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Firearm Ideas That Failed

 CIVIL WAR: The Guns Of 1864

Kimber’s    Mountain Ascent

Lacking Nothing



Super Carry .45 ACP pistols establish a new benchmark for concealed carry 

and personal defense. Built in the Kimber® Custom Shop,™ no aspect of 

usability, dependability or performance was compromised. Round heel 

frames are easier to conceal and more comfortable to carry. Barrels, 

chambers and triggers are machined to critical match grade dimensions for 

superior accuracy. Directionally-engaging serrations guarantee fast, positive 

operation. The KimPro® II finish is self-lubricating and extremely resistant 

to both moisture and salt. Quality and performance are everything in a 

carry pistol and Super Carry models deliver both to an unequaled degree. 

Visit the nearest Kimber Master Dealer and see for yourself.

kimberamerica.com
        (888) 243-4522

T H E  C H O I C E  O F  A M E R I C A ’ S  B E S T

All Super Carry pistols have custom 
features like night sights with cocking 
shoulder, ambidextrous thumb safety and 
rounded/blended edges that will not snag. 

The Super Carry Pro™ .45 ACP is one 
of four models with a light weight 
aluminum frame for easier carry. It has a 
4-inch barrel and weighs only 28 ounces.

The Super Carry Pro HD™ .45 ACP is one 
of three HD models with a stainless steel 
frame for hard use. It has a 4-inch barrel 
and weighs 35 ounces.

©2012, Kimber Mfg., Inc. All rights reserved. Information and speci� cations are for reference only and subject to change without notice.

Kimber o� ers nearly 200 purpose-built pistols and ri� es to meet any need.

Unequaled Quality. Unmatched Performance.Unequaled Quality. Unmatched Performance.Unequaled Quality. Unmatched Performance.
Super Carry Pistols.

The Super Carry Ultra+™ .45 ACP has a 3-inch barrel for easy concealment 
and a full-length grip with round heel for additional control and comfortable 
carry. It weighs just 27 ounces. 



• FAST, TOUCH-FREE ENTRY

• CHILD-RESISTANT DESIGN

• MULTIPLE ACCESS OPTIONS

• 1,500 LB.-RATED SECURITY CABLE

•  16-GAUGE STEEL CONSTRUCTION 
WITH MOUNTING HOLES

•  READY 24/7 WITH AC POWER 
& BATTERY BACKUP

Do not store loaded fi rearms in any safe. Follow local laws for fi rearm storage.

K EY FOB

ACCESS CAR D

Place the bracelet, key fob 
or card over the RFID reader, 
and the RAPiD™ safe opens 
to present your handgun.

ACCESS TECHNOLOGY
T O U C H  F R E E

™

800.338.3220 | HORNADY.COM

SAFE, SECURE AND ALWAYS RAPiD.™
Protection when you need it most. The patent pending RFID 
technology affords the fastest access to your handguns. Simply 
place the RFID bracelet, card or key fob over the reader, or punch 
in your personal keypad code and the safe springs open to 
present your handgun. A traditional key is also included.

NEW 

RAPiD™ SAFE
Fast, touch-free entry | Child-resistant design



features

MEMBER PROGRAMS: (800) 672-3888

Volume 162, No. 5, 128th Year of Publication

OFFICIAL JOURNAL OF THE NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

The NRA, the foremost guardian of the traditional American right to “keep and bear arms,” 
believes every law-abiding citizen is entitled to the ownership and legal use of fi rearms, and that 

every reputable gun owner should be an NRA Member.
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82

Hold The Phone! 2014: What’s At Stake  .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 18
Chris W. Cox Every election matters. But in some years, a particular election is made 

more important by the issues debated and the people involved. The 2014 
mid-term elections are critical for the future of our freedoms for both 
reasons—and especially because of the man who occupies the White House 
and his view of presidential power.

Lacking Nothing: Kimber’s Mountain Ascent .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 64
J. Scott Olmsted Kimber designers and engineers shaved weight from the bolt-action Model 

84 to produce the Mountain Ascent—a ri� e hunters will joyfully carry uphill. 
But the good news is that the gun has everything that counts when it comes 
to performance.

Seemed Like A Good Idea ... Firearm Ideas That Failed .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 70
Layne Simpson From Gyrojets that � red rockets to a hunting ri� e with an on-board 

computer, many seemingly harebrained ideas have actually made it into 
production. But those revisited here didn’t get far before they were scuttled. 
What? Your gun doesn’t � re Trounds? Read on.

Dual Citizenship: The Rock Island Armory Story .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 76
J.L. Kurtenbach From foreign shores to U.S. production, Rock Island Armory is a company 

with an intriguing history and heritage, but it also builds a comprehensive 
line of M1911 pistols to suit almost any need and budget.

The 2014 American Rifl eman Golden Bullseye Awards .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 82
Staff Report “The World’s Oldest And Largest Firearm Authority” recognizes seven 

recipients of the 12th NRA Publications Division’s Golden Bullseye Awards, 
which annually honor the � rearm industry’s most innovative new products 
and one prominent individual.

NRA’s Great American Outdoor Show  .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 88
NRA Staff After a one-year hiatus, NRA has stepped up with its own version of what an 

outdoor show should be, and the “Harrisburg show” is now known as the 
Great American Outdoor Show.

The Guns Of 1864. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 92
Joseph G. Bilby In 1864, more and more repeating ri� es—Spencers and Henrys—made 

their way into Union units. The South was being overwhelmed by superior 
numbers and � repower. If 1863 was the year of the ri� e-musket in America’s 
Civil War, then 1864 was the year of the repeater. 

Wayne R. LaPierre, 
Executive Vice President

THE COVER: Kimber’s Mountain Ascent, here in .30-’06 Sprg., weighs in 
at a mere 5 lbs., 2 ozs., without a scope and mounts, making 
it the lightest factory production rifle in the world. American 
Hunter Editor In Chief J. Scott Olmsted took the rifle to 
Namibia, where he used Federal Trophy Bonded Tipped 
cartridges and Weaver’s Grand Slam 8.5X 45 mm binocular, 
and you can read his report beginning on p. 64. Kimber has 
also started offering Zeiss riflescopes and Talley rings in W.L. 
Gore’s Optifade camouflage. Photo by Forrest MacCormack. 
Design by David J. Labrozzi.
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Solo® pistols combine unequaled Kimber® quality and 9mm power in a package 

that weighs just 17 ounces. Borrowing proven 1911 ergonomics, they have a 

natural pointability that improves both speed and accuracy while making them 

surprisingly comfortable to shoot. Solo slides and barrels are machined from 

stainless steel, and frames are cut from the finest aluminum. Five models are 

offered, including 2 with Crimson Trace Lasergrips. No other micro-compact 

pistol can match the performance of a Solo. Not even close. Visit a Kimber 

Master Dealer and see for yourself.

©2013, Kimber Mfg., Inc. All rights reserved. Information and speci� cations are for reference only and subject to change without notice.

kimberamerica.com
        (888) 243-4522

T H E  C H O I C E  O F  A M E R I C A ’ S  B E S T

Solo pistols have a single action striker-� red 
trigger with a smooth, consistent pull that 
breaks clean at 6.5-7.5 pounds for fast and 
accurate shooting.

Steel sights are securely mounted in 
machined dovetails. CDP and DC models 
have night sights. Other versions have 
sights with large white dots.

A manual ambidextrous thumb safety, 
checkered slide release and ambidextrous 
magazine release button enable intuitive, 
fast and safe operation.

Kimber o� ers nearly 200 purpose-built pistols and ri� es to meet any need.

Small. Powerful. Dependable.
Kimber Solo 9mm Pistols.

The Solo® CDP (LG) and Solo® DC (top) weigh only 17 ounces. Just over 
1 inch wide and with a barrel length of 2.75 inches, they establish a 
new benchmark for concealed carry performance.
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America Remembers® Presents

The John Wayne Patriotic Tribute Revolver
“I am an old-fashioned,
honest-to-goodness, 
flag waving 
patriot.”
– John Wayne John Wayne was an American legend who never missed the

opportunity to share his love for America. He was a staunch
American who wasn’t afraid to speak up and show his
unwavering support for our great nation. If you asked him about
freedom, he’d say it was our most valuable national resource.
The U.S. government recognized his commitment to the nation

with two of the country’s highest civilian decorations: the Congressional
Gold Medal and the Presidential Medal of Freedom. 

John Wayne’s love for America was legendary around the world. In
fact, to much of the world, John Wayne was a symbol of America. As our
unofficial ambassador, he perfectly captured that uniquely American mix
of individuality, strength, and pride that makes our country so great.

� A Handsome Patriotic Salute �Caliber: 
.357 Magnum

Capacity: 
7 Round

Barrel Length: 6”

While countless screenwriters have been responsible for some of his characters’ most
memorable lines, Duke had his own way with words when it came to talking about national
pride. There weren’t many people who could speak so well from the heart and say so
clearly what it meant to be an American. The featured John Wayne quote on the left side of
the barrel is, “America is the land of freedom and that’s the way I enjoy living.” 

Along the barrel, classic quotes from John Wayne are featured. The John Wayne quote
on the right says, “Sure I wave the American flag. Do you know a better flag to
wave?” John Wayne stood up for America and supported our country and leaders even
in the most difficult times. His boldness inspired and encouraged many Americans and
it’s this unending love of country we honor today with this handsome Tribute. 
JOHN WAYNE, , DUKE, THE DUKE, and           are the exclusive trademarks of, and the John
Wayne name, image, likeness and voice, and all other related indicia are the intellectual property of, John Wayne Enterprises,
LLC. © 2013 John Wayne Enterprises, LLC. All rights reserved. www.johnwayne.com

I wish to reserve ___ of the “John Wayne Patriotic Tribute Revolver”, at the
introductory issue price of $2,495.* My deposit of $195 per revolver is enclosed. 
I wish to pay the balance at the rate of $100 per month, no interest or carrying
charges. Certificate of Authenticity included. Thirty-day return privilege.
� Check enclosed for $ .
� Charge payment of $ to:   � VISA  � MasterCard  � AMEX  � Discover  

No. Exp.

Display Case
� I wish to reserve the optional, luxuriously lined, custom-made display case with locking 

glass lid. My payment of $149* is enclosed or add to credit card. To place your reservation toll-free call 1-800-682-2291

America Remembers®
10226 Timber Ridge Drive � Ashland, Virginia  23005

www.americaremembers.com

Name 

Address 

City/State/Zip 

Telephone ( ) 

*All orders are subject to acceptance and credit verification prior to shipment. Shipping
and handling will be added to each order. Virginia residents please add sales tax.

America Remembers, with authorization from John Wayne Enterprises, is proud to
announce the John Wayne Patriotic Tribute Revolver. This handsome firearm was created
to honor John Wayne’s dedication and unwavering love for the United States of America,
and features patriotic artwork honoring the USA with stirring quotes from John Wayne. The
Tribute is issued on a Smith & Wesson Model 686 Plus Revolver in caliber .357 Magnum.
This popular 7-shot stainless steel revolver is handsomely decorated to honor the USA and
the legendary John Wayne. Each Tribute revolver is decorated in stunning 24-karat gold
with blackened patinaed highlights by craftsmen commissioned by America Remembers.

This handsome Tribute also includes highly-polished custom rosewood finger-grooved
grips which perfectly complement the handsome artwork on this powerful stainless steel
revolver. Both sides of the revolver feature John Wayne’s legendary Red River “D” brand,
images of John Wayne as a cowboy, and John Wayne’s signature.

Secure Your John Wayne Tribute Today
Only 2,500 Tribute revolvers will ever be produced and they are available only from

America Remembers. Act quickly to guarantee your place in this edition. The revolver
comes with our 30-day guarantee of satisfaction. If for any reason you are not completely
satisfied with your Tribute, you may return it in original, unfired condition within 30 days
for a complete refund. We will arrange delivery of your working revolver through a licensed
firearms dealer of your choice. Your Tribute will be individually numbered and shipped
with a matching numbered Certificate of Authenticity.

The John Wayne Patriotic Tribute
Revolver will stand as a tribute to the
legacy of a Hollywood legend, as well as
a constant reminder to never take our
nation for granted. As John Wayne once
said, “My hope and prayer is that
everyone know and love our country
for what she really is and what she
stands for.” America is still the greatest
nation on earth, and like John Wayne, we
need to remain proud supporters of our
country.

Display Case Available
An optional, luxuriously lined, custom-built, wooden

display case is available for purchase.
©AHL, Inc.



WARNING: All technical data in this publica-
tion, especially for handloading, refl ect 
the limited experience of individuals using 
specifi c tools, products, equipment and 
components under specifi c conditions and 
circumstances not necessarily reported in 
the article and over which the National Rifl e 
Association (NRA) has no control. The data 
have not otherwise been tested or verifi ed 
by the NRA. The NRA, its agents, offi cers and 
employees accept no responsibility for the 
results obtained by persons using such data 
and disclaim all liability for any consequential 
injuries or damages. See asterisked (*).

* NO ADVERTISED ITEM IS INTENDED FOR 
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EAS WHERE LOCAL RESTRICTIONS MAY 
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LOCAL LAWS BEFORE PURCHASING. 
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americanrifl eman.org

also on

Gun Of The Week
Every week, a Rifl eman editor gives you a video overview of a 
new gun—ranging from the affordable Walther PPX pistol to 
the brand-new Benelli Ethos shotgun—before heading to the 
range to wring it out.  

The Keefe Report 
American Rifl eman Editor In Chief Mark Keefe checks in on 
happenings with the magazine, the television show, industry 
trends, and other fi rearm and shooting sports topics.

Clapp On Handguns
Field Editor Wiley Clapp shares more than a half-century of 
experience and knowledge in the technical and historical 
aspects of handgunning. 

Fear & Loading
After a decade of hard work and practical jokes at NRA 
Publications, Guy Sagi sought asylum in the backwoods of 
North Carolina. Enter at your own risk. 

blogs

mobile AmericanRifl eman.org Mobile
Designed to be accessible and easy to use, our mobile site is 
now available on Apple or Droid operating systems as well as 
BlackBerry. Check us out!

insider American Rifl eman Insider
With our e-newsletter you’ll be the fi rst to know when there’s 
something new at AmericanRifl eman.org. No need to search—
we deliver exclusive videos, articles and must-have products 
straight to your inbox. So log on, sign up and start clicking.

“The Pig”: Sporterizing a Mosin-Nagant
Can an old surplus rifl e be transformed into a useful sporter 
with good ammo and aftermarket parts? B. Gil Horman de-
cided to give it a shot with a gun he once dubbed “The Pig.” 
Go to AmericanRifl eman.org/M44Upgrades to see if it worked.

stories

featured Check Out Our New Blogs!
The AmericanRifl eman.org blog section has expanded! 
Now, alongside longtime favorites like “The Keefe Report,” 
“Clapp on Handguns” and “Gun of the Week,” you’ll be able 
to fi nd Aaron Carter’s “All Things Ammunition,” “Gun DIY,” 
“Rifl eman Q&A” and plenty more. Learn about all of the new 
blogs—and get reacquainted with a few old ones—by visiting 
AmericanRifl eman.org/NewBlogs.

Throwback Thursday
Each Thursday we’ll share an article from our archives. For 
example, go to AmericanRifl eman.org/Improved45 to read a 
May 1924 story in which we discuss the improvements Colt 
had just made to its “Automatic Pistol, Model of 1911.”



EAGLE SCOUT
™

Praising Those Who Reach 
The Pinnacle of Scouting
MODEL NO. HOO4ES 

AMERICAN FARMER
Celebrating Those Who 
Feed The World
MODEL NO. H004AF 

FIREFIGHTER 
Hailing America’s 
Bravest
MODEL NO. H004FM 

LAW ENFORCEMENT 
Saluting America’s Finest
MODEL NO. H004LE 

MILITARY SERVICE
Honoring Those Who 
Answer The Call of Duty
MODEL NO. HOO4MS 

HENRY  TRIBUTE  RIFLES

For a FREE color catalog 
and Henry decal

visit www.henryrifl es.com
or call Toll Free (800) 517-5499

Made In America Or Not Made At All



CORRESPONDENCE   KEEFE REPORT

The magazine in your hands 
has continued to evolve 
and expand since Arthur 

Corbin Gould published the � rst 
issue of The Ri� e in 1885. The 
Ri� e became Shooting & Fishing 
in 1888, Arms & The Man in 1906, 
and then The American Ri� eman 
in 1923. Today, American Ri� eman 
is available as a print magazine, 
as two types of digital magazine 
and, as of last year, as an app for 
the iPad. And, yes, we are working 
on an Android version. In 2004, 
we started “American Ri� eman 
Television” on the Outdoor 
Channel, and we have hosted 
AmericanRi� eman.org since 
1999. The magazine has a Twitter 
feed and you can � nd and like 
us on Facebook. Also free is the 
“American Ri� eman Insider” elec-
tronic newsletter.

AmericanRi� eman.org is dedi-
cated to bringing our readers the 
� nest � rearm-related content on the 
web. But we’ve made some changes 
that merit every NRA member’s 
attention, and that is our expanded 
blog section. Now, alongside 
longtime favorites like “John Zent’s 
Gun Culture,” “The Keefe Report,” 
“Clapp on Handguns” and “Gun of 
the Week,” you’ll be able to � nd “All 
Things Ammunition,” “Gun DIY,” 
“Ri� eman Q&A” and plenty more. 
Here are some highlights from our 
new blog lineup.

All Things Ammunition. 
Managing Editor Aaron Carter 
covers anything ammunition 
related in his blog, where you’ll 
� nd insight on everything from the 
latest and greatest loads to some 
of the industry’s most beloved 
cartridges.

American Ri� eman 
Television. Produced by the 
magazine staff, the show airs 
every Wednesday on the Outdoor 
Channel. Here, we tell you what’s 
coming up each week as well as 
giving you a look at shows and 
segments you can watch right 
here, right now.

Gun DIY. Here, editors sug-
gest how you can better set-up, 

modify or assemble your own 
guns to personalize them for a 
speci� c purpose. We will take 
turns addressing many of the tools, 
tips and techniques that we’ve 
found can make such projects all 
the more pleasant, successful and 
rewarding. We hope these tips help 
you make your guns all the more 
your own.

Gun Reviews. American 
Ri� eman has been reviewing 
� rearms for more than a century—
longer than other gun magazines 
have even existed. Here you’ll � nd 
a mix of new gun reviews and clas-
sic tests from our archives. What 
did the blogosphere think about 
the Colt AR-15 when introduced 
in 1962? Oh, right, the Internet 
hadn’t been invented yet, but you’ll 
� nd our original review, and much 
more, right here.

Ri� eman Q&A. From the tens 
of thousands of questions on guns, 
ammunition and their use we have 
received, here we post the most 
interesting. Have a question that’s 
got your buddies at the range 
stumped? Odds are we already 
have the answer.

What’s It Worth? When it 
comes to guns, one of the most 
common questions we receive is 
“What’s it worth?” Here, we’ll tell 
you what the gun really is, then 
give a little background behind it 
and, � nally, let you know what you 
can expect to pay for it on the mar-
ket. If you like the “I Have This Old 
Gun” page in the magazine, you’ll 
� nd even more here.

Check out the changes at 
AmericanRi� eman.org. New con-
tent and gems from our archives are 
going up every day.

Sincerely,

SecondCallDefense.org

DOWNLOAD THIS

FREE
REPORT

Discover the 7 

Proven Strategies 

to Survive the

Legal Aftermath of 

Armed Self Defense

• 5 self defense myths that can 
land you in jail. Most people 
believe at least 3 of them.

• 10 things you should never do 
after a shooting. #2 can get you 
in trouble. #4 can get you shot.

• The legal pitfalls of calling 911 
and how to avoid them - including 
a secret that may shock you.

• Plus much more. Yours FREE!

Download now at

SecondCallDefense.org



Round, smooth-sided Ruger ®

Lightweight Adaptable handguard
with fl attop receiver features a
Mil-Spec 1913 Picatinny rail at
12:00 position that extends the

full length of the handguard. 

Folding backup iron sights include a windage
adjustable rear sight and an elevation adjustable
front sight. These sights provide a solid, reliable

aiming system that can be folded out of the
way to make room for optics, but can be

instantly redeployed if needed.

Ruger ® patented chrome-plated,
two-stage piston provides a cleaner, 
cooler running, reliable fi rearm with

superior operating endurance.

The four-position chrome-plated
gas regulator can be adjusted for

optimum reliability and 
superior operating endurance. 

RUGER.COM/SR762 ©2014 Sturm, Ruger & Co., Inc.        020314

The NEW Ruger® SR -762™ brings the downrange authority of the .308 cartridge to the popular SR- 556® family of

two- stage, piston- driven, modern sporting rifl es. The SR -762™ is a lightweight, quick-handling carbine that is an ideal rifl e 

for those who appreciate the familiar and ergonomic AR-style platform. The .308 Win. / 7.62 NATO cartridge is perfect for 

hunting medium and most large-sized game and enhances the capability of the AR-style platform in defensive or tactical
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 Studies indicate that fi rearms are used more than 2 million times a year for personal protection, 
and that the presence of a fi rearm, without a shot being fi red, prevents crime in many instances. 
Shooting usually can be justifi ed only where crime constitutes an immediate, imminent threat 
to life, limb, or, in some cases, property. Anyone is free to quote or reproduce these accounts. 
Send clippings via e-mail to armedcitizen@nrahq.org, or by mail to “The Armed Citizen,” 11250 
Waples Mill Road, Fairfax, VA 22030-9400. For bonus features, visit “The Armed Citizen Blog” at 
www.americanrifl eman.org. View this column online at www.nrapublications.org.

 If you have a firsthand “Armed Citizen” experience, 
call NRA-ILA PR/Communications at (703) 267-1193.

Tom White had seen an 
underweight cougar twice the 
day before; he had to chase the 

cougar away from the family’s calves. 
Then, when his 14-year-old son was 
outside feeding their dogs the next 
day, the cougar showed up again 
and appeared to be stalking the boy. 
The cougar followed the boy to the 
basement door of the home, where 
he hurriedly took refuge inside as 
White’s 11-year-old daughter shot and 
killed the cat to protect her brother. 
This was one of several cougars that 
had been killed in the area this winter 
for attacking domestic animals. (The 
Wenatchee World, Twisp, WA, 2/25/14)

Around 3:30 p.m., a woman 
who was home alone heard 
noises that prompted her to 

investigate. She saw a man attempting 
to gain entry to her home through a 
window. The resident warned the man 
to stop. When he continued through 
the window, however, the woman 
ran to the next room to retrieve her 
handgun. She fi red once, striking the 
intruder in the chest. He fl ed the scene, 
but collapsed in the street nearby. 
The gunshot wound proved fatal. (The 
Detroit News, Detroit, MI, 3/1/14) 

Skot Giles’ fi ancée heard a 
disturbance in the living room 
of their home. When she went to 

investigate, she was surprised to fi nd 
an armed intruder wearing a hooded 
sweatshirt and face paint. Giles found 
himself at gunpoint after responding 
to his fi ancée’s scream. The intruder 
demanded Giles’ wallet and to open 
a safe in their bedroom. When Giles’ 

fi ancée realized that their children 
had awakened due to the disturbance, 
she took action in an eff ort to protect 
them. She grabbed a walking stick and 
swung it at the intruder giving Giles 
enough time to grab his own fi rearm. 
Giles fi red, causing the intruder to 
fl ee. Although the suspect left a trail 
of blood, he is reportedly still at large. 
Giles said, “I wanted to save my family. 
That’s what’s precious to me.” (WTHR.
com, Bloomington, IN, 2/22/14)

When a dog broke from its 
leash and attacked one of 
two young girls walking 

nearby with their father, the man 
drew his fi rearm and shot the dog. The 
woman walking the dog in front of a 
local grocery store had tried to call to it 
when it broke loose, but the aggressive 
dog ran over to the girls and bit one 
of them several times until it was shot. 
Everyone involved in the incident 
agreed that the girls’ father was justifi ed 
in shooting the dog to protect his 
children. (The Daily Sentinel, Grand 
Junction, CO, 2/3/14) 

Joseph Sherman, owner of 
Westwind Automotive, was 
working late one evening after 

closing the shop when he heard 
someone turning the handle of the 

garage door. At fi rst, he ignored it. But 
then he noticed the deadbolt being 
jostled. He glanced out the window 
and saw the shadow of someone trying 
to break in through the door. Sherman 
grabbed his shotgun and opened the 
door, startling the teen on the other 
side. The would-be burglar carried a 
knife. Sherman ordered him to drop the 
knife then held him at gunpoint until 
police arrived. The teen was charged 
with attempted third-degree burglary 
and possession of burglars’ tools. (Daily 
Sentinel, Rome, NY, 12/4/13)

A 23-year-old man was the victim 
of a home invasion that involved 
three armed suspects—two 

women and a man—who forced their 
way into his home and demanded 
cash. In an eff ort to defend himself, 
the homeowner drew his own gun 
and fi red multiple rounds. The male 
suspect was pronounced dead at the 
scene, while both women fl ed. One 
of the female suspects was located 
after seeking medical attention for a 
gunshot wound. It was last reported 
that the suspect remained hospitalized 
and in critical condition, while the 
third suspect remains at large. The 
resident of the burglarized home 
was unharmed. (Contra Costa Times, 
Cherryland, CA, 2/14/14)

Jason Bagley was home with his two young daughters when he heard someone inside his 

home. In an eff ort to protect his children, Bagley grabbed his Glock 19 and confronted the 

two intruders, who had already begun to ransack the home. Bagley fi red four rounds caus-

ing the intruders to fl ee through the back door. They managed to get away with a cell phone 

and two MacBooks. “You can’t replace my kids,” Bagley said. “All I was thinking about was my 

kids’ protection.” (WSB-TV, South Fulton County, GA, 3/8/14)
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standing guard
By Wayne LaPierre, Executive Vice President     

SPONSOR AN NRA LIFE 
OF DUTY MEMBERSHIP 
FOR AN AMERICAN HERO. 
Honor those who stand 
on the front lines with 
exclusive benefits worth 
thousands of dollars—
including $27,500 in no-cost 
accident insurance. And 
that’s only the beginning! 
Visit NRALifeOfDuty.tv or 
call (877) NRA-GIVE now to 
sponsor a hero.

Like us on Facebook at the National Rifl e Association.  View this column online at www.nrapublications.org.

We Must Act To Stop Obama’s Transformation 
Of Our Constitution

With a compliant Democratic 
majority in the U.S. Senate 
that consistently defends the 

president’s executive theft of power, 
Barack Obama and his allies are well on 
their way to carrying out his 2008 threat 
to “fundamentally transform the United 
States of America.”

What is being transformed fi rst—
through growing, abusive executive 
edicts never conceived under the 
U.S. Constitution—is the very form of 
government and strict guarantees of 
individual freedom in the Bill of Rights 
that are the bedrock of our nation’s 
remarkable stability.

“Change”—Obama’s election 
mantra—is a direct, in-your-face aff ront to 
the very vision of our Founding Fathers.

Without doubt, the most dire 
warnings over Obama’s daily violation of 

the Constitution have come from George 
Washington University law professor 
Jonathan Turley, an Obama supporter 
and self-proclaimed champion of a 
“socially liberal agenda.”

Nonetheless, appearing before 
the House Judiciary Committee in 
February 2014, Prof. Turley called 
President Obama’s usurpation of 
power “a constitutional crisis with 
sweeping implications for our system 
of government.” And although he 
didn’t use the term, he defi ned what 
I would call the high crimes of the 
administration thusly: 

“The current threat to legislative 
authority in our system is 
comprehensive—spanning from the 
misappropriation of funds, to the 
circumvention of appointments, to 
negation of legislative provisions.”

Let me just name a few of Obama’s 
illegal and unconstitutional executive 
actions beginning with his refusal to 
enforce immigration laws and ignoring 
congressional mandates to close 
our borders to criminal aliens. Then 
there is Obama’s Internal Revenue 
Service threatening to silence ordinary 
Americans whom the president considers 
enemies, and his massive NSA domestic 
telephone and Internet surveillance of 
millions of innocent Americans.

Obama’s Justice Department 
overseeing gun smuggling to 
Mexican drug cartels makes our list, 
as does routinely refusing to answer 
congressional subpoenas, offi  cials 
stonewalling Congress, routinely ignoring 
orders from federal courts or unilaterally 
rewriting his systemically fl awed laws.

And then there is Obama’s order 
to circumvent clear congressional 
restrictions on spending for “research” 
by the Centers for Disease Control that 
claims gun ownership by law-abiding 

Americans is a public health menace.
The list goes on and on.
All of this was described by Prof. 

Turley as “… the usurpation of authority 
that’s unprecedented in this country.”

Especially for NRA members, it was 
obvious from the get-go that Obama 
believes he is above any constitutional 
restraints.

In the impenetrable prose of his 
2006 manifesto, “Audacity of Hope,” 
Obama expressed his far-left, extreme 
view of what most Americans see 
as the immutable rules of American 
governance inherent in the Constitution:

“… the very idea of ordered liberty 
was a rejection of absolute truth, the 
infallibility of any idea or ideology 
or theology or ‘ism,’ any tyrannical 
consistency that might lock future 
generations into a single, unalterable 
course.”

Let me translate: Obama believes 
that the guarantees of individual rights, 
the restrictions on government, and the 
absolute structural rules of the Republic 
in the U.S. Constitution are transient—
ephemeral, with no concrete meaning, 
now or for the future.

For Obama, “rule of law” is merely his 
political silly-putty.

A striking counter to Obama’s 
view of a fl uid Constitution with 
ever-changing meaning came with 
remarkable clarity from Prof. Turley 
in his Judiciary Committee testimony 
referring to the president’s behavior as 
“constitutional relativism” which, he 
said, “cuts the entire system free of its 
moorings; leaving the system adrift 
in a sea of politics where the ability 
to act is treated as synonymous 
with the authority to act. There is no 
license in our system to act, as President 
Obama has promised, ‘with or without 
Congress. …’” (emphasis added)



 In the same breath, Turley 
emphatically warned that “What cannot 
change is the system upon which 
we all depend for our rights and 
representation.” (emphasis added)

But destroying those most 
fundamental principles is exactly what 
Obama’s pied-piper cry of “Hope and 
Change” was all about.

Above all, Turley warned that “We 
are now at the constitutional tipping 
point for our system. If balance is to be 
reestablished, it must begin before this 
president leaves offi  ce and that will likely 
require every possible means to reassert 
legislative authority.”

Under the current leadership of 
the U.S. Senate with Majority Leader 
Harry Reid and the likes of arch-anti-
gun New York Sen. Chuck Schumer as 
co-conspirators in the Obama theft of 
power, there is only one means at hand 
to assure that legislative authority is 
reasserted.

Individual American voters must elect 
a pro-Second Amendment, pro-freedom 
Senate that respects the Constitution 
and vote to affi  rm a U.S. House of 
Representatives that will continue to 
assert its rightful constitutional role.

And NRA members—5 million of us—
compounded by the many millions of 
our friends, families, and co-workers are 
the key to restoring the constitutional 
balance before it’s too late. We have just 
months left to mobilize to elect a U.S. 
Senate and House on November 4 that 
will stand up to Obama’s fl agrant abuse 
of power.

Our fi ght isn’t just about the Second 
Amendment, it’s about preserving all 
our liberties—saving our constitutional 
heritage and protections for the future. 
It’s about using the ballot box on 
November 4 to elect true guardians 
of liberty who will stop Obama’s 
“transformation” of our Constitution and 
our country.
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Our Right To Free Speech Must Not Be Buried

In Barack Obama’s war on American lib-
erty, the president is using rogue exec-
utive power to drastically limit rights 

guaranteed under the First Amendment 
of the U.S. Constitution. His purpose is 
to strangle not only free speech, but the 
right to free association and the right to 
assemble. All of those elements of the 
First Amendment are essential to us as 
NRA members in preserving and protect-
ing the Second Amendment. 
      What if you and I were told we could 
no longer use our assembled power 
to infl uence Congress or the executive 
branch? What if we could not act as citi-
zens joined in a cause to protect liberty 
at any level of government?

What if the government sought—
under threat of criminal prosecution of 
perjury—lists of members or contribu-
tors, Internet passwords and usernames, 
emails, and lists of activities of family 
members? What if the government then 
probed our personal political motives or 
asked what you said in your prayers?

What if the government demanded 
that it approve our mission to preserve 
and protect the Second Amendment 
before we could communicate our 
message? What if we had to provide an 
endless rationale for our very existence 
as a grassroots lobby to the govern-
ment? What if information demanded 
by the government about us and what 
we believe became part of a huge big-
brother database?

With government agencies corrupted 
by the Obama regime into political 
“Organs of the State,” especially the Inter-
nal Revenue Service, this is not fi ction … 
it is not fantasy.

Although none of that has happened 
to the NRA—yet—that’s the nightmare for 
scores of conservative grassroots groups 
that have applied for the same non-profi t 
grassroots tax status as the NRA.

For “progressives,” IRS not-for-profi t 
status is granted in a virtual no-questions-
asked process. Even Obama’s election 
campaign machine was handed near-
instant non-profi t status and became 
what the media shamelessly calls, “The 
president’s political arm.”

Not so with mostly pro-Second 
Amendment conservative groups—many 
of which have been waiting years for 
IRS consideration or approval. These 
individual citizens and groups have been 
subject to relentless interrogation about 
their motives and politics, along with 
endless demands for intrusive personal 
information.

The “transformation” of the IRS into a 
political weapon—and the administra-
tion’s stonewalling congressional eff orts 
to expose the depth of this scandal—
are just business as usual for Obama.

Claiming ignorance of the IRS politi-
cal targeting scandal, President Obama 
feigned outrage saying he would be 
“holding the responsible parties account-
able.” Eric Holder’s politically corrupt Justice 
Department opened an FBI investigation, 
but before any of the IRS victims were 
interviewed, the administration leaked 
there would be no criminal wrongdoing.

On top of that, America witnessed the 
top IRS offi  cial who supervised the scandal 
called before Congress only to take the 
Fifth Amendment—her right against self-
incrimination.

As a country lawyer I know might say, “If 
the fox has feathers on his muzzle, it might 
be a clue as to where the chickens went.”

Yet President Obama blithely declared 
that there was “not even a smidgeon of 
corruption” in the IRS.

While Obama obfuscates, the IRS 
oppression of conservatives grew with the 
IRS trotting out a “regulation”—codifying 
its abuses to apply to existing groups like 
ours. For NRA, those rules are designed to 
shut down political speech and our right 
to assemble around our cause.

The Obama administration/IRS gag-
rule regs would have criminalized much 
of what NRA does. Mention any candi-
date’s name for any offi  ce, local, state or 
federal in any context during a political 
blackout period before any election, and 
you violate the law. Even referring to legis-
lation, say, the “Feinstein gun ban” would 
constitute a violation.

The regulations would have banned 
NRA or the Sierra Club or any non-profi t 
from holding non-partisan voter registra-
tion, or non-partisan meet-the-candidate 
forums or publishing voting records.

After a huge outcry from organiza-
tions of all political stripe, the onerous 
speech-strangling rules were postponed 
until after the November 4 elections. I 
guarantee this threat will begin anew if 
Obama keeps control over his U.S. Senate 
majority. If he loses the Senate, his bets 
are off , and the First Amendment will be 
alive and well.

Only by exercising our free speech 
and free association rights to the fullest—
those rights Obama would smother—
can we return our nation to its guiding 
principles. We must organize as never 
before to elect a national legislature that 
honors and protects not just the Second 
Amendment, but the entire Bill of Rights, 
including the First Amendment.





Source of fi rearms possessed by state prison inmates at time of o� ense, 1997 and 2004
SOURCE OF FIREARM 1997 2004

Total 100% 100%

Purchased or traded from—
Retail store
Pawnshop
Flea market
Gun show

14.0%
8.2
4.0
1.0
0.8

11.3%
7.3
2.6
0.6
0.8

Family or friend
Purchased or traded
Rented or borrowed
Other

40.1%
12.6
18.9
8.5

37.4%
12.2
14.1
11.1

Street/illegal source
Theft or burglary
Drug dealer/off  street
Fence/black market

37.3%
9.1

20.3
8.0

40.0%
7.5

25.2
7.4

Other 8.7% 11.2%

Note: Includes only inmates with a current conviction. Estimates may diff er from previously published BJS reports. To account for diff erences in 
the 1997 and 2004 inmate survey questionnaires, the analytical methodology used in 1997 was revised to ensure comparability with the 2004 
survey. Source: Bureau of Justice Statistics, Survey of Inmates in State and Federal Correctional Facilities, 1997 and 2004.
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political report
By Chris W. Cox, NRA-ILA Executive Director

Gun Control Lobby Continues to Ignore the Facts

The Brady Campaign’s recent report 
that the National Instant Criminal 
Background Check System (NICS) 

has “stopped more than 2.1 million 
would-be gun purchases” sure sounds 
impressive—only it isn’t true.

The fact is the vast majority of the 
2.1 million people fl agged by NICS are 
either legitimate purchasers (who a re 
snagged by mistake) or criminals who 
are then turned loose to obtain fi rearms 
elsewhere, rather than being prosecuted 
to the fullest extent of the law.

For example, in 2010, only 62 out of 
72,659 NICS denials led to prosecutions 
by the federal government—and only 
13 of those prosecutions resulted in a 
conviction. That’s .0001 percent.

According to Vice President Joe Biden, 
the reason for the Obama administration’s 
near-total lack of enforcement is that 
“we simply don’t have the time or the 
manpower to prosecute everybody who 
lies on a form, that checks a wrong box, 
that answers a question inaccurately.” 

If that’s the case, then what’s the point of 
the check? Does the administration think 
a determined criminal will give up a life of 
crime after a NICS denial?

Moreover, the Brady Campaign is 
being intentionally deceitful by claiming 
“40 percent” of gun purchases are 
conducted without a background check. 
You won’t read this in their misleading 
report, but even the notoriously anti-
gun Washington Post debunked their 
“40 percent” whopper, giving it a rating 
of “3 Pinocchios” for dishonesty. That’s 
because this statistic comes from a 
251-person survey conducted nearly two 
decades ago, in which more than three-
quarters of the fi rearm sales covered in 
the survey occurred before background 
checks were mandated by federal law. 

The most recent Department of 
Justice survey of 1,402 convicted 
criminals found that nearly 90 percent of 
them obtained their guns from sources 
including theft, straw purchases, family, 
friends and the black market (see chart). 

None of these would have been blocked 
by NICS.

If the Brady Campaign truly wanted 
to keep guns out of the wrong hands, it 
would challenge Biden and the Obama 
administration on their admitted refusal 
to prosecute those they know may be 
attempting to purchase a fi rearm illegally. 
Instead, they’re renewing their push for 
Obama’s so-called “universal background 
checks” scheme, which has more to do 
with registering and criminalizing lawful 
transfers than reducing violent crime.

But that’s just the point. The Brady 
Campaign’s clear goal is to harass law-
abiding gun owners and manufacture 
public shame toward anyone who 
exercises their Second Amendment 
rights. They can try by hook or by crook, 
but the National Rifl e Association won’t 
let them get away with it.

This column fi rst appeared in The Daily Caller.



Two roads diverged in a wood, and I –
I took the one less traveled by, 

And that has made all the difference.
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2014: 
What’s Really At Stake

Hold the Phone!
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Executive Director

Hold the Phone!
very election matters. But in some years, a particular election is made 
more important by the issues debated and the people involved. The 
2014 midterm elections are critical for the future of our freedoms for 

both reasons—and especially because of the man who occupies the White 
House and his view of presidential power.

“I have a pen and I have a phone.”

W ith that statement, Barack Obama threw down a gauntlet that every 
American who values liberty and the rule of law must take up. It has become 
clear that Obama sees few limits to his authority. Where past presidents have 
used the power of the offi  ce cautiously and with respect for the separation 
of powers, Obama has sought to challenge the limits on presidential power, 
whether those limits are set by tradition or by our Constitution.

That reality makes the 2014 elections crucial to protect our liberties from 
being further eroded by the swipe of Obama’s pen. Only by reinforcing the 
Congress, governorships, and the state legislatures with men and women 
who respect our rights and the rule of law can we send a message that the 
American people will not stand by as Obama and his supporters dismantle 
our constitutional system.

Over the next few months, the NRA Institute for Legislative Action will 
provide information on key races around the country—federal, state and 
local. Many of those elections are still in the formative stages and many of the 
candidates have not yet been chosen. But we know the result we need if we 
are going to protect our freedoms for ourselves and for future generations.

In the States
There are 36 gubernatorial elections in 2014. That includes seven open 

seats, four of which have been held by strong Second Amendment allies. It is 
critical that we support those who support our Right to Keep and Bear Arms. 

very election matters. But in some years, a particular election is made 
more important by the issues debated and the people involved. The 
2014 midterm elections are critical for the future of our freedoms for 
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There are also 20 pro-gun incumbents running for 
re-election that need the backing of gun owners across 
the country.  Finally, there are nine anti-gun incum-
bents running to hold onto their seats, and each of 
those races represents an opportunity for gun owners 
to replace them with a pro-gun alternative.

Governors are critical to protecting our rights. NRA-
ILA has had great success in beating back anti-gun leg-
islation in the states and in passing pro-gun laws, but it 
helps greatly to have a friend in the governor’s mansion.

We also need more pro-gun state legislatures. 
Last year, a few states dominated by anti-gun 
legislators passed sweeping restrictions on our 
freedoms. Only by replacing these anti-gun 
legislators will we have a chance to roll back these 
onerous statutes.

Eighty-seven of the 99 state legislative chambers 
are up for election in 2014. It is crucial that gun owners 
become informed about these elections and make sure 
that pro-gun candidates are victorious in November. 

Obama’s Final Election
Barack Obama may not be on the ballot this 

November, but how we vote will define his legacy and 
the fate of our liberties.

NRA members, with the support of millions of 
additional gun owners, were able to stop sweeping 
anti-gun legislation from passing the U.S. Senate in 
2013 by a mere handful of votes. If President Obama 
succeeds in adding just a handful of anti-gun votes, he 
greatly increases the chance that such legislation will 
win passage in the next Congress. 

And there is more at stake than just anti-gun 
legislation.

President Obama is certain to continue his push to 
appoint more extreme anti-gun judges to key positions. 
As we know all too well, the U.S. Supreme Court’s 
landmark Heller and McDonald decisions, affirming our 
fundamental, individual Right to Keep and Bear Arms 
for self-defense, were each decided by only one vote. If 
Obama has an opportunity to replace one of the justices 
who supported our rights, the future of the Second 
Amendment will be in serious jeopardy. 

Throughout the Obama presidency, he has overseen 
a number of abuses of federal power, with little oversight 
from a compliant media. The House of Representatives 
has attempted to hold officials responsible for scandals 
such as Fast and Furious, but without cooperation from 
the Senate, it has had limited success in breaking through 
the stonewalling by administration officials such as 
Attorney General Eric Holder. 

There are 36 Senate seats up in 2014. Of those 
36, 19 are currently held by Second Amendment 
opponents. That means we have many opportunities 
to send new voices to Washington who respect our 
freedoms. Four of those anti-gun senators are retiring, 
providing prime opportunities for gun owners to make 
their voices heard.

In addition, there are 16 seats held by pro-gun 
senators, three of which are retiring. Gun owners need 
to make every effort to return 13 allies to the Senate 
and ensure that the seats of the three retirees remain 
in pro-gun hands. 

Equally critical is the U.S. House of Representatives. At 
this point, most political experts do not foresee a change 
in the political majority in the House, but gun owners 
should not take that for granted. All 435 seats are up and 
even a small shift in favor of our opponents could pose a 
huge threat to our Second Amendment rights.

Over the coming months, we will provide key 
information on all the races that are critical to the 
protection of our Right to Keep and Bear Arms. We will 
also have staff and volunteers working throughout 
the nation to help our members organize and become 
active in key elections.   

Political involvement can range from posting a 
yard sign to working full time on a campaign, and a 
lot in between. Every pro-gun campaign needs help 
to get its message out to the voters. They need help 
registering like-minded voters and getting voters to 
the polls on Election Day or to vote early. Early voting 
has become a big part of our election process, with 
as many as 30 percent of votes being cast in advance 
of Election Day in many states. This means our 
candidates need help earlier in the election process 
than in years past. 

Over the next few months, we will provide 
a roadmap to the key elections and important 
information on how gun owners can be a bigger force 
in this election than ever before. It is our goal to give 
you all the tools and information you need to be as 
effective and energized as possible. That passion can 
make all the difference.

As always, we will be active in thousands of races at 
every level, but our real strength lies in our grassroots 
members. That is why it is so important that gun 
owners make 2014 the election that saved the Second 
Amendment, and not the year we lost our liberties by 
sitting on the sidelines.

Obama has sought to challenge the limits on presidential power, 
whether those limits are set by tradition or by our Constitution.
That reality makes the 2014 elections crucial to protect our liberties 
from being further eroded by the swipe of Obama’s pen. 
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COUPON!

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 9 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

NOBODY BEATS OUR QUALITY, SERVICE AND PRICE!

FACTORY DIRECT SAVINGS
How does Harbor Freight sell great quality 
tools at the lowest prices? We buy direct 
from the same factories who supply the 
expensive brands and pass the savings 
on to you. It’s just that simple!  Come in 
and see for yourself why over 25 million 
satisfi ed customers and leading automotive 
and consumer magazines keep talking 
about our great quality and unbeatable 
prices.  Visit one of our 500 Stores 
Nationwide and use this 20% Off Coupon 
on one of over 7,000 products*, plus pick 
up a Free pair of Split Leather Safety 
Colored Work Gloves, a $4.99 value.
•  We Will Beat Any Competitor’s Price 
      Within 1 Year Of Purchase
•  No Hassle Return Policy
•  100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

QUALITY TOOLS AT RIDICULOUSLY LOW PRICES
HARBOR FREIGHT500 Stores Nationwide LIFETIME WARRANTY

ON ALL HAND TOOLS!

900 PEAK/
800 RUNNING WATTS

2 HP (63 CC)
GAS GENERATOR

LOT NO.  66619
 60338/69381

 $8999 
REG. PRICE $179.99

SAVE 
$90

Item 69381 
shown

NEW!

 LOT NO. 67227 
69567/60566

 27 LED PORTABLE 
WORKLIGHT/FLASHLIGHT 

 $269 REG. 
PRICE 
$5.99

Requires three 
AAA batteries 
(included).

Item 67227 
shown

SAVE 
55%

Item 91006 
shown

 $9999 

1.5 CUBIC FT. 
SOLID STEEL DIGITAL 

FLOOR SAFE
LOT NO. 

91006/61565

REG. PRICE $149 .99 

SAVE 
$50

SAVE 
$145

Item 67421 shown

30",  11 DRAWER 
ROLLER CABINET 

LOT NO. 
67421
61485

 $15499 

INCLUDES:
• 6 Drawer Top Chest
• 2 Drawer Middle Section
• 3 Drawer Roller Cabinet

REG. 
PRICE 

$299 .99 

Item 
68887 
shown

LOT NO. 
 68887/61207 

61849

 90 AMP FLUX 
WIRE WELDER 

REG. PRICE $149.99
 $9999 

• No Gas Required!

SAVE 
$50

WE CARRY 
A FULL LINE OF 
WELDING WIRE

 MOVER'S DOLLY LOT NO. 
 93888 /60497

61899

SAVE 
46%

 $799 
REG. PRICE 

$14.99

• 1000 lb. Capacity

Item  93888  
shown

 2.5 HP, 21 GALLON 
125 PSI VERTICAL 
AIR COMPRESSOR 

LOT NO.  67847 
61454/61693 $14999 

REG. PRICE 
$219 .99 

Item 67847 
shown

SAVE 
$70

"The Perfect Compressor with Powerful, 
Quiet and Consistent Airfl ow...
Plus we Love the Low Price"
– Street Trucks Magazine

LOT NO. 47257/61585

 6" DIGITAL CALIPER 

REG. PRICE 
$29 .99 

 $999 

Includes two 1.5V SR44 
button cell batteries.

Item 47257 
shown

SAVE 
66%

20-60 x 60mm 
SPOTTING SCOPE 

WITH TRIPOD

 $3999 
REG. PRICE $64 .99 

LOT NO. 94555

SAVE 
38%

SUPER
 

COUPON!

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot 

be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original 

purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original 

coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

12,000 LB. ELECTRIC WINCH 
WITH REMOTE CONTROL AND 

AUTOMATIC BRAKE
LOT NO.  68142 /61256/60813/61889

$29999  $39999 
REG. PRICE $499. 99 

SAVE
$200

"Voted the Best Deal in Winching"

– Off-Road Magazine

Item 60813 shown

SUPER
 

COUPON!

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot 

be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original 

purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original 

coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

$5999  $8999 REG. 
PRICE 

$119. 99 

 RAPID PUMP® 

1.5 TON ALUMINUM 
RACING JACK 

 LOT NO. 
68053 
69252

60569/62160

• 3-1/2 Pumps 
Lifts Most 
Vehicles!

• Weighs 27 lbs.

"The Undisputed King of the Garage" 

– Four Wheeler Magazine

SAVE
$60

Item 68053 
shown

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot 

be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original 

purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original 

coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SAVE
$60

 $9999 
$6999

REG. 
PRICE 

$129.99

 500 LB. CAPACITY 
ALUMINUM CARGO CARRIER 

LOT NO. 92655
69688/60771

Item 
92655 
shown

SUPER
 

COUPON!

LIMIT 1 - Save 20% on any one item purchased at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by 
calling 800-423-2567. *Cannot be used with other discount, coupon, gift cards, Inside 
Track Club membership, extended service plans or on any of the following: compressors, 
generators, tool storage or carts, welders, fl oor jacks, Towable Ride-On Trencher (Item 
65162), open box items, in-store event or parking lot sale items. Not valid on prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase date with original receipt. Non-transferable. Original 
coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER COUPON!

ANY SINGLE ITEM!

20%
OFF

LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or prior purchase. Coupon good at 
our stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Offer good while supplies last. 
Shipping & Handling charges may apply if not picked up in-store. Non-transferable. Original 
coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER COUPON!

FREE

WITH ANY 
PURCHASE

AR0514

VALUE
 $499 

SPLIT LEATHER 
SAFETY COLORED 

WORK GLOVES
1 PAIR

ITEM 67440/97115
69455/61458Item 97115 

shown



Experts Agree Harbor Freight WINS in QUALITY and PRICE
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LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot 
be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original 
purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original 
coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 9 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 6 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 6 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 6 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 9 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER
 

COUPON!

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot 

be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original 

purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original 

coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

 $11999 
REG. PRICE 

$199. 99 

SAVE
$120

Item 
98199 
shown

1 0" SLIDING 
COMPOUND 
MITER SAW 

LOT NO. 
98199
61307

$7999

6.5 HP  (212 CC) OHV
HORIZONTAL SHAFT 

GAS ENGINES  

 $9999 
REG. PRICE $249 .99 

LOT NO. 69727 
CALIFORNIA ONLY

LOT NO.   69730
68120/60363  

Item 
69727 
shown

SAVE 
$150

Item 
69644 
shown

 36 LED SOLAR 
SECURITY LIGHT 

LOT NO.   69644
69890/60498/98085

 $1999 
REG. PRICE $29 .99 

Includes 3.2V, 600 mAh 
Li-ion battery pack.

SAVE 
33%

1/2" ELECTRIC 
IMPACT WRENCH

LOT NO. 
68099/45252
69606/61173

REG. 
PRICE 

$69 .99  $3799 

Item 68099 
shown

SAVE 
45%

SAVE 
60%  $999 REG. 

PRICE 
$24 .99 

LOT NO. 5889/61637

 29 PIECE TITANIUM 
NITRIDE COATED 

DRILL BIT SET 

Item 5889 shown

 $7999 REG. 
PRICE 

$129 .99 

 1500 PSI 
PRESSURE 

WASHER 
LOT NO.  68333 /69488

Item 
68333 
shown

SAVE 
$50

 7 FT. 4" x 9 FT. 6" 
ALL PURPOSE WEATHER 

RESISTANT TARP 
LOT NO. 877/69137
69249/69129/69121

REG. PRICE $8 .99 
 $299 
Item 877 shown

SAVE 
66%

Item 60625 
shown

REG. PRICE $19.99
 $999 

LOT NO.  95578
69645 /60625

 4-1/2" ANGLE GRINDER  

SAVE 
50%

SAVE 
60%

 3 TON HEAVY DUTY 
JACK STANDS 

LOT NO. 38846
69597/61196

 $1799 REG. 
PRICE 

$44 .99 

Item  38846  
shown

SAVE 
55%

4 PIECE 1" x 15 FT. 
RATCHETING TIE DOWN SET

LOT NO. 90984/60405/61524

 $799 
REG. PRICE $17 .99 

Item 90984 
shown

SAVE 
40%

 $1199 
LOT NO.  96645 

 18 PIECE T-HANDLE 
BALL POINT AND HEX 

KEY WRENCH SET 

REG. 
PRICE 

$19.99

"Strong, Comfortable and an Impressive Value" 
– Truckin' Magazine

SAVE 
37%

HEAVY DUTY RETRACTABLE 
AIR HOSE REEL WITH

3/8" x 25 FT. HOSE
LOT NO.  69234/46104/69266 

 $4399 REG. 
PRICE 

$69 .99 

Item 
69234 
shown

 1500 WATT DUAL 
TEMPERATURE 

HEAT GUN 
(572°/1112°) 

 $799 REG. 
PRICE 

$25 .99 

LOT NO. 
96289

SAVE 
69%

 $6499 
REG. PRICE $99 .99 

 COLOR SECURITY SYSTEM WITH 
TWO CAMERAS AND 

FLAT PANEL MONITOR 
LOT NO. 

 60565 NEW!
SAVE 
$35

Item 
43768 
 shown 

 $199 

INDUSTRIAL
EAR MUFFS

REG. PRICE $4 .99 

LOT NO. 43768
60792/61372

SAVE 
60%

SUPER
 

COUPON!

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot 

be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original 

purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original 

coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

 $7499 
REG. PRICE 

$99. 99 

SAVE
$45

$5499
LOT NO. 

 90428
61161 

Item 90428   shown

350 LB. CAPACITY 
SERVICE CART WITH 

LOCKING DRAWER

SUPER
 

COUPON!

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot 

be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original 

purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original 

coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

REG. PRICE 
$79.99

$2999
SAVE
62%

12 VOLT, 10/2/50 AMP
 BATTERY CHARGER/

ENGINE STARTER 

Item 
60653 
shown

LOT NO. 66783/60581/60653

 $4999 

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot 

be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original 

purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original 

coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

 $6999 
REG. PRICE 

$99. 99 

 2 PIECE STEEL 
LOADING RAMPS 

LOT NO. 60397

$4999
SUPER

 

COUPON!

SAVE
$50

• 1000 lb. Capacity

If You Buy Tools Anywhere Else, 
You're Throwing Your Money Away



CORRESPONDENCE   READERS WRITE

“Readers Write” affords members an opportunity to comment on material published in 
American Rifleman. Single-topic letters are preferred and may be edited for brevity. Send letters 
to: Readers Write, NRA Publications, 11250 Waples Mill Road, Fairfax, VA 22030-9400 or e-mail us at 
publications@nrahq.org.

Erroneous Enfield
I read with much interest the “I Have This Old Gun” article (March 2014,  

p. 116) about the En�eld No. 2 Mk 1 Revolver. I happen to own an 
unmodi�ed En�eld No. 2 Mk I, and I found the writeup by Garry James 

to be interesting. However, I noticed some inconsistencies.
In the data listed directly beneath the picture, the gun is identi�ed as a 

No. 2 Mk I whereas the photograph is clearly of a No. 2 Mk 1*. The asterisk 
stamped on the frame means the revolver was modi�ed by removing the 
hammer spur, and the hammer spur is missing. Also the data list states that 
the gun was manufactured in 1933, while the frame is stamped 1937.

In the concluding paragraph, the author states that the En�eld seen in the 
article “escaped modi�cation and is still in the No. 2 Mk 1 con�guration.” 
It is not. The author also values the En�eld at $1,250 but the implication is 
that the value is that of an unmodi�ed gun. My question is this: Is the author 
ascribing the $1,250 value to the No. 2 Mk 1 (unmodi�ed) or the No. 2 Mk 1* 
(modi�ed) as pictured?

JOE BOGDEN, TENNESSEE

While the information concerning the En�eld No. 2 Mk I revolver was 
correct, we inadvertently used a photograph of an En�eld No. 2 Mk I*, not 
the gun described in the speci�cations and the article. Below is a photo-
graph of the correct revolver, which would be worth the $1,250 noted. Value 
on the depicted No. 2 Mk I* would be considerably less than an unaltered 
model, somewhere in the $475 range. We apologize for any confusion our 
oversight may have caused.

—THE EDS

Enfield No. 2 Mk I 
.38/200 Revolver

Enfield No. 2 Mk I* 
.38/200 Revolver



THE WORLD CAN BE A DANGEROUS PLACE. EQUIP ACCORDINGLY. 
TO RECEIVE A FREE 2014 CATALOG AND TRAINING DVD, “THE LASER’S EDGE”, CALL 

1-800-442-2406 OR VISIT CRIMSONTRACE.COM. 
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Electronic Disconnect
In our February 2000 issue Technical Editor Michael 
E. Bussard wrote: “[T]he EtronX system might have a 
bright future for handgun and shotgun applications.” 
It was discontinued three years later. For more on the 
EtronX and other fi rearm failures, turn to p. 70.



The Master Carry series of .45 ACP pistols combine Kimber® performance and 

important concealed-carry features into an extraordinary package. Tactical Wedge 

night sights, Round Heel Frame with serrated mainspring housing and Crimson 

Trace® Master Series™ Lasergrips™ are standard. Master Carry slides are machined 

from stainless steel and wear a KimPro® II finish for additional resistance to 

moisture and salt. Barrels are also machined from stainless steel to critical match 

grade dimensions for unequaled Kimber accuracy. One of the Master Carry models 

is certain to meet any need. Visit a Kimber Master Dealer and see for yourself.

©2013, Kimber Mfg., Inc. All rights reserved. Information and speci� cations are for reference only and subject to change without notice.

kimberamerica.com
        (888) 243-4522

T H E  C H O I C E  O F  A M E R I C A ’ S  B E S T

Crimson Trace Master Series Lasergrips 
project a bright red dot that speeds aiming 
in any light. Cut from tough G-10, their 
aggressive surface ensures a positive grip.

The Master Carry™ Ultra .45 ACP has a 
short grip, 3-inch bull barrel and weighs 
just 25 ounces. It is ideal for all-day-
every-day concealed carry.

The Master Carry™ Custom .45 ACP is a 
full-size 1911 with a stainless steel slide 
and frame. Weighing 38 ounces, it is a 
great choice for carry or home defense.

Kimber o� ers nearly 200 purpose-built pistols and ri� es to meet any need.

Unequaled Quality. Unmatched Performance.Unequaled Quality. Unmatched Performance.
Kimber Master Carry Pistols.

The new Master Carry™ Pro .45 ACP weighs just 28 ounces. A Round Heel 
Frame ensures comfortable carry. Important features include night sights 
and a stainless steel match grade barrel.



In Memory: Richard “Dick” Cabela
On Feb. 17, Richard “Dick” 

Cabela, founder of the retail 
and catalog sporting goods 

giant Cabela’s, Inc., died at the age 
of 77 at his home in Sidney, Neb.

The humble beginnings of the 
Cabela’s we know today started 
around a kitchen table in 1961 with 
$45 worth of �shing �ies purchased 
at a furniture expo in Chicago and 
a small advertisement in a local 
paper offering 12 hand-tied �ies for 
$1. Though his �rst effort generated 
only one response, after placing a 
different ad in a national magazine, 
Sports A�eld, and offering an intro-
ductory �ve �ies for free, the orders 
began to surge. In true Cabela’s 
fashion, included with each pur-
chase was a catalog of other prod-
ucts the outdoor consumer would 
�nd he couldn’t live without. 

The business continued to grow, 

forcing Dick and his wife Mary to 
move operations, eventually �nding 
a permanent home in Sidney, Neb. 
Dick’s brother Jim joined the bur-
geoning business in 1963 and since 
then Cabela’s has grown from a 
single mail-order catalog entity to a 
industry leader with 50 stores across 
the United States and Canada, as 
well as a �ourishing online retail 
sales outlet. The Cabela’s model for 
in-store retail sales, one that com-
bines the shopping experience with 
amazing wildlife taxidermy, breath-
taking museum-quality exhibits and 
educational opportunities, has since 
transformed a simple trip to the 
sporting goods store into a destina-
tion adventure all its own.  

As you might have guessed, Dick 
Cabela was an ardent supporter 
of the NRA, a vocal supporter of 
the Second Amendment, a hunter, 

and a staunch proponent of wildlife 
conservation. As the recipient of 
numerous awards and recognitions 
through the years, including the 
2001 C.J. McElroy award from Safari 
Club Int’l and the 2008 Golden 
Bullseye Pioneer Award from NRA 
Publications, Dick Cabela spent a 
lifetime guiding his namesake to 
truly become “the world’s foremost 
out�tter.” The Cabela’s brand and 
the products sold under that name 
have become synonymous with 
hunting, �shing and the outdoors.

Dick Cabela is survived by his 
wife, Mary, two sisters, three broth-
ers, nine children and their families. 

RANDOM SHOTS



WEAREWEATHERBY.COM

ENDURANCETESTED
FIELD
PROVEN

WE ARE
SAFE AT HOME.
WILLIE BLOOMQUIST – Professional Baseball Player with his PA-08™ TR.



Alabama Welcomes Remington Expansion

After months of being courted 
by nearly half the states in 
the Union, America’s oldest 

� rearm maker has announced plans 
for a major expansion in Alabama. 
Remington will set up shop in a 500,000-sq.-ft. manufacturing facil-
ity just outside of Huntsville, an area already known for skilled labor 
and high-tech manufacturing. While the new facility will not replace 
Remington’s historic plant in Ilion, N.Y., it will expand the company’s 
production capacity and house additional research and develop-
ment facilities. The expansion is expected to create 2,000 jobs 
within the next 10 years and underscores the undeniable trend that 
� rearm manufacturers are leaving the Northeast—citing unfriendly 
economic and political climates—choosing instead to invest their 
millions in the greener pastures of the American South. While New 
York politicians assail the Second Amendment and attempt to outlaw 
the very products Remington creates, it should come as no surprise 
that the historic � rearm maker would choose Alabama as the site for 
this major investment. The state’s motto, after all, is “We dare defend 
our rights.” remington.com

RANDOM SHOTS

CRIMSON TRACE 
has introduced its 
LG-494 Laserguard 
for the Remington 
R51 semi-automatic 
pistol. Units will be 
available as a 
pre-installed package with the 
fi rearm and sold separately. 
crimsontrace.com

Bringing the appearance and handling 
of modern sporting rifl es to the airgun 
market, WINCHESTER AIR RIFLES 
has introduced the semi-automatic 
MP4 air rifl e. winchesterairrifl es.com

RAPID FIRE

All � rearms purchased from GalleryofGuns.com are covered by                                                the Davidson’s GuaranteeD® Lifetime Replacement Warranty.

Special Edition

EXCLUSIVEEXCLUSIVE

Special NRA Serial Numbers

0CVWTCN�)GCT�%COQWƀ�CIG

5RGEKCN�04#�������$CEMRCEM�5V[NG�$CI�

6YQ�/CIC\KPGU�+PENWFGF�

1 - 10 Round & 1 - 1 Round for Training

+VGO��11153���%CNKDGT��22LR

5KIJVU��Front: Red Fiber Optic

Rear: Adjustable Green Fiber Optic

$CTTGN�.GPIVJ��18.5” 

Support NRA Institute for Legislative Action (ILA)! NRA-ILA will Receive $20 for Each Rifle Sold!

Get an Instant Quote on the NRA Ruger 10/22 Exclusively at www.galleryofguns.com

NEW!

10/22 TAKE
DOWN



Introducing New Elite Performance Ammunition from SIG SAUER ®.  

From the standard bearer in high performance fi rearms comes a 
new standard in personal defense ammunition giving you optimal 
performance, round after round. 

THE MOST ELITE NAME IN FIREARMS 
IS THE NEWEST NAME IN AMMUNITION.

Find us:

The SIG V-Crown stacked hollow point design provides 
a smaller, additional hollow point cavity behind the main 
cavity. This design, along with V-shaped jacket skives 
and scores provides controlled, uniform expansion at 
all effective distances and velocities.

SIG V-Crown™ Jacketed Hollow Point

RELIABILITY, 
ACCURACY, 
PERFORMANCE.
WOULD YOU EXPECT 
ANYTHING LESS?

sigsauer.com



Brownells Bolsters 3-Gun Championship 
Brownells, a company whose 

name is synonymous with 
� rearm accessories and gun-

smithing supplies, has become the 
title sponsor of the Rockcastle Pro/
Am 3-Gun Championship. This year, 
Brownells Rockcastle Pro/Am 3-Gun 
Championship will be held August 
22-24, at the Rockcastle Shooting 
Center in Park City, Ky., and will 
feature competitors from the United 
States, Canada, United Kingdom, 
Australia and Brazil. 

 “We are pleased to be part of the 
Pro/Am 3-Gun Championship again 
at Rockcastle,” said Pete Brownell, 
CEO of Brownells and NRA Second 
Vice President. “It’s a great facility 
for multi-gun events. The terrain and 
obstacles are always challenging, 

the stage designs put your skills to 
the test, and the RO’s run a safe and 
fun match.” 

The Brownells Rockcastle Pro/Am 
3-Gun Championship is the � nale 
to a 10-day celebration of freedom 
and the shooting sports, dubbed 
the “Rockcastle Thunder Games.” 
The Thunder Games begin with the 
3-Gun Nation Midwest Regional, 
followed by a two-day, eight-stage 
Rim� re 2-Gun match. The lead up 
to the Brownells Rockcastle Pro/Am 
3-Gun Championship will include a 
build-your-own AR workshop, 3-Gun 
training classes and manufacturer 
demonstration ranges. Throughout 
the 2,000-acre shooting center, 
attendees can visit an extensive 
vendor row, listen and dance to live 

music and 
participate in 
shooting activi-
ties geared for kids, 
women and new shooters, 
which will be open to the public 
and to competitors. For more 
information, visit brownells.com 
and rockcastleshootingcenter.com.

RANDOM SHOTS

PMC AMMUNITION’S 12-ga., 
2¾" reduced-recoil Silver Line 
One-Shot Low Velocity Buckshot 
features nine lead 
pellets of 00 Buck 
at 1200 f.p.s. 
pmcammo.com 

One-Shot Low Velocity Buckshot 
features nine lead 
pellets of 00 Buck 

pmcammo.com 

RAPID FIRE

FR
EE
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The REC7 GEN II continues Barrett’s philosophy of designing the most rugged, reliable 
and powerful fi rearms. Created with passion and skill by the family that’s been building 
a legacy in forward-thinking fi rearms design for decades. When you o� er the world’s 
strongest gas piston system in both 5.56 NATO and 6.8 SPC calibers, there really isn’t 
much more you need to say. Visit Barrett.net for a closer look.

6.8 SPC
5.56 NATO
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PRODUCT PREVIEWS

Editor’s Choice
Herter’s Select Defense 
Multi-Defense Shotshells

Herter’s Italian-made Select 
Defense Multi-Defense 
12-ga., 2¾" shotshells offer 

the seldom-seen “buck-and-ball” 
approach to personal-protection 
ammunition. Featuring a single 
lead-alloy, .65-cal. round ball nested 
atop six lead-alloy No.1 Buck pel-
lets, all of which are contained 
within a plastic shot cup with full-
length slits, the non-buffered load 
has a muzzle velocity of 1300 f.p.s. 
The clear hull’s six-point crimp, 
while effective for holding the 
round ball in place, is not sealed, 
so it could allow the ingress of 
moisture and debris in certain 

environments; under “normal” 
circumstances, though, I cannot 
imagine the con�guration posing a 
problem. Fired from the improved-
cylinder-choked 28" barrel of a 
Stoeger M2000, at 10 yds. all of 
the projectiles impacted slightly 
low and into a 27⁄8"-wide cluster. 
At 25 yds., the 0.65"-diameter ball 
hit 3" low and 15⁄8" right, and the 
entire pattern—including the ball 
and four buckshot—measured 71⁄8" 
wide. Moving back to 40 yds., the 

ball impacted 1½" low and 3/4" 
left of the point of aim, while a 
single No. 1 buck hit virtually dead 
center, but about 4" high. Given 
this load’s performance, not only 
would it excel for home protec-
tion but, where legal, it would do 
well for hunting whitetail deer and 
feral hogs. Boxes of 10 are priced 
at $11. Contact: Cabela’s (Dept. AR), 
One Cabela Drive, Sidney, NE 69160; 
(800) 237-4444; cabelas.com.

—AARON CARTER, MANAGING EDITOR

Now available in 50 mm.

See a ZEISS authorized dealer for details.
TERRA rifl escopes combine German design with the performance features you’ve come 

to expect from ZEISS. In addition to best-in-class image quality and clarity, comfortable 

ergonomics and robust construction, the four new 50 mm models increase light 

transmission and your hunting day. Your adventure begins at www.zeiss.com/sports.

facebook.com/CarlZeissHuntingUS

4 NEW MODELS 
3-9x50 (PLEX AND RZ6)

4-12x50 (PLEX AND RZ8)



Nestled in the foothills of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains, 

the NRA Whittington Center is America’s 

premier outdoor recreation destination, offering 
state-of-the-art shooting ranges and fun for the entire family!  

NRA Whittington Center is a 501(c)(3) non profi t organization operating solely on donations 
and range and program fees. See our website to become a Whittington visitor and supporter. 

Shoot    Hunt    Hike 
Bike    Ride    Escape

www.nrawc.org        800-494-4853

Come experience the magic 
of the Old Santa Fe Trail.



PRODUCT PREVIEWS

NRA-Edition Ruger 10/22 Takedown

Davidson’s, Inc., one of the nation’s largest 
�rearm wholesalers, has partnered with Ruger 
to offer an exclusive NRA-edition Ruger 10/22 

Takedown ri�e. Designed by Davidson’s, the ri�e 
features the NRA logo in block letters on the bolt 
face, Natural Gear camou�age �nish and unique NRA 
serial numbers—NRA2XXXX. The ri�e comes with 
a compact brown Cordura carry case with internal 
pouches designed to hold the broken-down ri�e, 
and two capacious front pockets for ammunition or 
accessories; the NRA logo is embroidered on the top 
pocket and black, molle-style webbing is stitched 
into the bottom. The ri�e features HiViz front 

and rear sights and a Weaver-style scope base 
adapter. For each ri�e sold, both Davidson’s and 
Ruger will contribute $10 to the NRA Institute 
for Legislative Action (ILA). This ri�e is available 
exclusively at Davidson’s dealers nationwide 
and galleryofguns.com. Price: $475. Contact: 
GalleryOfGuns.com (Dept. AR), 2625 Stearman 
Road, Prescott, AZ 86301; (800) 537-2565;  
galleryofguns.com.

Manticore Arms 
Tavor Safety Levers

T he Lever, Upgraded 
Metal Ambidextrous 
(LUMA) from 

Manticore Arms is a drop-in 
replacement for the single-
side polymer lever and 
indicator that come from the 
factory on IWI US Tavor SAR 
bullpup ri�es. Available in 
two thicknesses, medium 
and slim, LUMAs can be 
installed on either or both 
sides of the ri�e. The U.S.-made levers are machined 
from 6061-T6 aluminum with a black anodized �nish and 
are easy to install on the dovetailed ends of the Tavor’s 
factory safety spindle using a small pin punch or paper 
clip. Price: $35. Contact: Manticore Arms, Inc. (Dept. AR), 
902 S. Randall Road, Suite C, No. 318, St. Charles, IL 60174; 
(630) 715-0334; manticorearms.com.

TA C T I C A L
R E C O R DI N G
A N D C A P T U R E
E Q U IP M E N TTRACE

NEVER LEAVE
WITHOUT A
TRACE.

HOME JOB SITE STORE DOCK

Whether it’s professional equipment or personal property, the more valuable it is, 

the more attention it will attract. Don’t let your absence put your assets at risk. 

Always be present with a Trace Surveillance Camera.

OAKMOUNTAINOUTFITTERS.COMCABELAS.COMACADEMY.COMAMAZON.COMAVAILABLE AT



GunBroker.com 
iPhone App

An auction 
website 
designed to 

facilitate the sale of 
� rearms, ammuni-
tion and related gear, 
GunBroker.com 
has announced the 
release of an of� cial mobile app for 
the iPhone. The iOS app joins the 
current suite of mobile platforms for 
GunBroker.com, which includes an 
Android app and a mobile website. 
The app allows users to receive cus-
tomized push noti� cations, access 
search tools, bid on active auctions 
and locate local FFLs from anywhere 
appropriate cellular service is avail-
able. gunbroker.com/onthego

Federal Premium’s 
Online Ballistics 
Calculator

Federal Premium has 
launched a versatile online 
ballistics calculator at 

federalpremium.com. The tool 
allows users to quickly deter-
mine trajectories for any Federal 
Premium ri� e or handgun load 
by entering data such as temperature, elevation, wind speed, 
sight height and zero range. Projected wind drift, vertical drop, 
velocity and energy can be calculated out to 2,000 yds. and 
results are displayed in inches, centimeters, m.o.a. or Mils, 
depending on preference. Users can create a pro� le and save 
an unlimited number of loads for future reference, making it 
easy to gather, record and print information. The tool is ideal 
for accuracy enthusiasts, competitors, hunters and recreational 
shooters alike, and is accessible on computers as well as 
mobile devices. federalpremium.com

ON SCREEN

tion and related gear, 

It’s my choice. 
It’s my right. 
It’s my Taurus.

TM

TM

Brittney L.            Decatur, GA

738 FS

CarryOnMovement.com/TaurusUSA @taurususa



Hodgdon Updates Data Center

For handloaders, it’s prudent to use only data from 
reputable sources. Most propellant and bul-
let manufacturers offer proven recipes in their 

pamphlets and manuals and, more recently, online. 
Concerning the latter, among the most useful websites 
to consult is hodgdonreloading.com, and it was just 
made better. The new Reloading Data Center (RDC) 
has a much-improved—and intuitive—format, and 
it has an improved interface for smartphones and 
tablets. In addition to reloading recipes for ri� e and 
pistol cartridges, and shotshells, there are also extras, 
such as basic reloading information, tips and tricks, 
a shotgun wad substitution chart, and a “Frequently Asked 
Questions” section. As for recipes, most common cartridges 
are covered, as well as those less frequently encountered and 
some wildcats, too; however, not every chambering is there. 
For example, when searching for .450-400 Nitro Express 3" 
loads, the category didn’t exist, though, to be fair, there is 
little published loading data for that cartridge anywhere. 
Still, the improved website is user-friendly and a valuable 
resource for handloading enthusiasts. hodgdonreloading.com

ON SCREEN
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Gun Digest Book Of Ruger Revolvers: The Definitive History

As he explores the signi�-
cant contributions made 
by Sturm, Ruger & Co., Inc., 

to a realm of handgunnery that 
combines modern engineering 
technology, specialized hunting 
skills and cultural arms heritage, 
author Max Prasac contagiously 
conveys his enthusiasm for revolver 
shooting to believers and begin-
ners alike in the GunDigest Book Of 
Ruger Revolvers.

Beginning with Ruger’s origi-
nal wheelgun offering, the rim�re 
Single-Six, the author explores the 
development of the company’s 
center-�re single-actions—the 
Blackhawk, Super Blackhawk and 
Convertibles—along with the Old 
Army blackpowder revolver, the 
early double-actions such as the 
Security-Six, Service-Six and Speed-
Six and the later double-actions such 

as the Redhawk, Super 
Redhawk, GP-100 and 
SP-101. Along the way 
he shares photographs 
of rare prototypes and 
factory processes, the 
latter as they occur 
today at Ruger’s Pine 
Tree investment cast-
ing operation where 
the guns’ frames and 
other components 
are poured into shape from molten 
metal. Useful asides, such as the 
single-action grip frame comparison 
table and background on cartridge 
standouts—the .357 Maximum, .44 
Rem. Mag., .45 Colt, .454 Casull and 
the recently revived .480 Ruger—
lend the work tremendous value as a 
bookshelf resource.  

While it is dif�cult for any work 
to be completely “de�nitive” as the 

book’s subtitle suggests, 
the Gun Digest Book Of 
Ruger Revolvers none-
theless has much to offer 
and should satisfy the 
legions of Ruger revolver 
fans. The book’s 254-pp., 
8½"x11" hardbound for-
mat includes generous 
use of color photogra-
phy, making it a welcome 
addition to the coffee 

table or to the bookshelf of anyone 
who appreciates either revolvers 
in general or the unique approach 
to their manufacture by one of the 
�rearm industry’s giants. Price: $24. 
Contact: F+W Media, Inc., Krause 
Publications (Dept. AR), 700 E. State 
St., Iola, WI 54990; (855) 840-5120;  
gundigeststore.com.

—Brian C. Sheetz, 
Senior Executive Editor

BOOKS IN BRIEF
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Ultra-Light Binocular Harness
Veteran hunter Rick Young developed his Ultra-Light 

Bino Harness to reduce the bulk—pack straps, a 
ri� e sling and other gear—that inevitably builds 

up around a hunter’s neck and upper body, and to 
eliminate the wind vibration that can accompany 
“bra”-style harnesses made with � at straps. In 
addition, the harness adjusts quickly at single 
point rather than the typical four. Its small-
gauge elastic shock cord and unique adjust-
able lock make it easy to wear in the con-
ventional fashion, as an adjustable neck 
strap, bandolier style across the chest 
or side saddle utilizing one shoulder 
to pull the optic into the hip. The har-
ness easily stretches outward for view-
ing, which helps stabilize the optic, and 
quick-release � ttings allow it to be removed 
rapidly. Price: $20. Contact: Rick Young Outdoors 
(Dept. AR), 11101 S.E. 362nd Ave., Boring, OR 97009; 
(503) 663-3114; rickyoungoutdoors.com.

WHERE CAN I GET ... ?

RIGID POLYMER, QUICK-ATTACH 
BRASS CATCHERS FOR MANY 
.223 REM. AND .308 WIN. 
SEMI-AUTOMATIC RIFLES
E&L MFG., INC. (DEPT. AR) 
4177 RIDDLE BY-PASS ROAD 
RIDDLE, OR 97469 
(541) 874-2137 
ELMFG.COM

MUZZLE-THREADING SERVICE 
FOR RIFLES AND PISTOLS
JP GRIPS & MACHINE (DEPT. AR) 
23 N. 7TH AVE. N.E. 
PELICAN RAPIDS, MN 56572
(218) 329-2187
JPGRIPS.COM

Celebrating the 
75th anniversary of its center-
fi re rifl e Core-Lokt ammunition, 
REMINGTON ARMS is 
commemorating the event with 
new packaging. remington.com

RAPID FIRE





SECOND SHOTS

Whether for hunting 
or home security, 
BUSHNELL has the 
new Trophy Cam HD 
Wireless, which sends 
images directly to 
your phone, tablet or 
computer. 
bushnell.com

The U.S. Army 
has awarded 
BLACKHAWK a 
$24 million contract, 
joining the U.S. 
Marine Corps and 
the German Army in 
making SERPA its 
service holster of 
choice. 
blackhawk.com

The Heckler & Koch G11
BY CHARLES R. FAGG

It is sometimes supposed that the 
adoption of a new and satisfactory 
military rifl e such as the U.S. M16 or 

the German G3 signals an indefi nite ces-
sation of efforts to develop a replacement.

That is not the case. 
[A]dvancements of the general tech-

nology lead to constant re-examination 
of promising weapons concepts previ-
ously abandoned. Two such concepts 
are caseless ammunition for rapid-
fire guns, which has its roots in the 
muzzleloading era, and the delivery 
of multiple projectiles to improve hit 
probability on fleeting targets, a con-
cept as old as shotguns.

[May 1989]

BUILT ONE AT A TIME. 
PROVEN EVERY 

ROUND.
The Colt story is legendary, beginning with Samuel Colt’s revolutionary 
1836 designs. For a century and a half, one thing that hasn’t changed 
is the unwavering commitment to quality and dependability that can 
still be seen in every firearm we produce. But the most important 
stories belong to the men and women who have owned and relied on 
Colt through the decades. Make your story include a Colt.

COLT.COM      800.962.COLT              FACEBOOK.COM/COLTFIREARMS              @COLTFIREARMS

RAPID FIRE

4.73 X 33 MM 
CASELESS 
CARTRIDGE



AMERICAN RIFLEMAN TELEVISION

So Who Is J.D. Jones, Anyway?

You may have never heard of J.D. Jones, but he has had a huge impact 
on the � rearm industry. Remember the .300 Whisper? That was him. 
Managing Editor Aaron Carter catches up with Jones and gets to 

spend some time with him on the range. Optics on a defensive handgun? It’s 
a coming trend, one represented by the Smith & Wesson M&P C.O.R.E. pistol, 
which comes ready for a red-dot, right out of the box. Check your local 
listings for air times, and tune in Wednesday nights on the Outdoor Channel.

Wednesday, April 30 
Feature. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .Going Big ... And Quiet: J.D. Jones
Rifl eman Review .. .. .. .. .. . Smith & Wesson M&P C.O.R.E. 9 mm Luger Pistol
I Have This Old Gun  .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..Winchester Model 24 Shotgun 

Wednesday, May 7
Feature. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 1914: Guns Of August, Part I
Rifl eman Review .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. Ruger American Rimfi re .22 Long Rifl e
I Have This Old Gun  .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. M1A1 Thompson Submachine Gun

Wednesday, May 14
Feature. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 1914: Guns Of August, Part II
Rifl eman Review .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..Ruger Red Label Shotgun
I Have This Old Gun  .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .Chinese Type 56 (AK)

Wednesday, May 21
Feature. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..  NRA National Defense Match
Rifl eman Review .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. Walther PPQ 9 mm Luger Pistol

     I Have This Old Gun .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. Ruger AC556 

IWI US, Inc.

info@iwi.us
www.iwi .us

Winner of the 2014 
American Rifl eman  Rifl e of the Year

Balance of Power
Compact, Comfortable, Accurate.

The Tavor® SAR was developed in close cooperation 
with the Israel Defense Forces. Now available in the USA for the fi rst time, 
the TAVOR SAR features an optimized ergonomic design with short rifl e 

convenience and long rifl e accuracy. 

Balance the Power in your hands today!
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The Barn-Find Singer
My favorite �rearm is an 

American classic, the 
M1911 pistol, and this one 

has an interesting story. It begins 
in 1918, a momentous year for 
America and its military. In April 
1917, Congress had declared war 
on Germany and the Central pow-
ers, leaving the Colt factory, and 
other arms makers, the herculean 
task of arming American recruits 
as quickly as possible. Colt 
Military Government Model 1911, 
serial number 442502, was a  
product of that effort and was 
shipped to the Ordnance Dept. at 
Bush Terminal, Brooklyn, N.Y., on 
Sept. 6, 1918. The pistol receiver 
bears the “H” proof mark of Francis 
(Frank) L. Hosmer, Assistant 
Inspector at Colt.

At the end of hostilities, military 
stores of pistols were warehoused 
in regional arsenals until the 
Second World War again created 
an immense demand for military 
sidearms. Many stockpiled pistols 
were re-issued and served in the 
defense of our Nation. At the end of 
World War II, military pistols were 
once again collected and stored. 

In the mid-1950s the Ordnance 
Dept. began an extensive pro-
gram for reconditioning small 
arms. Rock Island Arsenal in 
Rock Island, Ill., was designated 
as one of the overhaul facilities, 
and pistols were sent there to be 
re-Parkerized and to have dam-
aged parts replaced. Due to the 
volume and the interchangeability 
of parts, no effort was made by the 

arsenal to match original slides 
with original receivers. Colt serial 
number 442502 was one of the 
thousands of M1911s renewed in 
this manner. During the process, 
its World War I Colt receiver was 
mated with a Singer Mfg. Co. slide. 
The receiver still has most of its 
original components, though the 
stocks are of World War II-era Colt 
manufacture, and the proofed bar-
rel is post-war Colt. Interestingly, 
all components are Parkerized 
and are in excellent mechanical 

NRA Member Photos

© 2014 Winchester Ammunition
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THE NEW R5I SUBCOMPACT

Point instinctively. Recover instantly. 
It’s shootability de� ned and the ultimate in personal defense 

preparation – for when it matters most. #LiveReady

The industry’s lowest 
pistol bore axis for dramatically less 

muzzle � ip and faster follow-ups

Smooth, rounded edges for easy 
concealment and fast deployment

Chambered in 9mm +P REMINGTON.COM
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Nearly every shooter has a favorite firearm. If 
you would like to share the experience of owning 
yours with other American Rifleman readers, 
or on americanrifleman.org, send a sharp color 
photograph of the gun, accompanied by its story 
in fewer than 400 words, with your name, ad-
dress and daytime telephone number to: Favorite 
Firearms, American Rifleman, National Rifle 
Association, 11250 Waples Mill Road, Fairfax, VA 
22030-9400. Photos and submissions cannot be 
returned and may be edited for clarity and brevity.  
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condition. Pistols overhauled at 
Rock Island were stamped over 
with the letters “RIA” for Rock 
Island Arsenal and “FK” for arse-
nal inspector Frank Krack. After 
refurbishing, this pistol was placed 
in a storage box with nine others 
and, at some point, sold as surplus. 

The trail goes cold for Colt 
442502 until, in July 2004, the fam-
ily of a deceased gun collector 
contacted a local San Francisco 
Bay-area gun dealer, asking him 
to come and inventory their col-
lection for sale. In the family barn, 
locked away in several safes, the 
dealer discovered two boxes. One 
contained hundreds of military 
M1911 parts needed for refurbish-
ing pistols. In the second were 
10 M1911s, among them serial 
number 442502. It is unknown how 
many arsenal overhauls may have 
mated Singer parts to Colts, or 
vice versa. But I think it is �tting 
tribute that this military pistol, 
which served faithfully during two 
of America’s greatest wars, should 
be uncovered and treasured by 
succeeding generations. 

—SAM BERNSTEIN, CALIFORNIA

The author acknowledges with 
thanks the assistance from the Colt 
Archival Historian and Ron Kennedy 
of Canyon Sports of Martinez, Calif. 

FAVORITE FIREARMS
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14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. ZER195-01
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 
www.stauer.com

Rating of A+

Smart Luxuries—Surprising Prices™

Rare African Emerald Find
Shocks Colombian Cartel
U.S. jeweler seizes more than 10,000 carats and makes history by releasing 
the One-Carat Pride of Zambia Emerald Ring for UNDER $100! 

LUSAKA, ZAMBIA - A recent find of high quality emeralds in this African republic has
thrown the luxury gem world into tumult. For hundreds of years, Colombians have 
controlled the high-end emerald market and sent prices soaring to over $15,000 per carat
for top graded stones. But the history-making discovery of Zambian emeralds has 
revealed a green gemstone with mesmerizing clarity that simply changes everything.
�is important find led Stauer, a major gem dealer and importer, to bid on over
10,000 carats. Stauer designed a classic 1-ctw ring for people who love the 
gem but don’t love outrageously priced luxury. Because of their timely buy, Stauer
is releasing this exclusive, natural emerald ring—aka “�e Pride of Zambia”—
to the public for under $100!
Discover a Different Kind of Emerald
“For the price, these natural gemstones were the most magnificent 
emeralds that I’ve seen in 30 years,” said Michael Bisceglia at Stauer.
“�e value of Colombian stones can’t compare.”
Industry experts back him up. Lab tests prove that Zambian 
emeralds are less porous and brittle than their Colombian 
brothers. And gem cutters have found Zambians so brilliant
that they lend themselves more to high-luster cuts than 
traditional emerald designs.
Unfortunately, the window on this exciting emerald 
opportunity is closing fast. Not long after Stauer acquired
their cache, a recent auction saw Zambian emerald prices
hit a new record high. �e time to act on this great gem
value is now, before it’s too late. Please call our U.S.-based
client service team at 1-888-277-8375 or visit us online at
www.stauer.com.
Emerald Is THE Gem of 2014
�e rise of emeralds is more than just a passing trend. An 
article in the Financial Times of London from June of this year
pointed to the reason. In  “Emeralds: Shades of Green Start to
Outshine Diamonds,” the newspaper reported that emerald 
demand is soaring worldwide even as diamond demand softens.
Rarity is key as fine emeralds are much rarer than diamonds. 
“With wealthy Russian and Chinese demand for emeralds way
up, we expect prices to continue to rise quickly,” Bisceglia said.
“�at’s why we’re so happy to have found these beautiful stones
at this price.” 
Your Satisfaction is 100% Guaranteed
Call today and wear the Pride of  Zambia RISK-FREE (less s&p)
for 30 days. If you’re not dazzled by this precious gemstone, simply
send it back for a full refund of your purchase price.   

Pride of Zambia Emerald Ring

(1 ctw) Only $99+ shipping & processing

Call now to take advantage of this fantastic offer.

1-888-277-8375
Promotional Code ZER195-01

Please mention this code when you call.

1 ctw genuine Zambian Emerald
Luxurious gold-finish over .925

sterling silver setting
Available in whole sizes 5-10

Stauer®

Independently 
Appraised 
at $690*

* For more information concerning the appraisal, 
visit http://www.stauer.com/appraisedvalues.asp.
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The .221 Remington Fireball Fits
BY JOHN HAVILAND

Photos by author

Photos by author
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The whip-hand dominance of the .223 Rem. has littered the bone-
yard with nearly all other 22-cal. center-�re cartridges; however, 
the .221 Rem. Fireball remains just outside that acre’s gate because 

informed handloaders look at it from a different perspective than those 
who see it as merely a short .223. Besides, you have to like a cartridge 
with a cool-sounding name such as “Fireball.” 

The .221 case is a close copy of the .223. Both cases have the same 
head diameter, shoulder angle, neck length and maximum average 
pressure (MAP) of 55,000 p.s.i. The only difference is that the .221 is 
shortened 0.3674" in the body. That reduces its propellant capacity to 
60 percent of the .223’s. But loaded with the proper propellants, the .221 
produces about 90 percent of the .223’s velocity with bullets weighing 
up to 55 grs. 

 
The .221 Rem. Fireball has the 
same head diameter, shoulder 
angle, neck length and maximum 
average pressure as the .223 Rem. 
And despite its lesser propellant 
capacity, it can propel bullets 
weighing up to 55 grs. nearly as 
fast. That’s one reason the car-
tridge retains a small but dedi-
cated following served by custom 
and semi-custom builders with 
such rifles as the Cooper Model 21 
Montana Varminter (opposite).   

Drawing courtesy of RCBS

Optional monopod 
conceals in pistol grip.

Reversible Picatinny rail
 mount conceals in forend.

Store two magazines in
fully adjustable buttstock.

Available in 3 Camo Patterns 
or Classic Black.

Transform your trusty old 10-22® into a whole new beast.

Sold Exclusively by Lyman Products
www.lymanproducts.com

Barrel insert adapts to 
standard or bull barrels.

Unleash Your Options 
with the AdTac M4 

Adaptive Tactical Stock. 

Muddy Girl Legends Camo Kryptek Highlander

NEW Take-Down
Model for 2014!

Classic Black



Beginnings 
This short cartridge was ini-

tially chambered in Remington’s 
XP-100 bolt-action single-shot 
handgun in 1963. From the 
XP-100’s original 10.75" bar-
rel, the .221 �red 50-gr. bullets 
at about 2600 f.p.s. The XP-100’s 
barrel was eventually lengthened 
to 14.5" and chambered in other 
.22-cal. cartridges such as the 
.223 Rem. and .22-250 Rem. The 
.221 chambering lasted until 1985. 
For a while Thompson/Center 
chambered the cartridge in its 

Contender single-shot handgun. 
The .221 languished in neglect 
until 2002 when Remington gave 
it a face-lift as a ri�e cartridge in 
its Model 700 Classic ri�e. The 
last year Remington chambered 

the cartridge was in 2007 in the 
Model 700 Light Varmint Stainless 
Fluted ri�e.  

The CZ 527 American and the 
Model 21 from Cooper Firearms 
of Montana are the only ri�es 

LOADING BENCH

Although for popular varmint/target-type bullets weighing up to 55 grs. 
are suitable in the .221 Rem. Fireball, those in the 40- to 50-gr. range are 
the best choices, as they provide good external ballistics despite the car-
tridge’s modest propellant capacity. In compiling load data for this article, 
the author used (from l. to r.): Hornady’s 40-gr. V-MAX; Sierra’s 50-gr. 
BlitzKing; Berger’s 52-gr. flat-base hollow-point target; and Nosler’s 55-gr. 
Ballistic Tip Varmint.

Magazines
Couplers
Dust Covers
Loaders

Triggers
Lower Parts Kits
Firing Pins
Trigger Guards

Grips
Rifl e Buffers
Receiver Rugs
Brass Catchers

Collapsible Stocks
Buffer Tubes
A2 Stocks
Charging Handles 
Sling Adapters
Stock Wrenches

Ammunition 
Buttpads
Slings
Firearms

Sling Swivels
Front Sights
Sight Tools
Gas Blocks
Bayonets

Handguards
Rail Covers
Flashlight Mounts
Foregrips
Bipods
Handguard Tools
Quad Rails
Lasers and Lights
Barrel Nuts

Conversion Kits
Scopes
Magnifi ers
Mounts
Rail Risers
Carry Handles
Rear Sights
Targets

Flash Suppressors
Compensators
Flash Hiders
Muzzle Covers
Barrels
Complete Uppers
Rifl e Cases

763-705

Gearyou want!

WE HAVE The

www.CheaperThanDirt.com
AMMUNITION • FIREARMS • MAGAZINES • AR-15 GEAR • MOLLE GEAR • LASERS • TACTICAL GEAR • OPTICS • HOLSTERS • LIGHTS • KNIVES • GUN CASES
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A small amount of propellant goes 
a long way in the .221 Rem. Fireball. 
With similar bullet weights, it is 
600 f.p.s. faster than the .22 Hornet.

currently chambered in .221 by 
major manufacturers. The Cooper 
folks say the .221 is nowhere near 
as popular as the .204 Ruger or 
.223 Rem. But the cartridge has 
a following, and they sell about 
as many ri�es chambered in the 
Fireball as they do ri�es in  
.22 Hornet.

A Cooper Model 21 Montana 
Varminter was used to shoot 
the loads for this article. The 
Varminter is intended for shoot-
ing from a rest, with style. The oil 
�nish highlights the running grain 
of its AA+ claro walnut stock 
with a beavertail fore-end. The 
Model 21 is a single-shot. Pushing 
forward the three-lug bolt picks 
up a cartridge from the loading 
pan, feeding it into the chamber. 
The sample ri�e’s trigger has a 
perfect 2-lb. pull. 

Handloading
The Fireball case is only a 

smidgen larger than the Hornet 
case. The 3 to 8 grs. of addi-
tional propellant the .221 
holds, though, result 
in a gain of 600 f.p.s. 
over the Hornet with 
bullets of the same 
weight. Care should 
be taken when 
developing loads for 
a cartridge as small 
as the .221 because 
a big increase in 
velocity and pres-
sure results from 
a small increase 
in propellant. 
From the Cooper 
Model 21’s 24" 

Made in Texas,
USA

855.278.9678
www.versacarry.com

The newest,
most innovative

concealment devices
on the market!

A C C E S S O R I E
S
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LEADER INTHE  

LEADER IN

c

Quick Attach
& Release
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3

Draw.
4
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Click.
2
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barrel, Nosler 35-gr. Ballistic Tip 
Lead Free bullets had an average 
velocity of 2752 f.p.s. powered 
by 17.0 grs. of H4198. Stepping 
up the propellant to 17.5 grs. 
increased velocity to 2949 f.p.s. 
An additional 0.5 gr. jumped 
speed to 3034 f.p.s, and 18.5 grs. 
upped the velocity to 3296 f.p.s.

Relatively fast-burning propel-
lants such as Hodgdon’s H4198,  
Lil’Gun and Accurate 1680 are a 
key to loading the .221. Lil’Gun is 
a great propellant for the Fireball 
shooting lightweight bullets. From 
two other .221 ri�es, Lil’Gun �red 
Berger 30-gr. Varmint bullets 
at nearly 3900 f.p.s. and Nosler 
35-gr. Ballistic Tip Lead-Free bul-
lets at 3700 f.p.s. From the Cooper 
Varminter, Hornady 40-gr. V-MAX 
bullets reached 3270 f.p.s. with 
15.0 grs. of the propellant and 
3460 f.p.s. with 15.5 grs. 

Relatively slow-burning 

propellants provide a more sus-
tained push to 50-gr. and heavier 
bullets. Lil’Gun and A1680 are 
still good choices as well as H335, 
H4198, N130 and Reloder 7.

Heavier bullets also provide 
more uniform velocities. The 30- 
and 35-gr. bullets had extreme 
spreads of velocity of up to 200 
f.p.s with several different propel-
lants. But spreads shrank to less 
than 50 f.p.s. with 40-gr. bullets 

and down to 10 f.p.s. with 50 and 
55-gr. bullets.

How close to seat bullets to 
ri�ing lands for the best accu-
racy is a matter of hundredths of 
an inch. Bullets close to, or even 
in contact with, the ri�ing are 
thought to function with improved 
accuracy because they make less 
of an unsupported “jump” before  
engaging it. That minimizes the 
chance of bullets entering the 

LOADING BENCH
.221 REMINGTON FIREBALL LOAD DATA
BULLET BRAND/
WEIGHT

PROPELLANT PROPELLANT 
WEIGHT   
(GRS.)

VELOCITY 
(F.P.S.)

GROUP 
SIZE IN 
INCHES

HORNADY 40-GR. 
V-MAX LIL’GUN 15.5 3460 0.64

SIERRA 50-GR. 
BLITZKING

A1680 17.8 3015 1.07

BERGER 52-GR.  
FB TARGET

IMR 4227 14.5 2768 0.90

NOSLER 55-GR. 
BALLISTIC TIP

H4198 17.5 2928 0.97

NOTES: VELOCITIES ARE THE AVERAGE OF 10 SHOTS RECORDED BY A CHRONY MASTER 
CHRONOGRAPH 10 FT. FROM THE MUZZLE OF A 24"-BARRELED COOPER FIREARMS MODEL 21 
WITH A LEUPOLD VX-III 4.5-14X 50 MM SCOPE. ALL LOADS WERE ASSEMBLED WITH NOSLER 
BRASS AND CCI BR-4 SMALL RIFLE PRIMERS. ACCURACY IS THE AVERAGE OF FIVE CONSECUTIVE, 
FIVE-SHOT GROUPS FIRED AT 100 YDS. TEMPERATURE VARIED BETWEEN 20° F AND 25° F.
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ri�ing at an angle and �ying 
into left �eld. Just as important, 
though, bullets seated straight 
with the centerline of case necks 
align with the chamber throat 
to ensure they enter the ri�ing 
straight, even if they have to move 
a ways to engage it. 

The .221’s maximum cartridge 
length is 1.830". However, Nosler 
55-gr. Ballistic Tips just touch the 
ri�ing lands of the Cooper .221 
with a cartridge length of 1.873". 
The Cooper ri�e has no magazine, 
so that long cartridge length �ts 
�ne. A smidgen shorter cartridge 
length, though, ensures easy 
extraction of an un�red cartridge 
from the chamber. Also, pressures 

tend to be greater when bullets 
do not have a bit of a running start 
before contacting ri�ing.

To determine if accuracy was 
better with bullets seated just 
short of the ri�ing compared to 
seated back a ways, I loaded 10 
cartridges each with the Ballistic 
Tips seated with an overall length 
of 1.850" and 1.830". Before 
shooting I ran the cartridges 
through a Hornady Lock-N-Load 
Concentricity Tool. The major-
ity of the bullets were absolutely 
true with the case necks but a few 
varied up to 0.002". The longer 
cartridges averaged 0.96" for 
two, �ve-shot groups. The shorter 
cartridges averaged 0.95".

The handload featuring Hornady’s 40-gr. V-MAX (center, r.) was not only 
the fastest of the group, attaining 3460 f.p.s., but was also the most accu-
rate, with a five consecutive, five-shot group average of 0.64". The Berger 
52-gr. flat-base, hollow-point target load averaged 0.90", but was nearly  
700 f.p.s. slower (top, r.) than the aforementioned combination. Sierra’s 
50-gr. BlitzKing was propelled at 3015 f.p.s. and averaged 1.07" (bottom, r.).

877-892-7544    bergarausa.com
Dan Hanus, USMC Retired© 2013 BPI Outdoors

BCR19 Heavy TacticalBCR19 Heavy Tactical

If you demand the best in your tactical 
rifl es, you owe it to yourself to take a look 
at Bergara Custom Rifl es.  Every gun fea-
tures not only our famous Bergara Barrels, 
but also every component is recognized 
as the best of the best - such as Stiller 
Actions, Timney Triggers, McMillan Stocks, 
and Badger Bottom Metal.  And each rifl e 

is built right here in the USA by Dan Hanus, 
former Production Chief and Chief Instruc-
tor for the Marine Corps Precision Weap-
ons Section, where he built sniper rifl es for 
our elite Marine shooters all over the world.  
Dan built the best for our Marines, now he 
can build the best for you. Call our custom 
gun specialists or visit bergarausa.com.

Bergara Custom Rifl es.
Built with the Best, Built by the Best.



1-800-LEUPOLD  »  www.leupold.com  »  ©2014 Leupold & Stevens, Inc.

WITH 8X ZOOM, THE MARK 8® 3.5-25x56mm M5B2 
IS THE ULTIMATE PRECISION RIFLESCOPE.
The Mark 8® provides the precision, fl exibility, and power serious shooters need 
for success at any distance. With its wide zoom ratio, illuminated front focal plane 
reticle, incredibly wide fi eld of view at lower magnifi cations, and unmatched 
optical clarity at higher powers, it’s the ultimate blend of rapid target acquisition 
and extreme long-range performance. Learn more at Leupold.com.

U . S . A .   +�D E S I G N E D   +�M A C H I N E D   +� A S S E M B L E D
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WARNING: Technical data and information 
contained herein are intended to provide 
information based upon the limited experience 
of individuals under specific conditions and 
circumstances. They do not detail the compre-
hensive training, procedures, techniques and 
safety precautions that are absolutely necessary 
to properly carry on similar activity. READ THE 
NOTICE AND DISCLAIMER ON THE CONTENTS 
PAGE OF THIS MAGAZINE. ALWAYS CONSULT 
COMPREHENSIVE REFERENCE MANUALS AND 
BULLETINS OF PROPER TRAINING REQUIRE-
MENTS, PROCEDURES, TECHNIQUES AND 
SAFETY PRECAUTIONS BEFORE ATTEMPTING 
ANY SIMILAR ACTIVITIES.

Shooting
After �ring 20 shots at a fast 

pace, the Cooper’s barrel was 
lukewarm and the front third 
remained cold. Even though the 
temperature was in the 20s, heat 
rising from the barrel created 
barely any mirage through the 
Leupold 14X ri�escope. Recoil 
was so mild that the crosshairs 
scarcely jumped off target, and 
often I saw bullet holes appear 
instantly. The Cooper Varminter 
shot well. It probably would have 
shot even tighter groups, but 
there was the shiver factor to con-
sider from the cold temperatures. 
It helped, though, thinking about 
warm spring days ahead and 
green �elds of ground squirrels 
and prairie dogs. 

The .221 Rem. Fireball (center) offers 
ballistics closer to those of the popu-
lar .223 Rem. (r.) than the elder  
.22 Hornet (l.). With bullets up to  
55 grs., the .221 Rem. 
Fireball's velocities are  
90 percent of those of the 
.223 Rem.

Order at kimberamerica.com or 
(888) 243-4522, or visit a Kimber Master Dealer

 Magazines

 Grips 

 Leather

 Night Sights

 .22 LR Conversions

 Less-Lethal

 Custom Parts

 Premium Finishes

 Logo Apparel

 Custom Shop

PREMIUM 1911 PARTS, 
ACCESSORIES  & GEAR

Stainless II .45 ACP with Kimber® 
Custom Shop™ parts & fi nish, along 
with Rimfi re Target Conversion Kit.™

© 2011 Kimber Mfg., Inc.  All rights reserved. Information and speci� cations are for reference only and subject to change without notice.
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.35 Whelen
BULLET: BARNES 225-GR. TSX
PROPELLANT/CHARGE: 

ACCURATE 2460/52.0 GRS.
PRIMER: FEDERAL GM210M
CASE: NORMAUSA
CASE TRIM LENGTH: 2.484"
CARTRIDGE OVERALL LENGTH: 

3.340"
VELOCITY @ 15' (F.P.S.): 2510
ENERGY (FT.-LBS.): 3,147
ACCURACY: 1.34"*
USES: BIG-GAME HUNTING 

(ALL NON-DANGEROUS SPECIES)
NOTES: TEST RIFLE: T/C ENCORE WITH 

24" BERGARA BARREL TOPPED WITH 
A SWAROVSKI Z6(I) 1.7-10X 42 MM 
RIFLESCOPE; *AVERAGE OF FIVE 
CONSECUTIVE, FIVE-SHOT GROUPS 
AT 100 YDS.

WARNING: Technical data and information 
contained herein are intended to provide in-
formation based upon the limited experience 
of individuals under specifi c conditions and 
circumstances. They do not detail the com-
prehensive training, procedures, techniques 
and safety precautions that are absolutely 
necessary to properly carry on similar activity. 
READ THE NOTICE AND DISCLAIMER ON 
THE CONTENTS PAGE OF THIS MAGAZINE. 
ALWAYS CONSULT COMPREHENSIVE 
REFERENCE MANUALS AND BULLETINS 
OF PROPER TRAINING REQUIREMENTS, 
PROCEDURES, TECHNIQUES AND SAFETY 
PRECAUTIONS BEFORE ATTEMPTING ANY 
SIMILAR ACTIVITIES.

North American Special

Of the wildcat-turned-
factory chamberings, the 
.35 Whelen is among best, 

and for good reason—proven per-
formance on big-game animals. In 
fact, when using the recipe below, 
the cartridge is capable of taking all 
North American species; however, 
a more powerful chambering, such 
as the .375 H&H Mag., would be 
preferred for the pursuit of brown 
bear. For elk and moose hunting, the 
Barnes TSX/.35 Whelen combina-
tion is tough to beat. 

—AARON CARTER, MANAGING EDITOR

www.shootingsportsusa.com 
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Clips Vs. Magazines

Photo by Forrest MacCormack

NEW!!

NEW!!

NEW!!

www.kahr.com  |  www.tommygun.com  |  www.auto-ordnance.com  |  www.magnumresearch.com

CT45 MSRP: $449.00
Model: CT4543
Caliber: .45 ACP
Barrel: 4.04”
Capacity: 7+1

Height: 5.25”
Slide Width: 1.01”
Length O/A: 6.57”
Weight: 23.7 oz

CT40 MSRP: $449.00
Model: CT4043
Caliber: .40 S&W
Barrel: 4.0”
Capacity: 7+1

Height: 5.13”
Slide Width: .94”
Length O/A: 6.5”
Weight: 21.8 oz

DE1911U MSRP: $946.00
Model: DE1911U
Caliber: .45 ACP
Barrel: 3.0”
Capacity: 6+1

Height: 5.0”
Slide Width: 1.28”
Length O/A: 6.85”
Weight: 25.8 oz

KAHR VALUE SERIES
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QQI was at the range with some friends 

recently, and the question was 
raised about the difference between 
a clip and a magazine. Some of the 
guys were very opinionated about 
this, insisting you should never call 
a magazine a clip. So what is the dif-
ference between a clip and a maga-
zine? Which came � rst and how long 
have these terms been used? 

The word “magazine” has been 
used for centuries to describe a 
place in which ammunition or gun-
powder is stored. According to the 
Oxford English Dictionary, the term 
is de� ned as “A place in which a 
quantity of arms, ammunition or pro-
visions is stored in time of war” and 
dates to at least 1596. The use of the 
word as “A chamber for a supply 
of bullets,” again according to the 
Oxford English Dictionary, dates to 
1744, which was long before there 
were self-contained cartridges. It is 
dif� cult to pin down exactly when 

“clip” was � rst used in relation to 
� rearms, but “charger” appears in 
1711 as “either bandoleers or � asks 
that contain the powder.” Again, 
both terms already were in use 
before repeating � rearms.

Today, when people talk about 
magazines, they are usually refer-
ring to a spring-loaded container for 
cartridges that may be an integral 
part of a � rearm’s mechanism or 
may be detachable. When it comes 
to integral magazines—meaning 
not readily removable—common 
forms include tubular, rotary and 
box. Many popular repeating ri� es 
have hinged � oorplates to allow the 
magazine to be emptied with no 
need to cycle cartridges through the 
action. Then there are blind maga-
zines in which ammunition can only 
be loaded through the action port.

Although there are detachable 
drum magazines and detachable 
rotary magazines (i.e., Ruger’s 
10/22), the most common form 

used in new ri� es and handguns 
is the detachable-box magazine, 
which is typically loaded before 
insertion into the � rearm. Some do 
allow topping off from inside the 
action port, though.

“Chargers” or “charger clips” 
come in several varieties, includ-
ing en-bloc clips that actually hold 
the cartridges and go into the gun 
and are part of the feeding mecha-
nism. Notable examples include the 
eight-round clip for the M1 Garand 
(ejected out the top of the action 
after � ring the last round) and those 
for military Mannlicher bolt-actions, 
the latter of which drop out the 
bottom of the magazine as the last 
round is stripped into the chamber.

Stripper clips are used to “strip” 
cartridges into the magazine of a 
� rearm, such as in Mauser broom-
handle pistols and Mauser bolt-
action military ri� es. These are 
not essential to feeding from the 
magazine, but they are a rapid 
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QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

From the thousands of questions and letters on 
guns, ammunition and their use that American 
Rifleman receives every year, it publishes the 
most interesting here. Receiving answers to 
technical and historical questions is a privilege 
reserved to NRA members.

Questions must be in the form of letters addressed 
to: Dope Bag, NRA Publications, 11250 
Waples Mill Road, Fairfax, VA 22030-9400; 
must contain the member’s code line from an 
American Rifleman or American Hunter 
mailing label or membership card; must be ac-
companied by a stamped, self-addressed, legal-size 
envelope; and must be limited to one specific 
question per letter. Non-members may submit a 
question with a membership application. We can-
not answer technical or historical questions 
by telephone, e-mail or fax, and we cannot 
place even an approximate value on guns or 
other equipment. Please allow eight to 10 
weeks for replies.

“Questions & Answers” is compiled by staff 
and Contributing Editors: Bruce N. Canfield, 
O. Reid Coffield, Garry James, Steve Johnson, 
Angus Laidlaw, Charles Pate, Charles E. Petty, 
Matt Sharpe, John M. Taylor and John Treakle.

method of charging it. And some 
stripper clips were intended to be 
used to �ll detachable-box maga-
zines while not in the gun, such as 
early 10-round stripper clips for 
the AR-15/M16.

There has been little consistency 
in what was called a charger and 
what was called a stripper clip over 
time. For example, when the British 
adapted the Short, Magazine Lee-
En�eld, Mk III in 1907, older Lee-
En�eld and Lee-Metford ri�es were 
upgraded with charger bridges to 
convert them to “Charger-Loading,” 
meaning their 10-round, detachable-
box magazines could be fed by 
stripper clips through the top of the 
action. Confused yet? Ri�es such as 
the U.S. M14 have guides on their 
receivers to allow their detachable 
box magazines to be loaded by a 
stripper clip.

The bottom line is that both 
terms, clip and magazine, are used 
almost interchangeably today to 
describe a detachable device for 
feeding the action of a �rearm. 
Before purists chime in, let me 
add that back in 1909 and 1910—
as the United States was looking 
at adopting its �rst self-loading 
pistol for widespread issue—U.S. 
Army Ordnance Dept. documents 
referred to the detachable-box 
magazine for what would become 
the U.S. M1911 pistol as, well, a clip.

—MARK A. KEEFE, IV, EDITOR IN CHIEF

TACTICAL II VZ

Practical. Affordable. Incredibly easy 

to shoot. Possibly the best gun you can 

put in the hands of a newbie. 

www.ShootingDNA.com

I DON’T WANT TO BE INTIMIDATED. 

I want something simple, and I want something good that 

won’t break my budget. I tried the Tactical II VZ on a 

recommendation and never looked back. The only downside? 

Finding enough time for the range.  

Shooting is in my DNA.

   JOIN 
          Help Shape 
America’s 
     Future. 

For only $35 you can defend freedom. 1-877-NRA-2000
Date ____/____ /____                                          XR021690
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Address ________________________________________________

City __________________________ State ______  Zip ___________

Phone (______ ) __________________     Birthdate ____/____ /____ 
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Charge to: ❐ AMEX ❐ VISA ❐ MC ❐ Discover   ___/___ Exp. Date

____❙____❙____❙____❙____❙____❙____❙____❙____❙____❙____❙____❙____❙____❙____❙____ 
Account Number

Signature:  ______________________________________________
                Send To:  NRA Recruiting Programs
                 11250 Waples Mill Rd, Fairfax, VA  22030 

Payment: ❐ Charge ❐ Check 

Membership Type:
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Magazine Choice:  (choose only one)
PRINT:  ❐ American Ri� eman ❐ American Hunter
 ❐ America’s 1st Freedom
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 ❐ America’s 1st Freedom
Contributions, gi� s, or membership dues made  
or paid to the National Ri� e Association of 
America are not refundable or transferable and 
are not deductible as charitable contributions for 
Federal Income Tax purposes. $3.75 per year is designated for a magazine subscription. 



 When it comes to protecting freedom, NRA 
members never back down from a challenge.

Last year, when President Barack Obama and his allies launched the most vicious attack on our gun 
rights in history, you didn’t give an inch. Instead, you made a courageous decision to Stand and Fight 
with the NRA. You deserve the credit for handing Obama the biggest defeat of his presidency.

Now, we face one � nal battle against Obama and his allies—a battle where all the chips will 
be on the table, and the future of our freedom and our country will be on the line. 

On Nov. 4, you and I face off against Obama in the last national election of his presidency—an 
election to decide who controls Congress during his last two years in of� ce. If Obama gains just 
a handful of seats in the U.S. House and Senate, he’ll have the unstoppable power to dictate the 
legislative agenda during his � nal years in the White House.

But if you and I make a commitment together—to � ght with our last ounce of strength 
from now until Election Day—we can set the stage for Obama to leave town without signing 
a single gun-ban bill into law. 

As a symbol of your commitment to � ght by my side, I want to send you my new Stand and Fight 
Challenge Coin. Challenge coins have a long tradition, especially in our U.S. Armed Forces, as 
symbols of solidarity among those who share in a critical mission. 

My Stand and Fight Challenge Coin signi� es your ironclad commitment to win our � nal 
election battle against Barack Obama—and make sure he never gets the chance to ban our 

guns. Please let me know that you’ll Stand and Fight with the NRA by sending a special 
contribution to receive my Challenge Coin.

I’ll have my Stand and Fight Challenge Coin in my pocket every single day 
between now and Election Day, Nov. 4. Please, promise me two things:

First, promise me that you’ll carry my Stand and Fight Challenge Coin with you 
between now and the election. Second, promise me you’ll Stand and Fight with the NRA 
by making the most generous contribution you can to help � ght in this election year.

Apart, the future of our right to keep and 
bear arms is at grave risk. But together we can 
win the last battle against Barack Obama that 
you and I will ever face. 

RISING 
TO THE 
CHALLENGE
By Wayne LaPierre, NRA Executive Vice President

GO TO THE WEBSITE NOTED 
ABOVE TO GET YOUR 
CHALLENGE COIN, AND TO 
STAND AND FIGHT WITH 
ME IN ONE FINAL ELECTION 
AGAINST PRESIDENT OBAMA.

2 0 1 4  N R A  C H A L L E N G E  C O I N WWW.NRA.ORG/STANDANDFIGHT
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Lacking 
Nothing

Photos by Forrest MacCormack
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t’s standard practice to talk about what a ri� e has, not what it lacks. But Kimber’s 
Mountain Ascent is conspicuous not for what it includes but for what it leaves out: 
namely, weight. Can you imagine a standard-length bolt-action ri� e, caliber .30-’06 

Sprg., weighing less than 6 lbs.? The unit I carried to the plains of Namibia last year 
did. In fact, it weighed 5 lbs., 2 ozs., sans scope and mounts.

In case anyone missed the signi� cance of that, let me just say that the Mountain 
Ascent is now the lightest production big-game ri� e in the world.

Kimber designers and engineers shaved weight from the bolt-action Model 84 to 
produce the Mountain Ascent—a rifl e hunters will joyfully carry uphill. But the good 
news is that the gun has everything that counts when it comes to performance.

BY J. SCOTT OLMSTED, Editor in Chief, American Hunter

Kimber’s
Mountain Ascent

t’s standard practice to talk about what a ri� e has, not what it lacks. But Kimber’s 
Mountain Ascent is conspicuous not for what it includes but for what it leaves out: 
namely, weight. Can you imagine a standard-length bolt-action ri� e, caliber .30-’06 

Sprg., weighing less than 6 lbs.? The unit I carried to the plains of Namibia last year 

news is that the gun has everything that counts when it comes to performance.

I
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KIMBER’S MOUNTAIN ASCENT

Besides the aforementioned ’06 ri� e, Kimber 84L 
Mountain Ascents chambered in .270 Win. and 
.280 Ack. Imp. are available. Those variations are also 
listed at less than 5 lbs., 8 ozs. A short-action sister, 
an 84M chambered in .308 Win., weighs 4 lbs., 13 ozs. 
Lest anyone think builders of factory ri� es this light 
must necessarily leave something on the � oor, I assure 
you Kimber kept performance uppermost in mind.

The Mountain Ascent is a controlled-round-feed, 
bolt-action, center-� re repeating ri� e, the kind Kimber 
is known for; and, as can be expected, it is a good one. 
It is machined from round stainless steel bar stock. 
The hallmarks of the action include a claw extrac-
tor, dual-opposed locking lugs and a three-position 
safety—everything needed to chamber and � re a 
round surely and then extract and eject a case smartly.

In this iteration, however, everything on or around 
the action is whittled to accommodate cartridges 

with the common bolt face included 
in the .30-’06 Sprg./.308 Win. family of 
cartridges. As such, it wears as little metal as possible 
to do its job.

Spiral � uting covers the bolt body. The bolt handle 
is hollow and � uted. Even the claw extractor took a 
shave: It is lightened with three cuts along its length. 
One look at the wide trigger guard proves it’s alumi-
num; its � nish stands slightly in contrast to the � nish 
of the stainless steel elsewhere on the ri� e. All met-
alwork is coated with Kimpro II weatherproo� ng. The 
barrel is slender, and also made of stainless steel. It 
measures 22" long in .308 Win. and 24" in .270 Win., 
.280 Ack. Imp. and .30-’06 Sprg. It is � uted along its 
� rst half, and tapers to a mere 0.60" at the muzzle. 
Talley lightweight 1" medium scope bases/rings 
(made of aluminum) are included with each ri� e.

The trigger, as Kimber fans are used to, is single-
stage and match-grade. It’s adjustable, but there’s no 
need to bother when it’s factory-set at a 3½- to 4-lb. pull 
weight. The chamber is match-grade, too. The action is 

Trophy Bonded Tips

For the Namibia trip, Tom Rickwalder and I fi red the 
Mountain Ascent with Federal Premium’s Vital-Shok 180-gr. 
Trophy Bonded Tips. I’ve used them to kill deer, elk and a 

lot of plains game. For 
the record, the tip on 
the improved version 
really does improve 
accuracy; on the range 
I averaged under an 
inch for three-shot 
groups at 100 yds. 
federalpremium.com 

—J. SCOTT OLMSTED 

A muzzle brake helps tame 
recoil (l.), while the tapered, 

fl uted barrel is just one of the 
Mountain Ascent’s weight-

saving features.

Photo by author
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pillar- and glass-bedded to enhance accuracy.
The stock is straight-up American-style. It’s made 

of Kevlar-reinforced carbon � ber like the stock on 
Kimber’s Montana and Talkeetna ri� es. But unlike the 
latter two units, which sport a modest, � at gray � nish, 
this one is covered in W.L. Gore’s Optifade digital camo 
treatment, in an exclusive Open Country pattern. The 
straight comb, evidenced by a shallow drop at heel 
(0.54") and comb (0.43"), tames recoil quite well. But it 
is further tamed by the black, 1" Pachmayr Decelerator 
recoil pad. Length of pull is on the short, comfortable 
side and never strays beyond 13¾  " in any caliber.

The internal box magazine holds four rounds in all 
calibers. It is blind; no drop � oorplate is present to 
speed unloading (or add weight). Instead, the three-
position safety comes in handy; simply set it to its 
middle position to cycle cartridges through the action.

To help control a rig so light, Kimber employs a 
muzzle brake. Its presence certainly mitigates recoil, 
because it’s true that any .30-’06 weighing less than 
6 lbs. will belt you. This one sure beat me up on the 
range. After � ring more than a 100 rounds from a 
benchrest for accuracy, I was glad to put away the 
ri� e (and I wore a slip-on recoil pad). 

Nonetheless, I’d rather go without a brake in 
these calibers. I’d as soon carry a light rig up a 
mountain and take a beating behind the gun while 
� ring a handful of rounds than subject my ears to 
the added abuse. Then again, not everyone does 
as much shooting in any given year as I do, and so 
I suspect many hunters will appreciate the brake. 
Make no mistake: This gun is loud. If a long-range 
session is in order, wear plugs and muffs (I always 
do regardless of caliber). In the � eld, it’s not a bad 
idea to wear one or the other. 

During range sessions, many other shooters 
approached my bench to ask what caliber I was shoot-
ing, or to glance at the box of ammo next to the ri� e. 
I’m sure they were dismayed to see it was only .30-’06 
Sprg. In the � eld, hunters also may opt to unscrew the 
brake (with an included tool) and replace it with a 
thread protector (also included). If that’s the case, be 
sure to check zero with and without the brake installed 

Where Is It? Where Is It!? 
Kimber’s Adirondack

My experience with camoufl age guns dates back to 
one of the fi rst Browning Gold shotguns dipped in 
Mossy Oak Shadow Grass. We were hunting in cut 

corn for big Canadas. Setting up in the headlights long before 
dawn, we checked and rechecked the decoys. The spread 
was good and, in an hour of furious shooting, we all had our 
limit. With thoughts of steaming hot coffee and greasy eggs 
from the local diner on my mind, I started picking up decoys. 
Once we got them gathered up and in the truck, I turned to 
get my shotgun and blind bag. They were gone. Or at least I 
couldn’t fi nd them. They blended in so well that they might as 
well have been abducted by aliens. With panicked thoughts of 
the gun ruining a harvesting machine the next summer (thus, 
ruining my chance at land owner permission the following 
season), I frantically searched for it. Finally, I found where I 
had sunk some decoys and, literally, one decoy stake hole at 
a time, I tracked myself back to my bag and the Browning. The 
only thing that would have made the experience more com-
plete would have been dropping a camoufl age wallet whilst in 
search of the bag and gun.

I understand the necessity of camoufl age on a turkey 
gun, the desirability of it on a waterfowl gun, but the 
immersion of rifl es in the latest wonder pattern escaped 
me until the Mountain Ascent. It turns out there is a legiti-
mate reason for the application of such fi nishes beyond 
concealment: cool factor. If camoufl age can be called hip, 
W.L. Gore’s Optifade Open Country digital most assuredly 
is. I actually encountered younger (than me, anyway) 
shooters and hunters more excited by the Optifade fi nish 

than the less-than-5-lb. rifl e underneath it.
Unlike them, I am more excited by the new rifl e 

underneath the apparently even more hip Gore 
Optifade Forrest pattern, and that is the Kimber’s just 
released Adirondack. And the Forrest pattern does 
look, well, cool. The Adirondack is close cousin of my 
favorite Model 84M Montana in .308 Win. in that it 
has the same 84M receiver in short–action calibers 
and the same as the 84L in standard-length actions. 
The Adirondack’s 18" barrel is not fl uted, but it is 
threaded, and it has tight chamber and a match-
grade trigger. Besides barrel length and camoufl age 
pattern, the main differences are in the Adirondack’s 
lack of lightening cuts to the barrel and bolt handle, 

no spiral cuts on the bolt body and an extractor 
that has not been skeletonized. The end result is 
that the Adirondack still comes in at under 5 lbs. 

but costs $1,768, which is couple hundred bucks 
less than the Mountain Ascent.

For Optifade fans, Kimber has good news 
for you. The rifl emaker is offering Zeiss rifl e-
scopes and Talley ring mounts bearing either 

of the proprietary Optifade patterns.
For more information, contact: Kimber Mfg., 

Inc. (Dept. AR), 555 Taxter Road, Elmsford, NY, 
10523; (888) 243-4522; kimberamerica.com.

—MARK A. KEEFE, IV, EDITOR IN CHIEF

Spiral grooves were cut along the stainless steel bolt 
body’s length to not only take off weight but to give the 
Mountain Ascent a dramatically different look. 
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KIMBER’S MOUNTAIN ASCENT

to con� rm point of impact with hunting loads before 
going a� eld.

I love light rifles: I think there is something 
special about removing every bit of material pos-
sible while still maintaining performance. The 
one thing I don’t like about the equation: They’re 
whippy. They’re so light they can make it difficult to 
maintain a proper sight picture, even when you’re 
boring down on a critter with the fore-end planted 
securely in the V of a pair of sticks. There is just so 
little weight up front, amidships, in back—every-
where, really—to help you hold it steady. Think you 
won’t have a problem? Compound the whippiness 
with the fact that a hunter likely will be huffing and 
puffing at altitude—the proper composure for any-
one who buys and uses this gun as it is intended. 
Good luck.

All those issues conspired against me last year in 
Namibia when I took aim at one animal in particular: 
a dandy red hartebeest bull. To be honest altitude 
wasn’t a problem, but I can’t say I wasn’t huf� ng a bit. 
The shot wasn’t particularly long, and my stance came 
naturally. My feet were spread comfortably, all mus-
cles were relaxed. The gun rested � rmly (I thought) in 
the V of a pair of sticks.

KIMBER 84M/84L
MOUNTAIN ASCENT
MANUFACTURER: KIMBER MFG., INC. 

(DEPT. AR), 555 TAXTER ROAD, ELMS-
FORD, NY 10523, (888) 243-4522; 
KIMBERAMERICA.COM

CALIBER: .308 WIN., .270 WIN., 
.280 ACK. IMP., .30-’06 SPRG. (TESTED)

ACTION TYPE: BOLT-ACTION, REPEATING 
CENTER-FIRE RIFLE

RECEIVER: STAINLESS STEEL
FINISH: MATTE STAINLESS
MAGAZINE: INTERNAL BLIND BOX; 

FOUR-ROUND CAPACITY
OVERALL LENGTH: 41.25" TO 43.75" 

(TESTED)
BARREL: 22" TO 24" (TESTED); 

STAINLESS STEEL; SLIM CONTOUR; 
HALF-FLUTED; MUZZLE BRAKE

RIFLING: SIX-GROOVE; RH TWIST; 1:12", 
.308 WIN.; 1:10", .270 WIN. AND 
.30-’06 SPRG.; 1:9.5", .280 ACK. IMP.

WEIGHT: 4 LBS., 13 OZS. (84M); 
5 LBS., 5 OZS. (84L) (TESTED 84L, 
5 LBS., 2 OZS.)

SIGHTS: NONE, DRILLED AND TAPPED; 
TALLEY LIGHTWEIGHT SCOPE BASES/
RINGS AVAILABLE

TRIGGER PULL: ADJUSTABLE, SINGLE-
STAGE; 3-LB., 10-OZ. PULL

STOCK: KEVLAR/CARBON FIBER; LENGTH OF 
PULL 13.63" TO 13.75"; DROP AT HEEL 
0.54"; DROP AT COMB 0.43"

ACCESSORIES: THREAD PROTECTOR; 
MUZZLE BRAKE REMOVAL TOOL; CABLE 
LOCK, MANUAL, CARDBOARD BOX

SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE: $2,040

SHOOTING RESULTS (100 YDS.)
.30-’06 SPRG.
CARTRIDGE

VEL. @ 15'
(F.P.S.)

ENERGY
(FT.-LBS.)

GROUP SIZE IN INCHES
SMALLEST   LARGEST   AVERAGE

REMINGTON 
PREMIER 
NO. PRSC3006B
180-GR. SS

2637 AVG.
10 SD

2,913 1.25 2.25 1.72

WINCHESTER 
NO. X30064 
180-GR. P-P

2638 AVG.
7 SD

2,913 1.25 4.12 2.12

FEDERAL 
PREMIUM 
NO. P3006TTIC 
180-GR. TBT

2738 AVG.
11 SD

2,915 1.25 2.50 1.95

AVERAGE EXTREME SPREAD 1.93

MEASURED AVERAGE VELOCITY FOR FIVE ROUNDS FROM A 24" BARREL. RANGE TEMPERATURE: 
57° F. HUMIDITY: 24%. ACCURACY FOR FIVE CONSECUTIVE, FIVE-SHOT GROUPS AT 100 YDS. 
FROM FRONT AND REAR SANDBAGS. ABBREVIATIONS: P-P (POWER-POINT); SD (STANDARD 
DEVIATION); SS (SWIFT SCIROCCO); TBT (TROPHY BONDED TIP).

Still, I muffed the shot when I pulled my head out of 
the scope. To be sure, the fault was mine. And though 
I seldom � nd excuses for poor shooting I have to say 
I think the light rig was partly to blame for my failure 
to follow through completely. At that moment, that gun 
felt just so darn light. 

So to say that the Mountain Ascent is not the ticket 
for Africa is an understatement. It’d look and perform 
better laid across a pack in Alaska, with a hunter 

Weaver Super Slam Binocular

While in both the Caprivi 
Strip and the rugged hills 
near Windhoek, I used 

a Weaver Super Slam 8.5X 45 mm 
binocular to view game, birds, 
fl ora and people. Its open-bridge 
design is ergonomic, and, coupled 
with a lightweight magnesium 
body, the package was easy to 
wield during glassing sessions. 
weaver-mounts.com

— J. SCOTT OLMSTED

The round action is minimally sized around the .30-’06 Sprg. cartridge. The 
front recoil lug is glass-bedded into the carbon fi ber stock. More weight 
savings come from the blind magazine; there is not drop fl oorplate.

continued on p. 110
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Standard Arms Model G Rifle
Many �rearm enthusiasts know the Model 1917 

Browning Automatic Ri�e was the �rst gas-operated 
ri�e to be adopted by the U.S. Government. Few are 
aware of an earlier ri�e with an action of the same 
type designed for sporting use. Patented in 1906 by 
Morris F. Smith and manufactured by Standard Arms 
Co. of Wilmington, Del., it was called the Model G and 
was offered in the then-new Remington family of rim-
less cartridges in .25, .30, .32 and .35 calibers. A port 

Seemed Like A Good Idea … 

From Gyrojets that fired miniature rockets to a hunting rifle with an on-board computer, 
many seemingly harebrained ideas have actually made it into the firearm marketplace. 
But those revisited here didn’t get far before they were scuttled due to lack of consumer 
demand. What? Your gun doesn’t fire Trounds? Read on.

BY LAYNE SIMPSON

near the end of the barrel channels propellant gas 
through a valve into a long cylinder, which was often 
mistaken by those not familiar with the ri�e as a maga-
zine tube. A piston inside the cylinder is connected 
to dual action bars which in turn are connected to the 
breech bolt. Turning the valve to its “off” position pre-
vents gas from entering the cylinder, allowing the ri�e 
to be manually operated as a slide action. 

One can only speculate on why its inventor chose to 
give his ri�e the capability of both semi-automatic and 
manual operation. Smokeless propellants had been 

or every �rearm design that �ourished and went on to fame and fortune,  
several others arrived with great fanfare only to �zzle out at a very young age.  
Here are a few examples of underachievers. F

Photo by NRA Staff
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Seemed Like A Good Idea … Firearm Ideas That Failed

The brainchild of David Dardick, 
the Tround and the arms that 
fired it may have been the fire-
arm industry’s most elaborate 
answers to a question none of 
its consumers had asked.
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in common use for only a short time, and a possible 
reason was the lack of uniformity in factory ammu-
nition available at the time. The two Model G ri� es 
in .25 and .35 Rem. I have owned operated reliably 
with handloads loaded to maximum pressures, but a 
reduction in velocity of 100 to 150 f.p.s. caused both 
to malfunction. The velocity of ammunition exposed 
to extremely cold weather during an early 1900s hunt 
could easily have been lowered by that much. Adding 
to the ri� e’s problems, propellant fouling buildup in 
the gas cylinder eventually leads to malfunctions. Poor 
maintenance may have also contributed to a reputa-
tion for unreliability. 

The Model G has a top-ejecting action and an inter-
nal box magazine of � ve-round capacity. Cartridges 

are loaded through a hinged � oorplate at the bottom 
of the receiver. Like other hunting ri� es of the day, 
it easily takes down into two shorter pieces. A two-
position safety lever is located inside the trigger guard. 
Machine work on the interior and exterior of the action 
is remarkably good given the tool and machining tech-
niques of the time. The rear sight elevator, buttplate and 
slide handle are ornate brass castings.

Why the Model G failed to win the hearts of 
America’s deer hunters is easy to understand. Its com-
petition, the recoil-operated Remington Model 8 and 
the blowback-operated Winchester Model 1907 were 
not as ammunition-sensitive and required less-frequent 
cleanings. A second variation called the Model M 
did not have the gas system and was capable only of 
manual operation. It had to compete with Remington’s 
Model 14 pump-action and, since I own one of those as 
well, it is easy for me to understand why hunters chose 
it over the Standard Arms ri� e. 

FAILED FIREARMS

MBA Gyrojet Pistol and Rifl e 
Despite being promoted by its manufacturer, MB 

Associates of San Ramon, Calif., as the � rearm of the 
future, the Gyrojet’s time in the limelight proved to be 
nothing more than a dim � ash in the pan. Rather than 
� ring ammunition of conventional design, it used a 
rocket. Various diameters were said to be in the works 
but 13 mm received the most publicity, and it is the 
one I actually shot.

The round-nosed body of the rocket was hollow and 
made of drawn steel. At � rst glance it looked like an 
oversized .45 ACP cartridge. During assembly, a pro-
pellant charge was inserted into the body of the rocket 
and its rear end closed off by pressing into place what 
was described as a nozzle plate. At the center of the 
plate was a conventional pistol primer and positioned 
around it were several small vents. The barrel of the 
pistol had no ri� ing so the vents were angled to cause 
the rocket to rotate about its axis as propellant gas 
� owed through them during � ring. 

Ri� es, carbines and pistols were built, all appear-
ing to have been constructed from a toy erector set 
like I received at Christmas as a kid. The pistol was 
about the size of a Colt M1911 and weighed around 

25 ozs. Rounds fed from a magazine inside the grip. 
The rear-facing, internal hammer was positioned 
at the bottom of the receiver just above its trigger 
and, when the trigger was pulled, the hammer trav-
eled to the rear to strike the nose of the rocket. This 
drove its primer against a � xed � ring pin, thereby 
igniting the propellant charge. Forward movement 
of the rocket cocked the hammer, readying the gun 
for the next shot. 

Whereas a bullet � red from a cartridge of con-
ventional design reaches its peak velocity inside 
the barrel, the rocket traveled through the barrel 
rather slowly and did not reach top velocity until 
fuel burnout at about 20 yds. This and poor accuracy 

Photos courtesy of nramuseum.org



Smith & Wesson Model 53
During the mid-1950s, Jim Harvey of Lakeville Arms 

began converting Smith & Wesson K22 revolvers for 
a wildcat cartridge called the .224 Kay-Chuk. The 
case was made by shortening the .22 Hornet case by 
0.050" and � re-forming to minimum body taper and a 
sharp shoulder angle. It was commonly believed that 

Harvey’s conversion inspired S&W to introduce its 
Model 53 revolver in .22 Center� re Magnum in 1961. 
The case was formed by necking down the .357 Mag. 
case for an 0.222" jacketed bullet weighing 40 grs. A 
Remington development, it was often referred to as 
the .22 Remington Jet.

The Model 53 was offered with 4", 6" and 83⁄8" bar-
rels and priced at $95. A pivoting striker in its hammer 
along with dual � ring pins in the frame gave it the capa-
bility of handling both rim� re and center-� re car-
tridges; aluminum chamber inserts included with the 
gun allowed the use of .22 Short, .22 Long and .22 Long 
Ri� e ammunition. Even better was an optional second 
cylinder in .22 Rim� re for an additional $21.90. 

Advertised muzzle velocity of the .22 Jet was 
2460 f.p.s. from a 83⁄8" barrel but it fell short of that 
in revolvers. My Model 53 had a 6" barrel, and the 
highest velocity I recorded with factory ammuni-
tion or a handload consisting of 12.0 grs. of Hercules 
2400 behind the Hornady 40-gr. bullet was 1875 f.p.s. 
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are but two of several reasons why it failed to pass 
either military or civilian acceptance. On the posi-
tive side, manufacturing cost of the “throwaway 
launcher” was said to be less than a dollar, recoil 

was quite low and the report was more of a mild 
“whoosh” than a harsh “bang.” Those and a high 
“wow” factor for the 1960s was about all the Gyrojet 
system had going for it. 

Daisy/Heddon V/L Rifl e
The � rst successful attempt by an American at 

making ammunition with the propellant attached to 
the base of the bullet rather than enclosed by some 
type of case was the Rocket Ball patented by Walter 
Hunt in 1848. Variations of the idea later appeared 
from others, but the � rst one I shot was introduced 
in 1969 by Daisy/Heddon. Basically a piston-driven 
air ri� e designed to handle caseless ammunition, it 
was called the V/L in honor of its Belgian inventor, 
Jules Van Langenhoven. The ammunition consisted of 
a small propellant charge attached to the base of a 
29-gr., 0.224"-diameter lead bullet. Its muzzle velocity 
was 1150 f.p.s. 

Pulling a long lever housed in a slot at the bot-
tom of the fore-end of the ri� e compressed its spring 
and retracted the gas piston and cylinder, thereby 

exposing the chamber of the barrel. After a round 
was single-loaded directly into the chamber, push-
ing the lever moved the cylinder forward to seal off 
the breech end of the barrel while the piston was 
held back by the sear. Pulling the trigger allowed the 
piston to move forward, and the rapid compression of 
air increased its temperature to about 2,000 degrees. 
As the required level of pressure inside the cylinder 
was reached, a check valve at the front of the cylinder 
opened, allowing the super-heated air to enter the 
chamber and ignite the propellant. 

There were a few shortcomings. Removing a round 
from the chamber required either � ring it or opening 
the action, inserting a cleaning rod into the muzzle of 
the barrel and pushing it out. The ammunition dupli-
cated the performance of the high-velocity .22 Rim� re 
Short, yet it cost more than the more popular .22 Long 
Ri� e. At $29, the standard-grade ri� e with its plastic 
stock was considerably more expensive than single-
shot .22 rim� res from other companies and more 
than some repeaters. The Daisy/Heddon creation was 
interesting but, as sales would eventually prove, it had 
more things going against it than for it. 
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FAILED FIREARMS

Muzzle velocity in an 183⁄8" barrel was around 2200 
f.p.s. Failing to live up to its velocity billing may have 
been somewhat damaging, but poor case design 
proved to be a deadly stake through the heart of an 
otherwise �ne revolver. Rather than following Jim 
Harvey’s lead of minimum body taper, Remington 
and Smith & Wesson went in the opposite direc-
tion by giving the .22 Jet case extreme body taper. 
It never presented a problem to those of us who 
made sure no resizing lube remained on the cases 
of handloads and all trace of oil was removed from 

the chambers prior to �ring (cigarette lighter �uid 
worked �ne). Less aware Model 53 owners experi-
enced cases setting back in chambers hard enough 
to prevent cylinder rotation. 

Soon after the introduction of the .22 Jet, Dan 
Cotterman blew out the case to minimum body 
taper, gave it a sharp shoulder and called it .22 
Super Jet. Would the Model 53 have remained in 
production longer if it had been chambered for 
that cartridge or one similar to it? Your guess is as 
good as mine. 

Dardick Series 1500 Pistol and Carbine
The Dardick pistol was available commercially 

from 1954 to 1962. It was also tested rather exten-
sively by the U.S. Army for possible use in ri�es and 
machine guns. Patented by David Dardick, it was 
initially chambered for the .38 Dardick Special and 
best described as a 15-round, magazine-fed, double-
action revolver designed to use a triangular-shaped 
cartridge called a Tround. The case was made of 
a special plastic and, since the three chambers of 
the enclosed cylinder had open sides for cartridge 

feeding and case ejection, it had to be strong enough 
to contain the pressure of �ring. 

Pulling the trigger brings an external hammer to its 
cocked position. As the cylinder revolves, one cham-
ber positions a loaded round beneath the hammer, the 
second cylinder dumps the spent case of a previously 
�red round from the gun and the third cylinder picks 
up a fresh cartridge from a magazine located in the 
grip of the gun. 

The Dardick Series 1500 pistol was introduced 
at a price of $99.50 and came with interchangeable 
.38- and .22-cal. barrels. The extra barrel and cham-
ber inserts included with the gun along with a selec-
tor on its hammer enabled it to also use .22 Rim�re 
ammunition. Adaptors that allowed 9 mm Luger and 
.38 S&W to be used with the .38-cal. barrel were also 
announced. A carbine conversion unit with shoulder 
stock was also available. If ever there was a �rearm 
design answer to a question asked by no one, the 
Dardick was it. 

Remington EtronX Rifle
Built on a modi�ed version of the Model 700 action, 

the EtronX was born in 2000 and died quietly soon 
thereafter. In lieu of a spring-powered �ring pin, its 
bolt contains a ceramic-coated, metal electrode that 
makes contact with the special primer of a chambered 
round when the bolt is closed. The safety is a two- 
position switch, and, when turned on, it closes a cir-
cuit, allowing electrical current to �ow from a 9-volt 
battery stowed in the buttstock to the trigger. The 
trigger serves as a secondary switch and pulling it 

completes the circuit, allowing the current to reach the 
electrode, thereby igniting the priming compound.

The buttstock houses a computer sealed inside a 
waterproof container. A red indicator light located at 
the top of the grip communicates the status of the ri�e 
to its shooter. With the safety switch pushed to its “�re” 
position and a round in the chamber, the light burns 
steadily. The light goes off when the round is �red. If 
all is well with the system, the light comes back on 
with the chambering of the next round. Depending on 
ambient temperature, an alkaline battery lasts from 
1,500 to 2,000 �rings with a single �ash of the red light 
indicating only about 100 left. Two �ashes indicate the 
battery is too weak to �re the ri�e. Four �ashes indicate 

continued on p. 103
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Moose Utility Division batteries are pre-fi lled, 
sealed, charged and ready to go!  Spill-proof design 
and sulfation retardant.  Advanced lead-calcium 
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ock Island Armory can trace its roots to 
the early 1900s and a sporting goods 
store in the Philippines. A family busi-
ness since 1941, it has survived war-
time occupation, evolved into a major 

�rearm and ammunition manufacturer, grown to 
supply an international market and expanded 
its operation with several facilities in the United 
States. The Rock Island Armory brand is just 
one arm of the larger Arms Corporation of the 
Philippines, or Armscor, but it is representa-
tive of the �rm’s commitment to growth in the 
American market. Yet, despite likely producing 
more M1911s—America’s most-beloved pistol—
than any other �rm in the world, few Americans 
are familiar with the company or its story. It’s 
time all that changed.

The Rock Island Armory Story
From foreign shores to U.S. production, Rock Island Armory is a company with an intriguing 

history and heritage, but it also builds a comprehensive line of M1911 pistols 
to suit almost any need and budget.

BY JOSEPH L. KURTENBACH, Associate Editor

Dual
Citizenship
R

Photo courtesy of Armscor
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ROCK ISLAND ARMORY

From Foreign Shores
Looking back to 1905, Armscor began as Squires 

Bingham & Co. when the namesake pair of English 
expatriates opened a photo print shop in the heart of 
Manila. As the company expanded, so did its inven-
tory of general trade goods. Developing a reputation 
for selling the best selection of sporting long guns 
and ammunition, the company took on the moniker, 

“Sportsmen’s Headquarters.” By the 1930s, Squires 
had been purchased by an American, Arthur Hileman; 
but, as clouds of war gathered over the Paci� c, 
Hileman decided to liquidate his investment before 
the inevitable Japanese invasion of the Philippines. 
The company found a new owner in Celso Tuason. 
Martin Tuason, current president and CEO of Armscor 
describes his grandfather as a “born optimist,” and 
indeed he must have been. Sure enough, shortly after 

SHOOTING RESULTS (25 YDS.)
.45 ACP
CARTRIDGE

VEL. @ 15'
(F.P.S.)

ENERGY
(FT.-LBS.)

GROUP SIZE IN INCHES
SMALLEST   LARGEST   AVERAGE

ARMSCOR USA 
230-GR. FMJ

840 AVG.
12 SD

360 1.63 3.63 2.54

LIBERTY CIVIL 
DEFENSE 
78-GR. +P CHP

1981 AVG.
19 SD

680 1.31 3.75 2.15

WINCHESTER 
PDX1 
230-GR. BJHP

932 AVG.
12 SD

444 1.69 6.06 3.68

AVERAGE EXTREME SPREAD 2.79

ACCURACY RESULTS FROM FIVE CONSECUTIVE, FIVE-SHOT GROUPS FIRED AT 25 YDS. FROM 
A RANSOM REST. VELOCITIES AVERAGED FROM 10 SHOTS WITH AN OEHLER MODEL 36 
CHRONOGRAPH AT 15 FT. TEMPERATURE: 57° F. HUMIDITY: 24%. ABBREVIATIONS: BJHP 
(BONDED JACKETED HOLLOW POINT), CHP (COPPER HOLLOW POINT), FMJ (FULL METAL 
JACKET), SD (STANDARD DEVIATION).

ROCK ISLAND ARMORY 
1911 STANDARD G.I.
IMPORTER: ROCK ISLAND ARMORY 

(DEPT. AR), 150 N. SMART WAY, 
PAHRUMP, NV 89060; 
(775) 537-1444; 
ROCKISLANDARMORY.COM

ACTION TYPE: SEMI-AUTOMATIC, 
RECOIL-OPERATED CENTER-FIRE PISTOL

CALIBER: .45 ACP
SLIDE: PARKERIZED FORGED STEEL
SIGHTS: FIXED COMBAT-STYLE
FRAME: PARKERIZED CAST STEEL
TRIGGER: SINGLE-ACTION, 

4-LB., 7-OZ. PULL
MAGAZINE: DETACHABLE BOX; 

EIGHT-ROUND CAPACITY
BARREL LENGTH: 5" 
RIFLING: SIX-GROOVE, 1:16" RH 
OVERALL LENGTH: 8¾" 
WIDTH: 1¼"
HEIGHT: 5½"
WEIGHT: 39 OZS.
ACCESSORIES: HARD CASE, 

OWNER’S MANUAL
SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE: $550

Similar in function and appear-
ance to original military-issue 
M1911s, Rock Island Armory’s 1911 
Standard G.I. possesses all the 
classic features and components, 
including the low-profi le combat 
sights. Notable differences, though, 
include smooth hardwood stocks, 
an enlarged ejection port and its 
eight-round-capacity magazine.
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acquiring Squires Bingham, Tuason had his inven-
tory of � rearms and ammunition con� scated by the 
Japanese during their occupation of the islands during 
World War II. The company survived the war by trad-
ing in clothing and haberdashery.

In the years following the war, Squires Bingham & 
Co. worked to rebuild its business as the Philippines—
and many other countries, for that matter—worked to 
rebuild its national economy. The country’s focus on 
industrialization was in line with Celso Tuason’s vision 
of expanding into the manufacture of his company’s 
most popular goods; namely, � rearms and ammunition. 
Squires Bingham Mfg., Inc., was born, prospered and, in 
1965, was handed on to Celso’s three sons, the second 
generation of Tuason leadership. In 1980, under the 
overall guidance of Demetrio “Bolo” Tuason, the � rearm 
manufacturer was aptly renamed Arms Corporation of 
the Philippines, and within � ve years it had opened its 
� rst of� ces in the United States and acquired the Rock 
Island Armory brand, a name loosely resembling that 
of the Illinois military arsenal that began manufacturing 
Spring� eld Model 1903 ri� es prior to World War I. 

Since manufacturing began, Armscor has produced 
ri� es, shotguns, semi-automatic pistols and revolvers. 
No products, however, have enjoyed more success than 
its .45-cal. M1911s. The post-war Philippines embraced 
the classic American sidearm, and the strong domes-
tic demand fueled production and helped grow the 
business in the international arena. Today, Armscor 
products are available in around 60 countries, and 
through the years it has also produced guns for myriad 
other companies—STI Spartan, Auto-Ordnance and 
High Standard, to name a few—as well as American 
and international distributors to sell under their own 
brands. In this way, and somewhat unof� cially, Armscor 
grew to become the largest producer of M1911 pistols 
in the world, and remains so today.

Philosophy, U.S. Production 
And Branding

At a 2012 writers conference in Florida, Martin 
Tuason—current Armscor president and CEO, and 
the third generation to helm the company—gave a 
presentation that has stayed with me and served as the catalyst for this article. He described himself 

as a son of two countries, the Philippines and the 
United States. His relationship with the Philippines 
was based on his heritage and his roots. It’s where 
he and his family trace their beginnings and where 
the company his family built, and that his grandfather 
and father have passed down, was begun. There is no 
separating family and business for the Tuasons, each 
serves to support and grow the other. Likewise, there 
is no separating Armscor from the Philippines;the 
country is the home for the company, its base of 
operations, and the � rm is a major employer and 

Armscor USA Ammunition

Armscor has long been in the ammunition business, but 
it was not prevalent on the U.S. market or domesti-
cally produced until the 2011 opening of Armscor 

USA’s Stevensville, Mont., plant. Being sound business folks, 
Armscor USA focused production on calibers and cartridges 
that correspond to Rock Island Armory’s fi rearm offerings. 
Luckily for consumers, the selection is diverse and spans the 
rimfi re, center-fi re pistol and center-fi re rifl e categories.

In the realm of rimfi res, Armscor USA produces three types 
of .22 Long Rifl e ammunition based on velocity—standard, 
subsonic and high—as well as a .22 WMR cartridge. For 
center-fi re pistol ammunition, the company offers training-
style loads in .22 TCM—a proprietary bottleneck center-fi re 
cartridge capable of velocities greater than 2000 f.p.s. from a 
5" barrel—9 mm Luger, .357 Mag., .38 Spl., .380 ACP, .38 Super, 
10 mm Auto, .40 S&W and .45 ACP. Rounding out the line are 
center-fi re rifl e cartridges in .223 Rem. and .30 Carbine.

If the U.S. economy existed within a vacuum, all of the 
aforementioned loads would be in full production and readily 
available at every local distributor. Unfortunately, Armscor 
USA, like all ammunition manufacturers, has had to prioritize 
production in order to meet the challenges brought on by the 
lingering nationwide ammunition shortage. What this means 
for consumers is that ammunition availability could be hit-or-
miss. Armscor USA invested heavily in new equipment last 
year, in order to increase production and meet demand. Even 
so, specifi c loads in certain regions could be hard to fi nd.

For this article, I was able to test extensively the Armscor 
USA 180-gr. 10 mm Auto and the 230-gr. .45 ACP—both full 
metal jacket loads. Data is published on p. 78 and 80, but in 
summary, both exceeded expectations, producing good accu-
racy for standard training cartridges, and achieving velocities 
that were consistent with similar products.

—JOSEPH L. KURTENBACH

presentation that has stayed with me and served as 

ROCK ISLAND ARMORY 
1911 STANDARD G.I.
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ROCK ISLAND ARMORY

has been a contributing force in driving the nation’s 
industry since the end of World War II.

America, on the other hand, offers new opportuni-
ties for growth and prosperity. It may be cliché, but the 
American Dream still exists and, in hearing Tuason 
speak, it is clearly alive and well in him. He believes that 
expansion in the U.S. market is essential for the future of 
his family and business. A great admirer of the American 

workforce, he cited a strong work ethic, pride and atten-
tion to detail as hallmarks of his U.S. employees that are 
simply not as prevalent in other populations. He also 
expressed grave concern over political threats to our 
Second Amendment freedoms, freedoms that Tuason 
knows all too well are not guaranteed in other countries. 
He was adamant about defending those rights, and has 

SHOOTING RESULTS (25 YDS.)
10 MM AUTO 
CARTRIDGE

VEL. @ 15'
(F.P.S.)

ENERGY
(FT.-LBS.)

GROUP SIZE IN INCHES
SMALLEST   LARGEST   AVERAGE

ARMSCOR  
180-GR. FMJ

1117 AVG.
25 SD

499 0.69 3.38 2.36

FEDERAL 
PREMIUM VITAL 
SHOK  
180-GR. TB JSP

1230 AVG.
15 SD

605 1.94 4.69 3.28

HORNDAY 
CRITICAL 
DEFENSE  
165-GR. FTX

1235 AVG.
13 SD

559 0.75 2.63 1.86

AVERAGE EXTREME SPREAD 2.50

ACCURACY RESULTS FROM FIVE CONSECUTIVE, FIVE-SHOT GROUPS FIRED AT 25 YDS. FROM SANDBAGS. 
VELOCITIES AVERAGED FROM 10 SHOTS WITH AN OEHLER  MODEL 36 CHRONOGRAPH AT 15 FT. 
TEMPERATURE: 73° F. HUMIDITY: 11%. ABBREVIATIONS: FMJ (FULL METAL JACKET), FTX (FLEX 
TIP EXPANDING), SD (STANDARD DEVIATION), TB JSP (TROPHY BONDED JACKETED SOFT POINT).

ROCK ISLAND ARMORY 
1911 TACTICAL II
IMPORTER: ROCK ISLAND ARMORY 

(DEPT. AR), 150 N. SMART WAY, 
PAHRUMP, NV 89060;  
(775) 537-1444;  
ROCKISLANDARMORY.COM

ACTION TYPE: SEMI-AUTOMATIC, RECOIL-
OPERATED CENTER-FIRE PISTOL

CALIBER: 10 MM AUTO
SLIDE: PARKERIZED FORGED STEEL
SIGHTS: ORANGE FIBER-OPTIC FRONT, 

FULLY-ADJUSTABLE REAR
FRAME: PARKERIZED CAST STEEL
TRIGGER: SINGLE-ACTION,  

6-LB., 6-OZ. PULL
MAGAZINE: DETACHABLE BOX;  

EIGHT-ROUND CAPACITY
BARREL LENGTH: 5"
RIFLING: SIX-GROOVE, 1:16" RH
OVERALL LENGTH: 89⁄16" 
WIDTH: 1¼"
HEIGHT: 5¾"
WEIGHT: 43 OZS.
ACCESSORIES: HARD CASE,  

OWNER’S MANUAL
SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE: $737

A modern interpretation of the 
M1911, the 10 mm Tactical II pos-
sesses competition-style sights—
fiber-optic front and fully-adjustable 
rear—a flared magazine well, 
aggressively-textured G10 stocks 
and a full-length guide rod. The latter 
necessitates the use of a paperclip to 
retain the spring during disassembly.

continued on p. 120
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“The World’s Oldest And Largest Firearm Authority” recognizes 
seven recipients of the 12th NRA Publications Division’s Golden 
Bullseye Awards, which annually honor the fi rearm industry’s most 
innovative new products and a prominent individual.

BY AMERICAN RIFLEMAN STAFF
merica’s � rearm 
industry is a vibrant 
and essential one that is 
dedicated to fostering 
our country’s unique 

heritage of individual rights. Each 
year, as it endures inevitable politi-
cal and economic obstacles, it over-
comes, producing a raft of innovative 
products for the armed citizen, sport 
shooter and hunter alike. Of those, a 
few stand out as extraordinary.

“We are honored that the 
Golden Bullseye Award has come 
to be regarded as the pinnacle 
of recognition for manufacturing 
excellence, design innovation and 
consumer value within the � rearm 
industry,” said NRA Publications 
Executive Director Doug Hamlin. 
“Whether in guns, optics, ammu-
nition or accessories, this year’s 
outstanding offerings have been 
selected by our editorial staff to 

represent the � nest efforts by our 
colleagues in the shooting and 
hunting industry on behalf of NRA 
members and other consumers. 
Now it is our honor to recognize the 
winners through the awards and 
with our sincerest congratulations.”

For the editors of American 
Ri� eman, NRA’s original Of� cial 
Journal with 2.2 million readers, the 
Golden Bullseye Awards represent 
an opportunity to identify excel-
lence in quality and innovation. And 
with only seven categories avail-
able, the awards also represent no 
small measure of exclusivity.

According to the of� cial criteria, 
“To qualify for consideration for a 
Golden Bullseye Award, the prod-
uct must have been: recently intro-
duced and available to consumers 
prior to  the selection of the Golden 
Bullseye Awards; used/tested by a 
staff member or regular contributor 

to the magazine and/or af� liated 
media; reliable in the � eld, meet-
ing or exceeding the evaluator’s 
expectations; innovative in design 
and function; readily perceived as 
a value to the purchaser; and styled 
in a manner be� tting the shooting 
and hunting industry and, perhaps 
more importantly, its enthusiasts.”

Following is a brief recount-
ing of the merits and attributes of 
each of the winners as distilled 
from their original coverage in 
American Ri� eman during the past 
year. Also included is a glimpse 
into the life of this year’s remark-
able Golden Bullseye Pioneer.

NRA Publications will present 
its annual Golden Bullseye Awards 
and Golden Bullseye Pioneer 
Award at an invitation-only break-
fast during the 2014 NRA Annual 
Meetings & Exhibits, April 25-27, in 
Indianapolis, Ind.

The 2014American
Rifl emanGolden Bullseye

 Awards

merica’s � rearm 
industry is a vibrant 
and essential one that is 
dedicated to fostering 
our country’s unique 

heritage of individual rights. Each 

A

Photos by Forrest MacCormack
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Rifl e Of The Year
When it comes to ri� es, our staff can be more than 

a bit opinionated, so rarely do the candidates garner 
universal acknowledgement as to their signi� cance 
in disrupting the status quo. One that did was cov-
ered in a feature by Senior Executive Editor Brian 
Sheetz: the Tavor SAR (June 2013, p. 60). A joint effort 
between Israel Weapon Industries and its subsidiary, 
IWI US, the Tavor is a 5.56x45 mm NATO bullpup 
then new to the U.S. commercial market. It has since 

established itself as a desirable and notable force 
in the highly competitive marketplace for semi-
automatic self-defense ri� es. Based on its select-� re 
sire, which has a decade-long military track record 
defending the nation of Israel, the Tavor SAR’s well-
thought-out design and robust construction came as 
no surprise. Once it was thoroughly examined and 
tested, it won over even those among us who have 
more traditional tastes in military-style ri� es. And 
it wasn’t as though the gun’s bullpup format was its 
singular calling card. It also boasted the ability to 
be con� gured for right- or left-handed users and is 
adaptable to other chamberings by way of conver-
sion kits—of which the 9 mm Luger variant has since 
become available.

Sheetz wrote, “For those interested in modern 
semi-automatic arms, particularly arms with a military 
pedigree and, even more speci� cally, those of bullpup 
design, the Tavor SAR represents a breakthrough.” 
Other editors agreed, naming the Tavor SAR our Ri� e 
Of The Year.

Accessory Of The Year
In his “Editor’s Choice Product Preview” on the Otis B.O.N.E. Tool (May 2013, p. 32), 

American Ri� eman Associate Editor and U.S. Army veteran Joseph L. Kurtenbach said, 
“I’ve seen young soldiers take knives to their ri� es’ bolt assemblies, trying to scratch 
off the tough, caked-on carbon. It made me cringe a bit … .” That’s why he was so keen 
to write about an ingeniously simple solution to the problem. Not much larger than an 
AA battery, the all-steel, CNC-machined B.O.N.E. Tool is the � rst such device designed 
speci� cally to clean the bolt assembly components of AR-style ri� es. Not only does it 
remove carbon from the bolt, bolt carrier and � ring pin, it acts as a T-handle for clean-
ing rods. Given its effectiveness, lifetime guarantee and $25 price, Kurtenbach said, 
“It is my hope they become standard-issue among military and law enforcement.” The 
other editors couldn’t have agreed more, making the Otis B.O.N.E. Tool our unanimous 
choice for Accessory Of The Year.
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Shotgun Of The Year
Our “Dope Bag” review of Weatherby’s SA-08 

Deluxe 28-ga. shotgun (January 2014, p. 92) illus-
trated why the American icon’s well-proven formula 
of partnering with other manufacturing entities has 
been so successful through the years. The � rm’s 
Turkish-manufactured SA-08 Deluxe 28-ga. turned out 
to be easy on the eyes and a delight in the � eld. The 
gun, which weighs less than 6 lbs., displayed both 
old-world craftsmanship, with its hand-cut 22-l.p.i. 
checkering, and modern CNC precision working in 

concert to produce an attractive, trouble-free platform 
for the advanced shotgunner or beginner alike. With 
its simple and proven locking system, easily swapped 
gas pistons for light or heavy loads, and straightfor-
ward disassembly for cleaning, the SA-08 won our 
praise and affection.

“Shooting any 28 gauge is a pleasure, and the 
SA-08 is no exception. The gun’s minimal recoil, 
light weight, and svelte shape, combined with the 28 
gauge’s excellent ballistics, make this a great choice 
for grouse, bobwhites, game farm pheasants and, 
surely, a youngster’s � rst gun.”

With such accolades from the testers in mind, and 
given the gun’s top-notch appearance, manufacturing 
quality and reasonable price, it’s no wonder that the 
entire staff found no cause for disagreement in nam-
ing the Weatherby SA-08 Shotgun Of The Year. 

Ammunition Product Of The Year
Innovation was literally on full display when 

Editorial Director John Zent covered Winchester 
Ammunition’s TrAAcker load, a 12-ga., 2¾" shell 
with 11⁄8-oz. of No. 7 or 8 high-antimony lead shot 
and a special high-visibility wad (October 2013, 
p. 70). The shell was designed to provide a visual 
marker of precisely where the shot string travels on 
its way to the target. After recounting the long and 

checkered history of tracer shotshells, Zent relayed 
how Winchester had started with its world-standard 
AA load and, incorporating an independent innova-
tor’s design, reconceived its wad. Using both orange 
and black wads for different backdrops—blue sky 
versus forest, for example—Winchester incorporated 
a “shot trap” that causes a percentage of the shot 
to stay with the wad, allowing it to track along with 
the main string and thereby indicate its path. “In my 
limited use, TrAAckers proved both fun and informa-
tive, clearly answering the ‘how-did-I-miss’ questions.” 
While noting that the new shells are not a panacea 
for the myriad errors that shooters can commit or a 
replacement for proper mount, footwork, cheekweld 
and swing, Zent nonetheless praised the TrAAcker 
concept for being “darn ingenious” adding, “For the 
prospect of learning how to break more clays and 
put more birds in the game bag, we expect [$1.25 
more per box than standard AA shells] is a price 
many new and veteran shotgunners will be willing to 
pay.” We concurred, and, having seen the light as it 
were, named the Winchester TrAAcker shotshells our 
Ammunition Product Of The Year.
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Tactical Gun Of The Year
A “Dope Bag” review of the Kimber 8400 Patrol 

Ri� e (May 2013, p. 102) noted that the renowned 
maker of classic hunting ri� es faced a series of deci-
sions in bringing to market a compact patrol ri� e that 
would live up to its reputation. Fortunately for Kimber, 
creating the 8400 Patrol was more about adapting an 
already excellent platform rather than starting from 
scratch. The gun’s bull-pro� le 20" barrel, with longi-
tudinal � uting and a deeply recessed crown, proved 
to preserve all necessary velocity and wring out all 
attendant accuracy for a ri� e that might be called 
upon to make a life-saving shot. Thoughtful touches, 
such as pillar and glass bedding of the black-epoxy-
� nished laminated wood stock, the oversize, tapered 
bolt handle knob and dual QD studs on the fore-end 

to allow simultaneous but separate use of a bipod and 
sling made the Kimber stand out. Of course, when the 
gun produced � ve-shot groups with .308 Win. match 
ammunition at 100 yds. as small as 1/2", we knew that 
the details that really counted—the machining of its 
chamber and barrel and the lockup of its bolt—had 
been expertly executed. “In the � nal analysis,” we 
wrote, “evaluators were very impressed by the Kimber 
8400 Patrol’s quality, accuracy, and utilitarianism. The 
company is well suited to apply its knowledge and 
manufacturing skill to create a purpose-built duty ri� e 
capable of life-saving accuracy and rugged enough 
for life on the beat.” Such plurality of praise was con-
sidered more than enough reason to name the Kimber 
8400 Patrol our Tactical Gun Of The Year.    

Optic Of The Year
In another “Dope Bag” review, this one of 

the Leupold 1.25-4X 20 mm VX-R Patrol ri� e-
scope (March 2013, p. 90), we noted the recent 
proliferation of variable-power, tactical-style optics for 
the AR ri� e platform that allowed for quick CQB-type 
use along with precision shooting out to moderately 
long ranges. We were not surprised that Leupold was 
at the forefront of such a trend and noted that much 
of its proprietary technology, such as Index Matched 
lenses, Diamond Coat anti-scratch lens coatings and 
the FireDot SPR reticle, was incorporated into the VX-R 
patrol. We ran the scope through the wringer, shooting 
it in conditions and situations under which 3-gunners 
and law enforcement and military users would expect 
it to perform � awlessly. And it did. “Scope zero did 
not shift with changes in magni� cation, and prolonged 
immersion in water produced no leakage or fogging. 
Brightness, resolution, clarity and color � delity all 

appeared excellent.” Further we validated Leupold’s 
claim that the FireDot SPR reticle was “daylight capa-
ble.” Finally, we said the VX-R Patrol “represents a good 
value, as in features and quality it compares well to 
scopes costing considerably more.” For all those rea-
sons, we named the 1.25-4X 20 mm VX-R Patrol ri� e-
scope from Leupold as our Optic Of The Year.
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Handgun Of The Year
When Field Editor Wiley Clapp evaluated Kimber’s 

Master Carry pistols (September 2013, p. 60), he stated 
that no company offered as extensive an array of 
special-featured M1911-style pistols as Kimber. With 

its upscale Master Series, the company’s 3"- 4"- and 
5"-barreled models upped the ante even further, add-
ing Crimson Trace Master Series Lasergrips of G10 
laminate that integrate that company’s well-designed 
red laser and front activation switch. Common features 
such as a contrasting dull black and non-re� ective 
silver � nishes, Meprolight sights with tritium highlights 
in Kimber’s Tactical Wedge design, full-length guide 
rods and elongated ring hammers make the Master 
Series a family. On the other hand, individual features, 
from the full-size Custom’s forward slide serrations to 
the Commander-size Pro’s bobbed tail to the Ultra’s 
minimalist, yet functional, grip frame height, make the 
line size-speci� c and a re� ection of the company’s 
extensive experience with a tried-and-true platform.

In testing, “The guns did their part very well,” 
Clapp wrote, noting only “one malfunction … traced 
to an aftermarket magazine of dubious pedigree.” Not 
only did the guns function well, they were accurate, 
too. “The average group size [at 25 yds.] for all three 
pistols was 2.15", but the Ultra averaged 2.80", the Pro 
was 2.02" and the Custom was 1.65". That is excellent 
performance,” Clapp wrote. We agreed and, because 
Ri� eman staffers are, to a man, fans of the M1911, we 
believed that Kimber’s Master Carry pistols were 
quite deserving of the title Handgun Of The Year.

Golden Bullseye Pioneer Award Winner
—Frank R. Brownell III, Chairman Of The Board Of Brownells, Inc.

What began as a gunsmithing hobby 
for Bob Brownell, Frank’s father, in the 
1920s and ’30s, soon became a success-
ful part-time business. Realizing that 
quality gunsmithing tools and supplies 
were not readily available, Bob saw 
a need and decided to � ll it. The � rst 
Brownells catalog, Number One, was 
sent to customers in 1947. By 1951, 
Bob closed the gunsmithing shop and 
concentrated full-time on providing 
quality supplies to gunsmiths across 
the country.

Frank Brownell, Bob’s son, was born 
in 1939, the year the company was 
founded. He started with the company as a young 
boy and, after a few years in the U.S. Navy, returned 
to work side-by-side with his father, growing the 

company into the undisputed leader 
in the gunsmithing supply business, 
while also branching out into the gun 
parts market.

Frank became president/chief execu-
tive of� cer in 1987 and, in 1991, chairman/
chief executive of� cer. With more than 
50 years in the family business, he now 
serves as chairman of the board. Under 
his leadership, Brownells evolved into 
“The World’s Largest Supplier of Firearms 
Accessories and Gunsmithing Tools,” 
providing legendary quality customer 
care that continues to this day. Frank is a 
long-time supporter of and participant in 

the � rearm industry, the National Ri� e Association and 
The NRA Foundation, as well as many civic groups in 
Montezuma, Iowa.
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OUTDOOR SHOW

For decades, the city of Harrisburg, Pa., has hosted an outdoor sports show 
that has served as a virtual Mecca for millions of hunters, � shers, hikers, 

campers and general outdoor enthusiasts. After a one-year hiatus in 2013, the 
NRA moved in with its own version of what an outdoor show should be, and the 

“Harrisburg show” is now known as the Great American Outdoor Show.
Make no mistake: This is no mere “gun show.” In February, more than 1,100 

exhibitors spread across approximately 650,000 sq.-ft. of space in Harrisburg’s 
Pennsylvania Farm Show Complex, enticing nearly 200,000 attendees to brave 
the cold and snow to be part of this one-of-a-kind experience. 

“It’s not just the sheer scale of this show that sets it apart,” said Kyle 
Weaver, Executive Director of NRA’s General Operations. “There’s 

really no other outdoor show like it in the world.”
Part of the distinction is found in the variety of wares on display: 
The Great American Outdoor Show features “everything outdoors” 

from � rearms to � shing gear to boats and RVs to hunting out� t-
ters and taxidermists … everything you can imagine, and 

quite a few things you can’t. There was a concert, seminars 
led by celebrity experts and TV hosts, contests and sur-

prises around every corner in the sprawling complex. 
This unique event attracts entire extended families 

who trek in together from all over the eastern 
half of the United States to share their love for 

the outdoors. Here’s why you should do the 
same in 2015.

By NRA Staff
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Each sprawling exhibition hall featured a different aspect of the 
outdoor lifestyle. One hall was devoted exclusively to boats and 
RVs, one to fishing, one to outdoor accessories, as well as guides 
and outfitters. With so much to see, many families returned mul-
tiple days to make sure they didn’t miss anything.

The Wall of Guns, below, was one event 
open during all show hours. The raffle offers 
anyone the chance to win any of the guns in 
the case. Attendees purchased a $20 ticket 
for their chance; each time 100 tickets were 
sold, volunteers chose a name to produce a 
winner. (Naturally, the guns need to be trans-
ferred to an FFL in the winner’s home state, 
and local restrictions apply.)

One NRA innova-
tion was the new 

Shooting Sports Hall, 
where dozens of 

firearm and shooting 
accessory compa-

nies were grouped 
together. Veterans 
of previous shows 

were excited to note 
how many displays 

appeared for the 
first time, providing 

attendees with a first 
peek at brand-new 

products introduced 
this year.
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The Great American Outdoor Show was offi cially opened by Pennsylvania lead-
ers and NRA offi cers at the ribbon cutting ceremony including, from left: Hershey 
Harrisburg Regional Visitors Bureau President Mary Smith; NRA Past President 
David Keene; NRA First Vice President Alan Cors; NRA President James W. Porter II; 
Pennsylvania Gov. Thomas Corbett; Dauphin County Commissioner Jeff Haste; and 
NRA Second Vice President Pete Brownell.

The fi nal Saturday eve-
ning capped the show 
with an NRA Country 
concert to remember 

as 5,000 dedicated 
country music fans 

fi lled the Large Arena 
to see Brantley Gilbert, 
the reigning ACM New 
Male Artist of the Year. 

Gilbert’s dad gave him a 
.22 rifl e when he was 5 

years old, and he hasn’t 
stopped hunting since—

at least, when he’s not 
traveling the country 

singing to enthusiastic 
crowds. While on his 

current “Hell on Wheels” 
tour, the 29-year-old 

singer-songwriter did not 
hesitate to take the gig 
at the Great American 

Outdoor Show on short 
notice because of his 

affi nity for the NRA 
Country brand. 

One entire hall was given over to a 3-D archery competition. The challenge was 
broken into different classes based on age and ability. Daily high scorers in each 
class competed in the fi nals, held the last weekend of the show. The 30-shot course 
took about an hour and a half to complete. The range stored archery tackle on site, 
so competitors could enjoy the show. The NRA Great American Whitetails collection, 
above right, drew admirers, as it does wherever it’s displayed.

SPONSORED BY
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In 1864, more and more 
repeating rifles—Spencers 
and “sixteen shooter” 
Henrys—made their way into 
Union units. The South was 
being overwhelmed by superior 
numbers and firepower. If 1863 
was the year of the rifle-
musket in America’s bloody 
Civil War, then 1864 was the 
year of the repeater.

BY JOSEPH G. BILBY

y mid-July 1864, after 
two and a half months 
of desperate �ghting, 
the Confederate Army 
of Tennessee had been 

pushed from northern Georgia 
to the outskirts of Atlanta by Maj. 
Gen. William T. Sherman’s Union 
forces. In a risky attempt to break 
the developing siege of the city, 
Confederate Lt. Gen. John B. Hood 
withdrew men from Atlanta’s 
defensive lines and launched a 
series of assaults on Sherman’s 
enveloping army. Hood’s July 20 
attack at Peach Tree Creek failed, 
but two days later his gambit 
seemed on the verge of success, as 
the Rebels broke through Yankee 
lines and, in the process, killed 
Maj. Gen. James B. McPherson.

“Allatoona Pass” by Don Troiani; courtesy of Historical Art Prints  (Dept. AR), 
P.O. Box  660, Southbury, CT 06488; (203) 262-6680; historicalartprints.com

B
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When victorious Confederates 
surged into the Federal rear, however, 
they encountered stiffening resis-
tance from Union units, including 
the 66th Illinois Infantry, a regiment 
with a large number of Henry .44-cal. 
repeating ri�es in its ranks. Private 
Prosper Bowe of the 66th recalled 
that: “We started our [Henry] sixteen-
shooters to work. The �rst column 
in front of us nearly all fell at the �rst 
two or three volleys.” The “sixteen 
shooters” helped win the day, driving 
the Confederates from the �eld. The 
Rebel retreat proved timely for the 
rapid-�ring Yankees, however, since 
they had begun to run out of ammu-
nition. General Hood ultimately 
failed in his attempt to lift the siege 
of Atlanta, arguably at least partially 
due to the “sixteen shooters.” The 
city was doomed, and with it, the 
Confederacy.

On Sept. 19, 1864, at Winchester, 
Va., Union Maj. Gen. Philip Sheridan 
launched his campaign to drive 
Confederate Gen. Jubal Early 
out of the Shenandoah Valley. As 
Sheridan’s army advanced, Brig. 
Gen. Cullen A. Battle’s Alabama bri-
gade counterattacked and, exploit-
ing a gap between two corps, 
precipitated a retreat all along the 

THE GUNS OF 1864

On July 22, 1864, as depicted in Don Troiani’s “Degress’ Battery,” men 
of the 66th Illinois Volunteers used their lever-action Henrys to repel 

Gen. Hardee’s Confederate Corps outside Atlanta. This Henry (above and 
above l.) was used at the Battles of Atlanta and Dallas by Pvt. Yerrington 
of Co. D, 66th Illinois Volunteers. Inscribed to the 7th Illinois’ F.D. Orcutt, 

another Henry (above, r.) was used at the Battle of Allatoona. 

Sixth Army Corps front. The First 
New Jersey Brigade’s �ghting with-
drawal held off the Rebels and then 
the Jerseymen were relieved by the 
37th Massachusetts Infantry, a regi-
ment recently re-armed with seven-
shot Spencer repeating ri�es, 
and the Bay State boys let loose 
a blizzard of bullets, slowing the 
Confederate advance. This, coupled 

Photos courtesy of historicalimagebank.com  
“Degress’ Battery” by Don Troiani; courtesy of historicalartprints.com
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with confusion caused by the death 
of Confederate Maj. Gen. Robert 
Rodes and a �ank attack conducted 
by Brig. Gen. Emory Upton, halted 
the Rebels. The Massachusetts men, 
like their Illinois brothers in arms 
to the west, ran low on ammunition. 
They took to ground under a heavy 
�re of Confederate musketry until 
soldiers from the 2nd Rhode Island 
Infantry �lled their pockets with 
Spencer .56-56-cal. cartridges and 
ran the ammunition up to the 37th. 
The Yankees went on to win the 
day, and Col. Elisha Hunt Rhodes of 
the 2nd was so impressed that he 
carried a Spencer carbine as his 
personal arm for the rest of the war. 

If 1863 was the year of the ri�e-
musket, when the major armies 
of North and South were �nally 

completely armed with the stan-
dard “modern” infantry arms of the 
day, 1864 could be called the year 
of the repeating ri�e, as increas-
ing numbers of Spencer and, to a 
more limited extent, Henry repeat-
ers drew notice in the �eld. These 
revolutionary breech-loading arms 
�red self-contained copper rim�re 
cartridges, with primer, powder 
and bullet all in one sturdy water-
resistant package. The South did 
not have the industrial capacity to 
make its own repeaters or ammu-
nition for them, and, although 
captured Spencers and Henrys 
began to appear in Rebel ranks 
as the year wore on, Confederate 
combat use of captured repeating 
ri�es, unlike ri�e-muskets or even 

By 1864, most of the troops in Gen. Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern 
Virginia, such as this soldier in the 2nd Maryland Infantry, were armed with 
either .577-cal. Enfield or .58-cal. Springfield rifle-muskets. Sniping became 
more common and, on the rebel side, the .450-cal. Whitworth, sometimes 
with a side-mounted Davidson scope (above, l.), was the prized arm.   

Sharps carbines, was dependant 
on a supply of captured cartridges.

The heavy �ghting on all fronts 
that brought the repeating ri�e 
to the foreground in the summer 
of 1864 originated in President 
Abraham Lincoln’s promotion 
of Ulysses S. Grant, the victor at 
Vicksburg and Chattanooga, to 
lieutenant general and command 
of all Union ground forces. Leaders 
of the North and South realized that 
1864 would be a crucial year, as 
the hopes of the Confederacy were 
largely pinned on a war-weary 
Union replacing Lincoln with a 

president amenable to a negoti-
ated settlement. Such an election 
outcome would likely depend on 
the success or failure of federal 
armies in the �eld. 

That spring Grant ordered 
a multi-pronged offensive and 
personally accompanied Maj. 
Gen. George G. Meade’s Army 
of the Potomac in its drive south 
on Richmond, while his ablest 
lieutenant, “Uncle Billy” Sherman, 
marched on Atlanta and smaller 
armies advanced on other 
fronts. Grant realized that the 
Confederate ability to transfer 

“2nd Maryland Infantry, C.S.A., 1864” by Don Troiani; 
courtesy of historicalartprints.com

Rifle courtesy of the Emo Phillips collection
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THE GUNS OF 1864

forces from Virginia to Georgia 
was responsible for Gen. Braxton 
Bragg’s victory at Chickamauga 
the previous September, and he 
hoped to avoid a repetition by 
applying pressure at as many 
points as possible. 

In the event, the lesser cam-
paigns did not accomplish much, 
but the main Union armies were 
quickly locked in combat with 
Gen. Robert E. Lee’s Army of 
Northern Virginia and Gen. Joseph 
E. Johnston’s Army of Tennessee. 
Sherman’s task proved somewhat 
easier as he had more maneuver 
room in the west than Grant and 
Meade did in the east, hemmed 

in between the Blue Ridge 
Mountains and the sea in the 
advance on Richmond.

The Union armies of 1864, as 
well as their Confederate oppo-
nents, were better armed than 
they had been since the beginning 
of the con� ict. Almost all of the 
infantrymen of the opposing Army 
of Northern Virginia and Army of 
the Potomac were equipped with 
ri� ed arms, mostly in caliber .58 
Spring� eld or .577 En� eld patterns, 
although an April ordnance report 
from Battles’ Brigade reveals a num-
ber of .54-cal. arms, either Austrian 
Lorenz imports or older U.S. Model 
1841 ri� es still in service. There 
were a few smoothbore muskets in 
the hands of Union troops, such as 
the New York regiments of the Irish 
Brigade and the 12th New Jersey 

Confederate cavalry-
men (below, l.) relied 
on multiple revolvers 
for fi repower. In 1864, 
Union troops retrieved 
36 sixguns from the bod-
ies of six dead Missouri 
guerillas. Union fi re-
power was provided by 
repeating arms such 
as the Spencer rifl e (r.). 
Firing self-contained 
.56-56 cartridges, 
Spencer rifl es pro-
duced devastating 
fi repower in several key 
engagements.  

continued on p. 112

“Quantrill’s Guerrillas” by Don Troiani; courtesy of historicalartprints.com; Rifl e courtesy of NRAmuseum.org
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Long known—and particularly 
renowned—for its bolt-action 
ri� es chambered for high-

velocity cartridges, Weatherby 
has, since the 1970s, attended to 
the needs of the budget-conscious 
shooter with its value-priced 
Vanguard line. It launched a second 
series of Vanguard ri� es in 2011, 
and among 2013’s additions to the 
revamped Vanguard was a light-
weight reintroduction of a model 
for which hunters from mountainous 
regions clamored: the Back Country.

Tipping the scales at 6 lbs., 
12 ozs., the Vanguard Series 2 Back 
Country is Weatherby’s answer 
for hunters who don’t necessarily 
have wallets as big as the game 
animals they dream of pursuing. 
Though it stands out as one of the 
costlier ri� es among the Vanguard 
line, Weatherby has pitched the 
Back Country with claims that few 
companies would stake on a ri� e in 
a “value-priced” line.

The Back Country, like every 
ri� e in the Vanguard Series 2 line, 

ships with a guarantee of three-
shot sub-m.o.a. accuracy at 
100 yds. when used with speci� ed 
Weatherby factory or premium 
ammunition. Among the other 
“standard” features that it inher-
its from its line, the Back Country 
includes a pillar-bedded stock 
and a two-stage trigger. As with all 
Vanguards, it’s built on an action 
produced for Weatherby by Japan-
based Howa. The push-feed design 
is largely a copy of the discontin-
ued Sako L61R action.

Among the features that dif-
ferentiate the Back Country from 
its Vanguard brethren are its 
Pachmayr Decelerator recoil pad 
and Cerakote Tactical Grey � nish 
on all of the ri� e’s exposed met-
alwork. The Pachmayr keeps the 
lightweight ri� e from beating on its 
operator, and the Cerakote � nish 
provides the additional protec-
tion that rugged hunting grounds 
typically call for. It’s more resis-
tant to corrosion, chemicals and 
scratches—although scratching the 

Back Country isn’t impossible. The 
ri� e’s Monte Carlo composite stock 
features spiderweb accents, giving 
it a sharp, eye-catching look.

A Back Country owner that’s 
dedicated to creating a true light-
as-possible con� guration will � nd 
assistance in the form of some of 
Weatherby’s series-speci� c acces-
sories. The ri� e’s standard hinged 
� oorplate can be swapped out for 
the company’s Detachable Box 
Magazine Kit, a Vanguard-speci� c 
accessory that supports the 
.270 Win. and .30-’06 Sprg. variations 
of the Back Country. The kit replaces 
the � oorplate, spring and trigger 
guard with a three-round-capacity 
detachable-box magazine that can 
shave up to 4 ozs. from selected 
models. The magazine kit is avail-
able directly from Weatherby, and 
lists at less than $100.

For testing, the Back Country 
was topped with a Burris 4-16X 
44 mm ri� escope and settled 
on a benchrest for stability. The 
three loads used for evaluation 

WEATHERBY VANGUARD 
SERIES 2 BACK COUNTRY

Designed for wilderness excursions, the Vanguard Series 2 Back Country 
has many weight-reducing features to minimize fatigue.
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were:  Winchester’s Super-X 
150-gr. Power-Point; Hornady’s 
Superformance 165-gr. InterBond; 
and Barnes’ Vor-TX 180-gr. Tipped 
Triple-Shock X Bullet Boattail 
(TTSXBT). The most accurate load 
proved to be that from Barnes, 
as the average for �ve consecu-
tive, �ve-shot groups at 100 yds. 
measured 1.74". The smallest 
group, which was also produced 
by Barnes, measured 1.34"; how-
ever, a single group with Hornady’s 
Superformance 165-gr. InterBond 
was within 0.10" of that size. 

In comparing these groups to 
Weatherby’s guarantee, one must 
observe that the company’s accu-
racy declaration is based on three-
shot groups, not �ve, which is far 
more demanding of a �rearm and 
marksman. In nearly every group, 
however, the �rst three, if not four, 
bullets impacted close enough to 
meet the company’s guarantee. 
Inevitably, the �nal shot (or two) 
from the heated barrel went high, 
outside of the original cluster.

On top of the range trip, one 
evaluator was given an opportunity 

to put the Back Country’s key selling 
point—its weight—to the test on a 
�ve-day elk hunt in the mountains 
of central Colorado. High altitudes 
and tougher-than-anticipated terrain 
made for a series of dif�cult hikes, 
providing the ri�e with plenty of 
time to earn its keep. Light on the 
shoulder and easy to handle when 
moving through densely wooded 
hunting property, the Back Country 
kept grueling treks from becoming 
anymore unpleasant. During the trip, 
our reviewer spent one day with a 
Mark V Accumark (chambered in 
.300 Wby. Mag.) over his shoulder, 
and was eager to return to the Back 
Country the next morning.

No malfunctions—be they on the 
range or in the �eld—were experi-
enced, and the Back Country proved 

to be comfortable to both carry 
and operate. The lighter-than-usual 
nature of the ri�e didn’t create a 
substantial increase in perceived 
recoil—though by the 75th evalu-
ation round things had grown a bit 
less pleasant. More standard opera-
tion, however, should not be uncom-
fortable for an operator con�dent in 
the caliber of his or her choosing.

If you’re a ri�eman that’s on the 
go, be it in a mountainous region 
or on �at terrain, Weatherby’s Back 
Country makes for an ideal �t. 
Though the $1,399 price tag makes 
it one of the Vanguard Series 2 line’s 
highest priced models, the ri�e 
still checks in at a far more wallet-
friendly rate than the custom builds 
that would be required to replicate 
its perks and performance. Yes, there 
are lighter factory-made mountain 
ri�es on the market, but few that 
might stand up to the Back Country 
on an out-of-the-box basis.

WEATHERBY VANGUARD
SERIES 2 BACK COUNTRY
IMPORTER: WEATHERBY, INC.  

(DEPT. AR), 1605 COMMERCE WAY,  
PASO ROBLES, CA 93446;  
(805) 227-2600; WEATHERBY.COM

CALIBER: .240 WBY. MAG., .257 WBY. 
MAG., .300 WBY. MAG.; .270 WIN.,  
.30-'06 SPRG. (TESTED), .300 WIN. MAG.

ACTION TYPE: BOLT-ACTION REPEATING, 
CENTER-FIRE RIFLE

RECEIVER: STEEL

BARREL: 24", NO. 2 CONTOUR, FLUTED, 
CHROME MOLY

RIFLING: FOUR-GROOVE, 1:10" RH TWIST

SIGHTS: NONE; RECEIVER DRILLED AND 
TAPPED FOR SCOPE BASES

MAGAZINE: INTERNAL BOX, DROP FLOOR-
PLATE, THREE- TO FIVE-ROUND CAPACITY 
WITH STANDARD BOX; THREE-ROUND 
CAPACITY WITH DETACHABLE-BOX

TRIGGER: TWO-STAGE,  
2-LB., 8.6-OZ. PULL 

STOCK: MONTE CARLO-STYLE SYNTHETIC; 
SYNTHETIC; LENGTH OF PULL, 135⁄8"; 
DROP AT HEEL, 11⁄4";  
DROP AT COMB, 7/8"

OVERALL LENGTH: 441⁄2"
WEIGHT: 6 LBS., 12 OZS.
ACCESSORIES: OWNER'S MANUAL

SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE: $1,399

SHOOTING RESULTS (100 YDS.)
.30-'06 SPRG. 
CARTRIDGE

VEL. @ 15'
(F.P.S.)

ENERGY
(FT.-LBS.)

GROUP SIZE IN INCHES
SMALLEST   LARGEST   AVERAGE

BARNES VOR-TX
180-GR. TTSXBT

2701 AVG.
18 SD

2,915 1.34 2.32 1.74

HORNADY SPF
165-GR. IB

2979 AVG.
22 SD

3,250 1.44 2.19 1.92

WINCHESTER
SX 150-GR. PP

2959 AVG.
15 SD

2,915 1.82 2.84 2.22

AVERAGE EXTREME SPREAD 1.96

NOTES: MEASURED AVERAGE VELOCITY FOR 10 ROUNDS FROM A 24" BARREL OVER AN OEHLER 
MODEL 36 CHRONOGRAPH. RANGE TEMPERATURE: 70° F. HUMIDITY: 12%. ACCURACY WAS 
FOR FIVE CONSECUTIVE, FIVE-SHOT GROUPS AT 100 YDS. ABBREVIATIONS: IB (INTERBOND), 
PP (POWER-POINT), SD (STANDARD DEVIATION), SPF (SUPERFORMANCE), SX (SUPER-X), 
TTSXBT (TIPPED TRIPLE-SHOCK X-BULLET BOATTAIL).

Consistent with other Vanguard Series 2 rifles, the Back Country has a three-
position safety (above l.) and drop-out magazine floorplate (above r.). The one-
piece machined, fluted, two-lug bolt has a recessed bolt face, plunger ejector, 
Sako-style extractor, and rearward sweeping handle (below).
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CHIAPPA M9-22

DOPE BAG

Chiappa is an Italian � rm 
that specializes in replica 
� rearms. Founded in 1958 

by Ezechile Chiappa, the name is 
now an umbrella for several brands, 
including Armi Sport and Kimar. 
Chiappa’s M9-22 is made under the 
Kimar brand, labeled Chiappa and 
distributed by the U.S. � rm MKS 
Supply. Visually it’s a Beretta 92FS, 
but with changes necessary for it to 
function as a rim� re, and it comes 
at a cost of around $300. It’s avail-
able in a wood- or plastic-stocked 
Standard model, and the plastic-
stocked Tactical model with Novak-
style sights and a threaded barrel.

Both models exhibit the same 
pro� le, controls, and double-
action/single-action trigger as 
the original, but use a frame cast 
from a zinc alloy the company 
refers to as Chiappalloy. Both the 
process and material are suf� cient 
for the lower pressures of the .22 
Long Ri� e cartridge. The gun’s 
37-oz. weight is surprising, given 
its chambering. It’s not until wal-
lets are weighed that the M9-22 
regains its charm.

Chiappa calls its action a “� xed 
barrel blow-back” system. Its 51⁄8" 
barrel sleeve is cast as an integral 
part of the frame, complete with the 
feed ramp. A steel barrel insert is 

ri� ed with a 1:16" twist, and it’s � tted 
into the sleeve then secured with a 
set screw. The gun’s recoil spring 
guide rod looks rather fragile; it 
contains two holes in each end, the 
forward of which assists in assembly. 

The Chiappa’s magazine 
release, slide release lever, 
decocker/manual safety, hammer, 
and take down lever all function 
like its center-� re brethren, except 
the decocker/manual safety and 
the sights are made of plastic 
rather than metal. Its 10-round 
magazine is made from plastic, 
save the spring, and weighs 1.5 ozs. 
We appreciated that it falls free of 
the magazine well when released. 

The decocker/manual safety 
system is a proven one. Safely drop 
the hammer by rolling the ambi-
dextrous decocking lever down. 
This movement disconnects and 
shields the � ring pin by rolling it up 
and out of the path of the hammer. 
With the lever and therefore the 
hammer in the down position—the 
safe position—the trigger can still 
be pulled in double-action mode, 
thereby cocking and dropping the 
hammer, without the possibility of 
� ring. If the gun is dropped acci-
dentally, the � ring pin block pre-
vents it from reaching the primer 
unless the trigger is pulled. To � re, 
rotate the decocking/manual safety 
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up, then either pull the trigger in 
double-action mode, or manu-
ally cock the hammer to �re the 
�rst round in single-action mode. 
Despite the decocker/safety being 
made of plastic, it functions �ne. 

The M9-.22’s trigger is a replica 
of the original and for that reason 
it is a great source of love or loathe 
to individual shooters. It uses a 
reliable system that creates cock-
ing leverage by pulling an external, 
sliding trigger bar that engages the 
hammer when the slide is installed. 
Trigger pressure cocks the hammer 
before pushing the sear disconnect 
forward to release it. The double-
action trigger pull measured 
slightly more than 12 lbs.—so stout 
some petite shooters couldn't pull 
it. The trigger’s single-action pull 
weight measured 5 lbs., 8 ozs. and 
had a slight bit of creep. 

The steel extractor is mounted in 
the right side of the slide. The ejec-
tor is integral with the magazine; 

as the extractor pulls the case 
back the case rim scrapes by the 
magazine and ejects it. One big 
advantage of the open-slide design 
of the M9 is that jams or mis�res—
common to .22 Long Ri�es—are 
reduced thanks to ample ejection 
port clearance. Jams that do occur 
are easily cleared.

The stocks are made of plastic 
or wood, although the wood panels 
make the gun’s grip 1/4" thicker 
than the plastic ones. It should be 
noted that this pistol’s grip frame 
is oversized already: The minimum 
measurement between the trigger 
and the backstrap is 2.92".

At the range, the M9-22 
demanded a break-in period of 
200 rounds before it began to 
function reliably. Prior to that it 
would shoot, eject the spent case, 
send a fresh round into battery, 
but fail to re-cock the hammer. 
The frequency of the malfunction 
occurred less as the gun was �red, 
but it happened 34 times in 500 
rounds. Low-recoiling Remington 
CBee rounds would not cycle, and 

it was very sensitive to hand pres-
sure on the slide. After break-in, 
the M9-22 became pleasurable to 
shoot and  proved to be accurate. 

Out of the box the Chiappa shot 
consistently high and left. Windage 
was adjusted by loosening a set 
screw on the rear sight before 
drifting. Elevation, however, must 
be zeroed by �ling the �xed plas-
tic front sight. Both are matte-black 
just like the rest of the �rearm.

After shooting, the gun appeared 
as though it was much more harshly 
used than it had been, no thanks 
to its �nish that scrapes away 
when making contact with harder 
surfaces. A line on the barrel was 
etched by the slide. Even given the 
pistol's low price, Chiappa could do 
a better job in that regard.

Disassembly is trickier than with 
the original. With the takedown 
latch rotated and removed and 
the hammer hyperextended with 
the provided key, the slide can be 
pulled rearward and off the frame. 
During reassembly, use the key 
to pin the guide rod to the slide 
by inserting it in the guide rod’s 
forward hole. Then move the slide 
forward, taking the guide rod with 
it, exposing the hole in the frame to 
reinsert the takedown latch. 

The M9-22 is an inexpensive 
�rearm meant for low-cost fun and 
realistic practice—especially if 
you’re a fan of the Beretta. 

CHIAPPA M9-22 STANDARD
DISTRIBUTOR: MKS SUPPLY  

(DEPT. AR); 8611-A N. 
DIXIE DRIVE, DAYTON, OH 45414;  
(877) 425-4867; MKSSUPPLY.COM

CALIBER: .22 LONG RIFLE

ACTION TYPE: SEMI-AUTOMATIC,  
FIXED-BARREL, BLOWBACK-OPERATED  
RIMFIRE HANDGUN

FRAME: CAST ZINC ALLOY

BARREL:  5" CAST SLEEVE 
WITH STEEL INSERT 

RIFLING: SIX-GROOVE, 1:16" RH TWIST

SIGHTS: FIXED BLADE FRONT SIGHT, WIND-
AGE ADJUSTABLE SQUARE NOTCH REAR

TRIGGER: DOUBLE-ACTION, 12-LB., 8-OZ. 
PULL; SINGLE-ACTION, 5-LB., 5-OZ. PULL

STOCKS: PLASTIC OR WOOD

OVERALL LENGTH:  8.65"
HEIGHT: 5.74"
WIDTH:  1.14" (SLIDE); 1.47" (GRIP)
WEIGHT: 37 OZS.
ACCESSORIES:  EXTRA 10-ROUND 

MAGAZINE, PLASTIC CASE, BRUSH, 
OWNER’S MANUAL

SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE: $311 
(PLASTIC STOCKS); $338 (WOOD STOCKS)

SHOOTING RESULTS (25 YDS.)
.22 LONG RIFLE 
CARTRIDGE

VEL. @ 3'
(F.P.S.)

ENERGY
(FT.-LBS.)

GROUP SIZE IN INCHES
SMALLEST   LARGEST   AVERAGE

ELEY EDGE
40-GR. FN

927 AVG.
13 SD

76 1.37 2.61 2.11

LAPUA MIDAS +
40-GR. RN

919 AVG.
12 SD

75 2.15 2.58 2.41

WINCHESTER 
SUPER-X
37-GR. HP

680 AVG.
43 SD

38 1.88 2.48 2.19

AVERAGE EXTREME SPREAD 2.24

NOTES: MEASURED AVERAGE VELOCITY FOR 10 ROUNDS FIRED OVER AN EASTON CHRONOGRAPH 
3 FT. FROM THE MUZZLE. RANGE TEMPERATURE: 35º F. HUMIDITY: 78%. ACCURACY WAS 
MEASURED FOR FIVE CONSECUTIVE, FIVE-SHOT GROUPS FIRED FROM SANDBAG REST AT  
25 YDS. ABBREVIATIONS: HP (HOLLOW POINT), RN (ROUND NOSE), SD (STANDARD DEVIATION).

Shooters versed in the operation of 
the Beretta 92 will be familiar with 
that of the Chiappa M9-22. A key is 
provided to aid reassembly (l.).

The disassembly process of the Chiappa 
M9-22 differs slightly from that of the 
Beretta 92, but it is not overly onerous.
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DOPE BAG

The Mepro M21 non- 
magnifying re�ex sight from 
Meprolight is powered by a 

�ber-optic collector and a tritium 
gas tube that illuminate its reticle 
during daylight and night time, 
respectively, and that are self- 
regulating for brightness. That 
means that, unlike most re�ex 
sights on the market, the M21does 
not require batteries and is 
devoid of external wires and 
switches, enhancing its general 
durability and water-resistance 
characteristics.

Developed in conjunction with 
the Israeli military for use on its 
Tavor bullpup ri�e (June 2013,  
p. 60) the Mepro 21 has been 
tested in combat since its devel-
opment in 2002. Not surprisingly, 
then, our test sample immediately 
conveyed the appearance and 
feel of a no-nonsense, well-built 
piece of optical gear. Its one-
piece aluminum alloy housing and 
�ush-mounted adjustment knobs, 
which exhibit tactile clicks when 
their slots are turned with a coin 
or cartridge rim, make its exte-
rior durable and snag-free. And 
its 4½" length takes up minimal 
space—approximately 12 slots—
on a standard Picatinny rail.

Our unit came equipped with 
a double throw-lever mount, held 
neatly to the its underside with large 
Torx-head machine screws, making 
attachment and detachment from 

MEPRO M21 REFLEX SIGHT
the two different 5.56x45 mm NATO 
�at-top ri�es used to test it—an IWI 
Tavor SAR and an AR-15—quick and 
repeatable. Other adapters, such 
as one for an AR carry handle, are 
available. Our Mepro 21 also fea-
tured the “bullseye” reticle, consist-
ing of a four-section outer ring sur-
rounding a dot. Again, several other 
designs are available depending on 
user preferences and needs. Reticle 
height is approximately 1.65", or  
42 mm, above the rail’s top surface. 

We �red several kinds of ammu-
nition from both an indoor bench 
and from various positions in the 
�eld in a wide range of tempera-
tures, detaching and remounting 
the M21 several times. It not only 
acceptably returned to zero, it also 
properly “shot the square,” although 
several users noted that its adjust-
ments were rather coarse at 1 
m.o.a. per click. Despite that fact, 
we were able to produce groups 
consistent with the sight's intended 
CQB application using its 4.3-m.o.a. 
center dot. In a variety of lighting 
conditions ranging from dimly lit 
rooms to snow-covered landscapes, 
the orange-tinted reticle proved 

bright and sharply de�ned with 
only one signi�cant instance of 
“washout” occurring as it was aimed 
from inside a shaded position onto 
a snow-covered �eld. Even then, 
the bullseye was faintly visible and 
proper aiming could still be accom-
plished when speci�cally targeting 
somewhat darker objects.

The Meprolight M21 is competi-
tively priced when compared with 
other military-grade re�ex sights, 
and it offers the advantages of 
automatic brightness control and 
battery-free operation. It is ide-
ally suited for modern, lightweight 
semi-automatic self-defense ri�es, 
which may need to be called into 
action on a moment’s notice when 
the lack of necessity to “activate” a 
sight or replace depleted batteries 
could prove a critical advantage.

MEPRO M21
MANUFACTURER: MEPROLIGHT  

(DEPT. AR), P.O. BOX 26,  
58 HAZAIT ST., OR-AKIVA INDUSTRIAL 
PARK, OR-AKIVA 30600, ISRAEL

IMPORTER: THE MAKO GROUP  
(DEPT. AR), 170-20 CENTRAL AVE., 
FARMINGDALE, NY 11735;  
(631) 880-3396; THEMAKOGROUP.COM

MAGNIFICATION AND OBJECTIVE: 
1X 30 MM

FINISH: MATTE BLACK 
EYE RELIEF: 1/2" TO 24"
CLICK VALUE: 1 M.O.A.
ADJUSTMENT RANGE: +/-80 M.O.A. 

(ELEVATION), +/-145 M.O.A. (WINDAGE)
RETICLE: TRIANGLE, X, BULLSEYE (TESTED), 

AND 4.3- OR 5.5-M.O.A. DOT DESIGNS

DIMENSIONS: 41⁄2"X13⁄16"X21⁄4".
WEIGHT: 8 OZS. (SIGHT ONLY); 13 OZS. 

(AS TESTED WITH DOUBLE THROW-LEVER 
PICATINNY BASE)

ACCESSORIES: NEOPRENE COVER, 
OWNER’S MANUAL

SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE: $563

The American Rifleman has used the phrase “Dope Bag” since at least 1921, when Col. Townsend 
Whelen first titled his column with it. Even then, it had been in use for years, referring to a sack used 
by target shooters to hold ammunition and accessories on the firing line. “Sight dope” also was a 
traditional marksman’s term for sight-adjustment information, while judging wind speed and direction 
was called “doping the wind.”

WARNING: Technical data and information contained herein are intended to provide information 
based on the limited experience of individuals under specific conditions and circumstances. They do 
not detail the comprehensive training procedures, techniques and safety precautions absolutely neces-
sary to properly carry on similar activity. Read the notice and disclaimer on the contents page. Always 
consult comprehensive reference manuals and bulletins for details of proper training requirements, 
procedures, techniques and safety precautions before attempting any similar activity.

The M21's 
flush adjust-
ment knobs 

can be turned 
with a coin 

or cartridge 
rim and emit 

audible clicks.

10 
m.o.a

4.3 
m.o.a.

5 m.o.a.



such as the Remington 40X. The EtronX cost about 
twice as much as a Model 700 BDL and yet was no 
more accurate—and that hurt its chances of survival 
a lot. So did the cost of ammo. I don’t recall its price 
but do remember that primers were about �ve times 
more expensive than regular primers. On top of it all, 
relying on a battery for �ring a hunting ri�e made no 
small number of hunters uneasy. The EtronX seemed 
like a great idea but it turned out to be one Remington 
of�cials probably wish they could forget. 
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FAILED FIREARMS

the ri�e did not �re because the trigger was being held 
back as the safety was being disengaged. Five 
�ashes tells the owner he should stop trying to 
install a new battery while the main switch is 
on “Enabled” and the safety on “Fire.” Simple, 
right? The entire system was deactivated by 
turning a key-operated switch at the bottom 
of the grip. To say the EtronX is as idiot-proof 
as the human mind and hands could possibly 
make it is rather an understatement. 

Even though the EtronX uses a special 
primer, it was designed to be used in regu-
lar cases. Both ammunition and primers for 
reloading were available. I shot four different 
lots of .22-250 Rem. ammunition, all loaded 
with the 50-gr. V-Max bullet, and accuracy 
for �ve-shot groups averaged from 0.95" to 1.46". 
Average muzzle velocity ranged from 3654 to 3751 
f.p.s. My most accurate handload, 37.0 grs. of Norma 
202 and the Shilen 52-gr. bullet in Federal cases aver-
aged 0.53" and 3672 f.p.s. 

The intent was to virtually eliminate locktime in a 
bolt-action ri�e, and they came darned close to doing 
it. Still, the end result is not much better than using a 
2-oz. trigger of conventional design in a short-action 

Metal fragmentation was not entirely eliminated but 
what little remained was contained by the �berglass 
wrap. The Versalite choke system became available 
on the Model 59 in 1961, making it the �rst shotgun 
of American design to have interchangeable, screw-
in chokes. 

The Model 59 was offered only in 12 gauge but a 
few test guns in 20 gauge were built. Several were also 
chambered for an experimental 14-ga. shell with an 
aluminum hull, and it performed quite satisfactorily on 
pheasant and other birds at Winchester’s Nilo Farms. 

We can only speculate on why the Model 59 was 
discontinued in 1967 with only 82,000 built. Perhaps 
some hunters did not like the looks of its oversized 
barrel diameter. Others may have been turned off 
by the aluminum receiver. Its light weight de�nitely 
made the gun uncomfortable to shoot with the heavy 
loads many American hunters have long preferred. 
More likely it had to do with handling qualities. The 
Model 59 was a dynamic performer on �ushing birds 
and remains one of the all-time great shotguns for 
plucking a ruffed grouse from the air, but too little 
weight up front left something to be desired when 
taking passing shots at doves. Like some of the other 
hunters who tried the Model 59, I found it to be a 
fantastic pointer but a poor swinger. Even so, I wish I 
had kept mine. 

Winchester Model 59 
Fabricating a barrel by wrapping a steel liner with 

modern �bers is old hat today, but it was a revolution-
ary idea when Winchester introduced its Model 59 
shotgun in 1959 at a price of $149.95. Like the action 
of the earlier Model 50, it was recoil-operated by 
the �oating-chamber method, the design of which 
is credited to David Williams of M1 Carbine fame. 
To quote Winchester advertisements, “The Win-Lite 
barrel is made by wrapping 500 miles of glass �bers 
around a steel liner with a thickness of .020 inch.” 
The �bers were then heat-fused to the steel liner and 
given a blued surface coloration. The result was a 
shotgun weighing only 6½ lbs. compared to 8¼ lbs. 
for Winchester’s Model 50.

But the concept was about more than a reduc-
tion in weight. When excessive pressure ruptures 
a shotgun barrel of conventional design near its 
chamber, fragmentation can send chunks of metal 
�ying dangerously in all directions. During factory 
destruction tests the Win-Lite barrel split lengthwise 
and, in doing so, released pressure more gradually. 

continued from p. 74
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Dissenter in Heller & McDonald Argues 
for Decisions to be Overruled by 
Constitutional Amendment

Former Supreme Court Justice John Paul Stevens 
found himself on the wrong side of law and 
history in both of the Supreme Court’s landmark 

cases on the Second Amendment, District of Columbia 
v. Heller (2008) and McDonald v. City of Chicago (2010). 
Together, these decisions recognize that the Second 
Amendment protects an individual right to keep and 
bear arms for self-defense that is not dependent upon 
service in an organized militia, and that this right binds 
the acts of federal, state and local officials. Stevens 
wrote lengthy dissents in both cases.

Having failed to persuade a majority of his col-
leagues on the Court of his views, the now-retired 
Stevens is taking his arguments to the public in a new 
book, “Six Amendments: How and Why We Should 
Change the Constitution.” According to a report in 
Bloomberg Businessweek, Stevens writes in his new 
book that he would qualify “the right of the people to 
keep and bear arms” in the Second Amendment with 
the phrase, “when serving in the militia.” In so doing, 
he would make the militia-preserving function of 
the right, which Heller recognized as justification for 
including the preexisting right to arms in the Bill of 
Rights, the totality of the right itself. 

Americans can breathe somewhat easier now that 
Stevens is no longer empowered as a sitting Supreme 
Court justice to “fix” what he considers the United 
States Constitution’s shortcomings. But make no mis-
take that Stevens’ views on the Second Amendment 
continue to hold currency among a new generation of 
current and would-be Supreme Court justices.

Whether additional such persons ever ascend to 
that role and imperil Heller and McDonald’s fragile 
five-vote majorities depends upon who wields the 

levers of power in the White House and Congress. That, in turn, depends on 
the will of the American people and how they exercise the vote.  Without your 
participation in the upcoming mid-term elections, Stevens’ suggestions for the 
Second Amendment could take on the character of a blueprint, rather than 
just an academic exercise by an elitist who believes he knows better than the 
Constitution he once swore to uphold.

Retired Supreme Court Justice John Paul Stevens 
argues his anti-gun position in a new book, since he 
failed to persuade the majority of justices to uphold his 
view of the Second Amendment.
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Lawmakers Push Back Against 
Zero-Tolerance Abuses

We’ve all seen warning labels on a product that leave 
us scratching our heads and wondering, is that really 
necessary? A popular sleeping pill, for example, cau-

tions that it may cause drowsiness. Chainsaws have stickers 
admonishing users not to hold the saw by the blade.

Such is the case with Florida HB 7029, a bill some are simply 
calling the “Pop-Tart” Bill or the “Right to be Kids” Act. We might 
well wish that those who educate and oversee America’s children 
during school hours would understand that a toaster pastry could 
not reasonably be mistaken for a handgun, but a mounting list of 
stories has proven otherwise. Thus, HB 7029 emphasizes the need 
for overzealous educators to pause before mindlessly applying 
“zero tolerance” policies aimed at keeping weapons out of schools.

Students have received suspensions and other harsh disci-
plinary actions, sometimes involving the police, for such “infrac-
tions” as pointing pencils or fingers at each other while making 
“shooting” sounds, drawing a stick figure with a gun and having 
a picture of a gun as a screensaver on a computer. Students have 
also been punished for incidents arising out of wearing NRA or 
firearm-themed t-shirts.

HB 7029 would enshrine in statute the principle: “Simulating 
a firearm or weapon while playing or wearing clothing … that 
depict[s] a firearm or weapon or express[es] an opinion regarding 
a right guaranteed by the Second  Amendment … is not grounds 
for  disciplinary action or referral [for prosecution]” under Florida 
statutes that prohibit “Bringing a firearm or weapon … to school.  
…” The bill goes further by specifically mentioning examples 
of presumptively innocent conduct, including “Brandishing a 
partially consumed pastry … Vocalizing an imaginary firearm or 
weapon … [or] Drawing a picture, or possessing an image, of a 
firearm or weapon.”  

The bill is not intended to create yet another legislative straight-
jacket, and allows educators to take into account the individual 
circumstances of an event. Thus, they can still act if a simulation “sub-
stantially disrupts student learning, causes bodily harm to another 
person, or places another person in reasonable fear of bodily harm.” 

With similar legislation pending in Oklahoma, we hope that 
these measures will have a moderating effect well beyond their 
jurisdictions and remind all concerned of the need for simple 
common sense and that while kids will be kids, adults should aim 
higher with their own decision making.

President to Press his Anti-Gun 
Agenda “With or Without Congress”

Last year, in the wake of the shootings in Newtown, Conn., 
Barack Obama gave a State of the Union performance that was 
filled with theatrical pandering. Seeking to capitalize on that 

tragedy by exploiting the intense emotions that followed in its wake, 
the president reiterated his support for increased background checks 
and bans on common semi-automatic firearms and their magazines. 

This year, Obama’s State of the Union gun control rhetoric was 
toned down substantially but was no less disturbing, with the 
president pledging that he will continue to promote his anti-gun 
agenda “with or without Congress.”  

Obama said, “I have seen the courage of parents, students, 
pastors, and police officers all over this country who say ‘we are 
not afraid,’ and I intend to keep trying, with or without Congress, 
to help stop more tragedies from visiting innocent Americans in 
our movie theaters, shopping malls, or schools.”

What the president is saying is that he intends to continue flout-
ing the Constitution to force his anti-gun agenda. The president’s 
solution for preventing shootings by deranged perpetrators is to 
leverage the full weight of the Oval Office to harass those law-
fully associated with firearms through regulations, appointments, 
international treaties and accords, and by acting through his proxies 
in the media, academia and entertainment industry. Perhaps the 
president feels he’s showing strong leadership by threatening to 
bypass Congress. We suspect that most Americans won’t think so.  

A recent Gallup poll shows that the country’s overall dissatis-
faction with U.S. gun laws and policies has increased to 55 percent 
this year (up from 51 percent last year) but the increase came 
largely from Americans who say gun laws are too strict. As report-
ed by the National Journal, this percentage jumped to 16 percent 
this year, a rate that more than triples the 5 percent recorded by 
Gallup last year. Meanwhile, the article reports that the percentage 
of Americans favoring stricter gun laws fell seven points in 2014, 
from 38 to 31 percent.

As the poll concludes, “Americans have become more dissatis-
fied with gun laws over the past year, but this is attributable to a 
greater percentage who say gun laws are too strict, rather than 
not being strict enough. Americans’ changing views could set the 
course for future gun law debates and legislation.”

Thus, the president’s single-minded pursuit of gun control 
may  continue not only “without” Congress but against the will of 
a growing segment of the American people.

IN MEMORY NRA-ILA CONTRIBUTIONS (Jan. 24–Feb. 21, 2014)  
Jack Ford, Jr., Holden, MO (from Mary Ford); Michael Icenbice, Klamath Falls, OR (from Marilyn Icenbice); Douglas McCready, Yuma, AZ (from Bonnie 
McCready); William Adams, Huntsville, AL (from Audrey Adams); Richard Petersen, Blairsville, GA (from Elizabeth Petersen); John Engelkes, Platteville, WI 
(from Charlotte Engelkes); Burdette Ford, Tonica, IL (from Elaine Ford); Dick O’Neill, Cypress, CA (from Barbara O’Neill); J.A. Tarpley, CA (from Jeffrey Tarpley); 
William Golla, Shaler Township (from Jay Weitzel); John Lunenschloss, Madison, WI (from The Estate of John Lunenschloss);  M/SGT Warren E. (Fast 
Eddie) Fisler, Pensacola, FL (from Jim & Carol Fisler); Dexter Merry (from John & Susan Wiseman); James D. Parham, Sr. (from Tracy Jenne); Don Lowell 
Bell, Sr. (from Mr. & Mrs. Harold Palmer); Shirley Alexander, Richmond, KY (from Mike & Helen “Petey” Howard); Dick Cabela, (from Sondra Williams); Gary 
Slater (from Woods Pond Rod & Gun Club, Inc.); Charley Collins (from Dundee Sportsman’s Club).

ILA CONTRIBUTIONS (The following contributed $1,000 or more to the NRA Institute for Legislative Action during Jan. 24–Feb. 21, 2014.) 
William Carnes, Cuero, TX; Thompson Van Hyning, Ocala, FL; Daniel McKinney, La Jolla, CA; Donnelly/Spitzer, Wilson, WY; James Jones, Waycross, GA; 
Roberta Groves-Kelley, North Pole, AK; Philip Voght, Centerville, OH; Jeffrey Radke, Anacortes, WA; Richard Worthen, Las Vegas, NV; Ray Gannon, 
Nashville, TN; Steven Jones, Selah, WA; David Levy, Fort Washington, PA; Frank Byrne, Philadelphia, PA; William Young, Murfreesboro, TN; Donald 
Willett, North Branch, MI; K.J. Pawlovich, Waldorf, MD; Thomas Archipley, Okemos, MI; Maurice Sween, James City, FL; Karen Lien, Perkasie, PA; 
L.Y. Morris, San Antonio, TX; William Rogers, Tonasket, WA; Harmon Woodworth, Bellingham, WA; Bob Miller, Ripon, CA ; R.J. Edenfield, Macon, GA; 
Jon Madsen, McAllen, TX; McLean Bowman, San Antonio, TX; Robert Rust, Coral Gables, FL; Chris Hodgdon, Shawnee, KS; Robert Allison, Houston, 
TX; Estate of John Lunenschloss, Bellevue, WA; Mark Bragger, Hope Valley, RI; L.Y. Morris, San Antonio, TX; John Slavik, Newport Beach, CA; Leonard 
Palombo, Port Arthur, TX; Marshall Reed, Steilacoom, WA; Walter Maximuck, Stockton, NJ; Janet Buechler, Peyton, CO; Brownells, Inc., Montezuma, 
IA; Burlington County Fish & Game Protective League, Inc., Delran, NJ; Davidson’s, Prescott, AZ; Sturm Ruger & Company, Inc., Southport, CT; Cape 
Radiology Group, Cape Girardeau, MO;  CMG Holdings LLC, Miami, FL; North South Gun Club, Huntsville, AL; Sandusky County Sportsmen’s Club, 
Gibsonburg, OH; Great Plains Outdoorsmen, Aberdeen, SD; and Remington Arms/Freedom Group, Madison, NC.
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For hotel accommodations at the NRA Annual Meetings, visit

www.nraam.org

NRA headquarters: (703) 267-1000
INTERNET ADDRESS: www.nra.org

Member information & benefi ts 
MEMBERSHIP ACCOUNT INFORMATION: (877) 672-2000 

 The “NRA Regional Report,” a service for NRA members, appears in every issue of American Rifl eman, American Hunter and 
America’s st Freedom. The Regional Report is an up-to-date listing of NRA conducted and/or sponsored events scheduled 
in your region for the current month. Call to verify event dates and locations before traveling.

MEMBER SERVICE (800) 672-3888
NRAstore.com (888) 607-6007
MEMBER PROGRAMS
 Hertz Car Rental CDP# 166609 (800) 654-2200
 AVIS Car Rental AWD# A832100 (800) 225-7094
 NRA Endorsed Insurance Programs (877) 672-3006
 NRA Endorsed Prescription Plan (888) 436-3700
 NRA Endorsed Check Program (888) 331-6767
 NRA VISA Card (866) NRA-VISA
 NRA Real Estate/Relocation Services (800) 593-2526
 NRA Endorsed Moving Program
    North American Van Lines (800) 524-5533
    Allied Van Lines (800) 871-8864

INSTITUTE FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION
 Grassroots/Legislative Hotline (800) 392-8683

OFFICE OF ADVANCEMENT (877) NRA-GIVE

THE NRA FOUNDATION (800) 423-6894

GIFT PLANNING (800) 672-4521
EDDIE EAGLE GUNSAFE PROGRAM (800) 231-0752
FRIENDS OF NRA (703) 267-1342
WOMEN ON TARGET (800) 861-1166
REFUSE TO BE A VICTIM (800) 861-1166
INSTRUCTOR/COACH (703) 267-1500
COMPETITIVE SHOOTING (703) 267-1468
FIELD OPERATIONS/RANGES (877) 672-7264
GUN COLLECTOR PROGRAMS (703) 267-1604
NRA AFFILIATED CLUBS (800) NRA-CLUB
HUNTER SERVICES (703) 267-1500
LAW ENFORCEMENT (703) 267-1640
NATIONAL FIREARMS MUSEUM (703) 267-1600
EDUCATION & TRAINING (703) 267-1500
MEDIA RELATIONS (703) 267-1595
YOUTH PROGRAMS (703) 267-1505  
PROGRAM MATERIALS CENTER (800) 336-7402

PISTOL
EVANSVILLE, IN MAY 4
WATERMAN, IL MAY 10
HOLDEN, MO MAY 18

ACTION PISTOL
BERRIEN SPRINGS, MI MAY 10

SMALLBORE RIFLE
TREMONT, IL MAY 4
LOUISVILLE, KY MAY 17-18

HIGH POWER RIFLE
WRIGHT CITY, MO MAY 3
TREMONT, IL MAY 4
WATSON, MI MAY 18

SILHOUETTE
PARIS, MO MAY 4
BENNET, NE MAY 17
FRIENDSHIP, IN MAY 17-18
ALMA, MI MAY 25

For more information, contact Tonia Forte at 
(703) 267-1466 or tforte@nrahq.org. For a complete 

listing, see www.shootingsportsusa.com.

areashoots
Art Piece of the Year: Fort McHenry Commemorative Flag Set

Whether you’re a hunter, competitive 
shooter or just a proud gun 

owner, Friends of NRA has something 
for everyone. The format is simple—
food, fun, family and fundraising! At 

every Friends of NRA banquet you’ll 
have the opportunity to participate in 
games, raffl  es, live and silent auctions, 
and more. You’ll also fi nd many unique 
items including limited edition fi rearms, 
wildlife art, jewelry and outdoor gear. 
To learn more about events in your area, 

visit www.friendsofnra.org, contact 
your local fi eld representative or call 
(800) 672-3888, ext. 1342. 

Central Region Director—Chad Franklin
cfranklin@nrahq.org

IA, NE—Tim Bacon
tbacon@nrahq.org

Northern IL—Mike Huber
mhuber@nrahq.org

Southern IL—Donald Higgs
dhiggs@nrahq.org

IN—Craig Haggard
chaggard@nrahq.org

MI—Allan Herman
aherman@nrahq.org

WI—Scott Taetsch
staetsch@nrahq.org

Northern MO—Travis Scott
tscott@nrahq.org

Southern MO—Gregg Pearre
gpearre@nrahq.org

KY—John LaRowe
jlarowe@nrahq.org
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MAY 2-4 WASHINGTON, MO
N-Sports Recreational Center, Militia Armament 
(636) 486-7150

MAY 2-4 WEST SALEM, WI
LaCrosse Speedway, Marv Kraus Promotions  
(563) 608-4401

MAY 3-4 BELLEVILLE, IL
Belle-Claire Expo, ECA Hunting and Trade Shows 
(618) 495-2572

MAY 3-4 BIRCH RUN, MI
Birch Run Expo Center, Sport Shows Promotions, 
Inc. (517) 676-4160

MAY 3-4 CHIPPEWA FALLS, WI
Northern Wisconsin State Fairgrounds, Al Burish 
(715) 289-5333

MAY 9-10 WARSAW, MO
American Legion Post 217, George Boddy  
(660) 223-2082

MAY 9-10 BLACK RIVER FALLS, WI
Comfort Inn & Suites, Gun Buyer Shows  
(608) 548-4867

MAY 10 PRUDENVILLE, MI
Houghton Lake Playhouse, PJS Promotions LLC 
(989) 798-8709

MAY 11 SAINT CHARLES, IL
Kane County Fairgrounds, Kane County Sportsmen 
(815) 758-2773

MAY 16-17 HANCOCK, MI
Houghton County Arena, Northwoods Sporting 
Goods (906) 482-5228

MAY 16-17 MEDFORD, WI
Simek Center, Gun Buyer Shows (608) 548-4867

MAY 16-18 SIOUX CITY, IA
Sioux City Convention Center, Marv Kraus 
Promotions (563) 608-4401

MAY 16-18 WISCONSIN DELLS, WI
Noah’s Ark Waterpark, Midwest Defense  
(608) 381-4799

MAY 16-18 UNION GROVE, WI
Racine Fairgrounds, Bob & Rocco Gun Shows  
(715) 381-7991

MAY 16-18 TROY, MO
KC Hall, Militia Armament (636) 486-7150

MAY 17-18 FORT WAYNE, IN
Memorial Coliseum, CPI, Inc. (260) 483-6144

MAY 17-18 CHEBOYGAN, MI
Cheboygan Ice Arena, Sport Shows Promotions, Inc. 
(517) 676-4160

MAY 17-18 JOPLIN, MO
Holiday Inn Conference Center, RK Shows 
(563) 927-8176

MAY 17-18 FREMONT, NE
Christensen Field, Midwest Arms Collectors  
(660) 341-7908

MAY 18 CRYSTAL LAKE, IL
Holiday Inn, D&J Guns (815) 385-1982

MAY 23-24 BARABOO, WI
Clarion Hotel & Conference Center, Gun Buyer 
Shows (608) 548-4867

MAY 23-25 EAGLE RIVER, WI
Eagle River Ice Arena, Bob & Rocco Gun Shows 
(715) 381-7991

MAY 24-25 HARRISON, MI
Clare County Fairgrounds, Sport Shows 
Promotions, Inc. (517) 676-4160

MAY 30-JUNE 1 CEDAR RAPIDS, IA
Hawkeye Downs, Trade Show Productions  
(888) 552-1486

MAY 30-JUNE 1 INDIANAPOLIS, IN
Indiana State Fairgrounds, World Class Gun Shows 
(405) 340-1333

MAY 31-JUNE 1 PECATONICA, IL
Winnebago County Fairgrounds, Northern Illinois 
Rifle and Pistol Club (815) 964-6134

MAY 31-JUNE 1 SAINT CHARLES, IL
DuPage Expo, Collectors Arms Dealers Ass’n  
(847) 863-3929

MAY 31-JUNE 1 NOVI, MI
The Suburban Collection Showplace, Sport Shows 
Promotions, Inc. (517) 676-4160

Dates and locations subject to change—contact the show before traveling. Discounted NRA membership sold through NRA 
recruiters. *Some shows may offer free admission for new membership and renewals. To become an NRA Recruiter call (703) 267-3776.

gunshows

STATE ASSOCIATIONS

NRA-affiliated state associations 
promote and support the purposes, 

objectives, policies and programs of the 
NRA. For more information, contact your 
state association listed here, or log on to 
www.nrahq.org/clubs/index.asp.
 
Illinois State Rifle Ass’n

Richard Pearson, Executive Director
(815) 635-3198; executive@isra.org

 
Indiana State Rifle and Pistol Ass’n

Jerry Wehner, President
(812) 534-3258; president@isrpa.org

 
Iowa State Rifle and Pistol Ass’n

Bill Besgrove, Secretary
(319) 626-2710

 
League of Kentucky Sportsmen, Inc.

Tom Mansfield, NRA Liaison 
(859) 858-0135 
thomasjmansfield@gmail.com

 
Michigan Rifle and Pistol Ass’n

Leo Cebula, President
(269) 781-1223; lcebula@hotmail.com

 
Missouri Sport Shooting Ass’n

Kevin Jamison, President
(314) 440-3811; kljamison@earthlink.net

 
Nebraska Marksmanship Ass’n

Bill Keil, President
(402) 933-4881; hpinne@cox.net

 
Wisconsin Firearm Owners, Ranges, Clubs, 
and Educators

Jeff Nass, Executive Director
jeff@wisconsinforce.org

TRAINING
Crime Prevention

NRA’s Refuse To Be A Victim program 
provides men and women with 

common-sense crime prevention and 
personal safety strategies. The most up-to-
date schedule is available on the Internet 
at NRAInstructors.org. Please contact the 
instructor listed for more information.

MAY 2—FOND DU LAC, WI
(Seminar)
Gay Trepanier (920) 602-0080

MAY 2—FOND DU LAC, WI 
(Instructor Development Workshop)
Gay Trepanier (920) 602-0080

MAY 13—SPEEDWAY, IN
(Seminar)
Chris Pope (317) 968-0920

LAW ENFORCEMENT
Training

Public and private officers interested in 
becoming firearm instructors should 

attend one of NRA’s Law Enforcement 
Firearms Instructor Development Schools, 
designed to enhance the instructors’ 
firearm knowledge and handling skills, 
as well as prepare them to develop 
effective training programs, instruct 
in a professional manner, and conduct 
practical training exercises.  Restricted to 
law enforcement officers only.  
 

MAY 19-23—FORT WAYNE, IN
(Handgun/Shotgun)

Contact Rudis Amaya (703) 267-1636 or 
ramaya@nrahq.org

Police Competition

NRA Police Pistol Combat competition 
is intended to be used as an extension 

of an officer’s training. See PPC Rulebook 
(Rule 2.4) for eligibility requirements.

MAY 17—BATES CITY, MO
(Approved)

Contact Tiffany King (703) 267-1621 or 
tking@nrahq.org
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For hotel accommodations at the NRA Annual Meetings, visit

www.nraam.org

NRA headquarters: (703) 267-1000
INTERNET ADDRESS: www.nra.org

Member information & benefi ts 
MEMBERSHIP ACCOUNT INFORMATION: (877) 672-2000 

 The “NRA Regional Report,” a service for NRA members, appears in every issue of American Rifl eman, American Hunter and 
America’s st Freedom. The Regional Report is an up-to-date listing of NRA conducted and/or sponsored events scheduled 
in your region for the current month. Call to verify event dates and locations before traveling.

MEMBER SERVICE (800) 672-3888
NRAstore.com (888) 607-6007
MEMBER PROGRAMS
 Hertz Car Rental CDP# 166609 (800) 654-2200
 AVIS Car Rental AWD# A832100 (800) 225-7094
 NRA Endorsed Insurance Programs (877) 672-3006
 NRA Endorsed Prescription Plan (888) 436-3700
 NRA Endorsed Check Program (888) 331-6767
 NRA VISA Card (866) NRA-VISA
 NRA Real Estate/Relocation Services (800) 593-2526
 NRA Endorsed Moving Program
    North American Van Lines (800) 524-5533
    Allied Van Lines (800) 871-8864

INSTITUTE FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION
 Grassroots/Legislative Hotline (800) 392-8683

OFFICE OF ADVANCEMENT (877) NRA-GIVE

THE NRA FOUNDATION (800) 423-6894

GIFT PLANNING (800) 672-4521
EDDIE EAGLE GUNSAFE PROGRAM (800) 231-0752
FRIENDS OF NRA (703) 267-1342
WOMEN ON TARGET (800) 861-1166
REFUSE TO BE A VICTIM (800) 861-1166
INSTRUCTOR/COACH (703) 267-1500
COMPETITIVE SHOOTING (703) 267-1468
FIELD OPERATIONS/RANGES (877) 672-7264
GUN COLLECTOR PROGRAMS (703) 267-1604
NRA AFFILIATED CLUBS (800) NRA-CLUB
HUNTER SERVICES (703) 267-1500
LAW ENFORCEMENT (703) 267-1640
NATIONAL FIREARMS MUSEUM (703) 267-1600
EDUCATION & TRAINING (703) 267-1500
MEDIA RELATIONS (703) 267-1595
YOUTH PROGRAMS (703) 267-1505  
PROGRAM MATERIALS CENTER (800) 336-7402

regional report  •  east

PISTOL
WAPPINGERS FALLS, NY MAY 4
GREENVILLE, PA MAY 9-10
MILAN TOWNSHIP, OH MAY 18
JERICHO, VT MAY 24-25

ACTION PISTOL
BEDFORD, VA MAY 3

SMALLBORE RIFLE
NEW FREEDOM, PA MAY 17-18

HIGH POWER RIFLE
CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA MAY 3
DUNCAN FALLS, OH MAY 4
WEST NOLTON, VT MAY 24-26
FALLEN TIMBER, PA MAY 30-JUNE 1

BLACK POWDER TARGET RIFLE
MILLVILLE, NJ MAY 25

SILHOUETTE
JACKSON, NJ MAY 3
STATEN ISLAND, NY MAY 17
SHIPPENSBURG, PA MAY 17

For more information, contact Tonia Forte at 
(703) 267-1466 or tforte@nrahq.org. For a complete 

listing, see www.shootingsportsusa.com.

areashoots

Whether you’re a hunter, competitive 
shooter or just a proud gun 

owner, Friends of NRA has something 
for everyone. The format is simple—
food, fun, family and fundraising! At 

every Friends of NRA banquet you’ll 
have the opportunity to participate in 
games, raffl  es, live and silent auctions, 
and more. You’ll also fi nd many unique 
items including limited edition fi rearms, 
wildlife art, jewelry and outdoor gear. 
To learn more about events in your area, 

visit www.friendsofnra.org, contact 
your local fi eld representative or call 
(800) 672-3888, ext. 1342. 

Eastern Region Director—Bryan Hoover
bhoover@nrahq.org 

Northern OH—Marc Peugeot
mpeugeot@nrahq.org 

Southern OH—Andrew Root
aroot@nrahq.org

ME, VT, NH—Brian Smith
bsmith@nrahq.org

NJ, MA, RI, CT—Jim Reardon
jreardon@nrahq.org

NY—Jay Rusnock
jrusnock@nrahq.org

Eastern PA, DE—Kory Enck
kenck@nrahq.org

Western PA—Tom Baldrige
tbaldrige@nrahq.org

Eastern VA, Eastern MD, DC—
David Wells

dwells@nrahq.org

Western VA, Western MD, WV—
Jim Kilgore

jkilgore@nrahq.org

Art Piece of the Year: Fort McHenry Commemorative Flag Set
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MAY 3 MONROE, OH
Treasure Aisles Event Center, Patriot Gun and Knife 
Show (513) 638-8688

MAY 3-4 COLUMBUS, OH
Westland Mall, C&E Gun Shows (540) 953-0016

MAY 3-4 DAYTON, OH
Hara Arena, Bill Goodman’s Gun and Knife Show 
(502) 538-3900

MAY 3-4 LIMA, OH
Allen County Fairgrounds, Tri State Gun 
Collectors, Inc. (419) 647-0067

MAY 3-4 EAST CANTON, OH
Foltz Community Center, Heritage Arms Gun Shows 
(330) 806-1110*

MAY 3-4 HAMBURG, NY
Erie County Fairgrounds, Niagara Frontier Gun 
Shows (716) 542-9929

MAY 3-4 MIDDLETOWN, NY
Orange County Fairgrounds, Newmart 
Promotions, Inc. (914) 248-1000

MAY 10 MONROE, OH
Treasure Aisles Event Center, Patriot Gun and Knife 
Show (513) 638-8688

MAY 10-11 ALLENTOWN, PA
Allentown Fairgrounds, Forks for the Delaware 
Historical Arms Society, Inc. (610) 438-9006

MAY 17 MONROE, OH
Treasure Aisles Event Center, Patriot Gun and Knife 
Show (513) 638-8688

MAY 17-18 WILMINGTON, DE
Nur Shrine Temple, Nur Temple Legion of Honor 
(410) 438-3938

MAY 17-18 HAMPTON, VA
Hampton Roads Convention Center, SGK Gun 
Shows (757) 483-5385

MAY 17-18 SALEM, VA
The Salem Civic Center, C&E Gun Shows  
(540) 953-0016

MAY 17-18 PHILADELPHIA, PA
Philadelphia National Guard Armory, Appalachian 
Promotions (717) 697-3088

MAY 17-18 WILMINGTON, OH
Roberts Centre, Ohio Gun Collectors Ass’n  
(330) 467-5733

MAY 17-18 SHARONVILLE, OH
Sharonville Convention Center, Bill Goodman’s Gun 
and Knife Show (502) 538-3900

MAY 17-18 MANSFIELD, OH
Richland County Fairgrounds, Heritage Arms Gun 
Shows (330) 806-1110*

MAY 17-18 ALTOONA, PA
Riggles Gap Sportsmen’s Club, Blair County Game, 
Fish and Forestry Ass’n (814) 942-8522

MAY 17-18 LEBANON, PA
Lebanon Expo Center, Eagle Arms Productions 
(610) 393-3047

MAY 17-18 HUNTINGDON, PA
Huntington Fairgrounds, Commonwealth Target 
Company (570) 640-0144

MAY 17-18 DERRY, NH
The Sports Zone, Westchester Collectors, Inc.  
(914) 248-1000

MAY 18 BRODHEADSVILLE, PA
128 Route 715, West End Volunteer Fire Company 
(570) 977-7822

MAY 24 MONROE, OH
Treasure Aisles Event Center, Patriot Gun and Knife 
Show (513) 638-8688

MAY 24-25 GETTYSBURG, PA
Allstar Events Complex, Eagle Arms Productions 
(610) 393-3047

MAY 31 MONROE, OH
Treasure Aisles Event Center, Patriot Gun and Knife 
Show (513) 638-8688

MAY 31-JUNE 1 HAGERSTOWN, MD
Hagerstown Conference Center, Hager Hall Event 
Group (301)-797-9004

MAY 31-JUNE 1 OAKS, PA
Greater Philadelphia Expo at Oaks, Eagle Arms 
Productions (610) 393-3047

Dates and locations subject to change—contact the show before traveling. Discounted NRA membership sold through NRA 
recruiters. *Some shows may offer free admission for new membership and renewals. To become an NRA Recruiter call (703) 267-3714.

gunshows

LAW ENFORCEMENT

Training

Public and private officers interested in 
becoming firearm instructors should 

attend one of NRA’s 
Law Enforcement 

Firearms Instructor 
Development 

Schools, designed 
to enhance the 

instructors’ firearm 
knowledge and 
handling skills, as 
well as prepare 
them to develop 

effective training 
programs, instruct in a 

professional manner, and 
conduct practical training exercises.  
Restricted to law enforcement officers only.

MAY 5-9—ANGOLA, NY
(Tactical Shotgun)

MAY 5-9—LORDS VALLEY, PA
(Handgun/Shotgun)

MAY 5-9—MINERAL POINT, PA
(Tactical Shooting)

MAY 5-9—JACKSON, NJ
(Tactical Shotgun)

MAY 12-16—HOWELL, NJ
(Patrol Rifle)

MAY 12-16—BEDFORD, PA
(Patrol Rifle)

MAY 12-16—PITTSBURGH, PA
(Handgun/Shotgun)

Contact Erika Buchanan (703) 267-1638 
or ebuchanan@nrahq.org

Police Competition

NRA Police Pistol Combat competition 
is intended to be used as an 

extension of an officer’s training. See 
PPC Rulebook (Rule 2.4) for eligibility 
requirements.

MAY 5—LEBANON, PA
(Approved)

MAY 16-17—CHESTER, NY
(Approval)

MAY 17—FREDERICK, MD
(Registered)

Contact Tiffany King (703) 267-1621 or 
tking@nrahq.org

TRAINING

Crime Prevention

NRA’s Refuse To Be A Victim program 
provides men and women with 

common-sense crime prevention and 
personal safety strategies. The most up-to-
date schedule is available on the Internet 
at NRAInstructors.org. Please contact the 
instructor listed for more information.

MAY 1—RICHMOND, VA
(Seminar)
Sydney Van Buren (804) 874-2343

MAY 3—ASHAWAY, RI
(Seminar)
Lyd Neugent (401) 377-8184

MAY 4—CHARLES TOWN, WV
(Seminar)
Dennis Stoika (732) 620-2311

MAY 5—ELYRIA, OH
(Seminar)
Roger Dorsey (440) 822-7241

MAY 17—BRISTOL, CT
(Seminar)
Michael Ptaszynski (860) 582-4388

MAY 18—BRISTOL, CT
(Instructor Development Workshop)
Michael Ptaszynski (860) 582-4388

MAY 25—MIDDLETOWN, NJ
(Instructor Development Workshop)
Robert Wilson (732) 791-4880
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For hotel accommodations at the NRA Annual Meetings, visit

www.nraam.org

NRA headquarters: (703) 267-1000
INTERNET ADDRESS: www.nra.org

Member information & benefi ts 
MEMBERSHIP ACCOUNT INFORMATION: (877) 672-2000 

 The “NRA Regional Report,” a service for NRA members, appears in every issue of American Rifl eman, American Hunter and 
America’s st Freedom. The Regional Report is an up-to-date listing of NRA conducted and/or sponsored events scheduled 
in your region for the current month. Call to verify event dates and locations before traveling.

MEMBER SERVICE (800) 672-3888
NRAstore.com (888) 607-6007
MEMBER PROGRAMS
 Hertz Car Rental CDP# 166609 (800) 654-2200
 AVIS Car Rental AWD# A832100 (800) 225-7094
 NRA Endorsed Insurance Programs (877) 672-3006
 NRA Endorsed Prescription Plan (888) 436-3700
 NRA Endorsed Check Program (888) 331-6767
 NRA VISA Card (866) NRA-VISA
 NRA Real Estate/Relocation Services (800) 593-2526
 NRA Endorsed Moving Program
    North American Van Lines (800) 524-5533
    Allied Van Lines (800) 871-8864

INSTITUTE FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION
 Grassroots/Legislative Hotline (800) 392-8683

OFFICE OF ADVANCEMENT (877) NRA-GIVE

THE NRA FOUNDATION (800) 423-6894

GIFT PLANNING (800) 672-4521
EDDIE EAGLE GUNSAFE PROGRAM (800) 231-0752
FRIENDS OF NRA (703) 267-1342
WOMEN ON TARGET (800) 861-1166
REFUSE TO BE A VICTIM (800) 861-1166
INSTRUCTOR/COACH (703) 267-1500
COMPETITIVE SHOOTING (703) 267-1468
FIELD OPERATIONS/RANGES (877) 672-7264
GUN COLLECTOR PROGRAMS (703) 267-1604
NRA AFFILIATED CLUBS (800) NRA-CLUB
HUNTER SERVICES (703) 267-1500
LAW ENFORCEMENT (703) 267-1640
NATIONAL FIREARMS MUSEUM (703) 267-1600
EDUCATION & TRAINING (703) 267-1500
MEDIA RELATIONS (703) 267-1595
YOUTH PROGRAMS (703) 267-1505  
PROGRAM MATERIALS CENTER (800) 336-7402

regional report  •  midwest

PISTOL
MANOR, TX MAY 16-18
WHITEWATER, KS MAY 31

SMALLBORE RIFLE
PINE BLUFF, AR MAY 3
WHITEWATER, KS MAY 10

HIGH POWER RIFLE
CARTHAGE, TX MAY 2-4
JULIFF, TX MAY 10
COWETTA, OK MAY 24

SILHOUETTE
WORTHAM, TX MAY 3-4
MANOR, TX MAY 17
WHITEWATER, KS MAY 17
RATON, NM MAY 18
BENTON, AR MAY 25
BAUXITE, AR MAY 31

For more information, contact Tonia Forte at 
(703) 267-1466 or tforte@nrahq.org. For a complete 

listing, see www.shootingsportsusa.com.

areashoots

Whether you’re a hunter, competitive 
shooter or just a proud gun 

owner, Friends of NRA has something 
for everyone. The format is simple—

food, fun, family and fundraising! At 
every Friends of NRA banquet you’ll 
have the opportunity to participate in 
games, raffl  es, live and silent auctions, 
and more. You’ll also fi nd many unique 
items including limited edition fi rearms, 

wildlife art, jewelry and outdoor gear. 
To learn more about events in your area, 
visit www.friendsofnra.org, contact 
your local fi eld representative or call 
(800) 672-3888, ext. 1342. 

Midwest Region Director—Tom Ulik
tulik@nrahq.org

AR—Erica Willard
ewillard@nrahq.org

CO—Brad Dreier
bdreier@nrahq.org

KS—Rick Chrisman
rchrisman@nrahq.org

NM—Peter Ide
pide@nrahq.org

OK—Darren DeLong
ddelong@nrahq.org

Northern TX—Chris Griffin
cgriffin@nrahq.org

Southern TX—Liz Foley
efoley@nrahq.org

Western TX—Jack Cannon
jcannon@nrahq.org

Art Piece of the Year: Fort McHenry Commemorative Flag Set
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MAY 2-4 WACO, TX
Tucker Hall, Lone Star Antique Arms Convention 
(254) 744-4772

MAY 3-4 SPRINGFIELD, AR
Ozark Empire Fairgrounds, RK Shows (563) 927-8176

MAY 3-4 JACKSONVILLE, AR
Former Wal Mart Building, RK Shows (563) 927-8176

MAY 3-4 COLORADO SPRINGS, CO
Rustic Hills Event Center, Prospectors Sertoma 
(719) 630-3976

MAY 3-4 CHICKASHA, OK
Grady County Fairgrounds, Badshot Gunshows 
(405) 503-3665

MAY 3-4 OKLAHOMA CITY, OK
Fairgrounds, Metcalf Gun Shows (918) 272-1119

MAY 3-4 SAN ANTONIO, TX
San Antonio Events Center, Saxet Trades Shows 
(361) 289-2256

MAY 3-4 BELTON, TX
Bell County Expo Center, The Real Texas Gun Show 
(713) 724-8881

MAY 3-4 FORT WORTH, TX
Will Rodgers Center, Premier Gun Shows 
(817) 732-1194

MAY 17-18 DENVER, CO
Merchandise Mart, Colorado Gun Collectors Ass’n 
(720) 482-0167

MAY 17-18 OKLAHOMA CITY, OK
Oklahoma State Fairgrounds, Claude Hall’s Original 
Oklahoma City Gun Show (405) 842-3277

MAY 17-18 AMARILLO, TX
Amarillo Civic Center, Pioneer Gun Collectors Ass’n 
(806) 353-3950

MAY 17-18 MESQUITE, TX
Big Town Event Center, Big Town Gun Shows  
(817) 732-1194

MAY 24-25 DURANT, OK
Bryan County Fair Grounds, Sportsmen’s Gun Shows 
(580) 230-8185

MAY 24-25 TULSA, OK
Tulsa Fairgrounds, RK Shows (563) 927-8176

MAY 24-25 FORT WORTH, TX
Will Rodgers Center, Lone Star Gun Shows  
(214) 635-2009

MAY 24-25 SAN ANTONIO, TX
Pedrotti’s North Wind Ranch, Liberty Gun Shows 
(512) 774-4867

MAY 31-JUNE 1 OKLAHOMA CITY, OK
Oklahoma City Fairgrounds, Grand American Arms 
Shows (405) 612-0223

MAY 31-JUNE 1 BRENHAM, TX
Brenham Firearms Center, The Real Texas Gun Show 
(713) 724-8881

MAY 31-JUNE 1 CLEVELAND, TX
Cleveland Civic Center, Greater Cleveland Chamber 
of Commerce (919) 773-8448

MAY 31-JUNE 1 SAN ANTONIO, TX
Expo Hall at the Freeman, Premier Gun Shows  
(817) 732-1194

Dates and locations subject to change—contact the show before traveling. Discounted NRA membership sold through NRA 
recruiters. *Some shows may offer free admission for new membership and renewals. To become an NRA Recruiter call (703) 267-3776.

gunshows

TRAINING
Crime Prevention

NRA’s Refuse To Be A Victim program 
provides men and women with 

common-sense crime prevention and 
personal safety strategies. The most 
up-to-date schedule is available on the 
Internet at NRAInstructors.org. Please 
contact the instructor listed for more 
information.

MAY 5—WICHITA, KS
(Seminar)
Warren Glore (316) 641-2842

MAY 19—WICHITA, KS
(Seminar)
Warren Glore (316) 641-2842

MAY 25—GRAND JUNCTION, CO
(Seminar)
Guy Masterson (970) 270-3203

STATE ASSOCIATIONS

NRA-affiliated state associations 
promote and support the purposes, 

objectives, policies and programs of the 
NRA. For more information, contact your 
state association listed here, or log on to 
www.nrahq.org/clubs/index.asp.

Arkansas Rifle and Pistol Ass’n
Ann Fairless, Secretary/Treasurer
(501) 327-4702
aekfairless@sbcglobal.net

Colorado State Shooting Ass’n
Tony Fabian, President
(720) 283-1376; pres@cssa.org

Kansas State Rifle Ass’n
Patricia Stoneking, President
(913) 608-1910;  
pstoneking@ksraweb.org

New Mexico Shooting Sports Ass’n, Inc.
Leonard Stans, Vice President
(505) 821-6356; vicepresident@nmssa.org

Oklahoma Rifle Ass’n
Charles Smith, Executive Director
(405) 324-8498; okgun@cox.net

Texas State Rifle Ass’n
Bruce Kivell, Executive Director
(512) 615-4200; execdir@tsra.com

LAW ENFORCEMENT
Training

Public and private officers interested in 
becoming firearm instructors should 

attend one of NRA’s Law Enforcement 
Firearms Instructor Development Schools, 
designed to enhance the instructors’ 
firearm knowledge and handling skills, 

as well as prepare them to develop 
effective training programs, instruct 
in a professional manner, and conduct 
practical training exercises.  Restricted to 
law enforcement officers only.

MAY 19-23—GUNNISON, CO
(Patrol Rifle)

Contact Mary Shine (703) 267-1628 or 
mshine@nrahq.org
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For hotel accommodations at the NRA Annual Meetings, visit

www.nraam.org

NRA headquarters: (703) 267-1000
INTERNET ADDRESS: www.nra.org

Member information & benefi ts 
MEMBERSHIP ACCOUNT INFORMATION: (877) 672-2000 

 The “NRA Regional Report,” a service for NRA members, appears in every issue of American Rifl eman, American Hunter and 
America’s st Freedom. The Regional Report is an up-to-date listing of NRA conducted and/or sponsored events scheduled 
in your region for the current month. Call to verify event dates and locations before traveling.

MEMBER SERVICE (800) 672-3888
NRAstore.com (888) 607-6007
MEMBER PROGRAMS
 Hertz Car Rental CDP# 166609 (800) 654-2200
 AVIS Car Rental AWD# A832100 (800) 225-7094
 NRA Endorsed Insurance Programs (877) 672-3006
 NRA Endorsed Prescription Plan (888) 436-3700
 NRA Endorsed Check Program (888) 331-6767
 NRA VISA Card (866) NRA-VISA
 NRA Real Estate/Relocation Services (800) 593-2526
 NRA Endorsed Moving Program
    North American Van Lines (800) 524-5533
    Allied Van Lines (800) 871-8864

INSTITUTE FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION
 Grassroots/Legislative Hotline (800) 392-8683

OFFICE OF ADVANCEMENT (877) NRA-GIVE

THE NRA FOUNDATION (800) 423-6894

GIFT PLANNING (800) 672-4521
EDDIE EAGLE GUNSAFE PROGRAM (800) 231-0752
FRIENDS OF NRA (703) 267-1342
WOMEN ON TARGET (800) 861-1166
REFUSE TO BE A VICTIM (800) 861-1166
INSTRUCTOR/COACH (703) 267-1500
COMPETITIVE SHOOTING (703) 267-1468
FIELD OPERATIONS/RANGES (877) 672-7264
GUN COLLECTOR PROGRAMS (703) 267-1604
NRA AFFILIATED CLUBS (800) NRA-CLUB
HUNTER SERVICES (703) 267-1500
LAW ENFORCEMENT (703) 267-1640
NATIONAL FIREARMS MUSEUM (703) 267-1600
EDUCATION & TRAINING (703) 267-1500
MEDIA RELATIONS (703) 267-1595
YOUTH PROGRAMS (703) 267-1505  
PROGRAM MATERIALS CENTER (800) 336-7402

regional report  •  south

PISTOL
PENSACOLA, FL MAY 3-4
WAXHAW, NC MAY 10
SOUTH CONGAREE, SC MAY 17
COLUMBIA, TN MAY 24-25

ACTION PISTOL
HOLMWOOD, LA MAY 17
WILMINGTON, NC MAY 25

SMALLBORE RIFLE
CUSSETA, GA MAY 4
HOLLYWOOD, FL MAY 10
CREEDMOOR, NC MAY 10
DONALDSONVILLE, LA MAY 10
MEMPHIS, TN MAY 17

HIGH POWER RIFLE
FORT BENNING, GA MAY 3
CLINTON, MS MAY 17
COLUMBUS, NC MAY 17
GALLATIN, TN MAY 17
GONZALES, LA MAY 25
ORLANDO, FL MAY 25
HOOVER, AL MAY 25

SILHOUETTE
HOOVER, AL MAY 3
RUTHERFORDTON, NC MAY 3-4
BRANDON, MS MAY 10
CHULUOTA, FL MAY 11
PALM BAY, FL MAY 17

For more information, contact Tonia Forte at 
(703) 267-1466 or tforte@nrahq.org. For a complete 

listing, see www.shootingsportsusa.com.

areashoots

Whether you’re a hunter, competitive 
shooter or just a proud gun 

owner, Friends of NRA has something 
for everyone. The format is simple—
food, fun, family and fundraising! At 
every Friends of NRA banquet you’ll 
have the opportunity to participate in 
games, raffl  es, live and silent auctions, 
and more. You’ll also fi nd many unique 
items including limited edition fi rearms, 
wildlife art, jewelry and outdoor gear. 
To learn more about events in your area, 
visit www.friendsofnra.org, contact 
your local fi eld representative or call 
(800) 672-3888, ext. 1342. 

Southern Region Director—Al Hammond
ahammond@nrahq.org

LA—Chad Bowen
cbowen@nrahq.org

AL, MS—Gene Newman
snewman@nrahq.org

Northern FL—Bret Eldridge
    peldridge@nrahq.org

Southern FL—Tom Knight  
tknight@nrahq.org

GA—Brad Ward
bward@nrahq.org

Eastern NC—Lloyd Edwards
ledwards@nrahq.org

Western NC—Doug Merrill
rmerrill@nrahq.org

SC—T. Dale Carwile
tcarwile@nrahq.org

TN—Mike Webb
mwebb@nrahq.org

LAW ENFORCEMENT
Training

Public and private offi  cers interested in 
becoming fi rearm instructors should 

attend one of NRA’s Law Enforcement 
Firearms Instructor Development Schools, 
designed to enhance the instructors’ 
fi rearm knowledge and handling skills, 
as well as prepare them to develop 
eff ective training programs, instruct 
in a professional manner, and conduct 
practical training exercises.  Restricted to 
law enforcement offi  cers only.

MAY 5-9—FLORENCE, AL
(Tactical Shooting)

MAY 5-9—NEW IBERIA, LA
(Patrol Rifle)

MAY 19-23—SOPCHOPPY, FL
(Tactical Shotgun)

Contact Rudis Amaya (703) 267-1636 or 
ramaya@nrahq.org

Police Competition

NRA Police Pistol Combat competition 
is intended to be used as an 

extension of an offi  cer’s training. See 
PPC Rulebook (Rule 2.4) for eligibility 
requirements.

MAY 2-3—CHARLESTON, SC
(Regional)

MAY 10—MEMPHIS, TN
(Registered)

MAY 11—COLUMBIA, SC
(Approved)

MAY 14—PEARL, MS
(Registered)
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MAY 3-4 MELBOURNE, FL
Melbourne Auditorium, Florida Gun & Knife Shows 
(321) 777-7455

MAY 3-4 MONROE, LA
Monroe Civic Center, Jean Lafitte Gun Shows  
(337) 302-5535

MAY 3-4 FORT LAUDERDALE, FL
War Memorial Auditorium, Suncoast Gun Shows 
(954) 828-5380

MAY 3-4 RALEIGH, NC
North Carolina State Fairgrounds, Dixie Gun & Knife 
Show Classic (919) 781-1287

MAY 3-4 PERRY, GA
Georgia National Fairgrounds, Eastman Gun Shows 
(229) 425-9881

MAY 3-4 MUSCLE SHOALS, AL
North Alabama State Fairgrounds, VPI Gun Shows 
(256) 381-0506

MAY 3-4 ROBERTSDALE, AL
Baldwin County Coliseum, Collectors & Shooters 
Company (334) 279-9895

MAY 3-4 KNOXVILLE, TN
Knoxville Expo Center, RK Gun Shows  
(563) 927-8176

MAY 3-4 NASHVILLE, TN
Tennessee State Fairgrounds, Bill Goodman Gun 
Shows (502) 538-6900

MAY 3-4 HOUMA, LA
Houma-Terrebonne Civic Center, Jean Lafitte Gun 
Show (337) 302-5535

MAY 10-11 WEST PALM BEACH, FL
South Florida Fairgrounds, Florida Gun & Knife 
Shows (321) 777-7455

MAY 17-18 GONZALES, LA
Lamar Dixon Expo Hall, Classic Arms Productions 
(985) 624-8577

MAY 17-18 GWINNETT COUNTY, GA
North Atlanta Trade Center, Eastman Gun Shows 
(229) 425-9881

MAY 17-18 BIRMINGHAM, AL
Greater Birmingham Convention Center, Great 
Southern Gun & Knife Shows (865) 458-0051

MAY 17-18 FLETCHER, NC
WNC Agricultural Center, Mike Kent Shows  
(770) 630-7296

MAY 17-18 PASCAGOULA, MS
Jackson County Fairgrounds, Big Pop Fireworks 
(601) 498-4235

MAY 17-18 JACKSONVILLE, NC
American Legion Building, S&D Gun Shows  
(252) 745-5647

MAY 24-25 PALLMETTO, FL
Manatee Civic Center, Suncoast Gun Shows  
(941) 722-3244

MAY 24-25 WILMINGTON, NC
National Guard Armory, S&D Gun Shows  
(252) 745-5647

MAY 24-25 SPARTA, TN
White County Agricultural Complex, Tennessee 
Classic Sportsman (931) 205-0176

MAY 24-25 BLUE RIDGE, GA
Kiwanis Fairgrounds, North Georgia Gun Shows 
(828) 557-1543

MAY 24-25 WINSTON-SALEM, NC
LJVM Coliseum, C&E Gun Shows (540) 953-0016

MAY 24-25 DELAND, FL
Volusia County Fairgrounds, Florida Gun & Knife 
Shows (321) 777-7455

MAY 31-JUNE 1 MARIETTA, GA
Jim Miller Park, Eastman Gun Shows (229) 425-9881

MAY 31-JUNE 1  FAYETTEVILLE, NC
Crown Coliseum, C&E Gun Shows (540) 953-0016

MAY 31-JUNE 1  LADSON, SC
Exchange Park Fairgrounds, Mike Kent Shows 
(770) 630-7296

MAY 31- JUNE 1 NASHVILLE, TN
Tennessee State Fairgrounds, Bill Goodman Gun 
Shows (502) 538-6900

MAY 31-JUNE 1 MIAMI, FL
Miami-Dade County Fair and Expo Center, Florida 
Gun Shows (407) 275-7233

MAY 31-JUNE 1 RALEIGH, NC
North Carolina State Fairgrounds, Carolina Trader 
(704) 282-1339

Dates and locations subject to change—contact the show before traveling. Discounted NRA membership sold through NRA 
recruiters. *Some shows may offer free admission for new membership and renewals. To become an NRA Recruiter call (703) 267-3772.

gunshows

MAY 15—PEARL, MS
(State Championship)

MAY 16—PEARL, MS
(Regional)

MAY 17—LEXINGTON, SC
(Registered)

MAY 22—SUMTER, SC
(Approved)

Contact Tiffany King (703) 267-1621 or 
tking@nrahq.org

TRAINING

Crime Prevention

NRA’s Refuse To Be A Victim program 
provides men and women with 

common-sense crime prevention and 
personal safety strategies. The most 
up-to-date schedule is available on the 
Internet at NRAInstructors.org. Please 
contact the instructor listed for more 
information.

MAY 10—CLINTON, MS
(Seminar)
Quinton Frasier (601) 540-2698

MAY 17—MOUNT DORA, FL
(Seminar)
Randall Brocius (352) 519-4867

MAY 17—LAFAYETTE, LA
(Instructor Development Workshop)
Shane Robichaux (337) 303-7294

MAY 17—FERNANDINA BEACH, FL
(Instructor Development Workshop)
Bernard Martinage (904) 335-0525

MAY 24—KNOXVILLE, TN
(Seminar)
Jerry Huffman (865) 539-7165

STATE ASSOCIATIONS

NRA-affiliated state associations 
promote and support the purposes, 

objectives, policies and programs of the 
NRA. For more information, contact your 
state association listed here, or log on to 
www.nrahq.org/clubs/index.asp.

Alabama Rifle and Pistol Ass’n
James Moses, President 
(256) 534-7968; j.moses1@comcast.net

Florida Sport Shooting Ass’n
Al Dart, Secretary 
Rimfire22@aol.com

Georgia Sport Shooting Ass’n
Barbara Senbertrand, President
(912) 778-4577; Beeranch@btconlline.net

Louisiana Shooting Ass’n
Daniel Zelenka II, President 
(504) 421-1323 
dzelenka@louisianashooting.com

Mississippi State Firearm Owners Ass’n
Douglas Bowser, President 
douglasmbowser@yahoo.com

North Carolina Rifle and Pistol Ass’n
David McFarling, President 
(910) 295-7220  
dhmcfarling@mindspring.com

Gun Owners of South Carolina
Gerald Stoudemire 
(803) 345-5761; LMGS@sc.rr.com

Tennessee Shooting Sports Ass’n, Inc.
Ray Harvey, President 
(615) 291-6762; tnssa@earthlink.net
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For hotel accommodations at the NRA Annual Meetings, visit

www.nraam.org

NRA headquarters: (703) 267-1000
INTERNET ADDRESS: www.nra.org

Member information & benefi ts 
MEMBERSHIP ACCOUNT INFORMATION: (877) 672-2000 

 The “NRA Regional Report,” a service for NRA members, appears in every issue of American Rifl eman, American Hunter and 
America’s st Freedom. The Regional Report is an up-to-date listing of NRA conducted and/or sponsored events scheduled 
in your region for the current month. Call to verify event dates and locations before traveling.

MEMBER SERVICE (800) 672-3888
NRAstore.com (888) 607-6007
MEMBER PROGRAMS
 Hertz Car Rental CDP# 166609 (800) 654-2200
 AVIS Car Rental AWD# A832100 (800) 225-7094
 NRA Endorsed Insurance Programs (877) 672-3006
 NRA Endorsed Prescription Plan (888) 436-3700
 NRA Endorsed Check Program (888) 331-6767
 NRA VISA Card (866) NRA-VISA
 NRA Real Estate/Relocation Services (800) 593-2526
 NRA Endorsed Moving Program
    North American Van Lines (800) 524-5533
    Allied Van Lines (800) 871-8864

INSTITUTE FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION
 Grassroots/Legislative Hotline (800) 392-8683

OFFICE OF ADVANCEMENT (877) NRA-GIVE

THE NRA FOUNDATION (800) 423-6894

GIFT PLANNING (800) 672-4521
EDDIE EAGLE GUNSAFE PROGRAM (800) 231-0752
FRIENDS OF NRA (703) 267-1342
WOMEN ON TARGET (800) 861-1166
REFUSE TO BE A VICTIM (800) 861-1166
INSTRUCTOR/COACH (703) 267-1500
COMPETITIVE SHOOTING (703) 267-1468
FIELD OPERATIONS/RANGES (877) 672-7264
GUN COLLECTOR PROGRAMS (703) 267-1604
NRA AFFILIATED CLUBS (800) NRA-CLUB
HUNTER SERVICES (703) 267-1500
LAW ENFORCEMENT (703) 267-1640
NATIONAL FIREARMS MUSEUM (703) 267-1600
EDUCATION & TRAINING (703) 267-1500
MEDIA RELATIONS (703) 267-1595
YOUTH PROGRAMS (703) 267-1505  
PROGRAM MATERIALS CENTER (800) 336-7402

regional report  •  southwest

PISTOL
SLOUGHHOUSE, CA MAY 4
PHOENIX, AZ MAY 18

SMALLBORE RIFLE
SOUTH EL MONTE, CA MAY 17-18

HIGH POWER RIFLE
BOULDER CITY, NV MAY 18
TUCSON, AZ MAY 24
CAMP PENDLETON, CA MAY 24-25

SILHOUETTE
GONZALES, CA MAY 3
NORCO, CA MAY 4
AVENAL, CA MAY 10
PHOENIX, AZ MAY 18
TUCSON, AZ MAY 24
SAN FERNANDO, CA MAY 24

For more information, contact Tonia Forte at 
(703) 267-1466 or tforte@nrahq.org. For a complete 

listing, see www.shootingsportsusa.com.

areashoots

Whether you’re a hunter, competitive 
shooter or just a proud gun 

owner, Friends of NRA has something 
for everyone. The format is simple—
food, fun, family and fundraising! At 

every Friends of NRA banquet you’ll 
have the opportunity to participate in 
games, raffl  es, live and silent auctions, 
and more. You’ll also fi nd many unique 
items including limited edition fi rearms, 
wildlife art, jewelry and outdoor gear. 
To learn more about events in your area, 

visit www.friendsofnra.org, contact 
your local fi eld representative or call 
(800) 672-3888, ext. 1342. 

Southwest Region Director—Jason Quick
jquick@nrahq.org

AZ—Winston Pendleton
wpendleton@nrahq.org

Central CA—Bob Anderson
randerson@nrahq.org

Eastern CA, Western NV—Steve Wilson
swilson@nrahq.org

Northern CA—Dan Wilhelm
dwilhelm@nrahq.org

Southern CA, Southern NV—Mike Davis
mdavis@nrahq.org

UT, Eastern NV—John Kendall
jkendall@nrahq.org

STATE ASSOCIATIONS

NRA-affi  liated state associations 
promote and support the purposes, 

objectives, policies and programs of the 
NRA. For more information, contact your 

Art Piece of the Year: Fort McHenry Commemorative Flag Set
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MAY 3-4  SIERRA VISTA, AZ
Widermere Hotel, Arizona Peacemaker Gun Shows  
(520) 747-5709

MAY 3-4 BAKERSFIELD, CA
Kern County Fairgrounds, Central Coast Gun Shows 
(805) 481-6726

MAY 10-11 PRESCOTT VALLEY, AZ
Tim’s Toyota Center, Arizona Peacemaker Gun 
Shows (520) 747-5709

MAY 10-11 ELKO, NV
Elko County Fairgrounds, American Dream Gun 
Show (775) 835-9677

MAY 17-18 FLAGSTAFF, AZ
Coconino County Fairgrounds, Arizona Collectibles 
and Firearms (928) 310-8544

MAY 17-18 CHICO, CA
Chico Elks Lodge, Chico Rod & Gun Club  
(530) 894-1648

MAY 17-18 PASO ROBLES, CA
Paso Robles Event Center, Central Coast Gun Shows 
(805) 481-6726

MAY 17-18 TURLOCK, CA
Stanislaus County Fairgrounds, Code of the West 
Production (530) 676-8762

MAY 23-25 FALLON, NV
Eagles Hall, Silver Sage Promotions (775) 287-3951

MAY 24-25 LAS VEGAS, NV
Sports Center, Oklahoma City Gun Shows, Inc.  
(405) 842-3277

MAY 31-JUNE 1 GLOBE, AZ
Apache Gold Casino, Western Collectibles and 
Firearms (928) 848-0070

MAY 31-JUNE 1 VALLEJO, CA
Solano County Fairgrounds, Code of the West 
Production (530) 676-8762

MAY 31-JUNE 1 LAS VEGAS, NV
South Point Casino, Rocky Mountain Gun Shows 
(801) 589-0975

Dates and locations subject to change—contact the show before traveling. Discounted NRA membership sold through NRA 
recruiters. *Some shows may offer free admission for new membership and renewals. To become an NRA Recruiter call (703) 267-3784.

gunshows

state association listed here, or log on to 
www.nrahq.org/clubs/index.asp.

Arizona State Rifle & Pistol Ass’n
Noble Hathaway, President
(623) 687-4251; president@asrpa.com

California Rifle & Pistol Ass’n, Inc.
John Fields, Executive Director
(714) 992-2772; jcfields@crpa.org

Nevada Firearms Coalition
Don Turner, President
(702) 373-5935; don@nvfac.org 

Utah State Rifle & Pistol Ass’n
Elwood Powell, President
(801) 394-1900; 1dpowell@sisna.com

LAW ENFORCEMENT
Training

Public and private officers interested in 
becoming firearm instructors should 

attend one of NRA’s Law Enforcement 
Firearms Instructor Development Schools, 
designed to enhance the instructors’ 
firearm knowledge and handling skills, 
as well as prepare them to develop 
effective training programs, instruct 
in a professional manner, and conduct 
practical training exercises.  Restricted to 
law enforcement officers only.

MAY 12-16—RICHMOND, CA
(Handgun/Shotgun)

Contact Mary Shine (703) 267-1628 or 
mshine@nrahq.org

TRAINING
Crime Prevention

NRA’s Refuse To Be A Victim program 
provides men and women with 

common-sense crime prevention and 
personal safety strategies. The most up-to-
date schedule is available on the Internet 

at NRAInstructors.org. Please contact the 
instructor listed for more information.

MAY 24—LAS VEGAS, NV
(Seminar) 
Mary Norman (702) 361-5455

MAY 24—LAS VEGAS, NV
(Instructor Development Workshop) 
Bill Schwarz (702) 361-5455
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For hotel accommodations at the NRA Annual Meetings, visit

www.nraam.org

NRA headquarters: (703) 267-1000
INTERNET ADDRESS: www.nra.org

Member information & benefi ts 
MEMBERSHIP ACCOUNT INFORMATION: (877) 672-2000 

 The “NRA Regional Report,” a service for NRA members, appears in every issue of American Rifl eman, American Hunter and 
America’s st Freedom. The Regional Report is an up-to-date listing of NRA conducted and/or sponsored events scheduled 
in your region for the current month. Call to verify event dates and locations before traveling.

MEMBER SERVICE (800) 672-3888
NRAstore.com (888) 607-6007
MEMBER PROGRAMS
 Hertz Car Rental CDP# 166609 (800) 654-2200
 AVIS Car Rental AWD# A832100 (800) 225-7094
 NRA Endorsed Insurance Programs (877) 672-3006
 NRA Endorsed Prescription Plan (888) 436-3700
 NRA Endorsed Check Program (888) 331-6767
 NRA VISA Card (866) NRA-VISA
 NRA Real Estate/Relocation Services (800) 593-2526
 NRA Endorsed Moving Program
    North American Van Lines (800) 524-5533
    Allied Van Lines (800) 871-8864

INSTITUTE FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION
 Grassroots/Legislative Hotline (800) 392-8683

OFFICE OF ADVANCEMENT (877) NRA-GIVE

THE NRA FOUNDATION (800) 423-6894

GIFT PLANNING (800) 672-4521
EDDIE EAGLE GUNSAFE PROGRAM (800) 231-0752
FRIENDS OF NRA (703) 267-1342
WOMEN ON TARGET (800) 861-1166
REFUSE TO BE A VICTIM (800) 861-1166
INSTRUCTOR/COACH (703) 267-1500
COMPETITIVE SHOOTING (703) 267-1468
FIELD OPERATIONS/RANGES (877) 672-7264
GUN COLLECTOR PROGRAMS (703) 267-1604
NRA AFFILIATED CLUBS (800) NRA-CLUB
HUNTER SERVICES (703) 267-1500
LAW ENFORCEMENT (703) 267-1640
NATIONAL FIREARMS MUSEUM (703) 267-1600
EDUCATION & TRAINING (703) 267-1500
MEDIA RELATIONS (703) 267-1595
YOUTH PROGRAMS (703) 267-1505  
PROGRAM MATERIALS CENTER (800) 336-7402

regional report  •  west

PISTOL
SHERWOOD, OR MAY 17
RAVESDALE, WA MAY 17

SMALLBORE RIFLE
GRAND FORKS, ND MAY 31-JUNE 1

HIGH POWER RIFLE
BISMARCK, ND MAY 3
BILLINGS, MT MAY 4
BEND, OR MAY 10-11
REXBURG, ID MAY 17
RICHLAND, WA MAY 24-26

BLACK POWDER TARGET RIFLE
BENTON CITY, WA MAY 31

SILHOUETTE
MISSOULA, MT MAY 3
SHERWOOD, OR MAY 3
CUSTER, WA MAY 10
BLACKFOOT, ID MAY 17
CHUGIAK, AK MAY 24

For more information, contact Tonia Forte at 
(703) 267-1466 or tforte@nrahq.org. For a complete 

listing, see www.shootingsportsusa.com.

areashoots

Whether you’re a hunter, competitive 
shooter or just a proud gun 

owner, Friends of NRA has something 
for everyone. The format is simple—
food, fun, family and fundraising! At 

every Friends of NRA banquet you’ll 
have the opportunity to participate in 
games, raffl  es, live and silent auctions, 
and more. You’ll also fi nd many unique 
items including limited edition fi rearms, 
wildlife art, jewelry and outdoor gear. 
To learn more about events in your area, 

visit www.friendsofnra.org, contact 
your local fi eld representative or call 
(800) 672-3888, ext. 1342. 

Western Region Director—
Brad Kruger

bkruger@nrahq.org

MN—Scott Lembke
slembke@nrahq.org

ND, SD—Clay Pederson
cpederson@nrahq.org

Northern AK—Josh Toennessen
jtoennessen@nrahq.org

Southern AK—Greg Stephens
gstephens@nrahq.org

ID—Steve Vreeland
svreeland@nrahq.org

MT—Joe Crismore
jcrismore@nrahq.org

OR, HI—Mike Carey
mcarey@nrahq.org

WA—Keifer Lewis
klewis@nrahq.org

WY—Dave Manzer
dmanzer@nrahq.org 

Art Piece of the Year: Fort McHenry Commemorative Flag Set
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MAY 2-4 BUTTE, MT
Butte Civic Center, Sports Connection  
(406) 633-2206

MAY 2-4  CASPER, WY 
Central Wyoming Fairgrounds, Up In Arms Gun 
Shows (208) 241-4005

MAY 3-4 ALBANY, OR
Linn County Expo Center, Wes Kodel Gun Shows 
(503) 363-9564

MAY 3-4 MONROE, WA
Evergreen State Fairgrounds, Washington Arms 
Collectors (425) 255-8410

MAY 3-4 VANCOUVER, WA
Clark County Fairgrounds, Collectors West  
(800) 659-3440

MAY 3-4 MORA, MN
Mora Civic Center, AC Expos Gun Shows  
(218) 290-0274

MAY 3-4 ANOKA, MN
Anoka Ice Arena, Crocodile Productions, Inc.  
(763) 754-7140

MAY 10 SANDPOINT, ID
VFW Post 2453, VFW Post 2453 and VFW Post 10320 
(208) 610-8165

MAY 10 VANCOUVER, WA
Clark County Square Dance Center, Arms Collectors 
of Southwest Washington (360) 263-7511

MAY 10-11 YAKIMA, WA
Central Washington State Fairgrounds, Sports 
Connection (406) 633-2206

MAY 17-18 MOOSE LAKE, MN
Riverside Arena, AC Expos Gun Shows (218) 290-0274

MAY 17-18 BOISE, ID
Expo Idaho, Lewis Clark Trader (208) 746-5555

MAY 17-18 HELENA, MT
Red Lion Colonial Inn, Up In Arms Gun Shows  
(208) 547-4405

MAY 17-18 EUGENE, OR
Lane County Fairgrounds, Collectors West  
(800) 659-3440

MAY 17-18 PORTLAND, OR
Portland Expo Center, Wes Kodel Gun Shows  
(503) 363-9564

MAY 17-18 CENTRALIA, WA
Southwest Washington Fairgrounds, Wes Kodel Gun 
Shows (503) 363-9564

MAY 17-18 OKANOGAN, WA
Okanogan County Fairgrounds, Northwest Gun 
Shows (509) 795-0308

MAY 25 PORTLAND, OR
Jackson Armory, Oregon Arms Collectors  
(503) 254-5986

MAY 25-26 RIVERTON, WY 
Fremont County Fairgrounds, Wyoming Weapons 
Collectors (307) 742-4630

MAY 30- JUNE 1 HELENA, MT
Lewis & Clark County Fairgrounds, Sports 
Connection (406) 633-2206

MAY 31-JUNE 1 WADENA, MN
Minnesota National Guard Armory, Neigel’s 
Authentic Gun Shows (218) 736-2133

MAY 31-JUNE 1 HILLSBORO, OR
Washington County Fair Complex, Collectors West 
(800) 659-3440

Dates and locations subject to change—contact the show before traveling. Discounted NRA membership sold through NRA 
recruiters. *Some shows may offer free admission for new membership and renewals. To become an NRA Recruiter call (703) 267-3784.

gunshows

LAW ENFORCEMENT
Training

Public and private officers interested in 
becoming firearm instructors should 

attend one of NRA’s Law Enforcement 
Firearms Instructor Development Schools, 
designed to enhance the instructors’ 
firearm knowledge and handling skills, 
as well as prepare them to develop 
effective training programs, instruct 
in a professional manner, and conduct 
practical training exercises.  Restricted to 
law enforcement officers only.  

MAY 5-9—RICHLAND, WA
(Handgun)

MAY 12-16—RICHLAND, WA
(Patrol Rifle)

MAY 12-16—HOQUIAM, WA
(Handgun)

Contact Mary Shine (703) 267-1628 or 
mshine@nrahq.org

Police Competition

NRA Police Pistol Combat competition 
is intended to be used as an extension 

of an officer’s training. See PPC Rulebook 
(Rule 2.4) for eligibility requirements.

MAY 10—HANFORD, WA
(Approved)

MAY 17—ARLINGTON, WA
(Approved)

Contact Tiffany King (703) 267-1621 or 
tking@nrahq.org

STATE ASSOCIATIONS

NRA-affiliated state associations 
promote and support the purposes, 

objectives, policies and programs of the 
NRA. For more information, contact your 
state association listed here, or log on to 
www.nrahq.org/clubs/index.asp.

Alaska Outdoor Council, Inc.
Rod Arno, Executive Director
(907) 264-6645
aoc@alaskaoutdoorcouncil.org

Hawaii Rifle Ass’n
Harvey Gerwig, President 
(808) 306-7194
hghawaii@gmail.com

Idaho State Rifle and Pistol Ass’n
Neill Goodfellow, President
(208) 452-0293
president@idahosrpa.org

Minnesota Rifle and Revolver Ass’n
George Minerich, President
(320) 968-6898
mrrapresident@gmail.com

Montana Rifle and Pistol Ass’n
Jamey Williams, President
(406) 868-4181; jameydan@gmail.com

North Dakota Shooting Sports Ass’n
Rick Jorgenson, Executive Director 
(701) 775-2863  
rjorgenson@dvl.midco.net

Oregon State Shooting Ass’n
Dan Sweet, Secretary
secretary@ossa.org

South Dakota Shooting Sports Ass’n
Dan Anderson, Communications Dir.
(605) 428-5488  
dan@sdshootingsports.org

Washington State Rifle and Pistol Ass’n
Duane Hatch, Vice President
(206) 427-8257; vicepresident@wsrpa.org

Wyoming State Shooting Ass’n, Inc.
Roger Sebesta, Secretary/Treasurer
wssa@wyoming.com

TRAINING
Crime Prevention

NRA’s Refuse To Be A Victim program 
provides men and women with 

common-sense crime prevention and 
personal safety strategies. The most up-to-
date schedule is available on the Internet 
at NRAInstructors.org. Please contact the 
instructor listed for more information.

MAY 10—MONTESANO, WA
(Seminar)
Monica Cowles (360) 532-2132

MAY 10—VANCOUVER, WA
(Seminar)
Lawrence Good (360) 314-6687
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Justin Moore is

board spotlight
Charles Cotton

The hit maker has spent his fair 
share of time at the top of the 
country radio and album charts. 

And with his latest album, Off  The Beaten 
Path, spawning hits like “Point At You” 
and “Lettin’ The Night Roll,” Moore 
certainly isn’t slowing down. He took 
a minute to chat with NRA Country’s 
Vanessa Shahidi about how he likes to 
spend his rare time off .

VS: How do you fi t in your love for the 
outdoors while out on the road with your 
music?

JM: We are fortunate that while we 
are on the road we have a lot of down 
time. During the day I try to get out and 
about. Depending on the season, I’ll get 
a one-day license to hunt or fi sh. I’m for-
tunate that I have relationships all over 
the country to help with facilitating.

VS: What’s your favorite shooting 

sport or your favorite type of hunting?
JM:  I really enjoy a lot of diff erent 

types of hunting. However, I would have 
to say whitetail is my favorite. It’s the 
animal that I hunt and am most knowl-
edgeable about. 

VS: What’s your favorite personal 
fi rearm?

JM: My favorite hunting rifl e is a 
Winchester .264 Mag. It’s more than 
20 years old, but looks brand new. My 
grandpa gave it to me before he passed 
away. I have a lot of great memories that 
include him and that gun. 

VS: If you had a week off  and could 
get to spend it with Mother Nature, how 
would you spend that time?

JM: It would depend on the time of 
year, but if it were this time of year I’d take 
my bus to the lake. I would crappie fi sh 
close to where I’m from in Arkansas.

programs & services

Charles Cotton grew up in 
Houston, Texas, where he was 
fi rst introduced to the shooting 

sports on his uncle’s dairy farm. At the 
age of 4, Cotton took aim with his uncle’s 
Remington .22 LR rifl e for the very fi rst 
time. His target was an old motor oil can 
on a fence post. When he squeezed the 
trigger and saw the can split open, his 
love of shooting was affi  rmed.

Cotton was also infl uenced by a 
neighbor who was a collector and an 
active competitor holding several national 
records. He shared his hobby with Cotton 
and even taught him to reload.

Cotton has since become an avid 
gun collector, advocate, hunter and 
pistol shooter. He currently resides in 
Friendswood, Texas, with his wife of 41 
years, Martha. They have instilled a love 

of the shooting sports in their two sons 
as well.

As a competitive action pistol shooter 
and an active life member of the Texas 
State Rifl e Association (TSRA), Cotton has 
served tirelessly as unoffi  cial legislative 
counsel for TSRA and has been an 
integral component in passing several 
bills protecting the rights of shooters 
in Texas. He also serves on the board of 
directors of the PSC Shooting Club, Inc. 
in Friendswood.

In addition to supporting the 
shooting sports legislatively, Cotton 
also promotes outdoor and shooting 
programs for kids. He is the founder of 
the Youth Action Pistol League, a new 
program for junior shooters. He spends 
much of his time teaching youth how to 
safely use and enjoy fi rearms.

Cotton has been a dedicated NRA 
Board member for 13 years. He has also 
been elected to the Board of Trustees 
of the NRA Civil Rights Defense Fund. 
Cotton said, “It has been an honor to 
serve on numerous NRA committees 
and to work with so many talented and 
dedicated fellow board members.”

Cotton uses his position to stress the 
importance of NRA membership, “The NRA’s 
strength is its members. The anti-freedom 
crowd has almost unlimited fi nancial 
resources, but NRA members trump that 
fi nancial strength with their votes.”
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www.lesbaer.com

See our entire line of
high performance custom rifles and pistols at…

That's why discriminating shooters whose jobs, professional success or personal safety depend on super accurate,
super dependable firearms are willing to stake their lives and their livelihoods on Les Baer Custom 1911 pistols.
From cops, tactical operators and military special ops guys to firearms trainers and serious competitors, they know
that Les Baer 1911s have been delivering superior performance and unquestioned reliability for more than a
quarter-century. More than thirty custom 1911 models are available, all combining traditional 1911 toughness with
Les Baer's trademark craftsmanship and attention to detail.
Models include:

www.lesbaer.com Performance. It’s Everything.

1804 Iowa Drive • LeClaire, Iowa 52753
Ph: 563-289-2126 • Fx: 563-289-2132

Email: info@lesbaer.comOffice Hours: 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM Central Time

Les Baer 1911
Premier II©

The flagship of our entire
1911 line.

Les Baer 1911
Boss .45

Built for high performance
and lots of muscle

Les Baer 1911
Ultimate Master
Available in 5" or 6"

New! Les Baer
.38 Super Stinger

Compact size, high
performance caliber

Also available: Les Baer AR-Style Semi-Auto Rifles
More than twenty models of breathtakingly accurate rifles in multiple
caliber choices, barrel lengths and mission-specific options, including:

.308 Cal Monolith SWAT Model With Mid-Length Barrel

.223 or .204 Ruger Super Varmint Model
Les Baer CustomMonolith

.308 Semi-Auto SWAT
Model

Les Baer Custom
AR Super

Varmint Rifle
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KIMBER’S MOUNTAIN ASCENT

behind it taking aim at a distant 
sheep. Nonetheless, I’m sure my 
hunting partner, NRA E-Media 
Development Manager Tom 
Rickwalder, appreciated its light 
weight. Throughout our two weeks 
in Africa, Tom, a �rst-timer there, 
stalked and killed almost a dozen 
head of plains game with the .30-’06 
Sprg. He never wanted for another 
ri�e. I watched as he carried, shoul-
dered and �red the gun time and 
again, repeatedly �nding a natural 
point of aim, cheek weld, eye relief 
and a sight picture without fail. 

Hunters can count on a stock 
with full-size dimensions to pro-
duce solid handling. At no time did 
I ever shoulder this lightweight and 
feel like I was cradling a kid’s gun.

At the range I tested �ve dif-
ferent loads through the Mountain 
Ascent. Accuracy results from 
three of them are contained herein; 
they are based on �ve different 
�ve-shot groups. I used hunting 
loads exclusively—180-gr. bullets. 

I’ll say this: Five consecutive, �ve-
shot groups is a lot of ammunition to 
run through a gun with a pencil-thin 
barrel. From the �rst shot (there were 
more than 100 rounds expended), the 
ri�e heated up quickly and stayed 
hot for some time. Sure, �uting runs 
half the length of its barrel, but that is 
not enough to add signi�cant surface 
area to signi�cantly speed cooling. 
What’s more, it was a nice winter 
day. (You didn’t think I’d shoot a 100 
rounds on a minus 10° F day?) Even 
so, the temperature was still a balmy 
57° F—not cold enough to cool the 
barrel quickly between groups. 
That leads me to state the obvious: 
I did not wait until the barrel was 

continued from p. 68
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absolutely cold before �ring the next 
group. If I did, I’d still be out there.

I averaged about two �ve-shot 
groups from a sandbag rest front 
and rear every 30 minutes. Since the 
magazine holds only four rounds, 
I decided to load three then shoot 
them, then load the fourth and �fth 
rounds and �re them. That also 
played against accuracy, evidenced 
by the fact that the �rst three rounds 
and the next two usually did not 
print atop each other. With such 
a protocol, the gun produced 
2-minute-of-angle groups. I think 
it’ll easily shoot better than that 
off a rock-solid rest that eliminates 
all human contact with it. Heck, 
eliminating a shot or two from most 
groups proved to me it is a 1-m.o.a. 
gun, or better. Nevertheless, 
American Ri�eman’s strict evalu-
ation protocol calls for �ve-shot 
groups, so �ve shots it was.

The Mountain Ascent is a �ne 
addition to the Kimber mountain ri�e 
niche, which includes the Montana, 
another lightweight Model 84 design, 
and now the all-new Adirondack. 
With a 24" barrel in standard-length 
chamberings, an overall length of 
less than 44" and a hunting weight 
barely breaking 6 lbs. (including 
rings/bases, scope, four rounds and 
a sling), it is all the ri�e any moun-
tain hunter could want. Buyers may 
opt to go super-light and choose 
one chambered in .308 Win. Or 
they can eke out the most power 
from the platform and choose a unit 
chambered in .280 Ack. Imp., which 
approximates the ballistics of the 
7 mm Rem. Mag. Rest assured that 
either way you go you’ll have found 
a ri�e built for the mountains.

The bolt handle is aggressively fluted 
and hollowed out to save weight. 
Even the rifle’s claw extractor has 
three lightening cuts. Removing the 
material had no impact on function.

DEAD RINGER
SNAKE EYESSNAKE EYESSNAKE EYESSNAKE EYES

1ST RESPONSE - HOME DEFENSE

FITS

DEAD RINGER LLC.
2100 Brighton Henrietta TLR.,Suite 200
Rochester, New York 14623, USA

Tel:  (585) 355-4685
Fax: (585) 486-1566 DEADRINGERHUNTING.COM

Tritium Night Sights

Durable Metal Construction

Quick Target Acquisition in Low Light

Easy Installation

Visit NRAstore.com and search 
keyword  BLUE15

100% of NRAstore™ pro� ts go directly to support vital NRA programs

Visit NRAstore.com and search keyword phrase BLUE15

Commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the AR-15

For a FREE catalog call 
1-888-607-6007



THE GUNS OF 1864

Infantry, but because of preference, 
not because of a lack of available 
ri�e-muskets.

Sherman’s infantry was also 
well-armed with ri�e-muskets 
and shouldered more repeating 
arms, including government-
issued Spencer ri�es and privately 
purchased Henrys, than the Army 
of the Potomac’s foot soldiers. 
Although the eastern Confederate 
infantry had largely re-armed 
with ri�e-muskets by mid-1863, 
in January 1864 their western 
counterparts were still shoulder-
ing a disproportionate number of 
smoothbores, despite capturing 
around 8,000 ri�ed arms (includ-
ing 70 Spencers) at Chickamauga. 
As spring approached, however, 
the Army of Tennessee was issued 
enough imported Austrian Lorenz 
.54-cal. ri�es to re-arm a third of its 
troops, and the vast majority began 
the campaign with ri�ed arms. 

More attention appears to 
have been paid to marksman-
ship training in the Union army in 
the spring of 1864 than in previ-
ous years, but that instruction 
continued to be erratic and often 
lacking in fundamentals. In April, 
Army of the Potomac Provost 
Marshal Gen. Marsena Patrick 
authorized the issue of 10 rounds 
per man for target practice and 
ordered all enlisted men to load 
and �re their arms in the presence 
of an of�cer, because “there are 
men in this army who have been 
in numerous actions without ever 
�ring their guns, and it is known 
that muskets taken on the battle-
�eld have been found �lled to the 
muzzle with cartridges.” 

Shooting instruction was, as in 
the past, largely left to individual 
unit commanders. In March and 
April, 1864, the 121st New York 
Infantry �red 10 rounds per man at 

200 yds. and �ve rounds per man 
at 300 yds. The 15th New Jersey 
Infantry had three successive 
days of target practice, with each 
man �ring a mere three shots at 
targets set at 300 yds. In the west, 
Col. Benjamin F. Scribner of the 
38th Illinois Infantry instituted a 
more rigorous regimen. Scribner’s 
soldiers �red at man-sized targets 
at ranges of 100, 200, 300, 500 
and 1,000 yds., marking hits and 
measuring distances to determine 
the accuracy of their sights and the 
trajectory of their shots. 

Confederate marksmanship 
training for line infantrymen was 
spotty as well, with the exception 
of Maj. Gen. Patrick Cleburne’s 
division in the Army of Tennessee. 
Cleburne, an Irish-born British 
army veteran, had used British 
techniques to train his men in 
basic ballistics and range esti-
mation since 1862. In the fall of 

continued from p. 96

ATTENTION GUN OWNERS
ENDORSED PRIVACY PROGRAM

Don’t Surrender

Did you know that all this information about you 
may be for sale online?
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Income

Religion

Your Right to Privacy.

GO TO WWW.REPUTATION.COM/NRA 
or call 1-888-733-6660
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1863, Maj. Calhoun Benham, his 
chief of staff, produced a manual 
based on Cleburne’s work and 
Capt. Henry Heth’s largely ignored 
pre-war translation of a French 
shooting handbook. General 
Bragg ordered it printed and 
distributed throughout the Army of 
Tennessee, although there is little 
evidence that it was implemented 
extensively.

It is doubtful that the minimal 
infantry marksmanship training 
at longer ranges conducted in the 

spring of 1864 made any sig-
ni�cant difference in the ensuing 
campaigns. Engagement ranges, 
although they had lengthened a bit 
since 1861, were still usually within 
200 yds.; historian Paddy Grif�th 
computed an average 1864 engage-
ment range as 141 yds. Later in the 
campaign, soldiers of the 5th New 
Jersey Infantry considered �ring at 
the enemy at 200 yds. “skirmishing 
and dueling at long range.”

As 1864 ground on, more 
repeating arms made their way to 

Union foot soldiers. The percent-
age of privately owned Henrys in 
the 7th, 64th, 66th and 86th Illinois 
Infantry increased, with guns 
being delivered to units in the 
�eld as Sherman’s army pushed 
south. When the men of the 5th 
and 6th Michigan Cavalry traded 
in their Spencer ri�es for Spencer 
carbines in the fall of 1864, the 
ri�es were re-issued to various 
Army of the Potomac infantry 
brigades for sharpshooter use. 

continued on p. 114

In the west, Confederate sharpshooter units, the best of them in Gen. Patrick 
Cleburne’s Division, were armed with a mix of rifle-muskets, Whitworths and 
British-made .451-cal. Kerr rifles (above). This example is dated 1863.
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THE GUNS OF 1864

The state of Massachusetts bought 
Spencer ri�es, which were issued 
to the 37th Massachusetts Infantry 
as the regiment passed through 
Washington in the summer of 1864, 
and to a sharpshooter company in 
the 57th Massachusetts Infantry. 
Some Spencer cavalry carbines 
were issued to infantry regiments 
as well, including, in December 
1863, the 7th New Hampshire and 
7th Connecticut, then serving in 
the siege of Charleston. In early 
1864, however, the New Hampshire 
regiment turned over half of its 
carbines to the 40th Massachusetts 
Mounted Infantry. 

The men of the 7th Connecticut 
fought well in an ultimately losing 
cause at Olustee, Fla., in February 
1864, in�icting heavy casualties 
on the 64th Georgia Infantry until 
they were out�anked and their 
ammunition began to run low. In 
the end the African-American 
soldiers of the 54th Massachusetts 
Infantry saved the day, �r-
ing 20,000 rounds from their 
En�eld muzzleloaders to cover 
the federal retreat. In May, the 
Connecticut and New Hampshire 
regiments, nicknamed the “77th 
New England,” used their Spencer 
carbines “to good advantage” at 
Drewry’s Bluff, Va., although Maj. 
Gen. Benjamin Butler’s tactical 
ineptitude led to a retreat. Major 
Oliver Sanford of the Connecticut 
regiment said of his men that 
“with the Spencer carbine [and], 
plenty of ammunition … nothing 
can stand before them.”

Sharpshooters could be con-
sidered the ultimate Civil War 
infantrymen, and perhaps the 
best known such units were Col. 
Hiram Berdan’s 1st and 2nd U.S. 
Sharpshooter regiments, armed 
with Sharps single-shot breech-
loaders with a few telescopic-
sighted target ri�es in reserve for 
use in static situations. Although 
the U.S. Sharpshooters performed 
well in 1864, both regiments were 
mustered out of service as their 
original enlistments expired in 
August and the following February. 
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Recruits with service time remain-
ing were transferred to line out�ts 
from their respective states, tak-
ing their Sharps ri�es with them. 
Sharps ri�es were scattered 
throughout the army in other units, 
usually for use in skirmishing.

Berdan’s regiments were not 
the only Union units bearing the 
“Sharpshooter” title. The 66th 
Illinois, which performed so 
well at Atlanta, began as “Birge’s 
Western Sharpshooters,” armed 
with civilian target ri�es. Several 
companies of Ohio sharpshoot-
ers recruited in 1862 were ini-
tially issued ri�e-muskets, later 
replaced by Spencer ri�es, which 
like the Henry, were more suited to 
skirmishing than long-range work. 
The 1st Michigan Sharpshooters, 
recruited in 1862 and 1863, did not 
enter combat until 1864, and were 
armed with standard ri�e-muskets. 
The 1st suffered heavy casualties 
in Virginia in 1864 �ghting as line 
infantry, but there is evidence that 
some Native Americans from the 
regiment were allowed to cam-
ou�age themselves with cut corn 
stalks and roam the lines seeking 
targets of opportunity. 

Although effectiveness varied, 
arguably the best sharpshooter 
units by 1864 were those in the 
Army of Northern Virginia, where 
brigades were authorized to form 
three to �ve company sharp-
shooter battalions. After testing all 
available arms, those battalions 
adopted the two-band .577-cal. 
muzzleloading En�eld ri�e, as 
its �ve-groove fast ri�ing twist 
provided better long-range accu-
racy, and were issued high quality 
British-manufactured ammuni-
tion. They also received extensive 
marksmanship training and drill in 
small unit skirmish tactics, based 
on Heth’s manual. These sharp-
shooter battalions had speci�c 
tactical assignments whenever 
their brigades were in action—to 
aggressively lead in the advance 
and provide an effective rear 
guard in withdrawal.

continued on p. 116
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THE GUNS OF 1864

Each sharpshooter battalion 
company was issued one or two 
.451-cal. hexagonal-bored, fast-
twist Whitworth ri�es. The British 
Whitworths, some of which were 
equipped with side-mounted 
Davidson telescopic sights, 
weighed about the same as ri�e-
muskets, and were far more porta-
ble than the heavy target ri�es used 
by Federal snipers. Perhaps the 
most famous long-range kill of 1864 
was credited to a Whitworth. On 
May 9, at Spotsylvania, Va., seconds 
after proclaiming “they couldn’t hit 
an elephant at this distance,” Union 
Maj. Gen. John Sedgwick fell to a 
bullet �red from more than 600 yds. 
away. That Sedgwick was singled 
out by the shooter is unlikely in the 
smoke and confusion of the battle-
�eld. He had dismounted to assist 
an artillery battery in positioning its 
guns, and the battery itself was the 
likely target. Still, his death graphi-
cally demonstrated the long-range 
effectiveness of the Whitworth.

In the west, Confederate sharp-
shooter units, the best of them in 
Gen. Cleburne’s Division, were 
armed with a mix of ri�e-muskets, 
Whitworths and British-made 
.451-cal. Kerr ri�es, as well as some 
heavy-barreled target ri�es con-
verted by the Atlanta arsenal to �re 
standard ri�e-musket ammunition. 
Perhaps in�uenced by Cleburne’s 
interest in long-range shooting, 
western Confederate sharpshoot-
ers seem to have concentrated on 
sniping more than skirmishing. 
Kentucky Sharpshooters from the 
Orphan Brigade were instructed 
to never approach within 400 yds. 
when engaging federal artillery 
batteries with their Kerr ri�es. 

The impact of repeating �rearm 
technology in 1864 was great-
est in the Union mounted arm. 
Colonel John T. Wilder’s “Lightning 
Brigade” of mounted infantry and 
the 5th and 6th Michigan Cavalry 
were issued Spencer ri�es in 1863. 
That June, Wilder’s men seized 
Hoover’s Gap, Tenn., dismounted 
and used their Spencers to hold 
off a Confederate counterattack. 
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Although the Michigan men had 
less clear results at Gettysburg, 
running out of ammunition at the 
Rummel Farm �ght on July 3, both 
campaigns gained the Spencer an 
immediate following. After Spencer 
carbines went into production in 
October, Union cavalry units re-
armed with them as rapidly as they 
reached the front. By the spring 
of 1864, demand was so great that 
the Ordnance Dept. contracted to 
buy every gun the Spencer factory 
made to replace the hodge-podge 
of single-shot carbines of varying 
quality then in service. Cavalry 
Bureau Chief Brig. Gen. James H. 
Wilson reported that “the general 
desire of the best regiments is to be 
armed with the Spencer carbine,” 
and the promise of Spencers was 
used to encourage re-enlistments.

The Henry ri�e, with produc-
tion limited to a few hundred guns 
a month, remained primarily a 
privately purchased infantry arm 
with ammunition supplied by the 
Ordnance Dept. Some Henrys 
ended up in the hands of horse sol-
diers, as in�uential Col. Lafayette 
Baker convinced the government 
to out�t his 1st District of Columbia 
Cavalry with them. Baker’s Henrys, 
along with some purchased by sol-
diers in the 23rd Illinois Infantry, 
were among the few in use in the 
eastern theater of war, with most 
“sixteen shooters” found in the 
ranks of Sherman’s western forces.

On May 9, 1864, as Grant moved 
south, the Army of the Potomac’s 
10,000-man cavalry corps con-
ducted a massive raid deep into 
Virginia. At Yellow Tavern, Spencer-
armed Michigan troopers com-
bined dismounted �repower with 
conventional saber charges to drive 
the Rebels from the �eld, mortally 
wounding Confederate cavalry icon 
Maj. Gen. J.E.B. Stuart in the pro-
cess. At Haw’s Shop the Michigan 
men broke a stalemate and again 
sent the enemy running. Near Cold 
Harbor, Sharps and Spencer car-
bines broke a Confederate infantry 
advance in �ve minutes of rapid-�re 
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THE GUNS OF 1864

shooting, and at Deep Bottom on 
July 28, dismounted federal cavalry-
men armed with Spencers smashed 
an attack by four Confederate 
infantry brigades and pushed 
them from the �eld in disorder. In 
the west, the men of the Lightning 
Brigade successfully forded a river 
under �re, ducking beneath the 
surface to lever another round into 
their Spencers, and heard a startled 
Rebel cry out “look at them Yankee 
sons of bitches, loading their guns 
under water.”

Repeating ri�es did not guar-
antee victory, however, and they 
did fall into enemy hands when the 
battle went the other way. In a rear 
guard action at Brice’s Crossroads, 
Miss., in June, a company of the 
2nd New Jersey Cavalry took 
a wrong turn in the dark and 
was overrun, losing 50 Spencer 
carbines to Maj. Gen. Nathan B. 
Forrest’s men. A Federal cavalry 
force was out�anked by Rebel 
infantry at Lovejoy’s Station, Ga., 
in August and routed by a volley 
of musketry at 150 yds. followed 
by a rapid bayonet charge when 
the Confederates caught the dis-
mounted Yankees reloading their 
Spencer magazines. 

By November, Forrest had 73 
Spencers in his command, and 
four out of �ve brigades in Brig. 
Gen. Wade Hampton’s Confederate 
cavalry division in Virginia listed 
some Spencers in their ordnance 
reports. Virginia cavalrymen 
captured a number of Henry 
Ri�es from the 1st D.C. Cavalry in 
a raid near Petersburg, and later 
used them against Yankees in the 
Shenandoah Valley. The employ-
ment of captured repeaters was, 
however, as previously noted, nec-
essarily limited by the necessity to 
use captured ammunition. 

One class of repeating arms that 
the Confederacy had in abundance, 
along with plenty of ammunition, 
however, was handguns, and many 
Rebel horsemen carried multiple 
revolvers. Union troops retrieved 36 
sixguns from the bodies of six dead 
Missouri guerillas in late 1864, 
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and when guerilla leader “Bloody 
Bill” Anderson met his end shortly 
afterward, he was carrying four 
revolvers. Multiple handguns were 
especially useful in the close-range, 
rapid-�re, hit-and-run mounted 
tactics favored by guerillas. 

The men of Maj. John S. Mosby’s 
43rd Virginia Cavalry Battalion, 
which conducted numerous suc-
cessful raids on federal supply 
lines in the Shenandoah Valley, 
usually carried four revolvers 
each. In November 1864, a special 
Spencer-armed Union unit under 
Capt. Richard Blazer was created 
to track down and destroy Mosby’s 
Rangers, and, after some success, 
caught up with one of his compa-
nies at Kabletown, Va. The Rebels 
encountered dismounted Spencer 
�re and feigned retreat before 
turning and rapidly charging the 
outnumbered Yankees and deliver-
ing a blistering torrent of handgun 
bullets that wrecked Blazer’s com-
mand in short order. 

Unfortunately for the 
Confederacy, tactical victories like 
Kabletown were not re�ected in the 
larger war. As 1864 came to a close, 
and more and more Spencer repeat-
ers were delivered to the Union 
army, it was evident that Grant’s 
strategy was the correct one. Atlanta 
had fallen and Sherman was cutting 
a 60-mile wide swath of destruc-
tion across Georgia on his way to 
Savannah and the sea with little 
opposition, while Gen. Hood and 
the remnants of his army lurched 
northward on a quixotic invasion of 
Tennessee that would end disas-
trously. Sheridan had decisively 
defeated Confederate forces in the 
Shenandoah Valley, once a major 
source of food for Lee’s army, and 
was picking it clean. Although the 
Army of Northern Virginia was still 
a viable, if severely weakened, 
force, it remained pinned down in 
the Petersburg-Richmond siege 
lines by Grant and Meade. Lincoln’s 
re-election in November sealed 
the deal, and a �nal winter of war 
began to set in upon the diminish-
ing Southern Confederacy. 
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ROCK ISLAND ARMORY

already sacri�ced his own time and 
treasure to do so. What could be 
more American than that? Tuason, 
and the whole Armscor family, 
embody patriotism for both coun-
tries, and each, I think, is better for 
having them.

At the conference, Tuason did 
not just talk about the past, he also 
explained his plans for the future. 
Armscor had, in 2011, opened its 
�rst production facility in the United 
States, an ammunition-manufacturing 
plant in Stevensville, Mont. This 
expansion, in addition to the U.S. 
headquarters facility in Pahrump, 
Nev., was the start of a larger plan 
to bring more manufacturing 
capacity to the United States and 
grow the company’s market share 
among �rearm consumers. 

True to the plan, and as of 
this article’s writing, Armscor 
has begun work on another U.S. 
manufacturing plant, this one also 
in Pahrump. The third state-side 
facility, it will be tasked with the 
production of Rock Island Armory 
�rearms, as well as continued 
research and development in 
the �rearm �eld. Once complete, 
the plant is expected to employ 
around 50 people and will likely 
increase the company’s production 
capacity and decrease product 
delivery times. It will also allow 
Rock Island Armory products 
to bear “Made In The U.S.A.” 

continued from p. 80

markings, certainly a landmark 
event for any company, and a sign 
of quality and credibility in the 
eyes of American consumers. 

Speaking of brands and mark-
ings, it is important to delineate 
between the different families of 
products that fall under the Arms 
Corporation of the Philippines 
umbrella. First, Armscor remains 
the overall entity, both here and 
abroad, from which the sub-
brands are derived. It is also the 
brand used for ammunition and 
�rearms produced and sold in 
the Philippines. It is the original 
brand, only pre-dated by Squires 
Bingham, and very recognizable 
on the islands, so it makes sense to 
continue using it.

Armscor USA, by contrast, is a 
fairly new brand but with a clear link 
to the parent company. Armscor USA 
is used for all ammunition produced 
at the Stevensville plant, so, as the 
name implies, Armscor USA is U.S.-
made ammunition. Finally, Rock 
Island Armory, the main subject of 
this article, is a name with American-
roots that was acquired by Armscor 
in the mid-1980s. The brand has lan-
guished somewhat since its acquisi-
tion, but it now has a clearly de�ned 
role in Armscor’s operational and 
marketing programs. Rock Island 
Armory is the brand used for all �re-
arms produced in the Philippines, 
but sold internationally, particularly 
in the United States. As well, �rearms 
produced from the new Pahrump 
facility will also be sold under the 
Rock Island Armory brand. Simply 
stated, and with a focus solely on 
American consumers, Rock Island 
Armory makes guns, both in the 
Philippines and soon in the United 
States, and Armscor USA produces 
American-made ammunition.

ROCK ISLAND ARMORY 
1911 TACTICAL II
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Rock Island 
Armory’s M1911s

In order to get a sense of Rock 
Island’s offerings, I chose to test 
the most basic model available as 
well as a higher-grade tactical-style 
gun; namely, the 1911 Standard G.I. 
in .45 ACP and the 1911 Tactical II 
in 10 mm Auto. My choices high-
light one of the greatest features 
of the Rock Island Armory M1911 
line, its diversity. With more than 
20 models, in chamberings from 
.22 Long Ri�e to .45 ACP, there is 
a gun for just about any purpose. 
Even better are the prices, with 
unadorned but well-made models 
selling well below $500, and even 
the most upgraded guns avail-
able in stores for less than $1,000. 
These are working-class guns, 
built to perform reliably but not 
break the bank. And while they 
may not have the features or 50-yd. 
accuracy of some semi-custom and 
full-custom M1911s on the market, 
they are solid, capable perform-
ers, as proven in our testing. That 
can be attributed to Rock Island 
Armory’s high production stan-
dards and its modern, accredited 
manufacturing facilities—Armscor 
has been ISO 9001-certi�ed since 
1997. Combining diverse selection 
with relatively low price points, 
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        who remains?
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Rock Island Armory offers a very 
accessible line of M1911s for �rst-
time buyers and budget-conscious 
enthusiasts alike.

Both guns I evaluated were 
made from 4140 steel with 
cast frames and forged slides. 
Machining is through a combina-
tion of modern CNC techniques 
and more conventional processes, 
and �nished components are 
Parkerized for durability. All bar-
rels are machined from 4140 solid 
bar stock, then gun-drilled, reamed 
and button-ri�ed. Both the G.I. and 
Tactical II are 5"-barreled models. 

The most apparent differences 
between the guns begin with the 
sights, the G.I. is topped with, you 
guessed it, G.I.-style, low-pro�le 
combat sights, while the Tactical II 
has an orange �ber-optic front and 
a fully adjustable rear sight. The 
G.I. model also has a traditional 
hammer spur, trigger and beaver-
tail grip safety as compared to the 
elongated beavertail and skeleton-
ized hammer and trigger of the 
Tactical II. Also obviously different 
are the stocks, the G.I. possessing 
non-descript, though not unattract-
ive, smooth wood panels and the 
Tactical II wearing VZ Operator II 
G10 panels. The VZ stocks fea-
ture an appealing blue and black 
pattern consisting of waves and 
dimples, and the stocks are tex-
tured aggressively, which trans-
lated into sound purchase, even 
under the snappy recoil of 10 mm 
loads. A �nal distinction, at least 
externally, is the guns’ safeties. The 
G.I. utilizes the short, traditional-
style, left-side-only thumb safety 
whereas the Tactical II’s is ambi-
dextrous and the levers are both 
elongated for ease of operation.

Taking a closer look, the G.I. 
model stays pretty true in function 
and appearance to the original 
service arms. The slide has verti-
cal serrations, as does the frame’s 
backstrap/mainspring housing. 
The frontstrap remains smooth. 
The slide interfaces with the barrel 
bushing, and the barrel’s contour is 
consistent with the original design. 

continued from p. 121
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The recoil spring is contained by 
a standard-length guide rod and 
the recoil spring plug. Notable 
deviations are the enlarged and 
�ared ejection port and the eight-
round-capacity magazine, with its 
polymer baseplate. All in all it is 
a handsome, if basic, �rearm with 
many of the characteristics found 
on its military-issue forebears. 

Testing was conducted with off-
hand familiarization �re and from 
a Ransom Rest with targets placed 
at 25 yds. Throughout the course 
of �re the gun proved handy, reli-
able and accurate. With two of the 
three evaluation loads it produced 
groups on par with much more 
expensive �rearms. The Liberty 
ammunition grouped particularly 
tightly with three of the �ve, �ve-
shot groups measuring under 2". 
The gun was a bit picky though, 
as groups �red with Winchester’s 
PDX1 were inconsistent, ranging 
from less than 2" to more than 
6". Given the right ammunition, 
though, this gun represents an 
outstanding value, with examples 
commonly selling for just more 
than $400.

The Tactical II falls a bit farther 
from the traditional M1911 tree, 
featuring upgrades originally 
available only by aftermarket 
modi�cations, but now common 
in tactical- and competition-style 
production guns. Along with the 
aforementioned deviations, the 
Tactical II’s design improves pur-
chase with a stippled backstrap/
mainspring housing, as well as 

continued on p. 124

Taking a closer look, 
the G.I. model stays 
pretty true in function 
and appearance to the 
original service arms.
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�ve vertical grooves machined 
into its frame’s frontstrap. The 
gun uses a full-length guide rod, 
a belled barrel—�aring near the 
muzzle—and no barrel bush-
ing, lending a direct interface 
between the barrel and the slide 
when they are in battery. This 
con�guration has been proven to 
be reliable and accurate, though it 
does require that a bent paperclip 
or similar tool be used to capture 
the compressed recoil spring dur-
ing disassembly. A �nal feature 
that has its roots in action shooting 
sports is the �ared magazine well. 
It is actually a separate compo-
nent placed below the magazine 
well and attached to the frame via 
arms that hook around the stock 
panel screws and are secured 
once the stocks are tightened 
down. The unit facilitates quick 
reloading by providing a larger 
opening below the grip with 
angled sides to guide the eight-
round magazine into the well.

Testing the Tactical II proved a 
bit more challenging than that for 
the G.I. model, mostly due to its 
chambering. The 10 mm cartridge 
produces a very snappy recoil 
impulse when �red, and even the 
heft of the full-size, all-steel gun 
did little to diminish it. Problems 
began when the gun was secured 
in the Ransom Rest and the �rst 
shot produced enough recoil to 
rebound the gun back into the 
rest’s trigger bar, inadvertently 
�ring a second shot. Needless to 
say a cease�re was immediately 
called, the gun cleared and staff 
began diagnosing the problem. 
With some tweaks to the testing 
apparatus, the problem could 
have been surmounted; however, 
the magazine’s production sched-
ule called for a more expedient 
solution, which came in the form 
of Crimson Trace Lasergrips. 
Experience has shown that using 
the laser sight often produces 
better 25-yd. accuracy than pistol 
iron sights alone because of 
the relatively short sight-radius 
afforded by handguns. Testing 

continued from p. 123
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proceeded, though the snappy 
recoil continued to cause group 
sizes slightly larger than they 
might have been in a mechanical 
rest—low-left shots are a tell-tale 
sign of impulse anticipation in 
right-handed shooters and were 
present in several groups �red for 
evaluation. As well, the somewhat 
heavy trigger did not help the 
cause. Still, accuracy was good, as 
shown in the accompanying table, 
but I believe the Tactical II is 
capable of even better results.

In the �rearm industry, quality, 
accuracy and value are key con-
siderations in product develop-
ment, and the mastery of each can 
pay dividends many times over. 
Rock Island Armory produces 
a comprehensive line of M1911 
pistols that display the two former 
characteristics while maintain-
ing the latter, in spades. Not only 
that, the company has a heritage 
of entrepreneurial spirit, patrio-
tism and family bonds which have 
combined and, over time, turned 
what was once a foreign business-
man’s American dream into a 
present-day reality.

The Tactical II falls a 
bit farther from the 
traditional M1911 tree, 
featuring upgrades 
originally available 
only by aftermarket 
modifications, but now 
common in tactical- 
and competition-style 
production guns.
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You have to admit that, when it came to arma-
ment, the World War II German war machine 
was nothing if not opportunistic. It was not at all 

reluctant to � eld  arms supplied willingly—or unwill-
ingly—by neutrals (such as Spain), defeated nations 
(Norway, Belgium, Czechoslovakia, Poland, et al.) and 
allies (Austria, Hungary, etc.).

A prime example of the latter is the Fémárú 
Model 1937 semi-automatic pistol, manufactured in 
Budapest by Fémárú, Fegyver és Gépgyár. Designed 
by Hungarian arms whiz Rudolf Frommer as one of 
a series of adept military and civilian repeaters, the 
inventor did not live to see the success of his ultimate 
achievement, as the pistol was introduced one year 
after his death in 1936.

The Model 37, which looked much like its prede-
cessor, the Model 1929, was a slightly different article. 
Chambered in 9 mm Short (.380 ACP) like the Model 29, 
the blowback-operated Model 1937 jettisoned the pre-
vious gun’s pinned cocking piece in favor of more tradi-
tional integral grooves milled out of the rear of the slide. 
It also had a smaller hammer. A backstrap-mounted 
grip safety supplied the only safety mechanism—the 
gun had no catch or half-cock.

As with the Model 1929, the Model 37 was adopted 
by the Hungarian military, which ultimately � elded 
some 200,000. In 1941, � ve years after its introduction, it 
was also adopted by the Germans, who contracted for 
an additional 50,000 chambered in 7.65 mm (.32 ACP), 
and referred to the gun as “Pistole Modell 37 (ung).” The 
grip safety was deemed by the Nazis to be inadequate. 
They requested a safety catch and were easily accom-
modated by Fémárú-Fegyver with a lever mounted 

Fémárú Model 1937
on the rear left of the frame. In 1944 a second contract 
was let, resulting in a total production of around 85,000 
Pistole Modell 37s.

Slide markings on Hungarian-issue Fémárús were, 
“FÉMÁRÚ-FEGYVER-ÉS GÉPYÁR R.T. M37 M” and 
on German guns, “P.Mod 37, Kal. 7,65,” along with a 
“jhv” (over a two-digit date) manufacturer’s code. 
Waffenamts were stamped on the front portion of the 
trigger guard, in place of the Hungarian crown.

Both Hungarian and German guns were blued 
with grooved walnut stocks. Magazines had forward-
spurred baseplates to provide a surer grip and to 
aid in their removal, which was by way of a typical 
European heel-type catch. A swiveling lanyard loop 
was pinned to the frame at the base of the backstrap.

Model 1937s were extremely well made and highly 
regarded by those who used them. Delivery ceased 
in 1944 as World War II neared its end and, with the 
exception of a sputtering attempt to resurrect the gun 
for civilian sales, the design was basically moribund 
by the mid-1940s.

Today, Model 37s turn up with some regularity, and 
are referred to interchangeably as “Fegyver Model 
1937,” “Frommer Model 1937,” “Fegyvergyar Model 
1937,” “FÉG Model 1937,” “Fémárú Model 1937” and 
variations thereof. They are not only good collector 
pieces but also � ne shooters. The specimen shown 
here is Hungarian-issue and is in excellent condition, 
lacking only its original magazine. As such it is worth 
$400, some $50 less than if it had its proper magazine. 
A German 7.65 mm in equivalent condition would 
increase the price by another $250. 

—GARRY JAMES

GUN: FÉMÁRÚ-FEGYVER MODEL 1937
MANUFACTURER: FÉMÁRÚ, FEGYVER ÉS GÉPGYÁR 
SERIAL NUMBER: 68883
CONDITION: NRA EXCELLENT
CALIBER: 9 MM SHORT (.380 ACP)
MANUFACTURED: C. 1939
VALUE: $400

Photos by Jill Marlow



FLAT OUT.

LIGHTS OUT.

26Nosler.com     �     800.285.3701

FLAT TO 415.
The drive to experiment. Push limits. Break barriers. Introducing 26 Nosler .

The fulfi llment of John Amos Nosler’s legacy of innovation. Fast, fl at and dead-on to 415 yards,
it’s not just a new cartridge, it’s a new breakthrough in ballistic performance.



SHOP
ONLINE AT:
UniversalCoin.com

BOOTH #6859
ENTER TO WIN

j 2 GUN GIVEAWAY i
2014 NRA Annual Meetings & Exhibits

(Stop by booth for details)

April 25-27

BONUS - Historical Ronald Reagan Legacy Photo Ronald Reagan
was the 4Oth president of the United States and the first President to ever be
endorsed by the NRA.  During his presidency, he appointed Elizabeth Jones as the 11th
Chief Sculptor and Chief Engraver of the U.S. Mint.  During his second term, he signed
legislation that established the historic American Gold & Silver Eagle bullion coins.  

� Hand Signed by Elizabeth Jones Each Limited-Edition MS-70 signature
label 2014 Silver American Eagle has been personally signed by award-
winning sculptor and engraver Elizabeth Jones, the last presidentially
appointed and congressionally approved U.S. Mint Chief Sculptor and
Engraver, the only woman to hold this prestigious position.

� NGC Certi�ed MS-70 The Numismatic Guaranty Corporation (NGC)
certified each Limited-Edition Signature Label and uncirculated Silver
Eagle in MS-70 condition. 

� Expert Graded – “Perfect” Collectible coins are graded on a universal
70-point scale, with Mint State 70 (MS-70) considered perfect by experts.
Each of these Limited-Edition 2014 Signature Label Silver Eagles has been
certi�ed and graded MS-70 by NGC, and selected for this limited o�er by
coin expert & Universal Coin® President, Mike Fuljenz.

� U.S. Government Guarantee The United States Government guarantees
the weight and 99.9% pure �ne silver content of American Silver Eagles. 

Popular MS-70 Grades assure long-term
desirability by collectors and investors.

“Ronald Reagan appointed Elizabeth Jones as 
the 11th Chief Sculptor and Engraver of the
United States Mint.  This Limited-Edition
NGC label is a must for any collection!”

- Mike Fuljenz, President Universal Coin®

Coin images are not to scale

NRA MEMBER OFFER � LIMITED INVENTORY 

LIMITED-EDITION SIGNATURE LABEL
2014 MS-70 American Silver Eagle

NGC Certi�ed MS70  -  “Perfect” Uncirculated Condition
� 2014 $1 SILVER AMERICAN EAGLE �

Limited-Edition Signature Label

$7300
Check or Money Order

Please read important customer disclosures on our website or that accompany products purchased, including arbitration agreement. 

Board Member:

Check or Money Order1.800.822.GOLD
Follow Mike Fuljenz

Call Toll Free
To Order  

Vault Veri�cation: UAMRFCS0514
O�er Expires: 05/15/14

Plus Priority Shipping & Insurance  •  Price subject to change
Availability not guaranteed •  No dealers please

AVAILABLE AT ONLY 0.5%
OVER OUR ACTUAL DEALER COST*

*See classified ad or call for details

2014 $50 AMERICAN GOLD EAGLE • 1OZ GOLD

Limit 1 per household




