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WELCO� 
A year is a long time in tech. Whole industries can spring up or vanish. Hitherto 
unimagined gadgets can go from the prototyping stage to being considered 
indispensable, and selling in droves. Along with the promise of hoverboards (not 
the two-wheeled variety, the sort that actually, you know, hover), it’s what makes 
tech such an exhilarating sector to cover.

Once in while, though, it pays to cast an eye backwards and appreciate just 
how far we’ve come, and how we got here. As always, we start the year with a 

look at the best gear of the previous year in our annual Gadget Awards (p. 38).
As much as we love shiny chunks of glossy polycarbonates, batteries and displays, without 

the software that powers them they’re pretty, but pointless. Which is why we’ve also undertaken 
to create a list of the Best South African Apps (p. 54) of the last year. Come the end of this 
year we’ll be asking for your input for the next list, but more on that in issues to come.

Eyes front! It’s been a long time since we’ve been genuinely excited about any device 
emblazoned with BlackBerry’s logo. But 2016 starts with us more intrigued by the BlackBerry 
Priv (p. 6) than anything slated for release by the bigger names in mobile. You can bet a full 
review will follow soon.

Meanwhile, in his regular column, Rob Forbes outlines his tech wish list for 2016 (p. 34) and 
beyond. Some of it’s wishful thinking, most of it’s common sense, and all of it got our heads 
nodding in agreement.

We’re not really the resolutions sort, but if you are, you’re going to need something to track 
your progress, and the Best of Fitness Trackers (p. 20) has you covered.

If you’ve already opted for putting your feet up poolside instead, our selection of the best of 
local Craft Beer (p. 30) should both broaden your hoppy horizons and help assuage any 
residual guilt.

Finally, there’s no doubt this year will see even more smarthome tech vying for our collective 
attention and cash, but until then, you can Win R25 000 in smarthome kit (p. 44), which ought 
to give you a sizeable head start on those early adopting, show-offy Joneses next door. You’re 
most welcome.

look at the best gear of the previous year in our annual 
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H O T TS

Something weird is happening: for years 
everyone’s been trying to make gadgets 
that are just featureless screens, but now 

things are getting physical again. The 
newest iPad (the Pro) has a stylus and a 
keyboard. Samsung’s new Serif TV has 

legs and sticky-out bits. This is great news 
for BlackBerry, the master of fiddly parts, 
and accordingly it has brought out a new 

Android phone with a slide-out QWERTY. 
We only need the keyboard to slide the 

other way to reveal media control keys and 
we’re right back to 2006’s Nokia N95. 
In reality, while it’s not the first slider 
BlackBerry has made, the Priv is no 

nostalgic throwback. It’s an Android for 
business types who want a proper 

selection of apps, but who also need proper 
typing for their memos and proper security 
for their emails. And it’s actually really quite 

nice: the 5.4in/13.7cm, 2560x1440 
AMOLED screen has subtly curved edges, 
and beneath the hood a Snapdragon 808 

processor, 3GB RAM and a 3410mAh 
battery provide plenty of muscle. Fond as 
we are of nonconformity, we rather like it.

As hot as… the underfinger crunch 
of freshly fallen keys

Rtba / blackberry.com/za

BLACKBERRY 
WANTS ANOTHER 
GO ON THE SLIDE

BlackBerry Priv

HOT
FOUR

#1

Out back
BlackBerry spotters will 

recognise this carbon weave 
material from the Q10. It’s 

arguably not as classy as glass, 
but it is nicely grippy. The 
18MP camera has optical 
stabilisation, like the one 

in the iPhone 6s 
Plus.
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U F F 24 PAGES 
OF THE BIGGEST 
STORIES FROM 
PLANET TECH

Wait, I know 
a shortcut…

For time-poor execs, each 
of the keys can be assigned a 

long-press shortcut. Maybe ‘h’ 
for ‘speed-dial home’, ‘t’ for 

‘activate the LED torch’, or ‘b’ 
for ‘compose email to 

Babycakes’. 

We must admit, it’s been 
fun seeing people react 
to this phone keyboard. 
But it is brilliant. Like the 
BlackBerry Passport, 
the keys double up as 
a trackpad, letting you 
scroll through web 
pages, insert typing 
predictions with a flick 
and delete words with 

a swipe. We found 
ourselves using it a lot.

The Priv’s default 
on-screen keyboard is 
also excellent: it tracks 
where your fingers tend 
to land and adjusts the 
sweet spot, resulting 
in fewer mistakes. If 
BlackBerry sold its 
software keyboard 

on the Google Play Store, 
we’d buy it for our HTC.

The screen is superb, 
too. It’s one of the best 
displays we’ve seen; only 
the Samsung Galaxy S6 
can beat it for contrast, 
colour and crispness. 

The Priv will be pricey, 
but if you’re a business 
type it’s worth a look.

Fingers-on 
with the 

new ’Berry
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FFUTSO TH

The Philippine tarsier is one of the world’s 
smallest primates, a fist-sized monkey-

type-thing that looks like a small, worried 
squirrel. But while a tarsier’s head is not 
much bigger than a walnut, its eyes are 

huge – bigger than its brain – and its night 
vision is 1000 times better than yours. 

And you know what tarsiers use to 
take pictures at night, without a flash? 

The Leica SL. That’s not true, obviously: 
tarsiers are smaller than the Leica SL, 

they’re very shy animals and they don’t 
have R100k. But Leica’s astonishingly 
fancy new system camera does have 

fantastic low-light smarts, with an 
ISO range that goes up to 50,000. It’s also 
extremely fast, taking 11 full-frame, 24MP 
shots per second and shooting absolutely 
sumptuous 4K video. Its 4.4million-pixel 
viewfinder confers tarsier-like vision on 
the user, and you don’t need to have eyes 
that are bigger than your brain. That alone 

has to be worth the hundred grand. 
As hot as... wearing fur in the Philippines

R108 000 (body only) / leica-camera.com

LEICA MAKES 
A PRO COMPACT 
SYSTEM CAMERA

Leica SL

HOT
FOUR

#2

FFUTST

HOT
FOUR

What big 
eyes you have

While most lenses sip at 
light like a straw, Leica’s new 

50mm f/0.95 Noctilux is a 
bucket. It may be the nicest 
50mm lens you can buy, if 
you can buy it – the price 

is a non-trivial 
R150 000.
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FFUTSO TH

Something you may have noticed about 
Android Wear is that it’s pretty darn 

affordable. In fact, it’s basically impossible 
to spend more than R6 500 on a Google-
powered smartwatch. Or, it was. Clearly, 

the chuckling Swissmen of the luxury 
watch industry have also noted this point. 
Their response has been to dress Android 
Wear up in something a little more formal 

– titanium and crystal sapphire, with 
some custom watch faces that echo 

Tag’s classic watch designs but add nifty 
smart touches like sub-dials that relay 

info from apps – and to bump the price up 
by about four times. It won’t give your 
bank balance the beating that Apple’s 
gold Watch Edition would dish out, but 

the Connected certainly isn’t cheap. 
Interestingly, Tag Heuer is offering anyone 

who buys their Connected smartwatch 
the chance to trade it in (with some more 
of your money) for one of its mechanical 
Carrera watches after two years. Sounds 

like they’re still keen on selling plenty 
of those, if this whole smartwatch 

thing doesn’t work out. 
As hot as… Iron Man’s handshake

R21 000 / tagheuer.com

THE FIRST 
LUXURY ANDROID 

SMARTWATCH 
Tag Heuer Connected

HOT
FOUR

#3

Engine 
upgrade

This is the first smartwatch 
we’ve tried that runs on an 

Intel Atom chip. We’ll see what 
advantages – if any – this will 
give it, but top of our wishlist 

would be a battery that 
lasts more than 

a day. 
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FFUTSO TH

Time waits for no man – and it doesn’t 
hang around for drones either. More 

often than not, by the time you’ve got 
your quadcopter in the air, narrowly 

avoided colliding with the tops of some 
trees and shaken off the attentions of any 

nearby dogs, there’s a ‘low battery’ warning 
on the controller and it’s time to return to 

base for a top-up. Parrot’s new Bebop ekes 
every last spin of its four propellers out of 
the battery, boosting the flying time to 25 
minutes, which is more than long enough 

for it to get all tangled up in some branches 
and keep the kites company.

As hot as… a prop blade’s leading edge
Rtba / parrot.com

BEBOP 
STRIKES BACK

Parrot Bebop 2

HOT
FOUR

#4

With 
flying colours

You might want to keep the 
Bebop out of the skies on 

dreary days. The default paint job 
isn’t conducive to keeping sight 

of it in grey skies. Might be an 
idea to get a custom lumo 
paint job if you’re going to 

be flying in winter. 



Product colour, shape and interface are for reference only. 
The actual product may vary. UI functions and applications may vary by region.
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Moto X Force
R10� 900 (32GB) / store.orange.com/za

A PHONE FOR 
ALL YOU LITTLE 
SMASHERS

while the PR officer encouraged 
us to repeatedly thrash one on the 
corner of the desk. If you’re a serial 
smasher, someone for whom the 
online world is lensed through a 
spider’s web of screen cracks, this 
could be a sound investment.

● Style and substance
Otherwise, this is a very similar 
handset to the Moto X Style. It 
has a smaller 5.4in/13.7cm screen 
but the same Snapdragon 810 chip, 
3GB RAM and 21MP back camera, 
and a healthy 3760mAh battery 
with support for the two main 
wireless charging standards, PMA 
and Qi. It’ll come in 32GB and 64GB 

This phone comes with a 
four-year warranty against 
its screen cracking or 
shattering. Smashing!
● Five-piece of mind
Motorola says the ShatterShield 
display of the Force uses a five-
layer system consisting of a very 
hard outer lens, an internal lens 
designed not to crack or shatter, 
a second touch layer in case the 
first one is damaged, and then the 
AMOLED display and an aluminium 
chassis behind it. If it does crack 
during normal use, including drops 
and falls, Moto will replace it. “Not 
through deliberate misuse,” it said, 

versions, with a microSD card slot 
for up to 2TB of expansion. Moto 
Maker customisation is also 
available, including an LG G4-like 
leather and a unique  ‘ballistic 
nylon’ cross-hatch material. 

● Help, I can’t swim! 
With a name like ‘Force’ and all 
this talk of shatterproof screens, 
you could be forgiven for thinking 
this is a full-on rugged phone. We 
certainly did. But while it has the 
same hydrophobic coating as 
other Moto X phones, it’s not 
fully waterproof. Secured against 
the smash, then, but Achilles’d 
by the splash.

The X force is 
shatterproof and, if 

you’re overseas, can 
be colour coded to 

match anything you 
like via the Moto 
Maker service.

V I T A L S T A T S
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Cash is so passé 
WECHAT WALLET

South Africa has some of the most advanced banking security in the 
world, thanks in part to having some of the world’s most ambitious and 

cunning fraudsters, but it’s still going to take a while before we get 
support for Apple Pay or Android Pay in the local Spar. Until then, there’s 
WeChat Wallet. It’s a mobile payment service backed by Standard Bank 
that lets you send money to other WeChat users – even those without 
bank accounts – buy airtime, data, electricity or a vegan brownie from 
that dreadlocked chap with a SnapScan QR code on his T-shirt at the 
Saturday market. You can even cash out at Standard Bank ATMS or, 

you guessed it, your local Spar. Cash? What’s that?
Free / wechat.com

Because everything deserves 
to enter the digital age

RUBIK’S FUTURO CUBE
We’ve all taken the short route to solving a Rubik’s Cube – taking 
it apart and reassembling it in order. Just us? Damn. Still, it’s hard 
to do that with the Futuro Cube, a touch-sensitive update of the 
puzzle cube which adds leaderboards, multiplayer, the ability to 
play Tetris and other games, and an SDK if you’re skillful with the 

coding and want to make your own features. The modernised 
cube is long overdue but now we’re left wondering: When will we 

be getting the mind-controlled version?
R1 600 / thegadgetshop.co.za
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THE FORCE’S 
DISPLAY USES 
A FIVE-LAYER 
SYSTEM AND 
IF IT CRACKS 
MOTOROLA 

WILL REPLACE 
IT FOR YOU 

If you were looking for a phone 
with an X after its name but for 
a lower buy-in, you could do 
worse than check out OnePlus’s 
second phone launch of the 
year, the OnePlus X. 

This 5in/12.7cm phone is 
more about design than power, 
although with a Snapdragon 801 
and 3GB RAM, it’s not exactly 
limping. The best news is the 
pricing: the ‘Onyx’ black version 
costs just R4 270, while the 
limited edition ‘Ceramic’ version 
comes in at R5 800.

The catch? As with other 
OnePlus phones, you can’t 
just buy one from a shop: you 
need an invite. Visit oneplus.net 
to apply.

ALSO JOINING
THE X-MEN
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STACK IT

BACK IT

SACK IT

Waist hot, want not
ION BELT
There’s loads of superfluous 
space for rent in human 
clothing. These enterprising 
individuals have managed to 
engineer the inclusion of a 
3000mAh battery into a belt, 
with the USB plug on the end 
of the tail. We hear you: what’s 
the amperage? It’s 2.1A, so it 
ought to charge your phone, 
or your watch, pretty crisply. 
$100 / iontechwear.com

Gram slam
ARCANO 
SYSTEMS 
OBSCURA
The Obscura gathers together 
a whole gamut of geekiness: 
Arduino, synth and retro 
games. Plug in a USB MIDI 
keyboard, choose one of 16 
programmed sound effects 
and get creating computer 
game music like you’re a 
Commodore coder in 1989. 
$105 / arcanosystems.com

Pretty easy puzzle
PUZZLEPHONE
If you feel like you’ve seen this 
before, it might be because 
you have. The PuzzlePhone 
concept was out and about in 
late 2014. But now the Finnish 
developers are ready to hit 
the production line with their 
Google Project Ara-like phone 
that separates the body, 
battery and brains into three 
upgradeable parts. 
from €400 / puzzlephone.com

You spin me right round
PIXELIO 3D
There’s another 3D scanner 
on page 28 that makes you do 
the turning. This one is more 
laid back, with a rotating arm 
that whisks your attached 
smartphone or camera around 
the thing that you’re scanning. 
More than that, you can attach 
your camera facing outwards 
to create precise panoramas 
or tantalising timelapses. 
£90 / pixelioscanner.com

Tripping the light agnostic 
MOLT M.STICK

You can’t put light in a box. Well, 
you can – this is light in a box. But 

we mean that you shouldn’t put 
light in a categorical box: this is a 

bike light, this is a ceiling light, this 
is a fridge light, etc. You should just 

say this is a light, and I will use 
this light for many things, helped 

by the accompanying apps. I may 
use it as a bike light, but I can also 

use it as an audio visualiser, a 
selfie flash, a visual timer for 

cooking or exercising and a 
camping light. Even as a bizarrely 
obtuse way of getting a weather 

report. I shall use its magnetic 
or tripod mount, or optional 

running or bike mounts. But I 
will not put it in a box. Unless 

it’s a bit dark in the box. 
$80 / molt.kr

INDIE-

GOGO
INDIE-

GOGO

KICK- 

STA
RTER

KICK-
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RTER

KICK-
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RTER
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A drone that converts into a tiny tank WTF?

H SO T FT U F

DROP EVERYTHING 
AND DOWNLOAD...

Worried about how you’re going to entertain the in-laws at the annual 
family holiday? This iPad game, available for less than the price of a pack 
of playing cards, will easily kill an hour. One hundred puzzles are 
presented to you as no more than a word on the screen with no other 
clues as to how to progress… except us telling you now that they involve 
touch or accelerometer or sound. Pass it around the gang and let 
silliness ensue! Or, stilted awkwardness. It depends on your in-laws.

Progress To 100  R40 / iOS

Along a bit, up a bit… shoot!
B-UNSTOPPABLE TANKCOPTER

Have you ever been in a helicopter? It’s brilliant… so long as you 
ignore the fact that you’re sitting in a machine that is airborne 

only by the ‘grace’ of screaming, gnashing mechanics into 
which jet fuel is being injected with the elegance of a firehose. 

Which is a whirly way of getting to the ‘why’ of this tracked 
drone, which can whisk itself along the ground further and 

quieter than it can fly. Its tank dynamics let it navigate 
obstacles that would flummox wheels, with the rotors on 

standby as a Get Out Of Mire Free card. Currently on Indiegogo, 
the top-spec model (R2 250) has a 720p camera that sends 

live views to a screen on the controller.
from R1 300 (import) / bgobeyond.com

If you’re showing your age, you might afford it
ROMAIN JEROME 
SUPER MARIO BROS. WATCH
Nintendo’s Mario is more than just a mascot, he’s… an 
extremely famous mascot. When you mention video games to 
a non-gamer Mario is the first thing to jump to mind. Now you 
can put that sort of recognition on a wrist but you’ll pay for the 
priveledge. Romain Jerome, Swiss watchmakers with a taste 
for classic games, have a 30th anniversary Super Mario Bros. 
mechanical wristwatch on the way. Getting one of the limited 
85-piece run will set you back the price of a cheap-ish 
Mercedes but the dedication you have to your favourite 
character will live on forever. Until you die. 
R275 000 / romainjerome.ch
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The bigger picture in tech

ROBO ROSSI RELEGATOR
The response from the internet 
was immediate and astute: “No, 
Yamaha, don’t invent a robot to 
ride motorcycles. Invent a robot 
to do my crummy job so I can 
ride motorcycles.” But it’s too 
late. The Japanese company 
has already put time and money 
into this riding robot, which 
uses conventional hand and 
foot controls to realise two 
aims: one, to develop rider safety 
and support systems; two, to 
eventually ‘surpass’ celebrity 
bike racer Valentino Rossi. Which 
is marketing, of course, but given 
Rossi just narrowly missed out on 
his 10th World Championship win, 
perhaps the cyber rider’s alarming 
intentions had him spooked.   
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AI KNOWS WHAT YOU 
DID LAST SUMMER
Facebook’s researchers are 
using artificial intelligence to 
scan, separate and identify 
elements in photographs. 
When it’s deployed you’ll be 
able to search for ‘dog’ and 
see all the dog photos you 
and your friends have taken, 
even if you’ve never tagged 
a dog. Creepy, but cool. 

YOUTUBE LAUNCHES 
RIVAL TO NETFLIX
Google has announced 
YouTube Red, a $10/m 
service that offers ad-free 
and offline viewing, 
exclusive videos and 
access to Google Music. 
It’s US-only at the moment, 
but stop scrabbling for your 
passport: it’ll be coming to 
us at some point. 

YOUR NEXT LAPTOP 
COULD RUN ANDROID
Google is reportedly looking 
at turning the Chrome OS it 
makes for all Chromebook 
laptops into a species of its 
Android phone OS. What 
does that mean? It means 
you could run all the apps 
and games from your 
phone on a lightweight, 
cheap(ish)  laptop. 

NEWS FEED



What more could one add to the class-leading 8-speed automatic gearbox and 
German-engineered 4MOTION® technology of the Amarok? How about 19’’ Cantera 
alloy wheels, Bi-Xenon headlights, front and rear Park Distance Control and a rear 
view camera. Then amplify its bold presence with a robust under-run guard, unique 
side decals and a steel styling bar and side steps. Introducing the Amarok Ultimate. 
Visit a Volkswagen Dealer in your area today to find out more.

Amarok. Not just tough, smart.
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A selection of wrist-based 
personal trainers to help 

you keep tabs on your flab

FITNESS 
TRACKERS

THE ACTIVITY-UPPER

Garmin Forerunner 630
Ground Contact Time, Lactate Threshold 

and Vertical Oscillation – we fail to see 
how our ‘jogging’ could possible attract 

such high science terminology. But then 
the 630 is Garmin’s new flagship running 

watch. Amateurs might be better off 
with the Forerunner 230 or optical-

HRM-equipped 235. All three can 
notify you of calls or texts, if you’re 

looking for excuses to rest.
Rtba / garmin.com/za

THE OVER-ANALYSER

Misfit Shine 2
As liberal as we are in the twenty-teens, 
some folks still cannot turn up for work 

looking like an extra from a kid’s show 
with garish adornments on every limb. 
Misfit’s Shine has always taken a more 
subtle approach, and this new version 

is no different – except that it’s now 
thinner and more accurate, with 

coloured LEDs, a vibration motor for 
notifications and Bluetooth 4.1.

R1 400 / misfit.com

Polar A360
Car makers often launch bicycles, not 

expecting people to like them so much 
that they get rid of their cars. Polar’s 

reputation is built on heart-rate 
monitoring belts, so this new watch with 
an optical pulse reader is a slightly risky 
move. What’s more, the A360 is really 
capable: it has a two-week battery for 
activity tracking, workouts and sleep, 

as well as handling phone notifications.
Rtba / polar.com/a360

THE ALL-ROUNDER
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This month’s mobile must-downloads

1 Microsoft Arrow
Free / Android 
Hailing from the same Microsoft 
Garage workshop that produced 
the popular Next Lock Screen, this 
is Microsoft’s fully fledged launcher 
app. Yep, for Android. Get over the 
weirdness, get with the slickness.

4 Garmin Connect
Free / Android, iOS
Out with the blue and in with the 
new: Garmin’s activity tracker app 
gets a new neon-on-black look. 
No alarming changes to the data, 
which is good if you’re precious 
about your activity history.  

7 Agent A
R40 / iOS
This ’60s-style puzzler has you 
point-and-clicking your way to 
the discovery and apprehension 
of enemy spy Miss Ruby La Rouge. 
Add some modern relevance by 
playing it in Chinese. 

2 Google Chrome 
for iPad
Free / iOS
If you’re up to date with iOS9 on 
iPad Air 2 or iPad Mini 4, the latest 
Chrome browser supports Split 
View multitasking and handy 
Autofill fields. You lucky bugger, you. 

5 DNA Play
R40 / Android, iOS
“Where’s Damien?” “Upstairs 
playing with genetics.” “What?!” 
“It’s an app, where you manipulate 
DNA strands to watch the real-time 
effect on monsters.” “Good. You 
can never start them too soon.”

8 Waze
Free / Android, iOS
The community-centric GPS app 
gets a design refresh – without 
losing the charming graphics – and 
streamlined UI. Reporting traffic jams, 
speed cameras and petrol station 
locations now takes fewer taps. 

3 Evel Knievel
R28 / iOS 
Is Evel Knievel still a household 
name? Do kids still aspire to be 
motorcycle stuntmen? Or do they 
now aspire to be coding daredevils? 
Arduino superpeople? Any which 
way, this game looks like a blast. 

6 Snapseed
Free / Android, iOS
Some recent Android phones have 
the ability to shoot photos in the 
tweak-friendly RAW format, and 
now the Google-owned Snapseed 
app will let you edit those RAW files 
right there on your phone. 

9 Instagram Boomerang
Free / Android, iOS
So called because this app creates 
super-shareable one-second 
videos that bounce backwards to 
the start point instead of looping. 
So not strictly like a boomerang, 
which is made to stun, not bounce. 

Netatmo has 
linked its 

face-recognising 
homecam to 

the Internet of 
Things facilitator 

app, IFTTT.
So now, instead 

of getting a 
boring phone 

notification if a 
stranger enters 
your house, you 
can scare them 

by launching 
Luther Vandross 

and dimming 
your Philips Hue 
lights to a shade 

of raw salmon 
orange. That’ll 

see ’em off. 
Equally, converse 

to what 
Netatmo has 

suggested, you 
can set your 

IoT-connected  
house alarm to 

go off every time 
your own face 
is recognised, 

as a kind of 
‘In da house!’ 
shout-out to 

your neighbours. 
Of course, just 

like the NFC craze 
of 2011, what you 
might also do is 
turn all this off 

after a couple of 
weeks and never 

use it again. 

NOT JUST 
AN APP

NETATMO 
WELCOME

R3�600 / 
Android, iOS
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“Gosh, I really wish Google would read my 
emails and reply for me,” said no discerning 
data protection preacher, ever. But it’s 
happening. Google’s put machine learning 
tech into its Inbox app, meaning auto ’bot 
replies to insistent colleagues.

The humanoid-aping system (currently 
only available for Android and iOS apps) 
will scan emails and offer three replies, 
shaving seconds off your turnaround time. 
Don’t expect essays, though. The aptly 
named Smart Reply feature is intended 

for messages that can be dealt with by brief 
responses – think “I’m working on it” rather 
than “So, about last night…”

Google’s aim is to deliver two-tap replies: 
one to open, one to select a response. 
Thankfully, the system has developed 
a lot from its early stages when it threw 
“I love you” around a little too often.

While spreading the love doesn’t sound 
too bad an idea to us, to become a useful 
piece of functionality Smart Reply will 
need to be almost perfect at imitating 

humans – something that could put the 
jitters up AI-fearers.

In any case, this is just the latest in a 
line of developments to come out of the 
California tech giant employing the same 
neural network tech that revolutionised 
media management in its smart-sorting 
Photos app.

With Google already scanning your inbox 
for flight bookings and hotel reservations, 
Smart Reply is one step closer to fully 
automated email. Watch out, PAs.

FUTURE STUFF
GOOGLE SMART REPLY
Stuff on how the search kingpin is slashing tapping time with machine learning

The junior kit 
can last for a 

whole childhood 
from 0-13 (with 
adjustments, of 

course).

Kit’s not for sharing
INFENTO

Look what Daddy’s bought you! It’s got all 
these beams and brackets and even a belt drive 

and brakes. All we need is an Allen key, and we 
can build a bike or a scooter or a trailer. There 

are sled attachments to go in place of the 
wheels if the snow comes, and the company is 
even talking about an electric motor kit! Okay, 

you’ll get your turn .  Maybe in a few years. 
from R4 220 (import) / infentorides.com

Decorative and heavy enough to
 break fingers (please don’t do that)
JUST MOBILE TIMESTAND
Just Mobile’s TimeStand is part desktop toy, part paperweight, 
all art deco Apple Watch charger. Its aluminium stylings with 
space for the Watch’s magnetic charger wouldn’t look out of 
place on an executive’s panelled slice of wooden elegance the 
rest of us heathen disgrace with the title ‘desk’. Which means 
that it’ll look just dandy sitting next to a flat-screen monitor on 
a cheaper computer desk in your home office.  The bottom-
heavy TimeStand shape means you can keep using your 
Watch, even when it’s not on your wrist where it belongs.
R590 / takealot.com

FUTURE STUFFFUTURE STUFFFUTURE STUFF



Assos Long Summer Glove
Complete your prophylactic ensemble 

(full-body protection, right? We’ll be 
here all week) with a pair of Assos’ 

longer summer gloves. Wearing winter 
gloves in January is possible and you’ll 
keep all your skin but they’re not going 

to wick nearly as well as these 
composite material hand protectors. 
Assos ensures that you’ll retain your 
grip on the Fourstroke’s handlebars 
through every eventuality, besides 
letting go. But you’re not going to be 

making a rookie mistake like that 
with all this gear and you’ll keep cool 

hands throughout thanks to the 
polyester/polyurethane upper. 

R1 000 / assos.com

LifeBEAM Smart Helmet
You’re bound to be using an app, perhaps 
a cadence tracker or heart-rate band, so 

add the LifeBeam cranium covering to 
your app ecosystem. The helmet adds in 
an accelerometer and optical heart-rate 

sensor, Blueooth connection and 
rechargeable battery so you can 

monitor your vital signs while you 
ascend the meanest peaks you can 
find. Plus there’s that added bonus 

that you’ll be protected if you happen 
to take a spill. Use it with Strava, 

Endemondo, Map My Ride, Runstastic 
Mountain Bike and more and connect 

it to your Garmin Forerunner and a 
selection of other wearables. 

R3 200 / life-beam.com

G E A R E D U P
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Cycling over your own 
personal Everest 

GOING TO THE 
MOUNTAIN

NOODLE BASKET DIGIT DEFENDER

BMC Fourstroke 01 XTR DI2
One hundred and fifty grand for a mountain bike? Are you 
flipping mental? No, actually, because there are ways and 

ways to conquer a mountain. Some can be scaled with the 
aid of a stout stick and decent sense of direction, others 

require months of planning and the pinnacle of equipment 
before the peak is in sight. This is the mountain bike 

equivalent of the latter. Shimano brake calipers and levers 
(XTR BL/BR-M9000 160/160mm), Fox Float iCTD 

Factory Kashima rear shocks and a Float iCTD FIT Factory 
fork are just the start. The frame is lightweight APS 

Carbon and BMC have gone for Shimano rotors, shifters 
and cassette, chains and crankset. The Fourstroke 01 XTR 

DI2 is a 29in World Cup class two-wheeler. How World 
Cup-class? Current cross-country champ Julien Absalon 
rides one just like it. They could have gone more advanced 

with the design of this mountain ascender but they’d have 
to have stuck an engine into it. You’re going to be fulfilling 

that crucial role and you’re going to have to be up to the 
task – tectonic plates haven’t finished the mountain that 

the BMC Fourstroke 01 XTR DI2 can’t climb yet. 
from R150 000 / cyclelab.co.za

COMPRESSION/POWER
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Not to be confused with the 
1994 Amiga game Detroit (a 
turn-based business sim about 
the car industry), Become Human 
is the latest in PlayStation’s line 
of ‘interactive experiences’ that 
began with Heavy Rain in 2010 
(or Fahrenheit for the PS2 five 
years earlier, if you want to get 
pedantic about it). 

Detroit started life as Kara, a 
tech demo unveiled by developer 
Quantic Dream in 2012 that 
showed a female android being 
assembled and ‘malfunctioning’ 
by exhibiting emotion, before 
convincing her creator to let her 

venture out into the world 
anyway. It was kind of a cross 
between Ex Machina and Chris 
Cunningham’s video for All Is Full 
Of Love by Björk, and many of the 
millions who saw it on YouTube 
– us included – wished Quantic 
Dream would do something 
more with it. Become Human 
is that something.

In this version of Detroit the 
city’s car industry has been 
replaced by the humanoid robot 
industry. It’s now Android City, 
not Motor City, and not everyone 
is happy about this robotic 
development. 

Kara’s still on the loose, albeit 
with a different haircut, and 
while her ’bot brethren ride in 
separate compartments on 
the train and seem to be treated 
like second-class citizens, she 
walks free like her flesh and 
blood makers.

That’s about all we know for 
now and what happens from 
there is unclear, but storytelling 
is Quantic Dream’s thing, so you 
can expect a smartly told tale 
with plenty of hand-wringing 
as you make decisions that 
could dramatically affect how 
events unfold later on.

FIRST LOOK DETROIT: BECOME HUMAN PS4

SEMAG

DUE 
TBC
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FEBRUARY
● MIGHTY NO.9
MARCH
● TOM CLANCY’S THE DIVISION
● HITMAN
MAY
● BATTLEBORN
● MIRROR’S EDGE CATALYST
JUNE
● NO MAN’S SKY

NEWS FROM PARIS GAMES WEEK

INCOMING

UNTIL DAWN: 
RUSH OF BLOOD
PS VR

Fresh from browning the 
trousers of PS4-ers across 
the globe, the makers of Until 
Dawn are prepping a virtual 
reality version for the launch 
of Sony’s VR headset next 
year. It seems to be an on-rails 
shooter like you’d find in ’90s 
arcades, but with the added 
fear of having your head stuck 
right inside that world.

GRAN TURISMO 
SPORT
PS4

Sony says it’s not GT7 but that 
doesn’t mean Sport will be a 
half measure. In fact, the world 
governing body for motorsport, 
the FIA, will be recognising 
results from two of GT Sport’s 
online championships, so put 
in enough hours and McLaren 
might be on the phone. Well, 
they couldn’t do much worse 
than they are already.

ROBINSON: 
THE JOURNEY
PS VR

Looking a little like Portal 
crossed with Jurassic Park, 
Robinson puts you in the shoes 
of a young boy who has found 
himself on a planet inhabited 
by dinosaurs, with a Destiny-
esque floating robotic sphere 
as his only friend. Crytek (of 
Crysis fame) is making it for 
PlayStation VR so you can 
bet it’ll be a visual feast.

WILD
PS4

Fantastical forage-’em-up 
Wild is something of a Doctor 
Dolittle simulator, in which you 
track and befriend a host of 
creatures across a landscape 
designed to replicate northern 
Europe. You’ll even get to 
inhabit their bodies by making 
offerings to the game’s gods. 
Sounds weird, right? But it 
makes a change from another 
first-person shooter.

DREAMS 
PS4

When the quirky kids behind 
LittleBigPlanet announced a 
new game at E3, we were all 
excited. Thing was, no-one 
could really work out what the 
game was about. Or even if it 
really was a game. Now we’ve 
seen Dreams in action, and our 
excitement is warranted.

Media Molecule will include 
pre-built levels and characters 
in a story-like experience, but 
Dreams is all about creation. 
You can take parts from 
anywhere and stretch and 
twist them to your own worlds 
or characters. Don’t worry if 
you’ve got all the creative skill 
of a stunned cephalopod: your 
accidental Picassos are quite 
acceptable here.

And they needn’t be stuck 
in the game – they can be 
exported and 3D-printed. 
Media Molecule’s Alex Evans 
said they’ve experimented 
with 3D-scanning objects and 
adding them to the game too. 
Just imagine importing all of 
your old toys to your dreams…
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Is it, at last, a halogen clothes iron?
Nope. We think that steam is going to 
remain your top-tier crease-reduction 
tech for some time yet. Possibly until 
nanotechnology. Although, when we 
get to the point of finessed control 
over atom-fiddling nanobots, we’ll just 
reconfigure our outer skin layer and won’t 
need clothes, pressed or otherwise.

Like Mystique from X-Men? Awesome.
Yes, well, within whatever size constraints 
you’re already working with…

Uh huh. So it’s not an iron?
Nope, it’s a 3D scanner. We cheated 
slightly on the headline, because it’s not 
called the XYZ, but we thought ‘WTF is 
the XYZ Printing Handheld 3D Scanner’ 
might give the game away prematurely. 
But what’s great about it is that it’s a 3D 
scanner that isn’t either (a) the size of 
a small aeroplane or (b) more expensive 
than a small aeroplane. It’s a 200g device 
that uses Intel RealSense tech to scan 
objects no larger than 60x60x30cm.

That’s only about the size of a spaniel.
Two things to think about. One, think about 
the tech that’s involved in getting a 3D scan 
of a spaniel. Think about the textures and 
nooks and crannies on something that 
size, and how a lightweight handheld 
device can capture that – at 30fps to 
a 1mm resolution – using cameras, infrared 
and colour sensors. Secondly, think about 
the end result. You want to print something 
any bigger, given that a chess piece takes 
half an hour? Good luck with that.

So, it connects straight to my 
3D printer?
Nope, it connects to your computer, using 
USB 3.0. The keyword here is simplicity, 
but nonetheless you’ll need a reasonably 
meaty computer to process the scans. 
Something with fourth-generation Intel 
Core processing, according to, um, Intel. But 
that’s not unattainable. And if it lets us scan 
our own print designs, rather than relying 
on what’s on the 3D community websites, 
for under R4 500, we’re in. Well, until the 
nanobots can just make stuff out of atoms. 

 WTF 
IS THE XYZ?

Exploring the middle ground (in 3D)
AURAVISOR

The AuraVisor aims to fill the space between the big guys of VR – 
Oculus, Gear VR, HTC Vive – and the smartphone adaptors like Google 
Cardboard. It’s going to do this by being a standalone VR headset with 

display and built-in Android OS. That means there’s no need for a phone 
or console: you can download any VR app direct to the device’s storage. 
It has a 5in/12.7cm display, serving 1080p to each eye, with a 100° field 

of view. Sound comes to your headphones via Bluetooth or 3.5mm jack, 
and the battery life is quoted as five hours. It’s a neat solution for those 
not willing to spend R21 000+, nor hand over their phone to their kids.

R6 400 / auravisor.com

Eyes wide shutter
LOMO’INSTANT WIDE

Since you were young, many things have got smaller. Lunchbars, 
exchange rates, the world; but if you also get a chance to look at an 

original Polaroid picture, you’ll marvel at how small (and rubbish) they are. 
In order to supersize your instant print experience, the latest camera from 
indie imagers Lomo uses Fujifilm Instax Wide Film (R160 for 10 shots) with 

a 99x64mm exposure area. Consequently or deliberately – we’re not 
sure – the camera itself, with its switchable flash, creative shooting 

modes and clever lens-cap remote control, is huge.
from R3 400 / lomography.com

28



H SO T FT U F

Phone-friendly (for now)
JAYS A-JAYS FOUR+
Be swift in your synchronisation, groovers. 
Word on the street is that the trend for muted 
metals and mirrored glass is on the way out. 
This time next year, your Samsungs and Apples 
will be wearing neon Perspex and Chilean 
loomspun alpaca. In the meantime, ensure 
you’re not rocking a rose gold phone with last 
year’s glossy earphones. In addition to the 
de rigueur design, these new Four+ in-ears 
have a lighter ribbon cable and a new remote.   
R1 000 / jays.se

Don’t look back in Spandex
TIMEX 80s COLLECTION
These are confusing times. This is officially 

‘the future’, in the eyes of the writers of 30 
years ago. But should we celebrate our 

futureness, asking Cortana to turn on the 
pool pump while taking our hands off the 

steering wheels of our cars? Or revel in what 
came before, such as these retro Timexes? 

Shiny leather or denim straps: the reminder 
that, without the past, the future would be 

just be a meaningless, referenceless now.  
R1 200 / timex.com

Neko Atsume: 
Kitty Collector
Free / Android, iOS

Well, maybe don’t drop everything. 
Millions of people have already been 
enjoying the calming pastime of kitty 
collecting, whether in their native 
language of Japanese or by using online 
guides to make sense of the Japanese. So 
the game’s new English language mode, 
while great news for everyone who has 
been waiting for it, arguably means that 
we’re joining the party a bit late. But what 
do the kitties care? Not an iota. They’re just 
waiting to see if you have snacks.

 DROP 
EVERYTHING 
& DOWNLOAD

The tangle-
defying ribbon 

cable and matte 
metal finish add a 

touch of class.
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1 Darling Brew Sungazer
One of the lightest craft beers around, 
this lager has only 2,6% alc/vol. With its 
airy, floral tones this is an easy drinking 
craft beer for the novice sipper and 
won’t have you dancing naked on tables, 
unless you’re unusually lightweight, or a 
naturalist who can’t sit still.
R33 / darlingbrew.co.za

3 Woodstock Brewery 
Californicator
This American IPA (India Pale Ale) 
smacks you in the face with its hoppy, 
tropical and citrus aromas. With a 6,2% 
alc/vol, handle this one with care, lest 
you wind up flirting with Curvy Peggy 
only to find she’s actually the jukebox. 
Totes awks.
R27 / woodstockbrewery.co.za

5 The 400 Brewing 
Company Frost Hammer
A German-lager-inspired hybrid beer 
called Frost Hammer Yellow Ale? 
Imagine a hoppy, malty lager. This easy 
drinking ale has a 4,7% alc/vol and is 
our go-to when we have visitors who 
think Castle’s Chocolate Milk Stout 
constitutes adventurous beer  drinking.
R35 / facebook.com/
The400BrewingCompany/

2 Loxton Lager
Made with indigenous herbs and fynbos 
honey from the Karoo, expect liquorice 
and fennel notes on top of a cornucopia 
of herbal fragrances that’ll remind you of 
Garden Route road trips – without 
mom’s Abba tapes. With an 11-week 
brew time, this lager has 5,2% alc/vol.
R35 / loxtonlager.co.za

4 CBC Krystal Weiss
With a 5% alc/vol, this clear-filtered 
Weiss beer offers grapefruit and lemon 
aromas with a dry finish. It’s the perfect 
introduction to the world of Weiss if 
you’ve yet to dip your toe (or tongue, as 
the case might be) in its crystal-like, 
meticulously aged waters.
R29 / capebrewing.co.za

Cold craft beer’s so hot right now 
the collective noun may as well be 
Hansel. These are our current picks, 
courtesy of craftnation.co.za

CRAFTY BREW

C H O I C E
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Sony RX1R II
Rtba / sony.com

SEE MORE, NO BUTS

without – but Sony has made it 
selectable, and with ‘standard’ and 
‘high’ settings. It’s something that 
enthusiast photographers are likely 
to be, well, enthusiastic about.

● But filmmakers might 
be less fanatical.
This camera can’t capture 4K 
video, which might raise an eyebrow 
(other recent high-end Sonys have 
included it), but it will record in up to 
1080p at up to 60fps.

As you might imagine, the 
price for all this high-end wizardry 
in such a compact device is high. 
Sony says the R1XR II will cost 
around €3500, so probably about 
R53 000 in your money, assuming 
your money is Rand.  

viewfinder that hides in the little bit 
where lesser cameras would stash 
a flash. The autofocus is 30% faster, 
while the ISO goes from 50 to an 
owl-a-licious 102,400. That nifty  
disappearing viewfinder means 
that, unlike the original RX1, you can 
compose your shots properly, as if 
you’re looking through the lens. 

● Quick, we can head them off 
at the low-pass. 
The RX1R II is also the world’s first 
camera to offer an optical low-pass 
filter that can either be turned on 
or off. With other cameras, you 
have to choose between having 
a low-pass filter (which eliminates 
the moiré effect in your images at 
the cost of some detail) or going 

If you, like us, thought 
Sony’s full-frame RX1 
was a tad OTT, stand 
by: its replacement is 
absolutely insane.

● Don’t be fooled by its 
non-radical appearance.
The RX1R II looks very similar to 
its predecessor, right down to the 
weighty Zeiss 35mm f/2 lens, 
but it’s packing innards that push 
the envelope further. 

There’s a new sensor – the 
back-illuminated 42.4MP full-
frame beast that’s found in the 
mighty A7R II – as well as a new 
autofocus system, a wider ISO 
range and a pop-up electronic 

SONY HAS 
CRAMMED A 
PROFESSIONAL 
FULL-FRAME 
SENSOR AND A 
VIEWFINDER INTO 
A COMPACT CAM

Is it a pop-up flash? 
No! Is it a pop-up 

2.4million-dot 
OLED electronic 
viewfinder? Yes!
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Rtba / triumphmotorcycles.co.uk

TRIUMPH 
BONNEVILLE

I C O N

Ooh, don’t, I’ll fall off.
You haven’t even got on it yet. 
The rumour that a motorbike can 
kill you with a just a look is wildly 
exaggerated. Go on, look at it.

My eyes! My beautiful eyes!
Now, don’t be silly. Triumph has 
been working on this bike for four 
years, with a team of designers 
and engineers larger than any it’s 
ever assembled for a new bike. 

It doesn’t look terribly new.
Then it’s a success! The Bonneville 
is Triumph’s iconic bike, the one 
that’s most evocative of its eons 
of British motorcycle production. 
It’s Steve McQueen and Evel 
Knievel and, for better or worse, 
David Beckham. It’s a big seller. 
And so the chief aim of the new 
version was to keep the appeal, 
while also taking the fight to rivals 
such as the Ducati Scrambler, 

Moto Guzzi V7 and BMW R nineT. 
Oh, and also appeasing the EU.

The EU? What do they want now?
As ever, a cleaner planet. Which 
means the Bonneville has got 
itself a fancy new watercooled 
engine. There are two, in fact: 
a 900cc version, as seen in the 
entry-level Street Twin pictured 
here, and a larger 1200cc lump for 
the classic T120 plus the Thruxton 

and Thruxton R. Good news: water 
cooling means more power and 
more torque. Even better news: 
modern traction control, wet riding 
modes and ABS mean that extra 
oomph won’t instantly kill you. 
A huge list of accessories will 
let you shape your perfect bike 
and, because the Street Twin is 
expected to be about R170 000, 
you might even be able to afford it. 
Go on, get out of your car. 

THE NEW ‘BONNIE’ 
HAS A WATERCOOLED 

ENGINE WITH MORE 
POWER AND TORQUE
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We hear he makes music… 
TAG HEUER FORMULA 1 

DAVID GUETTA SPECIAL EDITION
We’ve never thought of watches as metaphors. And this is after we’ve 

drowned a few. But the David Guetta edition of TAG’s Formula 1 is a metaphor 
for the split between night and day, good and evil… wait, we’ve got this wrong. 

It’s been designed to work best in a nightclub but still look good in direct 
sunlight. Unlike Stuff’s online editor, who looks best in low-light conditions. 

On topic, the aluminium bezel, 24-hour display, and titanium carbide 
casing look good on the wrist. Pity we had to give it back. 

R36 000 / tagheuer.com

Perfect if you have a car of the same name
TAG HEUER CARRERA CALIBRE 7 TWIN

You’ve got choices here. A chunky alligator strap or the more traditional links. A 
white face or a black one. But whatever you pick, you’re getting a sapphire 
crystal display, polished steel casing, and waterproofing so there will be no 

drowning-the-watch incidents here. There’s also Swiss movement, made as 
only the Swiss can, but mostly you’re getting a wristwatch that looks 

understated enough to jump out at someone else’s face and yell ‘I’VE GOT 
MORE MONEY THAT YOU!’ And we think that’s beautiful. 

R45 000 / tagheuer.com

VS

DECIPHER
ALLOW ME TO EXPLAIN…

If I were to tell you that 2016 will begin a 
whole new era of digital radio (aka DAB), 
would you jump for joy? You might say: 
“Digital radio? Ain’t no-one listening to the 
radio no more, bru.” And I’d raise an 
eyebrow at your street jive, but point out 
that a demographically inclusive study in 
2014 showed that 74% of people listening 
to anything were listening to the radio. And 
mostly listening to the radio on a radio, not 
a laptop or a phone.

You might say: “Digital radio? Cant get 
it and, furthermore, it don’t get me.” And 
we’d silently applaud your cueing while 
resisting the urge to smack you upside 
the head. But you wouldn’t be wrong, 
South Africa hasn’t jumped onto the 
digital radio bandwagon as yet. 

But there’s a trial that has recently 
concluded in South Africa, with the 
National Association of Broadcasters 
and the Sourthern African Digital 

Broadcasting Association (SADIBA) 
getting together to trial the tech for 
this country. Which is a step in the right 
direction but we’re still trying to switch 
to a new TV transmission standard…

You might say: “Is any of the new 
bandwidth being used to increase the 
bitrate of these stations, or to convert 
them to stereo?” And we’d employ the 
eyebrow again to highlight your sudden 
expert knowledge, but sadly shake our 
heads. There’s no sign of when or where 
or how DAB+ will make its appearance in 
South Africa, much less bitrate or stereo 
information. About normal for SA, but a 
shame for audio geeks. 

DIGITAL RADIO? AIN’T 
NO-ONE LISTENING 
TO THE RADIO NO 
MORE, BRU.

#9 SOUND 
DIGITAL RADIO

H SO T FT U F



F O R B E S L I S T

THE FUTURE 
ACCORDING TO FORBES
“What do you want from tech in 
2016?” That’s the question put to 
me for this month’s column. I have 
an answer. Hell, I have lots of them. 

Let’s start with something 
simple. How about a phone with a 
real battery, that lasts days? I was 
incredibly impressed with the two 
days I could usually get from my 
Sony Xperia Z3, but then I 
remembered the pre-smartphone 
days. You know, when most of a 
week on one charge was a thing.

But that’s too easy. Let’s put 
wireless charging in it too. It’s out 
there, but it’s not common. And 
then let’s put in one of those new 
batteries in that charge fully in 
minutes. Phones shouldn’t be a 
hassle, after all. Right, so a week 
from one charge, with a wireless 
reload in the time it takes to make 
coffee? Yes, please.

Now that my phone is 
awesome, can I please use it to 
pay for things? Why do I still have 
a card, with chip-and-PIN? Why 
am I handing it over and signing 

bits of paper that tell me I don’t 
need to sign them? It’s nonsense. 
Away with you! I want to wave 
my phone – or smart bracelet, 
or smartwatch or whatever – 
over a sensor and then walk on. 
Yes, please.

Then I want a 3D printer at 
home. A proper one, that can print 
me a pizza via the blueprint I 
downloaded from the Col’Cacchio 
website. Or a new pen when my 
orange Bic runs out of ink. Or even 
a new heart. Again, these things 
are out there (well, the hearts are) 
but they’re not common yet. 
When they do land, the people 
who control the intellectual 
property behind those schematics 
will be billionaires – which means it 
might be a worthwhile business to 
try and get into early… 
(#justsaying). Yes, please.

I also want gadget glasses to 
be a useful part of my life, with HD 
video calling, the ability to read 
email on any surface, and the 
ability to play Minecraft on my 

coffee table, just like in the 
Microsoft Hololens promo video. 
Also, no more cables hanging 
down from the wall mounted TV, 
because there will be no TV. Okay, 
that might not be anywhere near 
2016, but still. Yes, please.

While we’re talking post-2016 
ideas, how about a hyperloop that 
gets me to my show in Joburg 
from my beach house on the Wild 
Coast (What? We’re looking into 
the future) in an hour and a half or 
less? That’d be nice. A morning 
swim, breakfast, show, dinner, 
home. Yes, please.

The last thing I want is truly in 
flights-of-fancy territory. I don’t 
even think it’s possible, but here 
goes: photovoltaic paint. I want 
black paint that conducts 
electricity so I can paint it on the 
roof of my house and attach it to 
one of Elon Musk’s shiny new 
Powerwalls. Then my roof can 
power my house, and I never have 
to fight with City of Joburg’s billing 
system again. Yes? Please!

Rob Forbes is a 5FM 
DJ who tweets about 
football, sports and music 
when he’s not presenting, 
camped out in a casino 
waiting for people to let go 
of a car (long story) or 
raiding Stuff’s storage 
cupboard. Catch him on 
5FM between 13:00 and 
16:00 every weekday. 

SPIN DOCTOR
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2015 GADGET AWARDS

Our team has spent a 

whole year testing every 

gadget you can buy. And 

the 2015 winners are…

25 
AWARD 

WINNERS

188 
GADGETS 
SHORT-
LISTED

GADGET AWARDS

2015

In association with:



 �      fi bre
is here.

Fibre 10Mbps, 50GB

 R699  PM X 24

 Up to 
10Mbps Fibre

Free
WiFi router

INCLUDES:

Also available with Voice for R799 pm x 24

 �      fi bre
is here.

  PM X 24

Free
WiFi router

Also available with Voice for R799 pm x 24

WiFi router

Fibre

Standard terms and conditions apply and can be viewed at telkom.co.za. E&OE. Deals valid until 19 January 
2016 or while stocks last. Telephone landline rental excludes voice calls made on the service and calling plans.

50GB
Data
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SAMSUNG 
GALAXY 
S6 EDGE

You might think our smartphone of 
the year would just be whatever has 

climbed to the summit of our Top Ten 
most recently, but when it comes to 

choosing the winner of a Stuff Award 
there’s much more to consider. Sure, 
the regular S6 (let’s call it the S6 Flat) 

offers better value for money, but  
this is about being the best of the  

best no matter the cost – and the  
S6 Edge pushes boundaries (or  
at least curves them) as well as  

being technologically superior to 
anything the competition can throw  

at it. The S6 Edge is Stuff incarnate.
from R11 000 / samsung.com/za

SHORTLISTED
● Motorola Moto G ● Google Nexus 6P

● Samsung Galaxy S6 ● OnePlus 2  
● LG G4 ● Apple iPhone 6s 

SMARTPHONE
OF THE YEAR

More is more
This is the S6 Edge, 

but if you crave a little 
more screen to bend 

there’s also the Edge+, 
which adds half an inch of 
extra AMOLED, a bigger 

battery and an extra 
gig of RAM. 
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AKG Y50BT
Something funny happens when you 

take the wire off your headphones: 
they stop working. Well, unless they’ve 

got Bluetooth, but even then they 
rarely sound as good as their tethered 

counterparts. That’s what makes 
AKG’s wireless Y50BTs worthy of 

anybody’s ears. Compared to their 
wired equivalent the difference is 

impossible to spot, and they won’t 
give you cranium fatigue. If they do 

run out of juice, you can plug in a cable 
and go old-skool – and with buttons 

on the earcup you can control your 
tunes without getting out your phone. 

R3 250 / audicoonline.co.za

SHORTLISTED
● SoundMagic E10S ● AKG N60 NC 

● Sennheiser Momentum M2 IEi
● Bowers & Wilkins P5 Wireless

● Sennheiser Momentum 2.0 

STREAMING SERVICE
OF THE YEAR

SPOTIFY
With Apple Music and Tidal launching 
attacks on its throne it’s been an 
uncertain year for Spotify, but the 
original streaming service looks 
stronger than ever. Spotify Running 
automatically matches music to your 
pace, and Discover Weekly generates 
a bespoke playlist that helps you find 
new bands you’ll actually like. It takes 
more than just making music available 
to win at this game, and the Swedes 
continue to lead the way. Plus, 
rumour has it we’ll have it in South 
Africa by the end of the year... not 
that you can’t get it already with 
some trickery.                  
from Free / spotify.com 

SHORTLISTED
● Apple Music ● Netflix ● PS Now 
● Tidal ● Deezer ● ShowMax

HE
AD

PH
O

NE
S

O
F 

TH
E 

YE
AR
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iPAD MINI 4
When you’re already number one 
there’s often little incentive to try  
any harder, and with Apple’s iPad 

sitting pretty atop our Tablets Top Ten 
since what seems like Roman times, 

the Cupertino crew could quite easily 
sit back and count its cash. But in the 
absence of a new Air, this year’s iPad 

Mini (Apple’s fourth pared-down tab) 
with its improved screen, increased 
battery life and those iOS tweaks is 

this year’s finest portable rectangle 
that won’t fit in your pocket. Hey, 

Apple, why not stop trying so hard and 
give the others a chance for once, eh?

from R7 000 / apple.com/za

SHORTLISTED
● Samsung Galaxy Tab S2 9.7  

● Sony Xperia Z4 Tablet  
● Microsoft Surface 3

MOBILE GAME 
OF THE YEAR

CROSSY ROAD 
Crossy Road’s endless riff features 
blocky creatures aiming to make it as 
far as possible before being flattened, 
drowned, or splattered across the 
front of the 09:36 to Painful Parkway. 
Often, playing with a character 
dramatically shakes things up, not 
least when Pac-Man and his spectral 
chums invade. We’re still playing a 
year later so, that sealed the deal. 
Free / Android, iOS, Windows Phone 

SHORTLISTED
● Lara Croft GO ● Her Story  
● Horizon Chase ● Fotonica  
● You Must Build A Boat ● Lifeline  
● Game Of Thrones: A Telltale Game  
● Geometry Wars 3: Dimensions  
● PewDiePie: Legend Of The Brofist

TABLET
OF THE 

YEAR
Selfie 
stick

There’s an 8MP iSight 
camera on the Mini 4, one 
that’s capable of shooting 

1080p video, but you 
wouldn’t want to be one  
of those people who film 

stuff on an iPad now, 
would you?

In association with:
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SPHERO BB-8
The idea of Star Wars toys coming to 
life is the stuff of recurring childhood 

dreams. Han would give you a lift to 
school in the Millennium Falcon. Chewie 

would roar in the face of those bullies. 
Luke would teach you how to tie your 

shoelaces using the Force. And you 
know what? Those dreams never really 

go away. Praise the ghost of Obi-Wan, 
then, for Sphero’s BB-8. It’s a phone-

controlled rolling droid from The Force 
Awakens, complete with magnetically 

secured head and AR ‘hologram’ 
message mode. You’d have to be on 

the Dark Side not to want one.
R2 800 / sphero.com

SHORTLISTED
● Formlabs Form 1+ ● Hackaball 

● Anki Overdrive ● Infento ● Meccano 
Tech Meccanoid G15 Personal Robot 

CAR
OF THE YEAR

VOLVO XC90 T8
Big, comfortable and flash they might 
be, but SUVs don’t tend to get us very 
excited. Volvo hasn’t got a reputation 
for thrills either (except when it raced 
estates in the British Touring Car 
Championship). In short, we’re as 
surprised as you are. But the XC90 T8 
has a hybrid engine that’s super-fast 
and efficient, and enough gadgets to 
mean it’s a better driver than you are.
from R1.042 million / volvocars.com

SHORTLISTED
● Audi RS3 ● VW Golf R ● Toyota Mirai 
● Tesla Model S P85D ● BMW X6 
● Range Rover Sport SVR

Phat-nav
A whopping 

12.3in/31.2cm 
touchscreen up front 

is the portal to the Sensus 
Connect system. You can 

pinch, swipe, prod or 
use voice commands 

to navigate its 
menus.

EZ-D2
Connecting your 

phone to your BB-8 is 
easier than beating an 

Ewok at basketball. Just 
download the app, turn 
on your Bluetooth, hold 
the phone or tablet near 

the BB-8 and you’re 
ready to roll. TECH 

TOY 
OF 

THE 
YEAR

In association with:
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APPLE TV (2015)
More power! And, you know, actual 
compatibility with the South African 
market. That’s what Apple’s Apple TV 
refresh brings to the table, along with 
a bit more weight on said table. Okay, 
and there’s 32GB or 64GB of internal 
storage (for downloading your apps, 
dontcheknow?), the ability to play 
games on your TV and, of course, all 
those lovely built-in Apple ecosystem 
streaming options. Pull out the old, 
insert the new – it just works. 
from R2 500 / myistore.co.za

SHORTLISTED
● Google Chromecast ● Dali Kubik One 
● Geneva Model Cinema ● Roku 2 
● Amazon Fire TV 4K

TELEVISION
OF THE YEAR

LG 65UF850T
Ultra high definition used to be a 

unicorn, now it’s just a horse. But the 
LG 65UF850T is one of a different 

colour, adding Harman/Kardon sound 
to a super-slim, massive Super UHD TV 

screen that has to be experienced. At 
length. Their webOS is better than 

ever, featuring all the apps (and the 
connectivity to use them), but the 

biggest seller is the cost. It’s dominated 
the 2015 TV Top 10 for a reason.

from R32 000 / lg.com/za

SHORTLISTED
● Samsung 65JU6600 ● Samsung 

55JS9000 ● LG 55UC970T 
● Samsung 65JS900

TV 
GADGET
OF THE 
YEAR

Siri-ously 
Touchy

If you need to get a Siri 
Remote (R1 300) you’re 

going to be able to give your 
TV voice commands. Without 

looking like a lunatic 
repeating themselves 

into a bit of plastic. 

In association with:
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TOTAL 
PRIZE 
VALUE 

R25 000R25 000

SMS “smarthome” to 35975
(SMSs costs R1.50)  Free minutes do not apply.  Errors billed.
Readers must include their names and surnames, contact number, email address and physical address. 
Valid from December 28th to February 12th.  Terms and Conditions on the editor’s letter (page 2).

HOW TO ENTER HURRY! 
COMPETITION 

CLOSES 
12 FEB 2016

WIN WITH iSTORE

44

Give your home 
more smarts than 
a MENSA meeting 
with this smarthome 
kit worth R25 000 
from the iStore.

This amazing prize includes:
  Netatmo’s weather station, 

rain gauge and welcome camera
  Smanos Wi-Fi alarm system 

and camera kit
  Elgato’s Eve door and window 

wireless contact, outdoor weather 
sensor, indoor room sensor and 
Avea smart lightbulb

  Griffin’s Powerdock 5 and a 
selection of its premium USB 
to Lightning cables*

  And more

W I N

*Smartphones, tablets and other devices not included.
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SHORTLISTED
● FIFA 16 ● Batman: Arkham Knight 

● Bloodborne ● Until Dawn ● Destiny: 
The Taken King ● Super Mario Maker 

● Metal Gear Solid V: The Phantom Pain 
● Everybody’s Gone To The Rapture 

● Project CARS

INDIE GAME
OF THE YEAR

EVERYBODY’S 
GONE TO 
THE RAPTURE
With its cosy pub, church, quaint 
cottages and local shop, Everybody’s 
Gone To The Rapture’s Yaughton is 
the most compellingly mundane post-
apocalyptic world ever made: a cross 
between the deserted streets at the 
start of 28 Days Later and The Archers. 
But what really sets it apart is the 
story that unfolds there. Discovering 
how the village came to be deserted 
is a memorable gaming experience.
PS4

SHORTLISTED
● Kerbal Space Program ● Soma ● Volume 
● You Must Build A Boat ● Her Story

GAME 
OF THE 

YEAR

Monster 
hunter

The story can be 
galloped through in 30 
hours or so, or if you’re 

easily distracted you can 
lose 200 hours in side 

quests. They’re all such 
high quality you’ll 

get sucked in.

 THE WITCHER 3: 
WILD HUNT 

We kind of saw this one coming and 
were quick to point out to anyone 

who would listen that this particular 
title was going to take the Game 

of the Year Award. Nice to see we 
were justified. The Witcher 3: 

Wild Hunt’s quest is engaging, the 
characters memorable and fleshed 

out; and the world itself is utterly 
stunning but constantly intriguing. 

The time we’ve spent exploring it 
makes our trips to Destiny’s universe 

look positively fleeting, but as far as 
we’re all concerned… time well spent.

PS4, Xbox One, PC



In association with:46

2015 GADGET AWARDS

FUJIFILM X-T10
Ask a proper photographer what they 

actually look for in a picture and they 
won’t say anything about megapixels 
or autofocus points. There are things 

that are not so easily measured: colour, 
sharpness, composition. That’s why 

we love the X-T10: it just takes better 
pictures. It’s sharp as a new tack and 

designed with manual dials in all the 
right places for quick, intuitive shooting. 
Thanks to an X-Trans sensor, it creates 

film-like pictures with rich, gorgeous 
colour. It costs less than some 

compacts but, Rand for Rand, this is 
the best camera we’ve ever used.  
R10 000 (body only) / fujifilm.com

SHORTLISTED
● Canon EOS 750D ● Canon EOS 5DS 

● Olympus OMD-EM5 II ● Sony A7 II 
● Nikon D7200 ● Nikon D5500 

● Panasonic Lumix DMC-GF7

COMPACT CAMERA
OF THE YEAR

SONY RX10 II
‘Bridge’ cameras, with their fixed, long-
zoom lenses, aren’t cool. They’re for 
twitchers who want tight focus on 
a lilac-breasted roller (no, that’s not a 
euphemism) or backpackers after a 
full-frame gargoyle (again, not slang 
for anything). So why are we so crazy 
for what looks like a pricey bridge 
camera? For stills, the RX10 II simply 
leaves everything else standing, 
and it shoots video at 1000 frames 
a second. And we all know what 
that means.
R28 000 (import) / sony.com

SHORTLISTED
● Panasonic LX100 ● Panasonic Lumix 
FZ1000 ● Sony RX100 IV ● Canon 
PowerShot G3 X ● Leica Q (Typ 116)

SYSTEM 
CAMERA

OF THE 
YEAR

Instafans
The X-T10’s film 

simulation modes are 
a joy to use. Want bright, 
rich colours? Try Velvia. 
Subdued, cyberpunky 
tones? Classic Chrome 

is your friend. You’ll 
be the envy of all 

Instagram.
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COMPUTER
OF THE YEAR

APPLE MACBOOK
A laptop has to be pretty darn fancy to 
draw a phwoooar from the Stuff team, 
but that’s exactly the reaction we had 
to Apple’s latest technoblade. It’s not 
the most sensible laptop you can buy, 
with its single USB-C port, or the most 
powerful, with its Core M chip. Nor, in 
fact, is it the best. But let’s be honest: 
it’s the one you want. 
from R22 000 / apple.com/za

SHORTLISTED
● Apple MacBook Pro 13in 
● Asus ZenBook UX305 ● Microsoft 
Surface 3 ● Asus ROG G751 
● Toshiba Chromebook 2

SHORTLISTED
● Geneva AeroSphere Large ● KEF Muo 

● Cambridge Audio CXN ● UE Roll 
● Ruark R2 Mk3 ● B&W Zeppelin 

● Audio Pro Addon T3

Material 
grille

The grille on the Play:5 
is now plastic instead of 

metal. That seems a shame 
but it means a better Wi-Fi 

connection, so you can 
move it around the 

house without 
losing signal. 

AUDIO 
GADGET 

OF THE 
YEAR

SONOS PLAY:5
For a loudspeaker, it’s ironic how 

quietly brilliant the Sonos Play:5 is. 
We’re not saying it won’t go to 11 – 
we’ve never heard such a spacious 

sound from a single box – but it just 
goes about its business, either as a 

lone ranger or as part of a multiroom 
system. You can stand it up vertically 

but design-wise it’s hardly changed – 
and that’s no bad thing. Being able to 

add speakers into an existing setup is 
part of the Sonos charm and this is 

one to buy without a second thought.
R9 500 / sonos.com
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APPLE WATCH
Android fans like to grumble that 
Apple isn’t really an innovator, despite 
the mountain of evidence to the 
contrary. Fair enough, smartwatches 
existed before the Watch – but in 
typical Apple fashion, it elevated 
the form. It’s a dashing little device, 
particularly with its higher-end band 
and material options, but it also had 
a head start on Android Wear in the 
apps department, with developers 
lining up to put their ideas on Apple’s 
shiny little wristputer. WatchOS 2 has 
taken things a step up, too. You don’t 
need a smartwatch, but the Apple 
Watch makes it hard not to want one.
from R5 900 / myistore.co.za

SHORTLISTED
● LG G Watch Urbane ● Moto 360 
● Huawei Watch ● Pebble Time Steel

SMARTHOME
GADGET

OF THE YEAR

NETATMO
WELCOME

Picking a smarthome winner for 
South Africa is tougher than you’d 

think. The lack of options makes the 
process harder but Netatmo’s 

Welcome, which will greet you at 
the door, is the clear winner. But 

that’s the facial recognition, motion 
activation, and app control talking to 

us. Or it could just be the Welcome 
yapping away as we get home 

from the office again. Let it watch 
your home, the smart way.   

R3 600 / myistore.co.za

SHORTLISTED
● Philips Hue ● Smarter Coffee 

● Samsung SmartThings 
● Amazon Echo

SMARTWATCH
OF THE YEAR

Wrist 
management

Apple recently updated 
WatchOS so that apps can 

now run natively on the 
Watch, rather than on your 

phone – which speeds 
things up dramatically. 

In association with:
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APP
OF THE YEAR

GOOGLE PHOTOS
Sure, it offers free, unlimited backup 
for videos up to 1080p and pictures 
under 16MP (anything more will eat 
into a 15GB allocation), and that on its 
own would almost be enough… but it’s 
the AI assistance Google Photos uses 
to automatically sort your pictures by 
subject that tips it over into our utterly 
essential compartment. We’ve seen 
the future – it’s got robo-helpers.
Free / photos.google.com

SHORTLISTED
● Earth Primer ● Telegram 
● Korg Gadget ● Yousician Guitar 
● Tweetbot ● Dice ● Apple News 
● Giphy Cam ● Periscope

DJI PHANTOM 3 
STANDARD 

We’ve been conditioned into thinking 
action cams are little boxes that 

sporty folk stick on their helmets. This 
entry-level drone changes all that. For 

not much more than a GoPro, you can 
buy a flying camera that takes superb 
aerial videos of your risky escapades, 

before automatically whizzing back to 
its landing spot. Pro filmmakers will 
lust after this DJI’s more expensive, 

4K-capable siblings. But the Phantom 
3 Standard will go down as the game-
changer that let us mortals star in our 

very own Bond opening sequences.   
R15 400 / droneworld.co.za

SHORTLISTED
● GoPro Hero4 Session ● Parrot BeBop 
● Sony FDR-X1000V ● TomTom Bandit 

● GoPro Hero4 Black Edition

ACTION 
CAMERA

OF THE 
YEAR

Sky eye
A three -axis gimbal 
keeps your footage 

shake -free (unless you 
crash into a tree) and feeds 
a live HD stream back to the 

controller so you can see 
exactly what you’re 

shooting. 

In association with:
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MOOV NOW
Imagine that, last year, your target 

was to design a fitness gadget. You’d 
been realistic. Instead of a R15 000 

smartwatch made of Venusian 
Beryllium, you’d said: “In 12 months’ 
time, I want my fitness gadget hero 

to be a lightweight, unobtrusive, 
sub-R1 500 device with at least six 

months of battery life. It should be able 
to provide coaching and metrics 

for several fitness disciplines, 
including swimming, so it needs to be 

waterproof.” Now, after surprisingly 
little effort, the Moov Now is the result 

of your aspiration. Target achieved. 
R1 410 / moov.cc

SHORTLISTED
● Jabra Pulse ● Wahoo Kickr Snap 
● Garmin Fenix 3 ● Jawbone UP3 

● Fitbit Charge HR ● Zepp Golf 
● Withings Activité Pop

DESIGN 
OF THE YEAR

TESLA MODEL X 
SUVs are often fairly dull function-
mobiles, more concerned with seats 
and storage space than anything 
else, but Tesla has brought some 
much-needed flair with its seven-
seater 4WD family wagon – with a 
400km range, 250km/h top speed, 
acceleration to 100km/h in 3.2 seconds 
and the largest panoramic windscreen 
in production (#accidentalpartridge). 
But let’s be honest, you just like the 
gullwing doors, don’t you?
Rtba / teslamotors.com

SHORTLISTED
● Samsung Gear S2 ● Apple MacBook 
● Lytro Illum ● Devialet Phantom 
● Microsoft Surface Book ● Steam 
Controller ● Nanoleaf Bloom

HEALTH & 
FITNESS 
GADGET

OF THE 
YEAR

Moov 
on up

The Moov Now can 
detect movement on 

nine different axes, part 
of the reason it’s so good 

for tracking so many 
activities: running, 
boxing, cycling or 

just sleeping.

In association with:
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HTC VIVE
Even for jaded gadget-fondlers like 
us, there is still the occasional moment 
when we realise we’re looking at 
something that could genuinely 
change the future. The Vive virtual 
reality headset developed by Valve 
(the Half-Life people) and HTC (the 
phone people) is the most incredible 
piece of tech we’ve seen this year. 
The little pits on the surface are 
sensors that place you inside the 
virtual space, giving you the feeling 
that your actual body is inside a game. 
It’s a bit unnerving but also amazing. 
Try it the first chance you get. 
Rtba / htcvr.com

SHORTLISTED
● Apple 3D Touch ● Amazon Echo 
● Spotify Discover Weekly ● BT Sport 
4K ● Tesla Powerwall ● Google Photo 
● ResearchKit ● Microsoft HoloLens

KICKSTARTER 
OF THE YEAR

EXPLODING 
KITTENS 

This year’s crowdfunding picks 
included some gems, but Exploding 

Kittens is the only one to satisfy a 
combined craving for card games, 

kittens, explosions, laser beams and 
goats. On that basis, it’s no surprise 

we’ve picked it as the winner. And it’s 
a deserved one. It’s basically Uno for 

the Buzzfeed generation: essential 
for anyone who gets giddy at the 

thought of a pig-a-corn.
R350 / explodingkittens.com

SHORTLISTED
● Artiphon Instrument 1 

● Floating Record Vertical Turntable 
● Makerarm ● Buddy ● KnitYak

● Bloxels ● CHIP

INNOVATION 
OF THE YEAR

Zombies, run!
Stuff recently played 
zombie game Arizona 

Sunshine on a Vive and we 
couldn’t sleep without our 

teddy for three weeks. 
But then again, we are 

great big wimps.

In association with:



52

2015 GADGET AWARDS

BRCK KIO KIT
There’s something special about 
the number 40. It’s an octagonal, 
composite and pentagonal pyramidal 
number. It’s also the atomic number of 
zirconium. And, now that you’ve learnt 
something you should also know it’s the 
only number that matters if you’re in 
education in emerging markets. Why? 
Because it also happens to be how much 
the Kio Kit from Kenyan company BRCK 
weighs in kilograms, and how many 
Android-powered tablets and kid-
friendly pairs of headphones the Kio Kit 
includes. The kit comes in a hardy, water 
resistant, lockable travel case, includes a 
BRCK+Pi mircoserver (the rugged 
portably Wi-Fi router we’ve raved about 
in these pages before) for connectivity, 
and can be charged from a single plug. It’s 
a digital classroom in a box. Incidentally, 
40 is the highest number ever counted to 
on Sesame Street, but the Kio Kit makes 
that look like, well, child’s play.
R75 000 / education.brck.com

SHORTLISTED
● Raspberry Pi 2 ● One Laptop 
Per Child ● Meccanoid G15 
● Repurpose Schoolbags

EDUCATIONAL TECH 
OF THE YEAR

Mess? 
No fuss

The Kio tablets charge 
wirelessly using the QI 

standard and can survive 
the odd drop or spill. Plus, 

this means no charging 
cables to wear out 

or lose.

In association with:
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SAMSUNG 
GALAXY 
S6 EDGE
So here we are. The big one. In the 
end there could only be one winner 
of 2015’s Gadget of the Year award: 
Samsung’s Galaxy S6 Edge. It’s the 
smartphone that’s deviated from the 
standard black rectangle template 
we’ve been following since the launch 
of the original iPhone way back in 
2007 – in a minor way, maybe, but 
one that indicates where phone design 
could go. Oh, and did we mention that 
it’s also the best phone you can buy? 
Its flatter brother might represent 
better value for money, but if you 
want a gadget to show that you surf 
the cutting edge and only want the 
best, there’s really no other option.
from R11 000 / samsung.com

SHORTLISTED
● OnePlus 2 ● Apple Watch 
● Apple MacBook ● Fujifilm X-T10 
● DJI Phantom 3 Standard ● GoPro 
Hero4 Session ● LG 4K OLED TV 
● Moov Now

STUFF 
GADGET
OF THE 
YEAR

Pixel wars
We don’t want to start 

a fight (do we?), but the S6 
Edge’s 5.1in/13cm display 
crams in a whopping 577 
pixels per inch of screen. 
That’s almost 80% more 

than  the Retina display 
in the iPhone 6s.

In association with:

GADGET AWARDS
WINNER 2015



APP AWARDS
2015 STUFF

Welcome to our inaugural Stuff App Awards. An extension of our annual 
Gadget Awards, this is the first year we are heaping much-needed praise on 

South African app developers. We’ve chosen our favourites of the apps that’ve 
graced our devices over the last year. Next year, we’ll be taking entries in a 

number of categories, but more on that later in the year.

2015 STUFF APP AWARDS
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CLIFFCENTRAL
You can argue that South 

Africa isn’t good at 
providing local 

entertainment all you like, 
we can’t hear you over the 

sound of the Cliff Central 
app. Gareth Cliff ’s 

“unradio” has been more 
successful than critics 

could have dreamed, and 
the app makes it even 

better. Easy downloads of 
podcasts of each 
segment and live 

streaming through your 
mobile are two of the 

highlights. � en there’s 
the ability to message DJs 
in real-time while they’re 

on air and support for 
variable bitrate streaming, 
so you can keep listening 

even when mobile 
coverage is less than rock 

solid. It’s not radio, it’s 
something better.

ZAPPER
Finally, a service that 
makes those square, 

barcode-like QR codes 
useful. Zapper’s not the 

only player in the scan-a-
code-to-pay game, but 
it’s one of the smartest. 
Supported retailers can 
print a unique code on 

every slip, which means 
there’s no need to 

manually enter payment 
amounts and less chance 

of making a mistake. 
� ere’s also the option to 

split bills in restaurants, 
fi nd outlets near you that 
support the service and 

get vouchers for places in 
your vicinity or that you 

visit often. Expect to see 
lots of new entrants in 

the payments space this 
year, but for now, 

Zapper’s top of the 
payment pops.

WUMDROP
Want something delivered 

by don’t want to have to 
deal with courier 

companies, waybills, 
fi guring out how much an 

envelope weighs or the 
other hassles that come 

with conventional 
solutions? Meet 

WumDrop. Available in 
Cape Town and 

Johannesburg, WumDrop 
charges R12 per kilometre, 
has a minimum charge or 
R50 and will deliver just 

about anything – except 
people, contraband or 

pets, we asked – and will 
send you a picture to 

prove it’s been delivered to 
the intended recipient. � e 
best part? You can arrange 

everything from your 
smartphone, tablet or 

laptop using Android, iOS 
or web apps. Wummy!

SHOWMAX
We’re still waiting for the 

rollout of Netfl ix in SA, but 
in the meantime, Naspers 
has had a stab at its own 
video streaming service. 

Called ShowMax, the 
service off ers mobile 

apps, in-browser viewing 
and dedicated apps for 
selected smart TVs – 
mostly those with a 

South Korean pedigree. 
Whether slapstick 

American series are your 
fare, or you’re more partial 

to British comedies like 
perennial favourite 

Blackadder, or (bizarrely) 
you feel like reliving the 

highlights of Egoli, 
ShowMax’s roster makes 
sure you’re covered. With 

rumours of custom 
in-house content to follow 
and a seven day trial you’d 
be silly not to give it a go.
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MOBILE 
SERVICE OF 
THE YEAR 

MomConnect
Smartphones aren’t as 
prevalent as we’d like to 
think, which is why 
MomConnect works 
with SMS instead, a 
feature found on even 
the simplest of mobile 

phones. MomConnect, 
the brainchild of the 
Praekelt Foundation, is 
available in all 11 of 
South Africa’s offi  cial 
languages and sends 
personalised info to 
expectant mothers 
registered through the 

National Department 
of Health or who’ve 
subscribed using a 
USSD code. Info 
includes updates based 
on how close to term 
the mother is and 
reminders about 
inoculations and other 

post-birth essentials. 
MomConnect has had 
over 1 million 
registrations to date, 
which proves that if 
you don’t think it’s 
massively useful and 
important, you’re 
probably a Cylon.

BEST 
ENTER-

TAINMENT 

STUFF ‘S 
OVERALL 
APP OF 

THE YEAR 

BEST 
FINANCE 

BEST 
SERVICE 
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App:roved

●  Pause
It’d be easy to pour scorn on 
Pause. This noodly app has 
you slowly dragging your finger 
about your iPhone’s screen, 
tracking a pulsating blob, while 
listening to a tinkly ambient 
soundtrack. It’s like someone’s 
squashed a lava lamp into your 
device. And yet, in enforcing a 
calming focus, Pause subverts 
the typical ten-minute break 
where you add to your stress 
by checking ALL OF THE THINGS. 
Billed as drawing on Tai Chi, it 
smacks of placebo — but works.

Stuff says ★★★★✩
R28 / iPhone

● HoPiKo
HoPiKo could bring on a nervous 
breakdown, so relentlessly 
demanding is this speedrun 
platformer. You swipe and tap 
your way through tiny levels, 
trying to obliterate a virus and 
save the world of gaming. Your 
reactions are stretched to the 
limit, every move requiring precise 
aim, leaving little room for error. 
It’s intense and frustrating, but 
any cruelty is outweighed by the 
constant rollercoaster ride and 
occasional dizzying thrill when 
you nail a perfect run.

Stuff says ★★★★✩
R55 / Android, iOS

● Just Press Record
It’s always fun to see a developer 
out-Apple Apple. With Just 
Press Record, you get the 
most elegant recording app 
for Mac, iPhone, iPad or Apple 
Watch. Prod ‘record’, make your 
recording, and if you’re online 
it will sync to iCloud. Recordings 
can be renamed and shared — 
and that’s it. The app’s simplicity 
is a boon in situations where 
you don’t want to think and just 
need to get on with recording 
something, especially if you’re 
using the Watch.

Stuff says ★★★★★
R50 / iOS; R90 / OS X

● Fugue Machine
Calling itself ‘Bach in a box’, Fugue 
Machine is inspired by layered 
classical composition techniques, 
but this is thoroughly modern 
iPad software. You tap out notes 
on a piano roll and decide how the 
four playheads should approach 
them in terms of speed, direction 
and pitch. Complex patterns 
emerge from simple sequences, 
and it’s near-impossible to create 
something that isn’t mesmerising. 
This app is for anyone, though 
pros will enjoy the integration 
with other iPad synths.

Stuff says ★★★★★
R140 / iPad

FOR
NERVOUS

NOODLERS

FOR
SPEED

FREAKS

FOR
GOOD

LISTENERS

FOR 
DIGITAL

MAESTROS
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YOU MIGHT 
LEARN 

SOMETHING

● Duolingo
If you’ve ever wanted to learn 
another language but never 
thought you could spare the 
time, download Duolingo. Its 
bite-sized exercises fit into gaps 
in your day that you’d otherwise 
waste on Facebook and Candy 
Crush, taking you from the 
absolute basics through to 
conversing like a native. Anyone 
seen the pen of my aunt?

Stuff says ★★★★★
Free / Android, iOS

● Khan Academy
With the laudable goal of 
providing “free, world-class 
education for anyone”, Khan 
Academy is packed full of videos 
covering a range of subjects. 
Videos can be stored offline, 
and you can create a profile 
to track progress. The app’s 
a touch US-orientated, but 
it’s still a great tool if you fancy 
learning something new.

Stuff says ★★★★★ 
Free / Android, iOS

● Yousician
Mastering an instrument can be 
hard, which is why many people 
instead ‘play’ tiny plastic guitars 
with a bunch of colourful 
buttons. Yousician flips Guitar 
Hero 90°, and along with your 
device’s mic it gamifies learning 
chords and notes on a proper 
guitar. This is way more fun 
than trudging through rubbish 
paper songbooks.

Stuff says ★★★★✩
from Free / Android, iOS

● Instructables
This app is what happens when 
teaching goes social. Explore 
and you can discover how to 
create wooden trebuchets, 
Twinkie mummies and all 
kinds of hacked-together tech 
weirdness. You can drill down 
into specific categories, upload 
your own ‘instructable’, or just 
marvel at the mix of creativity 
and madness. 

Stuff says ★★★★✩
Free / Android, iOS, Win Phone

● Lrn
We’re often told coding’s the 
future, but to newcomers it 
can be like trying to read a book 
in Ancient Mesopotamian. Lrn 
provides a way in, taking you 
through the basics of JavaScript 
or Ruby, then gradually 
increasing in complexity as your 
confidence builds. You get four 
sets of exercises for free; grab 
the rest for R40.

Stuff says ★★★★✩
from Free / iOS (Android soon)

● TED
The TED mission is all about 
spreading great ideas in the form 
of short, powerful talks. The app 
therefore resembles a brainfood 
YouTube, where you simply 
sit, watch and get inspired. Our 
favourite bit is the ‘Surprise Me’ 
tab, which serves videos based 
on a keyword — funny, ingenious, 
courageous, etc — and the time 
you have to spare. 

Stuff says ★★★★★
Free / Android, iOS 

A new year means new resolutions and a 
desire to better one’s self. If you’re 

seriously serious, then you might just 
learn something new. Here’s how. 

Mini meme 
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24 hours with the 
Apple iPad Mini 4

Good
Meh
Evil

 5mins 30mins 40mins 45mins 1hr 3hrs 4hrs 5hrs 7hrs 9hrs 

There’s a w
elcome boost to

 graphics 

durin
g heavy-duty

 gameplay. N
ice! 

…and th
e anti-

refle
ctiv

e layer m
eans 

we can still 
read th

ings in dire
ct s

unlig
ht.

Yep, it
 lo

oks id
entic

al to
 th

e M
ini 3

, 

and w
e can’t e

ven get it
 in

 ro
se gold.

Lighter, t
hough – w

hich is great fo
r 

when we inevita
bly drop it o

n our fa
ces.

The display is so cris
p, it’

s th
e best 

we’ve ever s
een on a m

ini ta
blet…

Sadly it 
hasn’t g

ot t
he glorio

us 

3D Touch lik
e th

e new iP
hones.

Spot th
e diffe

rence! T
he speaker g

rill
e 

has been tw
eaked to

 a single ro
w…

…so w
hen gaming in

 landscape you’ll 

end up blocking th
e speakers. H

mm.

Hopefully
 th

e next M
ini w

ill h
ave fo

ur 

corner s
peakers à la iP

ad Pro.

Tiny, 
tempered
Apple’s not letting go of the iPad Mini, despite  
a mixed reception for version 3… so is the 
Mini 4 the upgrade we’ve been waiting for?

2 The same but different
Just like the iPhone 6s and 
6s Plus, little seems to have 
changed about the iPad Mini 
on the surface, but in fact it’s 
1.4mm thinner and 32g lighter 
than the Mini 2, despite being 
ever so slightly wider and taller. 
Time to buy a new iPad case.

3 Power play
This mini tab runs on a second 
generation A8 chip, similar to the 
one that fires the new iPhones. 
While Vainglory stuttered a little 
on our iPad Air and caused us to 
lose a match, the Mini 4 handled 
it with ease, even in the most 
frazzling of fights. 

Only our in
abilit

y to
 steer s

tra
ight is

 

going to
 stop us in

 Asphalt 8
.

1 Don’t mind the gap
The Mini 4’s 7.9in/20cm screen 
looks the same as the Mini 2’s, 
but Apple has reduced the air 
gap between the anti-reflective 
glass and its Retina LCD display. 
The result? Colours are bolder 
and icons appear to be floating 
just under your fingertips. 

Is Apple interested in making 
small tablets any more? If last 
year’s iPad Mini 3 is anything 
to go by, you’d be forgiven for 
suggesting not. Priced at R7 000 
and featuring only one new trick, 
Touch ID, it caught fistfuls of flak 
from anyone with an opinion on 
these things (and several people 
who just like to shout on the 
internet). The Mini 3 didn’t even 
trump its predecessor to make 
our Top 10 tablets list. 

One year later, the Mini 3 is no 
more. Apple has deleted it from 
existence and replaced it with the 
shiny new iPad Mini 4, which lasts 
for for 14 hours of ShowMax. 
Although it hasn’t been handed 
the gift of 3D Touch, which is 
reserved for the new iPhones, 
it’s faster than ever before, with 
a subtly improved screen and 
some tiny design refinements. 

Is this the iPad Mini that the 
last one should have been? Or 
have Apple’s Plus-sized iPhone 
endeavours rendered its small 
tablets obsolete? We donned our 
finest investigative deerstalker. 

from R7 000 / apple.com/za
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10hrs 20hrs 21hrs 23hrs 24hrs

After a new tablet but need something bigger 
or cheaper than the Mini 4? Try one of these…

Screen 7.9in/20cm, 1536x2048 pixels 
Processor Apple A8 RAM 2GB 
Camera 8MP rear, 1.2MP front
Battery 5124mAh 
Dimensions 203x135x6.1mm 
Weight 299g

STUFF SAYS ★★★★★
This is the tablet the Mini 3 
should have been – and it’s the 
best small tablet on the market

Really
, an iP

ad picture only m
akes 

sense if y
our p

hone’s out o
f re

ach…

Really
 lik

e th
is M

ini 4
. It

’s a m
ust if

 you 

want to
 upgrade fro

m th
e fir

st M
ini.

Multit
asking… checked Twitte

r w
hile

 

waitin
g to

 re
spawn in

 Vainglory
.

No re
al need to

 worry
 about b

atte
ry

 

life
, even afte

r a
n evening of S

howMax.  

Alternatives to keep tabs on 

Tech specs

4 Fine as iOS 9
With all that power elevating the 
baby iPad from its schlobby former 
self, you’ll want to get the most 
out of iOS 9’s new multitasking 
tricks such as the split screen. It 
certainly proved helpful when we 
were watching YouTube and had 
to answer an urgent email.

5 If you must…
Say what you like about people 
who use their iPad to take photos. 
Seriously, say it. There’s no insult 
too great for them. However, the 
Mini 4’s rear-facing snapper now 
has 8MP, instead of the Mini 2’s 
5MP, while retaining the same 
f/2.4 aperture.

…but if
 you have to

, you’ll b
e th

ankful 

for t
he extra

 m
egapixels here.

Do Apple’s petite tablets still make sense? 
When it came to games and emails, we found 
ourselves putting the 6s Plus down and 
grabbing this instead. It’s just the right size for 
a portable entertainment hub, lasting three 
days and doing justice to TV series and graphic 
novels alike. The Mini 4’s a worthy upgrade, 
unless you want to wait for 3D Touch.

■ Apple iPad Mini 2
If your budget doesn’t quite 
stretch to the latest Mini 4, 
the Mini 2 is still available from 
around R4 600 and has the 
same screen resolution as its 
younger sibling at 326ppi. It’s 
lighter and much more compact 
than the iPad Air models, and it 
has the same great apps and 
battery life, making it a killer 
everyday, everywhere tablet.

■ Samsung Galaxy 
Tab S2 9.7
If you’re after a larger screen, 
this 9.7in/24.6cm Samsung 
has impressive battery life and 
top-notch performance. It’s 
a superb tab for everyday use, 
but one that still has stamina 
and speed. Big-screen tablets 
still make sense: they’re great 
for consuming content, but can 
still handle serious tasks as well.
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Officer 2 status:
High stress

Known gang 
violence area
Known gang 

violence area
Known gang 

Officer 4:
Not assigned

Smart holsters, video glasses and predictive maps: we try out the next-gen 
police tech that could have criminals queuing up for a career change

Officer 6:
ETA 00:00:31

Body Cam 2:
Suspect 
identified

Officer 3:
In pursuit

CONTROL 
CENTRE:
Notified

Officer 1 status:
Taser drawn

Officer 7:
Not assigned

Officer 5:
Not assigned

UPDATE:
High chance of 
major incident

TECHSPEDITION 

T H E  N E W  F U Z Z
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TECHSPEDITION

Auto alert: Taser_drawn
3:36:57 PM
Priority: 4
Officer status: High stress

  Open MIC_1

  View BODY_CAM_2
Officer ID: Officer 2 
Vehicle ID: Patrol Car #3
Longitude: -0.19366670588235294
Latitude: 51.480129
Heading: 322 NW
Foot Chase: UNKNOWN
Officer Down: UNKNOWN

he best way to experience the future of policing 
tech is to go on the run. That’s what we (temporarily) 
experienced on a visit to Motorola Solutions’ secret 
lab, where tomorrow’s crime-fighting tools are being 
developed for the world’s police forces. 

Sitting in a room with walls of screens and 
a mannequin dressed in what we’d soon learn was 
seriously cutting-edge police kit, we were an unkempt 
version of our usual selves – unshaven, sporting 
glasses and with hair having grown to the point that 
some suggested we try out for a Beatles tribute band. 
Granted, it was a rubbish disguise. But we didn’t realise 
how rubbish until our hosts cheerily noted that their 
facial recognition software had instantly clocked us. 
And all from a photo from our website of a markedly 
younger us, shorter of hair and shaven of face. 

This was just the start of a journey into the police’s 
sci-fi future. But whereas the CSIs of this world are 
infatuated with stupid gestural interfaces and 
implausible technological leaps (“We downloaded the 
hard drive by holding a USB stick up to the screen!”), 
Motorola’s effort is about substance, about solving 
the modern-day policing problems of efficiency, 
intelligence gathering and data analysis.

There was a time when police went about their 
business armed with a stick, a walkie-talkie, their wits, 
and an unnecessarily funny hat. Now Motorola, the 
inventor of the walkie-talkie, is reinventing itself as the 
source of high-tech police gadgetry and support 
networks. In fact, networks within networks, because 
the connected cop is all about layers.

MAKING A CONNECTION
Taken in isolation, the future cop’s gear is all very 
recognisable: mobile devices, smart glasses, a smart 
belt. We were told this was intentional: its use must be 
second nature, or it gets in the way of everything an 
officer has learned. Innovation and technology are 
therefore wrapped around existing learned activities. 
At a time when funds are diminishing but danger 
isn’t, policing tech must aid effectiveness, feeding 
intelligence in context, without distracting anyone 
from doing their job.

We tried on the smart glasses, and a tiny display 
lurked in our peripheral vision. It’s designed to flash 
up important data, such as the correct talk group 
on your radio so you won’t be isolated during an 
operation. You adapt quickly, instinctively noticing 
something’s changed and soaking it in. A mobile 
device was then lobbed our way. The LEX L10 is 

Patrol Car #3:
ETA 00:00:21
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F U Z Z  F E E D 
T H E P OL ICE’S N E W 
CON N E C T E D K I T

Officer 2:
In pursuit

Status: High stress

TECHSPEDITION

a security-enhanced Android phone with contextual 
modes of operation. Back at the station, it might show 
email and CAD (Computer Aided Dispatch) incidents; 
when an officer is deployed, it could prioritise mapping, 
displaying where colleagues are located. Along with 
the Si500 — another Android device, combining a 
camera and microphone — the L10 is designed to 
lighten an officer’s load, which today may include 
all manner of radios, camera and video devices, and 
often a tablet in a satchel.

BELT UP
So far, so 2015… but the key component is the belt, 
and it’s not there to hold up anyone’s trousers. It acts 
as a Bluetooth hub of sorts, creating a personal area 
network around the officer. Sensors enable it to 
recognise when a weapon is drawn, and this can 
trigger actions from connected kit, such as the 
camera on the glasses taking a photo. It can also 
alert the control room, while the belt’s GPS and 
gyro provide location and direction details. 

Consider the officer as a node in a wider network 
and the benefits are clear. Individual officers gain 
from information flows sent to their smart kit, and 
what this equipment sends helps their pals. For 
example, those photos can be distributed to incoming 
backup, so they know who or what they’re dealing 
with. Crucially, officers aren’t having to do anything 

SMART 
GLASSES
Inspired by the 
smart glasses 
worn by gnarly 
sportspeople, 
these Recons 
provide a small 
alerts screen 

triggered by the connected radio. Alerts can 
be fed from the network to the officer; but 
the info flow goes in the other direction too, 
with the glasses capable of taking images 
and offering positioning details that can be 
shared with control and other officers.

ANDROID 
DEVICES
The LEX L10 is a 
rugged beast that 
has capabilities 
well beyond a 
consumer Android 
phone. It boasts 
a dedicated 

push-to-talk button and enhanced audio, 
and software enables the interface to be 
context-sensitive. The Si500 (pictured) acts 
as a body-worn camera, mic and speaker 
combo. Both devices connect to a network 
for sending and receiving information.

THE 
CONNECTED 
CAR
The concept for 
the connected 
car starts with 
a unit that has 
‘upgraded 
everything’. It’s 

packed with electronics, including cameras, 
radios and computers, and could in theory 
be used as a full incident command vehicle. 
When on the road, there’s a camera with a 
800m zoom, meaning police can safely 
follow targets of interest from a distance.

TETHERED 
LTE DRONE
If dealing with 
a major incident, 
a drone attached 
to a microfilament 
tether can be sent 
up. Powered using 
a generator, it 

can stay airborne indefinitely. Such drones 
can also be a solution when connected 
officers find themselves in an area of low 
connectivity — deployable LTE can provide 
coverage for up to 20 personnel in the 
immediate area.

1

2

3

4

SUSPECT
IC1 ON FOOT

Officer 2:
Taser drawn

Officer 5:
LTE drone 
requested

Officer 4:
On standby
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system’s overt riffling through social media is 
balanced by a greater sense of accountability. 
We too often hear of shootings, especially in the 
USA, where blame comes from both sides. But 
if smart systems were ubiquitous, automatically 
recording when a weapon was drawn, the public 
benefit would be obvious.

How soon we’ll see such kit on international police is 
unclear. Motorola recognises that police forces already 
have a lot of equipment, so it predicts piecemeal 
rollouts, with forces gradually integrating new gadgets 
and software modules. 

Just like smarthome tech, it’s the interoperability 
of these systems that’s vital, giving the whole thing 
value — otherwise, police would end up with disparate, 
mismatched tech. And no-one wants a burglar to 
escape because an officer’s holster wasn’t compatible 
with a colleague’s in-car maps. 

FIN PC 9428:
On patrol

Status: Normal

PREDICT
Social media monitoring, 

a community tip-off 
programme (via smartphone 
apps) and analytics identify 
areas potentially at high risk 

of crime during a specific shift. 
Those forecast crime areas are 
flagged in the pre-shift briefing 

report to all officers.

PATROL
Additional officers are allocated 

accordingly. Routes are 
monitored in real time through 
car-tracking and smart device 

GPS. Biometric tech enables 
control to monitor vitals (pulse, 

blood pressure). Officers can 
see on their devices the 

locations of backup units.

RESPOND
Facial recognition software 

identifies a known offender. 
Details, location and images are 

sent to officers. CCTV shows 
escalating violence. Units are 

dispatched, and video from 
vehicles is streamed to control. 

A taser is drawn; the smart 
holster notifies control.

RESOLVE
The suspect is arrested. 
Digital evidence — video, 

audio, witness reports, location 
data — is secure within the 

agency’s cloud. Post-analysis 
of data generates intelligence 
on accomplices. The evidence 

secures a conviction. High-five 
sequence initiated.

P R E - C R I M E 

new here — in fact, they potentially have less to do. 
Rather than alerting command regarding details and 
locations, and manually taking photos, intelligence 
and real-time information become automated and 
easy to share.

This all relies heavily on the underlying system 
that ties everything together. The bulk of the heavy 
lifting is done by CommandCentral, a suite of modular 
but interoperable products with snappy and excitingly 
cop-show names like Aware, Analytics and Inform. 
Combined with situational awareness collaboration 
tool DragonForce (which sounds more Game Of 
Thrones than Law & Order), CommandCentral 
provides police with some truly excellent toys 
hidden behind mundane Windows interfaces.

PREVENTATIVE ACTION
Floods of information flow around the system, 
directed in part by human operators. Geofences 
are erected, within which social networks are 
monitored for keywords that police could use to 
suppress problems that might otherwise escalate. 
One scripted incident we saw found police entering 
a building. Floorplans were relayed to them and 
overlaid with routes and alerts. It’s all a bit easier 
than having to remember every fine detail during 
an incredibly stressful situation. 

It was the analytics demos that most dazzled, 
though. In the first video-crunching demo, a shady 
character was shown dumping a suspicious package. 
In less than half an hour, the system can crunch seven 
hours of surveillance footage into a three-minute 
segment that smartly overlays all movement of 
vehicles and people to identify patterns. Other filters 
hone in on colours, while raw video adds extra context. 
The demo we saw was insanely fast, condensing 
hours of screen-gazing into minutes.

The long-term crunching of historical data is also 
propelling a tech-fuelled ‘reactive to predictive’ policing 
shift. By putting the right people in the right places 
at the right times, based on an area’s criminal history, 
tests have resulted in an average 30% reduction 
in crime. Further smarts include sending up drones 
with LTE wireless connectivity and accessing public 
CCTV cameras, not least during shooting incidents, 
when it would be more than a little handy to see inside 
a building before entering.

BALANCING ACTS
Of course, with so much information sloshing around, 
there are privacy concerns. But it was interesting 
to find that the vast majority of facial recognition 
searches are for missing persons, and that the 

HOW SOF T WAR E CAN STOP 
A R IOT B E FOR E I T B E G I NS

1 2

3 4
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the volume, of course.

Now listen 
closely

STUFF SAYS The UE Boom 2 is pricey, but it’s tough to beat for quality  ★★★★★

■ The middle child of the Ultimate 
Ears speaker family – sandwiched 
between the smaller, UFO-like UE 
Roll and the larger, look-alike UE 
Megaboom – the UE Boom 2 is a 
Bluetooth speaker that comes in 
colour combinations reminiscent 
of ’90s dance parties, and is so 
hardy it would likely have survived 
them, too.

■ A pair of 45mm active drivers 
and two 45x80mm passive 
radiators result in impressive audio 
quality for a device the size of a 
440ml soft drink can. Sound 
quality is excellent right across the 
spectrum and only begins to 
distort near top volume, by which 
point the neighbours are probably 
sufficiently annoyed anyway.

■ Its IPX7 rating means the Boom 
2 can be fully submerged in up to 
1m of water for 30 minutes, and it’ll 
survive general rough-housing, 
too. We’ve spilt beer on our test 
unit, used it in the shower (the lug in 
the base is great for dangling the 
speaker in unlikely spots) and – on 
one occasion – dropped it in a 
swimming pool, none of which 
seems to have done it any harm.

■ Bluetooth, NFC and a 3.5mm 
audio jack mean you’re spoilt 
for choice when it comes to 
connectivity and wireless range 
of 33m is very handy indeed. 
The battery charges in around 
2.5 hours and last up to 15, 
depending how high you crank 

Dimensions 67x180mm ■ Party starter ■ Group activity
Weight 548g Connectivity Use the UE Boom app (Android, The app also allows you to 
Bluetooth, NFC, 3.5mm audio jack, iOS) to connect up to three connect up to 100 (yes, really) 
microUSB Battery life 15 hours devices to one Boom 2 so UE speakers together for sonic 
Waterproofing IPX7 Audio output everyone – well, three of you – synchronicity. And it works with 
90dBA, 90Hz-20Hz can take turns playing DJ. any of them.

The UE Boom 2 may not have Wi-Fi or a full-sized USB port (so that you can 
commandeer its stellar battery to charge your portable devices), but its 
ruggedness, elegant design, compact dimensions and outstanding audio quality 
make it our current favourite of the myriad Bluetooth speakers on the market, 
even if it’s a little heavy on the wallet.
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The second wave of smartwatches from the big names in tech 
has arrived. But which of these is the real Apple Watch challenger?

Best of 
the wrist?

What’s the story? 
Out to bust the finger-twisting confusion 
of other smartwatches, the Samsung Gear 
S2 has a rotating bezel that acts as your 
main control. It also breaks free from the 
Android Wear norm with Samsung’s own 
Tizen OS software. This is a smartwatch 
that’s altogether different from the rest. 

Is it any good?
A big step up from the odd-looking Gear S, 
the S2 is almost a match for the Moto 360 
on looks. The rubbery strap isn’t quite as 
comfy, but a smart stainless steel front 
and not-too-huge size make this a watch 
you’ll want to wear. Its rotating bezel feels 
great and, well, it just works. 

You use it to turn through the menus, all 
of which are designed for the twisty dial 
(there are still buttons and a touchscreen, 
though). Coming from Samsung, it’s no 
surprise the screen is good. It’s OLED, 
1.2in/3cm across and 360x360 pixels: not 
quite as sharp as some phones, but as 
sharp as the best watches. Using efficient 
OLED lets you leave the display on and still 
get at least 1.5 days per charge. It’s not the 
week-long stamina we want, but it beats 
both the Moto 360 and the Apple Watch.

The issue with the Gear S2 is that it just 
doesn’t have many apps. Samsung says 
there are 1000+, but 95% of them seem to 
be watch faces. You’re paying a lot of cash 
for limited scope here. 

Tech 1.2in/3cm 360x360 Super AMOLED 
● 11.4mm thick ● 4GB storage 
● Tizen OS ● Wi-Fi, Bluetooth 4.0 
● 250mAh battery

Stuff says ★★★✩✩
The bezel control is great, but be sure 
you’re OK with limited apps before you buy. 

Samsung Gear S2
R4 500 / samsung.com/za

What’s the story? 
The best-looking smartwatch from the 
first Android Wear wave is back with an 
even more legit, watchlike design. There 
are two sizes as well: 42mm for everyone, 
46mm for those with tree-trunk arms. 
It’s classic Android Wear: this is one of 
the most stylish smartwatches around.

Is it any good?
The look matters a lot with a Moto 360, and 
the smart design is matched with top-notch 
comfort thanks to a supple leather strap. If 
you’re after a full-fat smartwatch that looks 
like a watch, there are few better choices. 
This is mostly about the slick casing, 
though. Like the first 360, this watch’s 
screen has an unfortunate cut-out at the 
bottom, so it’s not perfectly round. 

It’s also one of just a few top-end 
smartwatches to use an LCD. Although 
this jacks up the brightness automatically 
when you go out, visibility on a nice day 
isn’t too hot. And as LCDs can’t match the 
efficiency of OLEDs, you’ll only get one day 
of battery life if you want the display on all 
the time. It has a neat wireless charger, but 
the constant recharges get old quickly.

What the Moto 360 has over the S2, 
though, is the Android Wear assurance 
that new apps are coming out all the time. 
The system may still feel like a work in 
progress but it supports way more apps. 
This just about makes it the better device.

Tech 1.37in/3.5cm 360x325 IPS LCD 
● 11.4mm thick ● 4GB storage ● Android 
Wear ● Wi-Fi, NFC, Bluetooth 4.1 
● 300mAh battery 

Stuff says ★★★✩✩
This is a beauty among smartwatches, but 
the battery life and screen fail to impress. 

Moto 360 (2015)
R4 700 / store.orange.com/za

Samsung has 
redesigned the 
Tizen watch OS 
for 2015, with a 
circular design that 
slots in perfectly 
with the S2’s round 
face and bezel 
control. It’s visually 
intuitive, more so 
than Wear, which 
seems to love 
making you flick 
and tap the screen 
twice as much as 
is necessary. 

The problem is 
that Tizen is only 
used by Samsung, 
and only in a couple 
of watches so far 
at that. So, no 
surprise, it has 
just a fraction 
of the apps of 
Android Wear. 
Want Runkeeper, 
Tripadvisor, maybe 
even some watch 
games? No problem 
for Wear. But 
Tizen? Good luck. 

TIZEN OS 
vs ANDROID 
WEAR
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The metal bezel around the 
screen turns, clicking lightly 
every few millimetres. It’s 
a great way to flick through 
Tizen’s menus, and is basically 
a smartwatch stress toy. 

There are also familiar buttons 
on the side: one takes you 
right to the clock face, the 
other just acts as a back 
button. Although it’s more fun 
to muck about with that bezel.

Both of these watches have 
heart-rate sensors on the 
back. They’re about the same 
quality: great when you’re not 
moving, useless for recording 
your heart rate while you run.

The Moto 360’s wireless 
charger is a cute little seat 
you can just rest it in overnight 
to top up its energy reserves. 
The S2 has a similarly handy 
little throne for recharging. 
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Packing an astounding 50MP sensor, is this 
the most powerful DSLR in the world?

■ Unless you’re planning on printing 
your photos the size of a bus, you’ll 
rarely need the full-scale images 
that this camera’s monster sensor 
can produce. But 50MP resolution 
gives you great scope for cropping, 
which can be useful if you don’t 
have a long lens. 

■ Files from the 5DS are whoppers. 
A 64GB card will hold 600 RAW 
and jpg shots at the highest quality. 
That’s why Canon has given 
the 5DS two super-fast Digic 6 
processors. The buffer clears quite 
quickly (shooting jpg only), which 
is good for capturing action, but 
this isn’t an ideal camera for sports.

■ The 5DS’s viewfinder is so large 
and bright that you almost feel like 
you’re looking directly at the scene. 
The fact that it offers a 100% field of 
view also means you can compose 
with confidence and know that 
what you see is what you’ll get. 

■ Focusing is swift and accurate, 
but all those extra pixels can cause 
problems when shooting handheld, 
as wobbles can introduce blur in the 
fine detail. You’ll want to use higher 
shutter speeds – especially for 
moving subjects. 

■ Most pros enjoy some level 
of customisation, and happily that 
has been provided here – including 
the ability to swap out functions 
you don’t use very often for those 
that you do on the Quick Menu.

Sitting between the lens and the sensor, a low-pass filter removes high-frequency 
image information. Without it, shooting repetitive patterns – such as the weave of a 
tweed jacket – can result in unsightly moiré or false colour effects. However, it also 
reduces detail, something that many photographers not shooting the sort of subjects 
that cause moiré don’t want. The 5DS has the filter; the 5DS R (R45 000) doesn’t.

Canon EOS 5DS 
vs 5DS R: 

what’s the 
difference?

STUFF SAYS This is a high-detail stills specialist for the serious snapper ★★★★★

Sensor 50.6MP full-frame CMOS 
Processor Dual Digic 6 ISO 100-
6400/50-12,800 (expanded) 
Autofocus points 61 Shutter speed 
1/8000-30 secs Burst rate 5fps 
Screen 3.2in 1040k-dot TFT 
Video 1080p@30fps Dimensions 
152x117x76mm Weight 845g 

■ On the level
For those of us with a propensity 
to shoot wonky horizons, the 
ability to display an electronic 
level in the viewfinder 
(something the 5D Mark III 
can’t do) is a nice touch. 

■ Hold still
The 5D Mark III’s video skills make 
it a better all-rounder than the 
5DS (it’s R35 500). It has features 
this camera is missing, such as 
uncompressed HDMI output, focus 
peaking and a headphone port.

R43 000 (body only) / ormsdirect.co.za

Tech specs

The big picture
T E ST  C A N O N  E O S  5 D S
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1  Puma Power Tank Top
R1 300 / puma.com
2  Puma Power Long Tight
R2 300 / puma.com
3  Oakley Flak 2.0
R1 900 / sunglasshut.com/za
4  Puma Fit AT Sports Bag
R900 / puma.com
5  Withings Activité Pop
R2 600 / quantifi .co.za
6  HTC Desire 626
R4 300 / store.orange.com/za
7  Puma Speed 600 Ignite
R1 900 / puma.com
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1  Puma PWRSHAPE Forever
R500 / puma.com
2  Puma Mesh It Up Layer Tankt
R500 / puma.com
3  Oakley Radar EV Path
R2 025 / sunglasshut.com/za
4  Moroccan Oil Styling Gel 180ml
R250 / volure.co.za
5  Puma PWRSHAPE Tight
R1 400 / puma.com
6  Hisense Infinity H7 Pureshot LTE
R3 500 / hisense.co.za
7  Pocket Party Speaker
R500 / bit.ly/pockparty

8  Jawbone UP3
R2 400 / quantifi .co.za
9  Puma PULSE XT Core
R1 200 / puma.co.za
10  Puma Fit AT Sports Duffle
R750 / puma.co.za
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1  Puma Graphic Tank
R500 / puma.com
2  Skullcandy XTfree Earbuds
R1 600 / skullcandy.com
3  CAT S40 Smartphone
R7 000 / store.orange.com/za
4  Puma Vent Stretch Shorts
R700 / puma.com
5  Oakley Frogskins
R1 425 / sunglasshut.com/za
6  DX Smooth Facial Tissue Oil 50ml
R146 / clicks.co.za
7  Frederique Constant Horological Smartwatch
R17 500 / picotandmoss.co.za
8  Adidas Dynamic Pulse Deo Body Spray 150ml
R22 / clicks.co.za
9  Bella Nutripro Cold Press Juicer
R2 000 / bellahousewares.co.za
10  DX Smooth Deep Purifying Mask 75ml
R60 / clicks.co.za
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28 hours with the
Google Nexus 6P

Good
Meh
Evil

 5mins 10mins 35mins 45mins 1hr 3hrs 5hrs 7hrs 9hrs 
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That S
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MOLED screen is 
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al eyeball-pleaser.
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ly 
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 Nexus.

The aluminium design is low-key, b
ut 

we’re
 not s

ure about t
he camera stri

p.

Oops, th
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Huawei 
to argue?
For the first time, Google’s Nexus flagship 
handset is made by Huawei. Will the 
Chinese phone giant do justice to 
the latest version of Android?

Unlike iOS, Android isn’t an elitist 
system, but it has its purebreeds: 
the Nexus family is chosen to 
show off Google’s latest smarts. 

Smartphones like the Nexus 
6P aren’t made in Google labs by 
Google robots, though. It’s made 
by Huawei, which has clawed 
its way up from making budget 
phones – often for other 
companies – to produce the 6P. 
And it is one of the lead Android 
phones, whatever you think 
of the brand. So, after the hand-
stretching Nexus 6, which not 
everyone loved, will the 6P get 
the series back on track?

Starting at R9 200 (the 128GB 
version is a still very reasonable 
R11 150), it’s a bit cheaper than 
the ‘intended’ prices of the other 
flagships, which is instantly 
appealing. And on test, it really 
aced a lot of side attractions 
as well as the main events: 
the speakers, battery, rear 
fingerprint scanner and selfie 
camera are all great. In short, 
this is one of the best all-round 
phones money can buy. 

from R9 200 / store.orange.com/za

F I R ST  T E ST  G O O G L E  N E X U S  6 P
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10hrs 16hrs 25hrs 28hrs

■ VIP treatment
If you’re a Google Now 
user then you’ll love 
Marshmallow: the digital 
assistant is available at 
a tap, and it now pushes 
cards related to what 
you’re looking at onto 
a handy display overlay.

■ Hands off, Huawei
The 6P is here to present 
Marshmallow, so there’s 
zero Huawei influence 
in the software. That’s 
a good job when many 
don’t like their Emotion 
UI, which doesn’t let you 
view all your apps at once.

■ Sweet, not sticky
The Nexus 6 with Android 
5.0 felt a bit like a step 
down in gears after the 
ultra-snappy Android 4.4, 
but this latest version 
combines the liquid 
feel of Lollipop with the 
responsiveness of KitKat.

■ Scrolly moley
Marshmallow looks a fair 
bit like good old Lollipop, 
but now the apps menu 
is a single vertical scroll 
rather than a series of 
pages. You can get this 
without a Marshmallow 
device using Google Now. 

The Google Nexus 6P showcases Android 6.0, aka 
Marshmallow. What will be next, eh? Nougat? Nutella? 

Screen 5.7in/14.5cm Super AMOLED 2560x1440
Processor 2GHz Snapdragon 810 
OS Android 6.0 Marshmallow Battery 3450mAh
Storage 32/64/128GB non-expandable 
RAM 3GB Cameras 12MP rear, 8MP front
Dimensions 159x78x7.3mm Weight 178g

STUFF SAYS ★★★★★
One of the best Nexus devices to 
date, and a real alternative to the 
best of Samsung and LG 

The stamina is not a
s we hoped: bette

r 

than th
e G4 but n

ot u
p to

 th
e Note 5.

The 12
MP cam’s big pixels re

ally
 

help it 
out in

 low lig
ht.

Wow, selfie
-holics are going to

 love 

th
e fro

nt-facing cam – it’
s superb

.

Show us s’more

Tech specs

2 Game for games
Quite similar to what we saw 
in the Galaxy Note 5, the 6P’s 
display is very big and very 
sharp, bright with immense 
contrast. It makes the phone 
a great little media and gaming 
machine. But no, there’s no 
pressure-sensitivity here.

3 Selfie-aggrandising
The 6P takes a new approach and 
uses a large but mid-resolution 
12MP sensor on the back, paired 
up with a two-tone flash. It also 
has without doubt one of the 
best ever front cams – the sort 
of selfies that show off how your 
pores are looking, even indoors.

4 Batt’s enough
Even with a 3450mAh battery 
in the Nexus 6P you’ll only get 
decent stamina, nothing more. 
Left to play a 720p video on loop, 
the phone held on for 10.5 hours. 
This puts it on a par with the HTC 
One M9 and the LG G4, but well 
behind Samsung’s S6 and Note 5.

5 USB-see the difference
The Nexus 6P does offer pretty 
fast charging. It’s one of the 
first phones to use a reversible 
USB-C port rather than the 
usual microUSB socket, and 
it pumps charge through at 
5V, 3A. It charges from flat in 
about two hours.

Meet the new king of Android 6.0. It’s a good-
value phone that offers good results in just 
about every area. Camera, design, 
performance and software all get a thumbs-
up. Standouts include the finger scanner and 
the front camera, all of which make it easy 
to recommend to anyone out for a large-
screen phone.

1 You clean up nicely
Huawei has had questionable 
design moments in the past, but 
overall the Nexus 6P is clean and 
unfussy. It has a slim aluminium 
body, and ours features a dark 
grey finish that takes the edge 
off the often sparkly look of 
anodised aluminium.

It’s
 not t

he fa
stest p

hone but e
very

 

game w
e’ve tr

ied ru
ns lik

e a dream.
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he odds were stacked 
against Mr Robot being 
one of the year’s most 

bingewatchable TV shows. Not 
only is its lead character a taciturn 
cybersecurity expert, but it’s about 
hackers – and we all know that 
means bespectacled nerds trying 
to ‘hack the mainframe’ against 
a countdown clock.

The fact that Mr Robot resists a 
‘computers for dummies’ approach 
is just one of the reasons why it 
succeeds. It’s also visually striking 
and unpredictable, and offers 
a new take on cyberpunk while 
wearing its influences (The Matrix, 
Fight Club and American Psycho) 
as proudly as the badge on its title 
character’s shirt. 

An office drone by day, Elliott 

Alderson (played brilliantly by Rami 
Malek) is also a morphine-addled 
vigilante who hacks the lives of 
everyone he meets. That is until 
he’s lured in by Mr Robot (Christian 
Slater) to join the hacktivist group 
‘fsociety’, whose plan is to cancel 
world debt by attacking ubiquitous 
conglomerate E Corp. 

Cue a trip down a rabbit hole 
that twists through Lynchian 
dreams, episode-long musings 
about the hackability of human 
brains, and a mounting sense of 
paranoia that leaves you deeply 
suspicious of everything down 
to Elliott’s malfunctioning radiator. 
Edward Snowden is apparently a 
big fan, but you don’t have to be an 
exiled privacy activist to enjoy it. 
STUFF SAYS ★★★★★

T

No one thought Ant-Man 
was going to be much 
good. Then Edgar Wright 
dropped out of directing 
Marvel’s latest jamboree 
and that seemingly sealed 
its fate. As it turned out, 
the reliably winsome Paul 
Rudd, a slew of hearty 
laughs and some creative 
action sequences make 
this the year’s best 
superhero movie.
STUFF SAYS ★★★★✩

Disappointed by Spectre? 
Tom Cruise has taken the 
opportunity to out-stunt 
Bond, recklessly clinging to 
planes during take-off and 
tearing up the streets of 
Marrakech on a motorbike. 
Not bad for a short guy in 
his 50s. Rogue Nation’s 
spectacle partially makes 
up for its cartoonish plot. 
STUFF SAYS ★★★✩✩

This month we watch Edward 
Snowden’s favourite TV show, 
hear the best band to come from 
a town called Bowling Green, and 
don’t play some old video games

This month we watch Edward 
Snowden’s favourite TV show, 

Media hoard

Mr Robot_Amazon Prime Instant Video

Ant-Man
_cinema, DVD

Mission: 
Impossible – 
Rogue Nation
_Blu-ray, DVD

WATCH
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Iain Macintosh has pretty 
much managed to turn 
playing Football Manager 
into a day job, which makes 
him the envy of laptop 
Klopps across the world, 
but he also knows a fair bit 
about the real thing. 

This isn’t a manual (the 
tactical stuff is quite basic 
and there are only a few 
pages at the back that 

relate directly to the game), 
but instead Macca uses his 
years as a footy journo to 
create a witty, insightful 
collection of dressing room 
anecdotes, training ground 
secrets and lessons to be 
learned from the real-life 
gaffers. As he’s a Southend 
fan, it’s obviously not just 
about the Premier League.
STUFF SAYS ★★★★✩

For a band from a town 
called Bowling Green 
in Kentucky, there’s 
something curiously 
British about Cage The 
Elephant – even with Dan 
Auerbach of Black Keys 
fame twiddling the knobs 
on their fourth record.

There’s very little on Tell 
Me I’m Pretty that doesn’t 
sound like an impression of 
any number of Brit bands 
from the ’60s: the Stones, 

Kinks and Beatles are all 
referenced, albeit not 
explicitly, almost to the 
point where you’d think 
you were listening to a 
tribute album. 

The problem is, Cage 
The Elephant aren’t the 
Stones, Kinks or Beatles 
and it all ends up sounding 
like an Apple ad. It’s well 
crafted, radio-friendly rock, 
but all too easily forgotten. 
STUFF SAYS ★★★✩✩

This spectacularly geeky 
collection of interviews 
with the key players in the 
British gaming industry 
of the ’70s, ’80s and early 
’90s is essentially 400 
pages of screening notes 
for the 2014 documentary 
From Bedrooms To Billions. 
The clever structure allows 
you to follow individual 
people’s scattered inputs. 
STUFF SAYS ★★★✩✩

Toast, Beef, Reynholm Jnr 
in The IT Crowd, Sanchez in 
Darkplace… for all of these 
reasons it is quite rightly 
illegal to say anything bad 
about Matt Berry. Even if 
he takes a poo in your front 
garden. Berry also makes 
non-comedic music, of 
a strangely old-fashioned 
and theatrical kind, and 
this is his new live album. 
We’d better leave it there. 
STUFF SAYS ★★✩✩✩

‘YouTube star writes book’ 
is becoming a puzzlingly 
common occurrence. 
Ashen’s tome is the kind 
of thing you’ll read on the 
loo, although his army 
of fans are surely more 
likely to be watching him 
on their phones.
STUFF SAYS ★★★✩✩

Continuing with the colour 
theme of their previous 
album names, Baroness 
unsurprisingly don’t 
deviate too much from 
their existing sound. 
It’s punchier, sludgier, 
stonerier, hookier 
and metallier than the 
previous double album 
Yellow & Green and the 
shorter runtime delivers 
a more compact and 
engaging headbang. 
STUFF SAYS ★★★★✩

LISTEN READ

The Football Manager 
Guide To Football 
Management_Iain Macintosh

Tell Me I’m Pretty
_Cage The Elephant

Live_Matt Berry 
And The Maypoles

Terrible Old 
Games You’ve 
Probably Never 
Heard Of 
_Stuart Ashen

Britsoft: 
An Oral History
_ed. Alex Wiltshire

Purple_Baroness
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STUFF SAYS You’d have to have an irradiated brain to not make this your New Year pick ★★★★★

Fallout 4
� is huge new RPG will keep you playing well into 2016; 
it’s so big it might last you until Fallout 5 comes out 

PC, PS4, Xbox One / fallout4.com

B I G  G A M E 
H U N T 
YO U R  N E W 
FAV O U R I T E 
G A M E S

hat’s that ear-splitting 
noise? Oh, we just helped 
a crew of robots launch 

their 19th-century wooden ship 
into the air. Gaming’s most famous 
post-apocalyptic RPG series has 
always revelled in its weirdness.
Five years since its last Fallout title, 
Bethesda has produced a game 
with warmth and life that’s bigger 
and weirder than before.

You land in ‘The Commonwealth’, 
in what remains of Boston. The 
city glows with the tacky neon of 
downtown ghettos and stretches 

up into the sky with dilapidated 
high-rises. Attack craft regularly 
appear overhead and clash with 
raiders, mutants and the other 
nefarious clans. 

On the ground, the usual power 
armour zealots and rad-haggard 
scum are all back, and this time 
there’s a new force: The Institute. 
We’ll spare you the spoilers, but 
suffice to say they add a new, more 
technologically advanced flavour of 
footsoldier to the mix.

Of course, an engaging world is 
nothing without narrative; but this 

questing is the best we’ve seen 
yet from Bethesda. Yes, we do 
mean it’s better than Skyrim.

What’s more, it’s huge. Crazily 
huge; you could spend hundreds 
of hours playing this. With so 
much to do and see and shoot, 
you might expect the quality to 
take a dive. But almost across the 
board, Fallout 4 hits the mark. The 
voice acting is all superb, and while 
many of the quests follow a 
similar structure, the characters 
you meet are a constant joy. 
The Vault-Tec Assisted Targeting 

System (VATS) is back for more 
head-sploding delights and 
the handling of weapons is also 
greatly improved. 

The only niggle is graphical. 
Up close and personal Fallout 4 
is next-gen beautiful, but as the 
vistas get larger and the draw 
distance bigger, buildings begin to 
look like coloured boxes as vision is 
sacrificed to performance. 

Still, we’d rather have a brilliant 
game with the occasional ropey 
view than a beautiful idiot, and 
Fallout 4 is an absolute belter. 

YO U R  N E W 
FAV O U R I T E 
G A M E S
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Choice is Bethesda’s hallmark 
and Fallout 4 doesn’t disappoint. 
Crafting is back, allowing you 
to make all kinds of outlandish 
modifications.

Even before you begin 
tinkering, the arsenal is 
ostentatious and wonderful. 
There are laser rifles, shotguns, 
even the Junk Jet, which 
can be loaded with useless 
inventory objects and fired 
with frightening velocity. You’d 
have to be inhuman not to smile 
when a typewriter whips off a 
mutant’s leg at 200km/h.

Each of these weapons can 
be adjusted at a workbench 
with an enormous variety of 
mods. Our rocket launcher has 
an attached bayonet. Why? 
Why not?

Players can take control of 
settlements to construct their 
own fortress. Each settlement 
has needs (water, power, 
defences etc) that must be 
satisfied, but you get benefits 
such as a free bed and the 
ability to call on local forces in 
time of need. It’s a neat feather 
in Fallout’s cap – but like all 
base-building in RPGs, it ends 
up feeling redundant. 

RPGs are all about individual 
development and progress, 
and while there have been 
efforts to integrate the new 
toolset into missions, it feels 
divergent from the game’s 
core objectives.

The theory of 
unnatural selection

This Vertibird is one of the 
least outlandish pieces of 

machinery in Fallout 4.

One of the power armour 
upgrades is this jetpack 

add-on. Get jumping!
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he curse surrounding Star 
Wars games is notorious: 
either they’re a fantastic 

offering of sci-fi brilliance or they 
go south, Jar Jar Binks-style. Few 
franchises have so consistently 
yo-yoed between the extremes. 
Thankfully, Dice’s team 
multiplayer FPS looks sleeker 
than a Super Star Destroyer, and 
our laser-scarred experiences in 
the open beta have confirmed 
that the hype is well deserved.

We’re examining two game 
modes: Walker Assault and Drop 
Zone. The former places 40 
players inside the first scenes 
of The Empire Strikes Back on 
the icy plains of Hoth. Twenty 
imperials protect a pair of AT-ATs 
as they make their way towards 
the shield generator. In order to 
stop them, the 20 rebels must 
activate uplink stations to call 
in Y-wing bombers. The front 
lines are constantly in motion, 
and it feels terrifyingly like a 
real invasion.

Power-ups littered across the 
map allow players to jump into 
an AT-ST, a TIE fighter or the 

monolithic AT-AT itself. Blaster 
fire from the AT-AT slices through 
rebels, racking up a dozen kills in 
30 seconds or less.

Airborne craft deal out massive 
amounts of damage, and are great 
for large targets but hopeless at 
zoning in on troopers themselves. 
Such an impressive armoury 
lends Vader’s underlings an 
advantage, and this is why Walker 
Assault mode is so refreshing.

In our first 20 matches, there 
wasn’t a single rebel victory. The 
ratio improved, but it’s still pretty 
unfavourable. At first we were 
miffed, but the desire to succeed 
against a superior force is what 
makes it so tense. When your 
team does manage to wriggle into 
an advantageous position there’s 
a rush of glee that your underdog 
could actually win. And an odd 
opposite applies to the Empire: 
you don’t just want to win, you 
want to humiliate them. 

At the time of writing, Dice 
has just acknowledged that 
the game mode is ‘unbalanced’. 
Here’s hoping they don’t even it 
up too much.

STUFF SAYS If Drop Zone and Walker Assault are anything to go by, we’re in for a treat ★★★★★

Star Wars 
Battlefront

T

If it’s multiplayer mayhem you’re after, spend this 
winter on the icy surface of Hoth (or above it)

PC, PS4, Xbox One / starwars.ea.com

Playing as 
a rebel, the 

odds aren’t in 
your favour, 
but blaster 

turrets help.

The AT-ATs 
dominate the 

landscape and 
take plenty 

of hard graft 
to fell.
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Xbox One / halowaypoint.com

B I G  G A M E  H U N T  S P E C I A L 

uardians is so sure of your 
knowledge of Halo lore 
that it jumps right in with 

no explanation. The generic plot 
(ancient master race, galactic 
domination etc) isn’t hard to follow, 
but this game isn’t interested in 
making new friends.

So, here’s a quick sit-rep: Master 
Chief and Jameson Locke are both 
playable characters in the campaign. 
They’re both angry and manly and 
dedicated to saving the galaxy from 
an apocalyptic evil.

The action follows the same 
formula over and over throughout 
campaign mode: you enter an open 
environment dotted with enemies, 
kill them, move on and repeat. The 
game also pits you against the 
same boss time after time – exactly 
the same boss. His health doesn’t 
increase, his attacks don’t change.

Oddly, Guardians also relegates 
much of the interesting action to 
cutscenes. We often ended up 
thinking, ‘Why aren’t you letting 
us do that? It looks like fun!’

All of this is a shame, because in 
other ways Halo 5 delivers. The few 
worlds you visit left us wanting to 

hang around just for the view. The 
new game engine also produces 
some of the most impressive facial 
animation we’ve seen.

But while campaign mode is 
disappointing, for most Halo fans 
it’s the side salad to multiplayer. 
Splitscreen play is, sadly, out: you’ll 
have to venture online to play with 
your mates. The two choices are 
Arena or Warzone. The former has 
the usual modes plus Breakout, in 
which two teams of four fight for 
a flag which must be taken to the 
enemy base for the win. The twist: 
you only get one life. It’s brutal, but 
it provides the most tension of any 
Halo 5 multiplayer.

Warzone is Guardians’ big sell. 
Two teams of 12 face off on a large 
map and attempt to either capture 
the enemy’s core, or be the first 
to 1000 points by killing the bosses 
that spawn on the battlefield.

It’s admirable that 343 Industries 
has tried to innovate, but the result 
is chaotic, with four or five goals to 
pursue at any one time.

Overall, Guardians is the Avatar 
of this year’s games: sumptuous 
eye-candy, but not that smart.

STUFF SAYS A by-the-numbers return for the Xbox FPS juggernaut ★★★✩✩

G

Master Chief is back after a three-year hiatus, 
but are you fan enough for his latest mission?

In multiplayer 
Warzone mode  

you’ll go up 
against other 

players as well 
as AI enemies.

The Mario-
style Ground 

Pound special 
move can notch 
up multiple kills 
at close range.

Master Chief is back after a three-year hiatus, 

Halo 5: 
Guardians
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Rise Of The 
Tomb Raider
Hidden treasure lies within, but the latest Lara Croft 
escapade buries the series’ own past once and for all

Xbox One, Xbox 360 / tombraider.com

B I G  G A M E  H U N T  S P E C I A L 

he Tomb Raider reboot of 
2013 was fresh, and it was 
a good game. But some 

complained that it was a shadow 
of Lara Croft’s original adventure, 
and called for a return to grand 
temples and forgotten cities. 
In response, developer Crystal 
Dynamics offers a compromise. 
Rise returns to the architectural 
opulence of Tomb Raider’s past, 
while retaining its vision for an 
explosive action game. 

Lara’s goal is the acquisition of 
the Divine Source, an artefact said 

to grant eternal life. In contrast 
to the violence of the last game, 
she no longer has to slip an arrow 
between the eyes of every enemy 
she sees, as stealth mechanics 
have been added. Environments 
have height and cover; Lara can 
climb trees to gain a vantage point 
and hide in convenient shrubs.

AI has also been tweaked so 
that enemies will investigate noises 
from stray arrows and react to the 
sudden absence of a comrade. On 
the whole, the stealth mechanics 
work very well and provide another 

layer of depth to the action, but 
sadly there’s no real reward for 
avoiding combat.

For most of Rise’s enemy 
encounters, Lara embraces her 
new position as the gun-toting 
lovechild of Ellen Ripley and Indiana 
Jones. Combat itself is largely 
unchanged, the most significant 
tweak being the ability to craft 
explosives. A bottle of alcohol and 
a rag become a Molotov cocktail, 
and empty tins become shrapnel 
grenades. Throwing these into 
mobs is highly effective. 

The developers know how 
they want these encounters to 
pan out, with players fluidly moving 
between cover using as much of 
the environment as possible. Only 
now, in her second post-reboot 
outing, have they found their own 
vision for Ms Croft’s future: action 
is this game’s true love, and it sits 
comfortably on the shelf next to 
the likes of Uncharted.

This is not exactly what hardcore 
fans wanted – but at some point 
you have to embrace progress, and 
Rise is a thrilling adventure.

T

STUFF SAYS A worthy sequel that only the most hardcore Lara fans will find lacking ★★★★✩
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The real fun is in the optional 
challenge tombs, where Lara 
must best a puzzle to reach her 
prize and unlock a new skill such 
as double arrow shots. 

Puzzles are notoriously hard 
to design, but each one we tried 
slowly drew us through its logic 
until we cracked it… just soon 
enough not to get frustrated. 
They weren’t perfect, though. 
The level designers are 
obviously big fans of the rope 
launcher that allows Lara to 
interact with a whole room 
of objects from distance, and 
as a result it has been made 
almost omnipresent. 

It’s a great tool, but the 
constant pattern of tying 
objects together with rope 
or using it to pull levers 
doesn’t help to distinguish 
each chamber. We found the 
puzzles of Arkham Knight 
were consistently more varied, 
and more challenging. 

The nine optional challenge 
tombs feel like perfunctory 
love letters to the game 
that Tomb Raider used to 
be. Each is moderately sized 
and lavishly designed, but the 
challenge itself is fairly small 
and over far too soon. It must 
be possible to whizz through 
the nine chambers in under 
two hours, a paltry amount of 
puzzling for a game that claims 
to provide 40 hours of content 
to the completionist. 

Not tomb many 
puzzles for us

If flamethrowers aren’t 
your thing, you can avoid 

them using stealth instead.

The well-crafted puzzle 
tombs are great fun but 

more would be nice. 
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Xbox One, PS4 / assassinscreed.ubi.com

Assassin’s Creed
Syndicate
After an awkward trip to Paris, can the grimy charms of 
gang-ridden London revive the action adventure series?

ssassin’s Creed Unity was 
a total mess. A plethora of 
bugs, performance woes 

and lacklustre features had us 
wondering whether this once 
thrilling franchise had become 
a cynical cash-in. 

With Syndicate, the ninth game 
in the series, Ubisoft has sworn to 
mend its ways. The unnecessary 
fat of multiplayer mode has been 
cut, with every effort placed on 
creating a single player game of 
impeccable quality. The result is 
a triumphant return to form.

One of the main improvements 
is the map. Mission management 
has always been a sore spot for 
the series, and Unity’s map was 
cluttered and useless. The aerial 
view of London here is both easy 
on the eyes and readable – 3D 
models have been applied and 
the new key is infinitely more 
helpful than the hieroglyphics 
in the last game.

Missions are divided between 
the main campaign, tasks for 
famous pals like Charles Darwin, 
and more basic jobs for your allies. 
It all makes sense and you’ll feel 

free to enjoy Syndicate’s many 
escapades without constantly 
gaping at a mess of streets like 
a gormless tourist.

There’s a clear sense of linear 
progression when tackling the 
missions that allow the game’s 
two protagonists, the Frye twins, 
to wrest control of London back 
from the Templars. The boroughs 
are divided up into segments, each 
containing one of these missions, 
which vary from straight-up 
assassinations to the liberation 
of child labourers. 

It’s possible to play as either 
Jacob or Evie (yes, an actual 
woman, about time) and the dual 
setup works elegantly. The twins 
share experience and a cash pool 
but possess separate skill trees 
and loadouts, allowing each to be 
customised as you see fit. They 
can choose from a selection of 
short blades, knuckledusters and 
sharpened canes, and skirmishes 
are far quicker than the drawn-out 
sword battles in Paris. 

It’s predictably Creed-y, but 
Syndicate makes the series 
stonking good fun again.

STUFF SAYS Syndicate fixes the old toys and offers a whole box of new ones ★★★★★

Combat is far 
from perfect, 

but better… and  
you can recruit 

street thugs for 
gang battles.

Navigating 
London is much 
more fun than 

trudging around 
Paris in Unity 

ever was. 

A
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PS4, Xbox One, PS3, Xbox 360 / callofduty.com
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all Of Duty has become the 
Madonna of video games: 
some are wondering 

whether it should drag itself off 
the stage to let other games have 
the limelight. This doesn’t stem 
from waning popularity, but 
waning relevance: standard 
first-person shooters have been 
around for more than 20 years 
now, and they’re starting to look 
old next to the huge multiplayer 
battles that next-gen servers 
can support.

The response? Black Ops 3 
features futuristic mayhem and 
a small amount of theft from other 
games. It does just enough to stay 
contemporary without betraying 
its loyal following. The agenda might 
be set by others, but it manages to  
call the shots with high production 
values and a slick multiplayer. 

The same can’t be said for single 
player, sadly. Each mission takes 
you on a linear journey filled with 
scripted moments. Skyscrapers 
tumble, vehicles explode, aircraft 
crash. All over the place.

As for the combat, the clearest 
change is the addition of sci-fi 

superpowers. Abilities are divided 
into Martial, Control and Chaos. 
The powers include a KO ground 
slam and stealth shielding that 
makes you invisible. 

What’s surprising is how little 
these powers affect the game. 
It never presents any scenarios 
where clever use of special abilities 
is required. In multiplayer, however, 
each weapon is delicately tuned to 
a specific combat style. 

Players can now select from a 
variety of different classes, known 
as specialists, each of which comes 
equipped with two special abilities. 
The Outrider can choose between 
exploding arrows or a vision pulse 
that highlights nearby opponents; 
the Battery can make use of a 
shield that blocks incoming fire or 
a crowd-blitzing incendiary grenade 
launcher. With a total of nine 
classes and 18 abilities, there’s 
a specialist to suit everyone. It’s 
an added dynamic that the series 
has been crying out for. 

The FPS may be a dying breed, 
but Call Of Duty remains king of its 
domain. If it’s a toss-up between 
this and Halo 5, this is your game.

STUFF SAYS Sci-fi-laden multiplayer gives CoD a welcome upgrade ★★★★✩

Single-player 
campaign mode 

has so many 
explosions that 

they actually 
become routine.

CoDBLOPS 3 
boasts an 
arsenal of 
new sci-fi 

weaponry  and 
special powers.

Call Of Duty 
Black Ops 3
The year is 2065, but is this truly the future of the 
FPS… or is the game finally up for dear old CoD? 
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e’re all excited about 
Uncharted 4, aren’t we? 
But it’s not out until March, 

leaving plenty of evenings to take 
our time replaying the rest of 
the series in this ‘remastered’ 
boxset. This isn’t just a re-release; 
resolution has been pumped up to 
1080p, textures have been refined, 
draw distances beefed up and 
extra effects added. 

Drake’s Fortune looks and feels 
way better than it did on PS3 back 
in 2007, especially in the characters 
and scenery. The jungle is more 
defined, with lush foliage, while 
Drake and his cohorts look much 
closer to how they ended up in 
Uncharted 3. Controls have been 
tightened and everything is more 
responsive, making combat that 
bit more engaging.

Uncharted 2: Among Thieves is 
the real masterpiece of the series. 
Some battles go on a bit too long 
and the supernatural enemy in the 
third act seems too familiar if you’ve 
only just played through Drake’s 
Fortune, but this is a game that still 
stands out against the very best 
of the PS3 generation.

Finally we have Uncharted 3: 
Drake’s Deception, and guess 
what? It’s also a belter. The opening 
scenes take place in and around 
a dodgy London pub, which makes 
a pleasant change after playing 
through two games’ worth of 
jungles and temples, and the 
fist fight right at the start is a 
masterful example of playable, 
flexible choreography. 

The set pieces here are more 
spectacular than in any of the 
previous games, but they’re also 
a little more linear. There are a few 
gunfights that are more open and 
flexible, and stealth works more 
effectively than in Uncharted 2.

So, while it’s remastered, there 
are areas in which the Uncharted 
games show their age, and that’s 
particularly true of Drake’s Fortune; 
but in a way that’s part of the 
charm. The action gets better with 
each sequel, but it’s the writing and 
design that shine brightest. 

This may well be the best, most 
consistent gaming franchise there 
has ever been. Here’s hoping 
A Thief’s End isn’t also the end 
of the series. 

STUFF SAYS A reminder of Uncharted’s brilliance, and a perfect advert for No.4 ★★★★★

It’s not just 
visuals; the 

PS4 controls 
are tighter 
and more 

responsive.

Sully’s seaplane 
and the rest of 

the scenery 
all looks 

spectacular 
from the start.

Uncharted: 
The Nathan 

Drake Collection
Ahead of the release of Uncharted 4: A Thief’s End, the 

previous three episodes have been polished up for PS4

PS4 / unchartedthegame.com

W



85

LUXURY GIFT GUIDE

Oh you’re rich, are you? Well, good for you. In that case we’ll tell 
you all the things we want this year. You know, just in case

The Presents 
of Greatness 

1 DxO One
If you’re splashing 
out on someone 
who loves their 
iPhone 6s, you 
could have it 
decorated with 
crystals or slices 
of fossilised 
mastodon brain, 
but let’s assume 
they have taste. 
Instead, upgrade 
their Instagram 
with this clip-on 
smart camera 
and its 1in/2.5cm 
sensor and 
bright f1.8 lens 
to their phone.
R9 550 / dxo.com

2 Leica Q
In our Awards 
(p46) you’ll see 
our Camera of 
the Year costs 
R10 000. That’s 
the camera you 
should buy. But 
this is the camera 
you want: a 
beautifully made 
Leica with a full-
frame sensor 
and a superb 
lens. It’s fairly 
simple, but 
sweet mother of 
Cartier-Croissant, 
is it nice. 
R61 500 / leica-
camera.com

1

2
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1 Blottworks 
Clamshell 
Table Lamp 
If you buy 
someone one of 
these industrial 
masterpieces 
and they’ve 
already got one, 
we’ll eat a bag of 
hats. Only 100 
have been made, 
and you can 
tweak the light 
shining through 
the coloured 
pebbles in its 
lower half by 
hand-cranking 
the reflective 
upper clamshell.    
R35 000 / 
blottworks.com

2 Lumio 
Book Lamp 
In its closed 
form, the Lumio 
disguises itself 
as a hardback 
book. But 
imagine the 
recipient’s 
gratitude when 
they realise 
you’ve actually 
given them a 
rechargeable 
lamp that’s 
as close to 
an Optimus 
Prime figure 
as a grown-up 
can hope for. 
R4 150 / 
hellolumio.com

1

2
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3 Dyson 
CSYS 
If you’re buying 
a present for 
someone 
who’s always 
poring over 
architectural 
drawings 
(or just likes 
collecting iconic 
lamps), they’ll 
appreciate this 
crane-inspired 
task light. The 
heat pipe in its 
arm means its 
LEDs will last 
37 years, until 
Christmas 2052.
R8 500 / 
dyson.com

4 David Irwin 
M Lamp
It might be 
inspired by 
miners’ lamps, 
but this portable 
light is more 
power-cut 
buddy than 
murky coalpit 
illuminator. 
The M Lamp 
lasts eight hours 
per charge and 
will bathe their 
shed, picnic or 
reading session 
in a soft, warm 
white glow. 
R4 300 / 
juniper-design.
com

3

4
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1 Hamilton 
BelowZero 
1000m Auto
It’s the watch 
Mark Watney 
(Matt Damon) 
wears on the 
red planet in The 
Martian, but you 
don’t have to 
be marooned 
300 million 
kilometres from 
home, growing 
potatoes in your 
own faeces, 
to appreciate 
this tough but 
sophisticated 
diving watch. 
R25 500 / 
hamiltonwatch.
com

2 Jaquet Droz 
Grande 
Seconde 
Ceramic
Do you know 
someone who 
secretly controls 
the world financial 
system? Tricky 
to buy presents 
for, aren’t they? 
Try this stealthy 
black ceramic 
timepiece from 
three-century-
old watchmaker 
Jaquet Droz. 
Subdued but 
powerful, it goes 
great with a 
sharp suit and 
a deranged laugh.
R233 500 / 
jaquet-droz.com

3 Farer Carter
A classic, almost 
vintage style 
face is livened 
up with some 
brightly coloured 
hands to create 
a nice design 
that’s striking 
without being 
too showy. With 
sapphire crystal 
glass and a 
Swiss quartz 
movement, 
it’s good without 
being over the 
top. A great all-
purpose watch.
R9 000 / 
farer.com

4 Blancpain 
L-Evolution 
Carrousel 
Saphir 
If you’re feeling 
particularly 
generous and 
your butler’s too 
tired to giftwrap 
a Lamborghini, 
why not buy this 
exquisite piece 
of sapphire, 
tantalum, white 
gold and alligator 
skin? It’s hand-
wound but 
Carruthers 
can do that for 
you, as long as 
he wears his 
good gloves.
R3.82 million / 
blancpain.com

1

2

4

3



Active noise If this high-end This exceptional If you’ve bought 
cancellation wireless speaker portaspeaker someone an 
means the were actually the isn’t just for expensive pair 
stewardess will solid chunk of playing AC/DC of headphones 
have to gesture gold it appears in the arboretum and they plug 
to offer your to be, it would (you do have an them into their 
lucky giftee weigh over arboretum, don’t laptop and start 
another glass of 19kg and cost you?). It’s more listening to 
Montrachet, but over R10 million. of a multiroom YouTube, it’s a bit 
they’ll manage. And that would thing: you can of a waste. This 
These seriously be a nice present wirelessly link high-end DAC 
comfortable too, but let’s up to 16 of them plugs into a USB 
wireless cans stick with luxury and stream port and gives 
will wrap their wireless audio music to them any high-res 
ears in lambskin- for now – from using AirPlay, music a polish on 
coated memory this, the best DLNA, aptX its way to their 
foam and touch- Bluetooth Bluetooth and golden ears.  
controlled music. speaker we’ve Spotify Connect. R8 000 / 

used so far. 
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1 Tovi Sorga
Minimal Moth 
Using leather 
from one of the 
last working 
tanneries in 
Britain, this 
wallet is 
hand-stitched 
and printed in 
Bristol, and it 
has a really nice 
picture of a moth 
on it. Recipient 
frightened of 
moths? Try 
telling them 
to man up – it’s 
only a moth, for 
crying out loud. 
R1 280 / 
tovisorga.com

2 Head Porter 
End
You could buy a 
wallet made from 
yak’s eyelids dyed 
the gentle grey 
of pigeons’ tears, 
but then there’s 
the depressed 
pigeons, not 
to mention the 
startled-looking 
yak. This trendy 
Japanese trifold 
wallet is made 
of nylon, so any 
animals that went 
into it have been 
safely dead for 
millions of years. 
R1 060 / 
thread.com

3 Comme 
des Garcons 
Zip-around
In case you 
needed any 
more persuading 
that this wallet 
is the pinnacle of 
good taste, our 
Art Director has 
one. And if the 
person in charge 
of making sure 
Stuff looks as 
stunning as 
it does thinks 
this is the nicest 
wallet you can 
buy, then that’s 
about all you 
need to know.
R2 250 / 
mrporter.com

4 Aspinal 
of London 
Leather 
Billfold Wallet
With vegetable-
tanned Italian 
leather outside 
and rainbow  
snakeskin inside, 
this secretly 
eccentric wallet 
is a fine home 
for your giftee’s  
stained fifties 
and that video 
rental card 
they’ve been 
keeping ‘in 
case this whole 
streaming thing 
doesn’t take off’. 
R2 860 / 
aspinaloflondon.
com

1

2

3

4
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SUPER GEEK:
ACTION 
FIGURES
Because you’re 
never too old, 
even if you are

p 94
INSTANT 
UPGRADES:
SNOW SPORTS
Have the right 
stuff for the 
white stuff 

MAKE. DO. UPGRADE.
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DELUXE ACTION FIGURE: 
RICK GRIMES

HASBRO TRANSFORMERS 
20TH ANNIVERSARY 
OPTIMUS PRIME

SUPER

GEEK

If the ’70s and ’80s were 
the golden years for action 
figures, today is the platinum 

age. There are now toys for 
almost every film, video game 
and TV show, aimed at all ages. 
And when you get to the big 
leagues (in particular, Hot Toys) 
the detail is astounding – metals 
and plastics, lights and sounds, 
and beautiful, lifelike sculpts. Hot 
Toys even recently previewed a 
1/6th-scale figure of comic book 
legend Stan Lee to watch over the 
rest of your collection. 

My addiction started when 
I was a poorly child in hospital 

having my tonsils out. My parents 
got me a Transformer (Sideswipe, 
a red Autobot Lamborghini 
Countach LP500S) to keep me 
busy. The robot transformation 
was simple enough for 
seven-year-old me to change 
him from robot to car and back 
again. From there I moved on to 
He-Man figures with spring- 
action bodies and A-Team figures, 
while lusting after the M.A.S.K. 
Boulder Hill play set. 

Action figure collectors tend to 
be one of three types: investors, 
casual collectors or nostalgia 
lovers. A few years ago I tried 

collecting for investment and 
found out how hard it is – you 
have to be single-minded, 
prepared to pay a premium for 
rare figures and happy to travel 
great distances to attend toy 
fairs ‘just in case’. I’m now more 
of a ‘casual nostalgia’ hybrid – if 
I’m at a flea market or on eBay 
and see something cool, I’ll give it 
a punt, but I won’t pay over the 
odds. A rare Palitoy Boba Fett 
recently sold for R391 000 at 
auction, a record for a Star Wars 
figure. That’s ridiculous.

There’s an emerging market 
for custom-built and modified 

figures. ‘Kit-bashing’ has always 
been popular in model-making 
circles, and now it’s joined the 
action figure scene. You’ll pay 
more for a customised figure, 
but pick the right artist and it’ll 
be worth the investment. 

My best advice for beginners 
is to start small – find a subject 
you enjoy and run with that. If 
you love a figure, buy two: one 
for storage and one to open. 
That way your collection stays 
clean, but you get to decorate 
the area next to your TV with 
posed battles between Aliens, 
Predators and superheroes.

This 10in McFarlane Toys figure is one of the 
latest from TV zombie-fest The Walking Dead. 
It’s a simple figure, with only a few points of 
articulation at the wrist and elbows, but comes 
with a pistol, shotgun and knife. It’s also based 
on a 3D scan of Andrew Lincoln (who plays 
Rick Grimes in the show) and the paintwork 
makes for a very lifelike replica. The advantage 
over multi-articulated figures is that it won’t 
ever sag, making it a great display piece. 
Figures from The Walking Dead should have 
long-term collectable appeal, aided by the 
recent spin-off Fear Of The Walking Dead. 
R655 / forbiddenplanet.com

If you were a Transformers fan in the ’80s, you 
probably had an annoying friend who was 
bought an amazing Optimus Prime figure. This 
version harks back to that G1 original, but adds 
scale and complexity. The transformation is 
fiddly (keep the instructions handy) and, unlike 
the original, it doesn’t come with a trailer. But 
the European version is a perennial eBay find, 
with mint examples going for several thousand 
rand already. The rarer Japanese version has 
über-cool sharp-sprung smokestack 
extensions, which add to its collectability.
from R3 260 / ebay.com

MIMB
Stands for ‘mint in mint 
box’. A factory-fresh 
(usually vintage) figure 
that’s still in its original 
box, in perfect condition, 
with no dog-ears, 
tears or sun-bleaching. 
See also MOMC, or mint 
on mint card. 

BNIB
‘Brand new in box’. 
The same quality 
standard as MIMB, 
but used in relation 
to more modern toys.

LOOSE
The figure has been 
removed from the 
box or card. Do some 
research, and check if 
any original accessories 
are included. Expect the 
joints to be floppy, and 
paint to be chewed off.

POINTS OF 
ARTICULATION 
These are the joints 
of a figure. If you’re 
interested in realistic 
posing, the more the 
merrier. Be aware that 
over time joints will 
loosen and the figure 
won’t be able to stand 
on its own as easily as 
when it was new.

TV STAR 
MADE 

IMMORTAL

BIG 
IN 

JAPAN

Toys have moved on since that plastic He-Man you got for 
your eighth birthday. Collector Peter Brown reveals why 
it’s time to rediscover your love for miniature heroes…

JARGON 
BUSTER
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ROBOCOP WITH 
MECHANICAL CHAIR

THE WEBSITE
ACTION FIGURE 
INSIDER
Created by two 
collectors who have 
been nerding out about 
action figures since the 
’70s, this site combines 
daily news and an active 
forum with boards on 
everything from toy 
conventions to insider 
rumours. Its ‘Toy 
Library’ is also home to 
reviews of pretty much 
every action figure 
from the last decade.
actionfigureinsider.com

THE BOOK
STAR WARS: THE 
ULTIMATE ACTION 
FIGURE COLLECTION 
(STEPHEN SANSWEET) 
More nostalgic guided 
tour than encyclopaedic 
reference, this 350-
pager examines the 
2500 Star Wars figures 
released over the past 
35 years. The author 
is the owner of the 
world’s largest Star 
Wars collection, housed 
at a storehouse called 
Rancho Obi-Wan. 
R440 / amazon.com

THE YOUTUBE CHANNEL
ANTHONYSCUSTOMS
When sizing up a figure, 
it always helps to 
get the thoughts of 
someone who makes 
them for a living. Every 
Monday this channel, 
created by a builder 
of high-end customs, 
posts a new unboxing, 
review or tour of a DIY 
custom or sculpting job. 
If you want to see where 
the hobby’s rabbit hole 
leads, subscribe to this 
YouTube channel. 

You’d buy that for a dollar? Sadly, Sideshow 
Collectibles is charging a lot more. This 
1/6th-size set recreates Detroit’s deliverer, 
and his mechanical chair, in incredible detail. 
There are regular and battle-damaged 
helmets, four mouth variants, a plastic and 
diecast metal gun, and so many hands that 
we lost count. The articulation is beautiful, so 
you can pose RoboCop standing next to, or 
sitting in, the chair to recreate your favourite 
scenes. If kept in good condition (or if you 
have the willpower to never open it), it may 
increase massively in value over the years. 
R6 525 / forbiddenplanet.com

BOX 
FRESH
KEEPER

LEVEL UP
WITH…
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Escape from the heat by taking to the places 
with snow. Whether you’re piste or off -piste 
or piste-off , here’s the gear you need. 
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3 MARMOT ISOTHERM 
HOODY

� e problem with most ‘puff y’ 
mid-layers is that they aren’t 
breathable – so you can easily 
overheat and sweat. Not so 
with Marmot’s industry award-
winner. It’s made with Polartec 
Alpha fabric, which has a unique 
knit structure that allows heat 
and moisture to move through 
the insulation, and is lined with 
a hyper-breathable mesh. 
� e jacket is lightweight, has 
reinforced soft shell shoulders 
and an attached hood, and packs 
down small so you can stow it 
away when the mercury rises.
R3 920 / marmot.com

1 SALOMON X-MAX 
PHOTOCHROMIC 
GOGGLE

� e buzz phrase in the world of 
goggles this winter is ‘fi eld of 
view’, and here you’re getting 
a mighty wide one via a 
low-profi le frame and Salomon’s 
biggest ever lens. � e tech is 
impressive: the photochromic 
lens responds to changing light, 
and the Twin Lock system allows 
fast lens changes without the 
need to actually touch them. 
On the inside, there’s a fl exible 
inner frame for a snug fi t and 
quick-drying, triple-layer foam.
R4 700 / salomon.com

6 SWEET PROTECTION 
GRIMNIR HELMET 

Sweet Protection’s most 
advanced freeride helmet 
is made with light yet tough 
carbon fi bre, while the shell 
and liner are separated by 
a low-friction layer that 
lets the helmet slide relative 
to the head during impact, 
dramatically reducing the 
rotational forces to the brain. 
� e tech doesn’t end there: 
among the shell’s 26 vents 
are threaded fasteners for 
attaching action cams – it’s 
certifi ed for use with GoPros 
and Contours. 
R7 200 / sweetprotection.com

4 PEAK PERFORMANCE 
HELI VERTICAL SUIT

When you’re slashing deep 
pow, there’s nothing like a one-
piece to keep the snow from 
sneaking in. � e Heli Vertical all-
in-one is inspired by military 
drysuits, with its ‘don’t mess 
with me’ camo green and 
minimalist styling. It’s 
waterproof, made with Gore-
Tex’s breathable three-layer 
C-knit fabric, and features snow 
gaiters, a helmet-compatible 
hood with BOA system and 
double leg ventilation – ideal for 
letting off  steam mid-run. 
R20 125 / 
peakperformance.com

2 BACKCOUNTRY
ACCESS BC LINK RADIO

If you’re tired of huge phone bills 
and patchy reception during 
your ski trips, consider investing 
in a set of these. Aimed at those 
who spend their time in the 
backcountry, the two-way BC 
Link consists of a radio/battery 
unit and a lightweight mic that 
clips to the outside. Glove-
friendly controls make it easy to 
use without freezing your ’tips 
off , you get a eight-kilo 
line-of-sight range and 140hr 
battery life, and it’s compatible 
with all FRS/GMRS radios.
R2 500 / 
backcountryaccess.com

5 BLACK DIAMOND 
HALO 28 JETFORCE 
AIRBAG

� e Jetforce is the fi rst avalanche 
airbag to be powered by a fan 
rather than a compressed air 
canister. � e battery-powered 
jet-fan infl ates a 200L airbag in 
3.5 seconds, followed by top-up 
bursts, and then defl ates after 
three minutes to create an air 
pocket in the case of burial. It’s 
good for four deployments per 
charge and is air-travel-friendly 
too. A dedicated pocket for 
avalanche tools tops it all off .
R20 000 / 
blackdiamondequipment.com

ZUMOBI SKI AND 
SNOW REPORT
Keep on top of the 
forecast with this app, 
which clearly presents 
information on snow 
depth, a five-day 
forecast, lift openings 
and live webcams. 
Free / iOS, Android

ITRAILMAP 3D
Forget soggy paper 
maps; this app gives you 
a high-res 3D piste map 
covering 750 resorts 
worldwide. It’ll show 
your GPS location and 
record skiing stats too. 
R90 / iOS 

PEAKFINDER EARTH
Arguing with your mate 
about which mountain 
that is up there? Load 
this app on your phone, 
hold it up to the horizon 
and it will provide its 
name and stats. 
R50 / iOS, Android 

BEST SKI 
SMARTPHONE 
APPS

TRACE SNOW
This snowy statfest logs 
the lot – from altitude, 
speed and distance 
to calories burned and 
airtime. It also shows 
your progress over time 
and replays runs in 3D.
Free / iOS, Android 
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TUNE IN NEXT MONTH TO...
● Leaf through the fi nest indie magazines ● Survive the hell 
of long haul ● Fill your lugholes with awe-inspiring audiobooks 

2 GET BETTER 
TAKEAWAYS

Getting food delivered directly 
to your rumbling stomach has 
never been easier, but quality 
can still be hit and miss. Boost 
your chances of a tasty takeaway 
with these tricks:

Plan Ahead. You don’t need to 
use Zomato (Free, Android, iOS, 
WP) for a night on the town. 
Preview the menu without 
having to leave your couch – 
especially handy for those places 
that don’t have a full website.

Check Out The Scenery. You 
want to know the place is clean 
and tidy but that means  installing 
webcams everywhere. Wining 
and Dining (wininganddining.co.
za) will show you around, in some 
cases hosting a virtual tour of 
your chosen eatery. 

Order In. Coverage is limited but 
it’s still enough to work as an 
alternative to Mr. Delivery. OrderIn 
(orderin.co.za) will let you make 
selections from your browser and 
then order, either for delivery or 
collection. Or, you know, call Mr. D. 

1 UNLOCK YOUR
CANON DSLR’S
POTENTIAL

If you want to open your Canon 
camera’s eyes to a whole new 
world of software features (and 
don’t mind potentially invalidating 
its warranty), give this free 
firmware add-on a spin:

Install the software. Go to 
magiclantern.fm and find your 
Canon model. Now download 
the files and copy them onto a 
blank memory card you’ve just 
formatted in your camera.

Find the lantern. Put the card into 
your camera and run the firmware 
update to install Magic Lantern. 
Restart it, then press the delete 
button to access the ML menus 
with dozens of new options. 

Get tweaking. Our favourite 
features include Magic Zoom, 
which provides a magnified 
preview of your video subject 
to help you keep it in focus, and 
the intervalometer for setting 
up timelapses without the need 
for extra hardware. 

3 GET A ROBOT 
SECRETARY

Tired of endless back-and-forth 
chats about times for meetings? 
One of these automated 
calendar-comparing geniuses 
will organise it all for you:

For Slack, go to meekan.com and 
follow the instructions in the Slack 
Robot tab. Once set up, you can 
ask the Meekan robot to compare 
your team’s calendars and 
suggest times that suit everyone. 
As long as everyone’s calendar 
is up to date, of course.

For Google Calendar, Clara (from 
R720/month, claralabs.com) 
is a more advanced automated 
assistant who can be CC’d into 
emails to help organise your work 
and social life. She currently only 
works in Google Calendar, but 
Outlook is in the works.

For everything, Genee (Free, 
web.genee.me) avoids platform 
compatibility issues by sending 
your invitees an email and asking 
them to pick a time that suits. 
You can speak to Genee via email, 
text, Twitter or its iOS app. 

PROJECTS | 01/02.16
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Q  YOU’RE NOT 
AT ALL WRONG

During the course of 2015, the 
new Sony DSC HX90V replaced 
the HX60. However, 
the new model has not made it 
into any of your reviews nor into 
your Stuff Top Ten Compact 
Cameras list. While I am aware 

that Sony has terminated 
business in South Africa and that 
accordingly, the camera is not 
available here, I do believe that it 
is worthy of a review. It is a great 
camera and I believe possibly one 
of the smallest 30X zoom 
compact cameras available at the 
time it was launched. Unlike its 

predecessor, it also now has 
an electronic view finder (EVF). 
I purchased the camera for a 
friend while traveling in Asia 
and given my friend’s gloating, 
I would venture to say that it is 
time for a new Number 1 on 
your Top 10 list.
Anil

A  You’re perfectly right but we 
like to keep cameras that are 

available locally at the top of the 
Top 10. The HX90V is definitely 
scintillating but we can’t 
recommend something people 
can’t find. But… we’re publishing 
your letter so that all may know of 
its amazing prowess. 

ALWAYS ON CALL

runs its own OS, not Android 
Wear, so will apps be a problem? 
The rotating bezel is very 
appealing, so I’m willing to give it 
a shot as long as it gets the 
basics done. 
Prithviraj

A  We won’t detain you too 
long here, because there’s 

a shootout between those two 
very products on page 66. But, 
in summary, the Moto 360 is 
indeed quite the looker, and 
if that’s your most important 
buying criterion then we’d stick 
with that. We like the physical 

controls of the Gear S2’s bezel, 
but its Tizen OS is still massively 
lacking in apps. 

facebook.com/stuffsa � @StuffSA 
stuff@stuff.co.za

MAIL OF THE MONTH

Congratulations to our Click7 winners: Neil Lees, Bradley Ferreira, Rishal Juguth, Skhosiphi 
Wellington Mchunu, Lyle Page, Riaan van Loggerenberg, Kim Randell, Joshua Gibbon

Speak your brains to Stuff and you could win!   This letter wins a Thule Legend GoPro™ Sling Pack to the value of R1 499

Next month’s best letter wins 
a � ule Gauntlet 3.0 Attache 
to the value of R1 299.
Be prepared for your workday adventures with this 
rugged Attache which boasts in-case usability and 
enhanced corner protection so that you can take 
your laptop with you. Wherever you go.

Q  TARGETED 
ADVERTISING

I have just seen a device 
advertised on my Facebook 
page called the LIMA. It appears 
it is a device for synchronising all 
your data across all your devices. 
It is advertised at $99 (R1 425) 
from the USA. I wondered 
whether you had heard of it or 
had any experience with it.
Richard

A  There are a number of 
these “personal cloud” 

devices. Essentially it turns a 
hard drive into cloud storage. We 

haven’t tried it, but it appears on 
the level. And looks like a good 
product.  Personally, we’re a fan 
of Dropbox. It’s $100/year 
(R1 440) for 1TB of storage, and 
they handle all the syncing, 
storage, security, all that jazz.

Q  I’M BE-WATCHED
Stuff, I’m in the market for a 

smartwatch. I’ve got a Galaxy 
S6, which rules out the Apple 
Watch, and that’s fine by me. I 
was going to grab the new Moto 
360 as it’s the best-looking one, 
but then I spotted the Samsung 
Gear S2. I understand that it 



SOUND IN MOTION!
1 SPORT WAIST & ARMBANDS  

WAIST BAND12995/ARMBAND14995

Perfect for the gym or out running. These 
bands are lightweight and comfortable. Best of 
all, its flexibility allows you to quickly slide your 
smartphone in and out while on the move.

2 SPORTS’ HOOK

12995

Flexible ear hooks for enhanced fit with soft 
silicone caps to sit comfortably in your ears. 

3 MP3 PLAYER WITH CLIP

39995

Carry all your music with you! This ultra-small, 
wearable music player offers 8GB storage and 
clips on easily for movement and flexibility. 

4
BODY GLOVE B ACTIVE 
BLUETOOTH HEADSET

44995

Portable & lightweight with super sound 
performance. Sweat proof. Offers up to 
5 hours’ of music/talk time.

5 BODY GLOVE AUDIO B SPORT 
IN-EARS

59995

Voice prompt with locked-in fit. Sweat proof. 
Offers up to 4 hours’ of music/talk time.

6
JBL REFLECT BT BLUE SPORT
IN-EARS

1 69995

Built-in Bluetooth gives you freedom from wires. 
Up to 5 hours of your favourite soundtracks. 
Sweat proof.  A retractable tether to customise 
cord length.

7 BEATS POWERBEATS 2 WIRELESS
IN-EARS

3 19995

Pair & Play with your Bluetooth device. 
Up to 6 hours of premium sound and 
lightweight design with flexible ear hooks. 
Sweat and water resistant.

1 2

3

4
5

6

7

AVAILABLE IN

AVAILABLE IN

AVAILABLE IN

AVAILABLE IN

AVAILABLE IN

AVAILABLE IN

AVAILABLE AT SELECTED STORES.  
NEED HELP? CONTACT OUR FRIENDLY CALL CENTRE ON 0860 254 257. MONDAYS TO FRIDAYS 08:00 - 17:30,  
SATURDAYS 08:00 - 13:00. STOCK AVAILABILITY SUBJECT TO CHANGE. ALL PRICES INCLUSIVE OF TAX AND 
CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS.  ERRORS AND OMISSIONS EXCLUDED.  OFFERS VALID WHILE STOCKS LAST.  
NO CLUBCARD POINTS EARNED ON GIFT CARD PURCHASES.

RCS Card accepted at Musica stores
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Globally recognised as the Most Innovative Mobile 
Virtual Operator by Telecoms.com for 2015.*

Now millions of FNB customers have access to our new cellular 
offering that lets them control their cellular lives as easily as they 
manage their banking. Every cent. Every second. In the same place. 

At the same time. All from their Online Banking profiles.

Introducing 
Connect from FNB



My SIM

SIM Management

Nickname

View PUK

SIM Status

Order Replacement SIM

Blocked By Customer

Subscription Type

SIM Swap

Contract

CONNECT 200

Unblock

View

Order

Swap

Click to manage your SIMs like you 
manage your bank accounts

View your PUK number, block or unblock a SIM, 
order replacement SIMs or do a SIM swap.

Click to create your own Flexi 
package and adjust it monthly

DATA
500

VOICE
150

SMS
100

0                                50SMS                                100SMS                                150SMS                                250SMS                                 400SMS                                800SMS

0                                50MB                                  100MB                                    250MB                                   500MB                                    1GB                                          2GB

0                            50MIN                              100MIN                                2OOMIN                               600MIN                                800MIN                                        1000MIN

Connect Flexi Month to Month
You decide how much you want

Adjust your voice, data and SMS bundles from month to month, 
as your needs change. 

FNB Connect

Date & Time                                Category                                Desription                             Usage                          Cost 

08 Oct 2015
05:34:08

08 Oct 2015
05:29:01

08 Oct 2015
05:21:05

DATA

DATA

INTERNATIONAL
VOICE

FNB.INTERNET

FNB.INTERNET

91799005524

0.08 MB

0.35 MB

00:00:24

0.00

0.00

-0.35

Settings
Transaction
History

Connect 200 -2761***1304

Click to avoid bill shock, forever

View your balances and real time transaction history, at any time, 
at no extra cost, just like you do your bank statements.

Click to order your SIM online

Order your SIMs like you order your bank cards.

Phone, Tablet or 
Electronics

Cellular

Package Offers

  Phone, Tablet or
    Electronics +
Cellular

  Phone, Tablet or
        Electronics

Cellular

All Devices
Tablets
Phones
Laptops
TVs
Consoles

Get me! Get me! Get me!

Apply for Popular Packages Bank Accounts Investments Loans Insurance Foreign Banking Smart Device and SIM

Data
Flexi
Prepaid
Top Up

Bundles

Click to decide: device or no device

Choose any device on any package, and keep track of your 
device repayments like you do with your bank loans.

     Instalment p.m.

   Apple iPhone 6 Plus 16GB

Instalment p.m.

Create your own

Bundle 100SMS  ZAR35.00

Bundle 50MB  ZAR15.00

Bundle 100MIN  ZAR70.00

ZAR 499.00 ZAR 120.00

Change Remove

My SIM Cards
Contract

Name                            Airtime                      Voice                      SMS                      Data 

Celeste’s Phone
2761***4423

Add a SIM Card - you can port here

- 50 MIN 50 SMS 50.00 MB Top Up

Liam’s iPhone
2761***1304

- 157 MIN 159 SMS 158.57 MB Top Up

Mika’s Phone
2761***3249

- 149 MIN 100 SMS 98.18 MB Top Up

My
Accounts

My SIM
Cards

See and manage all your SIMs from one central place, 
just like you do with your bank accounts. 

Click to see your SIMs - all of them
My 
Cards

Terms, conditions and rules apply.  First National Bank - a division of FirstRand Bank Limited. An Authorised Financial Services and Credit Provider (NCRCP20).

*First National Bank was awarded Most Innovative MVNO in the 2015 Telecoms.com Awards. Telecoms.com is part of the Informa Telecoms 
and Media division which is one of the world’s leading business intelligence, academic publishing and knowledge and events businesses. 

Visit any FNB
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BUY

Sony Xperia M4 Aqua
A mid-range smartphone that posts results that make flagship devices look nervously 
at their bottom line, the M4 Aqua’s Xperia pedigree also makes certain that you can 
dunk, drown and otherwise swim with Sony’s octa-core bargain handset. Wow. 

from
R4 000
★★★★✩

Apple iPhone 6
With its slim, deeply attractive build and software overhaul, the iPhone 6 is the 
freshest-feeling iPhone in years. Its larger screen is big enough to be a useful 
improvement, with gorgeous colours, and this is Apple’s best ever battery. 

from 
R9 900 
★★★★★

LG G3
LG surprises us again. There’s barely a single thing wrong with the G3… and so, so 
much that’s right. Upgrades range from sleeker back buttons to the bigger, better 
2K screen and laser-assisted camera. And it still lasts 15 hours. How do they do it? 

R9 000 
★★★★★

from
R7 400
★★★★★

Huawei P8
Huawei’s newest flagship has some serious skills when it comes to its camera. It likes to 
play games with light but it’s sadly lacking the bit of extra polish we’d expect before it 
can be moved higher up on the list of awesome. Get ‘em next time. 

Xiaomi Mi 4
Newcomer Xiaomi is toting some impressive tech. As a value proposition they’re top of 
the class but will they convince the SA consumer that they have what it takes to 
dethrone Samsung, LG and Apple? The Mi4 goes a long way to proving they can. 

R3 800
★★★★★

Apple iPhone 6s
“Everything’s changed” is pushing it, but within the 6s’s familiar body lies a surprising 
amount of innovation. You’ll really notice the A9 processor’s added speed, the 12MP 
camera’s scope and quality, and of course, the time-saving delight that is 3D Touch. 

Samsung Galaxy S6 Edge
When it launched earlier this year the Galaxy S6 Edge was one of the best smartphones 
we’d ever used, not least because Samsung stopped making all the bits plastic. It still is 
one of the best phones we’ve encountered, with the added benefit of a price drop. 

Samsung Galaxy S6
This is a new era for Samsung, with a smart upgrade that fixes not just things 
that were amiss in the Galaxy S5, but things that have plagued them for years. 
No plastic here: its front and back are super-tough Gorilla Glass 4, its sides 
aluminium. In terms of ergonomics and speaker quality, HTC still wins, but only 
just. And in the more important areas of camera performance, screen tech and 
raw power, the Galaxy S6 tramples its rival. We just wish it had a microSD slot.

STUFF SAYS
Samsung has proven its 
critics wrong – the Galaxy 
S6 is the new benchmark 
for flagship phones
from R8 700 ★★★★★

LG G4
The leather-clad LG G4 is a treat for those who want something that looks and feels 
a bit different. Its camera is incredibly powerful, giving you almost as much control as 
a DSLR, and the large screen is brilliant… but the battery life holds it back from the top.

from
R7 900
★★★★★

R11 800
★★★★★

from
R11 300
★★★★★

Sony Xperia Z5
Do a higher-megapixel camera and neat fingerprint scanner revitalise this Sony? Nearly 
but not quite. This is a very good and attractive phone, but we expect a hefty price tag 
which could make it a tough sell over the flagships from the Android kings. 

R10 500
★★★★✩

BEST FOR
POWERING ALL 
THE THINGS
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Samsung Galaxy S6 Edge+
The Edge+ is a larger version of the curvy S6 Edge that wowed us earlier this year; its 
extra chunk of screen and camera are terrific, while it’s also technologically superior to 
almost everything out there. For a money-no-object phone, it’s an absolute blessing.

from 
R13 000 
★★★★★

BEST FOR
CUTTING-EDGE 
GADGETEERS

PLUG INTO STUFF’S 
SOCIAL NETWORK
 twitter.com/stuffsa

PLUG INTO STUFF’S 
SOCIAL NETWORK
 twitter.com/stuffsa
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BUY

Apple iPhone 6s Plus
The iPhone 6s Plus provides an expansive, immersive experience thanks to its giant 
screen. But many will find it too cumbersome, which defeats the purpose of those 
brilliant OIS and Live Photos camera features, and the 6s is clearly the faster phone.

from 
R13 600 
★★★★★

Google Nexus 6
A 5.9in/15cm QHD display, Android Lollipop, a Snapdragon 805, 3GB of system 
memory and 32GB of storage from Google? That’s a phablet to be proud of. The only 
problem with these slick slices of hardware is that they’re hard to find in South Africa. 

R6 750 
★★★★★

R4 700
★★★★✩

Huawei G7
If you’re in search of a budget phablet then Huawei’s G7 has you covered. Mid-range 
specs, including 2GB of RAM and 16GB of storage, and a 5.5in/14cm 720p display will 
give you the phablet experience at a fraction of the cost. 

Xiaomi Note Pro
Xiaomi’s Note Pro is the best device we’ve seen from the Chinese newcomer, with 
5.7in/14.5cm of QHD screen, the flagship-chasing Snapdragon 810, a massive 4GB of 
RAM and 64GB of storage at your fingertips. It can get better but not a whole lot.

Samsung Galaxy Note Edge
We’re probably never going to see the like of the 2.7GHz, 3GB RAM, 32GB storage Galaxy 
Note Edge ever again. Not because it’s a bad phablet with its 5.6in/14.2cm QHD edged 
display but because it’s about to be supplanted by the Galaxy S6 Edge+. 

Nokia Lumia 1520
It’s getting a little long in the tooth but the Lumia 1520 is still a great phablet. 6in/15.2cm 
display, a 20MP PureView camera and enough processing power to still stand proud 
among the newcomers are yours to command. 

Rtba
★★★★★

from
R11 200
★★★★★

R8 000
★★★★★

Samsung Galaxy Note 4
Yes, the Galaxy Note 5 has been announced and we’ve heard good things. But 
we haven’t had a chance to carress its keys yet so the Galaxy Note 4, with its 
excellent 5.7-in/14.5cm Super AMOLED screen, powerful Exynos 5433 or 
Snapdragon 805 chip, 32GB of storage, 16MP camera and up to 128GB of 
microSD-added space is still the phablet champion. 

STUFF SAYS
The phablet to choose when 
you want everything under 
one umbrella, from power to 
smarts to photo chops. 
from R9 000 ★★★★★

from
R7 900
★★★★★

Huawei Mate 7
Huawei’s 6in/15.2cm Mate 7 doesn’t really fit the bill of supreme cutting-edge but it has 
price and surprising performance, considering the 1.2GHz octa-core Snapdragon CPU, 
as well as the 13MP/5MP camera setup in its favour. Plus that massive battery. Nice. 

R8 000
★★★★★

BEST FOR
THE BUDGET-
CONSCIOUS

LG G4
Can a phone be in two places at one? Yes, it can. The LG G4, while LG’s main flagship 
handset for 2015, is also a great phablet in its own right. With LG’s stellar camera tech, 
that oversized 5.5in/14cm screen make this a tiny phablet but it makes the grade. 



104 LAPTOPS

Asus ZenBook UX305FA  
Asus knows what it’s doing. It knows that the Apple MacBook Air laptops are treading 
water and the ZenBook UX305 is pretty much everything the 2015 Air should have 
been, with its fetching aluminium design and as good a display as any laptop.

from
R17 200
★★★★★

Aorus X7 Pro
Dual GTX970M GPUs, a Core i7 4870HQ brainbox, 16GB of RAM as standard and an 
HD 17.3in/44cm display makes the X7 Pro the lightest and most portable desktop 
replacement ever seen. Also: there’s a Skylake update coming for 2016.

MSI GT80 2QE Titan
We didn’t nickname the Titan the Beast for nothing. MSI’s monster fits the bill in every 
sense of the word. Power, specs, size and power draw, as well as noise. But it’ll play 
anything and everything you toss into its gaping maw without blinking.

from
R40 000 
★★★★★

from
R50 000 
★★★★★

Apple MacBook Air 13in (2015)
Apple is scraping by with pretty much the same Air design as before. You get a new 
processor, new connectors and slightly improved battery life, but still no Retina screen. 
However, if a portable road warrior is what you’re after, this is still a great choice.

from 
R17 000
★★★★✩

Apple MacBook (2015)
This is no ‘Air’, nor ‘Pro’: a clear sign that this is what Apple sees as the future of the 
ultraportable laptop. And it’s certainly very desirable: a 12in lean machine with a superb 
screen and haptic touchpad. However, the lack of ports can be frustrating.

from 
R20 000
★★★★★

Lenovo X1 Carbon
This is it, the best Windows machine we’ve had occasion to caress in a long, long time. 
The Quad HD does little to lessen our esteem. So why so low down the list? Gimmicky 
voice and gesture control, for one, and that multi-function strip could use a little work. 

BEST FOR
SOOTHING 
YOUR EYEBALLS

BEST FOR
SHOWING OFF 
IN PUBLIC

BEST FOR
FRAGGING
NOOBS

from 
R29 200
★★★★★
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Lenovo Yoga Pro 3
The third entry in the Yoga Pro line refines the laptop/tablet hybrid design with 
a power-sipping new Intel Core M processor plus slimness and style to make even 
the MacBook Air look worried. And you can stand it up like a tent. If you want.

from
R24 000
★★★★✩

0
Lenovo Yoga Pro 3
The third entry in the Yoga Pro line refines the laptop/tablet hybrid design with 
a power-sipping new Intel Core M processor plus slimness and style to make even 
the MacBook Air look worried. And you can stand it up like a tent. If you want.

Microsoft Surface Pro 3
The fact that it’s one of only two devices to feature in two of our Top Tens is a testament 
to the Surface Pro’s versatility: it’s a strong tablet, but its full-fat operating system and 
powerful innards mean it’s also a worthy adversary to Ultrabooks and MacBooks.

BEST FOR
WORKING 
ANYWHERE

from
R16 150
★★★★★

Apple MacBook Pro 13in (2015)
Apple hasn’t changed too many parts of the MacBook Pro for 2015. There’s 
a fancy new trackpad and the latest generation of Intel CPUs, which deliver 
better stamina as well as a chunk more power. This is an incremental upgrade, 
but given how good the Pro already was, that’s more than enough to keep it 
right at the top of the laptop honours list. If you need power as well as stamina 
and portability, this is one of the best laptops money can buy.

STUFF SAYS
If it ain’t broke… it hasn’t 
radically changed, but the 
Pro’s performance and 
trackpad are top of its class
from R22 000 ★★★★★ 111HOT

111HOT

BUY

9NEW
MSI GT72S 6QD Dominator Pro 
What happens when you update a beastly machine with Intel’s Skylake processors and all 
the RAM you can drink? A chunky, powerful, beast of a Windows 10 gaming machine that 
will grind through all the benchmarks. We’re wondering what the GT80 update look like?

from
R52 000
★★★★★

3UPDATE

4UPDATE

7UPDATE

1UPDATE

2UPDATE
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TOTAL 
PRIZE 
VALUE 

R25 000

TOTAL 
PRIZE 
VALUE 

R25 000

WIN WITH iSTORE
See page 44

Samsung Galaxy Tab S 8.4
Superb screen, unique features… really, there’s very little that’s missing here. For us 
the iPad Mini beats the Samsung by a whisker for its design, performance and wider 
selection of optimised apps, but against other Android tabs it’s a winner. 

R9 200
★★★★★

Google Nexus 9
The design isn’t as pristine, but this is a real Android contender to rival the iPads. You get 
the new Android 5.0 Lollipop software, bags of power and a super-sharp display. With 
12 hours of video play and two front-facing speakers, it’ll be a great film buddy. 

from
R2 000
★★★★✩

R7 400
★★★★✩

Samsung Galaxy Note 10.1 (2014)
The new 10.1 is fit to bursting with clever tricks, comes with the note-tastic S Pen and 
has a stunning 2560x1600 screen. But while we can forgive it its tacky looks, minor 
performance glitches deny it that fifth star; we hope firmware updates will fix them.

Mecer A801
Odd choice for a number 10, wouldn’t you say? But the Mecer A801 has proved 
extremely popular here at home, with a price that can’t be beaten, 3G data capability 
and enough specs to keep Windows 8.1 running along nicely. Also: R2 000!

Apple iPad Air 2
The iPad Air didn’t really need to be thinner, but that doesn’t mean 6.1mm isn’t 
mighty impressive. This combines with reassuring weight and impeccable build 
quality to make this the most desirable tab on the planet. While the display is the 
same Retina resolution as before, clever screen tech brings the pixels closer to the 
surface, and the whole experience is even faster than before thanks to the new 
A8X chip. Basically it’s the best tablet in the world made even better.

STUFF SAYS
Thinner, lighter and mightier: 
Apple’s iron-fi sted reign at 
the top of the tablet charts 
continues unabated
from R8 500 ★★★★★

R6 100 
★★★★★

Rtba 
★★★★✩
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BEST FOR
CREATIVITY 
ON THE MOVE

Microsoft Surface Pro 3
At last, Microsoft has delivered on the promise of the tablet-cum-laptop hybrid. 
It proves there’s space in the world for a design that’s more productive than an 
iPad or Galaxy Note, but easier to hump around than a traditional laptop.

BEST FOR
USING 
ANYWHERE

from
R18 500
★★★★★

Samsung Galaxy Tab S 10.5
Samsung has blessed the Galaxy Tab with one of the best tablet screens we’ve ever 
laid eyes on, plus an impressive camera and some incredible stamina – but there are 
performance niggles and Apple’s tablet app selection is still far superior.

R10 500
★★★★★

BEST FOR
MAGAZINES 
AND MOVIES

from 
R7 000 
★★★★★

1HOT

11HOT

BUY

Asus Transformer Book T100 Chi 
While it may sit in the middle of 10in/25.5cm hybrid range on price, the Transformer 
Book T100 Chi is classier than the average tablet. Improvements to design, screen and 
keyboard quality make it a neat choice if you don’t mind working with a small screen.

Apple iPad Mini 4
This is the mini tab we’ve been waiting for. It’s 1.4mm thinner and 32g lighter, just the 
right size for a great portable entertainment hub, and subtle display tweaks will do 
justice to games and graphic novels alike. Plus it will easily last three days on a charge.

Samsung Galaxy Tab S2 9.7
Slimmer and faster, with a brilliant screen and serious stamina, the Galaxy Tab S2 
sees Samsung back in the running for the Android throne. The Xperia Z4 just pips it 
with its bundled keyboard, but the S2’s a versatile, big-screen tab first and foremost.

R9 200
★★★★★

BEST FOR
MAGAZINES 
AND MOVIES
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Jawbone UP2 
For general-purpose fitness and activity tracking you can’t go wrong with the Jawbone 
UP2. A ten-day battery life, the very intelligent Smart Coach app in your pocket and 
some genuinely useful advice and a lightweight strap makes this almost perfect. 

Garmin Forerunner 620
Garmin’s wealth of experience in wrist-mounted GPS shines through, offering up a 
cacophony of stats, including vertical oscillation (how much you jiggle while running) 
thanks to the smart heart-rate belt. Could be cheaper and more user-friendly, though.

Samsung Gear Live
Could it be fourth time lucky for Android Wear? A waterproof 1.63in/4.14cm Super 
AMOLED screen, a resting heart monitor and a growing selection of apps say yes. Overall, 
the Samsung just pips the LG G Watch. Its pitiful one-day battery life lets it down, though.

Fitbit Charge HR
The Charge HR includes the pedometer, altimeter and silent alarms of its 
predecessors but adds an excellent heart-rate monitor while still lasting five 
days between charges.

Jawbone UP3
Would you believe, a firmware update? And a few other chance happenings, 
to be completely honest, which have come together to put the UP3 on top. 
New firmware gives the UP3 better sleep tracking, passive heart monitoring 
and a couple of other missing features, and the Smart Coach is still our very 
best friend. Oh, and that Runtastic partnership? Awesome!

BEST FOR
TRACKING 
YOUR LIFE

STUFF SAYS
You might leave 
home without it but 
you will quickly wish 
you hadn’t.
R2 400 ★★★★★

from
R4 800
★★★★✩

from 
R2 170 
★★★★★

from
R5 900 
★★★★★

from 
R2 200 
★★★★★

from 
R9 000
★★★★✩

R3 000
★★★★✩

R1 600
★★★★★

from 
R6 600
★★★★✩
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BUY

LG G Watch R
This circular smartwatch won’t win any beauty contests, but that’s about its only 
flaw. The G Watch R’s plastic OLED screen has deep blacks, sharp text and good 
visibility. Its battery easily lasts a day and a half, and using it is a smooth experience.

R3 550
★★★★✩

Gadgets, reviews and tech news
www.stuff.co.za 

ONLINE
Gadgets, reviews and tech news
www.stuff.co.za

1
Garmin Fenix 3
This is a serious sports watch. It’s especially geared for triathlon, with a dedicated race 
mode, but it’s also a great training tool for each discipline and other sports besides. 
It doesn’t do heart monitoring, but a 10-day battery life is your compensation.

Motorola Moto 360 
The second-gen Moto 360 has better chops than an entry-level smartphone (minus 
the camera, obvs.) and improves over its predecessor in most ways. Sadly, this one is 
hard to come by but the Orange Store has it in stock most times. 

Pebble Steel
The Steel keeps the straightforward looks, crisp display and five-day battery life 
that helped the standard Pebble win our hearts. But it holds more memory, apps 
and customisable faces, and swaps the plastic for a stylish metal suit.

Apple Watch
The Apple Watch is one of the best all-round wearables on the market, but if you’re 
primarily after fitness-tracking functionality you can save a small fortune buying a 
Fitbit or Jawbone instead.

BEST FOR
BATTERY LIFE

7NEW

2UPDATE

3UPDATE

4UPDATE

5UPDATE

6UPDATE
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DIGITAL 
EDITION

AVAILABLE ON THE APP STORE OR GOOGLE PLAY
THE MAGAZINE IS ALSO AVAILABLE THROUGH 
ZINIO.COM AND MAGAZINES.CO.ZA

E OR GOOGLE PLAY

NOW ON 

iPHONE 6 

& 6 PLUS

LG 60LB652T
Price drops for 4K means that HD screens are cheaper than ever. So much cheaper, in 
fact, that you can pick up 60in/152cm for the sort of price that you used to secure a 
solid forty for. LG’s 60LB652T is a great example, with all the HDMI and USB you can eat. 

Samsung 48J6300
The look of a curved 4K at the price of a traditional flat-screen, Samsung’s 48in/122cm 
J6300 has enough smart TV functions to keep the technophile in you happy for ages. 
The screen’s great too. 

Hisense 55K390PAD
Honestly, how many places will you find a 55in/139cm screen for around the R10k 
mark? Hisense is one such locations, with the Android-powered K390 being a front-
runner for your attention. And money.  

Samsung 65JS900 
Double the cost of our number one, that’s the reason for the 65JS9000’s appearance 
down here. But… if you’re going to spend on a 4K screen, you want to spend it here – the 
screen is glorious.

LG 55UC970T
Sammy can’t hog all the glory and LG’s 4K offerings have also quickly become a lot 
more accessible. Here’s 55-in/140cm of curvey LG goodness, with the company’s 
WebOS packed in for good measure, at just a little over Samsung’s headliner. 

Samsung UA48H6400AK
This is larger, why is it lower on the list? We’re pretty sure it’s the price. Otherwise, 
though, it’s a decent crack at a smart TV from Samsung while being easy enough on 
the pocket that you might consider adopting one for major sporting events. Also: 3D.

LG 47LB652T
There was once a time when a 47-inch TV was out of reach for most South African homes. 
That time seems to have passed, with LG’s 47LB652T falling just over the R10k mark.  For 
that you get 3D, HD, as well as smart TV functions from LG’s webOS. 

STUFF SAYS
Come for the picture, 
stay for the webOS ease 
of use and mind-reading
from R32 000 ★★★★★  

R10 000
★★★★

from
R10 600
★★★★

R30 000
★★★★★

R40 000
★★★★★

R30 000
★★★★★

R20 000
★★★★★

from
R10 000
★★★★★

R10 000
★★★★★

from
R60 000
★★★★★
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BUY
LG 65UF850T
Let’s cause some whiplash with LG’s extremely stylish 65UF850T 
4K TV, an immense screen that still manages to be fairly cheap, all 
things considered. Value for money is a thing, and you’re getting a 
lot of that here – webOS, 4K res, Harmon Kardon sound and 
connectivity up the wazoo. 

Samsung 55JS9000 
Increase the price, by a substantial margin, and you’ll snag yourself one of Sammy’s 
SUHD curved panels. At 55in/140cm it might be smaller than you expect at this price 
but it wasn’t far back that R40k would buy you an HD screen and UHD was a dream. 

Samsung 65JU6600 
A few extra inches won’t cost you much more than a 55in/140cm UHD these days and 
Samsung’s JU6600 64-incher/165cm is sitting around R30k right now.  If you’re going to 
be watching UHD content it better be on as big a screen as possible. Like this one. 

Samsung 48J6300
The look of a curved 4K at the price of a traditional flat-screen, Samsung’s 48in/122cm 
J6300 has enough smart TV functions to keep the technophile in you happy for ages. 
The screen’s great too. 
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Canon PowerShot S120
Replacing the S110, the S120 is a compact camera for DSLR users on their days off. Its 
12.1MP stills, low-light prowess and useful long-exposure modes are welcome, while 
its slightly laggy lens-ring control and hit-and-miss Wi-Fi features take the shine off.

Canon PowerShot G1 X MkII
This powerful snapper is back, with a tilting touchscreen and a wider wide-angle lens 
but no viewfinder. The zoom and video are still fairly underwhelming but in terms of 
sheer image quality there aren’t many non-system cameras around that can beat it.

Fujifilm FinePix X100S
Fujifilm’s souped up its fixed-lens retro shooter, with faster focusing and a big APS-C 
sensor. It’s not all new, though, keeping the 35mm-equivalent f/2 lens and hybrid 
viewfinder from the X100. A less retro version with black finish is now available too.

Nikon Coolpix S6700
Your phone can probably match it for wide-angle photos in good conditions, but if you 
want to go equipped with a bit more creative control without loading yourself down 
with kit, the S6700 will be a useful addition to your gadget arsenal.

Canon PowerShot G16
The G16 packs a lot into its sturdy body: optical viewfinder, loads of manual controls 
and an f1.8-2.8, 28-140mm (equivalent) zoom lens. Upgrades over the G15 include 
Wi-Fi and faster burst shooting of up to 12fps, while image quality is as good as ever.

Panasonic Lumix DMC-FZ200
If you want a superzoom cam, the Lumix FZ200 wipes the floor with its rival snoopy 
snappers. A small and solid build is coupled with a 24x optical zoom, an excellent auto 
mode and spot-on exposure abilities. The downside is the video, which is a mixed bag.

Fujifilm X20
The X20 isn’t all retro looks and no trousers. It excels in Advanced Auto mode and has 
manual controls and RAW shooting for creative days. The optical viewfinder, though 
small, is linked to the 4x zoom and frames well. All this, and it looks cool.

Sony DSC-HX60
Last year’s HX50 was our previous pick for the best compact camera around, 
and 2014’s HX60 isn’t a huge departure from its predecessor in terms of 
build quality, ease of use, specifications and performance – all of which are 
excellent. And thankfully the superb 30x zoom lens remains. What it does 
add is NFC (for quick pairing with a tablet or phone) and a newer Bionz X 
processor, making it a slightly nippier performer. 

BEST FOR
DSLR PICS IN 
A SMALL BODY

BEST FOR
AT-A-DISTANCE 
SHOOTING

STUFF SAYS
Sturdy, simple to use and 
o� ering a huge zoom range 
for its size, this is a hugely 
capable all-rounder
R5 500 ★★★★★

Sony DSC-RX100 III
If you’re looking for the best tiny snapper around, this is it. Excellent image quality, 
fast autofocus, a useful electronic viewfinder and professional video recording, all 
squeezed into a truly teeny package that’ll fit into your jeans pocket. We’re smitten.

R12 000
★★★★★

AND GET 

35% 
OFF 

SUBSCRIBE 
TO STUFF

R12 500
★★★★★

Rtba
★★★★✩

R6� 400
★★★★★

R7 000
★★★★★

R9 800
★★★★★

R4700
★★★★✩

from
R4 800
★★★★★

R6 500
★★★★★
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Nikon Coolpix AW120
The ultimate rugged camera: almost indestructible, and fit for temperatures as low 
as -10°C, it will even survive a rinse cycle in your dishwasher. The AW120 also takes 
lovely pictures and impressive video in both good lighting and dimmer conditions.

BEST FOR
EXTREME 
EXPLOITS

1HOT

11HOT

BUY



SLRs, ETC 109

Canon EOS 750D
The 750D redefines what an entry-level DSLR can be: it’s remarkably easy to use, 
will help you take stunningly good photos whatever your experience level and won’t 
ever let you down. 

delivery direct 
to your door 
offer on p60.

and get 

FREE* 

R12 000
(body only) 
★★★★★

STUFF SAYS
Priced like a compact 
but defi nitely doesn’t 
perform like one.
R9 �600 ★★★★★
(body only) 

R6� 500
(wi/18-55mm lens)

★★★★★

from
R32� 000
(body only) 
★★★★★

R7� 400
(body only) 
★★★★★

R19 000
(body only) 
★★★★★

R23 000
(body only) 
★★★★★

10
9
8
7
6
5
4
3
2

1

BEST FOR
ADVANCED 
AMATEURS

Canon EOS 70D
The 70D is Canon’s best camera in years. It’s the first ‘proper’ DSLR to nail autofocus in 
videos and Live View, offers a multitude of manual controls and can take stunning pics in 
almost any situation. Amateurs who’ve outgrown the entry level should look no further.

Nikon D600
Pro power has never come at such a reasonable price. A full-frame 24.3MP sensor 
combines with accurate 39-point autofocus for stunning results. Dual SD card slots, 
built-in flash and 5.5fps shooting speed complete a seriously powerful proposition..

Canon EOS 700D
Look, it’s a new Canon at No2. No, wait, it’s the old one. Actually, it’s kind of both. The 
700D is a minor upgrade over the 650D, keeping its 18MP sensor, flip-out touchscreen 
and autofocus during video and adding little beyond a new kit lens. Still great, though.

Olympus OM-D E-M1
Olympus’ new flagship is armed with the same excellent 16.3MP sensor as its 
predecessor the E-M5, but now has an improved autofocus system, a startlingly good 
electronic viewfinder and masses of direct controls. 

Fujifilm X-T10
For rich landscapes, detailed macro shots, stunningly sharp portraits and 
everyday photos, the X-T10 beats most other choices at any price. It also 
handles beautifully and can be paired with some of the most consistently 
superb lenses you’ll ever find. When using the X-T10 you can stop worrying 
about megapixels. You’re not an amateur anymore.

BEST FOR
ALL-ROUND 
VALUE

Fujifilm X-T1
There’s lots to love about this snapper, from its clever viewfinder and lightning-speed 
focus to the weatherproof body. One for the analogue lovers, it has actual buttons and 
dials with no touchscreen. The lack of in-cam image stabilisation is our only complaint.

Nikon D810
The top-end Nikon D810 is a monster camera. Its image quality and performance are 
hard to fault – if you’re a serious photographer willing to stump up the cash then it’s a 
fantastic buy. However, there are some features missing, such as 4K video and Wi-Fi.

R60 000
(body only)

★★★★★

Olympus OM-D E-M5 MkII
A number of upgrades make this tempting even for existing E-M5 owners. It’s 
just as attractive if you’re looking for your first advanced camera, or jumping from 
a lower-specced model – it’s solid but highly portable, and the images are gorgeous.

R31 000
(body only)

★★★★★

Canon EOS 5DS
A fantastic piece of kit that any pixel-peeping DSLR owner will get heaps of enjoyment 
out of. The astounding 50MP sensor puts an incredible amount of pictorial detail at your 
fingertips, and the 5DS is very much pitched as Canon’s ultimate stills camera.

R44 000
(body only) 
★★★★★

1HOT

11HOT

BUY
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Great, clean sound and a superb microphone system for crystal clear chat. These earphones come with  SPORT IN-EAR 

from R870
★★★★★

Until Dawn  PS4
This is a sleeper, an interactive horror that takes every tired teen slasher/horror/
monster movie trope and budges it together to form something altogether new. Until 
Dawn makes the most of its jump-scares but there’s something else about it… 

The Witcher III: The Wild Hunt PC/PS4/Xbox One
Geralt of Rivia is on his largest adventure yet and in the process of creating 
this vast and impressively realised open-world outing, developers CD Projekt 
RED have demolished the competition in RPG-land. And on TV. Described as 
Game of Thrones meets Dragon Age, The Witcher 3 is an easy way to lose 
yourself in fantasy for a month or more. 

STUFF SAYS
Poland has set a new 
bar for RPG fans - one 
that will not be surpassed 
any time soon
from R700 ★★★★★

from R800
★★★★★

from R800
★★★★★

from R550
★★★★★

from R770
★★★★★

from R725
★★★★★

from R840
★★★★★
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Batman: Arkham Knight  PS4/Xbox One
The official ending of the Arkham trilogy is a thrill-ride of epic proportions, giving you an 
idea what it’s like being the Bat night after night. Schedule some time off, just avoid the 
PC version for now.  

Bloodborne  PS4
You’re up for a challenge, right? Right, and you don’t mind dying repeatedly in aid of 
figuring out what to do next – Bloodborne, from the fevered brows that brought us 
Dark Souls, is for you. Good luck. 

Destiny: The Taken King  PS3/PS4/Xbox One/Xbox 360
This isn’t your grandfather’s Destiny (he does play, right?). This is the Destiny that 
should have been. We’ve lost Dinklage but we’ve gained new classes, story and 
weapon balance, plus a few other additions that will have you playing into the night. 

Uncharted: The Nathan Drake Collection  PS4
Did you know that 80% of PS3 owners did not play any of the Uncharted games? Did 
you also know that 80% of PlayStation 3 owners missed out on one of the best series 
the platform has to offer? Correct that, right bloody now. Nolan North commands it!

Call of Duty: Black Ops 3   PC/PS3/PS4/Xbox One/Xbox 360
The engine might be creaking but the Call of Duty series still serves up the best in fast-
paced, teabagging, trash-talking, swearing 15-year-olds. That might not sound like a 
selling point but when your TDM clan is about to take the round you’ll think different. 

Assassin’s Creed Syndicate  PS4/Xbox One
Going from pirates to jolly old London, Assassin’s Creed has decided to focus on a 
good story. And a stunning setting, which breathes life into Victorian London. See 
Whitechapel, take down the Ripper, battle carbon-copy gangsters and collect bits. 

from R700
★★★★★

Grand Theft Auto V  PC/PS3/ PS4/Xbox One/Xbox 360
Grand Theft Auto V is a cerebral shotgun blast of a game worthy of carrying on the series’ 
mantle. The story, the sandbox and the sick leave Stuff has put in just to play more of it… 
not to mention how good it makes current-gen consoles look. 

from R725
★★★★★

Rise of the Tomb Raider  Xbox One/Xbox 360
Okay, we’re not pleased that other platforms have to wait but the next step in Miss 
Croft’s genesis is worth wading into. There’s more of the same, but with issues from 
2012 addressed and stealth improved enough that you’re not responsible for genocide. 

1HOT

11HOT

BUY



Sol Republic Master Tracks
Really tough things are usually really ugly, which is why the lovely styling of the 
“virtually indestructible” Master Tracks headphones is so refreshing. Loud, punchy, 
fast and controlled, the sound is just as attractive as the design. Worth every penny.

Sennheiser Momentum 
Classily styled, cushion-comfortable and smooth-sounding, the Momentums are
the perfect over-ears for the dapper man about town. There’s also an on-ear version
– smaller and cheaper at R2 500, available in pink, blue, green and, um, ivory/brown.

Bowers & Wilkins P3
Superb sound and a solid and achingly stylish design make these the best portable 
on-ears around. The fact that two cables come in the box – one with a mic and 
remote for iPhones, one without – only sweetens the already candyfloss-like deal.

AKG K451
They’ve actually been around a little while now, but what put the K451 on-ears 
back on to our radar was an official price drop, and a real-world price of just 
R1 700 or less. For that money they’re unbeatable – awesomely agile and 
punchy sound wrapped up in a subtly stylish and foldable design. Add both 
standard and three-button control cables for maximising compatibility and 
there’s practically no excuse for not getting brilliant sound from your phone.

BEST FOR
QUALITY AND 
STYLE IN ONE

BEST FOR
ON-EAR 
EXCELLENCE

Sony MDR-EX650AP
If you’re prepared to pay a little extra for your in-ears, these Sonys are even better 
than the SoundMagics above. The sound is that bit bigger, a little more detailed and 
a little more grown-up, and if you don’t like the brass finish there’s a silver version.

SoundMagic E10S
This is actually the third version of SoundMagic’s awesome, affordable in-ears – not 
that you’d tell by looking. They sound even better, though: a little smoother and more 
refined, with tight, weighty bass. Plus there’s now a mic and button for smartphone use.

Bose QuietComfort 25
The best kind of silence is the kind you then fill with sweet, sweet music, and that’s 
what the QuietComfort 25s give you. The active noise-cancelling quells office 
hubbub, air-conditioning and aeroplane hum, and delivers cracking sound in its place.

Bowers & Wilkins P5 Series 2
Even the most demanding audio buff would find it hard to fault these – B&W have 
delivered a pair of premium on-ears that look, feel and sound exquisite. You control 
playback and volume with your iPhone, while feeling like a VIP guest at an intimate gig.

R6 500 
★★★★★

R5 000
★★★★★

R650
★★★★★

R2� 100
(import) 
★★★★★

BEST FOR
SHUTTING OUT 
THE WORLD 

AKG Y50
The bright colour options (they’re available in yellow, teal and red, as well as black) 
and massive logo have a slight try-hard feel about them, but the Y50s make up for 
it by sounding loads better than the more ‘street’ on-ear headphones out there.

R1 800
★★★★★
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Sennheiser RS220
The specialised lossless encoding and transmission system makes these the closest 
we’ve ever come to perfect wireless sound across all music types, and despite its 
intimidating size, the low weight and luxuriant fit helps you forget they are there. 

STUFF SAYS
Fantastic sound and great 
portability at an almost
unbeatable price. The 
perfect PMP upgrade
R1 700 ★★★★★  

R3� 600
★★★★★

R2� 100
(import)

★★★★★

BEST FOR
ON-EAR 
EXCELLENCE

R7� 800
★★★★★

R5 450 
★★★★★

ALL PRICES ARE INCLUSIVE OF TAX & 
CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS. 
ERRORS & OMISSIONS EXCLUDED. 
OFFERS AVAILABLE AT SELECTED STORES 
WHILE STOCKS LAST. NO CLUBCARD 
POINTS ON GIFT CARD PURCHASES. 49995

one button remote control and work with iOS, Android & Windows.
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11HOT

BUY
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s that a popcorn machine on wheels?
Not quite. It’s actually a self-driving 
robot, and its entire purpose is to 
safely traverse pavements, potholes 

and pedestrians, delivering items you’ve ordered 
online straight to your front door. Here’s how 
it (might) work: the retailer ships your goodies 
to a local delivery hub, where it’s collected by 
a cooler box on wheels. You’ll then choose a 
delivery time and track your robot using an app. 
Think of it as an all-terrain Santa Claus, minus 
the festive paint job, beard, reindeers… and soul. 
It can carry roughly two shopping bags’ worth 

of stuff, and its rechargeable battery means 
it’s good for the environment too.

What happens if it meets a cat?
Well, nothing presumably, minus a curious sniff, 
and probably a bat of a paw. With a top speed 
of just 6.5km/h, it’s not going to splatter any 
furry friends it meets along the way. Your cargo 
will be safe, as no one will be able to open it but 
the recipient thanks to its inbuilt smart locking 
system. If a particularly ambitious thief makes 
off with it, they’ll be caught in no time by, we’re 
guessing, drone reinforcements. With lasers.

It seems overly complicated. What’s the point?
According to creator Starship, last-kilometre 
delivery methods are often the priciest link in the 
postage chain. Robots like these can help reduce 
these costs by up to 15 times, while reducing the 
environmental impact of gas-guzzling delivery 
vans. Plus, you know, it’s a self-driving robot – 
do you really need any other reason? Starship 
is planning to launch tests in Europe within the 
next year. If we can look forward to a future in 
which freshly made sausages are automatically 
carted to our house by a miniature tank, then 
you’re not going to hear us complain about it.

I

Robo-� uriers



DIGITAL EDITION

NOW ON 

iPHONE 6 

& 6 PLUS

AVAILABLE ON THE APP STORE OR GOOGLE PLAY

THE MAGAZINE IS ALSO AVAILABLE THROUGH 
ZINIO.COM AND MAGAZINES.CO.ZA




