
of skiing such as Alpine, Cross-country, 
Freestyle and Ski Jumping. Olympians 
from a total of 83 nations are currently 
scheduled to compete.

Coin update

Fiji issues new Winter Olympics coins

Royal Mint issues Remembrance and Christmas coins
The Royal Mint has issued a single coin for 
Remembrance Day 2017 and issued a £5 coin and 
2017-dated sixpence to celebrate Christmas.

This year’s Remembrance Day coin was designed 
by Royal Mint Graphic Designer, Stephen Taylor, 
and is the second design of Stephen’s to appear on a 
UK coin after his reverse design was used to celebrate 
Her Majesty The Queen becoming Britain’s longest 
reigning monarch in 2015. The design is inspired 
by the famous poem ‘In Flanders Fields’ by John 
McCrae.

Royal Mint coin designer Kerry Davies suggested the words ‘Silence 
speaks when words can not’ which appear in the background of 
the reverse design. A Royal Mint statement said: ‘The inscription 
ties in the notion of silence, which many if not all participate 
in on Remembrance Day, and which communicates more about 
Remembrance Day than words ever could.’

The coin is available in Silver Proof, Silver Proof Piedfort and 
Brilliant Uncirculated finishes.

Meanwhile, two coins have been issued to celebrate the festive 
season. The uncirculated £5 coin features an image of a Christmas 
tree designed by Edwina Ellis, while a special six pence is struck in 
silver, with an obverse design by artist and sculptor, John Bergdahl. 
‘The Royal Mint is supporting an age old British Christmas tradition 
by encouraging families to stir The Christmas Silver Six Pence 2017 
UK BU Coin into their Christmas pudding for good fortune,’ a 
spokesperson said.

For more details of all the coins visit: www.royalmint.com

Coin details
Fiji at the Winter Olympics

Issue date: 16 October 2017

Diameter: 38.60mm

Weight: 28.28g

To order the coins visit the Pobjoy Mint 

website: www.pobjoy.com
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Sign up for the free Stamp & Coin Mart e-newsletter and receive news direct to your inbox every month. Sign up at: http://stamp.cm/esign-up

A set of four coins to mark the centenary of the Royal House 
of Windsor has been issued by Pobjoy Mint on behalf of the 
Falkland Islands.

The four coins, which are available in sterling silver or 
cupro-nickel, each feature a portrait of one of the monarchs of 
the House of Windsor: George V, Edward VIII, George VI and 
Queen Elizabeth II. 

This year marks 100 years since King George V made the 
decision to change the name of the British Royal Family to 
Windsor. Prior to that, the family had been known as Saxe-
Coburg-Gotha, a German name inherited from Prince Albert, 
the royal consort of Queen Victoria.

With feelings at a high towards the end of First World War, 
King George felt that people would feel more kindly towards 
the royal family if a change of name was made, and so the 
British-sounding name Windsor was chosen.

King George V features on the first of the coins. He was the 
founder monarch of the House of Windsor and saw Britain 
through the First World War. He died in 1936, the year which 
would infamously become known as the year of the three kings, 
since his son Edward VIII renounced the throne after less than 
a year, in order to marry divorcee Wallis Simpson. 

The third coin in the set features Edward’s younger brother 
George, who became King George VI, ruling from 1936 
through to his death in 1952. As king, George managed to 
undo some of the damage done to the monarch’s reputation 
because of the abdication, and he and his wife Elizabeth made 
themselves highly visible to the public during the Second 
World War in order to boost morale.

The last of the four coins features the current queen, 
Elizabeth II, who has been on the throne since 1952. She is 
now Britain’s longest reigning monarch and is due to celebrate 
the sapphire anniversary of her coronation next year.

Auction highlights

The recent Charity Auction of Bank of England Notes at Spink saw a new 
£10 note with serial number AA01 000010 go under the hammer. The 
orange-brown polymer £10 notes depicting author Jane Austen were issued 
on 14 September.

SOLD FOR £7,200

A Byzantine gold hyperpyron of Isaac I (1185-1195), from the 
Constantinople Mint recently sold at Toovey’s. The coin depicts the Virgin 
enthroned and the Empress standing with St Michael holding a sword 
between them.

SOLD FOR £260

The recent sale of tokens at Baldwin’s of St. James’s included a Wales, 
Anglesey, Parys Mines Co., pattern halfpenny, of 1790. The token shows a 
bust of Druid, with the reverse featuring a cipher PMCo. Around the edge 
of the piece the text reads: ‘PAYABLE IN ANGLESEY OR LONDON’.

SOLD FOR £420

New coins mark 
centenary of Royal  
House of Windsor
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Coins on 
a budget
This month’s bargain piece is a small 
medalet which I purchased from a 
dealer for £3, writes Ed Archer. This 
commemorated the opening of the 
first tunnel under the Thames in 
1843. This tunnel took twenty years 
to build being started in 1823.

The project was the brainchild 
of Marc Isambard Brunel, father 
of Isambard Kingdom Brunel. The 
idea was to connect Rotherhithe 
and Wapping, however the project 
was delayed by technical difficulties, 
shortage of funds and illnesses caused 
by raw sewage leaking into the tunnel.

The very fact that it was completed 
was one of the technological feats 
of the early Victorian era, so several 
medals were struck to commemorate 
the event.

The reverse shows the tunnel with 
the year of its opening. The obverse is 
an advert for W. Griffin of 25 Change 
Alley, Cornhill, London. The firm of 
W.Griffin not only struck medalets 
but were jewellers, silversmiths and 
producers of Sheffield plate. 

The Brunel medalets were produced 
in a variety of metals including gilded 
bronze, brass and white metal. The 
gilded bronze is the most common, 
being more of an advertising 
gimmick, whereas the obverse of the 
brass version has a portrait of Marc 
Isambard Brunel on it.

Internet auctions
Your quick reference price guide to recent coin and banknote 

sales on the popular internet auction site delcampe.net

Buy and sell on Delcampe, more than 50 million collectables are waiting for you! 

http://www.delcampe.net

SOLD FOR £217
Thailand, 100 Bath 1945 UNC

SOLD FOR £675
Germany, Westphalia, 20 frank 1808 

Hieronymus Napoleon gold coin

SOLD FOR £889
Italy, 100,000 lire 1970 note UNC

SOLD FOR £204
Cyprus, 1 Pound 1972 UNC

SOLD FOR £324
Belgium, 5f Leopold 1865 (on 1855) silver coin

SOLD FOR £378
Syria, 25 piasters Banque of Syria 1919 fine

SOLD FOR £880 
France - 500 ‘nouveaux francs’ Molière 

January 6th, 1966 - last date

SOLD FOR £284
Greece, 100 Dr National Bank of Greece 1922 

overprinted ‘NEON’ rare

Coin update

SOLD FOR £302
Luxembourg, ‘Beyersgroschen’ 

John of Bavaria ca 1420 silver coin

SOLD FOR £266
South Africa, 1 oz Golden Krugerrand 2009
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acopo da Trezzo was born 
near Milan but little is 
known of his early life. Like 
many of his contemporaries 
in Renaissance Italy da 
Trezzo was a master of 

many artistic forms. He was best 
known as a gem-engraver, jeweller 
and metalworker, but also turned 
his hand to sculpture, medal casting 
and die-engraving. He prospered 
under the patronage of the Spanish 
Habsburgs in Spain although history 
remembers him as inferior to his great 
contemporary Leone Leoni.

The medal discussed here is 
widely regarded as da Trezzo’s most 
outstanding medallic work. Jacopo 
was in London in late 1554 following 
the marriage of Philip of Spain to 
Mary I of England, and it is possible 
that he was granted a sitting from the 
queen at this time. Da Trezzo’s image 
has been said to have been copied 
from Anthonis Mor’s famous portrait 
of Mary, but it is equally possible 
that both artists attended the same 
sitting. The obverse shows the left 
facing bust of the queen wearing 
an elaborate gown, chemise, a 
pendant jewel, a jewelled cap 
and veil. The Latin inscription 
translates as ‘Mary I, queen of 
England, France and Ireland, 
defender of the faith.’ 

The ‘FIDEI DEFENSOR’ 
title had been given to Henry 
VIII by pope Leo X for his pamphlet 
attacking the works of Martin Luther 
and was bestowed upon the king by 
Parliament following the break 
with the Roman church. While 
it appears on some medals it 
wasn’t to become a feature on 
coins until the reign of George 
I (1714-27) but has been a 
permanent feature since. 

The reverse is full of allegorical 
allusions. The figure of Peace 
sits on a throne under which is a 
cube (representing stability) bearing 

A medal for Mary
This month’s treasure from the British Museum is a beautifully engraved gold medal dating 

to the mid-16th century by Italian engraver Jacopo da Trezzo (c.1514-89)

British Museum EXCLUSIVE Inside the British Museum Coins and Medals Department

known as the ‘excellente’, depicted 
Ferdinand and Isabella in a similar 
way. In a subtle move by the die 
engraver we see that Mary is placed 
slightly higher up on the flan than 
Philip, representing the fact that 
Philip was the king consort. The 
reverse of the coin in incredibly 
interesting as it combines the arms 
of England with the multitude of 
arms represented on the Habsburg 
arms. Philip had claim over large 
areas of Europe, the top left quarter 
includes Castile, Leon, Aragon, 
Navarre and Sicily, while the lower 
left quarter has the badges of 
Austria, Brabant, Flanders, Tyrol and 
old and new Burgundy.

Accounts show that da Trezzo 
was in the service of Philip II in 
the Netherlands and Spain where 
he worked on dies for jettons and 
the king’s great seal of 1557. He 
continued to work for Philip until his 
death in Madrid in 1589.

clasped hands (unity) and a pair of 
scales (justice). A palm and olive 
branch are in her left hand, while in 
the right is a flaming torch which 
is being used to set fire to a pile of 
arms, behind which is a crowd and a 
temple. Medals such as this type were 
often reproduced some years after the 
original but it is thought that this piece 
was contemporary and was one of the 
examples sent by Philip back to Spain. 

Intriguingly it also seems likely 
that Trezzo had a role in the 
production of the Philip and 
Mary silver shillings struck 
between 1554-5. A letter he wrote 
claims that Philip had entrusted 

him with the task ‘of making all the 
dies for this kingdom.’ The design 
of the shilling was entirely new to 
earlier traditions. The coin has on its 
obverse face the facing busts of Philip 

and Mary with the image of the 
queen appearing to draw heavily 
on Jacopo’s medallic portrait. His 
image of Philip also draws on 
the medals he produced for the 
Habsburg prince. 
While unfamiliar in England 

there was a precedent for 
juxtaposing two facing busts on 
the coinage of Philip’s homeland 
of Spain. The Spanish gold coin, 

The Mary I medal of 

1554 (above) is likely 

to have infl uenced the 

design of the Philip 

and Mary silver shilling 

struck around that time, 

and Trezzo likely had a 

role in both designs

Italian Medals c.1530-1600, 
Philip Attwood
(British Museum 2003)

death in Madrid in 1589.

FURTHER 
READING

J

91DECEMBER 2017

p91 British Museum.indd   104 27/10/2017   15:13



92 DECEMBER 2017
 www.stampandcoin.co.uk

Messages on money

Messages on money
Advertising, political propaganda, romantic messages, birth, marriage and death records, naval 

victory celebrations, public executions, messages left by deportees… all featured on re-used coin 
surfaces in the past. Steve Webb examines some notable examples

We cannot 
say who 
within 
the ranks 
of the 
Women’s 

Social and Political Union first 
defaced a British penny by inscribing 
the words ‘VOTES FOR WOMEN’ 
across the monarch’s obverse portrait, 
then slipped the coin into loose 
change so that it could circulate and 
carry the Suffragettes message to the 
general public. We can say that the 
first of many thousands of pennies 
carrying the hand-engraved manifesto 
began to show up in major cities and 
towns in late-1913. Their appearance 
had been heralded by a number of 
forerunners, including earlier coin 
defacers reported in the national 
and provincial press in September 
that year, when the Globe newspaper 
in London told its readers that an 
unusual method of defacing coins 
has just come to light. Militants 
throughout England have stamped 
the words Vive L’Anarchie on coins 
coming into their hands; then slipped 
the money back into circulation. On 
hearing of these actions, a number 
of militant Suffragettes expressed 
themselves in favour of adopting a 
similar scheme.

No doubt the strategists devising 
Suffragette plans for direct action 
must have seen at once that small 
change provided a perfect vehicle for 
carrying the movement’s message. 

Women working in, or shopping 
in, street markets, grocery shops and 
retail stores catering for working-
class and lower-middle-class families 
handled more pennies than any other 
segment of society. Such women were 
also very likely to scrutinize their 
change carefully, and very unlikely to 
miss the inscribed message. 

Anarchists and Suffragettes alike 
were in fact taking their places in 
a long line of coin defacers we can 
trace from their lost or discarded 
coppers (occasionally silver pieces) 
nowadays frequently found by metal 
detectorists and eagerly snapped up 
by collectors in this off-beat but 
fascinating branch of coin collecting. 
If we step backwards a little in time 
to the last few decades of the 19th 
century the names Edward Lloyd and 
Pears Soap loom largest in defacing 
history. Shoppers sorting through 
their coppers in an 1860s-70s high 
street almost certainly spotted a 
well-worn halfpenny or penny with 
a barely readable date (c.1720-1780) 
yet freshly countermarked around its 
rims with messages urging the coin 

Top, from left: one of the 

original Votes For Women 

pennies first distributed by 

Suffragettes in 1913 • 

this interesting item of 

Suffragette memorabilia 

depicts Mrs Cole, a leading 

character in the 1920s play 

How The Vote Was Won by 

Cicelly Hamilton, who was 

a founder member of the 

Women Writers Suffrage 

League. Hand engraved on a 

Victorian penny, the coin sold 

in a 2011 TimeLine Auction 

for £207 • this memento, on 

a silver shilling of George III, 

has the look of professional 

work, perhaps done by an 

engraver fulfilling orders prior 

to embarkation before the ship 

set sail

Right: a fo’c’s’le hand may 

have smoothed and engraved 

his own George III copper 

halfpenny to make this 

keepsake for his sweetheart

holder to buy a copy of Lloyds 
Weekly. Those who heeded 
the advertisement soon found 
themselves reading spicy fake 
news, gossip and melodramas 
in what became the nation’s 
most popular newspaper, with 
sales topping a million. Lloyd 
bought hundreds of thousands of 
worn coins from market traders 
and others who handled lots of 
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loose change. The coins went first 
to East London workshops where 
metal stampers added the slogans. 
Distribution then targeted tram 
conductors across the poorer parts 
of London and other large cities. 
They paid one shilling for fourteen 
of Lloyd’s stamped coins which they 
then palmed off to passengers to 
earn 2d profit, repeating the exercise 
several times a week to supplement 
their wages, at the same time boosting 
sales of Edward Lloyd’s newspaper. 
He became a millionaire long 
before 1861 when the Government, 
responding to public complaints, 
brought in the Coinage Act which 
made it a misdemeanour to deface a 
coin of the realm by stamping words 
thereon, under which an offender 
could expect hard labour for one year; 
with any person caught passing a 
defaced coin liable to a 40s fine.  

Pears Soap makers issued the 
bulk of their counterstamped coins 
post-1861 and would certainly 
have faced heavy penalties had not 
someone in the company spotted 
a useful loophole: the Coinage Act 
protected coins of the realm; but it 
omitted all mention of coins of other 
realms. Pears took a sudden interest 
in French loose change, buying up 
old Napoleon III ten-centimes pieces 
and following in Edward Lloyd’s 
marketing footsteps. In May 1885 the 
Willesden Chronicle commented: ‘In 
stamping coins with advertisements, 
Messrs Pears are simply reviving an 
old and highly objectionable practice, 
it being illegal to deface the current 
coin of the realm. The company has 
had recourse to the so-called French 
penny, which can be bought at more 
than 250 for a sovereign; so their 
advertising is very inexpensive. At the 
same time, we believe every effort will 
be made to frustrate revival of the 
practice, and that omnibus and tram 
companies will refuse to accept these 
defaced coins.’

Within a few days the London 
Globe informed its readers that the 
metropolitan tramway companies 
have given public notice that the 
French bronze coinage stamped with 
advertisements will not be accepted in 
payment of fares. The Post Office and 
other establishments now also refuse 
them. The stamped coins have been 
put into circulation by supplying 

them to dealers at sixteen for a 
shilling. Many thousands will now be 
left in the hands of the public, who 
are the losers to the extent that this 
defaced money will not now circulate 
even in France. 

When it came to the Globe’s 
attention some two weeks later that 
tram conductors were continuing 
to pass on the defaced coins, the 
newspaper commented: ‘It is true that 
conductors will at once exchange one 
for an English penny if asked; but they 
clearly want to get the stamped money 
off their hands. Suppose the public 
were to retaliate by refusing foreign 
pence of every kind. How would the 
omnibus people like that?’

On the same day several newspapers 
covering House of Commons business 
reported that Henry Broadhurst 
MP had asked the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer whether the Government 
were aware that £80,000 worth 
of French coins circulated daily 
in Britain. The Chancellor urged 
the public to refuse them; and the 
defacers to end the practice.

An issue of the St James’s Gazette 
not long afterwards took a rather 
different view when it commented: 
‘It must be borne in mind that the 
very inconvenience caused by the 
practice of using coins as vehicles for 
advertisements promotes the object 
in view. Any additional publicity 
generated by the altercations that 
arise out of defaced coins serves 
to impress further the name of the 

MESSAGES ON MONEY

This piece may have been carved as a souvenir of a Newgate hanging

Three examples expressing political sentiments. The first mocks George 

III for supporting agricultural interests. The second was made by a French 

Canadian expressing his/her views on British rule. The third was made by 

a French POW in the Napoleonic War. It strikes out the English monarch’s 

head, while the reverse depicts a guillotine and declares (in French) Down 

With The King!

John Marshall was just fourteen when he 

made (or had made) this memento, perhaps 

for his mother, prior to embarking on his 

first voyage. Engraved coins such as this 

are snapped up by genealogists looking for 

interesting research projects
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Left, from top: on 

this piece a sailor 

mourns someone he 

left behind who died 

before his voyage 

ended •This wonderful 

piece depicts a French 

vessel captured by 

the British and later 

fighting under a British 

flag in the Nutmeg 

Wars against the 

Dutch. The ship took 

part in the capture of 

Banda Island to give 

victory in the spice 

wars to the British 

• Another sailor gives 

his heart away ... on 

an engraved coin his 

lover may or may not 

have treasured

Below: further 

examples of 

messages on money

advertised product on the memory 
of the person having difficulty 
in getting rid of the coin. That 
is an advantage not to be lightly 
foregone by enterprising traders. 

Three years later (1888) the press 
revealed that the Royal Mint had 
tried, and failed, to sell to French 
mints the Napoleon III centimes 
it had culled from worn coppers 
returned for melting down. It 
transpired that France had, by that 
date, demonetized Napoleon III 
centimes and would only buy them 
from Britain in melted down form. 
Selling the metal to France in that 
way cost British taxpayers £7,000 in 
lost revenue.

With no low-cost postal service 
to carry their communications; no 
chromolithographic postcards to 
send home; no telephones; and email 
unimagined; most 18th-century 
men, women and children had only 
circulating coins to pass from one 
hand to another. Little wonder that 
jobbing engravers and jeweller’s 
apprentices hung around quaysides 
touting for business from passengers 
and junior crew members about 

to embark on lengthy voyages. 
For a shilling they would smooth 
a coin then fill the blank surfaces 
with indelible messages and line 
illustrations depicting vessels, or the 
passenger placing the order. The 
finished coin could then be given 
as a memento to a lover or family 
member left behind as the vessel 
sailed on the tide.

Down to the 20th century the 
vast majority of Britain’s population 
saw and handled only badly worn 
coins. Their flattened and almost 
featureless obverses and reverses 
proved tempting to dissidents, 
political parties out of office, even 
to the Georgian and Victorian 
equivalents of modern-day graffiti 
artists, though working on much 
smaller surfaces. Accidental loss 
has preserved many for modern 
collectors to study. With more 
losses yet to be recovered, this is a 
branch of coin collecting you might 
profitably take part in.

Thanks to TimeLine Auctions, to 
Wildwinds, and to several eBay sellers, 
for help with illustrations. 

Messages on money
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Warwick and Warwick have an expanding requirement for coin and banknote collections, 
British and worldwide and for coins and notes of individual value. Our customer base 
is increasing dramatically and we need an ever larger supply of quality material 
to keep pace with demand. The market has never been stronger and if you are 
considering the sale of your collection, now is the time to act.

Free Valuations
We will provide a free, professional and without obligation valuation   
of your collection. Either we will make you a fair, binding private   
treaty offer, or we will recommend inclusion of your property  
 in our next specialist public auction.  

Free transportation 
We can arrange insured transportation of your collection to  
our Warwick offices completely free of charge. If you decline   
our offer, we ask you to cover the return carriage costs only.

Free Visits
Visits by our valuers are possible anywhere in the country or  
abroad, usually within 48 hours, in order to value larger collections.  
Please telephone for details.

adVisory days 
We are staging a series of advisory days and will be visiting
the following towns within the next few weeks,
Eastbourne, Croydon, Bridgend, Merthyr Tydfil, 
Hinckley, Uttoxeter, Milton Keynes, Witney, 
Cannock, Grimsby, Scunthorpe, Darlington, 
Harrogate, Evesham, Plymouth & Exmouth
Please visit our website or telephone for further details.

excellent prices
Because of the strength of our customer base  
we are in a position to offer prices that we feel  
sure will exceed your expectations.
 

act now
Telephone or email  
Richard Beale today with  
details of your property.
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Mudlarking

S tretching 215 miles, 
from Gloucestershire 
to Southend on Sea, 
the Thames is a river in 
which history runs fast 

and deep. No one knows exactly when 
it earned its name, or precisely what 
it means, but Old Father Thames has 
been winding his way across Southern 
England since the Ice Age.

For much of that time, the river 
has been the focus of commerce, 
communication, and industry. By 
the Medieval period, it was so used 
and abused that ‘dung, laystalls, 
and other filth accumulated in 
divers places upon the banks’ (1357, 
Edward III writing to the Mayor and 
Sheriffs of London).

By the 1800s, the river had become 
little more than a mobile rubbish 
dump and hardy souls were able to 
make a living fishing through the 
detritus left by receding tides. The 
river still attracts ‘mud larkers’ but 
fortunately those who brave the tides 

and grime today aren’t driven by 
the need to feed themselves but 
by a passion for curiosities and 
collectables from another age. 
If you know where and how 
to look, coins and tokens 
spanning 2,000 years of history 
can literally be plucked from the 
mud beneath your feet…

Mud Larker: Jason Sandy
Every river has its own history 
and its own community of 
‘larkers’. Jason Sandy is one of 
the Thames’ more experienced 
mudlarkers whose finds 
include some truly remarkable 
items.

‘My heart nearly stopped 
when I found this 17th-century 
half penny trader’s token along the 
Thames foreshore,’ he says. ‘The 
token is dated 1666 – the year of the 
Great Fire of London! The token is 
from Henry Hopping in Cullompton, 
Devon, and depicts a packhorse with 

the word “CARRIER”. 
So we can assume that Henry 

owned a business which 
specialised in transporting goods 
with the packhorses he owned. 
In the 17th Century, the roads 
in Devon were rough trackways 

and were probably impassable 
to wagons, so packhorses were 

essential. I wonder if Henry was in 
London delivering goods when the 

token was lost? Or, was Henry in 
London after the Great Fire to 

deliver goods and help rebuild 
the capital?’

‘Mudlarking along the River 
Thames foreshore at night is 

the ultimate thrill! It’s dark, 
deserted, and nasties litter the 

foreshore. But, with a high-powered 
head torch, great artefacts can be 
found as the tide recedes. In 2014, 
while night-larking, I was nearly 
hit by a large wave thrown up by a 
passing Thames Clipper boat. After 
the wave receded, I saw something 

A token dated 1666, 

one of the more 

intriguing items found 

along the shores of 

the Thames

Down by the river 
Rose farthings, hammered Medieval coins, Cartwheel pennies, gold Georgian half guineas, silver sixpences, 

copper jettons, and trader’s tokens. This list may read like an auctioneer’s catalogue these coins and tokens 
have one thing in common: they’ve been picked up on the Thames foreshore, writes Paula Hammond

the word “CARRIER”. 
So we can assume that Henry 

and were probably impassable 
to wagons, so packhorses were 

essential. I wonder if Henry was in 

half penny trader’s token along the 

London delivering goods when the 
token was lost? Or, was Henry in 

London after the Great Fire to 

deserted, and nasties litter the 
foreshore. But, with a high-powered 

head torch, great artefacts can be 
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MUDLARKING FOR COINS

Down by the river 
Do I need a permit?
Every country has its own laws covering larking. Check with 
the land-owner or local authority on the rules are before you 
head out. In London, anyone searching, digging, scraping, metal 
detecting, examining or in any way looking for objects on the 
foreshore needs a permit. These are available from the Port of 
London Authority (PLA). The Standard Permit allows you to 
dig to a depth of 7.5 centimetres. The Mudlarking Permit allows 
digging to 1.2 metres, as well as access to some restricted areas. 
To qualify for a Mudlark Permit you must have held a Standard 
Permit for two years and have a record of reporting finds to the 
Museum of London. The renewal period for permits runs from 
December to January.

Safety
The Thames is a tidal river and water levels rise and fall by 
over seven metres, twice a day. While it’s relatively clean, 
sewage, and other detritus often washes up onshore. Rats, ever 
present, spread Weil’s Disease. Access points may be badly 
maintained and slippery. All of these elements make larking 
potentially hazardous - and this is equally true for all rivers 
and watercourses. Plan trips carefully before you venture out.

Jackie White was born in Woolwich and grew up playing on 
the Greenwich foreshore. Despite this Jackie has experienced 
firsthand how easy it is to get into trouble, even in a place 
you think you know well. ‘About four years ago’, she says, ‘I 
was walking along the beach toward the Cutty Sark pub. I 
was mooching about, taking photos of the sunset and became 
totally unaware of the tide. By the time I’d got underneath the 
huge pillars by the Cutty Sark pub I panicked, seeing the water 
about ten feet from the wall. Thankfully, I spotted steps just 
past it and a ladder I wondered about using. My life did flash 
before me as I put a shaky foot onto the first step!’

Top tips
•  Tokens, coins, or other crafted items found on the Thames 

foreshore should be reported to the Finds Liaison Officer at 
the Museum of London. In other areas, other rules apply.

• Always wear sensible footwear, gloves, and carry a phone.
• Check high and low tide times before setting out.
•  Once on the foreshore, keep an eye on the time and watch 

for the incoming tide.
• Ensure you can get off the foreshore quickly. 
• Never go out unaccompanied.
•  Do not pick up hazardous objects. Bullets or bomb cases still 

wash up on the Thames, as do syringes, and other hazards.

round and silver emerging from 
the black mud, freshly excavated 
by the wave. I swiftly picked it 
up, but I was only able to see a 
Commonwealth shield and the words 
‘FOR NECESSARY CHANGE’. I 

Larking etiquette 
Although people have been dropping and dumping objects into the Thames for thousands of years, it’s a finite resource and it’s 
important to protect its history. Be courteous. Don’t take more than you need and don’t tell others where you made your finds. 

had to wait until I got home at 2am 
to examine the coin. I gently cleaned 
it, and with my magnifying glass, 
could read the words ‘1/4 OUNCE 
OF FINE PEWTER’ on the obverse 
and ‘FOR NECESSARY CHANGE’ 

on the reverse. To my surprise, it is 
an ultra-rare Commonwealth pewter 
farthing from April 1654, which was 
only in circulation for two weeks. To 
date, it is still the rarest coin in my 
personal collection.’

Mudlarking should only 

be done with a permit 

and if the area is safe – 

consulting a coin dealer 

may be a safer way to 

grow your collection!
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 Please debit my Credit Card:       Visa     Mastercard     Maestro    (Please tick one)

Card No.: ............................................................................................................................................

Expiry Date:......................    Valid from:......................    Security No.:..................   
(Last 3 digits on 

signature strip)

Signed: ............................................................................. Date: .......................................................

Post: Complete your personal details below, and post this coupon (photocopies accepted) to: 
Stamp & Coin Mart, Warners Group Publications, Fifth Floor, 31-32 Park Row, Leeds LS1 5JD 
Email: Sarah Hopton - sarah.hopton@warnersgroup.co.uk  Fax: 0113 200 2928 Tel:01132002925

   Yes, I would like to sign up for the free Stamp & Coin Mart monthly e-newsletter

Title .......................................... Forename .........................................................  

Surname ............................................................................................................

Address .............................................................................................................  

...........................................................................................................................

............................................................. Postcode ..............................................
We’d like to let you know about our latest offers.

If you wish to receive direct mail from the publisher please tick here  o
If you wish to receive direct mail from selected third parties please tick here  o

Email ..................................................................................................................  
I’m happy to receive special offers via email from:  o  Warners Group Publications plc o  Selected third parties

Telephone (Inc. Area Code) .......................................................................................
I’m happy to receive special offers via telephone from:  o  Warners Group Publications plc o  Selected third parties
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CLASSIFIED ADS
STAMPS

FIRST DAY COVERS

Irish Farthings 1931 “E.F” £7.00. 1932 
“G.V.F” £5.00. Halfpennies 1940 “nvf” 
£3.00 “G.Fine” £2.00. Liechtenstein ten 
franken 1990 silver “proof” scarce £27.00. 
Switzerland five francs 1953 “D” “G.E.F” 
£9.00 Gibraltar 1993 2.8 “ECUS” “UNC” 
£7.50p Gary 07812490892 daytime

Coin list available G.B, I.O.M Jersey etc Suit 
beginner Crown to Farthing send stamp 
to P. Price Stable Cottage Pendre Cardigan 
SA43 1JU

COINS

AUCTIONS

G.B. good quality. Bargain shoe boxes. 
Packed full of kiloware. Unsorted. 
Thousands of stamps. Only £24.50p. Whoel 
world kiloware 500 grams only £15.00p. 
Request 15 first day covers free with your 
order. “Glory boxes” only £50. C.J. Fuller, 89 
Vauxhall Street, Norwich, Norfolk NR2 2SD

For sale world stamps all periods and areas 
on old album pages 20 x pages, @£3.00, or 
40 x pages @£5.00, Julie Best, 7 Kirkstead 
Close, Torquay Devon TQ2 7NJ

200 grams GB charity kiloware, collected 
locally will contain recent commeratives, 
higher values £3.00, 100 grams World 
mission kiloware modern stamps good 
value £10.00. 12 GB Postal dues used £1.50, 
post paid UK. L .Bruce 20 Skippon Way 
Norwich NR7 0RU

Chinese stamps China before 1948. 25 for 
5.95, Peoples Republic 25 for 4.95, Hong 
Kong 25 for 3.95, Taiwan 25 for 3.45 all 
different. Mr F. E Lees Longchase Moneyrow 
Green Holyport Berkshire SL6 2NA

½D price retirement sale world stamp 
packets now ½ price of list prices thousands 
of stamp packet going cheap send for list to 
Mr F.E. Lees Longchase Moneyrow Green 
Holyport Berkshire SL6 2NA

For sale - Quality collections - W. Germany 
catalogue £200+ price £20. Austria 
catalogue £345+ price £35. Australia 
modern catalogue £170+ price £30 all 
different used sets. UK only Postage 
paid. R Morgan. 9 Lon - Y - Wern, Alltwen, 
Pontardawe, Swansea SA8 3BJ

ISLE of ANGLESEY 
CINDERELLA STAMPS 
www.angleseystamps.com 
Tel: 01407840171

Postage £1 for UK orders. Free GB price list. Ray Butcher, PO Box 2, Hunstanton, PE36 6NS (FAST SERVICE)

GREAT BRITAIN UNMOUNTED MINT
1971 Ulster ................0.21
1971 Literary .............0.23
1971 Anniversaries ...0.21
1971 Universities ......0.32
1971 Christmas .........0.18
1972 Explorers ..........0.30
1972 Anniversaries ...0.21
1972 Churches ..........0.37
1972 BBC ...................0.25

1972 Christmas .........0.14
1972 Wedding ...........0.28
1973 EEC ..................0.26
1973 Oak ...................0.08
1973 Explorers .........0.36
1973 Cricket ..............0.32
1973 Paintings ..........0.29
1973 Jones ................0.39
1973 Parliament ........0.24

1973 Wedding  ..........0.26
1973 Christmas .........0.87
1974 Chestnut ...........0.14
1974 Fire ....................0.35
1974 UPU ...................0.33
1974 Warriors ............0.40
1974 Churchill ...........0.30
1974 Christmas .........0.27
1975 Charity ..............0.04

1975 Turner ...............0.25
1975 Architecture ......0.46
1975 Sailing...............0.35
1975 Railways ...........0.47
1975 Parliament ........0.13
1975 Austen ..............0.39
1975 Christmas .........0.35
1976 Telephones .......0.39
1976 Reformers ........0.42

1976 Franklin ............0.11
1976 Roses ................0.39
1976 Culture ..............0.42
1976 Caxton ..............0.39
1976 Christmas .........0.35
1977 Rackets ............0.39
1977 Chemistry .........0.39
1977 Jubilee ..............0.48
1977 Government .....0.12

Ray Butcher.indd   1 25/10/2017   10:46

Email: info@bmclean.co.uk

B. McLEAN
P.O Box 323, ELLON,

Aberdeenshire, AB41 7YA

Visit our online shop at
www.bmclean.co.uk

Free printed price lists for the Scandinavian
countries and Europa issues

Replace from Below ‘Great 
Britain’
 
WITH    
Visit our online shop at
www.bmclean.co.uk
Free printed price lists for the 
Scandinavian
countries and Europa issues
B. McLean,
P.O. Box 323, ELLON,
Aberdeenshire AB41 7YA
Email: info@bmclean.co.uk
 

B McLean December.indd   1 20/10/2015   09:28Free lists
USED STAMPS ONLY

1937 - 2012
From the following countries, 

Individually priced.
Cyprus, Gibraltar and Malta

Gerry Fisher
14 Kelston Grove, Hanham, 

Bristol, BS15 9NL
Tel: 0117 967 1563

4x1 GW Fisher.indd   1 18/11/2016   13:28

Martin Appleton
60 Warwick Road

Basingstoke RG23 8DZ
Telephone: 07787157239

E-mail: martin.appleton@hotmail.co.uk
I buy and sell foreign and commonwealth 

stamps both new and fine used. My stock also 

includes a wide range of thematic material.

m appleton.indd   1 25/3/13   12:17:28
UNSORTED STAMPS

1000 Great Britain
500 World
400 British Comonwealth
150 South & Central America
50 Different G.Britain pre 1953
KGVI 1951 Festival High Values set used

£1.00
£1.00
£1.00
£2.00
£1.00
£6.00

Free Postage
Mike Amos

85 Higher Audley Ave, Torquay, South Devon, TQ2 7PG
Tel: (01803) 325604

mike amos   1 17/11/08   14:10:01

RUSHSTAMPS (RETAIL) LIMITED
P.O.Box 1 Lyndhurst, Hants SO43 7PP

Tel: (023) 8028 2044
Fax: (023) 8028 2981

website: www.rushstamps.co.uk
E-mail: enquiries@rushstamps.co.uk

FREE PRICE LISTS 
- SEND FOR THE BEST!
1) G.B 1840 to date - 144 pages 
- our latest Rush Express covers, 

sets, singles, FDCs Packs, BkIts C.I 
and I.o.M., Locals etc., (R/E No. 72)

2) British Comm and Foreign - 
A to Z Sets, Thematics, Omnibus, 
Errors and Varieties, Specimens, 

Booklets. (R/E No. 69)

COMPETITIVE PRICES 
- PROMPT SERVICE

92
35

23
.0

4

Rushstamps.indd   1 11/07/2016   14:37

W.H.B. DEAN: The Poplars, New Brighton, 
Mold, N. Wales CH7 6QQ.

Tel: 01352 754782
Email: billdean@talk21.com

Do you collect modern used stamps? 
Do you want to purchase single items? 

Do you want to see approval 
selections nicely presented?
Then please write for a selection 

of my approvals, used GB, 
Commonwealth & Western Europe.

ALSO WORLD POSTAL AUCTION SALES
Next sale due soon

Over 400 lots from £5 or more
Please write for free catalogue 

and/or Approvals today

WHB Dean.indd   1 03/10/2016   11:53

WORLDWIDE FDC request 
lists, state interests FDCLTD, 
Nimrod House, Muckhart, 
Dollar FK14 7JH
firstdaycovers@btinternet.com

Held every few months with good selection of GB, 
Commonwealth and World. Also cigarette cards. 
Suit both collectors and dealers. Keen estimates 
and no buyer premiums. Free catalogue from:

G Sharples, 32 Carr Gate,  
Thornton-Cleveleys, Lancashire, FY5 1LB

Email:- sharples601@yahoo.co.uk
You won’t regret it!

Tel:- 01253 825464

STAMP POSTAL AUCTIONS

G sharples.indd   1 28/10/2013   14:53

Great Britain and Common Wealth
Quality Approvals

200 Free Stamps when first applying.
Discounts available & the return

postage is paid

P. Malcolm
14 Birnam Avenue, Bishopbriggs

E. Dumbartonshire G64 2JS
Tel: 0759 493 0006 / Email: peter.malcolm37@ntlworld.com

P Malcolm.indd   1 11/02/2014   13:23

FIRST DAY COVERS
Specialist in Great Britain 

First Day Covers
Free illustrated Price List with over 100 

pages of First Day Covers and
Commemorative Covers

STEVEN RILEY
37 BADGER GATE, THRESHFIELD,

SKIPTON BD23 5EN

Steven Riley.indd   1 3/9/12   16:24:30
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COMPREHENSIVE PRICE 
LISTS NOW AVAILABLE

W.A. JACQUES
ASHVILLE, CLIFFE, SELBY
N. YORKSHIRE, YO8 6NU

Tel: 01757 638226

E: alecjacques@tiscali.co.uk

W Jacques.indd   1 03/10/2013   09:31

ALL WORLD NEW ISSUES
COUNTRY OR THEME

FREE MONTHLY LISTS
STANDING ORDER SERVICE AVAILABLE

IAN OLIVER
5 BEECH ROAD, STIBB CROSS,

TORRINGTON, DEVON, EX38 8HZ
TEL: 07941 39 14 66
FAX: 01805 601111

E-MAIL: iansnewstamps@gmail.com

Ian Oliver.indd   1 25/07/2017   15:24
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MISCELLANEOUSTHEMATICS

ADVERTISE HERE!
Contact Sarah
0113 2002925

or email:

APPROVALS

sarah.hopton@warnersgroup.co.uk

ALL COLLECTORS
ALL risks NO excess

REPLACEMENT VALUE
FOR STAMPS, POSTCARDS, COINS

AND ALL OTHER COLLECTABLES

COLLECTABLE DEALERS COVER.

PUBLIC LIABILITY for

COLLECTOR SOCIETIES

STAMP INSURANCE SERVICES 

C G I Services Limited
29 Bowhay Lane EXETER EX4 1PE

mail@.stampinsurance.co.uk
tel: 01392  433 949 fax :427 632
Authorised & Regulated by the Financial Conducts Authority 

Free 200 stamps
on requesting my GB & C/Wealth  

approvals. Suit beginner and  
medium collector. Personal service with 
gifts and discounts available. Postal only.  

Robert Laidler 38 Haybrow Cres 
Scalby Scarborough YO13 0SG

Tel 01723 378455

Robert Laidler UPDATED.indd   1 26/11/2015   11:51

APPROVALS 
20% DISCOUNT 

ON 
FIRST SELECTION 
Commonwealth, Great Britain, 

West Indies, Australia, Canada, 
New Zealand, Pacific 

Do you collect? 
*Early Colonials mint or used?
*Very modern used/mint
If so we can help you as our 

Extensive stocks cover all 
reigns 

Also send us your wants lists now 
you will be impressed by 

our competitively priced approvals 
and generous discounts. 

Robert Williams (ADPS/UDPA) 
1 Butt Hill Drive, Prestwich, 

Manchester M25 9PL 
Telephone: 0161 798 4734 

Fax: 0161 798 5189 
email: 

riw@isaglo.com 

WORLD APPROVALS
PRICED BOOKS/CARDS

1850-1980
Commonwealth, Austria, Belgium, 

Denmark, France and Cols, Germany, 
Holland, Italy, USA, S&C America, etc

(Name Countries, used singles, mint sets)
Or worldwide unsorted bags at  
5p, 10p, 20p, 50p per stamps.
Selling over 30 years, clients  

nearly as long!

Price range 10p- £10 approx.
14 days approval at low S.G, 

plus discounts

AMBROSIAN STAMPS,
45 AMBROSE RISE, WHEATLEY,

 OXFORD OX33 1YE

ambrosian stamps.indd   1 22/07/2016   10:10

when requesting my 
Foreign and Commonwealth Approvals.

Write now to
Mike Walker, 10 Weston Grove,  

Immingham, N.E. Lincs.DN40 2DE. 
01469 574144 • mjwstamps@aol.com

200 FREE 
STAMPS

Mike walker.indd   1 25/07/2017   16:21

ALL WORLD NEW ISSUES & 
MODERN THEMATIC DEALER

10,000+ SETS AND 
SHEETS IN STOCK

W4 Stamps and Collectables
Erwyn Rentzenbrink

106 Kimberley Park Road
FALMOUTH

TR11 2DQ, United Kingdom

stores.ebay.co.uk/
w4stampsandcollectables 

erentzenbrink@hotmail.com
07468 488 506

Royalty, Queen Elizabeth II, Birds, 
WWI, WWII, Aviation, Concorde, Ships, 

Titanic, Trains, Art, Christmas, Fish, 
Whales, Sharks, Reptiles, Wild Animals, 

Popes, Churchill and many more! 

New W4 Stamps 6x1.indd   1 07/09/2017   11:52

S&CM OFFER QUOTE: “I love collecting”

Next month in…

JOIN TODAY, SAVE MONEY AND RECEIVE EVERY ISSUE 
DIRECT TO YOUR HOME! SEE PAGE 56 FOR OUR LATEST OFFER.

The world’s 
first pictorial 

stamps

THE ORIGINS OF THE 
ONE-CENT MAGENTA

North Borneo’s early stamps examined

GB GEMS
Victoria’s 4d

surface-printed 
stamps in detail

GB GEMSGB GEMS

North Borneo’s early stamps examined

THE ORIGINS OF THE THE ORIGINS OF THE 

The world’s 

ISSUE 
ON SALE 
7 DEC

MEDIEVAL 
TOKENS 

EXPLAINED
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At around 3.30pm on 14 
January 1907, a strong 
earthquake more or less 
flattened the Jamaican 
capital of Kingston. 

Eighty percent of all buildings were 
damaged by the 1907 earthquake and 
the subsequent fires destroyed even 
more. An estimated 800 to 1,000 people 
perished and more than 10,000 people 
were left homeless. The disaster resulted 
in damages estimated at $25 million. 

This obviously was a disaster of 
enormous proportions for such a small 
country which was still a British colony.

Help arrived from many parts of the 
world. The Barbados Post Office decided 
to issue a postage stamp with a surcharge 
of 1 penny going to help the victims. 
The current 2d definitive was overprinted 
‘KINGSTON/RELIEF/FUND./1d.’ 
in red and the stamp went on sale on 
25 January 1907. The stamp had now 
been changed to a one-penny value with 
the extra penny going to the fund. The 
overprinting was carried out locally in 
Barbados by TE King & Co.

However, it was soon discovered that the 
overprint had been applied upside down 
on at least one sheet. This caused a lot of 
dismay at the Barbados Post Office which 
didn’t want to create any unnecessary 
philatelic rarities. The decision was taken 
to produce a new printing with the 

overprint upside down! 
This new variety went on sale on 25 

February 1907. One can only guess that 
the collector who had discovered the error 
stamps was furious. What had seemed like a 
valuable rarity for almost a month had now 
been reduced to very little.

Even today the stamps with the inverted 
overprint are a lot cheaper than the original 
issue. A major UK mail order dealer 
charges £5.75 for an unmounted mint 
copy of the original issue and only £4 for 
the error stamp.

The overprinting of stamps often 
results in other interesting and sometimes 
quite costly varieties. This was also the 
case with the Relief Fund issue. The 
overprint setting included a variety where 
the stop was missing after 1d. This easily 
spotted variety adds a lot of value to the 
stamp. Illustrated here is a block of four 
of the error stamps one of which has the 
‘no stop’ variety.

One can only hope that the unusual 
decision of the Barbados Post Office 
resulted in more sales and more money 
for Jamaican earthquake victims. 

Rather amazingly, exactly the same 
problem arose in the USA when a 
stamp was issued on 2 October 1962 
in honour of UN Secretary General 
Dag Hammarskjöld who died in an 
air crash in Africa. The three-colour 
commemorative featured a portrait 

Stamp miscellany

of Hammarskjöld along with the UN 
building in New York. The stamp was 
printed in black, brown and yellow.

Soon after it had been issued, a few 
hawk-eyed collectors noticed that they 
had acquired sheets where the yellow 
background colour had been printed 
upside down. These finds of course became 
major news stories and when they reached 
Postmaster General J. Edward Day he 
reacted very much in the same vein as they 
did in Barbados way back in 1907. 

A new printing of no less than 
40,270,000 stamps was ordered but 
this time with the yellow background 
inverted and the new ‘error’ stamps went 
on sale on 16 November 1962. The 
original finders of the error sheets must 
have been bitterly disappointed. What 
could have been a major rarity had now 
been reduced to the most inexpensive 
stamp invert of all times. A superb 
UMM copy can easily be obtained for 
just a few pence.

Barbados invert with 

missing stop after 1d

US Hammarskjöld 

inverted yellow colour 

with the yellow plate 

number upside down, 

any collectors holding 

examples of the error 

were quickly left 

disappointed by the post 

offi ce’s reaction

Correcting 
mistakes

Discovering a stamp error is a collector’s dream and a postmaster’s nightmare, as Christer 
Brunström reveals as he details two stamp errors that were quickly airbrushed out of history
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Please choose which 
service you prefer …

TO REQUEST ON-LINE AND  
FOR FREE STAMP TRADE TIPS – 
Please visit our website 
www.upastampauctions.co.uk

SELLING? RECEIVE UP TO 36% MORE
CONTACT US NOW ON 01451 861111 or post to:

UPA, (Admin Office), 4, The Old Coalyard,  
West End, Northleach, Glos. GL54 3HE, UK

Fax: 01451 861297| E-mail: andrew@upastampauctions.co.uk

NAME ...............................................................................................................................................

ADDRESS ........................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................. POSTCODE.................................................SCM 12/17

Tel. No. (Day) ..................................................................................................................................

Tel No. (Eve) ...................................................................................................................................

Brief details ....................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

FREE AUCTION CATALOGUE
NAME ...............................................................................................................................................

ADDRESS ........................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................. POSTCODE..................................................... SCM 12/17

POST TO: Universal Philatelic Auctions, 4, The Old Coalyard,  
West End, Northleach, Glos. GL54 3HE, UK   : 01451 861111

PLEASE MAIL ME YOUR U P A 20,000+ LOTS 

1st £25 FREE Approvals Coupon
I collect the following countries / areas:

............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

A FREE 4 MARGIN 1841 BLUE CAT. £90 WITH 3rd SENDING
I collect  MINT and/or  USED

NAME ...............................................................................................................................................

ADDRESS ........................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................. POSTCODE......................................................SCM 12/17

POST TO: Omniphil and Avon Approvals 
P.O. Box 10, Tewkesbury, Glos GL20 8YX Tel: 01684 299278

Do it now and I'll round your Free offer up to £30

WORLD OFF-PAPER MIXTURE
NEW, 1st 500 Stamps FREE

TRIAL Offer – Send NO Money Now
OK thanks, count me in. I’m UK based, aged 18+. Please mail me over 2,000 off-paper 
assorted World stamps, FREE trial offer, for me to pick up to My 1st 500 stamps FREE.
Pick the BEST, Return the Rest. I understand you’ll also enclose ‘unit’ priced stamps 
upon Approval – simply pay for any I wish to keep and return the rest. No need to 
purchase anything – just return, I can STOP/start service anytime…

NAME ...............................................................................................................................................

ADDRESS ........................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................. POSTCODE........................................................................

TELEPHONE..................................... E-mail .................................................................................
POST TO: Avon Mixtures, P.O.Box 10, Tewkesbury, Glos GL20 8YX SCM12/17 

Tel: 01684 299278
Or …Order on-line at: www.upastampauctions.co.uk – GO TO MIXTURES

PLEASE MAIL, WITHOUT OBLIGATION, UPON APPROVAL 

...............................................................................................................................

.............................................................

BUYIN
G  

or S
ELLIN

G

Visit o
ur w

ebsite

www.upasta
mpauctio

ns.c
o.uk

 ..............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

 ..............................................................................................................................

 ....................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

REQUEST MY ‘TIPS OF THE TRADE’ FREE BOOKLET

01451 
861111

ONE OFFER PER UK 
Philatelic Household

TRIAL Offer – Send NO Money Now

PLEASE MAIL, WITHOUT OBLIGATION, UPON APPROVAL

Inserts: Strand Stamp Centre and The Stamp Group
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