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Built in the Kimber® Custom Shop,™ CDP (Custom Defense Package) 

pistols combine .45 ACP power and the most important concealed carry 

features into a light weight, high-performance package that gives them their 

name. The stainless steel slide plus a match grade barrel and trigger ensure 

durability and accuracy. Aluminum frames wear the premium KimPro® II 

finish that is self-lubricating and extremely resistant to moisture and salt. 

Quality and performance are the true measures of value and Kimber pistols 

set the industry standard. Nowhere is this more evident than in a CDP. 

Visit the nearest Kimber Master Dealer and see for yourself.   
kimberamerica.com

        (888) 243-4522

T H E  C H O I C E  O F  A M E R I C A ’ S  B E S T

CDP pistols have custom features like
 low-pro� le night sights and a Carry Bevel 
treatment for smooth, rounded edges that 
will not snag clothing or holsters.

An ambidextrous thumb safety promotes 
fast operation and 30 lines-per-inch 
checkering on the front strap and under 
the trigger guard ensures a positive grip. 

The Custom CDP™ II .45 ACP has a 5-inch 
barrel and full-length grip, yet weighs just 
31 ounces. CDP models take concealed-carry 
performance to the extreme. 

©2012, Kimber Mfg., Inc. All rights reserved. Information and speci� cations are for reference only and subject to change without notice.

Kimber o� ers nearly 200 purpose-built pistols and ri� es to meet any need.

Unequaled Quality. Unmatched Performance.Unequaled Quality. Unmatched Performance.
Kimber CDP Pistols.

Easy to carry and conceal, the Ultra CDP™ II .45 ACP has a 3-inch barrel and 
weighs 25 ounces. It is also o� ered in 9mm and with Crimson Trace Lasergrips. 
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Right-To-Carry Victory In Court
32
Chris W. Cox
While the media have focused heavily on the 
Obama administration’s push for new restrictions 
on gun owners’ rights, far less attention has been 
paid to major court actions the week before the 
horrific crimes. 

Wayne R. LaPierre, Executive Vice President

Countdown To Houston:  
2013 NRA Annual Meetings 
& Exhibits
100
NRA Staff
The city of Houston, Texas, offers a warm, 
Southwestern welcome to NRA members 
as it hosts the 142nd NRA Annual Meetings 
& Exhibits, May 2-5, 2013. Here is a 
preview of what you can see and do at this 
celebration of Freedom like no other.
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OFFICIAL JOURNAL OF THE NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA
The NRA, the foremost guardian of the traditional American right to “keep and bear arms,” believes 
every law-abiding citizen is entitled to the ownership and legal use of firearms, and that every 
reputable gun owner should be an NRA Member.  —Wayne R. LaPierre, Executive Vice President

Colt’s “New Model Holster Pistol” In The Civil War
110
John D. McAulay
The revolver we know as the Model 1860 Colt made its debut on the eve of the 
American Civil War. Used by both sides, the cap-and-ball .44’s first deliveries 
were to the South, though it was also the handgun most used by Federal cavalry.
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Hidden In Plain Sight: Colt Automatics At Santiago
124
Philip Schreier
When Roosevelt’s Rough Riders went to war in Cuba in 1898, they took two 
Colt-Browning machine guns with them. Gifts from family members of the 
troopers, they were the first U.S. Army machine guns used in combat.
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Two Guns In One: FN’s FNS
140
Wiley Clapp
FNH USA’s new FNS striker-fired pistol is 
available as two guns in one in a compact kit, 
allowing the owner to swap between 9 mm 
Luger and .40 S&W in less than a minute.
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Glossary Of Optical Terms
160
Bill McRae
When it comes to describing optics, a lot of technical terms are 
thrown around. Here is a glossary to help you get through the 
next riflescope, binocular or spotting scope review you read.
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THE COVER:   When ”Roosevelt’s Rough Riders” went to war in Cuba in 1898, they 
took two Colt-Browning Model 1895 machine guns in 7x57 mm with 
them; the first such guns used by the U.S. Army in combat. This image, 
taken on San Juan Hill after the battle on July 1, 1898, during the siege 
of Santiago shows one of the guns and the loose 7x57 mm collected 
from Spanish dead. On loan from the National Park Service, serial 
number 161 is on display at NRA’s National Firearms Museum. For 
more, turn to Philip Schreier’s story starting on p. 124. Design by David 
J. Labrozzi. Roosevelt Collection, Harvard College Library photo.
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M16s Of The Great White North: 
Diemaco & Colt Canada

186
Chris Bartocci

Canadian troops have served side-by-side with 
Americans on the front-lines in the Global War on 

Terror since the beginning. And although their rifles 
look similar to U.S.-issue guns, the C7 and C8 families 

have features unique to the Canadian Forces.

Modern Bullets In  
Lever-Gun Cartridges
202
Layne Simpson
Advances in bullet design and a host of new bullet weights 
have stretched the performance envelope for lever-action 
rifles—this is especially true for today’s handloaders.
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saluting America’s armed
forces Tribute Pistols

Since the beginning, the United States of America has stood for
freedom and liberty for all our citizens. Nothing is more cherished than the
freedoms we share as a nation. To uphold these freedoms, our great country
relies on a strong military. Generations of Americans have proudly served in
our Armed Forces to ensure our freedoms. 

Millions of Americans have proudly served America when duty called,
during times of peace and during times of war. And many – from the earliest days to World War II, Korea, Vietnam
and to current day battles in the Gulf Region and Afghanistan – have paid the ultimate sacrifice for the principles 
that America stands for – freedom, liberty, and justice for all.

To pay Tribute to the brave warriors who have served our country, America Remembers is proud to offer
handsome Tributes in honor of those who have served and sacrificed to ensure our freedom; the Saluting America’s
Armed Forces Tribute Pistols. For these Tributes, we have selected the Colt® Government Model® .45 caliber pistol, a
firearm that stood the test of time and was the official military sidearm for our country’s Armed Forces for almost 75
years. No firearm in history can boast a more impressive record of American military service than the classic Colt .45
military service pistol. Craftsmen commissioned specifically for these Tributes by America Remembers decorate each
Tribute with handsome artwork in stunning 24-karat gold and nickel artwork over a blued steel canvas.

There are three separate editions honoring America’s soldiers, sailors, and airmen – each separate edition is issued 
in a strictly limited edition of 500 pistols per branch of the Armed Forces. 

On the left side of each Tribute, prominently displayed
as the focal point, there is an image of a soldier, sailor,
or airmen framed with a patriotic banner. Additional
artwork features a banner reading, “Saluting America’s
Armed Forces” and “Lest We Forget”. Also featured is
an outline of the USA framing “Freedom Forever”, a
reminder that our Armed Forces are always on duty
protecting our cherished freedoms. Another banner
reads, “Country Before Self”, a reminder of the daily
sacrifices our soldiers, sailors, and airmen make on
behalf of all Americans.

�

For the veterans of America’s Armed Forces who carried the Colt .45 Pistol, the classic military sidearm has
special significance. It was a constant companion that offered superior stopping power against all enemies. To put it
simply, the Colt .45 pistol was a lifesaver. The Colt was utterly reliable, virtually indestructible and awesome in its
stopping power. In the hands of courageous American warriors, it would become a military and firearms legend. For
decades, wherever Americans fought for freedom the Colt .45 was present.

honor america’s Soldiers, Sailors, and airmen with this exclusive offer – RESERVE NOW
Reservations will be accepted in the order they are received. You can mail us your order, or to prioritize your order

and confirm availability, call us toll-free at 1-800-682-2291. We will arrange delivery of your working Tribute Pistol
through the licensed firearms dealer of your choice. As always, if you are not completely satisfied, you may return your
Tribute to us in original, unfired condition within 30 days for a complete and courteous refund.

These exclusive Tributes stand as monumental salutes to those who have served our country and carried the
iconic pistol in defense of freedom as well as all those who continue to serve. As a nation, we must never forget the
courage and sacrifice of those who served and continue to serve today. Secure your Saluting America’s Armed Forces
Tribute Pistol today and keep it forever as a handsome symbol of fine firearms craftsmanship, American military history
and service in defense of freedom.

The right side features banners reading, “American Freedom Tribute” and, “Freedom is Never Free”, a reminder that 
Americans need to be ever vigilant in protecting our freedoms and there is always a price to pay to protect our cherished 
freedoms. Each Armed Forces Tribute also features artwork unique to the branch honored (Soldiers, Sailors, or Airmen) 
depicting scenes related to the branch. (Sailor Edition shown above.)

Please enter my reservation for the “Saluting America’s Armed Forces Tribute Pistol,” selected
below. Each is a working Colt .45 pistol, at the introductory price of $1,995.* My deposit of $195
per Tribute is enclosed. I wish to pay the balance at the rate of $100 per month, no interest or
carrying charges. Certificate of Authenticity included. Thirty-day return privilege. 
Edition Requested: � Soldier  � Sailor  � Airmen

� Check enclosed for $______________ .
� Charge payment of $ ______________ to:  � VISA  � MasterCard  � AMEX  � Discover

No. Exp. 

Display Case
� I wish to reserve the optional, luxuriously lined, custom-made display case with locking glass

lid. My payment of $149* is enclosed or add to credit card.

Model: Colt® Government Model® Pistol  •  Caliber: .45 ACP  •  Edition Limit: 500 Per Service Branch

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Daytime Telephone No. ( ) 

America Remembers®

10226 Timber Ridge Drive, Ashland, Virginia 23005
www.americaremembers.com

To place your reservation toll-free call 1-800-682-2291

Display Case Available
An optional luxuriously lined, custom-built, wooden

display case is available for purchase. 

*All orders are subject to acceptance and credit verification
prior to shipment. Shipping and handling will be added to
each order. Virginia residents please add 5% sales tax.

©AHL, Inc.

Honoring America’s Defenders of Freedom
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Super Carry .45 ACP pistols establish a new benchmark for concealed carry 

and personal defense. Built in the Kimber® Custom Shop,™ no aspect of 

usability, dependability or performance was compromised. Round heel 

frames are easier to conceal and more comfortable to carry. Barrels, 

chambers and triggers are machined to critical match grade dimensions for 

superior accuracy. Directionally-engaging serrations guarantee fast, positive 

operation. The KimPro® II finish is self-lubricating and extremely resistant 

to both moisture and salt. Quality and performance are everything in a 

carry pistol and Super Carry models deliver both to an unequaled degree. 

Visit the nearest Kimber Master Dealer and see for yourself.

kimberamerica.com
        (888) 243-4522

T H E  C H O I C E  O F  A M E R I C A ’ S  B E S T

All Super Carry pistols have custom 
features like night sights with cocking 
shoulder, ambidextrous thumb safety and 
rounded/blended edges that will not snag. 

The Super Carry Pro™ .45 ACP is one 
of four models with a light weight 
aluminum frame for easier carry. It has a 
4-inch barrel and weighs only 28 ounces.

The Super Carry Pro HD™ .45 ACP is one 
of three HD models with a stainless steel 
frame for hard use. It has a 4-inch barrel 
and weighs 35 ounces.

©2012, Kimber Mfg., Inc. All rights reserved. Information and speci� cations are for reference only and subject to change without notice.

Kimber o� ers nearly 200 purpose-built pistols and ri� es to meet any need.

Unequaled Quality. Unmatched Performance.Unequaled Quality. Unmatched Performance.Unequaled Quality. Unmatched Performance.
Super Carry Pistols.

The Super Carry Ultra+™ .45 ACP has a 3-inch barrel for easy concealment 
and a full-length grip with round heel for additional control and comfortable 
carry. It weighs just 27 ounces. 



WARNING: All technical data in this publica-
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the limited experience of individuals using 
specific tools, products, equipment and 
components under specific conditions and 
circumstances not necessarily reported in 
the article and over which the National Rifle 
Association (NRA) has no control. The data 
have not otherwise been tested or verified 
by the NRA. The NRA, its agents, officers and 
employees accept no responsibility for the 
results obtained by persons using such data 
and disclaim all liability for any consequential 
injuries or damages. See asterisked (*).

* NO ADVERTISED ITEM IS INTENDED FOR 
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EAS WHERE LOCAL RESTRICTIONS MAY 
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First Look: New Guns 2013
Our editors provide an early glimpse of new firearms, 
ammunition and optics expected to make their debut in 2013. 
Check www.AmericanRifleman.org/NewIn2013 for our 
exclusive look at what our editors have seen or tested so far.
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Exclusive: Remington Model 783
Richard Mann, a diehard Remington 700 enthusiast, 
was the first writer to test Remington’s new 783 
bolt-action. While he was initially skeptical of the 
lofty accuracy claims for this budget firearm, go to 
www.AmericanRifleman.org/Remington783 to learn 
why Mann says Remington has pulled a rabbit out 
of its hat.

First Test: Winchester’s TrAAcker Shotshells
In shotgunning you will likely miss a target or two. 
But were you high, low or behind? Winchester’s 
revolutionary AA TrAAker shotshells give you the 
answer. To learn how, watch NRA’s John Zent, who 
was the first to try this new training tool at  
www.AmericanRifleman.org/TrAAcker.
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Gun Of The Week
Every week, a Rifleman editor gives you a video overview 
of a new gun—ranging from the Springfield XD-S to the 
Magnum Research BFR—then heads to the range.

The Keefe Report 
American Rifleman Editor-In-Chief Mark Keefe checks in on 
happenings with the magazine, the television show, industry 
trends, and other firearm and shooting sports topics.

Clapp On Handguns
Field Editor Wiley Clapp shares more than a half-century 
of experience and knowledge in the technical and 
historical aspects of handgunning. 

The RackAttack
Our own www.AmericanRifleman.org blogger Paul 
Rackley, an NRA Pistol and Personal Protection Instructor, 
shares his tips and tactics for training and self-defense. 

Mobile
AmericanRifleman.org Mobile
AmericanRifleman.org’s mobile site has been built with your 
user interface in mind and is now available on Apple or Droid 
operating systems as well as BlackBerry. Check us out!

American Rifleman Insider
With our E-newsletter you’ll be the first to know when 
there’s something new at AmericanRifleman.org. 
We deliver exclusive videos, articles and must-have 
products straight to your inbox. So log on, sign up and 
start clicking.



I received a blurry cell phone photo from my friend Phil 
Schreier last year, and the message with it read: “Do you 
know what this is?” I enlarged the blurry image on my 

own phone, noted some missing parts and a lot of patina, but 
managed to reply, “A digger?” To which Schreier, answered, 
“Not just any digger, the digger.” Thus, I was informed about 
the whereabouts of Colt’s Automatic Gun, serial number 161. 

The significance of this gun can be found in National 
Firearms Museum Senior Curator Schreier’s article “Hidden In 
Plain Sight: Colt Automatics At Santiago,” starting on p. 124. In 
brief, this was one of two guns privately purchased for use by 

Mark A. Keefe, IV
Editor In Chief
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the 1st U.S. Volunteer Cavalry, better known as “Roosevelt’s Rough 
Riders” during the Spanish-American War. And used they were. In 
fact, these two Colts were the first machine guns (as opposed to 
manually operated guns, such as the Gatling) used by the U.S. Army 
in combat. Invented by John Moses Browning and manufactured by 
Colt’s, the Model 1895 belt-fed machine gun was the first successful 
gas-operated firearm. It was nicknamed the “potato digger” due to 
its downward-swinging gas piston, which was activated when gas 
was tapped from a hole on the barrel’s underside. If the gun was 
mounted low to the ground, it would kick up dirt, just as if one were 
digging for spuds. You can learn more and see the gun in action at 
www.americanrifleman.org/blogs/digger.

The gun, property of the U.S. Park Service, was in a dark corner of 
the Theodore Roosevelt Birthplace National Historical Site in New 
York City. After discovering it, Schreier set out to have it loaned to 
the NFM for the Theodore Roosevelt “Trappings of An Icon” exhibit 
featuring more than 100 artifacts—including numerous firearms—
now on display at the NFM. After a lot of legwork, paperwork, red 

CorrespondenCe



tape and help from the Theodore Roosevelt 
Birthplace National Historic Site’s Steve Laise, 
Katherine Hansen and Michael Amato, and 
Terry Brown, former Executive Director of 
the Theodore Roosevelt Ass’n, the loan of this 
important historical artifact was made possible.

Model 1895, serial number 161, as Schreier 
found it wasn’t complete. In particular, the gun 
was missing its pistol grip, trigger, wooden 
ammunition box, rear sight and tool kit. Thanks 
to Mike Papac of Cinema Weaponry, all the 
necessary parts were loaned to the museum to 
complete the gun for display, and you can see it 
firsthand until September at the NFM. 

There is one sad note to this story, though. As 
the gun and its tripod were being removed from 
the back of the truck it was transported in from 
Manhattan to Fairfax, the massive crate shifted, 
and Schreier took all the weight on his right 
arm. The gun was not damaged, but Schreier 
sure was. The result was severe tearing to all 
the tendons in his right bicep; reconstructive 
surgery and a lot of time in a cast followed. So 
when you read the article or visit the exhibit, 
realize that Phil Schreier, literally, nearly gave his 
right arm to bring it to you. 

Sincerely,

Call Now
For a
Free

Catalog!
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Chargemaster Dispenser 
and Scale Combo
There is no longer a need 
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of powder being used. 
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CCI Blazer Ammunition
These made to non-reloadable cases and are aircraft
grade aluminum which are heat treated for maximum
strength. Add to that famous Speer bullets and 
reliable CCI Primers and you have economy, 
accuracy, and performance. • 50 Rounds per Box
Caliber          Grain     Type         Item No.         Sale
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Cleaner
• Five preset 

temperature settings
• Stainless steel tank
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• User-friendly keypad and display 
• Cleaning solution timer • Degas function
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Ultrasonic Cleaner Reg. Sale
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TurkeyPro 
Riflescopes
• TurkeyPro Ballistic Turkey Reticle 
• Multicoated optical system boots 

light transmission up to 92% 
• 5" of Constant Eye Relief accommodates 

magnum Turkey load recoil 
• ARD (Anti-Reflective Device) technology 

eliminates game spooking glare 
• Waterproof, fogproof, shockproof

Reg. Sale
1.65-5x36 Matte......N03NK8455....$249.95 ....$119.95
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With confidence she pointed the gun at the men and 
ordered them to leave her home or she would shoot. 
Both men fled without hesitation. 

 Hazel Poole, 85, was at home playing 
with her puppy around 8:30 p.m. 
when there was a knock at the 

front door. Little did she know that she 
would open the door to two masked men 
wielding knives. Poole wasted no time 
and dashed to her bedroom where she 
kept her .38-cal. handgun. Poole, who was 
married to an avid trapshooter and whose 
son works at NRA Headquarters, is no 
stranger to firearms. With confidence she 
pointed the gun at the men and ordered 
them to leave her home or she would 
shoot. Both men fled without hesitation. 
(The Star Press, Muncie, IN, 12/14/12)



Jeremy Reed, 30, and Anna Soto, 24, were asleep in the 
same room as their one-week-old baby girl when they 
woke to a loud banging sound. They later learned that the 

sound was their front door being broken into by two convicted 
felons. Reed recalls seeing one of the men standing at the foot 
of their bed. Soto grabbed the infant and hid in the bedroom 
closet as Reed confronted the intruders with a .22-cal. rifle. 
The men took off in Reed’s car. But by then, flashing blue lights 
could be seen in the distance. Both men were arrested just 
20 minutes later and charged with multiple felony counts, 
including home invasion robbery. (Tampa Bay Times,  
St. Petersburg, FL, 12/10/12)

A man in his early 40s entered a nail salon at about 
 5:30 p.m. and began asking a female employee about 
purchasing diamonds. When the confused woman told 

the man she had no money to buy diamonds, he reached 
into his coat pocket and pulled out a pistol. When a customer 
getting her nails done saw what was happening, she reached 
into her purse and pulled out her own firearm. Upon seeing 
the woman’s gun, the man quickly fled the salon. It was last 
reported that the suspect is still at large. (Casper Star Tribune, 
Casper, WY, 12/11/12)

Two men targeted the home of Jerry Stremovihtg, 62, 
and Kenneth Conley, 53, one evening. Conley was 
having a meal on the front porch when the two suspects 

approached him. They beat him and repeatedly used a taser 
to subdue him. After gaining entry to the home, the suspects 
entered Stremovihtg’s bedroom. Stremovihtg met the intruders 
with a .38-cal. revolver. He fired several rounds causing them 
to flee the home. One suspect, a 35-year-old male, died in the 
front yard from a gunshot wound. It was last reported that the 
second suspect is still at large. Conley and Stremovihtg were 
taken to a nearby medical center and were treated for non life-
threatening injuries. (The Daytona Beach News-Journal, Holly 
Hill, FL, 11/18/12)

 Dispatchers received a call one afternoon from a man 
claiming to be the victim of a road rage incident. The 
man called 9-1-1 from the highway and said the van he 
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had just passed was ramming his SUV 
from behind. The dispatcher instructed 
the driver to pull over and wait for 
officers. When the man pulled over, the 
van pulled over as well. The man and 
woman occupying the van approached 
his vehicle and began hitting him and 
stabbing him with car keys. The driver 
of the SUV, a concealed-carry permit 
holder, retrieved his gun and pointed it 
at his assailants until police arrived. They 
were later booked on possible charges 
of battery and disorderly conduct. 
(Antigo Journal, Wausau, WI, 12/6/12) 

Gary Cherry was driving at 
approximately 8:30 a.m. when he 
noticed two vehicles on the side 

of the road. Cherry pulled over to help 
when he saw there was a man holding 
a woman to the ground face down 
and stabbing her repeatedly. Cherry, a 
concealed-carry license holder, quickly 
retrieved his firearm and ordered the 
man to get on the ground as he dialed 
9-1-1. Crystal Ward was traveling the 
same route when she spotted Cherry 

holding the perpetrator at gunpoint 
at the side of the entrance ramp. Ward 
stopped to assist and discovered a 
crying baby boy in one of the vehicles. 
The suspect was later taken into custody 
and the victim was flown to a nearby 
hospital with multiple stab wounds. It 
was last reported that she was in stable 
condition. The baby was unharmed. 
(Montgomery County Police Reporter, 
Plum Grove, TX, 12/24/12)

When a 79-year-old man heard 
arguing outside his home, he 
went outside to investigate. 

In the front yard, the man discovered 
his 17-year-old granddaughter being 
beaten by a 19-year-old male. When 
the grandfather confronted the 
suspect, he was threatened with a “stun 
gun.”  The suspect approached the 
elderly man. The grandfather warned 
him to stop, but the suspect continued 
toward him. The grandfather pulled 
out a handgun and fired once. The 
suspect’s wound proved fatal. (Courier 
& Press, Evansville, IN, 12/25/12) 

the armed citizen

  C O M M E N T    

 U S E  Y O U R  P O W E R

Studies indicate that firearms are used more than 2 million times a year for personal protection, and that the 
presence of a firearm, without a shot being fired, prevents crime in many instances. Shooting usually can be 
justified only where crime constitutes an immediate, imminent threat to life, limb, or, in some cases, property. 
Anyone is free to quote or reproduce these accounts. Send clippings via e-mail to armedcitizen@nrahq.org, or 
by mail to “The Armed Citizen,” 11250 Waples Mill Road, Fairfax, VA 22030-9400. For bonus online features, visit 
“The Armed Citizen Blog” at www.americanrifleman.org.

If you have a firsthand “Armed Citizen” experience, 
call NRA-ILA PR/Communications at (703) 267-1193.



Whether you’re in the heat of fierce competition or on the hunt of a lifetime and you only have one shot,
make sure you have the right tool for the job.  Performance Center firearms are hand-crafted, high-tech
and ultimate performing machines.

Hand Crafted.  High-Tech.  Ultimate Performance.
We start where the competition leaves off.

smith-wesson.com/pc



standing guard
By Wayne LaPierre, Executive Vice President

“National Conversation” 
Is One-Sided

The new watchword for the firearm-
confiscation movement in America is 
“national conversation”—a term that takes 

on ominous meaning for millions of peaceable, 
innocent gun owners, especially in light of 
President Barack Obama’s threat to institute new, 
draconian gun bans and universal gun-owner 
registration schemes.

With the mass murder of school children in 
Newtown, Conn., by a clearly deranged killer, the 
nature of this “conversation” has been defined by 
the key figures in the gun-ban movement—from 
the president, to New York City Mayor Michael 

Bloomberg, to U.S. Sen. Dianne Feinstein, to 
the Brady Campaign, to literally hundreds of 
editorial writers.

Much of the “conversation” in the media has 
been a new level of hatred against gun owners, the 
Second Amendment and those who defend the 
right to keep and bear arms, especially the NRA. 

A commentary by retired opinion writer 
Donald Kaul in the Des Moines Register provides  
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Much of the “conversation” in the media has been 
a new level of hatred against gun owners, the 
Second Amendment and those who defend the 
right to keep and bear arms, especially the NRA. 
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a hint of the real meaning of this 
“conversation.” Here are Kaul’s demands: 

“Repeal the Second Amendment, the 
part about guns anyway. … 

“Declare the NRA a terrorist organization 
and make membership illegal. Hey! We did 
it to the Communist Party, and the NRA 
has led to the deaths of more of us than 
American Commies ever did. (I would also 
raze the organization’s headquarters, clear 
the rubble and salt the earth, but that’s 
optional.) Make ownership of unlicensed 
assault rifles a felony. If some people 
refused to give up their guns, that ‘prying 
the guns from their cold, dead hands’ 
thing works for me.”

If that last part of the “conversation” 
sounds unhinged, try this from the 
governor of New York, Andrew Cuomo, 
who was the gun control majordomo in 
the Bill Clinton White House:

 “Confiscation could be an option. 
Mandatory sale to the state could be  
an option.”

Confiscation. There it is. Finally, the end 
game has been spelled out by someone in 
power. No one in the gun-ban crowd has 
denied it. Forcible government taking of 
constitutionally protected private property 
is now just part of the “conversation.”

“Conversation” means they dictate and 
gun owners obey.

Dan Gross of the Brady Campaign has 
bragged that “... the national conversation 
about common sense solutions to gun 
violence continues to gain unprecedented 
momentum.” (Emphasis added.)

Creating hatred for NRA members 
is a major part of Gross’s “national 

conversation.” He praised radical journalist 
Jason Whitlock, who wrote:

“I believe the NRA is the new KKK. 
And that the arming of so many black 
youths, and loading up our community 
with drugs, and then just having an open 
shooting gallery, is the work of people 
who obviously don’t have our best 
interests [at heart].”

Here’s another example from the  
“gun-banner” blog, which quotes the 
Obama 2012 platform stating: “We believe 
in an honest, open national conversation 
about firearms.” Those words are followed 
with this:

“As a violence policy advocate I support 
having reasoned discourse about 
common sense gun laws that will register 
and eventually disarm the public. …”

How about this from Scott Blakeman, 
a left-wing Fox News contributor, as a 
“conversation” opener:

“The National Rifle Association 
essentially harbors terrorists, by resisting  
any attempt to apply sensible regulations  
on gun use.

“… The President must start the  
national conversation about gun violence 
right now.”

But this “conversation” isn’t just about 
semi-auto rifles. Consider the words of 
White House confidant, frequent Obama 
water-carrier and national commentator 
Bob Beckel:

“The culture of violence with handguns 
in this country is out of control. … If it was 
up to me, you’d ban all handguns, every 
one of them. Burn them. Get rid of them.”

Then there is CNN’s Piers Morgan who 
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said flat-out on his Dec. 3 program, “I’d remove every  
gun in America. Boom.” That’s the essence of the  
“national conversation.”

Ask yourself, what is there to talk about? Power for them, 
and the total, ultimate loss of our liberty for us.

For gun owners—especially for NRA members— 
when it comes to the Second Amendment, the truth is 
there is nothing to talk about beyond what the founding 
fathers intended.

The word “conversation” in normal context means 
there’s a give and take. But in the context of “gun control,” 
it will always mean one thing: THEY TAKE, AND WE ARE 
SUPPOSED TO GIVE.

For at least 50 years—beginning with the birth of the 
gun control movement in the United States—the gun-
banners’ part of the “conversation” about the Second 
Amendment was universally the same: “The individual 
right never existed. There is nothing to discuss. It is a fact.”

In their “conversation,” only government had the “right.” 
That “conversation” from the gun-banners didn’t end when 
the U.S. Supreme Court twice upheld an individual right 
to keep and bear arms for all Americans; it just changed. 
They are now saying the right exists, but government can 
infringe the Second Amendment into oblivion.

The one-sided conversation will never end, but the facts 
are on our side. Our part of the conversation is to ask, 
“What don’t you anti-gun opportunists understand  
about ‘No’?” 

After all, the facts, the law, and the Constitution are 
clearly on our side. When it comes to the principle of 
losing freedom, there is nothing to talk about. We must 
stand and fight.

O f f i c i a l  J O u r n a l   American Rifleman | March 2013
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president’s column
By David A. Keene, President

Ignoring Deranged People  
Is Wrong-Headed  
And Dangerous

A few months ago, a mentally unhinged 
New York City woman pushed an Indian 
man she had never met onto the subway 

tracks as a train was approaching. He was 
killed. She claimed she did it because she hates 
Muslims and Hindus. It turned out that she had 
been treated at a New York psychiatric hospital 
and her mother had called police at least five 
times due to her violence at home. She had 
even assaulted a police officer. She was arrested 
at least nine times and either released outright 
or allowed to plead guilty to assault and other 
charges without jail time or remand to a mental 
facility for treatment. 

A violence-prone schizophrenic who refused 
to take her medication, the woman 
was a danger to herself and to her 
community, a fact known to her mother, 
her doctor and to the police. 

Her case is not all that exceptional. 
It hit the papers when she murdered 
a man, just as the cases of the recent 
school and theater murderers became 
news when the time bombs inside the 
perpetrators’ heads went off and they 
ran amok. But in virtually every case 
there were signs that those around them 
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should have noticed. In the case of the Aurora murderer, 
the only person who encountered him and refused to 
deal with him was a gun dealer who suspected that he 
was as crazy as he turned out to be.

Since the mid-1960s, the NRA has been urging 
that government at all levels take steps to force the 
dangerously mentally ill to get treatment or to get 
them off the street. NRA members have argued that 
information on those legally adjudicated as mentally 
ill and potentially dangerous be included in the federal 
databases checked when one purchases a firearm. More 
than 20 states still have failed to input this information—
which means that some people who shouldn’t be 
allowed to purchase any firearm can do so.

Not everyone suffering mental distress, mild 
depression or dozens of other conditions that can, 
and perhaps should, be treated by mental health 
professionals is dangerous. But violent schizophrenics 
and others who often refuse to take the medications 
that allow them to function as part of a civilized society 
should be monitored and kept away from potentially 
dangerous weapons. In recent decades more and more 
people as dangerous as the Newtown murderer and the 
New York subway killer have been “deinstitutionalized.” 
Now, they are either in prison because they have already 
lost control of their emotions, or wandering our streets 
because they haven’t yet committed the sort of violent 
acts that will finally force lax law enforcement and 
mental health bureaucracies to take action.

Had we come to grips with this problem earlier, the 
man who died on the subway tracks in New York would 
be alive. So might the children killed in Newtown in 
December and too many others who have died at the 
hands of deranged killers over the last few decades.

It is impossible to predict who might turn into the next 

It impossible to predict who might turn into 
the next subway killer or school attacker. 
That is why security is so important. ...
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president’s column

Civil and law enforcement authorities should never 
be given the power to willy-nilly categorize people 
as some sort of threat as an excuse to deprive them 
of their Second Amendment rights.

subway killer or school attacker. That’s why security is 
so important and why so many schools already protect 
their students by posting police or armed security 
guards within their schools. But people who notice the 
signs exhibited by the clearly disturbed should bring 
their concerns to the attention of school officials or 
police who, in turn, should act on those concerns.

In fact, predicting who might be mentally dangerous 
is complicated and fraught with dangers of its own of 
which we should be aware. Overreaction should be 
avoided. Civil and law enforcement authorities should 
never be given the power to willy-nilly categorize 
people as some sort of threat as an excuse to deprive 
them of their Second Amendment rights. But there 
are those who are clearly dangerous and ignoring the 
threat they pose is just as dangerous. 

The mothers of the Newtown and New York killers 
knew something had to be done and both tried to  
get the authorities to act. Both failed and as a result  
27 innocents never saw the New Year.
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Since mid-December, gun owners have joined in the nation’s 
grief over the acts of a madman in Newtown, Conn. While the 
media have focused heavily on the Obama administration’s 

push for new restrictions on gun owners’ rights, far less attention has 
been paid to major court actions the week before the horrific crimes; 
those court decisions and arguments may soon let law-abiding 

As Gun-Ban Forces Launch Attacks, Court  
Action Paves the Way for Right to Carry.

Right-to-Carry 
Victory in Court

apartment on the 35th floor of the Park Tower.”
           —Judge Richard Posner

“A Chicagoan is a good deal more likely to be attacked on a sidewalk in a rough neighborhood than in his 
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By Chris W. Cox
NRA-ILA  

Executive Director

residents of several states protect themselves more effectively 
from attacks outside their homes. 

Leading the Right-to-Carry news was a Dec. 11 federal 
appeals court decision striking down Illinois’ near-total ban 
on carrying a firearm for self-defense outside the home. In a 
decision covering the NRA-backed case of Shepard v. Madigan 

Victory in Court

apartment on the 35th floor of the Park Tower.”
           —Judge Richard Posner

“A Chicagoan is a good deal more likely to be attacked on a sidewalk in a rough neighborhood than in his 



and a similar non-NRA case, Moore v. Madigan, a three-judge panel 
of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit rejected the 
often-heard claim that the Second Amendment’s protections apply 
inside the home but not on the street outside. The court called this 
distinction “irrational.” 

The case was brought by Mary E. Shepard, who was seeking to 
exercise her right to self-defense following a brutal beating at the 
hands of a violent criminal. Joining her as a plaintiff was the NRA’s 
state affiliate, the Illinois State Rifle Association. The NRA Institute for 
Legislative Action fully funded the case.

In the court’s opinion, Judge Richard Posner relied heavily on 
the Supreme Court’s decisions in District of Columbia v. Heller 
and McDonald v. City of Chicago. Although Posner himself has 
criticized the Heller decision, he applied it faithfully, writing that the 
defenders of Illinois’ law “ask us to repudiate the [Supreme] Court’s 
historical analysis. That we can’t do.” Posner went on to note that 
Heller “repeatedly invokes a broader Second Amendment right 
than the right to have a gun in one’s home.” Noting the Supreme 
Court’s analysis of the importance of the Second Amendment on 
the 18th-century frontier, he added, “Twenty-first century Illinois 
has no hostile Indians. But a Chicagoan is a good deal more likely 
to be attacked on a sidewalk in a rough neighborhood than in his 
apartment on the 35th floor of the Park Tower.”

Judge Posner went even further, in fact, suggesting that a stalked 
or battered woman might have “a stronger self-defense claim to be 
allowed to carry a gun in public” than at home: “To confine the right 
to be armed to the home is to divorce the Second Amendment from 
the right to self-defense described in Heller and McDonald.” He also 
discussed the Second Amendment’s reference to the right to “bear” 
arms: “To speak of ‘bearing’ arms within one’s home would at all times 
have been an awkward usage. A right to bear arms thus implies a 
right to carry a loaded gun outside the home.” 

Judge Posner—the author of many scholarly books on law 
and economics—also examined the work of economists and 
criminologists who have studied the Right-to-Carry issue. Clearly 
not persuaded that a Right-to-Carry ban benefits public safety, he 
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wrote that “the empirical literature on the effects of allowing the 
carriage of guns in public fails to establish a pragmatic defense 
of the Illinois law.”

The court gave the Illinois legislature 180 days to write a new 
law that complies with the decision, although an appeal could 
stretch that time limit. (At press time, the court had extended the 
state’s deadline for deciding whether to seek a review by the full 
Seventh Circuit.) Illinois has already been the scene of an intense 
campaign by the NRA to pass Right-to-Carry legislation. In 2011, 
a Right-to-Carry bill received a majority vote in the state House, 
but didn’t get over a super-majority hurdle that had been set up 
in a parliamentary move by House Speaker Mike Madigan, at the 
urging of bill opponents.

Coast-to-Coast Court Action 
The Seventh Circuit isn’t the only court considering these issues. 

Just a week before the NRA victory in Shepard v. Madigan, the  
San Francisco-based U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit 
heard several arguments against the abuse of California’s 



permitting structure by local authorities. The NRA-backed 
case of Peruta v. County of San Diego challenges local practices 
in San Diego County, and Richards v. Prieto (a non-NRA case) 
challenges those of northern California’s Yolo County. 

At issue in both cases is the California law that says a 
resident may only receive a carry license by showing “good 
cause.” Today, issuing authorities such as county sheriffs or 
police chiefs have significant leeway in how “good cause” is 
interpreted. Some officials grant nearly every permit when 
the applicant passes a background check, and others impose 
a nearly impossible standard. Further burdening self-defense 
rights, in 2011, California banned the unlicensed open carry 
of unloaded handguns, making it impossible to legally carry a 
handgun for self-defense outside the home without a license.

Representing plaintiff Edward Peruta was former U.S. 
Solicitor General Paul Clement. Clement pointed out that in 
Heller, the Supreme Court clearly did not limit self-defense 
rights to the home. He went on to explain in detail the 
Supreme Court’s analysis of the right to “bear” arms. For 
instance, the Supreme Court stated in Heller that the Second 
Amendment would not prevent restrictions on carrying 
firearms in “sensitive places,” implying that there must be 
some right to do so in places that are not “sensitive.” The 
attorney for San Diego responded by claiming there is a 
strong government interest in restricting carry outside the 
home due to the “deadly nature” of firearms—an argument 
epitomized by his statement that “a handgun with a couple 
of clips is a weapon of mass destruction.”

Also heard before the Ninth Circuit were arguments in  
Baker v. Kealoha, a non-NRA case that challenges Hawaii’s  
near-complete ban on the issuance of concealed carry 
permits. Hawaii’s statute says that a concealed carry permit 
shall be issued only “in an exceptional case” or “where urgency 
or need has been sufficiently indicated,” and gives police 
chiefs arbitrary power to decide whose case is “exceptional.” 
(In practice, no permits are ever issued, a fact that the 
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government’s attorney carefully dodged during the argument.)
Meanwhile, just a week earlier and at the other end of the 

country, the New York City-based U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Second Circuit on Nov. 27 rejected a challenge to that state’s 
requirement—similar to California’s—that a permit applicant 
has “proper cause” to get an unrestricted carry license. (That 
decision was in the non-NRA case of Kachalsky v. County of 
Westchester.) While the Second Circuit noted that “[t]he plain 
text of the Second Amendment does not limit the right to bear 
arms to the home,” it concluded that the right is more limited 
outside the home and that the “proper cause” requirement is 
“substantially related to New York’s interests in public safety  
and crime prevention.”

Finally, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit in 
Richmond, Va., heard arguments on Oct. 24 in another non-NRA 
case, Woollard v. Sheridan. In that case, the state of Maryland 
is appealing a trial court decision striking down the state’s 
requirement that a permit applicant have “good and substantial 
reason to wear, carry, or transport a handgun, such as a finding 
that the permit is necessary as a reasonable precaution against 
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apprehended danger.” Maryland authorities do not traditionally 
consider self-defense a “good or substantial” reason to carry a firearm. 
The NRA has submitted a “friend of the court” brief in the case to 
make clear that “[b]ecause it almost completely forecloses the right 
to carry handguns for self-defense outside the home, Maryland’s 
statute is in conflict with the Second Amendment.”

California’s Second Front
Opening another front in the California Right-to-Carry battle, on 

Sept. 5, a lawsuit backed by the NRA and the California Rifle and 
Pistol Association was filed against Orange County, Calif., and Orange 
County Sheriff Sandra Hutchens. The suit (McKay v. Hutchens) was 
filed in federal court on behalf of several Orange County residents 
who have been denied carry licenses. It challenges Sheriff Hutchens’ 
discriminatory practice of requiring a carry permit applicant to show 
“a special or contemporaneous ‘need’ to defend oneself—something 
more than ‘general concerns about personal safety.’”

The plaintiffs argue that this vague and discriminatory “standard”—
along with the state’s ban on the open carry of unloaded handguns 
and long guns without a license—infringes on “the right of law-
abiding, competent adults to ‘possess and carry weapons in case 
of confrontation,’” as stated in the Heller decision and applied to 
the states in the McDonald decision. The court denied the plaintiffs’ 
motion for an injunction against the discriminatory practices, but  
the result was exactly what we wanted: a fast-track appeal to the 
Ninth Circuit.

With all of these cases pending, the coming weeks and months 
will surely bring significant rulings that affect every American’s right 
to self-defense outside the home. No matter the result, the NRA will 
continue to fight in the courts and in the state legislatures to protect 
the right to self-defense recognized in Heller and so articulately 
described by Judge Posner in the Seventh Circuit’s Shepard ruling. 

A version of this story first appeared in NRA-ILA’s online Legal Update 
newsletter. For the latest news on NRA-ILA’s courtroom battles, sign up 
for Legal Update at www.nraila.org/legalupdate. 
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You Could Be At Risk  
For Identity Theft

The Facts Are In
     Tax fraud incidents have surged—up 72% from last year.1 

     Identity theft affected 11.6 million Americans in 2011.2

     The total cost of identity theft to Americans in 2011 was $18 billion.2

The Threat Is Real 
There are countless ways identity thieves attack. And once they get your information, they could cash in on your 

tax return, or worse, use your stolen tax forms to create a completely new and completely fraudulent identity. Your 

personal information needs a safeguard. 

Protection is Available
LifeLock is the industry-leader in identity theft protection. Members can choose from two tiers of comprehensive 

protection products, as well as add safeguards for children. 

Designed to catch thieves in their tracks, LifeLock® membership offers identity threat detection and alerts†, black 

market website surveillance, address change verification and a whole lot more. 

PROMO CODE: NRA13ADS1-800-LifeLock  |  LifeLock.com

Get 10% Off LifeLock® membership
Plus a 60-Day Money Back Guarantee* 
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“It’s A Weatherby!” 
Managing Editor Aaron Carter’s article 

“The Weatherby Mark V Comes Home” 
(December 2012) really came home 

to me, and I enjoyed the blend of history and 
technical information in the story. My father was 
an avid Weatherby fan, collecting and hunting 
with many of them through the years. The one that 
he was most proud of—he gave it to me before 
passing last year—was a Weatherby Mark V in 
.264 Win. Mag. He often told the story of having 
the gun made by Weatherby via some friends to 
surprise my mom. I am curious if there are any 
others out there, as I did not see it in the list of 
chamberings. 

Roy Weatherby himself provided a 
“Certification of Authenticity” for my dad years 
ago. The rifle, serial number 355XX, was built 
for Weatherby in Germany in October of 1962. 
A Weatherby 6X riflescope was added to the 
rifle at the time of build, and it still works great. I 
took the rifle out after 20 years and the first five 
rounds printed a half-minute-of-angle group at 
100 yds. and rang the gong time after time at 200 
yds.—truly remarkable. Or, as my dad would 
have said, “It’s a Weatherby!” Thanks again for 
the informative article. 

The listing of Weatherby Mark V chamberings 
in the December article  included only current 
offerings.—The Eds.

Brad Biggerstaff, Washington

  C O M M E N T

 S U P P O R T  N R A

READERS WRITE

American Rifleman     March 2013



Fifty-two years after leaving South Gate, 
Calif., production of the Mark V returns to 
Paso Robles. Today’s rifles are, arguably, the 
best iterations of the gun to date.
BY AARON CARTER, Managing Editor

The Weatherby 
Mark V
Comes Home

  S i g n  u p  f o r  A m e r i c A n  r i f l e m A n  D i g i t a l 

 r e n e w / u p g r a D e
American Rifleman     Dec 2012

the weatherby mark v

Photos by Peter Fountain

More on the Web

www.americanrifleman.org
/TopHuntingRifles

othing shoots flatter, hits harder or is more accurate. 
Guaranteed.”  There are few rifle enthusiasts and big-game 
hunters worldwide who wouldn’t recognize the Weatherby 
slogan. Its purpose, however, is more than to simply serve as a 
catchword; it’s a promise that drives the company’s decision-

making process. A recommitment to those stated qualities served as 
the catalyst behind Weatherby’s recent decision to bring home, to Paso 
Robles, Calif., production of the company’s flagship rifle, the Mark V.

Examining The Mark V
Weatherby’s lineage can be traced to the early 1940s, when 

founder Roy Weatherby began wildcatting cartridges with higher 
than traditional velocities. It wasn’t until 1954, though, that he began 
experimenting with an action (and thus a rifle) of his own design. 
His reason for doing so was two-fold. First, being well-versed in the 

N“

I TOOK THE RIFLE OUT AFTER 20 YEARS AND 
THE FIRST FIVE ROUNDS PRINTED A HALF-
MINUTE-OF-ANGLE GROUP AT 100 YDS. AND 
RANG THE GONG TIME AFTER TIME AT 200 
YDS.—TRULY REMARKABLE. OR, AS MY DAD 
WOULD HAVE SAID, “IT’S A WEATHERBY!” 



“Readers Write” affords members an opportunity to comment on material published in American Rifleman. Single-topic 
letters are preferred and may be edited for brevity. Send letters to: Readers Write, NRA Publications, 11250 Waples Mill 
Road, Fairfax, VA 22030-9400 or e-mail us at publications@nrahq.org.

Loading The M1 Garand
Ijust got done reading the “Questions and Answers” section of the latest 

issue. The piece I want to comment on is “Why A Clip For The Garand?” 
(January 2013). In it the original letter writer says how awkward the 

Garand M1 was to load. While I was in basic training back in 1957, I had one, 
and I never found it that hard or awkward to load. The way we were taught to 
load an M1 is to hold it by the balance point in your left hand with the action 
open. You might want to brace the butt of it against your leg. With your right 
hand, place the loaded clip on the follower, holding it in place with your 
thumb and your fingers down alongside the stock and the side of your palm 
against the operating handle, holding the action open. Push the clip in (with 
your thumb) until it locks and let the bolt come forward, pushing your hand 
and fingers out of the way, and you’re on your way. All this is done with your 
rifle pointed in a safe direction, of course.

James n. roBB, Washington

Another Reason For The Clip?
Regarding “Why A Clip For The Garand?” I offer that the eight-round 

en bloc clip was also adopted due to the fact that they fit nicely 
into the pockets of all the numerous issued cartridge belts then in 

service. Adopting a rifle that utilized a detachable box magazine would have 
necessitated a costly and, probably in the view of some, radical modification 
of infantry load-bearing gear. Given the number of M1903 and M1917 rifles 
still being issued, adding another ammunition-carrying system to the mix 
may have been viewed as an unnecessary complication. The change to  
box-magazine-dedicated load-bearing equipment finally came with the  
U.S. M1956 gear, after the M1903s and M1917s were long gone. 

stephen Crane, Wyoming
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How do you make a Savage 

rifle even more accurate? Well, 

as the adage goes, you can’t 

kill what you can’t see, so you 

include a Nikon 3-9x40 BDC 

reticle scope, mounted and bore 

sighted. This unique reticle can

be ballistically matched to your 

exact cartridge using Nikon 

“Spot On” Software. Coinci-

dentally, the price of the New 

package is “Spot On” too.  

See your favorite Savage  

dealer for details.

SAVAGEARMS.COM



American Gothic Colt
Just a year before the outbreak of 

America’s bloodiest conflict, Samuel 
Colt introduced a game-changing 

sixgun, the “New Model Holster” pistol,  
that combined the excellent ergonomics of 
the .36-cal. Model 1851 Navy and the power 
of massive .44-cal. Dragoon revolvers. This 
Union cavalryman, likely pictured with his 
wife, proudly displays a Model 1860 Colt 
cap-and-ball revolver. For more on the 
Model 1860, turn to “Colt’s ‘New Model 
Holster Pistol’ In The Civil War” by noted 
Civil War small arms historian and author 
John D. McAulay starting on p. 110. 
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Late Herb Peck, Jr., collection
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Taurus Acquires 
Diamondback Firearms 

Taurus (www.taurususa.com) has announced 
an agreement for exclusive global distribution 
rights of Diamondback Firearms. Diamondback 

(www.diamondbackfirearms.com) is a Cocoa, Fla.-
based manufacturer best known for its DB380 line of 
.380 ACP-chambered compact pistols. As part of the 
agreement, Taurus will assume all sales and marketing 
responsibilities for Diamondback branded products. 
Taurus, in addition to the firearms imported from its 
Brazilian plants, currently manufactures several pistol 
lines of its own in the United States.



Reported by J. Page

CHICAGO: A local board-certified Ear, 
Nose, Throat (ENT) physician, Dr. S. 
Cherukuri, has just shaken up the 
hearing aid industry with the invention of 
a medical-grade, affordable hearing aid. 
This revolutionary hearing aid is 
designed to help millions of people 
with  hearing loss who cannot 
afford—or do not wish to pay—the 
much higher cost of traditional 
hearing aids. 

Dr. Cherukuri knew that untreated 
hearing loss could lead to depression, 
social isolation, anxiety, and symptoms 
consistent with Alzheimer’s dementia. 
He could not understand why the cost 
for hearing aids was so high when the 
prices on so many consumer 
electronics like TVs, DVD players,  
cell phones and digital cameras  
had fallen. 

Since Medicare and most private 
insurance do not cover the costs of 
hearing aids, which traditionally run 
between $2000-$6000 for a pair, many 
of the doctor’s patients could not afford 
the expense. Dr. Cherukuri’s goal was to 
find a reasonable solution that would 
help with the most common types of 
hearing loss at an affordable price, not 
unlike the “one-size-fits-most” reading 
glasses available at drug stores.

He evaluated numerous hearing devices 
and sound amplifiers, including those 
seen on television. Without fail, almost 
all of these were found to amplify bass/
low frequencies (below 1000 Hz) and not 
useful in amplifying the frequencies 
related to the human voice.

Inspiration from a  
surprising source

The doctor’s inspiration to defeat the 
powers-that-be that kept inexpensive 
hearing aids out of the hands of the 
public actually came from a new cell 
phone he had just purchased. “I felt that 

if someone could devise an affordable 
device like an iPhone® for about $200 
that could do all sorts of things, I 
could create a  hearing aid at a  
similar price.” 

Affordable Hearing Aid  
With Superb Performance
The high cost of hearing aids is a result 
of layers of middlemen and expensive 
unneccesary features. Dr. Cherukuri 
concluded that it would be possible to 
develop a medical grade hearing aid 
without sacrificing the quality of 
components. The result is the 
MDHearingAid PRO®, starting well 
under $200. It has been declared to be 
the best low-cost hearing aid that 
amplifies the range of sounds 
associated with the human voice 
without overly amplifying 
background noise.

Tested By Leading 
Doctors and Audiologists
The MDHearingAid PRO® has been 
rigorously tested by leading ENT 
physicians and audiologists who have 
unanimously agreed that the sound 
quality and output in many cases 
exceeds more expensive hearing aids.

 

Chicago Doctor Invents Affordable Hearing Aid  
Outperforms Many Higher Priced Hearing Aids

l Designed By A Board Certified Ear, Nose and Throat (ENT) Doctor
l Doctor-Recommended, Audiologist-Tested
l HHHHH Top rated hearing aid online—thousands  

of satisfied customers
l FDA-Registered
l Save Up To 90%
l Free Shipping Available
l Batteries Included! Comes Ready To Use
l 100% Money Back Guarantee

Doctors and patients agree:  
“BEST QUALITY SOUND”  

“LOWEST AFFORDABLE PRICE”
“I have been wearing hearing aids for 
over 25 years and these are the best  
behind-the-ear aids I have tried. Their 
sound quality rivals that of my $3,000 
custom pair of Phonak Xtra digital 
ITE” —Gerald Levy

“I have a $2,000 Resound Live hearing 
aid in my left ear and the MDHearingAid 
PRO® in the right ear. I am not able to 
notice a significant difference in 
sound quality between the two 
hearing aids.” — Dr. May, ENT Physician

 “We ordered two hearing aids for my 
mother on Sunday, and the following 
Wednesday they were in our mailbox! 
Unbelievable! Now for the best part—
they work so great, my mother says she 
hasn’t heard so good for many years, 
even with her $2,000 digital! It was so 
great to see the joy on her face. She is 
90 years young again.” —Al Peterson 

Proudly assembled 
in the USA. 

45 DAY RISK 
FREE TRIAL

“Perhaps the best quality-to- 
price ratio in the hearing aid 
industry” – Dr. Babu, M.D.  
Board Certified ENT Physician 

100% 
money back  
guarantee

For the Lowest 
Price  

Call Today  
1-800-873-0680 

Phone Lines Open 24 Hours  
EvERY DAY 

www.MDHearingAid.com/EQ74

Use Offer Code EQ74 to get
FREE Batteries for a Full Year!

FREE Shipping Available
BBB RATING A

ADVERTISEMENT
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Winchester Unveils Fastest, Most 
Powerful Modern Rimfire Cartridge

With performance rivaling that of center-fire rifle 
cartridges, Winchester’s new .17 Winchester Super 
Magnum (WSM) rimfire gives small game hunters 

a more affordable option—from $15 to $20 per 50—for mid-
range ammunition. Advertised to achieve 3000 f.p.s. velocity, the 
cartridge is designed to offer flatter trajectories and less wind 
deflection than traditional rimfire cartridges, thereby surpassing 
them in downrange effectiveness. The .17 WSM will come in 
three bullet types: a 20-gr. plastic tip in the Varmint HV (High 
Velocity) line, a 25-gr. plastic tip in the Varmint HE (High Energy) 
line and a 20-gr. jacketed hollow point for the Super-X series. 
www.winchester.com

www.lesbaer.com

See our entire line of
high performance custom rifles and pistols at…

That's why discriminating shooters whose jobs, professional success or personal safety depend on super accurate,
super dependable firearms are willing to stake their lives and their livelihoods on Les Baer Custom 1911 pistols.
From cops, tactical operators and military special ops guys to firearms trainers and serious competitors, they know
that Les Baer 1911s have been delivering superior performance and unquestioned reliability for more than a
quarter-century. More than thirty custom 1911 models are available, all combining traditional 1911 toughness with
Les Baer's trademark craftsmanship and attention to detail.
Models include:

www.lesbaer.com Performance. It’s Everything.

1804 Iowa Drive • LeClaire, Iowa 52753
Ph: 563-289-2126 • Fx: 563-289-2132

Email: info@lesbaer.comOffice Hours: 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM Central Time
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1911 line.
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More than twenty models of breathtakingly accurate rifles in multiple
caliber choices, barrel lengths and mission-specific options, including:

.308 Cal Monolith SWAT Model With Mid-Length Barrel

.223 or .204 Ruger Super Varmint Model
Les Baer CustomMonolith

.308 Semi-Auto SWAT
Model

Les Baer Custom
AR Super

Varmint Rifle
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Editor’s Choice 
Barnes TAC-XPD

Barnes’ new TAC-XPD defensive handgun 
ammunition is loaded with coated  
TAC-XP bullets, which are designed to 

retain up to 100 percent of their original weight 
for deep, straight-line penetration, even through 
FBI-prescribed barriers. Typical expansion is 
two times the bullet’s starting diameter, with the 
resulting mushroom exhibiting six uniform petals. 
Additionally, TAC-XPD cases feature Barnes’ new 
Techni-Chrom coating to improve feeding, and 
low-flash propellants are used to preserve the 
shooter’s vision in low-light conditions. Barnes 
TAC-XPD will initially be offered in 20-count 
boxes of: 80-gr., .380 ACP; 115-gr., 9 mm Luger +P; 
140-gr., .40 S&W; and 185-gr., .45 ACP. Price: $29 
to $35. Contact: Barnes Bullets (Dept. AR), 38 N. 
Frontage Road, Mona, UT 84645; (435) 856-1000; 
www.barnesbullets.com.

—AAron CArter, MAnAging editor
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Ruger BX-25 x2  
Magazine For 10/22 Rifles 

Literally building on the success of its long-
anticipated BX-25 factory extended magazine 
for the 10/22 rifle, Ruger has upped the ante 

by mating two BX-25 right halves to an intermediate 
section, resulting in a single magazine that holds a 
total of 50 rounds. After firing 25 rounds, the shooter 
simply flips the magazine end-for-end to fire another 
25 rounds. The BX-25 x2 features stainless steel, 
constant force springs that lift cartridges on red, high-
lubricity, polyacetal followers to send them through 
stainless steel feed lips toward the chamber at the 
ideal 30-degree angle. The BX-25 x2, which is made 
of black polymer, can be disassembled for cleaning 
with a 3/32" Allen wrench. An included rubber 
cover protects the end not inserted in the firearm. 
Like the BX-25, the new magazine also fits SR-22 
semi-automatic and 77/22 bolt-action rifles 
and Charger pistols. Price: $55. Contact: 
Sturm, Ruger & Co., Inc. (Dept. AR), 411 
Sunapee St., Newport, NH 03773; (603) 
865-2442; www.ruger.com.

On Purchases of $400 or more with your Country Home Products/DR Power credit card made 
between 2/1/13 and 3/28/13. A $29 Promotion Fee may be charged. Equal Monthly Payments 
Required for 36 months.
* Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. A promo fee will be charged and included in the promo purchase 

balance equal to $29 for purchases of $800 or more. No monthly interest will be charged on promo purchase balance (including related promo fee) and fi xed monthly pay-
ments are required equal to 2.78% of initial promo purchase amount until promo is paid in full. The fi  xed monthly payment will be rounded up to the next highest whole 
dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promo-
tional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 23.99%; Minimum Monthly interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their 
applicable terms. Subject to credit approval.
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1-800-790-6548 
www.DRfi eldbrush.com 

Call for a FREE DVD and Catalog!
TOLL
FREE

Heavy-Duty 
Built to last!

 TRY A DR® FIELD and BRUSH MOWER WITH OUR

6-MONTH TRIAL!
CLEAR & MAINTAIN meadows, pastures, 
roadsides, fencelines, walking paths, and underbrush 
from woodlots with ease!

CUT tall grass, weeds, brush, brambles, sumac – 
including tough saplings up to 3" thick!

CHOP/MULCH most of what you cut, leaving 
NO TANGLE of material to trip over or pick up 

like you get with hand-held brush cutters.

SELF-PROPELLED AND 
TOW-BEHIND MODELS 

AVAILABLE

77
60

0X
 ©

 2
01

3

NEW Lower-Priced Models!

Call for a FREE DVD and Catalog! Call for a FREE DVD and Catalog! Call for a FREE DVD and Catalog!

77
60

2X
 ©

 2
01

3

77
60

4X
 ©

 2
01

3

©
 2

01
3

77
60

1X
 ©

 2
01

3

The new DR® RapidFire™ Log Splitter slices 
through logs in under two seconds—up to six times 
faster than ordinary log splitters. We’ve replaced 
hydraulics with two hefty cast iron fl ywheels that 
generate massive splitting 
force. Split dense hardwoods 
up to 30" in diameter.

PATENT 
PENDING

ONE LOG, 
ONE SECOND.

Call for a FREE DVD and Catalog!

hydraulics with two hefty cast iron fl ywheels that 

800-790-6548 
DRlogsplitters.com

800-790-6548 
DRchipper.com

800-790-6548 
DRpowertrailer.com

TOLL-FREE TOLL-FREE TOLL-FREE

WORLD’S 
FASTEST
SPLITTER!

CHIPPER/
SHREDDERS

Devour all your yard and garden waste...
and chip tree branches up to 4-1/2" thick!

Outstanding Mulching AND 
Chipping Power!

 SHRED GREEN 
MATERIALS, LEAVES 
& MORE into weed-
smothering, soil-enriching 
organic mulch.

POWERFUL ENGINES 
UP TO 18HP

MAKE NUTRIENT-
RICH COMPOST 
in just 14 days!

TRACTOR OWNERS! 
3-Point Hitch model 
also available.

Introducing the All-New

Power 
loading!

• 1-TON capacity
• Swinging boom
• Tandem wheels 

• Fully Galvanized
•  Powerful winch 

lifts nearly 1/4 ton
•  Dump Bed and Stake Bed included
• Perfect for ATV’s and Compact Tractors!

The DR® VERSA-TRAILER™ is the FIRST 
trailer designed to take the hard work out of 
loading and unloading!

Boom-Lift 
Trailer!

Amazing NEW

440 lb.
LIFTING
CAPACITY

1-Ton Model shown
1/2-Ton Model 
also available.



On Purchases of $400 or more with your Country Home Products/DR Power credit card made 
between 2/1/13 and 3/28/13. A $29 Promotion Fee may be charged. Equal Monthly Payments 
Required for 36 months.
* Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. A promo fee will be charged and included in the promo purchase 

balance equal to $29 for purchases of $800 or more. No monthly interest will be charged on promo purchase balance (including related promo fee) and fi xed monthly pay-
ments are required equal to 2.78% of initial promo purchase amount until promo is paid in full. The fi  xed monthly payment will be rounded up to the next highest whole 
dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promo-
tional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 23.99%; Minimum Monthly interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their 
applicable terms. Subject to credit approval.

NOMONTHLY
INTEREST*36

MONTHS

1-800-790-6548 
www.DRfi eldbrush.com 

Call for a FREE DVD and Catalog!
TOLL
FREE

Heavy-Duty 
Built to last!

 TRY A DR® FIELD and BRUSH MOWER WITH OUR

6-MONTH TRIAL!
CLEAR & MAINTAIN meadows, pastures, 
roadsides, fencelines, walking paths, and underbrush 
from woodlots with ease!

CUT tall grass, weeds, brush, brambles, sumac – 
including tough saplings up to 3" thick!

CHOP/MULCH most of what you cut, leaving 
NO TANGLE of material to trip over or pick up 

like you get with hand-held brush cutters.

SELF-PROPELLED AND 
TOW-BEHIND MODELS 

AVAILABLE

77
60

0X
 ©

 2
01

3

NEW Lower-Priced Models!

Call for a FREE DVD and Catalog! Call for a FREE DVD and Catalog! Call for a FREE DVD and Catalog!

77
60

2X
 ©

 2
01

3

77
60

4X
 ©

 2
01

3

©
 2

01
3

77
60

1X
 ©

 2
01

3

The new DR® RapidFire™ Log Splitter slices 
through logs in under two seconds—up to six times 
faster than ordinary log splitters. We’ve replaced 
hydraulics with two hefty cast iron fl ywheels that 
generate massive splitting 
force. Split dense hardwoods 
up to 30" in diameter.

PATENT 
PENDING

ONE LOG, 
ONE SECOND.

Call for a FREE DVD and Catalog!

hydraulics with two hefty cast iron fl ywheels that 

800-790-6548 
DRlogsplitters.com

800-790-6548 
DRchipper.com

800-790-6548 
DRpowertrailer.com

TOLL-FREE TOLL-FREE TOLL-FREE

WORLD’S 
FASTEST
SPLITTER!

CHIPPER/
SHREDDERS

Devour all your yard and garden waste...
and chip tree branches up to 4-1/2" thick!

Outstanding Mulching AND 
Chipping Power!

 SHRED GREEN 
MATERIALS, LEAVES 
& MORE into weed-
smothering, soil-enriching 
organic mulch.

POWERFUL ENGINES 
UP TO 18HP

MAKE NUTRIENT-
RICH COMPOST 
in just 14 days!

TRACTOR OWNERS! 
3-Point Hitch model 
also available.

Introducing the All-New

Power 
loading!

• 1-TON capacity
• Swinging boom
• Tandem wheels 

• Fully Galvanized
•  Powerful winch 

lifts nearly 1/4 ton
•  Dump Bed and Stake Bed included
• Perfect for ATV’s and Compact Tractors!

The DR® VERSA-TRAILER™ is the FIRST 
trailer designed to take the hard work out of 
loading and unloading!

Boom-Lift 
Trailer!

Amazing NEW

440 lb.
LIFTING
CAPACITY

1-Ton Model shown
1/2-Ton Model 
also available.
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Hazard 4 Kato Shoulder Bag

These days, mobile media platforms such 
as laptops and iPads can be found farther 
afield than ever, and these valuable devices 

are in need of safe and efficient carriers. The Kato 
shoulder bag from Hazard 4 borrows features from 
professional/tactical equipment—MOLLE webbing, 
multiple pockets/pouches, durable construction—
and combines them with a special compartment with 
the form and padding required to securely transport 
tablets and computers. Additional features include 

Velcro panel for ID tags and patches, lockable 
zipper sliders and a fold-down 

administration tray with document 
window. Price: $100 to $123 based 

on color/pattern options. Contact: 
Hazard 4 (Dept. AR), 235 E. 
Broadway, Suite 210, Long Beach, 
CA 90802; (626) 344-1454; 
www.hazard4.com.



Iwasn’t looking for trouble. I sat in a café, sipping my espresso and
enjoying the quiet. Then it got noisy. Mr. Bigshot rolled up in

a roaring high-performance Italian sports car, dropping attitude
like his $22,000 watch made it okay for him to be rude. That’s
when I decided to roll up my sleeves and teach him a lesson.

“Nice watch,” I said, pointing to his and holding up mine. He
nodded like we belonged to the same club. We did, but he liter-
ally paid 100 times more for his membership. Bigshot bragged
about his five-figure purchase, a luxury heavyweight from the
titan of high-priced timepieces. I told him that mine was the
Stauer Corso, a 27-jewel automatic classic now available for
only $179. And just like that, the man was at a loss for words.     

Think of Stauer as the “Robin Hood of Watchmakers.” We believe
everyone deserves a watch of uncompromising precision, impressive
performance and the most elegant styling. You deserve a watch that can
hold its own against the luxury classics for a fraction of the price. You’ll feel
the quality as soon as you put it on your wrist. This is an expertly-
crafted time machine... not a cry for attention.    

Wear a mechanical masterpiece for only $179! We surveyed our customers.
As intelligent, high net worth individuals, they have outgrown the need to
show off. They have nothing to prove; they already proved it. They want
superb quality and astonishing value. And that’s exactly what we deliver.

The Stauer Corso is proof that the worth of a watch doesn’t depend on the size of its
price tag. Our factory spent over $40 million on Swiss-made machinery to insure 
the highest quality parts. Each timepiece takes six months and over 200 individual
precision parts to create the complex assembly. Peer through the exhibition back to
see the 27-jeweled automatic movement in action and you’ll understand why we can
only offer the Corso in a limited edition of 14,999. 

Our specialty is vintage automatic movements. The Corso is driven by a self-
winding design, inspired by a 1923 patent. Your watch will never need batteries.
Every second of power is generated by the movement of your body. The black dial
features a trio of date complications including a graphic day/night display. The Corso
secures with a two-toned stainless steel bracelet and is water-resistant to 3 ATM.

Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. Test drive the Stauer Corso. If you don’t love
it, send it back within 30 days and we’ll refund every dollar of your purchase price.
Spending more doesn’t make you smarter. But saving thousands on a watch this 
stunning will leave you feeling (and looking) like a genius! 

27-jeweled Vertex automatic movement  -  Interior dials  -  Transparent caseback  -  Dual-toned stainless steel case and bracelet band fits wrists 6 ½"–9"

A Stauer Exclusive Not Sold in Stores 
Ostentatious Overpriced Competitors Price $14,575.00

Stauer’s Corso Timepiece......... only $179 +S&P
PLUS receive our Stauer Flyboy Optics™ Sunglasses FREE— a $99 value!
Call now to take advantage of this fantastic offer with our 30-day money back guarantee.

1-800-859-1626
Promotional Code CSW297-03
Please mention this code when you call.

14101 Southcross Drive W.,
Dept. CSW297-03

Burnsville, Minnesota 55337
www.stauer.com

Stauer®

How to Outsmart
a Millionaire
Only the “Robin Hood of Watchmakers” can steal
the spotlight from a luxury legend for under $200!

Exclusive
OFFER!

Order the
Stauer Corso

and these
Stauer Flyboy 

Optics™

Sunglasses (a
$99 value) are
yours FREE! 

Polarized with 
UV protection

Rating of A+

Scan for additional
information on the 
Corso Timepiece 

Limited
Edition…

Order
Today!

ADVERTISEMENT
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Smith & Wesson  
Shooting Jacket

Combining vintage military design with 
modern active-wear features, the Smith 
& Wesson Shooting Jacket is a stylish and 

discreet outer garment well-suited for concealed 
carry. Tough nylon canvas construction, with a 
water-resistant finish, makes the jacket appropriate 
for cool or inclement weather. Gun-friendly 
features such as internal concealment pockets and 
elastic retention bands for shells, 
magazines, flashlights, etc., are 
subtle yet provide armed citizens 
with specialized carry options 
not available in typical coats. 
Firearm-specific details include 
S&W branded snaps, hammer 
spur zipper pulls and revolver 
blueprint lining. Available in 
black, walnut or olive green. Price: 
$280. Contact: Smith & Wesson 
Apparel; Wild Things, LLC (Dept. 
AR), 449 Thames St., Suite 400, 
Newport, RI 02840; (877) 984-4647; 
www.wildthingsgear.com.
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Krebs Custom Extended  
SIG 550-Series Rifle Safety

SIG Sauer 550-series rifle owners will want to take note 
of Krebs Custom, Inc.’s new Extended Safety Lever for 
SIG 550-series rifles. This easily installed lever offers 

improved ergonomics and performance from the original. To 
change simply drive out the roll pin that retains the existing 
lever, remove and replace it with the Krebs Extended Lever 
and install the roll pin back in place. This quality part is 
made from 6061-T2 aluminum and anodized in conformance 
with Mil-Spec MIL-A-8625, Type III, Class 2 Black, with a 
2.0 mil coating thickness. Price: $44. Contact: Krebs Custom 
(Dept. AR), 1000 Rand Road, No. 106, Wauconda, IL 60084;  
(847) 487-7776; www.krebscustom.com.
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Mechanix MPACT Gloves

Designed to protect hands no matter the 
situation or environment, Mechanix MPACT 
gloves improve the original 

Mechanix glove design, 
which is already a favorite 
among soldiers. Features 
include rubber guards 
that protect knuckles 
and fingers from impact, 
tacky grip material 
for improved 
purchase and 
intelligent 
construction—
including 
moisture wicking 
fabric, double-
layer reinforcement 
in high-wear areas 
and impact/vibration 
absorbing material in 
palms. As well, the MPACT 
gloves retain the excellent 
dexterity exhibited in other 
Mechanix gloves. Price: $35. 
Contact: Mechanix Wear, Inc. 
(Dept. AR), 28525 Witherspoon Parkway, Valencia, CA 
91355; (800) 222-4296; www.mechanix.com.



Grass Seed Is
For The Birds!
Stopwastingmoney, time
andwork sowing new grass
seed each spring, only
to see birds eat the seed –
or rainwash it away –
before it can root. Plant a
genuine Amazoy™Zoysia
lawn fromour living Plugs
only once… and never plant a new lawn again!

Zoysia Grows Where
Other Grass Doesn’t!
Zoysia is the perfect choice for hard-to-cover spots,
areas that are play-worn or have partial shade, and
for stopping erosion on slopes. North, South, East,
West – Zoysiawill grow in any soil, no ifs, ands or buts!

Eliminates Endless
Weeds And Weeding!
Nomore pulling out weeds by hand or weeds
sprouting up all over your lawn. Zoysia Plugs spread
into a dense, plush, deep-rooted, established lawn
that drives out unwanted growth and stops crab-
grass and summer weeds from germinating.

Environmentally Friendly,
No Chemicals Needed!
Noweeding means no chemicals. You’ll never
have to spray poisonous pesticides and weed
killers again! Zoysia lawns are safer for the
environment, as well as for family and pets!

Cuts Watering & Mowing
By As Much As 2/3!
Many established
Zoysia lawns only
need to be
mowed once or
twice a season.
Watering is rarely,
if ever, needed –
even in summer!

Stays Green In Summer
Through Heat & Drought!
When ordinary lawns brown up in summer heat and
drought, your Zoysia lawn stays green and beautiful.
The hotter it gets, the better it grows. Zoysia thrives
in blistering heat (120˚), yet it won’t winter-kill to 30˚
below zero. It only goes off its green color after killing
frosts, but color returns with consistent spring
warmth. Zoysia is the perfect choice for water
restrictions and drought areas!

Our Customers Love
Their Zoysia Lawns!
One of our typical customers,Mrs.M.R.Mitter of
PA, wrote how “I’ve never watered it, onlywhen
I put the Plugs in… Last summerwe had itmowed
2 times...When everybody’s lawns here are brown
fromdrought, ours just stays as green as ever!”

Order Now And Save!
ThemoreAmazoy™Zoysia Plugs you order, themore
you SAVE! And remember, once your Zoysia lawn is
established, you’ll have an endless supply of newPlugs
for plantingwherever you need them.Order now!

SAVE When You Grow
A Zoysia Lawn From Plugs!

SAVE When You Grow
A Zoysia Lawn From Plugs!

GRASS SEED WILL NEVER GROW A LAWN LIKE THIS!
Save Water! Save Time! Save Work! Save Money!

Zoysia thrives in
partial shade to

full sun!

Order Now! www.ZoysiaFarms.com/mag

FREE Shipping On Larger Quantities!
Get Up To 900 Plugs — FREE!

Order Now and Save Over 50% -- Harvested Daily From Our Farms And Shipped To You Direct!

Name
Address
City State
Zip Phone

Write price of order here $

Md. residents add 6% tax $

Shipping $

ENCLOSED TOTAL $

Mail to: ZOYSIA FARM NURSERIES
3617 Old Taneytown Road, Taneytown, MD 21787

Card # Exp. Date

Payment method
(check one)

� Check � MO
� MasterCard
� Visa

# PLUGS

150

500

750

1100

1500

+ FREE Plugs

__

+ 100

+ 150

+ 400

+ 900

__

Free
Step-on Plugger

Free
Step-on Plugger

Free Amazoy
Power Auger

Free Amazoy
Power Auger AND
Step-on Plugger

YourPRICE

$ 14.95

$45.60

$74.50

$99.10

$147.50

+ Shipping

$ 5.00

$ 7.00

$10.00
FREE

$15.00
FREE

$25.00
FREE

YOU SAVE
__

$27.20

$45.20

$100.40

$171.70

Please send me guaranteed Amazoy plug packs as marked: Dept. 5061

We ship all orders the same day plugs are packed at earliest correct planting time in your area.

� �

Saves time, work and effort whenmaking holes for Plugs!

PLANTING
TOOL

With Order of 500 Plugs or More!FREE!
To ensure best results, we ship you living sheets of genuine
Amazoy™Zoysia Grass, harvested direct from our farms. Plugs are
not cut all the way through. Before planting, simply finish the
separation by cutting 1"-sq. Plugs with shears or knife. Then follow
the included easy instructions to plant Plugs into small plug holes
about a foot apart. Our guarantee and planting method are your
assurance of lawn success backed by more than 5 decades of
specialized lawn experience.

Each Zoysia Plug You Plant In Your Soil Is
GUARANTEED TO GROW

Within 45 Days Or We’ll Replace It FREE!

©2013 Zoysia Farm Nurseries, 3617 Old Taneytown Rd, Taneytown, MD 21787

Not shipped outside the USA or into WA or OR

Meyer Zoysia Grass was perfected by
the U.S. Gov’t, released in cooperation with
the U.S. Golf Association as a superior grass.

Amazoy is the trademark registered U.S.
Patent Office for our Meyer Zoysia grass.

www.ZoysiaFarms.com/mag

We ship at the best
planting time for you!
We ship at the best
planting time for you!

Quantity +FREE
Planting Tool

� Extra Step-on Plugger $8.95 + $3 Shipping � Extra Amazoy Power AugerTM for 3/8” Drill $24.95 +$5 Shipping

Zoysia Lawns are
thick, dense and lush!
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SECOND SHOTS

Civilian Marksmen Evaluate The M14 Rifle
The rifle was fired standing, sitting, and prone at distances from 100 

yds. to 600 yds., in slow-fire as well as sustained fire.
It is my conclusion that the weapon is vastly superior, at this stage 

of its development, to the M1 rifle which I test fired in 1939, and that any U.S. 
troops armed with the M14 will be capable of delivering very effective fire under 
practically every condition.

All that remains to be done, in my opinion, is to provide means for every 
physically fit male in the age bracket of 18-65 years to qualify annually 
at least as a Marksman with this fine weapon. Such an achievement will 
materially strengthen the physical as well as the mental and moral fiber of 
our nation, contributing greatly to its defense.

—IrvIne C. Porter, nrA exeCutIve CounCIl

[March 1963]

Porter, a lifelong competitor at Camp Perry, was also NRA President from 1959 to 1961. —The Eds.

50 Years Ago



Introducing the newest member of 
the CENTERFIRE™  family.

MSRP$129
 

Designed specifically for the Ruger® LCR®.

Learn more at www.lasermax.com
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AMERICAN RIFLEMAN TELEVISION

The History Of The Gun 

E ver shot a matchlock? How about a wheellock? Well, we did—
along with dozens and dozens of other firearms—for one of the 
most ambitious projects we have undertaken on the show. This 

month,  American Rifleman’s editors and National Firearms Museum 
curators cover the development of firearms from the discovery of 
gunpowder all the way up to today in four all-new episodes. Check 
your local listings for times and tune in Wednesday nights on the 
Outdoor Channel.

Wednesday, March 6
Feature .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..History Of The Gun, Part I
Rifleman Review. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . SIG Sauer M11-A1 9 mm Pistol
I Have This Old Gun.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..Ortgies Pocket Pistols

Wednesday, March 13
Feature .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. History Of The Gun, Part II
Rifleman Review. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. EAA .22 Long Rifle Carbine 

     I Have This Old Gun. .. .. .. .. .. .. Bushmaster M17S Bullpup Rifle
Wednesday, March 20

Feature .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. History Of The Gun, Part III
Rifleman Review. .. .. .. .. .. .. .T/C Dimension Switch-Barrel Rifle
I Have This Old Gun.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. Johnson Model of 1941 Rifle

Wednesday, March 27
Feature .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .  History Of The Gun, Part IV
Rifleman Review. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..Savage Rascal .22 Long Rifle 
I Have This Old Gun.. .. .. .. .. .. .. Russian RPD Light Machinegun
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PATENTED DESIGN easily fills in potholes, 
smoothes washboard.
POWERED ACTUATOR controls grading depth 
with a remote control.
LOOSENS AND REDISTRIBUTES composite 
driveway surfaces without the need to haul, 
shovel, or rake new material.
CARBIDE-TIPPED 
SCARIFYING 
teeth loosen the 
hardest surfaces.

Turn A Rough 
Driveway Into 
A Smooth Ride. 

Tows behind your 
ATV or Lawn Tractor!

DR® POWER GRADER

Call for a FREE DVD and Catalog! Call for a FREE DVD and Catalog! Call for a FREE DVD and Catalog!

800-790-6548 
DRtrimmer.com

800-790-6548
DRpowergrader.com

800-790-6548
DRTreeChopper.com

Call for a FREE DVD and Catalog!

36
MONTH
FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

For details please 
 call or visit online.
Limited time offer.

is like a pipe cutter for trees!
Attach the Tree-Chopper™ to your ATV and drive
into trees up to 4" thick. Circular discs slice 
through the trunk, while a rear trailing blade 
shears the stump fl ush to the ground.

•  CUT UP TO 300 TREES PER HOUR
•  ELIMINATE RED CEDAR, MESQUITE 

and other invasive trees.
•  CUT TREES UP TO 4" IN DIAMETER 

fl ush to the ground.

The Patented 

DR® TREE-CHOPPER™

The Fastest, Easiest Way EVER to

HALT 
INVASIVE TREES

•  8 Models to choose from!

•  Now with wider 22" cut!

•  Commercial quality Subaru 
Overhead Cam engines 
available! 

Power up hills...over bumpy ground...
and through waist-high weeds!

DR® TRIMMER
MOWER

available! available! 

INTRODUCTORY
OFFER

$34999
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Doggin’ It
Few experiences combine the beauty 

of nature, the thrill of the hunt and 
the enjoyment of shooting as well 

as a Western varmint hunt. It is one of the 
opportunities where, given the right location, 
targets are plentiful and marksmanship is 
put the test. All the while, big sky and big 
mountains provide a picturesque backdrop. 
In June of 2012 I had the opportunity to visit 
Silver Spur Ranch near Encampment, Wyo., 
and take part in just such a hunt. The bag 
was prairie dogs, ground squirrels and other 
burrowing pests, and we ranged the ranch’s 
fields and high pastures trying to thin the 
booming varmint population. Thanks to leads 
from the ranch’s staff, I was able to put a lot of 
rounds downrange and I’m happy to report that 
all the gear—including Browning X-Bolt rifles 
in .223 Rem. and .22-250 Rem. and Bushnell 
Legend-series riflescopes and binoculars—
was up to the task. Of course, it takes more 
than a good rifle to make a great experience, 
so here is some of the equipment that helped 
me handle the elements and stay on target.

—Joseph L. KurtenbACh, AssoCiAte editor 
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Stoney Point Tripod  
With V-Yoke

An expedient and transportable rest 
or support is crucial to making 
long shots on small targets. After 

experimenting with several types of 
sand bags and shooting sticks I found a 
system that really worked for me. Using 
the Stoney Point Polecat tripod and 
the V-yoke adaptor I had a portable 
rest that was sturdy and adaptable 
for different shooting positions or 
terrain. The tripod has telescoping 
legs to counter uneven ground and 
accommodate seated, kneeling or 
standing shooting positions. The 
V-yoke provided sound support 
without being restrictive, and the 
adaptor—attached by two detents 
in the tripod’s collar—could 
traverse 360 degrees without 
moving the tripod, making it an 
ideal system for covering large 
target areas.  
www.stoneypoint.com



Hornady Superformance Varmint

I tend not to get overly excited about products 
performing as advertised, but when Hornady’s .223 
Rem. Superformance Varmint ammunition delivered 

on its promise to push its 35-gr. NTX bullet at 4000 f.p.s. 
the results had my attention. With one of these rounds 
in the chamber, easily identified by the bullet’s copper-
colored tip, time between trigger press and target down 
seemed instantaneous. I was hooked after one shot by the 
cartridge’s velocity and accuracy, and it was the only .223 
Rem. ammunition I used for the remainder of the hunt. Like 
other V-Max loads the round’s trajectory was very flat and 
the non-lead alloy core, polymer-tipped bullet delivered 
quick, reliable expansion. www.hornady.com
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BLACKHAWK!  
Tonto Light Hikers

Sore feet can sour any event so a good pair of 
boots is always important, especially among 
the rocks and scrub of southern Wyoming. 

Tanto Light Hikers from Blackhawk proved to 
be great all-around, light-duty boots. The sole 
has large, multi-directional lugs for stability 
and traction and both the heel and toe cap 
are reinforced for protection. The body is 
constructed of Nubuck suede and breathable 
nylon mesh. The molded OrthoLite insole 
provides cushioning and structure, is made 
with breathable, antimicrobial materials and 
is washable without risking effectiveness or 
longevity. Instead of laces the Tonto makes 
use of an elastic cord and cinch, a very simple 
system that provides adequate fitting.  
www.blackhawk.com  



Hoppe’s Viper and Venom

Firing hundreds of rounds in a day can be dirty 
work, and with more shooting on the horizon I knew 
cleaning and conditioning my rifle was essential to 

maintain peak performance. Hoppe’s Viper Boresnake and 
Venom gun cleaner and gun oil solutions make the process 
quick and easy. By applying a bit of Venom cleaner on the 
front of the Boresnake and a few drops of oil on the tail, 
the Viper becomes a one-pass wonder. The Viper has a 
brass weight to drop down the barrel—from chamber to 
muzzle—followed by a small body section for cleaner and 
solvent, an integral bore brush, a large swabbing surface 
and a final portion for lubricant and conditioner. One pull 
coats the barrel in cleaner, scrubs with the rigid brush 
and body and applies protectant. Viper Boresnakes are 
available from .22 cal. to 12. ga. www.hoppes.com

I carry.
carry on

It ’s my choice. It ’s my right. It ’s my Taurus.
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Scan to see Jessie in action.
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www.SneakyPeteHolsters.com

Wear                            you want Whatever

Concealed carry has 
never been so easy.

Whenever you want

Gargoyles Glasses

All shooters know eye protection is a must, and when hunting under 
the sun for hours at a time, UV and ballistic protection need to 
be considered. For the trip to Wyoming I donned my Cardinal 

ballistic glasses from Gargoyles Eyewear. Their frames utilize Toric 
curved lenses, which are designed to deliver clear, undistorted views 
while still providing 210 degrees of protection around the eyes. The lenses 
are a smoky green color which is intended to improve target/background 
contrast, especially for moving objects, similar to yellow shooting glasses. 
Additionally, a special polymer blend developed by Carl Zeiss Vision 
gives the lenses ballistic defense qualities as well as total UV protection. 
Gargoyles glasses look great, perform in the field and come with a hard 
case that makes them easy to transport. www.gargoyleseyewear.com



GunVault’s new TacVault safe 
sets the standard for discreet, secure 
storage and lightning-quick access 
to your AR or tactical style shotgun.  
Designed to accommodate a single 
long gun with extended grip or 
magazine, the TacVault can be 
secured into most standard closets 
and features a high strength, 
pry-resistant locking mechanism. 
Instant access is granted through 
 a choice of either digital keypad or 
patented Biometric lock—both 
models offering reliability, security 
 and convenience.

GunVault.com
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RANDOM SHOTS

New Life For An Old Veteran: James River M1 Garand Restoration

From its induction into the armed forces in 1936 until 
mustering out 24 years later, almost 6 million M1 Garands 
were produced by Springfield Armory and Winchester 

Repeating Arms Co. throughout World War II, joined by 
International Harvester and Harrington & Richardson during the 
Korean Conflict. Needless to say, with wartime use that extended 
into Vietnam, few Garands encountered today are in “as-issued” 
condition. And yet, that was exactly what I saw a few years ago, 
at the 2009 NRA Convention in Phoenix, Ariz. But these pristine 
examples were not in Collector’s Hall. They were on display in 
the booth of James River Mfg., an M1 restoration service started 
in 2007 by Mark Hartman.

The company’s restoration skills garnered my attention, for 
I had a rather haggard World War II-era Springfield Armory 
Garand that had been sent to Denmark in the 1950s, and 
eventually to me via the Civilian Marksmanship Program 
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New Life For An Old Veteran: James River M1 Garand Restoration

Hacker’s unrestored M1 Garand before …

(www.odcmp.org). Its condition fell between CMP Field Grade and Service 
Grade. Typical of many Danish-borrowed Garands, the rear sight dust cover 
was stamped with a four-digit rack number and a Danish naval anchor. 
The original G.I. stock had been replaced by a crudely-carved chunk of 

European beechwood so oversized that I had to insert a steel rod into the 
trigger guard to get enough leverage to pry it from the barrel and receiver 
group. Moreover, the yellowed stock had been heavily varnished and was 
now flaking like a rash. Clearly, this M1 was begging for a makeover. 

James River’s standard restoration includes mainspring replacement, 
chamber recut and headspaced, and a visual check and gauge inspection 
of all components. Minor parts are replaced, but major assemblies, like 
the gas cylinder or bolt, incur extra cost. The entire gun is then stripped, 

JAMES RIVER’S STANDARD RESTORATION 
INCLUDES MAINSPRING REPLACEMENT, 
CHAMBER RECUT AND HEADSPACED, AND 
A VISUAL CHECK AND GAUGE INSPECTION 
OF ALL COMPONENTS.
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and the metal parts are re-Parkerized. 
Next, the wood is replaced with a semi-finished, properly 

contoured American walnut three-piece stock, which is 
then individually hand-finished, contoured and mated 
to the barreled receiver. Fitted with newly Parkerized 
furniture that includes the buttplate, the stocks are stamped 
with the correct cartouches for the rifle’s manufacturer and 
serial number. To avoid being mistaken for an original, 
every stock is marked “James River Restoration” inside the 
barrel channel. 

Finally, the gun is assembled and test-fired before 
being returned in a protective hard case to the owner. The 
cost for all this is $389 plus shipping. Or, you can buy a 
properly cartouched, three-piece Garand stock for $165 
and install it yourself.



From the serial numbers on my Garand, James River’s Morgan Thomas 
confirmed it was made in January 1944, and it had undergone numerous 
field repairs and arsenal rebuilds, although miraculously, every part 
was stamped “S.A.” (Springfield Armory) except the trigger housing 
group, which bore the “W.R.A.” stamp for Winchester Repeating Arms. 
Had it been required, James River could have replaced the barrel with a 
new NRA match-compliant Kreiger or Criterian barrel for an additional 
$275, but thankfully, the bore of my 1957-dated barrel was pristine; the 
muzzle didn’t even have to be recrowned. But James River replaced the 
operating rod, which, while functional, was pitted. 

I also asked Morgan to replace (and return) the Danish dust cover 
to bring my Garand back to its original G.I. configuration, but I kept 
the Winchester trigger housing group, as I liked the look of the milled 
guard. I also requested a post-1942 reproduction web sling, which was 
proper for my rifle, rather than the earlier leather version.

Within three weeks my Garand was returned. Had it not been for the 
serial numbers, I wouldn’t have believed it was the same rifle. 

Contact: James River Mfg. (Dept. AR), 3601 Commerce Drive; Suite 110, 
Halethorpe, MD 21227; (410) 242-6991; www.jamesriverarmory.com

—riCK hACKer, FieLd editor

 … and three weeks after sending it to James River Mfg.

I ALSO REQUESTED A POST-1942 
REPRODUCTION WEB SLING, WHICH WAS 
PROPER FOR MY RIFLE, RATHER THAN 
THE EARLIER LEATHER VERSION.

http://www.jamesriverarmory.com
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WHERE CAN I GET … ?

All-In-One  
Comprehensive Cleaning System

The Rem Squeeg-E was a refreshing new product that addressed 
a common shortcoming in gun-care products—namely patch 
and solvent residue left from cleaning. Attached to a pull-through 

cleaning cable, the Squeeg-E has several polymer ridges that fit snugly 
into a barrel’s lands and grooves that, when pulled, wipe all debris 
down and out the muzzle, leaving a clean smooth surface—not unlike 
the window-cleaning tool its name alludes to. Now, in its Universal Gun 
Cleaning System, Remington has combined a full set of Squeeg-E’s with 
other essential maintenance accessories to create a gun-care kit suitable 
for any and all firearms. The kit, packaged in a handsome green range 
bag, includes: three cleaning cables—different lengths for rifle, shotgun 
and pistol—T-handle and adaptors; 10 Rem Squeeg-E’s, from .22 cal. 
to 12 ga.; 10 bronze bore brushes; hand brushes, nylon and brass; 
gun cloth; cleaning mat; small bottles of Rem All In Bore Cleaner 
and Rem Oil; and basic care instructions. Remington’s Universal 
Gun Cleaning System is a useful one-stop-shop for new 
shooters and enthusiasts, but it should also appeal 
to firearm veterans looking for a consolidated 
maintenance kit to replace piles of patches 
and unorganized boxes of rods, brushes 
and solvents. Price: $80. Contact: 
Remington Arms Co., LLC (Dept. AR), 
870 Remington Drive, P.O. Box 700, 
Madison, NC 27025; (800) 243-
9700; www.remington.com.

—Joseph L. Kurtenbach, 
Associate Editor



ExclusivE MarkEtEr

www.MKSChiappa.com

1911-22 Pistol, 
MSRP – $299.95. 
Comfortable shoot- 
ing and affordable  
22LR caliber. Economical to 
shoot and a superior value. 
Perfect for target practice, 
semi-auto plinking and  
all-around fun. 

.22LR

Mfour-22  
Pistol, MSRP – $469. Get 
the attention of those around 
you! Small enough to fit in 
your hand – wild enough to 
draw a crowd. Good luck 
getting a turn of your own.

Fun!
Epic

SEE US AT NRA 2013 
BOOTH # 3445

MSRP – $469.

BOOTH # 3445

Pistol, MSRP – $469.
the attention of those around 

SEE US AT NRA 2013
BOOTH # 3445

Mfour-22 
Pistol, MSRP – $469.

BOOTH # 3445
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The Gun Book

My son wants to learn to shoot—now what? From a 
parent’s perspective, and especially from one with 
limited exposure to firearms—introducing guns into 

your son’s or daughter’s life can be a daunting task. Two new 
books from the trio of Silvio Calabi, Steve Helsley, and Robert 
Sanger provide a roadmap for those of us who have kids who 
are just starting out in shooting. From deciphering the lingo with 
an understandable glossary of terms, to proper usage and safety, 
to the types of firearms for hunting, competition, or just shooting 
at cans—these thoroughly illustrated and comprehensive titles, 
designed for kids ages 12-16 and their parents, help guide the 
way. Topics in The Gun Book for Boys include, “Safety First,” “You’ll 
Put Your Eye Out,” “Keeping Guns Clean & Safe,” and “Reloading 
Ammunition.” For the child who is really bent on getting into 
firearms for life, there is even a section on careers that involve 
guns. Chapters in The Gun Book for Parents include, “Gun Basics,” 
“Choosing a First Gun,” “How Much Does it Cost to Shoot?” 
and “Shooting as a Family Activity.” Each book also includes 
references about organizations and books to further training 
as they develop their interests.  Overall, these books provide a 
welcome resource to families with little or no experience in the 
shooting sports.  The third volume in the series, The Gun Book for 
Girls, is due to be published in Fall 2013.

The Gun Book for Boys, hardcover, 8½"x11". Price: $25.  
The Gun Book for Parents, hardcover, 8½"x11". Price $15. 
Contact: Shooting Sportsman Books (Dept. AR), P.O. Box 
679,Camden, ME 04843, (800) 685-7962;  
www.shootingsportsman.com.

—MAureen A. denFeLd,  
editoriAL AssistAnt



EVERYONE NEEDS A 

BACKUP PLAN

When extreme situations require fail-safe 
reliability, only Cannon’s exclusive dual-
access EMP lock system offers the immediate 
access, simplicity and day-to-day security of 
an electronic lock backed up by the access 
assurance of a manual combination lock. 

A Safe Family is a Cannon Family.TM

Electronic Lock

Manual Combination Lock

See the exclusive EMP dual-access lock and 
Cannon’s full line of safes at: CannonSafe.com

13878_Cannon_EMP_Ad_7.625x5.25.indd   1 12/26/12   2:45 PM
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Advantages Manual: 6th Edition
Shotshell Load Encyclopedia

Few books in my collection are as referenced as the latest 
Advantages Manual from Ballistic Products, Inc., as the guide 
provides an unrivaled look into all things shotshell. The 

newest version, Advantages Manual: 6th Edition, is the best version 
to-date. More than a collection of crunched loading 
data, the manual delves into all facets of shotshells, 
including hulls, primers, propellant, wads, shot and 
buffer, with each being explained in such detail 
that it’s thought-provoking. For example, what’s the 
best shot type for …? Chilled, magnum, nickel-
plated and copper-plated, not to mention the 
numerous leadless options, all have advantages 
and disadvantages. The same is true for the other 
shotshell components. Of course the manual 
has an extensive section on handloading tips, 
techniques and equipment, as well as 184 pages 
of load data—with 5,218 recipes—encompassing 
everything from 10-ga., 3½" to .410 bore, 
2½". There’s also a valuable chapter entitled 
“Patterns, Velocity and Components” that does a 
great job at explaining patterns and shot string, 
among other things. For the shotshell reloader 
Advantages Manual: 6th Edition is a must-have, 
but even non-handloaders could benefit from 

it by using it to make more informed decisions when purchasing 
their shotshells. 8½"x11", 316 pp. Price: $20. Contact: Ballistic 
Products, Inc. (Dept. AR), 20015 75th  Ave. N., Corcoran, MN 55340; 
(888) 273-5623; www.ballisticproducts.com. 

—AAron CArter, MAnAging editor



Oldest gun magazine, 
brand new technology
The all-new American Rifleman Digital is the fastest way to pinpoint what you 

want to read and see. The same expert articles and bold graphic design as 

our award-winning print magazine plus bonus features in a new user-friendly 

format delivered directly to your computer or tablet.  

 iPad Android Desktop

For more info, visit NRA Publications at www.americanrifleman.org

   
Available soon 
for the tablet

AR_iPad_Ad.indd   1 1/11/13   1:16 PM



 One of my most cherished possessions, and my 
favorite firearm, is an 8 mm Japanese Nambu 
Type 14 pistol that my father-in-law Peter 

Terfinko brought back from World War II. During his 
service, Peter participated in the Pacific Campaign 
as a member of “Carlson’s” 2nd Marine Raider 
Battalion. The Raiders were the elite of the USMC and 
forerunners of today’s Special Operations Forces. 
Using rubber boats, disembarked from transports 
and submarines, the Raiders would land on Japanese-
held islands before the main invasion force, in order 

Unsung American Hero
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to conduct reconnaissance and other 
missions behind enemy lines. Based 
on the stories he has shared with me, 
to say Peter saw a lot of action in his 
time would be a gross understatement. 
At times he is overcome with emotions 
while relating his experiences and 
remembering “buddies” he lost in 

the fight for those 
islands. Peter 
earned the Purple 
Heart himself, but is 
reluctant to tell that 
particular war story. 

Today, age 92, 
Peter is still going 
strong. He still plays 
golf, a lifelong 
passion, and is 
devoted to caring 
for his wife, Mary. 

This old warrior is an amazing man and one of the 
reasons why our country enjoys the freedoms we 
have today. Men like Peter do not seek recognition for 
their sacrifices, but these are the true, unsung heroes 
of our society. So, while the Japanese Nambu is an 
interesting war trophy and a nice conversation piece, 
the real treasure—and the reason I cherish it—is the 
man who brought it back, and those like him, to whom 
we owe our respect and gratitude. 

My most sincere thanks to all veterans of the  
United States armed forces.

—Anton F. Steuer, MArylAnd

Unsung American Hero

TODAY, AGE 92, PETER 
IS STILL GOING STRONG. 
HE STILL PLAYS GOLF, A 
LIFELONG PASSION, AND 
IS DEVOTED TO CARING 
FOR HIS WIFE, MARY. 

  C O M M E N T

 G E T  I N V O L V E D



All � rearms purchased from GalleryofGuns.com are covered by                                                the Davidson’s GuaranteeD® Lifetime Replacement Warranty.
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Dad was not what we would call a “gun guy”; to 
my knowledge he never owned a firearm. Only 
through the intervention of my grandfather was 

I allowed to accept possession of Grandpa’s Winchester 
Model 67 when I was 12 years old. The Model 67 is a 
single-shot, bolt-action .22-cal. rifle. This model has no 
serial number. Dad and I both attended a hunter safety 
course with the rifle. During my teen years we used it 

to plink at cans in the 
hills of Ojai, Calif. Dad 
and I learned about 
the Model 67 together.

In 1969, I departed 
for a tour in Vietnam 
and I left my modest 
gun collection with 
Dad for safekeeping. 
During this period he 
recorded the serial 
numbers of all my 
firearms in the event 
of theft. When he 
could not find a serial 
number on the 67, he 
scratched his driver’s 

license number on the receiver with a pen knife. Upon 
my return I accepted this action with silent indignation. 
Today, I value his crude inscription as much as I would 
that of a master engraver.

When he was 69, Dad wanted to keep a firearm in 
the house. I offered him one of my pistols or shotguns 
along with instruction. Dad only wanted the Model 67. 
It remained in his home until his death in 1993. 

—dAvid J. SuttorA, MiSSiSSippi

Bonding Experience
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WHEN HE COULD 
NOT FIND A 
SERIAL NUMBER 
ON THE 67, HE 
SCRATCHED 
HIS DRIVER’S 
LICENSE 
NUMBER ON THE 
RECEIVER WITH 
A PEN KNIFE. 



Nearly every shooter has a favorite firearm. If you would like to share the 
experience of owning yours with other American Rifleman readers, or on 
www.americanrifleman.org, send a sharp color photograph of the gun, 
accompanied by its story in fewer than 400 words, with your name, address and 
daytime telephone number to: Favorite Firearms, American Rifleman, National 
Rifle Association, 11250 Waples Mill Road, Fairfax, VA 22030-9400. Photos and 
submissions cannot be returned and may be edited for clarity and brevity. 

763-603

AR-15 TuffZone 
Carry Handle Mount 
6061 Aircraft Aluminum, 
1" See-Through Riser with 11 Slots
ARR-0604 … $9.97

763-603

www.CheaperThanDirt.com 

IAC® Hawk 981 12 Gauge
18½" Barrel, Picatinny Rail, 5 Rounds

GUN-981 … $199

IAC® Hawk 982 12 Gauge
18½" Barrel, Ghost Ring Sights, 5 Rounds

GUN-982 … $199

IAC® Hawk 981 12 Gauge

1" See-Through Riser with 11 Slots

.50 Caliber 
Ammo Can 
11x7x5½", 
Grade I Condition
ZAA-095 … $14.97

WaterBOB®

100 Gallon 
Capacity, 

Siphon Pump, 
FDA Approved

CAMP-205 
 $19.97

Rare Find! MRE Fruit 
22 Individual Serving Pouches 
Wet Pak Apples in Sauce, 
Pears, and Mixed Fruits
MRE-295 … $19.93

www.CheaperThanDirt.com www.CheaperThanDirt.com 

ZAA-095 … $14.97

12 Enhanced 
MRE Meals
12 Complete Meals 
with Heater, 1180 
Calories Per Meal
MRE-865 … $69.97

Stock Wrench
Rubber Coated 
Handle, Steel 
Construction

ARR-186 … $8.99

ARR-0604 … $9.97

Predator 
Stock Set
Set Includes a Six 
Position Stock, Sling Swivel, 
Buffer Tube, and Spring
ARR-2511 … $89.97

Please visit our website to see the most current price.

PMC® Bronze 7.62x39
FMJ, 123 Grain,
20 Rounds Per Box
AMM-618 … $15.29

PMC® Bronze .223
FMJBT, 55 Grain,
20 Rounds Per Box
AMM-2106 … $8.49

ARMSCOR® 9mm
FMJ, 124 Grain, 
50 Rounds Per Box
AMM-4120 … $12.29

ARMSCOR® .45 Auto
FMJ, 230 Grain, 
50 Rounds Per Box
AMM-5110 … $17.59

PMC®  Bronze .45 ACP
FMJ, 230 Grain, 
50 Rounds Per Box
AMM-519 … $16.89

American Eagle® 
5.56 NATO Tracer
XM856 FMJ, 64 Grain, 
20 Rounds Per Box
AMM-263 … $10.59

RIO® Royal Buck
12 Gauge
2¾", 00 Buckshot,
9 Pellets, 250 Rounds
AMM-849 … $129.79

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE
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A

Q
I cannot say just how much, or how little, the then-
existing Weaver design contributed to the development 
of the Picatinny system, only that the Weaver design 
offered practical and proven method of scope 
attachment that I’m sure did not go unnoticed by those 
who created and finalized MIL-STD-1913, commonly 
known as the Picatinny or Tactical Rail. As you have 
pointed out, mention is also made of STANAG 2324, 
which is a NATO term meaning “Standardization 
Agreement.” Members of NATO ratify a STANAG so 
as to provide a commonality of equipment, logistics, 
communication and information systems, etc., which in 
turn provides for interoperability, and to some degree, 
interchangeability, between NATO members. In the 
particular case of the Tactical Rail, it would allow one 
member’s military to use another member’s sighting, 
lighting, carrying or stabilization equipment on its arms.

The Picatinny Arsenal is a historically significant 
installation and the headquarters of the United States 

Perhaps I “fell asleep in class” when this issue was discussed. 
With all my years of reading various gun magazines, I don’t 
recall this being addressed. What’s the difference between 
a Picatinny base and a Weaver base? I called Burris and 
Leupold; one said they’re the same, and the other said these 
two systems are not interchangeable. How is it that we have 
two different systems in the firearm industry for mounting 
optical sights? Should Weaver rings only go on Weaver 
bases, with the same thing being applied to Picatinny parts? 
Let me add to this mess—what is the “STANAG” system?

Weaver Vs. Picatinny Rails:  
What Is The Difference?



Army Armament Research, Development, and Engineering 
Center. The Picatinny Arsenal’s role with the rail was to test 
and evaluate it and create a military standard for it. This was 
Mil-STD-1913, dated February 1995.

Mechanically, the rail is T-shaped in cross-section divided 
up evenly with slots. Accessories are secured by clamping 
them on the rail, using a lug, bolt, or some other means 
within the accessory to fit into the aforementioned slots to 
keep it in place, fore and aft. Other accessories may slide 
onto the rail rather than being clamped, but they will still 
use the “cross-bolt” method to be secured into the slot. 
The Picatinny locking slot width is 0.206", slot centers 
are at 0.394", and slot depth is 0.118", as is shown in the 
Department of Defense drawings above.

The primary difference in the Picatinny rail from the 
Weaver base is the size of the cross-slots and the fact that 
their spacing is standardized. Weaver rails have a narrower 
slot width (0.180"), and they are not consistent in their 
spacing. Because the cross-bolts or lugs of Weaver-style 
rings and accessories are narrower that the Picatinny slots, 
those items will usually fit both Weaver and Picatinny rails. 
Conversely, the wide lugs and bolts of Picatinny accessories 
usually preclude their fitting Weaver rails or bases.

—John W. Treakle,  
ConTribuTing ediTor

TEchNIcAl
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Thanks for your question concerning the 
identification and nomenclature of the standard-
issue U.S. infantry rifle during your period of duty 
with the Marines. The “U.S. Semiautomatic Rifle, 
Caliber .30, M1” was approved for standardization 
on Jan. 9, 1936. (The designation and markings were 
later changed to simply, “U.S. Rifle, Caliber .30, 
M1”). The effort to develop an autoloading service 
rifle had begun in earnest in 1919, at the time John 
C. Garand, a native of Canada, began his career at 
the U.S. Armory in Springfield, Mass. Combining 
the proper name of a designer, manufacturer or 
someone associated with the development of 
a military firearm is not unknown, for example, 
Mauser, Berthier, Schmidt-Rubin, Lebel, Thompson, 
etc. It is, however, not common in the United States.

In any case, whether the rifle in question is 
designated M1, M1 Garand, or just plain Garand, it’s 
the same rifle. The only likely reason for the “Garand” 
designation is to prevent confusion with another 
American service arm, the “U.S. Carbine, Caliber .30, 
M1,” a smaller, lighter rifle of the same period that 
fires a much less powerful cartridge.

—John W. Treakle, 
 ConTribuTing ediTor

U.S. Rifle, Caliber .30, M1
I served in the U.S. Marine Corps from Sept. 1958 to Nov. 
1960. Boot camp was in San Diego. The rifles we were 
issued were M1s, and I want to buy one. The confusing 
issue to me is what model? I see “M1 Garands” advertised 
but never a plain M1.
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Get a FREE Issue Sent  
Straight to Your Doorstep!

“Concealed Carry Magazine Is 
The Nation’s #1 Defense Publication 

For Self-Reliant Americans...”

Get a FREE Issue Sent 
Straight to Your Doorstep!

Concealed Carry is a serious subject. Whether you’ve been carrying a gun 
for 30 years, or you’re just thinking about it, there are 100+ decisions to 

make BEFORE you draw your gun in self-defense. With gear, laws, and training 
constantly evolving, it is important to have access to the right information.  

Today, you can get a brand new, full issue of Concealed Carry Magazine sent 
straight to your home 100% FREE. 

www.FreeIssueCCM.comSimply Visit:
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The Model of 1918 Browning Automatic Rifle (the gun 
likely depicted in the program) was designed, and 
manufactured, as a selective-fire rifle, meaning it could 
fire either in semi-automatic or on full automatic (at a 
rate of approximately 550 r.p.m.). The later M1918A2 
BAR was designed to fire only full-automatic at two 
different rates of fire (approximately 400 r.p.m. in the 
“slow” mode and 600 r.p.m. in the “fast” mode).

It would appear your experience with the BAR 
was limited to the M1918A2. The M1918A2 BAR was 
adopted in 1940 and, since the M1 Garand rifle 
was the standardized service rifle at the time, the 
necessity for the BAR to fire semi-automatically was 
rendered moot. The majority of M1918 BARs were 
subsequently modified to M1918A2 configuration after 
1940, although some unmodified M1918 BARs did see 
service in World War II. 

—bruCe n. Canfield,
field ediTor

Selective-Fire BARs?
I was watching a show on the Outdoor Channel and someone 
had a Browning Automatic Rifle shooting in semi-automatic! 
I spent four years in the Marine Corps, and all the BARs that I 
encountered were fully-automatic at two rates. I do not believe 
there was ever a semi-automatic BAR.
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.260 REM

.338 FEDERAL
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6.5 CREEDMOOR

BEC AUSE FAILURE IS  NOT AN OPTION

PhONE: 309-732-9527 
sALEs@LMtDEFENsE.COM 
 
WWW.LMtDEFENsE.COM

2 EAsy sCREWs

LOOsEN one, remove the other, switch barrel. 
that’s it. that’s why lmt® weapons are the  
most versatile weapon systems available today. 
 

LMt offers numerous barrel options for each and every  
one of our mrp® weapons. allowing you to customize  
your rifle for your specific mission. this versatility,  
plus our rigorous quality and testing program is why 
sportsmen, law enforcement officers and military ranks 
around the world have been choosing LMt® weapons to 
complete their missions.

From the thousands of questions 
and letters on guns, ammunition 
and their use that American 
Rifleman receives every year,  
it publishes the most interesting 
here. Receiving answers to 
technical and historical questions 
is a privilege reserved to  
NRA members.

Questions must be in the form of 
letters addressed to: Dope Bag, 
NRA Publications, 11250 Waples 
Mill Road, Fairfax, VA 22030-
9400; must contain the member’s 
code line from an American 
Rifleman or American Hunter 
mailing label or membership 
card; must be accompanied by a 
stamped, self-addressed, legal-size 
envelope; and must be limited to 
one specific question per letter. 
Non-members may submit a 
question with a membership 
application. We cannot answer 
technical or historical questions 
by telephone, e-mail or fax, 
and we cannot place even an 
approximate value on guns or 
other equipment. Please allow 
eight to 10 weeks for replies.

“Questions & Answers” 
is compiled by staff and 
Contributing Editors: Bruce N. 
Canfield, O. Reid Coffield, David 
Fischer, Angus Laidlaw, Charles 
Pate, Charles E. Petty, Matt 
Sharpe, John M. Taylor and  
John Treakle.
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Hand In Hand

When it comes to long-range shooting, and competition 
in particular, the .308 Win. and streamlined, 168-gr. bullets, 
which have high ballistic coefficients, inexorably go hand in 

hand. The reason? The combination has proven, time and again, to have 
the external ballistics and accuracy to excel. 

—AAron CArter, MAnAging editor
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WARNING: Technical data and 
information contained herein are 
intended to provide information 
based upon the limited experience of 
individuals under specific conditions 
and circumstances. They do not 
detail the comprehensive training, 
procedures, techniques and safety 
precautions that are absolutely 
necessary to properly carry on  
similar activity. 
 
READ THE NOTICE AND DISCLAIMER 
ON THE CONTENTS PAGE OF THIS 
MAGAZINE. ALWAYS CONSULT 
COMPREHENSIVE REFERENCE 
MANUALS AND BULLETINS OF 
PROPER TRAINING REQUIREMENTS, 
PROCEDURES, TECHNIQUES AND 
SAFETY PRECAUTIONS BEFORE 
ATTEMPTING ANY SIMILAR ACTIVITIES.

Technical

Order at kimberamerica.com or 
(888) 243-4522, or visit a Kimber Master Dealer
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 Custom Parts

 Premium Finishes
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 Custom Shop
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A TRUE LEFT-HANDED 
AR-STYLE RIFLE

.308 WIN.
Bullet: Nosler Custom  

CompetitioN 168-gr. BtHp
ProPellant/Charge: AlliANt  

power pro 2000-mr/47.1 grs.
Primer: FederAl gm210m
Case: Nosler
Case trim-to length: 2.005"
Cartridge overall length: 2.800"*
veloCity @ 15' (f.p.s.): 2610
energy (ft.-lBs.): 2,541
aCCuraCy: 0.92"**
uses: CompetitioN (NrA HigHpower, 

3-guN, etC.), reCreAtioN, HuNtiNg 
(deer-size gAme) 

notes: test riFle: 20"-BArreled 
(witHout muzzle BrAke) mossBerg 
NigHt trAiN topped witH A BArskA 
6-24X 60 mm riFlesCope; *tAper 
Crimp or use oF A BusHiNg die 
reCommeNded to miNimize Bullet 
movemeNt duriNg CHAmBeriNg iN 
semi-AutomAtiC riFles; **AverAge oF 
Five CoNseCutive, Five-sHot groups  
At 100 yds.
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2013 NRA Annual Meetings & Exhibits

Countdown  To  

NRA ANNUAL MEETINGS



Wayne LaPierre Chris W. Cox

By NRA Staff

Sponsored by:

The city of Houston, Texas, offers a warm, Southwestern 
welcome to NRA members as it hosts the 142nd NRA 
Annual Meetings & Exhibits, May 2-5, 2013. The home of 

the Johnson Space Center and Texans football team will serve 
as host city for the first time since 2005, and the celebration will 
be even larger this year, with eight acres of guns and gear on 
display, and seminars and entertainment to please all tastes.

Located in downtown Houston, the George R. Brown 
Convention Center will be the site of the Annual Meetings 
sponsored by MidwayUSA. The convention center will stir with 
excitement as 500 exhibitors display the latest guns and gear 
covering 400,000 square feet.

NRA members and their families will have free access to the 
Exhibit Hall where they can familiarize themselves with the 
latest guns, ammunition, knives and accessories. On Thursday, 
May 2, the convention center will be open from 2-6 p.m. and 
members can register early to avoid lines and get their souvenir 
name badges. 



“Stand and Fight” 
The NRA-ILA Leadership Forum, presented by MidwayUSA on 

Friday, May 3, has become an important stop for many of our 
nation’s political leaders, and a favorite among NRA members. 
Speakers express their appreciation of our Second Amendment and 
how important NRA members are to those rights as they continue 
to show their support even in the face of adversity.

The NRA Stand and Fight Rally, presented by MidwayUSA  
on Saturday, May 4, is the capstone of the Annual Meetings. Radio 
host, author, entrepreneur and political commentator Glenn Beck 
will headline the celebration and comedian Frank Caliendo will 
entertain with his unique impersonations. 

NRA’s Antique Guns Showcase will be held Thursday, May 2, 
from 2-6 p.m. Members are invited to bring in their heirloom 
firearms for expert evaluation by the members of the NRA Gun 
Collectors Committee and staff from the National Firearms 
Museum. Select pieces will be filmed for use in the new hit 
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show on the Sportsman Channel, “NRA’s Guns & Gold.”  “Collectors 
Row” in the Exhibit Hall will feature displays of historic firearms 
from the finest collections, presented by NRA affiliated gun 
collector clubs. 

On Friday, May 3, members can tap their toes at the NRA Country 
Jam III. Last year’s crowd went wild for country superstar Trace Adkins.  
This year’s show will be even hotter!

The NRA Foundation’s wildly popular Wall of Guns is back with a 
fresh look. Built by Legacy Quest Outdoors, the 2013 well-stocked 
Wall of Guns will showcase the latest models from your favorite 
firearm manufacturers. A $20 raffle ticket buys a 1 in 100 chance to 
win your choice of firearm. Proceeds benefit The NRA Foundation.

The NRAstore in Houston will be bigger and better than ever! 
Look up the NRAstore as soon as you arrive in town. You’ll find 
collectible souvenirs like hats, t-shirts, mugs, pins and even a 
limited edition NRA Houston 2013 Buck knife! Each piece will bear 
the official NRA Houston logo. It’s the ideal way to remember the 
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event while supporting your organization—100 percent of NRAstore 
profits go directly to support vital NRA programs.

You’ll want to stop by the “Pyramyd Air” Air Gun range in the 
convention center. You can try the latest models of air rifles, air pistols, 
air silhouette rifles and 10-meter running game target rifles; the cost is 
only $1 for five shots.

On Sunday, May 5, NRA Youth Programs will host their first NRA Youth 
Day, open to all youth and their parents/chaperones. Free six-month 
NRA Youth memberships will be given to the attendees. LaserShot and 
NRA 3GAS (3 Gun AirSoft) will offer an interactive exhibit. 

Let The Bidding Begin
The National NRA Foundation Banquet and Auction will be held 

on Thursday, May 2, at the Hilton Americas-Houston, and will feature 
opportunities to bid on exclusive firearms, outdoor gear, unique 
merchandise and hunts. Make plans now to come for an exciting 
evening of food, raffles, games and silent and live auctions. Tickets 
are $75 and proceeds will benefit The NRA Foundation. For questions, 
donations or interest in table packages and sponsorships, contact 
Katie Parkes at (703) 267-1417.
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This 2012 Fine Silver Kilo Coin, 
produced by the Royal Canadian Mint 
and donated by The Coin Group, is 
one of many exquisite auction items 
available for bid.
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The NRA Institute for Legislative Action will hold its 
very popular dinner and auction on Friday, May 3, at The 
Bell Tower on 34th. Attendees can bid on one-of-a-kind 
firearms, original artwork, knives and hunts. For ticket 
information, contact Jimmy Atkinson at (703) 267-1141  
or email jatkinson@nrahq.org.

The Seventh Annual NRA Women’s Leadership Forum 
Luncheon and Auction will be held on Friday, May 3, at the 
River Oaks Country Club. Susan LaPierre, Suzie Brewster, 
Gaye Kelsey and Melanie Pepper will serve as event co-
chairs. For more information, visit www.nrawlf.com,  
or send an email to sjones@nrahq.org.

Getting Down To Business
Know the present; protect the future! Get the most 

up-to-date information available to NRA members about 
the state of your association, the status of NRA’s political 
fight for our firearm freedoms and the challenges firearm 
owners are facing. The Annual Meeting of Members on 
Saturday, May 4, is where your NRA officers will share the 
good, the bad and the truth about the political status of 
gun owners and our right to keep and bear arms. These 
folks are in the trenches every day. You need to hear their 
first-hand experiences. Prepare to take notes and take a 
stand!  Every NRA officer will be in attendance and NRA 
members will also elect the 76th director to the NRA 
Board and participate in the business of the association. 
Don’t miss it!!

On Friday, May 3, the NRA-ILA Grassroots Division will 
hold a workshop to discuss how to take a more active role 
to protect our cherished freedoms. NRA staff and officers 
will provide strategies to educate fellow gun owners and 
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get them involved in what will be an exceptionally 
busy 2013. The special session, “In their Own Words,” 
will feature a panel of NRA members who will discuss 
their personal experiences promoting our Second 
Amendment rights.

Two American Rifleman seminars will headline an 
impressive schedule of seminars sponsored by Cabela’s. On 
Saturday, May 4, noted sniping authority Maj. John L. Plaster, 
U.S. Army (Ret.) will present “Civil War Sharpshooters.” On 
Sunday, May 5, historian Martin K.A. Morgan will conduct 
“The Men & Guns of Operation Market-Garden.” For more 
information, go to www.americanrifleman.org.

The Refuse To Be A Victim program celebrates its  
20th anniversary by offering two seminars, May 3 and 
4, from 1-5 p.m., in the convention center. These are 
free of charge and no registration is required. The cost 
for the Instructor Development Workshop (IDW) on 
Sunday, May 5, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. is $175. To register 
for the IDW, email refuse@nrahq.org.
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The Annual Firearms Law Seminar provides instruction 
for attorneys and others interested in Second Amendment 
law. Topics include self-defense, presented by renowned 
trial attorney Rusty Hardin, restoration of firearm rights, 
advising and representing FFLs, international treaties and 
agreements, and National Firearms Act arms and trusts.  
CLE credits are available. For the full schedule and to 
register visit www.nrafoundation.org/lawseminar.

The Clubs and Associations Workshop on Sunday,  
May 5, will discuss the benefits of NRA club affiliation, the 
NRA Recruiting Program, how to apply for NRA Foundation 
grants, range issues and NRA-endorsed insurance .

On Sunday, May 5, members are invited to the 2013 
Prayer Breakfast. Keynote speaker Dr. Bob Reccord,  
Exec. Dir., Council for National Policy, has dedicated his  
life to helping people discover their calling and exercising 
their passion for God. Special guest Chuck Buck, chairman 
of the board of Buck Knives, knows “the Lord has blessed 
[him] for honoring Him.” Buck will be joined by motivational 
speaker Dr. Rick Rigsby and visual artist Bryan Daniel.

Make Plans Now For Houston
More than 73,000 people attended last year’s NRA Annual 

Meetings in St. Louis. With so many free seminars and 
activities covering topics from concealed carry and hunting 
to handloading, Houston should generate an even more 
impressive turnout. So make plans now to join your fellow 
NRA members in support of our firearm freedoms, and 
attend the 2013 NRA Annual Meetings & Exhibits! For more 
information and to purchase tickets for the various events, 
go to www.nraam.org. 



“Hampton’s Duel” by Don Troiani. Courtesy of Historical Art Prints (Dept. AR), 
P.O. Box 660, Southbury, CT 06488; (203) 262-6680; www.historicalartprints.com.

On July 3, 1863, east of Gettysburg, Pa., Confederate 
Gen. Wade Hampton—depicted in Don Troiani’s 
“Hampton’s Duel”—fought a fierce action against 
troopers of the 1st New Jersey Cavalry, who were 
armed with .44-cal. Colt Model 1860 Army revolvers.
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The revolver we know as the Model 1860 Colt made its debut on the eve of the 
American Civil War. Used by both sides, the cap-and-ball .44’s first deliveries were 
to the South, though it was also the handgun most used by Federal cavalry.

BY JOHN D. McAULAY
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ne of the most controversial cavalry 
raids of the Civil War was the Kilpatrick-
Dahlgren raid of late February 1864. 
The goal was to release Union prisoners 

being held near Richmond, Va., and the raiders 
arrived outside Richmond’s defenses in a blinding 
snowstorm. The Union cavalrymen—armed with 
carbines and revolvers—engaged the local 
militiamen. Unable to enter the city, the raiders 
were forced to retreat with the Southern cavalry in 
hot pursuit. Dahlgren’s party was ambushed and 
Dahlgren killed. On his person were said to be 
written orders to burn Richmond and kill Jeff Davis 
and his cabinet, orders which the Union authorities 
denied. Upon returning to the Union lines a report 
was prepared reflecting the losses of equipment, 
horses and men. The raid had cost the raiders 340 
casualties. Among the small arms reported lost 
were 516 Colt .44-cal. Model 1860 revolvers, which 

O



This Colt Model 1860 Army was inscribed to W.W. 
Briggs of the 2nd Missouri Cavalry, Meril’s Horse. The 
Union soldier (below) is armed with a Colt Model 1860 
Army revolver and a Colt Model 1855 revolving rifle.

were the primary revolvers in use by Union troops during the conflict.
By the late 1850s, the weight of Colt’s .44-cal. Dragoon revolver was found 

to be a major detriment to its suitability for continued military service. The 
Colt factory made several attempts to modify and reduce the Dragoon’s 
weight without success. Colt’s engineers instead concentrated their efforts 
on developing a new .44-cal. revolver. The gun incorporated the Model 1851 

Navy’s frame, but accepted a .44-cal. rebated cylinder. The new revolvers 
were also equipped with a creeping, ratchet-type loading lever. These 
changes developed into the 2–lb., 11-oz., single-action, six-shot .44-cal. 
Model 1860 percussion Colt revolver. By the early 1870s, Colt’s Hartford, 
Conn., plant had manufactured about 200,000 Model 1860 Colt Armys.

Model 1860 Colts, characteristically, had large brass trigger guards 
and blued steel backstraps. The frame, hammer and loading lever were 

DAHLGREN’S PARTY WAS AMBUSHED AND 
DAHLGREN KILLED. ON HIS PERSON WERE 
SAID TO BE WRITTEN ORDERS TO BURN 
RICHMOND AND KILL JEFF DAVIS AND 
HIS CABINET, ORDERS WHICH THE UNION 
AUTHORITIES DENIED. 

Model 1860 from the Don Troiani collection; courtesy of www.historicalimagebank.com
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casehardened, but the remainder of the metal parts were 
blued. Stocks were one-piece walnut. Early Model 1860s 
were stamped with “ADDRESS SAML COLT HARTFORD 
CT,” on the top of their barrels, although most are stamped 
“ADDRESS COL SAML COLT NEW YORK U.S. AMERICA.” 
Barrel lengths of 71/2" or 8" are found below serial number 
3500, but most above 3500 were equipped with 8” barrels. 
Fluted cylinders are found on about 4,000 revolvers with 
serial numbers below 8000, and the fluted cylinders had 
the patent date of Sept. 10, 1850, stamped in one of the 
flutes. After number 8000, the rebated cylinder took its 
place. The rebated cylinder was rolled with the Texas 
Navy and Mexican battle scene, and its rear surface was 

equipped with six safety locking pins. The rebated cylinder 
was stamped “COLT PATENT NO” with the last four digits 
of the revolver’s serial number. The frame’s left side was 
stamped: “COLT/PATENT.”

A three-screw frame was standard, but many of the first 
50,000 were equipped with four-screw frames to take an 
attachable shoulder stock, and a few of those had two-leaf 
folding rear sights mortised into the top of the barrels at 
the breech.

Colt’s first deliveries went to dealers below the Mason-
Dixon line; between December 1860 and April 1861, 

DEALERS HAD TO RETURN SOME OF 
THE REVOLVERS DUE TO “BURSTING 
CYLINDERS. 



2,230 Model 1860s were sent south. Serial numbers on the 
Southern deliveries are believed to be below 3,000, and 
the guns were equipped with fluted cylinders. Dealers had 
to return some of the revolvers due to “bursting cylinders,” 
and the cylinders were drilled at a slight taper, increasing 
the supporting metal without reducing the powder capacity 
to solve the problem. The last 500 southern Model 1860s 
(serial numbers in this delivery range from 161 to 1812) 
were sent from the factory on April 15, 1861, to Peter 
Williams & Co. in Richmond, Va. Confederate forces used 
those revolvers and thousands captured from Union forces 
in their struggle for independence. 

U.S. Navy Procurement And Sea Service
In May 1861, the U.S. Navy placed orders for 750 new  

.44-cal.  Colt “New Model Holster” pistols (Model 1860s) 
at a cost of $25 each. The guns received were of the fluted-
cylinder design, with 500 received at the Boston Navy Yard 
and the balance at the New York Navy Yard. The final delivery 
of 200 was sent to the Washington Navy Yard in August. During 
the inspection of the August delivery, one revolver exploded 
three charges at one pull of the trigger. The problem was a 
flaw between the chambers. The Navy exchanged several 
of its Model 1860 Armys for .36-cal. Model 1861s. No further 
Navy orders were placed for Model 1860s. 

The Navy issued the .44-cal. revolvers to ships assigned 
to the Atlantic and Gulf blockade duty. One such ship was 
the sloop Oneida, which listed 40 Model 1860s on board. In 
1862, Oneida saw action in passing the New Orleans forts 
and later at Vicksburg, Miss. On Aug. 5, 1864, the ship was 
damaged in the battle at Mobile Bay. 
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The Army had responsibility for the operations on the 
Mississippi River and the inland rivers until October 1862, 
while the Navy supplied the officers and sailors for the vessels 
purchased by the War Department for operations there. 
The Army supplied the vessels with small arms, including 
the Model 1860 revolvers. On Oct. 1, 1862, the Navy took 
over responsibility for operations on the inland waterways, 

and the Army gunboats and 
their ordnance stores were 
transferred to the Navy. 

On the morning of July 15, 
1862, the Union gunboats 
Tyler and Carondelet 
progressed up the Yazoo 
River near Vicksburg, Miss. 
About six miles up the 
river, they engaged the 
Confederate ram Arkansas, 
which had the advantage 
of iron plating. Both Union 
vessels were struck 
numerous times with 11 

shells penetrating the Tyler and 13 for the Carondelet. 
The Arkansas suffered less damage in the battle. When 
it appeared that the Arkansas was about to ram the 
Carondelet, several sailors jumped overboard, at which 
time, three Colt Model 1860s and four Model 1832 Ames 
Foot Artillery swords were lost. The casualties for the two 
ships exceeded 50. The Arkansas proceeded down river 
and, after successfully running the entire Union fleet, 
she anchored at the base of the Vicksburg defenses. 

...SEVERAL SAILORS 
JUMPED OVERBOARD, 
AT WHICH TIME, 
THREE COLT MODEL 
1860S AND FOUR 
MODEL 1832 AMES 
FOOT ARTILLERY 
SWORDS WERE LOST.



Ronn Palm collection photo
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Arkansas’ casualties in running the Union fleet numbered  
10 killed and 16 wounded.

December 12, 1862, saw the 175 officers and crew of 
the gunboat Cairo operating on the Yazoo River, where it 
was assigned to protect two gunboats trying to clear the 
river of torpedoes. The Confederates on shore electrically 
detonated two torpedoes alongside the Cairo, and she sank 
within 12 minutes without the loss of life. In 1964, Cairo 
was raised from the bottom of the river, and among the 
artifacts recovered from the wreck were two 1860 Colts, 
serial numbers 16408 and 17092. The two revolvers are on 
display at the U.S.S. Cairo Gunboat Museum, a portion of the 
Vicksburg National Military Park.

Model 1860 Colts remained on board Union warships on 
the western waters throughout the war. Ships known to have 
received them were the Mount City, Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, 
Cairo, Carondelet, Louisville, St. Louis, Benton, Essex, Tyler, 
Conestoga and Lexington. A year after the war, the Navy’s 
storage location at Jefferson Barracks listed 284 1860 Colts 
in inventory.  

... SAMUEL COLT WROTE TO THE 
WAR DEPARTMENT REQUESTING 
THAT HIS “NEW MODEL HOLSTER” 
PISTOLS, THE 1860, BE EXAMINED 
AND TESTED...
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the NRA Whittington Center is America’s 
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U.S. Army Procurement And Field Service
In May 1860, Samuel Colt wrote to the War Department 

requesting that his “New Model Holster” pistols, the 1860, 
be examined and tested, and a board of officers assembled 
at Washington Arsenal examined two revolvers—one with a 
71/2" and one with an 8" barrel—and tested them against a 
Third Model Dragoon revolver for accuracy and penetration. 
The board concluded its report stating: “[T]he board are 
satisfied that the new model revolver with the eight inch 
barrel will make the most superior cavalry arm we have ever 
had and they recommended the adoption of the new model 
and its issue to all mounted troops.” 

The first wartime orders placed by the Army for the 
Model 1860 was in May 1861, totaling 1,000 “Colt’s Dragoon 
Pistols New Model.” By April 1862, the Colt factory had 
delivered more than 30,000 1860 Armys at a cost of $25 
each. Further deliveries were made at reduced rates of 
$14.50 and $14. The last delivery was made on Nov. 10, 1863, 
with 800 revolvers at $14 each with bullet molds and 155 
at $13.73 without. Total factory deliveries came to 127,157. 
Two thousand more revolvers were purchased on the open 
market. The Colt factory delivered to the Army an additional 
1,000 1860 Colts with attachable shoulder stocks at $31 each 
on March 1, 1862. The March delivery was issued to the 11th 
New York Cavalry (Scott’s 900), which was the provost guard 
at Washington in 1862-1863. On the morning of Feb. 5, 1864, 



the Colt factory was heavily damaged by fire, which stopped 
production for many months. No further government orders 
for the Model 1860 were forthcoming. 

The 1860 Colts equipped with attachable shoulder 
stocks were found to be of limited military utility. The 10th 
Kentucky Cavalry was armed with shoulder-stocked Colt 
.44s purchased by the state from Colt’s in the fall of 1893. In 
the mountainous areas of Kentucky, the enemy just stayed 
out of range of the 10th’s revolvers. Because of that, the 
10th’s commanding officer felt they were little more than 

spectators, and the regiment was useless except for guard 
and outpost duty.

In close-range cavalry encounters, the revolver and saber 
were the main arms used. At Brandy Station, Va., in June 
1863, the two armies faced off in the largest cavalry battle 
ever fought in North America. A private from the 1st Maine 
Cavalry captured an armed enemy cavalryman by aiming 

THE 1860 COLTS EQUIPPED WITH 
ATTACHABLE SHOULDER STOCKS 
WERE FOUND TO BE OF LIMITED 
MILITARY UTILITY.
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his unloaded Colt 
revolver at the rebel’s 
head. Another Maine 

cavalryman—after being 
thrown from his horse by 

a dismounted Confederate—drew his Colt and 
wounded the rebel. He approached the rebel and 
took his surrender.

During the July 3, 1863, cavalry battle at 
Gettysburg, George Custer led the 7th Michigan 

Cavalry in a charge against dismounted rebels as 
they were in the process of driving back federal 
skirmishers. When the 7th reached a stone wall 

with them on one side and the rebels on the other 
side, the 7th’s Colt revolvers were put to good use. With their 
flanks being pushed back, the 7th had to retire, and the unit’s 
casualties came to 100 in the action. The 7th Michigan and 
1st Maine were both armed with .44-cal. Model 1860 Colts. 

In November 1864, Union cavalry entered Mosby’s 
Confederacy (so named for partisan cavalry commander 
Col. John Singleton Mosby) in Northern Virginia for 
the purpose of destroying as much of the food stuff as 



possible. An eight-man detachment of the 1st New York 
Dragoons commanded by a sergeant was sent out to 
burn barns, forage and drive off livestock. They stopped 
at a farm house and were in the process of burning the 
outbuildings and barn when they were attacked by 30 
of Mosby’s Cavalry. One of the dragoons shot the rebel 
leader with his .44-cal. Colt, but in a dash to capture 
one of Mosby’s men, the New Yorker’s revolver failed to 
fire and he in return was shot through the lungs by the 
Confederate. The Union cavalryman died of his wounds a 
few days later. 

The .44-cal. Model 1860 Colts remained in field service 
throughout the war. At the start of the spring 1865 
campaign in the East, the Army of the Potomac’s Cavalry 
reported 8,354 revolvers in service, which included: 4,260 
.44-cal. Colts; 612 .36-cal. Colts; 257 .44-cal. Starrs; and 
3,225 .44-cal. Remingtons. During that campaign, Gen. 
Phil Sheridan’s cavalry played a major part in forcing 
Gen. Lee’s surrender at Appomattox Court House on 
April 9, 1865. The Model 1860 Colts remained in cavalry 
service in the post-war period up to the adoption of the 
.45-cal. Colt Single Action Army revolver in 1873. 

Around 4,000 early Model 1860s had fluted cylinders, 
many of which went to the South in 1861.
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The two Rough Rider Colt Model 1895s were 
captured in this image taken during training at the 
Texas Sate Fairgrounds in May 1898. Seated behind the 
gun on the right is Sgt. William Tiffany. Wearing a dark blue shirt 
and smoking a pipe behind the left gun is Cpl. Joseph S. Stevens. 
Captain Woodbury Kane is believed to be standing at the far right. 

Colt Automatics  At Santiago Colt Automatics  At Santiago 
Hidden In Plain SightHidden In Plain Sight

Photo by Ernst Wilhelm Raba; 
Theodore Roosevelt Collection, 
Harvard College Library



his past summer, 
I travelled to New 
England and New 
York to secure photos 

and information in preparation for 
the National Firearms Museum’s 
new exhibit “Theodore Roosevelt: 
Trappings of an Icon” (August 
2012, p. 40), in which the National 
Park Service generously loaned the 
NFM more than 100 artifacts from 
Theodore Roosevelt’s family home, 
Sagamore Hill on Long Island’s 
Oyster Bay.

I had been invited to visit with 
Terry Brown, then the executive 
director of the Theodore Roosevelt 
Ass’n, at the Theodore Roosevelt 

When “Roosevelt’s Rough 
Riders” went to war in Cuba 
in 1898, they took two Colt-
Browning machine guns 
with them. Gifts from family 
members of the troopers, 
they were the first U.S. 
Army machine guns used in 
combat. And one—recently 
discovered—is now on 
display at NRA’s National 
Firearms Museum. 

BY PHILIP SCHREIER, Senior Curator,  
NRA National Firearms Museum

T
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Hidden In Plain SightHidden In Plain Sight
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Birthplace National Historic Site, at 28 East 20th St. in Manhattan. 
It was here, overlooking Gramercy Park, in 1858, that the future 
26th President of the United States was born. Brown was excited to 
show me the “TR in ’12” exhibit located in the beautiful Manhattan 
brownstone. The display chronicled the Presidential campaign of 
1912 when TR broke from the Republican Party and formed the 
Progressive Party, or “Bull Moose” party as it was popularly known.

Of particular note, Brown thought I would be interested in the Colt 
Police Positive .38 revolver John Schrank used on Oct. 14, 1912, to 

shoot TR in the chest shortly before he gave a speech in Milwaukee, 
Wisc. Bleeding from the wound in his right side, TR stood before an 
audience of thousands and read from his bullet-riddled speech for 
90 minutes before he would allow himself to be taken to a hospital. 
TR’s quote “It takes more than that to kill a Bull Moose” became 
a rallying cry for the rest of his ill-fated campaign. I was unaware 
of the Colt and was excited to see that it was on public display. I 
immediately began efforts with Brown to secure its loan to the NFM 
at the conclusion of the exhibit. (Alas, that was not to be).

On the way out of the basement exhibit area I glanced around the 
room and spied a familiar tripod-mounted gun half hidden in a dark 
corner. With only a small black-and-white photograph mounted to 
the wall to illustrate its significance, I was surprised to see a Colt 
Browning Automatic Gun Model of 1895. (Commonly referred to as  
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THIS WAS MOST DEFINITELY THE 
GUN I HAD READ SO MUCH ABOUT. 



a “potato digger” for the motion of its operating piston.) Brown 
asked, “What do you think of the Gatling Gun!” With wild 
enthusiasm, I replied, “Could it possibly be one of the Rough Rider 
‘potato diggers?’”

I took a small SureFire flashlight out of my camera bag to 
illuminate the receiver so I could see what was written on it. My 
hands shook nervously as the light brought the words into view.

Presented to the 1st U.s.V. CaValry [Rough RideRs]
by l. and s. Kane

las gUasimas jUne 24th, san jUan jUly 1,  
santiago [siege of]1898

Here was one of the two potato diggers that were in Cuba with TR 
and the Rough Riders. Brown and NPS Ranger Michael Amato could 
see that I was suddenly unnerved. They both moved in closer to see 
the inscription. On the top of the gun was the serial number, 161. 
This was most definitely the gun I had read so much about. 

Brown assumed I knew about the four Gatlings supporting the 
Rough Riders at San Juan Hill. We have one of the four on display in 
the current exhibit courtesy of the recent Robert E. Petersen gift. I 
also knew where two of the other three were located and had even 
fired one of them in Kansas a few years ago with Jim Supica the 
director of the NFM. But this was not a Gatling; it was a potato digger 
and, as TR wrote in The Rough Riders (1899): “Our regiment had 
accumulated two rapid-fire Colt automatic guns, the gift of Stevens, 
Kane, Tiffany, and one or two others of the New York men … .” Most 
writers have since just referred to the Model 1895’s as “the Tiffany 
guns” supposing that the Tiffany mentioned by Roosevelt was Louis 
Comfort Tiffany, whose Oyster Bay estate, Laurel Hollow, was close 
to TR’s Sagamore Hill. They have also, mistakenly, referred to Louis 
Comfort Tiffany’s son William Tiffany, a trooper in the 1st U.S.V. 

William Tiffany was actually the son of Newport, R.I., scions 
George and Isabella Tiffany, who donated one of the two guns to the 
regiment. He was promoted to sergeant commanding the two Colt-
Browning machine gun section and was later promoted to lieutenant 
following his actions on July 1, 1898. 

Aside from Roosevelt’s mention of the guns in his book, and few 
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THIS WAS THE VERY FIRST 
AUTOMATIC MACHINE GUN EVER 
USED BY THE U.S. ARMY IN COMBAT.
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Colt Model 1895 Automatic Gun, serial 
number 161, was one of two used by 
the Rough Riders in Cuba, the first use 
of a machine gun by the U.S. Army. It 
was a gift from Louisa Langdon Kane 
and Sybil Kent Kane, the older sisters of 
Capt. Woodbury Kane (r.) of K Troop, 1st 
U.S. Volunteer Cavalry. The gun became 
property of the National Park Service in 
1962 and can be viewed at the National 
Firearms Museum in Fairfax.
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sparse mentions in other contemporary 
accounts, there is little modern scholarship on 
the subject available. I know of no published 
photographs of either gun made after July 
1898. Their whereabouts have been unknown 
to the general public until the Kane gun went 
on display at the NFM in October 2012. I had 
been to the Theodore Roosevelt Birthplace 
Site a number of times and would have 
certainly noticed this iconic firearm if it had 
been previously on display. 

Some may ask, why all the fuss, what is so 
special about a seemingly lost potato digger? 
This was the very first automatic machine gun 
ever used by the U.S. Army in combat. This 
was the gun that ushered in the dawn of a new 

century and changed the face of military combat for the next 100 
years—the U.S. Army’s first “big stick.”

Dolf Goldsmith’s The Browning Machine Gun, Volume I states that 
the Rough Riders’ Colt Model 1895, serial numbers 161 and 164, 
were delivered to the American Ordnance Co. of New York, N.Y., 
on May 12, 1898, and they were chambered in 7x57 mm Mauser. 
Tiffany’s section of 16 men took 4,000 rounds of ammunition with 
them to Cuba.

Remember The Maine!
After the sinking of the U.S.S. Maine in Havana harbor on Feb. 

15, 1898, the United States declared war on the Spanish empire. 
Theodore Roosevelt, then assistant secretary of the Navy in 
President William McKinley’s cabinet, resigned his post to raise 
the 1st United States Volunteer Cavalry, soon to become known 
as “Roosevelt’s Rough Riders.” Men were selected from the polo 
fields of Harvard, Princeton and Yale, and they were accompanied 
by cowboys, bronco busters, sheriffs and a few Indians from the 
western frontier. Together they formed one of the most unique and 
diverse units in American military history. They gathered at the 
State Fairgrounds in San Antonio, Texas, to train for combat, receive 
horses and their military equipment. Ever the firearm enthusiast, 
TR made sure, through his connections in the War Department, that 
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Called a “potato digger” due to its 
external, downward-swinging gas 
piston, the Model 1895 Colt was 
designed by John Browning. 
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his men were armed with the newest Model 1896 Krag Jorgensen 
magazine-fed, smokeless powder rifles in .30 Gov’t (.30-40 Krag). 
After a month of training they were sent to Tampa, Fla., and then 
embarked for Cuba.

On June 22, the Rough Riders landed in Cuba and began to 
march inland. Their first fight occurred on June 24 at Las Guasimas. 
It wasn’t the Model 1895’s first combat use as on June 14, the U.S. 
Marine Corps’ First Battalion, C Company, used four .236 USN Model 
1895 Colts taken from the U.S.S. Texas, at the battle of Cuzco Wells 
near Guantánamo Bay.

On July 1, the Rough Riders made their historic charge up Kettle 
and San Juan Hills. TR would call this his “crowded hour,” an event 
that in 2001 would finally earn him the Medal of Honor for his 
leadership that day. Though little is mentioned of the unit’s two Colt 
Model 1895s, TR makes reference to the Gatling Gun Battery that 
had been formed by Lt. John Parker of the 13th Infantry. Back in 
Tampa, Parker had managed to secure four new Colt 1895 Gatling 
guns, serial numbers 1040, 1041, 1042 and 1043 from Gen. Shafter’s 
Chief of Ordnance, Maj. John T. Thompson (yes, that Thompson). 
Parker found his unique unit attached to the cavalry division and 

supported its advance up San Juan Hill. Once up Kettle Hill, 
the Rough Riders turned their attention to storming the 

heights of San Juan Hill. Soon an ominous noise rose 
from the field of battle. TR wrote: “One or two of the 

men cried out, ‘The Spanish machine guns!’ but, 
after listening a moment, I leaped to my feet and 
called, ‘It’s the Gatlings men! It’s our Gatlings!’ 
Immediately the troopers began to cheer lustily, 
for the sound was most inspiring.”

TR added: “From thence on, Parker’s Gatlings 
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were our inseparable companions throughout the siege. They were 
right up at the front. When we dug our trenches, he took off the wheels 
of his guns and put them in the trenches. His men and ours slept in 
the same bomb-proofs and shared with one another whenever either 
side got a supply of beans or coffee and sugar. At no hour of the day or 
night was Parker anywhere but where we wished him to be, in the event 
of an attack.”

The most detailed accounts of Tiffany’s gun crews come from Parker 
in his book The Gatlings at Santiago (1898): “On the morning of the 
2d of July a handsome young soldier, in the uniform of a Rough Rider, 
approached the battery commander, saluted, and said, ‘Col. Roosevelt 
directs me to report to you with my two guns.’ Inquiry elicited the fact 
that the young trooper was Serg. William Tiffany, that he had command 
of two Colt’s automatic rapid-fire guns, with a crew consisting of Corp. 
Stevens and six men, and that he had 4,000 rounds of 7-millimeter 
ammunition. Four thousand was not a very large supply for two guns 
which could fire at the rate of 500 shots each per minute. Fortunately, 
the Gatling Gun Detachment had found time, on the 1st of July, to 
collect about 10,000 rounds of Mauser ammunition in the captured 
trenches, and a comparison of the Mauser with the 7-millimeter 
ammunition at once disclosed the fact that it was precisely the same 
ammunition which Tiffany had brought along for his guns. The problem 
of ammunition supply for Tiffany’s guns was solved. He now had 14,000 
rounds, and his guns became a very powerful reinforcement at this 
point. Serg. Tiffany and his men had carried these guns from Siboney 
to the firing-line upon their backs. How they got the four boxes of 
ammunition through they themselves could hardly tell.”

Roosevelt clears up the issue by writing: “Tiffany, by great exertions, 
had corralled a couple of mules and was using them to transport the 
Colt automatic guns in the rear of the regiment.” 

Of the effectiveness of the combined Gatling and Colt Model 1895 
battery, TR wrote that the dynamite gun that was also attached to the 
unit made good work of busting up Spanish fortifications, when it 
actually worked. A dynamite gun round, Roosevelt related, “… struck a 
big building, from which there promptly swarmed both Spanish cavalry 
and infantry, on whom the Colt automatic guns played with good effect 
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during the minute that elapsed before they could get other cover. 
These Colt automatic guns were not, on the whole, very successful. The 
gun detail was under the charge of Sergeant (afterward Lieutenant) 
Tiffany, assisted by some of our best men, like Stephens, Crowninshield, 
Bradley, Smith, and Herrig. The guns were mounted on tripods. They 
were too heavy for men to carry any distance and we could not always 
get mules. They would have been more effective if mounted on wheels, 
as the Gatlings were. Moreover, they proved more delicate than the 
Gatlings, and very readily got out of order. A further and serious 
disadvantage was that they did not use the Krag ammunition, as the 
Gatlings did, but the Mauser ammunition. The Spanish cartridges which 
we captured came in quite handily for this reason. Parker took the same 
fatherly interest in these two Colts that he did in the dynamite gun, and 

finally I put all three and their men under his immediate care, so that he 
had a battery of seven guns.”

Despite their shortcomings, TR did find them to be useful during 
the two-week siege of Santiago that followed the July 1 charge up 
San Juan Hill. He wrote of the Spanish sharpshooters harassing their 
lines with effective suppressing fire:“[O]ccasionally we would play 
a Gatling or a Colt all through the top of a suspicious tree, I but twice 
saw Spaniards brought down out of their perches from in front of our 
lines—on each occasion the fall of the Spaniard being hailed with 
loud cheers by our men.”

As far as active engagement during the siege, TR wrote: “Almost 
the only Rough Riders who had a chance to do much firing were the 
men with the Colt automatic guns … Parker had a splendid time with 
the Gatlings and the Colts. With these machine guns he completely 
silenced the battery in front of us.”

Parker had high praise for Sgt. Tiffany and his men during the siege. 
His book is complete with detailed maps marking the exact position 
of each of the two Colt Model 1895s as well as his own Gatlings. Once 

TR WROTE THAT THE DYNAMITE GUN 
THAT WAS ALSO ATTACHED TO THE 
UNIT MADE GOOD WORK OF BUSTING 
UP SPANISH FORTIFICATIONS, WHEN IT 
ACTUALLY WORKED.
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Purchased in 1898, serial 
number 161 is chambered 
in 7x57 mm Mauser. 
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in the trenches he wrote: “[Tiffany] and his men now succeeded in 
placing his guns in the trench, and, from that time until the end of the 
fight, they could hardly be induced to leave them long enough to eat; 
they didn’t leave them to sleep—they slept in the trench by the guns.”

On July 17 Santiago finally surrendered and the work of the 
Rough Riders was finished in Cuba. Sadly, they remained in their 
entrenchments for another month before they were shipped home 

to Camp Wikoff on Montauk Point, the eastern edge of Long Island. 
During the month of inactivity, many men of the regiment came down 
with “Cuban Fever.” Nineteen would perish, almost as many died from 
malaria as from Spanish bullets. On August 25, while recovering in 
Boston, Lt. William Tiffany died and was deeply mourned by Roosevelt 
and the rest of the regiment still quarantined on Long Island.

With Tiffany’s death and the disbandment of the 1st U.S.V. Cavalry 
on Sept. 15th, 1898, all mentions of the two Model 1895s disappear. 
The discovery of serial number 161 in July of last year has sparked 
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renewed interest in the historic use of these two machine guns. The 
most interesting developments have come from the clues the gun 
itself has left us. The inscription “L. & S. Kane” led to more research. 
Roosevelt noted the two guns were gifts to the regiment from: “Stevens, 
Kane, Tiffany, and one or two others … .” William Tiffany was made 
sergeant of the machine gun detachment, Joseph S. Stevens was made 
a corporal. This leaves Kane, who was Captain Woodbury Kane of K 
Troop. In the photograph of the two Colt 1895s taken at the San Antonio 
fair grounds in late May 1898, Tiffany and Stevens are identified in 
the group photo. One mustachioed gentleman on the far right is 
unidentified but is certainly Capt. Woodbury Kane. Kane was a friend 
of TR while he was at Harvard, was one of the country’s foremost polo 
players (as was Stevens) as well as an accomplished sailor, having 
crewed the America’s Cup entry to victory on more than one occasion. 
As the great-grandson of John Jacob Astor, he was a man of privilege 
and wealth. He was also adored by his two doting older sisters, Louisa 
Langdon Kane and Sybil Kent Kane. The first machine gun ever used 
in military combat by the U.S. Army was a gift from two women who 
adored their younger brother and presented his unit with the finest in 
military firepower available at the time.

TR’s original birthplace site was demolished prior to World War I. 
After his death, The Roosevelt Memorial Ass’n (as it was then known) 
rebuilt and restored the brownstone as homage to the late, venerated 
colonel of the Rough Riders. The home was transferred as a gift to the 
American people by the renamed Theodore Roosevelt Ass’n, along 
with Sagamore Hill, to the U.S. National Park Service in 1962. The NPS 
records reveal that the Colt Model 1895 was in the inventory of the 
home upon its acquisition in 1962. When the TRA acquired the gun and 
from where is unknown, and the location of the other  
“Tiffany” gun (number 164) is still a mystery.

The National Park Service has generously loaned the Colt Model 1895, 
number 161, to the NFM to include it in the popular “Theodore Roosevelt: 
Trappings of an Icon” exhibit. The gun will be on view through September 
2013. “Trappings of an Icon” will continue on display indefinitely. The 
NFM is located at NRA Headquarters in Fairfax, Va. Admission is free and 
the museum is open to the public every day except Christmas from 9:30 
to 5:00. Visit the exhibit online at www.nramuseum.com. 

http://www.nramuseum.com
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Two Guns 
In One? 
FN’s FNS

Photo by Peter Fountain

FNH USA’s new FNS pistol is available as two guns in one in a compact kit, allowing the 
owner to swap between 9 mm Luger and .40 S&W in less than a minute.

BY WILEY CLAPP, Field Editor



or more than a century, the Belgian 
firm of Fabrique Nationale de 
Armes de Guerre (FN) has been 
an iconic institution in the world 

of armsmaking. In the early days, some 
of those guns came from the genius of 
American designer John Browning, who 
made frequent Atlantic crossings to conduct 
his European business. Browning forever 
owns the loyalty of America for his many 
military models, some of which are still in 
active service with U.S. forces. As a matter 

F
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of fact, some U.S. service firearms come from an FN facility 
in South Carolina. The association of FN and the American 
market—military, police and sporting—remains strong. The 
pistol at hand is a perfect example of FN’s willingness to build 
guns that are specifically designed for American use. Made 
in the United States by an FN subsidiary called FNH USA, the 
pistol is known as the FNS. 

It is a gun that reflects American preferences in full-size 
service pistols, appropriate for both police holster carry and 
civilian personal defense. The FNS is the latest in a modern 
series of FN pistols designed to compete with other major 
brands. After earlier unsuccessful efforts to modernize the 
aging classic Hi-Power and several unsuccessful polymer guns, 
FNH came out with a series of pistols in the popular American 
chamberings. Called the FNP series, these pistols lasted 
several years until updated into the current hammer-fired FNX 
line (see sidebar). Interestingly enough, the FNPs included a 
.357 SIG version, but the FNX line does not. At this point, the 
striker-fired FNS lineup is either 9 mm Luger or .40 S&W, but a 
.45 ACP is on the way. The relative size of the various cartridges 
means that one frame will do for 9 mm/.40 S&W, but a slightly 
larger one will be required to build a .45 ACP gun.

This is a preview of a completely new version of the FNS 
pistol, which is so new that a final suggested retail price was not 
available at press time—the price shown in the accompanying 
table is an estimate from FN. It is called the Combo Kit and our 
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sample 9 mm Luger Combo Kit gun came in an elaborate 
black nylon case with designated pockets for the two extra 
magazines, lock, manual, etc. along with a pocket that holds 
a complete top half in .40 S&W. The receiver is the same for 
both chamberings, so you can shoot either of the popular 
pistol chamberings in the same gun. Just swap the uppers. 
You will need a different magazine, but two clearly marked 
.40 S&W magazines are included. In a sense, this FNS is a 
gun-and-a-half if you count the parts, but it is in effect two 
pistols—a 9 mm Luger with three magazines and a .40 S&W 

with two.
The implications of this approach are 

huge. Shooters who want to shoot a lot 
in practice can buy the less-expensive 
bulk 9 mm, then change back to .40 S&W 
when there’s a need for better terminal 
effect. A quick telephone survey of local 
gun shops indicated the savings in my 
area would run around 25 to 35 percent. 
You could amortize the additional top half 
pretty quickly at that rate. The second 
so-called “top half” consists of a complete 
slide, barrel and recoil spring with guide. 
The spring is calibrated for the barrel 
and slide—do not mix them up. Swapping 
calibers takes only seconds, and it can be 
done in less time than it takes to describe 
it. Unload the pistol, lock the slide to the 
rear and pivot the takedown lever down  
90 degrees. Depress the slide lock and 
ease the slide assembly off the receiver. 
Replace the slide with the alternate one, 
rack it to the rear, and lock it in place. Pivot 
the takedown lever up 90 degrees, and 
you’re ready to go in another caliber.

Whether it’s a 9 mm Luger upper 
installed on your gun or the .40 S&W, the 
gun behaves the same. The operating 
controls are on the receiver and are 
ambidextrous. Up-to-safe, down-to-fire 
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Sights are of the three-dot type 
with tritium inserts and are 
dovetailed into the slide.
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thumb safeties are at the top rear edges of the receiver and 
a slide lock lever is about an inch forward of that. Magazine 
release buttons are near the lower rear corner of the trigger 
guard. Push in and the magazine will drop free of the pistol.

Speaking of magazines, let’s look at what comes in the kit. 
There are three 9 mm magazines, which have impressed 
ridges on the flat sides. They accept 17 rounds for an on-board 
availability of 18 when there’s one in the chamber. In the case 
of the two .40 S&W magazines, it’s 14 rounds (plus one), and the 
magazine bodies do not have the ridges. Magazines of either 
caliber are an easy fit in the receiver, change quickly and even 
have an integral stop for the over-eager shooter who slams his 
magazines into place with undue vigor. 

The pistol is a duty-size, polymer-and-steel, recoil-operated, 
semi-automatic pistol that weighs 25.2 ozs. with the 9 mm upper 
and 27.5 ozs. when the .40 S&W slide and barrel are in place. It 

One frame accepts either the 9 mm Luger or .40 S&W slide assemblies. The lockwork (below) on 
the FNS differs from earlier FN pistols in that this gun is a striker-fired design that provides a long 
trigger pull (double-action-only) that is the same for each shot.



measures 7.25"x 5.5"x 1.35" with either upper. I believe the slight 
weight increase with the .40 S&W upper is probably because that 
fast-opening, sometimes problematic cartridge needs a little more 
mass in the recoiling parts.

And that brings us to the major reason why the FNS is different 
from earlier FNP and current FNX pistols. Those earlier FNs use 
double-action/single-action triggers. Most competing makers offer 
guns with double-action-only trigger (DAO) systems, a trend that 
began with Glock in the mid 1980s. Many shooters have come  
to believe that this system is superior due to the short, smooth 
trigger pull on every shot. Double-action-only guns invariably 
use a spring-loaded striker (rather than a pivoting hammer) and 
partially pre-cock the striker when the slide recoils. This is exactly 
why FN’s engineers went with the striker-fired system on the FNS. In 
today’s market, the double-action-only FNS pistol is probably a more 
competitive pistol than the FNX with its double-action/single-action 
trigger system.

There are other features that are sure to be popular with the avid 
handgunner. The FNS’ sights are  big and easy to see; they even 
have those highly desirable tritium inserts, one on the front and two 
on the rear. It is the rear sight notch that is so different. It is quite 
large and has typical parallel sides. But at the bottom end of the 
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Supplied with 9 mm Luger and 
.40 S&W slides, barrels and recoil 
spring assemblies, swapping 
chamberings is as easy as field 
stripping the pistol and simply 
putting on the other assembly. 
Three 9 mm Luger magazines are 
supplied with the FNS Combo Kit, 
as are two for the .40 S&W.  
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The up-to-safe, down-to-fire 
safety is ambidextrous.



notch, the contour is a 
deep “V.” You sure can 
see those sights easily. 
The molded polymer 
receiver has a built-in 
accessory rail for lights 
or lasers on the dust 
cover. There are several 

panels of dots or ridges that serve to anchor the pistol in the 
shooter’s grasp. Even the company logo (an old-fashioned 
intertwined “FN”) on both sides of the butt is a part of the 
gripping surface. Finally, the kit has an extra interchangeable 
backstrap that permits tailoring of the butt to a greater variety 
of hands.

At the range, we fired several different commercial loads 
through the gun with each upper in place. Tabulated on p. 156, 
the data shows the pistol to be a pretty good shooter, with a bit 
of an edge going to the gun in its mid-bore configuration—.40 
S&W. This is a little surprising, because the .40 S&W is not often 
seen as a particularly nail-driving cartridge. In the absence of 
proper Ransom Rest inserts, I was forced to fire from a benched 
rest and that never produces really great results. Also, the DAO 
trigger was difficult to manage for this type of shooting. While 
the manual says the trigger pull weighs from 5.5 to 7.7 lbs., I 
would guess this one was at the high end of the range.

Functioning was absolutely 100 percent, with nary a stutter 
or glitch in the performance of either caliber. The trigger is 
different, but experienced shooters will quickly pick up on 
how to reset the trigger after an initial shot. That means pulling 
all the way through the DAO arc, holding the trigger back and 
then slowly allowing it go forward. A slight click means the 
trigger linkage inside the gun is re-set and ready to fire again. 
Buyers are encouraged to develop skill in doing this—it is the 
key to getting the most from the unique FNS “two-guns-in-one” 
pistol from FNH USA. This is a fine new entry from a legendary 
gunmaker, and I believe it will hit the mark with value-conscious 
shooters who demand a quality service pistol. 

The double-action-only trigger had a 
long arc and broke at 7 lbs., 7 ozs., but 
had a manageable reset point.
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The FNX Trio of Service Pistols

Since the FNS Combo Kit gun is a unique new 
product, we have covered it in detail in the 
adjacent article. But it’s best to keep things in 

perspective and realize that the FNS series of guns do not 
comprise the complete range of modern service pistols 
made by FNH USA. Currently, three basic pistols are in the 
FNX line, and it’s not surprising that they are 9 mm Luger, 
.40 S&W and .45 ACP. As is the case with the FNS line, the 
.40 S&W and 9 mm share the same receiver, while the  
.45 ACP cartridge mandates a slightly larger pistol. Much 
of my description of the FNS applies to the FNX. 

There is a major difference in the arrangement of the 
lockwork and therefore, in the handling of the two guns. 
The FNX is an ingenious form of double-action/single-
action, one of the most versatile you will ever see. While 
the FNS fires by means of an in-line striker, the FNX uses 
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SHOOTING RESULTS (25 YDS.)
9 mm Luger 
Cartridge

VeL. @ 12'
(f.p.s.)

energy

(ft.-Lbs.)
group size in inChes

smaLLest   Largest   aVerage

federaL  no. p9hs2
147-gr.  
hydra-shok Jhp

1004 Avg.
22 Sd

328 2.44 3.89 3.23

.40 s&W
Cartridge

VeL. @ 12’
(f.p.s.)

energy

(ft.-Lbs.)
group size in inChes

smaLLest   Largest   aVerage

bLaCk hiLLs

180-gr. Jhp
983 Avg.

18 Sd

386 2.17 3.44 2.96

.45 aCp 
Cartridge

VeL. @ 12’
(f.p.s.)

energy

(ft.-Lbs.)
group size in inChes

smaLLest   Largest   aVerage

federaL  
no. gm45a
230-gr. fmJ matCh

809 Avg.
14 Sd

334 2.13 3.87 2.76

NoteS: AccurAcy reSultS bASed oN five coNSecutive, five-Shot groupS fired with the guN 
beNched oN SANdbAgS. velocitieS meASured with AN oehler model 35p chroNogrAph with 
Sky ScreeNS 12 ft. from the muzzle. temperAture: 32˚ f. AbbreviAtioNS: fmJ (full metAl 
JAcket), Jhp (JAcketed hollow poiNt), Sd (StANdArd deviAtioN).
SpecificAtioNS: fNX piStolS (Note thAt SpecificAtioNS for the 9 mm ANd .40 S&w verSioNS 
Are the SAme AS thoSe of the fNS liNe. the mAJor differeNce iS the fire-coNtrol SyStem, AS 
deScribed iN the teXt.)
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a pivoting hammer that smacks a spring-loaded firing pin. That also 
means you’ll have a great big hammer right in front of your eyes—the 
best cocking indicator ever devised. Load the pistol by inserting a 
magazine fully into the magazine well and racking the slide. This will 
close the slide, chamber a round and leave the hammer cocked. If you 
want to carry the pistol like an M1911—cocked and locked—just press 

the safety lever up, and the safety is engaged. To fire, press the lever 
down (it’s right under the base of your thumb) aim and press the trigger. 

On the other hand, if you prefer the DAO approach, you load the gun 
as before, but this time press the safety lever all the way down. This 
movement will cause the hammer to de-cock or drop without firing the 
gun. To fire a shot, just press the trigger through a long-arc, double-
action pull and it will fire. In either case, the cycling slide will extract 
the fired round, eject it out of the pistol, cock the hammer and feed 
a fresh round as the slide closes. Since the hammer is now cocked, 
successive shots will be in the single-action mode, i.e. a short, crisp 
and light trigger pull. Almost all of the early efforts to build a double-
action/single-action resulted in a gun that did not offer this option. The 
FNX does, and it is an arguably better pistol because of it. 

The very first of the FNP pistols established a standard of excellence 
in ergonomics that continues to the FNX and FNS models. The butt 
section is adjustable in the sense of interchangeable backstraps and 

The FNX Trio of Service Pistols

THIS MOVEMENT WILL CAUSE THE 
HAMMER TO DE-COCK OR DROP 
WITHOUT FIRING THE GUN. TO FIRE 
A SHOT, JUST PRESS THE TRIGGER 
THROUGH A LONG-ARC, DOUBLE-
ACTION PULL AND IT WILL FIRE.
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the controls—safety/decocker, slide lock and magazine catch—are on 
both sides of the receiver. In the shooting sense, our range work with 
a trio of FNX pistols was excellent as the tabulated results show. The 
three guns were pleasant to handle and fire, although the double-action 
triggers on my samples were pretty heavy. Also, note that our sample .45 

was the FNX .45 Tactical, a variant developed for possible adoption by 
the U.S. armed services. It came with an extended and threaded barrel 
to take a suppressor and extra-high adjustable sights to see over one.

We fired all three FNX variations on a very cold winter day. There 
were no problems with functioning, and accuracy was entirely 
acceptable with a selected load in each caliber. The FNX strikes me as 
very appealing in the handling sense. You can carry it in either a hammer 
down, double-action/single-action mode or cocked-and-locked, single-
action mode. In either mode, the gun is safe and shootable. Best of all, 
its price is in the reasonable range for the features.

—Wiley Clapp, Field editor
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WE FIRED ALL THREE FNX 
VARIATIONS ON A VERY COLD 
WINTER DAY. THERE WERE NO 
PROBLEMS WITH FUNCTIONING, 
AND ACCURACY WAS ENTIRELY 
ACCEPTABLE WITH A SELECTED 
LOAD IN EACH CALIBER.
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FNX PISTOL (TACTICAL)
manufaCturer: FNH USA  

(Dept. AR), p.O. BOx 9424, 
McLeAN, VA 22102; (703) 288-
3500;  
www.FNHUSA.cOM

CaLiber: .45 Acp
aCtion type: RecOiL-OpeRAteD, 

HAMMeR-FiReD, DOUBLe-ActiON/SiNgLe-
ActiON,  
ceNteR-FiRe SeMi-AUtOMAtic piStOL

frame: pOLyMeR witH iNSeRtS

barreL: 5.3"
rifLing: 1:16" RH twiSt

magazine: 15-ROUND cApAcity  
DetAcHABLe BOx 

sights: DOVetAiLeD FRONt AND ReAR  
witH tRitiUM iNSeRtS, eLeVAteD  
FOR USe witH SUppReSSORS

trigger puLL: DOUBLe-ActiON, 8 LBS., 
12 OzS.; SiNgLe-ActiON 4 LBS., 6 OzS.

oVeraLL Length: 7.87"
Width: 1.50"
height: 6.3"
Weight: 33.2 OzS.
aCCessories: tActicAL NyLON cASe, 

tHRee MAgAziNeS, cABLe, MANUAL, 
tHRee SpARe BAckStRApS

suggested retaiL: $1,399
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AN OPTICAL GLOSSARY

Photos by author



GLOSSARY OF
OPTICAL TERMS
When it comes to describing optics, a lot of technical terms are thrown around. Here is a glossary 

to help you better understand riflescopes, binoculars or spotting scopes.

very area of interest, 
particularly if it’s the least 
bit technical, has its own 
specialized vocabulary. For 
example, when the Global 
Positioning System (GPS) 

came along and I decided to get a 
receiver for field use, I had to learn 
the precise meanings of a number of 
esoteric terms and abbreviations, which 
often have different meanings than 
in our everyday world. For example, 
an “active leg” isn’t something that 

twitches while you sleep and a “last 
fix” has nothing to do with illicit drug 
use. Specialized technical terms serve 
the purpose of compressing very 
complex ideas into one or two words. 
Consequently, one must either learn 
the jargon or remain ignorant to what is 
being discussed. Likewise, one cannot 
fully understand the workings of sports 
optics (binoculars, spotting scopes 
and telescopic sights) without knowing 
about diopters, erecting systems, exit 
pupils, parallax and so forth.

E
BY BILL MCRAE
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AberrAtions: Optical abnormalities present in lens systems, which, 
though correctable, cannot be completely eliminated. They include: 
chromatic aberration, spherical aberration, coma, distortion, curvature 
of field and astigmatism.

AchromAt: Also known as an achromatic lens. A lens consisting 
of two or more elements, usually of crown and flint glass, that has 
been corrected for chromatic (color) aberrations with respect to two 
selected colors, usually blue and red.

AngulAr meAsurements: The performance characteristics of 
optical instruments are often expressed as angular measurements. 
Field of view is measured in degrees; windage and elevation 
adjustments are calibrated in minutes of angle or fractions thereof; 
resolution is measured in seconds of angle; and the center-to-center 
spacing of dots on mil-dot reticles equals one milliradian (mil.).

Degree of Angle: A unit of angular measure equal to 1/360 of a 
circle. One degree subtends 62.83" at 100 yds. or 52.36 ft. at 1,000 yds.

minute of Angle (m.o.A.): A unit of angular measure equal to 1/60 
of a degree, or 60 seconds. One minute subtends almost exactly 1" 
(1.047") at 100 yds., 2" at 200 yds., 3" at 300 yds., and so forth—making it 
a criterion for firearm accuracy. 

seconD of Angle (s.o.A.): A unit of angular measure equal to 1/60 
of a minute or 1/3600 of a degree, which subtends 0.01745" at 100 yds. 
Resolving power is usually stated in seconds of angle.



This image is to illustrate an exaggerated level of chromatic abber-
ation. In this case, the red and blue wavelengths are not converging 
together in the final image.
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mil: A unit of angular measure that is subtended by one unit of length at a 
distance of 1,000 units of length, such as one meter at a distance of 1,000 
meters. The spaces between dot centers on mil-dot reticles subtend 3.6" at 
100 yds., 7.2" at 200 yds., 10.8" at 300 yds. and so forth.

ApochromAt: Also known as an apochromatic lens. A lens system in 
which the three primary colors (blue, green and red) have been brought 
to a common focus through the use of special optical glasses, thus 
eliminating practically all chromatic aberration. Abbreviated terms used 
to designate instruments with apochromatic optics include: ED (Extra-low 
Dispersion), HD (High Definition), FL (Fluorite) and APO (Apochromatic).  



This schematic illustrates 
what is meant by 
several optical terms, 
particularly as they apply 
to telescopic sights.
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These diagrams illustrate the differences between roof- 
and porro prism designs as applied to binoculars.



binoculAr: adj. Relating to, used by, or involving both eyes at the 
same time, as in binocular vision. n. A pair of telescopes mounted 
side-by-side, usually by means of a centrally located hinge, so that the 
eyepiece spacing can be adjusted to match the viewer’s interocular 
distance. Binoculars are rated by their magnifying power followed by 
the objective diameter in millimeters (e.g., 8X 42 mm). The basic types of 
binoculars include:

• gAlileAn binoculAr (operA glAsses): Lacking prisms, these 
small binoculars—consisting of convex objective lenses and concave 
ocular lenses—are generally unsuited for hunting or other long-range 
viewing because of their narrow fields of view and low magnifying 
powers, which range from about 2.5X to 4X.

• porro prism binoculAr: This classic binocular design has a 
Z-type configuration that positions the objective lenses farther apart 
than the eyepieces, significantly increasing the viewer’s stereoscopic 
depth perception.

• reverseD porro binoculAr: Though similar to conventional 
Porro prism models, this binocular has the prisms rotated so that 
the objectives are closer together than the eyepieces. This is 
characteristic of compact binoculars, although some full-sized 
binoculars now position the objectives as close together as possible. 
In either case the stereopsis is decreased.

• roof prism binoculAr: This type is recognizable by having its 
objective and eyepiece lenses in a straight line. The stereopsis is 
then equal to that of the viewer’s unaided eyes as enhanced by the 
magnification. Although, some roof prism binoculars, particularly those 
having Abbe-style roof prisms, do have the objectives slightly offset. 
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center focus: Refers to a type of binocular with a centrally 
located focusing control that adjusts both eyepieces of a binocular 
simultaneously. Such binoculars usually have an individual diopter 
adjustment for one eyepiece to compensate for vision differences 
between the viewer’s two eyes. 

coAteD optics: Optical elements having refractive or reflective 
surfaces that have been coated with one or more layers of either 
dielectric or metallic materials that serve to reduce or increase 
reflections, eliminate phase interference, decrease external fogging or 
protect the surfaces from abrasion. Magnesium fluoride, silicon oxide, 
zinc sulfide, aluminum and silver are a few of the most commonly used 
coating materials. The primary coatings include:

• Antireflection coAtings: These coatings, whether single layer or 
multilayered, reduce reflections from optical surfaces, thus increasing 
the percentage of the available light transmitted through optical 
instruments. The results are improved image brightness and contrast.

• reflection coAtings: These coatings improve the reflectance of 
the various types of mirrored surfaces used in optical instruments. 
Any light lost in the process of reflection reduces an instrument’s 
image brightness.

phAse-correction (p) coAtings: When applied to the roof surfaces 
of roof prisms, phase-correction coatings reduce the image-degrading 
affects of destructive interference that occur when out-of-phase light 
waves from the opposite roof surfaces reunite to form images.

collimAtion: The process of aligning the optical axes of optical 
systems to coincide with the mechanical axes of surfaces of an 
instrument. Binoculars pose a special problem because both optical 
systems must be pointed in precisely the same direction; otherwise the 
viewer will experience eyestrain or worse, double imaging. 



The schematic above illustrates how antireflection coatings reduce reflections from 
optical surfaces, thus increasing the percentage of the available light that’s transmitted 
through optical instruments. In the photograph below, notice the difference between a 
fully multicoated lens (l.) and a single-layer coated lens (r.) in terms of how they reflect 
sunlight from their surfaces. The multilayer coating is obviously superior.
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collimAtor: An optical device consisting of a well-corrected 
objective lens with a reticle at its focal plane. An example being the 
lens systems used in optical bore sighters.

Diopter: A measurement unit that expresses the refractive power of 
a lens. A lens with a focal length of 1 meter has a refractive power of 
one diopter. Lenses with shorter focal lengths have greater power in 
diopters. Accordingly, a lens with a focal length of one-quarter meter 
has a power of four diopters. The refractive power of converging 
(convex) lenses is positive; the refractive power of a diverging 
(concave) lens is negative. 

Diopter scAle: A focusing scale—such as on the eyepieces of 
binoculars—which serves to indicate the degree of convergence or 
divergence of the light rays emerging from the instrument.

erecting system: Lenses or prisms that serve to erect the inverted 
(upside down and laterally reversed) image formed by objective lenses. 

All telescopic sights and many telescopes use lenses 
to erect the image, while binoculars and prismatic 
spotting scopes use either Porro or roof prisms. 
Astronomical telescopes don’t need and, therefore, 
seldom have erecting systems. 

exit pupil: This is the small disk of light seen when 
looking at the eyepiece lens of an optical instrument 
that is held at arm’s length and pointed toward a 
bright background. Though the exit pupil may appear 
to be within the eyepiece, it is actually located behind 

the eyepieces at the point where the eye must be positioned to see 
the full field of view. Exit pupil diameters, in millimeters, are calculated 

Diopter scales 
on center-focus 

binoculars serve to 
correct for visual 
differences in the 
viewer’s eyesight.



An exit pupil is the small disk of light that is visible when 
looking at the eyepiece lens of an optical instrument that is held 
at arm’s length and pointed toward a bright background. The 
diameter of an exit pupil, in millimeters, can be calculated by 
dividing the objective lens diameter by the magnification, or it 
can be measured directly by using a metric scale. 

by dividing the objective diameter by 
the magnification, e.g. a 10X 50 mm 
binocular has 5 mm exit pupils.

eyepiece (oculAr): The lens or 
lens group between the final image 
in a visual optical instrument and the 
viewer’s eye. It serves to magnify 
that image, thereby determining the 
magnifying power. 

eye pupil: The apparently black 
circular opening in the iris of the eye 
that permits light to pass through the 
eye lens to the retina. The human 
eye pupil dilates automatically from 
a diameter of about 2 mm in bright 
sunlight to 7 mm in the dark. 

eye relief: The distance from 
the ocular (rear) lens of an optical 
system to a point at which the user’s 
eye can see the full field of view. 
“Long-eye-relief” binoculars and 
spotting scopes allow users to see 
the entire field of view while wearing 
eyeglasses. Telescopic sights used 
on hard-kicking firearms must have 
especially long eye relief to reduce 
the likelihood of the ocular striking 
the shooter’s eye or face.

More on the Web

www.americanrifleman.org
/Coatings
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fielD of view (fov): The maximum width of the areas that can be 
seen through the eyepiece of an optical instrument, as measured either 
angularly in degrees or linearly in feet or meters at specified distances. 
For example, a 10X binocular with a six-degree angular field has a linear 
FOV of 315 ft. at 1,000 yds. For conversion purposes, one degree equals 
52.36 ft. at 1,000 yds.

fielD, AppArent: The angular subtense of the FOV as it appears to 
the eye as the result of magnification. Apparent field is calculated by 
multiplying the true angular field by the magnification. Accordingly, a 10X 
binocular with a six-degree true field has a 60-degree apparent field.

fielD stop: An aperture located at the image plane of an optical 
instrument that determines the extent and shape of the field of 
view, which is usually round in viewing optics and either square or 
rectangular in cameras. 

focus: To adjust the eyepiece or objective of an optical instrument 
so that the image appears sharp and well-defined to the observer. 
Changes in viewing distances usually require changes in focus.

inDiviDuAl focus: A type of binocular focusing system in which  
each eyepiece is adjusted independently each time the instrument  
is refocused.

interpupillAry DistAnce (ipD): The distance between the exit 
pupils of a binocular instrument. This usually is adjustable so as to 
accommodate the observer’s interocular distance, a normal range 
being from 55 mm to 75 mm.
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                               made famous 
in 1945 at the

 Battle of Berlin.
This PPS is Great Fun, 

Accurate and Inexpensive to
Shoot too.  (If it’s legal where you 

live, you can also buy its 50-rd drum.)
Free: Original Soviet Sling with Swivels.

New  PPS50/22   .22LR semi-auto rifle    $495.

Original WWII ADVERSARIES!
Rifles that made History

    Soviet Mosin Sniper:  
These are the last of the origi-
nal Russian Sniper rifles, 
complete with Original scope, 
accessories, display stand and 
Enemy at the Gates video.
Get one before it’s destroyed.
Mosin Collector Sniper Rifle 

with  Scope included  $799.
   German ZF41 Sniper  
  An original K98k with the 
 scope-mount base built 
 into the barrel in WWII.
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Rifle with scope rings Only $595.
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     Here’s a next generation version of the 
famous Colt M16 - Black Lightning.

! Before 
It’s Too Late!

Telescopic sights used on hard-kicking firearms must have 
especially long eye (above) relief to reduce the likelihood of the 
ocular striking the shooter’s eye or face. This method (devised 
by the author) is an extremely effective way of measuring the 
eye relief of binoculars and spotting scopes. Simply shine a 
bright light into the objective lens and measure the distance, 
in millimeters, to the point where the shaft of light exiting the 
eyepiece is narrowest (below), which is also the point in space 
where the exit pupil is located.
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imAge (reAl): An optical reproduction of an object formed by a lens or 
mirror. A real image can be captured on a screen of film.

imAge (virtuAl): An optical image as seen directly by the viewer’s eye 
is said to be “virtual” because it doesn’t exist where it appears to be. A 
virtual image cannot be captured on a screen or film. The images seen 
in a plane mirror, which appear to be located behind the surface, are 
likewise classified as virtual.

imAge or focAl plAne: A plane at right angles to the principal axis 
of a lens or mirror on which the best image of an object is focused.
 
light-gAthering power: A term used to describe the capacity 
of objective lenses to receive light. Light-gathering power can be 
calculated as the square of the objective’s diameter in millimeters. For 
example, doubling the diameter of the objective, quadruples the light 
gathering power.

This schematic illustrates 
about everything there is 
to know about field of view, 
whether angular or linear.



In a binocular with the individual focusing system each eyepiece is 
adjusted independently each time the instrument is refocused.
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light trAnsmission: The percentage of light passing all the way 
through an optical system relative to the amount that entered. This 
can range anywhere from as low as 50 percent for instruments with 
uncoated optics to about 95 percent for those with high-quality, 
multilayer anti-reflection coatings.

mAgnifying power: This is the ability of an optical instrument to 
make objects appear larger. An instrument that makes objects appear 
eight times higher and eight times wider is said to have eight-power or 
8X magnification. It is designated by the number preceding the “X” in 
optical specifications, i.e., a 10X 42 mm binocular makes objects appear 
10-times larger.

monoculAr: adj. Of, relating to, or intended for use by only one eye. n. 
Usually a small handheld telescope that resembles one half of a binocular.

An objective lens receives light from 
viewed objects and forms the primary 
image in an optical instrument.



object: Anything that is observed 
through or imaged by an optical system. 

objective: The optical element (front 
lens) that receives light from viewed 
objects and forms the first or primary 
image in an optical instrument. The 
number following the “X” in optical 
specification numbers is the objective 
diameter in millimeters, i.e., a 10X 42 
mm binocular has 42 mm objectives. 
Larger objectives gather more light, 
relative to their surface areas, and 
have better resolution, relative to 
their diameters. 

model

The world’s most 
versatile 3-gun 
competition rifle

Scan the QR code 
with your mobile device

3G

 www.stagarms.com
stag arms

860-229-9994

*shown with optional sights



  C O M M E N T

 H O W  T O :  D I G I T A L

AN OPTICAL GLOSSARY

American Rifleman     March 2013

The performance of an optical instrument is determined primarily by 
the diameter of its objective lens or lenses—the bigger, the better.



pArAllAx: Parallax is an optical phenomenon that exists 
in telescopic sights when the image plane of the target—
the location of which varies longitudinally within the scope 
depending on the target distance—does not fall exactly on 
the reticle plane. This is seen as a relative motion between the 
target and the reticle when the eye is moved from side to side in 
the exit pupil. Low-power scopes are adjusted at the factory to 
be parallax-free at one specific distance, such as 100 or 150 yds. 
for riflescopes, 75 yds. for shotgun scopes and 50 yds. for rimfire 
scopes. Scopes with magnifications exceeding 10X usually 
have special focusing adjustments that eliminate parallax and 
simultaneously assure maximum image sharpness by refocusing 
the target image to precisely coincide with the reticle plane. 
These adjustments are located either on the scope’s objective 
bell, called “adjustable objective” (AO), or on the adjustment 
turret, called “side focus.”

prisms: As used in binoculars and spotting scopes, prisms 
serve to erect the inverted image formed by the objective 
lenses while simultaneously folding the light path, permitting 
the instruments to be made much shorter than if erecting lenses 
were used. The commonly used types of prisms are porro 
prisms and roof prism, neither of which has a commanding 
advantage. Porro prisms, with their Z-type configuration, are 
less expensive to manufacture. Therefore, quality being equal, 
Porro prism instruments tend to be better buys. Roof prism 
instruments, with their in-line configuration, tend to be more 
compact and slightly more shock-resistant. 
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refrAction: The bending of light rays as they pass from a medium of 
one density into a medium of a different density, e.g., from air to glass or 
vice versa. The extent to which a ray is bent depends on: 1), the angle of 
incidence, and 2) the difference in density between the two mediums. 

relAtive brightness: Also called geometrical luminosity factor. The 
ability of an exit pupil to transmit available light, which is calculated as 
the square of the diameter in millimeters. Accordingly, an instrument 
with a 2.5 mm exit pupil has a relative brightness of 6.25, while a 7 mm 
exit pupil has a relative brightness of 49, which corresponds to the 
maximum dilation of the pupil of the human eye. 

resolving power (resolution): The ability of an optical instrument 
to reproduce the points, lines and surfaces in an object as separate entities 
in the image. Resolution is measured in seconds of angle using a target 
containing a series of sets of lines at progressively smaller spacing. 

This schematic 
illustratrates 
the workings 
of a refracting 
telescope.



A wide variety of 
reticles exists to 
suit the needs of 
tactical shooters and 
hunters. Two of the 
latter include the Big 
Game (l.) and Varmint 
Hunting (r.) styles  
from Leupold.

reticle: Aiming indicators, measuring scales, dots, posts or other 
distinct points placed on the focal planes of telescopes. In telescopic 
sights, reticles are used as aiming indicators that sometimes double as 
stadia-type rangefinders, an example being mil-dot reticles. Binoculars 
and spotting scopes may also be equipped with rangefinding reticles. 

reticle focus: Not to be confused with the eyepiece focusing 
on binoculars and spotting scopes, this adjustment on eyepieces of 
telescopic sights exists for the sole purpose of making the reticle 
appear sharp to the shooter’s eye. It should not be used for focusing the 
image of the object being viewed.

stereoscopic vision (stereopsis): The three-dimensional 
perception of depth that results from the spacing between the eyes 
that allows objects to be seen from two slightly different points of view, 
which is a primary advantage of binocular vision.



  C O M M E N T

 S U P P O R T  N R A

AN OPTICAL GLOSSARY

American Rifleman     March 2013

telescope: An optical device made up of lenses or mirrors, usually 
with a magnification of greater than unity (1X), that renders distant 
objects more distinct, by enlarging their images on the viewer’s retina. 
Terms used to describe various types of telescopes include:

• cAtADioptric telescope: A telescope that uses a combination of 
mirrors and lenses to focus an image of a distant object at a focal point.

• reflecting telescope: Also called a reflector, a telescope that 
uses a reflecting objective (mirror) to focus an image of a distant 
object at a focal point. Large astronomical telescopes are usually of 
this type. 

• refrActing telescope: Also called a refractor, a telescope that 
uses a conventional objective lens to focus an image of a distant 
object at a focal point. Small astronomical telescopes, practically all 
spotting scopes, telescopic sights and binoculars are refractors.

• spotting scope: Originally, a telescope used at shooting matches 
to spot hits made on distant targets. Currently, the common name for 
small telescopes used by shooters, hunters, bird watchers and other 
outdoor enthusiasts.

• telescopic sight: A small refracting telescope equipped with a 
reticle and used as a sighting device for a firearm. Common names 
include handgun scopes, shotgun scopes and riflescopes, depending 
on the type of firearm used.



A reflecting telescope’s inner 
workings are shown in the 
illustration below.

In a catadioptric 
telescope the light 
path is “folded” by 
mirrors, which allows 
a relatively short 
instrument to provide 
high magnification.
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twilight fActor: A numerical guide for comparing the low-light 
performance of optical instruments, which takes magnification into 
account. To calculate twilight factor, multiply the diameter of the 
objective lens by the magnification and extract the square root of the 
product. Note that twilight factor does not take into account optical 
qualities, such as light transmission, resolution and image contrast. 

vAriAble optics (zooms): An optical system of variable 
focal length, used to change the magnifying power within a 
predetermined ratio, such as three-to-one or four-to-one, an 
example being a 3-9X riflescope. 

This diagram illustrates several critical optical terms including: eyepiece, 
apparent field of view, practical and real eye relief, and exit pupil or eye point.
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anadian involvement with the Colt M16 
series of rifles began as a result of that 
country’s Small Arms Replacement Program 
(SARP), which sought to supplant the 

FN-FAL-based C1A1 rifles chambered in 7.62x51 
mm NATO that had been in use by Canadian troops 
from 1955 to 1983. The winner of the program for 
the new Canadian battle rifle was the Colt M16A2.

After adoption in 1983, the Canadian government 
assigned Diemaco contracts to manufacture the 

C

Diemaco & Colt Canada

M16s Of  The 
Great White North

Canadian troops have served side-by-side with Americans 
on the front-lines in the Global War on Terror since the 
beginning. And although their rifles look similar to U.S.-
issue guns, the Canadian C7 and C8 families have features 
unique to the Canadian Forces.

BY CHRISTOPHER R. BARTOCCI



British L119A1 
5.56x45 mm NAtO 
(sAs) CArBiNe

M16s Of  The 
Great White North

Photos courtesy of Colt Canada
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guns for Canadian Forces, and the Colt Technical Data Package 
(TDP) was licensed to the Canadian government to build the rifles. 
The Canadian government also entered into a licensing agreement 
with Colt that prohibited sales that would compete with Colt in the 
United States. Originally a division of Magna Int’l, in Kitchener, 

Ontario, Canada, Diemaco 
was established in 1976 with a 
mandate to become the center of 
excellence in small arms for the 
Canadian Forces, by providing 
engineering and development of 
future small arms and, eventually, 
to manufacture the new Canadian 
C7 service rifle. 

Although the C7 was based 
on the M16A2, the Canadian 
military did not accept it as 
originally designed by Colt. Our 

neighbors to the north required some major changes to make the 
rifle suitable for Canadian Forces. First, the three-round-burst 
system had to go, as the Canadian military believed ammunition 
conservation and effectiveness of automatic fire were training 
issues, not mechanical ones. The second major change was that 
the Canadians would not accept the U.S. Marine Corps-mandated 
fully adjustable rear sight, believing the original “A1”-style rear 
sight was less complicated and far more practical as a combat 

CANAdiAN C7A1 
5.56x45 mm 
NAtO rifLe
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ALTHOUGH THE 
C7 WAS BASED 
ON THE M16A2, 
THE CANADIAN 
MILITARY DID 
NOT ACCEPT IT 
AS ORIGINALLY 
DESIGNED BY COLT.



Denmark adopted the 
C7A1 rifle, and this Danish 
soldier’s C7A1 is equipped 
with a Canadian-made 
ELCAN optical sight.
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sight. Another change was the addition of a buttstock spacer.
Aside from those relatively minor modifications, which 

largely addressed the rifle’s functionality, the most significant 
change was to the barrel. It retained the M16A2 outside profile, 
but, inside, the chrome-lined bore, the rifling and chamber 
dimensions were not of standard Colt design. That was because 
Diemaco cold-hammer forged its barrels, a process used 
by Steyr, Heckler & Koch and Glock to name but a few. The 
barrel starts as a solid bar stock blank with a pilot hole drilled 
through the center. The blank is then placed in an Austrian 
GFM hammer forge. A mandrel is placed inside the pilot hole, 
and the machine exerts tons of pressure on the outside surface 
in a rapid multi-hammering process drawing the barrel blank 
out roughly one-and-a-half times its original length and cold-

CANAdiAN C7A2
5.56x45 mm

NAtO rifLe
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forging the blank around a 
mandrel, which forms the 
chamber, leade and rifling.

Along with the C7 family 
of rifles came the C8 
family of carbines, which 

retained the early 14.5"-long lightweight profile, “pencil” barrel. 
The C8 was equipped with a two-position telescopic polymer 
stock. Another modification of the C7 utilized a flat-top upper 
receiver—one the Canadians referred to as having a “Weaver 
profile.” It predated the adoption of the MIL-STD-1913 rail of the 
M4 and is not compatible. The new rifle with the flat-top upper 
receiver was designated C7A1 and, correspondingly, the carbine 
was designated C8A1. Existing guns could be converted by 
replacing only the upper receiver while retaining the original 

More on the Web

www.americanrifleman.org
/ARMags

The current Canadian-issue service 
rifle is the C7A2 (above l.) that includes 
a telescoping stock, green furniture, 
and an ambidextrous selector lever, 
charging handle latch and magazine 
release. The Canadian soldier (l.) on 
patrol in Afghanistan has removed the 
Triad rail from his C7A2’s front sight 
post and added an Insight M3X tactical 
light on an under rail. 
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This cutaway shows the 
inner workings of an early 
14.5"-barreled Canadian 
C8 Carbine. 
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barrel. That made a full-scale changeover quick 
and inexpensive.

Canada was also one of the first nations to adopt an optical 
sight for every soldier. Most countries at that time, including 
the United States, issued optics only to snipers or designated 
marksmen. Canada adopted the indigenously manufactured 
ELCAN C79 optical sight to top the upper receiver. It gave all 
soldiers the ability to identify and engage targets at longer 
ranges because of its 3.4X magnification.

The Canadian Forces eventually required a mid-life upgrade 
to their C7s and C8s. Pleased with the rifles’ performance and 
seeing no need to replace them, they wanted to update the 
designs to address feedback received from the end users in 





  S I G N  U P  F O R  A M E R I C A N  R I F L E M A N  D I G I T A L 

 U S E  Y O U R  P O W E R
American Rifleman     March 2013

COLTS OF CANADA

the field. The first change was the replacement 
of the fixed stock with a telescoping unit, 
allowing the rifle to be slightly more compact 
and easier to use with body armor, tactical vests, 
winter clothing and load-bearing equipment. One of 
the mandatory requirements was to keep the 20" barrel 
to maintain accuracy and the optimal lethality with 
service ammunition. Another call was to make the guns 
ambidextrous, so the Canadian government obtained 
a license to manufacture the Norgon ambidextrous 
magazine release in Canada. New ambidextrous selector 
levers were also installed on the upgraded guns, as 
well as modified ambidextrous charging-handle release 
latches. To allow the mounting of light sources and lasers, 
a Triad rail adapter was added to the front of the rifle on 
the front sight base, providing mounting positions at 3, 6 
and 9 o’clock. Green furniture (handguards, pistol grip 
and stock) was added to reduce the rifles’ contrast when 
placed in front of the camouflaged Canadian Pattern (CAD 
PAT) uniform.

Diemaco entered into the international market with sales 
to the Netherlands, Denmark, the United Kingdom and 

COLt CANAdA Light suppOrt

WeApON (LsW) 5.56x45 mm

mAChiNe guN



Norway. But perhaps the most notable achievement was a special 
order of modified C8 carbines for Great Britain’s renowned 
Special Air Services (SAS) Regiment. The SAS spent more money 
on the testing of new arms than it did for the actual procurement. 
To meet the SAS’s requirements, Diemaco customized the barrel’s 
length and profile. The unit’s accuracy requirement could not be 
met with a 14.5" barrel, so the length was extended to 15.7". Due 
to an extended firing requirement a heavy profile barrel was also 
developed. A 40 mm LV grenade launcher was to be mounted 
onto the front sight forging, so a new front sight base was 
designed to increase that component’s strength. The new design 
was dubbed the Special Forces Weapon (SFW), and this would go 
on to be the firm’s crown jewel.

Although never put into production, another M16 variant—
the C10 training rifle—was way ahead of its time. The design 
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fired inexpensive .22 Long Rifle cartridges and gave troops the 
ability to train in indoor ranges that would not allow the use of 
5.56x45 mm NATO. The C10’s one-piece polymer lower receiver 
and buttstock matched the weight and feel of the standard C7 
rifle. Diemaco has also made various special-purpose iterations, 
including the C7CT and C8CT, which are designed to serve as 
short-range sniper rifles as well as designated marksman rifles.

The Canadian firm also worked with Colt on the development 
of a more powerful military arm. It was Colt’s Henry Tatro who 
designed the original Colt Light Machine Gun (LMG) to be a 
light support weapon (LSW) for sustained, suppressive fire. The 
LMG incorporates an extra heavy barrel, fully-adjustable rear 
sights and an open-bolt mechanism. The hammer functioned as 
the bolt carrier release, as well as striking the firing pin. When 
the trigger is pulled, the connector lowers the hammer out of 
engagement with the bolt carrier, releasing it forward. At that 
point the hammer is held by the automatic sear. Once the bolt 
carrier tripped the sear, the hammer would release to strike 
the firing pin. Due to lack of funding and an ongoing strike, 
Colt was unable to complete development, but a team from 
Diemaco decided it could finish the project and get it to market. 
Because of its engineering expertise and the firm’s small size, 
Diemaco was ideal for the job, calling the gun the LSW. The open-
bolt mechanism was modified along with many other features. 
Complete guns were manufactured in Canada, and 30 went to 
West Hartford, Conn. There Colt changed the lowers out for U.S. 
lowers prior to sending them on to the U.S. Marine Corps.

Diemaco had manufactured many component parts for Colt 
Defense through the years, and the two firms worked on joint 
projects such as the open-bolt LMG, so both companies knew 
what they were getting into when on June 3, 2005, Colt Defense 
announced the acquisition of Diemaco. The new company was 
called Colt Canada. The move enabled Colt Defense to take 
full advantage of the excellent resources the Canadian firm 
had to offer, including a professional and well-equipped R&D 
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Armed with a Colt Canada-made 
Light Support Weapon (LSW), this 
Danish trooper in Afghanistan 
topped his closed-bolt-operation 
LSW with an ELCAN optical sight 
and is using Colt Canada polymer 
magazines. Colt Canada finished 
the LSW design for Colt Defense, 
and it has been adopted by 
several NATO nations.
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department with specific expertise in the M16 system.
It was Colt Canada/Diemaco that would sell the LMG to 

military customers. The Danes and the Dutch were fond of the 
design but not of the open-bolt mechanism. Both nations wanted 
a closed bolt, so that is what they got. All of those contract guns 
were made with closed-bolt operation. Colt Defense ceased 
sales of the LMG in 2009, but the LSW is still in production by 
Colt Canada.

The company has designed and sold its own monolithic upper 
receiver called the Integrated Upper Receiver (IUR). The IUR 
features a unique one-piece design with a free-floating barrel. 
The IUR is offered with cold-hammer-forged barrels in lengths 
of 11.6", 14.5" and 15.7". The front sight base has been changed 
to the Colt Canada-designed folding front sight. The gun is a 
direct-gas-operated design based on the C8 carbine. The IUR 
comes standard with ambidextrous magazine catch and selector 
lever, but its charging handle has the C7A2 ambidextrous latch.

Colt Canada has manufactured and imported guns into the 
United States destined for law enforcement, specifically the 
LE6920, LE6933 and the AR6721. The rifles differ from the Colt 
Defense rifles only in that they have cold-hammer-forged 
barrels, the Canadian receiver extension and a full Canadian 
bolt carrier group. The receiver markings are the same with 
the exception of the “Made In Canada” under Colt Defense’s 
roll mark. Few of the semi-automatic rifles have made it into the 
commercial market and are highly sought as collector’s rifles.

The Canadian-made rifles are used by troops from Canada, 
Great Britain (special forces), Denmark, the Netherlands, 
Norway (special forces) as well as by Canadian Police Services, 
and there have been no issues with them—and that use includes 
extensive combat action. Due to importation restrictions, 
American gun owners will not likely see too many of the 
Canadian rifles, but they are a contender in the defense market, 
and remain one of the finest rifles in the service. 
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Advances in bullet design and a host of new bullet weights have stretched the performance 
envelope for lever-action rifles—especially for today’s handloaders.

Photo by author

Handloaders of lever-action cartridges have available to 
them now specialized bullets from a host of companies that 
increase the downrange performance of their favorite rounds  
to levels never before seen.
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hoosing a bullet for a lever-action 
rifle cartridge has long been no 
more complicated than selecting 
one toward the lighter end of the 

weight range for deer or one of greater 
weight when more penetration is needed 
for larger game. Examples include the 
Hornady 200-gr. flat-nose in the .348 Win. 
for whitetails and the Barnes 250-gr. 
Original for moose, elk and black bear. 
That plan works as well now as it did 
years ago, but the latest crop of bullets 
from various companies offers those of 
us who love to hunt with the old tubular 
magazine lever guns even more options 
from which to choose.

Swift is now offering its A-Frame bullet 
reconfigured for the velocity windows 
of various lever-action rifle cartridges. 
Like the other A-Frames, front and rear 
lead cores are separated by an integral 
partition with the front core bonded 
to a thick copper jacket. Called the 
Lever Action Series, all have flat-nose 
profiles and are currently available in 
0.308"-diameter (150 and 170 gr.),  
0.348", 200 gr., 0.458", 350 gr. and 
two others, 0.474", 400 gr. for the .475 
Turnbull and 0.509", 450 gr. for the 
.50 Alaskan, .50-110 Win. and other 
cartridges using a nominal bullet 
diameter of 0.510". Although not new, 
.44-cal. A-Frame handgun bullets in 240, 
280 and 300 grs. are equally suitable for 
use in the .444 Marlin.

The A-Frame’s construction allows 
Swift to design a bullet for low-velocity 
expansion on soft targets, such as deer, 
without sacrificing penetration on larger 
game. The 350-gr., .45-70 Gov’t bullet BY LAYNE SIMPSON

C
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typically opens up to just over 0.500" at an impact 
speed as low as 1250 f.p.s. while at 1500 f.p.s., frontal 
diameter is in the 0.600" range. The latter impact 
velocity is about what the .45-70 Gov’t in the Marlin 
Model 1895 is capable of at 175 yds. At 2500 f.p.s., 
which is well beyond the impact velocity range of the 
.45-70 Gov’t in the Ruger No. 1 and deep into  
.458 Win. Mag. country, frontal diameter averages 
around 0.700". Up to 2300 f.p.s., weight retention runs 
close to 100 percent while at 2500 f.p.s. it is around  
85 percent. Regardless of impact velocity, enough of 
the shank remains intact to ensure deep penetration.

Monolithic bullets of several diameters from Barnes 
are designed for use in tubular-magazine rifles and 
huge nose cavities ensure expansion. Measuring 0.220" 
in diameter, the cavity in the 300-gr. TSX FN bullet for 
the .45-70 Gov’t extends back to about its midpoint. The 
cavity of the .30-cal. 150-gr. bullet is not as deep, but 
its diameter of 0.120" represents 39 percent of bullet 
diameter and that’s huge. According to Coni Brooks 
at Barnes, the .30-cal., 150-gr. TSX FN will expand at 
impact velocity as low as 1500 f.p.s. while the 300-gr., 
.45-cal. version is good down to 1150 f.p.s.



Hornady FTX bullets in diameters ranging from 
0.308" to 0.458" have received a lot of attention because 
they are pointed yet safe to use in tubular magazines. 
Out to 200 yds., which is about the maximum range 
game is usually taken with most lever-action guns, they 
don’t shoot a great deal flatter than blunt-nosed bullets, 
but their retained velocity increases downrange 
energy. When both exit the muzzle of a rifle in  
.45-70 Gov’t at 2100 f.p.s., the 325-gr. FTX delivers  
20 percent more punch at 200 yds. than a 300-gr. 
hollow-point. Latest from Hornady is the MonoFlex bullet 
of monolithic, Flex Tip design in 0.458", 250 grs. and two 
140-gr. bullets with different cannelure locations, one for 
the .30-30 Win. (No. 30310), the other for the .308 Marlin 
Express (No. 30311). 

Dave Emary, chief ballistic scientist at Hornady, says 
MonoFlex and FTX bullets of various calibers expand 
when impact velocity is as low as 1500 f.p.s. although 
it needs to be up around 1700 f.p.s. in order for frontal 
diameter to open up enough to increase effectiveness 
on game. 

Let us now take brief looks at loading these bullets 
in some of America’s favorite cartridges.

More on the Web

www.americanrifleman.org
/Kodiak
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.30-30 Winchester
Rifles in .30-30 Win. in the hands of no small number of 

Alaskans still account for game ranging in size from blacktail 
deer to moose, and today’s controlled-expansion bullets 
make the grand old cartridge more effective than ever. 
Several years ago, in response to requests from gun shop 
owners in our biggest state, Federal decided to add to its 
Premium line of ammunition a .30-30 Win. load with a stouter 
bullet. It turned to Nosler and, as a result, we have a 170-gr. 
round-nose Partition in Federal Premium Ammunition and as 
a reloading component from Nosler.

For quite some time the Nosler bullet had no competition 
among moose and black bear hunters—and then came the 
150-gr. TSX HP from Barnes, followed quite recently by the 
Swift 150- and 170-gr. A-Frames and the Hornady 140-gr. 
MonoFlex. Don’t make the mistake of thinking that no one 
handloads this ancient cartridge anymore. During 2011 RCBS 
sold more .30-30 Win. dies than .25-06 Rem., .204 Ruger,  
.270 WSM, .300 Rem Ultra Mag and .338 Win Mag. 
 
.32 Winchester Special

I recall as a youngster campfire debates among adult 
hunters that was about .30-30 Win. versus the .32 Win. Spl. 
Back then, the .32’s supporters had young minds convinced 
it killed deer more quickly but upon growing up it dawned 
on us that both cartridges push 170-gr. bullets along at 
about the same velocity, making them performance peas of 
the same pod. 

The .32 Win. Spl. was pretty much a forgotten cartridge 
until Hornady unveiled a 165-gr. FTX bullet for it and, 
while it is doubtful that its introduction will result in a 
flood of new rifles chambered for it, there are already 
many Model 94s and Model 336s out there just begging 
to be dusted off and taken to the hunting fields. The  
rifle used in my tests, a Marlin Model 336 ADL with a  
24" barrel, consistently shot the Hornady bullet inside 
2" at 100 yds. It gladdens my heart to see the cartridge I 
used to take my very first deer once again enjoy a bit of 
time in the limelight.  



 
.307 Winchester/.308 Marlin Express

Hornady produced a short run of .307 Win. 
ammunition loaded with the 165-gr. FTX bullet, but just 
as quickly as it raised my hopes for one of our all-time 
great deer cartridges, a change in game plan resulted 
in it being dropped, and the .308 Marlin Express was 
introduced instead. (I still think they would have sold 
more .307 ammo).

I really cannot complain because in barrels of the 
same length, the .308 Marlin duplicates .307 Win. 
performance and that makes it suitable for use on any 
hoofed game in North America at reasonable distances. 
Hornady’s 165-gr. FTX bullet went a long way toward 
giving the cartridge momentum during the year of its 
introduction and while it is an excellent bullet for game 
perhaps as large as caribou, hunters are more likely 
to choose the 170-gr. Swift A-Frame or Nosler Partition 
when moose, elk or huge black bears are on the menu.  



  C O M M E N T

 H O W  T O :  D I G I T A L

MODERN BULLETS AND LEVER ACTIONS 

American Rifleman     March 2013

.348 Winchester
I used to have a Winchester Model 71 with a 20" barrel, 

a nicely checkered stock, and Winchester’s 98-A aperture 
sight sitting atop its bolt. It came with a quick-detachable 
“NRA-style” leather sling. The 24" barrel of my current 
Model 71 is about 100 f.p.s. faster with most loads. The  
.348 Win. recipes I have used most through the years push 
the Barnes 220- and 250-gr. Original along at respective 
velocities of 2400 and 2250 f.p.s. I have taken several deer 
with the 220-gr. bullet, and believe me when I say the 250-gr. 
bullet will dump a Texas nilgai on its nose with one shot. 

New bullets make me anxious to head to the woods 
with one of my all-time favorite rifles. With a 30-percent 
improvement in ballistic coefficient, retained velocity of the 
Hornady 200-gr. FTX at 200 yds. is about the same as for 
a flat-nose bullet of the same weight at 125 yds., and that 
increases its effectiveness on deer. The Swift 200-gr. A-Frame 
is soft enough to be used on deer yet capable of plenty of 
penetration on larger game so think of it as the mice-to-
moose bullet that fans of the .348 Win. have long awaited.
 
.35 Remington

My first factory deer rifle was a Marlin 336SC in  
.35 Rem. I no longer have it, but I do have a slide-action 
Remington Model 14C with a 22" barrel. There was a time 
when the Model 14 and the later Model 141 in  
.35 Rem. were as common in deer and bear camps 
as Filson coats and L.L. Bean boots, especially in the 
Northeast. For woods-hunting deer, even today, I’d just as 
soon have one of the old .35-cal. pump guns as anything 
else. At 100 long paces, mine is about a 4" rifle with any 
bullet and that includes the new Hornady 200-gr. FTX.  



MODERN LEVER-ACTION LOADING DATA
Bullet Brand/type Bullet 

Weight 
(grs.)

propellant 
Brand/type

propellant 
Charge 
(grs.)

aCCuraCy  
@ 100 yds. 
(inChes)

Vel.@15' 
(f.p.s.) 

.30-30 Win.
Marlin Model 336, 20" Barrel, Burris 3-9X CoMpaCt sCope (federal Case, federal 210 priMer) 

Hornady MonoFlex 140 lVr 35.0 2.82 2476

Barnes Tsx Fn 150 W748 34.0 2.03 2232

sWiFT a-FraMe 150 TaC 33.0 2.96 2316

Hornady FTx 160 lVr 37.0 3.28 2270

nosler ParTiTion 170 rl-15 31.0 3.42 2072

sWiFT a-FraMe 170 lVr 33.0 3.10 2155

.307 Win. 
WinChester 94, 20" Barrel, redfield 1-4X sCope (WinChester Case, federal 210 priMer)

Hornady MonoFlex 140 lVr 43.0 3.66 2659

Barnes FTx Fn 150 H414 48.0 3.12 2465

sWiFT a-FraMe 150 iMr-4064 41.0 3.70 2433

Hornady FTx 160 lVr 42.5 4.23 2487

sWiFT a-FraMe 170 W760 46.0 2.87 2341

.308 Marlin eXpress

Marlin MXlr, 24" Barrel, WeaVer 2-10X grand slaM sCope (hornady Case, reMington 91⁄2 priMer)

Hornady MonoFlex 140 lVr 43.0 2.26 2655

Barnes Tsx Fn 150 lVr 42.0 1.91 2577

sWiFT a-FraMe 150 lVr 42.0 2.04 2545

Hornady FTx 160 lVr 42.5 2.86 2518

nosler ParTiTion 170 lVr 41.0 3.17 2534

sWiFT a-FraMe 170 lVr 41.0 2.65 2552

.32 Win. spl.
Marlin 336adl, 24" Barrel, WeaVer K4 sCope (hornady Case, federal 210 priMer)

Hornady FTx 70 lVr 38.0 1.87 2210

.348 Win.
WinChester 71, 24" Barrel, WilliaMs reCeiVer sight (WinChester Case, federal 210M priMer)

Hornady FTx 200 rl-15 49.0 3.66 2314

sWiFT a-FraMe 200 VargeT 57.0 4.31 2637

.35 reM.
reMington 14, 22" Barrel, lyMan tang sight (reMington Case, CCi 200 priMer)

Hornady FTx 200 lVr 41.0 4.12 2011

.444 Marlin

Marlin 444, 22" Barrel (1:20" tWist), Burris 3-9X sCope (reMington Case, federal 210M priMer)

Barnes xPB 200 V-n120 50.0 3.44 2532

Barnes xPB 225 a-1680 47.0 1.65 2488

Hornady FTx* 265 rl-10x 50.0 2.52 2247

sWiFT a-FraMe 280 H322 52.0 1.76 2231

sWiFT a-FraMe 300 H335 54.0 2.10 2177

noTes: *sHorTen Case For THis BulleT as desCriBed in TexT. 

mailto:Vel.@15
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.444 Marlin 
Older Marlin rifles with Micro-groove rifling at a 

twist rate of 1:38" can be a bit fussy when fed bullets 
heavier than 280 grs., but those built after 1998 with 
1:20" twist Ballard-style rifling usually shoot 300-gr. 
bullets quite accurately. Some of the new bullets 
transform a wonderful close- to medium-range deer 
cartridge into a solid performer on larger game. 
The Barnes 225-gr. XPB offers more penetration 
than conventional lead-core bullets weighing as 
much as 240 grs. And, while I would be tempted to 
use it on black bear, I believe the higher sectional 
densities of the Swift 280- and 300-gr. A-Frame 
bullets make them better choices not only for big 
bruins but for moose and elk as well. I have used the 
280-gr. A-Frame on caribou, and its performance left 
nothing to be desired. 

Moving back to deer bullets, I find accuracy with 
the Hornady 265-gr. FTX to be slightly better with 
the 1:20" twist but, even in a slower barrel, it is 
plenty accurate for shots as far away as should be 
tempted with this cartridge. Shortening the case 
to 2.06" keeps overall cartridge length compatible 
with the Marlin rifle. 



.45-70 Government/.450 Marlin 
Its square-shaped finger lever and eight-

groove rifling identify my Marlin New Model 
1895 as a 1972 first-year production, and its 
custom stock of American walnut identify it as one 
of my special rifles. Soon after Marlin made the old 
.45-70 Gov’t front-page news again, new bullets 
became available for it, and those weighing 300 grs. 
from Sierra and Hornady continue to drop deer like 
bolts from the blue. The 400-gr. bullets from Speer 
and Barnes are good choices for larger game but 
even they can be a bit soft at velocities attainable in 
the Marlin 1895 and Ruger No. 1 rifles. 

For the penetration sometimes required when 
using the .45-70 on the bigger stuff, the 300-gr. TSX 
FN bullet from Barnes, the 350-gr. Swift A-Frame 
and the 250-gr. Hornady MonoFlex should be 
outstanding. I have not tried either on game but 
have taken a nice whitetail at about 125 yds. 
with the Hornady 325-gr. FTX. It dropped in its 
tracks with a nicely expanded bullet resting 
against the off-side hide. When loading the FTX 
and MonoFlex for the Marlin rifle, don’t forget to 
shorten the case to 1.97".  

.470 and .475 Turnbull
Turnbull Mfg. offers the .475 Turnbull on the .50-110 

Win. case in rifles built on the Browning Model 71 and 
a high-quality reproduction of the Winchester Model 
86 action. A shorter version called the .470 Turnbull 
is available on the Marlin New Model 1895 action. 
Velocities are 1700 f.p.s. for the .470 and 2050 f.p.s. 
for the .475, both with 450-gr. bullets. Barnes, Hawk 
and Nosler have been making the bullets for quite 
some time, and Swift recently hopped aboard. Perhaps 
someday I will get around to shooting the .475 but in 
the meantime, data shot by the guys at Swift with their 
new 450-gr. A-Frame will have to do.  
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entirely at
Bullets such as the 
Barnes TSX FN  (right) 
and Hornady FTX 
(below) increase lever-
actions’ versatility.
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MODERN LEVER-ACTION LOADING DATA
Bullet Brand/type Bullet 

Weight 
(grs.)

propellant 
Brand/type

propellant 
Charge 
(grs.)

aCCuraCy  
@ 100 yds. 
(inChes)

Vel.@15" 
(f.p.s.)

.45-70 goV’t
Marlin 1895, 22" Barrel, leupold 1-4X sCope (starline Case, CCi 250 priMer)

Barnes Tsx Fn 250 a-1680 56.0 3.86 2377

Hornady MonoFlex* 250 rl-7 53.0 3.26 2212

Hornady FTx* 325 rl-7 51.0 1.65 2028

Barnes Tsx Fn 350 a-1680 50.0 2.62 2134

sWiFT a-FraMe 350 rl-7 48.0 2.44 1862

.475 turnBull

sWift 24" pressure Barrel** (Cor-Bon Case, reMington 91⁄2M priMer)

sWiFT a-FraMe 400 CFe223 77.0 1.90 2143

sWiFT a-FraMe 400 BenCHMark 67.0 1.70 2189

.50 alasKan

sWift 24" pressure Barrel** (starline Case, federal 210M priMer)

sWiFT a-FraMe 450 H4198 61.0 2.50 2101

.50 B&M alasKan

ssK industries Marlin 1895, 22" Barrel, WeaVer K1-4 sCope*** (starline Case, federal 210M priMer) 

Hornady FTx* 300 iMr-4198 67.0 1.08 2428

sWiFT a-FraMe 325 rl-7 66.0 0.73 2251

CuTTing edge HP 395 rl-7 64.0 0.81 2122

Barnes BusTer 400 iMr-4198 59.0 1.44 2057

norTH Fork Bonded 450 rl-10x 63.0 1.40 2022

Hornady FP-xTP 500 rl-10x 62.0 1.37 1947

noTes: *sHorTen Case For THis BulleT as desCriBed in TexT. **daTa FurnisHed By sWiFT BulleTs. ***aT 50 yds.; all oTHer CarTridges 
are aT 100 yds.

mailto:Vel.@15
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.50 Alaskan/.50 B&M Alaskan
The .50 Alaskan was created back in the 1950s 

by Alaska gunsmith Harold Johnson for Winchester 
Model 71 and Model 86 rifles. Originally formed by 
necking up the .348 Win. case, fully formed cases are 
now available from Starline. The new Swift 450-gr. 
A-Frame and the Woodleigh 500-gr. Weldcore are for 
this cartridge as well as the .50-110 Win. and others 
that use a bullet diameter of 0.510". Gunsmith Harry 
McGowen has been converting rifles to .50 Alaskan 
for more than 40 years. 

The .50 B&M Alaskan is formed by necking 
down the Starline case for the 0.500" bullets of the 
.500 S&W Magnum. Any of the revolver bullets 
are fine in this cartridge for practice shooting and 
for use on deer-size game, but for larger game the 
500-gr. Hornady, 400-gr. Barnes Buster and 325-gr. 
Swift A-Frame are better choices. Even stouter 
bullets capable of taking any game on the planet 
were designed specifically for this cartridge by its 
co-developer Michael McCourry and are available 
from Cutting Edge and Northfork.

My rifle, built around the Marlin New Model 1895 
action by SSK Industries, has a 22" McGowen barrel 
and its rifling twist rate of 1:18" does a good job of 
stabilizing bullets as long as the 500-gr. Hornady. 
When loading the Hornady FTX, the case has to be 
shortened to 1.97". 

WARNING: Technical data and information contained herein are intended to provide information based upon the 
limited experience of individuals under specific conditions and circumstances. They do not detail the comprehen-
sive training, procedures, techniques and safety precautions that are absolutely necessary to properly carry on 
similar activity. READ THE NOTICE AND DISCLAIMER ON THE CONTENTS PAGE OF THIS MAGAZINE. ALWAYS 
CONSULT COMPREHENSIVE REFERENCE MANUALS AND BULLETINS OF PROPER TRAINING REQUIREMENTS, 
PROCEDURES, TECHNIQUES AND SAFETY PRECAUTIONS BEFORE ATTEMPTING ANY SIMILAR ACTIVITIES.
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Get SERIOUS about reloading!

Dillon’s XL 650
Get SERIOUS about reloading!

Dillon’s XL 650
Includes 
Dillon’s
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Lifetime 
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Warranty
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Other Notes

All cartridges were cycled 
through the magazines 
of the various rifles, and I 

was surprised at how smoothly 
such a variety of bullet shapes fed 
into their chambers. Those loaded 
with the two Hornady pointed 
bullets moved through more 
smoothly when the lever was 
operated briskly, but even they 
did not cause a single jam.  

The biggest question on my 
mind prior to all the shooting was 
how the Micro-Groove barrel 
of the Marlin rifle in .30-30 Win. 
would handle bullets of monolithic 
construction. As shown in the 
accompanying tables, accuracy 
of the Barnes TSX and Hornady 
MonoFlex bullets was quite good.

In some of the cartridges, point 
of impact differences between 
extremes in bullet weights varied 
very little, the .30-30 Win. being 
a good example. When the Swift 
170-gr. A-Frame was zeroed 
dead on at 100 yds., the Hornady 
140-gr. MonoFlex at over 300 f.p.s. 
faster landed about 2½" high. The 
difference was much greater in 
the .45-70 Gov’t with the Barnes 
and Hornady 250-gr. bullets 
impacting 17" higher at 100 yds. 
than the Swift 350-gr. bullet. 

—Layne Simpson
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MARK III LITE
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Ruger scored a hit in 1992 
when it paired its classic 
semi-automatic .22 Long 

Rifle rimfire pistol design with a 
fiberglass-reinforced nylon grip 
frame whose shape and angle 
approximated that of the M1911. 
Since then the appropriately 
designated 22/45’s grip frame has 
been subtly reshaped, and the 
Mark III 22/45 line has grown to 
include several models—the latest 
of which is the 22/45 Lite. As its 
name suggests, it is the lightest 
to date, weighing 22.8 ozs. with 
an empty magazine in place. That 
makes it more than a half-pound 
lighter than other 22/45 models, 
which range from 31 to 33 ozs.

The weight reduction is mostly 
the result of a gold-tone-anodized 
cylindrical aluminum receiver that 
measures 1" in outer diameter 
and fully shrouds the steel inner 
barrel, thus preserving the gun’s 
classic bull-barrel profile. The 
barrel measures nearly 3/4" in 
diameter at the chamber but soon 
after reduces to little more than 
5/16" out to the muzzle. There a 
factory-installed, non-removable 
nut tensions the barrel against the 
receiver. In addition, the barrel 
is fitted with a knurled, finger-
tight, black aluminum cap that 
protects 1/2"x28 muzzle threads 
designed to accommodate a 
sound suppressor.

The 22/45 Lite’s Zytel frame, 
unlike earlier pistols in the 22/45 

RUGER 22/45 
MARK III LITE
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line, features metal bushings that allow for the attachment of the 
stock panels by way of two screws each. Rubber stocks are included 
and wood stocks are available. Controls present on the left side 
of the frame include: an M1911-style magazine release button; an 
extended, swinging manual bolt catch/release button just forward 
of the top corner of the stock panel; a manual safety at the top of the 
backstrap and, just below that, a recessed keyway to an internal lock 
for which two keys are included. The pistol also features an internal 
magazine disconnect safety, rendering it unable to fire when the 
magazine is removed. The grip features a panel of fine horizontal 
serrations on its frontstrap and checkering on the backstrap. Molded 
reliefs at the rear of the trigger guard mimic those of the M1911A1 
and ease access to the wide, serrated trigger bow. 

A series of five angled grooves on each side of the receiver’s 
front and three on each side of its rear resemble cocking 
serrations but serve only to further reduce the gun’s overall 
weight. A loaded-chamber indicator lies along the centerline 
of the receiver’s left side above the trigger guard and pivots 
outward at its rear, revealing a small red bar and the word 
“LOADED,” when a cartridge case is present. 

Sights consist of a fully adjustable, aluminum and steel square-
notch rear unit dovetailed into the receiver and fixed with a set 
screw, and a one-piece steel ramped front unit secured with a single 
screw. The pair are high enough to allow sighting over typical 
rimfire suppressors. Three filler screws in the top center of the 
receiver, two ahead of the ejection port and one behind it, mark 
the location of drilled and tapped holes that allow mounting of the 
included black anodized aluminum optic rail, which accepts both 
Weaver and 3/8" rings. 

The 22/45 Lite is a simple blowback-operated design in which 
the cylindrical steel bolt reciprocates within the rear portion of the 
receiver, recocking the hammer with each cycle. The beefy hook 
extractor, located at 9 o’clock on the bolt face, and an equally sturdy 
ejector, located at 5 o’clock, work in concert with a stout recoil 
spring assembly that rides on a fixed metal rod at the 12 o’clock 
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position to ensure the pistol’s consistent cycle of operation. The Lite 
is charged by grasping and pulling back the ears on either side 
of the bolt’s rear. At rest they lie behind relief cuts on the receiver 
in recesses corresponding to their serrated, inwardly tapering 
profile. The cuts facilitate grasping by the thumb and forefinger of 
the supporting hand from above when the pistol is held in the firing 
hand. The bolt must not be ridden home when releasing it, however, 
as doing so could not only induce a failure to chamber a round but 
would likely pinch the hand in the recesses. Once a magazine has 
been expended, the serrated, round metal button on the follower’s 
left side automatically activates the bolt catch, locking the bolt to 
the rear. 

While well proven through more than 60 years of use, the Ruger’s 
design nonetheless has one vexing trait, and that is its reassembly 
procedure. Rather than repeat it here, suffice it to say that it 
demands the user’s close attention to steps outlined in the owner’s 
manual and several practice runs before it becomes second-nature. 
In addition, be forewarned that the 22/45 Mark III series, including 
the Lite, requires additional steps to complete the procedure.

For accuracy testing, we used the iron sights with a variety of 

SHOOTING RESULTS (25 YDS.)
.22 Long RifLe 
CaRtRidge

VeL. @ 15'
(f.p.s.)

eneRgy

(ft.-Lbs.)
gRoup size in inChes

smaLLest   LaRgest   aVeRage

CCi VeLoCitoR

40-gR. CoppeR- 
pLated hoLLow point

1033 Avg.
48 Sd

95 1.39 2.58 1.99

winChesteR m-22
40-gR. bLaCk Cop-
peR-pLated Round 
nose

975 Avg.
37 Sd

84 1.56 3.04 2.11

winChesteR subsoniC

42-gR. subsoniC 
max hoLLow point

890 Avg.
17 Sd

74 1.64 3.97 2.00

aVeRage extReme spRead 2.03

MeASured AverAge velocity for 10 roundS froM A 43⁄8" bArrel over An oehler Model 
36 chronogrAph. rAnge teMperAture: 62° f. huMidity: 54%. AccurAcy for five conSecu-
tive, five-Shot groupS At 25 ydS. froM SAndbAgS. AbbreviAtion: Sd (StAndArd deviAtion). 
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The Lite field strips into a relative few 
subassemblies. Reassembly, though, 
demands strict adherence to steps 
outlined in the owner’s manual.
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loads of differing velocities. We did note some malfunctions—
failures to extract—with the tested subsonic load when a suppressor, 
with its attendant backpressure, was not installed. In addition, 
occasional feeding malfunctions with the high-velocity load were 
attributed to slightly distorted feed lips on one of the two supplied 
magazines. Otherwise there were no malfunctions during the course 
of shooting several hundred rounds of ammunition. Some shooters 
complained that the gun’s sights were somewhat coarse, but they 
were easy to acquire and offered a well-defined sight picture. 
Accuracy was on-par with other Ruger pistols we have tested in the 
past that had heavier and/or longer barrels, indicating that the Lite’s 
tensioned barrel arrangement is effective. Further, although there 
were often individual fliers within a group, no pronounced stringing 
of shots was observed, indicating that the Lite’s receiver likely 
serves as a heat sink for its small-diameter barrel. 

The Ruger 22/45 Lite’s reliability, accuracy, reasonable price and 
light weight make it equally desirable as a survival pistol, trainer, 
plinker and small-game gun—especially for backpackers, pilots 
and others concerned with paring ounces—and confirm that Ruger 
has yet another hit on its hands. 

The 22/45 Lite’s bolt has a channel 
at 12 o’clock for its recoil spring 
and recoil spring guide rod. The 
heavy-duty hook extractor lies at 
9 o’clock, and the slot at 5 o’clock 
accommodates the fixed ejector.
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RUGER 22/45 MARK III LITE
manufaCtuReR: SturM, ruger & co., 

inc. (dept. Ar), 411 SunApee St. 
newport, n.h. 03773;  
(603) 865-2442; www.ruger.coM

CaLibeR: .22 long rifle
aCtion type: blowbAck-operAted  

SeMi-AutoMAtic riMfire piStol
ReCeiVeR: gold Anodized 

AircrAft-grAde AluMinuM
baRReL: 43⁄8" tenSioned Steel: 1/2"-

28 threAded Muzzle And included 
knurled AluMinuM threAd protector

RifLing: Six-groove, 1:16" rh twiSt
magazine: 10-round detAchAble Steel box
sights: fully AdjuStAble dovetAiled 

reAr; Screw-Secured blAck blAde 
front; receiver drilled And tApped 
for included blAck AluMinuM  
coMbinAtion weAver/3/8" optic rAil

tRiggeR: 3/8"-wide SerrAted AluMinuM 
bow; 5-lb., 2-oz. pull

gRip fRame: glASS-filled nylon
Length: 87⁄16"
height: 51⁄2"
width: 13⁄32"
weight: 22.8 ozS. with eMpty  

MAgAzine inSerted 
aCCessoRies: blAck nylon zippered rug, 

SpAre MAgAzine, lock, owner’S MAnuAl
suggested RetaiL pRiCe: $469
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SMITH & WESSON 
M&P-15 MOE MID
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SMITH & WESSON 
M&P-15 MOE MID

Smith & Wesson introduced 
its M&P-15 series of AR-type 
rifles in 2006 to complement 

its popular M&P handguns; doing so 
enabled the company to offer law 
enforcement agencies patrol rifles 
to accompany its S&W duty pistols. 
Though popularity of the M&P-15s 
among police agencies is certainly 
respectable, there’s really no contest 
when it comes to desirability by 
competitors and everyday target 
shooters—hence the reason the 
company continually updates the 
line to meet customer demands. 
Among the newest is the M&P-15 
MOE Mid.

Unveiled in 2012, the co-branded—
S&W and Magpul—Magpul Original 
Equipment (MOE) Mid appropriately 
comes factory-equipped with an 
assortment of polymer Magpul-
produced accessories, including: 
MOE handguard (with included 
Magpul Vertical Grip, though not 
pre-attached), six-position MOE 
buttstock, MOE pistol grip, 30-round 
detachable-box PMAG magazine 
and folding Magpul Back Up Sight 
(MBUS) rear sight. The resulting 
rifle needs little, if any, further 
customization to excel in a wide 
range of pursuits.

There’s much debate about 
carbine- versus mid-length gas 
systems on 16"-barreled ARs. For 
the MOE, S&W chose the latter. 
Reportedly, the mid-length’s tangible 
benefits are decreased component 
wear and reduced recoil, though 
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some argue that accuracy and 
second-shot-hit probability are 
improved, too. Still, it’s difficult 
to argue with the success of 
the military’s M4s, which utilize 
a carbine-length gas system. 
One result of the 16" barrel, 
as compared with longer-

barreled rifles, is reduced bullet velocity, which is the price 
paid for a more compact, maneuverable rifle. With its buttstock 
collapsed, the rifle measures 333/4" overall.

The 4150 CMV barrel’s 5R rifling features a 1:8" twist rate, 
which is sufficient to stabilize even the heaviest match-type 
projectiles, yet will still accurately shoot lightweight varmint-
specific variants. It ends with an S&W patent-pending flash hider 
that is designed not only to reduce the signature, but reportedly 
also directs gasses and sound forward, away from the shooter.

The M&P-15 MOE Mid features an M4 A2-style post front 
sight that’s adjustable only for elevation, and the gas block’s 
bottom rear has a sling swivel. The rifle’s easily removed—by 
withdrawing a single screw—MBUS sight is windage-adjustable 
and attaches to the upper receiver’s Picatinny top rail. For 
shooters who prefer using an optic, the black anodized 7075 
T6 aluminum receiver’s numbered Picatinny rail facilitates 
reattachment of an optic with minimal or no rezeroing required. 
However, the front sight will prove distracting without the use of 
overly high rings with low-power optics and low-magnification 
settings on powerful scopes. 

To facilitate faster magazine changes, the receiver’s magazine 
well is flared, and serrated forward edges enhance purchase for 
better control. Interestingly, the oversize trigger guard is integral 
to the receiver.

Sights are a post front and a Magpul 
MBUS rear. 
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S&W M&P-15 MOE MID
manufaCtuReR: SMith & weSSon 

(dept. Ar), 2100 rooSevelt Ave., 
Springfield, MA 01104;  
(800) 331-0852;  
www.SMith-weSSon.coM

modeL: M&p-15 Moe Mid
CaLibeR: 5.56x45 MM nAto (.223 reM.)
aCtion type: direct-gAS-iMpingeMent, 

SeMi-AutoMAtic center-fire rifle
ReCeiVeR: 7075 t6 AluMinuM
baRReL: 16" 4150 cMv 
RifLing: 1:8" 5r
magazine: detAchAble, StAggered-col-

uMn box (pMAg);  
30-round cApAcity

sights: M4 A2 poSt front; flip-up 
MbuS reAr; picAtinny rAil

tRiggeR: Single-StAge; 7-lb., 6-oz. pull
stoCk: Six-poSition collApSible Moe 

polyMer buttStock; length of pull, 
101/16"-137/16"; drop At coMb, 2";  
drop At heel, 2"

oVeRaLL Length: 33¾" (collApSed) to 
37" (extended)

weight: 6 lbS., 8 ozS.
aCCessoRies: owner’S MAnuAl, “Art of 

tActicAl cArbine i And ii” dvdS, lock
suggest RetaiL pRiCe: $1,259
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A six-position-adjustable, polymer buttstock 
is one of the Magpul Original Equipment 
(MOE) components utilized on the S&W 
M&P-15 MOE Mid.

The AR heart of the MOE Mid remains virtually 
unchanged, with the eight-lug bolt, M16/AR-15-style 
extractor, plunger-type ejector, cylindrical bolt carrier 
and gas key mimicking those of standard ARs; however, 
the latter two components are chrome-plated. Likewise, 
the fire controls—the magazine release, safety, 
charging handle, forward assist and trigger—are 

located and operated in similar fashion to 
previous models. Concerning the trigger, 
the test rifle’s broke only after substantial 
creep at a force of 7 lbs., 6 ozs. Although 
acceptable for defensive purposes or 
competition at close range, the trigger’s 
characteristics will negatively affect 
its ability to accurately place shots 
at long distances. Target size would 
dictate that effective range.

Testing of the M&P-15 MOE Mid 
began with rapid-fire drills using 
a randomly loaded assortment of 
.223 Rem. ammunition—ranging 
from lightweight, varmint-

TESTING OF THE M&P-15 
MOE MID BEGAN WITH 
RAPID-FIRE DRILLS USING 
A RANDOMLY LOADED 
ASSORTMENT OF .223 REM. 
AMMUNITION...
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SHOOTING RESULTS (100 YDS.)
.223 Rem. 
CaRtRidge

VeL. @ 15'
(f.p.s.)

eneRgy

(ft.-Lbs.)
gRoup size in inChes

smaLLest   LaRgest   aVeRage

fedeRaL ae
62-gR. fmJbt
no. ae223n

2775 Avg.
19 Sd

1,060 1.65 3.15 2.48

hoRnady 55-gR.
steeL matCh hp
no. 80274

2853 Avg.
22 Sd

994 1.90 3.03 2.28

pmC pReCision

75-gR. bthp
no. 223hmb

2281 Avg.
29 Sd

866 1.03 2.03 1.43

aVeRage extReme spRead 2.06

MeASured AverAge velocity for 10 roundS froM A 16" bArrel over A oehler Mod-
el 36 chronogrAph. rAnge teMperAture: 64° f. huMidity: 37%. AccurAcy for five 
conSecutive, five-Shot groupS At 100 ydS. froM A coyote jAkeS Shoot’n buddy ii 
reSt. AbbreviAtionS: Ae (AMericAn eAgle), bthp (boAttAil hollow point), fMjbt 
(full-MetAl-jAcket boAttAil), hp (hollow point), Sd (StAndArd deviAtion).



type offerings to those 
appropriate for highpower 
competition at Camp Perry—
and not once did the rifle 
experience a malfunction. 
Although this illustrated the 
rifle’s ability to digest a wide 

range of ammunition types, it doesn’t reveal its accuracy potential. 
As such, we mounted a Nikon 3-12X 40 mm M-223 riflescope in the 
company’s two-piece P-series rings, then shot five consecutive, 
five-shot groups at 100 yds. with three ammunition types. The rifle 
clearly preferred PMC’s Precision 75-gr. BTHP load, averaging 
1.43" for 25 shots, and the single best group measuring slightly 
more than an inch. More economical loads produced respectable 
groups, too. 

With the M&P-15 MOE Mid, S&W offers shooters an AR that, right 
out of the box, is well-suited to handling a range of tasks, from 
protection and competition to hunting. As such, it would make an 
excellent choice for those desiring an AR-style rifle, be it their first 
or simply an upgrade. 

The “Mid” comes from the rifle’s mid-length 
gas system. An oversize trigger guard is 
integral to the receiver (l.). 
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LEUPOLD 1.25-4X 20 MM  
VX-R PATROL RIFLESCOPE
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LEUPOLD 1.25-4X 20 MM  
VX-R PATROL RIFLESCOPE

More on the Web

www.americanrifleman.org
/VX-R

Recent years have seen the 
proliferation of variable-
power tactical and 

competition optics designed 
specifically for the AR-style 
platform. Such scopes typically 
feature a low magnification range, 
long eye relief, rugged construction 
and reticles—often illuminated—
that facilitate close-range target 
acquisition as well as precision 
shooting out to 300 yds. or more. 

The 1.25-4X 20 mm VX-R Patrol 
is one of Leupold’s most recent 
entries into this class. Introduced 
in 2011, it was developed from the 
popular VX-R series of scopes, and 
provides a nominal 1.25- to 4-power 
magnification range (actual 1.5-
4X). It features a one-piece matte-
black 6061 aluminum tube, rubber-
cushioned fast-focus eyepiece, 
second-generation argon/krypton 
waterproofing, Index Matched 
lenses, DiamondCoat anti-scratch 
lens coating, exposed windage and 
elevation turrets, and an illuminated 
FireDot SPR reticle.

As its name indicates, the VX-R 
Patrol is designed primarily for 
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AR-type patrol rifles commonly 
used by law enforcement officers. 
In its development, input was 
sought from a variety of sources, 
including police officers, military 
personnel and 3-Gun competitors.

Certified for at least 5,000 
cycles of 750-g recoil, the VX-R 
Patrol is suited for rifles of just 
about any caliber. Optically, the 

Patrol benefits from Leupold’s Index Matched Lens System, in which 
the glass formulation and coating for each lens is specifically selected 
for its role in the whole optical system. All lenses are of lead-free glass 
with blackened edges to reduce internal reflection and diffraction that 
degrade image quality. Eye relief is 4.1", with a generous 9.8 mm exit 
pupil (both at a nominal 1.25X).

The second-focal plane FireDot SPR reticle is designed to facilitate 
both close- and extended-range shooting. For estimating range and 
holdover/hold off for distant targets, the reticle features a 10-mil-
diameter ring, horizontal and vertical hash marks spaced 5 mils apart, 
and smaller tic marks between the hash marks at 2.5-mil intervals (all 
subtensions at 4X magnification).

At the intersection of the crosshairs is the 0.3-mil FireDot, created by 
a red LED transmitted through a precision-cut fiber-optic light pipe. 
Even at maximum intensity, the FireDot is round and sharply defined, 
lacking the fuzziness sometimes observed with brightly illuminated 
reticles. FireDot activation is via a single push-button control on the 
left side of the saddle (which also houses the scope’s CR-2032 battery). 
Eight intensity levels can be selected by pushing the button until the 
desired setting is reached. The FireDot will blink five times at the lowest 

The Patrol’s FireDot SPR reticle features a 
duplex crosshair with a milliradian-based ring 
and hash marks for ranging, as well as for 
windage and elevation compensation, and a 
central LED FireDot.
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LEUPOLD VX-R PATROL
manufaCtuReR: leupold & StevenS 

(dept. Ar), 14400 n.w. greenbrier 
pArkwAy, beAverton, or 97006; 
(800) 538-7653; www.leupold.coM

modeL: 113769
magnifiCation and obJeCtiVe:  

1.25-4x 20 MM noMinAl  
(1.5-4x 20 MM ActuAl)

finish: MAtte-blAck Anodizing 
fieLd of View (ft. @ 100 yds.):  

75 (1.25x), 29 (4x)
eye ReLief: 4.1" (1.25x), 3.7"  (4x) 
exit pupiL: 9.8 MM (1.25x),  

4.7 MM (4x) 
CLiCk VaLue: 1/10 Mil  

(0.36"@100 ydS.)
windage and eLeVation

adJustment Range:  
90 MoA/26 Mil @ 100 ydS.(w),  
90 MoA/26 Mil @ 100 ydS. (e)

RetiCLe: firedot Spr,  
Second focAl plAne

Length: 9.4"
weight: 11.5 ozS.
featuRes: 30 MM tube, eight-level 

firedot Spr reticle, rubber- 
cuShioned fASt-focuS eyepiece,  
leupold index MAtched lenS SyS-
teM, expoSed windAge And elevAtion 
turretS, Motion SenSor technolo-
gy, leupold full lifetiMe guArAntee

aCCessoRies: cr-2032 bAttery, own-
er’S MAnuAl 

suggested RetaiL pRiCe: $725
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A single push button activates the 
FireDot and allows the selection of 
eight dot intensity levels.
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THE PATROL 
PERFORMED 
WELL IN THE 
STANDARD 
TESTS WE USE 
TO EVALUATE 
RIFLE SCOPES.
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and highest levels, as well 
as when battery power is 
low. Battery life is prolonged 
by the scope’s Motion 
Sensor Technology (MST), 
which turns the FireDot off 
when the scope has been 
motionless for five minutes, 
and reactivates upon 
subsequent movement.

Elevation and windage 
adjustments on the exposed, zeroable turrets are in 1/10-mil 
increments, which, in combination with the mil-based reticle, facilitate 
rapid and accurate scope adjustments. A total of 90 m.o.a./26 mils of 
adjustment is available for both windage and elevation.

We tested the Patrol on a 16"-barreled AR-style carbine and on 
a 3-gun AR rifle with an 18" barrel using Leupold’s Mark 2 Integral 
Mounting System (IMS) cantilever one-piece mount.

The Patrol performed well in the standard tests we use to 
evaluate rifle scopes. “Shooting the square” demonstrated 
good click repeatability and consistency, even at the extremes 
of the adjustment range. Scope zero did not shift with changes 
in magnification, and prolonged immersion in water produced 
no leakage or fogging. Brightness, resolution, clarity and color 
fidelity all appeared excellent. According to Leupold, total light 
transmission through the scope is about 95 percent. 

While some parallax was detected at shorter target distances, 
it all but disappeared at 75 to 100 yds. and beyond. There is no 
provision for parallax adjustment. We found that the one-turn 
fast-focus eyepiece and the short-throw (roughly 100-degree) 
magnification adjustment ring helped to quickly adapt the scope 

The Patrol features exposed zeroable 
windage and elevation turrets with 
1/10-mil click adjustments.
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The Patrol features 
a one-turn fast-focus 
eyepiece and short-
throw magnification 
adjustment ring (r.) 
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DOPE BAG

for changing firing situations. However, most 3-gunners will likely 
want to install an extended throw lever on the ring.

Surprisingly, in firing tests at 100 yds., the test rifles shot about 
equally well whether the Fire-Dot was off and the crosshair alone 
was used for aiming, or when aiming was done with the activated 
dot. With the FireDot on, best accuracy was achieved with the LED 
set at a lower intensity level.

Using cardboard silhouettes of the type used in 3-Gun 
competition, placed at 25 yds. or less, and the Patrol set at 
the nominal 1.25X, the FireDot allowed rapid target-to-target 
transitioning. Since many 3-gunners prefer a true 1X scope for 

both-eyes-open shooting 
at fast, close targets, 
we anticipated that the 
difference between a 1X 
visual input in our test 
shooter’s non-sighting eye 
and a 1.5X visual input in 
his sighting eye might cause 
perceptual confusion with 
the VX-R. Our test shooter, 
however, reported no such 
problems. Even under the 
most extreme daytime 
sighting conditions we could 

come up with, the FireDot was adequately visible, validating 
Leupold’s claim that the dot is “daylight capable.” 

User feedback regarding the VX-R Patrol has been positive, 
with the scope winning plaudits from law enforcement and 3-gun 
competitors alike. In fact, a number of officers have personally 
purchased the scope for their issue carbines. The combination 
of high optical quality, mil-based FireDot SPR reticle, 1/10 mil 
windage and elevation adjustments, compact size and simple 
one-button FireDot activation and intensity control all make the 
VX-R 1.25-4X 20 mm scope worth a look from serious tactical 
and competitive AR shooters, and even hunters. In our opinion, 
the Patrol represents a good value, as in features and quality it 
compares well to scopes costing considerably more. 

USER FEEDBACK 
REGARDING THE 
VX-R PATROL HAS 
BEEN POSITIVE, WITH 
THE SCOPE WINNING 
PLAUDITS FROM LAW 
ENFORCEMENT AND 
3-GUN COMPETITORS 
ALIKE.



The American Rifleman has used the phrase 
“Dope Bag” since at least 1921, when Col. Townsend 
Whelen first titled his column with it. Even then, it 
had been in use for years, referring to a sack used by 
target shooters to hold ammunition and accessories 
on the firing line. “Sight dope” also was a traditional 
marksman’s term for sight-adjustment information, 
while judging wind speed and direction was called 
“doping the wind.”

WARNING: Technical data and information 
contained herein are intended to provide information 
based on the limited experience of individuals under 
specific conditions and circumstances. They do 
not detail the comprehensive training procedures, 
techniques and safety precautions absolutely 
necessary to properly carry on similar activity. Read 
the notice and disclaimer on the contents page. 
Always consult comprehensive reference manuals and 
bulletins for details of proper training requirements, 
procedures, techniques and safety precautions before 
attempting any similar activity.
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ESSENTIAL GEAR - NEW PRODUCT ROUNDUP

What’s New In Shooting Gear
Sneaky Pete Holsters

Started by owners of a phone 
accessory business, Sneaky 
Pete is a new holster company 

specializing in discreet cases 
that mimic the appearance of a 
modern smartphone case but with 
features designed to accommodate 
a variety of small carry pistols.  
The attractive, nondescript leather 
pouch passes for a cell phone 
or electronic accessory case, yet 
is perfectly designed for ease 
of access to your favorite pistol.  
Sneaky Pete currently offers nearly 
100 different models for the most 
popular pistols and configurations. 
www.sneakypete.com



What’s New In Shooting Gear

Galco Gunleather  
Side Snap Scabbard 

Initially introduced 
in 2003, Galco 
Gunleather’s fast-

selling Side Snap 
Scabbard has been 
improved and updated 
with a reinforced mouth 
for easy one-handed 
reholstering. Constructed 
of premium steerhide, the 
open-top SSS retains the quick on-
off snap loops that fit belts up to 
1½" and now features a slight butt-
forward cant. It still has adjustable 
tension and adds a raised sweat 
guard to protect both the firearm 
and the wearer. The improved SSS 
is offered for right- or left-hand 
draw in black. www.galco.com
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Cannon Safe  
EMP Lock System

Known for its innovation in the manufacture of 
gun safes, Cannon Safe is now the only gun safe 
company with a digital and combination EMP 

lock system. Cannon’s exclusive dual access EMP lock 
system offers immediate access, simplicity and day-
to-day security of an electronic lock backed by the 
assurance of a manual combination lock. The EMP lock 
system is now standard equipment on Armory, Cannon 
and Commander series safes. www.cannonsafe.com



Marathon Seat Covers 

Manufactured in Montana since 1978, Marathon 
Superhide seat covers are specifically designed 
to fit many popular models of truck and SUV seats 

including: Chevy, Ford, Dodge, GMC, Honda, Hummer, Jeep, 
Nissan, Subaru or Toyota. Constructed from the highest quality 
waterproof Cordura Nylon, Superhides come in a variety 
of solid colors and camouflage patterns from Realtree and 
Mossy Oak. In addition, the Marathon factory stands behind 
its product and promptly answers any customer concerns 
regarding fit or quality. www.marathonseatcovers.com



  S I G N  U P  F O R  A M E R I C A N  R I F L E M A N  D I G I T A L

  G O :  N R A N E W S

American Rifleman     March 2013

Bushnell  
Trophy Cam HD

W   ith 8 MP image 
resolution and HD 
video standard 

on every unit, the Trophy 
Cam HD line of trail cameras 
represents one of the most 
effective scouting tools 
on the market for today’s 
prepared hunter. Four new 
models are packed with 
features to help hunters 
more effectively monitor 
game activity around the 
clock, including: one-year 
battery life and superior 
image clarity, along with 
hybrid capture mode, hyper 
PIR, freeze frame shutter 
and an ultra-low flash mode. 
A massive 32 GB SD card 
can store more than 20,000 
images. www.bushnell.com
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Bianchi Allusion Holsters 

A 
n inside-the-waistband design offering 
concealability and comfort, the Model 

135 Suppression holster is part of Bianchi’s 
Allusion series, which combines full-grain 
leather with a thermo-formed synthetic liner 
for lasting fit, performance and good looks. The 
holster rides low enough for the thickest part 
of the gun to lie directly underneath the belt, 
obscuring its shape, while shirt-tuckable C-clips 
grasp the belt around the edges, giving the 
appearance of an empty belt. Available in tan or 
black, it fits 1½" belts. www.safariland.com
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GunVault TacVault

From the makers of 
Gunvault comes the 
TacVault, a secure 

storage safe that is capable of 
holding any tactical shotgun 
or AR platform rifle with a 
30-round magazine.  The unit 
fits discreetly inside most 
standard-size closets and has 
a convenient shelf for storing 
spare magazines, ammunition, 
knives or a flashlight. It is 
available with GunVault’s 
patented No-Eyes keypad or 
biometric fingerprint scanner. 
www.gunvault.com
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Whitetail Institute 
PowerPlant

Imperial Whitetail PowerPlant 
is a forage product specifically 
developed to provide the 

maximum tonnage of high protein 
forage for deer during the spring 
and summer. It includes drought-
tolerant, highly attractive forage 
soybeans, Lablab and forage 
peas. PowerPlant also contains 
small amounts of sunflowers and 
a high-quality sorghum. Designed 
specifically for spring and 
summer, it should be planted only 
after spring soil temperatures have 
reached a constant temperature of 
at least 65 degrees, day and night.  
www.whitetailinstitute.com
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Pistol Wear Holsters

In use by the U.S. military and various government 
agencies, Pistol Wear’s patent-pending 
concealed-carry holsters are constructed 

from a body-conforming cushioned material that 
completely encloses the gun so that it does not 
touch the user’s skin. An integrated adjustable 
belt system means that the holster’s function 
is not dependent on the user’s clothing, and a 
simple retaining strap allows noise-free access. 
The comfortable, lightweight designs are solvent-
resistant and include a built-in perspiration barrier. 
www.pistolwear.com
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Birchwood Casey  
GroundStrike Jacks Targets 

Ground Strike Targets from Birchwood Casey 
are constructed from a durable self-healing 
material that will withstand hundreds of shots 

while still maintaining their original shape. Three 
different versions are available—a Prairie Chuck, an 
8" Round Plate and a Jack target. The Jack, designed to 
be placed on the ground, bounces around when shot, 
creating unique and challenging shooting opportunities 
every time it’s shot. Ground Strike Targets come in 
chartreuse green and are available at popular shooting 
sports retailers. www.birchwoodcasey.com







You know you’re on the right side of an issue when 
those on the other side want their extreme proposals 
rushed into law before the American people and 

their elected representatives have had a chance to give 
them careful thought.

In December, on the day of the unforgettable, 
horrible tragedy in Newtown, Conn., Boston Mayor 
Thomas Menino, co-chairman of New York City Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg’s gun control group, Mayors 
Against Illegal Guns, blurted, “Now is the time for 
a national policy on guns.” Two days later, Joseph 
Califano, former Secretary of Health, Education  
and Welfare and once an advisor to President  
Lyndon B. Johnson, wrote in The Washington Post 
that President Barack Obama should “Demand action 
on comprehensive gun control immediately.” As 

Califano explained, “LBJ was always poised to grasp 
any opportunity to achieve his legislative objectives,” 
including the Gun Control Act of 1968.

Three days later, President Obama announced that 

Political report

by Chris W. Cox,  
NRA-ILA Executive Director

No Calm Before the 
Anti-Gunners’ Storm

IL A Grassroots :  (800)  392-8683  •   NR A-IL A:  (703)  267-1170  •   NR A-IL A website:  www.nra i la .org

... Feinstein has announced that her new 
bill would ban everything banned in 1994, 
everything made to comply with that ban 
and new categories of guns ...

O f f i c i a l  J O u r n a l   
INSIDE NRA
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gun control would be a “central issue” of his final term in 
office, and that he had appointed Vice President Joe Biden 
to head a task force with a single mandate: to produce a list 
of “concrete proposals” which, Obama said, “I intend to push, 
without delay.” 

Though Obama didn’t say so, it was obvious that the top 
item on the list would likely be a new ban on commonly 
owned semi-automatic rifles, handguns, shotguns and 
magazines. Obama called for a new ban during his 2008 and 
2012 presidential campaigns, and he did so again after the 
Newtown crime. Biden introduced legislation on the issue 
when he was in the Senate and used his power as chairman of 
the Senate Judiciary Committee to help Sen. Dianne Feinstein, 
D-Calif., get her so-called “assault weapon and large magazine” 
ban passed as part of the 1994 crime bill.

Within minutes of Obama’s task force announcement, the 
Brady Campaign applauded “[t]he urgency with which the 
president is taking [sic] this issue.” Two days later, the Violence 
Policy Center—which first proposed a so-called “assault 
weapon” ban in 1988 and ridiculed the old ban as a “joke”  
for not being harsh enough—declared that “Now is the time” 
to ban “assault weapons” and magazines that hold more than 
10 rounds. 

Meanwhile, Sen. Feinstein promised to introduce a new 
gun and magazine ban when Congress reopened for business 
in January, telling reporters she was ready to move against 
“assault weapons” again. In addition to suggesting that her 
new bill would require the registration of hundreds of models 
of popular semi-automatic firearms under the National Firearms 
Act—treating them the same as fully automatic machine 
guns—she said, “We are also looking at a ‘buy-back’ program,” 
without addressing the constitutionality or enforceability of 
such a scheme.

As this article goes to press, Feinstein has announced that her 
new bill would ban everything banned in 1994, everything made 



Political report
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to comply with that ban and new categories of guns that were  
not addressed by the 1994 ban. She has also said her bill would 
prohibit the transfer of these newly NFA-registered guns, even  
by inheritance. 

Feinstein isn’t alone in pressing for gun bans in their most 
extreme form. In New York, Gov. Andrew Cuomo—a potential 
Democratic candidate for president in 2016—was reportedly 
working on a bill to ban all firearms capable of holding more 
than seven rounds, which would affect the M1 Garand and 
the vast majority of self-defense and target pistols today. In 
Cuomo’s words, “Confiscation could be an option. Mandatory 
sale to the state could be an option. Permitting could be an 
option—keep your gun but permit it.”

The reason for gun-ban supporters’ hurry was obvious. They 
wanted to use the Newtown tragedy as the justification for 
passing their long-standing gun control agenda.

But none of their proposals would have prevented Newtown. 
Not a ban on private transfers of firearms; a ban on the acquisition 
of firearms by anyone placed on the FBI’s often erroneous “terror 
watchlist;” the rationing of firearm purchases or new restrictions 
on imported firearms. Not a federal law requiring states to “set 
higher standards for granting permits for concealed weapons,” 
as proposed by The New York Times; prohibitive new taxes on 
ammunition and magazines; permit requirements to purchase 
ammunition; a ban on mail-order ammunition purchases; or the 
registration of all firearms. Yet gun-ban activists have already 
exploited the Newtown murders to push all these ideas and more.

There are many things we as a nation can do to help prevent 
tragedies like Newtown, from fixing America’s broken mental 
health system, to improving school security, to reducing the 
culture of violence marketed to our kids, to prosecuting those 
who misuse firearms to commit crimes. In the challenging 
months ahead, your NRA will need your full support in making 
sure that our elected officials think carefully before they cast  
any vote that will destroy our right to keep and bear arms. 
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SAVE ON TrAVEl
Car Rentals with discounts for members
 Hertz  1-800-654-2200  CDP# 166609  www.Hertz.com
 Avis  1-800-225-7094   AWD# A832100  www.avis.com/nra
 Budget  1-800-527-0700  BCD# Z636500  www.budget.com/nra
 Enterprise 1-800-736-8222 Customer # NrAErAC 
    www.enterprise.com/nra
 National  1-800-227-7368 Customer # 5028198  
    www.nationalcar.com/offer/nra
 Alamo 1-800-462-5266 Customer # 7015199  
    www.alamo.com/offer/nra

Hotels with discounts for members
Wyndham Hotels and resorts, Baymont Inns, Days Inn, Howard  

Johnson, Knights Inn, ramada, Travelodge, Wingate, Amerihost Inn, 
Super 8, Endless Vacation rentals, Hawthorn Suites and Microtel 
Inns and Suites.    1-877-670-7088 Benefits ID 8000002713 or go 

 to www.nra.org/affiliates.aspx  for web links. 
Best Western  1-800-441-1114 ID# 00151840 
 www.bestwestern.com/mvp/nra.asp

FINANCIAl SErVICES/HOuSEHOlD SErVICES
Credit Card: 
 NrA Visa 1-866-NrA-VISA offer 76376  www.nraaccounts.com/nra
Customized Checks
 NrA Check Program 1-888-331-6767  www.nracheckprogram.com
Moving and Relocation Services
 North American 800-524-5533  http://NrA.movingnavl.com
 Allied Van lines 800-871-8864  http://NrA.movingallied.com
 Mortgage Services 1-800-593-2526
 real Estate Services 1-800-593-2526    
Identity Theft Protection 
 lifelock 1-877-lifelock  promo code NrA  www.lifelock.com
NRA Car Buying Service 
 www.nra.org/autos   or call 1-877-924-8287

SAVE ON INSurANCE
NRA Endorsed Life, Health, Property, Casualty for members and businesses
 1-877-672-3006  www.nraendorsedinsurance.com
High Limit Life–underwritten
 Insurance Central 1-800-756-6452 x9037  www.icinsure.com/nra
MetLife Auto and Home
 1-877-491-5087  www.locktonrisk.com/nrains/auto.htm

SAVE ON MEDICAl NEEDS 
NRA Hearing Benefits
 1-866-619-5889  www.NrAHearingBenefits.com
Life Line Screening
 Preventive Screening Services 1-866-651-7926  
 www.lifelineScreening.com/NrA
Prescription Drug Discounts 
 1-888-436-3700  www.nrarx.com
CallMD
 1-888-205-2788  www.callmd.com/nraoffer
         

SPECIAlTY SAVINGS
NRA Outdoors Guides & Outfitter Service
 1-888-712-NrAO   www.nraoutdoors.com
Telecommunication Services
 Outdoor Affinity Telecom  1-866-519-5222   www.outdooraffinity.org/nra
Christmas/Seasonal Cards
 NrA Holiday Card Center  www.holidaycardcenter.org/nra 
NRA Wine Club
 Vinesse  1-800-823-5527  www.nrawineclub.com

SAVE ON NrA GEAr
The NrA Store 1-888-607-6007  www.nrastore.com 
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HIGHLIGHTED MEMBER BENEFIT OF THE MONTH

*Premium price not including program 
administrator service charge.  Insurance 
program administered by Lockton Affinity, LLC.

Defend Against Attacks And Help Protect Your Identity With LifeLock Membership
10% discount for NRA Members.  Try LifeLock identity theft protection with a 60-day money-back guarantee. *
Anyone can be a target of identity theft. In this digital age, you cannot control or consistently monitor the use of your personal  
information alone.  As a proud partner of the NRA, LifeLock stands ready to help.

•   Identity Threat Detection and Alerts:  Alerts you whenever LifeLock detects  
your personal information in fraudulent applications for credit and/or services within  
our extensive network.  (Network does not cover all transactions and scope may vary).

•  Lost Wallet Protection:  LifeLock will help you quickly cancel and replace lost credit cards to help stop fraudulent charges.

•  Address Change Verification:  Notifies you anytime LifeLock detects a change of address associated with your personal information so you are 
alerted if thieves try to divert your mail.

•  Reduced Pre-Approved Credit Card Offers: LifeLock requests that your name be removed from many pre-approved credit card mailing lists, 
an important information source for identity thieves. 

Enrollment is easy and takes only a few minutes—just call the friendly LifeLock Member Services team for live and domestic assistance.   
We’re available 24 hours a day to serve you at 1-800-LIFELOCK (543-3562), or go LifeLock.com.  Be sure to use promocode 
NRABENEFIT to get your 10% discount and ensure a portion of the proceeds benefit the NRA. Protect your identity now.
*If you’re not completely satisfied within your 60-day risk-free period, just call 1-800-LifeLock to receive a full refund of your purchase. Offer is for new LifeLock members only.
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Save with NRA Members-Only Benefits

2013MarAR_AHTreas.indd   75 1/9/13   3:42 PMUNI_NR_N33_SF_March_Hat_ad.indd   1 1/17/13   11:01 AM



ILA report: Latest legislative news from inside the NRA Institute for Legislative Action

After a series of meetings with the NRA and other 
organizations representing hunters, members 
of the firearm and ammunition industry, law 

enforcement groups and gun control groups, the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives 
(BATFE) is considering what guidelines it can use to 
interpret the “sporting purposes” exemption to the 
federal “armor piercing ammunition” law. 

The law, enacted in 1986, defines “armor piercing 
ammunition” to include any projectile or projectile 
core made of one or more metals listed in the law, and 
which can be used in a handgun. Congress used this 
narrow approach, rather than banning the manufacture 
of any bullet that can penetrate a bullet-resistant vest, 
because the NRA, along with the Justice and Treasury 
departments, pointed out that a “performance test” 
would have banned most center-fire rifle ammunition 
used for hunting and other sport shooting. A second 
definition, added in 1993, applies to any fully jacketed 
handgun bullet larger than .22 caliber if the jacket 
accounts for more than 25 percent of the projectile’s 
total weight. 

“Armor piercing” projectiles and cores may not be 
manufactured or imported for sale to the general 
public. However, the law exempts certain projectiles, 
including any projectile “the Attorney General 
finds is primarily intended to be used for sporting 
purposes.” BATFE is reviewing the issue because several 
manufacturers of hunting bullets have asked the BATFE 
to grant the exemption to their products.

BATFE Reviewing “Sporting Purposes” 
Exemption to AP Ammo Law
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The NRA Institute for Legislative Action is the official lobbying 
arm of the NRA and we’re committed to fighting for your 

Second Amendment rights in Congress, state legislatures and 
courtrooms across America. We never rest in our mission to 

guard your freedom, but our strength comes from you.

Please help NRA-ILA today by going to 

www.NRAILA.org/donate

365 days a year
we fight to defend your freedom.

At a November meeting at the agency’s headquarters, 
NRA representatives pointed out that the law was 
intended to restrict only a very narrowly defined class of 
handgun-caliber bullets that were designed for use by law 
enforcement officers, but are rarely, if ever, used by law 
enforcement agencies today. These bullets, constructed of 
metals harder than lead, were designed to shoot through 
hard objects, such as automobile doors, even at the 
relatively low velocities typical of handgun ammunition  
fired in handguns.

The NRA also pointed out that the congressional sponsors 
of the law did not intend it to affect rifle-caliber ammunition 
used for sporting purposes, and that the sporting purpose 
exemption should therefore apply to any rifle-caliber bullet 
that is designed primarily for sporting purposes, regardless 
of whether it can also be used for other legitimate purposes, 
or whether it can be used in a handgun. The BATFE has 
previously interpreted “sporting purposes” to include 
hunting and target shooting.

The NRA pointed out that the development of non-lead 
projectiles has been driven in part by increasing regulation 
of lead ammunition for dubious environmental reasons, and 
that the development of non-lead projectiles for hunting 
and target shooting will likely continue at a greater pace in 
the years ahead. The NRA encouraged the BATFE to interpret 
the “sporting purposes” exemption broadly in order to avoid 
regulating more bullets than Congress intended.

O f f i c i a l  J O u r n a l   
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IL A Grassroots :  (800)  392-8683 
NR A-IL A:  (703)  267-1170  •   NR A-IL A website:  www.nra i la .org

Germany Launches International Gun Registry
Continuing a dubious record as a champion of 

freedom in Europe, “the German government plans 
to launch its complete registry of legal gun owners at 

the beginning of next year, two years ahead of a deadline 
set by the EU [European Union],” according to the German 
website www.dw.de. “Under new EU laws,” the website 
noted, “all member countries are obliged to compile a 
centralized register.”

Indeed they are. As Cecilia Malmström, the EU’s 
Commissioner for Home Affairs, pointed out in November, 

during a speech ostensibly about 
“Firearm Trafficking,” an EU Directive 
“requires all Member States, by 2014, 
to create a database on owners and 
transfers of legal firearms within 
the EU.” Looking beyond Europe, 
she added, “we must continue 
global efforts as well. The EU is 
strongly committed to regulating 
the international weapons 

trade, and we fully support the successful conclusion 
of the negotiations on the Arms Trade Treaty at the UN 
Conference on 18-28 March 2013.”

Pretenses by that treaty’s supporters that it would never 
affect civilian ownership of firearms and ammunition in 

ILA report: Latest legislative news from inside the NRA Institute for Legislative Action

Pretenses by that treaty’s 
supporters that it would never 
affect civilian ownership of 
firearms and ammunition in 
the United States, are quickly 
becoming a thing of the past,

O f f i c i a l  J O u r n a l   
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Germany Launches International Gun Registry
the United States, are quickly becoming a thing of the past, for 
Malmström is not alone in wanting the treaty to affect civilian 
ownership of firearms and ammunition. Last year, the Control 
Arms Campaign—which includes Amnesty International, 
the International Action Network on Small Arms and 
Oxfam International—said that the treaty “must include 
all weapons, all transfers, and all transactions.” Meanwhile, 
the Mexican government, which for its own protection has 
suppressed Mexicans’ constitutionally guaranteed right to 
arms for more than 40 years, has been pushing for the treaty 
to cover ammunition as well. 

IN MEMORY NRA-ILA CONTRIBUTIONS
(November 27-December 16, 2012)
Dr. William Hamelman, McKinney, TX (from Helaine Hamelman); Jerry Cosley, Excelsior Springs, MO (from Cheryl 
Cosley); Charles Nolan, Lafayette, LA (from Diana Nolan); James Franklin, Wimberley, TX (from Joyce Franklin); James 
Owens, Lakeland, FL (from Audrey Owens); J.E. McDowell, Memphis, TN (from Dorothy McDowell); Harold Crooks, 
Spearman, TX, FL (from Joyce Crooks); Kenneth Collins, Burleson, TX (from Nancy Collins); Elizabeth Jane Smith, 
Moravia, NY (from George Smith, Jr.); Adelaide Eckes, Sedro Woolley, WA (from Robert Eckes); Chester Payne, (from 
Janet Denton and Audrey Lammers); Franklin Snyder, Oklahoma City, OK (from Franklin Snyder Trust) Wesley Ives, 
Brattleboro, VT (from Douglas & Mary Adams); Alfred Hochschulz, (from Donald & Maryanne Hochschulz); Ron Tillier 
(from Cambridge Skeet & Gun Club, Inc.); Alan C. Rhyne (from Charlotte Rifle & Pistol Club, Inc.);  Deceased Members of 
the Dundee Sportsman’s Club (from Dundee Sportsman’s Club.) 

ILA CONTRIBUTIONS
(The following contributed $1,000 or more to the NRA Institute for Legislative Action during 
 November 27-December 16, 2012.)
Rock Island Auction, Rock Island, IL; Davidson’s, Prescott, AZ; Big Bend Sportsman Club, Alpine, TX; Cape 
Radiology Group, Cape Girardeau, MO;  L.K. Weiss, Scottsdale, AZ; Jeffrey Radke, Anacortes, WA; Stephen Lawler, 
Pittsburgh, PA; Jon Ambrose, Greer, SC; Robert Huenemann, Hollister, CA; Emerson Glazer, Beverly Hills, CA; Derek 
Waggoner, Melbourne, FL; Ralph Terrell, Hamlin, TX; Benny White, Tucson, AZ; Kirk Courson, Perryton, TX; Shaun 
Snader, Falls Church, VA; June Bills, Boulder, CO; Kalli Kapraun Nazim, Oklahoma City, OK; Thomas Moe, Portland, 
OR; Matt Judkin, Las Vegas, NV; Advantage Pawn, Inc., Aurora, CO.
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Heidi Newfield 
Is NRA Country
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Heidi’s voice and presence in country music first established 
her as the center-stage star of Trick Pony’s emergence in 
2001. She recently released the debut single “Why’d You 

Have To Be So Good” from her sophomore solo project expected 
to launch in 2013. She joins some of country music’s biggest 
artists in teaming up with NRA Country to celebrate her support 
of our brave men and women in uniform, appreciation for the 
great outdoors, and love of family. 

NRA Country recently spoke with Heidi about life on the road 
and her genuine love of the outdoors.

NRAC:  What is your favorite hunting season and why?

HN: “I like deer season best. It means colder weather and football! 
And that means sweaters, wild hog roasts and big, warm fires!”

NRAC: Where is your favorite place to hunt and/or fish?

HN: “I like to hunt blacktail deer, one of the smallest breeds of deer, 
at home in Northern California. They are super smart and delicious.”

NRAC: Are you able to fit in any outdoor activities while on tour?

HN: “I don’t get to hunt or fish much while working hard on the road. 
But I would if the opportunity presented itself, and if I could still walk 
out there and sing with a strong voice the next day.”

NRA Country is a lifestyle and a bond between the country 
music community and hard-working Americans everywhere. 
It’s powered by pride, freedom, love of country, respect for the 
military, and the responsibilities of protecting the great American 
life. For more information visit www.nracountry.com and follow 
on twitter @NRACountry. 

http://www.nracountry.com/


Ph
ot

o 
by

 A
sh

 N
ew

el
l P

ho
to

gr
ap

hy



N O R T H  C E N T R A L S O U T H E A S TS O U T H  C E N T R A LW E S T

2 0 1 3  N R A  A N N UA L  M E E T I N G S
M AY  2 - 5 ,  H O U S TO N ,  T X
For hotel accommodations at the NRA Annual Meetings, 
visit www.nraam.org

Alaska
Arizona
California
Hawaii
Idaho
Montana

Nevada
Oregon
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Wyoming
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New Mexico
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North Dakota
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South Dakota
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Florida
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Maryland
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Washington, D.C.
West Virginia
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N O R T H E A S TS O U T H E A S T

The “NRA Regional Report,” a service for NRA  
members, appears in every issue of American Rifleman, 

American Hunter and America’s 1st Freedom.  
The Regional Report is an up-to-date listing of NRA 

conducted and/or sponsored events scheduled in your 
region for the current month. Call to verify event dates 

and locations before travelling.

MEMBER INFORMATION & BENEFITS

MEMBER SERVICE
NRAstore.com

MEMBER PROGRAMS
Hertz Car Rental CDP# 166609

AVIS Car Rental AWD# A832100
NRA Endorsed Insurance Programs

NRA Endorsed Prescription Plan
NRA Endorsed Check Program

NRA VISA Card
NRA Real Estate/Relocation Services

NRA Endorsed Moving Program
North American Van Lines

Allied Van Lines
INSTITUTE FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION

OFFICE OF ADVANCEMENT
THE NRA FOUNDATION

PLANNED GIVING
EDDIE EAGLE GUNSAFE PROGRAM

FRIENDS OF NRA
WOMEN ON TARGET

REFUSE TO BE A VICTIM
INSTRUCTOR/COACH

COMPETITIVE SHOOTING
FIELD OPERATIONS/RANGES
GUN COLLECTOR PROGRAMS

NRA AFFILIATED CLUBS
HUNTER SERVICES

LAW ENFORCEMENT
NATIONAL FIREARMS MUSEUM

EDUCATION & TRAINING
MEDIA RELATIONS
YOUTH PROGRAMS  

PROGRAM MATERIALS CENTER

www.nra.org
MEMBERSHIP ACCOUNT INFORMATION   

(877) 672-2000

NRA HEADQUARTERS   
(703) 267-1000

North Carolina
South Carolina
Tennessee
Virginia
Washington, D.C.
West Virginia

Connecticut
Delaware
Maine 
Massachusetts
New Hampshire

New Jersey
New York
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
Vermont
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2013 Director Nominations
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The nominees for election to the NRA Board in 2013 
were selected by the Nominating Committee and/or 
by petition of the membership.

The Board consists of 76 Directors. The Bylaws require 
that one-third of the terms of office of 75 Directors shall 
expire at each Annual Meeting of Members. One Director 
will be elected for a one-year term at each Annual Meeting 
of Members. Such Director shall be selected from only those 
candidates who were not elected by the mail ballot and 
those write-in candidates who received two hundred and 
fifty (250) or more write-in votes on said mail ballot but 
were not elected by the mail ballot.

The 2013 election will fill the 25 three-year terms that 
expire in 2016. Voting members will be asked to vote for a 
total of 25 nominees. The 25 nominees receiving the highest 
number of votes will be elected to the three-year term.

Nominations by the Nominating Committee. The 
Committee, elected by the Board of Directors, includes 
six Directors and three Lifetime members who are not 
Directors. The Committee met and gave consideration to 53 
names recommended by the membership. Each person was 
given serious, deliberate and careful consideration. A 
total of 28 nominees was selected.

Nominations by Petition of the Membership. A total 
of two persons was nominated by petition. (One of the 
two had already been nominated by the Nominating 
Committee.) Each petition sponsored by an NRA member 
or member organization required the signatures of not less 
than 250 voting members.

A total of 29 nominees, the combined total from the 
Nominating Committee and petition of the membership, 
will appear on the ballot. 



1. Don E. Young
 Fort Yukon, Alaska

2. Dwight D. Van Horn
 Hayden, Idaho

3. Steven C. Schreiner
 Englewood, Colorado

4. Robert E. Sanders
 Winston-Salem, North Carolina

5. Willie J. Robertson
 West Monroe, Louisiana

6. James W. Porter II
 Birmingham, Alabama

7. Lance Olson
 Marengo, Iowa

8. Ted Nugent
 China Spring, Texas

9. Johnny Nugent
 Lawrenceburg, Indiana

10. Oliver L. North
 Bluemont, Virginia

11. Karl A. Malone
 Farmerville, Louisiana

12. George K. Kollitides
 Madison, North Carolina

13. Tom King
 East Greenbush, New York

14. H. Joaquin Jackson
 Alpine, Texas

15. Susan Howard
 Boerne, Texas

16. Graham Hill
 Arlington, Virginia

17. Marion P. Hammer
 Tallahassee, Florida

18. Sandra S. Froman
 Tucson, Arizona

19. Joel Friedman
 Pasadena, California

20. Jeffrey S. Crane
 Annapolis, Maryland

21. Larry E. Craig
 Boise, Idaho

22. Richard Childress
 Lexington, North Carolina

23. Dave Butz
 Swansea, Illinois

24. Pete Brownell
 Grinnell, Iowa

25. Matt Blunt
 Middleburg,Virginia

26. Bob Barr
 Smyrna, Georgia

27. Carol Bambery
 DeWitt, Michigan

28. Frank E. Bachhuber Jr.
 Wausau, Wisconsin

29. Joe M. Allbaugh
 Oak Hill, Texas
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Our
58th
year

Proven AQUACIDE PELLETS.
Marble size pellets. Work at any depth.  

800-328-9350
KillLakeWeeds.com/300

10 lb. bag treats up
to 4,000 sq.ft. $84.00.
50 lb. bag treats up to
20,000 sq.ft. $331.00.
FREE SHIPPING!
Certified and approved by
state agencies. State
permit may be required.
Registered with the
Federal E.P.A.

Before          After

KILL LAKE WEEDSKILL LAKE WEEDS

AQUACIDE CO.AQUACIDE CO.
PO Box 10748, DEPT 300

White Bear Lake, MN  55110-0748

Order online today, or request free information.

Get a FREE DVD and Catalog 
1-800-790-6548

DRstumpgrinder.com

DR® STUMP GRINDER

 STUMP REMOVAL 
FAST & EASY!
•  EXPAND lawn areas.
•  OPEN UP fields & meadows.
•  REMOVE mowing hazards.
•  BLAZE new trails.

77
61

0X
  ©

 2
01

3

36
MONTH
For details please call or visit 
online. Limited time offer.

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

www.bondarms.com
817-573-4445 • Made in Texas

Not available in CA or MA.

SNAKE
SLAYER
.45 LC & .410

MacKENZIE VALLEY  
TIMBERWOLVES

½ wolf – ½ shep. cubs  
bred for protection,  
or ¾ and up cubs.

Have a true friend …  
own a wolf-shepherd.  

Brochure  
with 20 photos - $5.00

CHARLES DYSART, JR
BOX 597 Henrietta, NC 28076

(828) 657-6220 / Cell: (828) 429-0053
www.dysartswolfkennel.com

McKenzie1-12th.indd   1 2/8/12   1:36 PM

Want to reach 
Millions of

Potential Clients?
Run youR ad heRe!

For more information, contact 
Lillian Cliff 

817-741-0320
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Read I Have This Old Gun
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Board Member:

ICTA
COMPARE OUR LOW PRICES on these &
other rare gold coins for your portfolio or

collection at universalcoin.com/compare

Since 1995

The Official Bullion & Rare Coin
Dealer of the

�

�

�

In 1897, when the Colt New Service Revolver
began its nearly 50 year production run,
the Type III $20 Liberty Double Eagle was
entering its final decade of production.
Today, they are both sought-after rarities
by collectors of
guns and gold.

Minted between
1877-1907, the
Type III Liberty Double Eagle was the third
and final “type” variant in the historic gold
coin series. Containing almost one full
ounce of pure gold, the classic design and
relative rarity of the Type III Liberty Double
Eagle continue to spur their popularity and
numismatic demand among coin collectors
and investors worldwide.

NRA MEMBER EXCLUSIVE:
We have recently acquired a limited
cache of NGC & PCGS Certified Type III
$20 Liberty Double Eagles and have set
them aside exclusively for NRA members.
Secure yours today, before prices rise or
this limited allocation is sold out.

For Current Pricing, Date Availability
& To Secure Your Order Call:

(800) 877-3273
Offer Expires:
03/15/13

Vault Verification:
UAMRFTL0313

FREE overnight shipping
1st 100 orders ($20 savings)
Limited Inventory
Each Type III Liberty Double Eagle
Graded & Certified by PCGS or NGC

Please read important customer disclosures on our website or that
accompany products purchased, including arbitration agreement.

Image not
to scale

RATES: For Classified Advertising--$17.00 per word with 
a 10-word minimum. Count street address and box 
numbers as two words. All city, state and zip codes 
as three words. Website is one word. Make sure to 
include your telephone number. Send advertising 
copy and remittance to: American Rifleman, NRA 
Classified Advertising, ATTN: Lillian Cliff, Classified Ad-
vertising, 3902 Sandshell Drive, Fort Worth, TX 76137. 
For information about available categories/head-
ings, or for any other questions regarding classified 
advertising, please call: (817) 741-0320 or e-mail: 
Lillian@rossmediagroup.us. Inquiries and credit card 
orders may be faxed to (817) 741-0323. All classified 
advertising is payable in advance by check or 
money order to National Rifle Association (NRA). We 
accept all major credit cards. Please remember to 
provide the complete credit card number, expira-
tion date, signature and billing address. All classified 
advertising and payments must be received at the 
above-noted address by the 15th day, three months 
in advance of the issue.

ACCESSORIES

APEXGUNPARTS.COM The Best Source for Gun 
Parts, Parts Kits, & Accessories For Military Firearm 
Enthusiasts www.apexgunparts.com (719) 481-2050
COBRAY MAC AR15 M16 Parts Accessories & 
Kits MAC M-11 M-12 M-10 380acp & 9mm & TEC-9 
Magazines Match Grade Threaded 1911 & GLOCK 
Barrels Class III Parts Tools Books DVDs  
WWW.FTFINDUSTRIES.COM

AMMO/RELOADING
6mm Hagar - Competition, Varmint, or Tactical 
uses. Brass, magazines and dies available. 
www.6mmhagar.com
TASCOSA CARTRIDGE COMPANY Processed and 
Bulk Fired Brass, Hard Cast Lead Bullets, and 
Reloading Supplies. SATISFACTION GUARENTEED! 
Tascosacartridge.com (806) 944-5288

APPAREL

COLLECTIBLES

EDUCATION/TRAINING
GUNSMITHING AT PIEDMONT COMMUNITY  
COLLEGE.  Two-year, hands-on program; financial 
aid available; approved for GI Bill benefits;  
P.O. Box 1197, Roxboro, NC  27573; (336) 599-1181; 
www.piedmontcc.edu
PENNSYLVANIA GUNSMITH SCHOOL, professional 
Gunsmith training since 1949. 812A Ohio River Blvd., 
Pittsburgh, PA 15202. (412) 766-1812;  
www.pagunsmith.edu; http://www.pagunsmith.edu/
documents/FactsAboutPGS.pdf

FIREARMS

LUGER LIST, 400+ collector quality, $2, Oldest & 
Largest Luger Dealer, Simpson Ltd; 140 S Seminary St., 
Galesburg, IL 61401, (309) 342-5800,  
www.simpsonltd.com; lugers@simpsonltd.com
Lugers, P-38s, Nambus, Broomhandles, Relics 
Catalogue $2.00. Hoffman, 4105 Stephanie Dr., 
Branch, MI 49402.

GUNSMITHING/REPAIR
Airgun Repair, Crosman, Benjamin, Sheridan,  
Others, Seal Kits www.accurateairguns.com  
(360) 656-5123.
Hot Bluing and Parkerizing. Hot Flash Gun  
Refinishing Service - www.hotflashrefinishing.com

OPTICS

REAL ESTATE
FREE! Ozarks’ largest real estate catalog.  
Affordable getaway properties of all types.  
www.onlineoml.com, (800) 591-4047.

SAFES/SECURITY/ 
SELF DEFENSE
BurglarBomb stops intruders in seconds.  
Monitoring, police response unnecessary.  
BurglarBomb.com

WANTED
MACHINE GUNS - top dollar paid for single guns or 
collections. (215) 293-0200.

WINE/BEERMAKING
WINEMAKERS-BEERMAKERS. Free catalog.  
KRAUS, Box 7850-R, Independence, MO 64054. 
(800) 841-7404. www.eckraus.com/offers/r.asp�������

AWARD-WINNING
GOLD GUIDE - FREE

Official Bullion & Rare Coin Dealer of the NRA

GET THE ONLY NUMISMATIC
LITERARY GUILD

Discover the best gold options for you with
our 24 page comprehensive gold guide.

1-877-479-0478
OFFER EXPIRES: 03/15/13

UNIVERSAL COIN & BULLION

VAULT VERIFICATION: UAMRFGG0313

WANTED!
We are Strong Buyers for Estate 

Gun Collections, Single Fine Guns, 
Fine Shotguns, Winchesters, Colts,

Military Weapons and Class III

GunBuyer@CheaperThanDirt.com

Federally Licensed Firearms Dealer, Will Travel for Larger 
Collections, Appraisal Service Available for a Fee

817-378-5101

GUN COLLECTIONS

bw_guns.indd   1 12/3/12   3:50 PM

                            
www.Tech-SIGHTS.com  (843) 332-8222 
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MARLIN® 60&795 SKS 
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Colt New Service Revolver



TEcHNIcAL

Looking at its classic profile, it is 
hard to believe the New Service 
was introduced in 1897. Yet, with 

its smooth and reliable action and 
weighing in at 3 lbs. fully loaded,  
this—the largest of Colt’s pre-war  
“self-cockers”—became the foundation 
for the Colt Python many years later. 

Offered in standard barrel lengths of 
4½", 5½" and 7½", 4", 5" and 6" barrels 
were also produced, and calibers 
ranged from .38 Spl. to .476 Eley, with 
.38-40 Win., .44-40 Win., .44 Spl. and 
.45 Colt among the most popular, along 
with the .357 Mag., which was first 
offered in 1936. Stocks were “Colt” 
embossed black, checkered hard 
rubber, but were changed to walnut 
after World War I. With the exception 
of military models, the majority of 

New Service revolvers were finished 
in lustrous blue with case-hardened 
hammers, triggers and ejector rod tips, 
although a few rarities were nickeled.

Colt New Service variations 
include the Army Model of 1909, the 
Target Model with flat-top frame and 
adjustable sights, the Target Master and 
the U.S. Model 1917, which shared this 
designation with the Smith & Wesson 
Second Model Hand Ejector and served 
through both World Wars. During the 
1920s and ’30s the Director of Civilian 
Marksmanship offered surplus M1917s 
to NRA members for $15 each. Made 
until 1943, the New Service was 
adopted by numerous law enforcement 
agencies, including the U.S. Border 
Patrol and the U.S. Post Office.

This particular gun was shipped  

Colt New Service Revolver
Gun: Colt New ServiCe
Caliber: .45 ACP (Altered from the origiNAl .455 eley)
Serial no: e 117XX
Condition: good (NrA moderN guN CoNditioN StANdArdS)
ManufaCtured: 1904
Value: $900 (with fACtory letter AtteStiNg to r.C.m.P. ProveNANCe)



New! Doctor
Recommended The Reverse Aging Miracle

1-877-849-4777

• Improved sleep & emotional stability
• Increased energy & exercise endurance
• Loss of body fat 
• Increased bone density
• Improved memory & mental alertness
• Increased muscle strength & size
• Reverse baldness & color restored
• Regenerates Immune System

• Strengthened heart muscle
• Controlled cholesterol
• Normalizes blood pressure
• Controlled mood swings
• Wrinkle disappearance
• Reverse many degenerative 
 disease symptoms
• Heightened five senses awareness
• Increased skin thickness & texture

From the landmark book Grow Young with 
HGH comes the most powerful, over-the-
counter health supplement in the history of 
man.  Human growth hormone was first 
discovered in 1920 and has long been thought 
by the medical community to be necessary 
only to stimulate the body to full adult size 
and therefore unnecessary past the age of 20. 
Recent studies, however, have overturned this 
notion completely, discovering instead that the 
natural decline of Human Growth Hormone 
(HGH), from ages 21 to 61 (the average age at 
which there is only a trace left in the body) 
and is the main reason why the the body ages 
and fails to regenerate itself to its 25 year-old 
biological age.

Like a picked flower cut from the source, we 
gradually wilt physically and mentally and 
become vulnerable to a host of degenerative 
diseases, that we simply weren’t susceptible to 
in our early adult years.

Modern medical science now regards aging as 
a disease that is treatable and prevent-
able and that “aging”, the disease, is 
actually acompilation of various 
diseases and pathologies, from 
everything, like a rise in blood glucose 
and pressure to diabetes, skin wrinkling 
and so on. All of these aging symptoms 
can be stopped and rolled back by 
maintaining Growth Hormone levels in 

the blood at the same levels HGH existed in 
the blood when we were 25 years old.

There is a receptor site in almost every cell in 
the human body for HGH, so its regenerative 
and healing effects are very comprehensive.

Growth Hormone first synthesized in 1985 
under the Reagan Orphan drug act, to treat 
dwarfism, was quickly recognized to stop 
aging in its tracks and reverse it to a remark-
able degree.  Since then, only the lucky and 
the rich have had access to it at the cost of 
$10,000 US per year.

The next big breakthrough was to come in 
1997 when a group of doctors and scientists, 
developed an all-natural source product which 
would cause your own natural HGH to be 
released again and do all the remarkable 
things it did for you in your 20’s.  Now 
available to every adult for about the price of 
a coffee and donut a day.

GHR now available in 
America, just in time for 
the aging Baby Boomers 
and everyone else from 
age 30 to 90 who doesn’t 
want to age rapidly but 
would rather stay young, 
beautiful and healthy all 
of the time.

The new HGH releasers are winning converts 
from the synthetic HGH users as well, since 
GHR is just as effective, is oral instead of 
self-injectable and is very affordable.

GHR is a natural releaser, has no known side 
effects, unlike the synthetic version and has no 
known drug interactions. Progressive doctors 
admit that this is the direction medicine is 
seeking to go, to get the body to heal itself 
instead of employing drugs.  GHR is truly a 
revolutionary paradigm shift in medicine and, 
like any modern leap frog advance, many others 
will be left in the dust holding their limited, or 
useless drugs and remedies.

It is now thought that HGH is so comprehen-
sive in its healing and regenerative powers that 
it is today, where the computer industry was 
twenty years ago, that it will displace so many 
prescription and non-prescription drugs and 
health remedies that it is staggering to think of.

The president of BIE Health Products stated in 
a recent interview, I’ve been waiting for these 
products since the 70’s.  We knew they would 
come, if only we could stay healthy and live 
long enough to see them! If you want to stay on 
top of your game, physically and mentally as 
you age, this product is a boon, especially for 
the highly skilled professionals who have made 
large investments in their education, and 
experience. Also with the failure of Congress to 
honor our seniors with pharmaceutical coverage 
policy, it’s more important than ever to take 
pro-active steps to safeguard your health.  
Continued use of GHR will make a radical 
difference in your health, HGH is particularly 
helpful to the elderly who, given a choice, 
would rather stay independent in their own 
home, strong, healthy and alert enough to 
manage their own affairs, exercise and stay 
involved in their communities. Frank, age 85, 
walks two miles a day, plays golf, belongs to a 
dance club for seniors, had a girl friend again 
and doesn’t need Viagara, passed his drivers test 
and is hardly ever home when we call - GHR 
delivers.

HGH is known to relieve symptoms of Asthma, 
Angina, Chronic Fatigue, Constipation, Lower 
back pain and Sciatica, Cataracts and Macular 
Degeneration, Menopause, Fibromyalgia, 
Regular and Diabetic Neuropathy, Hepatitis, 
helps Kidney Dialysis and Heart and Stroke 
recovery.

For more information or to 
order call 877-849-4777 

www.biehealth.us
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appearance and outlook.  In fact we are so confident of the 
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THE NEW SERVICE WAS 
ADOPTED BY NUMEROUS 
LAW ENFORCEMENT 
AGENCIES, INCLUDING THE 
U.S. BORDER PATROL AND 
THE U.S. POST OFFICE.



New! Doctor
Recommended The Reverse Aging Miracle

1-877-849-4777
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Recent studies, however, have overturned this 
notion completely, discovering instead that the 
natural decline of Human Growth Hormone 
(HGH), from ages 21 to 61 (the average age at 
which there is only a trace left in the body) 
and is the main reason why the the body ages 
and fails to regenerate itself to its 25 year-old 
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the highly skilled professionals who have made 
large investments in their education, and 
experience. Also with the failure of Congress to 
honor our seniors with pharmaceutical coverage 
policy, it’s more important than ever to take 
pro-active steps to safeguard your health.  
Continued use of GHR will make a radical 
difference in your health, HGH is particularly 
helpful to the elderly who, given a choice, 
would rather stay independent in their own 
home, strong, healthy and alert enough to 
manage their own affairs, exercise and stay 
involved in their communities. Frank, age 85, 
walks two miles a day, plays golf, belongs to a 
dance club for seniors, had a girl friend again 
and doesn’t need Viagara, passed his drivers test 
and is hardly ever home when we call - GHR 
delivers.

HGH is known to relieve symptoms of Asthma, 
Angina, Chronic Fatigue, Constipation, Lower 
back pain and Sciatica, Cataracts and Macular 
Degeneration, Menopause, Fibromyalgia, 
Regular and Diabetic Neuropathy, Hepatitis, 
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Sept. 6, 1904, as part of the first 700 New Service revolvers ordered 
by the North West Mounted Police. Eventually more than 3,000 such 
guns were procured by Canada’s Mounties. It is stamped with rack 
number “477” and is factory stamped “N.W.M.P.” on the backstrap, 
and was originally chambered for .455 Eley. Although mechanically 
sound, someone has rebored the chambers for .45 ACP, marked out 
the second “5” of the barrel’s caliber designation, and polished off 
the finish, while leaving the markings legible. Normally, such a gun 
without R.C.M.P. markings would warrant a $350-$450 price tag. 
With bona fide R.C.M.P. stampings the Blue Book of Gun Values puts 
it at about $550. Nonetheless, with its factory letter, this gun recently 
sold at auction for $900.

—Rick HackeR, Field editoR
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Don’t Miss  
Your shot!
To add the digital edition of 
American Rifleman or one of 
our other digital publications 
to your subscriptions from NRA, 
call NRA Member Services 
at (877) NRA-2000 or go to 
NRAMemberServices.org.
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Coming in the April issue of 
American Rifleman:

Why America’s Gun Owners  
Must Stand And Fight

Heading To Houston: 
Guns & Gear In The Lone Star State

Not Just A .45: 
Colt’s Alternate M1911 Chamberings

Self-Defense Behind The Wheel  

The Sincerest Form Of Flattery  
Chinese Broomhandles
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