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Play for FREE and win Real Money prizes! 
We offer special Real Money Tournaments that cost nothing to join yet they pay out cash prizes to 
the winners. Join one of these Zero Buy-In Tournaments ($0 Buy-In) to enjoy the thrill of real 
money poker. 

No Deposit Necessary. No Credit Card Required! 
To be eligible to participate, all you have to do is download the software and register to open a 
player account. That's it. You don't have to make a deposit or give us your credit card. There is no 
risk to you and the rewards can build up fast. 

Win $80 in just 8 tournaments! 
By rolling your cash winnings from a Zero Buy-In tournament to higher stakes tournaments, you 
can win as much as $80 in as few as 8 tournaments - all without ever having to make a deposit or 
put up an initial stake. Of course, there is no limit to how much you can win, but by rolling early 
winnings into higher tournaments you can turn nothing ($0) into something ($80) very fast. 

Click for details on Single-Table Tournament stakes and prize pools. 

Why just play for free when you can play for free and win real money? Try it today! Here's how... 

How to join a Giveaway Tournament 
To find a Zero Buy-In table, go to the game room lobby and: 

1. Click the Real Money button 

2. Click the Single-Table Tournaments button 

3. Click Buy-In once or twice to sort for $0+$0 tables 

4. Click on any Shasta table with seats available 

5. Click Go to Selected Table to open the game window and click on any available seat to join 
the tournament. 

Have Fun and Good Luck! 

http://www.everestpoker.com/downloads/S14X2X/Everest Poker.exe
http://www.everestpoker.com/S14X2X/
http://www.everestpoker.com/downloads/S14X2X/Everest%20Poker.exe
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Compaq_Propietario/Mis%20documentos/%20%20http://www.everestpoker.com/S14X2X/
http://www.everestpoker.com/downloads/S14X2X/Everest Poker.exe
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shopping spree. Desktops, laptops, components, peripher-
als, mobile gear, software, and much more: We’ve got 100
great reasons to turn here first. Plus: Find out what we
voted our Product and Technology of the Year.

The Best in Tech 2007

Going All Out
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compromise proces-
sors and muscular
graphics, today’s
gaming laptops can
pack as much power
as their desk-bound
counterparts. We
tested five winning
portables that can
tackle the latest 3D
titles. Find out
which prevailed in
our benchmark
tests.
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B E FO R E  YO U  T U R N  TO our annual best-tech-
products story on p. 61, you might want to hand
over your credit cards to a designated luddite for
safekeeping. That’s because you could do them
some serious damage after reading “The Best in

Tech 2007,” our tempting selection of the year’s best PCs, compo-
nents, peripherals, mobile gear, software, and Web services.

With a list like this, you’re certain to hit on something you gotta
have. The item that called to my credit card was the Bose Compan-
ion 3 speakers. I met with Bose a few months ago and got a demo
of these desktoppers. The sound of the Bose Companion 3s was
awesome, with amazing clarity and impressive surround-sound 
capability. I have a pair of $5 generic speakers on my desk here,
so I’m pretty convinced that I need these speakers.

But that’s just me. You
might want to splurge on
one of the 16 PCs we
picked as the year’s best.
They’re all great ma-
chines, but there are
some head-turning
standouts like the in-
credibly engineered HP
Blackbird 002 with
Voodoo DNA, the gor-
geous Apple MacBook
Pro, and the muscular
Dell XPS 710 H2C gamer.
Or you could select
something more core,
like our outstanding
choices for mother-
boards, graphics cards,
hard drives, LCD moni-
tors, and printers. And 
if you’re starting to plan
holiday shopping, one of

the digital cameras or mobile gadgets will make just about anyone
on your shopping list really happy.

That’s a lot of hot products, and the heat just keeps coming with
our roundup of new gaming laptops. In “Going All Out for Gaming”
(p. 79), we benchmark no-compromise laptops loaded with the latest
processors and graphics cards, taxing them to the max to gauge their
ability to handle the latest 3D games at high resolutions. We found
that you don’t need a massive desktop to handle intense gaming,
although a massive bank account will come in handy. They’re all fast,
but they’re not cheap.

Finally, our stand-alone Reviews section includes our lab-tested as-
sessment of 24 new products, ranging from Dell’s impressive XPS
M1330 thin-and-light laptop to blazing new DDR3 RAM from OCZ.

There’s a lot of hot in this issue. Just be cool with the credit cards.
rik.fairlie@computershopper.com
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IF YOU’VE BEEN shopping
for a new LCD monitor, you 
may have noticed new mod-
els sporting glossy screens 
that deliver extra-bright pic-
tures. HP is leading the pack 
by incorporating this feature 

into all of its consumer LCD 
monitors.

Glossy screens offer richer 
colors, enhanced saturation, 
and deeper blacks, which is 
ideal for videos and games. 
But they also reflect light and 

can’t handle glare as well as 
matte (or antiglare) displays, 
which have traditionally been 
used in notebooks and desk-
top LCD monitors. This isn’t 
an issue if a glossy screen is 
used in dark environments, 

but it can be a nuisance 
if the monitor is used 
under certain types 
of natural or artifi-
cial light. Also, glossy 
screens are more 
expensive to produce 
than matte displays.

HP, however, says its 
research shows that 
customers perceive a 
glossy monitor to carry 

added value. Accordingly, 
the company has implement-
ed the feature across its con-
sumer line, including its new 
24-inch w2408 display.

“We were the first to mar-
ket [this technology] a year 
ago,” says Garrett Gargan, 
an HP product manager. “It’s 
more expensive, and there’s 

an extra process involved in 
putting it together, but our 
customers value it.”

Gateway also plans to 
introduce glossy-screen 
models, and Apple has 
given new iMac computers 
shiny screens.

Not everyone agrees that 
glossy monitors are the 
wave of the future, however. 
“It’s a matter of preference,” 
says Sean Gunduz, a senior 
product manager at View-
Sonic. “Some customers still 
prefer antiglare; most are 
not satisfied with seeing 
their reflection.”

Although ViewSonic will 
introduce two glossy moni-
tors—a 22- and a 23-inch—in 
2008, the company doesn’t 
see the technology taking 
over its product line. Gunduz 
predicts that glossy-screen 
monitors will be a niche class 
of products that accounts 
for only 10 percent of the 
consumer market. —Les Shu

• TRENDSPOTTING

—L.S.

Managers, listen up! 
A study conducted by 
Plantronics revealed 
what employees are 
really doing when they 
work from home. In 
the poll, 52 percent 
of respondents said 
they talk on the phone 
about non-work-related 
issues, 40 percent said 
they do laundry, and 
a whopping 91 per-
cent said they pursue 
other activities. But 
Plantronics also found 
that 42 percent of 
telecommuters suffer 
some physical ailment 
related to telecommut-
ing, including 30 per-
cent who report back 
or neck pain. So the 
next time employees 
ask you about working 
from home, you can tell 
them it’s not good for 
their health. —Erin Kandel

Seagate to Add Government-Level 
Encryption to Its Desktop Hard Drives



HP HAS DELAYED until 
later this year the release of 
its MediaSmart Server, the 
first of a new breed of home 
servers that was originally 

scheduled to be available in 
September. A spokesman 
says the company made the 
last-minute decision because 
it wanted to incorporate en-
hancements to Microsoft’s 
Windows Home Server OS, 
which powers the device. 

Microsoft said in a com-
pany blog that it had identi-
fied ways to improve the OS
and that it was scheduled to 
release updates in late Sep-
tember designed to “enhance 
the usability and improve 
the out-of-box experience” of 
home servers. Microsoft says 
the update will include feed-
back from more than 100,000 
beta users and reviewers. 

HP would not say exactly 
when its MediaSmart Server 
would be available, except 
that it would be “before the 
holidays.” 

The decision to delay the 
launch may ultimately be 
smart, if it makes the device 
more user-friendly to non-
techie consumers. I tested 
a preproduction HP server 
for a couple of weeks (see 
our October 2007 issue), and 
found it incredibly useful 
and, for the most part, very 
intuitive. It did miss the 
mark on one of the features 
that Microsoft had touted, 
though: The company said 
that its software would auto-
matically enable router set-
tings for remote access, but 
it failed to do so on my home 
network. And there were a 
few snags transferring files 
from a Mac to the server. 
Otherwise, the Media- 
Smart is a breakthrough 
product for home users. 

—Rik Fairlie

–R.F.

Hawking 
Rides 
Z-Wave Tech 
For Home 
Automation

CANON’S POWERSHOT SD
series was the highest-ranked 
camera in the J.D. Power 
and Associates 2007 Digital 
Camera Usage and Satisfac-
tion Study. On a 1,000-point 
scale, the PowerShot SD line 

of high-end compact cameras 
garnered 829 points.

The study is divided into 
four camera segments: 
point-and-shoot, premium 
point-and-shoot, ultraslim, 
and digital single-lens-reflex 

(dSLR) cameras. The firm said 
in its report that the survey 
was completely redesigned for 
2007 to better assess satisfac-
tion drivers and market trends. 
For each segment, cameras 
were judged on picture quality, 

performance, 
operation, and 
style/form fac-
tor. J.D. Power 
surveyed 
more than 
7,500 people 
who bought 
a camera 
between June 
2006 and May 
2007.

The study 
revealed that brand loyalty 
positively affects customer 
satisfaction across all sec-
tions. “The relationship 
between owner satisfaction 
and brand loyalty is criti-
cal to manufacturers,” said 

Steve Kirkeby of J.D. Power, 
in a statement. “A 10-point 
improvement in overall sat-
isfaction can lead to a 1-per-
centage-point improvement 
in brand loyalty.” Plus, loyal 
customers are more inclined 
to recommend a company’s 
products to others, he added. 

Elsewhere in the study, Ca-
sio’s Exilim Zoom series was 
the highest-ranking in the 
ultraslim-camera category, 
while Fujifilm got the nod for 
general point-and-shoot and 
Nikon received the top honor 
for dSLR. In addition, the 
study found that dSLR users 
shoot more photos than non-
dSLR users, averaging 400 
images per month. —Les Shu



Don’t just watch it, live it. In LG Full HD.

Introducing LG 1080p, the new standard in high definition television.

With crisper details, intensely vivid colors and a picture clarity so far

beyond anything you’ve seen before - it's pretty slick. What else would

you expect from the world’s largest maker of TV flat panels?*

©2007 LG Electronics USA, Inc. Englewood Cliffs, NJ. LG Design and Life’s Good are trademarks of LG Electronics, Inc. *Based on plasma and LCD module production Q3 2006. Screen images simulated.

LGusa.com/FullHD



One: singular sensation
Another major PC maker is joining the all-in-one game. The 
Gateway One is a slim, stylish desktop aimed at making the com-
puting process easier (and tidier) than ever: Just plug in one cable, 
and you’re ready to go. Its innovative design encompasses not just 
a 19-inch wide-screen display and built-in Wi-Fi, but also a wire-
less keyboard and mouse. You don’t even have to plug cables into 
the system itself—they connect to the power brick, keeping your 
desktop as clean-looking as the Gateway One itself. Prices range 
from $1,299 to $1,799. Gateway, www.gateway.com

Your notebook, 
your way

NVousPC is a newcomer to the 
laptop scene, but its president and 
founder, Oscar Zapata, comes from 
Alienware, so he knows computer 
design. Pick a base model—either 
the 14.1-inch-screened Mercury, 

optimized for students and travel-
ing professionals, or the 15.4-inch
Ether, for those who need higher 

resolutions. (Both come with a 
minimum of 1GB of RAM.) Then 

choose the configuration that 
meets your needs. Options include 

Intel Core 2 Duo processors up to 
the T7600, Windows Vista, and a 
custom paint job to personalize 

your notebook. The Mercury starts 
at $1,099, the Ether at $999.99. 

NVousPC, www.nvouspc.com

Aspire to shine
For a notebook that sparkles, look no further than Acer’s 
Aspire 5920. This notebook in the company’s Gemstone 
line, designed by BMW Group DesignworksUSA, has a 
shiny exterior and a cool-toned interior. Intended for 
multimedia enthusiasts, the Intel Core 2 Duo laptop 
has a 15.4-inch wide-screen display, an HD DVD drive, 
and Dolby Home Theater audio for great sound whether 
you’re using up to six speakers or just a pair of head-
phones. Pricing starts at $1,999. Acer America, us.acer.com

The large and small of it all
You won’t have to worry about choosing between a large 
screen and a small price with the new HP Compaq 6820s 
laptop. Its 17-inch wide-screen display gives you plenty 
of high-resolution screen real estate, while its $999 start-
ing price won’t lower your financials. You also get Intel 
processors (Core 2 Duo or Celeron), up to 4GB of memory, 
Draft N-compliant 802.11a/b/g Wi-Fi, and ATI Mobility 
Radeon X1350 graphics. And that will ensure your produc-
tivity isn’t curtailed, either. Hewlett-Packard, www.hp.com



An HD/PC fusion 
If you’re a mediaphile who’s been looking for a 
good excuse to upgrade to a new PC, Sony’s new 
VAIO LT PC/TV could be for you. This all-in-one 
computer entertainment center features a 22-
inch WSXGA+ wide-screen display, a 1.3-mega-
pixel camera, and Draft N-compliant 802.11 
Wi-Fi wireless to complement its Intel Core 2 
Duo processor, 2GB of RAM, and discrete graph-
ics card. Pricing for the standard model starts at 
$1,899; an HD model is also available, complete 
with a Blu-ray optical drive, starting at $2,899. 
Sony Electronics, www.sonystyle.com

Kilowatt killer
The ThinkCentre A61e may be small in size, but it’s big on energy efficiency. Lenovo’s smallest, quietest, and—weighing only 8 
pounds—lightest desktop yet uses a 45-watt processor, is EPEAT Gold-rated, and complies with Energy Star guidelines. Plus, its 
starting price of only $399 means you can get started on important everyday computing chores knowing you’re doing something 
good for the planet—and your bank balance. Lenovo, www.lenovo.com



 Call 1.877.go1and1

Creating a website 
has never been easier.

Our website builder runs from a browser window and lets 
you build a professional-looking site in minutes, without 
the need for an expert programmer or web designer. Let 
the wizard guide you through the process. Choose from 
a selection of templates and edit fonts and colors for 
added personalization. Using the simple point-and-click 
prompts and a built-in text editor, your website can be 

online in minutes!

Choose your layout1

Our complete web hosting 

solution gives you everything 

you need to quickly and easily 

create an attractive website. 

Order before October 31, 2007 

and get 3 months free!

Arrange your pages

 Home
Pictures
Directions
Contact

2

Looking for a total websit

© 2007 1&1 Internet, Inc. All rights reserved. Visit 1and1.com for full promotional offer details. *Offer valid for Home Package only, 12 month 
minimum contract term required. **50% discount valid for 3 months and applies to Business I and II server packages only,  two year minimum 
contract term required. Prices based on comparable Linux web hosting package prices, effective 8/27/2007. Product and program specifications, 
availability, and pricing subject to change without notice. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.

We offer a variety of hosting packages to fi t your needs and budget.

Our complete web hosting

1&1 Home Package

3 months

free!*

Offer expires October 31st.

Yahoo! Go Daddy

Home STARTER DELUXE

Included Domains 2
through contract duration

1 $1.99
per year with purchase

Web Space 120 GB 5 GB 100 GB

Monthly Transfer Volume 1,200 GB 200 GB 1,000 GB

E-mail Accounts 1,200 IMAP or POP3 200 POP3 1,000 POP3

Mailbox Size 2 GB Unlimited 10 MB

Search Engine Submission ✓ ✓ Extra charge applies

Website Builder 12 Pages ✓ Freeware

Photo Gallery ✓ ✓ ✓

RSS Feed Creator ✓ – $4.99/month

Ad-free Blog ✓ ✓ Freeware

90-Day Money Back Guarantee ✓ – –

Support
24/7 Toll-free Phone, 

E-mail
24/7 Toll-free Phone, 

E-mail
24/7 Phone, E-mail

Price Per Month $499 $1195 $699

SPECIAL OFFER 3 months free!* $8.96 fi rst 2 months Save 10% with 1 year contract

TOTAL/YEAR $4491 $13742 $7548



 Visit us now  1and1.com

Add text and pictures3 Publish your website4

e solution?

SERVERS

Save

50%**

Exclusive

Limited Time 

Offers:
Visit our website today, offers 

expire October 31st.

.us
DOMAINS

RVERS

$299

first year

Need a business server?

Sign up now and we’ll waive 

the $99 setup fee. Save 50% 

on the first 3 months 

when you sign up for a 

2 year server contract.

Act now and save!

Create your own .us 

domain. For a limited 

time, America’s 

internet address 

is on sale.



APPLE’S MOST ELEGANTLY designed all-in-
one yet, the latest iteration of the iMac has a solid 
configuration, excellent features, and good per-

formance, making it a viable choice for anyone looking for a 
space-saving, eye-pleasing, highly capable desktop.

Our test unit was the $1,499 20-inch wide-screen 
(1,680x1,050-resolution) model outfitted with a 2.4GHz Intel 
Core 2 Duo mobile processor, 1GB of DDR2 RAM, and a 320GB
hard drive. (Other configurations range in price from $1,199 to 
$2,299.) Also built in are Apple’s SuperDrive slot-loading dou-
ble-layer DVD burner, a 256MB ATI Radeon HD 2600 Pro graph-
ics chip, integrated Bluetooth wireless, and next-generation, 

Draft N-compliant Wi-Fi 
networking (which also 
supports 802.11a/b/g).

Clad in aluminum, 
this iMac is considerably 
thinner and slicker than 
its white polycarbonate 
predecessor. The glossy, 
scratch-resistant glass 
screen is a major improve-
ment over the old plastic-
face one, delivering more-
vivid images with greater 
contrast and sharpness. 
Ports are neatly aligned on 
the back of the screen, in 
the bottom-left corner. You
get a typical assortment of 

connectors, including optical digital and analog audio, Gigabit 
Ethernet, mini-DVI, three USB 2.0, one FireWire 400, and one 
FireWire 800. The last is for high-speed wired data transfers—a 
major plus for those moving large amounts of data from 
compliant external devices.

You also get wired versions of Apple’s Mighty Mouse and a 
newly designed razor-thin aluminum keyboard. The mouse’s 
shiny white shell looks a little out of place among its silvery sur-
roundings, but we love the look and feel of the new low-profile 
keyboard—thin and light, but not flimsy. The keys are very shal-
low, making it feel more like a laptop keyboard than your typical 
desktop one, so it might require adjustment time for some.

Given the iMac’s solid specs, we weren’t surprised that our 
evaluation unit prevailed in our tests, achieving a very respect-
able score of 721 on Cinebench 9.5 and a speedy 3 minutes and 
54 seconds in our iTunes conversion test.

The new iMacs ship with Apple’s iLife ’08, the company’s 
first major update to its already robust and useful multi-

±

media suite, which now includes updated versions of iPhoto 
and iMovie. (Check out our review on p. 42.) Our evaluation 
unit shipped with OS X 10.4.10, but seeing as Apple’s Leopard 
operating system is expected any day now, you might want 
to wait to nab an iMac until you can get one with the latest 
OS pre-installed. —Wendy Sheehan

What’s the Deal?



WITH ITS HANDSOME DESIGN, 
sharp screen, and long list of options, it’s 
hard not to love the Dell XPS M1330. For 
buyers who need a constant computing 
companion, it’s worth a long look. 

The M1330 just misses the weight 
cutoff for a “true” ultraportable, but the 
4-pound laptop is nonetheless light and 
easy to carry. The chassis is available in 
matte black or red, and its full-size key-
board is unusually comfortable to type 
on. We especially like the touch-sensitive 
multimedia control buttons above the 
row of function keys.

The real draw, though, is the option to 
outfit the notebook with a wide-screen 
(1,280x800) display that’s LED-backlit, a 
$200 premium that’s worth every penny. 
The LED-lit panel is brighter and delivers 
a higher contrast ratio than traditional 
screens—plus, it uses less power, boost-
ing battery life. On the M1330, DVDs
showed lifelike color reproduc-
tion and very good shadow 
detail. Sound quality from the 
built-in stereo speakers was 
a bit thin and lacking in bass, 
however.

The M1330 has most of 
the inputs and outputs 
you would expect (USB, 
FireWire, flash-memory-
card reader, ExpressCard 
slot, VGA, LAN), plus 
two headphone 
jacks and 

a welcome High-Definition Multimedia
Interface (HDMI) port for connecting to 
a high-definition television (HDTV). A
fingerprint reader, a Webcam, Bluetooth 
and 802.11a/g/n wireless, and embedded 
Dell Wireless Broadband connectivity 
rounded out our test configuration’s 
very complete set of options.

Models in the M1330 series start at 
a reasonable $1,299, though options 
and upgrades in our test model nearly 
doubled the price ($2,404). Equipped
with a 2.2GHz Core 2 Duo CPU, 2GB of 
RAM, 128MB nVidia GeForce Go 8400 GS
graphics, and a 160GB hard drive, our 
test unit scored a solid 4,523 on Future-
mark’s PCMark05, demonstrating it can 
more than handle productivity chores. 
Its demonstrating of 1,893 on Future-
mark’s 3DMark06 means avid 3D gamers 
will want to look elsewhere, but it’s got 
the chops to handle some games if you 
turn down the resolution and graphics-
effects settings. The nine-cell extended 
battery delivered just over three hours 
of runtime on our DVD drain test, which 
should equate to about five hours of 
normal use. —Jamie Bsales

±
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CYBERPOWER’S Gamer Infinity CrossFire 2900XT is a solid 
gaming performer—and a good value. Its $3,255 price includes 
not just the PC itself but also a 22-inch Optiquest (Viewsonic’s 
value brand) Q22WB LCD monitor and a Logitech X-540 six-
piece speaker system. It delivers serious punch without the 
second-mortgage demands some boutique boxes make.

The PC is powered by 
a quad-core 3GHz Intel 
QX6850 CPU mated to 2GB
of Corsair XMS2 Extreme 
memory, so you can run 
the included Vista Home 
Premium OS without suf-
fering memory deprivation. 
Cyberpower has overclocked 
the core speed of the QX6850 
to 3.67GHz to help boost 
the gaming performance, 
but the real pump can be 
found in the PC’s twin 512MB
Radeon 2900 XT graphics 
cards, paired in a CrossFire 
arrangement. This combina-
tion delivered impressive 
scores in our gaming tests; 

productivity results were also outstanding.
You also get two 160GB hard drives in a RAID 0 array for your 

system and program files, plus a 320GB drive for everything else. 
Also in the case are a DVD burner, a DVD-ROM drive, and a flash-
memory-card reader that supports a dozen formats. The Tagan A+ 
Black Pearl tower case has three 5.25-inch external and five 3.5-
inch internal drive bays available for expansion, 
but be careful if you do any tinkering inside 
the case: We cut ourselves on this one’s 
sharp edges.

You’ll find six USB ports on the 
back panel and two more under a 
flip-up panel at 
the top of the case. 
Two FireWire 400 
ports (one front, 
one top) are also 
available, as are 
two external Serial 
ATA (eSATA) ports 
and a S/PDIF con-
nector for the 5.1 
audio (should you not 
want to use the miniplug analog 
jacks). —Bill O’Brien

±

THE BATTLE FOR your living-room space is heating up, and 
Sony’s new VAIO VGX-TP1 is setting a new standard for low-
cost Media Center machines, offering a solid entertainment 
PC for a very reasonable $1,599. Just don’t expect it to do much 
besides media chores.

The VGX-TP1’s unique white, round frame encloses a 1.83GHz 
Intel Core 2 Duo T5600 processor, 2GB of RAM, a 300GB hard 
drive, integrated Intel graphics, built-in 802.11b/g Wi-Fi wireless, 
a 10/100Mbps Ethernet port, and Windows Vista Home Premium. 
Keeping up with the media crowd, the VGX-TP1 houses both SD
and Memory Stick card readers and dual TV tuners (integrated 
NTSC and AverMedia USB ATSC). You’ll also find a VGA interface 
and an S/PDIF output, an infrared output for your cable box, and 
both a wireless keyboard and a Media Center-compatible remote. 

The connector for the 
Sony-supplied Wi-Fi antenna 
tightens right-to-left, the re-
verse of the standard arrange-
ment, which Sony claims is a 
precaution against consum-
ers using an inferior third-
party antenna. PC enthusiasts 
will find the processor slow, 
the hard drive capacity some-
what anemic for media files, 
and the integrated graphics 
inadequate for most games, 
but you don’t need much 
more than what Sony supplies to acquire and manage media.

The VGX-TP1 comes with a 4x double-layer DVD±RW drive, 
and a Blu-ray drive is not an option—an especially baffling 
omission considering the VGX-TP1’s High-Definition Multimedia 
Interface (HDMI) jack. If you need to add more hardware, four 
USB ports and a FireWire connector are at your disposal. Sony 
provides a one-year parts-and-labor warranty and an equal-
length dollop of toll-free 24/7 tech support. —B.O’B.
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VIGOR’S TRANSPARENT, well-lit Gaming Stealth NE desktop 
delivers more than just good looks. It’s also a surprisingly pow-
erful machine—and, considering its price of $1,299, you don’t 
need to be a Plexiglas heir to afford it.

With a 2.4GHz Intel Core 2 Duo E6600 processor overclocked 
to 2.82GHz, 2GB of DDR2 RAM, two 250GB hard drives in a 
RAID Level 0 configuration, and two 256MB Sapphire Radeon 
HD 2600 XT cards set up in a CrossFire dual-card arrangement, 
there’s a lot of gaming potential to be found here. The Gam-
ing Stealth NE fared quite well in our performance tests, 
delivering a score of 8,845 at a resolution of 1,280x1,024 in 
Futuremark 3DMark06 and a score of 7,201 at 1,600x1,200. In
Company of Heroes, it delivered an average of 87.2 frames per 
second (fps) at 1,280x1,024 and 57.5fps at 1,600x1,200. Frame 
rates dropped considerably at 2,560x1,600, so we don’t recom-
mend playing most games at that extreme resolution. Even 
our 1,280x1,024 Supreme Commander test netted playable, if 
unexciting, frame rates of just under 30fps. The machine did 
predictably well in our productivity tests, too.

The Gaming Stealth NE
won’t please every gamer: 
It comes with only a single 
DVD±RW drive (though with 
LightScribe disc-labeling); add-
ing another drive would mean 
losing the large intake fan that 
occupies the three external 
5.25-inch drive bays. The only 
software you get is the installed 
Windows Vista Home Premium. 
And the port selection is fairly 
conventional, aside from two 
FireWire ports and an external 
Serial ATA (eSATA) jack.

The see-through case also 
means you’ll notice every 
speck of dust, which could 
mean frequent cleaning. That’s 
less fun than gaming, but this 
computer is mostly worth it. 
—Matthew Murray

AT JUST 2.5x10x10 inches, the HP Compaq DC7800 is not only 
tinier than most coffee-table books, but it’s also about a third 
of the size of its 19-inch monitor. What’s more, the system 
(which costs $972 by itself, or $1,409 with monitor and stand) 
packs more power than we’ve seen in desktops several times 
its size and price.

Its Intel Core 2 Duo E6750 processor is a speedy, good-
value option on the higher end of Intel’s dual-core line, while 
the RAM (1GB of DDR2, suitable for the installed Windows 

Vista Business OS) and 
optical drive (double-layer 
DVD±RW) are pint-size ver-
sions of their conventional-
desktop counterparts.

You don’t have to sac-
rifice ports—you’ll find 
VGA, DVI, keyboard, mouse, 
Ethernet, six USB 2.0, and 
line-in and -out audio jacks 
on the rear panel, plus two 
USB 2.0 and headphone and 
microphone jacks on the 
front—but you’re mostly out 
of luck for post-purchase 
expandability.  This is not a 
significant liability, however: 

Those stock components produce some impressive perfor-
mance. A Cinebench 9.5 score of 817, a Futuremark PCMark05
score of 3,660, a Windows Media Encoder test time of 5 min-
utes and 55 seconds, and an iTunes-conversion test time of 3 
minutes and 57 seconds are among the best we’ve seen in a 
PC in this price range. Even the warranty—three years of parts 
and labor—is uncommonly generous.

The downside? The Integrated Intel GMA 3100 graphics 
adapter cripples 3D gaming, and the PC’s inability to accept 
a discrete graphics card means those capabilities are forever 
closed off. But the DC7800 wasn’t designed to be a game box 
or a top-notch graphics workstation—it was built to be an 
inconspicuous workhorse. And at that it soundly succeeds.

—M.M.
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A NEAR-PERFECT ROAD COMPANION with a head-
turning design, the Toshiba Portégé R500 is an amazing ultra-
portable with only a couple of minor shortcomings.

The $2,149 R500-S5002 model we tested measures a trim 
0.8x11.1x8.5 inches and weighs just 2.4 pounds. Despite 
this small case, you still get a bright 1,280x800-resolution, 
12.1-inch LED-backlit display, as well as a comfortable, full-

size, spill-resistant key-
board, a decent-size touch 
pad, and a fingerprint 
reader. The notebook also 
packs a solid set of ports, 
slots, and connections, 
plus a very slim drawer-
style DVD±RW burner—
a rare feature in an 
ultraslim model.

We had a few minor 
gripes. The notebook has 
built-in Wi-Fi but no op-
tion for integrated wire-
less-broadband circuitry. 
Also, it lacks a built-in 
Webcam and has only one 
speaker. Finally, though 
the case is made of mag-

nesium alloy, the body feels a little too flexible, especially 
right below the optical-drive bay.

As for performance, our test model’s ultra-low-voltage 
1.2GHz Core 2 Duo processor is more than adequate for office 
tasks and basic entertainment. But its multitasking is a touch 
lackluster, no doubt due to the skimpy 1GB of memory on the 
motherboard. (A single open slot lets you raise the total RAM
to 2GB.) Battery life was great, however. On our DVD rundown 
test with Vista’s power management set to high performance, 
the R500 lasted 2 hours and 41 minutes, and on balanced per-
formance we got nearly four hours. If you want to save even 
more power, a handy switch lets you turn off the LCD’s back-
light, allowing the transreflective screen to use natural light to 
brighten the display. —Joshua Goldman

AS LAPTOPS GO, Apple’s $1,999 MacBook Pro is 
unrivaled. The latest rendition to storm out of Cu-
pertino sports an LED-backlit display that delivers 

stunning images and power savings at the same time. It also 
features Intel’s Santa Rosa platform and the panache that has 
become Apple’s hallmark.

Despite its 15.4-inch wide-screen display, the aluminum-clad 
notebook weighs a scant 5.4 pounds and maintains a svelte 1-inch 
profile. (A 17-inch model is also available.) The centerpiece of the 
system is the cutting-edge LED-backlit screen, which employs 
white LEDs instead of fluorescent tubes. The result is a brighter, 
more saturated image, and it uses 
less power, to boot. The 1,440x900 
resolution delivers crisp text and 
sharp images. You also get a built-
in camera, called the iSight.

The MacBook Pro ships with 
Apple’s Front Row multimedia 
software, which organizes your 
music, photos, and videos, 
letting you access all of 
your media via the bundled 

remote control. The new 
iLife ‘08 entertainment suite 
comes bundled, as well.

Our MacBook Pro was fully 
equipped with dual USB 2.0 
ports, FireWire 400/800, and 
an ExpressCard slot, as well 
as built-in Bluetooth 2.0 and 
802.11n Wi-Fi radios. We only 
wish Apple had included a 
flash-memory-card reader.

The MacBook
Pro delivered an 
excellent score of 667 on our Cinebench 9.5 test and 
a competitive showing of 5 minutes and 21 seconds 
on our iTunes-encoding test. The machine delivered 
3 hours and 45 minutes of runtime on our DVD bat-
tery-rundown test, which is respectable for such a 
powerful machine. One drawback we noted, though: 

The notebook heats up quickly, so you wouldn’t 
want to keep it on your lap for too long.

—Louis Ramirez

±
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WHAT THE HP Compaq 8710p business notebook lacks in strik-
ing looks it makes up for in processing brawn and enterprise 
reliability. Plus, for a buttoned-down corporate notebook, it 
includes some surprising multimedia options.

The dull, black-and-gray 8710p isn’t much to look at, and at 
7.5 pounds—not counting its huge AC brick—it’s not very por-
table, either. Beneath that ho-hum exterior, however, lies a killer 
business system. HP outfitted the 8710p with a wonderful non-
glossy 17-inch wide-screen LCD panel with 1,680x1,050 resolu-
tion. Pair that with a 256MB nVidia Quadro NVS 320M graphics 
card, and you get excellent DVD playback and enough 3D pop 
for doing business graphics and even some CAD work. Surpris-
ingly, HP is also offering some preconfigured 8710p models with 
high-definition Blu-ray drives and a High-Definition Multimedia 
Interface (HDMI) port.

The keyboard is another nice plus: full-size and comfort-
able, with a separate numeric keypad. You also get specialized 
controls that give you access to a utility for fine-tuning your 
presentations, as well as dedicated mute, volume, and calcula-
tor buttons. As for connectivity, the 8710p provides the expected 

options—including six USB 
ports, Draft N-compatible 
Wi-Fi, and Bluetooth—but it 
lacks wireless-broadband con-
nectivity. Also onboard are a 
fingerprint reader and Trusted
Platform Module (TPM) chip 
for security.

While we were disappoint-
ed that the 8710p comes only 
in preconfigured models, our 
$2,549 review unit performed 
well on our productivity and 
multimedia benchmark tests. 
Plus, its standard battery 
lasted an impressive 2 hours 
and 45 minutes on our DVD 
rundown test. And better 
yet, HP backs the 8710p with 
an unusually long warranty: 
three years of coverage.

—Asa Somers

BUSINESS TRAVELERS in the market for an ultra-
portable simply must consider the ThinkPad X61. It 
has power to spare and all the features they’re likely 

to need.
With a chassis clad in matte-black, the 3.5-pound X61 is 

compact, feels solid in the hand, and is very comfortable to 
carry. Its 12.1-inch display, which also has a matte finish, 
features a 4-to-3 aspect ratio, giving it a decidedly old-school 
feel given today’s glossy wide-screen models. (For a business 

portable, this screen shape 
is still the right choice, 
however.) Below the display, 
you’ll find a comfortable, 
spill-resistant keyboard. For 
security, our test unit came 
equipped with Trusted Plat-
form Module (TPM) circuit-
ry, a fingerprint reader, and 
Lenovo’s preloaded Client 
Security Solution software. 

In addition to the inte-
grated Intel 802.11a/b/g 
Wi-Fi connectivity, the 
X61 has embedded wire-
less-broadband hardware, 
compatible with Verizon’s 
EV-DO service. The X61 

also offers a good selection of ports and connectors, though 
it lacks an optical drive built into the chassis. A drive does 
reside in the snap-on X6 UltraBase, however, which was 
included with our test unit along with a DVD-ROM/CD-RW
combo drive. (The UltraBase attaches to the X61’s bottom 
and adds 1.4 pounds to the weight.)

The most unexpected feature, though, is the X61’s perfor-
mance. Our $1,775 review unit came with a 2GHz Core 2 Duo 
T7300 CPU that, combined with 2GB of RAM and a 7,200rpm 
100GB hard drive, delivered very good performance for its 
class. The ultraportable scored 
a respectable 4,000 on Future-
mark’s PCMark05 test, and 
it even handled multimedia 
tasks reasonably well.

Battery life from the ex-
tended eight-cell battery was 
acceptable, if not stellar: 
The machine lasted 2 hours 
and 10 minutes on our DVD 
rundown test, which 
should translate 
to over 
three 
hours
in nor-
mal use. 

—Jamie Bsales
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THERMALTAKE’S $59.95 V1 CL-P0401 is a CPU 
cooler worth getting excited about: Its exceptional 
combination of effective cooling, stylish design, 

easy installation, quiet operation, and reasonable price makes 
it the Holy Grail of cooling.

Many aftermarket coolers require you to remove the moth-
erboard to mount a backplate underneath the CPU socket. 
On Socket 775 systems, the V1 uses the same push-pin-style 
mounting system as the stock Intel cooler does, making it 
relatively easy to mount—no motherboard removal necessary. 
It also includes mounts for AMD Sockets 754, 939, and AM2.

We tested the all-copper V1 in a case with a challenging 
thermal environment: a cramped entertainment PC in an 

Antec Sonata case with 
two 7,200rpm hard drives, 
a GeForce 8600 GTS video 
card, a sound card, and a 
pair of TV-tuner cards, with 
two low-speed 120mm case 
fans. The CPU was a Core 2 
Duo E6750, tested at both 
the stock 2.66GHz and over-
clocked to 3.2GHz. 

Despite the hot ambient 
environment, with its fan 

at its quietest setting, the V1 was able to keep our processor 
running at just 30 degrees Celsius at idle, climbing to just 
42 degrees with both cores at 100 percent usage. At 3.2GHz
and a full CPU load, our CPU temperature topped out at just 
50 degrees. 

At low speed, you’re unlikely to hear the fan over your PC’s 
other components. Crank up the speed using the attached 
dial, and you’ll hear a noticeable whirr; this lowers tempera-
tures an additional two to three degrees, but our temps were 
never high enough that we felt this necessary. —Denny Atkin

THE $169 ASUS EN8600GT OC Gear is a DirectX 10 (DX10) 
graphics card that includes what Asus claims is the world’s 
first hardware-based, real-time, graphics-overclocking device.

This attractive drive-bay module lets you adjust the 
system volume, graphics-card speed, and fan speed with-
out exiting the game you’re playing (though you must use 
software to adjust memory speed). While it works well, we 
have to wonder why Asus paired the OC Gear hardware 
with a middling graphics card based on the nVidia GeForce 
8600 GT graphics engine.

The EN8600GT video card fits in a PCI Express slot, 
includes 256MB of DDR3 memory, and doesn’t require 
a power connector. It has a pair of DVI outputs, 
as well as an S-Video/com-
ponent-video connector. 
One thing that sets 
the graphics 
card apart is 
its large 
heat sink, 
which 
blocks an 
adjacent 

slot and includes a much 
quieter fan than the stock 
model. Its GeForce 8600 
GT chip supports DX10, as 
well as nVidia’s PureVideo 
playback features for high-
definition video content.

At stock clock speeds, 
the 8600 GT is 15 to 20 
percent slower than the 

GeForce 8600 GTS;
when we cranked up the card to the fastest 

possible stable speed, it came close to 
stock 8600 GTS speeds, though it 

did lock up once during our exten-
sive tests. In our F.E.A.R. test, the 

EN8600GT scored 37 frames per second 
(fps) at 1,280x1,024 resolution, but bumping 

up the speeds pushed performance to 45fps, just 
2fps slower than the 8600 GTS. The addition of the OC 

Gear module, however, pushes the price into 8600 GTS
territory, where you can get slightly better performance 
without overclocking. —D.A.



We carry:
ASUS Ensemble

Powered by ASUS
Clevo

Compal
Prostar

...and more
Just Call

Call Today for the 
Best Price Available!

Ask about the
LynnBay Guarantee

Asus G1S-B1
■ 15.4” WSXGA+ Display with Glare
■ Intel® Core® 2 Duo Processor 2.4GHz (T7700)

w/1GB Turbo Memory
■ 256MB NVIDIA® GeForce™

8600M GT Graphics 
■ 2GB DDR2 SDRAM at 667MHz
■ 200GB 7200RPM Serial 

ATA 150 Hard Drive
■ 8X Max. Super-Multi DVDRW

Dual Layer Drive w/Light Scribe
■ Fully upgradeable to meet

your computing needs!
$1939

LynnBay: The lowest prices in notebook computing.

A mazing low prices on high-performance notebooks from ASUS,
Clevo, Compal, MSI, and more. Don’t settle for a pre-configured

notebook, LynnBay will customize your selection with the highest quality
components. Brand new, with a complete manufacturer’s warranty.
Whether you’re a gamer looking for your dream-machine or a business
looking to set-up your entire sales team – LynnBay is your answer.

Check us out today - LynnBay.com

Total HD accessible capacity may vary depending on operating environment. All Optical Drive speed is maximum speed and variable. ©2007 by LynnBay, Inc. All rights reserved. Intel, the Intel logo, Centrino and the Centrino logo, Intel Core and Core Inside, are
trademarks or registered trademarks of Intel Corporation or its subsidiaries in the United States and other countries. All other companies and product names are trademarks of their respective companies. Not responsible for photo or typographical errors.
Price and terms subject to change without notice. Depending on the options you choose, your notebook may or may not resemble systems shown above.

Compal IFL-90
■ 15.4” WSXGA+ Display w/Glare

■ Intel® Core® 2 Duo Processor 2.0GHz (T7250)
■ 512MB NVIDIA® GeForce™ 8600M GT Graphics

■ 1GB DDR2 SDRAM at 667MHz
■ 80GB 5400RPM Serial ATA 150 Hard Drive

■ 8X Max. Super-Multi DVDRW Dual Layer Drive
■ A LynnBay fully customizable notebook

$1229

Guaranteed to Blow Your Mind.  

800.449.2055
LynnBay.com

Asus G2S-B1
■ 17.1” WUXGA Display with Glare

■ Intel® Core® 2 Duo Processor 2.4GHz (T7700) 
w/1GB Turbo Memory

■ 256MB NVIDIA® GeForce™ 8600M GT Graphics 
■ 2GB DDR2 SDRAM at 667MHz

■ 200GB 7200RPM Serial 
ATA 150 Hard Drive

■ 8X Max. Super-Multi DVDRW
Dual Layer Drive w/Light Scribe

■ Fully upgradeable to meet
your computing needs!

$2139

ASUS VX2S-B1B
■ Lamborghini Co-Branding Notebook
■ Black or Yellow Piano Painting and 

Leather Palm Rest
■ 15.4” WSXGA+ Display with Glare
■ Intel® Core® 2 Duo Processor 2.4GHz (T7700) 

w/1GB Turbo Memory
■ 512MB NVIDIA® GeForce™ 8600M GT Graphics
■ 2GB DDR2 SDRAM at 667MHz
■ 200GB 7200RPM Serial ATA 150 Hard Drive
■ 8X Max. Super-Multi DVDRW Dual Layer 

Drive w/Light Scribe
■ Lamborghini Logo Carrying Case and 

Bluetooth Mouse

$2909

Clevo M570RU
■ 17.0” WSXGA+ Display 

■ Intel® Core® 2 Duo Processor 
2.0GHz (T7250) 

■ 512MB NVIDIA® GeForce™

8700M GT Graphics 
■ 1GB DDR2 SDRAM at 667MHz

■ 80GB 5400RPM Serial ATA 150 Hard Drive
■ 8X Max. Super-Multi DVDRW Dual Layer Drive

■ Integrated Bluetooth and 
Intel® PRO/Wireless 4965 AGN LAN

■ A LynnBay fully customizable notebook
$1692



DDR3 IS THE THIRD GENERATION of double-data-rate 
(DDR) memory, promising record speeds and a host of im-
provements over the now-ubiquitous DDR2. While it’s true that 
the hottest DDR3 modules are reaching hypersonic speeds, 
their prices are currently stratospheric.

OCZ’s $678.75 DDR3 PC3-14400 Platinum Edition includes two 
1GB DDR3 modules that are guaranteed to run at up to 1,800MHz. 
OCZ’s heat-sink-equipped modules have a latency rating of 8-8-8-
27, which is better than many slower 1,333MHz modules currently 
available. They’re backed by a lifetime warranty.

To reach 1,800MHz, however, you’ll need to overclock your 
motherboard’s front-side bus (FSB), and the rest of your system 
may not be able to reach fast-enough speeds to max out the 
memory’s performance. We reached 1,800MHz on an Asus P5K3 
Deluxe motherboard, but on the Gigabyte P35C-D3SR we used for 
comparative testing, we could only push the FSB far enough for 
the memory to reach 1,740MHz.

The OCZ DDR3 memory showed a clear win in video editing. 
Our multithreaded MPEG-2 rendering test using Sony Vegas 7.0 
dropped from 8 minutes and 18 seconds to 7 minutes and 22 
seconds when we swapped in the DDR3 RAM. iTunes audio con-
version saw a slight speedup, dropping from 6 minutes and 45 
seconds to 6 minutes and 24 seconds. Most other applications, 

however, showed only 
negligible increases.

We did see speedups 
across the board in our tests, 
but only video rendering and 
similar memory-and-CPU-
intensive tasks are likely to 
make you feel like you’re 
getting enough bang for your 
buck, at the moment. Still, it’s 
clear that DDR3’s additional 
performance will make it the 
standard for performance-
oriented machines—once 
prices drop. —Denny Atkin

THE NAME IS VIRTUALLY the only unwieldy thing about 
the Gigabyte GA-MA69GM-S2H motherboard. This compact 
AMD-chipset board offers a full set of ports and features, 
plus plenty of expansion capability, all for around $75.

The board’s Socket AM2 accepts Athlon X2, Athlon 64, or 
Sempron processors. The AMD 690 chipset includes built-in 
Radeon X1250 graphics, offering full (if pokey) DirectX 9 sup-
port, muscle enough to drive all of Windows Vista’s Aero ef-
fects, and excellent video-playback capabilities for DVD and 
high-definition video (Blu-ray and HD DVD). The chipset isn’t 
well-suited to 3D gaming, however. 

The GA-MA69GM-S2H’s MicroATX form factor will fit in 
small entertainment-PC 
cases, as well as full-size 
ATX cases. The board 
is well-equipped for its 
size, with support for up 
to 10 USB 2.0 ports and 
three FireWire connec-
tors. For storage, you’ll 
find four Serial ATA hard 
drive ports, as well as IDE
and floppy connectors. 
Expansion capabilities 
are good for a compact 
board, with four DDR2 
memory slots, one PCI
Express (PCIe) x16 slot, 

one PCIe x4 slot, and two PCI slots. The GA-MA69GM-S2H
includes some overclocking capabilities, but there’s no way 
to adjust memory voltage.

The GA-MA69GM-S2H will pipe an image to just about any 
kind of display—it’s got a dual-link DVI port, as well as VGA, 
High-Definition Multimedia Interface (HDMI), component, 
and S-Video outputs. Not only can two of these be active 
simultaneously, but you can also drop in an ATI Radeon PCIe
x16 video card to drive up to four displays at once. You can 
transmit stereo, AC3, and DTS audio from the onboard 
Realtek eight-channel HD audio chip. —D.A.
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THE LOGITECH MX AIR cordless mouse lets you send long-
distance commands with hand gestures in the air, mak-
ing it ideal for controlling an entertainment PC from 
across the room.

To set it up, just connect its tiny receiver to 
your PC’s USB port, and it’ll instantly come 
to life. Its tear-drop shape makes it com-
fortable to hold in the air. Unfortunately, 
the MX Air has no grooves for your thumb, 
so when you’re using it conventionally on 
a desk, it’s not the most ergonomic mouse 

around. And 
despite its high 
price of $149.99, it 
has only a modest 800-dot-
per-inch resolution.

In addition to left and 
right buttons, the mouse 
has dedicated back, select, 
play/pause, and volume 
buttons that glow or-
ange when the mouse is 
switched on. Instead of a 
scroll wheel, the mouse 
comes with a touch-sensi-

tive strip. 
Glide your finger 

up or down the strip, and 
the mouse makes an audible 

clicking sound that mimics a scroll 
wheel. Slide your finger a little faster, and not 

only will you scroll through documents more quickly, but the 
speed of the clicks increases, too.

We had no trouble opening folders, browsing through pic-
tures, or even dragging individual files to the trash with arm 
gestures. There’s a slight learning curve to Logitech’s motion 
control when using the mouse in the air, but nothing you 
can’t master after a day’s use. It worked well with both Apple’s 
iTunes and Microsoft’s Windows Media Player software on a 
Windows PC. There is no support for Mac OS X, however.

—Louis Ramirez

IF YOU’RE LOOKING for a lean, totally wireless keyboard-and-
mouse combo, the $79.99 Kensington Ci70 Desktop Set is a 
great bet.

The Ci70 is notable for its sleek, low-profile design. Kens-
ington says the keyboard is roughly 35 percent thinner than 
a standard multimedia model, but it seems much leaner. It’s 
a trimmed-down multimedia keyboard that eliminates 
boundless buttons in favor of a limited selection that will 
serve the average user well. 
You get quick-launch 
controls for applica-
tions and basic 
controls for 

media-player operation.
The wireless mouse is sim-

ilarly svelte. It’s a comfort-
able, responsive pointer with 
a symmetrical design, mak-
ing it a great choice for lefties. 
You can dock the mouse at 
the top center of the key-
board; when the mouse is 
docked, the PC is automati-
cally dispatched to Sleep mode. The set is easy to set up: it simply 
connects to your PC wirelessly via a single USB dongle.

We liked the feel of the Ci70—in part, because we use 
laptops as much as we use desktops, and the Ci70 feels 
much like an oversize laptop keyboard. It doesn’t have the 
deep key travel or tactile response of traditional desktop 
keyboards, however, so those accustomed to desktop typing 
may not like the feel. Speed typists, on the other hand, will 
be able to race across the keyboard because it requires less 
effort to depress the keys.

Kensington provides a five-year warranty and includes free 
technical support. The company says the combo should deliver 
up to six months of battery life. —Rik Fairlie





THE $249 HP PHOTOSMART A826 works exceedingly well 
as a stand-alone photo printer. Its user interface is so well-
designed that it’s likely to make photo editing accessible (and 
fun) to younger kids and other family members who aren’t 
tech-savvy. 

Dominating the vaguely egg-shaped device is a 7-inch 
touch screen. Flip open the 
door below it to reveal slots 
for CompactFlash, Memory 
Stick/Duo, SD, and xD-
Picture Card media, as 
well as a USB port for 
thumb drives or PictBridge-
equipped cameras. Print-
ing is as easy as choosing 
images with your finger 
or stylus, then tapping the 
printer icon to the side of 
the screen.

You can perform basic 
edits on your pictures, including red-eye removal, cropping, 
and brightness adjustments. The real fun comes from tap-
ping the Get Creative menu, which lets you add captions, 
frames, clip art, and free-form doodles to your images. 

As for the prints themselves, the A826 can deliver 4x6- or 
5x7-inch photos, and it supports some odd-size media such 
as 4x8-inch photo cards and photo-sticker paper. The HP 110 
Tricolor Print Cartridge it uses costs about $20 and is rated for 
roughly 55 4x6 prints. (Note, though: The included “starter” 
cartridge is good for only 10 to 20 prints.)

Print quality is excellent, particularly for a three-color 
printer. Detail is very good, and we saw no dithering, though 
color intensity was a bit exaggerated. Printing is slow, at 1 
minute and 30 seconds for 4x6 prints (about 30 seconds slow-
er than other snapshot printers we’ve tested) and 1 minute 
and 45 seconds for 5x7s. —Denny Atkin

THE DELL COLOR LASER PRINTER 1320c delivers qual-
ity 600x600dpi color and fast monochrome prints at a very 
affordable $229, making it a good choice for home or small-
business users.

The 1320c is small enough to fit on your desk, but unless 
you have lots of room to spare, you’ll find yourself in pretty 
cramped quarters. Setting it up took about 15 minutes, and 

the process was fairly easy. 
You don’t get a lot of op-
tions with this printer—it 
lacks automatic duplexing 
or room for a second paper 
tray. One important one is 
available, however: You can 
configure it as a network 
printer with an optional 
$50 adapter. 

The 1320c ships with four 
standard-capacity toner car-
tridges (cyan, magenta, yel-
low, and black), with a rated 

yield of 1,000 pages. High-capacity cartridges (2,000 pages) 
are also available. 

 The 1320c performed well on both our color- and mono-
chrome-print tests. Color quality was admirable for such an 
inexpensive printer, especially when it came to reproducing 
flesh tones and shades of gray, although it can’t match the 
color quality of a high-end photo inkjet for photo prints. Text 
output was sharp and well-defined—even the smallest fonts 
were crisp and easy to read. 

Although we didn’t reach the optimal 16-page-per-minute 
(ppm) black and 12ppm color output Dell claims, we did man-
age to print a 16-page monochrome document in 1 minute 
and 2 seconds. Likewise, a 10-page document containing lots 
of color photos, charts, and various font styles and weights 
took 1 minute and 4 seconds to print.  —John R. Delaney
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THE 22-INCH MULTISYNC LCD225WXM from NEC is a wide-
screen display designed for the business sector—and it looks the 
part. The monitor has a no-nonsense appearance and a $352.26 
price tag that will keep office managers happy. But it has some 
appealing features for general consumers and is a solid choice 
for everyday use—even if its performance isn’t stellar.

The LCD225WXM has typical specs for a monitor in its 
size and price class: a native resolution of 1,680x1,050, a 
pixel pitch of 0.28mm, a contrast ratio of 1,000-to-1, and a 
brightness of 300 candelas per square meter. It also boasts 
a fast response time of 5 milliseconds.

What earmarks this 
model as a business monitor 
is its adjustable stand. You 
can easily swivel and tilt the 
panel, and the height adjust-
ment allows for a few inches 
of travel. As for the rest of 
the design, the monitor is as 
basic as it gets, though stur-
dily constructed. One nice 
surprise is the set of built-
in, downward-firing stereo 
speakers that provide good 
volume and a bit of bass.

Performance-wise, the LCD225WXM had limitations. Overall 
color performance was decent, but in our DisplayMate (www.
displaymate.com) tests, the monitor produced very weak results 
with gray-scale output, particularly when using an analog con-
nection. We also noticed some issues with high-contrast and 
midrange streaking, where we noted unwanted shadows on a 
black-to-white transition. (This wasn’t an issue with a digital con-
nection, though.) These demerits could be deal breakers if you 
need a monitor that can handle precise color work or photos.

NEC backs the monitor with a three-year warranty and 24/7 
support. —Les Shu

THE ASUS PG221 is a gamer’s display: This 22-incher offers a 
2-millisecond response rate, great-sounding speakers, and an 
abundance of inputs. But at $599.95, the quality will cost you.

In addition to the fast pixel-response rate, this solidly built 
monitor delivers a contrast ratio of 1,000-to-1 and a resolution of 
1,680x1,050. Brightness is rated at 300 candelas per square meter. 

The monitor includes an adjustable 1.3-mega-
pixel Webcam that relays crisp im-

ages and video. Also onboard 
are three USB ports, as well 
as mic and headphone 
jacks. Asus has also packed 
in an array of multimedia 
connections, including 
VGA, DVI-D (HDCP-
compliant), composite, 
S-Video, and compo-
nent. 

The PG221’s most 
notable extra, how-
ever, is its integrated 
2.1-speaker system, 

which comprises two 5-watt ste-

reo satellites and a 15-watt 
subwoofer. The speakers 
yielded the most impressive 
sound we’ve heard from a 
monitor. 

Setup was simple; only 
the Webcam required 
driver installation. Navi-
gating the illogical menu 
structure of the onscreen display controls was a hassle, 
however. We had a couple of other nits: We wish Asus 
had included better documentation, and we found the 
four-in-one cable for VGA/audio/mic/USB a bit clunky.

In our DisplayMate (www.displaymate.com) tests, the 
monitor turned in excellent gray-scale and color-tracking 
results, and text fonts were easily readable down to 6 points. 
In our Doom 3 tests, the monitor’s performance was crisp at 
1,280x1,024 pixels but demonstrated some unsightly hori-
zontal jaggies when linked via D-Sub. When connected via 
DVI, however, gameplay was gorgeous. DVD performance 
was very good in analog mode, but once again the results 
were noticeably better with DVI. 

Asus provides a three-year warranty. —Rik Fairlie





AT JUST UNDER $1,000 for a kit that includes two general-
purpose lenses, the 10-megapixel Olympus Evolt E-510 is an 
ideal camera for anyone looking to step up from a point-and-
shoot to a versatile digital single-lens-reflex (dSLR) model.

The E-510’s build quality is solid and fairly well-balanced, 
though its knobs and buttons lack the smooth tactile sensa-

tion of slightly more-expen-
sive cameras. The zoom and 
focus rings on the lenses 
have the right amount of 
resistance, but the lens 
mounts are made of plas-
tic, not metal. Still, these 
are appropriate sacrifices 
without making the E-510
feel like it skimps on build 
quality.

Operationally, the E-510 is 
a pleasure to use. The but-
tons are laid out well, and 
the camera’s features are 
easy to access. Autofocus is 
generally fast, and the cam-

era is snappy and responsive. We noted a slight delay when 
the camera starts up (owing to an automatic sensor clean-
ing), but, at just over one second, it isn’t a major obstacle. The
only significant ergonomic drawback to the E-510 is its menu 
system, which appears dated and unpolished.

Because the E-510 uses a sensor-based system, in which 
the image stabilizer is built into the camera body, it makes 
image stabilization available with any Olympus lens. (That
said, lens-based stabilization is usually more effective.)

The E-510 takes pictures that are as good as those of any 
10-megapixel camera in its class. The camera produces 
images with low noise at virtually all ISO levels, with 
excellent resolution and accurate, natural-looking colors. 
Our test shots were crisp and punchy, with good contrast. 
—John B. Stafford

WITH THE $279.99 Exilim EX-S880, the company is 
aiming squarely at YouTube users, offering features that 
let you easily shoot and upload clips to the über-popular 
video site.

The 8.1-megapixel EX-S880 measures a highly compact 
3.7x2.4x0.7 inches and weighs roughly 5 ounces with its 
battery and an SD memory card installed. It has a 3x opti-
cal zoom lens, and the 2.8-inch LCD is adequately view-
able even in direct sunlight. The screen’s 14-to-9 aspect 
ratio leaves space for an options bar that lets you quickly 

change settings, even 
while you’re shooting. 

The real novelties here 
are the 39 scene modes, 
with two optimized for 
shooting eBay pictures and 
YouTube videos. Also, the 
EX-S880 bundles upload 
software that puts your 
video on YouTube in three 
easy steps; the software is 
Windows-only, however. 
Also, because video on 
YouTube looks poor by 
nature, the camera can’t 
do much to improve the 

results. The EX-S880’s video does look good when you’re 
not viewing it on the movie site.

The EX-S880 is a speedy performer, with a startup time 
of about a second and similar shot-to-shot time. Even 
deploying the flash didn’t affect speeds much, with the 
camera going shot-to-shot in about two seconds.

The camera takes great snapshots with good color and 
detail, especially outdoors. Images taken in low-light 
situations (up to ISO 800), however, won’t look as good as 
those shot below ISO 400.

Overall, the EX-S880 is one of the better slim point-and-
shoots we’ve tested, with a lot of cool, useful features 
that outweigh its minor negatives. —Joshua Goldman





WITH ITS SEXY DESIGN, excellent sound quality, and 
palatable price ($119 for a 2GB version and $169 for a 4GB
version), the Samsung YP-K3 could be a compelling rival 
to Apple’s iPod Nano, but its touch-sensitive controls 
aren’t for everyone. 

Although the YP-K3 is a bit bigger (3.8x1.7x0.3 inches) 
and heavier (1.8 ounces) 
than the second-gen-
eration Nano, its design 
is fresh and eye-catch-
ing. Our review unit came 
in a slim, shiny red case 
with chrome trim. (It’s 
also available in black or 
green.) The device also 
features a 1.8-inch color 
screen that can display 
JPEG photos. Adding to the 
YP-K3’s sleek, futuristic 
look are its blue-backlit, 
touch-sensitive controls, 
which work well, though 

we still prefer controls with tactile feedback. 
The YP-K3 offers little beyond basic features. Music 

playback is limited to only MP3, WMA, and ASF files. (You 
also get support for protected WMA tracks from online 
stores like Napster, as well as subscription services.) An 
FM tuner and a basic photo viewer are the only extra 
features on board. The device automati-
cally syncs with Windows PCs 
when connected via 
its proprietary 
USB cable. Note, 
though, that it 
can’t be used 
as a thumb drive, 
and it won’t work 
with Macs.

Sound quality 
was above average 
in our tests, with 
clear detail, a dis-
cernible midrange, 
and decent bass. But 
a couple of things 
annoyed us: the 
player’s lack of gapless 
playback, and the fact 
that each track starts 
playback with a fade-
in. The battery lasted 21 
hours and 34 minutes in 
our drain test, an excellent 
score for a flash-memory-
based player. —Erin Kandel

A SLEEKER LOOK, improved controls, and excellent multi-
media features make the LG Chocolate VX8550 music phone 
much sweeter than its predecessor, the VX8500. 

Available from Verizon for $129.99 (when purchased with a 
two-year service contract), the 3.2-ounce VX8550 keeps the at-
tractive slider design of the original Chocolate, where a flick of 
the thumb raises the screen to reveal a spacious, comfortable 

numeric keypad. 
The most notable design 

update is a much-improved 
navigational wheel, which 
replaces the original model’s 
too-finicky touch controls. Not 
abandoning touch controls 
altogether, LG kept four backlit 
touch-sensitive buttons sur-
rounding the scroll wheel, but 
they vibrate on contact—a 
handy improvement.

In the communication 
department, the VX8550 excels. Sound quality was excellent for 
both normal and speakerphone calls, while wireless Web surf-
ing via Verizon’s EV-DO network was speedy.

The VX8550 also works well as a digital audio player. The mu-
sic interface is straightforward, and the phone has a dedicated 
music button that instantly summons your playlist. To store 
your music, the VX8550 supports MicroSD cards up to 4GB. Tunes 
sounded great with both wired and Bluetooth headphones, and 
the quality from the phone’s built-in speaker wasn’t bad, either.

You also get a 1.3-megapixel camera, which captures still 
images and video. It lacks a flash, but pics looked decent in 
adequate light. Video playback was smooth, although the 
picture was grainy, with lots of artifacts. As for battery life, 
LG rates the VX8550 for just over four hours of usage and 
promises a standby time of over 14 days. —Wendy Sheehan





ILIFE ’08 IS FAITHFUL to the top-value tradition of Apple’s 
popular multimedia-software suite, offering powerful, easy-
to-use tools for creating and editing images, video, music, 
and Web sites.

Current Mac owners will find plenty of reasons to justify 
the reasonable $79 price tag—especially hard-core YouTube 
users or .Mac members. The latter are the only ones who 
will get full use of all of iLife ’08’s sharing and Internet 
features, however.

iPhoto now lets you split your images into Events, or 
collections of photos, for instant organization and easy 
viewing, though its editing features lack a simple way to do 
custom image resizing. GarageBand is now geared more to-
ward newbies or casual musicians looking to get their feet 
wet making digital music; the Magic GarageBand feature 
is a fun and easy way to create music for videos or slide 
shows. Apple’s blog and Web-site builder, iWeb, now lets 
you switch themes on the fly, pop Web widgets onto your 
site for pulling in live content from other sites, and easily 
integrate Google Maps and AdSense into your pages. 

iMovie’s greatly simplified interface and workflow are 
tailor-made for users more concerned with posting their 
work to YouTube than having professional-level control 
over a project. This might irk some video experts; you also 
can’t import old projects, and the software’s system re-
quirements are high. But the installation process doesn’t 

overwrite iMovie HD, 
the old version of the 
software, so you can use 
either as the situation re-
quires. Apple is terminat-
ing support for the earlier 
program, however.

The last app, iDVD, sees 
little more than some new 
themes, menu-customiza-
tion options, and improved 
encoding. But given the 
reasonable price, there’s a 
lot to like in iLife ’08.

—Joshua Goldman

IF YOU HAVE a hundred bucks and a burning desire for a ter-
rific, easy-to-learn image-editing program, Corel’s Paint Shop
Pro Photo X2 will make you smile. Whether you’re a novice 
or a professional, it has lots to offer.

Of all the new features and enhancements on display, 
the first you’ll notice is the interface itself, which has been 
spruced up from previous versions. The neutral, dark-gray 
background makes your images stand out more sharply, and 
you’ll be able to make more-accurate color adjustments.

Another big enhancement is the new Express Lab, which 
lets you flip through photos in a selected folder and do a bit 
of basic editing on the fly (straightening, cropping, and de-

leting). This is especially 
handy for those who 
capture zillions of im-
ages; you can toss out the 
subpar pictures and do 
a quick first editing pass 
on the promising ones, 
saving more-involved ed-
its for later. We do wish, 
though, that sharpening 
was included; it’s the 
most commonly used 
quick fix.

Advanced photogra-
phers will find features 
such as High Dynamic 

Range Photo Merge and Layer Styles, the latter for applying 
dynamic effects to entire layers. Novices, on the other hand, 
will appreciate the enhanced Crop tool, as well as makeover 
tools such as Thinify (for shedding unwanted pounds), and 
Eye Drops (for removing eyeball redness from hay-fever—or 
hangover—sufferers).

If this version of Paint Shop Pro has a weakness, it’s high-
end print output: CMYK support is limited to splitting im-
ages into four channels. This is a minor quibble for most of 
us, though, and we think that Paint Shop Pro’s outstanding 
ease of use and rich toolkit make it a great investment for 
photo buffs. —Susan Glinert
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on gas and auto
purchases*

5%
Up To

Intro APR**



CONTEMPORARY & INNOVATIVE

INTRODUCING THE NEW B2,
GUNDAM AND 600W PSU.
CUTTING-EDGE FORM AND FUNCTION THAT

LEAVE OTHERS IN THE DUST

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

As a top quality supplier to major PC manufacturers worldwide since 1986, In-Win

continues to deliver computer products that offer unparalleled style and function.

Innovative design and cutting-edge features is just part of what makes In-Win an

industry leader.  If you’re a gamer looking for a little bit more, take a look at their

latest chassis and PSU.  Hold on tight!

MEET THE XTREME SERIES’ B2 STEALTH BOMBER.
The Ultimate Striking
Force.  There’s no lack
of style and benefits to
In-Win’s Xtreme Series
B2.  Inspired by the B2
Stealth bomber, its 
W-shaped side panel air
intakes provide ventila-
tion while evoking the
unique lines of the
bomber.  Staying true
to the B2, the fighter
jet-like auto-sensing
front door simulates 
the canopy of a fighter
jet.  Its touch-sensitive
mechanism activates

the front cover, automatically gliding it open and closed.
Don’t miss the chance to enhance your gaming experience
with the B2! 

GLIMPSE INTO THE FUTURE: GUNDAM THE CONQUEROR.
If you’re looking for a case that not only looks like it’s from
the future, but will take you well into it, then the GunDam
is the way to go.  The robot-inspired front door evokes the
strength of a valiant guardian. Forged out of aluminum, the
firm lines of the front plate and electroplated detailing con-
vey the aesthetic of a futuristic machine world.

Both the B2 and GunDam come equipped with 4 fans*, 
11 drive bays, patented Smart 3D air duct and anti-shocked
rail. Not only do these chassis have great form and function,
but putting it together is easy. The patented anti-shocked
drive rail is designed to make installation easier and provide

stability and vibration-
absorbed for your 
system.  And, the 
tool-free mechanical
design is second to
none. With screwless
I/O expansion slots,
side/front fan, and
swerving HDD cage, assembling either case is a fun, easy
and enjoyable experience.

POWER-UP YOUR SYSTEM WITH THE 600W PSU.

When buying a PSU, you look for high performance, 
efficiency, safety and ease of use.  The new 600W PSU has
all these things and more.  The 600W is unique in boasting
fully automated thermostatic on-off controls and six ultra-
powerful features. It provides highly efficient power output,
allowing a system to run at its smoothest and at the highest
input and output efficiency, a result of the 600W’s advanced
technology and precise electrical circuit design.  And, its
built-in protection from five major hazards of overheating,

over current, over voltage, over power, and short-
circuiting means no more worries! 

The 600W is certified by
80 PLUS, promising 80%
efficiency or more and 
is also certified by 
NVIDIA SLI.

To learn more about these two exceptional

cases, or the entire In-Win product line, visit

w w w . i n - w i n . c o m

The In-Win Xtreme Series B2 chassis

The In-Win 600W PSU

The In-Win GunDam case

* Two standard 12 cm rear/front fans and two optional side fans.
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BEST
TECH

Computer 
Shopper
selects the 
best hardware, 
software, and 
services to hit 
the market 
this year. See 
what’s in it 
for you.

By the Editors of Computer Shopper}



BUDGET PC
ZT Element 2005Xa
The Element’s generous 2GB 
of RAM is enough by itself to 
push it to the head of the bud-
get-PC pack. But ZT offers a 
mail-in-rebate bonus package 
containing a 2GB flash drive 
and a USB-based digital-TV 
receiver, making this deal 
even sweeter.
ZT Group International
www.ztgroup.com • $499.95

MIDRANGE PC
Dell Inspiron 531
With its attractive looks, wide 
assortment of expansion and 
connectivity options, and 
impressive price, the Inspiron 
531 is a fine choice for anyone 
looking for a moderately pow-
erful desktop that can handle 
everyday tasks without break-
ing a sweat.
Dell • www.dell.com 
$929 (base model)

HIGH-END PC
Polywell Poly P503
With the P503, Polywell proved 
you don’t have to break the bank 
completely to achieve extraordi-
nary performance. This scorcher 
gets extra doses of oomph from 
its Intel Core 2 Extreme QX6850 
processor and 2GB of DDR3 RAM. 
Great graphics, cooling, and ex-
pandability make this PC seem 
like even more of a value for its 
(admittedly pricey) class.
Polywell Computers 
www.polywell.com
$4,199 (base model)

GAMING PC
Dell XPS 710 H2C
When a system’s chassis is based 
on the design of a jet engine, the 
PC inside had better smoke, and 
Dell’s extreme enthusiast model 
does just that. Terrific perfor-
mance, unique looks, and a rea-
sonable price (relatively speaking, 
that is) make this system—and 

its current successor, the XPS 
720 H2C—the game boxes to 
beat in 2007.
Dell • www.dell.com • $5,999 
(base model, XPS 720 H2C)

ENTERTAINMENT PC
Alienware Hangar18 HD
Entertainment Center
It may not shine when used 
for intensive computing, but the 
Hangar18 HD Entertainment 
Center offers excellent sound and 
picture quality, up to 2 terabytes 
of hard drive storage, and more 
than enough audio and video 
connectivity options to sate the 
most dedicated of videophiles.
Alienware • www.alienware.
com • $1,999 (base model)

SMALL-FORM-
FACTOR PC
HP Compaq Presario DC7800
Perhaps no system stunned us 
quite as much in 2007 as the 
DC7800, which is the size of a 

college textbook but pumped 
out outstanding productivity 
performance. It’s designed for 
businesses—and certainly not 
for gaming—but it packs serious 
computing punch in a pint-size 
package like no other desktop we 
saw this year.
Hewlett-Packard • www.
hp.com • $695 (base model)

ALL-IN-ONE PC
Apple iMac
The crew in Cupertino has man-
aged to make the new aluminum-
and-glass-clad iMac even more 
slick than its already attractive 
predecessor. Great performance 
and lots of extras, including a 
built-in video camera, integrated 
next-gen 802.11n and Bluetooth 
wireless, and the smartly updated 
iLife ’08 multimedia suite only 
add to this head-turning all-in-
one. (See our review on p. 16.) 
Apple • www.apple.com 
$1,199 to $2,299 (base models)

DESKTOPS

Apple
iMac

Dell XPS 
710 H2C

Alienware 
Hangar18 
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BUDGET LAPTOP
HP Pavilion DV6000z
The DV6000z looks like it 
should cost more than it does. 
It features HP’s slick high-gloss 
design, touch-sensitive media 
controls, a spacious keyboard, 
a bright 15.4-inch display, and 
respectable performance for its 
class. And considering its budget 
price (which periodic promotions 
tend to knock down even fur-
ther), now practically anyone can 
afford to compute in style.
Hewlett-Packard 
www.hp.com
$699.99 (base model)

MIDSIZE LAPTOP
Gateway E-265M
The 6-pound E-265M delivers 
a bit more than you might ex-
pect, including a smudge-proof, 
scratch-resistant exterior and 
an aluminum palm rest—not 
to mention the updated Intel 
Centrino platform at its core. The 
E-265M is a good all-around per-
former with excellent battery life. 
Plus, the tough outer shell, inner 
magnesium frame, and hard 
drive “roll cage” prepare it for on-
the-go use by business travelers, 
students, and families alike.
Gateway • www.gateway.com 
$1,299 (base model)

THIN-AND-LIGHT
LAPTOP
Apple MacBook Pro
Only Apple could manage to 
fit a 15.4-inch wide-screen 
LCD into a chassis just an 
inch thick. The fact that 
this chassis is sumptuous 
brushed aluminum and 
weighs just 5.4 pounds makes 
the MacBook Pro all the more 
alluring, as does the strong 
performance from its Intel 
Core 2 Duo CPU and dedi-
cated nVidia graphics engine. 
Add in Apple’s Front Row 
media software and recently 
revamped iLife ’08 suite, and 
you’ve got an unbeatable 
bundle. (See our review on 
p. 22.)
Apple • www.apple.com 
$1,999 (base model)

ULTRAPORTABLE
LAPTOP
Toshiba Portégé R500
How much notebook can you 
squeeze into 2.4 pounds? 
How about a 12.1-inch wide-
screen LCD, a full-size key-
board, a full assortment of 
ports, and even an onboard 
DVD burner? That’s what 
Toshiba managed with the 
Portégé R500. It delivers 

excellent battery life (thanks 
in part to its miserly-but-
bright LED-backlit screen) 
and enough power for typi-
cal office chores, in a pack-
age that’s ready for the road 
when you are. (See our review 
on p. 22.)
Toshiba America
www.toshiba.com
$1,999 (base model)

GAMING LAPTOP
Alienware Area-51 m9750
The Area-51 m9750 was the 
most powerful gaming note-
book we’ve tested to date, 
and even-faster components 
(available around the time 
you read this) will make this 
stellar package that much bet-
ter. To double your pleasure, 
the m9750 can be purchased 
with two hard drives, twin 
nVidia GPUs, and, of course, a 
dual-core CPU. Plus, you can 
order the glossy 17-inch wide-
screen display in a stunning 
version with a 1,920x1,200 
native resolution that’s fit for 
playing games at maxed-out 
settings and watching high-
definition movies on the op-
tional Blu-ray optical drive.
Alienware • www.alienware.
com • $2,099 (base model)

ENTERTAINMENT
LAPTOP
HP Pavilion HDX Entertain-
ment Notebook PC
What do you get when you 
combine a fairly powerful PC, a 
20-inch high-definition LCD TV 
set, an HD DVD player, a TiVo, a 
DVD recorder, and a stereo into 
a clamshell laptop case? The 
HDX, in all its 16-pound glory. If 
you’re in the market for a home 
PC that can double as an enter-
tainment hub—and even travel 
occasionally—this behemoth is 
just the ticket.
Hewlett-Packard • www.
hp.com • $2,999 (base model)

TABLET PC
HP Pavilion TX1000
With the Pavilion TX1000, HP 
aims to bring Tablet PCs out of 
the business world and into 
the consumer realm. It fea-
tures the sleek, glossy Imprint 
design of other Pavilion mod-
els, and the 12.1-inch display 
swivels and folds to turn this 
4.2-pound laptop into a full-
fledged tablet. If your work 
style includes lots of note-
taking in addition to typing, 
check out this convertible.
Hewlett-Packard • www.
hp.com • $1,099 (base model)

NOTEBOOKS
HP 

Pavilion
HDX

Alienware 
Area-51 
m9750



CELL PHONE 
LG Chocolate VX8550 
The second version of LG’s 
Chocolate phone, the VX8550 
improves on its predecessor with 
a more attractive, curvier design. 
It also incorporates a mechanical 
wheel that allows for more-
efficient menu scrolling than the 
older model’s finicky touch-
sensitive panel did. (See our 
review on p. 40.) 
LG Electronics • us.lge.com 
$129.99 (with two-year 
Verizon Wireless contract) 

HEADSET 
Aliph Jawbone Bluetooth 
The Jawbone is one of the few 
Bluetooth headsets that don’t 
make you look like an extra on 
Star Trek. Designed by much-in-
demand Yves Behar, it also uses a 
military-grade noise shield. With 
three microphones, automatic 
volume enhancement, and a 
voice-activity sensor that detects 
voice vibrations, the Jawbone 
makes sure you’ll be heard loud 
and clear on the other end. 
Aliph • www.jawbone.com 
$119.99 

FLASH-BASED MP3 
PLAYER 
Iriver Clix Gen 2 
The second generation of this 
small 4GB portable player is 
even sexier than its predeces-
sor—which won this award 
last year. It’s rounder and less 
boxy than the original Clix, 
but maintains the bright 2.2-
inch color screen that displays 
photos, videos, album art, and 
readable text. To navigate the 
menus, simply press on the 
sides of the front panel. The 
player supports most of the 

popular audio-file formats, 
as well as subscription-based 
Digital Rights Management-
protected music. Sound qual-
ity is superb. 
Iriver America • www.
iriveramerica.com • $199.99 

HARD DRIVE MP3 
PLAYER 
Apple iPod 
Many have tried aping the 
iPod’s iconic aesthetic, but 
most have failed. Despite the 
deluge of competing players, 
Apple’s iPod still reigns su-
preme. At press time, the iPod 
Touch was just announced, 
offering many of the iPhone’s 
features: a touch-screen in-
terface, built-in Wi-Fi, and the 
Safari Web browser. The result: 
The competition is further 
behind than ever. 
Apple • www.apple.com
$249 (30GB); $349 (80GB) 

IPOD ACCESSORY
Altec Lansing inMotion iM600 
Speaker systems for iPods 
are a dime a dozen, but Altec 
Lansing’s iM600 stands out from 
the crowd. While it will blast 
quality sound from your iPod (or 
other sources via an auxiliary 
jack), the iM600 also includes a 
built-in FM tuner if you decide to 
go old-school. The rechargeable 
lithium-ion battery lets you take 
it on the road, and the alarm 
clock will jolt you out of bed 
with tunes of your choice. 
Altec Lansing • www.
alteclansing.com • $149.95 

PORTABLE VIDEO 
PLAYER 
Archos 704 WiFi 
The Archos 704 WiFi excels 

at multitasking: It’s a highly 
capable media player with a 
large 7-inch screen and excel-
lent video playback. But it 
also lets you surf the Web via 
built-in Wi-Fi and the Opera 
browser. Plus, you can use the 
704 WiFi to stream media from 
a networked PC. How’s that for 
on-the-go entertainment? 
Archos • www.archos.com 
$549.99 

HEADPHONES 
Shure SE310 Sound Isolating 
Earphones 
They’re not cheap, and some 
people might find the snug 
fit of in-ear headphones un-
comfortable. But if you want 
fantastic audio reproduc-
tion and sound quality from 
your portable player or home 
stereo, the SE310 earphones 
can’t be beat. They come with 
a variety of ear tips so you 
can find the right fit, and the 
included modular cable en-
sures you won’t be tripped up 
by an unwieldy cord. 
Shure • www.shure.com 
$299.99 

GPS DEVICE
Magellan CrossOverGPS
Some GPS devices are designed 
for driving, some for hiking, and 
others for boating. Magellan’s 
CrossOverGPS does all three—
integrating in-car, outdoor, and 
marine navigation—and excels 
at them all. The ruggedized 
device features great bat-
tery life, and even throws in 
a digital music player and 
photo viewer. 
Magellan Navigation
www.magellangps.com
$399.99 

USB MEMORY DEVICE
SanDisk Cruzer Titanium 
How does SanDisk’s Cruzer 
Titanium stand out from the 
staggering array of USB flash-
memory drives available? For 
starters, it’s virtually inde-
structible. It also includes a 
handy Outlook reader that 
lets you sync your e-mail, 
contacts, and calendar fold-
ers, so you can access them 
from any host PC. You also 
get CruzerLock (a decent 
password-protection and 
encryption utility) and the 
CruzerCache backup tool. 
SanDisk • www.sandisk.com 
$34.99 (1GB); $49.99 (2GB); 
$99.99 (4GB) 

PORTABLE HARD 
DRIVE
Seagate FreeAgent Go (160GB) 
Seagate’s FreeAgent Go lets 
you carry up to 160GB of data 
in a pocketable 6.4-ounce 
package. It’s the included 
Ceedo software, however, that 
makes the drive extra-handy. 
You can tote your entire PC 
environment—browser fa-
vorites and bookmarks, pass-
words, preferences, and even 
some applications—for use 
on any PC. 
Seagate • www.seagate.com
$129.99 (80GB); $159.99 
(120GB); $189.99 (160GB)

Archos 704 
WiFi

Shure 
SE310

MOBILE



The Award-Winning IP35-PRO:

Editors’ Choice.

IP35 PRO   
TM

www.uabit.com
Universal abit USA Corporation

Universal abit products are available at these fine retailers and distributors

TM ® ®
8 Copyright 2007 Universal abit USA Corporation.  All rights reserved.  ‘abit’, the abit logo, and OTES  are trademarks of Universal abit USA Corporation.   Windows , Windows Vista  are trademarks of Microsoft Corporation.  

® ® TM   
Intel , Intel  Core 2 are trademarks of Intel Corporation.  All other brands and trademarks are the property of their respective entities. 

TM®Supports Intel  LGA775 Core 2 Extreme / Quad / Duo processors with 1333/1066/800MHz Front Side Bus 

®Intel  P35 Express chipset / ICH9R chipset Supports dual-channel DDR2 800/667/533 unbuffered non-ECC memory

Dual Gigabit Ethernet 100% Japanese-Made Solid-State Capacitors 6 x SATA 3Gb/s supports RAID 0/1/5/10

7.1-Channel HD audio with optical S/P DIF Out 2 x eSATA 3Gb/s Ports, Supports RAID 0/1

Online RetailersDistributors Retailers

www.newegg.comwww.ewiz.com1-800-856-98001-408-941-0808 1-800-237-89311-800-340-10011-800-2000-ASI www.tigerdirect.com

TM

Specifications

“Highs: A lot of them, can’t remember all – an excellent mainboard. Lows: Hardly any.” 
– Xbit Laboratories (www.xbitlabs.com), Editor’s Choice - July 19, 2007

“As usual Abit have done a sterling job bringing a board out with the P35 chipset. The board is one of the best laid 
out boards I've seen with very little to fault it and even the heatpipe cooling solution does the job admirably.” 

– Overclock3D (www.overclock3d.net), Editor’s Choice - July 25, 2007

“If I had to buy one board out of the five we've looked at today with my own money, it would probably be the IP35 
Pro, and that earns it a share of our Editor's Choice award.” 

– The Tech Report (techreport.com), Editor’s Choice - June 26, 2007

“Excellent” Award - Sakhtafzar.com
“Value for Money”Award - Overclock3D.net, July 25, 2007

“OCC Gold” Award - OverClockersClub.com, July 18, 2007

“Recommended” Award - Bit-Tech.net, July 12, 2007

Here’s a sampling of what editors have to say about the IP35-Pro:

More Awards



PROCESSOR 
Intel Core 2 Extreme QX6850
2007 was the year of quad-
core, and Intel’s increasingly 
powerful CPUs have led the 
way from the beginning. 
(AMD’s four-CPU answer to 
Intel’s challenge had not yet 
materialized at press time, 
however.) The fastest of them 
all (so far) is the Core 2 Ex-
treme QX6850, a 3GHz power-
house that bested the previous 
champ, the QX6800. Though it 
costs roughly the same as its 
predecessor did, the QX6850 
offers better overclocking abil-
ity and runs slightly cooler, 
delivering the best perfor-
mance we’ve seen all year.
Intel • www.intel.com • $999

MOTHERBOARD
Asus P5K3 Deluxe
One of the first motherboards 
to employ Intel’s P35 Express 
chipset, the P5K3 is an excellent 
choice for building a high-perfor-
mance PC. With support for cut-
ting-edge DDR3 RAM, CrossFire 
dual-graphics-card capabilities, a 
load of overclocking options, and 
lots of ports, it’s as full-featured 
as it is fast, stable, and quiet.
AsusTek Computer
usa.asus.com • $249

PC CASE
Antec P190
It costs almost as much as a 
budget desktop, but Antec’s 
P190 case has ample space, 
lots of drive bays, and other 
performance accoutrements. 
Power perks include dual-
chamber construction for heat 
and air control, five fans, two 
power supplies (totaling 1,200 
watts), two easy-to-open hard 
drive cages, and even a built-
in snake light.
Antec • www.antec.com
$499

BUDGET GRAPHICS 
CARD
ATI Radeon HD 2400 XT
It’s not a gamer’s card, but 
for the typical PC driving a 
single large monitor or a high-
definition television (HDTV), 
the ATI Radeon HD 2400 XT 
delivers excellent video qual-
ity and good Windows Vista 
performance, along with a 
High-Definition Multimedia 
Interface (HDMI) port and sup-
port for DirectX 10 (DX10), all 
at a very low price.
Advanced Micro Devices
ati.amd.com
$75 (for cards from third-
party manufacturers)

GAMING GRAPHICS 
CARD
EVGA e-GeForce 8800 GTX
Superclocked
Though certainly not cheap 
by any standard, the over-
clocked EVGA e-GeForce 8800 
GTX Superclocked pumps out 
unparalleled 3D power for 
its price. You’ll need a com-
puter big enough to hold this 
huge card, plus a major-watt-
age power supply. Possess 
those prerequisites, though, 
and the GTX will deliver 
awesome graphics.
EVGA • www.evga.com
$629.99

BUDGET LCD
HP w1907
Very few low-cost displays 
make us smile as much as the 
HP w1907 does. It’s sleek and 
beautiful, with a sturdy swivel 
stand that lets you stow a key-
board beneath the screen. This 
smooth, glossy display pairs 
well with any desktop, and its 
built-in speakers are impres-
sive. Factor in the affordable 
price and very good perfor-
mance, and you get a monitor 
that truly shines.
Hewlett-Packard
www.hp.com • $230

PERFORMANCE LCD
Dell UltraSharp 2407WFP-HC
If you’re a gamer or a graphics 
professional, you need a monitor 
that produces accurate colors and 
high frame rates. This 24-inch 
monitor meets those require-
ments, while offering many 
connectors (DVI, S-Video, compo-
nent-video, and composite-video) 
to let you use it with a cable box, 
game console, or even an old VCR. 
Other nice extras include a versa-
tile stand that swivels, tilts, pivots, 
and adjusts for height, along with 
four built-in USB ports and a mul-
tiformat memory-card reader.
Dell • www.dell.com • $679

ENTERTAINMENT LCD
ViewSonic VX1945wm 
ViewDock
The VX1945wm’s most promi-
nent feature is the iPod dock lo-
cated right in the stand’s center, 
which enables you to charge the 
player and sync it with iTunes 
on your computer. Even when 
you’re not working on your PC, 
you can play your music through 
the 19-inch display’s built-in 
speakers and subwoofer. We also 
like the four handy USB ports 
and the memory-card reader.
ViewSonic
www.viewsonic.com • $345

HARDWARE

Asus P5K3 
Deluxe

HP w1907



^ CoolerMaster Mini Aquagate Liquid Cooling System
^ Genuine Windows Vista™ Home Basic
^ NVIDIA® nForce® 570 SLI™ Dual 16X PCI-E Mainboard
^ Corsair® 4096MB PC6400 DDR-2 800 Dual Channel
^ 1TB (2X500GB) Serial ATA150 7200RPM 16mb HD
^ Dual (2) NVIDIA® 8800 GTX

with 740MB in SLI™ Mode
^ 20X DVD+-RW with Lightscribe Technology
^ 16X-DVD ROM Drive
^ 7.1 nForce® 3D Audio
^ Logitech 5.1 Subwoofer Speakers
^ Gigabit Network Card
^ PCI 802.11G 54 Mbps Wirless Network Card
^ SilverStone TJ09 Game Server Case 600Watt Power
^ 1 Year Limited Warranty

+ Lifetime Toll Free 24/7 Techsupport
^ Free 1GB Pen Drive

^ NVIDIA® nForce® 570 SLI™ Dual 16X PCI-E Mainboard
^ Genuine Windows Vista™ Home Basic
^ Corsair® 2048MB PC6400 DDR-2 800 Dual Channel
^ 320GB Serial ATA150 7200RPM 16mb Cache HD
^ Dual (2) NVIDIA® 8500 GT 512MB

16X Video in SLI™ Mode
^ 20X DVD+-RW Drive
^ 16X-DVD ROM Drive
^ 7.1 nForce® 3D Audio
^ Logitech Stereo Speakers
^ Gigabit Network Card
^ PCI 802.11G 54 Mbps Wirless Network Card
^ Antec Nine Hundred Tower Case 500Watt Power
^ 1 Year Limited Warranty

+ Lifetime Toll Free 24/7 Techsupport
^ Free 1GB Pen Drive

^  AMD Turion™ 64 X2 Mobile Technology TL-64
- AMD PowerNow! Technology

 - HyperTransport Technology
- Enhanced Virus Protection Technology

^ Genuine Windows Vista™ Home Basic
^ 15.4” WXGA Wide-Screen TFT Display 1280x800 Pixels
^ Corsair® 2048MB DDR-2 667 Dual Channel
^ 120GB 5400RPM SATA Notebook Drive
^ NVIDIA®  GeForce® Go 7600 256MB Video
^ 8X DVD+-RW Drive
^ 802.11G 54Mbps Wireless Network

10/100 NIC and 56k V.92 Modem
^ 6 Custom Colors to Choose From
^ 1 Year Limited Warranty

+ Lifetime Toll Free 24/7 Techsupport
^ Free 1GB Pen Drive
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– Get More Done in Less Time.

MADE TO DO MORE IN LESS TIME

• Run all your gadgets quickly, seamlessly and simultaneously.

• Smarter use of your time; do more in less time because 

 now you can do multiple things faster than ever before. 

• Video & photo editing, content creation and audio mixing.
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PHOTO INKJET
PRINTER
Epson Stylus Photo 1400
If you plan to archive your digital 
photos on paper, go for a high-
quality photo inkjet like the 
Stylus Photo 1400. It uses six in-
dividual color Claria high-defini-
tion ink cartridges, and can print 
onto a variety of paper stock 
and sizes (up to 13x19 inches). 
You can also print onto the top 
surfaces of inkjet-compatible 
CDs and DVDs for that profes-
sional look.
Epson America
www.epson.com • $399.99

SNAPSHOT PRINTER
HP Photosmart A820
The Photosmart A820 is a stand-
alone model that lets you print 
photos in 4x6- and 5x7-inch 
sizes. But the printer’s biggest 
draw is that it’s so easy to use 
that anyone, from kids to grand-
parents, can master it in a snap. 
A large 7-inch screen gives you 
the feel of a photo kiosk in your 
home and allows you to make 
lots of basic and fun edits to 
your photos before printing.
Hewlett-Packard
www.hp.com • $249.99

HOME 
MULTIFUNCTION
PRINTER
Canon Pixma MP470
All-in-one printers can be found 
now for under $100, but the 
Pixma MP470 is one of the few in 
this price range that actually per-
forms well. The MP470 delivers 
high-quality prints, while also 

providing scanning and copying 
features. It even has a 1.8-inch 
LCD, a PictBridge-enabled USB 
port, and a memory-card reader 
for printing photos sans PC. And 
at only $99.99, the MP470 is a 
great buy.
Canon U.S.A.
usa.canon.com • $99.99

LASER PRINTER
Dell 1720dn
The 1720dn is perfect for home- 
or small-office users looking for 
quality black-and-white prints 
at fast speeds. With its built-in 
networking and duplexing capa-
bilities, you can even set it up to 
serve an office of multiple em-
ployees. Not only is it affordable 
to buy, but low printing costs 
also make it cheap to use.
Dell • www.dell.com • $299

SPEAKER SYSTEM
Bose Companion 3
Back in the old days (like five 
years ago), people listened to 
music through loudspeakers 
and shared the experience with 
others. The Bose Companion 3 
speaker system harkens back to 
those more sociable times. The 
compact satellites and subwoofer 
are ideal for cramped spaces, yet 
deliver awesome sound. And we 
love the substantial feel of the 
separate tethered volume knob 
you can place within easy reach.
Bose • www.bose.com • $224

GAMING MOUSE
Logitech G5
Logitech has perfected the 
gaming mouse by engineering 

an innovative weight system. 
Depending on how heavy or 
light you want your mouse to 
feel, you can adjust it by adding 
or removing the included tiny 
metal weights. A highly sensi-
tive laser sensor—adjustable 
on the fly—and two thumb but-
tons add to its gaming prowess.
Logitech • www.logitech.com 
$69.99

MOUSE/KEYBOARD
COMBO
Logitech Cordless Desktop 
Wave
With its curved shape, the 
Wave’s keyboard is one of the 
most comfortable ergonomic 
models we’ve ever used, which 
is saying a lot because these 
devices tend to be awkwardly 
designed. And with its cord-free 
operation and dedicated media 
keys, you can also use the Wave 
with an entertainment-PC setup 
in your living room.
Logitech • www.logitech.com 
$89.99

WEBCAM
Logitech QuickCam Pro 9000
This bargain Webcam has 
some components that would 
seem more at home in a 
higher-end camera. The glass 
lens features Carl Zeiss optics, 
and the 1.3-megapixel sensor 
handles near-high-definition 
recording. Logitech’s RightLight 
2 and RightSound technologies 
allow you to be seen and heard 
clearly in any environment.
Logitech • www.logitech.com 
$99.99

WIRELESS-
NETWORKING DEVICE
D-Link DIR-655 Xtreme N
Good wireless throughput and 
above-average broadcast range 
are just two reasons why the DIR-
655 should be at the top of your 
networking wish list. You also get 
four high-speed Gigabit Ethernet 
ports and an impressive Quality 
of Service (QoS) configuration tool 
to help you prioritize bandwidth 
usage for specific applications like 
streaming video. The DIR-655 is a 
touch pricier than other Draft N 
routers, but it’s worth it.
D-Link • www.dlink.com
$179.99

REWRITABLE DVD
DRIVE
Sony DVDirect VRD-MC5
The VRD-MC5 isn’t just any 
external DVD burner. Its abil-
ity to operate as a stand-alone 
unit lets you transfer video 
from a connected camcorder 
or any video source and record 
it straight to DVD. You can also 
burn photos to disc from a digi-
tal camera via the VRD-MC5’s 
PictBridge-compatible USB port, 
or from memory cards by us-
ing the built-in reader. Plug it 
into a PC, and you can use the 
versatile unit to back up your 
hard drive.
Sony Electronics
www.sonystyle.com • $229.99

NETWORK-ATTACHED
STORAGE
HP MediaSmart Server
Network-attached-storage 
(NAS) devices are increasingly 

D-Link 
DIR-655 

Xtreme N

Logitech G5



(877) 718-7094    RosettaStone.com/css117
Use promotional code css117 when ordering.

NEW Proprietary speech recognition technology gets you 
speaking from the start and NEW speech analysis tools perfect 
your pronunciation. 

NEW Contextual Formation™ feature uses real-world simulations 
to give you the benefi ts you need to succeed. 

NEW Adaptive Recall™ Language feature tracks progress to 
reinforce your strengths and revisit needs. 

NEW Milestone feature lets you try out your new language 
knowledge in real-life simulations. 

IMPROVED Intuitive, sequential learning makes every lesson 
count and build progressively. 
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Introducing Rosetta Stone® Version 3! 
The world’s leading language-learning software just got better.
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English
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French German Italian Portuguese
(Brazil)

Russian Spanish
(Latin America)
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(Spain)
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Version 2

Introducing 

Rosetta Stone® Version 3. 

The fastest and easiest way 

to learn                . 

Version 3

 Act now to receive a 

10% discount.
Personal Edition. Solutions for organizations also available. 

Offer expires Feb. 29, 2008.

 Buy with confi dence from Rosetta Stone.®

We offer a six-month money back guarantee when you buy directly from us. 

The fastest way to learn a language. Guaranteed.™

Level 1
Regularly $209.00

NOW $188.10

Best Value!

Level 1, 2 & 3
Regularly $499.00

NOW $449.10

Level 1 & 2
Regularly $339.00

NOW $305.10
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popular because they enable 
you to share content among 
computers on a home network. 
While most consist mainly of 
an external hard drive, HP’s 
device is an actual server that 
features an AMD Sempron pro-
cessor and 512MB of RAM, and 
uses the new Microsoft Win-
dows Home Server operating 
system. You can install four in-
ternal SATA hard drives, plus an 
additional four external drives 
via its four USB 2.0 ports. Plug 
it all into a router with a broad-
band connection, and you can 
access the contents from any 
Web-enabled computer. Best of 
all, you can set up automatic 
backups for any PC connected 
to your home network.
Hewlett-Packard
www.hp.com • $599 (EX470, 
500GB); $749 (EX475, 1TB)

BUDGET DIGITAL 
CAMERA
Canon PowerShot A550
For the casual shooter who 
prefers good performance over 
pointless esoteric features and 
frills, the PowerShot A550 is a 
great choice. Image quality is 
good, and the camera is rea-
sonably compact. Plus, it has a 
4x optical zoom lens that’s lon-
ger than those found in most 
budget models.
Canon U.S.A.
usa.canon.com • $199.99

MIDRANGE DIGITAL 
CAMERA
Kodak Z712 IS
The Z712 IS ultra-zoom delivers 
the manual controls and long 
zoom option (in this case, a 
12x optical) of a digital single-
lens-reflex (dSLR) camera with 
the ease of use of a point-and-
shoot. Its small size will appeal 
to those looking for a full-fea-
tured camera, and optical im-
age stabilization helps prevent 
blurry images.
Eastman Kodak
www.kodak.com • $249.95

DIGITAL SLR CAMERA
Nikon D40x
The compact, budget-friendly 
D40x is designed for non-
professionals who have 
outgrown point-and-shoots. 
The D40x eases the transition 
with plenty of onscreen help 
menus, yet it shares the same 
processor and image sensor as 
Nikon’s higher-end dSLRs. And 
that means it’s easy to use and
delivers professional features 
(minus the learning curve).
Nikon • www.nikonusa.com 
$799.95 (kit, with lens); 
$729.95 (body only)

ULTRACOMPACT
CAMERA
Sony Cyber-shot DSC-T100
Besides being slim and styl-
ish, the DSC-T100 packs a 

punch, too. Its supercompact 
body houses a 5x optical Carl 
Zeiss zoom lens, an 8-mega-
pixel sensor, and a large 3-
inch touch screen. It also has 
built-in image stabilization, a 
high ISO sensitivity, face de-
tection, and a great autofocus 
feature.
Sony Electronics
www.sonystyle.com • $399.99

BUDGET DIGITAL 
CAMCORDER
Canon ZR-850
You won’t find a lot of features 
on the ZR-850, but if all you care 
about is an affordable way to 
capture life’s unforgettable mo-
ments—a grandparent’s 90th 
birthday party, or a child’s first 
steps—then this camera is the 
way to go. It’s easy to use, sports 
a 35mm zoom lens, and produc-
es high-quality video when used 
under good lighting conditions.
Canon U.S.A
usa.canon.com • $329

MIDRANGE DIGITAL 
CAMCORDER
Panasonic SDR-H18
With the SDR-H18’s 30GB hard 
drive, you no longer have to 
worry about running out of tape. 
This hard drive enables faster 
transfer of footage to a PC than 
MiniDV cassettes do. And you 
can record onto SD memory 
cards after you’ve filled up the 

hard drive during a shoot. A 32x 
optical zoom lens and impres-
sive image quality round out the 
reasonably priced package.
Panasonic
www.panasonic.com
$499.95

HIGH-DEFINITION 
DIGITAL CAMCORDER
Sony HDR-SR7
The HDR-SR7 uses a 10x Carl 
Zeiss optical zoom lens and 
a roomy 60GB hard drive to 
capture and store HD content. 
Sony’s SuperSteadyShot opti-
cal image stabilization reduces 
hand shake, and its six-channel 
surround-sound audio capabili-
ties help give home movies a 
professional touch.
Sony Electronics
www.sonystyle.com • $1,599

GAMING CONSOLE
Nintendo Wii
It doesn’t offer the best graphics 
or the most-sophisticated games, 
but the Wii has brought fun to 
the masses—regardless of age—
by combining innovative mo-
tion-sensitive controllers, a low 
price, and games that are a blast 
to play, which explains why units 
are still flying off store shelves. 
Even better, you can download 
20 years of classic titles from 
Nintendo’s earlier consoles.
Nintendo
www.nintendo.com • $249.99
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OFFICE SUITE
OpenOffice.org 2.2.1
We know, we know: What 
about Office 2007? There 
are scattered improvements 
throughout the latest version 
of Microsoft’s venerable pro-
ductivity package, but they’re 
too few to count. Plus, that 
ribbon interface continues 
to trip us up. Meanwhile, the 
open-source community 
continues to rally around 
OpenOffice.org, the expansive 
free alternative that releases 
new features, updates, and 
bug fixes regularly. OpenOffice.
org can’t do everything the big 
boys can, but it can do a lot, 
and most ordinary users won’t 
need much more than the 
robustly featured word proces-
sor, spreadsheet, presenta-
tion, drawing, and database 
programs it offers. And did we 
mention it doesn’t cost a cent?
OpenOffice.org 
www.openoffice.org • Free

HOME MEDIA
SOFTWARE
Apple iLife ’08
Apple gave its multitalented 
media suite an elegant facelift 
this year, while adding plenty 
of new features. We especially 
like iPhoto’s greatly improved 
interface and organizational 
features. While we’re still un-
decided about the highly sim-
plified iMovie, the wealth of 
capabilities in this truly sweet 
suite gives Mac users some-
thing (else) to brag about. (See 
our review on p. 42.)
Apple • www.apple.com • $79

DIGITAL-PHOTO
ORGANIZER
Picasa 2.7
Over the past year, Google’s 
sophisticated photo organizer 
and editor has gotten even 
better.  In addition to Picasa’s 
improved image recognition, 
support for RAW file formats, 
and cleaner Windows Vista 
integration, the introduction 
of Picasa Web Albums (see our 
Online Photo Service winner, 
p. 75) lets you save and share 
a full 1GB of your photos on-
line—for free.
Google • picasa.google.com 
Free

DISC-BURNING 
SOFTWARE
Nero 7 Ultra Edition Enhanced
For serious multimedia 
work, you need a heavy-duty 
tool like Nero 7 Ultra Edi-
tion Enhanced. It handles all 
your CD- and DVD-creation 
needs (including making en-
crypted discs), and includes 
digital-video-recorder (DVR) 
abilities to watch and record 
live television. You can also 
watch, capture, and edit high-
definition (HD) video, or even 
stream media from your PC to 
your Xbox 360.
Nero • www.nero.com
$99.99 (boxed); $79.99 (down-
load) 

MEDIA PLAYER
Windows Media Player 11
Windows Media Player 11 has 
grown from a passable jukebox 
into a full-fledged application 
for managing large music col-

lections. It includes a fast and 
effective search function, and 
it lets you organize and view 
your music in multiple ways—
not only by artist, album, song, 
and genre, of course, but also 
by criteria such as contribut-
ing artist, parental ratings, and 
your own ratings. 
Microsoft 
www.microsoft.com • Free

CONSUMER IMAGE-
EDITING SOFTWARE
Adobe Photoshop Elements 6
This slimmed-down, Every-
man-friendly photo editor 
incorporates many of Pho-
toshop CS3’s enhancements 
(see the entry at the bottom 
of the page), without the un-
due complexities (or price) to 
match. Better organization 
of tools, a new guided-edit-
ing feature for learning the 
basics, and greatly simplified 
photo compositing make this 
the most powerful, easiest-
to-use version of Photoshop 
Elements yet. 
Adobe Systems 
www.adobe.com • $99.99

CONSUMER VIDEO-
EDITING SOFTWARE
Adobe Premiere Elements 4
No free video-editing tools 
currently offer the capabili-
ties of Adobe’s Premiere 
Elements. The latest version 
features updated tagging, 
organizing, and sharing tools; 
an Image Stabilizer filter for 
straightening out shaky foot-
age; and an integrated audio 
mixer to help your videos 

sound as good as they look.
Adobe Systems 
www.adobe.com • $99.99

PERSONAL-FINANCE 
SOFTWARE
Quicken Premier 2007
Premier 2007’s retooled inter-
face makes it easier to track 
where your money is going 
with a running account of 
your finances. Online support 
for more than 4,300 financial 
institutions means you don’t 
have to be a slave to manual 
data entry to keep your ledgers 
up to date. The 2008 version 
adds a savings-plan feature, 
as well as the ability to import 
PayPal transactions.
Intuit • quicken.intuit.com 
$89.99 (Premier 2008)

E-MAIL CLIENT
Microsoft Outlook 2007
While the rest of Office 2007 
is spotty at best, the new Out-
look is a gem. With a built-in 
Really Simple Syndication 
(RSS) reader, vastly improved 
message sorting and organi-
zational controls, more-ac-
curate phishing protection, 
and a handy one-click search 
function, Outlook makes most 
everyday e-mail tasks quicker, 
easier, and more convenient.
Microsoft
www.microsoft.com • $87.99

UTILITY SUITE
System Mechanic 7
With System Mechanic 7, Iolo 
bundles several of its lead-
ing utilities—Iolo Personal 
Firewall, Search and Recover 

SOFTWARE





4, Iolo AntiVirus, and Drive-
Scrubber 3—into one well-
priced package. We think the 
suite offers the best collection 
of hard drive utilities in the 
business, and its System Con-
figuration tools let you man-
age startup executables with 
ease. (Imagine Windows XP’s 
Task Manager on steroids.) If 
you want to defragment, re-
pair, remove spam and debris, 
and speed up Web access, 
System Mechanic has you 
covered.
Iolo Technologies 
www.iolo.com • $69.95

ANTIVIRUS 
SOFTWARE
Kaspersky Anti-Virus 6.0
Would you believe that our 
favorite antivirus utility isn’t 
some big-name, overblown 
suite that peppers you with 
pop-ups several times a day? 
Nope, it’s the modest Kasper-
sky Anti-Virus, which delivers 
virus protection that exceeds 
that of some of its better-
known competition, in a 
program that consumes mini-
mal system resources. The 
new version 7.0 adds process 
analysis and system-rollback 
features to an already impres-
sive package.
Kaspersky Lab 
www.kaspersky.com 
$59.95 (Anti-Virus 7.0)

INTERNET SECURITY
SOFTWARE
Norton 360
With Norton 360, Symantec 
combined antivirus, anti-

spyware, and phishing tools 
with transaction-security, 
backup-and-restore, and PC 
fine-tuning features into one 
unobtrusive, newbie-friendly 
application. With its automat-
ic updates and cleanup func-
tions, Norton 360 exemplified 
set-it-and-forget-it system 
protection in 2007.
Symantec 
www.symantec.com • $79.99

ANTISPYWARE 
SOFTWARE
Ad-Aware 2007
We’ve long considered Lava-
soft’s antispyware program one 
of the most essential apps to 
install on your computer, and 
the latest version confirms that 
notion. The scanning engine 
and user interface have been 
revamped, and new methods of 
definition distribution shorten 
download times. Paid versions 
get you automated updates, 
plus monitoring and customiz-
able scans, but don’t scoff at the 
free version—it also provides 
excellent protection.
Lavasoft • www.lavasoft.com 
Free

FILE-COMPRESSION 
SOFTWARE
PowerArchiver 2007
When you need more file-
format support and flexibility 
than WinZip can provide, 
you’re ready for ConeXware’s 
PowerArchiver 2007. It sup-
ports more than a dozen 
archive formats and delivers 
higher compression ratios 
than most other utilities. We 

also love its clean, modern 
interface.
ConeXware • www.
powerarchiver.com • $19.95

DESKTOP SEARCH
Google Desktop 5
Even with the additional com-
petition from Vista’s integrat-
ed Windows Desktop Search, 
we still think Google Desktop 
offers the cleanest results and 
the most navigable interface 
out there. New language sup-
port, e-mail indexing, and 
gadget optimization make 
Google Desktop more efficient 
than ever.
Google • desktop.google.com 
Free

BROWSER
Firefox 2
Internet Explorer may still 
hold the dominant market 
share, but Firefox continues to 
outpace Microsoft’s browser 
by leaps and bounds in terms 
of innovation. The latest ver-
sion includes better tabbed 
browsing, spell-check and 
search refinements, improved 
feed-syndication tools (in-
cluding automatic bookmark 
updates), and configurable 
Session Restore for recovering 
from crashes.
Mozilla 
www.mozilla.com • Free

FIREFOX EXTENSION
StumbleUpon
StumbleUpon brings a remote-
control aesthetic to Web surf-
ing by surveying your interests, 
and then providing a toolbar 

button that takes you to a ran-
domly selected site you might 
like. You can vote on the pages 
you find, share them with 
friends, or even check out ran-
domly selected videos, images, 
or news items. It’s an easy, fun 
way to explore more of the Web 
that matters to you.
StumbleUpon
www.stumbleupon.com • Free

RSS READER
GreatNews
Though it was still in beta 
at press time, we really liked 
what we saw from GreatNews: 
speedy feed loading, the abil-
ity to set up News Watches to 
find articles of interest, and 
even article labeling so you 
can easily sort and find stories 
later. An active discussion fo-
rum and a development blog 
help keep you in the loop.
Curio Studio 
www.curiostudio.com • Free

GAME
Bioshock
How often are issues of eth-
ics, Utopianism, and genetic 
modification treated with as 
much reverence as gunplay 
and resource management in 
a game? All play crucial roles 
in the engrossing Bioshock, 
which thrusts your character 
into a mysterious undersea 
dystopia, and you into a gor-
geously realized graphical 
realm that challenges your 
mind every bit as much as it 
does your reflexes.
2K Games • www.2kgames.
com/bioshock • $49.95

Norton 
360 Bioshock



INTERNETSERVICES

SEARCH ENGINE
Google
Many startup firms are hoping 
their newfangled search en-
gines will be the “next Google.” 
In the meantime, the one-and-
only is serving up results to 
more Web surfers than ever. 
And with its new “universal 
search model,” which adds 
results from Google’s indices 
of images, videos, maps, and 
more to its traditional Web-site 
results, the company is evolv-
ing to meet those challengers. 
The “next Google” may wind up 
being the old one, after all.  
Google • www.google.com 
Free

ONLINE PHOTO
SERVICE
Picasa Web Albums
We selected Picasa as our 
favorite photo-organizing 
software (see its entry in 
the Software section), and 
we’re also quite fond of its 
Web-based companion. It of-
fers all the features people 
expect from an online photo 
service: easy uploads and 
image sharing, the ability to 
add captions and comments 
to photos, and the option to 
order prints (through Photo-
Works or Shutterfly). Best of 
all, Google provides users a 
generous 1GB of storage, let-
ting them put hundreds of 
photos online for free.
Google • picasaweb.google.
com • Free

ONLINE MUSIC STORE
iTunes Music Store
Other online music stores are 
still trying to figure out a way to 
succeed, while the iTunes jug-
gernaut rolls on. In addition to its 
ever-growing library of millions 
of music tracks, Apple’s virtual 
store also sells videos, movies, 
TV episodes, and books, as well 
as providing easy access to thou-
sands of podcasts. New this year: 
tracks from EMI’s catalog sold 
without digital rights manage-
ment (DRM), the result of Steve 
Jobs’ lobbying against DRM-pro-
tected music files.
Apple • www.itunes.com 
99 cents and up

IM SOFTWARE/
SERVICE
Trillian 3.1
If you’re using more than one 
instant-messaging client (one for 
work and one for your friends, for 
instance), and you don’t already 
use Trillian, what are you waiting 
for? This application brings AOL 
Instant Messenger, ICQ, MSN 
Messenger, and Yahoo Messen-
ger into one common interface, 
while giving you access to each 
service’s advanced features, such 
as file transfers, buddy icons, and 
group chats. The Pro version sup-
ports the IM clients’ video-chat 
features and adds Really Simple 
Syndication (RSS) feeds and POP3 
e-mail updates.
Cerulean Studios 
www.ceruleanstudios.com 
Free (Basic); $25 (Pro)

FREE ONLINE SERVICE
Craigslist
By replacing newspaper classi-
fieds and the campus bulletin 
board with its online listings 
service, Craigslist has become 
one of the biggest sites on the 
Web, even though it doesn’t 
accept advertising and has a 
site design that looks straight 
out of 1996. Despite its quirky 
approach, Craigslist has ex-
panded to all 50 states, and 
versions are available for 
countries across the globe.
Craigslist
www.craigslist.com • Free

PAID ONLINE SERVICE
Netflix
The pioneering online DVD 
renter has been facing heat 
from Blockbuster Online, 
which offered lower prices, 
plus the ability to return 
movies to and rent movies 
from its stores. Netflix has 
responded by matching those 
lower prices, while also in-
troducing a streaming-movie 
service that’s free for mem-
bers. Such improvements, 
along with excellent commu-
nity features, keep Netflix at 
the top of our queue.
Netflix • www.netflix.com 
Prices vary

VIDEO SITE
YouTube
Try as they might, other online 
video sites can’t match YouTube’s 
massive library of stupid human 

tricks, historical footage, and 
other random things caught on 
video and uploaded to its servers. 
Since its acquisition by Google, 
the site has had to be even more 
vigilant about copyright viola-
tions, but you’ll still find plenty of 
time-wasting, freewheeling fun 
on the service.
YouTube • www.youtube.com 
Free

WEBMAIL SERVICE
Gmail
Yahoo Mail and Hotmail have 
made major improvements to 
their Webmail apps, but we still 
prefer Gmail by a smidgen. That 
preference comes in part because 
Google lets you view Word, Excel, 
and PowerPoint files in Gmail 
without needing to have Micro-
soft Office open (or even loaded 
on your system). A healthy 2.8GB 
of storage and the ability to send 
attachments as big as 20MB in 
size don’t hurt, either.
Google • mail.google.com 
Free

VOIP SERVICE
Skype
While traditional Voice over 
Internet Protocol (VoIP) provid-
ers such as Vonage are suffering 
from cable companies encroach-
ing on their Internet-calling 
services, Skype’s (mostly) free 
alternative continues to prosper. 
Hardware manufacturers con-
tinue to roll out Skype-friendly 
equipment, and as more cell 
phones (such as Apple’s iPhone) 
offer Wi-Fi support, users can 



BUDGET LCD HDTV
Vizio VX32L HDTV
Vizio recently became the top 
manufacturer of LCD televisions 
in the United States, which is 
remarkable considering the 
name was foreign to most just 
a few years ago. The company 
rose to the top by delivering the 
perfect combination of solidly 
performing panels at rock-bot-
tom prices. If you’re looking for 
a second high-definition televi-
sion (HDTV), the 32-inch VX32L 
provides decent image quality 
with an excellent feature set, as 
well as the requisite low price.
Vizio • www.vizio.com 
$649.99

1080p LCD HDTV
Samsung LN-T4665F
Plasma screens once held one 
sizable advantage over their 
LCD competition: vastly supe-
rior black-level reproduction. 
New LCDs like the 46-inch LN-
T4665F bridge this gap con-
siderably. This model delivers 
image quality that can match 
that of its plasma rivals—plus, 
it can also show 1080p HD 
in its full resolution, which 
many plasmas can’t.
Samsung 
www.samsung.com • $2,899

REAR-PROJECTION
HDTV
Mitsubishi WD-65831
They aren’t nearly as thin as 
their flat-panel brethren, but 
rear-projection HDTVs based 
on digital light processing 
(DLP) technology can offer a 
lot more bang for the buck. 
Case in point: the WD-65831, 
which offers 65 inches of 

screen real estate for a price 
thousands of dollars lower 
than a similarly sized plasma 
or LCD set. You get an excel-
lent picture, too, with little 
evidence of the “rainbow ef-
fect” that often plagues DLP 
models.
Mitsubishi Digital Electronics 
America • www.mitsubishitv.
com • $2,699

HOME THEATER
IN A BOX
Onkyo HT-S907
Your new HDTV is great, 
but it can’t offer the whole 
theater-at-home experience 
without a surround-sound 
system that sends shivers 
down your spine. The Onkyo 
name may not have the ca-
chet of Sony or Panasonic, 
but you’ll want to invite the 
7.1-channel HT-S907 system 
over anyway. You get a 90-
watt-per-channel A/V receiv-
er with HDMI, a six-disc 
DVD player, seven satellite 
speakers, and a subwoofer. 
Of course, sound quality is 
excellent for the price.
Onkyo U.S.A.  
www.us.onkyo.com • $1,099

DIGITAL VIDEO 
RECORDER
TiVo HD
TiVo’s first stab at a high-
definition digital video re-
corder (DVR), the Series3, was 
so expensive ($799) that it 
was no competition for cable 
and satellite companies’ 
own high-def DVRs leased to 
customers for small monthly 
fees. TiVo responded with 
the HD, which has less hard 

drive space than the Series 3 
but retains most of its func-
tionality at a far lower price. 
It should keep TiVo fans from 
switching to generic cable 
and satellite HD DVRs any-
time soon.
TiVo • www.tivo.com 
$299.99 (requires a monthly 
TiVo subscription plan)

UNIVERSAL REMOTE 
CONTROL
Logitech Harmony 1000
Logitech’s Harmony remotes 
are perennial winners in this 
category, but the touch-screen 
1000 is the company’s first 
tablet-style unit. Unlike pric-
ier tablet remotes, however, 
this Harmony is easily pro-
grammable via a Web-based 
configuration app. That saves 
you from needing to hire a 
professional installer to figure 
out how to set up your remote 
control.
Logitech • www.logitech.com 
$499.99

MEDIA STREAMER
Apple TV
Apple’s critics will tell you 
all the things this streaming 
device can’t do: It doesn’t 
do high-definition files, it 
can’t handle media files that 
aren’t stored in iTunes, and 
it can’t stream Internet radio 
stations. But Apple TV is our 
choice because of what it can 
do: provide access to your 
computer’s media files on 
an HDTV with the absolute 
simplicity the company’s 
products are known for.
Apple • www.apple.com 
$299 (40GB); $399 (160GB)

HOMETHEATERmake calls with Skype’s 
mobile app instead of using 
valuable minutes from their 
calling plans.
Skype • www.skype.com 
Free (Skype-to-Skype 
calls); prices vary for calls 
to non-Skype phones

BLOGGING SERVICE
WordPress
In a very short time, Word-
Press has gone from being a 
late entrant in the blogging 
game to the most popular 
option. Its popularity stems 
in no small part from the 
huge community of design-
ers and developers who 
churn out new templates 
and plug-ins daily. WordPress 
must be doing something 
right—individuals and big 
companies alike are using it 
to express themselves online.
WordPress
www.wordpress.com
Free

SOCIAL-
NETWORKING
SERVICE
Facebook
MySpace is so 2006. This year, 
everyone is flocking to Face-
book, which has shown much 
greater aspirations than just 
appealing to college students. 
The company’s killer deci-
sion in 2007 was to open up 
its programming framework 
to developers to design 
their own services that can 
work inside Facebook. While 
MySpace continues to keep its 
network as much of a walled 
garden as possible, the mo-
mentum has swung toward 
its more open competitor.
Facebook 
www.facebook.com • Free

MOBILE SERVICE
Google Maps
We couldn’t close out this 
section without one more free 
service courtesy of Web be-
hemoth Google. Downloading 
the mobile version of Google 
Maps to your cell phone al-
lows you to get directions to 
your next location, along with 
detailed information on lo-
cal businesses and real-time 
traffic information. Google 
recently added support for 
devices running the Windows 
Mobile OS, as well as ones 
with built-in GPS technology.
Google
www.google.com/gmm
Free



Quad-Core CPUs
Last year, we extolled the virtues of Intel’s first dual-core proces-
sors, which delivered a significant boost in computing power 
over their single-core predecessors. Shortly thereafter, Intel un-
leashed a CPU with four cores—and kept them coming through-
out the year. AMD is finally responding with its Phenom quad-
core processors, proving that the next race between the two 
chip makers will be as much about the number of cores as about 
gigahertz. While most users won’t reap the fruits of quad-core 
technology until a greater number of multithreaded applications 
emerge, the fact is that multicore is the future of computing: 
Eight-core CPUs are already on the horizon.

PRODUCTOF THE
YEAR

TECHNOLOGY OF THE YEAR

Apple iPhone
It was definitely one of the 
most hyped tech products 
in history, and of course it 
couldn’t entirely live up to 
all the speculation. But the 

fact remains that Apple’s first 
handset has revolutionized 
the mobile-phone industry, 

from its touch-screen interface 
to its visual voice-mail system 
to its remarkable combination 

of multimedia and Internet fea-
tures. Even if most people can’t 

yet afford one, the iPhone’s 
radical design has sent other 

phone makers and cellular 
services scrambling back to 

the drawing board to draft 
a response. And that’s the 
ultimate badge of success.

Apple • www.apple.com
$399 (with two-year 

AT&T contract)





GOING ALL OUT 
  FOR GAMING BY 

ERIN 
KANDEL



IT DOESN’T HAVE the flashiest chas-
sis or all the next-generation parts, but 
Alienware’s flagship gaming notebook, 
the Area-51 m9750, remains a force to be 
reckoned with. Our fully loaded review 
unit posted the highest 
scores we’ve seen to 
date on benchmark 
tests. For hard-core 
gamers who want 
to ditch their 
desktops—and 
have $4,488 
to spare—
the Area-51 
m9750 is 
one of the 
best portable 
powerhouses out there. 

The Area-51 m9750 may be a 
laptop, but at 1.5x15.7x11.8 inches 
and 9.5 pounds, it’s a bit of a hulk. 
Clad in a matte-black, scratch-
resistant case, it feels sturdy. But the 
notebook’s design seems staid—even a bit 
stale—compared with bolder, flashier 
gaming systems we’ve seen.

One feature that will command atten-
tion is the glossy 17-inch wide-screen 
display, which features a 1,920x1,200-pixel 
native resolution that’s fit for playing 
games at top resolutions and screening 
high-definition movies. (Alienware offers a 
Blu-ray optical drive as an upgrade option, 
though our unit came with just a standard 
DVD burner.) In our tests, Company of He-
roes gameplay was clear and detailed at its 
maximum resolution. DVD playback looked 
excellent, too, with little motion blur during 
action scenes. The laptop also features a 
full-size keyboard with a dedicated number 
pad, touch-sensitive media keys, and a 
Webcam.

The Area-51 m9750 comes with a good 
assortment of audio and video connec-
tions, including an optical audio out, sur-
round-sound speaker jacks, VGA and DVI 
outputs, and an NTSC TV tuner. Notably 
lacking, though, is a High-Definition Mul-
timedia Interface (HDMI) port. As for wire-

less connectivity, the m9750 comes with 
Draft N Wi-Fi and Bluetooth 2.0.

Though Area-51 m9750 models start at a 
comparatively reasonable $2,099, the price 
climbs quickly with component upgrades. 
Our tricked-out review unit featured a 
2.33GHz Core 2 Duo T7600 CPU, 2GB of 
DDR2 RAM, two 160GB hard drives spin-
ning at a desktop-caliber 7,200rpm, and 
two 512MB nVidia GeForce Go 7950 GTX 
graphics cards in an SLI configuration (a 
$600 upgrade from a single GPU).

Alienware is also planning to incorpo-
rate a few new compo-
nents into the Area-51 
m9750, including dual 
nVidia GeForce 8700M 
GT graphics cards by 
early October. An over-

clocked Intel Core 2 Duo 
T7600 CPU will also be 

available before the end of 
the year. So far, Alienware 

has not an-
nounced plans 
to introduce 

Intel’s new Core 2 
Extreme processors.

Thanks to its twin 
video cards, the Area-51 m9750 
truly shines in graphics perfor-

mance. It blew away the competi-
tion in our F.E.A.R. 

and Company of 
Heroes tests, turning 
in a blazing 72 frames 
per second (fps) in 
Company of Heroes at 
1,600x1,200 with anti-
aliasing turned on, and a 
very respectable 52fps at 
its native 1,920x1,200 resolu-
tion. The m9750’s Core 2 Duo 
T7600 CPU proved an excel-
lent performer as well, serving 
up a score of 6,527 on our Future-
mark PCMark05 productivity test, 
the highest laptop score we’ve ever 
recorded in our labs. Its result on our 
DVD battery-drain test was the only disap-
pointment: The power-hungry unit lasted a 
mere 1 hour and 13 minutes. 

Our test unit certainly made the most 
of all the currently available hardware, 
but it may not hold its performance 
records for long. That’s because note-
books featuring the latest performance-
enhancing components from Intel and 
nVidia are on the horizon.

WITH ITS WIDE RANGE of high-end 
component options, the Eurocom 
D900C Phantom-X is a tantalizing 
choice for gamers and graphics pro-
fessionals. Our über-pricey review unit 
didn’t deliver the gaming muscle we’d 
hoped for, but it’s still a very respect-
able high-end system.

Though we knocked the Alienware 
Area-51 m9750 for its big-and-boxy 
build, the Phantom-X makes it look 
positively svelte. At 2.4x15.6x11.7 
inches, its case is bulky and inelegant, 
and its slate-gray exterior looks down-
right drab. Plus, the glossy plastic 
lining its wrist rest is a bit unsophisti-
cated. Eurocom doesn’t offer any case-
customization options, so you’re stuck 
with this dowdy design.

Things improve considerably 
when you take a look at the screen. 
The Phantom-X ships with a glossy 
17-inch display that has a high 
1,920x1,200 native resolution and a 

built-in Webcam. To get the 
most out of movie watching, 

you can add a high-defi-
nition HD DVD drive for 

$550 or a Blu-ray drive 
for $1,049. (Our review 

unit came with a DVD 
burner.)

Connectivity 
options on 

the Phan-
tom-X 
should 

please most 
users. For audio, 
you’ll find line-out, 
mic, and headphone 
jacks, as well as an 

S/PDIF connection for 
hooking up a 7.1-chan-

nel speaker system. Video connections 
include VGA and DVI outputs, an NTSC 
TV tuner, and two S-Video inputs, but 
no HDMI port. 

The Phantom-X’s big advantage is flex-
ibility. You can trick out the $2,370 base 
configuration with quite an assortment of 



robust components, including dual-core 
and quad-core Intel Core 2 Extreme CPUs, 
DirectX 10-capable nVidia GeForce 8700GT 
graphics (in a single 512MB card or a 1GB 
dual-card configuration), and up to three 
hard drives, including a 64GB solid-state 
option.

Better yet, Eurocom plans to incor-
porate more next-generation compo-
nents into the Phantom-X. At press 
time, the company said it would offer 
the new DirectX 10-capable nVidia 
Quadro FX 1600M graphics card by 
the time you read this, as well as new 
graphics options within the nVidia Ge-
Force family as they become available. 

The trade-off for all these powerful 
parts is, of course, price. Our $4,950 re-
view unit, which featured a single nVidia 
GeForce Go 7950 GTX graphics card and 
a quad-core 2.66GHz Core 2 Extreme 
QX6700 processor, cost more than dou-
ble the base-configuration price. What’s 
more, the Phantom-X doesn’t offer a 
few essentials in the base configuration, 
including wireless networking and an 
operating system. The 64-bit version of 
Windows Vista Ultimate that came with 
our system added $353 to its price.

The Phantom-X’s strongest gaming 
performance came on our F.E.A.R test, 
where it managed an excellent 75fps at 
1,024x768. Once we turned on the eye 
candy and pumped up the resolution 
to 1,920x1,200, however, its score fell 
to 31fps. That’s well below the Dell XPS 
M1710’s 56fps mark (see the sidebar, 
“First Take: Dell XPS M1730”) but it still 
edges out the 27fps scored by Hyperson-
ic’s SR7. On our Company of Heroes test, 
the Phantom-X trailed the SR7 by a few 
frames with a still-respectable 40fps at 
1,600x1,200 with anti-aliasing turned on. 
But its score dropped to 30fps at its 
native 1,920x1,200 resolution. 

While the Phantom-X’s gaming 
performance is merely above-aver-
age, its scores on our productivity and 
multitasking tests are quite another 
story. The quad-core system posted an 
amazing 1,412 on our Cinebench 9.5 
test. That’s not just the highest score 
we’ve seen from a laptop, by far—it’s 
also comparable to many high-end 
desktop machines we’ve tested. Not 
surprisingly, though, battery life was 
not a strong point: We got only 1 hour 
and 4 minutes on our DVD battery-
drain test.

Dell gears up for the SLI competition with its 
next-generation gaming notebook



THE HYPERSONIC SR7 isn’t the fastest 
gaming notebook we’ve seen with a single 
graphics card—that title belongs to the Dell 
XPS M1710—but mobile gamers should still 
consider this blazing laptop.

Placed next to flashier gaming note-
books, the 8.4-pound SR7 looks under-
stated—and that’s not a bad thing. We liked 
our all-black review unit’s classy-looking 
brushed-steel lid, the textured plastic 
surrounding its keyboard, and the orange-
metal trim lining the outer edge. If you 
want to up the boldness factor, you can 
shell out an extra $399 to have your system 
coated in one of 10 hues of scratch-resis-

tant automotive paint. 
A standout feature of the SR7 is its 

glossy, 17-inch wide-screen display. It’s 
a crisp 1,920x1,200 LCD that can handle 
games at their maximum resolution. It can 
also accommodate high-defini-
tion movies, should 
you choose to 
equip your 
notebook 
with a Blu-ray 
optical drive, a 
pricey $973 up-
grade. (Our 
system 
came with 
a standard 
DVD burner.) The 
SR7 ships with a com-
fortable full-size keyboard, 
an NTSC TV tuner, and a decent 
selection of ports and slots, including 
VGA, DVI, and S-Video, as well as an S/PDIF 
jack for hooking up a 7.1-channel speaker 

system. We just wish the system had an 
HDMI port.

Like the Area-51 m9750, the SR7 will tan-
talize gamers with its reasonable starting 

price of $2,150. Once you add 
upgrades, however, you’ll 

have to dig deeper into 
your wallet. Our review 

unit, for instance, 
included a 2.4GHz 

Core 2 Duo 
T7700 CPU, 

2GB of DDR2 
RAM, a 
200GB hard 

drive spinning 
at a desktop-cali-

ber 7,200rpm, and a single 
512MB nVidia GeForce Go 7950 
GTX graphics card. That’s a sig-

nificant upgrade over the basics, 
but it’s also a significant cost up-

grade, too: Our review unit cost $3,111, and 
that’s without the Blu-ray option.

If you’re ready for DirectX 10 graphics, 
Hypersonic offers nVidia’s new 512MB 
GeForce Go 8700 GT GPU for $46 less than 
the 7950 GTX. The company also plans to 
feature Intel Turbo Memory as an option 
in the coming months. We’re disappointed 
that Hypersonic will not be incorporating 
Intel Extreme Edition processors in this 
model, though. 

Performance-wise, we didn’t expect 
the SR7 to come close to the blazing-
fast, SLI-equipped m9750 on our gam-
ing benchmark tests, but we did hope it 
might keep pace with the comparably 
configured Dell XPS M1710. By and 
large, we were not disappointed. On our 
Company of Heroes test, the SR7 re-
turned a respectable 44 frames per sec-
ond (fps) at 1,600x1,200 with anti-alias-
ing turned on, and 34fps at its native 
1,920x1,200 resolution. The latter result 
came in just below the M1710’s 36fps 
mark. The SR7 even managed to out-
perform the M1710 on our Futuremark 
3DMark06 test, with an excellent score 
of 4,272 at its native resolution. The 
Hypersonic unit lagged behind on our 
F.E.A.R. test, however; while the M1710 
returned 56fps at 1,920x1,200, the SR7 
yielded only about half that (27fps) at 
the same resolution. 

On our productivity and multitask-
ing tests, meanwhile, the SR7’s Core 2 
Duo T7700 CPU showed some muscle, 
topping the XPS M1710 with an excel-



lent 5,785 on Futuremark PCMark05 
and a 724 on Cinebench 9.5. 

The SR7 did not deliver great battery life. 
Our review unit lasted only 1 hour and 10 
minutes on our DVD battery-drain test. 

GAMING DESKTOPS that cost more 
than $5,000 are nothing new to us. But 
the $5,673 Xtreme 917V from Xtreme 
Notebooks is the first laptop we’ve seen 
to cross the five-grand price threshold. 
As a gaming PC, however, it didn’t of-
fer enough raw 3D power to justify that 
stratospheric price, mainly due to a lack 
of SLI graphics. Nonetheless, graphics 
professionals looking for a capable mo-
bile workstation will find more to like 
about this quad-core machine.

The massive, 11.9-pound Xtreme 
917V certainly makes a bold state-
ment—and a patriotic one, at that. Our 
review unit’s glossy cobalt case featured 
a bright red, white, and blue American-
flag graphic splashed across its lid. The 
finish seemed durable and high-quality, 
and Xtreme Notebooks offers a number 
of options for case customization. 

Though its eye-catching paint job is 
unique, the Xtreme 917V’s chassis de-
sign gave us déjà vu, and rightly so: The 
notebook is housed in the same big-
and-boxy chassis as the Eurocom D900C 
Phantom-X. While the Xtreme’s cus-

tomized look is certainly more striking 
than the Phantom-X’s dull-gray exterior, 
the case is still unwieldy. 

Adding to its visual appeal, our 
review unit featured a glossy, 17-
inch wide-screen display with a high 
1,920x1,200-pixel native resolution, 
which delivered sharp, well-saturated 
images and DVD playback, as well as 
crisp gameplay. A Webcam is built into 
the display bezel. The Xtreme 917V also 
features the same lineup of connections 
as the Phantom-X, delivering a solid set 
of A/V options but no HDMI port. 

The Xtreme 917V packs a number of 
powerful component options that will 
please gamers, as well as design profes-
sionals and A/V engineers. You can con-
figure the $2,399 base unit with a range 
of Intel Core 2 Duo or Core 2 Extreme 
Edition CPUs and add nVidia 
DirectX 10-capable 
graphics in a 
dual-card SLI 
configura-
tion. You can 
also upgrade 
to a Blu-ray 
optical drive 
and pack in 
up to three 
hard drives for 
a maximum of 
750GB of storage. 
And like other bou-
tique manufacturers, 
Xtreme Notebooks plans to incor-
porate bleeding-edge components 
into its laptop as the parts become 
available.   

But all that power comes at a pro-
hibitive price. The upgrades for our 
Xtreme Notebooks system were some 
of the costliest we’ve seen. The model 

we tested features a quad-core 2.66GHz 
Intel Core 2 Extreme QX6700 processor, 
4GB of DDR2 RAM, and a single nVidia 
GeForce Go 7950 GTX graphics card.  

Considering our review unit cost more 
than $5,000, we were disappointed that 
Xtreme Notebooks included just a single 
graphics card. (You can add either dual 
512MB nVidia GeForce go 7950 GTX-se-
ries cards or two of the newer 8700M GT-
series cards for $545.)  What’s more, the 
Xtreme 917V also doesn’t ship with an 
operating system in its base config. 

Given the price of the system, perfor-
mance was solid but not spectacular. 
The Xtreme 917V delivered better 3D 
scores than the similarly configured, 
quad-core-based Phantom-X, and it per-

formed well overall for 
a single-graphics-card 
system. But it didn’t 
exactly blow away 
the competition or 
beat the reigning 
champion in that 
category, the Dell 
XPS M1710. 

The notebook 
is certainly well-
configured for 
productivity 

chores and multi-
tasking, and it delivered 

the benchmark scores to 
prove it. Our review unit 
came in a close second to 

the Phantom-X’s record-
breaking turn on our Cine-

bench 9.5 test, with an amazingly 
high score of 1,405. The Xtreme 917V 
had a particularly bad showing for 
battery life, though. Its 12-cell battery 
died after just 50 minutes on our DVD 
battery-drain test.

± ± ± ±





THE INVISIBLE DISC
I have a CD-RW disc containing lots of valu-
able data, made with Adaptec’s Easy CD Cre-
ator in Windows 98. I just bought a new PC 
with Roxio Easy Media Creator on it. I figured 
I’d be OK, since Adaptec became Roxio. But 
the DVD/CD burner on the new PC can’t see 
the disc.

I still have the old PC. Should I set it back up 
and make a copy onto CD-R? The new system 
sees music CD-Rs that were written with the 
old PC just fine.
Kevin Holmes

Most likely, the culprit here is not the me-
dia itself, but the method used on the Win-
dows 98 PC to write to the CD-RW disc.

Nowadays, when you write data to a 
CD-R or CD-RW, it’s best to write the entire 
batch of data in one shot as a “data-format” 
disc conforming to the ISO 9660 standard. 
That ensures maximum compatibility. 
Judging that you wrote this disc a while 
back on a Windows 98 PC, you probably 
instead used your burning software’s 
“packet-writing” feature.

The packet-writing function would 
have let you drag-and-drop files or folders 
piecemeal onto the disc, much like a floppy. 
Considering that CD-R and CD-RW discs 
cost way more back then, using this tech-
nique would have been logical to conserve 
media. The problem is, packet-written discs 
can be balky, or simply unreadable, if not 
read using the original software and driv-
ers used to create them. (It makes sense 
that your music CD-Rs are readable—you 
wouldn’t have used packet-
writing software to burn them.)

Recent versions of the Roxio software 
use a packet-writer called Drag-to-Disc 
(DtD), whereas your Easy CD Creator prob-
ably used Adaptec’s Direct CD. DtD is sup-
posedly compatible with Direct CD, so I 
would first try accessing the disc through 
Roxio’s software. Otherwise, it’s less trouble 
to set up the old PC and burn a copy to 

CD-R. I strongly discourage installing Direct 
CD along with DtD—installing multiple 
packet-writing applications on your PC is 
a surer cause for agita than a chocolate-
covered jalapeño.

If you’re really stuck, try an inexpensive 
data-recovery program geared toward CDs, 
such as CDRoller or IsoBuster. (Trials of 
both are available from computershopper.
com/downloads.) Both profess to recover 
data from packet-written discs.

IDE, DON’T GO!
I just bought a new CPU and motherboard. 
The motherboard has one D-Sub and one DVI 
connector for the video. It also has one floppy-
drive connector.

To my surprise, however, it has only one IDE 
connector. Why did they keep the floppy con-
nector—I haven’t used a floppy in years—but 
drop one of the IDE connectors?
Girish Modi

Floppy drives have fallen out of favor 
thanks to USB flash drives and recordable 
CDs, but enough folks still have enough 
floppies lying around that removing the 
interface would inconvenience no small 
portion of upgraders.

The trend toward just one IDE port on 
motherboards is also easily explained. Se-
rial ATA (SATA) ports 
are rapidly taking over 
connectivity duties 
for hard drives. (Opti-
cal-drive makers have 
been slower to adopt 
SATA interfaces, but 
they’re coming around.)

An IDE connector supports two drives 
chained off a ribbon cable. Few people 
will build a PC with more than two optical 
drives, so having just one IDE connector 
is adequate for most. The only scenario in 
which it’s a problem is if you want to use 
an IDE hard drive you already own along-
side two IDE opticals.

You can still find new motherboards 
with two IDE ports, if you own lots of older 
drives. An alternative, if you’re stuck with 
a single-IDE motherboard, is a PCI-card IDE 
controller such as the $40 Promise Ultra133 
TX2 (www.promise.com).

IS 2.0 WORTH THE TROUBLE?
I have a 12-month-old Intel Pentium 4 system 
running XP Home. It only has slower USB 1.1 
ports. Should I upgrade to USB 2.0, or does it 
make little difference?
Ellen Clarke

It depends on the USB hardware you con-
nect. Most low-bandwidth peripherals such 
as keyboards, mice, and printers won’t 
work noticeably faster under USB 2.0, but 
you could see a major difference with data-
storage devices such as USB flash drives, 
or external optical or hard drives. USB 1.1’s 
transfer rates top out at 12Mbps (1.5MB per 
second), but USB 2.0 raises that theoretical 
roof way up to 480Mbps (60MB per sec-
ond), clearly much less of a bottleneck. (In 
the real world, USB 2.0 transfers max out 
around 40MB per second.)

I’m surprised, though, that your year-old 
PC doesn’t support USB 2.0. To double-
check: Right-click My Computer, go to 

Properties > Hardware > 
Device Manager, and unfold 
the “Universal Serial Bus 
controllers” line. If you see 
some kind of “Enhanced” 
USB controller entry under 



it, some or all of your ports are actually 
running USB 2.0.

Otherwise, upgrading is easy and 
cheap—USB 2.0 cards that plug into a PCI 
expansion slot cost as little as $10. Just 
note: Only the ports on the card itself will 
support USB 2.0—the card won’t upgrade 
the PC’s built-in ports to 2.0.

LAPTOP-GRAPHICS LABYRINTH
I recently bought an HP notebook. I wasn’t 
into gaming at the time, but I bought The 
Mark, then F.E.A.R—and now spend my 
free time playing. My question: How can I 
upgrade my laptop’s graphics card? Shopper
often talks about upgrading desktops, but not 
notebooks. Can you help a soldier out? 
Sgt. Marcus Stewart

Sorry to disappoint a serviceman, but 
the prospects for upgrading your laptop’s 
internal graphics are bleak. If your note-
book uses an integrated graphics chipset 
(check the specs, or contact HP support for 
details), you may be stuck. Because these 
chipsets are built into the mainboard, you 
can’t just pull them out and swap in a 
replacement.

One possibility, though, is that the laptop 
uses a graphics architecture developed by 
nVidia called Mobile PCI Express Module 
(MXM). MXM puts the graphics hardware 
on a small, swappable internal circuit 
board, making it easier for laptop makers 
to install different graphics processors on 
the fly and offer a choice at time of sale. 

nVidia claims a secondary benefit of 
MXM is user upgrades, but it’s really a Wild 

West situation. You’ll have to figure out if 
your laptop supports MXM—not all laptop 
makers divulge the details—and getting to 
the MXM connector itself is usually war-
ranty-voiding and hair-raising. You may 
have to remove the keyboard or bottom 
shell, as well as cooling hardware and other 
parts to access it. The process is 
nonstandard and varies by model.

Heat dissipation is another hurdle. If 
your notebook wasn’t designed for the po-
tentially hotter-running graphics module 
you install, cooling and stability troubles 
may arise. Laptops are unforgiving in this 
regard, since their components are packed 
so tightly. Plus, skill with a Dremel tool 
helps—sometimes, getting a new module 
to fit requires slight modification of the 
heat sink. And if that doesn’t send you 
fleeing, screaming, for the exit, MXM mod-
ules come in several form factors—like PC 
Cards, in Type I, II, and III varieties. For all 
these reasons, you should upgrade only to 
one sanctioned by the laptop maker.

Finding MXM modules is another chal-
lenge. Your laptop maker might sell them 
as replacement parts, but otherwise a good 
starting point is MXM-Upgrade (www.
mxm-upgrade.com). I can’t vouch for their 
sales service, but you’ll find good general 
advice there.

One new alternative is forthcoming: an 
external graphics card. The Asus XG Sta-
tion (usa.asus.com) is an external module 
that communicates with your laptop’s 
ExpressCard slot and hosts a PCI Express 
graphics card. You’ll need to connect your 
laptop to an external LCD monitor to use it, 

though—it doesn’t accelerate the image on 
the laptop’s own display.

IS CAR COOLANT COOL?
Aftermarket cooling has cost me big bills for 
my PC, and I still have problems with heat 
once in a while. So, I switched my PC to liquid 
cooling, but the coolant costs way too much 
since I’m running my computer 12 hours a day. 
Just wondering: Can I use car coolant 
instead of PC coolant?
John Nguyen

My first concern: Where’s all that coolant 
going? If the cooling system is sealed, it 
shouldn’t evaporate or (heaven forbid) leak. 
I suppose if you’re often reconfiguring and 
draining your cooling system, however, you 
could deplete pricey PC-specific 
coolant quickly.

I wouldn’t recommend automotive 
coolant (ethylene glycol). While it probably 
won’t cause any harm, it’s more viscous 
than pure water, potentially slowing the 
flow in your cooling system or causing the 
pump to work harder. It’s also a poorer 
heat conductor, and you don’t need its 
antifreeze properties unless you’re running 
your PC inside an igloo. I’d suggest using 
simple distilled water. It’s pure and very 
cheap in gallon jugs at your local super-
market.

Don’t confuse distilled water with 
bottled mineral waters like Evian. These, 
and tap water, often contain trace mineral 
deposits that, over time, can collect in a 
cooling system or react with certain met-
als, causing corrosion.

TIP OF THE MONTH:
MORE HISTORY LESSONS

Regarding your July question “Rewriting 
History,” about clearing Google’s search 
history: I could never imagine myself us-
ing the Clear Forms method mentioned to 
remove these search-history items—I visit 
way too many Web sites where I use the 
stored info in forms.

I use Mozilla Firefox, not IE. To delete an 
individual item that appears in a search- 
or URL-history drop-down in Firefox: 
When you see the item show up in the 
list of past searches, use the keyboard’s 
down arrow to highlight it, then hit the 
Shift+Delete key combination.
Paul Bender

Thanks for this little-known but savvy 
Firefox tip! This is handy for deleting 
mistyped items that show up in a form 
field’s history list—or items from your 
search or URL history you don’t want 
other users stumbling across (say, your 
searches for “Barry Manilow MP3s” or 
your visits to www.celebritygossip.
com). Firefox lets you do this selec-
tively, without purging the entire his-
tory, scorched-earth style. Note that in 
Windows XP, sometimes Delete alone 
(without the Shift) works, too.





Overclocking can save you cash by letting you buy 
lower-end equipment when building or upgrading 
a PC, or help you squeak a little more performance 
out of an older system. If you’re buying parts with 
overclocking in mind, research them first in online 
forums, because some processors, motherboards, 

and memory have better reputations for overclockability than 
others.

Three key components determine your PC’s overclocking 
potential. First, you need a motherboard with a BIOS that lets 
you adjust your processor’s speed. Most motherboards you can 
buy for building your own PC allow this. (These same boards 
also tend to be used by smaller PC makers in their systems.) 
Until recently, few motherboards from major PC makers such 
as Dell and Hewlett-Packard gave access to overclocking set-
tings, though the capability is present in their newer enthusi-
ast systems.

Next is the processor. The fastest ones have little headroom 
for overclocking—typically, they’re already running at close to 
their peak speed. Conversely, midrange processors often cost 
less than half what the current top-end CPU does, but they are 
often overclockable into the same speed range as a high-end 
CPU.

 Finally, you can overclock memory, though only the new-
est DDR2 and DDR3 modules can be pushed hard enough to 
deliver a significant performance boost. Your graphics card (if 
your PC has one) is a potential fourth overclocking candidate, 
but the procedure varies by the model you have. (See the side-
bar “Overlocking Your Graphics Card.”)

Running your processor and other components 
at higher-than-rated speeds increases the heat 
inside your system, so to keep things running 
reliably, you may need to boost your PC’s cooling. 
The main target here is the heat-sink/fan com-
bination that cools your processor. Using stan-

dard coolers, some processors, such as Intel’s quad-core Core 
2 chips, already run uncomfortably hot at stock speeds when 
working at full capacity. If you encounter heat troubles (oper-
ating temperatures vary by processor, but should be between 
30 and 65 degrees Celsius), a CPU-cooler upgrade is order.

A cooler like Thermalright’s Ultra-120 eXtreme (www.
thermalright.com) can significantly boost your overclock-
ing potential. With this 
heat sink and a 1,600rpm 
120mm fan, our maxi-
mum temperatures with 
a Core 2 Extreme QX6700 
processor dropped from 
85 degrees Celsius to a 
more manageable 63. 
Heat-pipe-equipped 
heat sinks such as the 
eXtreme have gotten 
good enough that water 
cooling is needed only 

Need more speed? Boost 
performance without buying 
new hardware.

 is like getting 
a free upgrade. By adjusting the speed 
at which your desktop system’s core 
components—processor, memory, and 
motherboard—operate, you can score a 
noticeable performance gain.

It’s not for the faint of heart (or hard-
ware), however. You can cause your sys-
tem to become unstable and, in a worst-
case scenario, damage components and 
void your warranty. But if you’re ready 
for the challenge, read on. This crash 
course will take you through the ba-
sics—and, with luck, help you keep the 
crashes at bay. Thermalright 

Ultra-120 
eXtreme



for extreme overclocking. Just be warned: Some upgrade 
CPU coolers require you to remove the motherboard to 
install them—the cooler may use a nonstandard backing 
plate (the heat sink screws into this) that needs to be situ-
ated underneath the motherboard.

Before you start overclocking, you need to under-
stand how your processor’s speed is determined. 
While newer processors typically have an internal 
speed (the rate at which they execute instructions) 
anywhere from 1.6GHz to 3GHz, they communicate 
with the motherboard and memory much more 

slowly. The communication channel used for this is called the 
front-side bus (FSB) with Intel processors or HyperTransport (HT) 
with AMD chips.

The speed of your CPU’s FSB is tied to the speed of your moth-
erboard’s system clock, or the circuit that controls the speed of all 
of your computer’s operations. (This value is usually listed in the 
BIOS.) The FSB speed is reached by multiplying the system-clock 
speed by another value (usually 4 for current Intel processors, but 
it can vary depending on the CPU model). For example, a mother-
board running a Core 2 Duo chip on a 1,066MHz FSB has a system 

clock of 266MHz (266 times 4 equals 1,066), and a Core 2 Extreme 
chip with a 1,333MHz FSB has a system-clock speed of 333MHz 
(333 times 4 equals 1,333). This is important to overclocking be-
cause most chips are overclocked by increasing the system-clock 
value to speed up the FSB.

To actually make the change, enter your motherboard’s BIOS 
settings screen. (Typically, you press Delete or F2 upon booting; 
check your motherboard manual.) Some manufacturers disable 
or hide overclocking settings; on some Award BIOS setups, you 
must press Shift+F1 to enable the advanced settings.

Look for a section labeled something like “Advanced Chipset 
Features” or “Chipset Configuration.” Then, find the FSB setting, 
and increase it. (Note that while many BIOS setup utilities call 
the setting something like “FSB Frequency,” you’re actually ad-
justing the system clock—this mislabeling is why the number 
you see for the setting is typically in the range of 266MHz to 
333MHz, even though your PC’s FSB is more likely in the range 
of 800MHz to 1,333MHz.) A 5 percent increase is a good con-
servative start. Reboot your system, and see how things run. If 
everything’s good, try adding another 5 percent at a time, until 
stability or heat issues arise. Then back down to the most 
recent stable value.

Sometimes slightly increasing the voltage of your processor or 
chipset in the BIOS settings can alleviate stability problems, but 
it also ratchets up the heat and can even damage components 
if you choose a value dramatically higher than the default. Start 
one notch up from your CPU’s default value (usually shown in the 
BIOS) and see if that helps; if it doesn’t, go up one notch at a time, 
checking for a spike in heat or instability after each increase. Many 

Increasing the CPU frequency from 200MHz to 225MHz will 
overclock a 2GHz processor to 2.25GHz.

High-end processors let you overclock simply by boosting the 
multiplier, called “CPU Ratio” here.

ATI’s 
Catalyst 
Control 
Center



newer motherboards offer an “Auto” voltage setting that increases 
voltage automatically when overclocking; choose this if available.

It’s much easier to overclock today’s high-end processors. The 
Core 2 Extreme, Pentium 4 Extreme Edition, and Athlon 64 FX chip 
families have “unlocked multipliers,” allowing you to speed them 
up without altering the FSB or HT bus. For instance, the 2.66GHz 
Core 2 Extreme QX6700 has a default multiplier of 10. Changing 
it to 11 boosts its internal speed to 2.92GHz (266MHz times 11); 12 
gives you 3.2GHz. 

You can get an additional, smaller performance boost 
by overclocking your PC’s RAM. Many newer moth-
erboards offer direct control over memory speeds. 
In such a case, you would use the same techniques 
as for overclocking the processor: Boost in small in-
crements, then test for stability. How far you can go 

varies by the RAM. We easily boosted Corsair’s XMS3 DHX DDR3 1,333MHz memory, for instance, to 1,450MHz. But an older set of 
Corsair XMS2 DDR2 675MHz modules only reached 700MHz before 
stability troubles welled up.

Also, you may have to increase latency (a setting that dictates 
how long the system waits between memory accesses) to run the 
memory safely at faster speeds, which can nullify the benefit of 
the faster clock rate. How much you might need to tweak latency 
varies dramatically, depending on not just the speed of the RAM, 
but also its type (DDR, DDR2, DDR3). For more guidance, check the 
RAM manufacturer’s Web site—enthusiast brands such as Corsair 
and OCZ often have references showing recommended latency 
values at overclocked speeds, and their forums are usually full of 
useful examples.

Some motherboards tie memory speed directly to FSB or HT 
speeds, so boosting those also overclocks the memory. If that’s the 
case, however, you may need to adjust the memory settings in the 
BIOS to a slower-than-rated speed to compensate. For example, 
if you have 533MHz DDR memory and you boost your FSB by 20 
percent, you may need to lower your memory settings to 400MHz 
or even 333MHz to keep the memory speed in a safe range. Oth-
erwise, your memory could end up clocked at the equivalent of 
640MHz, a speed at which it’s unlikely to run in a stable fashion.

Overclocking too aggressively can lock up your sys-
tem or cause it to crash when you first boot. If yours 
does, reset the computer, enter the BIOS, and try 
reducing speeds or increasing voltage to try and get 
a successful boot. If you can’t get into the BIOS at all, 
power off completely and restart.

Some motherboards, Asus models among them, reset to de-
fault speeds if an overclocking attempt fails. If your motherboard 
doesn’t, you may have to clear the CMOS memory, which contains 
your clock settings, to get back to square one. You generally accom-
plish this by moving a jumper on your motherboard to another set 
of pins, then moving it back. Check your motherboard manual for 
the procedure and the location of the jumper.

The first major test of a successful overclock is whether your 
system successfully loads Windows. If it does, your next step is to 
give your PC a workout using a series of software tools to test its 
stability. (See the sidebar “How to Test Your Tweaks.”) If it passes 
muster, pat yourself on the back—and enjoy your free upgrade.

Newer motherboards typically let you directly set memory speed.

CPU-Z







Earn your water wings
Keeping your overclocked multicore CPU from 
going into meltdown doesn’t have to involve a 
knot of hardware and headaches. The $159.95 
H20-120 Compact CPU Liquid Cooling Unit from 
Swiftech is an all-in-one water-cooling system 
that integrates the pump, CPU cooling block, flu-
id reservoir, and radiator into two space-saving 
units. Swiftech also sells extra tubing and wa-
terblocks for adding graphics cards and onboard 
chipsets to the cooling party. Plus, an optional 
bracket lets you install the radiator/reservoir 
unit outside your case, instead of inside. The 
stock kit supports Intel 775 and all recent AMD 
CPU sockets. Swiftech, www.swiftech.com

Switcheroo—with audio, too
Most keyboard/video/mouse (KVM) switches let you share a single monitor 
and set of input devices between two or more PCs—but what about your 
speakers? IOGear’s $159.95 MiniView Micro DVI PS/2 KVM Switch solves 
that sticky sound problem by incorporating audio switching. You can even 
switch the video/input and audio signals independently, letting you, for 
example, listen to music on one PC while working on another. Plus, a handy 
hardware pushbutton lets you toggle between PCs with a tap, if you don’t 
want to meddle with keyboard hotkeys. A DVI-input monitor is required. 
IOGear, www.iogear.com

Home-brewed home theater
Antec’s $219 Fusion Black 430 PC case hides your custom-built home theater system in a seriously slick shell. Decked out like 
a stereo receiver, the Fusion has a front panel anchored by a component-style volume control, plus an LCD panel for display-
ing media-playback info, such as music-track names. Also included: a 430-watt power supply, and a Windows Media Center 
Edition- and Vista-compatible infrared remote. The Fusion measures 5.5x17.5x16.3 inches and accepts MicroATX mother-
boards only. Antec, www.antec.com



The case for minimalism
With its minimalist aesthetic, Sunbeam’s $69.99 
Tuniq 3 case provides high-end looks at a moder-
ate price. (The construction is mostly steel, with 
an aluminum-and-plastic front panel.) This ATX 
midtower looks sedate on the outside, apart from 
cold-cathode lighting in the base, but features a 
welcome innovation on the inside: An unusual 
bracket that lets you suspend several fans at the 
case’s midpoint for extra CPU or graphics-card 
cooling. And with seven front-accessible drive bays 
(five of them 5.25-inch) and seven PCI-card open-
ings, you won’t soon run out of room for parts. 
Sunbeam/Tuniq, www.tuniq.com.tw

More power, please!
Need more juice for a new watt-hungry graphics card, 
but dread the rewiring hassle of replacing your main 
power supply? Spire’s $79.99 NitroPower VGA Booster 
can untangle the problem. It’s a supplemental power 
supply that mounts in a 5.25-inch drive bay. This second-
ary supply has two discrete 12-volt, 20-amp rails with a 
peak output of 450 watts. Four PCI Express power con-
nectors help handle extreme graphics-power needs, up 
to Quad SLI. Go forth and game! Spire, power.spire.nl

Deep space
Build your dream system inside the $199 Cooler
Master Cosmos 1000. This hulking-yet-slick ATX case 
has room for almost anything you might want to cram 
into a custom-made PC: six removable trays for hard 
drives, as well as five 5.25-inch front-accessible drive 
bays. Noise-deadening material lines the side panels, 
and a removable channel helps direct airflow onto your 
graphics cards. Make sure you have room for it, though: 
at roughly two feet deep and two feet high, think Jupi-
ter, not Mercury. Cooler Master, www.coolermaster.com
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  you’d never get caught with your pants down—and your  
  antivirus software out of date.

Today, new Internet threats appear faster than most security products 
can react—putting you and your PC at risk. Unless you’re running 
BitDefender. With its patent pending B-HAVE proactive protection, it 
actually protects you from threats even before they’re discovered. And 
unlike some, BitDefender won’t slow your PC to a crawl. So don’t trust 
your critical files and your identity to a reactive security solution. 
Get BitDefender with proactive protection, and change your future now. 

The Future of Security Now

FREE
24 x 7

Technical 
Support

If you could only see the future…If you could only see the future…

Try it FREE for 30 Days

www.bitdefender.com/FREE/cps









® OPEN SUNDAYCALL TOLL FREE

1-800-960-2237
SINCE
1979!

5 FERNWOOD AVE, RARITAN CENTER, EDISON, NJ 08837 C.O.D.

FAX 1-718-228-8727

ALL MERCHANDISE IS BRAND NEW & FACTORY FRESH!

ORIGINALLY FROM

OLD ORCHARD

BEACH, MAINE

WORLDWIDE
SHIPPING

Orders and 
Inquiries can now be 

E-Mailed to us at: 
info@abesofmaine.com

or 718-645-1818

wwwwww.abesofmaine.com.abesofmaine.com

ORDER NOW & RECEIVE $10.00 OFF YOUR PURCHASE.

IF ORDERING BY PHONE, MENTION THIS OFFER TO 

THE SALESPERSON. IF ORDERING ONLINE, ENTER 

PROMOTION CODE “LBG” UPON CHECKOUT.

Company Policy: To order use any Major Credit Card. COD orders welcomed, call for details. Or mail in Bank, Cashiers or Certified Check. For Personal Check or Money Order, allow approximately 4 weeks for delivery. Call toll-free for Shipping & Handling Charges. All merchandise is Brand New unless otherwise stated
in our ad. Exchange or Refund less Shipping, Handling and Restocking fee of 10% allowed within 10 Days from date of receipt only if returned in original mint condition with carton, packing, papers and unfilled warranty cards. Some products may reflect a final price after manufacturer rebates. Quantities Limited. Not
responsible for typographical errors. DCA#0898874 Enjoy your Order

HOLIDAY HOURS
Mon. -Thurs..............9:30AM-10:30PM
After Thanksgiving .........9:30AM-11:00PM
Friday .......................9:30AM-5:00PM
Saturday......................................Closed
After Thanksgiving Sat....6:00PM-11:00PM
Sunday ..................10:00AM-7:00PM

DSC-H3................................................NEW!
DSC-H7................................................NEW!
DSC-H9 Silver and Black ...........IN STOCK!
DSC-W55  all colors ..........................189.99
DSC-W80 all colors ...........................224.99
DSC-W90 all colors ...........................269.99
DSC-T100 all colors ..........................334.99
DSC-T200 ............................................NEW!
DSC-T70 ..............................................NEW!
DSLR-A100K......................................669.99
DSC-W200 ..........................................CALL!
DSC-W55 ...........................................189.99
DSLR-A100 ........................................589.99

SONY DIGITAL CAMERAS

D200 .............In Stock!

D80 ...............In Stock!

D40 ......................Call!

DX40 All Kits ..In Stock!

Coolpix P5000 .....NEW!

Coolpix P5100 .....NEW!

Coolpix S200 .....199.99

Coolpix S500 .......NEW!

Coolpix S50 ........NEW!

Coolpix S51 All clrs .NEW!

Coolpix S50C .......Call!

Coolpix L12 .......144.99

Coolpix L14..........NEW!

Coolpix L15..........NEW!

Coolpix P50 ........NEW!

NIKON DIGITAL CAMERAS

CANON DIGITAL CAMERAS

Stylus 760 .....209.99

Stylus 770SW ....NEW!

Stylus 790SW.....NEW!

Stylus 1000 .....NEW!

Stylus 1200 .....NEW!

Stylus 830 .......NEW!

Stylus 820 .......NEW!

SP 550 .............NEW!

E510 .......IN STOCK!

E-410 ..............CALL!

E-410 ......IN STOCK!

FE240 ............204.95

FE280 ..............NEW!

Stylus 290........NEW!

Stylus 300 .......NEW!

SP-560 ............CALL!

OLYMPUS DIGITAL CAMERAS

EX-V7...................................................NEW!

EX-Z1050 all colors...........................224.99

CASIO DIGITAL CAMERAS

Z1275................................................209.99
Z885 ............................................IN STOCK
V803....................................................NEW!
V1003................................................164.99
M853 ...........................................IN STOCK

KODAK DIGITAL CAMERAS

Optio A40 ......................................NEW!

Optio M40 ............................IN STOCK!

Optio W30............................IN STOCK!

Optio E40 ......................................NEW!

K100D Super .......................IN STOCK!

K10D ...........................................729.99

PENTAX DIGITAL CAMERAS

Finepix S5 ProNEW!

Finepix S850...NEW!

Finepix E900.199.99

Finepix F50....CALL!

Finepix F40.....NEW!

Finepix F31.....NEW!

Finepix A800...NEW!

Finepix S700...NEW!

Finepix Z5......CALL!

Finepix Z10.....NEW!

FUJI DIGITAL CAMERAS

DMC-FZ50 Silver & Black ..........439.99

DMC-FZ8 ...................................239.99

DMC-LX2 All Colors ...................379.99

DMC-FZ100 .........................IN STOCK!

DMC-LC1K ...............................1099.99

DMC-TZ3 All Colors ...................279.99

PANASONIC DIGITAL CAMERAS

CANON EOS 40D
• 10 Megapixel Digital SLR

• Digic II Processor

• 6.5 Frames

per second

• 3” LCD Screen

NEW!NEW!

PENTAX K100D
W/18-55MM LENS

• 6 Megapixel Digital Camera

• 2.5 LCD Screen

• 16-Segment Multi 

Pattern Metering

IN STOCK!IN STOCK!

PENTAX K10D
• 10.2 Megapixel Digital SLR

• Shake Reduction System

• 22 Bit A/D converter

$$729729 9999

NIKON D80 
• 10.2 Megapixel Digital SLR

• 11 Area AF System

• High Sensitivity with 

Noise Reduction

• 3D Color Matrix II 

CASIO EX-V7
• 7.2 Megapixel Digital Camera

• Anti Shake DSP

• 7X Optical Zoom

• Super IFE 

Battery

KODAK Z712IS 
• 7 Megapixel Digital Camera

• 4.2X Digital Zoom

• 12X Optical Zoom

• Optical Image Stabilizer

PANASONIC DMC-FZ18
• 8 Megapixel Camera 

• 18X Optical Zoom Lens

• Optical Image 

Stabilizer

• 28mm Wide 

Angle Lens

SONY DSC-T200
• 8 Megapixel Digital Camera

• 5X Optical Carl 

Zeiss Lens

• Macro Mode

• 3.5” LCD 

Screen

NEW!NEW!

SONY DCR-DVD408
Mini DVD Camcorder
• 10X Optical Zoom

• 80X Digital Zoom

• 2.1 Megapixel CMOS Sensor

• 2.7” Wide LCD 

Screen

$$469469 9999

SONY HDR-SR5
Hi-Def Hard Drive Camcorder
• 10X Optical Zoom

• 80X Digital Zoom

• 2.7” LCD Screen

$$739739 9999

SONY DSLR-A100
• 10 Megapixel Digital SLR 

• Super Steady Shot

• Anti-Dust Technology

• 2.5” LCD Screen

$$589589 9999

NIKON COOLPIX S51
• 8.1 Megapixel 

Digital Camera

• 3X Optical Zoom

• Optical VR Lens

• 3” Hi-Res LCD

CANON POWERSHOT
SD870 • 8 Megapixel Camera 

• Digic III Processor

• 28mm Wide Angel Lens

• 3 LCD Screen

• 3ISO 1600

NEW!NEW!

OLYMPUS STYLUS 770SW
• 7.1 Megapixel Digital Camera 

• 5 Ft. Shockproof Protection

• Waterproof up to 33 ft.

• Freezeproof up to 14
0
f

• Crushproof up to 220lb.

• 2.5” LCD Screen

FUJI FINEPIX S700
• 7 Megapixel Camera 

• 8 White Balance Modes

• 2.5” LCD Screen

• Dual Media Slots 

DIGITAL SLR

30 DAY 

MONEY BACK

GUARANTEE

NO RESTOCKING FEE!

WE CARRY A 

FULL LINE OF

SLR BODIES, 

LENSES, AND

FLASHES

WE CARRY A 

FULL LINE OF

LARGE

SCREEN TVS,

LAPTOPS,

PRINTERS,

PROJECTORS,

AUDIO, GPS,

SMALL HOME

APPLIANCES,

VCR’S, and

DVD PLAYERS

Please visit

our website or

call us toll free 

for product 

information.$$309309 9999

EOS 30D.........NEW! ..

EOS Rebel XTiNEW! ..

EOS Rebel XTCALL!

PS A560..........NEW!

PS A570 IS......NEW!

PS A650 IS......NEW!

PS 720 IS........NEW!

PS 950 IS........NEW!

PS SD800 .....284.99

PS SD1000 ...209.99

SD850IS..........NEW!

S5 IS ..............NEW!

EOS 5D .........CALL! ..

EOS 1D Mark II N NEW!

PS G9 ............CALL! ..

SONY CAMCORDERS
DCR-DVD108...339.99

DCR-DVD308.....CALL!

DCR-DVD408...519.99

DCR-DVD508.....CALL!

DCR-HC28 .........NEW!

DCR-HC38 .........NEW!

DCR-HC48 .........NEW!

DCR-SR5....IN STOCK!

DCR-SR7....IN STOCK!

DCR-SR42 .........NEW!

DCR-SR62 .........NEW!

DCR-SR82 .........NEW!

DCR-SR200 .......NEW!

DCR-SR300 .......NEW!

HVR-A1U ...........CALL!

HVR-Z1U........4339.99

HDR-FX1........2899.99

HDR-FX7........2699.99

HDR-UX5 ...........CALL!

HDR-UX7 ...........CALL!

HDR-CX7 .........879.99

CALL!CALL! $$209209 9999

NEW!NEW!In Stock!In Stock!

DIGITAL CAMERAS

CAMCORDERS

35MM

$$439439 9999 $$189189 9999

40 GB Handycam Camcorder
• Professional Carl Zeiss Lens

• 2.7” Widescreen LCD

• 10X Optical Zoom

• 80X Digital Zoom

NEW!NEW!

SONY DCR-SR200

JVC CAMCORDERS
GZ-MG130....................................NEW!

GZ-MG155. ...........................IN STOCK!

GZ-MG255....................................NEW!

GZ-MG555....................................NEW!

GZ-HD7.................................IN STOCK!

5.37 MP Digital Camcorder
w/30 GB Hard Drive
• 10X Optical Zoom

• 300X Digital Zoom

• 2.7” Widescreen LCD

NEW!NEW!

JVC GZ-MG555

PANASONIC CAMCORDERS

PANASONIC PRO CAMCORDERS

PV-GS80 .........CALL!

PV-GS85..........NEW!

SDR-H20 .........NEW!

SDR-H200 .......NEW!

HDC-DS1.........NEW!

PV-GS500 .....659.99

VD-RD100.......CALL!

VDR-D230.......CALL!

VDR-D210.......CALL!

VDR-D310.......CALL!

AG-DVX100B CALL!

AG-DVX200 ..IN STOCK!

HDC-DX1......IN STOCK!
HITACHI  CAMCORDERS

DZ-HS300 ......IN STOCK! DZ-HS500 ...........499.99

CANON XL-2
3 CCD Mini DV Camcorder
• 16:9 and 4:3 Aspect Ratio Shooting Formats

• XL Mount Interchangeable Lens

• Variable Frame Rate

• Optical Image Stabilization

• 20X Optical Zoom

• Color EVF with 2” LCD

CALL!CALL!

CANON GL-2
3 CCD MiniDV Recording
• 20X Optical Zoom • 100X Digital Zoom

• Optical Image Stabilizer

• 1.7 Megapixel Digital Still

• IEEE 1394 In/Out Terminal

• Manual Auto Level

Control

CALL!CALL!
CANON CAMCORDERS

DC50...................569

DC22..............449.99

DC100..............CALL!

DC210 ..............NEW!

DC220 ..............NEW!

DC230 ..............NEW!

ZR700 ..............CALL!

ZR800...............NEW!

ZR830...............NEW!

ZR850...............NEW!

HX-A1...........3299.99

HV20 ................NEW!

HG10................NEW!

HD Mini DV Camcorder
• 24P Cinema Mode
• USB 2.0 Full Speed Terminal
• Digic DV II
• 2.7 Widescreen

LCD

CALL!CALL!

CANON HV-20

$$384384 9999

PANASONIC PV-GS320
3 CCD Mini DV Camcorder
• 2.7” LCD Screen

• 700X Digital Zoom

• 10X Optical Zoom

CANON
EOS REBEL 
T2 KIT

USA Warrantied

Body with electronic 

flash with

Canon 28-90 III 4.0-5.6 Lens

NIKON N80
USA WARRANTIED 
BODY

$$279279 9999

$$237237 9999

PS SD750 all colors ..............................249.99
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MONO OR COLOR
With some color laser printers falling 
well below the $300 mark, it’s becoming 
easier to add splash to your documents 
without sacrificing speed. Monochrome 
models still offer a better value when 
you factor in performance, however.

RESOLUTION
The maximum number of dots per inch 
(dpi) a printer creates, measured both 
horizontally and vertically, is its print 
resolution. A 600x600dpi laser printer 
can therefore print 600 dots across by 
600 dots down within a 1-inch square. 
A 600dpi resolution is suitable for ev-
eryday printing. If you need to create 
more-professional-looking documents, 
though, look for models that can print 
at 1,200dpi or 2,400dpi.

SPEED
This spec indicates the number of pages 
per minute (ppm) a printer can output. 
Speeds will be lower when printing a 
mix of text and graphics, or if you are 
printing in color. Keep in mind that ac-
tual print speeds tend to be slower than 
the ones manufacturers quote, because 
they use draft-quality settings instead of 
real-world ones.

CONNECTIVITY
Nearly all new laser printers will have a 
USB 2.0 interface, but if your computer 
can’t support it, USB 2.0 is backward-
compatible with USB 1.1. While not opti-
mal, USB 1.1 is still fast enough for laser 
printing. If you want to share a printer in 
a small office, consider a model with an 
Ethernet port for its networking capabil-
ity. Even better, some printers support 
wireless printing using Wi-Fi.

Dell 1320c
(www.dell.com, $229)
Who says you have to spend a ton to get 
sharp color output? Nicely priced, the 
1320c is no slouch in the speed depart-
ment. You won’t get office-friendly fea-
tures such as duplexing or an expand-
able paper tray, but its small footprint 
makes it a good fit for home users. (See 
our review on p. 34)

Brother HL-4040CDW
(www.brother-usa.com, $499.99)
Whether it’s for a home or a small of-
fice, the HL-4040CDW color laser is easy 
to set up and churns out excellent-qual-
ity text. Built-in 802.11b/g Wi-Fi lets you 
share the printer among PCs without 
messy cables. You can also purchase 
high-capacity toner cartridges to save 
money in the long run.

Lexmark E450dn
(www.lexmark.com, $599)
If all you want is a monochrome 
workhorse that can churn out pages 
of text at a quick clip, try the E450dn. 
Prints look good, and the duplexing 
function helps you save paper. Our 
only gripe: At this price, you shouldn’t 
have to pay extra for additional 
paper capacity.

Lexmark
E450dn



Play for FREE and win Real Money prizes! 
We offer special Real Money Tournaments that cost nothing to join yet they pay out cash prizes to 
the winners. Join one of these Zero Buy-In Tournaments ($0 Buy-In) to enjoy the thrill of real 
money poker. 

No Deposit Necessary. No Credit Card Required! 
To be eligible to participate, all you have to do is download the software and register to open a 
player account. That's it. You don't have to make a deposit or give us your credit card. There is no 
risk to you and the rewards can build up fast. 

Win $80 in just 8 tournaments! 
By rolling your cash winnings from a Zero Buy-In tournament to higher stakes tournaments, you 
can win as much as $80 in as few as 8 tournaments - all without ever having to make a deposit or 
put up an initial stake. Of course, there is no limit to how much you can win, but by rolling early 
winnings into higher tournaments you can turn nothing ($0) into something ($80) very fast. 

Click for details on Single-Table Tournament stakes and prize pools. 

Why just play for free when you can play for free and win real money? Try it today! Here's how... 

How to join a Giveaway Tournament 
To find a Zero Buy-In table, go to the game room lobby and: 

1. Click the Real Money button 

2. Click the Single-Table Tournaments button 

3. Click Buy-In once or twice to sort for $0+$0 tables 

4. Click on any Shasta table with seats available 

5. Click Go to Selected Table to open the game window and click on any available seat to join 
the tournament. 

Have Fun and Good Luck! 

http://www.everestpoker.com/downloads/S14X2X/Everest Poker.exe
http://www.everestpoker.com/S14X2X/
http://www.everestpoker.com/downloads/S14X2X/Everest%20Poker.exe
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Compaq_Propietario/Mis%20documentos/%20%20http://www.everestpoker.com/S14X2X/
http://www.everestpoker.com/downloads/S14X2X/Everest Poker.exe





	TOC

