
        

 
  

  

 
 

   

 

    
  

 
  

   
 

  
 

  

 

 
 

    
  

      
       
      

 

  
  

                 
 

 

    
 

  



OUR DOUBLE

GUARANTEE TO YOU

1. If you’re not totally happy with

your order, return it within 30 days 

and we’ll replace or refund in full.

2. Should any hardy plants fail to 

thrive thereafter, we’ll replace free of 

charge – you just pay the PP&I!

Peter McDermott
Head Gardener

Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss First Name

Surname                 

Address                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                                      

                                                      Postcode                                   

Tel                                                                                                   

Email           
Please tick if you prefer not to receive offers other than from You Garden.
 Yes, I would like to sign up to the

 FREE You Garden Newsletter!

© YouGarden Limited 2015.

Delivery to UK mainland only*

I enclose cheque/PO with your name & address on back for £
payable to You Garden, or charge my Visa/Mastercard/Maestro card:
Card Security
No. No.
Start Expiry Maestro Last 3 digits on reverse

Date Date Issue No.
*A £6.00 surcharge will apply to the following postcode areas: AB, BT, DD8-11, GY, HS, IM, IV, JE, KA27-28, KW, PA20-80, PH19-50, TR21-25 & ZE. See website for full details.

Post to: YouGarden, PO Box 637, Wetherby Road, York, YO26 0DQ.
Item Offer Description Price Qty Sub Total

680027
1m Tall Standard Oleander in a Large Pot £19.99

Buy 2 - JUST £14.99 EACH! SAVE £10.00! £29.98

 These SPECIAL OFFERS go perfectly with your Standard Oleanders

 680006 Canary Island Date Palms - Pair of 80-100cm Tall Plants £14.99

  550058 Pair of ‘Boulevard Patio Clematis £14.99

  
820001

 Join the YouGarden Club and SAVE 10% on 
£10.00

   EVERY ORDER! Was £20, Now £10 - SAVE £10!

   Deduct 10% (10p in every £1) if you joined the YouGarden Club:

 Add PP&I £6.99
 Total order value

SAVE £10 WHEN YOU BUY TWO

EACH
+PP&I

FOR AN EXTRA 10% OFF
Join The YouGarden Club Today!

SEE COUPON

FOR DETAILS

“Magnificent Winter-Hardy 3ft. Tall ‘Standard’
Oleanders For A Profusion Of Hot-Pink Blooms
& Evergreen Foliage… Simply Fantastic...

arden.com/GN315
e 0844 6 569 569

min plus your network provider’s access charge.

 st completed coupon to:

  X 637, Wetherby Road, York YO26 0DQ
Terracotta pot shown for illustrative purposes only – not included. Offer available while stocks last. © YouGarden Ltd 2015

Important: Contact with Oleander foliage and its sap may irritate the skin. All parts of the Oleander Plant are toxic if ingested

, BY PHONE OR POST GN315

SEE THE

VIDEO
ONLINE

...Give Your Front Door, Conservatory,
Patio Or Balcony A Sunny Uplifting 

Mediterranean Feel... Breathtaking!!”

Add a sense of the warm, exotic, vibrant Mediterranean 

to your home with these beautiful 3ft. tall winter 

hardy Oleander Easy to grow, Oleanders thrive on 

weather, temperature down to 

r it’s one of the UK’s favourite 

cs! We have a limited number 

e mature and well established 

plants available. Supplied at 

ft tall in 5 litre pots, they can 

be seen at over £40 each in 

garden centres. During this 

mited offer period however, 

buy one for JUST £19.99 or

n extra £10 and buy two of 

ties for only £29.98 – that’s 

just £14.99 each!
SPECIAL

S OFFER

Pair of 80-100cm Tall
Canary Island Date Palm
These architectural
beauties will add instant
and dramatic impact to
your patio or garden with
their spectacular fanning 
foliage. Hardy to -6C.

 NOW ONLY £14.99 680006.

NOW JUST

£14.99
WHEN YOU BUY

2 FOR  £29.98
SINGLE PLANT £19.99

ADVERT CODE

Supplied

3FT
TALL!

•Smothered in beautiful hot-pink blooms all summer

•Incredible impact – perfect for patio pots!

•One of the UK’s favourite hardy exotics

•Gorgeous sweet fragrance to fi ll your garden

•Lush, evergreen foliage for year-round interest

WINTER
HARDY
TO -5ºC

�

AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE 
DISPATCH – PERFECT FOR 
SUMMER-LONG IMPACT!
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Britain’s most trusted
voice in gardening

About Now
5 Plant of the Week:

Delphiniums
6 The Windowsill Gardener
7 Potty About Plants: exotics
9 Boredom Busters
11 Wildlife Watch
11 Weather Wise

Features
12 Old-fashioned gardening for

modern gardens
18 Dogs welcome! Gardens to visit

with four-legged friends
22 Garden of the week
26 Carol Klein’s summer

flowerbed saviours
58 Homegrown: Refreshing

chamomile treats

What To Do This Week
31 Rid your garden of weeds
32 Lift and divide irises
37 Martin Fish is getting to grips

with his grapevine
39 Yes, you can grow peonies, says

Chris Beardshaw!
40 Sow peas for an autumn

harvest
41 Medwyn Williams is measuring

his onions
42 The Plant Doctor: blight
43 Terry Walton is hoping for a run

of dry days

The Experts
45 Stage beautiful begonias, with

Alan Harris
46 Lynne Dibley’s pick of heat-

loving indoor plants
47 Keep fuchsias flowering, with

John Nicholass
49 Nigel Colborn answers your

questions

You and Your Gardens
52 Readers’ gardens
54 Your letters and photos
66 Gardening genius

Offers & Competitions
33 Do you have a winning pot?
57 Prizewinning crossword
60 Save pounds on delphimiums
61 Money off patio fruit trees
63 Free galanthus for every reader

Schools are breaking up, the weather’s

been sunny and I’ve got that holiday

feeling! I’ve got itchy feet and want to

get out and visit gardens at their peak

– Carol Klein’s been to Wollerton Old

Hall this week, and I’m jealous – it’s

been on my list for ages! If you’re

a dog owner, read Lucy Bellamy’s

round-up of gardens that are happy

for you to bring your four-legged

friend along. If you like your gardens

to be a bit more traditional, try the

exemplary Victorian gardens on

page 16. And if you have children

who don’t like visiting gardens all

summer, keep them busy with

Mandy Morrison’s new

series of holiday ‘Boredom

Busters’ – I may even

try them myself!

I’ve got that
summer
holiday feeling!

SUBSCRIBE TODAY

£1
an issue!

Go to
p.28

for full 
details!

Look inside!

Garden News Editor
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Great gardens to 
visit – and you can 
take your dog!

P.32

Keep bearded 
iris at their best

Just time to 
squeeze in a 
last crop of 

peas

P.40

P.12

P.18

The old-fashioned techniques 
worth trying today!

ON THE
COVER

ON THE
COVER

ON THE
COVER

ON THE
COVER

ON THE
COVER

ON THE
COVER

ON THE
COVER

ON THE
COVER

ON THE
COVER

ON THE
COVER

ON THE
COVER

Cover image: Bearded iris ‘Smash’ – GAP Photos



C
hatsworth House in 

Derbyshire (left) is to 

stage a new flower show 

in 2017. The announcement from 

co-partners the RHS and the 

Duke and Duchess of Devonshire, 

owners of the Grade-I listed 

estate, marks a fresh extension 

of other regional RHS shows at 

Cardiff, Malvern and Tatton Park, 

complementing flagship events 

Chelsea and Hampton Court 

Palace. The new show will be an 

annual event. “The amazing 

estate has a rich gardening 

heritage, and we’re honoured 

and excited to be part of it. The 

show will be bursting with fresh 

ideas,” said RHS director general 

Sue Biggs.  The move comes after 

the Chatsworth landscape 

featured in an exhibit at this 

year’s Chelsea Flower Show, 

designed by Dan Pearson. 

Just weeks ago the charity 

announced it was withdrawing 

from BBC Gardeners’ World show 

in Birmingham, to concentrate 

on delivering services to 

gardeners in the north. 

It also recently mooted plans 

to launch a new northern school 

of horticulture later this year, 

part of an £100m investment in 

the industry over 10 years. 

O The RHS Chatsworth Flower 

Show will take place June 7-11, 

2017. Visit www.rhs.org.uk/

chatsworth-show

AboutNOW

In safe hands

T
he garden of a famous 

historian and garden 

designer is being 

bequested to a horticultural 

charity. The Laskett, created by 

Sir Roy Strong and his late wife 

Julia Trevelyan Oman, since 

1973, has been accepted by 

charity Perennial, who support 

disadvantaged individuals in 

horticulture. Sir Roy’s 1.6ha (4 

Laskett gardens to be saved by charity 

Chatsworth show unveiled 

First show will 
launch in June 2017

The Laske�  gardens 
in Herefordshire is 
just like a hidden 
corner of Hidcote

Sir Roy Strong, 
former curator 
of London’s 
V&A Museum

The garden 
harks back 
to Stuart 
England
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acre) creation had previously 

been offered to the National 

Trust in 2014. Despite coming 

with a £3m endowment, the 

National Trust declined to take 

on the garden, upsetting Sir

Roy to such a degree that he 

threatened to destroy the garden 

he had created. The garden’s 

design is influenced by famous 

UK gardens such as Hidcote and 

the baroque gardens of Italy and 

Stuart England, with dramatic 

vistas and quirky elements.

Said Sir Roy: “The creation of 

the gardens was a shared passion 

with my late wife and they will 

remain a monument to a 

marriage. Now we have opened 

to the public, that passion is 

shared with thousands of visitors.” 

“We are looking forward to 

working with Sir Roy to preserve 

his garden and ensure its 

survival for many generations to 

come,” said Perennial chief 

executive Richard Capewell.

Acquisition of the The Laskett 

brings the number of gardens 

entrusted to Perennial to three, 

after York Gate near Leeds, 

Yorkshire, in 1994, and Fullers 

Mill, West Stow, Suffolk, in 2013.



Plant
OF THE 
WEEK

B
lue in every shade is the 

delphiniums’ trademark, 

from deepest indigo to 

palest lavender, but flowers can 

also be cream, lilac, pink, red and 

even green. The single or double 

flowers have a distinctive central 

‘eye’, often in black or brown and 

looking like large bees in the 

centre of each bloom. The lush 

green foliage takes a few weeks 

to make an impressive clump, so 

the first flowering stems that 

Delphiniums
These dreaming spires bridge the gap between early and mid-summer

5 multi-coloured varieties to try All from Blackmore & Langdon’s, tel: 01275 332300; www.blackmore-langdon.com

‘Sungleam’ AGM
A tall variety with large 
cream fl owers, each 
with a green tinge and 
creamy yellow eye. 
Height up to 2m (6ft)

‘Nimrod’
Royal purple spires with 
white-eyed fl owers. 
A lofty variety for the 
back of a border. 
Height 1.8m (6ft)

‘Conspicuous’ AGM
The black eyes really 
stand out against the 
almost luminous lilac 
blue fl owers. 
Height 1.5m (5ft)

‘Strawberry Fair’
Aptly named for its soft 
mulberry-pink petals, 
each with a cream 
centre. bonariensis. 

Height 1.5m (5ft) 

‘Loch Leven’ AGM
One of the best-known 
blues, with masses of 
fl owers that crowd 
each stem. 
Height 1.5m (5ft)
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appear in June are a welcome 

sight. As the weather and 

soil warm up, the spikes get 

taller and buds begin to open. 

Delphiniums arrive just in time 

to partner the first roses and 

they make a dream team with 

white foxgloves, or as a contrast 

with a froth of lime green from 

perennials such as euphorbia 

or alchemilla.

Delphiniums are at home in 

any style of planting, from classic 

herbaceous borders to cottage-

garden schemes. The smaller 

varieties such as ‘Blue Tit’ also 

look good with grasses and 

alliums in contemporary or 

prairie-style planting schemes.

Keep them happy
Plant delphiniums into rich, 

moist but well-drained soil. They 

flower best in a sunny, open 

position. Slugs and snails target 

the emerging shoots so use 

pellets or water in nematodes. 

Stake the tall varieties early 

in the season, or grow them 

through wide mesh netting 

supported by canes. 

Delphiniums respond very 

well to the Chelsea chop. Cut 

half the stems hard at the end 

of May and they’ll flower later to 

extend the season. Delphiniums 

can repeat flower well into 

autumn if it’s a mild year but 

they are at their best now.

‘Blue Tit’
Fabulous indigo-blue 

fl owers on a relatively 
dwarf delphinium.

Easy to fi t into a
small or windy garden.

Height 90cm-1.5m(3-5ft)



French marigold ‘Alumia
Vanilla Cream’
Unique colour break. Neat, bushy habit.

Full sun. H: 30cm (12in). Price: £2

AboutNOW

F
resh salad is so much more than a

garnish, but with unpredictable

weather the price of salad leaves can

soar. Grow your own lettuce on the kitchen

windowsill and there’ll always be some fresh

leaves to pick.

In cool or north-facing rooms, grow winter

lettuces such as ‘Winter Gem’, or ‘All The Year

Round’. ‘Mixed Salad Bowl’ lettuces are good

for warmer positions. Oriental salads will

take over from midsummer – they grow

naturally later in the year.

Sow seed regularly but very thinly.

A windowsill box will only take around four

young lettuce, slightly more if you are

growing mixed leaves and herbs to use as a

‘cut-and-come-again’ crop. Sowing every two

or three weeks will give something fresh for

your salads all year.

Forward planning is key to a regular

supply, so start your seedlings off in a small

pot, ready to transplant seedlings into larger

boxes of multi-purpose compost to grow on.

Keep the compost moist but not wet.

You can buy ready-made kitchen garden

containers. Choose from plastic, wicker or

wood, or for a chic, Mediterranean look, plant

into an old wine box with some drainage

holes made in the bottom. Metal containers

can get very hot which could damage roots,

so avoid using them on very sunny

windowsills.

Kitchen salad bar

Seeds of
inspiration
Retail merchant Kings Seeds has

assembled a wide range of flowers and

vegetables in their 2016 catalogue,

including the following tempting

easy-to-grow varieties.

OTo request a catalogue or buy online,

visit www.kingsseeds.com

Show us yours!
Do you love gardening in tiny spaces?
Share your pics and tips with the
Windowsill Gardener – she might make
you (a little bit) famous!

gn.letters@bauermedia.co.uk

Aberglasney:
new facility

Training for the future

6 Garden News / July 18 2015
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Phlox ‘Sugar Stars’
Long fl owered in summer. Sweetly 
scented. H: 45cm (18in). Price: £1.60

Omphalodes ‘Little Snow White’
Elegant annual, ideal as edging. Long 

fl owered. H: 40cm (16in). Price: £1.30

An historic garden in Wales will train the gardeners of tomorrow, thanks to a 

£1m Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) award. Carmarthenshire’s 4.5ha (10 acre) 

Aberglasney Gardens received the award to convert dilapidated farm buildings 

into an ambitious training facility. The aim is to provide training for a new 

generation of gardeners, as well as school children and students with learning 

difficulties. “We’ll be able to teach the skills that go into making a heritage 

garden like Aberglasney. The buildings we’re restoring will also house a 

nursery for propagating plants,” said head gardener Joseph Atkin.

The HLF award will also help fund a spectacular new greenhouse, an 

arboretum and meadow walk, new composting facilities, a ‘green’ heating 

system and the appointment of a part-time senior horticultural trainer and 

funding for two year-long traineeships in heritage horticulture skills.

O Tel: 01558 668998; www.aberglasney.org



How did you get into

gardening?

I was about 10 years old when I

started growing vegetables with

my parents. I did it for a couple of

years and then wanted to get into

gardening something more

permanent. That’s when I found

a love of ornamental plants. I

began sowing rows of flowers on

the veg patch, but then moved

into experimenting with cottage

garden plants.

Why exotics?

I went on holiday to Tresco on

the Isles of Scilly and I was

fascinated by the climate and all

the exotic plants thriving down

there. When I was studying

Horticulture at Writtle College,

I did my dissertation on palms

and the climatic conditions they

do best in. Exotics are such great

value plants – beautiful-looking,

and many are supremely hardy.

How’s your garden at home?

Full of all the plants I love. I have

a Trachycarpus fortunei and a

dwarf Trachycarpus

wagnerianus, a pseudopanax, a

variegated Arundo donax, softer

planting such as lovely red-

purple, hardy perennial Lobelia

tupa, the very rare Boltonia

decurrens – a daisy-like plant,

Salvia involucrata, which has

large bright pink tubes of

flowers. I could go on! I tried

an asclepias but it hasn’t

flowered, unfortunately. My

Eriobotrya japonica looks so

exotic, is evergreen, and is so

underused.

What’s your favourite plant?

Anything that is superbly hardy,

unusual, exotic, but crucially,

can withstand the British

climate!

What’s the most unusual

plant you have at the

nursery?

We have all sorts of unusual

ones. There’s a really unusual

Phlox paniculata ‘Giant Form’,

which is a wild species, pale blue,

reaches 2m (7ft), and can be put

at the back of borders where it’ll

do brilliantly.

What was your highlight at

RHS Hampton?

It was the first time we’ve

exhibited, but we thoroughly

enjoyed it and went through a

steep learning curve! We’re

looking forward to wowing them

next year with a different colour

and plant palette, with reliable

flowerers and some lovely,

unusual specimens.

ONottingham-based,

family-run nursery Plant

Revelations has been the

home of exotic plants and

perennials since 2010. They

offer a range of horticultural

“Exotics are such
great value plants”

City’s ‘lost’ bloom is found
A rare rose, namesake of the city of

Gloucester, has been rediscovered in a local

garden after a radio appeal. Launched in 1970,

the saffron-yellow and gold hybrid tea ‘City of

Gloucester’ had fallen into decline. Although

Gloucestershire breeder Jim Sanday

considered it ‘one of the cleanest roses’ he had

raised, by the millennium just 500 were

known to exist. Beds of the rose in the City’s

park and hospital subsequently disappeared.

While local historian Caroline Mellor was

researching city namesake associations, she

discovered the rose was no longer available

for sale. Conservation charity Plant Heritage

confirmed the variety was not listed

anywhere. After her radio appeal, just

one listener was found to have the rose,

fortuitously with the original label attached.

One plant: rose
‘City of Gloucester

Subscribe now for £1 an issue! Go to www.greatmagazines.co.uk/gn July 18 2015 / Garden News 7
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Fruit on exotic 
eriobotrya

Statuesque 
Lobelia tupa

Michael Fisher, 30 

Lives: Nottingham 

Works: Owner of Plant 
Revelations, exotic plant 

and giant perennial 
nursery

Potty since: he was
10 years old!

Potty 
About
PLANTS



R
oundabouts in a number

of major cities are to get a

floral makeover. The new

initiative sees earmarked

examples located in main

arterial roads in Glasgow,

Sheffield, Leeds, Birmingham,

Swindon, Liverpool and Woking,

all set to be transformed with

meadow-like mixtures of

high-performance perennials,

annuals and wildflower turf.

Professor Nigel Dunnett from

Sheffield University, an expert in

AboutNOW

Heavens above!
New landscape park has cosmic theme

eeds destined for the

International Space Station

(ISS) were destroyed when

the rocket they were stowed on

exploded soon after take off. The

seeds, part of an RHS schools

project called Rocket Science,

were on the unmanned SpaceX

CRS-7 rocket. The total payload of

equipment and supplies was lost

in the incident, which happened

2½ minutes into the mission

from Cape Canaveral. Reasons

for the explosion are still under

investigation. The seeds were

due to be grown by British

astronaut Tim Peake when he

arrives at ISS in September. The

RHS are currently discussing plans

to restage delivery of a new batch

of seeds with the UK and European

space agencies.

Lost in space

Eyesore –
Crawick open
cast mine

Seeds were
stored on
a similar
rocket.
Astronaut
Tim Peake
(below)

Swirling stones 
depict black 
holes in space

The galaxy 
Andromeda helped 
inspire the design

Floral roundabouts

8 Garden News / July 18 2015
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mounds represent the Milky 

Way and Andromeda galaxies, 

while paths winding around 

each represent spiral arms of 

each galaxy. Each is topped with 

a mound of rocks signifying a 

‘black hole’. Other mounded 

structures represent 

neighbouring galaxies. Jencks 

has worked on other schemes 

such as his own Garden of 

Cosmic Speculation, 

Northumberlandia, and features 

in Beijing’s Olympic Park.

Starting work in 2012, 

landowner the Duke of 

Buccleuch has spent  

£1 million on the public 

attraction after being 

lobbied by locals 

dissatisfied with the 

industrial blot on their 

doorstep. Said the Duke: 

“Not only has Charles 

Jencks transformed a 

brutal eyesore into a 

landscape of awesome 

scale and 

beauty, he has 

also created 

something that just

might be a catalyst for

transformation in

this neglected corner

of rural Scotland.”

O For opening times

and entrance fees,

visit www.

crawickmultiverse.

co.uk

A 
spectacular new park, 

previously an open cast 

coal mine, has opened to 

the public in Scotland. Inspired 

by the cosmos, the 22ha (55 acre) 

Crawick Multiverse, near 

Dumfries, has transformed an 

eyesore into a vast work of land 

art, using just grass, water and 

rock. Inspired by star systems, 

black holes and other features 

in space, renowned landscape 

architect Charles Jencks 

moulded thousands of tonnes of 

earth and 2,000 large boulders 

into grassy mounds to create 

galactic hills and megalithic 

universes. The two largest 

creating colourful, self-

sustaining, low-maintenance,

weather-resistant plantings,

has been commissioned to

formulate the plant mixtures

that will also support bees and

other pollinators. Professor

Dunnett’s schemes were a

successful feature of the 2012

Olympic Park. The 12-month

long collaboration between

sponsor and car-hire company

Enterprise Rent-A-Car,

ornamental meadow producers

Pictorial Meadows

and Sheffield

University will

cost £130,000.

Following careful

ground

preparation, the

plants, seeds and

meadow mats will

be established in

autumn 2015.

Bold plantings of
perennials and
wildflowers in Sheffield
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SPONSORED BY

There’s something
in the water…

With Mandy Morrison

Grab your children’s
a�ention by making
flowers change colour
with food colouring

I
f you said to your children “I can

make a flower change colour”,

I think you’d be onto a winner to

grab their attention in the holidays!

In our (hopefully) hot summer, there

will be plenty of watering to do with

your children in the garden, but how

much more interesting will that be if

they can understand the science behind

how a plant drinks?

Putting white cut flowers into a glass

of water with food colouring in is a

fascinating experiment – start in the

morning, as the whole process can take

four to six hours.  Older children could

make a time-lapse video or might want 

to try more advanced ‘rainbow roses’!

While you’re waiting for nature to 

take effect, why not get children to

make their own watering devices by

piercing holes in a milk bottle lid?

With a bit of supervision, plus a few

Sharpies to personalise their bottles,

they will be very happy to

water everything.

Once you’ve explained that

the colour change is due to

plants sucking up liquid

through their stems, all your

watering helpers will

understand to direct their

squirts to the base of the plants

where it is most effective. You

never know, this could inspire 

more research into plant science!

O�www. little-gardeners.co.uk
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Make science 
fun this summer!

Summer holida

Starstruck – a complex 
of mounds represent 
aspects of the cosmos
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AboutNOW

Head to your nearest pond for some summer fun

Time to take a dip!

With Julian Rollins
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There’s a whole 
world of watery 
life waiting to 
be discovered

B
y midsummer your garden pond 

should be purring along like a 

well-tuned engine. The energy of the 

sun powers what is a complex ecosystem in 

miniature, and plants and animals thrive.

To get a sense of the rate at which aquatic 

plants photosynthesise, try taking out a piece 

of submerged pondweed and putting it into a 

glass jar. Then, stand the jar in full sun and 

leave for half an hour. When you return you’ll 

be able to see tiny oxygen bubbles streaming 

from the leaves – a marker of how efficiently 

the water plants are soaking up energy.

Warm water and good oxygen levels mean 

that things are stirring in the underwater 

jungle of the summer pond, which is why 

now’s the time to enjoy a bit of pond dipping. 

It’s a great way to while away an hour or two 

with your children, grandchildren, or on your 

own – why should kids have all the fun? 

Arm yourself with some glass jars, a 

shallow container and a sieve. Also helpful is a 

magnifying glass, and a camer    o 

setting, so you can capture ima    

with photos online or in a guid

Pond life
Here are six common finds in a garden pond…

Pond skater Tiny, water-repelling hairs on

this insect’s feet give it the ability to skim

across the pond surface. Pond skaters detect

the movement of insects that fall into water,

then dart in for the kill.

Water boatmen Like pond skaters, the 

water boatman or backswimmer patrols the

pond on the lookout for stricken insects, 

driven by powerful hind legs like little oars.

Damselfly larvae Even tiny ponds can offer

a habitat for damselflies, which look like 

dragonflies but are smaller and more delicate.

During their larval stage, damselflies live 

under water, hunting tiny invertebrates.

Freshwater shrimp Deeper down in the

pond, these tiny crustaceans feed on 

decaying leaves. Whether they arrive at a

pond is a matter of chance – they’re thought

to hitch a ride on birds’ feet.

Newt tadpoles Up to 40mm long, newt 

tadpoles look like miniature versions of their

parents, but with feathery gills. They prey on

ond invertebrates. Most leave the

pond in early autumn, but some will

stay on for a further year. 

t diving beetle Dytiscus marginalis

s to around 30mm. You will often see

m come to the surface for air, which

ey store under their wing-cases while

diving. Both adults and larvae are 

carnivores. The larvae are bigger than the

adults, and have powerful jaws. 

O�For pond-dipping identification, visit 

www.freshwaterhabitats.org.uk 

Take good
Young children can drown in garde
ponds, so make them aware of the
dangers and never let young children
pond dip without adult supervision.
Also, remember to wash your hands
and any equipment you’ve used after
pond dipping. 

F
inally, on July 3, my garden did get 

some rain, but it was a torrential 

burst that brought 8.6mm (⅓in) 

in less than 10 minutes. The raindrops 

seemed enormous though anything 

larger than about 5mm will break into 

smaller droplets due to the resistance of 

the air. However, in some parts of the 

world some raindrops have been 

measured to be near 1cm (½in) in 

diameter, for instance above the Amazon 

rain forest in 1995 – a world record.

The storm was very active electrically 

as well and I estimated that there were 

2,500 flashes of lightning in my area in 

just two hours. Across the UK, some 

100,000 flashes occurred that night. It 

can strike locations way beyond the 

immediate storm cloud. 

Lightning occurred a couple of days 

later in South Wales and emphasised in a 

dramatic and distressing incident that 

being out on a hillside in a thunderstorm 

is not an ideal environment. Lightning 

strikes can concentrate around hill 

summits and slopes and in this case two 

walkers died. 

One of the best ways of avoiding being 

caught out is to recognize the sky signs 

for impending storms. Just four hours 

before a storm burst over my garden, 

altocumulus castellanus (see picture 

above) and floccus clouds were seen in 

the sky, a sure sign that the atmosphere 

was becoming unstable. On a walk 

several days later, I came across some 

cattle that were all lying down. No, it 

wasn’t going to rain, they were just tired! 

● Visit Ian’s website at 

www.frostedearth.com

With Ian Currie

Storms bring 
rain at last!

Ian C
u
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e nsp re y gar en ng t ps
& techniques from a bygone age

Revive
old 
skills

Words Pam Richardson

P
ick up an old gardening 

almanac and you’ll see 

gardening terms and 

practices that have fallen from 

common use. Some old practices 

are rightfully out of favour, but 

many of the old horticultural 

skills are worth reviving, whether 

to create new plants or to get more 

from your plot. 

Alan Titchmarsh’s recent brush 

with controversy involved the old 

name for the innocent gardening 

job of ‘double digging’. Referring 

to it by what was once a common 

expression has caused something 

of a furore.

The old skills mentioned here 

are unlikely to cause offence, and 

all are worth reviving, whatever 

their common name.

Using rootstocks 
Commercial producers of fruit 

trees and roses usually use a 

rootstock and graft the flowering 

or fruiting variety they want onto 

G
A

P P
hotos
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Continues over the page

       
When gardeners talk about hot beds they’re 

not referring to a place seething with gossip or 

iniquity, although a properly made hot bed 

may become steamy! 

The fi rst hot beds allowed estate gardeners 

to grow exotic fruits such as melons and out-

of -season vegetables for the ‘big house’. They 

extended the season or beat the weather. Hot 

beds work by warming the soil. The thick layer 

of manure at their base rots and gives off  heat, 

in turn heating up the soil layer above. They’re 

a good project for early spring, when you’re 

itching to get sowing but the soil isn’t warm 

enough yet. Making a hot bed allows you to 

steal a march on nature.

Use well-turned, fresh stable manure, not 

stuff  that’s already well-ro
 ed, because it’s 

the ro
 ing process that gives off  the heat you 

need. Manure that’s one or two weeks old 

is ideal, to avoid the bed becoming too hot 

for the plant roots. It’s topped with soil or 

compost to give you a surface to sow or plant 

into. Firm down each layer well to avoid the 

bed sinking as it rots down. 

You can use your hot bed for direct sowing of 

crops such as rocket and cut-and-come-again 

salad leaves, if you cover it over with a cloche 

or lid. If you do cover the surface, allow excess 

steam to escape before sowing or planting. 

You can also use it to plant fi rst early potatoes, 

giving them a warm environment that will give 

you a very early crop. And it will come in very 

handy later in the year for growing tender crop 

such as melons, aubergines and French beans.

Traditional ‘big house’ melon pits were 

made in the same way, just slightly larger. 

Close the frame lids at night before the air 

cools, and open again every morning to avoid 

steam forming on the glass.

Build a DIY hot bed

2When all your manure’s in place, level the 

surface and fi rm it down well. 3Add a fi nal layer (at least 20cm/8in) of top 

soil for a fi ne seed-sowing surface.1Make a wooden frame or use an old cold 

frame and tip in a thick layer of manure.

it. You can do the same, if you

want to have a go at grafting. If

you have a much-loved apple tree

that’s reaching the end of its

productive life, it could be an

exciting way to propagate it, using

a healthy young stem from the

old tree and grafting it onto a new

rootstock. Likewise if you want to

propagate your own roses.

Many exhibition rose growers

produce their own rose bushes

this way. By bud grafting (also

known as budding – see the next

page) the best bushes of a

particular variety, then budding

again from the best

bushes of that batch, they

can continually improve their

stock and the end product is

a superior strain.

But first you’ll need your

rootstocks. You can use any

vigorous plant of the same

family as a rootstock or you can

buy them. Commercial fruit

and tree rootstocks are often

available from nurseries,

or try a specialist such as

Tree Grafting Supplies,

tel: 01558 650928; www.

treegrafting supplies.com

Rose rootstocks are less easy to 

find, but it’s possible to produce 

your own using young vigorous 

plants raised from cuttings or 

seed, or try local rose growers. 

Modern rose growers tend to 

grow roses on their own roots, 

or graft their roses onto strong-

growing rootstocks such as Rosa 

laxa. This species has thick bark 

that makes it easier to bud, or you 

could try Rosa multiflora, which 

is vigorous but has thin bark so

successfully budding onto it can

be tricker. Some growers use Rosa

canina, but it does tend to sucker.

Whichever you choose, take 

20-25cm (8-10in) long hardwood 

cuttings of your rootstock plant 

in autumn. Cut just above an eye 

at the top and below one at the 

bottom and gouge out all the eyes 

along the cutting’s length to stop 

them producing suckers. Push 

them into a spare patch of soil 

and by the following autumn 

they’ll have produced a mass

of fine hair-like feeding roots, 

perfect for grafting onto to

produce a top-quality bush.

Cu�ings of new
rootstocks can be lifted
and used for budding
once they’ve rooted

The graft 
‘union’ of 
rose variety 
and rootstock

Tony B
racegirdle

G
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Hand pollinating
Sometimes bees find it hard to 

access plants, especially those 

growing in polytunnels, 

greenhouses and conservatories. 

Or you may want to try your 

hand at hybridising by 

deliberately crossing the pollen 

from one plant onto another. 

Either way, help nature along by 

     
Bud grafting involves taking a small piece 
of stem including a bud (known as the ‘scion’) 
and transferring it to another plant, or to a 
diff erent place on the parent plant. This 
technique is used on fruit and roses to improve 
the shape or fl owering and fruiting habit.

These grafts are sometimes called T buds or 
shield grafts because the bud that’s removed 
is cut into a shield-shaped piece, to exactly fi t 
into a T-shaped cut in the host plant or ‘stock’. 

You will need...
w���5>9	�ȉȅ88
>5<ȅ:ȅ0�?@ȅ9?�ȉ5@4�.A0?�@;�Ȇ>Ȅ2@�
w����Ȉ5Ȇ;>;A?�?@;/ȇ�;>�4;?@�<8Ȅ:@�@;�?A<<8Ȋ�Ȅ�

good fl ow of sap to the graft. If possible, this 
stock should be slightly more advanced in 
growth than the bud. Old gardeners achieved 
this by burying lengths of stem in soil under a 
north wall to keep them relatively dormant 
until they were needed.

w����.A005:Ȇ�;>�Ȇ>Ȅ2@5:Ȇ�ȇ:52ȅ	�?<ȅ/5Ȅ88Ȋ�?4Ȅ<ȅ0�
to make cu� ing easier.

w���>Ȅ2@5:Ȇ�@Ȅ<ȅ�

Fruit budding
w���A0�2>A5@�2>;9�?<>5:Ȇ�@;�8Ȅ@ȅ�?A99ȅ>
w��'?ȅ�Ȅ�?4Ȅ><�ȇ:52ȅ�@;�/A@�@4ȅ�.A0�2>;9 @4ȅ

parent plant with 6mm (¼in) of bark above
and below. Remove the wood but leave the
bud’s inner bark intact. 

w���A@�Ȅ�o&p�?4Ȅ<ȅ�5:�@4ȅ�4;?@�<8Ȅ:@��
w��%4Ȅ<ȅ�@4ȅ�ȉ;;0�;2�@4ȅ�.A0�@;�9Ȅ@/4�@4ȅ�

T- shaped cleft in the stock exactly.  
w��)4ȅ:�Ȋ;A�Ȅ>ȅ�?Ȅ@5?ŋ�ȅ0�@4ȅ�@ȉ;�ȉ588�?8;@�

together, gently raise the bark of the stock 
and insert the bud. 

w���ȅȅ<�@4ȅ�.Ȅ?ȅ�;2�@4ȅ�.A0�5:�/8;?ȅ�/;:@Ȅ/@
with the bark of the stock, and bind around
the top and bo� om to seal the graft in plac
leave just the growing point exposed.

w��&4ȅ�Ȇ>Ȅ2@�ȉ588�@Ȅȇȅ�=A5/ȇ8Ȋ�52�5@�5?�0;:ȅ 5: ȅȄ>
summer so the stock can be removed abov
the grafted bud. 

w���2�Ȋ;A�@Ȅȇȅ�@4ȅ�Ȇ>Ȅ2@�5:�8Ȅ@ȅ�?A99ȅ> ȉȄ5@ A:
the following spring to remove it. 

w��">;@ȅ/@�Ȇ>Ȅ2@?�2>;9�?@>;:Ȇ�ȉ5:0?�Ȅ:0
winter cold until you’re confi dent they’ve
taken hold.

Budding roses 
Use the same method, but remove the leaves
and thorns on the bud, and take off  the thorns 
on the rootstock you’re grafting onto.

�A0�>;?ȅ?�Ȅ:Ȋ�@59ȅ�2>;9��A8Ȋ�@;�%ȅ<@ȅ9.ȅ>	�
the best time is August when buds and stock 
have been ripened by the sun.

reviving the art of hand 

pollinating. Whichever method 

you use, pollinate in the morning, 

and while flowers are dry.

Use a small watercolour brush 

or cotton bud to collect pollen 

from the stamens of one flower. 

Carefully transfer this pollen 

to another flower, dabbing the 

pollen on the central stigma and 

the area around it. 

Use this method on any plant 

you need to pollinate, such as 

apricots and peaches growing 

under cover (often in flower at 

a time of year when bees are thin 

on the ground). It’s the same 

technique if you’re deliberately 

hybridising, except that the 

pollen comes from a flower on 

one of your two parent plants and 

is dabbed onto a flower on the 

other one.

You can also hand pollinate 

plants that can be reluctant to set 

fruit at first, such as courgettes. 

Courgettes have both male 

and female flowers (male flowers 

have a straight stem, female 

flowers have a swelling just below 

the flower). Snip the male flower 

off the plant. Remove its petals 

but leave the stamen intact. Push 

back the petals of a female flower 

to reveal the central stigma and 

roll the male stamen over it to 

cover with pollen.

A
lam

y

Straight-
stalked male 
courge� e 
fl ower...

into the
bark of the
rootstock
and trim the
bud so it’s
the same
size and
shape

Prepare 
the bud by 
slicing it 
away with 
a sliver of 
bark

... and 
swollen 
female one

A
lam

y

Once you’ve 
inserted the 
bud, bind it 
into place 
with grafting 
tape to keep 
it secure 
while it knits 
together

Cut a T-shape 
in the bark and 
slide the bud 
into it – easy!

Pollinating 
fl owers can 
help you get 
be� er fruit set
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Revive these 3 decorative Victorian ideas
Edge fl ower beds with oak
%;ȉ�Ȅ/;>:?�Ȉȅ>Ȋ�@45/ȇ8Ȋ�5:�Ȅ�\/9�IX5:J�0>588�
around a fl ower bed. Allow them to grow into 
Ȅ�@45/ȇ�4ȅ0Ȇȅ�Ȅ>;A:0�V]/9�I\5:J�45Ȇ4�Ȅ:0�/85<�
regularly to keep it low. 

Build a basket bed
Frame a bed with a woven wickerwork 
surround, 45cm (18in)  high. Plant ivy on the 
outside and let it cover the wickerwork. To 
make a raised bed shaped as a basket, add a 
wickerwork handle that spans the bed, fi ll the 
inside of the bed with soil and plant with 
annual bedding or ground cover roses. 

Plant carpet bedding
This style of bedding was a Victorian favourite, 
.A@�5@�?ȅȅ9?�@;�.ȅ�.Ȅ/ȇ�5:�2Ȅ?45;:��&4ȅ�$�%�
Hampton Court25th anniversary ‘cake’ was a
spectacular example of decorative annual
bedding, and Rolawn’s sculptured lawn
exhibit had le�ers picked out in silver senecio.
Use compact flowering plants such as Begonia

semperflorens, or ageratum, mixed with
foliage plants that are compact, or can be
clipped, to stay neat.

Mist beds
Softwood and semi-ripe summer

cuttings root much more easily

when they are kept moist,

especially when temperatures

soar. A mist bed or bench helps

to prevent moisture loss while

the cuttings form roots and are

widely used commercially and in

traditional propagation houses.

Modern ones work electronically

to deliver intermittent bursts of

fine mist and you can buy them

if you want to kit out your

greenhouse, although they’re not

cheap. Try Access Garden

Products’ Riser Mist Kit

(tel: 01788 822301; www.

garden-products.co.uk).

To make your own much

cheaper and very simple manual

system, fill a deep tray or box with

15cm (6in) of Vermiculite, dib in

Help cu�ings along by
misting them regularly

Victorian carpet bedding 
at Hampton Court 2015! 
Mesembryanthemum and 
sempervivums make a 
drought-tolerant tapestry

Blanching used 
to be a common 
technique – try it 
to reduce chicory’s 
bi� erness

the cuttings and mist with water 

from a hand-held, fine spray. 

Cover with a clear lid, and shade 

from hot sun. Mist daily until the 

cuttings have formed roots and 

can be potted on. 

Sterilising soil
Part of a day’s work for an estate 

gardener was sterilising soil to 

use for seeds and cuttings. It was 

a vital job that took careful 

planning and timing.

Today we can buy sterile soil 

and compost, but if you need 

some seed-sowing compost in a 

hurry, try this quick microwave 

method. Fill a large microwave-

safe container with moist soil, 

and cover with cling film. Make a 

few ventilation holes in the film 

and microwave on full power, 

allowing about 90 seconds for 

every kilogram (2lbs) of soil. Tape 

over the holes and allow the soil 

to cool before using.

Blanching
Today we blanch vegetables in 

boiling water before freezing 

them, but when Victorian 

gardeners talked about blanching 

veg they were referring to various 

methods of keeping stems away 

from the light. This made them 

tender and sweeter to eat.

Lots of different vegetables 

can be blanched, and there are 

different ways to keep stems 

protected from light. These 

include earthing up soil around 

the stems, ideal for leeks, or by 

wrapping a collar of paper or 

newspaper around them, 

keeping the collars in place 

with twine.  These collars keep 

the stems of celery, cardoons, 

radicchio and sea kale white, 

and most importantly for leeks, 

free of grit. 

Crops such as chicory, and 

rhubarb are blanched or ‘forced’ 

by keeping them dark and 

undercover. Chicory gets two 

seasons and gives two different 

crops if they are blanched. Enjoy 

the first crop of leafy chicory in 

the summer and then lift the 

roots and trim any remaining 

leaves to around 2cm (1in) at the 

crown. Cover with a large pot or 

black plastic  and keep at 10-15C 

(50-59F) to force them into 

growth as pale, tasty chicons.

Continues over the page
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OSBORNE HOUSE 
You can’t get more Victorian than Osborne House, Queen Victoria and Prince 
Albert’s holiday home on the Isle of Wight. Enjoy stunning views across the 
%;8ȅ:@�Ȅ?�Ȋ;A�Ȅ095>ȅ�@>Ȅ05@5;:Ȅ8�/Ȅ><ȅ@�.ȅ005:Ȇ�5:�@4ȅ�@ȅ>>Ȅ/ȅ�ȆȄ>0ȅ:?�Ȅ:0�
the gorgeous Victorian walled garden lined with espaliered fruit.
York Avenue, East Cowes, Isle of Wight PO32 6JX
&ȅ8��UV^]X�WUUUWW�ȉȉȉ�ȅ:Ȇ85?4
4ȅ>5@ȄȆȅ�;>Ȇ�Aȇ

BIDDULPH GRANGE 
A truly special garden of the high Victorian period. There’s nowhere quite like it, with its 
Egyptian Court, Chinese Temple, dahlia walk, gro� oes and tunnels.
Grange Road, Biddulph, Staff ordshire ST8 7SD
&ȅ8��UV\]W�ZV\^^^�ȉȉȉ�:Ȅ@5;:Ȅ8@>A?@�;>Ȇ�Aȇ

THE LOST GARDENS OF HELIGAN
If you want serious cold-frame envy, make sure you 
have a good look around Heligan’s melon yard. These 
beautifully restored examples are used by today’s 
gardeners to bring on early sowings of herbs and veg.
Pentewan, Saint Austell, Cornwall 
PL26 6EN
&ȅ8��UV\W[�]YZVUU�ȉȉȉ�4ȅ85ȆȄ:�/;9

BALMORAL CASTLE
A large Victorian kitchen garden 
and superb conservatory plant 
display at the Royal Family’s 
%/;ŏ� 5?4�4;9ȅ���>;A:0?	�ȆȄ>0ȅ:?�
and exhibitions are open to 
visitors daily until August 2.
Balmoral Estates, 
Ballater AB35 5TB
&ȅ8��UVXX^�\YWZXY�
www.balmoralcastle.com
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Visit these exemplary Victorian gardens!

DAVID AUSTIN ROSES
Not Victorian in age but in style, David 
�A?@5:p?�2;>9Ȅ8�(5/@;>5Ȅ:�$;?ȅ��Ȅ>0ȅ:�
shows the fi rm’s roses off  to perfection.
Bowling Green Lane, 
Albrighton WV7 3HB
&ȅ8��UV^UW�X\[XXY�ȉȉȉ�
davidaustinroses.co.uk

WADDESDON MANOR
Three-dimensional carpet bedding in the 
parterre, an immaculate Aviary and Rose 
garden – Baron Ferdinand de Rothschild was a 
Victorian gardener with style!
Aylesbury, Bucks HO18 0JH
&ȅ8��UVW^[�[ZXWW[�ȉȉȉ�ȉȄ00ȅ?0;:�;>Ȇ�Aȇ
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HAYLOFT PLANTS, MANOR FARM NURSERY, PENSHAM, PERSHORE WORCESTERSHIRE WR10 3HB

Double Primrose Ken Dearman

Double Primrose

Val Horncastle

Double Primrose Corporal BaxterDouble Primrose Dawn Ansell Double Primrose Miss Indigo

These rare, English fully double rose-like flowers appear in late winter to add a warm loving glow to the coldest, darkest days
of winter. Nestling in a cosy collar of deep green foliage, they tempt you into the garden with the promise that spring is on the
way. Produced by micropropagation, so once established you will be able to divide each plant and they will remain true to type
unlike inferior seed raised varieties. Not fussy on soil conditions and trouble free, looking sensational in shady spots. Height
and spread 20-25cm (10-12"). Prefers moist but well-drained soil in part shade. Fully hardy perennials supplied in 14 days.

£16

BUY
5 PLANTS

FOR

BUY A FURTHER
5 FOR ONLY

£1

Flowers
continually
from late
winter to

the end of
spring

rare | unusual | exciting
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Bowls of water, spare leads, hitching posts
and homemade dog biscuits in the café.
Lucy Bellamy sniffs out the best gardens to
visit this summer with your four-legged friend

Dog
d ys!

S
troll through an Edwardian rose garden,

past flower-filled herbaceous borders, or

wander between the hedges of a tightly

clipped parterre. Here’s our guide to the best

doggy days out for gardeners and their dogs

this summer.

WALLINGTON GARDEN
Miles of paths make Wallington perfect for a bracing walk with bigger

dogs. The lakes, parks and woods are full of interesting sights, sounds

and scents. Take the winding Serpentine path, or walk the heritage

tree trail. Dogs are welcome here every day.

Best for dogs: Smaller dogs love the shorter one-hour circular river

walk.

Best for you: Visit the hidden walled garden nestled deep in the

woods. It has small vegetable plots, ornamental trees and a nuttery.

Cambo, near Morpeth, Northumberland,
NE61 4AR
Tel: 01670 773600; www.nationaltrust.org.uk

Take
advantage
of hitching
posts at the
entrances to
crowded areas
during busy
times.

Shu�
erstock

N
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m
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TRENTHAM
GARDENS
Take a bracing walk

at Trentham through

the Italian Gardens

and around the mile-

long lake. Dogs can

run in the large

grassy area in North

Park. There are

water bowls at the

lakeside cafe.

Best for dogs: Special

dog treats are available

from the doggy bakery

on the Estate.

Best for you: Hot

colours and heady

scents fill the floral

labyrinth. It’s packed

full of summer

flowering salvias,

echinacea and

astrantia.

Trentham,
Stoke-on-Trent,
Staffordshire,
ST4 8AX
Tel: 01782 646646;

www.trentham.co.uk

KNIGHTSHAYES
COURT
There’s lots for dogs to explore

on the woodland trails at

Knightshayes Court – they

lead to a hidden garden.

Gardeners can investigate the

formal terraces, pool garden

and the walled

kitchen garden.

Best for dogs: Scampering

through the grassy parkland

in Impey Woods.

Best for you: Children will

love quirky fox and hounds

topiary in the formal gardens.

Bolham, Tiverton,
Devon, EX16 7RQ
Tel: 01884 254665;

www.nationaltrust.org.uk

Continues over the page
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Keep your dog
in sight at all
times and use
a lead when
requested.

Dogs get thirsty in
hot weather. Make
good use of water
bowls and ask for
refills at the café.

Be aware that
some people,
especially
children, can
be nervous
around dogs.
Keep them
under control
and don’t let
them jump up.

LOST GARDENS
OF HELIGAN
Dogs on leads are welcome in

every part of Heligan. There’s lots

to explore in the exotic outdoor

jungle or the towering bamboo

tunnels. Heligan is open to dogs

every day.

Best for dogs: Over 200 acres of

new spots to sniff.

Best for you: The wild area is full

of sub-tropical tree ferns, palms

and banana plants.

Pentewan, Saint Austell,
Cornwall, PL26 6EN
Tel: 01726 845100; www.heligan.com

LYME PARK
Dogs are welcome in the formal gardens at Lyme Park on the second weekend of every

month. Trot together through the Edwardian rose garden and along the herbaceous

borders.

Best for dogs: Let them run off the lead in the ravine garden.

Best for you: Over 20,000 bedding plants are used in the knot garden for the summer 

display.

Disley, Stockport, Cheshire, SK12 2NR
Tel: 01663 762023; www.national trust.org.uk
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GODOLPHIN ESTATE 
Stroll together along the neat paths of the King’s Garden and into the

Tudor garden. The original 16th-century layout is still visible (below).

Best for dogs: Climbing Godolphin Hill. Dogs can run off the lead here.

Best for you: The newly planted orchard is full of traditional Cornish 

apple varieties.

Godolphin Cross, Helston, Cornwall, TR13 9RE
Tel: 01736 763194; www.nationaltrust.org.uk

ISSINGHURST
CASTLE AND ESTATE

here are fantastic dog walks on the Sissinghurst

state, the place that inspired the famous gardens

reated by Vita Sackville-West. Look out for the

rchard and vegetable plots.

est for dogs: Drinking bowls outside the Granary

estaurant and coffee shop.

Best for you: Seek out the new bird hide. It’s built

from Sissinghurst oak.

Biddenden Rd, Cranbrook, Kent,
TN17 2AB
Tel: 01580 710700; www.nationaltrust.org.uk

BODNANT GARDEN
odnant is the perfect place

or walking a dog, full of

ose-twitching trails and

eafy corners. Late-night

penings for dogs in the

ardens are from 5pm on

ednesdays until the end

f August.

est for dogs: Spare leads

re available and there’s a

dog crèche nearby.

Best for you: Walk your

dog along the herbaceous bord

and under the rose pergolas. planted with 1,500 fragrant

old English roses, including ‘Gertrude Jekyll’, ‘Pretty Lady’

and ‘Munstead Wood’.

Tal-y-Cafn, near Colwyn Bay, Conwy,
LL28 5RE
Tel: 01492 650460; www.nationaltrust.org.uk
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Park the car
in a shady
spot under
trees if you
have to leave
your dog
there for a
few minutes.

EASTON WALLED
GARDENS
Enjoy the roses, sweet peas and cut

flowers at Easton Walled Gardens

with your faithful friend, before

exploring 12 acres of lawns and

woodlands beyond. There are

dedicated ‘doggy days’ every Sunday

when you can take your best friend

on a sunlit evening walk from 4pm

and 6pm.

Best for dogs: Bowls of water and

free homemade dog biscuits in

the tearoom.

Best for you: The long borders are

packed with nepeta, phlox and lupins.

Easton, Grantham,
Lincolnshire,NG33 5AP
Tel: 01476 530063; www.

eastonwalledgardens.co.uk

Always pick up 
after your dog. 
Take your bags 
home with you 
where bins are 
not provided.

Shu� erstock

Shu� erstock

N
ational Trust Im

ages\A
erial-cam

N
ational Trust Im

ages/Joe W
ainw

right

N
ational Trust Im

ages/A
rnhel de Serra

Easton W
alled G

ardens



BASF plc, PO Box 4, Earl Road, Cheadle Hulme, Cheadle, Cheshire, SK8 6QG.

Tel: 01903 732323 Email: BU-info-uk@basf.com Nemaslug® is a registered trademark of BASF.

150 years

Nemasys
®      

Natural fruit 
and veg protection.
Millions of natural nematodes. 

Hundreds of happy 

gardeners.

Highly recommended by gardeners and professionals

 A unique mix of different nematodes to target a broad 

range of garden pests

Easy to use, just add to water and apply

 Safe for children, pets, wildlife, earthworms and bees

www.nemasysinfo.com/where-to-buy



Meet the north London next door neighbours who have joined
forces to create a beautiful garden that everyone can enjoy

The rit
of s ng

‘
ouldn’t it be nice

to get on with me

neighbours?’ the

Small Faces sang in the sixties.

Simon Moor and Jayne Evans

do more than just get on with

their next door neighbours,

Alyne and Mike Lidgley, they

share their garden with them!

Simon and Jayne moved to

their home in East Barnet in

2004, but with busy lifestyles

– Simon is the lead singer in a

country rock band called The

Snakes and Jayne is an artist,

illustrator and teacher – there’s

little time for gardening. While

the couple still want a garden

that looks good, gardening as a

regular pastime just hasn’t been

possible. And that’s where their

neighbours, Alyne and Mike

Lidgley came in.

“I’m not much of a gardener

and it was a struggle to find time

Gardeners Alyne and Mike Lidgley with

Simon Moor and Jayne Evans

Location 4 Elm Court, Oakhurst

Avenue, East Barnet EN4 8HA

Been in garden 11 years

Size of garden 52m by 6m (170x20ft)

Soil Clay

Visited August

Open July 19, 2-6pm, with 3 Elm Court

as Elm Court Gardens

More info www.ngs.org.uk

Words Clare Foggett

Photos Neil Hepworth

Garden 

OF THE 

WEEK
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to even get out and cut the

lawns,” Simon said. “Alyne and

Mike’s garden is so lovely, they’re

such keen gardeners and we all

get on together very well. When

they asked me ‘how would you

feel about us doing a bit of

gardening?’ I couldn’t say no!

Their garden is established now

and so there’s maintenance to do

to it, but our garden was a whole

new project for them.”

Now retired, Alyne and Mike

have plenty of time to enjoy their

favourite hobby and relished

the opportunity to do even more

gardening, especially because it

meant they could unleash their

talents on a whole new space.

They’re keen cutting takers, raise

plants from seed and divide their

perennials, so always have a

wealth of plants to share, as well

as the experience they’ve gained

over many years of gardening.

But although plants are shared

between the two plots, their

styles are very different.



imon an Jayne knew they

wanted a garden that encourages

wildlife, especially bees and

butterflies. They also wanted to

preserve and make more of the

plot’s existing trees and welcome

plants in a colour palette known

to attract pollinators.

With that in mind, Alyne and

Mike began work on Simon and

Jayne’s garden in 2008. The first

task was to lose the straight lines,

reshape the lawns and re-lay the

path. Jayne and Simon installed

Above: the newly-created
stumpery has become a cosy
home for lush ferns. Below:
borders swell in summer
with the addition of annuals
such as cosmos

The colour scheme is 

mainly pinks and 

purples, with dashes of 

bright white for contrast

Continues over the page
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Jayne’s studio at the bottom of 

the garden, along with a car port, 

and since then, a framework of 

shrubs and perennials has been 

developed, augmented with 

colourful annuals and bulbs.

“We’re so grateful to Simon 

and Jayne for letting us loose 

in their garden,” says Alyne. 

“It’s a great opportunity to do 

something quite different. 

Whereas our garden is about hot 

colours, cut flowers and our real 

passion, topiary, in Simon and 

Jayne’s garden we place more 

emphasis on shrubs and 

perennials.” Purples and pinks 

are key, from mauve erysimum 

to purple-leaved cotinus and 

pink-flowered fuchsias. “There’s 

also a white bed and we recently 

transformed a difficult shady 

area into a stumpery,” says Alyne.

The couple say they don’t 

consciously allocate certain 

amounts of time to each garden. 

“We tend to work together, using 

common sense to prioritise what 

needs doing,” explains Mike. 

“Alyne sometimes classifies jobs 

as ‘blue’ or ‘pink’ but mostly we 

work together. I’ve just finished 

a ‘blue’ job, hammering steel 

edging around Simon and 

Jayne’s lawn. Every year we pick 

up a bargain pack at Chelsea 

Flower Show and hammer in a 

few more metres – at last it’s 

finally finished!”

Alyne adds: “Pink jobs are 

often in the potting shed – my 

sanctuary. We sink all our bulbs 

in aquatic baskets so we can lift 

them out easily. Planting up the 

baskets is a cosy pink job, while 

digging holes for them is 

definitely blue!”



Plants for 
pollinators

lLearn what colours your

neighbours like and respect

their space and preferences.

Make their garden different to

yours.

2Divide time and effort

fairly between both of

your gardens.

3Look after their plants as

you would your own. Your

neighbours aren’t your

under-gardeners so don’t

expect their help.

4Do what you can.

Gardening for your

neighbours isn’t about money,

it’s about your hobby and your

helpfulness.

5Be ready to accommodate

anything they need to

introduce, such as a shed, and

move plants if necessary.

6Honour their view on

products as well as

planting, for example use of

chemicals or peat.

Shrubby germander

(Teucrium lucidrys) is slowly

being incorporated as border

edging – it’s a good alternative to

box. Its flowers are a magnet for

bees, so topiary-lover Alyne has

to resist her urge to clip them too

closely and lose those bee-

attracting blooms! Other plants

that have been successful

include penstemons, thistly

Garden 

OF THE 

WEEK

Alyne’s tips for neighbours

Astrantia
A brilliant summer perennial for bees and

other pollinators. Great on clay soils.

Petunias
Surprisingly pollinator-friendly for a highly-

bred bedding plant, but stick to single flowers.

Alyne uses annual bedding to

add extra colour, such as this

ageratum edging, purple millet

and cosmos combination.

cynara and a stunning white-

flowered Valeriana officinalis,

reaching 2.1m (7ft) in summer.

Now in its seventh year,

this neighbourly gardening

partnership works well. “It’s

great,” Simon says. “I do a bit of

watering and Jayne and I grow

chillies and tomatoes, but that’s

about our limit!” Meanwhile,

Alyne and Mike are very happy

developing and maintaining

the two contrasting spaces.

Both couples can see endless

possibilities for similar

partnerships. If you have time

to spare and can’t get enough

of gardening, and you live next

door to someone who would be

glad of some help in their garden,

why not ask the question?

“Either party must be able to

walk away from the arrangement,

depending on commitments,”

advises Alyne. “And the gardeners

must respect their neighbours’

space and preferences, and not

invade their privacy. Bowling up

unannounced with the lawn

mower when people are trying to

read their Sunday papers is not

on, even if it is the only fine day

of the week!” she says.

It’s obviously working for

these neighbours. Four years

after starting work in Simon and

Jayne’s plot, the couples decided

to open both gardens for the

National Gardens Scheme. Visit

this Sunday and see for yourself!
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Salvia ‘Amistad’
Inky-black stems hold enticing  purple 

fl owers on this coveted salvia variety.

Valeriana offi  cinalis
Scented pink-tinged white fl owers between

June and August – and a bee magnet.

Cynara cardunculus
Globe artichoke flowers will pull in bees

and butterflies from miles around.

Penstemons
Bees love the tubular fl owers of these 

reliable, colourful, low-maintenance plants.

Cosmos ‘Sonata White’
Open fl owers attract insects, while their pure 

white colour enlivens and lightens borders.

Subscribe now for £1 an issue! Go to www.greatmagazines.co.uk/gn

Left: foliage is important for 

texture and colour, here purple 

phormium contrasts well with 

a cream-edged hebe. Right: 

what be� er place for an artist’s 

studio than the garden?

Rose ‘Single Cherry’
Vibrant magenta fl owers with a boss of gold 

in the centre on this R. spinosissima variety. 
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S
o many plants in our

gardens come in for high

praise at one time or

another, but there are a few that

would be sorely missed in most

of our flower beds were they not

to make an appearance. They’re

the summer stalwarts and

without them our borders would

lose their backbone and become

a chaos of blurred colour and

amorphous form.

These are good natured and

easy-to-please herbaceous plants

that make a contribution to the

overall picture for months. The

focus may be on one group at any

one time, but as June turns to

July and July to August, the

spotlight shifts.

Many have attractive foliage

and flower for ages. Some have

attractive seed heads, while

others will flower again if they

are deadheaded or cut back. Few

need staking and most will grow

steadily outwards, needing only

to be lifted and divided every

few years to keep them on the go.

Daisies, members of

Asteraceae (which used to be the

family Compositae) are some of

the most straightforward yet

vivacious stalwarts. Most are

midsummer plants whose

flowering continues into the

autumn, although many of the

smaller flowered asters or

Michaelmas daisies do not start

until the days begin to shorten.

The simple perfecti the

flowers of Aster frikar önch’

is available for months, making it

one of the most desirable plants

in the garden. It is a large blue

daisy with a golden spiralling

centre and long, refined,

beautifully blue petals. It has

balance both within the flower

and between the flowers and the

structure of the whole plant. It

needs no staking and although

it’s always good practice to

deadhead daisies, if it isn’t done,

it will still continue to flower.

There are numerous

cranesbills too, but those that

fulfill this ‘bread and butter’

function, are the taller, bushier

plants like Geranium pratense,

G. psilostemon and hybrids such

as ‘Nimbus’ and ‘Brookside’ with

clouds of blue flowers on 

60-90cm (2-3ft) stems. 

Geranium psilostemon is 

They’re the beautiful and dependable plants
that would be sorely missed in our flower beds

s s

This week

AT
COTTAGE

CAROL KLEIN ‘Without them our
borders would lose
their backbone and 
become a chaos of 

blurred colour’

Simple perfection:
aster ‘Mönch’
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Summer’s

Expect weeks
of flowers
from phlox



magnificent and its large,

black-centred, magenta flowers

above bold palmate foliage could

not be more assertive. It’s such a

good all-rounder, it’s difficult not

to overuse it. Its striking flowers

are borne in abundance from

early summer through to the

time its leaves turn to orange in

late September and October.

Summer borders are places

where plants need to get on

well. There’s no room for prima

donnas, and all the bellflowers

are great team players. Reliably

persistent in my garden is

Campanula persicifolia. It is one

of the most beautiful and poetic

of summer garden flowers. It

forms evergreen rosettes of

narrow, pointed leaves, hence

its common name, the peach-

leaved bellflower. But however

satisfactory these evergreen

clumps may be, it’s not for its

leaves that we grow it. From

midsummer onwards, straight

stems shoot up vertically from

the low, carpeting foliage until, at

about 60cm (2ft), they stop to

concentrate on opening their fat

buds. The species plant has

simple, single bells in blue or

white. It seeds prolifically and

seedlings may vary in flower

colour and stature and

occasionally in form.

Border phlox are excellent

value. On the whole they are

trouble free, although they may

succumb to mildew when

unevenly watered. There are two

main groups, Phlox paniculata, to

which most of our border phlox

belong and Phlox maculata,

whose flowers are distributed

down the stems and which seem

to be less susceptible to mildew.

They are graceful and have a

wilder look than the paniculata

group. The ‘Flame’ series are

claimed to be strong, robust and

mildew free.

My favourite is a tall white

phlox that my mum gave us.

There are now big clumps all

through Alice’s garden. It’s the

essence of a ‘summer stalwart’,

not only beautiful, but

dependable too.

 

Filming at Wollerton Old Hall

in Shropshire was an uplifting

experience. The gardens are

lovingly cared for, you feel as

though every plant gets the

a�ention it needs – and there

are a lorra lorra plants!

It’s difficult to isolate a

single element, but one of the

plants at its most beautiful

best was a rose, ‘Francis

Lester’. In fact it was not one,

but two of them planted either

side of a loggia. The roses grew

in great, floriferous swags,

meeting in the centre. Their

simple, single flowers, white

flushed with soft rosy pink at

their edges formed voluminous

clouds concentrated in the

corners of the façade like the

weighted corners of curtains.

Its fragrance was light and

apple-y but the outstanding

feature of the whole

arrangement was the

symmetry of the two roses,

a masterpiece in pruning.

There’ll be more roses to

see in a couple of weeks when

our new programme Plant

Odysseys is to be shown on

BBC2. The first episode will

be on July 27 at 7pm. In all,

there will be four programmes

each featuring one iconic

flower, tracing its evolution

and how its development

has been affected and

influenced by man.

Rose ‘Francis Lester’

Carol Klein

The rose-smothered
loggia at Wollerton

MONDAY

More weeding in the raised beds has become an

imperative. Willowherb, dog’s mercury and woundwort

are rearing their heads above the flowers and must be

dealt with before flowers turn to seed – a stitch in time…!

TUESDAY

In the same beds, there’s lots of cutting back to do too.

Anthriscus sylvestris ‘Raven’s Wing’ has been a great addition

here, with its bronze, ferny foliage earlier on and light and

airy umbels of flower in May and June – but now it’s time to

tidy it up and save a few seeds.

WEDNESDAY

Our tomatoes are growing at such a rate they’re in danger

of touching the greenhouse roof. We have to decide

whether or not to put the pots on the ground or keep them

on the sand bench and train them into the eaves.

THURSDAY

Our swallows are fledged and starting to take maiden

flights. There seem to be three of them though Alice said she

could see five little heads peeping over the edge of the nest.

FRIDAY

A few weeks ago, we sowed fennel seed – it’s not good

practice to sow too early because it just runs to seed.

They’ve germinated well and now need to be thinned so

they can grow on without disturbance.

SATURDAY

Some of our hedychiums, ornamental gingers, are still

under cover and have shot up so fast they’ve had to be

moved. Their roots are so vigorous, they can sometimes

distort the pots.

SUNDAY

Having to cut back laurel and beech

alongside the track which seems to

get narrower day by day. The laurel

was pruned back earlier and has

really thickened up, but another

precision trim is needed.

What’s looking good now

Ginger lilies could
burst their pots

Tie in tomatoes 
if you’re training 
them upwards
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Subscribe
for just

3 easy ways to subscribe

AN ISSUE*
£1

There’s always something

to do in the garden, but

there’s definitely more time to

stop working and enjoy your

outside space during the

summer months. All we need is the weather

to get a little bit warmer, and I’m envisaging

lots of enjoyable time spent relaxing on the

patio, preferably with some good reading

material to hand! Treat yourself to a Garden

News subscription this summer and not

only will you save money on the shop price,

you’ll also receive each issue, with all its

advice and reminders, delivered to your

door. That’s more time to spend with your

feet up, enjoying the garden you’ve created!

* When you pay by annual direct debit

SAVE

49%
ON SHOPPRICES*

RSELF THIS SUMMER!

Don’t miss our
essential weekly
advice, fantastic

gardens and
inspiring plants

It’s the only
gardening read

you need!

BY POST
Fill in the coupon

on the left

PHONE
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Buy online @ www.premierpolytunnels.co.uk  

or call for a brochure: 01282 811250  

or email: sales@premierpolytunnels.co.uk 

Whatever your pleasure,  
whatever the weather,
It will grow better in a Premier Polytunnel

Larger Diameter Steel     Wide Doors  

5 Layer Thermal Anti Drip Polythene    

Construction Helpline    30 Years Experience



Wilful weeds to watch for

Ground elder

1
A common scourge of

allotments and gardens

alike, with elderflower-like

tiny blooms, ground elder is a

creeping nuisance, spreading

from all around by underground

stems and tiny fragments of

rhizome. Pull them up and make

sure you have as much of the root

as possible.

Bindweed

2
It’s a shame this common

sight in gardens is highly

invasive, as its large white

trumpet flowers are pre
y!

However, it’ll soon put you off

when it chokes your plants and

scrambles across your garden

willy-nilly. It’s quite easy to pull

up and will weaken eventually,

or treat with gel weedkiller.

I
t can often be intimidating to

see the amount of growth

weeds make – one minute

you’re satisfied with the work

you’ve done to get them out,

clutching armfuls of dandelions

and bindweed smugly, and the

next they’re happily poking their

heads where they shouldn’t.

Quite simply, the best method

is to look over your beds often,

picking out tiny shoots when

they’re easier to pull up and less

likely to be established. Though

if it’s very small, leave until it

grows and is easier to identify.

The old adage ‘pull when wet,

hoe when dry’ rings true. Hand

pulling after it has rained is a

good time – soil is loose and

pliable – and hoeing on a sunny

day means weeds shrivel easily.

Progress of pesky weeds can

be halted by topping up the

mulch base around your plants

– it’ll keep moisture in, but best

of all, it’ll suppress any rogue

growth. Run a fork through it

occasionally to keep it airy

and fresh.

If you’d prefer to use

weedkillers – which may help

you tackle those particularly

tough ones – be careful they

don’t harm your other precious

plants or wildlife.

Work
on your
weeds

THIS 

WEEK

Get going on those 
summer weeds 
now they’re out 
and about in force

Subscribe now for £1 an issue! Go to www.greatmagazines.co.uk/gn July 18 2015 / Garden News 31

Horsetail 

3
Dense, fluffy masses

of foliage, which are

a complete pest, and 

really hard to get rid of.  

Shallow weeding may make  

the problem worse, as fragments 

can spread. Tough weedkiller 

 is helpful, as well as deep 

weeding of roots and shoots  

over a long time.

 
 

 
    

 
  team

Clare Foggett
Horticulturist Clare’s 
50m (165ft) garden is home 
to fruit, cut flowers and  
   ornamental borders. 
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What to do this week 

IN YOUR FLOWER GARDEN

They need lots of sunshine for
next year’s flowers, says Karen

Divide 
bearded
iri l t

B
earded iris are a beautiful but fleeting part of

summer, so make sure that magnificent display is

always at its best. Congested clumps need dividing

now if they’re to carry on flowering strongly.

Any that have outgrown their space can be lifted and

replanted too, as can irises growing in unsuitable or

shaded sites that need moving. Re-plant irises where

they are in full sun for most of the day, because the fleshy

rhizomes need to absorb lots of sunshine to make plenty

of flowers next summer.

Weeds are a real nuisance in an iris bed as they

wind their roots among the rhizomes and can be

impossible to hand weed or hoe without

ripping out roots or damaging the irises.

If your clumps have got really weedy, you

could lift the rhizomes now and dig out the

weeds before replanting the irises into their

weed-free bed.

Bearded irises thrive in hot gardens and

most are unfussy about soil, but don’t let

other plants overshadow them and don’t

let soil bury the rhizomes. Water irises after

replanting and keep soil moist (but not wet)

until the plants are established. Protect the

area from disturbance by pets.

How to lift and divide iris rhizomes

1
Use a garden fork to dig up

the congested clump or use a

spade to chop through the

oldest portions if the clump is

very tightly packed.

Cut off any brown or

damaged portions and

keep the new, healthy

rhizomes that have roots and

shoots. Discard the old pieces.

3
Cut off excess foliage to

leave a low fan-shape. This

helps the plant to establish

by reducing moisture loss and

preventing wind rock.

4
Scoop out soil and replant

with the roots buried but

the rhizomes showing

above the surface. Plant so the

rhizomes face the sun. Water well.

…or deadhead them
Spectacular as they are in flower, bearded iris

flowers don’t die gracefully. Once their blooms have

passed their pomp, they can look like brown scraps

of tissue paper clingi the top of the tall

stalks, making borde messy. Get in with your

secateurs and remove each flower stalk right back at

the base, where it emerges from the fan of leaves.

Chop them into pieces and put them on the compost

heap to rot down.
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Keep pots on track 
for a chance to win 
a share of £500!
T

he deadline’s approaching

 for our £500 container 

competition – date-marked 

photos of your best summer 

container need to be with us on 

August 4 (email them to gn.letters@

bauermedia.co.uk or post to the 

usual editorial address marked 

Flower Power Competition) – so keep 

your pots and tubs on track! 

When the weather’s dry, they’ll 

need watering daily. Once a plant’s 

wilted because it has run out of 

water, it never looks quite as good 

again, even if it recovers. Lots of the 

bedding plants that turn containers 

into prize-winners are particularly 

susceptible should the pot run short 

of water. So keep cascades of royal 

blue lobelia looking as impressive as 

they should, and make sure your 

petunias are buoyantly awash with 

colour, not flopping and sad! 

If your container needs longer to 

come to fruition before you take your 

photos, give it a helping hand by 

adding a dose of Flower Power 

fertiliser into your 

watering can. 

Also remember 

to keep 

deadheading 

to make sure 

your plants keep 

flowering and 

so your container 

looks its best for 

its close-up!

Boost sweet peas
Sweet peas aren’t the biggest fans of really hot, dry 

weather. They’ll still flower, but the stems will be short 

and stunted, making them useless for picking. Dry 

roots also increase the chances of them succumbing 

to powdery mildew, which would be a terrible shame 

at this stage of the season, when they could go on to 

produce flowers for months yet! Sort out both problems 

at once by remembering to water them well every 

couple of days or so. Don’t skimp – pour a good can full 

at the base of an obelisk of plants. If plants seem to be 

lagging behind or are looking sorry for themselves, 

add a capful of seaweed extract such as Maxicrop to 

provide them with a timely pick-me-up. And keep 

picking the flowers, even if they’re not the best, 

because if you leave them to turn into seedpods, the 

plants will stop producing new ones

Lawn care
during a drought
It’s tempting to water your lawn when it looks 

sorry for itself and completely parched in hot 

weather. But as soon as rain comes again it’ll 

sort itself out, plus, water is a scarce commodity 

in times of proper drought, and should be 

conserved. To aid water penetration, you can 

pierce the lawn with a fork when rain does 

arrive, but otherwise it’s wise to leave it alone. 

Cutting the grass too short will weaken it and 

make it more susceptible to drought, so avoid 

getting the lawnmower out too often.
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BEST FEATURE

B&Q Blooma
Areto £12
This metal cut-out lantern has an 
ornamental Moroccan style, with a 
weathered copper eff ect. The holes 
create a lovely pa� ern of soft light 
across a table or outdoor se� ing. It 
measures 22cm high x 22cm diameter 
(8¾ x 8¾in), features an on/off  switch, 
and runs for up to eight hours when 
fully charged. It can also be hung up 
using the hanging strap. 

Tel: 0333 014 3098; www.diy.com

BEST ILLUMINATION

B&Q Blooma 
Gallant £7 & £10
These two provided the best white light for 
illuminating the garden. They are made from 
glass with hemp rope and stainless-steel fi � ings. 
The Gallant measures 16cm high x 11cm diameter 
(6¼ x 4¼in) and Gallant Large 20 x 19cm (8 x 

7½in). They have an on/off  
switch, so can be turned off  

when not needed and, 
when on, start charging, 
automatically coming 
on when light levels 

drop. They run for up to 
eight hours when fully 

charged. The Gallant is also 
available in Green, Amber and 

Anthracite coloured glass. 

Tel: 0333 014 3098; 

www.diy.com

BEST COLOURED LIGHT

Cole & Bright Solar Filigree Table Light £9.99
Smart Solar Filigree Ceramic Globe Jar £14.99
These white porcelain globe lights make a� ractive centrepiece features for 
tables. The Smart Solar model is larger, measuring 14cm high x 18cm diameter 
(51½ x 7in), the Cole & Bright 11 x 15cm (4¼ x 6in). They feature both white and 
colour-changing LED bulbs, the la� er option automatically cycles through a 
rainbow of colours. The Cole & Bright runs for up to eight hours, Smart Solar 
for up to six hours. 

Tel: Cole & Bright; 01406 372237, 

www.coleandbright.co.uk

Tel: 01443 843306; 

www.smartsolar.co.uk

GEOFF HODGE

 Tools for

THE JOB

Geoff  Hodge tests solar-
powered lights for 
evenings outdoors 

Writer, TV & radio broadcaster and product guru

Sow your 
free seeds

Nothing can be more easy than growing eschscholzia, or 

Californian poppies. They’re among that lovely group of 

perennials that give such good value in colour and beauty, and 

are so low maintenance that it’s always worth giving them a go.

It’s a tall, hardy perennial, coming in a h ost of beautiful vivid 

colours and lovely feathery blue-ish leaves hiding behind the 

bright flowers. ‘Jelly Beans’ does what it says on the tin! It’s a 

particularly vibrant and showy double-flowered variety, with 

ruffles of delicious blooms in a pick and mix of salmons, reds, 

oranges and pinks, and perfect for a container or really sunny 

border in any soil. 

Simply scatter the seeds in your chosen spot in spring for a 

showing that year, or sow in August or September so you can plan 

ahead for them to flower in late spring the following year. To be 

sure of germination and to get a head start, you can sow them 

thinly in trays indoors in February or March and transplant in late 

spring to a nice sunny spot. 

You shouldn’t need to sow again – if it’s happy where it is, it’ll 

self-seed and give you even more of a stunning show. Try it next 

to some euphorbia or deep-purple flowers such as salvia.

Cut back 
marguerites
This lovely sunny daisy-

like plant, coming in a 

range of pinks, yellows 

and whites, is impressive 

in summer, flowers 

for a long time and is 

reminiscent of hazy 

summer days. You can 

help it to be less untidy 

and gangly and more 

bushy now, and also 

produce more blooms, if 

you deadhead and tidy 

up all those sad, spent 

heads by giving them a 

good snip quite far 

down the stalks. It’ll 

feel refreshed and soon 

grace you with more 

delightful flowers.



300 FABRICS AND LEATHERS • VAT-FREE* • FREE DELIVERY (UK MAINLAND) • 46 YEARS OF COMFORT

See our
huge range
at your local
HSL store

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Sunday 10am-4pm

FREE PARKING
at all stores

Call 01924 507050 or visit www.hslchairs.com
Quote GN23. Calls answered 24 hours a day, 7 days a week

your
chair specialists

†Ordersreceivedbefore12pmwillbedeliveredintwoworkingdays.Restrictionsapply,seein-storeoronlinefordetailsatwww.hslchairs.com.
*All riser-reclinersandadjustable beds are VAT-free for eligible customers. 

Higher seats with back support, for easier sitting and rising from £198

Deep-Base
Single Bed

Lift you to your
feet and recline

you to relax

FREE
Matching
Footstool

Reclining Swivels from £198 Electrically Adjustable Beds
including mattress

& headboard
from £448*

Drop-Arm Sofas
from £458

Linton Standard
Dual Motor

Riser Recliner

Recliner Chairs . . . sit, relax or snooze Riser Recliners VAT-Free*

Many matching
sofas available

48 HR
DELIVERY †

FREE

on selected models
(UK Mainland)

Request your FREE fabric card & catalogue today!

Your pack includes 57 real fabric and 21 real leather
samples, as well as our full range of chairs

Please post this coupon for your FREE catalogue pack

Name

Address

 Postcode

Email

Freepost Plus RTKE-LARX-YJSS, HSL (Dept. GN23),
Unit 1-3, Grange Road Industrial Estate,
Grange Road, Soothill, Batley WF17 6LN

NO STAMP

REQUIRED

NORTH
Aintree L9 5AW
Tel. 0151 5230614
Blackpool FY37AT
Tel. 01253 305098
Bolton BL1 2SL
Tel. 01204 860433
Chester CH14JE
Tel. 01244 314620
Dewsbury WF132DU
Tel. 01924 464796
Greater Manchester
SK1 2BU 
Tel. 0161 4805281
Guiseley LS208LZ
Tel. 0113 8199930
Hull HU6 7PL
Tel. 01482 236705
Newcastle-upon-Tyne
NE21 5ST 
Tel. 0191 4140089

Rotherham
S66 2TP 
Tel. 01709 546705
Stockton-on-Tees
TS18 2SP
Tel. 01642 618433
York 
YO30 4WZ
Tel. 01904 406688
MIDLANDS
Birmingham
B17 8DJ 
Tel. 0121 4296566
Henley-in-Arden
B95 5BA 
Tel. 01564 795787
Leicester 
LE3 2RB  
Tel. 0116 2437432
Lichfield WS136UY
Tel. 01543 439772

Lincoln 
LN5 8QJ 
Tel. 01522 775805
Newcastle-u-Lyme
ST5 9ED 
Tel. 01782 631953
Nottingham
NG9 3JA 
Tel. 0115 9394509
Peterborough
PE2 7BX
Tel. 01733 860003
ShrewsburySY14NU
Tel. 01743 211267
LONDON &S.EAST
Caterham-on-the-Hill
CR3 5PE 
Tel. 01883 332998
Farnborough
GU14 7PG
Tel. 01252 856915

Henley-on-Thames
RG9 1AG 
Tel. 01491 411812
LetchworthSG61LJ
Tel. 01462 482310
Maidstone
ME15 6RQ
Tel. 01622 828458
Milton Keynes
MK12 6HS
Tel. 01908 711290
Norwich NR66EP
Tel. 01603 673940
Orpington 
BR6 0JW
Tel. 01689 867820
Oxford 
OX2 0PB
Tel. 01865 360002
Romford RM11 1PZ
Tel. 01708 474133

Southend-on-Sea
SS67LF
Tel.01702567357
TolworthKT67AZ
Tel.02089875471
SOUTHCOAST
Brighton&Hove
BN37BA
Tel.01273711576
Poole/Bournemouth
BH12 1DA
Tel.01202765037
St.Leonards-on-Sea
TN380DX
Tel.01424460511
Southampton
SO304FN
Tel.01489787851
WALES&S.WEST
BathBA22RX
Tel.01225300273

Bristol 
BS10 6PZ 
Tel. 01179 508253
Cardiff CF11 8EF 
Tel. 02920 707287
Cheltenham GL51 9RR 
Tel. 01242 578334
Exeter EX2 8NW
Tel. 01392 409744
Plymouth PL1 3FQ 
Tel. 01752 263683
Truro TR4 8HS
OPEN 6th AUGUST 
Tel. 01872 487028
SCOTLAND
Aberdeen AB24 2BQ 
Tel. 01224 660958 
Bathgate EH48 2AG 
Tel. 01506 650579
Glasgow G13 2TG 
Tel. 0141 9540290

A huge range of chairs, 

sofas and beds to make 

sitting and sleeping easier.



CODE ITEM PRICE QTY TOTAL

EKMGA1B Garden Arch SAVE £20 £69.99

EKMGA3B Garden Arch with Seat SAVE £60 £79.99

EKMGA2B Garden Arch with Gate SAVE £60 £79.99

EKPBC04 4-Stoke Brush Cutter/Line Trimmer - SAVE £100 £149.99

EKPBC04B Extra 40-Tooth Tungsten Carbide Tipped Blade - SAVE £10 £19.99

EKPBC04L Extra 3m/9ft 10” Nylon Cutting Line and spool £4.99

STD Standard 7 Working Day Delivery £4.99

ORDER TOTAL £

Our standard delivery to UK mainland costs just £4.99 (additional heavy-item charges may apply) and takes up to 7 working days. Customers have 30 days from receipt of goods to approve
purchase. If needed, simply call us to arrange return of item (undamaged and in original packaging) for a replacement or refund. Customer services line 0203 455 0497. Calls to 0844 numbers are
charged at local rate for many customers. Eckman is a trading style of Direct Response Fulfillment PLC. Registered Number 03000416, Euro House, Cremers Road, Sittingbourne, Kent. ME10 3US.

I enclose cheque/PO (payable to Eckman) or charge
my Mastercard/Visa/Maestro/ Visa Electron Card No:

Security No (last 3 digits on signature strip): _ _ _ Expiry Date:

Start Date: Issue No: Signature:

Name:

Address:

Tel:   Email:

If you would rather not receive promotional postal offers from carefully selected third parties, please tick here 

POST TO: ECKMAN (CODE EKGN167)
Euro House, Cremers Rd, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 3US

All Eckman products 
come with a 30-Day 

No-Risk Approval 
Period so you can order 

with total confidence
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...PRACTICAL SOLUTIONS FOR THE GARDEN

Victorian-STYLE ARCHES

SAVE UP
TO £60

£69.99FROM

Transform your garden into an incredibly inviting vista for summers to come with these
elegant and superb value garden arches. Add climbing plants such as
sweet-smelling jasmine, fragrant roses and wisteria, sweet peas and clematis and soon
you’ll have an arch with a complete cacophony of colours and smells.  

Hand-crafted from heavy-duty, black powder-coated steel for great looks and longevity,
not only do they look great with their Victorian styling but they are functional also. 
Choose between the arch with seat, the arch with gate (both just £79.99), and the arch
by itself (just £69.99).

Depending on which arch you opt for, it will either provide a decorative entrance to a 
pathway, steps, another section of your garden, or become a charming place to sit back
and relax.

Dimensions:
The Arch: H206cm (6ft 9”) x W114cm (3ft 9”) x D50cm (1ft 7”)
Seat: W110cm (3ft 7”) x D40cm (1ft 4”)
Gate: H80cm (2ft 7”) x W108cm (3ft 6”)

only
 Arch 

gate
 Arch with 

climbing plants to create
 Surround arches with  

  colourful new dimensions

with seat
 Arch 

If you have a small forest of really heavy bramble to clear, and endless grass trimming on 
slopes that normal mowers can’t get near, then look no further. Built for intensive, heavy duty 
work, this powerful high-torque 2800-3200 vibration-dampened 31cc 0.8kW 4-stroke 
power unit will give you endless service with just a little TLC. Being 4-stroke, it’s quieter than 
2-stroke engines, doesn’t require oil mixing in with the petrol, and is less polluting.  

�  Finger-tip control ‘Easy-to-Start’ system 

�   25.5cm/10” diameter ventilated 40-tooth Tungsten   
carbide - tipped blade for faster, safer and quieter cutting 

� Twin-line bump feed line trimmer

� Padded adjustable shoulder harness and tool kit 

� Weighs 7.4kg/16.28lbs 

� No mixing oil with petrol

Grass
trimmer

Twin-line
 Bump Feed  

Brush
 cutter  

10” 40-tooth Tungsten
 Carbide-tipped Blade  

4-STROKE  31CC BRUSH CUTTER 
& GRASS TRIMMER

Demolish the toughest
 of bramble & grass  

SAVE £100
£149.99

RRP £249.99

JUST

ORDER BY PHONE

0844 441 3010
ORDER ONLINE 

www.eckman.co.uk
QUOTE OFFER CODE EKGN167

WHEN ORDERING
Calls to this number cost 5p per minute plus your service providers access charge.

Search EKPBC04 at 
www.eckman.co.uk



Th e undercover

MARTIN FISH

Former head gardener, TV and radio broadcaster and RHS judge

W
armer weather at the beginning

of the month has really made my

grapevine grow and the bunches

of grapes are now starting to fill out.

I fed the vine about a month ago and it gets

some water when I’m watering my tomatoes

and peppers, which are growing close to its

roots. It’s more overspill rather than direct

watering, but it’s plenty to keep it growing.

Vines have searching roots and, for grape

quality, I’m told that it’s better to underwater

rather than give too much.

Routine maintenance at the moment

is mainly trimming back sideshoots that

develop after the bunch of grapes. These

are trimmed back as soon as I spot one so

that energy is directed to the developing

fruits rather than into masses of new growth.

My grapevine is a dessert grape called Vitis

vinifera ‘Fragola’, or strawberry vine, and the

fruits are very sweet. You can, if you want,

thin the grapes carefully with a pair of

scissors to allow the individual grapes more

space to fully develop. However, this variety

doesn’t produce dense bunches so I don’t

have to. So far, it looks as though we are going

to get a decent crop of grapes in autumn.

Unfortunately, not everything is growing

well undercover! My melons have been a

disaster and all but two of the plants have

rotted off. They got off to a good start and

were planted into the polytunnel and

greenhouse in early June. They looked fine

to start with but have gradually faded away.

On investigation, all the roots have rotted

which I can only put down to the very cold

nights we had up to mid-June. I gave some

plants to a friend and his have all gone the

same way. Fingers crossed for the two

surviving plants.

OVisit Martin’s garden on his NGS open day,

July 19, 11-5pm. Thornycroft, Rainton YO7 3PH

I’m cutting back the sideshoots on mine now

Trim grapevines

Subscribe now for £1 an issue! Go to www.greatmagazines.co.uk/gn

The grapevine 
has thrived in the 
warmer weather

Clean debris from 
empty water butts
During the warm weather, I’ve used all the 

water from the bu� s, so it’s a good time to 

give them a clean out to remove any debris.

Water seedlings
Seed trays and seedlings dry out quickly 

in warm weather, so water li� le and often. 

To prevent evaporation, I drape fl eece over 

the trays to shade them. 
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Mrs/Ms/Mr ____ Initials ____ Surname ___________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

_______________________________ Postcode ____________________

Telephone No.__________________________ Date of Birth __ /__ /___

E-mail Address_______________________________________________

Sizes(s)Code QtyStyle Name Colour(s)

Total £

Total Price

Please Add £3.99 P&P To Your Order

I enclose my cheque/PO for £ inc. p&p

OR debit my Mastercard/Visa/Maestro Card:

Card No. __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

Start Date __ __ / __ __ End Date __ __ / __ __ Issue No. __ __

Card Security No: __ __ __

Signature _________________________________

Last 3 Digits On
Signature Strip

OGN531

✁

Kingstown Associates Reg in England No. 6742414

(made payable to

Foot Friendly)

MEDIA CODE

Pay by Paypal on
web orders only

RAPID DESPATCH

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED
OR YOUR MONEY BACK

LIFETIME GUARANTEE

ALL OUR PRODUCTS CARRY A
LIFETIME GUARANTEE

NORMALLY DISPATCHED WITHIN 72HRS BUT PLEASE ALLOW 14-21 DAYS FOR DELIVERY IN EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES 

*Our Standard Postage & Packing charge includes FREE Insurance covering any loss or damage to your goods in transit.

Occasionally our customer lists are offered to carefully screened companies, whose products or services may be of interest. Should 

these mailings not be required please advise us. Foot Friendly, Wadsworth Road, Driffield, YO25 9DJ

Post The Completed Order Form

Calls charged at 10p per minute
plus network extras.
Lines Open 8am - 8pm, Weekdays & 
9am - 5pm Weekends

0871 472 4270
Visit Our Website For A
Wide Range Of Productswww.footfriendly.co.uk

Foot Friendly, Wadsworth Road,

Driffield, YO25 9DJ

Stylish

Slip ons!

These stylish slip-on shoes are a must have addition 
to your summer wardrobe. In a stunning range of 
colours and with three super styles to choose from 
they are truly irresistible! Classic elegance ideal for 
any occasion to complement any outfit. 
Upper, lining and sole other materials.

Don't forget when you buy one pair you can choose 
another pair absolutely FREE.

• Comfortable all day long
• Practical yet stylish for any occasion
• Padded Insoles for cushioned walking
• In sizes 3 to 8

Pink
(PIN)

Red
(RED)

Black
(BLA)

Black
(BLA)

Beige
(BEI)

Pewter
(PEW)

Pewter
(PEW)

Navy
(NAV)

Navy
(NAV)

Foot
™

Friendly

only

buy one pair & get 
any other pair 

FREE

£19.99
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17686
Cleopatra
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Free Pair



Gold Medal
CHRIS BEARDSHAW

Award-winning garden designer, Chelsea Gold medallist, radio broadcaster and Beechgrove Garden presenter

How to plant and move peonies

A
n advantage of taking part in Radio

4’s Gardeners’ Question Time is the

wealth of experience aired by the

horticultural audience. Throughout a series

it’s possible to build a picture of the most

desired, but perplexing, plants for gardeners.

Top of that list right now is the herbaceous

peony. It is spoken of with great affection,

verging on lust, but its exotic persona is

perceived as translating into a plant that’s

difficult to grow.

For anyone seeing the exquisite floral

display of meticulously folded and velvet

petals, there is no doubt that the peony is

a regal bloom whose petals are all arranged

as elegant bowls held on stoutly erect stems

over luxuriant claret-gilded foliage.

Over 30 species and a bedazzling array of

varieties are on offer in a multitude of hues,

from pure white to sumptuous reds and

vibrant yellow. Each is also likely to show

variations in tint, tone and colour-washing.

The flowers are equally diverse in their

structure, from the purity of single blooms

with one bowl of petals, semi doubles with

the addition of multiple inner frilled petals

but visible stamens, and double types that

sacrifice all sight of golden stamens for

yet more petals, appearing almost

hemispherical.

Finally, there are

the Anemone types

which appear as

single or doubles,

but in which all

stamens are

converted into

highly decorative

petal-like

staminoids,

accentuating the

golden heart of the

open bloom.

To further

complicate selection

there are two

broad divisions:

herbaceous forms,

those that entirely retreat below

ground in winter, and ‘tree peonies’ which

are in fact suckering shrubs.

In truth, the most desired is the

herbaceous peony, Paeonia lactiflora, and its

varieties. It’s a remarkably long-lived and

amiable plant thanks largely to its wild

origins in sun and dappled shaded woodland

edges and organic matter-rich, moist soils

of China, Tibet and Siberia.

Given a well dug soil in the garden with

plenty of light and shelter, most are content

to settle and prosper with few foes. Well-

rotted compost dug into the planting hole

and then applied annually as mulch to the

root zone always goes down well.

And unless you actively wish to propagate

from seeds, snip off the faded blooms before

seed pods develop to concentrate energies

towards greater floral rewards.

They’re not difficult to get to
flower despite their exotic persona

Ignore myths
about peonies!

Deadhead
flowers as
they fade

Rounded cups of 
blooms unfurl to 
luxurious blooms

Subscribe now for £1 an issue! Go to www.greatmagazines.co.uk/gn

Beautiful boss 
of staminoids 
on ‘White Cap’ 
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Possibly the most common 

concern relates to peonies falling 

shy of fl owering. This is usually 

traceable to an obvious 

cultivation issue: the most 

common relating to the depth of 

the herbaceous crown below 

ground level. 

Peonies prosper in stable, 

long-term situations where a 

consistent 2-3cm (¾-1¼in) of soil 

covers the crown. Allow this to be 

washed away in winter rains or 

perhaps more commonly plant too 

deep, and the fl owering ceases. 

Frequently gardeners report up 

to a decade of admirable foliage 

growth in the total absence of 

fl owers, but after forking the 

crown of the plant a li	 le up or 

down, the fl owering commences 

with enviable vigour. It is this 

critical depth of planting that 

is so often behind the advice 

that peonies are diffi  cult to grow 

or transplant. 

Once fl owering is triggered, 

expect glorious colour from May 

to July and if you can bring 

yourself to cut a few stems for 

a vase, it is easy to understand 

how this plant has captivated 

all cultures that tended it. 

From ancient China, through 

the New World to becoming 

adopted as an iconic plant in the 

British garden, the peony is 

unrivalled in reliance, exoticism 

and elegance.
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2
Sow peas 8cm (3in) apart

along the drill between

themandpressintothesoil.

3
Cover the seed with soil

and push twiggy sticks

along the row to support

plants as they grow.

1
Make a wide, shallow

drill 5cm (2in) deep and

water along the base of

it if the soil is dry.

Garden News
RECOMMENDS

OAll available from Thompson & Morgan, tel: 0844 573 1818; www.thompson-morgan.com

‘Kelvedon Wonder’
The best one-stop-shop variety because

you can make successional sowings from

March to now. Good resistance to mildew.

‘Rondo’
Scooped an RHS Award of Garden Merit

for its high yields of plump pods. Each node

bears two pods, so twice the peas!

‘Celebration’
British-bred, semi-leafless plants produce

plenty of small dark green peas. Plants are

self supporting if grown in a block.
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Last cha to
sow late s
You can stretch the season into autumn, says Clare

Sow peas for
autumn

F
resh peas are the essence

of summer for many of us,

but if you squeeze in one

last sowing now, you can stretch

the season into autumn and

enjoy them for longer.

Late peas, sown now, and

watered regularly when the

weather is dry to ensure quick

germinatio p in

autumn. Ea might be

a problem when you come to

harvest – your plants might need

protection – but in much of the

country, we tend to make it

through to the end of October

without temperatures dipping

below freezing.

You can sow peas thickly to get

a good row, but make sure you

protect young plants from birds,

especially pigeons, which can

soon make peas vanish.

Keep weed growth down

around the plants and water

regularly if the weather is dry to

help plants resist mildew – a

potential problem at this time of

year when it’s likely to be hot and

sunny and your peas could dry

out at the roots. A mulch of

weedkiller-free grass clippings

will help to conserve moisture

in the soil.

Choose a first early variety

for sowing now, preferably

with good mildew resistance.

Wrinkled varieties are heavier

cropping, sweeter and larger

than round-seeded varieties

and are excellent choices for

an autumn crop.



‘Red Samurai’ success?

H
ave you checked your

250g onions recently?

You need to measure

them at regular intervals to make

sure they don’t grow too big.

Many top exhibitors grow

‘Toughball’ F1 onions for the

250g class, and some sowed their

seed on November 10 after my

masterclass weekend. Other

growers had sown them in late

September, allowing them to

make good growth before the

onset of winter.

Marcus Powell grows some

excellent ‘Toughball’, which

served him well last year,

winning many top shows.

Marcus sowed them on

September 24, 2014, and

harvested the first bulb on June

5, 2015 – and lifted 30 of them

by June 15. They were initially

grown in his polytunnel then

moved to a heated greenhouse

on December 27 before being

planted back in his tunnel during

mid-March.

Marcus’s onions will have

plenty of time to ripen and, by

the time he shows them, the skin

finish will be exceptional.

Harvesting early also means you

can get rid of the first skin and

stage the onions on the skin

below, which has a lovely sheen.

Later-sown onions should

be ready for local shows from

mid-August. Harvest them on a

single un-split skin when they

weigh between 245g and 252g.

After you’ve lifted them and

removed the tops and roots,

wash the bulbs in warm, soapy

water then dry on a soft paper

towel. I powder the outside of my

onions with zinc, starch and talc,

using cotton wool, before sitting

them on fine sawdust trays or

boxes in my garage and shed.

It’s time to measure your onions

Tough talking

Carrots are an important

element of my displays but I’ve

never succeeded with ‘Red

Samurai’ – a long carrot with a

bright red outer skin and pink

flesh. I’ve tried growing it early

for Chelsea in perfect conditions

inside the university glasshouse,

and sowed it with my long

carrots out on my land, but they

always bolt or go to seed.

Fellow grower John Branham

has experienced the same and

we’re wondering whether we

need to change our UK sowing

dates to accommodate the

needs of this Asiatic carrot. If

any growers have had success

with ‘Red Samurai’, please tell

me when and how you sowed it!

MEDWYN WILLIAMS

Growing for

SHOWING
Winner of 11 Chelsea golds and awarded an MBE!

250g onions should
have even colour

and a lovely sheen
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Harvest beetroot
Check and see if the fi rst batch of beetroot you sowed three 

months ago look big enough to harvest. If they’re the size of 

golf balls or bigger, you can happily pluck them from the 

ground, using them 

for salads, burgers 

or for roasting. 

There’s no 

throwing away 

with beetroot 

because you can 

eat the attractive 

foliage as well. 

It’s a healthy, 

delicious treat 

for salads and 

sandwiches, 

blanched or in 

curries, too. 

Tie in autumn 
raspberries

If you have autumn-

fruiting raspberries, 

you’ll notice that 

they’re probably 

growing up and out 

happily now. If 

you’re growing 

them with a post 

and wire system, 

or training them 

against a fence, you 

can keep them from 

getting unruly by tying 

them in now. Using soft 

twine, simply gather the stems 

in and knot them gently to the wire 

or cane. Your delicious fruit will be ready in a month 

or so towards the end of summer.

Pick the last of
your broad beans
Broad beans are coming to an end now, so harvest the last of them. 

A downward twist normally removes pods from the plants, but you 

can snip them off  

instead. Store them in a 

plastic bag if you don’t 

want to eat them 

straight away and 

they’ll keep well in the 

fridge for up to a week. 

When it comes to 

clearing the plants, 

cut the stems back at 

the base, but leave 

the roots to rot down 

in the soil – their 

nitrogen-fi xing 

nodules will help 

enrich the soil for 

the next crop.
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Treatment

Ro�ing,
blotchy foliage

is a sign of blight

N
ot many plant diseases

have changed the course

of world history, but my

subject this week did just that.

Potato blight was the cause of

the Irish potato famine in the

1840s, which resulted in mass

starvation and migration.

The same pathogen is to blame

for blight on tomatoes, and even

today can be a serious problem

on both crops in wet and humid

seasons. The pathogen persists

over winter in diseased potato

tubers left over from the

previous crop, either in the

ground or on compost heaps, or

undetected in seed tubers.

When these tubers grow,

either as seed in the ground or in

large contaminated heaps, they

tend to produce diseased shoots.

Spores may then be blown from

them to infect the new crop. The

tubers become infected by

spores falling from the haulm

onto the soil and being washed

downwards by rain.

Spores are produced and

dispersed only in damp

conditions. That’s why foggy

weather in summer – as

happened in Ireland – is

Disease is the
scourge of potato
and tomato crops

You can
put blight
to flight!

ODestroy blighted material

by deep burial – don’t compost

O Spray with an approved

control, starting around now

O Choose varieties with some

resistance, although none

are immune

A fungicide will 
help prevent blight

EFAN BUCZACKI

  e plant

Broadcaster and author of more than 50 books

O Brown blotches on leaves
with fine mould beneath

O In damp conditions,
entire stems and foliage
collapse and rot

O Brown speckling in
affected potatoes. Brown
patches on tomatoes

 

favourable to the disease. 

Infection by blight spores is 

likely to take place when the 

temperature does not fall below 

10C (50F) and the relative 

humidity does not fall below 75 

per cent during a period of 48 

hours. Commercial growers are 

warned when such conditions 

occur, and these indicate they 

should apply protective sprays.

42 Garden News / July 18 2015

What to do this week 

ON YOUR FRUIT & VEG PLOT

Tempted by cherries?
Cherries can be harvested now – make sure you pick them by 

the stalks, or the fruit will bruise. Fresh cherries keep for up to a 

week in the fridge, and make a fantastic fruit pie. You can even 

celebrate the cherry season with gusto on July 19 at the  Cherry 

Fair at Brogdale, Faversham, where there are over 30 varieties to 

try and buy, plus games and activities for all. Find out more at 

www.brogdalecollections.org or pay on the door.

Cherry ‘White Heart’
Produces large fruits with sweet fl avour and juicy texture, 

harvestable from mid-June. Enjoy as a dessert or cooking cherry.

O All are available from Unwins at www.unwins.co.uk, 

or call 0844 573 8400.

Cherry ‘Summer Sun’
Sweet cherry suited to variable UK climate, producing bunches of 

fruits that stand up well to hot or cool summers.

Patio cherry ‘Velvet Taste’
Dwarf variety, perfect for containers, it’s compact, neat and 

produces clusters of Morello-type cherries, perfect for cooking.

Garden News 
RECOMMENDS
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Tales from the

ALLOTMENT

TERRY WALTON

Star of BBC Radio 2’s Jeremy Vine Show and best-selling author. His allotment sits in the Rhondda Valley

Under attack under the net!

I don’t know how your

gardens and allotments have

fared this year, but to me

there seem to be a lot more

pests around. Having pinched

out my broad bean tips well

before the invasion of blackfly

were due, I still seem to have

them present on some of the

actual broad bean pods.

These are more difficult

to spot, but as soon as they

are sighted out comes my

spray pump and they are

despatched by a strong jet of

water. Also in the protection

of my brassica cage, mealy

bugs seem to have taken a

liking to some of my sprouts.

The bluish, yellow curled

leaves are a sure sign of these

sap-sucking pests. My finger

and thumb are brought into

action and they are removed

by messy squishing and then

washed off by my jet spray.

My sprouts have also been

under attack below the

surface of the soil and two

have succumbed to cabba

root fly. These are under a

net and have their plastic

collars in place, but still

two resourceful flies have

managed to lay their eggs

the maggots have burrowe

their way to the roots. Hav

pests found a new way to

breach our defences?

I
t will be St Swithin’s day next

Wednesday and I am hoping

the rains do not fall! The

last thing we need is another

summer of rain. I do not know

who this St Swithin was, but he

seems to be a better forecaster

than Michael Fish! 

Where do these folklore

sayings about the weather

originate? What on earth does

‘red sky at night, shepherd’s

delight’ and ‘red sky in morning,

shepherd’s warning’ mean? A crimson hue at

sunset may have some bearing on the life of

sheep but, to an allotment gardener, it simply

means that a neighbouring plot is having a

bonfire. And, if the sky is still red in the

morning, it is still ablaze!

After their slow start my runner and

French beans have finally reached the top of

their canes but not a lot are flowering as yet.

I have given them a good watering and a feed

of seaweed extract to boost the production of

these flowers. To conserve moisture and add

goodness to the row, I’ve mulched them with

the remaining mushroom compost I had left

over. This will hopefully keep them in good

condition and encourage a steady crop to

flow soon! If past

history is anything

to go by, I may even

get a harvest of

mushrooms from

the spent compost.

My melons in the greenhouse love these

warmer days and are flying up their canes,

assisted by my almost-daily tying. There are

now some male and female flowers open, so

it is time to pretend I am a bee. With my fine

paint brush I tickle the male flower then take

this pollen and tickle the female flower. This

will hopefully pollinate them and soon I will

have some melons swelling!

No time to let up on growing salads and, as

one florist bucket becomes empty, it is time

to sow a succession of radish, spring onions

and rocket. These start in my greenhouse

then are moved to the path outside and, with

regular watering and feeding, supply most of

my salad needs.

The early potatoes are yielding a good crop.

Their disease-free tops are a great addition to

my compost heap and are freeing up space for

some catch crops of onions and lettuce.

I’m crossing my fi ngers for a dry 
St Swithin’s Day!

40 days and 40 
nights of rain?

Tickling my
melons!

Subscribe now for £1 an issue! Go to www.greatmagazines.co.uk/gn

A good yield
from the early

potatoes

Next w
eek: H

arvestin
g

tom
s &

 courgettes

O Pick soft fruit as soon as it is ripe 

to prevent the birds feasting on it.

O Watch out for any sign of blight on 

potatoes and outdoor tomatoes.

O��Keep adding green materials and 

manure to build up the compost 

heap for future use. 

  o no
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Alan started growing
begonias in 1975 after a visit
to the Chelsea Flower Show,
and the variety ‘Fred Martin’
that he saw that day is still
one of his favourites. He’s also

very fond of the multiflora ‘Flamboyant’. He
was secretary of the National Begonia Society
for 12 years until 2013 and specialises in cut
blooms, which he shows at Spalding each year.

Alan Harris

EXPERTS
The world’s fi nest share their tips for success

H
opefully your begonia plants and 

blooms are on course for the shows. 

But growing a superb begonia is one 

thing – getting it to the show intact is quite

another! So always handle them with care.

Tidy up Remove any yellow or marked

leaves and blooms that are past their best

and carefully adjust supports on adjacent

blooms to cover the gap. Don’t remove too

much foliage or plants will lose points.

Supports Ensure the bloom supports

and staking are secure. Supports should

hold the neck of the flower, but not be too

tight or the heads might come off in the car.

I loosen the supports during transportation

and tighten again when staging.

Packing Pack cotton wool or soft toilet

tissue behind and between the blooms to

ensure they can’t move. Then wrap toilet

tissue right round the plant, starting at the

base, to stabilise the flowers.

Crates Use an inverted banana box to

keep plants upright in transit. Cut a hole in

the base a little smaller than the pot’s top

diameter. Drop the pot into this hole and

the plant will be fine – with careful driving!

Cutting blooms Moving cut blooms

is much easier, provided the blooms have

been supported with cardboard discs since

securing the bud. Leave the discs on when

you cut the blooms, early on the day of the

show or the night before, when they’re full

of sap. Cut as long a stem as possible with

a sharp knife, at an acute angle to give a

maximum cut surface for taking up liquid.

Then make another cut 2.5cm (1in) from

the end of the stem to prevent an airlock

forming and causing the bloom to collapse.

Preserving blooms Wrap the cut

end in moist cotton wool or insert into

a small pot or orchid bloom tube of flat

lemonade or cut-flower preserving liquid.

Cover with cling-film, make a small hole in

the film and cut the stem to fit within the

depth of the pot, leaving as much stem as

possible. Place the bloom on a bed of cotton

wool in a shallow cardboard box.

Hanging baskets The best way to

transport a hanging basket is to lower it on

to a soft cushion of cotton wadding. When

you reach the show, hang up the basket

and remove any aged blooms and foliage.

Displaying pot plants Unwrap

the tissue from pot plants, re-adjust the

stays and position with its best side at the

front. Always read the schedule to make

sure you’re staging correctly. Pot plants

are shown singly or in groups of three

or six, in which case you need to try to

balance the colours. Stage taller plants

at the back, on upturned pots if needed

and in a triangle pattern if the schedule

allows. Ideally flowers need to be seen

Gardening with the

Get set for 
showing
Don’t jeopardise a 
potential winner with 
careless handling!
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Beautiful begonia 
cut blooms on display 
at the Ayr Show

Take care to keep show 
fl owers in peak condition
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Begonia jobs to do now

O�Keep all windows and doors open 

day and night until mid-September. 

O�If you didn’t spray earlier in the 

season, mildew may a	 ack but fl owers 

will mark if you spray now, so spot treat 

with a tissue dipped in fungicide or a mix 

of three parts full-cream milk to water.

O�Keep giving ¼ strength high-potash 

feed until fl owering has fi nished.

O�Treat pots with Provado to 

prevent vine weevil a	 ack.

without the front pots being moved. Take 

great care when presenting foliage plants 

and remove any damaged or marked leaves.

Staging cut blooms Cut blooms are 

usually shown in three, six or 12 classes. 

Always stage larger numbers working from 

back to front. Aim for a good blend of colour 

and don’t put two blooms of the same 

variety side by side because one may well 

be down-pointed. Put smaller blooms in 

the front row and it won’t look so obvious. 

Check that you’ve complied with any 

restrictions on varieties in the schedule. 



Y
ou wouldn’t expect to hear the phrase

‘as soft as a cactus’, but when it comes

to the genus rebutia it’s true. Despite

their appearance, the spines are very soft,

which makes rebutia an ideal starter cactus

for children.

Rebutias consists of several globular

sections growing on top of each other.

Eventually, mature plants produce a mound

of tightly-knitted spheres, and flushes of

flowers in white, yellow, orange, red and pink

are produced throughout the summer.

Some of the recently-bred varieties are so

floriferous that the whole plant is smothered

in a mound of solid blossom. Look for

pale-pink flowered rebutia

‘Celebration’, bi-coloured pink and

red ‘Leona’ and orange-flowered

R. muscula, commonly known as

orange snowball.

Grow rebutia on a south-facing

windowsill, water weekly and

feed fortnightly with a high-

potash feed during spring and

Gardening with the EXPERTS

summer. Never leave the plant standing

n liquid. Keep dry during the winter

months, only watering if the plant starts

to appear shrivelled. Continue growing

in a situation where they receive as much

sunshine as possible.

Re-pot each spring into a slightly larger

pot using a gritty, free-draining compost.

Once a plant has flowered, ideally it needs

slightly cooler growing conditions to

initiate another flush of flowers, but this

isn’t always practical.

Most cacti flower once they’re two to three

years old, and then bloom every summer

thereafter. Chamaelobivia is another cactus

that flowers readily on a sunny windowsill.

Grow in the same conditions as rebutia and

you’ll be rewarded with large, showy flowers.

Rebutia
muscula

Left: Pale pink
rebutia ‘Celebration’
and sea urchin-like
astrophytum (right)

Bi-coloured blooms of
rebutia ‘Bo Jangles’

Flo ring
cacti for a
so t -facing
wi owsill
Rebutia will give you
mounds of blooms

Lynne part-owns Dibleys
Nurseries, specialist growers
of streptocarpus, begonias
and other houseplants, and
winner of 20 Chelsea golds.
Over the past 20 years, she’s

introduced 100 streptocarpus to cultivation –
10 with AGMs. Lynne is a member of the RHS
Tender Ornamental Plant Commi�ee and Hon
President of the British Streptocarpus Society.

Lynne Dibley
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F
uchsias can flower right through the

summer into early autumn. Here’s

three key tasks to help maximise their

flowering potential:

1
Deadhead regularly A fuchsia flower is

fully mature with pollen on the anthers

after about five days and is fertilised and

dies off after about 10 days. Around this time

the dead flower will start growing into a

berry containing the seeds. If these are

allowed to develop, the plant will put its

energy into berry production rather than

new flowers. So each week remove fading

flower heads to keep new buds forming.

However, do be careful when deadheading

fuchsias that produce multiple flowers from

each leaf axil, such as ‘Lady Isobel Barnett’,

‘Empress of Prussia’ and ‘John Bartlett’.

I use nail scissors to avoid damaging any

adjacent buds.

2
Water and feed potted plants The

best way is to soak plants then wait

until they’re almost dry before soaking

them again. This allows air to penetrate

back into the compost as it replaces the

water that is being used. To remain healthy,

the white feeding roots need air as well.

A fuchsia will indicate it’s dry by the flower

sepals starting to turn limp and hang down.

But check that it really is dry because the

symptoms of overwatering and heat stress

can look pretty similar!

Compost contains enough food for a few

weeks and if you’ve added slow-release

fertiliser, this will be extended for a few

months. I prefer to use a weak fertiliser,

typically a quarter of the recommended

strength, at every watering.

For plants growing outdoors in borders,

when the first flower buds start to form, I use

a high-potash fertiliser for a few weeks. Once

they start flowering, I revert to a balanced

feed or even a high-nitrogen feed in hot

periods because prolonged use of high-

potash feeds can make fuchsias rather

woody with smaller than normal flowers.

High levels of direct sun exacerbate this.

3
Check for pests If capsid bugs feed on

the growing tips, they will distort and

go blind and you’ll have to wait for

following sideshoots to produce more

flowers. At the first signs of damage, treat

with a systemic insecticide.

‘Lincoln Giant’ has large, shocking pink

flowers that completely overshadow the

plant, while ‘Lincoln Firecracker’ is aptly

named after its scarlet blossoms.

Cacti are often grown together to

great effect but never grow them in

a terrarium because the high sides stop

air movement. This can lead to high

humidity, which the plants won’t

tolerate but fungal diseases love.

Instead, grow plants together in

shallow bowls topped with attractive

gravel to give a natural effect. Make sure

you use bowls with several holes in the

base to allow free drainage of water

through the compost.

A good combination for a group of

cacti would be a few flowering varieties

for summer colour together with

varieties grown for their structure,

such as Astrophytum myriostigma,

which resembles a sea urchin or a

bishop’s mitre in shape.

Huge magenta
fl owers of
chamaelobivia
‘Lincoln Giant’

Deadheading
with tiny nail
scissors stops
adjacent buds
being damaged
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Keep deadheading
and there’ll be
plenty of buds
waiting in the wings

Keeping the
show going!
You must deadhead
fuchsias every week

A retired industrial chemist, 
John has had an interest in 
horticulture for many years 
and in fuchsias specifi cally 
for more than 30 years. 
He has amalgamated a 

collection of over 250 diff erent fuchsias and 
is fascinated by the range of fl ower shapes, 
sizes and colours. John is the current Editor 
and webmaster of the British Fuchsia Society.

John Nicholass
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should be 
fl owering non-stop 
at this time of year. 
Remove each 
fl ower as it fi nishes 
and when all the 
blooms are spent on 
a stem, cut the stem 
to as near to its base 
as possible.

O��A sudden sunny day 
after several days of 
low light levels can 
scorch leaves. This 
won’t harm a plant 
long term, but can 
disfi gure it. Remove the 
marked leaves or take cu
 ings 
and start again on severely 
marked plants.

O��Keep turning plants. A quarter turn every couple of weeks is suffi  cient for most plants.

O��Keep fuchsias in containers 
watered and fed.

O��Remove dead fl owers and berries.
O��Keep the ground around hardy 

fuchsias free from weeds.
O��Cut back early exhibition single-

fl owered pot plants in July to one 
joint above the fi nal stop, and 
they’ll fl ower again in September.
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Real Customers
Praise

Ampli-Ear Quality!

☛ Problem Solved!
“My husband’s habit of
losing his hearing devices on
a regular basis is now solved,
at only £19.95, he can simply
buy another one if he loses
it and it won’t break the
bank.” – Mrs. L.B.

☛ He Loves It!
“Yesterday afternoon my
husband’s Ampli-Ear
arrived and he loves it. The
difference in his hearing is
remarkable.” – Mrs. O.B.

☛ What He’s Been
Searching for!

“I have ordered other
hearing devices for my
father but they didn’t work
for him. The Ampli-Ear is
what he has been searching
for. He really likes it.”
– Mr. A.O.

☛ Very Good!
“I like these a great deal.
These are very good.”
– Mr. G.S.

☛ Tremendous Relief!
“I purchased one of your
hearing devices some two or
three months ago. I must say
how thrilled I was with it. I
have told many of my friends
about your product”– Ms.W.K.

☛ The Darn Things work!
“I purchased two Ampli-Ears
because it didn’t cost an arm
and a leg. What I did not
expect is – that at that price
– the darn things work! I am
not easily impressed and I
usually don’t write letters.
However with your sincerity
(and care for the customer –
something very rare these
days) – I couldn’t help but
write you and thank you for
your continued great
success.” – Mr. A.F.

The Very Best!
Since the year 2000 – Ampli-Ear has
been our No. 1 selling hearing amplifier
in America. With 750,000 units sold all
across the United States – Ampli-Ear

has proven itself to
be our best and
most reliable
hearing amplifier
– and amazingly

UNDER £20! Now,
in 2015, the engin-

eers at Ampli-Ear
have developed a new

improved, smaller hearing amplifier...
appropriately named the MICRO
Ampli-Ear. The new smaller model’s
advanced amplification circuitry and
Enhanced Capacitor is now available in
the UK. Compared to previous hearing
devices we believe the MICRO Ampli-
Ear is by far our best product,
providing clarity, amplification and
comfort! Yes! The NEW MICRO Ampli-
Ear is our smallest ever model and is
100% adjustable, designed to fit the
smallest to the largest ear opening, it
fits both men and women. It is very
discreet in your ear, measuring
only 1.3cm x 1cm. So, end those
embarrassing moments. Never
apologise again for not being
able to hear. Use MICRO Ampli-
Ear amplifier to increase the
volume of:
t Whispers
t Phone conversations
t TV – even with the volume on

LOW
t Conversations in crowded

rooms
Trust Ampli-Ear Quality
t Super Comfort – 5 silicone ear

tips
t Extra Discreet – Super small

size
t Mega Power – High-tech circuitry

amplifies like never before!
t Outstanding Value – Amazingly

this device costs just £19.95
t Guaranteed – best price promise
t Mega Easy – Easy sound adjust-

ment and easy battery changes!

Now Direct From The
Manufacturer To You!

£14.95

NEW SMALLER MICRO MODEL

©UK Direct Shop, Unit 9, Romsey Industrial Estate, Greatbridge Road, Romsey, Hampshire SO51 0HR

Try this tiny

Clinical research reveals how hearing with two ears (binaural amplification) is best:
Nature intended us to hear with both ears.
We hear sounds more accurately, hear
speech more clearly and our sense of
balance and direction is better. Most
people suffer hearing loss in both ears but
usually one ear is worse and as a result,
people wear only one device. This can put
you at a distinct disadvantage, making it
more difficult for your brain to understand
and process the sounds you are hearing.
With two hearing devices fitted, not only
will you hear more clearly and precisely,

but you can also set lower volumes,
minimizing the risk of sound distortion in
the ear, which can cause audible strain
and fatigue. You will find it easier to tell the
direction a sound is coming from – this is
particularly useful in crowded places,
listening to public address systems and in
negotiating busy roads. At Ampli-Ear we
understand the importance of binaural
amplification and are therefore offering a
discount of £13.95 when you buy two
Ampli-Ears – see coupon below.

A Promise from the MD
of Ampli-Ear

Thank you for letting me take a minute
of your time. Look. I know you may be
sceptical of a £19.95 hearing amplifier. I
would be too since they can sell for
hundreds of pounds. So how do I supply
a good product at a low price? Easy. We
have no middle men or mark ups so that
the customer – YOU – are charged a fair
price. I promise you Ampli-Ear is a top
quality product... that will make a real
difference to your quality of life. With
over 750,000 units sold, many testimonials,
and factory direct pricing – I can say that
you will be happy with your purchase.

Christopher England, MD, Ampli-Ear

Our Guaranteed Best Price Promise
Buying direct from Ampli Ear you can be 100% confident that you are
paying the lowest price. You won’t find this product cheaper anywhere
else, if you do we will refund the difference. In addition we include a 1
year manufacturers repair/ replacement warranty. Ampli-Ear, with over
750,000 units sold, is the world’s No 1 hearing amplifier... and it will
improve YOUR quality of life. ORDER NOW.

BEST PRICE PROMISE
We guarantee that you won’t find this product at a better price anywhere

on the high street or online. If you do we will refund the difference!

Experience the benefits of TWO Ampli-Ears:

FROM
ONLY

LINES OPEN 8am - 9pm Mon-Fri · 9am - 8pm Sat-Sun

FREEPHONE08081564998 OFFER
CODE:

466HA
Post To: UK Direct Shop, Offer code: 466HA, Unit 9, Romsey
Ind. Estate, Greatbridge Road, Romsey, Hampshire SO51 0HR

I enclose a cheque/PO payable to UK Direct Shop for £
Please charge my credit /debit card (please tick):

Start Expiry Signature

Title Name D.O.B

Address

Post Code

Telephone

Email
Delivery normally within one week but please allow 28 days. If you do not wish
to receive other interesting offers from reputable companies, please tick this box
Postage and packaging is non-refundable

Buy online at www.ukdirectshop.com/466HA

PLEASE PRINT

466HA

Please send me
1 MICRO Ampli-Ear
(including batteries) for
£19.95 + £3.95
insured p&p

SAVE £13.95
– 2 MICRO Ampli-Ears
(including batteries) for
£29.90 + £3.95
insured p&p

WAX REMOVAL
BRUSH To remove
unwanted ear wax from
my MICRO Ampli-Ear
unit – only £4.95

10 YEAR DAMAGE
REPLACEMENT
WARRANTY
– only £5.95

NEW
OUR SMALLESTMODEL
EVER!

750,000 sold in

the USA. Now smaller

MICRO model

available in UK

750,000 sold in

the USA. Now smaller

MICRO model

available in UK



GEL COLBORN

 The Problem

SOLVER
With 60 years of gardening experience, Nigel has the answers

Are moss varieties easy
for a rose-growing novice?
QWe visited a garden

with lots of old rose

varieties including

one with ‘moss’

on the buds and

a strongly

perfumed wine-

purple flower.

Are they good

for beginners to

rose growing?

Mary Harrington,
Hampshire

AOld roses can

be wonderful

to grow and in our last

garden we developed quite

a collection, but the big

disadvantage of most varieties

is that they flower only once

each year. The rose you

admired was probably ‘William

Lobb’, one of the finest moss

roses. I’d also recommend the

QOur courge�es are

growing well, but one

variety has greyish powder

developing on the older

leaves. What is it?

Bert Reid, Chislehurst, Kent

AWhat you describe is

powdery mildew, a fungal

disease that’s a common

problem with members of the

cucumber family, Cucurbitaceae,

to which courgettes belong.

Mildew is particularly

troublesome when plants are

drought-stressed and where air

movement is poor, so a cosy

walled garden or an area

bordered by trees could be

problematic.

Prevent or reduce mildew in

cucurbits by mulching plants to

reduce soil moisture loss. Keep

the mulch away from the main

stem, to prevent possible rotting.

Regular watering during dry

spells is also essential and it’s

important to keep harvesting

the courgettes.

Some varieties are more

mildew-prone than others, so

choose varieties with known

resistance, or note which ones

performed well for you this year.

‘William Lobb’
Strong-growing rose with arching

shoots of fragrant, double,

magenta-purple flowers

‘Tuscany Superb’
Semi-double, dark crimson

flowers with gold stamens

on a vigorous shrub

‘Versicolor’
Bushy, compact shrub with

fragrant, semi-double, pink

flowers, striped and spo	ed with

crimson ripples

‘Zéphirine Drouhin’
Vigorous, thornless climber

with fragrant pink flowers

from summer to autumn
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Dusty leaves
caused by mildew

Plant your
tree in
autumn when
it’s dormant
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Gallica types ‘Tuscany Superb’, 

crimson, R. gallica ‘Versicolor’ 

with striped pale and dark pink 

blooms and lovely lilac-pink 

‘Fantin-Latour’ and, among 

climbers, the thornless 

mauve-pink ‘Zéphirine 

Drouhin’. But there are many, 

many more.

These varieties enjoy 

similar conditions to 

modern roses: heavy 

but free-draining soil, 

neutral or alkaline, 

and a sunny position. 

Prune non-repeat roses 

immediately after flowering, 

just removing aged stems and 

dead flowers. Hard pruning is 

seldom necessary.

There are several suppliers 

including Peter Beales 

(www.classicroses.co.uk) 

and David Austin (www.

davidaustinroses.co.uk). 
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QMy ‘Victoria’ plum has been in a tub 

for two years. When’s the best time 

to plant it in my garden?

Mr I Adderley, Morecambe

AYour plum has been in a tub for a couple 

of years, so it’s better to wait for the 

dormant season. You can then check on the 

roots and tease them out if necessary, plus 

you’ll avoid risking this year’s plum crop.

Plant your plum out between October and 

late February. If you do it early, wait until the 

leaves are turning colour and the tree is 

clearly going dormant. Turn it out of its tub 

and examine the root-ball. If it’s congested, 

with roots crowded round the outsides, tease 

them out with a fork to break up that 

congestion and help it establish.

Prepare your planting hole. Mix a little 

bonemeal and some compost into the base 

of the hole and plant the tree at the same 

depth as it was in the pot. Secure the trunk 

with a stout stake and use a proper tree tie, 

adjusted to hold the trunk in place without 

strangling the plum tree. Remember to water 

regularly next spring and summer.
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Amplifon the world’s leading hearing specialist with over 200 hearing centres nationwide

Your details may be used to keep you informed about exclusive offers, products and services from
Amplifon by mail, phone/mobile, SMS or email. If you do not wish to receive such information, please write
to Amplifon, Gateway House, Styal Road, M22 5WY. Your details will not be passed onto third parties.

Claim your FR
TV Amplifi er

Take advantage of this Special Offer for enquirers with hearing difficulties

For details of how to claim your

FREE TV Amplifier call FREEPHONE

0800 028 4953
Call today and quote GA1407
or complete your details on the coupon opposite and address your

envelope to FREEPOST AMPLIFON (no stamp required).

HURRY, LIMITED STOCKS

5000 FREE TV Amplifi ers
to be given away
Do you struggle to hear the TV too? Now enquirers can receive a

FREE TV Amplifi er. It can help with many everyday sounds, from

TV and radio to conversation, even birdsong! Most people with

hearing diffi culties could benefi t from this offer and fi nd out just

how much difference clearer hearing can make to their lives.

Don’t miss out –
FREEPHONE Amplifon now
This TV Amplifier is FREE and yours to keep, with batteries

included - to enjoy in the comfort of your own home and

surrounding environment. There is no obligation to purchase and

all genuine enquirers will be delighted with this FREE offer, which is

part of the Amplifon National Campaign for Better Hearing.

“I fi rst realised I was losing my hearing when I was struggling

to hear the TV. I now wear hearing aids and nobody complains 

about the volume on the TV anymore.”

Dr. Chris Steele MBE
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Write to Your Questions
Garden News, Media House, Peterborough Business

Park, Lynch Wood, Peterborough PE2 6EA. enclose an sae

Phone us
We solve your problems 01733 468835 Noon-1pm

Monday-Friday. Calls charged at UK national rate

Email
gn.le	ers@bauermedia.co.uk

Please include your full name and address

Social
Post your question

at facebook.com/

GardenNewsOfficial

Tweet your question

at twi	er.com/

GardenNewsMag

QHow do I care for a

Coprosma repens
‘Pina Colada’ that’s

in a patio pot in

well-drained

compost with

Perlite?

Mr L Warren,
Doncaster

ACoprosma

repens is

a small to mid-

sized shrub that

belongs to the coffee

family, Rubiaceae, and

originates from New Zealand.

Your variety ‘Pina Colada’, has

orange-edged, yellow leaves,

but this plant won’t be hardy

outdoors in a South Yorkshire

winter and will die

in sub-zero

temperatures.

In view of

this unreliable

hardiness, it’s

best to grow

coprosma in

a container

that can be

moved into a

frost-free space

during winter. It

prefers neutral or acid

soil, but a general-

purpose growing medium is

probably fine. And it needs

good drainage, so including

Perlite was a wise move.

QA po�ed agapanthus

has dropped seeds in

our garden and these have

come up. Are they worth

keeping and, if so, is it be�er

to pot them up?

Mrs G Trewidden, by email

QOur back garden has

no soil, but we grow

figs, plums, gooseberries,

and strawberries in pots as

well as some veg. Are any

raspberries suitable for pot

culture?

Mr B Young, Preston, Lancs

AThompson & Morgan

recently introduced a

perpetual-cropping raspberry

variety called ‘Ruby Beauty’

that was shortlisted for

Chelsea Plant of the Year 2015.

The plant I saw at Chelsea was

fruiting in mid-May – though

it had probably been helped

along in a greenhouse.

‘Ruby Beauty’ is described

as a new concept for growing

raspberries. It’s compact,

growing up to 1m (3ft 4in) tall,

with a bushy habit. Fruits

on the bush I saw weren’t

Glossy-leaved
coprosma
aren’t hardy

Try ‘Ruby
Beauty’ in pots
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What are bedding

asters called these

days, and why did

they change the name?

Mr G Frobisher,
by email
The old name was China aster

and the scientific name is

Callistephus chinensis.

Scientific plant names

change for various reasons

but always have to be

internationally accepted.

Colloquial names follow a

logic all of their own, which

often adds to confusion. What

most people call geraniums,

for instance, are really

pelargoniums, but Queen

Victoria called them by the

former name, which stuck.

Is there any point in

feeding a lawn after

spring? I didn’t feed mine

this year and it’s looking

a bit pale and lacklustre.

Mr K Bryant, by email
Spring feeding is best, but

you can give a midsummer

dressing. Make sure rain is

forecast, or water it by hand

if no rain falls for a few days

after applying. However, if

you don’t feed until spring,

the grass won’t suffer a jot.

I never feed my lawn, I don’t

use weedkiller and I never

remove the mowings, so

nutrients are constantly

recycled.

We used to grow varieties

of Phlox paniculata
until eelworm problems

spoilt the plants. Which

other border phloxes

could I try?

Mabel Courtenay,
Hertfordshire

NIGEL COLBORN

The Problem SOLVER
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I’m afraid other phloxes 

would be prone to a	 ack 

but varieties of P. maculata 

are so pre	 y that it’s worth 

giving them a go. These 

are earlier than bigger 

P. paniculata varieties and 

more delicate. Varieties 

include P. maculata ‘Alpha’ 

which is two-tone pink, pink 

and white ‘Natascha’, and 

‘Delta’, which is white with 

a subtle pink eye. 

I grew three annuals as 

a child that fl owered in 

less than two months. 

One was night-scented 

stock but what do you 

think the others might 

be? I want to encourage 

my 6-year-old great 

granddaughter.

Mrs I Biggs, No� ingham
I suspect that you grew 

seeds of Virginian stock 

(Malcolmia maritima) along 

with night-scented stock 

Ma� hiola longipetala and 

possibly candytuft, Iberis 

umbellata. These three, 

plus radishes, mustard 

and cress must have 

launched millions of 

youngsters into gardening! 

large but the plant is summer 

fruiting so it has a long season.

You can buy ‘Ruby Beauty’ 

for £14.99 per plant directly 

from T&M at www.thompson-

morgan.com, or tel: 0844 573 

1818. Use a large container and 

allow several canes to develop 

each year. It should be easy to 

propagate from suckers.

AAgapanthus, also called 

lilies of the Nile (though 

goodness knows why, because 

they’re native to Southern 

Africa!), grow readily from seed 

and come reasonably true to the 

parents. Deciduous varieties, 

largely bred from the fully hardy 

Agapanthus campanulatus, 

are the hardiest, while those 

developed from A. africanus, 

which keep their strap-like 

leaves all winter, are tender. 

If you want the best from your 

seedlings, pot them up and bring 

the plants on to flowering size. 

When they flower, select the best 

for colour, umbel size, stem 

strength and any other qualities 

you consider virtuous, grow 

them on and discard the rest.

Wait and see 
what fl owers 
you get 
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Joanna
Daniels

A family garden
in Astley Burf,
Worcestershire,
with recently

developed beds and borders.

Doreen &
Billy Driscoll

A large garden
in Newcastle
Emlyn, Wales,
with themed

areas and a vegetable patch.

W
e’ve managed to get

the lawns cut and

all the border edges

strimmed, as well as other areas

that didn’t get tidied at the

beginning of the season. All the

borders have now been weeded

and now it’s time to go through

them all again.

The bees have been busy.

They have swarmed twice,

and had to be collected by

the beekeeper! We’re on the

sixth section of the hive

now, so they must be

working extremely hard.

The birds and their

fledglings are consuming

more than they did during

the winter months. The

family of greater spotted

woodpeckers seem to hog

the feeders for most of the

day. The sparrows are

gathering duck feathers

for a second brood.

It’s nice to be able to

Birds and bees are sy

Corncockle
in flower

Time to
enjoy it!

Gr th is
speeding
along!

Over the

W
e’ve just had a very

successful village

open gardens 

weekend. Meeting so many 

fellow gardeners certainly makes 

all the hard work of the past 

months worthwhile. This is a 

biennial event so we can relax 

now and enjoy the garden 

ourselves for a while before we 

gear up for the next one.

The strawberry bed is now

producing some lovely fruit.

We’ve enjoyed several bowlfuls

and there are many more to
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pick our first produce from the

garden. Along with the radishes,

we’ve had our own salad leaves

and tomatoes.

We’ve also had courgettes and

sugar snap peas, which I’m

freezing for the winter months.

I’ve also harvested broccoli and

strawberries, but for some reason

my carrots began to die all of a

sudden. The garlic is ready to be

pulled as well.

The flower colour is fantastic

this year, and the roses are doing

very well. The most prolific seem

to be the foxgloves, which had

self-seeded in most of the

borders – not just the common

ones, but white peach and

bi-coloured. I’ve done some

pollinating by hand so I can

collect some seeds, in the

hope that I’ll get lots more

that are different.

I’m hoping there will be plenty

of flowers for our open days on

July 11 and 12, from 2-6 pm.

Flower colour 
has been 
brilliant

Poppy ‘Beauty
of Livermere’

Colour below
the palm tree

The beekeeper
collecting a swarm

Primulas by
the pond
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pelargoniums
in pots



Tom
Pattinson

A garden full
of unusual
plants and a
big collection

of fruit and vegetables in
Alnwick, Northumberland.

h colour from rose
scany Superb’

Spectacular
peach foxtail lily

Scented sweet
peas for the house

come when they ripen. We’ve

netted the bed to protect the

fruits from blackbirds. However,

netting doesn’t deter our 

springer spaniels. 

Both of our dogs have a taste for 

soft fruit: one nibbling under the 

edge of the netting, while the 

other wriggles right in and picks 

from the middle of the bed! 

I’ve just planted another 

batch of sweetcorn seeds because

only a third of the first sowing

germinated. French and runner

beans have been direct sown and

are now starting

to grow. Unfortunately, the

broad beans are covered in

blackfly as are many other garden 

plants. We don’t use chemicals so 

we’re eagerly awaiting ladybirds 

to come and sort out the problem. 

There is a large elder bush in the 

boundary hedge which is covered 

in flowers this year. I’m picking as 

many as I can reach to turn into 

elderflower cordial.

Many plants are now looking

good. Some of my current

favourites are white delphiniums,

peach-coloured foxtail lilies,

and philadelphus ‘Belle Etoile’.

The old fashioned roses are

flowering really well this year 

including ‘Tuscany Superb’, 

‘Charles de Mills’ and ‘Félicité 

Perpétue’, with the tiny pink 

flowers of rose ‘Belvedere’ just 

opening. 

My current favourite peony 

is a single white-flowered 

variety which was incorrectly

labelled as a double white.

Consequently, I’ve no idea

what variety it is!

A tasty potato crop

E
verything is developing 

rapidly in the garden. Runner 

bean ‘Firestorm’ has reached 

the top of its canes and pods have 

set. Broad bean ‘Aquadulce’ and 

‘Early Onward’ peas are maturing, 

and a regular supply of courgettes 

is heading for the kitchen. 

We’ve grown two varieties this 

year; ‘Sure Thing’ (green) and ‘One 

Ball’ (round, yellow). With eight 

plants on the go we’re picking every 

other day. 

The first early potatoes, ‘Red 

Duke of York’, were dug on June 25 

and harvesting continues. They’ve 

grown well. Asparagus spears have 

gone skyward since we stopped 

picking in mid-June. 

The strawberry bed 

is netted and we are 

collecting the lion’s 

share of the crop. 

There’s also been an 

early taste of 

gooseberries from 

thinning-out. Add a 

potentially bumper 

raspberry crop to the 

tomatoes, cucumbers, peaches, 

and so on, checked over daily in 

the greenhouse, and the coming 

weeks look good.

 Weeds keep springing up among 

the veg and we’re removing them by 

hand. We are presently doing our 

fortnightly purge, tackling two beds 

a day. This week we’re concentrating 

on weeding the ornamental borders, 

deadheading roses and cutting back 

spent herbaceous stems and  tying 

in plants where necessary. 

Oriental poppy, ‘Beauty of 

Livermere’, has been outstanding, 

and we planted a group of 

delphinium ‘Galahad’ (white) last 

year and now they’re flowering.

Months ago a friend gave me a 

seedling from an unnamed packet. 

I planted it, and watched as a second 

plant emerged from the same base. 

Recently they both flowered: wild 

cornflower, Centaurea cyanus and 

corn-cockle Agrostemma githago. 

What a surprise! 
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We can relax 
and enjoy the 

garden now

Single peony is 
a favourite



SEED CATALOGUE
2015

ON ALL ORDERSOVER £40

www.mr-fothergills.co.uk

FLOWER SEED VEG SEED FRUIT EQUIPMENTBuy ANY 5 packets of SEED get the cheapest FREE!
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CLARE FOGGETT

A
fter a slow start, mainly because of the cool

weather earlier in the season, my plant theatre,

which I sent you a picture of in the spring, is

romping away with my summer display on it. It now

needs lots of watering as it’s so hot!

Rosemary Green, Sprowston, Norwich
Clare says: It looks fantastic – keep watering, it’s definitely

worth it for that display!

The second act!

Rosemary wins a £25 voucher from Mr
Fothergill’s for use in its mail-order catalogue.

The catalogue is packed
with a huge choice
of quality seeds and
exciting flower, fruit
and veg plants.

With the editor of Garden News

Pick of the

Arthur’s
a cracker
I’m 88 years old now, so

can’t do much gardening

any more, but some

plants keep flowering.

This rose flowered all of

June until the recent hot

weather finished it off. Now it

just needs trimming back and

will be flowering again. I’ve got

it down as ‘Arthur Bell’, which

you mentioned recently.

Eric Woo�en, Huntingdon
Clare says: What a beautiful

rose – I hope my new ‘Arthur Bell’

is as good when it’s got

established. Its scent is fantastic.

STAR
PRIZE
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What’s the
weather like
up there?
Does anyone know what the

tallest delphinium in the UK is?

Mine is currently 9ft 3in and

about to open its flower!

Frazer, by email
Clare says: One at Waterperry

Gardens hit the headlines in 2013

at 9ft 2¼in, so you could be onto

a winner!

Double-
jointed
squirrel?
Regarding the squirrel-proof bird

feeder (GN July 4) , one of our

local squirrels is a size 0!

Sharon Pomeroy, Chester
Clare says: How on earth did it get

in there? I don’t think squirrels care

about the words ‘squirrel-proof’!

Mystery
plant
I have just moved into a lovely

bungalow and as a keen gardener,

I was all fired up to put in as much

as I could. I just wanted to ask if

anyone knew what this plant is?

I purchased it from the local store

and unfortunately I have lost the

label. I would like to know more

about it because I want to be able

to propagate it. Can anybody

help? Many thanks in

anticipation, and for a great

magazine!

Gary Holton, by email
Clare says: Ooh lovely! You’ve got

a tibouchina there. It’s tender, so

protect it in winter.

Keen
climber
Please can someone identify

this rampant climber that is

scrambling up my lilac tree at a

rate of knots? I am praying it’s not

the dreaded Japanese knotweed.

I did cut back a Solanum crispum

last year and thought I’d killed it.

Could it be returning to haunt

me? I’d appreciate any help you

could give on its eradication –

whatever it may be!

Charmaine Coates, by email
Clare says: It looks like Russian

vine (Fallopia baldschuani). It’s not 

Japanese knotweed, but it is a pain!

Also called mile-a-minute – you

probably know why!

Sky’s the
limit!
This is my extra-large alstroemeria! 

Its 226cm high and its head is 28cm 

wide!

Jenny Knight, by email



Excellent cherry

harvest today

Steven Lang,
Twi�er

Write to Clare Fogge�, Garden News, Media House,

Lynch Wood, Peterborough PE2 6EA

Email gn.le�ers@bauermedia.co.uk

Facebook facebook.com/GardenNewsOfficial

Twitter twi�er.com/GardenNewsMag

Sunshine at last here in East Yorkshire and

my free calendula are starting to shine!

Mark Beresford, Twi�er
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www.greenhousebonanza.com
ur range of greenhouses, lean-to’s,and greenhouse related equipment visit

Call for a FREE BROCHURE on

01242 662926

HOUSESNHOUSESENHOUSES
ONONONSummerSummerSummer

DealsDealsDeals
REE
hading
Screen

& Auto Vents
with any Halls

Greenhouses Purchase

Offer Available
Until 31st Augus

Worthupto£21

HallsGlazingGasketVentomaticSquareHeadNuts

We also specialise in Spares & ReplacementParts -
includingGlass! Call - 01242662962

ToughenedGlass

When you buy a Growhouse Greenhouse (Offer Ends 31st August 2015)
FREELouvreVent

& Autovent

0800 028 0942 www.gardenessentials.co.uk

Momentum Mower

ONLY £149.00

SAVE 25%

NO POWER NEEDED
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WITH FREE 

DELIVERY

Dahlias ‘My 

Love’ are in full 

bloom on my 

allotment

Brendan 
Bryne

The bees are 

enjoying the 

ceanothus in 

the sun today!

Chloe Ryan, 
Twi� er

Fussy bees
Why are bees not interested 

in lavender at the moment?  

They were about six weeks 

ago but not so much now that 

it’s in flower.  Also, the bees 

seem to love my patio rose ‘Red 

Romance’. Why is this? It’s not 

particularly fragrant.

Clair Woolston, West Drayton
Clare says: I’m not sure, Clair 

– they’re all over my lavender 

right now, but seem to have gone 

off the catmint!

Surprise 
visitor
I’ve recently moved into a new 

house and this summer this 

gorgeous clematis appeared from 

nowhere. However, I’ve no 

idea what it is or when it needs 

to be pruned back. Can anyone 

give me some information on 

this plant?

Taz Wake, by email
Clare says: I’m not a clematis 

expert, but it might be ‘Purpurea 

Plena Elegans’ if it’s in flower now.



Available in a
choice of 4 vibrant colours

Glorious sweetly scented blooms

Exotic evergreen foliage

Immediate delivery

ORDER FORM (BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE) Please send to: Van Meuwen VSOP556, Admail ADM3952, Spalding PE11 1ZZ.

All products are covered 
by theVan Meuwen

5 Star guarantee.Visit 
our website for more 

details, incredible special 
offers and to requesta catalogue.
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Please tick this box if you do not wish to receive offers from carefully selected companies. By supplying your email address
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product. Your contract for supply of goods is with Van Meuwen. Full terms and conditions are available
on request or on our website at www.vanmeuwen.com. ©Van Meuwen 2015.

Email                                                                

I enclose a cheque/postal order made payable to‘Van Meuwen’ for £

Name                                                                

Address                                                            

                                                                           

Postcode                                    Telephone    

Please turn your card over and write the last 3 numbers from the signature strip.CSV

Please debit my: Visa Mastercard Maestro

Order Code
VSOP556
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FREE 2015
Plant, Seed and
Bulb Catalogue

Out Now!
Please send me

my free copy
{tick box}

or request online.

To place your priority order visit:
www.vanmeuwen.com/VSOP556
Receive a FREE £5 VOUCHER when you order online!
Or call 0844 573 7431 9am-6pm 7 days a week quote code ‘VSOP556’
Maximum call charge for BT customers is 7p per minute. Calls from other networks may vary.

We won’t be beaten on Quality or Price! - Guaranteed 

NOW JUST
HURRY! OFFER MUST END JULY 28th 

OLEANDER
COLLECTION £19.98

4 PLANTS – WORTH £47.96

Oleander
Add a Mediterranean fl avour to your beds, borders and patios.

The exotic evergreen foliage creates a superb display through winter 
before bursting to life with sweet, heavenly fragrant fl owers all 

through summer. The winter hardy shrub is so easy to grow and is 
ideal for a sheltered problem border or planted in one of our stylish 

metallic effect pots for a breathtakingly beautiful patio feature.

Supplied as potted plants. Immediate delivery - and when you
use our exclusive Incredibloom® fertiliser you could enjoy

up to 400% more blooms!

Magnifi cent Mediterranean Oleander
Ornate evergreen foliage truly bursts into life with the 

most heavenly fragrant blooms throughout summer

Code Item Description Price Qty Total
OLEANDER COLLECTION – 4 PLANTS WORTH £47.96

VJ47495 1 of each (pink, yellow, red, white) SAVE £27.  
VJ47496 Oleander Pink – 1 shrub WAS £11.99 £9.99
VJ47499 Oleander Yellow – 1 shrub WAS £11.99 £9.99
VJ47497 Oleander Red – 1 shrub WAS £11.99 £9.99
VJ47498 Oleander White – 1 shrub WAS £11.99 £9.99
V58084P Patio Pot (39cm) £9.99
V60329P Patio Pot (39cm) – 2 pack SAVE £5 £14.98
V48786 Incredibloom® Fertiliser – 750g £12.99
 P&P £3.95

 Grand Total
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Picea abies (6)

3 ‘___ Robin’, common name of

Lychnis flos-cuculi (6)

4 Woody, bushy plant (5)

5 Seashore (5)

7 and 29 down Bell in the clock

tower of the Palace of

Westminster (3,3)

8 ‘___ Fison’, variety of Floribunda

rose (6)

9 Place to grow frondy, flowerless

plants (7)

14 Six balls bowled in cricket (4)

15 Statement of money owed, or

bird’s beak (4)

16 Unwanted plant (4)

17 London cathedral (2,5)

19 Widely held, but false belief (4)

21 Open land for public use (6)

22 More upper class? (6)

SOLUTION TO No 26
ACROSS 8 Elaeagnus 9 Exam

10 Scalpel 12 Lyrics 13 Lie 14 Mercia

17 Ring 18 Tine 19 Sets 20 Jest

21 Minima 22 Old 24 Yeomen

26 Oration 30 Lips 31 Man’s Beard

DOWN 1 Tees 2 Lava 3 Ramp 4 Knoll

5 Asplenium 6 Weir 7 Vaccinium

11 Locust 15 Echeveria 16 Astronomy

17 Rennet 23 Donna 25 MASH 27 Abba

28 Iran 29 Node

Hidden common names Traveller’s

joy, old man’s beard – common names

for Clematis vitalba

Crossword number 26 winner is

Mr B Thomson of Newark.

23 Sir Joseph ___, former

gardener and architect of the

Crystal Palace (6)

25 Large water birds (5)

26 1960s dance craze (5)

29 See 7 down

ACROSS

1 Tussock-forming rockery plant

with flowers like minute

primroses (9)

6 Reed instrument (4)

10 Strawberry genus (8)

11 Bird of prey (5)

12 Ornamental area of water in a

large garden (4)

13 Australian inlet named by

Captain Cook after the large

variety of plants collected

there (6,3)

18 ‘___ Gem’, award-winning

variety of Hebe (7)

20 Clergyman’s home (7)

24 Of beer, available from the

pump (2,7)

27 Semi-transparent gemstone (4)

28 ‘___ Grey’, award-winning

variety of pelargonium (5)

30 Plant that grows on another,

such as a bromeliad or air

plant (8)

31 Square number (4)

32 Smooth-skinned variety of

peach (9)

DOWN

2 ‘___ spruce’, common name of

W
hen all the answers

are in place the letters

in the even-numbered

squares from 10 to 32 will

spell out a ‘horticultural’ TV

programme associated with 15

down, 29 down and 16 down.
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1 across

ew plant food from the
aby Bio® Vitality range

This year there’s a radically new plant food 

range from a brand you know and trust: Baby 

Bio® Vitality. The range has a balanced formula 

that combines bio-stimulants and nutrients in 

one product.

Designed to optimise a plant’s development, 

this mix creates the ‘activator eff ect’ to ensure 

the plant absorbs the right nutrients at the right 

time in its life cycle.  

Top Growth Flowers is a plant food suitable 

for all kinds of fl owering plants and shrubs. It 

encourages fast and balanced growth for strong, 

healthy plants. Plants fed with this product 

produce up to 70 per 

cent more fl owers.  

Top Bloom 

produces bright, 

colourful and

long-lasting blooms

as the petals are

thick and uniform.

To win a 750ml

bo� le of each product, send your crossword

plus the hidden TV programme to Crossword 

No 28, Garden News, Media House, Peterborough 

PE2 6EA. The winner will be drawn on July 24.

WIN!

Boost fl owers 
with Baby Bio® 
Vitality



A chamomile lawn
could be perfect
in a free-draining
herb garden

58 Garden News / July 18 2015

Delicate flowers and a fruity scent make
Chamaemelum nobile a favourite her

Home
 

Refresh yourself 
with chamomile

A
chamomile lawn

is one of the most

romantic uses for this

versatile plant. Unlike grass,

chamomile won’t take a lot

of boisterous wear, but for a

sunny area that gets only

light use it’s perfect, sending

up a waft of green-apple, fresh

scent every time it’s stepped

on and crushed.

If you're planting a lawn,

choose a dwarf, non-

flowering chamomile with

a spreading habit such as

‘Treneague’. Chamomile is

said to promote sleep so a

chamomile lawn could be a

great spot to relax!

Plant young plants from

spring to late summer into

well-weeded, light, but fertile

soil. Avoid waterlogged sites

and keep the soil moist, but

well-drained, until plants

are well established. Space

the plants 10-15cm (4-6in)

apart and they should soon

knit together to form

a continuous carpet of

fragrant green leaves.

Other forms of chamomile

produce clouds of dainty

yellow and white daisies

in summer. Pick the flowers

and use them fresh, or dried

to make calming teas or the recipes featured here.

If you don’t drink the tea, you can use it to make a reviving eye treatment. Simply

moisten cotton wool pads with cold chamomile tea and lay on closed eyelids to revive

tired eyes. Or, let your chamomile tea infuse for longer – up to 8 hours – and allow to

cool before adding to your bath for a relaxing soak. Cold chamomile tea also makes

a great plant tonic.

Dry the flowers in a dark, airy place and follow last week’s lavender bag instructions to

make lovely chamomile pillows. Simply fill a muslin or cotton bag with dried chamomile

and sew closed. Hang it in the wardrobe, or pop it under your pillow to aid relaxation.

OMorehavens Camomile Lawns. Tel: 01489 878501; www.camomilelawns.co.uk

Brew for 3-6

minutes for a

perfect cup!
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Chamomile Bedtime ‘Latte’
Add the flower heads to hot milk for

an extra soothing latte-style drink,

perfect for before bed. Use a milk

frother for best results.

Serves 2

INGREDIENTS

1 teaspoon dried chamomile flowers

300ml semi-skimmed milk

1 scant tablespoon runny honey,

or to taste (chamomile has its own

natural sweetness)

Ground cinnamon for sprinkling,

optional

METHOD

Stir chamomile flowers into milk and

heat, in a heavy-bottomed milk pan,

until almost boiling. Remove from

heat and strain. Stir in the honey and

froth in a milk frother.

 Subscribe now for £1 an issue! Go to www.greatmagazines.co.uk/gn
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Chamomile Tea Tips
O Tea, made from the fl ower heads steeped in 

boiling water, and strained, with honey or 

lemon, is a familiar use of fragrant, 

apple-scented chamomile. Calming and 

relaxing, it helps promote restful sleep and aid 

digestion.

O�Annual German chamomile Matricaria 

recutita is be	 er for tea. Less sweet perennial 

Roman chamomile (Chamaemelum nobile) is 

be	 er for herbal medicines. C. nobile ‘Flore 

Pleno’ is a pre	 y, double-fl owered form.

O�Steep fl owers for 3-6 minutes. Any longer can 

result in bi	 er ‘over-extracted’ tea.

O�Use approximately 1 teaspoon dried 

chamomile heads per cup (or 2 teaspoons fresh).

O�Commercially dried chamomile can 

sometimes include bits of stem and leaf. 

When you’re picking your own, select heads 

only for a superior brew.

Chamomile Rice Cup
Serve this light, soothing 

pudding on its own or with 

cinnamon and cream. 

Serves 2

INGREDIENTS

1 teaspoon dried chamomile 

flowers 

300ml semi-skimmed milk

2 heaped tablespoons 

ground rice

1 scant tablespoon runny 

honey

Cream and/or cinnamon 

to serve, optional

METHOD

Add chamomile flowers 

to milk and heat to 

almost boiling. Reduce 

heat. Gradually sprinkle 

in ground rice whilst 

stirring constantly with 

a wooden spoon - or 

whisking briskly - until 

thickened and 

completely smooth. 

Stir in honey.

O�For more recipes, visit 

www.mrssimkins.co.uk

Next w
eek: M

akin
g 

h
m

e-g
rown art!

Perfect to 

relax with 

before bed!

A light pudding 

for summer 

evenings!



‘BOLERO’

‘CHA-CHA’

‘FLAMENCO’

LYCHNIS

‘W
HITE ROBIN’

Hayloft Plants

HOW TO ORDER

made payable to Hayloft Plants (with name and address on the back)
OR charge my Visa/ Mastercard / Maestro card with:

I enclose a cheque/postal order for

By post Cut out order form and send orders to Garden News Reader
Offer, PO BOX 2020, Pershore WR10 9BP.

To order online Visit www.hayloftplants.co.uk/ROGN15

To order by phone Call 01386 426 245 and quote ROGN15

All plants will be despatched in 14 days unless stated otherwise.
Online orders will receive an order acknowledgement via email with
approximate delivery date. Offer closes 30/08/2015.

All items are subject to availability; we reserve the right to send
suitable substitutes or for paid for items, offer a refund. If demand
exceeds anticipated volumes for free items, we retain the right to
replace with products of a similar retail value with no further notice.
Offer available to UK addresses only. Reader Offers cannot be used in
conjunction with any other promotions or discounts. Please tick here if
you prefer not to receive offers from any company other than HayloftT.

YOUR DATA PROTECTION PREFERENCES Bauer Media (Publishers of Garden News) may also like to contact you by post or phone. Please tick if you do not wish to be contacted by us Q or by carefully selected
partner organisations Q By entering your e-mail address you are choosing to receive email from time to time from Garden News. We will never pass these details to any other organisation.

CODE ITEM PRICE QTY TOTAL

ROGN15-28YPDB03 Delphinium ‘Bolero’ (3 chunky plugs) £18

ROGN15-28YPDC03 Delphinium ‘Cha-Cha’ (3 chunky plugs) £18

ROGN15-28YPDF03 Delphinium ‘Flamenco’ (3 chunky plugs) £18

ROGN15-28YPDM03 New Double Delphinium Mix (1 of each) £18

ROGN15-28YPDM09
New Double Delphinium Mix (3 of each)
PLUS Lychnis ‘White Robin’ worth £15* £36

Postage FREE

TOTAL £

OFFERS

Signature

Issue No.
(Maestro/Switch) Security No. Postcode

Address

Tel. Email Address

Start Date

Title Initial Surname£

£

Expiry Date

Card No.

D
elphiniums have been

an English favourite

for many years and

they’re looking sensational at

the moment. We are giving GN

readers an exciting opportunity

to be some of first gardeners to

own some of the new double

flowering introductions.

After 10 years of meticulous

breeding, these extraordinary

delphiniums have arrived to

Buy any 3 plants for £18 or get our New Double Delphinium Mix of 9 plants for only

£36, saving £18, plus get 5 FREE Lychnis ‘White Robin’, worth £15*

Save cash on new 
double delphiniums

5 FREE 
PLANTS 
WORTH

£15*

the market in a storm of interest, 

speculation and anticipation.

Stout upright stems lavishly 

garnished with triple rosette 

flowers with ruffled edges during 

the summer, will fill gardens 

with complementing colourful 

columns of amethyst, sapphire 

and blushed diamond tones. 

Bred in Glasgow, they are not 

only beautiful but also robust and 

extremely hardy, withstanding a 

temperature of -20C (-4F).

We are offering readers three 

varieties: ‘Bolero’, ‘Cha-Cha’and 

‘Flamenco’. Height: 75cm (2ft 6in) 

and spread: 40cm (16in).

Order now and plants will 

be supplied as chunky plugs 

within 14 days. 
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 Garden

HOW TO ORDER

made payable to You Garden Ltd (with name and address on
the back) OR charge my Visa/ Mastercard / Maestro card with:

I enclose a cheque/postal order for

Three ways to order:
By phone Call the credit card and debit card order hotline on 0844 656 9569

(open 8am to 8pm, 7 days a week) and quote RGN114

Order online www.yougarden.com/RGN114

By post Or send a cheque made payable to You Garden Ltd to:

Garden News Patio Fruit Offer RGN114, You Garden, PO Box 637,

Wetherby Road, York YO26 0DQ

Plants will be sent within 14 days. Delivery to UK addresses only.

Offer subject to availability and closes August 31, 2015.

YOUR DATA PROTECTION PREFERENCES Bauer Media (Publishers of Garden News) may also like to contact you by post or phone. Please tick if you do not wish to be contacted by us Q or by carefully selected
partner organisations Q By entering your email address you are choosing to receive emails from time to time from Garden News. We will never pass these details to any other organisation.

Signature

Issue No.
(Maestro/Switch) Security No. Postcode

Address

Tel. Email Address

Start Date

Title Initial Surname£

£

Expiry Date

Card No.

CODE ITEM PRICE QTY TOTAL

300121 ‘Sibley’s Patio Gage’ (60cm-tree in a 2-litre pot) £19.99 
Save £5

300119 ‘Sibley’s Patio Quince’ (60cm-tree in a 2-litre pot) £19.99 
Save £5

300120 ‘Sibley’s Patio Medlar’ (60cm-tree in a 2-litre pot) £19.99
Save £5 

Postage & packing £6.99 1 £6.99

TOTAL £
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New fruit tree 
varieties for 
your patio

R
ecently introduced, these super new varieties have been 

selected and developed by renowned Essex fruit tree 

nurseryman Will Sibley and are naturally compact growing 

– they are just the thing for growing in a handsome large pot on 

the patio.  Lasting for many years they’ll give superb blossom in 

spring followed by delicious crops of fruit at the end of summer. 

‘Sibley’s Patio Gage’ 
If you have ever tasted old-fashioned 

greengages, you will know how wonderfully 

tasty and juicy they are. In fact, some would 

say they are among the fi nest fruits! Available 

now for the fi rst time in a specially developed 

compact patio form you can grow them as 

the perfect patio fruit tree for smaller gardens 

that can be accommodated in as little as a 

3ft x 3ft space!

Buy one tree in 2-litre pot for £19.99. SAVE £5

‘Sibley’s Patio Quince’
Quince seem to have fallen out of favour 

– and perhaps out of fl avour too. Yet their 

sweet fruit makes delicious jellies, jams, 

and sauces, and they have the most beautiful 

pink blossom too. Hardy and self-fertile, 

this beautiful little quince is destined to 

stay small, so it works well in a big container 

on the patio or terrace. The variety itself is 

naturally compact.

Buy one tree in 2-litre pot for £19.99. SAVE £5

‘Sibley’s Patio Medlar’
Forms a dome shape that produces masses 

of blossom in spring followed by fruits 

throughout summer. Within a couple of seasons 

you should get 30 or so each autumn. Fruits will 

ripen once picked – the process is referred to as 

‘bletting’ – when the soft, sweet fl esh can be 

eaten as is or made into a jelly preserve. It’s the 

perfect accompaniment to savoury dishes and 

goes brilliantly with cheese.

Buy one tree in 2 litre pot for £19.99. SAVE £5

‘Sibley’s Patio Gage’



Over 100,000 satisfied customers
The stylish 18-Link Bracelet has, not surprisingly
been our best-selling design for 5 years running!
With 18 polished gold-plated panels, this timeless
classic looks fantastic on men and women. You
won’t believe your eyes on the exceptional quality.
6 Powerful Magnets
And that’s not all! The 18-Link Bracelet discreetly
hides 6 powerful 800 Gauss magnets, that’s a
total magnetic strength of 4,800 Gauss. Or try our
new SUPER Strength bracelet, which conceals
6 super strength 1,700 gauss magnets, a total
strength of 10,200 Gauss! Only you will know!
The Ancient Chinese have used magnets, a natural
healing power for thousands of years. And millions
of people all over the world are wearing magnetic
bracelets. Even well-known celebrities 
are wearing them. Now it’s your tu  
Comfort fit
Another added feature is that it
expands smoothly providing a
comfort fit, so that you can wear
it all day long! Now available in
2 sizes: 18-Link and a larger 20-L
Our Guarantee
Try the powerful magnetic 18-Link Bracelet for
yourself. If you are not 100% satisfied simply return it
within 90 days for a full refund! No questions asked!
Special offer
This stunning bracelet makes for a perfect gift for
men & women. For a limited period only you can
take advantage of our £5.00 discount or order
2 and SAVE £20.00.

©
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“Pain Relief With Magnets”

LINES OPEN 8am-9pm Mon-Fri · 9am-8pm Sat-Sun

OFFER
CODE:

111BM

Post To: UK Direct Shop, Offer code: 111BM, Unit 9, Romsey Industrial
Estate, Greatbridge Road, Romsey, Hampshire SO51 0HR

I enclose a cheque/PO payable to UK Direct Shop for £
Please charge my credit/debit card:

Start Expiry Signature

Title Name D.O.B

Address

Post Code

Telephone

Email

Buy online at www.ukdirectshop.com/111BM

PLEASE PRINT

111BM
Delivery normally within one week but please
allow 28 days. If you do not wish to receive other
interesting offers from reputable companies,
please tick this box . P&P is non-refundable. 

Here’s what customers have to say about it…
“Worth every penny” Mr D, Surrey 

“So comfortable, I wear it all the
time, even when exercising”
Mrs F, Preston 

“I get so many compliments when I
wear it” Miss B, Windsor 

“I wouldn’t be without it”
Mr R, Reading 

“I bought 3, 1 for me and 1 each for
my mum and dad. They don’t stop
raving about them”
Ms S, London 

“I’d never worn magnets before but
my wife convinced me to try it.
Now I wear my 20-Link Bracelet

everyday” Mr P, St Albans 

by Bill Habets, whose discoveries include:
➤ “The benefits of magnetic therapy”
➤ “How magnets heal the body and reduce pain”

Do not wear if you have a pacemaker fitted or are pregnant.

Stretchable
comfort fit

Unisex design

Discreetly
concealed

powerful magnets

OUR BEST-SELLING… FREE

Stunning Magnetic
Bracelet
AS USED BY

CELEBRITIES!

FREE
GIFT

SAVE
£20.00

When you
buy 2 Please send me: Price Tick

‘Pain Relief With
Magnets’ Booklet FREE ✓
Please indicate quantity of the size(s) required

18-Link 20-Link 
REGULAR STRENGTH
1 Bracelet £29.95 £24.95
REGULAR STRENGTH
2 Bracelets £59.90 £39.90
SUPER STRENGTH
1 Bracelet £34.95 £29.95
SUPER STRENGTH
2 Bracelets £69.90 £49.90
Insured P&P £3.95 ✓

TOTAL

NEW:
SUPER Strength

10,200 Gauss
Gauss is the unit of magnetic strength

Gold-plated
panels

FREEPHONE08081564998



To order, tel: 01733 840111

Free galanthus bulbs
for every reader

HOW TO ORDER

made payable to Garden News (with name and address on the back)
OR charge my Visa/ Mastercard / Maestro card with:

I enclose a cheque/postal order for

Fill in the form and send to

GN Offers (18/07),
PO Box 136,
Coates,
Peterborough
PE7 2FE,
or call 01733 840111.

All offers are subject to availability. Plant offers open to UK
readers only. Overseas readers, please phone for details
of availability. Garden News does not accept responsibility
for coupons that are lost, delayed or filled in incorrectly.

Please allow 28 days for delivery unless stated otherwise.
Guaranteed to arrive in good condition or your money back.

YOUR DATA PROTECTION PREFERENCES Bauer Media (Publishers of Garden News) may also like to contact you by post or phone. Please tick if you do not wish to be contacted by us Q or by carefully selected
partner organisations Q By entering your e-mail address you are choosing to receive email from time to time from Garden News. We will never pass these details to any other organisation.

Large-flowering snowdrop

Galanthus nivalis, AGM, is good

for naturalising. Flowering in

February and March it grows to

a height of 10-15cm (4-6in). Like

all snowdrops, it thrives in shade

or semi-shaded sites and will

grow well in most soil types.

To receive 10 bulbs just send

£3.95 to cover postage, or get

them free when you send off

for our choice galanthus collection

comprising 1 bulb each of the varieties: O ‘Hippolyta’ exquisite

and distinct double flowersO ‘S. Arnott’ AGM, globular flowers

O ‘Magnet’ AGM, good-sized flowers on long pedicels

O ‘Viridapice’ large flowers with green-tipped petals.

Our offer price is £12.95, saving more than £3.

Delivery from late August. Offer closes August 15.

Five-litre garden sprayer
This lightweight pump action sprayer is ideal for

spraying water, herbicides, pesticides, fungicides and

solvent-free preservative treatments. Fitted with a

comfortable shoulder strap it is capable of continual

spraying and comes with a long lance.

If you are a Garden News subscriber you can save

a further £2 on this item by simply entering your

subscriber number on the order coupon!

Our offer price is £16.99 for non subscribers

£14.99 for subscribers.

Allow 14 days for delivery. Offer closes August 15.

10
FREE

BULBS!
*JUST PAY £3.95

POSTAGE

JUST PAY

£3.99
POSTAGE

MONEY OFF
for Garden News subscribers!

OFFERS

Signature

Issue No.
(Maestro/Switch) Security No. Postcode

Address

Tel. Email Address

Start Date

Title Initial Surname£

£

Expiry Date

Card No.
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15 free dwarf narcissus bulbs
Dwarf narcissus grow to a few inches tall and are a welcome sight in 

March and April – great for pots, window boxes, rockeries or for cut 

fl owers. The variety ‘Jetfi re’ (AGM) has golden yellow fl owers with an 

orange trumpet, and grows to a height of 25cm (10in). Send £3.99 to 

cover postage costs of 15 bulbs, or get them free when you order our 

multi-headed dwarf narcissus collection. It comprises 10 bulbs each 

of the Award of Garden Merit winners O�‘Tête-à-tête’ 

yellow, multi headed O�‘Hawera’ AGM, creamy 

yellow O�‘Minnow’ creamy white, fl at lemon 

cups O�‘Baby Moon’ highly-scented, deep 

buttercup yellow. 

Off er price is £11.95, saving more than £7.

Delivery from late August. Off er closes 

August 15.

ITEM PRICE QTY TOTAL

FREE Galanthus nivalis bulbs (10 bulbs) £3.95 
postage

Choice galanthus collection collection (4 bulbs, plus 10 free) £12.95

FREE dwarf narcissus bulbs (15 bulbs) £3.99 
postage

Dwarf narcissus collection (40 bulbs, plus 15 free) £11.95

Coleus collection (6 plants) £10.95

5-litre garden sprayer Subscriber no______________________________ £14.99

5-litre garden sprayer Non subscriber £16.99

Postage (regardless of size of order). Don’t add if you’ve just ordered free items £1.95 £1.95

TOTAL  £
 

‘Bronze Pagoda’

Coleus collection
Coleus (solenostemon) varieties 

propagated from cuttings make

excellent outdoor bedding, 

container, greenhouse or 

conservatory plants. They 

are less prone to go to fl ower 

and have more distinct foliage

patterns than those raised 

from seed. Our special 6 

plant collection, grown by 

Dibleys, will give you vibrant 

colours throughout the summer

months and even during 

winter if kept to a minimum

temperature of 10C (50F). It

consists of 1 plant each of 

O�‘Bronze Pagoda’ 

O�‘Winsome’ O�‘Muriel Pedley’O ‘Red Velvet’

O�‘Lord Falmouth’ O�‘Beauty Of Lyon’.

Our off er price is £10.95.

Delivery from mid August. Off er closes August 15.

‘Red Velvet’

‘Beauty 
of Lyon’

‘Muriel 
Pedley’

‘Lord
Falmouth’ ‘Winsome’     
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Year-round protection

Decking

> Will not crack, peel or blister

> Protects against mould, algae
and fungal decay

> Water and weather resistant

The perfect anti-slip finish 
for added safety

+44 (0)1296 481 220
www.osmouk.com

Call or visit
the web for 
stockists.

250ml £6.50
500ml £12.00
POST FREE

Order direct online at
www.dejager.co.uk to get a 10% discount

By Appointment to
HRH The Prince of Wales

Supplier of Garden Flower Bulbs
P. de Jager & Sons Limited

Kent

Top Quality, Top Size Bulbs
Flower Bulb Specialists Since 1868

For a FREE Catalogue   Tel: 01622 840229

MISCELLANEOUS

MISCELLANEOUS

GREENHOUSE DIRECTORY

BULBS

01246 451077
www.twowests.co.uk

Two Wests (GN), Carrwood Road,

Sheepbridge, Chesterfield, S41 9RH

Two Wests and Elliott

Quality Equipment
for Greenhouse and Garden

2 Free Catalogues
Over 2000 Quality Products

Polytunnels from 8’ to 24’ wide
Replacement Covers

Accessories and Spares
Free Brochure

Ferryman Polytunnels, Westleigh,
Morchard Road, EX17 5LS

01363 84948
info@ferrymanpolytunnels.co.uk
www.ferrymanpolytunnels.co.uk

Call: 0208 088 2015

Dating without
the‘thorny’ issues

Join Friends1st –  
the UK’s largest  
off-line Christian  
dating community,  
where we date  
by the Book!

To advertise,  

please call  

01733 366376
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NATIONAL FRUIT TREE 
SPECIALISTS

Huge selection of Top Fruit trees, 
Soft Fruit plants, Family trees, Ballerina 
Trees, Grapes, Kiwis and so much more. 

POTTED SOFT FRUIT AVAILABLE FOR 
DESPATCH NOW - VISIT WEBSITE FOR DETAILS

DEACONS NURSERY (GN)
Tel: (01983) 840750 or 522243 

Email: info@deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk 
www.deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk

POLYTUNNELS

PERSONAL

FRUIT TREES

To advertise,
please call 01733 366376
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Chillington
Traditional Garden Tools

www.Chillingtontoolsonline.co.uk
Or ring for a brochure on 01902 826826

The Chillington Range of Hoes and Garden 

Tools can now be purchased online at:

Every plant lover's favourite day out

 
 

� �

STREPTOCARPUS, SAINTPAULIAS
AND UNUSUAL HOUSEPLANTS

For your FREE colour
catalogue which includes

new Streptocarpus
varieties for 2015, Achimenes,
Begonias, Primulina, Coleus

and exotic houseplants.
Please telephone or write to:-

Dibleys Nurseries, Dept GN, Llanelidan, Ruthin, 
Denbighshire LL15 2LG

Tel: 01978 790677 www.dibleys.com

Choice of 3colours

Tel/Fax: 0113 239 3636

£5.00 inc VAT
plus postage and packaging

Email: mk.precision.tooling@btconnect.com

o o

STOPS RATTLING

FENCE PANELS

also on ebay

:LUH�$QFKRUV WR ÀW &RQFUHWH )HQFH 3RVWV
4XLFN�	�(DV\�6ROXWLRQ�WR�À[

wires for trellising – no drilling
7ZR�VL]HV�WR�ÀW�PRVW�SRVWV

3RW�KROGHUV�	�EUDFNHWV�DV�DGG�RQV
*ULSSOH�7UHOOLVLQJ�DOVR�VROG

)UHH�'HOLYHU\

LQIR#ULYHOLQJOHQSURGXFWV�FR�XN
ZZZ�ULYHOLQJOHQSURGXFWV�FRP��

Tel 01246 851777

www.gardennewsmagazine.co.uk

TOOLS

WATER GARDENING

PLANTS

MISCELLANEOUS

 

 

 

 

To advertise,  

please call  

01733 366376

SEEDS



Unusual, fluffy flowers!

SUNFLOWERTeddy Bear’

WORTH
£1.99

Dont miss o
ut!

NEXT
WEEK

FREE SEEDS!
Sunflower ‘Teddy Bear’

GENIUS
Gardening

Nuggets of pure wisdom

O Summer's sunniest fl owers

O Behind the scenes of Carol’s new show

1
I’m no longer dreading my inevitable

courgette glut, thanks to a new way

to eat them that I’ve just discovered.

Use a potato peeler to shave off long,

tagliatelle-like ribbons, or use a spiraliser

to turn them into spaghetti-like strands.

Sprinkle lightly with salt and leave in a

colander to drain for about 15 minutes.

They’ll go slightly crunchy and can then

be stirred into a tasty tomato sauce as a

substitute for pasta. It’s delicious and the

best thing is that it uses up lots quickly!

Clare Fogge�, editor

2
I feed all my spare salad produce

to my bantam chickens. Also,

successional sowing helps avoid

gluts. If you keep harvesting a few lower

leaves off loose-leaf lettuces as you need

them, you don’t need to sow so much or

harvest whole heads at a time.

Ian Hodgson, editor-at-large

3 
I made a strawberry and white 

chocolate cheesecake with my 

leftover strawberries this year. 

I started out with a biscuit base, then 

I used a kilo of strawberries to make a 

homemade strawberry conserve (which 

also made four extra jars), then I made a 

white chocolate, cream cheese, double 

cream and icing sugar frosting topped 

with more strawberries and 

melted white chocolate.

Line� e Lomax, Facebook 

4
Make a massive 

stockpile of 

pasta sauce with 

mountains of every 

kind of chopped up veg – 

nutritious and extremely handy from

the freezer! Plus, you can do your bit by

donating produce or food to charities

or local people in need – it’ll always be 

appreciated. If you know anyone with a 

pet reptile, they’ll take all your kale, 

cucumbers and carrots for them!

Karen Murphy, features editor

5
I always harvest crops that are 

ready to eat or preserve because 

if you let it build up in the garden 

it can end up spoiling, which is no 

good to us. Apples, plums and tomatoes 

are always my surplus but I make really 

yummy chutney with these. I freeze 

leftover fruit to throw into puddings 

in the winter and the rest goes into 

my fruit liquors.

Jules, Twi� er

6
Last year we made a cupboard full 

of jam and chutney using the 

apples from our tree. It’s so nice to 

be eating produce we

grew and made into something

so delicious.

Mary Flear Sadler, Facebook 

7
Leftover veg has to go in a strudel. 

Make the dough and then add a 

little cream cheese, the veg and 

some fresh herbs. 

Wondermom, Twi� er

8
Vine leaves on branches are always 

salvaged for stuffed vine leaves, 

as they have a lemony taste. Blanch 

them in water for a few minutes, lift 

out and cool. Then add rice, mint and 

chopped tomatoes or minced lamb 

for a meat version. I also chop stems of 

mint and hang them up to dry. I crumble 

the leaves into small pieces, putting it into 

airtight containers for adding to yoghurt, 

couscous, mint sauce or even mint teas!

Pam Richardson, garden writer

Got a glut of veg? Get 
busy in the kitchen!

Dealing with 
excess edibles

Shu� erstock

Y
ou’ve got to love fruitful harvests 
– farmers’ market-like mountains 
of colourful fruit and veg at your 

disposal, but often with limited numbers of 
mouths to feed them to! We asked readers 
and GN experts for their useful tips and 
culinary advice…



3 EASY WAYS TO ORDER:
1. Visit: YouGarden.com/GN314
2.  Telephone: 0844 6 569 569

Calls charged at 5p/min plus your network provider’s access charge.

3.   By post using the coupon
YouGarden, PO Box 637, Wetherby Road, York YO26 0DQ
Offer available while stocks last. © YouGarden Ltd 2015

ALWAYS

USE

CODE:

GN314

ADVERT CODE: GN314Post to: YouGarden, PO Box 637, Wetherby Road, York YO26 0DQ

Delivery to UK Mainland only. A £6.00 surcharge 
will apply to the following postcode areas: AB, BT, 
DD8-11, GY, HS, IM, IV, JE, KA27-28, KW, PA20-80, 
PH19-50, TR21-25 & ZE. See website for full details.

 Please tick here if you would prefer not to receive offers other than from us. 
 Yes, I would like to sign-up to the FREE YouGarden Newsletter. 

© YouGarden Limited 2015.

I enclose cheque/PO payable to
YouGarden (name & address on back) for £__________________
Or charge my Visa/Mastercard/Maestro card:

Card  Security
No.  No.

Start Expiry Maestro 
Last 3 digits on reverse

Date Date Issue No.

Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss                First Name Surname

Address

 Postcode

Email Tel.

OUR DOUBLE GUARANTEE TO YOU
1. If you’re not totally happy with your order, return it
within 30 days and we’ll replace or refund in full.
2. Should any hardy plants fail to thrive thereafter,
we’ll replace free of charge – you just pay the PP&I!

Peter McDermott
Head Gardener

‘BOULEVARD
PATIO CLEMATIS’

1 Abilene (Pink) &
1 Parisienne (Purple)

NOW JUST

£7.50
When you buy the

pair for just £14.99!
NORMALLY £24.99

SAVE £10

EACH

B
red and developed by world renowned Raymond 
Evison, this pair of stunning ‘Boulevard’ beauties 
will captivate all summer long with their large, 

impactful blooms and repeat-fl owering habit. They 
have been bred for their compact growing habit and 
precocious fl owering nature so you can create a 
massive colour impact from a very limited space.

They are perfect for growing in in small spaces, in 
pots and containers, so are ideal for modern gardens 
where space may be limited. With displays lasting for 
up to 6 months – May until October – they will enliven 
any terraced garden, patio, balcony or conservatory. 
They will never get out of hand, growing to just 4ft tall 
when mature, and only require a minimum of annual 
maintenance – PLUS they are totally winter hardy too!

Each supplied as a 40-50cm tall plant, in a 2L pot 
with cane tripod support. These are simply fantastic 
value for money – order yours today!

 Masses of beautiful blooms for 6 months  
 every year – from May-October!

 The perfect plant for pots on your patio,  
 terrace or anywhere space is limited.

 Growing to just 4ft tall they are easy to  
 care for and incredibly winter hardy too!

  Bred by Chelsea Flower Show Winner  
 Raymond Evison, these are truly world
 class plants!

  Stocks are strictly limited – order today to 
avoid disappointment

It’s incredible 
but true… these 
compact beauties 
really will produce 
a torrent of bright, 
star-shapes blooms 
continuously
for 6 months – 
every year!

UP TO

30lbs
OF DELICIOUS
FRUIT EVERY

SEASON
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WINTER
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“ Blooming Brilliant! ‘Boulevard Patio Clematis’…
Compact ‘Flower-Towers’ Lasting 6 Months Each Year

Now £10.00 Off – But Only Whilst Stocks Last! ”

The stunning 
pink-fl owered 

‘Abilene’

Purple-bloomed
‘Parisienne’

 ITEM OFFER DESCRIPTION  PRICE QTY SUB TOTAL

  SPECIAL OFFER! Pair of ‘Boulevard Patio NOW
 550058 Clematis’: 1 x ‘Abilene’; 1 x ‘Parisienne’ £14.99
  JUST £7.50 Each! WAS £24.99! SAVE £10

 These SPECIAL OFFERS go perfectly with your Boulevard Patio Clematis

  Pair of Patio Standard Plaited Bay Trees NOW
 750035 60cm Tall Potted Trees  £29.99

  NEW McDermott’s Swell Gel & Feed PLUS – NOW
 100027 500g Tub  £9.99

  Join The YouGarden Club today and
 820001 SAVE 10% ON  EVERY ORDER! £10.00
  Was £20, Now £10. SAVE £10 

  Deduct 10% (10p in every £1) if you joined The YouGarden Club

 Add PP&I £6.99

 TOTAL ORDER VALUE

BONUS 1

Pair of Patio 
Standard Plaited 
Bay Trees
Dress your doorway in style 
with this perfect pair of Patio 
Standard Plaited-Stem Bay Trees! 
They look great, taste great and 
they’re winter hardy too!

60cm Tall Potted Trees

Item: 750035

JUST £29.99 for a pair

BONUS 2
McDermott’s
Swell Gell
& Feed PLUS
N:P:K balanced, with added 
nutrients for bigger, stronger 
roots, it’s the complete, 
balanced feed and water-
retaining gel for all of your 
plants. Simply add when 
planting for incredible results!

Item: 10027

JUST £9.99

Incredibly free-fl owering with bright blooms all the way along every stem – 
from ground level to the top of every plant!

60cm
TALL



This stylish decorative pot and supportive frame is specially
designed to train plants into pillars of colour on your patio. Easy
to assemble and wonderfully sturdy, this is ideal for all varieties of
climbing plants. Some great climbers to try with the innovative
Tower PotTM are our Campsis ‘Indian Summer’ and the Clematis
‘Astra Nova’ which would look fantastic and flourish into a great patio
feature. Simply guide the stems onto the Tower PotTM frame and
secure with soft twine. Total height of pot and frame: 1.3m (4’).
Each pack contains: One pot (38cm/15” dia. , 30cm/12” high)
1 Pot saucer, 2 Part lattice frame. IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

‘ ’

1 Pack

£19.99

2 Packs

£29.99
SAVE

£9.99

When ordering online please use order code TSOP509 to access our special offers

Tel: 0844 573 7414 9am-6pm 7 days a week
Maximum call charge for BT customers is 7p per minute. Calls from other networks may vary.

www.thompson-morgan.com/TSOP509
Receive a FREE £5 VOUCHER when you order online!

The best quality plants and
performance you’ll ever receive or

your money back.

100% Quality Satisfaction GuaranteePlease send to: Thompson & Morgan, Dept TSOP509, Poplar Lane, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP8 3BU.

ORDER CODE

TSOP509Email

I enclose a cheque/postal order made payable to‘Thompson & Morgan’ for £

Name

Address

Postcode

Telephone

Please turn your card over and write the last 3 numbers from the signature strip.CSV

Cardholder’s name Expiry Date /

Please debit my: Visa Mastercard Maestro

FREE 2015

Plant, Seed

and Bulb

Catalogue

Out Now!

Please send me
my free copy

(tick box)
or request online.

Occasionally we make our mailing list available to other reputable organisations. If you prefer not to be included in mailings from
other carefully selected companies please tick . By providing your email address we will be able to contact you quickly in the
event of a query with your order. You will also receive our regular email newsletter with all our latest special offers. If you do not
want to receive our email offers please tick . We DO NOT pass email addresses or telephone numbers to any third parties. Your
contract for supply of goods is with Thompson & Morgan. Full terms and conditions are available on request or on our website at
www.thompson morgan.com. Liability. Thompson & Morgan is committed to supplying high quality products to recreational
gardeners and households for personal use. In accordance with the established custom of the trade. Thompson & Morgan will in
no case be liable for more than the actual amount paid for a particular product on sale in advertisements or catalogues. Products
and delivery dates subject to availability. © 2015 Thompson & Morgan.

Climbing plants reach for 
the sky with the amazingly 

versatile Tower Pot

Create a breathtaking patio feature with these new climbing varieties
NEW Campsis
‘Indian Summer’
Vibrant orange effervescent
bell shaped blooms may look
exotic set against the lush
foliage, however the campsis
is wonderfully easy to grow
in a warm sheltered spot
in your garden. Supplied as
established plants in 1ltr pots.
From £17.99.

NEW Clematis
‘Astra Nova’
A unique clematis with the most 
extraordinary blooms etched 
in gorgeous shades of purple 
and cream. Easy to prune and 
free flowering, this is ideal to 
bring a colourful display to your 
patio from June to September. 
Supplied as potted plants.
From £14.99.

Weather resistant, lattice frame
featuring aged bronze effect

Maximum support encouraging
strong, healthy growth
Use as one tall tower or as two
separate climbing frames

WORLD E XCLUSIVE

Product Code Item Description Price Qty Total

       

        

P&P  

Grand

Total


