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Listen to the 
sound of the 
shofar!
Shalom Friends and Family, and welcome to 
HisStory Revealed, a service of Vessel of 
Truth Ministry

You may think of these newsletters as 
your daily report in the greatest battle 
ever fought, the battle for TRUTH.  
These reports are designed in such a 
manner as to allow the interested 
reader the opportunity to glean from 
the tumultuous events whirling 
around us and therefore begin to cut 
through the ever increasing depths of 
deception unknown to mankind in 
times past.  We can begin to feel the 
ebbs and flows of this battle as 
witnessed by the speed and direction 

of events reported herein, thereby 
assisting ourselves in being watchful 
over our own house so that it not get 
broken into. 

Additional understanding of these 
matters and how they fit into 
Scriptural prophecy will soon be 
available online along with archived 
HisStory Revealed reports.  

Questions and comments from all 
who are seeking the truth of these 
matters is welcomed and encouraged 
and may be directed to 
zdale@vesseloftruth.com.

All praise and thanks for that which is 
found here be to Abba YHVH, for I 
am but a vessel that desires to be 
found worthy by Him of that which 
He has chosen to accomplish through 
me.

Shalom v’Ahava B’Shem YHVH,
Peace & Love in the Name of YHVH,
Dale

A daily report for all who seek to be watchful of events comprising the closing 
moments of this world as we have known it.
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Jan. 4, 2010 Israeli on Diplomatic 
Offense: Does PA Really Want 
Peace?
By Tzvi Ben Gedalyahu - Arutz 
Sheva

(Israelnationalnews.com) The Foreign 
Ministry Tuesday launched a new diplomatic 
offensive that publicly questions the 
Palestinian Authority’s sincerity in wanting 
peace with Israel and outlines its “enigmatic 
behavior.” The ministry’s statements follow 
by one week Foreign Minister Avigdor 
Lieberman’s speech to Israeli diplomats to 
get the message across” that Israel’s 
concessions to the PA have been met by new 
demands and a refusal to sit down and talk.

Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu said 
on Monday that he sees signs that PA 
Chairman Mahmoud Abbas is interested in 
resuming negotiations for establishing the 
PA as a state within Israel’s current borders.

However, the Foreign Ministry’s statement 
Tuesday morning indicate that the Prime 
Minister’s comment may have simply been 
another ploy in what has become a 
diplomatic game of chess in which each side 
tries to show the other as being guilty of 
causing a stalemate.

“The consistent rejection by Palestinians of 
Israeli peace initiatives and its current 
refusal to negotiate leaves Israel questioning 
whether its neighbors are in fact committed 
to peace,” said the Foreign Ministry.                                    

Ministry officials outlined a step-by-step 
history of Israeli concessions to the PA, 
dating from the Oslo Accords to the recent 
10-month freeze on new building for Jews 
in Judea and Samaria. They quoted 
American praise and PA rejection of the 
freeze: ”The Israeli move was welcomed by 
U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, 
special envoy for Mideast peace former 
Senator George Mitchell, who stated that ‘it 
is more than any Israeli government has 
done before and can help movement toward 
agreement between the parties.’ 

“Palestinian spokesmen rejected the 
moratorium even before the official Israeli 
announcement. The Fatah Central 
Committee claimed that Prime Minister 

Netanyahu was trying to avoid peace, stated 
that the Israeli decision showed Netanyahu 
was ‘continuing to avoid the peace process 
and ignore all opportunities to achieve 
peace.’”

Abbas had stated before the freeze that he 
“will wait for Israel to freeze settlements” 
before resuming talks.

The diplomatic offensive notes that the 
American administration praised Prime 
Minister Netanyahu’s speech last June 
when he announced he accepts the principle 
of a PA state. Spokesmen then added the PA 
response: “Saeb Erekat, senior Palestinian 
negotiator stated, ‘The peace process has 
been moving at the speed of a tortoise. 
Tonight, Netanyahu has flipped it over on its 
back.’ Similarly, PA spokesman Nabil Abu 
Rdaineh stated, ‘Netanyahu’s remarks have 
sabotaged all initiatives, paralyzed all efforts 
being made.’

“Ahmed Bahar, acting chairman of the 
Palestinian Legislative Council, said that the 
speech proved that "'resistance' [i.e. 
terrorism] was the only way for Palestinians 
to receive the rights they deserved.’”

The Foreign Ministry also highlighted 
Israeli “measures to enhance freedom of 
movement” that not “only improve the 
quality of life of Palestinian civilians but also 
promote economic development…. Despite 
Israeli confidence building measures, the PA 
has orchestrated a campaign in international 
forums to delegitimize Israel and undermine 
its economy and security.”

http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/
News.aspx/135366

Jan. 5, 2010 Police Foil Terrorist 
Attack in Jerusalem’s Old City
By Tzvi Ben Gedalyahu

(Israelnationalnews.com) Police foiled a 
potentially gruesome terrorist attack in the 
heart of Jerusalem’s Old City Monday night 
when they arrested three Hevron Arabs with 
knives that were to be used to stab to death 
an Israeli policeman or soldier.

They were caught near Jaffa Gate, the most 
popular and crowded thoroughfare for 
tourists and visitors to the Old City. Police 

were suspicious of their vehicle and 
discovered their plans while questioning the 
terrorists.

The foiled stabbing is one of an increasing 
number of attacks and planned attacks by 
Palestinian Authority Arabs on Jews. A 
large number of the incidents involve 
individuals acting independently of large 
terrorist organizations, indicating a different 
wave of violence that has been dubbed a 
“quiet” Intifada.

Security officers Tuesday morning arrested a 
young PA terrorist armed with a 12-inch 
knife and a firebomb at the Kalandia 
checkpoint on the northern edge of 
Jerusalem. On Monday, police at the Cave 
of the Patriarchs in Hevron arrested two 
Arabs with knives in what has become a 
weekly event. Many previous arrests of 
would-be terrorists have involved young 
women.

Another sign of escalating violence by Arabs 
against Jews is the sharp increase in 
firebombings (using "Molotov cocktails") 
and rock throwing attacks. A PA Arab 
wounded a 19-year-old girl southwest of 
Hevron two weeks ago when he attacked an 
Egged bus with one such firebomb. 

Rock throwing attacks have been reported 
daily in the past several weeks, primarily on 
Highway 60 between Jerusalem and 
the suburbs of Be’er Sheva, and on the road 
between Kfar Saba and Jewish communities 
in central Samaria. Regional council leaders 
have complained that the removal of 
checkpoints on the highways has 
encouraged the escalation in attacks. A 
public bus and at least one car sustained 
damage late Tuesday morning on Highway 
60 in a rock attack north of Hevron. A 
simialr attack occurred on the same road 
Monday afternoon.

The murder of a rabbi and educator in 
Samaria last month was carried out several 
days after residents warned that the removal 
of a checkpoint would be followed by an 
attack. The IDF denied any connection 
between the removal of soldiers and the 
murder.

http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/
News.aspx/135359
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Jan. 4, 2010 Houston mayor calls 
swearing-in milestone for gays
By Michael Graczyk - AP

HOUSTON (AP) - Houston Mayor Annise 
Parker said Monday her election to lead the 
nation's fourth-largest city marked a 
milestone for gay Americans but was just 
"one step toward a tomorrow of greater 
justice." 

Parker was sworn in over the weekend in a 
private ceremony and repeated her oath 
during a public ceremony Monday. Her 
partner, Kathy Hubbard, held a Bible that 
belonged to Parker's grandparents for the 
swearing-in by U.S. District Judge Vanessa 
Gilmore. 

Parker took almost 54 percent of the vote in 
a runoff last month, defeating former city 
attorney Gene Locke in a race to succeed 
Bill White, who had reached his term limit. 
Her election made Houston the largest U.S. 
city to elect an openly gay mayor. 

"I spoke on election night of that being an 
historic election, and my election made news 
all around the world," she told the more than 
1,000 people who gathered at the city's 
Wortham Theater. "Now, Houstonians 
weren't very surprised they elected a gay 
woman. We have a tradition of electing 
mayors not for who they are but for what 
they believe we can do as a city." 

The three-term former city controller has 
never made a secret or issue of her sexual 
orientation in any of her runs for office. But 
she was criticized because of her sexual 
orientation by anti-gay activists and some 
religious groups, who endorsed Locke and 
sent out mailers condemning her. 

Parker addressed some of her inaugural 
remarks to the city's gay, lesbian, bisexual 
and transgender community specifically. 

"I understand how much this day means to 
you," she said. "I can feel your excitement 
and your joy." 

But she said she also could feel their 
"apprehension and your longing for 
acceptance." 

"Your bravery in the face of threat, your 
grace in the face of insult, sustains me," she 
said. "I will gladly carry you forward. 

"But today is simply one step toward a 
tomorrow of greater justice." 

Several smaller U.S. cities, including 
Portland, Ore., Providence, R.I., and 
Cambridge, Mass., have openly gay mayors. 

Gay and lesbian rights organizations from 
across the country endorsed Parker and 
contributed money to her campaign and 
staged get-out-the-vote phone banks. 

Several demonstrators gathered outside the 
theater Monday, with pro-gay activists 
outnumbering anti-gay. 

Parker worked for two decades in the oil 
and gas business, specializing in economic 
modeling, and began her political career as a 
gay activist. After two unsuccessful tries, she 
won a city council seat in 1997, was re-
elected twice, then won three terms as city 
controller before winning the mayor's job. 

She's Houston second female mayor. Kathy 
Whitmire, who also served as city controller,  
was elected in 1981 and was re-elected four 
more times before losing in 1991. 

Parker takes over a city of 2.2 million that's 
weathered the national recession better than 
most but still is facing what she's estimated 
as a budget deficit of about $3 million. 

Also Monday, former Georgia state Sen. 
Kasim Reed was sworn into office as 
Atlanta's 59th mayor. Reed overcame low 
early poll numbers to win a runoff over city 
councilwoman Mary Norwood, who was 
trying to become the mostly black city's first 
white mayor in a generation. 

http://www.breitbart.com/article.php?
id=D9D136QO0&show_article=1

Jan. 5, 2010 Americans' job 
satisfaction falls to record low
By Jeannine Aversa - AP

WASHINGTON (AP) -- We can't get no 
job satisfaction.

Even Americans who are lucky enough to 
have work in this economy are becoming 

more unhappy with their jobs, according to a 
new survey that found only 45 percent of 
Americans are satisfied with their work.

That was the lowest level ever recorded by 
the Conference Board research group in 
more than 22 years of studying the issue. In 
2008, 49 percent of those surveyed reported 
satisfaction with their jobs.

The drop in workers' happiness can be 
partly blamed on the worst recession since 
the 1930s, which made it difficult for some 
people to find challenging and suitable jobs. 
But worker dissatisfaction has been on the 
rise for more than two decades.

"It says something troubling about work in 
America. It is not about the business cycle or 
one grumpy generation," says Linda 
Barrington, managing director of human 
capital at the Conference Board, who helped 
write the report, which was released 
Tuesday.

Workers have grown steadily more unhappy 
for a variety of reasons:

-- Fewer workers consider their jobs to be 
interesting.

-- Incomes have not kept up with inflation.

-- The soaring cost of health insurance has 
eaten into workers' take-home pay.

If the job satisfaction trend is not reversed, 
economists say, it could stifle innovation and 
hurt America's competitiveness and 
productivity. And it could make unhappy 
older workers less inclined to take the time 
to share their knowledge and skills with 
younger workers.

Nate Carrasco, 26, of Odessa, Texas, says 
he's been pretty unhappy in most of his jobs, 
including his current one at an auto parts 
store.

"There is no sense of teamwork in most 
places any more," Carrasco gripes.

When the Conference Board's first survey 
was conducted in 1987, most workers -- 61 
percent -- said they were happy in their jobs. 
The survey of 5,000 households was 
conducted for the Conference Board by 
TNS, a global market research company.

U N I T E D  S T A T E S
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One clue that may explain workers' growing 
dissatisfaction: Only 51 percent now find 
their jobs interesting -- another low in the 
survey's 22 years. In 1987, nearly 70 percent 
said they were interested in their work.

Workers who find their jobs interesting are 
more likely to be innovative and to take the 
calculated risks and the initiative that drive 
productivity and contribute to economic 
growth, Barrington says.

"What's really disturbing about growing job 
dissatisfaction is the way it can play into the 
competitive nature of the U.S. work force 
down the road and on the growth of the 
U.S. economy -- all in a negative way," says 
Lynn Franco, another author of the report 
and director of the Conference Board's 
Consumer Research Center.

Conference Board officials and outside 
economists suggested that weak wage 
growth helps explain why workers' 
unhappiness has been rising for more than 
20 years. After growing in the 1980s and 
1990s, average household incomes adjusted 
for inflation have been shrinking since 2000.

Also, compared with 1980, three times as 
many workers contribute to the cost of their 
health insurance -- and those contributions 
have gone up. The average employee 
contribution for single-coverage medical 
care benefits rose from $48 a month to $76 a 
month between 1999 and 2006.

Workers under 25 expressed the highest 
level of dissatisfaction. Roughly 64 percent 
of workers under 25 say they were unhappy 
in their jobs. The recession has been 
especially hard on young workers, who face 
fewer opportunities now and lower wages, 
some analysts say.

The most satisfied were those ages 25 to 34, 
who may see some opportunities for upward 
mobility as baby boomers retire. Around 47 
percent of workers 25 to 34 say they were 
happy in their jobs.

Some other key findings of the survey:

-- Forty-three percent of workers feel secure 
in their jobs. In 2008, 47 percent said they 
feel secure in their jobs, while 59 percent felt 
that way in 1987.

-- Fifty-six percent say they like their co-
workers, slightly less than the 57 percent 
who said so last year but down from 68 
percent in 1987.

-- Fifty-six percent say they are satisfied 
with their commute to work even as 
commute times have grown longer over the 
years. That compares with 54 percent in 
2008 and 63 percent in 1987.

-- Fifty-one percent say their are satisfied 
with their boss. That's down from 55 percent 
in 2008 and around 60 percent two decades 
ago.

Carrasco said he wishes his bosses would 
take time to listen to workers' ideas -- and 
their difficulties on the job.

"Most of the time they only listen to what 
their bosses are saying," he says. "Bosses 
need to come down to the employee level 
more and see what actually goes on, versus 
what their paperwork tells them is 
happening in the stores."

It wouldn't be fair to blame low job 
satisfaction solely on bad bosses, Barrington 
says.

"It is two-way responsibility," she says. 
"Workers also have to figure out what they 
should be doing to be the most engaged in 
their jobs and the most productive."

http://finance.yahoo.com/news/Americans-
job-satisfaction-apf-1483464009.html?x=0
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Jan. 5, 2010 Euro-Med 
Partnership: 50 Million More 
Muslims Into Europe
Posted by Pamela Geller - Atlas 
Shrugs

...ultimately reaching the EU's four fundamental 
freedoms: free movement of goods, services, capital 
and people (more here)

Last week I ran a column in The 
Washington Times, The American 
Thinker and Newsmax on the Euro-Med 
partnership (more like a suicide pact).

My colleague, legal eagle John Jay, has 
been studying the documents relating to 
Euro-Med. The findings from his research 
are staggering. The Euro union will import 
an almost incomprehensible number of 
Muslims into Europe.

50 million laborers with families. By the year 
2050 the Islamic population will be 25-30% 
of the Euro population. Perhaps over 100 
million Muslims in Europe.

"Association agreements" parse out how the 
E.U. and countries involved in the Euro-
Med Partnership are going to delineate what 
the concrete relations are. This link at 
wikipedia explains what "association 
agreements" are: in effect, they are 
individualized "changing courses" negotiated 
between the Euro Union and the countries. 

Here is a very good synopsis of Euro 
Union documents, a digest.

The US Muslim engagement document, the 
blueprint for the Obama administration and 
a charter for our dhimmitude, parallels these 
plans. It's the same “cross-culturalization” 
plans discussed and recommended in the 
Euro-Med partnership. (More on the US 
Muslim engagement here and here.)

Take, for example, a look at the association 
agreement with Egypt. It talks of the same 
things as "changing course". Links 
galore, except they have all been suspended, and 
are routed into a new site for the European 
Union, and you cannot find anything in 
there. They have hidden everything having 
to do with this. I am surprised this page is 
up, which is why I have taken a screen shot 
of it while it's still up:

Association Agreement with Egypt
[..]
- training of persons working in the cultural 
field. 
Promote cultural cooperation of a 
commercial nature, production, investment 
and marketing, training and exchange of 
information. Cooperation in the field of 
audiovisual media shall seek to encourage 
cooperation in such areas as co-production 
and training. The Union shall seek ways to 
encourage Egyptian participation 
in Community initiatives in this sector. See 
article 71.

The "association agreements" with Egypt, 
Jordan, etc. -- that's where the rubber meets 
the road on fleshing out agreements on 
culture, immigration, leadership 
exchanges ...

Association Agreements between the 
European Union and the Mediterranean 
Partners

The bilateral track of The Barcelona Process 
foresees a bilateral section governed by a 
series of bilateral Association 
Agreements. There are certain common 
aspects to all of them: political dialogue, 
respect for human rights and democracy, 
establishment of WTO-compatible free trade 
over a transitional period of up to 12 years, 
provisions relating to intellectual property, 
services, public procurement, competition 
rules, state aids and monopolies, economic 
cooperation, cooperation relating to social 
affairs and migration and cultural 
cooperation. To come into into force, the 
Agreements must be ratified by the 
European Parliament, the Parliaments of the 
EU member states and the partner country. 
This procedure is long. The Agreements 
foresees reduction of the custom rights for 
industrial and agricultural products.

A new Euro-Med University was formally 
launched on 9 June, 2008 in Slovenia. Based 
in Piran, on the Adriatic coastline, the 
University will initially be developed by the 
Centre for Euro-Med Studies. (more here)

Universities and research insitutes are 
invited to become partner insitutions [sic].  
So far , from the UK, the Universities of 
Westminister, Cambridge and Bristol have 
expressed interest.

Cross culturization among universities and 
colleges. Institutional fascism and historical 
revisionism. Education and history though 
an Islamic prism.

If you go to the EMUNI (Euromed 
University) site, it gives you a clear 
indication of what they are up to. Front and 
Center is the Organization of Islamic 
Conference (OIC')'s Alliance of 
Civilizations:

EMUNI in Egypt with the governmental 
delegation

Cairo, Egypt, 15 - 16 Dec. EMUNI 
representatives were part of the 
accompanying delegation of the Prime 
Minister of the Republic of Slovenia at his 
official visit to the Arab Republic of Egypt. 
In the frame of the visit Prof. Dr. Joseph 
Mifsud and Ambassador Mohamed Rifaah 
(Assistant Foreign Minister, head of the 
Institute for Diplomatic Studies) signed 
a Memorandum of Understanding. More...

Regional Meeting of the Alliance of 
Civilizations

Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina. The 
first Alliance of Civilizations' South-East 
European Conference was held in Sarajevo. 
It was attended also by Prof. Dr. Joseph 
Mifsud, who was a panelist at a session 
dedicated to intercultural dialogue and 
opened by Hans D'Orville, Deputy Director 
General of UNESCO. More... 

Bat Ye'or said the following of the 
Alliance of Civilizations in a speech given at 
the Counter Jihad conference in Brussels 
in 2007: The Alliance of 
Civilizations, created to oppose the clash of 
civilizations, that is jihad, has also added 
pressure. On 13 November 2006, the High-Level 
Group of the Alliance of Civilizations presented its 
report. which sums up the request of the OIC at its 
Mecca Summit in 2005, after the Cartoons affair. 
First, it adopts the Islamic view of history and 
politics by claiming that everything was fine 
between the three monotheistic religions until the 
19thcentury, when the evil of European colonialism 
and Zionism destroyed this harmony. Then it 
affirms that the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is the 
main source of Christian-Muslim antagonism, not 
the jihadist war and ideology that deny for others 
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the right to exist. It proclaims that this conflict 
“remains one of the gravest threats to international  
stability” and formulates recommendations that 
again echo the OIC requests. Such views mirror 
Hitler accusing the Jews of fomenting World War 
II, or the Protocols of the Elders of Zion, praised in 
the Hamas charter, the Palestinian branch of the 
Muslim Brotherhood which denies Israel’s right to 
exist.

Why would Europe undertake such a 
diabolical and disastrous immigration bomb? 
And that's what this is. Geert Wilders said 
in a speech at Columbia University in 
October 2009:

Make no mistake: Islam has always 
attempted to conquer Europe. Spain fell in 
the 8th century. Constantinople fell in the 
15th century. Vienna and Poland were 
threatened, and now, in the 21st century, 
Islam is trying again. This time not with 
military armies, but through migration and 
demography.

For the first time in world history there are 
dozens of millions of Muslims living outside 
the Dar al-Islam, the Islamic world. Europe 
now has more than 50 million Muslims. It is 
expected that one fifth of the population of 
the European Union will be Muslim within 
40 years.

In 1974 no one took the Algerian President 
Boumédienne all too serious when he said to 
the UN general assembly: "One day millions 
of men will leave the southern hemisphere of 
this planet to burst into the northern one. 
But not as friends. Because they will burst in 
to conquer, and they will conquer by 
populating it with their children. Victory will 
come to us from the wombs of our women". 
End of quote.

And Libyan dictator Gaddafi said: "There 
are tens of millions of Muslims in the 
European continent and the number is on 
the increase. This is the clear indication that 
the European continent will be converted to 
Islam. Europe will one day be a Muslim 
continent". End of quote.

Indeed Gaddafi is telling the truth here, 
through the Islamic concept of migration - 
called Al Hijra - Europe is in the process of 
becoming Eurabia.

The final nail in the lid of the coffin, the 
notes from the Euro Commission to the 
underlings at the Euro parliament...

COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN 
COMMUNITIES Brussels, 10.6.2009

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
COMMISSION TO THE EUROPEAN 
PARLIAMENT AND THE COUNCIL

An area of freedom, security and justice 
serving the citizen

In particular, there are rules that make 
legal immigration fairer and easier to 
understand, a common agenda has been 
agreed for facilitating integration into 
European societies, and stronger action is 
being taken against illegal immigration 
and human trafficking. Partnerships have 
also been established with non-Union 
countries so that questions associated with 
migration can be managed in a concerted 
fashion. page 2-3

In 2006 there were 18.5 million non-EU 
nationals registered in the Union, which is 
about 3.8% of the total population. 
Migratory pressures can be expected to 
grow further. This is due to population 
growth and poverty in many of the 
countries of origin, and to the ageing of 
the population of Europe: between 2008 
and 2060 the number of people of working  
age is expected to fall by 15%, or about 50 
million.

Why? Why cause that social strain, expose 
the union to the inevitable violence? John 
Jay believes:

it is because the left does it on purpose to 
cause precisely that violence and upheaval. 
so that they may use islam as storm troopers 
to attack opposition to euro union politics 
amongst the population, kill or drive out 
nationalists, and so that the euro union may 
then step in and assert itself over a 
population that will have no other entity 
with whom to cast its lot.

it will then be "loyal" to its "protector," the 
euro union, having no more allegiance to the 
nation states.

well, it worked for tito, and it worked for 
stalin, for a time. didn't it. didn't think of it 
just in that way, did you.

Read the essay. 

The source notes:

this llink is to a whole host of research 
materials i read and gathered to do the main 
essay. it contains text from and a link to the 
paris convention of the euro union which 
announced a policy of immigration to meet 
anticipated domestic labor shortages; it 
contains text from and a link to the entire 
355 page pdf document of a euro-med (part 
of the eu) "association agreement" with 
europe in which chapters 64-67 describe the 
workings of such an immigration accore; 
and, it contains a text from and a link to a 
nov./dec. communique from the president of 
the euro union commission to the euro union 
parliament with an estimate that the labor 
shortage which this immigration to replace 
will require replacing 50 million european 
workers by year 2060.

UPDATE: Atlas reader anti-jihadist found 
this story: Sahara Sun to "help Power 
Europe". He opined, "A recent development to 
have 15% of Europe's electricity supply coming 
from concentrated solar power plants in North 
Africa. This in a contract worth $400 billion! If the 
plan is realized, could the future Colonel Ghadaffis 
not end-up controlling Europe's electricity supply - 
and economy - at the click of a switch? To have 
15% of electricity lost in a split second could result 
in power cuts, blackouts and chaos on an extreme 
scale... 

And what could this make careerist politicians of 
the future willing to agree to, to avoid such a 
scenario?" Euromed.

Qaddafi tried to hold off on Euromed. He 
refused any involvement of Israel  - perhaps 
they bought him off.

Continue reading "Euro-Med Partnership: 
50 Million More Muslims Into Europe" »

http://atlasshrugs2000.typepad.com/
atlas_shrugs/2010/01/euromed-partnership-
forecast-50-million-muslims-into-
europe.html
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Jan. 4, 2010 Homeowners forced to 
buy flood insurance after FEMA 
redraws maps
By Catherine Saillant - LA Times

Tens of thousands of homeowners in 
Southern California are being forced to buy 
costly flood insurance because new maps 
issued by a federal agency say they live in a 
high-risk flood area. 

The federal government has informed 
property owners in more than 150 cities and 
unincorporated areas in Los Angeles, 
Orange, Ventura, Riverside and San 
Bernardino counties about the new 
requirement. Most live near rivers and 
creeks, below dams or in low- lying areas 
that are at greater risk of flooding than 
previously believed, according to maps 
developed by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency.

Premiums range from $500 to more than 
$1,700 a year. Insurance is mandatory for 
anyone with a federally backed mortgage, 
and lenders will typically buy policies, 
sometimes at a higher cost, for property 
owners who fail to do so on their own. 
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac own or 
guarantee more than half of all U.S. 
mortgages.

Angry homeowners in several parts of 
Southern California dispute the new maps 
and have formed groups to challenge them.

In some cases, local governments are paying 
for studies to challenge FEMA's maps, and 
in a few cases, the agency has backed down.

The new maps are part of a nationwide 
effort that FEMA began in 2003 to better 
identify properties that could flood in a so-
called 100-year storm -- the type of deluge 
that FEMA calculates has a 1% likelihood of 
occurring in any given year. In much of the 
country, the redrawn maps greatly increase 
the number of homes included in flood 
zones.

Property owners in some areas, including 
parts of South Los Angeles, have already 
started paying higher premiums. 
Homeowners elsewhere in the region expect 

the new mandate to take effect early this 
year.

Nada Parham of South Los Angeles is one of 
many homeowners who have dug into their 
own pockets to show that their properties 
don't belong on FEMA's list.

Parham, 55, won her argument with the 
agency after paying $1,400 to a surveyor. 
She says she has lived in her 2nd Avenue 
home her whole life and has never seen 
anything more than street flooding. She 
doesn't live near a river or a creek, and the 
ocean is more than 10 miles away.

"Why would I pay this money for a claim 
I'm never going to make?" Parham said. "It's 
ludicrous. You are trying to keep a shelter 
over your head and trying to take care of the 
necessities of life, and then here comes a 
letter that says you have to do this."

FEMA officials say that the map-making 
process is supposed to be a collaborative one 
and that local flood-control divisions are 
given an opportunity to point out errors. 
Cities and counties are also encouraged to 
let homeowners know about proposed 
changes and provide a way for them to 
comment, said Clark Stevens, a FEMA 
spokesman.

Critics say that too often, that has not 
happened. Parham said the first she heard of 
the new designation was when she received 
a letter from her lender saying she had 30 
days to get a flood-insurance policy.

Officials say they are performing a public 
service by examining flood risk in residential 
areas. Requiring flood insurance in high-risk 
areas could stave off financial disaster for 
homeowners in the event of a destructive 
storm, they note.

Through its National Flood Insurance 
Program, FEMA works with nearly 90 
private insurance companies to offer 
coverage to property owners and renters. 
The program was created by Congress in 
1968.

When FEMA began reevaluating its flood 
zones, maps in some areas were as much as 

40 years old. The agency contracts with local 
surveyors and hydrologists who use digital 
mapping technology to combine the 
topographical environment of a locale with 
historical climate data, Stevens said.

The models take into account flood-control 
structures such as levees, canals and 
drainage systems. After Hurricane Katrina 
in 2005, levees nationwide were reviewed 
and many were deemed inadequate to keep 
floodwaters away.

When a levy is decertified, hundreds of new 
houses can be added to hazard zones. In 
Oxnard, a large rock levee protecting homes 
along the Santa Clara River was decertified 
when FEMA engineers found weaknesses in 
its ability to withstand large storms. FEMA 
proposed adding 1,800 homes to the flood 
zone.

Bert Perello, who heads the Floodzone 
Justice Assn., an Oxnard group that has 
protested the maps, said FEMA rushed its 
update. The agency's own maps contradict 
each other and include data that his group's 
findings dispute, he said. The association 
argues that half of the homes in the new 
flood zone should not be there.

Late in 2009, FEMA announced it would 
put off adopting the new flood zones in the 
Oxnard area for up to three years, allowing 
time for more detailed engineering studies. 
Perello said residents are cautiously 
optimistic.

"I don't bury my head in the sand and not 
take seriously the threat of a flood," said 
Perello, a part-time postal carrier. "But if I 
am going to be put in a flood zone, I want to 
know it is a fair and legitimate process."

Farther inland in Ventura County, residents 
of Moorpark have made less progress in 
their quest to get out from under the new 
requirement. The City Council agreed to pay 
for a $100,000 study to determine whether 
about 900 Moorpark homes were 
improperly added to a hazard map, and 
FEMA has agreed to redraw some aspects of 
it.

But the affected residents will still have to 
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buy flood insurance this month because 
FEMA would not delay implementation of 
the new flood-plain designation, said 
Councilman Keith Millhouse.

"I'm a little bit suspect of FEMA in light of 
their track record," he said.

South Los Angeles locations were added to 
the hazard maps primarily because a 
railroad berm that had been identified as a 
flood-control structure in a previous map 
was stripped of that designation in the 
updated version, said Los Angeles 
Councilman Bernard Parks.

Parks said his office has received several 
complaints from residents who were 
surprised when they received notification 
that they had to buy flood insurance. The 
cash-strapped city is asking the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers for a grant to conduct a 
more detailed study on the flooding risk, he 
said.

"We don't understand how all of this area 
becomes a flood zone," Parks said.

Isaac Robinson, a retired wood refinisher, 
said he considered appealing the new flood-
plain maps on his own. But the 71-year-old 
worries that his neighbors will be left with 
costly premiums even if he is removed from 
the maps.

"That seems strange to me," Robinson said. 
Instead, he's taken it upon himself to 
photograph all of the local streets and has 
armed himself with sheaves of maps and 
documents to show that the new hazard 
zone is based on inaccurate data. For now, 
he is waiting for the city to get the money to 
complete a broader study of the area.

"It's kind of unreal," Robinson said, noting 
he's never seen flooding in his 40 years in 
the 4th Avenue home. "If my home is 
destroyed by a flood, then the rest of the city 
would be gone too."

catherine.saillant @latimes.com 

latimes.com/news/local/la-me-flood-
maps4-2010jan04,0,6016681.story
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Jan. 4, 2010 Next US War Front?
By Joseph Farah - WorldNetDaily

Editor's note: The following story is adapted from a 
report in Joseph Farah's G2 Bulletin. 
Subscriptions to G2 Bulletin are available for $99 
a year or for $9.95 per month for credit cards users. 

The United States is getting involved in 
fighting al-Qaida in Yemen to the extent that 
it may need to commit more forces – not 
only in Yemen but throughout the entire 
Arab Peninsula. 

Security experts increasingly see the U.S. 
commitment of assistance to Yemen as 
potentially opening up additional fronts in 
the war against al-Qaida to stop its spread in 
the Arab Peninsula – which includes Saudi 
Arabia – and even into North Africa, also 
referred to as the Islamic Maghreb. 

Until now, forces from the U.S. and the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization have 
focused on fighting al-Qaida in Afghanistan 
and into Pakistan, which remains off-limits 
to their hot pursuit of the terrorist group. 

But many al-Qaida fighters have left 
Afghanistan and Pakistan for Yemen, where 
al-Qaida has been present for some time. 
Ironically, most of the Islamist militants at 
Guantanamo are from Yemen. Some who 
have been released back to Yemen have been 
involved in planning new attacks against the 
U.S. 

Now, Yemen has emerged as the hub of al-
Qaida for the region in what appears to be a 
resurgence that has begun to spread into the 
Horn of Africa, especially in East Africa's 
unstable Somalia, which has an ineffective 

government and Islamic pirates wreaking 
havoc. 

Indeed, al-Qaida in Yemen has assisted 
Islamic rebels trying to topple the Somali 
government. According to U.S. officials, the 
Somali insurgent group Al-Shabab is 
considered an al-Qaida proxy in East Africa 
and has supplied fighters and weapons 
through Yemeni smugglers across the 
narrow Red Sea between the two countries. 

Yemeni government troops have been 
battling al-Qaida, but the terrorist group has 
increased in strength. Known by the longer 
name "al-Qaida in the Arab Peninsula," it re-
emerged in Yemen under the leadership of 
Nasser al-Wahishi in 2007. 

At the same time, Yemen also has become a 
battleground for a resurgence of Iranian-
backed Shiites fighting against the Sunni 
Yemeni government, which has dragged 
Saudi Arabia into the fray to halt the spread 
of the Shiite Houthis. 

As a consequence, the Yemeni government 
has had to divert troops from fighting al-
Qaida to battle the Houthis, who appear 
well-trained. 

Keep in touch with the most important breaking 
news stories about critical developments around the 
globe with Joseph Farah's G2 Bulletin, the 
premium, online intelligence news source edited and 
published by the founder of WND. 

The Houthis are from the Zaydi sect, which 
follows a strict form of Shiite Islam. 
Supported by training and arms from Iran, 
the Zaydis seek to restore the Zaydi imam, 
who was overthrown in 1962. The Houthis 
are named after their founder, Badreddin al-
Houthi, who was killed in 2004 by the 
Yemeni army. 

Iran has vowed to take over the Arabian 
Peninsula with the rise of Shiites in the 
various Arab nations there and create the 
Republic of Eastern Arabia. 

In addition to Saudi Arabia, Iran wants to 
include Oman and Yemen in this republic. 
Besides these countries, Iran also wants to 
take advantage of the Shiite resurgence in 
the Persian Gulf states of Bahrain, Kuwait, 
Qatar and the United Arab Emirates. 

All of this raises the question whether al-
Qaida and Iran – despite their basic 
religious differences – have merged their 
efforts against their common foes: the U.S. 
and its ally, Saudi Arabia. 

Such an alliance in Yemen would not be the 
first time they have joined forces. It also 
happened in Bosnia during the 1990s. 

The U.S. has supported the Yemeni 
government, which has tried to assist in the 
fight against terrorists since the 9/11 attacks. 
The government is considered weak, 
however, and sometimes has allowed al-
Qaida terrorists to remain in the country. 

According to security experts, some Yemeni-
based corporations have also helped fund 
the al-Qaida network there. Indeed, 
Yemenis affiliated with al-Qaida have 
targeted U.S. interests in Yemen, such as the 
October 2000 bombing of the U.S.S. Cole in 
the Yemeni port of Aden, killing 17 U.S. 
sailors. 

Nevertheless, the U.S. considers Yemen an 
important component in the fight against al-
Qaida and has decided to double its $70 
million in counter-terrorism assistance. That 
assistance, however, may be too little, too 
late. 

To get access to the full report, subscribe to Joseph 
Farah's G2 Bulletin.

http://www.worldnetdaily.com/index.php?
pageId=120919 

Jan. 5, 2010 Censorship: 
GoogleBblocking “Negative” 
Searches Related to Islam
Posted by Pamela Geller - Atlas 
Shrugs

Google is blocking "negative" searches 
related to Islam. Free thought, free will, free 
men? Only for left-o-fascists. Notice how 
quick Google is to scrub jihad websites, 
videos, and incitement to violence? Of 
course you haven't, because they don't. 
Google-owned you tube runs all the jihad 
porn, but if patriots get out of line, their vids 
are deleted and accounts suspended.

Google proudly endorsed Obama and 
was banning anti-Obama blogs during the 
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election like clockwork.

The leftist Islamic alliance is hard at work. 
Evil makes for strange bedfellows. 

Google's conduct in all things jihad has been 
unconscionable. 

From the Next Web.

Google Blocking Negative Search 
Recommendations On Islam – Why? (hat 
tip Joe)

When you search for the major religions of 
the world, the monotheistic faiths for 
example, Google serves up suggestions for 
the search “Christianity is” such as, “a lie,” 
or false.” Try it on a a number of faiths, and 
then Islam.

Notice any difference?

Google is systematically blocking, it seems, 
all search suggestions for Islam. Why? To 
remove the chance of an adherent of the 
faith from being offended by a perhaps 
severe search suggestion? Why not treat all 
search terms equally?

Given the complete lack of suggestions, not 
just terms that could be perceived as 
negative, it seems that Google is covering its, 
well, behind.

 

UPDATE: A number of readers have told 
me that Google is claiming an "error" they 
are trying to fix. Just for knowing, I don't 
believe those lefturds. They are notorious.

http://atlasshrugs2000.typepad.com/
atlas_shrugs/2010/01/censorship-google-

blocking-negative-searches-related-to-
islam.html

Jan. 5, 2010 Michigan: Muslim 
High School Students Wear 
Sweatshirts Celebrating 911
Posted by Pamela Geller - Atlas 
Shrugs

Has CAIR filed a lawsuit yet?

Michigan: Muslim high school students 
wear sweatshirts glorifying 9/11 jihad 
attacks

"Arab-Americans," they're called here, but 
their Arabness is beside the point. Their 
jihadist sympathies come through loud and 
clear, even despite the usual media 
cluelessness and obfuscation. Click on the 
sweatshirt image for video. "Sweatshirt 
Sparks School Controversy: Hoodie 
Contains Image Of World Trade Center 
Towers," from ClickOnDetroit.com, 
January 5 (thanks to Logans Warning):

DEARBORN, Mich. -- About 15 Arab-
American students at Edsel Ford High 
School are in trouble over a sweatshirt they 
had made over the holiday break.

On the back of the sweatshirt, the number 
11 is made to look like the World Trade 
Center Towers. The school's mascot, a 
thunderbird, is seen flying toward the 
number.

Watch: Sweatshirts Sparks Controversy

Under the graphic, a tagline reads, "You 
can't bring us down."

The students wore the hooded sweatshirts to 
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school Monday. They were immediately sent 
to the principal's office.

The sweatshirts were confiscated.

http://atlasshrugs2000.typepad.com/
atlas_shrugs/2010/01/michigan-muslim-high-
school-girls-wear-911-sweatshirts-
celebrating-911.html

Jan. 5, 2010 Security Risk: Joan 
Rivers Booted Off NJ Plane, 
Michael Yon Arrested at Seattle 
Airpot: CAIR Objects to TSA 
Security Measures
Posted by Pamela Geller - Atlas 
Shrugs

UPDATE: Michael Yon:

When they handcuffed me, I said that no country 
has ever treated me so badly. Not China. Not 
Vietnam. Not Afghanistan. Definitely not 
Singapore or India or Nepal or Germany, not 
Brunei, not Indonesia, or Malaysia, or Kuwait or 
Qatar or United Arab Emirates. No county has 
treated me with the disrespect can that can be 
expected from our border bullies.

The problem is not the airports. The 
problem is jihad. The war is not at the check 
in counter. If the response from the O 
administration is more harassment of 
Americans, we have signed our own death 
warrant.

The height of lunacy:

This from Michael Yon on Facebook:

Got arrested at the Seattle airport for 
refusing to say how much money I 
make. (The uniformed ones say I was not 
"arrested", but they definitely handcuffed 
me.) Their videos and audios should show 
that I was polite, but simply refused 
questions that had nothing to do with 
national security. Port authority police 
eve...eventually came -- they were 
professionals -- and rescued me from the 
border bullies.

h/t tip North Shore Journal

Instead of going after those that are 
suspected terrorists, this happens? I was 
reading a post at JWF, where Joan Rivers 
was booted from a flight from Newark 

bound flight to Costa Rica because of the the 
two names on her passport:

Joan Rosenberg AKA Joan Rivers. 
Rosenberg was her late husband's last name.

Wow, talk about going after the wrong 
people...... perhaps they confused plastic 
explosives with plastic surgery

But CAIR maintains special status for 
Muslim supremacists (Muslims Americans 
who care about this country would be happy 
to adhere to security guidelines): (from 
Creeping Sharia)

Not a surprise, but troubling nonetheless. It’s 
CAIR’s relentless attack on U.S. security, 
particularly airline security and those who report 
risks, that make Americans vulnerable. From 
the Baltimore Sun:

The Council on American-Islamic Relations 
is objecting to new measures announced by 
the Transportation Security 
Administrationover the weekend that focus 
on flights from 13 Muslim-majority 
countries.

The move follows the attempt by a Muslim 
from Nigeria to blow up an airliner from 
Amsterdam as it landed in Detroit on 
Christmas Day.

The 14 nations on the list include four 
designated by the State Department as state 
sponsors of terrorism – Cuba, Iran, Sudan 
and Syria – and 10 additional “countries of 
interest:” Afghanistan, Algeria, Iraq, 
Lebanon, Libya, Nigeria, Pakistan, Saudi 
Arabia, Somalia and Yemen. Travelers from 
these countries will face automatic pat-
downs and baggage searches before they are 
allowed to board a flight to the United 
States.

In a release on Monday, CAIR said the list 
discriminates unfairly against Muslim.

“Under these new guidelines, almost every 
American Muslim who travels to see family 
or friends or goes on pilgrimage to Mecca 
will automatically be singled out for special 
security checks -– that’s profiling,” CAIR 
National Executive Director Nihad Awad 
said in a statement. “While singling out 
travelers based on religion and national 

origin may make some people feel safer, it 
only serves to alienate and stigmatize 
Muslims and does nothing to improve airline 
security.”

“We all support effective security measures 
that will protect the travelling public from 
an attack such as that attempted on 
Christmas Day. But knee-jerk policies will 
not address this serious challenge to public 
safety.”

Apparently the Baltimore Sun did not want to 
report these key facts about CAIR:

• listed by the U.S. government as an 
unindicted co-conspirator in the 
largest terror-financing case in U.S. 
history

• has numerous founders or members 
convicted of terrorism-related 
crimes

• is currently served with at least one 
RICO indictment (for deceiving 
Muslims)

• has been shunned by the FBI and 
both Democratic and Republican 
politicians, and

• its website is devoid of any 
denouncement of the multitude of 
recent Islamic terror attacks against 
America

Check our archives for details, and good 
background for newbies here. About that new TSA 
policy, Jake Tapper from ABC reportedon it 
yesterday:

“TSA is mandating that every individual 
flying into the U.S. from anywhere in the 
world traveling from or through nations that 
are state sponsors of terrorism or other 
countries of interest will be required to go 
through enhanced screening,” a statement 
read. “The directive also increases the use of 
enhanced screening technologies and 
mandates threat-based and random 
screening for passengers on U.S. bound 
international flights.”

A senior official identifies the relevant” 
countries of interest”:  Afghanistan, Algeria, 
Iraq, Lebanon, Libya, Nigeria, 
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Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, or 
Yemen, or one of the following countries 
designated as a state sponsor of terrorism:  
Cuba, Iran, Sudan, and Syria.

http://atlasshrugs2000.typepad.com/
atlas_shrugs/2010/01/security-risk-joan-
rivers-booted-off-nj-plane-michael-yon-
arrested-at-seattle-airport-cair-objects-t.html

Jan. 5, 2010 UK: Seven Muslims 
Refuse to Stand for Judge in Court
Posted by Pamela Geller - Atlas 
Shrugs

No respect for the English court but Obama 
says, respect it!

Note: the headline studiously avoids the 
word Muslim even though it is the central 
point of the report and is the subject of the 
article. Davod in the UK wrote:

In a prominent Radio Talk Show discussing 
the case this morning (Nick Ferrari, LBC 
Radio) several muslims actually called in to 
say the accuseds' claim was b.s., and that 
they should have stood out of respect for the 
court.

On the other hand no-one tied this in to the 
wider phenomenon of creeping sharia.

Why weren't they busted right then and 
there and given the maximum for contempt 
of court? No, instead the damn dhimmi 
court gave these jihadis an extra 20 minutes 
on top of their lunch break to go to pray at a 
mosque a few minutes' walk away.

Seven protesters charged over anti-Army 
demo refuse to stand for judge in court

Seven Muslim protesters accused of 
screaming insults at soldiers during an Iraq 
homecoming parade refused to stand for a 
judge yesterday.

The men are alleged to have shouted 
'murderers', 'rapists', 'terrorists' and 'baby 
killers' while waving placards at the 2nd 
Battalion Royal Anglian Regiment marching 
through Luton.

At the town's magistrates' court, they denied 
using threatening, abusive, insulting words 
and behaviour likely to cause harassment, 
alarm and distress to others.

After refusing to stand they were threatened 
with being found in contempt of court by a 
clearly angry District Judge Carolyn 
Mellanby.

They insisted it was a 'grave and cardinal 
sin' to show anyone other than Allah 
respect by standing.

Eventually, a compromise was reached 
where they would enter the court after her 
during the trial, which is expected to last six 
days. The maximum penalty each of the men 
can receive is a £1,000 fine.

The defendants were given an extra 20 
minutes on top of their lunch break to go to 
pray at a mosque a few minutes' walk away.

A separate 'quiet' room has been set aside 
for their regular prayer intervals for the rest 
of the week. The seven accused men are 
Munin Abdul, 28, Jalal Ahmed, 21, Jabair 
Ahmed, 19, Yousaf Bashir, 29, Shajjadar 
Choudhury, 31, Ziaur Rahman, 32, and 
white Muslim Ibrahim Anderson, 32, all 
from Luton.

 

http://atlasshrugs2000.typepad.com/
atlas_shrugs/2010/01/uk-seven-muslims-
refuse-to-stand-for-judge-in-court.html

Jan. 5, 2010 Islamic Threats 
Against Another Illustrator
Posted by Pamela Geller - Atlas 
Shrugs

Fresh on the heels of the ax wielding 
Muslim who tried to kill Kurt Westergaard 
comes this. How long are we going to submit 
to this savage barbarity and supremacism? 
When are we going to fight for our lives?

Somali threats against Swedish 
illustrator hat tip Hal

Police in Helsingborg in southern Sweden 
are taking seriously the threats made against 
Vilks, which come just three days 
after Danishcartoonist Kurt 
Westergaard was subjected to an axe attack 
at his home in Denmark.

The first of two phone calls to Vilks came on 
Monday morning. A subsequent check by 
the Swedish artist revealed that the call 
originated in Somalia, where the Islamic 
militant group al-Shabaab has gained 
increasing influence in the war torn country.

Al-Shabaab is also believed to have ties to 
al-Qaeda.

Al Qaeda, al-shahab, Islamic jihad, Aq Aqsa, 
Fatah, Hamas, Hezballah, blah blah blha. 
Rubbihs. it's pure Islam. Original Islam.

In the last month, al-Shabaab 
supporters who reportedly used to live in 
Denmark have killed at least 22 people, 
including three ministers, in a suicide bomb 
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attack carried out in the Somali capital of 
Mogadishu.

According to Vilks, the man who 
threatened him spoke Swedish.

“The man, who spoke accented Swedish, 
asked me if I knew about what happened 
in Denmark and to the artist Kurt 
Westergaard. I said I certainly did,” Vilks 
told the Helsingborgs Dagblad newspaper.

“The man then explained that they were 
out after more and that they would soon 
come for me. I told them they were 
welcome,” said Vilks.

According to Patrik Peter, a spokesman for 
Swedish security service Säpo, the incident 
is being investigated by local police.

“It may be that the police will ask for our 
help in which case we’ll obviously do what 
we can,” Peter told the TT news agency.

The Helsingborg police have refused to 
comment on the incident.

http://atlasshrugs2000.typepad.com/
atlas_shrugs/2010/01/islamic-threats-against-
another-illustrator.html

Jan. 5, 2010 Freed Gitmo Killers 
Flee to Yemen to Join Jihad 
Against Us, Obama’s Plan?  
Release More
Posted by Pamela Geller - Atlas 
Shrugs

It's not working. You don't have to be a 
rocket scientist or a community organizer, 
for that matter, to see that the soldiers for 
Allah are going right back to the battlefield 
to commit jihad for allah and the domination 
of Islam. Al Qaeda, Al Shabaab, Al Aqsa, 
Hezb'allah, Hamas, Islamic Jihad -- it's all 
pure Islam. Original Islam. 

This is war.

 

Said Ali al-Shihri, Ibrahim Suleiman al 
Rubaish (ID not confirmed); Abdullah 
Saleh Ali al Ajmi; and Abdullah Mahsud

Freed Guantánamo inmates are heading 
for Yemen to join al-Qaeda fight

At least a dozen former Guantánamo Bay 
inmates have rejoined al-Qaeda to fight in 
Yemen, The Times has learnt, amid growing 
concern over the ability of the country’s 
Government to accept almost 100 more 
former inmates from the detention centre.

The Obama Administration promised to 
close the Guantánamo facility by January 
22, a deadline that it will be unable to 
meet. The 91 Yemeni prisoners in 
Guantánamo make up the largest national 
contingent among the 198 being held.

Six prisoners were returned to Yemen last 
month. After the Christmas Day bomb 
plot in Detroit, US officials are 
increasingly concerned that the country is 
becoming a hot-bed of terrorism. Eleven 
of the former inmates known to have 
rejoined al-Qaeda in Yemen were born in 
Saudi Arabia. The organisation merged its 
Saudi and Yemeni offshoots last year.

The country’s mountainous terrain, poverty 
and lawless tribal society make it, in the 
opinion of many analysts, a close match for 
Afghanistan as a new terrorist haven.

Hillary Clinton, the US Secretary of State, 
voiced concern about the growing strength 
of al-Qaeda in Yemen. “Obviously, we see 
global implications from the war in Yemen 
and the ongoing efforts by al-Qaeda in 
Yemen to use it as a base for terrorist attacks 
far beyond the region,” she said.

Genius!

A Yemeni, Hani Abdo Shaalan, who was 
released from Guantánamo in 2007, was 
killed in an airstrike on December 17, the 
Yemeni Government reported last week. 
The deputy head of al-Qaeda in the country 
is Said Ali al-Shihri, 36, who was released in 
2007. Ibrahim Suleiman al-Rubaish, who 
was released in 2006, is a prominent 
ideologue featured on Yemeni al-Qaeda 
websites.

Geoff Morrell, the spokesman for the 
Pentagon, said: “This is a large question that 
goes beyond the issue of transferring 
detainees. The bulk of the remaining 
detainees are from Yemen and that has 
been the case for a long time. We are 
trying to work with the Yemeni 
Government on this.” 

Good luck with that.

The US Government issued figures in May 
showing that 74 of the 530 detainees in 
Guantánamo were suspected or known to 
have returned to terrorist activity since their 
release. They included the commander of the 
Taleban in Helmand province, Mullah Zakir, 
whom the British Chief of the Defence Staff,  
Sir Jock Stirrup, called “a key and 
seemingly effective tactical leader”. Among 
others who returned to terrorism was 
Abdullah Saleh al-Ajmi, a Kuwaiti who 
killed six Iraqis in Mosul in 2008.

The number is higher.

The number believed to have “returned to 
the fight” in the May 2009 estimate was 
double that of a US estimate from June 
2008. US officials acknowledged that more 
detainees were known to have reoffended 
since, but the number has been classified.

“There is a historic trend and it continues. I 
will only say that we have said there is a 
trend, we are aware of it, there is no denying  
the trend and we are doing our best to deal 
with this reality,” Mr Morrell said.

Officials said that a higher proportion of 
those still being held were likely to return to 
terrorism because they were considered 
more of a security threat than those selected 
in the early stages of the release programme.

Chris Boucek, an expert on the region for 
the Carnegie Endowment think-tank, said 
that up-to-date figures for Saudi Arabia 
showed that 26 of the 120 Saudis released 
from Guantánamo were either in jail, wanted 
by the authorities or dead

They should be held in GITMO until the 
war is over. Decades.
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Jan. 5, 2010 Virginia Muslims: “We 
Are Jihadists, and Jihad Is Not 
Terrorism
Posted by Pamela Geller - Atlas 
Shrugs

Obama would agree -- and isn't this about 
freedom of religion? If you are a "good" 
Muslim, jihad is your duty.

Virginia Muslims: “We are jihadists, and 
jihad is not terrorism” hat tip Armaros

The money quote comes from this AP 
story, Americans detained in Pakistan deny 
terror plans:

“We are not terrorists,” Ramy Zamzam 
told The Associated Press as he entered 
the courtroom. “We are jihadists, and jihad 
is not terrorism.”

Five Americans detained in Pakistan denied 
Monday they planned to carry out terrorist 
attacks, as a court granted police two weeks 
to prepare terrorism charges against them, 
their defense lawyer said.

The men, aged 19 to 25, denied they had ties 
with al-Qaida or other militant groups 
during a court appearance Monday in 
Sargodha, said their attorney, Ameer 
Abdullah Rokri.

“They told the court that they did not have 
any plan to carry out any terrorist act inside 
or outside Pakistan,” said Rokri. “They said 
that they only intended to travel to 
Afghanistan to help their Muslim brothers 
who are in trouble, who are bleeding and 
who are being victimized by Western 
forces.”

Rokri did not say whether the men planned 
to fight coalition troops in Afghanistan or 
simply provide humanitarian assistance. But 
one of the men indicated they had planned 
to wage holy war.

On a somewhat brighter note, considering what 
could happen in Pakistani prison, also from AP, 5 
terror suspects from U.S. may face life terms 
in Pakistan:

ISLAMABAD – Pakistani police said 
Thursday that they plan to ask a court to 

charge five Americans with terrorism and 
will seek life sentences against them.

Shiny, happy, jihad. In none of the pictures AP has 
posted do these Muslims from Virginia look the 
least bit worried. They even appear to be yucking it 
up with the Pakistani guards in one photo. 

 

http://atlasshrugs2000.typepad.com/
atlas_shrugs/2010/01/virginia-muslims-we-
are-jihadists-and-jihad-is-not-terrorism.html

Jan. 5, 2010 UK jihad leader to 
Brits: surrender to Islam
Posted by Robert Spencer - Jihad 
Watch

At least he asked politely. This time. "Anjem 
Choudary: an open letter to families of 
British soldiers in Afghanistan," from 
the Telegraph, January 4 (thanks to all  who 
sent this in):

May the peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon those who follow the guidance.

This is the traditional Islamic greeting that a 
Muslim is to extend to a non-Muslim. (To a 
fellow Muslim, a Muslim says "Peace be 
upon you.") Since it is only the Muslims who 
"follow the guidance," this greeting in effect 
says, "Peace be upon the Muslims."

[...] We begin by inviting all non-Muslims 
to Islam,  the perfect and most beautiful way 
of life, a favour from Allah (God) to 
mankind to take him out of the darkness of 
worshipping  his own desires to the exclusive 
worship,  submission and obedience of Allah 
alone, without partners and to testify the 
Messenger-ship of the final Prophet 
Muhammad (may the peace and blessings of 

Allah be upon him). We urge you to 
embrace Islam and save yourselves and your 
family from the hellfire and not to believe 
the lies and distortions which the Western 
media and non-Islamic regimes would have 
you believe about Muslims and their true 
intentions....

This invitation accords with Muhammad's 
instructions: "Fight in the name of Allah and 
in the way of Allah. Fight against those who 
disbelieve in Allah. Make a holy war...When 
you meet your enemies who are polytheists, 
invite them to three courses of action. If they 
respond to any one of these, you also accept 
it and withhold yourself from doing them 
any harm. Invite them to (accept) Islam; if 
they respond to you,  accept it from them and 
desist from fighting  against them....If they 
refuse to accept Islam, demand from them 
the Jizya. If they agree to pay, accept it from 
them and hold off your hands. If they refuse 
to pay the tax, seek Allah's help and fight 
them." (Sahih Muslim 4294)

Choudary asserts, in a flight of fantasy, that 
the war in Afghanistan is to prevent the 
establishment of Sharia there.  He ignores,  of 
course, that the Afghan Constitution already 
establishes Sharia as the highest law of the 
land:

The rich resources of Afghanistan, its 
position on the cusp between the Indian sub-
continent, Southern Russian,  Asia and 
China and its populations call for the 
Shari'ah are the real reasons why the 
military has sought to establish a permanent 
role there, no matter what the cost to the 
lives and wealth of the indigenous people or 
indeed their own. Pivotal in this is the desire 
to prevent Muslims from running their own 
affairs and establishing  an Islamic State if 
they so wish but rather to maintain a puppet 
in the area (Mr Karzia) to maintain and 
protect Western interests....

http://www.jihadwatch.org/2010/01/uk-
jihad-leader-to-brits-surrender-to-islam.html
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Jan. 5, 2010 Musings on the 
Terrorist Threat, our ‘Citizen of the 
World’ President, and Sundries
Posted by Jeff Emanuael - Red 
State

Please excuse the disorganization — and 
lack of paragraph phormat — in this post; 
it’s just a dump of a few things that have 
been bouncing around in my head since the 
Christmas attack (and, in some cases, 
longer).

For years, Democrats have told us that one 
of the biggest problems in America is that 
we’re not taken care of well enough by our 
government. From government health care, 
to Social Security, to further reduced 
minimum ages of mandatory government 
school attendance, to tighter restrictions on 
the rights of personal armament and self 

defense, the left has long sought — and 
continues to seek — to wrap every American 
in a governmental security blanket from 
which there can be no escape.

Thank goodness there were a few Americans 
on flight 253 from Amsterdam on Christmas 
Day who had the wherewithal, the 
independence, and the assertiveness to take 
down a wannabe killer instead of simply 
sitting idly by like lambs awaiting slaughter, 
unsure of what to do in the face of their 
government’s failure to prevent them from 
being put in such an awful situation.

Janet Napolitano’s “The System Worked” 
comment — which she repeated on multiple 
Sunday shows following the failed 
Christmas bombing — has to far surpass 
President Bush’s infamous “heckuva job, 
Brownie” as the most infamous statement of 
its type by an administration official in 
recent memory.

The fact that Napolitano said that in the first 
place isn’t actually all that surprising; after 
all, in a culture of total governmental 
dependence such as that the Left has been 
trying for so long to create in America, the 
only thing that need be offered after such a 
colossal breakdown is a verbal reassurance 
that the government actually is responsible 
for whatever it was that went right on that 
Christmas Day flight. However, the fact that 
she kept digging in and repeating the 
statement despite its obvious absurdity 
served to as just another example of this 
administration’s inability to “rethink” its own 
clearly impotent talking points and 
counterfactual claims (for other examples, 
see the repeated health care cost 

containment claims, or the latest “saved or 
created” job numbers from the abysmally 
failed “stimulus” package).

Napolitano’s “system” comment reflected her 
dangerously incorrect view of the 
Department of Homeland Security as being 
responsible for disaster responseonly, rather 
than also having a role in the prevention of 
both “natural and man-caused” (her terms) 
disasters. The fact that the rest of us in 
America disagree has, of course, little or no 
bearing on Ms. Napolitano’s view of her 
own organization’s purpose; however, it 
would be nice to think that all the shoe-
taking-off, water-bottle-trashing, liquid/gel/
aerosol-separating screening we go through 
every time we fly anywhere is conducted for 
a purposeother than providing the TSA with 
a record of our clothing and possessions that 
they can use when performing 
their actual job of cleaning up and 
identifying bodies after we’re blown up in 
flight by a terrorist it apparently wasn’t their 
responsibility to actually stop.

Applying this to government health care — 
as we should — suggests scenarios I don’t 
even want to think about, such as a Health 
Czar going on the Sunday show and 
bragging about how well the state-run health 
care “system worked” when it came to 
beautifying corpses for viewing and 
interment.
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Speaking of the TSA, has there ever been a 
better example of how reactive a 
bureaucratic organization can be? Three 
years after the sports drink suicide plot was 
uncovered in Britain, we’re still separating 
our 3 oz. liquids for screening and throwing 
away our water bottles before passing from 
ticketing into the gate area; 8 years after 
Richard Reid failed to ignite his Doc 
Martens on AA63, we’re still removing our 
shoes and shuffling through the X-ray in 
stockinged feet. The immediate response 
from Napolitano and TSA to the Christmas 
attempt — temporarily banning electronics 
on flights, and restricting passengers to their 
seats with nothing on their laps for the last 
hour of inbound international flights — was 
no less ridiculous. Because one terrorist 
decided the last hour of the flight was the 
best time to set his pants on fire, that’s the 
only portion of any flight that will be at risk 
in the future? Really?

I think (clearly) conflicted Obama voter 
Megan McArdle put it best when she said, 
“The TSA’s obsession with fighting the last 
war is so strong that I expect any day to see 
them building wooden forts at our nation’s 
airports in order to keep the redcoats at 
bay.”

Speaking of Napolitano: Does anybody else 
find it interesting that, in the wake of an 
attempted terrorist attack on a US plane, 
carrying US citizens, over US soil, which 
would have worked had the detonator the 
Nigerian terrorist carried on board along 
with his security-beating underpants bomb 
not malfunctioned, the head of Homeland 
Security’s top priority remains….unionizing 
the employees under her aegis? Message to 
Janet Napolitano: If unionizing TSA 
employees wouldn’t have prevented the 
Christmas bombing, you have other 
priorities to worry about.

Does anybody else find it interesting that 
President Obama needed nine months to 
conduct a “review” of a single front in the 
War on Terror and to decide on a strategy, 
when he had the best military minds 
available to him (not to mention a full top-
to-bottom review handed to him by the 
outgoing Bush Administration in December 
2008), but that he only needed a week to 
conduct a “top-to-bottom review of security” 

at 19,500 US airports, and to decide on a 
new airport security policy?

Those new security procedures  are only 
slightly less ridiculous than their still-active 
predecessors. Yes, people flying from 14 
countries in the Middle East and Africa (as 
well as Cuba, which could provoke and 
interesting reaction from the Castrati on the 
Left) will receive additional security 
screening; however, travelers everywhere 
who are headed to the US will also now be 
subject to “tightened random screening.” 
This means your 87-year-old grandmother, 
your five-year-old son, and millions of other 
people who do not fit the well-defined profile 
of an international terrorist will still be 
subject to random searches. This policy is in 
place, of course, because the worst thing the 
TSA could do would be to limit their 
searches to those who are actually threats to 
blow up the planes they are attempting to 
board.

Does anybody else think President Obama’s 
first reaction to the news of an attempted 
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attempted bombing on Christmas Day was 
to wonder who he missed on his 
international bowing tour?

Yemen is one of the 14 countries on the 
Obama Watch List, meaning that people 
flying from Yemen to the US will be subject 
to extensive security screening. Given the 
fact that the president is determined to give 
back Yemeni terrorists currently residing at 
Gitmo at the same time he is calling for 
additional screening of people flying back 
from that nation, would it be safe to say that 
Mr. Obama’s prime concern isn’t that those 
terrorists he is releasing not murder innocent 
people, but that they not do so on (or over) 
American soil? Doing so, of course, simply 
consigns more Muslims in the Middle East 
and elsewhere — who already make up ” 
well over 50 percent of the victims” of 
terrorism, according to the NCTC — to 
grisly deaths at the hands of these dangerous 
extremists?

Speaking of Muslim victims of terror and 
the NCTC report, the vast majority of 

victims of terrorism in 2008 were Muslims 
living “in Iraq, Pakistan, and Afghanistan.” 
Does it strike anybody else that these are 
precisely the countries that the Michael 
Moores, Sean Penns, and Patty Murrays of 
the American Left have been telling us for 
years are supportive of bin Laden and other 
terrorists because they see them as “freedom 
fighters,” rather than as terrorist killers? The 
tens of thousands of Muslims killed in those 
countries by terrorists committing mass 
murder in the name of Allah might disagree 
with such an assertion, were they able to 
speak for themselves from beyond the grave.

It’s just too bad our “Citizen of the World” 
president isn’t all that interested in 
protecting allinnocent human life, be it 
Middle Eastern or Western.

Does anybody else find it interesting that 
President Obama, who is so fond of 
demanding that everybody else “rethink” 
their assumptions, values, and conclusions 
(and who “today will press intelligence 
community to constantly challenge its 
assumptions”), never seems willing to 
“rethink” any of his own positions, beliefs, or 
policy prescriptions?

Fin.

http://www.redstate.com/jeff_emanuel/
2010/01/05/musings-on-the-terrorist-threat-
our-citizen-of-the-world-president-and-
sundries/

Jan. 5, 2010 Good news: State 
Department encouraging 
immigration from Yemen!

Posted by Robert Spencer - Jihad 
Watch

The more jihadis come to the U.S,  you see, 
the more "diverse" we will  be! "State 
Department Using 'Diversity Visas' to 
Encourage Immigration to U.S.  from 
Terror-Ridden Yemen," by Matt Cover 
for CNS News, January 5 (thanks 
to Weasel Zippers):

(CNSNews.com) - The State Department 
has awarded 1,011 special "diversity visas" 
allowing Yemeni nationals to immigrate to 
the United States since 2000, the year 17 
U.S. sailors were killed when the USS Cole 
was attacked by terrorists in the Yemeni 
port of Aden.

The "diversity visas" are designed to 
encourage immigration from countries that 
do not otherwise send significant numbers of 
immigrants to the United States.

The State Department roster of all countries 
whose nationals have received "diversity 
visas" to immigrate to the United States in 
2010, for example, shows that 2 of these 
immigrants will be from Luxembourg, 3 
from the Solomon Islands, 4 from French 
Guiana, 5 from Reunion, 6 from Cape 
Verde, 7 from Malta, 8 from Guinea-Bissau, 
9 from Comoros, 10 from Suriname--and 72 
from Yemen. Nationals of the four states 
listed by the State Department as state 
sponsors of terrorism--Cuba, Iran, Sudan, 
and Syria--also received "diversity visas" 
from the State Department to immigrate to 
the United States in 2010.  These include 98 
from Syria, 298 from Cuba, 1,084 from 
Sudan, and 2,773 from Iran.

That the U.S. would encourage immigration 
from Yemen during the past decade is of 
interest because of the terrorist problem in 
that country.

Uh, yeah.

Pamela had exclusive information on this 
witless program back in April 2009.

http://www.jihadwatch.org/2010/01/good-
news-state-department-encouraging-
immigration-from-yemen.html
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Jan. 5, 2010 Obama imperils secret 
briefings that could prevent the 
next jihad attack
Posted by Robert Spencer - Jihad 
Watch

"The President's Daily Brief...is shared with 
such an extraordinarily small number of 
people who are in a need-to-know situation, 
a need-to-know position, so they can use 
that information to protect the country, to 
prevent the next possible attack."

Not anymore.

Yet another Which-Side-Is-Obama-On 
Alert: "Obama Imperils Intel Briefings," by 
Theodore Kettle for Newsmax, January 3:

President Barack Obama's executive order 
last Tuesday to declassify millions of secret 
U.S. government document delighted left-
wing "open government" groups, but it may 
render impotent one of the intelligence 
community's most vital tools: the President's 
Daily Brief, or PDB.

Described as "the most highly sensitized 
classified document in the government," 
every one of the overnight-written reports 
the commander-in-chief receives each 
morning from the CIA and other spy 
agencies, going back decades, would 
eventually be required by law to be revealed 
under Obama's newly-established National 
Declassification Center within the National 
Archives.

As the White House describes the massively 
lengthy executive order, which approaches 
13,000 words, "For the first time, it 
establishes the principle that no records may 
remain classified indefinitely and provides 
enforceable deadlines for declassifying 
information exempted from automatic 
declassification at 25 years."

According to the president's order, "No 
information may remain classified 
indefinitely." And while much of the order 
does not take effect until mid-2010, some 
provisions do, such as the directive that "all 
classified records that (1) are more than 25 
years old and (2) have been determined to 
have permanent historical value under Title 
44, United States Code, shall be 

automatically declassified whether or not the 
records have been reviewed."...

Obama's order last week revokes both the 
Clinton and Bush executive orders, effective 
by the middle of this year....

Bush White House press secretary Ari 
Fleischer, in a May 2002 press conference, 
warned of the consequences of scrapping the 
rule that PDBs never become public.

Fleischer described "the overall principle 
about the President's Daily Brief, which is 
shared with such an extraordinarily small 
number of people who are in a need-to-know 
situation, a need-to-know position, so they 
can use that information to protect the 
country, to prevent the next possible attack."

Bush, Fleischer added, was "concerned with 
the fact that if the presidential daily brief, 
which is a highly sensitized - the most highly 
sensitized classified document in the 
government - if that document were to be at 
risk of public reporting, public release, the 
people who prepare it will hold back and not 
give the president of the United States, the 
person who needs the most information, 
they will be inclined to give him less, rather 
than more, because they fear it will get made 
public, and that could compromise sources 
or methods."...

Has Obama now constructed a wall between 
himself and U.S. spy agencies, discouraging 
them from being candid about terrorism 
threats in their daily briefings - not only to 
him, but to future presidents?

http://www.jihadwatch.org/2010/01/obama-
imperils-secret-briefings-that-could-prevent-
the-next-jihad-attack.html

Jan. 5, 2010 For Obama, ending 
the "politics of fear" equals making 
us unprepared against jihad terror
Posted by Robert Spencer - Jihad 
Watch

It turned out the "politics of fear" was never 
about "fear" at all, but about defending 
ourselves against those who have vowed to 
destroy our society and subjugate us. When 
that act of defense becomes "fear," the 
Islamic supremacists are winning. "For 
Obama, terrorism is a four-letter word: 

Bush," by Byron York for the Washington 
Examiner, January 5:

The attempted bombing of Northwest 
Airlines Flight 253 was more than just al 
Qaeda's latest attempt to bring death and 
destruction to American shores. It was also, 
in its still-unfolding political aftermath, a 
head-on collision between Barack Obama's 
soaring rhetoric and the reality of terrorism.

Obama's first response to the incident, or 
nonresponse, did not surprise anyone who 
followed his 2008 presidential campaign. As 
a candidate, Obama repeatedly accused the 
Bush administration of using terrorism to 
spread fear among the American public for 
political gain.

"Since 9/11, we've had a president who 
essentially fed us a politics of fear," Obama 
said at a December 2007 Democratic debate 
in Iowa. "We have been governed by fear for 
the last six years," he said two months earlier 
in Philadelphia. "We're tired of fear," he said 
still earlier at a debate in South Carolina.

Obama pledged a new, quieter approach. He 
would improve America's image in the 
world, reach out to Muslims and dial back 
the fear.

So when a radical Islamist Army officer 
shouting "Allahu Akbar!" murdered 13 of his 
fellow soldiers at Fort Hood, Texas, 
Obama's response was so low-key it took 
him days to recognize it as a terrorist 
incident. And when a radical Islamist 
Nigerian nearly succeeded in detonating 
enough explosives to bring down a 
Northwest Airlines jumbo jet as it 
approached Detroit, Obama remained silent.

Some observers thought it was a mistake for 
the president to continue golfing, swimming 
and munching shave ice in Hawaii while the 
nation learned the details of Umar Farouk 
Abdulmutallab's terrifying plot. But it was a 
deliberate plan.

"There is a reason why Obama hasn't given 
a public statement," journalist Marc 
Ambinder wrote the day after the attempted 
bombing. "It's strategy."...

http://www.jihadwatch.org/2010/01/for-
obama-ending-the-politics-of-fear-equals-
making-us-unprepared-against-jihad-
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Jan. 5, 2010 At least 12 former 
Gitmo jihadis have rejoined the 
jihad in Yemen
Posted by Robert Spencer - Jihad 
Watch

A n d m a y b e t h e y ' r e p r a c t i c i n g 
prestidigitation with explosive trucks.  Yet 
Obama's plan seems to be only to send more 
back there. "Freed Guantánamo inmates are 
heading  for Yemen to join al-Qaeda fight," 
from The Times, January 5 (thanks to all 
who sent this in):

At least a dozen former Guantánamo Bay 
inmates have rejoined al-Qaeda to fight in 
Yemen,  The Times has learnt,  amid growing 
concern over the ability of the country's 
Government to accept almost 100 more 
former inmates from the detention centre.

The Obama Administration promised to 
close the Guantánamo facility by January 
22, a deadline that it will  be unable to meet. 
The 91 Yemeni prisoners in Guantánamo 
make up the largest national contingent 
among the 198 being held.

Six prisoners were returned to Yemen last 
month. After the Christmas Day bomb plot 
in Detroit, US officials are increasingly 
concerned that the country is becoming a 
hot-bed of terrorism. Eleven of the former 
inmates known to have rejoined al-Qaeda in 
Yemen were born in Saudi Arabia. The 
organisation merged its Saudi and Yemeni 
offshoots last year....

A Yemeni,  Hani Abdo Shaalan, who was 
released from Guantánamo in 2007, was 
killed in an airstrike on December 17, the 
Yemeni Government reported last week. 
The deputy head of al-Qaeda in the country 
is Said Ali al-Shihri, 36, who was released in 
2007. Ibrahim Suleiman al-Rubaish, who 
was released in 2006, is a prominent 
ideologue featured on Yemeni al-Qaeda 
websites.

Geoff Morrell, the spokesman for the 
Pentagon, said: "This is a large question that 
goes beyond the issue of transferring 
detainees.  The bulk of the remaining 
detainees are from Yemen and that has been 
the case for a long time. We are trying to 
work with the Yemeni Government on this."

Yeah, that'll help.

The US Government issued figures in May 
showing  that 74 of the 530 detainees in 
Guantánamo were suspected or known to 
have returned to terrorist activity since their 
release. They included the commander of the 
Taleban in Helmand province, Mullah Zakir, 
whom the British Chief of the Defence Staff, 
Sir Jock Stirrup, called "a key and 
seemingly effective tactical leader".  Among 
others who returned to terrorism was 
Abdullah Saleh al-Ajmi, a Kuwaiti who 
killed six Iraqis in Mosul in 2008.

The number believed to have "returned to 
the fight" in the May 2009 estimate was 
double that of a US estimate from June 
2008. US officials acknowledged that more 
detainees were known to have reoffended 
since, but the number has been classified....

http://www.jihadwatch.org/2010/01/at-
least-12-former-gitmo-jihadis-have-rejoined-
the-jihad-in-yemen.html

Jan. 6, 2010 For Obama, Global 
Warming Trumps National 
Security
By Ben Shapiro

On Christmas Day, a Nigerian-born 
terrorist named Umar Farouk 
Abdulmutallab attempted to blow up a 
Detroit-bound passenger airplane. Only the 
bravery of a fellow passenger prevented the 
catastrophe. President Obama called the 
terror attempt a "systemic failure" on the 
part of American national security agencies. 
In particular, he blamed the CIA for the 
foul-up.

There is no doubt that the CIA should have 
done something more to prevent this attack. 
But, then again, President Obama has been 
keeping them busy.

With global warming.

Seriously.

According to the New York Times on Jan. 
5, just a few days after Obama excoriated 
the CIA publicly, "The nation's top scientists 
and spies are collaborating on an effort to 

use the federal government's intelligence 
assets — including spy satellites and other 
classified sensors — to assess the hidden 
complexities of environmental change." This 
project, the Times reports, "has the strong 
backing of the director of the Central 
Intelligence Agency. In the last year, as part 
of the effort, the collaborators have 
scrutinized images of Arctic sea ice from 
reconnaissance satellites in an effort to 
distinguish things like summer melts from 
climate trends …"

While missing a potentially catastrophic 
terror attack is problematic, it's good to 
know that we've got the inside dossier on the 
mating habits of polar bears.

This isn't a shock coming from the 
"watermelon" Obama White House — green 
on the outside, red on the inside. The simple 
truth is that the Obama administration 
believes that the solution to global warming 
is the same as the solution to terrorism: 
Marxist-style global redistributionism.

When it comes to global warming, Obama 
feels that "as the world's largest economy … 
America bears our share of responsibility in 
addressing climate change." Therefore, 
America must pay for the "financing that 
helps developing countries adapt, 
particularly the least-developed."

Similarly, when it comes to terrorism, 
Obama sees global economic leveling as the 
answer. On Jan. 2, Obama described the 
Christmas Day bombing attempt: "[T]he 
investigation into the Christmas Day 
incident continues, and we're learning more 
about the suspect.

We know that he traveled to Yemen, a 
country grappling with crushing poverty …" 
Yemen's poverty is obviously irrelevant to 
the situation; Abdulmutallab wasn't from 
Yemen, and he certainly wasn't poor. In fact, 
when he lived in London, Abdulmutallab 
lived in a $4 million flat.

But to Obama, Yemen's poverty is precisely 
the problem — if Yemen were a rich 
country, no terrorist could have trained 
there. Poverty, in his view, causes terrorism. 
As Obama puts it in his Bill Ayers-written 
memoir, "Dreams From My Father," on 9/11 
history "returned … with a vengeance," 
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because of the "underlying struggle … 
between worlds of plenty and worlds of 
want." Terrorism, he says, springs from "the 
desperation and disorder of the powerless." 
The solution? Destroying America's 
economy in the name of a one-world utopian 
flat economic earth.

To Obama, a dollar spent rectifying the 
economic imbalances between America and 
poor countries is a dollar spent on a safer 
world, whether we spend that dollar on 
climate change or national security. Or, as a 
like-minded thinker once wrote, "The 
meaning of peace is the absence of 
opposition to socialism."

Sadly for Obama, the world is not that 
simple. No grand unifying theory of politics 
can provide a cure-all as easy as "give away 
your wealth." A dollar spent on the global 
warming hoax is a dollar not spent on 
national security, because redistributionism 
cannot buy national security. Curing all 
economic imbalances will not end the plague 
of Islamic bombers hoping to establish a 
Shariah-governed world, nor will it buy 
their love. But killing as many of them as 
possible can and will help our national 
security.

On Dec. 24, the U.S. launched an airstrike 
against radical U.S.-born cleric Anwar 
Awlaki. We missed him. The next day, 
Abdulmutallab, an Awlaki disciple, boarded 
an airliner with a bomb in his undershorts. 
There is little doubt that Awlaki directly 
authorized Abdulmutallab's strike.

A few CIA satellites might have come in 
handy the evening of Dec. 24. Killing 
Awlaki might even have stopped the Dec. 25 
bombing attempt. But at least we now know 
at what rate the Arctic glaciers are melting. 
And according to President Obama, that 
should be enough to make us feel safe.

Ben Shapiro, 25, is a graduate of UCLA and 
Harvard Law School. He is the author of the 
new book "Project President: Bad Hair and 
Botox on the Road to the White House," as 
well as the national bestseller "Brainwashed: 
How Universities Indoctrinate America's 
Youth." To find out more about Ben Shapiro 
and read features by other Creators 
Syndicate writers and cartoonists, visit the 

Creators Syndicate website at 
www.creators.com.

http://www.creators.com/opinion/ben-
shapiro/for-obama-global-warming-trumps-
national-security.html
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Jan. 4, 2010 Obama's nuclear-free 
vision mired in debate
By Paul Richter - LA Times

Reporting from Washington

President Obama's ambitious plan to begin 
phasing out nuclear weapons has run up 
against powerful resistance from officials in 
the Pentagon and other U.S. agencies, 
posing a threat to one of his most important 
foreign policy initiatives.

Obama laid out his vision of a nuclear-free 
world in a speech in Prague, Czech 
Republic, last April, pledging that the U.S. 
would take dramatic steps to lead the way. 
Nine months later, the administration is 
locked in internal debate over a top-secret 
policy blueprint for shrinking the U.S. 
nuclear arsenal and reducing the role of such 
weapons in America's military strategy and 
foreign policy.

Officials in the Pentagon and elsewhere 
have pushed back against Obama 
administration proposals to cut the number 
of weapons and narrow their mission, 
according to U.S. officials and outsiders who 
have been briefed on the process. 

In turn, White House officials, unhappy 
with early Pentagon-led drafts of the 
blueprint known as the Nuclear Posture 
Review, have stepped up their involvement 
in the deliberations and ordered that the 
document reflect Obama's preference for 
sweeping change, according to the U.S. 
officials and others, who described 
discussions on condition of anonymity 
because of their sensitivity and secrecy.

The Pentagon has stressed the importance of 
continued U.S. deterrence, an objective 
Obama has said he agrees with. But a senior 
Defense official acknowledged in an 
interview that some officials are concerned 
that the administration may be going too far. 
He described the debate as "spirited. . . . I 
think we have every possible point of view 
in the world represented." 

The debate represents another collision 
between Obama's administration and key 
parts of the national security establishment, 

after scrapes over troop levels in 
Afghanistan and missile defenses in Eastern 
Europe. 

But more than those issues, the future of 
U.S. nuclear weapons policy is directly tied 
to a series of initiatives Obama has advanced 
as a prime goal of his presidency. 

"This is the first test of Obama's nuclear 
commitments," said former U.S. 
Ambassador Nancy E. Soderberg, who held 
senior foreign policy positions in the Clinton 
administration. "They can't afford to fall 
short at the outset." 

Congress called for the nuclear review, the 
third such study since the end of the Cold 
War, placing the Pentagon in charge. Similar 
reviews were conducted near the beginning 
of the Clinton and the George W. Bush 
administrations, but Obama's is the first in 
which substantial changes stand to be made 
both in the number of U.S. nuclear weapons 
and in how they are used.

The government maintains an estimated 
9,400 nuclear weapons, about 1,000 fewer 
than in 2002. But Obama believes that 
stepping up efforts to reduce the stockpile 
will give U.S. officials added credibility in 
their quest to strengthen the Nuclear 
Nonproliferation Treaty, the cornerstone 
international arms-control pact.

The timing of the administration debate on 
the nuclear review is crucial, because a key 
international meeting on the treaty is 
planned for May in New York. 

Also looming this year are other elements of 
Obama's nuclear agenda, including renewal 
of an arms-reduction treaty with Russia and 
a push for Senate ratification of a global ban 
on nuclear testing.

The nonproliferation treaty has been 
weakened in recent years by the spread of 
nuclear technologies to countries such as 
North Korea, Pakistan and Iran. But 
nonnuclear countries are wary of intrusive 
new rules, arguing that though the United 
States preaches nuclear arms control to 
others, it has failed to live up to its own 
promises to disarm.

For Obama, the stakes are high. The 
difficulties posed by challenges in 
Afghanistan, Pakistan, North Korea and the 
Middle East underscore the need for 
progress on arms control. 

Obama was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize 
in part because of expectations that he 
would make good on his pledge to reduce 
the nuclear threat.

Obama would not be the first president to 
suffer setbacks on nuclear policy at the 
hands of politics and the U.S. bureaucracy. 
President Clinton and Defense Secretary 
Les Aspin had ambitious plans to overhaul 
nuclear policy. But their 1994 review quickly 
bogged down in internal disagreement, and 
ended largely by preserving the status quo.

Obama has vowed to move toward 
abolishing American nuclear weapons, but 
has acknowledged that the process may not 
be completed in his lifetime.

The president told world leaders at the 
United Nations General Assembly meeting 
in September that his administration would 
soon set out a new nuclear posture policy 
statement that "opens the door to deeper 
cuts and reduces the role of nuclear 
weapons." 

But the process of doing so in Washington 
has encountered difficulty on several scores, 
according to those who described the talks. 

A core issue under debate, officials said, is 
whether the United States should shed its 
long-standing ambiguity about whether it 
would use nuclear weapons in certain 
circumstances, in hopes that greater 
specificity would give foreign governments 
more confidence to make their own decisions 
on nuclear arms.

Some in the U.S. argue that the 
administration should assure foreign 
governments that it won't use nuclear 
weapons in reaction to a biological, chemical 
or conventional attack, but only in a nuclear 
exchange. Others argue that the United 
States should promise that it would never 
use nuclear weapons first, but only in 
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a nuclear exchange. Others argue that the 
United States should promise that it would 
never use nuclear weapons first, but only in 
response to a nuclear attack.

Pentagon officials question the value of such 
public declarations, contending that foreign 
governments may not even believe them, 
said the U.S. officials and others.

During the Cold War, Soviet officials 
declared that they would use nuclear 
weapons only in response to a nuclear 
attack. But when Soviet archives were 
opened, it became clear that "there were 
scenarios where they would have 
contemplated first use," said Charles 
Ferguson, a former State Department 
official who now heads the Federation of 
American Scientists. 

The lingering skepticism that resulted could 
carry over to similar U.S. declarations, 
limiting their worth, some officials have 
argued.

A "no-first-use" policy may represent a 
bigger step than the Obama administration 
would be willing to take, private analysts 
said. 

Instead, they think the administration might 
hedge its policy by saying, for instance, that 
the United States would use nuclear 
weapons only in situations that threatened 
its existence.

Another issue being debated is how to scale 
back the U.S. stockpile while continuing to 
provide nuclear protection to allies, in part 
to keep them from developing their own 
nuclear arsenals. The U.S. maintains 
hundreds of nuclear weapons overseas for 
such purposes.

For instance, some U.S. submarines in the 
Pacific carry nuclear-tipped torpedoes, 
which, Ferguson said, many Japanese 
officials like for their possible deterrent 
effect against a growing Chinese navy. 
Because nuclear weapons provide such 
assurance to a key ally, some U.S. officials 
are reluctant to cut back on the capability.

For similar reasons, some U.S. officials want 

to keep about 200 U.S. bombs at European 
bases, providing security for Eastern 
European countries.

Another debate is whether the U.S. needs 
three major delivery systems for its nuclear 
weapons -- long-range missiles, submarines 
and bombers. But eliminating one of them 
would face strong resistance from the 
affected military services and the lawmakers 
who support them.

The senior Defense official said the nuclear 
posture debate centers on the different ways 
toward the twin goals of nonproliferation 
and deterrence. 

"We are not looking at whether to reduce the 
roles of nuclear weapons and whether to 
reduce [their numbers]," he said.

"We're looking at how."

paul.richter@latimes.com

Julian E. Barnes in the Washington bureau 
contributed to this report.

http://www.latimes.com/news/nation-and-
world/la-na-obama-
nuclear4-2010jan04,0,2198537,full.story
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Jan. 4, 2010 California leaders seek 
budget help from D.C.
By Wyatt Buchanan - Chronicle 
Sacramento Bureau

California's political leaders, who are facing 
the daunting challenge of closing an 
estimated $20.7 billion budget deficit this 
year, are looking to Washington for help. 
Just don't call it a bailout.

Senate President Pro Tem Darrell 
Steinberg, D-Sacramento, said he plans to 
head to the nation's capital "early and often" 
seeking federal assistance. Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger already has put the federal 
government on notice that he wants billions 
he says the state is owed. And outgoing 
Assembly Speaker Karen Bass, D-Baldwin 
Vista (Los Angeles County), said she would 
head east as soon as this month.

It is not just cash that California wants. 
Schwarzenegger is calling for permanent 
changes to the formula that determines the 
amount of money the federal government 
contributes to Medi-Cal, California's 
Medicaid program, noting that the state is 
among the lowest in the country in 
reimbursement rates. He also wants money 
for the costs of providing special education 
in schools and incarcerating illegal 
immigrants, both unfunded federal 
mandates.

Steinberg said he wants a "dynamic 
partnership" between the federal 
government and the states, led by California, 
to spend money for infrastructure.

"No one is looking for a bailout. We're 
looking for an investment," he said, adding 
that the state needs to "fight" for more 
money.

Fuel for the engine

"It's in the national interest because 
California is an economic engine, and if we 
continue to be bogged down in deficits that 
are largely the result of the recession, then 
the country is going to have a hard time 
recovering," he said.

California already has received just over $8 
billion in federal stimulus dollars that helped 
the state close the budget deficit last year. 

On Friday, Schwarzenegger will release his 
initial budget proposal for the next fiscal 
year, and the Legislative Analyst's Office 
already has called on state leaders to 
"aggressively seek new federal assistance" to 
help close the projected deficit.

The stimulus money, some of which was 
supposed to last through the next fiscal year, 
has been spent, and the state must continue 
to adhere to the requirements that came with 
accepting the funds, such as maintaining 
certain levels of funding for health and 
human services.

Some Republicans in the Legislature said 
those strings should have been more closely 
examined before California accepted the 
federal stimulus dollars in the first place.

"We do the same thing to local 
governments," said Assemblyman Roger 
Niello, R-Fair Oaks (Sacramento County), 
who said he is wary about what new 
requirements the state could face with 
additional dollars. "I don't think it's realistic 
to think that any policymaker at any level 
would grant unconditional assistance to 
those over whom they have control."

Lifting federal rules

Niello said the best thing the federal 
government could do would be to remove 
mandates for state spending in all areas until 
there is significant recovery in the economy.

State Sen. George Runner, R-Lancaster 
(Los Angeles County), said he is open to the 
idea of pursuing more federal dollars but 
added that he would rather see an easing of 
federal payroll tax rules to encourage job 
growth.

Runner also said California needs to be 
treated equally with other states, a common 
sentiment among state leaders, many of 
whom don't believe California is getting its 
fair share of federal dollars.

California ranks 43rd in the country among 
states in the amount of tax dollars paid to 
the federal government versus the amount of 
federal aid that comes back to the state, 
according to the Washington-based Tax 
Foundation. The state gets 78 cents for 
every dollar sent to the federal government.

Bass, who will be succeeded this year as 
speaker by John Perez, D-Los Angeles, said 
she will push members of Congress and the 
Obama administration to look at those 
formulas in a host of areas, like 
transportation, health care and human 
services.

Changing the formulas

"It is about piecing together bits of a puzzle, 
that puzzle being looking for funding in 
various areas where California has to cut," 
she said. Bass said she did not know exactly 
how much money that would be, but said it 
is "absolutely in the billions."

The Schwarzenegger administration is 
planning a similar strategy, and the governor 
is using the debate over federal health care 
legislation to raise the issue. The governor 
sent a letter to House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, 
D-San Francisco, and other members of the 
California congressional delegation calling 
for changes in the Medicare reimbursement 
rate for the state. Under current rates, the 
health care overhaul could cost the state $3 
billion to $4 billion annually. That cost is due 
in large part to federal mandates on state 
spending.

At a recent press conference, the governor 
said federal mandates "make it impossible to 
live within your means. So we are trying to 
teach everyone to live within your means 
and we are trying to also work with the 
Legislature here in California to live within 
their means. But the federal government is 
telling you, as soon as you lower the 
spending on certain programs, then you lose 
all the federal funding."

Avoiding a 'meltdown'

Adding increased Medicare reimbursements 
to payments for unfunded mandates, along 
with other dollars the administration said is 
owed to the state, would bring about $7.5 
billion in new federal money to California.

Assembly Budget Committee Chairwoman 
Noreen Evans, D-Santa Rosa, said the state 
should seek a federal guarantee for its bond 
debt. That would mean the federal 
government would ensure people who buy 
the state's bonds that it would repay them in 
the event California could not. That idea was 
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dismissed last year by leaders in 
Washington. Spending that money, which 
already has been approved by voters, could 
create "thousands and thousands of jobs, and 
it would do it now," she said.

Jean Ross, executive director of the 
California Budget Project, agreed that job 
creation is key and said it is "essential" for 
California to seek help from the federal 
government as money could help the state 
avoid layoffs.

"This really is all about trying to make sure 
we're moving toward an economic recovery 
and that the states don't drag us back into an 
economic meltdown," she said.

E-mail Wyatt Buchanan at 
wbuchanan@sfchronicle.com.

http://sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/
2010/01/04/MNCJ1B84N3.DTL

Jan. 4, 2010 Unemployment 
benefits dry up by 2011
By Jerome Corsi - WorldNetDaily

Editor's Note: The following report is excerpted 
from Jerome Corsi's Red Alert, the premium online 
newsletter published by the current No. 1 best-
selling author, WND staff writer and columnist. 
Red Alert subscriptions are $99 a year or $9.95 per 
month for credit card users. Annual subscribers 
will receive a free autographed copy of "The Late 
Great USA," a book about the careful deceptions of 
a powerful elite who want to undermine our 
nation's sovereignty.

Despite Obama administration hype that the 
U.S. economy is in "recovery," U.S. 
Department of Labor studies show the 
continued high level of unemployment will 
cause 40 state programs to go broke within 
two years, requiring $90 billion in federal 
loans to keep writing unemployment 

insurance checks, Jerome Corsi's Red Alert 
reports. 

Currently, 25 states that have run out of 
unemployment money have been forced to 
borrow $24 billion from the federal 
government to cover the gaps. 

Long-term unemployment 

Lost in the Obama administration's touting 
that unemployment had dropped to 10 
percent in November, down from 10.2 
percent in October, is the growing crisis in 
long-term unemployment defined as those 
out of work for six months or longer, Red 
Alert reports. 

Corsi explained that the long-term jobless 
now account for 38.2 percent of the 
unemployed. If the long-term unemployed 
remain without a job, the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics simply drops them from the 
unemployment count altogether, assuming 
they are unemployed so long that they have 
effectively dropped out of the labor force. 

Red Alert has reported that despite an 
official unemployment rate of 27 percent, the 
real unemployment rate in Detroit is closer 
to 50 percent, after taking into account those 
who have given up finding a job and those 
working fewer hours than they want, 
according to Detroit Mayor Dave Bing. 

Red Alert reported in November that 
Detroit has become an inner city "dead zone" 
of Democratic voting. 

A permanent underclass 

Corsi expressed concern that states 
increasingly will be burdened with a 
permanent underclass of unemployable 
workers that face no alternative but to live 
permanently on government-funded welfare. 

In 1984, political scientist Charles Murray 
published "Losing Ground," a book sharply 
critical of Lyndon Johnson's War on 
Poverty that argued the U.S. should scrap 
all social welfare programs. 

Murray argued social welfare programs by 
their very nature created a "poverty culture," 
especially in African-American families, 
where the welfare state was actually 
encouraging the breakup of families by 

implementing qualifying rules detrimental to 
family development.

Murray took the opposite approach, arguing 
that all federal entitlement "transfer 
programs" to the poor should be terminated 
for working-aged people immediately, 
including Medicare, food stamps, 
unemployment insurance, workers 
compensation, subsidized housing and 
disability insurance. 

"Murray argued this not from a lack of 
sympathy with the poor, but from an 
intellectual conviction that the only way to 
solve poverty was to leave the poor with no 
recourse except for the job market, family 
members and friends, as well as charity and 
whatever aid for the poor our unemployed 
the states decided to provide," Corsi wrote. 

He continued, "We are convinced it is time 
to consider abandoning altogether the very 
entitlement programs the Obama 
administration is determined to expand 
before cities like Detroit become the 
harbinger for what all U.S. inner cities may 
look like in one generation from now." 

Globalists admit U.S. workers are 
suffering 

A Council of Foreign Relations Foreign 
Affairs magazine article was published in the 
July/August 2007 issue by Kenneth F. 
Scheve, a political science professor at Yale 
University, and Matthew J. Slaughter, an 
economics professor at the Tuck School of 
Business at Dartmouth and a senior fellow 
for business and globalization at the Council 
on Foreign Relations. 

Scheve and Slaughter argued that as a result 
of globalization, income in the U.S. has 
become "extremely skewed." Incomes for 
most workers have stagnated, or in many 
cases fallen, they argued. 

The numbers are "stark," Scheve and 
Slaughter admitted. Less than 4 percent of 
workers were in educational groups that 
enjoyed increased real money earnings from 
2000 to 2005. Only workers with doctorates 
and professional graduate degree saw 
increases in real money earnings, while the 
earnings of all other classes of workers fell. 

When the earnings were put in "real 
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dollars," a standard that was designed to 
factor out inflation, globalization has caused 
the vast majority of U.S. workers, some 96.6 
percent, to see their earnings fall between 
2000 and 2005. 

The only workers to experience income 
gains under globalism were at the very top, 
those with doctorates or top professional 
degrees, including law degrees and business 
school degrees. 

Ironically, these highly educated workers 
were also likely to be the most successful 
competitors for jobs managing or advising 
multinational corporations outsourcing jobs 
to foreign workers. 

The authors found a rising number of 
Americans are asking themselves, "Is 
globalism good for me?" 

"Increasingly, the conclusion is that it's not," 
Corsi wrote. 

Red Alert's author, whose books "The 
Obama Nation" and "Unfit for Command" 
have topped the New York Times best-
sellers list, received his Ph.D. from Harvard 
University in political science in 1972. For 
nearly 25 years, beginning in 1981, he 
worked with banks throughout the U.S. and 
around the world to develop financial 
services marketing companies to assist banks 
in establishing broker/dealers and insurance 
subsidiaries to provide financial planning 
products and services to their retail 
customers. In this career, Corsi developed 
three different third-party financial services 
marketing firms that reached gross sales 
levels of $1 billion in annuities and equal 
volume in mutual funds. In 1999, he began 
developing Internet-based financial 
marketing firms, also adapted to work in 
conjunction with banks. 

In his 25-year financial services career, Corsi 
has been a noted financial services speaker 
and writer, publishing three books and 
numerous articles in professional financial 
services journals and magazines. 

For financial guidance during difficult times, 
read Jerome Corsi's Red Alert, the 
premium, online intelligence news source by 
the WND staff writer, columnist and author 

of the New York Times No. 1 best-seller, 
"The Obama Nation." 

For full immediate access to Jerome Corsi's Red 
Alert, subscribe now. 

Subscribe to Jerome Corsi's new weekly economic 
newsletter, Red Alert, for one year and, for a limited 
time get "The Late Great USA" free. (This offer 
applies only to annual subscriptions for $99.)

http://www.worldnetdaily.com/index.php?
pageId=120921 

Jan. 5, 2010 Pending home sales 
fall 16 percent in Nov.
By Alan Zibel - AP

WASHINGTON – The number of buyers 
who agreed to purchase previously occupied 
homes fell sharply in November, a sign sales 
will fall this winter, undermining last 
summer's recovery.

The report Tuesday indicates consumers are 
taking their time following the extension of a 
tax credit deadline. The incentive of up to 
$8,000 for first-time buyers was set to expire 
at the end of November. But Congress 
pushed back the date and broadened the 
program with a new credit of up to $6,500 
for buyers who relocate.

But there appeared little risk a potential 
double-dip in housing would pull the 
economy back into recession. Orders to U.S. 
factories posted a big gain in November, the 
Commerce Department said Tuesday. That 
data was the latest evidence of a strong 
turnaround in manufacturing as industries 
from China to Europe flash recovery signs.

Taken together, the reports show that, while 
housing remains vulnerable, makers of steel, 
computers and chemicals are mounting a 
surprisingly robust rebound.

"We expect housing to just limp along even 
as the rest of the economy is growing fairly 
strongly," said Nomura Securities economist 
Zach Pandl.

The stock market, meanwhile, zigzagged 
after the reports gave mixed signals about 
the economy.

The National Association of Realtors said its 
seasonally adjusted index of sales 

agreements fell 16 percent from October to a 
November reading of 96. It was the first 
decline following nine straight months of 
gains and the lowest reading since June.

The drop was far larger than the 2 percent 
expected from economists surveyed by 
Thomson Reuters, and analysts were 
surprised.

"This was bound to happen at some point, 
although not by this much," wrote a startled 
Jennifer Lee, senior economist with BMO 
Capital Markets. "Gulp," she added.

"It will be at least early spring before we see 
notable gains in sales activity as homebuyers 
respond to the recently extended and 
expanded tax credit," Lawrence Yun, the 
Realtors' chief economist, said in a 
statement.

Typically there is a one- to two-month lag 
between a contract and a done deal, so the 
index is a barometer of future sales. Pending 
sales were down 26 percent from October in 
the Northeast and Midwest, 15 percent in 
the South and 3 percent in the West.

The housing market had been rebounding 
from the worst downturn in decades, aided 
by aggressive federal intervention to lower 
mortgage rates and bring more buyers into 
the market. Sales of existing homes surged 
in November to the highest level in nearly 
three years, but analysts expect December 
sales to show a big drop.

And concerns remain that the market 
recovery will stall as the federal programs 
are phased out.

"This sudden drop risks the stability housing 
markets have enjoyed in recent months," 
wrote Guy LeBas, chief fixed income 
strategist at Janney Montgomery Scott.

The nation's factories, however, are faring 
much better. The Commerce Department 
orders rose by 1.1 percent in November, 
more than double the 0.5 percent increase 
economists had forecast. The increases were 
widespread with the exception of autos and 
aircraft, which posted declines.

The Institute of Supply Management had 
reported Monday that its key gauge of U.S. 
factory activity showed manufacturing was 
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expanding in December at the fastest pace in 
more than three years.

Economists are hoping that the fortunes of 
the manufacturing sector are beginning to 
rebound as the economy struggles to emerge 
from the worst recession since the 1930s.

___ 

AP Economics Writer Martin Crutsinger 
contributed to this report.

http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20100105/
ap_on_bi_go_ec_fi/us_economy
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Jan. 4, 2010 Man 'stabbed friend to 
death, then raped victim's mother'
By Yaakov Lappin - The Jerusalem 
Post

A 24-year-old man was arrested on Sunday 
evening on suspicion of fatally stabbing a 
friend because he was asked to leave his 
home after refusing to keep the noise down, 
and then subjecting the dead man's mother 
to more than 24 hours of sexual assault, 
police said on Monday. 

The suspect, Andrey Lushchenko, from 
Yavne, is a former IDF combat soldier who 
made aliya from Ukraine in 1996. 

Police said that on Saturday evening, 
Lushchenko and his friend, Sergei 
Kolsnikov, 28, arrived at the latter's Rishon 
Lezion apartment after drinking heavily in a 
pub with a number of friends. 

"Kolsnikov tried to get some sleep, while 
Lushchenko was playing on a computer 
game. Kolsnikov asked him to stop playing 
and leave. An argument developed," a police 
source told The Jerusalem Post. 

Intoxicated and enraged, Lushchenko went 
to the kitchen to get a knife. 

He punched Kolsnikov, then stabbed him to 
death in his bed, police said. 

The victim's mother woke up, and 
Lushchenko proceeded to subject her to 
"more than 24 hours" of rape and assault, the 
source said. 

In an effort to cover up the crime, 
Lushchenko allegedly removed various items 
from the apartment that could have led 
police back to him and hid the murder 
weapon near his home in Yavne. 

The woman managed to phone emergency 
services after the suspect left on Sunday. She 
was rushed to hospital and required surgery. 

The Central Police District's Central Unit 
led the investigation, and used a combination 
of witnesses and electronic tracking to locate 
Lushchenko. 

At first, he denied the suspicions against 
him, but he went on to make a confession. 

Lushchenko led police to the knife he had 
hidden near his home. 

A court extended his remand until January 
10.

http://www.jpost.com/servlet/Satellite?
cid=1262339395466&pagename=JPost
%2FJPArticle%2FShowFull
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Jan. 4, 2010 Suspect in $55 million 
Miami-Dade Medicare fraud held 
without bail
By Jay Weaver - The Miami 
Herald

The Miami-Dade man hasn't held a steady 
job in more than a decade. Yet Ihosvany 
Marquez spent millions of dollars on a fleet 
of Lamborghinis, Bentleys and other luxury 
cars, along with thoroughbred horses and 
diamond jewelry, authorities say. 

All with your tax dollars, they say. 

Marquez, 38, was detained without bond 
Monday morning by a federal magistrate 
judge on charges of submitting $55 million 
in false claims to Medicare for bogus HIV 
and cancer services at his seven clinics in 
Miami-Dade and Orlando. The taxpayer-
funded healthcare program paid Marquez 
and other partners in the alleged conspiracy 
about $22 million from 2005 to 2007, 
according to an indictment. 

``This is an absolutely massive Medicare 
fraud scheme, even by Miami standards,'' 
Assistant U.S. Attorney Ryan Stumphauzer 
said, pushing for no bond before trial, noting 
that a suspect in a related case fled the 
country last year to avoid trial. 

Marquez's lawyer, Michael Walsh, who 
entered a not guilty plea for his client, 
challenged the government's claim that his 
client would skip town. ``You don't think 
he's going to use one of these horses to 
flee?'' Walsh questioned an FBI agent on the 
witness stand. 

``I don't think that's going to happen,'' FBI 
agent Avatar LeFevre said. 

Magistrate Judge Barry Garber was not 
amused by Walsh's quip, saying that 
Marquez's expensive possessions, 
unemployment history and criminal charges 
``would represent a substantial flight risk.'' 

Among Marquez's alleged purchases for 
himself, his wife and other family members: 
A Lamborghini Gallardo, a Lamborghini 
Murcielago, a Ferrari 612 Scaglietti, two 
Bentley Continental GTs, two Mercedes 
Benz CL63s and at least six Mercedes Benz 
S550s -- all worth $2.7 million. 

Marquez also acquired more than a half-
million dollars' worth of diamond jewelry, 
Rolex watches and other baubles from a 
Miami store, Stumphauzer said. In addition, 
Marquez bought more than $1 million in 
thoroughbred horses, he said. 

Marquez is accused of operating the six 
fraudulent Miami-Dade clinics -- including 
one called ``Tender Loving Care'' -- with 
partner Michel De Jesus Huarte. 

Huarte was indicted separately in June on 
charges of submitting more than $50 million 
in bogus claims to Medicare for purported 
infusion therapy to treat patients with 
cancer, AIDS and varicose veins. 

The partners are accused of laundering the 
Medicare payments through shell companies 
such as Babalu Telemarketing and 
Madreagua Construction -- named after 
Santeria saints. 

Huarte, 38, has pleaded guilty and will be 
sentenced later this month. 

The partners' infusion treatments, 
purportedly administered intravenously, 
were neither prescribed by doctors nor 
provided to patients at their six Miami-Dade 
clinics, Stumphauzer said. 

The partners recruited Cuban immigrants to 
pose as the owners of their clinics, ``with the 
understanding that the `straw' owners would 
flee to Cuba to avoid law enforcement 
detection or capture,'' according to the 
indictment filed against Huarte. 

Among the recruits: Orlin Tamayo 
Quinonez, 35, and Juan Carralero, 56. 
Tamayo is suspected of having fled to 
Ecuador and Carralero to Cuba. 

Also among those said to pose as a straw 
owner: Madelin Barbara Machado, 35, who 
ran Zigma Medical in Miami-Dade. In a 
separate 2008 indictment, she was charged 
with fraudulently billing Medicare $9.3 
million for unnecessary HIV therapy and 
collecting $4.5 million. But Machado fled 
and is also believed to be in Cuba, according  
to the FBI. 

As Medicare cracked down on the partners' 
Miami-Dade network by blocking billing 
codes for false claims, Huarte teamed up 

with another co-defendant, Ramon Fonseca, 
in a separate alleged conspiracy to expand 
the infusion scam in South Florida and four 
other states. 

Together, Huarte and Fonseca owned about 
30 additional clinics, but this time they 
submitted more than $46 million in bogus 
claims to private insurers that operated 
under the Medicare Advantage plan, 
according to the indictment. Medicare paid 
out more than $9 million to the clinics 
controlled by Huarte and Fonseca. 

Fonseca, 35, fled the area last summer after 
he was granted a $500,000 bond.

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/
breaking-news/story/1408952.html

Jan. 6, 2010 Obama and the 
Vampire Congress
By Michelle Malkin

Meet the Beltway bloodsuckers. They 
convene in the dead of night, when most 
ordinary mortals have left work and let their 
guard down or are lying asleep in bed. Pale-
faced and insatiable, the nocturnal thieves 
do their nefarious business in backrooms 
and secret chambers. Their primary victims? 
Taxpayers, the free market and deliberative 
democracy.

Democratic leaders have been promising the 
most ethical, transparent, open and engaged 
administration for years. Instead, they have 
delivered a bleak and creepy legislative 
environment that could double as a 
“Twilight” movie set.

Skulking Senate Majority Leader Harry 
Reid rammed the government health care 
takeover package through under the cover 
of darkness before Thanksgiving and 
Christmas. House Democratic leaders 
forbade debate on all but one amendment 
not authored by themselves. The Senate 
Finance Committee killed a GOP 
amendment that would have required 
Demcare to be available online for 72 hours 
before the committee voted. Reid and his 
Volterra-style henchmen cut last-minute 
cash-for-cloture deals behind closed doors.

And now House and Senate Democratic 
leaders are reportedly preparing to cut 
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dissenters out of the reconciliation process 
by bypassing the formal conference 
committee.

In Hill parlance, this legislative shortcut is 
called “ping-ponging.” A better game 
analogy: dodgeball. With mounting 
opposition from both conservative 
Republicans and progressive Democrats, 
President Obama's water-carriers must use 
every trick in the book to speed the final 
merging and passage of the bill before the 
end of the month.

The hypocrisy reeks stronger than rotting 
garlic. In 2006, House Democrats asserted 
that “House-Senate conferences are a critical 
part of the deliberative process because they 
produce the final legislative product that will 
become the law of the land.” That same year, 
Reid railed on the Senate floor against 
informal deal-making that circumvented the 
conference committee process — and he 
attacked the use of manager's amendments 
to avoid public scrutiny:

"Of course, nobody can see the manager's 
amendment. It is composed of over 40 
amendments. How could anyone vote for a 
piece of legislation such as that — a 
manager's amendment with 42 separate 
amendments? Now, these amendments were 
not put in a conference committee.

People complain about that. But at least in a 
conference committee, you have people 
working together, sticking things in. … 
Here, you have one person making a 
decision as to what is going to be in the 
manager's amendment. There is no way to 
know what is in it."

But four years later, it was Reid who snuck 
his 383-page manager's amendment — 
stuffed with payoffs, special breaks and 
concessions on health care — into the 
Senate hopper on the Saturday before 
Christmas break. Four years later, it is Reid 
stifling the open, collaborative conference 
committee process he so fiercely 
championed.

Where's Barack Obama? As a candidate, he 
promised repeatedly to broadcast legislative 
negotiations on C-SPAN “so that the 
American people can see what the choices 
are” and “so that the public will be part of 

the conversation and will see the choices that 
are being made.” But the most transparent 
presidential administration ever is shrugging 
its shoulders. On Tuesday, White House 
press secretary Robert Gibbs pooh-poohed 
C-SPAN's request to allow electronic media 
coverage of the Demcare negotiations.

Instead, Gibbs thinks Americans should be 
grateful for what they got last month: “The 
Senate did a lot of their voting at 1:00 and 
2:00 in the morning on C-SPAN. … And I 
think if you watched that debate — I don't 
know — I wasn't up at 1:00 or 2:00 in the 
morning for a lot of those votes, but I think 
if the American public had watched … you'd 
have seen quite a bit of public hearing and 
public airing.” And if you missed the middle-
of-the-night broadcasts, tough noogies.

Team Obama's contempt for meaningful 
transparency has been on display from Day 
One. A year ago this month, Obama broke 
his vaunted open government pledge with 
the very first bill he signed into law. On Jan. 
29, 2009, the White House boasted that the 
Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act had been 
posted online for review. Except: Obama 
had already signed it — in violation of his 
“sunlight before signing” pledge to post 
legislation for public comment on the White 
House website five days before he sealed 
any deal.

From the stimulus to the health care 
takeover to holiday bailouts for bankrupt 
financial behemoths Fannie Mae and 
Freddie Mac, it's been all backrooms and 
blackouts ever since. The Prince of 
Darkness at 1600 Pennsylvania Ave. is 
perfectly happy with his Vampire Congress. 
Wraiths of a sunshine-evading feather flock 
together.

Michelle Malkin is the author of "Culture of 
Corruption: Obama and his Team of Tax 
Cheats, Crooks & Cronies" (Regnery 2010). 
Her e-mail address is 
malkinblog@gmail.com.

http://www.creators.com/opinion/michelle-
malkin/obama-and-the-vampire-
congress.html
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Jan. 4, 2010 Winter of 2009-2010 
Could Be Worst in 25 Years
By Jon Auciello - 
AccuWeather.com

Nearly the entire eastern half of the United 
States is enduring bitterly cold temperatures 
not experienced since 1985. Even Florida, 
which has been hovering around freezing 
levels overnight recently, is also feeling the 
almost-nationwide chill. 

"It'll be like the great winters of the '60s and 
'70s," said AccuWeather.com Chief 
Meteorologist and Expert Long Range 
Forecaster Joe Bastardi. 

The last time a large swath of severely low 
temperatures struck the nation was in 
January 1985. That historic arctic outbreak 
had below-zero temperatures Fahrenheit 
stretching from Chicago eastward to New 
York City, and all the way south to Macon, 
Ga.

While Bastardi says the upcoming days will 
bring cold not seen since 1985 or 1982, he 
believes this winter is shaping up much that 
of like 1977-78. That winter, nearly all of the 
United States east of the Rockies had a cold 
October followed by a warm November, 
with the cold returning in December. 

What is most interesting in this case is what 
followed, where the months from January 
through March can all be classified as very 
cold, relative to normal.

"If it stays this cold for this long, will the 
groundhog even want to come out on Feb. 
2?" wonders Senior Vice President and 
Chief Meteorologist Elliot Abrams.

This winter has already been rough for 
many areas of the country, with several 
blizzards dumping high accumulations of 
snow upon the Plains, mid-Atlantic and 
New England. 

The cold air currently streaming across the 
Upper Midwest into the East and South will 
only compound the winter problems of the 

nation, especially since these depths have 
not been experienced across such a wide 
area simultaneously in decades.

Orr, Minn., had the coldest temperature in 
the United States on Monday, hitting 40 
degrees below zero. Other places recorded 
new record low maximums, such as 
Bluefield, W.Va., where the temperature 
never exceeded 17 degrees.

Over the past 20-plus years, when below-
normal cold periods have arrived in the 
winter they tend to have been limited to one 
region, according to Bastardi. 

Temperatures have not been this low since 
the winter of 2002-03, which is known as the 
benchmark for frigid conditions in the last 
decade. However, that year the cold was not 
as widespread as what is happening now.

With the entire eastern half of the country in 
the throes of this arctic snap, this is shaping 
up to be the coldest winter in many people's 
memories.

http://www.accuweather.com/news-weather-
features.asp?
partner=&traveler=0&date=2010-01-04_170
1&month=1&year=2010
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Vessel of Truth Ministry
A Non-Profit Organization

PO Box 530311
Livonia, MI 48153-0311

zdale@vesseloftruth.com

Sharing the sweet 
Water of Life with a" 
who thirst for Truth

Yahoshua HaMashiach “It 
is the Spirit that gives life, 

the flesh profits nothing.  
The words I speak to you 
are Spirit and are life”. 

Yohanan (John) 6:63

About Vessel of Truth Ministry
We exist to love and honor YHVH by serving all 
Israel, both returning Ephrayim and Yehudah, 
those who love YHVH and guard His commands, 
who are living the Life More Abundantly 
promised in Scripture while we reign with YHVH 
for the remainder of His Seventh Day.  Our 
expectation is to the Eighth Day, Shemini Atzeret, 
the Last Great and Eternal Day, when, in the 

twinkling of an eye, all who have so desired will return to our first estate to 
experience that which eye has not seen, ear has not heard and which has not 
even entered into the hearts of men - the indescribable awesomeness that is 
eternity in the presence of our Perfect Creator.

We seek to strengthen and prepare those who have answered the call to return 
to their Hebrew Roots of Scripture, YHVH's witnesses, His battle-axes, by 
sharing the understanding of the Word that we have been entrusted with for 
this purpose.  It is only His Word that serves to protect us, both spiritually and 
physically, as we follow YHVH further into His final battle against this Torah-
less generation and on into our rest that He has promised to all who will only 
hear and follow Him.

Shalom v’Ahava - Peace and Love - Dale

YHVH Yahoshua, “Set them apart in your Truth - Your Word is Truth.”
Yohanan (John) 17:17

“For I am

YHVH,

I Sha"

not

change...”
Mal’aki 3:6

“So sha" My
Word be that

goes forth out of
My mouth:
it sha" not 

return to
Me void...”

Yeshayahu (Isaiah) 55:11

What is Truth?
YHVH covers you with His feathers, and under His wings you take refuge; 

His truth is a shield and armour.
Tehi"im (Psalms) 91:4

V E S S E L  O F  T R U T H
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