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The main stories…

It wasn’t all bad

When confronted with horrific events like those of recent days,
said The Daily Telegraph, the human instinct is to seek “a

pattern that can go some way to explaining
the seemingly inexplicable”. But we
shouldn’t impute too much meaning to the
nihilistic acts of “inadequate and sometimes
disturbed individuals”. By declaring France
to be “at war” with Isis, President François
Hollande risks dignifying these attackers’
“pathetic dreams of grandeur”.

It’s important to remember that Europe,
compared to other parts of the world, is still
very safe, said The Observer. That’s why
migrants want to move here. Governments
must act calmly to ease public fears, while
ensuring there’s no “backlash against
foreigners and migrants”. Europe could

learn from Israel, which is “under constant threat”, about how
to manage today’s security challenges, said The Sunday Times.
And it can also look to its own history. In the 1970s, the far-
left Baader-Meinhof gang tried to destabilise Germany with a
string of kidnappings and killings. “If the aim was to provoke
an illiberal response, even a police state, it failed. The current
wave of killings will fail to change society, too. But the
Germans must hold their nerve. Like the rest of us.”

Germany suffered its first jihadi suicide
bombing on Sunday when a Syrian asylum
seeker blew himself up outside a music
festival in Ansbach, injuring 15 people. It
was the second suspected Islamist attack in
Bavaria in the space of a week: six days
earlier, a Pakistani migrant with an axe
wounded four people on a train near
Würzburg. Islamic State claimed
responsibility for both attacks. Over the
same period, the country saw two other
deadly assaults by Muslim men that were
seemingly unrelated to Islamist terrorism: on
Friday, a German-Iranian 18-year-old man
shot nine people dead in Munich; on Sunday,
a Syrian asylum seeker killed a pregnant
woman with a machete in the southern city of Reutlingen. The
string of violent attacks fuelled criticism of Chancellor Angela
Merkel’s open-door refugee policy.

France, still reeling from the recent mass killing in Nice, also
fell victim to more Islamist violence this week. On Tuesday,
two assailants claiming allegiance to Isis slit the throat of an
elderly priest in a church in Normandy (see page 7).

What happened What the editorials said

Heightened security in Normandy

Europe’s bloody summer

Too often official reports on corporate failure are “timid and
equivocal”, said the Daily Mail. Not this one. MPs have

produced an admirably direct account of
“rapacious capitalism at its most contemptible”,
exposing “the rotten culture of greed” in parts
of the City and big business. Indeed, plenty of
leading City “advisers” who worked on the sale
of BHS must share the blame with Green, said
the FT. These included bankers Goldman Sachs,
accountants Grant Thornton, lawyers Olswang,
and the chairman of Green’s Arcadia Group,
Lord Grabiner. At the very least, they “lent
respectability” to the 2015 sale of BHS for a
nominal £1 to the “disreputable” Chappell.
All emerge “tainted” by the report.

To mark Green’s disgrace, he must be stripped
of his knighthood “without delay”, said The

Times. The title was awarded in 2006 for services to retail.
Yet his skills as a retailer are “worse than negligible”. After
acquiring BHS in 2000 he failed to make vital investments,
instead siphoning cash to his own family. The loss of his title
would only be symbolic, but in such cases “symbols matter”.

MPs delivered a scathing judgment on former
BHS boss Sir Philip Green this week, accusing
him of the “systematic plunder” of the retail
chain. The billionaire’s role in the company’s
collapse represented the “unacceptable face of
capitalism”, according to the joint report
from two Commons select committees. He
had enriched himself “fantastically” through
lavish dividends from BHS while failing to
top up its pension fund. He then doomed
BHS by selling it to Dominic Chappell, a
“manifestly unsuitable” bankrupt. Green, it
said, now had a “moral duty” to meet BHS’s
£571m pension deficit.

Hitting back, Green described the report as
the “predetermined and inaccurate output of a biased and
unfair process”. He also threatened legal action against
committee chairman Frank Field. Field had described Green
as “much worse” than the tycoon Robert Maxwell, who
raided the Mirror Group’s pension fund in 1991.

What happened What the editorials said

Green: threatening a libel action

The rapacious billionaire

Amazon has pledged to cut
down on waste, by using more
appropriately sized boxes for its
goods. The firm uses software
to determine what size of box is
required – but it’s clearly not
reliable: in one extreme case, a
customer complained about
being sent a lipstick in a box big
enough to hold a desktop
computer. Amazon is now
testing a new system, which
promises to “reduce the empty
space in each shipment”;
however, it may not be
introduced in Europe until 2018.

A veteran metal detectorist has
come to the aid of a British
student who lost her diamond
ring in the Mediterranean Sea.
Katie Patterson, 24, was
swimming in shallow water off
Mallorca when the £10,000 ring,
which had belonged to her
great-grandmother, slipped off
her finger. Distraught, she
looked online for help – and
found retired diver George
Edmunds, 75. He agreed to fly
out, and using a snorkel and
waterproof detector, found the
ring in under an hour: it was
buried beneath three inches of
sand, 30 feet from the beach.

The largest mechanical
puppet ever built in
Britain has set off on a
tour of southwest
England. Built to
celebrate the region’s
mining history, the Man
Engine is travelling 130
miles across Devon and
Cornwall. As it moves in
“crawling” mode, the
puppet is the size of a
double-decker bus; but
when it extends to its
full height of 12 metres, it is nearly three times as tall. The Man
Engine, which was entirely engineered in Cornwall, is making
several stops in mining areas en route to the Geevor Tin Mine, near
Penzance, where its journey ends on 6 August.
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…and how they were covered
What next?

When it comes to Islamist terrorism, Germany is in a rather different position to other European
countries, said Konstantin Richter in The Guardian. Its Muslim population is largely made up
of people of Turkish origin who are arguably “less susceptible to Isis propaganda than, say,
north Africans in France or Belgium”. And though relations with wider German society have at
times been strained, they aren’t “tainted by colonial history”. But last year Germany opened its
doors to more than a million refugees, mostly from Syria. Despite efforts to integrate these
people, many are languishing in refugee centres, “homesick, angry and frustrated”.

It’s all too easy for such individuals to become radicalised, said Shiraz Maher in the New
Statesman. With Isis losing ground in the Middle East, the group has stepped up efforts to
encourage lone-wolf attacks in the West, telling followers that they are “behind enemy lines”.
More random attacks are “inevitable” – and it’s hard to see how to stop them. One step that
would help, said Alice Thomson in The Times, is better mental health care. It’s no coincidence
that many of the perpetrators of recent Isis-inspired atrocities have had mental health issues.

The lesson from France, said Philip Johnston in The Daily Telegraph, is that hard-line counter-
extremism tactics are not necessarily the answer. Over recent years, the French have acted
aggressively to disrupt Islamist groups, “raiding bookshops, seizing computers, closing down
networks and the like”. Much good it has done them. The German approach has been more
enlightened, said Robert Verkaik in The Independent. By offering sanctuary to so many Muslim
refugees last year, Merkel “sent a message to the world that Germany is not at war with Islam”.
Critics say the recent attacks show the move was rash, but the asylum seekers responsible for
those attacks entered Germany before Merkel announced her open-door policy. In the long run,
Merkel’s compassionate approach will leave her country safer. “While France and Belgium are
caught in a vicious circle of ever-tougher policing and increasing terror attacks, Germany has
the chance to forge a different future.”

What the commentators said
With key elections due in
many EU countries over
the next year, the spate of
terrorist attacks could help
reshape politics, says The
Observer. In October,
Austria reruns its presidential
elections, and Italy’s prime
minister, Matteo Renzi,
has staked his future on
winning a referendum on
constitutional reforms.
October also sees a
referendum in Hungary over
whether to accept refugee
quotas demanded by Brussels.

In March, Geert Wilders’s
anti-EU, anti-Islam party is
set to become the largest
party in the Netherlands. In
May, Marine Le Pen, leader
of France’s far-right Front
National, is on track to
advance to the second round
of presidential elections.

What next?
“Sir Philip Green is renowned in the business world for doing his own public relations,” said
Ross Clark in the Daily Express. And what “an incredible job he made of it for so many years”.
He won himself not only a knighthood, but also the unofficial title of the “king of retail”, and a
post under David Cameron as the “government’s efficiency tsar”. Yet for much of that time he
was running one of Britain’s best-known stores “into the ground” while splurging its revenues
on a wildly extravagant lifestyle: the Green family has just taken delivery of their third yacht,
costing a reported £100m, with six state rooms, a helipad and a swimming pool; his 60th
birthday party four years ago reportedly cost £6m and featured a performance by Stevie
Wonder. The sad fact is that this was all “perfectly legal”, said Simon Kelner in the i
newspaper. Our indulgent tax regime allowed him to stash his “fantastic wealth” in his wife’s
Monte Carlo bank account while marring the lives of the 11,000-strong BHS workforce and
the 20,000 who rely on its pension fund. “That’s the kind of messed up world we live in.”

This is surely an “early test” for Theresa May, said Andrew Grice in The Independent. Her
election pitch included a pledge to tackle “irresponsible behaviour in big business”. Now she
can match her words with action. Why not start, as promised, with legislation to put worker
and consumer representatives on company boards and allow shareholders to block bosses’ pay
rises? Reform can’t come too soon, said Max Hastings in the Daily Mail. The “rapacity” of
company bosses such as Green is rapidly eroding the “popular consent that provides the
essential foundation for capitalism”. The average pay of FTSE chief executives now stands at
£5m a year – 183 times that of the average worker – a “ludicrous” figure when measured
against the “meagre achievements of most”. If ordinary workers come to believe that the
system is stacked against them, “there is no telling where the story may end”.

What the commentators said
Green is now under
investigation by the
Insolvency Service over his
role at BHS. If found guilty
of wrongdoing, he faces
possible disqualification
from serving as a director
of any company. This
would include the Arcadia
group, owners of Topshop,
which he currently controls.

BHS staff will be protected
by the Pension Protection
Fund, which is financed by
a levy on pension schemes.
But payouts under the
Government-backed
scheme are capped at
90% of a pensioner’s
entitlement, and there is
only limited protection
against inflation.

David Cameron and Nick Clegg made huge efforts to get along with
one another when they were running the coalition government, but
it can’t have been easy. In a new book, Made in Spain: Recipes and

Stories from My Country and Beyond, Mr Clegg’s Spanish wife, Miriam, says there was no real
friendship between the two families. During the five years of the coalition she refused all invitations
to stay at Chequers. The couples only dined together three times, twice at the Camerons’ Downing
Street flat and once at the Cleggs’ house in Putney. On the evening she was hosting dinner, Mrs
Clegg cooked a whole sea bass to a delicious Spanish recipe, but it was a culinary disaster, as the
PM and his wife struggled to pick their way through the bones. “I forgot that most English people are
not used to eating fish with bones,” writes Mrs Clegg. “It was definitely not a pretty scene.”

A getting-to-know-you lunch at Downing Street with Sam Cam doesn’t seem to have been a
howling success either. Apparently the PM’s wife served her chicken on a board with a box of
Maldon salt and a tube of Hellmann’s mayonnaise. Mrs Clegg clearly found this odd, and says in her
book: “Now that I’ve spent years observing how grand people live, I’ve learnt that the ultimate grand
person’s food... is not caviar, truffles, virgin olive oil or fancy cheese. No, it is… Hellmann’s
mayonnaise.” I suppose that is odd. But as someone who rather likes
Hellmann’s, my sympathies on this occasion are with Mrs Cameron.
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Controversy of the week

The big Brexit dilemma
What a roller-coaster month this has been for Theresa May,
said Martin Kettle in The Guardian. Had the referendum result
gone the other way, she’d have been “the big candidate for the
chop in David Cameron’s reshuffle”. Instead she finds herself
“his unchallenged successor”, hobnobbing with the leaders of
Europe and triumphantly batting aside a “second-rate” leader
of the opposition. Yet the question of how to arrange our exit
from the EU casts a pall over her entire premiership. The choice
before her is stark: should she go for a “hard Brexit” and shut
down free movement of workers from the EU – as most Leavers
seem to want; or should she opt for a “minimalist Brexit” along
Norwegian lines, which would allow full access to the Single
Market but only if she accepts free movement of labour?

It’s clear where May stands: she may be a Remainer, “but her
instincts are with the 52% who voted Leave”, said John Rentoul in The Independent. In a speech at
last year’s Tory conference she declared that “the numbers coming from Europe are unsustainable”.
At her meeting with Angela Merkel in Berlin last week, she insisted the era of free movement to the
UK will soon end. She even pledged to honour Cameron’s vow to reduce net annual immigration –
330,000 last year – to less than 100,000. But she has a huge problem: her working majority is just
16 and she faces a Parliament and civil service “that is aligned with the 48% who voted to Remain”.
This puts her in a weaker position than any incoming PM since James Callaghan. Well, she can’t row
back, said James Forsyth in The Spectator. Even many pro-EU Labour MPs believe “free movement
has to end”; that if it doesn’t, UKIP “will win a slew of seats” in the Midlands and the North.

But the Tories are split on this, said Stephen Glover in the Daily Mail. Home Secretary Amber Rudd
– backed by Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson – has hinted that the Government will scrap any target
for reducing immigrant numbers. And now comes rumour of a deal being considered in Brussels to
give the UK an “emergency brake” on immigration which would end after seven years. The very idea
appals Brexiters – rightly so, said Melanie Phillips in The Times. “You can’t have a mere seven-year
holiday from foreign control and call that the return of sovereign national government”. What is it
with these people, asked Alex Massie in The Spectator. During the campaign, Brexiters held up
Norway’s deal with the EU as a model outcome: now it’s being redefined as a “ghastly capitulation”.
It’s time some people woke up to economic reality, said Mark Littlewood in The Mail on Sunday:
you can’t set some arbitrary figure for migrant numbers. It’s unenforceable. The number of migrants
is dependent on the needs of our economy, not on political fiat. Half of all migrants to the UK last
year came from outside the EU and we already had the power to cut back their number. We did not.
If Theresa May is determined “to stick to a headline-grabbing figure she can’t meet”, she will not
only precipitate “a spectacular and unpleasant backlash”, she will do lasting damage to the economy.

May and Merkel: the end of an era

Spirit of the age
Good week for:
The British tourism industry, with reports that a record 7.3
million people have opted to holiday at home in the UK this year
– 10% more than in 2015. The falling value of the pound, and
anxiety about the terror attacks in France, Turkey and elsewhere,
are believed to be behind the boom in “staycations”.
Mark Thatcher, after secret files on his business dealings in the
Middle East in the 1980s – when his mother was PM – were
retained by the Cabinet Office, rather than being released to the
National Archives at Kew, where they would have become
publicly accessible. There have long been claims that Sir Mark
may have used his mother’s name to win contracts in Oman.

Bad week for:
Latin abbreviations, such as e.g. and i.e., which are being
barred from Government websites because they may confuse
people whose first language is not English – and are hard for
voice recognition software to translate for blind and partially
sighted people. E.g. tends to come out as “egg”.
Holidaymakers, who were warned that the delays at Dover
which caused 12-mile-long tailbacks last weekend could continue
all summer. Owing to recent terrorist attacks, France has
increased security checks at Channel ports – without providing
enough extra staff to carry them out. Last Friday, as the summer
exodus began, thousands of people were trapped in their cars for
15 hours on the gridlocked M20 and A20.
Bananas, which were named as Britain’s most wasted fruit.
More than 160 million were thrown away last year.

Migrant children
Tens of thousands of lone
refugee children are living in
“squalor, destitution and
desperation” in Europe, on
account of EU countries,
Britain included, dismissing
them as “someone else’s
problem”, according to a
new report. The House of
Lords cross-party committee
noted that 10,000 migrant
children have gone missing
in the EU in the past two
years, and criticised the UK
in particular for being
reluctant to take in migrant
children, including those
living in “wholly unsuitable
conditions” in camps near
the Channel ports”. Nearly
90,000 lone minors sought
refuge in the EU in 2015 – up
from 23,000 in 2014.

May in Northern Ireland
On a visit to Northern Ireland
this week, Theresa May
vowed to maintain peace and
stability in the region –
despite fears about the
impact of the Brexit vote.
Northern Ireland voted to
remain in the EU by a margin
of 56-44, and there have been
concerns that Brexit will
bring an end to the open
border between the province
and the Republic of Ireland.
But the PM ruled out “a
return to the borders of the
past” – referring to the
Troubles, when there were
army checkpoints – and said
she was seeking “a practical
solution for everybody”.

Poll watch
The Conservatives have
opened up a 16-point lead
over Labour. They are on
43%; Labour are on 27% –
their lowest rating since
2009. UKIP are on 13% and
the Lib Dems on 8%.
ICM/The Independent

Continental support for the
EU has reached its highest
level in years. 81% of
Germans are now in favour
of EU membership (up from
62% in 2014). 67% of French
people support it – the
highest figure since Ifop
started asking the question
in 2010. Support has also
risen in Italy, to 59%, and
Spain, to 81%.
Ifop/The Guardian

39% of voters in the US say
they’re backing Donald
Trump; 37% are behind
Hillary Clinton. 24% won’t
vote for either candidate.
Ipsos/Reuters

It has long been considered
a dead technology – but
now the VCR really is
dead. The world’s last
manufacturer of the
machines, Japanese brand
Sanyo, has announced that
it will cease production by
the end of the month.
Demand for VCRs had
remained surprisingly high:
the company shipped
750,000 units last year,
mostly to China.

A new dating site has been
established to help sad
Remainers retain their ties
with the EU. Idbenothing
withouteu.co.uk promises
to find British citizens
friends and lovers on the
continent. “We thought,
let’s solve it by throwing
loads of love at all of the
hate,” said Katy Edelsten
and Chloe Cordon. So far,
however, their site has
attracted only 61 members.
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Paris
Lagarde to stand trial: IMF boss Christine
Lagarde is to go on trial for negligence,
over her actions as finance minister during
Nicolas Sarkozy’s presidency. The case
against her relates to the payment of
around s400m of public money to the
controversial businessman Bernard Tapie
in 2008, to settle his complaint against the
state-owned bank Crédit Lyonnais. He
claimed that in 1993, the bank had
defrauded him by undervaluing his stake in
Adidas. That case went through the courts
for years until, eventually, Lagarde made
the unusual decision to refer it to an
arbitration panel. Her political opponents
claimed her intervention was improper,
and detectives began to investigate whether
Tapie was getting special treatment in
return for supporting Sarkozy in the 2007
presidential election. Last December, a
court ruled that Lagarde should stand trial.
She launched an appeal, which has now
been rejected by France’s highest court.
Her trial is due to begin next year.

Kiev
Journalist assassinated: A prominent
investigative journalist in Ukraine and
Russia, Pavel Sheremet, was murdered last
week in a car bombing in Kiev. Born in
Belarus but a Russian citizen, Sheremet
was driving to work at the news website
Ukrayinska Pravda when an explosion
ripped through his car; investigators
suspect it was a homemade explosive
device that had been detonated remotely.
The website’s founder, Georgiy Gongadze,
was murdered 16 years ago – a killing that
helped precipitate Ukraine’s Orange
Revolution. Sheremet, who had worked in
both Russia and Ukraine, was known for
his staunch opposition to the Belarusian
and Russian governments; his murder is
presumed to be linked to his work.

Lausanne, Switzerland
Russia to compete: The International
Olympic Committee (IOC) has decided not
to impose a total ban on Russia taking part
in the Rio Olympic Games, in spite of the
country being found guilty of doping on a
grand scale (see page 13). All Russian track
and field athletes have already been banned
by the International Association of
Athletics Federations, on account of
systematic doping violations in their sport.
The Lausanne-based IOC had been urged
to prevent all other Russian sportsmen and
women from competing at Rio. Instead, it
said it would only ban individuals with a
proven history of doping, and leave it up to
the 28 federations that govern the other
sports to decide if they wanted to impose
any further bans. The IOC’s decision was
greeted with relief in Russia but with anger
by anti-doping authorities, who pointed
out that, with days to go before the Games,
the federations would have no time to act.

Florence, Italy
Military marijuana: The Italian army
colonel in charge of growing the country’s
medical-grade marijuana has said he hopes
to get the cost of producing the drug down
to about s8 a gram – around half what
Italy used to pay to import it from the
Netherlands. “My mission is to produce
the best-quality cannabis on an industrial
scale at a low price,” Colonel Antonio
Medica told The Times. “The police
offered us cannabis they had seized, but
it is not up to the standards we want.”
Italy’s government decided two years ago
to entrust the army (which first began
producing medicines in the 19th century)
with growing cannabis to help patients
with multiple sclerosis, and those
undergoing chemotherapy. To hit their
target of 100kg a year, Medica and his
team reckon they need to harvest nine
crops per year from the 135 plants
growing at a military base in Florence.

Ankara
Refugee aid:
President Erdogan
has accused the
EU of not being
“sincere” in its
dealings with
Turkey over the
migrant crisis.
Since the 15 July
coup, there has
been concern

about the survival of the deal the EU struck
with Turkey to stem the flow of refugees
reaching Greece (see page 21). This week,
Erdogan (pictured) said that Turkey was
keeping to its side of the deal, but that of
the s3bn the EU had pledged in aid in
return, it had received s1m or s2m. Nor,
he said, had there been any movement on
the promise of visa-free travel for Turks in
the Schengen Area. Turkey has taken in an
estimated 2.7 million refugees from Syria.

Catch up with daily news at www.theweek.co.uk

Rouen, France
Priest murdered: One of the two men who killed an elderly
Catholic priest during his morning Mass on Tuesday has been
identified as an Algerian-born 19-year-old whose terrorist
leanings were well known to the authorities. Adel Kermiche’s
family had contacted the police when he was first radicalised,
in the hopes of stopping him getting to Syria. Even so, he was
able to make two attempts last year; he was caught each time
by police en route and sent back. He was finally detained in
May 2015, but was released this March with an electronic
tag. This enabled him to leave his house for four hours each
morning, and it was during this time frame that he and an
accomplice stormed the church in a suburb of Rouen.

Declaring allegiance to Isis, they took four hostages, including two nuns; they then
forced Father Jacques Hamel (pictured), 85, to kneel before the altar, and filmed them-
selves slitting his throat. Another nun escaped and alerted the police, who surrounded
the church, shot the killers dead and freed the remaining hostages. France is already in
a state of emergency, which was extended to January after the Bastille Day atrocity in
Nice. The attacker in that case is now suspected of having been plotting it for a year,
and of having had several accomplices. Five people have been arrested.
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Washington DC
Fact-checker-in-chief: President Barack Obama has accused
Donald Trump of peddling falsehoods to whip up public anxiety
– and said that the American people should be allowed to make
important decisions based on facts, not lies. Obama was speaking
after Trump delivered a convention speech that focused on crime
and immigration, and in which he promised that “safety will be
restored” the day he becomes president (see pages 15 and 21).
“This idea that America is somehow on the verge of collapse,
this vision of violence and chaos everywhere, doesn’t really jive
with the experience of most people,” Obama said. He said that,
according to FBI figures, the violent crime rate had been falling
for 25 years; in 2014 it was 6.9% lower than in 2010, and
16.2% lower than in 2005. Obama also said that illegal
immigration is at its lowest level for decades.

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
“Terror plot” thwarted: Brazilian police have arrested 12 people
on suspicion of planning to attack the Olympic Games, which
begin on 5 August. They were members of a group that had
pledged allegiance to Islamic State; however, Brazil’s justice
minister, Alexandre de Moraes, described them as “complete
amateurs” who were “ill-prepared” to mount an attack. The
greater security threat to the Games was probably from street
robbery, he added. Several Olympians have been robbed at
gunpoint in the past few months. Meanwhile, numerous athletes
have complained about the state of accommodation at the
Olympic Village, citing blocked toilets, exposed wiring, leaking
pipes, no hot water and only intermittent cold water in some
apartments. The Australian team refused to move in until their
accommodation was brought up to scratch this week.

Buenos Aires
Nuns questioned: The Catholic
Church in Argentina has launched
an investigation into whether four
nuns at a convent outside Buenos Aires were involved in a plan by
a former government minister to hide bin bags full of almost £7m
in cash in international currencies. In a case that has mystified
Argentinians, José López, President Kirchner’s secretary of public
works, was arrested last month at 4am at the Our Lady of the
Rosary of Fatima convent after a neighbour spotted him throwing
the bags over its wall. The bags also contained expensive watches,
and López was in possession of a semi-automatic rifle.
Investigators say they have evidence of a relationship spanning
more than a decade between López and the convent.

Sacramento, California
Manson killer denied parole: The youngest
member of the so-called Manson Family
has been denied parole. Leslie Van Houten,
66, was 19 years old when she fell under
the sway of Charles Manson, and
participated in the killing of Leno and
Rosemary LaBianca in 1969. Sentenced to
life in jail, Van Houten (pictured) has
served 46 years behind bars and is said to
have been a model prisoner throughout.
In April, a parole board recommended her

release; however, this was blocked by the California Governor
Jerry Brown, on the grounds that she still posed a threat to
society – a decision welcomed by the victims’ relatives.

Santa Clarita, California
Thousands flee wildfires: Nearly 3,000 firefighters have been
deployed to tackle two giant wildfires in central and southern
California that have destroyed 50,000 acres of land and forced
tens of thousands of people to evacuate their homes. One of the
blazes, nicknamed the Sand Fire, broke out last Friday close to
Santa Clarita, 40 miles northwest of Los Angeles – scorching
more than 37,000 acres of forested, mountainous terrain. At the
same time, firefighters were struggling to contain a second vast
blaze further north in the mountains near Big Sur. “This is the
fifth year of an ongoing drought, so we have very extreme fire
behaviour,” said Los Angeles County Fire Department chief
Daryl Osby. “These are not normal times.”

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Hillary victory: Hillary Clinton
made history this week when
she became the first woman to
be nominated for the US
presidency by a major party.
In a symbolic gesture, her rival,
Bernie Sanders – who had
earlier spent days trying to get
his supporters to rally behind
her candidacy – was the one to move that Clinton be declared the
nominee by acclamation. His supporters had arrived at the conven-
tion in Philadelphia in an angry mood: on its eve, WikiLeaks
had published a trove of emails from the Democratic National
Committee which showed that party officials – who are supposed
to be neutral – had plotted ways of damaging Sanders’s candidacy.
Russian hackers, possibly backed by the Kremlin, were suspected
of being behind the leak. Analysts say that Vladimir Putin
may be seeking to divide the Democrats, in order to
propel Donald Trump – who has promised a more
isolationist future for America – to the White House.

The leak led to angry scenes on the floor of the
convention: Sanders himself was booed when he first urged his
supporters to unite behind Clinton and her newly appointed
running mate, Virginia senator Tim Kaine (pictured together).
However, the mood did later improve, and on Tuesday, he was
cheered when he asked that Clinton be nominated.
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Mitribah, Kuwait
Record heatwave:
Parts of the
Middle East
experienced what
were probably
the highest
temperatures ever
recorded last week,
as a heatwave
engulfed much of
the region. In
Mitribah, Kuwait,
temperatures reached 54°C; Basra in Iraq
was a fraction cooler at 53.9°C. The
highest temperature ever recorded was
56.7°C in Death Valley, California, in
1913, but many meteorologists doubt the
reading’s accuracy. In Iraq, a two-day
public holiday was declared, to help people
endure the blistering conditions.

Kabul, Afghanistan
Scores killed by Isis blasts: At least 80
people were killed and more than 230
injured in Kabul last week, when suicide
bombers attacked a demonstration held by
members of the mainly Shia Hazara ethnic
minority. The attack was claimed by the
Sunni supremacists of Islamic State, and
was condemned by the hardline Islamists
of the Taliban, who accused Isis of trying
to foment a sectarian war in Afghanistan.
If Isis was behind the attack – the deadliest
in Kabul since 2001 – it would mark a
major escalation in its operations in the
country. Making up 9% of the population,
the Hazaras mostly live in central
Afghanistan, and have frequently suffered
discrimination and persecution. Their
protest in Kabul had been over plans to
allow a major new power line to bypass a
predominantly Hazara province.

Harare,
Zimbabwe
War veterans
turn on Mugabe:
Veterans of
Zimbabwe’s war
of independence
– longtime
supporters of Robert Mugabe, notorious
for using violence and intimidation to
silence critics of his authoritarian rule –
have dramatically turned on the 92-year-
old leader. The Zimbabwe National
Liberation War Veterans Association,
which claims 50,000 members, issued a
statement last week denouncing the
country’s “bankrupt leadership” and the
“entrenchment of dictatorial tendencies...
which have slowly devoured the values of
the liberation struggle”. Relations between
the veterans and Mugabe have been
souring for months, in the face of a
worsening economic crisis, and
nationwide anti-government protests.

Sagamihara, Japan
Knife massacre: Nineteen
residents of a care centre
for people with mental
disabilities were stabbed
to death on Monday night
in the city of Sagamihara,
30 miles from Tokyo. It
was the worst mass killing
in Japan since WWII. A
former worker at the
centre has since handed
himself to police. Satoshi
Uematsu, 26, was
hospitalised himself for
two weeks earlier this year
after sending a letter to a
politician in which he

threatened to kill
hundreds of

disabled
people.

Xingtai, China
Killer floods: Devastating flooding in
northern and central China has killed at
least 160 people; scores more are missing
presumed dead, and hundreds of
thousands have been forced to flee their
homes. The worst-affected provinces were
Hebei, where at least 130 people were
killed, and Henan. In the Hebei city of
Xingtai, thousands of people demonstrated
against the authorities for not doing more
to protect them from flooding. Vast
swathes of China have been hit by
unusually heavy rains this summer; earlier
this month at least 160 people died in
flooding in the south of the country. The
national and state governments have been
accused of failing to build adequate flood
defences, of underinvesting in drainage
systems, and of allowing the filling-in of
lakes that in the past absorbed flood water.

Kisii, Kenya
School arson: Kenya has been hit by a
wave of arson attacks that has seen more
than 100 secondary schools set alight
this year, and 130 children charged. In
many cases, the fires have been set by
pupils with specific grievances, including
the shortening of the summer holiday, and
a crackdown on cheating that has led to
family prayer days being banned before
exams: parents had apparently been using
these traditional events to get into
boarding schools, and pass mobile phones
to their children. At one school in Kisii
last month, pupils burnt seven of their 11
dormitories after teachers refused to let
them stay up to watch a Euro 2016
football match that kicked off at 10pm.
However, other fires are believed to have
been copycat attacks by children who’d
heard of nearby schools being burned
down, and decided to set fire to theirs.

Hong Kong
Students guilty:
Joshua Wong, the
teenager who
became the face
of Hong Kong’s
“umbrella
movement”, has
been found guilty
of “unlawful
assembly” by a
court in the city.
Another student

leader, Alex Chow, was convicted of the
same crime, while a third, Nathan Law,
was convicted of incitement. The 79-day
protests crippled Hong Kong in the autumn
of 2014, but did not lead to any democratic
concessions from Beijing. Wong (pictured)
and Chow could face up to five years in
jail. Amnesty said the convictions smacked
of “political payback”.
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Simpson’s suicide plan
John Simpson has spent the
past 45 years reporting from
the world’s war zones, says
India Sturgis in The Daily
Telegraph. But he was never
really afraid of dying until he
became a father again at the
age of 61. Rafe, his son by his
second wife, is now ten; and
though Simpson – who also
has two adult daughters – is
still going strong as the BBC’s
world affairs editor, he is
keenly aware of his son’s
anxieties. “It is almost like
sometimes the ages are
reversed, and he feels he has to
look after me. He makes sure
I don’t fall over. He is always
looking at me like I am a piece
of china that is about to shatter
in front of his eyes.” But even
more than death itself, Simpson
dreads a long, slow decline into
decrepitude. He would prefer
to go out “like my dear,
wonderful friend Martha
Gellhorn [the American war
reporter, who swallowed a
cyanide capsule after she was
diagnosed with terminal cancer
at 89]. She invited us round
and cooked us a meal the week
before she died. She was very
jolly and talked about her life,
the world and where it was
going. It was like a thunderbolt
when someone rang me and
said: ‘Martha died last night.’
But so much better to go when
she was still absolutely at the
height of her powers than to
be a dribbling wreck.”

After the fall
At the age of 18, Zola Budd
briefly became one of the most
famous women in Britain. The

runner was born in apartheid
South Africa, but on the basis
of a British grandfather, was
able to compete for Britain at
the 1984 Olympics. In the
build-up, the press had a field
day about the looming
confrontation between the
barefoot runner from the veld
and her all-conquering US rival
Mary Decker. The 3,000-metre
final in LA seemed destined to
be a great sporting moment;
but when the two athletes met,
it ended in mutual disaster. At
1,600 metres, the runners
bunched up; Zola got spiked;
her leg splayed out – and
Decker crashed to the ground.
For Budd, it was a blur. “I only
knew someone had fallen,” she
told Rosie Millard in the Radio
Times. “When I passed by the
spot again, on the next lap, it
was then I realised it was Mary.
And the crowd started booing.
That’s when I gave up.
Everything leading up to it, all
the politics, all the hype, and
then for Mary to fall! It was
like a soap opera, it couldn’t be
real. I slowed down deliber-
ately. I didn’t want to be on the
medal podium.” Budd finished
seventh, and – wrongly accused
of tripping Decker – became a
focus of anti-apartheid anger.
But three decades on, Budd
insists she is not bitter; as for
her rival, with whom she was
recently reunited for a new
documentary, “I don’t think
about it,” says Decker. “It’s
something that almost
happened in a different
lifetime. People need to
understand that the Olympics
are important, but they don’t
define your entire career.”

Known as Ukraine’s Joan of Arc, Nadiya Savchenko is a force to be
reckoned with, says Mark Franchetti in The Sunday Times. Having
served as a soldier in Iraq, and then become Ukraine’s first female
combat pilot, the 35-year-old has in the past two years gone to war;
been captured by Russian forces; and been convicted of what many
believe were trumped-up charges. Sentenced to 22 years in jail, she
was elected to parliament in absentia – and when, after 708 days in
captivity, she was released as part of a prisoner swap, she only took
one day off before starting work as an MP. Doesn’t she need a rest?
“I’m dead tired, but I can’t,” she says. “There’s far too much to do.
I must work until the victorious end… The enemy must leave our
land.” The likelihood of Russia withdrawing from Crimea seems
small, but her willpower is beyond doubt. In Russia, she resisted
pressure to sign a false confession; and during her trial, she stuck
her middle finger up at the judge just before sentencing, and sang
the Ukrainian national anthem. In prison, she staged several hunger
strikes, and lost five stone, once going without food for three
months, and water for two weeks. Guards tried everything to make
her eat, even frying food outside her cell. “They couldn’t believe I
wouldn’t crack,” she says. “I’d thrown up blood, was in pain, and
after a while I forgot the taste of food. But I got off on seeing their
baffled faces. They understood that they couldn’t break my spirit.”

Viewpoint:
Boho lefties
“Bob Geldof was doubtless rattled by
the Brentwood audience in their cheap
crop-tops and ill-fitting shorts [see
Gossip, page 20]. But then lefty, boho
windbags like him will spend a lifetime
exalting the glorious working classes – in
prose, in song, in mid-interview rhetoric.
This continues until the very second
they’re faced with them, en masse, in
their Primark togs, in the easyJet queue
at Luton Airport, or at a football match.
At this point they find the man in the
street ghastly, unimaginative, politically
incorrect, a bit racist and just not as nice
to be around as the small circle of
nodding-dog session singers, sculptresses
and hot-stone healers they know in north
or west London.”
Grace Dent, The Independent

Farewell
Elizabeth
Harrison, refugee
from Germany
who fought for the
French Resistance,
died 10 July,
aged 93.

J.T. McNamara,
jockey, died 26
July, aged 41.

John Pidgeon,
head of BBC radio
entertainment,
died 19 July,
aged 69.

Tom Renouf, war
veteran and
distinguished
scientist, died 26
June, aged 91.

Book: The collected papers of Sir James Lighthill
Luxury: An artist’s studio * Choice if allowed only one record

Castaway of the week
This week’s edition of Radio 4’s Desert Island Discs featured

engineer Professor Dame Ann Dowling

1 Good Vibrations by Brian Wilson and Mike Love, performed by
The Beach Boys

2 Give Ear, O Lord by Thomas Weelkes, performed by The Choir of
Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge, conducted by David Skinner

3 Prélude à l’après-midi d’un faune by Debussy, performed by Peter
Lloyd and the London Symphony Orchestra, with André Previn

4 Un bel dì vedremo by Puccini, performed by Renata Scotto and
The Chorus and Orchestra of the Rome Opera House

5 Lacrymosa by Verdi, performed by Joan Sutherland, Marilyn Horne,
Luciano Pavarotti, Martti Talvela, Chor der Wiener Staatsoper and
the Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra, conducted by Georg Solti

6 Both Sides, Now, written and performed by Joni Mitchell
7* Symphony No. 4, III, Ruhevoll by Mahler, performed by the

Chicago Symphony Orchestra, conducted by Georg Solti
8 Our Love Is Here to Stay by George and Ira Gershwin performed

by Billie Holiday
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London E14 5HS. A free, English language copy of the full prospectus, the Key Investor Information Document and Supplementary Information Document for the fund, which should
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Results - that’s the

A good way to stay in Europe?
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As you can see from the tables shown, the
managers of CRUX’s European funds, have a strong
track record for European equities.

They focus on world-class businesses that may
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now dominate their global niches. It’s helped the
managers deliver in both rising and falling markets
and they seem to be at the top of their game.
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Why have they been banned?
Because investigators for the World Anti-
Doping Agency (Wada) discovered last
year that Russia has been running a vast,
state-sponsored doping programme for its
athletes thought to date back to the 2008
Beijing Olympics. In a devastating report,
they spelled out the way that Russia’s
anti-doping agency – with the help of the
FSB (the former KGB) – routinely gave
athletes advance notice of tests, bullied
doping testers and their families, and
deliberately destroyed positive test
samples. It didn’t stop at athletics: last
week another Wada report, written by
Canadian law professor Richard
McLaren, revealed how 22 of the 28
sports to be contested at the Olympics
this summer, everything from judo to
volleyball, have been involved in doping
cover-ups. The report, said Travis Tygart, head of the US Anti-
Doping Agency, shows “a mind-blowing level of corruption”.

How did the allegations first come to light?
As early as 2009, the IAAF, the ruling body for athletics (see box),
had been complaining to Moscow of “the constant difficulties in
testing” elite Russian athletes. But the extent of state complicity
only came to light in 2014, with a German TV documentary in
which Russian whistle-blowers claimed that 99% of Russian
athletes used banned substances, and that Russian officials both
supplied the drugs and colluded with doping-control officials to
cover up failed tests. “How else are we meant to do it?” runner
Mariya Savinova, winner of the 800m at the 2012 London
Olympics, can be heard saying on a clip recorded on her mobile.
“That’s our system – in Russia it only works with pharma.”

Has Russia admitted to the state’s involvement?
No. President Putin now claims all this is part of a US-inspired
plot to discredit Russia. But when the allegations first surfaced,
sports minister Vitaly Mutko did go so far as to apologise for the
failures of Russia’s anti-doping system, though he blamed them on
individual athletes. However, that account was flatly contradicted
by Dr Grigory Rodchenkov, director of Russia’s main anti-doping
laboratory in Moscow between 2005 and 2015, and now in
hiding in the US. He revealed that
after Russia’s “abysmal” medal tally
at the 2010 Winter Olympics in
Vancouver, when it finished in 11th
place, the Russian sports ministry
decided on a new, full-scale plan to
facilitate – and cover up – doping.
And it worked. At the 2014 Winter
Olympics in the Russian ski resort of
Sochi, Russia topped the medal table.

What did the plan involve?
One thing Rodchenkov designed
himself was “the Duchess”, a
cocktail of steroids and alcohol
optimised to avoid detection. (Male
athletes took it with Chivas whisky,
females with vermouth.) And in
order to get round doping tests, it
was agreed that all results testing
positive should be sent to the deputy
sports minister who could then
decide which athletes were talented
enough to have their results “saved”

(i.e. reported as negative) and which ones
should have their results “quarantined” –
that is, sent on to Wada as positive.

Was the system watertight?
No, it worked less well at more closely
monitored international events. That’s
why, at the 2014 Winter Olympics, a
secret lab was set up in the room next to
the sealed-off Wada testing area, and a
tiny hole drilled through the adjoining
wall. At night, Russian anti-doping
officials would then swap the athletes’
tainted urine samples with the clean
samples provided before the Games.

Has Russia been alone in doing this?
No. The precedent was set back in the
1970s and 1980s, by East Germany’s
communist regime, which forced

thousands of athletes to take anabolic steroids, a synthetic version
of the male sex hormone testosterone, which enables athletes to
train harder, recover faster and build more muscle. Today other
countries, notably Kenya and China, are accused of their own
doping regimes, but even if such charges prove unfounded, it
remains the case that doping, with or without official backing, is
now prevalent in athletics as a whole.

What banned substances do the athletes use?
Anabolic steroids – which became a household name after the
Canadian sprinter Ben Johnson tested positive for them at the
1988 Seoul Olympics and was stripped of his gold medal – are
still the most popular. Other commonly used ones include HGH
(human growth hormone), which helps build and repair muscle;
EPO (erythropoietin), which raises the red blood cell count and
increases endurance and power; and stimulants to reduce fatigue.
At the same time, there is an ongoing game of cat and mouse with
the anti-doping authorities. For example, athletes often use
diuretics to mask the presence of other drugs, find excuses to
delay taking tests until the performance-enhancing drugs have left
their system, and even employ doping experts to show them how
best to minimise the chances of getting caught.

In what ways can the system be made more rigorous?
One of the biggest developments in
recent years has been the IAAF’s
introduction in 2009 of the “Athlete
Biological Passport” – an electronic
document continuously updated to
provide a record of an athlete’s red
blood cell count and testosterone
level, and designed to detect the
effects of banned substances. But
athletes are getting around that by
“micro-dosing” – taking steroids
and EPO in smaller quantities, but
more regularly. The performance-
enhancing benefits are subtler, but
can still mean the difference between
winning and losing. “Micro-dosing
can take an athlete from 10th place
to first place,” says Max Cobb,
director of US Biathlon. “But you’re
no longer seeing those extraordinary
‘Oh, my God, how did that guy
finish two minutes faster’ moments.”
And micro-dosing drastically reduces
the risk of being caught.

Russia’s drugs regime
This week Russia was given the all-clear to compete in the Rio Olympics, but the athletes in its track-and-field team are still banned

Savinova wins gold in London – but did she cheat?

The rotten heart of athletics
One reason Russia has been able to get away with
doping for so long is that senior figures inside the

governing body of athletics, the International Association
of Athletics Federations (IAAF), have been party to it. The

most sensational case involved Russian marathon
runner Liliya Shobukhova, who revealed that top officials

– including IAAF treasurer Valentin Balakhnichev
(ex-president of the All-Russia Athletics Federation) and

IAAF marketing consultant Papa Massata Diack – had
extorted g450,000 from her to cover up a positive drug
test result. Then, frightened that she might blab, they
offered to return g300,000 in exchange for her silence.

Both Balakhnichev and Diack have since been fined and
banned from the IAAF for life.

The rot didn’t stop there. It went all the way to the top –
to Lamine Diack, IAAF president from 1999 to 2015. The
man whom current president, Lord Coe, once referred to
as his “spiritual president” is now under arrest in Paris,
accused of accepting around g1m in return for covering
up positive drug tests. He’s also said to have inserted his

lawyer, Habib Cissé, into the IAAF’s anti-doping
department, in order to disrupt and pervert its work.

Diack and his son Papa, are also accused of skimming off
millions in IAAF sponsorship deals and Olympic bids.
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Let’s stop
squabbling
with Russia
Tony Brenton

The Daily Telegraph

Cool it: that’s what we need to do with Russia, says former British
ambassador to Moscow, Tony Brenton. That doesn’t mean
turning a blind eye to the way it flouts public morality – doping its
athletes, seizing Crimea, fomenting civil war in Ukraine. Of course
we must continue to back Nato and insist the Kremlin cleans up
its act. What we mustn’t do, but are in danger of doing, is trigger
another Cold War. Putin and co are opportunists, but they’re not
“insane”. They’re not seeking to grab back former Soviet lands
(Crimea was a historical exception): they know the West, whose
military spending is ten times Russia’s, would retaliate. They could
have taken East Ukraine. They didn’t. But they do feel increasingly
threatened by the West, just as we do by them. What we badly
need to do is ease the tension. We’ve a common interest in coming
to a solution on Ukraine, and Syria: neither the West nor Russia
much cares for Assad, yet neither side wants to see him replaced
by Isis. And, above all, we need to seek better links with the
Russian people – better trade, investment and cultural ties – and
lift the sanctions which do nothing but cause resentment. Only
then can we “reverse the slide into long-term confrontation”.

The debt we
all owe to the
humble wasp
Simon Barnes

The Spectator

What is the point of wasps? Is their sole purpose to harass human
beings trying to enjoy a nice summer? Good question, says Simon
Barnes, and the answer is a resounding “no”. If you’re a gardener,
the wasp is your “best friend”. Each kills four million tiny insects
– “aphids, rose-killers and tormentors of favourite plants” – every
season. Wasps are also terrific pollinators: in parts of China where
they’ve eliminated wasps they “have to pollinate fruit trees by
hand”. But more than that, wasps have made a huge contribution
to human civilisation, responsible for The Spectator, for Hamlet,
the Bible and Ulysses. How? Because it was the wasp’s nest, that
miraculous straight-walled structure of hexagonal cells, that
inspired the Chinese of the Han dynasty (which ended in 220AD)
to copy the wasps’ technique and develop man-made paper. So
yes, wasps can be a nuisance in late summer when, in desperate
search of sugar, they ruin your picnic. But we owe them a huge
debt. “It’s really high time we started loving the bloody things.”

Brexit-bound –
but which way
will May go?
Simon Nixon

The Times

“Brexit means Brexit.” That’s Theresa May’s refrain, says Simon
Nixon – yet people understand very different things by the term.
For some, it means casting off the shackles of EU membership in
order to become a more engaged global player; but for others, it’s
about protecting put-upon British workers from the ravages of
globalisation. And it’s still far from clear which camp May falls
into. During her leadership campaign, she appeared to be in
favour of the protectionist one: she stressed the need for curbs on
migration and greater scrutiny of foreign takeovers. Yet, days
after she moved into No.10, her government “hailed the £24bn
Japanese takeover of Arm Holdings, the UK’s largest technology
company, as a vote of confidence in Britain and proof that the
UK remains ‘open for business’”. So which is it? A lot hangs on
the answer. Openness to foreign capital and labour has been a
mainstay of our economy: making it yet more open could give it
a much-needed competitive boost. On the other hand, a retreat
into economic nationalism would hit growth and productivity.
“Both would be Brexit; only one would be a success.”

Why Jason
Bourne has
nothing to say
Catherine Shoard

The Guardian

An aggressive swan has
wrought misery on a group
of model boat enthusiasts,
by destroying eight of their
vessels – some of which
were worth thousands of
pounds, and had taken
years to build. “He is a
menace on the lake,” said
Cliff Galsworthy of the
Gipping Valley Model Boat
Club. ”He just smashes at
them with his wings. He
annihilates them, tries to
get on top and sink them.
If you sail within 30 to 50
yards of him he will attack.”
One club member is so
distraught, he has written
to the Queen, asking her to
remove the swan.

An Austrian tattoo artist has
been jailed for etching an
image of a penis, alongside
the word “f***”, on a
female customer’s back. She
had asked for a tattoo of a
yin-yang symbol, and only
realised she’d got a penis
instead when she got home
and looked in the mirror.
Asked in court why he’d
done it, the tattooist replied:
“Just because.”

A man called Dave
Hemingway has made
history by becoming the
first person with that
surname to win the annual
“Papa” Hemingway Look-
Alike Contest in Key West,
Florida. The competition,
which is in its 36th year,
attracted 140 entrants.
Hemingway, who is not
related to the literary giant,
won the contest on his
seventh attempt, having
dressed in a cream-coloured
woollen sweater similar to
one favoured by the late
author. “Even though this
sweater is really hot, it was
part of my strategy,” he
said. “And I think it
worked really well.”

IT MUST BE TRUE…
I read it in the tabloids

The cinema of today rarely contains any memorable lines, says
Catherine Shoard – in fact, it hardly contains any dialogue at all:
it’s all “action” and visual effects. In the trailer for the new Jason
Bourne film, Matt Damon delivers eight short lines – which, it
turns out, is “about a third of his total in the entire film”. Nor is
Bourne alone. Superman has just 43 lines in Batman v Superman;
Tom Hardy grunts 52 in the new Mad Max. There’s a reason for
this: foreign ticket sales. China is about to overtake the US as the
world’s biggest box office territory, and if you want to reach this
huge market, it pays to keep mum. Less dialogue means less risk
of things getting lost in translation; it also makes it easier to gloss
over contentious issues. The same-sex relationship in the new Star
Trek movie, for example, was passed off as a close friendship in
China, “where any representation of homosexuality on screen is
forbidden”. They couldn’t have done that had the characters done
more talking. The commercial logic of globalisation has resulted
in “shutting up the talkies” and a return to cinema’s silent roots.
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Our nukes are
no longer safe
in Turkey
Jeffrey Lewis

Foreign Policy

The attempted coup in Turkey raises some troubling questions for America, says Jeffrey Lewis. And
perhaps the most pressing is whether Turkey can still be considered a safe country in which to store
nuclear weapons. America has a few dozen nuclear bombs stashed in the joint US-Turkish air base
at Incirlik. And though the base is well guarded, and anyone who tried to snatch a nuclear weapon
would still need a code to arm it, the base is “not a fortress” and there’s always a risk that security
protocols could be breached. In fact, it’s rather odd that US nukes were stored in Incirlik in the first
place, seeing as neither Turkey nor the US has any aircraft in the country capable of carrying them.
The bombs are only really there for symbolic reasons, to reassure Nato partners in the Middle East.
True, moving the bombs to more stable locations in Britain or Germany would be unnerving for
those partners, but leaving them in Turkey looks right now to be a far scarier option. At least one
of the tanker aircraft used to refuel the rebel jets that strafed the Turkish parliament a fortnight ago
operated out of Incirlik, which is no doubt why Turkish officials cut off the base’s power and
arrested its Turkish commander. Does it seem like a good idea to station nuclear weapons at a
“base commanded by someone who may have just helped bomb his own country’s parliament”?

It’s “the beginning of the end for Twitter”. Thus proclaimed the conservative blogger Milo
Yiannopoulos last week after he was banned for life from the social media platform, apparently
for inciting his followers to bombard the Ghostbusters star Leslie Jones with abusive tweets.
Conservatives are up in arms about it, and have accused Twitter of trying to purge right-wing voices
from the site; liberals, meanwhile, have hailed the move as evidence that the San Francisco-based
firm is finally cracking down on hateful language. “Both sides are wrong,” says Jesse Singal. The
idea that Yiannopoulos is a “free speech martyr” is laughable. He’s not: he’s a provocateur who
“regularly posts racist, misogynistic and abusive” messages. But nor is his well-deserved exclusion
from the site part of some enlightened new Twitter policy. It is, rather, just “damage control”.
Yiannopoulos has got away with many, equally vile, campaigns against other people in the past.
The difference this time is that he chose a high-profile target who, with celebrity support, led a
public fightback. Twitter had to intervene this time, but it’s not planning to make a habit of it.
In future, it will still take “a special kind of asshole to actually get banned from Twitter”.

How to get
banned by
Twitter
Jesse Singal

New York magazine

On the surface, last week’s
Republican convention was much the
same as any other, said David Brooks
in The New York Times. It had the
usual ingredients: “balloon drops,
banal but peppy music from the
mid-1970s and polite white people
not dancing in their seats”. But
behind all the hoopla, things were
anything but normal. It was, for a
start, the “most shambolically
mis-run convention in memory”. The
order of speakers was nonsensical,
there were empty seats in the arena
during the high-profile speeches, and
there was “zero production
creativity”. The unveiling of Donald
Trump’s vice-presidential candidate,
Mike Pence, was completely botched:
stealing Pence’s limelight, Trump made it sound as if he really
wasn’t that keen on him. And Trump’s wife, Melania, gave a
speech blatantly plagiarised from a 2008 address by Michelle
Obama. The whole event was a mess.

And an ugly one, too, said Brian Beutler in the New Republic.
Instead of policy discussions, all we got were displays of
Trump’s egomania, and attempts to demonise Hillary Clinton.
New Jersey governor Chris Christie turned the convention into a
“show trial” when he listed her imagined crimes and encouraged
the crowd to roar “guilty” after each one. The audience soon
erupted into what became the mantra of the convention: “Lock
her up!” Another former candidate for the GOP nomination,
Ben Carson, implied that Clinton was an agent of Lucifer, while
one of Trump’s advisors said she should be shot for treason. To
add to the poisonous atmosphere, said Frank Bruni in The New
York Times, Ted Cruz gave a speech in which he pointedly
declined to endorse the man who beat him to the nomination.
He was booed and his wife, Heidi, had to be escorted from the
convention floor by security officers. Don’t believe everything
the media have spouted about this convention, said Rick

Perlstein in the New Republic. It
didn’t seem that crazy to me – at
least no crazier than these political
jamborees generally are. Ill-judged
speeches happen at every GOP
convention. Think of the one four
years ago: every speech seemed to be
pitched by, and for, business
interests, and Clint Eastwood gave a
rambling oration in which he
addressed an empty chair.

I’ve attended my fair share of
conventions, said Fareed Zakaria in
The Washington Post, and I can’t
recall any quite like this. The
vilification of Clinton; the sense of
“vigilante rage”; the glorification of
Trump and his family, who were

filmed “smiling beatifically and waving at the adoring crowds
from the royal box” – it felt like a “banana republic”.

Trump is undoubtedly copying the tactics of Latin American-
style “strongmen”, said John Cassidy in The New Yorker. His
convention speech was a shameless “appeal to fear and
nationalism”. Its message was that America is going to hell in a
handcart and that only he can save it. “The crime and violence
that today afflicts our nation will soon come to an end,” he
thundered. “Beginning on 20 January 2017, safety will be
restored.” You might wonder whether there has ever been “such
an alarmist presentation from a nominee at a GOP convention”.
Well, “actually, there has”. In 1968, Richard Nixon gave an
equally dark speech and Trump is clearly hoping to exploit the
same popular anxieties. The odd thing is that crime is far less of
a problem in the US today than it was in 1968, said Jeet Heer in
the New Republic. Despite a recent small uptick, it’s now near a
four-decade low. But Trump clearly reckons it’s still worth his
while playing the law and order card, in order to tap into public
concerns about immigration and terrorism, and racial
resentment. And the scary thing is that he may well be right.

The ugliest Republican convention in living memory

Trump with Melania: “smiling beatifically”
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Boom time for
sorcerers and
clairvoyants
Kommersant
(Moscow)

Depressed and disoriented, Russians have abandoned reason for magical thinking, says Vladimir
Ruvinsky. With the economy stagnant and political protest suppressed, more and more profess belief
in UFOs, sorcery and clairvoyance. Around a third of Russians now think aliens have visited Earth.
Even traditional religious belief is on the rise… sort of. Nearly 80% identify as Orthodox Christian,
yet only 40% say they believe in God, and only 4%-7% regularly attend church services. For many,
it’s not so much a belief as a deep need to insure against misfortune; the same need that has fuelled a
surge in the use of charms and talismans. Two-thirds of Russian women say they “turn to magicians,
fortune-tellers and psychics for help”. When people feel adrift, as they increasingly have in Russia
since the collapse of the Soviet Union, they long for “help from external powers” – which largely
explains the hero worship of President Vladimir Putin. And our president encourages such
superstition, because it “squeezes out critical thinking”. A gullible populace is easy to rule.

Stop harping
on about
Jean Monnet
Libération
(Paris)

The European Union is facing an existential crisis, says Christine Cadot, but instead of looking at
how it might be given a new shape and sense of purpose, people in France are seeking security in the
“grand narrative” of its founding. The name of Victor Hugo, an early enthusiast of European unity,
is constantly invoked, as are those of Jean Monnet and Robert Schuman, the French founders of the
Common Market. What, the pundits ask, would they think about Brexit? The British did much the
same during their referendum, wondering whether Churchill would have voted to Remain. Yet such
exercises are futile, not just because there’s seldom a clear answer (Churchill wanted a “United States
of Europe” but he also said that if it came to it, Britain should “choose the open sea” over Europe),
but because we live in a different world with different issues. To harp on about the EU’s early days,
to make a shibboleth of the great names of the past, merely reinforces the “comforting illusion” that
the EU is still basically an institution run by France and Germany. That attitude, which infuriates the
newer EU members who had no share in its creation, is as much an obstacle to the EU’s future
development as “British insularity”. Whatever vision the EU’s founders held, it belongs in the past.

Our prime minister, Justin Trudeau, is determined to “rebrand” Canada as a “progressive, post-
national country”, with himself as its “attractive, youthful face”, says Margaret Wente. Rejecting his
predecessor Stephen Harper’s “belligerence”, he wants to build bridges, not bomb people. He’s even
renamed the foreign affairs department as Global Affairs, “because it’s all one world and why should
we ‘other-ise’ the foreigners”? Alas, the world isn’t playing along: “China is rattling its sabres, the
Russian bear is growling”, the Middle East is in chaos. At last week’s Nato summit, under pressure
from our allies, Trudeau reluctantly agreed that Canada would “do its bit” to counter the Russian
threat, by leading a Nato combat force in Latvia – much to the chagrin of his even more progressive
global affairs minister, who said Canadian forces would be far better deployed in peace-keeping
duties in Africa. A “self-regarding” nation, we like to think we can influence the behaviour of the
Saudis, Russians and Chinese. Sadly, that’s only true when we’ve got something they need. Our
ideals and virtues – and Trudeau’s “substantial charm” – leave them cold. We forget it’s a “nasty old
world” out there. Canada’s much ballyhooed “soft power” is no substitute for the real thing.

Charm is no
substitute for
a big stick
The Globe and Mail
(Toronto)

RUSSIA

EUROPEAN UNION

CANADA

Only in Pakistan would a young man
proudly confess to having strangled
his own sister, said the Daily Times
(Lahore). “Honour killings” are a sad
feature of life here: most go
unnoticed. But the “cold-blooded
murder” of the social media celebrity
Qandeel Baloch has caused a public
outcry. Baloch (real name Fauzia
Azeem) was a young model whose
provocative videos and “selfies”
attracted huge audiences across Asia.
She was Pakistan’s answer to Kim
Kardashian, and though she never
posed naked, her pouting photos were daring by the
conservative standards of her homeland. Last month she went a
step further by posting images of herself at a hotel with a
prominent cleric, claiming he was “hopelessly in love” with her,
and that they’d drunk soda and smoked cigarettes together
during Ramadan instead of fasting. For her brother Waseem it
was the last straw – he told reporters he drugged her at the
family home before strangling her. And religious conservatives
have applauded him.

Female entertainers in Pakistan have tested boundaries before,
said Hamna Zubair in Dawn (Karachi), but Baloch, unabashed
in her desire to be a “screen siren”, went further. In a country
so conflicted between tradition and modernity, that was bound
to end badly. From the confused comments that appeared under

her posts, young men wanted to be
with her, but also to “snuff her out”.
Young women were “horrified” by
her “immodesty”, while lauding her
for doing as she pleased.

Last year alone, about 1,100 women
lost their lives in Pakistan because
their life choices offended
somebody’s honour, said Zeeba T.
Hashmi in The Nation (Lahore). But
under sharia-inspired laws, the
victim’s family can forgive a killer on
payment of “blood money” – and

because the killer is often a husband or relative of the victim
and acting with the family’s approval, perpetrators often go
free. Given the outcry, this won’t happen in Waseem’s case: but
he’s the exception. As long as these pernicious laws survive,
they’re a constant invitation to murder.

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif has vowed to change the law, said
Huma Yusuf in Dawn, but he needs to follow through: these
murders keep occurring. In June a woman was burnt alive by her
mother for marrying a man of her own choice. Sharif ordered
an investigation. He also denounced the murder as “un-Islamic”.
Would that he’d done the same for Qandeel Baloch. Alas, she
was too “provocative” and “sensual” for that to be politically
feasible. In the eyes of many voters, she was a woman who had
transgressed certain boundaries and who deserved her fate.

Baloch attracted a huge audience across Asia

The social media star strangled by her brother
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Why the tortoise got its shell
The first reptiles to develop shells did so
not for protection but to make it easier
for them to burrow underground, say
scientists in the US. Many palaeontologists
believe that Eunotosaurus africanus, a
lizard that lived 260 million years ago, was
the first animal to broaden its ribcage and
stiffen its back – adaptations that would
eventually lead to the rigid shells found on
today’s tortoises and turtles. But what has
remained something of a mystery is why
they would develop those traits, given that
– at least to begin with – they’d have made
it harder for the creatures to walk, and
breathe, without conferring any obvious
benefits. But after studying Eunotosaurus
fossils, researchers at the Denver Museum
of Nature and Science believe they have
the answer. “The original expansion of the
ribs was an adaptation for stiffening the
skeleton to provide a stable base from
which to operate a powerful forelimb
digging apparatus,” they write in the
journal Current Biology. An ability to dig
would have been valuable in the creature’s
sandy habitat – and indeed, may have been
crucial to its survival during the Permian-
Triassic extinction some 252 million years
ago, when burrowing would have enabled
it to escape the harsh, arid environment.

Interactive orangutans
Orangutans at Melbourne Zoo have
been given video games to play, as part of
a pioneering “interactive enrichment
programme”. Staff at the zoo came up
with the idea after noticing that the apes
were fascinated by the games on the tablets
they sometimes carried. As it didn’t seem
wise to unleash the animals on iPads, they
asked researchers at the University of
Melbourne to develop an ape-friendly
gaming system: this involves projecting

images onto the ground of the orangutans’
enclosure, and using 3D cameras to sense
their movements. In the game itself, the
apes have to tap specific images in order
to be rewarded with bursts of colour. A
second version allows the apes to play in
conjunction with someone outside their
enclosure – raising the possibility of zoo
visitors being able to play computer games
with the animals. The apes have played
the game so enthusiastically – becoming
absorbed not only with the images on the
floor but also with how the light reflects
onto their bodies – the researchers are now
developing several new ape-specific games.
One is a painting app; another will let the
apes “compose” music, creating different
sounds according to how they move.

No “sex in the city” for falcons
Birds are surprisingly promiscuous: recent
research has revealed that even among
species whose members mate for life, such

as the sparrow and the zebra finch, the
creatures are quite likely to be unfaithful.
However, one type of bird – the peregrine
falcon – really does take commitment
seriously. Scientists at The Field Museum
of Natural History in Chicago carried out
DNA tests on the 50 or so falcons that live
on the city’s skyscrapers and bridges, and
also tested the DNA of their offspring.
Of the 35 broods tested, only one had been
fathered by a bird other than the mother’s
partner – and this, the researchers believe,
only happened because the biological
father had died, leading the mother to
form a bond with a new male, who helped
raise the chicks. The results surprised the
researchers: they had hypothesised that
falcons living in urban conditions would
be more promiscuous than those in the
wild, where the birds tend to live in
solitary couples on isolated cliffs.

How whales mourn their dead
Whales and dolphins mourn their dead by
bearing their bodies aloft, often flanked
by other adults, marine biologists believe.
Over the years, there have been numerous
sightings of bottlenose dolphins, killer
whales and other species swimming with
dead calves on their backs, or nudging
them through the water; some have been in
a state of advanced decay, suggesting they
have been carried for some time. However,
these were all treated as isolated incidents
– until a team of Italian scientists collated
various different reports, and noticed a
pattern. They say their only explanation is
that the creatures are in mourning. In one
case, biologists had intervened, and tugged
the carcass to shore and buried it. Rather
than swimming off, the other members of
the group followed the dead dolphin as far
as they could, then waited in the shallow
water, as though holding a vigil.

The “fresh” apples on sale in supermarkets
today could have been picked a year ago,
reports The Times. Advances in storage
technology, combined with demand for
a year-round supply, have led to a high
proportion of apples being stored for long
periods in chilled warehouses where they
are treated with a synthetic gas called
SmartFresh, which blocks the effect of
ethylene, a natural plant hormone that
causes fruit to ripen and then decay. With
both British-grown apples, and those grown
overseas – which account for about two-
thirds of the market – liable to be stored in
this way, it is estimated that more than half
of the apples sold in Britain are treated with SmartFresh. And since supermarkets
aren’t required to say when fruit and vegetables were picked, shoppers have no way of
knowing how old supposedly fresh produce is. SmartFresh-treated fruit isn’t harmful,
but there is some evidence that long-stored apples are less nutritious than those eaten
soon after picking: for example, a Food Research Programme of Canada study found
that levels of antioxidants and vitamin C tended to decline over time.

Health & Science
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Chicago’s peregrine falcons are loyal lovers

People in the UK should consider taking
vitamin D supplements in the darker
months, public health officials have
concluded. A Government commission
has set the recommended daily level of
vitamin D at 10mcg a day, but there are
fears that this may not be achievable
without supplements. It is difficult to get
enough vitamin D from food, and owing
to the climate, and the nature of modern
life, many Britons are not much exposed
to its other source: sunlight. Vitamin D is
found naturally in only a small number of
foods, including oily fish, red meat and
egg yolks. It is added to some breakfast
cereals and spreads. Even so, it is
estimated that one in five Britons are
deficient in the vitamin, which keeps our
bones, teeth and muscles healthy. The
new advice is that adults, and children
aged over one, should consider taking a
10mcg supplement every day, especially
in the autumn and winter.

New advice on vitamin D

An apple distribution centre in Beijing

What the scientists are saying… about animals

The secret of the year-round apple
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A bevy of beaming female activists
surrounded Jeremy Corbyn last week as
he launched his re-election campaign, said
the Daily Mail. There was much
affectionate hugging before the Labour
leader stepped up to the podium and
reaffirmed his commitment to a “kinder,
gentler politics”. Yet behind the scenes,
the picture was altogether less jolly. That
same day, 45 of Corbyn’s female MPs
sent him a letter “complaining that they
had suffered death and rape threats and
had cars damaged and windows smashed
– all by so-called party supporters”.
Angela Eagle, who last week withdrew
from the leadership contest, cancelled her
public surgeries on the advice of the
police. Although Corbyn has condemned such intimidation, his
forked-tongued speech will only have encouraged the hard-left
“bully boys”: minutes after offering the “hand of friendship” to
his colleagues, he hinted at a purge of dissidents by announcing
that all Labour MPs would soon be facing mandatory reselection.

These are depressing days for the more thoughtful Labour
members who helped elect Corbyn last summer, said Janice
Turner in The Times. Faced with boring alternatives, they opted
“to give this quirky, old-time lefty a
spin. They imagined a genial,
grandfatherly figure heading a broad,
inspiring, progressive movement.”
Corbyn has instead shown himself to be
“a shambolic, rather dim man, who
surrounds himself with reptilian
ideologues”. Yet he still inspires blind devotion from some
followers. It’s no good telling these people that he’s unelectable,
or that Theresa May wiped the floor with him at PMQs. They
don’t care: “this is now a movement run on faith alone”.

“For a party that once danced to the tune of Things Can Only
Get Better, it is difficult to see how they can get any worse,” said
Rohan McWilliam on The Conversation. Yet they can. The
likelihood is that Corbyn will be re-elected as leader in September.
What then? Will Labour split? The hopes of moderates now rest
with Corbyn’s challenger Owen Smith, said Andrew Grice in The
Independent. The MP for Pontypridd is a relative unknown, but
he’s “taken seriously at Westminster” and is well placed to win
over Corbyn followers. “It was Neil Kinnock, another soft-left

figure from South Wales, who broke the
hard-left’s grip on Labour in the 1980s.”
But Smith will need to strike a delicate
balance. If he “attacks Corbyn too
stridently, he might persuade wavering
Labour members to rally behind their
embattled leader”. If he’s too respectful,
he’ll look like a pale copy of his rival.

“I am no Corbynista,” said Mary
Dejevsky in The Independent, but I think
he’s entitled to more respect than he’s
getting. The media portray him as a rank
incompetent whose hold on power is
somehow “illegitimate”. Yet he was fairly
elected with a “colossal mandate” and,
given the relentless attacks from his own

side, has done a reasonable job. Under him, Labour has won
every by-election it has fought, and four mayoral races. It has
“changed the terms of the economic debate”, and energised young
voters. Party membership is at a record high. Love him or hate
him, Corbyn has at least offered “real opposition”. The same
can’t be said of his “desperately triangulating” Labour rivals, said
Michael Chessum in the New Statesman. Bereft of ideas of their
own, they just bang on about how unelectable Corbyn is, but
what makes them think they’d do any better?

The soft-left’s recent record certainly
isn’t impressive, agreed Janan Ganesh in
the FT. From choosing Ed Miliband
over David in 2010, to paving the way
for the “Jeremania” of 2015, it has
shown “consistently bad judgement”.

Those of us who now see a formal Labour split as the least bad
option “must reckon with the breakaway party being dominated
by these well-meaning klutzes”. A split won’t work, said Ben
Margulies on OpenDemocracy. The low level of Labour support
today is such that, in the place of one vaguely dysfunctional party,
you’d end up with two impotent groupuscules. The real problem
is that neither Labour faction “seems to have the slightest clue
how to rally the ‘left-behind’ working-class voters often cited as
the main impetus for [Brexit]”. Labour’s voter base is eroding – a
process set to be exacerbated shortly by the redrawing of
constituency boundaries – and the party is desperately short of
good leaders. Neither of its “warring camps have much hope of
overcoming these problems on their own. Labour may have no
choice but to embrace solidarity.”

The Labour Party: is it doomed to split?

“They go on about how unelectable
Corbyn is, but what makes them

think they’d do any better?”

Corbyn with supporters, launching his campaign

Bob Geldof wasn’t impressed
by the crowd at the Brentwood
Festival in Essex. Bounding on
stage, the 64-year-old took one
look at his audience, and laid
into them for being
insufficiently rock ’n’ roll. “We
are mega, and you are
Brentwood. How do we know?
Because I am wearing a f***-
off pretend snakeskin suit...
On the other hand, you are
wearing wall-to-wall f*****g
Primark. This is a rock ’n’ roll
festival. When you come to a
rock ’n’ roll festival you dress
for a rock ’n’ roll festival.”

Whatever else he is, Donald
Trump is no gentleman, says
the Daily Mail. Back in 1991,
the mogul answered a call
from a journalist and – posing
as his own press secretary –

told her that The Donald was
too busy to speak to her,
because he was being chased
by so many women, including
the model Carla Bruni. Years
later, when Bruni was about to
marry President Sarkozy,
Trump was quizzed about her
by the DJ Howard Stern. Why
wasn’t he still dating Bruni?
“Very flat-chested... smaller
than A cup – minus A,” came
Trump’s response. “Was she
bad in bed?” Stern asked. “I
can’t comment,” said Trump. “I
don’t want to be criticising the
first lady of France...” And so
the conversation went on. At
no point did Trump admit the
truth, which is that he barely
knew Bruni, and that they’d
never had an affair. “Trump is
obviously a lunatic,” she noted.

David Cameron is planning to
withdraw from the public eye
over the next year, while he
writes his autobiography – with
the aim of securing an advance
even bigger than the £4.6m
awarded to Tony Blair, claims
The Mail on Sunday. The book
will chart his rise to power,
from Eton and Oxford, via the
Conservative Research
Department, and his downfall.
Blair’s A Journey was the
fastest-selling autobiography
of all time. Cameron may or
may not be expecting to beat
that record, but he’ll surely be
hoping that his book will sell
more copies than Lord
Ashcroft’s unauthorised
biography, Call Me Dave – even
if it doesn’t have any scurrilous
stories about pigs’ heads.

Pick of the week’s

Gossip
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Turkey: Erdogan’s terrifying “witch-hunt”

“When you turn an election
into a three-ring circus,

there’s always a chance the
dancing bear will win.”
Author Nancy Isenberg,

quoted in the FT

“To see what is in front
of one’s nose needs a
constant struggle.”

George Orwell, quoted in
The Daily Telegraph

“Science is the belief in the
ignorance of experts.”

Physicist Richard Feynman,
quoted in The Times

“Never speak ill of yourself.
Your friends will always say

enough on that subject.”
Talleyrand, quoted on

The Browser

“If a chap can’t compose an
epic poem while he’s

weaving a tapestry, he had
better shut up, he’ll never be

any good at all.”
William Morris, quoted

in The Times

“The opposite of love is not
hate, it’s indifference... And

the opposite of life is not
death, it’s indifference.”

Elie Wiesel, quoted
on Qz.com

“I don’t know how long
I’ve got left, I don’t even

buy green bananas.”
J.B. Priestley on growing
old, quoted in The Times

“Behind every successful
man there stands a
surprised woman.”

Maryon Pearson, wife of
the 14th Canadian PM,
quoted in The Spectator

“Class distinctions do
not die; they merely learn
new ways of expressing

themselves.”
Richard Hoggart, quoted

in The Guardian

They call it “post-truth politics”.
In the UK, the Brexiters were
accused of peddling fear and
falsehoods to win votes, said
Roger Cohen in The New York
Times. Maybe they took their
lead from Donald Trump. Like
his “pal” Vladimir Putin, the
blue-collar billionaire traffics in
lies, and in his snarling speech to
the Republican convention last
week, he delivered a typically
misleading, doom-laden
message: America is lawless and
falling apart; the ruling elite is
made up of liars and crooks; and
only a tough Washington
outsider can stop the tide of
menace – from Isis to
immigrants – and make America great again.
“We have been here before. Fascism was a
backlash against dysfunctional democracies. It
invited belief in the leadership of the strongman
against enemies within and without. Its currency
was untruth.” Conditions in the US today are
not the same as those in the 1930s – but as in
the UK, there is a thirst in the US for “disruption
at any cost”, and the authoritarian Trump is the
“change” candidate.

There’s something darkly ironic about Trump’s
positioning, said Adam Quinn on The
Conversation. The billionaire property developer
claims to be on the side of forgotten working
people, yet has no realistic solutions to their
woes; he says he will restore law and order, yet

has urged his supporters to beat
up protesters at his rallies. And
he claims that he would put
“America First”, yet threatens to
renege on the treaty that has, for
decades, helped guarantee US
security and stability. Speaking
to The New York Times this
week, Trump stated that he
would not abide by Nato’s
Article 5 – that an attack on one
member is to be regarded as an
attack on all – unless the country
in question had “fulfilled their
obligations to us”. Too many
Nato members, he suggested, are
freeloading on US generosity.

Of course we want our allies to
spend more on defence, said The Washington
Post. But to suggest that as a consequence of
some failing to do so, the US would not react to
Russian aggression in, say, Latvia, is not in our
strategic interests. The return on our investment
in Nato is peace, a “‘dividend’ that produces
economic and security gains for the American
people”. Trump’s remarks were ill-advised in
more ways than one, said Marc Thiessen in
Newsweek. Several key swing states, Ohio
included, have large populations of Eastern
European origin. And these people – who tend
to be his working-class target voters – won’t like
their home countries, which have sent troops in
disproportionate numbers to Afghanistan and
Iraq, being accused of not pulling their weight.
He may regret his Nato comments in November.

Trump: a danger to Western security?

A warning for America

On the night of 15 July, as F-16 jets roared over
Istanbul and bombs fell on Ankara, even
President Erdogan’s opponents rallied behind
him, said The Times. Democracy was in peril,
and Turks of all persuasions risked their lives to
preserve it. But the terrible irony is that the
president seems now to be using the failed
putsch – which he insists was orchestrated by
the US-based cleric Fethullah Gülen – as an
excuse to destroy that democracy, and establish
a monopoly on power, said Patrick Cockburn in
The Independent. In the name of ridding the
state of the “virus” of Gülenist infiltration, more
than 60,000 soldiers, teachers, judges and other
officials have been arrested, sacked or
suspended; 19 unions, 15 universities and 1,043
schools with Gülenist links have been closed; a
state of emergency, allowing Erdogan to rule by
decree, has been declared, and the European
Convention on Human Rights suspended.

A dark “cloud of fear” hangs over Turkey, said
Can Dündar in The Guardian. First, during the
coup, we saw soldiers being lynched by mobs
shouting “Allahu Akbar” and demanding
executions. Then Erdogan embarked on a
round-up so extensive, it has been compared to
Chairman Mao’s Cultural Revolution. There
have been reports of suspected plotters being
beaten and tortured. The public has been urged

to inform on suspected coup supporters; news
portals have been closed; journalists have been
detained. “It is the biggest witch-hunt in the
history of the republic.” Fine, the military coup
failed – but who now will stop Erdogan, who
has already eroded so many rights, turning
Turkey into a police state?

If Erdogan does not exercise restraint, he risks
doing untold damage to his country, said The
Economist. Tourists have already stopped
visiting; next, foreign investors and lenders will
withdraw. But this is by no means just a
domestic crisis, said Soner Cagaptay in The
Observer. If Erdogan makes good on his
promise to restore the death penalty, the EU will
surely have to suspend accession talks, and the
deal it struck with Ankara to limit the flow of
refugees into Europe – and in response, Erdogan
may walk away from the EU. Relations with
Washington are similarly fraught: many Turks
are convinced that the Americans conspired in
the coup plot, and Ankara has warned the US
(which uses an air force base at Incirlik in
southern Turkey for raids on Isis in Syria and
Iraq) of dire consequences if it does not extradite
Gülen. There is a very real risk that if these
tensions are not resolved, Turkey – which has
the second biggest army in Nato – will cut its
Western alliances, and turn to Russia instead.

Statistic of the week
Owing to soaring rates of

cybercrime, Britons are now
ten times more likely to be
the victim of fraud than of
theft from the person. An

estimated 5.8 million fraud
cases and cybercrimes were
committed in England and

Wales last year, out of a total
of 12 million crimes.

The Times

Wit &
Wisdom
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As Chris Froome rode down the Champs-Elysées
on Sunday, donning the yellow jersey that he has
made his own, “it was clear that this was more
than just victory”, said Josh Burrows in The
Times. With a staggering third Tour de France
title in four years, the British cyclist confirmed
that “this is the Froome era”. Only four cyclists
in history are ahead of him; at 31, he could yet
surpass the record of five titles. Winning by four
minutes, Froome didn’t even need to launch the
intense mountain attacks that defined his previous
victories – had he done so, “the margin of victory
might have been gargantuan”. He will now try to
extend his winning streak at the Olympics, where
he will compete in the road race and time-trials;
in this form, few would bet against him.

For such a successful cyclist, Froome has been
remarkably unpopular, said Tom Cary in The
Daily Telegraph. Many cycling fans, mindful of the sport’s
“troubled history” with doping, have viewed his rise with
scepticism, if not rancour: during his previous two Tours, he was
spat at, punched and even doused in urine. But he has begun to
win over the public, impressing them with his dedication – most
dramatically when he abandoned his bike, after breaking it in a
collision, and ran frantically up Mont Ventoux to maintain his
advantage. It’s about time Froome got his due, said Richard
Moore in the Daily Mail. An outstanding sportsman, with great
ingenuity and instincts, he is Britain’s first multiple Tour winner –
and perhaps the finest cyclist this country has ever produced. But
Froome’s success wouldn’t be possible without the support of
Team Sky, said William Fotheringham in The Observer. That

much was clear when he crashed in the Alps, and
his teammate Geraint Thomas selflessly gave him
his bike. Sky’s tactics are very simple: they set a
pace so fast that “rivals cannot attack”, and they
demand that their riders sacrifice their own
ambitions and help Froome win. With an
estimated budget of £29m, Sky are the richest
team in cycling, and they have used their wealth
to build an unrivalled squad. Four of Froome’s
teammates finished in the top 30; some are good
enough to lead their own team.

Before Sky came along in 2010, British road
cycling was in the doldrums, said Cary. We had
gone a century without a British cyclist even
making the podium. But on Sunday, Adam Yates
offered further proof that we are in a golden age
by becoming the first British cyclist to win the
white jersey, for the best rider under 26. Finishing

fourth, the 23-year-old Orica-BikeExchange rider was “cool and
assured” in everything he did. It was a “special” achievement –
and it bodes very well indeed for the future.

Cycling: Froome’s Tour de France hat-trick

“This is the Froome era”

Sport

Formula One Lewis Hamilton took the lead in the drivers’
championship for the first time this season, following his win at
the Hungarian Grand Prix.
Tennis Britain’s Johanna Konta beat Venus Williams in the
Stanford Classic to win her first WTA title.
Sailing Ben Ainslie’s Land Rover BAR team won the Portsmouth
round of the America’s Cup.

Sporting headlines
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In the end, Sam Allardyce
was “the only man” for the
England job, said Sam
Wallace in The Daily
Telegraph. The FA’s top
choice, Arsène Wenger,
turned the job down; other
contenders more or less
ruled themselves out: Gary
Neville and Garry Monk, for
example, fared so badly as
managers over the past year
that they were no longer
viable. So we ended up with
Big Sam: a man whose
Sunderland side escaped
relegation last season by two
points, and who has won just 34% of
his matches as a top-flight manager.
England were hardly thrilling at Euro
2016, but their new manager – famed for
being a “long-ball merchant” – threatens
to make them stodgier still.

Actually, Allardyce is not the dinosaur
he’s made out to be, said Michael Cox in
The Observer. In many ways, he has been
an innovator: he was one of the first
managers to use Prozone technology to
analyse performances; he was quick to
take sports psychology and nutrition
seriously. Behind his no-nonsense exterior

he has a new-age streak,
encouraging his players to
do yoga, and crediting
transcendental meditation
with changing his life.
Tactically, too, Allardyce is
hardly one-dimensional. He
has always been “willing to
gamble” on exciting
attackers, and has crafted
some “thoroughly likeable”
teams – namely his Bolton
side, which finished sixth in
2005. Sure, he’s fond of long
balls, and puts defence first –
but so do Leicester, and that
hasn’t held them back.

Besides, it’s simply unrealistic to think
England could do better than Allardyce,
said Matt Hughes in The Times. After a
catastrophic Euros, no one could possibly
mistake them for a world-class team – so
it’s ridiculous to think they are worthy of
a world-class manager. Allardyce is a
“prudent choice”: he will teach the
players “resilience”, and give the egos in
the side short shrift. Crucially, he always
has “a clear game plan”, which is far
more than can be said for his predecessor,
Roy Hodgson. If ever there was a time for
England to go back to basics, “this is it”.

Football: can Big Sam fix England?

Allardyce: “prudent choice”?

Root runs riot
It was “hard to fault” England’s
performance, said Paul Newman in the
Daily Mail. Almost everyone excelled in
the “thumping” 330-run win over
Pakistan in the second Test. But it was
Joe Root, the “boy wonder grown into
a senior statesman”, who will always
be associated with the match. A “near-
perfect” 254 in the first innings, his
highest England score, was more than
Pakistan managed in either innings; he
scored 325 runs in total, made four
catches – and even took a wicket. Root
has shown, once again, that he is a
“rare asset”, said Ed Smith in The
Sunday Times. At 25, he has “folded
the best of the new into a thoroughly
classical game”: he can blast ahead, as
he did in the second innings, scoring 71
from 48 balls; but he can also “settle
into a brisk but measured tempo”, as
he did in the first innings. He is one of
cricket’s “most complete technicians”.
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To protect and serve
To The Daily Telegraph
Am I being old-fashioned and
naive, or is there something
faintly shameful about the
police response to the security
problems at Angela Eagle’s
constituency office, in
advising her to cancel her
public constituency meetings,
with all that this means for
the democratic process?

Wasn’t there a time when
the police would have offered
protection, so that she could
continue her work, instead
of allowing the forces of
disorder to dictate when and
where democratic activities
can occur?
Paddy Allen, Crieff,
Perthshire

Fitness in the forces
To The Times
Ben Macintyre’s article on
military fitness fails to
acknowledge the intensity of
close-quarter combat in the
modern world.

Aged 38, I fought in a close-
quarter engagement, on foot,
in Helmand, Afghanistan. It
was perhaps the most
exhausting three-and-a-half
hours of my life, both
physically and emotionally.

My ability to cope and
function effectively that day
was a direct result of the
superb training and
conditioning that I received at
the Infantry Battle School in
Brecon, which was robust yet
sensible and proportionate.

I agree that physical training
should be intelligently
delivered. However, the casual
stereotyping of military
culture and the use of emotive
terminology such as “macho”
and “fetish” does a huge
injustice to the professionalism
of the British Army.
Andrew Johnson, former
regimental sergeant major, 1st
Battalion Coldstream Guards

Olympic obesity
To The Guardian
More evidence for Richard
Williams’s claim (“Why the
London Olympics were a
gigantic waste of time and
money”, 22 July) was on
show in the Olympic Arena
at the Anniversary Games
on Saturday.

I watched streams of hot
dogs, huge tubs of popcorn
and vast quantities of

chemically coloured green and
orange drinks, cola and beer
being consumed by the most
obese crowd I’ve ever seen.
The least fit cheered at the
slightest glimpse of Jessica
Ennis-Hill, Katarina Johnson-
Thomson and Mo Farah. It is
ludicrous that a place where
supreme fitness is celebrated
should sell exclusively
unhealthy foods.
Huw Jones, London

Drunken waiters
To The Times
As ship’s doctor, I introduced
breathalysers on the QEII in
1972 to help me determine
whether waiters were pouring
soup into passengers’ laps due
to inebriation or Atlantic
swells. The fact that far less
soup was spilt thereafter
speaks for itself.

Given the now widespread
availability of breathalysers,
it should be easy to routinely
test pilots before they fly, so
that their sobriety is not left
to airport staff or cabin crew
to determine.
Dr W.D. Cremin,
Westbourne, Bournemouth

A terrifying smile
To The Independent
Your leader writer notes that
during Donald Trump’s
speech at the Republican
convention, “hardly once”
did he smile. Having seen
Trump’s smile once or twice –
when he stood beside his

running mate and pretended
to kiss him, and when he
stood beside his wife after her
ill-fated speech – I think the
less we see of it the better.

It is a most peculiar
contortion of the features,
lips shoved upwards and
outwards, no teeth visible,
eyebrows positioned in a
faux self-deprecatory
grimace, chin thrust forward.
Whatever it is, it certainly
isn’t a proper smile. I don’t
like it. It makes my blood
run cold. Any body language
experts out there who can
analyse it for us?
Penny Little, Great Haseley,
Oxfordshire

Grooming Boris
To The Guardian
It has not taken long for the
Foreign Office to groom
Boris Johnson. The bold
thinker who, in December,
wrote in his Telegraph
column that the West
should be prepared to
work with Syria’s Bashar
al-Assad has now joined
the unthinking chorus
saying that Assad must
go as a precondition for
peace. How he thinks
removing Assad will not
leave a vacuum to be
inevitably filled by radical
Islamists, he does not
tell us. Nor are we told
how this will help in the
fight against Islamic
State when Assad’s forces

are the only boots on the
ground available for this task
other than the Kurds in
Kurdish areas.

This U-turn bodes
interestingly for Johnson’s
constancy in the matter of
Brexit, where the Foreign
Office will also be grooming
him in correct thinking, if
indeed he really needs much
encouragement.
Peter Ford, ambassador to
Syria 2003-06

Dodgy democracies
To The Times
Now that President Erdogan
has fired all 1,577 university
deans in Turkey, I wonder
whether our Foreign Secretary
has prematurely rushed to
defend Turkey’s democrati-
cally elected government.
When the pro-Russian
Ukrainian president Viktor
Yanukovych, elected in 2010,
was ousted in 2014, we did
not complain.

I guess there are
democracies we like and
those we don’t.
Avram Balabanovic,
London

A stressful encounter
To The Daily Telegraph
Hillary Bagshaw’s letter on
the importance of stressing
words correctly brought to
mind the example I used
when coaching people on this
topic. I would ask five people
to read aloud the same
sentence, with the first
emphasising only the first
word, the second person
stressing the second word,
and so on. The meaning of the
sentence changed dramatically.

It was: “I didn’t kill your
wife.”
Brian D. Hamilton,
Ponteland, Northumberland
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“Dad got it from a Russian
laboratory”

● Letters have been edited

They can’t all come in
To The Guardian
Your correspondents call for “free movement for all”. Were
they asleep in the run-up to and after the vote of 23 June? If
you are a democrat, an environmentalist and an
internationalist, I fail to see how you can support completely
free movement of people. All the polls show that most people
in richer countries want to control migration. To encourage
huge numbers to come can only increase adverse
environmental impacts and virtually always entails stealing
the brightest and best from poorer countries.

Yet your signatories are not alone in calling for free
movement for all. The normally excellent Global Justice Now
and the Green Party have made similar calls. But a snapshot
of the potential scale of such mass migration was provided by
a recent global Gallup poll, which showed that around 630
million of the world’s adults would like to leave their country
and move somewhere else permanently, with over 40 million
expressing a preference for the UK. So please can people go
and talk to the non-politically obsessed about what they
think, because UKIP and the right-wing across Europe are
already assiduously doing exactly that.
Colin Hines, East Twickenham, Middlesex
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The best newly published holiday reads, based on summer round-ups in the press

The Girls
by Emma Cline
Chatto & Windus
£12.99 (£10.99)
A 27-year-old author,
a seven-figure deal,
and a thriller inspired
by the Charles
Manson murders:
“that is, crudely put,
the recipe for a summer bestseller”, said
The Times. A fictionalised account of
life in the cult, told from the perspective
of an unhappy 14-year-old, Cline’s debut
is a “thrilling read, and not merely
because of the sensationalist content”.
For a first novel, it’s “shockingly assured”,
said The Observer.

The Return
by Hisham Matar
Viking £14.99
(£12.99)
Matar’s father, a
Libyan dissident, was
kidnapped in Cairo
by Gaddafi’s secret
police in 1990, never
to be seen again. The
author’s long search for him has resulted
in this “extraordinary” memoir, a
meditation on “grief, exile and the bond
between a father and son”, said the
Financial Times. The book’s power is all
the greater “because Mitar’s anger
remains controlled, his belief in humanity
undimmed”, said The Guardian.

The Pier Falls
by Mark Haddon
Jonathan Cape
£16.99 (£13.99)
Depending on your
“level of perversity”,
the title story of
Haddon’s short story
collection – an
unsparing account of
a pier collapsing on a July day – is “either
perfect beach reading, or perfectly terrible
beach reading”, said The Guardian. But
the collection as a whole is “exquisite”,
said The Times. Haddon, best known for
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the
Night-Time, is a “master of foreboding”
who writes “darkly comic prose”.

Guilty Thing
by Frances
Wilson
Bloomsbury £25
(£22.50, incl. p&p)
This “quirky”
biography of Thomas
De Quincey, “literary
history’s most famous
drug addict”, follows
the laudanum-quaffing author from
“brilliant childhood” through to
“rackety adulthood”, said The Times.
“Ingeniously structured” and “beautifully
written”, it’s “full of arresting insights
into celebrity and hero-worship”, said
The Observer. “The most enjoyable
journey into hell you’ll ever take,” said
The Guardian.

All That
Man Is
by David Szalay
Jonathan Cape
£14.99 (£12.99)
Offering an “astute
and entertaining
survey of the state of
the modern European
male”, Szalay’s novel
focuses on nine men “facing an impasse at
different points in their lives,” said the FT.
Richly fulfilling the promise of Szalay’s
earlier work, this has all you expect to
find in a novel, said The Guardian, from
its powerful writing, so “exact and
penetrating”, to its theme – “all about
how we’re mixed up inextricably with the
rest of Europe”.

The Wicked
Boy
by Kate
Summerscale
Bloomsbury £16.99
(£14.99)
In 1895, 13-year-old
Robert Coombes
“stabbed his mother
to death in her bed
while his father was away”, said The Mail
on Sunday. Summerscale’s account of the
crime, Coombes’s trial and subsequent life
is both “fascinating” and “unexpectedly
touching”. Both in prison and after his
release, Coombes led an “exemplary life”,
said The Times – which makes this not
merely a story of “crime and moral panic”,
but also one of “redemption”.

The
Vegetarian
by Han Kang
Portobello £7.99
(£6.49)
Winner of the
Man Booker
International Prize,
this short South
Korean novel has a
“peculiar” premise, said The Times: an
unremarkable man meets an unremarkable
woman; they marry; then one night she has
a dream that compels her to become a
vegetarian – “at which point the tale goes
nuclear”. Both “dreamy and nightmarish”,
this is “easily” one of the best books of
recent times, said The Guardian.

The Little Red
Chairs
by Edna O’Brien
Faber & Faber
£7.99 (£6.49)
This “forceful and at
times brutal” novel,
O’Brien’s first in a
decade, imagines
what would have
happened had the Serbian war criminal
Radovan Karadžic been in hiding in rural
Ireland, said the Financial Times. But it
then “expands outwards” to become a
“moving exploration” of the lives of
immigrants in the UK today. And that
makes it “particularly important” in these
“dark days”.

Dictator
by Robert Harris
Arrow £7.99
(£5.99)
The third and final
book in Harris’s
“brilliant” trilogy
about the Roman
orator and politician
Cicero begins in 58BC
with his return to Rome from exile, said
The Mail on Sunday. Harris’s “genius”
is to make the complexities of Roman
politics seem “immediate to his readers”.
A “masterful dissection of the way ideals,
careerism and ambition jockey for
primacy in a great politician’s mind”,
said the Financial Times.

To order these titles from The Week Bookshop at the bracketed price, call 020-3176 3835, or visit www.theweek.co.uk/bookshop

Paperbacks

Hardbacks
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Drama

Theatre

Harry Potter and
the Cursed Child

Playwright: Jack Thorne
Based on an original new story
by J.K. Rowling, Jack Thorne

and John Tiffany

Director: John Tiffany

Palace Theatre,
London W1

(0330-333 4813)

Running time:
Part one: 2hrs 45mins
Part two: 2hrs 35mins
(including intervals)

★★★★

Musical

Jesus Christ
Superstar

Music: Andrew Lloyd Webber
Lyrics: Tim Rice

Director: Timothy Sheader

Open Air Theatre,
Regent’s Park,
London NW1

Until 27 August
(0844-826 4242)

Running time:
1hr 58mins

(including interval)

★★★★

“It is, quite simply,
spellbinding,” said Matt
Trueman in Variety. “The Show
That Lived Up to Expectations
– and Then Some.” Harry
Potter and the Cursed Child,
which has opened to the press
after weeks of previews, is “a
proper theatrical blockbuster”;
and not just at the box office –
though it looks set to run for
years – but onstage too: a
“captivating story given a
spectacular staging and a big,
big heart”. The narrative is
driven by the unlikely
friendship of two bullied boys
bound together – Harry
Potter’s son Albus and Draco
Malfoy’s son Scorpius – and
it’s “a beautiful, tender thing”. But the show’s
real triumph is in its astonishing magical effects.
Broomsticks hop into their owners’ hands.
Wands spit jets of fire, blasting wizards into the
air. “Bodies vanish, balloon and transfigure.
Ears shoot steam. Objects levitate.” This is total
theatre – and, yes, “it’s magic”.

For once, the so-called “theatrical event of the
year” is just that, agreed Henry Hitchings in the
London Evening Standard. Presented in two
instalments that together weigh in at more than
five hours, the Cursed Child is “packed with
pathos”, dazzling stagecraft and moments of
pure enchantment. On occasion, the need to
explain some of the time-travelling plot’s more

ticklish details stalls the
dramatic momentum. But the
characterisation of the first-rate
cast is always “richly
convincing”. Jamie Parker is a
likeable grown-up Harry; Paul
Thornley’s Ron has an
“effortless goofy appeal”, and
Noma Dumezweni brings a
“sober authority” to
Hermione. The pick of the
performances, though, comes
from Anthony Boyle – hilarious
as Scorpius Malfoy and “surely
set to be a fan favourite”.

Never before has Rowling’s
world felt so “vividly,
gaspingly, joyously real”, said
Andrzej Lukowski in Time
Out. Director John Tiffany and

the whole “world-class team” behind the show
have “played a blinder”. Jamie Harrison
deserves his own special Olivier for his illusion
work, while Neil Austin’s lighting is
“stupendous” and Steven Hoggett’s movement
direction adds an “intense, ritualistic air that
heightens everything”. In sum, this wonderful
show will “raise the benchmark for family
entertainment for years to come”, said
Dominic Cavendish in The Daily Telegraph.
“Keep the Secret” runs the show’s “fearsome”
audience campaign to keep mum about all the
surprises. But as for the fact that this show is a
glorious triumph: “spread the word, by owl or
any other means”.

Jesus Christ Superstar was “an
early godsend” for Lloyd
Webber and Rice, said Dominic
Cavendish in The Daily
Telegraph: a 1970 concept
album that “begat a long-
running stage show that begat a
hugely popular film”. It’s a
mystery why this “catchy-as-
hell” musical hasn’t been seen in
the West End for 20 years.
“Praise be”, then, for this
glorious staging. And if it takes
a while for us to be “fully
converted” (the second half is by
far the more thrilling), there’s no
doubting the evening’s ultimate
triumph. Each song is sung with
such feeling that “the soul of the
piece” comes roaring through.
And as the night sky darkens, Superstar’s
“youthful potency and Christ-like radicalism”
are reborn in the nick of time. “Hallelujah!”

Lloyd Webber’s score is “thrilling, careening
from bombastic, grinding guitar freak-outs and
lung-busting ballads to lilting melodies and
rousing chorales”, said Sam Marlowe in The
Times. And it is put across with such “full-
throated joy that at times it’s like witnessing a
minor miracle”. Declan Bennett’s guitar-playing,
hipster Jesus is part cult leader, part rock star,
and he gives the “huge, soul-tearing Gethsemane
a rendition of unstinting power and passion”.
Tyrone Huntley’s Judas fizzes with “wired

energy and anguish”, and sings
“like an angel”. Anoushka Lucas
is a “touching, unaffected” Mary
Magdalene and David Thaxton is
“grippingly imposing” as Pilate.

Timothy Sheader offers “some
of the most stylish direction I’ve
seen all year”, said Fiona
Mountford in the London
Evening Standard, sculpting each
segment “into something distinct,
vivid and compelling”. Indeed,
this “modern mystery play” is
altogether the “best show of the
year” so far, said Quentin Letts
in the Daily Mail. “Shorn of
hippy excesses, infused with
melancholy”, Sheader’s fantastic
production is “a work of rare
mission and artistic merit”. At

the final preview, there were audience members
weeping, and “as Christ was crucified a young
woman behind me shouted: ‘I love you, Jesus!’”
Cue a “stomping ovation” – richly deserved.

Stars reflect the overall quality of reviews and our own independent assessment (4 stars=don’t miss; 1 star=don’t bother)

“A work of rare merit”

Parker as the grown-up Harry

CD of the week
Nao: For All We Know
RCA £7.99
Nao’s “delicious” debut is the perfect summer
soundtrack: her “spacious, soulful digital funk
and high, playful vocals scream out for
sunshine, top-down driving and long, hazy
nights” (Sunday Times).
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Film

“Is it possible to gather a group of men
together without the mood becoming
competitive?” Evidently not, where
Chevalier is concerned , said Allan Hunter
in the Daily Express. It’s a “wry” Greek-
language comedy in which six men, on a
yachting holiday in the Aegean, decide to
play an elaborate game to determine which
of them is the “best in general”. Their
many contests include skimming stones,
Ikea flat-pack assembly, and a comparison
of penis size.

This satire on machismo pursues its “logical illogic” with fierce
determination, said Tara Brady in The Irish Times. And it is at its
most “engaging” when it focuses on its characters’ concealed

insecurities. (“My thighs aren’t fat,” one
character assures himself repeatedly in
private.) Chevalier is “funny and likeable”,
and the acting is “fine”, said Brian Viner in
the Daily Mail. What I didn’t buy was the
dialogue, which was co-written by director
Athina Rachel Tsangari. Since when has a
group of guys spent time speculating as to
what kind of fruit they might be?

I was a big fan of Tsangari’s debut, the
“cheerfully bizarre” Attenberg (2010), said

Peter Bradshaw in The Guardian. But I’m sorry to say that this
black comedy, despite its promising set-up, feels as if it has been
“grown in an arthouse film-festival laboratory”. Like the yacht
where it takes place, it’s “going nowhere”.

Chevalier ★★

A schematic satire on machismo Dir: Athina Rachel Tsangari 1hr 45mins (18)

The plot of this latest Star Trek movie
resembles nothing so much as an episode
of the original 1960s TV show, said Tom
Huddleston in Time Out. The crew of the
Starship Enterprise crash-lands on an alien
planet. “They get into a spot of bother and
Captain Kirk punches an alien. The end.”
The film-makers’ only aim seems to be to
entertain their audience – and it’s an
ambition, it must be said, in which they
spectacularly succeed.

Star Trek’s appeal has always lain in the contrasting characters
of its crew members, and that’s something this instalment gets
spot on, said Peter Bradshaw in The Guardian. Chris Pine and
Simon Pegg are both on fine form as the bold Kirk and nerdy

engineer Scotty, but it’s Zachary Quinto’s
imperturbable Spock that’s the “real star”
of this movie. The weakest link is Idris
Elba as the villain Krall, said Kate Muir in
The Times. He seems to want to destroy
the universe, but it’s hard to tell since his
face is obscured by a “prosthetic blue
lizard mask”.

It’s a great relief to find that Star Trek
Beyond “doesn’t take itself too seriously”,
said Wendy Ide in The Observer. But the

script, which was co-written by Pegg, is baffling at times. In the
action scenes, it relies on “the ‘shout something incomprehensible,
do something inexplicable’ technique”. I was left “feeling battered
by asteroids and not entirely sure what was going on”.

Star Trek Beyond ★★★

Solid instalment in the long-running sci-fi franchise Dir: Justin Lin 2hrs (12A)

“Loneliness. Ache. Despair. And the
impossibility of true interpersonal
connection.” These are just “some of the
giddy treats” offered by Steven
Spielberg’s “elegiac” adaptation of
Roald Dahl’s classic children’s story,
The BFG, said Kevin Maher in The
Times. It may lack the wacky wisecracks
we’ve recently come to expect from
children’s films, but this is nevertheless a
“family-friendly blockbuster” you won’t
want to miss. It boasts scary villains, a
“note-perfect” turn from 11-year-old
newcomer Ruby Barnhill, and Mark
Rylance’s “strongest” screen performance yet as the eponymous
giant. All this is underpinned by a moving script by the writer of
E.T., the late Melissa Mathison. And the result is a “powerful,
thoughtful film that is unafraid of sadness, untroubled by
formula and uninterested in playing it safe”.

Set in the early 1980s, the movie opens with a little girl named
Sophie (played by Barnhill) gazing out of the window of her
London orphanage. Amid the shadows, she spots a looming
figure which, seconds later, reaches in and grabs her. It’s a
“terrifying moment” which ushers in a “gentle, funny and truly
spectacular” cinematic experience, said Peter Bradshaw in The
Guardian. Whisked away to Giant Country, Sophie soon realises
her captor is a “big friendly giant”, a tender soul who benignly
blows dreams into children’s heads at night through a long

trumpet. In short, he’s “a neat fit” for
that other famous purveyor of dreams,
Spielberg himself, said Robbie Collin in
The Daily Telegraph. Who else would
have devoted such loving care to the
“infinitesimally detailed motion-capture
technology” that creates Rylance’s
monumentally magnified face?

More’s the pity that Spielberg chose to
“sanitise” the gruesome elements I
loved as a child, asked Camilla Long in
The Sunday Times. In the book, the
BFG’s psychotic man-eating

neighbours, who bully him relentlessly as a “runt”, distinguish
the flavours, with epicurean relish, of different nationalities of
human. (Turkish people taste of turkey, the Greeks are greasy,
and so on.) Wonderful stuff, all missing here. And the plot is
hampered by excessive focus on the surrogate father-daughter
relationship, said Henry Fitzherbert in the Sunday Express: it
moves too slowly. The pace only picks up near the end, when
Sophie and the BFG resolve to put a stop to the giants’ beastly
ways, and head to London to enlist the aid of the Queen
(Penelope Wilton). The ensuing scene, in which Her Majesty
delivers a salvo of “whizpoppers” after taking a swig of wind-
inducing “frobscottle”, is “pure Dahl”, said Matthew Bond in
The Mail on Sunday. Yet it’s the pathos, not the silliness, of this
film that stays with you. It has fared badly at the US box office,
but don’t be put off. It’s a lovely, minor-key delight.

The BFG ★★★★

A touching adaptation of Roald Dahl’s children’s classic Dir: Steven Spielberg 1hr 57mins (PG)

“Gentle, funny and truly spectacular”
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It seems extraordinary to think there
was ever a debate about the validity
of colour photography as art, said
Ben Luke in the London Evening
Standard. Yet as recently as the
1970s, many considered the medium
“frivolous” and unworthy of serious
attention. At the “eye of the storm”
was the “famously enigmatic”
American photographer William
Eggleston, whose images of life in the
Deep South captured a “shifting
world” in which the conservative
traditions of the Bible Belt collided
with “shiny modern motor cars”,
fast-food joints and the trappings of
youth culture. At the time, critics
savaged his work for its “apparent
banality”, but Eggleston had the last
laugh. This new exhibition at the
National Portrait Gallery brings
together around 100 of his portraits
from the 1960s to the present day. It
includes many of his most famous
images – among them some of the
most “resonant” photographs ever
taken – as well as a host of
“unexpected gems”, and proves that
he is “not just a great photographer
but a great artist too”.

Championing colour from the mid-
1960s, when most art photographers
shot only in black and white,
Eggleston used a palette of “intense reds and washed-out greens”
that make his photographs feel “not so much heated as sticky to
the touch”, said Mark Hudson in The Daily Telegraph. “There’s

a muggy, decadent quality to
his images of beleaguered diners, gas
stations and un-airconditioned
bedrooms.” Born into a well-off
Memphis family, he was a master of
the Southern Gothic: you can see
why David Lynch has cited him as a
prime influence. But to make this a
show of his portraits seems a bit
odd. His best-known work isn’t
devoid of people, but it tends to be
the locations that stick in the mind,
while the photographs he took of
well-known figures – Joe Strummer,
Eudora Welty – offer “little sense of
the exploration of personality you
associate with a real portrait”.

But the point about Eggleston’s
work, said Adrian Searle in The
Guardian, is that everything is a
portrait – “less of a moment than of
a place and an age”. A man
“swallowing a burger and staring at
it with a kind of avarice; a curator in
a phone booth; a bloke on a bed; a
woman alone at the side of a long
and empty road; a girlfriend in tears
– each photograph is freighted with
untold stories”. In this marvellous,
compact show, we see his parents’
housekeeper, making a bed; a
teenager pushing trolleys outside a
supermarket in the late afternoon

sun; and his uncle, standing by his car with his black driver. These
are ordinary events, but the photographs so capture their
atmosphere and tension, they are extraordinary.

Exhibition of the week William Eggleston: Portraits
National Portrait Gallery, London WC2 (020-7306 0055, www.npg.org.uk). Until 23 October

This group show sets out to trace the
changing face of British society over
the past century, and our shifting
attitudes to class and identity, through
the eyes of a diverse range of
photographers. How successful a
conceit like this can ever be is open to
question, but the quality of the work is
not. From Emil Otto Hoppé’s 1930s
images of servants and city gents, to
Mahtab Hussain’s photo of a young
girl in a red hijab, via Henri Cartier-
Bresson’s famous picture of a derelict
man lying in front of the crowds
gathering to watch George VI’s
coronation procession, there isn’t
a single dud shot in the show.
Some convey optimism, for instance
Frank Habicht’s 1960s photo of young
people relaxing on an Earl’s Court
rooftop; others are grimly foreboding –

notably Raymond Depardon’s
ghostly images of Glasgow in 1980,
and Neil Libbert’s pictures of the
Brixton riots; but none are superfluous.
Social history or not, this show is
fascinating and compelling. Prices
range from £1,000 to £15,800.

3-5 Swallow St, London W1
(020-7434 4319). Until 17 September

Untitled, 1965 (Memphis, Tennessee)

Where to buy…
The Week reviews an
exhibition in a private gallery

An Ideal for Living
at Beetles & Huxley

Parlour Maids by Bill Brandt (1936)

Several medieval
images of Adam
and Eve, which
had been
censored by some
prudish former
owner, have now
been restored to
their naked glory
by conservators
working in
partnership with
mathematicians
and theoretical
physicists. The
Primer of Claude of France was commissioned
in 1505, and featured images of the biblical
couple naked in the Garden of Eden, and then –
after eating from the Tree of Knowledge –
covered by fig leaves. Their nudity is an
essential part of the Bible story, yet at some
point after the illuminated manuscript was
created in France, and before it was brought to
England by Viscount Fitzwilliam in 1808,
someone painted a skirt over Adam’s genitals,
and a veil over Eve’s. Now, curators at the
Fitzwilliam Museum have restored the work,
using a combination of infrared imaging (to
reveal the original paintwork) and mathematical
modelling to reconstruct the missing bits.

Immodesty restored
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Showing now
Ragnar Kjartansson at the Barbican, London
EC2 (020-7638 4141). The quirky, often
moving work of this Icelandic conceptual artist
blends the “sublime and the ridiculous” to
tremendous effect (London Evening Standard).
Ends 4 September.

Facing the World at the Scottish National
Portrait Gallery, Edinburgh (0131-624 6200).
Comparing modern selfies with classic self-
portraits provides “a perfect excuse to assemble
some of the greats”, from Watteau to Warhol
(Sunday Times). Ends 16 October.

Book now
In the nostalgic setting of Margate’s old-style
Dreamland fun park, the By The Sea rock
festival boasts a line-up that includes Bat for
Lashes and Mystery Jets. When you want a
break from the music, you can take a turn
on the big dipper. 30 September-1 October
(www.bytheseafestival.com).

Based on a thriller by Georges Simenon, David
Hare’s new play The Red Barn focuses on two
couples struggling home through the snow after

a party. Not everyone makes it. The cast
will include Mark Strong and Hope Davis.
Lyttelton Theatre, London SE1, 6 October-
19 November (www.nationaltheatre.org.uk).

Just out in paperback
The Bolt Supremacy: Inside Jamaica’s
Sprint Factory by Richard Moore (Yellow
Jersey £9.99). Why is Jamaica so good at
producing sprinters? Moore investigates, serving
up a “great story” that provides a perfect
“warm-up for the Rio Olympics” (Times).

Through the Glass
Mountain by Martina
Evans, 2013 (Bloom Books
£4.99). Martina Evans has a
wonderfully witty view on the
world. This story of a young
girl wrestling with growing up
and unwanted pregnancy is
beautifully lyrical. It made me
both laugh out loud and want
to cry.

Talking It Over by Julian
Barnes, 1991 (Vintage £9.99).
It would be a struggle to
choose a favourite book by
Julian Barnes. This one
demonstrates his astonishing
versatility when it comes to
style and form. Three endlessly
amusing narrators present their
own account of their complex

relationship in a tale that
unfolds teasingly.

In the Forest by Edna
O’Brien, 2002 (Weidenfeld &
Nicolson £8.99). I find Edna
O’Brien to be wildly brave.
Her books often draw on real
events, as this one does. From
the outset the reader is told
that three people will be
murdered. You long to turn
the page, but even at its
darkest moments the prose
drips like honey.

Possession: A Romance
by A.S. Byatt, 1990 (Vintage
£9.99). It’s a mystery and a
love story, it tantalises, skips
between eras, utilises letters
and poems and diary entries.

It is several books in one and
each beautifully written.

Paddy Clarke Ha Ha Ha by
Roddy Doyle, 1993 (Vintage
£7.99). I am in awe of Roddy
Doyle’s humour. This is the
story of a boy whose family is
falling apart. Told through a
child’s eyes, it is marvellously
well observed.

The Sister Brothers by
Patrick deWitt, 2011 (Granta
Books £8.99). Told in the style
of a western, this tale of
brothers who work as assassins
is surreal at times, with a cast
of unforgettable characters.
It shares the suspenseful
storyline and humour of all
the books that I enjoy.

Best books… Suzanne O’Sullivan
The neurologist Suzanne O’Sullivan selects her six favourite books. Her
own latest book, It’s All In Your Head: Stories from the Frontline of
Psychosomatic Illness, is available from Vintage at £8.99

The Week’s guide to what’s worth seeing and reading

Ragnar Kjartansson at the Barbican

Television
Programmes
Britain’s Pompeii: A
Village Lost in Time
Professor Alice Roberts
presents the treasures of a
Bronze Age village, which
were found miraculously
preserved in the peat of the
Cambridgeshire fens. Tue 2
Aug, BBC4 9pm (60mins).

NYPD: Biggest Gang in
New York? An unflinching
look at the controversial issue
of police brutality in the US,
focusing on the force known
as “New York’s finest”. Tue 2
Aug, BBC1 10.45pm (45mins).

Mo Farah: Race of His Life
A documentary charting Mo
Farah’s extreme training
regime in the build-up to this
year’s Rio Olympics. Thur 4
Aug, BBC1 9pm (60mins).

The 80s with Dominic
Sandbrook: The Sound of
the Crowd Historian Dominic
Sandbrook explains how
consumerism swept the UK,
giving rise to the excesses of
yuppie culture. Thur 4 Aug,
BBC2 9pm (60mins).

Films
Sweet Sixteen (2002)
Powerful social-realist drama
from Ken Loach, about a
teenager determined to raise
the money to buy a decent
home for his mother. Sat 30
July, BBC4 11.40pm (105mins).

The Imitation Game (2014)
Benedict Cumberbatch’s
absorbing portrayal of maths
genius Alan Turing, who
cracked Germany’s Enigma
code in WWII. Sun 31 July, C4
9pm (130mins).

Buried (2010) In this
disturbing thriller, Ryan
Reynolds plays a truck driver
in Iraq who is kidnapped and
buried alive. Not for the
claustrophobic. Sun 31 July,
BBC2 11.30pm (90mins).

Titles in print are available from The Week Bookshop on 020-3176 3835. For out-of-print books visit www.bibliofind.com

Coming up for auction
Auctions are few and far
between over the summer,
but Christie’s Interiors
sale is a highlight. Amid a
fine selection of furniture and
ornaments are two handsome
Fauve-style views of Venice
painted by maverick British
artist John Bratby, to be sold
as a pair (est. £3,000-
£5,000). 17 August, South
Kensington, London SW7
(020-7930 6074).

The Archers: what happened last week
Toby has pulled out of the cricket match, leaving captain Harrison with only ten men. Rex thinks his
absence is owing to a woman rather than injury, little knowing he has begun an affair with Pip, on
whom Rex himself has a crush. The team wins the cricket match despite its disadvantage, thanks to
a couple of brilliant catches by Harrison. Pip notices David has made too much silage, meaning
there will no longer be enough grass for the dairy cows. Pip and Ruth agree they will have to open
the silage clamp. At a meeting of the fête committee, Lynda is horrified by the newfangled
suggestions of a samba band and pop-up tea room offering Brazilian treats. When Fallon disagrees,
Lynda resigns from the committee. On learning that she has got the job she applied for, Alice
invites Pip to join her for a drink to celebrate. Pip declines and Alice teases her, saying she must
have a man on the go. That night, Pip ejects Toby from her bedroom, reminding him of their
agreement: they are friends with “a shared hobby”. As he leaves, he is spotted by Jill.
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Houses with fishing rights

Wiltshire: The Cross Cottage, Middle Woodford. A Grade II renovated
cottage with wide river frontage on the River Avon, and single bank fishing
rights. The house sits in a picturesque village in the Woodford Valley. Master
bed, 2 further beds, shower, 2 WCs, kitchen, 2 receps, garden room, garage,
terrace, lawned gardens. £515,000; Myddelton & Major (01722-337575).

Gloucestershire: The Toll House,
Mythe Bridge, Tewkesbury. A Grade II
former toll house and 1-bed cottage in an
extraordinary position on the eastern side
of the River Severn, with a pontoon with
fishing and mooring rights. Master bed
with balcony, 1 further bed, family bath,
breakfast/kitchen, shower, 1 recep,
bed 3/study, garage, workshop, garden.
£495,000; Savills (01242-548000).

Oxfordshire:
North Aston Mill.
North Aston.
A renovated,
converted Grade II
mill house set in
about 30 acres of
beautiful gardens
and grounds which
include a mill
pond, water
meadows and
fishing on the River
Cherwell. Master
suite, guest suite,
4 further beds,
2 further baths,
breakfast/kitchen,
3 receps, hall,
library, utility,
1-bed guest
annexe, garaging,
stabling,
outbuildings,
heated swimming
pool. £2.25m;
Strutt & Parker
(01865-366645).

▲

▲

▲



33on the market

30 July 2016 THE WEEK

on the market

Kent: Millers
House, Chartham.
A Grade II wing
of a converted
watermill set on the
banks of the River
Stour. The house
dates from the 19th
century, when it
was part of the
original Millers
Corn Mill, and has
gardens backing
onto the river, with
fishing rights.
Master suite, 2
further beds, family
bath, kitchen, 3
receps, cloakroom,
garden, garage,
parking area, 0.4
acres. £600,000;
Strutt & Parker
(01227-451123).

Norfolk: White
Cottage, The Common,
Fleggburgh. A unique
award-winning cob and
straw-bale eco home in
the heart of the Norfolk
Broads, with private
access to some of the
best coarse fishing in
East Anglia. The
secluded property has a
cob studio by the water
that was shortlisted for
this year’s Shed of the
Year. 3 beds, family
bath, kitchen/dining
room, utility, long
sitting room, orchard,
large shed, cob studio,
garden with two pizza
ovens. £530,000;
Move On Properties
(0161-797 9000).

Somerset: Riverside,
Mells. A pretty cottage with
river frontage in the heart
of this picturesque village
on the River Mells. 3 beds,
family bath, breakfast/
kitchen, 3 receps, hall,
cloakroom, boot room,
garden, parking, 1-bed
annexe, 0.5 acres. £795,000;
Savills (01225-474550).

Oxfordshire: Alvescot House,
Alvescot. A Grade II Georgian house
set in around 22 acres of landscaped
gardens and grounds, with a trout
lake and a wildlife lake. 3 suites, 3
further beds, 2 further baths, kitchen,
4 receps, study, cinema room, pantry,
breakfast room, cloakroom, 1-bed
studio, swimming pool complex,
stable block, paddock. £4.95m;
Strutt & Parker (020-7318 5095).

Durham: The Old Vicarage, Gainford. A Grade II former vicarage
dating from the early 1800s, with gardens overlooking the River Tees, and
fishing rights. 7 beds, 3 baths, kitchen, 3 receps, hall, morning room,
conservatory, boot room, utility, cloakroom, cellar, study, stores, garage,
outbuildings, 3-bed adjoining cottage. £1m; Savills (01325-370500).

▲

▲

▲

▲

▲

Herefordshire: Phocle Lake,
Phocle Green, Ross-on-Wye. A
rare chance to buy a fishing lake,
2-bed holiday cabin and 2-bed
owner’s house with lake terrace,
set in 4.74 acres. The lake has
more than 30 fishing platforms
and is home to a variety of
species, from carp to tench and
rainbow trout. £595,000;
Andrew Grant (01905-734735).

▲
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Most wine lovers know a bit about
sauvignon blancs, says Susy Atkins in
The Daily Telegraph. The French Loire

style is light, crisp and lemony,
while the stronger New World
version is packed with perfumed
ripe gooseberry. But this popular
grape plays a more complex role
in Bordeaux wines – subtly
rounded but dry, without

sweetness. Here are three splendid examples:

Château Thieuley Bordeaux Sec 2015
(£8.50; The Wine Society). A well-judged,
nicely poised white with notes of citrus peel
and custard cream biscuits; mainly sauvignon
blanc and semillon, with a little sauvignon
gris. It is great value, too.

Château Tour Léognan 2012, Pessac-
Léognan, Bordeaux (£14.99; selected
Waitrose stores). Two-thirds sauvignon blanc
to one-third semillon, with spicy notes of
fresh orange zest and preserved lemons, and
a mineral-fresh finish.

Le G De Guiraud 2014, Bordeaux Blanc
Sec (£11.50; www.laywheeler.com). A 50:50
split between sauvignon and semillon, this is
very dry, with great finesse and delicacy, and
leaves a lingering flavour of fresh pears.

What the experts recommend: London restaurants
Randall & Aubin 16 Brewer Street,
London W1 (020-7287 4447)
Soho has changed beyond recognition in
the past 20 years, says Tim Hayward in
the FT – but seafood restaurant Randall &
Aubin has been a constant, and a joy.
These days you can’t book, but if diners
are still willing to queue for a restaurant
after two decades, it suggests it’s doing
something right. Inside, there is still tile
and marble on every surface, and a maze
of benches with high stools. And the food
remains, for the most part, marvellous.
Their crab, for example, is some of the
“freshest and best-looked-after crustacea
it’s been my pleasure to neck”. Lesser
restaurants buy their crabs “pre-dressed,
hold them like stiffs in a refrigerator and
serve them with the wrinkle marks of the
cling film still visible in the meat”. At
R&A, they’ve been “dismembered at the
last minute, eviscerated with chilling
competence and fluffed artfully”.
Elsewhere, a slab of seared tuna has been
mystifyingly billed as a carpaccio, but pan-
fried cod with cockles and cauliflower
purée is delicious, and the spaghettini
marinara is “stupendous”. Three courses,
about £40pp, plus drinks and service.

Blandford Comptoir 1 Blandford Street,
London W1 (020-7935 4626)
These are dark days for Brexit-spooked
Londoners, says Jay Rayner in The
Observer. But eating at Blandford

Comptoir is the culinary equivalent of
having a steadying hand placed on your
shoulder and being told that everything
is going to be okay. This swanky-but-
relaxed new Italian on the fringes of
Marylebone serves “unapologetically high-
bourgeois” food: “it’s the edible equivalent
of a well-groomed chap in a smoking
jacket and velvet slippers with a bulb of
aged brandy warming in his palm”.
Sicilian red prawns are served raw, the
tails both sweet and sticky. Two fat
scallops perch on a heap of fresh peas and
podded green beans. Courgette flowers are
filled with goat’s curd and deep-fried. And

best of all are “chunky-thighed” legs of
quail, quick roasted, and glazed with “the
sort of intense sticky reduction you chase
around the bottom of the roasting pan
with one fat finger. (You don’t do that?
Oh.)” Meal for two, including wine and
service, £90-£140.

Park Chinois 17 Berkeley Street, London
W1 (020-3327 8888)
Alan Yau is the man who brought the
world Wagamama and Hakkasan – and
turned Asian minimalism, ramen, katsu
and dim sum into dining staples, says
Kathryn Flett in The Daily Telegraph.
But it is clear from Park Chinois – his
fabulously gaudy and fun attempt to evoke
a Shanghai supper-club of the 1930s – that
Yau is very much over the “blond wood,
challenging acoustics and egalitarianism”
that were typical of his earlier ventures.
This is a restaurant designed – and priced
– to allow the wealthy Chinese “who own
some of the nicest bits of London” to
celebrate their good fortune by “starring in
their own carefully stage-managed, quasi-
historical, dinnerscape-drama”. In such a
context, the food could almost be an
irrelevance – were it not so “outrageously
good”. My starters, Cornish crab wonton,
taro and pork ribs with black beans, and
scallop dumplings, were divine. My main
of noodles with sea urchin, pancetta and
scrambled egg – just as good. Lunch for
two: £100-plus.

Randall & Aubin: tiles and marble everywhere

• Preheat the oven to
200°C. In an ovenproof
dish, toss the onions and
tomatoes with some oil,
salt and a drizzle of
balsamic. Roast in the
preheated oven for about
15 minutes, until the skins
of the tomatoes crack
open and the onions are
beginning to caramelise.
Remove but leave the oven on.
• Heat a saucepan over a medium
heat. Using a pastry brush, coat the
aubergine slices with oil on both sides.
Fry in the hot pan until golden brown
on both sides and just tender. Transfer

to a dish and add a
generous drizzle of oil.
Season well.
• Layer the aubergine
slices in a casserole dish
with the tomatoes,
onions and basil leaves
(reserve a few for
serving). Pour over the
cream, drizzle on some
oil and bake in the oven

for 15-20 minutes, until bubbling and
golden on top.
• Remove from the oven. Tear the
remaining basil leaves and scatter
over the top of the gratin. Serve
immediately.

Recipe of the week

Serves 4-6 2 red onions, sliced 10 ripe cherry tomatoes extra virgin olive oil
balsamic vinegar 3 aubergines, topped, tailed and cut into 1cm slices a handful

of fresh basil leaves 100ml single cream sea salt and freshly ground black pepper

The velvety texture of this dish just screams “bad for you”, but in fact it’s
packed full of vegetables and requires only a little cream. Aubergine is utterly

sensational when seasoned well, and this is the perfect dish for it

Wine choice

Aubergine gratin

Taken from 101 Vegetarian BBQ & Grill Recipes, published by Ryland Peters
& Small at £12.99. To buy from The Week bookshop for £10.99, call 020-3176

3835 or visit www.theweek.co.uk/bookshop.
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Consumer

New cars: what the critics say

Tips… how to grow
Mediterranean herbs

And for those w
have everything…

Hyundai Ioniq Hybrid
from £19,995

Car Magazine
With its new car, Hyundai
has a very clear rival in
its sights. The Ioniq is
designed to outdo the
Toyota Prius, which has
dominated the hybrid
market since its launch
almost two decades ago.
And despite its silly name,
Hyundai’s “eco warrior”
could pose a serious threat:
it has a “less affronting”
appearance than its rival,
and is aggressively priced,
undercutting the Prius by
around £3,000.

Auto Express
The Ioniq is without
doubt the more attractive
of the two cars: while
hardly groundbreaking,
the design is appealingly
“swoopy” and “slippery”.
The “solidly built”
interior is undermined
by some hard plastics,
which lend the car a cheap
feel, but there’s a good
range of gadgets on
offer. The seats are fairly
comfortable, and there’s
plenty of space and a
generous 443-litre boot.

The Daily Telegraph
No hybrid will satisfy true
driving enthusiasts. But
the Ioniq does a better job
than most: it turns into
corners well, and offers
a comfortable ride and
impressive refinement.
The engine is quiet, with
the electric motor cutting
in and out “effectively”,
though braking is a bit
choppy. This is a “good
effort” from Hyundai
– good enough to make
the competition look
“a bit overpriced”.

● “Mediterranean” herbs – thyme, sage,
rosemary, oregano, coriander, tarragon and
fennel – need as much exposure to the sun
as possible. Try to get rid of any shade,
even from other plants in the same
container or bed.
● These herbs all need the same kind of
soil, and can be grown in the same bed
or container.
● They actually prefer poor soil. And
although they need watering, they won’t
thrive if they sit in wet soil, so good
drainage is key: if they’re in a pot, the water
should flow through it and out of the
drainage holes almost immediately.
● Mediterranean herbs grow well in pots,
but make sure they don’t become too
constricted. The roots will want to range
freely in search of moisture – so if they look
cramped, move the plant to a bigger pot.
● Some herbs require ruthlessness: sage
and oregano, in particular, need to be cut
back repeatedly.

SOURCE: DAILY MAIL SOURCE: STUFF SOURCE: THE DAILY TELEGRAPH
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A “smart” bedside lamp, the Yeelight lights
up in 16 million different colour tones.

You can programme it using a smartphone
app, and dim it by running your finger
around its edge. In “wake-up” mode, it

will slowly light up in the half-hour
before your phone alarm goes off.
£53.50; www.xiaomi-mi.com

Polesden Lacey, an Edwardian country
estate in Surrey, is putting on “bat walks”
on selected evenings. Guided by rangers,
you watch and listen as the bats fly past
(2 August-29 September; £8 adults,
£4 children; www.nationaltrust.org.uk).
Chatsworth, an hour’s drive from Sheffield
and Nottingham, hosts a “family wildtime”
day next Saturday. Visitors will build a den,
using materials from the Stand Wood, and
make a “bug hotel” to take home (6 August;
£15 adults, £14 child; www.chatsworth.org).
Saffron Walden Maze Festival, an hour
north of London, offers the chance to
explore the UK’s biggest turf maze, as well
as mazes created for the event. There’s also
music and storytelling (20-21 August; free;
www.saffronwaldenmazefestival.co.uk).
Belsay Hall, a castle just outside Newcastle,
holds “garden explorer” days. These offer
children the chance to plant their own
pumpkin, make garden art and go on a bug
hunt (until 2 September; £8.80 adults,
£5.20 child; www.english-heritage.co.uk).

The best… fitness trackers under £50

… family
days out near big cities

Fi bi Zip C pp g o
l thi g h Zi d

reliable job of tracking
s ps, and it uses GPS
t map your runs.
B yond that, however,
i ’ a bit limited – but it
d es benefit from a good
app (£50; www.fitbit.com

Up Move This clip-o
a well-designed

f e: you click to activat
rs light up on the fac

t ow how you’re doing
c rack sleep but works

pedometer (£40; ww
bone.com/store).

e k,
waterproof Shine is made
from aircraft-grade
aluminium. It tracks a
number of sports, among
them cycling and swimming
with its display lighting up t
progress. You can put it in y
a wrist strap (£31.71; store.misfit.com).

oo Now T e oo s
a , sophisticated

der, compatible
w wide range of

What really
uishes it,
er, are its training

f s: it offers guided
w ts, analysing

vements (£45;
ggle.co.uk).

ngs Go The water-
t Go can be clipped on
around your wrist –

a d i doubles as a watch,
th k o a screen with an E
I k di lay. It tracks running,
s i ing and sleeping, but
f reaks may want
s hing a bit more complex
( ww.withings.com).

Fitbit Zip pp g
thing, the Zip does a
iable job of tracking

Withings
resistant
or worn a
and it do
thanks to
Ink displ
swimming
fitness frea
something
(£50; www

-on

te it,
ce

ing. It
s best

www.

Fitbit Zip Clipping onto

Jawbone
tracker has

interface
and ba
to sho
can tr
as a p
jawbon

Misfit Shine The sleek

The Moov is
phisticated

reliab
steps,
to map
Bey
it’s a
doe
app

g,
o demonstrate your

your pocket, or buy

clothi
reliab

Fi

▲

▲

▲

▲

▲
who Where to find…

d t b

ood
com).

Moov Now
a superb,
all-round
with a wi
sports. W
distingui
howeve
features:
workouts,
your move

www.wiggl

o

▲



Find yours at Dell .co.uk/XPS
or call 0044 84 4444 3384

Windows 10. Do great things.

Subject to availability, prices(inc vat & shipping) and specifications are correct at date of publication and may change without notice Dell Corporation Limited. Registered in England.
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In the summer of 1920, J.M. Barrie
visited Eilean Shona, off the west coast
of Scotland, and found in its landscape
of “mighty pines and secret coves” the
inspiration for Neverland, says Tim
Moore in the Financial Times. Today,
as you approach by boat across the
“dark waters” of Loch Moidart, this
small island still “exudes an air of
ageless fantasy”. There are only a few,
scattered buildings on Eilean Shona,
which is privately owned by hoteliers
Vanessa Branson (sister of Richard) and
her husband, Robert Devereux. There
are no cars, no Wi-Fi, and just one shop,
which is open for two hours a week.

Most of the cottages on the island are
now holiday lets. The Old Schoolhouse
is a 45-minute walk from the jetty (provisions and luggage are
delivered by quad bike). It’s basic in one sense: there is no
electricity or mobile phone signal. But with wood fires burning,
and bottles “chilling in the propane-powered fridge”, it’s all very
comfortable. A highlight is the “vast roll-top bath” beside an

arched window, offering up an “epic,
unpeopled vista you will claim as your
own and never tire of”. Outside lies an
“endlessly explorable realm of bluebell
woods, gorse-speckled peat bogs” and
white sand beaches. You can wander
through the ruined crofters’ houses in
the valleys; paddle in pristine waters;
and look out for wildlife including pine
martens, otters and red squirrels.

It does help, of course, if the sun
shines while you are here. “In more
typical conditions”, what should be
a “delightful stroll” can turn into
a “windswept slither”. But in fine
weather, the days take on a “languid,
almost dreamy routine”, from being
woken by birdsong, to the hooting of

owls that soothes you to sleep. In fact, the “fairy-tale ambience”
is so pervading that you begin to wonder why woodland creatures
aren’t “skipping in through the window” to help you get dressed.
Eilean Shona (www.eileanshona.com) has cottages from £400 per
week. The Old Schoolhouse costs £1,250 per week (sleeps four).

This week’s dream: returning to Neverland

Getting the flavour of…

Golfing in St Andrews
Stay at Garden Cottage, Cupar,
and pop over to St Andrews for
a round. A week at the cottage
(sleeps five) costs from £600
(offer code pr10). 01738-
451610, www.cottages-and-
castles.co.uk. Until end Nov.

Discover the Lake District
A 7-night break at Monk
Coniston for a family walking
break costs from £795pp
(£397 for 11-16s; under-11s
free), full board. 020-3424
6162, www.hfholidays.co.uk.
Depart 13 August.

Austen’s Hampshire
Mark 200 years since the
publication of Emma with a
stay in the Jane Austen suite at
Audleys Wood Hotel. From
£216 b&b with 3-course
dinner. 0845-458 0901,
www.handpickedhotels.co.uk.

Explore South Shields
Walk the rugged and dramatic
coast by Souter Lighthouse
during a 3-night stay at
Keeper’s Cottage 1 (sleeps 4),
from £589.50. 0344-800 2070,
www.nationaltrustholidays.
org.uk. Arrive 5 August.

UFO spotting in Sedona, Arizona
Visitors to Sedona may fee like extras “in a
1950s B-movie”, says Edmund Vallance in
The Independent. This high desert town in
Arizona is a hotspot for alien sightings; and
its altitude, clear night skies and backdrop
of towering red mountains – “worthy of
2001: A Space Odyssey” – contribute to its
other-worldliness. Locals routinely claim to
have experienced alien abduction; one of
them guides a UFO-spotting tour, run by the
nearby Centre for the New Age. Participants
are given military-grade infrared goggles,
“which absorb 20,000 times more light than
the naked eye”. Peering through them
highlights all kinds of curious, fast-moving
lights in the night sky: satellites, military
aircraft, or extraterrestrials? Whatever truth
is out there, Sedona’s vast, twinkling night
sky is “a heavenly sight to behold”. Centre
for the New Age (www.sedonanewagestore.
com) runs UFO-spotting tours for $75pp.

A taste of the real Italy in Ravello
Ravello is the “overlooked relative of its
flashier cousins, Amalfi and Positano”, says
Hilary Rose in The Times. And that’s a good
thing. Smaller, sleepier and prettier, it has all
the cascading cliffs, torturous roads and
sparkling scenery of the other two, but “the
feel of a real town” where people live, work,
shop and hang out their washing. There’s
“glorious” food, and also steps – “lots of

them”. The 11th century clifftop duomo
has a famously sloping aisle, ostensibly to
“focus attention on the altar”, though you
wonder if the builder just found it easier
that way. A more contemporary attraction
is the Brazilian architect Oscar Niemeyer’s
astonishing, “sinuous”, glistening white
concert hall and exhibition centre,
overlooking the sparkling blue sea. Ravello
is served by Naples airport.

Walking the Fen Rivers Way
Tracing the Cam and the Great Ouse from
Cambridge to King’s Lynn, at the edge of the
Wash, the Fen Rivers Way leads you into a
“strange, arresting landscape of black soil,
huge skies and endless fields”, says Patrick
Barkham in The Guardian. As you might
expect, it’s a flat, gentle walk, with abundant
opportunities to spot wildlife – including
dragonflies, bitterns and “more herons than
people”. The 50-mile-long route takes in
a wealth of human history, too: fenland, of
course, but also “two cities, a medieval port,
Dutch architecture”, boatyards and the
“magnificent hulk of Ely Cathedral”. The
Ouse is now “encased” in huge flood banks,
and it is from these that you get the best
views of the surrounding landscape. “A little
elevation goes a long way in a flat land.”
Ordnance Explorer Maps: 209, 226, 228
and 236. Visit www.britishwalks.org for
more information.

The Cary Arms,
Babbacombe Bay, Devon
Babbacombe Bay’s Cary Arms hotel
has six new suites in the form of
beach huts, says Susan d’Arcy in
The Sunday Times. At first glance,
they look “as traditional as a stick of
rock”, with portholes, gabled roofs
and clapboard walls. Inside, the
two-level huts are “unashamedly
luxurious”, with handmade beds,
Smeg minibars and slouchy suede
sofas. The laminate flooring and
fake fires are less successful, but
Adirondack chairs on the deck put
you right in heart of the beach’s
“natural drama”. This “heavenly
location” is also the huts’ main flaw,
however: “there always seems to
be some hiker scrabbling over rocks
a few feet from the terrace”.
Beach huts from £375 a night b&b.
www.caryarms.co.uk.

Hotel of the week

Eilean Shona: a “fairy-tale ambience”

Last-minute UK offers from top travel companies
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Obituaries

Eccentric, rakish and a
touch “Byronic”, with a
distinguished lineage and a
family blighted by tragedy,

the 10th Earl of St Germans was everything the
popular press likes the British aristocracy to be,
said The Daily Telegraph. He presided over a
suitably magnificent, 6,000-acre estate, where
the St Germans family have lived since the mid-
16th century: Port Eliot, a vast pile in
Cornwall, is said to have 82 chimneys, and 11
staircases. Its kitchen lies some 350ft from the
dining room, and boasts a steam-driven cherry-
stoner (not that the Earl visited the kitchen
much; only two or three times a year, he said).
In the 1980s, he hosted an annual Elephant
Fayre in the grounds, a riotous event which was
popular with New Age types; it was later
succeeded by the Port Eliot Literary Festival – a
go-to event for the Boden-bohemian smart set.

Peregrine Nicholas Eliot was born on 2 January
1941, into a family “riddled with lunacy, suicide and internecine
division”, said The Times. The heir of the 5th Earl killed himself
during a village cricket match and was only found when he failed
to come on to bowl; the 6th Earl died after falling from his horse
during a point-to-point race; the 7th ended his days in a mental
hospital. “Perry” was the only son of the 9th Earl of St Germans,
a dandy known as Old Nic, and also, owing to his devotion to the
turf, the “Bookie Peer”. He listed his recreations in Who’s Who as
“huntin’ the slipper, shootin’ a line, fishin’ for compliments”; his
son made similar claims to idleness, and in his own entry,
shortened this to “mucking about”.

The 10th Earl did not have an easy childhood: his parents split up
when he was six, and his mother died of breast cancer when he
was ten. Around that time, his father settled in Tangiers
(becoming known as the Tangerine Earl), leaving Perry and his

sister in the care of their grandparents, and a
strict nanny. His grandfather was described as
having “all the stiffness of a poker but none of
its occasional warmth”; his grandmother, to
whom he was very close, committed suicide in
1962. Perry would later describe himself as a
“failure” at Eton: though he loved poetry and
the arts, he claimed to be barely able to read or
write. On leaving school he embraced the hippy
spirit: he drove to Tangiers on a vintage
motorbike, and to India in a VW Beetle; he
travelled to the Atlas mountains in search of
the Cornish chough; and acquired, with others,
the rights to the Beatles’ merchandise (a venture
that, for all his entrepreneurial nous, lost him
money). Close friends with Michael Eavis, he
attended the early Glastonbury festivals at
Worthy Farm, but had no memory of them,
because of all the hallucinogens.

In 1981, he staged the first Elephant Fayre (an
elephant features in the family crest, and was

present in the form of a giant wooden structure); the rock festivals
became very popular, with acts including The Cure and Siouxsie
and the Banshees – but when they were invaded by hordes of
travellers, locals grew weary of the drugs and disorder. In 1986,
Lord Eliot – by then suffering from emphysema – called a halt.
Seventeen years later, the more upmarket cultural Port Eliot
Literary Festival was born. Its success was largely down to his
third wife, Catherine Wilson. He had three sons with his first
wife, Jacquetta Lampson (the youngest of whom was actually
Lucian Freud’s), before they divorced in 1990. His second
marriage proved a disaster from the off; she was not liked locally
– villagers wore T-shirts reading: “It was better with Jacquetta” –
and they divorced in 1996. He married Catherine in 2005. In
2006, the family was hit by further tragedy when his oldest son,
Jago, died after suffering an epileptic fit in the bath; Jago’s
11-year-old son Albert (Albie), succeeds to the earldom.

The 10th Earl
of St Germans

1941-2016

As the creator of two of the
biggest TV comedies of the
1970s – Happy Days and Mork
& Mindy – Garry Marshall

made America laugh, perhaps more than anyone
else, in a troubled decade, said The New York
Times. Later, he became a film director, and
specialised in warm-hearted movies aimed at the
mainstream. His many hits included the
tearjerker Beaches, and the mega-grossing
romantic comedy Pretty Woman. “I like to do
very romantic, sentimental work,” he said. “It’s a
dirty job, but somebody has to do it.”

Garry Marshall was born in the Bronx in 1934.
His father – who was Italian but had changed the
family name – made industrial films. “The Story
of Zinc, Smelting in the Pittsburgh Mill – we watched them,”
Marshall would recall. “Not one laugh.” His mother, who taught
dance, was the family wit; she introduced him to self-deprecating
humour, “which became one of the great tools of humour
throughout my career”. They were a close family: years later, he
would cast his sister, Penny, in two of his comedies. At university,
he decided to become a writer, and began his career – after service
in South Korea – in journalism; by the 1960s, however, he had
moved to Los Angeles, met and married a nurse, Barbara, and
begun writing material for TV shows. He then created his own.
Happy Days started in 1974, but was set in Milwaukee in what

was perceived as a more innocent time: the
1950s. Marshall would later say that it was an
“Italian-American kid from the Bronx’s fantasy
of middle-class life in the Midwest”. The show
became one of the most successful ever: the
Fonz’s leather jacket is now in the Smithsonian.
It ran for ten years, generating several spin-offs,
including the zany sitcom Mork & Mindy, which
launched Robin Williams’s career. “Critics have
knocked me for targeting society’s lowest
common denominator,” he wrote in a memoir.
“I believe that television was, and still is, the only
medium that can truly reach society’s lowest
common denominator and entertain those people
who maybe can’t afford a movie or a play. So
why not reach them and do it well?”

Pretty Woman made Julia Roberts a star in 1990. The Flamingo
Kid had done the same for Matt Dillon in 1984. Marshall’s other
hits included Overboard (1987), Runaway Bride (1999) and the
The Princess Diaries (2001). His final film, Mother’s Day, came
out in April this year. The critics weren’t impressed, but it made
money. As well as being one of Hollywood’s most successful
figures, he was one of its most loved, for his ebullience, decency
and down-to-earth charm. He supported many charities, and at
the end of every film he would pose for individual photos with
the entire crew, down to the lowliest runner. He is survived by
Barbara and their three children.

Garry
Marshall

1934-2016

Rakish aristocrat who founded the Port Eliot Lit Fest

Eliot: embraced the hippy spirit

Marshall: made Julia Roberts a star

Creator of Happy Days, who also directed Pretty Woman
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Business and economic surveys
continued to paint a mixed picture of the
Brexit fallout. A report from the Bank of
England’s regional monitors showed “no
clear evidence of a sharp general
slowing in activity”; and ONS figures
showed that the economy expanded at a
good 0.6% pace in the quarter leading up
to the vote. A Markit purchasing
managers’ survey in mid-July, however,
pointed to a “dramatic deterioration”.
Martin Weale, a “hawkish” member of
the BoE’s policymaking committee,
signalled the likelihood of a rate cut next
week. Chancellor Philip Hammond said
he may “reset” fiscal policy in the
Autumn Statement.
The US Federal Reserve and the Bank of
Japan both met to decide on monetary
policy. The Fed was expected to keep
rates on hold. Investors expected the
BoJ to add to its quantitative easing
programme and possibly deliver another
cut in rates to further below zero.
The sharp drop in sterling threatened to
derail the giant “megabrew” merger
between AB InBev and SABMiller;
investors are unhappy about the
structure of the deal. The global financial
scandal surrounding the Malaysian state
investment fund, 1MDB, intensified;
Deloitte resigned as auditor. GSK said it
would invest an extra £275m at three UK
manufacturing sites, signalling its
confidence in post-Brexit Britain. The
IMF said it would stand by its MD,
Christine Lagarde, who faces trial for her
handling of a g400m payment to a
businessman while France’s finance
minister. Manny Roman, head of Man
Group, was recruited by Pimco.

CITY
Companies in the news
...and how they were assessed

Yahoo/Verizon: ancient history combo
When former Google exec Marissa Mayer (pictured) arrived
to run Yahoo four years ago, she was greeted with posters of
her face emblazoned with the word “Hope”, said Leslie
Hook in the Financial Times. But that hope – that she would
transform the fading 1990s internet star – has since been
dashed. Worth $125bn at its peak in 2000, Yahoo was this
week sold to Verizon, the US’s largest mobile operator, for
$4.8bn, in a deal that excludes its most valuable asset: a
$30bn stake in the Chinese e-commerce giant Alibaba.
“Mayer was hired at a handsome price to provide clarity of
vision and to restore Yahoo’s brand,” said The Economist.
But she failed to resolve the issue of the firm’s “split
personality”: is it an entertainment company, or a tech one?
She overspent on “splashy deals” (most of the $1.1bn spent
on social network Tumblr has been written down); and she
couldn’t halt the decline in Yahoo’s core online advertising

business. Verizon reckons it can tempt in more advertisers by “meshing” Yahoo with
AOL, another piece of “ancient web history” which it bought last year, said Jennifer
Saba on Breakingviews.com. It’s an “appealing idea” – Yahoo’s search and advertising
businesses “could play well” with AOL assets such as The Huffington Post – but it’s still
a long shot. Mayer, who has faced a barrage of criticism, has complained about “gender-
charged” reporting. On course for a $55m pay-off if she leaves within a year of the sale,
she is not expected to go to Verizon.

BT Openreach: reprieved
A week after BT was lambasted by MPs for “significantly underinvesting” in its
broadband network, Ofcom has enraged the company’s rivals by rejecting calls for it to
be broken up, said The Daily Telegraph. BT will not have to sell its Openreach
infrastructure division – which has left millions of consumers with sub-standard
connections. However, Openreach must now be run as a legally separate company with
its own board and articles of association that give directors a duty to serve the network’s
customers. Sky, Vodafone and TalkTalk have long claimed that BT has stymied them by
dragging its heels on opening up its network. Ofcom chief Sharon White said the new
arrangement should allay these concerns – but warned that Openreach could yet be split
off if BT failed to make it more independent. That “BT dodged this bullet” was, as White
admitted, largely down to practicalities, said Dominic O’Connell on BBC News online –
notably, complications with land deals and BT’s giant pension scheme. “Creating two
new pension schemes, with the risk of weakening the financial resources of one or the
other, might be too hot a political potato, even in the pursuit of faster broadband.” And
its rivals are not happy. “BT has proven itself expert at gaming this system,” said Dido
Harding, TalkTalk boss. “There is nothing to suggest they will not continue to do so.”

HSBC: dramatic arrest
US prosecutors have upped the stakes in their battle against market riggers by arresting
HSBC’s global head of forex cash trading, said Harry Wilson in The Times. Mark
Johnson, a Briton, was detained by FBI agents at JFK airport last week on charges of
conspiracy and wire-fraud. Another former HSBC forex trader, Stuart Scott, faces
extradition. The pair are accused of making some $8m by “front-running” a big currency
trade in 2011, said Martin Arnold in the FT. Specifically, they are alleged to have
“cheated” a client, the UK oil and gas group Cairn Energy, by buying pounds ahead of
the firm’s purchase of $3.5bn-worth of sterling, knowing the exchange rate would spike
once it had gone through. A Cairn advisor smelt a rat, but when HSBC conducted an
inquiry into the incident, it found nothing wrong. Both men deny the charges, and HSBC
may support them, said Aimee Donnellan in The Sunday Times. But the case is “another
fine mess” for a bank already revealed to have laundered money for Mexican drug
cartels, and helped thousands of clients dodge taxes in Switzerland. Hopes of an end to
the days of “firefighting scandals” look forlorn.

William Hill: just say no
“The gambling industry is obsessed by deals,” said Nils Pratley in The Guardian. But
William Hill should steer well clear of Rank and 888 Holdings’s proposal that it “join a
three-way mashup”. Following the ousting of its underperforming boss, James
Henderson, the bookie “has enough headaches” already. Quite so, said Patrick Hosking
in The Times. Three-way deals are so tricky to achieve that “one wonders whether this is
anything more than a fantasy wheeze from an opportunistic investment banker” who has
noticed that the “rudderless” William Hill is looking “a bit vulnerable”.

Droning on
Amazon’s dream of deploying a fleet of
delivery mini-drones is much closer “to

take off” in Britain, now that it has
extracted “a series of concessions” from
the Civil Aviation Authority, said James

Titcomb in The Daily Telegraph. The
CAA has waived rules stipulating that

drones must be in “direct line of sight”
of the operator; pilots will also be

allowed to fly multiple drones at one
time. That’s a big breakthrough for
Amazon, whose plans have been

constantly thwarted by red tape in other
countries. Tests are due to start

immediately in suburbs and rural areas.
Is it a bird, is it a plane? Nope, it’s an

Amazon “octocopter”.

Seven days in the
Square Mile
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Talking points

Banks levying a charge on deposits, rather
than paying interest (however paltry) on
them, “turns traditional banking upside
down”, said the Daily Mail. But we are
getting closer to the Alice in Wonderland
world of “negative interest rates”. This
week, it emerged that the state-owned
Royal Bank of Scotland had written to
1.3 million business customers, warning
them that it may start charging interest on
credit balances. The bank, which owns
NatWest – Britain’s biggest small business
lender – explained that global interest
rates are at very low levels, and in some
markets are negative. However, it added
that much would depend on whether the
Bank of England base rate fell below
zero. The move, which will not affect personal account holders,
was described by the Federation of Small Businesses as “deeply
concerning” at time when “business confidence is already at a
four-year low”. And where one bank leads, others are likely to
follow: in fact, HSBC and Lloyds have already inserted clauses
into customers’ terms that would allow them to impose charges.

So-called “voodoo-banking” has become the norm in countries
gripped by deflation, said Patrick Collinson in The Guardian.
The European Central Bank, the Bank of Japan and the Swiss
National Bank all charge domestic banks to deposit cash. The
Bank of England has said that it doesn’t “favour” negative

interest rates because of possible
distortionary effects. But it is under
“intense pressure to cut its already
historically low base rate from 0.5% to
kick-start the economy”. Last week’s
“faintly alarming” purchasing managers’
survey seems to have convinced waverers
on the Monetary Policy Committee that
action is required to “prevent a prolonged
downturn”, said Jeremy Warner in The
Daily Telegraph. On the face of it, it
seems outrageous for banks to pass the
rates on to customers. But the whole
point of negative rates is to “force
businesses and households otherwise
tempted to hoard their money to borrow,
spend and invest instead”. The danger,

though, is that it will have “precisely the reverse effect: crimping
banking profits and therefore credit availability”, and leading
people “to save more so as to counter the negative returns”.

The implications of “minus money” are huge, agreed The
Guardian. “Pension funds could struggle to make adequate
returns, while fund managers borrow a lot more to make profits.”
And all of this, as former Bank of England rate-setter Charlie
Bean recently concluded, makes a “leveraged ‘search for yield’ of
the sort that marked the prelude to the last crisis” far more likely.
This is not comforting, but it is “highly plausible. Barely a decade
on from the crash, we may be about to repeat it.”

Issue of the week: minus money

NatWest: Britain’s biggest small business lender

“Pokémonomics”: what the experts think
● Nintendo plunge
Having nearly doubled in
value since the launch of
Pokémon Go earlier this
month, Nintendo’s shares
saw their sharpest drop in
nearly 25 years on Monday,
after the company warned
that the game’s runaway
success would have only a
“limited” impact on its
bottom line, said Charles
Riley on CNN Money. The
stock plunged by nearly
18% in Tokyo, wiping out
some $6.7bn in market
value. Short-sellers had been targeting
Nintendo, betting that its stock rally had
gone too far. Even so, some were bemused
by the steepness of the plunge. Nintendo’s
statement was simply a reminder of what
serious investors already knew, said
Macquarie analyst David Gibson: that
Nintendo’s effective economic stake in the
game, which was co-developed with the
US firm Niantic, is only around 13%.

● Deflating the hype
Interest in Go shows no signs of subsiding
– when it launched in Japan last week, it
became the nation’s most downloaded app
within hours. But investors clearly saw
Nintendo’s statement “as an excuse to
take profits”, said Leo Lewis in the FT. It
also knocked the huge share gains made by
other companies benefiting from the craze,

including Imagica Robot and
the game’s launch partner,
McDonald’s Japan. The
correction was welcomed by
those who had questioned
Nintendo’s “supercharged
valuation”, said Michelle
McGagh on Citywire. “The
Nintendo stock finds itself in
‘augmented reality’, just like
the Pokémon in the game,”
noted Peter Garnry of Saxo
Bank. But others believe the
firm’s shares could still be
undervalued, given the
likelihood that augmented

reality games become a lasting craze.

● Luring ’em in
Meanwhile, “Pokémonomics” is
spreading, said the FT. Pubs and
restaurants across Britain have been paying
to become destinations in the game, and so
attract potential customers into their
premises. Maxwell’s, a burger restaurant
in central London, says its revenues went
up 26% after it bought Pokémon “lures”.
And Hammerson, the FTSE 100 retail
property group, saw double-digit growth
in footfall, year-on-year, after placing lures
in its shopping centres. It’s the start of a
new marketing phenomenon, said
Panmure Gordon analyst George
O’Connor. Businesses will now seize on
augmented reality as “an opportunity to
influence how we spend our money”.

Holiday money
The weaker pound has made holidays
abroad more expensive. All the more
reason to find the cheapest deal, says
Laura Whateley in The Times. Here are
some tips

Avoid airport moneychangers. They
charge more than anywhere else. Far
better to order your cash online and
collect it at the airport. Buying g100 at
Terminal 5 cost £97.96 from Travelex
last week; ordering online, at least four
hours in advance, cost £87.45. The
current best-buy bureau de change,
ICE on London’s Embankment, was
offering g100 for £83.89 when bought
online. Supermarkets offer “decent
rates”, too.

Get a special credit card. The Halifax
Clarity Card “consistently offers the
best currency rates”: g100 on the card
will cost you £83.59, with no additional
fees for buying items overseas, or
using foreign ATMs. MBNA’s Everyday
Plus card hasn’t got quite such a good
exchange rate, but also waives fees –
unlike regular debit and credit cards.

Never pay in sterling. If asked at an
ATM, or in a shop or restaurant, if you
want to pay in sterling, refuse. Even if
using a “fee free” card, you could pay
up to 4% on the cost of a transaction
for so-called “dynamic currency
conversion” (DCC). Also, don’t agree to
make contactless payments: these may
well result in you being automatically
charged in sterling.

NatWest has hinted at the introduction of negative interest rates for business customers. What are the implications?

Pokémon Go: who owns it?
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Commentators

The scathing parliamentary report on the “Victorian workhouse”
conditions at Sports Direct isn’t just an indictment of a single firm,
says Olaf Storbeck: it has far wider macroeconomic significance.
At times of nearly full employment, workers tend to “shun nasty
bosses”, and right now Britain’s unemployment rate, at 4.9%, is
at its lowest in more than a decade. Yet tens of thousands of
workers still seemed willing to stomach the appalling conditions
meted out by the retailer’s founder, Mike Ashley. An ungenerous
unemployment benefit system and stagnant wage growth clearly
make those with fewer skills feel they’ve “little choice but to take
whatever job is available”. The official jobless statistics are thus
“an incomplete measure of the health of the labour market”. UK
GDP may have risen by 14% since the 2009 financial crisis, yet
real and median earnings are still around 5% lower – “the longest
period of flat or falling wages in at least a century and a half”.
Addressing “the hidden fault lines” of Britain’s labour market
“will be an even tougher challenge than reforming Sports Direct”.

In 1975, Labour minister Tony Benn published a pamphlet called
A Ten-Year Industrial Strategy for Britain. It was seen as the way
forward, yet within a decade, says Geoffrey Owen, the phrase
was “almost a term of abuse”. Mrs Thatcher and her successors
decided it was far better to use non-selective measures to
encourage innovation than intervene to support particular
industries or companies. But the new PM, Theresa May, has taken
a different line. Like Tony Benn, and like the recent Tory-Lib Dem
coalition, she believes that some sectors are more “strategic” than
others, that a proper industrial strategy is vital to get the economy
firing, and that the state should champion those industries deemed
to have the best chance of competing internationally. But there’s
little evidence this strategy works. On the contrary, industrial
revivals in Britain – from the growth of pharmaceuticals after the
Second World War, to the revival of the car industry in the 1980s
– owe far more to governments creating a business environment
that encourages investment by foreign as well as UK companies.
“No quick wins can be expected from industrial strategy.”

The best thing about Brexit, says Ed Conway, is that “no matter
how deep your problems”, you can “find a way to blame them on
the referendum result”. Brexit “is Britain’s great gift to the world:
a giant pre-cooked excuse for absolutely everything”: from the
faltering French economy, to the teetering Italian bank system.
The IMF has called it the “spanner in the works” – why almost
every major global economy will grow more slowly this year.
Needless to say, that’s nonsense. The problems facing the global
economy have been “baked into the system” for a while. Global
growth, at around 3%, has been flaccid for years, “productivity
rates are falling pretty much everywhere”, and there is “a distinct
lack” of demand. But as no one quite understands why, it’s far
easier “to blame it on the Brexit”. Yet, if anything, Brexit presents
an opportunity. “For years, G20 members have been paralysed in
the face of the global slowdown.” If Brexit “provides the excuse”
to tackle this by spending more on infrastructure, tearing down
regulations, or printing more money, “so much the better”.

Only a tiny group of products – anything meant for your genitals,
for example – “merit distinction by gender”, says The Economist.
Yet “needlessly gendered items are proliferating”. Q-tips now
offers “men’s ultimate cotton swabs” for those whose earwax
might “overwhelm ladylike swabs”; sunscreen brands sell black
bottles of lotion to men who won’t touch “less masculine orange
packaging”; Powerful Yogurt targets its “high protein” yoghurt
specifically at men. “Companies hungry for profits” reckon that
by playing the gender card they can get consumers to spend more.
And, as a 2015 study in New York found, they’re right: women’s
products regularly cost more than their “male” equivalent. Yet
marketers should beware: consumers are wising up. Amazon
reviews of Bic for Her pens (like any other, but coloured pink and
purple) are increasingly “sarcastic”. My wife “simply faints on the
spot” while using my “man-keyboard”, says one online reviewer,
who claims he has to revive her with smelling salts. “Men may be
from Mars and women from Venus, but both seem to agree that
when it comes to pens, everyone can share.”

Roger Ailes
The “sudden and
ignominious downfall” of
the Fox News chief,
following allegations of
sexual harassment, marks
the end of the line for
America’s most influential
“kingmaker”, says The
Economist. “The pre-
eminent master of the dark
arts of politics and
television” had been helping
Republicans get elected
since the days of Richard
Nixon. He built Fox News –
“a joke” when Rupert
Murdoch started it in 1996 –
into the “number-one
powerhouse in cable,
eventually collecting profits
of more than $1bn a year”.
The son of a factory worker,
Ailes, 76, “instinctively knew
how to appeal to white,
working-class voters,
disaffected, as he was
himself, with liberal elites
and political correctness”.
His brand of “angry,
conspiracy-driven political
news and opinion set Fox
News apart”. Few felt they
could challenge him.

In Ailes, Murdoch found a
kindred spirit who gave him
“a seat at the top table of
American politics”, says
Matthew Garrahan in the FT.
But while the harassment
allegations (by former
presenter Gretchen Carlson)
were “the catalyst” of his
departure, the seeds were
sown last year when
Murdoch gave big roles at
Fox to his sons, Lachlan and
James, who “have not
always seen eye to eye with
Ailes”. Indeed, there will be
much “fraternal rejoicing” at
his departure, says Peter
Preston in The Observer.
“TV’s ogre-in-chief” was
only “tolerated because he
was worth it”. Given the
channel’s ageing audience,
said the FT, Ailes’s downfall
is in many ways a chance
“to refashion the channel for
the digital age.”

If in doubt,
blame it on
the Brexit
Ed Conway
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Why Theresa
May is the new
Tony Benn
Geoffrey Owen
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Allergy Therapeutics
Investors Chronicle
This small, well-run biotech’s
vaccine against severe grass
allergies, Pollinex Quattro, is
gaining traction in Europe. Not
yet profit-making, but US trials
are under way and there’s huge
scope to expand the range.
Buy. 19.8p.

Diageo
The Sunday Times
The “good times are rolling
again” at the spirits producer,
as investors seek safe-haven
consumer stocks. Strong US
momentum should be
boosted by favourable
currency movements. Yields
3%. Buy. £21.07.

Equiniti Group
The Mail on Sunday
Equiniti provides “vital”
share scheme and pension
services for customers
including Royal Mail, the NHS
and the Metropolitan Police.
Growth is driven by regulation
– there’s plenty of potential.
Buy. 171.75p.

Restore
The Times
Restore operates in a
fragmented market, providing
office services from shredding
to removals. Acquisitions are
feeding through into cost
savings and increased profits,
and earnings are highly visible.
Buy. 322.5p.

Ricardo
The Times
The specialist engineer’s
most recent acquisition is an
Italian motorcycle designer.
Revenues are growing and the
McLaren super-car contract
will add to profits. It will
benefit from the lower pound.
Buy. 758.5p.

SSP Group
The Daily Telegraph
This operator of food outlets
and franchises in airports and
train stations has been a
beneficiary of sterling’s plunge.
Led by ex-WH Smith boss
Kate Swann, it’s a solid
investment with long-term
growth drivers. Buy. 302.5p.

Who’s tipping what
The week’s best buys

…and some to sell

Babcock International
Group
Shares
Shares in the engineering
support services firm have been
sliding for over two years. A
post-referendum bounce from
a low of 780p does not change
the bigger picture of the
downtrend. Sell. 980p.

Jimmy Choo
Investors Chronicle
Director Elisabeth Murdoch
has bought £34,000-worth of
shares in the designer shoe
label. But shares are exposed to
a softening in global consumer
spending and lack momentum,
and trading updates are thin on
detail. Sell. 105p.

Land Securities Group
The Daily Telegraph
The EU vote has accelerated a
cooling of commercial property
market prices, and Land
Securities, which focuses on
London offices and retail,
looks set to decline. “The
peak of the market has
passed.” Sell. £10.87.

Lloyds Banking Group
Shares
The bank’s focus on retail and
business markets, and its
exposure to property, means it
will be hit hard by the vote to
leave the EU. Further cost
cuttings and efficiencies
could include lower dividends.
Sell. 55.43p.

Sky
Shares
The media giant’s solid
uptrend since 2008 has faltered
this year and it has broken
some recent lows. It has made
little progress since the
referendum and could be
vulnerable to falls if the market
gives up gains. Sell. 890p.

Whitbread
The Mail on Sunday
Barclays is concerned about
two key Whitbread assets
– Premier Inn hotels and the
Costa coffee chain – following
weaker results from rival
Starbucks and poor June
sales owing to wet weather.
Sell. £37.33.

Directors’ dealings

Howden Joinery Group

Mark Robson, deputy CEO and
CFO of the kitchens specialist,
responded to Brexit-induced

share price weakness by
buying £152,000-worth of
shares. A drop in housing

market activity is worrying, but
stockbroker Davy believes
Howdens can outperform

through a period of uncertainty.

Form guide

Shares tipped 12 weeks ago

Best tip
Telecom Plus

The Times
up 19.82% to £10.40

Worst tip
Matchtech Group

Investors Chronicle
down 29.7% to 325.13p

Market view
“Financial markets have
weathered the spike in

uncertainty and volatility
with encouraging

resilience.”
European Central Bank

President, Mario Draghi.
Quoted in the FT
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Market summary

6-month movement in the FTSE 100 index

26 Jul 2016 Week before Change (%)
FTSE 100 6724.03 6697.37 0.40%
FTSE All-share UK 3644.50 3625.96 0.51%
Dow Jones 18447.79 18516.41 –0.37%
NASDAQ 5102.75 5038.35 1.28%
Nikkei 225 16383.04 16723.31 –2.03%
Hang Seng 22129.73 21673.20 2.11%
Gold 1323.00 1330.90 –0.59%
Brent Crude Oil 44.70 46.70 –4.28%
DIVIDEND YIELD (FTSE 100) 3.71% 3.73%
UK 10-year gilts yield 0.94 0.92
US 10-year Treasuries 1.57 1.55
UK ECONOMIC DATA
Latest CPI (yoy) 0.5% (Jun) 0.3% (May)

1.4% (May)
+9.20% (May)

Latest RPI (yoy) 1.6% (Jun)
Halifax house price (yoy) +8.4% (Jun)

£1 STERLING $1.313 g1.194 ¥138.406

Key numbers for investors Best and worst performing shares Following the Footsie

WEEK’S CHANGE, FTSE 100 STOCKS
RISES Price % change
GKN 301.00 +7.35
Mondi 1531.00 +6.54
Ashtead Group 1185.00 +5.80
Provident Financial 2748.00 +5.53
Admiral Group 2142.00 +4.74

FALLS
EasyJet 989.50 –11.34
Berkeley Group Hdg. 2545.00 –5.60
Int.Cons.Airl.Gp.(Cdi) 399.80 –5.60
Tesco 155.50 –5.04
Marks & Spencer Gp. 319.70 –4.57

BEST AND WORST UK STOCKS OVERALL
Concepta 2843.75 +177.77
Xtract Resources 0.06 –38.46
Source: Datastream (not adjusted for dividends). Prices on 26 Jul (pm)
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On 14 April 2016, a 6.2-
magnitude earthquake hit
Japan’s southernmost island,
Kyushu, toppling buildings
and sending residents rushing
into the streets. Hundreds of
aftershocks continued for
days, killing 49 people,
injuring 1,500 and forcing tens
of thousands from their
homes. News spread around
the globe on social media.
“Earthquake just happened,”
Margie Tam posted from
Hong Kong. “R u ok
Kumamon?” “Are Kumamon
and his friends safe?”
wondered Eric Tang, a college
student. “Pray for Kumamoto
and Kumamon,” wrote Ming
Jang Lee from Thailand, a
phrase that would be repeated
thousands of times.

On 12 March 2016, one
month before the earthquake,
Kumamon had bounded onto an outdoor stage at the opening
event of his birthday party in Kumamoto, a city of 700,000.
About 150 guests – mostly women – cheered, clapped and
whistled. Kumamon waved and bowed. He is just under 5ft tall,
with black glossy fur, circular red cheeks and wide, staring eyes,
and he was wearing, for the
occasion, a white satin dinner
jacket trimmed in silver, and
a red bow tie.

One woman in the crowd held
a Kumamon doll swaddled in a
baby blanket. Another had dressed her doll in a grey outfit
matching her own. It had taken her a month to make. A number
of fans had pasted red paper circles on their cheeks to mimic his.
Those in the first row had arrived at 3am to snag prime spots to
greet the object of their affection. “Actually, I have no idea why
I love him so much,” said Milkinikio Mew, who had flown from
Hong Kong to attend the three-day-long festival – even though
Hong Kong was holding its own party for Kumamon. She had
overslept, and only arrived at 6am for the 10am kick-off, so she
had to settle for a seat in the back row.

A birthday cake was rolled out, and the crowd sang Happy
Birthday. Then presents. A representative from Honda, which
has a motorbike factory nearby, gave him its Kumamon-themed
scooter. An Italian bicycle-maker unveiled a custom Kumamon
racing bike. There was also a new exercise DVD, on which
Kumamon leads the workout. The Italian bicycle was not for sale,
at that time. But the other two items were, joining more than
100,000 products that feature Kumamon’s image – from stickers
and notebooks to cars and aeroplanes (one budget Japanese
airline flies a Kumamon 737). When the toy manufacturer Steiff
offered 1,500 special-edition Kumamon plush toys at $300 each,
they claimed the bears sold out online in five seconds.
Kumamon is a yuru-kyara, or “loose character”, one of the

cuddly creatures in Japan that
represent everything from
towns and cities to airports and
prisons. The word is sometimes
translated as “mascot”, but
yuru-kyara are significantly
different from mascots in the
West, such as those associated
with professional sports teams,
which tend to be one-
dimensional court jesters
that operate on the sidelines
during game-time.

Kumamon has a far wider field
of operation as the yuru-kyara
for Kumamoto Prefecture. He
has become more than a
symbol for that region, more
than merely a strategy to push
its tourism and farm products.
He is almost regarded as a
living entity, a kind of fun,
ursine household god. He
hovers in a realm of fantasy
like a character from children’s

literature, a cross between the Cat in the Hat and a teddy bear.

After the April earthquake, Kumamon’s Twitter feed, which has
half a million followers, stopped issuing communications. With
a thousand buildings damaged, water to the city cut, a hospital

jarred off its foundations, and
44,000 people out of their
homes, the prefectural
government, which handles
Kumamon’s business dealings
and appearances, had more
important things to do than

stage-manage its fictional bear. But Kumamon was missed.
“People are asking why Kumamon’s Twitter account has gone
silent when the prefecture needs its mascot bear more than ever,”
The Japan Times posted on its Facebook page on 19 April.

Into the vacuum came hundreds, then thousands, of drawings,
posted by children, adults and even professional manga artists,
not only from Japan, but from Thailand, Hong Kong and China.
They waged an impromptu campaign to drum up support for
earthquake relief using the bear, which stood in for the city itself
and its people. Kumamon was depicted leading the rescue efforts,
his head bandaged, lifting stones to rebuild the tumbled walls of
Kumamoto Castle, propping up tottering foundations, enfolding
children in his arms. “Ganbatte Kumamon!” many wrote, using
a term that means something between “don’t give up” and “do
your best”.

Kumamon is kawaii – the word is translated as “cute”, but it has
broad, multilayered meanings, encompassing a range of sweetly
alluring images and behaviours. People spend a lot on cute avatars
– Kumamon earned $1bn in 2015, Hello Kitty four or five times
that. But what is cute? What is the basis of its appeal? Does
appreciation for cuteness come naturally, or does it reveal
something about our society? Is it broadly positive – or could

Mickey Mouse, Hello Kitty
and the lucrative appeal of “cute”

Kumamon reads messages of condolence after this year’s earthquake

In the latter half of the 20th century, we developed an astonishing appetite for all things cute, says Neil Steinberg.
Walt Disney built a megacorporation on it, but in few places does “cuteness” count for more than in Japan

“People spend a lot on cute avatars –
Kumamon earned $1bn in 2015, Hello Kitty

four or five times that”
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cuteness harbour darker facets as
well? These are some of the questions
being addressed by a nascent
academic field, cute studies.

Babies are our model for cuteness.
Konrad Lorenz recognised that in his
1943 paper Kindchenschema – the
blueprint of cute studies; in it, the
Nobel Prize-winning scientist
discussed the “innate releasing
mechanisms” that prompt affection
and nurture in human beings: fat
cheeks, large eyes set low on the face,
a high forehead, a small nose and
jaw, and stubby arms and legs that
move in a clumsy fashion. Not just
humans: puppies, baby ducks and
other young animals are included in Lorenz’s theory. However,
his paper did not produce a positive reaction among the scientific
community. He was a Nazi psychologist writing during wartime,
exploring the party’s theories on selective breeding (he later
apologised and disowned Nazi ideology).

For decades, scientists focused on what babies perceive, and how
they think. But in the 21st century, attention turned to how babies
themselves are perceived, as cuteness started to become a cohesive
realm of research. Experiments have apparently demonstrated
that viewing cute faces improves concentration and hones fine
motor skills, which are useful modifications for handling an
infant. Experiments hooking up volunteers to magnetic resonance
imaging (MRI) scanners have shown how seeing cute creatures
stimulates the brain to release dopamine. Society’s embrace of
cuteness has led academics in gender studies to wonder whether
cute culture trains women to be childlike, or whether it could be a
means by which young women take control of their sexuality.

More recent experiments have been carried out with the aim of
identifying general aesthetic standards that can make an
inanimate object cute. In a study at the University of Michigan in
2012, visual information expert Sookyung Cho asked subjects
“to design a cute rectangle by adjusting the size, proportion,
roundness, rotation and colour
of the figure”. What she found
supported the idea that
“smallness, roundness, tiltedness
and lightness of colour can serve
as determinants of perceived
cuteness in artefact design”. It
mattered, she found, whether the person designing the rectangle
was in the US or South Korea. Cuteness is culturally specific.

Nobody is cute in Shakespeare. The word did not exist until the
early 1700s, when the “a” in “acute” was replaced by an
apostrophe – ’cute – and then dropped altogether. Acute came
from acus, Latin for needle, later denoting pointed things, so cute
at first meant “acute, clever, keen-witted, sharp, shrewd”,
according to the 1933 edition of the Oxford English Dictionary,
which doesn’t suggest the term could describe visual appearance.
The newer usage was still being resisted in Britain in the mid-
1930s, when a correspondent at The Daily Telegraph included
cute on his list of “bastard American expressions”, along with
radio. The portrayal of cute, chubby babies is largely absent from
visual art before the 20th century. Babies in medieval paintings
are depicted as wizened miniature adults. Cute images of the kind
we have become accustomed to began showing up around 1900,
when popular culture was discovering the bottomless
marketability of cute things. In 1909, the American illustrator
Rose O’Neill drew a comic strip about “kewpies” (taken from
Cupid) – preening baby-like creatures with tiny wings and huge
heads, which were handed out as carnival prizes and capered
around on Jell-O ads. Cuteness and modern commercialisation
became intricately linked.

Still, kewpies followed the lines of
actual human anatomy more or
less, the way that Mickey Mouse
resembled a real mouse when he
first appeared on film in 1928. A
half-century of fine-tuning made
him much more infantile, a process
the evolutionary biologist Stephen
Jay Gould famously described in
his “biological homage” to Mickey,
in which he traced the mischievous
and sometimes violent mouse of
the late 1920s as he morphed into
the benign, bland overseer of a
vast corporate empire. “He has
assumed an ever more childlike
appearance as the ratty character
of [the 1928 short] Steamboat

Willie became the cute and inoffensive host to a magic kingdom,”
Gould wrote.

In Japan, the fascination with cuteness expresses itself in girls’
handwriting. Around 1970, schoolgirls began to imitate the
caption text in manga comics – known as koneko-ji, or “kitten
writing”. By 1985, half of the girls in Japan had adopted the style,
and companies marketing pencils, notebooks and other
inexpensive gift items learned that these items sold better when
festooned with a variety of characters, the queen of whom is
Hello Kitty. Her full name is Kitty White, and she has a family
and lives in London (owing to a fad for all things British in the
mid-1970s). The first Hello Kitty product, a purse, went on sale in
1974. Today, about $5bn-worth of merchandise is sold annually.
In Asia, there are Hello Kitty amusement parks, restaurants and
hotel suites. EVA Air, the Taiwanese airline, flies seven Hello
Kitty-themed jets, which carry images of Hello Kitty and her
friends not only on their hulls, but in their cabins, on the pillows
and on the antimacassars.

Humanity has always embraced household gods: not the world-
creating deity, but more personal allies to soften what can be a
harsh and lonely life. Not everyone has the friends they deserve,
or the baby they’d cherish. Often people are alone. Teddy bears

exist because the night is dark
and long and, at some point,
your parents have to leave you.
There is real comfort in cuteness.
“Filling in an emotional need is
exactly where kawaii plays
a significant role,” said Christine

R. Yano, a professor of anthropology at the University of Hawaii
at Manoa, and the author of Pink Globalisation: Hello Kitty’s
Trek Across the Pacific. “Even in America, journalist Nicholas
Kristof has written of an ‘empathy gap’ in today’s society. He
points to the place of objects that may be considered promoters of
‘happiness’, ‘solace’, ‘comfort’. When a society needs to heal, it
seeks comfort in the familiar. And often the familiar may reside in
‘cute’. Witness the use of teddy bears as sources of comfort for
firefighters in the wake of New York City’s 9/11. So I see kawaii
things as potential empathy generators.”

Kumamon evokes a ton of empathy. In the weeks after the
earthquake, Kumamon was so necessary that in his absence, his
fans conjured him up themselves, independently, as an object of
sympathy, a tireless saviour, an obvious hero. When he visited the
town of Mashiki, where residents were still sleeping in their cars
for safety, his arrival was reported on TV and in the papers, as if
a long-sought survivor had stumbled out of the wreckage alive.
The children, many of whom had lost their homes in the
earthquake, flocked around him, squealing, hugging, taking
pictures. Their friend had returned.

A longer version of this article appeared in The Guardian.
© Neil Steinberg/Guardian News & Media.
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The launch of Hello Kitty’s Kawaii Paradise in Tokyo

“When a society needs to heal, it seeks
comfort in the familiar. And often the

familiar may reside in ‘cute’”
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ACROSS
7 Composer some opera-lover
discusses (5)
8 Notice around church that tells you
where to sit? (5,4)
10 Cooking oil used with Indian
dish (7)
11 Better to engage old Bob as a
funny man (7)
12 Crudely, there’s nothing about
Dylan’s mythical town (9)
13 Shoots game (5)
14 Robin Hood ultimately rare best
criminal? (9)
20 Very much regret backing currency
in Greece (5)
21 Type unsuitable for the High
Court? (5,4)
23 Boy singer drinking first of milk
shake (7)
25 Person rowing about secluded
retreat – it’s basic accommodation
(3-4)
26 As before, make up US news
magazine (2,3,4)
27 Football team comes first, one
heard? Not lately! (5)

DOWN
1 A four in Test is insignificant (7)
2 Basic kitchen gear with pretension,
strangely (3-7)
3 Season type of chicken (6)
4 Plain to see, friend’s quietly
competent (8)
5 Hospital nurse bandaging wife’s
cut (4)
6 With choppy sea bird is moving in
one direction (7)
7 Disgusting about “King and I”: it’s
macho (6)
9 Most dreadful lady on break (6)
13 Irregular actor James set up with
nurse (10)
15 Report shot before batting (8)
16 Lady running out of breath (6)
17 Scores made by Wigan forward
in tests (5,2)
18 Parris perhaps, dull hack (7)
19 Whole Scottish team getting red
cards! (6)
22 Court study is stiff (6)
24 Drink improved but not drinking
anything (4)

Clue of the week: Nearly all my catches lost in storm (6, first letter M)
Telegraph Toughie, Excalibur

For binders to hold 26 copies of The Week at £8.95 (www.modernbookbinders.com)

Solution to Crossword 1013
ACROSS: 1 Abashed 5 To let 8 Assets 9 Crackers 10 Dead centre 12 Amid
13 Wedded 15 Reach 18 Scrub 20 Patina 22 Aide 23 Drainpipes 25 Heat rash
26 Of late 27 Heron 28 Redwood
DOWN: 1 Answered 2 Amend 3 His 4 Decatur 5 Tease 6 Like a shot 7 Turnip
11 Elder 14 Dissenter 16 Aspen 17 Inserted 19 Blather 21 Hi tech 23 Drawn
24 Igloo 26 OK’d
Clue of the Week: I got into bed, able to see only one side? (7, first letter B)
Solution: BIGOTED

The winner of 1013 is Jim Kempton from Oxford

Charity of the week
Listening Books is a national charity providing a digital
audiobook service to more than 50,000 people in the
UK with a disability or illness that makes it difficult
or impossible to read print. For many of our older
members with physical or visual impairments, such as
arthritis or glaucoma, our service not only provides a
link to the wonderful world of books, but is often a relief

from pain, boredom and loneliness. Through our Sound Learning programme
for young members in education, our catalogue also supports the National
Curriculum. Our audiobooks allow our young members with disabilities
such as dyslexia to access literature appropriate to their age rather than their
reading age, helping them to decode the text and realise their full potential.
To pledge your support, please visit www.listening-books.org.uk/donations.
aspx, email donations@listening-books.org.uk or ring us on 020-7407 9417.

Fill in all the squares so that
each row, column and each
of the 3x3 squares contains
all the digits from 1 to 9

Solution to Sudoku 558
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Sudoku 559 (difficult)

Puzzle supplied by

This week’s crossword winner
will receive an Ettinger (www.
ettinger.co.uk) Brogue Collection

nut coin purse, which retails at
£150, and two Connell Guides

(www.connellguides.com).
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The Week is available on CD and via the e-text service from National
Talking Newspapers on 01435-866102; www.tnauk.org.uk

30 July 2016 THE WEEK

51




