
       homes BEST

No. 4 AUS $9.95* 
NZ $11.95 (Both incl. GST)

SPECTACULAR SPACES
Houses, apartments, interiors & kitchens

290+
pages of design 

decadence

INSPIRATIONAL 
OUTDOOR 
LIVING IDEAS 

BTH 004_OFC_FINAL_NATIONAL.indd   1BTH 004_OFC_FINAL_NATIONAL.indd   1 1/03/2016   9:57:05 AM1/03/2016   9:57:05 AM



UNIQUE CONTEMPORARY ITALIAN DESIGN

www.sovereigninteriors.com.au
•  Complete Interior Design Service  •  Imported Italian Furniture  •  Lighting

•  Sculptures  •  Artwork  •  Glassware  •  Accessories  •  Window Treatments
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GOLD COAST SHOWROOM
84 Upton Street,
Bundall QLD 4217
Tel: 07 5592 0161
Fax: 07 5592 0383

SYDNEY SHOWROOM
69 O’Riordan Street,
Alexandria NSW 2015
Tel: 02 9693 5780
Fax: 02 9693 5982

DELIVERY COUNTRYWIDE
Email: info@sovereigninteriors.com.au
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100% HAND MADE IN ITALY

www.sovereigninteriors.com.au
•  Complete Interior Design Service  •  Imported Italian Furniture  •  Lighting

•  Sculptures  •  Artwork  •  Glassware  •  Accessories  •  Window Treatments
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GOLD COAST SHOWROOM
84 Upton Street,
Bundall QLD 4217
Tel: 07 5592 0161
Fax: 07 5592 0383

SYDNEY SHOWROOM
69 O’Riordan Street,
Alexandria NSW 2015
Tel: 02 9693 5780
Fax: 02 9693 5982

DELIVERY COUNTRYWIDE
Email: info@sovereigninteriors.com.au
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NSW
4 Ferris Street
North Parramatta
Sydney NSW 2151
T: 02 9630 8222

Enquiries:
info@talostone.com.au

facebook.com/talostone

talostone.com.au

9090 Statuario
15
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 15
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‘Statuario’ quartz
A revolutionary product in the stone, kitchen and 

bathroom industry exclusively by Talostone.

9090 Statuario 8150 Carrara Gold 3010 Arctic White

8050 River Sand 8270 Marquina

9080 Calacatta Gold

8300 Crema Marfi l 8250 Marmo Gris8110 Carrara Classic

8080 Carrara Gioia
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La dolce Vita  
MODERN BATHWARE 
View Collection at modabathware.com 

EXCLUSIVE TO ACS DESIGNER BATHROOMS

Woollahra
163 Edgecliff Rd NSW 2025

Richmond
229 Swan St VIC 3121

Crows Nest
113A Willoughby Rd NSW 2065

Fortitude Valley
QLD 4006 (Opening Early 2016)
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1300 898 889
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The HOUSE OF BAMBOO® Difference
Specialists in bamboo and sustainable materials

Showroom: 13 Erith St, Botany 2019  T: 1300 665 703  E: info@houseofbamboo.com.au  www.houseofbamboo.com.au

House of Bamboo_DPS.indd   2House of Bamboo_DPS.indd   2 1/6/2016   11:17:25 AM1/6/2016   11:17:25 AM



The House of Bamboo® has been in the bamboo 
industry for over 40 years and is recognised 

today as one of Australia’s leading suppliers.

Interior and Exterior Inspirations...

Showroom opening hours: Monday-Friday 9am-5pm, Saturday 9am-3pm Find us on Facebook!
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Designed,
engineered 
& made in 
Germany

Weinor Retractable Roof + Awning Systems

Uber dry. 

Semina LED Semi-CassetteZenara LED Cassette Opal Design LED Cassette Cassita l l  LED Cassette Paravento Side ScrLivona Open Awning

Rain, Wind + UV Protection

Standard Push Button Retraction

Year Round Al Fresco Living

LED Lighting For Extended Use

Instant Heat Infra Red Option

PMB B t H 3# DPS P t 260615 AS i dd 1
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Semina
Blinds
By Peter Meyer

55ears Warranty55 Head Office + Showroom
25 Richmond Rd Homebush NSW
Freecall Aust: 1 800 254 631
NZ Phone: +64 9 302 2499
Web: petermeyerblinds.com.au

a

Side Screen Panels Pergotex l l  Retractable Roof

Contact us for Dealer details

29/06/2015 10 09
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Factory Direct Showrooms
TERRY HILLS
02 9450 0900

GLENHAVEN
02 9680 8444

SYLVANIA
02 9522 4044
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www.splashes.com.au
At Splashes Spa World you can choose from 5 class leading 
spa ranges offering 50 different models of portable spas with 
as many as 130 different options – something for everyone.
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CALACATTA LUNA QUARTZ

NEW CALACATTA QUARTZ

CALACATTA BORGHINI QUARTZ

JORDAN GREY QUARTZ

CARRARA QUARTZ

RHF Supernatural Quartz Stone
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Marable supplies a wide range of marble, 
granite, travertine, limestone, onyx and 
engineered stone slabs.

Specialising in kitchen benchtops, bathroom 
vanities and splashbacks.

6 Green Street, Banksmeadow NSW 2019  T +61 (2) 9666 7772  E  info@marable.com.au  W  marable.com.au
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® WINNER 2015
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580 Parramatta Rd,  
Petersham 2049 NSW
02 9571 9999
02 9571 9900
info@ceerose.com.au 
www.ceerose.com.au

a

p
f
e
w

Ceerose is a leading 
prestige property 
group, which has won a 
reputation for delivering 
innovative and dynamic 
property developments in 
Sydney. 
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SMOOTH AS A BABY’S BOTTOM
THE CHOICE IS CRYSTAL CLEAR

Specialising in the supply and manufacture of crystal aggregate pool linings, Jewels 4 Pools offers 
a wide range of vibrantly-coloured fi nishes that are soft to touch and guaranteed to not fade.

The crystal pool lining requires minimal maintenance, is smooth on your feet, non-toxic,
inexpensive and simply stunning. The company’s innovative geopolymer is a polymer
additive designed specifi cally for pool renders containing glass or crystal and only sold 
through Jewels 4 Pools. When used as directed, geopolymer can greatly increase the
strength and workability of your pool’s render, while also reducing its permeability.

Backed by more than 30 years of industry experience, Jewels 4 Pools knows that a rough, 
pool surface can lead to sore feet and ruined swimsuits. The company is committed to 
providing its customers with a product that is not only gentle on skin but is also aesthetically 
beautiful to look at.

Unit 3/6 Enterprise Close, West Gosford 2250
Mobile: 0447 459 269  Email: crystal@jewels4pools.com
www.jewels4pools.com
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www.jewels4pools.com

PEARLFLO50

FI50

FLG50

FC50FBC50

BL4B3
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www. c h a z e l l e s . c o m . a u

Add a touch of elegant French fl avour to your home this winter.

SINGLE SIDED FIREPLACE C800R VE

15 YEARS
AUSTRALIA’S MOST

CELEBRATED FIREPLACES
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30 models that feature the unique dual opening door system for lateral and vertical door openings.
Enjoy the warmth and glow of an open fi re by sliding the glass door up and out of view or slide the glass 

door down and the unit will revert immediately to the effi ciency and safety of a slow combustion wood fi re.

NSW  Head Offi ce & Showroom, 396 Princes Highway, St. Peters NSW 2044, Tel: 02 9550 6290 
 VIC  4 Green Street, Thomastown VIC 3074, Tel: 03 9465 4433  WA  Unit 3, 42-44 Farrall Road, Midvale WA 6056, Tel: 08 9250 1322
SA  19 Marlow Road, Keswick SA 5035, Tel: 08 8371 1222  ACT  80-82 Wollongong Street, Fyshwick ACT 2609, Tel: 02 6280 7565 

QLD  Shop 4/125 Sugar Road, Maroochydore QLD 4558, Tel: 07 5443 7275  QLD  Shop 1A/1 Gateway Drive, Noosaville QLD 4556, Tel: 07 5473 0023
QLD  Shop 6A/566 Kawana Way, Birtinya QLD 4575, Tel: 07 5493 3744  TAS  266 Argyle Street, Hobart TAS 7000, Tel: 03 6234 1919

Single, double and triple sided models available.

DOUBLE SIDED FIREPLACE DF1200

CORNER FIREPLACE D1000 VAD TRIPLE SIDED FIREPLACE D1000EPI
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LIVINGAlfresco
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1300 882 188
www.dowell.com.au

Dowell has taken Alfresco Living one-step better, with the 

introduction of its beautifully designed Dowell bi-fold 

servery window.

The Dowell bi-fold servery window is the perfect ‘entertainer’ 

window. When open - the large open space forms a seamless 

connection between your kitchen and your alfresco living area, 

providing easy access for food and drinks, clear views and 

uninhibited flow of conversation.

Designed and manufactured in Australia, the Dowell bi-fold servery 

window is a high quality product that is well suited to the Australian 

climate. When closed - the Dowell bi-fold servery window can 

improve the comfort of your home with strong thermal and acoustic 

insulation performance, and provides strong security with double 

latch locks and a solid frame construction.

Contact a Dowell representative or visit any of our  

Dowell showrooms today.

Dowell

BI-FOLD
SERVERY
WINDOW
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“An inspirational building experience.”

PO Box 475, Moorebank NSW 2170 
P (02) 9822 7799  E info@starrconstructions.com.au

www.starrconstructions.com.au
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pride pools

You’ll be swimming with Pride

Pride Pools Pty Ltd
abn 11 002 923 024  builders lic 37424

phone 9436 2711  fax 9436 3966
email info@pridepools.com.au
web www.pridepools.com.au

Multiple Award Winners Gold, Silver & Bronze

Darryl Walters and Richard Lawley from Pride Pools offer a very 

personal service, building all types of domestic pools, in-ground 

spas and splash pools.

We create geometric, formal and the most natural looking 

pools. Comprehensive, fully detailed landscaped drawings are 

made for every swimming pool.

No site is too difficult – we combine engineering excellence with 

innovative architectural design.

Pride Pools has won many awards over the years, but our 

greatest satisfaction is in delivering a high quality pool to the 

client. We are members of SPASA and HIA.

35 years
of building innovative 

swimming pools
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Showroom  88 Lilyfi eld Road, Rozelle NSW  |  info@antiquefl oors.com.au  |  02 9810 8838

N WALK ON
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We don’t just build, we create a lifestyle.
For years we’ve built beautiful homes around Sydney for people who desire perfection. 

We’ve grown a reputation for delivering a perfect finish and beautiful work. We’re driven to 

always deliver a perfect project for every client and that’s the reason we’ve won the Master 

Builders, Building Excellence Award for three years in a row and have been nominated for 

the 2015 Australian Unit of the Year.

So if you’re looking to build, why not speak to the award winning team at ACG Building or 

visit our website to see more of our work at acgbuilding.com.au.

Residential Commercial Industrial Maintenance
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ARCHITECTS 
& BUILDERS

Design inspiration for your dream home

Project by ZAC Homes
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Out of the square
A family home gets a modern twist with clean lines, 

wide open spaces and a touch of luxury
PHOTOGRAPHY Marian Riabic

The landscaped garden and pool includes a spa and cabana-style 
structure where swimmers can escape the summer sun.
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SPACIOUS DESIGN
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A timber floating staircase introduces an 
organic element into the home, serving 
as a feature of the house. The staircase 
also provides a view of the landscaped 
garden and pool.
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A vacant block of land presents the 
opportunity to create something 
special without any of the 
hindrances that occur when a 

pre-existing structure lies in the way of your 
new abode. And that’s exactly what this 
Bella Vista, Sydney, home was afforded.

In a typical family residence, occupants 
tend to live on top of each other and spaces 
are fi lled to the brim. This modern take on 
a family home prioritises space, and there’s 
plenty of it for a couple with two young 
children. “The client wanted a spacious house 
in which they would feel comfortable,” says 
Nino Sanzari from Starr Constructions.

Beginning from scratch, there was a 
considerable amount of work to be completed, 
including a cinema, multi-car garage, 
courtyard, living and kitchen area, laundry, 
lounge room, dining room, four bedrooms and 
two bathrooms. Luckily, they were able to 
avoid calamities along the way. “There were 
no obstacles,” admits Nino.

The brief focused on the creation of a sleek 
space, so a neutral colour palette was used 
to complement the open nature of the home. 
Furnishings in beige and brown with hints of 
silver and marble exude a calming atmosphere 
throughout. A timber fl oating staircase 
introduces an organic element into the home, 
serving as a feature of the house. The staircase 
also provides a view of the landscaped garden 
and pool, which includes a spa and cabana-
style structure where swimmers can escape 
from the hot summer sun.

Boasting gardens overfl owing with green 
foliage, this home offers the family the perfect 
weekend escape to enjoy time outside together, 
as well as many private nooks where each 
person can relax and unwind. What more could 
you want from a family home? BH

more info?
Starr Constructions
02 9822 7799
starrconstructions.com.au

ABOVE This modern take on a family home, 
located in Bella Vista, prioritises space.
BELOW Furnishings in beige and brown with 
hints of silver and marble exude a calming 
atmosphere throughout.
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SPACIOUS DESIGN
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Modern marvel
A Sydney home that’s a capsule of energy and sophistication

WORDS Annabelle Cloros
PHOTOGRAPHY Marian Riabic
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This family of four knocked down 
their dated house and built 

a sleek, parapet-look residence.
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CITY SLICKER
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Spacious and welcoming, the
kitchen features a generous 
island/breakfast bar that also 
boasts handle-less drawers.
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The ideal home provides many things, 
the most common revolving around 
space, comfort, a classic colour 
palette and high-quality fi nishes. 

In this case, a family of four traded their dated 
house for a sleek, parapet-look residence 
thanks to the help of Starr Constructions.

Opting to knock down their existing 
residence, the family thought it was best to 
completely redesign and rebuild a property 
they could live in for many years to come. 
Comprising three levels, the new house 
contains plenty of room for the family and 
features four bedrooms, a study, bathroom and 
ensuite, offi ce, kitchen, rumpus/living room 
and an alfresco area. The spaces are connected 
by an on-trend colour palette of grey and 
white with subtle hints of colour to add 
warmth and excitement. Stunning views of the 
ocean and the city are also on display from 
multiple viewpoints, adding to the home’s 
calming atmosphere.

To encourage indoor–outdoor living, sliding 
doors can be stacked away to reveal a dining 
area located on the second storey. Ideal for 
entertaining or simply enjoying breakfast with 
the family, the kitchen and living areas are 
both located close by, emphasising the open-
plan layout. Spacious and welcoming, the 

kitchen features a generous island/breakfast 
bar that also boasts handle-less drawers, 
enabling kitchen appliances and crockery to 
be kept out of sight. A double sink is located 
away from the cooking area, helping to keep 
clean and dirty dishes separate.

The third storey contains the bedrooms, 
which showcase the stunning natural 
surroundings Killarney Heights offers. Timber-
look fl oorboards add warmth and offer a nice 
change from carpet.

The bathrooms are a standout feature 
of this modern home, with grey tiling and 
timber contrasting with the white fi xtures. A 
freestanding bath is a luxe addition and the 
perfect spot to enjoy some quality relaxation 
time after a stressful day.

For this young family, the end result is a 
home that is unmistakably theirs. Featuring all 
the trimmings, this house is comfortable and 
welcoming, offering the perfect space for the 
years ahead. BH

more info?
Starr Constructions
02 9822 7799
starrconstructions.com.au

To encourage indoor–outdoor living, 
sliding doors can be stacked away.
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Former glory
Peeling back the layers of a bad renovation 

to reveal classic beauty underneath
PHOTOGRAPHY Andrew Krucko Photography

The spacious, light-filled kitchen/
family/dining room with cathedral 
ceiling lined in V-jointed boarding.
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S ydney’s inner west is home to many 
older character-fi lled properties which 
have been exceptionally well maintained 
over the years or returned to their former 

glory with careful authentic restoration work. 
Unfortunately, this home, before its extensive 
renovations, was not one of them.

Many years ago the previous owners of the 
original house, located in Sydney’s inner west, 
removed the dwelling’s heritage feel, character and 
fi nishes and added a cement-rendered exterior and 
aluminium windows, which did not suit the style of 
the property. However, this family saw past this and 
recognised its true beauty.

“The brief given to us from the owners was to 
bring back the dwelling’s originality, allowing 
a spacious feel for their family — a husband 
and wife and their two young daughters,” says 
Frank Sciacca from builder SFN Constructions 
Pty Ltd, who was entrusted with the renovation. 
The builders and the family had worked together 
previously so had already established a good 
working relationship. “They are existing clients, 
in fact we renovated and extended their previous 
home in Leichhardt, also in Sydney’s inner west,” 
says Frank.

Designed by Colin Filmer Architects, the family 
home renovation features a spacious, light-fi lled 
kitchen/family/dining room with a cathedral ceiling 
lined in V-jointed boarding; main bathroom; 
powder room and laundry. Many of the property’s 
classic features have also been brought back to 
life, such as the architraves, high ceilings, fi replace 
and fl ooring. Outside, work was carried out to the 
garage, store room and outdoor bathroom attached 
to a cabana and in-ground pool.

Frank regards his favourite aspect of the 
renovation as the rear family area cathedral soffi t, 
located in the heart of the home. “However, the 
cathedral ceiling to the rear family/dining/kitchen 
area required substantial detail and coordination for 
the structural-steel members,” he says.

The palette used throughout the interior is one 
of natural, earthy colours — the internal bricks 
have been rendered and painted white, while the 
exterior is dry-pressed Bowral Brown face brick. 
The aluminium windows that did not suit the 
property have fortunately been replaced with cedar 
custom timber windows throughout, which is more 
authentic to the era of the home.

The family can now also enjoy life alfresco, 
in the cabana with its curved corrugated roof and 
adjacent painted timber pergola or in the in-ground 
pool surrounded by stone tiles. 

“There’s a feeling of character and warmth 
when you walk though this dwelling. We’ve really 
created a very homely feel,” says Frank. BH

more info?
SFN Constructions Pty Ltd
02 9550 0911
sfnconstructions.com.au

The classic styling of the 
kitchen adds a traditional 
touch to the renovation.

Many of the property’s classic 
features have been brought back 
to life, such as the architraves, high 
ceilings, fireplace and flooring.

The family can now also enjoy life alfresco, in 
the cabana with its curved corrugated roof 
and adjacent painted timber pergola or in the 
in-ground pool surrounded by stone tiles.
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Peter Glass & Associates  -  designing high quality, award winning 
swimming pools and landscapes for over 30 years.

To view some of our projects, including our latest 
‘National Pool of the Year’ winner,  please visit our website at:

www.peterglass.com.au
For more information or to arrange an appointment please phone us on: (02) 9906 2727  Associates of the Australian Institute of Landscape Architects

Peter Glass & Associates
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Pool Designers
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CONTEMPORARY ADAPTATION
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Classic feel
New England style is adapted 

in contemporary fashion on the 
Mornington Peninsula

The design is an open, light 
and airy adaptation of the 

New England style that 
is contemporary.
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CONTEMPORARY ADAPTATION

A lthough the existing Mornington 
Peninsula residence belonging to 
these homeowners was a dated 
holiday kit home, it offered an 

interesting two-storey New England-style front. 
The homeowners really loved the feel of this 
front extension and wanted to renovate the 
home and extend it to accommodate their needs.

The owners wanted to level the walk-
through to the new works with an open, light 
and airy adaptation of the New England style 
that is contemporary. The task was to remove 
the elevated holiday kit home and create an 
extension including a dining walk-through 
into the great room which features the family 
kitchen, scullery and highlight windows. This 
opens up to a north-facing swimming pool and 
glazed storeroom, which can be accessed from 
the family room and serviced from the scullery.

On the southern side, a courtyard was 
created to allow a view across the family room 

The great room features the family 
kitchen, scullery and highlight 

windows. This opens up to a north-
facing swimming pool.
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through to the pool. The master bedroom suite 
accommodating an ensuite, walk-in robe and 
its own private courtyard to the rear, plus 
a laundry and dog/mud room, were added.

The existing building was modifi ed with 
a vestibule-style entry, new stairs and fi nishes 
including a slate-tiled roof.

This home was designed to complement 
the original building’s fi nishes and is now 
crisp white with a grey slate roof, enhanced 
by natural rock and ironbark posts. Rendered 
brickwork and weatherboards work well to fi ll 
the owners’ wishes for a contemporary home 
that blends with the existing New England-
style cottage with a classic feel. BH

more info?
Graeme Alexander Homes
03 5975 4561
gahomes.com.au

It’s diff icult to believe this 
contemporary residence was 

once a dated holiday kit home.

On the southern side, 
a courtyard was created to 
allow a view across the family 
room through to the pool. 
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HIA member No. 520358

Designing and building your dream home is 

a very personal and rewarding experience.

We encourage you to be as much a part 

of the journey as you wish.

Your involvement increases your enjoyment 

from original design lines through to 

construction and beyond

– we are with you all the way.

Graeme Alexander Homes P/L  1 Albany Way, Mornington Vic 3931

P: 1300 301 055  I  F: (03) 5976 2380  I  www.gahomes.com.au

aspirations in design

Graeme Alexander Homes P/L

award winning designs
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Got it all
The combination of a clever design team and 
a centrally located block results in a building 

that provides for its residents while also 
complementing its environment

PHOTOGRAPHY Reg Blunt of EMB Photographics

Skylights were added in the top 
two units to make full use of 
natural light.
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The block has an 
incredible street 
presence and is 
perfectly located in the 
heart of Enmore.
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Known for its vibe and restaurant 
culture, Enmore in Sydney’s inner 
west offers a unique display of 
elements both young and old. 

The streets are lined with quaint heritage-
style homes while the walls of buildings are 
covered in graffi ti — a characteristic that 
has been turned into a feature of this 
new development. 

Inspired by the vibrancy of the graffi ti-
covered walls and the retro feel of the 
surrounding area, ACG Building, together 
with Alec Pappas Architects, transformed 
a neglected commercial building into a 
multifunctional, four-storey hub in Enmore’s 
town centre. With commercial spaces on 
the ground fl oor, the top levels host one- 
and two-bedroom apartments that evoke 
a modern, industrial feel with light-fi lled 

ABOVE The apartments look out over Enmore, 
a vibrant Sydney suburb.
LEFT Double-glazed windows contribute to each 
apartment’s insulated qualities. 

INDUSTRIAL CHIC
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The bedrooms feature 
a neutral colour palette 
with vibrant accent 
pieces that pop.

The open-plan living area 
creates a spacious, bright and 
comfortable environment for 
the whole family to enjoy.

The top levels host one- and two-
bedroom apartments that evoke a 
modern, industrial feel with light-filled
interiors and contemporary furnishings.
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The apartments contain 
either one or two bedrooms.

interiors and contemporary furnishings. Bold 
accent pieces pay homage to the graffi ti that 
now marks the walls of this new block.

Not only are the apartments’ interior 
fi nishes something to rave about, but the 
building materials and fi xtures are fi rst 
class. The building’s concrete-constructed 
walls look exquisite from street view and 
complement the buildings industrial style. 

On the inside, heavy-duty insulation was 
added to soundproof each apartment from the 
noisy streets, as well as to help maintain the 
temperature of the interior. Double-glazed 
windows also contribute to each apartment’s 
insulated qualities and skylights were added 
in the top two units to make full use of 
natural light.

While Peter Phokos of ACG Building admits 

there were numerous challenges to overcome 
during the building process — such as the 
need to strengthen the building’s foundations, 
run gas, electricity and water lines to the new 
fl oors, and ensure the retro, industrial style 
was maintained throughout the block — he 
and his team are incredibly happy with the 
end result. The building suits its location yet 
refl ects the modern era in which it was built 
and, most importantly, provides a light, bright, 
comfortable home for the new residents in the 
centre of a vibrant Sydney suburb. BH

more info?
ACG Building
0412 861 393
acgbuilding.com.au
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Home Units $300,001-$500,000
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www.sfnconstructions.com.au

Realising your visions with 
attention to every detail from 
commencement to completion
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The Aurora, Buildcraft Constructions’ 
new display home in the new 
HomeQuest Village, is a bold, 
contemporary and functional home 

that pushed the boundaries for the builder and 
the designer.

The brief was for a contemporary home 
to suit the needs of the modern Australian 
family. It needed to be able to evolve with 
time and naturally change and adapt to the 
family’s requirements. The brief was met by 
allowing the architectural elements of the 
house to shine in their own right, and also to 
integrate them within the interior through the 
use of shapes, colours and materials.

“The inspiration behind the Aurora came 
from keeping many successful elements of the 
fl oor plan from Buildcraft’s previous display 
home, The Sterling, and introducing new 
elements,” says Buildcraft Constructions.

The external colour scheme emphasises the 
minimalist design, with a modest palette of 

materials and colours applied to key areas to 
highlight a feature or form on the building. 
Acrylic render to the main body of the house 
creates a crisp, clean canvas to emphasise 
the dark window frames, dark stone-look 
tile cladding and feature timber as the hero 
elements. Timber cladding adds warmth to the 
otherwise monochromatic palette, which is 
then echoed through the landscaping.

The Aurora is minimalist in design, with 
clean lines, square shapes and sharp angles 
that combine for a dramatic statement 
both externally and internally, yet it sits 
comfortably in its surrounds.

The challenge for Buildcraft was to create 
a warm and cosy feel while still allowing for 
the open-plan, easy fl ow of the layout. This 
was achieved with timeless Italian 600mm x 
600mm porcelain fl oor tiles, which combine 
with oak tones in the timber staircase and 
joinery. This has created a contemporary 
home with internal décor able to adapt to 

a variety of individual design styles.
The external colours and materials fl ow 

into the interior and are used on a larger scale 
for warmth and to add interest and texture 
throughout the space. Oak timber tones, 
concrete, stone and dark-charcoal feature colours 
are used in the fl ooring and joinery throughout 
the house and offer contrast and warmth against 
the crisp white canvas of the walls.

The company opted for a blend of 
elements and interiors, with a nod to 
Scandinavian style which fi ts so well with 
the Australian way of life, adding subtle 
industrial detailing in a minimalist context. 
The interior concept provided a strong 
focus from the beginning, with layers added 
through the materials and furnishings for 
warmth, character and personality.

A striking formal living room with a fi replace 
greets you when entering the home. The large 
open-plan lounge also has a fi replace plus there’s 
very generous additional living space upstairs.

LEFT A fireplace welcomes you upon entry to the home.
ABOVE The spectacular master ensuite features a double 
shower, double floating vanity and a luxurious freestanding 
bath with a view.

Design evolution
A spectacular modern home designed for the 
Australian family today and into the future
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The external colour scheme 
of the home emphasises the 
minimalist design.

The open-plan kitchen/living/dining area is a 
standout in this design and with views out over the 
landscaped gardens and stunning in-ground pool 
through full-height windows, it is defi nitely the 
heart of the home. The dining area is framed by 
three skylight windows above, which allows natural 
light to pour into the room and provides a striking 
feature to defi ne this stylish and relaxing space.

The large galley-style kitchen is a chef’s 
dream, with ample storage; open pantry with 
sink and an area for tea, coffee, toaster and 
kettle; Miele appliances and generous bench 
space. The beautifully crafted Natural Oak 
Ravine joinery features the textured feel of the 
oak and dark charcoal, complemented by the soft 
marble-like tones in the stone benchtops.

There are four bedrooms in the main body of the 
house. The master bedroom was designed with 

both luxury and comfort in mind, and with an 
ensuite and walk-in wardrobe, it’s the ultimate 
retreat for adults. The master ensuite features 
a double shower, double fl oating vanity and 
a luxurious freestanding bath with a view.

To suit the modern family, there’s a fi fth 
bedroom/guest room in the generous cabana, plus 
an ensuite and a large open-plan living area. This 
well-appointed additional living space is linked 
to the main home by a spacious covered alfresco, 
for entertaining or intimate family gatherings. 
You can also directly access the generous alfresco 
dining area which links the cabana to create 
a variety of living options.

Both the main home and cabana, as well as 
the alfresco area, fl ow out to the lush landscaped 
gardens and pool, helping to blur the lines 
between inside and out. This adds to the holiday 

resort feel of this generous-sized family home.
These elements combine to create a stunning 

modern home designed for the needs of the 
Australian family today and into the future. It 
is a forward-thinking design that focuses on 
family living, integration and adaptability. It sits 
perfectly on its corner site, maximising natural 
light and providing environmental benefi ts 
through simple but effective design. 

The Aurora Display Home is at 46 Bruhn 
Circuit, Kellyville, in the HomeQuest Village. 
BH

more info?
Buildcraft Constructions
02 8814 7701
buildcraft.com.au

FOR THE FAMILY
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Multi Award Winners  
6  years in a row 
At Buildcraft we are defined by our commitment 
to communication, uncompromising craftsmanship 
and attention to detail.

Our personal involvement and unwavering dedication 
ensures that each home is designed and built to suit 
the spatial needs of our clients, resulting in a home 
that is as rich in beauty as it is in comfort and luxury.

When you have finished with the project homes, 
visit our display home and experience custom design.

Visit the Display Home 
8 Craigend Place, Bella Vista NSW 2153 

02 8814 7701 buildcraft.com.au

WHEN 
YOU WANT 
MORE THAN 
A PROJECT 
HOME

Visit the Display Home - The Aurora
Lot 3, Bruhn Circuit, Kellyville NSW 2155
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Sense of space
A knock-down-rebuild project results in a traditional 
and sophisticated family home with a modern edge

PHOTOGRAPHY Darren Edwards Photography

The construction was the result of a knock down 
and rebuild on Sydney’s upper north shore.

The roof is cleverly cantilevered 
over a section of the swimming 
pool, creating shade for hot 
summer days.

The spacious open-plan living area features 
the kitchen, meals and family room.
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ZAC Homes was approached by the homeowners to 
design and construct a four-bedroom family home 
that would fully utilise their site and incorporate 
a swimming pool design to fi t into and complement 

the dwelling and the block. 
Located on Sydney’s upper north shore, the previous 

home was dated so the owners purchased it with the 
specifi c intention of knocking it down and rebuilding.

“The initial brief from the homeowners, a lovely couple 
in their late 30s and early 40s with two young children was 
to recreate their current family home but improve certain 
aspects to enhance their lifestyle. The outdoor entertaining 
area was a good refl ection of this and a focal point,” says 
Shane Griffi th, general manager of ZAC Homes.

“The current family home was the initial inspiration. 
Our clients were very happy with the layout of their 
previous home but wanted to tweak a couple of things to 
better suit their lifestyle. Their children were also getting 
older and therefore their needs were changing and the new 
dwelling had to accommodate that, such as study areas, 
for example.

“It was also important to utilise the maximum site 
coverage but to stay within council standard rules, 
ensuring that the project could be approved as 
a complying development (CDC).”

Designed by David Luc of ZAC Homes, the residence’s 
ground fl oor accommodates a 2.5-car garage with ample 
storage; a large formal dining room of approximately 
25 square metres with glazed cavity sliding doors; and 
a separate home theatre room.

This fl oor also accommodates a three-way access 
laundry with laundry chute; spacious open-plan living area 
featuring kitchen, meals and family room; front study/
fi fth bedroom with two-way powder room that connects 
directly to the spacious alfresco with separate barbecue 
area via corner bi-fold doors; and a separate scullery with 
cellar access from behind the kitchen. “I think the scullery 
is pretty cool,” says Shane. The kitchen is well laid out 

and features excellent joinery work and the kitchen and 
family room open out directly to the pool, which provides 
wonderful family and entertaining areas.

Upstairs, the first floor features the main bathroom 
and four large soundproofed bedrooms, including a 
spacious master bedroom with his-and-hers wardrobes, 
a balcony and private ensuite with feature bath, double 
vanity and shower.

The roof is cleverly cantilevered over a section of the 
swimming pool, creating shade for hot summer days. 
Architecturally, the effect of extending the ground-fl oor 
roofl ine to project over the pool looks spectacular.

However, this method of construction proved 
challenging to the ZAC Homes’ building team, who had to 
work out how to cantilever the roofl ine approximately two 
thirds across the pool. Engineers were engaged to work 
with both the client and the construction team to achieve 
the maximum coverage, which would not only comply 
with the laws of physics, but also the client’s vision.

“As the roof over the alfresco area actually cantilevers 
over a large portion of the pool, our engineer was required 
to specifi cally design a steel structure to self-support 
the roof, in particular the corner of the alfresco which 
is signifi cantly overhanging the pool,” says Shane. “The 
outdoor living space and the way the alfresco roof extends 
over the pool is defi nitely my favourite part of the home. 
It’s a great space for the family to enjoy.” 

Once engineering was resolved, steel beams had to be 
blended back into the rendered external fi nish of the main 
dwelling. The team used blue board with an acrylic fi nish 
to seamlessly transition from the main dwelling to the 
roof overhang, maintaining the design integrity of the rear 
facade. The result is a very happy client.

A great sense of space and openness has been achieved 
thanks to the high ceilings and generous-sized, open areas. 
The dwelling was also oriented to take full advantage of 
airfl ow and heating to minimise energy costs.

“The clients had built before they had a good idea of 
what they were after,” says Shane. “As they were really 
happy with the colours and fi nishes in their previous 
home, a lot of these were translated into the new home. 
A traditional and sophisticated home was created with 
a modern edge. They hinted at traditional touches through 
items such as the cornices, skirting and hardwood fl oor 
fi nishes throughout all common areas but we were able 
to blend them well with the new simplicity of the other 
design elements such as the kitchens and bathrooms. This 
means the home has an elegant but also relaxed feel to suit 
family life.”

The quality of the home’s fi nish is outstanding and as 
a result, the dwelling won the prestigious Master Builders 
Association (MBA) award for Design & Construct 
$1 Million to $2 Million.

“In addition, the clients were a pleasure to work with, 
so the build all went quite smoothly,” adds Shane. BH

more info?
ZAC Homes
1300 350 793
zachomes.com.au

The kitchen is well laid out, 
with excellent joinery work.
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Your Home. Your Call.
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Division 2 - Design and Construct $1 Million - $2 Million

MBA AWARD WINNER
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Advertising Feature

Aspect has a unique service, which 
sensitively blends individual design 
relevant to today’s lifestyles with 
practical construction expertise.

With unparalleled excellence in authentic 
architectural diversity and more than a generation 
of experience, Aspect has become a benchmark 
in the prestige residential marketplace offering 
an all-inclusive service of building, interiors and 
landscape design as well as project management.

Our philosophy at Aspect Designs is to combine 
detailed and innovative concepts with a strong and 

continual personal interaction with every client. In 
doing this, we create a superior product refl ecting 
the client’s self-expression and individuality,

Through our close relationship with our 
preferred builders and by co-ordinating all the vital 
links in the chain of constructing an individual 
home, we are able to produce a superior result 
and save you time and money through our 
extensive experience.

Custom designed and built homes give you full 
control over the quality and function of your new 
home. These homes are unique; they are designed 

specifi cally for you and the land on which you 
want to build.

Those desiring a home which expresses their 
individuality will engage design professionals 
to ensure their home is tailored to their needs. 
Because of their originality, custom homes will 
require more attention to detail and documentation.

The design team at Aspect will streamline this 
process to ensure a superior result which will not 
only greatly enhance your investment but ensures 
the success of their projects in a timely and cost 
effective manner.

OUR HOMES HAVE A CERTAIN AIR, A STYLE ... 
A STATUS. THEY ARE DESIGNED FOR PEOPLE 

WHO WANT TO STATE THEIR APPRECIATION FOR 
AESTHETICS IN A SUBTLE WAY ... A LASTING WAY.

Excellence in 
every aspect.

Concept to 
completion.
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MASTER BUILDERS ASSOCIATION AWARDS
‘Best Metropolitan Home’ in the open category
‘Best Exhibition Home’ in its price range - The Aspect
‘Most Innovative Design’ in its category
‘Best Metropolitan Home’ in its price category 
for 7 consecutive years
‘Best Exhibition Home’ in its category
‘Exhibition Home of the Year’ - open category

Advertising Feature

HOUSING INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION AWARDS
‘Home of the Year’ trophy - open category
‘Most Innovative Design’
‘Best Workmanship’
‘Best Metropolitan Home’ in its category for 
3 consecutive years
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Advertising Feature

... add that 
extra touch of 
sophistication 

and style

The Home Decorating Show 
designed with Bluewater Studio
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Advertising Feature

To complement the architectural intent of 
your home, Aspect offers an Interior Design 
Service that will enhance your individual design. 
This service will ensure that your home has a 
personal feel and of course, add that extra touch 
of style and sophistication.

Few of us have a natural fl air when selecting 
colours, fi ttings and furniture that will suit the 

style of our home and make the best use of space. 
We may often have a mental image or an idea 
of the atmosphere we would like in our home, 
but trying to make that a reality can be quite 
a challenge. This is where the expertise of an 
Interior Designer is called upon.

An Interior Designer will combine your vision, 
personal requirements, and the fl ow and layout 

of the home to create a stunning home that 
complements, and enhances your individual style. 
Interior designers are connoisseurs in their fi eld, 
highly skilled in colour, textures and materials 
selection with the ultimate goal or not only making 
a particular living space look great, but function 
perfectly as well. They also have access to a whole 
host of suppliers and products not necessarily 
available directly to the public.

Our designers have won many awards for 
their talent in combining unique design with 
functionality for both the interior and exterior 
of our homes.

Over the past 6 years, our lead Interior Designer 
has pursued a successful career in the prestige 
housing industry, whilst diversifying herself 
through projects in retail, hospitality, commercial 
and heritage fi elds with Bluwater Studios in 
Kuala Lumpur. Cassandra has also recently been 
appointed Interior Designer for the Best Western 
Hotel Group to refurbish their Hotels in order to 
change the market profi le of the Group.

AWARDS FOR INTERIOR DESIGN
‘Best Bathroom’
‘Best Kitchen’ - for 3 consecutive years
‘Best (innovative) use of brickwork’
‘Best (innovative) use of paint’

The Vale Development Show Room 
designed with Bluwater Studio
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Advertising Feature

To complete the overall lifestyle design and 
ensure your home is integrated with the outdoors, 
Aspect offers experienced, personalised and cost 
effective design services within our group for your 
outdoor rooms, pools and gardens.

The service includes consultation, design, 
specifi cations, approvals, works tenders, trade 

recommendation, complete project management 
and contract administration. Landscape Design 
and Construction is a long-term investment 
for your living environment and, if planned in 
conjunction with your home, will be tailored 
to your lifestyle and enhance the enjoyment of 
your home. A well-designed landscape garden 

which seamlessly integrates your home with pool, 
garden, outdoor entertaining areas, tennis court 
and front entry will increase the functionality 
of your indoor/outdoor spaces and will add 
substantial value to your home.

The continued recognition received from both 
clients and industry peers demonstrates 
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Advertising Feature

DES IGNS .COM .AU

an appreciation of our philosophy. For 35 years 
Aspect has had a professional hands on approach 
which has helped our clients express their 
individuality and style and won a plethora of 
major awards and commendations for innovative 
design, quality workmanship, interiors and 
landscaping.

more info?
Aspect Designs
0418 460 714
aspectdesigns.com.au

OTHER AWARDS
‘Best Residential Development’ 
- Liverpool City Council
‘Environmental Design Awards’
James Hardie Design Award for 
‘Composite Construction’
Baulkham Hills Shire Council Award 
for ‘Most Innovative Design Concept’
‘Pool Awards’ (designed by Aspect)
‘MBA Residential Concrete Pool’ - 2012
‘SPASA Residential Concrete Pools’ - 2014
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Built on vacant land in a new subdivision at Village Square, 
Edmonson Park, The Stylista display home is a spacious 
double-storey home that draws on the highly desired home 
design essential — natural light — and also combines privacy 

and practicality. In addition, every aspect of The Stylista refl ects the 
commitment of Practical Building to space, style and fl exibility.

Featuring an abundance of open areas and glass, the home incorporates 
a generous use of windows that allow in plenty of natural light, creating 
a sense of space and reducing energy bills. “We wanted to utilise natural 
light so large banks of windows feature prominently throughout the 
house,” says Emilio Raco, director of Practical Building.

The 31-square design is family friendly for those who need ample 
suffi cient space and also has an element of wow. The functional 
layout incorporates four bedrooms upstairs, an upstairs sitting room, 
2.5 bathrooms and theatre room just off the front entry, which can be 
converted into an additional bedroom if required. On the ground fl oor, 

the spacious open-plan living area leads out to the inviting alfresco 
space and deck.

Light-grey tones, such as Heather Ashes by Bristol Paints for the interior 
walls, were selected by interior designer Sharon Sawyer, of Distinguished 
Interiors. The tasteful interiors also feature bamboo fl oating fl oors, Riviera 
carpet in slate, quality Caroma bathroom fi ttings, and Bianco Veneto 
Quartz benchtops and Ultra White Polytec cabinetry in the kitchen.

With all of these elements in one superb display home, it’s no wonder 
The Stylista was a fi nalist in the HIA NSW Regional Awards 2015 for best 
display home $300,001–$350,000. BH

more info?
Practical Building
02 9606 8255
practicalbuilding.com.au

On the ground floor, the spacious 
open-plan living area leads out to the 

inviting alfresco space and deck.

82 | BEST HOMES

Privacy & practicality
A light, bright and family-friendly four-bedroom display 

home incorporates a host of quality modern inclusions

SPACE AND STYLE

BTH004_082-083 Practical Building.indd   82BTH004_082-083 Practical Building.indd   82 1/22/2016   3:17:39 PM1/22/2016   3:17:39 PM



The tasteful interiors feature bamboo floating floors.

The spacious double-storey home 
draws on the highly desired home 

design essential — natural light.

The two-storey Stylista display 
home is in a new subdivision at 

Village Square, Edmonson Park.

Bianco Veneto Quartz benchtops 
and Ultra White Polytec cabinetry 

feature in the kitchen.

BEST HOMES | 83
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t. (02) 9606 8255
practicalbuilding.com.au

DISPLAY HOME 
OPEN DAILY 

At Village Square, 
Clement Road, 

Edmondson Park.

SPECIALISTS IN: 
• New Homes

• Customs
• House & Land 

Packages
• Knock down 

rebuilds
• Duplex 

Granny Flats
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Modern haven
A simple renovation project evolves into 

something much greater for the enjoyment 
of all family members

PHOTOGRAPHY Lizanne Parry Photography

BEACHES BEAUTY
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The home has been transformed 
from a disconnected 1970s 

residence into one that is built for 
its aspect and family function.

BEST HOMES | 87

BTH004_086-089 Rosehills Constructions.indd   87BTH004_086-089 Rosehills Constructions.indd   87 1/22/2016   2:45:53 PM1/22/2016   2:45:53 PM



88 | BEST HOMES

R ather than knock down and rebuild, 
these homeowners took a different 
approach. Although it was a little 
tired and disconnected, the family 

home of two busy adults and two growing 
yet equally busy children had one important 
aspect in its favour — its great location 
on Sydney’s northern beaches. The family 
loved where they were and had some basic 
renovation plans, which then quickly grew 
into a full-scale home transformation.

“Originally, the clients only wanted a 
bigger bedroom for their daughter,” says 
builder John Rostirolla, director of Roshills 
Constructions. “It then evolved into 
something much larger to cater for their needs 
as a family as a whole. We were to take the 
home from a disconnected 1970s residence 
and make it into one that is built for its aspect 
and family function.”

To achieve this, the client placed emphasis 
on adding lots more natural light and 
integrating spaces to allow for a seamless 
transition from inside to out.

With the original home being dark and 

When open, the doors allow the outdoors 
and indoors to seamlessly merge.

The western red cedar 
cathedral ceilings to the 
outside pavilion give a Bali 
resort feel.
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BEACHES BEAUTY

disconnected from modern living, the works 
focused on creating a new kitchen, a spacious 
parents’ retreat with balcony, reconfi gured 
bedrooms and living areas. “Essentially, we 
were to make new out of the old,” says John. 
“As builders we worked very carefully and 
closely on site to make sure we listened to what 
the client wanted, at times tweaking the plans to 
achieve the desired outcome.”

Downstairs, all the rooms have been opened 
up to create a generous-sized kitchen, dining 
and living area. This expansive room leads 
via retractable glass bi-fold doors to the fully 
enclosed outdoor kitchen and pool area and 
when open, the doors allow the outdoors 
and indoors to seamlessly merge. “We 
have utilised the block by reconnecting the 
swimming pool and outside terrace with the 
inside living area,” says John.

A lot of steel work was required to carry the 
fi rst fl oor above the big open-plan living areas 
below. “The structural steel in this project was 
very involved, with many large open-plan living 
areas and sliding and bi-fold doors throughout,” 
says John. “Many composite materials were also 

used, so care had to be taken to achieve 
a seamless fi nish with the old and new parts of 
the existing home.” In addition, a neutral colour 
scheme employed throughout gives the home 
a simple and modern touch.

Clever use of covered outside pavilions 
provide shade in summer and shelter in winter. 
“I particularly love the western red cedar 
cathedral ceilings to the outside pavilion — this 
gives it a Bali resort feel … lofty, luxurious and 
relaxing,” says John.

The homeowners have said farewell to their 
home’s problematic fl oorplan and now enjoy a 
revitalised modern residence. It has also received 
considerable acclaim — Roshills Constructions 
won an Excellence in Housing award from the 
Master Builders Association for this home and 
it featured on the TV program Australia’s 
Best Houses. BH

more info?
Roshills Constructions
02 9651 4882
roshillsconstructions.com.au

Downstairs, all the rooms have been 
opened up to create a generous-sized 

kitchen, dining and living area.

Retractable glass bi-fold doors open to the 
fully enclosed outdoor kitchen and pool area.
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KNOCKDOWN & REBUILD Trevelle Homes’ fresh approach to design 
leads to quality award winning homes.

www.trevelle.com.au
ph. 02 9773 8700
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Our aim is to offer and combine our experience and expertise with your vision to guarantee 
the utmost satisfaction by dedicating quality, diversity and value in all the homes we build.

Visit one of our Display Homes:
Homeworld South Gledeswood Hills • Willowdale Estate Leppington (Denham Court)
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SOPHISTICATED LUXURY
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Family focus
A new display home cleverly 
demonstrates how families can enjoy 
a luxury lifestyle at an aff ordable cost

The centrepiece of the home is the large 
open-plan kitchen and family living area with 

high raked ceilings and skylights.

One of four bedrooms in the 
Willowdale Estate home.
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SOPHISTICATED LUXURY
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Built in the new Willowdale Estate at Denham Court, this latest 
display from Trevelle Homes is an excellent example of a large, 
functional home built on an average-size block of land at an 
achievable cost, yet with many extra inclusions.

“This single-storey home is typical of Trevelle Homes’ style, which 
creates the feeling of a custom home design with all the trimmings, but 
it’s designed and built to be within the average family’s budget,” says 
Eddie Treffi letti, director of Trevelle Homes.

Created with young families in mind, the display home is set over 
28 squares and offers four bedrooms, a separate kids’ area and an 
abundance of entertaining spaces so that all members of the family 
have plenty of room to enjoy.

However, the major centrepiece or hub of this home is the large open-
plan kitchen and family living area with high raked ceilings and skylights 
that inject the space with light. This area then opens via sliding doors to 
a generous alfresco with 300mm x 300mm porcelain fl oor tiles, the perfect 
spot for outdoor entertaining, regardless of the season. In addition, this 
family living area also has stacker doors that lead outside to a timber deck 
— another option for alfresco dining or relaxation.

A cleverly positioned study nook is located in the corner of the family living 
area. This makes homework supervision easier as parents can prepare dinner in 
the adjacent kitchen while keeping a watchful eye over their children.

Trevelle Homes has incorporated numerous luxury fi nishes into 
this home, such as Caesarstone benchtops and a walk-in pantry in the 
sleek kitchen, plus 600mm x 600mm porcelain fl oor tiles throughout 
numerous rooms.

With its sophisticated neutral palette, this display home is waiting for 
families to add their personal touches to make it their own. BH

more info?
Trevelle Homes
02 9773 8700
trevelle.com.au

ABOVE Caesarstone benchtops 
and a walk-in pantry feature in the 
sleek kitchen.
LEFT MIDDLE The large open-plan 
kitchen and family living area opens via 
sliding doors to a generous alfresco with 

300mm x 300mm porcelain 
floor tiles, the perfect spot for 
outdoor entertaining.
LEFT A neutral palette adorns this 
bathroom, ensuring it will never go 
out of style.

A cleverly positioned study 
nook is located in the corner 

of the family living area. 
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Proven protection for new homes
with Australia’s safest and most
effective termite proof mesh.
Made from premium, marine grade stainless steel 

and poison free to protect your home and family. 

Plus it’s backed by our unique 10 year guarantee 

with unlimited value*. Only Termimesh can say that.

For more information please visit termimesh.com.au

*Conditions apply to guarantee

OVER 20 YEARS
OF SUPERIOR

TERMITE
PROTECTION

ONLY TERMIMESH CAN SAY THAT
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A balcony extends the living area and enhances 
the flow of air throughout the space.

DESIGN FREEDOM
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Model living
A sophisticated display home can 
become your unique lifestyle oasis

Building a luxurious yet practical home from scratch can 
seem daunting, but Hotondo Homes’ display homes offer the 
intimacy of knowledgeable local builders combined with the 
affordability and fl exibility of a large building network. The 

featured Hotondo Homes’ stunning and versatile Catalina 287 is one 
such example of the company’s vast range of designs.

Building designer of Hotondo Homes, Natalie O’Shea, believes the 
most striking design feature of this residence is its ability to combine the 
freedom of shared spaces with the indulgent pleasure of individual living 
areas. “The design strikes the perfect balance between the modern feel of 
an open-plan home and the need for private living areas,” says Natalie.
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DESIGN FREEDOM
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DESIGN FREEDOM
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The cleverly zoned home creates a true parents’ 
retreat, with an upstairs master bedroom featuring 
two separate walk-in robes, luxurious interiors and 
an incredible ensuite with two basins, a shower 
and a separate toilet. There are three bedrooms 
downstairs along with an isolated rumpus that 
eliminates noise issues by having no rooms above 
it and is versatile enough to be transformed into 
a guest room, theatre room or home offi ce.

This design is sophisticated and fl awless 
inside and out, with a multi-layered facade 
incorporating brick, render and weatherboard to 
create a contemporary look which is effortlessly 
cohesive with the modern interior. Inside, the 
main living area features large windows to 
maximise views and create a seamless transition 
between indoor and outdoor living, crafting the 
perfect environment to entertain. Warm-coloured 
walls and bold furniture fabric patterns create an 
exciting feel but still give each homeowner the 
freedom to add their own personal touches.

A key aspect of the home is the inverted living 
area that features the main living space upstairs. 
The dark cabinetry and light benchtops in the 
kitchen blend seamlessly with the tiled splashback 
that complements the warm tones. The walk-in 
pantry retains the same cabinets, fl ooring and 
colours to effortlessly expand the kitchen size.

This unique and functional layout truly 
enhances the living experience, with a balcony at 
the front extending the living space and making 
outdoor entertaining a breeze. Natalie says the 
surrounding landscape inspired the creation of 
this truly exceptional living area and the entire 
abode. “The inspiration behind the design was to 
create a home that would lend itself to beautiful 
coastal views. People who live in these areas can 
utilise the local beauty around them.”

Hotondo Homes has left no detail to chance, 
from the mirrored wardrobes which enhance the 
feeling of space to the clever use of otherwise 
wasted areas. “The space under the stairs has been 
taken advantage of and converted into a beautiful 
wine cellar. The textured brick wall adds to the 
rustic appeal and makes it so much more than just 
another cupboard,” adds Natalie.

Covering 339.6m² including the garage and 
balcony, the Catalina 287 is a luxurious showcase 
of functionality, affordability and an exceptional 
living experience. Hotondo Homes is a reputable 
family-owned business which strives to make 
truly great family homes with its team of local 
builders. Whether you want to build your family 
a house now or construct a home to sell later as an 
investment, Hotondo Homes will help you build 
a residence that you’ll want to live in forever. BH

more info?
Hotondo Homes
1800 677 156
hotondo.com.au

Every inch of the home has been utilised to its full 
potential, including a wine cellar under the stairs.

ABOVE Dark cabinetry and light benchtops 
in the kitchen blend seamlessly with the 
tiled splashback.
BELOW The master bedroom features two 
separate walk-in robes and luxurious interiors.

The multilayered facade features brick, render and 
weatherboard to create a contemporary look which is 
eff ortlessly cohesive with the modern interior.
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1800 677 156
www.hotondo.com.au

We have Sales & Selection Centres and Display Homes 
all over Regional Victoria and Metropolitan Melbourne.  
For your nearest location visit:

With over 90 clever and practical floorplans, we can work with you to find the right home for you 
and your family. Whatever your lifestyle and budget, talk to us today about your dream home.

Hotondo Homes has created a house with the warmth 
of a home and the amenities of a five star hotel.

The Como 390
TTThhee uuulllttiimmaattee iinn  ffffaaammmmmiillyy llluuuuxxxuuurrryyyyTTTThhhee ultimattee iiinn fffaaammmiiilllyyy llluuuxxuuurryyy
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WE BELIEVE A HOME SHOULD DELIGHT ALL THE SENSES

Interior Lifestyle Store  |  42 Gurner Street, Paddington NSW 2021  |  www.thevigne� eroom.com.au
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The penthouse apartment is in the iconic 
Lumiere Residences building, in the heart of 
Sydney’s CBD, completed 10 years ago. 
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PENTHOUSE PERFECTION
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Outside in
An empty penthouse in an 

iconic luxury Sydney building 
moves into a new decade

PHOTOGRAPHY Art Atelier
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PENTHOUSE PERFECTION
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BELOW Luxurious Calacatta marble features in 
the kitchen.
TOP RIGHT With exceptional details such as 
limestone walls, this apartment is the epitome of 
Sydney city living.
BOTTOM RIGHT Oak flooring in one of the four
bedrooms.
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The iconic Lumiere Residences building, in the heart of Sydney’s 
CBD, was completed 10 years ago and the vacant shell of this 
penthouse apartment was intended for an outdated design. Of 
course, ideas have changed considerably in a decade. “Our 

role was to customise today’s brief within yesterday’s space,” says 
Jim Athos, managing director of CBS Projects, who managed the fi tout 
of the apartment to appeal to a Sydney city lifestyle market.

However, the way that the CBS Projects’ team was required to approach 
the project was a little out of the ordinary. “Symmetry is an important 
feature incorporated in all of our construction procedures,” says Jim. “We 
usually like to work with the fi nishes fi rst (inside out) in order to assure 
everything lines up. The challenge here was that the shell and layout were 
already complete. So we worked outside in.”

Naturally, the empty shell of the four-bedroom, fi ve-bathroom apartment 
was to have a luxury fi nish, specifi ed by architect/interior designer, 
Koichi Takada Architects. With the inclusion of luxurious details such 
as limestone, ceramic tiles and oak fl ooring; limestone walls; Calacatta 
marble for the kitchen and Parisi bathroomware, it’s now an utterly 
contemporary and clean design that fi ts its location.

“It’s fi nally been fi nished to an exceptional level of detail,” says Jim. 
And what more would you expect in one of Sydney’s most luxurious and 
prominent residential buildings? BH

more info?
CBS Projects
02 9502 2259
cbsnsw.com.au

One of five bathrooms in the penthouse 
apartment. It features Parisi bathroomware.

Bathing with an enviable city view.
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WINNER 2015

Design and Construct
up to $1 Million

www.pioneergroup.com.au02 9728 9885   |   Suite 288 Seabridge House, 377 Kent Street, Sydney
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AUSTRALIAN MADE | BBQS & OUTDOOR KITCHENS | FACTORY DIRECT | 25 YEAR WARRANTY

The Lifestyle Modular Outdoor kitchen range 113A Fairford Rd, Padstow (Just off the M5 Motorway) 
SYDNEY PLEASE CALL: (02) 9773 6245
AUST WIDE CALL TOLL FREE: 1300 849 790

www.lifestylebbqs.com
Open: Mon-Fri 9am-5pm, Sat 9am-2.30pm

Visit our website, www.lifestylebbqs.com to see videos of our BBQs 
in action and get detailed information on how to specify your ideal 
Outdoor Kitchen. We manufacture in Australia and you buy direct 
from the factory. Lifestyle BBQs can be shipped Australia wide. 
Built-in and mobile BBQs also available.

The Avalon

The Australian Barbeque 

Greenhills BeachA Real BBQ Factory Stainless Steel Cookware4 Burner International
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Specialising in traditional styles, 
Harkaway Homes has nine ranges 
of houses to choose from.
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Reflections 
of the past

Capturing a hint of Australia’s colonial past, 
Harkaway Homes specialises in Victorian-

style and early Federation designs

BTH004_108-112 Harkaway Homes.indd   108BTH004_108-112 Harkaway Homes.indd   108 1/8/2016   2:38:56 PM1/8/2016   2:38:56 PM



ELEGANCE AND COMFORT

BEST HOMES | 109

BTH004_108-112 Harkaway Homes.indd   109BTH004_108-112 Harkaway Homes.indd   109 1/8/2016   2:38:58 PM1/8/2016   2:38:58 PM



110 | BEST HOMES

Authentic looks, heights and profi les 
are Harkaway Homes’ specialties. 
The company was established in 
1986 and its homes can be found in 

New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, 
Tasmania and southern Queensland. Harkaway 
Homes’ designs have attracted attention in the 
building industry and the company has won 
many Excellence in Housing awards from the 
Master Builders Association. Specialising in 
traditional styles, Harkaway Homes has nine 
home ranges to choose from.

VICTORIAN HOMESTEAD SERIES
This series is a perfect choice for people 
looking for a traditional country home. Rather 
than being limited to homes that are designed 
to suit city blocks, the homebuyer can have 
a rural-looking residence with all the period 
features such as authentic roofl ines, verandahs, 
bay windows and fancy leadlights. Featured 
is the Bowral from Harkaway Homes’ newest 
range, the Victorian Homestead Series.
Price: $154,781 for the deluxe lock-up 
package (price includes GST).

Size: 298m² (32 squares).
Accommodation: Four bedrooms with built-in 
robes, study, living room, rumpus room, meals/
family room, two bathrooms, walk-in linen 
cupboard, kitchen with walk-in pantry and laundry.
Construction: Choice of weatherboard or brick.
Construction time: 16 weeks, mainly built on 
a project-managed basis.
Special features: Captures every element 
of the best of yesteryear, with tall external 
walls, high ceilings, leadlight-topped box bay 
windows and French doors.

The Caulfield has a wide range of 
traditional features, including high 
ceilings and external walls.
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Included in price: Fully stabilised, 
prefabricated, termite-resistant, kiln-dried wall 
frames and roof trusses; full-frame erection; 
Colorbond roofi ng; Victorian ash windows; 
and Victorian hardware and fi xings.
Optional extras: Verandah, 3m ceilings, 
feature entry-door frame.

FAIR DINKUM FEDERATION SERIES
This authentic Federation home reproduces the 
look of a suburban home of the early 1900s 
with its distinctive bell-shaped roof over the 

verandah, bay windows, grand entrances and 
beautiful leadlights above doors and windows. 
Featured is the Caulfi eld, with a range of seven 
different sizes and fl oor plans.
Price: $124,985 for the deluxe lock-up 
package (price includes GST).
Size: 223m² (24 squares).
Accommodation: Four bedrooms, living 
room, meals/family room, kitchen with walk-in 
pantry, laundry, two bathrooms.
Construction: Choice of weatherboard 
or brick.

Construction time: 16 weeks, mainly built on 
a project-managed basis.
Special features: Authentic reproduction 
Federation home with a wide range of 
traditional features including high external walls 
(3.6m), high ceilings (3m), Federation roofl ine, 
integrated verandah, leadlight-topped box 
bay windows, leadlight front-door frame with 
cricket-bat entry door, Federation-line casement 
windows, Federation friezes, French doors.
Included in price: Fully stabilised, 
prefabricated, termite-resistant, kiln-dried wall 

ABOVE The white kitchen has classic influences, 
which is in fitting with the age of the home. 
LEFT The existing roof was removed to add a 
new first floor.
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frames and roof trusses; full-frame erection; 
Colorbond roofi ng; Victorian ash windows; 
and Federation cappings and fi xings.
Not included in price: Internal linings, 
plumbing, electrical, kitchen and 
fl oor coverings.

VICTORIAN TRADITIONAL SERIES
This classic double-front home sits 
comfortably on city or country blocks with 
verandahs to the front and rear and window 
canopies to the sides. Alternatively, it can 
be an old-fashioned country homestead on 
acreage with a verandah all around. Featured is 

the Seddon, with a range of six different sizes 
and fl oor plans.
Price: $109,942 for the deluxe lock-up 
package (price includes GST).
Size: 204m² (22 squares).
Accommodation: Four bedrooms with built-in 
robes, living room, family room, dining 
room, two bathrooms, kitchen with walk-in 
pantry, laundry.
Construction: Choice of weatherboard or brick.
Construction time: 16 weeks, mainly built on 
a project-managed basis.
Included in price: Fully stabilised, 
prefabricated, termite-resistant, kiln-dried wall 

frames and roof trusses; full-frame erection; 
Colorbond roofi ng; Victorian ash windows; 
and Victorian hardware and fi xings.
Not included in price: Internal linings, 
plumbing, electrical, kitchen and 
fl oor coverings.
Optional extras: Verandah (four types as 
package), 3m ceilings, timber-block front 
facade, assorted leadlights.

more info?
Harkaway Homes
1800 806 416 or 03 5943 2388
harkawayhomes.com.au

ELEGANCE AND COMFORT

The Seddon design, from the 
Victorian Traditional series.
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NOTHING MAKES A GRAND 
    IMPRESSION LIKE A JETMASTER
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For your nearest showroom 
visit www.jetmaster.com.au 

Visit www.jetmaster.com.au for your nearest showroom and discover a stylish 
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On top of the game
There are countless ways the latest technology 

can improve how you use your home
WORDS Holly Cunneen
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Once a junk room, this home 
theatre now incorporates 

a statement starlight ceiling.

TIP-TOP TECH
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The modern home is becoming 
increasingly tech savvy, and not 
just for entertainment purposes. 
Convenience is a huge drawcard, 

too. Whether you’ve got a spare room by way 
of the basement or have a full house and hectic 
schedule, decking out your house with the 
latest tech solutions can create fl ow and make 
life more enjoyable.

This existing 6.9m x 3.9m basement room in 
Sydney’s Bexley North was once an unloved 
junk room for a family of six. But it was always 
the homeowner and father’s dream to have 
a home cinema equivalent in sound and picture 
to that of a commercial one. Not only has 
Len Wallis Audio combined forces with builder/
theatre designer Andrew Fenton of Trade A 
Management to turn this dream into a reality, but 
it’s big enough for the whole family to enjoy.

To get the most out of the space, Andrew 
and Alberto Vangi from Len Wallis Audio 
removed the existing kitchenette and decided 
to rotate the room and change the entrance, 
still allowing for staged, comfortable seating. 
The new entryway maximises the usable 
space while accommodating a large screen 
that takes into account viewing distance. 
Four false walls were created to soundproof 
the room, and the original doorway was 
converted into a cabinet for the equipment 
to be neatly stored. And in spite of the 
ingenious design, we just can’t get over the 
statement starlight ceiling!

A home cinema certainly appeals to our 
indulgent side, but on the other end of the 
spectrum, smart home integration can make 
everyday life run so much more smoothly — 
and what’s not luxurious about that? BH

The latest Sony VPLVW500ES 4K projector is used 
to create stunning and immersive images. 

Cleverly concealed speakers and 
subwoofers sit behind the screen 

and in-wall for an incredible 
surround-sound experience.

TIP-TOP TECH
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On the other side of Sydney, this 
pre-existing home in Dover Heights 
had suffered some electrical 
damage and subsequently the 

audio and visual systems were intermittently 
faulty. Extremely frustrated, the homeowners 
approached Len Wallis Audio and asked them 
to replace their existing lighting and audio-
visual systems with entirely new ones. And 
given the pair both work from home, a strong 
Wi-Fi network was imperative.

Without exception, successful projects start 
with an assessment. Once Jono Dorset and 
the team at Len Wallis Audio had the cabling 
mapped, they began to design a solution. A 
centralised system was adopted for the audio-
visual requirements with a rack of equipment 

ABOVE A centralised system was adopted 
for the audio-visual requirements of this 
Dover Heights home.
LEFT Customised inductive wallcharger 
from Launchport.

nd 
en 

ble 
ce.
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discreetly installed in the study, which houses 
the network, HD video distribution, audio 
distribution and Savant control system — 
almost all of the electronics utilised with 
minimal clutter throughout the home.

The previous lighting system was replaced 
almost like-for-like with the Clipsal C-Bus 
system, which is known for its reliability. But 
it was the Ruckus networking equipment that 
blew the couple away; the speed and strength 
of the internet connection they now receive 
in every room of the house is the best they’ve 
ever experienced.

Home automation can certainly seem 
like an intimidating choice, but the Savant 
system integrated in this home uses Apple-
based control componentry and boasts an 

intuitive app that is available for both iOS 
and Android. It can be incredibly stressful 
for parents returning home with three 
armloads of groceries hanging off two and 
trying to navigate kids. But by creating your 
own “scenes” in the app and selecting your 
welcome scene as you arrive home, you could 
be greeted by the garage doors opening, the 
lights coming on in the hallway, living room 
and kitchen, and your favourite album playing 
to calm you down as you walk in. For this 
couple, it was a no-brainer. BH

more info?
Len Wallis Audio
lenwallisaudio.com

Mobile iPad Mini with Launchport 
inductive charging.

The home’s existing lighting and 
audio-visual systems were replaced 

with entirely new ones.

C-Bus eDLT Smart Light Switch.

TIP-TOP TECH
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Storybook will tailor designs to suit the 
individual needs of homeowners.
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DESIGNER SOLUTIONS

A class act
Established for more than 20 years, this 

dedicated building company has reached 
a new level of design excellence
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Homes can be built on all site types.
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DESIGNER SOLUTIONS
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S torybook Designer Homes is dedicated to 
producing beautiful residences. These projects 
are state-of-the-art, high-character design 
solutions at extremely competitive prices.

Clients have the option of choosing traditional, classic, 
beach or modern styles and regardless of the building 
site — level, sloping or narrow — Storybook will 
create something special. Pictured are a few of the 2000 
individual designs Storybook Designer Homes has created 
recently for its owner-builder clients.

The process of individual design does not depend 
only on the fl oor plan and external shape of the house. 
Rather, it is the total desired impression inside and out. 
Storybook Designer Homes started out by providing 
products to satisfy the cottage and traditional market, 
but quickly realised there was a demand for more 
contemporary and coastal looks. Today, Storybook is 
proud of its enthusiastic team and the beautiful homes 
it creates.

“Our clients come to us with a vision of the ambience 
they are hoping to create,” says founder Phil Malcolm. 
“It’s the driving force of our business to see that their 
vision is realised. However, total involvement and 
commitment from the client is also appreciated because 
only they have the detailed understanding of the colours, 
textures and furnishings that will excite them. Our 
owner-builder system ensures this personal involvement, 
creating a greater likelihood of an exciting outcome.”

Storybook Designer Homes’ services are available in 
most areas throughout Australia. Visit the website for 
your nearest offi ce. BH

more info?
Storybook Designer Homes
storybook.com.au

Clients have the option of choosing 
traditional, classic, beach or modern 

styles and regardless of the building site 
— level, sloping or narrow.

The homes are state-of-the-
art, high-character designs.
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We believe that to create a beautiful home is to think 
differently and challenge the everyday. We do this 

by encouraging creativity and ingenuity in the design 
and building of exceptional living spaces.

To fi nd out how we can turn your dream into a reality, contact us at danette.com.au or call (02) 9437 0055.

Your Vision.
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Our Creativity.
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Hotondo Homes
With over 90 clever and practical floorplans, we can work with you to find the right home for you 

and your family. Whatever your lifestyle and budget, talk to us today about your dream home.

1800 677 156
www.hotondo.com.au

We have Sales & Selection Centres and Display Homes throughout Metropolitan Sydney and NSW.  
For your nearest location visit:
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The Como 390
The luxurious Como 390 is a large design. The 
ground floor features a huge open plan L-shaped 
kitchen, family and dining area, which is squared 
off with the alfresco. The kitchen boasts a walk-
through-pantry, which is a unique feature of the 
home. The ground floor is finished with a study, 
private sitting room and double car garage. 

The top storey of the home is what adds the 
luxurious touch. The master bedroom is a parents 
retreat with two walk-in-robes, dressing nook 
and spacious ensuite. The master bedroom also 
opens up to the outdoor balcony. The remaining 
three bedrooms all boast a walk-in-robe and are 
located around a central bathroom. Complete 
with a rumpus, this home is truly an oasis for 
your family. The Como is also available in larger 
412 and 449 sizes.
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The Highlander 329 is a contemporary 
design with a countryside feel.
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PRACTICAL AND ELEGANT

Room to move
If it’s a modern home with a country 
fl avour you’re after, look no further 

than the Highlander 329, which exudes 
a sense of country charm
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“The inspiration behind the Highlander 
329 design was practical elegance,” 
says Michael Renwick, managing 
director of Hotondo Homes. “It’s 

a home designed for the everyday Australian 
family, but it also has a sense of class.”

The brief for Hotondo Homes’ Highlander 
329 was for a home with a modern yet country 
feel to it, hence it is wonderful for towns that 
still boast country charm and are located close 
to metropolitan areas. As the home is quite 
wide, it requires a block of land large enough to 
accommodate it.

The family-friendly four-bedroom residence 
was designed for those who like to entertain, 
aren’t afraid to get their kitchen dirty and 
love the feeling of space and room to move. 
On paper, the Highlander is a double-storey 

Country charm flows to the covered alfresco 
area, adding space to the floor plan.

Angled ceilings are an exciting addition 
to the home, giving the homeowners extra 
space to use as they wish.
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PRACTICAL AND ELEGANT
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home; however, when viewing it in person, 
it appears to have only one roofl ine. Dormer 
windows feature on the facade with its mix of 
brick and weatherboard.

Inside, angled ceilings are an exciting design 
element of the entry and top fl oor, as is the 
clever and practical fl oor plan, and the separate 
and private spaces such as the study, sitting 
room upon entry and upstairs multi-purpose 
loft, ideal as a rumpus or kids’ playroom, home 
theatre or offi ce.

“The loft is the perfect addition to the 
Highlander design because it can be morphed 
into whatever suits the homeowners,” says 
Michael. “Whether it be a playroom for small 
children, a study, a home theatre room for 
a family of movie buffs or a home offi ce for 
somebody who works from home, it really is 

a versatile space. The home was designed to take 
advantage of local views and to create as much 
space as possible without the signifi cant cost 
increases generally associated with doing this,” 
explains Michael. “For this reason the home was 
built as a loft design to increase fl oor space.”

In the open-plan kitchen with raised cathedral 
ceiling, the butler’s pantry is a smart and well-
designed addition that’s hidden in the kitchen 
cabinetry, which enables the mess of preparation 
and cooking to be hidden from guests — “perfect 
for those who love to cook,” adds Michael.

The master bedroom offers parents the luxury 
of a spacious walk-in robe and ensuite, while for 
the rest of the family and guests there are two 
bathrooms and a powder room.

The 35.37-square (322.28m²) Highlander 
is complete with an alfresco area, study nook, 

double garage and ample storage. “It offers an 
expansive outdoor area that showcases indoor/
outdoor living at its fi nest,” adds Michael. 
“The alfresco features an outdoor kitchen with 
barbecue, sink and bar fridge which connects 
directly to the living area, instantly expanding 
the available space. A pergola is situated directly 
next to the alfresco, which is accessible via 
the dining area, creating an overall ultimate 
entertaining area with a beautiful fl ow between 
indoors and out that encompasses the entire 
back half of the home.” It’s country living with 
a modern twist. BH

more info?
Hotondo Homes
1800 677 156
hotondo.com.au

An elegant pergola extends from the 
home, enabling additional shading.
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M O D U L A R B U I L D I N G S
Better Design - Better Built

CONTACT US @

PARKWOOD MODULAR BUILDINGS
02 4340 4077
Kangoo rd. Somersby NSW
www.parkwood.com.au

We build a range from standard Granny Flats to luxury Architectural Designs. 

Delivered to you throughout NSW. Installed, secure, ready for you to move in within 

days. Leading edge designs, hassle free and minimum impact to sensitive sites. 

MBA & HIA winner. Industry leader for 27 years. 

The clever, practical solution to building your home, granny flat, B&B, anything!

SWISS GRAND ROOFTOP PENTHOUSE DISPLAY - BONDI

IT MIGHT SURPRISE YOU !

Had a look at factory built modular housing lately?...
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PARKWOOD HAVE BEEN BUILDING HOMES FOR 27 YEARS

WE BUILD 
YOUR HOUSE 

AT OUR PLACE

DELIVERED, 
INSTALLED 

AND SECURE 
IN A DAY

IN ONLY 2 
TO 3 WEEKS 

YOU CAN 
MOVE IN
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SPACE INJECTION

When Ro and Richard Brownie 
secured their dream home, 
a traditional three-bedroom 
1930s-era Californian bungalow 

on Sydney’s north shore, they were attracted 
by its condition and character-fi lled qualities. 
Unfortunately, they knew it did not offer the 
size their young family required — at 140 
square metres it was not large enough for the 

138 | BEST HOMES

Growing concern
Following a major renovation, this 

Californian bungalow is now a warm and 
welcoming space for a family of fi ve

The rear extension has opened up 
the back of the house with an open-

plan kitchen/living/dining area. 

The second-storey addition consists 
of a master bedroom with ensuite. 
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family, which would one day grow to fi ve.
The couple’s aim was to create a functional 

family home within their budget, on their 
sizeable 840m² block. However, rather than 
rush into dramatic renovations, they took 
two years to carefully consider exactly what 
they wanted in their new home. “We wanted 
to understand the house before we changed 
anything, to know what we loved,” says Ro.

“The scope of our job was particularly large 
— renovating and retaining all the original 
features, a complete contemporary renovation 
downstairs and adding a second storey and 
a pool. As we’re both from large families, the 
house needed enough space to entertain the 
masses, but I didn’t want it to feel cavernous. 
It was to be humble from the street and warm 
and welcoming inside.”

Designed by architect Joshua Allen of 
8 Squared and built by Good Foundations 
Building, the project encompassed the 
demolition of the rear of the property, a rear 
extension, a second-storey addition, double 
garage conversion into a pool cabana and 
the construction of an in-ground concrete 
swimming pool.

The second-storey addition, created within 
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The second-storey addition was created within the 
existing roofline. 
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the existing roofl ine, consists of a master 
bedroom with ensuite and study. Meanwhile, 
the rear extension has opened up the back 
of the house with an open-plan kitchen/
living/dining area. The children’s bedrooms, 
bathroom and formal living room are all 
positioned at the front of the home.

The project’s interior design, by interior 
decorator Sophie Duffy from The Dressed 
Nest, references the home’s original features, 
incorporating them in a way that feels modern 

yet respects their heritage.
However, it’s outside which appeals most 

to Andrew Johnson, builder/director of 
Good Foundations Building. “As a builder, 
my favourite space is the pool cabana,” says 
Andrew. “It offers open space with ample light 
and a place to escape. It is also a beautifully 
designed space with polished concrete fl oors, 
Chesterfi eld lounges and vaulted ceilings all 
overlooking the garden and pool.”

Gone is the cute yet cramped bungalow and 

at 350m² it’s now spacious and fl exible — the 
answer to this family of fi ve’s space woes. 
“Our home is now an absolute pleasure to live 
in, the pool is magnifi cent, it is joy to look at 
and the kids just love it,” says Ro. BH

more info?
Good Foundations Building
0438 772 652
goodfoundationsbuilding.com.au
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SPACE INJECTION

TOP LEFT The magnificent in-ground concrete 
swimming pool, as seen from the pool cabana.
TOP RIGHT As demonstrated in the study, the 
home’s interior design references its original 

features, incorporating them in a way that feels 
modern yet respects their heritage.
ABOVE The pool cabana off ers open space 
with ample light and a place to escape. It is 

a beautifully designed space with polished 
concrete floors, Chesterfield lounges and vaulted 
ceilings all overlooking the garden and pool.

BTH004_138-140 Good Foundations Infinity Pools.indd   140BTH004_138-140 Good Foundations Infinity Pools.indd   140 1/27/2016   4:44:52 PM1/27/2016   4:44:52 PM



GOOD FOUNDATIONS BUILDING

New construction and home renovation built on solid foundations

Andrew Johnson  |  m 0438 772 652  |  e andrew@goodfoundationsbuilding.com.au  |  www.goodfoundationsbuilding.com.au
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Introducing DuPont™ Corian® Charging Surface. Now you can have a 
benchtop surface that will charge smart devices wirelessly anywhere!  

To find out more about the endless applications of Corian®,  
call 1300 267 426 or visit www.casf.com.au. 

CHARGE  
SMART DEVICES
WIRELESSLY ON A 
 CORIAN® CHARGING 
SURFACE

CASF716 Recharge Ad Resi Best Homes indd 1 26/11/2015 4:42 pm
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KITCHEN  & 
BATHROOM DESIGN

Projects and products 
for the heart of your home

Project by Designer Kitchens
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Wynnstay House is the home 
of architects Rob McBride 
and Debbie Ryan, principals 
of architecture and interior 

design fi rm McBride Charles Ryan, and was 
painstakingly built by the couple over a number 
of years. They ensure every detail is precise and 
in context with the rest of the home. The kitchen 
is the latest addition and Corian was selected 
because it is malleable and robust.

“Kitchen joinery units are some of the most 
used elements of a house,” says Debbie. “We 
wanted a kitchen that was permanent and 
could withstand the ‘rough and tumble’ of 

family life. Corian was the obvious choice. We 
have used it on many projects and we know it 
performs extremely well. We wanted a kitchen 
joinery unit that was seamless and one singular 
form. Corian was the only material we could 
think of that would achieve this.

“The kitchen joinery unit is essentially 
a carcass enveloped with formed Corian. We 
waited a long time for our bench because fi rst 
Rob and I had to agree on what we wanted 
and then we had to wait until we could afford 
it. The kitchen bench is in an open-plan 
living/dining area and it was important to us 
that it looked like ‘something’.”

Following the water theme of the interior, 
their island bench alludes to an iceberg. 
Corian perfectly integrates with the 
interior of the house and seamlessly lends 
practicality and longevity.

“We had already established a theme 
around the ancient elements — earth, water, 
wind and fire,” says Debbie. “Water is 
represented and physical. The kitchen is 
only separated by glass from the pool. The 
ceiling is like when you throw a pebble into 
a pond with radiating ripples and our Glacier 
White Corian bench is the iceberg.”

One of the greatest diffi culties was 

Design freedom
The innovative kitchen bench that’s gaining 

attention for all the right reasons

144 | BEST HOMES

The Corian benchtop is seamless 
and in one singular form. 
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SEAMLESS AND SINGULAR
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fi nding a fabricator willing to take on this 
risky project. “We were very relieved when 
Clinton Buckwell from Individual Design 
and Construction took on the challenge,” says 
Debbie. “He was very enthusiastic about it and 
after one meeting he told us he did not want 
to fabricate the bench the way we had drawn 
it. Essentially we drew it in laser-cut layered 
sections which were to be stacked, glued and 
sanded. He said it would look the same but he 
wanted to ‘thermo mould it’. We agreed on the 
process and were very excited at our fi rst visit 
to his workshop where we witnessed the bench 
well on the way to being formed.” 

The other diffi culty was getting the kitchen 
into the house in one piece. It took seven “big 
blokes” to move the unit into place, with only 
one small crack on a seam in the move. The 
beauty of Corian is that this could be easily fi xed.

“We have always believed that aspiration 
is the essential ingredient to innovation,” says 
Debbie. “You work out what you want and 
then you work out how you can achieve that. It 
never ceases to amaze me — the creativity and 
inventiveness of humans.”

The house is very close to being fi nished and 
has even had busloads of visitors from a 
Stephen Crafti architectural tour walk through. 

“It’s featured in a book and magazines want 
to include it,” says Debbie. “The story of our 
house is also in an ABC documentary called 
Life Architecturally. The response to the kitchen 
bench is always ‘wow’.” BH

more info?
Corian Benchtops
casf.com.au
Designers: Debbie Ryan and Rob McBride, 
McBride Charles Ryan, mcbridecharlesryan.com.au
Fabrication: Clinton Buckwell and Individual 
Design and Construction, individual.net.au

Following the water theme of 
the interior, the island bench 

alludes to an iceberg.

The kitchen joinery 
unit is essentially a 
carcass enveloped 

with formed Corian.
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Enjoy the beauty of natural stone with all the benefits of our Quantum Quartz surfaces
Never requires sealing and is highly resistant to heat, stains, chips and abrasions

Pietra Serena
Quartz

Ardesia
Quartz

Venatino
Statuario
Quartz

Gris Fuma
Quartz

Bianco
Venato 
Quartz

Statuario
Quartz

wk.com.au
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New South Wales
02 9772 9888

Victoria
03 9585 4706

Queensland
07 5596 7989

Western Australia
08 9478 0444

DISTRIBUTORS 
South Australia
08 8345 1551

Tasmania
03 6272 2342

Natural Quar tz
Collection
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MODERN UPDATE
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“The original kitchen desperately 
needed to be brought into the 
21st century,” says designer 
Marc Silcock of Designer 

Kitchens. The previous design was outdated for a 
modern family. It was a small galley-style kitchen 
with limited bench space and low ceilings that were 
disconnected from the rest of the living spaces.

“We had to incorporate fi ve large windows into 
the new design and ensure there was enough fl oor 
space for a walk-in pantry that could be closed off 
from the main kitchen area,” explains Marc.

“To ensure we had ample storage, we added a 
window seat that fl ows directly off the back bench 
and has a built-in cupboard under the seat. The 
large island bench has been deliberately designed 

in an L shape to allow seating for up to 12 people, 
making it perfect for entertaining and informal 
get-togethers. The new kitchen is a perfect mix of 
modern and timeless design, albeit with a touch 
of luxury.” BH

Cabinet doors, panels and kickboards Two-pack 
Dulux Lexicon Quarter with 60 per cent gloss
Internal hardware Blum hinges with Blum 
INTIVO drawer runners, Häfele pull-out bins
Handles Shadowline routed
Benchtop 125mm Smartstone in Amara to 
island, 40mm Smartstone sink runs in Amara, 
Calacatta marble island feature
Splashback 20mm Smartstone in Amara
Oven Gaggenau

Cooktop Gaggenau 60cm induction 
and 30cm grill plate
Rangehood Sirius
Refrigerator SubZero
Dishwasher Siemens
Sink Black stone
Tap Abey
Lighting LED downlights
Flooring Solid timber

Style and grace
A perfect mix of a modern and timeless 

design, with a touch of luxury

150 | BEST HOMES

The marble island bench has been 
top-lit to highlight the natural stone.

more info?
Designer Kitchens
07 3844 1500
designerkitchens.com.au
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ABOVE The old fireplace has been 
incorporated into the design to 
create a statement.
TOP RIGHT A window seat flows 
directly off  the back bench and has 
a built-in cupboard under the seat. 

MIDDLE RIGHT The SubZero 
refrigerator is the perfect way to 
cater for large parties.
BOTTOM RIGHT The large island 
bench has been deliberately 
designed in an L shape to allow 
seating for up to 12 people.
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FURNITURE | GIFTWARE & HOMEWARES | FIREPLACES | BATHROOMS 

www.schots.com.au

1 Fontaine Bath in Nickel and Copper 2 Carletta Left Side Chaise Sofa Set in Outback Tan Leather 3 Seoni 1.5m Circles Natural 

Jute Rug 4 Astoria Pedestal and Basin Set in White 5 Replica Metz Chair in Brass Plated Finish 6 Vortex Concrete Basin in Dark Grey 

7 8 Tall Bordeaux 3 Panel 82cm Door in Primed White MDF 9 5-Light Stepped 

Simple Pendant Light with Clear Shades 10 Isola White Primed Ceiling Rose 11 Franco Concrete Console Table in Dark Grey with Rust 

Patina Steel Legs 12 Vintage Pressed Tin Panel 8 (Set of 11) Multicoloured Panels 13 Morden Armchair in Ash Walnut with Salt and 

Pepper Cushion 14 Bexley Freestanding White Acrylic Bath 15

Unearth the uncommon...
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DOORS & HARDWARE | LIGHTING | TILES & FLOORING | OUTDOORS

www.schots.com.au

400 Hoddle Street
Clifton Hill, 
Melbourne

299 Melbourne Road 
(off Mackey st)
North Geelong

1300 774 774 1300 693 693
OPEN 7 DAYS

16 Glass Cloche Pendant Light in Antique Gold 17 Glass Droplet Pendant Light in Antique Gold 18 Glass Bell Pendant 

Light in Antique Gold 19 20 Alston Limestone Mantle 

in White, pictured with Legend Gas Fire (sold separately) 21 Evora Armchair in Dark Grey 22 Hosur 230x160cm 

Multicoloured Urban Rug 23 Jarin Encaustic Tile in Blue and Beige 24 Venice Encaustic Tile in White 25 Siran Encaustic 

Feature Tile in Grey 26 Daisy Encaustic Tile in Yellow and Green 27 Cercle Encaustic Tile in Blue and Whiite 28 The Drip 

Cluster Pendant Light in Black 29 Margao 230x160cm Cube Cotton Rug in Grey 30 Wing Armchair in Vintage Cigar 

Leather 31 Small Maputo Natural Riverstone Wash Basin 32 Astor Arched Basin Set in Oil Rubbed Bronze PVD (WELS: 

5S/5.5L/m) 33 Chatham Basin Set, Chrome PVD (WELS: 5S/5.5L/m) 34 Cafe Dining Chair in White with Birch Socks

17

16

18

19

20 21

23 24 25 26 27
28

22

29

34

30

31 32 33
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A grate selection  
for a grate match.

Phone  1300 653 403 

Website  stormtech.com.au  

ARCHITECTURAL  
GRATES + DRAINS

Bathrooms + Showers 
Pools + Surrounds 
Thresholds + Doortracks 
Special Needs Access

Your design. The right grate selection, with Stormtech.

Match the perfect drain to your requirements with Stormtech’s superb range  

of linear, designer drainage systems. 

Manufactured in Australia from marine grade stainless steel, Stormtech systems 

bring the perfect balance of style, durability and sustainability to both indoor 

and outdoor environments.

View our complete selection of drainage systems and product applications  

on the Stormtech website, or call for more details.
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MagnaPool’s unique and patented blend of magnesium and potassium minerals 
provides pool water that is a clearer, healthier and more environmentally friendly 
than traditional pools. Now you can easily test magnesium levels in your mineral  
pool with our new magnesium test strips. 

Don't fall for (not so) cheap imitations! If you are going to 
make the switch to a mineral pool, insist on MagnaPool®... 
the original and best magnesium mineral pool.

Bather
Comfort

Water
Clarity

Environmental
Benefits

Part of the Zodiac group.

Call 1800 688 552 or visit www.magnapool.com
for further information

Put the competitors to the test. 
M
p
t
p

D
m
t

If it isn’t
MagnaPool®

it isn’t a real
mineral pool.
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POOLS & 
OUTDOORS
Innovative products and design 

ideas for outdoor living

Project by ecodesign Pty Ltd

BTH004_157 Outdoor and pools intro .indd   157BTH004_157 Outdoor and pools intro .indd   157 1/22/2016   3:05:00 PM1/22/2016   3:05:00 PM



158 | BEST HOMES

BTH004_158-165 ATC .indd   158BTH004_158-165 ATC .indd   158 1/21/2016   3:35:17 PM1/21/2016   3:35:17 PM



Taste of the 
traditional

This substantial family home with a tennis court, 
heated pool and large expanse of manicured gardens 

is what dreams are made of
PHOTOGRAPHY A Total Concept Landscape Architects & Pool Designers

Traditional garden plants suitable for use 
in the Australian environment have been 
utilised to the front areas of the property.

 HOME DESIGN | 159

ELEGANT ESTATE

BTH004_158-165 ATC .indd   159BTH004_158-165 ATC .indd   159 1/22/2016   3:21:01 PM1/22/2016   3:21:01 PM



ELEGANT ESTATE
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A Total Concept Landscape 
Architects & Pool Designers was 
commissioned to design the external 
areas of this Sydney estate to 

incorporate a swimming pool and associated 
entertaining areas, a refurbished tennis court, 
driveway and formal front entry court, all to be 
set within stunning traditional gardens.

The home needed no work but the external 
spaces had not been touched since construction 
of the house was completed more than a century 
ago, so required major reworking and upgrading.

“The best way to describe the external areas in 
real estate agent terms would be ‘in an original 
state’ or ‘a renovator’s delight’, which effectively 
gave us a free palette to work with,” says 
John Storch of A Total Concept. “There were 
four very distinct external areas to be designed 
and developed. First, a period-style driveway and 
formal entry court, second a tennis court in the 
lower area of the property, third an elevated pool 
and poolside entertaining area and lastly, extensive 
sloped gardens to three sides of the residence.” 

The original driveway incorporated two 
simple concrete runners designed to take 

ABOVE More than 1000 tonnes of material 
was excavated to achieve a formal gated entry 
area with sandstone-based dressed timber 
boundary fencing and formal lawn entry area.
LEFT The inviting elevated pool and poolside 
entertaining area.
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The fully tiled light blue pool and 
uniform-coloured sandstone surrounds 
create a peaceful and relaxing area 
in which to take a dip or sit under the 
existing flowering jacarandas.

162 | BEST HOMES
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horse-drawn carriages rather than cars and at the 
front of the house, the grounds sloped quickly up 
to the roadway so that the home had no presence 
to the street. “We designed and then excavated 
out more than 1000 tonnes of material to achieve 
a formal gated entry area with sandstone-based 
dressed timber boundary fencing and formal 
lawn entry area, together with a unique brick and 
sandstone-paved driveway,” says John.

Traditional garden plants were used in the 
entry court lawn area to develop a theme suitable 
for the home, including formal hedges of Buxus 
japonica (Japanese box), Magnolia ‘Little 
Gem’ (Gem Magnolia) and Buxus sempervirens 
(English box) plus Artemesia ‘Powis Castle’ 
(Artemesia), Salvia ‘Mystic Spires’ (Mystic 
Salvia), Salvia ‘Pink Spires’ (Pink Salvia), 
Clivia miniata (clivia) and Gardenia fl orida 
(fl orist’s gardenia).

An old lawn tennis court on the property 
evoked visions of ladies in lace, parasols, 
garden parties and cucumber sandwiches. 

The traditional verandah 
decks of the stately home.

ELEGANT ESTATE
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The dilapidated lawn tennis court in 
the lower area of the property was 
replaced with modern artificial turf.

164 | BEST HOMES
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The dilapidated lawn court was replaced with 
modern artifi cial turf and the surrounding 
chainlink fence replaced and reduced in 
length. Garden sculptures were placed in a 
lawn of ivy and a tennis house designed and 
installed. Vegetation surrounding the court has 
been replanted using a hedge of Elaeagnus 
macrophylla (Elaeagnus) plus Juniperus x media 
‘Pfi tzeriana’ (Pfi tzer Juniperus), Hederacea 
canariensis (Canary Island Ivy) 
and Rhododendron ‘Pink Pearl’ 
(Pink Rhododendron).

Obtaining approval to construct a new 
swimming pool was controversial due the 
required positioning being forward of the 
council-approved building line. John’s team 
at A Total Concept were able to negotiate this 
proposal through local council, saving the 
owners the cost, time and uncertainty of Land 
and Environment Court. The fully tiled light 
blue pool and uniform-coloured sandstone 
surrounds create a peaceful and relaxing area 
in which to take a dip or sit under the existing 
fl owering jacarandas and ensures that the overall 
project is in keeping with the stately home when 
viewed from the traditional verandah decks. 
New low plantings between court and pool 
include clipped spherical Teucrium fruticans 
(Bush Germander) and Raphiolepis ‘Oriental 
Pearl’ (Dwarf Hawthorn) plus Juniperus 
Horizontalis ‘Douglassi’ (Waukegan Juniperus). 
Other plants include the unusual Hydrangea 
quercifolia (Oak Leaf Hydrangea) and rarely 
used Corylus avellana ‘Purpurea’ (Red Hazel).

The extensive sloped garden areas to three 
sides of the residence create a series of rooms, 
each with a different planting style. One 
area with existing native Angophora costata 
(Sydney Redwood) suggested the use of native 
such as Grevillea servicea (Spider Grevillea), 
Hakea teretifolia (Hakea), Doryanthes excelsa 
(Gymea Lily), Actinotus helianthi (Flannel 
fl ower), Banksia ericifolia (Heath Banksia), 

Correa refl exa (Common Correa), Elaeocarpus 
reticulatus (Blueberry Ash), Grevillea speciosa 
ssp. speciosa (Red Spidery Flower) and 
Callistemon citrinus (Crimson Bottlebrush).

A dry creek bed with assorted rounded river 
pebbles, through which runs a water drainage 
easement that occasionally fl oods, has been 
developed in another part of the garden. Here, 
native plants such as Viola hederacea (Native 
Violets), Dendrobium speciosum (King Rock 
Orchid) and Blechnum brasiliense ‘Silver Lady’ 
(Blechnum) have been used and are in keeping 
with an adjacent bush reserve.

Traditional garden plants suitable for use in 
the Australian environment have been utilised 
to the front areas of the property to develop 
a theme suitable for the home and include 
formal hedges of Buxus japonica (Japanese 
box), Michelia fi go (port wine magnolia) 
and Buxus sempervirens (English box) plus 
Agapanthus orientalis (Nile Lily), Juniperus 
conferta (Shore Juniper), Clivia miniata (clivia) 
and Gardenia fl orida (fl orist’s gardenia).

At night, the tennis court is lit with spotlights 
for night play and the poolside entertaining 
areas are well lit for functional purposes which, 
together with energy-effi cient LED lighting 
in the swimming pool, creates mood effects 
with washes of light and dancing shadows. 
All gardens are heavily lit with lighting for 
highlights and accents on plants and features.

John and his team have succeeded in creating 
a beautiful environment for the owners of this 
home that refl ects the practice’s philosophy of 
‘A Total Concept’ and which adds immeasurably 
to the lifestyle amenity and value of the property.

more info?
A Total Concept Landscape Architects 
& Pool Designers
02 9957 5122
atotalconcept.com.au

The period-style driveway and formal 
entry court of the Sydney estate.

ELEGANT ESTATE
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A lush lawn and steps lead up to a 
deep-blue, glass mosaic-tiled pool and 
comfortable casual seating.
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SERENE SCENE
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Contemporary classic
A calm, serene and completely private space has been 

created for this northern beaches family, who now enjoy 
a visually connected pool and outdoor entertaining area

PHOTOGRAPHY Jason Busch
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Scala travertine paving from Eco Outdoor is an 
elegant touch for the long, wide steps leading up 

to the seating and pool surrounds. 

A feature wall of rendered steel-reinforced 
blockwork in a bespoke colour created especially 
for this project is positioned behind the barbecue.
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SERENE SCENE
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This project on Sydney’s northern beaches was 
all-important to the family who lives here. Ten 
years earlier, they had fi lled in a pool and made way 
for a cubby house, but now that their family had 

developed and changed they wanted an amazing new pool to 
better fi t in with the landscape that sloped dramatically from 
one side to the other. A pool and outdoor entertainment were 
now their highest priorities.

“I wanted to create a calm, serene and completely 
private space that had an element of style which was very 
suited to the owners,” says Matthew Leacy from Landart 
Landscapes + Pools, who was entrusted with the design and 
construction of the space.

However, the backyard presented to Matthew featured 
a huge eucalypt raised about 2m above the rest of the 
levels in the garden. From the base of the tree, the land 
dropped away and was completely unusable. There was 
also a hidden pool underground that had to be completely 
removed before anything else could happen. “Access was 
tight but we built bridges and found a way to get a small 
excavator in there,” says Matthew.

The updated backyard now accommodates a 
sophisticated outdoor kitchen/dining area, lush lawn and 
steps leading up to a deep-blue, glass mosaic-tiled pool 
and comfortable casual seating. “All the areas we’ve 
created are visually connected but feel separate and 
private when you are in them,” says Matthew. “I love 
the way the design invites you out into the space and 
entices you to explore your way through it. It’s a bit of 
a contradiction but contemporary classic is defi nitely 
the way I would describe it — beautiful, clean lines 
complemented with soft, green gardens.”

The outdoor kitchen/dining area has an automatic 
retractable awning and a mirror above the servery 
enables vision of the pool from inside the house. 
A feature wall of rendered steel-reinforced blockwork 
in a bespoke colour created especially for this project 
features behind the barbecue.

Frameless glass pool fencing ensures the beautiful view of 
the pool is not impeded from any angle.

The use of Scala travertine paving from Eco Outdoor is an 
elegant touch for the outdoor kitchen/dining area, the steps 
leading up to the seating and pool surrounds. The long, wide, 
inviting steps adjacent to the lawn and dining area have strip 
lights underneath them for added appeal at night.

For the all-important plant selection, a lilly pilly hedge 
provides privacy, while pleached pear trees offer scale to the 
house without boxing in the garden. Box hedges and mass 
planting of jasmine groundcover were also used, while in the 
feature pots there are Buxus microphylla ‘Faulkner’ balls with 
Dichondra argentea ‘Silver Falls’ spilling over the edge.

The reinvented space that Landart Landscapes + Pools 
created now suits the family and their northern beaches 
lifestyle perfectly and is the peaceful haven they dreamed of. 
“The clients are really special, the dynamics of the project 
followed their lead and the end result is a product of their trust 
and enthusiasm,” says Matthew. BH

more info?
Landart Landscapes + Pools
02 9958 0462
landart.com.au

The outdoor kitchen/dining area has an automatic 
retractable awning and a mirror above the servery 

enables vision of the pool from inside the house. 

BTH004_166-169 Landart.indd   169BTH004_166-169 Landart.indd   169 1/22/2016   3:22:20 PM1/22/2016   3:22:20 PM



INSPIRATIONAL GARDEN
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Refugium
A quintessentially Australian 

garden for entertaining, 
relaxation and refl ection

PHOTOGRAPHY Peter Brennan

A summer pavilion sits at the 
heart of this urban refuge.
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D esigned for a leafy suburban block 
with a north-west aspect, Refugium 
sought to provide a space for 
entertaining, relaxation and refl ection 

— and to engender a sense of timelessness.
A summer pavilion sits at the heart of this 

urban refuge, which won ecodesign a bronze 
medal in the Inspirational Gardens category 
at the Australian Garden Show in Sydney. In 
designing and placing the pavilion, ecodesign 
employed the principles of passive solar design. 
The bluestone tiles, for example, provided 
thermal mass, while the pond was included to 
help cool hot summer breezes as well as provide 
a pleasing focal point.

For screening and to create a sense of refuge 
and enclosure, there is a staggered brick wall 
at the back of the elevated pavilion and slim 
vertical timber battens along one side wall. To 
soften the lines of the design, recycled materials 
(in particular bricks and timber sleepers) 
were used, as was a well-considered, low-

maintenance planting palette.
Chosen for interest throughout the seasons, 

the planting palette includes smooth-leafed 
quandong for form and scale, and the deciduous 
Acer palmatum ‘Senkaki’ (a striking Japanese 
maple) for summer shade and winter sun. 
Foliage colours are chiefl y silver, purple and 
deep green, which work in harmony with the 
timber of the pavilion and the stone paving. For 
a burst of fl oral colour, there are red-fl owering 
kangaroo paws.

This quintessentially Australian garden is a 
wonderfully welcoming space in which a strong 
emphasis is placed on textural contrasts and the 
use of locally and sustainably sourced materials. 
BH

more info?
ecodesign Pty Ltd
02 9680 7712, 0407 006 852 (Adrian Swain)
ecodesign.com.au

The pond helps to cool hot 
summer breezes as well as 

provide a pleasing focal point.

Recycled bricks in the 
staggered brick wall soften 

the lines of the design.

Bluestone tiles provide 
thermal mass.

Foliage colours work 
in harmony with the 

timber of the pavilion. 
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Outside the box
Created for a design-savvy family, this garden 

is both inspiring and innovative
PHOTOGRAPHY Patrick Redmond

PUSHING THE BOUNDARIES
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The four-sided glass pool plays on the 
concepts of modernism and seamless 

integration of linking spaces, and creates 
an openness to the back garden.
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W ith a keen interest in architecture, 
the owners of this impressive 
Melbourne property were fully 
engaged with the garden design 

process, right from the beginning. Taking 
cues from the architecture at the rear of the 
house, and after extensive consultation with 
Franklin Landscape & Design, the owners 
gave the go-ahead for a contemporary, 
largely linear design.

The rear garden caters for a modern lifestyle 
where the emphasis is on relaxed entertaining 
and fl awlessly linked outdoor spaces. One 
example of the latter is the use of random-cut 
bluestone to slowly integrate the lawn into the 
‘living’ aspect of the landscape design; another 
is the glass-sided swimming pool.

“The desire was to push the boundaries of 
design to create a landscape which was outside 
the box. This can be seen in the four-sided glass 
pool,” explains David Franklin. “This plays on the 
concepts of modernism and seamless integration 
of linking spaces, as do the entertainment/dining 
area and the lawn play space. It also creates an 
openness to the back garden.”

For warmth and ambience, a gas 
fireplace was integrated into 

a wall built using recycled timber.

Random-cut bluestone slowly 
integrates the lawn into the ‘living’ 
aspect of the landscape design.
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PUSHING THE BOUNDARIES

The cutting-edge outdoor entertaining 
area features a streamlined barbecue set in a 
cantilevered bench. For maximum convenience, 
this is placed beneath a servery window leading 
to the inside kitchen. For warmth and ambience 
there is a gas fi replace integrated into a wall 
built using recycled timber; for its contemporary 
aesthetic, there is a concrete bench seat, poured 
in-situ, that doubles as steps to the pool area, 
masterfully accommodating the level changes.

“The space also features ironbark decking, 
which softens the hard appearance of the 
concrete surfaces. And there is a timber 

pergola with a louvred roof which can be 
used to allow in natural light and/or protect 
family and friends from inclement weather,” 
adds David. 

The timber decking leads to a landing next 
to the house. This is paved in large-format 
random bluestone and features two sun 
lounges for those lazy days in the summer sun.

The homeowners were heavily involved in 
the selection of the plants, of which there is 
a rich array. This includes screening plants, 
such as the Trachelospermum jasminoides and 
Parthenocissus tricuspidata growing along 

“The desire was to push the boundaries of 
design.” — David Franklin

panels of ArchBar and a variety of feature 
plants, chief among them an impressive 
Xanthorrhoea and an Acer palmatum. 

“Lighting was a key element in the creation 
of the landscape and was used extensively 
throughout the whole design,” says David. All 
the lighting was supplied by Aqualux and a 
variety of different styles were used to highlight 
features, create a warm and inviting ambience 
and enable limitless use of the garden.” The 
result is a modern garden of great depth and 
endless interest, and a garden that takes the 
owners from day to night with ease. BH

more info?
Landscape design and construction by 
Franklin Landscape & Design 
03 9598 1094 
franklinld.com 

The cutting-edge outdoor entertaining
area features a streamlined barbecue set 
in a cantilevered bench.

BTH004_174-177 Franklin Design.indd   177BTH004_174-177 Franklin Design.indd   177 1/22/2016   3:23:14 PM1/22/2016   3:23:14 PM



197A Bay Road Sandringham 3191

(03)9598 1094  0401 383 827  franklinld.com  david@franklinld.com
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• metal garden art
• garden sculptures
• outdoor wall art
• privacy screens

• backyard furniture
• fi re pits + burners
• pergola designs
• letter boxes

342 Jasper Road, Ormond VIC 3204  I  Ph: 1300 886 811  I  sales@entanglements.com.au  I  www.entanglements.com.au

DISTRIBUTORS 
AUSTRALIA WIDE

Here’s an easy way to make a statement in your landscaped garden or outdoor living space.
Architects, Interior Designers, Landscapers, Retail & Domestic Home Owners turn to Entanglements, where professional metal art is designed,
manufactured and delivered from our Melbourne studio showroom. Incorporate our fi re burners & backlit lighting for night time entertaining.

Choose from our existing ranges or send us your image and let our expert designers and Metal Workers help you create your vision.
We operate Australia wide and can ship around the world.
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Modern 
paradise

A sympathetic design for a diffi  cult 
outdoor space brings a tropical allure 

to this suburban backyard
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MEDITERRANEAN HAVEN

The tiered levels of the backyard required 
a careful design resolution that was sympathetic 

to the vertical nature of the space.
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D eceptively simple, this complex 
design by Malibu Pools & Spas 
creatively demonstrates how 
innovative design can transform a 

diffi cult outdoor space. The tiered levels of the 
backyard required a careful design resolution 
that was not only sympathetic to the vertical 
nature of the space, but offers an effi cient and 
self-maintaining area for family life.

From the tiered pergola to the infi nity edge, 
this beautifully articulated waterfall pool 
cascades down the embankment, elongating the 
depth of the yard with continuous fl ow towards 
the deck. Sloping towards the edge, the pool 
gives the impression that one is wading down 
from an ancient temple into a gentle river. 
Raised garden beds, designed by landscapers 
Growing Rooms, coupled with the height of 
the pergola adds to this lengthening effect by 
drawing the eye into the vertical space. The 
combination of meandering levels and stone-
capped stairs completes this modern take on 
a Mediterranean paradise with clean fi nesse.

Blond travertine coping and stone walls 
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MEDITERRANEAN HAVEN

produce a natural look reminiscent of tropical 
sands and rock pools. A pearlescent mosaic 
traverses the pool interior, allowing the 
water to sparkle throughout the day like the 
clear blue waters of white beaches. At night, 
considered placement of upward underwater 
and garden lighting illuminates the pool with 
a soft glow.

Glass panelling with stainless-steel accents 
provides an unobstructed view over the 
yard and of the grassy knoll and children’s 
playhouse in the upper corner, ideal for parents 
who can keep an eye out as well as entertain 
from the lower deck. The downward pull of 
the water assists the automation of all aspects 
of pool equipment, with an inbuilt heating and 
fi ltering system designed to allow more time 
for the family to enjoy the pool. 

This complete design by Malibu Pools & 
Spas with Growing Rooms transforms this 
diffi cult outdoor space into a family-friendly 

modern paradise, perfectly situated and 
expertly built to suit low-maintenance and 
relaxed, contemporary lifestyles. BH

more info?
Malibu Pools & Spas
0418 499 905
malibupools.net.au

Sloping towards the edge, the pool gives the 
impression that one is wading down from 

an ancient temple into a gentle river.
OPPOSITE TOP At night, considered placement of 
upward underwater and garden lighting illuminates 
the pool with a soft glow.
OPPOSITE BOTTOM Blond travertine coping and 
stone walls produce a natural look reminiscent of 
tropical sands and rock pools.
ABOVE With a tiered pergola, meandering levels 
and stone-capped stairs, this is a modern take on 
a Mediterranean paradise.
RIGHT A pearlescent mosaic traverses the pool 
interior, allowing the water to sparkle throughout 
the day.
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Crave Stainless Designs is an Australian owned business which supplies 
to both stores and homes with high quality stainless steel products. With 
the unique and clean look of stainless steel our water features include 
stacked stone, slate tile, glass, mirrored stainless steel, patterned stainless 
steel and mirrored glass. Crave also manufactures sheer descents and 
sheer descent kits for projecting and cascading waterfall effects. Crave 
specialises in other stainless steel products such as indoor and outdoor 
tables, splash backs and handrails.

www.cravedesigns.com.au

Also available for purchase on eBay.

Unit 3, 28 Jones Street, Wagga Wagga NSW 2650
Tel: 0418 712 211  Fax: 02 6925 9334
Email: craiga695@gmail.com

ST
AINLESS

DESIGNS
Specialists In Unique Stainless Steel Designs
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A rendered pool wall forms the planter box for 
the garden. Narrow garden beds utilise as much 
land area as possible, with slender tall planting 
to provide screening for privacy and soften the 
otherwise stark brick walls on the boundary.
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INNER-CITY RETREAT

Modern glam
Limited space at the rear of an inner-city Sydney 

terrace enables the creation of a highly sophisticated 
pool and spa with maximum visual impact

PHOTOGRAPHY Digital 1 Photography
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Three Laminar jet water features create
a visual eff ect and pleasant water-
trickling sound to drown out city noise.
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This elegant 5.2m x 3.5m pool offers 
a big, bright look in a small space at 
the rear of a modern, stylish terrace 
in inner-city Paddington. Despite the 

limited area, the design of the pool maximises the 
available space without compromising functionality 
for this family. Their pool has been fully integrated 
into the spot and the surrounding entertainment 
areas and creates a very “modern glamorous” look.

The family wanted to use their outdoor area 
in this very busy, confi ned part of Sydney, where 
space is at a premium. Their terrace is narrow 
at the front, with a double-width block at the 
rear where the pool is located. “The previous 
backyard was a mess,” recalls Robin Hitchcock 
of FreeStyle Pools. “It was not a very usable 
space and had very uneven ground.”

The new pool and spa were for fun and 
entertainment and provided an area to sit 
and relax. Additionally, privacy needed to be 
maintained. Finding a design that ticked all the 
boxes and met the space requirements was a 
challenge. On top of this, the family was after 
something that would add an element of “wow” 
and incorporate lots of lights.

The owner had researched other projects 
online and had seen a pool with an acrylic panel 
in the end and wanted to incorporate that same 
idea in her project. Combining that with the 
customer’s brief, FreeStyle Pools put together 
various options to complete the vision.

“The most inspiring aspect of the pool is 
the inclusion of the 3.5m-long x 0.7m-high 
x 44mm-thick acrylic panel in the end of the 
pool which, combined with the frameless glass 
fencing, really adds to the visual impact,” says 
Robin. “Rather than visually blocking the pool 
area with a rendered pool wall, the clear panel 
visually blows out the size of the area. This 
distorts a small space into a visually bigger area.

“Acrylic has a higher-impact strength compared 
to glass, is much lighter than glass, has better 
clarity compared to glass, and unlike glass it can 
be easily polished if scratched, making it a perfect 
product to use in this situation. The use of the 
frameless glass fencing and gate and the acrylic 
panel prevent the pool area looking cramped or 
segregated from the outdoor entertaining space. 
Visually, it fl ows from entertaining area to pool 
area without division and draws attention to the 
blue water and pool volume, tricking the eye to 
see a larger space.”

Designed by architect Matthew Nadilo and 
FreeStyle Pools and constructed by FreeStyle 
Pools, the 1m–1.6m-deep pool and 3m² spa is 
built at the elevated level rather than at grass 
level. This means the space in the backyard is 
balanced, fl ows practically and disguises the fact 
the house is on a sloping block.

FreeStyle Pools added three Laminar jet water 
features in the garden with built-in multi-colour 
low-voltage LEDs and at night, these look like 
fi bre-optic cables bending the light. This creates 

INNER-CITY RETREAT
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OPPOSITE TOP The use of the acrylic panel 
prevents the pool area looking cramped or 
segregated from the outdoor entertaining space.

ABOVE The most inspiring aspect of the pool is the 
inclusion of the acrylic panel in the end of the pool 
which, combined with the frameless glass fencing, 

really adds to the visual impact,. 
OPPOSITE BOTTOM The multi-coloured pool and 
spa lights provide an amazing night scene.

a visual effect and pleasant water-trickling sound 
to drown out city noise.

The multi-coloured pool and spa lights 
provide an amazing night scene, with glowing 
light shining out of the acrylic panel. Four multi-
coloured Spa Electrics WN950 low-voltage LED 
underwater lights feature in the pool and gas-
heated spa, which also has a fully tiled interior 
fi nish of sapphire ceramic 61mm mosaics. “The 
fully tiled interior fi nish looks amazing and is 
the smoothest, longest-lasting fi nish to use for 
pool interiors,” says Robin.

To ensure maximum usage without time spent 
on maintenance, the pool and spa are fi tted with 
a 10-channel automation system, two wall-
mounted Astral JX160 gas heaters (for space 
saving) for year-round heating and automated 
Chemigem chlorinator to sense and dose chlorine 
and acid to keep the pool perfectly balanced. 
Filtration is provided by a Waterco Micron S602 
fi lter using glass beads for fi ltration and a Viron 
P320 energy-effi cient three-speed pump.

Every piece of equipment can be set or 
controlled from the in-home touchpad to provide 
the clients with single-button control of everyday 
needs or entertaining scenarios. The Viron 
Connect10 Automation system with in-house 
touchscreen can be programmed to turn any of the 
lights, water features and spa on and off, either on 
a timer or with a single touch. “Equipment choice 
is based on the best options available and, most 
importantly, is easy to use and requires minimal 
hassle to maintain,” says Robin.

A rendered pool wall forms the planter box for 
the garden. Narrow garden beds utilise as much 
land area as possible, with slender tall planting 
to provide screening for privacy and soften the 
otherwise stark brick walls on the boundary.

Fibonacci stone in Earth with a sandblasted 
fi nish is incorporated for the paving and the 
same Fibonacci stone on the patio area gives 
a seamless transition between spaces.

The fi nal result is an enticing and practical 
pool that embodies the technical resolve and 

stylish aesthetics of a pool space that FreeStyle 
Pools strives to deliver. “Good design for us 
equates to making the most practical use of the 
space available, without compromising the other 
needs for the backyard, which is really important 
where space is at a premium,” says Robin.

“The clients were delivered a high-quality 
constructed-and-fi nished pool, refl ected in all 
materials and equipment used throughout this 
build, including sapphire mosaic tiles in the 
pool and spa interior and Fibonacci stone paving 
and coping around the pool. The aquarium-like 
end to the pool, space utilisation, planting and 
decoration is a showcase for how to maximise 
functionality and dress up a small space to make 
it look bigger than it is.”

more info?
FreeStyle Pools
02 9875 1122
freestylepools.net.au 

INNER-CITY RETREAT
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The pool is configured so there
is an 8m lap pool, a large space 
to swim around and a spa.

BTH004_192-193 Canny.indd   192BTH004_192-193 Canny.indd   192 1/22/2016   3:25:20 PM1/22/2016   3:25:20 PM



Enjoyment with impact
A multifunctional space for ultimate family enjoyment
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Integrated Pools by Canny worked its 
expert recommendations seamlessly into 
the client’s brief to create this aesthetically 
pleasing masterpiece. This stimulating 

job had an exciting brief from a client with a 
growing family. The pool is uniquely positioned 
at the fenceline, giving an impression that the 
backyard is bigger than it actually is, thereby 
enhancing the impact of the outdoor space.

Visually, there is a fl awless cohesion between 
the sleek, modern, black-rimmed glass facade 
of the home and the elegant pool with its dark-
tiled border. In line with the client’s desire to 
create a dynamic pool with enough space for 
the entire family, the pool is confi gured so there 

is an 8m lap pool, a large space to swim around 
and a spa.

Suitable for both children and adults alike, 
the pool is technically fi rst-class with variable 
speed pumps and Astral Viron Connect 10 — 
an automation system to control spa and pool 
heating through a mobile phone application.

The pool is perfectly integrated into the 
home’s surroundings through the angular, 
modern and polished pool fi nish that works 
collectively with the residence to create 
a striking and interesting outdoor space. BH

Pool build and design: Integrated Pools 
by Canny

Dimensions: 8m x 4.5m
Filtration: Astral Pools P600 variable speed
Lighting: Astral Pools Delta Multi LED
Coping: Bluestone
Tiles: Cotto 48mm x 48mm ceramic tiles
Special features: Astral Pools heating system, 
Faulkner and Chapman Landscape Design and 
a lap pool

more info?
Integrated Pools by Canny
03 8532 4444
0418 231 289
canny.com.au

Visually, there is a flawless cohesion 
between the sleek, modern, black-rimmed 
glass facade of the home and the elegant 

pool with its dark-tiled border.
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YARDWARE:  Alexandria Outdoor Design Centre, 6-12 O’Riordan Street, Alexandria (02) 9310 2666

www.yardware.com.au  www.designestablishment.com.au
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Permanent invisible, protective 
sealer which consolidates soft 
porous surfaces and repels 
water, protecting against salt 
efflorescence and spalling.

Permanent invisible, protective, 
penetrating sealer for natural 
stone, tiles, pavers, concrete, and 
grout from damage caused by 
water, salts and oil-based stains.

Phone: 1800 675 119 Email: info@drytreat.com
www.drytreat.com

• Creates deep water-repellent barrier
• Controls efflorescence and salt-spalling
• Recommended for soft porous materials 

including sandstone and limestone around salt 
water pools

• Permanent stain protection
• Controls efflorescence and salt-spalling
• Creates deep water- & oil-repellent barrier - for 

premium stain protection
• Keeps the surface’s original look
• Maintains slip resistance
• Reduces mould/moss growth

Surface Consolidator

™ ™

Salt Water 
Pool? Efflorescence?

*15-Year Performance Warranty when applied by an 
accredited applicator

*15-Year Performance Warranty when applied by an 
accredited applicator

Untreated travertine 
Pitting -- salt water 
spalling after only  

5 months

Untreated Saltillo
Efflorescence -- 

minerals come up from 
the ground and leave 

salt deposits -- the 
white patches

• 40SK strengthens softer surfaces 
by approximately 30-40%

• Greatly increases lifespan
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E ach year life seems to get busier and busier, so when there’s 
the chance for a little downtime, it must be grasped fi rmly and 
enjoyed to the fullest. Now these homeowners can do just that in 
their own rejuvenated backyard in Sydney’s north.

Faced with an existing and very harsh-looking brick-paved area fi lled with 
overgrown plants and trees, the homeowners decided to transform the space 
into a more inviting and relaxing outdoor room in which to entertain friends 
and family and unwind on weekends.

Ultimate 
relaxation

A contemporary and timeless trio 
of enticing outdoor spaces

PHOTOGRAPHY CW Photography and Media
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TERRIFIC TRIO

“We really were creating a place of warmth 
and relaxation, a place to sit and enjoy,” says 
Luke Roodenburg, director of Sand & Stone 
Landscapes, whose company carried out both 
the design and construction.

The Sand & Stone Landscapes’ team 
crafted a contemporary and timeless space, 
or rather a series of spaces. “We created 
three ‘zones’ — a travertine-tiled area with 
new pergola complete with skylight and 
downlights; a spotted gum deck; and a turf 
area to soften the remainder of the backyard,” 
says Luke.

Of particular note is the addition of the 
hardwood pergola with skylight to let in 
natural light. “This was something that was 
needed so we didn’t lose the natural light in 
the kitchen,” says Luke.

A dry-stacked Sydney sandstone retaining 
wall frames the entire area for a sense of unity. 
The hedging, combined with the Magnolia 
‘Teddy Bear’ feature trees and feature spotted 
gum timber screens, gives the homeowners 
privacy to enjoy their space, and also ties 
in with the other natural materials used in 
the project.

“The contrasting natural materials of timber 
and stone create a sense of warmth and have 
turned a bland space into an inviting outdoor 
room,” says Luke. BH

more info?
Sand & Stone Landscapes Pty Ltd
0410 654 941
sandandstonelandscapes.com.au

The hardwood pergola has a 
skylight to let in natural light.

The contrasting natural 
materials of timber and stone 

create a sense of warmth.

Three ‘zones’ were created — a travertine-
tiled area with new pergola; a spotted 

gum deck; and a turf area to soften the 
remainder of the backyard.
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Working the angles
No matter which way you look at it, these 

contemporary spaces are a design triumph
PHOTOGRAPHY Peter Brennan and Ken Lui

From the front garden with its lush 
garden beds to the poolside deck at 
the rear, this home is embraced by 
inviting outdoor spaces that entice the 

eye and soothe the senses, no matter what your 
vantage point.

Designed by Mike Cass, director at Mike Cass 
Creative, and built by Design-It Landscapes, the 
gardens have a look that is modern and fresh. 
They are also multi-functional and abound 
with all the features the family needs to make 
spending time outside a pleasurable experience.

“As there was limited usable area, the plan 
was to reclaim space through terracing and 
retaining. We also wanted to provide for a mix 
of functions and features and include elements to 
draw the eye so that there was something special 
to look at from every angle,” explains Mike.

Achieving a sense of balance and proportion 

was integral to Mike’s design, as was the 
creation of engaging colour contrasts. The latter 
was largely accomplished through the use of 
multi-layered planting. The plant palette, which 
also added detail to the design, was carefully 
selected and includes lily pilly for up-close 
framing, giant bromeliads for focal plants, as 
well as white mondo grass, tricolour jasmine and 
a variety of succulents. For privacy around the 
tight boundary, Design-It Landscapes planted 
Slender Weaver bamboo.

At the rear of the home there is a swimming 
pool, a deck (built of spotted gum hardwood, 
as were the pontoons in the front garden) and 
a patio which is the prime outdoor entertaining 
area. “Here you will fi nd a large and inviting 
outdoor kitchen complete with workbench, 
fridges, barbecue and outdoor sink along with 
a handmade pizza bar, built in the traditional 

manner ... brick by brick,” says Mike.
As the entertaining area leads straight into the 

home, ensuring a seamless connection between 
the outdoor elements and the home’s interior 
was essential. One of the ways this was achieved 
was by repeating the same material used for 
the external cladding in the interior kitchen, 
lounge and ensuite — just one example of the 
thoughtful and creative approach for which 
Mike Cass Creative and Design-it Landscapes 
have become widely known. BH

more info?
Landscape design by 
Mike Cass Creative Landscape
Construction by Design-it Landscapes
02 9967 5621
designit.co

The poolside 
deck at the rear 

is built of spotted 
gum hardwood.

The swimming pool and deck 
(built of spotted gum hardwood) 

at the rear of the home.

The large and inviting outdoor 
kitchen is complete with workbench, 
fridges, barbecue, outdoor sink and
a handmade pizza bar.
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designit.co

+61 2 9967 5621

enquire@designit.co

88 penshurst st 
willoughby 2068

new showroom now open at  
88 penshurst street, willoughby
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Day and night
No matter the time of day, these 
well-composed gardens have a 

sense of serenity
PHOTOGRAPHY Patrick Redmond

TURNING JAPANESE
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Stonework was also brought 
into the alfresco area and 

references the stone used on 
the front facade of the house.
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The front garden of this home in 
Melbourne’s Canterbury has a serene 
feel thanks to the Japanese-style 
design. The sense of peace is further 

enhanced by the carefully selected palette of 
plants and natural materials that reinforce the 
Japanese-infl uenced design and help to bring 
out the colours and textures of the Castlemaine 
slate stonework on the home’s exterior.

Designed and built by DJ Landscapes 
& Pools, the front garden features three 
different surfaces. The driveway is of 
Metromix aggregate concrete. Infi ll bands of 
Castlemaine slate run across the driveway and 
form the pathway that leads to the entrance. 
This side path is paved in brown granite.

The Japanese-style garden at the front of the 
house features weeping and upright maples, 
weeping cherry trees, magnolias, Japanese 
conifers and several groundcovers, including 
moss and mondo grass. As you walk towards 
the front entrance, along the side of the 
house, you pass a stand of weeping bamboo, 

Towards the front entrance, 
along the side of the house, is 

a stand of weeping bamboo, 
screening the fence. 

Attached to the house is a 
trio of autumn leaf-patterned 
Corten-steel light boxes.

The swimming pool is built by 
Domain Pools & Landscapes. The 
covered alfresco entertaining 
area has a kitchen with a built-in 
Electrolux barbecue and sink.
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TURNING JAPANESE

screening the fence. On the opposite side of 
the path, attached to the house, is a trio of 
autumn leaf-patterned Corten-steel light boxes.

Also at the side of the house, which 
was built by Stonehaven Homes, there is 
a small Japanese garden with a water feature 
comprised of a 1m-high granite pot and 
bamboo Kakei spout. The garden boasts 
a stepping stone path that traverses a sea of 
crushed granite and leads to a gate that gives 
access to the rear garden.

Here, there is a swimming pool, built by 
Domain Pools & Landscapes, and a covered 
alfresco entertaining area. Visually tying 
together the pool and entertaining zone, 
DJ Landscapes & Pools paved them in 
large-format porcelain tiles. 

The alfresco entertaining area has a kitchen 
with a built-in Electrolux barbecue and sink. 
In one corner, there is a section of louvred 
walling which acts as a feature and prevents 
the space from feeling closed in. Stonework 
was also brought into the area, referencing the 

stone used on the front facade of the house.
To keep the garden feeling clean and 

uncluttered, frameless glass fencing allows 
uninterrupted views. There is also a rendered 
feature wall, built to screen all services. In 
time, espaliered fruit trees will grow and cover 
the wall in bands of green.

More than 20 feature lights were used in 
the various garden areas, including uplights 
to the feature trees. There are LEDs in the 
light boxes and spillway, the water feature and 
pots have spotlights, and the front pathway 
has fi ve Hunza Twig Lites. All the lighting 
and irrigation, which includes pumps and a 
RainBank, was supplied by Smart Water. The 
result is a series of outdoor spaces that draw 
you in, day and night. BH

more info?
DJ Landscapes & Pools 
0408 998 594 
djlandscapes.com.au 

The Japanese-style garden at the 
front of the house features weeping 
and upright maples, weeping cherry 
trees, magnolias, Japanese conifers 
and several groundcovers.
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F inally able to enjoy their brand-new 
modern home located in Sydney’s 
Hills district, these homeowners 
envisaged a pool that would 

complement their new home, a design that was 
modern, simple, fresh and visually pleasing.

Surrounded by porcelain tiles, the 7m x 4m 
pool, designed by Aspect Designs, was built by 
Aquastone Pools & Landscapes in a very tight 
spot, and cleverly utilises an area of the property 
which would have otherwise been unused.

Not just a pool, it’s a total entertainment area 
that can now be appreciated from both inside 
and outside the home. The solar-heated pool is 
essentially a feature of the home itself and can 
be viewed from the internal main entertaining 
area, thanks to frameless glass fencing that 
allows pure enjoyment of the view.

“A pool and outdoor area should fi t in with 
the home,” says Gavin Bazley, co-owner of 
Sydney-based Aquastone Pools & Landscapes. 
“This pool does that beautifully as it uses similar 
styles and materials, and becomes an extension 
of the home. The pool is really an extension of 
the entertaining area. It is also visually amazing 
at night with the pool lights on.”

They say that the simple things in life are 
often the best, and this pool, with its clean 
lines and simple shape, is most defi nitely proof 
of this mantra. BH

more info?
Aquastone Pools & Landscapes Pty Ltd
02 9679 0752, 0414 745 715
aquastone.com.au

Fresh simplicity
A visually pleasing pool that is an extension of 

a modern new home’s entertaining area
PHOTOGRAPHY Blue Poppy Photography

The design was built in a very tight spot and 
cleverly utilises an area of the property which 

would have otherwise been unused.
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It’s now a total entertainment area that can be 
appreciated from inside and outside the home. 

The pool is visually amazing at 
night with the pool lights on.

Frameless glass fencing allows 
pure enjoyment of the view.
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INNOVATIVE AND IMAGINATIVE

Dare to be diff erent
All it takes is a little daring to create  a courtyard 

design that stands apart from the pack
PHOTOGRAPHY Jessica Cheng
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The design of the small courtyard has a 
contemporary, industrial feel. Although newly 
completed, it has an established air, largely due 
to the liberal use of recycled materials. 

The space uses a mix of natural 
elements and incorporates as 

much greenery as possible.
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Imaginative, innovative, inspired … there 
is no shortage of adjectives to describe 
this design.

Making the most of a small courtyard 
is easy. You just need some imagination, some 
ingenuity and the expertise of a professional 
landscape designer. An experienced designer 
can devise savvy solutions to the most 
challenging of problems, from how to increase 
the perception of depth to screening the space 
without making it feel hemmed in.

“The original space was pretty much unusable 
so the owners wanted it transformed into another 
room of the house, one they could relax in. They 
also wanted to screen off an apartment block that 
towered over them at the rear of the property,” 
explains designer Andrew Sidie of Stone Lotus 
Landscapes, a boutique design and construction 
company operating in Sydney’s eastern suburbs. 
“To achieve this, they wanted to use a mix 
of natural elements and incorporate as much 
greenery as possible,” he adds.

Andrew’s design has a contemporary, 
industrial feel. Although newly completed, it 
has an established air, largely due to the liberal 
use of recycled materials. The screen at the 
back of the courtyard is the main feature of the 
design. Built entirely using recycled hardwood 
timber, it incorporates an irrigated vertical 
garden that introduces the greenery the 
owners wanted.

“The corner bench seat is also constructed 
from the same recycled timber, tying both 
elements together. Recycled bricks also feature 
heavily. They were used in the construction 
of the bench seat, the wall beneath the timber 
screen and the raised planters,” says Andrew.

Adding textural interest, the two 
feature planters are clad in Eco Outdoor’s 
dry-stone-style, natural granite Alpine walling 
material. For contrast, the paving is 
Eco Outdoor’s bluestone.

The owners wanted a low-maintenance, 
tropical-style planting scheme to tie in with 
the existing frangipani that dominated the 
courtyard. With this in mind, Andrew chose 
a limited but effective palette of plants for the 
raised planters that includes Heliconia ‘Red 
Xmas’, Strelitzia nicolai and Philodendron 
‘Xanadu’. For the vertical garden, the plants 
include Brazilian walking iris, Clivia and 
bird’s nest ferns.

The fi nal fl ourish came in the form of LED 
uplights, sourced from Bondi Lights, that 
give the courtyard a whole new personality 
after sundown. BH

more info?
Landscape design and construction by 
Stone Lotus Landscapes 
02 8971 1332 
stonelotus.com.au 

TOP The screen at the back of the courtyard is the main feature of 
the design and was built entirely using recycled hardwood timber.
ABOVE The corner bench seat is also constructed from recycled 
timber and recycled bricks also feature heavily.
BELOW The screen incorporates an irrigated vertical garden that 
introduces the greenery the owners wanted.
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When it comes to offering protection for your outdoor areas from harsh sunlight, 

strong wind and rain, Outrigger Awnings has everything covered. Since 1994, Sydney 
based Outrigger has been designing and manufacturing stylish custom-designed fabric 
structures for domestic and commercial applications. Our extensive range of motorised and 
manual awnings utilise the highest quality rainproof and shade fabrics that should last from 
18 to 20 years. Outrigger currently manufacture retracting awnings and sails, batten awnings, 
outdoor blinds, cantilevered awnings and stylish carports. Why not create your own outdoor 
room as an additional living area to be enjoyed all year round.

Call us now or visit our website for your free design consultation.

PROTECTION
      STYLE &

(02) 9905 8473
info@outriggerawnings.com.au

www.outriggerawnings.com.au
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Think water tanks, Think

CATCH IT NOW 
with a Polymaster tank option

AUSTRALIA'S 
MOST TRUSTED 
POLY TANK 
MANUFACTURER 
SINCE 1994 RAIN

  WATER’S

FREE

Make sure it’s a quality Polymaster tank! 1800 062 064 l  water.polymaster.com.au

600-5,000L 2,000-27,000L 200-50,000L
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DURABLE DESIGNS

A visit to an international furniture 
trade show in Germany last year 
was a revelation for the Royalle 
Outdoor Furniture design team. 

Before them was one of the most exciting 
product ranges they had seen in the past 
30 years: Lava tables. Designed and made 
in Deruta, Italy, by Italian ceramic masters 
Domiziani, these colourful tables are not only 
stunning works of art, each one is unique and 
incredibly durable.

Each tabletop is a hand-painted 20mm-
thick slab of basalt cut from lava fl ows. 
Basalt has been used for centuries in 
construction because it is exceptionally 
strong and resilient to the most punishing 
weather conditions, making it a superb base 
material to use for outdoor furniture.

Once cut to size the slabs are painted and 
twice baked at 1000 degrees Celsius. The 
result is breathtaking, vividly coloured designs 
that are able to withstand extreme cold and 
heat, constant direct sunlight and the salt-
laden winds typical of coastal locations. Each 
tabletop also offers excellent impact resistance 
and will not stain or warp when it comes 
into contact with a heat source such as 
hot cookware.

The table frame is beautifully engineered 
with its minimalist appearance disguising 
an intricate structure of rebated reinforcing 
joins and precision componentry. Made from 
stainless steel, each frame is powder-coated 
to provide extra protection and deliver the 
clean lines needed to perfectly frame the 
artwork that is the tabletop.

Displaying a level of artistry never before 
seen in Australia, Lava tables are ideal for use 
in our often harsh outdoor environment 
as well inside the home, where they can act 
as the stunning centrepiece of an indoor 
dining area.

The Domiziani furniture range is vast and 
the number of models available in Australia 
continues to expand. You can check out 
the range by visiting the Outdoor Elegance 
website or view the products fi rst-hand at 
Burning Log Outdoor Indoor in Canberra or 
at Outdoor Elegance stores located in Sydney, 
Melbourne and Erina on the New South Wales 
Central Coast. BH

more info?
Outdoor Elegance
1300 660 330
outdoorelegance.com.au 

Each Lava tabletop is a hand-
painted 20mm-thick slab of 

basalt cut from lava flows.

Element 
of artistry

Add the designer touch to your 
outdoor dining with these colourful 

handcrafted tables
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OUTDOOR COMFORT

Modular diversity
Modular settings designed to bring added 

comfort to outdoor lounging and dining

One of the biggest trends in outdoor 
furniture to emerge during the past 
year is the combination lounge 
and dining setting. This is where 

a dining table is built at a height to match an 
outdoor lounge, allowing a more comfortable 
dining and entertaining experience. Steadily 
growing in popularity, this is a great option if 
your outdoor space is limited.

With the Royalle Outdoor Furniture modular 
lounge range you have a variety of individual 
pieces at your disposal. This includes multiple 
seating and table options that you can 

confi gure however you choose to create an 
outdoor lounge set that perfectly suits your 
entertaining needs and the dimensions of your 
outdoor space.

Many of the settings feature cushions 
covered in Sunbrella, a high-performance 
outdoor textile. This amazing fabric, 
backed by a fi ve-year warranty, is highly 
UV-, water- and mildew-resistant and is 
incredibly easy to clean. Combine this 
with the Grade Five all-weather synthetic 
wicker and fully welded aluminium frames 
and you have lounge furniture that is ideal 

for any outdoor environment.
The range is available at Burning Log Outdoor 

Indoor in Canberra, Get Outside in Brisbane and 
on Queensland’s Sunshine Coast, and Outdoor 
Elegance stores in Sydney, Melbourne and Erina 
on the New South Wales Central Coast. BH

more info?
Outdoor Elegance 
outdoorelegance.com.au
Burning Log Outdoor Indoor 
burninglog.com.au, getoutside.com.au 

The combination lounge and dining setting 
— where a dining table is built at a height to 
match an outdoor lounge — allows a more 
comfortable dining and entertaining experience.

With the Royalle Outdoor 
Furniture modular range you 

have a variety of individual 
pieces at your disposal.

Multiple seating and table 
options can be configured 
however you choose.

BTH004_210-212 Royalle Outdoor.indd   212BTH004_210-212 Royalle Outdoor.indd   212 1/22/2016   3:27:10 PM1/22/2016   3:27:10 PM



Visit our showroom or shop online

5 
year

warranty

MALDIVES  
Aluminium and wicker  

7pc setting

MALDIVES  
Modular lounge

7pc setting

ROSSEAU  
Aluminium and wicker  

5pc setting

ESSEX  
Aluminium and wicker  

11pc setting

VOGUE  
Aluminium 9pc  

setting

VALENCIA  
Aluminium 13pc  

setting

Sunbrella 
outdoor  
fabric
5 year  

warranty

Cast 
aluminium 

chairs
5 year  

warranty

100% 
aluminium 

tables
5 year  

warranty

Solaris  
all weather 

wicker
5 year  

warranty

VISIT A SHOWROOM 
CLOSE TO YOU

www.outdoorelegance.com.au

www.getoutside.com.au

www.burninglog.com.au

SYDNEY SHOWROOM  339 Mona Vale Road, Terry Hills NSW 2084  |  02 9986 2251
MELBOURNE SHOWROOM  Cnr Boundary & Canterbury Road, Braeside VIC 3195  |  03 9580 3110
CENTRAL COAST SHOWROOM  201 The Entrance Road, Erina NSW 2250  |  02 4365 4440
BRISBANE SHOWROOM  1912 Sandgate Road, Virginia QLD 4014  |  07 3865 5899
SUNSHINE COAST SHOWROOM  388 Nicklin Way, Bokarina QLD 4575  |  07 5493 1011
CANBERRA SHOWROOM  Cnr of Maryborough & Wollongong Streets, Fyshwick ACT 2609  |  1300 644 596

Visit our showroom or shop online www.royalleoutdoors.com.au  |  1300 660 330
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P rioritising clean and simple design, 
the owners of this Melbourne 
property — parents of two tween-
aged children — craved a low-

maintenance swimming pool they could enjoy 
year round. Designed by Mark Browning of 
Cycas Design and built by Kiama Pools, the 
10.5m x 3.5m pool is now the centrepiece of 
the family’s stylish outdoor living zone.

The pool is used for entertainment and 
relaxation, hence the provision of a blackbutt 
timber deck at one end. The deck is furnished 
with matching sunlounges and an umbrella, 
making it the perfect space for lazing about or 
enjoying a drink with friends. To enhance the 
ambience, an elegant, cascading water feature 
was integrated into the design of the pool.

For the coping and paved pool surrounds, 
Kiama Landscapes & Paving installed 
Bamstone bluestone. This is complemented 

by the rough-hewn stone used for the pool’s 
feature wall and contrasted by the pool’s tiled 
interior. At night, Spa Electrics LED pool 
lighting combines with the garden lighting to 
cast all materials in an enticing glow.

Austral solar heating is used to heat the pool 
for year-round comfort, while a Paramount 
PV3 in-fl oor cleaning system, together with 
a Viron CL400 fi lter, Viron P320 pump and 
Viron V35 salt chlorinator take the stress out 
of maintenance. A revolutionary ClearDeck 
in-ground blanket covers and protects the pool 
from dirt and debris.

Tough Glass Worx frameless pool fencing 
offers fl ow and fusion between the indoor and 
outdoor spaces, unifying the two zones in a 
seamless transition. From the living areas inside 
the home, you have an uninterrupted view of 
the pool, water feature and the plants that screen 
the boundary wall and soften the angularity 

of the overall poolscape.
Kiama Pools, established by Tim Sprague 

and Stephen Lloyd eight years ago, builds and 
installs about 20 pools throughout Melbourne, the 
Mornington Peninsula, Geelong and the Bellarine 
Peninsula every year. A valued member of 
SPASA and Landscaping Victoria, the company 
offers the complete package, from design through 
to the construction of pools and landscaping, to 
suit a range of people, projects and lifestyles. 
Kiama Landscapes & Paving is the landscaping 
arm of the business. BH

more info?
Pool construction by Kiama Pools 
Construction by Kiama Landscapes & Paving
03 9555 3565 (Melbourne)
03 5255 3800 (Geelong) 
kiamapools.com.au

From the living areas inside 
the home, you have an 

uninterrupted view of the 
pool, water feature and 

the plants that screen the 
boundary wall.
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Keeping it simple
Boasting a clean and uncluttered design, this new pool 

and garden cuts a clearly contemporary fi gure
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The pool is used for entertainment and 
relaxation, hence the provision of a blackbutt 

timber deck at one end. The deck is furnished 
with matching sunlounges and an umbrella.

To enhance the ambience, an elegant, 
cascading water feature was integrated 
into the design of the pool.

CLEAN AND CONTEMPORARY
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This new pool sits right up against 
a large perimeter hedge and still 
provides plenty of adjacent lawn space.
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PRACTICAL AND ELEGANT

The ultimate 
poolscape

Years of planning fi nally pay off 
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The design for this spectacular pool 
had been in the minds of the new 
owners for more than 12 years, and 
their dream has fi nally become a 

reality. Working closely with Pride Pools, the 
clients were able to have a pool created that 
would suit all their needs while remaining 
affordable and aesthetically pleasing. The 
people at Pride Pools were enthusiastic about 
taking on this particular project as they were 
involved with the pool’s original inception 
12 years ago.

Although it was a lengthy process, the 
clients were overjoyed to see their concept 
come to life. There was already a pool in the 
yard, but its positioning made it diffi cult to use 
the space for any purpose other than the pool 
itself. With the backyard having much to offer, 

The stepping blocks, together with the 
water feature, provide a unique edge to 
the pool, making it both eye-catching 
and tranquil.

The positioning of the new pool enables 
the family to utilise the yard space for 
entertaining as well as pool activities.
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PRACTICAL AND ELEGANT

BEST HOMES | 219

the positioning of the new pool had to be done 
with great precision, enabling the family to 
utilise the yard space for entertaining as well 
as pool activities.

The fi rst job that Pride Pools undertook 
was the removal of the previous pool. The 
company’s in-house landscaping expert was 
one of the leaders when it came to positioning 
the new pool and worked closely with the 
client. The new poolscape had to maximise the 
grass space and provide an ample living area 
for relaxing and entertaining, with the pool as 
the focal point.

In contrast to the previous pool, which was 
out from the boundary, this new instalment 
sits right up against a large perimeter hedge. 
It provides plenty of adjacent lawn space, as 
was required. Being located against the hedge 

does not detract from the pool’s exposure to 
the sun and it still maintains a comfortable 
temperature in the summer. This, accompanied 
by the in-built heating system, allows the level 
backyard to be more useful, without reducing 
the usability of the pool.

Incorporating both a pool and spa area, 
along with a beautiful water feature, Pride 
Pools has created something that is not 
only practical, but also stunningly elegant. 
The frameless glass fencing allows the 
entertainment area to fl ow into the pool area 
seemingly uninterrupted. The stepping blocks, 
together with the water feature, provide 
a unique edge to the pool, making it both 
eye-catching and tranquil.

Both Pride Pools and the owners are thrilled 
with the outcome of this long-awaited project 

and the endless possibilities it provides 
for outdoor living. The company aims to 
design and build consistently to a very high 
standard. Never put off by diffi cult locations 
or challenging sites, Pride Pools always rises 
to the occasion and exceeds even the most 
ambitious client expectations.

Pride Pools creates about 60 to 70 pools 
each year, including in-ground spas and splash 
pools as well as the most demanding large 
constructions and projects on complex sites or 
diffi cult-to-access blocks. BH

more info?
Pride Pools
02 9436 2711
pridepools.com.au
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Sophisticated 
relaxation

An impeccably designed space of tranquillity
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This relaxed family oasis is a classy 
and cool outdoor retreat that also 

boasts an outdoor shower.

FAMILY OASIS
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FAMILY OASIS

The water feature enables the design 
to strike the perfect balance between 
sophistication and relaxation.

The contemporary design uses 
natural and timeless materials, 
including stone and hardwoods.

This tranquil poolscape boasts 
an earthy sophistication.
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FAMILY OASIS

The water feature enables the design 
to strike the perfect balance between 
sophistication and relaxation.

The contemporary design uses 
natural and timeless materials, 
including stone and hardwoods.

This tranquil poolscape boasts 
an earthy sophistication.
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A tasteful combination of colours 
and materials gives an aesthetically 
superior fi nish to this fl awless 
creation. Urban Escape is 

responsible for the design, construction and 
landscape of the contemporary, relaxed family 
oasis. The fi nished project is a classy and 
cool outdoor retreat that embodies the design 
philosophy behind Urban Escape’s name.

The clients, a couple who work long 
hours, requested an outdoor area where they 
could relax and unwind with their children. 
A contemporary design using natural and 
timeless materials, including stone and 
hardwoods, gives this tranquil poolscape an 
earthy sophistication. The rectangular pool 
is 9m x 4m and makes great use of what was 
once wasted space.

The lush garden is abundant with sturdy 
foliage, blending seamlessly with its poolside 
location. The plants are largely tropical to 
give the elegant poolscape a relaxing vibe. 
Among the beautiful elements of this carefully 
considered project, the water feature enables 
the design to strike the perfect balance 
between sophistication and relaxation.

Practicality was also a priority in the design, 
with a fully automated operating system and the 
inclusion of an outdoor shower.

The featured pool is environmentally friendly 
with solar heating, rainwater tanks, three-speed 
pumps and pool covers for reduced energy usage 
on cleaning and heating.

Embodying its philosophy that a design is 
only as good as the demands it meets, Urban 
Escape has created a luxurious but relaxing 
family sanctuary. The company began as a 
structural landscape business more than 19 years 
ago but owner Nick McCarthy was soon inspired 
to become a licensed pool builder. Considering 
this extensive history, Urban Escape provides 
a holistic approach to outdoor design with both 
pool construction and landscaping expertise. BH

Pool design, build and landscaping: 
Urban Escape
Heating: Solar
Cleaning: Jet Vac
Filtration: Astral Pool glass medium
Coping and paving: Travertine
Tiles: Glass mosaics
Lighting: LED colour-changing lights
Decking: Spotted gum
Fence: Glass

more info?
Urban Escape
02 9417 8004
0416 180 530
urbanescape.com.au
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The rectangular pool is 9m x 
4m and makes great use of 
what was once wasted space.
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The rectangular pool is 9m x 
4m and makes great use of 
what was once wasted space.
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BLAST FROM THE PAST

Specialising in both the construction 
of new concrete pools and the 
stunning renovations of older pools, 
Terry Elliott of Terry Elliott Pools 

was pleasantly surprised to be welcomed back 
to transform one of his creations from 24 years 
ago. The transformation was to include making 
the pool a little more contemporary yet classic 
enough to look great for many more decades.

The renovation project started with 
stripping the pool interior back to the concrete 

foundation, before fully tiling it in new, bright, 
glass mosaic tiles. New paving and coping 
surround the pool, creating a softer look than 
what had previously been laid more than two 
decades earlier.

Solar Magic solar heating was a new 
addition to the pool, ensuring it could now be 
used throughout the year. Pool lighting was 
also installed, adding a new ambience to the 
backyard in the evening and creating a lovely 
water feature for the home.

Terry Elliott Pools was established more 
than 30 years ago and works predominantly in 
Sydney’s eastern suburbs and the north shore. 
The company recently won the Hills Pool of the 
Year award (over $50,000). BH

more info?
Pool built and renovated by Terry Elliott Pools
02 9652 2551
terryelliottpools.com.au

A renovation 
transformation

Keeping the clients happy the second time around

New paving and coping surround 
the pool, creating a soft look.

The renovated pool is fully tiled in 
new, bright, glass mosaic tiles. 
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P 1300 SWIM POOL
 (1300 794 676)
E enquire@terryelliottpools.com.au

www.terryelliottpools.com.au
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Eye-catching design
The perfect balance of function and beauty

PURE PLEASURE

Surrounded by lush green lawn, the 
9m x 4m rectangular layout of the pool 
is the central feature of the backyard.
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PURE PLEASURE

The dark rich timber decking surrounding 
the pool contrasts beautifully with the 
Aristone “brilliant blue” pool interior. 
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In collaboration with A Total Concept, 
Jade Swimming Pools has created a 
stunning yet functional masterpiece. When 
selecting their pool, the homeowners 

wanted a design that would complement their 
new home while ensuring the backyard was 
utilised effectively.

An award-winning company, Jade Swimming 
Pools has won numerous accolades including the 
SPASA 2014 Gold Medal for innovation. This 
particular pool is a testament to the company’s 
amazing ability to create pools that are both 
original and eye-catching.

Surrounded by lush green lawn, the 9m x 
4m rectangular layout of the pool is the central 
feature of the backyard. The designers at 
A Total Concept took advantage of the backyard 
slope by cleverly incorporating the travertine 
coping with integrated steps.

The striking glass window in the front of the 
pool, partnered with the clear-glass fencing, not 
only creates a continuous slope, but also allows 
a seamless fl ow-through effect from the interior 
to outdoor areas.

The dark rich timber decking surrounding 
the pool is perfect for use during the warmer 
months and contrasts beautifully with the Aristone 
“brilliant blue” pool interior. The rock wall 
cladding with off-centre waterfall is a standout 
feature, creating stunning visual impact that ties in 
beautifully with the colour palette of the timber and 
coping to ensure a classic aesthetic all year round.

Jade Swimming Pools included smart green 
features such as solar heating with fl at matt 
returns, as well as Waterco’s MultiCyclone 
pre-fi lter device. A Dolphin Swash automatic 
pool cleaner, coupled with LED lights for 
evening use, ensures the owners have minimal 
maintenance and can spend most of their time 
enjoying their new backyard haven.
POOL DESIGNED BY:POOL DESIGNED BY: A Total ConceptA Total Concept

Pool built by: Jade Swimming Pools
Construction: Concrete and reinforced steel
Heating: Sunlover solar heating with fl at 
matt returns
Cleaning: Dolphin Swash robotic cleaner
Filtration: Davey twin 1000 cartridge fi lters and 
a Davey SLL200 Silensor pump
Coping: Travertine
Lighting: Aqua-Star EVO2 white LED lights 
with stainless-steel trims
Sanitisation: Aquajoy saltwater chlorinator
Pool interior: Aristone “brilliant blue”
Special features: Glass window by oZsea in 
front wall of pool. BH

more info?
Jade Swimming Pools
02 9686 6000
jadepools.com.au
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Thanks to the construction expertise, 
horticultural knowledge and 
eco-savvy of Graham Taylor of 
Distinctive Landscapes, one very 

happy family is able to enjoy the benefi ts of 
a country-style market garden — replete with 
bee hive, chooks and seedling hot house — in 
the heart of Sydney’s northern beaches.

“The garden has the potential to provide all 
the organic produce the family desires while 
still being a usable space to relax in. The 
owners often enjoy a morning cup of tea out 
in the garden, listening to the buzzing of the 
native bees from the hive and the clucking of 
happy chickens,” explains Graham.

From the outset, the aim was to create a 
new organic growing garden — and lifestyle 
environment — that would feel like it had been 
there for a 100 years. “Using quality, recycled 
materials, the backyard was transformed into 
an edible garden oasis, one with lashings of 
old-world charm which can be seen in the 
recycled wharf decking, recycled railway 
sleepers, reclaimed French doors and the 
repurposed bathtub that is now a worm farm,” 
says Graham.

The backyard doesn’t just provide for 
edible garden beds, it incorporates a bevy 
of functional features including areas for 
producing compost and fertiliser and a 
seedling hot house so the owner can be part 
of the entire process, from sowing the seeds 
to picking the organic produce — and what 
a range of produce. There are apples, pears, 

TOP The country-style market garden, in the heart 
of Sydney’s northern beaches, has the potential to 
provide all the organic produce the family desires 
while still being a usable space to relax in.

ABOVE The garden beds also include recycled 
timber paling screens for the climbing plants and 
decorative metal screening as a design feature.

Edible oasis
Replete with rustic charm, recycled materials and 

organic produce, this garden is truly inspiring
PHOTOGRAPHY Peter Brennan
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ABOVE The shed, built using only recycled materials, 
was split into three separate spaces: one for 
equipment, one for storage and the other for 
growing orchids.

BELOW The shed frame is recycled oregon timber, 
the cladding recycled wharf decking and the roof 
recycled corrugated sheeting. Recycled French 
windows and doors also feature.

citrus, mulberries, plums and mangoes as well 
as herbs and vegetables.

The shed was built using only recycled 
materials and was split into three separate 
spaces: one for equipment, one for storage 
and the other, at the front, for growing 
orchids. The shed frame is recycled oregon 
timber, the cladding recycled wharf decking 
and the roof recycled corrugated sheeting. 
Recycled French windows and doors 
also feature.

Recycled bricks were used for paving, 
retaining walls and garden beds. The garden 
beds also include recycled timber paling screens 
for the climbing plants and decorative metal 
screening as a design feature. 

The garden provides the owners with exactly 
what they wanted — a modern take on a rustic, 
country vegie garden and a backyard that 
shows the beauty of recycled materials. BH

more info?
Landscape construction by 
Distinctive Landscapes Pty Ltd 
0404 876 122 (Graham Taylor) 
Landscape design by Black Beetle 
blackbeetle.com.au 
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RECYCLED BEAUTY
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Dream to reality
Everything you need to build your dream 

garden, in the one convenient location
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BUILDING BLOCKS

What happens when enjoyment of 
the outdoors and a passion for 
business combine? The outcome 
is an outdoor products business 

that has become synonymous with the creation 
of dream outdoor spaces.

Back in 1988, Matt Curtain co-founded 
Melbourne Brick on the foundations of the 
City Brickyard (circa 1899) in the Melbourne 
suburb of Glen Iris. Melbourne Brick is now 
a leading retailer of bricks, pavers, retaining 
walls and other landscaping products that are 
used by homeowners and tradespeople alike 
to create beautiful back and front gardens in 
homes across Melbourne.

The experienced team at Melbourne Brick 
can offer expert advice on a wide range of 
products, from natural and cast paving 
stones to retaining walls. They can also tell 
you everything you need to know about 
the comprehensive selection of bricks 
which includes ranges from all the 
major manufacturers.

From three retail locations across Melbourne 
— in Hallam, Glen Iris and Bayswater — 
Melbourne Brick provides for a broad range of 
tastes and needs, from small inner-Melbourne 
renovation projects to expansive garden 
compounds in the outer suburbs. The projects 
shown here, which include a beautiful pool and 
entertaining area and a paved outdoor living space 
overlooking a golf course, display the diversity of 
Melbourne Brick’s product range.

The choice of product naturally centres 
on the individual taste and requirements of 
the customer but as Matt and the team at 
Melbourne Brick like to point out, the customer 
also wants to be sure the product will provide 
lasting enjoyment for many years to come. 
With this in mind, each retail team member 
ensures both consumer and trade clients get the 
best products available in their price category, 
which includes high-quality glues, sealants and 
cleaners to ensure pavers and other products 
continue to look good.

There is never a compromise on quality, 
nor on service, which is why Melbourne 
Brick has become — and will remain — the 
leading supplier for consumers and trades 
in the Melbourne market. Tens of thousands 
of happy homeowners and tradespeople 
are testament to this fact and this is backed 
by research that shows customers are very 
willing to recommend Melbourne Brick to 
their family and friends.

If you want to turn your outdoor dreams into 
a dream outdoors, you know where to go. BH

more info?
Melbourne Brick 
1300 722 102 
melbournebrick.com.au
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This recently renovated Victorian-
period home in Malvern belongs to 
the owners of a large commercial 
and residential landscape business, 

Julian McCarthy Landscapes, with Julian 
being a very experienced landscape contractor. 
When it came time to consider their own 
outdoor space, they stipulated that their pool 
design was to complement their home and 
garden and capture the essence of period style.

The homeowners have worked extensively 
with leading Australian landscape designer Paul 
Bangay, so Paul lent his expertise to design their 
pool and outdoor surrounds. Created on a fl at 
site of 750m², the pool is a perfect example of 
complementarity and the effective use of space, 
which Dominic Schuiling of Momentum Pools 
believes is essential for good design.

Dominic built the property’s stunning 8m x 
3.3m pool, which incorporates a fully glass-
tiled interior, external step entry and trio of 
classic-looking urn water features which line 
the side of the pool.

Naturally, the landscaping was carried out 

by Julian McCarthy Landscapes, and the 
planting selection in the garden is layered 
and lush. The pool is similarly layered, with 
pedestal external corners and plinths for the 
urn water features as well as the external step 
entry, which adds to the depth and intricacy of 
the design.

The pool, home and garden are all similarly 
themed, with the deep-green layered planting 
infl uencing the glass-infused green pool tiles 
and water colour. The texture and colours of 
the pavers are all heavy in earth tones and at 
one with the feature garden and pool.

Now, the pool, garden and house are all 
united in classic style, as one can expect when 
top names in landscaping and design join 
forces. BH

more info?
Momentum Pools
1300 362 088
momentumpools.com

Period-style 
perfection

The rejuvenated home, pool and garden of 
a successful landscape contractor now work 

together in perfect harmony
PHOTOGRAPHY Patrick Redmond
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ABOVE Australian landscape designer Paul Bangay 
designed the pool and outdoor surrounds on a flat 
site of 750m2.

BELOW The pool is layered, with pedestal external 
corners and plinths for the urn water features.A trio of classic-looking urn water 

features lines the side of the pool.
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IN UNISON
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The hottest trend for outdoor spaces 
is incorporating a modern structure 
such as a pergola or pavilion, teamed 
with impressive combinations of 

plants, to really transform a space and add both 
interest and function. 

The key to creating a standout space is 
employing an experienced landscaper and 
horticulturalist who is not afraid to think 
outside the box. With more than 12 years’ 
experience, Ross Goodman from Ross 
Goodman Design has worked with some 
of the best in the industry and is a member 

of the Housing Industry Association and 
Australian Institute of Landscape Designers 
and Managers. Making use of the latest 
3D computer-aided drawing software, 
the company presents plans as a model in 
animation to allow clients to really visualise 
the space well before it is designed.

Ross Goodman Design’s latest project, 
Lisa’s Garden, features a striking pergola 
that was designed as an informal and private 
resting place. In keeping with its Japanese 
infl uences, the structure was painted in Dulux 
Symphony Red to create an exciting mood. 

The informal screen of timber placed at 
varying heights produces an interesting feature 
and allows light to pour in, while the merbau 
timber decking represents a Zen garden’s 
peace and tranquillity. Constructed of merbau 
timber decking material and stainless steel, the 
seat at the rear of the planter box invites you 
to become part of the garden and its place of 
rest. Screwed into the frame is a small shelf 
to accommodate candles or act as a tray for 
a teapot and cups.

Painted in Dulux Prehistoric, the dark grey 
walls and contrasting green foliage make 

Turning Japanese
It’s worth employing a professional when it comes 

to the design of your outdoor room
PHOTOGRAPHY Patrick Redmond
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the space seem larger. Ficus microcarpa 
hillii ‘Flash’ was chosen for its fastigiate 
shape against the wall and is planted next to 
Viburnum odoratissimum (Sweet Viburnum) 
which has attractive white fragrant fl owers. 
With its soft burgundy foliage, Acer 
palmatmum ‘Dissectum Atropurpureum’ was 
added as a feature tree. 

The bamboo plants including 
Himalayacalamus porcatus (Nepalese Blue) 
have a striking shape and form with a beautiful 
upright stem structure that creates a privacy 
screen at the rear of the pergola. The planter 

box alongside contains Drepanostachyum 
falcatum (Himalayan Weeping) in a bed of 
cream pebbles. To prevent the bamboo from 
drying out, the planter boxes feature a pond 
liner fi lled with water. 

With a brown underside and fragrant white 
fl owers, the maples bring amazing contrasting 
foliage and spring colour to the design. The 
acubas add variegated foliage with their shape 
and vigour up against the dark green glossy 
leaves of Gardenia jasminoides ‘Florida’ which 
were fl owering with a heavenly perfume at 
the time it was designed. Magnolias with an 

interesting brown undertone on their leaves 
line the sides of the garden.

Adding to the tranquil feeling of this 
impressive garden, visitors to the space can 
enjoy the soft noises of the wind rustling 
through the bamboo leaves. BH

more info?
Ross Goodman Design
0477 975 648
rossgoodmandesign.com
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TRANQUIL SETTING

OPPOSITE PAGE Lisa’s Garden 
features a striking pergola that was 
designed as an informal and private 
resting place.
LEFT Merbau timber decking 
represents a Zen garden’s peace 
and tranquillity.

ABOVE In keeping with its Japanese 
influences, the structure was painted 
in Dulux Symphony Red which 
creates an exciting mood.
BELOW Painted in Dulux Prehistoric, 
the dark grey walls and contrasting 
green foliage make the space 
seem larger.
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HOT SPOT
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T ake the heat out of the kitchen and 
light up your outdoor entertaining 
area by grilling, cooking or roasting 
with ILVE’s ILBBQF stylish 

Professional Outdoor Barbecue. 
ILVE has applied its same kitchen design 

aesthetic and sophistication to the outdoor 
range, constructed with a single piece of 

AISI 316 stainless steel, which is resistant to 
humidity, salt spray and weathering.

No party is too large with ILVE’S 
Professional Outdoor Barbecue; two generous-
sized steel grills allow home chefs to cook up 
a storm for the masses.

The barbecue incorporates ILVE’s stainless-
steel teppanyaki hotplate and four in-line gas 

burners, with a total power output of 14kW, 
providing suffi cient energy for fast cooking.

For utmost convenience, the barbecue can 
be used far from electrical connections as a 
long-lasting battery allows operators to use the 
electronic ignition of the burners.

ILVE’s Professional Barbecue also has an 
optional dome lid available.

Outdoor sizzle
Fire up your outdoor entertaining area 

with these two stylish barbecues

242 | BEST HOMES

Two generous-sized steel grills on the ILBBQF 
Professional Outdoor Barbecue allow home 
chefs to cook up a storm for the masses.

LEFT The ILBBQF Professional Outdoor Barbecue 
incorporates ILVE’s stainless-steel teppanyaki hotplate.
ABOVE The ILBBQF barbecue supplied with flat lid 
(dome hood also available).
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If you wish to experience life “alfresco”, head 
outside with the ILVE MYQ wall-mounted 
barbecue. No matter what type of home you 
have, whether an apartment or a family abode, 
the MYQ fi ts where you need it.

With its three gas burners and rotary 
igniters, multiple ergonomic cooking plate 

confi gurations and front control knobs, you 
can cook with ease.

MYQ’s innovative design also allows users to 
self-install at a personalised height, and incorporates 
a function for easy unscrewing and reinstalling. This 
makes it ideal for effortlessly updating your outdoor 
area into an entertaining hot spot. BH

more info?
ILVE
Showrooms across Australia
1300 694 583
ilve.com.au

No matter what type of home you 
have, whether an apartment or 
a family abode, the MYQ can be 
adopted to any situation or location 
in the home.

The ILVE MYQ wall-mounted 
barbecue fits where you need it.

THE ILVE MYQ WALL-MOUNTED BARBECUE

BTH004_242-243 Ilve Eurolinx.indd   243BTH004_242-243 Ilve Eurolinx.indd   243 1/25/2016   9:50:29 AM1/25/2016   9:50:29 AM



244 | BEST HOMES

WATER, WATER EVERYWHERE 

A water feature can be used to 
provide a focal point in a garden 
or subtly enhance the overall 
ambience. If you’re considering 

introducing a water feature into your garden, 
it’s important that you select one that will 
work with the existing landscape.

To ensure any water feature is properly 
integrated into your garden, you need to get 
the proportions correct. If it’s too big for the 
space it will be overpowering; too small and 
it will be underwhelming. Getting the sight 
lines right is also vital. There really is a lot 
to consider, which is why you need a water 
feature specialist.

Water Features Direct has been supplying 
water features Australia-wide for more than 
10 years. The range is extensive and includes 
water walls, tower water features as well as 
architectural bowl and pot fountains.

While integration within the overall 
composition of the garden is the goal, a water 
feature should be the hero of a garden space, 
drawing the eye. This is why placement 
is so important, as is the careful selection 
of materials and fi nishes. Water Features 
Direct’s products are available in a huge 
range of different materials — natural stone, 
reconstituted stone, resin, GRC, copper and 
terrazzo — in a diverse array of designs 
and colours.

Many are handcrafted, making it possible 
to customise a water feature to suit your 
specifi c needs. You can also coordinate your 
new water wall or fountain with one of 
Water Features Direct’s stylish pots or 
pieces of garden art.

The project shown here features a wide 
selection of Water Features Direct’s products, 
from the pool’s sheer-descent water feature 

Go with the flow
Big or small, subtle or dramatic … the right water 

feature makes a powerful design statement
PHOTOGRAPHY Patrick Redmond

The copper Magnolia 
water wall is an eye-

catching centrepiece.
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to the copper Magnolia water wall. Copper 
Grape Vine sculptures (which can be made to 
any size) grace one wall while Gentong pots 
and planters (hand-made from reconstituted 
stone) complete the picture.

Not only does Water Features Direct offer 
design expertise and a stunning array of 
water features and garden decor, the company 
supplies everything needed to install a water 
feature, whether you’re a DIY enthusiast or 
a landscaper. Staff can also provide advice on 
fi ltration systems, cleaning products and water 
plants. BH

more info?
Water Features Direct 
03 9486 8323 
waterfeaturesdirect.com.au 
Designer Water Features 
designerwaterfeatures.com.au 

Copper Grape Vine sculptures 
(which can be made to any 

size) grace one wall.

Gentong pots (below) and 
planters are hand-made 
from reconstituted stone.

The project features 
a wide selection of Water 

Features Direct’s products, 
such as the pool’s sheer-

descent water feature.
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VISUAL APPEAL

Secret garden
This captivating private courtyard doubles as an entry 

garden and a relaxed outdoor living space
PHOTOGRAPHY Patrick Redmond

D esigned by Brenton Stokes of 
Intrinsic Landscapes, this unique 
entry courtyard is sleek, modern and 
stylish. “The homeowners wanted to 

beautify the facade of the house and landscape 
the courtyard,” explains Brenton. “And they 
wanted a visually appealing courtyard entrance 
to the home which could double as a functional 
outdoor entertaining area for their teenage 
children to use when their friends visit.”

What Brenton and the Intrinsic Landscapes’ 
construction team have created is a garden full 

of contrasts, most notably the solid black-and-
white patterns of the tiles versus the natural 
curves and colours of the vertical garden. 
Imported Moroccan tiles were used to create 
a beautiful graphic pattern. In the middle 
there is a solid Noir square bordered by plain 
Kohl tiles. Around the outside, zig zag tiles 
complete the arresting pattern.

“The vertical garden consists of plants such 
as hellebores, black mondo, dwarf agapanthus 
and heucheras, chosen to thrive in the on-site 
conditions. There is variety in foliage colour 

BELOW Imported Moroccan tiles were used 
to create a beautiful graphic pattern. In the 
middle there is a solid Noir square bordered 
by plain Kohl tiles. Around the outside, zig zag 
tiles complete the arresting pattern.
RIGHT The vertical garden consists of plants 
such as hellebores, black mondo, dwarf 
agapanthus and heucheras.

and type, and fl owers in different seasons, 
ensuring colour year round. They were also 
planted to mimic the pattern of the privacy 
screens,” says Brenton.
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The previously established street-facing 
wall was painted and a black powdercoated 
steel gate and matching privacy screens 
installed on all sides. “The ornate lines of 
the screens create a juxtaposition to the wall 
when observed from the street, but mimic and 
complement the plants of the vertical garden 
when seen from inside,” says Brenton.

“All the garden features were custom- or 
hand-made: the colourful vertical garden, 
the enormous frameless mirror which covers 

ABOVE The tiled bench seat was custom made.
LEFT The black powdercoated gate unveils 
a secret garden in an inner-city jungle.

one wall and makes the space seem twice as 
large, the handmade pressed Moroccan tiles, 
the tiled bench seat, the powdercoated steel 
privacy screen and gate, and the matching 
powdercoated steel gas meter screen,” 
adds Brenton.

The result is what Brenton calls “a secret 
garden in an inner-city jungle”. BH

more info?
Intrinsic Landscapes Pty Ltd
0400 573 880 
intrinsiclandscapes.com.au 
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FUNCTIONAL FEATURE

Pure outdoor 
pleasure

There are hours of enjoyment to be 
had by all family members in this 

sophisticated lap pool and spa, which 
complements the renovated home
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“A pool should be not only functional, 
but also a feature of the property, 
something that complements the home 
and makes best use of the available 

space,” says Zeb Rodrigues of Artesian Pools. 
Case in point, this geometric lap pool and spa 
in Sydney’s south, which is a perfect example 
of the company’s philosophy.

The homeowners are a family with children 
and use the pool for both exercise and leisure. 
“The owners designed the 15m x 3m lap pool 
and 2m x 2m spa with Archizen Architects to 
utilise the available space and complement 
their house renovation,” says Zeb.

Keeping the colour scheme natural has 
allowed for all the project’s different elements 
— timber, glass, blockwork, stainless steel and 
render — to work together in harmony. And 

LEFT The project’s diff erent elements — timber, 
glass, blockwork, stainless steel and render — work 
together in harmony.
ABOVE Blue Spanish glass tiles line the pool’s interior.
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FUNCTIONAL FEATURE

there’s no denying the breathtaking beauty of 
the sleek travertine stone plus the blue Spanish 
glass tiles that line the pool’s interior.

At the end of the pool is a cascading water 
feature that comes alive with LED lighting 
at night, while during the day, the calming 
sound of water adds to the backyard’s 
relaxating qualities.

To ensure as much time as possible is 
spent in the pool rather than worrying about 
maintenance, the homeowners selected optional 
extras such as a Zodiac automatic control 
system that can be controlled remotely from 
an iPad or iPhone; a Polaris 3900 Sport pool 
cleaner; Remco fully automatic below-ground 
Swimroll pool cover and Waterco self leveller.

Whether it’s used for exercise or fun, this is 
a simple yet sleek and stunning pool and spa 
combination that ticks all the boxes for every 
family member. BH

more info?
Artesian Pools Pty Ltd
02 9534 4736
artesianpools.com.au

At the end of the pool is a cascading water feature 
that comes alive with LED lighting at night.

The pool and spa are used for 
both exercise and leisure.

The owners designed the 15m x 3m lap pool and 
2m x 2m spa to utilise the available space.

The pool is covered with a Remco fully 
automatic below-ground Swimroll pool cover.
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Building & Designing Exceptional Concrete Swimming Pools & Spas for 20 Years
Artesian Pools is a local Sydney Company specialising in the design and construction of concrete swimming pools. We offer the most sophisticated 
range of fi nishes, detailed workmanship and quality equipment. When you deal with Artesian Pools you deal directly with the builder, from the 
quotation through to the construction. Our standards are the highest, we are totally committed to your new pool or renovation.

Showroom: 3/55-59 Norman St Peakhurst NSW 2210
Phone: 02 9534 4736  |  Mobile: 0418 465 222

info@artesianpools.com.au  |  www.artesianpools.com.au
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Built at the rear of a townhouse in 
south Sydney, this project covers 
many components of landscaping in 
a small space, according to Samuel 

Ward of Metropolitan Landscapes, who was 
responsible for its design and construction.

The brief given to Samuel from the owners 
was to provide shelter and maximise space 
while creating privacy. They had put up with an 
uneven, old and worn-out deck and paved area 
with no privacy, and now wished to entertain 
adults alfresco and have suffi cient space for 
their children to play outside.

“I wanted to maximise the space, create a 
modern feel for entertaining and provide plenty 
of foliage and privacy,” says Samuel of his 
design vision. The outdoor room he created 
for his clients is both modern and rustic, 
incorporating a pergola, decking, paving, lawn 
and gardens. “The project now offers shelter for 
both entertaining and for pets,” he says.

The sheltered paved area features spotted gum 
seating and storage and there’s also a sheltered 

deck, with open space between the paved area 
and lawn.

The pergola features 140mm merbau 
posts and a Gyprock ceiling plus dimmable 
downlights, while the deck is constructed 
from 90mm spotted gum boards. The deck and 
French-pattern granite paved area is divided by 
a 316 stainless-steel channel drain and also has 
a vertical garden to provide more foliage and 
space and to break up the boundary-line plants.

Landscape lighting was installed in all 
gardens and above the tranquil spherical water 
feature, with a mini orb backdrop framed by 
fence panels. Double-bricked planter boxes 
around the sheltered paved area were rendered 
and painted a striking shade of blue. Meanwhile, 
the lawn planter boxes were constructed from 
railway sleepers.

A small new lawn area was laid for the family 
dog and the washing line is now positioned here. 
The lawn gives a green, soft underfoot feel for 
pets and kids.

Bamboo Slender Weaver and alpinia were 

planted for privacy along the fence and the 
existing golden cane palm was kept in the 
corner to connect with the bamboo. Smaller 
rhaphiolepis and pig face were selected for the 
planter boxes to provide low-level foliage and 
rhapis palms divide the neighbouring fence 
with the direct neighbours. Tibouchina at the 
washing line ties in with the larger tibouchina on 
the common grounds. The irrigation system for 
the space is set up at two stations, with pop-up 
sprinklers for the lawns and misting sprinklers 
for the gardens.

Metropolitan Landscapes has created a 
very open feel and made excellent use of the 
existing space in a small townhouse backyard, 
transforming it into a place where both kids and 
adults want to be, whenever they can. BH

more info?
Metropolitan Landscapes
0466 564 807
metrolandscapes.com.au

SPACE SAVER
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Modern rustic

Bamboo Slender Weaver and alpinia were 
planted for privacy along the fence. A small 
new lawn area was laid and gives a green, soft 
underfoot feel for pets and kids.

An outdoor project at the rear of a townhouse demonstrates what 
can be created with a small space and a dash of imagination 

PHOTOGRAPHY Peter Brennan
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The pergola features 140mm merbau posts, while the 
deck is constructed from 90mm spotted gum boards. 
A vertical garden provides more foliage and space 
and breaks up the boundary-line plants.

The tranquil spherical water feature, with a mini 
orb backdrop framed by fence panels. 

BTH004_254-255 Metropolitan Landscape.indd   255BTH004_254-255 Metropolitan Landscape.indd   255 1/22/2016   3:33:29 PM1/22/2016   3:33:29 PM



The brief given to Tassie Pools and Spas 
was to design a stunning indoor 
swimming pool that would be easy to 
maintain, low on running costs and 

a joy to use all year round. But that wasn’t all. 
The owners of the home, which was designed 
by Genette Stagoll of i4 Design, also wanted 
a breathtaking waterfall to draw the eye.

As the structural walls of the house were 
to form a large part of the pool, the shell was 
completed by the homebuilder, after which 
Tassie Pools took over. Tassie Pools installed 
a maintenance-free, smooth-to-the-touch 
fi breglass lining and then applied mosaic tiles 
to create an eye-catching waterline.

The 20m-long pool was designed to wrap 

around the dining room so it could be seen, 
and enjoyed, from all living areas. To provide 
protection when lounging by the pool or 
taking a swim, part of the pool is covered by 
a Vergola opening roof.

As the waterfall is under cover and close to 
the kitchen and dining area, Tassie Pools chose 
a water treatment system that uses minimal 
chemicals. Isaac ozone generators controlled 
by a Chemigem monitor and feeder ensure 
the water is as close to drinking quality as 
possible. As an added benefi t, the backwash 
water is sent to a holding tank and used for 
garden irrigation.

The water feature area plays a role in air 
control as the plant room is located behind it. 
The plant room acts as a duct, pulling warm, 
moist air out of the pool room through the 
heat pump, then expels it outside. An energy-
effi cient Sunbather solar heating system was 
installed, as was a pool cover, to minimise 
heating costs and reduce the need for 
full dehumidifying. 

Tassie Pools and Spas entered this striking 
pool in the Best Fibreglass, Acrylic or Vinyl 
Lined Pool by a Country Member category 
in the SPASA Victoria 2014 Awards of 
Excellence and won the top honour — 
a gold award. BH

more info?
Pool design and construction by Tassie Pools 
and Spas
03 6334 1981 
tassiepools.com.au

Under cover
This award-winning swimming pool and 

water feature create the perfect retreat

Mosaic tiles create an 
eye-catching waterline in 
this stunning indoor pool.

The 20m-long pool was 
designed to wrap around 
the dining room so it could 
be seen, and enjoyed, 
from all living areas.
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YEAR-ROUND ENJOYMENT
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Tassie Pools and Spas was established in 1988 as a family owned and operated 

business and has been servicing Northern Tasmania for 25 years. We design, 

manufacture and install swimming pools and spas. Whether it’s a 25m lap pool 

or a 5m swim spa, the team at Tassie Pools and Spas can advise, design, install 

and continue to maintain your pool.

86 Gleadow Street, Launceston TAS 7248  Ph: 03 6334 1981  Fax: 03 6331 7789
53 Oldaker Street, Devonport TAS 7310  Ph: 03 6424 5822  Fax: 03 6423 1431

 Email: sales@tassiepools.com.au  I  www.tassiepools.com.au
PTY LTD

facebook.com/TassiePools

PTY LTD
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W e aren’t always fortunate 
enough to have opulent spaces, 
but generally we can plan our 
own small sanctuary to its best 

potential. This usually entails an outdoor 
deck and shade cover and privacy for dining 
and relaxing. The more natural the setting, 
the closer to nature we feel.

House of Bamboo has helped countless 
Australians achieve their own sanctuary. The 
company has been an Australian pioneer of 
eco-friendly and sustainable products since 
1975. A specialist in all types of bamboo 
products for both outdoor and indoor use, 
House of Bamboo now provides the latest 
generation in natural fencing, shading 

and decking materials.
Perhaps for your setting, a simple fence 

cladding is ideal. A natural cladding such 
as bamboo can hide unsightly fences and 
provide a sense of cohesion. Or a fence 
may need to be heightened on one side or 
in one segment to bring privacy to the area. 
A shed needed for storage, the carport or 
the clothesline can all be screened with 
bamboo screening.

The beauty of bamboo lies in its quality 
and natural look, which blends with varied 
contemporary outdoor architectural and 
landscaping styles, including gardens with 
tropical, Balinese, oriental, Mediterranean 
or Australian native themes. Bamboo is 
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Natural beauty
Fresh air, privacy and natural surrounds 

are the essence of an outdoor space

SCREEN PLAY
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extremely versatile and can be used in a 
number of different ways — for texture, 
privacy or barrier screens in pool, garden or 
deck areas, as well as for bringing elegant 
overhead shade to existing or new pergola, 
patio or outdoor room surrounds.

House of Bamboo has moved away from 
conventional approaches to shade, where 
once the main idea was simply to block 
out the sun. The basis of its approach is to 
utilise environmentally sound bamboo and 
reed-based natural materials in modern, 
architectural and landscape environments 
to create comfort in an aesthetically 
pleasing way. 

A soft, natural fi ltered light is achieved 
using either fi ne Natureed only millimetres 
wide, or bamboo rods of various sizes up to 
25mm thick. In many contexts, cool air may 
also pass between the reeds and poles.

Directed from overhead at night, the 
fi ltered light creates a magical ambience. 
Existing polycarbonate patio awnings 
or verandah roofi ng can be dramatically 
cooled when clad underneath with Natureed 

or House of Bamboo’s other screening 
materials. A natural texture is instantly 
apparent, as well as immediate coolness and 
freedom from soiled overhead polycarbonate.

Now House of Bamboo also provides the 
latest generation of bamboo decking, which 
is perfect for pool surrounds and outdoor 
rooms. These solid-mass boards, available as 
vertical bamboo, are pre-sealed FSC certifi ed, 
H3-treated in Australia to AS 1604 with end 
tag certifi cation. The decking is treated with 
natural decking oil and carries a 25-year 
treatment warranty against rot, fungal attack 
and termite.

Many different themes can be achieved 
with natural materials as a backdrop, 
allowing you to be creative in planning or 
upgrading your own comfortable sanctuary 
in a style that suits your lifestyle and 
complements your home’s design. BH

more info?
House of Bamboo
02 9666 5703
houseofbamboo.com.au
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NATURAL STONE

Unrivalled quality
Strong, durable and versatile, Australian 

bluestone meets all your landscaping needs

The garden’s Estia Design Orb fireplace
sits on a solid circular Bamstone bluestone base. 

The dry-stacked tumbled walling behind the 
fireplace acts as a magnificent heat bank. 
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NATURAL STONE

B amstone bluestone offers 
unsurpassed versatility and 
quality. This superior bluestone, 
which is quarried and 

manufactured in Australia, is used in high-
profi le projects across the country, including 
the stunning garden, dubbed Quietude, 
shown here. Designed by Cycas Landscape 
Design and Lisa Ellis Gardens, this garden 
won the coveted Best in Show Award at the 
2015 Melbourne International Flower & 
Garden Show.

Bamstone bluestone is 100 per cent 
Australian and is the purest bluestone in the 
world. It is consistent in colour, texture and 
appearance and will stand the test of time.

From its quarry and manufacturing base 
in Port Fairy, Victoria, Bamstone produces 
a broad array of bluestone products, 
including paving, steps and risers, cladding, 
pool coping, drop-down pool edges and 
drystone walls. Bamstone also manufactures 
bluestone cobblestones, honed interior 
fl oors, hearths, fi replaces and furniture that 
ranges from tabletops to benches. Decorative 
pieces, such as ponds, water features and 

rocks, are also part of the repertoire.
Bamstone’s beautiful dry-stacked tumbled 

bluestone walls were a highlight of the 
award-winning show garden, Quietude. 
These walls can be incorporated into 
any garden, are made in single or double 
thickness and can be capped with a random-
style tumbled cobblestone (as was the case 
in Quietude) or with solid capping.

Bamstone also handcrafted a milled 
bluestone tabletop for the garden as well 
as a spectacular “water trough”, which was 
designed by Mark Browning and made 
by Bamstone using one solid piece of 
bluestone. This stunning whisper-quiet 
water feature had a rippled exterior 

surface and a honed wet edge.
The garden’s Estia Design Orb fi replace 

sat on a solid circular Bamstone bluestone 
base with the dry-stacked tumbled walling 
behind the fi replace acting as a magnifi cent 
heat bank. Add to this the unique saw-
cut bluestone boulders that were used as 
decorative elements and you can see that 
Bamstone can create bespoke landscape 
features as well as customised walling and 
paving solutions.

Bamstone bluestone has been an integral 
component of several award-winning 
gardens, including the gardens that won 
both Best in Show and a Gold Medal at the 
Melbourne International Flower & Garden 

Show in 2014 and 2015, and a Silver 
Gilt Medal at London’s Chelsea Flower 
Show. Bamstone itself won a Best Export 
award from the Australian Stone Advisory 
Association in 2014.

Bamstone’s dedicated team of specialty 
stonemasons and craftsmen produce a 
wide array of products to meet your every 
landscaping and building need, whether it’s 
a residential or commercial project. BH

more info?
Bamstone
03 5568 2655 
bamstone.com.au

Quietude won the coveted Best 
in Show Award at the Melbourne 
International Flower & Garden Show.

Bamstone’s beautiful dry-stacked 
tumbled bluestone walls capped with 
a random-style tumbled cobblestone..
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GARDEN DÉCOR

R enowned for their charm and 
whimsy, Think Outside’s 
remarkable sculptures, décor 
and furniture can transform any 

home or garden — and bring a smile to any 
face. All products are custom designed by 
Aaron Jackson and every piece is exquisitely 
handcrafted by skilled craftsmen using reused 
and recrafted materials, meaning no two 
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Uniquely yours
Outdoor sculpture, décor and furniture that 

show the value of thinking outside the box
PHOTOGRAPHY Diane Norris

From the ee-i-ee-i-o range, 
this lounger makes a bold and 
colourful statement, created 
from recycled 44-gallon drums.

In the Dog House is quirky, 
beautiful and fully insulated to 

pamper any pooch.
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will ever be exactly the same.
From concept to creation, what sets Think 

Outside ahead of the crowd is its originality. 
Its signature collection, ee-i-ee-i-o, makes 
a bold and colourful statement, with all items 
created from recycled 44-gallon drums. 
ee-i-ee-i-o strives to radiate joy by embracing 
quirkiness and colour.

The collection features furniture, sculptures 

(bulls, pelicans, horses and mice, to name just 
a few) and functional items such as planters 
(including the popular Circle of Life wall 
planter) and drink coolers (in the guise of 
boats, trucks, caravans and more). The most 
recent addition to the ee-i-ee-i-o collection is 
the In the Dog House. It is quirky, beautiful 
and fully insulated to pamper any pooch.

Other collections explore different themes 

and styles. My Piece of Africa pays homage 
to the culture of Africa. This collection 
has earthy roots and is raw and organic in 
composition. Pieces range from contemporary 
wall art and graceful wildlife sculptures to 
refi ned cast-iron bowls and fi repits. Then 
there is Faith, a new collection. This is 
dramatic, theatrical and designed to add an 
elegant touch to any setting.

BEST HOMES | 265

The newly launched 
Sea Breeze dining set. 
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Think Outside’s range of outdoor garden 
furniture is guaranteed to be the pick of the 
season. This year, all eyes will be on the 
newly launched Sea Breeze dining set. With 
its beautiful timber top made from Forest 
Stewardship Council-approved, sustainably 
produced hardwood, it is the perfect setting 
for alfresco dining.

Whether it’s furniture or décor, Think 
Outside seamlessly combines functionality 
and art to create products that can instantly 

transform both indoor and outdoor living 
spaces. Committed to continually pushing 
the boundaries of art through innovation, the 
company is equally steadfast in its pursuit of 
sustainability and “paying it forward”.

Since its innception, Think Outside 
has been committed to creating a global 
community by up-skilling craftsmen in 
developing countries. The unique pieces 
within each collection are crafted individually 
by artisans at Think Outside’s Vietnam 

workshop, with Aaron regularly visiting to 
teach, guide and support the team.

Think Outside products are sold in garden 
and gift retailers across Australia, Europe, 
Asia and the United States. BH

more info?
Think Outside 
02 8824 4488 
thinkoutside.biz 
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GARDEN DÉCOR

From Faith, a new collection. 
This is dramatic, theatrical 

and designed to add an 
elegant touch to any setting.

From ee-i-ee-i-o, a 
functional bird feeder.

A pelican from 
the ee-i-ee-i-o 
collection.

The drink cooler from the 
ee-i-ee-i-o range in the guise 
of a boat.

My Piece of Africa pays 
homage to the culture of 
Africa and pieces range from 
contemporary wall art and 
graceful wildlife sculptures 
to refined cast-iron bowls 
and firepits.
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Looking for a simple way to liven up 
an uninspired section of your garden 
or cover an unsightly wall? Outside 
In Art has developed a new concept 

for use around the home. These photographic 
garden screens are inspired by art technique 
trompe-l’œil, which translates to “deceives the 
eye” as they create an optical illusion of depth 
on a fl at surface.

Outside In Art transforms an otherwise dull 
space in your garden into an exciting focal 
point. It almost looks as if you can step into 
the gorgeous photographs, like something out 
of Alice in Wonderland, further creating an 
illusion of extra real estate in your backyard.

Customers can choose from 30 images, 
each carefully selected for their 3D qualities, 
beauty and sense of openness and adventure. 
The images come in four different sizes 
and orientations, although custom sizes are 
available on request. These photographic 
screens are made from building-grade 
aluminium composite panel with full-colour 
digital prints made on fi ve-year premium vinyl. 
The screens are laminated to protect against 
UV rays and scratches and can be easily 
cleaned without damage to the print.

Purchasing and installing is as easy as selecting 
your image, its size and orientation, keeping in 
mind the space you want to change. Attach the 

screen and sit back and enjoy your new view. The 
screens can be easily attached to any timber, steel, 
brick or substrate surface as long as it’s fl at. The 
company also supplies aluminium panel trims and 
joiners for the perfect fi t.

For a truly unique look, Outside In Art can 
custom produce screens of any size and image, 
provided you can supply a high-resolution 
300dpi picture. BH

more info?
Outside In Art
03 9395 3229
outsideinart.com.au

Photo finish
Create another world in your own 

backyard with these unique photo screens

268 | BEST HOMES

OPTICAL ILLUSIONS
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Outside In Art was born from an idea to 
create an illusion of depth, somewhat like 
a trompe l’oeil (pronounced tromploy) - 
Alice in Wonderland feel.

We have carefully selected 30 different 
images that can be adjusted to any of 
the selected sizes, to favour both the 
landscape or portrait aspect. These 
photographic panel screens are made 
from building grade Aluminium Composite 

Panel, with full colour digital print protected 
with a matt roll laminate to protect from UV 
with a 5 year guarantee not to fade and 
scratch, allowing for easy cleaning if need 
be without any risk of damaging the print.

These screens can be easily attached to 
timber, steel, brick and any substrate that 
is fl at. We also supply Aluminium panel 
trims and joiner, that fi t the panel perfectly 
for that professional look.

We help you build beautiful spaces for your home...

Change your backyard by adding a beautiful feature wall...

0411 179 847  I  info@outsideinart.com.au  I  www.outsideinart.com.au

NEED STOCKISTS IN ALL STATES
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WINTER WARMERS

W ith Thermofi lm’s innovative 
heating solutions, there’s 
no need to abandon your 
outdoor area in the cooler 

months or compromise its style with bulky 
freestanding heaters. Heatstrip Classic is a 
stylish electric radiant heater that provides 
even and comfortable heat. With a unique 
slimline shape and black facade, the unit 
blends elegantly into any décor. It is one of 
the most energy-effi cient heaters available in 
Australia, with running costs starting from 
just 30 cents per hour, a fraction of the cost 
compared to gas-bottled patio heaters. This 
cutting-edge heater can provide comfort 
heating within undercover alfresco dining and 
barbecue areas, patios, verandahs, courtyards 
and balconies.

The newest addition to the range, 

Heatstrip Max is suitable for diffi cult-to-heat 
exposed outdoor sites and areas with high 
ceilings such as pergolas and balconies, as 
well as indoor spaces including garages. 
Using unique low-glow heating technology, 
the heating element provides a mild and 
unobtrusive glow and energy is directed 
towards producing heat rather than unwanted 
light. The dual-element design allows for 
a very compact unit while maintaining 
maximum effi ciency.

Designed, engineered and assembled in 
Australia, the Heatstrip range is built from 
corrosion-resistant alloy and is suitable for use in 
most applications, including harsh environments 
such as coastal areas, outdoor kitchens and 
around salt-water pools. All Heatstrip heaters 
come with a two-year replacement warranty for 
residential applications.

With multiple mounting options available, 
the Heatstrip range can be tailored to your 
individual space. The standard bracket will 
allow both ceiling and wall mounting at 
various angles as well as suspension by 
chains and wires for use with higher ceilings. 
Optional twin-fl ush-mount kits and extension 
rods are also available.

In addition to trade outlets, Heatstrip 
heaters are available nationally at Bunnings 
and Masters Home Improvement, as well as 
specialty outdoor living, electrical and heating 
stores. BH

more info?
Thermofilm Australia
03 9562 3455
heatstrip.com.au

Alfresco heating
Strip heating allows you to enjoy the 

outdoors in style
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O U T D O O R  H E A T E R S

address: 27 Rosalie Street, Springvale VIC 3171
phone: (03) 9562 3455  email: sales@heatstrip.com.au

Classic Max

Heating with Style

Heat your entertaining area for 75% less than bottled gas with 100% more style.
Heatstrip® by Thermofilm is the cost effective electric 
radiant heater that unites efficiency with style.
Ideal for your al-fresco and outdoor entertaining area, 
pergola, patio, balcony. Even your garage, shed or 
hard-to-heat indoor space.

Heatstrip runs at a quarter of the cost of bottled gas,  
is more efficient over a larger area and won’t corrode.
It’s easy to install and operate, an optional controller 
adjusts the timer and warmth levels. 
For more information go to www.heatstrip.com.au
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When it comes to garden edging, 
you need a product that is 
strong, versatile and weather 
resistant — and you can’t get 

anything that fi ts the bill better than steel. 
Greenlines Gardenware’s FormBoss range of 
low-maintenance steel garden edging lets you 
be the boss of your own garden design.

Greenlines Gardenware offers a large array 
of easy-to-install domestic and commercial-
grade steel edging solutions, ranging from 
fl ush edges to 400mm-high retaining walls. 
You also have a choice of galvanised steel, 
ZAM (exclusive looking and ultra durable) or 
Corten steel (the latter boasting a weathered 
fi nish) and various gauges to ensure the edging 
is of the appropriate strength for your project.

FormBoss edging systems allow you to 
create curves and angles with ease and thanks 
to the rounded top edge and hidden stakes 
and connectors, the fi nished result is elegant 
and clean. For a fully coordinated look, ask 
about FormBoss tree rings and pre-made raised 
planter beds, which are ideal for vegie or 
herb gardens.

Once installed, FormBoss edging stays 
where it is put. It is strong and durable, 
making it ideal for everything from family 
gardens to commercial projects, and it comes 

with a 10-year replacement warranty.
So impressive is the FormBoss range 

that it is often chosen by leading Australian 
designers participating in the Melbourne 
International Flower & Garden Show. 
FormBoss edging has played a key role 
in many award-winning display gardens, 
including the 2013 winner of Best in Show. 
In 2014, FormBoss edging featured in eight 
show gardens.

Greenlines Gardenware offers a full range of 

services, including free quotes, pre-curving of 
edging products and Australia-wide delivery. 
You can buy direct from the Melbourne factory 
or from one of the ever-increasing number of 
re-sellers. BH

more info?
Greenlines Gardenware 
1800 367 626 
formboss.com.au

Gaining an edge
To give your garden shape and greater 

defi nition, you need a fl exible steel 
edging product
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Your Complete Steel 
Edging Solution

®
GUARANTEED

FORFOR

~10 YEARS~
Structural Guarantee

See website for
T & C’s

We have all of your garden edging needs covered with one incredibly easy to install, 
versatile system. Profiles range from 75mm - 580mm, with multiple gauges and 
finishes. Catering to all projects big and small! You’ll be surprised by how economical 
FormBoss™ is when compared with alternatives. FormBoss ™ Metal Edging is a 
designers best friend, allowing you to create creative shapes on-site or even dead 
straight lines with ease! Check out our website for ideas and inspiration!

Nisshin Steel Quality Products

Picture: Phillip Withers Design & Semken 
Landscaping MIFGS 2015 Silver Award Winner

Picture: Kew Cottages
By Vitalize Landscapes

Exclusive to FormBoss™ Metal Garden Edging

NEW!
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SEE-THROUGH SOLUTION

Easy-clean 
option

Ensure your glass pool fencing, 
glass balustrading and windows 

stay cleaner for longer

Installing pool glass fencing meets 
Australian safety standards while also 
giving a sense of space, style and beauty 
to your outdoor living area. Newly 

installed glass pool fencing offers transparent 
views of your pool and outdoor space. So how 
do you maintain the transparency of glass over 
time when the glass is exposed to chlorine, 
salt, dirt and the harsh Australian sun? In just a 
few months after installation, glass can become 
etched and stained, hindering the beautiful 
view of the pool and surrounding landscape.

If you want easy-clean glass, not dirty, ugly 
glass, EnduroShield is the must-have solution 
for glass pool fencing, glass balustrading and 
feature windows. It protects against staining 
and etching from salt, chlorine and pool 
chemicals that can discolour and etch glass. 

Cleaning is reduced by up to 90 per cent 
when outdoor glass is protected with easy-
clean EnduroShield. This means your glass 
pool fencing, glass balustrading and feature 
windows stay cleaner for much longer between 
cleans. And this also greatly reduces the time 
needed to clean outdoor glass and money spent 
on cleaners or cleaning products, allowing you 
to enjoy stunning outdoor views without costly 
ongoing maintenance.

You can buy glass pre-applied with 
EnduroShield when installing new glass pool 
fencing or feature windows. Or have the team 
apply EnduroShield for you. If it’s a smaller 
DIY job, EnduroShield for glass is also 
available in an easy-to-apply DIY kit.

Protect your glass with EnduroShield and 
enjoy the benefi ts of EnduroShield-treated 
outdoor glass to give yourself more time to 
relax outdoors with family and friends. BH   

more info?
EnduroShield
enduroshield.com
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EnduroShield-coated 
glass makes glass pool 

fencing almost invisible. 

Glass pool fencing treated 
with EnduroShield greatly 
reduces the time and cost of 
cleaning and maintenance 
of glass aff ected by the 
harsh Australian sun.
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Want a fancy new interior? 
We’ve just updated!

Complete Home has undergone a facelift and a relaunch. 
Now mobile friendly, inspiring and the ultimate 

expert in the field.

completehome.com.au
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Large architectural planters and bowls for commercial 
and residential landscapes

     Custom made design service
     Pots in vibrant glazes
     Outdoor steel screens

Phone: 03 9701 8699 Email: info@martinkellockpots.com.au

SOLUTIONS
BOLD

www.martinkellockpots.com.au

Exclusive to
Martin Kellock
Pots & Planters
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Mix and match
A high-quality modular outdoor kitchen system for 

the discerning homeowner

With MyAlfresco outdoor kitchens you have 
a choice of four colours for cabinetry and a vast 
selection of materials for benchtops, plus a wide 

array of top-of-the-range products, including 
barbecues, barbecue hoods, glass-back bar 

fridges and even kitchen sinks and taps. 

ALFRESCO ENTERTAINING

Alfresco living is now fi rmly part of 
the Australian lifestyle. After all, 
what’s better than having friends 
and family over for dinner on the 

deck or having lunch by the pool? And at the 
heart of every modern alfresco living area is 
a fully equipped outdoor kitchen.

MyAlfresco (a division of Arisit Pty Ltd) 
specialises in the supply of modular outdoor 
kitchen solutions. The company offers a wide 
array of top-of-the-range products, including 
barbecues, barbecue hoods, glass-back bar 
fridges, pizza ovens and even kitchen sinks 
and taps. MyAlfresco’s modular outdoor 
kitchen systems make it possible for you 
to design a complete package, tailored to 

meet your individual needs.
With MyAlfresco outdoor kitchens 

you have a choice of four colours for the 
cabinetry and a vast selection of materials for 
the benchtops. The range of modules is also 
impressive, ensuring you can mix and match 
your way to the ideal confi guration.

The materials used in the construction of 
the cabinets and benchtops are backed by 
a 10-year outdoor-use warranty, a unique 
feature in this fi eld. You also have peace 
of mind knowing that MyAlfresco outdoor 
kitchens are fully weatherproof and won’t be 
harmed by regular UV exposure.

However, creating the perfect outdoor 
kitchen isn’t just about cabinetry and 

cooking appliances. Most outdoor kitchens 
live next to an alfresco dining area so 
creating a comfortable outdoor entertaining 
space is vital. With this in mind, MyAlfresco 
offers outdoor heating solutions, too.

At MyAlfresco, which offers nationwide 
distribution, customer care is a priority. As 
part of this commitment, the company offers 
a complete installation service and a quick 
turnaround time from receipt of order to 
manufacture and installation. BH

more info?
MyAlfresco 
1300 181 655 
myalfresco.com
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My Alfresco is proud to offer the complete outdoor living solution. Our 100% weather proof kitchens are built in 
Australia and are available nationwide. Choose from our popular pre-designed packages or work with us to create a 

you need to transform your space into the outdoor living area you have always been dreaming of.

MADE IN AUSTRALIA FOR AUSTRALIAN CONDITIONS

1300 181 655      Visit www.myalfresco.com or e-mail myalfresco@arisit.com for a full listing of national display centres.

PLEASE CONTACT US FOR AN IMMEDIATE QUOTE

My
.com

10 YEAR 
WARRANTY
on all cabinets 
and benchtops
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DESIGNER SOLUTIONS

Today we regard our gardens as 
outdoor rooms and take the same 
care when decorating them as we 
would any living space within our 

homes. Privacy is just as important, which 
is why screening is playing an increasingly 
important role in garden design.

Tombo Design specialises in the design 
and manufacture of architectural and 
decorative metal privacy screens. These 
stunning screens are available in a wide 
range of fi nishes, from powder-coated to 
oxidised metal, and an array of distinctive 
designs. If you require something unique, 
however, Tombo Design can produce made-

to-order pieces for residential landscapes or 
commercial projects.

In addition to its screen range, the 
company produces metal wall art, garden 
decor, fi repits and illuminated bollards so 
you can create a coordinated look. Tombo 
Design has a number of different designs 
which suit a wide variety of outdoor 
settings. If you prefer, bring along your own 
artwork and Tombo Design can adapt it to 
suit your needs.

The Tombo Design team has more than 
30 years’ experience in metal work and 
fi nishing so you can be assured of fi rst-
class quality. The highly skilled in-house 

designer is available should clients require a 
custom-made piece or design advice. Privacy 
screens and all other outdoor decor items, 
each of which is locally designed and made 
in Melbourne’s south-eastern suburbs, are 
available Australia-wide.

Committed to meeting the needs of its 
clients, Tombo Design is constantly adding 
new pieces to its product range. BH

more info?
Tombo Design 
03 9793 5500 
tombodesign.com.au

Screen savers
Whether for decoration or privacy, there is 
no shortage of versatile screening options
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13 Johnston Court, Dandenong South VIC 3175

Phone: (03) 9793 5500  Mobile: 0414 813 676

Email: sales@tombodesign.com.au

www.tombodesign.com.au
Project by www.urbangreenprojects.com.au

Decorative metal screening and décor that
will transform your outdoor space.

Tombo Design specialises in architectural and decorative

metal privacy screens for residential and commercial use.

The company also produces an array of metal wall art, garden 

features, fi re pits and illuminated pieces so you can create a 

fully coordinated look to enhance any outdoor space.

Tombo Design screens are available in a wide range of

fi nishes, from powder-coated to oxidised metal, and a selection 

of distinctive designs. If you require something unique, Tombo 

Design can produce custom-designed, made-to-order pieces 

for residential landscapes or commercial projects.
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SUBSCRIBE THIS ISSUE  
& RECEIVE...

A BONUS sourcebook to create your dream build!

CALL 1300 303 414 OR VISIT UNIVERSALSHOP.COM.AU 

TO TAKE UP THIS OFFER TODAY.

S O U R C E B O O K

EXPERT ADVICE,  
INSPIRING DESIGN, 

PRODUCTS AND 
 IDEAS FOR:

Outdoor Living & Entertaining
Sustainable Design & Eco Products

Kitchens & Laundries
Bedrooms & Bathrooms
Lighting & Smart Homes

Floor & Wall Finishes
Building Materials & Products

Furnishings

RESOURCES TO CREATE YOUR DREAM HOME

Th e popularity of Grand Designs Australia 
is driven by those who are looking for 
something special, something they can 
create which is about them and the way 
they want to live. Not a cookie cutter 
version of the house next door, which 
many of our suburbs around the country 
are sadly littered with.

You can do your research about the style 
you like, the fi nishes you want and the 
furnishings you desire and by all means 
get involved, however by leaving the 
technical and artistic creation of your 
design to a professional you will, without 
doubt, achieve a superior project.

Th is sourcebook is created to stimulate 
your imagination and help you move 
forward with your project. It is designed 
to off er you suggestions for, and places 
to fi nd, products and materials for your 
ideas book, as well as where to go to fi nd 
an architect, builder, engineer, interior 
designer – in fact the team who can help 
you realise your dream build.

04
DESIGN: WILLIAMSTOWN BLUESTONE
LOCATION: WILLIAMSTOWN, VICTORIA
An abandoned bluestone cottage built in 1864 inspired Jason and Jennifer 
Brettell to create a modern house full of hints to the home’s history. With a 
goal bring the home back to life, the couple faced the challenge of limited 
space but transformed the untouched cottage into a home with a minimalist 
atmosphere. Using industrial-style materials, timber, shades of black and white 
and metal feature heavily. “We were conscious of respecting history, but also 
creating a modern-industrial theme through the use of natural elements while 
trying to maximise every square inch of space,” says Jason. Reminders of the 
home’s history are present throughout, especially in the living room, where 
a bluestone feature wall serves as a throwback to the original cottage. An 
exposed concrete feature wall brings a gritty element to the clean and modern 
design, while a warm atmosphere is created with leather lounges and personal 
touches. Now with three bedrooms, two living areas, two bathrooms and an 
outdoor entertaining area, this residence epitomises old world meets new.
Architectural design: Tina Lindner (tinalindner.com.au)
Builder: Portside Building (portsidebuilding.com.au)
Photography: Rhiannon Slatter

06
DESIGN: BUSHLAND HOUSE
LOCATION: PARK ORCHARDS, VICTORIA
Generous in character and size, the requirements for this build included four 
bedrooms and bathrooms, a home offi  ce, media room, two lounge and dining 
areas, two kitchens, an 800-bottle wine cellar, four-car garage, workshop and 
a self-contained studio area. Large windows and glass doors let natural light in. 
Architectural design: Ramon Pleysier, Plesier Perkins (pleysierperkins.com.au)
Builder: Spence Thomson
Photography: Brendan Finn

04

05 
DESIGN: VINEYARD VIEWS
LOCATION: KANGAROO 
GROUND, VICTORIA
Created on a 12-hectare property, 

this project was a collaboration 

between architect Michael 

Sheppard, Lisa Grounds from Bliink 

Interiors, and Eco Edge Homes. 

“They allowed me the freedom 

to choose interior fi nishes,” says 

Lisa. For a modern and clean look, 

organic-inspired interiors include 

neutral walls in Dulux Mount 

Buller, warm timber fi nishes and 

minimal furnishings. In keeping 

with the landscape, the interiors 

are decorated with Australian-

inspired pieces including a fabulous 

Bottlebrush rug in the living room.

Architectural design: Michael 

Sheppard, Sheppard & Dwyer 

Architects (shepparddwyer.com.au)

Builder: Anthony Northwood, 

Eco Edge Homes 

(ecoedgehomes.com.au)

Photography: Robert Hamer

07
DESIGN: PORT MELBOURNE 
URBAN GREEN
LOCATION: PORT MELBOURNE, 
VICTORIA
With family coming and going, 
a space that was fl exible and 
practical was high on this couple’s 
agenda. “The property needed 
to serve a number of functions,” 
says homeowner Dr Ian Kronborg. 
“We have adult children who have 
moved out and moved back. We 
enjoy entertaining and needed 
spaces that could cope with this 
but we also needed our privacy.” 
The home boasts six main rooms, 
three bathrooms, a granny fl at with 
bedroom/living, two studies, cellar 
and a music room currently serving 
as a nursery. With timber featuring 
strongly throughout, a slightly 
industrial atmosphere is created.
Architectural design: ARM 
Architecture (armarchitecture.com.au) 
Builder: Overend Constructions 
(overendconstructions.com.au) 
Photography: Rhiannon Slatter
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09

echo the surrounding landscape 
and bring vibrancy to the neutral 
palette in this open-plan living area.
Architectural design: Patrick 
Bradley Architects 
(pb-architects.com)
Photography: Aidan Monaghan

10
DESIGN: MELBURNIAN HIDEOUT
LOCATION: ELWOOD, VICTORIA
Architect and owner David Vernon 
created a family home that is small 
on space but big on character. 
The ambitious build included a 
generous living and dining space 
that has the potential to become a 
main bedroom in the future, along 
with three additional bedrooms. 
Timber features heavily throughout 
the home — a combination of 
plywood and mountain ash timber 
for wall linings and cupboards was 
employed to create warmth and 
provide a welcoming atmosphere.
Architectural design: David Vernon 
Architect (vernon.com.au)
Builder: Mark Projects 
(markprojects.com.au)
Photography: Derek Swalwell

11
DESIGN: NORWICH ECO HOME
LOCATION: NORWICH, 
NORFOLK, UNITED KINGDOM

Tiring of London, Natasha moved 
with her son, Lucas, (now 12) 
back to Norfolk, deciding that 
self-build was the only way she 
would ever fi nd them an ideal 
living solution. “I’d spent most of 
my life subterranean in my fl at 
in Clapham, South London, with 
the bedroom downstairs,” says 
Natasha. “The interior layout of 
the Norfolk cottage was similar, 
which I liked. Upside-down 
living is very freeing. You’re not 
scampering around from one 
space to the next — you can just 
stop and look out at the view. It 
puts the brakes on.” Downstairs 
hosts Lucas’ and Natasha’s 
bedrooms, one on each side of 
the deck. Upstairs on one side of 
the building sits the kitchen and 
dining room, with a living space 
and music room on the other. 
Large bifold doors open from 
the dining area onto the shaded 
balcony. The orange sofa was from 
a friend and the coff ee table is a 
local Norwich design. The screen 
is by Anna Glover and the artwork 
by Gavin Mitchell.
Architectural design: Wilf Meynell, 
Studio Bark (studiobark.co.uk)
Builder: Norfolk Pro Build 
(norfolkprobuild.co.uk)
Photography: Darren Chung

08
DESIGN: TREE HOUSE
LOCATION: GLEN IRIS, VICTORIA
With a brief revolving around the 
concept of creating an “artistic 
piece with warmth and the subtle 
use of colour”, three separate areas 
were to be established within this 
home, along with bedrooms for 
the children and owners, an open 
kitchen, dining area and living 
room. With the home completely 
rewired to consist of three distinct 
areas — a children’s space, a 
communal family section and a 
parents’ retreat upstairs — the 
disrupted fl ow of the previous 
house has been banished. Now, the 
family enjoys time in separate areas 
of the home and comes together 
in the “heart” of the house, 
conveniently located in the middle. 
The colour scheme is neutral, 
focusing on the balance of light and 
letting nature work its magic. 
Architectural design: Steff en 
Welsch Architects (steff enwelsch.
com.au)

Builder: P & JM Deleo 
(0418 100 707)
Photography: Rhiannon Slatter

09
DESIGN: COUNTY DERRY
LOCATION: LONDONDERRY, 
NORTHERN IRELAND, 
UNITED KINGDOM
“I just feel so privileged to live 
here,” says architect/homeowner 
Patrick Bradley, referring to his 
bold contemporary home built 
on a treasured part of his parents’ 
farmland. “Every day, I wake up to 
the view and it just feels as if I’m 
on holiday.” Patrick’s space is open 
plan, with the living areas upstairs 
making the most of the views. 
From the entrance, a corridor takes 
you past an offi  ce/third bedroom 
before opening into the open-
plan living zone. Here, the kitchen, 
backed by stairs to the lower fl oor, 
leads on to a spacious room with 
dining and seating areas, large 
windows and a balcony and terrace. 
Bold green Ligne Roset Togo sofas 

11

10

55GRAND DESIGNS AUSTRALIA SOURCEBOOK

P
R

O
J

E
C

T
S

  //  L
IV

IN
G

 SP
A

C
E

S

BH4_Subs_DPS-ms.indd   1BH4_Subs_DPS-ms.indd   1 1/22/2016   11:41:17 AM1/22/2016   11:41:17 AM



6-ISSUE SUBSCRIPTION TO 
HOME DESIGN MAGAZINE – RRP $71.70

+ BONUS GRAND DESIGNS 
SOURCEBOOK #3 – RRP $14.95

FOR ONLY $55

home
FOR THE WAY YOU LIVE

Vol. 18 No. 6 AUS $11.95*  
NZ $14.50 (Both incl. GST)

HOUSES AND APARTMENTS FROM AROUND THE WORLD
DESIGNS FOR LIVING 

THE
ELEGANCE

ISSUE

FABULOUS  
CHAIRS & SOFAS

25
HOW TO TURN YOUR

INTO A TOXIN-FREE SANCTUARY

SIGHTS 
& SOUNDS 

HOME THEATRE DESIGN  
AT ITS BEST

INTERNATIONAL  
GREEN INTERIOR  

AWARDS 

DESIGN

BATHROOM 

HOME DESIGN  

& EUSSEN LIVING  

STUDENT DESIGN AWARDS  

WINNERS REVEALED

FOR THE WAY YOU LIVE

Vol. 18 No. 5 AUS $11.95*  
NZ $14.50 (Both incl. GST)

DESIGN

HOW TO STYLE THE PERFECT TABLE SETTING FOR SUMMER

Queensland  
state of mind
NEWS & VIEWS ON THE SUNSHINE 
STATE’S EXCITING DESIGN SCENE

OF THE BEST
TAKE A LOOK AT THE  
LATEST TECHNOLOGY  
IN SMALL APPLIANCES

WORLD VIEW
DESIGN & DECORATION FROM 
 FRANCE, TURKEY, BULGARIA,  

JAPAN & AUSTRALIA

CREATE A LAVISH HOTEL LOOK  
IN YOUR OWN BATHROOM

homeDESIGN

25

DECORATIVE DINING

THE SUMMER  

LIVING ISSUE

OFFER CODE: BH/HD186  EXPIRY DATE: 17 JUNE 2016

BH4_Subs_DPS-ms.indd   2BH4_Subs_DPS-ms.indd   2 1/22/2016   11:41:30 AM1/22/2016   11:41:30 AM



ENDURING BEAUTY

D esignerite supplies Beadcrete glass 
bead swimming pool interiors for 
new pools and for homeowners 
who want to give their old pool 

a much-needed facelift. Beadcrete is easily 
installed by experienced pool interior 
applicators and suited to any concrete pool or 
spa, regardless of the shape or size.

The process of application for swimming 

284 | BEST HOMES

New life
Reinvigorate your pool’s interior with 

a beautifully smooth and elegant fi nish

Beadcrete is easily installed by experienced pool 
interior applicators and suited to any concrete 

pool or spa, regardless of the shape or size.

Beadcrete glass bead swimming pool interiors are 
for new pools and for homeowners who want to 

give their old pool a much-needed facelift. 

Galaxy Pool Interiors pumps the product from 
a mixer and trowels the floors and wall to 
a consistent thickness throughout the pool.
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pools is very similar to that of standard 
pebblecrete, with some little variances that 
qualifi ed tradespeople are aware of.

A clean and abrasive concrete surface 
is important so the Beadcrete can adhere 
properly to the shell. With new pools this is 
easily attainable, but for renovations, extra 
work will be needed to adequately remove the 
previous fi nish and ensure the surface that the 

Beadcrete will be applied on is solid, clean and 
not in need of too much packing. This could 
mean some areas need to be rendered so that 
the Beadcrete fi nish can be laid at a consistent 
thickness of 10mm.

The process of application can be done 
through the many ways that pebblecrete 
is applied. The photos show Galaxy Pool 
Interiors pumping the product from a mixer 

and trowelling the fl oors and wall to a 
consistent thickness throughout the pool. Once 
the Beadcrete has been pumped on, set up, 
trowelled and smoothed, water exposing can 
begin once it has been left to harden enough 
so that a gurney can remove the fi ne layer of 
cement that forms on top. This process exposes 
the glass beads and your swimming pool will 
start to look like you imagined.

BEST HOMES | 285
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The fi nal step of application is the acid 
wash, which cleans any remnants of cement 
covering the glass beads and essentially cleans 
up the Beadcrete pool fi nish so the pool can 
be fi lled as soon as possible. The acid wash 
ensures that exposure is uniform throughout 
the entire swimming pool and you are left with 
a beautifully smooth and elegant fi nish, and a 
pool that is ready to be fi lled and then enjoyed.

Beadcrete’s patented pool interiors, when 
manufactured in pre-mixed bags, come with 

a seven-year written materials warranty for 
residential use. Commercial warranties are also 
available on a project-specifi c basis. Quality 
assurance includes testing by the University of 
New South Wales for durability and performance 
with proper installation in compliance with 
Designer Beadcrete specifi cations.

Designerite, the Australian supplier 
of Designer Beadcrete, also provides a 
wide range of pool interior supplies. In 
addition, the company caters for builders 

and applicators who prefer to mix their own 
materials on-site. Coloured and clear glass 
beads; Sky Pebble; white and off-white 
cement; and fi nishing tools are all available 
through Designerite outlets and distributors 
across Australia. BH

more info?
Designerite
designerite.com.au

286 | BEST HOMES

ENDURING BEAUTY

A gurney removes the fine layer 
of cement that forms on top.

The process of application for 
swimming pools is very similar 
to that of standard pebblecrete.
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NSW
INGLEBURN
19 Liverpool St
Ph: 02 9829 3311

PADSTOW
17b Arab Rd
Ph: 02 9771 4846
sales@designerite.com.au

KIRRAWEE
5/100 Bath Rd
Ph: 02 0521 3899

QLD
WEST BURLEIGH
10A Alex Fisher Dr
Ph: 07 5522 0788
beno@designerite.com.au

Imagine your swimming pool shimmering with the sparkle of a 
thousand fl awless diamonds, adding an unsurpassed elegance to 
your pool and surrounding area. For unmatched style, quality and 
entertainment value, the enduring beauty of Designer Beadcrete, 
will satisfy your every want and need.

Designer Beadcrete has revolutionised the “pool interior fi nishes” 
industry, with its patented glass bead technology that truly adds a 
diamond-like shimmer and unrivaled clarity throughout your pool 

water. Designer Beadcrete contains a mixture of coloured irregular 
glass spheres and clear glass round spheres. These ‘spheres’ are 
embedded in a unique cement mix that contains a number of patented 
additives. The result is a pool interior of absolute durability, which 
refl ects sun and artifi cial light throughout the water, bringing about 
a spectacular and elegant look to any concrete shell pool.Whether it 
is recently built or has become old and tired and could use a much-
needed facelift, Designer Beadcrete offers a wide range of 
contemporary fi nishes to match your own desires. 

Designer Pool Coatings 
are beautiful, different 
and personal.

www.designerite.com.au
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Pure pool
For a truly chlorine-free pool, Waterco’s Hydroxypure 

has the refreshing feel of a natural spring

FEELING FRESH

Waterco’s Hydroxypure water 
treatment system is set to make 
a splash in the minds of pool 
owners across the globe. For pool 

water that is completely free of odours and 
taste, while being soft and gentle on the skin 
and even eliminating the need for showering 
post-swim, Hydroxypure is a dream.

This is fantastic news for those looking for 
a healthy alternative to chlorine. Endorsed by 
the National Asthma Council Australia and 
approved by its Sensitive Choice program, 
Hydroxypure is recognised as a product that is 
supportive of asthma and allergy care.

A pure alternative to traditional sanitisers, 
Hydroxypure eliminates regular consumables 
such as salt, chlorine and stabiliser. It also 
allows your family to swim in fresh, clean 
water. Hydroxypure is especially suited to 
indoor pools as the fresh water ensures high 
air quality and no chlorine smell. Chlorine- 
and salt-free, Hydroxypure is also good news 
for those with eczema and allergies. Enriched 
with oxygen, it’s the only sanitisation system 
to receive a tick of approval from the National 
Asthma Council Australia. Gold Coast-
based inventor Nick Briscoe was inspired to 
come up with a chlorine-free pool to enable 
his youngest son Dalton, who suffers from 
eczema, to swim in the family’s pool.

With minimal maintenance required, 
Hydroxypure is an affordable solution which 
can be installed in new swimming pools 
or retrofi tted to salt or chlorinated pools. 
Setting it apart from traditional sanitation 
systems is its fully automated sanitisation 
and pH control, making Hydroxypure highly 
effective in maintaining pool sanitisation and 
water chemistry.

“The Hydroxypure system is fully automated 
for complete peace of mind,” says Bryan Goh, 

Waterco director. “It continually sanitises 
your swimming pool by testing the water and 
automatically maintaining optimum levels of 
residual sanitiser. It is also able to cleverly 
adjust its dosing, responding to high bathing 
loads, hot weather, rain and pool top-ups. 

“The pH level of your pool’s water is also 
automatically adjusted, ensuring optimum 
water quality and protecting you and your pool 
from less-than-favourable conditions.”

Once a Hydroxypure system is installed, 
your pool has the ability to take care of itself, 
including stain-free splash marks on the 
glass pool fences. Waterco’s Hydroxypure 
also extends the life of the pool surface, pool 
equipment and surrounding landscaping.

Waterco has simplifi ed advanced drinking 
water treatment technology and applied 
it to treating swimming pool water. The 
Hydroxypure sanitisation system is based on 
the Advance Oxidation Process (AOP), which 
combines Perox, a hydrogen peroxide-based 
sanitiser, and hybrid ozone to enhance the 
sanitisation process. AOP has the superior 

ability to remove bacterial threats more 
effectively than any other oxidation process 
currently available on the market.

The use of ozone and Perox together 
increases active oxygen levels in the water. 
The synergy ensures the safety of your 
water environment without creating harmful 
chemical by-products. The end result is a 
swimming pool that’s totally chlorine-free 
and enriched with oxygen, making it one of 
the most signifi cant innovations in pool water 
treatment in 20 years. BH

more info?
Waterco
NSW: 02 9898 8686
Qld: 07 3299 9900
Vic: 03 9764 1211
SA: 08 8244 6000
WA: 08 9273 1900
NZ: 09 525 7570
waterco.com
hydroxypure.com.au
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Nearly invisible Q360 
Performance Plus™ jets 

sweep the surface, cleaning 
and distributing heat and 

chemicals throughout your 
pool and spa Virtually invisible 

Eclipse™ Drain 
allows debris 

to be removed 
from the pool

Variable-speed 
water valve 

drives water to 
cleaning jets

The large capacity 
Waterco Leaf 
Trapper stores debris 
for easy maintenance

Cleans floors, steps, 
benches, spas, and 
even fountains and 
water features

Debris is automatically swept into the pool’s main drain and then to the filtration system.

Don’t waste hours cleaning your pool when Waterco’s Q360 in-floor pool cleaning system can do it for you. Virtually invisible, 
the Q360 system is fully automatic and can handle high debris levels so there is no need for an additional cleaner with hoses 
and cords to become tangled in. 

The Q360 system also circulates water through the pool resulting in less algae growth, better heat and chemical dissipation 
with increased operating efficiencies and reduced chemical and heating costs.

DoDDo ’n’ntt wawaststee hohhoururss clcleaeaniningngyyouourr popoololwwhehenn WaWatetercrco’oss Q3Q36060iinn-flfloooorr popoololccleleananiiningg sysysystststemememccananddoo itit ffororyyouou. ViVirtrtuauallllyy ininvivisisiblblee,
theQ360systemis fullyautomaticandcanhandlehighdebris levelssothere isnoneedforanadditionalcleanerwithhoses

www.waterco.com
For more information, please contact your nearest Waterco branch for more details and availability

NSW 02 9898 8686 SA 08 8244 6000QLD 07 3299 9900 WA 08 9273 1900VIC 03 9764 1211 NZ 09 525 7570

Cleans the entire pool, even while you swim

Maximum cleaning & circulation efficiency
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2/82 Pacifi c Highway, St Leonards
55/61 Marlborough Street, Surry Hills

Phone: 0418 460 714
Email: michael@aspectdesigns.com.au
aspectdesigns.com.au

Aspect has a unique service blending innovative design concepts 
for today’s lifestyle with practical construction expertise producing 

award winning homes expressing your individuality and style.

Established since 1980

WINNERS of over 30 MBA and HIA awards

D E S I G N S . C O M . A U

IN DESIGN +

PROJECT MANAGEMENT

EXCELLENCE
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2/82 Pacifi c Highway, St Leonards
55/61 Marlborough Street, Surry Hills

Phone: 0418 638 973
Email: joel@aspectdesigns.com.au
aspectdesigns.com.au

Landscaping completes your overall lifestyle design and is a long-term investment for 
your living environment and adds substantial value to your home. When planned in conjunction 

with the layout of your home, it will be tailored to your way of life to enhance the enjoyment 
of your home by seamlessly integrating your indoor living spaces with pool, garden, 

outdoor entertaining areas, tennis court and entrance.

Aspect offers multi award winning, experienced, personalised and cost effective services covering:
•  Design and Specifi cations  •  Development Approvals  •  Tendering  •  Project Management

D E S I G N S . C O M . A U

GARDENS, POOLS, SPAS 

+ OUTDOOR ROOMS

LANDSCAPE DESIGN

EXCELLENCE IN
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