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EDITOR’S NOTE

6

Sitting on a Fortune

Nix Alañon
Editor-in-Chief

MyHome would like to thank Mayor Pie Alavarez for accommodating us during our house shoots in the municipality of San Vicente, Palawan.
Diptyque at Rustan’s Makati, Shangri-La, and Cebu; Essenses Rockwell; and Central Square Boutique
Minotti G/F Units 106-107, Fort Victoria, 5th Ave. corner 23rd St., Bonifacio Global City, Taguig Phone (02) 734 3243 Website livinginnovations.ph
Poliform 219 Nicanor Garcia St., Bel-Air II, Makati Phone (02) 804 2776 Website poliform.it
SMEg Philippines C231, 2nd floor Serendra Bonifacio High Street, Bonifacio Global City, Taguig Phone (632) 856-smeg (7634) Fax (02) 856-4590
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NIX PICKS
1. Oluce Otollo table 

lamp, available  
at Minotti

2. Hour glass home 
diffuser, available  
at Diptyque

3. FAB28RNE1 
black refrigerator 
available at SMEG

4. Concorde table,  
available at Poliform

1

3

G one were the days when my idea of a satisfying 
shopping spree meant cheap-thrill bargain finds, 
many of which I would only get to use once then 

fall apart easily. Nowadays, a week’s worth of shopping 
abroad, for instance, would result in a pair of good 
shoes—albeit pricier than usual—that I would surely get 
to run around in longer. I learned growing up that the 
little things I spend on only accumulate,  
and those that have cost me a little more are the ones that 
I still get to use and enjoy until today.

When it comes to furnishing your home, spending 
more on a few quality pieces also has its own rewards.  
What you should be on the lookout for are investment 
pieces: stylish and quality pieces that look as good today  
as they would many years from now. You should likewise 
be able to tell trendy and timeless designs apart, and think 
long-term in choosing your furnishings.

Furniture is one of the most important investments 
that you should consider in putting together your  
own space. Seen in our cover and Decorate section this 
month are quality furniture from Kuysen Enterprises, the 
country’s leading importer and distributor of premium 
global brands in houseware. Their new line  
of high-end furniture and lighting brands proves there 
are certain pieces that will really grow with you.

In Design Solutions, Silverlens Galleries co-founder  
Isa Lorenzo gives valuable advice in choosing art, and 
sheds light on collecting and investing in art. Homeowner 
and Interior Design school graduate  
Anna Zamora shares with us the value of investing  
in key pieces for the home, as she takes us on a tour  
of her well-appointed abode in our Homes section. 

Investing in your home need not cost a fortune, 
as long as you are familiar with good materials and 
construction. Splurge on prominent pieces, but be more 
restrained in other less noticeable details. Always keep  
in mind that it is not necessary to purchase all your  
furniture pieces in one go. If Rome wasn’t built in a day, then 
neither should your home be. Be patient  
and sensible in sourcing and about where  
your hard-earned money goes. 
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TRENDS

AC+632 2/F Greenbelt 5, Legazpi St., Ayala Center, Makati Phone (02) 758 2564 Email ac632@pldtdsl.net  
KISH 233 N. Garcia St., Bel-Air, Makati Phone (02) 896 8366 Website kish.ph  
The Pietro Collection La Fuerza Compound, 2241 Don Chino Roces Ave., Makati Phone (02) 215 5755, 310 5164 Email thepietrocollection@gmail.com

T he use of reflective accessories like mirror adds drama and 
style to your home. Without requiring you to change much, 
mirrors give off a glamorous appeal and also create the 

illusion of a bigger space. While traditional wall-paneled mirrors are 
still being used by many, reflective accents now come in all forms 
like cabinets, tables, trays and vases. It is best to incorporate them in 
corners that don’t receive enough sunlight,  
as mirrors help illuminate dim areas. 

Make any space timeless with  
the classic appeal of mirrors

Mirrored Beauty

Mirrored cabinet,  
price available  
upon request  
at The Pietro Collection

Geometric mirror stool, 
price available upon 
request at The Pietro 
Collection

Accent wall mirror,  
price available upon request 
at The Pietro Collection Champa leaf tray, P22,000, 

available at KISH

Mirror planter,  
price available upon request 

at The Pietro Collection

Antique finish 
pineapple 
mirror, 
P12,450, 
available  
at AC+632

Mirror wall sconce  
with candleholder, P7,990, 

available at AC+632

Mirror stool,  
price available  
upon request 
at The Pietro Collection

Mirror side table, 
price available 
upon request 
at The Pietro 
Collection

Produced by Aisne Trinidad    
Photographed by Mark Jacob and Trish Zamora of Studio 100
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TRENDS

AC+632 2/F Greenbelt 5, Legazpi St., Ayala Center, Makati Phone (02) 758 2564 Email ac632@pldtdsl.net  
KISH 233 N. Garcia St., Bel-Air, Makati Phone (02) 896 8366 Website kish.ph  
The Pietro Collection La Fuerza Compound, 2241 Don Chino Roces Ave., Makati Phone (02) 215 5755, 310 5164 Email thepietrocollection@gmail.com

East Meets West

Bamboo photo frame,  
price available upon request 

at The Pietro Collection

palm tree 
candelabra, P2,580, 
available at AC+632

French Oriental chair,  
price available upon request 

at The Pietro Collection
tray, price available  

upon request  
at The Pietro Collection

Atlantis vase, P11,500, 
available at KISH

porcelain coconut  
tree box, P980,  

available at AC+632

ice bucket, 
P19,000, available 
at AC+632

Fish jar, P4,500,  
available at AC+632

Black bird umbrella 
stand, P11,980, 

available at AC+632

F rench interiors undoubtedly have a classic appeal, 
 with centuries-old furnishings often being paired  
with pieces of a different design style for a fresher perspective. 

Inject an Oriental touch to your European-inspired space,  
and be fascinated with the fusion of two equally rich cultures. 
Intricate but minimalist patterns give your home the best  
of both worlds: fascination from European elements  
and curiosity over Oriental details. 

Tell stories through accents brimming 
with culture and charm
Produced by Aisne Trinidad    
Photographed by Mark Jacob and Trish Zamora of Studio 100

thefullerview.tumblr.com
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TRENDS

H&M Home G/F SM Makati, Hotel Dr., Makati Phone (02) 893 1612 Website hm.com/ph  
KISH 233 N. Garcia St., Bel-Air, Makati Phone (02) 896 8366 Website kish.ph  
L’Indochine 3/F SM Aura Premier, McKinley Parkway, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig Phone (02) 808 5420  
The Pietro Collection La Fuerza Compound, 2241 Don Chino Roces Ave., Makati Phone (02) 215 5755, 310 5164 Email thepietrocollection@gmail.com

Navajo Punch

cotton rug, P1,190, 
available at H&M Home

table lamp, price 
available upon request  
at The Pietro Collection

small pillow, 
P2,150, 
available  
at KISH

Beatrice pillows, P7,000 each, 
available at KISH

woven bench, 
P24,999.75, available  

at L’Indochine

nesting table, 
P19,999.75, available 

at L’Indochine

Rosario  
floor lamp, 

P34,500, 
available  
at KISH

B ecause Navajo prints present different textures, patterns, 
and colors, they often liven up your otherwise boring 
interiors. Achieve a new look without major redecorating 

by using these rich patterns and striking colors in pillows, rugs, and 
lamps. Aside from injecting character to your space, Navajo prints 
also create layers that make spaces more interesting. 

Dare to use tribal prints for a quick makeover

Produced by Aisne Trinidad    
Photographed by Mark Jacob and Trish Zamora of Studio 100

domainehome.com
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BEST BUYS

Spend your money wisely on a bed that 
appropriately answers your needs

B eds are one of the furniture pieces that need to be meticulously 
chosen because at the end of the day, this is where we spend long 
hours to rest our mind, body, and soul. Invest on a good quality 

bed that not only puts comfort at the top priority, but also  
guarantees durability that can last for years. Make it a point  
to consider other factors like size, space-saving potential, function,  
and type of materials used to prevent wrong decisions that could  
wind up costing you more in the future. 

Ima bed, price available 
upon request at Kenneth 

Cobonpue

Cradle of Comfort
Written by Aisne Trinidad  |  Photos courtesy of  BoConcept,  
Kenneth Cobonpue, Natuzzi, Roche Bobois, and Studio Dimensione

Fantasq bed, price 
available upon request  
at Roche Bobois

Lugano bed with chain 
cushion, price available 
upon request  
at BoConcept

Dolcevita bed by 
Natuzzi, price 
available upon 
request at Furnitalia

Peg bed by Cappellini, 
price available upon 
request at Studio 
Dimensione

Limo bed,  
price available upon 
request at BoConcept

Lugano storage bed, 
price available upon 
request at BoConcept

BoConcept G/F MOs Design Building, Bonifacio High Street (formerly 9th Avenue), Bonifacio Global City, Taguig Phone (02) 856 2748 Website boconcept.com  
Furnitalia Crescent Park West, 30th Street corner Rizal Drive, Bonifacio Global City, Taguig Phone (02) 819 1887  
Kenneth Cobonpue The Residences at Greenbelt, Makati City Phone (02) 576 1639, 576 1642 Email info@kennethcobonpue.com Website kennethcobonpue.com  
Roche Bobois  G/F ID Building, 2100 Don Chino Roces Ave. Ext., Makati Phone (02) 519 8240 Email manilashowroom@rochebobois.com Website roche-bobois.com  
Studio Dimensione G/F One Parkade, 28th Street, Fort Bonifacio Global City, Taguig Phone (02) 736 3728 Email dimensione@benchtm.com Website dimensione.com.ph
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BEST BUYS

Start conversations with chairs  
designed after ingenuity 
Written by Aisne Trinidad   |   Photographed by Mark Jacob of Studio 100 
Co-styled by Nix Alañon

Have a Seat F urniture pieces that evolve over time have always fascinated 
design enthusiasts, especially now that these have been tailored 
to fit a modern setting without compromising both function and 

aesthetic. Well-designed chairs, for instance, become conversation pieces 
that can be worthy investments for their imaginative designs and use of 
superior materials. Choose among this fine selection  
of accent chairs to define your lifestyle by introducing innovative designs 
to your home. 

Tokujin Yoshioka 
Element chair (red) 
by Desalto

Tokujin Yoshioka 
Element chair (black) 

by Desalto

Nendo Softer than Steel 695 
(black) by Desalto

Patricia Urquiola  
Nido pouf  
by Paola Lenti

Nendo Softer 
than Steel 

695 (white) 
by Desalto

Nendo Softer 
than Steel 687 
by Desalto 

Prospero Rasulo 
Zeus 6005  
by Zanotta 

Edizioni

All items available at Kuysen Enterprises, Inc.

Kuysen Enterprises, Inc. 236 E. Rodriguez Senior Avenue corner D. Tuazon, Brgy. Don Manuel, Quezon City Phone (02) 740 7509 Website kuysen.com
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BEST BUYS

BoConcept G/F MOs Design Building, Bonifacio High Street (formerly 9th Avenue), Bonifacio Global City, Taguig Phone (02) 856 2748 Website boconcept.com  
Hive at Kenneth Cobonpue The Residences at Greenbelt, Makati City Phone (02) 576 1639, 576 1642 Email info@kennethcobonpue.com Website designbyhive.com 
Kuysen Enterprises, Inc. 236 E. Rodriguez Senior Avenue corner D. Tuazon, Brgy. Don Manuel, Quezon City Phone (02) 740 7509 Website kuysen.com 

Give any space a glamorous appeal  
with hanging lamps

L ighting fixtures set the mood in any area of the home.  
Pendants and other suspended lights are usually installed 
in dining and living areas, where they make a striking 

statement and can therefore be appreciated better. Meanwhile, 
chandeliers immediately grab attention  
and suggest a sense of grandiosity. While there are various  
designs to choose from, you must remember to take note  
of your room’s dimensions, so you can determine the most  
ideal size or style to purchase.  

Lights On
Written by Aisne Trinidad   
Photographed by Trish Zamora of Studio 100

Futuna 
chandelier,  

price available 
upon request  

at BoConcept

Kenneth 
Cobonpue 
Luau hanging 
lamp, price 
available upon 
request at Hive

Jarod Lim 
Twine hanging 

lamp, price 
available upon 
request at Hive

Etoile 
suspension 
lamp by Slamp, 
price available 
at Kuysen

Danny Fang 
Checkmate King 

hanging lamp, 
price available 
upon request  

at Hive 

Ceremony suspension 
light, price available  

at Kuysen

Kenneth Cobonpue Constellation,  
price available upon request  

at Hive
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WhAT’S NEW

New, Now, Next
Find out what the latest news and products are

Aroma Therapy

Sweet Dreams

Let your home fragrance be as distinct and rich as your personal perfume. 
Diptyque, an expert in the art of home fragrances, boasts of interior scents 
that come in five decorative objects. Discover the world of personalized 
rituals with its electric diffusers, hourglasses, scented candles, scented ovals, 
and room sprays. Diptyque is available at Rustan’s Makati,  
Shangri-La, and Cebu; Essenses Rockwell; and Central Square Boutique.

Affordable luxury comes in the form 
of superior bedding made from quality 
fabrics and versatile color palettes. Butterfly 
Dreams’ Creative Director Edith Coronación 
McCosker collaborates with fellow Filipino 
and celebrity interior designer Tyler  
Wisler to produce a limited edition bed  
linen collection. Feel like a rock star  
with duvet covers, pillowcases, and flat sheets 
that have an edgy leather detail— 
and promote Pinoy pride with every purchase 
from this environmental-friendly brand. 
Butterfly Dreams offers free shipping to the 
Philippines, so send your inquiries now  
to info@butterflydreams.com.hk.



Classic, current, and elegant—MAV’s 
Silhouette collection is your accomplice 
in getting a good night’s sleep in the most 
stylish means. Both beds in this new collection 
are comprised of flat-cut mahogany veneers, 
with textured plaster accent finish and stone 
tops adding depth. Geometric checkerboard 
patterns, quatrefoils, and interlocking motifs 
inject a touch of whimsy to the overall refined 
aesthetic. MAV’s showrooms are located  
at Designmix Building, 59 Connecticut St., 
Northeast Greenhills, San Juan and at 962 
Arnaiz Avenue, Makati. To view more of 
MAV’s collections, visit mav.ph.

Traditional Meets 
Modern

Industrial Chic
For more than three decades, Philux has been at the forefront of exquisite wood craftsmanship. 
The long-running family business has continuously evolved to meet the demands of a more 
contemporary lifestyle, and its California collection introduces the juxtaposition of wood  
and steel to mirror countryside living at Napa Valley. Following an industrial motif, Philux’s newly 
launched furniture pieces evoke a laidback ambiance through coffee and charcoal finishes, as well 
as tufted and fully upholstered plush accents. For inquiries, email sales@philux.ph or visit one of 
Philux’s showrooms at LRI Design Plaza, 210 Nicanor Garcia St., Bel-Air, Makati.
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WhAT’S NEW

Luxury takes on a higher meaning as Italian brand Boffi 
introduces award-winning kitchen, bathroom, and wardrobe 
systems to the Philippine market. A combination of elegant finishes 
and luxe materials, Boffi’s line of sophisticated system innovations 
redefines your cosmopolitan way of living.  
Drop by its showroom at the ground floor of San Lorenzo  
Tower, The Residences at Greenbelt, Esperanza St., Makati  
to experience these smart home solutions first-hand, and choose 
among furnishings that complement the Boffi lifestyle.  
Boffi is exclusively distributed locally by Focus Global Inc.

There is no such thing as too little space with 
ErgoHome’s ErgoSpace home furniture line,  
which can maximize your room up to three times  
its original perimeter. Invest in these multifunctional 
pieces that answer your storage and movement 
problems, but can likewise be kept hidden when not 
needed. Aside from folding beds safely stored inside 
cabinets, ErgoHome also has collapsible workstations 
attached to shelving units, an entire kitchen work 
area and cupboard concealed inside a cabinet, and 
a dining table that emerges directly from the floor. 
Visit ErgoHome’s showrooms 
at SM Mall of Asia and SM Megamall or call  
(02) 831 4110 for inquiries.

Inspiring Impressions

Space-Saving Solutions
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WhAT’S NEW

This year, your summer adventures begin  
at a lush indoor oasis tucked within the busy 
streets of Makati. Find yourself in a well-
curated sanctuary called KISH, which is home 
to distinctive treasures all discovered from 
different parts of the world and each having  
a special story to tell. The expansive store  
has been decked with potted greens  
and bathed in earthy tones to create a calming 
ambiance amidst a commercial district.  
Take the time to just look around and appreciate  
the furniture pieces, jars, vases, vintage frames, 
books, and other splendid objects  
that will catch your eye with every turn. KISH 
is located at 233 Nicanor Garcia St., Bel-Air, 
Makati. For inquiries, call (02) 896 8366  
or email info@kish.ph.

Secret Garden
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MARKET

I f you’re looking for ways to brighten up 
your interiors, various types  
of window treatments are one of the 

possible solutions. Whether you fancy  
an unobstructed view of the outdoors  
or prefer to create a private nook, it is only  
important that you find the perfect 
window to suit your home’s style and, more 
importantly, your family’s needs. Windows 
are the greatest source of natural light, but 
they also function as our primary protection 
against harmful elements, extreme weather 
conditions, and unwanted intruders. 
Invest in high quality windows that are 
exceptionally stylish yet durable enough to 
give you lasting results. 

Above: Though windows function  
as a source of natural light, these may 
also be a source of intense heat. 
Control the amount of natural light 
that passes through with windows 
that are capable of rejecting 
unwanted heat and naturalizing 
glare from the sun.

Left: No matter what the weather is, 
it is important that you feel protected 
and comfortable inside your dwelling.  
Opt for windows that seal out 
rainwater and strong winds, and 
resist impact of unwanted debris 
breaching your home.

Right: Windows are essential in 
determining the style of your home. 
Suppliers like Andersen offer  
a wide selection of designs  
that are versatile enough to suit  
your preferred aesthetic.

Choosing the right windows 
involves aesthetics, quality, 
and purpose

Written by Camille del Rosario    
Photos courtesy of Trend Building Material Specialist

Window 
Shopping

Trend Building Material Specialist Unit 1002 Atlanta Center, 31 Annapolis Street, Greenhills, San Juan Phone (02) 722 66 71, 722 66 64 Website trendbuilding.com  
Email marketing@trendbuilding.com, sales@trendbuilding.com





A beginner’s guide to the art of collecting art

Written by Andrea Portugal  |  Photographed by John Ocampo of Studio 100 

DESIgN SOLUTIONS

Kickstart Your Art

The Last Tattooed Women  
of Kalinga by Jake Verzosa,  

C-print on Hahnemüle paper

F amed Russian novelist Leo Tolstoy once said,  
“Art is not a handicraft; it is the transmission  
of feeling the artist has experienced.” The key word 

here is feeling. Regardless of whether or not it is similar  
to what the artist experienced, a work of art is generally 
able to evoke feelings that influence your appreciation  

of the piece. That being said, growing your own collection 
from scratch may seem like a daunting task. Let’s face it:  
there is an abundance of art out there, and it can be overwhelming. 
Isa Lorenzo, co-founder of Silverlens Galleries, gives us  
practical advice on curating your personal collection  
and making choice investments.
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1 Know what’s out there
“We have a lot of galleries in Manila. I think it’s good  
to go to different shows,” says Isa. “Get a survey of what’s 

out there and what speaks to you.” Schedule a weekend or two 
(or more—have fun with it) for going around different galleries. 
Details of running and upcoming exhibitions are readily 
available online. 
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2 Don’t be afraid to ask questions 
Be upfront about what you know, however limited  
your knowledge may be. Let your gallerist educate  

you and show you around. “Every person who walks into  
the gallery is an opportunity to educate. And then they leave,  
at the very least, with knowledge and information,” says Isa.

3 Set your price range 
“Figure out how much you want to spend, and ask  
what’s available in that price range,” suggests Isa.  

This way, you efficiently narrow down your choices early on. 

Rifts by  
Luis Santos, 
enamel on 
galvanized  
iron sheet, 
2015

Of Cities (Storm) by Gary-Ross Pastrana, acrylic on paper, 2014

Formosa series 3 by Ryan Villamael,  
paper and bell jar, 2014

Isles Series VIII  
by Ryan Villamael,  
paper and bell jar, 
2014

Memento Mori XIV by 
Gregorio Halili, oil on mother 

of pearl, 2014
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4 Browse the backroom
Isa explains that every gallery has  
a backroom, which carries a selection 

of pieces that aren’t on the floor but can be 
accessed by anyone. Feel free to ask what 
else is on the gallery’s inventory and pick out 
pieces you like.

5 View as many pieces as you can 
“You have to see a lot, and then find 
out what you don’t like. That’s really 

how it starts,” says Isa. As you go along,  
you will eventually realize what you do like 
and what really speaks to you. 

How do I 
curate and 
display art?

1. Be flexible
Feel free to think outside 
the box when curating 
your art pieces. If there  
is no overall theme or story, 
that’s fine, as long as 
each piece speaks to you. 
It’s your collection after all, 
so stay true to yourself. 

2. Mix mediums
Add character to your walls 
by displaying art in different 
mediums, salon-style. 
Put together paintings, 
drawings, photography,  
and perhaps a sculpture  
for an interesting mix.

3. Frame it
Frames are especially 
important for conserving 
the art. Hence, the more 
expensive the art, the more 
expensive the framing 
will be. Isa recommends 
framing every single piece 
for the sake of preservation.

4. On lighting
If your budget permits, 
invest in lighting for your art 
as well. Wall washers are  
a good option for spotlighting 
your pieces.

5. Make room  
to grow
In the same way that 
gallery exhibits and 
investment portfolios 
change and diversify,  
allow your own collection  
to evolve as well. 
“Collecting art is a life 
process, and you really 
won’t know your style until 
you have several pieces,” 
says Isa.  

Unbundled II (VW) by Hanna Pettyjohn, oil on canvas, 2012
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Silverlens galleries is located at 2F YMC Building 2, 2320 Don Chino Roces Avenue Extension, Makati.  
They are open from 10am to 7pm on weekdays and from 1pm to 6pm on Saturdays. For inquiries, call (02) 816 0044 or email info@silverlensgalleries.com.

6 Go by artist 
Another way to sort 
through art is by artist. 

Look around and see who 
interests you. “If an artist  
is already in the gallery,  
this normally means that his  
or her work is a safe investment,”  
says Isa. “Also ask to see other  
artists who have similar works.”  
The idea is to expand your 
range of options while still 
staying focused on the style 
you want.

7 Check out art fairs.  
Art Fair Philippines, 
ManilART, and Art  

in the Park are just a few  
of the regular fairs held  
in Manila. Chances of scoring 
work from an established artist 
at a lower price are pretty high 
in these venues as well. 

8 Take your time 
Isa compares developing 
your taste in art  

to learning a new language. 
She says, “At the end of the day, 
you’ll see a hundred things, 
and maybe you’ll like only 
two or three. You should wait 
for something you really like 
because you have to live  
with it.” Remember that  
these pieces are investments. 
Rome was not built in a day;  
neither should your art 
collection be. 

Artificial History by Luis Santos, 1000 Instax mini films, 2015

Who Hurts in the Middle of the Crowd? by Bernardo Pacquing, Oil on Canvas, 2014

Awareness of 
the Form series 
by Dana Gadia, 
acrylic on paper, 
2015





Let your personal style shine through with these  
Italian furniture brands at Kuysen Enterprises, Inc.

Written by Cy Yambao   |   Photographed by Mark Jacob of Studio 100
Styled by Nix Alañon and Aisne Trinidad 
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Suit Your Taste

T here are three factors we always consider when looking  
for furniture pieces to fill our homes: design style, material, 
and price. It is only natural to set our standards high,  

which is also why it takes a while for us to decide on which particular 
piece to settle with. But while completing a home never happens 
overnight, the expansive showroom of Kuysen Enterprises, Inc. 
makes the process of selecting much easier with its range  
of exclusive Italian furniture brands.

“Our strategy is putting numerous brands under one roof,  
so that clients can be exposed to a variety of choices in just one visit,” 
says Marleen Uyecio, who belongs to the family who launched 
Kuysen in 1989. “We believe that the furniture pieces shouldn’t 

dictate the style of the home; it must be about the personality  
of the homeowner. Whatever your style or preference is, you will 
definitely find something that suits your fancy.”

Kuysen started bringing in high-end bathroom fixtures  
26 years ago, but is now also carrying Italian furniture brands  
like Baxter, Desalto, Living Devani, Paola Lenti, Pedrali,  
and Zanotta. It took years of careful research and numerous 
immersions in the European city for Kuysen to successfully  
position itself as a trusted importer of investment pieces.  
Leaf through our pages and find six vignettes that have been  
curated to suit your lifestyle, with each and every piece proving  
to be worthy buys. 

THE SOPHISTICATED
Simple elegance comes in the form  

of this Monsieur sofa by Baxter, whose 
leather finish shows natural grains 
and crimping. Pair it with a sleek 

mirror coffee table that creates a nice 
reflection of transparent accents,  

and introduce texture through a fur-
coated armchair that fits into the same 

color palette. For extra grandeur,  
add a natural silk carpet and crown 

your entire living space with  
an oxidized bronze hanging lamp.

1. Andrea Ardisson’s Our Lady lamp by Baxter, price available upon request at Kuysen |  2. Matteo Thun and Antonio Rodriguez’s Monsieur sofa by Baxter from Kuysen   
3. Matteo Thun and Antonio Rodriguez’s Nepal armchair by Baxter from Kuysen  |  4. Matteo Thun and Antonio Rodriguez’s Miroir coffee table by Baxter from Kuysen
5. Transparent circular vase and decorative plant from KISH  |  6. Decorative saucer from The Pietro Collection  |  7. Matteo Thun and Antonio Rodriguez’s Monsieur  
modular ottoman by Baxter from Kuysen  |  8. Grey with onion fringes carpet by Baxter from Kuysen
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THE WOOD LOVER
If you want your dining space  

to be in its most welcoming state,  
opt for wooden furniture that offers 

warmth without compromising style. 
Have this Bourgeois table by Baxter 

serve as your anchor piece, and match 
it with leather-cushioned wooden chairs 

that can be customized according  
to your liking. Position a multipurpose 
cabinet nearby to keep dinnerware 

accessible during gatherings,  
and install a uniquely designed wire 
pendant lamp for an industrial touch.

1. Roman faces jars, P6,000 each, available at KISH  |  2. Matteo Thun and Antonio Rodriguez’s Bourgeois cabinet by Baxter from Kuysen  |  3. Arik Levy’s Wireflow lamp  
by Vibia from Kuysen  |   4. Matteo Thun and Antonio Rodriguez’s Bourgeois table by Baxter from Kuysen  |  5. Black-and-gold decorative bowls from KISH
6. Draga and Aurel’s Odette chair by Baxter from Kuysen

The main showroom of Kuysen Enterprises, Inc. is located at 236 E. Rodriguez Senior Ave., Barangay Don Manuel, Quezon City. 
For inquiries, call (02) 740 7509 or email info@kuysen.com.
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THE CHIC AND CLASSY
A neutral color palette works well 
 in a reading nook, where you just  
want to keep yourself away from  
the world and enjoy a few quiet  

hours alone. The Grandtour lounge  
chair by Zanotta comes with  

a pouf, which is convenient to move 
around when faced with space problems. 

Opt for an inventive coffee table that  
is connected to additional seating 
options, and introduce contrast 
 to your monochromatic space 

with steel accents.

1. Nigel Coates’ Atlante lamp by Slamp from Kuysen  |  2. Silver vase from The Pietro Collection  |  3. Guiseppe Bavuso Inside cabinet drawer by Alivar from Kuysen  
4. Bernardo Pacquing’s Ampalaya (2015), oil on canvas, displayed at Silverlens Galleries  |  5. Ludovica + Roberto Palomba’s Grandtour lounge chair  
by Zanotta + Maserati from Kuysen  |  6. Massimo Mariani’s Upland chair and coffee table by Living Divani from Kuysen
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THE BOLD AND BRAVE 
While there’s truth in basics being  

the most versatile kind of furnishings,  
it doesn’t hurt to get out of your comfort 

zone every once in a while. These 
heavily patterned side tables can  

stand out yet still blend in your home, 
since they come in neutral colors  

of black, white, and gray. More than 
being conversation pieces, the side 

tables, whose tops are decorated with 
resin, can likewise serve as a form  

of self-expression depending on what 
particular print appeals most to you. 

1

2

3
4

1. Draga and Aurel’s Printable side table by Baxter from Kuysen  |  2. Draga and Aurel’s Printable side table by Baxter from Kuysen  |  3. Draga and Aurel’s Organique 
 side table by Baxter from Kuysen  |  4. Emilio Nanni’s Ink side table by Zanotta from Kuysen
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THE ANDROgYNOUS 
Neutral colors like black and gray are  
the easiest to pair with and the most  

ideal to use when you want your living  
space to appeal to guests with varying 
preferences. Enjoy long conversations 
in this standout Tactile sofa by Baxter,  
whose unusual design speaks of both  

comfort and style. To prevent the space 
from looking too masculine, add a couple  

of accent chairs that introduce bright  
colors and have printed cushion details.  

Avoid unnecessary furnishings,  
and ensure that every piece is straightforward 

in terms of features and functions.

1. Max Balatbat’s Balwarte (2014), mixed media, displayed at Silverlens Galleries  |  2. Nigel Coates’ Atlante lamp by Slamp from Kuysen  |  3. Draga and Aurel’s Bauhaus 
accent chair by Baxter from Kuysen  |  4. Draga and Aurel’s Memory console table by Baxter from Kuysen  |  5. Reinvent cast brass candleholders, P4,500 each,  
available at KISH  |  6. Draga and Aurel’s Tactile sofa by Baxter from Kuysen  |  7. Draga and Aurel’s Organique side table by Baxter from Kuysen    
8. Decorative saucers and magnifying glass from The Pietro Collection
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THE LEATHER AFICIONADO
How comfortable would it be to laze 

around in this Lama 921 chaise lounge 
by Zanotta? Its ergonomic design 
allows you to sit straight or stretch  
your legs on either side for a more 

relaxed lounging experience,  
while the provision on the side 

doubles as a desk for books and 
other small items. You may opt to 
purchase this chaise lounge in 

fabric or cowhide finish, but having 
it in leather makes it more durable 
and is more practical, particularly 

when you have kids and pets.

KISH 233 N. Garcia St., Bel-Air, Makati Phone (02) 896 8366 Website kish.ph  
The Pietro Collection La Fuerza Compound, 2241 Don Chino Roces Ave., Makati Phone (02) 215 5755; 310 5164 Email thepietrocollection@gmail.com

Silverlens galleries 2F YMC Building 2, 2320 Don Chino Roces Avenue Extension, Makati Phone (02) 816 0044 or Email info@silverlensgalleries.com 

1. Starsky round occassional tables by Living Divani from Kuysen  |  2. Ludovica + Palomba’s Lama 921 lounge chair by Zanotta from Kuysen   
3. Damier tables by Baxter from Kuysen
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Filipino designers take craftsmanship  
a notch higher as they gear for  
an international market

Produced by Cy Yambao   |   Photographed by Ed Simon of Studio 100 

A s in its yearly run, the 61st edition of Manila FAME 
once again positions the Philippines as a sourcing 
hub for hand-crafted home and fashion products. 

These pieces made from locally available materials bridge 
tradition and technology, producing inventive designs that  
tell of the country’s history, culture, and art. Organized by  
the Center for International Trade Expositions and Missions 
 (CITEM), Manila FAME brings an updated range of home  
furnishings, fashion accessories, and holiday décor  
by established and up-and-coming artists aiming to make 
 a mark in the international design scene.  

Local Gone 
Global

Manila FAME

The Light & Shadow special setting by Stanley Ruiz, Jinggoy Buensuceso, and Wataru Sakuma convey the endless possibilities 
of design. The three “gypset” designer-artists, as they are called, teamed up with selected manufacturers to produce their own 
interpretations of the interplay of light and shadow.
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Best known for his 
pieces that challenge 
the limits of paper, 
Philippine-based 
Japanese designer 
Wataru Sakuma 
experiments with 
recycled materials  
and always considers 
his surroundings  
as potential inspirations.
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Designers from across the country 
collaborated in an exhibit that speaks 
of a unified vision, which is anchored 
on local craftsmanship and globally 
competitive innovations.
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Strongly influenced by a mid-century modern aesthetic, Industria Home transforms steel into imaginative forms that balance simplicity and sophistication.



SPECIAL REPORT

44

One of the most anticipated 
exhibitors in annual furniture fairs, 
Cebu-based designer Kenneth 
Cobonpue is gifted with the talent  
of weaving locally sourced materials 
into iconic handmade creations.
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: Tadeco Home is devoted  
to preserving the culture of ethnic 

communities in Mindanao,  
thus banking on indigenous materials 

to produce modernized home 
accents and lighting fixtures. 
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S howcasing local 
craftsmanship coupled 
with international quality, 

the Philippines International 
Furniture Show (PIFS) 2015 
proves why Filipinos have always 
been recognized for their skill 
and ingenuity. This year’s event, 
which was under the curatorship 
of J. Antonio Mendoza, features 
the latest creations of artists from 
across the Philippines and attracts 
trade visitors from 70 more 
countries. Also gracing PIFS are 
Mary McDonald and Nathan 
Turner of American hit TV show 
Million Dollar Decorators,  
who discussed global trends  
in interior styling and suggested 
how Filipino furniture pieces  
can blend into international  
room settings.  

Philippines 
International 
Furniture Show

After more than three decades 
in the industry, Locsin has mastered 
the art of thinking outside the box and 
producing unconventional designs 
that are practical yet comfortable.  

Nathan Turner, one half of the famous 
duo in American hit TV show Million 
Dollar Decorators, believes that 
the strength of Filipino furniture 
pieces is their quality, as locally 
sourced materials are exceptional 
in themselves. Meanwhile, Mary 
McDonald thinks Filipino furniture 
designs are sophisticated, juxtaposing 
rough and raw finishes with refined 
and finished materials. 
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Various types of wood are  
re-invented into industrial forms  
by Triboa Bay Living, where raw 

finishes offer a sense of warmth and 
are reminiscent of laidback resort living.
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Working primarily 
with wood to produce 

distinctly Filipino 
designs, Vito Selma 

pays tribute to nature’s 
beauty through 

geometric designs that, 
despite their minimalist 

appeal, catch countless 
second glances.
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A. Garcia Crafts has come 
 a long way since consigning pottery, 

metalwork, and other accessories  
to more prominent export companies. 

It is now a household name in the furniture 
manufacturing industry that traces  

its roots in Central Luzon.
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Specializing in wood furniture, South Sea 
Veneer Corporation maximizes the potential  
of natural materials like wood veneer, coco 
shells, bamboo, and banana bark.
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Banking only on metal wires 
as the primary medium, Schema by 
Kalikasan Crafts is the brand behind 
handmade lighting fixtures, whose 
complex shapes and woven forms 
define exquisite artisanship.   
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The living room of businessman Ed Palad’s 
rest house in Cagayan de Oro is both 
sumptuous and serene. Facing the breezy 
waters of Macajalar Bay, the seaside 
dwelling is themed after Ed’s collection  
of antique Buddha statues that speaks  
of tranquillity and contentment—a life  
in perpetual vacation for the retired couple.
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W ith its stilt legs lapped by the surf of Cagayan de Oro’s  
Macajalar Bay, the seaside rest house of entrepreneur 
Ed Palad fuses a tropical Asian theme with the 

artistic and cultural advocacies of its owners. The serene Balinese-
inspired sanctuary located just at the rear side  
of the main Palad residence is a collaboration with Architect Lito 
Busgano and was completed as a 60th birthday gift  
to Ed’s wife three years ago. A passionate collector of antiques, 
a gastronome, a writer, and a visual artist, Ed had a clear vision 
in mind: a beachfront vacation home that would catch the sea 
breeze and provide a tranquil retreat for this couple’s empty nest, 
as all of their four children now work in various cities across the 
globe.

“I suggested having part of the house built as a cantilever 
hanging over the waves, so as to catch the sea breeze and funnel 
it into the main areas of the home,” shares Ed. “After typhoon 
Sendong in 2012, the house was battered, but the nipa roofs 
held against the wind partly because we’ve draped them with 
protective nylon nets, and our cantilevers survived the storm 
surge as well.”

Having a tight footprint of 268 square meters, the rest house 
maximizes the sea view and its copious breeze by catching it just 
above the breakwater, parts of the house being cantilevered over 
the surf. A tropical lawn greets visitors, segueing into  
a stone garden at the iron-gated threshold leading to the  
atrial corridor. It is here that the sea breeze catches you like  
a reinvigorating sprite, lifting you several steps up to the elevated 
deck, where the main spaces are located. Glass walls segregate the 
living room from the veranda-slash-dining area, and define the 
bedroom suite’s walls facing the sea and land. 

A businessman feels most at ease  
in his Balinese-inspired rest house  
that is a modern take on the  
traditional bahay kubo

Written by Reuben Ramas Cañete, Ph.D.  
Photographed by Ed Simon of Studio 100

TROPICAL 
BREEZE
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Overlooking the garden  
and vast sea is a 12-seater  
antique ironwood dining table,  
which complements the rest 
house’s nipa roof shingles 
framed in Balinese lintels  
and relief panels. 
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“I wanted a nipa house where my antiques 
could also find a home, that’s why  

I call it ‘Buddha Found a Home: Serene 
Sanctuary amidst Whispering Waves’”

A rock garden leads 
to a processional corridor that  

is protected by an antique iron-
grilled gate. Polished yakal floor 

beams and narra balustrades 
produce an infinite regression  

in this roofed processional  
heading to the public areas  

on the right and the bedroom suite 
on the left. Such a layout creates 

a practical division between 
entertainment and relaxation.
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The rest house can thus be characterized  
as comprised of two pavilions, in which the verandas  
and paths are then built around. The living and dining 
pavilion is also raised slightly higher to provide more spatial 
segregation from the bedroom suite. Other than the use 
of New Zealand Armour wood, the rest house likewise 
optimizes more traditional nipa thatched shingles that 
provide comfort from the tropical heat. Warm colors 
define the floors and walls, while Oriental antiques from 
Ed’s considerable collection adorn  
the interiors. Among his most imposing pieces are  
the Buddha figures in the living room, from where  
the rest house gets its name. 

“I wanted a nipa house where my antiques could also 
find a home, that’s why I call it ‘Buddha Found a Home: 

Serene Sanctuary amidst Whispering Waves,’” says Ed. 
“Our rest house is only for my family and special guests, 
who may sleep over and use the Jacuzzi.”

The Palad rest house thus offers a local lesson  
in draping Asian tropical accents to a modern cantilevered 
deck design, tempering the effect  
of the structure through its diffused distribution  
of spaces, and the use of Oriental colors and relaxed 
sensibility. Indeed, the use of nipa thatch, whose 
environmental usefulness is offset by its regular 
maintenance, softens the house’s silhouette and provides 
a truly Filipino hat that rests upon the sturdy shoulders of 
this calm escape, where even Buddha can find  
his own retreat amidst the Macajalar zephyr’s breeze and 
the rhythmic murmur of the seas. 

The sala, viewing deck, and dining room are elevated several steps up from the bedroom suite, so noise can disperse away  
from the private areas. A symphony of browns from the wood, tiles, and nipa shingles keeps the color scheme unified 
and simple, allowing the various antique accents to stand out.
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A native-weave ottoman sofa dominates 
the viewing deck, which is refreshed 
by the constant breeze from the sea. 
It is an ideal spot for silent reflections 
and meditation, with sea waves lapping 
underneath this cantilevered veranda.     
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The bedroom suite in the rest house makes use  
of bamboo and other wood abundant in the area to achieve 
a maximum effect, thus creating an organic but lavish 
setting for rest. Again, earth browns produce a soft,  
relaxed feeling for slumber parties, while white, gray,  
and black textiles direct the eye to the antique elements  
like the pair of Buddha statues on the headboard.
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Above: The rest house’s bathroom attached to the bedroom suite continues 
the rustic Asian theme, with its stone-and-pebble drain floor in the powder 
section, and an elevated wooden platform for the tub and shower stall  
at the rear.

Left: Gifted with its own veranda facing the waters, the bedroom suite 
extends partly over the sea, allowing the eaves to catch the wind  
and direct it to the inner room. Asian antiques mingle with modern sofas, 
paintings, and lighting fixtures to create a hybrid space for relaxation  
and conversations concentrating on art and life.
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The breakfast nook in the veranda  
facing the sala makes full use of the sea view 

and breeze coming from Macajalar Bay.  
Ed’s Buddha-inspired vacation home, 

 which is a tropical version of sans souci,  
finds its most eloquent expression  

in this combination of antiques and modern 
pieces, native materials and cosmopolitan 

accents that speak of a place for rest.
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From owning classic furniture pieces in her family’s former home  
in Singapore, design enthusiast and hands-on mom Anna Zamora 
shifted to contemporary interiors upon returning to Manila 13 years later.  
One of her most prized possessions is the Pony leather chair, which she  
believes was the missing piece that would hold the entire look together.  
“When we bought this, my husband complained that it was too expensive,  
but I told him to trust me when I say that this piece will go with us 
wherever we transferred homes. True enough, it’s been with us  
for eight years already,” recalls Anna. 
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A minimalist house embodies the art  
of investing in comfort 

Written by Cy Yambao  |  Photographed by John Daryl Ocampo of Studio 100

IN THE  
RIGHT MOOD
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Anna prefers to keep her foyer simple, with a minimalist yet striking artwork hanging above a wooden 
console table.

Anna veers away from 
trends and only spends 

money on pieces that she 
feels can last for years

“I make my husband and son sit  
on a couch or chair, and if it’s  
not comfortable for them,  

then it’s useless.” 
Such is the philosophy of design 

enthusiast and hands-on mom Anna 
Zamora, who believes the ultimate 
deciding factor in purchasing a piece  
of furniture is one’s comfort level with it.  
Even after moving her home from 
Singapore to Manila, this philosophy  
of hers has remained constant, along with 
her vision of a house that keeps with  
the times and grows with time. 

From having a fusion of New York 
sophistication and Asian lavishness  
for the interiors of their first home  
in Singapore, the Zamoras now reside  
in a one-storey dwelling that has  
an understated European ambiance.  
“I used to have more classic furniture pieces,  
but this is the first time I tried contemporary 
Italian design style,” she admits. “I did 
a complete shift here, so I actually have 
different living and dining room sets  
in storage.” This change of heart may 
be attributed to Anna’s mood variations, 
which is the same reason why she’s always 
been more inclined to employ a neutral 
color palette. 

“I really went all gray on this house.  
I just wanted soothing hues because  
I’m going to look at them everyday,   
and injected hints of color here and there,” 
she says. Whenever her mood swings in the 
opposite direction, she relies on her go-to 
makeover trick: change her pillowcases  
or re-arrange her accents to tweak the look 
and ambiance of a space. Anna veers away 
from trends and only spends money  
on pieces that she feels can last for years—
not to mention versatile enough to be easily 
mixed and matched. 
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An artwork by Maya Muñoz titled Let the River Run through It  
takes centerstage in Anna’s living area. “This is sentimental  
to us because this was our very first big painting that we acquired 
from an auction,” she shares. “It used to serve as our headboard 
because I liked looking at it, but its measurements were too long 
for our bed size.”
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The family’s marble-top dining table from Poliform  
is sensitive to water and acid, but Anna doesn’t mind  
using it everyday. “I don’t want our furniture pieces to be  
just for display,” she shares, pointing out that the dining table  
is the one furniture piece she’s always wanted to own but didn’t  
have enough space for in Singapore. “I prefer our house to feel  
more lived in, so everything must be used for its actual purpose.” 
Hanging above the buffet table is a piece by Jonathan Ching.
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While Anna is still contemplating on putting either a bar cabinet or an armoire 
in this bare corner, she settles with a bar cart creatively used as a display 
shelf for plants and other small accents.

Anna also maximized their present dwelling’s bigger 
perimeter, allotting wider spaces for each room so she can 
consequently accommodate more furniture pieces and accessories. 
Most of the furnishings in the house were brought over from 
Singapore and reused for another purpose, while the collection of 
art on display, despite being selected at the last minute,  
retells stories that are significant and sentimental to the family. 

“If budget were not an issue, I wouldn’t mind investing  
as long as the piece would fit wherever I put it and whenever  
I decide to bring it to use,” says Anna. “I just want our home  
to be liveable in such a way that it doesn’t feel like a museum.  
It adds character to the piece if you are able to use it often,  
but also not forgetting to properly care for it.”  
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It took artist Alvin Villaroel a year to finish this commissioned 
piece hanging by the family’s entertainment room. “I just 
captured this snapshot of my son when he was younger  
and brought it to the artist,” says Anna. The three-seater  
couch is a compromise between the couple, as Anna  
originally disliked brown leather. Seeing how comfortable  
it is for her husband, she eventually gave in and was consoled 
by the fact that the couch employs a contemporary design.
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Left: Along the hallway is a framed In Servitude artwork by BenCab, which the family is able to relate to after having lived in Singapore.Anna wanted a classic  
Filipino piece that would add contrast to her dominantly contemporary collection.
Right: The first artwork that the couple ever purchased is Marcel Antonio’s Love in Idleness. Its colors make it relatively more pleasant than most paintings  
emerging today. “It’s very light and easy to look at,” says Anna.
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“I prefer white sheets because they look clean and are easier to maintain,” says Anna. “I always tell other people to buy  
the best that they can afford, especially with bed sheets, because your house is a representation of your soul.”
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Comfort remains the topmost priority of Anna  
and her husband, which is why the couple bought 
the exact same bed found in Four Seasons Hotels 

and Resorts. Anna designed the headboard 
herself, leaning towards a straightforward  

yet modern aesthetic.



This reading nook is occupied by a leather 
accent chair and a painting by Yasmin Sison, 
who is known to portray young girls as subjects  
in her art.

hOMES
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I just want our home to be liveable in such  
a way that it doesn’t feel like a museum

“I needed a chest of drawers, so I purchased this basically for function,” says Anna of the wooden Ralph Lauren cabinet 
organizer, which is one of the brand’s older models. Above it is a self-portrait thread work art titled Ruth by Eugenia Alcaide. 
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F rom the outside, it appears to be
a contemporary home not like  
most others. The house reflects 

 a clean aesthetic, neatly surrounded  
by a variety of well-manicured plants. 
However, once you cross the threshold,  
the home’s contemporariness fades into  
the background, allowing for the medley 
of mostly vintage furniture pieces 
and accessories to take the spotlight like 
characters on a theater stage. The lady 
of the house laughs warmly as you take it all 
in. Her laughter is hearty and kind—
a prelude to the suite of stories that tell 
of travel, adventure, and a life well lived.  

The renovated two-bedroom bungalow 
is the last among a number of houses that 
the owner and her husband have called 
home over the years. As empty nesters 
and avid art collectors, the couple had 
wanted to move into a home that they could 
easily navigate through while surrounded by 
their favorite art pieces. “It’s really us. It’s not 
a ready-made interior decorated house,” says 
the owner, who engaged interior designers 
Cecille Catindig and Chelo Hofilena to help 
with the renovation. “These are collections 
that we’ve had since the 70s.” 

The home is filled with mementos 
big and small, each with a story behind it. 
“In the 80s, we moved to Hong Kong and 
that’s where we got started with collecting, 
beginning with Philippine maps. We 
were there for two years before moving 
to London,” the lady of the house shares. 
“That was the best. We were antique 
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COLLECTED 
COMFORT
A retired couple settles 
into a bright, airy, and 
art-filled bungalow

Written by Andrea Portugal 
Photographed by Mark Jacob of Studio 100
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The living room—bright and airy, with views  
of a small garden outside—has a family portrait 
by BenCab as its focal point. The owner recounts 
how the portrait took a few years to finish.  
“It took him two and a half years, and I was very 
happy,” she says. “That was the time when  
we were very active in farming, and that’s how  
he wanted to depict us.”
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Right off the driveway, through the foyer, 
one gets a taste of the rich and diverse art 
and antique collection of the homeowners. 
Touches of red accentuate the space and 
all the pieces on display within it.
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A collection of antique plates frames a piece by BenCab, whom the owners are good friends with. On the foreground is a Kamagong console table from the owners’ 
farm in Bataan. Beyond it is one of two Old English X-chairs that they’d brought home from Europe, with tassels that are meant to keep people from sitting.  
“People ask why they’re out if you can’t sit on them, but they’re just so pretty to look at,” laughs the lady of the house. 

The lady of the house is quick to admit her love for china. “I pick up pieces from everywhere.  
I even go to Evangelista,” she says. On display in the china cabinet is a yellow set that she got 
from a thrift shop. Next to it is a Minton set bought on sale in Harrods, and to the right is a set 
decorated with beige and pink roses from the 30s that had belonged to her mother-in-law. 

“The home is filled with 
mementos big and small, 

each with a story  
behind it”
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What may well be the most 
contemporary space in the house, 
the high-ceiling kitchen is sleek 
in a monochrome palette with 
touches of wood. “I don’t cook, 
but I have a nice kitchen that’s 
ready for me to use in case I start 
to,” the owner jokes.
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On one end of the house is a striking red wall that serves 
as the owners’ gallery. “I always have a red wall wherever 
I live. I just like red,” says the lady of the house. Paintings 
include an early Oscar de Zalameda and two portraits  
by Fernando Amorsolo. 

hunting all the time. We used to go 
to Brighton (which was two and a half hours 
from London) every Friday. They’d have 
the Car Boot Sale, much like a garage sale, 
where everything that fits into the boot  
or trunk of your car would be for sale.We’d  
go crazy.” Her narratives are so vivid that 
it’s easy to picture the scenes playing in your  
own mind. In the guest bedroom,  
for instance, she points to a Sto. Niño statue 
purchased in London and tells 
of how she persistently haggled for it,  
with the seller finally relenting after losing 
to her in a coin toss.

After five years in London, the family 
moved back to Manila, bringing home with 
them an impressive collection 
of antique art and furniture pieces. “I have 
paintings that are still in storage, but these 
are my favorites. I have some that are 
really pretty from young artists, 
but really, I have no more walls,” the lady 
of the house laughs. Although filled with  
mementos, the home is anything but 
stifling. On the contrary, there is a distinct 
feeling of comfort and warmth that comes 
from it being filled with pieces that matter. 
“The house is contemporary, but it’s really 
a product of mix-and-match. We don’t 
even call it anything. If you see, I have old 
and new pieces that all have significance,” 
the owner says, smiling contentedly. 
“Everything has significance.” 

“The house is contemporary, 
but it’s really a product 

of mix-and-match”
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In the master bedroom, one gets a 
genuine sense of calm by looking at 
a lush bougainvillea bush perfectly 
framed by a high picture window. 
“The headboard is a screen we got 
on sale in Hong Kong. You should 
go before Chinese New Year because 
everything is on sale,” says the owner. 
“It was our designer’s idea to use it as 
a headboard, and it worked out nice.”
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Branching off the bedroom is a loft that leads 
to the man of the house’s massage room. 
Under it is the den that is also convertible 
to a third bedroom. More pieces from the 
owners’ art collection add character to the 
space, giving guests an abundance of visual 
eye candy. Between the lady and the man of the 
house, she admits that he is better at curating. 
“He’s the one who says what goes where.”
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As empty nesters and avid art collectors, the couple had 
wanted to move into a home that they could easily navigate 

through while surrounded by their favorite art pieces

Just outside the master bedroom is the couple’s favorite spot in their home: the lanai. “We have coffee and read the papers here. There’s a waterfall on the 
far side that makes it very relaxing,” the lady of the house shares. The ceilings are lined with banig, a detail that defines the space in a unique way.  
A vibrant piece by William Yu lends its bold colors to the space, complementing the surrounding greens. “My husband and I have the same taste in art.  
We won’t argue about that; we both like nice things. If he had his way, though, he’d fill every space of every wall,” she continues.



A quaint breakfast nook shaded by bougainvillea 
sits at the back of the property. On her biggest 

takeaway after years of collecting art, the owner 
says: “For me travel is really the best teacher 

because your eyes get trained. I tell my kids that 
art appreciation is really about the training of the 

eyes. But you really have to go to places where it’s 
available for you to see, like museums, so that’s 
what we would do. As early an age as you can, 

have your kids travel.”
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A family of artists expresses how they see the world  
through different forms of art

Written by Cy Yambao  |  Photographed by Mark Jacob of Studio 100

CREATIVE CALLING

Atelier Cesare and Jean Marie Syjuco, 
also known as ArtLab, ingeniously blurs 
the line between a home and a gallery 
in the family’s four-level workspace  
that conforms to the functions  
of a typical house. The receiving area 
displays a combination of paintings, 
sculptures, installations, vitrine pieces, 
and participatory art produced through 
the years by the couple and their 
equally creative children.
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The Syjuco family constructed a three-pronged goal for ArtLab: to develop new audiences, to experiment with new mediums, and to discover new artists. 
“Our kids grew up exposed to our work on progressive art,” says Jean Marie. “Their minds were open to many possibilities, so when they reached the age 
when they wanted to do their own art, they started thinking of new possibilities for whatever form they preferred.”

W ithin an exclusive subdivision in Alabang is a 400-square 
meter glass house that has attracted curious eyes  
through its well-curated display of various art forms. 

From a distance, one would catch a glimpse of a stylized wooden 
giraffe and wonder why a two-step platform reminiscent of circus acts 
is positioned right below its head. His attention might also  
be directed to a row of abstract oil paintings or stand-alone 
installations that could have only been borne from creative minds.  

This is ArtLab: the atelier of artist couple Cesare and Jean Marie 
Syjuco, the gallery where art enthusiasts converge, and the home 
in which all forms of artistry are welcomed. While the four-level 
dwelling has the same rooms that a normal house is comprised of,  
the Syjuco family has challenged the limits of the space  
and transformed it into a haven of self-expression. 

“The kitchen, the sala, the bedroom—all of them are art spaces,” 
says Jean Marie. Upon acquiring the property in 2010, the couple 
decided to renovate the entire house and change its partitions 
according to their needs before inaugurating it three years later.  

The interiors used to be dominated by wood and bathed  
in dark brown hues, but were then painted in pristine white to create 
the illusion of a bigger space. “We also experimented with our architect 
Jae Narciso by removing the ceilings, opening all the spaces up,  
and installing glass doors and windows,” shares Jean Marie.  
“This is why we had narra to make into easels and other  
furniture pieces.”

The couple made sure that their newly renovated house,  
which sits in the neighbouring lot from the main Syjuco residence, 
employs a systematic flow that would make working much  
more convenient for each member of the family. “Sometimes,  
we do paintings that need a lot of water, so it’s helpful that  
the shower is located just across the studio,” explains Jean Marie.  
She also read up on feng shui, which is why a water feature welcomes 
visitors upon entrance and ample bright light illuminates every 
area. “We love plants, so anywhere you look out the window, there’s 
greenery. There really is a good flow of energy in the form  
of light and movement.” 
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Left: Jean Marie designed the bathroom after the disastrous natural occurrences experienced by Japan in the past years. Below the sink is a representation  
of the tsunami comprised of islands and seas protected by the primitive god of the oceans. “I also wanted a very minimal ikebana arrangement, where the flowers 
lean downward, as if they were weeping,” shares Jean Marie, pertaining to the flower arrangement in a vase designed by Swedish artist Sonja Andersson. 
Right: “This is a metaphor of the Fukushima nuclear disaster, where Japan is depicted to be sliding downward, but when you look at the mirror, eventually 
there’s stability in the end,” says Jean Marie. This is one of her works from The Drawing of a Single Line is Full of Adventures series. “That’s my philosophy in life: 
sometimes, you’re negative; sometimes, you’re positive; and other times, you’re just stable,” she continues.
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Before it was recognized at the Ateneo Art Awards, 
Michelline’s shadow art has already been 
featured at the Yuchengco Museum. This depicts 
her take on Manton de Manila, the antique 
embroidered shawl widely used during  
the Spanish era. “It talks about a woman who 
died a long time ago, but whose shadow lingers,” 
her mom explains. “Michelline makes her sister 
pose however way she wants, and every time 
she exhibits that piece, the pose changes and 
becomes the story of said woman.”

Even though ArtLab changes  
its displays from time to time,  
especially when the family suddenly 
remembers an old piece that has long  
been in storage, the vision of the house  
that doubles as a gallery (or vice versa, 
depending on how one looks at it) always 
remains constant. “You’re supposed  
to surround yourself with spaces and objects 
that make you happy,” says Jean Marie. 
“When you look at a particular piece,  
you should have a feeling of joy that you own 
it and that you are able to appreciate  
it for whatever reason known to you.  
That’s the most important, really.” 

The couple’s eldest daughter, 
Michelline, translates art into fashion 
through her hand-painted  
and hand-carved jewelry.  
The representative of the Philippines 
to the recently concluded London 
Fashion Week 2015, Michelline 
works primarily with rusted  
and beaten metal that she treats 
with acids. A Hermisanto artwork 
made of rice grains hangs beside 
an open shelf, which she claims  
to have been the exact image  
in one of her dreams.
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Jean Marie recently unearthed her interpretation  
of the jeepney, which was displayed in an exhibit  
at the Cultural Center of the Philippines’ Main Gallery.  
She put an image of Jesus with the crown of thorns  
on one side and contrasted it with Madonna’s naked 
centerfold in Playboy magazine on the other.  
“In the jeepney, there is a lot of silip-silip,” she says.  
“When you peep through something you’re not  
supposed to, it becomes reality—the participation  
in the work becomes reality.”
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top: “Normally, this is the sala, but we use the whole space as a workspace,” says Jean Marie. Installed in one corner is her Shadow of the Waxwing Slain piece, 
which is about a bird that thought it can fly out the closed window, but died and left its loved ones behind. Other artworks include her husband Cesare’s poetry  
in various mediums, as well as his vitrine pieces with witty and philosophical dialogues. 
Above: The smaller living area is arranged to benefit visiting students, as the iconic chairs by Charles Nelson and Philippe Starck, to name a few, are examples  
of industrial designs. These surround a clock coffee table that Jean Marie designed based on quantum physics. “If we’re seated here in conversation,  
time passes by and, if we didn’t have a clock to tell us, we actually wouldn’t know what time it is,” she explains.
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“My children make it a point to purchase gifts that go well with the ArtLab concept, wherein every space has art designs for industrial objects that relate  
to the function of the space,” says Jean Marie. One such example is the gravity-defying steel wine holder in the kitchen, displayed parallel to a bowl  
of still life apples that Jean Marie painted herself. 



Jean Marie is one of the pioneers of performance arts in the Philippines. Across the kitchen is an audio-visual area, where visitors can view  
her performances dating back to the 80s.
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Jean Marie’s workspace on the second floor 
features her tabletop book installation.  

“This is my series comprised of small things 
on tables, which makes use of books  

in particular,” she says. Also displayed  
are Cesare’s poetry for walls and spaces. 

“You read them from left to right like a book, 
but the difference is that they’re already hung 

on the wall,” adds Jean Marie.
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“It’s very nice to paint here 
because this is the northeast 
light,” says Jean Marie of their 
clean work area, where they also 
sometimes clear the table to hold 
meetings. The installation of her 
Scenes from a Vanishing Star 
series that she painted a year ago 
now occupies what used to be just 
a bare wall.
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The guestroom, which also doubles as a music room, is where artist friends spend the night after attending workshops. “ArtLab does a lot of experimental 
work in different mediums, not just in visual arts, but also in music, culinary arts, literature, and architecture,” says Jean Marie.

“When you look at a particular piece,  
you should have a feeling of joy that you own it  

and that you are able to appreciate it  
for whatever reason known to you” 
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Lining the walls of Cesare’s studio, 
which is directly connected  
to a bed and bath for late-night 
painting sessions, is his Drawing 
is to Painting is to Drawing series. 
“These show that drawings can 
become paintings, in the same 
way that paintings can become 
drawings,” explains Jean Marie. 
“My husband also has a Writing  
is to Painting is to Writing series.”

ArtLab is located at 327 Country Club Drive, Ayala Alabang Village, Muntinlupa City.  
For appointments, contact (02) 850 9278 or 0917 534 0779. You may also email artlabmanila@gmail.com or visit facebook.com/artlabmanila.



The most striking artwork in Cesare’s studio is 
his 70s recreation of Roy Lichtenstein’s pop art 

that he appropriated to Filipino pop culture.  
“It conveys a Filipina living in the West, say,  
in New York. Even though she already has 
blonde hair and blue eyes, she still thinks  

in Filipino,” says Jean Marie. “It’s also a critique 
on pop culture.” The artwork on the easel  

is the Southeast Asian representative  
to an exhibit at the National Art Gallery  

of Singapore in October this year.
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CREATIVE SPACE
Fashion stylist Liz Uy used to live in the same 
condominium unit as her current office,  
so she only had this particular area to work 
with her team when the living room still  
was yet to be converted into their studio.  
“This is where we do our weekly meetings, 
consultation with clients, and secret 
collaborations,” she shares. “It’s private  
and cozy, because I don’t like the feeling  
of an uptight office.” 
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Fashion and art intertwine at the workspace of StyLIZed Studio by Liz Uy
Dressed to the Nines

Photographed by Mike Cuevas of Studio 100



1. How would you describe 
your workspace?
Inspiring. Sometimes organized, 
but cluttered most of the time.

2. What do you love most 
about your workspace?
My styLIZed team. They work 
hard when it comes to styling 
and are equally fun when it’s 
time to party!

3. Do you have a daily ritual 
before starting your work day?
Every day is a new day, so there 
are no rituals. I like it that way.

4. Are you more productive in 
the morning or evening?
All day, every day! Unfortunately, 
we can’t choose when and when 
not to work. 

5. Which object in your office 
are you most sentimental about?
My magazine collection. I can’t 
seem to let go, even if everything 
is available online now. 

6. What are the three things 
you must have while working?
My Sony Z3 and a complete 
styling kit.

7. Do you prefer silence 
or listening to music 
while working?
I can’t concentrate when the 
television is on or when there 
is music because I tend to sing 
along. If there’s music, though, 
it’s from the iTunes playlists  
of my girls. 

8. What are you currently 
reading?
The April issue of Style: Singapore.  

9. Where do you get 
inspiration from?
Everywhere! Old photos, blogs, 
seasons, the environment,  
my travels, Instagram—it’s day  
to day, really, and it changes as well.

10. What is your work mantra?
There’s no rest for the wicked.  
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2. Racks of clothes for styling assignments  
are displayed on one side of Liz’s meeting room.   
“Fashion is great! It’s a self-expression and an art 
you unknowingly do every day,” she says. 
“The colors you play with, the things you put 
together—you do all these regardless of their 
interpretation.”

3. “We don’t want to see clutter, so we have  
to be organized somehow,” says Liz. Her shelves 
are neatly lined with magazines collected over 
the years for inspiration, while her storage  
boxes are labelled with photos showing  
what each contains.

4. Since establishing her company StyLIZed 
Studio by Liz Uy, Liz’s team of aspiring  
stylists trained under her expertise has grown  
in number. In photo are (left to right) Andie 
Javelosa, Danae Dipon, Phyllis Ngo,  
and Pearl Acuesta.

1. “Candles are lit even when I’m not around,” says acclaimed celebrity 
stylist Liz. “These relax the mood, especially because we work in an industry 
where there’s no definite time. We’re on call 24/7 and just constantly moving.”

“In any kind of job, you have  
to be passionate about it. The best  
thing is that you love what you  
are doing,” says Liz. 

1 2

4

For inquiries, email stylized@lizuy.com or visit lizuy.com. You may also check out @stylizedstudio on Instagram. 
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I f food presentation is as important as the 
food’s taste, then serving them in fine 
silverware shall do the trick. Wouldn’t 

the dining experience be more delicious when 
you’re taking a portion  
of that tenderloin with well-crafted silver 
fork and knife in your hands? The good  
news is, elegant as they may appear to be, 
silverware isn’t high-maintenance at all.  
All you need are a couple of cleaning 
materials and diligence to keep them looking 
shiny and new.

1. Wash immediately after use
Rubbing a mixture of warm water  
and phosphate-free detergent onto  
the silverware with sponge (preferably cellulose) 
is enough to clean it. If you’re looking  
into other DIY solutions, mix ¼ cup  
of baking soda with 2 tablespoons of water. 
You may also soak silver in ½ cup white 
vinegar mixed with 2 tablespoons  
of baking soda. Rinse it with cold water  
then dry with a soft cloth.

Another tip is to line a pan with 
aluminum foil, then pour in a mixture  
of water, baking soda, and salt—just enough 
to submerge pieces of silverware into.  
Soak your silver in the solution, and then boil 
for two to three minutes. Rinse then  
dry after.

2. Hand wash
Silver is delicate, so it’s best to clean it gently 
with your hands and not with a machine. 
While using a dishwasher is okay, the rough 
washing may result in discoloration.  
Never scrub and avoid rubbing in circles.

3. Avoid contact with rubber  
and other utensils
Rubber damages silver. With this in mind, 
refrain from holding silver cutlery together 
with a rubber band. When left for a long 
time, it will cause dark spots to appear  
that will be hard to get rid of. Remember 
to remove your rubber gloves as well 
when washing silver. It’s advisable to clean 
silverware separately as other utensils may 
scratch them. Getting them in contact with 
stainless steel may also cause tarnish.

4. Dry thoroughly before storage 
Instead of air-drying, wipe silverware  
with a soft cloth or cotton balls. For long-term 
storage, wrap them in anti-tarnish papers 

or flannel sand, then keep them in airtight 
containers. If there aren’t any available, put 
them in a drawer or cabinet and place a silica 
gel or chalk inside to help absorb moisture. If 
you don’t intend  
to use your silver for a long period, get  
an anti-tarnish chest or just make sure  
to clean them from time to time.

5. Be careful when using silver dips 
There are silver dips available in the market, 
which are recommended for bringing heavily 
tarnished silver back to their  
former glory. Don’t overuse it, though,  
and never soak silver in it. Simply wipe  
the silver with it using a sponge 
or cotton ball.  
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SPIC AND SPAN

How to keep your silverware 
always looking new
Written by Razel Estrella
Photographed by Trish Zamora of Studio 100

Silver 
Lining

AC+632 2/F Greenbelt 5, Legazpi St., Ayala Center, Makati Phone (02) 758 2564 Email ac632@pldtdsl.net

All items available at AC+632
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SPOTLIghT  I  STORE

I n the beginning, there was only the Marocca chair with a sturdy wooden frame,  
hand-woven seat, and slightly curved legs. Italian home furnishings brand Calligaris 
earned its spot in the furniture industry even before modernization, and it was iconic  

chairs such as this one that defined their philosophy of designing according to form and function.
“We started producing only chairs in the past, but now we are a company introducing 

tables, beds, sofas, and other accessories that make the house colorful, warmer, and more 
pleasant to stay in,” says Alessandro Calligaris, the third generation of the family who took 
over the position of his grandfather and founder Antonio. “The goal of Calligaris is to reach  
a good balance of design, quality, and service.”

After 90 long years of being in the business, Calligaris continues to develop their potential  
by collaborating with a pool of renowned designers and by participating in annual 
furniture fairs. While they take inspiration from their motherland’s history in design, 
particularly in the field of architecture, Calligaris gives a new spin to their products through 
experimentation and innovation. Calligaris also optimizes every opportunity to expand 
globally—the Philippines included.

The expansive showroom of Calligaris in Bonifacio Global City boasts of an Interactive 
Totem, which not only gives you a 3D preview of the item you wish to buy, but also allows  
you to customize its color, texture, and finish. “Bringing in a brand is so easy, but there’s 
always a reason why I have to get this particular brand,” shares Florence Ko, managing 
director of Gruppo Mobili Philippines. “I don’t want to fool consumers, as I just want  
to give them the best behind every brand. I can say that investing in Calligaris is one  
of my best decisions.”   

Third-generation successor Alessandro Calligaris 
flew all the way to Manila to grace the showroom 
launch of Italian brand Calligaris, which was 
founded by his grandfather Antonio in 1923.  
“The Philippine economy is measuring really  
well, and I’ve seen the investment on houses  
and buildings,” he says, thus emphasizing the good  
opportunity to introduce modern designer 
furnishings anchored on form and function.

Define your lifestyle with smart designs in reasonable price points

Written by Cy Yambao   |   Photographed by Mike Cuevas of Studio 100  |   Additional photos courtesy of Calligaris

Calligaris

What started out as an artisanal furniture store  
in the “Chair District”of Italy has now made a name in 90 countries 

across the globe. The long-running family business has over  
7,000 intelligently designed furnishings for your living room,  

dining room, bedroom, kitchen, and home office.
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“The philosophy is to produce design progress that doesn’t compromise function, 
as exemplified in tables with automatic extension,” says Alessandro. 

The Calligaris showroom is located at the Mezzanine floor of Clipp Center, 11th Avenue corner 39th Street, Bonifacio Global City, Taguig.  
For inquiries, call (02) 869 1059-61 or email info.calligaris@furnitalia.com.ph.

Tappeto Africa carpet

Frame table

Sami chair

Evo table lamp

Jasper centerpiece

Moss mirror

Aluminum leaf 
centerpiece

Ego chair

Nature Under  plate

Buxom aluminum 
centerpiece

Urban modular sofa



N othing says fine French dining 
better than artistically presented 
dishes and an exquisite selection 

of wine to pair them with. Get your fill of 
traditional French cuisine at Bistro Du Vin, 
an emerging neo-bistro that offers  
the same authentic French favorites but 
replaces the usual pompousness with  
a more casual approach to dining.

Entering Bistro Du Vin is reminiscent 
of walking along the streets of France  
and stumbling upon a quaint café.  
Its well-thought-of interiors convey  
a relaxing atmosphere that will make 
ordering a breeze, especially when the menu  
is traditional yet experimental, familiar  
yet with a twist. Bistro Du Vin also boasts  
a wide array of excellent wines, from which  
its namesake meaning “of the wine” 
originates. Since being established in 
Singapore in 2009, Bistro Du Vin is 
continuously branching out as one  
of the most authentic French bistros— 
the perfect place to satisfy that strong 
craving while enjoying the company  
of family and friends. 

An authentic dining 
experience for both 
French food lovers  
and first timers

Written by Andrea Arines   
Photographed by Mike Cuevas of Studio 100
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SPOTLIghT  I  RESTAURANT

Bistro 
Du Vin

Bistro Du Vin is located at the ground floor of Edades Tower and Garden Villas, Plaza Drive corner Hidalgo Drive, Rockwell, Makati.  
They are open daily from 11:30am to 2:30pm for lunch and from 5:30pm to 10:30pm for dinner. For inquiries and reservations, call (02) 958 6712.

Bistro Du Vin’s high ceiling, mirrored walls,  
black-and-white-tiled floors, and lone chandelier 
remind you of an old-school French bistro 
that is lavish yet comfortable.



Vintage memorabilia shipped straight from 
France create a homier ambiance, along 
with classy jazz music that enhances 
the experience of dining in an authentic 
French restaurant.

Bistro Du Vin’s Pâtés et Rillete (P465) is a combo 
platter of pork pâté and duck rillettes that are best 
paired with slices of toasted bread. Another main 
dish bestseller is Bouillabaisse (P995), a hearty fish 
stew that is commonly known as the restaurant’s 
“catch of the day.”

Red, a stylishly striking accent color, serves as  
a good contrast against the wooden chairs paired 
with marble-top tables. 

107



100 Dream Houses from Down Under
Today’s modern builders, especially  
with their evolving perspectives,  
take environmental agenda as a major 
consideration in putting up the best 
contemporary homes across the globe.  
100 Dream Houses from Down Under 
features dwellings that have undergone 
significant renovations to acquire 
unthinkable architectural house forms. 
Check out these 100 homes that were all 
once a dream but have now become  
real-life houses of the modern century. 
Aside from inspiring you to design  
your own, this book also presents 
sustainability as a relevant factor 
in this generation’s interior and 
architectural designs.

Art on the Wall
It’s about time that you invest on decent  
wall décor that will add character  
and life to your plain, boring walls.  
Art on the Wall gives you more than  
a hundred ideas on how you can 
transform the look of your home  
by simply adding wall art or murals.  
No major redecorating is required,  
as long as you know what appropriate 
designs and colors to use in specific areas. 
This book does not only concentrate  
on homes, but also gives you an array  
of wall design options for offices, personal 
work spaces, restaurants,  
and more.
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Gardens are for Living: Design 
Inspiration for Outdoor Spaces
Guided by her philosophy that gardens 
are for living, author Judy Kameon 
teaches readers how to bring life outdoors. 
This book not only focuses on outdoor 
aesthetics, but also gives special attention 
to making any outdoor space  
as inviting and relaxing as the indoors. 
Gardens Are for Living shows readers  
how to make your outdoor retreat  
a perfect location for occasions  
and gatherings. Learn straight from  
the author’s out-of-the-box perspective 
and get infected by her undying love  
for outdoor living. This is a worthy 
investment that will certainly make you 
long for a garden party all the time.   

P2,799, available  
at Fully Booked

P1,925, available 
at Fully Booked

P2,299, available 
at Fully Booked

Know where to spend your money on  
for a well-designed yet liveable home
Written by Aisne Trinidad  |  Photographed by Mike Cuevas of Studio 100

Inspirational 
Investments





L ocated in one of the Philippines’ most untouched regions, Ananyana 
Beach Resort and Spa is a tropical paradise with Filipino-styled rooms 
that only cater to a limited number of guests for a more intimate 

ambiance. The resort also organizes excursions upon request, so it becomes 
more convenient for you to travel to the surrounding islands. After taking a trip 
to the Chocolate Hills, dolphin and whale watching, island hopping, renting 
a motorbike, or going on a sunset cruise, you will long for an escape that can 
address your needs—all within the confines of Ananyana Beach Resort and Spa, 
where nothing is close to ordinary.  
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The kitchen and service staff serves appetizing 
meals in the open-air restaurant and lounge,  
as well as at the beach bar. 

The owner suite, two duplex family suites, and 10 other 
suites are all stylishly spacious and overlooking a vast sea. 
The exteriors of the Ananyana Beach Resort and Spa follow 
traditional architecture, making the overall design blend 
with the surrounding coconut palms and trees. 

Ananyana Beach Resort and Spa is located in Doljo Beach, Panglao Island, Bohol. It is approximately 20 minutes away from Tagbilaran Airport.  
For inquiries and bookings, call (038) 502 8101, 502 8022, 502 8018, 0912 594 7486; email the.ananyana@gmail.com; or visit facebook.com/ananyanabeachresort.

Your dream destination in Panglao Island, Bohol
Photographed by Mark Jacob of Studio 100

Ananyana Beach 
Resort and Spa
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Right: All suites are designed in 
traditional Filipino style with  
a comfortable king-size bed  
and a terrace or balcony. Book the owner 
suite (P25,000/per night) if you want  
to have the best experience,  
as the room is directly in front 
of the pool and ocean. The family room  
for four costs P14,620, while the 
standard room for two costs P9,460. 
Breakfast is exclusive, since the 
restaurants have an ala carte menu.

Below: Aside from the spa, you may 
also find comfort right in the middle  
of the shore, under the palm trees,  
in the lush gardens, or by the pool  
while having exquisite cocktails  
and snacks.

Indulge in a relaxing massage at Ananyana’s outdoor spa, where natural essences and 
fragrant oils are used to soothe your body and mind.

Even the semi-open bathroom offers a good view of the 
breathtaking scenery. 

Enjoy a stroll at the beach or simply relax on a chaise lounge, taking in  
the panoramic view of Cebu and Bohol islands at the same time.



W atching the sunrise with a cup of coffee on one hand. Lying flat on the sand 
with coconut trees framing the clear blue sky. Snorkeling with a thousand 
marine species scattered in a deep seabed. Losing yourself in a forest 

of greens with a pack of birds humming softly. Spending consecutive nights 
in a Filipino-inspired villa with nothing but relaxation in mind.

If you long for this kind of serene retreat, the most ideal destination to book  
a trip to is at Narayani Villas in Palawan. Its beachfront location makes it accessible to 
Long Beach, a 14-kilometer stretch of powdery white sand along the Western coastline 
of San Vicente. A secluded yet equally convenient beach resort, Narayani Villas is a 
great option when traveling with the entire family, a large group of friends, or even a 
pack of employees ready for a company team building event. 

With a nearby airport now operational and the cementing of roads finishing soon, 
there is an easier and more comfortable route that directly leads to San Vicente  
or gives access to Puerto Princesa. Give it a couple more years, and it won’t be  
a surprise when Narayani Villas is the next top tourist destination in the country.  
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Narayani Villas is comprised of two Filipino-inspired beach villas flanking a common kitchen and dining area. A night at the master villa costs P5,000, but if you 
prefer to occupy both, rate is P15,000. This includes 24-hour uninterrupted electricity, fully air-conditioned rooms, toiletries, and flat screen TVs with satellite cable.

Engage in outdoor activities like windsurfing, 
surfboarding, scuba diving, snorkeling, island 
hopping, rainforest treks, mangrove tours, bird 
watching, camping, and sightseeing. Narayani 
Villas will be happy to arrange these adventures  
for you and your family or friends.

Narayani Villas is located in Inarayan, Barangay Agutaya, San Vicente, Palawan. It is approximately 15 minutes away from San Vicente Airport.  
For inquiries and bookings, call 0917 326 4342 or email angge.gwapa@gmail.com.

Hidden paradise: finding solace in a remote beach of Palawan
Photographed by Mark Jacob of Studio 100

Narayani Villas
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To further delight its guests, Narayani Villas hopes 
to build additional cottages, a full restaurant, a bar, 
and a pool in the near future.

The main villa has two floors spacious enough  
for nine people, but extra mattreses for P500 each 
can be provided for additional guests. Furniture 
pieces are designed in such a way that they can 
be converted into a sleeping area at night. 

Narayani Villas gives you the option to hire a cook for the duration of your stay: P200 for breakfast,  
P350 each for lunch and dinner, or P1,000 for a pre-booked customized menu.

The master or small villa is good for two people, but can accommodate another extra mattress.  
Each villa is equipped with its own bathroom.



Investments are all about nurturing the self.  
When we invest in meaningful relationships,  
in worthy properties, and in stocks, we are equally 

investing in ourselves. Taking care of our health, learning 
new skills, and spending time with loved ones are all 
forms of investments. But the more tangible investment 
comes in the form of houses—where  
and how they’re built, decorated, and maintained. 
“Having a happy home is a good and wise investment, 
from which the benefits you’ll reap are a hundred-fold,” 
says celebrity feng shui expert Master Hanz Cua.

Good feng shui at home is necessary to invite 
prosperity, good health, and success. It’s important  
to check your home’s potential location even before 
getting down to business, so as to ward off any unwanted 
negative energy right from the beginning. Surveying  
the vicinity to get a feel of the neighborhood is one way 
to see if the location is good. When you’re surrounded by 
pleasant people, chances are, you’ll be living  
with them in good harmony.

Make your main door strong and sturdy because  
this is a sign of stability in all aspects of life. Keep the front 
area wide and spacious, allowing energy to move  and linger 
 around freely. Water in any form, be it a pond or a 
miniature fountain, placed by the house’s entrance can also 
be very auspicious. When building the house,  
make sure that the backyard or the structures behind  
your home are much bigger and taller than the façade. For 
instance, a mountain or a tall building behind  
your house is a good sign because it represents a solid 
backbone, which equates to great support for keeping  
the home intact.

Remember to keep the ambiance of your home 
conducive to relaxing, recharging, and readying  
yourself for whatever it is that you have to accomplish. 
“The energy you house in your home will affect  
how your energy will be in whatever you do outside,” 
concludes Master Hanz. 

Feng shui tips to get you started  
on that lifelong investment

Written by Patti Sunio  |  Illustrated by Electrolychee Studio

Deal or 
No Deal
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Rat
Rats will be the targets of backstabbers and gossipers  
in the workplace, so it’s advised that you keep your focus 
on getting work done. You should also invest in a  
property this month, so as long as you find someone  
who can offer a reasonable price, give it a go.
Invest on these dates: 1, 3, 7, 9, 12, 17, 21, 24, 25, 29
Don’t close deals on: 7, 19, 31

Ox
With positive outlook and enthusiasm, the Oxen  
will enjoy whatever life throws at you this month.  
May is also a good time for investing in stocks,  
but you must consult with reputable brokers.  
You can further your luck by investing in redesigning 
your home and workspace.
Invest on these dates: 1, 3, 7, 9, 12, 17, 21, 24, 25, 29
Don’t close deals on: 7, 19, 31

Tiger
Tigers should take a breather from work-related duties 
this May, and make time for out-of-town trips with 
family and friends. A good investment this month would 
be a new car, as well as a clean and ready garage to house 
it in.
Invest on these dates: 2, 6, 10, 11, 14, 18, 22, 23, 26, 30
Don’t close deals on: 8, 20

Rabbit
Rabbits may experience family problems this month,  
so always keep communication lines open and invest  
in quality time together. Other worthy investments  
for Rabbits this May include insurance plans for family 
members and a home theatre that everyone will enjoy.
Invest on these dates: 3, 7, 10, 11, 15, 19, 22, 23, 27, 31
Don’t close deals on: 9, 21

Dragon
It’s about time for Dragons to welcome new energy into 
your homes. Open windows, de-clutter, and throw away  
items connected to past memories. Moreover, redesigning 
your interiors or buying new furniture and appliances  
can likewise attract positive vibes.
Invest on these dates: 4, 8, 9, 12, 15, 20, 21, 24, 28
Don’t close deals on: 10, 22

Snake
Snakes may be accident-prone this month. You should 
be extra cautious with machinery, including vehicles.  
On the other hand, May is a good time for Snakes  
to invest in a new car and health insurance.
Invest on these dates: 1, 8, 9, 13, 17, 20, 21, 25, 29
Don’t close deals on: 11, 23

Horse
Horses should practice good hygiene before eating.  
Be careful of what you eat, and invest in medical 
insurance this May. Fixing your home kitchen  
and bathroom is also recommended this month.
Invest on these dates: 2, 6, 7, 10, 14, 18, 19, 22, 26, 30, 31
Don’t close deals on: 12, 24

Sheep
Education is a very good investment for Sheep this May. 
It’s suggested that you invest in a study area at home, 
preferably located in the northwest sector.
Invest on these dates: 3, 6, 7, 11, 15, 18, 19, 23, 27, 30, 31
Don’t close deals on: 1, 13, 25

Monkey
Career looks positive for Monkeys this month.  
You should invest in personal development,  
and consider a closet makeover that’ll make  
you look more presentable at work.
Invest on these dates: 4, 8, 12, 15, 17, 20, 24, 28, 29
Don’t close deals on: 2, 14, 26 

Rooster
Roosters may experience financial loss this month,  
so avoid gambling and lending money. Investments  
for Roosters should be low-risk and long-term.
Invest on these dates: 1, 4, 13, 16, 17, 25, 28, 29
Don’t close deals on: 3, 15, 27 

Dog
May is a romantic month for Dogs, but those  
in relationships should be cautious of possible third party 
problems. You should invest in quality time with loved 
ones, and set aside a certain budget for your home.
Invest on these dates: 2, 3, 4, 6, 10, 15, 18, 22, 26, 27, 30
Don’t close deals on: 4, 16, 28

Boar
Boars may have a busy schedule month. Refrain from 
bringing work at home, and invest in new gadgets  
both for leisure and work-related purposes.
Invest on these dates: 2, 3, 7, 9, 11, 14, 15, 23, 26, 27, 31
Don’t close deals on: 17, 29  

Visit Master Hanz Cua at his 8 Treasures–House of Mystical Charms shop 
at 1/F EDSA Shangri-La Plaza, Mandaluyong City or get in touch with him 
at 0922 8290 382.
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Produced by Cy Yambao   I     Photographed by Mike Cuevas of Studio 100

Offbeat Pairings
Lifestyle columnist Ria Prieto’s distinct 
home items blend in to stand out

1. “I love how guests have  
a decent area to smoke that’s  
not inside the house. It’s also  
nice to hang out here during cold 
nights just to enjoy  
the outdoors.”

2. “I find this rose gold utensil  
set from Rustan’s really cute.  
It doesn’t look old because of its 
matte finish, and the design  
is super simple, which I think  
is a good balance.”

3. “I like bell jars; as you can see,  
I have quite a few. I also like  
the color of the butterflies,  
which came with the bell jar when 
I bought it.”

4. “My mom gave me this 
painting by Anita Magsaysay-Ho 
as a present because she thinks  
the woman kind of looks like me.  
It’s a hand-me-down from my lola,  
so it’s also very sentimental.”

5. “The two Foo dogs by the 
entrance door are from an antique 
dealer. I’ve always liked Foo dogs,  
but I found that these were 
different since I haven’t seen 
anything like them.”

6. “These trays are actually  
a prototype, but I don’t think 
 I have the time to really work  
on my own line of furnishings.  
I just enjoy making designs  
and having pieces done.”

7. “I like how you can see a face  
at the end of your drink with 
these Fornasetti glasses. I also have 
Fornasetti plates, but now I prefer 
the glasses as the design is discreet. I 
find them quirky and fun.”

8. “This corner by the living area 
has gone through so many mixing 
and matching because when I get 
bored, I move things around. I 
actually like making  

a big picture out of little things.  
The orange Juvenal Sanso 
artwork is from my mom,  
while the one on top was bought 
by my husband. The blue painting 
is a wedding gift from my aunt, 
and above it is a Hoya work that 
I purchased. The largest painting 
on the right is by Onib Olmedo, 
given to us by our best friend.”

9.  “I’m fascinated with taxidermy, 
such as the deer head displayed 
in the foyer. I also play with 
textures—as seen in the Cognac 
chairs from Habitat—because  
I feel these add depth to spaces.  
I don’t really do things with  
an end in mind.”

10. “I love Seletti just because 
they have color. The bigger plate 
was given by my friend Maureen 
Disini, who has previously gifted 
me with a serving platter.  
I enjoy fixing the plates when  

we host, and I like putting  
things together.” 

“I like mixing old and new—I don’t 
really follow any specific style when 
decorating,” says lifestyle columnist 
Ria Prieto. “I guess we’re inclined to 
mid-century modern, which we just 
layer with pieces we love.”
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See more of Ria Prieto’s favorite items on her Instagram (@riaprieto).
Ria Prieto’s makeup by Lynn Niduaza (0917 416 3317)








