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Amateur

10 JUNE 2017

“There is something truly magical about 
roses, but they can be a challenge to keep 
healthy. How do you combat the dreaded 
black spot? I’d love to hear your views”
Garry Coward-Williams, Editor

This week in

“I’ve got some great basket 
ideas for you” says Ruth4

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

an issue 
Call 	0330 333 1113

or: �amateurgardeningsubs.co.uk/11XP
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Gardening Week
with AG’s gardening expert Ruth Hayes 

Get a beautiful basket

H
ANGING baskets are a simple 

way of adding an extra 

dimension to the garden. 

Instead of everything being 

on a horizontal plane, they invite you to 

look up and look around.

There are a few rules to 

adhere to when planting 

up your baskets.

Firstly, think about 

where you want 

them to hang. For 

the fl owers to 

be healthy and 

long-lasting, pick 

somewhere sunny 

and sheltered.

You also need easy 

access for watering and 

feeding, and in case you 

need to take it down in a hurry in 

bad weather.

Many baskets come as a metal frame 

with a separate coir lining that can be 

replaced each season.

You can also buy baskets with plastic 

Hang plants high for extra height and colour, says Ruth

Hanging baskets are an easy 
way of brightening dull walls

linings attached, or you can make your 

own using moss from the lawn.

Before buying plants, decide whether 

you want a basket with trailing plants 

down the sides (see opposite page), 

or a simpler version that is only 

planted at the top (like a 

hanging container).

When fi lling the 

basket, the general 

rule of thumb is that 

you use one plant 

per inch (2.5cm) of 

basket diameter, 

apart from when you 

are using plants that 

have a wider spread, 

such as fuchsias and 

pelargoniums. In this case, 

there is room for 5 in a 12in 

(30cm) basket. 

Proprietary container compost is 

ideal for planting up baskets, as it 

drains well while staying damp, and 

comes with added nutrients so you 

won’t need to feed plants immediately.
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Save money and 
create a contrast

1 If you are reusing a basket with 
an attached plastic liner, wipe it 

clean before planting it up to remove 
dirt, pests and disease. 

2 Don’t restrict yourself to fl owers. 
Using grass or a small phormium 

as the focal point of your basket will 
create a dramatic contrast. 

Q Baskets have similar problems 

to containers, not helped by the 

fact that remedying them usually 

involves standing on a ladder!

Q They soon dry out in sun and 

wind, so water them regularly 

(daily in prolonged dry spells).

Q After a month or so, feed with 

liquid tomato food fortnightly, and 

deadhead spent blooms regularly 

to encourage more fl owers.

Q Baskets should be hard for most 

pests to reach, but check frequently 

and deal with any immediately.

Q Finally, always make sure there 

is someone steadying your ladder 

before you climb up to start any 

basket care!

Basket problems

Creating interest and contrast

If stormy weather is forecast, 
protect your basket and 

plants by storing them in a 
greenhouse, shed or garage 
for the duration, or wrap the 

plants in a thin layer of 
protective fl eece. 

TopTip 

Water baskets 
to keep plants
healthy
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1 Put your basket on a bucket to raise 
it to a good height for working, and 

make it easier to turn during planting.
2 Fill the basket with compost to the 

level where you want your trailing 
plants to sit – around half-way up.

3 Use a sharp knife to cut slits a few 
inches long in the lining. I cut them 

in alternate sections all the way round.

5 Then remove the clingfilm, add more 
compost and plant the top plants, 

with trailing varieties at the basket edge.
4 Wrap the trailing plants’ rootballs 

in clingfilm so you can slide them 
through the slits without harm.

6 Water the basket. If stormy weather 
is forecast, keep it somewhere 

sheltered until conditions improve.

Step  

by step Planting up a basket with trailing plants

Water wise: Add water-retaining gel or 

granules to basket compost before planting to 

reduce the amount of watering necessary 

Palette planters

1 Fuchsias come in a myriad colour 
combinations, and add a punch of 

exotic elegance to baskets.
2 Vibrant and variegated foliage is a 

stunning way to offset the vivid 
colours of plants, such as these begonias.

Four ideas for brilliant baskets
Use flowers, foliage and fruit to create stunning displays

Q You can easily create a planter 
from an unwanted wooden palette. 

Q Nail horticultural membrane to 
the back of the palette, securing it 
around three of the sides, leaving 
the top open.

Q Lie the palette flat and pour 
compost between the slats until it 
is full. Add plants between the slats, 
then stand the palette against a wall, 
the open side upwards.

Q Plants will grow down and cover 
the woodwork. Remember to water 
and feed regularly.

Q See page 26 for more ways to use 
palettes in the garden3 Hang purple trailing petunias near 

seating areas – their flowers give off 
a beautiful scent in the evening.

4 Make your display work for you. 
‘Tumbling Tom’ is a trailing cherry 

tomato, perfect for baskets and snacks!
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Gardening Week
with AG’s gardening expert Ruth Hayes

Feed bulb foliage with 
liquid tomato food

A
ll

 T
im
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B
Y now spring bulbs such as 

daffodils and tulips will have 

flowered and faded, and their 

foliage will be looking with-

ered, yellow and unattractive.

This is the right time to remove the 

spent leaves, as the goodness they 

contain will have returned to the bulb, 

and powered it up for repeat flowering 

next year.

If any clumps of daffodils came up 

‘blind’ this year (failed to flower) you 

should feed them weekly with liquid 

tomato food, and dig up and divide the 

plants into smaller groups.

Raise them with a fork, shake off the 

Spring bulbs – what now?
Ruth shows you what to do with spent spring bulbs

How to lift tulips from a container

soil, remove any pests and dispose 

of bulbs that are soft or rotten. Then 

carefully pull apart the groups of bulbs, 

making sure each one still has healthy 

roots attached.

Replant the bulbs in smaller groups, 

water them well with diluted liquid 

tomato food, and hopefully they will 

flower next year.

Q I was sent a gladioli ‘pizza’ by bulb 

experts Bakker, which I planted in a 

pot. This is your last chance to plant 

glads for flowering this year. If they 

don’t flower, at least they are ready to 

go, and should put on a stunning show 

next summer.

Check that lifted tulip
bulbs are healthy

1 Place crocks in the base of the 

container to help drainage and 

prevent the gladioli corms rotting 

in waterlogged compost. 

2 Add fresh container compost 

up to 4in (10cm) below the rim. 

Place the pizza, making sure the 

corms are sitting pointy end up.

3  Cover the corms with a layer 
of fresh compost, leaving a 1in 

(2.5cm) gap at the top of the pot to 
allow for watering.

4Water the container well, stand 

it on pot feet, and place it 

somewhere sunny and sheltered. 

Don’t let the compost dry out.

Planting a 
gladioli pizzaBedding tulips flower best in 

their first season, after which 
they should be lifted. In 

subsequent years plant new 
bulbs in prominent places  
and use the old ones that  

you lifted elsewhere  
in the garden. 

TopTip 

Q Lift your bedding tulips when their 

leaves have shrivelled and turned 

yellow. Named species of tulips can 

be left in situ.

Q Gently lift them from the ground 

with a fork, remove the soil and 

check the bulbs are healthy.

Q Remove any bulblets that have 

formed, as these will deplete the 

energy of the main bulbs. Place the 

bulbs in a tray and leave them to dry 

out. Store them somewhere cool and 

dry, and replant them in November.

Remove bulb foliage when 
it is yellow and withered

Step  

by step 

An effortless way of bringing 
colour to patios and decking
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AKING our gardens wildlife-

friendly can be fascinating, 

environmentally-benefi cial 

and needn’t cost a fortune.

As gardeners, I believe we have 

a duty to help pollinators, as many 

benefi cial creatures are in decline.

In 2015, a report claimed that 

hedgehogs, which are welcome in 

gardens as they eat slugs, could 

be extinct in a decade. In 2016, UK 

butterfl ies had their fourth worst 

year on record, with 40 of 57 species 

studied suffering falls (AG, 6 May).

And honey bee decline across Europe 

has been well documented. So what 

can we do? Avoiding plants with double 

or multi-petalled fl owers can help, 

as pollinators fi nd it hard to enter the 

blooms and gather pollen.

If you don’t have space for 

wildfl owers, look out for the RHS’s 

Perfect for Pollinators logo when 

shopping at garden centres. I’ve 

recently planted two varieties carrying 

Make your garden wildlife-friendly
Wildlife is in decline and 
needs our help, says Marc

the logo: purple-fl owering Verbena 
bonariensis and Lavandula angustifolia 

(English lavender), both of which are a 

magnet for benefi cial insects.

Insect hotels (nesting places) are 

1 Help a hedgehog: Create a hole in 
wooden gravel boards under fences, 

so hedgehogs can travel from garden-
to-garden and return safely to their 
natural nesting places.

2 Boost butterfl ies: Butterfl ies love 
buddleja – they’ll smother fl ower 

spikes. Buddleja has a reputation for 
taking over, so if space is tight, plant 
‘Buzz’ – a compact variety for containers.

3 Create a mini wildlife pond: An 
upturned bin lid sunk into soil will 

do. Fill with rainwater. Don’t introduce 
fi sh. Newts and frogs which enjoy 
shallow water will take up residence.

5 Love your long lawn: Leaving a 
patch of longer grass at the bottom of 

your garden will offer shelter for voles 
and shrews, while providing food for 
butterfl y caterpillars.

4 Feed birds: The RSPB advises 
feeding wild birds all year-round.

It suggests black sunfl ower seeds, mild 
grated cheese, mealworms and soaked 
sultanas. Avoid peanuts in summer.

6 Leave a scruffy corner: Don’t be 
too eager to tidy containers away. 

Upturned pots behind the shed will 
create a habitat for hibernating reptiles 
and amphibians later in the season.

Gardening Week
with AG’s gardening expert Marc Rosenberg 

Do it

now! 
6 easy ways to attract wildlife to your garden

widely available, starting at around £15 

at garden centres and DIY stores.

See below for six simple ways to 

make your garden more wildlife-

friendly this week.

When sunfl owers go over,  cut 
off spent fl owers to encourage 
more blooms, but leave the old 

heads in the garden, as birds 
will feast on seeds in autumn. 

Old stems can be cut, dried
and turned into

bee hotels.

TopTip
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I’ve planted Verbena bonariensis to attract
pollinators (main) and put up an insect hotel
(circled, right). Look out for the RHS’s Perfect
for Pollinators logo (left) when plant-shopping
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Gardening Week

Last chance for 
early pruning
Q This is the deadline for cutting 
back early-flowering shrubs for a 
good show next year.

Q Leave it any later, and you risk a 
poorer display because the plant will 
produce blooms on growth put on 
this summer. 

Q Shrubs in this group include 
forsythia, philadelphus, flowering 
currants and weigela. 

Q Remove flowered stems, as well as 
any crossing or damaged branches. 
You can also cut back up to 20 per 
cent of old growth down to the base.

Q This helps open up the shrub, 
giving it an attractive goblet shape. 

A
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W
HEN I started gardening, 
the prospect of taking 
cuttings scared me rigid. It 
seemed so technical, and 

fraught with the possibility of failure.
Now, however, it is my favoured form of 

propagation. It is a relatively simple task, 
immensely satisfying, and guarantees 
clones of the parent plant - unlike 
collecting seeds, which can be less 
reliable if you want your new plants to 

Plant out tender cuttings
Move your hardened off cuttings outside now, says Ruth

flower exactly the same as the original.
Last summer I took several penstemon 

cuttings. They have grown well, been 
hardened off, and are ready to be  
planted out. Taking cuttings is an 
excellent way of boosting your number of 
penstemons, as plants decline after a few 
years and need replacing.

 They like well-drained, fertile soil. If 
your soil is poor or heavy to work, dig in 
some well-rotted organic material.

The cuttings have 
grown well in a year!

Plant penstemon cuttings 
in a sunny spot Prune early-flowering 

shrubs now

1 Dig a hole for your new plant that is as 
deep as its rootball and slightly wider. 

Place it where it has room to grow well.
2 I added a handful of slow release 

fertiliser to the planting hole 
because the soil is quite thin and poor.

3 Slide the plant from its pot. Check the 
roots are healthy, and carefully tease 

out any that are circling the rootball.
4 Place the plant, and infill around 

it with soil and compost, firming 
down as you go, to remove air pockets.

Water well, and make sure the plant 
doesn’t dry out while it gets established. 
Mulch the soil to retain moisture.

Step  

by step Penstemons will 
thrive in a sunny site

Plant cuttings in 
their final place

with AG’s gardening expert Ruth Hayes



�
��

&
������

�
	�
�� ��

�����

���	� ��������

� ��>"7 0*, �.!

8>�*.)7"8*8>�.>

� �*!" B�*8>

",�8>*��>*0.

� �A,>*2," E*2 20�+">8

� �*.'," >0A�( �.!

�,08" ��7'0 20�+">

� �*'(> �0-$07>��,"

�.! "�8D ��7" $��7*�


��#$)� ��6#��'�

9 0 +'D�6=�5 > 0 �+==+)

>? >! >9 >� !E !? !! !9 !�

�+5& 
�5�@5D ��5& ��AD

?83 .9*�(/ $)6$�� '�" ��1?@1: ���

?*3 .8!�(/ $)6$�� '�" ��1?@19 ���

>,3 .8*�(/ $)6$�� '�" ��1?@1# ���

>>3 .�!�(/ $)6$�� '�" ��1?#%@ ���

����)�� ������ �����

� �A8(*0.*.' A.!"7$00>

� ��!!"! �.+," �0,,�7

�.! >0.'A"

� �>A7!D 80,"8 $07

!�*,D B"�7

�--�5 �=#�5:��C=$'�

	$)$)" ��C=$'�

�+�& 	��=#�5

�+'� �=#�5

8 � * ,E ,, ,? � �$=

��)�

��11%/F ���

���� ���! ����� �������!

��	�

�
������ 	����������

����� 
�� �
���	 ������	

�����
���	����

+5��5 =+��D�
A$6$= �0>>0.>7�!"785�0-
+5 ��'' F#&& #&& 1111

� ����� �	�
�� ���	
���	����

� ��	�

���	�

'��6� 6�)� (� $=�(.6/ $)�$��=�� .�	��� �����	� 	����/

	 ".�,08" -D �("6A";�� -�!" 2�D��,"

>0 �0>>0. �7�!"78 �*-*>"! $07 =

�7;�78;�*88;�8 	.*>*�, �A7.�-"

�!!7"88

�08>�0!"

�","2(0." �*'.�>A7"

�-�*, �!!7"88

��������@� ������
���	��

1�� ������
���	������� ���� �	��

���	���
	������

����

�
 �������
���	����

�����

�����

���� ��� �0>>0. �7�!"78 �0>>0. �A� �"7,*. �0A7> �>,�.>*� �>7""> �,>7*.�(�- �("8(*7" ��1& %�

������ ��� ��	�
������	��� ����
�� ���	� ���� �����

#&:�

3�	�
4

�,"�8" !"�*> -D ��8>"7��7!;�*8�;��"8>70

��,*! �70- �C2*7D ��>" 	88A" 05 �"�A7*>D �0!"�

!�- "@�5�)=��6 5��@)� +5 5�-'��� $� @)��'$A�5�� 8 B+5&$)" ��D6 ��=�5 �$6-�=�#1 ��$�& =+ 6�'��= =#$6 +-=$+)�' �+A�51 �D(�)= =�&�)
�= -+$)= +� +5��51 �� �$( =+ ��'$A�5 B$=#$) > B+5&$)" ��D6 �5+( �$6-�=�#� 6=+�& 6@�%��= =+ �A�$'��$'$=D1 �� �+(-'D B$=# �+)6@(�5
�+)=5��= ��"@'�=$+)67 D+@ #�A� =#� 5$"#= =+ ��)��' D+@5 +5��5 )+ '�=�5 =#�) ,! ��D6 ��=�5 =#� ��D +) B#$�# D+@ 5���$A� D+@5
"++�61 �+@ (@6= $)�+5( @6 +� D+@5 B$6# =+ ��)��' $) B5$=$)" �$=#�5 �D '�==�5 +5 �(�$'1 �+@ 6#+@'� 5�=@5) "++�6 =+ @6 $) =#�$5
+5$"$)�' -��&�"$)"� B#�5�A�5 -+66$�'�� B$=#$) ,! ��D6 +� $)�+5($)" @6 +� D+@5 B$6# =+ ��)��'1 ��''6 =+ E�!! )@(��56 B$'' �+6= 8-
-�5 ($)@=� -'@6 D+@5 -#+)� �+(-�)D46 ����66 �#�5"�1 <>1** �� 6=�)��5� ��'$A�5D1 �)=�5)�=$+)�' ��'$A�5D �5+( <91* 7 6��
B��6$=�1 �� �+ )+= +���5 �5�� 5�=@5)6 � �+5 �@'' ��=�$'6 5���5 =+ D+@5 ��'$A�5D )+=�1 5$��6 2@+=�� �5� =#+6� 5@'$)" �= =$(� +�
-5+�@�=$+)1 �@� =+ �$5�@(6=�)��6 ��D+)� +@5 �+)=5+'� -5$��6 (�D �� �'=�5��1 �)� -5+(+=$+) -�5 +5��51 �� �+(-'D B$=# ��
,**�1 � �$�& $� D+@ �+ )+= B$6# =+ 5���$A� $)�+5(�=$+) �5+( +=#�5 �+(-�)$�61 �+5 �@'' ���46 A$6$= �+==+)=5���561�+(1 �	�6= > �$"$=6
+) ���& +� ��5�1 �#$6 $6 (�)��=+5D =+ -5+��66 D+@5 +5��51

1& ��� ���� ���
 �������� 	� �� ���������� ���	��	��
�"'*8>"7"! 0$$*�"� �0>>0. �7�!"78 �>! �0>>0. �7�!"78 �0A8" �>,�.>*� �>7""> �,>7*.�(�- ��1& %��

����
 �������� �� � �	���	���
	�� �������! �����	�
�
���
����
�	 ��	����� ����	��	� �
	�
� �� ���� �� ���
���� ���	�����

������ 	

	�������



10  AMATEUR GARDENING  10 JUNE 2017

TV’s first gardener

P
IPE in hand and sporting a 

neat waistcoat Percy Thrower 

was, for years, Britain’s head 

gardener. I remember fondly 

his time on BBC TV’s Gardeners’ World, 

which will be celebrating its Golden 

Jubilee next week. Percy, of course, was 

also a weekly contributor to Amateur 
Gardening. On the AG show stand at RHS 

Chelsea readers queued up to speak to 

him, seek advice and get his autograph. 

There were even life size cardboard cut 

outs of him in most pioneering garden 

centres. His status as a true gardening 

celebrity underlined when he offi cially 

opened the Van Hage Garden Centre 

at Ware in the 1960’s and in doing so 

caused traffi c jams for six miles.

It only needed Percy to mention a 

plant on his Friday night programme 

and by lunch time the next day all 

would be sold out nationwide. Large 

town halls were packed when he took 

to the road under the ICI Garden Plus 

fertiliser banner, with the great rosarian 

Harry Wheatcroft. I recall joining them 

on stage in Leicester, dwarfed by these 

giants of the horticultural world.

At the heart of it all though Percy 

Peter pays tribute to the former AG columnist and 
much-loved TV gardening presenter Percy Thrower 

Gardening Week
with Peter Seabrook, AG’s classic gardening expert

1 Take fuchsia cuttings in August 
and train up over winter to form 

good standards.   

2 Trim back winter fl owering 
heathers with shears 

immediately after fl owering to 
maintain neat, well-furnished plants.

3 Plant ‘Golden Harvest’ daffodils in 
a double layer in a large pot. (This 

yielded over three dozen blooms).  
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Listen to Peter's 
free podcast every 

Thursday. Search for 
'This Week In The 
Garden with Peter 

Seabrook' on 
iTunes

“It caused traffi c 
jams for six miles”

Percy Thrower joins a young Alan Titchmarsh (then writing
for Amateur Gardening) on the AG stand at RHS Chelsea 

AG columnist, Percy, meets
readers keen to pick up 
some gardening advice

was primarily a well-trained and 

knowledgeable gardener who had 

served his apprenticeship in Windsor 

Royal Gardens and had the ability to 

clearly explain to viewers all manner 

of good practices. For example when 

tying plants he tied the plant to the 

Three of Percy’s 
gardening tips

cane not cane to plant. He also taught 

us all the benefi t of feeding roses, 

both after pruning in spring and again 

after the fi rst fl ush of fl owers. And his 

demonstration on taking cuttings from 

sprouting dahlia tubers was a master 

class. We saw the young size of cutting 

and the way they were severed from the 

mother tuber so the cutting base was 

solid, a sure way to easy rooting.

Growing the sweet pea ‘Percy 

Thrower’ as I am this year, it will be a 

wonderful reminder of his contribution 

to gardening.
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1 Water the chillies well. This makes 
plants easier to slide from their 

pots, and reduces the stress of moving.

Step 

by step Moving chilli seedlings into larger pots
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T
HE ‘Basket of Fire’ and ‘Tropical 

Heat’ chillies I sowed earlier 

in the year are growing into 

healthy young plants.

They have been developing on a 

warm, sunny windowsill, and have now 

outgrown their current pots so need 

moving to larger premises.

I have potted them on into individual 

pots of loam-based John Innes No 2, 

which will feed them until they are 

ready to be potted on again.

Potting-on chilli plants
Ruth moves her robustly-growing plants into larger pots

For now, I am keeping them in the 

greenhouse, but as it fi lls up with 

seedlings and cuttings through the 

summer, I will move them back into 

the kitchen, which is light and warm.

Chillies can also be grown in 

a greenhouse, conservatory or 

polytunnel, and even in growbags in a 

warm and sheltered area of the garden.

Pinch out the top growing tip to 

encourage each plant to bush out and 

produce more stems for fruiting. 

My chillies will stay
in the greenhouse 

for now

Although you shouldn’t let the 
plants dry out completely, 

slightly under-watering their 
compost causes the plants 
a tiny degree of stress and 

encourages them to 
produce hotter 

chillies! 

TopTip 

Keeping an eye 
on your spuds
Q With the warm weather and – 
at last – some rain, my potatoes 
are coming on well.

Q Whether you are growing them in 
bags or in the ground, remember to 
keep earthing them up.

Q This helps support the plant 
stems, encourages production 
of more tubers, and prevents 
developing potatoes 
from turning green.

Q Don’t let your 
spuds dry out, 
especially 
if they are 
growing in 
patio bags. 

Q Stick a finger 
in the compost, and 
water them if it feels dry.

Earthing up potatoes for good crops

2 Carefully slide the plants into the 
palm of your hand, and check them 

over to make sure they are healthy.
3 Pot them into 4in (10cm) pots of 

John Innes 2. Firm them in and 
water well. Watch out for pests.

Gardening Week
with AG’s gardening expert Ruth Hayes 

Don’t let growing chilli plants dry out 

completely. Feed them weekly with 

high potash liquid tomato feed once the 

fi rst fruits have set.

Keep growing 
potatoes well 
watered
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Gardening Week
with AG’s gardening expert Ruth Hayes 
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Cottage garden giants

T
HIS week’s free seeds from Mr 

Fothergill’s are for a column of 

colour that will bring stunning 

structure to the garden – but 

not until next summer.

Hollyhock ‘Giant Single Mixed’ is 

a traditional cottage garden staple 

producing spires of cup-shaped single 

fl owers in a range of pretty colours. 

This hardy perennial can grow to 96in 

(almost 2.5m) and is a perfect focal 

plant for beds and borders.

By sowing undercover now, you can 

grow on the young hollyhocks and 

plant them out in autumn. Protect them 

with a cloche during the worst of the 

winter weather.

Alternatively, grow them on in pots 

and keep them in a cold frame or 

unheated greenhouse over the winter, 

and plant them out next spring where 

you want them to fl ower.

Hollyhocks usually bloom between 

June and August.

1 Fill a new or washed seed tray with 
fresh seed compost. Dampen the 

compost, leave it to drain, and sow 
the seeds thinly on the surface.

2 Cover the seeds with a 0.5in 
(1.5cm) layer of compost. Label 

the tray, and cover it with a lid or a 
stretched length of clingfi lm.

3 Place in a cold frame. Remove 
the lid when seeds germinate. 

Pot up seedlings individually when 
they are large enough to handle.

Sow hollyhocks now for a tower of colour, says Ruth

Tall hollyhocks are the backbone 
of the garden

How to deal with hollyhock rust
Q Hollyhocks are prone to a rust 

caused by the fungus Puccinia 
malvacearum. It weakens and stunts 

growth, and in the worst cases, plants 

should be removed and destroyed.

Q Symptoms include yellow or orange 

spots and blotches on leaves, and 

orange-brown pustules underneath.

Q Treat it with a chemical spray such 

as Bayer Fungus Fighter Concentrate 

or Scotts Fungus Clear Ultra. 

Q Alternatively, remove and destroy 

affected foliage – don’t compost it.

Q Avoid dense planting that creates 

humid conditions. Feed plants and 

don’t under- or over-water them.

How to 
sow your 
Hollyhocks
Large seeds make sowing easy

Remove and dispose
of rust-affected 
hollyhock leaves 

Step by step





Adiantum trapeziforme
LOOK out for the giant or diamond 

maidenhair at botanic gardens. 

With fronds reaching 

to 6ft (1.8m) and 

impressive, 

diamond-shaped 

pinnae, it has a 

very prehistoric 

character.
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T
HE graceful, arching fronds 

of maidenhair fern make a 

luxuriant waterfall of lighter, 

newer pinnae (fern frondlets) 

against older, darker ones. They are 

easy to keep, but the roots of young 

plants in small pots dry out quickly and 

they don’t take kindly to being frazzled 

one minute and soaked the next.  

Should your fern be drying out 

almost every other day, the answer 

lies in moving it on to a slightly larger 

container. When plants reach their 

fi nal pot size, usually 10-12in (25-

30cm) and have produced a mass of 

fronds measuring 2ft (60cm) tall and 

3ft (1m) from one side to the other, they 

become more resilient and much easier 

to care for. 

There are 200 or more species of 

adiantum, yet only a handful are 

popular in cultivation. Some are hardy 

and will grow in outdoor ferneries 

Maidenhair ferns
Careful husbandry will be rewarded with luxuriant fronds

Care for maidenhair ferns: Anne’s tips

and stumperies, while tender species 

look great indoors. Of these, the delta 

maidenhair (Adiantum raddianum) is 

probably the most common.

This originates from tropical North 

and South America and in the wild, 

would inhabit the forest edge, or shady 

stream bank. Indoors, they like to catch 

a little fi ltered light, rather than living 

in a dark and gloomy corner.

My maidenhair is mature and benefi ts from
being in a room with lots of soft light

Gardening Week
with AG’s indoor plant expert Anne Swithinbank

1 Knock the roots from the pot 

and note the almost solid case 

of fi ne, vulnerable roots. 

2 Compost must hold water but 
drain well. Mix fi brous peat-free 

2 parts to 1 with John Innes no 2.

3 Use a larger plastic pot, arrange 
the plant at the correct height and 

fi ll in around the roots.

4 Water in well, using a ‘rose’ on 
the can so as not to disturb the 

new compost.

Step 

by step 

Q Normal room temperatures suit 

adiantums, with a minimum of 7°C 

(45°F). Avoid hot, dry air or group 

with other plants on a wide saucer 

containing moist gravel.

Q Moderate, soft light is best – it 

keeps fronds growing strongly 

without them being scorched. 

Q Water before the compost surface 

Potting-on 
your fern

dries out. Little and often works best.

Q Add a general purpose liquid feed 

to the water every 4-6 weeks when 

plants are growing well.

Q When potting, prise a section 

of fronds and roots away from the 

parent to start a new one. Spores 

from mature plants often germinate 

in other plant’s pots.
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Gardening Week
with Bob Flowerdew, AG’s organic gardening expert

Water, water, water!

D
O you want more succulent 

fruit and vegetables, 

continual fl ushes of fl owers, 

and healthier plants? Of 

course you do. D’you know, it’s often 

not complicated things that make a 

huge difference, but one of the simplest 

of all garden tasks: watering. 

Good watering, especially right now 

when the plants are growing strongly, 

is the key to success. You see it’s easy

to forget just how much water plants 

need and so we may fi nd we are not 

giving them enough. 

During the growing season, most 

crops and fl owers need about an inch 

of rain every week. Now, if you’re on 

the west coast you may get this, but 

across the rest of the UK, the total 

rainfall over many weeks is much less. 

It may seem to be wet, but the actual 

amount of rain falling can be little 

when it’s all just drizzle, grey skies and 

a feeling of dampness. This is when our 

plants suffer as we think they’re fi ne, 

yet their roots are struggling in dry dirt, 

while their foliage gets damp. 

Even if it rains, plants might not be getting as much 
water at their roots as they need, says Bob

1 It’s well worthwhile deadheading 
all the late spring-fl owering plants 

and roses that have now gone over.

2 Stone fruits set well this year so 
thin them. Don’t leave any near 

enough to touch when fully grown.

3 Carefully search around bases of 
new potatoes, harvesting ones 

big enough, leaving the rest to swell.

4 Start picking peas, sweet peas, 
beans and courgettes, and keep 

on top of this to ensure more come.
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“Check that you’ve 
really wetted the 
compost in pots”

If compost in pots is bone dry, soak
them in a bowl of warm water

Bob’s top tips 
for the week

This state of affairs is really bad for 

them as they’re unable to grow happily, 

and the stress makes them prone to 

mildew and other fungal problems. 

The answer is simple: water, water, 

water. First of all, water all those plants 

in pots and containers, and check 

afterwards that you’ve really wetted the 

compost. If this is bone dry, the water 

runs through so soak these ones in a 

bowl (ideally of warm water) for half an 

hour, then drain. Then soak plants in 

the ground, especially newly planted 

bedding and vegetables, and anything 

planted this year and last autumn. As 

an old boy once said: “water even when 

it’s raining and you’ll not go far wrong”. 
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When watering, direct the fl ow close to
the soil by the plant’s crown, to ensure
water reaches the roots
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J
UNE heralds the month when tender 
veg can move outside and this week 
I’m focusing on courgettes, along 
with pumpkins and squashes. 

These quick-growing and oh-so-
generous crops will thrive in a sunny, 
sheltered spot. I always grow a selection 
of courgettes – deep green ‘Defender’, 
yellow ‘Jemmer’ and round-fruited 

Gardening Week
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‘Tondo di Nizza’. They make such a nice 
display in a trug when you harvest them 
– and of course they look and taste great 
when cooked, too! Squashes by their very 
nature are very hungry (and thirsty) 
plants, but there are easy ways to satisfy 
their insatiable appetite. So let me show 
you in simple steps how to set them off 
on the right track this summer.

Thin out peaches, nectarines 
and apricots
IMAGINE eating the perfectly soft, ripe 
flesh of a home-grown apricot, peach or 
nectarine. The aroma, the juice, the taste 
– just heavenly! While that is a few 
months away, if you tend to your trees 
now you’ll ensure a top quality harvest. 

Thinning out the developing fruitlets 
allows you to remove any that are 
damaged by frost, insects, wires or other 
blemishes while keeping the very best for 
yourself. Keep one every 4in (10cm) of 
stem for now, knowing that you’ll thin 
peaches and nectarines again at the end 
of the month to 8in (20cm) apart 
(apricots don’t need this second thin). 

If your trees are wall-trained, keep 
them well watered all summer. This 
allows the fruits to swell unhindered.

Planting 
squashes

2 Dig a hole large enough to easily 
fi t your courgette (or pumpkin) 

plant. Position it at the correct level, 
then gently fi rm in the earth and 
compost mixture around it. Sink an 
upturned plastic bottle (with its base 
removed) alongside each plant.

3 Insert a bamboo cane into the 
neck of the bottle – this acts as 

a marker once your plant becomes 
a huge pile of leaves and the bottle 
is diffi cult to fi nd. Fill the bottle 
regularly with water and dilute 
liquid feed to keep plants sustained.

1 Choose a sunny, sheltered site 
for these tender veg. To lock in 

soil moisture and provide suffi cient 
nutrients add lots of organic matter, 
such as well-rotted manure, garden 
compost or bagged compost. Then 
water the bed thoroughly.

Step 

by step 
I’m anticipating a plentiful

harvest of courgettes, squashes
and pumpkins this year 

Planting out courgettes
Keeping the soil moist will ensure a great crop, says Lucy

with Lucy Chamberlain, AG’s fruit and veg expert

The plastic bottle method 
(see right) is the best way to 

make sure plants are 
properly watered and that 

roots get their fair share 
of moisture.

TopTip

Thinning out fruitlets 
helps to obtain a high 
quality harvest
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Next week:  Care for grapevines – indoors and out, look after 

chillies post potting-up, weed control tips, plant out runner 

beans (right) and sowing dates for year-round carrots

Get fruit netting in place
I’VE been eagerly eyeing up my cherries, 
redcurrants, raspberries and 
strawberries over the past few days – 
they’re beginning to turn from green to 
red so it won’t be long before they make 
their way into my kitchen.

They look and taste gorgeous topping a 
pavlova, scattered over my lunchtime 
yoghurt or just popped straight into my 
mouth – it really is such an exciting time 
in the fruit garden. The trouble is, I’m not 
the only one watching and waiting – 
garden songbirds like blackbirds and 
thrushes are poised, too. 

Annoyingly they also have the ability to 
stomach the fruits before they’re fully 

Plant out celery 
and celeriac
SOME crops have unfairly been given 
the label of ‘tricky to grow’ but that’s 
only if you don’t know their secrets 
– so let me reveal them! Celery and 
celeriac aren’t fussy, they just like 
things to be consistently damp. We 
talked about sowing them back in 
February, so you can see that these 
two veg are both long-distance 
runners in the horticultural world, 
taking a slow and steady approach. 

Start them off early and then give 
them a patch of earth enriched with 
lots of compost which will lock on to 
any rain that falls. Supplement this 
with regular irrigation to ensure the 
soil never dries and you’ll be on your 
way to bumper autumn harvests.

HAVE you been making the most of the 
rise in temperatures and longer days? 
It’s so nice being able to enjoy the 
garden fully, but humans don’t have the 
monopoly – let your crops join in, too! 

Warmer soil temperatures allow 
many veg to now be sown directly 
outside, freeing up windowsill space 
and eliminating the fiddly ‘hardening 
off’ process. You may already have 
sown drills of certain hardier veg like 
beetroot, spring onions and carrots. 

These crops are relatively easy to sow 
straight into cool, moist earth. But 
come summer the hot, dry weather 
conditions can be tricky to manage,  
so let me give you some pointers for 
success. Firstly, make a good seedbed. 
If your soil is very dry, water it 

thoroughly and leave it for 24 hours to 
really soak in. The following day dig 
over the earth with a garden fork, 
breaking up any large clumps with the 
back of it. Gently yet repeatedly raking 
over the soil will then create a fine, 
crumbly seedbed. Create a 2in (5cm)
deep drill and water the base well. 

Allow it to drain, then sow your seeds 
according to the packet instructions 
(French and runner beans, squashes 
and sweetcorn can now join all the 
hardier veg in the soil). Cover over the 
drill, tamping it down well with the 
back of your rake, then water in with a 
fine rose or hand-held lance so the 
whole area is soaked. Finally, cover 
with a clear plastic cloche to conserve 
the moisture and await germination.

It’s time to direct sow

ripe, so leaving them on the plant till 
you’re ready to eat them is just asking for 
trouble. The answer? Easy – net 
vulnerable fruits.

This is why growing currants and 
cherries against a wall is sensible, 
because it’s easy to erect protective 
netting. Raspberries and blueberries, too, 
can be grown in dedicated beds that can 
easily be encaged in nets. 

Making your cage head-height with a 
door is the ultimate luxury. Ensure the 
netting is kept tight – snagging nets will 
trap and harm birds – this is most 
certainly not on the agenda. Check it daily 
to keep wildlife safe.

Place in blocks,
spacing plants
8in (20cm)
apart

Repeated raking will create 
a fine crumbly seedbed.
(circled) runner beans can
be direct-sown in veg beds

Alamy

Make your cage head-height and
ensure netting is kept tight
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Q 10-11 June: Bonsai Weekend, 

RHS Garden Harlow Carr, Crag 

Lane, Harrogate, North Yorks HG3 

1QB; 	 0203 1765 830, 

� rhs.org.uk/gardens/harlow-carr

Q 11 June: Rare Plant Fair, Hanham 

Court Gardens, Nr Keynsham, South 

Glocs. 11-4pm. Adults £5. 

	 rareplantfair.co.uk for details

Q 13 June: Alpine Specialists 

Nursery Tour, D’Arcey and Everett 

Ltd, St Ives, Cambs PE27 6ZA. 

	 07715 374440, 

� angela@darcyeverest.co.uk

Q 17-18 June: Rose Weekend, RHS 

Garden Hyde Hall, Creephedge 

Lane, Rettenden Common, 

Chelmsford CM3 8ET; 

	 0203 1765 830, 

� rhs.org.uk/gardens/hyde-hall

Q 17 June: Pelargonium and 

Geranium Society Open National 

Show, RHS Garden Rosemoor, 

Torrington, Devon EX38 8PH; 

	 0203 1765 830; � rhs.org.uk/

gardens/rosemoor

June 
10-18th

What’s 

On 

Q Please check that the event is still going ahead before leaving 

home. If you have an event that you would like us to consider 

please email details to: amateurgardening@timeinc.uk
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Gardening Week
with AG’s gardening wildlife expert Graham Clarke

An unprotected garden pond is an
open invitation to a grey heron 

It’s said that a 
plastic heron 
can deter the 
real thing

Rare Plant Fairs
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Cottingham Open Gardens
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Q June 18 and 25: June 18 and 25: 

Cottingham Open Gardens (10am-

4pm), Cottingham, East Yorks 

HU16 5AY. 	 01482 875 129, 

� jimstan471@gmail.com

A
S a child I lived in London’s 

Regent’s Park (my father 

worked there) and it was here 

that I saw my fi rst grey heron 

back in 1968. It was the fi rst recorded 

sighting of a heron in central London, 

yet today there are hundreds of them. 

Although quite shy creatures herons 

are surprisingly on the increase in 

cities, choosing to inhabit large open 

spaces with tall trees – many making 

their nests in the top-most branches. 

The Regents Park lake was (and is) 

full of fi sh, the heron’s main diet. But 

away from such a concentrated source 

of food, herons will search far and 

wide for it. Wherever you live in the 

UK, if you have a fi sh-stocked garden 

pond, you should always protect it 

against herons. Do this by planting 

up areas to avoid empty space (a 

heron needs room to take off and 

land); alternatively, put up a safety 

barrier, or net the pond. Sometimes a 

plastic heron, bought from a garden 

centre, can be off-putting to the birds, 

but I have a suspicion that this just 

advertises the fact that there are fi sh 

to be had!

Herons tend to visit a garden at 

dawn or dusk – the light mornings at 

this time of year giving them plenty 

of time to gorge on any available fi sh. 

If the latter are in short supply, they 

will also feast on small birds (such as 

ducklings), voles, shrews, frogs, toads 

and newts.

Grey herons are tall – around 3ft 

(90cm) high – with long legs, and 

particularly long toes, which are useful 

when wading in soft mud, or standing 

on submerged pond weed. They have 

grey, black and white plumage and 

long beaks, used to grab prey rather 

than spearing it. They stand either with 

the neck stretched out, or hunched 

down with neck bent over the chest. 

And they fl y with their head drawn 

back, feet trailing behind; their curved 

wings forming an m-shape, and the 

wing beats slow and steady.

With around 13,000 nests recorded in 

the UK, and 63,000 grey herons living 

here during the winter (according to 

the RSPB), it’s a reminder to make sure 

our ponds are always protected!

Watch out for herons
Grey herons may be elegant but they’ll eat all your pond 
fi sh before you’ve got out of bed says Graham Clarke
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Strawberries in the bag

M
Y family devour countless 

strawberries during the 

warmer months of the year. 

Most are shop bought, but 

I supplement these with home grown 

fruit. Plug, pot grown or bare root 

strawberry plants are available for 

planting now in containers, growing 

bags or in the ground. They will 

establish quickly - even bare root ones 

will fruit within 60 days - to produce 

a fl ush of berries this year, with an 

average of 1lb of fruit per plant in 

subsequent years. 

There are masses of different varieties 

to grow, from summer fruiting types 

that tend to have one big fl ush of fruit, 

and everbearers, which will crop on and 

off lightly into autumn. I’ve just planted 

a new everbearer called ‘Just Add 

Cream’, boasting light pink fl owers and 

ultra sweet berries. Fortunately they do 

Martyn shows how even the smallest of gardens can still 
provide you with delicious strawberries this summer

Gardening Week

1 Mark the position of planting 
holes on the outside of the bag 

with crosses. Slice through the 
plastic with a sharp knife.

2 Dig out planting holes large 
enough for each plant. Don’t 

make them too deep - the crown 
should be level with the surface.

3 Carefully water individual plants. 
It’s better to add a little at a time, 

rather than fl ood the bag and wash 
away compost.

really well in containers, making them 

ideal for smaller gardens. A single plant 

is perfect in an 8in (20cm) pot, while 

four will provide plenty of pickings from 

a 15in (38cm) pot.

A great way to grow a lot of 

strawberries in a small space is to raise 

them in growing bags. Although most 

bags have three pre-marked spaces, you 

can actually squeeze fi ve strawberries 

into a bag. Ignore the markings on the 

plastic and make the holes yourself, 

setting three down one side and two on 

the other, in an alternating pattern. 

Q When shopping for growing bags, 

always pick one that’s on top of the 

pile. Those that have been sitting 

at the bottom of the pallet tend to 

be completely fl at with compacted 

compost. Prior to planting, loosen up 

the compost by kneading it through the 

outside of the bag to break up lumps. 
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Step 

by step 
Planting a 
strawberry 

‘Just Add Cream’, boasts light pink 
fl owers and ultra sweet berries

Strawberry ‘Just
Add Cream’

T
&

M

with Martyn Cox in his city garden

growing bag
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Trim early perennials
BRUNNERA macrophylla ‘Betty 

Bowring’ is a fabulous perennial that 

will brighten up a slightly shaded spot 

in spring with clouds of tiny white 

flowers, so I’m attempting to establish 

a colony in my current garden. 

From March until about mid May 

it looks fabulous, but as soon as the 

blooms start to fade it’s not worth 

a second glance. In the past I’ve 

diligently traced the spent stems to 

ground level and cut them off, leaving 

the foliage behind. However, these days 

I’m not so patient and prefer a more 

ruthless approach.  

Sowing herbs in gaps
MANY us of have vacant spots in the 

garden that could be put to better use, 

so how about a few annual herbs? 

Coriander, dill and chervil will all do 

well. Even basil can be sown outdoors 

in early June directly into warm soil. 

Whatever you decide to grow will 

need a sunny position, so don’t try and 

squeeze anything into really tiny gaps.  

Before sowing it’s important to 

prepare the soil otherwise seeds are 

unlikely to germinate and plants will 

struggle to grow. Start by removing 

weeds and then fluff up the soil in your 

chosen area with a fork - use a spade to 

turn over the soil if the surface is overly 

firm. Break up any large lumps and 

roughly level the surface, remembering 

to remove any stones and other 

remaining bits of debris. 

Rake the soil backwards and forwards 

in one direction until the clods have 

all broken down and the soil has a 

fine, even finish. Then rake in another 

direction, 90 degrees to the first – the 

texture of the soil should resemble 

breadcrumbs. Rake level and it will be 

ready for sowing. 

Q Eschscholzia ‘Thai Silk Mix’ 

Brightly coloured flowers are produced 

above 8in (20cm) clumps of ferny 

foliage during summer. � suttons.co.uk

Q Nigella damascena ‘Miss Jekyll’ 

Sky blue flowers from mid-summer 

into autumn. Height and spread, 17in 

x 15in (45cm x 40cm). � crocus.co.uk

Top tip:  Don’t allow black, red or white currants in pots to dry out 

during warm weather or yields will be hit hard. In summer give plants a 

soaking every other day or before the compost dries out.

Brunnera ‘Betty Bowring’

Sow basil directly into soil

A
ll

 A
la

m
y

3 fast-growing plants for gaps

All I do is grab the stems and leaves, 

and cut straight across with secateurs 

just above ground level – apart from 

removing spent flower stems it allows 

me to remove tatty older leaves. The 

technique may look harsh but plants 

will respond with fresh leaves from the 

crown and sometimes even another 

flush of flowers. 

It’s not the only spring flowering 

perennial that can be treated this way. 

Pulmonaria, hardy geraniums, nepeta, 

Alchemilla mollis and aubrieta will all 

respond well to a quick trim. Cut back 

dicentra once foliage starts to look ugly.

Cut straight across
to ground level

A
la

m
y

A
la

m
y

Q Cerinthe major ‘Purpurascens’ 

Bushy plant with pendent, purple- 

bluish flowers that draw bees. Grows to 

24in (60cm). � thompson-morgan.com



24  AMATEUR GARDENING  10 JUNE 2017

Gardening Week
with Martyn Cox in his city garden

AS weather turns warmer and drier 

shrubs planted earlier in the year are 

vulnerable – it can take them a year 

or more to establish in the ground and 

look after themselves. Bare root plants 

need plenty of mollycoddling as they 

lose most of their root system when 

they are lifted from the ground for sale. 

Meanwhile younger shrubs in pots 

establish far more quickly than larger, 

instant impact type shrubs, whose root 

system is relatively small compared to 

the amount of top growth. 

By far the biggest cause of problems 

for newly planted shrubs is lack of 

moisture, especially during long, dry 

periods – the occasional drop of rain 

won’t make much of a difference, as 

this only tends to dampen the top 

centimetre of soil and doesn’t really 

penetrate to root level.

Water plants well by soaking the root 

area (and not the surrounding soil) 

every few days over summer – as a 

guide, aim to empty four watering cans 

every 10 square foot.  Mulch the soil to 

keep the roots of the shrub cool and 

keep the ground weed free, as these 

will compete with shrubs for water. 

Newly planted shrubs don’t need 

regularly feeding like established 

plants until they’ve built up a good 

Basket plants

Aquatic failures

I RECENTLY planted a hanging basket 

with shade-loving specimens that’s 

been given pride of place outside my 

backdoor. Some of the bedding plants 

in it look a bit leggy, which will ruin the 

balance of the display. 

In order to create bushier plants I’ve 

nipped out the tips. In the long run this 

will mean I’ll have more fl owers and 

the basket will earn its keep for longer. 

AG’s country garden expert
MY pond is supposed to be a stylish 

feature with lots of gorgeous aquatic 

plants. Unfortunately, the plants inside 

do little for me or my garden. The water 

lily at the base seems to have died, 

while a greater spearwort (Ranunculus 
lingua) has become a rampant beast 

that has produced countless underwater 

stems. Sadly, it has the same invasive 

tendencies as creeping buttercup, 

making it totally unsuitable for a 

container pond. I’m now on the look-out 

for suitable replacements.   

Caring for newly planted shrubs

Next 

week

Tamsin Westhorpe

Soak the root area of newly planted 
shrubs with water every few 
days in summer

Nip out the tips
 for bushier plants

My pond plants have either
died or taken over

Giving potted plants 

a new lease of life
How to ensure permanently potted  

plants remain in good health

Summer care of box
clipping techniques and how to 

spot the box tree caterpillar

Pruning dwarf apple trees

Summer pruning to keep them 

fruitful and in great shape 

root system. However, some feed will 

aid their development and encourage 

healthy growth. Root systems will not 

be suffi cient to take up nutrients so 

spray the tops with foliage feed. 
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N
OT only are pallet projects 

– that is fashioning patio 

planters, tables, and other 

gardening paraphernalia 

out of old pallet wood – cheap and 

relatively easy to make, they’re also 

really trendy right now.

When authors of The Upcycled 
Garden, Susan Berry and Steven 

Wooster, first acquired allotments on 

the same site in London, they became 

fascinated by the various constructions 

their fellow allotment holders had 

created out of materials to hand. 

In the book, there is an emphasis 

on wood-based projects as wood is 

generally more readily available and is 

easier to work with – especially for the 

novice builder – but other materials like 

bricks, pipes and glass are included. 

Steven took step-by-step photographs 

for all the projects, which makes it really 

easy for readers to follow how to make 

each one. You don’t need to be highly 

skilled to make a lot of them, and each 

is graded in terms of skill level, from 

Skill level 1 (no previous skills needed), 

to Skill level 2 (advanced skills needed). 

This windowbox project from the book 

is Skill level 1. ■

With a bit of enthusiasm and determination, it’s easier 
than you think to make garden items out of old pallets

Make a pallet 
windowbox

Step 3
Nail a couple of battens to the under-

side of the window box to support the 

weight of the box when it is filled.  

Garden project

Step 1
A found metal grid fitted the space 

between the pallet stuts. Otherwise use 

sturdy wire mesh netting cut to size.  

Step 2
Mark some cross-pieces of the grid 

with tape and cut out using a hack saw 

(to make larger areas for planting).

THE Upcycled 

Garden by 

Steven Wooster 

and Susan 

Berry is a 

practical guide to making 

25 garden projects from recycled 

materials like pallets and bricks. 

The projects include furniture 

and accessories, structures and 

surfaces, screens and supports, 

and containers and raised beds. 

Each project has a clear step by step, 

and the book also offers other 

handy practical information like 

where to source materials, and tips 

on working with pallet wood. 

Reader 
offer

■ Amateur Gardening readers can buy a 
copy of the book for the discount price of 
£12.00 plus p&p (RRP). To order please call 
✆01273 488005 or go to �thegmcgroup.
com and quote code: R5204 Closing date: 
9th September 2017. Please note: p&p is 
£2.95 for the first item and £1.95 for each 
additional item.

Make a  

pallet  

window 

box
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Step 4
Before attaching the metal grid, stain 

the timber to the chosen colour. Then 

attach the grid.   

Step 5
Line the front of window box with 

hessian or burlap (an old sack will do) – 

this makes an attractive lining.
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1 
Working from the middle of 

the pallet, prise up slats with a 

crowbar to loosen or remove nails. 

To remove the slat, apply more 

leverage by inserting the end of a 

long, stout timber batten under it.

2 
If nails cannot be removed 

easily at the ends, saw slats 

off. Use a claw hammer to remove 

nails. If you can’t lever nails up, 

hammer them in, but be careful not 

to saw through a hidden nail.

Tool hire:  There are nationwide chains and local stores. 

HSS (�hss.co.uk) has more than 200 locations in the UK. 

Working with
old pallets

Step 6
Add a waterproof membrane to contain 

the compost; plastic carrier bags are a 

cheap option. Slit the bags at the base.  

Pallets are a good source of free 
timber so knowing how to work 
with them is a big advantage

Gumtree and Freecycle are 
good sources, but also check 

with your local council – 
they sometimes offer free 
stuff at recycling centres. 

Old decking planks are  
also excellent for  

wood projects.

Where to  
find used wood
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5 other ways to upcycle pallets

Compost heap
Clear and level the area where the compost heap 

is to go. Stand one pallet on its long end and 

hammer two stakes through either end to anchor 

it to the ground. Position and stake two other 

pallets at right angles to the first to make the 

sides. Wire together to keep structure stable. 

Cushioned seat 

Choose your cushion or beanbag 

first (check it’s suitable for outdoor 

use) and let its breadth and depth 

guide the size the supporting 

wooden pallet seat underneath. 

Screw or nail pallets together.

Tabletop planter
This beautiful table planted up with nasturtiums, dwarf dahilas and 

lobelia is a great place to put your feet up and unwind with a good 

book and a glass of wine. See the The Upcycled Gardener for step-by-

step instructions on how to make.

Bug hotel
Stack pallets on top of each other 

and screw or nail together. Stuff logs, 

cones, plastic tubing, sticks and straw 

into the gaps. Position the frame in a 

sheltered spot so it doesn’t get blown 

about by strong winds.

Pallet wall
Cover up a boring larchlap fence 

with with painted pallets to create a 

pallet planter wall. Short lengths of 

guttering make ideal planters that 

are easily inserted and stay in place 

without fixing.
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have been restricted across Europe and 

pose an “acute risk” to honey bees.

The report said: “Retailers were 

selling plants containing variable 

combinations of potentially harmful 

chemicals, so any purchase is playing 

‘Russian roulette’ with pollinators.”

Friends of the Earth (FoE) bee 

campaigner Nick Rau said: “Gardeners 

will be concerned that some stores 

The latest stories from around the UK

Gardening News

G
ARDENERS could be buying 

plants that have been soaked in 

controversial pesticides linked 

to bee decline.

Research at Sussex University, by 

bee expert Professor Dave Goulson, 

Got a story? Call 01202 440848 

or email marc.rosenberg@timeinc.com

examined 29 plants on sale at garden 

centres and DIY stores and found that 

over 70 per cent contained traces of 

neonicotinoid (neonic) pesticides.

The study claimed that some plants 

had been treated with neonics that 

Alert over bee-harming chemicals in garden centre plants

A
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BBC and RHS team up for 
more gardening on the box

Hot topic: greens are pressuring
retailers selling plants treated
with neonicotinoids as fears
grow over risks to bees

Gardeners ‘buying plants 
treated with neonics’

ARMCHAIR gardeners 

can look forward to more 

horticulture on TV after the 

Royal Horticultural Society 

struck a new deal with the 

BBC to televise events.

From 2018 to 2021, BBC 

TV, radio and online will 

exclusively broadcast 

“Gardeners will 
be concerned”

and garden centres are selling plants 

treated with pesticides linked to bee 

decline – including some plants that 

are labelled as ‘pollinator-friendly’”.

Friends of the Earth wants retailers 

to follow B&Q’s stance. The DIY and 

garden giant says all its plants will be 

grown without neonics by 2018.

An FoE online petition, called Get 
bee-harming pesticides out of garden 
plants, had been signed by 15,921 

people as AG went to press.

FoE also released a poll which said 

that 78 per cent of the public agreed 

that garden centres should not sell 

plants grown with pesticides that are 

said to be harmful to bees.

Government investigates 
illegal orange GM petunias
THE government has 

claimed that genetically-

modified (GM) orange 

petunias do not pose a risk 

to human health or the 

environment – despite fears 

over Frankenstein 

flowers.

Last week, 

AG told how 

GM petunias 

had ‘illegally’ 

entered the 

UK supply 

chain, prompting 

campaign group 

GM Freeze to brand the 

situation as a “horrifying 

disregard for regulation”.

Now, the Department 

coverage of RHS shows such 

as Malvern, Chelsea and 

Hampton Court. Coverage 

will be expanded to include 

the RHS’s Chatsworth Flower 

Show while a new daytime 

series, due next year, will 

follow Britain in Bloom – the 

UK’s biggest community 

gardening competition.

BBC cameras will capture 

the creation of the RHS’s 

fifth garden, RHS Garden 

Bridgewater in Salford, due 

to open in 2019. The BBC 

said it would use its Friday 

night series Gardeners’ 
World, hosted by Monty Don, 

to bring RHS activities “to a 

wider audience”.

More gardening: 
BBC’s Monty

for Environment, Food and 

Rural Affairs (DEFRA) has 

released a list of varieties 

that are being investigated 

after officials in Finland 

found evidence of GM.

They include Petunia 

‘Pegasus Orange,’ 

‘Pegasus Orange 

Morn,’ ‘Pegasus 

Table Orange,’ 

‘Potunia Plua 

Papaya,’ ‘Go! 

Tunia Orange,’ 

‘Bonnie Orange,’ 

‘African Sunset,’ 

‘Sanguna Patio Salmon’ 

and ‘Sanguna Salmon’.

DEFRA says the plants are 

“not thought to be a risk”.

Alamy
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Allotment milestone

Colin Doughty, 80, who has tended the 

same allotment for 60 years, was 

presented with a certificate by the East 

Leake Allotment Association.

Six of the best new plants from Malvern

A BLOOMIN’ 
BAD WEEK

A BLOOMIN’ 
GOOD WEEK

A
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Welsh Botanic
The National Botanic Garden 
of Wales saw a 17 per cent rise 
in visitors over the last 12 
months – an extra 20,000 
people through its doors.

Gardening for wellbeing
More than 90 per cent of 
people said gardening keeps 
them fit and gives them space 
to think, according to a poll by 
Squire’s Garden Centres.

Ground Force fans
Alan Titchmarsh quashed 
rumours that Ground Force, 
which first aired in 1997, will 
make a comeback to mark its 
20th anniversary this year.

Tree decline
Just 1,438 acres (582 hectares) 
of new trees were planted in 
England in 2016, the lowest 
number since records began 
in 1976, according to a report.

Fuchsia for cancer charity

New Fuchsia ‘Sarcoma UK’ will raise 

awareness of sarcoma (bone cancer). 

It’s a bush type with pink flowers. Go to 

� roualeynfuchsias.co.uk for detailss.
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Fabulous 40s: when we start gardening
BRITS are getting into 

gardening later in life, due to 

the cost of getting a foothold 

on the property ladder.

A study by tool firm Fiskars 

found that 41 is the average 

age at which we start to take 

an interest in gardening.

A spokesman said: “Getting 

into gardening at 41 may 

seem late, but with adults 

not getting on the property 

ladder, or living in flats until 

their late thirties, it’s 

becoming the norm.”

TV gardener James Wong, 

(pictured) said: “The study 

shows there is a lack of 

engagement between the 

younger generation and 

gardening.” But James added 

that more people were 

N
P

learning to grow plants in 

small spaces.

The study found that 23 per 

cent of Brits had never 

mown a lawn or raked-up 

leaves. One in 10 scour 

YouTube for videos that 

could help to solve their 

gardening problems.

Half the adults who took 

part confessed that they 

wouldn’t be able to identify a 

fuchsia, 40 per cent would 

struggle to spot a pansy and 

more than half said they 

wouldn’t know a geranium if 

they saw one.

AG’s Country Gardener Tamsin Westhorpe searched the floral 
marquee at the RHS Malvern Spring Festival for the finest new 
plants that gardeners will be able to grow at home... 

Streptocarpus ‘Sweet Rosy’ 

Highly scented with pink and 

white flowers. Large flowers 

on a strong variety. Price: £4. 

Available from Dibleys. 

� dibleys.com or call  

	 (01978) 790677.

Clematis ‘Paulie’ 

Violet blooms from May to 

September. Grows to 4ft 

(1.25m). From Floyds 

Climbers and Clematis. 

� floydsclimbers.co.uk or 

	 (01249) 823200.

Hosta ‘Amalia’ 

Big leaves with gold stripes. 

Pale lavender-blue flowers. 

Height/ spread: 20in (50cm). 

£15. From Brookfield Plants: 

� brookfieldplants.co.uk or 

	 (01233) 624934.

Fuchsia ‘Soila’

Deep-pink blooms. Lots of 

early flowers and a compact 

shape. Ideal for baskets and 

pots. Price: £4. From Lockyer 

Fuchsias � lockyerfuchsias.

co.uk or 	 (01454) 772219.

Dahlia ‘Malvern Spring’ 

Single cerise blooms with 

golden centres. Blooms until 

November. Reaches 24in 

(60cm). Available for delivery 

in 2018 from � national 

dahliacollection.co.uk.

Epimedium ‘Rhubarb 

and Custard’ 

Shade-lover for a moist, 

north-facing spot. Price: £7. 

From Straight Mile Nursery 

Gardens � straightmile.net 

or 	 (01277) 374439.
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QMy huge lavender which was once 
smothered in flowers and bees has 

become woody with little new growth. 
Should I prune it or dig it out and replace 
it with another large variety?
Sid Lewis, Worthing

A This is a common problem with 
lavender, unless plants are kept in 

young growth.
The lifespan of lavenders depends on 

plants being well cared for and pruned.
To prevent old, woody growth they should 
be pruned at least once a year.

However, your lavender (circled, on 
main picture) looks to be too woody for 
successful pruning, so I suggest digging it 
out and replacing it.

Once the site is clear, incorporate well-
rotted compost or manure to the soil. 
Mushroom compost is ideal as it contains 
calcium. Lavenders transplant well but 

often fail to put on a good show of flowers 
immediately after being moved.

They are best planted in spring or late-
autumn, so if you’re going to put one in 
now, you’ll need to keep the plant well-
watered. It’s true that lavender has a 
reputation for being drought-tolerant, 
but this is only the case once they are 
established – and as long as they’re 
grown in a sheltered site.

Ideally, lavender should be grown in a 
gritty or sandy loam with a pH of 6-8. 
They will, however, grow on a wider 
range of light soil types, providing that 
drainage is good. Lavenders are best 
suited to a sunny position.

On heavier soils, incorporate sharp grit, 
to aid drainage. Planting on a mound will 
help lavenders to establish, as they won’t 
tolerate wet feet for long periods.

Lavandula angustifolia. L. stoechas and 
L. x intermedia cultivars should be 

How do I deal with woody lavender?

Healthy lavender can become
woody and tired (circled) if it’s
not pruned and maintained
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Which large lavender varieties are best?
Lavandula spica – all cultivars grow to 
3ft (1m) or more in height with grey-
green foliage when young, turning darker 
green with age. Spica relates to the shape 
of the flowers, which look like spikes. The 
variety ‘Hidcote’ is pictured (left).

Lavandula dentata var. candicans 
– grows to 3ft (1m) tall. One of the 
commonest forms of lavender, and 

Christine’s expert 
lavender tips

Q  During warm spells, water young 
lavender plants regularly until fully 
established. Being short of water will 
reduce the length of flower spikes and 
fewer flowers will be produced.

Q  Regular feeding will keep young 
lavenders productive. Apply blood, 
fish and bone after flowering, and 
again in spring. If it doesn’t rain 
within a week, water the fertiliser in.

Christine Walkden’s masterclass on lavender

Ask Christine!

pruned after flowering or in autumn. 
Prune all young growth back by 
approximately a third to a half.

Plants can be pruned back to three sets 
of leaves from the base, but do not go any 
lower into older wood as it will kill the 
plant. This pruning regime does sound a 
bit drastic but don’t worry, it’ll keep 
lavenders young and healthy.

hardier than L. dentata var. dentata. 
It’s upright in habit with light blue-
violet flowers.

Lavandula angustifolia 
‘Mitcham Gray’ – a medium height 
lavender, growing to a height of 2.5ft 
(75cm). Plants develop a bushy habit 
and grey-green leaves. Flowers are 
violet-blue.
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QI have had my wisteria for three years and it hasn’t flowered. I am feeding and 
pruning at the right time, but the flower buds just shrivel up. What can I do?  

Irene Whitside, Preston, Lancs

A It can take two years for wisteria to 
settle in to its new home after 

planting, so it may simply be a question of 
time. However, as the plant is producing 
flower buds that come to nothing, 
something else may be at work.

Wisteria set their flower buds in late 
summer and early autumn, and if there is 
a dry spell it can have an adverse affect 
on flowering. 

Never let your plant dry out from July 
through to the end of September.

Feed your plant potash to help ripen 

wood and promote flowering. Do this in 
spring, and again in June.

Winter prune your wisteria in February, 
just before the plant comes into growth. 
This will encourage the formation of 
flowering spurs, and involves cutting the 
summer-pruned stems back to 1-2 buds.

Summer prune in August, cutting this 
year’s stems (just the new growth) back to 
3-6 buds, unless the stem is needed to 
form part of the main framework. If this is 
the case, it should be tied to the supports 
you have provided.

Why won’t my wisteria fl ower?

Where will a holly perform best?

Q Where is the best place to plant a 
holly tree? Do they prefer sun or 

shade, and what is the best soil pH?  
Mr B Jackson, Bury, Lancashire

A Holly is happy in most situations, 
from full sun to light shade. 

Provided your soil drains freely and 
doesn’t get waterlogged in winter, it 
should thrive.

Hollies aren’t fussy about their soil, 
but they do prefer slightly acid to 
alkaline conditions (pH6-7).

Ideally, dig a trench 18in (45cm) deep 
and wide, and fork in some old manure 

or well-rotted garden compost. Mix 
4oz (113g) per sq m of bone meal with 
the soil that you firm around the roots. 

Set the bush at the same depth as its 
rootball and water in well.

Honeysuckle woe

QThis year the flower heads on my 
honeysuckle are not forming 

properly. What could be the problem?  
Chris Skinner (via email)

A I suspect that mildew has 
devastated them. Worse in crowded 

conditions where air flow is poor, it is 
best controlled by spraying with Bayer 
Garden Fungus Fighter Disease Control or 
the company’s Systhane Fungus Fighter. 
Alternatively, tackle this problem with 
FungusClear Ultra.

Additionally, feed monthly April to 
September with sulphate of potash.  
Sprinkle it at 1oz (28g) per sq m over the 
root area and water it in to help build the 
plant’s resistance to this disease.
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Mildew can affect honeysuckle

Holly is an unfussy plant

Hibiscus help
QMy neighbour very kindly bought me 

this hibiscus. Can I grow it in a pot?.  
Doreen Sheridan (via email)

A It looks like the Hibiscus is a variety of 
the species rosa-sinensis, so it will 

actually be better grown in a pot that you 
can bring indoors in winter.

It will need a minimum temperature of 
7-10˚C (45-50˚F). It can be grown as a 
houseplant, but the best place is a 
greenhouse or conservatory where there 
are high light levels and good humidity.  

However, that is not to say it can’t be 
grown in the house, just that it might not 
give of its best.

Hibiscus rosa-sinensis
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With her team of experts John Negus, Anna Toeman, Dr Jane Bingham

Ask Christine!

Correct pruning helps 
wisteria bloom well
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QWhat is this plant? The leaves look 
like comfrey but the tiny flowers 

look like an orchid.   
Lisa Price, West Sussex

A The plant is called Hedge 
Woundwort (Stachys sylvatica). It is 

a native perennial wildflower of the 
British Isles, most often found in woods 
and hedgebanks, but it frequently finds 
its way into gardens.

It is quite a pretty plant with small but 
striking beetroot-red flowers during the 
summer. It spreads by both seed and 
underground rhizomes and can quickly 
establish itself in an area.  

I have taken to pulling it up in my 
garden because it is becoming too 
prolific. However, it is quite attractive in a 
shrubby border where it can be left to 
ramble around. The foliage, although 
pungent, is not wholly unappealing.

It is relatively easy to pull up, especially 
when the soil is moist, as it doesn’t root 
too deeply. But, as with so many ‘weeds’, 
if a small part of runner is left behind it 
will re-grow.

Attractive native

What are the signs of blight?
QMy husband is growing potatoes, 

and the leaves of some first earlies 
are developing lots of brownish spots and 
some white specks. Could this be some 
form of blight?   
Eva Vaughan (via email)

A It is a little early for blight to appear, 
but this disease usually coincides 

with two consecutive days of high 

QPlease can you 
tell me the name 

of this geranium? My 
daughter in law bought 

it last year but it didn’t 
have a label, and I love it!   
Barbara Stacey  
(via email)

A The mystery 
pelargonium is 

‘Gemini’, a stella 
variety, so called 
because its blooms are 
stellate or star-shaped. 
It flowers freely and responds well to 
weekly applications of a high-potash 
tomato fertiliser, such as Tomorite, 
from spring to late summer.

Position it in full sun and 
overwinter it in a frost-free 
greenhouse, or in a conservatory or 
well-lit spare room.
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Woundwort is a native wildflower

Potato blight affects the whole plant

Q Can you please 
identify this 

flower for me?  I’d like 
to collect some seeds 
from it this year.  
Marguerite Bailey  
(via email)

A It is dame’s violet or sweet 
rocket (Hesperis matronalis). A 

British native, its richly hued heads of 
lilac, purple or white blooms colour 
late spring and early summer.

A biennial – it flowers and dies in 
its second year – or a short-lived 
perennial, it attracts bees and a 
multitude of other beneficial insects.

It is easily propagated from basal 
cuttings in spring.

QCan you tell me, 
should I deadhead 

and remove stems of 
bluebells? They have 
just finished flowering.   
Sue Mann (via email)

A The best time to 
tidy bluebells is when leaves 

discolour and wither. 
Bulbs will have ripened well and 

multiplied and will give you a fine 
display the following year. Compost 
faded foliage, which will decompose 
into nutritious humus.
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Quick 

Questions 

& Answers 

Write to us: Ask Christine, Amateur Gardening magazine, 
Westover House, West Quay Road, Poole, Dorset BH15 1JG

Email us: amateurgardening@timeinc.com

temperatures and high humidity.
If, within the next few days, the spots 

coalesce, your plants are, regrettably, 
infected with blight disease. Sadly, at this 
stage, there is no control and the crop 
should be dug up and binned. 

It must not be composted, because 
when infected material breaks down into 
humus it may spread the problem around 
the garden.
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that won’t get black spot

Bombproof roses

T
HE rose is the nation’s favourite 
flower and I adore them, 
but as an organic gardener I 
have to select my roses really 

carefully so that they don’t get black 
spot (officially known as Diplocarpon 
rosae), because if they do I cannot 
spray with a fungicide! Luckily modern 

rose breeders are selecting for disease-
resistance now and these are my 
‘Bombproof 10’ – grown in my Spring 
Cottage garden, and not a discoloured 
leaf in sight!

German know-how
Many simply-bred roses, such as 
gallicas, rugosas, and most ramblers 
are disease-free but I didn’t want to use 
these in the summer borders at Spring 
Cottage. I wanted repeat-flowering 
roses that had healthy, glossy foliage 
and a shorter stature that would allow 

Organic gardener 
Val Bourne 
tells us how she 
successfully grows 
roses without ever 
reaching for the spray gun

'The Generous Gardener' rose has
beautiful hips in autumn
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What is black spot?

pale in summer sun, but their warm-
champagne tones prevent them from 
looking glacial. White looks harsh here 
under the summer sky, although I do 
have some white valerian (Centranthus 
ruber ‘Albus’) that self-seeds. 

The health and vigour of Kordes roses 
isn’t a fluke. This company stopped 
spraying their rose beds in 1976 because 
eco-minded young German gardeners 
had virtually written off the rose as a 
good garden plant. Initially, whole fields 
of roses went down with disease until 
fewer than 10 healthy specimens 

BLACK spot is a fungal disease that causes the 
foliage to develop black spots from spring and by 
August the bush is looking weak and unhealthy. 
Highly-bred roses are more prone and simpler ones 
such as rugosas and ramblers are immune. Luckily 
lots of modern roses are bred for disease resistance 
so they won’t succumb to black spot - as long as 
they’re they’re pruned well and fed well.

“It was so healthy 
and vigorous” 1 ‘Champagne Moment’ 

A widely available German-bred Kordes 

floribunda rose of great strength and 

vigour. Lots of champagne-white 

flowers held in large clusters above 

high-gloss, dark-green foliage.

me to weave them through peonies 
and phloxes, my other two key plants, 
without the roses being dominant. 

I stumbled upon a solution by 
accident when I was given a floribunda 
rose called ‘Champagne Moment’. Bred 
by the German rose company Kordes, it 
had just won the Rose of the Year 2006. 
I began with one and ended up planting 
three more because it was so healthy 
and vigorous. The soft, champagne-
white roses are held in clusters and they 
appear in July here in the Cotswolds, 
slightly later than many roses. They look 

10
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2 ‘Joie de Vivre’ 
A compact, champagne-tinted, petal-

packed Kordes floribunda that was 

Rose of the Year in 2011, showing more 

colour than ‘Champagne Moment’ and 

with smaller flowers on a lower bush. 

3 ‘Bonica’ 
This low-growing, pink shrub rose, 

raised by Meilland in 1984, is in the top 

flight of roses because it’s able to thrive 

on poorer soil. It lines the front path 

here and is hardly ever out of flower.

4 ‘Pearl Drift’ 
An excellent low-growing, modern 

shrub rose, bred by Bill Le Grice in 

1980, produces clusters of almost 

double, pink-flushed white roses 

over a long period. Wide and low. 

5 ‘Lady Marmalade’ 
Bred by Harkness and very thorny. This 

floribunda rose has an upright habit, 

reaching 120 cm (4 ft) here, and is 

extremely strong and healthy.  

Rose of the Year 2014.

6 ‘You’re Beautiful’ 
Bred in England by Gareth Fryer, this 

Rose of the Year 2013 has large pink 

flowers that develop a salmon tint as 

they mature, so this is harder to place 

than ‘Bonica’ but worth the effort. 

8 ‘Olivia Rose Austin’
One of David Austin’s English roses 

– strongly fragrant, soft-pink flowers 

with an old-fashioned look set against 

shiny, mid-green foliage. It repeat-

flowers well. 

7 ‘The Lark Ascending’ 
A David Austin English rose in sunset-

yellow shades. It's upright in habit, very 

healthy and repeats its fragrant flowers 

well. It’s also smooth-stemmed, where 

many orange-toned roses aren’t. 

9 ‘Heaven Scent’  
An apricot-orange climber, bred by 

British grower Chris Warner and the 

Rose of the Year 2017. Very disease 

resistant and flowers into late autumn. 

Grows to 9ft (3m) in height.

10 ‘The Generous Gardener’ 
A large fragrant rose with pink flowers 

and coppery shiny foliage. Makes good 

hips when the last flowers are left.  

Sold as a climber, although I use it as a 

large shrub, 
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were left. They formed the basis of a 
new breeding programme and within 
ten years Kordes had bred a range of 
healthy, modern roses, and German 
gardeners responded by planting them. 
They are now grown in many countries 
and their brave move has inspired other 
rose breeders to raise healthy roses too, 
so few trial fields are sprayed nowadays. 

All roses have a breeding name in 
brackets after their commercial name. 
Those bred by Kordes begin with KOR, 
but the trade name varies according to 
the country. In America ‘Champagne 
Moment’ is sold under the name ‘Lion’s 

Rose’, for instance, but the breeding 
name KORvanaber stays the same 
across the world. It’s always in brackets 
after the name. 

 
Floribundas 
Several David Austin roses have proved 
healthy for me. I also grow some 
Harkness roses, because this company 
is also selecting for disease resistance. 
Inevitably, I have planted some roses 
that have shown signs of disease; if 
this happens, they are given another 
summer because seasons do vary. I’ve  
removed 'Margaret Merril' because it 
got blackspot after four years - I spoke 

to Philip Harkness, who raised it, and I 
replaced it with a new Harkness hybrid 
tea with pale lemon blooms called ‘Mary 
Berry’ - which is much healthier. 

I never intended to plant modern 
floribunda roses because, like many 
gardeners, I was a bit of a rose snob. 
However, they are flower-packed, 
healthy and compact enough to slot 
into a summer flower border with ease. 
They avoid being leggy and upright, like 
the typical hybrid tea, and they do not 
have heavy heads like some English 
roses bred by David Austin. Floribundas 
have a slightly different time clock too, 
flowering here in July and then flushing 
again in late September or October. 

 
Easy pruning 
Pruning my ‘bombproof roses’ is 
easy. They are cut back slightly in 
November to prevent wind rock, 
because floribundas do hang on to lots 
of foliage in mild winters. The main 
pruning is done in February, after the 
worst of the weather is over, and the 
correct method is to remove the three 
Ds – the diseased, dying and dead. Look 
at the shape of the rose and take out 
any crossing branches or weak shoots 
so that you form an open goblet shape. 
Then reduce the length of the main 
uprights to 18in (45cm), making slanting 
cuts about 1 cm (½ in) above a bud so 
that the bud stays at the upper end. This 
allows water to run away from 
the growing tip. 

Pruning in February will produce a 
flush of new copper-tinted foliage in 
spring. I complement this with a trio of 
tulips that have a perennial tendency. 

Grow insect-friendly flo wers like

Cirsium rivulare near your roses 
– they'll attract  aphid-eating hoverflies 

Growing roses 
organically
� Don’t spray your 

aphids. Instead, 

allow time for the 

birds, ladybirds 

and other 

predatory insects 

to discover them. 

They will lay eggs 

close by, or predate 

them. Rub out aphids 

with your fingers if the problem  

bothers you. 

� Use roses in mixed planting rather 

than in dedicated rose borders, as 

this lessens the chance of black spot 

spores spreading.

� Underplant your roses with non-

invasive herbaceous perennials to 

prevent fungal spores from splashing 

up from the bare soil.

� Use some late-flowering nectar 

plants to sustain hoverflies and 

lacewings. Both have predatory 

larvae which feed on aphids. Gaura 
lindheimeri, annual cosmos and 

penstemons can sustain insects and 

bees until late autumn.

� Feed roses well – 

once in March and 

again after the first 

flush of flowers. 

Use garden 

compost, well-

rotted manure,  

or a slow-release  

or sprinkle-on  

rose fertiliser.

‘Ballerina’, a scented, warm-orange, 
lily-flowered tulip of great charm, has 
flowers which echo with the copper-
tinted young rose foliage. ‘Negrita’, a 
robust purple, offers a colour contrast. 
The marbled, pale-purple ‘Shirley’ 
blends with ‘Negrita’. Look out for these 
three lovely varieties ahead of tulip bulb 
planting time in November.  

Rose breeders know which of their 
roses are really healthy, so do ask them. 
And don’t be rose snob when it comes 
to modern floribundas and hybrid 
teas - many of them are perfect for 
mixed perennial planting and this is the 
modern way of using roses. 

Pot-grown roses can planted now - 
but they will need watering well in dry 
weather during the summer months. 
Otherwise wait until the autumn and 
plant as bare-roots. Q

“Floribundas 
flower in July then 
again in autumn”

Ladybird larvae
also eat aphids

Feed roses now

The larvae of hoverflies
eat aphids
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Phlox paniculata

I particularly like the varieties ‘Visions’, 

‘Monica Lynden-Bell’ and ‘Rosa Pastell’. 

Blue and purple flowers

I use Geranium ‘Orion’, Stachys ‘Superba’ 

and Tritelia laxa ‘Queen Fabiola’.  

Peonies

My favourites are ‘Monsieur Jules Elie’, 

‘Kansas’ and ‘Sarah Bernhardt’. 

Suppliers of potted roses

Val’s key planting partners for roses
I grow my 'bombproof roses' with peony and phlox, and with plenty of insect-friendly plants like Cosmos bipinnatus, penstemon, 

Scabiosa purpurea and Cirsium rivulare. My rose borders offer colour and interest from spring to autumn.

 

Further info
THE Living Jigsaw is photographed 

at Spring Cottage in The Cotswolds, 

Val’s own garden. It’s all about 

gardening without using chemical 

props, for Val believes passionately 

that it’s quite possible to have a 

beautiful fl ower-packed garden 

and help wildlife. With a foreword 

by Chris Packham, the book is 

published by Kew Publishing and 

costs £20. It is available to buy from 

�shop.kew.org/kewbooksonline.     

Q  David Austin ✆ 01902 376300, 

� davidaustinroses.co.uk

Q  Harkness ✆ 0845 331 3143, 

� roses.co.uk

Q  Apuldram roses ✆ 01243 785769, 

� apuldramroses.co.uk 

that won’t get black spot

Bombproof roses10

Rosa 'Wildeve' with insect-friendly
Penstemon 'Andenken an Friedrich Hahn'
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I
F you would be happy for a 

lifetime, grow Chrysanthemums,” 

said a Chinese philosopher, and 

tending these plants to enjoy 

their distinctive aroma and autumnal 

blooms certainly makes me smile.

Florists’ chrysanths 

originate from a handful 

of species native to 

China and Japan and 

have a long history of 

cultivation. In China, 

they are mentioned 

in writings as far 

back as the 15th 

century BC, at a time 

when Britain was 

still in the bronze age. 

They began to reach 

Europe in the 1600s.

There are hardy chrysanths 

to grow outdoors in borders year-round 

and we’ve all been given a cheap and 

cheerful ‘pot mum’ as a short-lived 

indoor plant, but it is the large group 

of florists’ chrysanthemums that hold 

centre stage.

These are best thought of as half-

hardy, frost-tender plants and for 

cultivation purposes, are grouped as 

early, mid or late-season according to 

when they bloom.

Except in mild areas, roots 

are generally lifted and 

potted or boxed to keep 

frost-free before 

cold weather sets 

in. Plants rest in 

cool temperatures 

before being 

watered and 

encouraged to 

produce shoots for 

cuttings, which are 

taken in early spring.

Young plants are then 

set outdoors in pots or beds 

during May or June. Late-flowered 

cultivars are brought under glass 

during autumn, to protect their buds 

and blooms from wind and frost from 

October to December.

How to grow... 

A
ll

 T
im

e
In

c.
 u

n
le

ss
 c

re
d

it
e

d

I bought a pack of early spray 
chrysanths and will ‘stop’ the two 
tallest ones, especially as they 
have set early flower buds

Providing support, which is 
usually carried out with canes 

and string, can help protect long 
chrysanthemum stems from 

wind damage. This is especially 
important, should they be 

caught by equinoctial 
 gales.

TopTip

Chrysanths will put on a
show when bedding goes over

Plant ‘em outdoors now and you’ll be rewarded with 
stunning autumn colour, says Anne Swithinbank

“

How to plant 
chrysanthemums

florists’
chrysanthemums

Q On receiving young plants in plugs, 
move them on into slightly larger 
pots of 50:50 John Innes No 2 and 
soilless compost. You could put three 
plants in one 9in (21cm) pot. Or plant 
out in good border soil 12-18in 
(30-45cm) apart.

Q Liquid feed initially with a general 
purpose fertiliser and then with a 
high potash feed to boost flowering.
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A combination of tall, half-hardy varieties with re-flexed 

and incurved petals, mixed with lower-growing, hardy 

chrysanths. Perfect perennials for autumn colour. 

Blooms make excellent cut flowers. Height: up to 36in 

(90cm), spread: 18in (45cm). Supplied as plug plants.

Collection comprises: 1 Chrysanthemum ‘Hardy Patio 

Mixed’ 2 Chrysanthemum ‘Incurved Mixed’ and 

3 Chrysanthemum ‘Decorative Mixed’.

■ Buy 5 of any variety for £9.99
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£4.95

£
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Q Never be put off growing 
chrysanths because of fear 
over stopping and 
disbudding. Plants are 
forgiving of most treatment.

Q Plants raised from 
cuttings tend to rise up as 
single stems. At around 8in 
(20cm) high, especially if 
they form premature flower 
buds, remove the top 2in 
(5cm). Several shoots will 
arise from below.

Q Florists’ chrysanths are 
categorised according to the 
type of flower head they 
produce, such as ‘Incurved’ 
or ‘Spider Form’ and some 
produce impressive blooms 

when ‘disbudded’. In other 
words, all the flower buds 
and side growths on a stem 
are removed except for the 
terminal or top one.

Q Other varieties work best 
as ‘sprays’, so side-stems 
and buds are left in place 
(although they can be 
thinned) and each stem will 
go on to bear several 
smaller blooms.

Q Most of us growing 
chrysanths for our own 
pleasure can experiment 
with stopping and 
disbudding. However if you 
want to win shows, more 
homework will be needed.

Stopping and disbudding

Four fabulous chrysanths

‘Anastasia Green’

Double, quilled Chartreuse 

spider type, ideal for 

cutting. Disbudded plants 

produce 4-8in (10-20cm) 

blooms from September.

‘Cranbrae Red’ 

An early warm red whose 

flowers reach 9in (25cm) 

wide when disbudded, on 

plants 4ft (1.2m) tall. 

Blooms from September.

‘Chesapeake’

A Fantasy type to bloom in 

the greenhouse during 

November. A peachy centre 

of coiled petals unfurl into 

creamy-white tentacles.

‘Pompon Yellow’

Flowers are almost 

spherical and arranged in 

sprays on plants 30in 

(75cm) high, so great for 

smaller or windy gardens.
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Chelsea Flower 
Show highlights

F
ROM flawless plants to budgets 
mere mortals can only dream 
of, not to mention the bling, 
celebrities and razzmatazz: the 

RHS Chelsea Flower Show never fails to 
grab our attention.

It’s a place in which sublime beauty 
sits next to the downright daft, with 
designers often going to great lengths 
to make an impression: James Basson’s 
recreation of a Maltese quarry, complete 
with towering vertical stones topped 
with plants, was among the arresting 
sights of 2017, while a shoreline 
featuring a bobbing buoy and lapping 
wave sound effects amused visitors at 
the Welcome to Yorkshire garden.

Sometimes unrealistic and even a 
little silly, yes, yet just like the extreme 
fashions paraded on the world’s 
catwalks, even the most bizarre designs 
contain new ideas that will go on to take 
root in our own plots.

There’s no escaping the economic 
uncertainty pervading the UK, 
notwithstanding the eye-watering price 
tags on some Chelsea sculptures, and 

From the sublime to the downright bonkers, there were 
no shortage of garden ideas from this year’s show

financial restraint was all too apparent 
with the reduced number of main 
avenue show gardens.

Feel-good gardens

But in true British spirit the Royal 
Horticultural Society is keeping 
calm and carrying on, putting on its 
brightest lipstick and turning disaster 
into triumph with a little help from its 
friends: The Radio 2 Feelgood Gardens 
were undoubtedly this year’s star 
turn, with visitors cooing over Sarah 
Raven’s very English cutting garden, 
inhaling fragrances selected by perfume 
designer Jo Malone and enjoying 
national treasure Mary Berry’s exquisite 
taste in vegetables.

Meanwhile Professor Dunnett showed 
how a little imagination could go a 
long way in the Greening Grey Britain 
feature, with life-enriching plants 
finding their way into all sorts of nooks 
and crannies.

There’s no question that once again 
Chelsea inspired and challenged in 
equal measure. Q
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Nigel Dunnett's Greening Grey Britain garden had some
brilliant practical planting solutions  for where space is limited

Chelsea trends

At £55,000, James Doran-Webb’s 
two rutting stags sculpture 
certainly had a Chelsea price-
tag, but at least a proportion of 
the price will go towards the 
reforestation of the Philippines.

Did you know?
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The Chelsea trend for wildflowers 
serves a practical as well as an 
aesthetic purpose in garden design. 
Welcome to Yorkshire designer 
Tracy Foster says red campion 
Silene dioica (pictured) is a great 
choice as it grows in shade, blooms 
for long periods, is beneficial 
to insects and looks good when 
grouped with cow parsley and 
cranesbill Geranium sylvaticum. 
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From the sublime.....

Wall-to-wall colour 

In ‘Beneath a Mexican Sky’, designer 

Manoj Malde created colour-washed 

backdrop for drought-tolerant plants 

such as agaves. He used Valspar 

masonry paint available from B&Q, 

to create the look. “Be brave, be 

experimental,” he urges.

Give us a wave

Many of us grow clematis 

horizontally or vertically, but 

Guernsey nurseryman Raymond 

Evison’s wave effect is a great way 

to show off these attractive fl owers. 

Create a similar look by fi tting mesh 

panels to an undulating metal frame.

4 great ideas from this year’s show that you can copy at home

Go crazy!

Could crazy paving be making a 

comeback? Charlotte Harris used 

smooth, irregularly-shaped granite 

pieces teamed with a sleek wooden 

bridge to come up with a 21st Century 

take on a garden classic popular 

during the 1920s and 1970s.

The conifer comeback 

The Jeremy Vine Texture garden was 

one of several spaces to use pines 

and conifers. Designer Matt Keightley 

presented these 1970s favourites – 

such as dwarf mountain pine (Pinus 
mugo) – in a modern way by shaping 

them into mounds.  

...to the bonkers

Flat pack features 

Install a ‘fl at pack’ mountain range 

in your garden, as Laurie Chetwood 

and Patrick Collins did in The Silk 

Road Garden. Gigantic wooden 

pieces were slotted together to 

recreate landscape features of 

Chengdu, China.

Celebrate industrial 

artefacts 

The crane arm used in the ‘Walker’s 

Wharf Garden’ may be a bit much 

for most plots, but interesting old 

pieces of machinery look great as 

within borders, especially when 

their colours are picked out by the 

leaves of surrounding plants.

Feel the throb 

‘Smoke on the Water’ was one 

of the distinctive bass lines that 

caused ripples in tanks of water 

in the Zoe Ball Listening Garden. 

Speakers housed under rubber 

liners created the effect. The 

concept, from James Alexander-

Sinclair, certainly rocked visitors.

Designers are known for letting their 
imaginations go wild at Chelsea, but 
who’s to say their ideas won’t catch on?

Use architectural 
plants such as 
globe artichokes 
in borders, but 
check how large 
they’ll grow 

before deciding where to 
position them. “If globe 
artichokes get a bit ropey, 
cut them down to the 
ground, leaves and all: you 
can do it three times a year,” 
Sarah advises.

Top tip from Sarah:



Features 

�����

Polypropylene barrel 

with a frame of plastic 

and galvanised steel. 

H. 31in (79cm), W. 28in 

(71cm), D. 30in (76cm). 

Two access hatches, 

each 141⁄4in (36cm) 

in diameter. Locking 

lever on side. Central 

pivot bar has two fi xed 

pairs of double tines 

to help with mixing 

the contents when 

the barrel is tumbled. 12-month guarantee. 

Requires assembly.

Performance �����
Straightforward assembly took around half an hour resulting  

in a large-capacity tumbling barrel, which nevertheless 

has a fairly small footprint – so useful if you don’t have a 

lot of room. The mixing tines did an excellent job of stirring 

things up in only a couple of turns. Access from each end 

was useful and the lids twisted on and off easily, but need 

to be kept clean of debris if they’re not to stick. No specifi c 

handholds, so tumbling was easiest by lifting from the 

bottom and pushing back over, which became a little bit 

harder as it fi lled and became heavier.

Value �����
A fairly large capacity and a good mixer at a mid-range price.
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T
O create good 

compost requires just 

the right conditions: 

heat and plenty of 

air. A humble compost heap 

can achieve this with a piece 

of old carpet to retain heat 

and frequent turning with 

a fork for aeration – but it’s 

hard work and takes more 

time than most people have. 

Compost tumblers aim to 

achieve the same result 

with much less effort, and 

many claim to be able to turn 

kitchen and garden waste 

into lovely organic matter in 

anything from 2-3 weeks. 

We tumbled kitchen waste 

and lawn mowings for four 

weeks in early spring, and 

while a cold snap slowed 

things down a bit the 

tumblers still gave good 

results. If not quite garden-

ready compost, it was well on 

the way. An added bonus is 

that while rats love compost 

heaps they won’t be setting 

up home in a tumbler.

Is a compost tumbler worth the investment 
over a simple compost bin? Consumer 
editor Julia Heaton fi nds out

Tried & tested
We try before you buy

Draper 180ltr Compost 
Tumbler  £111.95

�  02380 494333  	  drapertools.com or stockists

P
e

ck
h

a
m

Compost tumblers

Features 

�����

Twin revolving 70ltr 

hexagonal plastic 

barrels, each with a 

sliding lid hatch and 

each with fi ve mixing 

vanes. Galvanised steel 

frame with plastic cap 

feet and locking levers 

for each barrel. H. 

33in (84cm), W. 26in 

(66cm), D. 24in (61cm), 

access hatches 71⁄2in 

(19cm) x 91⁄4in (23.5cm). 

Requires assembly.

Performance �����
Flat pack assembly was straightforward – construction 

took just under half an hour. Twin barrels are a great idea, 

allowing the full one to mature while you continue to fi ll 

the second – and their smaller size made them extremely 

easy to turn, even when completely full. Tumbling was also 

helped by the hexagonal shape and deep indentations in the 

sides, while the vanes did a good job of mixing. However, the 

leading edge of the sliding lids tended to catch against the 

surround when fully closed, making them sometimes tricky 

to slide open.

Value �����
Easy to tumble, compact in size and not unattractive to look 

at – perfect for the smaller garden.

140ltr Double Barrel Tumbler  
£89.95 +£5.95 delivery

	  01462 429777  �  originalorganics.co.uk

Score

13
15 

Score

12 
15 

Long 
term
test



Features 

�����

Robust 90% recycled 

black plastic barrel on 

thick tubular painted 

steel frame with 

plastic wheels. Big 

steel tines welded to 

spindle are designed 

to aid mixing when 

drum is rotated. 

Locking pin at one 

end of spindle, twist 

and lock lid. H. 34in 

(87cm), W. 40in 

(102cm), D. 28in (71cm), access hole 131⁄2in 

(34cm) diameter. Requires assembly.

Performance �����
Assembly was straightforward and took around half an hour. 

Once built it just needed wheeling to where required – and 

actually remained fairly easy to manoeuvre even when 

loaded, so full marks for portability despite its large size. 

Spinning the drum got harder as it fi lled: although there’s a 

wavy pattern moulded into the drum it’s not deep enough 

to get a fi rm grip – the join between the two halves of the 

drum proving easier to get hold of. Hatch is a good size for 

access, but it needs to be kept very clean or it binds, making 

it diffi cult to both open and close.

Value �����
Heavy duty and good value, let down slightly by its lid.
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Lifetime Compost Tumbler 190ltr
£185 free delivery

Features �����
Heavy duty black plastic single chamber drum, double-

skinned for improved insulation and with a 190ltr 

capacity. Hinged lid with easy-twist locking handle, 

plus side drum locking pin. Tubular steel legs and 

wide-diameter aerated pivot pipe, galvanised to resist 

corrosion. H. 44in (112cm), W. 31in (76cm), D. 33in (84cm), 

access hole 201⁄2in (52cm) square. Five-year guarantee. 

Requires assembly.

Performance �����
Dozens of components and a 32-page manual meant 

it took over 11⁄2 hours to put together. But the effort was 

worth it – this is a substantial and well-made piece of 

gardening kit. The large, lift-up lid made it easy to chuck 

in waste material – and to get it out later – while the 

twist-lock handle was simple to operate. The locking 

	  03333 444229  �  henchman.co.uk

A
ll

 p
ri

ce
s 

co
rr

e
ct

 a
t 

ti
m

e
 o

f 
go

in
g 

to
 p

re
ss

 a
n

d
 m

ay
 v

ar
y

 a
t 

ga
rd

e
n

 c
e

n
tr

e
s

{

{

Next week: Potato forks 

for harvesting spuds 

without damaging them

Wall Planter Kit with 
Seeds £19.99 + £4.99 delivery

	  0118 903 5210  �  primrose.co.uk

Jekka’s Complete Herb 
Book £19.99 +£4 P&P

	  01454 418878  

�  jekkasherbfarm.com/books

Includes everything you need to start 

growing herbs – a wooden three-tiered 

planter, vermiculite soil growing medium 

and packs of basil, chive and parsley seeds. 

Can be either hung or leant against a wall, 

indoors or out. H. 251⁄2in (65cm), W. 12in 

(30cm), D. 7in (18cm).

Herb Scissors £8.49
+ £2.99 P&P or free click & collect

	  01539 488100

�  lakeland.co.uk for storefi nder

Updated and expanded edition has more than 

40 new herbs covered, including daisy, ginger, castor oil 

and purslane. Advice on each herb includes history, 

cultivation, propagation and harvesting, as well as 

medicinal and culinary uses. More than 250 herb recipes. 

Multi-bladed scissors for chopping 

home grown herbs quickly with less 

chance of bruising delicate leaves.

Handles are non-slip, scissors are 81⁄4in (21cm) long.

Aroma and taste

pin to stop the drum 

rotating was positive 

in use, but in practise 

only really required 

when forking out 

fi nished compost. 

Double skin worked 

really well in helping 

compost to stay nice 

and warm for faster 

maturation. Big hand 

holds made it easy to turn even when 

almost full.

Value �����
Pricey, but well constructed and very easy to use 

– makes a lot of good compost quickly.

190ltr Heavy Duty Tumbling 
Composter £94.99 +£4.99 delivery

	  01258 837 970  �  selections.com

Score

12
15 

Amateur

Best buy

14 
15 

Make more of herbs – they’re so easy to grow
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Crossword
...just for fun!

ACROSS

1 Vegetables and fruits 

are used in this, as in 

the Louisiana iris variety 

‘Cajun _______’ (7)

6 Nature! A gilt way 

to divide an area into 

three-sided shapes for 

surveying purposes! (11) 

(anag)

7 “____-in”: temporarily 

“plant” a shrub, tree or 

hedge (4)

8 Former name of 

Thailand, as in the basil 

variety ‘____ Queen’, and 

waterlily ‘____ Purple 

1’ (4)

9 Vehicle at the start of a 

border dianthus! (3)

10 Garden sheds, perhaps 

(4)

11 To sprout; to shoot, as 

a seed or plant (as with 

potatoes) (4)

13 Common name for 

Euonymus europaeus 

(7,4)

14 The process of water 

KEYWORD TO WORDSEARCH 363 (AG, 6 MAY)

ELDERBERRY

AND THE WINNER IS: MISS JOSEPHINE BOCOCK, SKEGNESS

�

This word search 
comprises words 
related to onions. They 
are listed below; in the 
grid they may be read 
across, backwards, up, 
down or diagonally. 
Letters may be shared 
between words. 
Erroneous or duplicate 
words may appear 
in the grid, but there 
is only one correct 
solution. After the 
listed words are found 
there are seven letters 
remaining; arrange 
these to make this 
week’s KEY WORD.
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This week’s Keyword is ..................................................................................

Name .....................................................................................................................

Address ................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................

Postcode ..............................................................................................................

Email .....................................................................................................................

Tel no .....................................................................................................................

Time Inc. (UK) Ltd, publisher of Amateur Gardening will collect your personal 
information solely to process your competition entry.

HOW TO ENTER: Enter this week’s keyword on the entry form, 

and send it to AG Word Search No 368, Amateur Gardening, 

Westover House, West Quay Road, Poole, Dorset BH15 1JG, to 

arrive by Weds 21 June, 2017. The fi rst correct entry chosen at 

random will win our £30 cash prize.

No:
368Wordsearch

How to enter
Send your name and address on the back of a postcard to Westland SafeLawn Draw, 

Amateur Gardening, Westover House, West Quay Road, Poole, Dorset BH15 1JG. Or you 

can email your details to ag_giveaway@timeinc.com, heading the email Westland 

SafeLawn Draw. The closing date is: 12 June 2017.

Westland SafeLawn appeals to households that 

love their lawn, but don’t want to use chemicals 

due to safety concerns over children and pets. 

It’s an organic fertiliser containing 100 per cent 

natural ingredients, with added lawn seed, for 

a thicker, greener lawn. SafeLawn also prevents 

weeds and moss. We have three boxes worth 

£7.99 each to give away this week, each capable 

of covering 80 square metres. See below for 

details of how to enter.

Prize Draw 

£30!
Win
 

CROSSWORD ANSWERS 

ACROSS  1 Cookery 6 Triangulate 7 Heel 8 Siam 9 Car 10 Huts 11 Chit 

13 Spindle tree 14 Osmosis

DOWN 1 Catch 2 Oliver Twist 3 Right angles 4 Spanish iris 5 Rheum 

10 Hosta 12 Trees

Tea break
Gardener’sAmateur

Every week in

passing through a semi-

permeable membrane 

into a solution where the 

solvent concentration is 

higher (as in moisture 

taken up by plant roots) 

(7)

DOWN

1 Fast-growing crop 

grown simultaneously 

with or between 

successive plantings of a 

main crop (5)

2 This variety of 

pittosporum is arguably 

the most famous Dickens 

character (6,5)

3 Internal positions of 

90°, as in corners of a 

square fl ower bed, for 

example (5,6)

4 Common name for Iris 
xiphium (7,4)

5 The rhubarb genus (5)

10 The plantain lily 

genus (5) 

12 Maidenhair, Christmas 

and sycamore are all 

types of these (5)
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ALLIUM
BULB
CHEESE
CHIVES
GARLIC
HOT
HOE
LEEK
PICKLE
PUNGENT
RED
RINGS
SET
SHALLOT 
SILVERSKIN
SPRING
STRONG
SUCCULENT
WILD
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Alstroemeria
‘Butterfly Hybrids’

Other special offers:

Cerinthe major 
‘Purpurascens’

H
ARDY perennial pinks 
perfectly proportioned for the 
front of sunny borders where 
their mounds of silvery-green 

foliage remain evergreen throughout 
the year. These varieties are all RHS 
Award of Garden Merit winners; you’ll 
receive two of each. Height 1ft (30cm). 

Plus, you get a pair of snips, handy for 
cutting fresh flowers for indoor 
arrangements. Supplied as plug plants.

*Just pay £5.65 postage

Reader offer

OFFER 

1
OFFER 

2

From late spring onwards 
masses of nodding, rich 
purple flowers, encased by 
blue-purple bracts appear 
at the stem tips, which are 
highly attractive to bees. 
With a bushy habit, this a 
fantastic addition to 
annual beds or used to fill 
gaps in borders,  Height: 
24in (60cm). Spread: 18in 
(45cm). Supplied as 
postiplug plants. 
Q  Buy 3 for £12.99
Q  Buy 6 for £19.99 

– Saving £5.99

Only the pinks and purples 
have been selected to create 
this eye-catching mix. One 
of the easiest cut flowers to 
grow and definitely one of 
the most impressive. 
Height and spread: 24in 
(60cm). Supplied as 
postiplug plants. Can be 
planted straight out into the 
garden, but it’s wise to 
protect the young foliage 
from slugs and snails.
Q  Buy 3 for £9.99
Q  Buy 6 for £14.99 

– Saving £4.99

Worth£27.98

10 FREE* Scented Cottage 
Pinks + Snips
for every reader

‘Cranmere Pool’

‘Gran’s favourite’

‘Doris’

‘Diane’‘Letitia Wyatt’

T&M 

EXCLUSIVE
5 STAR 

CUSTOMER 

RATING



Award 

Winning

Save 

£9!
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From

Send to: Amateur Gardening Free Pinks and Snips Offer, Dept AGT292Z/293Z, 
PO Box 162, Ipswich, Suffolk IP8 3BX

FREE PINKS AND SNIPS OFFER  
AGT292Z/AGT293Z

�

(Maestro only)

(Maestro only) 

My card number is

Valid from Expires end Issue no.

I enclose my cheque no………............... Value £………............... 
made payable to: T&M (with your name and address on the back).  

To pay by Mastercard/Visa/Maestro (delete as applicable) complete card details below.

AG Subscriber No. (if applicable)..........................

PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS

Signature

(Mrs/Miss/Ms/Mr/Title)

Address

 Postcode  

Telephone Date of birth

Amateur Gardening is published by Time Inc. (UK). Your personal information is collected by Time Inc. (UK) in order to 
process your order.

Q Please tick here if you would prefer not to be contacted by Amateur Gardening or Time Inc. (UK) by post or telephone for the purpose of research or 

marketing of Time Inc. (UK)’s products or services.

Q Please tick here if you would prefer not to be contacted by other organisations carefully selected by Amateur Gardening or Time Inc. (UK) by post or 
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CODE PRODUCT Price Subs 
price QTY Total

TCJ12509 Alstroemeria ‘Butterfly Hybrids’ x 3 £9.99 £8.99

TCJ12510 Alstroemeria ‘Butterfly Hybrids’ x 6 £14.99 £13.49

TCK16891 Cerinthe major ‘Purpurascens’ x 3 £12.99 £11.69

TCK16905 Cerinthe major ‘Purpurascens’ x 6 £19.99 £17.99

TCK72108 Dianthus ‘Cherry Burst’ x 5 £9.99 £8.99

TCK72109 Dianthus ‘Cherry Burst’ x 10 £14.99 £13.49

TCC62544 Campanula ‘Pink Octopus’ x 3 £13.99 £12.59

TCC62545 Campanula ‘Pink Octopus’ x 6 £18.98 £17.08

TCA12403B Geranium ‘Rozanne’ x 1 £8.99 £8.09

TCA12402PB Geranium ‘Rozanne’ x 3 £12.99 £11.69

TCK71424
10 *Free Pinks & Snips (Worth £27.98)

(Only 1 Application per order)
FREE FREE

1
[  ] TICK

*£5.65
POSTAGE

£
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Cardholders call direct on 	 0844 573 2021 quoting AGT292Z 

or AGT293Z if you’re a subscriber. The order lines are open seven days a 

week, 9am to 8pm (Mon-Fri) 9am to 6pm (Weekends) (voicemail at other 

times). Minimum order £10. Alternatively, please complete the coupon in 

How to 

order

BLOCK CAPITALS. Remittance may be made by MasterCard, Visa, Maestro, 

postal order or cheque (name, address and AGT292Z/AGT293Z if a subscriber) on the back 

of cheque, please), crossed and made payable to T&M. Delivery to UK addresses only. 

All orders will be acknowledged by letter or email, advising you of the expected despatch date. This offer 

is subject to availability. Offer enquiry line 0844 573 2021 order lines are open seven days a week, 9am to 

8pm (Mon-Fri) 9am to 6pm (Weekends). All correspondence concerning this offer should be sent to: 

Amateur Gardening Free Pinks and Snips Offer, Dept AGT292Z/AGT293Z, PO Box 162, Ipswich, IP8 3BX. 

Free Pinks & Snips will be despatched from June 2017 onwards. All other orders will be acknowledged 

with a despatch date. Delivery to UK addresses only. Offer closes 14th July 2017. Please note that your 

contract for supply of goods is with Thompson & Morgan, Poplar Lane, Ipswich, IP8 3BU. (Terms & 

Conditions available upon request). All offers are subject to availability.

Q   TELEPHONE ORDER LINE  
	 0844 573 2021, please quote 
AGT292Z (minimum order £10)

Q   Subscribers quote AGT293Z 
and your subscriber number to 
claim your 10% discount

Q   ORDER ONLINE AT  
� www.thompson-morgan.com/
AGT292Z 

Q   Subscribers should visit 
�thompson-morgan.com/AGT293Z 
to claim your 10% discount

Hardy geranium  
‘Rozanne’

OFFER  

5

Dianthus 
‘Cherry Burst’

OFFER  

3

Campanula 
‘Pink Octopus’

OFFER  

4

Total

Dianthus ‘Cherry Burst’ is 
refreshingly different, with 
pointed coral pink petals, 
each seemingly dipped in 
white at the tips. And they 
boast a lovely soft fragrance 
too! Ideal for cutting; enjoy 
their unusual good looks and 
their scent in vases too. 
Height: 12in (30cm). Spread: 
10in (25cm). Supplied as 
pencil plugs. 
Q  Buy 5 for £9.99
Q  Buy 10 for £14.99  

– Save £4.99

Japanese lantern-like buds 
swell out to burst forth as 
striking pink-tentacled 
flowers on this unusual 
variety. ‘Pink Octopus’ 
produces up to 50 of these 
amazing blooms on each 
upright branch, fluttering 
above strong, deeply cut 
foliage to give two months of 
summer colour. Height: 18in 
(45cm). Spread: 10in (25cm). 
Supplied as jumbo plugs.
Q  Buy 3 for £13.99
Q  Buy 6 for £18.98  

– Saving £9

Producing masses of saucer 
shaped, violet-blue blooms 
with dainty white centres 
‘Rozanne’ flowers repeatedly 
throughout the summer and 
won’t self-seed. This hardy 
perennial makes excellent 
groundcover through the 
front of informal borders or 
spilling from containers. 
Height 12in (30cm), 
spread 24in (60cm). Supplied 
as jumbo plug plants.
Q  Buy 1 for £8.99
Q  Buy 3 for £12.99 

Unusual 

carnation 

flowers
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with Wendy Humphries

Write to: 
Wendy Humphries, Amateur Gardening, Westover House, West Quay Rd, 
Poole, Dorset BH15 1JG or email: amateurgardening@timeinc.com

HERE are my greenhouse toms (‘Ailsa 
Craig’) planted in the border as cordons 
and as you can see, they’ve got quite a bit 
of growing to do. I’m also growing some 
red cherry bush varieties including 
‘Garden Pearl’ planted in containers 
ready to go outdoors. As I didn’t have 
quite enough pots, one is planted up in an 
old jute shopping bag, the handles make 
it easy to move about.
Jane Edwards, Worcester

Bags of toms

H
ERE’S a photo of our ‘Albertine’ 
rose, which has been growing 
since 1973. I’m sure most people 

think ramblers only flower once but I give 
ours a heavy prune after flowering in July 
and then it grows and flowers all over 
again – not quite so prolifically but very 
welcome all the same. By October it 
needs another trim, filling the whole 

Pretty perfect ‘Albertine’

E
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green bin and I have to wear my thickest 
anorak (even in July). It’s worth it though 
as the scent is really terrific and we do cut 
some for indoors. We’ve placed seating 
nearby so we can sit back and enjoy it. 
Ed Davis Chipping Sodbury, Glos

Wendy says: Your ‘Albertine’ is inspiring, 
well done for making the most of it. 

Your letters

Star 

letter

Farewell Tim! WE will be sorry to see former Editor Tim 
Rumball go. He has always been a great 
inspiration to us. Please could you pass 
our good wishes to him and tell him he will 
be sorely missed. I’m sure Kath has a long 
list of jobs for him to do. 
The Reece Family, by email 

TIM, thanks for all the Editor’s letters over 
the years – I will miss your sparkling 
repartee and the funny exchanges with 
your wife, Kath. I wish you an enjoyable 
time together in your garden.
Heather Morgan, by email

WELL done for announcing Tim’s 
retirement in such an unpretentious and 
novel way (AG, 20 May). Though his 
relationship with his wife has often been 
presented as involving some gardening-
induced frictions, we are left feeling that 
all is well there!
Michael Stephens, Liskeard

I’ve enjoyed Tim’s letters each week and 
I’m sure he and Kath will have a fun-
filled retirement. Best wishes to Tim and 
a warm welcome to new editor, Garry. 
Teresa Welch, Burgess Hill
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Our Star Letter wins £40 in National Garden Gift 
Vouchers; tip of the week, £10; other letters £5 
(£10 if we use a photo you’ve sent).  

Vouchers can be bought and redeemed at over 
2,000 UK outlets offering more than 90,000 garden plants 
and products.  Visit �  thevouchergarden.co.uk for details. 

CAUGHT in the 
act! Now my 
greenhouse is 
being used for 
other things, all 
my seedlings 
have been put in 
a sheltered 
corner. I was so 
amazed at the 
cheek of this 
snail I just had to 
snap it. Luckily it 
didn’t munch the 
growing shoot.
Debbie Rawle, 
Aston, Oxon

Wendy says: 
Look out for a 
fabric matting 
that contains 
copper. Place all 
your vulnerable 
pots on top and 
molluscs won’t 
cross it (Slug and 
snail Shocka).

One snail went to mow...
Photo 
of the week
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TO help me water my 
hanging baskets and 
jardiniere planters, I 
plunge a 3in plastic 
pot (with large holes 

in the base) into the 
compost then pack with 

moss. When it comes to 
watering, it acts as a reservoir to direct 
the water where it’s needed, and gives 
even watering without the annoying 
run-off at the sides.
Sarah Harding,  Bridport

Readers

 Quick 

Tips

I’D just returned from shopping for 
a few ‘gardening essentials’ and 
wearily placed them on the kitchen 
table so I could get a well-earned cup 
of tea. When I turned round, I was 
greeted by this little innocent face 
who can of course do no wrong, 
telling me she thought I’d invested in 
a new cat bed for her. 

Peaches was a rescue cat who had 
been very poorly treated. She has 
never used her expensive cat bed we 
bought her, but my hanging basket 
liner at 99p for two appeared to be a 
perfect place for her. And of course I 
didn’t get the hanging baskets 
planted up that afternoon.
Rachel Wood-Brignall, Ryl, 
Denbeighshire

Wendy says: There’s nothing quite 
as contrary as a cat!

Basket bed
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Amateur Fully Escorted TOURS

Additional entrance costs may apply. Prices are per person, based on two sharing and subject to finite availability. Images used in conjunction with Riviera Travel. Offer operated by 
and subject to the booking conditions of Riviera Travel Ltd, ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430, a company wholly independent of Amateur Gardening, published by Time Inc. (UK) Ltd.

Call to book, or for a free brochure on 
✆ 01283 742 396 or visit � amgriviera.co.uk

ABTA Number V4744

Travel Offers

Dubrovnik, the Dalmatian 
Coast and Montenegro

Departures up to October 2017:

Q Return flights, taxes and transfers

Q Seven nights three- and four-star hotel with half-board

Q  Dubrovnik, Montenegro, Krka National Park, Mostar, 
Split and the port of Trogir

Q Escorted by an experienced tour manager

Classical Spain: Seville, 
Cordoba & Granada 

Departures up to November 2017:

Q Return flights taxes and transfers

Q  Six nights three- or four-star hotels with breakfast, 
staying in Seville, Granada and Mijas

Q  Tours of Seville, Alhambra in Granada, Cordoba and Ronda

Q Escorted by an experienced tour manager

Five-star European  
River Cruises 
Departures up to November 2017:

Q Return rail* and Eurostar, or flights, taxes and transfers

Q  Five-star cabins with hotel-standard beds, private 
bathrooms and river views

Q Exceptional cuisine with full-board throughout

Q Extensive and fully inclusive touring programmes

Pompeii, Capri & the Bay Of Naples

Departures up to October 2017:

Q Return flights, taxes and transfers

Q  Seven night’s three- or four-star Sorrento hotel 
with half-board.

Q  Sorrento, Capri, Vesuvius, Naples Archaeological 
Museum, Pompeii, the Amalfi Coast, and Ravello

Q Escorted by an experienced tour manager.

Choice  of 10 stunning cruises

8 days’half-board from£699per person

15 days’from

£1499per person

8 days’half-board from£829per person

7 days’from

£539per person

8 days’from

£999per person
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Search and rescue
Shopping expeditions have led Julia Humphries to some unusual finds for her garden

she explains. As a result, she has created 

two long side borders filled with roses, 

alliums and herbaceous perennials. 

“To a certain extent, the colours are 

organised with lots of pinks and blues 

throughout, whilst I tend to place 

the oranges and reds of nasturtiums, 

geraniums and purple-leaved elders 

further away from the house.” 

Dotted throughout the garden the 

many unlikely “finds” have been crafted 

into imaginative plant containers. 

These range from an animal feeder 

turned herb planter, a thyme-filled 

Ideas for gorgeous gardens
Get     lookthe

I
T takes imagination and gardening 

know-how to turn antiquated 

cast-offs into something special 

for the garden, but Julia Humphries 

has both in spadefuls. “I’ve always liked 

the vintage look, and it lends itself to 

the cottage garden style I love,” she 

says. Many of her buys have come from 

salerooms, others were found during 

family holidays. “I always keep my eyes 

open for anything unusual.” 

It’s nearly 30 years since Julia and 

husband Robert moved into their 

detached 1950’s home. “I was lucky 

to have Mum living nearby — she is a 

really knowledgeable gardener, and 

I’m sure that’s why both my brother 

and I are so keen.” Julia has also been 

inspired by other gardens, including 

Gertrude Jekyll’s Sissinghurst and West 

Dean in Sussex. “I’m not one for rigid, 

structural gardens. I prefer flowing lines 

to straight ones, and informal planting,” 

enamel pedal bin, a birdcage of violas, 

kitchen scales with a deep metal scoop 

of succulents, wooden crates of broad 

beans and an agricultural cart planted 

with vegetables.

Robert is in charge of all the 

vegetables and the acers, which turn a 

beautiful bright red in the autumn. “The 

leaves can be a little frazzled by the 

sun though,” adds Julia. Several more 

acers grow along the westerly border, 

which originally had a pumped stream. 

However a hosepipe ban, prompted 

the couple to change it into a dry river 

bed where hellebores, primulas and 

daffodils grow in spring.

There are two main seating areas — a 

sheltered patio outside the kitchen to 

catch the evening sun, and a small patio 

beside the greenhouse for the early 

morning rays. Both, of course, are home 

to some of the most individual planters 

you’ll ever find. Q

Julia Humphries garden is an eclectic mix of “found” items that 
she plants up to display in the beds and borders. A mixed 
border of cottage garden plants includes roses, astrantia, 

alliums, fennel and penstemon. Behind Rosa ‘Phyllis Bide’ 
climbs the greenhouse, creating natural shade
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“I keep my eyes 
open for anything 

unusual”
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Edge a sunny patio with vegetables, 
herbs and fl owers planted in salvaged 
containers. Julia has used wicker baskets, 
metal buckets and a galvanised wash tub
 amongst others

Plant up old weighing scales with a 
selection of succulents. Root them 
in a mix of soil and gravel

Create a pathway of salvaged bricks and provide
a focal point at the end  –red begonias are 

displayed on a rescued ladder

Let your imagination fl y. A 
planted bird cage can be sat
on the  ground, on a 
table or hung from a hook

Give plants the best of starts by 
cleaning containers and drilling
drainage holes in the bottom

OWNERS Julia Humphries

ADDRESS 

The Crest, 

Berrylands, 

Surrey

GARDEN SIZE 
82ft x 65ft 

(25m x 20m)

ASPECT South-facing

SOIL A reasonable loam

VISITED June

SPECIAL FEATURES A collection 

of salvaged ‘fi nds’ made into plant 

containers interspersed amongst 

summer’s perennials

Meet the owner

Give an old enamel 
pedal bin a new lease

of life. This one is 
planted with thyme
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B
BC Gardeners’ World Live (and 

the BBC Good Food Show) are 

returning to the NEC in 

Birmingham on 15-18 June. If 

you fancy seeing a host of TV gardening 

celebrities, including Monty Don, Alan 

Titchmarsh, Joe Swift and AG’s Toby 

Buckland, pop along. Every ticket 

includes entry to both shows.

This year is special, as it marks 50 

years since Gardeners’ World first 

appeared on BBC2. Show organisers are 

celebrating with presenters past and 

present, themed borders, a 

nostalgia garden set in the 

‘60s and a feature garden 

showing how gardening 

changed over the decades. 

The BBC2 series has 

been looking for the plant 

which has had the biggest 

impact on gardens over the 

past half century. There was a 

public vote in May, and the 10 

nominated plants will be on display in 

a gallery at the show. 

The winning plant, to be named the 

Golden Jubilee Plant, will be unveiled at 

the Show by Mary Berry, and will be 

featured on TV on Friday 16 June.

Floral marquee

This show boasts one of the largest 

floral marquees. Inside there will be 

displays of everything from orchids and 

lilies, to dianthus and alliums; it’s a 

spectacular sight packed with displays 

from award-winning nurseries. 

Watch out for new plants being 

BBC Gardeners’ World Live
Meet TV stars past and present as BBC2’s Gardeners’ World celebrates its 50th birthday

Where: NEC, Birmingham B40 1NT

When: Thurs 15 – Sun 18 June 
(9am-6pm each day)

How much: At the gate – £26 each 
day; £24 for over 65s. Parking 
costs £12.

More info: Visit  
� bbcgardenersworldlive.com 
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launched by growers. 

There will be a Rose 

Festival in the floral 

marquee for the second 

year running. It includes 

top growers with 

stunning displays, quality 

plants for sale, expert advice 

and a rose stage with dedicated rose 

talks and demos – and a brand new rose 

variety to be launched at the show.

  

Show gardens

This year’s show gardens include:

� The Tesco Every Little Helps Garden 

(below), designed by Owen Morgan. It’s 

an interactive garden inspired by small 

spaces, and which offers lots of ‘little 

helps’ – ideas for your garden.

� Romance in the Ruins 

Garden, designed by 

Claudia de Yong. A 

unique space evoking 

scent and romance. 

Visitors can walk 

through the garden.

� The Serenity Garden, designed by 

Andy Tudbury. We all need a place to 

relax and unwind – this garden has the 

answers. The calm planting and ripples 

on the pool bring a feeling of serenity.

 

Other attractions

� Live Theatre – The theatre has a 

packed schedule of entertaining 

and informative talks. Seats 

may be reserved, but 

some were fully 

booked as this issue 

of AG went to press. 

� GreenThumb 

Lawn Care – Visitors 

can meet experienced 

lawn care advisors for 

quality lawn advice 

and expert tips. 

� VegTrug Grow Your 

Own Stage – Hosted by 

BBC Radio 4 Gardeners’ 
Question Time expert Matt 

Biggs, this drop-in demo 

stage is where visitors can 

learn how to grow tasty 

ingredients in even the smallest 

of spaces. 

� BBC Good Food Show – Your ticket 

also allows you in to the BBC Good Food 

Show. There are no partitions between 

the shows and you are free to move 

between them as you wish.

“Golden Jubilee plant 
will be revealed ” 

Where, when  

and how much?

The show’s floral
marquee will be full of
award-winning growers

Shop ‘till you
drop at specialist 
nurseries 

Big names: 
Monty Don will
talk at show 

Every Little Helps: Tesco’s
interactive show garden

Top advice: BBC’s
Carol Klein
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Nurseryman and former Gardeners’ World host

Toby Buckland

T
HERE’S a strip of land on my 

new veg-plot project that runs 

along a river and is permanently 

shaded by trees. Conventional 

wisdom says that the best thing to do 

when faced with such a swampy place 

is to look for another plot! That, or use 

the space for a compost heap.

However, I plan to grow the world’s 

At fi rst the taste was peppery and 

sweet but after fi ve minutes it became 

searingly hot before fading. In Japan it’s 

eaten fresh with fi sh and sushi but its 

pepper-punch is just the job on 

barbecued steak.

In the Land of the Rising Sun, wasabi 

thrives in cool, shaded stream beds, 

covering river banks and water with 

succulent rhizomes, so I fi gure it could 

be perfect on my tree-covered brook.

Stems take three years to develop but 

while I wait, saucer-sized leaves are 

edible, with a sweet taste and gentle 

heat; ideal for salads. If you don’t have 

a stream, it’s a worthy crop in ordinary 

garden soil, for the leaves alone.most valuable vegetable: Wasabi 
japonica. If you’ve eaten Japanese 

cuisine you’ve almost certainly heard 

of wasabi, although probably never 

tasted the real thing.

Sachets of paste packaged up in 

supermarket sushi, and labelled 

Wasabi, are really a blend of its cousin 

horseradish, pepped up with mustard 

and food colouring.

Genuine wasabi has a complex, 

delicious ‘living’ fl avour that changes 

as the freshly grated stems react with 

air. I fi rst tasted this treat while fi lming 

a food programme where stems were 

grated in the studio in the traditional 

way, using a square of shark skin! 

Could a Japanese delicacy make Toby a millionaire?

Prepare vegetable beds
IF you have moisture-retentive soil, 

before planting vegetables, rake earth 

up into ridges so excess water drains 

away from roots. Raised beds a sure 

solution but there are plants that’ll grow in damp 

ground, drying out the earth for their neighbours. 

Dogwoods with brightly coloured malleable 

stems are the plant equivalent of sponges and 

make attractive pea-sticks, while leafy comfrey 

(circled) will cover the ground. When cut and 

bunged on a heap, it adds nutrients to the compost.

top tipsToby’s

Job
of the

week

“After fi ve minutes it 
was searingly hot”
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Q Wasabi is hardy and loves full 
shade. It’s reliable if you patrol for 
slugs on a regular basis.

Q Buy plants online and pot them 
on into 9in (23cm) pots before 
planting outdoors.

Wasabi looks at home by a stream, but 
still performs well in good garden soil

I’m going for the valuable Brussels 

sprout-like stems, planting the crowns 

on gravel ridges near the slow-moving 

water where the roots will stay 

hydrated but the crowns don’t 

permanently sit in a puddle.

The setup needs work, but the effort 

could pay dividends, as wasabi stems 

have a wholesale price of over £100 per 

kilogram. As Del Boy might say: “This 

time in three years, Rodney…!”

High value veg!
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