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Editor’s letter
As a new report exposes how sea-lice problems on Scottish salmon 

farms are increasing, Scottish Government must now act to 
protect wild fish, says Andrew Flitcroft

I
N RECENT decades the systematic 
trashing of the environment has 
mainly been confined to 
developing or third-world 
countries – in the interests of cash
and/or growth. Developed 

countries tend to have a more enlightened
attitude, ensuring that proper safeguards
are in place to limit damage to the 
environment from industrial activity.

Perhaps the most glaring exception to
benign environmental stewardship among
developed nations on this side of the North
Atlantic has been the relentless growth of
salmon farming, with the main players
being Norway, Scotland and, latterly (way
behind in tonnage terms), Ireland. Typically
the respective authorities rely on the fact
that most of the problems are beneath 
the waves and thus – to the wider public – “out of sight,
out of mind”. 

Successive Scottish administrations and 
governments have fed us a diet of platitudes and 
untruths – that the industry is “sustainable” and that it 
is “well regulated”. The Scottish Salmon Producers’
Organisation (SSPO) trumpets that we have “the most 
tightly regulated aquaculture industry in the world”. 
This is of course complete bunkum, as is the mantra 
that lice numbers on farms are “under control”. 

Salmon & Trout Conservation Scotland (S&TCS) has 
just published an extensive report, drawing on the 
available data published by the Scottish Government’s 
own Fish Health Inspectorate, the Scottish
Environment Protection Agency and
SSPO covering 2013 to 2015, into the
control of sea-lice in Scotland. This
brings into sharp focus the 
seriousness of the problem with lice
and the long overdue need for urgent
action from Government to protect
wild salmon and sea-trout populations that
are already in trouble.

The report nails the lie that sea-lice on Scottish farms
are “under control”. In fact lice problems are increasing 
with the number of regions failing to keep adult female 
lice numbers below the industry’s voluntary Code of 
Good Practice (CoGP) threshold for treatment on a clear 
upward trend. It is a damning indictment that regions 
representing almost 60 per cent of Scottish production 
were above the CoGP threshold of 0.5 adult female lice 
per fish in May 2015, at the peak of the wild smolt 
migration run.

That the industry is able to get away with such serial 
failures in controlling lice is evidence that Scottish
Government’s light touch approach to regulation is

fatally holed below the water line. It is 
simply astonishing – making a mockery 
of their “Greener Scotland” pretensions – 
that wild salmon and sea-trout have no 
statutory protection whatsoever from 
poor farming practices.

In late 2014 two Marine Harvest farms 
near Kyle of Lochalsh together reported 
unprecedented levels of sea-lice infestation 
– with fish carrying an (astounding) average 
of 41 adult female lice each. Loch Duart’s 
farms in the north-west Highlands were 
collectively above, often very significantly 
above, the industry’s CoGP threshold in no 
less than 31 out of the last 33 reported 
months (to September 2015). These are 
not isolated examples of serial failures – 
yet the companies responsible are able 

to carry on with apparent impunity.
Industry spokespersons lamely attempt to brush 

off such breaches by suggesting that there is no 
“proof” of damage to wild fish populations. And yet in 
innumerable smaller west coast rivers wild salmon 
teeter on the brink of extinction – in some cases they 
are essentially extinct. Furthermore all of the great 
west coast sea-trout loch fisheries have collapsed. 
One such is Loch Stack; but, just four miles away, Loch 
Dionard, which discharges to the almost fish-farm free 
north coast, is thriving as probably the best sea-trout 
fishery in Scotland. 

The S&TCS report makes several recommendations 
for action by Scottish Government, including replacing 
the current CoGP on sea-lice with a statutory code, 

introducing an “upper-tier” lice 
threshold above which an immediate 
cull of farmed fish is required and 
amending legislation to protect wild 
fish with inspectors given a legal duty 
to control lice on fish-farms in order 
to protect wild fish. 

The impotence of existing Scottish legislation to 
protect wild fish is in stark contrast to the situation in 
Norway where last month eight farms were ordered to 
cut production by 50 per cent for the next three years 
because of sea-lice numbers; over 20 such notifications 
were issued in 2015.

The S&TCS report is now in Minister Dr Aileen 
McLeod’s intray. She needs to act promptly if Scotland 
is to avoid international pariah status at the Special 
Session on Aquaculture (and its impact on wild fish) at 
the Annual Meeting of NASCO in June. 

A parliamentary petition, aimed at strengthening 
regulatory control to protect wild salmonids from lice 
from Scottish salmon farms, is about to be 
launched by S&TCS.

“Minister McLeod needs to 
act promptly if Scotland is 

to avoid pariah status”



This is the last month that Trout & Salmon is asking you to donate to its Save Our
Salmon campaign, although the Angling Trust will continue to accept donations and

together we will continue the fight to get more fish b r rivers

THE FIGHT 
GOES ON

I
HAVE TO admit, when
the Editor told us that the
Angling Trust had been 
selected by Trout & Salmon 
readers to lead the Save Our 
Salmon campaign, I had no 

idea what to expect in terms of 
donations. Even after seven years of 
high-profile work to protect fish and 
fishing, a mere 0.1% of regular anglers 
have joined us as individual members 
for just £25 a year. The fact that readers 
of this magazine have donated over
£16,000 in a few months is testament 
both to your passion for salmon fishing 
and the widespread concern in our
community about the state of stocks. 

Thank you again to those individuals, 
clubs and trade bodies who have 
donated money so far. To those who
haven’t, it’s not too late. For those who 
own fishing, shooting, or anything else 
they are willing to give, please consider 
donating a lot for auction at a dinner we 
are holding in London in March to help 
raise more funds to save this iconic
species and to support the charities
Fishing For Schools and Casting for
Recovery. Please simply send any 
donations to admin@anglingtrust.net 

The money raised will help pay for the
time that our campaigns team and I
will need to meet with the government
and its agencies and for the substantial
legal costs of fighting our judicial 
review of the government about its 
pathetic progress tackling the serious 
problem of agricultural pollution that 
blights our rivers.

Next year, we will start work in 
Scotland and Wales where we will be 
hiring experts to help with advocacy in 
both of these devolved administrations. 
The priority will now be to try and 
extend the innovative approach that we 
have been taking in England to the
management of predation by 
cormorants and goosanders over 
Hadrian’s Wall and Offa’s Dyke.

As I reported in the last edition, we
have made some progress with the
salmon summit in England, but there
will still be a lot of work to do in the new
year to convert the government’s fine 
words into action that really makes a 
difference in the rivers, estuaries and 
oceans where our fish spend their lives.  
The Angling Trust will be working very 
closely with the Environment Agency to 
try and build commitments to real 
action rather than plans that just sit on 
shelves gathering dust.  

We will need to keep pushing against 
the commercial lobby to try and reduce 
netting of salmon throughout the UK, if 
possible to zero. We will be publishing a 
comprehensive dossier pressing for 
reform of coastal netting regulations in 
the new year. It looks likely that the 
government will move to reduce 
targeted netting of salmon, but we also 
need to see action on salmon by-catch 
and illegal netting, often under the 
pretence of fishing for sea fish in and 
around estuaries. It is possible that the 
salmon that are killed and mortally 
injured in these nets have as big an 
impact on stocks as do the regulated 
salmon nets.

“Thank you again to 
all those individuals, 

clubs and trade 
bodies who have
donated money”

 S A V E  O U R  S A L M O N  C A M P A I G N  

SAVE OUR SALMON
CAMPAIGN UPDATE

Mark Lloyd, chief executive of the Angling 
Trust and Fish Legal, thanks all donors for 
their contribution and announces plans to 
expand the campaign against cormorants
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How to donate
Option A: Donate online at www.saveoursalmon.org
Option B: Donate by cheque – complete the form below

Name

Address

Telephone

Email

If you would like us to acknowledge your kind donation by printing
your name in Trout & Salmon please tick this box

Please write your name, below, how you would like it to appear in
Trout & Salmon

Donation amount: £

Please make cheques payable to: Angling Trust

Sendyour chequeand this coupon to:

TheAnglingTrust, EastwoodHouse, 6RainbowStreet,

Leominster, Herefordshire, HR68DQ

Terms and conditions
By completing this form, you agree that the Angling Trust will keep you up to date by
email with updates on the Save Our Salmon campaign and other news from the world
of fishing. You can unsubscribe from these communications at any time. If you would
prefer NOT to receive these communications, please tick this box Angling Trust will

only share your details with Bauer Media (publishers of Trout & Salmon magazine).
By completing this form and donating, you confirm that you would like to receive your
complimentary car sticker from Bauer Media (publisher of Trout & Salmon) via post.

Bauer Media would like to keep you up to date by email or post with fantastic offers and
promotions they think you will enjoy. If you would like to receive these communications

please tick this box Your details will be treated strictly in accordance with Bauer 
Media’s Privacy Policy, which can be found at www.bauermedia.co.uk/privacy

T&SSaveOurSalmonDonationForm

Every donor
will receive a

Save Our Salmon
car sticker

SAVE OUR
SALMON
LET’S GET MORE FISH
BACK IN OUR RIVERS

HAVEYOU
DONATED?

We are grateful to the following readers
of Trout & Salmon (many have chosen not
to have their name published), who have
given generously to the Save Our Salmon

campaign this month:

We will also have to defend anglers’ 
rights. We won’t support any more 
imposition of mandatory catch-and-
release; we first need to see the 
government and its agencies putting 
more fish back into our rivers by 
tackling the many deep-seated issues 
affecting fish stocks. They have failed to 
do this for too long, favouring instead to 
impose more regulations on us anglers, 
and we are not the cause of the problem.  

We will need to examine how the new 
conservation measures in Scotland 
work in practice and what the impact of 
them is on income to owners and the 
jobs that rely on fishing. It is a cruel 
irony that stocks on many of the rivers 
where the draconian measure of 
catch-and-release angling is to be made 
compulsory have been destroyed 
by decades of lax regulation of the 
salmon-farming industry by the 
Scottish Government.

Our fish, and our rights to fish for 
them, are under threat as never before.  
We will face opposition to our 
campaigns from lobby groups from the 
farming industry, water companies, 
bird conservation groups and the 
commercial fishing industry. If we are 
to succeed in these and other 
campaigns, I believe that it is vital for us 
to unite as anglers throughout the UK. 
Please support us however you can.
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Tony Blackburn (Teifi ), Chester Le Street 
District Angling Club, Sandy Fortune, 

Philip German-Ripon, Mr & Mrs Grewcock, 
Louis Sauvadet
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Wish you were here?
River Severn, Llanidloes, Wales

In its upper reaches the River Severn is excellent fly water with relatively easy 
wading. There is a mix of deep, dark pools and fast, clear runs. Fishing on the stretch 

below the town of Llanidloes is controlled by the Llanidloes and District Angling 
Association. In the depths of winter modern Czech nymphing techniques can 

produce good catches of grayling with fish up to 3 lb.
Prices: Season permit, £10. Day permit, £5. 

Booking: For permit and beat information visit www.clywedogtroutfishing.co.uk  
or telephone Russ Owen, Fishery Manager, 07771 735 467.
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Where to catch 
a 50-pounder

If you want to land an enormous salmon 
this season, Norway’s River Reisa is the 

place to go, says Matt Harris

P H O T O G R A P H Y:  M AT T  H A R R I S
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O YOU WANT to fish the Alta?
Who doesn’t? Most avid salmon anglers 

know of the fabled Norwegian river that 
carves its way through an impossibly 
spectacular canyon high in the Arctic circle 
and whose fish are the stuff of salmon-
fishing fantasy: titanic silver beasts of a size 
unrivalled by any other river on earth.

Let’s face it: most of us will never get to 
fish this river of dreams – regular Alta rods 
include shipping magnates, 
stratospherically successful hedge-fund 
managers and assorted members of the 
English and Norwegian nobility, notably 

the King of Norway himself. In short, it is the 
playground of the super-rich and the ultra-privileged 
and is almost absurdly exclusive. 

Don’t despair. 
Fortunately, Norway’s Finnmark region has a 

second, lesser-known gem up its sleeve. West of the 
Alta, another river tumbles its way down to the icy 
waters of the Arctic Ocean. That river is the Alta’s little 
sister: the Reisa. Its valley, while lacking the Alta’s 
spectacular grandeur, is every bit as beautiful, and 
the rugged, sheer-sided canyon at its head is an 
enchanted, magical place. Vast granite ramparts 
tower over the fledgling upper river as it rushes down 
out of the mountains, while the middle reaches are 
bordered by countless fairy-tale waterfalls, each of 
them wreathed in spray and shot through with 
rainbows. Wild flowers garland the forest floor, and
the silver birch are thick with the lush emerald green
of the Arctic summer. Golden eagles and buzzards 
soar high above the vast massifs, and moose lope 
casually through the trees that line the river.

The Reisa valley is a beguiling place, but its 
attractions reach beyond its stunning scenery and

S
wildlife: the river’s powerful currents and the 
formidable white water of its canyon have forged a 
race of brutishly strong, shovel-tailed salmon that are 
powerful, broad-shouldered and occasionally big 
enough to make even the guides over the hill on the 
Alta grudgingly sit up and take notice.

Be in no doubt: the Reisa is capable of producing 
real monsters, and she does so every year. The locals 
catch some spectacular fish: my excellent Reisa 
guides Morten Berglund and Trond Isaakson have 
managed fish of 54 lb and 50 lb respectively in recent 
years, and another friend, talented young local 
angler, Truls Bergmo has pulled out fish of 52 lb, 44 lb 
and 44 lb in the last few seasons. The big fish don’t 
just surrender themselves to the locals: my great pal, 
Jens Olav Flekke caught a 51 lb fish four years ago, 
and another great great mate and legendary spey-
caster Scottie MacKenzie has caught some belters 
from the Reisa. Scott seems somehow to up his 
personal best salmon from the river every year, and 
last season was no exception. He topped his previous 
best of 31 lb from the river with a fabulous 38 lb 
salmon in June, 2015.

I’ve been fishing the Reisa for three seasons, and 
I’ve had some fantastic sport on this beautiful little 

The Reisa’s sheer-sided canyon often holds salmon, and there are ways to climb in for the adventurous angler.

Matt Harris is 
a professional 
photographer 

whose  
fly-fishing 

images from all 
over the world 

have won 
numerous 
awards. Heading upstream in one of Reisastua’s Nordic canoes.



pearl of a river. While I’m still waiting for that elusive 
50-pounder, I’ve caught a good number of stunning 
silver beauties that on most of our home waters would
represent the fish of a lifetime. After a period of over-
fishing in the recent past, the Reisa can once again
boast a good run of salmon. Once the fish arrive in 
numbers, I head for the river with a genuine sense of
expectation rather than the stubborn and often 
baseless hope that characterises my visits to many
other salmon rivers. Knowing the possibilities, I fish
hard. The Reisa really does reward tenacious and 
patient fishing, and her magnificent, deep-bodied 
fish are worth every last ounce of your effort.

That said, don’t expect to come here and pull out 
fish one after another. The water is as clear as gin, 
and the relatively shallow pools mean that you need
to fish with the utmost guile and cunning. The fish,
even when fresh, are as neurotic and skittish as any
salmon I have ever encountered, and they really take
some catching. Fish quietly and subtly, and wait until 
that brassy midsummer sun is hidden by cloud or 
falling behind one of the valley’s vast crags before you 
work your fly gently through the likely taking spots.

By all means pack your skagit lines and heavy 
tungsten tips, but reserve them for times when the 
water is high and heavy. Most of the time, a leader of 
15 ft and more, attached to an appropriate sink-tip 
and a floating shooting head will give you the edge. 
Cast with the minimum of fuss, using quiet “splash 
and go” casts like the snake roll and single spey, and 
keep wading to a minimum. Fish with all the finesse 
you can muster. Flies should be subtle, featuring the 
barest dash of flash and colour, except in the heaviest 
waters of the early season. Small Templedogs and 
Sunrays in a sparse palate of black and silver, black 
and blue or black and green are reliable, and the 
Green Highlander works well when the sun is out, but 

to make my offering stand out from the local
favourites, I increasingly favour Jon Inge Agusstson’s
elegant interpretation of the Frances on a tiny 1/4 in 
tungsten tube. The Red Frances has caught me some 
lovely fish on the Reisa, but the Black Frances is my 
favourite. This fly is often overlooked in favour of its 
more celebrated cousin, but something about this 
more subtle-looking pattern seems to enrage the 
salmon of the Reisa, and the takes it induces are often 
arm-wrenchingly and thrillingly violent.

The Reisa’s fishing hours seem to change from year 
to year, but are currently fixed from midday to 
midnight. While this, frustratingly, prevents anglers 
from fishing through the twilight hours of the Arctic 
Circle’s 24-hour daylight, a period much-favoured on
the Alta, the regulations at least serve to give the
salmon some respite. My preference is to check the
forecast and plan my day accordingly. An overcast day
will see me fishing hard from midday on, but bright
sunshine will make for a more leisurely start, in

“The Reisa really does reward tenacious 
fishing, and her magnificent fish are 

worth every last ounce of your effort”

A B OV E
Mollisfossen 
is the most 
spectacular  
of the many 
waterfalls in the 
Reisa Valley.

BE L OW 
Evenings on  
the Reisa are 
often the most 
productive time 
for the fly.
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order to keep my powder dry for the evening fishing, 
when the sun should be off the water. Fortunately, due 
to the vast sheer-sided mountains that buttress the
Reisa’s beautiful valley, many of the river’s classic 
pools are cast into deep blue shadow from mid-
afternoon. If the weather is sunny and the water is
low, these particularly well-shaded pools offer you 
your best chance of a fish. 

The Reisa is rarely rendered unfishable by rain, but
a thunderstorm in the headwaters will lift the river
and that first hour of the rise can often bring a fish or
two. As the water takes on a tinge of colour and the
cool rainwater enlivens the river, the fish will often
come on the take, and now is a time to fish hard.

A big spate can be a godsend, even – and perhaps
especially – if you have tramped into the stunningly
beautiful upper river. The pool directly below the 
canyon at the very head of the river, normally a 
sluggish and unappealing piece of water, comes 
gurgling into life. The violent white water that comes
bursting through the narrows above seems to both
push the fish out of the canyon and also prevent new
arrivals from travelling further upstream. The pool
often fills with good numbers as a result. As the river
starts to fall and clear, the fish often seem to become
uncharacteristically bold, and now is the moment to
do away with subtlety and offer them something 
correspondingly aggressive. A big German Snaelda
jigged provocatively wreaked havoc in this pool for
me and my fishing partner last season, in exactly 
these circumstances.

At other times, when the water drops to its  
almost impossibly clear summer norm, the fish  
stack up in the pools, and this is when stealth is 
especially called for. 

Be creative: so-called “minor” tactics can often 
move a fish or two. I’ve caught some lovely salmon 
using a huge – and sometimes not-so-huge – riffle-
hitched Sunray skated across the glassy pool tails; 
and in pools too slow or awkward to swing a wet-fly

I have raised and hooked some great fish (including 
some big sea-trout) using dry-flies both skated  
and dead-drifted.

Reisa fish are spectacular and powerful fighters, 
and will often run out of the pool, so make sure you 
use stout and reliable tackle, and be prepared to 
clamber into the boat in a hurry if needs be. For 
tippet, I favour Seaguar 35 lb fluoro for sunk flies and 
Stroft 21 kg Copolymer for riffle-hitching and dry-
flies, and I like to use them both in conjunction with 
long, tapered leaders unless the water is especially 
high and powerful. Ken Sawada or Loop tube doubles 
are excellent when tackling fish that can range up to 
and beyond the 50 lb mark: I always release these 
precious fish, and doubles are much kinder to the fish 
than traditional trebles. I also like to use large singles 

“A big German Snaelda 
jigged provocatively 

wreaked havoc”

Matt Harris shows off a stunning big Reisa salmon.
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when using large Sunray Shadows, as the long wing
seems less prone to tangling than when fishing with 
doubles or especially trebles. I have yet to lose a fish 
when employing a large single in this fashion.

There is nowhere better to stay on the Reisa than at 
Roar Olsen’s excellent and intimate Reisastua Lodge, 
which overlooks a lovely pool on the middle river.

Roar has been fishing the Reisa for many years, 
and he knows its pools extremely well, having caught 
fish to 38 lb from the river. As an avid fisherman, 
Roar has designed his lodge with the fisherman in 
mind, with an excellent wader drying room and an 
extensive range of excellent tackle for hire, including 
MacKenzie rods and lines and Hatch reels.

Reisastua is a home from home with a relaxed and 
easy-going ambience. The main lounge overlooks the 
river, and is the perfect place in which to relax with a 
dram or two after long hours wading in the cold 
Arctic waters. The food is unpretentious but delicious, 
and is served up in hearty, rib-sticking portions, 
while the newly built bedrooms are roomy and 
luxuriously comfortable.

Roar’s excellent roster of guides will tran
you up and down the river in traditional Nor ic
canoes, and they all know the river extremely well.
Crucially, Roar organises private fishing on a
number of the Reisa’s very best holding pools by
liaising with the local farmers on the lower and
middle river, and this exclusivity hugely increases
your chances of a big fish.

As well as the excellent private fishing on the
best stretches close to the lodge, there is also great
fishing on the upper river if you are willing to do
a little walking and perhaps some camping out.
I have caught some really beautiful fish from way
upriver, and I am always the first to put up my  
hand if Roar’s guides are thinking of heading  
for an upstream adventure.

Be clear: the Reisa is NOT the Alta – the river 
receives more fishing pressure than her mighty 
sister, and on the Reisa, you can normally count the 
50-pounders caught each year on one hand rather 
than the two, three or four that you might need on  
the Alta. That said, the river is every bit as beautiful, 
and unlike her neighbour, she is realistically 
accessible and relatively affordable. 

While there are other rivers – notably in Russia – 
that will offer you more regular action, few, if any 
waters apart from the Alta, can give you such a 
genuine chance of catching a real monster –  
a fish of 40 lb and up.

If you really want the chance to tangle with a 
monstrous Atlantic salmon, and you aren’t expecting 
to get an invitation to fish the Alta from your big pal, 
the King of Norway, any time soon, take my advice: 
give the Reisa some serious thought.   

Reisa fish can be caught in midday sunshine, 
as this beautiful hen proves.

Clear waters:  
a gem of a  

pool on the  
upper river.

NORWAY
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FISHING IN 
NEVERLAND

Jon Beer explains how casting a fly brought solace to 
the boy who inspired Peter Pan

P H O T O G R A P H Y:  J O N  B E E R

The Llewelyn Davies boys are introduced to trouting with a worm in Glen Lyon, 1906. Michael is just visible on the river in the background.



T
HIS IS a story for the dark days of 
winter. So do whatever you must, slide 
the bolt on the door, fold down the 
seat. In the words of Daphne 
Oxenford, “Are you sitting 
comfortably? Then I’ll begin.”

It began for me a couple of years ago with a phone
call from Piers Dudgeon, author of several 
biographies of literary luminaries from Daphne du
Maurier to Maeve Binchy. He was preparing his latest
book on the life of Michael Llewelyn Davies, the child
who had inspired – and, in some sense, created – the
character and story of Peter Pan. In 1911, amid tragic
circumstances and early adolescence (a potent 
cocktail), the young Michael and his brothers had
been introduced to fly-fishing at Scourie in the north-
west of Scotland. Some time ago I’d written a piece on
the institution of Boardmaster at Scourie Hotel 
(T&S May 2009). It included a sepia photograph of an
ancient Scourie gillie. Did I have any other 
photographs of Scourie of a similar vintage? Alas, no,
– but I knew a bloke who did – and so we got to talking
of Michael and J.M. Barrie, author of Peter Pan, and
the places they had fished together. I’d fished quite a
few myself. I was intrigued by the coincidence and
Piers kindly said he would send me a copy when the
book was published.

And he did. Last April I found a chunky package on 
the front step. The Real Peter Pan – The Tragic Life Of 
Michael Llewelyn Davies had arrived. I opened it that 
evening and was instantly fascinated. I hardly put it 
down the next day until I reached the
end – wiser, certainly, and a whole lot
sadder. It was an extraordinary web
of tragedy and salvation, of love and
generosity, of devious manipulation,
dependence and a strong whiff of
something more sinister and a lot
less savoury. Through this tangle
runs a boy’s solace in fly-fishing and in the wild
waters he fishes.

Piers Dudgeon’s story of the real Peter Pan unfolds
among the literati of Edwardian high society. But it 
begins a generation earlier with the Victorians’ 
fascination with spiritualism and hypnotism. But 
we’ll begin with some fishing.

In the school holidays, James Matthew Barrie 
walked and fished for trout in the hills around his 
school in Dumfries. In 1876, aged 16, he recorded 
these fishing expeditions in a notebook, listing 
Distance Gone Over, Catch, Name of Stream and 
Name of Companions. At the end of his holidays he 
noted, “Fished 12 times. Caught average of 2 doz & 
6 in all 30 doz. Walked 18 times. Average of 13 11/18 in 
all 245 miles” and signed his name. The next year he 
walked and fished fewer times but averaged the 
same. Clearly he knew the way of a trout with a worm.

But J.M. Barrie had ambitions to write. With a 
degree in literature from Edinburgh University he 
worked on the Nottingham Journal, writing under the 
pseudonym of Hippomenes at three guineas a week. 
In 1884 he returned home to Scotland but submitted 
stories, based on his mother’s tales of life in 
Kirriemuir, to St James’s Gazette, a London newspaper. 
With their success he expanded these stories into 
novels and moved into the literary life of London. A 

decade later he had made it. Barrie and his new wife, 
Mary, moved into their new home at 133 Gloucester 
Road. From here it was a short stroll to Kensington 
Gardens where, on most afternoons, he would walk 
among the gaggle of children and nannies of 
fashionable London. Barrie was inordinately fond of 
young children. And they, it seemed, loved him, 
entranced by his fairy stories, conjuring tricks and 
waggling eyebrows. Nannies were only too happy to 
leave their children with this entertaining little man. 
But not every nanny.

In 1897 the Llewelyn Davies family moved to 
Kensington Park Gardens and Nanny Hodgson 
brought the three young boys, George, Jack and Peter, 
to Kensington Gardens. Barrie was soon a favourite 
with the boys – and they with him. Day after day he 
spun tales of the Gardens’ fairies and flowers and 
they were spellbound. Nanny was not so keen on “this 
strange little man”. At a New Year’s Eve dinner, Barrie 
found himself next to “the most beautiful creature he 
had ever seen”. She was Sylvia Llewelyn Davies, the 
boys’ mother. The families had met. Before long they 
became inseparable: Mary befriending Sylvia while 
Barrie romped with the boys upstairs in the nursery. 

Barrie’s relationship with Sylvia and her boys – 
another two would be born in the new century – is too 
complex, ambiguous and downright disturbing for 
the pages of a fishing magazine. We are sensitive 
souls. I urge you to read Piers Dudgeon’s riveting 
account: I’ll stick to the fishing. Barrie went to 
extraordinary lengths to draw the Llewelyn Davies 

family to him and insinuate himself 
into their lives. 

He needed them. Peter Pan, his 
greatest creation, had first emerged in 
1904 from the games of fantasy he 
played with the boys. But the original 
play, though a success, was a work in 
progress with little of the Neverland, 

its island and Indians, of the finished story. The older 
Llewelyn boys were now in school and turning away 
from fairies and fantasy. In 1905, at his cottage in 
Surrey, Barrie turned to Michael to re-enter the 
child’s world and create Neverland with him.

Uncle Jim became the best uncle in the world, 
turning up with gifts and games and adventurous 
plans. He was now immensely rich, an attractive 
quality in an uncle. Arthur, the boys’ father, tried to 
wean them away, moving the family out of London to 
Berkhamsted. It did little good: Barrie visited almost 
every week. And then tragedy drew him closer still. 
Within a year Arthur was disfigured and dying with 
cancer of the jaw. Uncle Jim stepped in. In September 
1906 he rented the laird’s house in Glen Lyon, taking 
the Llewelyn Davies family for a prolonged holiday in 
the Scottish Highlands.

Glen Lyon was a grand place for the sort of 
adventures the boys could only imagine in 
Kensington Gardens. Mountains to climb and rivers 
to wade. And Uncle Jim was a dab hand with a trout 
and a worm. Fishing became a blessed escape for the 
boys – and Sylvia – from the horrors of a dying father. 
The older boys fished the burns while six-year-old 
Michael fished sitting astride Barrie’s shoulders 
as he waded the stream. And Arthur looked on: 
he would be dead within six months. 

“Uncle Jim became the best 
uncle in the world, turning 
up with gifts and games”

Jon Beer is the 
president of the 

Wild Trout 
Trust. He fishes 

all over the 
world and is 

author of three 
books, Gone 
Fishing, The 
Trout and I, 

and 
Not All 

Beer and 
Bezencenet.
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“All the boys became good 
fly-fishers but Michael  

was exceptional”

The following year Barrie leased Dhivach Lodge, 
above Loch Ness, for three months. A fascinating 
parade of the great and good visited through that 
damp summer but the boys spent their time “fishing 
madly with worms most of the time in every burn 
within walking distance.” Michael had a rod of  
his own now and dressed the part in glengarry 
bonnet, thigh waders and a trout creel slung  
from his shoulder. 

At seven Michael was becoming a passionate 
fisherman – despite an unnatural terror of water, the 
legacy of the traumatic episode, two years earlier at 
Barrie’s cottage in Surrey, when he 
and Uncle Jim had conjured 
(enacted?) the story of Peter Pan’s 
near-death by drowning. His 
brothers were all fine swimmers but 
Michael, despite great efforts to 
overcome his fear, was never able to 
swim more than 20 yards. In a 
personal inventory of likes and dislikes the following 
year he recorded that fishing was his favourite 
amusement. His greatest misery was “Nightmares”. 

The next two years were a mess. Barrie learned 
what everyone else knew, that his wife was having  
an affair with Gilbert Cannan, a close friend of  
Barrie. He was advised to see a little less of  
Sylvia during the divorce proceeding but he 
remained in the background, now her financial 
mainstay. And then Sylvia herself fell ill.

No-one seemed to know the cause or the prognosis 

but it was clear, when Barrie drove Sylvia and her 
nurse down to the house he had rented for the 
summer, that Sylvia was very ill. Ashton Farm sits in 
the wilds of Exmoor above the East Lyn River. When 
the boys came down for the school holidays they 
would spend their days walking the moors with 
Barrie or fishing the East Lyn and Badgworthy Water, 
which joins near Ashton Farm. This is the setting for 
Lorna Doone where the hero, John Ridd, stumbles on 
the lair of the Doones while catching fish to nourish 
an ailing mother. The boys were doing something 
similar in that summer of 1910, but to no avail:  

Sylvia died there at the end of August.
During her last days, Sylvia had 

penned an informal will, asking that 
Nanny Hodgson and Jenny (her 
sister) would together look after the 
boys. In transcribing this will for 
Sylvia’s mother, Barrie substituted 
the word “Jimmy” for “Jenny” hoping 

thereby to legitimise his annexing of the Llewelyn 
Davies boys. The day after the funeral he took George 
and Peter to G. Little and Co. and bought 8 ft fly-rods, 
fine casts and flies for the boys. From then on fly-
fishing became the focus of every holiday and a 
significant part of Michael’s life. In fishing  
he could withdraw to another world. But back in 
London, Uncle Jimmy moved into the Llewelyn 
Davies’ home at 23 Campden Hill Square.  
Here Michael was taught to cast a fly on the  
lawn by a local expert. But he would learn to  
fish the fly in Scourie.

In July 1911 Barrie wrote to a friend “We are going 
for seven weeks or so beginning of August to Scourie 
in the west of Sutherland. 630 miles rail, then a drive 
44 miles… Nothing to do but fish, which however is 
what they want.” Scourie, then as now, was famous for 
its hill loch fishing. Barrie fished with a worm. For 
the fly, Michael and the boys were entrusted to a local 
gillie, John Mackay. All the boys became good fly-
fishermen but Michael was exceptional. Within a day 
or so he had caught his first sea-trout. Barrie wrote to 
Lady Lewis, “The fishing is extraordinary good, and 
Michael does fare better than almost any of the bags 
we see recorded in the papers….” Michael, a boy born 
and bred in the city, had found his métier among the 
lochs and wild waters of the highlands. In fishing he 
could find some sort of peace after the loss of his 
mother. He was just 11.

If Scourie was a long way, North Harris in the Outer 
Hebrides was longer. Michael couldn’t wait to be 
fishing again “…and though it was a journey of some 
days he wore his fishing basket on his back all the 
time, so as to be able to begin at once. His one pain 
was the absence of Johnny Mackay…” Barrie recorded 
in a letter. But Uncle Jim, ever the consummate 
conjurer, had prepared a surprise – John Mackay was 
waiting for them on the jetty. And if Scourie was wild, 
the country round Amhuinnsuidhe Castle was 
wilder. Every day through the long summer holidays, 
Michael and John Mackay would disappear into the 
mist, riding miles into rough country on ponies and 
coming back, after anxious hours for Barrie, with  
sea-trout and salmon.

There was plenty of salmon the following year on 
the River Garry at Killiekrankie where Barrie had 

BE L OW, T OP 
Amhuinnsuidhe 
Castle where 
Michael fished 
with gillie  
John Mackay.

BE L OW, 
B O T T OM  
Badgworthy 
Water, Exmoor, 
where the boys 
fished in 1910.
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A B OV E Michael at Eton, aged 17.

L E F T Michael fishing a burn at 
Dhivach Lodge, 1907. With his own 
rod and all the gear.

B O T T OM L E F T J.M. Barrie and 
Michael before starting the long 
journey to Amhuinnsuidhe in 1912.

BE L OW Barrie and Michael, aged 
five, in the garden of Black Lake 
Cottage. Michael’s fear of water 
and recurrent nightmares began 
following this holiday.
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rented the home of Marie Corelli, a renowned writer 
and spiritualist. Fishing had become the young 
Michael’s escape from the turmoil and tragedy he 
had suffered. But there was more to come. 

In July 1914 Barrie took Auch Lodge with its fishing
on the Orchy. George, Peter and Michael fished for 
salmon while Nico took to riding a pony. But the 
Edwardian idyll was over. On August 4, war was 
declared: the news reached Auch the following day
and Barrie, George and Peter left for London where
the boys joined the Special Reserve – Jack was already
in the navy. Michael and Nico stayed at Auch and
enjoyed the fishing for a little longer.

It was a very different fishing party that arrived at
the Tomdoun Hotel in Glen Garry the following 
summer. Jack and Peter were at war; George had been
killed near Ypres in March. There was splendid
salmon fishing on the River Garry in front of the hotel
but they found time to revisit Dhivach Lodge where
they had stayed on their last holiday with Sylvia
and all the boys just eight years before. They found

their carved initials and they fished the burn once 
more: “I have caught five trout here,” wrote Nico  
to Nanny Hodgson, “and Michael 15. But then  
Michael – !!” Michael, now just 15, had become a 
legendary fisherman.

The fishing part of Michael’s story is nearly done. 
There were other fishing holidays in the years that 
followed but Eton and other pursuits and passions 
entered his life. And always there was the brooding, 
cloying presence of J.M. Barrie and the mischievous, 
malevolent spirit of their creation – Peter Pan. 

In 1889, as they neared Oxford in Three Men  
in a Boat, Jerome observed that “The pool under 
Sandford lasher, just behind the lock, is a very 
good place to drown yourself in. The undercurrent  
is terribly strong, and if you once get down  
into it you are all right.” 

On May 19, 1921, Michael Llewelyn Davies, the  
boy with an unnatural fear of water, and his close 
friend, Rupert Buxton, drowned in the pool below 
Sandford lasher.   

 The Real 

Peter Pan,  
by Piers 

Dudgeon, is 
published by 
The Robson 
Press, £20.

BE L OW 
A report of 
Michael’s 
drowning. 
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Trout off the 
beaten track

Paul Procter enjoys superb day-ticket sport 
on Yorkshire’s secluded River Cover

I
N THE HISTORY of angling in the Dales, 
much has been written about the mighty 
Wharfe, Ure, Swale and Nidd, rivers that 
have spawned many North Country flies 
and wet-fly techniques. Then there’s the 
Aire, the Costa Beck, the Derwent and 

Driffield Beck, trout and grayling waters with big 
reputations. Yet among these stellar names, a 
network of smaller rivers criss-crosses Yorkshire 
that can more than hold their own.

The Cover is a tributary of the Ure and the locals 
rate it highly . Day-tickets are available from The 
Cover Bridge Inn at East Witton, a lovely pub that was 
once a headquarters of all things piscatorial and is 

home to some fascinating fishing diaries that date 
from 1881 – regular readers of Trout & Salmon will 
remember Jon Beer delving into them a few years 
ago. The current owner Nick Harrington has been in 
residence for 19 years and, over a cuppa, he and I 
thumbed through the sepia pages. As a trout 
fisherman, it was enthralling to read not only the 
records of notable fish, but also the fly patterns that 
our forefathers cared to fish. Fly life, too, was well 
documented with iron blue duns appearing 
regularly throughout spring, as well as a larger 
upwinged fly labelled “Light Olive”, which I’m 
guessing was an olive upright as they often 
emerge alongside iron blues. 

P H O T O G R A P H Y:  J O N A T H A N  T O M L I N S O N

Paul’s snail-like 
approach pays off.
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Several gills that rise deep in Yorkshire’s  
deciduous woodland converge at Hazel Bank to  
give birth to the Cover. From here a sprightly finger of
water pokes its way north-east through ancient 
limestone. Many more becks, tumbling through 
tangles of undergrowth, contribute to the river’s 
character as it edges towards the Ure, only a short 
distance upstream of Middleham.

In common with other Dales streams, a curious 
beery tannin stains the Cover. The colouring becomes
more evident following rain when trout and grayling
tend to relax their guard and move to more open 
water for food. Anglers who tread carefully are  
then able to approach closer and remain  
undetected, which makes for exhilarating  
sport with many fish hooked under the rod tip.

However, given the Cover’s relatively small 
catchment, the coloured flood runs off quickly, 
resulting in sparkling clear pools whose finned 
inhabitants are somewhat edgy. Now you must slip
through the water like a ghost. Lightweight outfits 

and gossamer-thin tippets offer some advantage, but
you still need to step about quietly for the fish to
remain oblivious to your presence.

I thought it shrewd to potter about at a snail’s pace 
beneath the trees, while scanning for signs of fish. 
Unfortunately there was little in the way of fly life and 
ten minutes of gazing at the first decent-looking dub 
proved fruitless. On more familiar water I might have 
hurried to the next pool, but this prime water 
warranted closer inspection with a brace of  
weighted nymphs.

When I start fishing I am fresh and in high spirits, 
at my most focused. I was too tense that day, with an 
overly tight grip on the rod handle and eyes that 
remained glued to the fly-line’s tip for any movement 
that might indicate a fish’s interest. After 15 minutes 
I relaxed a little and my gaze began flitting upstream 

to the next likely honeypot and that’s when it
happened – an arm-wrenching pull.  

Whatever had grabbed hold had felt tension, 
spitting out my fly before I could lift. I gave myself a 
telling off: concentrate harder next time! Seeing only 
the tip of your fly-line hesitate for a nanosecond 
before the definite jolt of a take pulses down the rod 
gives you a vital headstart – it’s a prompt to lift the rod 
and drive the hook home before the fish has time to 
suspect anything.

The long streamy length of water between me and 
the next pool was too inviting to walk past. It was 
shallow, but blessed with undercut banks and alder 
roots. Any trout living there had plenty of boltholes if 
danger threatened. It was also well oxygenated and 
was clearly going to be crammed with all kinds of 
aquatic goodies that trout pounce upon.

Paul Procter is 
a vice-president 

of the Wild 
Trout Trust, an 
AAPGAI master 

instructor, 
guide and 
renowned  

fly-tyer.

“In sparkling clear pools 
you must slip through the

water like a ghost”

BE L OW
It’s a small  
river but home 
to a fine stamp 
of fish.

The lower Cover  
is wider and it’s 
therefore easier to 
use a longer rod  
for high-sticking.



Paul covers 
a narrow run 
on the quiet 
upper river.



        

I set out my stall like a treasure hunter who grids  
a patch of ground, and made a meticulous sweep of 
the pool. This time my eyes remained fixed on the 
business end. In fact, I focused so hard that I started 
to imagine takes. I found myself lifting into fresh air, 
only to be left wondering what caused my reaction.  
No bad thing: I’ve always thought that, if in doubt, 
whip back the rod and ask questions later.   

Despite my best efforts, not a fin stirred, which  
is when doubt crept into the day. I felt sure that 
nothing was out of place with my flies as they had 
been carefully selected to match the bugs I had  
found earlier when checking under stones. I was  
also confident that they were fishing deeply enough 
as countless times I’d detected them ticking along  
the bottom – in fact, the stones had already  
claimed three of my nymphs.

There were lean pickings at the next pool, too.  
It was nearly lunchtime and my net had remained 
worryingly dry. I sat on a stump to decide my next 
move and spotted a blipping rise tight to the bank. 
Several minutes of willing the fish to show again 
passed without incident. With “oncers” like this an 
outsized Klinkhamer has always done me proud  
but I hedged my bets by trailing a bead-head 
Pheasant-tail nymph some 2 ft behind it, attached 
New-Zealand dropper style.

On its first pass over the spot the Klinkhamer 
slipped from sight. A firm set and – finally – I felt a 
sensation of solid resistance as the rod hooped over.

While that heavy thump-thump suggested a grayling,
the fish kept me in suspense for a few more moments
before its contorting flanks revealed a flickering
gunmetal hue. Confirmation came seconds later as
a crimson sail-like dorsal fin sliced through the
surface film. It was a typical grayling: tenacious to
the end, kicking and twisting on the surface. Many
grayling are lost near the bank, so care was
needed as I guided it to the net.

The next cast produced another broad-backed
grayling, followed by two smaller fish. This
15 minutes of fireworks had restored my confidence
and now a niggling thought needed putting to bed.
I retraced my steps to the first pool.

Undoubtedly trout and grayling had been there all
along but they had kept their heads down when little
fly life had stirred. However, with upwinged nymphs
of one kind and another ascending to hatch these fish
had moved to feeding lies and proved willing takers.
This episode reinforced my suspicion that fish rarely
respond when they’re not already feeding. It
illustrates the importance of fishing hard over short
periods and preferably during any insect activity.

A characteristic of the Cover is the sensation of
seclusion, which becomes more apparent the further
upstream you go. As it gently laps through limestone
troughs beside sphagnum moss several inches deep,

“It was a typical grayling: 
tenacious to the end,  
kicking and twisting  

on the surface”

One on a  
weighted  

nymph.
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parts of the Cover appear more like the Amazon
rainforest than a northern spate river. Ferns sprout
out of every rocky crevice. The tree canopy spans
from bank to bank and in many parts the sunlight
fails to penetrate the deepest dubs. Once you leave the
public footpath, your only company will be birdsong
and the murmur of tumbling water.

But it is here that you will find some thumping 
grayling. On more than one occasion I stumbled 
across good-sized fish that, for reasons best known  
to themselves, loitered on pool tails, very much where 
I would expect to find trout. Perhaps it had something 
to do with them being left undisturbed – there were 
few signs of other fishermen having passed that way.

Strangely, the grayling rarely picked off the duns 
that drifted over their heads. Sometimes, bushy 
traditional patterns, such as a Red Tag or a Sturdy’s 
Fancy, will catch the eye of a fickle grayling. That  
day it was as if the fish were nailed to the bottom.  
A brace of weighted nymphs pitched upstream  
and allowed to flutter through the more idle  
flows were their undoing.

Thankfully, the Cover’s trout seemed far less  
snooty and were, on the whole, willing takers. They 
tended to lie in wait where the flows quickened,  
while some of the better fish came from seemingly 
unproductive places that might easily have been 
overlooked in favour of deeper, more promising 
pools. More than once, a solid fish surprised me by 
grabbing hold in scrappy-looking water. You know  
the kind of spots: places that separate named pools 
and where a peppering of boulders disrupts flows  
so that no definite current lane is apparent.

Here, in the chaos, a single nymph can be 
worthwhile, but with upwings hatching and some 
obvious rises, a dry-fly seemed fitting. A size 14 CDC
dun on a short line tempted the first brace of trout, 
although despite my best efforts I couldn’t locate  
its dusky wing in those chaotic currents, especially 
with the towering trees casting dark shadows.  

I snatched at a couple of rises in the hope that it 
might be my fly that the fish had latched on to, but 
then I switched to a size 14 Paradun with a 

fluorescent yellow wing, which stood out like a
lighthouse. Now, I could not only determine when the 
fly was robbed of its natural drift, but more 
importantly, when a fish had taken hold. Two hours of 
magic followed as I indulged myself among trout that 
were walloping emerging flies at the surface.

My idea had been to investigate as much water as 
possible and with little sport in those initial hours I 
thought I would reach the upper limit in no time at 
all. However, with the flurries of fly, the fish had gone 
bananas. It seemed every available nook and cranny 
was occupied with a nebbing trout. After lunch, a 
mere half a mile of water was explored – a testament 
to the rich life of this unassuming beck.  

A B OV E
This good
brownie took  
a Paradun. 
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The happy days ahead
 

As winter eases its grip, Laurence Catlow dreams of the new
trout season and his favourite haunts and hatches

I
T HAPPENS in January and it happens 
almost every year; almost always it happens 
at the end of a shooting day, as we walk down 
my fields talking of the day and of the season 
that is now almost over. Perhaps I hear a 
mistle-thrush shouting from the top of a tall 

tree; then I seem to recognise some slight difference 
in the light, just a hint of the spring shimmer; I may 
decide that I am deceiving myself, that the light of a 
sunny late afternoon in January is no different from 
the light that shone at the same time a month earlier, 
until I remember that at the same time a month 
earlier the light had already turned into darkness. 
“Yes,” I think, “even in January, with the mistle-
thrush at the top of the tall ash and the longer light 
and some quality of it that is not quite of winter, even 
in January there are intimations of spring.” And of 
course spring for me, whatever else it means, above 
all means trout and the beginning of half a year’s 

happy surrender to the strong enchantments of 
running water and to the bewitching way of a trout 
with a fly. And so that same evening, with the birds 
hung and the dogs fed and dinner prepared, I will 
pour out a glass of sherry, sit down by the fire and give 
myself over to dreams of trout.

Something like that happened this year. It was at 
the end of a January day’s shooting; the mistle-thrush 
was up there in the old ash; there was a subtle 
promise in the light, which was still with us at almost 
five. I was walking down the fields with my friends 
when, out of nowhere, there came a sudden and 
intense longing to be holding a fishing rod in my 
hand rather than a gun. And so it was that at half past 
seven I did what I usually do; I poured myself a glass 
of sherry and sat down by the fire and then, forgetting 
about pheasants, I looked ahead.

I looked ahead to the coming trout season and 
made a wish for each month that belonged to it, 

Looking forward to the bright days of April when a hatch of olives may trigger the first prolonged rise.

Laurence 
Catlow is a 

retired 
schoolmaster, 
author of four 

books on 
fishing and 

shooting and a 
lifelong angler, 
mainly on the 
Wharfe and 

Eden.
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although my first wish was different; for
wish was simply that I should catch tr
abundance and that catching them
much and more to me as ever before. I
day on the Foston Beck last September, a
that had brought me my second trout only w
last cast of the afternoon. The brace, by the way
very important to me; one trout is one too few,
whereas a brace is a basket. Anyway, I remembered
sitting by the water among a few late monkey flowers,
sitting there with the brace at last in the bag and
feeling intensely, unequivocally happy and at the
same time wondering how it was that catching two
trout could so profoundly affect a man of 65, a man
who had already caught several thousand trout before
catching those two more. I remembered this incident
and hoped that, in the season ahead, catching trout
would still possess this transformative power over
my old fisher’s heart.

There now came another wish that had nothing to
do with the time of year, for I wished that I should get
a little better at catching trout and also get much

better at putting them back. I grew up as a fisher in
the days when, as long as they were big enough, we
killed the trout we caught almost as a matter of
course. The truth is that I have never quite grown out
of it. Most of my friends now return most of the trout
they catch and a few return them all. I should never
want to put back all my trout. Catch-and-release as an
inflexible rule makes me nervous because it divorces
fishing from its origins and its prime justification as
a means of providing food. Where rivers are stocked
it seems to me that killing introduced trout is a
blameless practice. Wild fish are what concern me,
especially in rivers like the Eden where every trout
that swims there has swum nowhere else. For years I
have been encouraging myself to kill nothing but the
occasional wild trout and for years more than just a
few of them have seemed either so big or so beautiful
that the urge to possess them has put them in my bag.
This season I hope to change, by confining my killing
almost exclusively to stocked trout. I made this wish
as I sat by the fire sipping sherry. Perhaps it should
have been more than a wish; perhaps it should have
been a solemn promise or a binding vow.

And then at last I got to March with the wish that,

by the
trout fro
would be be
trout would d
March because it
June sweeter still. I d
weather for my March
to the breeze, I wanted re
budded branches, yellow su
waters, with spring olives com
bringing just a few trout on to fee lf
fishing with mittened fingers and b g deep the
tonic air. I was delighted that the first t ut of a new
season were caught neither on deep nymphs nor on
dry-flies, but with the beautiful Spiders of the North;
for to the mind’s eye, as I sat by the fire and thought of
March, the first trout of the season, on both the Eden
and the Wharfe, were true to the tradition of their
rivers and ate the Waterhen Bloa or the
Partridge and Orange.

By the time I got to April I was ready for kingcups
and warm days; ready, too, to catch my first fish on
the dry-fly. In April I wanted longer, thicker hatches
with iron blues adding the spice of variety to the
dependable olives of spring. And if the iron blues
came, then it would be time for Spiders again and, in
particular, it would be time for the Purple Snipe to
catch those feasting trout. I think, by the way, that on
the Eden and Wharfe, iron blues have increased in
recent seasons. The other evening by the fire I hoped
they would continue to multiply and come clustering
down both my rivers in teeming black droves.

May found me eager for ungainly hawthorn flies
and the belching sounds trout make when t
eating them Just d

“I saw myself fishing
with mittened fingers and

breathing deep the tonic air”

 
Kick off the new 
season with a 
Waterhen Bloa, 
a true North 
Country classic.

Laurence plans 
to harvest only  
stocked trout.

 
Numbers of iron 
blue duns are 
increasing – a 
welcome addition 
to a day’s spring 
olive fishing.
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ready for black
delicate fishing
small dry-flies.
the end of the mo
thoughts suddenly
hurried south to
Shropshire, to the
accommodating trou
the lovely Rea Brook an
the choosier inhabitant
of the meandering Teme
And might this be the
season when, for the first
time in a fishing life of more than 40 years, I should
find myself in the middle of a Mayfly hatch, fishing
for four-pounders driven reckless by greed?

Before long it was June and time for Scotland, for 
the Annan and the chance of a monster trout, time for 
the company of old friends and an extra glass or two 
of evening wine. Back home I thought it would be 
time for low water and hot sunshine, for swarms of 
smut, for long days of sweat and toil with the 
challenge of difficult fish. It might well be time for 
shock-tactics when all those tiny black things had 
been treated with disdain, time for a big fly like a 
Wickham’s Fancy or my own Dry Simon. Today’s 
scientific anglers tend to despise the use of such flies 
as a crude and ignorant tactic; it is a tactic that every 
season puts scores of fish in my net.

June, I decided, with long hot days and rivers on 
their bones and trout sipping invisible food from the 

surface of diminished pools an
runs, would be hard work and
richly rewarding when it wen
well. Hatches of blue wings
would make a change from
and I decided that this sea
must not be lazy but shou
the river at least once a wee
fish the evening rise. It does not
always bring many trout but
there is something wonderful
about cool air at the ending of hot
days, with clouds of sherry spinners dancing in the
level light, with the sky turning silver, with the river
turning white and now etched with the delicate
marks of feeding trout.

It needed another glass of sherry to get me to July
and, after taking a sip and finding myself in high
summer, I realised that my rivers would need their
first real spate. Thunder would clear the air and settle
the dust, turning rivers briefly angry and brown. And
then a falling water, dark and shining from the peat,
would bring me right to the top of the Wharfe at
Yockenthwaite and Deepdale to fish fancy wet-flies,
Simple Simon and a hackle Coachman, in search of
very beautiful wild trout; and if this crude tactic failed
it would be time for another crude tactic in the form
of Dry Simon. I might even stoop as low as an even
cruder tactic by fishing a copper-wire nymph, or I
might see hatching flies and rising trout and see if
they had the good taste to eat an Orange Partridge or
a Purple Snipe.

August did not delay me too long, for August is the
month when my pheasant poults demand daily
attention and keep me from my rivers for most of the
month. There would be an afternoon or two on the
Eden, perhaps a few evenings, and late August would
find me back on the Wharfe beginning to think
autumnal thoughts. I had almost reached September
when I realised that I had forgotten about the Foston
Beck and its discriminating chalkstream trout.

omewhere in the season I should have to find at least
n days to fish pure water flowing over white chalk

etween waving beds of weed, searching for willing
trout and trying to time my strike to the rise of fish
that I could often see.

I came to September sooner than I was expecting
and, as soon as I got there, recognised it as my
favourite fishing month, a month when the prospect
of parting sharpens my appreciation of riverside
days. September is a time for self-indulgence, time to
sit by a favourite pool, to watch the floating leaves and 
drink in both the sadness and the sweetness of the 
passing year. Look at the glowing berries on the 
hawthorns and think back to the blossom in May, look 
at the now yellowing leaves and remember bare 
branches in March. Wonder where all the weeks have 
gone. Catch a few trout and sit down again in the 
golden sunshine, half wishing that you still smoked 
your pipe. Make sure that you can fish on September’s 
last day and make sure, with your season finally 
over, that you bless the river before you leave; then 
thank God that he made you a fisher and pray 
that you will be able to come back to the 
Wharfe and the Eden with the coming 
of another spring.   

“After taking a sip and finding
myself in high summer, I realised that

my rivers would need their
first real spate”

T
for

good tas

mon
ock tactics

alled for in July.

A B OV E
One beautiful 
trout like this 
might crown 
a season.
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F
ISHBRAIN now has a new 

look and is even easier to 

use. This simple mobile 

App gives you detailed 

statistics on your own 

fishing. See what’s working and 

what’s not at venues near you. 
Thousands of anglers across the UK 

are already using this new App designed 

specifically for our sport. The basic 

version is free and available for Apple 

and Android smartphone users and is the 

fastest, easiest way to log your catches. 

Use it to record your catches including 

weights of fish, favourite fishing 

locations, swim depths, best methods, 

baits and tackle – and show off your catch 

pictures to other anglers. 

For just £27.99 you can get a full year’s 

subscription to the premium version of 

FishBrain or, alternatively, pay £3.99 a 

month. This upgraded version analyses 

your catches to help you improve. 

DOWNLOAD THE 
UPDATED

GET IT 
FREE 
NOW

SOMERS FISHING TACKLE

13/15 Bon-accord Terrace. Aberdeen AB1 6DP

Tel. 01224 210008 Fax. 01224 586607 Email. sales@somers-fishing.com

www.somersfishingtackle.co.uk We now accept

PayPal

Extensive range  |  Established 1951  |  Expert advice from experienced fishermen

Neoprene
waders

SALAR HOOKS
TYING DOUBLES RRP £8.99 – ONLY £6.00
Gold size 13 + 15
Silver size 15

TYING SINGLES
RRP £5.99
ONLY £3.50
Gold size 5 +7

TUBE DOUBLES RRP £8.99 – ONLY £6.00
Black size 5 + 7
Gold size 7
Silver size 5 + 7

TUBE SINGLES RRP £5.99 – ONLY £3.50
Gold size 5, 7, 9 + 11
Silver size 5 +11

Lagartun mini Flat Braid Tinsel
Limited Quantity
and Colours

£5.49

Daiwa 
4mm
Chest 
£89.99

Daiwa 
4mm
Thigh 
£69.99

Bespoke packages include
all tackle, tuition, a good
lunch and accommodation

in wonderful locations.
Individual and small

groups, day, short breaks
or weeks arranged.

Wye Spring Salmon on a private beat. Traditional tackle a speciality. 
Dedicated service from an experienced angler and river guide. 

Angling Trust coach and GAIA (assoc.) member.

Full details on www.riverdays.co.uk or see Facebook riverdaysuk  
To discuss and design your own perfect River Days phone  

Steve Roberts 07917 243 263 or email steve.roberts@riverdays.co.uk

RIVER 
DAYS

*XLGHG�ÀVKLQJ�IRU�:\H�6SULQJ�6DOPRQ��
WURXW�DQG�JUD\OLQJ�RQ�WKH�'RUVHW�6WRXU��
SOXV�7KDPHV�7URXW�IURP�D�SXQW

VOUCHER SERVICE AVAILABLE FOR  
CHRISTMAS & BIRTHDAY GIFTS

 

Scourie Hotel  Scourie, Lairg Sutherland  IV27 4SX 
Call. 01971 502396  |  Visit. scouriehotel.com

1 Week Summer Fishing Package

Lose yourselves in the beautiful hills of the Scottish Highlands. Fantastic 

ishing on the hotels hill lochs, Four-course Dinners, and Full Scottish 

Breakfast. Available for selected dates in June, July & August 2016.

 Just £179 per night based on 2 sharing, Single rooms £99 per night.

Book now while availability lasts.



Allan Sefton fishing  
in low water at 
Helseyside on the Tyne.
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Tempted by 
the Tyne?

More day-tickets, reasonable prices and healthy 
runs of fish – no wonder the Northumberland river 

is attracting rods from far and wide, writes Allan Sefton

P H O T O G R A P H Y:  M I C H A E L  B O Y D 

T
HE LEES IS one of the great lower 
Tweed salmon beats. On the wall of its 
spacious fishing hut there is a plaque
commemorating one amazing 
October day in 2010 when more than
60 salmon were landed. 

Malcolm, the beat’s ever-cheerful head boatman,
told me how it was the first-ever day on the beat for
one of the rods. He was shown where to fish and
advised on the wading path to follow down the pool.
Malcolm would have preferred to have gone with him
but was obliged to take a more elderly rod out in a
boat. So, at 11 o’clock he rushed to help the “new” rod,
who had not made much progress down the pool.

“How are you getting on?” he asked. “I have had
eight,” came back the stunned reply. “Aye, well get a
move on,” said Malcolm, “ye hav’nae got to the best
bit yet.”

This story demonstrates why
fishing a prime Scottish river such
as the Tweed, on a beat like The
Lees in October will cost you
hundreds of pounds for a day,
booked and paid for well in 
advance. Such an investment
gives the opportunity to enjoy
exceptional fishing, but you are taking a risk. The
Tweed is a big river that drains rich farmland. A big
autumn flood will lift the lower river by many feet
and turn it the colour of drinking chocolate. Fishing
is abandoned, perhaps for a couple of days, until it
clears. You still pay. Or, the summer weather hangs
on and on, as in 2015. You can still fish the shrunken
river, but your chance of a fresh, silver fish is low.

Is there an alternative?
UK salmon fishing has, for me, been a uniquely

Scottish experience. So, it had not really registered
that the Tweed’s neighbouring river, the Tyne, has a
great autumn run, too. It is just a few miles south, but
in England. I think this is the only reason the Tyne
remained below my radar. I was vaguely aware that it
had become the most productive salmon river in
England, helped by a stocking programme designed
to compensate for the giant Kielder Reservoir’s 

impact. But it never crossed my mind that it could 
compete with what was on offer north of the border. 

That was changed, in part, by the unbounded 
enthusiasm of Willie, a new friend, who I taught to 
cast a double-handed rod before he embarked on his 
first salmon fishing trip to Sutherland’s River Shin. 

That was in 2014, a terrible year to start a salmon-
fishing career. Undeterred by another blank trip that 
autumn, Willie went on to catch that precious first 
salmon, a 14 lb springer, from the lower Tyne in 2015.

Then, another friend, and Tyne enthusiast, bought 
a house near Hexham and became a member of a 
fishing club that owns and rents many miles of good 
fishing on both the North and South Tyne.

“I am not bothering with the Tweed in autumn 
any more,” he told me.

But, let’s be clear. The Tyne is not the Tweed. 
Because of its chequered history the salmon-fishing 

culture on the Tyne is different. 
There are some beats, such as 
Bywell, downstream from Hexham, 
that emulate Scotland (and where 
the cost of an autumn day-rod has 
recently quadrupled) but most of the 
North and South Tyne beats are 
short, owned by farmers rather than 

big estates and let to clubs or local syndicates so 
access to visitors is limited. However, these riparian 
owners are beginning to appreciate the value of their 
fishing rights and things may be changing. 

Willie organised my first visit to the Tyne. He 
remained optimistic as our mid-October holiday 
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Allan Sefton’s 
Getting Started 
at Fly Fishing 

for Trout is 
Amazon’s best-
selling book on 
fly fishing. His 

latest book is Fly 
Fishing for 

Salmon.

“Riparian owners are 
beginning to appreciate the 
value of their fishing rights”

BE L OW 
Tyne favourite: 
a Claret Shrimp 
tied by Trevor 
Harrison.
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depressing. No matter how uplifting the scenery, I 
look at the lazy streams, the tackle-snagging rocks 
and the occasional stale salmon flopping about and 
all I can see, in my mind’s eye, is the same river full of 
fast water and attractive creases where a new arrival 
displays its presence with a tempting swirl.

Adam Turner, our young gillie, promised us we had 
a chance of a fish in the faster water of the Carriteth 
pool at the head of the beat, where Willie and Peter, 
the other member of our party, were to try, but could 
not hide the fact he thought our chances were low. 

Overall, the single-bank beat is about 1,000 m long 
and I could see that every metre of it would offer 
fishable water if the river was in flood. The Carriteth 
pool was long, the fast water at the neck making a 
sharp turn downstream and then settling into a 
tempting, complex stream with some deep, rocky 
gullies. Inevitably, it ran out of steam quickly in the 
low water conditions. The pool was 
narrow enough to be covered 
without wading above  
your ankles.

Carriteth is quite a way from  
the road along farm tracks so a 
four-wheel drive vehicle would be 
safer in wet weather. It could also 
provide a lunchtime refuge as there is no hut  
on the beat.

Adam took me to the long, wood-shaded Top pool 
which, confusingly, was at the bottom of the beat. 

“When the water is right, you can fish all the way 
down its 400 m to the island and expect a pull every 
step of the way,” he enthused.

I believed him. Coloured salmon were flopping out 
regularly but the pool was almost stagnant, and 
despite trying all manner of retrieved flies, we knew 
it was pretty hopeless. Here, the river had become 
wider and was deeper, but the wading was very easy

“Why is the water never ‘right’ for me,” I moaned. 
“Do not worry,” replied Adam, “there is a Kielder 
release tomorrow and I promise you’ll catch a fish.” 

“Be careful what you promise, young man,” thought I.
Let me tell you about Kielder releases.
The Kielder Release Scheme is an agreement 

between the Environment Agency and Northumbrian 
Water, which releases water in Kielder Reservoir into 
the North Tyne to provide compensation flow and to 
provide optimum conditions for recreational river 
users. Dates for releases (not guaranteed) can be 
found on the Tyne Rivers Trust website: 
tyneriverstrust.org/kielder-releases-and-river-levels. 

Local intelligence on the river is that during each 
week in October, the prime salmon fishing month, 
you would be unlucky not to benefit from a 48-hour, 
mid-week release. “Our” release was due to start on 
Tuesday and to continue right through Wednesday.

ON TUESDAY we fished on the Helseyside Estate 
where the river forms the northern boundary of 

extensive parkland enhanced by long 
avenues of trees that sweep the eye 
up to the “big” house. The land has 
been in the ownership of the 
Charlton family since 1343.

Trevor Harrison, our gillie for the 
day, is also a professional fly-dresser. 
He has a shortlist of favourite Tyne 

flies. He favours small flies, size 10 or 12, with a little 
flash to increase visibility in water that always has a 
peaty tinge. His “must have” fly for the North Tyne 
when there is water is his Red Devil ½ in tube  
with a silver conehead.

As befits a Yorkshireman, Trevor was more 
circumspect about the Kielder release we were 
expecting. Despite it starting at 6 am, the river was 
low when we arrived. Trevor predicted it would be late 
morning before it arrived and that the river would 
rise by about 12 inches in less than an hour. He 
warned that the extra water did not always turn the 
fish on. He wondered whether the cold water from the 
depth of the reservoir sometimes lacked oxygen, 
which inhibited the fish. 

“‘There is a Kielder release 
tomorrow and I promise  

you’ll catch a fish’”

BE L OW  
Fly-dresser and 
gillie Trevor 
Harrison, right, 
joins Allan at 
Carriteth.
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Trevor pointed out taking places in the slow-
flowing Charlton pool but advised that only the Lint
Hole and then further downstream, where the top of
the Hesleyside pool was narrowed by a small island,
was worth a cast. He promised all this would change
when the water came.

Just before 11 am the pressure on my waders 
increased and the river started to rise so quickly that
you could watch it advance up the bank. It was a 
magical transformation. A slow, sullen stream came
alive. Wide gravel beaches vanished, exposed rocks
turned into likely lies and slow-flowing water 
became a complex stream that begged for 
good fly presentation. 

Our spirits soared.
Peter was the first to feel the benefit. Only 

20 minutes after the rise he hooked a decent fish
in the Lint Hole. Unfortunately, it came adrift 
almost immediately. 

I walked to the top of the beat and got into the 
Charlton pool. I considered changing my favoured
10 ft 8 in six-weight switch rod and matched skagit
line, which had been the perfect low-water choice, for
my 13-footer. But the upper Tyne is not wide, and the
bankside vegetation is thick, so I stuck with the 
shorter rod and its ability to speycast in tight corners.
The pace of the pool was perfect. The fine gravel bed
made for easy wading.

I was short of      
beneath an over  
retrieve, the line
connected to my
adversary on th
soon admiring,
coloured 33-inch
about 13 lb on m
It had taken a siz
Shrimp, always m
in peaty water, ra
one of Trevor’s fl
was quick to forg

1.25 pm: Allan fishes 
Charlton pool at Helseyside 

after the Kielder release 
had lifted the river.

“The best fly is the one that works!” he admitted.
Willie then decided to follow me down the pool and 

soon he, too, was into a fish, 11 lb, that really tested 
his mettle. Afterwards, he admitted to me he had 
been disappointed by the fight from his first salmon 
but that his second fish more than made up for it. We 
agreed Willie should keep it to provide some wild 
smoked salmon for his family’s Christmas dinner.

OUR FINAL DAY was higher up the river on the Tarset 
beat. We were in high spirits and still had the great 
water level provided by the release. 

The principal feature of the beat is a significant 
junction pool, the Burn Stream. The Tarset burn 
comes in from the left bank at the top above a small 
island, which narrows the stream. Two hundred 
metres below, as the Stream widens and slows, the 
Chirdon burn came in from the right to speed up the 
tail. This pool, to use a technical term, was “stuffed” 
with fish, presumably a build-up of salmon that would 
eventually ascend the two burns to spawn.

This beat, which adjoins the Carriteth immediately 
downstream, is the longer of the two. If there had 
been an extra foot of water from rainfall over and 
above the released water almost every inch would be 
fishable but, at the level we were enjoying, the beat’s 
long pools did run out of steam about one third of the 
way down them. Riverside trees inhibited some 
casting but, again, any necessary wading was easy. 

A B OV E 
2.55 pm: it 
didn’t take long 
for the rising 
water to stir 
this 13 lb fish, 
which took 
Allan’s Orange 
Shrimp.

BE L OW 
Autumn killer: 
a Red Devil 
conehead on 
a ½ in tube.
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 S A L M O N - F I S H I N G  O N  T H E  T Y N E  

There was a small weatherproof shelter, which
provided a useful lunch venue. This could be a bonus
for a larger party that rented the Carriteth and 
Tarset beats together.  

Adam Turner was our gillie again. Willie needed
no encouragement to get into the Burn Stream and
was soon landing a pretty 3 lb grilse, his smallest
salmon by far. Adam seemed keener on the Wires,
the next pool downriver, which is crossed by 
electrical cables that are high enough to be safely
beyond reach. He was sure that was where Peter
would break his duck. 

It was not to be. Despite the obvious presence of
fish in the pool, and a perfect, far-bank stream, only
a decent brown trout took his fly.

After lunch Peter elected to fish from the top of the
Burn Stream and upped his fly size to a 1 in tube
while I did some deep wading and long casting to
fish the long glide at the tail of the same pool below
the burn junction. I opted for a flashy, size 12 
Cascade. Peter quickly landed a coloured 
15-pounder, while I hooked, and nearly landed, a
fresh eight-pounder that “spat out” the fly when it
was all over bar the shouting. 

Isn’t it amazing how often salmon seem to come
on the take at the same time! 

Just to prove that persistence does pay, Peter
landed a ten-pounder, also coloured, on his next
walk down the same pool.

WAS THERE any downside? I felt the Tyne beats we
fished were a bit short for three rods but a lot of 
Scottish salmon fishing is becoming overcrowded,
too. Of course, with the cost per rod on each beat 
being well south of £100 for the day, you could take 
the whole beat and limit the rods to two. 

On Tarset there were rods on the other bank 
fishing the Snabdough beat. All of us politely kept 
out of each other’s way. We did not bother to fish 
Boyo’s pool which favoured their bank but, as on 
rivers like the Aberdeenshire Dee, I feel an 
“opposition” creates unwelcome “let’s get there 
first” tensions. It would be so much better to 

have some sharing, but exclusive day, arrangement 
as operates on Scottish rivers.

Some of the opposition were also spinning.
Perhaps I am a bit purist to point out that modern fly 
tackle gets a fly down to anywhere you can fish a toby 
spoon, and that it is a wise conservation measure – a 
fly-only rule certainly would not damage the Tyne.
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“A fly-only rule
certainly would not
damage the Tyne”

A B OV E 
Peter Besgrove 
plays a fish in 
Burn Stream on 
the Tarset beat.

 
  

   

Peter returns his second salmon, a coloured ten-pounder.



h e Hotel Under h e Stars

Hidden beneath a canopy of nature’s green surroundings lays a magical hotel under the stars.
Step inside our hotel of dreams, let our theatrical hallways lead you through a maze of eleven artistic 

rooms, decorated with alluring colours and shapes of the Art Deco design.

What was once a historic telephone central oi  ce has been transformed into an inspiringly stylish 
boutique hotel. A charming modern place with an old-world feel. Here on the outskirts of Bovec 

imagine a vacation on the waterfalls of a wild river, where the worries of time cease to matter.

Allow yourself to fall into a world of dreams, where our cosy library gently whispers tales of years gone by, whilst you unlock
the l avours of prime selected wines from our boutique wine cellar. Or why not enter into our enchanting winter garden and

let the perfect starry night above wish you pleasant dreams.

+386 5 389 64 00        www.dobra-vila-bovec.si        welcome@dobra-vila-bovec.si

A mesmerising place just for you

The Barrasford Arms Country Pub

Please contact us: Hotel: 01434 681 237
Email: contact@barrasfordarms.co.uk

Web: www.barrasfordarms.co.uk

VOTED “DESTINATION RESTAURANT OF THE YEAR”

Stay right on the Tyne in a place with a warm and
homely atmosphere that you’ll never forget.

An ideal base to explore the beats of Chipchase, Chollerton 
and Chesters, with drying rooms and rod storage on site.

Enjoy superb homemade
locally sourced food with a

selection of great wines

/GPVKQP�6TQWV���5CNOQP�YJGP�DQQMKPI�VQ�RTG�CTTCPIG�Ƃ�UJKPI�QP�C�UOCNN�
private beat with a highly experienced ghillie *limited availability 

  

 
 

 



From Hell 
to Heaven

Ken Whelan tells the compelling story of 
Slovenia’s marble trout, pushed to the very 

brink of extinction by the ravages 
of the First World War

P H O T O G R A P H Y:  G A R D I N E R  M I T C H E L L

Ken Whelan fishes 
the upper Soca, 
clouded by glacial till 
after a huge flood. 
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Ken Whelan is 
a fisheries 

biologist and 
keen angler. 
His work has 
taken him to 
many exotic 

locations 
across the 

globe, where he 
always finds a 

reason to  
go fishing 
(www.ken 

whelan.info).

Y ADVENTURES WITH the 
marble trout began a decade 
ago on the banks of the 
turquoise Soca River in 
western Slovenia. This 
stunningly beautiful alpine 
river, nicknamed locally the 
emerald beauty, rushes 
headlong for some 90 miles 
through the valleys of the 
Julian Alps, before entering 
the Adriatic as the Isonzo 
River, just north of Trieste.  

The marble trout is one of the unique races of trout 
whose biology and distribution reflect the waxing and 
waning of the giant ice sheets as they scraped their 
way across the surface of the fledgling European 
continent at the end of the last ice age. As its name 
implies (it derives from the Latin marmor, meaning  
“marble”) the flanks of the fish display a very 
distinctive marbled pattern. They are often olive-
grey/green in colour and on some trout the distinctive 
marbled colouring can reach to the belly of the fish. 
The intensity of colour varies considerably depending 
upon the surroundings. In some relatively rare cases, 
the fish have red spots that merge with the rest of  
the pigment along the lateral line. Though 
predominantly fish-feeders, they may also feed on 
invertebrates. They are long-lived and can grow  
to 45 lb or more – the larger fish are almost 
exclusively nocturnal. The natural distribution  
of marble trout ranges from Bosnia-Herzegovina  
in the east to Italy’s Po River basin in the west.

My previous visits had focused solely on these
fascinating fish and on efforts to hook one of the
many monsters that lurk among the giant limestone
boulders paving the bed of the upper Soca. My most 
recent visit was different. This time I was celebrating 
two anniversaries, the first a pleasant one – a decade 
had elapsed since I first experienced the thrill of 
fishing the ice-cold waters of the Soca. The second 
anniversary was a far more sombre affair. It was to 
learn about the horrific, bloody battles that had taken 
place exactly 100 years ago, along the very stretches 
of river with which I had, over the years, become so 
familiar. I was also to learn how the unimaginable 
mayhem of the Isonzo Front had fundamentally 
affected the welfare of the native marble trout.

My companions on this voyage of discovery were 
my photographer friend Gardiner Mitchell, who is 
also an authority on the First World War, and Blaž 
Zidaric, director of aquaculture, at the Fisheries 
Research Institute of Slovenia, a specialist in the 
rearing and conservation of a range of indigenous 
Slovenian fish species, including marble trout. Both, 
needless to say, are also accomplished anglers.

Blaž is based in the town of Kobarid, which is home 
to a fine museum dedicated to the memories of those 
who fought and died along the Soca valley from June 

“They are long-lived and can 
grow to 45 lb – larger fish are 
almost exclusively nocturnal”
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1915 to October 1917. The Isonzo Front (the Italian
name for the Soca) and the battles in the Balkans
between the Italian soldiers and regiments of the
Austro-Hungarian Empire are little known outside of
the countries directly affected by the conflict. Over a
period of 29 months, a million or more soldiers and
civilians died or were mutilated in the savage conflict
along the short 50-mile stretch of the Soca valley.
What these enormous armies were doing, entrenched
opposite each other among the mountains bordering
the Soca River, only a few hundred feet apart, exactly
mirrored the positions of their respective Allies a
thousand miles away on the Western Front in Flanders.

In April 1915, in the secret Treaty of London, Italy
was promised by the Allies that part of the territory of
the Austro-Hungarian Empire that was mainly
inhabited by ethnic Slovenes. In May, Italy declared
war on Austria-Hungary and launched a campaign of 
trench warfare in Slovenia. Italian Field Marshal 
Luigi Cadorna, a staunch proponent of the frontal 
assault, had plans of breaking into the Slovenian 
plateau, taking Ljubljana and threatening Vienna.  

After each catastrophic repulse of the Italian 
campaign Cadorna convinced himself that the next 
strong push, if determined enough, would achieve a 
complete and decisive eastward breakthrough – a 
“stroll to Vienna” – and victory. The Austro-Hungarian 
troops held most of the vital high ground and were 
determined to prevent that breakthrough, while 
awaiting their own chance to advance westward into 
the Friulian plain of northern Italy. The stalemate 
produced a campaign as bloody and terrible as that 

on the Western Front, but one that has remained all 
but unknown outside of Italy, Austria and Slovenia.

Apart from an introductory panel, the walls of 
Kobarid’s Museum are adorned solely with personal 
testimony to the horrors of what the predominantly 
young soldiers encountered:

February 22, 1916: an Italian officer writes: “My 
dear parents! It has never occurred to me that one can 
stand so much. I sleep among dead bodies, I live, eat 
and drink among dead bodies that have already 
decomposed or are decomposing and filling the air 
with unimaginable, abominable stench. My cape  
and military equipment, everything stinks of dead 
bodies, there are thousands of them in front of me, 
thousands by my side and behind me, in the open 
battlefield, in this crater of death. One can see  
and hear nothing but death, one breathes and thinks 
of nothing but death.”

“A million or more soldiers and civilians
died or were mutilated along the short 

50-mile stretch of the Soca valley”

R IGH T 
A fine marble 

trout, caught on 
a jig from the
Upper Soca.

 
Ken Whelan visits the Kobarid war museum.
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There were 11 major Italian offensives on the 
Isonzo Front, trying in vain to break eastward into
Austria, but they never did get through. They were
blocked by the constantly swollen waters of the Soca
and the impenetrable defenses of the Austro-
Hungarians high on the hills and surrounding 
mountain tops. A frightened young conscript, already
demoralised by one bloody repulse after another and
heavily laden with his rifle and full army kit, clearly
visible against snow or pale grass as he stumbled
awkwardly upwards among the decomposing corpses
of previous assaults, made an easy target for an 
experienced machine gunner or sniper securely
ensconced in a solid-rock cavern high above him.

The stalemate was eventually broken in October
1917 by an Austro-Hungarian offensive, supported by
elite German soldiers using a prototype of the 
blitzkrieg tactics of rapid mobile advances, later 
employed so effectively by Germany during the 
Second World War. The German troops used heavy
blankets of poison gas and were led by a young Erwin
Rommel, later to become the famed and feared 
Desert Fox of the Second World War. This massive and
very successful counter-assault would eventually
grind to a halt in northern Italy, on the banks of the
Piave River, yet another marble trout stronghold.

Finding remnants of this horrific war along the
banks of the river is surprisingly difficult. Time has
erased and hidden much of the external impacts on
the landscape and the visitor could be completely
unaware of the deep and dark secrets of a lost 
generation lying beneath the high limestone 
mountains and verdant fields of the Soca valley.

Hidden also are the less obvious impacts wrought
on the river’s inhabitants. For, in addition to the tragic
loss of human life, indescribable damage was done to

“Finding adequate numbers of native 
marble trout in the remoter streams 
was back-breaking, thankless work”

A B OV E  
Italian artillery 
crossing a 
pontoon bridge 
on the River 
Soca while 
horses are 
watered on a 
nearby sandy 
river bank.

the river itself and its inhabitants. The arrival of 
millions of combatants, their armoury and their need 
for freshwater and food had a profound effect on fish 
life in the Soca. One quote from Vilko Marin, a local 
doctor at the time, emphasises just how profoundly 
the river was impacted by dissolved poisonous gas, 
munitions and the untreated effluent from millions 
of new inhabitants, not to mention the rampant 
water-borne disease brought to that lovely place by 
the dead and decomposing bodies of the soldiers’ 
fallen comrades. The troops were constantly in 
search of water safe enough to drink:

May 1916, Dr Vilko Marin writes: “There was a 

single, small brook that provided water to soldiers. 
With incredible patience they were waiting, thirsty, 
for hours, before they were allowed to the little source 
to fill their flasks and buckets.”  

Beneath the water the resident fish were also 
reeling from the relentless impacts of the conflict. 

Immediately following the war a local fish hatchery 
in Kobarid set to work to restore the trout populations 
of the Soca by identifying appropriate broodstock. 
Finding adequate numbers of native marble trout in 
the remoter streams was back-breaking and 
thankless work. Attention quickly began to focus on 
brown trout, which had first been imported into the 
hatchery from Sarajevo in 1906. These, it was found, 
were far easier to rear and stock into the local rivers 

KOBARID MUSEUM
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and streams. This was a turning point in the history
of the marble trout, as the exotic brown trout did
exceptionally well in the depleted river and were so
closely related to the remaining marble trout that
they quickly began to hybridise with the resident fish.
Most surprisingly, all of the resultant hybrids proved
to be fertile, further confusing the genetics of the
native marble trout stocks.

This then was the situation confronting my good
friend Jože Ocvirk, as head of the Fisheries Research
Institute of Slovenia, when he first addressed the
daunting task of restoring the true wild marble trout
of the Soca in the early 1980s. Jože and his team, with
the help of a coalition of local fisheries groups, set
about their task with earnest vigour and over a period
of a few short years surveyed all of the likely locations
in the Soca valley where pure marble trout might be
found. Based on colouration alone, the most likely
suspects were separated from the putative hybrids
and carefully transported to the Kobarid hatchery.
After three years of extensive surveys, when options

were fast running out, there were still doubts that the
teams had located any truly wild marbles. In July
1985, a chance meeting and the discovery of some
strange-looking trout in the house of a friend, led Jože 
to the Zadalašcica stream – a small tributary of the
River Tolminka. Above a near vertical, impassible
waterfall Jože and his team found their Holy Grail, an 
isolated population of pure marble trout. Subsequent 
work unearthed five or six more such populations
and so the nucleus of the restoration stock was
established. In the early 90s a further restoration
programme, this time based on modern genetic
profiling and family-based stock selection, was
established in the Tolmin area. The Tolmin hatchery 
today complements the original hatchery and its
native broodstock, so carefully nurtured and
sustained by Blaž and his colleagues in Kobarid.

Recent research has clearly shown that stocks of
wild marble trout are slowly recovering. Despite the
fact that genetic diversity among some of the remnant 
isolated stocks was low, the decision in the mid-90s to 

BE L OW L E F T  
The church built 
over the ossuary 
containing the 
bones of more 
than 7,000 
Italian soldiers.

BE L OW R IGH T  
Blaž Zidaric, 
from Slovenia’s 
Fisheries 
Research 
Institute, with  
a reared adult 
marble trout.

Local angling guide, 
Matevž Jus, playing  

a marble trout on  
the upper Soca.
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ban all stocking of brown trout in the Adriatic rivers
of Slovenia, in combination with careful selection of
broodstock that were wild, or showed little evidence
of their ancestors having interbred with brown trout,
has ensured that the restoration programme is 
progressing well. However, recovery is slow, not least
because of the basic biology of the fish. Initially at 
least the growth of marble trout can be very slow and
variable. As they pick around on the bed of the cold 
isolated rivers they call home, the young marble trout
may be no more than 10 in (25 cm) at four years of 
age. At this point they begin feeding on fish and, like
our own ferox trout, their growth rate can explode.

Originally native to the River Po and its tributaries,
the marble trout’s natural home is in the rock-strewn
riverbeds of the Slovenian and Italian alpine rivers.
This is best seen in the upper Idrijca River where 
massive marble trout of 24 in-40 in (60 cm-100 cm) in
length are to be found lurking in deep holes, under 
the huge boulders that pave the river channel. The 
faster-growing strains can reach 40 in (100 cm) or 
more but the short growing season curtails growth in
the colder months and these larger fish may be 18 to
20 years of age.

It is important for the angler to realise that the 
natural stock density of marble trout is low. Living in
these relatively unproductive waters the larger trout
live a solitary existence, in discrete areas of the river.
Nocturnal by nature, they show little interest in 
migrating great distances, even to spawn and often
live out their lives in close proximity to their holding
and feeding areas. To ensure a reasonably productive
sport fishery for marble trout the authorities have 
found it necessary to supplement the wild stocks with
modest distributions of farm-reared progeny. Catch-

“They begin feeding on  
fish and their growth  

rate can explode”

L E F T
Bernard
Šemrajc
proudly
displays a fine
marble trout
taken during a
stock survey
of the upper
Idrijca River.

and-release is of paramount importance in the 
conservation of this unique stock.

The marble trout is also under pressure from an 
enemy that has in recent decades wreaked havoc on 
their natural territories. The massive earthquake of 
2004, concentrated around the town of Bovec, in the 
upper Soca catchment, loosened vast quantities of 
glacial till, gravel and rocks from the mountainsides. 
To this day the upper catchment is feeling the effects 
of this earthquake. When we visited in September 
last, the normally crystal-clear waters of the river 
were cloudy due to the effects of a recent flood, which 
had again disturbed mounds of glacial material. Even 
more sinister are the effects on the holding pools of 
the larger trout, as these are often filled in and 
destroyed by the eroding riverbed. Such events have 
taken place for millennia and the trout have adapted, 
as the biology of these extraordinary fish includes the 
ability to produce more eggs and more juveniles as 
the population declines and so compensate for the 
effects of such natural disasters. Perversely, over the
period of the Isonzo battles, 1915 to 1917, the Soca
valley was bombarded with some of the heaviest
rainfall ever witnessed in the area. This and the
movements of two massive armies doubtless added
greatly to erosion. It would seem the resident marble
trout were under siege not alone from the enemy
without but also from the enemy within!

At the end of my trip, I sat on the steps of the giant
ossuary in Kobarid, containing the bones of more
than 7,000 Italian soldiers and built to commemorate
the dead of the Isonzo campaign. I looked down on
the marble trout hatchery and the exquisite, fertile
valley of the Soca stretching out before me and found
it hard to come to terms with the starkly contrasting
but interwoven stories of the valley’s beauty, its dark
hidden secrets and wonderful, truly unique, resident
trout. In a strange way it was comforting to think that
the bones of the fallen have by now been incorporated
into the very essence of the valley itself. This to me is
a special place demanding profound reverence.

SLOVENIA
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Huge Irish fish farms scrapped
Public protests, legal action, image concerns and the lack of 

homegrown expertise lead to Government climbdown

NEW BOSS OF TRUST
THE ATLANTIC Salmon Trust has appointed
Sarah Bayley Slater (pictured) as its new
executive director.

Bayley Slater is the former director of
operations at the Rivers and Fisheries Trusts of
Scotland and has a degree in aquaculture from
the University of Aberdeen/Scottish Agriculture
College. She is also a member of the Institute of
Fundraising and is passionate about animals
and environmental conservation. She takes up

her post in March and will replace Tony Andrews.
The Trust has also appointed a new chairman.
Robbie Douglas-Miller farms in East Lothian and is also

chairman of the Kyle of Sutherland District Fishery Board.
The Atlantic Salmon Trust, formed in 1967, is a charity that works 

to see naturally generated stocks of wild salmon and sea-trout reach 
sustainable levels of abundance by providing pragmatic, impartial, 
science-based advice to fishery managers and anglers.

RiverDartnettingends
The last commercial netsmen on the River Dart in Devon

have agreed to give up fishing for salmon in return for
compensation for their loss of income.

The netsmen were paid by the Migratory Salmon
Foundation, a partner of the international salmon

conservation body, the North Atlantic Salmon Fund.
NASF was able to support the agreement with funds
raised by anglers of the Dart Fisheries Association.

The association’s secretary Bill Robertson, said: “I would
like to thank our netsmen for agreeing to forego their

ancient right to net for salmon and sea-trout. Our annual
salmon catch has slumped from thousands in the past to
less than 100 this year. The end of estuarial netting will be
a major help in our fight to restore the once prolific Dart

to its former glory as a salmon river.
"I must also thank staff of the Environment Agency who 
supported our efforts, the NASF for ensuring the money 
was forthcoming, and all who contributed to the Fund.” 

IRISH ANGLERS have celebrated the withdrawal of an application 
to build a 15,000-tonne “mega” fish farm in Galway Bay.

Bord Iascaigh Mhara (BIM), the Irish State agency 
responsible for the Irish seafood industry, had applied for a 
licence to build the farm in defiance of public protests and a 
legal campaign by anglers, who feared migrating wild smolts
would be damaged by sea-lice emanating from the farm and 
that farmed salmon would inevitably escape and breed with 
wild fish, harming the wild salmon’s genetic integrity. 
Pesticides used by the farm might also harm shellfish.

The Galway farm was one of ten proposed west-coast “mega”
farms. The decision to shelve the application followed the Irish
Government’s publication of a Strategic Plan for Sustainable 
Aquaculture, which limits the size of farms to 7,000 tonnes.

Paul Lawton, chairman of the Federation of Irish Salmon &
Sea Trout Anglers, said: “We are delighted BIM have scrapped
the ten mega farms plan following our campaign, which saw
thousands of anglers on the streets of Galway City, Castlebar
(Taoiseach’s office) and Carrigaline (Minister’s office) over the
past five years. We will now continue our campaign against the
Government’s open-net sea-cage salmon-farming policy.”

The North Atlantic Salmon Fund, which also fought the farm,
said: “The [Government’s] principal concern for this big project
was environmental damage and significant damage to
Ireland’s image as a food nation under its Origin Green label

No Salmon Farms At Sea campaign effectively targeted politicians.

and its Wild Atlantic Way tourism branding, which attracts 
global travellers in search of pristine nature. The Irish 
Government has also discovered it does not have the 
resources and knowledge to deal with modern fish farming 
as new closed-contained farming technology has now 
surpassed all other methods, especially the open-net cage 
system that has been proven unsustainable in Galway Bay.”

Sarah Bayley Slater



www.trout-and-salmon.co.uk February2016 47 

I N  B R I E F

Follow  
Scotland’s lead

Orri Vigfússon, chairman of the 
North Atlantic Salmon 

Federation, has written to the 
Environment Agency, urging 

them to copy the Scottish
Government, by introducing a 
three-year ban on mixed-stock 
salmon netting in England. He 

reminded the EA that a ban was 
first proposed by a Government 
Commission in 1963, by a further 
Government report in 1992, by 

NASCO in 1994 and by a further 
Government Review in 1999. 

Orri said: “The salmon 
population in England, Wales 
and Scotland has declined by 

80%-90%. We must work fast… 
and avoid bureaucratic delay.”

Chefs grilled 
on sea-lice

Three famous chefs have been 
asked to examine the 

environmental record of the firm 
that produces farmed salmon 

for their restaurants.
Salmon & Trout Conservation 

Scotland has written to
Raymond Blanc, Gordon 

Ramsey and Rick Stein, who 
endorse Loch Duart Ltd salmon 

products. The region of the 
north-west Highlands between 
Inchard and Kirkaig, where only 
Loch Duart farms salmon, has 
experienced severe sea-lice 

control problems in 2013-2015.
Loch Duart farms were

collectively above the industry’s 
own threshold (based on the 

number of adult female lice per 
farmed fish) in 31 of the last 33 
reported months. During this 
period there were at least 63 
chemical treatments on Loch 
Duart farms against sea-lice.

Genetic go-ahead
The United States government 

has authorised the sale of
genetically modified salmon for 
human consumption. Atlantic 
salmon will be injected with a 

gene from a chinook salmon to 
make them grow faster. The 

makers claim production is safe 
because the fish will be sterile 

and grown in land-based tanks. 
However, they won’t be grown in 

the US: tanks will be based in 
Canada and Panama.

Malloch Trophy won by Lyon fish
THE WINNER OF the 2015 Fishpal 
Malloch Trophy is Tom Buchanan from 
Glasgow for his capture of a 35 lb salmon
on the River Lyon in Perthshire.

The prestigious trophy is awarded 
annually to an angler who catches one of
the largest salmon on fly in Scottish 
waters. The fish must be safely released.

Tom landed the huge fish on April 16 in
the Rock pool on the South Chesthill Estate
water (where he has fished since 1972). 
The fish took a 2½ in Monkey.

Tom is no stranger to big fish, having
previously caught a 34½-pounder from 
the Dochart and several 20-pounders.

He said: “Winning the FishPal Malloch
is the best news I have ever had in my
entire fishing career. Having been 
fortunate enough to land a number of
large salmon, I knew as soon as it took that
this was a big one. It ran me all over the
place – my rod was bent double for  
20 minutes and I felt very much the 
underdog. The hook was twisted and bent 
out of all recognition.”

The judging committee do not 
necessarily award the trophy to the  
captor of the largest fish, although this is 
an important consideration. Other factors 

such as the time of year of capture, the 
condition of the fish and how it is handled 
– in line with best catch-and-release 
practice – are also taken into account. The 
best available evidence is considered 
including picture(s), measurements and 
whether or not it is weighed in a weigh net.

Tom wins a replica Malloch Trophy, a 
MacKenzie DTX rod, a £250 FishPal 
voucher and a box of salmon flies from  
the Caledonia Fly Company.

THE NEXT GENERATION

There were five winners of the 2015
Junior Fishpal Malloch Competition, for
salmon caught and released. Each
receives a day’s fishing at FishPonds on
the Tay with tuition from former world
speycasting champion Scott 
MacKenzie and head gillie Iain Kirk.
Each junior that attends the day will
leave with a rod, reel and line courtesy
of Glasgow Angling Centre and a box of
flies courtesy of Caledonia Fly Co.
The winners and their fish are: 

■ William Thornton (age 13):  
15 lb (fresh-run) on August 10 in the Tail
of Lundy pool on Beat 4 of the River
Lochy. Landed after 25 minutes after
three 100-yard runs.
■ Jess England (age 17): 15 lb on July 31
in the Faulds pool on Hendersyde beat
of the River Tweed. She caught a
second (13 lb) the same day.
■ Jordan Grant (age 13): 12 lb on April
24 in the Little Isle pool on the Inverness
Angling Club water of the River Ness.
He was the club’s Angler of the Year
in 2014.
■ Joshua Hunt (age 8): 10 lb on March 7
on the Burn Estate water of the River
North Esk. He caught a second spring
salmon the same day.
■ Conal Sinclair (age 10): 10 lb on the
Torhouskie Estate water of the River
Bladnoch. He caught a second at 7 lb
the same day.

Joshua  
Hunt.

Jess England.

Conal
Sinclair.

Jordon
Grant.

William 
Thornton.

Tom Buchanan with his 35 lb April salmon.



Norway bound
The chance to catch a monster tempts Richard Donkin abroad

I
T’S BEEN some years since I 
fished in Norway but this year, 
after much arm-twisting by 
fishing chums, I’ve decided to go 
back. Maybe it was all their talk 
of big springers – the Storlaks; 

that and the constant reminders of the 
lean times we’ve experienced in Scotland 
these past two or three years.

Scotland remains on the agenda, with 
four weeks in the diary already, plus the 
prospect of a few days on the Tweed, but 
the Dee, in particular, has been a tough 
sell to fishing friends. Not that I expect 
Norway to prove any easier. It’s years since 
I fished there and I’ve always struggled. 

The first time was the Laerdal river, 
fishing over the summer solstice in crystal-clear 
water, short, deep and fast flowing. The Laerdal is 
known for its big springers, but not that year in the
mid-1990s when the parasite Gyrodactylus salaris
was taking hold. 

By the time of my second Norwegian trip, about ten
years ago, Gyrodactylus was endemic. Some 44 rivers
had been closed by then and the worst affected were
being treated with the fish-killing pesticide, rotenone,
a desperate measure to clear the river and
start again. 

On that second visit I fished the Numedalslagen
with a giant of a Norwegian guide, built like a tree. He
scoffed at the idea of wading sticks and took me
places I would never have dared wade alone. The
push of the water was so strong above one set of
rapids there was no margin for error.
I’ve never understood the desire for
macho wading. It’s like rock-climbing
without a rope.

Another time I fished the Orkla and
a couple of other rivers, the Forra and
the Stjordal, that all flow in to
Trondheim fjord. I’d gone with Jamie
Hammond, a fishing guide, and Peter
McLeod on a fact-finding trip for Peter’s fishing travel
agency, Aardvark McLeod. We fished as guests of
Anthony Luke who’d taken a concession on a stretch
of the Orkla.

It was Anthony who taught me how to fish the 
hitched Sunray Shadow, not that it worked so well in 
the cold conditions we had on that trip. I was woefully 
underprepared, fishing without thermals when my 
waders sprung a leak. Not for the first time, I retired 
to the hut in the first throws of hypothermia.

On the Stjordal, Jamie, fishing a heavy fast-sinking 
tip, had a nice fish on a Black Frances. Getting the 
lures down deep, in cold fast-flowing water was the 
key to catching anything on that section of river. 

Jamie had wanted to return his fish but our 
Norwegian host – he’d invited us down when 
his party didn’t show – insisted on killing it. 
“They don’t go back,” he said. That’s how it 
was then.

“You don’t come to Norway to catch a lot of 
fish. You come here to catch the fish of a 
lifetime,” says Anthony. That’s why I’m going 
back to fish with him in the summer. It’s not 
just the size but also the power of the fish in 
these rivers. He thinks the Orkla could be 
in for a good summer after two encouraging 
grilse runs and points out that the 
Trondheim rivers have remained 
free of Gyrodactylus.

“It’s because of the metal content in the 
water of these rivers,” he says. “The same 

applies to some Scottish rivers such as the Spey.” In 
one experiment, he says, the parasites were put in to 
some Spey water that had been taken over to Norway. 
“They all shrivelled up. I’m not saying all British 
waters are immune to it – it might be different, for 
example, on the chalk streams. But I don’t think the 
threat merits the levels of paranoia we’ve seen in 
some parts of the UK,” he says.

The Scottish Government, however, continues to be 
advised that Scottish salmon stocks are susceptible to 
the parasite so continued vigilance, including 
waterside disinfection of gear, seems sensible. One of 
the features of the tiny fluke Gyrodactylus salaris is 
that it reproduces rapidly and, once in a system, the 
parasite is persistent. Some Norwegian rivers have 
been treated more than once, only to see the parasite 

return. That said, some of Norway’s 
finest rivers, such as the Laerdal 
and the beautiful Rauma in 
Romsdal have reopened after long 
closures and repeated treatments 
for Gyrodactylus. The Norwegians 
have begun experimenting with 
aqueous aluminium and sulfuric 
acid treatment as an alternative to 

rotenone but the long-term success of this measure is 
still being monitored.

Anthony Luke rejects the argument that Norway 
produces just a few quality fish. The number of fish 
caught on the Orkla over three months last season, he 
says, was not too far short of the numbers caught on 
the Tay over nine months. Catches on the nearby 
Gaula, meanwhile, overtook the Tay’s total for its first 
five months just ten days in to the season.

Anyone keen to try Norway or Iceland, for that 
matter, should keep an eye on early-season water 
temperatures. If the water is below 5 deg C, the fish 
will be reluctant to run. For this reason I prefer to fish 
in July if I can, when the season is well under way. 

Richard 
Donkin is a 
journalist 

and has fished 
in Norway 

and Iceland. 
His favourite 
river is the 

Aberdeenshire 
Dee

“I’ve never understood the 
desire for macho wading. 

It’s like rock-climbing 
without a rope”
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Lock and lake fishing 
boats built to high

standard to individual 
customer specs

Boat design is Islander 18: 
Length 19’6”         Beam 6’2”         Inside deck length 18’

01261 851252 / 07917386133     gamrieboats@yahoo.com

www.gamrieboats.co.uk

THE RED LION INN

MAIN ROAD, MILFIELD, NORTHUMBERLAND, NE71 6JD
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Syndicate Rods 
Now Available at 

Wild Trout Fishery 
on Berkshire 
Chalkstream

info@MerisonSporting.co.uk
01380 728592



Clearwater
Fly Reels

£59

Hydros
Fly Reels

from £169

Battenkill
Fly Reels

from £79

Encounter II
Fly Reels

from £45

CFO
Fly Reels

from £279

Access
Fly Reels

£99

QUEST - 6 PCE
Designed for ishing any time, anywhere.

Rod Length Line RRP Price
Quest 8’6” #4 £99.99 £84.99
Quest 9’ #5 #6 £99.99 £84.99
Quest 9’6” #7 £109.99 £94.99
Quest 10’ #5 #7 £109.99 £104.99

TRUEFLY SLA - 4 PCE
Super lightweight rod with English bronze inish

Rod Length Line RRP Price
Truefly SLA 7’ #3 £79.99 SOLD OUT

Truefly SLA 8’ #4 £79.99 SOLD OUT

Truefly SLA 8’6” #4 £79.99 SOLD OUT

Truefly SLA 9’ #5 £79.99 £49
Truefly SLA 9’6” #6 #7 £89.99 SOLD OUT

Truefly SLA 10’ #5 #7 #8 £89.99 SOLD OUT

SPEEDSTER
Super-high retrieve

rate reel with a
narrower spool,

inboard mounted
handle & an large

outer diameter

1.5 Fly Reel £249
2 Fly Reel £269

3 Fly Reel £299
Spare Spool from £120

2 Fly Reel £309
2 Fly Reel £329

Spare Spool from£120

AGILITY FLY - 4PCE
he action of the blanks are medium / fast and
combine excellent casting potential with a
smooth ish playing action.

10’ #3 #4 #5 RRP £54.99 PRICE £42.50

ORACLE EXP SWITCH ROD - 6PCE
useful when smaller lies and lighter lines are
required to improve presentation.

11’ #7/8 #8/9 RRP £89.99 PRICE £74.99

LITESPEED
An iconic ultra-large arbor reel

KONIC II
Smart design & high performance

RRP NOW
Konic 2 Fly Reel £139 £110
Konic 3.5 Fly Reel £149 £115

ALL REDUCED

SCOTT A4 FLY RODS - 4 PCE
Smooth casting high line speed rods with low physical weights.

A4 Fly Rods Price
7'6” #4 £349
8' #3 #4 £349
8'6" #4 #5 £349

A4 Fly Rods Price
9' #4-#10 #12 £349
10’ #4 - #8 £349

SCOTT G2 FLY RODS - 4 PCE
For stalking trout with tiny lies, long leaders, & light tippet.

A4 Fly Rods Price
7'7” #2 #3 #4 £599
8'4” #2 #3 #4 #5 £599

A4 Fly Rods Price
8'8” #3 #4 #5 #6 £599
9’ #4 # 5 #6 £599

SCOTT RADIAN FLY RODS - 4 PCE
A great combination of speed and power

Radian Fly Rods Price
8'6” #4 #5 £649
9' #4 - #7 £649

Radian Fly Rods Price
9'6” #6 #7 #8 £649
10’ #4 - #8 £649

Stealth 6 Models
RRP £129 £179

NOW ONLY
£64.50-£79.50

Snowbee Onyx
7 Models

RRP £49.99 £92.99
NOW £49.99-£79.99

Snowbee Classic 2
4 Models
NOW

£27.99-£39.99

Snowbee Geo
3 Models

RRP £195 £239
NOW £159-£219

Geo Cassette
Fly Reels & Bundle

RRP £185 £229
NOW £235-£279

SNOWBEE GEO NANO FLY RODS - 4PCE
he ubiquitous larger stillwater & reservoir rods plus 3 Salmon rods
Geo Nano RRP Price
8'6” #4 £349 £315
9' #5 #6 #8 #9 #10 £349-£399 £315-£349
9'6" #7 £389 £339
10' #3 #4 #6 #7 £389-£399 £349
13' #8 #9 £479 £429
14' #9 #10 6 Piece Travel Rod £539 £479
14' #9/10 £499 £449
Geo Nano Switch - 4PCE RRP Price
10’9” #7 £429 £379
11’6” #8 £449 £399

SNOWBEE PRESTIGE FLY RODS - 4PCE
Superb quality coupled with outstanding value.

Prestige RRP Price
8’ #4 £219 £189
9’ #4 #5 #6 £239 £199
9’6” #3 #7 £259-£269 £219
10' #2 #3 #4 #5 #6 #7 £259-£279 £219-£229
10’ #8 £259 £149
10'6”#3 New Style Handle £299 £269
11’ #3 New Style Handle £299 £269

SNOWBEE PRESTIGE SWITCH FLY RODS - 4PCE
Lightweight and e�ortless power producing distance and accuracy.

RRP Price
10'8" #6 ONLY £289-£299 £169

SNOWBEE DIAMOND 2 FLY RODS - 4PCE
Incorporating the very latest thinking in ly rod design & material technology.
Diamond 2 RRP Price
7' #4 £139 £116
8' #4 £145 £119
9' #4 #5 #6 £155-£159 £129
9'6" #7 #8 £165 £135
10' #3 #4 #6 #7 £165-£179 £139-£149

9' #4 #5 £159 £99
9'6” #8 £149 £89
10' #3 #4 #5 #6 #8 £169 £99

SNOWBEE DIAMOND 2 SPEY & SWITCH FLY

RODS - 4PCE
Superb performance and a�ordable value.

Diamond 2 Spey RRP Price
12'6"#7 #8 £249 £215
13' #8 #9 £269 £229
14' #9 #10 £289 £249
15' #10 #11 £309 £269

Diamond 2 Switch RRP Price
10'6"#7 £209 £179
10'6"#8 £209 £179

SNOWBEE CLASSIC FLY RODS - 4PCE
he Classic Fly Rods with all-new 4-piece blanks, providing crisp,
responsive action. Ideal for those just starting ly ishing.

Classic RRP Price
6' #2/3 £55.99 £45
7' #3/4 #5/6 £59.99 £47
8'6" #4/5 £65.99 £54
9' #4/5 #5/6 £69.99 £59
9'6" #6/7 £78.99 £63
10' #4/5 #7/8 £85.99 £69-£72

SNOWBEE CLASSIC FLY ROD COMBOS - 4PCE
Designed for the most technical and demanding of light line anglers
and available in specialized sizes.

Classic Combo Kits RRP Price
8'6" #4/5 £99.99 £79.99
9' #5/6 #7/8 #8/9 £104.99-£117.99 £79.99
9'6" #6/7 £115.99 £89.99

20%
OFF

Purchase a Snowbee fly rod, fly
reel & fly line & get 20% off
the complete outfit!

SNOWBEE 790 CASSETTE REELS & BUNDLES

A Cassette Spool version of the Popular 790 model. Built to the
same exacting standards as the other reels, but itted with a
precision moulded, reinforced polycarbonate Cassette Spool.
Giving the same line capacity as the standard model, this o�ers
the advantage of quick-change, inexpensive cassette spools, so
favoured by competition ishermen. Also available as a ‘retro-it’
spool head to convert your existing 790 Geo into a Cassette reel.

Cassette Fly Reels RRP Price
Onyx #5/7 Cassette Fly Reel £62.99 £54.99
Onyx #5/7 Cassette Fly Reel plus
3 Spare Cassette Spools in Reel Case £84.99 £74.99
Onyx #7/9 Cassette Fly Reel £69.99 £62.99
Onyx #7/9 Cassette Fly Reel plus
3 Spare Cassette Spools in Reel Case £92.99 £79.99
Geo 560 Cassette Fly Reel £209 £169
Geo 560 Cassette Fly Reel plus
3 Cassette Spools and Reel Case £259 £199
Geo 790 Cassette Fly Reel £235 £179
Geo 790 Cassette Fly Reel plus
3 Cassette Spools and Reel Case £279 £210

GREYS XF2 STREAMFLEX FLY RODS - 4 PCE
Designed for the most technical and demanding of light line anglers and available in specialized sizes.

Rod Length Line RRP NOW
XF2 6'6" #3 £189.99 £155
XF2 7' #3 £194.99 £155
XF2 7'6" #4 £204.99 £165
XF2 8' #4 £204.99 £169
XF2 8'6" #5 #6 £209.99 £169
XF2 9' #2 #6 £219.99 £179

Greys XF2 Streamflex Plus 9'6"/10'
#3 #4 #5

Two exceptional rods in one. Unique 9ft 6in
extension system allows the precise dry ly rod to
be transformed into a 10ft nymph rod in seconds
- without re-threading the rings
Available in #3, #4, #5 RRP £269.99 £228.99

GREYS XF2 FLY RODS - 4 PCE
An adaptable all-rounder, XF2 is a quality rod that excels in a range of ishing situations.

Rod LengthLine RRP NOW
XF2 9' #5 #6 £219.99 £175
XF2 9'6" #6 #7 #8 £219.99 £175

GREYS GR30 FLY RODS - 4 PCE
With a slightly more forgiving action than the GR50, the GR30 allows high line speeds with the
minimum of e�ort. he GR30 looks every bit as good as it casts.

Rod Length Line RRP NOW
GR30 7'6" #3 £99.99 £88.99
GR30 8' #4 £99.99 £88.99
GR30 8'6" #5 £99.99 £88.99

Rod Length Line RRP NOW
GR30 9' #5 #6 #8 £109.99 £98.99
GR30 9'6" #5 #6 #8 £119.99 £107.99
GR30 10' #7 #8 £119.99 £107.99

GREYS GR50 FLY RODS - 4 PCE
Manufactured from high grade carbon ibre in an advanced taper design, the GR50 is a physically light
ly rod. he fast recovering, high performance action is the replacement for Greys all-time best selling
GRXI+ range is truly class leading.

Rod Length Line RRP NOW
GR50 6' #3 £129.99 £116.99
GR50 6'6" #4 £129.99 £116.99
GR50 7' #3 #5 £129.99 £116.99
GR50 8' #4 #6 £139.99 £125.99
GR50 8'6" #5 £139.99 £125.99
GR50 9' #5 #6 #8 £139.99 £125.99

Rod Length Line RRP
GR50 9'6" #6 #7 #8 £149.99 £134.99
GR50 10' #6 #7 #8 £149.99 £134.99
GR50 13' #8/9 £249.99 £224.99
GR50 14' #9/10 £249.99 £224.99
GR50 15' #10/11 £249.99 £224.99

REDUCED

1/2 PRICE

OFFER

REDUCED

REDUCED

3 SPECIAL OFFERS

Rod Length Line RRP NOW
XF2 10' #6 #7 #8£229.99 £185
XF2 Carnivore 9' #8 #9 £229.99 £185

GTS/GX REELS
Large Arbor GTS cassette reels with Greys
unique line ID system. RRP NOW
GTS500 #5 #6 #7 £49.99 £44.99
GTS500 #7 #8 #9 £49.99 £44.99
GTS700 #5 #6 #7 £99.99 £89.99
GTS700 #7 #8 #9 £99.99 £89.99
GX900 #2 #3 #4 £119.99 £99.99
GX900 #4 #5 #6 £124.99 £104.99
GX900 #6 #7 #8 £129.99 £109.99
GX900 #8 #9 #10 £139.99 £119.99
GX900 #10 #11 #12 £149.99 £129.99

REDUCED

SPECIAL OFFER

SPECIAL OFFER

ORVIS ENCOUNTER SPIN/FLY COMBO ROD
It's a spinning rod. No, it's a ly rod. Actually, it's both.

Encounter Spin/Fly Combo Rod RRP Price
7' #5 (fly) 1/16 - 3/16oz (spin) £225 £199

ORVIS SUPERFINE CARBON FLY RODS
Classic precision dominates the unsanded graphite blank with
matching graphite wraps of the Superine Carbon.

Superfine Carbon Fly Rods RRP Price
6’ - 9’ 7 Models in the range from £335

ORVIS RECON FLY RODS
Recon teams a high-performance, fast action feel with light swing
weight.

Recon Fly Rods RRP Price
7’ 11” - 10’ 7 Models in the range from £315NEW

NEW

ORVIS HELIOS 2 FLY RODS - 4 PCE
20% stronger than the original Helios, 20% lighter in hand, 100%
increase in tip-impact strength, ine-tuned tapers for unrivaled
tracking, accuracy, and lifting power

ORVIS SUPERFINE GLASS FULL
FLEX RODS
Get ready to change the way you feel. Orvis have applied modern
Orvis taper design principles to a classic rod-building material to
produce a 3-weight ibreglass ly rod that's smooth and slow, yet
crisp and strong.

Superfine Glass Full Flex Rods RRP Price
7' #3 NEW £349 £314
7'6" #4 NEW £349 £314
8' #5 NEW £349 £314

Helios 2 RRP Price
6' #2 £735 £675
7' #4 £735 £675
7'6" #3 £735 £675
7'9 #5 £735 £675
8'4" #2 #3 £735 £675
8'6" #4 #5 £765 £689
9' #4 #5 #6 £765 £689

Helios 2 Saltwater RRP Price
8'6" #2 #3 £765 £689
9' #6 #7 #8 #9

#10 #11 #12 £765 £689
9'6" #6 £765 £689
10' #6 #7 #8 £765 £689
11' #6 #7 #8 #9 £825 £749

NEW FOR 2015

NEW FOR AUTUMN / WINTER 2015

ORVIS CLEARWATER FLY RODS - 4 PCE
he all new Clearwater® Series reaps the rewards of our award-
winning Helios™ technology. Lighter and more responsive than
ever, the Clearwater Series o�ers 20 models 

Clearwater RRP Price
6' #2 £179 £159
7' #4 £179 £159
7'6" #3 #5 £179 £159
8'6" #4 #5 £179 £159

ORVIS FREQUENT FLYER FLY RODS - 7 PCE
Travelling with your ly rod has never been easier than with the 7-
piece travel ly rods Frequent Flyer ly rods. 

Frequent Flyer RRP Price
8'6" #5 £215 £193
9' #5 #6 #8 £235 £210

ORVIS ENCOUNTER FLYER ROD OUTFITS - 4PCE
Encounter ly rods are quality discount ly rods that allow novice
anglers to easily enter the ly ishing world. O�ering the most
popular sizes and line weights, these Encounter ly rod outits elimate
all the guesswork on your part.

Encounter Outfits RRP Price
8'6" #5 Includes Rod, Reel, Line & Leader £149 £135
9' #5 #8 Includes Rod, Reel, Line & Leader £149 £135
9’ 6” #6 Includes Rod, Reel, Line & Leader £149 £135

Clearwater RRP Price
9' #4 #5 #6 #7

#8 #9 #10 #12 £179 £159
9'6" #6 #7 £199 £179
10' #4 #5 #6 #8 £179-£199 £159-£179

Spare Spool 
from £55

GREYS GR70 FLY RODS - 4 PCE
Designed for river & still water anglers.

Line RRP NOW
9’ #5 #6 #7 £229.99 £206.99
9’6” #6 #7 £249.99 £224.99

Length Line RRP NOW
10’ #7 #8£269.99 £242.99

GREYS GR70 DOUBLE HANDED R/T
Double handed rod designed for river & still water anglers.

Length Line RRP NOW 
14’ #9 £379.99 £339.99

GREYS GR70 6 PCE TRAVEL ROD
Giving all anglers the ability to venture further than before.

Length Line RRP NOW
9’ #5 £239.99 £215.99

Length Line RRP NOW
9’6” #7 £259.99 £233.99

GREYS GR70 STREAMFLEX / STREAMFLEX PLUS
Fast recovering, smooth medium-fast action ly rods

Length Line RRP NOW
Streamflex 6’6” #3 £199.99 £179.99
Streamflex 7’6” #4 £199.99 £179.99
Streamflex 8’ #4 £209.99 £188.99
Streamflex 8’6” #5 £209.99 £188.99
Streamflex 9’ #4 #5 #6 £219.99 £199.99
Streamflex Plus 9’6” #3 #5 £279.99 £199.99

ORVIS CLEARWATER SWITCH RODS
High-end performance at an excellent price, giving you the back-
saving ease of two-handed casting.

Clearwater Switch Rods RRP Price
11’ #6 #7 #8 #9 £299 £269
12’ #8 £299 £269
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Simms GR4 PRO
Fishing Waders
Stockingfoot

£699

Simms G3 Guide
Fishing Waders
Stockingfoot

£549

Simms Headwaters
Convertible Fishing
Waders Stockingfoot

£449

Simms G4Z
Fishing Waders
Stockingfoot

£799

Simms G4 Boa
Wading Boots

£249

Simms G3 Guide
Wading Boots

£239

Simms Rivertek 2 BOA
Wading Boots

£189

Simms Vapor
Wading Boots

£169

Simms Freestone
Wading Boots

£159

Simms Flats Sneaker
Wading Boots

£119

Simms Zipit Bootie II
Wading Boots

£85

Simms Guide Flip
& Ebbtide Flip

£79

Simms Freestone Felt
Wading Boots

£139

Orvis Silver Sonic
Stockingfoot
Zippered Waders £355
Guide Waders £339
Convertible Waders £235

Orvis Endura Waders
RRP NOW

Bootfoot £235£149
Infinity Gravel Guards £26
Neoprene Guard Sock £25

Orvis Encounter
Felt wading boots

RRP £75 £89

Orvis Clearwater
Fly Fishing Vest
RRP £59 £49

Orvis Lightwt Super
Tac-L-Pac Fly Vest
RRP £125 £99

Orvis Hydros
Strap Vest

RRP £125 £110

Fingerless
Gloves £15
Fold Over Fleece Gloves
Convertible £15
Super Thin Neoprene
Gloves £22

Breeze Bloc £59.99
Country £79.99

SFT Breathable Waders
RRP NOW

Chest Stockingfoot £359 £289
Zip Front Stockingfoot £399 £329

Prestige Breathable ST Waders
RRP NOW

Stockingfoot Waist £229 £189
Stockingfoot Chest £249 £199
Stockingfoot Zip Front £299 £249

Prestige Breathable ST Waders
RRP NOW

Bootfoot Chest Combi Felt £249 £199
Bootfoot Zip Combi Felt £319 £269

Snowbee Prestige Nubuck
Wading Boots

RRP £149 NOW £75

Snowbee XS-Pro RRP NOW
Studded XS Tra Grip £129 £105
Combi Felt £119 £99

Snowbee Ranger
Felt Sole Wading Boots

RRP £79.99 £59

Snowbee Rockhopper Neoprene
Spike Sole Wading Boots

RRP £59.99 £49.99

Snowbee Classic
Fly Vest

RRP £43 £37

Snowbee Geo
Fly Vest

RRP £83 £75

Snowbee Geo Wading
Fly Vest

RRP £73 £65

Snowbee Superlight
Fly Vest

RRP £50 £45

Snowbee Superlight
Mesh Fly Vest
RRP £46 £39

Snowbee Prestige
Breathable Over Trousers

RRP £119 £99

Snowbee Shirts
Short or Long Sleeves

from £39.99

Neoprene Gravel Guard
made of 3mm double lined
Neoprene
£17

Snowbee Stream-Trek
Studded XS Tra Grip

RRP £139 £149 £125

Snowbee SFT Sonic-Welded
Breathable Wading Jacket

RRP £299 £269

Snowbee Prestige
Breathable Wading Jacket

RRP £139 £119

Orvis Clearwater
Wading Jacket

RRP £189 £169

Orvis Clearwaters
Mesh Vest

RRP £59 £49

Greys Strata All Weather
Jacket Brown

RRP £179.99 £139.99

Greys Strata All Weather
Overtrousers Brown
RRP £149.99 £119.99

Greys Strata Fly Vest
Lightweight & waterproof

RRP £54.99 £44.99

Scierra X-Tech Wading
Jacket

RRP £129.99 £116.99

Snowbee Smoker Cooker
Made from Stainless Steel
RRP £47.99 £39.99

Snowbee Float Tube Kit
Twin tube V Boat style
RRP £199 £179

Snowbee Prestige
Gamefisher £19.99

18 Models to choose
from - Starting from £199

11 Models to choose from

Maui Jim Sunglasses
from £89

Maui Jim BiFocal Sunglasses
from £115

Snowbee Magnalite Full
Frame £49.99

Snowbee Prestige Sport Sunglasses
2 Styles available £49.99

Gore Range Tech
Vest Pack £129.99

Marabou Vest
£129.99

Sagebrush Mesh
Vest £119.99

Open Range Tech
Vest Pack £149.99

Wasatch Tech Vest
Pack £159.99

Vaquero Waxed
Canvas Vest £119.99

Wildhorse Tech Vest
Pack £199.99

G3 Guide
Fishing Vest

£199

Guide
Fishing Vest

£149

Slick Jacket
Fishing Jacket

£449

Headwaters
Fishing Jacket

£249

Exstream Series
PrImaLoft Synergy
Insulated
Jacket £239
Trousers £179

Vertical Mesh
Fishing Vest

£119

Freestone
Fishing Vest

£79

PFG Henry’s Fork
Lightweight fishing

vest with 12 pockets
to hold all your gear.

£89.99 

Simms Dry Creek
Chest Pack

£69

Simms Headwaters
Chest Pack

£79

Simms Headwaters
Hip Pack

£99

Headwaters 1/2 Day
Hydration Pack

£99

Headwaters
Gear Bag

£99

Headwaters Packs
Sling Pack £79
Large Sling Pack £99

Simms Headwaters
Tackle Bag

£169

Elk River Youth
Vest £74.99

Simms Headwaters
Gear Bag
£189

1/2 PRICE

Airflo Outlander Gear
Bag

£39.99 

Airflo Outlander
Rolling Cargo Bag

£79.99 

Airflo Outlander
Rucksack/Chest Pack

£59.99

Airflo Outlander Vest
Back Pack
£59.99

REDUCED

CC3 XP
Stockingfoot Waders
RRP £149.99 £129.99

Snowbee Fly Vest /
Backpack

RRP £89.99 £79 

Snowbee Prestige Long
Fly-Fishing Waistcoat 

RRP £89.99 £79 

Snowbee Prestige
Breathable 3/4 Field Jacket

RRP £169 £139

Orvis Access
Wading Boots £139

Studs Extra £22.95

Orvis Pivot Boot Felt
Wading Boots £165

Studs Extra £22.95

Orvis Encounter 
Waders & Boots
Waders          from  £135
Boots             from  £69 
See website for details

Fall Run
Jacket
£189 

Kinetic
Jacket
£255

Riffle
Jacket
£255

Superlight
Trousers

£59

Superlight
Zip-Off Trousers

£69

Superlight
Shorts
£55

Guide
Shorts
£59

Shirts
from

£59 - £95

Wading Staffs
from

£99 - £129

Simms Headwaters
Full Day Pack

£149

Simms Dry Creek Back
Packs and Hip Packs

£109 - £259

• Waterproof Zips 
• 3 Layer Bonded System
• High Breathability

NEW SFT 4mm Neoprene 
Chest Waders RRP NOW
Stockingfoot £149£129
Bootfoot Combi Felt from £185£165
Bootfoot - Cleated   from £179£159



Write to the editor Trout & Salmon, Media House, Lynchwood, Peterborough PE2 6EA. Or e-mail: troutandsalmon@
bauermedia.co.uk Please include name, address, work and home telephone numbers.

L E T T E R S

Rutland rules okay
I write in response to Mr Barlow’s letter,
(T&S, January) and his concerns about
‘“rudder fishing” at Rutland.

The first aspect of the letter that
concerns me is that Mr Barlow considers
himself to be the arbiter of “what fly-
fishing is about” and “proper fly-fishing”.
He may not like the method, it may not
appeal to him but, as he correctly states,
the use of the rudder was developed
specifically to target grown-on, specimen
fish in our large reservoirs. Mr Barlow’s
concern seems to focus on the method
being “devastatingly successful” and
thereby reducing the number of
specimens for his own proper fly-fishing.
There are days on Rutland when the
dry-fly is devastatingly successful but I
assume that’s okay as long as you don’t
pack your limit bag in ice?

Pull the plugs
To add to the advice given in 
“Top Tips For Travelling 
Fishers” (T&S, December), may 
I offer the following from 
personal experience: if your 
rod sections have stoppers be 
sure to remove them when 
travelling by air, particularly if 
the rods will be in your hold 
baggage. The reduced air 
pressure at altitude will create 
a vacuum inside the rod 
sections and it may 
subsequently prove extremely 
difficult to withdraw 
the stoppers. 
Andrew Moir, via email

Rutland Water covers some 12.6 sq km 
and has depths reaching 33 m. It holds 
populations of fish that would be rarely 
intercepted by anglers adopting 
“traditional” methods. That some people 
spend their day simply towing lures 
behind a boat is their choice, it’s not my 
cup of tea and it’s only a minor tactic in 
The Big Book of Ruddering and there is 
no logical case to ban or restrict its use.

We have come a long way since the 
late 19th Century when Messrs Halford 
and Skues played out their angst in the 
sporting press about what constituted 
fly-fishing. Fly-fishing today is a broad 
church, certainly broad enough to 
accommodate all tastes on a water 
of the scale of Rutland.
Paul Dunstan, Northants 

A one-fly woman
Despite 40 years of fly-fishing, the last 
15 years on the River Isla, Perthshire, 
I have yet to catch a brown trout over 1 lb. 
Last summer my wife, with only 15 years 
of fair-weather fishing, showed me how 
to do it. Apparently the technique is to 
use the same wet-fly, no matter the 
conditions, and never change it. Using 
this method at the beginning of 
September my wife caught a superb 
brown over 2 lb, and grayling as well. I 
am in a state of confusion: do I retain my 
favourite river flies or adopt this all-
embracing single-fly approach. Or do I, 
the worst-case scenario, retire from 
fishing? Perhaps I should ban her? 
Nevertheless she’s good fun to fish with.
Terence Holmes, Taunton, Somerset

Not-so-super trawlers
There is a new Facebook page called 
“Stop super trawlers on Irish waters”. 
This is because a Lithuanian super 
trawler named Margiris has been fishing 
off West Ireland and presently West 
Scotland. The trawler has been banned in 
Australian waters so why is it in UK and 
Irish waters? There are also other super 
trawlers that operate from other 
countries. They can fish at sea all the 
time and only return to their home 
country to unload, so they are hard for 
the fisheries board to check. View the 
trawlers online at www.shipais.co.uk. 

You may recall the Icelandic fishing 
wars in the 1970s and now we have huge 
factory ships from around the world 
operating on salmon routes to our native 
rivers. Is there any wonder fish stocks 
are at an all-time low? You can view the 
impact of these trawlers on YouTube if 
you search for the video “Big Catch”. It 
clearly shows all types of fish, including 
what looks like salmon, being caught in 
huge nets. If Scottish rivers have been 
categorised, why not sectors of the sea? 
It is good that people in Ireland are 
involved in trying to raise awareness 
of this problem.
David Brew, Cheshire

’Tis the season?
Having followed the consultation, 
correspondence and discussion 
[surrounding salmon survival] over the 
past few years it seems to me that one 
point that has not been considered 
in any detail is a change to 
the length of the season. 

In the major effort to preserve 
multi-sea-winter fish anglers generally 
no longer take springers [killing fish in 
Scotland is illegal up to March 31 and 
banned in England until June 16]. 
Likewise responsible anglers nowadays 
do not kill coloured October and 
November fish.

Whether our intention is to take a fish 
or not should we really be bothering 
them at all in the early and late season? If 
we are serious about what anglers can do 
to help, perhaps a review of the season 
length would be worthwhile.

I accept that a shortened season could 
have adverse outcomes for local 
economies, employment and general 
river management but considering the 
numbers of anglers who have recently 
stated that current proposals would lead 
them to give up altogether it should at 
least be considered.

Like most, I believe that the major 
problems lie at sea and with fish farms, 
but as a life-long angler I want to do 
everything possible to help preserve 
our wonderful sport. I believe 
a season-length review should 
be part of the discussion.
Bob Sawdon, York

It’s a good idea to remove
ferrule plugs before flying, and
keep them in a safe place.
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No more nets on the North Esk? Not quite
Those of us who fish the Angus Esks 
(North and South) have been greatly 
cheered by Scottish Government’s
recent decision to stop all coastal 
netting, at least for the next three 
seasons. In particular, the absence
of Usan’s long gauntlet of 
interceptory nets that were 
deployed to the south of Montrose
should give a welcome boost to the
long-suffering South Esk.

However among the euphoria, it
is all too easy to forget that for one
of Scotland’s most deadly and 
efficient netting operations it will
be business as usual. The sweep-
netting inside the mouth of the 
North Esk at the Nab is unaffected
by the Government’s conservation
measures. It still kills about 2,500
salmon and grilse annually. I have
watched this operation in action
during low water and it can be a
sickening spectacle.

An examination of the figures
shows that the percentage of the
North Esk’s salmon and grilse stock
killed in the Nab fishery is on an
upward trend; in 2014 it was some

19 per cent (the second highest
percentage in the last ten years).
In contrast the linear trend of the
percentage killed by rods is
decreasing; in 2014 it was less
than 3.5 per cent.

Surely this is completely
inequitable? It is also galling that
the Nab kills about 2,000 sea-trout
annually – and the North Esk is not
even a noted sea-trout river!
Alistair Anderson, via e-mail
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Smoked salmon
I read with great interest your article and 
map in the December edition, which 
highlighted the Scottish Government’s 
salmon rivers classification. It appears  
to me that it is now beyond any 
reasonable doubt that salmon farming 
and aquaculture have had a direct 
impact on the rivers.

I am distressed by the present day 
reports in this magazine, particularly on 
the Ayrshire rivers. From the mid-1990s, 
for a period of around ten years, I 
collated and wrote the reports on all 
Ayrshire rivers. Some of our beats have 
declined from in excess of 900 fish for a 
season in the late ‘90s, to only 27 in 2015. 
The Scottish Government grades the 
associated river as Category 1, and the 
most productive on the west coast. 
Considering that the local boards and 
Ayrshire Rivers Trust are doing their 
upmost it is my view that there is scope 
for a west-coast wild salmon 
conservation group, to put pressure on 
the Scottish Government to force change 
on a non-environmentally friendly 
industry that is largely foreign owned. 

The Scottish Government has done 

nothing to my knowledge to encourage 
closed-containment tanks that would 
alleviate many of the environmental 
concerns. I would urge all readers to 
consider watching the film Salmon 
Confidential [view it on YouTube]. The 
Scottish Government should hang its 
head in shame at being positively 
connected with this industry.  
It reminds me of the relationship 
between the American Government  
and the tobacco industry in the 1950s, 
who were in denial of the negative 
impacts of tobacco.
Stuart Lang, Ayr

Reduce seal numbers
Not one article has been written on the 
predators of the Atlantic salmon at sea.
The answer is simple: to restore 
numbers of salmon entering the rivers 
an annual cull of seals has to take place.
Thousands of smolts are swallowed up 
by young seals that have just been 
weaned in the months of May and June.
The vast number of seals that live from 
the Thames to the Orkneys and 
Shetlands are thriving on juvenile 
salmon running to sea and adults 
returning to spawn. Until this situation 

is rectified the poor catches of rod-
caught salmon will continue. Iceland, 
Canada, Norway, and Russia all carry 
out an annual seal cull every year. No 
matter how much money is donated,  
it will make no difference to  
Save Our Salmon, so keep  
your money in your pocket.

The trouble is that most people think 
that a seal is a cuddly animal, when it is 
in fact a fox of the sea and will not only 
kill to eat but for fun as well. If our 
salmon are to return in large numbers 
then the Government will have to 
restore the balance of nature.
Edward Kublin, Aberdeenshire

A fisherman’s choice
I have fished rivers in Scotland for over 
40 years and in the 1970s, before fish-
farms spread along the west coast of 
Scotland, wild salmon were a joy to see. 
In the ‘80s when the farms became 
common, salmon fishing changed as 
farm escapees entered the rivers and 
wild fish populations began to decline.

Today in the space of one generation 
salmon populations have gone from 
healthy to the angler being asked to 
return all the fish caught.

Coastal netting will no longer blight the North Esk, but in-river nets remain.
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It is not the angler who is at fault here 
and the angler should have the choice to 
take one or two fish for the table. 
John A Robertson, Perthshire

Not a coarse fisherman
Oh, so now, suddenly, everybody has 
woken up. Television features and 
newspaper articles from angling 
associations and beat owners decrying 
the shiny new Scottish Fisheries Bill 
have appeared. Well gentlemen, you 
should have got off your backsides long 
ago. This has been in the pipeline for the 
past two or three years and, apart from 
the odd one, there has not been a peep 
or whimper from anybody. Sticking your 
head in the sand simply does not work. 
It will take between two to five years 
before the full impact of the draconian 
measures of the Scottish government 
take effect. Visiting anglers and local 
anglers, myself included, just simply 
will not fish Category 3 rivers. Why
should we? We are game anglers not 
coarse fishermen. Why pay big rates to 
return salmon when we could go pike 
fishing instead? The general decline in 
monetary income to angling 
associations, private beats and Scottish 
tourism in general will finally finish off 
the majority of Scottish salmon rivers. 

But don’t worry, we still have those 
lovely fish farms to supply that cut of 
salmon. It’s enough to make you weep.
Iain McCleod, Berwickshire

Bass and disease
Firstly, the headline “Bass Bashing?” In 
defence of the letter (December) by Mr 
Mike Elias, there must be some 
connection between creating bass 
nurseries nationally some 20 years ago 
and declining stocks of migratory fish, ie 
more juvenile predators need more prey 
but anyone who has seen the value to the 
economy of bass will understand why the 
Government made that decision. 

Secondly, the Ten Point Plan of Action 
from the Angling Trust and Fish Legal 
for the Salmon Summit, held by the UK 
Government, is only repeating policies 
that have shown little progress or success 
over the last 20 years. In my view [the 
Plan and Summit] have more to do  
with “jobs for the boys” [and don’t] 
address the core problem. 

I would suggest they are looking in the 
right direction but not at the main 
culprit, which, after looking at timelines 
and spread, points to the naturally 
occurring virus Infectious Salmon 
Anaemia to which Atlantic salmon 
succumb. I urge all readers to look up 

this virus on the internet and the 
findings of Canadian biologist Alexandre 
Bryant Morton, in particular. 

Lastly, I would like to repeat what was 
said by Natural Resources Wales to 
anglers and netsmen at a recent fisheries 
meeting in Carmarthen, “We do not 
think, and are not implying, that rod or 
net fisheries are the cause of stock 
declines.” But everyone’s conclusion by 
the end of the meeting was that we will 
be the ones paying the price – after the 
salmon themselves, of course. 
Stephen Brown, Pembrokeshire

High price of everything
Richard Donkin and Terry Boulton 
(Letters, January) are right but don’t go 
far enough. If we get down to the nitty-
gritty: the price of tackle from retailers 
is ridiculous – rods and reels cost an 
arm and a leg and the postage-and-
packaging is as much as the item you 
are purchasing.

Not enough people are attending 
game fairs because of the entry fee, £30, 
with which you could buy a new fly-line. 
Day-tickets on reservoirs are expensive, 
too. It goes on and on. No wonder 
youngsters are not interested in the 
sport and fishermen are disillusioned.
Mark Norwood, Staffordshire
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TIE BETTER FLIES
Do you suffer from big heads or lumpy bodies? Follow these 

general hints and tips to achieve the perfect trout fly

HOW TO

Choose the correct thread
Use of the wrong thread is often the cause 
of a poorly tied fly – especially where 
smaller trout patterns are concerned. The 
smaller its diameter, the neater the fly will 
be. However, a small diameter usually has 
greater weakness and there is nothing 
worse than the thread breaking halfway 
through the making of a fly or – worse – 
while adding the final few turns to its head.

For those with a heavier touch, we 
suggest you try one of the new super-
strong, yet very fine threads, such as 
Nano Silk by Semperfli (www.semperfli.
net). These threads are exceptionally 
strong for their diameter and will bind 
down materials securely while eliminating 
bulk. Their shiny surface will slip on certain 
materials and they can cut through others 
(bucktail and fine hackle stems), but once 
you get used to the required tension and 
the space they save when building heads, 
you’ll find it difficult to go back to your 
standard 8/0 and 6/0 threads.

Leave room at the front
One of the main reasons for an untidy 
head is that too little room has been 
left for wings and/or hackles at the 
front of the fly. The less room you 
leave after tying the body, the more 
difficult it will be to trim and cover 
waste materials after tying 
in wings and hackles. 

On trout flies we suggest you leave 
1 mm-1.5 mm of bare shank between the 
dressed body and the eye of the hook. This will 
allow you to bind wings and hackles securely while 
leaving space for a neat head. 

Some hooks have bigger eyes than others and 
these can help contain the thread turns, which might 
slip over a smaller eye.

Level the 
underbody
To tie a neat under 
body, the base layer 
of thread must be 
free of lumps and 
completely level. So 
when you are using 
a rib make sure the 
waste end extends 
the full length of the 
body before you cover it with thread. This is especially 
important with tinsel bodies. Dubbed bodies can – to 
a degree – hide slight bumps and imperfections. 
Strong and very fine thread will reduce bulk. 

Select the right hook 
Some hooks have short shanks, some long shanks. 
Some have big, down-turned eyes and others straight 
eyes, sweeping bends and curved shanks. 
Your options are huge, but if you are struggling 
to tie a neat, well-proportioned fly it is worth sticking to 
an all-purpose hook. You can tie most patterns on all-purpose 
hooks, including wet-flies, nymphs, Buzzers, dry-flies and 
lures. Not only are they available in the widest range of sizes 
(size 8-16 in many cases), but you can get them in heavy and 
standard gauge wire. More importantly, these hooks have 
classic proportions: a distinct round bend that helps 
determine where the body should finish; a medium-length 
shank suitable for tying all types of bodies (dubbed, palmered 
and tinsel); and a good-sized eye that will help contain 
your thread when finishing the fly. 

We recommend the following standard hooks:
For Stillwater wet-flies, nymphs, Buzzers, lures and 

sea-trout patterns try: Kamasan B175, Fulling Mill Competition 
Heavyweight, Veniard Osprey Heavyweight Wet Fly, 
Hayabusa 761 Competition Heavyweight or Partridge 
Wet Heavy Supreme.

For Stillwater and river dry-flies and nymphs try: Kamasan 
B170, Fulling Mill All Purpose Medium, Veniard Osprey Wet Fly 
Standard, Hayabusa 373 Medium Weight and Partridge Super 
Dry Supreme (L5A) or Midge Supreme (L5A/M). Nano Silk comes in 

a range of colours.

Lay the waste  
end of the rib 

along the length 
of the body to 

avoid lumps.

Allow space for 
the hackle, wing 

and head.
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KNOW HOW

Take a step 
backwards
If you are tying a 
fly and at any 
point it doesn’t 
look right, you 
must have the 
discipline to go 
back and start 
again. A fly that 
you are not 
happy with is 
unlikely to make 
it on to your cast.

Get the right proportions
One of the secrets to catching fish is 
to have confidence in your fly. You are 
more likely to tie on a fly that looks 
right. If its wing or hackle is too long, 
or the tail is slipping around the hook 
bend, that fly will sit in your fly-box 
from one season to another. Therefore, 
achieving the correct proportions is 
paramount. The basic rule of thumb 
for trout, wet-flies, dry-flies and 
nymphs is as follows.

Don’t scrimp when buying materials 
You can’t make a silk purse out of a sow’s ear, so try not to 
scrimp by buying cheap materials. For example: good 
dubbing will take to thread better; good peacock herl will 
not be so brittle that it snaps; and good feathers have less 
broken tips and finer stems. Some materials, such as 
cheap capes, are better for certain applications than more 
expensive ones (see Peter Gathercole’s article on capes 
for trout flies on p62), but in general the more you pay the 
better the quality and the better the finished fly.

Make perfect heads
A smooth, glossy head will not 
increase a fly’s fish-catching ability, but 
we all want our flies to look good, don’t 
we? To achieve a perfect head you 
should have two bottles of varnish – 
of different viscosity – on the go at the 
same time. Apply two or three coats of 
the more liquid varnish first, allowing 
each coat to soak into the thread 
before applying the next (with Sally 
Hansen’s Hard As Nails, that’s no less 
than 20 minutes between coats). Then, 
once these coats are dry, add one layer 
of the thicker varnish to form the 
smooth, shiny outer coat. 

Avoid getting varnish on the body 
and hackles by applying it with a 
dubbing needle rather than the brush. 
NOTE: Varnish thickens over time, so 
to increase viscosity, add thinners.

Wind your way to a better body
Dubbed bodies: The most common fault of a dubbed body is 
overdressing. On trout wet-flies or nymphs where seal’s fur or 
a similar dubbing is used, bulk will compromise the tightness 
of the rib (whether wire or tinsel) and cause it to work loose. 

A hard, tightly-dubbed body will make hackles and wings 
stand too proud. It is better to apply a rope of looser dubbing 
to form a softer body. That way the rib can bed in, allowing the 
dubbing to flare out to form the desired segmentation. If after 
a few turns you think the dubbing is too dense, unravel and 
start again. Unwinding the rope usually loosens the dubbing 
enough to spread it further along the thread to make it thinner. 

Winding a rope of seal’s fur quickly (but evenly) usually 
results in a softer translucent body. 

If tying imitative dry-flies and nymphs for rivers, you WILL 
need a tighter dubbing rope to form a tight tapered body. This 
is more easily achieved with finer artificial dubbing. To achieve 
the desired taper you will need greater control of the rope’s 

width – starting with a 
fine rope at the rear of 
the body, getting fatter 
as you wind towards the 
eye of the hook.    
Tinsel bodies: There are 
two ways to achieve a 
perfect tinsel body. The 
first, for bigger flies (size 
10 upwards), is to add 
two layers. To do this catch in the tinsel a few millimetres from 
the eye of the hook and wind in touching turns down to the 
end of the shank, then wind it back towards the eye to form a 
double layer and tie off.

On smaller patterns you will only be able to use one layer of 
tinsel. You should start at the tail end and wind in overlapping 
(rather than touching) turns to avoid gaps.  

Prepare your surroundings 
To clearly see a fly’s proportions, 
the amount of dressing you are using 
and any imperfections in materials 
during construction, you need an 
uncluttered backdrop and as 
much light as possible. 

You therefore need a good desktop 
lamp, preferably fitted with daylight 
bulbs or tubes and, even more 
importantly, a white or grey backdrop/
sightboard to your fly. 

The latter can be a purchased from 
most fly-tying retailers or you can 
simply prop up a piece of card 
behind the vice.  

The better 
the dubbing, 
the more it
grips the 
thread.

Quality feathers
make good hackles.

Two bottles and 
several coats make 
glossy heads.

Nymph 

Wet fly

As a general rule, hackles (full and 
throat) should be slightly longer than 
the gape of the hook, the tip of a wing 
should reach just past the bend of the 
hook and tails should be same length 
as the shank.

Dry fly

A loose rope 
helps to make 
a translucent 
body.



MASTERING 
THE RETRIEVE

Stan Headley discusses the six key styles of line retrieval 
for trout fishing on stillwaters

Stan Headley 
has been 

fishing for 
trout since he 

was a boy 
and is author 

of Trout & 
Salmon Flies 
of Scotland 

and The Loch 
Fisher’s 
Bible.
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T
HE TROUT’S principle method of identifying potential
prey is through eyesight. As I’ve explained previously, to
a trout movement triggers a thought process which goes
like this: if it moves it is probably alive; if it is alive it is
probably edible; if it is edible then it is worth investigating,
which can only be done with eyes and mouth.

This then underlies the very basis of fly-fishing and our flies must be
made to trigger this fundamental aspect of fish behaviour. To do this,
for most of the time, we impart motion to our flies. The river fisherman
largely uses the flow to impart this motion, while the stillwater angler
must use various retrieves. There are external factors that affect choice
of retrieve, and I will hope to identify these while delving into the 
mechanics of the different options.

In my early days I learned that fly-fishing for trout wasn’t just about
“chucking it out” and “hauling it back”. A classic example of this happened
during a day pulling wet-flies on Loch Harray on Orkney. I was fishing
away, failing to elicit any response from the trout and by late afternoon I
was bored, cold and pretty fed up. I chucked the flies out, sighed, turned
to my boat partner and said “For the love of gawd…” The sentence was
never completed – as the flies sank undisturbed, a trout slammed into
my size 10 Black Zulu, nearly wrenching the rod from my hands. The fish
weighed around 3½ lb, a very notable Harray fish at that time. 

Another indication that methods of retrieve are critical is when winding
in or making minor adjustments to boat position, with line still in the 
water. This long, steady, continuous fly movement can often result in a
response after a fruitless day and proves that when you can’t catch it is
not always because the fish are not there. If you are to catch more fish  
you must routinely try various retrieves to suit the mood and feeding 
behaviour of the fish on a given day. There are, to my mind at least,  
six major methods of retrieve to try.

This method of retrieve involves a simple recovery of fly-line, involving
a simple pinch (to trap the line) and a roll of the fingers (to recover the line).
The amount of line retrieved with each individual action is only a matter of
inches, and generally it is done in a continuous manner so that the line
maintains a slow, yet steady progression through the water.

Although this method can be employed with all line densities, it is fair to
say that it is most commonly used with floating and slow-sinking lines.

The “steady progress” of this retrieve is ideally suited to imitative  
buzzer and nymph fishing as no other retrieval method can replicate the 
natural movement of insect larvae. It is used less often when wet-fly fishing
for wild fish where less imitative and more suggestive flies need a  
faster retrieve to fool fish. 

When I’ve been drifting at speed or I’ve had cold, immobile fingers,  
I have tried to match this retrieve with slow, steady pulling, but you  
just cannot replicate the speed and action of a figure-of-eight  
retrieve successfully.

It would be wrong to imagine that a figure-of-eight retrieve  
always imparts movement to the line, as the method is often used  
merely to combat the speed of the drift. It is also employed prior to the 
commencement of other forms of retrieve in order to let the flies sink  
to a predetermined depth while keeping in contact with them.

No fly-angler can fish effectively without this retrieve in their armoury.

The figure-of-
eight retrieve 
keeps you  
in touch with 
your flies as a 
sinking line is 
sinking and also
when a very 
slow retrieve is
needed for 
Buzzers and 
nymphs on a 
floating, 
intermediate or
sink-tip line. 

1. Figure-of-eight

KNOW HOW

What is a negative retrieve? It is one in which line is
recovered to eliminate any slackness, without moving
the leader and flies. When static buzzer fishing this is
an essential technique – if slackness in the line is
allowed to develop you will not see subtle takes and 
miss them. Classic conditions for this are most often 
found in boat fishing when you are drifting towards 
your flies, but can occur in bank fishing, primarily 
when casting into the wind where the line will drift 
towards you.

The best way to eliminate this slackness is to use 
the figure-of-eight retrieve, and to watch the line 
beneath the rod tip as it responds to the retrieve. If the 
line starts to straighten, slow down; if it slackens and 
loses any tension, speed up. Concentration is needed 
to achieve the right balance. 

When buzzer fishing be prepared to adapt to the 
changing taking behaviour of the fish. Last season 
was a prime example. At the start of the buzzer 
extravaganza, a very small amount of tension was 
needed because the confident trout would swim 
away with the static Buzzers and hook themselves.  
As the fish became savvier, a figure-of-eight retrieve 
was needed to keep the line straight (more tension) 
because the takes were subtle and easily missed. As 
the buzzer hatches faded, interest was best achieved 
by a slightly faster figure-of-eight in which the flies 
moved gently through the water.

Dry-fly fishing almost always requires a negative 
retrieve. If the wind is slight then no line recovery is 
best – I do like some slack line between me and my 
dry-flies to allow the fish a chance to turn away with 
the fly, without feeling any resistance. This also allows 
a modicum of natural drift to the flies. However, in a 
decent breeze, especially from a boat, some line 
retrieval will be necessary to keep in touch with the 
flies should a fish take. Normally in such a situation I 
will incorporate short, slow pulls, but a figure-of-eight 
retrieve will also work.

If dry-fly movement is needed to imitate what is 
happening with natural insects on the water (such as 
a Daddy-long-legs or Sedge skating across the 
surface) then you need a faster type of retrieve.

Too much tension in the line and the flies will move.

This is perfect. There is just enough tension in the 
line to see any delicate lift, without moving the flies. 
When static buzzer fishing you should react to any 
slight lift in the line.

Too little and the line will be too slack to see takes.

2. Negative retrieve
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The simplest, dare I say original, line-retrieval method is
hand-lining, pulling or stripping – call it what you will.
This involves pulling a length of fly-line from near the
rod-holding hand, back towards you at a desired length.
This strip may be a foot-long or as far as your arm
will stretch backwards.

In the good old days, the rod was generally held above
the horizontal, forming a large loop of fly-line between the
rod tip and water. Between pulls, the loop sags towards
the boat and in so doing keeps the flies continually
moving, albeit more slowly.

Today we tend to hold the rod horizontally or almost
touching the water, which forms a smaller loop. Therefore,
there is less slackening of the line. Rather than
a continual movement of the flies, there is
more of a stop-start rhythm.

This modern approach has nothing to do with providing
a more attractive retrieve style, but everything to do with
better hooking practice for rainbow trout, which feed on a
horizontal plane and don’t need to turn down on a fly to be
hooked. I always employ the modern style for rainbow
trout for the reason given, but the old-style rod position is
without doubt the better method for wild brown trout that
feed on a vertical plane and do need some slack to allow
them to turn down on a fly to increase the chance of
hooking them.

There is no set speed for stripping/pulling – it is
dictated by trout preference on the day. Nor is there a
fixed formula for the length of each pull. It can be long,
which equates to a smooth pull, or short, producing a
staccato effect. My preferences are the former
for wild trout, and the latter for rainbows (and, surprisingly,
saltwater sea-trout).

Standard wet-flies, mini-lures, large lures, Blobs and
even Boobies are best employed with this technique as
they are less imitative and therefore require more
movement to trigger the desired response.

The roly-poly retrieve, first employed on the Midlands reservoirs, is designed to 
produce a steady travel without breaks or interruptions. For rainbow trout, 
which often like to chase a fly, this retrieve can prove irresistible.  

An explanation of this system goes something like this – make a normal  
cast, tuck the rod under the armpit of the casting arm, and then using both 
hands in succession, strip the line back from the butt rod ring towards the 
stomach. Both the uninterrupted progress of the flies and the speed will attract 
fish, and pattern is not the major factor, although flashy, bright and highly  
mobile lures tend to work best.

Sinking lines and intermediates are favoured for the roly-poly, although 
buoyant flies such as Boobies can be fished to deadly effect on a floating line 
when fish will chase a fly at the surface. This surface disturbance method is 
most effective late in the season.

3. Traditional hand-lining
4. Induced take

5. Roly-poly

The “induced take”, or the “lift and hold” as it is often called, is 
only a part of a retrieve system and can be added to any of the 
other retrieval systems described here.

It is employed when there is a belief that a fish is moderately 
interested in the flies, but needs a spur to commit. The standard 
mechanics of the induced take are as follows: at the end of the 
retrieve, raise the rod from horizontal to near vertical in a steady 
movement and then stop when the top-dropper fly is in the 
surface film. The philosophy behind this manoeuvre is to attempt 
to persuade a following fish to imagine that its target is about to 
escape. It can be remarkably successful and can be used with all 
lines from floating to fast-sinking. 

In my wild trout heydays, using floating lines and wet-flies, 
most anglers would skate or “bob” a top-dropper fly, such as a 
Bumble or other palmered wet-fly, to emulate hatching and 
emerging flies, but with the demise of many freshwater insect 
species this tactic lost its power. An adapted technique to allow 
the flies to simply “die in the water” without the “lift” component 
largely replaced the “bobbed” or skated fly.

In wet-fly fishing it is normal to fish bushy, palmered flies on 
the top dropper when using this tactic because they have the 
mobile dressings to seduce fish. When using reservoir 
techniques I tend to fish a vague imitator in this position, 
reflecting items in the food chain.

The roly-poly 
retrieve is the only 
way to perform a 
fast, unbroken 
retrieve. Some 
people don’t like 
this method as the 
rod is tucked 
under your armpit 
rather than being 
held in your hand. 
Both hands are 
used to retrieve 
line, working  
in tandem.

Experiment with the length of 
the pull to find the retrieve 
that is most enticing to trout  
on a given day.
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QWhen we talk about
retrieves we tend to think
about horizontal movements
(towards the angler), but it
should be borne in mind that,
even with the fastest recovery,
there will be some degree of
vertical movement (sinking of
the flies or line/leader)
depending on the density of
the fly-line used. With faster-
sinking lines, it could be that 
the sink rate is faster than the 

retrieve rate. The retrieve path
will, therefore, include more
than one vector.

QWhen using slow retrieves
for Buzzer or nymph fishing
on a floating or sink-tip line the
flies can move into and out of
the level at which the trout are
feeding, and thus they operate
practically and successfully 
for only a percentage of the 
retrieve. This can be 

combated by intermittently
introducing a long, slow draw
of line to lift the team of flies
through the water column
allowing them to drop through 
the taking zone again. 
Alternatively, you can use a 

buoyant pattern such as a
Booby or FAB on the point
position to hold the team of
flies at the required depth.
This “washing-line” technique 
can be used on any  
density of fly-line.

A MIXED retrieve is one where a concoction of retrieves is needed to
spark interest. I have found this to be more useful for rainbow trout
than for wild fish, and why this should be is a mystery.

It could be argued that mixing the retrieve, adding the element of
variation, makes it more likely that you will just stumble across the
correct element on that particular day. However, my strongest
objection to a mixed retrieve is that one must continually think
about inserting the variations and this compromises rhythm,
which I believe is a major component of any retrieve style. I find

that a retrieve style adopted subconsciously brings the best rewards.
However, when fishing slowly, in such techniques as Buzzer or

nymph fishing, it is possible to add variation – such as a long, slow
strip to lift the team of flies through the water column – without
compromising rhythm. It is more difficult with a fast retrieve.

Having said all that, the best mixes I find are stopping dead during
a fast retrieve or adding a short burst of pace to a static one.

A mixed-up retrieve can be used with any line density and all
manner of flies.

If you are getting plucks and pulls, but no firm takes, varying the retrieve may determine how the fish want a fly. But you risk losing rhythm.

Retrieve your flies 
back to the boat 
in the normal 
manner...

6. Mixed retrieve

1

Then, rather than lift off 
to re-cast, lift the rod tip 
steadily – stopping when 
the top dropper fly can be 
seen just beneath the 
surface. Now hold the fly 
there and watch your line 
for any aggressive 
downward movement. If a 
fish takes, you usually 
need to react quickly and 
strike rather than think 
the fish will hook itself. 

2

Sink rates and taking zones
“There will be some degree of 

vertical movement depending on 

the density of the fly-line used”
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CHOOSE 
THE RIGHT 

HACKLE
Peter Gathercole offers a no-nonsense 

guide to buying capes and saddles
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M
OST OF THE 
hackles used for 
tying flies still 
come from 
common domestic 
fowl, sourced from 

distant parts of the world, particularly 
China and India. These birds are bred 
for meat and eggs, rather than to supply 
hackles (feathers) specifically for 
tying artificial flies. As by-products, 
the hackles are therefore fairly 
cheap. The downside is that their 
overall quality and consistency can 
be lacking. But they are still good 
enough for most fly-tying 
applications (wet- and dry-flies) and as 
such are hugely popular.

There is an alternative. About 40 years 
ago it was becoming difficult to source 
classic cock hackles. Their slim-profile, 
steely fibres and lack of water 
absorbency made them perfect for tying 
dry-flies, especially for use on rivers. 
They were also desirable because 
floatants then were nowhere near as 
effective as modern ones and therefore it 
was important the hackle itself should 

repel water for it to float long enough to 
tempt a surface-feeding trout.

To meet demand, along came the 
purpose-bred “genetic” Hoffmann’s 
Super Grizzly hackles. They were a 
revelation. The density of the fibres, 
the flexibility of the stem and range of 
perfectly sized feathers were of a 
quality that had never been seen before – 

though they were hugely expensive.
So today the range of price and quality

of hackles is considerable.
The hackles used for the majority of 

flies come from a bird’s neck (called the 
cape) and its back, between the base of 
the neck and the tail (called the saddle). 
Factors to consider when choosing a 
hackle are symmetry, stem-thickness 
and profile, plus fibre-density. Stem 
thickness is important because it has a 
direct impact on how difficult the hackle 

is to apply. The thinner and rounder the 
hackle stem the easier it is to wind. On 
medium-sized flies this isn’t a huge 
issue but it causes a problem when tying 
very small flies. It’s a double whammy 
because the less dense the hackle, the 
more turns that are needed to create the 
right effect. On very small hooks, size 16 
or smaller, the result is excessive bulk 

and a clumsy-looking fly. In the
extreme, a thick, brittle stem can
break, rendering the hackle useless.

Colour is also important. While
brown hackles are the most widely
used, the black, grey and white
barring of the grizzly feather is

incredibly popular. Other important
colours include grey (blue dun) ginger,
Greenwell, Furnace and Badger. The
latter three are identified by having a 
black centre and lighter fringe of colour 
– ginger, brown and white, respectively.

Defining what makes a top-grade cape 
or saddle is not an exact science. Often it 
is a combination of factors including the 
size and number of usable feathers, 
plus their colour and the amount 
(usually tiny) of damage.

“Factors to consider when 

choosing a hackle are symmetry, 

stem-thickness and profile”

CK CAPES
This is the neck             dian and genetic. In the best 

selectively-bred                all enough to 

         

GENETIC CO
Price: £40-£70, depe

Although top-quality gen
expensive, the consistent
fibres and their density m
value than it might appea
highest grades are only re
dry-flies – in fact, they’re b
dry-flies for river fishing. O
effect of the current has l
the fly, softer hackles trea
floatant are more effectiv

Natural colours include
medium red brown, grizz
furnace, white and badge
colours include shades of
dun, blue dun and iron blu

The Blue- 
winged 
Olive Dun.

A parachute 
Adams with a 
grizzly and red 
game hackle.

Long, slim and with a consistent fibre length, 
the genetic hackle is dry-fly perfection.

The quality and range of dun shades 
are ideal for upwinged imitations.
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GENETIC COCK SADDLE
Price: £40-£100. £50-70 for a good-quality dry-fly patch.

Where once it was the male bird’s neck feathers that produced the
perfect dry-fly hackle, today due to selective breeding, the cock
bird’s saddle feathers do, too.

The most dramatic result of selective breeding is the
transformation of the wide webby feathers found on the
normal bird into slim hackles of an incredible length a
density, making them ideal for tying the smallest

In the extreme, a genetic gold-grade Whiti
which offers a hackle as perfect as you ca
very small dry-flies, will set you back m
– and that’s if you can find one for

All the standard natural and
available, plus many other
such as splash, brassy

COCK SA
The fibre-types and lengths of normal cock saddle hackles m

and salmon. Selective breeding has created patches with a more consistent range of feather sizes, ideal for tying on

size 12-8 hooks, which reduces waste and improves value for money.

STANDARD COCK SADDLE
Price: £20-£25.

Standard saddles are available in a
wide range of natural colours. There’s
also a comprehensive range of dyed
saddles such as black, golden olive,
yellow, hot orange, red, claret and blue.

CHINESE COCK CAPES
Price: £10-£15.

Generally larger than cock capes from India and though they
contain a proportion of small feathers, most are better suited to
standard wet-flies from size 14-8. The feathers also have a small but
noticeable taper – when winding the feather around the body
(palmering), the longer fibres can be used nearer the head, tapering
to shorter fibres near the tail for an attractive profile.

The range of natural colours is limited but due to the high
proportion of pale creams and whites they’re usually sold dyed in
colours such as olive, red, claret, blue and yellow. (NB: the quality of
Chinese hen capes is not usually good enough for fly-tying.)

INDIAN COCK CAPES
Price: £8-£10.

Smaller than their Chinese counterparts these cock capes come in a
much wider range of natural colours, from rich browns, known as
red game, to ginger, grizzly, Cree, badger, Greenwell and furnace.

Their fibre density is good, ample for general dry-fly and wet-fly
applications, though stem thickness can be an issue when tying very
small dry-flies.

For stillwater dry-flies, the fibre density is perfect for a sparsely
tied pattern, making it more suitable than a genetic hackle and for a
fraction of the price. In the lower grades, which have softer fibres,
the stem length of an Indian cock hackle makes it ideal for tying
body hackles on patterns such as Soldier Palmer and various
Bumbles and Dabblers.

Chinese cock hackles are perfect 
for tying size 14-18 wet-flies.

Indian cock hackles are 
versatile and economical.

The Golden 
Olive Bumble.

The Green 
Peter. The Silver Daddy.

Standard 
saddle capes 
are ideal for 
tying big, bushy 
wet-flies.

The Sparkle 
Gnat.

Chinese 
cock capes 
are often dyed 
in olive, claret, 
blue and yellow.

Indian cock 
capes come in a 
wider range of 
natural colours 
than Chinese 
capes.

Use for 
tying salmon 
patterns, too.

A cape like 
this might 
set you 
back more 
than £50.
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HEN HACKLES
For delicate patterns to be fished beneath the surface, hackles from female birds provide the perfect feather. Soft with 

        they are considerably more water-absorbent than a high-grade cock hackle, 
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type of feathers for stiff dry-fly hackles, so there are females that
exhibit similar traits, too.

Interestin ly, there’s been a artial halt in the drive for the
d that
uired
en
re
oval

INDIAN HEN CAPE
Price: £5-£10 depending on grade.

Like its male counterpart the Indian hen cape is relatively small but
still contains plenty of feathers in the size 12-16 range. They have soft,
webby fibres and are what can be considered the traditional style
of hen hackle. They are also available in a wide variety of natural
colours, making them ideal for tying the majority of traditional
wet-flies including patterns such as the Greenwell’s Glory,
Wickham’s Fancy and the Ginger Quill.

Natural colours include cream, ginger, medium red brown, grizzle,
Greenwell, furnace and white badger. 

Soft feathers, 
perfect for 
sparse hackles.

The speckled 
plumage gives 
a great impression 
of insect legs.

Genetic hen hackles are 
ideal for stillwater nymphs.

Soft webby fibres 
are perfect for 
classic wet-flies.

The Snipe 
and Yellow.

Hare’s Ear 
Spider.

Greenwell’s 
Glory.

  

Snipe plumage 
offers a range 
of wing lengths 
for flies.

Tie partridge 
in by the tip. 

A range of 
feathers in a good 
variety of colours.

Thi    
win    
muc  



PUZZLED BY TECHNIQUE? FRUSTRATED BY FISH?
CRAWFORD LITTLE OFFERS SOME NO-NONSENSE SOLUTIONS

Salmon     Surgery

Crawford Little
has fished for

salmon at
home and
abroad for
50 years.

Having worked
in rural estate
management,
he now runs a
consultancy

advising
on the

management
of salmon
fisheries

and other
sporting
property.

Appealing to young rods

Q
WHEN I was a
teenager I could fish
for salmon on certain
rivers for free. Is it the
same nowadays?

Surely with the lack of young
anglers fishing for salmon we
should be making it easier for
them to access the sport?
David Thomas, via e-mail

A
ONE IS always keen to
encourage youngsters to
become involved in
sports of whatever kind.

And in principle, I have a great
deal of sympathy with your
argument. However, I fear that in
practice “free salmon fishing for

youngsters” might simply prove
that you get what you pay for in
this modern world. If you get my
drift. Another way of saying that
if we want to attract more
youngsters into the sport, what
we should really be thinking
about is making it easier for them
to catch fish, rather than perhaps
chucking a line over empty water.

You might have already read
this month’s “Words of Wisdom”,
written by Sir Edward Grey (page
68). He knew a thing or two about
the enjoyment of sport, and
fishing in particular. The
expectation of a bite or rise, the
thrill of hooking a fish, the fear of
losing it, and that almost

indescribable feeling of playing it
on rod and line.

Fair enough. But as the father
of three sons, let me tell you this.
Youngster cannot thrive on
expectation alone. Which takes
me back to what I was saying
about chucking a line over
empty water.

That aside, another obstacle in
the way of introducing youngsters
to salmon fishing as most see it is
that salmon fly rods, reels and
lines – not to mention the
incidentals such as waders – are
inordinately expensive for the
great majority of parents. And
such an outfit can only be used for
salmon fishing. Which is a charge
you cannot level at a fixed-spool
reel, a general-purpose rod, some
monofilament and a pair of
wellies. An outfit that will cover
almost anything from roach and
chub to pollack and mackerel.
And even salmon, at a pinch and
if the rules allow.

Perhaps it might be better if the
“adult” fishing world
concentrated its efforts on
introducing youngsters to
fishing, pure and simple.
Preferably in the company of
like-minded friends. There will
be time enough for those seduced
by “the spirit that seems to enter
a rod” – or indeed a hand-line –
when a fish is hooked and played
to decide whether or not salmon
fishing is for them.

“Salmon fly rods, 

reels and lines are 

expensive for the 

great majority 

of parents”

At first, it is most 
important that young 
anglers catch fish – of any 
species – rather than
struggle to cast a fly-line 
on a river with few salmon.
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Q
I’VE BEEN thinking about 
buying and trying tapered 
leaders for salmon fishing 
as I hear they will improve 
presentation, but what

strength and length should I be
looking at and how should I attach a 
tippet? Some people use tippet 
rings and others a straight knot.
Conrad Smyth, via e-mail

A
PERSONALLY, I make my 
own leaders, rather than
buying the ready-tapered 
variety. But given that you’re 

opting for manufactured leaders,
let me concentrate on the questions 
you’ve asked – starting with 
the strength.

I would opt for the same tip strength 
that I would use in a level leader, taken 
straight off the spool. That is, about 

12 lb or 14 lb breaking strain for a 
medium-sized fly (say a size 6 double). 
With stronger (thicker) tips for larger 
flies, and slightly weaker (thinner) 
tips for smaller flies. Though I would 
be loathe to go much below 
10 lb breaking strain on 
a double-handed rod.

As to length, some would equate 
this to the length of their rod. The
leader being slightly shorter. So 
perhaps a 13 ft leader as a maximum 
for a 14 ft rod. But there again, other 
factors need to be taken into 
consideration. For example, if you are 
casting into the teeth of a stiff breeze 
and/or with a bulky, air-resistant 
pattern, a shorter leader will turn over 
better and improve that all-important 
presentation of the fly.

Tippet rings or straight knot? For 
starters, you shouldn’t need to add a 

tippet to the point of a commercially 
produced, tapered leader. For the 
simple reason that it’s already there. 
It’s only when you’ve changed your fly 
a few times, which inevitably means 
nibbling into the front of the leader, 
that you will need to add a 
replacement length of level nylon. And 
in most circumstances, I would opt for 
a knot. That said, tippet rings are 
increasingly popular. Particularly for 
adding a thin tippet to a fairly thick 
leader point. Or if you decide to add a 
fluorocarbon tippet to a “nylon” leader. 
And so on. But a word of caution. Don’t 
imagine that you can knot on a tippet 
ring and leave it there for all time, 
through umpteen changes of tippet. 
Playing a salmon can put a great 
strain on knots, and a third or fourth 
salmon might be more than an 
un-replaced knot can bear.

TAPERS AND TIPPET RINGS

Q
I’VE JUST acquired
some rod racks for my
car, but I’m concerned
about scratching the
paintwork. How can

I avoid this and have you ever
had them work loose
when driving?
Selly Rankin via e-mail

Give it three shakes...

A
THE THING that might 
scratch your paintwork 
is grit and sand on the 
sucky or sticky bits. 

Or muck that’s already there 
because it has been months since 
you bothered to wash your car. 
Lazy fellow.

To avoid getting grit on the 
suction pads, always make a point 
of sticking your two racks together 
whenever they are off the car, and 
preferably store them in a stout 
plastic bag. I will not presume to 
tell you how to wash your car…

Have I ever had them work
loose? I suppose the classic was 
when I visited a remote Highland 
river with my old rod racks and 
new Land Rover Discovery. 

Try as I might, I couldn’t get 
the racks to take hold. 
Fool that I am, it was

a minute or more before it 
dawned on me that magnets and 
aluminium body panels are not 
good bed-fellows. Duh.

That aside, I have had rod racks 
slip on one occasion. When I’d 
rushed their attachment in a

heavy downpour of rain. 
Thankfully, I wasn’t hurtling 
down the open road when I 
noticed the rods and rack 
hovering across my bonnet. 
Equally thankfully, the rack on the 
roof held firm. Nowadays, I give 
the racks a couple of shakes, then 
another for good measure, and 
that seems to work. He says, 
while reaching for a piece of 
wood and throwing salt over 
his shoulder…

Keep suction 
pads free of dirt 
by sticking 
them together.

Magnets or 
suction keep 
the racks 
secure.



 M

68 February2016    www.trout-and-salmon.co.uk  

“In angling, as in games, the earliest obvious characteristic is the desire for success and the consequent 

excitement. To those who are born anglers, this excitement presents a peculiarly attractive and irresistible 

aspect. There is first the expectation of a bite or rise, the sudden thrill when it comes, and directly a fish 

is hooked the overwhelming anxiety as to whether it will be landed. There is more than this; there is 

the spirit which seems to enter the rod and line in playing a fish. They who do not feel these 

things will never care much for fishing.”

Fly Fishing, Sir Edward Grey, 1920
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HEATHER’S SHRIMP
Ross Macdonald unpeels the many layers of his clear-water pattern

There are a few points worth making about Arctic 
runner. The length and softness of the fibres varies. 
Some patches can be very short and stubby and
others have lovely long guard hairs and soft underfur. 
When selecting patches in a shop think about the 
tasks at hand. For the first layer, I prefer to use 
shorter guard hairs and underfur to give lift and to 
support the longer, softer mid-layer, which should 
have long guards and a little underfur. The final layer 
should also be short, and sparser than the first layer. 
You will find this style of tail, tied correctly, is mobile, 
lifelike and will hold its shape. 

The first hackle should be quite long – to the bend of 
the hook – and should cloak the body. I originally tied 
it with a black wing and recently have used fiery 
brown. It’s just a notion, but I think it looks good and 
hints at the Green Highlander. 

When tying my shrimps on tubes and coneheads 
I will not use a tube longer than ¾ in. The finished fly 
just doesn’t look right beyond that, and a ½ in body 
would be my preference. For the coneheads I use a 
single piece of tubing: a Eumer small liner, with 
a 2 mm diameter, is ideal and removes the need to 

splice two different diameters 
together. Just burr the end 
sufficiently to hold the 
silicon, dress as normal 
and add the cone. 

To the best of my knowledge, the 
biggest fish to have been landed on 

a Heather’s Shrimp is a sea-trout. Dee McColgan had 
a fantastic trip to the famous Rio Grande in 
Patagonia, landing some very large sea-trout, 
including a beauty of 26 lb, taken on a Heather’s 
Shrimp conehead. I must admit that I didn’t envisage 
my shrimps being used for big Patagonian sea-trout 
but Dee, to his credit, was insistent about the colour 
scheme – and he proved his point. 

H
EATHER’S SHRIMP is a variant of 
my Park Shrimp and was first 
tied in 2008. I wanted to create
something with a cold, clear-
water feel and a nod to the Green
Highlander. After naming flies

after my children, it seemed only fair to have one
named in honour of their mum.  

The green/yellow/chartreuse spectrum can be seen
in many flies. The Ice Maiden springs to mind and
fluorescent yellow is an important part of the Posh
Tosh. And, of course, there is one of the greatest lures,
the Yellow Belly. My father liked chartreuse in the
springtime and would often tie big Ally’s Shrimps
with a chartreuse or fluorescent yellow hackle and
tail. He would also swap it in Black-and-Yellows, Willie
Gunns and Fast Eddies. I have no idea what 
difference it made to the salmon, but it did make a
difference to him and like many good fishers he 
always fished with confidence and his confidence
started with the fly.

I began playing with layered tails about ten years
ago. I had seen it in wings, particularly those tied in
the Scandi style, and I wondered
how that could be replicated in
Scottish-style long-tail flies.
Layering the tail is a crucial part of
tying my style of shrimp and after
trying lots of different materials, I
settled on Arctic runner (Icelandic
pony hair). A tail properly tied with Arctic runner
will look slinky and lifelike in the water. I see many
copies out there, usually tied with fox and, frankly,
they look awful. Some commercial tying companies 
seem to prefer cheap over good and the finished 
products are a testimony to that with their 
heavy-looking lumpy tails. I like fox and use it 
extensively – just not for layering tails.

Ross 
Macdonald 

is a well-
known 

fly-designer 
and tyer who 
has a lifelong 
passion for 
salmon flies 

and the 
stories 

behind them. 
He is based in 

Aberdeen.
Visit: 

macdonald 
salmonflies.

co.uk 

Tail Black Arctic runner (short), 
yellow angel hair, chartreuse Arctic runner (long), 

peacock angel hair, black Arctic runner (short) 
Tag Oval silver  Butt Holographic silver lite brite  

Body Black seal’s fur, UTC mirage rib (small) 
Wing Fiery brown or black fox with jungle cock  

Hackles Chartreuse cock, tied long, 
yellow badger over  Head Black

“You will find this style of tail, 
tied correctly, is mobile, 

lifelike and will hold its shape”
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GOT A TROUT-FISHING PROBLEM? RONNIE GLASS OFFERS 
SOLUTIONS FOR BETTER SPORT ON RIVERS AND STILLWATERS

Trout Surgery

Ronnie Glass
is a Tweed

commissioner
and chairman

of Kelso,
Coldstream

and the
Borders
Anglers’

Association.
He has been
a national

champion on
rivers and
stillwaters,

and is fishing
manager

of the Orvis
shop, Kelso.

Q 
I HAVE a scoop net for 
my river fishing, but 
its mesh is wide and it 
sometimes splits the 
trout’s tail and fins. 

How do you land and release 
fish safely?
Tom Collingwood, Bolton

A 
THERE ARE some 
anglers that like to 
bring their trout and 
grayling in to hand

rather than use a net to land 
them. I will, too, if a fish is  
coming in quietly and I can see 
the fly – I’ll use a wet hand  
and a twist of the hook or  
a push from a releasing tool.

TAKING CARE OF TROUT
However, as I play my fish quite 

hard, so that I can then release 
them before they become tired, I 
think it is kinder to use a net. With 
a wet hand I hold the fish gently 
through the mesh of the net and 
then turn it upside down to calm 
it. I then slip out the hook and, 
after a quick look to admire its 
beauty, release it by turning the 
net inside out.

I have never caught a fish with 
damaged pectoral or pelvic fins 
but on rare occasions I have seen 
torn dorsal or tail fins. To help 
protect these delicate fins, some 
tackle-makers produce fine-mesh 
rubber net bags. McLean Nets 
from New Zealand produces a 

good net bag for £17.99 and 
Snowbee has two sizes at £7.99 
and £10.99. Brodin wooden-frame 
nets are quite expensive but it 
sells a bag, at £35, which feels 
“slimey” when wet and is very 
kind to fish.

There has been an amazing 
turnaround in our attitudes 
towards the fish we catch. Up to 
the early 1990s it was rare for a 
trout or grayling to be returned at 
all – if it was within the particular 
size limit. I can still remember 
the first jaw-dropping moment 
when I saw a takeable trout  
being returned on the Tweed. 
Today, I do not know any anglers 
who kill river trout.

A fine rubberised 
mesh is kinder to a 
fish’s protective slime.
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Write to: Ronnie Glass c/o Trout and Salmon, Media House, Lynchwood,
Peterborough PE2 6EA. Or e-mail: caster@glass20351.plus.com KNOW HOW

Q 
TO ADD weight to Minkies, 
Tadpoles and Humungus
patterns is it better to use
dumbbell eyes or make a
lead underbody? 

Henry Pressell, via e-mail

A 
ALL THE lures we used in the
1970s were unweighted but
the Sweeney Todd, Appetiser,
Whisky Fly and various

Muddlers caught plenty of fish for me.
When Trevor Housby introduced the
Nobbler in 1981 that all changed. I can 
remember tying my first lead-head on to 
the leader and thinking, “Let’s see if this 
really is that good.” Just as I was about to 
lift after my first retrieve and was 
jokingly telling myself that the fly was 
useless, there was a sharp pull and I was 
into a fish. By getting another on the 
next cast, and quickly catching five, I 
realised that I was on to something.

For three or four years I only
fished with these head-weighted lures.
I experimented with many colours while
additions, such as fine tinsels in the tail 
and bodies palmered with cock hackles, 
mostly grizzle, filled my boxes. 

I never bothered with lead 
underbodies, which produce a level
drop and retrieve. For me, it was the 
head-weighted fly, falling headfirst and 
then turning back up when pulled, 
producing an erratic up-and-down 
action, that proved deadly. I enjoyed the 

injured-fish effect, but after a few
years I vowed not to use the black
version any more – my fishing was
becoming both predictable and boring. 
Once I started competition fishing, 
I gave up on using weighted 
lures completely. 

I was recently outfished by a boat 
partner who was using a Yellow Dancer 
lure. He found it hard to understand 
that I enjoy fishing within the 
boundaries that I have set myself 
and do not need to catch a fish.

DUMBBELLS AND INJURED FISH

Tie in a length of thread alongside the
hackle and wing post.

Wind the length of thread down through
the hackle.

Wind the hackle around the wing post 
and thread in close turns and secure.

Tie the length of thread down at the head 
and cut away the waste end.

Tying the hackle this way raises the fibres 
so the body hangs below the surface film.

WHEN HACKLES 
RISE…

Q 
HOW DO you stop the 
hackle from riding up the
wing post of a Klinkhamer
or Paradun?
Keith Landau, via e-mail

A 
IT COULD be argued that a
properly tied post with a
tightly wound hackle 
should not slip. In practice,

unless steps are taken, the hackle will
work its way up the post, becoming
loose as it does so.

My solution is to tie in a length of
tying thread along with the wing post
(see sequence, right). The thread 
should be long enough to grip in your
fingers but not droop down and get in
the way. After the hackle is wound
around both the post and thread, the
hackle is then secured in the usual
way. The thread is now worked 
through the hackle, being careful not
to trap any of the hackle fibres, and
tied down as the head is finished.
With a normal amount of tension, the
hackle will remain in its natural 
position. With Klinkhamers, by 
pulling the thread really tight before
securing, the hackle will tilt forward,
lifting from the body and allowing it
to dip deeper below the surface.

Another method, first promoted by 
Oliver Edwards, is to tie in a slip of 
foam outside the wing post. Once 
again, the hackle is wound around 
both the wing post and the piece of 
foam. After finishing the fly, the foam 
is then pulled tight and snipped off 
just above the hackle on both sides of 
the post. Done properly, the foam 
will flare slightly and form 
a barrier to the hackle.

1 2

3 4

5

A head-weighted fly rises when line is pulled and then sinks – mimicking a struggling fish.
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A buoyant Suspender Buzzer 
can also be deadly fished 
below the surface on a 
sinking line.

The breathers on a Shipman’s 
lie flat in the surface film.

A Sugar Cube 
emerger is a great 
fly for twitching 
across the surface.

Buoyant 
foam 
Beetles are 
good in 
broken 
water.

CDC and elk are great 
for Sedge patterns.

The structure of Cul De 
Canard feathers makes 
them very buoyant. No 
floatant is needed and 
flies leave a “natural” 
footprint on the water.



tippets Rib Flat silver Body Black seal’s fur
Body hackle Black hen Head hackle Black Hen“The extra bulk of the

seal’s fur and addition of the
body hackle make it an
obvious choice for the

top dropper”
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R
UMMAGING THROUG
can throw up happy m
provide just the anti
winter days. Many o
of my boxes have h
tales to tell and, th

fish-catching credentials, have hel
for nearly 30 years. One such is th
Seal’s Fur Black Pennell.

Mr H. Cholmondeley Pennell’
something close to it (I believe t
cock hackle and a wisp of golde
over the tippets) has also stoo
standard is one hell of a fly: s
and simple, it’s a buzzer patt
one. Yet people seem to stru
They are often unsure how
where and how to fish it.

Sure, for out-and-out sta
fishing, we have moved o
way and the rest – quill, he
history. What we have in t
and highly successful, gen
to your cast and pull it thr

they call flies like this “pulling Buzzers”; 150 years
ago, Mr Cholmondeley P called it the Black Pennell.

The palmered seal’s fur version is a useful addition
to any fly-box and complements the standard dressing
nicely. It can also complement the standard very
nicely on the cast. For me, the standard is a little
limited; its spiritual home is the tail position. It’s
a slim fly, performing best in smaller (12, 14) sizes,
and is therefore a fly for fishing relatively slowly.
It’s ideally suited to classic loch-style, or being
stroked back in conjunction with more modern
flies and techniques.

The seal’s fur version is more than happy to do a
day’s work in any position, depending on conditions,
and the size, style and colours of its teammates. The

extra bulk and “buzz” of the seal’s fur and the addition
of the body hackle make it an obvious choice for the
top dropper, and fished in conjunction with the
standard on the tail, has scored well for me on many
occasions. With its wider, flat-tinsel rib providing
extra flash and attraction, it’s well suited to the
middle. Drop it down to the tail if you want
something to stay higher for a little longer.

Tiny tweaks, big benefits.

SEAL’S FUR 
BLACK PENNELL
Rob Denson prai        
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Rob Denson 
has fly-fished 
for trout for 

25 years, 
visiting all 

four corners 
of Britain and 

Ireland, 
combining 
his love of 
fly-tying, 

photography 
and a rolling 

wave 
Website: 

robdenson.
co.uk
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A modern sling pack will carry all the tackle and clothing you need 
for a day’s fishing. We put the latest models through their paces
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WHICH 
SLING PACK?



T
HERE ARE so many 
ways to store and carry 
tackle, but we think the
modern sling pack is one
of the best solutions. It is
worn on your back, out of

the way, and then slung forward to rest
on your chest when you want access to
its contents. Tools in constant use can
be hung from its chest strap. The pack is
held in place by an adjustable side strap,
which is easily released when you want
to bring the pack forward. 

It’s efficient and comfortable for the
mobile salmon or trout fisherman 
who needs to travel light and cast 
without hindrance. 

It beats a traditional game bag, which
may hang too low when wading, lack
pockets or be so bulky that it must be left
on the bank. It has advantages over a
waistcoat, which will hold a lot of tackle
but is an extra layer of clothing that will
make you warm in summer. 
A waistcoat’s laden pockets can also be
cumbersome and its dangling tools can
catch line to spoil a cast. 

Sling packs come in an assortment of
sizes, and thinking about the items you
usually carry is an important part of
choosing the right pack for you. Small
bags are a great lightweight option
when all you want to carry is a box of
flies, leaders and a few spools of tippet.
But some packs are big enough to carry
bulkier or heavier items, such as a 
waterproof jacket or spare reels. 

Another key feature is the number
and location of attachment points for
carrying tools and a net. It is useful to
be able to carry a pair of forceps on
the front of the strap so that there is
no need to unsling the bag to unhook
a fish. Similarly, a net is ideally 
carried high on the back and most 
bags will have a D-ring or other loop 
style attachment for a lanyard 
or net retractor.

There are a number of bags in this 
review that are water resistant, and one
that is waterproof, which may be 
something to consider if you regularly
face bad weather or like to wade very 
deep. One thing to consider with this
type of bag is that, as difficult as it is
for water to get in, it will be equally
difficult for it to get out so it is important
to thoroughly dry the inside of the 
bags should they take on water.
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Tel: Daiwa, 01698 355 723
Web: daiwasports.co.uk

A net could hang from the side D-ring.

Tel: Leeda, 01908 442 950
Web: leeda.co.uk

Mesh pockets line the inside of the bag.

“It's an efficient and

comfortable storage

solution for the 

mobile salmon or

trout fisherman”

DAIWA ROTO
£29.99

The Roto is similar in looks to the Snowbee 
Sling (p79) but has fewer features. It's also 
a lower price and offers good value for 
money. It is unusual in that it fits over the 
left shoulder, swinging round to the front 
under the right arm – which means you 
need to move your rod out of the way if 
you’re a right-handed angler. The main 
compartment has a tongue divider that 
creates a separate space, though a heavy 
item might fall through it when slung. 
There are mesh pockets for spools and 
leader packets, plus a handy glasses 
cleaning cloth. The small front 
compartment adds a bit of extra storage 
for a camera or sandwich. There is a 
forceps sheath on the chest strap with a 
velcro closure, a D-ring plus a fabric band 
to which you could pin a retractor. The side 
strap is adjustable. Although there is no 
net loop on the chest strap the D-ring on 
the side of the bag would allow you to 
carry one at your side. 

FEATURES 
• Forceps sheath  
• Net D-ring on 
 side of bag 
• Internal tongue 
 divider 
• Sunglasses 
 cleaning cloth 
• Large main 
 compartment 
 with mesh pockets

LEEDA VOLARE
£29.99

As with the Daiwa Roto, the Volare is worn 
over the left shoulder meaning that a right-
handed angler would need to tuck their 
rod under the left arm to swing the bag to 
the front. The side strap is adjustable and 
there is a D-ring on the chest strap on 
which to clip a tool. There is a small 
compression strap at the top of the pack 
but no obvious place to attach a net. In 
style it is more like a backpack/rucksack. 
An internal divider splits the main 
compartment. When the bag is swung to 
the front there is access to the bottom half 
where there is good storage and several 
mesh pockets for tippet and leaders. The 
top half can be accessed from the side or 
the top with more storage space for 
sandwiches, sunglasses and other items. 
A smaller front pocket adds further room 
with an external mesh pocket and mesh 
bottle holder. 

FEATURES 
• Large main 
 compartment 
• Internal 
 divider and
 mesh pockets 
• Small front 
 compartment 
• External water 
 bottle holder 
• D-ring on front 
 of chest strap
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Tel: Steve Peterson, 07772 235 428
Web: flyfisheurope.com

SIMMS 
WAYPOINTS LARGE
£119

This is a large high-quality bag with lots of 
storage. The main compartment has 
several elasticated mesh pockets and a 
removable divider, which creates a space 
for a water bottle. To the side of the main 
compartment is a stash pocket with a key 
clip. The middle pocket could carry spare 
shooting heads or a selection of leaders. 
The moulded “work station” at the front is 
large and has two good-sized mesh 
pockets – but it might be hard to reach if 
the main bag is full. There is no obvious 
place to hang a net, but there are fabric 
loops to which a retractor or carabina 
could be clipped. The pack comes with a 
Simms tippet holder and floatant caddy, 
which can be attached inside or outside 
the pack for easy use. There are two 
external retractor points: one on the chest 
strap and one on the side of the bag. The 
side strap is fully adjustable and there are 
further compression straps on 
the bag for holding 
a jacket. 

FEATURES 
• Moulded work 
 station 
• Detachable 
 tippet holder and 
 floatant caddy 
• Large 
 compartment and 
 lots of storage 

Lots of pockets to keep things organised.

Tel: Guide Fly Fishing, 01977 681 300
Web: guideflyfishing.co.uk

FISHPOND 
SUMMIT SLING 
 £99.99

This is a neat high-quality pack with many 
different attachment points to suit a 
variety of clips and zingers. It sits well on 
the back and the adjustable side strap 
holds it securely in place. The foam 
padding with mesh cover make it 
comfortable to carry. When swung to the 
front all the pockets are easily reached and 
the moulded “work surface” provides a 
stable platform; the included foam fly 
patch is held firmly by velcro and can be 
removed. The front compartment has 
smaller internal pockets for tippet spools 
and other small items. The middle and 
back pockets have good storage space 
though no internal dividers. A hard plastic 
loop high on the strap will carry a net with 
retractor. This pack would be an excellent 
choice for the angler who likes to carry lots 
of tools and gadgets.

FEATURES 
• External water    
  bottle holder 
• Removable fly 
 patch 
• Moulded work 
 surface with 
 small internal 
 pockets 
• Multiple 
 retractor 
 attachment points 
• Two good-sized 
 compartments

Fly patch can be removed for extra space.

Tel: Orvis, 0333 400 4177
Web: orvis.co.uk

ORVIS 

SAFE PASSAGE  
£69

This pack features one large main 
compartment with internal pockets, a key 
clip, and a velcro strip for attaching a 
waterproof pocket (sold separately, 
£9.95). The middle compartment also has 
internal pockets. There is a small front 
pocket. The bright green interior is very 
useful for finding small flies if you drop 
them. The forceps sheath on the front of 
strap is handy; its magnetic closure is 
secure. It is possible to attach a zinger, too. 
At the top of the strap is a hard plastic loop 
for a retractor, allowing you to carry a net 
on your back. The fully adjustable side 
strap uses a closed loop of fabric to 
contain loose ends. Cord loops on the 
outside will take a tippet tee or carabina 
clip. A zinger can be attached inside the 
middle pocket and threaded through to 
the outside where a protective hood 
prevents nippers from catching loose line. 
This is an excellent pack for the price.

FEATURES 
• Forceps  
   sheath 
• External water 
 bottle holder 
• Covered 
 attachment 
 point for nippers 
• Bright interior 
 for better     
   visibility
• External fly patch

The outside is a stealthy drab olive colour. 
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OTHER PACKS WORTH CONSIDERING...

SNOWBEE
SLING BAG  £49.99

Similar to the Daiwa Roto but with the addition of an 
external water bottle holder, a small front mesh pocket 
and a D-ring on the strap for a net. The top pocket is 
separate from the main compartment and will hold a 
camera, sandwiches or other stash items. A reasonable 
mid-price option.

Tel: Snowbee, 01752 334 933   Web: snowbee.co.uk

ORVIS
GALE FORCE £125

Fitted with water-resistant zips and with some of the 
features of the Orvis Safe Passage sling. It has two 
internal zip mesh pockets, a forceps sheath and 
a magnetic retractor point on top of the bag. This 
is a good pack for sustained wet weather but it 
won’t survive a full dunking.

Tel: Orvis, 0333 400 4177 Web: orvis.co.uk

PATAGONIA
ATOM STEALTH £79.99

A neat, light bag with good retractor attachment 
points, but it has faults: the zip pocket on the strap is a 
bit small to be useful and the waterproof pocket opens 
upside down. The side strap adjusts for length but not 
height. However, the moulded workstation is a handy 
space for changing flies. A good lightweight option.

Tel: Patagonia, 0800 0260 055 Web: patagonia.com/eu

WILLIAM JOSEPH
CREEL £129.99

This bag has a detachable pouch with a magnetic 
closure (it closes like a clam) and good storage.
Handily, the straps can be swapped for right- or left-
handed use. Both compartments are roomy but there 
are no internal pockets and a gusset hampers access. 
There are few attachment points.

Tel: St George Sporting, 01604 811801   Web: stgeorgesporting.co.uk

VISION
AQUA £99

A simple design that is water resistant and will
therefore thwart heavy rain. There are two D-rings on 
the chest strap for a net and tool. Both compartments 
have internal mesh pockets with zips. The height of the 
side strap is not adjustable but the length can be 
altered for a better fit.

Tel: Guide Fly Fishing, 01977 681 300   Web: guideflyfishing.co.uk 

FISHPOND
THUNDERHEAD
£179.99

The most striking feature of this pack is 
the large waterproof zip on the main 
compartment. There are a number of 
water-resistant packs available, but 
there is a difference between being 
waterproof and water resistant. Under 
test conditions in the bath, the main 
compartment remained completely dry 
despite full immersion and squeezing. 
The smaller front compartment let in 
water as it is only water resistant, which 
is worth remembering if you’re planning 
to wade deep. The main compartment 
has plenty of space and a small internal 
pocket. There are seven attachment 
points for different types of retractor, 
three D-rings, and a sleeve on the back 
of the bag for a net. Compression straps 
(for a jacket) can be added to the 
base of the bag. The side strap is 
adjustable. A tube of lubricant 
to keep the main   
properly is inclu

FEATURES
• Waterproof
 main pocket
• Water-resistan
 second pocket
• Lots of retracto
 points
• Net loop on str
• Fully adjustabl
 side strap

Tel: Guide Fly Fishing, 01977 681 300
Web: guideflyfishing.co.uk 

The zip requires occasional lubrication.

CONCLUSION
Every bag we looked at has something to recommend it. The Daiwa and Leeda sling packs 
represent excellent value for money, though don't have the features of the more expensive 
options. The Fishpond Thunderhead is very pricey but you are paying for the impressive 
waterproof zip. The Fishpond Summit has so many retractor points you can configure it an 
almost unlimited number of ways, while the Simms has fantastic internal storage. Overall, we 
felt the Orvis Safe Passage offered the best combination of function, design and value. If you're 
looking for a better way to carry your kit this season, a sling pack is well worth considering.



A LOOK AT THE LATEST KIT FOR THE DISCERNING GAME-FISHER

T A C K L E
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SUMMER DREAMS OF SMALL STREAMS

A LINE FOR ALL OCCASIONS

 
 
 

 
 

The Little Dipper
has a 5 ft sink-tip.

The Hoverer is a
slow intermediate.

The Mid-Zone
sinks at 3 IPS.

The Deck-Zone
sinks at 7 IPS.

THERE ARE ten lines in Wychwood’s new 
Connect Series. Their descriptive names 
indicate how they perform, for instance the 
Feather Down Floater is a floating line with 
a longer slim taper for better presentation 
while the Big Dipper is a 10 ft sink-tip. The 
odd line out is the River Nympher (£34.99), 
which is an ultra-thin line for Czech 
Nymphing, and doesn’t have a welded loop. 

We tested the Rocket Floater, which 
shoots line very well making it easy to 
achieve distance, while turning over leader 
and fly nicely – even wind-resistant flies 
such as Minkies and Snakes. It will make 
short-range casts, too, if needed. They are 
great value for money.

Price: £29.99. Tel: Wychwood, 01908 442 
949. Web: wychwoodgame.co.uk

The Brook range of rods from Scierra is designed for smaller waters. We tried the 7 ft 6 in model 
for a 3 wt line. It is smooth loading and very enjoyable to cast. Overhead it will present a fly 

neatly at close range but is more than capable of making longer casts when required. 
It roll-casts well, too, which comes in handy when fishing overgrown streams. This is a great 

little rod for a good price. Available in lengths from 7 ft to 10 ft for lines 2 wt to 6 wt. The Brook 
comes in a rod sock and a carbon tube that has a useful cordura carrying handle.

Price: £149.99.
Tel: Svendsen Sport, 01827 59659. 

Web: scierra.com
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Secure velcro
sleeve closures
keep out water.

Bellows breast
pockets have

plenty of
storage space.

The hood can be 
tucked away in the 

collar when not in use.

Three layers of 
Gore-Tex provide 
protection against 

wind and rain.

These inexpensive 
Foam Fly-boxes from 
Veniard are decidedly 
simple. The box opens 
concertina fashion to 
reveal four banks of 

foam ridges. The cork finish matches that 
of Veniard accessory packs and fits 

comfortably in a shirt pocket. The box is 
light and will float if you drop it in the water. 

Its foam construction means it is unlikely 
to be quite as durable as aluminium 

or plastic boxes.

Price: £40. Tel: 0808 234 0229.
Web: columbiasportswear.co.uk

WHEN THE WEATHER 
OUTSIDE IS FRIGHTFUL
THE G3 GUIDE Jacket is the latest offering from Simms, designed 
to be lighter than other jackets without compromising on features. It is 
very expensive, £429, largely because of its peerless build quality and 
use of Gore-Tex weatherproof fabric. It also has a proven design. 

The hood and hem have pull cords to seal you in. The cuffs close 
with solid velcro fastenings to keep water out of the sleeves. On the 
front of the bellows pockets there are two side-entry zip pockets for 
tippet, leaders or other smaller items. When conditions are really cold 
then two fleece-lined handwarmer pockets provide respite. A zipped 
pocket on the inside will safely store your phone or car keys. 

There are two built-in retractors, which are a little short for forceps or 
pliers as you would struggle to reach the fish, but they will work well 
with nippers or other close-range tools. A small foam fly patch attaches 
to a velcro strip above the right-hand pocket, or the patch can be 
removed and the velcro strip tucked up inside the jacket out of the way.

Available in Army green, lead or fury orange. Sizes: S to XXL.

Price: £429. Tel: Steve Peterson, 07772 235 428. Web: flyfisheurope.com
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F L Y
This vinyl is easily cut and
peeled from its backing card.
It’s made in 21 colours:
glittery Galaxy (below);
ten holographic colours
(middle); and four metallic
lazer colours (far right).

Use these fine (18/0)
threads for tying
traditional North Country
patterns as well as other
small and delicate flies.

An Ice Maiden variant with
a fluorescent yellow Holo

Vinyl body, ribbed with
fluorescent green wire.

OUR PICK OF THE BEST TOOLS AND MATERIALS

This sticky-back vinyl comes in 
90 mm x 60 mm sheets and is ideal for 
covering tube bodies. Simply cut a strip, 
roll it around a tube – as you would
make a Christmas cracker – and you’ll 
have an instant and vibrant body (it’s 
adhesive but you will need to add a rib 
to hold it in place). The coloured 
layer is also covered by clear, outer
vinyl and is therefore protected 
from sharp teeth. 

There are two finishes available. The 
HD Galaxy Vinyl has a fine glitter-like 

sparkle and comes in seven colours 
including a rich green, a dark cranberry 
with red sparkle, a glittery black, 
white/pearl ice sparkle, red, silver 
fry and the most glittery and our 
favourite, gold.

The bigger Holo Vinyl range has four 
standard flat metallic finishes, 
including lazer steel, lazer gold, lazer 
silver and lazer hulk green, but we feel 
these are overshadowed by ten 
outstanding holographic colours. If you 
want a great holographic body then try 

black, blue, fuchsia, hulk green or red, 
but our favourites are fluorescent 
shrimp pink, orange, yellow, silver and 
gold. If you want to make a statement on 
a Willie Gunn, or any other hairwing, 
these are stunning.

Price: HD Galaxy £2.95 or £17.50 (full set); 
HD Holo £2.95 or £22.12 (full set).
Contact: Flybox, 0800 8620117; 

www.fl yboxdirect.co.uk

Spyder thread is ideal for tying small and lightly dressed river patterns – for 
example, traditional North Country flies. Semperfli says this 18/0, two-twist 
polyester thread has a 15 per cent stretch and a breaking strain of 14 oz. 
Useful information for the exacting tyer, but we were most impressed with its 
semi-translucency and the way it lies flat. It is also colour-fast. There is no doubt 
that it is fine and will break easily unless you tie with finesse and care – 
something you must learn to do with delicate flies. 

Spyder thread is not waxed so you will have to apply wax manually, 
but even without it, fine dubbings will stick to it easily. Use it 
for tying sparsely dubbed bodies on Spider patterns 
or dry-flies for rivers.

Colours include: black, brown, dark brown, golden olive, hot 
orange, navy, olive, pink, red, silver, steel, white and yellow.

Price: £1.50. Contact: Semperfl i stockists, 01757 333 001; www.semperfl i.net

FLYBOX HD VINYL

 SEMPERFLI SPYDER THREAD



Available
individually or

in a mixed hank
of six colours.

Dyed Coq-de-leon
badger patches for
Mayfly and olive
patterns.

Un-dyed
pardo (top) and

plain light dun
(below).

The wonderfully
suggestive tail fibres
of Coq-de-leon.

If you are looking for a material to use for shucks and wings on 
spinners, emergers and dry-fly patterns, this fine, slightly crinkly 
material is ideal. Z-lon traps air bubbles within its slightly sparkly 
fibres and will give your imitations a broken silhouette and lifelike 
appearance. It also floats.

Hank colours include white, light dun, medium dun, dark dun, 
ginger, brown, olive, olive brown, black and cream. If Z-lon is new to 
you Orvis offers an assortment pack that contains six strands each of 
white, medium dun, ginger, brown, olive, and cream.

These shoulder patches, taken from
Coq-de-leon roosters, are a sought-after
material for tying tails on dry-flies.
The feathers’ fibres are long,
beautifully glossy, stiff, perfectly
tapered and translucent when backlit.
We don’t think you’ll find feathers of
better quality or greater variety.

Coq-de-leon roosters originate in
Spain and are the oldest genetic bird
bred for fly-tying. Their feathers vary 
from plain to uniquely speckled – the 
mottled and translucent pardo feathers, 
in particular, give a delicate and close 
impression of a natural insect’s tail. Use 
them for all your spring olive and 
March brown patterns. Grayling fishers 
also use them for tails on nymphs. 

Whiting produces two tailing packs. 
The Mayfly Tail Feathers pack includes 
Coq-de-leon badger patches dyed in 
black, brown, medium dun, olive, 
pale yellow and tan. The Un-dyed 
Coq-de-leon Feathers pack comes 

in light, medium and dark speckled
(pardo) or light, medium and
dark dun (plain).

Pheasant rump patches have two key feather   
use to the fly-tyer. The smaller back feathers h  
a similar appearance to partridge feathers an  
can be used for head hackles on trout flies. 
The larger feathers at the tip of the patch are 
a great alternative to heron or spey hackles, as 
used on classic salmon flies and modern 
intruders. They could also be used as tails on 
Irish shrimp patterns. 

The quality of these patches is high and they 
dyed in a range of gorgeous colours including 
olive, yellow, red, orange, black, purple, 
fluorescent hot pink and fluorescent blue.

Price: £4.99.
Contact: Funky Flytying, 01823 617 373; 

www.funkyfl ytying.co.uk  

ORVIS Z-LON

WHITING TAILING PACKS

NATURE’S SPIRIT 
RINGNECK PHEASAN
RUMP PATCHES

Price: £6.50; £14.95 (assortment pack)  Conta t  O      

Price: Mayfl y tail feathers, £9.99; Coq-de-leon 
tailing feathers, £14.50. Contact: Funky Flytying; 

01823 617 373; www.funkyfl ytying.co.uk  
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DEREK BINGHAM REPORTS ON HOUSES WITH FISHING FOR SALE

P R O P E R T Y
Do you have a property with fishing for sale? E-mail: troutandsalmon@bauermedia.co.uk

TROUT IN THE
CENTRAL BELT

A stunning listed home with river fishing near Edinburgh

IN THE past, paper mills were built on
prime sites by rivers. Beside them were
often proprietors’ houses. The mills have
long since gone but the houses remain –
one fine example is Glenavon House.

In the shadow of Linlithgow Palace,
birthplace of Mary Queen of Scots and
home of the Stewart kings until the time
of James VI (James I of England),
Glenavon commands a superb position
overlooking the River Avon. It is 21 miles
from Edinburgh and 33 from Glasgow.

The grade B listed house was
completed in 1886 to a design by the
architect James Graham Fairley for
James Lovell, who owned the Avon
Paper Mill on the east side of the river.

The mill has long since been demolished
though remains of the wooden bridge
that connected it with the house
can still be seen.

Accommodation includes three
reception rooms, three main bedrooms,
each with their own bathrooms, and four
further bedrooms. Extensive mature
gardens sloping down to the river
include tennis court and croquet lawn
and a vinery and greenhouse for which
there is planning permission for
conversion into a two-bedroom
apartment. In all there are more than
two acres and fishing rights for trout on
the river. Strutt & Parker’s Edinburgh
office (0131 226 2500) ask £1,100,000.

Sandstone Glenavon House is Grade B listed for its “Renaissance Jacobean detailing”.

Three reception rooms and seven bedrooms. The River Avon has trout and salmon.

£1,100,000
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ANOTHER FORMER paper mill
proprietor’s home is Grove House at
Shotley Bridge, 14 miles from Corbridge
and just under 15 from the centre of
Newcastle in County Durham.

It is built on the site of the Shotley
Grove paper mill, one of the largest in
England in the 19th century. Listed
Grade II, it was built in 1826 by the
papermaker Joseph Annandale. Little of
the mill remains and in its place are the
gardens and grounds of the house,
which run down to the River Derwent.

Accommodation includes two

reception rooms, a study and snug, a
main bedroom with dressing room, a
guest bedroom suite, two further double
bedrooms, a bathroom, shower room
and two attic bedrooms.

Grounds extend to just less than four
acres. In addition to the tiers of lawn that
run down to the river, there is a walled
garden (apples, plumbs, raspberries,
strawberries, currants and herb garden),
a river woodland walk, an orchard and
fishing rights. Finest Properties of
Corbridge (01434 622 234) have set
a guide price of £875,000.

Made with mill money
Late-Georgian pile with walled garden and fishing on the River Derwent

Sporting farmland with a loch and river
WITHIN SCAMMADALE glen in Argyll and Bute, on the
western shores of Scammadale Loch, is Bragleenbeg Estate
at Kilninver, which extends from the hilltops of Corrach Beinn
to the fertile land along the water’s edge. Oban is 15 miles.

Bragleenbeg Farmhouse is an extended and
modernised 19th century farmhouse providing three
reception rooms, a study, a library, six bedrooms of which
two are ensuite, and three bathrooms.

Bragleenbeg Cottage is a short distance away from the

house and has a sitting room, three bedrooms and a bathroom.
Land of 1,096 acres includes traditional and modern farm 

buildings and provides grass leys, permanent pasture, native 
woods and hill land. There has been little shooting on the estate 
in recent years although both red and roe deer have been
stalked and there is trout fishing on both Scammadale Loch 
and Allt a’ Choromaig burn, which flows through the estate.

The agents, Knight Frank’s Edinburgh office
(0131 222 9600) are seeking £1,150,000.

The right to fish on the improving Derwent. Beautifully finished and spacious interior.

The farmhouse looks over the loch. It has six bedrooms. Allt a’ Choromaig burn feeds Loch Scammadale and holds trout.

Impressive Grove House has many period features and sits in almost four acres of land.

£875,000

£1,150,000



DECEMBER CROSSWORD ANSWERS AND WINNERS
ANSWERS ACROSS: 1 Grafham. 5 Booby. 8 Ore. 11 Mar. 12 Tyne. 13 Alaska. 15 Lawn. 16 Offset. 17 Dam. 19 Knotless taper. 22 Match the hatch. 27 Mahseer. 30 LP. 31 Tea. 32 Sir. 33 

Annan. 34 Loop. 35 Oar. 37 Spy. 38 Gold. 39 Nylon. ANSWERS DOWN: 1 Gambler. 2 Arrow. 3 Huts. 4 Monofil. 6 Owlet. 7 Bus. 9 Re. 10 Palmers. 14 Isis. 17 Depth. 18 Tosh. 19 Kit. 20 
Eye. 21 Tits. 22 Mammals. 23 Cos. 24 Hare. 25 Halford. 26 Carron. 28 Honey. 29 Erne. 31 Troll. 32 Spun. 36 Go.

THE WINNERS OF OUR DECEMBER COMPETITION, WHO EACH WIN TEN WYCHWOOD CONNECT SERIES FLY-LINES, ARE: Ernest Nelis, Carrickfergus, Co. Antrim 
and Paul Mulholland, Newtownabbey, Co. Antrim.
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CUT OUT and post this coupon to: February Crossword, Trout & Salmon, Media
House, Lynchwood, Peterborough PE2 6EA. Entries to arrive no later than
February 17. Photocopied entries are not acceptable. 
*Please complete the form so that Bauer Media Group (publisher of Trout & 
Salmon) can keep you up-to-date by email and free mobile messaging with 
fantastic offers and promotions. We promise that you can unsubscribe at any time 
if you don’t find them interesting and you’ll only get messages about things that 
we’ve chosen especially for you from ourselves and our network of great partners 
whose products and services we think you’ll enjoy.

ENTRY FORM

Name ..........................................................................................................................................................

Address  ....................................................................................................................................................

 .........................................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................... Postcode .....................................................

E-mail*........................................................................................................................................................

Tel ................................................................................................................................................................

WIN
A SELECTAFLY 
SALMON 
COLLECTION
Solve the puzzle for a chance to win a presentation 
box of more than 150 Selectafly salmon flies
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Terms and Conditions The winners will receive the prizes as stated above. If for any reason beyond the 
promoter’s control it is not possible to provide the stated prize, the promoter reserves the right to award 
an alternative prize of no lesser value. The promoter’s choice of prize is fi nal. There is no cash alternative 
available. No entries can be returned and the promoter will enter into no correspondence. Prize draw takes 
place on February 17, and the winners will be notifi ed within 14 days of the draw. The winners will be chosen 
at random from the correct entries received. We reserve the right to use the winners in any publicity. No 
employees of Selectafl y or other companies involved in this promotion are eligible to enter. The Editor’s
decision is fi nal. The promoter excludes responsibility for applications that are lost/delayed/incomplete.
A list of winners is available from Trout and Salmon, Media House, Lynchwood, Peterborough PE2 6EA,
upon receipt of an SAE. For full competition terms and conditions please go to: www.bauerlegal.co.uk/
competition-terms.html  For our Privacy Policy visit www.bauerdatapromise.co.uk. Bauer Media Group
consists of Bauer Consumer Media Ltd, Bauer Radio Ltd and H. Bauer Publishing Ltd.
Selectafl y may have special offers and promotions that they wish to share with you, if you’d rather not
hear from them please tick this box 



CLUES ACROSS
1. Trout lough in Co. Cavan (7)
5. A wading version of this is
 usually short (6)
8. Device for retrieving 
 snagged spinner (5)
9. Mass upriver movement 
 of salmon (3)
10. USA firm offering fly-fishing 
 gear from UK outlets (5)
12. Honey-producing insect (3)
13. Hard tooth surface 
 material (6)
14. Adjustable braking effect
 on reel (4)
15. Cumbrian river (4)
17. Fly-fisher’s leader 
 appendage (7)
20. Italy’s longest river (2)
21. Major angling item for 
 non-fly-fisher (5-5, 4)
25. Split, it’s an angling 
 weight (4)
26. Seat (5)
27. Mineral spring (3)
28. Acorn tree (3)
29. Front end of the boat (3)
30. Male voice (5)
31. Traditional model of salmon 
 landing net (3)
32. Argyll loch and river (3)
33. _ _ _ _ and Black, traditional 
 winged wet trout fly (4)
34. Galloway spate river (4)

CLUES DOWN
1. UK fishing tackle

company (7)
2. Robson Green’s angling TV
 show (7, 7)
3. Small room for food 
 storage (6)
4. Scandinavian country 
 famous for its salmon 
 rivers (6)
5. T&S’s “roving author” (3, 4)
6. River casting platform (4)
7. Young eel (5)
11. USA rod-making
 company (4)
14. Fish with live insects (3)
16. Essential angling item (3)
17. Momentary immersion 
 in water (3)
18. Hair from this animal is a 
 component of some salmon 
 flies (5, 4)
19.  Hook part (3)
20. Type of fin (8)
22. Species of Pacific 
 salmon (7)
23. Popular fly-tying materials 
 colour (6)
24. Length of monofil attached 
 to fly-line (6)
27. Yorkshire Dales river noted 
 for its grayling (5)
30. Television (abbr.) (2)

THE RIGHT FLY can make the difference between success and failure. 
This fantastic collection of salmon patterns from Selectafl y includes a 
combination of traditional and innovative patterns tied on doubles, 
trebles and tubes so you need never be stuck for something to try. The 
fl ies are beautifully presented in a double-sided, foam-lined wooden box.

All Selectafl y patterns are tied on high-quality hooks using the best 
materials so you can trust them to swim enticingly in the water. This 
carefully chosen assortment includes a wide range of sizes, from small 
summer tempters to big spring bruisers, so you can be confi dent of 
having a fl y to match the conditions all season long.

Selectafl y is a family-run com pany offering a wide range of fl ies for 
trout, salmon, grayling, saltwater and other species. They are also one of 
the few retailers to stock the complete Fulling Mill range of fl ies. Their 
knowledgeable staff are always happy to offer advice on fl y choices for 
destinations across the globe.

Find out more about Selectafl y products and place an order online at:

 www.selectafly.com
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R E A D E R O F F E R

HOW TO ORDER
When ordering please quote “T&S Scierra Chrome salmon rod” and the code “0055TS”.  

Postage and packing is £6.99. Tel: 0141 212 8880. Fax: 0141 331 6340.  
E-mail: sales@fishingmegastore.com Web: readeroffers.fishingmegastore.com/0055TS  

Post: Glasgow Angling Centre, 29 Saracen Street, Glasgow G22 5HT.

£ 3 2 9 . 9 9 
R R P

O F F E R
P R I C E
£ 1 1 0 *

*Plus postage

THE SCIERRA Chrome has a smooth
action, which makes it easy to time your
cast and achieve greater accuracy.

The medium-fast blank suits a range
of casting styles and will handle a variety
of line types from shooting-heads to
longer Spey tapers.

With three models to choose
from there is a rod to suit a range
of fishing situations.

Made using high-quality
components and supplied with
a rod bag and tube, this is a
lot of rod for a very low price.
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66% 
OFF

Buy a Scierra Chrome 
double-handed salmon 

rod for a third of the  
retail price

Choose from:
12 ft 8 in, 8/9 wt, four-piece 
13 ft 9 in, 9/10 wt, four-piece 
12 ft 6 in, 7/8 wt, six-piece 



IncludingWATERS TO FISH AND FLIES TO TIE AND TRY THIS SPRING

The only monthly record of catches and news from 
the major fisheries of England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland

A L L T H E L A T E S T N E W S F R O M O U R L O C A L E X P E R T S



S C O T L A N D

S C O T L A N D

45 Alness

46 Annan

47 Ayr

48 Beauly

49 Borgie

50 Brora

51 Carron

52 Cassley

53 Clyde

54 Conon

55 Cree & Bladnoch

56 Aberdeenshire Dee

57 Deveron

58 Aberdeenshire Don

59 Doon

60 Earn

61 North & South Esks

62 Findhorn

63 Girvan

64 Halladale

65 Helmsdale

66 Irvine

67 Kirkaig & Inver

1 Llyn Alaw

2 Artro

3 Bewl

4 Llyn Brenig

5 Bristol waters

6 Conwy

7 Coquet

8 Cornwall

9 Dee & Clwyd

10 Derbyshire waters

11 Cumbrian Derwent

12 Devon

13 Dovey

14 Dwyfor

15 Eden

16 Border Esk

17 Esthwaite Water

18 Eyebrook

19 Glaslyn

20 Grafham

21 Hanningfield

22 Llandegfedd

23 Lune

24 Isle of Man

25 Mawddach & Wnion

26 Pitsford

27 Ravensthorpe

28 Ribble & Hodder

29 Rutland Water

30 Seiont, Gwyrfai 

& Llyfni

31 Severn

32 South-west Wales

33 Talyllyn

34 Tees

35 Till

36 Towy

37 Tyne

38 Usk

39 Lake Vyrnwy

40 Wear

41 Wessex waters

42 Wye

43 Yorkshire Esk

44 Yorkshire waters
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79 Shin

80 Spey
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82 Tay
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84 Thurso

85 Tweed

86 Wick
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87 Lough Arrow

88 Bandon

89 Beltra

90 Blackwater (Cork)

91 Upper Caragh

92 Lough Carra

93 Carrowmore Lake

94 Cong

95 Conn & Cullin

96 Lough Corrib

97 Costello & Fermoyle

98 Lough Currane

99 Delphi

100 Drowes & L. Melvin

101 Erriff

102 Feale

103 Finn

104 Galway Weir

105 Inagh

106 Kylemore Abbey

107 Laune

108 Lennon

109 Lough Mask

110 Moher Lough

111 Moy

112 Screebe

113 Lough Sheelin

114 Slaney

115 Suir

 N O R T H E R N    

 I R E L A N D
 

116 Ballinderry

117 Bush

118 Bann 

119 Mourne

120 Sixmilewater
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FISHING DOES not get under
way until late March on the
Buccleuch Estates’ private
beats. Normally it is April 1
before any real angling pressure
is evident, although in recent
years anglers who have
ventured out early in the season
have caught a few spring fish.

The Mid Irvine House beat
has been sold and at present I
have no information on what is
in store for the 2016 season.

 The Buccleuch Estates has
redistributed rods on the Lower
Irvine House and have also
spread some of the lets on to
the Gilnockie Tower and
Hollows beats.  

On the Border Esk and
Liddel Angling Club water
Iain Blackett sums up the 2015
season as “frustrating and
disappointing”.

Opening day provided the
first salmon, caught at 
Canonbie. Mid April saw sea-
trout present with some good
daytime sport on offer. Chilly
nights in June and July ruined
the night-fishing. 

Salmon were in short supply
from mid August until the end of
the season. Provisional catches
show 31 salmon (five-year
average 151) and 256 sea-trout
(five-year average 618).

For the 2016 season the Esk
and Liddel Angling Club is
introducing an all-waters rover
permit throughout April for £15
a day. The club’s AGM will be
held on Feb 13 at 10.30 am in
the Cross Keys Hotel, Canonbie;
all are welcome. The club may
have vacancies for new
members and it controls some
18 miles of river – ten miles on
the Liddel and eight on the
Border Esk. Contact Iain
Blackett, Lundavra, Woodslee,
Canonbie, Dumfriesshire, DG14
0TF. Tel: 013873 71301; mobile
0779 600 5240 or e-mail iain.
blackett@tiscali.co.uk

The River Lyne, an Esk
tributary, offers some pleasant
trout fishing and holds some
good fish. Suggested flies are:
Greenwell Spider, March
Brown, Black Spider, Goldhead
GRHE, Partridge and Orange
and Snipe and Purple in sizes 12
and 14. Occasional grayling
were caught last season on
Spider patterns. – 
BORDER ROD.

BRISTOL 
WATERS

THOSE OF you who read my 
reports in 2015 will have 
realised it was a strange year 
on Chew Valley Lake. 

The water was several 
degrees warmer than normal at 
the start of the season. We did 
not have much in the way of 
frosts last winter, so the lake 
was fairly stable. Buzzers were 
around even before the season 
opened and the fish that had 
been stocked once the February 
pike fishing finished were 
feeding well and dispersed 
around the lake. I am not a great 
one for going out in early 
season, but as April was pretty 
warm I did manage a few trips 
and actually encouraged a few 
clients out earlier than I usually 
would. The deep(ish) fishing 
with Buzzers was excellent, and 
the fish were in good condition.

As we moved into May the 
temperature did not rise. If 
anything it fell. On most days in 

May I had to wear at least five
layers. and that was to be the
case for almost the whole year. 
The only time the temperature 
soared was during Wimbledon 
fortnight. At one stage on 
Blagdon I recorded 22.5 deg C, 
and I was worried about the 
rest of the season. The last time 
we had high June temperatures 
we got stuck with them for 
about six weeks. Fortunately 
the sunshine did not last and the 
water temperature fell so that 
trout were prepared to feed.  

This cooler weather stayed 
for the rest of the season, 
though several days in October, 
produced shirt-sleeve weather.

Water levels stayed up – 
especially the level on Chew. 
However, Bristol Water had to 
cancel more days due to strong 
winds than ever before. I am 
sure that the prolonged hatch of 
buzzers in early season, and 
then the massive reappearance 
of buzzers in September, was 
mostly due to cooler than usual 
weather. The wind was a pain 
on many occasions, but once 
you were used to it and were 

well dressed to combat it you
could use it to your benefit. The
good good spread of buzzers led
to a good distribution of fish
around the lake. This meant that
long drifts across the middle of
the lake were often very 
productive, especially with a
couple of dry-flies just flicked a
few yards in front of the boat.

Corixa were absent during
those months when they usually
appear, yet just when we had all
but given them up they 
appeared in vast numbers.
Someone suggested that they
were there all the time but
merely hidden in the prolific
weed growth, but I am not
convinced. The fact that when
they did appear they were often
nowhere near the weedbeds
makes me think they 
“developed” late. By the end of
October the trout were feeding
on these creatures virtually to
the exclusion of everything else
– and I bet they still are!

I have fished Chew since the 
late ’70s and have never seen 
so much weed as in 2015. I 
asked one of the Bristol Water 
chemists about the composition 
of the water – ie whether there 
was more phosphate or nitrate 
than usual – and he suggested 
that the lake was in good 
condition and well balanced. He 
was unable to explain why the 
weed was so well developed 
from such an early stage of the 
season. 

The weed certainly hid a lot 
of fry. Once it started to break 
down there were vast shoals of 
small roach and perch around 
the Lodge area of the lake. So 
our final weeks meant we had 
excellent fishing for perch, pike 
and trout. Unfortunately there 
were quite a few brown trout 
among the perch and pike and 
so many were caught. I say 
“unfortunately” because our 
season for browns ends 
on Oct 14. 

In 2015, 16,804 trout were 
caught. The average weight
was 2 lb 10 oz. The best brown
weighed 9 lb, and the best 
rainbow 9 lb 1 oz. There were
259 trout between 4 lb and 5 lb,
51 between 5 lb and 6 lb and 45
over 6 lb. Pike anglers have
caught many brown trout that
will not appear in these 
statistics. One angler fishing off
the bank in December reported
two browns of around 5 lb and
one well over 6 lb.

I made fewer visits to 
Blagdon last year than for
many a season as the fish were
so reluctant to feed on top.

There was also not the
distribution of fish that would
help boat anglers – it seemed to
me that certain areas were
holding the fish for week
after week.  

However, the visits I did
make were productive enough
and the average size of fish was
well up on that in Chew.

Weed growth was a serious
issue for the bank men. I know
of at least two anglers who all
but gave up fishing for several
weeks. Of course the weed-
cutter was taken out, but with
the growth rate of the weed it is
a bit like King Canute trying to
stop the advancing tide!

I saw no evidence of corixa
on Blagdon, so when the buzzer
hatches became sparse late in
the season there seemed to be
little food for the trout. Fry don’t
seem to appear on the menu in
this lake – which is odd as there
is a perch population. Sedge
hatches were remarkable in
July and August, but our trout’s
reluctance to feed on them
remained steadfast. The

hatches of damselflies were at
times immense, but only odd
trout appeared interested in
either the nymphs or the adults.

In total, 2015 produced 
13,605 trout at Blagdon. The 
average weight was a healthy 
2 lb 11 oz. The best brown trout 
was 7 lb 8 oz and the best 
rainbow 7 lb 1 oz. There were 
519 trout between 4 lb and 5 lb 
caught, 96 between 5 lb and 
6 lb, and 28 over 6 lb. – 
MARTIN COTTIS.

CONWY

IN EARLY December prolonged 
and heavy rain drove the river 
up over its banks. During the 
night of the 4th levels rose to 
over 4.5 m and the river stayed 
extremely high, at over 4 m, for 
the next day and a half. This 
caused quite extensive flooding, 
particularly between Tan Lan 
and Maenan, on the east side of 
the river. While, as I write this 
on Dec 8, levels are down to 
about 1.4 m, the outlook is far 
from settled.

SOFTSHELL GLOVES

For more information,

c act vi co.

or in Orvis Retail stores

SOFTSHELL GLOVES

For more information,  

contact: orvis.co.uk  

or in Orvis Retail stores

Buzzers and 
corixa main 
food for Chew 
trout in 2015

Orange Thorax PTN
Hook Size 16 wet-size 10 longshank Thread Brown
Tail Cock pheasant tail fibres Rib Fine copper wire

Body Cock pheasant tail fibres Thorax Orange seal’s fur
Wingcase  Cock pheasant tail fibres

The classic Stillwater nymph, but with a hotspot of orange, red, 
yellow or green seal’s fur. For a brighter trigger try Globrite floss 

instead of seal’s fur

A FLY TO TRY THIS SPRING
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very important that the planning
committee concerned look at all
the evidence extremely
carefully.

I remain at maxcoventry@
aol.com or please leave a
message on 01352 720 152. –
MAX COVENTRY.

COQUET

FISH-COUNTER figures have at
last been released courtesy of
the Northumberland Rivers
Trust: 723 fish were reported for
September, 3,841 for October
and 1,368 for November. The
final total for the season shows
a marked improvement in
numbers, with a total of 9,232.
More than 2,000 of these came
in during the last three days of
the season and the first two
days in November – too late for
the rods. The 2014 season
showed a run of only 3,964.

Reports indicate that many
late-running silver fish were
diseased and appeared to have
the disease when coming in
from the sea. Diseased salmon
were seen from the Tidal
stretch to above Rothbury.

There seem to be very few
decent trout in the river these
days. Anglers cannot see how
stocking triploid fish will
improve things. The 
Northumberland Rivers Trust
has been busy installing timber

Such extremes of high water,
while giving migratory fish
access to feeder streams, are
not good news for river life
generally. As the water recedes,
many juvenile fish can become
stranded behind flood barriers
and if, in a very dry spring, some
of the spawning streams dry up,
then access to adult fish at this
time of year will not have been a
good thing after all. Perhaps
more importantly, floods are
liable to give rise to acid spikes
to the extent that the pH of the
water becomes so acidic that
invertebrate life can be wiped
out from stretches of the river. If
this happens then juvenile fish
will also die out in those areas.

Plans to build a hydro-
electric power scheme along
the upper part of the Conwy
have been in the proposal 
stages for some time now. 
Essentially a weir would be built 
above the Falls, diverting a 
significant proportion of the 
river water from there into 
tunnels, which would be bored 
through the rock, to the turbines 
and then, via more tunnels, back 
to the river just above the 
Beaver pool. Inevitably this 
major project has aroused 
strong feelings, many anglers 
fearing the effects of silt and 
pollution in the river during 
construction, as well as 
ecological damage generally to 

the Fairy Glen – which is an
SSSI. A further potential barrier
to migratory fish in the form of
the weir (for both adults
ascending and smolts
descending) is also inevitably a
worry. For once, kayakers and
some angling bodies are on the
same side – both objecting to a

significantly reduced flow of
water through this gorge, albeit
for differing reasons. 

A decision on this was due in 
December, but NRW and 
Snowdonia National Park have 
now deferred this until January 
at least. A further study is 
required on migratory fish 
movements and more 
information is needed of a 
geomorphological nature to do 
with the weir and the shape and 
depth of the pool that will be 
created above the weir. 
Speaking on behalf of migratory 
fish, as well as the colony of 
rare freshwater pearl mussels 
in the Beaver pool, it’s  

boxes to help salmon and sea-
trout run through the estuary at
Amble. Fish have been seen
using these, thereby avoiding
seals, cormorants and otters.

The captor of the first salmon
of 2016 receives the Coquet
Trophy from the Duke of
Northumberland at Alnwick
Castle and complimentary
Federation permits. 

Season permits for the
Northumbrian Anglers’
Federation are still only
available to anglers residing
within Northumberland, Tyne
and Wear and County Durham.
Log on to www.
northumbrianaglersfed.co.uk for
details. – DAVID CARRICK.

CORNWALL

DESPITE SOME some ideal
water on the Camel, the
promise of a good autumn and
winter run of salmon fades with
each passing day. With only five
more days to the close of
season on Dec 15 as I write,
prospects for a good salmon
and sea-trout return for 2015
are not good. I have been told
that there are indeed currently a
lot of sea-trout in the river. But I,
and a number of anglers to
whom I have spoken on the
river, have yet to catch a
glimpse of these spectres. John
Rossiter, assistant secretary of
the Bodmin Angling 
Association, had a fine 15 lb
fresh salmon on Nov 27 from
one of the mid beats. There
have been only three other fish
caught on BAA beats.

Things were also quiet at
Butterwell Farm Fishery, with
only one salmon caught just
over a week ago. The lightly
coloured 8 lb cock fish was
caught on a worm.

The rain has cleared out the
leaves and the colour of the
water has been ideal for fishing
on the Fowey. Yet despite the
promising conditions, very few
fish were reported in the last
month. The biggest, from a
middle beat, was 11 lb – a
heavily coloured fish returned to
spawn. Fresh fish have not been
seen or reported for several
weeks. Whether the salmon are
not running at this time, or are
just proving very elusive, will no
doubt become clear when the
fish-counter numbers are
published by the EA in the New
Year. Salmon redds are now
being seen regularly throughout
the river and this is encouraging
for the future.  –  
RICHARD BRISTOW.

CUMBERLAND 
DERWENT

THE DERWENT experienced 
unprecedented volumes of 
water over the early part of 
December, causing utter 
devastation to property, 
infrastructure and communities. 

The rain falling at the head of 
the Derwent catchment 
reached a new UK 24-hour 
record at Honister, with more 
than 13 inches on Dec 7. This fell 
on already saturated ground 
and the consequences have 
been catastrophic. To give an 
idea of the scale of this rainfall, 
our largest lake, Windermere, 
which is some 11 miles long and 
three quarters of a mile wide, 
rose almost five feet between 
Saturday afternoon and Sunday 
morning. Inevitably, the effect 
of such water on the ecology 
and structure of  Cumbrian 
rivers has been immense.

I took a look at the Greta just 
above Keswick and found large 
swathes almost unrecognisable. 
Two iron railway bridges had 
been ripped away by the force 
of water and hundreds of trees, 
flayed of bark, were strewn 
along the banks well above the 
still-swollen water levels. The 
actual river channel in places 
looks as though a glacier has 
gone through, eroded to 
bedrock for ten feet or so above 
the usual waterline.

We had done a disappointing 
redd-count a few weeks earlier 
but the handful of fish seen will 
have their efforts lost to the 
floodwaters. No doubt nature 
will restore some of the 
damage, but it will take much 
time and effort. It is difficult to 
convey the scale of this event 
except to say it is one of 
geological magnitude. 
Downstream of Keswick and 
below Cockermouth the river is 
still too high to assess the 
overall impact but I suspect 
much of the work carried out 
since the last millennial flood six 
years ago will be undone. – 
ERIC HOPE.

DEE  
AND CLWYD

AFTER LAST month’s dismal 
report, I was looking forward to 
reporting on the HANAK 
European grayling festival, to be 
hosted by Corwen Angling club. 
Alas, it was cancelled. As I 
write (Dec 6) the gales and 
torrential rain have abated long 
enough for me to complete this 
report, I hope, before another 

A BEAT TO TRY THIS SPRING

River Tay, Findynate
This is attractive fly water that can be fished in most conditions and is capable of producing  
fish throughout the season.

The Findynate beat comprises three pools offering a mixture of streamy fly water and deeper 
spinning water. The main pool (Findynate) is 300 yards long and the first holding pool after the 
Grandtully rapids. In 2015 it produced springers of 32 lb and 28 lb. It will fish from either bank with fly 
or spinner, even in high water. Big Stone is a smaller pool which is a delight to fly-fish in medium and 
lower water. The Fiddle also offers varied fly water at most heights. The beat is accessible  
by car and has a basic lunch hut.

Day-tickets for salmon cost from £15 plus vat.
Contact Tom Carter, FishPal. Tel: 01573 470 612. 
Purchase tickets online at www.fishpal.com/Scotland/Tay/Findynate

Hydro scheme 
planned  
for upper 
Conwy
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weather front moves in and we
suffer yet another torrential
downpour. This comes after a
season when we could have
been forgiven for thinking it may
never rain again. 

I hope the good news is that
the floods have not been as high
or as damaging as those of
November 2012 and, as
spawning is only just beginning,
that the redds will not be
damaged as many were back
then. Perhaps the timing is
propitious and the high water
will ease the upstream
migration of the salmon. Having
said that, few salmon have
been reported on the Dee, and
during my hours spent watching
running fish on the Clwyd many
sea-trout, and some big ‘uns,
were spotted attempting the
weir spillway at Ruthin, but very
few salmon were seen. I will
report on news from the redd-
watchers as information
comes in. Fingers crossed!

A bit of good news is that
Denbigh and Clwyd Angling
Club have joined with 
Bodelwyddan Game Anglers to
form a new North Wales
angling club: Vale of Clwyd
Angling Club. The combined club
now has a seven-acre 
coarse-fishing lake on which
junior members can be
expect to hook many perch,
roach and rudd, which I am
sure many of you, like me, will
have enjoyed as children
and which started 
our angling careers.

Consultations have started
with Natural Resources Wales
(NRW) about the future of
salmon and sea-trout 
angling in Wales: it seems likely
that compulsory catch-and-
release will be introduced
on all Welsh rivers for salmon
and on many rivers for sea-
trout. I am at a loss to 
understand why NRW are
closing all but one hatchery and
totally banning the stocking of
salmon in Welsh rivers, when so
many of our rivers are classified
as “at risk” or “probably at risk”.
I am advised that following a
recent fish-kill on the 
Nant Mawr, a tributary of the
Clwyd, when NRW estimated
that 3,000 juvenile salmon, sea-
trout and brown trout were
killed when the stream was
dammed higher up NRW
will not be replacing the lost
fish; they will await natural
repopulation. 
I have nothing printable
to add. –  
ALLAN CUTHBERT.

DEVON

FREQIUENT RAIN through late 
November and early December 
produced plenty of spates on 
the Devon rivers. At the time of 
writing (Dec 10) salmon fishing 
on the Plym and Yealm still 
had a few days to go until the 
end of the season on Dec 15 but 
only the odd fish has been 
reported so far. 

Normally by early December 
there would be plenty of reports 
of spawning activity but with 
most rivers so high and coloured 
it has been virtually impossible 
to carry out any redd-counts. 
The only exception has been 
high up on the moorland 
streams, which drop and clear 
quickly, but even there it has not 
been easy. On the Exe system 
there were encouraging reports 
of salmon spawning on the
Barle from Simonsbath up to
Goathill on the very upper
reaches, one visit revealing 30
redds. The first spawning has
been observed on the moorland
tributaries of the Dart, with a
few salmon redds on the Cherry
Brook and Walla Brook, and
further visits were planned for
the Swincombe, Blackabrook
and upper West Dart when
conditions were suitable.
Overall there was a feeling that 
a few hard frosts were needed 
to get spawning really going.

Salmon fishing on the Avon 
continued until Nov 30 and fish 
were seen running throughout 
the final month, with fish seen 
particularly at Lydia Bridge 
above South Brent. Although 
the salmon ran very quickly 
through the waters of the Avon 
Fishing Association, about six 
were caught in the last few 
weeks, all on fly. On Oct 31 
Derek Myhill had a fish of 
7 lb 8 oz on a Black-and-orange 
tube, followed by a 5 lb grilse on 
Nov 22 on the same pattern. 
Other November salmon 
included fish of 5 lb for Brian 
Dent and 5 lb 8 oz for Jon Camp 
and Dennis Dawes.

The Torridge Fisheries 
Association managed to strip 
three hen salmon for their 
hatchery, producing 16,000 
eggs. Swim-up fry will be 
planted at various points in the 
Torridge catchment in April.

The season of annual general 
meetings started in December 
and at the AGM of the Crediton 
Fly Fishing Club the chairman 
announced that members had 
enjoyed a good season, with 
1,394 wild brown trout in 2015, 
a big improvement on the 772 

caught in 2014. Although the
Yeo at Crediton produced the
most fish, the Club’s other
waters on the Creedy, Culm
and Taw also contributed to the
total. Following the purchase of
a new stretch on the Lapford
Yeo, a tributary of the Taw, in
the summer of 2015, fishing was
available to members in August
and September, though limited
to one visit to avoid any early
rush. In that short period the
new water added 70 trout to the
season’s total. From the start of
the 2016 season there will
be no restriction on the
number of visits.

Although all South West
Lakes Trust trout fisheries are
now closed, fishing for stocked
rainbows continues at Burrator
until the end of February, with

tickets available from the
on-site permit hut or from the
trust’s website. In November
most anglers caught one or two
fish per visit with no big fish and
most of the rainbows around
1 lb 8 oz. A variety of sunk
patterns continued to take fish,
including Blobs, Crunchers and
Woolly Buggers, and as ever the
banks around Longstone proved
to be the best location.

During 2015 the biggest
rainbow caught at Kennick
was a fish of 6 lb 7 oz caught by
Mike Stone fishing from a boat
in October, and Mr R. Griskey
had the best brown at 6 lb. At
Wimbleball a 7 lb 8 oz brown
trout was caught by Michael
Herring from a boat in May, and
Eddie Carter caught the best
rainbow of the season, at
6 lb 10 oz, on a Damsel nymph
from the bank in March. Mark
Sinclair caught the best fish at
Burrator, a 5 lb 10 oz rainbow in
June. Roadford again produced
some good fishing, with some
good grown-on brown trout
caught, the best a 4 lb 5 oz fish
for Mr Miell. Catches of up to 17
fish were not uncommon.

South West Fishing For Life,
the breast cancer fishing project
now in its seventh year, 
continued to flourish, with 
regular monthly events at 
Wimbleball and Kennick. More

than 100 people have now
attended the sessions – most
are regulars, fishing in the
summer and fly-tying in the
winter, and some have now
become Level 1 coaches and
help out on the days, along with
a dedicated team of volunteers
and coaches. For more 
information, or to offer help,
contact Gillian (01398 371 244)
or look at the website (www.
southwestfishingforlife.org.uk)

The South West Fly Fair will
take place on Feb 27 at
Roadford Lake, from 
10 am-4 pm. There will be
demonstrations and clinics for
fly-casting, fly-tying, float-
tubing and kayaking, as well as
trade stands, split-cane rod
making and cookery 
demonstrations. There will be
plenty of expert advice
available, including that from
Charles Jardine, the show
patron. Entry is £3 for adults but
will be free for those under 18.
Information from www.
swlakestrust.org.uk – 
MIKE WEAVER. 

DOVEY

SINCE WRITING my last report
the Dovey has been in full flood
on a number of times. The fields
are sodden, and taking a vehicle
along the riverbanks is
impossible. A number of stiles,
benches and footbridges
will need replacing. 
Our last stocking of sea-trout
parr will take place in the New
Year, or sooner if we get some
fine weather and lower water.

For all information on fishing
Dovey Association water
contact our secretary, Richard
Evans, on 01654 702 721 or
write to him at NDFA, The Plas,
Machynlleth, Powys SY20 8HJ.
Weekly bookings are now being
taken. My e-mail address is
gwil.dovey@yahoo.co.uk for
assistance. – G. H. THOMAS.

EDEN

THE DEVASTATING floods of 
December will not have done 
the fish population of the Eden 
and its catchment any good at 
all. Vast areas of the river were 
out in the fields and towns.

Spawning was well under 
way and most redds are likely to 
have been washed out. 

On the bright side the 2015 
season was better than 2014. 
Let us hope that 2016 sees a 
further improvement in fish 
runs and catches. 

For grayling anglers the river 
was pretty much a washout 
during November, with only the 
upper reaches fishable. Some 
good grayling were caught, 
however – some over 2 lb. I also 
heard of some big out-of-season 
brown trout caught on the 
upper river.

Czech nymphs, Shrimp 
patterns and goldhead Gold-
ribbed Hare’s Ear have been 
the best patterns. – 
CUMBRIAN ROD.

GR AFHAM

THANKS TO recent strong 
winds, which have been 
constant for several weeks, 
bank anglers have had the best 
of the sport. The wind has been 
predominately south-westerly 
and the bank-fishing on the 
north shore very challenging. 
The fish have been very close to 
the shore, browsing on the 
shrimp, and anglers making an 
effort against the wind have 
had some success. 

Bank-angling pressure has 
been intense, particularly on the 
south shore, and the fish are 
becoming wary of anglers 
standing up to their waist in 
water and waving their arms 
around. Stealth, crouching 
down, short casts and shallow 
wading are important for 
success. Most flies, from 

Devon rivers 
much too 
high for redd 
counting
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Minkies to shrimp imitations,
will catch fish, which are
generally not fussy, and a
floating or very slow sinking line
is all that is required

The fish are in splendid
condition – the best I have seen
in 40 years. They fight very hard,
have full tails and eat very well.
In a recent fur and feather
match I caught four fish for
12 lb 4 oz. Each fish weighed
3 lb 1 oz and were like peas in a
pod! A fisher to the left of me
also caught several fish, one of
which was a rainbow of
5 lb 9 oz. It led him a merry
dance before he finally
had it in the net.

The water level is quite low
now and the invasive shrimp are
everywhere. The Environment
Agency is displeased about the
shrimp but it is a great food
source for the fish. Who knows
what its legacy will be?

The lake is open until Jan 31.
Boats will be available for hire
on most days. Call the lodge on
01480 810 531 for further
details. – PETER HARTLEY.

LUNE

ATLANTIC STORM Desmond
deluged north Lancashire and
Cumbria on Dec 6, drenching the 
Lune catchment with more than 
a month’s rain in just under 24 
hours. It delivered a new 
national record of 250 mm rain 
to Shap Fell at the head of the 
catchment and the following 
day the Lune recorded its 
highest flood in living memory.  
The height was estimated to be 
over 30 ft at Caton – almost one 
metre higher than that of the 
great flood on Feb 1, 1995. The 

Lune valley was turned into a
great lake and it was almost a
mile wide in places. Several
trees were torn down, roads
ripped up and even the two
main bridges in Lancaster had to
be closed for 36 hours. More
than 50,000 homes in Lancaster
and the surrounding area were
without power for more than 36
hours. Not in all my many years
of living in the Lune valley can I
remember anything like it.

Just 24 hours before the
storm hit, Mick Hall had been
out redd-counting in Austwick
Beck, where he recorded a
lower than normal level of
activity. I visited the area the
following day and was there
when the great storm hit. I
watched a sedate, clear-running
stream turn into a raging,
dangerous torrent within a
matter of minutes. It literally
ripped up almost everything in
its path. I shudder to think what
it did to the redds in those
areas. We will revisit the area
once water levels have dropped
and hope to be able to record
exactly what has happened as a
result. One can only hope that
the low level of spawning
activity witnessed before the
storm was a sign that most
salmon had not spawned before 
it. But if they had, the fear is 
that it will almost certainly 
adversely affect recruitment 
this year – not just on the 
Wenning system, but on the 
whole of the Lune catchment.   

Just two weeks before this 
event the Lune Rivers Trust held 
its auction of promises. Almost 
150 promises had been pledged, 
and on the night Mick Jackson, 
the trust’s chairman, was on top 

form. In a lively and entertaining
performance, he managed to
extract almost £8,000 from the
audience and this will help the
trust in carrying out further
restoration and improvement
work in the catchment. The
trust would like to thank all
those who donated promises
and all who attended
on the night.

A draft report of Andre De
Silva’s study of water-quality
issues affecting the River Keer
makes interesting reading. It
appears to indicate that BOD,
ammonia and phosphorous
loading have all decreased since
the river restoration work in the
early ’90s, possibly as a result
of buffer-stripping carried out at
the time, or possibly a result of
changed farming practices since
then. It also suggests that water
quality is marginally better at
Capernwray than it is at
Carnforth and that the average
flow has marginally increased
over time. At this stage it would
seem there’s nothing obvious
from the water quality data that
would explain the low
abundance of salmon
and sea-trout.

The Angling Trust’s regional
Salmon Summit was held at the
Holiday Inn in Lancaster on
Dec 3 and was well attended by
representatives of many of the
region’s trusts and angling
bodies. The main messages
received were that the Angling
Trust is making a case that
salmon (and sea-trout) should
be seen as recreational species
and that it would strongly
oppose mandatory catch-and-
release. While this news was
welcomed, there was some
concern around their stock
management proposals. The
proposals put forward are
focused on maximising smolt
production, and while this may
be “good medicine” the concern
is that unless the rate of loss of
smolts and adults at sea can be
slowed or reduced, all this work
will go to waste.

Last year the Lune will have
had an adult run somewhere
around the 3,000 
mark. Assuming a three per cent 
survival rate (which is pretty 
near the mark from the latest 
figures produced from the 
Welsh Dee surveys), it is 
possible to conclude that the 
Lune is still producing around 
100,000 smolts. Interestingly, 
this was the number it was 
estimated to be producing in the 
’80s from studies carried out on 
the lower Lune then. The 

difference then was that
survival at sea was averaging
around 12.5 per cent and the
Lune was getting an annual run
of around 12,000 adults per
year. Fishing was good back
then and the Lune was always
at the top of the league of
salmon-producing rivers in the
country, which is why it
became an index river.

To get the Lune back to
numbers close to 12,000
returning adults, the river would
now have to be producing
around 400,000 smolts – an
increase of 400 per cent on
what it is estimated to be
producing now! With the best
will in the world, and the best
efforts of the Lune Rivers Trust
(and it is marvellous) and others,
what chance do you think
there is of it doing that?

However, if survival at sea

could be increased by just three
per cent the Lune could possibly
have an annual run of 6,000 fish
and be out of the “At Risk”
category. If sea survival could
be increased to this level it
wouldn’t only be the Lune that
would benefit – all rivers would.
Unfortunately we still have
some among us who cannot see
the blindingly obvious and
would like to think that spending
money on researching issues at
sea is a waste of money
compared to spending money
on monitoring smolts. If you
combine all the effort and funds
that have been spent on
catchment restoration and

diverted just some of it towards 
reaching an agreement with the 
fish-farmers along the west 
coast of Scotland, you’d have 
far more fish returning to all our 
rivers! – ANDY HURST.

RIBBLE 
AND HODDER

WE HAD the biggest flood for 
years after heavy rain (237 mm 
in 16 days) swamped the valley 
after the river peaked at just 
under 4 m on Nov 15. Acres of 
farmland were inundated as the 
river burst its banks, and in 
some places it actually formed a 
separate river. 
As the flood began to subside 
and the river returned to the 
confines of its banks, we had 
reports of dead and trapped 
salmon left in large ponds in the 
fields. These reports came from 
different parts of the river – 
from below Settle on one of the 
main spawning areas, down 
through Sawley and Grindleton 
and even on the spawning beck 
at Swanside, but the most fish – 
a dozen salmon – were found in 
the Calder foot area. Most had 
failed to spawn. How many 
valuable salmon and sea-trout 
the river lost we will never 
know, but it’s another setback 
we can ill afford. 

Only when the bulk of the 
remaining fish begin cutting 
their redds will the river- 
watchers have some idea of 
how the spawning season went. 

We had one brief interlude 
when the river dropped to about 
18 inches at Settle and James 
Dryden, a junior member of 
Settle Anglers, was out with the 
fly-rod after the grayling. He 
managed a few nice fish on a 
small Bloody Butcher and Gold-
ribbed Hare’s Ear but – very 
encouragingly for the river – he 
landed six grayling of about four 
inches. This reminded me that 
on my last trip to the river, in 

Thorax cover White plastic (bin bag) strip Hackle Black cock

This black version of the popular stillwater nymph is ideal for the
start of the reservoir season. Try it on the middle or top dropper with

a heavier Buzzer/s underneath

     G

Lune has 
highest flood 
in living 
memory



MARKET PLACE

JUNGLE  
COCK CAPES
Our domestic flocks of Jungle Fowl are now supplying 

the needs of the traditional fly tyers on an international 

scale. Visitors are assured a warm welcome…

Prices range from £60.00 for the exquisite SUPER 

QUALITY Capes, to £30.00 for the Ungraded Capes.

Come and fish at Bransford!
Situated in the foothills of the Malvern Hills, with 

wonderful views overlooking the Teme Valley.  

Three pools of Malvern Spring Water (one a Catch 

and Release) are stocked with the fabulous Shasta

Rainbows, renowned for their fighting qualities. 

Tel: 01905830157 or 01905830548

info@bransfordgame.com

www.bransfordgame.com

Bransford Game Fisheries, Hill End Farm,  

Station Road, Bransford, Worcs, WR6 5JJ
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Tel: +358 (0)40 8516466  e-mail: info@laplandriverguides.com  www.laplandriverguides.com
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icepawuk@gmail.com www.icepawuk.com

he UK’s premier supplier
of quality Lobworms for
Salmon and Trout ishing.
All our Lobworms are hand
counted and inspected prior
to dispatch so we guarantee
you receive the number
ordered at the quality

you expect.

Order online at: www. wormsdirect.co.uk
Tel: 01245 381933

RIVER TAY ~ UPPER SCONE
TIMESHARE

Further information is available on demand.
Email a.d.portno@btinternet.com or phone 01332558925
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England and Wale

well into late June and July, 
with the middle river doing 
particularly well. This contrasts 
markedly with the neighbouring
Wye, which saw a drastic drop-
off in catches from mid June.
The difference is probably a
reflection of the fact that 
anglers on that river (unlike the
Severn) are not able to use 
natural baits, which are by far
the most effective tempters of
salmon in low summer water.

Catches only really slowed
down in August as the 
cumulative impact of the low
water since early June started
to take its toll on the availability
of taking fish in the river. A late
run of bright grilse as the
season closed gave a glimpse of
the  kind of bumper summer and
autumn it could have been.

Autumn also produced
spectacular sights at 
Shrewsbury weir, with fish of all
colours and sizes showing there
for weeks on end in the low
water. The public were out in
force to watch the spectacle as
was the Environment Agency
and a number of photographers
– one of whom was hit on the
head by a leaping fish trying
to take the weir.

The obvious conclusion is
that if we had had the water
earlier we would no doubt have
had some spectacular sport on
the upper river, similar to what
was enjoyed in 2012. But as it
was, the upper river remained
barely fished. But even so, one
experienced rod out on the
upper river at the back end
averaged one fish per trip.

The Shakespeare tackle
company are once again
offering the prize of an Oracle
salmon fly-rod for the biggest
fish caught and released on the
river in 2015 and for the biggest
caught and released on fly.

If you think you’ve caught a
fish that would fit the bill,
please e-mail me at 
tomhrigby@btinternet.com

This competition is very
important and with 
Shakespeare’s encouragement
anglers have very significantly
increased levels of voluntary
catch-and-release on the river.

This year looks like being a
very important one for the
Severn. Anglers will be hoping
that the good runs of small
spring fish in 2015 are backed
up by numbers of big spring fish
this year. We can also expect
moves from the Environment
Agency and the salmon
conservation industry to try to
further restrict game angling on

the river with bans being
mooted on bait-fishing and the
threat of 100 per cent catch-
and-release. Stocks on the
Severn are robust and in no
meaningful sense at risk, and
salmon angling has a vital part
to play in keeping things like
that. Anglers will need to make
sure the politicians who oversee
the EA hear that message.

Finally I would like to thank
Ross Fullerton for providing the
salmon reports for the river last 
year and to wish him and 
everyone else tight lines in 
2016. – TOM RIGBY.

SOUTH-WEST 
WALES

AS WE write (Dec 9) the UK 
continues to be bombarded with 
storms bringing heavy and 
persistent rain that has caused 
all rivers and tributaries to 
flood, and although it at first 
aided the fish in reaching their 

spawning grounds, it will
inevitably have caused damage
to sea-trout and salmon redds.

Reflecting on the 2015
season, the general feeling is
that the stocks of sea-trout are
no more than holding their own,
but that they were heavier than
recent years’ average.

Clubs in the Aberystwyth
area have seen a slight
downturn in permit sales –
largely to do with unfavourable
weather and perhaps an
unwillingness of some to
co-operate with
catch-and-release.

The general feeling from the
NRW meeting last month was
that anglers feel they are being
made scapegoats for the
downturn in fish populations
and that the real reason behind
it (unregulated netting,
poaching etc) is being ignored
and going unpunished. 

NRW are still looking at
different bylaws and rules for
rivers “at risk” throughout
Wales that may come into
force. As we write, we are
awaiting confirmation of a date
for an open meeting to be held
in Aberystwyth at the beginning
of 2016. We would like as many
anglers as possible to be
present to voice their concerns.
We will announce a date on our
websites in due course.

Steffan Jones reports that in

an era of obstruction removal
from our rivers, it is difficult
to fathom how a new one
could be allowed to be
constructed. However, such is
the case at Pentrecwrt
on the middle Teifi, where a
proposal to raise the existing
weir and introduce an
Archimedes-screw hydro-power 
system has passed consultation
and is now at the “consideration
stage” with Carmarthenshire
County Council. We urge you all
to object to the proposal and
raise as much support
against it as possible. It can be
found under planning
application number W/32623
and portal reference
PP-04344306.

We intend to hold numerous
work parties on both the
Ystwyth and Rheidol in
the new year and hope that
anglers turn up to lend a 
helping hand. For dates and 
times contact me or Mark on 
0791 251 1575 or 07753 624 
254. –  NATHAN PURSALL 
and MARK SEDGWICK. 

TILL

IN RECENT seasons the early 
months have been very lightly 
fished. With restrictions on 
keeping sea-trout in force until 
April 1 it is likely to remain the 
same in 2016. Spring sea-trout 

late October after salmon, I 
landed five brownies all about 
five inches long on a small Black 
Shrimp. It is very encouraging to 
know that both species are 
breeding successfully. 

After the Salmon Summit in 
London, and two subsequent 
meetings called by the Angling 
Trust in Bolton and Lancaster, 
we waited to hear what, if 
anything, had been decided for 
the anglers, the rivers, and the 
salmon from 2016. I still have 
serious concerns that our four 
licensed estuary netsmen will 
continue to be allowed to kill as 
many salmon and sea-trout as 
they can catch. However, until 
the official communiqué is 
released, all we can do is 
speculate. 

At the Lancaster meeting, 
which was well attended, 
anglers expected to be told 
what the future held but they 
came away very frustrated at 
the seeming lack of positive 
action being taken by our 
controlling bodies. The meeting 
was chaired by David Hinks, 
who is also the chair of the 
RFCA and the NWFC, but I doubt 
for much longer. David has said 
that he intends to retire in just 
over a year’s time. Before then 
the council of management of 
the RFCA must try to find a 
replacement and also an 
assistant secretary. Unless 
these positions can be filled, I 
have fears for the future of the 
RFCA in its current role. 

We thought November was a 
bad one for heavy rain but then 
along came Storm Desmond in 
early December, replicating the 
conditions we had in November. 
I’m afraid that this storm will 
prove to be another disaster for 
our rivers and  fish. Our 
sympathy goes out to many 
families in the Lake District, 
which bore the full fury of this 
storm.  – FRED HIGHAM.

SEVERN

THE VIEW on the riverbank is 
that the 2015 Severn salmon 
season was one of the best in 
the past two decades.  

And it was definitely the best 
spring in the past 20.

We saw good numbers of the 
big early three-sea-winter fish, 
but what was most encouraging 
was the impressive run of two-
sea-winter fish from April 
onwards. Tide after tide, day 
after day, week after week the 
small spring fish in the 8 lb-13 lb 
range just kept on coming in.  

The river continued to fish 

A BEAT TO TRY THIS SPRING

River Tay, Meikleour and Upper Islamouth
This picturesque double-bank beat set in the stunning grounds of Meikleour House starts at the 
junction of the Tay and Isla and extends for some 1.7 miles upstream. Pools such as the March, 
Boxwood Bush, House pool, Apple Haugh and Islamouth offer great sport in high water, while in 
lower water you can fish the Tunnel Stream, Tunnel Hole, Boxwood Boils, Cormorant Tree 
and Castle pools.

Bank anglers will be advised on the best places to fish and tackle to use depending on the 
conditions before they start fishing. A beat map will be given to each angler with 
descriptions of the pools.

The newly renovated Ferry Cottage boathouse is spacious and extremely well appointed, with a 
kitchen, a large oak table, stove and WC. The Meikleour House fishing hut is a little gem that can be 
booked at no extra charge for private parties.

Day-tickets, for bank-fishing for salmon cost £30 plus vat.
Contact Tom Carter, FishPal. Tel: 01573 470 612.
Purchase tickets online at www.fishpal.com/Scotland/Tay/MeikleourAndUpperIslamouth

High hopes 
for Severn 
springers 
this season
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often enter the Till in February
and March and can
populate pools without
anglers knowing they are there.

 There may be vacancies in
the Flodden Syndicate below
Redscar Bridge. Contact Brian
Thompson on 01668 216 223.

Anglers seeking fishing on
the private beats should contact
the following: Ford and Etal
Estates on 01668 216 223 and
Tiptoe Farm on 01890 882 177
or visit www.tillfishing.co.uk

Tyneside Anglers’ Syndicate
may have some vacancies for
the new season. Visit www.
tynesideanglerssyndicate.
wordpress.com – 
DAVID CARRICK.

TYNE

THE DECEMBER floods were
absolutely horrendous, the main
Tyne peaking at a record 20 ft
above normal level. As I write,
the river is falling back to some
semblance of normality but the
damage to banks and in-river
ecology will be immense. The
timing was especially bad after
many salmon and sea-trout had
spawned, and many redds will
have been washed out.

Gravel shift is immense and
the extent of this is still to be
assessed as flows are still high.
One angler told me he could
hear the boulders clonking as
they were moved downstream
in the vicious flows.

It is at times like these that
all Tyne anglers are thankful for
Kielder hatchery. In the recent
Salmon Summit it was mooted
that it had little impact on
stocks in the Tyne. This is utter
nonsense as anyone with an
inkling of sense knows it is quite
the opposite. One of the main
reasons the Tyne has improved
and maintained its success is
Kielder Hatchery’s input.

Predation continues to be out
of control, cormorants,
goosanders, herons, gulls and
otters continuing to severely
deplete stocks of trout,
coarse-fish, smolts and parr.

The Tyne opens for salmon
fishing on Feb 1, with sport
again likely to be restricted to
below the fish-pass at Riding
Mill. The main problem here is
the fact that the dam, which
spans about 80 per cent of the
river, deflects the whole of the
flow through the area of the
weir gates and the fish-pass. It
seems obvious that the velocity
is far too powerful for fish to
take the fish-pass. This robs the
beats upstream of spring sport.

Persistent releases from
Kielder, along with often high
spring flows, result in fish
being held back.

Anglers will be out on
opening day trying to catch the
first fish of the season. Last
year B. Williamson from
Aspatria, Cumbria, got his name
on the Northern Game Angler
Shield for catching the first fish.
His 10 lb salmon was caught at
Bywell on a Willie Gunn.

The captor of this season’s
first fish must have the fish
witnessed and weighed or
estimated. The angler should
then contact me on 0191 4133
789 or 07590 411 015 or e-mail
davecarrickryton@hotmail.com.

The Northumbrian Anglers’

Federation prices for 2016 have
not yet been released and
anglers should visit www.
northumbriananglersfed.co.uk
for information. Season permits
are still available only to anglers
resident in Northumberland,
Tyne and Wear or
County Durham.

Anglers interested in fishing
the Tyne can contact me or any
of the following:
www.fishtyne.co.uk. Tyneside
Anglers’ Syndicate (www.
tynesideanglerssyndicate.
wordpress.com). Derwent
Anglers’ Association
(daa.membershipsec@
googlemail.com). Axwell Park
and Derwent Valley Angling
Association (www.apdvaa.co.
uk). Stillwater trout anglers
should visit www.
westwaterangling.co.uk –
DAVID CARRICK.

USK

IN EARLY December there was
flooding in the Usk Valley on at
least two occasions, when the
river spilled over into fields and
on to minor roads. As this period
is the spawning season for
salmon, it becomes difficult to
assess the number of fish
involved in this vital process.

  Taking a final glance back at
the 2015 salmon season, the
monthly pattern of catches as
reported at Sweet’s Tackle Shop

was as follows: March 5, April
3, May 40, June 60, July 9,
August 25, September 42,
October 21, Total 205.

The spring run on the Usk
has been disappointing for 20
years or more. However, some
40 salmon were reported in
May, which is an encouraging
sign. Salmon do tend to
remain in the lower reaches
until there is a decent flow of
water. Around 60 salmon were
recorded in June, before the
river dropped in July and
catches were minimal. Some
heavy rain in late August
brought in the autumn run and
catches remained decent until
the end of the season
in mid October.

The size of salmon appears
to be improving, with several
over the 20 lb mark and one at
30 lb caught by Bob Jones at
Clytha on a spinner.
At Llwyn Corner Tom
Hannan had a 25 lb fish on fly.
Ueli Zellweger and Ron
McAdam each recorded salmon
at 24 lb on fly. At Newbridge
Keith Bell landed a 20-pounder
on a spinner and at Upper
Llangibby Ken Evans
released a 20 lb fish.
On the downside there did
appear to be a shortage of grilse
in the summer. –
JEAN WILLIAMS.

WEAR

THE RUN of migratory fish last
season was around 21,000, but
this does not seem to have been
reflected in catches. Some of
the reports were of a very poor
season, though a few anglers
made pretty good catches of
sea-trout at night.

The new season starts on
Feb 1, though most rods wait
until April before wetting a line.

Anglers looking for fishing on
the Wear should contact the
following:
Bishop Auckland AC: www.
bishopaucklanddistrictangling
club.com.
Chester-le-Street AC: www.
chester-le-street-angling-club.
com.
Durham City AC: www.
durhamanglers.co.uk.Felling Fly 
Fishers: www.fellingflyfishers.
co.uk. Tyneside Anglers 
Syndicate: www.
tynesideanglerssyndicate.
wordpress.com. Willington 
Angling Club, 7 Vicarage 
Gardens , Low Willington , 
Crook , Co Durham DL15 0VZ.
(Please enclose SAE). – 
DAVID CARRICK.

WESSEX 
WATERS

WHATEVER WE might think of 
Europe it has at least given us 
ways of protecting our 
countryside by classifying rivers 
such as the Itchen as not just 
an SSI but also a Special Area 
of Conservation.

But the river is now 
threatened by plans to build 800 
new homes on its lower 
floodplain together with new 
roads and a new motorway 
junction. And this from a local 
council that boasts about its 
green credentials yet chose to 
make the announcement in the 
middle of the climate-change 
talks in Paris. 

The proposed new road will 
cross the river where the Lower 
Bishopstoke and Standford 
Meadows fisheries meet. Chris 
Pearson, who runs the Lower 
Bishopstoke fishery asked, 
“Will the highest level of 
protection possible for a river 
and its floodplain make any 
difference? We’ll find out in due 
course whether or not an SAC 
designation means anything 
at all.”

Again, ironically, the news 
came shortly after the sad 
death of a staunch campaigner 
for the river, David Browse of 
the Itchen Salmon Group. As 
Chris put it, “His tireless 
commitment to the Itchen and 
its salmon is irreplaceable and 
he will be missed by many.” 
Me included.

On a more cheerful note the 
Wild Trout Trust’s Mike 
Blackmore reports on a whole 
raft of restoration projects. 
They have covered work on the 
Crane in Dorset which, I now 
realise, has a run of sea-trout. 
There were also projects on the 
Avon, Nadder and Wylye 
backed by the Salisbury club 
and the Wiltshire Wildlife Trust 
(WTT). The latter could probably 

teach a thing or two to the 
Hampshire Wildlife Trust which, 
I hear, has totally cleared one 
field alongside the Itchen and, 
yet again, installed a herd of 
cattle in a bid to restore 
a fen meadow. 

On the Avon at Somerley 
estate manager John Levell’s 
Avon Diary blog recorded “A 
low river, the grass continues to 
grow, the wintering migratory 
wildfowl have yet to arrive and 
today a mistlethrush was 
singing at the top of its voice to 
an unseen mate. Just what the 
long-term implications of such 
unseasonal conditions might be 
are unknown. Temperature 
triggers for the spawning 
salmon to head for the redds 
have some way to go if they are 
to meet the new year as 
programmed by a millennium of 
natural selection.” 

In the Test Valley, Dever 
keeper Chris de Cani reported 
“At Bransbury there was a 
noticeable dearth of sexually 
mature brown trout on the 
spawning gravels from 
November through to the end of 
January, with significantly 
fewer redds than previous 
years. It may not have been the 
case throughout the river, and 
could be attributable to the high 
numbers of otters that 
frequented the Dever valley this 
year, or possibly the 
implementation of the National 
Trout and Grayling Strategy in 
2015. The last Environment 
Agency survey on this stretch to 
assess fish populations for EU 
habitat directive threw up good 
numbers of small brown trout, 
half of which were classified as 
“wild”, whatever “wild” is. It 
will be interesting to see if this 
remains the case in five years’ 
time. 

And finally, some sad news – 
the death of Sir Jeremy Black. 
He was best known as the 
skipper of HMS Invincible in the 

Many redds 
feared washed 
out by floods 
on Tyne



98 February2016 www.trout-and-salmon.co.uk

weekend of November even in
low-lying areas. We continue to
be faced with high winds, and
storm Desmond made its
presence felt up and down the
valley. I travelled as far
upstream as Ballater on the first
Saturday of December and saw
the river as high as it’s been for
quite some time. It had burst in
all the usual places – and in
some less expected areas.
There was a great deal of debris
bobbing around as it progressed
downstream – whole trees will,
I’m sure, have become lodged in
all sorts of inconvenient places
and done all sorts of damage.
The heavy rain combined with
snowmelt to ensure the river
stayed high for longer than we
are accustomed to – and at
least one couple being 
evacuated from their Ballater
home. 

One piece of good news is
the award of the Callum
McKenzie Cup to 17-year-old
Sean Rennie. The cup, provided
by Ballogie Estate and the
McKenzie family, is awarded to
the young person whose catch
– regardless of species – is
considered most notable during
the season. I can think of no
more fitting memorial to Callum
McKenzie than this cup. When I
first started fishing – more than
30 years ago – I went along to
fly-tying classes at which
Callum and his friend, the late
Basil Catt, patiently taught
novices of all ages the art of
tying flies. Callum’s own flies
were works of art. I still have a
few in my fly-boxes but daren’t
use them for fear they are lost
forever. Tireless in his 
encouragement of young folk,
Callum would have been
delighted to hear of young
Sean’s success – and very proud
to think that another convert to
salmon fishing has been made.

By the time this column
appears, we will be on the brink
of the Dee opening for the 2016
season. Despite all that
happened – or didn’t happen –
in 2015, I look forward to that
immensely. We have already
booked our usual May and June
weeks – both on upper beats,
where success really has been
at a premium in recent years.
Rents have been reduced – but
we would have taken the fishing
without that incentive. Deeside
is a special place, the people are
special, and we remain
convinced that better days are
coming – and, besides, catching
a fish is only part of the joy of
fishing. – POLMONIER.

Falklands but he was a member 
of the Portsmouth Services Fly 
Fishing Association, having 
been taught to fish by Dr 
Clifford Brewer. As Dr Brewer 
became less mobile Sir Jeremy 
was always there to help him on 
their trips to the Test at 
Wherwell.  – 
GRAHAM MOLE.       

    

WYE

HIGH WATER continued 
throughout December, 
culminatiing in a huge spate 
that almost reached the highest 
levels ever recorded on the 
upper river and at a couple of 
sites did indeed peak at 
historically high levels. 
     The main stem and 
tributaries Ithon and Irfon were 
both badly affected and one can 
only imagine what may have 
happened to any redds already 
laid down. As you can imagine, 
the colour was awful, as a big 
spate always is on the Wye, and 
it took a long time to clear.       
Spawning often continues well 
into December, so hopefully 
some fish have yet to spawn 
and will find somewhere 
suitable, though at the moment 
there seems little possibility of 
any meaningful redd-counting.

There were a few more 
springers last season than in 
recent years so hopefully the 
trend will continue, but with 
such wide fluctuations in 
catches these days who can 
foretell what may happen?  – 
GEOFF FRANKS.

YORKSHIRE 
ESK

DESPITE SAPROLEGNIA being 
present in the Yorkshire Esk in 
2015, the redds appear to have 
been fairly busy from late 
October. After six weeks of rain 
levels have fallen to around 
normal, and as I write fish are 
spawning. – GREEN TEAL.

Scotland
ABERDEENSHIRE
 DEE

THE DEE is closed, riparian 
owners are busy planning for 
next season and gillies are 
occupied with maintenance 
work on banks, roads, huts etc. 
The weather certainly isn’t 
doing much to ease or support 
such efforts. Since last I wrote, 
we’ve had significant snow in 
the hills, and on the last 

coloured for the next few days
with a vast array of objects
being washed down, but
compared to most other rivers
we got off very lightly. Over the
past five or so years this sudden
rise in water levels at this time
of the year does no favours to
newly cut redds, for the
unstable gravel is easily
disturbed and ova not deep
enough can be washed out.

Many years ago the upper
reaches of most rivers would
normally be frozen bank to bank
come late December, with ice-
cold water maintaining a steady
temperature all winter. Now
serious flooding and mild
weather are becoming a
common occurrence all over the
country at this time of year. –
MARTIN WEBSTER.

ANNAN

THE 2015 catch statistics are
still coming in but they will
not look good.

Mind you, the best runs of
fish were in the spring and
summer, when fewer anglers
are after them – how things
have changed! My advice to
anyone wanting to fish for
salmon on the Annan next year
is spread yourself out. Take
some time in all three seasons
to cast a fly.

I am told the Newbie beat
had a total of 96 salmon and
grilse; the best fish weighed
26 lb 8oz. Sea-trout totalled 119.

At Kirkwood, a much
smaller beat with only four rods
let, the total was only 24 salmon
and 31 sea-trout. The best time
was probably late July. –
ANTHONY STEEL.

BEAULY

BELOW ARE a few items of
news from the Ness and Beauly
Fisheries Trust.

The annual electro-fishing
surveys during 2015 at various
sites showed that fry and parr
densities are generally holding
up well. Exceptions include
some main-stem sites as well
as Glen Strathfarrar, where
numbers were reduced; this
probably reflects the massive
floods in March – the highest
for some 25 years and which
caused the evacuation of the
caravan park by Lovat Bridge.

Netting in July in the tidal
Ferry pool (downstream of
Lovat), aimed at monitoring sea-
trout, produced very few
migratory trout but, surprisingly,
a lot of salmon parr; one can
only surmise that tidal
water presents good feeding
opportunities for
juvenile salmon.

Monitoring on the Culburnie
Burn, upstream of the former
bridge apron (which was
recently eased in the interests
of fish-passage), has shown
good numbers of trout fry but no
salmon; it was always thought
to be primarily a sea-trout
spawning tributary.

The trust is a partner in the
Inner Moray Firth programme
against invasive non-native
species, led by Coille Alba, a
small environmental charity
dedicated to the management
of native woodlands. Extensive
stands of Japanese knotweed
on the lower Beauly have been
treated by stem-injection and to
date there is no sign of
regrowth.
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counting, fairly rea
numbers of salmon have bee
seen in the upper tributaries
along with big trout – some over
6 lb. The main river has been
patchy in places, some areas
lacking in activity, but this was
to be expected after such a poor
angling season. The remains of
spent salmon and trout have
been found on many areas of
riverbank up and down the
catchment due mainly to otter
kills, proving that numbers of
this inquisitive creature

are at a very healthy level
throughout Donside.

Now at the beginning of 
December the upper reaches of 
the system have a peaceful feel 
to them with only the odd cock 
fish still seen patrolling the 
pools. However, in the lower 
reaches late-running fish have 
been seen going up over the 
weirs and it just shows how late 
some fish about to spawn will 
still enter the system. These 
late runners do not travel far 
upstream and are normally seen 
spawning from Inverurie down 
to the Parkhill area.

The beginning of December 
saw a thick layer of snow 
appear over the upper hills but 
this unfortunately disappeared 
when Storm Desmond battered 
the country. A sudden increase 
in air temperature coupled with 
some seriously heavy rain 
brought the whole lot down 
overnight. The upper river rose 
overnight on Dec 4, peaking at 
around 4 ft the following day. 
The whole system ran high and 
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CLYDE

A COLD snap would have been 
welcome in November but, 
although it snowed at least 
three times on high ground, 
heavy rain followed almost 
immediately.

The river rose to spate level 
very quickly. Around Carstairs it 
spilled over its banks, flooding 
much of the nearby farmland. 
Conditions were so bad that 
river wardens told me there 
were no anglers out but large 
numbers of people were there, 
with cameras, recording the 
scene. In the lower reaches, the 
busy Clydeside Road was 
blocked by floodwater. 

In the upper reaches most 
attempts to catch grayling were 
thwarted. The few fish 
encountered were taken from 
slow water close to the bank. 
They scarcely measured up to 
what older anglers used to refer 
to as “herring sized”. Maggots, 
held right on the bottom, were 
the most effective bait. 

PROSPECTS

The salmon season opens 
on Feb 11. It is highly 
unlikely that any fish will 
come in before April but it 
has become a tradition for 
the United Clyde Angling 
Protective Association to 
celebrate the official 
opening with a simple 
ceremony. This will take 
place on Feb 13. Anglers 
wishing to attend should 
arrive at the Popinjay Hotel, 
in Rosebank, around 9 am. It 
is intended to produce a few 
free souvenir day permits 
which, although there will 
be no salmon around, will 
allow their holders to fish 
for grayling for the rest of 
the day. Grayling should 
still be feeding as they 
prepare for their coming 
spawning.

Like most angling clubs 
and associations, those on 
the Clyde are still waiting to 
be told their fate. The Clyde 
has been labelled by the 
advisors to the Scottish 

Government as being in
decline. Readers of this
column will be aware of the
vast improvement in salmon
catches since the king of
fish arrived back in the
Clyde 30 years ago.

The associations dare not
print their permits for this
year in case a total catch-
and-release policy is forced
upon them. The additional
printing costs would be an

unnecessary burden. At the
very least, it is thought that
the decisions should be put
on hold for a year, allowing
associations to continue
with their successful
conservation measures. The
decision process has been
carried out without any true
science applied. –
TOM McGREGOR.

CONON

TRAPPING AND stripping of fish
for the hatchery began well and,
by Dec 8, 800,000 eggs had
been procured. The target is at
least 1.5 million.

At the time of writing (Dec 9)
the operation has been
curtailed. There was simply too
much water (as happened in
2014) to operate the trap at the
Heck. Water levels need to
subside to enable more fish
(there were plenty waiting to
come into the trap) to be
caught up.

The 2015 count through the
Torr Achilty dam is encouraging.
As of early December the
uncorrected figure was 1,400,
which is understood to be the
highest in 20 years. –
ANDREW
GRAHAM-STEWART.

 

CREE AND 
BLADNOCH 

AT THE time of writing (Dec 9) 
more than six weeks of rain 
have kept the Cree and the 
Bladnoch well above their 
normal levels.

Looking back over the 2015 
season, catches were a great 
improvement on those of 2014.

The lower beats of the Cree
began with a few springers
from mid March into April. From
then until the end of June most
of the spring fish appeared to
run straight up to the Minnoch,
where catches were very good.
Results on the Cree improved
steadily with plenty of water
from June until the end of
August, and catches of sea-
trout were good, particularly on
Newton Stewart Angling
Association water.

The Bladnoch had its first
fish in mid April, although it was
May before catches improved
and fish were showing in good
numbers. Although the grilse
were slow to appear, sport
continued steadily throughout
July and August.

September heralded a spell
of warm, dry weather for six
weeks, and as both rivers fell to
very low levels few fish were
caught. However, towards the
end of October water conditions
improved, and anglers on the
Bladnoch had their best
week of the season.

As we look forward to next
season, at present it appears
uncertain what the impact of
the Wild Fisheries Reform will
have on us. – D. A. B.

DEVERON

THE LAST month of the season
limped towards the end and no
great spate brought fish into the
system. Most fish were dour.
After a 2 ft rise on October 13
Castle Water, Huntly, landed
four fish to 18 lb, Avochie had
three to 18 lb and Upper
Netherdale and Waterside had
fish of 18 lb and 12 lb. The river
then fell quickly and Craig
Wyness returned a 30 lb 8 oz
fish, taken on fly, from the
Sheep’s Haugh pool. Craig wins
the Morison Trophy, awarded
for the heaviest fish caught and
returned on fly each year. He
will be presented with the
trophy at the opening-day
ceremony on Feb 11 at Turriff
Angling Association and receive
a new salmon rod sponsored by
Turriff Tackle and Trophies. This 
year’s celebrity presenting the 
prize will be golfer Paul Lawrie.

After this the remainder of 
the season was a bit of an anti-
climax but lower beats picked 
away into double-figure catches 
for the remaining weeks.

Doom and gloom throughout 
the season persisted as anglers 
wondered how small the 2015 
season’s catch would be.

The numbers are not all in 

but officially we are standing at
around 938 salmon and grilse
with over 500 sea-trout. On
those beats that record them,
brown trout totalled over 600,
with 97 per cent returned.
Ninety-five per cent of the
sea-trout were returned.

However, given that anglers
were thinking this might be the
last season when one could be
kept, salmon return rates
dipped to 75 per cent.

The net catch for
Gardenstown was around 1,000
for salmon and grilse, and 200
sea-trout. These nets will now
not operate for three years.

As the Deveron has been
classed as a Category 1 river,
there are to be no alterations to
the conservation code for 2016.

Anglers are concerned about
a number of beats that are for
sale; at the time of writing they
are still on the market.

There is lots of fishing still
available on the river and if we
can get a bit of rain in 2016 we
should produce better figures.

We have already had more
snow this winter than during the
whole of last and we are not yet
through December, so I hope
this will continue.

The brown trout fishing is
fantastic from March to May,
given settled conditions, and
the sea-trout are back in great
condition. If we can get anglers
back we will see a
recovery in catches.

For fishing availability phone
Frank at Turriff Tackle on
01888 562 428 or visit www.
fishingthedeveron.co.uk –
F. R. H.

FINDHORN

FORRES AA has confirmed that
there is no increase in visitor
permit prices for the 2016
season. Daily permits are still
£25 from February to May and
£35 from June to September.

Weekly permits (Monday to
Saturday) are £110 from 
February to May and £175 from
June to September.

Permits are available from 
the Forres Tackle Shop, 97D 
High Street, Forres, Moray IV36
1AA (Tel: 01309 672 936).

Season permit prices for 
Forres AA senior and ordinary 
members are increasing by £5; 
there is no additional cost for 
junior members. – ANDREW 
GRAHAM-STEWART.

GIRVAN

AFTER MONTHS of dry weather
and very few fishing 
opportunities during the season,
the river has been in spate since
the end of October. There have
been some major floods and no
doubt a lot of damage done to 
vulnerable banks. The bailiffs 
have been unable to check 
spawning activity on the main 
redds and are awaiting lower 
water to do their annual 
assessments.

At the AGM of the River 
Girvan District Salmon Fishery 
Board there were a lot of 
concerned voices about the low 
catches and lack of sightings of 
salmon throughout the season. 
Without a fish-counter it is 
impossible to tell how good or 
bad things really are. We are 
relying on the exemplary work 
of the Ayrshire Rivers Trust to at 
least give some indications of 
the health of the river. 

In 2015 the electro-fishing 
results, for the fourth year in a 
row, showed there are good 
numbers of fry in the river. Some 
pollution incidents in 2015 
affected fish in specific areas 
and reduced the overall fry 
average. These incidents were 
followed up by ART and SEPA 
and action taken. 

It is 12 weeks until the 
season starts again and we can 
only hope for a better year than 

Clyde opening 
ceremony to 
be held on 
February 13
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the past two. Girvan is 
categorised as a “2” in the 
latest output from the Wild 
Fisheries Reform review. 
Therefore along the whole of 
the river anglers should try to 
maintain catch-and-release 
levels, currently around 80 per 
cent. This means there is still 
the opportunity this year to take 
one for the pot. – 
DALMAKERRAN.

HALLADALE

WITH STRIPPING concluded, 
the total number of eggs 
secured in the hatchery was 
45,000 – just under the target
figure. The early part of
December was very mild; a cold
snap would be advantageous in
order to slow egg development.

With plenty of rainfall, water
levels across the catchment
were high, reaching 5 ft-6 ft in
the main stem – by no means
extreme and giving no cause for
concern in terms of potential
redd wash-out. – ANDREW
GRAHAM-STEWART.

KYLE OF
SUTHERLAND

FINAL TOTALS for the Kyle of
Sutherland Angling Association
were 28 salmon and 60 grilse.

High water in the local rivers
(Carron, Oykel, Cassley and

Shin) during June and July
meant catches were initially
largely restricted to the upper
sections of the Kyle, particularly
the Scarp. The biggest salmon
of the season, around 20 lb, was
caught at the Scarp by regular
angler Paul Moran.

Drier conditions in August
came as a welcome relief to
anglers fishing in the Bonar
Bridge area, with August seeing
some decent catches of grilse.
Anglers commented that the
size of the grilse seemed to
have improved compared to
recent seasons although
red-vent syndrome was a
common feature.

Sea-trout fishing was also
slow off the mark but improved
as the season progressed. A
tally of 176 sea-trout
(averaging just under 2 lb) plus
431 finnock was recorded. The
final few days of the season
saw anglers reporting unusually
large catches of fresh
finnock for the time of year,
which surely bodes well
for future stocks.

Membership details and
tickets for the Kyle of
Sutherland and local lochs are
readily available.
Visit www.kosaa.co.uk
or e-mail kosaa@gmail.com
for further details. –
ANDREW GRAHAM-
STEWART.

NAIRN

TWO SPATES in November and
December reached almost 1.3 m
on the Firhall gauge. The flow in
the Dogleg pool has been much
improved since the major part of
the obstructing tree was
removed last month. There is,
however, an underwater trunk
at right-angles to the current
which still has to be dealt with.

The Nairn Angling 
Association AGM was held on
Dec 8, and members had to
digest the unwelcome news
that the club had a deficit of
more than £5,000 for the year.
As a result, Cawdor beat (the
right bank) can no longer be
afforded and will not be
available for members next
season, but Kilravock (the bank
opposite) can still be fished. The
short Dalcross stretch, which
has never been particularly
productive for members, has
been relinquished, too.

A lecture on signal crayfish
was given by Mr R. Houghton of
Aberdeen University, who has
carried out research on the
Geddes Burn population. Useful
data has been gleaned from
weekly trapping by NAA
volunteers. It appears that while
continuous trapping has
possibly been responsible for
the current decline in the
population, eradication is a

much more difficult proposition,
and nowhere in Scotland has
this been achieved in a river.
Poisoning is only really suitable
in enclosed systems such as
small lochs, as well as being
very expensive, and zapping
with electricity, while effective,
does not reach specimens
burrowing deep into  
the soft banks.

The bailiff told the assembly
that sampling of the juvenile
and adult salmon populations in
the middle and upper reaches of
the river showed that very
healthy numbers were present.

Testing of the covert camera
systems now in operation on
the river has given good results,
with numerous stills of animals
that have triggered the shutters.
These images are sent directly
to the bailiff’s phone; hopefully
next season equally good
results will be obtained – with
poachers in the frame.

After 11 years of sterling
service as NAA secretary, and
three years as NAA president,
Lorna Moffat stood down. She
was at the helm over some
difficult years and worked
tirelessly for the club. In
appreciation of this she was
presented with flowers and a
gift. The association is greatly
indebted to her.

The new president, taking
the post for the second time, is
Willie Barron. – ANDREW
GRAHAM-STEWART.

NESS

FIGURES RELEASED by the
Ness Board indicate that rod
catches for the system as a
whole in 2015 were the
highest for eight years.

The total was 1,222 salmon
and grilse, up from 815 in 2014.
The five- and ten-year averages
are 946 and 1,057 respectively.
Catches on the Oich and the
Garry were particularly
encouraging.

The total included 705 MSW
salmon, compared to five- and
ten-year averages of 568 fish
and 596 fish respectively. The
spring (January to May) MSW

catch was 322 (the highest 
since 1995), the summer (June 
to August) MSW catch was 284 
(the highest since 2005) and the 
autumn (September to October) 
MSW catch was a 
disappointing 99 (down on 2014 
and the third lowest  
figure since 1952).

Five hundred and seventeen 
grilse were recorded – the most 
for five years and up on both the 
five- and ten-year averages of 
379 and 461 respectively.

Although the sea-trout catch 
was more than double that of 
2014, at just 99 it is still 
depressingly low.

All in all, 2015 was certainly 
an improved season – grounds 
for a little cautious optimism 
after some difficult years. – 
ANDREW 
GRAHAM-STEWART.

 

NITH

THE RAIN continued for the 
third week in November but 
anglers somehow managed to 
catch fish despite a big river all 
that week. The Burgh water in 
Dumfries  reported nine fish  to 
14 lb; in the middle reaches 
Drumlanrig had two fish; and 
at the top of the river UNAA 
also two fish. 

Things calmed down by the 
last week of the season, with 
the river still holding plenty of 
water  but clearing to give 
anglers some hope of a late fish. 
The Burgh landed two to 6 lb 
and the Dumfries 
Association two at 8 lb and  
14 lb. Dalswinton had the 
biggest of the week, a 
17-pounder, plus a 3 lb sea-
trout. Opposite, at Friars 
Carse, three fish were grassed, 
including a fresh fish and a 
small red grilse by Ian Griffin.

Roger Simpson, finishing off 
his season at Closeburn 
Castle, hooked quite a number 
of fish but held on to only three 
– two touching 10 lb and one at 
12 lb. He said about the week,  
“They seemed to be taking the 
fly without much conviction. 
There was always the odd fish 
showing and I always felt 
hopeful of a pull.

“Conditions were good by 
late-November standards – not 
too much water, good clarity 
and only one morning when the 
line froze in the rod-rings.”

The season at Closeburn was 
an improvement on 2014 but 
slightly down on 2013, with 22 
salmon, nine grilse and 31 sea-
trout. The average weight of 
each species was in  

A BEAT TO TRY THIS SPRING

River Dee, Altries and Lower Drum
The beat enjoys two miles of largely double-bank fishing with 16 pools and plenty of space. All pools 
on the right bank are readily fished from the bank, but the left bank is fished mainly by wading. The 
wading is generally easy and the pools provide excellent fly water. Because of the nature of the beat 
it can be fished in all but flood levels.

There is one old stone fishing hut for lunch on the south bank that is accessible by car. 

Day-tickets for salmon cost from £30.
Contact Tom Carter, FishPal. Tel: 01573 470 612. 
Purchase tickets online at www.fishpal.com/Scotland/Dee/AltriesAndLowerDrum

Nairn covert 
camera 
systems now 
in operation



line with the ten-year average.
The season as a whole has

been an improvement over 2014
and there seem to have been
more fish in the system from
summer onwards. The main
reasons for lack of catches, I
think, have been the weather
and lack of anglers. – 
ED BAXTER.

NORTH ESK

DESPITE FLUCTUATING levels
and a barrage of leaves, some
good sport was had towards the
end of the season. On Burn
House the usual build-up of
salmon below the Loups was
heavy, and on some of the lower
pools a good few fish were
caught and released, though
there was a distinct lack of
clean fish. 

The concern at present is the
condition of the redds after the
torrential rain of the past two
weeks. Only now (mid 
December) are things settling
down, but even now I fear there
is more to come. The bailiffs, I
suspect, will be unable
to do redd-counts. 

Final numbers from the Logie
counter are still not available
but up to the end of August
there was an increase of more
than 1,000 fish over last season.

The stars of the year have
been the grilse, which returned
to the river in large numbers and
provided good sport for fly-
fishers. The main river provided
good sea-trout fishing but
strangely the sea-trout did not
seem to enter the West Water
in any great numbers, despite
early reports from the counter
suggesting a good head of fish
had passed upstream before
the end of August. 

There will be total catch-
and-release this season until
the end of April and a fisheries
board request for voluntary
catch-and-release until June 15,
these few extra weeks to spare
the last of the spring run.

Remember: there will be no
coastal nets this season and
there is much speculation about
how many extra fish this will
allow into the system. I prefer to
wait and see, but I am very
hopeful. – WESTIE.

OUTER 
HEBRIDES

CONGRATULATIONS TO Alan
Lyburn, who is the Outer
Hebrides “Catch-and- release
Fish of the Season” winner for
2015. Alan’s magnificent

8 lb 4 oz brown trout, caught on
a Teal, Blue and Silver variant
from Loch East Bee, South Uist,
in June was judged to be the
overall winner. However, it was
a close-run affair with Brian
Davis’s 13 lb Grimersta springer
a very close runner-up!

Catches for the South Uist
Estate waters make interesting
reading, with 2,159 brown trout
averaging 15 oz recorded, 372
sea-trout averaging 2 lb, and 47
salmon/grilse averaging
5 lb 8 oz. Several specimen sea-
trout were recorded throughout
the 2015 season: 5 lb 4 oz from
the North Ford; 5 lb 8 oz from
Lochs Fada, School House and

Lower Kildonan; 7 lb from Castle
Loch by Paul Jowett on a size 10
Black Pennell on Aug 31, and
Andy Coyne’s 8 lb cock fish from
Loch Roag on a size 12 
Alexandra on Sept 16. John
Marshall landed a fresh-run
10 lb salmon on a Goat’s Toe on
Loch Lower Kildonan on Aug 13,
and Mr Towns also landed a
ten-pounder on Loch Roag on
Sept 26. – DONNIE MACIVER.

OYKEL

AS MENTIONED briefly in the
last issue, Kyle of Sutherland
Fishery Board staff have
continued to work during 2015
as part of the Pearls in 
Peril Project.

A key local partner in the
project has been Forest
Enterprise Scotland, which has
been undertaking peatland
restoration on parts of the Kyle
of Sutherland catchment. More
success in terms of obtaining
funding for peatland restoration
has recently been achieved, the
environment manager for North
Highland Forest District, Neil
McInnnes, stating that “The
North Highland Forest District
of Forest Enterprise Scotland
has been successful in winning
£985k of funding from the
Peatland Action Programme this
year, building on the success of
the 2014 award, which saw
£1.2m spent in the Shin and
Oykel catchments on mire
restoration. These large-scale

projects are a vital landscape
scale contribution to ecosystem
restoration following the
inappropriate afforestation
programmes of the 
1970s and 1980s”.

This work is particularly
important in restoring natural
run-off into watercourses. Hill
drainage ditches (for forestry
and other land use) were widely
engineered and developed in
the latter part of the last
century, causing unnaturally
fast run-off and thus rises and
falls in water levels. Blocking up
these man-made drains helps to
restore the natural sponge
effect of the moorlands. Spates
should last longer! – ANDREW
GRAHAM-STEWART.

 

SHIN

AS MENTIONED in my previous
report, the preliminary results
from the tagging experiments
undertaken during the 2015
smolt run suggest that (once
again) the numbers of smolts
successfully migrating through
Loch Shin and the Lairg dam
remain worryingly low.

The raising of the level of
Loch Shin for the hydro scheme
in 1959 fundamentally altered
the regime of the loch. When it
was shallower with more flow,
the outlet (ie the head of the
River Shin) was more easily
discernible. This is critical for
smolts migrating downstream
from the tributaries to the sea.

Extensive research in recent
years has determined that over
90 per cent of the smolts
descending the tributary (the
Tirry) nearest to the dam failed
to find the latter and/or the way
through it and thus were
unable to migrate to sea.

It is estimated, 
conservatively, that the main
tributaries that flow into the
loch (the Tirry, Fiag and
Merkland) produce some 20,000
smolts annually (the product of
both natural spawning and the
stocking of the headwaters by
the Fishery Board). With over 90
per cent failing to reach the
River Shin, no more than 2,000 
of these smolts will migrate to 
sea. Assuming that marine 
survival is between five and ten 
per cent, this migration will 
result in a maximum of 200 
returning adults that will 
attempt to get back to the upper 
tributaries to spawn. This 
calculation is neatly endorsed 
by the fact that currently no 
more than 200 adult salmon 
reach Loch Shin annually 

through the fish-passes (where
they are easily counted).

The Kyle of Sutherland
District Salmon Fishery Board is
currently awaiting with interest
the publication (on Dec 22) of
the second cycle of Scotland’s
River Basin Management Plan,
covering the period 2016-2021.
Considerable efforts have been
made by the board and the local
fishery trust to highlight to SEPA
the difficulties faced by smolts
attempting to migrate past the
hydro-electric dams in Lairg. It is
rumoured that the Loch Shin
issue is to be included in the
new plan. If this is indeed the
case, it is hoped that improved
mitigation measures can be
identified and implemented
during the second cycle of the
planning process, thus boosting
smolt survival through the loch
and the numbers of adult
salmon returning to the Shin
system. – ANDREW 
GRAHAM-STEWART.

 

SOUTH ESK

THE RIVER has been in almost
constant spate and no 
spawning fish have been
observed. I do not think any
redd-counts will be possible,
except for the early spawning
noted on the Rottal Burn.

Assessing the stock in the
river is so difficult as there
seemed to be a very fair run of
late-autumn fish passing
through the lower beats in the
last week or so of the season,
and possibly even after
its closure. 

There is still talk of installing
a fish-counter, but I am led to
believe this is unlikely until the
new management system is put
in place by the Scottish
Government.

But remember: we are fast
approaching our first season
with no coastal nets, and I look
forward to seeing to just what

extent this will influence the 
South Esk as the proportion of 
South Esk salmon caught by this 
mixed-stock fishery has never 
been quantified. 

At the beginning of 
December a party walking on 
the banks of the River Lunan, 
which Flows into Lunan Bay a 
mile or so south of the South 
Esk) were lucky enough to see a 
run of salmon passing over the 
Boysack dam – something not 
witnessed for a long time.

On a sadder note, I attended 
the funeral of Sandy Gordon, 
the hugely popular gillie on the 
Kinnaird beats. Sandy had not 
been well since his retirement, 
suffering a couple of strokes, 
but he still returned every year 
to the bottom beat with his sons 
and you knew by his smile he 
was happy there. I am sure 
many readers have many happy 
memories of this man, who 
brightened up many a poor day 
with his stories and offered so 
much advice to novice anglers. I 
will remember him as a friend 
and a fellow member of Brechin 
Angling Club. They do not make 
people like this today – real 
characters. – WESTIE.

TAY

AS YOU read this report the 
2016 Tay salmon season will 
most likely have already 
started, the Tay being one of the 
earliest rivers in Scotland to 
open, on January 15. Some fish 
may already have been caught. 
What, then, of prospects for 
spring 2016?

Well, I’m sure many anglers 
will be looking forward to spring 
2016 on the Tay given that in the 
past few years Tay spring 
fishing has generally been 
better than it was a few years 
ago. Not only have the numbers 
generally been better but so has 
the quality of fish. Not that long 
ago few three-sea-winter 
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salmon, for which the Tay was
once famed, were caught in the
spring. Fish under 10 lb were
almost all that was caught. But
that has not been the case in
the past few years, with a clear
increase in fish in the high teens
of pounds, for example. We
have even seen something of a
resurgence of big fish in the
30 lb-plus category, albeit from
an extremely low base.

Will this trend continue in
2016? I certainly hope so, but
obviously as neither I nor
anyone else has any form of
crystal ball on these matters we
will just have to wait and see.
But, irrespective of the run of
fish, what can always be said
with some confidence is that
fishing in the early spring
especially depends a lot
on the weather.

As I write this report, with
just over a month to opening
day, we have just experienced a
very wet period with maybe
more to come. Over the first
weekend in December the Tay
peaked at over 17 ft, its highest
for quite a number of years. On
the Saturday night, with high
tides expected at 11.30 pm,
Perth’s flood defences, which
were installed in response to
the big flood of 1993, were
firmly closed and faced their
first proper test. The Queen’s
Bridge was closed to traffic and
crowds gathered to see what
would happen. However, as luck
would have it, the river peaked
a little before the dreaded hour
and just started to fall. That,
combined with a neap tide,
meant the peak level at Perth
did not rise as high as feared,
though I understand it 

got up to about the bottom of
the structure of the
Queen’s Bridge itself.

It might seem a reasonable 
prediction, therefore, that by 
mid January any springers that 
have entered the river over the 
winter will be well spread out, 
probably right up to Loch Tay. 
That is, of course, if we don’t get 
a change to persistent hard 
frost. But as I write, that doesn’t 
seem an imminent prospect. 

Anyway, whatever the 
weather, let’s hope the fish will 
be there and decent catches 
will follow whenever conditions 
allow. But do remember: 
government regulations brought 
in last year mean that prior to 
April 1 all springers have to be 
released by law. That all said, 
once again, I would like to 
remind you that there is a lot of 
fishing available on the Tay in 
the early season. Much of it is 
quite cheap, and can be found 
on www.fishtay.co.uk. Tight 
lines for 2016. – BEN LUI.

TWEED

AS THE 2015 season ended it 
was one to forget for a lot of 
rods and boatmen after a very 
disappointing year for many. 
After a long spell of low water 
we finished the season with 
spate conditions at times, and 
at best high water, which was 
too much for many beats. One 
minute not enough, the next too 
much. This water finished the 
season for the bottom end but, 
by this time, they had had 
their chance when the 
water was low. 

The bottom half-dozen beats 
were the only ones who had 

seen consistent sport during the
autumn as the low water held
back most fish. Although these
weren’t in big numbers, or of a
large average size, at least the
rods in this area had a chance of
a pull or two. However, bearing
in mind the number of rods out
most days, catches weren’t
exceptional. The rest of the river
had to make do with the odd
fish pushing through in the low
water, after one of the small
rises we had, with totals in
single figures most weeks when
catches should be at a level for
which the Tweed is famous in
the autumn. Many fish taken
were on the small side, with
some down to 2 lb or even less,
and the classic fish in the teens
of pounds at a premium. A lot of
rods left the Tweed either not
having touched a fish or at best
having had a fish or two – not
what they were expecting for
the time of year, and for some
this was the second year in a
row that they have struggled. I
don’t think I have spoken to so
many disgruntled rods, some of
whom were saying that that
was it so far as their fishing on
the Tweed was concerned. Let’s
hope in the cold light of day they
have a change of heart.

Then, inevitably, after
waiting so long for water we
got the rain and it forgot to stop.
Most of November was lost to
high water – full spate at times
– which was very dirty and
carrying a lot of rubbish after
each rise. It was ironic that after
waiting for so long for a clean-
out we got too much water.

This finished the season for a
lot of beats. Some fish were
taken, but nothing like what
would be expected in an
average year, and nothing like
the quality. After the season’s
end the high water carried on
into December, culminating in a
major flood on Dec 6, the same
day the awful floods hit
Cumberland and Tyneside. Early
in the morning Tweedline
showed over 18 ft at Norham
and rising, with over 14 ft on the
Teviot gauge at Roxburgh.
Sprouston had been around
15 ft, with Boleside 9 ft and
rising. The flood peaked around
20 ft at Norham, which flooded
the boathouse area and nearly
got into the village at the castle
end. Serious flooding at Hawick
on the Teviot damaged a road,
and there were landslides in
places. The Cornhill-Wark road
was flooded, as was my hut,
with a lot of rubbish left in the
hedges. My hut was lifted off

its base and carried off 
downstream to be left stuck in 
trees at Sprouston. We’ll have 
to see what other damage has 
been done when it drops back. 
Meanwhile, all the best to rods 
and gillies for the new season. –
BOB HARRISON.

WESTER ROSS 
AND SKYE

GOOD NEWS in the context of 
the seemingly relentless 
expansion of the salmon 
farming industry is rare. 
However, recent decisions on 
Skye suggest that, at least in 
Highland Council’s area of 
planning responsibility, the fish- 
farmers are not getting 
everything their own way.

It seems that a growing 
number of Highland councillors 
have now begun to consider the 
environmental impacts of 

aquaculture although
(inexcusably) statutory
consultees (notably SEPA and 
SNH) appear to fail to take 
account of those same impacts.

In October planning 
committee members 
unanimously rejected Kames 
Fish Farming’s plans for a new 
farm in Loch Pooltiel off 
north-west Skye.

SNP councillor Craig Fraser 
warned that the application 
could well have had “a 
detrimental economic impact on 
local businesses,” and he 
echoed concerns raised by the 
Skye District Salmon Fishery 
Board of “an increased threat” 
to wild fish from sea-lice, 
pollution and escapes of caged 
fish in an “exposed” area of 
coastline vulnerable to storms. 
Councillor Fraser argued that 
fish-farming should be 
restricted to shore-based 
facilities to avoid any risk of 
cross breeding with wild stocks.

In late November Hjaltland/
Grieg withdrew (at the 11th 
hour) their planning applications 
for two mega-farms in Loch 
Eishort off south Skye. This 
followed a highly commendable 
and relentless local campaign of 
opposition, resulting in (at the 

end of the public consultation 
period) 104 objections against 
nil expressions of support for 
Eishort 1 and 131 objections 
against one expression of 
support for Eishort 2.

This campaign was 
spearheaded by an 
indefatigable and very well 
organised group of locals 
including Dr James 
Merryweather (biologist and 
author of the admirable book on 
salmon farming impacts Holes, 
published by Blue-Skye Books). 
The group lobbied hard and 
systematically demolished the 
company’s environmental 
impact assessments. Their 
website www.
scottishsalmonthinktank.net is 
well worth visiting.

This is a prime example (the 
Broad Bay campaign on Lewis is 
another) of how determined 
local opposition can win 
through against the financial 
clout of multi-national salmon 
farming companies.

BBC’s Countryfile in early 
December carried a report on 
the use of wrasse to control 
sea-lice by salmon farming 
company Wester Ross 
Fisheries. Most regrettably the 
report came across as a fluffy 
PR exercise for the company, 
whose assertions and spin on 
camera were hardly challenged. 
Wester Ross Fisheries have a 
terrible historic record on sea- 
lice control and the efficacy or 
otherwise of wrasse will not be 
apparent until further into their 
current production cycle.

Yours truly filed a complaint 
to the programme’s producers, 
citing the unbalanced nature of 
the report, with zero input from 
a wild fish/fisheries 
perspective. For what it is 
worth, the response said that it 
was likely they will return to the 
issue “at some point in the 
future”. – ANDREW 
GRAHAM-STEWART.

Ireland
IT WAS generally a fairly good 
salmon season in 2015, wet 
weather for most of June, July 
and August bringing in regular 
runs of fish. On our best river, 
the Moy, anglers enjoyed good 
fishing throughout the summer, 
though dry weather at the end 
of September brought the 
season to a quiet end. 

It was a similar story for 
anglers on the Cork 
Blackwater. The Fortwilliam 
fishery enjoyed a pretty good 

Councillors 
reject salmon-
farm plan 
on Skye

Tube Orange Eumer brass Wing Black nutria with two strands of 
mirage crinkle flash Hackle Orange cock Cheeks Jungle cock 

Cone Eumer brass

If you want to scale down, while keeping enough weight to reach 
deep-lying springers, this fly is perfect 
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season with some nice sea-
trout fishing at times in the
latter part of the season. Ian
Powell of the Blackwater Lodge
reported a good season, with
493 salmon and some big fish in
the last weeks of the season.

The salmon and sea-trout
fishing was very steady on
Lough Currane, where some
fine specimen sea-trout were
recorded, especially in May. In
the Connemara area, 392
salmon were recorded by rods
at Delphi, and anglers enjoyed
some good salmon fishing on
the nearby Erriff, now under
new management. The Lough
Inagh and Kylemore fisheries
provided some good salmon
fishing at times but sadly the
rest of the Connemara fisheries
did not enjoy a great season. In
the south-east, the River
Slaney showed some fine
improvement. 

The brown trout season was
quite good at times but the
Mayfly season was mixed on a
number of fisheries. Poor
weather certainly affected the
Mayfly fishing on Sheelin.
Many great trout were recorded
over the whole season. The best
of the Mayfly fishing was on
Lough Corrib and to a lesser
extent on the other big western
loughs. Early in the season the
duckfly fishing was very good,
albeit for a very short period.
The sedge fishing on most
loughs was pretty tough, most
anglers blaming the poor
summer weather. 

The provisional management
plan of the Wild Salmon Fishery
2016 is on the IFI website at
www.fisheriesireland.ie/
Salmon-Regulations/salmon-
regulations.html  which will be
signed into law by the Minister
by the beginning of January.
Anglers wishing to fish for
salmon can purchase a licence
in advance at www.
salmonlicences.ie/  

I wish all anglers tight lines
for the new season. – 
PAUL BOURKE.

DROWES 
AND MELVIN

IT CAN truthfully be said that
parts of Lough Melvin are in
three Irish counties, Fermanagh,
Donegal and Leitrim, but
following unprecedented rain in
the past ten days I can report
that considerable areas of these
threecounties are now in
Lough Melvin. 

Jim Connelly, who lives on
the shore at Rossinver and

whose house was cut off by the
floodwater, tells me that the
lough was two feet higher than 
he had ever seen it. Roads in the 
surrounding area were flooded, 
there was a landslide, water in 
the harbour at Rossinver was 
almost six feet above the level it 
was at when we built the new 
wall at the end of the summer, 
and the floor of our store was 
under a good two feet of water. 

Shane Gallagher at the 
Drowes tells me that at the 
moment water levels are still 
too high to allow any 
assessment of the damage 
caused by the flooding but that 
he expects much of the repair 
work carried out to bridges and 
walkways at the end of the 
season will have to be redone. 
This may mean that some 
favoured areas along the river 
might be a bit more difficult to 
reach early in the season but no 
doubt Shane and his team will 
have as many repairs carried 
out before the season as water 
levels allow.

By the time you read this, I 
hope all our members and 
friends will have had a good 
festive season and maybe 
enjoyed opening day on the 
Drowes; certainly with current 
water levels fish should have no 
problem entering the river for 
opening day. – 
DAVY STINSON.

NORTHERN 
IRELAND

BY NOW all submissions 
concerning the proposed 
management plans for Loughs 
Erne and Neagh will have been 
studied by DCAL fisheries 
experts and what happens next 
is awaited with interest. As it 
would take too much space to 
comment on each proposal I 
append some of the comments 
submitted by the Ulster Angling 
Federation in their responses 
to both plans. 

They write, “There is a trend 
in the plan for statements or 
assertions to be made without 
any indication of the source on 
which they are based. 
Recognising that there is a lack 
of data on the lough fisheries, it 
is reasonable that decisions are 
based on available information. 
However, we need to know the 
sources on which decisions 
are based. 

“In some instances it seems 
the main reason for decisions is 
to take the easy way out and 
allow DCAL to avoid having to 
face up to its responsibilities, 

such as the proposal to have
Lough Neagh Fisherman’s Co-op
Society (LNCFS) introduce a
permit system in place of DCAL
regulation. Other proposals are
selected not on science or good
husbandry, but to save DCAL
the embarrassment of having to
enforce regulations they have
ignored for too long. The 
proposals to legalise the 
continued use of illegal bait
trawl nets and the use of 
monofilament nets – which
have given constant trouble –
are such examples. We need
DCAL to take forward policies
based on what is good and 
right for the fishery.

“The plan covers a 
considerable range of issues
and, simply by virtue of its size,
a fishery management plan for
Lough Neagh will be 
comprehensive. In our recent

dealings with DCAL we have not
identified spare capacity in the
department, which begs the
question as to how DCAL will
provide the manpower to 
implement the plan. There is a
passing reference in the text to
‘Implementation of agreed 
proposals will be subject to
budgetary cover...’ As with 
timescale, manpower resources
need to match the promises.
This question of resources 
bears comparison with 
projected expenditure on other
water-based projects which
DCAL already support, notably
the £46m estimated cost of the
Lagan Canal. This will destroy a
considerable section of the
natural river Lagan. Compare
this to the present benefit and
the potential for further 
development of the Lough 
Neagh fishery. The harsh reality 
is that a management plan, 
without any examination of 
resources or timescale and with 
little in the way of explanation 
or justification for policies, isn’t 
really a management plan at all, 
but rather a wish-list, with 
some items included to ease 
problems in enforcement.”

There is much to think about 
as we all prepare for the new 
season. – MICHAEL SHORTT.

Erne and 
Neagh 
management
plans awaited

REAR ADMIRAL 
DAVID JOHN 
MACKENZIE CB
1929-2015

IT IS with great sadness that we report the death of our 
former Executive Director, Rear Admiral John Mackenzie, 
who served the Atlantic Salmon Trust with distinction 
between 1985 and 1997.

After a 40-year career in the Royal Navy, culminating as 
Flag Officer Gibraltar during the Falklands War, John 
became Executive Director of the Atlantic Salmon Trust in 
1985. He served the Trust at a time of enormous changes in 
the world of the wild Atlantic salmon. 

During John’s time as Executive Director the Trust had 
close relations with the Government’s Freshwater Fisheries 
Laboratory, where Dick Shelton was director (and later 
AST’s Research Director). That liaison and friendship 
became the springboard for the Trust’s work at sea, leading 
to increased international cooperation, especially in the 
early days of dealing with the problems caused by mixed-
stocks netting in Greenland. John also played a major part 
in bringing together the fish-farming industry, government 
and wild fishery interests. John’s legacy in international 
matters has been continued by his successors ever since.

John’s successor at the AST, Captain Jeremy Read RN 
(Rtd), wrote: “I relied on his guidance and support. Our 
mainly long-distance relationship functioned extremely 
smoothly, and I learned a great deal from his experience of 
contact with the scientific community, with Edinburgh and 
Whitehall, and with international members of the North 
Atlantic Salmon Conservation Organisation. His 
forthrightness came as a surprise to some foreign 
delegates, but his directness was respected, and there was 
a deal of sympathy for his not always well-concealed 
impatience at the ponderous slowness of international 
diplomacy. The firm reputation of the Trust in national and 
international salmonid affairs is a tribute to his energy, 
enthusiasm and balanced judgment.”

AST could not have developed into the respected 
international facilitator of scientific research, on behalf of 
salmon and sea-trout, that it is today without John’s 
contributions. His determination to assert the Trust’s 
independence and role as champion of the fish, rather than 
represent those who exploit them, stands to this day. To 
maintain that position required strength of character and a 
readiness to “stand up and be counted”, both of which John 
displayed in abundance. Throughout my time as Executive 
Director I benefited from his support and advice. While we 
are profoundly sad at the passing of a great advocate of 
AST, his considerable achievements are sure to endure for 
many more years. We have much to thank him for.
 Tony Andrews, Executive Director, AST
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Auction of Fishing Tackle & Related Items
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TROUT AND GRAYLING FISHING

Small private club, fishing 
in the Welsh/Shropshire 
borders, has vacancies  

for 2016.
RECRUITING NOW FOR THE 

2016 SEASON  
Including junior memberships for 2016

For details please contact:

 tony.rice50@btinternet.com or view

pheasanttailfly-fishers.co.uk

Ford and Etal Estates
8 miles double bank prime seatrout and salmon ishing.

3 beats let day/night max 4 rods per beat.
Flodden Syndicate has over 2 miles of river, 

2016 season rods avaliable.
Estate 5 year average 343 seatrout and 

156 salmon

Telephone Brian Thompson on 01668 216223
email: oice@ford-and-etal.co.uk

RIVER TILL

QUALITY CHALKSTREAM
FLYFISHING

Good hatches on 1000 yards
of the River Dever in
North Hampshire.

Also three crystal clear lakes.

Good access from A303/A34.

Max three rods/day cost
from £395 for the season.

CALL 01189813863

St Michael
Fly Fishers

We have limited vacancies to join
our club based in the South East

The majority of our angling events take
place monthly on a Saturday spread
throughout the year. We regularly
fish Lechlade, Avon Springs, Dever
Springs, Ducton Mill, Meon Springs,
Bushylease and many other venues.

Please visit our web site for
more information on who we

are and the ethics of our club:

www.smff.co.uk
If you would like further details

please contact our Hon Secretary
meflyfisher@aol.com

LOWER ITCHEN FISHERY

2015 a record breaking
year - 285 salmon

07477 790210 or 02380 814389
www.itchen-fishing.net
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RIVER TROUT
and

GRAYLING
FISHING

in KENT
Contact:

The Secretary

Tel: 01892 722334
www.flyfishingkent.co.uk

RIVER TEST
FISHING ON THE WORLD FAMOUS

BROADLANDS ESTATE
Trout & Salmon

Day rods available
Single or group bookings

Further details contact:
Neil Freeman

Tel. 01794 518076/07785 281349
email: neil@broadlandsfishing.com
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Contact Peter Kelly
01453 882277 or

07887984244

RIVER KENNETFirst Class Trout and  
Grayling Fishing

Over six miles on the spectacular

River Wharfe in the Yorkshire dales.  
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Tel: 01756 791625

Sea Trout/Salmon/Grayling
1-3 rods available

www.till-fishing.co.uk
Email: fish@till-fishing.co.uk
Enquiries to Lucy Carroll Tel 01890 883060

Daytime 07974 416692 Mobile

NORTHUMBERLAND
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WILD BROWNIES RIVER EDEN
24 miles of great water on the River Eden
with an award winning family hotel and
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Tufton Arms Hotel, Market Square,

Appleby, Cumbria, 017683 51593

SPECIALGUIDING/TUITION PACKAGES

2 DAYS FOR TWO PEOPLE

Bed & Breakfast in the hotel with a days
Fishing, Equipment. Guiding and Tuition
for just £300. 4 Day Residential Courses,
details: www.tuftonarmshotel.co.uk

LOUGH CURRANE
(Waterville)

Salmon and Seatrout �shing. Boats 
and ghillie service provided. B&B 

accommodation can be arranged.
For further information please contact: Tom O’Shea (ghillie), 

Mobile: 00353 (87) 9228659
email: tomishing@eircom.net

www.lyishingatloughcurrane.com
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Holidays

RIVER USK
Dan-y-Parc, Crickhowell
A few 2016 season rods 

available. Excellent flyfishing 
for salmon and wild brown 

trout. 4 rods a day max. Both 
banks each 1.5 miles long. 
Easy access and wading.

Please contact: 

e: rm.a@btinternet.com 
t: 0117 974 1363

S/C cottages, Rod/Freezer/

Washing/Drying Room facilities.

Well Behaved Dogs Welcome

Brochure 01559 371 265

www.ishermencottages.co.uk

River Teii,  
Private Salmon 

and Sea Trout

COUNTRY MANSION ESTATE

With private salmon & trout �shing on 

river Tei�, 4 well equipped cottages with 

gardens. Pets and children welcome. Close 

to Llandysul AA waters, Cardigan Bay & 

Pembrokeshire coastal path. 

Contact: www.dolhaiddmansion.co.uk  

01559 371802

Holidays

Overseas

Destinations with 

a Difference
The Best Flyfishing in the Caribbean and Latin America

Tel:  +44 20 7351 3552

www.castawayflyfishing.net

ATOL

6547

www.cubawelcome.com
Email: mike@cubawelcome.com

CUBA
Las Salinas

“Best bonefi shing
in the world”

NEW – SAN LAZARO

%RQHÀ�VK��SHUPLW��WDUSRQ��
*5$1'�6/$0

To advertise please call 01733 366391

“….under an hour from SW1 (London)…. a double helping of
migratory silver is not just possible but probable”

Charles Rangeley-Wilson

2015 season catches: 397 salmon and 617 sea trout
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SALMON AND SEA TROUT FISHING

ON THE WORLD FAMOUS RIVER TEST

Testwood and Nursling Fishery- Since 1527
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Tackle Wanted

Boat Hire & Ghillie

Waders

Fishing to Let

Fishing

Fishing

Fishing For Sale

  Fishing Bucks/Beds 

Bait

Boats

Products/Services

Make sure you don’t miss
the March issue of

in the shops 12th February

LOUGH CORRIB 
IRELAND

Kevin Molloy 
Guide & Boathire

0879604170
kevinmolloy72@eircom.net

 RIVER EDEN, CARLISLE CUMBRIA

Richard Aldridge  
rvhaldridge@hotmail.com

01889 566023 

DROWES FISHERY 

/LAREEN ESTATE
Home to some of Ireland’s finest 

salmon fishing

Weekend and weekly fishing & 
accommodation packages available

www.drowessalmonfishery.com
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carlisleanglingassociation.org.uk.

Please quote CAA Trout and Salmon enquiry on all correspondence.

We currently have vacancies for 

Resident and Visitors for the 2016 season.

Tel. 01228 592745    nigel.austin@live.co.uk

www.carlisleanglingassociation.org.uk

CARLISLE 
ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION

RIVER TWEED
Bottom of river, 

a few syndicate rods,

available for 2016 season.
£675 per rod

Contact Jack for details, 

07782 101103

he Morphie 
Fishings

River North Esk

FISHING TO LET

Tel: 01246 590393 
Derbyshire Estates Ltd 

(Simon Pass)

WANTED
Hardy ishing tackle, old and modern, 

also other makes of old tackle.

STRATHMORE
FISHING TACKLE

Please telephone 

01786 823361 or email 

strathmoretackle@gmail.com

Vintage Tackle,
Hardy Reels and Accessories,

Allcocks & Farlows gear, GREGORY lures
Valuations undertaken

Roger Still, “Acorns”, Gt. Barton,
Suffolk, IP31 2NY. Tel: 01359 231726

Mobile: 07860 313646
Email:roger@stillfishing.com

www.stillfishing.com

WANTED

SALMON LOBWORMS 
Fresh picked and toughened 
����/2%6���������

TROUT DENDROS Xtra Tough 
½kg DENDROS £17.50 

Prices incl VAT & 1st Class Post 

7200<�72362,/�

www.wormbait.co.uk �

�������������

LOCH AWE BOATS, ARDBRECKNISH, 
DALMALLY, ARGYLL PA33 1BH.

.

Tel:  07703 112422  Email: cliff@lochaweboats.co.uk

EVERYMAN GHILLIE

SERVICES Scotland-wide ghillie

services, salmon fishing 

instruction from a qualified 

teacher and occasional courses 

- Contact Bill Cottle - 

BILL@EGSSCOTLAND.CO.UK

MOBILE-07748 002797 

WWW.EGSSCOTLAND.CO.UK

Fishing to Let

Accommodation

Fishing

FishingScotland

FOCHABERS ANGLING
ASSOCIATION

Day tickets to let on the
lower Spey at Fochabers.

Contact 01343 820259
or 01343 821059

for booking.

Visit
www.speyfishingfochabers.com

for more details

RIVER SPEY

Weiroch Lodge Ballindalloch

Superb 4-star s/c accomm adjacent
River Spey. Sleeps 6. Stunning

location. Fishing arranged if req’d.

01807 500797

www.weiroch.co.uk

GLENROSSAL ESTATE 

RIVER CASSLEY 

SALMON FISHING 

THREE WELL EQUIPPED SELF CATERING PROPERTIES 

LET ON A WEEKLY BASIS 

SUTHERLAND 

SCOTLAND 

glenrossalestate@btinternet.com

01 549 441 323

RIVER TAY

DELVINE BURNBANE

FISHING

Bookings:

Contact:

Holidays

GALLOWAY, SW SCOTLAND

RIVERS BLADNOCH/CREE-SALMON/TROUT
Special offer Free Spring Salmon fishing, February and
March with cottage rental. April Salmon Rods £50 with

cottage rental, £110-£140 p/w rest of year

10 miles of private beats. Quality Salmon/trout/sea trout on good open
fly water. Spring Salmon Fishing on River Bladnoch from 11th Feb - 

wading mainly unnecessary. Enthusiastic fishermen owner.

BOOK NOW FOR PRIME SUMMER SALMON/GRILSE FISHING.

3 traditional cottages close to the River sleeping 4-8 from £310 pw. Log fires,
attractive countryside, coastline, wildlife, hills & golf.

Jonathan Haley, Oak Cottage, Mochrum Park, Kirkcowan, Newton Stewart DG8 0BX

Tel: 01422 316918 or 01671 830471
email: mochrumpark@aol.com web: www.mochrumpark.co.uk

FISHING ON

THE TAY
www.royaldunkeld.co.uk

THE ROYAL

DUNKELD HOTEL
Former coaching inn and now a 3***

STB hotel in picturesque Dunkeld
on the banks of the River Tay.

Informal atmosphere, good food 
and hopefully good fishing

Bed and breakfast from £34.00 per person 
per night based on 2 sharing

Tel: 01350 727322

Wild Scottish Browns
Two bed self-contained wing to let.

6 days fishing package Sunday-Saturday. 
Fishing on Loch Eye, 

a prime Easter Ross loch.
Boat house less than 200 yards from 

accommodation.
45 minutes from Inverness.

Competitive rates book early to avoid 
disappointment.

Tel: 01862 832297
Lucinda@lucindapoole.co.uk

Beautiful fly fishing for Salmon &

SeaTrout in a stunning location.

Weeks 10 & 30 Single Rod

11th April & 29th Aug 2016+
Week. 10 : £1200.Week. 30: £2200

[Offers], or £2750 for the pair [Fixed].

Weeks 21 & 25 Single Rod

27th June & 25th July 2016+
Week. 21: £2200.Week. 25: £1800

[Offers], or £2750 for the pair [Fixed].

Yours to own in-perpetuity for an

exceptional price. Contact for details

email: info@macintyreandthomson.co.uk
Tel: 01764 - 670150
www.macintyreandthomson.co.uk

Lochlane &
Laggan Fishery –

River Earn.

Please 
mention

when replying to
advertisers
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Bad medicine?
Giles Catchpole explains how the drugs we take affect fish

I
WAS LISTENING to the
wireless the other day
and someone in a white
coat was explaining just
how much damage all of
our pill-popping does to

our eco-systems. I am not talking
here just about our bodies. Popping
the odd pill is the recommended
routine for making things better
these days, although I know as well
as anyone, that pills are not 
necessarily the answer to  
all our ills. 

However there is a major fall-out
from our swallowing handfuls of
pharmaceuticals and it is taking
place in our waterways. 

We, as a species, are quite big.
Certainly in relation to the things
that live in streams. The shrimp.
The sedge. The Mayfly. The trout.
These are small things compared to
us. And what might be a modest
dose of, say, antibiotic for us amounts to
a life-changing quantity for our wee friends.

And it is in the wee that we are doing this. Not
everything that goes into our system stays in our 
system. Like beer, for example. 

And what leaves the system tends to go down the 
loo. After which we rather tend to think of it as 
someone else’s problem. But it is not. True, it swishes 
off to the treatment plant and there it is, not to put too 
fine a point on it, treated to make it less beery, as it 
were, and less noxious. But while the treatment tends
to remove obvious things other
stuff manages to slip through.

Tomato seeds are a good
example. The human digestive
system can’t, it seems, deal with
tomato seeds. And neither, it was
suggested by the boffin on the
radio, can sewage works. It is not unheard of,
apparently, for considerable crops of your
supermarket toms to be found on the banks of brooks,
rivers and other watercourses not far downstream 
from the local sewage works. 

But the evidence of tomato seeds slipping through 
the net is manifest and not especially harmful in any 
event. Who would mind tripping over a tomato plant 
beside a reservoir, eh? Not the end of the world.

But the drugs thing is different. Drugs can have 
strange effects on insect life and therefore on fish life 
too. Indeed, the levels of drugs in some streams can 
have a direct effect on the fish. 

Increasing numbers of shellfish and snails, for 
example, have been found to be demonstrating 
hermaphroditic tendencies, which could be linked to 

increased use of the contraceptive 
pill since its development in the 
1960s. So the very thing that has 
allowed women to take control  
of their bodies has caused a lot  
of molluscs utterly to lose  
control of theirs. 

Trout, too, have been found to be 
increasingly female. Which is to 
say more trout are developing into 
females. Hurrah perhaps? More 
females, more trout – isn’t that the 
way the world works? Well, it would 
be if there were male trout about to 
participate in proceedings but it is 
also the case that the boy trout are 
showing a decreasing interest in 
doing what boy trout ought to do in 
order to get more trout. Indeed they 
are so in touch with their feminine 
sides these days that they are more 
interested in empathising than 
reproducing. Which is not good in 
the longer term. 

Now, I dare say none of this would have had much 
impact on me until fairly recently but these days I am 
a serious consumer of drugs. And not the recreational, 
mind-bending party animal varieties either. 

I have to take a handful of tablets every day and I 
am advised that this could go on for a long time. 
Indeed, it might go on forever. Or for as long as the 
rest of me does, anyway. And that means I am now a 
part of the problem because what goes in inevitably 
churns about doing what it is designed to do but then 
some part of it passes through the system and out 

into the wider world. With all 
the consequences that implies.

There seems to me to be a 
limited amount of things I can 
do to improve this situation. I 
can write to my MP and suggest 
the water companies should 

adjust their purification systems to take account of 
the major flow of drug traffic they are responsible for. 

I can ask my doctor to tell me in all candour 
whether the quantities of stuff that I am shoving in 
are really necessary or whether they are largely to 
make us both feel we are doing something useful 
towards keeping me the right side of the turf.

And I can pee on the lawn more in order that the 
natural filtration system that is the good Earth itself 
has longer to work its purifying wonders before my 
contribution finds its way into the wider ground-
water table.  

So that, readers dear, is my New Year’s resolution. I 
am going to save the planet by peeing on it more often. 

It’s a funny old life, isn’t it?
Happy 2016. 

“The human digestive system 
can’t, it seems, deal with 

tomato seeds”
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Bone Idyll
www.delphi-bahamas.com



Wraith with SINTRIX® 550 technology generates incredible line speed and unprecedented 

tip recovery for the longest of casts, yet retains a degree of line control and feel 

that is nigh on impossible to translate into words. Load one up and hold on.

www.hardyfishing.com

Hardy Wraith

CARBON FIBRE ADRENALINE FOR WHEN  

FAST JUST ISN’T FAST ENOUGH.


