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INSURANCE FOR MOTORING ENTHUSIASTS  |  CALL 13 46 46 FOR A QUOTE  |  SHANNONS.COM.AU
Shannons Pty Limited ABN 91 099 692 636 acts as agent and authorised representative of AAI Limited ABN 48 005 297 807, the issuer of Shannons Car, Bike and Home/Contents insurance products. Read the relevant Product 
Disclosure Statement and consider whether it is right for you before buying these insurance products. Contact us for a free copy. Competition conducted by Shannons Pty Limited, of Level 28, Brisbane Square, 266 George Street, 
Brisbane, QLD 4000. Competition commences at 12am on 1/2/2016 and closes at 5pm on 30/4/2016 (Melbourne time). It will only be possible to request an online Quote until 26/4/2016, however, telephone applications will continue 
to be available until 5pm 30/4/2016. Entry only open to eligible Australian residents aged 25 years or older. Eligible Entrants must be opted in to receive Shannons marketing communications.



Total prize pool valued at approx. $42,388.70 (depending on major prize winner’s point of departure). Prizes drawn at 12pm on 18/5/2016 at Salmat Digital Pty Ltd, L2, 116 Miller St, Nth Sydney NSW 2060. The winners will be notified 
by phone and email by 20/5/2016 and published in The Australian newspaper on 25/5/2016 and on the competition website. *Car hire is subject to the terms and conditions specified by the car hire provider.+An Eligible Shannons 
Club Member is a Shannons Club member who has created a member profile, uploaded a profile image and images of an enthusiast vehicle and an ultimate vehicle at shannons.com.au/club.^New Shannons Motor Insurance or 
Shannons Home & Contents insurance quotes/sales only (renewals and CTP quotes/sales ineligible). Limit 1 quote per vehicle or insured address. Permits: ACT TP 15/08324, NSW LTPS/15/09752, SA T15/2331. Full competition 
terms and conditions at shannons.com.au/pebblebeach. 

Shannons is offering motoring enthusiasts the chance to win a trip to California with VIP 
entry to the Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance, one of the world’s most exclusive concours 
events. 

To enter go to shannons.com.au/pebblebeach or call 13 46 46 and obtain an eligible 
quote on your Car, Bike or Home Insurance^ by 30 April 2016. Take out a new policy^ to 
receive 5 entries.

 2 adult economy class airfares from the winner’s nearest Australian capital city to 
San Francisco, CA, USA and return (13 – 22 August 2016)

 9 nights accommodation. 2 nights in San Francisco, 2 nights in Napa Valley and 5 
nights in Monterey

 10 days Chevy Camaro SS Convertible (or similar)* car hire 
 Dinner for 2 at Clint Eastwood’s Mission Ranch Restaurant in Carmel
 2 adult tickets to the 2016 Mecum Monterey Auction 
 2 adult Club d’Elegance tickets to the 2016 Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance
 2 adult tickets to the 2016 Monterey Motorsports Reunion at Laguna Seca
 $1,000 (AUD) spending money, additional $4,000 if you are a Shannons Club 

member+

 PLUS win an all new 2016 Indian Scout Sixty Motorcycle valued at up to $17,995 inc. 
of all on road costs

win a trip to the usa plus a 
2016 indian scout sixty motorcycle

WIN THIS BIKE!
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You never go looking 
for trouble but it 
seems to look for 
you, doesn’t it? Well, 

it looks for me sometimes, and 
I’m sure you’re in the same 
situation. I never set out to get 
involved in anything less than 
perfectly blissful scenarios 
but the other day, once again, 
the script didn’t follow my 
intentions and I found myself 
throwing my helmet on the 
ground as I dashed off  the road 
to fi nd out if the rider who’d just 
crashed in front of me was alive.

It didn’t look good.

I’m lucky. I’m not boasting
when I say I am pre�y rational
and logical in an emergency. Some
of us are, some aren’t, and it’s 
certainly nothing conscious on 
my part, just the way it is. With 
every step I took towards the rider, 
part of my brain was desperately 
trying to dredge up the fi rst-aid 
skills that another part of my 
mind was chiding me for having 
neglected for a year or two longer 
than I should have. The basics 
were coming back to me pre� y 
quickly, and I tried not to think 
about what might happen if her 
life really did depend on me, right 
now, this instant. 

Just do what needs to be done,
I remember telling myself.

Have you ever been in a similar
situation? It’s funny; I had never
envisioned being the one on the
spot like this, but it has happened 
before. You know how it is: it’ll 
never happen to me …

It started when I was a 
teenager, dealing with leeches, 
cuts and bruises, the odd burn, 
the onset of heat stroke and stuff  
like that. Through my 20s I let my 
fi rst-aid skills slip away. In my 30s 
I picked them up again, though in 
a rather casual way.

Maybe I thought my penchant
for riding alone isolated me 
from the risks of having to help 
someone else. But I’d end up riding 
with others. It’s inevitable. Going 
for a ride with your mates means 
people you care about might have 
to rely on you.

Then it happened. A mate 
crashed in front of me. Ugly one, 
too. He ended up on rocks with 
the bike on top of him a� er a 
high-speed low-side, and he was 
unconscious. Fortunately, he woke 
up within a few minutes and 
apart from having taken a severe 
beating, he hadn’t suff ered any 
major damage beyond concussion. 
He took off  his helmet by himself 
and was able to sit up on his own, 
but he was mightily pleased when 
the ambo arrived and carted him 
off  to drug-induced relief.

I’ll be the fi rst to admit I felt 
even more pleased to see him in 
professional hands.

I did a fi rst-aid course soon 
a� erwards. I also returned to 
my habit of carrying a fi rst-aid 
kit whenever I had more than 
pockets to carry luggage in. 

One day up in the Snowies, a
group of us was fanging along
when the lead rider kicked up a
large stick. It spun in the air and 
came down perfectly positioned 
to spear the rider behind him! 
The stick pierced his boot and 
went deep enough to leave large 
chunks of itself in his leg. We 
pulled over and I sorted him out 
with the tweezers, disinfectant 
and dressings in the fi rst-aid kit. 
All good. Sometimes it’s only the 
simple things.

But not this time. As I ran
to the motionless rider, I saw 
the impact had ripped off  her 
helmet. She was head down, 
wedged awkwardly between the 
bike and a roadside structure, 
a leg tangled in the handlebars, 
not moving, not making a sound. 
I began speaking to her, I began 
looking for dangers, I began 
doing so many fi rst-aid-like 
things all at once I surprised 
myself. And from there things 
started to come good. A sign of 
life; the arrival of more helpers; 
the willingness of those helpers 
to help rather than take over, 
fulfi lling roles ranging from 
direct aid to traffi  c management 
and seeking help; and eventually 
she was resting as comfortably 
as possible while we waited for 
the ambulance.

Somehow she suff ered no life-
threatening injuries. She’ll make 
a full recovery, too. 

I can’t deny it any longer. 
There’s every chance I’ll again be 
chucked in at the deep end of an 
emergency. You too. How’s your 
fi rst-aid training? ARR 

IN THE DEEP END
HO

MICK MATHESON

WOULD YOU KNOW WHAT TO DO IF THINGS TURNED BAD?

“From there things started to come 
good. A sign of life; the arrival of more 

helpers; the willingness of those helpers 
to help rather than take over, fulfilling 
roles ranging from direct aid to traffic 

management and seeking help”

r Before the professionals arrive, it might be you who has to make life-or-death decisions
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WORK IN PROGRESS

BY NEWS EDITOR MARK HINCHLIFFE 
(HINCHM@HOTMAIL.COM)

The motorcycle community is celebrating
the moves by most states and all 
territories to allow international-

standard helmets to be worn, as well as the 
Federal government decision to allow their 
legal sale throughout the nation. However, the 
Australian Motorcycle Council (AMC) warns 
that issues such as tinted visors and fi tment of 
action cameras still need to be resolved.

According to AMC Helmets Commi� ee chair 
Guy Stanford there are many people to thank 
for the bureaucratic changes, but they will also 
have to keep working for more reform.

“More is required to fi nish the task, with 
a new, uniform National Road Rule 270 to 
replace the disparate variations with many 
unbelievable stupidities, impossibilities and 
allowance of whimsical enforcement,” he says, 

referring to police in NSW and Victoria who 
have fi ned riders for wearing action cameras 
and dark visors.

“This requires that all road authorities, 
as agreed by the TIC, engage the agreed full 
COAG principles of Be� er Regulation and 
conduct a transparent, contestable Regulatory 
Impact Statement (RIS) with wide community 
consultation.”

Sounds like gobbledegook, but it means 
that regulations and road rules have to 
be standardised and specifi cally stipulate 
requirements such as action cameras and 
visors so riders are not confused.

“We expect that riders will continue to 
be subjected to confusing and misleading 
announcements and gossip,” Guy predicts.

Changes to the Consumer Protection 

Notice by the Minister for Small Business, 
Kelly O’Dwyer, mean motorcycle helmets 
off ered for sale must now be “fi rst for purpose”, 
which means they must be compliant with 
requirements of road rules. Meanwhile, Guy 
has thanked a host of motorcycle organisation 
members, public servants, community groups 
and media for their work in achieving the 
helmet law changes.

They include: AMC Helmets Commi� ee 
members Chris Mearns (Qld), Dave Wright 
(WA), Peter Baulch (Vic) Bruce Campbell (NSW); 
Dr Bruce Campbell; Dan Leavy of the NSW 
RMS; Marg Prendergast, general manager 
of the NSW Centre for Road Safety; helmet 
campaigner Wayne Carruthers; and media, 
including Australian Road Rider.

“We have made good progress, but there is 
another swamp to cross. Put fresh ba� eries in 
your bullshit meter,” Guy warns.

More motorcycle helmet reform needed 

 Changes to helmet laws are 
an improvement, but a long way 

from perfect
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NEWS

The number of female riders has doubled 
from 2003 to 2015 in the United States, 
while in Australia, where such offi  cial 

fi gures are not kept, there has also been a 
signifi cant increase.

The American Motorcycle Industry Council’s 
Motorcycle Owner Survey shows female riders 
account for 14 per cent of the riding population. 
In 1998 it was eight per cent, in 2003 it was 10 
per cent, and since then the numbers have 
doubled from 600,000 to 1.2 million. Estimates 
of Australian female riders seem to vary 
substantially from six to 10 per cent. MCCNSW 
chair CJ Burns says he believes it is about six 
per cent and that there has been “exponential 
growth” in female registrations.

“Probably double what they were 10 years ago,” 
he says. “There are many reasons for the growth 
in regos in NSW and Australia: more leisure time, 
cheaper to holiday in Australia on a bike than go 
overseas, commuting in particular on scooters 
has been the biggest winner, and scooters are 
non-threatening which gets female riders hooked 
and then they opt for something larger with be� er 
brakes and suspension, a natural progression.”

The American survey found a surge in younger 
riders was pushing up the female fi gures, 
with just over 17 per cent of riders in both the 
Gen X and Gen Y segments being women. By 

comparison, only nine per cent of Baby Boomer 
riders are women. The median age for American 
female riders is 39, compared with 48 for males.

There seems to be many reasons for the 
increase in female numbers such as:
SEX
A 2015 Harley-Davidson-commissioned survey 
found that riding makes women feel sexy. That’s 
as good a reason as any to go riding.

However, the American MIC survey also 
cited “fun and recreation”, “sense of freedom” 
and “nature/outdoors” as the top three 
reasons to ride. Harley has also directly 
targeted women with initiatives such as 
women-only garage parties, where they are 
taught basic mechanical maintenance.

Interestingly, 49 per cent of the American 
women surveyed said they would prefer to 
do their own maintenance or have a friend 
or relative work on their bikes, rather than 
paying a mechanic.
SEATS
Harley and several other manufacturers have 
also sought the lucrative and growing female 
market by introducing new low-seat models, or 
off ering adjustable or optional low seats.

The lowest seats are in the cruiser range, so it 
follows that they are the most popular choice for 
American women, with 34 per cent ownership. 

Scooters are second at 33 per cent and sport bikes 
third with 10 per cent.
SAFETY
The danger aspect of riding has been lowered, 
with many rider training companies now off ering 
women-only courses.

The American survey found 60 per cent of 
women riders have taken a motorcycle safety 
course, compared with 42 per cent of men. First 
Aid for Motorcyclists course organisers Roger 
Fance and Tracy Hughes confi rm these statistics. 
They say that while women may only comprise 10 
per cent of the Australian riding population, they 
represent 24 per cent of their course participants.
SELF
Women are becoming more emancipated and 
want to do things for themselves, such as start 
riding. They just need a li� le encouragement, 
says Sue Corrigan, one of the organisers of the 
International Female Ride Day.

“Many husbands/partners/family/friends are 
encouraging women to no longer be pillions, 
and to get out on their own motorbikes and 
ride themselves,” she says. “Many women are 
discouraged by the way in which some male 
riders act/speak, and I think this plays a large role 
in the decision women make about not wanting 
to get involved in riding motorbikes themselves.

“Experienced riders need to encourage women 
to start riding motorbikes; they need to take new 
riders under their wings, not pressure them into 
riding but be patient and considerate with them, 
and also let each person ride their own ride.”

WOMEN ON WHEELS

“There has been 
‘exponential growth’ in 
female registrations”

 Beryl Swain was the fi rst woman to 
race the Isle of Man TT and was banned 
from doing so again after her fi rst attempt. 
How things have changed today, but the 
numbers still aren’t where they should be

ARR123_012-028_News.indd   13 1/28/2016   2:01:59 PM
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NEWS

The rumours have been around for
a while that Apple is planning an 
electric car, but its latest recruitment 

drive could start rumours the company is 
also planning an electric motorcycle.

Apple has poached so many key staff  
from electric motorcycle start-up company 
Mission Motors that they have been forced 
to fi le for bankruptcy. The company’s assets 
are now controlled by its largest investor, 
Infi eld Capital.

Mission CEO Derek Kaufman told Reuters 
that they had a “great group of engineers, 
specifi cally electric drive experts. Apple 
knew that — they wanted it and they got it.” 
The report claims about six engineers from 
the San Francisco-based start-up have been 
recruited by Apple since May.

Mission was established in 2007 and never 
developed a motorcycle for public sale, but its 
Mission R did eight laps in 2013 at the famous 
Laguna Seca circuit and managed 280km/h. 
Mission was trying to raise more capital from 

investors to go into production, but Kaufman 
says Apple did not try to buy Mission Motors. 
It just wanted its engineers who were 
working on electric drive systems and ba� ery 
algorithms for charging and cooling.

While Apple has been rumoured to be 
working on an electric vehicle, codenamed 

“Project Titan”, that rumour could widen 
to include a smaller vehicle, perhaps a 
motorcycle or scooter.

The company has also poached engineers 
from a range of businesses including electric 
car company Tesla, Ford, GM, A123 Systems 
and Samsung.

Apple picks the best of the
 best for its electric future

Stolen motorcycles may continue to 
be shipped out of Australia at an 
alarming rate a� er the government 

rejected moves to help stop the illegal trade. 
Half of the thousands of motorcycles stolen in 
Australia every year are never recovered, says 
Australian Motoring Enthusiast Party Senator 
for Victoria Ricky Muir.

“I suspect many of these end up in shipping 
containers. That’s long been a view of many in 
the motorcycle industry,” he says.

His defeated motion in the senate 
called on the government to require all 
vehicle exporters to provide to the relevant 
authorities a clean Personal Property 
Securities Register report as a mandatory 
compliance component of the export process. 
Senator Muir says stolen motor vehicles are 
being exported with no checks and controls.

“How is it possible to export a motor vehicle 
without checking that it is not stolen? Vehicle 
the�  impacts on all of us, including through 
higher insurance premiums,” he says.

The National Motor Vehicle The�  Reduction 
Council (NMVTRC) estimates that 20 stolen 
passenger and light-commercial vehicles leave 
Australia’s shores every week, never to be seen 

by their owners again. Senator Muir suspects 
that stolen motorcycles are also being shipped 
overseas because of their higher frequency of 
the� . In 2014/15, the number of motorcycles and 
scooters stolen was 8078.

“Motorcycles account for three per cent 

of registrations, but 16 per cent of all vehicle 
the� s,” he says. “I plan to speak with the 
National Motor Vehicle The�  Reduction Council 
about their estimate of 20 stolen vehicles a week 
being exported. A� er that, I may bring this 
ma� er back to the chamber,” says Senator Muir.

NICKED&SHIPPED

ELECTRIC 
HARVEST

 Apple is on a mission to 
make a machine with the 
brains behind this one

Stolen motorcycles
 shipped overseas

r In shipping containers rather than woven baskets, but you get the idea …
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NEWS

Sportsbike riders, in particular older 
riders, have the greater odds of being 
involved in serious injury crashes than 

riders on other types of bike, according to an 
Austroads report released in November 2015.

The Motorcycle In-depth Crash Study found 
that bikes need be� er technologies, riders 
need to be more aware and roads should be 
optimised for motorcycles.

Austroads, the leading transport and traffi  c 
authority in Australia and New Zealand, 
commissioned the study from Neuroscience 
Research Australia. Lead researcher Julie 
Brown says the study didn’t make any specifi c 
recommendations, but highlighted areas 
worthy of further investigation. She says that 
could include anything from electronic rider 
aids to smart crash-avoidance technology in 
cars that recognises vulnerable road users.

The study also found that riding an 
unfamiliar motorcycle signifi cantly 
increased the odds of a crash; riders who 
rode through a crash location daily had 
seven times more likelihood of being in 
a crash; and route unfamiliarity was a 
contributing factor in crashes.

Apart from older sportsbike riders, the 
study found that the older the rider, the lower 
the odds they were in a crash. However, older 
riders who crashed had signifi cantly longer 
stays in hospital, a fact that has not been 
previously reported in an offi  cial study, Julie 
says. The last Australian in-depth study was 
conducted by Monash University in 1997.

Julie says the new study was needed 
because of technological improvements and 
a number of signifi cant motorcycle programs, 
such as graduated licence schemes, and 
education and awareness campaigns.

“Austroads recognise that motorcycle safety 
is increasing in priority for road authorities 
around Australia and there is a need to 
examine all aspects of the system,” she says.

Neuroscience collected crash data for the 
study from August 2012 to July 2014 across the 
greater Sydney, Hunter and Illawarra regions, 
with 336 control riders and 102 crashed riders, 
of which 10 were fatals. The study found 
riders who wore more protective clothing had 
lower odds of being in a crash.

Julie says this suggests that these riders 
have lower risk a� itudes. “We can’t tell for 
sure from the study, but that seems to be 
the suggestion,” she says. “Consistent with 

previous studies, riders who wore clothing 
specifi cally designed for motorcycle use were 
provided with eff ective protection against 
abrasions and lacerations,” the study says.

“However, some motorcycle-specifi c 
clothing failed to prevent even minor injury. 
Furthermore, there was li� le additional 
benefi t provided from impact protectors. 
There is signifi cant scope to improve the 
quality of motorcycle protective clothing 
available to Australian riders.”

Most injuries sustained by the crashed 
riders in the study were minor, and 
involved the arms and legs. Head injury was 
uncommon as most riders wore helmets. 
The most common causes of injury were 
hitting the roadway, another vehicle and 
their own bike.

Julie says there was li� le mention of 
hi� ing roadside obstacles such as signs, 
barricades or trees in their sample. “But 
interestingly, when there was, it was more 
likely to be a serious injury, so they’re not 
frequent but serious,” she says.

In its conclusion, the study found four 
areas of motorcycle 
safety for further 
examination. They are:
• Improved rider 

visibility, although 
there is no mention 
in the report about 
high-visibility 
clothing. Julie says 
riders not being 
seen is simply one 
of the common 
causes of crashes.

• More eff ective 
motorcycle 
brakes (Austroads 
is currently 
overseeing the 
National Road 
Safety Action Plan 
which proposes to 
mandate ABS for 
new motorcycles). 
Julie says that in “a 
fair proportion of 
crashes, enhanced 
brake technologies 
probably would 
be a good thing. 

We don’t talk about it in specifi c detail or 
make a recommendation, but it’s an area 
to be investigated.”

• Maintaining be� er bike control which 
Julie says could include a range of 
possibilities such as electronic rider aids, 
road hazard warning technology as well as 
be� er road design and maintenance.

• Rider experience which found a link 
between the rider’s experience/skill level 
and the level of diffi  culty of the route 
being ridden. Julie says this included 
people riding their new bike home, 
new riders tackling routes that are too 
challenging, and even riders who have 
become too familiar with a route.
Austroads stands for the Association of 

Australian and New Zealand Road Transport 
and Traffi  c Authorities. It provides 
governments at all levels with information 
for formulating policy direction.

Julie says their study is a good data 
resource for Austroads and other road and 
transport authorities to examine possible 
solutions in more detail.

THE NUMBERS OF 
THEFALLEN
Older sportsbike riders most likely to crash
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T he leading manufacturer of ABS
equipment for motorcycles, Bosch,
has unveiled its smallest, lightest and

most eff ective unit yet as it suggests that
mandating ABS is coming closer to reality. The
new Bosch ABS10 motorcycle unit is up to 30
per cent lighter and 45 per cent smaller than
the current ABS9 unit.

Bosch board of management member Dirk
Hoheisel says it is a cost-effective solution for
the price-sensitive small motorcycle segment
as legislators around the world move closer
to making ABS mandatory. More than one
in three new motorcycles manufactured in
Europe is now fi � ed with ABS and Japan,
Europe, India, Brazil and Taiwan have already
mandated ABS on designated motorcycles
from as early as 2016. Mandatory ABS for
motorcycles is also on the political agenda in
Australia and America.

“ABS can prevent one-quarter of all
motorcycle accidents resulting in casualties,”
says Dirk Hoheisel, quoting from GIDAS,
the German In-Depth Accident Study. “We
welcome the decisions around the world to
make ABS standard. This will greatly reduce
the number of motorcycle accidents.”

Bosch presented its new generation
of motorcycle antilock braking systems
at the EICMA motorcycle show and they
will be available this year to suit small-

capacity bikes in emerging markets such as
India and Indonesia. “We are bringing our
ABS technology to all vehicle classes and
markets,” Dirk says.

From 2017, new motorcycles and scooters
with more than 125cc displacement
throughout the EU must be fi�ed with an

antilock braking system. In Japan, ABS
will be mandatory from October 2018 for
new-type approvals for motorcycles with
more than 125cc. In emerging markets
such as Brazil, India and Taiwan, too, laws
mandating ABS in the future have already
been passed.

COST-EFFECTIVE 
LIFESAVING

Smart phones are adding 
functionality to riding, replacing 
GPS units and even motorcycle 

instruments with their own accurate 
accelerometers and other useful apps. Now 
BMW Motorrad has designed a handlebar 
cradle suitable for phones up to 15cm that 
swivels for horizontal or upright format. It 
will arrive in the second quarter of 2016, but 
price has not yet been announced.

The BMW Motorrad smartphone cradle 
uses its Navigator V holder and is made of 
hard plastic for dust and water-proofi ng 
with a shockproof gel pad. It also has an 

antirefl ection fl ex foil see-through vision 
panel. You can charge on the run via a micro-
USB to an optional onboard 12V socket. Or 
you can wirelessly charge by electromagnetic 
induction with a light-emi� ing diode 
informing the rider of the charging state.

There have been other phone cradles 
before for motorcycles, but this is the fi rst 
time a motorcycle company has designed 
its own and it could lead to a new trend 
where phones or tablets replace bike 
instruments. It would not only provide a 
more customisable experience, but also save 
the company and rider money.

PHONING IT IN “There have been other phone 
cradles before for motorcycles, 
but this is the first time a 
motorcycle company has 
designed its own”

ABS gets smaller and mandatory ABS more imminent

 Bosch’s cost-
effective ABS system 
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Charley Boorman is returning to Australia
and Africa next year riding a Triumph 
Explorer. The renowned adventure 

motorcyclist, TV presenter and documentary 
maker has joined Triumph Motorcycles as one of 
its global ambassadors.

Charley is be� er known for his round-the-globe 
rides on big BMWs and for his tantrum when KTM 
failed to support them. However, he’s a Brit so of 
course he has to support the British marque.

But Charley loves all sorts of bikes. The London 
garage he shares with actor and friend Ewan 
McGregor is chock full of bikes of all brands. In 
The Long Way Round he and Ewan were salivating 
when they toured the Moto Guzzi factory in 
Mandello del Lario on the shore of Lake Como. In 
fact, Ewan is a particular Guzzi fan and is now its 
brand ambassador.

“I’ve always seen change as a good thing,”
says Charley. “Sometimes it’s not easy to 
change, but a� erwards you see the benefi ts. 
I’ve had a great time working with BMW over 
the years and the Long Way documentaries 
have been a massively positive part of my life. 
Change is good, it’s refreshing, and we all need 
to do it as we open our minds to new ideas and 
new horizons.”

Charley’s involvement with the UK “retro” 
motorcycle genre, his enthusiasm for the 
Distinguished Gentleman’s Motorcycle Ride 
and his association with the new hipster 
motorcycle emporium based in London — The 
Bike Shed — has shown that Boorman is not 
a one-brand player, but open to all things bike, 
from adventure touring to cruisers and sports 
to modern classics.

Charley Boorman jumps from BMW to Triumph

NEW WAY ROUND

TAKINGHOME
THEBACON
H-D names its dealer and apprentice of the year

Perth Harley-Davidson and 
Melbourne’s Harley-Heaven are joint 
winners of the 2015 Harley-Davidson 

Dealer of the Year award.
Both dealerships achieved identical scores 

against a 35-point criterion that analysed 
business and operational standards including 
market share, customer satisfaction, marketing 
and community involvement.

Harley-Davidson also announced Adam 
Towell from Gasoline Alley in Brisbane as 
the Apprentice of the Year. The fourth-year 
apprentice achieved the recognition a� er 
outstanding performances across both 
theoretical and practical examinations 
while also demonstrating strong initiative, 
enthusiasm and customer service.

r Charley looking chuffed about riding Triumph

r AOTY — Adam Towell
r DOTY Perth Harley-Davidson — Nigel Keough, Blair Freeth (Adelaide Bikeworks on behalf of) and Marc 
McAliister (L-R).

r DOTY Harley-Heaven Melbourne — Fergus Bell, Rob 
Keunig, Paul Chiodo and Marc McAllister (L-R)
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Distracted drivers who don’t look for
motorcycles are being blamed for 
a spike in rider deaths, increasing 

our status from “amber” to “red”. The annual 
Australian Automobile Association National 
Road Safety Strategy (NRSS) performance 
report shows motorcyclists represented nearly 
18 per cent of the 1189 deaths on the nation’s 
roads in the 12 months to September.

There have been 201 motorcyclist deaths 
on Australian roads over the past 12 months, 
an increase from 194 in the corresponding 
period for 2014. This is a 3.6 per cent increase. 

This has caused the annual report to upgrade 
riders’ status from amber to red, which means 
fatalities are above the national NRSS target.

Australian Motorcycle Council secretary 
Tony Ellis says rider fatalities are increasing 
mainly because there are more motorbikes on 
the road. In fact, motorcycle registrations have 
increased 4.3 per cent annually since 2010 from 
660,107 to 807,215, making it the fastest-growing 
vehicle segment, followed by light rigid trucks 
(4.1 per cent) from 115,845 to 140,625.

Tony says driver distraction is the biggest 
threat to motorcyclists’ safety and even minor 
crashes can have serious consequences for 
riders. His claim is backed by University 
of Adelaide Centre for Automotive Safety 

Research deputy director Ma� hew Baldock, 
who says most multiple vehicle motorbike 
crashes were caused by cars failing to give way 
at intersections.

“When people scan the road to give way, 
what they tend to be looking for is other cars 
or trucks or buses,” he says. “They don’t tend to 
actively look for motorcycles.”

An annual RACQ survey has found that 
distractions such as mobile phones are 
the biggest complaint among motorists. 
Meanwhile, Jaguar/Land Rover is developing 
technology called Bike Sense that will use 
unconventional warnings including a “tap” 
on the shoulder to alert drivers of potential 
collisions with motorbikes and bicycles.

This Spanish electric scooter docks in
a solar charging station and switches 
on and off  via an iPhone app that also 

controls navigation and a speed limiter. The 
fast charger under the seat can charge the 

scooter in three hours for a 100km range. The 
Xkuty also comes as a ba� ery version that can 
be charged by conventional mains power. 

The manufacturer, Electric Mobility 
Company of Spain, is seeking crowd funding 
to develop its 320-Wp Spark solar parking dock. 
The Xkuty scooter also uses your iPhone as 
the instrument pod. A special app allows you
to turn the scooter on and off, display charging
and navigation information, and even set a
top speed limit. Not that you are likely to cop
many speeding fines as the maximum speed
from the 1500W rear hub motor is 45km/h. The
app also uses the phone’s gyroscope to detect
whether you are about to crash. It then dials a 
preset emergency contact.

EMC plans to make an integrated Bluetooth 
carbon-fi bre helmet for hands-free phone 

calls or listening to music through the docked 
iPhone. The Xkuty is made from composites 
and aluminium, and weighs only 46kg. It is no 
bigger than a bicycle.

EMC is off ering a 40km-range (25-mile) 
Xkuty on Indiegogo for pledges of at least 
US$2550, the 100km (60-mile) version from 
$3400 and the solar-powered non-ba� ery 
model from US$6700 pledges, plus shipping.

DRIVING DESTRUCTION
Distracted drivers cause 
bike crashes

2015 RACQ “WHAT DRIVES YOU 
CRAZY” SURVEY
1. Motorists talking/sending SMS on 

hand-held mobiles
2. Drivers who follow too closely/tailgate
3. Motorists who increase their speed 

when you try to overtake them
4. Motorists who throw li� er out of 

their vehicles
5. Motorists who incorrectly use 

indicators, eg. indicate too late or fail 
to indicate at all

6. Motorists who aren’t courteous, eg. 
allowing room to merge/change lanes

7. Motorists parking incorrectly, eg. double-
parking or using disability car parks

8. Motorists turning from the wrong 
lane, eg. at multi-lane roundabouts

9. Motorists who do not move over to 
allow others to overtake

10. Motorists ignoring restricted speed 
limits, eg. at school zones or road works

BRIGHT 
SPARK
Solar scooter runs on
phone apps

 More moped than motorcycle, 
but great for around town

ARR123_012-028_News.indd   22 1/28/2016   2:02:04 PM



McLeods_FP1.indd   1 29/01/2016   4:13:43 PM



24  |  AUSTRALIAN ROAD RIDER 

NEWS

Victory Motorcycles has confirmed earlier
suspicions that it is heading towards a
younger market with the unveiling of

the Ignition Concept muscle cruiser. It is built
around the water-cooled V-twin engine from the
Project 156 race bike that a�empted an assault on
the Pikes Peak International Hillclimb in June.

The engine is an unspecified capacity, but it
appears to have similar architecture to the Indian
Scout 1133cc engine that has also now been
modified to 999cc for the new Scout Sixty.

When we spoke in Denver with one of the
Roland Sands Design mechanics who helped build
Project 156, he let slip that it was “almost 1300cc” so
the engine architecture seems to allow for a fair
bit of capacity variation.

Victory says in its press release that the “lean 
and muscular” Ignition Concept “represents 
the future of Victory Motorcycles’ production 
machines” and it has never made a secret of the 
fact that the engine would power a new model to 
be released in 2016.

Ignition Concept is a muscular beast much 
like the Harley-Davidson V-Rod and new Ducati 
XDiavel with forward controls and belt drive — 
somewhere between a cruiser and a naked bike.

“We knew any production version of the Project
156 race motor would be a great centrepiece in any
American bike, but we wanted to see a European
take on the design for EICMA. So we sought out
Urs Erbacher to see his vision,” says Gary Gray,
director Motorcycle Product. “In the end I think
we have a concept bike that both American and
European consumers can get excited about.”

Urs is a six-time FIA European drag racing
champion and renowned Swiss custom bike
builder whose drag racing bike is sponsored
by Victory Motorcycles.
His vision of a future
model to house the new
V-twin is an exciting
one and it remains to
be seen how close to
his concept Victory’s
production will be.

One of the most
beautiful details of the
concept is the swirling
exhaust system that 
ends in a 45-degree 
stubby exhaust. The 
exhaust makes it 
necessary to have the 
footpegs in a forward 
position. Together with 
the fl at drag bars, it will 
create an aggressive 
riding position not 

dissimilar to the V-Rod.
It features beefy fully adjustable Marzocchi

forks from the “Erbacher The One” custom bike
and it is jacked up an extra 50mm in the front for
a greater lean angle. “The good thing is, we can
also mount the Brembo brake on this fork and it
brakes like a race bike,” says Urs.

It runs an Ohlins rear shock between the frame
and the swing-arm and is shod with red 17in alloy
wheels and Metzeler Racetec Interact tyres with a
200mm section rear.

Ferris Wheels Motorcycle Safaris has
grown into a worldwide motorcycle
travel company and relaunched in 2016

as World on Wheels, with annual tours to nine
destinations and 15 countries.

A�er 21 years, Ferris Wheels Motorcycle
Safaris owners Mike and Denise Ferris have
decided to re-name the business to reflect
their global reach.

“The name Ferris Wheels has served
us very well over this time, and has given
the desired impression that we are a very
personal and ‘hands-on’ business,” they say
in an email newsle�er to more than 5000
loyal customers. “But we are now in an
expansionist frame of mind and to portray a
more global presence, we are expanding our
tours portfolio and re-launching as World
On Wheels.”

It sounds like the best job in the world
guiding riders on tours in exotic locations

for 10 out of 12 months a year and Mike
and Denise are passionate about riding and
travel. However, Mike says sometimes it can
be hard work.

“When it’s good it’s great, but when things go
wrong that’s when we earn our keep,” he says.
“On our last trip in Bolivia we had six major
incidents in six days.”

Mike says it’s no secret that they are
planning to sell the company and the new
name makes more sense. However, he says
they are happy to stay on under the new
owners for a transition period. Meanwhile,
they have plans to expand the company,
taking in South Africa and possibly Cuba,
Honduras and more.

“To keep up our own level of interest we
might drop off and put on a new one. We like
to mix it up and keep it evolving,” Mike says. He
adds their demographic is 80 per cent Aussies,
10 per cent Kiwis and 10 per cent the rest of the
world, with about 200 customers a year.

“We love doing what we do with Aussies
because we speak the same, eat the same and

share the same sense of humour. But we also
get a few Brits, Europeans and Americans.”

Mike says their international appeal might
spike with the global name change. World on
Wheels comes from their highly successful TV
mini-series from a few years ago, which has been
screened in about 20 countries, on several airlines
and is available on DVD.

From 2016, World on Wheels will have a new
internet address, using the new international
Domain classification .tours. The new website
is www.WorldOnWheels.tours but they will also
retain the Ferris Wheels website, Facebook and
YouTube accounts during the transition, with
re-directs to the new sites.

The company can now be contacted on its new
official email: adventure@worldonwheels.tours

“The lean and muscular Ignition Concept
represents the future of Victory Motorcycles’
production machines”

DIFFERENTNAME,
SAMEGREATJOB
Ferris Wheels becomes 
World on Wheels

WE HAVE 
IGNITION!

 Denise and Mike Ferris

 European drag racing 
champion and renowned 

Swiss custom bike builder 
Urs with his Ignition Concept
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Every motorcycle should come with 
an alcohol interlock, ABS and other 
electronic rider aids, while riders should 

be “lit up like a Christmas tree”, according to a 
controversial road safety researcher.

University of New South Wales Transport 
and Road Safety Research Centre professor 
Raphael Grzebieta has told the NSW 
parliament’s Motorcycle Safety Inquiry that 
technology would help reduce motorcycle 
crashes. He says there should be immediate 
legislation for mandating ABS, an assisted 
braking system, and “any other systems that 
keep a motorcycle upright. I currently have 
an iPhone which, when I turn on, identifi es 
my thumbprint and turns on. I think every 
single motorcycle should have a thumbprint to 
prevent illegal riding,” he says.

“I also believe that each motorcycle should 
have an alcohol interlock because we have seen 
that alcohol and drugs have a huge eff ect on 
the ability of a motorcyclist to stay on their 
motorbike and also to avoid hazards.”

Toxicological reports from the Australian 
National Coroners Information System 
have found that 47 per cent of motorcyclists 
have consumed alcohol and/or drugs prior 
to a crash. 

“An alcohol interlock should be 
mandatory for every motorcycle,” the 
professor says. “From now on, any 
new vehicles that come in should be 
developed and fi � ed to these machines.”

However, he has recanted on an earlier 
call for the blood alcohol count (BAC) for all 
motorcyclists and scooter riders to be set at 
.02, not .05, as has been done in Sweden. He 
now says the Swedish system has not been 
eff ective, which is why he is instead calling for 
alcohol interlocks.

The professor also believes in a 
technological answer to the old problem of 
riders not being seen by other motorists — 
called SMIDSY, which stands for “Sorry Mate I 
Didn’t See You”.

“There is a device called Mobileye, which is 
now being used throughout the commercial 
world,” he says. “I have just come back from Chile 
and every single vehicle has this device. It can 
pick up a pedestrian, a cyclist or a motorcyclist 
at considerable distance. I think some of these 
devices will start coming in, particularly at night. 
Conspicuity at night is awful. I can barely see 
pedestrians when I am driving around. I think 
a motorcyclist should be lit up like a Christmas 
tree so that you can see them.”

He also believes the trend of older riders
returning to motorcycling and being over-
represented in crash statistics can be dealt with by 
“some sort of restrictions”. (While the professor has 
previously suggested speed limiters or governors, 
he doesn’t mention them here.)

“People are ge� ing older and they have more 
income, so they like to go back to their earlier 
years of riding a motorbike,” he says. “I think 
it is important that anyone coming back and 
reinstating their licence or using the vehicle 
should undergo some form of retraining or 
relicensing. If a person has not ridden for a long 
time they need to do that. For example, I love 
skiing, but if I hop straight onto the skis it takes 
me a few runs before I get there. I think the same 
should apply to motorcyclists.”

The NSW Uni website says the professor has 
“over 30 years of research and practical experience 
in crashworthiness and road safety”. His CV states: 
“Raphael has published over 200 publications and 
supervised numerous PhD and Masters students 
in the areas of vehicle crashworthiness, occupant 
protection, roadside barriers and impact loading.”

CALL FOR MORE
Mandate alcohol locks, ABS, 
visibility says road safety researcher
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Yamaha has unveiled Motobot, a
motorcycle-riding robot at the Tokyo
Motor Show, sparking concerns

about the extent of electronic intervention
for “rider safety”. The robot was one of
several interesting displays on the Yamaha
stand including electric bikes and even a car
powered by a motorcycle engine.

Yamaha says its goal is for Motobot to be
able to ride an unmodified motorcycle on a
racetrack at more than 200km/h. It also says
it wants to apply some of the technology
to safety and rider support systems and
“pioneer new lines of business”, which could
mean the company is planning to follow
Bosch and Continental into electronic rider
safety systems.

Meanwhile, Yamaha’s concept car, the
Sports Ride Concept, is similar to the Honda
track day car powered by its MotoGP-derived
four-cylinder engine from the exclusive
RC213V-S sportsbike and unveiled at the
Frankfurt Motor Show. It shows Yamaha is
also serious about “new lines of business”
a�er earlier announcing plans to make small
cars for the European market from 2019
featuring 1000cc motorcycle engines.

It’s not the company’s first foray into four
wheels, having developed engines for Toyota,
the Lexus LFA V10, Ford’s SHO V6, and Formula
One racers. In the early ‘90s it also made the
335kW V12 OX99-11 supercar. In 2013 Yamaha
exhibited a prototype 1000cc engine car and an
electric-car ba�ery at the Tokyo Motor Show.
This time it’s a mid-engined sports car.

Yamaha has also released updated versions
of its electric motorcycles which it plans to put

into production in 2016. Yamaha unveiled its 
Passion Electric Street (PES) electric street bike 
and Passion Electric Dirt (PED) electric off -
roader in 2014, promising to go to market with 
the bikes. The company has now released the 
PES2 and PED2 with cosmetic and unspecifi ed 
technology updates ready for production. 
The street bike is now two-wheel drive with a 
second motor in the front wheel, although a 
two-wheel-drive dirt bike would be more useful.

There is a new powertrain named Yamaha 
Smart Power Module fastened to a monocoque 
structure that functions as the bike frame. 
Yamaha has also unveiled the YPJ-MTB 
electrically assisted mountain bike concept. 
It is powered by a 400-Wh lithium-ion ba� ery 
and a DC brushless motor that produces 250W.

Sena is the fi rst company to unveil a 
noise-cancelling motorcycle helmet 
that works much like the Bose noise-

cancelling headphones. The Smart Helmet was 
unveiled at the EICMA motorcycle show in Milan 
along with updated Bluetooth communicators 
(10S, 10R and 10U), the Prism Tube action camera, 
and wristband and handlebar remote controls.

Bluetooth Sena Technologies says the new 
line-up features “industry-leading innovation 
initiatives” including expanded range, and 
enhanced speaker and audio quality. Sena says 
its lightweight carbon-fi bre Smart Helmet has a 
luxurious fi t, ventilated shell, and an Intelligent 
Noise-Control system to “keep you calm, alert 
and focused”. It should also reduce hearing loss 
from wind noise without the need for earplugs.

“Sena’s Smart Helmet offers all the control of
noise-cancelling headphones while still allowing
you to hear vital audio cues like sirens, traffic and
your RPMs,” says Sena.

The snap-in noise-cancelling module monitors
ambient sound via an array of networked
microphones and adjusts in real time to phase
out harmful noise by producing a mirror-image
soundwave though the built-in speakers.

The helmet also features an ambient mode,
allowing you to hear clearly without removing
your helmet. There is an optional plug-and-play
Bluetooth module that snaps into the built-in
modular microphone harness so you can make
phone calls, listen to music, or talk to fellow riders
at the touch of a bu�on.

“The Intelligent Noise-Control system

significantly reduces wind noise, and you can
listen at volumes lower and safer than ever
before,” adds Sena.

Yamaha flaunts its innovations

Noise-cancelling helmet unveiled

YAMAHA’S 
FUTURE TECH

QUIET RIDE
 Motobot in action

 Sena’s silent lid
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THE THINGS YOU SEE

BIGSHOT Those roads in north-eastern NSW and south-
eastern Queensland are magic, if a li� le rough 
at times! If you haven’t ridden them, do yourself 
the favour. We rode them on Harley’s new 
S-Series So� ails, including the Slim with its 
WWII-style paint job. Without giving too much 
away, let’s just say the bigger 110ci engine is 
beaut. We’ll tell you all about it next issue.
Photo: LOU MARTIN
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THE THINGS YOU SEE

BIGSHOT Bike shows have been around as long as 
motorcycles themselves. The grandeur of the 
exhibition halls and of course the machines have 
changed over time, as you can see from the BMW 
stand at the 1929 London Motorcycle Exhibition.
Photo: BMW
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THE THINGS YOU SEE

BIGSHOT
“Not only was it a 1000km race we were a� ending, we also faced 
a 1000km ride down in a day and a 1000km ride home in a day. 
That’s quite an eff ort for anyone, let alone a novice rider.”

What be� er way to learn than going for a big, long ride! 
Read all about it on page 100.
Photo: Mark Hinchliff e



AUSTRALIAN ROAD RIDER  |  35

RoadriderA U S T R A L I A N

T H E  R E A L  R I D E



36 | AUSTRALIAN ROAD RIDER

My life revolves around bikes
and biking. My career is bikes 
and biking, even my social life, 
hobby and passion are biking. 

Sometimes this is riding them, fi xing them or 
maybe just staring at them.

I’ve been incredibly lucky. My mate Ewan 
McGregor helped to nudge open a door of 
opportunity for me by going along with the 
idea of making Long Way Round into a book 
and TV show when in the beginning it was just 
supposed to be two mates going on a big trip. 
Let’s be honest, Ewan didn’t “need” to make this 
into a book or a TV documentary, he’d just done 
Star Wars and was riding the crest. Me? I was 
a jobbing actor, doing a bit of building work 
and painting and decorating, with a mortgage 
and two young children. I didn’t really have the 
money to embark on such a massive trip. We 
were both shocked, seriously shocked, when 

the book and documentary took off  the way 
they did. It changed my life. Thanks, Ewan.

At that time, you’ll remember that I was 
keen on using KTMs for our big trip. And 
Ewan? No, Ewan was adamant that the Beemer 
was the bike for the job. More comfortable, 
and a real mile cruncher, while at the same 
time a bike that had extraordinary off -road 
capabilities for such a big bike. If you’ve read 
the book (Long Way Round), you may recall 
my trumpet blowing for KTM which was later 
followed by a tantrum as I ripped their poster 
off  our garage wall a� er their shock decision to 
pull out of the project just a short time before 
we were supposed to leave. We were fortunate 
that BMW UK was happy to step in and from 
that moment on, I fell in love with the GS 
Adventure. At that time, BMW UK marketing 
was headed up by a guy called Tony Jakeman. 
Tony understood the potential of the trip and 

Charley moves to new 
pastures closer to home

ALL OUT, ALL CHANGE
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MORE CHARLEY
To fi nd out more about Charley, his events, 
his adventure rides in Australia and all 
things Long Way Round, go to www.
charleyboorman.com

went out on a limb to provide us with the bikes 
and some support — he was an absolute star 
and we became good friends over the years. 
He’s moved on now — change can be good.

When I was young, living in Ireland, I learnt 
to ride on a few mates’ bikes, but my own was a 
Yamaha DT100. Since then, both my girls have 
learnt to ride on the same bike. Yes, I still have it. 
Sometimes people ask me which bike do I regret 
selling — my answer is always, “All of them!”

I’ve never been very corporate. Even in 
my relationship with BMW UK, it’s been 
very rare for you to see me looking badged-
up, you know, the cap, the shirt, the coat, 
all heavily branded. I’ve always tried to 
maintain my free spirit in the bike world and 
to that extent, you’ll have seen me riding all 
sorts of diff erent brands where appropriate 
and I’ve never kept it a secret that I love 
trying out diff erent bikes.

Over the years we’ve seen tremendous
growth in the retro bike marketplace. The cafe 
racer image and classic styles from Marlon 
Brando, James Dean and Steve McQueen are 
as cool now as they were in their day — maybe 
cooler. I love brands like Deus ex Machina, 
the Australian-born lifestyle bike shop and 
magazines such as the UK’s Sideburn. We’ve 
seen British brands like Triumph go from 
strength to strength and Norton not only 
going into production, but even entering 
the TT. I love this side of the industry, that 
cool lifestyle of the retro bikes. I’ve recently 
become involved in The Bike Shed, based in 
Shoreditch in London. It’s a li� le like the Deus 
idea and it’s full of great bikes, cool clothes 
and fantastic food — you can check it out at 
www.thebikeshed.cc

So what am I ranting on about? I suppose 
I’m being a li� le retrospective. A� er about 11 
years working closely with the BMW brand, 
I’ve now been drawn closer and closer to the 
coolness of Triumph Motorcycles. I’ve always 
seen change as a good thing. Sometimes 
it’s not easy to change, but a� erwards 
you o� en see the benefi ts. I’ve had a great 
time working with BMW and the Long 
Way documentaries have been a massively 
positive part of my life. Change is good, it’s 
refreshing, and we all need to do it as we 
open up our minds to new ideas and new 
horizons. Thanks, BMW, it’s been a great ride.

I don’t see my move to Triumph as some 
radical episode, I’m really still just that 
guy who loves bikes, only this time they’re 
British. I’m excited with the Triumph 
range. I love the retro look of their modern 
classics, especially the Thruxton with the 
dropped bars and its cafe racer history. I’ve 
always joked that you should have a bike for 
each mood — I think someone at Triumph 
just took me at my word! Oh, and hey, the 
whole “it’s British” thing is pre� y cool as 
we see historic British bike brands in the 
ascendance. I haven’t forgo� en my adventure 
roots and so I’m desperate to try out the new 
Triumph Explorer on my 2016 adventure 
rides in Africa, Australia and South America.

Rubber-side down — and let’s all salute 
change, it can bring great things. ARR

“I’ve got a shed full of bikes
— from Triumph to BMW
to Kawasaki, from enduro
to track to cruiser and I
love them all.”

 Yamaha DT100, 
perfect family bike

r BMW has been a great partner, but Charley is switching brands
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Late last year I put 
1000km on a new 
Triumph Spirit, a mildly 
customised factory 

special and one of the last 
Bonnevilles to carry the air-
cooled 865cc engine. It’s not the 
most powerful bike out there 
and is as simple as they come, 
but it brought a smile to this 
long-time British bike fan every 
time I rode it, even if it was 
made in Thailand.

Like many die-hards, I 
was initially sceptical of the 
reborn 790cc DOHC eight-valve 
Bonneville when it debuted in 
2001. To me it was big, heavy 
and unnecessarily complex, 
everything a pushrod Triumph 
wasn’t. But it did look the part. 
I fi nally got to test an 865cc 
Thruxton in 2006, chasing a 
1000 Sport Ducati down the 
NSW South Coast. The open-
piped Trumpy was hopelessly 
outgunned but it reminded me of 
every British bike I’d ever owned 
and sounded fantastic, especially 
fl at out as it was almost all of the 
time. I was so impressed I very 
nearly bought one.

Nothing else sounds like a 
proper British parallel twin 
hard at work, except of course 
the XS650 Yamaha, and there’s a 
reason for that which we’ll get to. 
Prior to 1938, most multi-cylinder 
engines were V-twins, invariably a 
pair of single cylinders joined on 
a common crankcase. The angle 
of the V ranged from Harley’s 45 
degrees to Douglas’s and BMW’s 
180 degrees, and consequently 
determined the fi ring interval and 
hence each machine’s distinctive 
balance and sound.

The vertical twin is a diff erent 
pair of underpants. Edward 
Turner is generally credited with 

designing the first successful
OHV parallel twin for Triumph
in 1937. Unlike narrow V-twins
which share a common crankpin,
parallel twins have their cylinders
running side by side and so run
a separate crankpin for each
connecting rod. Turner figured the
smoothest configuration in terms
of vibration and power delivery
would be to have the pistons
rising and falling together but
fi ring on alternate strokes.

The Triumph Speed Twin was
an immediate success. Production
was interrupted by WWII but
resumed in 1946. BSA followed
suit with the A7 in 1947 and
Norton with the Model 7 in 1949.
All were pushrod 500cc vertical 
twins with the pistons rising and 
falling together on 360-degree 
cranksha� s, ushering in the 
golden age of the Universal British 
Motorcycle that ruled the world 
for the next 20 years.

Parallel twins are light and 
small for their capacity, prompting 
Soichiro Honda to release the 247cc 
C70 in 1957 and a few years later 
the breakthrough 305cc Dream. 
Instead of copying the Poms, he 
went for OHC and located the 
crankpins at opposite ends of the 
sha� , or 180 degrees, so that when 
one piston was rising, the other was 
falling. Who’s to say he was wrong? 
Certainly not Laverda, whose 
1971 750 SFC proved a 180-degree 
crank worked just as well in high-
performance big twins. Most others 
followed suit, with the notable 
exception of the XS650 which stuck 
with the British standard.

Vincent designer Phil Irving 
had another theory. He assumed 
maximum out-of-balance forces 
occurred each time a piston 
approached top dead centre 
and were best compensated by 

the other piston travelling at
maximum velocity, achieved in 
a vertical twin by off se� ing the 
crankpins by 76 degrees. He never 
put his theory into practice but 
South Australian Lee Kernich 
did in a pre-unit Triumph. Lee’s 
homebuilt special in turn provided 
the inspiration for NSW’s Mark 
Parker to build from a BSA A65 the 
world’s fi rst parallel twin with the 
crankpins set at 90 degrees (fi ring 
at 270 degrees) in the early 1990s. 
Housed in an RGV250 chassis and 
stroked to 810cc, Mark’s ‘Spiteful’ 
was aiming for the primary 
balance of a 90-degree V-twin and 
while it wasn’t quite as smooth as 
a Ducati — something to do with 
the pistons moving in diff erent 
directions — it sure sounded 
like one! Two years later, Yamaha 
released the 270-degree vertical-
twin TRX850, which looked like 
one too!

Which brings me back to the
Bonneville. I’m as excited as 
anybody about the new 1200cc 
engines, but as well as being 
water-cooled, they have their 
crankpins set at 90/270 degrees. 
They’ll be smoother and faster, 
but the pistons will no longer rise 
and fall together as they have 
since 1938. The existing 360-degree 
air-cooled engines will be 
discontinued and Triumphs will 
no longer sound like Triumphs.

As with the reincarnated 
Norton Commando 961, I don’t 
get why you’d go to so much 
eff ort and compromise to build 
a bike that looks so much like 
a classic British bike and then 
make it sound like an Italian 
one. Most people won’t notice, 
fewer will care, but if you’ve 
got this far, shed a tear for the 
passing of the traditional two-up 
British twin. ARR

E

GEOFF SEDDON

THE LAST POST 

r It just ain’t right …

WHEN THEY’RE GONE, THEY’RE GONE

“All were pushrod 500cc vertical twins
 with the pistons rising and falling 

together, ushering in the golden age 
of the Universal British Motorcycle”
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Peter Higgins is not only a lover 
of motorcycles, he is also a self-
made man. As the co-founder and 
director of Mortgage Choice, he 
had some wonderful wisdom to 
share in relation to business and 
life when we caught up recently.

What sort of advice would you 
give someone who might have an 
idea or a creative venture they’d 
like to pursue?

You have to really analyse 
whether your idea is a good one or 
not. There are a lot of people who 
have really crummy ideas. When 
I was on Dragon’s Den a lot of 
people would pitch their ideas to 
me on the panel and some of the 
ideas were just ridiculous; you’d 
never encourage people to follow

it’d end up in a car crash.
First you have to work out if

you’re in an industry that has 
a future and whether or not it’s 
got real positive growth in it. For 
example: you wouldn’t go opening 
a tobacco store now, would you? 
Similarly, you can be in a good 
industry but your product may 
not be right within that industry. 
This happened to people selling 
PCs before laptops came in. They 
were in an industry with a spiral 
of upward growth but had a 
limited product within it.

We had a business and a product 
that the customers wanted and the 
industry wanted. Before Mortgage 
Choice, customers had to go into 
the banks directly and beg for 
money. They had to try to fi gure out 
the best deals for themselves in an 

o�en stressful and confusing for
them. With us, customers got the
best home loans at no extra cost 
because we charged the banks for 
the service. We did all the running 
around. The banks, in turn, received 
a whole lot of new business.

If you can fi nd a product 
that’s driven by the industry 
and the consumer, you’ve got it 
all going for you. Then you just 
have to bring the pieces of the 
jigsaw together. And the way to 
do that is to think big, really big. 
And by thinking really big you 
can a� ract really good people — 
people who are ambitious and 
smart. They’re the ones you want 
to be associated with because 
they’re the ones who are going to 
help you grow.

One of the things I was 
always aware of is that there 
are people out there with be� er 
skills than me. When you start 
building a business you wear 
fi ve diff erent hats — you’re the 
janitor, salesman, accountant — 
you’re doing everything. As your 
business grows you drop a hat 
here and there. So fi nally you have 
a guy wearing a blue hat — he’s 
the best accountant you can get; 
you have a guy wearing a red hat 
— he’s the best salesman you can 
get and he builds up your sales 
team, and so on. Eventually you 
can build up a really big business 
providing you have a vision for it.

What wisdom would you like 
to share with people who feel 
like they want to give up on 
their dream?
I was so commi� ed to and 
vested in this business when 
we started that I had nowhere 
to go. I had invested everything 
— all my life’s savings, all my 
assets to keep paying wages. We 
paid our staff  more than the 
banks were paying us. There 
were times when I used to get 

and guidance, but what kept
me going is that every now
and then I’d do a mental health 
check on the business — is 
there a need for this? Do the 
customers really want it? Will 
the bank benefi t from it? If you 
can answer those questions 
positively, then stick with it. 
Half of success in life is simply 
rolling up! A lot of people give 
up too easily. Never, ever, ever 
give up if you believe in your 
dream — do what it takes.

Have you always ridden a 
motorcycle?
Yes, I used to race motocross 
when I was a kid. And then in 
1970 my father went to Expo 70 
in Japan and brought back two 
crates with two motorbikes. 
One was a Honda 70. It was 
like my version of the Pee Wee. 
I went from there to a Honda 
CR125, which was a two-stroke. 
I used to ride through all the 
sand dunes in WA. I’d take spare 
fuel cans with me and just go 
all day. When I was 29 I rode a 
Kawasaki Zephyr 750 and now I 
ride a Fat Boy.

My wife and I had been to a 
charity dinner for homeless kids 
— it was an important cause 
for me because I’d had a pre� y 
rough childhood and I really 
related to being homeless. At the 
dinner they had this brand-new 
Harley Davidson Fat Boy for sale. 
My wife put her hand up and 
ended up being the successful 
bidder. It was great because I 
knew the money was going to a 
wonderful cause. I then went on 
to customise the bike …

Yes, it looks amazing in the 
photograph! Thank you so much 
for your time, Peter. Hope to see 
you out on the road sometime 
soon!
Till next time, safe travels. ARR

that dream because you’d know overwhelming marketplace. It was on my knees and pray for help 
ZOE NAYLOR

THIS BUSINESS LIFE
THERE’S NOTHING LIKE BIKES 
FOR A BREAK FROM REALITY

“I went from there to a Honda CR125, 
which was a two-stroke. I used to ride 
through all the sand dunes in WA. 
I’d take spare fuel cans with me 
and just go all day”
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Don’t get me wrong 
— I love watching 
the MotoGP four-
strokes racing, but 

that doesn’t stop me occasionally 
missing the sight and sound of the 
mighty 500cc two-strokes doing 
ba� le. There is no other sound in 
motorcycling like the howling wail 
of a racing two-stroke at full noise!

The V4 500s had a sound and 
a pitch all of their own and they 
were incredible machines in their 
day. As they developed over the 
years, their power increased so 
rapidly that the tyre companies 
were always struggling to keep 
up. This provided great racing 
for the spectators because the 
bikes were wickedly fast, but 
had questionable handling and 
a lethal power delivery! Only the 
very best riders could master 
them and ride them to their full 
potential with any consistency.

Bear in mind that when the 
500s stopped racing 14 years 
ago, they were producing about 
200hp. They had a minimum 
weight of 130kg and could pull 
about 320km/h on a decent 
straight. Teams were only just 
starting to experiment with 
telemetry and electronics at that 
stage, so the engineers only had 
rider feedback to rely upon for 
improving the bike. These days 
there is a mountain of relevant 
data collected which the 
engineers and rider can review 
a� er each session to improve 
and optimise performance.

Can you imagine what potent 
machines the 500s would be if 
they were still racing now? A� er 
14 years of development they 
would at the very least be fuel 
injected and feature variable port 
timing. The modern electronics 
and tyre technology would have 
been an absolute game changer 
for the 500cc two-strokes. Not 

only would they be producing
massive power (260hp-plus), but
at last they would be able to fully
harness it. The engines would also
produce vastly increased torque
due to the variable port timing
and I believe their performance
would at least be comparable to
the MotoGP bikes.

It’s pure speculation of course,
but they may have even been
slightly quicker, given that their
light weight would allow greater
agility into corners and superior
acceleration. We will never
know of course, but if the 500s
could have ridden the tide of
the electronics revolution, they
would undoubtedly be incredible
machines today.

Now I understand that
MotoGP is here to stay, and that
two-strokes will never again
contest the premier class. Most
of us wouldn’t have it any other
way. The only aspect that really
troubles me, however, is the lack
of entries in MotoGP. There are
just the factory teams and a few
satellite teams running in the top
class. About a dozen
bikes in total, with
another dozen CRT
(Claiming Rule Team)
bikes padding out the
grid. Unfortunately,
the CRTs are not
competitive in
MotoGP and are really
only window dressing
for the main show.

Back in the two-
stroke era, Honda,
Yamaha and Suzuki
all made production
versions of their 500cc
racers. Race teams
and privateers could
purchase these bikes
and potentially have
a machine that could
run at the pointy

end of the race. The grids were
full and everyone was on similar
machinery, so the racing was close
and entertaining all the way down
the field. The factory bikes still
usually won, but the performance
gap to the rest of the field was
quite small.

In MotoGP the quality of the
racing at the front of the field is
top class. The factory bikes are
nearly identical in performance
and any of the top five riders
(Rossi, Lorenzo, Marquez, Pedrosa,
Iannone) is capable of winning on
their day. The problem is that the
field is dwindling, while the gap

between the factory bikes and the
rest is widening. I don’t really know
where the solution lies for this
situation. All I know is that I would
like to see a full grid of proper

MotoGP bikes, of relatively similar 
performance, racing for the world 
championship. Let the CRT bikes 
run as a separate support class if 
they are to continue.

Perhaps the factories are only 
producing enough MotoGP bikes 
to supply their factory teams 
and a couple of satellite teams. 
Maybe the factories are prepared 
to produce the machines but 
they are now so expensive that 
only the really well supported 
teams can afford to run them. It 
would be great if DORNA could 
step in and do a deal with the 
factories to ensure that there are 

more teams with competitive 
bikes on the MotoGP grid.
Unfortunately that’s about as 
likely as a modern two-stroke 
racebike — a mere pipedream! ARR

OR

GREGOR REYNOLDS

GOLDEN YEARS

“Onlytheverybestriderscouldmaster
them,andridethemtotheirfull
potentialwithanyconsistency”

r One of the true masters, Wayne Rainey 

DOES ANYONE ELSE MISS THE 
TWO-STROKES IN GP RACING? I KNOW I DO

ARR123_042_Gregor.indd   42 1/27/2016   11:34:44 AM



McLeods_FP2.indd   1 29/01/2016   4:13:21 PM



44  |  AUSTRALIAN ROAD RIDER 

ADVENTURE-SPORT BIKES
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Are these the perfect motorcycles for Australia?

ANYWHERE
ANYTIME
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STORY: MATT SHIELDS
PHOTOS: HEATHERWARE

Do you remember when the choice
of what motorcycle to buy was a
lot easier to make? A time when
bikes were simply either for the

road or for the dirt? These days there is an
ongoing fragmentation of motorcycle classes
as we knew them and things like cruisers, for
example, are now a�ached to the labels bagger,
tourer, sports, power, custom and the like.

It seems like you can’t get anything plain
these days, and this group of adventure-
sports bikes are the same. We’re calling them
adventure-sports bikes but they could be
classified as sports-tourers or even adventure-
sports-tourers, except that the la�er is just too
much of a mouthful. They are either based on
adventure bike platforms or made to look like
them, and they carry engines closely related
to superbike powerplants and all roll on 17in
wheels. There are smaller-capacity bikes in
this category, but we are only including the
big boys: the Aprilia Caponord Touring, BMW
S1000XR, Ducati Multistrada 1200S, Kawasaki
Versys 1000 and Triumph Tiger Sport.

Now as far as adventure bikes go, the 17in
wheels, low ground clearance and unprotected
surfaces make them too far removed from
sturdy, off-roading, go-anywhere adventure-
tourers like KTM or BMWAdventures. But as
far as adventures go, these five bikes do deliver
an escape from the norm. Their long travel
suspension, good ground clearance by roadbike
standards and easy ergonomics make them a
cinch to ride on any road. Where the tarmac
stops and the gravel starts they allow you to
carry on until you find the next stretch of sealed
road. But if it’s trails you are looking for, there is
a bunch of bikes with 19in and 21in front wheels
that are be�er suited to the task. Think of these
bikes as sports-tourers on steroids.

If you haven’t already noticed, 17in-wheel-
shod adventure machines are mainly popular
as an aspirational choice. Everyone wants to
be a Dakar racer, but ask yourself howmany
times a year will you find a trail or track that
you’d need an adventure bike on? What about
every other day of the year when you want
an enjoyable roadbike that isn’t limited in its
road-holding by compromises that improve its
off-road handling?

Conversely, the ergonomics, suspension
travel and performance of this breed of
adventure-sports bikes will take you off road.
Further than you think, but at the same time
those characteristics add up to a machine that
is more comfortable, be�er handling over a
variety of conditions, and just as exciting as a
head-down, bum-up sports-tourer.

That said, this bunch of machines might
look similar but couldn’t be more different.
They’re varied in their off-road capabilities,
engine character, handling, and to a lesser
degree comfort. There is a variety of
electronics, weight and power characteristics,

ACCESSORIES
As these fi ve motorcycles are all popular touring 
bikes, there is an extensive range of genuine 
and aftermarket accessories on the market.

The Ducati and BMW are quite close 
on features as tested here, but the BMW 
includes a bunch of factory-fi tted options. In 
the options list are things like daytime riding 

light, electronic suspension, traction control, 
cruise control and alarm. 

The Ducati also has accessory packs — 
Touring, Sport, Urban and Enduro — that are 
a group of accessories to tailor the machine 
more towards each of those environs. Those 
environs are, cleverly, the same name given 
to the Ducati’s switchable riding modes.

ADVENTURE-SPORT BIKES

“This bunch of machines might look similar 
but couldn’t be more different”
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range of base-level features, various engine 
confi gurations and, most importantly, a wide 
range in price. Some of the diff erences put 
them poles apart, though at the end of the day 
they all do the same thing. They make a twisty 
road enjoyable, they make a long stretch easy, 
they eff ortlessly cover sno� y roads and they 
allow for more adventure in your ride than a 
typical road bike.

Let’s start by looking at the engines. The 
Aprilia and Ducati both have a 90-degree 
V-twin with the Ducati’s front cylinder head 
si� ing lower to the ground than the Aprilia’s. 
The Kawasaki and the BMW both have inline 
four-cylinder engines, with the BMW’s directly 
derived from the S1000RR superbike while the 
Kawasaki’s is a previous-generation superbike 
engine that has evolved to feature in its 
litre-class road bikes. On its lonesome is the 
Triumph that features the 1050cc inline triple 
from the previous-generation Tiger, which 
in turn has been replaced by a 1215cc engine. 
Though these engines are all diff erent, each has 
at some time in its evolution been worked to 
deliver torque in the low to midrange.

The Ducati’s engine is the most 
technologically advanced, with a variable valve 
timing system (Desmodromic Variable Timing 
— DVT) that does away with the low-rev lag 
inherent in so many big V-twin engines. It is 
a system that does its job brilliantly well and 
transition of valve overlap periods through 
the rev range is barely noticeable. The DVT 
does take away some of the kick you get with 
big, lumpy V-twins like the Ducati superbikes, 
but the Multi has been purposefully built as 
a road bike and hence low-rpm to midrange 
characteristics are more important.

The BMW’s engine is the wildest of this 
bunch. Even though it has been docked 
40 horsepower compared with the 200hp 
superbike, it, like the Ducati, is tuned for a more 
road-friendly low to midrange focus. It is more 
economical than the superbike and delivers the 
same torque, punching the lightest of all these 
machines as aggressively as you can twist the 
thro� le quickly.

If you want to ride it more sedately, it does 
so but there’s always an underlying hint of a 
superbike waiting to break free. If one bike out 
of this bunch is going to be the compromise 
you had to make because you can’t sit 
comfortably on a sports bike, this is it.

The Kawasaki, on the other hand, is quite 
the opposite of the BMW. It has brilliant 
manners at low speed and sits comfortably at 
a higher pace on the open road. Its midrange 
performance is where it is strongest and while 
the rest of the engine’s performance isn’t as 
earth-sha� ering as the lively twins, it just rolls 
more steadily into a build-up of revs than the
other machines do.

Then there’s the Aprilia and the Triumph.
Both of these bikes have a character unto their
own. The Caponord has plenty of go and the
midrange is ample, though not as punchy as

“Though these engines are all different, each 
has at some time in its evolution been worked to 
deliver torque in the low to midrange”
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the Ducati’s. This isn’t a bad thing as that li� le 
hit it gives you just before the revs really start 
to build quickly is intoxicating.

The Triumph’s three-cylinder engine is the 
most enjoyable of the bunch. Without any 
traction control, engine maps or other techno 
babble, it eff ortlessly and sweetly delivers a 
strong build-up of revs off  the thro� le. Always 
easy to moderate, the characteristics of the 
Triumph’s unadulterated engine are testament 
to the triple being a purposeful engine format 
for riding on the road.

On the subject of electronics, they are 
as varied as the engine formats. At one end 
of the spectrum you have the au naturel 
Triumph that just has ABS. The Kawasaki 
goes two be� er, with three-level traction 
control and two engine maps. The Aprilia, 
BMW and Ducati are the most similar. The 
Aprilia runs three engine maps, semi-active 

suspension, traction control and switchable 
ABS. The Ducati and BMW run all of that, plus 
feature a more advanced ABS and traction 
control system akin to nearly all the top-spec 
production superbikes. It’s made by Bosch
and there’s nothing be� er than it on the 
showroom fl oor.

The Bosch system allows some great 
adjustability in the working parameters of the 
suspension and the ABS. This sophistication 
costs money and as such the BMW and Ducati 
are the two most expensive machines. It is also 
an aspect of technology that is in its infancy, 
like ABS was in the 1990s, and as it is not 
mainstream just yet it costs more than it will 
in the future. But there’s no doubt this level of 
electronics will be common on motorcycles in 
the very near future.

While it can be so easy to believe these sorts 
of electronic controls are needed, an extra 

ADVENTURE-SPORT BIKES

BASE SPEC
The Aprilia and Triumph are the only bikes 
sold as you see them on these pages. 
The BMW has a selection of factory-fi tted 
options and BMW genuine accessories 
including daytime running light at $400, 
Touring Package (electronic suspension, 
GPS mount, luggage grid and pannier 
fastenings) at $1800 and the Dynamic 
Package (traction control, quick shifter, 
switchable riding modes, cruise control, LED 
indicators) at $1400. That’s an extra $3600 in 
total to bring the base level up to the same 
as the Ducati 1200S.

With the Ducati and the Kawasaki, the 
panniers will cost you extra, while on the 
Kawasaki the fog lights and handguards are 
also accessories.
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week on the Triumph at the end of this test 
had me wondering why you’d need all those 
electronics when there’s nothing as enjoyable 
as riding a soulful inline triple with glorious 
power delivery and fantastic handling. 

It was just one experience. The Versys was 
almost as relaxed and comfortable, yet a bit 
more regimented in the way it went about 
things. The handling was good, the brakes did 
their job and the engine proved as useable as 
the Triumph’s, but with a more placid response. 
The Versys was making the ride easy and 
eff ortless and the fact that it did everything 
well made the ride more enjoyable.

The Aprilia and Ducati have faster steering 
and roll eff ortlessly from lock to lock in 
slow-speed situations, but they can get lively
under hard and fast acceleration. There is
an underlying rawness about both these
machines no ma�er how much their respective
manufacturers have tried to mellow out the
superbike engines they carry.

The BMW, though, takes the liveliness of the
V-twins, refinement of the Versys and soul of
the Triumph and makes the ride all its own. It
is the superbike with motocross handlebars
out of this bunch and the excitement it gives
riding at any speed, from “moving along” to
“going flat out”, can’t be beaten. It is a match for
the Ducati in tight twisty stuff thanks to the
electronics on board, but as soon as the speeds
start to increase, the BMW stretches its legs
and is effortless in turning hard and fast power
into ridiculously easy and fast road speed.

Its chassis is on par with the Ducati’s for
what it offers. The BMW’s — equipped with
its optional traction and suspension packages
— was a match for the S-model Multistrada’s
level of specification. As such they were split
still by around $2000 on the showroom floor.
The price premium of the Ducati is made up
by the name on the up-spec components,
most of all the brakes. The Multistrada carries
semi-active suspension and Brembo’s M50
Monobloc brakes, which are a level up from
the BMW’s base spec. The question is if they
are worth it is in the eye of the beholder.
Performance-wise you can only compare these
units on the same motorcycle.

They both feel planted, fast turning and
stable in any condition, and having ridden a

“The BMW’s engine is the 
wildest of this bunch”
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base-model Multistrada back to back against an 
S, I know that the adaptive suspension really 
does make a huge diff erence to the handling. 
It’s no wonder that BMW doesn’t expect to sell 
many, if any, XRs without the optional traction 
and electronic suspension packages.

The Aprilia off ers the same level of 
suspension though it does it for a price 
that is less than a base-model BMW or 
Multistrada that doesn’t have the system. The 
Aprilia is more relaxed than the BMW and 
Ducati in its geometry, but sharper than the 
Kawasaki and Triumph.

On the road it feels this way too. It is harder 
to ride the Aprilia like a sportsbike up a twisty 
mountain road than the Ducati and BMW, but 
it is more comfortable and easier to ride at less 
frantic speeds. Of the fi ve bikes here, if you are 
looking for a machine with the most balanced 
characteristics between sports and touring, the 
Aprilia is it.

The Kawasaki is the most relaxed machine 
to ride. It soaks up the bumps controllably and 
moves with grace and precision wherever you 
point it. It feels a tad heavier than the others 
but it moves its weight well. The suspension 
is dialled in for semi-aggressive riding and 
this does nothing to make touring speeds 
uncomfortable. Get off -road and it is the least 
upset by nasty bumps or the like.

The Triumph sits halfway between the 
all-round Kawasaki and the fi rmness of the 
sportier three. It is lighter than the Versys and 

APRILIA CAPONORD 
TOURING
The Aprilia Caponord Touring is one of the 
three-model Caponord range. The more off-
road-focused Caponord Rally is similar but 
with a few extras and a 19in front wheel. 
The entry-level Caponord Strada comes 
without semi-active suspension, panniers, 
cruise control or handguards.

On spec in standard form, the Touring 
is the closest to the Ducati Multistrada 
regarding features it has on offer. But the 
Aprilia boasts panniers and a much cheaper 
retail price.

The engine is the same 1197cc liquid-
cooled V-twin found in the Dorsoduro 
1200. Tuned for more midrange power, 
it runs smaller throttle bodies than the 

Dorsoduro. Overall power is around 26kW 
shy of the Ducati, and it’s most noticeable 
on acceleration at speed, but the Aprilia 
does feel like it trumps the Ducati at lower 
speeds, with most of the engine’s torque 
available by 3000rpm.

There are three engine modes, three 
modes of traction control that can also be 
turned off, and four suspension modes, 
with one of them an automatic mode. The 
semi-active suspension works well in auto 
mode and is set on the softer side of things, 
which you feel when riding the Caponord 
more like a sportsbike than a tourer.

The screen is hand-adjustable while 
standard features include the colour-
matched panniers, USB charger, cruise 
control and handguards.

QUICKSPECS
Model: Aprilia Caponord Touring
Price: $23,000 (ride-away)
Colours: Red, Grey, Black
Warranty: Two years, unlimited distance
Servicing intervals: 20,000km
Engine: Liquid-cooled, DOHC, 8-valve, 90º 
V-twin. Variable mapping, variable TC
Bore x stroke: 106 x 67.8mm
Displacement: 1197cc
Compression: 12.0:1
Power: 92kW @ 8000rpm 
Torque: 115Nm @ 6800rpm
Transmission: Wet multiplate clutch, 
6-speed gearbox, chain drive
Frame: Steel trellis
Dimensions: Seat height 840mm, weight 
247kg (dry), fuel capacity 24L, wheelbase 
1575mm, rake 27.4º, trail 118mm
Suspension: Front, 43mm USD fork, 
adjustable damping. 160mm travel. Rear, 
monoshock, adjustable damping and 
preload. 150mm travel. Semi-active system 
with electronic adjustments
Brakes: Front, 2 x 320mm discs, 4-piston 
calipers. Rear, 240mm disc, 1-piston caliper. 
Switchable ABS
Tyres: Front, 120/70ZR17. Rear, 180/55ZR17
Fuel consumption: 5.5L/100km
Theoretical range: 436km

r  Dash is easy to read

r  No clickers on this shock, just wires
r   Not top-spec Brembos, but a great package 
nonetheless
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BMWS1000XR
The BMW S1000XR is only a year old, but in
that time it has earned a reputation as the
sportiest machine in this market segment. It
borrows a lot of its features from the S1000RR
superbike and is tuned for a stronger
midrange and more progressive torque. At
118kW it is a match for the Ducati on outright
performance and has some very impressive
low-down grunt.

The engine is quite easy to use at low
speeds and teamed with a brilliant electronic
package; you can productively use the
performance it offers. The riding modes
adjust the sensitivity of the ABS and traction
control along with the semi-active suspension
system. The suspension constantly changes
the damping based on input from the road

and can be switched between two modes
of its own. The electronic suspension and
traction control are both factory-fi�ed
options and arrive in Australia on just about
every new XR.

The BMW’s screen is easily adjustable
on the fly and it also has an extremely
detailed and easy-to-read LCD display.
All the electronics are controlled by the
multifunction knob on the le� handlebar.
It’s a challenge to work out without
instructions, but is a simple device to use
once you get going.

A centrestand, 12-volt outlet and
handguards are all standard fitment items
and there is also a low seat or low suspension
option that brings the seat height of the XR
down to 820mm or 790mm respectively.

QUICKSPECS
Model: BMW S1000XR
Price: Base $22,190; as tested $25,790 (plus 
on-road charges)
Colours: Racing Red, Light White
Warranty: 2 years, unlimited distance
Servicing intervals: 10,000km
Engine: Liquid-cooled, DOHC, 16-valve, 
inline four. Variable TC, riding modes
Bore x stroke: 80 x 49.7mm
Displacement: 999cc
Compression: 12:1
Power: 118kW @ 11,000rpm
Torque: 112Nm @ 9250rpm
Transmission: Wet multiplate clutch, 
6-speed gearbox, chain drive
Frame: Aluminium alloy bridge frame
Dimensions: Seat height 840mm, weight 
229kg (wet), fuel capacity 20L, wheelbase 
1548mm, rake 25.5º, trail 117mm
Suspension: Front, 46mm USD fork, 
150mm travel. Rear, monoshock, 140mm 
travel. Electronic adjustment, semi-active, 
variable modes
Brakes: Front, 2 x 320mm discs, 4-piston 
calipers. Rear, 265mm disc, 2-piston caliper. 
Variable ABS
Tyres: Front, 120/70ZR17. Rear, 190/55ZR17
Fuel consumption: 6.5L/100km
Theoretical range: 307km

its steering needs li�le persuasion, while its
road-holding can’t be faulted. Teamed with
that gloriously torquey triple, it is a raw and
enjoyable machine to ride in any conditions.

On a wet, foggy, slippery mountain crossing
the Pirelli Angel STs on the Tiger never once
faltered and the controllable brakes and engine
made it an unintimidating, almost effortless,
ride. Who says you need traction control?

Another aspect where the Triumph varies
a lot from the other bikes is in its seating
position. It is a smaller feet-seat-hands
triangle with the narrowest bars. Not by
much, but it is enough to make it feel the most
like a big, comfortable naked bike – more of
a roadster than an off-roader with 17-inch
wheels like the others.

The Kawasaki has a much more spread-out
triangle between seat, handlebar and footpegs
than any of the other bikes. The seat is so�

r  Shift light is a great touchr  Excellent braking package on the XR

r  Stubby exhaust is a sporty touch

r   Rubber-topped pegs are set back in a sporty position
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DUCATI MULTISTRADA 
1200S
The Multistrada 1200 was released in 2015 with 
a Desmodromic Variable Timing system. Valve 
overlap can be shifted from -37 degrees to 53 
degrees of overlap in less than half a second, 
which means at low revs the lumpiness in 
power delivery is gone and you still get that 
characteristic V-twin performance through the 
midrange and top-end.

The 1200S differs from the base-model 
Multistrada with semi-active Sachs Ducati 
Skyhook Suspension (DSS) system, LED 
cornering headlight, Thin Film Transistor (TFT) 
instrument display, M50 Brembo Monoblocs, 
Ducati Multimedia System (DMS) and forged 
aluminium wheels.

The semi-active suspension transforms 

the Multi from a fi rm and responsive 
ride to a comfortable one at the tap of a 
button. There are four different ride modes 
and all sorts of parameters of electronic 
intervention are changed.

Weighing in at 212kg dry, it is just heavier 
than the BMW but doesn’t feel it. The screen has 
60mm of adjustment while the seat is also easily 
adjusted through a range of 20mm.

The Ducati carries superbike-spec Brembo 
brakes while ABS management is handled by 
Bosch’s latest 9ME cornering ABS system. The 
value of the Ducati’s price premium can be 
seen in things like cornering headlights, keyless 
ignition, and the Multistrada link app where you 
can record numerous measurements of the bike 
with your smartphone. Oh, and that glorious 
level of fi t and fi nish.

QUICKSPECS
Model: Ducati Multistrada 1200 DVT
Price: $27,990 + orc
Colours: Ducati Red and Iceberg White
Warranty: 24 months, unlimited 
kilometres
Servicing intervals: 12,000km
Engine: Liquid-cooled eight-valve DOHC 
V-twin with Desmodromic Variable Timing 
(DVT). Variable engine mapping and power
Bore x stroke: 106 x 67.9mm
Displacement: 1198cc
Compression: 12.5:1
Power: 118kW @ 9500rpm
Torque: 136Nm @ 7500rpm
Transmission: Wet multiplate clutch, 
6-speed gearbox, chain drive
Frame: Tubular steel trellis
Dimensions: Seat height 825-845mm, dry 
weight 212kg, fuel capacity 20L, wheelbase 
1529mm, rake 24º, trail 109mm
Suspension: Front, 48mm Sachs USD 
forks, fully adjustable, 170mm travel. Rear, 
monoshock, fully adjustable, 170mm travel. 
Semi-active, electronically adjusted Ducati 
Skyhook Suspension
Brakes: Front, 2 x 330mm discs, 4-piston 
calipers. Rear, 265mm disc, 2-piston caliper. 
Switchable ABS
Tyres: Front, 120/70ZR17. Rear, 190/55ZR17
Fuel consumption: 6.1L/100km
Theoretical range: 327km

and spacious, everything is rubber-mounted 
to quell vibes and the handlebar is nice and 
wide. It is only 10mm shorter in the seat than 
the Triumph, but the fl at contour of the perch 
makes it feel a lot shorter.

The Ducati and BMW feel the most 
similar. So much so that once I took the 
tape measure to them both I found there 
wasn’t any remarkable diff erence. But there 
is in comfort. The width and seat contour 
of each bike is diff erent enough to make the 
BMW feel sportier and the Ducati a tad more 
comfortable. 

The vibes on the BMW are more subdued 
than on the Ducati, but it’ll come down to 
whether you prefer the feel and sound of a 
V-twin or an inline four in this respect. They 
are nowhere near as mellow as the Kawasaki, 
but they are what you expect in a sporty 
sports-tourer.

The Aprilia has the sportier-style seat, like 
the Ducati, but in a more relaxed layout on 
the legs with a lower, more neutral position 
and a taller, wider handlebar. The Aprilia feels 
the thinnest of all the bikes and would just be 
behind the Kawasaki in terms of comfort, but 
it’s a much sportier all-round package.

When it comes to being out in the elements,
on the Triumph you get hit by the most air and
will be the we�est on it. In this sense it is the

r  Thin Film Transistor looks the business and says a lot well
r  The least rubber on the pegs, but still stops the vibes 
annoying you

r  Switchblock looks confusing, but easily becomes 
second nature to use

r  The belt covers are insulated to keep engine noise down
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sportiest of the bunch. The other four bikes all 
have bigger fairings with adjustable screens. 
The Ducati and BMW have simple, hand-
adjustable ones that you can move on the fl y. 
The Kawasaki and the Aprilia both require 
two hands to adjust them. The Kawasaki 
demands you stand in front of the bike while 
the Aprilia’s can be done from behind the 
handlebars.

The Aprilia comes with panniers as standard 
fi tment. The base-model Caponord Strada 
doesn’t, and it is a lot cheaper. You also don’t 
have the adaptive suspension the Touring 
does. The Kawasaki had genuine accessory 
ones mounted for the test.

The only bike to have a rack as standard 
fi tment is the Kawasaki. All other machines 
have the mounting points for a rack to be 
bolted on, and the Ducati most gracefully 

integrates its pannier mounts to the subframe 
so that, without panniers on, the bike still 
looks good. Of course, there is a vast array of 
genuine and a� ermarket luggage accessories 
for each machine so you won’t have any 
trouble fi nding something that works for you.

All these bikes have excellent grab rails 
for pillions. Passenger comfort is best on the 
Kawasaki, which has a very relaxed position 
between seat and footpegs and very large, wide 
handrails. The sportiest pillion seat is on the 
Triumph, followed slightly more comfortably 
by the BMW, more again on the Ducati and 
then the Aprilia between it and the Versys.

There are three distinct types of fi nish on 
these bikes. The Ducati has a bit of extra shine 
and smoothness to the entire package. They 
invested a lot of R&D into ge� ing stuff  like the 
panniers to appear without external screws    The inline four is tuned for low-down grunt

“All these bikes have 
excellent passenger 
comfort, but it is best
on the Kawasaki."
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KAWASAKI VERSYS 1000
The 1043cc engine in the Versys also features 
in the Z1000 naked bike and Ninja 1000 sports 
bike. The host of updates to the 2015 model 
include a more refi neded engine response at 
low rpm to improve the Versys’s low-speed 
manners. There are Full and Low power modes 
which give good variation in the characteristics 
of the engine, but it doesn’t transform the 
engine immensely.

Kawasaki’s traction control system (KTRC) 
has three settings, with Mode 1 being the least 
intrusive and Mode 3 the most. Modes 1 and 
2 are similar, with slightly different amounts 
of intervention, but Mode 3 really takes the 
guesswork out of tricky situations.

Weighing in at 250kg fully fuelled, the 

Versys isn’t as lithe as the other bikes here, 
but still delivers a smooth, strong, linear 
delivery of power straight from idle. It carries 
its weight well and you don’t feel it in slow-
speed riding or manoeuvring except when 
you push it up an incline.

The gearbox is well suited to the meaty 
torque delivery and there’s no need to go in 
search of revs to make progress. Both front and 
rear suspension have adjustment but, unlike 
the Aprilia, BMW and Ducati you have to get 
the tools out.

With a 21-litre tank, a range in excess 
of 350km is still easy to achieve. It has an 
accessory socket in the dash and the spacing in 
the guards will easily allow for knobby off-road 
tyres if you so wish.

QUICKSPECS
Model: Kawasaki Versys 1000
Price: $15,999 (+orc)
Colours: Candy Burnt Orange
Warranty: Two years, unlimited distance
Servicing intervals: 6000km
Engine: Liquid-cooled, DOHC, 16-valve 
inline four
Bore x stroke: 77 x 56mm
Displacement: 1043cc
Compression: 10.3:1
Power: 88kW @ 9000rpm
Torque: 102Nm @ 7500rpm
Transmission: Wet multiplate slipper 
clutch, 6-speed gearbox, chain drive
Frame: Aluminium twin spar
Dimensions: Seat height 840mm, weight 
250kg (wet), fuel capacity 21L, wheelbase 
1520mm, rake 27º, trail 106mm
Suspension: Front, 43mm fork, adjustable 
preload and rebound damping. 150mm 
travel. Rear, monoshock, adjustable 
rebound and preload. 150mm travel
Brakes: Front, 2 x 310mm discs, 4-piston 
calipers. Rear, 250mm disc, 1-piston 
caliper. ABS
Tyres: Front, 120/70ZR17. Rear, 180/55ZR17
Fuel consumption: 6L/100km
Theoretical range: 350km

and the pannier mounts to become part of the 
styling rather than an eyesore. It truly is a level 
above everything in a� ention to detail in this 
respect.

The BMW and Aprilia have a very similar 
brilliant fi nish and quality. There are more fl at 
and ma� e colours and textures across these bikes 
and, compared to the Ducati, there’s a li� le less 
gloss over everything. The paint is still gloriously 
deep, welds neat and surfaces well fi nished, and 
these bikes will be a lot less of a chore to keep 
looking good for a long while yet.

The Kawasaki and Triumph have a lot of the 
gloss of the Ducati as well as the understated 
detail of the BMW and Kawasaki. When you 
take into account the price of these two bikes 
for the fi nish, you are ge� ing a lot of value for 
your money.

But that is far from the only determining 
factor between all of these bikes — there are 
fi ve very diff erent machines here. Drop the 
almost ambiguous segment label and you have 
a sportsbike, a sportsbike with manners, two 
machines that are full of character for lovers 
of twins and triples, and a lone samurai that 
keeps on keeping on doing everything well 
without fuss or fl air.

I like my off -road real off -road and I’d much 
rather have a 600cc single than these machines 
in the dirt. I also like my sports riding on sports 
bikes. I like my sports-touring, though with a
lot of comfort, especially two-up, and I want
ease of operation, minimal fuss and the ability
to really enjoy the ride when I want to. So I’d
have a Versys.

I also like to ride a sports bike that is full of
cu� ing-edge technology, razor-sharp handling
and exciting performance. I want it to be 
comfortable and I probably don’t want to go
on dirt, but it’s good knowing I can. For that, I’d
take an XR.

Then again, I like the sports-riding side of
things and a bit of excitement, but I want an
engine that makes it a leisurely and easy ride
when it needs to be. And for that I would have
the Ducati as it is be� er than the XR at making r  Exhaust is bulky, but quiet

   Mode selector is the 
simplest of this bunch of bikes
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TRIUMPH TIGER SPORT
The heart of the Tiger Sport is the same as 
Triumph’s Speed Triple naked bike, though 
it has been tuned for stronger performance 
lower in the rev range. As a result the Tiger 
1050 puts out 93kW and 104Nm torque.

The engine is clearly focused on getting the 
most performance to the rider on the road, 
and low-end response is superb. Around 
town, it can be ridden easily and it’s pleasant 
on a fast twisty road. It takes more effort to 
get moving along than the lively BMW and 
Ducati, but you won’t be complaining that this 
bike is slow.

The strong braking package is fi tted 
with switchable ABS. The suspension has 
the shortest amount of travel of any of these 
bikes at both ends and it makes for more of 
a ground clearance concern than the other 
machines here, especially with the exhaust 
system hanging under the bike.

The ABS is the only electronic control and 
it makes for a notable point of difference for 
riders who don’t want, or feel they need, the 
complexity of semi-active suspension and 
traction control and its associated aids.

Like the Versys and Caponord, it sits on a 
180-section rear tyre while the wheelbase is 
bang in the middle of this group. 

QUICKSPECS
Model: Triumph Tiger Sport
Price: $15,990 (plus on-road charges)
Colours: Diablo Red and Phantom Black 
(white model tested no longer available)
Warranty: 2 years, unlimited distance
Servicing intervals: 6000km
Engine: Liquid-cooled, DOHC, 12-valve, 
inline triple
Bore x stroke: 79 x 71.4mm
Displacement: 1050cc
Compression: 12.1:1
Power: 92kW @ 9400rpm 
Torque: 104Nm @ 4300rpm
Transmission: Wet multiplate clutch, 
6-speed gearbox, chain fi nal drive
Frame: Aluminium beam, twin spar 
Dimensions: Seat height 830mm, weight 
216kg (dry), fuel capacity 20L, wheelbase 
1540mm, rake 22.8º, trail 89.7mm
Suspension: Front, Showa 43mm USD fork, 
140mm travel. Rear, Showa monoshock 
with adjustable preload, 155mm travel
Brakes: Front, 2 x 320mm discs, 4-piston 
calipers. Rear, 225mm disc with 2-piston 
caliper. Variable ABS
Tyres: Front, 120/70ZR17. Rear, 180/55ZR17
Fuel consumption: 5.4L/100km
Theoretical range: 370km

the ride really easy and comfortable when it 
needs to be, and it’s exciting the rest of the time.

But then again, if I want to take things a bit 
more easy, the Aprilia bags more comfort with 
the same sort of features as the Ducati and BMW. 
You can cover bigger distances more enjoyably on 
the Aprilia in this respect.

And some days I just want simplicity. 
Comfort, character, solid handling and real-world 
performance. Give me the Triumph every day of 

the week if that’s the case.
They might all do the same job but the only 

true separating factor of these motorcycles is 
how strong you like your sports-riding and how 
much touring you’d like with it. There’s price, too, 
but it is a good refl ection of components, quality 
and technology on each bike. Work out what 
amount of riding you are likely to do the most 
and the choice of the right bike for you is an easy 
one to make. ARR

   Brushed alloy adds a touch of class

Just a scroll button
for the dash functions 
on the Tiger Sport

r  Cute single-sided swingarm design like the Ducati

r  Simplicity is the underlying theme of the Tiger Sport, and 
the dash is another aspect that refl ects this

r  The Triumph’s engine is the prettiest, and best 
sounding, of the bunch
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load
off

All you need is two wheels and an engine. With the
 Forty-Eight, you’re not burdened by much more

take a 
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PHOTOS MATTHEW SHIELDS, MM

All the fuss is over nothing, or at 
least as close to nothing as you 
can get. Nothing fancy. Nothing 
fl ash. Nothing extra. Nothing 

unnecessary. Nothing but the bike. 
The quest to strip bikes back to the bones is 

strong these days, especially on the Sportster’s 
side of town where younger riders and urban 
confi nes defi ne the parameters. It’s a reaction 
against lives that are clu� ered these days: 
full of gadgets, commercial imperatives, 
bright lights, demands on your time, constant 
intrusions, never-ending connectedness. 
Sometimes you’ve got to jump on your bike, 
disappear behind your sunnies and ride to 
clear your head. Isn’t it far more eff ective when 
the bike is as raw and unburdened as possible?

On the Harley-Davidson Forty-Eight you 
can’t take your laptop with you. You can’t 

take your partner. You can’t even take your
wet weather gear. (I dare you to not pocket 
your phone!)

This is one of Harley’s Dark Custom models, 
a series where they’ve focused on stripping 
things down to the minimum, whether you 
want it just the way it is or as a base for 
building your own custom. It’s the bobber of 
the group, styled to resemble the post-war 
customs that thrill-seekers were building 
from big, heavy pre-war V-twins. Just like the 
bobbers roaring around in 1948, the Forty-Eight 
has shortened mudguards, fat tyres, a tiny 

fuel tank, a lot of black and an engine that
dominates its profi le. It’s a good looker.

Without its bulbous front tyre, the Forty-
Eight wouldn’t have half the impact it does. 
The 130/90-16 rubber looks bigger than the 
back tyre, though that’s an illusion created 
by the tall profi le. The beautiful wheel it is 
wrapped around increases the chunkiness 
with its thick hub, nine pairs of heavy-looking 
spokes and deep-dished rim. On the right side, 
there’s no disc to block your view of it.

The front end’s eff ect goes beyond looking 
the part. It aff ected the Forty-Eight’s dynamics 

 It’s not as nimble as other 
Sportsters but it’s fairly agile

r Single front disc is OK, and supported by a good rear brake r Dangling the mirrors cleans up the front end’s appearance r Flat seat has good padding, so it’s not as painful as you’d think

“Just like the bobbers roaring around in 1948, the 
Forty-Eight has shortened mudguards, fat tyres, 
a tiny fuel tank, a lot of black and an engine that 
dominates its profile. It’s a good looker”
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— and not in a good way. This Sportster 
doesn’t have the sweet steering of some of the 
others. It takes a li� le work to get it turning 
and you don’t get the same accuracy. The 
diff erence is not huge and I certainly wouldn’t 
say it’s bad, but I didn’t feel the same kind 
of confi dence at low speeds, going around 

roundabouts in the wet, or any other situation 
where inexperienced or less confi dent riders 
most benefi t from more natural steering. The 
steering will roll on the edge of ruts or ridges 
running along the road, too.

Still, the Forty-Eight feels rock-solid cruising 
down the road. Motoring along at road speeds 

it turns nicely, leaning well to the le� but
dragging its pipes very willingly on the right
— you’ve got to take it easy going to starboard.
The fat new 49mm forks are supplemented by
a solid brace, and the spring and damping rates
are quite good so control is commendable. The
new rear shocks, with adjustable preload and
superior damping capability, aren’t bad either,
but at both ends you can’t avoid the caveat
about short-travel suspension. The shocks
aren’t the shortest H-D makes but they’ve got
less to give than the 883 Iron’s shocks. You’ll
inevitably bo�om it all out at times. The front’s
most prone to it when you’re on the brakes,
because they dive through most of their
limited range.

That’s the way it is with this kind of bike.
You must suffer for your art. The suffering’s
not enough to justify whinging about it, if
you ask me. The Forty-Eight does a good job
considering the necessary compromises made
to achieve the style it has. I have a harder time
forgiving the quality of the tyres, which are too
low on grip in the wet.

None of these dilemmas come into play when
you’re talking about the engine. It’s steadfast in
its insistence on antiquated architecture and
doesn’t have anywhere near the performance of a
high-tech 1200cc twin, but the Sportster motor is
great fun and full of character. Pushrods, just two
valves per cylinder, air cooling, a starter motor
that sounds like it wields a sledgehammer, an
engine layout that hasn’t changed much since

r   Yep, people do look, and many look envious

 You won’t mistake this cobbly looking 
thing for anything but a Harley
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the 1950s … this is traditional American values
in metal. At least it’s rubber-mounted, reducing, 
though not eliminating, the vibration you feel. 

Without some vibes it wouldn’t be right 
anyway. They help bring this bike alive, le� ing 
it talk to you. It is lumpy at idle, soothing at low 
revs, and increasingly insistent as the revs rise 
beyond 3000rpm. 

Power is delivered fl exibly through a wide 
range in this low-revving powerplant. In all but 
fi rst gear you want 2000rpm on board to avoid 
snatchiness, and bit more in top gear. There are 
only fi ve gears and that’s all you need. Dump the 
clutch and run, and fi rst gear disappears quickly. 

Flick to second and the traffic’s way behind you,
the urban speed limit is smashed and third gear’s 
coming fast. Third’s fun, too, and if you have the 
time and space to take it out through fourth 
and fi � h you’ll tuck down and be glad about 
those low bars as the speedo swings up through 
160km/h. Beyond there, progress is slower, but 
you didn’t buy the Forty-Eight for that, did you? 
Well, not o� en, anyway …

The torque underlying the power delivery 
makes this powerplant cool. The revs come on 
slower than the speed, giving the impression 
of eff ortless performance. It’s just the ticket for 
around town and pleasant on the highway.

r Thicker 49mm forks not only look beefi er, they’re a 
better-damped design

 Exaggerated hourglass 
fi gure helps defi ne the 

Forty-Eight’s style

 Sportster engine 
might be an oldie, but 
it’s a tuneful ripper

r  The big central dial is  easy to read

“The torque underlying the power delivery 
makes this powerplant cool. The revs 
come on slower than the speed, giving the 
impression of eff ortless performance”
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The engine is quite quiet, the noise of 
gears and rockers and valves reduced to very 
li� le so that the exhaust can be allowed 
to bark a li� le without upse� ing the noise 
meters. Nor the neighbours, unless they’re 
worth upse� ing. The beat and burble are 
fun, especially when you get hard on the gas. 
The gearbox goes clang when you shi�  cogs 
but the action is sharp, very positive and 
reasonably light.

I loved the riding position. I didn’t know 
what to expect of it before I jumped on. 
The forward-mounted footpegs and low 
handlebars promised a hunched posture but 
I forgot that this is actually a pre� y small 
machine, so when I se� led onto the ultra-
low seat and li� ed my feet to ride away I 
discovered I was enjoying a relaxed si� ing 
position. When I hit the highway I was 
leaning nicely into the breeze with legs bent 
at a comfortable angle. It felt sort of sporty, 
sort of aggro and defi nitely good. Even that 
skimpy li� le seat has good foam inside, so it’s 
not too bad for a few hours at a stretch … not 
that the peanut tank gives you a chance to 
stay there for long.

Fanging around Sydney, its fringes and 
its freeways, I averaged bang on 5.0L/100km, 
which would have taken me 160km before 
coming to a splu� ering halt on the side of 
some dark street. The warning light springs 
up a� er about 100km, and that’s when you 
typically start looking for fuel. Yes, you can 
tour on a bike like this, but consider it social 
touring, because you stop regularly to talk to 
people, even if they’re mostly servo staff . 

There’s li� le else to say about the Forty-
Eight, but it’s that kind of bike — there’s 
not much to it. The brakes are OK and they
have ABS. The keyless ignition is beaut. The
speedo is almost in eye line so it’s a cinch
to read. Inside the speedo, an LCD display
scrolls through trips, clocks and gear/rpm

r  New shocks are an improvement, but we’re coming from a low base

 In Harley’s own words, it’s a skinny 
bike with a big engine and fat tyres

 Shotgun pipes sound deep and 
lovely, with a clearly audible note
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counter. The low-mounted mirrors aren’t
perfectly placed for effect but they show
enough and you should be turning your
head to see the rest anyway.

I do love the lack of a central red taillight.
It’s one of H-D’s coolest developments. The
indicators also house the tail and stop lights,
leaving the rear guard absolutely clean. That
one feature encompasses so much of what the
Forty-Eight is trying to achieve, and what it
represents. It’s all about having as li�le possible.

The Forty-Eight is a weapon of rebellion
against having everything in a virtual world
where every desire can be sated here and now
via a device Wi-Fi’d into the world. The bu�on

you press on this bike starts real noise and
motion. You don’t download the experience,
you feel it. When I see the Forty-Eight like this
I understand why so many people want it — it
really is an escape.

But maybe I’m over-thinking it. It’s very
easy to love the Forty-Eight for what it
is rather than what it might represent to
others. By any measure the styling is great.
The ride and handling are what they are.
The peanut fuel tank takes commitment.
You must live by simple rules: no pillions, no
baggage. You are rewarded with a bike that
has no clu�er, no clothing, no distractions.
I’ve always liked that in a bike. ARR

QUICKSPECS
Model: Harley-Davidson XL1200X Forty-
Eight
Price: $19,250 (ride away)
Colours: Vivid Black, Billet Silver, Velocity 
Red Sunglo, Olive Gold, Hard Candy 
Cancun Blue Flake, Hard Candy Gold Flake
Warranty: Two years, unlimited km
Servicing intervals: 8000km
Engine: Air-cooled, 2 valves per cylinder, 
OHC V-twin
Bore x stroke: 88.9 x 96.8mm
Displacement: 1202cc
Compression: 10.0:1
Power: Not stated
Torque: 97Nm @ 3250rpm
Transmission: Chain primary drive, wet 
clutch, 5-speed gearbox, belt fi nal drive
Frame: Steel double-cradle
Dimensions: Seat height 710mm, weight 
247/255kg (dry/wet), fuel capacity 7.9L, 
wheelbase 1520mm, rake 30º, trail 107mm
Suspension: Front, 49 forks. Rear, twin 
shocks, preload adjustment
Brakes: Front, 300mm disc, 2-piston caliper. 
Rear, 260mm disc, 2-piston caliper. ABS 
Tyres: Front, 130/90B16 (73H). Rear, 
150/80B16 (77H)
Fuel consumption: 5.0L/100km
Theoretical range: 160km
Verdict: No distractions, no clu� er, no 
nothin’ but the ride

“The Forty-Eight does a good 
job considering the necessary 
compromises made to achieve 

the style it has”

r Tiny fuel tank means limited range and plenty of forward planning

 The riding position is 
unexpectedly neutral 
and comfortable

 Tidy tail has no pillion and 
no traditional central light

ARR123_058-064_HD forty eight.indd   64 1/27/2016   11:35:32 AM



RIDE
NEW

ZEALAND

RIDERIDE
NEWNEW

ZEALANDZEALAND

Shipping road bikes and off-roadShipping road bikes and off-road
bikes to and from New Zealand frombikes to and from New Zealand from

Brisbane, Sydney & Melbourne.Brisbane, Sydney & Melbourne.

Summer 2016/2017Summer 2016/2017
Shipments start NovemberShipments start November

and end Feb/Mar.and end Feb/Mar.

We also ship to:We also ship to:
USA, UK & Europe.USA, UK & Europe.

GET ROUTED
Ph: (03) 5625 9080

dave@getrouted.com.au

www.getrouted.com.au
ABN: 98055447869

We’ve renovated.
So you can too!

CompleteHome has undergone
a facelift and a relaunch.

Now mobile friendly, inspiring
and the ultimate expert in

the field.

completehome.com.au

MENU

KITCHENS

Projects

Contemporary

ENQUIRE ABOUT THIS PROJECT

VIS T WEBSITE

065_ARR123.indd   1 1/02/2016   2:11:43 PM



66  |  AUSTRALIAN ROAD RIDER 

ROYAL ENFIELD

Royal Enfield has a long and lustrous past with a sense 
of character not often found in today’s modern age
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STORY: ISAAC OOSTERLOO

At 26-years-old, I found myself 
walking casually down the 
street in a town that stood at the 
gateway to the highest mountains 

on Earth. I was in Pokhara, Nepal, in the 
Himalayas and I had been solo travelling for 
the previous 10 months through South-East 
Asia and India, freefalling through whichever 
random experiences those countries chose to 
present to me.

At the beginning of this trip, I had 
discovered the joys of scooters and motorcycles 
as a means of travelling and exploring 
whichever area I was passing through at 
the time. It suited me and the style in which 
I liked to journey, giving me the excellent 
combination of adrenaline, exploration on my 
own terms and the sense of freedom which 
I was looking for. So there I was in central 
Nepal. Barefooted, hairy and bearded and 
continually chasing down the next thrill. I 
walked through the centre of the traveller’s 
community that I was in, passing long lines of 
cheaply made bikes for hire, until one at the 
end caught my eye. Its turquoise colouring, 
sleek lines and robust and sturdy appearance 
made it stand out like a lion among lesser cats 
along the line of cheap Nepalese- and Indian-
built sportsbikes. It was my fi rst meeting 
with a Royal Enfi eld motorcycle and was the 
beginning of a love aff air which has continued 
to this day.

There is something magnifi cent about 
these bikes, which was immediately apparent 
to me at my fi rst viewing. It is an understated 
level of class, which is rare in this day and age. 
The styling is reminiscent of old WWII army 
messenger bikes, and they scream with vintage 
cool. The bikes are unclu� ered, uncomplicated, 
and retain a perfect simplicity in both the styling 

and engine design. They are light, impeccably 
balanced, and have enough power in the engine 
to keep you rolling down the highway. The feeling 
you get when you ride one is completely unlike 
any other bike. They have a real personality, a 
soul if you will, and every time I have ridden one 
it has been an adventure. For me personally, it 
feels like motorcycling in its purest form.

r   Hard at work in the factory

“The history of the Royal Enfield is rich, and the 
bike’s current stylings draw heavily from its past”
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The way California is to Harley-Davidsons 
and southern England is to Triumphs, so 
India and the Himalayan region is the 
Enfi eld motorcycle’s spiritual home. These 
bikes suit the backdrop here, perfectly 
matching the Himalayan vistas, lowland 
tropics and controlled chaos that is India. 
They have been produced out of Chennai 
since 1955 and the current range includes a 
new-model cafe racer titled the Continental 
GT, the Thunderbird Cruiser and the 
retro street-designed Classic, which are 
all available in 500 and 350cc models. The 

mainstay of the Enfi eld’s line-up, however, 
is the legendary Bullet. With modern 
technology laid over its classically designed 
frame and with a single-cylinder, four-
stroke, air-cooled engine, the Bullet deserves 
the prestige which surrounds it.

The history of the Royal Enfi eld is rich, and 
the bike’s current stylings draw heavily from 
its past. It is the oldest motorcycle company in 
the world still operating, and its most popular 
model, the Bullet, has the honour of being the 
longest production-run motorcycle since its 
creation. In 1893 the Enfi eld Manufacturing 

Company, which was based in Redditch in the
UK, began to make bicycles to accompany its
weapons manufacturing division. In keeping
with their military history, the bikes to this
day still carry the mo�o “Made like a gun”.
By 1899, the company had begun to produce
quadricycles, a four-wheeled bicycle, and in
1901 its fi rst motorcycle was produced with a
239cc engine. By 1910, Royal Enfield was using a
344cc Swiss-designed engine and began racing
a 770cc sidecar model named the Royal Enfield
180 at the Isle of Man TT event in 1912.

Throughout both world wars, the Enfields
continued to maintain their strong military
connection. In the WWI, large numbers were
supplied to the British army to be used as
scout and messenger bikes in both a 225cc two-
stroke single and a 425cc four-stroke V-twin. A
sidecar model, accompanied with a mounted
machine gun, was also used. In WWII several
models were again used to aid the British
forces and their allies.

Unbelievably, one of the most famous
bikes from this time was called the
Flying Flea, with good reason. The 125cc
super-lightweight Royal Enfield WD/RE
was actually designed to be dropped by
parachute from a plane to accompany
airborne troops. The reasoning for this was
to quickly reestablish communications with
other parachute and front-line forces that
were beyond radio limits. Initially, as you
would expect, the impact from hi�ing the

r   How they used to look

 Factory assembly in early India days
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ground from such height caused irreparable
damage to the bikes, but a� er designing an 
easily removable but sturdy cradle and using 
gliders, Enfi eld motorcycles were airdropped 
into the front lines of WWII. Picture this; 
you are a young parachuting motorcycle 
scout approaching the drop zone. The light 
goes on and you launch out into the night 
alongside your motorcycle. You both descend 
to the earth, where you quickly free your 
bike, and ride off  fast through unknown 
territory, hoping you fi nd your allies before 
the enemy fi nds you. It is an incredible story, 
but a true one, and an amazing testament 

to both the resilience of these bikes and the
bravery of the soldiers themselves. It was 
also happening on Enfi elds only 70 odd years 
ago, which in today’s world seems like an 
amazing fact.

Enfi elds began to be sold in India in 1949, 
and the Indian police force and army chose 
the Bullet 350 to patrol its borders in 1955. 
This was the same year that Enfi eld UK 
partnered with the Indian company formally 
known as Madras Motors to create Enfi eld 
India. The UK branch of the company went 
under in 1971 and closed its doors, but the 
Indian branch remained strong and has 

“It is the oldest motorcycle company in the world 
still operating, and its most popular model, 
the Bullet, has the honour of being the longest 
production-run motorcycle since its creation”
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continued to produce bikes to this day.
I spoke with Betrand Jean Nephew, a 

Frenchman, close friend and fellow adventure 
motorcyclist about this subject. In 2011 he 
rode solo across India on a purchased Enfi eld. 
For westerners, India is a country fi lled with 
exotic experiences. A place of mind-expanding 
freedom and more and more o� en in the 
modern age, travellers are choosing to not take 
trains or buses but ride Enfi elds instead. As a 
young, free-spirited guy he wanted to ride a 
bike across India to have an amazing journey. 
He had no previous motorcycling experience 
whatsoever, but in the true spirit of adventure 
travel he was not deterred and purchased a 
1986 350cc Enfi eld Bullet for around $1100 in the 
town of Pondicherry in South-East India.

Indian culture is one that is highly spiritual, 
and the people believe strongly in their gods 
and customs. Because of this, at the start of 
Betrand’s journey both he and his bike were 
blessed for safe travels in a ceremony conducted 
by a local holy man or sadhu. He then did what 
I believe all riders should do at some point in 
their lives — he rode off  alone into an unknown 
and completely foreign landscape.

His bike was an old kick-start motor which 
was incredibly diffi  cult to start and it took 
him a week to fi nd the sweet spot to get her 
running straight away. He used old military 
bike panniers for luggage storage, which he 
had welded on by local mechanics who all 
know Enfi eld mechanical confi gurations like 
the back of their hands. He rode solo up the 
east coast of India for months, travelling north 
towards Nepal. He rode mainly between the 
hours of one and seven in the morning to 
avoid the congested madness which is Indian 
roads. With all the road signs in a completely 
foreign language, he made his way however 
he could and befriended welcoming locals 
and fellow motorcyclists on the way. He rode 
on through tiny villages, past gigantic Hindu 

 Engines waiting for a 
chassis to house them
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temples, participated in religious festivals 
and experienced the menagerie of sights and 
sounds. Eventually, a� er months of travel 
and thousands of kilometres, he reached the 
Himalayas and rode his bike through the 
highest mountains in the world. He arrived 
at his fi nal destination of Pokhara, in central 
Nepal, where he sold his bike to a Russian 
heading south.

When asked how he would like to fi nish 
his story, he laughed and imitated the classic 
and iconic pup pup pup pup sound of a Bullet 
engine and told me that’s all he heard for 
months. His story is indicative of how the 
Enfi elds are used by many travellers in the 
modern age. A new generation of thrill-seekers 
and adventurers, using bikes which seem born 
to be ridden in this way.

Ma�  Natanewski, the owner of Nevermind 
adventures which operates extreme bike 
tours on Enfi elds through Rajasthan and the 
Himalayas, quotes the following:

“Royal Enfi eld embody the Nevermind sense 
of minimalism, simplicity, practicality and most 
importantly adventure. In particular, the Royal 
Enfi eld Bullet, a model which has been used by 

the Indian military in the Himalayas for over 50 
years. There is nothing on a Royal Enfi eld that 
is not essential and practical. If it isn't necessary 
then it isn’t on the bike. One of the reasons 
Nevermind has been so successful is our back-
to-basic approach to travel; we refuse to use 
GPS devices, satellite phones, the latest BMW or 
KTM adventure tourer, ABS brakes or the latest 
GoPros, helmet blue tooth communications, 
hell we don’t even use hi-vis vests. Why? 
Because we don’t need them and you don’t need 
any of it, its all bullshit and marketing designed 
to make us buy more crap so that we can lead a 
long, safe, comfortable and, most importantly, 
productive life. More and more people are 
questioning this, looking for something else, 
looking for a slap in the face, it’s all a bit Fight 
Club but people want to feel alive. People are 
looking for adrenaline, discomfort and the 
unfamiliar. We don't over plan or over organise 
our rides, we let them happen and this provides 
the experience. Royal Enfi eld is an important 
part of this experience. Riding a Royal Enfi eld, 
in particular in India, is a spiritual experience 
like no other. The adventure and soul has not 
been engineered out of the machine, it lives and 

breathes (and farts and coughs sometimes) and 
it will disobey you sometimes and you will have 
to fi x it sometimes but the stories you will have 
etched into your memory, the friends you make 
and the experience of riding a Bullet cannot be 
matched by any other machine.”

The Enfi eld truly is a motorcycle with a 
long and lustrous past. They are fantastic 
machines, with a sense of character not 
found in the modern age. For me personally, 
every time I have ridden one I ride with a 
sense of style and panache, the retro and 
colonial styling a throwback to the glory days 
of adventure motorcycling. The days when all 
it was about was a man on a bike with a swag, 
compass and road map riding in a completely 
foreign landscape with only a vague 
destination in mind. The Royal Enfi eld has 
always been synonymous with this a� itude 
while still retaining a quiet sense of dignity 
and class. Something about riding an Enfi eld 
says that this is the bike for the distinguished 
and adventurous gentleman. A man who 
still opens a door for a lady, then rides across 
India for the sake of it.

Tally ho boys! ARR
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It’s just about time for the RT to go 
home to BMW, but I have one more 
good ride planned for it fi rst. The route 
includes a road I haven’t ridden for 

close to 20 years, when there was still a bit 
of dirt on it, but I reckon that’d be gone by 
now and the corners that are now sealed 
should make it a ripper. Can’t wait!

But this past month there’ve just been 
smaller rides on the usual roads.

I fi nally found the opportunity to run 
the range meter down to zero before fi lling 
up with fuel. The countdown fl ickered to 
0km only a kay or two before I rolled up to 
the bowser, engine still running nicely. The 
trip meter said I’d done 444km. By the time 
I’d fi nished fi lling the tank, it’d taken 23.7 
litres, 1.3 litres shy of a completely full tank, 
so there’s a safe margin for error in the RT. 
At the rate I’d averaged over those 444km, 
I might have gone another 24.3km before 
the bike would have splu� ered to a halt 
somewhere. 

Anne wasn’t with me when I did that. 
If she had been, she’d have been thinking, 
“Stupid man, just fi ll up when a sensible 
person would fi ll up and you won’t run 
out of fuel.” I’m all male when it comes to 
running it close to empty. 

Having such a long range out of a bike 
like this is ideal. There aren’t many routes 
you could take where you wouldn’t go past 
at least one good, high-volume servo with 
95 octane petrol in 450km or so, even if you 
take a few scenic detours. It adds a lot of 
options to your planning and fl exibility to 
your riding.

Lately both tyres are suff ering pressure 
loss. It’s very slow, as if the valves aren’t 
quite sealing as they should. The brilliant 
trip computer gives you a tyre pressure 
readout, one of a bazillion choices to have 
displayed on the dash in the slot just above 
the clock. It’s the same place you can see 
“0km” in the picture here. And that’s the 
thing — if, like me, you’d rather watch your 
range, or anything else other than tyre 
pressure, you don’t get told the tyres have 
lost pressure. However, there are two things 
to say about that.

First, I could feel it when the tyres were 
just 2-3psi below their recommended 
pressures. That’s how good this chassis is. 
The steering wasn’t its usual good self, and 
even on my dirt road the BMW’s staunch 
precision turned to unexpected reluctance. 
I didn’t need to check the display to know 
what was going on. 

Second, I’d change the display to check it 
anyway. Might as well fi nd out how low the 
pressures were. And then I decided to get 
into the habit of starting every ride with 
the tyre pressure displayed. You have to get 
moving before it can read the pressures, 
and then the numbers change as the tyres 
warm up. Once I’m satisfi ed things are fi ne, 
I fl ick over to whatever other info I want to 
look at for the trip.

I’m really appreciating all this technology.
But one evening something happened 

to make me worry. I switched off  the 
keyless ignition and walked away. When I 

came back less than fi ve minutes later, the 
ignition wouldn’t come on again. I tried 10 
minutes later, having walked out of range 
with the fob, but still no go. I was at my 
destination anyway, so I fi gured I’d see how 
it went in the morning and, if necessary, 
ring for the complimentary roadside 
assistance that’s part of the BMW warranty.

Next day, all good. She turned on and 
fi red up fi rst go. Just one of those things. 
It’s the only glitch in the system I’ve 
experienced all year.

Anyway, it’s time to pack up the R1200RT 
for this last long ride. I have to put the top 
box back on for this one, a two-minute job 
if I’m slow, and I just remembered I haven’t 
checked the oil for a li� le while. And there’s 
another funny thing. I’ve stopped looking 
for the dip stick, now that my memory has 
logged the fact that the status of the oil 
level is also displayed on the dash as an 
electronic readout! — MICK MATHESON

BMW R1200RT

THE LONG LIST

“The steering wasn’t its usual good self, and even on 
my dirt road the BMW’s staunch precision turned to 
unexpected reluctance.”

o  Distance covered, 444km. Range, nothing! The tank swallowed 23.7L so there was still some petrol left
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So I finally got away for a weekend 
on the bike and appropriately for a 
scrambler, got it fi lthy. It all started 
early one Saturday with about 10km 

of roadworks awash with mud in the pouring 
rain. The seemingly endless potholes splashed 
brown crud all over me and the bike and then I 
got trapped beside a truck spewing an endless 
shower of dirt at me from its brown bow-
wave. Even the inside of my visor got caked. 
A� er a short stop in Penrith, a further hour 

or so to Lithgow over the backside of the Blue 
Mountains was negotiated in a horrible drizzle 
and o� en next to no visibility on roads that felt 
like they were covered in washing-up liquid. 
To complete the illusion they were oozing a 
disturbing white foam which really messed 
with my confi dence. It was pre� y grim. In fact, 
the bike was moving about so much I actually 
stopped to check I didn’t have a fl at tyre.

Even though I wasn’t wearing anything 
more waterproof than an old leather jacket 
and an expensive new pair of riding jeans 
(it was dry when I le�  the house and in a 
rookie mistake I believed what BOM was 
predicting), I stayed remarkably dry although 

I eventually felt that all too familiar ice-like 
grip on my nether regions as the rain fi nally 
found its way through the Kevlar and into 
my pants. Once I reached the fl at again, a few 
hours further north in the sun was blissful 
relief and at least gave me a chance to dry 
out, as well as collect a zillion bugs on the 
headlight and also sadly murder a Lorikeet 
that decided to headbu�  the engine playing 
an alarming game of “swoop the motorbike”. 
The fi nal 12 kays to my destination were down 
a dusty dirt road some way past Mudgee (I 
was cursing myself for not having fi � ed the 
off -road tyres yet) where a few hundred cold 
beers awaited. By the end of it the bike was a 

When somethig this pretty is this 
dirty, you know fun has been had!

MOTO GUZZI 
V7 MKII

“By the end of it the bike was a bloody mess, quite 
literally in fact where the insides of the bird were 
now on the outside of both it and the cylinder-head”
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bloody mess, quite literally in fact where the 
insides of the bird were now on the outside of 
both it and the cylinder-head.

Luckily the new padded seat we fi � ed 
last month meant that at least my backside 
did the journey in style. There’s not much 
wrong with the standard seat on a V7 but the 
alternate “padded double saddle” is defi nitely 
a more comfy perch. There was hardly any 
need for me to wiggle about to redistribute 
my weight over the course of the close to 
400km ride, and all without having to stop for 
fuel: go� a love a 21-litre tank. I must admit 
the V7 got its hardest workout for some time 
on that ride, not only because I was trying to 
keep in the wheel-tracks of a mate on a litre 
adventure bike, but also because the fuelling 
had been sorted on its last visit to our 
benevolent supplier by means of rese� ing the 
TPS, and it was now pulling strongly right 
through the rev range. Not only that, but 
it was the fi rst chance I’d had to really test 
out the improved breathing at the top-end 
through the less restrictive pipe since we’d 
removed the baffl  e. (Earplugs recommended.) 
Despite what I imagined would happen, the 
fuel economy remained at a very satisfactory 
4.8L/100km which is identical to that achieved 
when we tested the Stone some issues back. 
Remarkable really as I was pre� y sure it was 
the hardest I’d ridden either model.

The rack we’d fi � ed was also very handy 
for tying down the bag containing my tent, 
sleeping bag, ma� ress and change of clothes, 
although I had to use the pillion half of the 
seat to get it on there. Provided a pre� y good 
bum-stop, mind you.

While the fuelling was being looked at, the 
satin-fi nish mudguards had also magically 
appeared to match the front and side number 
boards. They really complete the look, 
especially as the rear one is much shorter 
than the original and cleans the back up a 
treat, particularly with the removal of the 
superfl uous parts of the number-plate hanger.

Our time with the V7 is all too rapidly 
drawing to a close and pre� y much the only 
thing le�  to do is put the knobbly tyres on. 
Probably good timing, too, as a� er 5000km 
the rear has certainly started to square-off  a 
li� le bit, although there’s still plenty of life 
le�  in it. The new tyres will certainly make 
a dramatic diff erence to the look of the bike 
and personally I can’t wait.

When we’re all done and dusted we’ll re-
cap all the components we’ve fi � ed, what 
the bike has consumed and how much it all 
costs. That’s a� er I’ve enjoyed it some more 
over the coming weeks.

Finally, I’m happy to report that a couple 
of hours with a sponge and a wheel-brush 
brought the V7 back to its former pristine 
loveliness and even the baked-on bits of Polly 
came off  with no lasting damage … well not 
to the bike at least. 

 — Nigel Crowley

r Fork protectors did a good job keeping muck away from seals

r The rack makes life easier and pipe is very, very loud

r The little Guzzi came up a treat after a tub
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A 10-day tour around Thailand shows you the best of 
its sights and some fantastic riding roads

THAILAND

10 OUT OF TEN
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Think back to when you were much 
younger, maybe ge� ing your fi rst 
bike. What did you dream of doing 
on it? Did it include travelling to 

north Thailand, crossing rickety wooden 
suspension bridges the likes of which are 
only seen in movies, or eating crickets and 
various larvae at a market stall? No? Pity, it’s 
a hell of a ride and unlike any other you’re 
likely to do.

This 10-day tour with Asian Motorcycle 
Adventures was over some of the most 
entertaining, winding, steep and sometimes 
broken-up roads you can fi nd and is no place 
for the inexperienced. While AMA does offer
big bikes mainly for those who want to go
two-up, the bike of choice is the KLX 250 —
nimble, light on the hairpins but still with
plenty of power to deal with the steep roads,
and sure-footed enough for the occasional
rough and loose surfaces. This is seriously
fun riding and really well matched with the
AMA’s choice of the best accommodations
available, and incredibly a�entive and
knowledgeable staff.

Leaving Bangkok and its jaw-dropping
population of more than eight million, we
flew into the city of Chiang Mai, also bustling
but with a population of 400,000. We checked
into the luxurious five-star Rim Resort to
se�le, rest a bit, and meet with the other
riders and tour organiser Reed.

Due to a series of booking events, there
was only one other person on this tour —
Jason, from New York City. Friendly and
outgoing, he has travelled extensively and
was a good riding companion.

The briefing was essential. We were told
that the next day would be an easy ride
to get comfortable with the handling and
capacity of the bikes. We would find out the
next day that the road rules are “flexible”;
there are no posted speed limits and always
assume the vehicle coming the other way
will cut the corner. And as we had already
been advised, it was emphasised again to not
drink anything but bo�led water, and avoid
all fresh vegetables and unpeeled fruit.

DAY 1
We started out on January 21st for a ride that
would finish on the 30th. For Aussies, this
is an optimum time of year. Our summer is
their winter, but it is still so tropical that the

THAILAND

“This is Thailand’s 
premier biking road 
with 1864 curves on this 
stretch alone and I have 
the t-shirt to prove it!”

   A Buddhist funeral

    The Burmese river border
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days can get quite hot. The nights are cool 
and the altitudes we reach were bloody cold 
at night.

The route from Chiang Mai to Nan is 
easy riding once you clear the chaos of the 
city and it was an excellent time to become 
familiar with the handling and braking 
of the KLX 250. I wasn’t expecting a six-
speed transmission but its sixth gear was 
appreciated on the faster, open stretches. 
Even though it was only about a 300km ride, 
it takes about fi ve hours. A word of advice: 
travel lengths and travel times are not the 
same in Thailand. The conditions and roads 
may have you travelling at 20km/h through 

some areas and not ge� ing very far.
There are nice, winding stretches of 

roads, many much steeper than we’re used 
to in Oz. It pays to be aware of slow-moving 
trucks and scooters, some loaded with entire 
families and oversize cargo.

Lunch was next to Kwan Phayao lake and 
a good sample of Thai food was provided 
while the ever-prevalent smoke haze/smog 
created a surreal quality to the temple on an 
island in the lake.

On our way again, we passed a Buddhist 
funeral, with adults and children in robes 
pulling quietly a long rope leading the 
procession. We were invited to a� end as all 

people are accepted in prayer in this culture.
The dominant feature in Nan is Wat 

Phumin (wat means temple), one of the most 
important in Thailand. This is the centre of 
what was once an independent kingdom, 
with its own culture, art and language. While 
all the temples we visited on this tour were 
impressive, many with much gilding and 
showiness, this one probably had the most 
history and an incredible gold statue — not 
to be missed. Many Thai Buddhists fl ock to 
this wat above all others.

We checked into a wonderful boutique 
hotel in the city, had dinner and prepared for
an early start.

r Elephants running wild

r  Beetle Paan being made

r Crickets and larvae. Yum

   Elephants waiting to be ridden
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DAY 2
This was where the real ride began. At 350km,
it was the longest day, taking over seven hours
to complete. “Sinuous” is the best word to
describe the roads, with switchbacks uphill
and down. Again, the KLX 250 is the perfect
bike for these conditions. The Honda 600 Jason
chose looked to be a bit more of a handful on
the super-tight and steep turns.

The views as we climbed were fantastic —
frequent stops were required for photos. While
these conditions didn’t provide a whole lot of
safe pull-overs, there were plenty spots where
we could edge in.

We stopped at a small restaurant for lunch
as we were well and truly out of McDonald’s
territory. This is where our support driver,
Pai, came into his own. Pai does more
than drive a support truck. He is a devout
Buddhist, cultured, with good English and
knowledgeable about the history and details of
the areas we visited.

Despite his obvious wealth of knowledge,
he waited on us and couldn’t do enough for us.
He carried our bags, got us drinks — it was like
having a personal assistant throughout the
trip. We tried to get him to call us by our first
names, but he kept reverting to “sir”.

Aware that westerners sometimes don’t
enjoy the hot and spicy Thai cuisine, he ordered
ourmeals accordingly. But he included some
adventurous bits and one day returned from a
market stall with some fried crickets and larvae.
Edible, but as Crocodile Dundee once said, “Well,
you can live on it, but it tastes like shit.”

We climbed to our mountain-top stay for the
night, Phu Chi Fa, 1500m up. Not surprisingly
this was not five-star accommodation, but the
best to be had. The splendid views from the
roommore than made up for the rock-hard
bed. A couple of folded-up doonas to sleep on
solved the ma�ress issue and we had a good
night’s sleep, knowing the next day would be a
really early start for a sunrise spectacular.

“Wewould find out
the next day that
the road rules are
‘flexible’; there are no
posted speed limits
and always assume
the vehicle coming
the otherwaywill
cut the corner” r The touring team

r Market on the Thai-Burma border

    Golden Buddha

     Riding scooters through the markets!
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ALPS ADRIATIC ADVENTURETHAILAND

    A gorgeous lake temple

    Endless curves in this road
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DAY 3
We were up to see a sunrise the likes of which 
we’ll never see from our home turf. The 
owner of the accommodation drove us a few 
kilometres to the base of a 700m uphill hike to 
the vantage point 1750m high.

Even at this early hour there were li� le 
girls si� ing on nearby rocks, dressed in native 
costume and singing in the hope of securing 
some donations (under the careful watch of 
parents). The number of other sunrise watchers 
was also a surprise.

The sunrise was sublime. From the summit, 
we looked down upon a mist-covered Laos, 
bathed in pinks and orange light. With the 
wow factor satisfi ed, it was back on the bikes 
and headed to what is described as the steepest 
road in Thailand. It proved to be such a hoot 
that we rode back down and did it again.

The road continued to follow the 
mountainous border between Thailand and 
Laos and led us to the heart of the Golden 
Triangle, that joint in the river which divides 
Thailand, Burma and Laos. 

For a point of interest, we stopped at one 
of the numerous temples, this one with caves 
populated with macaque monkeys. They 
were very tame and in constant expectation 
of peanuts and bananas. They didn’t need it, 
judging by their size!

DAY 4
This was a rest day in Mae Sai, the northern-
most point of Thailand, and a good time to 
walk around and sample the real Thailand. 
Even for my fairly basic palate, rice was 
beginning to wear thin. Breakfast, lunch, 
dinner — rice, rice, rice. Always white jasmine. 
Coupled with o� en unidentifi able fried foods. 
Exotic can be cool if you’re a foodie. I was 
already dreaming of beef steaks on the grill 
with roast potatoes and huge tossed salads!

This day allowed us a chance to mingle 
and check out the markets. They were huge. 
Overburdened scooters were carrying goods, 
families and anything else between the stalls.

Later in the morning and leaving the 
bikes behind, Pai escorted us on a walking 
tour across the border into Burma. It is an 
explosion of colour and activity with more 
markets selling everything from live chickens 
to those that weren’t so lucky. A bit of ivory? 
No problem.

Hawkers had their trays suspended from 
their necks carrying everything from cigare� es 
to oddly coloured blue pills purported to be 
Viagra. Judging by the vast numbers of locals, 
they hardly need it. There was very li� le in the 
way of souvenir stalls as there aren’t enough 
Falang (white tourists) to make it worthwhile.

We hopped on a tuk tuk to take us to a 
restaurant for lunch. Pai knew the location 
very well and we were immediately served an 
assortment of fried unidentifiables and drinks, 
without being asked.

r One of many mountain villages

r  Like the rest of Asia, it is scooter central everywhere!

r More great winding roads

ARR123_078-088_Thailand.indd   84 1/29/2016   1:32:59 PM



Ride amazing New Zealand!
Superb all-inclusive guided tours, self guided tours

and latest model rentals. +64 9 473 9404

We are NZs only BMW Motorrad
Certified travel partner.

www.paradisemotorcycletours.co.nz

NZ Government Tourist Board Quality Assured

W
C

Life is a or nothing at all

(formerly Ferris Wheels Safaris)

daring adventure
Shining shangri-la    21 days: Nepal,

India, Bhutan

0 0 2 1 + years

Ride roads less travelled

12
years

www.adriaticmototours.com

Romania to Istanbul Adventure
Romania, Bulgaria, Turkey, Greece JUNE 16 - JULY 1  I  SEPTEMBER 8 - 23

SEE IT FIRST
GET THE LATEST NEWS BEFORE YOUR MATES

VISIT ROADRIDER.COM.AU NOW FOR THE LATEST ROAD BIKE NEWS!

Find the latest news, articles, bike 
reviews, and read about epic journeys 
and travel adventures online on your 

tablet, phone or PC.

085_ARR123.indd   1 29-Jan-16   5:17:53 PM



86 | AUSTRALIAN ROAD RIDER

THAILAND

DAY 5
Unfortunately the next morning I was struck 
down with a rough case of the trots, but 
luckily some Imodium fi xed the problem.

Another amazing day of riding was had, this 
time up into the hills to the former hideout 
of the drug lord, Khun Sa, once the FBI’s most 
wanted man. Despite his fabulous wealth, his 
residence was quite primitive. The roads were 
like riding the tail of a dragon — undulating, 
amazingly steep, with lots of switch-back 
turns. We loved every minute of it.

Truth be told, however, we had seen enough 
temples for at least two lifetimes. I’m not 
sure quite how that works with Buddhist 
philosophy — I guess it depends on how many 
lifetimes you plan for. The upside is that they 
are generally on elevated spots, boasting great 
views of the surrounding countryside.

Lunch was fi nally a European-style 
restaurant! We gorged on a great ham and 
cheese panini, wonderful cheesecake with 
blueberry sauce, and chocolate lava cake and 
ice cream.

This night’s stay was at the impressive 
Maekok River Village Resort, a big place that 
we seemed to have mostly to ourselves. An 
evening boat ride up the river to the Burmese 
border was a great way to end the day. The 
peace was disrupted by fi reworks as one 

of the hill tribes celebrated their new year. 
Diff erent tribes have diff erent new years 
(and we think daylight savings is confusing). 
They had been at it all a� ernoon and 
continued well into the night.

DAY 6
We were again treated to more fantastic 
mountain roads, with many stops along the 
high ridges. Thailand has army camps along 
the way, overlooking the Burmese army 
camps on the opposite mountain ridge.

One camp also supported market stalls. 
I bought a beautiful fabric piece, woven on 
the spot. The stall keeper was a middle-aged 
woman with the wonderful red betel pan 
smile. Local women use these colourful lengths 
as skirts — incongruously o� en worn over 
western track suits. I don’t think it’ll catch on as 
a fashion statement at David Jones.

From here it was on to the absolute luxury 
of the Sib Sam resort and spa. Thank you to 
whichever gods there are for tired motorcyclists.

DAY 7
A� er a somewhat later start, we went for the 
obligatory elephant ride. To anyone with any 
knowledge of animal behaviour, this is tragic. 
These highly intelligent creatures are lined up 
like pack horses to walk a circuit, just in time 

do it again. All day long. Their physical needs
were well taken care of but mentally, some
displayed the repetitive rocking behaviours
indicating they were already going mad.

One optional ride turned out to be a
highlight of the trip — some dirt, following
the river, high up into the hills. This brought
us to a small village on the opposite bank.
To get there, when the river is up, the only
way is via a wooden suspension bridge that
defi nes the term “precarious”.

It was just too good a photo opportunity
to pass up so we didn’t cross over once, but
fi ve times, trying for the perfect shot. You
just don’t want to look down.

 More great winding roads
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DAY 8
Getting to the start of the famous Mai 
Hong Sun Loop was good, but a bit heavy 
with traffic. Remember — there are no road 
rules, no speed limits, passing is to the right, 
the left, or up the middle. On left-hand 
turns, stay very left — someone coming the 
other way will invariably be in your lane.

Before long, the roads start to improve, 
traffic thins away, and there are better 
surfaces but fewer extreme corners. This 
is Thailand’s premier biking road with 1864 
curves on this stretch alone and I have the 
t-shirt to prove it!

Pai was, as always, our lifeline. He 
reached the resort before us and was 
waiting with cool towels and cold beer. 
Not being able to read a Thai menu 
could spell disaster, even for those with 
adventurous tastes, so he ordered food 
and drinks to ensure we didn’t starve to 
death. Again, it was the perfect end to a 
spectacular day’s ride.

DAY 9
On this day we completed the second half 
of the Mai Hong Sun Loop. A stop at a Thai/
Japanese WWII museum showcased the 
years when Japan occupied Thailand. There 
was li� le animosity between them, really; 
the Japanese used Thai labour, but paid 
them for it.

We stopped for the night at the River 
Bend Hotel with nice views down onto the 
river and fi elds beyond. The town’s location 
and many accommodation choices cater for 
trekkers and off -road riders.

DAY 10
The last day of the tour was meant to be a 
fairly short one. However, we couldn’t quite 
get enough of these incredible roads so we 
were taken down some dirt tracks that were 
defi nitely not on the trip’s itinerary.

We rode through the hills, over heavily 
pot-holed roads that might once have been 
paved, to a remote hill village on the banks 
of the Salween River, which forms the 
border between Thailand and Burma.

This was the last taste of the real stuff  
— no Falangs here. There was a bustling 
market on the Thai side and dense forest on 
the Burmese side. There is much commerce 
on the river, with goods being loaded on 
boats bound up-river for villages on the 
Burmese side and Burmese shoppers using 
the market on the Thai side. While there is a 
guard post on the Thai side, there appears to 
be free movement of people and goods. It’s a 
welcome change from the many towns that 
line the main Loop road. Then, it was back 
on the Loop for the fi nal leg of the ride back 
to Chiang Mai.

Northern Thailand is motorcycling 
Nirvana. If Buddha were alive today, he’d be 
there, riding a motorcycle. ARR

THAILAND

r Weaving some magic
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We take part in the BMW GS Safari and discover 
a family feel based around German tech and steel

THE SAFARI LIFE
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BMW GS SAFARI
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BMW GS SAFARI

STORY: DAMIEN ASHENHURST

Twenty-one is a special age. I actually 
have no memory of being 21 (it was 
a big year, a long time ago), but 
recently I helped celebrate the 21st 

birthday of the BMW GS Safari which began 
in 1994 — I’m impressed I could do that math 
given I hit my head a lot.

I’ve been on two Safaris thus far and the 
experience was such that when I was off ered a 
couple of days on the 2015 run, I didn’t hesitate 
to shine my Shoei (that’s not a euphemism) and 
do whatever I had to do to get there.

I was, in fact, on a long ride the two days 
previous to the start of the Safari so I was 
going to get home fi lthy and stinking and 
basically repack a bag and leave again with said 
foul riding gear, complete with caked mud from 
when I went for a horizontal slide on wet red 
clay the day before.

The GS Safari is a well-oiled machine. There 
are in fact three separate Safaris: one that 
caters specifi cally to road riders (TS), one that 
is more hardcore off -road (Enduro) and then 
there’s the GS Safari which sits somewhere 
between. My fi rst GS Safari about 10 years ago 
was my introduction to adventure riding. I 
remember eyeing off  the R1150GS Adventure 
I was going to ride for the fi rst time and 
thinking, “What the hell is that thing and 
can my legs even open that wide?” It was 

r Smiles all round!

r   Bikes assembled at Jenolan ready to take off on an adventure

r   There was a bit of tarmac, but thankfully not much
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r  Riders watch on as the bravest bloke heads into the unknown

“When I was offered a couple of days on the 2015 run I didn’t 
hesitate to shine my Shoei”

r   BMW ambassador Kate Peck

r   The GS is made for this sort of dirt road adventure

r There were plenty of water crossings all week
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r   Spotters are always handy in tricky creek crossings

r   Got to love a bit of mud splash up your back!

like looking at a bumble bee — the package 
just didn’t appear like it should all work. As it 
happened, my mind was suffi  ciently blown in 
quick time as to the bike’s capabilities and in 
fact I own an R1150GS now. 

The ride began at the historical Jenolan Caves 
(NSW) where the 200 riders gathered and shared 
a few pre-ride drinks and dinner the night 
before. Many were meeting up with familiar 
faces while those new to the ride are invariably 
greeted warmly and then peppered with ever so 
slightly embellished stories of Safaris past.

Early the next morning the natural rock 
formations began to rumble with the sound of 
boxer engines fi ring up as the bikes gathered 
in a neat line and then strangely falling silent, 
to be replaced by the sound of sipping coff ee. It 
seems some may have had a few more drinks 
than others over war stories the night before and 
needed a caff eine pick-up before burying their 
head in route sheets and GPS coordinates. I was 
a li� le bemused by it all. Once I’m dressed to ride 
that’s all I want to do so I headed out just behind 
fi lm maker Adam Riemann and got the party 
started. 

BMW GS SAFARI
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r   Dirty knobbies are a sign of fun been hadr   Back up was there when needed

r   Organised chaos

My bike for the ride was new R1200GS 
Adventure with all the bells and whistles which 
is an obscenely easy bike to ride. Climbing 
out from the Jenolan Caves on the amazingly 
twisty but narrow road was made all the more 
fun by the Gear Shi�  Assist Pro, which takes 
the clutch out of the equation for both up and 
down shi� s, but we’ll look a li� le closer at the 
bike elsewhere in this feature.

The fi rst day of riding covered a total of 
278km, which I followed via a route sheet. 
There was a fairly diverse mix of bikes in the 
fi eld which, while dominated by 1200s and 800s, 
also had a few 1150s, a couple of G450Xs, some 
Dakars, Sertaos and even an HP2. Some looked 
like they’d just rolled of the dealer’s fl oor and 
some had obviously done serious miles.

It didn’t take long before we hit the dirt 
which is where I’m far more comfortable and 
day one provided plenty of it. We rode south 
and through the Kanangra-Boyd National 
Park, making our way towards the Blue 
Mountains and the lunch stop of Taralga soon 
a� er. From there we zig-zagged east and made 
our way to the fi nal destination of Mi� agong. 
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I know nothing about Mi� agong except that 
Peter Garre�  used to live there, but by the look 
on the face of our accommodation’s manager, 
they don’t get 200 dirty BMWs ride into town 
too o� en.

Wine, beers and endless chicken parmas 
did the rounds as tired riders recalled some 
of the great trails we covered. The BMW 
support crew went to work as they do each 
night, tirelessly a� ending to any mechanical 
gremlins or tyre issues that may arise (these 
guys really are the silent heroes of the Safari) 
while the rest of us collapsed with full bellies 
and the next day’s route in hand.

In the morning I was introduced to Kate 
Peck, a BMW ambassador whose day job is as 
a presenter on MTV and Network Ten. I rode 
with Kate and BMW’s marketing manager, 
Miles Davis, for the start of the day and can 
confi rm that Kate can ride a 1200 well. We had 
a competition between us to pick the worst 
song to get stuck in your head while riding. 
Kate won with Shania Twain’s “Man! I Feel Like 
a Woman”. It went round and round my head 
all day and I had to buy her a beer for soundly 
losing the bet.

Kate wasn’t the only female rider on the 
Safari and in fact it’s not an unusual sight at 
all to see a member of the fairer sex on a GS 
and mixing it with everyone else. Notably 
on the ride was Amy Harburg, who had not 
long before stood on the podium of the 
International GS Challenge so yeah ... she can 
ride alright.

Day two was slightly longer than the fi rst 
but featured more tar, which doesn’t play to my 
strengths, but when you’re passing through some 
brilliant Aussie scenery who can complain? It 
doesn’t get much be� er on the eye than passing 
down into and through Kangaroo Valley.

The second half of the day was more dirt 
oriented though and a� er the lunch stop at 
Ulladulla things got more interesting, with a long 
stretch of drainage humps one of the highlights.

BMW GS SAFARI

COMPLETE PACKAGE
A few days on the R 1200 GS Adventure
To the uninitiated the GS looks ungainly 
at best. It’s a big, imposing unit that really 
doesn’t appear like it’s built to excel in 
any one area. Its appearance may even 
be intimidating enough to turn the 
prospective rider away. But what those 
who have saddled-up are well aware of is 
that it’s a beautifully balanced bike that 
not only eats up the road in large gulps at 
a time, but is almost confoundingly easy to 
ride in the dirt as well.

The R1200GS Adventure is the top-dog in 
the GS family tree. Completely ki� ed out 
it’s an adventure weapon with a range of 
about 600km at a tank to play with.

As I come from the dirt side of the riding 
world, I’m not as familiar with electronic 
aids as the seasoned road rider. We still 
think EFI is pre� y neat and traction 
control is all handled by your right hand 
on a YZ250.

The BMW off ers a huge range of ride 
variables through its electronics and while 
I’m naturally sceptical of much of it, I ended 
up actively using pre� y much all of it.

The ESA (electronic suspension 
adjustment) allowed me to have the feel I 
wanted as I crossed from road to dirt and 
back time and again, as did the diff ering 
ignition modes which I swapped from 
Road to Enduro and changed the ABS 
characteristics to suit. While we’re on ABS, 

I generally want it off  on any bike I ride in 
the dirt but in Enduro mode I’m happy to 
run the Beemer’s ABS because it’s just the 
best I’ve ever used and still allows me to 
lock the rear wheel. This side of the bike is 
a full feature in itself.

The front-end feel on a bike this size and 
weight is the point where most riders will 
get their confi dence boosted or destroyed. 
If the front feels at any point like it’s doing 
something funky, then most blokes will 
walk away and that just doesn’t happen on 
the GS. It’s planted solidly on- and off -road 
in a way Yamaha’s Ténéré can’t match. 

The balance of the bike is all-important 
too. Standing up and taking on all manner 
of off -road situations is no problem and 
in fact that is the best way to do it. It’s 
not the bike for folks that drop their feet 
and waddle because you’ll destroy your 
shins in the process, but stand up and take 
advantage of the exquisite thro� le control 
and mountain of torque to pick your way 
up, down or through whatever you aim it at.

In the purest sense, I prefer the F800GS 
off -road. It feels like a dirtbike to me 
and it’s quite nimble. But as an all-round 
adventure bike the 1200 is tough to argue 
against. The air intake has been moved 
higher so creek crossings can be pushed 
harder and deeper, the CAN-bus computer 
system has proven to be reliable and the 
bike is damn comfortable, which is a big 
factor on a fi ve-day ride.
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r There's a lot of happy faces there! r Thumbs up!

rDick Lodge arrives from Geelong

r Into the hills

It was a bi� er-sweet day knowing that my 
time was up and I was to hand the bike over 
to another journo who would take on the next 
leg, so I really did savour all I could. 

The end for me came at the coastal town 
of Batemans Bay, 293km from the morning’s 
beginnings. The weather had go� en intensely 
hot during the day and there were some pre� y 
dusty sections so there were some pre� y 
buggered riders pulling up. It was obvious we 
had beaten the impending storms, though, and 
given the area has more than its fair share of 
red clay, everyone was happy to have avoided 
riding on what would basically become wet 
soap when the rains came.

And the rains did come the next day. And 
the clay did what clay does to the extent 
that the day was cut short. I was well on my 
way home at that point but I can’t say that 
I’m disappointed, because slipping sideways 
on a big GS ain’t my idea of fun. The ride 
resumed the next day and the group headed 
to the end point at Bairnsdale in Victoria, at 
which point another great GS Safari came to 
a close.

The GS Safari is more than a ride and I'll 
capitulate to this cliché: it’s like a family, or 
perhaps a big club. The feeling of camaraderie 
is hard for me to understate and it’s further 
bolstered by the opportunity to take on rider 
training as part of the Safari, so by the end of 
the week a lot of the riders are more skilled 
than when they started and as a result they’re 
enjoying the riding and their bikes even more. 

There’s li� le in the way of a competitive 
feeling, snobbery or machismo but a real 
appreciation of the adventure and, of course, 
love for the GS. 

It’s also a brilliant outlet for busy blokes 
to take a full week out of a year to appreciate 
their bike in a supported environment, with 
like-minded people and within the structure 
of a real ride that off ers challenges and 
rewards alike.

The third Safari I’ve visited is as good as
I remember it being and I hope I ride another 
sometime soon. As I said at the beginning, I
own an R 1150 GS and it’s worth noting here
that I bought it a week a� er I returned from
the Safari. It gets in your blood. ARR

BMW GS SAFARI

“There’s little in the way of a 
competitive feeling, snobbery 
or machismo but a real 
appreciation of the adventure”
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BRISBANE TO BATHURST

Breaking into touring with a 2000km loop and the 
Bathurst 1000 in the middle of it

Bathurst 
OR BUST
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STORYANDPHOTOGRAPHY:
MARKHINCHLIFFE

The Bathurst 1000 has been on
my bucket list for a long time, so
when my youngest daughter’s
partner, Mitch, asked me to ride

down, I didn’t hesitate for long. Despite
being a motoring journalist for more than 15
years and ghost writing weekly newspaper
columns for V8 Supercars superstars Craig
Lowndes and Jamie Whincup, I hadn’t been
to the Great Race. It was a glaring omission
in my curriculum vitae.

Quite frankly, I’d rather stay home and see 
the whole of the track than sit at the track 
and see a small portion of the race. However, 
having been to other great motorsport events 
such as MotoGP, world Superbikes and F1, I was 
relishing the atmosphere of such a high-octane, 
high-adrenaline event. A� er all, petrol heads are 
petrol heads and we love the smell of rubber 
and spent fuel, no ma�er where it comes from.

So that was it. Challenge accepted. Besides, 
Mitch has had his full licence for six months 
now and it was time for his fi rst long-
distance ride. And it would be an epic one, 

too. Not only was it a 1000km race we were 
a� ending, we also faced a 1000km ride down 
in a day and a 1000km ride home in a day. 
That’s quite an eff ort for anyone, let alone a 
novice rider.

Mitch usually rides my 2010 Triumph 
Bonneville, so he’s quite used to its foibles. 
All he needed to be comfortable on this 
long trip was an Airhawk seat and the 
quick-release factory windscreen with an 
a� ermarket extender a� ached to cater for 
his 190cm height. Still, he wasn’t going to 
be as comfortable as me on a 2016 Harley-
Davidson Road Glide Special with GPS, 
cruise control, footboards, deep saddle and 
mini-ape hangers.

It was also going to be a trip of weather 
extremes. Brisbane’s spring temperatures had a 
summer sting when we le�  and there were high 
winds and plenty of grassfi re smoke in the air. 
Googling the weather along the way showed the 
possibility of storms and temperatures as low as 
6°C in Bathurst and as high as 32°C in Tamworth. 
So we packed our thermals, fl ow-through 
jackets, wet gear and extra gloves. Together with 
clothes for the fi ve-day trip, toiletries, toolkit 
and fi rst-aid kit we decided to throw an extra 
bag on the Bonne, a� ached to the sissy bar. 
Besides, it would give Mitch something to lean 
against on the long stretches.

   Wattle Flat servo 
where fuel is more 
expensive than anywhere 
else in the country on a 
Bathurst weekend

   Mitch and Mark 
ready for take off
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BRISBANE TO BATHURST

We departed early under a sepia-coloured
sky swirling with the smoke of grassfires,
heading south-west towards Cunninghams
Gap and down across the Southern Downs

into the Granite Belt. Here it was dry and
surprisingly cold. It was also rather boring. The
Cunningham and New England highways are
pre�y straight and ho-hum to me, but Mitch
was enjoying his first long jaunt. It warms your
heart to see a young lad enjoying his riding.
Somehow his enthusiasm for the ride was
infectious and I started to see the highway
through the eyes of a novice, rather than a
gnarly old rider.

The New England isn’t the most challenging
road, but it has some spectacular scenery —
rolling pale-green hills do�ed with spring
wildflowers, the occasional granite boulder
balancing on a rocky outcrop, and a quilted
landscape of patchwork fields. There’s also the
smell of freshly cut hay, wildflower fragrances
and the occasional rank roadkill to assault
your senses. The highway even has the odd
interesting stretch as you gradually step
up into higher and higher plateaux. Rather

than going up and over hills, you step up to 
a plateau, then about a half hour later you 
take another step, then another and another, 
ge� ing cooler and cooler. Each step up also 
consists of high-speed sweepers so you can 
shi�  your weight around in the seat and give 
your numb bum a break.

On the other side of Armidale, you 
start stepping down in altitude and up in 
temperature to Tamworth and its wide, open 
plains, where good spring rains  have turned 
this fl axen scene into a vibrant green and 
pleasant land. The wind-tunnel-tested Harley-
Davidson Road Glide Special is rock steady 
at high speeds on the highway, even around 
trucks. With the cruise control on and my 
aerodynamic ride supplying a comfortable 
buff et-free bubble, I feel I could have easily just 
leant back and dozed off .

So now it was time to get off  the highways 
and take the back roads across to Mudgee. 
We headed fi rst for Werris Creek, with the 
road weaving an interesting plait with the 
railway line and local creeks through some 
quaint li� le towns. We turned right just 
before entering Werris Creek and shortly 
a� er we emptied out onto the fl at and empty 
plains heading toward Coonabarabran.

Surprisingly, the Harley satnav took us on 
a southern detour that turns into a dirt road 
for at least 20km. We turned back as Mitch 
wasn’t used to riding gravel and I wasn’t 
keen on handing back a gravel-rashed Road 
Glide. Pre� y soon we were on the Black 
Stump Way heading south, bumping and 
jumping out of our saddles on the lumpy tar 
through Coolah toward Mudgee.

When we arrived in the wine district 
about 5pm, I was ready to call it quits and 
hit a pub for the night, but Mitch saw a sign 
saying 130km to Bathurst. “It’s only another 
hour,” he protested. I’m not sure how he 
worked that out, but I could see he was 
keen to keep going and against my be� er 
judgment I agreed. We fuelled up and I 
asked the woman at the counter about roos. 
She told me they’re thick here at dusk, but 
not as thick as the cops looking for hoons 
heading to Bathurst for the Great Race.

So slowly and carefully we picked our 
way south past the spectacular scenery of 
Lake Windamere. Not that I was looking at 
the scenery. My eyes were as big as saucer 
plates as I scanned the roadside for any 
telltale fauna activity. At Ilford we stopped 
to pull on thermal liners and warmer gloves 
as the sun set behind the Razorback Hills 
where we were headed. The Goulburn-Ilford 
Road past Sofala to Bathurst is a scenic and 
challenging route that I’ve taken on several 
occasions and thoroughly enjoyed, but today 
I was quaking in my Stylmartin boots. Mitch 
hadn’t had a run-in yet with a roo, so I gave 
him a quick tip: stay close enough to share 
my lights, but far enough away and to the 
side so you don’t hit me if I suddenly brake.

“Mitch has had his full licence for six months now and it was 
time for his first long-distance ride. And it would be an epic one, 
too. Not only was it a 1000km race we were attending, we also 
faced a 1000km ride down in a day and a 1000km ride home in a 
day. That’s quite an effort for anyone, let alone a novice rider”

 Bathurst HOG 
Chapter riders
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BRISBANE TO BATHURST

He’s a good listener and he sat a
comfortable distance behind the Harley’s
bright, bright daylight-like Daymaker
headlights on high beam. I also turned the
sound system up to ear-bleeding levels as
a further warning to roos to stay away. It
seemed to be working and I se�led into a
rocking rhythm, enjoying the views west over
the rolling ranges as the dimming blood-red
sun le� behind a bruised-purple sky.

Suddenly my lights illuminated a giant
flesh-eating mega-roo that bounced directly
across my path! Thankfully the Harley’s
brawny brakes and ABS brought me to a
shuddering sudden stop and Mitch pulled
up alongside on my non-ABS Bonnie. Ok,
the roo was probably only about 120cm tall,
but it frightened the remaining wisps of
daylight out of me. We pulled over to the
side of the road, took a breath and a photo,
then continued on at a more sedate pace.
Two hours a�er leaving Mudgee, we dribbled
into Bathurst, gave ourselves a high five and
bed down for a well-earned rest.

The Bathurst 1000 race turned out to be a
rather predictable bore, withmost of the passing
done in the pits. The only bright spot was class-
clownDavid Reynolds controversially referring
to the wildcard all-female entry as a “pussy
wagon”. However, the atmosphere of the event
was addictive and there were plenty of riders
among the 200,000 who poured through the
gates over the weekend— the second largest
crowd they’ve ever had. One guy toldme he rides
about 1200km fromAdelaide every year and does
it in one day on his Ducati Hypermotard.

It’s a good idea to ride to the event, too, as
the VIP park is open tomotorcycles so you can
conveniently park right outside themain gates.
I spiedmotorcycle number plates in the car
park from right around the country, including
Western Australia. Harley-Davidsonwas the only
motorcycle manufacturer to have a display here
and every time I wandered in they were besieged
by riders and non-riders wanting to drool over
the chromed big twins.

Harley-Davidson Australia spokesman
David Turney says it’s been five years since
they have been to the Great Race and they

have long been aware of motorcyclists’
enthusiasm for V8 Supercars.

“There’s a lot of synergy between lovers of
motorsport and Harley-Davidson,” he says. “H-D
fans young and old aremostly petrol heads at
heart withmuscle and fire in whatmoves us, and
love a good hot rod just like fans of V8 Supercars.
It’s good to tap into these cultural icons of
Australianmotorsport and show the community
that we’re all thinking as one.”

Apart from its 2016 range, Harley also featured
Pepper, its salt flats racer, as well as three Jump
Start machines where non-riders can let the
clutch out on a Harley in safety. Stunt riderMa�
Mingay was also there with his HotWheels
Sportster, but for some reason he wasn’t allowed
to ride it on the track. However, the HotWheels
pick-up stunt truck got plenty of on-track
burnout action over the weekend.

Sexy grid girls, vendors with extortionate
alcohol and food prices, and bogans with Holden
and Ford flags all made this a fully fuelled festival
to satisfy any petrol head. Still, you couldn’t
help but think howmuch be�er it would have
been if they were still racingmotorcycles on the
iconic mountain track. That finished in the early
’90s and since then the touring cars and now V8

“OntheothersideofArmidale,youstartsteppingdownin
altitudeandupintemperaturetoTamworthanditswide,open
plainswheregoodspringrainshaveturnedthisflaxenscene
intoavibrantgreenandpleasantland”

rThe mighty mountain

 Look out for 
the highway 

patrol on a VMax!

 Kee shows Linda to 
the jump start

 Some of the goodies 
at the museum
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BRISBANE TO BATHURST

Supercars have modifi ed the circuit to a stage 
where there could never be safe motorcycle 
racing here again.

However, the local council is confi dent it 
can get enough state and federal funding and 
private interest to create a world-class MotoGP 
and World Superbikes track to the east of the 
existing track in the camping ground and old 
drive-in area. Commi� ee member Rob “Stumpy” 
Taylor told me he is confi dent they will turn the 
fi rst sod within a year. He also told me that Kevin 
Schwantz and Freddie Spencer will visit the 
proposed 6km track site a� er the Barry Sheene 
Festival of Speed at Phillip Island in March.

Being a motorcycle fanatic, I was sniffi  ng out 
any reference to motorcycles I could fi nd. I saw 
several race bikes on display in the temporary 
museum, including Gregg Hansford’s 1975 KR750. 
I even found a highway pursuit Yamaha V-Max 
in the police stand! There is a defi nite connection 
between V8 Supercars and motorcycles and 
many of the V8 Superstars are riders. Plenty 
of motorcycle t-shirts stood out in the sea of 
Holden and Ford regalia and I saw plenty of 
riders walking around in their leathers and 
riding gear with their helmets tucked under 
their arms. I also noted that the circuit still 
features Forrest’s Elbow, which was named a� er 
motorcycle racer Jack Forrest, who scraped his 
elbow away a� er laying down his bike on the 
corner. He’d scrape more than his elbow in the 

heavily concreted canyon now!
At the end of the weekend, veteran racer 

Craig Lowndes stood atop his Bombadore, 
victorious a� er 161 laps of here-we-go-again 
racing. As I watched him shower the crowd 
with champagne, I was reminded that he’s a 
particularly keen rider, having a track bike, 
cruiser and several dirt bikes. He even rode to 
the Darwin round this year on one of Daryl 
Bea� ie’s Outback Adventure tours across the 
Simpson Desert, taking in the Finke Desert 
Race on the way.

The next day we began our epic ride home 
at 7am in six degrees with all our thermals 
on. We revisited Goulburn-Ilford Road a li� le 
less nervous about roos this time as there 
was plenty of traffi  c to shoo them away. At 
Wa� le Flat General Store we saw a sign saying 
“last fuel for 90km”, so we fi lled up at the 
extortionate price of $1.75 a litre. It turns out we 
could have got it for $1.30 at Kandos, less than 
60km away! I suppose the store owner only 
has once chance a year to make some dough, so 
good luck to him.

We were still keeping a wary eye out for 
roos, but took a quick detour through Sofala 
so Mitch could check out the quaint historic 
buildings of the historic gold-mining town. 
North of Ilford we took the Bylong Valley 
Way through Kandos and Rylstone, heading 
for northern Wollemi National Park. There 

were scores of bikes heading each way along 
this road. Some were going home a� er the 
Bathurst 1000, some were riding south for the 
MotoGP the next weekend, while others were 
just out enjoying the spectacular scenery and 
challenging motorcycle road.

It was a real treat for Mitch, but a� er a couple 
of hours of fun it was time to shed the thermals 
and se� le into the soporifi c heat and beat of the 
highway humdrum north of Muswellbrook. The 
scenery is spectacular here as the valley closes 
in and you start to step up once again on the 
plateaux to Tamworth and points north. The 
heat increased at Tamworth and then waned 
as we continued climbing up to Armidale and 
Guyra. Some light rain near Warwick and a host 
of cops on the watch for MotoGP travellers were 
all that tried to spoil our intrepid ride home. In 
all, 2000km down and back.

It took 12½ hours to get down to Bathurst 
and, despite being about 50km longer on the 
return journey, we did it in 12 hours fl at.

I stepped off  the Road Glide and pa� ed the 
seat, feeling a certain amount of aff ection for 
the machine that so comfortably delivered 
me home — although I was ready for a cold 
refreshment and a hot shower to soothe my 
aching old bones. Meanwhile, Mitch was still 
grinning from ear to ear and looking fresh. 
Don’t we all wish we were just starting our 
riding careers like him! ARR

  Simona de Silvestro signs Mitch’s 
lid under Mark’s watchful eye …
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horizons
Horizons Unlimited has established itself
as the “how to” source for adventurous riders. 
We joined one of their Travellers Meetings to 
find more hints for future trips

Chasing



COMMUNITY
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STORY AND PHOTOS: TREVOR GIBSON

Regardless of the destination for 
your next adventure ride, either 
in Australia or overseas, it is most 
likely you will fi nd a Horizons 

Unlimited member who has been there or 
knows someone who has. HU members 
are an interesting and diverse group of 
adventure motorbike riders who meet to 
share knowledge, ideas and stories ranging 
from basic motorcycle maintenance to the 
perils of sleeping rough in Afghanistan. 
Recently about 180 riders gathered on the 
outskirts of Boonah in Queensland for 
one of several Travellers Meetings held in 
Australia during 2015.

Having been to an HU travellers meeting 
before, I am continually impressed with the 
diversity of people and machines that turn 
up to these events. The Horizons Unlimited 
concept was established by Grant and Susan 
Johnston, two Canadians who took off  on a 
three-year round-the-world bike trip in 1987. 
Eleven years later they were still on the road 
and had started the HU website. The concept 
was simple: to inspire and inform bike 
riders to take that bike trip they had always 
dreamed about. And from those initial 
aspirations, and in addition to the website 
and forum discussions, HU now organises up 
to 20 Travellers Meetings annually at various 
locations around the world.

The Boonah meeting was one of three 
held in Australia in 2015 and was a great 
example of the diversifi cation of riders, trips, 
bikes and educational information to be 
found at these meetings. Everything from a 
postie bike to Harleys, Royal Enfi elds and the 
latest BMWs, Guzzis and KTMs were there, 
with their respective owners only too keen 
to discuss the merits or otherwise of their 
chosen machine. These riders all had one 
thing in common — they had completed or r Grant Johnston discussing bike ergonomics

r A well-travelled Harley

were about to undertake a major road trip.
It was a rewarding couple of days to 

sit back and listen to some great biking 
adventure stories. The motivations for or 
reasons behind these adventures varied 
greatly. For some it was a personal challenge 
or to raise money for charity, or to travel to 
a new and distant destination, but in many 
cases it was for the pure and simple pleasure 
of motorbike riding. All these various 
alternatives were presented, discussed and 
provided a unique insight to each rider’s 
experience of adventure travel. 

Three concurrent sessions were conducted 
over the main presentation days on the 
Friday and Saturday whereas Thursday and 
the Sunday were the arrival and departure 
days so featured limited presentations and 
more of a social infl uence. Most sessions fell 
into two main categories: “rides I have done” 
and “how to” type sessions.
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“The motivations for or reasons behind these 
adventures varied greatly. For some it was a 
personal challenge or to raise money for charity, 
or to travel to a new and distant destination, but in 
many cases it was for the pure and simple pleasure 
of motorbike riding”

r Bike line-up

WISDOM OF THE 
ORIGINALS
As the initial drivers behind the Horizons 
Unlimited concept, Grant and Susan 
Johnston were a wealth of knowledge 
across a variety of topics and presented 
seven sessions over the four-day event, 
including lessons learnt from their early 
travels, tips on overseas travel today, 
sorting out a bike’s Carnet De Passage and 
how to take that perfect photograph by 
doing some simple things like decluttering 
your shots and isolating your main subject. 
It was easy to get inspired when listening 
to Grant and Susan chat about their 
adventures. Grant talked about motivating 
individuals to act on their dreams, and 
not miss out on a great adventure due 
to procrastination. He detailed the top 
three things that he emphasises to novice 
adventurers.
1. Get the training and develop the 

skills you need to ride your bike in all 
conditions and be prepared for the 
unexpected. While this sounds obvious, 
there is a big difference from a Sunday 
ride to the coffee shop and handling 
mudslides in Bolivia, so get to know 
your bike and your actual skill level, 
particularly when you are under pressure.

2. Enjoy the ride, do easy mileage and 
take in the environment as you travel.

3. Get comfortable on your bike, ensure it is 
set up appropriately for you and accept 
that you will have good, challenging and 
bad days during your adventure. Make 
sure you have appropriate insurance to 
cover the bad days.
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Peter and Kay Forwood spent 15 years 
travelling around the world on their Harley-
Davidson riding in all 194 internationally 
recognised countries in the world, from 
Afghanistan to Zambia and a few other places 
between. I do not believe there is too much 
about the logistics of international motorbike 
travel that they do not know about and they 
were happy to share that experience at their 
presentation and a� erwards with anyone who 

cared to ask them a travel question or two.
On the other end of the adventure 

travellers scale there was Jacqui Kennedy, 
AKA “Scooter Girl”. Here was someone who 
wanted to travel, albeit in the slow lane, so 
she bought a second-hand postie bike, a 
110cc Honda CT110 and spent several months 
in Europe and the last few years travelling 
solo and without sponsorship around 
Australia taking photos and enjoying life on 

the road. Jacqui mentioned she had a bit of 
a so�  spot for North Queensland including 
the Great Barrier Reef and Kuranda, as well 
as Monkey Mia in Western Australia, so it 
may be worth considering those locations on 
your “to do” future bike rides list.

Another good feature of the HU event was 
that most of the speakers stayed for at least 
two or more days so the aspiring adventure 
rider had plenty of time to ask questions 

r Scooter girl Jacqui Kennedy
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and get advice from these experienced
travellers throughout the event. One of the
fundamental concepts of HU is to encourage
riders to follow their dreams and actually
take that iconic ride of a lifetime and by
having presenters such as ScooterGal talk
about her adventures, overcoming obstacles,
facing the challenges that inevitably occur
on the road and having fun along the way,
there was inspiration enough for me to get
my act together and start planning my next
road trip.

So from someone biking along at a
leisurely pace on a scooter, Tex O’Grady then
talked about how back in 1978 he set the
Round Australia Endurance Record covering
15,500km in just under nine days. Currently
Tex and his bike-friendly dog Bundy ride
about 80,000km a year on his Moto Guzzi
Stelvio NTX raising significant funds for

various charities. Several of the presenters
talked about rides that focused not only
on adventure, but raised funds for worthy
causes as well. Jonathan Gibson talked
about his recent ride on a 1969 Royal Enfield
from Sydney to London covering over
27,000km and 18 countries and raising funds
for Beyond Blue.

All riders presenting gave insights on
how, when and where they had travelled,
including tips on everything from social
media to border crossings and bike
maintenance, so it was just a ma�er of
finding the topics of interest to you and
taking in as much information as you could.

While there were many and varied “rides
I have done” sessions, there were also plenty
of “how to” sessions which covered practical
topics such as trip planning, se�ing up your
bike ergonomically and overcoming fatigue.

Where to next?r

7 TOP TIPS
Excellent advice from some of the most 
experienced adventure motorbike riders 
in the world.

1. Have a general travel plan, but go with 
the fl ow and take the opportunity to 
explore new places. Find the roads 
that make you feel good and ride 
those. Resources like motortourer.com, 
Google and the Hubb can help you 
with route planning.

2. Have a good understanding of basic 
repairs for your bike and carry a few 
essentials like a clutch cable, clutch/
brake levers, steel poxy/cold weld and 
zip ties.

3. Travel light. You need fewer things on 
your adventure than you think you do. 
I know you have heard this before, but 
trust the experts, you really do need less 
than what you think. But take that one 
special luxury item to indulge yourself.

4. Have a backup support network, 
not just for emergencies but also 
to “google” road conditions, fi nd 
accommodation or transfer funds as 
you may not have phone or internet 
access all the time. 

5. You can take any bike around the world. 
When it’s raining, you haven’t slept 
and you’ve just pulled on wet boots, 
take the bike that you’re happy to jump 
on and ride. This may be a GS, DR650, 
Postie or a vintage Enfi eld. You don’t 
need to spend a lot of money to have an 
adventure. Ride what makes you happy.

6. Be tolerant of the locals and their 
customs. People are inherently good, if 
a little different sometimes. Scepticism 
is met with scepticism, honesty with 
honesty … usually.

7. When you are on the road, keep a 
record of where, when and what the 
local environment was like and take 
plenty of photos. It is handy to have an 
accurate record of your trip and it may 
assist as a valuable reference for you 
and other travellers in the future.

“All riders presenting gave insights on how, 
when and where they had travelled, including 
tips on everything from social media to border 
crossings and bike maintenance, so it was just 
a matter of finding the topics of interest to you 
and taking in as much information as you could”
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Apparently energy drinks aren’t always 
the answer for fatigue and while they may 
provide a short-term energy boost, it can be 
quickly followed by a low as well. So the moral 
of the story is when you are tired, just stop. 

Navigational options for overland travellers 
were discussed and the SPOT Gen3 personal 
GPS tracker got a mention for those riders 
who were really going bush and wanted to 
let someone know their exact location or if 
assistance is required. Dealing with electrical 
issues, and how to change, patch and plug 
tyres were all covered in detail with several 
riders discussing the virtue of packing a 
small electric air compressor to get you going 
again once you have completed your tyre 
repair. There was also a handy session on 

biker fi rst aid by paramedic and bike rider 
Georgia Melville, which once again sparked 
the fervent debate among riders regarding the 
safety advantages of a full-face helmet verses 
the freedom and enjoyment of an open-face 
helmet. It was suggested that one way to 
choose was to consider just how much you 
liked your face in its current arrangement.

The entire HU event was about sharing 
information from experienced travellers, 
most of whom were mature riders prepared 
to answer questions and take the time to help 
fellow travellers make that next trip just that 
bit more enjoyable for you. The sessions on 
mechanical, electrical and logistical issues and 
how to avoid them would be of benefi t to most 
riders contemplating a long-distance trip to 

far-away locations. The meeting was also a 
long way from a rowdy biker party, with the 
entertainment on the Saturday night being 
a trivia quiz on bike-related travel. Casual, 
relaxed and informative was the vibe of the 
Boonah event.

So should you be seriously thinking about 
a long-distance bike ride, either in Australia 
or overseas, as part of your preparations, 
spending a couple of days at an HU Travellers 
Meeting may be well worthwhile. When 
cha� ing to other bike riders who have years 
of adventure travel experience, you may 
just pick up that one piece of vital travel 
information or that quick fi x for a breakdown 
when you fi nd yourself off  the beaten track 
far, far away from home. ARR

WANT MORE?
For more information on Horizons 
Unlimited and upcoming events, check 
out http://www.horizonsunlimited.com
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WINNER:
BEST STORY
THE YEAR I SPENT IN
GUNNEDAH ONE WEEK

STORY: DAVID BONE
Einstein said at different places in the known
universe time moves on a different scale. There is
no need to study the laws of physics, nor possess
the intellect of a great mind, to prove this theory.
Anyone who spent time in Gunnedah during the
1980s will know there are only two distinct time
zones, Gunnedah time and everywhere else.

Back in the day a well-known loophole in
the NSW traffic regulations meant anyone
unfortunate enough to clock up too many
demerit points on their car licence could still
apply for a rider learner’s permit.

While my initial aim in fully exploiting
this technicality was maintaining a means to
visit girls (surely the highest aspiration held
by teenagers both then and now), I was both
surprised and delighted to discover just how
much I loved riding my Suzuki GSX 250.

Red with a�ermarket clip-ons, a seat harder
than a bank manager’s smile and frugal fuel
consumption, my old GSX was perfect for
both late-night assignations across town and
adventure-filled country adventures.

So during brief intervals between romances,
that faithful bike was pressed into long-distance
service happily touring the countryside at a
modest 90km/h, even occasionally reaching a
heart-quickening 100km/h (now the reason I lost
my car licence begins to make sense).

My standard riding garb was a one-piece,
black-leather riding suit and all I needed for après
riding in my throw-over saddle bags was a pair
of shorts, a couple of t-shirts and some thongs.
Thus prepared for adventure one Boxing Day I
mounted my steed and headed west from the
NSW Central Coast and within a day and a bit I
was nearing Gunnedah when the tacho began
to falter, dropping from my preferred position
without reference to my increasingly desperate
thro�le twists.

Eventually the power dropped away
completely and I could do li�le more than grab
the clutch and feather the beast to the highway’s
edge. My faithful bike was deader than Tony
Abbo�’s political career. Eventually I flagged
down a highway patrol cop (yes, the irony of me
stopping them for a change wasn’t lost on me)
and while he made no a�empt to examine the
potential problem, he did say he would get the
Gunnedah mechanic to fetch me with his trailer.

Thinking of course that the recovery
effort would be mustered with all dispatch, I
thought I may as well wait in my leather gear
so as soon as Mr Mechanic had worked his
roadside wonders I would be off. And I waited,
in summer, and I waited, in the blazing hot
country NSW sun and I waited in my unvented,
one-piece black-leather suit. With the
impatience of teenhood the thought occurred
to me that this might well be the longest wait
ever. As events would soon reveal, this torture
test of time was just the beginning.

Eventually the mechanic arrived — well, it
was his son actually — who offered no roadside
solution and simply loaded the bike into the
trailer and we all headed back to Gunnedah. By
now the sun was se�ing and the garage was
closing, so it was time to find the cheapest room
I could find. In this case the Gunnedah Royal
Hotel, no air-conditioning, fan extra.

Day two in Gunnedah, my youthful
optimism of an instant repair came to a halt
faster than a broken GSX 250 on the Oxley
Highway with the magic words, “The alternator
has died, the parts will have to come from
Sydney, if you are lucky you might be back on
the road by the new year, maybe. Welcome to
Gunnedah son.”

For the next week I wandered the streets
of that tiny inland town, wearing my one pair
of shorts and rotating my t-shirts, aimlessly
roaming through time as I waited, and waited,
and waited some more.

Like a prisoner serving a life stretch, I resisted
every temptation to mark the passage of time,
not glancing at the pub bar clock, avoiding eye
contact with the town hall clock and never, ever
gazing into the jeweller’s window.

A�er five years, or it might have been five
days, the parts arrived and eventually I was
back on the road, straight home, with only
stops to refuel and check I was still heading
away from Gunnedah.

Last year I was driving through the NSW
north-west and my car started to make an
ominous ra�ling sound approaching Gunnedah.
As I ra�led and rolled down that old familiar
main street, I could see from the bonnet steam
and ejecting oil things weren’t looking good. Of
all the possible options, only one made sense, so
I changed down, turned on the wipers and kept
going to Tamworth.

TW STEEL TW926
Our winners have each been sent their prize, 
a TW Steel watch worth $499! The watches 
are part of the TW Steel’s Yamaha Factory 
Racing series — the TW926 model featuring 
an impressive 45mm face. The TW926 
has Chronograph Big Caliber Miyota 6S20 
movement, a brushed-steel case with PVD 
yellow gold-plated pushers, black carbon-fi bre 
dial with white indexes, hardened mineral 
crystal, blue silicon strap with raised white 
Yamaha Factory Racing logo double-injected, 
and it’s water resistant to fi ve atmospheres. 
Good stuff, in other words.
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Judging this competition was a lot of fun! You submi� ed some excellent stories and photos, 
and whi� ling them down to just two winners was very diffi  cult. But time ran out and we 
had to make a decision. Congratulations to David Bone and David Francis, who are by now 
sporting their TW Steel watches with no excuse for running late. 

HERE ARE THE WINNERS OF OUR
TW STEEL WATCH GIVEAWAY

“Like a prisoner serving 
a life stretch, I resisted 
every temptation to mark 
the passage of time, not 
glancing at the pub bar 
clock, avoiding eye contact 
with the town hall clock 
and never, ever gazing into 
the jeweller’s window”
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HIGHLY 
COMMENDED
ETERNAL

STORY: BRAD DOWNS
Greg had been on this planet only fi ve years 
when we met. He looks out, jug-eared, from the 
old black-and-white school photo with a wry 
grin. He appears to be saying, “Watch out, you 
bastards, just you wait …”

He kept his head down through our 10 
years of school, neither a trouble-maker nor 
a goody-goody. But there was always a sense 
of something, not dark but more … unknown, 
lurking just beneath his clean-cut exterior.

Out of high school at the end of fourth 
form like the rest of our mob, he found work 
as a bank teller while us other blokes landed 
apprenticeships in manufacturing (this was 
back when Australia made stuff ), carpentry, 
spray painting and other more manly pursuits. 
Greg had become a white collar worker and 
faded from the scene. For a while.

Together with a few mates it wasn’t long 
before our paddock bashers became registered 
dirt bikes and we were riding all over Sydney at 
all hours of the day and night, tearing up bush 
tracks and bitumen alike.

Then one day an almighty roar signalled the 
arrival out the front of my house of a Honda 
CB350/4 with the muffl  ers hacked off  and chain 
stuff ed up the header pipes. Astride the snarling 
beast sat a denim-and-leather-clad fi gure wearing 
motocross boots and a full-faced helmet. All in 
total contrast to my get-up way back then — red 
Honda jacket, overalls, desert boots and open-
faced helmet (resplendent with de rigueur peak 
of course) all for terrorising the unsuspecting 
public on my bog stock 125 road/trials bike.

Slowly the smoke-tinted visor rose to reveal 
two blood-shot slits that were obviously passing 
as someone’s eyes. “G’day,” growled a voice from 
both the past and from within the Bell stack hat. 
Greg. Gone was the bank teller and in was the 
servo a� endant. Gone was the Falcon sedan and 
in was the bike. The extremely loud bike.

My life would never be the same from that 
moment on. This was what I’d been searching for 
even though I hadn’t known I’d been searching 
for it. But I knew it when I saw it: cool, mean 
and loud. Yes, cool. That was it and it was what I 
wanted and what I was going to have.

A week later my fi rst road bike arrived on the 
scene — a Yamaha TX500A. A double overhead 
cam, eight-valve, very loud piece of shit. It was 
gutless, it handled like a waterbed, the brakes 
were for looks only and it blew up regularly. But it
was black and loud and looked cool with my new 
Brando-style leather jacket and Amco jeans.

Visits to Greg’s place became more and more 
regular. He had a garage in which he not only 
parked his bike, but he also had comfy chairs, 
a tele, a stereo and a seemingly never-ending 
supply of powerful mind-altering combustibles. 
Combine all this with a mum who delivered 
freshly made cheese-and-bacon toasted 
sandwiches and a mile-high pile of Easyrider 
magazines and I’d found my second home.

We became very close, Greg and me, over 
the next few years. We shared everything — 
babes, booze, beds, blood and, of course, a love 
of bikes. We partied hard and we rode hard. 
We stayed up all night and worked all day. We 
rode all weekend. We even did some big miles 
when we tripped, and I mean tripped, all the 
way up to Gra� on and back, an epic week of 
drinking, smoking, picking up, pu� ing down, 
taking in and le� ing out.

Greg’s loyalty was unquestionable. He
was like a brother to me and if anyone had
ever asked me if I loved him, I’d have to say
I loved him as much as anyone I’ve ever
known, my beautiful wife being the one
possible exception.

Then he was gone. A Saturday morning, a
bike, a car and a bridge.

“Like a candle in the wind,” it said on the
li� le white card his mum sent me in the
post. People did that back then. They lost

one of their own, you went to the funeral
and they sent a card thanking you.

But Greg was not like a candle in the wind.
Greg was and is more of an eternal flame, one
that still burns just as brightly now as it did
back in ’81 and shows no sign of burning out.

Rarely does a day go by that he doesn’t
appear in my mind’s eye. Rarely does he
not don his gear and ride with me. For he
will always ride with me, regardless of the
passing of the years. Time and motorcycling
are like that.

HIGHLY 
COMMENDED
TIME BETWEEN
PHOTO: DAVID TURNER
Time out for lunch at Picton 
on a ride with my dad’s Classic 
Motorcycle Club, January 2015. 
There is a 30-year diff erence 
between me and my dad. At 81, 
he is a classic. My 2011 FJR isn’t 
a classic just yet, but my dad’s 
1954 Triumph Tiger 100 is. There 
is a 57-year diff erence between 
these two!
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TW STEEL COMPETITION

“Slowly the smoke-tinted 
visor rose to reveal two 
blood shot slits that were 
obviously passing as 
someone’s eyes. “G’day,” 
growled a voice from both 
the past and from within the 
Bell stack hat. Greg. Gone 
was the bank teller and in 
was the servo a� endant”
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TW STEEL COMPETITION

WINNER: 
BEST PHOTO
PRECISION TIMING
PHOTO: DAVID FRANCIS
This shot was taken with a compact camera 
(not an SLR) from a public viewing area 
during practice for the 2010 MotoGP at 
Phillip Island. It embodies the theme of 
“time” because Casey Stoner was going for 
a fast time and because I had to time the 
shot just right to get him framed, in focus, 
with his front wheel off  the ground and 
with his brightly lit body popping out of 
the shadows in the background. The shot 
is just as it appeared in the camera, with no 
Photoshopping etc.
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BULL-IT SR6 JEANS
I really like protective riding jeans; they’re one 
of the best things to happen to motorcycle 
gear in ages, although like anything else there 

are good and bad versions out there. What you 
see here is a pair of Bull-it SR6 riding jeans — 
one of the good ones. These are the Vintage 
model but there are about 12 other styles and 

colours to choose from, including cargo pants. 
Have a look at the website for the full range 
on off er. Internally all the Bull-it gear is lined 
with a synthetic fabric called Covec (rather 
than the more usual Kevlar); in the case of the 
SR6 it covers 60 per cent of the inside surface. 
Its high-density weave off ers superb high-
speed abrasion resistance, yet its low-thermal 
conductivity and high melting point help 
minimise friction burns if you’ve been skidding 
along the road for six seconds — which is what 
the abrasion resistance of the SR6 is certifi ed 
to. Covec is also resistant to many of the things 

TESTING,TESTING
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“Covec is also resistant to many of the things 
it’s likely to come into contact with in a biking 
environment such as acids, oils and alcohols as well 
as having good anti-cutting properties and minimal 
moisture retention, thus giving it a longer life”

it’s likely to come into contact with in a biking 
environment, such as acids, oils and alcohols, 
as well as having good anti-cu� ing properties 
and minimal moisture retention, thus giving it 
a longer life.

Lots of bike gear is claimed to be CE-
approved, however, this can be somewhat 
misleading as in many cases this only refers to 
the armour in the garment, not the garment 
itself, which may have never even been tested. 
To obtain full CE approval a garment has to 
pass various tests, including abrasion and 
cut resistance as well as burst strength. The 
combination of these reports determines what 
rating or approval the item gets. Bull-it jeans are 
fully CE approved and as such off er an overall 
level of protection greater than most things out 
there. Their SR4 and SR6 jeans are certifi ed to 
Level-1 (EN 13595-1 if you’re counting) and their 
Veloce range (featuring 100 per cent internal 
Covec covering) off ers the fi rst jeans in the 
world to obtain a Level-2 rating. There are ways 
to fudge how protective a piece of kit appears 
to be but these are the real-deal people and as 
NASA chose to protect its Mars Rover spacecra�  
with Covec, I’m inclined to trust it with the 
safety of my backside here on Earth.

The cut of this particular style is defi nitely 
baggier than the Draggin jeans I also have, 
but there’s plenty of room for the optional 
hip and knee armour (CE approved of course). 
Conversely they’re quite narrow at the ankle, 
making them a tightish fi t over proper bike 
boots, but they do stay in place and don’t fl ap 
around. I haven’t had a chance to wear them 
in really hot weather but I’ve worn them all 
day in the offi  ce and haven’t boiled. This is a 
welcome by-product of the Covec’s thermal 
characteristics, which keep the heat out in 
summer and the warmth in in winter. However 
they perform under real-world conditions they 
can’t possibly be ho� er than leathers, and in 
the end you pick the level of protection you 
want and live with sweating for that privilege 
in the summer. At around $230 they’re close to 
half the price of good-quality leather pants but 
about twice as versatile.

Besides the various levels of protection 
with the SR4, SR6 and Veloce ranges, there are 
plenty of styles for both men and women. In 
addition, Bull-it also makes some really cool-
looking hoodie jackets within the SR6 range 
which share all the same protective qualities as 
the jeans and also incorporate a back protector.

Go to www.bull-it.com for more info on the 
whole range.

 — NIGEL CROWLEY

PRODUCT REVIEWS

DETAILS
Price: $229.95
Styles: Bondi, Carbon, Cargo, Nero, Sidewinder 
and Vintage in long and regular leg cut
Colours: Blue and black
Sizes: 28–44
Info: www.bull-it.com
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DETAILS
Price: $149
Colour: Matte black
Sizes: Various
Info: h-d.com.au or dealers

“The Harley helmet is 
just a little narrower 
inside and slightly 
better for oblong-
headed people like me”

HARLEY-DAVIDSON 
RETRO HELMET

As long as it’s black, of course. You can have 
any of fi ve helmets that Harley-Davidson has 
introduced to the market, and you can have a 
shorty, an open-face or a choice of two full-face 
lids, but if you want anything other than black, 
you’re dreaming. Oh, except for the orange 
racing stripe on one of the full-faces.

But what did you expect? Harley is the king 
of colour when it comes to bikes, but Harley 
owners almost unanimously go for the ma� e-
black helmet. The odd ones out might go for 
gloss fi nish available on some of them, but not 
all. Or a very H-D orange racing stripe.

I went for the ma� e-black open-face, 
called the Retro. It’s all black, the only 
embellishments being the Standards sticker 
on the back and a subtly ghosted H-D bar-and-
shield logo on either side. Even the rivets and 
studs have a blackened chrome fi nish.

It’s made by Bell to Harley’s specifi cations, 
and there are enough diff erences from the 
original Bell design that you’ve got to look 

closely to see much commonality. The most 
obvious change is to the interior — both the 
lining and the fi t are altered. 

My Bell has never been a great fi t because 
it’s too round inside, that is, it fi ts snugly front-
to-back but there are wide spaces between 
my ears and the helmet. The Harley helmet is 
just a li� le narrower inside and slightly be� er 
for oblong-headed people like me. There’s still 
plenty of space beside my ears, but this helmet 
fi ts more closely around the top of my head. 
The space around my ears means earplugs are 
essential, but comfort is good.

The lining is nice. Like the Bell’s the material 
is a satin-like nylon with cross-hatched 
stitching, but underneath it has a thicker, 
so� er layer of foam to add plushness inside the 
hard inner shell. It feels just right.

The outer shell is the typical, resilient and 
fl exible polycarbonate. The H-D helmet weighs 
1130 grams, a pleasantly light fi gure.

The chin strap is fastened with a double 
D-ring buckle and there’s a press stud on 
the long, loose end of the strap to prevent it 

fl apping around in the breeze. Five press studs 
on the shell — three across the front and one 
either side — allow you to a� ach a peak or 
visor if you wish, and those bits are accessories 
at additional cost.

For a simple and very aff ordable open-face 
helmet, Harley’s Retro is just right. I think I’ve 
also come to a point where I like ma� e black, 
having owned gloss black or more colourful 
shorties and open-faces before. Until now, I 
hadn’t had a ma� e black one since I sprayed 
my very fi rst, bright-yellow open-face with 
a can of black paint. This time, the fi nish is 
much be� er!

 — MICK MATHESON
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with a nicely padded inner sole and plenty of 
fl exibility in the uppers so that you don’t feel 
like you’re clumping around in work boots. 
They’re quite slim, too, so they’ll tuck inside all 
but the most stove-piped of jeans. They’re not 
so subtle that you can go to dinner in them 
pretending you didn’t roll up on a motorcycle, 
but they’ll do for most casual occasions.

Despite the lack of weight, they’re tough. 
The shi�  pad on the le�  upper is showing 
virtually no sign of the work it does to change 
gear thousands of times. The stitching is still 
in perfect order and the soles are still bonded 
fi rmly into place.

PRODUCT REVIEWS

DETAILS
Price: $199.95
Colour: Black
Sizes: 39–48
Info: www.dririder.com.au

“Morethanmany
touringbootsI’veused
overtheyears,these
copereasonablywell
withabroadrangeof
temperatures”

DRIRIDER STORM BOOTS
These have been my primary riding boots for 
about a year now, and once again I can say I’ve 
got good value from DriRider. For just under 
$200, the Storm touring boots have given plenty 
of loyal and dependable service, and judging by 
the lack of wear, tear and general deterioration, 
they’re going to be good for at least another year 
or two. In other words, they’ve done more than 
20,000km so far and should be good for 40 or 60.

The Storm boots are waterproof all-round 
boots aimed at touring but fi ne for your typical 
road-rider’s variety of trips. They are very light, 

The impact areas on the shins are protected 
by padding for the fi rst part and a nylon guard 
in the upper part, and it works. I copped a rock 
one day while doing 100km/h and though I 
can’t say it didn’t hurt, I know from experience 
it could have been a lot worse. There are plastic 
caps in the toes and a plastic cup around your 
heels, which promise additional protection.

The uppers have leather of two diff erent 
fi nishes and look pre� y cool. A foam “collar” 
around your calves improves comfort, and 
because the zip stops short of the top of the 
boot you can cinch the tops tighter around your 
leg using the Velcro fl aps.

More than many touring boots I’ve used over 
the years, these cope reasonably well with a 
broad range of temperatures. With a light sock 
in summer they’re not too warm until way up 
in the high 30s, and with good winter socks on I 

didn’t feel much of the chill until I’d been riding 
for an hour or more in near-zero conditions.

The Storm boots were waterproof for the fi rst 
six months or so but despite the water-resistant 
leather outer and the waterproof Hipora lining, 
they eventually began to let some moisture in 
when it rained. I sprayed some Scotchguard 
onto them and kept the problem at bay.

The soles are wearing very well. They grip 
quite well on dodgy surfaces. They’re not 
immune to slipping sometimes on wet, oily 
surfaces, but they’ve stuck in situations I 
thought they’d have let go in.

The DriRider Storm boots perform very well 
overall, and they belie their price. — MM

A waterproof inner fl ap, zip and Velcro outer fl ap

Soles are grippy and hard wearing

Strong stitching, but waterproofi ng needed re-doing
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WHATZ NEW
RUKKA AIROCK

The latest jacket from the Rukka AirPower line, the AiRock can be 
worn as the outer shell only, or just the inner jacket on its own, 
or both together depending on the application and the weather.

Worn on its own, the outer jacket gives you a “riding in a tee” 
feel even on the hottest days because it is made of extremely 
air-permeable knitted Cordura AFT. Safety is still ensured due to 
the high abrasion resistance of Cordura AFT and reinforcement 
of exposed zones with CE-certifi ed joint protectors.

The inner and outer jacket worn above one another beat rain 
and cold because the inner jacket is made of a Gore-Tex three-
layer membrane laminate, making it water- and wind-proof 
while remaining breathable. With a stylish design and fl uffy 
inner lining, you can also wear the inner jacket on its own.

Colours: Black/yellow and grey
Sizes: 46–62
Price: $1075
Visit: www.innotesco.com.au
Contact: 0414 814 194, sales@innotesco.com.au

BAGSTER DUCATI 
SCRAMBLER TANK COVERS

Bagster has released a new custom tank cover 
to suit the Ducati Scrambler 800. Made in France 
and tailored to the exact curves and lines of 
the Scrambler, the fi t and colour are matched 
perfectly to the bike and provide not only full 
tank protection, but also allow the fi tment of the 
optional Bagster Tank Bag.

Colours: Red/silver, buttercup/silver, matt black/
yellow, dark green/silver and black
Price: $249
Visit: www.ctaaustralia.com.au
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NEW AND INTERESTING STUFF

ADVENTURE KIT 
BY TOURATECH

Two of the most highly anticipated adventure machines to hit the market 
this year — Honda’s new Africa Twin and the Ducati Multistrada 1200 
Enduro — already have a host of Touratech products tailor-made for them.

Touratech has an extensive range of accessories for both bikes, with 
the Africa Twin getting Touratech pannier systems in various sizes and 
variants, top case and top case rack, an aluminium luggage rack, GPS 
mounting adapter, Works long-distance footpegs, and a handlebar riser. 
Additionally, stainless-steel crash bars and engine crash bar, side stand

base extension, hand protectors, headlight protector, auxiliary lights and 
Expedition engine guard make the Africa Twin ready for any adventure.

Already a Ducati OEM partner for the 1200 Multistrada, Touratech has 
an Enduro package with various guards and the OEM pannier system 
on the Enduro is made by Touratech. Additional accessories are an ABS 
sensor guard, oil fi ller plugs in various colours, a handlebar riser and 
long-distance footpegs etc. Both machines have a range of Touratech seats 
available too.

The new Touratech catalogue is out now and products are available in 
theTouratech webshop at shop.touratech.com.au.
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NOLAN N-21
Nolan has hit the market with another new 
open-face helmet in its range that carries stylish 
design and high levels of quality and features. 
With a modern take on the “fi ghter pilot” shell 
design, excellent fi t and feel, the N-21 is a 
standout in looks, style and value for money.

Made in Italy and carrying a massive fi ve-year 
warranty, the helmet has a multi-density EPS 
styrene liner for optimum shock absorption and 
disbursement for outstanding safety. The Clima-
Comfort liner is made from hi-tech microfi bre 
materials with anti-bacterial treatment for a 
longer-lasting fi t and feel. A high-quality Lexan 
visor with scratch-resistant treatment gives 
higher safety and longer life.

There’s a Fighter Pilot goggle-style VPS visor 
that retracts into the shell and there are also 
tinted versions available. An enhanced neck roll 
provides a more enclosed fi t for better anti-roll 
resistance in crash situations, and a quieter, 
more comfortable fi t.

Sizes: XS-XXL
Price and colours: Classic $199, Caribe $239, 
Scratched Chrome graphic $309. The N21 VISOR 
model prices start from $239
Visit: www.ronangel.com.au
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BIKE ROUND OZ
Within Australia, Compass Expeditions is now 
part of Bike Round Oz and as such now offers 
one-way motorcycle rental specials to take 
advantage of.

Whether it’s traversing from one side of 
Australia to the other, riding the East Coast 
or traversing the high country, the fi rst stop 
before you take off is to check out the deals on 
the website’s specials page. You’ll fi nd Cairns 

to Sydney, Darwin to Melbourne, Sydney to 
Perth and much more at 25 per cent off the 
regular rental price with no one-way fees.

Just get in touch via the Bike Round Oz 
website — www.bikeroundoz.com.

DRIRIDER APEX 2
Dririder’s all-season Apex 2 gloves are the 
perfect piece of kit to get you through the hugely 
varied conditions autumn can throw up. Central 
to their function is a waterproof and breathable 
liner that is soft to maintain optimum comfort. 
They are easy on and off with elasticised leather 
panels and Velcro wrist closure. There’s also a 
handy suede visor wipe.

Safety isn’t neglected, with an Aniline cowhide 
and cordura construction that has a dual-layer 
palm with Kevlar reinforcement, Keprotec 
knuckle protection and padded wrist protection.

Colours: Black
Sizes: Men, S-4XL. Ladies, S-L
Price: $79.95
Visit: www.mcleodaccessories.com.au

FOLLOW PIRELLI MOTO AUS:

A NEW PATH FOR ADVENTURE.
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2016 HARLEY BIG BOOK
Harley-Davidson has released its list of new 
accessories and there are some neat additions 
to the range. In what is dubbed The 2016 Big 
Book, there is a strong mix of blacked-out, 
dark customisation and healthy helpings of 

chrome to feed owners’ creativity, as Harley 
puts it.

More than 200 new product lines have been 
introduced for 2016, with a particular focus on 
both Cruiser and Street models. The new gear 
includes a Cruise Control Kit, water-resistant 

handlebar-mount iPhone 6 carrier, Screamin’ 
Eagle Bolt-On kits and more.

The new 2016 Harley-Davidson accessories 
are available now from authorised Harley-
Davidson dealerships. For further information 
visit www.harley-davidson.com.au

BLACKBIRD 
QUILTED LEATHER
JACKET

Blackbird Motorcycle Wear has 
created this quilted leather 
motorcycle jacket for women that 
is both stylish and protective. It is 
made from 1.1-1.3mm cowhide, 
has stretch ribbed side panels for 

added comfort and shape and 
elasticised leather at the side 
panels to create a more shapely fi t.

Closure is by zips, with a buckle 
at the neck and neat styling 
touches like chrome trim zips on 
outside pockets. Three-ply bonded 
thread and a removable liner add 
to the value of this product.

Sizes: XS-XL
Price: $399 with free shipping
Visit: www.
blackbirdmotorcyclewear.com.au

FOLLOW PIRELLI MOTO AUS:

A NEW PATH FOR ADVENTURE.
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READERS RITE Don’t forget to write! We mean it. 
We love to hear from you and 
everyone else does too; these pages 
are among the most popular in the 

magazine. Preferably, keep le� ers under 300 
words so we can fi t more in, though we will 
allow the odd exception without taking to it 
with the editorial knife. Yes, we will chop ’em 
when we have to. Do include your real name 
and some contact details, just in case we need 
to clarify something. Please write to roadrider@
universalmagazines.com.au or send mail to
Road Rider, Unit 5, 6–8 Byfield Street, North
Ryde NSW 2113 — Matho

WINNER

Every issue we’re giving away this beaut pack of 
Motul cleaning gear worth $49.95. All you have 
to do to be in with a chance of winning is write 
to us. We’ll pick what we think is the best letter 
every month and the top blokes at Motul will fi re 
out this pack to whoever wrote it. Simple. Pack 
includes some of the best washing and detailing 
products on the market:
• Wash & Wax, a waterless cleaner that leaves 

a wax coating
• Moto Wash, good for 

all surfaces
• Scratch Remover, a 

micro-abrasive cream for 
painted surfaces

• Helmet & Visor Clean, to keep your 
lid and your  view pristine.

Email roadrider@universalmagazines.com.au or 
mail to ARR at 5/6  –8 Byfi eld St, North Ryde NSW 
2113. We’ll do the rest.

WIN 
THIS
LOOK HOT

ON REFLECTION
I loved Mr Seddon’s column in ARR#120. For 
me there’s nothing be� er than cruising the 
highways and byways with my partner of 31 
years and pillion extraordinaire close behind. 
Even though we have an intercom, it is seldom 
used as we both enjoy the creation around us 
and some separation from the usual pressures 
of life. It is handy, though, to communicate 
about whether we stop now or carry on a bit 
etc. I also make it very much my business to 
make the ride is as comfortable for my pillion 
as possible — such as avoiding helmet knocks 
in braking — so she will continue to want to 
share the ride. But that doesn’t mean backing 
off  unnecessarily in the corners.

We are having an extended period in each 
other’s company now as we cap seven weeks 
side by side in hospital with home rehab of 
indeterminate duration. With each other for 
company, this has also been a peaceful time, 
apart from the constant interruptions hospitals 
seem so practised at to help one recover.

A 4WD cut short what would have been a 
21-day tour of southern Australia four days in, 
and destroyed our Kwaka 1000GTR that was 20 

years old and in pristine condition. Despite this, 
my pillion has again shown how perfect she 
is because we both talk about the “next bike” 
while bones mend, we get back on our feet again 
and I work on ge� ing full use of my arms. I may 
be forced to steer clear of dirt roads in future 
though, a small price to pay, I think, to continue 
to share the ride with the perfect pillion.
Lloyd Goulter
Highfields Qld

WHAT IS IT?
What’s the name and brand of the turntable 
you have under the RT?
John Loos
Email

It’s from www.intaride.com.au, 0402 157 607, and 
it’s great. I’ve been using it regularly (though 
not daily) for more than two years now and it’s 
holding up well.

“A 4WD cut short 
what would have 
been a 21 day tour of 
southern Australia 
four days in, and 
destroyed our Kwaka 
1000GTR that was 
20 years old and in 
pristine condition”

The Intaride turntable has done good service 
since before the long-term Multistrada in 2014
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ENOUGH SEXISM
It is great to see that talented women play a major role in writing for, photographing for and producing your usually enjoyable and informative 
magazine. However, the (unnamed) author of a recent article (Dec 2015) still inhabits a time warp of his own: apparently Cuba is worth visiting for 
“cheep beers and women” (in that order). Seriously? There’s enough sexism around in some corners of the motorcycling community — please put 
the red pen through any similar writing in future.
Chris Kenna
Murrumbateman, NSW

I thought you may like this image of 
Highway One a few kilometres east of 
Burketown and one in WA. The li� le 
K75S did a number of trips through 
the north of Oz and a couple of small 
creek crossings and some roll-overs in 
sandy bits but came through it all well. 
I tried some knobbies on it once but it 
was near unridable on tar!

Why, you ask, didn’t I just buy a GS 
or the like? Well I did, an 1150 GS, but 
it was like riding a Texas longhorn, so 
it went. 

I guess 40-odd years of chucking 
’bars any longer than 500mm has a 
price. I wouldn’t miss your magazine, 
Mick, cruisers or not — I can always 
ride, sorry read, around them.
Paul Cadman
Email

Paul’s K75 in outback mode, 
narrow handlebars and all!
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START ME UP
Just a quick one for interest. I received 
one of those mini jump-start ba� eries as a 
present. I really wanted one but it was very 
disappointing and at almost $200 not easy to 
just chuck in the bin.

I have not had a fl at ba� ery for 30 years on 
a bike, and the only one I can remember I just 
push-started. My interest in the charger was for 
charging our phones and tablet, and running 
my GPS in my tank bag. OK, it does charge 
phones but you would expect some reasonable 
power out of it. No way: it charges the phone 
almost twice, almost charges my tablet once. It 
has no external outlet like a cigare� e socket to 
run a 12V charger or to plug the GPS into.

I think it would run the GPS for about as 
long as two AA ba� eries. My conclusion is if it 
can jump-start a car 20 times, it must take very 
li� le power to do that, so obviously my tablet 
could jump start a car if it had the connection.

Anyway, that’s my experience — I hope other 
riders take a harder look before buying.
Jeff  Schionning

It sounds to me like you’ve got a dud charger, 
Jeff . The SJS one I’ve reviewed, for example, 
handles plenty of charging as well as some 
heavy-duty powering. I had to take photos of 
a 12V QH spotlight the other day and the SJS 
ran it for perhaps 20 minutes. I’ve used it with a 
12V compressor to pump up bike tyres and it’ll 
easily do the job with some power in reserve 
at the end. Other chargers have given similar 
results, so I’m sure you’re not ge� ing the 
performance you should out of the one you’ve 
got — are you in a position to exchange it? 
Regarding the cigare� e socket, they’re usually 
an extra feature or accessory. I hope this helps. 
I’ve found these chargers to be as useful as
perhaps you were hoping they’d be. — Matho Jump-starters/chargers are useful 

devices if they’ve got the capacity to last

THREE-WHEEL WONDER
In 1970 my new husband, on his 350cc Honda, 
and myself on my fi rst bike, a 175 Honda, 
headed down to the South Island of NZ to see 
as much as possible. Unable to see it all, we 
vowed to return. And we did 45 years later.

They thought I was crazy tackling it on a 175 
back then, and even crazier on my 1984 GL1200 
GoldWing with sidecar, AKA “Grumpy”. It was 
packed to the hilt with tent, folding bed, chair, 
tools, oils, clothes, wet gear, hot gear, spare gear 
and ma� ress rolled up in a tarp tied onto a 
frame on the back of the sidecar.

My rider buddy procrastinated too long 
so he got le�  behind. Wow, what a ride! No 
bookings, no timetable, no return ticket and an 

old-fashioned road map. I was on the road by 
9am and off  it by 4pm. I was asked at one stop 
how far are you going today and my reply was 
“I don’t know”.

It was absolutely magical. We wound 
through forests, around rock-face bluff s to 
turn a corner and fi nd the sea crashing in on 
the side of the road, then to climb even higher. 
I rode in heat, torrential rain and side-blowing 
wind but Grumpy just plowed on along the 
wild East Coast.

I rode through the tourist a� ractions, only 
stopping for my fl ask coff ee and egg sammy. 
I met so many other travellers from all over 
the world and in one tiny town deep in the 
ranges, Inangahua Junction, a gentleman from 

my home town whom I had never met, yet he 
knew my outfi t and its previous owner.

Sadly the weather turned for the worse. I 
managed to get out of one town only to hear 
all roads in and out had been closed due to 
fl ooding. So I pointed Grumpy north and 
headed home. As I le�  Picton for the North 
Island on the ferry I once again vowed “I will 
be back, we have unfi nished business”. My 
plans are already in place to return and fi nish. 
Grumpy, my wonderful old trusty bike and me 
and maybe, just maybe, my riding buddy on his 
GoldWing. I just have to leave on pension pay 
week though.
Carol Kehely
New Zealand
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Maleny-Kenilworth Road,
Kenilworth QLD 4574

P: (07) 5446 0211
E: info@bellbirdcreek.com
www.bellbirdcreek.com

Looking for somewhere 
to relax and unwind 
whilst on a day/weekend 
ride? Bellbird Creek Cafe 
is the perfect spot! An 
easy ride from the Sun-
shine Coast/Brisbane 
through some of the 
most beautiful scenery 
the hinterland has
to offer. Come and enjoy 
the country
atmosphere
surrounded by native 
birds and wildlife!

FACILITIES:

• Weekend brekky 
 from 7am
• Organic coffee
• Open 9am-4pm 
 weekdays, closed 
 Tuesdays
• Owned & operated 
 by a biker for
 bikers to enjoy
• Car clubs & groups 
 very welcome

Cnr Baker & Denison Streets
Adaminaby NSW 2629

P: (02) 6454 2202
F: (02) 6454 2608

E: thesnowgoosehotel
@bigpond.com

Hang loose, hit the 

juice at the Snow 

Goose. Situated in 

the town centre, 

close to Mt Selwyn 

(for snow skiing) and 

beautiful Eucumbene 

for boating, fi shing, 

barbeques and 

bushwalking. Enjoy 

a meal in the country 

style dining room

and family bistro

with weekend

entertainment.

FACILITIES:

• Restaurant
• Bar
• Bottle shop
• Motel/Hotel rooms
• Backpacker
 accommodation
• Lock up area
 for bikes
• Games/
 recreation room

Snow Goose
Hotel Motel

33 N Derby Street,
Walcha NSW 2354

Where the Oxley Hwy
meets Thunderbolt’s Way

P: (02) 6777 2502
www.apsleyarms.com.au

Experience a real 
Australian bush pub 
circa 1880. Modern 
accommodation with 
self-serve continental 
breakfast included. 
Bistro and bar meals. 
Reviewed and 
recommended in 
the Sydney Morning 
Herald Good Pub 
Food Guide.

FACILITIES:

• Discount for 
 group bookings
• Clean, modern
 accommodation
• Great food & 
 friendly bars
• Garage for bikes
• Guest lounge room 
 with TV
• Function room
• Bistro area & The 
 Green Room wine 
 & cider bar

APSLEY ARMS 
HOTEL

51-55 Maurice Avenue,
Mallacoota VIC 3892 (PO Box 43)

P: (03) 5158 0455
F: (02) 5158 0453

E: inncoota@bigpond.net.au
www.mallacootahotel.com.au

The Mallacoota Hotel 

Motel is conveniently 

situated in Mallacoota’s 

main street close to 

shopping, playgrounds, 

tourist information 

and easy access to all 

that Mallacoota and 

Croajingolong National 

Park have to offer. Just 

minutes to the fabulous 

beaches and walking 

tracks of the Wilderness 

Coast.

FACILITIES:

• Bistro
• TAB
• Sky Channel
• Bottleshop
• Beer garden
• Air conditioned 
 rooms
• Secure parking
• Saltwater pool

26 E Fitzroy Street, Walcha
P: (02) 6777 1117

E: royalcaf@bigpond.net.au
www.walcharoyalcafe.com.au

A great dining
experience with 
function room, 
licensed bar
and excellent 
accommodation. 
With a relaxed & 
friendly environment 
we are the perfect 
spot for a quick bite 
or to celebrate a night 
out with a group. 
Come and see why 
Royal Cafe is the place 
that’s got it all ...

FACILITIES:

• Dine in or takeaway
• Healthy & tasty menu
• Function room
• Licensed bar
• Excellent 
   accommodation
• Queen to single
   rooms to semi self
   contained cottage
• Lock up sheds &
 drying room available

& ACCOMMODATION

46-50 Louee Street, 
Rylstone NSW 2849
P: (02) 6379 1048

E: daniel@theglobehotel.com.au
www.theglobehotel.com.au

Located in the 
Mudgee region, 
3.5 hours drive 
from Sydney, 
Rylstone is a 
thriving country 
town bursting 
with charm. From 
the Globe Hotel 
at Rylstone you 
have unlimited 
access to quaint 
country towns, 
gourmet food and 
wine, beautiful 
countryside and 
spectacular 
national parks.

FACILITIES:
• Dine in at The Shed 
 Restaurant, open 7 days 
 a week for lunch & dinner
• 14 rooms featuring 
 Queen, Twin or Single 
 bed confi gurations
• Bathrooms are 
 modern-rustic, clean 
 and serviced daily
• All linen & towels are 
 provided
• Continental breakfast 
 included in room tarriff
•  All rooms have reverse 
 cycle air conditioning

www.theglobehotel.com.au

67 Fitzroy Street,
Tumut NSW 2720

P: 1800 819 497 F: (02) 6947 3001
E: tumutmotel@dodo.com.au
www.elmsmotorinn.com.au

The Elms Motor 
Inn offers quality 
accommodation 
for the leisure or 
business traveller 
in Tumut NSW. At 
the foothills of 
Kosciuszko National 
Park and the northern 
gateway to the 
Australian Alps, 
The Elms Motor Inn 
in Tumut has ten well 
presented rooms with 
all the comforts you 
would expect and 
is only a short stroll 
to the main street, 
pubs and clubs.

FACILITIES:

• Off street parking in
 front of rooms
• Room service –
 breakfast (hot or cold)
• Free wi-fi  internet
• BBQ facilities
• Wheelchair accessible
• Dry cleaning service
• Disabled room available
• We are a non-smoking
 property

1_Bike Friendly Accomm.indd   3 1/02/2016   12:26:24 PM



132  |  AUSTRALIAN ROAD RIDER 

PRICE GUIDE

BRAND & MODEL WE SAY PRICE

APRILIA www.aprilia.com.au
Aprilia prices are maximum recommended advertised ride-away price.

Road

Shiver Sport 750 ABS.......................... Oh so good .................................................... $14,000ra

TuonoV4R APRC.................................. Upright sportsbike ........................................ $22,000ra

TuonoV4 1100 RR................................. Naked 1100ccV4?Yes! .................................. $23,000ra

TuonoV4 1100 Factory......................... Take the RR and add more........................... $26,000ra

RSV4 R APRC........................................ High tech, high spec ..................................... $24,000ra

RSV4 RR................................................ Higher spec, higher speed........................... $25,000ra

RSV4 R Factory APRC ABS ................. Racing black................................................... $30,000ra

RSV4 RR Race Pack.............................. Ready to race................................................. $31,000ra

AdvTouring

Caponord Strada ................................. High-tech all-road traveller .......................... $20,000ra

CaponordTouring ................................ Truly great all-rounder.................................. $23,000ra

Caponord Rally..................................... The hardcore Capo ....................................... $24,000ra

Scooters

SR50R Carb SBK.................................. Biaggi replica.................................................... $4000ra

SR MT 50 2T ......................................... Entry point ........................................................ $2900ra

SR MT 125 4T....................................... Cheap commuting ........................................... $3900ra

SR MT 125 4T SBK LE ......................... SBK-styled commuter ..................................... $3900ra

Scarabeo 200 ie.................................... Crisp performer................................................ $5900ra

SR Max 300 .......................................... Do it all .............................................................. $8000ra

SRV 850 ATC ABS ................................ Large with the lot .......................................... $15,000ra

BENELLI www.urbanmotoimports.com.au
Road

BN251.................................................... Nice starter.............................................................$TBA

BN302.................................................... Italy’s response to the 300cc LAMS........... $5590+orc

BN600i................................................... Base-model mid-sized four......................... $8990+orc

BN600S LAMS ..................................... New LAMS model ....................................... $8990+orc

BN600R ................................................. New sporty naked bike................................ $9990+orc

BN600GT .............................................. Mid-size sports-touring ............................... $8990+orc

BN600GTS............................................ LAMS model................................................. $8990+orc

TNT 899................................................. Mid-sized entertainer................................ $16,990+orc

TNT 1130R............................................. Naked dynamite........................................ $22,690+orc

Tre-K 1130.............................................. Out of the ordinary ................................... $18,490+orc

AdvTouring

TRE-K Amazonas ................................. Be an individual ........................................ $19,690+orc

Scooters

Cafenero 150 ........................................ Benelli enters the scooter market.............. $3390+orc

BIMOTA www.urbanmotoimports.com.au
Road

BB3 ........................................................ 1000cc BMW, Italian flair.......................... $72,888+orc

DB5R...................................................... Light and lovely sportsbike.......................$37,990+orc

DB8 Oro Nero ....................................... Expensive excitement .............................. $84,990+orc

Tesi 3D Naked ....................................... The full skeleton on show ........................ $55,990+orc 

DB9 ........................................................ Muscle streetfi ghter .................................. $44,990+orc

DB9S ...................................................... Sharper on the street ................................ $46,990+orc

DB10 ...................................................... Sharp style ..................................................$37,290+orc

DB11 ....................................................... Testastretta 11 at last ................................. $56,990+orc

BMW www.bmwmotorrad.com.au
Road

G 310 R .................................................. Baby Beemer goes boom! ...................................$TBA

F 800 R ................................................... Neat naked parallel-twin .......................... $13,100+orc 

S 1000 R ................................................ Naked supermodel ................................... $19,290+orc 

S 1000 RR .............................................. Still the one to beat ................................... $22,990+orc

S 1000 XR ............................................. Available mid-year .................................... $22,190+orc 

HP4 Competition .................................. For serious sports riders .......................... $32,450+orc

R 1200 R ................................................ Now with liquid cooling ........................... $21,950+orc

R 1200 R Sport ..................................... Naked and fi t boxer .................................. $22,950+orc

R nineT .................................................. Simplicity with max style ......................... $21,250+orc

R nineT Scrambler ............................... Old-school boxer, scrambled ...............................$TBA

R 1200 RT .............................................. Have your cake and eat it......................... $30,790+orc

K 1300 R ................................................ Evil Wulf ...................................................... $21,990+orc

K 1300 S ................................................ Autobahn eater ......................................... $23,990+orc

K 1300 S Motorsport ........................... Flashy sports-tourer for 2015 ................... $28,990+orc 

K 1600 GT ............................................. Power touring ............................................ $35,990+orc

K 1600 GTL ........................................... Euro luxury touring ...................................$37,590+orc

K 1600 GTL Exclusive .......................... VIP ...............................................................$42,500+orc

Adv Touring

G 650 GS ............................................... You’ll be surprised ....................................... $9990+orc

G 650 GS Sertao................................... Rough it or not .......................................... $10,990+orc

F 700 GS ................................................ Not really a 700 ......................................... $12,890+orc

F 700 GS  ............................................... Low suspension model ............................ $13,140+orc 

F 800 GS ................................................ Great adv tourer ........................................ $16,690+orc

F 800 GS ................................................ Low suspension model ............................ $16,940+orc

F 800 GS Adventure ............................ Go further ................................................... $18,650+orc

F 800 GT ................................................ Dynamically designed .............................. $16,300+orc

R 1200 GS ............................................. All-road master.......................................... $21,950+orc

R 1200 GS Adventure .......................... Luxuriously roughing it ............................ $24,550+orc

Scooter

C 600 Sport ........................................... Sporty maxi ............................................... $13,990+orc

C 600 Sport Special Edition ................ For the top end of town ............................ $15,090+orc

C 650 GT ................................................ Let’s tour! ................................................... $14,990+orc

C 650 GT Special Edition .................... Seat heating ............................................... $16,665+orc

C 650 GT SE LS .................................... Low suspension model ............................ $16,465+orc

BOLLINI www.motorsportimporters.com.au
Road

Speed 200 ............................................. Economy ticket  ............................................ $2290+orc

New bike prices can go up and down like the stock market, 
so in every issue we’ll bring you the sticker prices. To be 
completely up to date with things like factory discounts 
and incentives, check the Road Rider website (www.

roadrider.com.au) where we will bring you all the special deals, bonus 
off ers and cashback promotions we can fi nd.

We have included the importers’ websites, which is the place to go 
if you’re looking for more information. You’ll see that we haven’t listed 
every bike on the market (yet) but we aim to get there with all of them. 

Sometimes even we struggle to fi nd the details of the smaller, newer 
importers. Meanwhile, enjoy this most meaningful of Australian bike 
listings, covering the bikes you’re interested in. 

The prices are the most up-to-date ones available from the 
distributors. They may change, of course, subject to specials coming
and going.

We’ve also made it abundantly clear which prices are ride-away and 
which don’t include on-road costs; the diff erence to your fi nal payout 
can be signifi cant, so don’t compare apples with oranges.

Can I afford it? Is there something better for the money?

ROAD BIKE & SCOOTER PRICE GUIDE
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Cruiser

Retro 200 ............................................... New release ......................................................... $TBA

CAN-AM (BRP) www.brp.com
Road

Spyder RS SM5 .................................... The “Spyder” experience .......................$19,990+orc

Spyder RSS SE5 .................................. Supersports auto .....................................$23,990+orc

Spyder RS SPE SE5 ............................. Special-edition RS ....................................$25,390+orc

Spyder ST SE5 ..................................... The sports-touring Spyder ......................$25,490+orc

Spyder ST LTD SE5 .............................. The ST with more ....................................$28,990+orc

Spyder F3 SM6 ..................................... Cruiser-style model with 1330cc triple ..$25,790+orc

Spyder F3 S SE6 .................................. F3 with semi-auto gears and more........$28,890+orc

Spyder RT SM6 .................................... New 1330cc triple engine ........................$31,490+orc

Spyder RTS SE6 ................................... RT plus semi-auto and more ..................$39,990+orc

Spyder RT Limited SE6.. ..................... The full touring triple ...............................$41,990+orc

Spyder RT SPE ..................................... Top-spec special edition ..........................$41,690+orc

CF MOTO www.cfmoto.com.au
Road

VNight ................................................... Great learner ................................................$2690+orc

Jetmax 250 ........................................... Freeway capable scooter ...........................$4190+orc

Leader .................................................... Not fussy ......................................................$2190+orc

650NK .................................................... May ruffl e some feathers ...........................$6290+orc

650TK..................................................... Bargain touring ...........................................$7749+orc

Cruiser

V5 ........................................................... Where’s the engine? ...................................$4190+orc

CONFEDERATE www.urbanmotoimports.com.au
Cruiser

R131 Fighter ......................................... Heavyweight champ ...........................................$POA

X132 Hellcat .......................................... Badass .......................................................$79,990+orc

X132 Hellcat Combat ........................... American war machine ...........................$94,990+orc

X132 Hellcat Speedster ....................... American muscle .................................... $98,000+orc

X135 Wraith .......................................... Industrial art .........................................................$POA

R135 Wraith Combat ............................ American fi repower ............................................$POA

DAELIM www.daelim.com.au
Road

VJF250 ................................................... Adequate style.............................................$3990+orc

Cruiser

Daystar 250 EFI .................................... Fat, feet-forward cruiser .............................$4920+orc

Scooter

Bbone .................................................... Its clothes are off .........................................$3490+orc

Besbi ...................................................... Small and cute.............................................$2190+orc

S1 ........................................................... Nice style ......................................................$2990+orc

DUCATI www.ducati.com.au
Road

Monster 659 ABS ................................. Monster the LAM .....................................$12,990+orc

Ducati Scrambler Sixty2 ..................... Iconic retro in 400cc LAMS guise ..................... $TBA

Ducati Scrambler Icon (Ducati Red) .. Entry-level .................................................$12,990+orc

Ducati Scrambler Icon (’62 Yellow) .... As above but yellower.............................$13,140+orc

Ducati Scrambler Urban Enduro ....... For the burbs and backroads ..................$14,990+orc

Ducati Scrambler Classic .................... Living in the ’70s ......................................$14,990+orc

Ducati Scrambler Full Throttle ............ Flat track performer .................................$14,990+orc

Monster 821 Dark ................................ The little beast steps up ..........................$16,290+orc

Monster 821 Red .................................. Red devil....................................................$16,790+orc

Monster 821 White ............................... Angelic monster .......................................$16,990+orc

Streetfi ghter 848 .................................. Precision fi ghter, special price................ $17,490+orc

Panigale 899 Red .................................. Smaller, sweeter superbike ....................$19,990+orc

Panigale 899 ......................................... In white ......................................................$20,490+orc

Hypermotard Red ................................ A hooligan on wheels ..............................$16,990+orc

Hypermotard  ....................................... In black ....................................................... $17,290+orc

Hypermotard SP .................................. With tricked-up suspension ....................$21,490+orc

Hyperstrada .......................................... Manners & madness ............................... $17,990+orc

Monster 1200 ....................................... Original 1200 ............................................$19,990+orc

Monster 1200 S Red ............................ With better bits .........................................$24,290+orc

Monster 1200 S .................................... In white ......................................................$24,490+orc

Panigale 1299 ....................................... 100cc more for 2015................................. $27,990+orc

Panigale S ABS ..................................... Electronic Öhlins! .....................................$33,990+orc

Panigale R ABS ..................................... Race passion .............................................$45,990+orc

Cruiser

Diavel  .................................................... A true power-cruiser ................................$24,490+orc

Diavel Red ............................................. The devil on your shoulder ....................$24,990+orc 

Diavel Carbon Red ............................... Deal with the devil ...................................$30,290+orc

Diavel Carbon White ............................ An angel in disguise? ..............................$30,490+orc

Diavel Titanium .................................... Harder than steel ......................................$39,990+orc

XDiavel .................................................. Sexier with more low-rev grunt ...............$TBA

Adv Touring

Multistrada 1200 DVT .......................... Smoother all-round master ....................$23,990+orc

Multistrada S DVT  ............................... Higher tech, in red .................................... $27,990+orc

Multistrada S DVT  ............................... In white ......................................................$28,490+orc

ERIK BUELL RACING www.urbanmotoimports.com.au
Road

1190RS Carbon ..................................... 175hp, 176kg of joy ..................................$56,990+orc

1190RX ................................................... Sporting masterpiece ..............................$26,490+orc

1190SX ................................................... Superbike basis ........................................$23,490+orc

1190AX ................................................... The adventurous one ......................................... $TBA

HARLEY-DAVIDSON www.harley-davidson.com
All H-D prices are ride-away.

Cruiser

XG500 Street 500 ................................. Learner legal ................................................. $10,750ra

XL883L SuperLow ............................... For the shorties.............................................$14,995ra

XL883N Iron 883  ................................. Iron tough .....................................................$14,995ra

XL1200C Custom ................................. Customary show off ....................................$18,750ra

XL1200X Forty-Eight............................ Retro cool ...................................................... $19,250ra

XL1200V Seventy-Two ........................ Vintage muscle .............................................$18,495ra

XL1200T Super Low ............................ Cool little tourer............................................ $19,495ra 

VRSCDX Night Rod Special................ Drag bike ........................................................$27,995ra

VRSCF Muscle ...................................... Muscle me .....................................................$27,495ra

FXDB Street Bob .................................. Versatile .........................................................$22,495ra

FXDBB Street Bob Special .................. Street smarts ................................................$23,995ra 

FXDL Low Rider ................................... Not laying low ..............................................$23,495ra

FXDWG Wide Glide ............................. Let your hair hang down .............................$24,995ra

FXDF Fat Bob ........................................ Lay off the burgers, Bob! ............................$25,495ra

FLD Dyna Switchback .......................... Dress up, dress down ..................................$26,250ra

FLS Softail Slim .................................... Slim, yet PH fat! ...........................................$26,495ra

FLSS Softail Slim ................................. 110ci of S-series grunt .................................$28,995ra

FLSTFB Fat Boy Lo ............................... Low bruiser ...................................................$28,750ra

FLSTF Fat Boy ...................................... Big bruiser .....................................................$29,250ra

FLSTFBS Fat Boy S .............................. 110ci of S-series grunt .................................$31,495ra

FLSTN Softail Deluxe .......................... Classy dude ..................................................$29,250ra

FXSB Breakout ..................................... Urban street styling .....................................$29,750ra

FLSTC Heritage S’tail Classic ............. Visually beautiful ..........................................$32,250ra

FLHRC Road King Classic ................... Be the king ....................................................$32,495ra

FLHXS Street Glide Special ................ The original bagger  ....................................$34,995ra 

FLTRXS Road Glide Special................ Dynamic, fi xed-fairing tourer .....................$34,750ra

FLHTK Ultra Limited ............................ A Hogburger with the lot ............................$38,250ra

HONDA www.honda.com.au
Road

CB125E .................................................. Cheap commuter ........................................$2199+orc

CB300FA................................................ 250cc weight, 300cc power .......................$5699+orc 

CBR300 .................................................. Big H attacks the Ninja 300 ........................$4999+orc

CBR300 ABS ......................................... The anti-lock brake option .........................$5499+orc

CBR300R ............................................... Special edition .............................................$5199+orc

CBR300R ............................................... Special edition ABS ....................................$5699+orc

CB400A ABS  ........................................ Bulletproof ...................................................

$9999+orc

CBR500R ............................................... Sporty little twin ..........................................$7499+orc 

CBR500R ABS ....................................... ABS option ...................................................$7999+orc

CB500F ABS.......................................... Sweet as .......................................................$7499+orc

CB650F ABS .......................................... New naked four ...........................................$9999+orc

CBR600RR ............................................. Versatile supersport .................................$14,390+orc

CBR650F ABS ....................................... Mid-ranger with torque ...........................$10,599+orc

CTX700DA ............................................ Dual Clutch Transmission ........................$10,899+orc

NC750SA ABS ...................................... The most practical naked bike?.................$8899+orc
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VFR800 .................................................. Tried and true package ............................. $14,699+orc

VFR800X Crossrunner ......................... Sports-tourer goes all-rounder ............... $16,299+orc

CBR1000RR ........................................... Ride what Casey rides .............................. $16,999+orc

CBR1000RR ABS .................................. Blade with braking backup ...................... $16,899+orc

VFR1200F ABS ..................................... For the tech heads ..................................... $16,999+orc

GL1800B F6B ........................................ Stripped Wing ............................................ $25,999+orc

GL1800 Goldwing Luxury ...................  The ultimate luxury tourer ...................... $36,299+orc

Cruiser

VT400 .................................................... Classic-styled LAM ...................................... $9399+orc

CTX700N ABS ...................................... A bike for everything ................................... $9499+orc

VT750C Shadow .................................. Classic appeal .............................................$11,749+orc

CTX1300 ................................................ V4 cruiser with unique style .................... $18,499+orc

VT1300CX Fury .................................... Chopped dragster ..................................... $15,599+orc

GL1800C F6C Valkyrie ......................... Valkyrie returns with muscle ................... $20,199+orc

Adv Touring

CB500X ABS ......................................... Adventure sports ......................................... $7599+orc

VFR1200X Crosstourer ABS ............... Smooth and comfy all-roader ..................$17,499+orc

Scooter

Dio 110 ................................................... New kid in town ........................................... $2699+orc

PCX150 .................................................. Stylish and practical .................................... $4299+orc

NSS300 Forza ....................................... Sporty and fl exible ....................................... $7099+orc

HYOSUNG www.hyosung.com.au
Road

GT250 .................................................... Great beginner ............................................. $2990+orc

GT650 .................................................... Naked value and style ..................................$5190+orc

GT650R .................................................. Easy, sporty, affordable ............................... $5490+orc

Cruiser

GV250 Aquila ........................................ Little cutie ...................................................... $3990+orc

GV650C Aquila Classic ........................ LAMS value .................................................. $6490+orc

INDIAN MOTORCYCLE www.indianmotorcycle.com.au
Cruiser

Scout Sixy ............................................. Entry-level 1000cc version ............................ $17,995ra

Scout ..................................................... Classic name, ultra-modern machine .........$19,995ra 

Chief Dark Horse .................................. Lots of attitude ................................................ $27,995ra

Chief ...................................................... Leading the tribe back! ................................. $28,995ra

Chief Vintage ........................................ Signature heritage aesthetic ....................... $31,995ra

Chieftain ................................................ First Indian tourer/bagger ............................ $35,995ra

Roadmaster .......................................... Full-dress tourer ............................................ $39,995ra

KAWASAKI www.kawasaki.com.au
Road

Z250SL .................................................. New LAMS model ....................................... $5299+orc

Z250SLA ................................................ New LAMS with ABS................................... $5599+orc

Z300 ABS .............................................. Ninja turned streetfi ghter ........................... $5999+orc

Ninja 300 ............................................... Even better again! ........................................ $5799+orc

Ninja 300 SE ......................................... Tastes like lime ............................................. $5999+orc

Ninja 300 SE ABS................................. 30th Anniversary edition ............................. $6399+orc 

ER-6n/nL ABS ....................................... Quirky ............................................................ $9499+orc

Ninja 650/L ABS ................................... Mid-sized gem .............................................. $9999+orc

Ninja ZX-6R (599) ................................. Striking ....................................................... $14,999+orc 

Ninja ZX-6R ABS (636) SE .................. Bigger, gruntier, prettier ........................... $16,649+orc 

Z800 ABS .............................................. Sharper ....................................................... $12,999+orc

Z1000 ABS SE....................................... Special edition, 2016 model..................... $15,499+orc

Ninja 1000 ABS  ................................... A sword with soul ..................................... $15,999+orc

Ninja ZX-10R ABS SE  ......................... 2015 special edition .................................. $19,999+orc

Ninja ZX-10R ABS ................................ 30th Anniversary model ........................... $20,699+orc 

Ninja ZX-10R ......................................... More of everything in 2016 ..................................$TBA

Ninja ZX-10R  ........................................ KRT Replica non ABS ...............................$22,000+orc

Ninja ZX-10R ABS ................................ 2016 Model  ...............................................$23,000+orc

Ninja ZX-10R ABS ................................ KRT ABS Replica .......................................$23,200+orc

Ninja H2 ................................................ Supercharged superbike ..........................$33,000+orc

1400GTR ABS ....................................... Transcontinental ........................................ $24,999+orc

Ninja ZX-14R ABS  ............................... Consumate big sports-tourer .................. $19,999+orc

Ninja ZX-14R ABS SE Öhlins .............. Brembo, Ohlins ......................................... $22,099+orc

Cruiser

Vulcan S ................................................ LAMS cruisin’ ............................................... $9999+orc

Vulcan S ABS Café ............................... New café style model for 2016 .................$10,199+orc

Vulcan 900 Classic SE ......................... Classically glamorous .............................. $12,499+orc

Vulcan 900 Custom .............................. Sleek-looking mid-weight ........................ $12,499+orc

Vulcan 1700 Classic ABS ..................... Great blank canvas ................................... $19,999+orc

Vulcan 1700 Vaquero ABS................... Go to the dark side .................................... $24,499+orc

Adv Touring

KLR650 .................................................. Bargain with a capital B .............................. $8099+orc

Versys 650 ABS .................................... Appealing all-rounder ...............................$10,199+orc

Versys 650L ABS .................................. LAMS model ...............................................$10,199+orc 

Versys 1000 .......................................... Bitumen burner ......................................... $15,999+orc

KTM www.ktm.com.au
Road

390 Duke ............................................... Z300 beater? ................................................. $7295+orc

390 RC ................................................... Light, sharp, LAMS sports bike .................. $8295+orc

690 Duke R ............................................ The sportier motard .................................. $14,495+orc

1190 RC8 R ............................................ The orange fl ash ....................................... $25,995+orc

1290 Super Duke R .............................. Ballsy streetfi ghter .................................... $24,995+orc

Adv Touring

690 Enduro R ........................................ Extreme riders only .................................. $14,695+orc

1050 Adventure .................................... Adventure stripped bare ...........................$17,995+orc

Kawasaki has had some extensive updates for 2016 with a number of price 
changes as shown. The W800, Vulcan 1700 Nomad and Vulcan 1700 Voyager 
have been removed from the line-up, and the Vulcan S Café has been added. 
Some other notable additions are the two new ZX-10R Kawasaki Racing 
Team (KRT) replica models. The KRT ABS replica (pictured) is $23,200+orc

Some models in the Indian range have had slight price increases for 2016 
including the Scout, Chief Dark Horse, Chief Vintage and the pictured 
Roadmaster, which is now $39,995ra
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1190 Adventure ..................................... High-tech adventurer ..............................$23,995+orc 

1190 Adventure R ................................. Add more adventure ..............................$24,995+orc

1290 Super Adventure ........................ The ultimate Adventure .........................$26,995+orc

KYMCO www.kymco.com.au
Scooter

Like 125 ................................................. Fall in love ...................................................$2690+orc

Super 8 125 ........................................... Cool jigger ...................................................$2690+orc

Like 200 ................................................. Classic performer .......................................$3090+orc

LARO www.laro.com.au
Road

V Retro 250 ........................................... DT250 clone ................................................$2990+orc

Cruiser

Cruiser 250 ............................................ Learner’s ride ..............................................$3999+orc

MEGELLI www.megelli.com
Road

250S ....................................................... Nice looker ..................................................$4250+orc

250R ....................................................... Italian styling ..............................................$4850+orc

250SE..................................................... Sportsbike handling ..................................$5650+orc

MERCURY www.mercurycaferacer.com
Road

Cafe Racer ............................................. Cool 250cc street racer .......................................$TBA

MOTO GUZZI www.motoguzzi.com.au
Moto Guzzi prices are maximum recommended advertised ride-away price. 

Road

V7 Stone II ............................................. Minimalist retro ...........................................$14,000ra

V7 Special II .......................................... Faithful to the original V7 ........................... $14,500ra

V7 Racer SE .......................................... Limited edition marvel ................................$17,000ra

1200 Sport 4V SE ................................. Grunter ......................................................... $19,400ra

Griso 1200 8V ....................................... Grand slam ..................................................$21,500ra

Adv Touring

Stelvio 1200 8V NTX ABS ................... Big brute .......................................................$23,500ra

Cruiser

California 1400 Custom ....................... Kalifornia attitude ........................................$23,000ra

California Audace................................. Old school style ...........................................$23,500ra

California Eldorado .............................. Blast from the past ......................................$24,000ra

California 1400 Touring ........................ All a Cali should be .....................................$26,000ra

California Touring SE ........................... Special Edition .............................................$26,500ra

MV AGUSTA www.mvagustaimports.com.au
All MV Agusta prices are ride-away.

Road

Brutale 675 EAS ................................... Bit of oomph at a good price ..................... $15,799ra

F3 675 .................................................... Sweet ............................................................ $18,699ra

F3 675 RC .............................................. Beauty replicated ........................................ $20,999ra

Brutale 800 EAS ................................... More power ..................................................$17,699ra

Brutale 800 RR ...................................... More power, more handling ..................... $19,999ra

F3 800 .................................................... Track performance ...................................... $19,999ra

F3 800 RC .............................................. Beauty replicated ........................................ $23,490ra

Stradale 800 ......................................... An all-round MV .......................................... $19,999ra

Turismo Veloce 800 .............................. All-roader with the MV edge ..................... $20,499ra

Turismo Veloca 800 Lusso .................. Up-spec all-roader ...................................... $23,499ra

Brutale 800 Dragster ........................... Nanananana Batman! ................................ $20,499ra

Brutale 800 Dragster RR ..................... Batman meets Gucci .................................. $22,999ra

F4 1000 .................................................. Beauty and the beast within ...................... $24,499ra

F4 1000 RR ............................................ Exotic weapon ............................................. $33,999ra

F4 RC ..................................................... The ultimate F4............................................ $55,880ra

Brutale 1090 .......................................... More charm ..................................................$17,990ra

Brutale RR 1090 .................................... Unleash the brute within ........................... $22,999ra

Brutale 1090 Corsa ............................... Top jock..........................................................$27,999ra

PGO www.motorsportimporters.com.au
Scooter

Ligero 50 ............................................... Good, little package ................................... $1990+orc

Ligero 150 ............................................. Good, small package .................................$3290+orc

X-Hot ..................................................... It’s a hottie ...................................................$3990+orc

Gmax ..................................................... Go to the max .............................................$4700+orc

PIAGGIO www.piaggio.com.au
Scooter

Typhoon 125 ......................................... Blow you away ...........................................$2890+orc

Fly 150ie ................................................ Buzz around the city ..................................$3490+orc

Liberty 150ie ......................................... Big wheel freedom ....................................$3990+orc

Beverly 350 ........................................... Higher performance ..................................$7990+orc

Yourban 300 ......................................... Leaning three-wheeler ..............................$9490+orc

X10 350 Executive .................................New on the block ........................................

$9490+orc

X10 500...................................................Big features .............................................$10,990+orc

ROYAL ENFIELD www.royalenfi eldaustralia.com
Road

B5 Bullet 500 ........................................ Fire your guns ................................................ $7490ra

C5 Classic 500 ...................................... Individual style ............................................... $7790ra

GT Continental ..................................... Cafe racer like they used to be ..................... $8590ra

C5 Classic Chrome ............................... In Chrome ....................................................... $7750ra

SUZUKI www.suzukimotorcycles.com.au
Road

Inazuma 250 ......................................... Let your inner zoomer out ........................$4990+orc

TU250XL3 ............................................. Retro learner ...............................................$5990+orc

DR-Z400SM .......................................... Everyday motard .......................................$8990+orc

SFV650/LAMS ...................................... Commuting and fun duties.......................$9990+orc

GSX650F/LAMS ................................... Silky smooth ............................................$10,490+orc

GSX-R600 ............................................. Angry bee.................................................$14,990+orc

GSR750 ................................................. Naked cracker ..........................................$10,790+orc

GSX-R750 ............................................. The legend continues .............................$15,990+orc

GSX-R1000 ........................................... Even lighter and faster ...........................$18,490+orc

GSX-S1000 ........................................... The mighty R strips naked .....................$14,990+orc

GSX-S1000F ......................................... Sports-tourer meets superbike .............$15,790+orc

GSF1250S Bandit ABS ........................ Long-distance ease .................................$12,990+orc

GSX1250FA .......................................... A little bit of everything ..........................$14,990+orc

GSX1300R Hayabusa .......................... Soar like an eagle ....................................$19,290+orc

Cruiser

VL250 Intruder ...................................... Bang that drum ..........................................$6690+orc

LS650 Boulevard S40 .......................... Big single cylinder .....................................$7990+orc 

VL800 C50T ........................................... All-new class ............................................$10,990+orc

VL1500 C90T ......................................... Bad boy ....................................................$15,490+orc

VLR1800T C109RT ................................ Now as a tourer .......................................$18,990+orc

The Kymco range appears to have go� en a bit smaller for 2016. The line-
up now consists of three scooter models only. The three models have 
gone down in price, with the Like 200i now available for $3090+orc
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VZR1800 M109R................................... Beaut and brutal........................................ $18,990+orc

VZR1800 M109R ................................... Black edition .............................................. $19,490+orc

Adv Touring

DL650 V-Strom ..................................... Deservedly a big seller ............................. $10,290+orc

DL650 V-Strom LAMS  ......................... Learner approved model ..........................$11,290+orc

DL650 V-Strom XT................................ Re-styled and updated for 2015 ...............$11,490+orc

DL650 V-Strom XT LAMS .................... Learner approved ...................................... $10,990+orc

DL1000 V-Strom ................................... Powerfully competent .............................. $15,490+orc

Scooter

UK110 Address ..................................... New city slicker ............................................ $2490+orc

AN200A Burgman 200 ABS ............... The smallest city burger ............................. $5490+orc

AN650A Burgman ABS ....................... A maxi to tour on ...................................... $13,590+orc

SWM  www.mojomotorcycles.com.au
Adventure

RS 650 R ................................................ Enduro basis for adventure build .............. $8990+orc

SYM  www.scoota.com.au
Scooter

Classic 150 ............................................ Noble ride ......................................................$3199+orc

VS 150 ................................................... Branch away ................................................. $3549+orc

Symphony 150 ..................................... Sporty big wheeler ...................................... $3399+orc

HD Evo 200 ........................................... Whacko! .........................................................$5199+orc

CityCom 300i ........................................ Practical and competitive ............................ $6099+orc 

Firenze 300 ............................................ Full of features ...............................................$6199+orc

MaxSym 400i ....................................... Ride-away price ............................................ $8449+orc

TGB www.tgbscooters.com.au
Scooter

Bellavita 125 ......................................... Very chic ........................................................ $3990+orc 

X-Race 150 ............................................ You’ll need knee sliders .............................. $2590+orc

Bullet 150 .............................................. Small-calibre projectile ............................... $3390+orc

Xmotion 300 ......................................... Smooth mover ............................................. $4990+orc

Bellavita 300i ........................................ Very chic, and bigger ................................... $5490+orc

TORINO www.torinomotorcycles.com.au
Torino ride-away prices are mostly Sydney-based and may vary elsewhere.

Cruiser

Veloce 250 ............................................. American styled ................................................$4695ra

Titan 250 ............................................... Chop chop ..............................................................$TBA

Scooter

Galetta Retro ......................................... Plenty of features ..............................................$2195ra

Aero Sport ............................................ Cut the wind ......................................................$2195ra

Famosa  ................................................. City chic ..............................................................$2395ra

Messina Classic .................................... New retro (Vespa) beauty ................................$3495ra

TRIUMPH www.triumphmotorcycles.com.au
Road

Street Triple 660 LAMS ........................ Learner-legal thrills ................................... $12,490+orc 

Street Triple 675 ABS ........................... Streets ahead ............................................. $13,990+orc 

Street Triple 675 R ABS ........................ Even further ahead ................................... $14,999+orc

Street Triple RX SE ............................... Inspired by the Daytona 675 .................... $16,990+orc 

Daytona 675 ABS ................................. Supersport gem ........................................ $16,990+orc 

Daytona 675R ABS............................... Track day heaven ...................................... $12,490+orc

Speed Twin ............................................ The new retro benchmark ....................................$TBA

Bonneville ............................................. Last of the air-cooled ................................ $12,490+orc

Bonneville ............................................. As above, but two-tone ............................ $12,990+orc

Bonneville T100 Black .......................... Livin’ in the ’70s ........................................ $14,250+orc

Bonneville T100 A2 ............................... Nostalgia rules .......................................... $14,250+orc

Bonneville T100 SE .............................. Special edition ................................................$14,990ra

Bonneville Newchurch SE .................. Special edition ........................................... $12,990+orc

Bonneville T214 Land Speed LE ......... Special edition ........................................... $14,490+orc

Bonneville Spirit SE ............................. Special edition ........................................... $13,990+orc

Bonneville T120 .................................... All-new liquid-cooled Bonnie ..............................$TBA

Scrambler ............................................. Still air-cooled ............................................ $14,390+orc

Scrambler ............................................. Two  tone.................................................... $14,990+orc 

Thruxton ............................................... Last of the air-cooled ones ....................... $14,390+orc

Thruxton Ace SE .................................. Ace Café special edition ........................... $14,990+orc 

Thruxton ............................................... Bigger, faster, liquid-cooled .................................$TBA

Thruxton R ............................................ As above but enhanced .......................................$TBA

Speed Triple ABS .................................. It’s a gem .................................................... $19,990+orc

Speed Triple SE 94 ............................... Anniversary homage ................................ $20,490+orc

Speed Triple S ....................................... New for 2016 ..........................................................$TBA

Speed Triple R ABS .............................. Sex on wheels  ...........................................$17,490+orc

Speed Triple R SE 94 ............................ Anniversary homage ................................ $20,490+orc 

Trophy SE.............................................. Superb tourer .............................................$27,990+orc

Cruiser

America  ................................................ Easy urban rider ........................................ $20,990+orc

Speed Master ....................................... All round goodness .................................. $22,490+orc 

Thunderbird ABS ................................. Aptly named fl yer ..........................................$19,990ra

Triumph’s Thunderbird Storm and the Thunderbird Commander 
Two-Tone are both available in 2016 spec now. The Storm will cost you 
$22,990+orc while the Commander has been priced at $23,990+orc

 Triumph has released the Street Triple Rx Special Edition again for 2016. The 
original Rx SE was launched in 2014 and has proven popular enough for them to 
re-release this year. You can pick one up from dealerships for $14,990+orc
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Thunderbird ABS TT ............................ Two-tone paint .............................................$19,990ra

Thunderbird Storm ABS ..................... Thunderous .............................................$22,990+orc

Thunderbird Nightstorm .................... The dark and stormy one .......................$22,990+orc

Thunderbird Commander .................. The bigger, tougher T-bird ......................$21,990+orc

Thunderbird Commander TT .............. Two-tone paint ........................................$23,990+orc 

Thunderbird LT ..................................... T-bird goes touring ..................................$23,990+orc

Thunderbird LT TT ................................ Two-tone paint ........................................$22,490+orc 

Rocket III Roadster ABS ....................... What’s not to love about 2300cc? .........$24,490+orc

Rocket X ................................................ Bad to the bone .......................................$23,490+orc 

Rocket III Touring ABS .......................... Reasonably easy to ride .........................$23,490+orc

Adv Touring

Tiger 800 XR ......................................... Great all-rounder .....................................$15,090+orc

Tiger 800 XRx Low .............................. Lowered seat height ...............................$16,850+orc

Tiger 800 XRx ....................................... Hi-tech all-rounder ..................................$16,850+orc

Tiger 800 XRT ....................................... Equipped for touring .............................. $18,150+orc

Tiger 800 XC ......................................... The more hardcore Tiger........................$16,590+orc

Tiger 800 XCx Low .............................. Lowered seat height ................................$17,950+orc

Tiger 800 XCx ....................................... Hi-tech and hardcore ...............................$17,950+orc

Tiger 800 XCA ...................................... Equipped for adventure ......................... $19,750+orc

Tiger 1050 Sport ABS .......................... More growl for the road .........................$15,990+orc

Tiger Explorer 1200 ............................. True adventure-tourer ............................$20,490+orc

Tiger Explorer Wire Wheels ................ The tougher version ...............................$20,990+orc

URAL www.imz-ural.com.au
Road

T ............................................................. Cult status outfi t ......................................$20,340+orc

cT ........................................................... Lower stance, better handling ...............$20,340+orc

Retro ...................................................... The classic of classics ............................. $23,410+orc

Tourist .................................................... Sidecar touring in classic elegance ......$22,500+orc

Adv Touring

Ranger ................................................... The tougher option .................................$23,420+orc

VESPA www.vespa.com.au
Scooter

Primavera LX125 3-Valve .................... For the designer in you .............................$5590+orc

Primavera LX150 3-Valve .................... With a bit more oomph .............................$6290+orc

PX150 .................................................... The purist’s ride ..........................................$6490+orc

PX150 Touring ....................................... Touring edition ...........................................$6790+orc

Sprint 150ie 3V ..................................... Sporty looks ................................................$6590+orc 

GTS150ie 3V ......................................... Practical .......................................................$6590+orc 

GTS250ie FL ......................................... Style in a great package ............................$7890+orc 

GTS300 Super FL ABS ........................ Vroom vroom ............................................. $9190+orc

GTS300 Super Sport FL ...................... Sportier style ..............................................$9490+orc

946 Bellissima ...................................... Limited stock ............................................$12,990+orc 

VICTORY www.victorymotorcycles.com.au
All Victory prices are ride-away.

Cruiser

Vegas 8 Ball .......................................... Sink the 8-ball .............................................. $21,995ra

High-Ball ............................................... Ol’ skool cool ............................................... $22,495ra

Hammer 8 Ball ..................................... Hammer that 8-ball ..................................... $22,995ra

Judge ..................................................... A younger Victory ....................................... $23,995ra

Gunner .................................................. Very cool bobber ......................................... $22,495ra

Hammer S ............................................. Hammer it! ................................................... $23,995ra

Jackpot .................................................. Showroom custom ..................................... $24,995ra

Cross Country ...................................... Comfortable touring ................................... $28,995ra

Cross Country Tour .............................. Ultra-comfortable touring .......................... $30,995ra

Magnum ............................................... Cross country bling .................................... $30,995ra 

Vision Tour............................................. Space age looks .......................................... $33,995ra

VIPER www.urbanmotoimports.com.au
Cruiser

Black Diamond ..................................... 2500cc of raw grunt ................................$54,990+orc

Diamondback ....................................... Cruising superpower ..............................$54,990+orc

YAMAHA www.yamaha-motor.com.au
Road

YZF-R15 V2.0 ......................................... New version 2.0 .........................................$4299+orc

YZF-R3 ................................................... Race-replica for learners ...........................$6099+orc

SR400 .................................................... The classic single .......................................$7999+orc

XJ6NL .................................................... Sweet 600, LAMS approved ......................... $9799ra

FZ6R ....................................................... Full fairing, LAMS model .............................. $9999ra

FZ6R SP ................................................. Special edition ......................................... $10,499+orc

YZF-R6 ................................................... WSS champ .............................................$15,999+orc

MT-03 ..................................................... Torquey LAMS single ................................$9999+orc 

MT-07LA ................................................ Learner legal thriller...................................$9599+orc 

MT-07HO ............................................... Full-size, full-power twin ...........................$9999+orc

MT-09 ..................................................... Three-cylinder thriller ..............................$11,299+orc 

MT-09 ABS ............................................ ABS option ................................................$11,799+orc 

MT-09 Tracer .......................................... Loony tours! ............................................ $14,999+orc

FZ1N ...................................................... Ready for anything .................................$15,699+orc

FZ1S ....................................................... With protection........................................$16,499+orc

YZF-R1 ................................................... Rossi’s roadbike? .....................................$23,499+orc

YZF-R1M ................................................ No, this one’s Rossi’s roadbike! .............$29,999+orc

XJR1300 ................................................ Refi ned cool .............................................$13,999+orc

FJR1300A .............................................. Sophisticated, sporty tourer ..................$24,999+orc

FJR1300E ............................................... Electronic suspension ............................$26,999+orc

Cruiser

XV250 Virago ........................................ Great small package ..................................$6499+orc

XVS650 Custom ................................... Popular custom ....................................... $10,499+orc

XVS650A Classic .................................. And as a classic ....................................... $10,990+orc

XVS950A ............................................... Mighty mid-ranger ..................................$13,999+orc

XVS950CU Bolt .................................... A younger, hipper cruiser .......................$11,999+orc

XVS950CUSP Bolt ............................... R-Spec with better shocks ......................$12,499+orc

XVS950CR Star Bolt Café ................... Clip-on capers..........................................$12,699+orc

XVS1300A ............................................. The pick of the bunch .............................$15,999+orc

XVS1300AT Tourer ............................... With more features .................................$18,299+orc

XVS1300 Stryker .................................. Mean looking chopper ........................... $14,999+orc 

XVS1300 Stryker Special .................... Matte grey ................................................$15,999+orc 

XV1900A Roadliner ............................. Art Deco piece .........................................$21,499+orc

XV1900AT Star Tourer ......................... Art with fl air .............................................$24,099+orc

VMAX .................................................... Big, angry animal ....................................$31,299+orc

Adv Touring

XT250R .................................................. New fuel-injected model ...........................$6299+orc

XT660Z Ténéré ...................................... Freedom machine ....................................... $13,999ra

XT1200Z Super Ténéré ........................ Leisurely rider ...............................................$19,990ra

XT1200ZOE Super Ténéré ................... Outback edition .......................................$21,890+orc

XT1200ZE Super Ténéré ...................... Electric suspension .................................$21,999+orc

Scooter

XC115 D’elight ...................................... Your newest little friend ............................$3399+orc

YW125 ................................................... BW’s .............................................................$3399+orc

GDP125A NMax ................................... New edition to the MAX range ................$3999+orc

MW 125 Tricity ...................................... Three-wheeled leaner ...............................$4299+orc 

MW125 Tricity ABS ............................... Three-wheeler with ABS ...........................$4699+orc

TMAX 530 ............................................. Maxi now with LED lights etc ................$13,499+orc

TMAX 530 Iron Max ............................ Mad maxi .................................................$13,799+orc

Most of the Victory range has had price rises for 2016 but the Hammer S 
and Jackpot are still the same, with the Hammer S costing $23,995ra
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12 ISSUES OF AUSTRALIAN ROAD RIDER — VALUE $119.40

+ RETROBIKE MAGAZINE ISSUE 18—VALUE $11.95

+ FREE MICROFIBRE KEYRING GIFT—VALUE $9.95

TOTAL VALUE $141.30

SAVE $$ OFF 
AUSTRALIAN ROAD 

RIDER SUBSCRIPTION

FOR ONLY $89.95

FREE RETROBIKE MAGAZINE + GIFT

CALL 1300 303 414 OR VISIT UNIVERSALSHOP.COM.AU



SAVE 
$51.35

CALL NOW 1300 303 414 (cost of a
local call) and quote the code C/RR123
FAX NOW (02) 9805 0714
SEND COUPON NOW
Subscriptions Department
Reply Paid 75687
North Ryde NSW 1670

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms  First name:
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Address:
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Email:
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TO RECEIVE THIS OFFER, PLEASE QUOTE THE CODE: 
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FOR U.S ADVERTISERS PLEASE CALL STACEY

9 2 5  2 9 2  9 4 7 0   m a r k e t s a s @ g m a i l . c o m
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PHONE OR FAX ORDERS TO: Precision Shims
Tel: (03) 9723 0199 Fax: (03) 9723 2759

Email: chris@precisionshims.com.au
www.precisionshims.com.au

A manufacture of shims for the adjustment of 
inlet and exhaust valve clearances.

Range of sizes available from 7.0mm - 40.0mm diameter.
Priced from $5.50 each inc. GST.

Incremental steps of .02mm or .05mm available.
Kits available including .02 & .05 increments.

PRECISION SHIMS AUSTRALIA

Customising 

SHEEPSKIN SEAT COVERS 
for over 20 years

LUXURY COMFORT  & PROTECTION
FOR YOU AND YOUR SEAT

49 Queen Street, Berry NSW 2535
PH: 02 4464 2081 Fax: 02 4464 3344 www.goodwool.com.au
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AUSTRALIA'S NO.1 MOTORCYCLE TOURING WEBSITE!
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FOR GREAT 
PLACES TO 
STAY CHECK 

OUT OUR
BIKE 

FRIENDLY
ACCOMMODATION

PAGE 131

‘HANDMADE, TAILORED, HIGH QUALITY
SHEEPSKINS TO FIT MOST BIKES.’

Email: info@cruisncomfort.com
Mobile: 0410 786373

Web: www.cruisncomfort.com

Huge
stock for 
all models
post 1970. 

we go the extra mile

Fast, competitive international shipping

+44 (0)1484 840 379 • www.motorworks.co.uk
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AUSTRALIA'S NO.1 MOTORCYCLE TOURING WEBSITE!
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TO ADVERTISETO ADVERTISE
ININ

LL JARRYD MULLER ONALL JARRYD MULLER ON
(02) 9887 0393(02) 9887 0393

Find us on
Facebook

www.eaglescreens.com.au 

www.LDComfort.com

The Toughest riders ride
Even Farther in LDComfort.

The Original Motorcyclist
Undergarments.

The only undergarment
with a DUAL LAYER fabric

to keep you drier.

LDComfort Riding Shorts,
Tops,Tights and more.

GettingTo the Bottom of Rider Comfort since 1999.

From May 31 to June 14. $8700 (USD) gets you 3 Star Accommodations, a sporty bike to ride the course and the 
island, ferry tickets, local guides, insider access and a lifetime of stories. Book early at  leodescapes.com.

MOTORCYCLE SHOCKY REPAIRS

Specialising ONLY in 
REPAIRING

MOTORCYCLE
SHOCKS! &

HARDCHROMING
FORK LEGS

95% of all motorcycle shocks are rebuildable, sealed units
or not. Our guaranteed quality workmanship and parts are 
recognised by over 400 motorcycle dealers Australia wide.

Unit 103/49 Station Rd,
Yeerongpilly QLD, 4105

(07) 3892 6493
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App your fingertips.
(remove your gloves first)

Available now for 
digital download

ADRIATIC MOTO TOURS 85

AIRHAWK GUY AUSTRALIA 105

ANDY STRAPZ 99

APSLEY ARMS HOTEL 131

AUSSIEMOTO PTY LTD 41

B M MOTORCYCLES 53

BELLBIRD CREEK CAFE 131

BOMBALA COUNCIL 105

CRUIS ‘N’ COMFORT 141

DRAGGIN JEANS 53

DUCATI 9

EAGLE SCREENS 142

EAGLERIDER SF 141

EARMOLD AUSTRALIA 41

GET ROUTED AUSTRALIA 65

GOOD WOOL STORE PTY LTD 140

HEARLINK 107

INDIAN MOTORCYCLES 27

INNOTESCO PTY LTD 21

JOHN SAMPLE AUTOMOTIVE 15

KENMA AGENCIES (NSW) LTD 29

KIWI KEN’S TOURS 89

KTM SPORTS MOTORCYCLES PTY LTD 2&3

LD COMFORT.COM 142

LEOD MOTORCYCLE ESCAPES 142

LINK INTERNATIONAL PTY LTD 147

MALLACOOTA HOTEL MOTEL 131

MCLEOD ACCESSORIES 23

MCLEOD ACCESSORIES 43

MICHELIN 57

MOTO NATIONAL ACCESSORIES 25

MOTORCYCLE ADVENTURE PRODUCTS 115

MOTORCYCLE RENTAL CO - NZ 89

MOTORWORKS 141

NAXSAX 140

NEW ENGLAND INSURANCE BROKERS 21

PARADISE MOTORCYCLE TOURS 85

POSTIE BIKE CHALLENGE 87

PRECISION SHIMS AUSTRALIA 140

PROVEN PRODUCTS 115

QBE INSURANCE 148

RAD GUARD AUSTRALIA 105

RAD MOTORCYCLE SHOCKY REPAIRS 142

REDD DOG 141

RON ANGEL WHOLESALE PTY LTD. 39

ROUTE 66 TOURS 87

SA OUTBACK MOTORCYCLE TOURS 107

SHANNONS 4&5

SNOW GOOSE HOTEL MOTEL 131

SOUTH PACIFIC M/CYCLE TOURS 89

SUZUKI 17

SUZUKI 19

THE ELMS MOTOR INN 131

THE GLOBE HOTEL 131

TOURATECH 97

TRIDON 10

TYREPLIERS ENGINEERING 115

WALCHA ROYAL CAFE 131

WORLD ON WHEELS 85

WORLD ON WHEELS 105

YAMAHA MOTORS 11

ZENITH MOTORCYCLE TOURS 107

ADVERTISERS INDEX
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AU2 15 (Vol 7 No )
Aus $9 95* NZ $9 95

both n l GS )

DAYS IN THE SADDLE: AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND

PLUS: SECOND-HAND ROSE SUZUKI C50|MYSTERY TRIKE APPEARS|AND MORE STUFF!

2015

NZ IRON
RUN

� TRIUMPH NIGHTSTORM
� VICTORY MAGNUM X1

BREAKING COVER

� MOTO GUZZI
CALIFORNIA TOURING

� HARLEY DAVIDSON
FAT BOB

� SUZUKI C90

NEW BIKES
TESTED

NZ IRON RUN, ULYSSES AGM
BANKSTOWN CUSTOM MOTORCYCLE
SHOW, A COUPLE OF DAYS IN THE
SADDLE, & STAYING UPRIGHT

ON THE ROAD

LATEST & BEST 
MAGAZINE OFFERS

DELIVERED TO YOUR INBOX

SIGN-UP TO ROAD RIDER ENEWS. VISIT ROADRIDER.COM.AU/SIGN-UP

Get top bikes, the latest news and the long, 
open road + the best motorcycle magazine deals 

delivered direct to your inbox.
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FEAR AND REGRET

With the growing popularity
of the present-day 
adventure tourer, it is 
diffi  cult to understand 

why the original concept took so long to gain 
acceptance. Go back in time about a quarter 
of a century and Yamaha was dominating 
Dakar with the 750cc, 10-valve parallel-twin 
Super Ténéré. It then released the new Ténéré 
Domestic Model TDM850 in 1991 — a road-
biased, direct derivative of the race bike and 
the original adventure tourer. This machine 
came a full 12 years before Ducati’s fi rst 
Multistrada. Although the TDM’s a� ributes 
were praised, the bike’s adventure styling was 
ridiculed by the press, referred to as “mixed up 
or a white elephant” and its off -road DNA was 
largely unexplored.

In 1996 the TDM had a mild upgrade in 
appearance and a re-phased 270-degree 
crank which has been widely adopted today. 
A sports-tourer was also released as the 
TRX850 and won multiple Bike of the Year 
awards and was then discontinued. In 2001 
the TDM’s engine was increased to 900cc, 
gained fuel injection, a six-speed gearbox, an 
improved lighter frame and a wind tunnel-
designed fairing. Sadly somewhat overlooked 
in Australia, the bike still became one of the 
most popular and best-selling models in the 
whole of Europe and a� er 24 years it can be 
bought today virtually unchanged. 

How would this “mixed-up marvel” 
which the press continues to call the TDM 
compare with the modern-day middle-weight 
adventure sports-tourers? At 193kg dry weight 
it is lighter than most. It has more torque 
at lower rpm than all the others including 
the new “Massive Torque” Tracer. It has 
superior economy and range — 500km on 
a 20-litre tank is not uncommon — and the 
purchase price is substantially less than all 

the 800-900cc rivals. Maintenance is simple
and aff ordable, and on a TDM performance 
upgrades can be tuned to suit via the trip 
computer. With 24 years of proven reliability 
and excellent durability, the TDM has surely 
stood the test of time.

In my youth I had an ambition to race 
but lacked the budget. I still have that 
ambition but now lack the youth. A� er 56 
years of motorcycling I have been privileged 
to either own or ride just about everything 
from 50cc step-throughs to 200-horsepower-
plus sportsbikes. My main choice of ride 
is obviously my TDM 900, aff ectionately 
referred to as Tidums. We are joined at the 
hip, go everywhere together and are closing 
in on 100,000 faultless kilometres, a lot of 
which have been on dirt. She has shed all 
unnecessary fat, has the normal adventure 
bike accessories and performance upgrades 
plus is shod with Pirelli MT-60 dual-purpose 
tyres. The TDM is a basic, comfortable rider’s 
bike without all the computerised electronic 
wizardry of today’s machines.

The TDM would have to be the most 
under-estimated and arguably the best 
four-stroke parallel-twin to come out of 
Yamaha. Now take a step back further in 
time to the fi rst four-stroke parallel twin to 
come out of Yamaha, the iconic XS650. This 
bike was introduced in 1969 and continued 
in production in one form or another for 
around 15 years. It was the model that 
reputedly saved Yamaha and is another true 
motorcycling testament to time. The XS650 
is just as popular today, with companies 

dedicated to producing retro parts and
performance upgrades and it has a huge 
worldwide owners’ club.

I a� empted to explain to my long-suff ering 
wife of over 45 years that it only seems fi � ing 
Tidums has an aristocratic and cultured 

ancestral heir for a stablemate. So the 
“Duchess”, my mature, beautifully handcra� ed 
XS650 cafe racer took up residence. I only 
take her out on special occasions, and when I 
throw a leg over her I’m transported back in 
time to a nostalgic era from my youth of clip-
ons and rear sets. The ride is as it was then, 
both exhilarating and challenging, although 
you are abruptly made aware of the old girl’s 
disapproval if treated too harshly, but are 
rewarded for the correct input.

At my age you are pre� y much spent a� er 
a few vigorous hours riding a classic, but are 
usually le�  totally satisfi ed. It’s much like 
having an aff air with an older woman — very 
appealing as a teenager, not so hot now I’m a 
senior citizen. So there you have it, my own, 
personal motorcycling step back in time. 

 — DEREK PALMER

THE FORGOTTEN 
GEM

“I only take her out on special occasions, and when I throw 
a leg over her I’m transported back in time to a nostalgic era 
from my youth of clip-ons and rear sets”

r  The Duchess and Tidums

Reflecting on a very different pair of twins
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LAST LOOK

HITS AND MISSES
Remember the Elf 500s of the ’80s and
’90s? The melting pot of Grand Prix racing’s
technical innovations, the Elf 500 was both
good and bad.

Expectations were high when Elf, responsible
for the revolutionary turbo-charged F1 Renault
in its day, sought to expand its development
involvement from four-wheel racing to two.

A� er being involved from the early ’70s in
smaller sponsorship rolls, Elf put in a bigger
eff ort fi nancially and developmentally from
the late ’70s for a decade.

From the angular dustbin fairings
— Gilera CX125 — through to the
swingarm front-end — Yamaha
GTS1000, Bimota Tesi — and
underslung rear shock —
Buell — the influences of the
Elf racer’s innovations have
been brief but impressive.

Then there’s the really beaut
stuff. A carbon-fibre chassis in the mid-’80s that
was never raced, the single-sided swingarm
patent adopted by Honda dubbed Pro-Arm, and
using the engine as the bike’s main frame.

ON THE BIKE
We farewell the BMW
R1200RT, ride Harley’s new
Slim and Fat Bboy, and take a 
blast on Yamaha’s high-output 
MT-07 HO.

RIDE TIME
Hold on tight for an epic 
fi ve-day TransTerra adventure 
ride. We ride for a cause with a 
father and son across Australia 
for charity and explore Canada 
on a BMW F800GS.

TALK TIME
We sit down and talk to Danielle 
Murdoch, young adventurer 
of the year and a woman who 
knows and has experienced a 
thing or two adventure riding 
around the world.

NOT FORGETTING
All the other beaut stuff  and 
regulars you expect to see in 
each and every issue of ARR. 
See you next month!

LOOKING FORWARD
ARR ISSUE 124 ON SALE APRIL 14

 Elf’s wild and wonderful GP racer

Yamaha ’s high-output, 689cc MT-07 HO

While only a few of Elf’s innovations have had 
fl eeting appearances in history, the good ones 
remain and those that didn’t weren’t bad at all.
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