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PROUDLY MADE IN THE USA

Youngest 
American  
Killed in Vietnam
Pfc. Dan Bullock of 2nd Battalion,  
5th Marines, was 15 when he died at 
An Hoa on June 7, 1969. (Video). 

Serve His Country?  
Nevermore. 
Before his tortured career as a poet and 
author, Edgar Allen Poe (inset) logged 
eight tormented months at West Point 
and two years in the Army.

Cinematic Combat 
Healed Old Wounds
Making Westerns in Monument Valley, 
John Ford recruited local Navajo to act, 
and lasting friendships resulted.
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by Sarah Richardson

Tucked away on a back road outside 
Sharpsburg, Maryland, Kennedy Farm—
where abolitionist insurrectionist John 
Brown and his crew hid out before attacking 
Harpers Ferry Arsenal in 1859—is hard to 
find and easy to overlook. A few yards 
behind the farmhouse that the revolution-
aries occupied stands a concrete-block 
structure. The Kennedy farmhouse arguably 
ranks among American history’s most signif-
icant sites, but its unpicturesque companion 
has a compelling story of its own, told in 
John Brown to James Brown, a new book by 
Edward Maliskas (johnbrownsfarm.com).

In the 1950s, the Black Elks, the Afri-
can-American arm of the national Improved 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, 
bought the 235-acre property. Erecting a 
concrete-block lodge, the group intended to 
establish a retreat honoring Brown and fea-
turing cabins, a swimming pool, and tennis 
courts. Poor access by road stymied the plan. 
However, the lodge's stage became a fixture 

on America’s segregated show business cir-
cuit. James Brown, B.B. King, Aretha Frank-
lin, and Ike and Tina Turner were among 
acts to appear there. Hundreds of black 
Americans drove miles to reach the remote 
club in its famous setting—until the mid-Six-
ties, when the market for black music grew 
to encompass integrated audiences. With 
larger, more accessible venues at their com-
mand, audiences and performers no longer 
found the Elks dance hall a worthwhile stop. 
In 1966, the Elks sold the property. Now his-
tory aficionado South Lynn owns the spread. 
Lynn has restored the farmhouse, and the 
old lodge still stands, its jubilant past emerg-
ing from the shadows. “I only heard of it by 
chance. It started when I forgot to bring 
enough winter clothes when I moved here 
from Miami,” author Maliskas told the Mar-
tinsburg, West Virginia, Journal, explaining 
how he stumbled onto the story, “I went to a 
local consignment shop and just started 
talking about music with a guy there.” F
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Soul Power 
Author Edward 
Maliskas (top 
inset) in the Elks 
Lodge dressing 
room at Kenne-
dy Farm. James 
Brown gets down 
in Paris, 1971.
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From Revolution 
to Rhythm & Blues
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Taking 
Down 
Taney?
A bust of Roger Taney, the 
Supreme Court justice infa-
mous for his 1857 deci-
sion in the Dred 
Scott case that 
African-Ameri-
cans were not citi-
zens, has stood since 
1931 outside Frederick, 
Maryland's city hall. 
Pressed to remove the bust 
(right), the city is moving 
the image of Taney, who 
began his career as a banker and lawyer 
in Frederick, and one of governor and 
fellow slaveholder Thomas Johnson. 
The busts will be installed at Mount 
Olivet cemetery outside the city.

Similarly longstanding disputation 
over a bronze of Taney at the Maryland 
statehouse in Annapolis took a twist.

Descendants of Taney and Scott met 
at the statue on March 6, 2017, for what 
amounted to a ceremony of reconcilia-
tion. Charles Taney, great-great-great-
grandson of Roger Taney, apologized to 
Lynne Jackson, great-great-granddaugh-
ter of Dred Scott, who offered forgive-
ness. Occurring on the 160th anniversary 
of the high court's Dred Scott decision, 
the event was inspired by Kate Taney 
Billingsley, a New York actress and play-
wright, who wrote a sketch about a 
chance encounter between descendants 
of Scott and Taney.

Those gathering in Annapolis had an 
additional purpose: to advocate the 
installation of a statue of Scott opposite 
the statehouse statue of Taney. Other 
critics of that Taney statue want to 
showcase Maryland natives Frederick 
Douglass and Harriet Tubman. The 
Annapolis Taney statue, seated in judge’s 
robes, has been in place since 1872. 

What may be the last surviving 
traditional Haida longhouse in the 
United States has been gorgeously 
restored. The cedar-plank struc-
ture was built in the 1880s by the 
leader of the Haida, one of more 
than a dozen surviving indige-
nous groups on the Northwest 
Coast. Located outside Kasaan on 
Prince of Wales Island, near the 

Alaskan panhandle, the building underwent restoration by the Civilian 
Conservation Corps in the 1930s. In the past five years, workers 
replaced most of the cedar using traditional Haida technique, and 
treated the original house posts for insect damage. The project, costing 
nearly $1.5 million, included replacing a stolen totem carving.

Up to 150 feet long and 60 feet wide, Haida longhouses sheltered 
several families. Hanging rugs woven of cedar strips divided the 
interior into individual families’ living spaces.

Haida 
House 
Saved

AUGUST 2017   7

America’s first museum devoted to all 
of women’s history debuted in April at 
the New-York Historical Society, 170 
Central Park West. The first show fea-
tures Dolley Madison and her role in 
Washington and activist tennis star  
Billie Jean King. Among factors in the 
museum's evolution was a 2007 Society 
exhibit on how Tiffany lamps—famous 
for the Dragonfly (left), Wisteria, Poppy 
and other shades—were conceived and 
created by designer Clara Driscoll and 
the “Tiffany girls,” Driscoll’s glass-cut-
ting co-workers. The museum will 
focus on women’s contributions and 
permanently display 100 Tiffany lamps. 
Nyhistory.org

Illuminating 
Women’s History
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Scots in the 
Civil War
Researcher Damian Shiels has 
brought a fresh eye to the topic of 
Scots serving in the American Civil 
War. Of 20-plus Scots he found 
listed in 1883 pension records as 
Union soldiers, roughly half died 
during their service, including 
three at an infamous Confederate 
camp at Andersonville, Georgia. 
Survivors included Alexander 
Smith, who returned to Scotland 
minus a foot. Shiels also found 
two women—one in Scotland, one in the United States—who claimed 
pensions for a single Union casualty who had gone by the name  "John 
Burgess" when he got married in Scotland and by "Daniel Driskcoll" 
when he wed a woman in the United States.

Scotland is home to the first Civil War memorial outside the United 
States. Funded in 1890 by subscription, including a donation by Scot-
tish-born magnate Andrew Carnegie, the American Civil War Memo-
rial at Old Calton Cemetery in Edinburgh was proposed by American 
consul and Civil War veteran Wallace Bruce after learning from a 
widow that her veteran husband lay in a pauper’s grave. The 1893 
statue features a life-size Abraham Lincoln holding the Emancipation 
Proclamation. At the base is a freed slave with a book and an American 
flag. A plaque names six Scots killed in the war, and a Union shield, 
sandwiched between thistles and cotton, adorns the monument. 
Sculptor George Edwin Bissell, an American, was a Union veteran.

Shiels, an Irishman who blogs at irishamericancivilwar.com, re-
searches the role of foreign-born soldiers in the Civil War. His most re-
cent book, The Forgotten Irish, was published in October 2016. 
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Remaking Mascots
More than a dozen Oregon schools name teams and mascots using Native 
American terms. The state gave schools like Banks High, whose teams are 
the Braves (right) until this June to replace such symbols and references un-
less they make an arrangement with the tribe depicted. One solution show-
cases the paradoxes involved. For nearly a century, Mohawk High School 
outside Eugene, Oregon, has called its teams the Mohawk Warriors and de-
picted a Native American as a mascot. However, the moniker came not from 
the tribe in New York but the nearby Mohawk River, itself named by New 
Yorker Jacob Spores. Settling in the region in the 1800s, Spores saw a resem-
blance to his home state. Mohawk High contacted the Confederated Tribes 
of the Grand Ronde, a group representing five nearby tribes—Kalapuya, Mo-
lalla, Rogue River, Shasta, and Umpqua. Talks began, but the community 
voted to drop the Native American mascot, and school officials are adding 
instruction about the region's tribes to the local elementary curriculum. 

The East Coast has the 2,190-mile Appa-
lachian Trail. Out west, the Pacific Crest 
Trail spans a string of summits from Can-
ada to Mexico. Shorter and less arduous, 
the 382-mile Oregon Coast Trail runs a bit 
brokenly along that state’s coast. Proposed 
in 1971 and partly established in 1988, the 
little-known trail lacks a continuous, well-
marked route. Advocates are pressing the 
state to fund 60 miles of trail that would 
fill in the gaps. Supporters say completing 
the trail would bring tourist dollars. The 
trail begins in Astoria, Oregon, at the 
mouth of the Columbia River, near where 
Lewis and Clark had an outpost. Tracking 
beachside Highway 101 most of the way 
along the coast, the trail ends at Brook-
ings, Oregon, a lumber town that was the 
first location in the continental United 
States to be bombed in World War II.

A Different  
Oregon Trail
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On January 26, 2017, Louis Dekmar, chief of 
police in LaGrance, Georgia, apologized for what 
he called his department’s “action and inaction” 
in the 1940 death of Austin Callaway. Callaway, 
a black man, was slain by a mob that had 
dragged him from LaGrange's jail. Dekmar’s 
apology—77 years after the fact—was part of ef-
forts to bring attention to the history of lawless 
killing of African-Americans. A 2016 Equal Jus-
tice Initiative study estimated that between 1877 
and 1950 lynchings claimed more than 4,000 
African-Americans. Educational materials com-
pany auut studio—findauut.com—has mapped 
lynchings in America from 1835 to 1964, mark-
ing when and where fellow Americans killed 
blacks, as well as Chinese, Native Americans, 
Latins, and Italians. The deaths appear on an in-
teractive map, color coded by group on a time-
line indicating increased incidence of 
attacks—1920 was the peak—and who suffered. 
The map builds on research by African-Ameri-
can scholar Monroe Work, who pioneered data 
analysis of the black experience in America.

A son of former slaves, Work, who trained 
and worked at the University of Chicago, cor-
related crime with housing conditions. The first 
African-American to publish in the American 
Journal of Sociology, he moved in 1908 to the 
Tuskegee Institute, where he combed newspa-
pers and reported every other year on lynching. 
To verify Work’s results and build the new map, 
staff at auut spent four years combining Work’s 
results with other scholarly data. Questions and 
caveats at the site help visitors understand the 
process of building a database on so controver-
sial and poorly documented a topic. Along with 
Work, the site profiles eight other anti-lynching 
activists—monroeworktoday.org.

Lynchings  
Remembered

Resource Wars 
in California
Before Europeans arrived, the central part of today’s California was 
the most densely populated region in what is now the continental 
United States. Studying 1,000 years of Native American burials, re-
searchers related trauma to skeletal remains and periods of scarcity. 
Where conditions were harsh, more remains showed injuries, evi-
dence that competition for limited resources contributes to violent 
conflict, even in small communities. Lead author Mark Allen, anthro-
pology professor at Cal Poly Pomona, found that where resources were 
scarce, seven percent of remains studied showed signs of forced trau-
ma, such as arrow, knife, and cudgel wounds. Signs of violence marked 
five percent of female skeletons and 11 percent of male skeletons. The 
results support a hypothesis linking violence to competition for scarce 
resources rather than social stratification. The study appeared in the 
October 25, 2016 Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences.

Top Bid:  
Batting First
A first edition of the Batman 
comic sold for $143,400 at 
Heritage Auctions in February. 
Envisioned by artist Bob Kane in 
the vein of an airborne Zorro, the 
character was softened by writer 
Bill Finger, who pushed for a cape 
and cowl instead of wings, less 
vigilantism, and Bruce Wayne as 
the character’s civilian name.  
Batman debuted in 1940.

Apologizing
Chief Dekmar (left) with Trinity County 
NAACP president Ernest Ward.



North Little Rock, Arkansas, puts a twist on the 
adage, “Planes, trains and automobiles.” A city that owes 
its existence to the Union Pacific Railroad and Arkansas 
River traffic on its southern border, the North Little Rock 
of today is known for its vintage-style streetcars, miles of 
bike trails and as the only place in the world other than 
Hawaii to have two Navy vessels that bookend World War 
II – a famous tugboat and a submarine.

Roll through North Little Rock’s historic Argenta Arts 
District in style aboard a METRO streetcar, on which a 
friendly driver points out old landmarks such as Argenta 
Drug Store, the oldest and longest-running pharmacy west 
of the Mississippi, and new hot spots for local craft beer 
and dining like Flyway Brewing. Step off by the North Little 
Rock Heritage Center for a glimpse into the local history of 
railroads, silver mines and river commerce.

For a walk on the natural side, the Arkansas River Trail 
offers miles of scenic walking, running and biking trails. 
Follow Arkansas history along the riverfront seawall, from 
the first days of Native Americans settling in Arkansas to 
modern-day progress like aviation and freeway systems. 
The paths also cross the Trail of Tears, the trek made by 
Native Americans in the 1830s.

Perhaps one of the most popular – and unusual – 
historic attractions in North Little Rock is at the Arkansas 

Inland Maritime Museum. Other than Hawaii, the museum 
is the only place in the world to have two Navy vessels 
that bookend World War II. The tugboat Hoga is famous 
for fighting fires on battleships in Pearl Harbor during the 

Where history comes alive!

December 7, 1941, attacks. The submarine, USS Razorback, 
was present in Tokyo Bay during Japan’s formal surrender 
that ended World War II. Now docked in the Arkansas 
River, visitors can tour and even have sleepovers aboard 
the submarine. 

For more about North Little Rock’s rich culture 
and history, visit www.NorthLittleRock.org or call  
(501)758-1424.

North Little Rock,
Arkansas -

We invite you to enjoy our rich 
heritage and southern hospitality. 

Visit our website for details on 
great hotels, local dining and year-
round events. Learn why we are

a destination for all seasons.

(501)758-1424
Info@NorthLittleRock.org
www.NorthLittleRock.org



12  AMERICAN HISTORY

Family Ties
Uncles of mine—not sure how many “greats” apply—rode with 
John Brown (“Escape from Harpers Ferry,” April 2017). Edwin and 
Barclay Coppoc were born into an emancipationist Quaker family 
in Salem, Ohio. Edwin was 24 when captured at Harpers Ferry. 
He was hanged on December 16, 1859, in what is now West 
Virginia. Barclay, 21, avoided capture. He hid out in Pennsylvania, 
Ohio, Canada, and Iowa. Barclay joined the Union Army in 1861; 
that September 3, he died when Confederate saboteurs derailed a 
train on which he was riding as it was crossing the Platte River 
east of St. Joseph, Missouri. Brother James enlisted in a “colored” 
regiment led by white officers. We have his sword, medals, and a 
company morning report. Due in part to Edwin’s and Barclay’s 
ways, our Coppocs stopped identifying as Quakers. Most now 
identify as Baptists. 
James Ross
Goodland, Kansas 

Deep Dish
Your Osborne Anderson article (“Escape from Harpers Ferry,” 
April 2017) amazed me. You have a fantastic way of finding 
information at the bottom of the dish and building a massive 
story. It interested me that Brown wanted a constitution outlining 
a slavery-free America, and was readying a slave rebellion. 
Samuel C. Barham
Stephens City, Virginia

The Kids Are All Wrong
The children on p. 40-41 in “America’s Atlas” (December 2016) are 
not Martha Washington’s children but her grandchildren, George 
Washington Park Custis and Eleanor Parke Custis. The painting 
captioned “In His Presidency” on p. 41 shows George Washington 
in 1792. 
Bernard Enright
Lansdale, Pennsylvania

Party On
The party identified as “Republican” in the April 2017 Déjà vu 
column (“Of Scales and Thumbs”) officially was the Democratic-
Republican Party.
Lori Lee Wilson
Hinesburg, Vermont

Call for Compression
Among the June issue’s many interesting subjects was climate 
research pioneer Roger Revelle. Could you condense that 
“Cameo” column into 140 characters and tweet it to the president?
Victor Commisso
Lebanon, Pennsylvania

Anthony Brandt (“Losing the West,” p. 32) is 
editor of the National Geographic Society 
Press series Adventure Classics and books 
editor at nationalgeographic.com/adven-
ture. His work has appeared in The Atlantic 
Monthly, GQ, Esquire, and many other mag-
azines. His most recent book is The Man 
Who Ate His Boots: The Tragic History of the 
Search for the Northwest Passage (Knopf, 
2011). He lives in Sag Harbor, New York.

Ann Morrow (“What’s in a Name?”, p. 48) is 
a journalist who covers the history and cul-
ture of the Hudson River region for newspa-
pers and magazines. Now working on a book 
about the Gilded Age in New York, Morrow 
lives in Albany, the Empire State’s capital. 
This is her first article for American History.

Daniel B. Moskowitz (“No, I Will Not Move 
to the Back of the Bus,” p. 40) is an 
award-winning journalist who writes the 
magazine’s “SCOTUS 101” column. His work 
has appeared in The New York Times, the 
Washington Post, BusinessWeek, and other 
publications, including HistoryNet’s World 
War II. Dan also teaches courses on Broad-
way musicals and American popular songs 
in American University’s adult education 
program in Washington, DC.

MorrowBrandt

Moskowitz



“Cell phones have gotten so small, 
I can barely dial mine.”  Not the 
Jitterbug® Flip. It features a large 
keypad for easier dialing. It even has a 
larger display and a powerful, hearing 
aid-compatible speaker, so it’s easy to 
see and conversations are clear. 
“I had to get my son to program it.”  
Your Jitterbug Flip set-up process is 
simple. We’ll even program it with your 
favorite numbers.
  
“What if I don’t remember a 
number?”  Friendly, helpful Personal  
Operators are available 24 hours a day 
and will even greet you by name when  
you call.
 
“I’d like a cell phone to use in an 
emergency.”  Now you can turn your 
phone into a personal safety device when 
you select a Health & Safety Package.  With 
5Star® Service, in any uncertain or unsafe 
situation, simply press the 5Star button to 
speak immediately with a highly-trained Urgent 
Response Agent who will confirm your location, 
evaluate your situation and get you the help you 
need, 24/7.
 

“My cell phone company wants to lock me in a  
two-year contract!”  Not with the Jitterbug Flip.   
There are no contracts to sign and no cancellation fees.  
“Many phones have features that are rarely  
needed and hard to use!”  The Jitterbug Flip contains 

easy-to-use features that are 
meaningful to you. A built-in camera 
makes it easy and fun for you to 
capture and share your favorite 
memories.  And a flashlight with a 
built-in magnifier helps you see in 
dimly lit areas, the Jitterbug Flip has 
all the features you need.  
Enough talk. Isn’t it time you found 
out more about the cell phone 
that’s changing all the rules? Call 
now, Jitterbug product experts are 
standing by.

We proudly accept the following credit cards:

Call toll-free to get your 
Jitterbug Flip Cell Phone
 Please mention promotional code 106184.

 1-888-862-2876  
www.JitterbugDirect.com

Order now and receive a 

FREE Car Charger – a $25 value  

for your Jitterbug Flip. Call now!
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of $35. *Monthly fees do not include government taxes or assessment surcharges and are subject to change. Coverage is not available everywhere. 5Star or 9-1-1 calls can only be made when cellular service 
is available. 5Star Service will be able to track an approximate location when your device is turned on, but we cannot guarantee an exact location. 1We will refund the full price of the Jitterbug phone and 
the activation fee (or setup fee) if it is returned within 30 days of purchase in like-new condition. We will also refund your first monthly service charge if you have less than 30 minutes of usage. If you have 
more than 30 minutes of usage, a per minute  charge of 35 cents will be deducted from your refund for each minute over 30 minutes. You will be charged a $10 restocking fee. The shipping charges are not 
refundable. There are no additional fees to call GreatCall’s U.S.-based customer service. However, for calls to a GreatCall Operator in which a service is completed, you will be charged 99 cents per call, and 
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“My friends all hate their  
cell phones… I love mine!” 

Here’s why.
Say good-bye to everything you hate about cell phones.  Say hello to the Jitterbug Flip.

FREE 
Car Charger

5Star Enabled
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Available in  
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Nationwide Coverage

Monthly Plan

Operator Assistance

Long Distance Calls

Voice Dial

Friendly Return Policy1

$14.99/mo

24/7

No add’l charge

FREE 

YES

30 days

200Monthly Minutes

$19.99/mo

600

24/7

No add’l charge

FREE

YES

30 days

* *

Health & Safety Packages available as low as $19.99/month*.
More minute plans available. Ask your Jitterbug expert for details.



14  AMERICAN HISTORY

F
R

O
M

 T
O

P
: L

IB
R

A
R

Y
 O

F 
C

O
N

G
R

E
S

S
, C

O
U

R
T

E
S

Y
 E

L
E

A
N

O
R

 C
L

IF
T

When American suffragists kicked off their 
campaign with the 1849 Seneca Falls Con-
vention, newspapers labeled advocates for 
giving women the vote “divorced wives, 
childless women and some old maids.” Daily 
Beast columnist Eleanor Clift, author of 
Founding Sisters and the Nineteenth Amend-
ment, talks about how journalistic attitudes 
regarding female suffrage evolved. 

What did British suffrage campaigners 
teach their American sisters? American suf-
fragists wanted to be seen as ladylike. British 
“suffragettes” were more confrontational and 
savvier about publicity. They disrupted Par-
liament, smashed windows, got arrested, and 
went on hunger strikes, all of which drew a lot 
of press. In 1907, Americans Alice Paul and 
Lucy Burns met while traveling in London, 
where the two participated in suffrage 
demonstrations, were arrested together, went 
on hunger strikes, and became friends and al-
lies. They realized the press was the key—and 
that people respond to pretty young women.

Describe the 1913 march in Washington and 
its impact. The day before Woodrow Wilson’s 
inauguration, suffragists organized a demon-
stration by 8,000 women carrying white, pur-

BY NANCY TAPPAN

ple, and gold banners. Paul put at the head of 
the parade a beautiful young woman, Inez 
Milholland, riding a white horse. The New 
York Times called the event “one of the most 
beautiful spectacles ever staged in this coun-
try.” A Washington Post headline played it 
cute: “Woman’s Beauty, Grace and Art Bewil-
der the Capital—Miles of Fluttering Feminity 
Present Entrancing Suffrage Appeal.” When 
men stormed the procession and beat march-
ers, police did nothing. Newspaper editorials 
expressed shock. There were Capitol Hill 
hearings. The Washington, DC, police chief 
lost his job. It was terrific publicity. 

Why did Paul start a suffrage group? Paul 
was impatient with National American 
Woman Suffrage Association leader Carrie 
Chapman Catt, who believed in earnest 
persuasion. Paul adopted the British tactic 
of campaigning against whoever held pow-
er—in this case, the Democrats, supposed 
allies but not vigorous on suffrage. In 1914, 
Paul split with NAWSA to form the Con-
gressional Union. In that year’s elections, 
the Union defeated 20 Democrats. 

How did 1916 presidential candidates react 
to suffragist pressure? Wilson promised Catt 
a suffrage plank—but the Democratic plat-
form left suffrage to the states, same as the 
Republicans. But under pressure from news-
papers, GOP candidate Charles Evans Hughes 
came out for a constitutional amendment—

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet,
dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing 

elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt 
ut labore et dolore magna aliqua.

Coverage Girl 
Eleanor Clift, who 
rose from News-
week’s typing pool 
to cover the White 
House, became 
a liberal media 
icon as a regular 
on TV’s The Mc-
Laughlin Group. 
Above, suffragists 
demonstrating in 
Chicago, 1916.

SUFFRAGE 
    SHIFT 



workhouse, where guards beat them. All the 
suffragists went on hunger strike. The warden, 
fearing someone would die, moved Burns and 
another leader to the DC jail for more forced 
feeding. The hunger strikes continued until 
the White House, faced with scores of women 
willing to starve, conceded defeat.

On January 10, 1918, the House, by one vote, 
passed the 19th Amendment, giving women 
suffrage. Who deserves credit? President 
Wilson. He was unwilling to campaign open-
ly, but behind the scenes applied pressure. 

And in the Senate? In early 1918, suffrage was 
11 votes short. Lobbying won over nine oppo-
nents. Supportive senators’ maneuvering won 
time. When 48 suffragists were arrested, the 
administration made an incalculable error by 
incarcerating them in a decrepit building. “All 
of Jailed Suffragettes Reported Ill,” the Wash-
ington Herald reported. Seeing a wedge issue 
for the fall elections, the minority Republicans 
took a pro-suffrage position. Democrats did 
nothing. In September 1918, Wilson told a suf-
frage delegation he was “heartily in sympa-
thy” with the women—who went straight to 
Lafayette Square and burned a transcript of 
his remarks. The next day, when the amend-
ment came before the Senate, Wilson ap-
peared and made an impassioned speech, 
saying women’s war work had earned them 
the vote. The amendment lost by two votes. 

What effect did the November 1918 elec-
tions have? The GOP won House and Senate 
majorities. The Democrats didn’t want the Re-
publicans to get credit for suffrage. They asked 
Wilson to request the new Congress meet in 
special session. The 19th Amendment passed 
the House handily and, on June 4, 1919, by two 
votes in the Senate. Ratification by the re-
quired 36 states came down to Tennessee 
state representative Harry Burn, who voted 
yes because his mother asked him to.

How did suffrage work out? Women 
turned out in large numbers in the 1920 
election, but the assumption became that 
women voted as their husbands did or can-
celed out their husbands. It wasn’t until 
Ronald Reagan’s time that the “gender gap” 
showed that women tend to vote somewhat 
differently from men. 

the first major party candidate ever to endorse 
a federal female suffrage law.  

How did death help the movement? On Oc-
tober 19, 1916, Inez Milholland Boissevain, 
the beautiful rider from the 1913 march, was 
campaigning when she collapsed. A month 
later she died, probably from leukemia. Her 
last public words—“Mr. President, how much 
longer must women wait for liberty?”—be-
came a rallying cry. Coverage of her death 
was intense. The Washington Times headline 
was “Mrs. Boussevain’s Memory Hallowed.” 
Alice Paul made Boissevain a martyr. 

In January 1917, Paul’s group picketed the 
White House. “Silent Sentinels”—mostly 
well-to-do, well-connected women—picketed 
every day except Sunday. Paul’s publicity ma-
chine kept them in the news. Wilson finally 
got angry and ordered the picketers arrested. 

On April 7, Congress declared war on Ger-
many. Catt and her group stopped almost all 
their political activity. Mainstream suffragists 
threw themselves into war work. But Paul’s 
radicals kept picketing. In Washington, waves 
of upper-class women were arrested; 16 were 
sentenced to 60 days in the workhouse along-
side criminals both white and black, fed the 
same gruel, and assigned the same gunnysack 
uniforms. The suffragist prisoners got word of 
conditions to reporters. After three days, Wil-
son issued a blanket pardon.  

Paul’s group pressed on. They burned copies 
of Wilson’s speeches and raised a sign reading 
“Kaiser Wilson.” This sparked anti-suffrage ri-
oting, which police did nothing to quell. More 
women were arrested. Some, including Paul, 
were roughed up. The Washington Herald 
blamed “pro-German agitators.” 

What was the turning point? On October 20, 
1917, Paul was arrested, convicted of obstruct-
ing traffic, and sentenced to seven months in  
jail. A psychiatrist interviewed her, intending 
to commit her to a mental hospital. Demand-
ing to be treated as political prisoners, Paul 
and union organizer Rose Winslow went on 
hunger strikes; jailers force-fed them. Reports 
of this competed with the war for the front 
pages. Burns and 40 others were arrested for 
picketing the White House and sent to the 
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Agitator General
Arch-suffragist 
Alice Paul was 
willing to die for 
her sisters’ vote.

when men 
stormed 
the MARCH 
and beat 
WOMEN, THE 
police did 
nothing.
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AMERICAN SCHEMERS

      IMPERIAL     
  WALKER

William Walker was a young man in a hurry 
but he couldn’t decide where he was going. In 
1838, at 14, he graduated from the University 
of Nashville. At 19, he earned a medical degree 
from the University of Pennsylvania. But he 
didn’t enjoy doctoring, so he studied law in 
New Orleans. Lawyering also failed to thrill 
him, so he became a newspaper editor. Still 
restless, he sailed to California during the Gold 
Rush and became a newspaperman in San 
Francisco, where he concocted the scheme 
that would make him famous: Walker decided 
he would raise a private army, conquer a 
chunk of Latin America, and become a mili-
tary dictator.

Traditionally, kings and generals monopo-
lized the pleasures of conquest and dictator-
ship, but Walker believed they should be 
available to men like him–superior men of a 
superior race. A small white fellow—5’2”, 120 
pounds—he had big schemes. In October 
1853, he appointed himself a colonel, recruited 
45 men, and sailed out of San Francisco to 
conquer northwestern Mexico.

Grabbing pieces of Mexico was not an 
original idea. In 1836, American settlers in a 
Mexican province revolted, declaring the 
place—Texas—an independent republic. In 
1846, the United States provoked and won a 
war with Mexico, then forced the losers to sell 
what would become the states of California, 
Arizona, New Mexico, Nevada, and Utah, 

plus parts of Wyoming and Colorado. Many 
Americans believed they had a “manifest des-
tiny” to rule the entire continent. Some, 
known as “filibusters,” attempted to conquer 
foreign countries for themselves. 

Invading Mexico made Walker the most 
famous of the filibusters.

At first, the invasion went well. Walker and 
his men landed in the Mexican town of La 
Paz in Baja California and captured the terri-
torial governor. Walker issued a proclamation 
declaring Baja “the Republic of Lower Califor-
nia” and himself its president. He seized the 
town of Ensenada, where reinforcements 
from San Francisco joined his original 45.

Mexican forces counterattacked, killing 
some filibusters and capturing Walker’s ship. 
Undaunted, Walker issued another proclama-
tion, announcing that he was annexing 
Sonora, the province abutting Baja California.

 That was a bold move, considering Walker 
had not set foot in Sonora. He soon invaded 
Sonora but failed to conquer the province. 

Defeated, Walker and 34 filibusters fled to 
the American border in May 1854. “I am Colo-
nel William Walker,” he announced. “I wish to 
surrender my force to the United States.”

That October, the United States charged 
Walker under the Neutrality Act, which for-
bids Americans from invading other coun-
tries, and tried him in San Francisco. But 
filibustering was popular there, and so was 
Walker. After eight minutes of deliberation, 
the jury acquited him. 

Feeling vindicated, Walker decided to con-
quer Nicaragua, an unlikely nexus between 
America’s Atlantic and Pacific coasts. 

Travelers sailed from New York to Nicara-
gua’s Caribbean side, then went by riverboat 
to the Pacific coast to board ships for San 

Man of Action
Walker, above 
as a young man,  
grew infamous 
for filibustering 
that landed 
him in front of 
a firing squad 
(top).

BY PETER CARLSON
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Francisco. Shuttling Americans was good 
business; one of America’s richest men, Cor-
nelius Vanderbilt, owned the Accessory Tran-
sit Company, the riverboat concern. 

Location made Nicaragua valuable. What 
made Nicaragua vulnerable was a civil war 
that its people had been fighting for decades.

Two main Nicaraguan factions were the 
Legitimists and the Liberals. Walker cut a deal 
with the Liberals: he’d fight on their side if 
they would give him land grants.  

In May 1855, Walker sailed out of San 
Francisco with 57 men. In Nicaragua, he 
formed an army made up of Liberal soldiers 
and American filibusters and launched a sur-
prise attack that captured Grenada, the Legiti-
mist stronghold. He set up a new Nicaraguan 
government, naming himself commander of 
the army and appointing a local politician his 
puppet president. 

But that didn’t satisfy Walker. In June 1856, 
he staged a bogus presidential election and 
declared himself victor. On inauguration day, 
he paraded through Grenada as a band played 
“Yankee Doodle.” Then he started issuing proc-
lamations. One of these legalized slavery. 
Another seized land owned by “enemies of the 
state,” to be sold to his soldiers—which, Walker 
explained, would “place a large portion of the 
country in the hands of the white race.” 

He also seized the Accessory Transit Com-
pany. Big mistake. Vanderbilt dispatched an 
agent to Costa Rica, Nicaragua’s southern 
neighbor, with $40,000 in gold. 

The agent, aided by the gold, convinced 
the Costa Ricans to invade Nicaragua and 
overthrow Walker. Soon, northern neighbors 
Honduras and Guatemala dispatched troops 
to fight Walker. When his foes attacked, 
Walker ordered Grenada destroyed. Swigging 
looted liquor, his filibusters spent days burn-
ing Nicaragua’s most beautiful city. 

 In retreat, they left a sign that read “Aqui 
fue Grenada”—Here was Grenada.

A few months later, at a Nicaraguan port, 
Walker surrendered to the captain of a U.S. 
Navy ship and sailed home. 

He lectured to cheering crowds in New 
Orleans, Memphis, and New York, blaming 
his defeat on the U.S. State Department and 
Northern abolitionists, and urging his coun-
trymen to help him fight for “the American-
ization of Central America.” 

As Walker basked in his New York fans’ 

applause, a ship docked at Manhattan carry-
ing 138 veterans of his defeated army. 

Emaciated and sick, the former filibusters 
told reporters that Walker was a coward who’d 
deserted them in Nicaragua. 

Walker left New York without answering 
his former compatriots’ charges and headed 
south to raise money for another invasion. 

In November 1857, Walker and 270 filibus-
ters sailed out of Mobile Bay. A U.S. Navy 
gunship followed. Walker landed near Grey-
town, Nicaragua; U.S. Marines arrested him.

“You and your men are a disgrace to the 
United States,” Hiram Pauling, the navy ship’s 
commander, told Walker.

President James Buchanan agreed. “That 
man has done more injury to the commercial 
& political interests of the United States than 
any man living,” Buchanan said.

In June 1858, the United States again charged 
William Walker with violating the Neutrality 
Act. The trial, in New Orleans, ended in a hung 
jury. Federal prosecutors opted not to re-try. 

Feeling vindicated again, Walker once more  
toured the South, recruiting volunteers for yet 
another invasion. He wrote The War in Nica-
ragua, a book defending his dictatorship and 
his legalization of slavery: “With the Negro 
slave as his companion, the white man would 
become fixed to the soil; and together they 
would destroy the power of the mixed race, 
which is the bane of the country.”  

Obstinate and obsessed, Walker decided to 
conquer Honduras. On August 5, 1860, he and 
91 filibusters landed near Trujillo, on that 
country’s Caribbean coast, and captured a 
fort. But the British warship Icarus arrived—
the royal colony now known as the nation of 
Belize was nearby–and demanded the filibus-
ters’ surrender. Walker and company fled, 
skirmishing with Honduran soldiers before 
surrendering to the British. 

“I am William Walker, president of Nicara-
gua,” he told his captors. 

Walker expected the British to send him 
home. Instead, they handed him over to the 
Hondurans. On September 12, 1860, barefoot 
Honduran soldiers marched Walker through a 
jeering crowd and sat the most famous filibus-
ter against a wall, where a firing squad waited. 

Refusing a request to ship his corpse home, 
the Hondurans buried William Walker in Tru-
jillo and sent his sword south, a gift to the 
Nicaraguan government. 

Filibustered 
Walker’s luck 
ran out when 
he invaded 
Honduras, 
where captors 
executed him.

Feeling 
vindicat-
ed again, 
walker 
toured 
the 
south, 
recruit-
ing men 
for yet 
another 
invasion.
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The Andrew  
      Brothers BY RICHARD BROOKHISER

in the backwoods. His father died in 1767, three 
weeks before his son’s birth. Revolutionary 
War-related illnesses took his mother and two 
brothers. In the 1780s, he got education enough 
to become a frontier lawyer in western North 
Carolina, soon to be Tennessee. Andrew John-
son was born in North Carolina in 1808 to a 
porter and a washerwoman, both illiterate. He 
spent his youth as an apprentice, indentured 
to a tailor. After his release, he set up shop in 
Tennessee. His wife homeschooled him.

Both men became unclubbable successes. 
Jackson, a born warrior, rocketed to fame in 
the War of 1812, crushing the British at New 
Orleans. But in 1818 he drew official Washing-
ton’s ire by invading Spanish Florida on his 
own say-so—and hanging two Britons to boot. 
He said he had been chasing Seminole Indian 
raiders, and that the dead Brits had been their 
masterminds. Jackson escaped censure, and 
confirmed his own high opinion of himself.

Johnson, a shrewd investor, entered politics. 
He rose to Congress, Tennessee’s governor-
ship, the U.S. Senate. Yet in his state and in the 
capital, he was an odd man out. He decried 
planters as a “pampered, bloated, corrupted 
aristocracy.” His main issue was homestead-
ing—territorial land grants for small farmers, a 
program Southern colleagues opposed, fearing 

Presidents Both 
Hard boyhoods 
made Jackson, 
top in red chair, 
and Johnson 
tough men with 
edgy tempers 
and, in Jackson’s 
case, a bite to 
match his bark.

A specter haunts American politics. “Can 
Trump succeed in remaking the Republican 
Party in his populist image?” (Los Angeles 
Times). “The thing always to remember about 
Trump…is that he is a sham populist” (The 
New Yorker). “Is Trump a populist authoritari-
an?” (The Atlantic). Trump himself has no 
doubt. “We are transferring power from Wash-
ington, DC, and giving it back to you, the peo-
ple,” he declared at his inauguration. “This 
moment is your moment.”

Populism means more than mere popular-
ity. James Monroe and Warren Harding won 
with huge margins; no one thought either a 
populist. Thomas Jefferson and Franklin Roo-
sevelt presented themselves as tribunes of the 
people, yet their to-the-manor-born manners 
kept the populist label at bay; you wouldn’t  
go to Monticello or Hyde Park to share a six-
pack. The true populist must be like the peo-
ple whose interests he has at heart. For fans  
of populism, this means being straightforward 
and simple; for critics, crude and contentious. 
Despite Trump’s fortune, an outer-borough 
yawp gives him a claim on the mantle.

America’s past populist presidents were its 
two Andrews, Jackson and Johnson.

Both had rough youths in Carolina. Jack-
son’s parents, Scots-Irish immigrants, settled 
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Have you ever said to yourself “I’d 
love to get a computer, if only I 
could figure out how to use it.” Well, 
you’re not alone. Computers were 
supposed to make our lives simpler, 
but they’ve gotten so complicated 
that they are not worth the trouble. 
With all of the “pointing and clicking” 
and “dragging and dropping” you’re 
lucky if you can figure out where you 
are. Plus, you are constantly worrying 
about viruses and freeze-ups. If this 
sounds familiar, we have great news 
for you. There is finally a computer 
that’s designed for simplicity and ease 
of use. It’s the WOW Computer, 
and it was designed with you in mind. 
This computer is easy-to-use, worry-
free and literally puts the world at 

your fingertips. From the moment 
you open the box, you’ll realize how 
different the WOW Computer is. The 
components are all connected; all you 
do is plug it into an outlet and your 
high-speed Internet connection. Then 
you’ll see the screen – it’s now 22 
inches. This is a completely new touch 
screen system, without the cluttered 
look of the normal computer screen. 
The “buttons” on the screen are easy 
to see and easy to understand. All you 
do is touch one of them, from the 
Web, Email, Calendar to Games– you 
name it… and a new screen opens 
up. It’s so easy to use you won’t have 
to ask your children or grandchildren 
for help. Until now, the very people 
who could benefit most from E-mail 
and the Internet are the ones that 
have had the hardest time accessing 
it. Now, thanks to the WOW 
Computer, countless older Americans 
are discovering the wonderful world 
of the Internet every day. Isn’t it time 

you took part? Call now, and you’ll 
find out why tens of thousands of 
satisfied seniors are now enjoying 
their WOW Computers, emailing 
their grandchildren, and experiencing 
everything the Internet has to offer. 
Call today!

Call now toll free and find out  
how you can get the new  

WOW! Computer.

Mention promotional code 106185 
for special introductory pricing.

1-877-690-7879

81
05

9

© 2017 first STREET for Boomers and Beyond, Inc.

TECHNOLOGY SIMPLIFIED – BIGGER AND BETTER

Wow! A Simple to Use Computer 
Designed Especially for Seniors!

Easy to read. Easy to see. Easy to use. Just plug it in! 

 Send & Receive Emails
 Have video chats with family and friends
 Surf the Internet:

 Get current weather and news
 Play games Online:

 Hundreds to choose from!

“I love this computer! It is easy to 
read and to use!  I get photo updates 
from my children and grandchildren  
all the time.”

– Janet F.

FREE
Automatic

Software Updates

NEW
Now comes with...

Larger 22-inch hi-resolution 
screen – easier to see

16% more viewing area

Simple navigation – so you  
never get lost

Intel® processor – lightning fast

Computer is in the monitor – 
No bulky tower

Advanced audio, Better speaker 
configuration – easier to hear

Text to Speech translation –  
it can even read your  

emails to you!

U.S. Based Customer Service
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Big Ticket 
Johnson’s 1868 
impeachment 
trial in the U.S. 
Senate ended 
with a one-vote 
margin in the 
president’s favor.

most grants would go to anti-
slavery types. In the 1860-61 
secession crisis, Johnson took 
his bravest stand, the lone 
Southern senator to back the 
Union. He fled Tennessee for 

his life, only returning, with Union troops, as 
the Lincoln administration’s military governor.

In person, Jackson and Johnson were bun-
dles of rough edges. Dueling was illegal but 
widespread in the early republic, and Jackson a 
frequent practitioner. In 1806, a man accused 
his wife of bigamy; Jackson called him out, took 
a bullet in his chest, then shot his rival dead. 
Seven years later, Jackson fought an armed 
brawl in a Nashville hotel with Thomas Hart 
Benton, his aide-de-camp, and Benton’s broth-
er Jesse, taking two slugs in his left arm and 
shoulder. Benton later became a U.S. senator 
and Jackson loyalist. Jackson’s reputation fol-
lowed him into the White House. In 1829, Su-
preme Court Justice Joseph Story welcomed the 
incoming Jackson administration as “the reign 
of King Mob.” John Quincy Adams, displaced 
by Jackson as president, called him “a barbar-
ian” who could “hardly spell his own name.”

Johnson seethed with resentments that 
often flared. When he was a congressman, 
President James K. Polk, a fellow Tennessean, 
called him “vindictive and perverse in his tem-
per and conduct.” Over the winter of 1860-61, 
chatting with a Republican congressman’s son, 
Johnson went off on Southern senators. He 
called Florida’s David Yulee a “miserable little 
cuss” and a “contemptible little Jew” and Louis 
Wigfall of Texas “a damned blackguard” who 
“never owned the hair of a nigger.” All this, to a 
man he did not know particularly well. Some-
times alcohol loosened Johnson’s tongue. In 
March 1865, as veep on Abraham Lincoln’s vic-

torious reelection ticket, Johnson followed his 
inaugural oath with a rambling and sodden 
speech. As Lincoln was going out to the East 
Portico of the Capitol to deliver his address, 
he told a functionary to make sure the new 
vice president did not speak again.

Jackson was elected president in 1828 and 
reelected in 1832, both times by landslides; 
Johnson became president, thanks to John 
Wilkes Booth, in 1865. Each won significant 
political victories against lively opposition. 
Jackson declared war on the Second Bank of 
the United States and, after the state of 
South Carolina announced it would ignore 
federal tariffs, vowed to collect them by 
force. The Bank withered and died, and 
South Carolina, while hewing to its states’-
rights views in principle, backed down from 
them in practice. Johnson took Reconstruc-
tion policy into his own hands, in defiance  
of Radical Republicans who wanted Con-
gress running that program. When Republi-
cans retaliated by impeaching him, Johnson 
survived a Senate trial by one vote.

In his eight post-White House years, 
Jackson saw disciples Martin Van Buren and 
James Polk succeed him. Johnson never won 
his own presidential nomination, but was re-
elected to the Senate in 1875; after serving in 
a short special session, he died of a stroke.

Jackson stayed popular. He made the $20 
bill in 1928; “The Battle of New Orleans,” writ-
ten by Jimmy Driftwood and sung by Johnny 
Horton, was 1959’s No. 1 pop song. For years, 
the Democratic Party sponsored yearly Jef-
ferson-Jackson Day dinners; “Jacksonian” 
still means populist. Johnson was never so 
honored, but John F. Kennedy thought 
enough of him to enshrine Edmund G. Ross, 
who voted to acquit in Johnson’s impeach-
ment trial, in Profiles in Courage.

Lately the tide has turned. Jackson, an 
unrepentant slave holder and zealous Indian 
fighter, is losing his spot in our wallets to 
Harriet Tubman. Civil rights-era historiogra-
phy admires the Radical Republicans and 
paints Johnson in the gloomiest light, as a 
defender of “white man’s government.”

Populism is no panacea assuring White 
House success. Populists can win big, even 
battles they should have lost. But like politi-
cians—nota bene, President Trump—they 
too can fail and fumble. There is something 
egalitarian—populist, even—about that. 
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In 1961, former concert singer Estelle Gris-
wold and C. Lee Buxton, a professor of gy-
necology at Yale Medical School, decided to 
get arrested. They succeeded, and were con-
victed. The court fined each $100. As a re-
sult, the Bill of Rights acquired new mean-
ing and scope for all Americans.

Griswold, a retired contralto, was running 
the Planned Parenthood League of Connecti-
cut; Buxton was the branch’s medical direc-
tor. Connecticut posed a unique problem for  
Planned Parenthood: the state still had on its 
books twin statutes passed in 1879. One out-
lawed use of any contraceptive device. The 
other made it a crime to “assist, abet, or coun-
sel” anyone on the use of such devices.

Showman P.T. Barnum, then chairman of 
the Connecticut legislature’s Joint Committee 
on Temperance, had gotten the laws passed. 
They reflected a movement spurred by mor-
als crusader Anthony Comstock, who in 1873 
had persuaded Congress to make it a federal 
crime to use the U.S. mails to send “any arti-
cle whatsoever for the prevention of concep-
tion.” States followed suit, imposing bans on 
distributing literature explaining contracep-
tion. Barnum pushed Connecticut further, 
outlawing not just information about contra-
ceptive devices but also their use.

After World War II, Victorian attitudes to-

ward sex and the laws they fostered faded to 
the point of quaintness in most of the United 
States, but Connecticut lawmakers would not  
repeal the bans. The state’s highest court up-
held the seldom-enforced laws, which posed a 
genuine threat. There was little impact on 
“middle-class and wealthy people who could 
afford private medical care, since doctors 
would often ignore the laws,” said Emory Uni-
versity law professor Mary L. Dudziak. “The 
lack of clinics primarily harmed lower-income 
women who needed the free or low-cost ser-
vices birth control clinics provided.” 

Contraception advocates found it tricky to 
get the U.S. Supreme Court to address the 
issue. As early as 1943, the topic reached the 
high court in a case brought by Yale Medical 
School professor Wilder Tileston. However, 
only two weeks after hearing oral arguments, 
the justices declared that they should not have 
taken the case because Tileston could not 
show that he personally was in any jeopardy.

In 1961—a year after the Food & Drug Ad-
ministration widened access to contraception 
by approving sale of a birth control pill for 
women—the Supreme Court again took up the 
issue, in cases brought by Buxton and two of 
his patients. However, the justices ruled that 
the plaintiffs, unable to demonstrate harm, 
were in no position to challenge the law.

BY DANIEL B. MOSKOWITZ 

SCOTUS 101

A MATTER OF
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GRISWOLD V. 
CONNECTICUT,  
381 U.S. 479 (1965) 
THE UNDERLYING 
RIGHT TO PRIVACY
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Buxton and Gris-
wold, to assure that 
they had standing to 
take a case to the high 
court, decided to bring 
about a confrontation 
in which the Con-

necticut contraception ban indisputably in-
jured them. The former singer and the doctor 
not only flouted the ban but also flaunted 
their defiance. On June 20, 1961—a day after 
justices refused to rule on the Connecticut 
law’s legitimacy—the state Planned Parent-
hood League announced its intent to open a 
public birth control clinic “as rapidly as possi-
ble.” At a press conference the same day, 
Griswold declared she would “welcome pros-
ecution by the state.” She would run the 
clinic, with Buxton as medical director.

On November 1, the clinic opened in New 
Haven near the Yale University campus at 79 
Trumbull Street. On day one, the staff saw 10 
patients. Day two, Griswold fanned the fires 
with a press conference, leaving local authori-
ties little wiggle room. The New Haven police 
came calling. Griswold handed detectives cop-
ies of the literature the clinic was distributing. 
The police returned on November 9 to shutter 
the clinic and arrest Griswold and Buxton.  

A local court found the two guilty of break-
ing the Barnum law. The state appellate court 
and Connecticut’s Supreme Court upheld the 
convictions. At last, real litigants could docu-
ment real harm—those $100 fines—from the 
contraception ban. The Supreme Court would 
have trouble dodging this case. High court lore 
has it that the justices moved unanimously to 
review the Griswold and Buxton convictions. 

The decision was not even close. Justice 
Potter Stewart said he thought the Connecti-
cut law “silly,” but neither he nor Justice Hugo 
Black thought it unconstitutional. The other 
seven justices, however, stood ready to void 
the ban. The challenge was finding a consti-
tutional basis for doing so.

All cases in which the Court had deemed a 
statute unconstitutional were grounded on 
specific words in the Constitution, often from 
the Bill of Rights. A law impinging on free-
dom of religion or speech could not stand, for 
instance. But what original language could be 
stretched to mean “use of contraception”?

Justice John Marshall Harlan II argued 
that no specific provision in the Bill of Rights 

At the Precinct
Defendants C. Lee 
Buxton, center, and 
Estelle Griswold, 
at a New Haven 
police station after 
their arrest in 1961.

at a press 
confer-
ence the 
same day, 
Griswold 
declared 
she would 
“welcome 
prosecu-
tion by the 
state.”

need be identified; Harlan said he found 
enough basis in the single word “liberty,” as 
employed in the 14th Amendment provision 
that no state may “deprive any person of life, 
liberty, or property, without due process.” But 
the rest of the court did not want to embrace 
so sweeping an interpretation.

Justice William O. Douglas was assigned to 
write the opinion for the majority. Douglas 
decided his hook was the First Amendment’s 
guarantee of the right of association, until 
then mainly cited regarding participation in 
political groups. But during its 10 days in 
business, Connecticut Planned Parenthood’s 
clinic had taken care to advise only married 
women. Douglas reasoned that marriage con-
stituted “an association for as noble a purpose 
as any involved in our prior decisions”—an 
association Connecticut’s ban infringed upon.

Douglas asked colleague William J. Bren-
nan Jr. for his views. Justice Brennan urged 
him to go broader, suggesting that the case in-
volved a central issue: personal privacy. His 
comments prodded Douglas to transform what 
could have been a ruling of limited importance 
into a core precedent invoked in many subse-
quent landmark cases. Privacy had been a 
tenet of many Supreme Court decisions, but 
always in the context of a right specified in the 
Constitution. Douglas’s 1965 masterstroke was 
to insist that “specific guarantees in the Bill of 
Rights have penumbras, formed by emana-
tions from those guarantees that help give 
them life and substance.” In Latin, penum-
bra—“shadow’s edge”—connotes umbrella-like 
protection. Such penumbras, which emanate 
from all 10 amendments in the Bill of Rights, 
“create zones of privacy,” Douglas wrote. In 
other words, a law can be unconstitutional 
even if it does not tread on a right the Consti-
tution enumerates—if that law infringes a citi-
zen’s inherent right to be left alone.

That concept of a penumbra guaranteeing 
privacy has proved useful to justices. In 1969, 
the Court cited Griswold v. Connecticut in find-
ing unconstitutional bans on adults’ posses-
sion of pornography. Griswold has under-
pinned a variety of decisions, including two 
1972 rulings: one voiding a zoning ordinance 
preventing a woman from having her grand-
daughter live in her house, the other ending 
state bans on abortion. In 2015, a majority of 
the Court invoked Griswold in requiring that 
states allow same-sex couples to marry. 

Shut Down 
Griswold in April 
1963 outside 
the Planned 
Parenthood offices, 
closed pending a 
ruling by the U.S. 
Supreme Court.

SCOTUS 101



24  AMERICAN HISTORY

Sister Act 
Abigail and Julia 
(right) saw sexism 
tainting Glaston-
bury’s tax prac-
tices—and tried 
to do something 
about that. Top, 
the Smith family 
manse that sus-
tained the two.

Julia Evelina Smith was 82 and Abby  
Hadassah Smith was 77 when the sisters 
became tax resisters. The story began 
when the two balked at paying 1869 mu-
nicipal property assessments on their 30-
acre farm in Glastonbury, near Hartford, 
Connecticut. The spread included the 
home in which Julia, Abby, and their 
three sisters had enjoyed a privileged 
upbringing. For nearly a decade, as the 
suffragist movement was taking form, 
the last two Smiths kept the fight for 
women’s right to vote in the public eye. 

In June 1869, Glastonbury officials 
asked taxpayers Julia and Abby Smith to 
pay an $18 property tax ahead of time. 

Why, the Smiths asked. That question rip-
ened into resistance. The sisters drew inspira-
tion from the women’s rights movement that 
had taken root after the Civil War and Revolu-
tionary War-era Tea Partiers who had refused 
to pay taxes to the British crown. The Smiths 
began a fight that lasted through a decade of 
discrimination, a Bible translation, and a tug 
of war over property, including seven dairy 
cows—two of them named Taxey and Votey.

The town wanted the sisters’ taxes early to 
underwrite pay for highway workers and to 
register male residents to vote—an assess-
ment not charged Glastonbury voters, all of 

them men. The Smiths paid up, though not 
without complaint. In October, the pair went 
to Hartford for a meeting on women’s suf-
frage at which Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton, and others were to speak. 
“Snow on the ground, travelling bad, a raw, 
sour day,” Julia Smith recalled. “We could stay 
at only one session, and came home believ-
ing that the women had truth on their side; 
but never did it once enter our heads to re-
fuse to pay taxes.” Still, something hit home 
when civil rights champion William Lloyd 
Garrison told the audience, “[w]hile women 
are taxed, they should be represented…” 

Other American women had challenged tax 
bills, but the Smiths’ background, upbring-
ing, and wherewithal better equipped them 
to resist. Their well-to-do father,  Zephaniah 
Hollister Smith, had been a Yale-educated 
minister turned lawyer, legislator, and judge. 
Their mother, Hannah Hadassah Hickok 
Smith, had pursued interests ranging from 
abolition to stargazing and clock repair, a skill 
passed on by her father. The family helped 
distribute abolitionist newspaper Charter 
Oak and gathered signatures on antislavery 
petitions to Congress. 

Mother Hannah and daughters Hancy 
Zephina, Cyrinthia Sacretia, Laurilla Aleroy-
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ed to the town seizing and the 
sisters buying back their seven 
beloved Alderney dairy cows. 

The Smiths persevered, 
telling their story at suf-
fragist meetings and to re-
porters. In 1877 Julia compiled the resulting 
coverage into a book, Abby Smith and Her 
Cows, with a Report of the Law Case Decided 
Contrary to Law. Souvenirs woven of hair 
from the Smith cows’ tails and bearing the 
slogan “Taxation without Representation” 
were sold in Chicago. Long after teaching 
herself Hebrew, Julia, to raise money, be-
came the first woman to translate the Bible 
into English and sell it. She finished the  
translation in 1860. To publish that volume, 
the sisters cashed in bank stock, and they  
promised they would put any resulting prof-
its toward the suffragist cause. Bible revenue 
halved the sisters’ tax debt.

The Connecticut Superior Court agreed in 
1876 to hear the sisters’ case against the town, 
but repeatedly postponed action. Abby died 
in 1878. In 1880, finding that Glastonbury’s 
tax collector should have seized personal 
property before taking real estate, the state 
high court ruled for the Smiths. 

However, under that technical ruling Julia 
still had to pay the tax, and she did not win 
the right to vote. In 1879, she married Judge 
Amos Parker of New Haven, but the result 
was not bliss. Following Julia’s death in 1886, 
a note was found in her Bible requesting that 
she be buried next to her sisters, with her 
tombstone bearing her maiden name. 

“What has brought me here?” Abby Smith 
said of the persistence she and her sister dis-
played in bringing their case to court. “I say 
oppression of women by men.” 

la, Julia, and Abby so valued  
intellectual concentration that 
they scheduled domestic chores 
so that each had time to focus  
on individual interests in in-
vention, horticulture, painting, 
languages—Julia learned Greek, 
Latin, and Hebrew—and other  
pursuits. Julia closely followed her 
father’s work, even accompanying 
him to court. Of the sisters, only  
she married—and then only at 87. 

The Smith sisters’ primary interest 
in men, historian Linda Kerber writes, 
was to gain access to private libraries and the 
books on their shelves. Cyrinthia and Lauril-
la died in 1857; Hancy, in 1871. By 1872, the 
family property belonged to Julia and Abby.

That year the sisters squared off with the 
tax collector when Glastonbury levied an ad-
ditional $100 against their homestead. Julia 
and Abby discovered that the tax collector 
had boosted their bill on his own, as town law 
allowed. More gallingly, he had hiked assess-
ments on only their parcel and two owned by 
widows; no male property owner in Glaston-
bury had seen his taxes rise. The Smiths con-
tended that if they were going to have to pay 
taxes, they should have the vote. The sisters 
paid the 1872 levy, but in 1873 they not only 
refused to pay but, with a female neighbor, 
tried to register to vote. Officials rebuffed the 
women and the Smiths’ tax bill increased to 
$200, higher than any in town. Elsewhere in 
New England, women agitating for suffrage 
were making tax resistance a tool of their 
campaigns. The sisters joined the movement. 

Stalled in the court of law, the Smiths took 
their case into the court of public opinion. At 
a town meeting, Abby decried what today 
would be called the sexism of property taxa-
tion: she pointed out that while the commu-
nity would protect the sisters against robbers, 
when it came to taxes “from the men of our 
town we are never safe—they can come in 
and take our money from us just when they 
choose.” Another time, barred from speaking 
indoors, Abby stood on a cart, arguing to 
townsmen that she and her sister ought to 
have the vote. The sisters continued to refuse 
to pay the annual property tax. Lawyers were 
no help. In 1874, the town seized 15 of the 
Smiths’ acres, auctioning the land to a neigh-
bor at an appallingly low price. The fight extend-T
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What Am I Bid?
At an 1884 auc-
tion, Julia sold off 
many of her hold-
ings. Earlier, she 
had written a book 
recounting the epic 
tale of her and her 
sister’s fight on be-
half of taxation with 
representation.
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STYLE 
In this new section’s premiere, 
we explore the fashion, people, 
places, and products—some of 
which are still made in America— 
that have long contributed to our 
rich cultural landscape.  

Fashion Film Archives
In American fashion photog-
raphy, few have contributed 
more glamorous, exotic, and 
sophisticated images than 
Gleb Derujinsky (1925–2011). 
A true Rennaissance man, 
Derujinsky was a photogra-
pher, ski instructor, inventor, 
jewelry designer, musician, 
Ferrari America race-car 
driver, champion glider pilot, 
and award-winning cinema-
tographer. His work appeared 
extensively in Harper’s  
Bazaar from 1950 to 1970. >   
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STYLE 

> A new hardcover Flammarion monograph, 
Capturing Fashion: Derujinsky, is a collection 
of the artist’s iconic fashion photographs that 
immortalize the style of the times. Text by 
Andrea Derujinsky, 10.5” x 13.75”, 220 pages 
($80, rizzoliusa.com)
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Derujinsky 
on a roof in 
Thailand, 
photographed 
by beloved 
right-hand man 
Minoru Oaka.
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Medium rolling 
check-in bag 
($725, filson.com)

Moving 
Stationery
An American institu-
tion since 1801, Crane 
& Co. makes luxury 
paper. The expensive 
cotton fiber that the 
company uses in 
its stationery deliv-
ers a refined tactile 
experience. Heads of 
state since Franklin 
and Eleanor Roos-
evelt have penned 
letters on Crane 
stationery. Queen 
Mother Elizabeth of 
England announced 
the celebration of her 
100th birthday in 2000 
using Crane paper. In 
addition to being used 
for stationery, Crane 
paper is a staple of the 
economy. Since 1879, 
the U.S. Treasury has 
been buying Crane pa-
per on which to print 
American currency, a 
business accounting 
for most of the com-
pany’s revenue. Crane 
products are available 
at finestationery.com.
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Passport, Please
In 1897, C.C. Filson’s Pioneer Alaska Clothing and 
Blanket Manufacturers opened in Seattle, Wash-
ington, specializing in goods to outfit prospectors 
heading to the Klondike Gold Rush. Still going strong, 
Filson offers a wide variety of clothing, camping 
gear, sports equipment, and travel goods like a durable 
carry-on roller, left, and passport cover, below, handcrafted 
of vegetable-tanned bridle leather sourced from North America. 
The cover comes in a reusable moleskin bag. ($125, filson.com)
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On the Plantation
Established along 
Virginia’s James 
River in 1613, 700-acre 
Shirley Plantation 
is a National His-
toric Landmark and 
America’s oldest farm 
and family-owned 
business, dating to 
1638, when Edward 
Hill I began planting. 
Considered an archi-
tectural treasure for 
its “flying staircase,” 
authentic buildings, 
and hand-crafted 
woodwork, Shirley 
Plantation stands as 
a shining example of 
colonial America.
     Construction of 
the mansion began in 
1723, when Elizabeth 
Hill married John 
Carter, eldest son of 
Robert “King” Carter.  
Finished in 1738, the 
“Great House,” still 
largely in its original 
state, is owned, oper-
ated, and occupied  
by direct descendants 
of Edward Hill I.
   Guided tours of the 
mansion showcase 
original furnishings, 
family portraits, and 
silver objects, as well 
as stories of the Hill 
Carter family, eyewit-
nesses to American 
history through 11  
generations. For  
details, visit shirley-
plantation.com.

TAKE A TOUR
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501 Shirley 
Plantation Rd.

Charles City, VA
804-829-5121



Raise a Glass
Seven generations and more than 200 years ago, Jacob 
Beam, a German immigrant’s son, began making corn 
whiskey using his father’s recipe in Kentucky. Jacob 
sold his first barrel of Old Jake Beam in 1795. In 
Clermont, the Jim Beam American Stillhouse guides 
visitors through a 90-minute tour that covers the 
entire process of whiskey-making, starting with the 
natural limestone well that is Jim Beam’s water source 
and continuing through the steps of mashing, distilling, 
barreling, aging, and bottling. Visit jimbeam.com

STYLE

Audio File
Vinyl is back, a vivid 
and visceral listening 
experience. Shinola’s 
contribution is the 
handsome belt-driven 
Runwell Turntable. For 
discerning audiophiles, 
the wood-trimmed unit 
features a preamplifier 
and playing speeds 
of 33 1/3 and 45 rpm 
(sorry, 78s). Production 
limited to 500.
($2,500, shinola.com)

Canfield 43mm 
men’s white 
watch with 
date ($900, 
shinola.com)

Polishing an Iconic American Brand
Best known for shoe polish cans with
a turn-key top, the iconic Shinola

crafted watches, bicycles, audio 
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How Europeans let most of America slip out of 
their hands   By Anthony Brandt

arly in April 1803, Napoleon 
Bonaparte was in Paris at the 
Tuileries, his official residence 
as First Consul. France’s leader 
was in his bath, soaking in 
rosewater cologne, when in 
burst his brothers, visibly agi-
tated. Lucien and Joseph Bona-
parte had come to dissuade 
their sibling from selling Loui-
siana to American President 

Thomas Jefferson. Each brother had his reasons. 
Lucien Bonaparte had led recent talks that returned the 

territory from Spanish to French control. Regaining the huge 

region of Louisiana had been Lucien’s crowning personal 
achievement. Selling the gigantic property, and to the Ameri-
cans at that, would erase his historic work. 

Joseph Bonaparte had more practical worries. He feared 
Napoleon would sell Louisiana without consent from France’s 
still-powerful Chamber of Deputies, which had sway to send 
all three brothers to the deathtrap that was French Guiana for 
arrogating so much authority to themselves.

The Bonapartes were at odds because after only two years, 
the Peace of Amiens, an intermission in the Napoleonic Wars, 
was crumbling. The Little Corporal was eager to resume fight-
ing, and to finance that aggression he had put Louisiana on 
the block. Until recently, Napoleon could not have done so. In 
1763, France, defeated in the Seven Years War and wishing to 

E

Golden Hour The West 
lured Europeans with its 
beauty but confounded 
them with its vastness.
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Loss Leader 
Napoleon sold off 

Louisiana to finance 
war on the Continent.
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keep the British from getting their 
hands on Louisiana, had ceded the 
enormous parcel to Spain. 

But Napoleon came to imagine 
a French empire in the Caribbean, 
fed by France’s holdings in Ameri-
ca’s western regions. To advance 
this scheme, he had Lucien negoti-
ate the return of Louisiana. In 1801, 
the First Consul had sent his brother-
in-law, General Charles Leclerc, to recon-
quer San Domingue, the western district of 
Hispaniola that had overthrown French rule and declared 
independence, renaming itself Haiti. 

However, yellow fever and Haitians—but mainly yellow 
fever—had killed Leclerc, 50,000 of his soldiers, and the First 
Consul’s New World ambitions. Hence the First Consul’s fire 
sale to Jefferson of all French-held land north of Spanish-held 
Texas. The price was $15 million. The acreage involved in the 
transaction was unmeasured.

The Americans had not started out trying to buy Louisi-
ana; they wanted only New Orleans. Since the 1780s, Ameri-
can farmers west of the Appalachians reached European 
markets by shipping produce down the Ohio and other tribu-
taries to the Mississippi and on to the port. In 1798, Spain 
closed New Orleans to American vessels. The sanction infuri-
ated Trans-Appalachian states, which had made clear to 
President Jefferson that if he did not open New Orleans and 
its wharves they were prepared to do so by force.

The argument in the imperial bathroom grew fierce. Joseph 
Bonaparte threatened to lead opposition to selling Louisiana 
in the Chamber of Deputies. 

The First Consul burst out laughing.
 “Laugh, laugh, laugh, then!” Joseph said, advancing on the 

tub. “I will act up to my promise; and though I am not fond of 
mounting the tribune, this time you will see me there!”

Napoleon rose, naked and pink. “There will be no debate,” 
he told his brothers. “The project which has not the fortune to 
meet your approval, conceived by me, negotiated by me, shall 
be ratified and executed by me alone, do you comprehend?—
by me, who laughs at your opposition.” 

“I am beginning to think he is much too fond of war,” said 
Joseph to Lucien. After more vituperative back and forth, 
their brother abruptly plopped back into his scented bath, 
splashing his siblings with rosewater—Joseph so thoroughly 
that he left to change clothes. 

The First Consul got his way. 
On April 30, 1803, Jefferson’s representatives, Robert Liv-

ingston and James Monroe, suddenly, unexpectedly, and for 
a mere $15 million, gained title not merely to the city of New 
Orleans but all of the western expanse of Louisiana. Napo-
leon returned to making war. The Louisiana Territory became 
American, without him or any other Frenchman knowing its 
extent or contents. 

No one did, really. 

It took surprisingly long to inventory 
what we think of as America. Most 

Europeans had a grasp of South 
America, at least in outline, well 
within the century after Colum-
bus reached its shores. Western 
North America’s basic shape 

remained unknown until the mid-
1700s. The great Spanish galleons 

plying between Manila in the Philip-
pines and Acapulco in Mexico certainly 

touched on the continent’s western coast. How-
ever, the Spanish did not establish missions and presidios 
north of Baja California until the 1760s, and then primarily in 
response to Russian fur traders drifting south from Alaska in 
the late 1700s as Russian trappers depleted northerly sea 
otter populations. Coming south looking for hunting grounds, 
the Russians got to within 50 miles of San Francisco Bay, 
establishing a colony at Fort Ross in 1812 and naming a 
stream near there the Russian River. 

But the Spanish did not publish their maps and western 
Europeans knew nothing of Russian cartography. Spain and 
Russia only skirted America’s westernmost edge, the Rus-
sians eventually withdrawing to Alaska, their North Ameri-
can holding. White men did not encounter the Sierra Nevada 
mountains until 1776. Indian and Spanish sources spoke of a 
north-south cordillera—but the location of the range known 
today as the Rockies was uncertain. The era’s geographers, in 
thrall to the “theory of symmetry,” assumed that what held 
true in the East also applied in the West. They expected 

Floating Fortress 
Spanish galleons 
like this one pro-
jected European 
power in the
New World. 
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western cousins to the Appalachians—old, worn, perhaps a 
half-day’s passage to cross. It was known that the West was 
home to great rivers—the Colorado, the Rio Grande, the Mis-
souri—which, because of their wide mouths and huge output, 
obviously had to flow across enormous landscapes. A fourth 
stream emerged in 1792, when American ship captain Robert 
Gray sailed slightly up a great river he named the Columbia.

Of these rivers’ watersheds, no one knew anything. 
Each Indian tribe was intimate with its home turf. How-

ever, although the Spanish and the French and the Russians 
had claimed parts of the West, and Great Britain coveted it, no 
imperial explorer, no Cook or Cortés, had ventured into the 
region, traversed it, mapped it, catalogued its elements. Maybe 
the West did have great silver mines like those in Mexico. 
Maybe the Missouri and the Columbia did converge, or at least 
were adjacent. A river system connecting Atlantic and Pacific 
could provide that shorter, easier passage to India that Euro-
peans had been seeking since Italian explorer Giovanni da 

Verrazano’s day in the 1500s. Almost as soon as European 
nations became aware of the West, the locale became a vessel 
for imperial dreams, imagined to harbor civilizations, pre-
cious metals, resources, populations, and species not yet con-
ceivable. When Thomas Jefferson sent Meriwether Lewis and 
William Clark and their Corps of Discovery into the void, the 
president had his scouts on the lookout for mastodons as well 
as “Welsh Indians.” These primitives, a medieval tale had it, 
had left Wales in the mists of time to follow a “Prince Madoc” 
west into the Atlantic, never to return but possibly to prosper. 

Until the Corps, the blank on the map that was the Ameri-
can West could be filled only by dreams. All stabs at explora-
tion had failed or been abandoned. But why?

The Spanish tried first. Subduing Peru and Mexico, which 
the conquistadors called New Spain, soldiers of the empire 
next worked their way into and through Mexico’s northern 
deserts. The Southwest saw the first, most extensive attempt 

LaSalle Was Here  
On his expedition, the 
French explorer was 
received by the Caddo 
Indians, inhabitants 
of what is now East 
Texas and Louisiana.
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What could these be except long-
sought Cibola? After the Aztecs, after 
the Inca, here might await another 
countinghouse of gold and silver. In 
1540, New Spain’s government sent 
Coronado into the northern desert 
with 1,000 men on foot and horseback and 600 pack animals. 
Like Columbus, Coronado believed he was entering a land 
contiguous to “greater India.” He found no cities, but he did 
find villages. Zuni and other tribes, generally welcoming, 
stood in awe of those horses. Whatever impulse Indians had 
to resist faded in the face of the overwhelming power 
flaunted by the brutal, demanding Spanish. 

Coronado’s goal was gold, not geographical knowledge. 
The force he led encountered a native whose dress and look 
led the Spanish to nickname him “the Turk.” 

The Turk spoke of a river “with fish as large as horses” 
transecting a land whose lord “took his rest under a large 
tree from which hung numerous golden jingle bells, and he 
was pleased as they played in the wind.” Common people 
there ate from dishes of wrought silver, while “the pitchers, 
dishes and bowls were made of gold.” 

Where was this place, the Spanish asked. At Quivira, the 
Turk replied. He led Coronado northeast through what 
became Texas and into what is now Kansas. No gold or silver 
appeared; nothing “but cattle [buffalo] and sky,” a soldier said. 
Coronado described “plains so without landmarks that it was 
as if we were in the middle of the sea.” The Turk admitted he 
had led his new masters into the wild at the behest of other 
Indians. Returning to New Spain in 1542, Coronado faced a PH
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at penetration. Conquistador Francisco Coronado, primed by 
Spain’s successes elsewhere in the New World, ventured in 
search of the seven golden cities of Cibola. 

In the Spain of the 800s, a much-told tale went, seven 
bishops, beset by rampaging Moors, had led parishioners west 
into the ocean. On Antilla, a mysterious island, the refugees 
supposedly built seven cities. Latter-day searches failed to 
turn up Antilla, though sailors named a Caribbean archipel-
ago stretching from Cuba to Trinidad the Antilles after the 
mythical isle. Similarly, when in 1510 Spanish novelist Garci 
Ordonez de Montalvo published Las Sergas de Esplandian 
(The Deeds of Esplandian), he partly set his story on an island 
of Amazons ruled by Queen Califia and called California, the 
name explorers would give to the gulf created by a peninsula 
jutting along Mexico’s Pacific coast.

Like the name “California,” the chimera of the seven cities 
persisted. Gesturing northward, Indians in Mexico told con-
quistadors about seven metropolises, distant and wonderful. 

whatever 
impulse 
indians had 
to resist 
faded in the 
face of 
the power 
flaunted by  
the brutal, 
demanding 
spanish.

Dreamscape A vivid  
but speculative map  
led Spanish explorer 
Francisco Coronado to 
search for cities of gold 
in New Spain.
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court of inquiry whose officers told him what he already 
knew: his expedition had been a resounding failure. He had 
found no gold, a massacre by Coronado’s men had ravaged a 
pueblo, and Spanish behavior had so alienated natives that 
they were murdering Franciscan missionaries. 

Coronado’s failure discouraged Spanish exploration for 
two generations. Not until 1610 did settlers come to Santa Fe, 
in the colony of New Mexico. That site evolved into a major 
trading post, but aside from minor excursions into Texas the 
Spanish did scant further probing and none north of Santa Fe. 
For 200 years Spain regarded the far west—hot, bone dry, 
thinly populated, short of resources—as a thousand-mile bar-
ricade keeping other Europeans out of northern Mexico. 

France based its claim on what it called Louisiana, for King 
Louis XIV, on a 1682 voyage down the length of the Missis-
sippi by Rene-Robert Cavelier Sieur de la Salle, who declared 
that river and its valley a French holding. La Salle hoped that 
the big stream was the Grail-like “river to the West” said to 
lead to the Orient, and that it drained into the Gulf of Califor-
nia. Through the 1700s, the French labored under this and 
many other wrong-headed myths, but they got one thing 
right: the extent to which northern Mexico would enrich 
Spain. Between the 1500s and the 1700s, mines in Peru and 
Mexico together yielded 100,000 to 150,000 tons of silver. 
That trove, nearly 90 percent of world production, annually 
underwrote nearly two-thirds of Spain’s budget. The French 
imagined burrowing into northern versions of the peaks in 
Mexico and South America to find riches of their own.

But France’s New World wealth turned out to have four 
legs and marvelous fur. By the 1730s, voyageurs from the east 
and north trapping beavers and other species had penetrated 

to the vicinity of Lake Superior. Seeking information on what 
lay west, the formidably named Pierre Gaultier de Varennes et 
de La Vérendrye interrogated Indians. 

Talking geography with Indians was tricky. The aborigi-
nals mapped land in their minds far differently and more 
flexibly than did Europeans, with their exacting bird’s-eye 
cartography. Confusion abounded. Indians had nearly as 
many languages as they had tribes. And none of those lan-
guages was written; the region’s universal mode of communi-
cation was sign language. Following his investigations, La 
Vérendrye reported to Paris that he had learned of a riviere de 
l’Ouest—“a great river which flows straight toward the setting 
sun, and which widens continually as it descends.” 

Whoever found that river had found the path to the 
Pacific, the French thought.

La Vérendrye did not find the riviere de l’Ouest, but he did 
discover Lake Winnipeg, explore central Canada, and reach 
the Dakotas. Asking Mandan Indians in the Dakotas how to 
get to the western ocean, he learned nothing. Indians stayed 
close to home except when firm trade relationships main-
tained peace. Tribes told the Frenchman about lakes that 
ebbed and flowed and about waters that were undrinkably 
salty—all hearsay and invention. The river that flowed 
straight toward the setting sun, scholars think, was probably 
the Nelson—but the Nelson flows east into Hudson Bay. 
There, in the 1740s, the British wasted men, ships, and time 
hunting their idea of the route to India, a Northwest Passage 
that would have cut 6,000 miles from the sail around South 
America—if such a passage had existed.

The Aztec and Inca cultures had created empires, com-
plex and effectively organized civilizations. Subjects of each 
spoke a single language, and their existing systems of 

Conquistadors 
In 1540, Coronado led 

a Spanish force from 
Mexico deep into the 

American interior.
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administration lent themselves, after con-
quest, to regime change. Aztec bark-cloth 
maps, not unlike European counterparts, 
showed rivers and communities. The Inca 
had stitched their lands with roads, and all 
spoke Quechua, still the lingua franca of 
South America’s highlands. 

Not so in the North American wilderness. 
Crossing those featureless western plains, 

Coronado encountered a new and unfamiliar 
language each time he entered a town. Across 
the west lived independent tribes speaking dif-
ferent tongues, or pidgin variants—23 along 
the Colorado River alone. Only trade and sign 
language knit tribes to one another, and then 
loosely. Tribes might raid back and forth all 
winter, taking scalps and stealing mounts, 
slaves, and food, yet at another season meet 
peaceably to trade horses for corn and corn for 
guns. Wintering at Fort Mandan on the Mis-
souri, one of the men with the Corps of Dis-
covery fashioned axes that he traded to 
Mandan for corn. Moving on, Lewis and Clark 
came upon one such tool in another tribe’s hands, borne ahead 
of them by Indian commerce. Unlike Mexico and Peru, the 
West had no overarching system, no organizing principle, no 
management in place on which conquerors could build. 

Beholding the hugely profitable fur trade that had become 
their principal North American enterprise, French diplomats 
dreamed of undiscovered civilizations, of silver and gold 
mines, of rivers to the Pacific. Refracting Indian lore, French 
mapmakers conjured a Sea of the West the size of the Medi-
terranean opening onto the Pacific near San Francisco Bay. 

Yet the French investigated no further west, 
instead simply tallying their profits on beaver 
and lynx. By 1763, when France ceded Louisi-
ana to Spain, Frenchmen were still dawdling 
in the Dakotas. The Spanish then let that 
vastness lie, a fallow tract obstructing the 
expansionist British Atlantic colonies brawl-
ing into the lands between the Appalachians 
and the Mississippi River.

During Spain’s 40-year hegemony in Loui-
siana, French fur traders in that region built 
settlements along the Mississippi and ven-
tured up the Missouri. By 1803, Frenchmen 
were working traps in North Dakota. When 
Lewis and Clark left St. Louis in 1804, they 
engaged voyageurs as guides. 

For Thomas Jefferson, the Louisiana Pur-
chase marked a huge relief. 

Jefferson had long had imperial dreams, 
picturing a United States stretching to the 
continent’s western antipodes. He dreaded 
the thought of seeing a European power 

perched on the Mississippi’s west bank. To Jefferson it must 
have seemed providential, a manifestation of national des-
tiny, that the West stayed so empty and so unknown for so 
long when the French had been so close in the north and the 
Spanish in the Southwest and California. On their voluntary 
forced march, Lewis and Clark made real Jefferson’s vision. 
They encountered Sioux, Blackfoot, Nez Percé—who briefly 
considered killing the whole bunch of them—and persevered, 
all the while logging data. The explorers took most of a year to 
ascend the Missouri River, then nearly starved in the Bitter-
root Mountains on a 100 mile-plus portage from the Missou-
ri’s headwaters to a navigable tributary of the Columbia. Hike 
by hike, paddle by paddle, river crossing by river crossing, 
ascent by ascent, they shattered geographical myths.

Even after the Corps of Discovery reached its western-
most longitude, America was still a long time in the discover-
ing. Not until 1846 did an army succeed in crossing and 
acquiring for the United States the empty quarter that so 
frustrated Coronado. Another huge foreign-owned parcel 
came into American hands in 1867, when Russia sold Alaska 
to the United States for $7.2 million, less than half of what 
Napoleon had charged for Louisiana. Alaska became a new 
frontier, but discovery in America proper was still afoot in 
the 1880s, when the Rockies and the Sierras reluctantly 
yielded their last secrets. 

It is hard to imagine now that the United States might have 
developed into a middling republic sharing a continent with 
French, Spanish, or British—even Russian—commonwealths. 
But history is not providential. History is accidental. Had 
Napoleon Bonaparte’s brothers persuaded him to change his 
mind—and the First Consul came close to doing so—who 
knows what language folks might be speaking in Seattle or 
Denver or Kansas City right now? 

Westbound  
Clark and Lewis with 
guide Sacajawea at 
the Three Forks of 
the Missouri, 1805.



Freedom Ride
Departing Tidewater 
Virginia for Baltimore 
in July 1944, Irene 
Morgan boarded a 
Greyhound 1937 
Supercoach like this.
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A Supreme Court decision 
involving a black woman and a 
bus ride made history—in 1946   
By Daniel B. Moskowitz

No, I 
Will Not 
Move 
to the 
Back of 
the Bus
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n June 3, 1946, the U.S. Supreme 
Court, for the first time in its 
history, ordered racial desegre-
gation. The ruling came in a dis-
pute that had begun nearly two 
years earlier, on July 16, 1944. 
That Tuesday, Irene Morgan, a 
feisty 28-year-old African-Ameri-
can mother of two, boarded a 
Greyhound bus at the Hayes Store 

crossroads stop in Gloucester County, in Virginia’s Tidewater 
region. Morgan was heading home to her family in Balti-
more after visiting her mother in the country. She took a 
seat three rows from the back of the bus beside another 
African-American woman who was carrying an infant. Stop 
by stop, seats filled. By the  time the bus was 20 miles north, 

several passengers were stand-
ing, though the back bench seat was not 
full. At Saluda, two white passengers boarded. The 
bus driver, R.P. Kelly, asked Morgan and seatmate Estelle 
Fields and her baby to move to the back of the bus. Despite 
Morgan’s urging that she keep her seat, Fields relocated with 
her child to the bench.

However, Kelly had picked one wrong target. Still recov-
ering from a recent miscarriage, Irene Morgan was not in a 
cheery mood and in any case was not a woman to tolerate 
nonsense or insult. She had grown accustomed to industrial 

O

Rosa Parks’s “Mother-in-Law”
Defense worker Morgan bristled at a demand 

that she give up her seat to a white person. 
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urban life with its greater racial integration 
and to the independence she had achieved 
working in a Baltimore plant manufacturing 
Martin B-26 Marauder medium bombers. 
Morgan forcefully refused to move.

“I wasn’t going to take it,” she said later. “I’d 
paid my money.”

Virginia law forbade blacks and whites to  
sit next to one another on buses. Vehicles did 
not designate “black” or “white” seats, although  
segregationist states historically had expected 
African-Americans to relegate themselves to 
the back of the bus. As passengers came and 
went, a bus driver was supposed to rearrange 
his customers along racially separate lines. If 
Kelly could not persuade Morgan to move, he 
himself would be guilty of a misdemeanor.

When Morgan balked, Kelly steered his Grey-
hound straight to the Saluda sheriff’s office. A 
Middlesex County deputy boarded to arrest 
the recalcitrant traveler. Morgan wasn’t hav-
ing any of that. The sheriff “didn’t even know 
my name,” she told a Washington Post reporter, 
so she doubted the legitimacy of the warrant 
he was waving. “I just took it and tore it up and 
just threw it out the window.” That led to a 
scuffle during which Morgan kicked the law-
man in the groin. “I started to bite him but he 
looked dirty, so I couldn’t bite him,” she said. “I clawed him 
instead. I ripped his shirt.”

The sheriff and a deputy dragged Morgan from the bus, 
charging her with resisting arrest and violating Virginia law 
calling for racial segregation on public transportation. She 
spent eight hours in the county jail before her mother showed 
up with $100 cash to cover her bail. At trial three months 
later, in October 1944, Irene Morgan admitted to resisting 
arrest and agreed to pay a $100 fine.

But she would not plead to the segregation violation. 
Convicted, she was ordered to pay a $10 fine. She refused to 
pay. Civil rights lawyers working to unravel the web of law 
and custom that demoted African-American citizens to sec-
ond-class status saw in Morgan’s $10 fine the perfect occa-
sion for a legal challenge. A cadre of men later to be their 
generation’s most eminent African-American jurists signed 
on to defend Morgan, prepping her dispute for a journey to 
the U.S. Supreme Court. The lady who wouldn’t change seats 
was, as National Association for the Advancement of Col-
ored People secretary Walter White noted in a letter solicit-
ing contributions to fund Morgan’s litigation, one of the 
“obscure men and women who are the plaintiffs in cases 
which result in decisive gains in the practical enjoyment of 
our constitutional freedom by all our citizens.”

Eleven years later, Rosa Parks would become a civil 
rights heroine by refusing to move to the back of a bus in 
Montgomery, Alabama. Irene Morgan, as U.S. District Court 

Judge Louis H. Pollak observed later, at 
the very least might be termed “Rosa 
Parks’s mother-in-law.”

By 1944, much of America, even if 
racially segregated by habit and social 
norms, had begun to consider it wrong to 
have mandated segregation. In 18 states,  
legislatures had passed laws banning 
racial segregation on buses. 

But laws in Virginia and nine other 
states demanded the practice. The ratio-
nale for those laws, Virginia’s lawyers 
would tell the Supreme Court, was that 
they were a realistic reaction to blacks’ 
and whites’ assumed mutual enmity.

Morgan meant to fight. “If something 
happens to you which is wrong, the best 
thing to do is have it corrected the best 
way you can,” she said. She struck pay dirt 
when she walked into a Richmond, Vir-
ginia, law office and asked its proprietor  
to take her case. Spottswood W. Robinson 
III, 28, was already making a name for 
himself in legal circles—not only graduat-
ing first in his class at Howard University 
law school but doing so with the highest 
total grade point average in that institu-
tion’s history. Robinson joined the How-
ard law faculty, meanwhile with another 

lawyer opening a practice in Richmond. He was eager to use 
litigation to advance the causes of minorities.

Studies of that era’s African-American attitudes point to 
the daily indignity of segregated public transportation as the 
aspect of second-class status blacks resented most. Robinson 
had heard from many African-Americans who had defied 
segregated seating on buses; they wanted him to attack the 
charges brought against them for doing so as based on an 
unconstitutional practice. But segregationist states were wary 
of a showdown, so typically when arresting an African-Amer-
ican for refusing to comply with racist seating arrangements, 
authorities leveled a charge of disorderly conduct. That 
deprived civil rights lawyers like Robinson of a crowbar with 
which to dismantle the underlying race-based laws. 

But the Middlesex County authorities had not stopped 
with a disorderly conduct charge; they had tacked on a segre-
gation violation. “When Irene Morgan told me that she had 
been charged with violation of the segregation ordinance, I 
couldn’t believe my ears,” Robinson said. “I looked at the 
charge sheet, and there it was—violation of that ordinance.” 
That provided the essential legal lever, and the NAACP 
agreed to back Morgan’s appeal of her conviction.

The 14th Amendment to the Constitution promises that 
no state may “deny to any person within its jurisdiction the 
equal protection of the laws.” Civil rights advocates read that 
as meaning that segregation laws—by demanding separate 
accommodations for blacks and whites—were inherently 

That led to 
a scuffle 
during 
which 
Morgan 
kicked the 
lawman in 
the groin. 
“I started 
to bite 
him but 
he looked 
dirty, so I 
couldn’t 
bite him,” 
she said.  
“I clawed 
him instead. 
I ripped his 
shirt.”
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A Long Time Coming
In 1961, a quarter-century 
after Morgan, many public 
facilities, above, in Southern 
states remained segregated.

Robinson on the Case
After Morgan, Spottswood W. Robinson III played 
key roles in multiple landmark civil rights actions, 
eventually serving as a U.S. District Court judge.
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unconstitutional. But activists knew that in 
1946 this argument would not win in court. 
In 1896, the U.S. Supreme Court, reviewing a 
Louisiana law requiring that blacks and 
whites ride in different rail cars, had ruled 
7-1 in Plessy v. Ferguson that mandating 
“separate but equal” facilities for people of 
different races did not deny anyone equal 
protection. Fifty years on, Plessy remained 
the prevailing legal doctrine.

The concept that state laws had to pro-
vide equal treatment to people of all races—
even if that treatment was separate—had 
been employed in previous challenges to 
argue against the practice of segregation in 
public transportation. As early as 1914, the 
high court held that the Atchison, Topeka & 
Santa Fe Railroad, complying with an Okla-
homa segregation law, acted improperly 
when the railroad refused to allow a black 
passenger to book a berth in a sleeping car. 
The court reaffirmed that reasoning in 1941 
in a case that was brought by Rep. Arthur W. Mitchell. 

The son of former slaves, Mitchell was the first Afri-
can-American Democrat elected to the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives; he represented Chicago’s South Side from 1935 
until 1943. In 1937, Mitchell, traveling on a first-class ticket 
from Chicago to Hot Springs, Arkansas, on the Chicago, 
Rock Island & Pacific Railroad, was asked when the train 
crossed into Arkansas to move into a less cushy blacks-only 
coach; he complained that the practice was unlawful. 
Mitchell argued his own case before the court, which unani-
mously agreed with him that all holders of first-class tickets 
had the right to occupy first-class seats throughout their 
trips. The decision was “a step in the destruction of Mr. Jim 
Crow himself,” Mitchell exulted.

But neither the Oklahoma nor the Arkansas ruling forced 
American passenger railroads to integrate services. Lines 
could achieve compliance by dropping sleeping car or first-
class coach service or offering those services in separate 
facilities to black and white passengers. State laws demand-
ing that blacks and whites not sit together in buses involved 
accommodations that were more or less equal, so Robinson 
and the NAACP could not invoke those decisions as prece-
dents in Morgan’s case. When the Supreme Court agreed to 
consider Morgan’s appeal of a Virginia appellate court ruling 
upholding her $10 fine, her lawyers fastened on a more 
promising strategy: ignoring how transportation segregation 
laws affected minority passengers and focusing on how 
those laws affected businesses that operated the carriers.

The Constitution authorizes Congress “to regulate com-
merce with foreign nations, and among the several states.” 
Supreme Court decisions had interpreted the commerce 
provision as making it unconstitutional for states to regulate 
interstate business operations if rules impose substantial 
hardship on those businesses. Ironically, that interpretation 

came in a case in which a state legislature 
had been pursuing exactly the opposite goal: 
The justices in 1878 struck down an 1869 
Louisiana ban on racial segregation in all 
public transportation because of the passen-
ger-shuffling burden imposed on operators 
of a Mississippi River steamship. Morgan’s 
lawyers would wield that pro-segregation 
ruling as a cudgel against segregation.

When the U.S. Supreme Court agreed to 
take Morgan’s case, Robinson had to line up 
allies; he was not qualified to argue cases in 
person before the top tribunal because he 
did not have enough experience. As lead 
attorneys in the case he recruited William H. 
Hastie and Thurgood Marshall, lions among 
the day’s African-American civil rights law-
yers. In 1944, Hastie and Marshall had won a 
major victory when the justices, ruling 8-1, 
struck down a Texas law allowing the Demo-
cratic Party to hold whites-only primaries. 
Structuring their approach to Morgan’s case, 

Robinson, Marshall, and Hastie worked out a division of 
labor. Robinson primarily would be responsible for the writ-
ten brief. Marshall would make the oral argument before 
the justices on March 27, 1946, and lay out exactly what 
happened to Irene Morgan that July day in 1944. Hastie then 
would present an argument for finding the Virginia segrega-
tion law unconstitutional.

Hastie’s demeanor made him the ideal closer, according 
to Robinson. “His courtly reserve was emblematic of an abil-
ity to approach the problem from a perspective divorced 
from the emotions of a lifetime—emotions deeply felt but 
kept completely under control,” the younger man said. And 
Hastie focused relentlessly on the possible, creating “pre-
scriptions for social change” that the justices could find both 
morally and legally persuasive, Robinson added.

Morgan’s brief to the court noted that “we are just emerg-
ing from a war in which the people of the United States were 
joined in a death struggle against the apostles of racism,” 
and that in signing the United Nations charter, the United 
States had made it “our duty, along with our neighbors, to 
eschew racism in our national life.”

But Morgan’s lawyers knew high-flown prose would not 
accomplish their ends; the votes to strike down the sepa-
rate-but-equal doctrine simply were not there. “Pushing the 
court too fast or too far would almost certainly lead to a set-
back for the cause of civil rights,” historian Raymond O. 
Arsenault wrote. To erase state mandates for segregated 
seating in interstate bus travel, Morgan’s team had to per-
suade the justices that Virginia’s law—and by extension 
measures in the nine states with similar statutes—so bur-
dened interstate commerce as to be unconstitutional.

“The national business of interstate commerce is not to 
be disfigured by disruptive local practices bred of racial 
notions alien to our national ideals,” Morgan’s lawyers 

Morgan’s 
brief to the 
court noted 
that “we are 
just emerg-
ing from a 
war in which 
the people 
of the United 
States were 
joined in a 
death strug-
gle against 
the apostles 
of racism.” 
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Brothers in Arms
After collaborating on 
Irene Morgan’s suit, 
attorneys Thurgood 
Marshall, right, and 
Spottswood Robinson  
continued to work 
together. In 1955, they 
and colleagues won 
on Brown v. Board of 
Education.

The Closer
William Hastie used 
inarguable logic, not 
high-flown language, 
to win Irene Morgan’s 
case before the U.S. 
Supreme Court. 
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wrote. From the bench, Justice Wiley E. Rut-
ledge tried to push Hastie to argue that seg-
regated seating was an example of blacks 
being denied the equality the 14th Amend-
ment guarantees, but Irene Morgan’s lawyer 
refused the bait. “Hastie resisted his strongly 
held views on Plessy, and instead took a 
course that was at once wise and bold,” Rob-
inson said. “His response was that the litiga-
tion before the court neither required nor 
urged a reconsideration of Plessy, but he 
intimated that someday he would be back 
with just such a challenge.”

Hastie instead concentrated on difficulties 
that differing state segregation laws imposed 
on transportation companies. To illustrate, he 
and his associates had hypothesized a 
cross-country bus journey to show how often 
a driver would have to reseat passengers as 
his vehicle passed from states demanding 
segregation to jurisdictions with no such laws 
to those that outright forbade segregation. 

The hypothetical trip began in Pennsylva-
nia and terminated in Mississippi. Pennsyl-
vania outlawed segregation; Maryland imposed it on 
intrastate travelers but not on those bound from or to another 
state. The District of Columbia had no rules on racial seating, 
but when the journey continued into Virginia, segregation 
again was mandated. Next came Kentucky, which, like 
Maryland, required segregation of intrastate passengers but 
had no statute covering interstate passengers. From Tennes-
see on to Mississippi, the local laws required segregation of 
all passengers. The brief for Morgan v. Virginia was “a marvel 
of advocacy,” Pollak wrote.

The brief was also effective. Voting 6-1, the court held that 
segregationist state laws like Virginia’s were unconstitutional. 
The path to that decision was bumpy: precedents did estab-
lish the unconstitutionality of state laws imposing an undue 
burden on interstate commerce, but in private talks the jus-
tices homed in on the true degree of burden imposed by seg-
regated seating laws. In his private discussions with other 
justices, Chief Justice Harlan Stone argued that “interference 
with commerce was not very great” as a result of adherence to 
varied state laws on racial segregation. Countering that argu-
ment, Justice Stanley Reed insisted that the “constant 
arrangement of seating is disruptive.”

In the nine weeks between the Supreme Court hearing and 
issuance of its decision, Stone had died and Justice Robert  
H. Jackson had stepped down temporarily to serve as chief  
U.S. prosecutor at the trials of accused Nazi war criminals in 
Nuremberg, Germany. Justice Reed, tapped to develop the 
court’s formal opinion, wrote, “It seems clear to us that seating 
arrangements for the different races in interstate motor travel 
require a single, uniform rule to promote and protect national 
travel.” In other words, segregation was out and racially inte-
grated travel was the law of the land. Carriers would not be able 

to dodge the ruling by offering “separate but 
equal” accommodations.

Rep. Adam Clayton Powell (D-New York), 
Harlem’s representative in Congress, lauded 
the decision as “the most important step 
towards winning the peace since the conclu-
sion of the war.” Within a year, civil rights 
activists trying to put the ruling into practice 
were chanting, “Get on the bus, sit any 
place/‘Cause Irene Morgan won her case.”

Morgan did not lead to immediate inte-
gration of interstate bus travel. Bus compa-
nies resisted the change, claiming they were 
continuing segregation as a matter of com-
pany policy—at the time, still legal—not 
because state law required it. But the ruling 
did have immediate judicial impact. Mar-
shall, calling the decision “a decisive blow to 
the evil of segregation and all it stands for,” 
announced that the NAACP, where he held 
the title of special counsel, would use Mor-
gan to push on with 98 pending challenges 
to racial segregation in interstate travel. The 
ruling led to a string of civil rights victories 

in which courts declared other forms of legislated segrega-
tion unconstitutional as undue burdens on interstate com-
merce. Just months after the high court ruling in Morgan, 
the U.S. Court of Appeals in Washington, DC, extended 
Morgan to apply to rail travel. In 1948, the Supreme Court 
cited Morgan in ordering integration of pleasure boats trav-
eling between Michigan and Canada. And in 1950 the jus-
tices ruled that a bus terminal is so integral to interstate 
travel that Virginia could not use its segregation statute to 
deny an African-American passenger access to a “whites 
only” restaurant in the Richmond bus terminal.

The decision remains an important precedent, although 
21st-century cases most commonly reference it in regard to 
business matters with no racial or civil rights overtones. In 
2013, the U.S. Court of Appeals in Philadelphia cited Morgan 
in a dispute over sports gambling.

As pertinent as the case may be for today’s business law-
yers, Morgan and its watershed civil rights role faded from 
public awareness as the civil rights movement brought 
courts ever more pervasive and contentious issues—school 
desegregation, voting rights, discrimination in employment 
and in housing—especially after the high court in 1954,  
finding separate to be inherently unequal, ordered public 
schools desegregated, reversing Plessy. One massive study 
of the NAACP’s battle against racism from 1909 through 
1969 does not even mention Morgan.

Irene Morgan went on with her life. After her husband 
died, she remarried, moved to New York City, and ran a 
childcare center in Queens. At 68, she earned a bachelor’s 
degree from St. John’s University and five years later a mas-
ter’s degree in urban studies from Queens College. When 
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“The Problem We All Live With”
In 1964, Norman Rockwell 
painted innocence and courage 
against a backdrop of ugliness.

she was in her 80s, she left Staten Island for Gloucester 
County, Virginia, scene of her anti-segregation stand.

Morgan lived four months past her 90th birthday—long 
enough to enjoy the glow of the spotlight as it swung back to 
her and the victory arising from her simple refusal to move 
to the back of the bus. In her last years, she received official 
recognition for her indomitability of more than a half-cen-
tury before. In 2000, when Gloucester County celebrated its 
350th anniversary, she was one of its honored citizens. In 
2002, the NAACP gave the 85-year-old its Freedom Fighter 
Award. Upon her death in 2007, The New York Times pub-
lished a long obituary, noting that her “fight against segrega-
tion took place a decade before the modern civil rights 

movement changed America.” Posthumously, Maryland 
added Morgan to her home state’s Women’s Hall of Fame. 
And in 2012, Virginia authorities unveiled a plaque desig-
nating the Middlesex County Courthouse a historic site at 
which Morgan’s resistance “helped set the precedent for the 
later battles the NAACP waged against segregation.”

But arguably the most satisfying of Irene Morgan’s  
limelight moments had come in 2001, when President Bill 
Clinton awarded her—along with baseball’s Hank Aaron, 
boxing’s Muhammad Ali, and the federal judiciary’s Con-
stance Baker Motley—the Presidential Citizens Medal.  
Morgan’s “courage and tenacity,” the White House citation 
proclaimed, “helped make America a more just society.” 

Citizen Morgan
In 2001, Irene Morgan 

accepts the Presidential 
Citizens Medal from 

President Bill Clinton. 
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What’s in  
a Name?
How Washington Irving’s old Dutch uncle 
became a moniker for all things New York  
By Ann Morrow

Head Games 
Washington Irving, 
famous for Rip Van 
Winkle, Ichabod 
Crane, and other 
characters, made 
his name with the 
voluble Diedrich 
Knickerbocker 
(opposite).  
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n 1946, when New York 
City obtained a profes-
sional basketball team, 

the promoters wanted the franchise to 
have a quintessentially New York City 
name. The unanimous choice was “Knick-
erbockers,” a term associated with the city’s 
origins as a Dutch colony but which had 
come to signify “New York.” Today, the Knicks 
may be the most famous users of the old Dutch 
name, but long before basketball, there was the 
Knickerbocker Club, the Knickerbocker Hotel, the 
steamboat Knickerbocker, the Knickerbocker literary maga-
zine, and countless products, including a popular beer, all 
capitalizing on a moniker that implied a Gotham pedigree.

“Knickerbocker” as a sobriquet started with Manhattan 
native Washington Irving—specifically, with one of Irving’s 
alter egos: “the historian Diedrich Knickerbocker,” fictional 
author of the writer’s debut book, A History of New York: 
From the Beginning of the World to the End of the Dutch 
Dynasty. First published in 1809, Irving’s parody sold well on 
both sides of the Atlantic, thanks largely to the imaginary 
Diedrich’s hilarious treatment of the Dutch colony of New 
Netherland and its lackadaisical denizens: the Van Winkles 
and the Van Warts, the Van Nests, and the Van Bummels—
actual personages rendered in exaggerated comic relief.

The book’s popularity quickly made “Knickerbocker” syn-
onymous with Roosevelts, Schuylers, Beekmans, and other 
specimens of New York’s Dutch-descended elite. In time, use 
of the label expanded to all native New Yorkers, meanwhile 
serving Manhattan high society as a substitute for “patroon,” 
the Dutch legal title given powerful colonial landowners (see 
“Portraying and Parodying Patroons” p. 46).

Diedrich may have been imaginary but his “relatives,” 
whose surname’s spelling evolved, were real. The first to settle 
in the Dutch/English colony was Harman Janse Wyekyc-
backe, a fur trader whose descendants prospered as upstate 
landowners. In A History of New York, Irving would use the 
family’s rural mansion as Diedrich’s ancestral home.

Since boyhood, Irving had delighted in Dutch culture, then 
still flourishing in towns and villages along the Hudson River. 
During the writer’s youth, Dutchness had all but vanished 
from New York City. Further north, people still spoke the lan-
guage and distinctively Dutch stepped-gable houses still lined 
the thoroughfares of Albany, the state capital.

In 1808, Irving was a floundering New York City lawyer 
who published satirical columns in local newspapers. He and 

brother Peter started writing a full-length 
lampoon of New York City history but the 
project was interrupted by two deaths 
within a year: their sister Ann in spring 
1808, and Washington’s fiancée, Matilda 

Hoffman. The brothers put aside the proj-
ect and a bereft Washington retreated to a 

lawyer friend’s house in the village of Kin-
derhook, 127 miles upstate.

As a distraction from his grief, Irving 
resumed writing A History of New York on his own, 

refocusing the narrative from British-run Manhattan to 
the little-known days when New York State was part of New 
Netherland, a Dutch colony.

Following his sister’s death, Irving had visited the Knick-
erbacker family estate in Schaghticoke, north of Albany. 
According to the Knickerbocker Historical Society, the writer 
was a guest of Johannes Knickerbacker III, the mansion’s 
builder and a Revolutionary War veteran. At the residence, 
Irving would have seen a portrait of his host wearing knee 
breeches and broad-brimmed hat, and many other portraits 
and heirlooms of the Knickerbacker family’s long history. 
Irving appropriated the family name—changing it slightly for 
comic effect—and made “Diedrich Knickerbocker” his serio-
comic novel’s narrator, as well as a fictional relative of the 
Knickerbacker family.

In “An Account of the Author,” the introduction to A His-
tory of New York, Irving described Diedrich as “a small brisk 
looking old gentleman, dressed in a rusty black coat, a pair of 
olive velvet breeches, and a small cocked hat,” his only finery 
square silver shoe buckles. Irving, 26, had great fun making 
Diedrich a source of uproarious exaggeration.

To launch the book, the young author planned a hoax: 
Diedrich’s mysterious disappearance from a hotel on Mul-
berry Street in Manhattan, as reported by a fictional landlord 
in paid notices Irving placed in the Evening Post.

“About two months ago, he went out of a morning, with a 
bundle in his hand—and has never been heard of since,” the 
“landlord” explained in one advertisement. The landlord had 
learned that Diedrich was “of very great connexions, being 
related to the Knickerbockers of Scaghtikoke,” but said these 
relations hadn’t seen the old fellow either. Supposedly aban-
doned in Diedrich’s lodgings was the manuscript for A His-
tory of New York, and the “landlord” posted that he would be 
publishing that work to cover his missing tenant’s unpaid rent.

For security’s sake, Irving had a publishing house in Phila-
delphia print the book. In America’s first literary publicity 
stunt, poor Diedrich’s plight enthralled the public, and the 
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Dozing Director 
Irving mocked New 
Netherland director 
general Wouter 
Van Twiller as a 
layabout.

Headstrong Peter
Told by new English bosses 
to surrender, Stuyvesant 
shredded the letter.

Coming Clean 
A later edition of  

A History, right, had 
fun with Irving’s scam 

starring Diedrich. 

A Leg to Stand On
Stuyvesant, above 
with Indians, was 
New Netherland’s 
last Dutch ruler. C
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book made Irving a celebrity, admired by Sir 
Walter Scott, Lord Byron, and other notables. 

In a typically droll passage on the “colony 
of huge feeders,” Diedrich writes: “The Dutch 
possessions in this part of the globe began 
now to assume a very thriving appearance, 
and were comprehended under the general 
title of Nieuw Nederlandts, on account, no 
doubt, of their great resemblance to the 
Dutch Netherlands—excepting that the for-
mer were rugged and mountainous, and the 
latter level and marshy.” A History of New 
York concerns three of the colony’s actual 
directors: Wouter “the Doubter” Van Twiller, 
whose oblong body, “particularly capacious at 
bottom,” Diedrich compares to a beer barrel 
with an onion for a head. He praises Wouter 
for dozing through his administration, allow-
ing the colony to flourish; William “the 
Testy” Kieft (remembered in real life for wag-
ing a disastrous war against the mostly 
friendly Lenape tribes), who “enriched the 
province by a multitude of good-for-nothing 
laws” while the people became “exceedingly 
enlightened and unhappy” under his rule; 
Peter “the Headstrong” Stuyvesant, whose exploits Diedrich 
summarizes as “the rise and renown of a valiant commander, 
showing that a man, like a bladder, may be puffed up to  

greatness and importance, by mere wind.”
Irving’s buffoonish colonists care far more 

about eating, drinking, and napping than 
they do governance, yet through one rollick 
after another, they ensure the colony’s sur-
vival. Panicked by the sight of an English 
ship, New Amsterdam’s fictional residents 
“fell to smoking their pipes with astonishing 
vehemence; in so much that they raised a 
cloud” concealing the town. The terrible 
English captain passes, “totally unsuspicious 
of the sturdy Dutch settlement snugly 
couched under cover” of tobacco smoke.

Many Dutch families took offense at A 
History of New York and at Irving’s carica-
tures of their forebears. Certainly the 
esteemed Van Cortlandt family had reason to 
rage: Irving portrayed Oloff van Cortlandt, a 
common soldier who rose to become one of 
the colony’s most powerful men, as Olaffe 
Van Kortlandt, an unwashed peasant who 
faked his noble background.

In time, Irving’s personal charm, acclaim 
for the book, and the interest it generated in 
Dutch colonial culture won over many New 

Netherland descendants. Visiting Albany in 1810, the author 
was lionized, though many capital residents—undoubtedly 
including Van Rensselaers, Schuylers, and Ten Broecks—were 

To irving, 
stuyvesant’s 
career was 

“the rise and 
renown of a 

valiant 
commander, 

showing that 
a man, like a 
bladder, may 
be puffed up 
to greatness 

and 
importance, 

by mere 
wind.”

Homestyle 
New Amsterdam 

closely resembled its 
European namesake.
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Knickerbockerism 
Clockwise from 
right: the term at-
tached to Gotham 
swells like Caroline 
Schermerhorn, tow-
ering hotels, rural 
gentry, an Ameri-
can literary journal, 
and a British artist’s 
portrayal of “Father 
Knickerbocker” on 
the cover of satirical 
magazine Puck. 



“very slow to extend any civility.” Irving wrote 
to a friend about how he had “intrenched 
myself strongly in the parlors of several gen-
uine Dutch families who had declared utter 
hostility to me. Several good old ladies, who 
had almost condemned my book to the 
flames, have taken me into high favor.”

In 1811, while on family business in Wash-
ington, DC, Irving encountered Johannes 
III’s son, Congressman Herman Knicker-
bocker, mentioned in A History as Diedrich’s 
“cousin.” Himself a wit, Herman  enjoyed the 
book and became a lifelong friend of Irving. 
Irving’s next book, The Sketch Book of Geof-
frey Crayon, Gent., published serially in 
1819-20, was an international bestseller. Die-
drich is credited as the “posthumous” author 
of its Dutch Hudson Valley stories, “The Leg-
end of Sleepy Hollow” and “Rip Van Win-
kle”—historical fantasies that would make 
Irving America’s first man of letters.

By then, “Knickerbocker” was enlivening 
New York City’s vernacular. In 1833, a new 
literary monthly was calling itself The Knickerbocker, New-
York Monthly Magazine. Irving wrote the preface for the 
premier issue in the guise of a conversation with the long-
dead Diedrich, who appears as a phantasm. The Knicker-
bocker lasted more than 30 years. Contributors, including 
James Fenimore Cooper and Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, 
became known as the Knickerbocker Group.

Commercial appropriation of “Knickerbocker” prolifer-
ated. In an author’s essay for his final edition of A History in 
1848, Irving commented, “When I find its very name become 
a ‘household word’ and used to give the home stamp to 
everything recommended for popular acceptance such as 
Knickerbocker societies, Knickerbocker insurance compa-
nies, Knickerbocker steamboats, Knickerbocker omnibuses, 
Knickerbocker bread, and Knickerbocker ice; and when I 

find New Yorkers of Dutch descent priding 
themselves on being ‘genuine Knickerbock-
ers’—I please myself with the persuasion 
that I have struck the right chord.”

The “right chord” continued to ring long 
after Irving’s death in 1859. By the 1870s, 
New York’s Dutch-descended patrician class 
was known as the Knickerbocracy. Members 
varied widely in outlook. Some displayed a 
sense of civic duty and disdain for ostenta-
tion. One young Knickerbocrat was elected 
to the state assembly solely on his Old Dutch 
lineage, and he became even more famous 
than Irving: Theodore Roosevelt, a descen-
dant, six times removed, of New Amster-
dam’s Claes Rosenvelt.

Knickerbocker cachet grew with every 
generation. The Schermerhorns, a shipping 
family, may have birthed the ultimate in 
Knickerbockerness. Caroline Schermerhorn, 
born in 1830, married a grandson of fur trader 
John Jacob Astor, the richest man in America. 
Wealth and ancestry gave Mrs. Astor absolute 
power to decide who in Gilded Age New York 

was fashionable. With her Fifth Avenue mansion and New-
port cottage, she wielded an iron hand to create the Four 
Hundred, her roster of upper-crust clans, and preside as the 
city’s doyenne. 

Even in the 20th century, the Knickerbocracy was the 
highest of high society. The Hearst papers’ “Cholly Knicker-
bocker” column reported on their parties and outings—and 
slyly referred to their peccadillos— from 1891 to 1963. “Chol-
lies” included newspaperman Maury Paul and socialite Igor 
Cassini (with ghostwriting assistance from Liz Smith). The 
last Cholly was Charles A. Van Rensselaer, a Knickerbocker 
himself. Cholly was succeeded by “Suzy Knickerbocker” 
Aileen Mehle, whose column appeared in the New York Post 
into the 1980s.

If only Diedrich had been a Cholly. 

one young
knicker-

bocrat was 
elected to 
the state 
assembly 

solely on his 
Old Dutch 
Lineage: 

Theodore 
Roosevelt, a 
descendant 

of New 
Amsterdam’s 

Claes 
Rosenvelt.
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Modern Times  
The brand played on 
Broadway in 1919 and 
on the court in the 
1970s, heyday of the 
Walt Frazier Knicks. 
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Struggling to extend its mercantile empire into North 
America in the early 1600s, the Netherlands claimed the terri-
tory between the North and the South rivers—today the Hud-
son and the Delaware—and the area’s rich trade in timber, fur, 
and land. To protect against English and French encroach-
ment, the Dutch West India Company’s directors devised the 
patroon system—the word comes from the Latin pater, mean-
ing father—in which the company gave investors huge tracts 
with jurisdiction similar to that of  feudal lords.

Dutch West India Company patroons received a 10-year 
exemption from most taxes and some were allowed individual 
trade with natives, paying the company an export duty of  one 
guilder on every beaver or otter skin. A patroon had to bring 
in 50 or more adult settlers, demanding that he have sufficient 
capital to carry the expense of  outfitting and protecting a set-
tlement. This proposition attracted few takers. 

In 1640, to attract small farmers, the West India Company 
started offering free land and advantageous shipping rates. 

Successful patroons led the colony. Killaen Van Rensselaer, 
an Amsterdam diamond merchant and one of  the Dutch West 
India Company’s founding directors, was the most prominent. 
Van Rensselaer’s New Netherland fiefdom started in the vicin-
ity of  the Dutch West India Company’s trading post at Fort 
Orange, in today’s Albany, and he recruited farmers, artisans, 
tradesmen, and laborers from across Europe. With land he 
bought from Indians, Killaen expanded his patroonship of 
“Rensselaerswyck” to almost a million acres, stretching north 

and south of  Fort Orange on both sides of  the North River. 
One reason Van Rensselaer succeeded was geography: his 

settlement extended to the confluence of  the North and 
Mohawk rivers, providing access to the western Indian trade. 
Rensselaerswyck remained in that family’s hands into the 
mid-1800s, a measure of  success unmatched by any other 
patroon and his descendants—not even Oloff  Van Cortlandt 
of  the Bronx, father of  two early New York City mayors, 
Stephanus and his brother Jacobus.

In Irving’s A History of New York, Diedrich Knicker-
bocker describes Killaen as “a lofty, lordly kind of  man, fur-
nished with huge mustaches and clad in Flemish doublet and 
hose, and an insufferably tall hat, with a cocktail feather,” who 
looked down upon “the portly, short-legged burgomasters” of 
New Amsterdam. The real Killaen never actually set foot in 
New Netherland, conducting business from Holland through 
agents until his sons could take over. 

Van Rensselaer’s agents, however, failed to obtain Bever-
wyck, the haphazard settlement that sprang up around Fort 
Orange. Peter Stuyvesant, a military commander and direc-
tor-general of  the Dutch West India Company, kept Bever-
wyck under company control, thwarting Van Rensselaer. 

Stuyvesant was undone by his dictatorial personality, alien-
ating the colonists by issuing edicts against “unreasonable and 
intemperate drinking,” especially on the Sabbath. When 
English warships sailed into New Amsterdam harbor in 1664, 

Portraying and Parodying Patroons
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Stuyvesant’s countrymen refused his call to arms, allowing the 
interlopers to seize New Netherland without firing a shot. The 
English christened the harbor town New York.  

The Knickerbackers, whose name Irving appropriated and 
respelled, were relative latecomers to New Netherland, but 
they established a land-holding dynasty. 

Patriarch Harman Janse Wyekycbacke emigrated from 
Friesland, Holland, in 1673, during the single year in which 
the Netherlands controlled the colony during the Third Anglo-
Dutch war of  1672-1674. To end the hostilities, the Dutch 
ceded New Netherland to the English the next year.

Harman, who listed his occupation as rope maker, was part 
of  a surge of  Dutch émigrés who left behind comfortable lives 
for the greater opportunities in the colony. He worked in the 
fur trade and amassed properties patroon-style. 

Harman married Lysbeth van Bogaert, daughter of  the 
quartermaster of  Fort Orange, and bought land south of  the 
fort and east across the river in Kinderhook. He paid 300 guil-
ders’ worth of  “good whole merchantable beaver skins,” with 
an Albany property listed as collateral. 

Rent to the landowner for a typical Kinderhook farmstead 
was 18 bushels of  wheat, four fowls, and a day’s service per 
year. Development in Albany spread north along the river-
bank, “attracting those who were eager to engage in the lucra-
tive fur trade with native tribes to the north and west and 
those who were reluctant to submit to the authority” of  the 
Van Rensselaer family. Harman was one of  those pioneers. 

In 1682, records show, “Harman Kinnekerbacker” pur-
chased an immense parcel of  land 20 miles north of  Albany, 
“over against the skachkook [Schaghticoke] path for 30 good 
saleable beaver skins.” Kinnekerbacker soon relocated south 
to a substantial property across the river from the fort settle-
ment of  Kingston. He left a stake in his wilderness holdings, in 
a river valley the Indians called Schaghticoke, to his oldest 
son, Johannes Knickerbacker. Johannes bought more property 
from the Indians, and his son, Johannes II, presided over an 
estate of  more than a thousand acres. 

In the 1770s, Johannes III built a mansion on his grandfa-
ther’s old homestead, using construction methods from medie-
val-era Holland. The front door was split in two horizontal 
sections swinging on heavy iron hinges, to let air in and keep 
livestock out. This “Dutch door” also had a large brass 
knocker, a detail of  Dutch culture later made famous by Irving.

Congressman Herman Knickerbocker, Johannes III’s son, 
grew up in the Schaghticoke mansion before moving to 
Albany to practice law. He didn’t meet Irving until after pub-
lication of  A History. The two men became fast friends and 
Herman changed the spelling of  his surname to match that of 
his fictional cousin. Many of  Herman’s numerous sons and 
nephews kept the famous spelling. Several members of  the 
extended family lived in New York City, including socialite 
Henry Knickerbocker, and were part of  the Gilded Age’s  
Knickerbocracy.          

     —Ann Morrow
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Marching on New Amsterdam In an 1850 edition of A History of 
New York, Stuyvesant, far left, urges on comically costumed troops.
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CIRCUS  DAYS
Maybe e.e. cummings was right
By Rasheeda Smith
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Cowboys and Indians 
Western-themed shows 

staged sharpshooting 
battles and rodeo events. 

In 1935, American  
movie star Tim McCoy 

left Hollywood to join  
the circus with his own 

Wild West show.

COURTESY SWANN AUCTION GALLERIES 
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ince the 1700s, traveling circuses have transported 
Americans with magic, glamour, and popcorn. 
Troupes of skilled performers, sideshow charac-
ters, costumed actors, and exotic animals present 
jaw-dropping extravaganzas under ever larger 
tents. These spectacles of the incredible, the 
improbable, and the impossible have inspired 

onlookers of all ages—one, the poet e.e. cummings, 
declared, “Damn everything but the circus!”—to 
wish to run away with the nearest roadshow. Pho-
tographer Edward J. Kelty did exactly that. Open-
ing his first studio in 1922 in Manhattan, Kelty 
initially made his living taking pictures of guests at 
banquets. His skill with perfectly posing large S
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groups put him in demand at other social events. For himself, 
Kelty haunted Coney Island sideshows, photographing their 
denizens—an avocation that led to a job with the Ringling 
Brothers & Barnum Bailey Circus as official photographer. 
Kelty devoted two decades to chronicling on film circus folk 
and their animal costars rolling into towns and cities across 
the country and putting on a show. At the end of May 2017, the 

Greatest Show on Earth takes a final curtain call, permanently 
dimming the lights on a 147-year run. Edward Kelty suddenly 
disappeared shortly after the Depression, leaving few personal 
traces. But his vast, indelible body of work immortalizes the 
traveling American spectacle, keeping alive the memory of 
what it felt like every time the circus came to town.—Rasheeda 
Smith is associate editor of American History.

Bizarre Wonders 
Freak shows traded on 

Otherness, mostly in the 
form of disabilities or 

deformities. Some shocking 
attractions were real, 

others tricks and disguises.
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On the High Wire
Tightrope walkers defied gravity in stunts 
uncorked far overhead. Umbrellas and poles, 
used for balance, were also part of the act.

It Takes a Village 
A circus troupe 
relied on a small 
army with myriad 
skills to set up, run, 
and break down 
the show’s setting 
almost daily. 

Leap, Fly, Soar 
Contortionists and 

acrobats challenged 
physics and fear, 

mesmerizing audiences 
with their agility and 

calm under duress. 

Down the Hatch 
“Mighty Ajax” awed 
crowds by swallowing 
swords that he first 
plunged into flames. 
Would-be emulators 
died attempting his 
act. An x-ray reveals 
Ajax’s talent. 

The Big Parade
A staple promotion was the 
operation’s arrival, staged 
as a public procession.
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Step into the Ring 
Stars and main events mainly held sway 
beneath “big tops”—large canvas canopies 
that became synonymous with the circus.

Small Stature, Big Presence
In a less enlightened time, all it took to get audiences 

rollicking was to send in the little people.
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Tricksters 
Clown costumes often 
hid gimmicks that 
performers devised to 
surprise and delight 
startled onlookers.

Clownin’ Around
Jovial performers in 
white face delivered 
slapstick comedy 
with flair and highly 
trained precision.

Move In, Move Out 
The circus—Latin for ring—
evolved into a crisply choreo-
graphed transport system.
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On the Road Again 
Sideshows merged with large circuses, 
working first in New York, then heading 
west, visiting towns a few days at a time.

All That Brass
Big bands paced performances, maintained the 
crowd’s enthusiasm between acts, and added a 

bravura musical component to the evening. 

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: SWANN AUCTION GALLERIES (4); WILL KELTY 
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Home to more than 400 sites, the Civil 
War’s impact on Georgia was greater 

than any other event in the state’s 
history.  Visit www.gacivilwar.org to 

learn more.

Fayetteville/Cumberland County, North 
Carolina is steeped in history and patri-
otic traditions. Take a tour highlighting 
our military ties, status as a transporta-

tion hub, and our Civil War story.

Over 650 grand historic homes in three 
National Register Historic Districts. 
Birthplace of America’s greatest play-

wright, Tennessee Williams. The ultimate 
Southern destination—Columbus, MS.

Six major battles took place in Winchester 
and Frederick County, and the town 

changed hands approximately 72 times—
more than any other town in the country!  

www.visitwinchesterva.com

Are you a history and culture buff? 
There are many museums and 

attractions, Civil War, and Civil Rights 
sites just for you in Jackson, Mississippi.

Experience living history for 
The Battles of Marietta Georgia, 

featuring reenactments, tours and 
a recreation of 1864 Marietta.

www.mariettacivilwar.com

Experience the Old West in action with 
a trip through Southwest Montana. 

For more information on our 15 ghost 
towns, visit southwestmt.com or 

call 800-879-1159, ext 1501.

The Mississippi Hills National Heritage 
Area highlights the historic, cultural, 

natural, scenic and recreational treasures 
of this distinctive region.
www.mississippihills.org

Once Georgia’s last frontier outpost, 
now its third largest city, Columbus is 
a true destination of choice. History, 
theater, arts and sports—Columbus 

has it all.

A vacation in Georgia means 
great family experiences that can 
only be described as pretty sweet. 

Explore Georgia’s Magnolia Midlands.

Experience the Civil War in Jacksonville 
at the Museum of  Military History. 

Relive one of Arkansas’ first stands at 
the Reed’s Bridge Battlefield.

jacksonvillesoars.com/museum.php

Walk where Civil War soldiers fought 
and died. A short trip from Nashville and 

a long journey into America’s history!
Call (800) 716-7560.

ReadySetRutherford.com 

Join us for our Civil War Anniversary 
Commemoration including 

attractions and tours, exhibitions, 
memorials and a selection of artifacts 

from Fort Fisher.

Lebanon, KY is home to the Lebanon  
National Cemetery, its own 

Civil War Park, and it’s part of the 
John Hunt Morgan Trail.

VisitLebanonKY.com today.

History lives in Tupelo, Mississippi. 
Visit Brice’s Crossroads National 

Battlefield, Natchez Trace Parkway, 
Tupelo National Battlefield, Mississippi 

Hills Exhibit Center and more.

There’s no other place that embodies 
the heart and soul of the True South 

in all its rich and varied expressions—
Mississippi. Find Your True South.

Known for sublime natural beauty, 
captivating history and heritage and 

warm hospitality, West Virginia really 
is the great escape. Start planning your 

getaway today.

Explore Maryland with once-in-a- 
lifetime commemorations—all at one 
destination. Create your family history 
by exploring ours. Go to visitmaryland.

org to plan your trip today.

To discover more about Tennessee and 
to order your free official Tennessee 

Vacation Guide, visit:
TNVACATION.COM

or call 1-800-GO2-TENN

Founded in 1783, Greeneville has a rich  
historical background as the home for 

such important figures as Davy Crockett 
and President Andrew Johnson. 

Plan your visit now!

Greeneville, TN

“Part of the One and Only Bluegrass!” 
Visit National Historic Landmark, 

National Civil War Trust tour, historic 
ferry, and the third largest planetarium 

of its kind in the world!

Richmond,
Kentucky

Edward S. Curtis: The North American 
Indian. Historic exhibition of the full col-
lection. Only at the Muskegon Museum 

of Art. May 11–September 10, 2017.

Explore the past in Baltimore during 
two commemorative events: the War of 

1812 Bicentennial and Civil War 150.
Plan your trip at Baltimore.org.

Whether you love history, culture, the 
peacefulness of the great outdoors, or the 

excitement of entertainment, Roswell 
offers a wide selection of attractions and 

tours. www.visitroswellga.com

H I S T O R I C

Roswell, Georgia

With a variety of historic attractions 
and outdoor adventures, 

Tishomingo County is a perfect 
destination for lovers of history 

and nature alike.

Tishomingo County, MS



History surrounds Cartersville, GA, 
including Allatoona Pass, where a fierce 
battle took place, and Cooper’s Furnace, 

the only remnant of the bustling 
industrial town of Etowah.

Williamson County, Tennessee, is rich in 
Civil War history. Here, you can visit the 
Lotz House, Carnton Plantation, Carter 
House, Fort Granger and Winstead Hill 

Park, among other historic locations.

Prestonsburg, KY -  Civil War & 
history attractions, and reenactment 

dates at PrestonsburgKY.org. Home to 
Jenny Wiley State Park, country music 

entertainment & Dewey Lake.

Search over 10,000 images and primary 
documents relating to the Civil War Battle 
of Hampton Roads, now available in The 

Mariners’ Museum Library Online Catalog! 
www.marinersmuseum.org/catalogs

Confederate Memorial Park in Marbury, 
Alabama, commemorates the Civil 

War with an array of historic sites and 
artifacts. Experience the lives of Civil 

War soldiers as never before.

Vicksburg, Mississippi is a great place 
to bring your family to learn American 

history, enjoy educational museums and 
check out the mighty Mississippi River.

Follow the Civil War Trail in Meridian, 
Mississippi, where you’ll experience 

history first-hand, including Merrehope 
Mansion, Marion Confederate Cemetery 

and more. www.visitmeridian.com.

Fitzgerald, Georgia...100 years of bring-
ing people together. Learn more about 

our story and the commemoration of the 
150th anniversary of the Civil War’s 
conclusion at www.fitzgeraldga.org.

Come to Cleveland, Mississippi—the 
birthplace of the blues. Here, you’ll find 
such legendary destinations as Dockery 

Farms and Po’ Monkey’s Juke Joint.
www.visitclevelandms.com 

Southern hospitality at its finest, the  
Classic South, Georgia, offers visitors a 

combination of history and charm mixed 
with excursion options for everyone 

from outdoorsmen to museum-goers.

Just 15 miles south of downtown 
Atlanta lies the heart of the true 

South: Clayton County, Georgia, 
where heritage comes alive!

St. Mary’s County, Maryland. Visit Point 
Lookout, site of the war’s largest prison 

camp, plus Confederate and USCT 
monuments. A short drive from the  

nation’s capital.

Charismatic Union General Hugh 
Judson Kilpatrick had legions of 

admirers during the war. He just wasn’t 
much of a general, as his men often 

learned with their lives.

Sandy Springs, Georgia, is the perfect 
hub for exploring Metro Atlanta’s Civil 

War sites. Conveniently located near 
major highways, you’ll see everything 

from Sandy Springs!

Treat yourself to Southern Kentucky 
hospitality in London and Laurel 

County! Attractions include the Levi 
Jackson Wilderness Road State Park and 

Camp Wildcat Civil War Battlefield.

Hip and historic Frederick County 
boasts unique shopping and dining 
experiences, battlefields, museums, 

covered bridges, and abundant outdoor 
recreation. Request a free travel packet!

Explore the Natchez Trace. Discover 
America.  Journey along this 444-mile 

National Scenic Byway stretching 
from the Mississippi River in Natchez 
through Alabama and then Tennessee.

Come to Helena, Arkansas and see 
the Civil War like you’ve never seen 

it before. Plan your trip today!
www.CivilWarHelena.com
www.VisitHelenaAR.com

Join us as we commemorate the 150th 
anniversary of Knoxville’s Civil War 

forts. Plan your trip today!
www.knoxcivilwar.org

Tennessee’s Farragut Folklife Museum 
is a treasure chest of artifacts telling the 

history of the Farragut and Concord 
communities, including the Admiral  
David Glasgow Farragut collection.

Seven museums, an 1890 railroad, a 
British fort and an ancient trade path can 

be found on the Furs to Factories Trail 
in the Tennessee Overhill, located in the 

corner of Southeast Tennessee.

Through personal stories, interactive 
exhibits and a 360° movie, the Civil War 

Museum focuses on the war from the 
perspective of the Upper Middle West.

www.thecivilwarmuseum.org

The National Civil War Naval Museum 
in Columbus, GA, tells the story of the 
sailors, soldiers, and civilians, both free 
and enslaved as affected by the navies 

of the American Civil War.

Confederate Memorial Park is the site of 
Alabama’s only Home for Confederate 

veterans (1902-1939). The museum inter-
prets Alabama’s Confederate period and 

the Alabama Confederate Soldiers’ Home.

ALABAMA HISTORICAL COMMISSION

Near Chattanooga, find glorious 
mountain scenery and heart-pounding 

white-water rafting. Walk in the footsteps 
of the Cherokee and discover a charming 

historic downtown.

Cleveland, TN

If you’re looking for an easy stroll 
through a century of fine architecture or 
a trek down dusty roads along the Blues 

Trail, you’ve come to the right place.
www. visitgreenwood.com

Relive the rich history of the Alabama 
Gulf Coast at Fort Morgan, Fort Gaines, 

the USS Alabama Battleship, and the 
area’s many museums. 

Alabama’s 
Gulf Coast

Hundreds of authentic artifacts. 
Voted fourth finest in U.S. by North & 

South Magazine. Located in historic 
Bardstown, Kentucky.  

www.civil-war-museum.org

CIVIL WAR MUSEUM
of the Western Theater

History, bourbon, shopping, sightseeing 
and relaxing—whatever you enjoy, 

you’re sure to find it in beautiful 
Bardstown, KY. Plan your visit today. 

www.visitbardstown.com

Historic Bardstown, Kentucky

STEP BACK IN TIME at Camp Nelson 
Civil War Heritage Park, a Union Army 

supply depot and African American 
refugee camp. Museum, Civil War 

Library, Interpretive Trails and more.

Destination
Jessamine, KY
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John Quincy 
Adams and the 
Politics of Slavery: 
Selections from 
the Diary 
By David 
Waldstreicher and 
Matthew Mason
Oxford, 2017, 
$29.95

These two volumes approach slavery dis-
parately—one a statesman’s annotated diary, 
the other an abolitionist’s fictional broadside. 
After his presidency, Adams, by his own 
description “Old man eloquent,” was a secre-
tary of state and a pillar of Congress. Delany, 
a Harvard-educated African-American phy-
sician, journalist, and proto-black national-
ist, collaborated with Frederick Douglass and 
William Lloyd Garrison, advised John Brown 
(“Escape from Harpers Ferry,” April 2017), 
and, as a major during the Civil War, was the 
Union Army’s highest-ranking black.

Adams’s interpreters present the sixth 
president’s “transformation from seeing 
slavery as a political problem to be man-
aged by wise, patriotic elites to thinking of 
it, and ultimately proclaiming it, as the root 
of American political evil.” Chronicling this 
shift, Waldstreicher and Mason interweave 
diary passages and history. Adams recog-
nized slavery’s threat in 1820. He predicted 
in his diary “universal emancipation of the 
slaves” should the Union dissolve over the 

issue—but also acknowledged the practice’s 
utility. In an 1843 diary entry he disparaged 
the peculiar institution, writing of his wish 
for a leader to “perform the duties of an 
angel on earth” and confront the poisonous 
practice. He opposed efforts to repatriate 
blacks to Liberia and disagreed with radical 
abolitionists–though he strategized quietly 
with that movement’s moderate wing. 

Adams objected to a “gag rule” congress-
men used to neuter antislavery measures 
by tabling or referral to committee. Out of 
that opposition came his 1836 cry, “Am I 
gagged or am I not?” Adams’s eloquence, 
both private and public, combines with the 
editors’ narrative to make Selections both 
readable and informative.

Delany’s novel, Blake, rich in literary 
and political references that, alas, have not 
aged well, languished in obscurity after 
Delany serially published it in magazines 
1859-1862. Extrapolating from its author’s 
life and meant as a rebuke to Harriet 
Beecher Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin and its 

Courtesy Call  
A Virginia planter and 
family visit their slaves 
at their cabins in an 
18th-century print.
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passive slaves, Blake might be read as a pre-
cursor to the race-man action heroes of 1970s 
blaxploitation films. The former slave Henry 
Blake learns his enslaved wife’s owner in 
Natchez, Mississippi, has sold her to a planter 
in Cuba. “If I ever were a Christian, slavery 
has made me a sinner,” Blake declares, under-
taking a one-man war with a simple premise: 
at a given time, each bondsman across the 
South is to kill one white and torch one big 
house. Blake miraculously roams the region 
unbothered, enlisting allies who somehow 
expect him to appear. Plot in place, he returns 

north to lead family and friends, with slavers 
on their heels, to safety in Canada. 

Sailing to Cuba amid good fortune such 
as only fiction can ensure, Blake finds and 
frees wife Margaret, renamed Lottie, and 
sets up another slave rebellion. 

There Delany’s disbelief-inducing story 
suddenly stops—fuses unlit, plot lines unre-
solved, a daydream deferred. Blake stands 
as an historical curiosity trading in stereo-
type, propaganda, and fabulism.
—Richard Culyer is a writer in Hartsville, 
South Carolina

Blake, or The Huts 
of America:  A 
Corrected Edition 
By Martin R. 
Delany; editor 
Jerome McGann
Harvard, 2017, 
$19.95

the pigboat’s origins
John Philip Holland per-
fected the submersible ship 
a decade before the Wright 
brothers flew the first air-
plane, but today is barely 
known. That’s not because 
Holland and the submarine 
don’t share a fascinating his-
tory, here expertly recounted 
by Goldstone, the author of 
Drive: Henry Ford, George 
Selden, and the Race to 
Invent the Auto Age. 

Descriptions of underwa-
ter vessels began appearing 
in the 16th century. The first 
submersible documented in  
action sailed in New York 
harbor in 1776; its crew 
failed to attach a bomb to a 
British warship. In 1864, the Confederate 
navy’s H.L. Hunley blew up a Union war-
ship, then sank. Submarines did not become 
viable weapons until the invention of the 
self-propelled torpedo in 1866. 

Emigrating from Ireland in 1873, Holland, a 
self-taught obsessive, was already designing 
submarines. Dismissed by the U.S. Navy, he 
persuaded American Irish nationalists to 
finance the Fenian Ram, a workable proto-
type launched in 1881. Development stopped 
when Fenian support disappeared. By the 
1890s, Holland was first among many subma-
rine designers, finally winning the first U.S. 
Navy sub contract in 1895. Unfortunately, 

Navy experts drove him to 
despair demanding  impracti-
calities like a giant engine. 
Unable to change minds, Hol-
land used his own funds to 
build Holland, an attack sub 
whose showing in 1898 tests 
impressed Assistant Secretary 
of the Navy Theodore Roos-
evelt and others. Perhaps out 
of anti-Irish bias, the Navy 
rejected the vessel. 

Holland was at the end of 
his tether when Isaac Rice, 
supplier of his boat’s batteries, 
stepped up with money and 
robber baron acumen; he knew 
how to navigate the Washing-
ton politics that Goldstone 
wallows in. This aid had a 

Faustian twist—Rice wanted not Holland’s 
soul, but his patents. Reduced to a ceremo-
nial role, Holland vanished from history.

In 1900, the U.S. Navy commissioned its 
first submarine, USS Holland. Orders fol-
lowed, plus rival claims and political oppo-
sition that kept Rice in penury until the 
guns of August 1914 opened the vault.

In Goldstone’s hands, lively portraits of 
Holland’s rivals and often tedious accounts 
of bureaucratic bickering punctuate the cap-
tivating story of a brilliant American inven-
tor who doesn’t deserve his obscurity. 
—Mike Oppenheim is a writer in Lexing-
ton, Kentucky

Going Deep: John Philip 
Holland and the Invention 
of the Attack Submarine
By Lawrence Goldstone
Pegasus, 2017, $27.95
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The Hello Girls: 
America’s First 
Women Soldiers 
by Elizabeth Cobbs 
Harvard, 2017, 
$29.95
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Helmets and gas 
masks poised, 
Hello Girls work 
the switchboard at 
AEF headquarters 
at St.-Mihiel.

In 1918, doughboys with the American Expe-
ditionary Forces encountering a woman in 
U.S. Army uniform in France saw, and usu-
ally saluted, a fellow soldier, but when some 
of those women came home, the Army 
refused to treat them as the veterans they 
were. In Hello Girls, Elizabeth Cobbs tells the 
story of the 223 volunteers who answered 
General John J. “Black Jack” Pershing’s urgent 
1917 appeal for female telephone operators. 

Black Jack wanted French-speaking oper-
ators. Stateside training had revealed that 
the male American recruits vetted, few of 
whom spoke French, lacked the dexterity 
and sangfroid to connect, by hand, hundreds 
of calls an hour. Pershing decided to recruit 
women for the job, which required long 
hours at a combat-zone switchboard panel, 
accurately connecting calls by plugging in 
jacks. Duties included transmitting orders to 
send troops “over the top” and keeping artil-
lery spotters connected to gun batteries.   

Arriving in France in March 1918, the 
AEF’s female operators assumed they were 
military personnel because they had been told 
they were serving in the U.S. Army Signal 
Corps and thus subject to Army discipline, 

including courts-martial. One group went to 
Chaumont, Pershing’s headquarters on the 
Marne River. The Army’s “Hello Girls”—the 
term had applied to operators since telepho-
ny’s early days—had an immediate impact. 
Not only did the women connect command 
post, trench, and dugout, they interpreted for 
American and French commanders in “a dis-
tinct, clear and cheerful tone of voice.”

Hello Girls helped coordinate a May 1918 
American counteroffensive. The operators 
guided Allied artillery salvoes at Cantigny. 
At Château-Thierry, a Hello Girl was able to 
cobble together a primitive conference call, 
translating an interchange between Ameri-
can machine-gunners and French gun 
crews. One day at Chaumont, Chief Opera-
tor Grace Banker and her cohort saluted as 
Pershing’s car went by. The general snapped 
a salute in return. 

During the 1918 Meuse-Argonne offen-
sive, Hello Girls were within German artil-
lery range, working the phones at Souilly, 
seven miles from the front. They ate AEF 
rations, trained with gas masks, practiced 
using pistols, and once helped extinguish a 
fire that threatened their switchboard. 

war by telephone  



A Girl’s guide 
       to Stepping Up 
This biography for readers 4 to 8 follows 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg from her childhood in 
1930s Brooklyn, New York, to her role as a 
justice of the U.S. Supreme Court. Levy’s 
text and Baddeley’s illustrations portray the 
start of critical thinking, showing young-
sters how to disagree acceptably and effec-
tively and  bring  change by constructing a 
strong argument. I Dissent offers lessons for 
everyone, casting Ginsburg’s life as a man-
ual on assuming responsibility and stand-
ing firm for personal values. Ginsburg 
evolves from an impressionable child to an 
inspiring role model not only for bold souls 
but also for the timid. Levy and Baddeley 
light for children, especially girls, a path 
toward recognizing, analyzing, and testing 
limits. Their book highlights the importance 
of dissenting and the need to do so intelli-
gently and intelligibly, based on fact and 
experience. What might have been a simple children’s tale towers as a 
lesson about empowerment and justice for every young American.
—Geritza Carrasco is a junior at Connelly School of the Holy Child in 
Potomac, Maryland

A number of Hello Girls remained in France until 1920. Head operator 
Banker received a Distinguished Service Medal, but none of her colleagues 
even was handed the Victory Medal doled out to every doughboy. The 
Army wanted nothing to do with these female veterans, withholding dis-
charge papers that would have conferred Veterans Administration services.   

Some reacted stoically. Others, backed by male officers, battled the 
Army. Letters and bills in Congress went nowhere. Merle Egan Anderson, 
a tough Montanan, kept at it for 50 years. In the 1970s, with help from the 
National Organization for Women, Anderson found a champion in Seattle 
lawyer Mark Hough. As former Hello Girls catalogued affidavits, uniforms, 
travel orders, and even court-martial transcripts, preparing to testify 
before Congress or in court, Hough volunteered his time and skills. 

Anderson was too infirm to participate in 1977 Senate hearings, but she 
and other Hello Girls gave statements to be read into the Congressional 
Record. That year, a federal law recognized the women as veterans. 

In 1979, the U.S. Army finally presented 18 AEF Hello Girls the dis-
charge papers they needed to obtain VA benefits. The women also received 
their Victory Medals—60 years too late.

Cobbs crisply relates the fight for suffrage to the contributions of Ameri-
can women who helped the Allies win World War I. The official scorn shown 
for the Hello Girls’ courage and determination still provokes outrage. 
—Nancy Tappan is senior editor of American History

I Dissent: Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg Makes Her Mark  
By Debbie Levy
Illustrated by Elizabeth 
Baddeley
S&S, 2016, $17.99
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Civil War Trail
in Greene County, TN

Trails that define and tell the Civil 
War story - preserved in Greeneville 
and Greene County Tennessee’s 
scenic and historical landscape. 
Greene County is home to six Civil 
War Trails sites as well as a 14-mile 
bike/driving tour. 

Experience History!

Greeneville/Greene County Tourism
115 Academy Street

Greeneville, TN 37743
(423)638-4111
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Toward his book’s close, Glenn Frankel 
cites headlines, posters, and so on which 
trade on the 1951 film that provided the 
Pulitzer-winning former Washington Post 
reporter with a topic and a title. These 
echoes invoke High Noon’s key image—of 
Gary Cooper as a lawman, righteous and 
desperate, standing alone while friends and 
neighbors duck out, as men try to kill him. 

Most such references miss the link Fran-
kel grasps. The author of a muscular study of 
John Ford’s epic, The Searchers, he begins 
with Cooper, a son of English immigrants 
raised in Montana and transplanted to La La 
Land at 27, dreaming of being a graphic artist 
but, almost inevitably, becoming a movie 
star whose glow was fading when he bucked 
consensus to appear in High Noon. 

Scriptwriter Carl Foreman’s folks also 
were immigrants—Jews from Ukraine and 
Crimea. Their son embodies Hollywood’s 
interwar dalliance with communism, partic-
ularly among Jews in the creative ranks of 
what historian Neal Gabler called “An Empire 
of Their Own” in the 1988 account of Ameri-
can cinema’s origins that he subtitled How 
the Jews Invented Hollywood. Scrabbling in 

1930s Tinseltown, Foreman, like many col-
leagues, joined the Party, partly out of politics 
but also peer pressure and fashion. A commie 
in name if at all, he advanced in Hollywood 
to help create High Noon amid post-WWII 
America’s wallow, courtesy of the House 
Un-American Activities Committee, in the 
latest national Red scare. By the time the film 
debuted, Foreman had severed his deepest 
friendship, with producer Stanley Kramer, 
and fled to England seeking haven from 
Red-baiting at home—which, despite his and 
other blacklisted filmmakers’ subsequent 
successes, persisted until the 1960s.

With a few slight but jarring goofs, like 
calling the structure that houses Congress 
“the U.S. Capital,” High Noon vividly illumi-
nates how an unexpected hit gets made, 
how the sharp-elbowed rise of Kramer and 
the other independent producers began to 
topple the studios, and how the blacklist 
staggered Foreman and kindred souls 
whose offense was to think the U.S. Consti-
tution means what it says about Americans’ 
rights to unfettered speech and association.
—Michael Dolan is editor of American 
History

the unforsaken  

High Noon: The 
Hollywood Blacklist 
and the Making of 
an American Classic
By Glenn Frankel
Bloomsbury, 2017, 
$28

Under Pressure  
Cooper as Sheriff 
Will Kane (left) faces 
a wavering towns-
man, played by 
James Millican. G
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- Donated it to the Smithsonian
- Sold it at auction
- Gave it to her neice
- Broke it up and threw it in 
   the Potomac River

AT THE END 
OF HER TIME 
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HOUSE, FIRST 
LADY EDITH 
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WHITE HOUSE 
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…home to many museums, now 
has one honoring the African di-
aspora. Hailing countless efforts 
to save and share black history, 
President Barack Obama dedi-
cated the Smithsonian National 
Museum of African American 
History and Culture in 2016. The 
37,000 exhibits, some of them 
objects families preserved for 
generations, demand multiple 
return visits. Artifacts marking 
famed, obscure, and ignored 
contributions evoke nostalgia 
and pride. The record of lives 
lost to and broken by injustice 
kindles anger and sadness. The 
layout is epic. Lead architect 
David Adjaye’s structure sug-
gests Yoruba crowns from 
Ghana, his homeland. Inside, a 
glass-walled elevator descends 
to the 1400s, when the African 
slave trade began. The ensuing 
climb implies African-Ameri-
cans’ ascent toward equality and 
showcases their myriad achieve-
ments. Upper floors focus on the 
modern, from breakthroughs in 
art, science, and technology to 
dance steps. The final display 
features Obama’s 2009 inaugu-
ration—a guidepost to progress 
and the miles of work ahead.  
—Rasheeda Smith is associate 
editor of American History

Washington, DC…

Finely Wrought Silk and linen  
shawl given to Harriet Tubman 
by Queen Victoria of England. L
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Alabama’s Historic
Gulf Coast

Standing atop the fort with a view of the once 
embattled Mobile Bay, you can almost hear 
the command of Admiral David Farragut 
as he led his troops into battle, “Damn the  
torpedoes. Full speed ahead!” 

Voyage through time and revisit an era of adventure 
and bravery aboard the USS Alabama, or walk in a 
soldier’s footsteps and experience day-to-day life at 
Fort Morgan and Fort Gaines. Further exploration 
awaits at the area’s many museums that recall the Na-
tive American history, medical history and railroads 
that feature prominently in the Gulf Coast’s historical 
landscape. Learn more at www.GulfShores.com.

Suddenly, 
you’re in a whole different state of  

remembrance.

Fort-Morgan.org
888-666-9252

History comes alive when you step foot onto the hallowed ground at 

one of the country’s few remaining Civil War forts. Come experience 

the story of the Battle of Mobile Bay and learn how Fort Morgan 

played a pivotal role at one of our nation’s most crucial moments.
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