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Caught up in the all-consuming presidential race, you could be 
forgiven for forgetting that there are a few hundred other politi-
cal contests being decided on Nov. 8—particularly for Congress. 
It’s become conventional wisdom that our lawmakers don’t get 
much done in a presidential election year, but the 114th Congress 
is doing its best to land the title of “Most Do-Nothing” yet. Of 
the 219 bills Congress passed before it went on its seven-week 
summer recess—the longest hiatus since at least 1960—195 were 
for minor resolutions, like post-office namings. The Senate is on 
track to work the fewest days in a session in six decades. After 
months of foot-dragging on Zika funding and Flint, Mich., aid, 
lawmakers managed to address these public-health crises only as 
part of a giant, sloppy stopgap bill slapped together this week in 
order to keep the government’s lights on past Friday. Then there’s 
the utter gridlock on judicial nominees, and the thornier issues 
that were ignored altogether—immigration, stagnant wages, a 

tax overhaul, and criminal justice reform. Maybe there’ll be 
progress in October? Not at the Capitol, because lawmakers just 
started another weeks-long recess until after the election.

You might argue that campaigning is a time-consuming busi-
ness, and that vulnerable candidates don’t want to stake out 
controversial positions in the run-up to Election Day. That 
might hold water if most of the congressional seats up for 
grabs on Nov. 8 were actually competitive. Of the 435 House 
seats, only about 40 are in play; of the 34 Senate seats on bal-
lots, just five or six are toss-ups. The rest are races where in-
cumbents or members of the incumbent party are certified shoo-
ins. Even if the Senate tips into a Democratic majority, the faces 
of the next Congress will look remarkably familiar. Is it too 
much to hope that they come back to Washington next January 
ready to do some actual work to address the 
 nation’s problems?
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What happened 
Hillary Clinton was this week widely 
declared the winner of her first presi-
dential debate with Donald Trump, 
a deeply antagonistic encounter 
that focused as much on personality 
as on policy. Watched by a record 
84 million TV viewers, the 90-minute 
face-off came as Clinton’s poll lead 
had nearly evaporated. The Demo-
cratic nominee went on the offense, 
labeling her opponent’s tax plan as 
“Trumped-up trickle-down” econom-
ics, chiding him for celebrating the 
2007 housing-market collapse as an 
opportunity to buy cheap property—
“That’s called business,” he retorted—and suggesting he hadn’t 
released his tax returns because he was hiding something. “Maybe 
he’s not as rich as he says he is,” she said. “Or maybe he has paid 
nothing in federal income taxes.” Trump seemed to confirm that 
he paid no income taxes, saying that “makes me smart.” Clinton 
also attacked Trump for propagating the “racist lie” that President 
Obama wasn’t born in the country; for referring to women as 
“pigs, slobs, and dogs”; and for calling a Venezuelan beauty queen 
“Miss Piggy” when she gained weight after winning his 1996 Miss 
Universe competition. When Trump mocked how much debate 
preparation Clinton had obviously done, she shot back, “You 
know what else I prepared for? I prepared to be president.”  
 
Trump had his strongest moments when he challenged Clinton 
over the Trans-Pacific Partnership, a trade deal she once described 
as the “gold standard in trade agreements” but now opposes. 
He criticized the former secretary of state for using a home email 
server, rejecting her admission that it was “a mistake” by saying 
she had done it “purposely,” and claimed she lacked the “stamina” 
to be president. Trump also sparred with the moderator, NBC’s 
Lester Holt, denying that he had backed the Iraq War and insisting 
that New York’s stop-and-frisk policing policy was effective and 
neither racist nor unconstitutional (see Talking Points). 
 
In a CNN/ORC instant survey, 62 percent of voters thought Clin-
ton had triumphed, while only 27 percent said Trump had. Public 
Policy Polling had the margin at 51 percent to 40 percent. Trump 
later doubled down on his criticism of the former Miss Universe, 
saying her weight gain was a “real problem,” and suggested he 
might “hit [Clinton] harder” in the second debate by raising the 
subject of her husband’s infidelity.

What the editorials said 
The first debate “told the story of this 
year’s presidential race,” said The Wash-
ington Post. Democrats have a “flawed 
but knowledgeable” candidate; Republi-
cans have a charlatan who “cynically or 
ignorantly sells a warped view of reality” 
and disqualifies himself “with practically 
every overheated sentence.” Undecided 
voters surely had to be alarmed by 
Trump’s “rattled and defensive perfor-
mance,” said the Los Angeles Times. His 
answers became increasingly incoherent 
as the debate wore on, and his ugliest 

character traits shone through: “a 
hypersensitivity to criticism, a streak 
of viciousness, an inability to confess 
error, and a willful ignorance about 
the issues.” 
 
As usual, Trump had no respect 
for “factual accuracy,” said USA 
Today. He falsely denied that he’s 
called climate change a hoax, and 
made the absurd claim that Clinton 
had been fighting ISIS her “entire 
adult life.” Clinton, in contrast, was 
“composed and informed.” She 
sensibly allowed Trump to “rattle 
on” with his rambling answers, 

knowing he was only making things worse for himself. And while 
she occasionally came across as “stiff and wonkish,” she provided 
logical, clearly thought out answers on a wide range of domestic 
and foreign policy issues. 
 
Clinton certainly “won on debating points,” said The Wall Street 
Journal. She baited Trump into spending most of the debate de-
fending himself, rather than “going on offense” against the Clinton 
Foundation, her emails, and other weaknesses. But Trump “scored 
points by portraying Clinton as an architect of America’s current 
malaise.” Ultimately, neither candidate delivered a knockout blow. 
The central question of this election—whether voters will “take a 
risk” on Trump to deliver change—remains unanswered. 

What the columnists said 
Trump came into this debate hoping to appear “presidential,” said 
Jonathan Chait in NYMag.com. He failed disastrously. “Trump dis-
played the factual command of a small child, the emotional stabil-
ity of a hormonal teen, and the stamina of an old man, staggering 
and losing the thread as the 90 minutes wore on.” He also admitted 
to stiffing contractors, and boasted that a club he built in Florida 
“did not exclude people by race.” Yet Republicans are blaming 
moderator Holt’s “alleged bias” for their candidate’s implosion. 
Trump clearly didn’t prepare and was prickly and “horribly out of 
his depth,” said Michael Gerson in The Washington Post. When he 
ended one “unbalanced rant” by claiming he had “a much better 
temperament” than Clinton, the audience openly laughed at him. 
 
Trump supporters are bucking themselves up with several consol-
ing thoughts, said David Weigel in WashingtonPost.com. They’re 
saying he performed well in the first half-hour’s focus on the econo-

my and trade, when viewers tend to be 
most engaged. They’re also hoping un-
decided voters saw Trump as “authen-
tic,” and Clinton as a  “talking-point 
cyborg.” Another consolation for 
Republicans is that Clinton failed 
to exploit several chances “to land 
a haymaker,” said Tim Alberta in 
NationalReview.com. On his income 
taxes and the birther issue, Clinton 
stuck to scripted lines and didn’t jump 
on Trump’s damaging admissions. 
If Clinton doesn’t get a “solid” poll 
bounce from this “lopsided” debate, 
her team should start panicking. G
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Trump, Clinton: She baited him into losing his cool.
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Clinton tops Trump in the first debate

Illustration by Howard McWilliam.
Cover photos from Getty, Newscom (2)

What next?  

Unless voters saw the debate very differently 

than the pundits and focus groups, Clinton should 

receive “a swing of 2 to 4 points in horse-race 

polls,” said Nate Silver in FiveThirtyEight.com. 

Even a 2-point gain would take her “from a fairly 

uncomfortable position in the Electoral College 

to a fairly comfortable one.” But there’s obviously 

no guarantee she’d hold on to those gains— 

especially with two debates remaining, on Oct. 9 

and Oct. 19. Trump can only hope that voters “are 

really in the mood for the sort of change that he 

represents, his faults be damned.”



What happened 
Hundreds of people were killed in Aleppo 
this week as the Syrian government and 
its ally Russia launched one of the most 
intense bombing campaigns of the five-year 
civil war, just days after the collapse of a 
cease-fire negotiated by Washington and 
Moscow. Airstrikes destroyed two hospi-
tals and flattened entire neighborhoods in 
rebel-held eastern Aleppo, and “bunker 
buster” bombs sent shock waves rippling 
across city blocks. The United Nations 
special envoy for Syria, Staffan de Mis-
tura, said he had seen footage of incendi-
ary bombs “that create fireballs of such 
intensity that they light up the pitch darkness in eastern Aleppo, as 
if it is actually daylight.” Pro-regime forces stepped up their ground 
offensive on eastern Aleppo, where 250,000 civilians—including 
100,000 children—have been encircled for 31 weeks and are fast 
running out of food and medicine. Up to 500,000 people have been 
killed in the war, and another 7 million displaced.
 
The new offensive prompted outrage in the West, where some had 
hoped that the cease-fire might pave the way for a long-term diplo-
matic solution to the conflict. In a special crisis meeting of the U.N. 
Security Council, U.S. Ambassador Samantha Power accused Syria 
and Russia of “barbarism,” while U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon said that the use of incendiary bombs and bunker busters in 
densely populated areas could amount to war crimes. Russia said 
the U.S.-led coalition, which is waging an air campaign against ISIS 
fighters in Syria, had used the cease-fire to rearm opposition rebels, 
and that Assad had “displayed enviable restraint.”

What the editorials said 
The people of Aleppo “are, indeed, victims of barbarism,” said 
The Washington Post, “but the rhetoric of U.S. diplomats won’t 
help them much.” For days, Assad’s regime has “rained bombs” on 
eastern Aleppo—safe in the knowledge that the Obama adminis-
tration will “hotly condemn the assault, but do absolutely nothing 
to stop it.” The president claimed in a recent interview that Syria 
“haunts me constantly,” said The Wall Street Journal. Then why 
does he still do nothing to stop the bloodshed? Instead of dispatch-
ing Secretary of State John Kerry “on more negotiating dead ends 

with Russia,” President Obama should 
arm our Syrian-Kurdish friends, “destroy 
the Assad regime’s air force and its 
armor reserves, and redraw the map of 
Syria to take account of the new dividing 
lines of a broken country.”
 
That would only intensify the carnage, 
said the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin won’t walk 
away from Assad and his regime without 
a fight. Besides, why would Obama drag 
America into the Syrian quagmire when 
“the U.S. is already engaged in hot wars” 
in Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya, Somalia, and 

Yemen? A sustained diplomatic solution is the only way to fix this 
mess; without it, Syria will “continue to bleed.”

What the columnists said 
As if the conflict weren’t hideous enough, said Jennifer Williams in 
Vox.com, it’s now clear that Assad and his allies are systematically 
targeting aid workers and doctors. Last week’s fragile cease-fire fell 
apart when Syrian or Russian warplanes obliterated an aid convoy 
on its way to Aleppo. That was one war crime among many. “There 
have been 382 attacks on medical facilities in Syria,” including a 
recent airstrike that killed Aleppo’s last living pediatrician. 
 
Aleppo is fast becoming a modern-day Guernica, said Richard Co-
hen in The Washington Post, a symbol not just of horrific carnage 
but “American weakness.” The North Koreans are developing a 
nuclear missile. The Philippines’ president called Obama “the son 
of a whore.” Russia regularly hacks U.S. targets. “Does all this 
stem from Uncle Sam’s bended knee in Syria? Who knows? But 
U.S. reluctance to act has almost certainly given others resolve.”
 
There is “one big thing” that could change events in Syria: “a new 
American president,” said Joshua Keating in Slate.com. Democratic 
nominee Hillary Clinton has vowed to create a no-fly zone in Syria 
if she wins in November. Her Republican rival, Donald Trump, 
has a “well-documented” admiration for Assad patron Putin, and 
a Trump victory “would likely be a shot in the arm” for the brutal 
Syrian dictator. “At the moment, it looks like the future of this elec-
tion may be the most important determining factor in the war.”

Rescuing children in devastated eastern Aleppo
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Assad and Putin pummel Aleppo after cease-fire fails

... and how they were covered  NEWS 5

It wasn’t all bad A Texas high school football player gave fans another rea-
son to cheer last month, after turning over his homecoming 
king crown to a friend with cerebral palsy. Fossil Ridge Pan-
thers quarterback Max Akin stunned the crowd during a half-
time ceremony when he kneeled and presented his crown 
to team equipment manager K.L. Norwood, who was also 

nominated for king. “What I 
did wasn’t as admirable as 
how K.L. treats everyone,” 
says Akin. “Loving every-
body and having a heart like 
K.L. is what really matters in 
this world.” The two teens 
were later featured on The 
Ellen Degeneres Show, 
where they both received 
$10,000 each for their heart-
warming story. 

After learning that his 15-year-old 
sister had died in a car accident, 
Mark Ross asked a friend to drive 
him from Indiana to Detroit so he 
could be with his grieving family. 
The pair were speeding down the 
highway when a policeman pulled 
them over; with an outstanding 
misdemeanor warrant for Ross and 
his friend driving on a suspended 
license, Ross assumed their next 
stop was jail. But Ohio highway pa-
trolman Sgt. David Robison heard 
Ross’ story and offered to drive 
him the remaining 100 miles to his 
family. “Everyone knows how much 
I dislike cops,” Ross later wrote on 
Facebook. “But he gave me hope.” 

A Wisconsin family can call their 
daughter’s preschool teacher a life-
saver after she agreed to donate her 
kidney to their ailing youngster. When 
Dena Carreyn’s 4-year-old daughter 
Lyla fell ill last October with a rare auto-
immune disease that causes kidney 
failure, she launched a nationwide 
search for a transplant match. Things 
were looking desperate when Lyla’s 
teacher Beth Battista told Carreyn last 
month that she would be donating a 
kidney to Lyla. “Words cannot express 
the depth of my gratitude,” said Car-
reyn. “How do you thank someone 
for saving your child’s life?” Akin and Norwood



Controversy of the week6 NEWS 

Charlotte: Were the protests justified?
The angry protests last week in Charlotte, 
N.C., may have been triggered by the 
death of Keith Lamont Scott, said Charles 
Blow in The New York Times, but make 
no mistake: This was a “primal scream” 
of rage and frustration from a black com-
munity driven “beyond the breaking point” 
by police violence. Scott, 43, was killed by 
cops last week while waiting for his son’s 
school bus in a Charlotte parking lot. Police 
say that they saw him rolling a marijuana 
joint and ordered him to leave his car, and 
that when he finally did, he emerged hold-
ing a handgun. But a police video does 
not show Scott making any sudden aggressive movement toward 
police, and in fact, he was shot as he was backing away. Scott’s 
shooting came only days after cops killed Terence Crutcher, 40, in 
Tulsa, said Chris Lebron in NYTimes.com. Not only was Crutcher 
unquestionably unarmed, but video shows he had his hands up 
when Officer Betty Shelby opened fire. Shelby has since been 
indicted for manslaughter, but Crutcher’s trial is already over. Like 
Keith Scott and hundreds of others, he was tried and put to death 
for being “black in America.”

Do the facts not matter at all? said David French in National 
Review.com. Scott’s family insisted he was carrying a book, not a 
gun. But a loaded gun was recovered at the scene with his DNA 
on it, and he was wearing an ankle holster. The officer who shot 
him was black. “When black cops are defending themselves from 
armed black men,” how can Black Lives Matter protesters blame 
“white supremacy and white oppression”? To the BLM move-
ment, said Rich Lowry in NYPost.com, every police shooting of a 
black man is proof of their anti-police narrative, “regardless of the 

facts or logic.” On the streets of Charlotte, 
where stores were looted and 16 cops were 
injured, the attitude was “Riot first, ask 
questions later.”

The Charlotte protesters do care about the 
facts, said German Lopez in Vox.com. They 
care about the fact that while Charlotte 
is 35 percent black, black motorists make 
up nearly 50 percent of those stopped by 
police, and are “more than twice as likely” 
as white drivers to then be searched. And 
they care about the fact that blacks account 
for some 30 percent of police shooting vic-

tims in the U.S., despite making up only 12 percent of the national 
population. Because of facts like these, “all it takes is one shooting 
for distrust in the police to suddenly boil over.” 

But the facts do not justify “snap judgments” about police shoot-
ings, said The Wall Street Journal in an editorial. The reality is that 
cops kill more whites than blacks each year, despite vastly higher 
rates of violent crime in black communities. It’s a myth that there’s 
“widespread racial bias in American policing.” Tell that to the fam-
ily of Terence Crutcher, said Sherrilyn Ifill in WashingtonPost.com. 
Moments before he was gunned down, a police officer in a heli-
copter overhead warned that Crutcher “looks like a bad dude,” as 
he held his hands up. Cops assume all black men are “bad dudes,” 
which is why so many lives are needlessly taken. All police depart-
ments should be required to give their cops sustained “anti-bias 
training,” as well as better training in conflict de-escalation. Terence 
Crutcher stopped on the highway because he was having car trou-
ble. Keith Lamont Scott was a dad peacefully waiting for his kid to 
get off a school bus. “And yet they’re dead.” Why?

Only in America

Cornell University’s football 
coach has been forced to 
apologize after students com-
plained that a photo he tweet-
ed of two players wearing 
sombreros was “offensive” to 
Mexicans. Coach Roy Istvan 
awarded the big hat after each 
game to honor players dis-
playing the best team spirit, 
but students accused Istvan 
of “appropriating a culture.” 
The coach apologized for his 
“cultural insensitivity.” 

A new Los  Angeles night-
club will admit only good- 
looking people. The club is be-
ing opened by  BeautifulPeople 
.com, a dating site, and will 
station beauty judges at 
the door to decide whether 
nonmembers and guests 
can enter. A site official said 
members were tired of going 
to clubs “hoping to meet simi-
larly beautiful people, only to 
spend the night wishing that 
the lighting was lower.”

Boring but important

Last-minute budget deal

Congress looked set to nar-
rowly avoid a government 
shutdown this week after 
reaching a budget deal that in-
cludes federal aid to address 
the water crisis in Flint, Mich. 
Lawmakers made the break-
through just days before the 
Sept. 30 deadline, and shortly 
after Senate Democrats 
blocked an initial stopgap bill 
because it didn’t include a 
$220 million Flint aid package. 
In a bipartisan compromise, 
the House was expected to 
pass an amendment that 
would authorize $170 million 
for Flint, allowing the Senate 
to move ahead with the mas-
sive, emergency legislation. 
The 10-week fund ing bill will 
also include $1.1 billion to 
combat the Zika virus and 
$500 million for flood relief 
in Louisiana and other states, 
and will fund the government 
through Dec. 9. 

Feeling the Holy Spirit, after Duke University scientists found 
that men are more likely to report believing in God after having sex. 
The act causes a surge of the hormone oxytocin, which promotes 
social bonding, altruism, and spirituality. “Oxytocin’s effects on 
women’s spirituality,” said a scientist, “still need to be investigated.”

The new white, after an English farmer who was fed up with 
rustlers stealing his sheep spray-painted his entire flock fluorescent 
orange. “I’m hoping that whoever is pinching them wouldn’t be 
able to hide them,” he explained.

Shaking things up, after researchers at Michigan State Uni ver-
sity found that a juddering, topsy-turvy roller coaster ride can help 
patients painlessly pass small kidney stones, especially if they sit in 
the back seat, where the shaking is most severe. 

Inside jobs, after an employee of the Royal Canadian Mint went 
on trial for allegedly stealing $140,000 worth of gold nuggets by 
hiding them in his rectum. Leston Lawrence, 35, is charged with 
taking 18 gold “pucks,” each a circular 7.4-ounce nugget. 

Curiosity, after a visitor to Poland’s Poznan Zoo noticed that a 
female bear named Ewka was playing with something odd, which 
on closer inspection turned out to be a rusty World War II grenade. 
Ewka had dug up the grenade, which was gingerly taken from her.

Manhunts, after German police began searching for a drunken 
reveler who smashed another reveler over the head with a beer 
stein at an Oktoberfest celebration. They described the perpetrator 
as having “blond hair and pale skin, and wearing lederhosen.” 

Good week for:

Bad week for:
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Miami 
Baseball star dies: The Miami Marlins 
held an emotional tribute to star pitcher 
Jose Fernandez this week, a day after 
the 24-year-old and two friends were 
killed in a late-night boating crash near 
Miami Beach. Fernandez’s 32-foot fish-
ing vessel was found by the Coast Guard 
upside down on a rocky jetty shortly after 
3:15 a.m. Friends said Fernandez was 
“distraught” and had been drinking on 
the night of the crash following an argu-
ment with his pregnant girlfriend; authori-
ties were awaiting the results of toxicology 
reports. Fernandez defected from Cuba 
at 15, making the dangerous journey to 
Mexico by boat and saving his mother 
from drowning when she fell overboard; 
an earlier attempt at defecting had landed 
him in jail. In the Marlins’ first game since 
the tragedy, players wore jerseys with 
Fernandez’s number and name. Several 
players broke down—including infielder 
Dee Gordon, who sobbed after he hit a 
home run in the team’s first at-bat.

Washington, D.C. 
9/11 law: Congress overwhelmingly 
rejected one of President Obama’s vetoes 
for the first time in his presidency this 
week, voting to override his opposition 
to a controversial bill that allows 9/11 
victims’ families to sue Saudi Arabia for 
any purported role in the 2001 terror-
ist attacks. In true bipartisan fashion, 
the Senate voted 97-1 to overturn the 
veto, while the House of Representatives 
voted 348-77. The Obama administra-
tion and other critics of the legislation, 
which amends a 1976 law that gives 
foreign nations some immunity from 
lawsuits in U.S. courts, say it would 
leave U.S. military service members, 
diplomats, and businesses vulnerable to 
legal retaliation overseas for U.S. for-
eign policy decisions. “This is not about 
severing our relationship with any one 
ally,” said Sen. John Cornyn (R-Texas). 
“This is simply a matter of justice.” 

Burlington, Wash. 
Macy’s shooting: Five people were 
killed when a gunman opened fire at the 
Cascade Mall in Burlington last week, 

gunning down 
a teenage 
girl, three 
women, and 
another man 
at a Macy’s 
makeup coun-
ter before 
calmly set-
ting his rifle 

down and walking out of the store. After 
an hours-long manhunt, alleged shooter 
Arcan Cetin, 20, was arrested while walk-
ing in a “zombie-like” state close to his 
home in nearby Oak Harbor. Authorities 
said that Cetin—who emigrated from 
Turkey as a young boy and is a legal 
permanent U.S. resident—confessed to 
the shooting, but that they didn’t yet 
know his motive. The suspect’s 
family said he had “mental health 
issues” and had been diagnosed 
with anxiety and depression in 
2015 after being charged with 
assaulting his stepfather. Cetin 
has been charged with five 
counts of first-degree murder, 
each carrying a minimum of 20 
years in prison. 

Newark, N.J. 
Bridgegate trial: New Jersey Gov. Chris 
Christie “laughed” as he was told that 
lanes leading up 
to the George 
Washington 
Bridge had been 
closed as an act 
of political retri-
bution against a 
local mayor, a for-
mer ally testified 
in federal court 
this week. Former Port Authority executive 
David Wildstein, once known as Christie’s 
“enforcer,” said he was at a 9/11 memorial 
in 2013 with the governor when he told 
him about the ensuing days-long traffic 
gridlock—designed to punish Fort Lee’s 
Democratic mayor for failing to endorse 
Christie, a Republican, for  re-election. 
Christie reacted with glee, Wildstein testi-
fied. Two other former Christie allies, Bill 

Baroni and Bridget Anne Kelly, are 
on trial over the scandal. Wildstein 

also testified that Christie, who 
denies having any knowledge 

of the scheme, treated the Port 
Authority as a “goody bag” to 
reward those who endorsed him 

with money, jobs, or private tours of 
the World Trade Center. 

Houston 
Shooting rampage: A disgruntled lawyer 

wearing a 
vintage mili-
tary uniform 
emblazoned 
with Nazi 
insignia 
opened 
fire near a 
shopping 
center in 

Houston this week, injuring at least nine 
people, before being killed in a shoot-out 
with police. Using a .45 caliber pistol and 
a .45-caliber semi-automatic “tommy 
gun,” Nathan DeSai fired off more than 
75 bullets during his rampage, and had 
more than 2,500 rounds of ammunition 
either on him or in his car, parked nearby. 
DeSai, 46, was reportedly upset about 
some “issues” involving a law firm he had 
helped establish and which subsequently 
failed, his family said. But police said 
they were also looking into the fact that 
DeSai had several vintage military collec-
tor’s items dating back to the Civil War 
at his home, including many with Nazi 
emblems. “At this point we are very open-
minded as to the motive,” said acting 
Houston Police Chief Martha Montalvo. 

Washington, D.C. 
Climate plan challenge: A federal appeals 
court appeared split along partisan lines 
over the center-
piece of President 
Obama’s climate 
change agenda this 
week, during oral 
arguments on the 
Environmental 
Protection Agency’s 
Clean Power Plan. 
Twenty-seven states 
and coal industry 
groups have chal-
lenged the plan, claiming the Obama 
administration overstepped its authority 
when it mandated that U.S. power plants 
cut emissions to 32 percent below 2005 
levels by 2030. The Clean Power Plan 
is the core of Obama’s effort to meet 
the emissions-reduction target pledged 
at the Paris climate talks in December. 
During arguments before the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit, several of 
the judges on the 10-person panel—which 
includes six Democratic appointees— 
suggested the regulations were constitu-
tional. But Republican appointee Judge 
Brett Kavanaugh said that Congress should 
weigh in. This case, said Kavanaugh, “has 
huge economic consequences.”N
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The world at a glance ...8 NEWS 

Moscow 
Separatists welcome: A Kremlin-funded organiza-
tion invited a dozen separatist groups from 
around the world to Moscow this week, includ-
ing representatives of secessionist movements 
from Texas, California, and Puerto Rico. The 
Dialogue of Nations summit was suppos-
edly intended to affirm the right to self- 
determination, but Sergei Markov—a former member of the ruling 
United Russia Party—said that the event was also staged to rattle 
Western nations. Louis Marinelli, who wants California to split 
from the U.S., told The New York Times he was thrilled to get a 
fully paid trip to Moscow to discuss how to break the “shackles of 
statehood.” No separatist group from Russia attended: Questioning 
the country’s territorial integrity is punishable by five years in prison.

Brasília 
More leaders fall: Former 
Brazilian Finance Minister Antonio 
Palocci this week became the latest 
senior politician to be arrested on cor-
ruption charges connected with a huge 
kickbacks scandal at state-run oil company Petrobras. Prosecutors 
said Palocci helped construction giant Odebrecht secure govern-
ment contracts worth millions of dollars in exchange for dona-
tions to the ruling Workers’ Party. Another former finance minis-
ter, Guido Mantega, was arrested last week on charges of taking a 
$2.5 million bribe for the party; two days earlier, former President 
Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva was ordered to stand trial on corrup-
tion charges. One of the few top Workers’ Party officials who 
hasn’t been arrested is former President Dilma Rousseff, who was 
impeached for breaching budgetary accounting rules, an infrac-
tion that doesn’t rise to the level of a crime. 

Cartagena, Colombia 
Peace and apologies: The Western Hemisphere’s longest civil 
war is officially over. Colombian President Juan Manuel Santos 
and the leader of the Marxist rebel group FARC signed a peace 
treaty this week using a pen made from a bullet. “I would like 
to ask for forgiveness for all the pain that we may have caused 
during this war,” said FARC head Timochenko, who goes by 
one name. “The horrible night has ceased,” said Santos, quot-
ing a phrase from Colombia’s national anthem. Those words 
ended a conflict that has raged for 52 years and killed more 
than 250,000 people. The accord, years in the negotiating, is a 
triumph for Santos, a former hawk. Under the deal, FARC will 
become a political party with 10 seats in the 268-seat national 
legislature. Its roughly 7,000 fighters must come out of their 
jungle camps and turn over their weapons to a United Nations 
mission. Rebels who committed crimes such as kidnapping, 
murder, and child recruitment will face tribunals, but will serve 
only community service if they confess.

Santos said Colombian authorities would take possession 
of the companies and ranches FARC has used to launder drug 
money, and it will use those assets to pay reparations to vic-

tims. Ex-guerrillas will be 
eligible for a monthly gov-
ernment stipend for two 
years and could receive a 
one-time payment of up to 
$2,000 to start a business. 
The peace deal now has to 
be approved in a national 
plebiscite on Oct. 2; polls 
show most Colombians 
support the agreement. 

Graz, Austria 
Guts in a bag: Customs agents at Graz airport got a shock last 
week when they stopped a Moroccan woman to carry out a 
random baggage check—and found pieces of her late husband’s 
intestine in her suitcase. The 35-year-old woman, who has not been 
identified, said she suspected that her husband had been poisoned 
while visiting Morocco by relatives who didn’t approve of their 
marriage. She had a doctor preserve pieces of his intestine in form-
aldehyde so they could be examined at a lab in Austria, where the 
couple lived. Police said the entrails were wrapped properly and no 
law was broken. The intestines were sent for tests.

Torez, Ukraine 
Russian missile downed plane: 
Confirming U.S. findings, an 
international investigation has 
concluded that Russia was 
complicit in the shooting down 
of Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 
over Ukraine two years ago, 
which killed all 298 people 
on board. The missile system 
that hit the plane was brought 

across the border from Russia at the request of Moscow-backed 
separatists—who wanted it to fend off airstrikes by Ukrainian 
jets—and returned to Russia the same day, the Dutch-led team of 
prosecutors said this week. The report drew on satellite informa-
tion, intercepted phone calls, social media posts, and witness testi-
mony. It does not say who gave the order to move the missile sys-
tem or fire on the plane. Flight 17 was bound from Amsterdam 
to Kuala Lumpur; most of the dead were Dutch citizens. 
Russia denied the allegations, calling the report “speculation.”
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New Delhi
Stalking capital: Women’s rights activists are calling on police 
to act against stalkers after two women were stabbed to 
death by spurned suitors in the Indian capital last week—
both in front of bystanders who did nothing. Karuna 
Prajapati, a 21-year-old teacher, was killed by a man who had 
been following and harassing her for a year, while a woman 
identified only as Lakshmi was killed by an ex-lover. National 
crime statistics show Delhi to be the stalking capital of India, 
as well as the rape capital, but police there often refuse to act, 
telling victims to work out an arrangement with the stalker. 
Activists are also calling on Bollywood to stop making mov-
ies in which persistent suitors always win over the lead actress. 

Timbuktu, Mali
Islamist vandal: For the first time, an international court has 
convicted an Islamic extremist for destroying cultural heritage 
sites. After an unusually rapid trial, the International Criminal 
Court sentenced Ahmad al-Faqi al-Mahdi to nine years in prison 
for organizing the 2012 attacks that destroyed ancient monu-

ments in Timbuktu, a UNESCO world heritage 
site, including nine mausoleums and a mosque. 

Mahdi pleaded guilty and apologized. The 
verdict is a victory for international cultural 
preservation, but Ma lians are asking why 

local and international courts haven’t yet 
prosecuted the Islamists who murdered, 
raped, and tortured hundreds of people 
during the brief insurgency.

Riyadh
Women seek independence: Saudi Arabian women are ramping up 
their campaign for equal rights. Some 15,000 Saudi women signed 
a petition, submitted to the government this week, that calls for 
an end to the country’s male guardianship system. Another 2,500 
women sent telegrams to the king. Saudi women must get permis-
sion from a husband, father, uncle, or brother 
to travel, and often to work or go to school. 
Saudi Arabia is the only country in the world 
to impose such onerous conditions on women, 
and it and Iran have the strictest dress code for 
women. But over the past year, activists have 
been making progress. Women won the right 
to vote last December, and this spring, a social 
media campaign titled #IAmMyOwnGuardian 
went viral. “I’m very proud of the young gen-
eration for being so involved in human rights,” 
said veteran activist Aziza Al-Yousef.

Beijing
Human rights lawyer convicted: China continued 
its crackdown on human rights lawyers this week 
by sentencing Xia Lin, who has defended the 
outspoken Chinese artist Ai Weiwei, to 12 years 
in prison for fraud. Xia’s lawyer said the punish-
ment appeared to be payback for Xia’s robust 
defense of Guo Yushan, a Chinese activist who 
was arrested after he supported pro-democracy 
protests in Hong Kong. China has only about 
300 lawyers who take cases for political dissi-
dents, migrant laborers, and minorities, and since 

July 2015 authorities have arrested or brought in for question-
ing most of them, accusing them of supporting a U.S.-led plot to 
topple the Communist regime.

Tel Aviv
Shimon Peres dies: Israel is mourning the 
death of statesman Shimon Peres, who died 
of a stroke this week at age 93. Born in a vil-
lage in what is now Belarus, Peres held nearly 
every high office in Israel over his long career, 
including prime minister, president, finance 

minister, and defense minister. In the 1950s he 
helped develop Israel’s military and nuclear capability, and in the 
1970s encouraged Jewish settlement in Palestinian territories. But in 
the 1980s he said that peace with Arabs would not come through 
military might alone, and as prime minister in 1986 pulled Israeli 
troops out of most of Lebanon. As foreign minister, he shared the 
1994 Nobel Peace Prize with Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat for negotiating a framework to end 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. “We live in an ancient land,” Peres 
said, “and as our land is small, so must our reconciliation be great.” 

Taipei, Taiwan
Typhoon alley: Taiwan was battered this week 
by its third typhoon in two weeks. Typhoon 
Megi hit the island nation with the force of 
a Category 4 hurricane, dumping 2 feet of 
rain, blasting winds of 130 mph, and ripping 
up trees by their roots. At least five people were 
killed and hundreds injured, including eight Japanese 
tourists who were hurt when the wind flipped their 
bus over. Some 4 million households lost power. 
A recent study in the journal Nature Geoscience found that 
typhoons have increased in number and intensity in Southeast 
Asia as climate change has warmed the oceans. 

A
P,

 R
e
u
te

rs
, 

G
e
tt

y
 (

2
),
 R

e
u
te

rs

THE WEEK October 7, 2016 

Mourning Peres

Mahdi: Wrecking history

Xia: Locked up

Al-Yousef: Equality now

Battling Megi



People10 NEWS 

Scarborough’s frenemy
Joe Scarborough’s relationship with Donald 
Trump is complicated, said Jason Zengerle 
in GQ.com. After Trump jumped into the 
Republican presidential race, the Morning Joe 
host—a former Republican congressman from 
Florida—talked him up when most pundits were 
dismissing him as a sideshow. Trump regularly 
called in to the show, and t he pair often spoke 

privately; Scarborough repeatedly tried to persuade Trump to 
tone down his rhetoric and apologize to Mexican immigrants, 
John McCain, and innumerable others he’d mocked or insulted. 
Trump finally told him, “‘I just don’t apologize. Sorry.’” After the 
GOP nominee failed to make his advertised pivot to moderation, 
Scarborough began criticizing him—even daring to note on air that 
Chris Christie and Bernie Sanders drew better ratings as Morning 
Joe guests. That was the final straw. “He basically said we weren’t 
his friends anymore,” Scarborough says. Last month Trump fired 
off a Twitter salvo proclaiming Morning Joe “unwatchable” and 
calling Scarborough and co-host Mika Brzezinski “Two clowns!” 
Scarborough may have the last word, though: “I’m working on 
Trump: The Musical,” he says, and he’s not kidding. It’ll be a com-
edy like The Book of Mormon, he says. “People are like, ‘Well, 
what if [Trump] wins?’ I go, ‘That’s even better!’”

Russell’s baseball disappointment 
Kurt Russell has been acting since he was 10, but what he really 
wanted to be was a shortstop, said Chris Heath in GQ.com. “I 
grew up in a family where you did two things,” explains Russell, 
65. “You played baseball and you acted.” His father, Bing, was 
an ex–minor leaguer who enjoyed a long screen career in support-
ing roles. Kurt discovered early that acting “was just fun to do, 
and God, you know, I couldn’t believe the amount of money you 
could make.” He became one of Walt Disney’s leading child stars, 
but never gave up on baseball, and like his dad, he made it to the 
minors, where he hit over .300. The dream died, though, after he 
tore his rotator cuff. In the hospital, a doctor came to him and said, 
“‘Aren’t you also an actor?’” Russell recalls. “I said, ‘Yeah.’ And 
he said, ‘Well, you’re an actor all the time now.’ I sat down and 
basically cried for two days, three days.” After a half-century in 
Hollywood, Russell is still going strong, but he doesn’t see acting—
or playing baseball—as a job. “I don’t work. I’ve never worked,” 
Russell says. “Doing what you want to do, that’s not work. When 
you’re working, you’re doing sometimes things that you don’t want 
to do—you’d rather be doing something else. That’s work.”

Alek Wek is nothing if not adaptable, said Anna Murphy in The 

Times (U.K.). The 39-year-old supermodel was born in what is now 
South Sudan, one of nine children crammed into a two-bedroom 
home with no running water or electricity. At 9, she became a 
refugee when her village was overrun during the Sudanese civil 
war. “Walking, thousands of us,” she says. “It was literally a battle 
for survival, living in the bush with nothing. Thank God for my 
parents. They knew which plants were poisonous, which were 
not.” Wek eventually made it out of Sudan and was given asylum 
in Great Britain. “It was such a different culture,” she says. “I had 
to learn to speak English, how to read and write.” Then, at 19, she 
was spotted by a model agent, the start of a career that has seen 
her represent virtually every major designer and adorn scores 
of magazine covers. But first, Wek had to deal with some of the 
industry’s cruel absurdities—such as being told to lose weight. 
“It was outrageous,” she says. “I had nearly starved, literally, yet 
they were telling me I was too fat. I went to some shows and they 
were like, ‘Oh, she doesn’t fit the clothes,’ so somebody said, ‘She 
should lose 10 pounds.’ I just looked at them like, ‘Are you crazy?’” 
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From starvation to supermodel

Disgraced former congressman Antho-
ny Weiner is under both federal and 
local investigation for his latest sex-
ting scandal, which this time alleg-
edly involved an underage 15-year-
old girl. A report in DailyMail.com 
claims that Weiner began texting 
the unnamed high school student 
in January—months before wife 
and longtime Hillary Clinton aide 

Huma Abedin announced she was 
ending their marriage. Weiner, 52, 
allegedly encouraged the girl, who 
he knew was underage, to dress up 
in her school uniform and perform 
sexual acts over Skype. Both the New 
York City police and the U.S. attorney 

in Manhattan are looking into whether 
Weiner committed a crime. Weiner didn’t 
deny communicating with the teen, but said 
he was the subject of “a hoax.” He added, 
“I have no one to blame but me for putting 
myself in this position.”

The divorce of the century has turned 
extremely nasty: The FBI is evaluating 
whether to investigate allegations of child 
abuse against Brad Pitt, days after wife 
Angelina Jolie announced she was ending 
their marriage “for the health of her family.” 
Authorities are investigating claims that 
Pitt, 52, flew into a drunken rage while on 
board a plane from France to Los Angeles 
with Jolie, 41, and their six kids, and that he 
physically confronted 15-year-old son Mad-
dox when the teen stepped in to defend his 
mom. Pitt’s camp said that Jolie was smear-

ing Pitt so that the actress could win sole 
custody of the kids and take them with her 
as she travels the world as a special envoy 
for the United Nations. An insider told Us 
Weekly that Jolie was “devastated” but was 
fed up with Pitt’s marijuana and alcohol use. 
Pitt was said to have been shocked by the 
divorce filing and “is beside himself.”

Visiting Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu was both booed and applauded 
while taking his seat for Broadway’s sold-out 
show Hamilton. Two women were escorted 
out after screaming “Free Palestine!” Other 
theatergoers complained about the full-body 
scanners they had to pass through before 
Netanyahu’s arrival. “It’s hard enough get-
ting to see Hamilton on a Saturday night,” 
tweeted one. “Netanyahu just [added] 
airport security.”
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What is the alt-right?
It’s a weird mix of old-school neo-Nazis, con-
spiracy theorists, anti-globalists, and young 
right-wing internet trolls—all united in the 
belief that white male identity is under attack 
by multicultural, “politically correct” forces. 
Alt-righters are primarily active online, where 
they taunt progressive and mainstream con-
servative opponents with anti-Semitic, misogy-
nistic, or racist emails, tweets, and other social 
media posts, and exchange white-nationalist 
memes and conspiracy theories on anonymous 
forums like Reddit and 4chan. Another major 
alt-right platform is Breitbart.com, a right-wing 
news site that was given a major boost when 
Breitbart head Stephen Bannon was named 
CEO of Donald Trump’s Republican presiden-
tial campaign in August. As a result, the alt-
right has become “the most important pushback 
against having a multicultural and pluralistic society since the 
1920s Klan,” says investigative journalist Chip Berlet, who studies 
extreme right-wing movements.

Where did the movement originate?
The term “alternative right” was apparently coined in 2008 by 
Duke-educated historian Richard Spencer to describe right-wingers 
who feel “deeply alienated, intellectually, even emotionally and 
spiritually, from American conservatism.” Among this alternative-
right fringe, there was a growing sense that America had been 
abandoned by weak and feckless “cuckservatives”—conservatives 
who had been “cuckolded” or emasculated by their failure to fight 
diversity, globalization, and immigration. Spencer founded a new 
online publication called Alternative Right, filled with pseudo-
scientific essays on race and genetics, with titles like “Is Black 
Genocide Right?” That intellectual 
tone disappeared as a younger breed of 
meme-posting right-wingers took over 
the movement, which they rebranded 
the more internet-friendly “alt-right.” 
Fifty years ago, “these people were 
burning crosses,” says Jonathan 
Greenblatt of the Anti-Defamation 
League. “Today they’re burning up 
Twitter.”

Who are today’s alt-righters?
The movement’s leading provocateur, 
Milo Yiannopoulos (see box), defines 
the alt-right as a “young, rebellious 
contingent who feel a mischievous urge 
to blaspheme, break all the rules, and 
say the unsayable.” Alt-righters have 
their own lexicon—“libtards” for liber-
als and “cucks” for mainstream conser-
vatives, to name two of the least offen-
sive terms—and their own imagery. One 
of the most-used memes is Pepe the 
frog, a once popular Millennial cartoon 
reclaimed by white supremacists on 
4chan. Pepe is regularly posted wearing 
Nazi insignia or even depicted as Trump 

himself. Trump’s eldest son, Donald Trump 
Jr., recently posted a Pepe image; he later 
claimed he had no idea it was associated with 
white supremacy. Another signature alt-right 
trick is to use “echoes,” or triple parentheses, 
around a person’s name when mocking him 
or her online—a signal to fellow anti-Semites 
that the person is Jewish. 

What about Breitbart?
The site is the unofficial media hub for the alt-
right, and home to Yiannopoulos himself. Typical 
posts include “Big gay hate machine closes 
Christian pizza parlor” and “Birth control makes 
women unattractive and crazy.” Breitbart’s beating 
heart is Stephen Bannon, a former Goldman Sachs 
banker who has made it his personal mission to 
“professionalize” the wildest, angriest fringes of 
the alt-right. Bannon—whose ex-wife accused him 

of domestic violence and anti-Semitic comments—has been behind 
the alt-right’s most sensational campaigns. “If there’s an explosion 
or a fire somewhere,” says Matthew Boyle, Breitbart’s Washington 
political editor, “Steve’s probably nearby with some matches.”

How does Trump fit in?
Trump began his national political career as the leading champion 
of birtherism—the belief that President Obama was born abroad 
and is therefore an illegitimate president. This has long been one of 
the alt-right’s favorite conspiracy theories. Since Trump announced 
his presidential run last year, he has been the alt-right’s candidate 
of choice—both for his outrageous, say-anything tone, and for his 
nativist proposals to ban Muslim immigrants and deport Mexicans. 
“[Trump’s] fighting for us. He’s saying we’re going to be great 
again,” says Spencer, the founder of the alternative right. “He’s done 

more to awaken that nationalism than 
anyone in my lifetime. I love him.”

Is the alt-right here to stay?
Even if Trump loses in November, 
the movement could continue to be a 
powerful political force. Bannon and 
Trump’s rumored backup scheme is to 
launch a provocative alt-right media 
empire that will capitalize on Trump’s 
popularity and compete with Fox 
News. There’s also the wider fear that 
the alt-right’s emergence into main-
stream political discourse—accompa-
nied by white supremacist, racist, and 
misogynist ideas and language—may 
have prompted a broader cultural 
shift in America. “Something hap-
pened in 2015 with the emergence 
of Trump.... Something was let loose 
by him,” says conservative commen-
tator John Podhoretz. “This code 
language—‘It’s time to stop being 
politically  correct’—is something he 
never defines. It’s liberating, but there’s 
no limiting factor. Somehow he has let 
loose this dark force.”

Briefing NEWS 11

From top left: Milo, Pepe, Bannon

The rise of the alt-right
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The alt-right’s enfant terrible
One of the most famous figureheads of the 
alt-right is self-styled provocateur Milo Yianno-
poulos, or just Milo—a bleached-blond gay 
Brit who rails against feminism, Islam, and the 
“guilt- mongerers” of the progressive left. Milo 
has declared his birthday as World Patri archy 
Day, and set up an educational “charity” for white 
men called the Yianno pou los Privilege Grant. In 
his mission to provoke outrage, Milo has formed 
some unnatural alliances. At this year’s Republican 
National Convention, he and anti-Islam conserva-
tives held a “Gays for Trump” party, which Milo 
attended wearing a bulletproof vest and a tank 
top with a rainbow fist holding a gun and the cap-
tion “We shoot back.” And while Milo has spoken 
openly about his erotic attraction to “tall black 
men,” his followers include some of the most 
extreme white supremacist voices on the alt-right. 
In July, he was banned by Twitter after launching 
a racist trolling campaign against black comedian 
Leslie Jones. Milo’s shock humor has a dark side, 
says Heidi Beirich from the Southern Poverty Law 
Center, which tracks hate groups. “It’s like he’s jok-
ing: ‘Ha ha, let me popularize the worst ideas that 
ever existed.’ That’s new, and that’s scary.” 

Once confi ned to the internet’s fringes, the extremist movement has been emboldened by the rise of Donald Trump.
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A Colorado woman was 
rushed to the hospital after 
she was accidentally stabbed 
by her dog. Celinda Haynes 
said that her Chesapeake 
Bay retriever, Mia, grabbed a 
paring knife from the kitchen 
counter in his teeth, hoping 
to play fetch with its owner. 
Haynes tried to tempt Mia to 
drop her sharp new toy with 
some doggie treats. But the 
dog ran for the treats with the 
knife in her mouth, making a 
4-inch-long gash in Haynes’ 
arm. “We’re not charging Mia 
with anything, because she’s 
a dog,” police said.

A rescue pup is being hailed 
as Britain’s most de struc tive 
canine after it de mol ished a 
$2,600 sofa, gnawing its way 
down to the wooden frame 
and springs, in just three 
hours. Sharon John ston 
adopted 
Peaches, an 
abandoned 
bichon frise– 
poodle-
bulldog 
cross, when 
the mutt was 3 days old. In 
the year since, the diminu-
tive dog has caused some 
$6,500 worth of damage to 
the mom-of-two’s home, 
chewing up a door, a table, 
chairs, a lawn mower, and 
the expensive sofa. But John-
ston isn’t angry. “As long as 
she’s happy then I am, too,” 
she said. 

Police in Barnstable, Mass., 
were left scratching their 
heads when a British woman 
from Barnstaple in the U.K. 
called to report a car crash. 
Theresa Saunders had asked 
her smartphone’s digital 
voice assistant to call the 
Barnstaple police station, but 
instead it put her through 
to authorities in Barnstable, 
some 3,000 miles away. 
The answering officer, Mark 
McWilliams, did not recog-
nize the landmarks named 
by Saunders and eventually 
realized she was calling from 
another continent. “Our 
response time,” McWilliams 
told Saunders, “is gonna be 
about six hours.” 

It must be true...
I read it in the tabloids

In blue states, liberals are streaming into therapists’ offices for treatment 
of a new kind of mental disorder, said Michelle Goldberg. With polls 
showing that a Donald Trump victory is within the realm of possibility, 
“a hallucinatory sense of slow-motion doom is descending” on every-
one who finds him abhorrent. Shrinks tell me their patients are having 
Trump-inspired nightmares, insomnia, and digestive problems. They 
can’t fathom why anyone would support a narcissistic, erratic bully, and 
fear that Trump will divide the nation so badly we will descend into 
a civil war, or that he will launch a nuclear attack on another nation. 
Many have stopped watching TV and reading Trump stories because 
their feelings have become overwhelming. Therapists tell me that Trump 
particularly unnerves people of color, who fear his election would usher 
in a resurgence of open bigotry. Women, meanwhile, see in Trump the 
worst traits of domineering ex-boyfriends and fathers. For millions of 
people, this feels “less like an election than a national nervous break-
down.” The most curious aspect of this freak-out, therapists tell me, is 
that it’s not neurotic. “People with anxiety disorders tend to imagine 
that catastrophe is imminent—but in this case, they may not be wrong.”

“Climate change is here,” said Tim Dickinson. Drought, fire, and floods 
of an intensity not seen before in our lifetimes are wreaking devasta-
tion throughout the U.S. Southern California was so hot and dry in 
August—with 122 degrees Fahrenheit recorded in Palm Springs—that 
wooded areas exploded like kindling under a blowtorch. One wildfire 
spawned fire tornadoes and a rapidly moving, 90-foot-high wall of 
flames that consumed 30,000 acres in a single day. In Louisiana, a bi-
zarre superstorm dumped up to 30 inches of rain, inundating more than 
60,000 homes. It was the second “one-in-1,000-year” rainfall event to 
hit the state this year. Climatologists say there’s no doubt that man-made 
greenhouse gases are making extreme weather events more common-
place. Why? A hotter atmosphere absorbs more water. In dry climates, 
that leaves soils and trees bone-dry. In wet regions like the coastal South, 
“the atmosphere can become supersaturated,” leading to biblical rain-
storms. But the devastating weather events we’re experiencing are not 
“acts of God.” All of us have contributed to making this planet hotter. 
And the consequences are just beginning. 

To have a better understanding of America’s immigration debate, look 
at Sweden and Norway, said Tom Cotton and Mike Pompeo. The two 
Scandinavian countries “have adopted sharply different approaches to 
immigration, and have reaped sharply different outcomes.” Sweden 
threw open its doors to Syrian refugees and other migrants in 2013, 
and more than 280,000 have poured into the small country, the most 
migrants per capita of any European nation. Swedish society could not 
assimilate the influx of immigrants—most of whom are poor, young, 
male, and undereducated—and now must dedicate 7 percent of its total 
budget to services for them. Not surprisingly, angry voters have made an 
anti-immigrant party, the Sweden Democrats, the third-largest party in 
Parliament; amid great political turmoil, the government finally imposed 
strict border controls this summer. Norway, by contrast, accepted 8,000 
migrants on humanitarian grounds but adopted strict immigration lim-
its. Norwegians are largely content with this policy. “The parallels to the 
U.S. immigration debate are clear.” It’s not xenophobic to oppose large-
scale immigration, or to want “the priority of America’s immigration 
policy to be the economic and social interests of American citizens.”

A nervous
breakdown
over Trump
Michelle Goldberg

Slate.com

Sweden’s 
immigration
lesson
U.S. Sen. Tom Cotton
U.S. Rep. Mike Pompeo

The Wall Street Journal

Living in
a changed
climate
Tim Dickinson

RollingStone.com

“We urge Americans to be mindful of their leading role and international respon-
sibilities as a great country and a great democracy when they go into the voting 

booths. Your mistake might spell a global disaster. There is no substitute for America as a pillar of 
world stability, and no one to contain an American Duce. Suddenly, browsing the world map, I recog-
nize possible contours of the scenario described by George Orwell in the prophetic book he called sim-
ply 1984: three autocratic powers dominating the international landscape, each seized by fear, bigotry, 
and nationalism and controlled by the one and only strong leader or a politburo. Did Orwell simply 
make a 32-year mistake in timing?” Former Russian Minister Andrei Kozyrev in The Washington Post

Viewpoint
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UNITED KINGDOM
British taxpayers may be on the hook for another 
one of Boris Johnson’s swindles, said Giles Fraser. 
While serving as London’s mayor, Johnson—now 
the U.K.’s foreign  secretary— approved a “garden 
bridge” across the Thames: a pedestrian walkway 
that would have trees and shrubbery. Proponents 
claim the project would help “areas in need of 
regeneration,” but it’s hard to see how, since it will 
connect the already swank South Bank with the 
Temple district and its many barristers’ offices. In 
fact, the bridge is “a private development that has 
been offered, and already burned through, sub-
stantial financial support from the public purse.” 

Taxpayers are expected to cover $80 million of 
the $240 million price tag, but their access to the 
bridge will be limited; it will often be closed for 
law firms’ and ad agencies’ private soirees. The 
flowery rhetoric about green space on the river is 
just “environmental camouflage for a corporate 
takeover” of public space. Fortunately, our new 
mayor, Sadiq Khan, has announced a review of the 
project, and he may kill it outright. Let’s hope so. 
Johnson has littered the capital with “fancy high-
rise glass towers, owned offshore, lights never on.” 
They are designed to impress, but offer little to or-
dinary  Londoners—“just like the garden bridge.”

Turkish Cypriots aren’t proposing a real reunifica-
tion of our island, said Simerini in an editorial. 
Cyprus has been divided into a Greek southern 
half and a Turkish northern half since 1974, 
when Turkey responded to a Greek Cypriot 
military coup by invading and occupying part 
of the island, driving Greek Cypriots from their 
homes. Multiple negotiations for a central govern-
ment stalled over the years, but a new push for 
peace was launched in 2015 after the election of 
Mustafa Akinci as leader of the internationally 
unrecognized Turkish territory. Hope surged in 
the hearts of all Cypriots. Sadly, we were misled. 
“What Akinci is trying to negotiate is not a re-

unification but a division.” He insists that Turkey 
should remain the guarantor power for Turkish 
Cypriots, with the right to intervene on the is-
land as it deems necessary. That means “not the 
withdrawal of the Turkish army, but its legitimiza-
tion.” The island’s proposed federal government 
would not have the final say in the north. Cyprus 
would be left with two states, one of them en-
tirely inhospitable to the Greek population that 
lived there for millennia. A Greek refugee trying 
to go home would be “faced with a horde of set-
tlers waiting to chase him away with stones and 
sticks.” That is not a solution to the Cyprus prob-
lem: “It is the destruction of Cyprus.” 
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Nicolas Sarkozy is race baiting, said 
Louis Hausalter in Marianne. The 
former president is eager to be the 
presidential nominee of the center-
right Republican Party in next year’s 
election. But when talking about 
Muslim immigrants, he sounds more 
like a candidate from the far-right 
National Front. “If you want to be-
come French, you speak French, you 
live like the French, and you don’t try 
to change a way of life that has been 
ours for so many years,” Sarkozy 
said last week. “Once you are French, 
your ancestors are the Gauls.” He 
noted that his father was a Hungar-
ian immigrant and his mother part Greek, but that they did not 
teach him the history or language of either of those countries. 
Of course, we all know that the phrase “our ancestors, the 
Gauls” is a dog whistle. It was used in patriotic propaganda in 
the 1920s and ’30s and is used now by the far right as part of an 
agenda that is “racist and hostile to immigration.” 

Sarkozy’s contention is both “ridiculous and appalling,” said 
Laurent Joffrin in Libération. It’s silly because historically, the 
ancient Gauls are no more our ancestors than the Romans, 
Visigoths, Franks, Vikings, Jews, Arabs, Spaniards, Armenians, 
and others who have traveled through and settled our lands. It’s 
dangerous because it seeks to force immigrants to renounce their 
culture of origin. That was never required of any minority in 
France before—“not the Catalans or Corsicans or the Bretons, 
not the Chinese or Alsatians”—except French Muslims. They 

and they alone are being targeted as 
somehow un-French.

You know what is typically French? 
Racism, said Gérard Noiriel in Le 
Monde. This country went through 
a similar period of demonizing im-
migrants in the 1930s. In 1932, 
French President Paul Doumer was 
assassinated by a Russian refugee; 
two years later, the foreign minister 
was killed by a Bulgarian terror-
ist. French citizens felt a “growing 
sense of insecurity, a feeling ma-
nipulated by journalists and politi-
cians.” Xenophobic laws followed: 

New naturalized citizens were banned from careers in medicine 
and the law for up to 10 years, and couldn’t vote for five years. 
France became obsessed with the supposed threat to French 
identity from black colonial subjects and from French Jews. It 
was a short hop from there to the Vichy Regime of World War II 
and collaboration with the Nazis. 

But Sarkozy is right about the need for a national identity, said 
Dimitri Casali in Le Figaro. The French have become “cham-
pions at self-flagellation.” Left-leaning elites are teaching our 
children “that the French were all horrible slave traders in the 
18th century, infamous colonizers in the 19th century, and col-
laborators in the 20th century.” We need “to create a grand 
national story, inclusive and balanced,” to teach all our citizens 
what is great about France. It need not be based on bloodlines, 
but it should be based in pride. 

Another
corporate
boondoggle
Giles Fraser

The Guardian

CYPRUS

Sarkozy: You’re all Gauls now.

Why Turkey’s
military
must leave
Editorial

Simerini
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Bollywood is in crisis, said Manu Joseph. For 
years, most Hindi films have bombed at the Indian 
box office, but recently the losses have grown too 
big. Disney India’s historical epic Mohenjo Daro 
was such an epic flop, earning less than half of its 
$20 million budget, that the company announced 
it wouldn’t make any more Hindi films. Such disas-
ters could be avoided. A typical Bollywood movie 
“presumes that you love the star more than the 
story.” So the star is the highest paid, even though 
he or she is usually “the least talented person in the 
project.” More than half the budget on a typical 

Hindi film goes to the actors, leaving little money 
for anything else, including the writing. The star 
can even dictate the plot. Actor Sunny Deol, whose 
family is Bollywood royalty, told me he refuses to 
play a character who dies because “The Deols don’t 
die.” The result is that Hindi films are boring and 
predictable, and are drawing ever fewer viewers. It’s 
now common for a major Hollywood film dubbed 
into Hindi to gross more than any Bollywood film 
released that same year. Bollywood needs to stand 
up to the stars and make movies “for all of us who 
love stories more than dumb faces.”

Tens of thousands of South Africans have been 
languishing for years in pretrial detention, said 
Marché Arends. These people may well be in-
nocent, but they are in remand, held before trial 
because they either can’t make bail or were denied 
bail. Some of them are held in tiny cells in solitary 
confinement for 23 hours a day, while others are 
crammed into teeming, overcrowded facilities. 
None gets access “to any of the services available 
to sentenced inmates.” That means no library 
books, no visits with social workers, not even ac-
cess to basic recreational items like a soccer ball 
for their one hour of solitary outdoor recreation. 

That’s because in theory, remand is just for a short 
period. But South Africa’s court system has mas-
sive backlogs, so many remandees wait in prison 
for four, five, or more years for their trial. The 
government tried to fix the problem in 2013, 
when it passed an amendment requiring that the 
case of any remandee detained longer than two 
years must be reviewed by a judge. Unfortunately, 
the measure amended the law that governs pris-
ons, not the courts, so it doesn’t compel the judge 
to do anything to help the detainee. The result? 
“No one is held to account” when innocent people 
are deprived of their liberty. D
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Stars made
Bollywood
boring
Manu Joseph

Hindustan Times

Imprisoned
but never
convicted
Marché Arends

DailyMaverick.co.za

A horrifying case of police 
torture has exposed the fail-
ings of Mexico’s corrupt 
justice system, said Álvaro 
Enrique in El Universal. 
Ten years ago, police in the 
town of San Salvador Atenco 
broke up a protest by flower 
sellers in the most violent 
way, rounding up dozens 
of women and then raping 
and beating them. No officer 
was ever punished. Now the 
Inter-American Commission 
on Human Rights has referred the case to the Inter-American 
Court—an independent judiciary with legal authority over Mex-
ico. The court could force Mexico to investigate the entire chain 
of command, right up to President Enrique Peña Nieto, who was 
governor of the State of México at the time. Peña Nieto surely 
didn’t order the police to rape the women, but the commission’s 
investigation “leaves no room for doubt that his administration 
failed to pursue” the officers responsible for this act of barba-
rism. Why are we talking about this now? Because The New 
York Times, “the most powerful newspaper in the world’s most 
powerful country,” last week devoted several pages to the vic-
tims’ stories—their photographs, their words, their pain. “I have 
not overcome it, not even a little,” said one of the women, Maria 
Patricia Romero Hernández. “It is something that haunts me.”

The government insists it has been doing all it can, said Carlos 
Quiroz in Excélsior. More than 30 people have been arrested 
in connection with the accusations, and officials say they have 
taken “structural measures” to ensure that police will never 

again commit such shock-
ing crimes. But not one of 
the people arrested in con-
nection with this case has 
been convicted of anything, 
said Julio Hernández López 
in La Jornada San Luis. 
That’s because Peña Nieto’s 
regime has a pattern of 
obstructing justice and cov-
ering for police brutality. 
Just look at the 43 student 
protesters who vanished in 
2014 after being stopped 

by local police in the southwest city of Iguala. The Peña Nieto 
administration “prevented a thorough investigation, manipu-
lated records and proceedings,” and refused to allow “reliable 
international bodies” access to evidence. What are they hiding? 
There is no justice in Peña Nieto’s Mexico. 

The president is fast becoming an international pariah, said 
Raymundo Riva Palacio in El Financiero. The Times story 
appeared just as Peña Nieto landed in New York City for the 
United Nations General Assembly. “Nobody wanted to talk to 
him.” The only bilateral meeting he managed to schedule was 
with Aung San Suu Kyi, foreign minister of Myanmar, a country 
“with which Mexican relations are practically nonexistent.” But 
the president can’t blame the Times alone for his woes. Corrup-
tion scandals and a surge in drug violence had already sunk his 
approval rating at home to a record low of 23 percent, and his 
meeting in August with virulently anti-Mexican Donald Trump 
further damaged his standing in Mexico and abroad. We are 
watching a presidency self-destruct in slow motion.

Mexico: Covering up for rapist cops?

Three of the women who were brutalized by police in San Salvador Atenco
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Murders in the U.S. rose 
10.8 percent last year—
the biggest single-year 
percentage jump since 
1971, according to new 
FBI data. The increase 
wasn’t uniform; it was 
driven by spikes in 10 large 
cities with major tension 
between the police and the 
black community, includ-
ing Baltimore, Chicago, 
and Houston. Still, the 
murder rate is lower than it 
was in 2009.  
The Wall Street Journal

The Trump campaign 
has paid Trump’s own 
businesses $8.2 million for 
services, including rent, 
food, and facilities. Trump 
has also charged the U.S. 
Secret Service $1.6 million 
so its agents can follow 
him around on a Trump-
owned plane. 
Politico.com

The internet went wild 
over a photo of Michelle 

Obama 
hugging 
George 
W. Bush at 
the open-
ing of the 
National 

Museum of African Ameri-
can History and Culture 
last weekend. Some were 
touched by the bipartisan-
ship displayed, while oth-
ers photo shopped various 
figures in place of Bush, 
including Donald Trump. 
Slate.com

Some 3.5 million Amer-
i cans climbed out of pov-
erty last year, according to 
census data. Job creation 
and a higher minimum 
wage were the main driv-
ers of the decline.  
The New York Times

 The ashes of author 
Truman Capote have been 
sold at auction in Los 
Angeles for $45,000. “If it 
wasn’t Truman Capote, it 
would have been disre-
spectful,” said Julien’s 
Auctions president Darren 
Julien, noting that Capote 
loved attention.  
CNN.com

Cruz: A stunning reversal on Trump
Well, “it took Ted Cruz all of 
two months to sell his soul,” 
said Charles Pierce in Esquire 
.com. In July, the Texas senator 
stood before a booing audience 
at the Republican National 
Convention and defiantly 
encouraged Republicans to 
“vote their conscience” rather 
than for nominee Donald 
Trump—a man he had blasted 
during their primary fight as 
“utterly amoral” and a “patho-
logical liar.” Now that Trump 
is tied with Democratic rival Hillary Clinton in 
the polls, though, Cruz has had a change of heart: 
“After many months of careful consideration,” 
he wrote in a Facebook post last week, “I have 
decided that on Election Day, I will vote for the 
Republican nominee.” He still has “many dis-
agreements” with Trump, Cruz explained, but 
the prospect of a liberal Clinton presidency is 
“wholly unacceptable.”
 
Cruz’s “stunning about-face” has shocked and 
angered his supporters, said Russell Berman in 
TheAtlantic.com. During Trump’s “astonishingly 
dirty” campaign, he implied Cruz’s wife was ugly 
and accused his father of involvement in the Ken-
nedy assassination. To kiss Trump’s ring after those 
smears isn’t just pathetic—it badly damages Cruz’s 
brand among the NeverTrumpers as a “conserva-

tive who fights on principle.” 
But Cruz had “no good 
options” now that the polls have 
tightened, said Jonathan Tobin 
in Commentary  Magazine.com. 
Had Cruz refused to endorse 
Trump and the real estate 
mogul then suffered an ago-
nizingly narrow defeat, GOP 
leaders and the party’s Clinton-
hating base would have blamed 
him for ushering in “a liberal 
apocalypse.”
 

If it wasn’t obvious before, said Jennifer Rubin in 
The Washington Post, every stance Cruz takes is 
entirely self-serving. When he stood up to Trump 
in July, it wasn’t about “conservative ideals”; it 
was so he could frame himself as Ronald Rea-
gan’s loyal heir in a 2020 presidential bid. He 
now has reversed himself because GOP Chairman 
Reince Priebus made it clear that unless Cruz 
endorsed Trump, he wouldn’t have the backing 
of the party in either his 2018 Senate re election 
bid or in 2020. So much for Cruz’s principles. 
But by surrendering his dignity to Trump, said 
Josh Barro in BusinessInsider.com, Cruz hasn’t 
helped his grand ambition to become president. 
In four years, Republicans will think of him as an 
unprincipled clown so desperate for power that 
he “does not even care if another man calls his 
father a murderer and his wife ugly.”

Noted

Democrats, you have a “Samantha Bee problem,” 
said Ross Douthat in The New York Times. Late-
night comedy and talk shows used to focus on 
entertainment and laughs, but today, nearly all of 
them are hosted by smug, indignant liberals like 
Bee, Stephen Colbert, and John Oliver. Their spe-
cialty: “hectoring monologues” mocking conser-
vatives. Other cultural institutions are also being 
“dragged further to the left”: Award shows have 
embraced “the race-gender-sexual identity agenda 
in full”; universities indoctrinate students with 
those same ideas; “even the NFL is having its Black 
Lives Matter moment,” with multiple players join-
ing Colin Kaepernick’s national anthem protests. 
To the Left, these developments signal “cultural 
victory,” but out there in flyover country, millions 
of Americans are feeling scorned, “suffocated,” 
and alienated. They’re voting for Donald Trump 
as an act of rebellion—a rare chance to “register 
dissent” against this “new cultural orthodoxy.”

Sounds like conservatives want their own “safe 
spaces,” said Silpa Kovvali in Salon.com. Appar-
ently, late-night comedy is “triggering” and makes 
“white Americans feel vulnerable and under 
attack.” If pop culture considers black, Hispanic, 
gay, and trans people fully equal members of soci-

ety, and makes of fun of people who are panicked 
over transwomen in women’s bathrooms, “it is 
inherently alienating” to straight, white, socially 
conservative men. Support for “basic human 
rights” shouldn’t be a partisan and alienating act, 
said Sarah Rense in Esquire.com. When conserva-
tives say they feel suffocated by comedians stand-
ing up for the rights of gays, blacks, and other 
minorities, what they’re really saying is they miss 
“the good old days,” when these people had no 
rights and were targets of jokes themselves. 

But surely liberals can see that the “late-night 
lefty-comedian industrial complex” is fueling the 
resentment that gave rise to Trump, said The 
Scrapbook in WeeklyStandard.com. “The more 
rabid their attempts to discredit Trump, the more 
they help him.” It is surely no coincidence that 
Jimmy   Fallon—whose apolitical, joking banter 
with Trump outraged liberals—has the high-
est late-night ratings. What’s wrong with simply 
making people laugh? said Ben Domenech in The  
Federalist .com. Shrill, self-righteous “humor” isn’t 
very funny. If all culture serves a single, politi-
cal ideology, “we risk a culture where the tribes 
become increasingly permanent, and increasingly 
incapable of talking one to another.”

Cultural liberalism: ‘Suffocating’ conservatives?

Cruz: My conscience has evolved.
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“We can be 
knowledgeable with other 

men’s knowledge, 
but we cannot be wise 

with other men’s wisdom.”
Michel de Montaigne, 
quoted in Forbes.com

“Concentration comes 
out of a combination of 
confidence and hunger.”

Arnold Palmer, 
quoted in USA Today 

“Dismiss whatever 
insults your own soul, 

and your very flesh shall be 
a great poem.” 
Walt Whitman, 

quoted in Pitchfork.com

“He who cannot put 
his thoughts on ice 

should not enter into the 
heat of dispute.”

Friedrich Nietzsche, 
quoted in the New York Post

“Genius is nothing more 
nor less than childhood 

recovered at will.”
Baudelaire, 

quoted in B rainPickings.org

“The best lack all 
conviction, while the 
worst are filled with 
passionate intensity.”

W.B. Yeats, 
quoted in NYTimes.com

“Men are afraid that 
women will laugh at them. 

Women are afraid that 
men will kill them.”

Margaret Atwood, 
quoted in the Montreal Gazette
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Poll watch

When voters were asked 
to rank their concerns 
about the presidential can-
didates, 69% cited Donald 
Trump’s comments about 
women, immigrants, 
and Muslims; 66% listed 
Trump’s “not having the 
temperament to serve as 
commander in chief”; 64% 
cited Hillary Clinton’s use 
of a private email server; 
62% pointed to Clinton’s 
judgment in dealing with 
Syria, Iraq, and Libya; and 
59% cited Trump’s praise 
for Vladimir Putin. 
NBC News/ 
Wall Street Journal 
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Brangelina: The end of an era 
“Farewell, Brangelina—and the dream 
that love can last,” said Mary Valle in The 
Guardian.com. Before Hollywood’s golden 
couple stunned the world with the news 
that they were divorcing, “the Brad 
Pitt–Angelina Jolie union appeared per-
fect,’’ glamorous, fruitful, and featur-
ing two of the world’s most attractive 
people. Now Brangelina has crashed 
and burned, amid accusations of child 
abuse and substance issues—and 
“it’s clear nothing can be trusted.” 
Their breakup feels like “the end of 
an era,” said Anne Helen Petersen in 
BuzzFeed.com, given how thoroughly 
their relationship dominated the celebrity-
gossip world for a decade. When the two 
met on a film set in 2004, “Pitt was 
still married to America’s Sweetheart, 
Jennifer Aniston, and their tanned-and-highlighted 
life was figured as the nation’s ideal relationship.” 
Then along came femme fatale Jolie, a deep, 
troubled woman with dark, exotic beauty and a 
wild sexual history. Pitt was hooked—and a new 
cultural phenomenon was born.

Before they got together, “Brad and Angelina 
were A-listers,” said Stephanie Merry in The 
Washington Post. But together, “Brangelina was 
transcendent.” As the pair came out publicly and 
embarked on a redemptive humanitarian tour 
from Cambodia to Darfur, adopting children 

as they went, they each became “bet-
ter, more elevated versions of their 
famous-person selves.” Brad went 
from a vapid Missouri pretty boy to 
a “formidable” actor and producer; 

Jolie, with her brood of six chil-
dren, took on “an earth-mother 
image.” That’s why there’s also a 

healthy dose of schadenfreude in the 
reaction to their breakup, said Lili 
Loofbourow in TheWeek.com. After 
years of “meticulous image manage-
ment” and avowals of domestic bliss, 
we have discovered Brad and Angie 
are mere mortals after all. 

Let us mourn, said Maureen Callahan 
in the New York Post. Brangelina 
was “our last great Hollywood cou-

ple.” Like their golden megastar predecessors—
“Bogart and Bacall, Hepburn and Tracy, Liz and 
Dick”—everything the Jolie-Pitts did was outsize 
and hopelessly romantic. For Pitt’s 50th birthday, 
Jolie bought him a $20 million, heart-shaped 
island. They had their own castle, Chateau Mira-
val, and when they finally married in 2014, “Jolie 
wore a white bridal gown festooned with her 
children’s ink drawings.” Brangelina was every-
thing the public wanted of a “grand Hollywood 
romance”—and now it’s over. “Their last gift to 
us, their captive, enraptured audience? An equally 
spectacular divorce.” 

One of the big disputes of the first presidential 
debate this week was “over, of all things, a local 
crime-fighting policy,” said German Lopez in 
Vox.com. During a segment on policing, Donald 
Trump repeated his previous assertion that he 
wanted to replicate New York’s now-defunct 
stop-and-frisk program in big cities such as 
Chicago. The Republican nominee claimed the 
policy—which encouraged cops to stop and 
search anyone they deemed suspicious—brought 
the crime rate “way down.” As usual, Trump has 
his own version of the truth, said Janell Ross in 
WashingtonPost.com. While crime and murder 
rates in New York fell dramatically when stop 
and frisk was in place, between 2002 and 2013, 
that decrease was part of a nationwide decline 
in crime that continued even after the policy had 
been dropped. And a federal judge ordered the 
policy halted for a very good reason: Stop and 
frisk was blatantly racist—87 percent of those 
stopped were black or Hispanic. The policy also 
harassed the innocent: Of the 685,724 people 
stopped in 2011, 88 percent “were neither 
arrested nor received any sort of citation.” 

Actually, research shows that stop and frisk “can 
help reduce crime,” said Max Ehrenfreund, also 

in WashingtonPost.com, but not if stops are 
based on a “hunch.” Only when cops are given 
strict guidelines on when a stop is appropriate—
if they “directly observe” someone acting aggres-
sively, say—does that policy reduce crime. Stop 
and frisk also has to be backed up with tough 
sentences, said Holman Jenkins in The Wall Street 
Journal. In Chicago, most of the city’s 1,400 gun-
crime suspects “have been arrested and released 
multiple times on gun charges.” During the “hey-
day” of stop and frisk in New York, these crimi-
nals “wouldn’t have been released”—they would 
have been “hit with serious jail time,” thus taking 
illegal guns and violent offenders off the streets. 
 
You’re ignoring a very basic problem, said 
Jamelle Bouie in Slate.com. A federal judge 
ruled stop and frisk unconstitutional because 
cops focused almost entirely on young black and 
Latino men. Yes, most perpetrators of violent 
crime meet that description —but it’s also true 
that most young black and Latino men “aren’t 
involved in crime.” When people of color are 
deemed inherently suspicious and subject to 
harassment and humiliation every time they step 
outside, it creates a two-tier legal system—“one 
for white people, and one for everyone else.”

Stop and frisk: Would it help Chicago? 

The way they were.
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“Do you really need another chat app?” asked 
Anick Jesdanun in the Associated Press. Google 
apparently thinks you do. Allo, the search giant’s 
answer to the likes of Apple Messages, WhatsApp, 
and Faceboo k Messenger, debuted last week for iOS 
and Android devices. It works more or less like its 
competitors, but with a twist: Allo includes the arti-
ficially intelligent chatbot Google Assistant, “who’s 
not shy about interjecting itself into the conversa-
tion.” For example, if someone types “Want to get 
sushi?” in a chat, Google Assistant might chime in 
with Japanese restaurant recommendations in your 
area. “The idea is to keep the conversation flowing, 
so you don’t have to constantly leave Allo to look 
up something else.”

Allo is “probably smarter than any messaging app 
you’ve ever used,” said Kurt Wagner in Recode.net. 
Besides fetching restaurant recommendations and 
movie times, it can automatically suggest replies for you based 
on the conversation (if a friend sends you a pic of her dog, for 
instance, Allo might suggest “How cute!” as a response). It will 
also adapt to your chat style with specific friends over time. An-
other perk is that you can even use Allo to message friends who 
don’t have the app. Those messages “are simply sent as texts.” 
“Allo is more than just a messenger—it’s the future of Google 
Search,” said Lisa Eadicicco in Time.com. You can chat with 
Google Assistant one-on-one, so the next time you need to look 

something up, “you may end up doing so via text 
message,” rather than turning to the search engine. 

Allo does everything you’d expect a good messag-
ing app to do, but it’s also “kind of an idiot some-
times,” said David Pierce in Wired.com. In my test-
ing, I found that it struggled with even simple tasks, 
like finding a restaurant with a good cheese plate. 
Instead, Allo would only recommend pizza joints. 
When I asked for another option, Allo pointed me 
to “a web result for another-option.com.” Think of 
Allo as an overeager office intern, said Brian Chen 
in The New York Times. It’s always lurking in the 
background, ready to pipe up in an attempt to be 
useful, but it’s usually not. If Allo were a human 
looking for a job as my personal assistant, “I would 
politely tell the candidate to reapply after getting 
more experience.” 

Allo also comes with a big privacy trade-off, said Will Oremus 
in Slate.com. Despite Google’s initial promises that Allo would 
offer end-to-end encryption for its messages, the app has to read 
and store all your messages in order for its smart assistant to 
work and get smarter. Users can make their messages private 
by turning on the app’s Incognito mode, but that also means 
shutting off the “smart replies” that are meant to be Allo’s main 
selling point. Alas, “when we let a chatbot in on all our daily 
interactions, we’re letting its creator in on them too.” 

Apps: How smart is Google Allo?
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Yahoo hack could affect sale

The announcement that at least 500 million 
Yahoo accounts were hacked two years ago 
has “far-reaching implications” for the com-
pany’s pending $4.8 billion sale to Verizon, 
said Nicole Perlroth in The New York Times. 
Yahoo said it discovered in August that the 
names, emails, birth dates, passwords, and 
even security questions of hundreds of mil-
lions of users were compromised in 2014 by 
an unnamed “state-sponsored actor.” Users 
have been urged to change their passwords 
and to monitor their other online accounts for 
suspicious activity. Verizon, which announced 
it would purchase the firm in July, just days be-
fore Yahoo began investigating the breach, said 
it only found out about the hack last week. 
“Security experts say the breach could bring 
about class-action lawsuits,” which would not 
have been factored into Yahoo’s sale price. 

Facebook’s inflated video stats

Advertisers are furious with Facebook after 
the social network admitted last week that it 
had “vastly overestimated” the average time 
users spent watching videos on the platform, 
said Suzanne Vranica and Jack Marshall in 
The Wall Street Journal. Facebook calculated 
average viewing times by counting only video 

views of more than three seconds, a method 
that inflated average viewing times by 60 
to 80 percent. Based on that data, “market-
ers may have misjudged the performance of 
video advertising” on Facebook, and may 
have reduced spending on video ads on rival 
platforms like Twitter, YouTube, and even net-
work TV. Facebook says it has recalculated the 
metric to include video views of any duration.

AT&T hacks the grid

AT&T thinks it can massively expand high-
speed internet access by “shooting wireless 
signals along power lines,” said Tom Simo-
nite in TechnologyReview.com. The telecom 
giant unveiled a new project last week called 
AirGig that “uses power lines to guide 
high-speed wireless data signals over long 
distances.” Piggybacking on power lines, 
instead of spending money to lay data cables 
or build towers, slashes the cost of delivering 
broadband to rural areas, the company says. 
The data signals don’t travel through the 
electricity cables; instead, small plastic anten-
nas mounted on the lines “draw power from 
them wirelessly and shoot wireless signals 
through the air.” AT&T has tested the system 
on its office buildings and is “searching for a 
community to host a public test next year.” 

Bytes: What’s new in tech

If you’ve 
ever wanted 
a pair of 
self-lacing 
sneakers like 
those worn 
by Michael 
J. Fox in 
Back to the 
Future II, 
you’re 
in luck, said James Vincent in 
TheVerge .com. After 11 years of 
research and development as well 
as innumerable prototypes and 
redesigns, Nike announced last 
week that its HyperAdapt 1.0 would 
go on sale this holiday season. 
Each futuristic shoe has “an internal 
cable system made from fishing line 
and a pressure sensor in the sole.” 
When you insert your foot, LEDs 
light up in the heel and the cable 
automatically tightens based on 
“an algorithmic pressure equation.” 
The fit can be adjusted with a pair 
of buttons near the tongue. All that 
technology means that “yes, you do 
have to charge these shoes.” The 
cost hasn’t been announced yet, but 
“expect a high price tag.” 

Innovation of the week
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How the White Cliffs formed 
The mystery of how the majestic White 
Cliffs of Dover formed along England’s 
southeastern coastline may have been 
solved—thanks to a massive algae bloom 
in the Antarctic Ocean. Scientists have long 
known the geological landmark dates back 
about 100 million years, when calcite shells 
from single-celled plants called coccolitho-
phores accumulated on the seafloor, reports 
LiveScience.com. Over time, the pulverized 
skeletons of the tiny sea plants are thought 
to have formed layers of chalk or white 
limestone. What isn’t clear is how these 
skeletons, which are less than .0001 inches 
in diameter, could accumulate in the vast 
numbers required to form 300-foot cliffs. 
Looking for answers, a team of scientists 
headed to the Great Calcite Belt, a region 
of the Antarctic Ocean teeming with coc-
colithophores. They discovered there a 
“Goldilocks” set of ocean conditions—
including high nitrate levels, low silicate 
concentrations, and just the right amount 
of iron—that enable coccolithophores to 
thrive. The researchers believe the same 
environment may have created the White 
Cliffs of Dover, and speculate that eventu-
ally something similar could form in the 
Calcite Belt—in 100 million years or so. 

First muscular dystrophy drug 
In response to pleas from desperate 
patients and their advocates, the FDA 
overruled the recommendations of its own 
medical advisers and approved the first 
drug for a rare form of muscular dystro-
phy. Eteplirsen is designed to treat certain 
forms of Duchenne muscular dystrophy, an 
incurable genetic condition that slows the 
body’s production of dystrophin, an essen-
tial protein that protects muscles from dete-
rioration. Patients with the disease rarely 
survive beyond their 20s or 30s. The FDA’s 
advisory committee opposed approval of 
eteplirsen—which could cost users as much 
as $350,000 a year—after concluding 
there was insufficient evidence it actually 
worked. Critics argue that the clinical tri-
als were not robust enough because they 
lacked a “control” group. “It sets a 
dangerous precedent if the FDA 
is going to start approving drugs 
that aren’t compared to any-
thing,” Diana Zuckerman from 
the National Center for Health 
Research tells CNN .com. The 
FDA contends that its approval 
is only preliminary, and may be 
withdrawn if ongoing trials fail to 
confirm eteplirsen’s benefits.
 
Don’t blame obesity genes  
It is well established that certain 
genes predispose some people to 
gain weight. But new research 
suggests that these genes will not 
slow weight loss if people diet and 
exercise regularly. Scientists ana-
lyzed eight studies involving more 
than 9,500 overweight or obese 
adults. Each participant had been 
tested for a specific form of the FTO 
gene, which is believed to intensify 
cravings for high-calorie foods and 
reduce satiety after meals. 
Before the studies began, 

those carrying this so-called obesity gene 
were heavier than their peers. But when 
placed on weight-loss programs which 
involved both a diet and an exercise regi-
men, they dropped the pounds at exactly 
the same rate as those without the gene. 
“We found no evidence at all that the FTO 
genotype affected weight loss,” the study’s 
leader, John Mathers, tells Time .com. “We 
think this is good news—carrying the high-
risk [form of the gene] makes you more 
likely to be a bit heavier, but it shouldn’t 
prevent you from losing weight. That 
should encourage people.”

Health scare of the week
The toll of internet addiction 
Young adults who spend too much time 
online may have higher rates of mental 
health issues. Scientists in Canada evalu-

ated the internet use of 254 college fresh-
men, using a tool called the Internet 
Addiction Test (IAT). Developed in 
1998, the IAT predates the advent of 
smartphones and social media, so 
the researchers also used their own 
scale based on updated criteria. They 
found that more than 40 percent of 

the freshmen had “problematic” inter-
net use—and that these students also 

had higher rates of depression, anxiety, 
impulsiveness, and inattention. It’s 
unclear whether these issues are the 
cause of excessive internet use or the 
result of it. But the study’s authors 
say their findings could have practi-
cal medical implications. “If you 
are trying to treat someone for an 
addiction when in fact they are anx-
ious or depressed, then you may be 
going down the wrong route,” chief 

researcher Michael Van Ameringen tells 
MedicalDaily.com. “We need to under-
stand this more, so we need a bigger 

sample, drawn from a wider, 
more varied population.” B
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An ancient human skeleton dug up from 
the Mediterranean seabed could shed 
light on one of the most important ship-
wrecks in history, reports The New York 

Times. The remains—arm bones, pieces 
of rib, thighbones, and a partial skull with 
three teeth—were found earlier this year 
near a 2,100-year-old wreck off the Greek 
island of Antikythera. First discovered in 
1900, the site has yielded dozens of jew-
els, coins, and other artifacts, including an 
astronomical calculator often described 
as the world’s earliest known computer. 
But the dearth of human remains there 
left archaeologists unable to establish 
who was on board the treasure-laden 

vessel, or where it was heading. This 
latest discovery could change that. 
Archaeologists believe the skeleton is that 
of a 20-something male; they called him 
(or her) “Pamphilos,” a name etched into 
a wine cup recovered from the wreckage, 
and carefully disinterred the bones. They 
hope DNA analysis will provide clues 
to who Pamphilos was, and what he or 
she was doing on the boat. One theory 
is slavery; the bones are stained amber 
red, which suggests they were bound by 
iron shackles that have since corroded. 
“We can’t really get closer to the story 
of these people than by looking at their 
actual remains,” says Hannes Schroeder, 

an expert on ancient DNA who’s working 
on the project. “It helps us reconstruct his 
or her identity and gives us insight into 
what kind of people undertook this voy-
age 2,000 years ago.”

Human remains found in ancient shipwreck

THE WEEK October 7, 2016 

That’s a whole lot of coccolithophores. 

Archaeologists excavating the skeleton
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Teddy Wayne is starting to look like 
a rising talent, said Sam Sacks in The 
Wall Street Journal. The author of 2013’s 
breezy music-industry satire The Love 
Song of Jonny Valentine goes for a very 
different effect in his second novel, 
putting us inside the mind of a Harvard 
freshman who reveals his sociopathic 
tendencies only gradually. After devel-
oping an instant crush on a wealthy, 
pretty classmate, our hyperarticulate, 
socially challenged antihero worms 
closer to her by dating her roommate. 
Soon, the novel is barreling toward its 
climax—and a “superbly executed” plot 
twist—“with the sickening momentum 
of a horror movie.” Wayne cleverly en-
courages a reader to sympathize with 
the narrator, said Julia Klein in the Chi-
cago Tribune. Our guide to today’s Har-
vard skewers the campus’ social hierar-
chy and sexual mores before revealing 
his true colors. In the end, “what is most 
frightening about Wayne’s narrator is 
not how different he is from the rest of 
us, but how porous a border separates 
his monstrousness from our normalcy.”

ARTS 23

Review of reviews: Books

For Bruce Springsteen, it all goes back to 
his relationship with his father, said David 
Kamp in Vanity Fair. In the legendary 
rocker’s new 500-page autobiography, 
readers will find “no shortage of  levity”—
including the author’s self-mocking refer-
ences to his shortcomings as a driver of 
the American muscle cars he celebrated 
in his early, reputation-making songs. But 
at heart, the 67-year-old Freehold, N.J., 
native is “a man given to puzzling out the 
mixed-up thoughts in his head,” and so 
he’s used the book to try to figure out and 
explain what he’s been running from since 
he left his downtrodden hometown at 19 
and committed himself to a life in music. 
The book “demonstrates how honestly 
Springsteen has come to his material—
cars, girls, the Shore, the workingman’s 
struggles.” The Bruce we see most vividly, 
though, is the teenager who feared, loved, 
and battled his brooding, violent father.

We may never 
figure out how to 
time-travel, but 
that doesn’t mean 
our infatuation 
with the notion has 
been useless, said 
Jonathon Keats in 
New Scientist. In his 
new book, science 
writer James Gleick 
“provides an absorb-
ing history of the 

idea,” tracing how physicists, philosophers, 
and science fiction writers have used it to 
expand their cosmologies and ours since 
novelist H.G. Wells introduced the concept 
in his 1895 debut, The Time Machine. 
Before that, Gleick argues, fictional char-
acters who visited the past or future did 
so through dreams or some other loose 
magic. Wells instead proposed that time 
was a fourth dimension, and put his time 
traveler on a bicycle-like contraption that 
could navigate it. Ten years later, Albert 
Einstein’s theory of relativity added ballast 
to Wells’ speculation, and it’s been generat-
ing thought experiments ever since.

Book of the week

Springsteen’s “intensely satisfying” self-
chronicle is much like one of his shows—
“long, ecstatic, exhausting,” and filled with 
emotional peaks and valleys, said Dwight 
Garner in The New York Times. Oddly, 
the artist who announced his arrival with 
the “word-drunk” 1973 album Greetings 
From Asbury Park, N.J., never really 
explains how he developed his gifts as a 
lyricist. But, “like his best songs,” the book 

is “closely observed from end to end,” full 
of sharp character sketches and potent 
anecdotes. Perhaps its biggest reveal is 
how long, and how often, Springsteen has 
endured bouts of serious depression. But 
that news is “not the reason to come to 
Born to Run.”

A better reason is the vivid sense Spring-
steen conjures of the devotion he brings 
to his music, said Randy Lewis in the Los 
Angeles Times. The book is also “a picture 
of a well-rounded life, with all its rough 
edges” and “bruised and battered relation-
ships.” Springsteen takes the blame for the 
failure of his first marriage, for example, 
and even admits that he’s been unfair to 
his father in some songs. He never denies 
that his father was volatile, and incapable 
when it most mattered of expressing love. 
But the book leaves the impression that the 
landmark 1975 song from which it takes 
its title was always more about the elder 
Springsteen than the younger. And by shar-
ing one son’s attempt to truly understand 
the life forces that shaped his father and to 
turn that understanding into art, this latest 
Springsteen epic turns out to be “a story as 
profoundly inspiring as his best songs.”

Born to Run

by Bruce Springsteen

(Simon & Schuster, $32.50)

Novel of the week

Loner
by Teddy Wayne

(Simon & Schuster, $26)

Time Travel: A History
by James Gleick

(Pantheon, $27)

The newness of the idea comes as a surprise, 
said Colin Dickey in The New Republic. 
Gleick credits the technological advances 
of the Industrial Revolution, which not 
only made observers expect further leaps in 
technology but also changed people’s con-
ception of time. When railroad trains began 
racing across vast distances and demanding 
synchronized clocks, time became a con-
crete concept and the future became a place 
history was heading toward. Science fiction 
helped us mull how we might visit that 
place, but “at their best,” stories and novels 
about time travel also used the idea to help 
us ask profound questions about present 
life. For example: If a different self exists in 
the past and future, what is the self? 

Gleick’s insistence on the 1895 launch 
point might be the book’s biggest flaw, 
said Rosalind Williams in The Washington 
Post. The urge to travel through time has 
been with us since we first confronted the 
problem of our own mortality, as Gleick 
eventually acknowledges. But he’s fashioned 
his book as if it were a salon, and on its 
best pages, Marcel Proust and Virginia 
Woolf “mix and mingle” with Einstein and 
Kurt Gödel, engaging in lively conversa-
tions about deep philosophical matters. 
Though the chatter “can be head-spinning 
at times,” it also makes “a great read.”

Jersey’s troubadour in 1977

THE WEEK October 7, 2016 
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Best books...chosen by Jane Alexander
Jane Alexander, a Tony- and Emmy-winning actress, is a former chair of the National 
Endowment for the Arts and a longtime conservation activist. Her new book, Wild 
Things, Wild Places, chronicles her travels to experience and preserve wilderness.

The Book List24 ARTS  

Jaguar  by Alan Rabinowitz (Island, $17.50). 
This is an exciting adventure story about one 
man’s quest to study the elusive jaguar in the jun-
gles of Belize. But what makes it a classic is that 
it also tracks Rabinowitz’s passage from stutter-
ing and silent boy to an indomitable hero who 
defends voiceless great cats against the forces that 
would kill them.

Encounters With the Archdruid  by John 
McPhee (Farrar, Straus & Giroux, $16). McPhee 
has written many remarkable books, but this 
portrait of the brilliant, irascible late Sierra Club 
president David Brower is my favorite. McPhee 
accompanies Brower on three journeys, observ-
ing how his passion for wilderness conservation 
triggers conflicts with a developer, a dam builder, 
and a miner. The stories read like the best fiction.

The Bluebird Effect  by Julie Zickefoose 
(Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, $28). It takes a very 
special person to rehabilitate orphaned, injured 
birds and release them into the wild. Zickefoose’s 
bond with these small creatures verges on the 
miraculous, making her beautifully illustrated 
tales about such encounters deeply heartwarming.

Kingbird Highway  by Kenn Kaufman 
(Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, $15). This is Jack 
Kerouac’s On the Road with a nature twist. In 
1970, 16-year-old high school dropout Kenn 
Kaufman hitchhikes across the country listing as 
many bird sightings as he can. Today, Kaufman 
is one of the world’s greatest birders.

Beyond Words  by Carl Safina (Picador, $18). In 
this groundbreaking work, Safina takes a giant 
leap for a scientist, devoting himself to helping 
readers understand the emotional lives of wolves, 
whales, and dolphins, as well as the personalities 
of individual animals. Science has recently come 
a long way: We seek now to coexist with animals 
rather than objectifying or slaughtering them. 

Ada Blackjack  by Jennifer Niven (Hachette, 
$17). I am a sucker for adventure stories with 
a woman in the hero’s role. In 1921, Ada 
Blackjack, a 23-year-old Inuit woman, accom-
panied four men on an Arctic expedition to 
Wrangel Island. As the team encounters every 
imaginable nightmare—polar bears, fierce 
storms, and ice, ice, ice—Niven’s account 
becomes a moving testament to human will.

Also of interest...in the unseen and unfamiliar
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Here’s a travel guidebook that veers 
“way off the beaten path,” said 
Thomas Harlander in LAMag.com. 
Based on a popular website of the 
same name, it packs in 700 write-ups 
about bizarre potential tourist desti-

nations around the world. Start in California’s 
San Fernando Valley at a shop that sells horror-
movie props and you might not be sated until 
you’ve checked off the Bolivian hotel made of 
salt and the Museum of Broken Relationships in 
Zagreb, Croatia. 

Atlas Obscura
(Workman, $35)

This best-selling new natural his-
tory of trees “has a little more spice 
than it needs,” said Richard Fortey 
in Nature. German forester Peter 
Wohlleben does weave a lot of fresh 
science into his account of how trees 

communicate with each other and assume various 
roles across a single lifetime. But he anthropo-
morphizes them, too, describing them as if they 
experienced anger or fear. “Trees are splendid 
and interesting enough in their own right without 
being saddled with a panoply of emotions.”

The Hidden Life of Trees

by Peter Wohlleben (Greystone, $25)

Agata Tuszynska’s moving family 
portrait is both an act of reclamation 
and a show of defiance, said Joshua 
Rubenstein in The Wall Street Journal. 
The author, born in 1957 Warsaw to 
a Jewish mother and a gentile father, 

wasn’t told until she was 19 that she was Jewish 
or how narrowly her relatives had survived the 
Holocaust. Once she decided to recover that his-
tory, she pursued it “with dogged resolve,” and 
has produced a generations-spanning story of one 
family’s astounding resilience.

Family History of Fear

by Agata Tuszynska (Knopf, $28)

Raina Telgemeier has again created a 
children’s graphic novel that rewards 
readers of all ages, said Dan Kois in 
The New York Times. In Ghosts, an 
11-year-old moves with her family 
to a California town where the local 

mission is said to be haunted. But the story is also 
about Mexican-American life, and about a tween 
trying to be brave for a younger sibling battling 
cystic fibrosis. Some of the sisters’ moments 
together “will resonate with anyone who has ever 
feared for a beloved family member.”

Ghosts

by Raina Telgemeier (Graphix, $25)

Robert Hoge

Don’t bother trying to con-
vince Robert Hoge that 
appearances don’t matter, 
said Nara Schoenberg in the 
Chicago Tribune. Born with 
a disfiguring tumor at the 
center of his face, and legs so 
useless they were eventually 

amputated, 
the Bris bane 
native under-
went two 
dozen recon-
structive sur-
geries before 
deciding, at 
14, not to risk 

further changes. Not that he 
looked like other teenagers by 
then. In his new book, Ugly, a 
memoir aimed at young read-
ers, the 44-year-old former 
journalist and political aide 
provides a Top 10 list of the 
cruel names he was called 
while growing up, with “Toe-
nose” at No. 1. But he doesn’t 
believe adult-enforced silence 
would have been better. “It 
should be OK to say people 
look different from each 
other,” he says. “Let’s not 
pretend we don’t.”

Candor was big in the Hoge 
household, said Rachel 
Martin in NPR.org. Hoge’s 
mother, following a doctor’s 
suggestion, started a jour-
nal about Robert, her fifth 
child, and withheld nothing. 
She read it to him when he 
was a boy, even sharing the 
earliest entries, in which 
she was adamant that he 
shouldn’t be brought home 
from the hospital. “That kind 
of honesty and openness 
was really important to me,” 
Hoge says now. The story 
her journal told was, he says, 
“like a movie that had some 
sad parts but has a happy 
ending.” Now married with 
two children, Hoge walked 
away from his career in poli-
tics several years ago only 
because he wanted to share 
his story to help young peo-
ple think differently about 
appearances. “How I look 
is part of me,” he says, “but 
not all of me.”

Author of the week
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You can be forgiven for never hav-
ing heard of Carmen Herrera, said 
Deborah Solomon in WNYC.org. 
The 101-year-old, Cuban-born New 
York painter didn’t sell her first 
canvas until she was nearly 90—but 
not because she was a late bloomer. 
Herrera was a pioneer of hard-edged 
abstract painting in the 1940s, and 
was producing groundbreaking work when 
she settled in New York in 1954. Yet deal-
ers and critics largely ignored her; “she 
was female and Latina, and so doubly 
suspect in an era enamored of Jackson 
Pollock’s drip paintings and macho 
abstract expressionism theatrics.” Herrera’s 
current solo show at the Whitney thus 
represents “a triumph of revisionist art his-
tory.” Fifty-plus of her radiantly colored 
geometric abstractions are on display, and 
the work looks “handsome to dazzling,” 
suggesting, via its array of dynamically off-
kilter shapes, that “life is a puzzle in which 
none of the pieces quite fit.” 

A 1966-67 ‘Blanco y Verde’ canvas

Exhibit of the week 

Carmen Herrera: Lines of Sight
Whitney Museum of American Art, 
New York City, through Jan. 2

Review of reviews: Art & Film  ARTS 25 

The exhibition zeroes in on the pivotal years 
from 1948 to 1978, when Herrera’s “inci-
sive, razor-sharp style” came into focus, said 
Susan Delson in The Wall Street Journal. 
After studying architecture at the University 
of Havana and painting at the Art Students 
League in New York, she moved to Paris 
in 1948 and fell in with a group of abstract 
artists that included Jean Arp and Josef 
Albers. Her style progressed from “lyri-
cal, curving shapes and a lush palette” to 
straight-edged, two-color forms—as in a 
stunning black-and-white series, started 
in 1952, that anticipated 1960s minimal-
ism. After returning to New York, Herrera 

advanced that visual language with 
the 1959–71 “Blanco y Verde” series, 
in which green shards pierce white 
canvases and white triangles pierce 
green canvases. Nine of the 15 paint-
ings in the series hang in their own 
gallery at the Whitney, radiating “a 
concentrated, almost electric energy.” 
She has deepened and refined her style 
in the years since. 

Which is why it’s disappointing the 
curators have limited the show to 
such a narrow slice of Herrera’s 

work, said Karen Rosenberg in The New 
York Times. We see her interest in architec-
ture re-emerge forcefully in the 1960s and 
’70s, especially in her “Estructuras” series, 
which often featured brightly painted and 
slightly skewed L-shaped blocks resting 
against each other (“picture two Tetris 
pieces that don’t quite fit together”). The 
show comes to a halt there, even though 
Herrera kept evolving and remains a cre-
ative force today—one deserving a full 
retrospective. Still, the Whitney’s exhibition 
shines long-overdue light on “a key player 
in any history of postwar art”; that is cause 
for celebration.
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Mark Wahlberg’s new disas-
ter flick “delivers exactly 
what it promises,” said Scott 
Mendelson in Forbes.com. A 
“no-nonsense” dramatization of 
the events leading to a 2010 oil 
rig explosion that killed 11 men 
and caused the worst ecologi-
cal disaster in U.S. history, it’s 
“a gripping retelling of a recent 
national tragedy” that’s “mostly 
engaging and just slightly melodramatic.” Wahlberg 
is the everyman hero with the worried family back 
home, while John Malkovich plays one of the slimy 
BP execs whose insistence on putting profits above 
safety triggers the accident. Kate Hudson and Kurt 
Russell also provide “able” support. When the rig 

explodes, “the visuals are har-
rowing, a fire-strewn hellscape 
of burning metal slowly clos-
ing in on the 115 survivors,” 
said Bryan Bishop in TheVerge 
.com. But because no attempt 
is made to connect the disaster 
to a bigger story, watching the 
action becomes “the cinematic 
equivalent of slowing down 
on the freeway to check out a 

car crash”: Adrenaline courses through your veins, 
but “you may feel awfully empty afterward.” 
Deepwater Horizon “gets the explosions just right,” 
said Brian Tallerico in RogerEbert.com. “But it’s 
everything around them—the people, the aftermath, 
the tragedy—that it misses.”

If there’s a moviegoer out there 
who fails to be moved by this 
true-life story of an underdog’s 
triumph, “I don’t think I want 
to meet that person,” said A.O. 
Scott in The New York Times. 
Newcomer Madina Nalwanga 
stars as real-life chess prodigy 
Phiona Mutesi, a child of a 
Ugandan slum, and the natu-
rally charismatic actress makes 
young Phiona’s growing awareness of her intellec-
tual gift “thrilling to watch”—especially with Oscar 
winner Lupita Nyong’o and Golden Globe winner 
David Oyelowo supporting her in key secondary 
roles. Director Mira Nair “has a proven abil-

ity to find beauty in the most 
desperate of circumstances,” 
and she’s found it again on the 
trash-strewn but colorful streets 
of Kampala, said Katie Rife in 
AVClub.com. As Phiona begins 
competing internationally, and 
her travels open her eyes to new 
possibilities, the moments of 
triumph and defeat she experi-
ences “occur exactly when—and 

how—you’d expect them to.” But the talented cast 
makes even the most clichéd lines and simplest ges-
tures speak volumes, said Bilge Ebiri in The Village 
Voice. “It’s amazing how much Nyong’o can sug-
gest with a simple glance.”

Deepwater 
Horizon

Corporate greed  
sinks an oil rig.

Directed by Peter Berg
(PG-13)

Queen of 
Katwe

A Ugandan girl becomes a 
chess champion.

Directed by Mira Nair
(PG)

Wahlberg on red alert

Nalwanga and Oyelowo

D
a
v
id

 L
e
e
, 

E
d
w

a
rd

 E
c
h
w

a
lu



Independent Lens: Best of Enemies 
Thank William F. Buckley Jr. and Gore Vidal 
for today’s screaming cable pundits. In 1968, 
ABC recruited the two public intellectuals to 
participate in a live, unscripted debate series as 
 standard-bearers of the Right and Left, respec-
tively. What began as informed, eloquent dis-
course quickly turned ugly, culminating in name-
calling and threats of violence. This poignant 
documentary revisits a moment that altered 
the news-media landscape. Monday, Oct. 3, at 
9 p.m., PBS; check local listings

Timeless 
Time-travel dramas are all over television this 
fall, but this new thriller series should be the 
most fun of the bunch, if you can completely 
suspend disbelief. When a villain hijacks a top-
secret time machine, three young experts—a his-
torian, a scientist, and a soldier—are thrown 
together to hunt him down before he succeeds 
in changing past events to destroy the America 
we’ve come to know. The team’s first stop: the 
fiery 1937 crash of the Hindenburg. Monday, 
Oct. 3, at 10 p.m., NBC

The 13th 
The U.S. Constitution’s 13th Amendment out-
lawed slavery in this country, “except as a pun-
ishment for crime.” Ava DuVernay, the director 
of Selma and Queen Sugar, views that clause as 
the seed of a cultural propensity to criminalize 
and imprison black men. In her new documen-
tary, which will also be shown in theaters, she 
creates a sweeping history of racial injustice in 
America that extends right to the present and 
pulls in endorsements from sources as disparate 
as Angela Davis and Newt Gingrich. Available 
for streaming Friday, Oct. 7, Netflix

The 2016 Town Hall Presidential Debate 
Round 2 arrives for Hillary Clinton and Donald 
Trump, as the two candidates share a stage for a 
town hall–style debate in St. Louis in front of an 
audience of undecided voters. Half the questions 
will be posed by audience members, the other 
half by moderators Martha Raddatz of ABC and 
Anderson Cooper of CNN. Sunday, Oct. 9, at 
9 p.m., most major networks

Television26 ARTS

The Week’s guide to what’s worth watching
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Monday, Oct. 3 
The Jerk 

Steve Martin is Navin John-
son, an idiot who rises from 
gas station attendant to mil-
lion aire in this crudely funny 
comedy from director Carl 
Reiner. (1979) 11:15 p.m., 
Sundance

Tuesday, Oct. 4 
Star Wars:  
The Force Awakens 

The force was with J.J. 
Abrams, who revived the 
Star Wars brand with this 
lively franchise reboot. 
(2015) 6:40 p.m., Starz

Wednesday, Oct. 5 
A Face in the Crowd 

Before Andy Griffith became 
the sheriff of TV’s Mayberry, 
he appeared in this standout 
Elia Kazan drama, playing 
an Arkansas drunk who 
becomes a fraudulent media 
star. (1957) 8 p.m., TCM 

Thursday, Oct. 6 
Paddington 

A floppy-hatted young bear 
from Peru finds a home with 
a family in London in this 
charming live-action adapta-
tion of a beloved children’s 
book. (2015) 8 p.m., the 
Movie Channel

Friday, Oct. 7  
Nosferatu 

F.W. Murnau’s German 
expressionist masterpiece 
nearly had a stake driven 
into its heart by Bram 
Stoker’s widow, who sued 
over the story’s likeness to 
Dracula  —but failed to have 
every copy destroyed. (1922) 
8 p.m., TCM

Saturday, Oct. 8 
45 Years 

Screen veteran Charlotte 
Rampling picked up her 
first-ever Oscar nomination 
playing a woman who feels 
betrayed when her husband 
begins mourning a relation-
ship from his youth. (2015) 
7:15 p.m., Showtime

Sunday, Oct. 9 
Bringing Up Baby 

Katharine Hepburn and 
Cary Grant launch a zany 
and unlikely romance while 
transporting a tame leopard 
to Connecticut. (1938)  
6 p.m., TCM 

Movies on TV

Issa Rae, the seriously funny star of the web 
series The Misadventures of Awkward Black 
Girl, shows no sign of insecurity as she makes 
the leap to premium cable. Her character in this 
half-hour comedy is another story: Stalled in 
her career, mired in an inert relationship, worn 
down by the cluelessness of white co-workers 
at a nonprofit for black youth, the plucky South 
Los Angeles native often escapes into vivid day-
dreams. Insecure, like Donald Glover’s Atlanta, 
insists on being about personalities, not “the 
black condition,” putting it at the crest of a cul-
tural wave. Sunday, Oct. 9, at 10:30 p.m., HBO

Show of the week

Rae: Treading water with flair

Insecure

Divorce 
A dozen years after Sex and the City closed up 
shop, Sarah Jessica Parker returns to HBO as 
the star of a caustic new half-hour dramedy 
series about the ugly and inevitably absurd 
process of ending a long marriage. Thomas 
Haden Church co-stars as the other half of the 
show’s well-matched unhappy couple, while 
Molly Shannon and Flight of the Conchords’ 
Jemaine Clement add amiable support. Series 
creator Sharon Horgan, co-star of the British 
sitcom Catastrophe, sets the tone dial at morose. 
Sunday, Oct. 9, at 10 p.m., HBO

Other highlights 
2016 Vice Presidential Debate 
Tim Kaine and Mike Pence get their moment of 
prime-time relevance five days before their run-
ning mates’ second clash. Tuesday, Oct. 4, at 
9 p.m., most major networks

Nova: Great Human Odyssey 
We think we’re pretty tough. Our early ancestors 
were tougher. Watch scientists prove it as they 
trace the fascinating journeys of various groups 
who separately left Africa and spread the species’ 
reach to the far corners of the globe. Wednesday, 
Oct. 5, at 9 p.m., PBS; check local listings

The Siege of Jadotville 
Jamie Dornan (Fifty Shades of Grey) stars in a 
war drama based on a real-life 1961 assault on 
Irish peacekeeping forces in Congo. Available for 
streaming Friday, Oct. 7, Netflix

• All listings are Eastern Time.

Best of Enemies’ Buckley and Vidal 
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Pizzas sold by the slice are rare in our great, pizza-
crazed city, but “they’re out there if you look for 
them,” said Bill Daley in the Chicago Tribune. Next 
time you hit town on a frenzied New York–style 
schedule, consider a quick stop at one of these 
places. Their slices might persuade you to sit 
down another time, like a real Chicagoan, for a 
whole pie. Meanwhile, they’re “putting speed, 
savoriness, and some Big Apple sass” into the 
local slice trade.
Craft Pizza This Wicker Park pizzeria has one of 
the best basic gas oven–made slices in town. The 

crisp, textured crust “with its little touch of char from the oven,” is topped with a three-
cheese blend and a sauce that’s “neither too sweet nor too tart,” and actually tastes like a 
tomato. “Sounds easy, but often dificult to achieve.” 1252 N. Damen Ave., (773) 442-7238 
Jimmy’s Pizza Café This tiny new Lincoln Square storefront also crushes the New York–
style slice, thanks to the “outstanding” thin crust undergirding every option, from white-
garlic to goat cheese and red pepper. 5159 N. Lincoln Ave., (773) 293-6992
The Art of Pizza The $4 deep-dish slice at this Lakeview shop looks like a red-sauce 
avalanche has obliterated a vegetable village. But it’s also “deep dish done right,” with 
a “buoyant, even springy, crust underneath all the sauce, cheese, spinach, onions, and 
mushrooms.” 3033 N. Ashland Ave., (773) 327-5600
Dimo’s Pizza The “must-try” slice at Dimo’s is a combo of chicken, green curry, crunchy 
fried onions, and tamarind chutney. Other out-there toppings at both the Wicker Park 
and Wrigleyville locations include mac-and-cheese and chicken-and-waf�es. 1615 N. Da-
men Ave., (773) 525-4580 and 3463 N. Clark St., (773) 525-4580 

When we get a chance to travel, we like 
to eat where the taxi drivers do, said 
Rich Landau and Kate Jacoby in V Street 
(William Morrow). “We want the stuff that 
a little old lady is frying up in her flip-flops; 
the messy, saucy sandwich that guy is eating 
from a foil wrapper; and whatever is twirl-
ing around in that big bowl with chile pep-
pers and fresh herbs chopped up on top.” 
In short, we want street food.

At V Street, a spinoff of our first Phila-
delphia restaurant, Vedge, we aim to fill our 
menu with vegetarian versions of the great 
street-food dishes of the world, the kind 
that draw from great culinary traditions. So 
we had to include dan dan noodles, one of 
the original street foods. This “amazing” 
Szechuan dish was once served by vendors 
who carried a pot on each end of a dan 
dan, or pole, slung across their backs. In 
one pot was broth; in the other, noodles. 
Our version puts roasted shiitake mush-
rooms “front and center,” and the noodles 
luxuriate in a fairly fiery dan dan sauce.

We like to use fresh ramen noodles, but 
“any noodle you choose”—even  spaghetti—
will work fine if cooked properly. Don’t 
skip the black vinegar, though. It’s “one of 
the foundations of true Chinese cooking,” 
and the dried fruit that flavors it “yields a 
mysterious subtle sweetness.”

Dan dan noodles: A vegetarian spin on a street-food classic

Recipe of the week
Dan dan noodles 
with shiitake mushrooms
1 tbsp black vinegar
¼ cup sesame oil
½ tsp white pepper
1 tsp minced garlic
1 tsp minced ginger
1 tsp five-spice powder
1 tsp sea salt
½ lb shiitake mushroom caps, sliced into  
   ¼-inch-thin strips
Dan dan sauce (recipe below)
24 oz fresh ramen noodles (or 16 oz dry  

   noodles of your choice)
½ cup chopped scallions (green parts only)

Preheat oven to 450. In a medium bowl, 
combine black vinegar, sesame oil, white 
pepper, garlic, ginger, five-spice powder, 
and salt. Whisk until thoroughly combined.

Toss mushrooms in the vinaigrette and 
spread in a single layer on a sheet pan. 
Roast until crispy on the edges, about 
10 minutes.

Warm the dan dan sauce in a small sauce-
pan over low heat.

Bring a large pot of salted water to a 
boil. Cook noodles according to package 
instructions. When tender, drain immedi-
ately and add to dan dan sauce, tossing 
gently to coat evenly.

Transfer noodles to serving bowls and top 
with shiitakes and scallions. Serves 6.

Dan dan sauce
Combine in a blender ¼ cup each sriracha, 
tahini, and tamari; 1 tbsp sesame oil; ¼ tsp 
chile oil; ½ tsp Szechuan peppercorns; 1 small 
pickled chile with oil (optional); ¼ tsp 
sugar; and ¾ cup vegetable stock. Blend 
until smooth. Makes 2 cups, and keeps in 
refrigerator up to one week.

A lunch that’s lasted centuries

Chicago pizza: The best slices in a city just learning the trade

Dimo’s chicken curry special 

Italy’s prosecco is getting back to its 
roots, said Zachary Sussman in Saveur. 
In a few hilltop villages northwest of 
Venice, winemakers are resurrecting an 
uniltered expression of the sparkling 
wine, a version that’s “markedly drier, 
yeastier, and more savory.” Known as 
col fondo, or “with sediment,” it’s bottle-
fermented, and today’s drinkers typically 
want it “as cloudy as it comes.”
Ca’ dei Zago Prosecco Col Fondo 
($20). Sourced from vines cultivated 
by the same family for generations, 
this biodynamic wine is “a textbook 
introduction to the style.”
Costadilà Bianco dei Colli Trevigiani 
‘330 slm’ ($24). The “330” refers 
to the vineyard’s altitude and here 
heralds a “round, yeasty, pear-
scented” wine that’s “an ideal 
accompaniment to prosciutto.” 
Zanotto Col Fondo ($20). Ric-
cardo Zanotto makes one of the 
leaner col fondos you’ll ind, its 
salinity offset by a core of fresh 
green apple.

Col fondo: The ‘real’ prosecco
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“Were Tarzan to dream up an 
ecotourism adventure, it would 
probably look a lot like the 
Gibbon Experience,” said Eliot 
Stein in The Washington Post. 
For our recent honeymoon, 
my wife and I jumped right in, 
spending three days in north-
western Laos flying on zip lines 
high above the treetops of a rain 
forest, then sleeping in one of the 
highest-perched tree houses in the 
world. The thatched open-air shelters are 
reachable only by zip line, so women from 
the nearby villages fly in each evening to 
deliver your dinner. “Every morning, you 
wake up, slide on a harness, and essentially 
toss yourself out of a 15-story building.” 

A two-hour drive from Ban Houayxay, 
capital of Bokeo province, brought us to 
the edge of the forest. Hiking in, we were 
“quickly engulfed in a riot of twisting 
vines, studded palm leaves, and massive 
banyan trees.” We were accompanied by 

This week’s dream: Living like a monkey in the Laotian rain forest

F
e
lip

e
 R

o
d
ri
g

u
e
z 

V
a
s
q
u
e
z/

T
h
e
 W

a
s
h
in

g
to

n
 P

o
s
t,

 B
jo

rn
 W

a
lla

n
d
e
r

  

“Just when you thought 
that everything in New York 
had been discovered, along 
comes the Beekman,” said 
Lucie Young in Telegraph .co  
.uk. Located in a made-over 
1880s office building with a 
nine-story atrium ringed by 
“fantastical” wrought-iron 
balustrades, the 287-room 
hotel is emerging as “a jazzy 
social hub” for the creatives 
flocking to lower Manhattan. 
Celebrity restaurateurs 
Tom Colicchio and Keith 
McNally will both soon have 
operations on site, and the 
decor—fringed lampshades, 
oak paneling—“feels like the 
setting for an Agatha Christie 
murder mystery.” 
thebeekman.com; doubles 
from $458

Hotel of the week

In Canyonlands National Park, “a sense of the 
primordial pulsates,” said Michael Bailey in The 
Boston Globe. There are no trees for miles in 
this part of southern Utah—the landscape is both 
“extreme and extremely beautiful.” Throughout 
the park you come upon 360-degree vistas of 
canyons, mesas, and buttes sculpted from sand-
stone striped in ochre, peach, and rose. Some visi-
tors hike the park and others tour in 4x4s. But I 
prefer the mountain-bike trails. From the moment 
I set off down the Shafer Trail from Island in the 
Sky, a broad mesa, I feel exhilarated. Descending 
a steep, zigzagging path with a 1,200-foot drop 
to the side, I practically wear out my brakes try-
ing to fight gravity (“yeah, this is outrageous fun, 
in a suborbital-reentry sort of way”). But after a 
long, rewarding workout, I reach the Colorado 
River and hop on a jet boat that is waiting to 
return me to Moab. The 24-mile ride back proves 
“pure wind-in-your-face joy.”

Getting the flavor of...

The tile-floored lobby

Last-minute travel deals
October in Maine 
Enjoy fourth nights free in 
October at Rockport, Maine’s 
Samoset Resort. The package 
includes daily breakfast for four 
and an ocean-view room with 
two queen beds starting at $837 
for four nights, beginning on a 
Sunday or Monday. 
samosetresort.com 

Mexico’s Pacific coast 
Through Oct. 31, the Viceroy 
Zihuatanejo, a 46-room resort in 
southern Mexico, has rooms for 
$168 a night, down from a $450 
peak rate. The offer comes with 
breakfast for two. Resort activi-
ties include snorkeling, surfing, 
yoga, and cooking classes. 
viceroyhotelsandresorts.com 

Cruising together 
Through Oct. 31, book a 2017 
European river cruise with 
Emerald Waterways and save 
$200 a person when booking 
five double-occupancy cabins. 
An eight-day April voyage for 
10 through the Netherlands and 
Belgium would be $23,450. 
emeraldwaterways.co.uk 

two guides, Phad and Si—part of a small 
army of locals who either serve Gibbon 
Experience guests or work to maintain a 
525-square-mile nature preserve funded by 
visitor fees. At our first drop point, high 
on a mountainside, Phad offered a one-line 
addendum to our crash course in zip-lining: 
“Don’t look down.” A moment later, I was 
airborne, and unable to resist catching a 
glimpse of my tiny shadow racing across the 
treetops hundreds of feet below. I screamed 
all the way to the next platform, where Si 
was waiting to catch me.

We owed it all to a small 
primate: the Laotian black-
crested gibbon, a critically 
endangered subspecies that 
was disappearing from the 
Bokeo forest before con-
servationists started build-
ing the tree houses. The 
gibbon’s numbers are now 
rebounding, but we never 
spotted one as we hiked 
between zip-line flights. 

Just after dawn on our final day, though, 
we heard one calling for its mate—“an 
eerie, ascending whooping sound” that 
echoed through the canopy. In the silence 
that followed, we scanned the trees for the 
call’s source until, somewhere farther off, 
a second gibbon started hooting back to 
the first. Though we eventually gave up on 
a sighting, “we listened, completely cap-
tivated, as the back-and-forth notes blos-
somed into a duet.”
The three-day Gibbon Experience (gibbon 
experience.org) costs $310 a person.

Utah’s Canyonlands

Pittsburgh’s hippest neighborhood “has arrived at 
an evolutionary sweet spot,” said Jody Rosen in 
Travel + Leisure. Though some urban aficionados 
may prefer up-and-coming East Liberty, home to 
the city’s new Ace Hotel, nearby Lawrenceville 
has been gentrifying longer, and today its streets 
are “infused with energy and novelty but still 
idiosyncratic, authentic, a touch gritty.” Like 
other parts of the old steel town that have been 
rediscovered after decades of population decline, 
Lawrenceville has “lovely old architectural 
bones.” Its blocks of fixer-uppers that lie closest 
to the Allegheny River have become “some of the 
most coveted in town.” But part of what makes 
today’s Pittsburgh so appealing is that many long-
time residents have so far stayed put while new-
comers remake strips like Butler Street with farm-
to-table cafés and clubs specializing in noisy rock. 
Lawrenceville offers “both bourgeois-bohemian 
comforts and plain old bohemianism.”

‘Pittsburgh’s Williamsburg’

New York

The Beekman

A Gibbon Experience tree house and the zip line that guests fly in on
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The best of...wireless headphones

Consumer

Jalopnik.com

Volkswagen has a cute new wagon for 
the U.S. market, but “is it enough to make 
things right?” A year after revelations of 
emissions cheating torched the auto maker’s 
reputation, the Golf Alltrack looks poised 
to steer a few buyers away from Subaru’s 
popular Outback, and “that’s a start.” Es-
sentially a Golf Sportwagen with all-wheel 
drive and enhanced off-road capabilities, the 
Alltrack “feels like it’s more expensive than it 
really is.” In fact, it may be “the fun, Subaru-
i ghting apology wagon America needs.”

Autoblog.com

Mechanically, the Alltrack doesn’t differ 

much from a Sportwagen. It’s “more rough 
and tumble,” though, with added underbody 
protection and an off-road driving mode 
that optimizes traction and eases descents 
down steep hills. The Alltrack won’t hold 
as much gear as the longer, higher-sitting 
Outback, but it’s the superior daily driver, 
with crisper steering and more punch in 
its engine. Its seats, meanwhile, are “easily 
best in class.”

KelleyBlueBook.com

On dirt or gravel roads, the Alltrack is “an 
absolute blast,” and here’s “even better 
news”: It can be equipped with a manual 
transmission—if you’re willing to accept a 

$1,100 price break. Versatility is this car’s 
hallmark. In town, it’s “mild mannered and 
nimble”; out in the country, it’s “a feisty, 
dynamic playmate.”  

 LEISURE 29

Tip of the week...
How to choose a healthy bread

Your phone and laptop...
A quick privacy tune-up

And for those who have 
everything...

Yes, this is “another product in a long list of 
smart devices that consumers really didn’t 
ask for.” But the LuDela smart candle is a 
candle with a live � ame that you ignite with 
a smartphone—which means you can light 
every room in your house with LuDelas be-
fore even entering. The phone app lets you 
extinguish the candles, too, 
and built-in sensors 
kill the � ame if the 
candle gets knocked 
over or any object 
gets too close. A 
natural wax shell 
hides the internal 
gadgetry; 30-hour 
rei ll cartridges 
cost $6 to $8.
$99 per candle 

(preorder only), 

ludela.com

Source: Gizmodo.com 

Avoid ‘white’ and ‘wheat’. There are 
healthy options among the packaged breads 
at your supermarket, but plain white and 
wheat bread aren’t among them. “Wheat 
bread” is made of wheat flour— another 
term for refined white flour, or flour that’s 
been stripped of its fiber-dense bran and 
nutrient-rich germ.

Look for ‘whole’ grains. Any bread made 
from whole, unprocessed kernels, includ-
ing “whole wheat” bread, is better for you. 
Don’t confuse “whole grain” with “multi-
grain.” The various grains in a “multigrain” 
loaf often have all been processed.

Check the stamp. A loaf labeled “whole 
grain” isn’t necessarily free of refined 
flour. To get the most nutrition, look for the 
“100%” whole grain stamp.

Compare nutrition labels. A healthy super-
market bread should contain at least 3 g fiber, 
and less than 2 g sugar and 200 mg sodium. 
Source: Real Simple

Turn on automatic updates. Hackers are al-
ways seeking vulnerabilities in the software 
you use. Updates patch those holes in the 
code, so use auto-updates on all devices to 
get the most out of the security pros’ efforts.

Lock everything. Every mobile device you 
own should have a password or PIN at least 
six characters long. If you lose one unlocked 
device, thieves can access your accounts 
and change the passwords.

Check your status. Worried that your data 
has been compromised? Visit haveibeen 
pwned.com and check if your usernames 
appear on lists from known breaches.

Add encryption. Download “HTTPS Every-
where,” a browser extension that encrypts 
all data flowing between your device and 
the websites you visit. 

Block your webcam. FBI Director James 
Comey puts tape over his laptop camera to 
keep hackers from spying; you should, too.
Source: Consumer Reports

The Volkswagen Golf Alltrack: What the critics say

A rare Outback challenger, from $26,950

Jabra Move Wireless
Apple ditched the 
headphone jack on the 
iPhone 7, “but don’t 
despair.” There are 
quality wireless options 
out there. In the $100 
range, Jabra’s cans offer 
the best sound quality, 
and the memory foam–
lined cups are “like pil-
lows for your ears.”
$100, jabra.com

Source: Time.com 

Sennheiser 
Momentum Wireless
No other wireless head-
phones can top the “truly 
exceptional” sound qual-
ity provided by these 
handsome leather Senn-
heisers. They have an 
internal microphone to 
support phone calls, and 
they fold down to about 
half their size.
$500, sennheiser.com

Source: Gizmodo.com

Bragi Dash
These were the i rst 
truly wireless earbuds, 
without even a connect-
ing band. Bragi has a 
simpler, cheaper model 
available for pre-order 
now that Apple and 
others are catching up. 
The Dash is waterproof, 
though, and monitors 
the wearer’s biometrics.
$299, bragi.com

Source: Wareable.com

JLab Epic2
In a comparison test 
of 85 sport-specii c 
wireless earbuds, this 
durable lightweight 
option—with buds that 
stay put in most ears—
i nished on top. If you 
don’t like the JLab ear 
hooks, check out the 
Jaybird X2, the testers’ 
runner-up.
$100, jlabaudio.com

Source: TheWirecutter.com

Bose 
QuietComfort 35
For those who need a 
noise-canceling feature, 
these headphones are 
“the best around.” A 
hard-shell carrying case 
and 20-hour battery 
life make them perfect 
for frequent � yers, and 
they’ll wrap your ears in 
“divine comfort.”
$350, bose.com

Source: TheVerge.com 
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Best properties on the market

This week: Homes for $650,000
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3  Charleston, S.C. 

 This one-bedroom 
apartment sits in a 
1923 building that 
was originally the 
Murray Vocational 
School. The Neo-
classical Revival–
style structure is  listed 
on the National Register 
of Historic Places. The 
home has a fireplace, tiled 
floors, 14-foot ceilings, 
and a shared courtyard 
with fountains. $649,000. 
Georgia Bell, William 
Means Real Estate, 
(843) 568-1601

1  Hallowell, Maine  The Greek Revival–style Benjamin 
Wales House was built in 1820. Period features include 
a flying staircase, a wood-paneled dining room, and a 
copper bathtub. The updated home on 0.5 acres has 
a large chef’s kitchen with marble and slate counters, 
and outside there’s a patio and formal landscaping. 
$649,900. Charlene Hamiwha, Legacy Properties/ 
Sotheby’s International Realty, (207) 671-0085

2  Shirley, Ark.  Looking onto Greers 
Ferry Lake, this four-bedroom home 
boasts panoramic views. Built in 2004, the house has a mas-
ter bedroom with a sitting room and a balcony, plus a great 
room with a stone fireplace. The 23-acre lot includes land-
scaped water features, a pool, a greenhouse, and wooded 
areas. $659,000. Debbi Brawley, Brawley & Associates Real 
Estate, (501) 206-6643
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6  Chicago  Built in 1890, 
this four-bedroom farmhouse 
lies in the Logan Square 
neighborhood. The home 
has the original woodwork, 

a formal dining room, a sunroom, and a master bedroom with 
an en suite bathroom. Other details include a full basement with 
utility, work, and rec rooms as well as two deeded garage spaces. 
$650,000. Lyle Harlow, Koenig Rubloff Realty Group/Berkshire 
Hathaway, (773) 354-8309

5  Washington, D.C.  This two-bedroom apartment 
is set in the Ledroit Park neighborhood. The home 
underwent a gut 
renovation and 
includes 14-foot 
ceilings, an ex-
posed brick wall, 
and a modern 
kitchen with 
marble counters 
and high-end 
appliances. 
A roof deck 
provides views 
of the downtown 
monuments. 
$650,000. Jenn 
Smira,  Compass, 
(202) 340-7675

4  Santa Fe  This three- 
bedroom, contemporary 
 Pueblo-style house is tucked 
into the Sangre de Cristo foot-
hills. The home features an 
open floor plan, a first-floor 
master bedroom, a library 
with a kiva, and a two-story 
great room that opens onto 
the patio. The 1.6-acre lot 
has a brick-paved entry 
portal and mountain views. 
$645,000. Marilyn Foss, 
Sotheby’s  International Realty, 
(505) 231-2500



“The bonds that wealth 
managers develop 
with their clients are 
unusual,” said Brooke 
Harrington in The 
Guardian (U.K.). Today, 
the world has 167,669 
“ultra-high-net-worth 
individuals”—people 
with at least $30 million 
in investable assets—
many of whom are 
paranoid about becom-
ing targets for scam 
artists, kidnappers, and 
scheming relatives. 
Many wealth managers 
describe having to per-
form “extraordinary acts 
of service” early in the 
job to prove themselves 
trustworthy. David, a 
British manager in Hong 
Kon g, described one 
client who demanded 
that he secure 1,000 
sides of smoked salmon 
for a business deal in 
Japan in the span of 
a few days. Eleanor, 
an American manager 
based in Geneva, 
was asked to locate a 
bracelet lost outside 
a London restaurant, 
which the client would 
not identify. When she 
somehow managed to 
find the jewelry, she 
“earned a loyal client for 
decades to come.”

How the wealthy
test their advisers

BUSINESS

Snapchat is “expanding its horizons 
beyond its core messaging app,” 
said Peter Kafka in Recode.net. 
The social media company, best 
known for its disappearing pictures 
and videos, unveiled its first hard-
ware product last week: a pair of 
smartphone-connected sunglasses 
that can record and share video. 
The glasses, dubbed “Spectacles,” 
record in 10-second bursts when 
you tap a button on the side of 
the frames; the video can then be automatically 
shared on the Snapchat app. CEO Evan Spiegel 
has downplayed the impact of Spectacles for 
now, describing them as a fun “toy.” But, in a 
nod to Snapchat’s growing ambitions, the com-
pany has rebranded itself “Snap Inc.” 

By moving into hardware, “Snap 
is stepping up the fight against 
Facebook,” said Damon Beres 
in Mashable.com. Its chief social 
media rival has also invested heav-
ily in wearable tech, purchasing 
the virtual reality–headset maker 
Oculus for $2 billion in 2014. 
“Spectacles are a much smaller 
deal,” but serve as proof that the 
company “is prepared to move 
beyond its social-sharing app.” 

Spectacles, which will go on sale this fall for $130 
a pair, could also accelerate the company’s already 
explosive growth by encouraging more people to 
spontaneously share photos and videos without 
reaching for a smartphone. Another advantage: 
“Spectacles don’t look like dorky Google Glass.”

Tech: Snapchat releases new smart sunglasses

Aerospace: Elon Musk sketches vision for Mars trips
Elon Musk unveiled a plan this week to put humans on Mars “in 
roughly the next decade,” said Andy Pasztor in The Wall Street Journal. 
Speaking at an international space conference in Mexico, the billionaire 
entrepreneur described how reusable rockets would launch passenger 
ships into orbit, return to Earth, and then blast off again with more fuel 
for the passenger vehicles’ six-month journey to the Red Planet. Musk, 
whose company SpaceX has become a leader in private space flight since 
it was founded 14 years ago, didn’t lay out specific funding projections, 
but said any mission “is going to be a huge public-private partnership.” 

Pharma: Pfizer scuttles breakup plans
Drug giant Pfizer said this week it won’t split into two publicly traded 
companies after all, said Linda Johnson in the Associated Press. The 
company, which makes Viagra, Lipitor, and Lyrica, spent $600 mil-
lion over the past several years studying and  preparing for a possible 
breakup, with one firm to be focused on generics and older drugs and 
the other on newer patent-protected drugs. Investors, frustrated by the 
company’s lagging stock price, “argued that by splitting up, the result-
ing two companies might grow faster than one.” The chances for a 
breakup faded over the summer, however, amid increased sales.

Tech: Feds sue Palantir for discrimination
The Labor Department has accused Silicon Valley data analytics com-
pany Palantir Technologies of discriminating against Asian job appli-
cants, said Jessica Guynn in USA Today. The government’s lawsuit, filed 
against Palantir this week, alleges that Asian applicants were routinely 
eliminated in the company’s screening process “despite being as qualified 
as white applicants.” The “notoriously secretive” company risks losing 
its lucrative government contracts with clients like the U.S. Army and 
the FBI thanks to the suit. Palantir “firmly” denies the allegations.

Banking: Legal woes mount for Wells Fargo
Wells Fargo “has been hit with at least four prospective class-action 
lawsuits” since it fired 5,300 workers for opening accounts without 
customers’ knowledge, said James Rufus Koren in the Los Angeles 
Times. One case was filed this week in Los Angeles federal court on 
behalf of employees who said they were either fired or demoted “for 
refusing to open bogus accounts to meet aggressive sales goals.” The 
bank also agreed this week to claw back $41 million in compensation 
from CEO John Stumpf. 
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Smile! You’re on camera.

A survey of 100 CEOs in 
the U.K. found that 76 of 
them have considered mov-
ing their corporate head-
quarters or parts of their 
business out of Britain since 
the country’s vote in June to 
leave the European Union. 
Bloomberg.com

Roughly a billion people 
around the world now use 
each of Google’s most popu-
lar services: Chrome, Google 
Maps, Gmail, Android, and 
YouTube. By Google’s esti-
mates, that’s nearly a third of 
the global online population. 
TheVerge.com

Drug company Mylan 
dramatically underreported 
its EpiPen profits during a 
congressional hearing last 
week. CEO Heather Bresch 
told lawmakers that Mylan’s 
profit was $100 for a two-pack 
of the injectors, on a $608 list 
price. But in a filing days later, 
the company  said it made 

closer to 
$166 on 
each 
two-

pack. The 
figure given 
to lawmak-

ers, Mylan said, 
included the U.S. corporate 
tax rate of 37.5 percent, even 
though Mylan paid a 7.4 per-
cent overall tax rate last year. 
The Wall Street Journal

The container-shipping 
business is set to lose as 
much as $10 billion this year, 
with 11 of the 12 biggest con-
tainer lines reporting huge 
losses for the second quar-
ter. Analysts say overcapac-
ity in the shipping industry 
since the global financial 
crisis is to blame, with too 
many vessels built and not 
enough scrapped. 
Economist.com 

U.S. airlines have collected 
a combined $26.2 billion in 
checked-bag fees since 2007, 
when airlines first began 
charging such fees to offset 
the soaring cost of jet fuel. 
That’s nearly enough to buy 
Delta, the most valuable 
airline in the U.S., which is 
worth just over $27 billion. 
Thrillist.com

The bottom line
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Making money

“Can you trust your bank?” asked Jon-
nelle Marte in The Washington Post. 
It’s a fair question to ask in the wake of 
revelations that Wells Fargo employees 
opened as many as 2 million sham credit 
card and checking accounts for custom-
ers without their permission. The scan-
dal hits particularly close to home for 
consumers, “because it wasn’t executed 
by sophisticated cybercriminals, but by 
everyday branch-level workers.” Wells 
Fargo’s aggressive cross-selling—a sales 
technique in which companies pitch ex-
isting customers on additional products 
and services—has been blamed for the debacle, with workers 
under intense pressure to meet demanding sales quotas. But the 
San Francisco–based banking giant “is hardly alone in aggres-
sively pushing accounts.” Bank consumers have filed more than 
31,000 complaints since 2011 about the opening, closing, and 
management of their accounts, according to the Consumer Fi-
nancial Protection Bureau, including unauthorized credit cards 
opened on their behalf.

Cross-selling isn’t entirely bad, said Veronica Dagher in The 
Wall Street Journal. For customers with brand loyalty, it can 
mean savings on mortgages, cheaper checking accounts, waived 
fees, and other perks. Using multiple services with the same 
bank can also simplify your financial life, making it easier to 
manage accounts and pay bills in one place. But “just because a 

company is offering to sell you another 
product or service, it doesn’t mean it will 
save you money.” Be wary of salespeople 
pressuring you to buy products you 
don’t want or need, especially if they say 
the offer is time-sensitive or exclusive. 
Make sure you understand what the 
base product costs, what features you’re 
paying extra for, and whether or not 
you’re paying an introductory rate that 
will change later. “Take the time to shop 
around for other offers, and don’t be 
afraid to say no.”

Want to know if Wells Fargo scammed you? asked Matt Krantz 
in USA Today. Just log into your account and make sure you 
recognize everything there. “You can also get a free credit re-
port that will show all accounts in your name.” Maybe you’re 
looking for a new bank after this scandal, said Kristin Wong 
in Lifehacker.com. Why not try a credit union instead? Unlike 
traditional banks, which have to meet sales goals to keep in-
vestors happy, “credit unions don’t have customers; they have 
members.” Account holders are part owners, with the right to 
both vote and run for the board of directors, with each mem-
ber getting a vote no matter how much he or she has invested. 
They’re also not-for-profit, which means there’s no incentive 
to push products that aren’t in customers’ financial interest. As 
a result, “credit unions also typically have better interest rates 
and fewer fees.” 

Wells Fargo scand al: Protecting your accounts 
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Struggling with a loss of trust

New deadline for financial aid

College students and their parents have only 
just unpacked the U-Haul for this school year, 
but already they’re facing “the unexpected 
chore of tackling the mind-boggling paperwork 
for financial aid for the 2017-18 academic 
year,” said Susan Tompor in the Detroit Free 
Press. Beginning this year, the filing season for 
the Free Application for Federal Student Aid, 
or FAFSA, starts Oct. 1 instead of in January. 
The earlier timeline is designed to better line 
up with the college application season, so that 
high school seniors and their parents have a 
clearer understanding of what their aid pack-
age might be as they figure out which schools 
they can afford. It’s important not to wait too 
long past the October kickoff; in many cases, 
“financial aid is offered on a first come, first 
served basis.”  

Premium at the pump? Don’t bother

“Drivers are wasting their money on premium 
gas,” said Eli Blumenthal in USA Today. 
Amer i cans spent more than $2.1 billion over 
the past year pumping expensive premium-
grade gas into cars designed to run on regular 
fuel, according to a new study by AAA. In tests 
run by the driver advocacy organization, pre-
mium fuel offered “no benefit” to engine life, 

fuel economy, or emissions control compared 
with regular gas. Cars with turbocharged en-
gines need the higher-grade fuel, but they are 
in the minority on American roads. Cars with 
engines built for regular fuel make up 70 per-
cent of U.S. vehicles. Using premium gas in a 
car that doesn’t need it, said Greg Brannon, 
AAA’s director of automotive engineering, is 
like “putting dollars out the tailpipe.” 

Finding a lost 401(k)

“It’s surprisingly easy to lose track of your 
retirement savings,” said Ben Steverman in 
Bloomberg.com. It’s estimated that nearly a 
million workers lose track of a 401(k)-style 
account each year, but currently there is no 
central database where you can look up old 
retirement accounts or pensions. Congress is 
now considering a bill that would create a 
retirement “lost and found” for abandoned ac-
counts. In the meantime, the U.S. Pension Ben-
efit Guaranty Corp.—the federal agency that 
insures traditio nal private-sector pensions— 
is planning to expand its searchable database 
for lost pensions to include 401(k) plans that 
have been shut down. Beginning in 2018, the 
agency will add information on stranded assets 
to its database, then look for account owners 
and pay out the benefits when it finds them. 

What the experts say

After miracu-
lously surviv-
ing the 2004 
Indian Ocean 
tsunami that 
left more 
than 230,000 
people dead, 
Petra Nem-
cova was 
inspired to help rebuild the devastated 
communities that had been left behind. 
Two years later, the former model  estab-
lished the Happy Hearts Fund (happy 
heartsfund.org), which works to rebuild 
safe, resilient schools in areas affected 
by natural disasters. Over the past 
10 years, the organization has rebuilt 
more than 130 schools in 10 countries. 
Dozens of schools have been constructed 
in Indonesia, Haiti, Nepal, and Mexico 
following recent earthquakes; com-
puter labs have also been donated in 
Colombia, Mexico, and Peru following 
devastating floods. These efforts have 
helped educate some 50,000 children. 

Charity of the week

Each charity we feature has earned a 
four-star overall rating from Charity 
Navigator, which rates not-for-profit 
organizations on the strength of their 
finances, their governance practices, 
and the transparency of their operations. 
Four stars is the group’s highest rating. 
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Yahoo’s massive security breach, with 500 million ac-
counts compromised, shows that companies still can’t 
be trusted to protect our personal data, said Susan 
Hennessey. Hacks of stores, corporations, and even 
governments are “now routine”; clearly, “when it 
comes to cybersecurity, we are not learning the right 
lessons.” Yahoo, like other firms before it, was quick 
to point the finger at state-sponsored hackers, which 
has the effect of suggesting that there was nothing the 
company could have done against a determined for-
eign enemy. But that’s deflecting blame from Yahoo’s 
own security lapses. Most data breaches, including 
those committed by foreign agents, exploit known 

weaknesses. Companies don’t take steps to fix these 
vulnerabilities for any number of reasons. Some 
hesitate to share information about cyberthreats with 
competitors. Others are afraid of inconveniencing 
customers by asking them to repeatedly install secu-
rity updates. “The bottom line is that companies do 
not have adequate economic incentive to invest in se-
curity infrastructure.” Until something changes—like 
governments stepping in to hold companies respon-
sible for cyberbreaches—the onus will be on indi-
vidual consumers to safeguard their own data. “The 
only responsible approach is to presume breaches are 
inevitable and try to mitigate the damage.” 

Too many of us are still “stuck on the clock,” said 
Rebecca Greenfield. Forty-two percent of workers 
aren’t in hourly-wage jobs, according to the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics. Yet the traditional 9-to-5 sched-
ule remains stubbornly rooted in our work culture, 
despite a mountain of evidence that it “doesn’t 
conform to most people’s lives, or their workflows.” 
Studies have shown, for example, that sitting in 
a chair for eight straight hours doesn’t translate 
into steady output; the best hours for productivity 
also vary from person to person. Some pioneering 
companies have experimented with workday varia-
tions, such as the four-day week or the six-hour 

day, but even those approaches measure efficiency 
in hours worked, not work performed. Perhaps the 
best schedule is no schedule at all. In a recent study, 
workers at an unnamed Fortune 500 company 
were given leeway to work whenever they wanted. 
“They didn’t work fewer hours, just different ones 
that better fit their lives.” The system resulted in an 
improved sense of well-being for all those involved, 
with no dip in the quality of work. But if that 
sounds too radical, perhaps employers could start 
with some wiggle room at the end of the day. “All 
we really want is a little control—and to make that 
6 o’clock yoga class once in a while.” A
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Cybersecurity? 
You’re on 
your own.
Susan Hennessey

Financial Times

Let’s kill 
the 9-to-5 
workday
Rebecca Greenfield

Bloomberg.com

Twitter is “rethinking whether it can 
survive as an independent company,” 
said Mike Isaac in The New York Times. 
With user growth stalled and revenue 
flattening, the 140-character social 
media network is reportedly in early 
talks with potential buyers, and Google, 
Salesforce, Microsoft, and even Disney 
are said to be among the most serious 
suitors. Any buyer would inherit Twit-
ter’s current challenges, “including man-
agement turmoil, lackluster growth, and 
an unsolved identity crisis,” said Sarah 
Frier in Bloomberg.com. Facebook, 
which has roughly 1.7 billion monthly 
active users, dwarfs Twitter’s mere 313 million users, and up-
start Snapchat has more people signing onto its service every 
day. A buyer would also be tasked with cleaning up hate speech 
on the platform and fighting state censorship, issues that don’t 
typically figure in the average corporate acquisition. 

“A deal is by no means assured in light of the company’s uncer-
tain financial prospects and steep price tag,” said Liana Baker 
in Reuters.com. Despite having a stock market value of $16 bil-
lion, Twitter has never turned a profit. But if a purchase does go 
through, expect big changes to follow. Salesforce, which makes 
cloud-based sales software, could make Twitter more of a busi-
ness tool, helping companies analyze their online conversations 
with customers. A Twitter owned by Google could help the search 
giant catch up in the social media race, where it has long lagged. 
But such a deal would undoubtedly draw scrutiny from antitrust 
regulators already nervous about Google’s grip on the web.

“Grabbing Twitter makes great sense 
for Disney because it adds to the 
Mouse’s media empire,” said Daniel 
Roberts in Yahoo.com. Twitter is more 
of a media company than a social net-
work these days, having cut deals to 
stream NFL games and the presidential 
debates. Disney could flood Twitter 
with content, especially sports clips 
from its ESPN channel, which is strug-
gling to connect with cord-cutting 
Millennials. It’s “not insane” to think 
Disney could buy Twitter, said Peter 
Kafka in Recode.net. Twitter CEO Jack 
Dorsey is on Disney’s board and close 

to Disney CEO Bob Iger. But a Disney-Twitter merger would push 
rival media companies into the arms of Facebook and Snapchat. 
Also, why would Disney want to associate its “pristine brand” 
with “a playground for the worst people on the internet?” 

“The only owner that makes sense for Twitter, flawed as it may 
be, is Twitter itself,” said Will Oremus in Slate.com. Twitter has 
its issues, but millions of people still use it every day. Bringing in 
a new corporate owner, intent on leveraging Twitter to boost its 
own business, would probably mean sacrificing what users love 
about it, including its role as the “de facto global town square.” 
Whatever users think, investors are pining for a sale, said Joon 
Ian Wong in Qz.com. The company’s shares spike whenever 
a deal is rumored to be in the works, with the stock jumping 
20 percent last week alone. “Just the whiff of an acquisition” 
now has Twitter investors’ flagging hopes up. And when share-
holders want something badly enough, they tend to get it. 

Issue of the week: Twitter looks for a savior

Twitter CEO Jack Dorsey
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Arnold Palmer was rightfully 
nicknamed The King. Handsome 
and charismatic, he won 62 PGA 
tournaments—putting him fifth on 

the all-time list—triumphed in seven majors, and 
became the first golfer to earn $1 million in career 
prize money. Palmer had a swaggering playing 
style that helped popularize golf in the TV era, 
bringing energy and zest to a sport that before 
him had been dominated by moneyed men wear-
ing knickers and tweed caps. After smashing the 
ball off the tee, he’d march down the fairway, his 
sandy hair falling across his forehead, a cigarette 
sometimes dangling from his lips. When faced 
with a tricky lie, he would almost always eschew 
conservatism in favor of a high-risk, high-reward 
shot—an entertaining approach that won him a legion of adoring 
fans known as Arnie’s Army. “Trouble is bad to get into but fun to 
get out of,” he explained. “I suppose there’s a place to play it safe, 
but as far as I’m concerned, it’s not on the golf course.”

“Palmer rose from a blue-collar background,” said The Washington 
Post. He grew up in Latrobe, Pa., where his father—a former 
steelworker—provided golf lessons and served as greenkeeper at 
the local country club. Under his father’s simple instructions, “Hit 
it hard, boy,” Palmer developed a highly unorthodox yet effective 
swing. He started caddying at age 11, won several major local tour-
naments in his teens, and attended Wake Forest University in North 
Carolina on a sports scholarship. He didn’t finish his studies: When 
his best friend died in a car accident, Palmer dropped out and 
served in the Coast Guard for three years. In 1954, seven months 
out of the Coast Guard and not having played competitively for 
years, he beat the odds to win the U.S. Amateur tournament. Days 
later, he became a professional golfer, and the following year he 
won his first PGA tournament, the Canadian Open. 

“The next decade was one of heroic achievement,” said The 
Guardian (U.K.). Palmer won his first Masters in 1958. Two years 

later he repeated the feat, and went on to clinch 
the U.S. Open too. He won the British Open 
in 1961 and 1962, helping revive the “almost 
moribund” tournament, and earned two more 
Masters titles, in 1962 and 1964. His winning 
record was all the more impressive given that he 
was often competing against two other all-time 
greats: his compatriot Jack Nicklaus, and South 
Africa’s Gary Player. Yet success in one of the 
four majors, the PGA Championship, always 
eluded Palmer; he tied for second on three occa-
sions. “I should have won it,” he said. “I wanted 
it too bad.” 

With TV beaming golf “into Middle America’s 
living room,” Palmer became a “crossover 

star,” said the Los Angeles Times. He endorsed anything and 
 everything—sporting equipment, cars, cigarettes, soft drinks, 
even tractors and dry cleaners—and was soon earning more than 
$500,000 a year from brands. Palmer guest-hosted for Johnny 
Carson on The Tonight Show, and became good friends with 
President Dwight Eisenhower. His favorite drink, a mix of ice tea 
and lemonade, became known around the world as an “Arnold 
Palmer.” One of his most successful ventures was his golf course 
design company, which “has designed more than 200 courses 
around the world,” said The Times (U.K.). Palmer bought two 
courses himself: the Bay Hill Club and Lodge in Orlando, which 
stages a PGA Tour event, and the country club in Pennsylvania 
where his father had been the club pro.

Palmer won his last PGA tournament in 1973, said The New York 
Times. He later helped popularize the recently formed Senior PGA 
Tour, and continued playing in the Masters until 2004. He retired 
from all tournament golf two years later, at age 77. His only major 
disappointment was his nickname, which he hated. “There is no 
king of golf,” he said. “Never has been, never will be. Golf is the 
most democratic game on Earth. It punishes and exalts us all with 
splendid equal opportunity.”

Jean Shepard blazed a trail for strong, 
confident women in country music. The 
honky-tonk singer broke into the male-
dominated genre in the 1950s and glee-

fully defied its conventions, which dictated that women 
in country songs must be loyal wives, innocent girls, or 
devilish barroom temptresses. Armed with a powerful, 
penetrating voice, Shepard slammed no-good men in hit 
songs like “The Root of All Evil (Is a Man),” suggested 
she was up for a little ex-marital fun in “Twice the 
Lovin’ (in Half the Time),” and attacked sexist double 
standards in “Two Whoops and a Holler.” Her long-
time producer, Ken Nelson, fretted about her choice of 
songs. “He said, ‘It puts you in a bad light. We want to keep you as 
a sweet little country gal,’” Shepard recalled in 2011. “And I said, 
‘Well, then, Ken—you don’t know me very well.’”

“She was born Ollie Imogene Shepard in Pauls Valley, Okla., one 
of 10 children,” said The New York Times. Her parents were 
poor sharecroppers, and her childhood home had no electricity or 
running water. After moving at age 11 with her family to Visalia, 
Calif., Shepard formed a high school band called the Melody 

Ranch Girls, “playing a bass fiddle that her parents 
had paid for by pawning furniture.” She caught the 
“eyes and ears of Capitol Records superstar Hank 
Thompson, who helped her sign with the label,” 
said Billboard.com. Her first single, 1952’s “Crying 
Steel Guitar Waltz,” flopped. But her next release, a 
duet with Ferlin Husky titled “A Dear John Letter,” 
was a million-selling chart-topper. Shepard began 
touring, and at 22 was invited to join the Grand Ole 
Opry. Then in 1963 her husband, singer Hawkshaw 
Hawkins, died in the same plane crash that killed 
country superstar Patsy Cline. Shepard was left a 
widow, eight months pregnant and raising a toddler.

Several months after the crash, the still-grieving Shepard began 
recording again “and worked tirelessly to support her two boys,” 
said The Tennessean. She turned out some of the biggest hits of her 
career, including 1964’s “Second Fiddle (to an Old Guitar)” and 
1966’s “If Teardrops Were Silver.” The hits dried up in the 1970s, 
but she kept touring and in 2011 was inducted into the Country 
Music Hall of Fame. “I hung in there,” she said at the ceremony, 
“like a hair on a grilled cheese.” 

Obituaries
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The champion golfer who helped bring the sport to the masses

The country star who sang of independent women
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A burning love for scented candles
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In addition to an array of candle accesso-
ries, diffusers, and room sprays, the store 
also has a make-your-own-candle area, a 
section devoted to kitchenware, a Ben & 
Jerry’s counter, and a room filled with jams, 
jellies, and syrups. There’s a year-round 
Bavarian Christmas village that’s showered 
with fake snow every four minutes and 
has a toy shop with a resident Santa who 
refuses to break character. Yankee Candle 
Village is the epitome of sensory overload.

The village gets about 2 million visitors a 
year and is considered one of Mass a chu-
setts’ top tourist destinations, though locals 
frequent it, too.

“This is my happy place,” says Lisa 
McCannon, a 53-year-old Worcester, 
Mass., resident shopping with her daughter 
and granddaughter. “I discovered Yankee 
a long, long time ago, when I became a 
homeowner.”

“Everyone at school has these candles,” 
adds Maddy Sung, a 21-year-old college 
student at nearby Amherst College. She’s 
shopping with friends between finals. “It’s 
really popular around here.”

Here, sure, but everywhere else too.

T
ODAY, YANKEE CANDLE is a corporate 
giant, with 30,000 locations that sell 
its products in the U.S., in addition 

to those hundreds of retail stores. It also has 
a global reach, with several Yankee Candle 

outposts in Europe 
and Canada, and 
more than 10,000 
stores that carry the 
brand outside of the 
U.S. Its beginnings, 
however, were as 
humble as they come.

In December 1969, 
a 17-year-old high 
school senior named 
Michael Kittredge 
didn’t have enough 
money for Christmas 
gifts and decided to 
make his own candles 
for his mother. He 
melted wax and cray-
ons over a stovetop, 
and used a milk car-
ton as a mold. After 
a family friend saw 
them and offered 
to buy the batch, 

Kittredge decided “that was all the applause 
I needed,” as he told The New York Times. 
“I went out, bought more wax, and sure 
enough, sold some more candles.”

By 1970, Kittredge’s operation had com-
pletely taken over his parents’ house, so 
he temporarily moved to an old mill in 
Holyoke, Mass., after securing a $2,000 
loan from Hampshire National Bank using 
a guitar, a banjo, and an old stereo system 
as collateral. He called his company Yankee 
Candle, even though friends warned him 
the project wouldn’t succeed with such a 
“corny” name. 

His venture took off, New England Business 
wrote, because it was “the last major candle 
company that still dips by hand.” Kittredge 
officially incorporated the company in 1976 
and sold $21,000 worth of candles that 
year. By 1987, Yankee Candle had devel-
oped 50 different scents and was producing 
30 million candles a year, bringing in an 
annual revenue of $6.5 million.

Although Yankee Candle had come a long 
way from Kittredge’s kitchen, the founder 
wanted the company to retain a sense of 
homey authenticity. This meant having 
handwritten labels and making sure there 
were whimsical storylines attached to each 
scent. Kittredge was also obsessed with 
how his stores looked and felt. A die-hard 
fan of the Walt Disney Co., he would often 
travel to Orlando to get display ideas from 

The Yankee Candle company sells nearly $1 billion in fragrant votives to its obsessive fans each year, said 
 journalist Chavie Lieber. Its secret to success? A steady stream of new scents, some downright bizarre. 

With 100 different fragrances mixed each day, Yankee Candle’s factory smells “sickeningly sweet.”

P
INEAPPLE CILANTRO. 

Wedding Day. 
Lucky Shamrock. 

Bright Copper Kettles. 
Orange Dreamsicle. Safe 
& Citrus. Pink Sands. 
Bahama Breeze. Peach 
Cobbler. Picnic in the 
Park. Napa Valley Sun. 

Yankee Candle sells 
every scent you can 
imagine, and many 
more you can’t. It’s also 
a company that seems 
to be everywhere, from 
big-box stores like Wal-
mart and Bed Bath & 
Beyond to small home-
goods boutiques to the 
585 Yankee Candle 
retail locations across 
the country.

The candle industry, in 
general, is having a moment, thanks in part 
to the rise of luxury candle brands. Yet even 
with the likes of Diptyque and Nest enjoy-
ing recent unprecedented success, nobody 
can come close to competing with Yankee 
Candle, a company responsible for nearly 
half of all candle sales in the country. It’s 
ubiquitous, and its fans are obsessive.

The Yankee Candle magic begins in 
Deerfield, Mass., home to Yankee Candle 
Village, a campus swaddled in tulips. There’s 
a gazebo and a quaint restaurant and a 
candle-making museum on the grounds.

There is, of course, also a Yankee Candle 
store there. You might even call it the 
Yankee Candle store. Housed inside a giant, 
repurposed barn that has vintage toy trains 
running on elevated tracks, it holds, among 
other things, rooms upon rooms upon 
rooms of candles—200 varieties in all.

The candles come in various forms (pillar, 
votive, jar, tumbler, tea light) and start at 
just $1. Some are displayed by category: 
“fresh scents” like Wild Sea Grass or 
Meadow Showers, or “food scents” like 
Peach Cobbler or Pumpkin Ginger Bark. 
Others are organized into collections that 
are a bit more high-concept: The “Catching 
Rays” section has candles like Morning 
Mist, Moonlit Garden, and Turquoise Sky, 
all of which are varying shades of blue and 
promise to make shoppers “feel warmed all 
throughout the day.” 

THE WEEK October 7, 2016 



Disney theme parks. He wanted Yankee 
Candle locations to have the same emo-
tional resonance as Disney World.

As the Massachusetts business journal 
BusinessWest put it in 1993, “How can a 
company succeed so well selling a product 
that’s been around for thousands of years—
and that has been functionally obsolete for 
almost a century, thanks to Thomas Edison? 
Kittredge does not sell pieces of wax and 
string. He sells entertainment, fantasy, nos-
talgia, romance.”

Success kept coming. By the time Kittredge 
stepped down as president, in 1998, sales 
had reached $184.5 million. (He started 
another candle company, Kringle, with 
his son in 2009. Yes, it looks remark-
ably familiar.) In 1998, 90 percent of 
the firm was sold to an investment firm 
for a reported $400 million. Yankee 
Candle went into full expansion mode.

The company has gone through several 
more acquisitions in the past decade. 
In 2006, it was sold to Chicago invest-
ment firm Madison Dearborn Partners, 
and then again, in 2013, to Jarden, 
which merged late last year with Newell 
Brands. Still, its revenue has consistently 
climbed over the years, from $642 mil-
lion in 2012 to $832 million in 2015.

Yankee Candle knows exactly whom it’s 
selling to. Eighty percent of its custom-
ers are women, and those women tend to be 
“between 30 and 50, mostly suburban, who 
have families and are homeowners,” accord-
ing to Yankee CEO Hope Margala. And the 
brand works hard to give them exactly what 
they want: holiday candles like Christmas 
Cookie and Sparkling Cinnamon, and best-
selling classic scents like Clean Cotton and 
Pink Sands.

The company also relies on a steady stream 
of new scents—some abstract, some straight-
up bizarre—to keep customers coming 
back, which is why you’ll see labels that read 
Schnit zel With Noodles, Movie Night, and 
A Child’s Wish.

In 2012, it introduced a men’s collection 
with scents like 2x4, Rid ing Mower, and 
Man Town. The line was supposed to 
attract male shoppers, but instead became 
a full-on sensation thanks to rabid female 
fans, many of whom took to social media 
to express their love for the man-scents. 
The response inspired a sketch from Jim my 
Fal lon and internet memes claiming that 
the Moun tain Lodge scent was better than 
a boyfriend. 

A 
FEW MINUTES down the road from 
Yankee Candle Village is the com-
pany’s production facility. It’s nearly 

as big as a football stadium and features 
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18 production lines, most of which are 
active around the clock—24 hours a day, 
seven days a week—to produce millions 
of candles a week. The facility employs 
510 hourly employees and 90 salaried 
staff members, according to Jim Scott, the 
62-year-old vice president of manufacturing.

The factory mixes 100 different fragrances a 
day, and smells sickeningly sweet, the result 
of countless distinct scents blended into 
one. It’s horrible. Scott says employees get 
used to it, for the most part—that is, unless 
bacon candles are in production. Mmm, 
Bacon! is a scent pretty much everyone at 
the plant finds particularly unsettling.

 memory associated with the candle’s scent.”

Yankee Candle’s Macintosh scent (as in 
Macintosh apple) is what got 37-year-old 
Kevin Russo hooked on the brand nearly 
20 years ago. The candle was a constant 
at his grandmother’s house, and it contin-
ues to remind him of his happy childhood 
memories. It’s a similar story for Zac Szoke. 
Yankee Candle scents help the freelance 
pharmaceutical marketer with his anxiety. 
When he moved from New Jersey to Maine 
for a job a few months ago, he lit Lilac 
Blossom candles because they make him 
think of home—specifically, of his grand-
mother, who passed away 11 years ago.

Russo, who reviews his weekly 
Yankee Candle hauls on his YouTube 
channel, has experimented with other 
candle companies like Jo Malone 
(“overrated”) and Diptyque (“it’s 
really out of my price range”) and 
indie brands sold at Anthropologie. 
He declares that Yankee Candle is 
the best.

“Their scents are the most true to 
life,” says Russo. “Their Chocolate 
Layer Cake candle literally smells 
like cake batter coming straight out 
of your oven! No other company can 
do that.”

Both Russo and Szoke are part of 
a large network of Yankee Candle super-
fans who have mobilized thanks to social 
media. They’re both members of Team 
Yankee, a Facebook group started by Andy 
Fairclough, a business manager who lives 
just outside of London. The group has 
more than 4,000 members and a long wait 
list. It should be noted that many of these 
members are male—although 80 percent of 
Yankee Candle customers are women, the 
male 20 percent are exceptionally devoted.

Fairclough owns about 350 large Yankee 
Candle jars, and like many fans, he 
chases after discontinued scents like Pink 
Lady Slipper, Silver White Winters, and 
Rainbow’s End. Some of these scents 
are considered “the holy grail of Yankee 
Candle,” Fairclough says, and people will 
spend hundreds of dollars to buy them off 
sites like eBay. 

Some candles are “definitely keepers, and 
not burners,” Fairclough says, meaning they 
remain untouched, never to be lit.

“I got a candle yesterday called Sunflower. 
I can’t explain it, and I know it sounds 
crazy, but it truly did smell like a ray of 
sunshine!” he laughs. 

Excerpted from an article that originally 
appeared on Vox Media’s Racked.com. 
Reprinted with permission. 

Fans sniff the wares at the Yankee Candle Village.

The factory is loud, with machines pour-
ing, wicking, wrapping, boxing, and label-
ing; employees on the floor move product 
through the process, inspecting it along the 
way. Last year, the facility made 77 million 
jar candles, 60 million votives, and 50 mil-
lion tea lights, which the brand calls “tarts.”

Down on the floor, streams of red wax—
Caramel Apple Cake—pour straight into 
glass jars at 155 degrees. After the batch 
is finished, the same machine begins to 
pour another scent, Autumn Leaves, but 
the first few batches will be separated out. 
Since they aren’t 100 percent “pure” scents, 
they’ll go to a Yankee Candle outlet.

“You see all those candles in the store and 
you think, ‘Oh, these must have been made 
by elves!’” jokes Scott. “But really, it’s this 
whole process.”

S
CENT IS THE quickest way to change 
someone’s mood, quicker than any 
other sense or modality. It affects 

the emotional part of your brain.” This is 
how Dr. Alan Hirsch of Chicago’s Smell & 
Taste Treatment and Research Foundation 
explains the draw of scented candles.

“When you collect candles,” he says, “you 
aren’t just collecting the smell of the candle, 
you are also collecting the emotion of 
the experience when you first created the 
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Find the solutions to all The Week ’s puzzles online: www.theweek.com/puzzle.

Crossword No. 378: Watch the Birdie by Matt Gaffney

Sources: A complete list of publications cited in The Week can be found at theweek.com/sources.

The Week Contest

This week’s question: Scientists say a libidinous, 100-
year- old giant tortoise named Diego has almost single-
handedly saved his species from extinction, by fathering 
some 800 babies on the Galápagos island of Española 
over the past 50 years. If an animation studio were to 
make a family-friendly movie about Diego’s amorous 
exploits, what title could it give the film?

Last week’s contest: A 70-year-old Kansas man allegedly 
robbed a bank at gunpoint and moments later surren-
dered to police because he preferred being in jail to going 
home to his wife. If the miserable husband were to write 
a country song about his would-be robbery, what would 
it be called?

THE WINNER: “(Because You’re Mine) I’ll Do the Time” 
Doug DesGeorges, Las Cruces, N.M.

SECOND PLACE: “Please Don’t Release Me” 
Janine Witte, New Hope, Pa.

THIRD PLACE: “I Held a Bank Up ’Cuz You Let Me Down” 
Michael Rouse, Troy, Mich.

For runners-up and complete contest rules, please go 
to theweek.com/contest.

How to enter: Submissions should be emailed to 
contest @ theweek.com. Please include your name, 
ad dress, and daytime telephone number for verification; 
this week, type “Stud tortoise” in the subject line. Entries 
are due by noon, Eastern Time, Tuesday, Oct. 4. Winners 

will appear on the Puzzle Page next issue 
and at theweek.com/puzzles on Friday, 
Oct. 7. In the case of identical or similar 
entries, the first one received gets credit. ACROSS

1  Little white lie

4  San Diego player

9  Easy breakfast

14  Glass of radio

15  Common font

16  Pill for pain

17  “Ode on a Grecian 

Urn” poet

19  Mass and hajj

20  Beyond the  

threshold of

21  The Nats won it 

this year

23  Letters on many 

aircraft carriers

24  Trail mix component

26  Pageantry

28  Plays like a pro

36  Send to cloud nine

37  Certain overindulger

38  Pay to play

39  Smear

40  Cat known for singing

43  Not der or die

44  Reagan and Clinton

46  Grieve audibly

47  College Station 

student

49  Intentionally confusing 

information

52  New Zealander

53  Its current director is 

John O. Brennan

54  Do the same as

56  Head over heels

60  Wilma’s husband

64  Right-hand man to 

Batman

66  Where to buy an 

Ektorp chair

68  Trolley car’s sound

69  Fruit in some chutney

70  Palm or peanut

71  Devil’s pair

72  Storage units

73  Beautiful New Zealand 

parrot often found in 

crosswords, and in 

recent news due to its 

threatened status—but 

also found hiding in 

this puzzle’s theme 

entries

DOWN

1  Water named for a 

country

2  Element that’s 

“ferrum” in Latin

3  Thai currency

4  Neighbor of 

Afghanistan: abbr.

5  “Isn’t that true about 

me?”

6  Ivory rival

7  Use a scale from  

1 to 10

8  Actress Lanchester

9  Composer once on 

Hungarian currency

10  Aladdin prince

11  Initiative

12  Nights before big days

13  Minus

18  Trio times 3

22  Life tool?

25  Purposes

27  ___ culpa

28  Passes (out)

29  Dream ender

30  Where the numbers 

may be disappointing

31  11- or 12-year-old

32  Existed

33  When lunch ends, 

often

34  Case part

35  Thumbs-ups

41  Snarky Mark

42  Colorful clothing

45  Conquer moguls

48  Political corruption

50  Dallas family

51  More than a cold snap

54  St. Louis or Paris 

feature

55  Sport whose periods 

are called chukkers

57  No twig

58  Acceptable

59  Get something off 

your chest

61  Corner piece

62  Fourth-largest city in 

Pennsylvania

63  Crème ___ crème

65  Holiday or Quality 

follower

67  Sea plea

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35

36 37 38

39 40 41 42 43

44 45 46 47 48

49 50 51

52 53

54 55 56 57 58 59 60 61 62 63

64 65 66 67

68 69 70

71 72 73

 

Fill in all the 
boxes so that 
each row, column, 
and outlined 
square includes 
all the numbers 
from 1 through 9. 
 
Difficulty:  
medium

Sudoku

The winner gets a one-year  
subscription to The Week.
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The musical of 

a lifetime.

Stephen Sondheim Theatre   124 West 43rd Street   

BeautifulOnBroadway.com O F F I C I A L  A I R L I N E




