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Gone are the days of dull and 
styleless smaller capacity 
bikes, replaced with a new 
generation of sharp and 
sexy hedonists. Kawasaki’s 
new Z300 arrives on UK soil 
with a liberal dose of lunacy, 
so just how good is the £4349 
naked, and can it best a Duke 390?

If they were cakes, they’d be red hot 
right now. Mid-capacity cruisers and 
customs are perfect for our cluttered 
roads and the suburban grind. They’re 
the ultimate day bike, and fashionable 
night crawlers, but does Kawasaki’s all-
new Vulcan S deliver enough soul and 
style to take on the current Japanese 
king, the XV950, or the legendary 883?

Small bike, 
big heart

Night 
crawlers
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DUCATI ACE 
SMOKES ’EM
This wasn’t quite what MotoGP 

rider Yonny Hernandez had in 

mind when it came to putting in a 

hot lap in Argentina at the weekend. 

The Pramac Ducati rider – riding 

one of Cal Crutchlow’s bikes from 

last year – suffered an oil leak which 

quickly escalated into a full-on 

inferno and also held up Britain’s 

Scott Redding who was following 

close behind. See the full sequence 

as the Ducati goes into meltdown.

Love racing? Love MCN’s Sport 

Extra. This month’s special in-

stallment brings you 20 pages of 

unmissable sport insight.

He has been the halo of hope that 

has surrounded every dark mo-

ment in GP racing for 40 years. 

Dr Costa talks Clinica Mobile. 

The greatest hope in every year of 

GP racing is that it will surprise and 

entertain us with stunning racing. 

2015 is shaping up to deliver just 

that, not to mention the possibility 

of two British GP champions.
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Man on a mission meets 
a Suzuki with a purpose
V-Strom 650XT joins the fleet with plans for travel

Eight life-saving 
back protectors P46

Need to go a long way on 
a small budget, buy the 
right tyres, f rst time P42

Rubber for 
big miles

Sacked!

Protect 
yourself

Simon Relph reviews 
his favourite tool, 
PLUS gloves, luggage 
and neck tubes P49

A tool for all 
occasions

Get naked without busting your fasteners P44

How to strip your bike

Need to go a long way on 
a small budget, buy the 

P42

Rubber for 

A tool for all 

Five hot picks from 
MCN’s shop P48

#MCNwednesday

Cal Crutchlow af er his third 

plan at Argentina MotoGP

‘Marc went way too 

hard at the start and 

burned the tyre. 

I planned to do a 

certain lap  time and I 

thought that anyone 

going faster would 

wreck the tyre’

P26

It was a film project that changed the shape 

of biking globally as the ‘Charley and Ewan 

effect’ set the world alight with a new love for 

knobbly tyres, aluminium panniers and the GS.

SPEEDY SCIENCE

P28

P40

What makes John McGuinness so fast around 

the Isle of Man Mountain Course, and why 

can’t MCN’s Adam Child keep up with him? 

Two days on track wearing data suits and 

riding a datalogged bike might just reveal the 

truth about John’s phenomenal speed. 
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BARGAIN OF 
THE WEEK

Yamaha Fazer 600 £1795
SELLER SAYS: 2001, 3625 miles. 

Outstanding condition, with very low 

mileage. Two owners, service history, 

3 miles since last MOT. Hugger & taller 

screen fitted (originals included), recent 

big service – needs for nothing.

MCN SAYS: These are simply fantastic 

bikes, and this one is almost as new! 14,100  bikes for sale

P80

P54

EYEWITNESS 
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It looks like we’re in for the MotoGP 
season we've always dreamed of... 

SURPRISES 
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We’ve never seen a Rossi like this 
When Valentino Rossi walked into the paddock at the opening Sepang test he had the air of a man completely at ease. 
We haven’t seen that level of conf dence from the Italian in years. Just maybe it bodes well for an historic 10th title 

His failures at Ducati robbed him 

of the invincibility everyone had 

been so accustomed to. Last year 

he proved he was the only rider 

consistently able to make life difficult for Marc 

Marquez. But winning in Qatar and then leading 

the world championship after two rounds shows 

Rossi’s once again a true title contender.

At the start of the season everyone hoped Vale 

could still compete with Marc Marquez, but the 

proof of the pudding would have to wait until the 

season started. Being fast in testing is one thing, 

but getting the job done over a 45-minute race is a 

very different story. Rossi’s win in Qatar, which he 

called one of the best of his career, was a stunning 

statement of intent for 2015. It said: I’m here to 

win a 10th title.

When he returned to Yamaha in 2013 he 

showed flashes of his greatness, but couldn’t 

sustain it for a full season. His solitary win came 

at Assen, a race where Jorge Lorenzo rode with 

a fractured collarbone, and was a fortunate 

victory rather than an earned one. But last year 

he was a changed rider; a new crew chief, a new 

riding style, and most importantly a reinvigorated 

motivation to prove himself drove him to take on 

Marc Marquez.

The Spaniard won the first 11 races and the 

title fight was largely academic by June, but as 

Marquez’s closest challenger Rossi proved that 

he was still capable of being a champion. Over the 

winter he continued to get more comfortable with 

his new riding style and now it’s far more natural 

than it was last year. That’s translated into much 

more speed on track and an exponentially more 

confident rider capable of fighting elbow-to-elbow 

with anyone else.

When the definitive book is finally written on 

Rossi’s career the statistics will say he won more 

premier-class races and titles than any other rider 

– but the most impressive thing about his career 

is that he was able to be a front-runner for 20 

years, reinventing himself and his style at will. At 

36 years old Rossi’s desire to train everyday and 

keep at the sharp-end of the sport he loves is like 

an Olympian representing their country for five 

Games straight. It’s incredible and something his 

rivals consistently talk about as the one attribute 

that they respect above all else. 

The truth is, riding a bike is all that matters to 

Rossi. He has more money than he could ever wish 

to spend, a band of loyal friends, and no need to 

risk injury any longer. If he retired tomorrow he 

would rightly be heralded as the greatest rider 

of all time, yet he still consistently comes back 

to race. This year is the most competitive field 

we’ve ever seen in MotoGP – far more so since the 

days we saw Rossi triumph over Roberts, Biaggi, 

Gibernau or Stoner – yet it’s still the grand master 

that’s leading the way.

SO FAR
It looks like we’re in for the MotoGP 
season we've always dreamed of... 
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Reinvigorated Rossi held off a tooth-and-nails charge from Dovi in Qatar

It was Qatar that sprung the first real surprise: 

Marquez made a mistake as a result of 

pressure he felt from the Yamaha and Ducati 

riders. Fighting back through the field to finish 

in the top five was impressive, but he didn’t 

have the pace to win that race. 

Next came COTA, a circuit tailor-made 

for Honda-mounted Marquez. But while his 

stunning pole lap was rightly heralded as one 

of the greatest in MotoGP history, it was also a 

sign of how hard he needs to push this year.

On that lap the bike was always on a knife-

edge, every corner looked like a crash about 

to happen. Such is the speed of his rivals, 

Marquez will now have to perform miracles 

to claim pole position at most races. Starting 

from the second row is now a genuine concern 

for him and that puts him at risk of first corner 

accidents. Being able to get away and pull out 

a lead becomes harder, and because of his 

aggressive riding style a mistake is always a 

possibility. And while you can get away with 

small mistakes and running wide when you’re 

in front, you won’t when you’re in the pack.

Make no mistake, Marquez is the favourite 

to win a third title this year, but it will be the 

hardest fight of his career so far.

It only gets 
harder for 
Marquez

season we've always dreamed of... 

We’ve never seen a Rossi like this We’ve never seen a Rossi like this 

hardest fight of his career so far.
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Over the winter Jorge Lorenzo looked 

reinvigorated. The double MotoGP champion was 

primed to win again in 2015 and put a miserable 

year behind him. But bad luck has curtailed his 

charge so far, and whether it’s a freak helmet 

problem or health issues the simple fact is that 

the championship standings sadly don’t come with 

mitigating asterisks beside his name. Only results 

matter and Lorenzo hasn’t had enough of them 

yet. He can still win the title, but how many believe 

he will? Jorge needs to turn his fortunes around 

soon – to banish the suspicion he’s set to inherit 

Dani Pedrosa’s jinx.  

Maturity and patience aren’t two words that 

come to mind when one thinks of Andrea 

Iannone, but the strides he’s made over the 

winter are a clear indication that he is on the 

verge of becoming the latest alien.

The Italian is riding like the man who was 

capable of riding off into the distance in Moto2 

races. In those days consistency and application 

were clearly an issue and that’s continued to be 

the case at Pramac for the last two years. But 

now Ducati finally look to have a kingmaker not 

a widowmaker on their hands in the form of the 

GP15, he’s surely ready to win in MotoGP.

Danny Kent and Sam Lowes 

made history in America 

by becoming the first Brits 

since 1977 to win races on the same day, and the 

pair have firmly established their credentials as 

title favourites. 

Lowes has dominated Moto2 so far this year. 

His early-season pace has showed he is the 

fastest man in the intermediate class, 

but mistakes and crashes will hurt his 

chances. Once he irons out these little 

issues, title rivals Johann Zarco and Tito 

Rabat will be quaking in their kangaroo-

skin boots. 

Kent stepped back to Moto3 last year, 

and having struggled for the first half of 

the year his grand prix career was clearly 

under threat. But a move to Leopard 

Racing has reinvigorated his chances. He’s 

settled into the team instantly and spent 

the winter training harder than ever. And 

it’s paid off by making him the man to beat 

in Moto3. The manner in which he rode 

away from the competition at COTA showed 

how complete a rider he has become.

Britain’s on 
the brink of 
a GP champ

Lorenzo 
has a case 
of Spanish 
flu

Iannone 
is ready to 
beam up

Moto2 rivals don’t have an answer for Lowes’ raw pace

Cheer up Jorge, there’s still 15 rounds to go

Now riding harder for wins, 

Marquez may not have the 

energy for celebrations

Pedrosa’s out for the 

foreseeable, but HRC didn’t 

want Casey to take his place

Rossi welcomes Iannone into the alien club
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A recurrence of arm-pump problems left 

Dani Pedrosa on the sidelines after Qatar. 

Surgery will hopefully solve the problem 

but until he can prove his fitness his career 

is hanging in the balance. When Casey 

Stoner made an offer to return to Repsol 

Honda it was amazingly rejected by HRC. 

The Japanese bosses decided that after two 

years of pleading with Stoner to return to 

MotoGP he wasn’t ready to come back as a 

replacement rider.

It appeared Honda were unwilling to risk 

Stoner looking off the pace and fighting for 

points rather than podiums. HRC test rider 

Hiro Aoyama was instead drafted in, and 

was promptly out-qualified by the Open 

Hondas in Austin. Surely the risk of seeing 

Stoner in the lower reaches of the top 10 

would have been a more acceptable risk. 

Stoner took to twitter to vent about 

the decision, but with a racing return at 

this year’s Suzuka 8 Hours he will get 

the a chance to prove that he is still as 

fast as ever.

HRC snub Stoner
over Pedrosa

5
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UNDER THE SKIN OF THE    
Hidden away in the depths of Norton’s 
Donington Hall headquarters, the SG4 
looks like a menacing shark lurking in 
the gloom. It’s accompanied by Senior 
Design Engineer Johnny Cusack, one 
of the team reponsible for the bike’s 
aggressive redesign. 

Just 24 hours after the finished fair-
ings were first bolted in place, MCN was 
given exclusive permission to unbolt 
them again and take an in-depth look 
at what lies beneath. Chassis

It’s all-new for 2015 and combined 
with the new swingarm is aimed at 

improving the amount of flex and me-
chanical grip and feel. The swingarm 
has been modified to increase the lat-
eral flex and at the same time reduce 
torsional flex to help combat ‘pump-

ing’ from the rear suspension. 

Suspension
The superbike-spec Öhlins TTX GP2 

AP360 rear shock is a new design 
made especially for the SG4. Up front 

is the same Öhlins FGR300 fork 
that was used in 2014, as this was 

deemed to be perfectly up to the job.  

Adjustability
The Norton SG4 isn’t a race version 

of an existing superbike, so the 
amount of adjustability available is 
greater than a standard superbike. 
Adjustment includes the steering 

offset, rake and trail, along with 
swingarm length, swingarm pivot 
mount, headstock angle, and the 
interchangeable frame panels for 
different stiffness. There is also a 

longer swingarm available.

Wheels
The carbon-fibre BST wheels are 
retained from last year. By keep-

ing unsprung weight to a mini-
mum they reduce inertia and 

lower the amount of rider input 
needed to steer the bike at high-
speed. This is especially useful 

on the TT course as so much of it 
has fast sections where a lot of 

effort is needed to turn the bike.

Fuel tank
Although visually similar to the 2014 
version, this is an all-new hand-rolled 

tank that takes five days to create using 
sheets of aluminium and an English 

wheel. The fuel pump has been relocat-
ed to not only give the shock more space 

but also hopefully cure the fuel starva-
tion problems the bike suffered last year.

LCD dash is the hub of the SG4’s Cosworth-designed electronic system Thumb operated rear brake will help Cam Donald tame the bike at the TT Norton’s electronic system wouldn’t look out of place on a GP bike

IN DETAIL

MCN man Andy 

Downes learns 

about the SG4’s 

secrets from 

Johnny Cusack

DAYS TO GO

ISLE OF MANTT COUNTDOWN

38

EAST OF ENGLAND 
SHOWGROUND 

PETERBOROUGH
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    NORTON SG4
Not only will Norton compete in 
the Superbike and Senior class, 
but they’ll also be taking on the 
competitive Lightweight class 
in partnership with The British 
Motorcycle Manufacturing 
Academy – which is run at 
Norton HQ – with MCN’s Senior 
Road Tester Adam ‘Chad’ Child 
piloting the new bike. 

The project will be run 
by students enrolled in the 
scheme, who will not only 
build the new bike, but also 
travel to the Island to crew the 
challenge. 

The project will use a proven 
Kawasaki ER-6 motor and 
bespoke Öhlins suspension, 
and testing is expected to start 
in the next few weeks. 

Stuart Garner, Norton CEO, 
commented: “It’s a great 
opportunity for the students 
to work alongside the Norton 
race team. Chad will be on hand 
giving feedback, developing 
the bike and the team. He’s 
got extensive bike testing 
experience, and knowledge of 
the Lightweight class.” 

This will be Chad’s fourth 
TT, having competed in every 
Lightweight race since the 
class was introduced in 
2012. “It’s going to be really 
interesting to work with the 
students,” he said. “Together 
we will have a steep learning 
curve; the TT is the ultimate 
test. They have bags of 
enthusiasm so it’s going to an 
exciting few weeks, and it’ll be 
great to see young faces in the 
paddock working on the bike.”

Electronics
The system was developed by 
Cosworth in partnership with 
Norton, and features the Intel-

ligent Power Supply (IPS) which 
completely replaces the tradi-

tional wiring loom with a digital 
system. The IPS can tell the team 
what has gone wrong and it will 
even attempt to fix faults itself. 

Each unit costs £10,000. 

Brakes
The 2015 bike now uses Brembo 

monobloc GP4 RR calipers, 
made from nickel-plated lithium. 
Cameron Donald requested that 
a Brembo thumb-operated rear 
brake was fitted. He will use the 

thumb brake as an additional 
manually-activated traction and 

wheelie control system.

Powerful engine 
Aprilia RSV4-derived, but actually sourced from last year’s Paul 
Bird Motorsport MotoGP team. It produces in excess of 200bhp, 
and shares almost nothing with the road bike engine. It has bil-
let side cases, a higher 15,800rpm rev limit, and a fully CNC-ma-
chined cylinder head. The crank has been balanced, and it runs 

cam and crank sensors to constantly monitor performance. 

NORTON TO RACE 

LIGHTWEIGHT TT

Young engineers take to the TT

Beautiful top yoke allows engineers to adjust steering geometry Motor’s based on an Aprilia RSV4 but shares little with the road bikeLightweight carbon-fibre rims give massive handling boost

MCNFESTIVAL.COM

May 
16-17th

2015

See Schwantz and his USA team 
take on the Brits in the 

MCN Transatlantic Trophy races
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‘£12 billion is 
needed just to get 

local roads back to 
a reasonable 

condition’

M
CN’s on-going ‘Save 
our Roads’ campaign 
is aimed at highlight-
ing the disjointed and 
ineffective bureaucracy 
surrounding the man-
agement and mainte-

nance of UK roads. In typical political 
fashion, each party blames each other, 
but MCN believes just a few key changes 
could dramatically reduce one of the 
biggest threats to UK riders – potholes. 

An emphasis on major roads, which 
make up only two percent of UK 
highways, has led to the prolifera-
tion of potholes on the roads we use 
most, claims Labour’s shadow Roads 
Minister, Richard Burden.

In an exclusive interview prompted 
by our ‘Save our Roads’ anti-pothole 
campaign, Burden said: “We think the 

We believe the new Government – 

regardless of party – must ring-

fence money for UK roads so that 

councils can plan effectively and use 

their budgets efficiently. The central 

pillar of MCN’s Charter:

O 2p from the 57.95p that 

Government takes from every litre 

of fuel should go to preventative 

road maintenance. This guaranteed 

income of around £1billion would 

allow highways authorities to plan 

maintenance properly.   

O The Government’s Code of Practice 

for road maintenance should be 

rewritten for 21st century traffic 

conditions and budget constraints.

O All road authorities should have 

a competent Highways Asset 

Management Plan, forcing them 

to think long term about road 

maintenance.

Add your voice at www.

motorcyclenews.com/

saveourroads

coalition has got its priorities com-
pletely wrong in relation to the local 
road network. Most journeys start and 
finish on local roads, not the strategic 
network [major A-roads, motorways 
etc]. And even with the extra money 
they’ve put in, the total now is still 
less than when they came into power. 

“I think there should be a much 
greater focus on local roads. The scale of 
the challenge here is huge – £12 billion 
is needed just to get the local road net-
work back to a reasonable condition.”

Burden cited the Government’s 
plan to turn the Highways Agency, 
who maintain the major roads, into a 
wholly owned Government company. 
“This was their big reform on roads 
last year. Let’s get this into perspec-
tive; the Highways Agency controls 
just two percent of Britain’s roads.” 
It should be said, however, that those 
roads carry 30% of Britain’s traffic. 

Burden continued: “We need to get 

By John Westlake

MCN CONTRIBUTOR MCN’s Roads Charter

If candidates come 
knocking on your door, 
be sure to ask them 
about potholes

‘GOVERNMENT HAS 
ROAD PRIORITIES 
COMPLETELY WRONG’
Shadow Roads Minister slams coalition for leaving local roads to disintegrate

EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW
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BMW K1600 goes supersize
A new version of BMW’s six-cylinder 
K1600 range-topper has been spied 
undergoing tests, and reveals a new 
look for the GT, and that a bagger 
version is in development. 

This new variant will add a third 
model to the range, alongside the 
existing GT and GTL, while it also 
signals a mid-life refresh for the 
whole model range. It’s understood 
from BMW insiders this new model 
has been designed at the request of 
BMW America to meet their market’s 
desire for a ‘bagger-style’ bike. At 
the heart of the new bagger is the 
mighty 1649cc across-the-frame 
straight six, which is unlikely to be 

retuned from the 160bhp it produces in 
the GT and GTL super-tourer models. 
While all markets will get the option to 
include this model in their range, it’s 
unlikely to be a big success outside of 

‘It’s understood 
this new model 
has been designed 
at the request of 
BMW America’

Six-cylinder range revamp lead by new ‘bagger’
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America when it’s launched in late 
2015 as a 2016 model. However, the 
sportier GT, and touring GTL, models 
will almost certainly benefit from 
many of the detail changes seen here. 

BMW are remaining extremely 
tight-lipped about the new bike – 
indeed the company never comments 
on spy shots or any expected new 
models – but the spy shots reveal a 
host of changes to the fairing panels 
of the bike in an effort to reduce its 
visual bulk, and tidy some of the 
more fragmented design elements. 
Expect to see the new three-bike 
range at the EICMA show in Milan 
this November. 

a much more long-term view. If you 
maintain your roads properly then in 
the long term it saves money. To do that 
you need to encourage local authorities 
to manage their assets properly - it’s 
frightening how many authorities do 
not have asset management plans [these 
set out the council’s long-term plan for 
maintaining roads, and around 60% of 
councils don’t have one - Ed].” 

Longer term, Burden said Britain’s 
roads would be improved if local au-
thorities are given more power and 
money, moving it away from central 
government. “We [Labour] would look 
at a devolution of power to the regions. 
That would mean £30 billion going out 
to regions, providing they put together 
the institutions that can manage that 
money. Transport will be vital in that. 
There has to be an incentive for local 
authorities to control their resources 
much better than they do now, and this 
devolution would be it. We wouldn’t 

Potholes by 
numbers

Time to clear maintenance 
backlog at current budgets: 

12 years

Frequency of road 
surfacing: 

63 years

Average cost to fill 
one pothole: 

£57

Amount paid in 
compensation for 
pothole damage: 

£23m

Number of potholes 
filled in 2014: 

2,670,350

Proportion of budget 
spent filling potholes: 

25%

just be telling local authorities to fix 
the potholes, we would be offering 
them the means to do it.”  

Burden also told MCN that Labour 
would focus on increasing the number 
of traffic police if they get into power. 

“We’ve got 17,000 fewer police now 
than when the coalition came in, and 
there’s been a 23% decrease in traffic 
police. That has a consequence - I don’t 
think it’s unrelated to the 44% decrease 
in the number of drivers convicted for 
using mobile phones. And driver dis-
traction is right up there with drink 
driving in terms of danger. They may 
not be investigating burglaries, but 
keeping people safe on the roads is front 
line policing in my view. Where would 
the money come from? The coalition 
has spent a fortune creating Police & 
Crime Commissioners, scrapping them 
would save about £50m. That’s not 
going to transform policing, but it’s 
an indication of way our priorities lie.” 

Daft drafts are gone
The new adjustable screen appears 

to be smaller than the existing GT 

and GTL’s, suggesting the firm have 

had a breakthrough in airflow man-

agement, hopefully curing issues 

with backdrafts when the screen 

is raised. The mirrors are also new, 

and are more sculpted to aid airflow.

Panniers for bagger
The teardrop panniers on the test 

mule are likely only to appear on 

the new ‘bagger’, and probably with-

out the top-box as standard. The 

top-box and armrests are updated, 

too. Imagine the test mule without 

the top-box, and its bagger styling is 

clear to see.

Stateside styling
More horizontal pipes work in har-

mony with the bagger aesthetic, and 

are unlikely to make it to the other 

models in the range. The chromed 

slash-cut end cans are a definite nod 

to Americana, and heavily bevelled 

to still allow the excellent handling 

K to hustle when desired.

No more slabby chappie
The new fairings will feature on all K1600 

models, and are aimed at reducing the 

visual bulk of the bike. The changes centre 

on the side panels and cowl, breaking up the 

slabbiness of the original bike. Its ‘face’ 

is recognisably still K16, but sharper

 and more aggressive.  

The bagger is getting cool-looking slash-cut exhaustsThe ‘face’ is restyled but still very recognisably K1600
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REAL BIKERS. REAL LAWYERS. REAL ANSWERS.
Real specialists in:

s  -OTORCYCLE !CCIDENTS IN %NGLAND � 7ALES� %UROPE AND 
THE )SLE OF -AN

s 4AKEOVER CLAIMS FROM OTHER 3OLICITORS

s  2OAD 4RAFl C /FFENCES� FROM SPEEDING TO $EATH BY 
$ANGEROUS $RIVING

s  /BTAINING COMPENSATION WHERE 
YOUR PERSONAL INJURY CLAIM HAS 
BEEN UNDERSETTLED BY YOUR 
PREVIOUS APPOINTED SOLICITOR 

‘Coming over 
loud and clear is 
the sheer depth 
of enthusiasm 
from the clubs’

CLUBLAND AT MCN FEST 
UK’s top bike clubs roll out incredible range at the MCN Festival of Motorcycling 

T
he clubs area of the all-new MCN 
Festival is filling up fast with 
some spectacular classic and 
modern machines, gathered 

together in celebration of MCN’s 60th 
birthday. Several clubs are working on 
themes, and where possible sourcing 
1955 machines to commemorate MCN’s 
first year of publication.

The Ducati Owners club will display 
over 30 bikes, and stand organiser 
Steve Benn has confirmed a 1955 Cuc-

ciolo model from the infant years of 
the marque. Ducati members are on 
a high right now thanks to the firm’s 
terrific successes in recent years and 
because of the storming start the Italian 
bikes have made in MotoGP. The lat-
est Scrambler models will join Pani-
gales, Diavels, Monsters, Multistradas, 
SS and 916 Superbikes, and even a 
Desmosedici. It’s a line up that traces 
the glorious evolution of the glamour 
brand of power and passion.

The Honda Owners Club too are 
hunting down a 1955 example of the 
Japanese marque from its 2000-plus 
members and will display key models 
from the past 60 years. Organiser Erica 
Gassor is working on bringing along a 
CBX, CB1100R, CX Turbo and the iconic 
RC30. She promises a leading display 
to reflect Honda’s status as the UK’s 
best-selling brand for over 40 years.

Feisty Yamaha twins in concours 
original and modified form will pop-

ulate the RD Aircooled club stand. 
Events co-ordinator Robin Melmoth is 
sourcing the best examples to provide 
a fantastic display of Yamahas that 
helped make the 1970s the golden era 
it was including the once-feared, air-
cooled RD400.

Honda Gold Wing owners celebrate 
40 years of the landmark tourer that 
set new standards of comfort and 
serenity in the touring class. Stand 
organiser Jim Razey is sourcing a first 

It’s a great year 

for Duke fans
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Experts in:

Diesel Spills

Filtering Accidents

Serious Injuries

No-Win, No-Fee Claims

MOTORCYCLE ACCIDENT SOLICITORS

LEGAL EXPERT

CALL NOW  
01446 794 169

WWW.BIKELAWYER.CO.UK

Erik Buell Racing, the firm that rose 
from the ashes of the doomed Harley-
Davidson era of Buell, has sadly gone 
the same way as its previous incarna-
tion, shutting the doors to the factory 
and filing for bankruptcy protection 
against $20million of credit liabilities. 

The US motorcycle maker, which is 
49.2% owned by the huge Indian firm 
Hero Motocorp Ltd, has laid off the 
126 staff at its Wisconsin-based fac-
tory, and at this time it looks unlikely 
that a rescue bid will be mounted to 
save the firm.

“We thought we had secured fund-
ing, but in the end, we were not able 
to get the funding in place. Therefore 
we need to do the best we can under 
the circumstances for all interested 
parties,” said Erik Buell in a statement 
about the closure. 

Erik Buell Racing 
f les for bankruptcy

BuellÕs latest bikes 

were much-admired 

but, it would seem, 

little-bought

When Buell shut its doors in 2009 
after Harley withdrew their support, 
Erik Buell regained control of the firm 
– which had existed since 1983 prior 
to Harley’s takeover in the late 90s – 
and it seemed that the investment by 
Hero Corp would guarantee the firm 
a future. But just as the firm got into 
full stride with the release of their 
well-received 1190RX and SX models, 
they have seemingly faltered under 
the financial burden of their rebirth. 

Bids will be solicited for the com-
pany, with the winning bid to be 
determined by a state court. Any 
proposed sale is subject to court 
approval and higher or better bids, 
but the company anticipates that 
its assets will be sold, according to 
a state Department of Workforce 
Development notice that announced 
the immediate termination of the 
employees’ contracts.

“I am personally grateful for the 
support of our outstanding workers, 
customers and vendors. While this is 
a sad ending, I personally hope for a 
new and better beginning,” said Buell. 
Hero maintained that the closure of 
EBR would not impact its own R&D 
and future product plans.

‘We were not 
able to get the 

required funding 
in place’

of type 1975 model and members will 
provide examples to tell the story of the 
mighty Wing from its 1000cc water-
cooled, four cylinder origins to the 
latest 1800cc models. 

Triumph Owners are working on a 
display of 10 different landmark models 
representing the Meriden and Hinckley 
factory years of the UK’s leading and 
best-loved domestic marque. Organiser 
Alan Barker is keen that Triumph is 
seen in the best possible light, reflect-

ing the storming success of Triumph 
in recent years.

All club stands are being encouraged 
to take the show business approach for 
the Festival. Many, including VSOC, 
have already adopted this policy, re-
alising that it is good for club prestige 
and attracting new members as well 
elevating the status of any show they 
attend. Club Zone co-ordinator Brian 
Crichton: “Coming over loud and clear 
is the sheer depth of enthusiasm from 

clubs for two-wheels in general and 
their chosen marques in particular. 
It’s infectious and uplifting and is 
looking like really adding to the MCN 
Festival. The Club Zone will provide a 
welcoming atmosphere. Showgoers 
will be impressed by the bikes and the 
devotion they inspire.”

Clubs wishing to display at the MCN 
Festival should contact Brian Crichton 
on 01536 515851/07761 215600. Or email 
s.crichton11@ntlworld.com

Tickets
ADVANCE 

TICKET PRICES
Adult £19 Over 65 £14
Child Free (with adult)
For full details visit

www.mcnfestival.com

Expect special 

Ducatis of all stripes

An early fluttering

of the mighty Wing



way from Sevenoaks in Kent, to 

Cadwell in Lincolnshire, slept at the 

track, and then raced the next day 

before riding home again. 

Why Cadwell when you lived so 

close to Brands Hatch?

People are far more clued up these 

days. I just didn’t know how to race 

at Brands but I saw an ad in MCN 

for the British Formula Racing 

Club which said you could just turn 

up and race as long as you had 

some leathers, so I did that. I rode 

cross country to get there – a few 

of us managed to get into an ice 

cream hut to sleep inside.

Did you keep riding on the road?

I went to college when I was 16 

and then became a mechanic 

for hire. I was getting a bit of a 

name for the work I did and then 

it became just engines that I was 

working on and the business 

came from there and I set up on 

my own in 1970. I stopped riding 

on the road when the helmet law 

came out. I just raced and helped 

out at racing after that.

How tricky was it getting the 

business to succeed?

It was always hard work but I 

don’t mind that. The hardest part 

was finding people to do the work 

with me. Over the years I always 

struggled to find people who were 

good enough but at one point 

there was me and four excellent 

race engineers, and that was 

really good. Then, around 2000, 

they all left for different jobs and 

I was never able to replace them. 

I was in my 60s by then, and sold 

the business.

What was the best bit 

of working in racing?

Being part of the process of 

getting some great riders onto the 

next stage of their racing careers 

was always something I found 

rewarding. Niall Mackenzie, Terry 

Rymer, Kenny Irons… they were all 

involved. Being part of the amazing 

Marlboro Championship in the 

1980s was incredible too. Such 

a good championship. Everyone 

goes on about the Pro-Am series 

but it was crap in comparison to the 

How did you get involved in bikes?

I don’t think there was one moment or 

one bike that I remember really. When 

I was a kid growing up after the war 

everyone had bikes; that was just how 

everyone got around. No one had a car 

where I grew up and bikes were just 

transport. 

Did you start out riding on the road?

No, there were lots of bikes knocking 

about because of the number of people 

who hadn’t come home from the war 

and their families just gave the bikes 

away. Me and all my mates had lots 

of field bikes we used to ride on waste 

ground. I was the one who kept them 

all running.

What was your first road bike?

It was a Royal Enfield 250 Crusader 

Sports; it was like the Yamaha LC of its 

day because everyone else had these 

big 650s and I could ride around them 

on a little 250. I loved that bike and I 

had it for years. I used to ride it on the 

road and then ride all over the country 

to race it. My first race was at Cadwell 

Park, and this was before any of the 

motorways were built. I rode all the 

Q Next week

Adventure rider Charley Boorman

Marlboro Championship really.

How has the tuning work changed 

over the years?

Well, it’s crazy now. People phone me 

up and just say what they want and 

leave me to it. They don’t even ask how 

much it will cost; they don’t care. In 

the 1970s people needed their bikes 

back for Monday so they could go to 

work on them. In the 1980s it was the 

weekend so they could race. Now, 

many customers don’t care because 

they are doing the rest of the bike too 

and know it’s going to take months to 

sort it all out. I’m busy all the time, with 

lots of customers recreating the bikes 

they had in their youth. So a lot of the 

engines I do now are the ones I was 

working on the 1970s and 80s – it’s 

gone full circle.

Stan’s autobiography ‘Stan 

Stephens: The Mechanic Who 

Got Lucky’ is available at www.

stanstephens.com

www.motorcyclenews.com
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ÔI rode from 

Kent to 

Cadwell, slept 

at the track 

and raced the 

next day’

STAN STEPHENS
Two-stroke tuner who dominated the 1970s, 80s 

and 90s. Still f at-out creating blue smoke happiness

AGE: 70 JOB: LEGENDARY TWO-STROKE GURU 

Stan Stephens RD350LC 
Stan has built a career around his 

incredible tuning prowess

Triumph Bonneville T120
‘When you got married you used to 

get a tax rebate to help buy a house, I 

bought a bike instead’

Yamaha RD400E 

‘We developed it on the M25 before 

it was even opened’

STAN’S BIKES

ROAD BIKES

RACING YEARS

SPECIALS

The master at work. Stan is still the 

go-to man for all things two-stroke
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AVON

Fowlers of Bristol

08433 833 378

BEDFORDSHIRE

Pure Triumph Woburn

08433 833 425

BERKSHIRE

Bulldog Triumph

08433 833 429

CAMBRIDGESHIRE

Peterborough Triumph

08433 833 393

CHESHIRE

Bill Smiths Motors

08433 833 385

CUMBRIA

Cumbria Triumph

08433 833 389

DERBYSHIRE

Triumph World

08433 833 391

DEVON

Bridge Motorcycles

08433 833 402

Triumph Plymouth

08433 833 430

DORSET

Three Cross 

Motorcycles

08433 833 406

ESSEX

Jack Lilley Romford

08433 833 416

Ongar Motorcycles

08433 833 404

GLOUCESTERSHIRE

Performance Triumph

08433 833 417

HAMPSHIRE

Destination 

Triumph Solent

08433 833 426

HERTFORDSHIRE

Hertfordshire Triumph

08433 833 427

KENT

Laguna Ashford

08433 833 428

Laguna Maidstone

08433 833 410

LANCASHIRE

Youles Motorcycles

08433 833 392

LINCOLNSHIRE

Webbs of Lincoln

08433 833 383

GREATER LONDON 

& MIDDLESEX

Carl Rosner Motorcycles

08433 833 405

Jack Lilley Motorcycles

08433 833 413

Metropolis Motorcycles

08433 833 409

GREATER MANCHESTER

Youles Motorcycles

08433 833 396

NORFOLK

Norfolk Triumph

08433 833 403

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE

Pure Triumph 

Wellingborough

08433 833 423

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE

Pidcock Triumph

08433 833 379

OXFORDSHIRE

Hughenden M40

08433 833 415

SOMERSET

Total Triumph Taunton

08433 833 422

STAFFORDSHIRE

Stafordshire Triumph

08433 833 387

SUFFOLK

Sufolk Triumph

08433 833 407

SURREY

Destination Triumph

08433 833 421

SUSSEX

Destination Triumph

08433 833 419

J.S. Gedge

08433 833 411

TYNE & WEAR

Triumph North East

08433 833 400

WARWICKSHIRE

Performance Triumph

08433 833 408

WEST MIDLANDS

Triumph Birmingham

08433 833 424

Stratstone Triumph

Wolverhampton

08433 833 398

WILTSHIRE

Performance 

Triumph Swindon

08433 833 420

YORKSHIRE

A1 Moto Services

08433 833 388

Team Roberts

08433 833 384

Triumph West Yorkshire

08433 833 395

SCOTLAND

Edinburgh Triumph

08433 833 381

Shirlaws Motorcycles

08433 833 380

WALES

Robert Bevan & Son

08433 833 401

Woods of Abergele

08433 833 382

NORTHERN IRELAND

Phillip McCallen

08433 833 390

EIRE

Dublin Triumph

08433 833 397

CHANNEL ISLANDS

Bob’s Motorcycle 

Centre - Jersey

08433 833 414

ISLE OF MAN

Jason Grifths 

Motorcycles

08433 833 394

ISLE OF WIGHT

Dave Death 

Motorcycles

08433 833 418

§ With a PCP product a significant proportion of the total amount payable is payable at the end of the contract by one large final repayment, so your regular monthly repayments are low. 

Finance is subject to status and is only available to UK residents aged 18 and over. TriStar Personal Contract Purchase is only available through Triumph Motorcycle Finance which is a trading style of 

Black Horse Ltd, St William House, Tresillian Terrace, Cardif CF10 5BH. Finance figures correct as of 01.04.15 and are subject to change. Bikes must be registered by 30.06.15. Finance ofer ends 30.06.15.

THE BEST IN 

CLASS IS ALSO 

LIGHT ON THE 

WALLET
§ 

Based on: Street Triple ABS @ 5,000 miles per annum.

THANKS TO THE GREAT RESALE VALUE OF TRIUMPH MOTORCYCLES, JUST £85 PER MONTH 

PLUS DEPOSIT AND FINAL REPAYMENT GETS YOU ONBOARD A NEW STREET TRIPLE.

REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE

£7,499.00  £85.00    £4,005.00  £1,473.20 £6,025.80 

On the 

Road Price

36 Monthly

Repayments

Final 

Repayment

  

Deposit/Part 

Exchange 

 

Total Amount

of Credit 

£8,538.20  37 Months  £10.00 6.63% 6.9% APR 

Total Amount

Payable   

Agreement

Duration 

Purchase Fee Interest Rate

(Fixed) 

Representative 

APR
Included within

Final Repayment.

triumphmotorcycles.co.uk

Requires restrictor kit at an additional cost.
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Tel: 01425 620580 | Email: info@tranam.co.uk | Web: www.tranam.co.uk | For more detailed product information please email info@tranam.co.uk

THE ALL NEWRIDE YOUR WAY
Winding Roads

Find the most exciting winding roads and avoid the boring straights. 

Hilly Roads 

Stay at sea level or climb the highest peaks.

Round-trip Planning

Discover new routes by simply tapping the area you want to explore.

THIS WEEK’S 
HOT BIKES
1. Smoked Garage C-01
Can’t wait for the real Lotus 

C-O1? Make your own then. 

That’s what Bali-based 

Smoked Garage did. Rather 

than base it on a KTM RC8R, 

like the real C-01, a Kawasaki 

ER-6 lurks beneath the 

fairings, nestled in a custom 

frame. The ER’s fork hides 

beneath the shrouds, while 

the wheels were machined 

from solid, and the bodywork 

all in hand-beaten aluminium.

2. Lucky Cat Furtherer
That reversible arrow 

paintjob is nearly as stunning 

as the pure engineering that 

drips from every part of this 

build. From the extensively 

tuned R100RS motor, to the 

air-shift and digital ignition 

system, it’s an absolute 

work of art, bristling with 

aggression. Oh, and it’s got 

Nitrous, too. We’ll have two.

3. Kott Naked 
Speed 750
So many cafe racers fall foul 

of the golden rule – keep it 

simple. While there’s nothing 

simplistic about this CB750, 

hard work has given it a 

pure look. The battery and 

electrics are hidden beneath 

the GS750 tank, while the oil 

resides in the aluminium tail. 

4. Hammerbike CB550
What would you do if you lived 

deep in the frozen wastelands 

of Siberia? You’d build 

bonkers customs like this 

CB550-based ‘Crimea’. The 

Harley springer fork is a real 

highlight, mated to genuine 

Comstar wheels, and a seat 

so minimalist that you’ll have 

piles before you reach the end 

of your drive. 

5. Rocker Classic 
CB750
It’s not as delicate as the Kott 

750, but this Aussie take on 

a 1972 SOHC has a street-

brawler stance that suits the 

masculine motor. Keeping 

the original tank – painted 

inn Gulf colours – helps to 

keep the CB silhouette, and 

the 2008 GSX-R750 fork add 

further beef.

6. Skunkwerks R100 
Salt Racer
Salt sleds are getting ever-

more popular, and the R100 

motor looks great as the 

centrepiece for this build. 

Twin-spark heads help it 

to 75bhp, while it boasts a 

GSX-R fork and R1150RT 

Paralever, and the most rear-

set rearsets on earth.

7. DP Customs 
Harley 56
Hailing from Arizona, this 

very special Sportster in an 

exercise in clean minimalism. 

From the lovely gold paint, to 

the underslung box silencer, 

bold 970 shocks, Showa front 

end, and fresh DP wiring 

loom, it’s a cracker.

Stunning specials from the world’s best custom shops
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Love to explore?

With more than 30,000 items in stock, from over 
150 brands, we’ve got every biker covered

*Orders over £25, UK mainland excluding Scottish Highlands.

25,000+ product reviews   I   Free delivery & free returns* 
  I    Finance available   I   Price match promise

MCN CLOTHING AND ACCESSORY 

RETAILER OF THE YEAR
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APRILIA 
RSV4 RF

WORLD FIRST TEST

‘The missing piece of 
the superbike jigsaw’

M
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A
G
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‘A heavily 
reworked engine 
gives the Aprilia its 
membership to 
the 200bhp club’

T
hey took their time, didn’t 
they? Aprilia may be late 
arrivals to the 2015 super-
bike party, but you could 
say they’ve saved the best 
till last. 

This year has brought us a tonne of 
tasty new superbikes in the shape of 
the sensational new Yamaha R1, the 
next evolution of BMW S1000RR and 
the most powerful superbike we’ve 
ever tested: the Ducati 1299 Panigale. 
But Aprilia’s new RSV4 could have just 
pulled the rug from under them all. 

Of course, we won’t know for sure 
until we ride them all head-to-head 
in coming weeks, but right here, right 
now, at the RSV4’s world launch in 
Misano, the signs are very, very good.

A heavily reworked V4 engine gives 
the Aprilia its much-needed member-
ship to the 200bhp club. The RSV4 has a 
claimed 201bhp at the crank, up 16bhp 
over the old model. 

The RSV4 probably has close to 
185bhp at the rear wheel, so it might 
not have the dyno-confirmed 189bhp 
of the R1, or the staggering 196bhp of 
both the S1000RR and 1299 Panigale, 
but the secret to the RSV4’s speed is 
how easy it is to ride fast, but more 
about that later.

Aprilia have also refined its al-
ready class-leading ‘APRC’ (Aprilia 
Performance Ride Control) electron-
ics system and tweaked the handling, 
which again was always the best of the 
superbike bunch. 

Down on power, the previous RSV4 
never quite managed to beat the class-
leading BMWs on track in MCN group 
tests, or come close to the Kawasaki  
ZX-10R in Superstock 1000 racing. 
But now, six years and three WSB titles 
since it was born, the RSV4 finally has 
the bite to match its bark.

Where the old RSV4 would run out of 
puff around 12,000rpm, this new ver-
sion keeps on pulling hard to 13,500rpm 
and hammers straights as quickly as 
its rivals. But it’s not all about top-
end power. The V4 motor has a silkier 
throttle than ever and a flatter, easier to 
manage spread of torque. Current WSB 
Aprilia superbike rider Leon Haslam 
says the secret to the RSV4’s speed dur-
ing a race is its smooth power delivery, 
and this road version is no different. 

This is a motor that won’t upset 
the handling, cause the rear skip into 
corners down through the gears, or 
make the bike difficult to turn. Aprilia’s 
perfect, compact V4 is with you every 
step of the way, helping you go faster. 

But before we go on even more, let’s 
quickly do a bit of RSV4 housekeep-
ing. Unlike previous years when there 
were two RSV4 variants, now there’s 
just one, arriving at dealers now: the 
top-spec RSV4 RF (Factory). 

It has lightweight forged aluminium 
wheels, and fully-adjustable Öhlins 
fork, shock and steering damper, and 
‘Superpole’ graphics. Most RSV4s sold 
here in the past have been Factory 
versions, so the lower-spec RR isn’t 
being imported. 

As well as the Öhlins and the wheels, 
you get Brembo radial monoblocs, a 
beautiful polished aluminium frame 
and swingarm, and sticky Pirelli 
Diablo Supercorsa SP trackday tyres 
with a 200-section rear. And then 
there’s the electronics package…

MICHAEL NEEVES
SENIOR ROAD TESTER
michael.neeves@motorcyclenews.com

Now the RSV4’s proper fast, Aprilia’s class rivals might have to get used to this view

Continued over

Majestic control
The RSV4 RF has a more refined rac-
ing ABS system, traction, launch and 
wheelie control, a quickshifter, and 
three riding modes (Sport, Track, Race). 

New software controls the engine-
braking parameters depending on the 
gear position, so there’s less chance 
of rear wheel ‘hop’ in the lower gears. 
In ‘Race’ mode the engine braking 
is reduced below 6000rpm, so going 
into Misano’s slow first and second 
gear corners, you just whack it down 
through the slick gearbox with the 
clutch in, then release it and let the 
electronics and slipper clutch calm the 
rear. It helps you fly into corners with 
your wheels majestically in line and 
everything nicely in control.

The only electronic gizmo missing 
from the new RSV4 RF is an auto-blip-
per. Unlike the S1000RR and Panigale, 
you have to use the clutch on the way 
down through the gears, which seems 
old-school by 2015 superbike standards. 

MICHAEL NEEVES

michael.neeves@motorcyclenews.com

SEE THE

VIDEO
Watch the new RSV4 RF 

in action at its world 

launch at Misano



Aprilia claims 201bhp at 

13,000rpm (up 16bhp) and 85ftlb 

of torque from its redesigned 65° 

V4 engine. It has new cylinder head 

porting, new titanium valves, lighter 

Pankl conrods, new crankcases, 

cams and a lighter gearbox 

with revised ratios. 

Welcome to the  
200bhp club

4

 

Arguably the best electronics system 

fitted to any road bike, Aprilia’s APRC 

has been refined further. It still has 

racing ABS, traction/launch/wheelie 

control and a quickshifter, but 

there’s now gear and riding 

mode-specific levels of 

engine braking control. 

Next generation 
electronics

2

Although designed to win 

superbike and superstock races, the 

2015 RSV4 RF should prove more 

practical on the road. The new-style 

mirrors are wider, the clip-ons set 

higher and the upper fairing, 

which has 1.5kg lighter 

headlights, is more 

aerodynamic.

More real-world  
comfort

1

Only the full-fat £18,195 RSV4 RF 

(F for Factory) will come to the UK, 

not the cheaper base-model RR. It has 

fully adjustable Öhlins suspension and 

steering damper, forged aluminium 

wheels, ‘Superpole’ graphics and 

a numbered plaque on the top 

yoke to show which of the 

500 you own.

Factory special

3

Top-spec Brembos mated to sublime Öhlins gold Even the headlamps are 1.5kg lighter than before Engine position has been lowered in the frame The world will seem very different, and faster, from here

APRILIA RSV4 RF IN DETAIL

www.motorcyclenews.com
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It’s more tweaks than big changes 

in the chassis department, just to 

control the extra power. Aprilia have 

used their existing adjustable twin 

spar aluminium frame to improve 

agility, while a 4mm longer 

swingarm boosts rear grip 

and aids stability.

Handling – more 
of the same

5

A new Aprilia ‘V4-MP’ app lets 

you view your laps on a ‘virtual 

dashboard’, showing everything from 

speed to lean angle, revs, traction 

and wheelie control intervention. 

It also displays a real time lap, 

lighting up red or green to 

show you where you’re 

faster or slower.

Apps to make 
you faster

6

BMW S1000RR Sport

£14,760, 198bhp, 204kg

This is the first major 

evolution of the S1000RR 

since its launch in 2010. 

On our recent 1000s test 

it proved to be the most 

accomplished road bike, 

but it was slower than 

the new R1 and Panigale 

around Jerez.

Ducati 1299 Panigale S

£20,750, 205bhp, 190.5kg

Ducati’s old Panigale 

was an angry, slightly 

wayward superbike, but 

that’s changed with this 

1299 version. It’s beautiful, 

almost as fast as the R1 

around the track and beats 

the BMW, but it’s not the 

most refined road bike.

Yamaha YZF-R1M

£18,499, 197bhp, 200kg

Costing around the same 

as the Aprilia, the R1M is 

the RSV4’s natural rival, 

but it’s sold out. The 

standard R1 is our 2015 

superbike class-leader, 

thanks to its 600-like 

handling, big power and 

clever electronics.

 APRILIA’S EXOTIC SUPERBIKE RIVALS

Gear driven cams give a serious top-end boost

#MCNwednesday
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VERDICT
Aprilia have joined the 200bhp 

club with style. The engine mods 

have now given it the muscle 

to compete with the superbike 

class of 2015. While we’ve all 

been chattering on about the 

new R1, S1000RR and 1299 

Panigale, Aprilia have sneaked up 

and produced a potential class 

winner while no one was looking. 

WE LIKE

WE DON’T LIKE

■ Top-end punch, WSB handling

■ Smoother rider aids

■ Where’s the auto-blipper?

TECH SPEC

 Price  £18,135

 Engine  999.6cc (78 x 52.3mm),  

  16v V4

 Claimed power  201bhp@13,000rpm

 Claimed torque 85ftlb@10,500rpm

 Electronics Traction, wheelie and  

  launch control,  

  quickshifter, riding modes

 Frame  Aluminium twin spar

 Weight 180kg (dry)

 Capacity 18.5 litres

 Seat height 840mm

 On sale Now

APRILIA RSV4 RF

Road bikes don’t lean much further than this, a tribute to the RSV4’s amazing chassis

Is it as good as the new R1?

The RSV4 RF feels the closest to the R1 in 

terms of size and electronics. But the Aprilia 

has smoother engine braking control. 

It is fun?

Yes – never has a machine with so much 

performance been so easy to ride fast.

Accessories 

A full range is available, including the 

Bluetooth ‘V4-MP kit’ control unit 

and wiring for the app.

THE BIG QUESTIONS

But the Aprilia comes with the option 
of a datalogger, smartly packaged as a 
phone/tablet app (see annotations). It 
talks to the bikeÕs GPS and shows you 
real-time laps, displaying information 
about your speed, throttle position, 
lean angle and traction/wheelie con-
trol intervention, once youÕve finished 
your ride. You can also see where youÕre 
gaining and losing time, lap-on-lap. 
The app also lets you set your wheelie 
and traction control corner-by-corner.

But itÕs a clever gadget you can do 
without, as you can pre-set three levels 
of anti-wheelie in the RSV4Õs menu (as 
well as turn it off) before you set-off, 
and toggle the TC on the move with 
+/- buttons on the switchgear. 

Here at Misano, forget the app; itÕs 
a job just keeping up with the RSV4Õs 
devastating acceleration out of corners 
and focusing on the fast-approaching 
braking points. Lift the RSV4 RF up off 
the side of its Pirellis out of a corner, 
point it in the general direction of the 
next and you can twist the throttle 
completely to the stop. At first the trac-
tion and wheelie control stop you from 
sliding out of control and looping, but 
the electronics are so smooth and re-
fined youÕre still driving forward hard. 

Once upright, the electronics start 
to release their grip and youÕre treated 
to the full force of the V4. With its 
new appetite for revs, and a snarl-
ing soundtrack usually heard in only 
MotoGP or at the front of a WSB race, 
youÕre feeding in quickshift-assisted 
gears as fast as your foot can flick them. 
In return the new RSV4 RF rewards 
with savage acceleration and barely 
believable speed for a bike with lights 
and mirrors. 

Aprilia have adjusted the steering 
geometry, lowered the engine and 
extended the swingarm to cope with 
the extra power and speed, but thank-
fully it hasnÕt messed with the RSV4Õs 
sublime handling. That is simply more 
polished than ever. 

Steering is light through fast flip-
flops and when trail braking into slow 
corners, the Brembo monoblocs offer-
ing unrivalled feel and power. ItÕs easy 
to hold a line at high speed and there 
are racebike levels of feel through the 
chassis, suspension and tyres. All this 
conspires to give you the confidence to 
bury it on its ear in corners. 

On standard suspension settings the 
front wags under hard acceleration and 
the rear dances under extreme brak-

ing, but a dab of extra preload each end 
sorts that out nicely, which is the joy 
of having top quality …hlins.

Despite all this loveliness, will any-
one actually buy an RSV4 RF? They 
should. ItÕs beautifully built, using top 
components, and goes like stink. But 
for some strange reason many still see 
Aprilia ownership as a bit of a risk, or 
donÕt connect with the brand, or simply 
havenÕt got a dealer nearby, resulting 
in somewhat poor UK sales.

Aprilia had a poor reputation for 
spares back-up over a decade ago but 
thatÕs a thing of the past. These bikes 
are generally bulletproof and arenÕt 
hard to live with, so if youÕre serious 
about your superbikes this really is the 
bike for you.
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HONDA 
CB125F

T
his humble 125 is the most 
important bike in the UK 
right now. Wait, before 
you spit out your morning 
Cheerios and tell me where 
to go, let me explain. The 

new Honda CB125F is the successor to 
the CBF125, which has owned the UK’s 
best selling bike title since 2009, sell-
ing more than 2000 a year. But more 
importantly, it is the bike that has held 
so many green hands on their journey 
into the world of motorcycling. 

So, the fact that Honda have decided 
to enter 2015 with a totally new, better 

looking model to encourage even more 
potential riders is fantastic. The new 
bike has been completely restyled, has a 
virtually new engine, exhaust system, 
wheels, frame, front fork, improved 
MPG and more low to mid-range power. 

The little 125 has had a complete 
makeover. It’s lost the ugly front end, 
dropped a few unnecessary bits of 
plastic and adopted the naked theme. 
It has new tank shrouds, a sharper rear 
fender unit and a naked style nose cowl. 
Honda have also added some nice fin-
ishing touches for what is essentially a 
budget bike by including clear indica-
tors, red springs at the rear, sharper 
graphics, logos on the engine casings 
and blacked out the engine, exhaust 
downpipe, muffler and wheels. It now 
fits in with the rest of the CB family, 
mimicking Honda’s bigger CB500F 

and CB650F naked bikes. 
You can take your pick from yellow, 

blue, red or white. Whichever, it’s a 
sharper and far better looking machine 
than its predecessor. The build quality 
looks good, there is nothing glaringly 
cheap about it and the smart dash with 
analogue speedometer, fuel gauge and 
gear position indicator are a huge im-
provement. Production, meanwhile, 
has switched from India to China.

The 125 is a comfortable place to be; 
even after a 120-mile test ride from 
sunny Windsor to Goodwood and 
around Sussex, there were no achy 
bums. The handlebars are thicker 
and further back and the footrests are 
further forward, which gives a more 
upright riding position. What’s most 
noticeable, though, is the complete 
lack of vibrations from the engine. 

Singles suffer more from primary vibes 
than most engine configurations, but 
an added balancer shaft has reduced 
vibes in every gear, even at top speed. 

Overall, the engine is virtually new 
with very few parts retained from the 
old motor. One of the most important 
additions is Honda’s latest fuel injection 
system, which, coupled with a revised 
cylinder head and exhaust system, has 
increased the bike’s low to midrange 
torque and fuel economy. Honda claim 
145mpg while our economy test on the 
day returned 107, which equals 300+ 
miles to a tank, despite me riding 
relatively hard all day. As a side effect, 
the power and torque figures are down 
from 11.1bhp to 10.46 and 8.2ftlb to 7.52. 
But working with such low numbers 
in the first place, you’re not going to 
feel it. And the revised mapping and 

FIRST TEST

‘Sharper, better 
looking and even 
cheaper too’

I WANT ONE!
The CB125F is one of the best 

options for anyone after their 

first bike. At £2499 it’s already 

good value, £200 cheaper than 

the outgoing model and £100 

cheaper than its closest rival, 

the Yamaha YBR125. Honda 

also offer a finance option of 

a £99 deposit and 36 monthly 

payments of £73.77. Honda 

dealers can also provide deals 

to get you started. Prices vary 

from dealer to dealer but you 

can expect a helmet, jacket and 

gloves deal for around £100. 

There’s also a deal for the same 

gear and a CBT for £200-250.
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FI certainly adds more of a poke low 
down which makes it stronger when 
pulling away from lights than the pre-
vious model anyway.

Honda have introduced an all-new 
steel frame and 18in six-spoke wheels 
(up from 17). The CB125F also gets an 
ever-so-slightly fatter 120mm tel-
escopic fork up front and the same 

‘Honda have kept 
costs down – at 
£2499 it’s £200 
cheaper than its 
predecessor’

VERDICT
The CB125F needs to be two 

bikes in one: a bike for those 

seeking an affordable commute 

and also a bike for those entering 

into the two-wheeled world. The 

2015 model has hit the nail on the 

head in both categories. 

WE LIKE

WE DON’T LIKE

■ The price ■ Complete ease of use

■ Unbelievably friendly

■ Lack of a kill switch

NEED TO KNOW

Support 

With a Honda dealer around every 

corner, and a name renowned for 

reliability, the CB125F is a safe bet for 

newcomers and oldtimers alike 

Looks 

The naked CB styling is a  

marked improvement over the 

outgoing model. There’s nothing 

overtly budget about it

Value 

An affordable price and cheaper  

than its closest competitor makes  

it great value. The power of the Honda 

brand should mean the bike will hold 

its value better than most rivals, too

TECH SPEC

 Price  £2499

 Engine  125cc, air-cooled, 2-valve  

  OHC, single

 Power  10.46bhp@7750rpm

 Torque 7.52ftlb@6250rpm

 Weight 128kg

 Capacity  13 litres

 MPG 107

 Seat height 775mm

 On sale End of April

HONDA CB125F

Analogue dash is clear and simple. Expect 300+ miles from that full fuel tank Don’t expect rapid progress if you stick a pillion on the rearThe twin shocks now come with smart red springs

five-step spring preload adjustable 
rear shocks (now painted red for added 
speed) – they’re budget but do the job.  
The single disc brake up front and drum 
brake at the rear are competent enough 
to stop you in a hurry, and more than 
adequate for both the learner rider 
and those whizzing through London’s 
rush hour. 

Sure, the new CB125F won’t blow you 
away with any technological advance-
ments or by packing more punch than 
Lennox Lewis, but it’s not supposed to. 
Honda have kept costs down because 
the CB needs to remain THE affordable 
entry level bike – at £2499 it’s £200 
cheaper than its predecessor. Yes, it is 
a new bike from the ground up, but in 
essence it is still the same solid, prag-
matic choice for anyone considering a 
life on two wheels. 

Narrow and nimble, with 

enough low-down torque 

for you to have some fun
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BMW UK Marketing 
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McGregor and Boorman’s round-the-world epic changed 

the face of biking, but f rst they needed something to ride

BMW help out
Ewan & Charley

In the early 2000s motorcycling in the 
UK was all about the sportsbike. Little 
did anyone know that two blokes riding 
round the world with a film crew would 
change our habits en masse and send 
BMW sales rocketing. After the Long 
Way Round aired on TV, adventure bike 
sales shot through the roof leaving 
every manufacturer from the UK to 
Japan scrambling for a seat on the 
adventure bandwagon. But before the 
duo set off, they had to secure bikes. 

Charley Boorman: ‘Ewan [McGregor] 
and I were split on which bike to take. I 
was set on KTM, while Ewan favoured 
BMW. Everyone was telling us to go for 
singles but we didn’t really fancy one.’ IN
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Browse our huge range of motorbike products online

visit: www.DukeVideo.com 01624 640 000 

DukeVideo.com - whatever you’re into
we’ve got something for you

NEW RELEASES 2015 - OUT NOW!NEW RELEASES 2015 - OUT NOW!NEW RELEASES 2015 - OUT NOW! SPECIAL OFFER 
TO MCN READERS!

> Morbidelli, A Story of

Men and Fast Motorcycles

- The inside story of 

the legendary ‘70s 

giant-killers

> Marc Marquez: Story 

of a Trophy Collector - 

Official MotoGP™

documentary about the

Spanish superman

> One Man’s Dream, the 
Britten Bike Story - 
How a quiet guy from 
New Zealand turned the 
motorbike world on its
head

COMING SOON!

FREE worldwide postage of DVDs, Blu-rays and CDs 

TT HERITAGE 
SERIES BUNDLE: 

Buy TT F1 years and Senior highlights

together and SAVE 33%!
No.CTX1502 Should be £29.98

your special price £19.99
To take advantage of this exclusive 

special offer enter code:    TTHERITAGE

at the checkout at DukeVideo.com 

or phone 01624 640 000

> North West 200 2015

Official Review 

> Isle of Man TT 2015

Official Review 

> Complete Speed 

with Guy Martin

Duke and the Duke logo are registered trademarks of Duke Marketing Limited. All rights reserved.            

Russ Malkin: ‘I met Charley at a party. 
He was telling me about this adventure 
he was going on and even then he was 
adamant it was going to be on a KTM. 
A while later he calls me up and says, 
‘We’re thinking of doing it for TV, let’s 
talk’. Ewan and Charley came round 
and we had tea and toast and talked it 
through. I set up meetings with Honda, 
BMW and KTM. It was clear Honda 
didn’t have the right bike, so we went 
with the other two. KTM faxed me 
saying yes but then they wanted us to 
meet a travel representative.’ 

Boorman: ‘KTM called this German 
expert in who had made a couple of 
travel documentaries and he didn’t 



KTM are still kicking 

themselves for not kitting 

out Ewan and Charley with 

orange-coloured bikes Tarmac, desert, rivers… Charley, Ewan 

and the GSs faced all conditions

Even Boorman admits that the show’s 

huge success took them by surprise

#MCNwednesday
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Ducati Diavel Ð Change the

rules of the cruiser concept.

Available with affordable*

monthly repayments

ducatiuk.com

Representative Example:

Based on Ducati Diavel with a contracted annual mileage of 6,000.

Cash Price £14,531.00  

Deposit £3,322.30  

Total Amount of Credit £11,208.70  

Purchase Fee¤ £10.00

Duration of Agreement 37 Months

36 Monthly Repayments £159.00  

Final Repayment £8,224.00  

Total Amount Payable £17,270.30  

Interest Rate (Fixed) 9.08%

Representative APR 9.5% APR

The flexible, affordable way

to ride a new Ducati today.

§ Included in Final Repayment.

*With a PCP product a significant proportion of the total amount payable is payable at the end of the contract by one large final repayment, so your regular monthly repayments are low. Finance is subject to status and is only available to UK residents aged 18

or over. TriOptions PCP is only available through Ducati Finance which is a trading style of Black Horse Ltd, St. William House, Tresillian Terrace, Cardiff CF10 5BH. Figures are correct as of 11th March 2015. Finance offer ends 30th June 2015.

think we would be able to do it. But 

we felt it was nothing to do with them 

if we made it or not. It’s an adventure 

and there’s not supposed to be a 

guaranteed outcome. We were so 

annoyed because they said yes and 

then changed their minds. We were 

going to do it regardless of what 

anyone said. I was really pissed off and 

ripped the KTM picture of the wall.’ 

Malkin: ‘All that ripping posters off 

the wall was real. Charley was really 

upset, but you know, he’s a passionate 

guy. Behind the scenes I kept in touch 

with Tony, who was very positive from 

the start. Two hours after Charley left 

the office I called Tony and said “I’m 

coming over to make the deal”.’

Tony Jakeman: ‘As soon as Russ 

approached us we could see the 

project’s potential. We didn’t know 

what was involved financially and 

we didn’t have a general manager at 

the time so we contacted Germany. 

Their marketing division was not 

positive at all, and the press team 

weren’t even familiar with Ewan and 

Charley. Basically, Germany weren’t 

going to help so we were on our own. 

BMW Motorrad UK is an independent 

subsidiary so luckily we didn’t need 

their approval and just went ahead. We 

made the deal that day and the rest 

was history.’

Malkin: ‘I remember the guy heading 

up Motorrad globally saying “It’s not 

for us”. And then after we completed 

it, there was this huge meeting where 

he stood up and said “Look, I made 

a mistake, they did it and it changed 

motorcycling”. Even though BMW 

Germany didn’t want to do it, they didn’t 

stop the UK division, they pretty much 

said go ahead but without our support.’ 

Jakeman: ‘To be fair to KTM, the 950 

Adventure was new and they were 

worried it wasn’t ready. But we didn’t 

let KTM affect our decision, we knew 

we had a well proven bike and we were 

confident it would do the job. Germany 

admitted they got it wrong in the end.’ 

Boorman: ‘The head of KTM at the 

time felt it was a big PR disaster. But 

it’s not his fault; none of us thought it 

would be the show it was. Sure, Tony 

said yes but he didn’t know that 99% 

of these shows flop. I think ten years 

ago people were looking for adventure 

anyway; we just got really lucky and 

rode the crest of a wave.’

Jakeman: ‘It genuinely surprised us. 

We couldn’t predict what a huge 

positive it would be for BMW Motorrad, 

especially at a time when they were 

reinventing themselves. It was a critical 

time for us, and overall it was a huge 

positive for motorcycling. It reached a 

huge variety of people and not just 

motorcyclists. It took motorcycling to a 

new level, made it more exciting, 

accessible and opened more people up 

to adventure.’
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KAWASAKI 
Z300
FIRST TEST

‘Sharp supernaked 
looks meet easy-to-
use chassis’
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‘It pulls off the big 
bike illusion so 
well that you 
almost fail to 
notice its budget 
components’

T
rust Kawasaki to bring a slice 
of supernaked nuttiness to 
the A2-licence class. Forget 
dull traditional-style com-
muters, or scaled-down race 
reps, now there’s a credible, 

funky looking roadster for riders who 
aren’t licensed for, or perhaps don’t 
want to ride, larger capacity machines. 
The new Z300 is a 38bhp clone of the 
Japanese firm’s larger Zed models, 
but instead of a punch-packed, gas-
guzzling 803cc or 1043cc inline-four, 
the 300 uses the frugal but fun 296cc 
parallel-twin from the fully faired 
Ninja 300. 

Yet despite its smaller size, fewer 
cylinders and reduced price, the Z3 
doesn’t feel scrawny or cheap like many 
other manufacturers’ entry-level ma-
chines often do; there’s a real big-bike 
feel to the Z300. From its wide flat bars, 
broad low seat and aggressive super-
naked styling, the little Zed has build 
quality and presence in abundance. 
With sprinklings of design cues from 
sportier Kawasakis - like the ZX-10R-
style petal discs, the handy slip-assist 
slipper clutch, and the exhaust can that 
looks like it was lifted straight from 
the ’09 ZX-6R - it’s a bike that riders 
of all ages and abilities will feel good 
riding. It pulls off the big bike illusion 
so well that you almost fail to notice its 
more budget components, such as the 
non-adjustable 37mm conventional 
fork and the solitary, single-piston 
front brake caliper.  

It’s an illusion that continues once 
you’re onboard. The Z300’s riding 
position is excellent; those proper 
supernaked-style flat bars are at just 
the right pitch to lever out loads of fun, 
while the pegs are high enough to not 
pose any ground clearance problems, 
yet still comfortable enough to not re-
duce your knees to two painful packets 
of broken biscuits after a long ride. The 
300’s broad tank, made even broader by 

its power-dressing, shoulder-pad style 
side fairings, makes for decent lower-
body wind protection when cruising 
at motorway speeds (which it’s easily 
capable of if you are), but does give the 
bike a slightly pendulous, top-heavy 
feel at a standstill. 

Yet it’s a sensation that evaporates 
with the turn of the key. The 296cc 
parallel twin is super smooth and 
beautifully balanced, and the Z300’s 
steel frame insulates any engine vibra-
tion via its rubberised mounts. In fact, 
the baby Zed’s chassis and suspension 
work really well together. The ride 
quality is decent and the Zed’s stability 
at speed is really impressive, in spite 
of its spindly fork. 

An unkind person might say that the 
twin-cylinder motor doesn’t deliver 

EMMA FRANKLIN
PRODUCTION EDITOR
emma.franklin@motorcyclenews.com

Is it a 1000? Is it an 800? Only the Z300’s cycle parts and stickers give it away

Continued over

power in such a way that would ever 
trouble a decent frame, as the Z300’s 
low rpm drive is distinctly lacking. But 
the eager little twin more than makes 
up for it with the sheer ability to rev its 
crackers off at the top end, meaning it’s 
both docile and easy to manage for the 
daily commute, as well as being a high-
revving hoot for Sunday B-road blasts.

Whether it’s by luck or design, 
Kawasaki have managed to give their 
entry-level Zed the same engine char-
acter as the flagship ZX-10R; loads of 
revs, a top-end rush and excellent 
over-rev qualities. The Z300 makes its 
38bhp peak at 11,000rpm but manages 
to maintain that power all the way to 
its 13,000rpm red line, meaning you 
can hold on to gears longer without 
clattering into a rev limiter. Likewise, 

EMMA FRANKLIN

emma.franklin@motorcyclenews.com
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Ditch the OE tyres and 

the smallest Zed will 

corner like a demon

Smaller engined bikes like 

the Z300 and 390 Duke 

aren’t short on attitude

VERDICT
The Z300 is the great pretender; 

convincing supernaked looks 

and stance contained within 

a capable and easy-to-use 

chassis. What the motor lacks in 

bottom-end it makes up for with 

that trademark Kawasaki high-

revving character.

WE LIKE

WE DON’T LIKE

■ Big bike styling and build quality

■ Typical Kawasaki revvy engine

■ The fact it’s shy of the maximum 

power-to-weight ratio allowed

TECH SPEC

 Price  £4349

 Engine  296cc (62 x 49mm)  

  liquid-cooled, DOHC, 8v  

  parallel twin DOHC, 8v

 Power  38bhp @ 11,000rpm

 Torque  19.9ftlb @ 10,000rpm

 Frame  Tube diamond, steel

 Weight 170kg (168kg non-ABS)

 Wheelbase 1405 mm

 Capacity 17 litres

 Seat height 785 mm

 On sale Now

2015 KAWASAKI Z300 ABS

its super-smooth throttle response 
and softer bottom-end power mean 
it won’t perturb those riders who are 
just looking for a mild-mannered, good 
looking street bike to potter around 
town on, either. It even has bungee 
hooks for added practicality, and will 
return 70mpg when ridden sensibly – 
the ‘Eco’ symbol on the LCD dash let-
ting you know when you’re doing so. 

Taking up just 2kg of the 170kg 
overall wet weight, the Z300’s ABS 
system is the lightest ever fitted to a 
motorcycle, and is well worth having 
for the peace of mind it brings. The 
power and feel offered from the basic 
single-pot front caliper is adequate 
enough for everyday use, and the fork 
reacts to hard braking surprisingly 
well, while still offering decent damp-
ing over Britain’s potholed back lanes. 
The Z300 floats down A and B-roads 
with all the poise and road-holding 
of a larger machine; remaining agile 
without suffering any of the flightiness 
or feelings of vulnerability experienced 
with typical lightweight machines.

The new Z300 may be lacking the 
outright peak power its A2 category 
rivals such as KTM’s Duke 390 (43bhp) 
and Yamaha’s soon-to-be-arriving 
YZF-R3 (44bhp), but it’s the first bike 
in this class to genuinely look and 
feel like a slightly smaller version of 
its bigger cc brothers, even up close. 
It’s got all the road presence, build 
quality, style and kudos of a full-fat 
supernaked – just with enough per-
formance to ensure your A2 licence 
survives intact long enough to mature 
into a full one. 

Z300 ABS v KTM
HEAD-TO-HEAD

Kawasaki’s smallest supernaked squares up against its A2                          

When it comes to stealing a slice 

of A2 segment success, this is the 

bike Kawasaki have set their sights 

on. KTM’s 390 Duke has enjoyed 

life as one of the stars of the class, 

with young riders – and more 

increasingly older – being swayed 

by a machine that has the looks 

and attitude of the Austrian firm’s 

range-topping 1290 Super Duke R, 

but without the £14,999 outlay, 

or the need for a full motorcycle 

licence… or the resulting blue-light 

paranoia everywhere you go.  

The £4499 single cylinder, 373cc 

Duke is a different proposition to 

the Z300. Being a platform-based 

model, the 390 Duke shares its frame, 

swingarm, tank, clocks, wheels, tank 

and suspension (with some shimming 

to adjust the damping rates) with the 

smaller 125 Duke, and as such has 

that ‘aw isn’t it cute’ toy bike feel to it; 

everything from the miniaturised single 

piston radial caliper to the scaled-

down RC8-style under-slung exhaust. 

In fact, the only components that aren’t 

a cutesy version of the real thing are 

the Duke’s 43mm USD fork – which 

shares the exact same diameter as 

those on KTM’s V-twin superbike. 

At the first crack of the throttle you’d 

think the single cylinder motor had 

been sliced off the V-twin superbike 

too. Initial drive and throttle pick-up is 

a boxing glove to the Z300’s tickling 



#MCNwednesday

FEATURES 27  BUYING & 
SELLING SPORTEVENTSGARAGETHIS WEEK NEW BIKES April  22   2015

The Duke may have more 

punch, but the Z300  

has the composure

Z300’s dash just lacks gear position 

Hidden hooks give Zed some practicality

Basic sliding caliper mates with ABS

KTM’s digital dash packs a lot of features

WP monoshock is adjustable for preload

KTM’s baby radial is spec-sheet bling

M 390 DUKE
                     licence rival for low-capacity thrills TECH SPEC

 Price  £4495

 Engine  375cc (89.0mm x 60mm),  

  l/c single cylinder,  

  4v DOHC, 

 Power  43bhp @ 9500rpm

 Torque  26ftlb @ 7250rpm

 Frame  Steel trellis

 Weight 155kg

 Wheelbase 1367mm

 Capacity 11 litres

 Seat height 800mm

 On sale Now

KTM 390 DUKE

chassis and flickability means you 
can chassé through traffic with all the 
frenetic grace of a bright orange ballet 
dancer. Hard braking over slippery city 
streets is made safer with the KTM’s 
switchable ABS system. The soft 
fork suffers from a fair bit of dive, but 
remains composed on rebound. It also 
lacks a slipper clutch, although we 
believe future models will get one. 

It’s exciting times ahead for the A2 
sector, and whether you want a frisky 
commuter like the 390 Duke, a do-it-all 
big bike clone like the Z300, or a proper 
scaled-down superbike like Yamaha’s 
exciting new R3, you no longer need 
a big bike licence to have massive 
amounts of two-wheeled fun.

stick, packing loads of punch but also 
smacking you straight into the harsh, 
11,000rpm rev limiter all too easily 
in the first three gears. It’s night and 
day opposite to the super-smooth 
Kawasaki, which has another 2500rpm 
of over-rev to play with at the top end.

All that low-range oomph means the 
Duke gets up to pace pretty quickly, 
and you’re soon scything through 
bends at velocities that easily exceed 
the speed limit. However, unlike the 

Kawasaki, the Duke’s chassis doesn’t 
suit this high-speed work. It’s flighty 
like a 125, and its posh-looking WP fork 
and shock produce a really choppy ride 
meaning you’re never truly settled. 
Plus, that odd supermoto-esque riding 
position doesn’t put you in the zone to 
attack corners like you can on the Zed.

Yet that wide-barred, up-tall angle of 
attack comes into its own around town. 
Burping between corners with huge 
amounts of throttle, the Duke’s slimline 

from: £299.99

RPHA10+

from: £299.99

from: £299.99

A fully equipped, 
ready-to-race 
helmet, complete 
with dark visor, 
tear off pegs 
and a fog-free 
Pinlock® 
MaxVision
visor

          A full range of
        leathers for race,
      track and road use

          A full range of
        leathers for race,
      track and road use

          A full range of
        leathers for race,
      track and road use

          A full range of          A full range of          A full range of          A full range of

RP Race Suits

from

£299.99

FULL GRAIN

LEATHER

Michael wears Oxford RP-1 race leathers 

and an HJC RPHA 10+ helmet

'PS�NPSF�JOGPSNBUJPO�WJTJU��XXX�PYQSPE�DPN��t��$BMM����������������t��&NBJM��JOGP!PYQSPE�DPN
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The mission
Simply put, to find out what makes 

John McGuinness so fast around 

the TT. Is it his track knowledge, 

skill, or simple balls-out bravery? 

We’ve been given the opportunity 

to work closely with EMC² to scien-

tifically analyse McPint’s riding . To 

put the legend into context, MCN’s 

own tame TT rider, Adam Child, 

will be under the same clinical 

scrutiny. This is a forensic level of 

data capture, going far deeper than 

simple lap times and sector speeds, 

providing the best chance ever to 

understand what makes the man 

so rapid on a bike. 

Adam 
‘Chad’ Child

Full-time road tester for 

MCN, he’s been racing 

internationally on the 

roads since 2008, made 

his TT debut in 2012, and 

has had two Lightweight 

top 30 results, and has a 

best lap of 114mph in the 

Supersport class.
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I 
don’t mind admitting that the 
majority of my International 
road-racing career has been from 
the back of the grid. At the Isle 
of Man TT, the North West 200, 
and even Oliver’s Mount, you’re 
racing the best road riders in 

the world. It’s a massive personal 
achievement just to qualify at the TT, 
and while from the outside looking in 
you may think the riders at the back 
can’t be trying that hard, I can assure 
you we are. We ride with full commit-
ment – but the TT is simply the biggest 
challenge there is. By the end of the 
two weeks I’m mentally and physi-
cally exhausted, emotionally drained, 
battered and bruised from the sheer 
physical torture. I honestly feel like I 

John ‘McPint’ 
McGuinness

With 21 TT wins to his 
name, and more TT 

podiums (42) than any 
other rider, he is also a 

former lap record 
holder with a best lap of 

131.671mph. He made his 
TT debut in 1996 and took 

his first win in 1999. 

John McGuinness is a 21-times TT winner 
– but what makes him so fast? Not even he 
knows, but a stack of sensors and two days 

on track might just provide the answers

KING OF 
THE (DATA) 
MOUNTAIN

By Adam Child

SENIOR ROAD TESTER

Continued over

can’t ride any harder or faster. So how 
come the top riders can disappear 
into the distance at will? Some of it 
is superior machinery, but the really 
key bit, the bit that makes the biggest 
difference, is the person holding the 
bars. So what makes John McGuinness 
so much faster than me? After all, he 
is just human and – I say this with the 
upmost respect – it’s not his athletic 
ability that’s giving him the edge. Yes, 
he has more track knowledge too, but 
what are the measurable differences 
between his riding and mine? 

Californian tech firm EMC² have the 
ability to give us those answers. We’re 
at the Monteblanco circuit in Spain, 
at an official Honda test. The factory 
world endurance team are here, so 
are the official Honda BSB team and 
Jackson Racing, who will be supported 

DAYS TO GO

ISLE OF MANTT COUNTDOWN

38
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by Honda Europe in world endurance, 
and on the roads with John and team-
mate Conor Cummins. Honda have 
booked the track for the entire week; 
it’s factory-supported riders only. 
The teams are perfectly turned out, 
mechanics scurry around in match-
ing kit preparing bikes, and Dunlop 
are on hand with bespoke TT rubber. 

Then there’s me, the guy nor-
mally found towards the back of the 
timesheets, and feeling decidedly lost 
already. I’m more used to racing out the 
back of a Transit van, on a shoestring 
budget, so being a factory rider for a 
few days is going to feel very alien. 

EMC² have flown in an army of staff 
from the States to measure everything, 
and I mean everything, from stress 
levels to throttle position. We also 
have guys from 2D on hand to make 

We know John 

McGuinness is 

special, but just 

what it is that gives 

him the edge?

‘You’re plugging it in where?’ It’s a procedure Chad is going to get used to at the TT

If only it was this 

sunny at the 

Isle of Man

Sensors on, and time to go. Chad with McGuinness in the Monteblanco pit garages

McGuinness prepares to have every aspect of his ride downloaded and analysed

sure the bike is communicating with 
the EMC² data feeds. 

The bike is a relatively stock 2015 
Honda Fireblade SP, with a full 
Akrapovic race pipe, race clip-ons 
and rearsets, and race bodywork – and 
an overwhelming glut of sensors. It’s 
not only the bike that’s littered with 
electronics; our special Alpinestars 
leathers have been equipped to capture 
as much data as possible via multiple 
sensors linked to a data recorder hid-
den inside the speed hump.

While I’m nervous, John is looking 
typically nonplussed. We’re sharing the 
same garage as the Jackson race team 
who are meticulously going through 
their testing schedule and although 
the workload is huge, the atmosphere 
is light and amiable. By the end of the 
first day we’ve got the bike set up for the 

stop/start track, have confirmed that 
all the sensors are working, and the 
EMC² guys have immersed themselves 
in a hive of activity. Now it’s time for 
the moment we’re all here to record. As 
the saying goes, ‘the stopwatch doesn’t 
lie’. So how will my times compare with 
those of a multiple TT winner?  

Going full circle
McGuinness 1.43.8 

MCN 1.48.5

I’m actually surprised by our lap times. 
There’s only 4.7 seconds difference 
between my best time and John’s, I 
thought the gap would be much greater. 
Or as John put it: “You’re not as shit as 
I thought you were.” In racing terms 
4.7 seconds is a huge margin, laughable 
even, but compared to a TT missile I’ll 
take sub-five seconds on a near two-
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Continued over

‘McGuinness 
hits it hard and 

attacks the 
corner 10kph 

faster than me, 
pushing 

through in third 
at 9658rpm’

Our man’s fast but he doesn’t have McGuinness’ incredible consistency

Data technicians ensure that every sensor is perfectly placed

It’s a far cry from 
having a man with 
a stopwatch and 
clipboard

Just kitting out the bikes is a laborious process

Revs, lean, speed, gear, heart rate… it’s all recorded

minute lap any day. But Monteblanco 
is 3774km long, or 2.35 miles in real 
money, which means in TT terms 
McPint will already have pulled out 
around five seconds from the start line 
to Braddan Bridge; so maybe it’s not so 
impressive after all.

What is really interesting is that if we 
link John’s perfect sectors together, his 
ideal lap time is 1.43.60, only 0.2s faster 
than his best lap. This shows John’s 
incredible consistency in his ability to 
string fast laps together. My lap times 
were up and down like a tart’s knick-
ers, every one littered with mistakes 
as I continually push too hard, trying 
to save face in front of McPint. My ideal 
lap based on sectors was 1.47.46, more 
than a second quicker than my fastest 
complete lap, and tantalisingly closer 
to John’s time. 

Sector specialist
McGuinness 33.85sec 

MCN 34.93sec 

In just over a kilometre John has al-
ready pulled out over a second on the 
run up to turn three. Over the start 
finish John is only a few kph up on me, 
virtually nothing. We both go down to 
second gear from sixth for turn one, 
but John brakes later, and deeper. His 
apex speed is actually less than mine, 
(Chad 57.2kph v John 54.5kph) as he 
triangulates the corner, allowing him 
to get the bike upright earlier, which 
means he’s on the gas harder, result-
ing in a better exit speed. On the next 
short straight up to turn two John is 
10kph quicker. Through the chicane 
of turn two, he carries a little more 
corner speed, and really nails the bike 
on the exit, accelerating to the redline 

in each gear around the swinging exit 
to turn three. I obviously don’t have the 
skill and confidence on the exit, and 
I’m short-shifting rather than using 
all the engine’s aggression for fear of 
highsiding. This means John records a 
top speed of 203kph before turn three, 
compared to my 196.1kph. In just one 
kilometre we can already clearly see a 
difference between the two of us. John 
is triangulating the slower corners, but 
is very smooth, making the bike work, 
using all the power.   

Swapping cogs
Looking at the gear charts overlaid with 
revs ratifies all our previous observa-
tions about McGuinness’s commit-
ment, and my fear level. The biggest 
difference is through the scary uphill 
turn seven. McGuinness hits it hard 

and attacks the corner 10kph faster 
than me, pushing through in third 
gear at a peak 9658rpm. By contrast, 
I’ve already short-shifted to fourth 
to calm the bike down, and my peak 
revs on exit shows 7409rpm. It’s an 
intimating corner with an off-camber 
exit – and I’m clearly not being brave 
enough. It doesn’t register on John’s 
fear scale though, and he hammers 
the Blade on the exit, recording a top 
speed of 186.5kph on the run up to turn 
eight. The gap has really opened up at 
this point, and my peak speed only 
reaches 158.7kph. 

Get it over
 MCN McG

Turn 4  50.7° 52.9°

Turn 9 51.2° 50.9°

Turn 10  47.7° 50.0°

When we look at the lean angles 
they’re actually very similar. The apex 
speeds on the slower second gear cor-
ners are also similar which suggests 
John isn’t making up any significant 
time in the slower sections. 

The last corner, turn 10, is hugely 
important as it leads onto the long 
back straight and throws up some 
interesting data. McGuinness is car-
rying a little more lean angle, but is 
actually going slightly slower on the 
apex, John is doing 81kph whereas I’m 
doing 84kph. Through the first speed 
trap we are almost identical John at 
149.5kph against 147.8kph and by the 
end of the straight we post a near-
identical 268.3kph against 266.5kph. 
When it comes to dangle-angle, there’s 
really nothing in it. 
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Racing heart beats
During the track test JohnÕs heart rate 
ranged from 105bpm to 152bpm, while 
mine jumped from 121 in pitlane to a 
peak of 173bpm on the last lap of the 
session. In terms of road simulation, 
the test took 15 minutes, during which 
we covered almost 19 miles Ð equating 
to roughly half a lap of the TT course.  
Neither John nor myself are gym-
bunnies, but John manages to control 
his heart rate far more consistently, 
keeping the range narrower, and the 
peak significantly lower. 150bpm is ac-
ceptable considering the activity level. 
To put it in some athletic context, a 
good amateur runner whoÕs completed 
the odd marathon would expect to be 
able to maintain 150bpm for a couple 
of hours. But 170bpm is definitely in 
the high end of an acceptable range, 
only reached when digging deep Ð so 
my consistently high heart rate shows 
that my body is working too hard. 

Interestingly John believes his heart 
rate at the TT would initially be much 
higher on the start line, but would 

then rapidly drop back down to around 
150bpm as soon as he gets underway. 
This is the effect of stress, pressure, 
expectation, and anticipation. Cer-
tainly the pressure of riding with John 
at Monteblanco, and the scrutiny weÕre 
under will have contributed to my 
peaky heart rates, but the figures are 
still high. Conversely, at the Isle of Man, 
my heart rate is likely to be pretty low 
at the start, but will steadily increase 
as the race develops. 

So what have we learned?
WeÕre riding the same bike on the same 
track, on the same day Ð so the only 
variables are me, and the man himself.  
But it is still to early to say for certain 
what makes McPint so special.

What the figures do tell us with 
complete certainly is where John is 
faster, how hard he and the bike are 
working, and how that contributes 
to the overall result. It would be easy 
to dismiss the data by simply saying 
that John McGuinness is the more 
talented rider Ð which of course he is 
Ð but thereÕs nothing heÕs doing that I 
canÕt physically replicate, just so long 
as my brain can convince my body to 
react in the same way at the same time. 

ItÕs not just blind bravery either; itÕs 
understanding the limits of the motor-
cycle, the tyres and the available grip. 
Where my brain tells me to back off, 
or take a higher gear for a more stable 
corner entry and exit, JohnÕs is telling 
him that thereÕs grip available to push 
to the very edge of the envelope. 

And once at the edge, he holds the 

bike there all the time, ensuring that 
every tenth of a second counts. HeÕs 
making the Fireblade work harder, 
while controlling his heart rate to 
ensure that fatigue wonÕt physically 
or mentally impact on his riding dur-
ing the race. I can now see, in pure 
Matrix-like clarity, where IÕm losing 
time, where IÕm short of the true limits, 
and my understanding of them. I need 
to increase my aggression, especially 
through fast turns, but decrease my 
work-rate on the bike by controlling 
my breathing, and letting the bike 
work harder for me. 

But this was just the first chapter of 
the story. We are aiming to wear our 
EMC2 data suits at the TT this year, to 
extrapolate this short-circuit learning 
and data acquisition over the entire 
37.73-mile TT course, across the whole 
race distance. No-one has ever tried 
to capture this level of data about the 
TT, and by the end of June, we hope to 
reveal a unique picture of the worldÕs 
toughest race, one that turns every mile 
into a DNA code for TT domination.

‘The way you’re 
going you’ll be 
close to a heart 

attack’
JOHN MCGUINNESS

MCPINT ON 
CONTROLLED 
BREATHING

“The fitness information is really 

interesting; you’re breathing 

out of your arse after a few laps, 

trying too hard. You’re jumping 

around on the bike, trying to do 

all that elbow down stuff for 

pictures. You need to relax and 

think about your breathing. You 

can’t maintain that level of riding 

for six laps of the TT, you’ll be 

battered. I know I’m not the fittest 

rider on the grid and I bet my 

heartbeat is racing on the line but 

once I get going I expect it drops 

lower than most. 

“I really think about my 

breathing, trying to stay relaxed 

and using the straights to take 

some deep breaths and get some 

energy back. You have to work 

the big bike really hard from 

Ballacraine past Laurel Bank to 

Glen Helen. It’s hard work, you 

know about it. But when I get up to 

Cronk Y Voddy I take in some deep 

breaths, and relax. I take a look 

around, look at the temperature 

gauge, loosen my grip a little 

and slow my breathing. The way 

you’re going you’ll be close to a 

heart attack down Cronk Y Voddy. 

You’ve got the speed, you just 

need to working less hard on the 

bike so that it all flows, and you 

don’t get physically and mentally 

knackered. Do that and you’ll 

make some big steps this year.”

McGuinness is all about keeping 

calm and collected on track

McPint: ‘You’re worrying too much about all that elbow-down’ The man’s a legend in his own lunchtime drink Seeing your data next to your hero’s is truly humbling

Cornering

McGuinness is in fourth gear 

at 13,000rpm, doing 230kph 

– Chad is in the same gear at 

12,500rpm, doing 199kph.  

McPint will hold the Blade 

almost to the limiter in 

fourth all the way to the next 

bend, while Chad will short 

shift to fifth, losing 

vital tenths.

McPint: ‘You’re worrying too much about all that elbow-down’ The man’s a legend in his own lunchtime drink

 McG  MCN

Pit Lane 105 121

Lap 1 132 158

Lap 2 138 169

Lap 3 140 172

Lap 4 139 170

Lap 5 147 171

Lap 6 148 173

Lap 7 150 170

Back to pits  131 154

Lap average 142 169

Heart rate (bpm)
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DUNLOP v MARTIN TT STARS CLASH ON NEW BIKES FOR FIRST TIME

PLUS
O FIrst Test 
Aprilia Tuono 
Naked nutter bike 
gets even nuttier! 

O F800R v 
Monster 821 
Middleweights 
with class, but 
which is best?

O Track day 
tyres tested 
Get the best set for 
fast riding sessions

O Prepping an 
MV for the TT 
See what it takes to 
get a bike ready 

NEW H2 v R1 v BUSA
KawasakiÕs hyperbike
takes on a sizzling 
sportsbike (R1) and a fast
and vast supertourer (Busa)
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The mission

The bikes

The riders

Middleweight cruiser sales are on 

the up as riders turn towards these 

cool looking bikes for city riding. 

MCN took the pick of the latest crop 

of cruisers for a day, and night, of 

laidback riding both inside and 

outside the city’s limits.

Kawasaki Vulcan S  £5949

The new Vulcan S is an affordable 

entry into the cruiser world. The 

fact its parallel-twin is taken from 

the ER-6 might raise eyebrows, but 

the styling hits the mark.

Harley-Davidson  

Iron 883  £7145

The 883 is Harley’s entry level 

model and the Iron adds a bit of 

raw style thanks to matt paint and 

engine features.

Yamaha XV950R  £7799

Launched in Europe last year, the 

XV950R is designed to appeal to 

younger cruiser riders with its 

modern bobber styling and  

ease of customisation.

Jon Urry

MCN road tester

Age 38 Height 6ft 2in

CV Has ridden bikes 

from every class

Bruce Dunn

MCN road tester

Age 48 Height 5ft 5in

CV Fan of anything 

with two wheels

Liam Marsden

MCN web producer

Age 24 Height 6ft 1in

CV Here to represent 

younger riders

Can Kawasaki’s super-budget new parallel-twin 

Vulcan muster enough character to take on the  

V-twin middleweight establishment?

KAWASAKI VULCAN S v HARLEY-DAVIDSON IRON 883 v YAMAHA XV950R
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RAWLERS
By Jon Urry

MCN ROAD TESTER

I
t’s funny how fashions change. 
When I was looking to buy my 
first big bike I was obsessed with 
grey import 400s. I aspired to 
own a one-piece leather race suit, 
ideally with scuffed kneesliders, 
and a full-face lid complete with 

a dark visor. If someone had suggested 
a middleweight cruiser, especially 
a Harley, I’d have laughed in their 
face as – in my mind – these were old 
men’s bikes. 

It’s no secret that supersport sales 
have had a tough decade of decline, and 
the grey imports I lusted after are a dim 
and distant memory. Today’s young 
rider is a very different person to the 
one I was, with polar opposite tastes. 
Where I wanted to look like my racing Continued over

heroes, an ever-growing proportion of 
those new to two wheels simply want 
to look cool and enjoy a relaxed ride. 
Race suits have been replaced by jeans 
and a leather jacket, kneesliders by 
turn-ups and full-face lids by open-
face ones. Sure, some new riders still 
want to go fast, but take a look at any 
manufacturer’s website and you will 
be bombarded with images of trendy 
looking urban riders. Motorcycling 
is cool again, and if you live in a city, 
cruisers and customs are where it is at.

To be fair, such is the strength of the 
brand that it is hard to claim Harley 
have ever dropped out of fashion. But 
according to dealers, the baby in the 
firm’s range, the 883, is currently sell-
ing like hot cakes. With a price of just 
over £7000, not to mention very afford-
able finance, strong residual values and 
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Some may sneer at the thought that 
middleweight cruisers can be great 
town bikes, but with their low seat 
heights, narrow bars and twin cylin-
der engines, they’re brilliant traffic 
busters. Hit rush hour on the Vulcan 
and its slick gearbox, light clutch and 
low seat make it ideal for dealing with 
relentless stop/starts. After a while the 
slightly abrupt throttle response at ini-
tial opening becomes an irritation, but 
the engine is peppy and its low-slung 
exhaust sounds surprisingly deep and 
throaty. But what really impressed me 
about the Vulcan was its handling.

Any spirited ride on cruisers involves 
a fair degree of footboard scraping, but 
as Kawasaki have opted for a more con-
ventional 17in rear and 18in front wheel, 
as opposed to the Harley and Yamaha’s 
16in rear with 19in front combination, 
the Vulcan is far more sure-footed. 
There’s none of that vague feeling you 
get when you peel into roundabouts on 
the other two and, with 20kg less mass 
to haul around, the little Kawasaki is 
also considerably nippier. 

The ER-6 engine is very smooth, but 
when you fire up the Harley’s V-twin 
and feel it shake and pulse it fills the 
bike with character that you simply 
don’t get on the Vulcan. Tester Bruce 
described the Kawasaki as ‘synthetic’ 
and that’s about right. The Harley looks, 
feels and sounds authentic and when 
you are cruising around that’s exactly 
what you want. Harley’s trick has al-

ways been to hide modern tech in an old 
looking machine, and despite appear-
ing ancient the Iron has all the modern 
technology required to please newer 
riders, such as ABS and fuel injection. 
Sit onboard and its narrow tank allows 
your knees to feel like they might touch, 
admire the basic speedo and chunky 
levers, and feel the thump from the 
motor; it’s bursting with a soul that 
the Kawasaki can never have. True, the 
odd upright riding position won’t suit 
everyone, the levers trap your fingers 
unless you use all four digits and the 
pegs love to rip the skin off your shins 
when you are manoeuvring the bike at 
slow speed, but there is so much else to 
like in a Harley. There was a time when 
I hated the 883, but having ridden the 
Iron I’ll happily admit to enjoying the 
whole experience. And riding a Harley 

In detail

Vulcan S comes ABS equipped in the UK

Dash lacks that cruiser feel-good factor

Single disc and caliper are up to the job

Harley's no nonsense single-clock dash 

XV's digital chromed clock blends eras

XV950R gets ABS as standard fitment

883

VULCAN S

XV950R

ÔAlways an experience, 
nothing looks or sounds 

as cool as a Harley. But 
that said, Yamaha have 

run it pretty closeÕ

THINKING ABOUT BUYING A NEW BIKE?
WORK OUT THE INSURANCE COSTS AT...

You can almost 

fool yourself that 

you are on the 

real thing

The looks are hard to love but as a fun and easy motorcycle, the Vulcan S is great

catalogues of custom parts, the market 
has played to Harley’s strengths. Spot-
ting this trend, Yamaha put a cruiser at 
the forefront of its recent rejuvenation 
in the shape of the XV950 range, and 
then hung a marketing campaign off 
its ability to be customised in order 
to enhance its dark and aggressive 
attitude. And for 2015 Kawasaki has 
got in on the act, albeit in a slightly 
strange way.

I have to confess, on first sight the 
Vulcan S left me a little unimpressed. 
Like so many of the new breed of rid-
ers, I don’t really care that the engine 
is a parallel and not a V-twin or if it 
has a water jacket or not, but cruisers 
are about show, style and substance 
and when you look at the Vulcan S it 
initially seems to lack all three. Where 
both the Harley and Yamaha make use 
of solid metal parts in areas such as 
the mudguard braces, the Kawasaki 
has plastic. The Vulcan’s clocks are 
typical run-of-the-mill Japanese units 
with a digital speedo and analogue 
rev counter, whereas the Harley has a 
classic single gauge and the Yamaha a 
cool modern take on the single clock 
theme. Visually, I struggled to get over 
the impression of cheapness and a lack 
of substance from the Vulcan where 
both the Iron and XV appear far more 
traditionally sturdy. In the King’s Road 
posing parade, the Vulcan doesn’t quite 
have the style nailed. Which is a shame 
because it rides remarkably well.

Kawasaki created a dedicated 

‘cruiser’ team in America, in the 

1980s to canvass opinion on this 

new style of bike and feedback to 

Japan. The VN family has included 

the VN400, 500, 800, 900, 1500, 

1600 and massive VN2000, which 

was the world’s largest production 

V-twin motorcycle.

Kawasaki’s surprising 
cruiser history

was the world’s largest production 

V-twin motorcycle.
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HARLEY-DAVIDSON 
IRON 883 £7145
Claimed power n/a

Claimed torque 51.6ftlb

Engine air-cooled, 883cc 

(76.2mm x 96.8mm), V-twin, 

SOHC, 4v. Five gears

Wet weight 255kg Suspension 

conventional forks, non-

adjustable Brakes 292mm disc 

with two-piston sliding caliper. 

ABS optional Fuel capacity 12.5 

litres Seat height 735mm

2015 YAMAHA XV950R
£7799
Claimed power 51bhp

Claimed torque 58.6ftlb 

Engine air-cooled, 942cc 

(85mm x 83mm), V-twin, SOHC, 

4v. Five gears Wet weight 251kg 

Suspension conventional 

forks, non-adjustable Brakes 

298mm disc with two-piston 

sliding caliper. ABS optional

Fuel capacity 12 litres

Seat height 690mm

2015 KAWASAKI 
VULCAN S £5949
Claimed power 60bhp

Claimed torque 46.4ftlb 

Engine lLiquid-cooled, 649cc 

(83mm x 60.0mm), parallel 

twin, DOHC, 8v. Six gears Wet 

weight 228kg Suspension 

41mm conventional forks, non-

adjustable Brakes  300mm disc 

with two-piston sliding caliper, 

ABS Fuel capacity 14 litres

Seat height 705mm

‘It’s hard to argue against 
the Harley as it’s got it all’

Why are middleweight cruisers so 

popular? Simple, because they are 

great fun. A lot of motorcyclists 

don’t want to go fast, instead they 

want to relax and enjoy the ride 

and that’s what these bikes are 

all about. When it comes to the 

complete package it is hard to 

argue against the Harley as it’s 

got it all – price, heritage, feel 

and soul. The Yamaha has 

almost the same merits, 

but lacks the 

heritage. Either are great options, 

but I have a feeling fashion-

conscious riders will be swayed 

by the logo on the tank. The Vulcan 

is very practical and enjoyable, 

but it is aspiring to be something 

it can never be. It’s a quirky 

lightweight bike that will 

appeal to some, but for 

many it’ll be too leftfield, 

and tradition will steer 

them towards the 

Yamaha or Harley.

JON URRY
MCN ROAD TESTER

VERDICT

1
st

2
nd

3
rd

VERDICT

is always an experience, when you catch 
a glimpse of your reflection in a shop 
window, nothing looks or sounds as 
cool as a Harley. But that said, Yamaha 
have run it pretty close.

There was a time when riders dis-
pelled Japanese cruisers as cheap rip-
offs of Americana, but YamahaÕs XV 
range is far from it. The Ôneo JapaneseÕ 
bobber styling is different, without 
straying too far from the accepted 
cruiser norm, and it is a great looking 
machine that suits current trends. It 
may be lacking the range of aftermar-
ket custom accessories that you get 
with a Harley, but itÕs getting there 
and Yamaha are helping owners to 
get creative. 

As cool looking as the XV is, it does 
have some annoyances. The front 
brake is spongy to the point of almost 

making the ABS redundant, and your 
left knee rests on the rear cylinder in a 
really awkward fashion. A small metal 
bar stops it actually getting burnt, but 
nonetheless itÕs an irritating feature of 
an otherwise excellent machine.

I found the YamahaÕs seating posi-
tion more relaxed than the HarleyÕs as 
its pegs are a touch more forward and 
I love the XVÕs modern take on classic 
items such as the speedo and LED rear 
light. Liam, on the other hand, hated 
them Ð but thatÕs personal taste for you. 
The IronÕs split rear lights look amaz-
ing at night, easily giving the Harley 
the best rear end on test, but is it the 
best performing?

It may be giving away a bit in capac-
ity, but the VulcanÕs water-cooling and 
modern engine mean it is still a very 
spirited performer. On paper itÕs more 

powerful than the air-cooled bikes and 
is only down a bit on torque, something 
its lack of weight helps disguise. ItÕs 
certainly nippy, however for me its 
parallel twin will never match the 
V-twin thump you get on the Yamaha 
and Harley. ItÕs not a water-cooling is-
sue, remember Harley has water-cooled 
models in the range, itÕs about vibra-
tion and feel, for which you canÕt beat a 
big vee. Can you split the Japanese and 
American versions? Unsurprisingly, 
Yamaha can make a better gearbox and 
slicker overall engine, but Harley seem 
to be able to get that initial throttle re-
sponse absolutely spot in. If you want 
performance the XV just edges it, but 
late at night the unmistakable Ôpotato, 
potatoÕ of a Harley has a magical note 
about it when it is bouncing off shop 
windows.
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‘Yamaha has 
nailed it’
New bike endorphins kick in for 
2015 Tracer owner Mark Hucke

LETTER OF THE WEEK

Even just riding the 

Tracer on its launch 

was enough for MCN 

to deem it brilliant

Mark just can’t get 

enough of his brilliant 

new MT-09 Tracer 

Mark Hucke, London

Ed: We’ll be running a Tracer on the long-term test fleet this year. Keep a look out 

for reports and let us know how you get on with your Yamaha 

Last week I collected my new MT-09 Tracer (yep...

and everything MCN said is true) from the good 

people at Slocombes Yamaha in NW London. They're 

an honest, professional family dealer which I can 

highly recommend to your readers as an alternative 

to the big sheds with big attitudes that we suffer in 

this town. New bike endorphins are now wreaking 

havoc upon my dignity, as shown in this photo taken 

by my patient and amused girlfriend Sarah while on 

a sun-soaked weekend ride to the Cotswolds. Thank 

you Yamaha for nailing it with this brilliant bike.

MCN STAR LETTER
If you’re looking to insure a bike, visit 

MCNcompare.com and you can quickly 

compare prices from 43 top motorcycle 

insurance brands. The writer of the 

best letter each week published in the 

Letters pages will receive a free retro-

design MCN T-shirt courtesy of the 

MCNcompare.com website.

Use your vote to boost biking

@ While most bikers are doubtless 
hoping that we’ll get another 

summer as good as last one, MAG are 
beavering away at making sure we can 
enjoy many more, free from idiotic 
legislation that threatens our enjoy-
ment. In under three weeks from now 
there will be a general election in which 
almost 50 of the competing incumbent 
Members of Parliament will be MAG 
members. MAG is party political neu-
tral but you might like to ask the can-
didates in your area if they are MAG 
members or at least what they think 
of the raft of issues that MAG has been 
seeking their support on. You'll find 
everything online. Old party alle-
giances are fading and much of today's 
politics is about single issues and pres-
sure groups. If you want to get involved 
then you will be welcome at local MAG 
meetings of which there are over 80 
nationwide. Also check the MAG web-
site for details of the hustings we are 
organising to bring bikers and candi-
dates together for evenings during 
which views can be exchanged. Go to 
www.mag-uk.org
Ian Mutch, MAG president

Cheaper to buy a bike abroad

@ If you visit the KTM UK website 
and look at the 1190 Adventure 

model it is listed for sale at £13,999 at 
the time of this letter. If you then com-
pare the same bike on the German KTM 
site it is listed at €15,545 today. Cur-
rently the £/€ exchang e rate is 0.73 

which makes the German price a much- 
reduced £11,348 equivalent with a 
whopping saving of £2652 over the UK 
price. The same will be true of BMW, 
Ducati and indeed all of the European 
motorcycle manufacturers. Perhaps 
anybody wishing to purchase one of 
these excellent motorcycles should 
consider the fairly straightforward 
means of purchasing the exact same 
European model and importing it 
themselves.
David Hughes, email

BSB people are the best
I attended Donington BSB race 
for the first time last week and 

had a fab day made all the more special 
by the helpfulness of the staff allowing 
me to take my guide dog Bess with me, 
(who incidentally slept through most 
of the races!). But also by the kind 
person who handed my lost mobile 
into security, and Tony Brown the head 
security guy for tracking it down, 
contacting us and returning it all with-
in a space of five days. It had photos of 
my new granddaughter’s first Easter 
on it too, so a very big thank you to you 

Tracey and her guide dog at the BSB

all. It has certainly restored a little faith 
and will definitely be visiting 
Donington Park again.
Tracey Shepherd, email

Insurers are not all bad
I have to write and say yes some 
insurance companies rip you off 

but I've used Bikesure for the last two 
years and I've added bikes to the pol-
icy, moved house and put private plates 
on and off them – and they’ve never 
charged me any extra admin fees. 
C Rodowicz, email

Fuelling discrimination
This month there is an offer on 
fuel purchased at Sainsbury’s. 

However this only applies if you pur-
chased 35 litres or more! Now I ride a 
Honda ST1300 which has a capacity of 
27 litres from empty, so no way can I 
get the double points on offer. I spoke 
to Sainsbury's customer services and 
asked why they are discriminating 
against motorcyclists. The guy put me 
on hold and when he came back said 
it was the marketing dept and he would 
pass it on. Why as motorcyclists should 
we be overlooked? During the summer 
months I can spend as much as £40-50 
a week on fuel. 
Jon, email

Ellison robbed of Donington glory

@ Would someone explain what the 
purpose is of making a rider who 

has machine trouble prior to the start 
having to start from the pit lane or rear 
of the grid? I’m referring to James 
Ellison at Donington Park who joined 
the race two warm up lap from the pit 
lane then started the race from the 
back of the grid. Why could he have 
not taken his front row position?
Greg Wootton, email

Dave Stewart from Thundersport GB 

explains: “The warm-up lap is compul-

sory and on it riders must ride from and 

to their correct grid positions. If a rider 

starts it from pit lane, they have not 

successfully completed the warm up 

lap. As the insurance policy is strictly 

written on the letter of what it says in 

the MCRCB Yearbook it would be an un-

insurable risk to do anything else.”

READER POLL

What do you perceive to be the 

biggest threat to your safety when 

riding on the road?

20.56% 17.31%

0.43%27.72%

56.41%

4.42%0.61%

Drivers using 
mobile phones

Potholes/state of the 
road surface

RoadkillRoad Signs 

Inept or inattentive 
drivers

Self-controlBad 
weather
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How rude! Who are they calling Large Arse? Russ Simmons 

Here is my painting of the JPS Norton. Ian C Smith

Enjoying MCN at the test match in Antigua. Terry Raines

Our four-year-old on a mission to be a GP star. Caroline Claydon 

Newborn Hazel reads MCN. Claire Drake and George PearceGreat results for the Brits at COTA! Guy Anderson

An icy encounter on my ride to Norway. Richard Niven

Every week, MCN 

prints the best 

pictures sent in by 

readers or website 

users. You can 

post your pictures 

onto our Facebook 

page or email them 

to mcn.letters@

motorcyclenews.com

We want the full 

array of weird and 

wonderful images 

that reflect your 

biking life. As you 

can see here, we are 

happy to celebrate 

the lighter things from 

the world of biking.
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Rossi winning the
 battle of the brains

We always get excited when 

winter testing starts and 

Valentino Rossi goes quite fast. 

This year was no exception.

The difference this time 

round is that the Italian has 

converted early-season promise 

into  genuine, title-winning 

performances and pace. 

While the 36-year-old Rossi 

may not be able to match Marc 

Marquez for out-and-out pace 

or aggression, where he has the 

upperhand is in the six inches 

between his ears.

Marquez got away with a lot 

last year on his way to wrapping 

up the title in dominant fashion. 

He narrowly avoided crashing 

in races so many times and 

walked away from several 

massive practice spills, 

only to remount and win 

the race come Sunday.

It’s not happening 

this  year and as his 

rivals close in, he’s not 

showing the cool head 

that Rossi appears to 

possess.

Rossi has 

now dealt the 

Spaniard 

a huge 

psychological 

blow 

and looks set to really heap 

the pressure on the young 

champion. Maybe Marc’s 

permanent grin is about to get 

wiped off his face once and for 

all as Rossi looks like a seriously 

good bet to clinch his tenth word 

title.  Marquez compounded 

his problems on Sunday by 

crashing out and throwing 20 

points away. You can’t see Rossi 

doing that if the positions were 

reversed. It was a schoolboy 

error. And one that could prove 

extremely costly.

Rossi is now 30 points ahead 

of Marquez and although the 

Ducati duo of Andrea Dovizioso 

and Andrea Iannone aren’t 

far back (six points and 26 

respectively), the GOAT looks 

to have the beating of them 

both. And as Lorenzo labours 

in fourth and with Dani 

Pedrosa out it looks like a 

two-horse race right now. 

And at the moment it’s the 

Italian stallion who looks 

to have the beating of the 

flighty Spanish steed. 

Yes, there’s a long way 

to go, but the signs 

are good and Rossi is 

now heading to his 

favoured European 

tracks. Bring it on! 
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The going is about 
to get tough
Andy is dreaming of dusty days and camping under a 
tree, but the V-Strom is already making commuting a joy

I
’m looking forward to spending 

a year with the V-Strom. It’s a 

practical bike, with a tried and 

tested motor, capable of serious mile-

munching and hard slogs. It’s the mule 

of the old west, a cowboy’s preferred 

steed. While that practicality appealed, 

it’s the adventure makeover on this XT 

model that attracted me to the baby 

Strom in the first place. 

The XT has been treated to a 

selection of adventure stuff like engine 

bars, a proper SW Motech sump guard, 

handguards, a beak and a 19in spoked 

wheel up front. On first impressions it 

looks the part. The bars and protection 

look like quality components and 

there’s enough metal on hand to 

protect the machine. The handguards 

are plastic, but I wasn’t expecting 

anything different. Suzuki say they 

chucked the beak in there as a throw-

back to their Dakar days, no big deal to 

me – but the spoked wheels are more 

than welcome and the most important 

addition for me. They come wrapped 

up in dual-purpose Bridgestone Trail 

Wings, which have been excellent so 

far, with more grip than I’d expected. 

The wheels and protection were 

enough to inspire me to opt for the 

Strom and dabble in the dirt throughout 

the year. But on closer inspection, 

there are a few pieces missing from 

the adventure picture: namely the 

450 miles First week of commuting, 250 

miles to a tank is impressive  940 miles 

Brilliant 300-mile round trip to Dorset 

taking in the coast’s switchback roads

THE STORY IN MILES

0 0 6 2 51

keep to what the Strom was originally 

built for, pumping out mile after easy-

peasy mile. 

And when I look at the little Suzuki 

without my off-road goggles, it’s 

clear it was built for distance and 

practicality. It comes with a big screen, 

a low slung and relatively comfy seat 

and easy-reach bars and pegs. Suzuki 

has already fitted heated grips to my 

Strom (an optional extra for £225) 

but I’m unimpressed. The grips are 

huge, the wiring isn’t neat and, even on 

full whack, I can barely feel any heat 

coming through.

Ignoring cold hands for a minute, 

everything else works beautifully. 

My 100-mile journey from work in 

Peterborough to home in Berkshire is 

a doddle on the Strom, as I’m instantly 

planted inside a relaxed and simple 

cockpit. The abundance of plastic does 

a great job of deflecting the wind and 

the three points of contact are well 

spaced and comfortable. The V-twin is 

so incredibly easy to handle it makes 

riding a pleasure, and more fun than 

usual because I’m constantly tempted 

to squeeze everything out of its 645cc. 

I find myself skipping the main roads 

most mornings and heading for the 

twisty stuff for a play, where the Strom 

takes it all in its stride, despite the 

budget suspension and brakes.  

Overall the Strom is a decent 

machine at a very affordable price, it 

doesn’t have a long list of electronic-

bobs and that’s fine with me, as 

it doesn’t need them. I don’t need 

fancy pants, WP suspension and 

£600- worth of gizmos to have a mini 

adventure and the Strom is going to 

prove that this year. It’s going to make a 

great workhorse with a cheeky side for 

muddy frolics – and I can’t wait. 

footpegs. The thin slices of rubber 

are nowhere near good enough for 

standing on, which is the way to ride 

off-road. They’re too small and the 

rubber isn’t removable, which is going 

to make standing up a slippery chore 

and a nightmare should I go through a 

puddle (and I do enjoy a good puddle). 

Also, the ABS system isn’t 

switchable, which is not a good thing 

for off-roading, even on light gravel. 

I’ll definitely be looking into how I can 

switch it off, and I’m hoping there’s a 

fuse I can pull out somewhere. 

From a design perspective, I’m 

not overly happy about the huge gap 

between the header pipe and motor, 

which means the sump guard has had 

to be extended and the crash bars 

lowered to beef up the front and stop it 

looking hollow. 

Still, I’m excited about veering off the 

main road for a slice of mucky action 

in the coming months. But for now I’ll 

THE RIDER 

Andy Davidson Staff Writer

andy.davidson@motorcyclenews.com

Height 5ft 7in Weight 73kg

His riding Long-distance adventurer 

with nine years’ riding experience

THE BIKE 

Weight 215kg 

Seat height 835mm

Miles 1625 MPG 57

Servicing None

Mods to date None

SUZUKI V-STROM 650 XT £7599

MCN’s resident 

adventurer is 

planning mucky 

fun on the V-Strom
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KEEP GOING!
I’m impressed with the 650’s fuel 

economy. So far my commute has 

given me a calculated return of 

57mpg. With its 20-litre tank, that 

means I can get 250 miles until 

the tank runs dry. And I’ve got that 

reading after a week of riding it 

pretty hard, so if I ride at a more 

‘sensible’ speed, she’ll be even 

kinder and I can get over 60mpg. 

I’m riding 450 miles a week, and 

only filling up twice is brilliant. 

Big fun on the road but how 

will the Strom fare when  

Andy directs its pointy beak 

into the dirt at weekends?

100s 
OF USED 

BIKES FOR 
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Micro Dremel 
put to the test

p49
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Find 
the best 
back 
protector
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Trouble-free 
fairing removal 

HOW TO

Getting cover 
for test rides
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Strom focus

Those pegs don’t look man enough for 

standing up on for off-road enjoyment

Handguards are welcome but the 

Suzuki heated grips are a tad tepid

Sump guard should protect the engine 

from damage while riding trails

Spoked wheels are welcome and the 

tyres are great. ABS isn’t switchable

protector
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Got a problem? MCN’s team of specialists has the answers

TRIUMPH

Adrian Clancy
Worked as a head 

mechanic in New 

York and now at Total 

Triumph in Taunton

GENERAL 

Grif  Woolley
Former Aprilia UK tech 

chief, now the boss of 

Aprilia Performance in 

Tamworth

Michael 
Neeves
MCN Chief Tester has 

ridden every new bike 

since 2002

BUYING

LUCIAN CHEVALLIER, EMAIL

How can I insure 
a test ride?

I’m torn between a 
GSX-R750 or a Z750 for 
fair weather riding

Patrick McCann, email

IÕm planning on buying my first bike, 

a Kawasaki Ninja 250R advertised 

in a private sale, soon. If the seller 

allows me to test ride their bike, 

where would I stand if I crashed or 

got stopped, as I assume I wouldnÕt 

be covered on his insurance? 

Secondly, if I did buy it, how would I 

ride it home without it being insured?

A
If this wasn’t your first bike and 
you already had your own bike 
insurance, then the policy might 

have the facility to allow you to ride a 
bike owned by another person (with 
their permission), on a third-party only 
basis. It doesn’t necessarily have to 
have the same or lower group rating 
either. So if you were stepping up from 
a 600, you could test ride a 750 or 
1000cc bike on a third-party only basis, 
although any licence restrictions would 
still apply.

However, as a new rider without an 
existing policy you would be uninsured 
on the test ride and in doing so would 
be committing an offence. You could 
see if you could be added to the seller’s 
insurance so you’re covered on the 
road, or take along a mate who already 
has a bike with ‘riding other bikes’ cover 
and get him to test ride it for you.

It’s best to get a quote for insurance 
ready to go before you see the bike. 
Most brokers provide 24/7 service, so 
obtaining your own insurance before 
you ride away should be quick and 
easy. Or you can get your mate to ride 
it home for you. If he was insured with 
Carole Nash, he may have our ‘Rider 
Cover’ extension, which means he’d be 
fully covered (not just third-party) if he 
had an accident
Chris Evitt, Carole Nash

Is the Blade SP’s 
bling worth the 
extra money?  

The Blade SP looks the part, but 

S1000RR and R1 are much better value

Q
I came into biking late and it’s 
the best thing I ever did! I 
currently have a Suzuki 

GSX-R600, but at the MCN London 
Show I fell in love the Honda 
Fireblade. If I don’t do any trackdays, 
is there any point in paying the extra 
for the SP just for road riding?
Paul Robinson, email

A
The SP’s ride quality is slightly 
better with its Öhlins 
suspension, and the 

blueprinted pistons give it an extra 
5bhp, so there’s not a massive 
difference between the two on the 
road, other than the bling. Although 
the SP’s taller double-bubble screen 
is useful. The Brembo monobloc 
brake calipers on the SP are more 
powerful and normally give a much 
nicer feel at the lever, but the Blade’s 
C-ABS brake-by-wire system does 
dial out some of that feel. As a road 
rider, for the price of the Blade SP you 
could have the new BMW S1000RR 
or Yamaha R1 and still have change.
Michael Neeves, MCN

ASK YOUR QUESTION Email: advice@motorcyclenews.com Web: www.motorcyclenews.com/expert and simply post your query on our Ask The Expert forums

CHOOSE 
BEFORE 

YOU LOSE
SIT-UP-

AND-BEG OR 
SPORTSBIKE?

INSURANCE

Chris Evitt
Carole Nash’s Head 

of Products has 20 

years’ experience in 

motorcycle insurance

The sports option
SUZUKI GSX-R750 £4750-£6499

A Suzuki GSX-R750 from 2008-2010 is the 
perfect all-round sportsbike, user-friendly, fast, 

fun and surprisingly comfortable.
133bhp I 167kg I 17l I 810mm seat

The budget option
KAWASAKI Z750 £3200-£4000

The Zed works if your budget is tight and you are 
happy just turning lots of heads, rather than roads 

into race tracks.
105bhp I 207kg I 18.5l I 815mm seat

The compromise option
DUCATI SF 848 £7495-£10,995

The Duke’s racing pedigree shines through in its 
chassis on the twisties. Couple this with a user-

friendly engine and you’ve got a true sports naked.
132bhp I 199kg I 16.5l I 840mm seat

See if you can be added 

to the seller’s policy 

prior to test riding your 

first bike



TYRES TO LAST THE DISTANCE
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Copaslip used on 

wheel spindles can 

bring Tuono wheel 

bearings to an 

early end

Andrew 

Campbell
Solicitor and author 

of the MCN Law 

column for the last 

six years

Your legal questions

Q
I have just sold my bike in a 

private sale for £5000. 

Although the bike was in 

perfect working order and 

excellent condition when 

delivered and the purchaser had 

tested it, he now tells me that the 

engine has a fault. I could not have 

known about the fault, if it exists, 

as I rode the bike to him as part of 

the delivery. He says that because 

he notified me within 24 hours of 

the fault becoming evident he is 

entitled to and wants a full refund 

and to return the bike. Where do I 

stand as the seller? 

P. Tincombe, Devon

Andrew Campbell, Bikelawyer. 

Visit www.bikelawyer.co.uk or 

email andrew@bikelawyer.co.uk

or call 01446 794169

Motorcycle Accident Solicitors

A
The basic rule is “caveat 

emptor”; Latin for “let the 

buyer beware”. In a private 

sale it is the purchaser’s 

responsibility to exercise due 

diligence and ensure that he is 

getting what he is paying for. 

Assuming that you did not 

make false statements or 

“misrepresentations” then the 

purchaser has no recourse 

against you. 

Of course, a seller is not 

allowed to tell lies and if he does 

so and the purchaser relies on the 

veracity of what he has been told 

which then manifests as an issue, 

he will have recourse against the 

seller. 

Providing you did not give false 

assurances in relation to the bike 

you are not guilty of fraudulent 

misrepresentation and as such 

caveat emptor applies – you 

are under no legal obligation to 

provide a refund. 

It appears you sold the bike in 

good faith and it is bad luck for the 

buyer. Buyers are well advised to 

pay for a pre-purchase inspection 

to pick up on any problems. 

It is the purchaser’s 

responsibility to 

ensure that he is 

getting what he 

is paying for’

DO I HAVE TO GIVE 
A REFUND ON A 
PRIVATE SALE?

I’ve got a fairly lengthy 

commute in my new job, which 

means I’m doing 15,000 miles 

a year. I want to use my bike 

whenever possible, but I don’t 

want to spend a fortune on 

tyres. Which will last best?

The way tyre 

technology has 

moved on in the 

last few years 

means that 

there is plenty 

of choice in the 

sport-touring category at the 

mid-price point. They will meet 

your needs and allow you to try 

different brands.

If you ride a heavier touring 

bike, like an FJR1300 or 

R1200RT, it’s worth checking 

with your tyre manufacturer of 

choice to see whether you need 

the GT version of their sports-

touring tyre. Because these bikes 

place different demands on tyres, 

some manufacturers make tyres 

of different constructions to suit 

them and some charge a little 

more for them. 

The Avon Storm 3D X-Ms 

are strong on mileage, but their 

wet grip is not up to the same 

level as many other tyres. The 

Bridgestone Battlax BT-023 

is the predecessor to the 

T30 and is now one of the 

best tyres in the mid-price 

group. Its performance 

really isn’t that far behind 

some of the latest tyres. 

The Dunlop Sportmax 

Roadsmart is the 

tyre that shook up 

the sports-touring 

category at its launch 

in 2008. It now sits in 

the mid-price sector 

and gives good mileage, 

even when stacked up 

against the very latest 

designs.

Finally, the Michelin 

Pilot Road 3 is the tyre 

that took road tyre wet 

weather grip to the next 

level in 2011. It gives good 

rear tyre mileage but the 

heavily-siped front tyre can 

exhibit some cupping on the 

shoulders as it wears out. 
Bryn Phillips, Cambrian Tyres

GEORGE GREENWOOD, EMAIL

Which tyres give the most miles for 
the least moolah?

Q

Q
I’ve just bought a 2009 Yamaha 

R1 and the gear selection isn’t 

brilliant, with second gear 

skipping at 8000rpm. The fork seals 

are leaking too. What’s gone on?

Owen Williams, email

A
It sounds like you have bought a 

bike that’s been wheelied a lot. 

Those through-the-gear 

wheelies necessitate brutal 

gearchanges, and if it’s up in the air that 

long it has probably been coming down 

with a bang, putting too much force 

through the forks. The forks are pretty 

straightforward to fix, but the gearbox 

means an engine strip and replacing 

any chipped or bent components.

Stuart Gaines, Herne Bay M/C

Why is my R1’s 
gearshift so bad?

Q
The rear wheel bearings on my 

Aprilia Tuono have started to get 

noisy at only 12,000 miles. I am 

scrupulous in looking after my bikes, 

always making sure the wheels are 

properly greased with Copaslip when I 

first get them, so I can’t understand 

why they are failing after so few miles?

Robert Stocks, email

A
I have had a couple of customers 

in with the problem you describe 

and they both used lots of 

Copaslip on their wheel spindles. From 

what I could see, it seems that the 

copper particles are getting into the 

wheel bearings and ruining them. I had 

one that had gone at only 6000 miles.

Griff Woolley, Aprilia Performance 

My Tuono isn’t 
bearing the strain

Dunlop Sportmax RoadSmart 
£190 pair

Bridgestone Battlax BT-023 
£220 pair

Avon Storm 3D X-M 
£200

Michelin Pilot Road 3
£210 pair



Bruce Dunn
The MCN road tester and 

former bike mechanic gives 

his practical know-how for 

our step-by-step guides.
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T-bar set with 
multihead 
bits £5-£18
A tool like this does 

the trick when it 

comes to removing 

crossheaded chrome 

screw fasteners and 

can save you from 

unwelcome damage.

Allen key T-bar 
set £8-£55
Far easier to use than 

conventional Allen 

keys, they mean 

you don’t put undue 

pressure on the Allen 

bolt. They are well 

worth investing in.

Magnetic  tidy tray £3.50-£12 
This is a magic invention that will keep 

a firm grip on the fasteners you remove, 

and make sure you know exactly where 

they are when you need them again.

NEED TO KNOW

THINGS YOU’LL NEED

Time taken: One hour

Skill level: +++++

Our pro tips will save you from making costly 

mistakes when it comes to removing fairings

Strip your 
bike naked – 
damage-free

is secured by a hidden lug or an odd fastener 
that isn’t familiar, so take your time to look 
for hidden lugs and don’t be tempted to force 
anything or, chances are, it will break. 

Another issue, particularly on older ma-
chines, is that over time some of the plastics 
can become less malleable, which can make 
them prone to cracking or breaking as you 
ease them off the bike. 

Some bikes are straightforward when it 
comes to removing the panels - the early 
916/996/998 Ducatis can be done in two 
minutes – yet others such as the super-
aerodynamic Suzuki Hayabusa – need more 
time and understanding of how to strip them 
bare. It is advisable to check a workshop 
manual for the specific sequence on your bike. 
And, when it comes to replacing a missing or 
lost fastener, always fit an OE item. Dealers 
keep a stock of the most common fasteners 
so there is no excuse to sully your bike with 
a nasty-looking basic bolt.

There comes a time in every rider’s life when 
you’ll need to remove your bike’s fairing, 
whether it’s for routine maintenance, fitting 
an aftermarket part, or perhaps just giving 
your machine a thorough clean. 

A modern motorcycle fairing may look 
like an impenetrable plastic shell, but a little 
bit of know-how and understanding about 
fasteners can make peeling bodywork off 
your bike a simple process. 

Of course, every model’s fairing is differ-
ent and there is always a specific sequence 
on removal and fitting, but there are a few 
things that can make the job easier. Many 
fasteners are universal, but quite often a panel 

On Allen key heads use a T-bar for good feel. Be 

careful when re-installing to not over tighten. 

Quite often the bolts are shouldered and nip up to 

a rubber grommet, which isolates the panel from vibration.

There can be all sorts of electrical connectors 

attached to panels. Quite often indicators are 

mounted in fairing uppers and lowers, so keep an 

eye out for any trailing wires as you remove a panel. 

Use a T-bar with the appropriate size tip on 

crosshead fasteners. Often the screw is oversized 

and chromed to look good. A normal screwdriver 

may break the chrome surface and damage the head.  

These fasteners are smooth with a pin in the 

middle. When you push the pin in, the fastener can 

be removed. Prior to re-fitting you need to push the 

pin back out past the flush position, then press to secure it. 

These little rubber flanged tubes are well-nuts, 

which have a captive nut at the end. As they 

tighten they expand and grip the panels together. 

There is never a need to over-tighten them. 

1

2

6

3

7

NEXT
WEEK

Give your machine 

that unbeatable 

new bike feel



Keep the fasteners in the right order, either 

in a tray or tub. Consider making an A4-size 

cardboard template of your fairing, and place 

the fasteners through holes on the card accordingly.

5
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These clips have a crosshead plastic screwhead. 

Turn them a quarter turn to release the clip’s grip 

on the panel. Treat them very gently. When re-

fitting, it’s easier to push the clip in without the screw first.

If you own an older bike fitted with well-nuts, and 

you’ve found that they’ve deformed, try either a 

hairdryer set on cool or a glass of hot water to help 

coax the rubber back into shape. 

Plastic lugs are often fitted behind panels. To 

prevent damage, get a finger around the back of 

the rubber grommet and push the lug out. Before 

re-fitting, smear some Vaseline on the lug to ease its way.

4

8 9 Top tips for hard, sporty braking

Limit filtering speed 

to 20mph above the 

traffic and be ready 

for cars to cut you up

A cheery toot on the 

horn and a wave of 

acknowledgement 

can alert jay walkers

Become the king of the 
urban jungle

at 10mph you should be at no more than 

30mph, and so on. The speed differential, the 

relationship between your speed and that of 

the other traffic, is the critical factor. 

Be prepared
Most dangers of city riding are entirely 

predictable, so anticipate problems and be 

ready for them. Any gap in the traffic is likely 

to be exploited quickly by frustrated drivers 

who will jump at any opportunity for progress. 

When filtering past junctions expect traffic 

to be emerging or turning across your path. 

Pedestrians, too, can be unpredictable with 

any gap in the traffic becoming an impromptu 

pedestrian crossing. In some cities foreign 

tourists unwittingly step out into the road 

having looked the wrong way.

Timely toot
Many riders neglect to use the horn to wake 

up dozy drivers and jay walkers. More often 

than not the horn is used as a rebuke long 

after its use would have been useful. A timely 

toot can make others aware of your presence 

if you think they have not seen you – take any 

perceived aggression out of the situation with 

a wave of acknowledgement. Finally, don’t 

neglect your riding kit – a low speed spill will 

still be painful so wear protection.

Motorcycles are the ultimate urban transport, 

but the very attributes that make them so 

effective can also be their downfall. Here are 

some tips for surviving the urban jungle.

Slow down
Motorcycles and scooters are slim in profile 

and can easily get lost in the bustle of city 

streets. Being harder to see means that we 

must allow other road users more time to spot 

us. Slicing through traffic at speed may seem 

tempting but this is likely, sooner or later, 

to end in tears. The safest way to negotiate 

traffic is to slow everything down, it may seem 

like steady progress to you but taking off a few 

miles per hour can make a huge difference. 

Building in this extra time to your ride will 

allow other drivers to see you and will give 

you more time to anticipate any developing 

hazards such as pedestrians stepping out. 

Precision filtering
Filtering through queues can be a great time 

saver, but don’t rush it! You should aim to be 

travelling at no more than 20mph faster than 

the traffic you are passing. Therefore when 

passing stationary traffic your maximum 

speed should be 20mph, if traffic is moving 
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Mark Edwards 

Former police 

motorcyclist now works 

as an instructor with

Rapid Training

RIDE FASTER, RIDE SAFER

MORE NEXT WEEK
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GOT YOUR BACK
A back protector can make a huge difference 
if it ever comes to the crunch. Choose wisely 
and it’ll always have you covered

GOT YOUR BACK
A back protector can make a huge difference 
if it ever comes to the crunch. Choose wisely 

£119.99

and it’ll always have you covered

Forcefield Pro L2K Evo
An evolution of British company 

Forcefield’s long-standing back 

protector, which is approved to 

the highest CE approval standard. 

It uses a material that returns 

to its original form after impact 

for repeated protection, and has 

shoulder straps and a waistband 

with tensioning adjusters. As well as 

achieving the higher Level 2 impact 

result, it passes the optional cold 

test to the higher level and the hot 

test to the basic Level 1 standard.

www.forcefieldbodyarmour.co.uk

Furygan Dorsale Compt CE
Made by Italian firm Zandona and 

badged up as Furygan, the label 

reports that this one is rated as a 

spinal protector rather than a full back 

protector. It’s made from a combination 

of a plastic outer plate with a foam 

backing, and there are straps for 

shoulders and a twin-strap set-up for 

the waist. It passes the lower Level 1 of 

the CE back protection standard, with 

the provided labelling saying it allows 

through 12.9 kilonewtons (kN) of a 

50-joule impact. The best protectors 

only let through around 6kN.

www.nevis.uk.com

Dainese Manis
The people who created the first 

back protector in the 1970s (made 

at the request of one Mr. B. Sheene) 

have continued to advance the 

process. The Manis is designed to 

flex in several directions for greater 

rider comfort and is also highly 

ventilated to try and prevent heat 

build-up inside the rider’s leathers. 

Protection meets the higher Level 

2 of the CE standard, and there are 

adjustable shoulder straps and 

a waistband that can move up or 

down to suit the rider.

www.dainese.com

£89.99

£149.99

OUR KIT
MCN staff test 

biking products ’til 
they break - 
see page 49

SAVE TIME. SAVE CASH 
COMPARE YOUR INSURANCE QUICKLY AT
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JARGON 
BUSTER
CE approval 

This mark proves 

that a back protector 

will absorb or deflect 

enough energy to be 

worthy of the name. 

The protector is laid 

over an anvil and 

struck from a height 

to simulate an impact 

on the road. Sensors 

in the anvil measure 

how much force is 

transferred through 

the protector.

Level 1 and 2 

A protector needs 

to let through less 

than 18 kilonewtons 

(kN) to achieve 

Level 1 status and if 

it dips below 9kN it 

achieves the higher 

Level 2 pass. The 

level of pass has to 

be marked on the 

protector’s label.

Optional tests 

New tests were 

introduced last year, 

which are voluntary, 

to prove that 

protectors meet the 

standard when tested 

at -10°C and at 40°C. 

Protectors that pass 

these tests have a ‘T+’ 

and/or ‘T-’ marked 

on their label. More 

protectors pass the 

cold test than the hot 

test, which softens 

the material.

Coverage

Newer labels show 

whether you are 

looking at a full 

back protector (FB) 

or one that simply 

protects the spine 

(CB, for ‘central back’). 

People often think 

back protectors are 

just there to cover 

the spine – but think 

about organs like 

kidneys and lungs, 

and areas like 

shoulder blades too.

Sizing 

The right coverage 

is crucial. You 

need to measure 

from the join of 

shoulder and neck 

to the waist, and all 

protectors must use 

this measurement 

to state which size 

range they cover.

Tryonic Feel 3.7
Lightweight back protector with a 

mesh material next to the rider’s 

back and several holes to vent 

heat away from the body. It has 

adjustable shoulder straps and a 

twin-adjuster waist belt to ensure 

a close fit. It meets the higher 

Level 2 of the CE standard, but the 

labelling doesn’t officially mention 

its performance in the optional hot 

and cold weather tests, which have 

been introduced in the last couple of 

years. Instead it claims to be tested 

to -20°C for use in winter sports.

www.revit.eu

Knox Meta-Sys
If all the back protectors here were bouncers, this is 

the one that would put troublemakers on their arse 

with no more than a well-aimed glare. It’s heavy-

duty and covers a larger area of the rider’s back, 

with protection extending up to the shoulder blades. 

The twin-adjuster waistband is height-adjustable, 

and the material that sits on the rider’s back can be 

removed for washing. It passes Level 2 of the CE 

test for a full back protector and also passes the 

test in extreme cold.

www.planet-knox.com

Alpinestars Nucleon KR-1
The latest back protector from Alpinestars 

combines a hard plastic outer with an absorbent  

memory foam to boost the impact protection. It has 

removable shoulder straps, and a single waistband 

fastener which can be moved up or down for the 

rider’s comfort. It is rated to the highest Level 2 CE 

test as a full back protector and also passes the 

optional test in extreme cold conditions.

www.alpinestars.com

Lightweight back protector with a 

mesh material next to the rider’s 

adjustable shoulder straps and a 

twin-adjuster waist belt to ensure 

Level 2 of the CE standard, but the 

labelling doesn’t officially mention 

its performance in the optional hot 

and cold weather tests, which have 

been introduced in the last couple of 

years. Instead it claims to be tested 

to -20°C for use in winter sports.
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JARGON 
BUSTER
CE approval 

This mark proves 

that a back protector 

will absorb or deflect 

enough energy to be 

worthy of the name. 

The protector is laid 

over an anvil and 

struck from a height 

to simulate an impact 

If all the back protectors here were bouncers, this is 

the one that would put troublemakers on their arse 

with no more than a well-aimed glare. It’s heavy-

duty and covers a larger area of the rider’s back, 

with protection extending up to the shoulder blades. 

The twin-adjuster waistband is height-adjustable, 

and the material that sits on the rider’s back can be 

removed for washing. It passes Level 2 of the CE 

test for a full back protector and also passes the 

If all the back protectors here were bouncers, this is 

the one that would put troublemakers on their arse 

with no more than a well-aimed glare. It’s heavy-

duty and covers a larger area of the rider’s back, 

with protection extending up to the shoulder blades. 

The twin-adjuster waistband is height-adjustable, 

and the material that sits on the rider’s back can be 

removed for washing. It passes Level 2 of the CE 

test for a full back protector and also passes the 

Alpinestars Nucleon KR-1

Tryonic Feel 3.7
Lightweight back protector with a 

mesh material next to the rider’s 

back and several holes to vent 

heat away from the body. It has 

adjustable shoulder straps and a 

twin-adjuster waist belt to ensure 

a close fit. It meets the higher 

Level 2 of the CE standard, but the 

labelling doesn’t officially mention 

its performance in the optional hot 

and cold weather tests, which have 

been introduced in the last couple of 

years. Instead it claims to be tested 

to -20°C for use in winter sports.

Held Sakari
Soft, flexible back protector 

that uses a foam material called SAStec in a Lycra 

housing that’s breathable. The shape is developed 

to gain better shoulder coverage before the material 

narrows near the waist. An extra section to protect 

the coccyx can be attached by Velcro for tucked-

in riding and removed when the rider wants to sit 

upright. It has shoulder and waist straps, and is 

approved to the higher Level 2 of the CE standard.

www.held-uk.co.uk

Spidi Back Warrior
A very lightweight back protector 

from Italian firm Spidi, which will 

barely be noticeable once tucked 

inside bike kit. It’s made from a layer 

of polypropylene and two layers 

of polyethylene and its impact 

performance meets the higher Level 

2 of the CE standard. The labelling 

and packaging make no reference 

to its performance in either of the 

optional tests in extreme heat or 

extreme cold. It has shoulder straps 

and twin waist straps to get the ideal 

fit. Smaller sizes are £129.99.

www.motogear.co.uk

£139.99

£84.99

£129.99

£99.99

£129.99
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On sale now at mcnshop.com
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1. Oxford backpack 
anniversary 

edition, £19.99
A small, lightweight 

rucksack for carrying your 

essentials. It’s made from 

tough 400D polyester 

and features padded air-

mesh comfort straps for 

your shoulders, as well as 

compression straps to keep 

your luggage compact, and 

prevent it flapping when 

it’s not full. There are also 

external pockets on the 

front and sides for quick and 

easy access to small items.

4. Furygan Griso, £44.99
Commuters who have to carry a laptop 

around will welcome the Griso’s dedicated 

internal compartment to keep their computer 

safely tucked away. There are also several 

pockets in the main compartment to help 

riders stay organised. There’s a waterproof 

cover stashed inside, and the bag has a carry 

handle on top.

5. Alpinestars Lite 
Backpack, £49.98

Commuters will appreciate the 20 litres of 

capacity in this Alpinestars bag, with a laptop 

compartment, and straps for the chest and 

waist to spread the load across a greater area 

rather than focusing it on the shoulders. It has 

mesh pockets on the sides and light-reflective 

detailing for night-time visibility.

2. Held To-Go, £29.99
Water-repellent rucksack with a 12-litre 

capacity for carrying your clobber around, 

with two external pockets for quick access 

to small items, and mesh side pockets for 

stashing items like neckwarmers. There’s 

light-reflective material to make you more 

visible at night, an internal organiser, and a 

built-in rain hood, too.

3. Richa L Bag, £39.99
This medium-sized rucksack from Richa is a 

labyrinth of internal compartments and will 

suit those organised riders who like to know 

where things are at all times. The L Bag also 

features a handy integral waterproof cover, 

and comes in a selection of colours, making it 

perfect for those who want to be more visible 

while riding.

1

2 3 4 5

As riders we want different 

things from our rucksack 

– not the sort of thing a 

camping shop will sell. 

A good one will sit the 

weight lower on your back, 

have chest straps to stop 

the windblast pulling the 

shoulder straps apart, 

and be of tough enough 

construction to cope with 

wind-blast at speed. A 

waterproof hood stashed 

inside is also handy. Here 

are our five favourites from 

the wide selection at 

www.mcnshop.com

www.motorcyclenews.com

01473 823351 

Waterproof GPS 
case & GPS audio

Waterproof GPS 

case £20.99+P&P

FROM £37.99+P&P

Hear your Satnav 

in your helmet with 

NEW ‘GPS audio’

Now with 

Bluetooth

Superbike�handlebar�conversions����Crash�Pads
Stealth�exhausts����Mirror�extenders����Bodywork
Adjustable�levers Air�filters����Brake�reservoirs

Like�a�BMW,�only�more.

Ask�your�local�BMW�dealer�or�call�us
01485�542000�www.ac-schnitzer.co.uk

S1000R/RR��RNineT��K1300���K1600���R1200GS

AC�Schnitzer�STEALTH�exhausts�for�BMW
in�satin�black�with�carbon�fibre�end�caps.

My bike is over ten 
years old - so my policy 
saves me up to 55%

1

If your bike is over 
10 years old, you 
could save money 
with a ÔFuture 
ClassicÕ Bike policy.

UK opening hours: Mon–Fri 8am–8pm, Sat 9am–5pm, Sun 10am–4pm.  1 Based 

on a 35 year-old owner of a 2003 Fireblade saving over 55% on the cost of 

comprehensive insurance under a Future Classic policy (just £313.10, compared 

to £707.96 on our standard scheme). Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is 

authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, firm reference no. 

307243. Carole Nash is a trading style of Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd, 

registered in England and Wales no. 2600841.

0800 093 5577
Accept nothing less, call now for a Future Classic Bike insurance quote

of customers would recommend Carole Nash

Scores correct as of January 2015.

2013

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

2014

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

2015

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

0844 409 7587
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www.carbtune.com

CARBTUNE PRO
Carb and fuel injection throttle balancer.
��	s test scored the new Carbtune highest, the most accurate multi-
gauge device and the only tool “Recommended”.
Buy direct online or by mail, phone, fax or email.
Quick dispatch. Technical advice and back-up.

Full instructions and guarantee, Nitrile hoses and stronger dampers. 
5mm and 6mm adapters to fi t virtually any bike.
4-column works on twins, triples and fours.

2-column Ð £45

4-column Ð £59
Quality storage TOOLPOUCH £7 if bought with Carbtune Pro. 
Visit website for details.
Pay with credit or debit card or cheques/PO payable to:

Morgan Carbtune Ltd, Unit 33N Townsend Enterprise Park,
Townsend Street, Belfast BT13 2ES, UK.

Tel: 028 9023 9007 Fax: 028 9024 7294

Email: morgan@carbtune.com
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The BEST place to buy biking kit!
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Tester: Andy Davidson

Time used: One year, 12,000 miles 

What’s good? These are my go-to 

gloves when it gets a bit warmer. 

They’re lightweight, breathable, peppered with 

protection, supremely comfortable, look cool, and 

are competitively priced. There’s a lot to love. They’ve 

been my trusty companions for thousands of miles. 

The ratchet fastening system has a low profile, so the 

cuff fits easily under my jacket sleeve, and there’s no 

fluff-attracting Velcro involved.

What’s not? The fastening feels a bit alien at first.

Contact: www.planet-knox.com

Quality rating: ★★★★★

Value rating: ★★★★★

Tester: Alison Silcox 

Time tested: One 1000-mile riding tour

What’s good? Unlike some tankbags I’ve 

tried, the shape of this one means it sits 

well on the tank, and the baseplate gives me real 

confidence that the bag won’t budge. Plus, you can 

detach the bag from the base and use it as a rucksack 

when you reach your destination. There’s a rain cover, 

but the bag can resist the odd shower without it.

What’s not? Magnetic bags are easier to fit than non-

magnetic ones like this. Also, the headstock strap 

stops me putting the steering lock on when parked.

Contact: www.oxprod.com

Quality rating: ★★★★★

Value rating: ★★★★★

Tester: Tony Hoare 

Time tested: Eight months/3000 miles

What’s good? A decent neckwarmer can 

make one hell of a difference to a ride. And 

this is definitely a decent neckwarmer. It’s windproof 

at the front, with a mesh section around the mouth 

and nose to let you breathe, and the lining is a soft 

fur-like material called Velboa. It’s comfy, adds very 

little bulk around the neck and works well in both light 

chills and full-on winter cold. 

What’s not? The elasticated top is a little tight for me, 

although the rest of it fits well. 

Contact: www.planet-knox.com

Quality rating: ★★★★★

Value rating: ★★★★★

TOP 5
JOBS
FOR THE  
MICRO
DRILL

1
Cleaning caliper 

internals 

If your brake 

calipers are very 

old and well used, 

the piston seals can 

become crudded 

up. When theyÕre 

removed, a micro 

drill with a brass or 

copper brush is ideal 

for getting dirt out 

without damaging 

the metal.

2
Making holes 

There are 

occasions where 

owners will look to 

fit small switches 

inside the trim on 

their bikes, and a 

micro drill is ideal for 

cutting the hole into 

which it will slot.

3
Polishing 

Micro drills will 

take a small 

polishing mop on the 

end, which is ideal for 

polishing small areas 

such as bolt heads 

that are showing 

signs of tarnish 

after winter riding, 

or areas like brake 

caliper banjos.

4
Cutting plastics 

If there are 

areas that need 

trimming, such as 

screens or plastic 

edges, a micro drill 

is the perfect tool 

for the job. If you 

have fibreglass track 

bodywork, micro 

drills are ideal for 

cutting them cleanly 

where necessary.

5
Chain removal 

The best way to 

split a chain is 

with a dedicated tool, 

but if itÕs a stubborn 

rivet, cutting/grinding 

the head off with a 

micro drill will let you 

push it through and 

separate the chain 

ends ready for you to 

fit a new chain and 

sprocket set. Or you 

can just cut a link.

SimonÕs new Dremel tool has made work on his old TriumphÕs carbs an absolute joy

‘This tool has become an 
extension of my lef  hand’

Tester: Simon Relph

Time tested: 11 months

What’s good? Everyone’s toolbox contains 

certain items we just can’t do without, 

ones that become extensions of our hands. 

I didn’t know the Dremel 8050 Micro was 

going to become such a gem until I got 

one. It’s smaller than the Dremel 8200 

cordless, and a third of the weight, but 

still boasts 8-volt power. I rarely run it at 

full speed as whatever you are cutting, 

grinding or drilling will disappear very 

quickly indeed. I have recently been using 

it to clean out the ports on a Triumph 

inlet manifold. I wanted to lose any 

unnecessary material so the gases flow 

smoothly from the carburettor, through 

the manifold, and into the cylinder head. 

This job is normally a real chore, but with 

the aid of the 8050-Micro it’s an absolute 

joy. The best improvement over the 8200 

is the addition of a built-in LED light to 

help you see the thing you’re working 

on, especially when the job is small and 

intricate. Another nice touch is an LED 

‘fuel’ gauge to help you know when the 

tool is about to run out of juice. This really 

is an impressive and controllable little 

creature; a definite must.

What’s not? Having to recharge the 

battery. That said, if you keep an eye on the 

gauge you can make sure you don’t run out 

of charge just at the wrong moment.

Contact: www.dremel.com

Quality rating: ★★★★★

Value rating: ★★★★★

Dremel 8050-Micro 
cordless, £105.97

DETAILS
1. LED headlight

Such a great addition to be 

able to see in dark areas.

2. Battery level

This is a great help to know 

how much power is left.

Oxford Lifetime X20 Tank Bag, £79.99 Cold Killers Mini Tube, £19.99Knox Orsa gloves, £79.99
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EXPLORE THE BRILLIANT WORLD OF BIKING THIS WEEK

Not only is it a quintessentially English 

town in the heart of Leicestershire 

and home of the world famous Melton 

Mowbray pork pie, it’s also surrounded 

by some great riding roads. It doesn’t 

seem to matter which way you 

approach from you’ll be riding a lovely 

sweeping, undulating road. If you fancy 

heading south on the A606 you can 

take in a loop round Rutland Water and 

have a quick cuppa overlooking the 

picturesque reservoir before continuing 

through the villages of Edith Weston 

and Manton. If you turn left from 

Manton on the A6003 it’s a superb 

rollercoaster of a road towards the 

junction with the A47 at Uppingham. 

Head west to the B6047 and turn right, 

watching out for the speed camera on 

the junction, you’ll them be on a great 

road back to Melton. 

If you head over there for the 

weekend of May 2-3 there’s an Artisan 

Cheese Fair taking place. You’ll be able 

to sample and buy in excess of 250 

cheeses plus there will be mouth-

watering pork pies on offer! It’s a great 

way to top off a morning of riding – pork 

pies and cheese based snacks! Your 

arteries may not thank you, but you’ll 

enjoy the ride all the same.

Contact: www.artisancheesefair.co.uk

CHEESE, PORK PIES AND 
SOME ROLLING ROADS
What better destination for a morning of riding than 
Melton Mowbray’s annual celebration of cheese?

Do something exciting on your bike this week

You’ll not be able to 

move for Italian 

exotica in Bristol 

Cheesy riders…

MCN’s Alison Silcox 

and Jon Urry in 

Melton Mowbray

P
E

L
H

A
M

 C
R

O
S

B
Y

WEDNESDAY April 22
RIDING SCHOOL

► Honda Ron Haslam Race School, Donington 
Park, Derbys. 01332-883323 or www.
haslamraceschool.com

SPEEDWAY

► King’s Lynn, Norfolk. www.
kingslynnyoungstars.co/

TRIALS

► Scarborough & DMC, Low North Park, 
Harwood Dale, Scarborough, North Yorks. 
01723-863987 or www.scarboroughdmc.co.uk

BIKE MEETS

► All Seasons Cafe, Billing Garden Village, 
Northampton, Northants. 6pm-10pm. 01604-
404226 or www.allseasonscafe.co.uk
► Alton Station Cafe, Alton, Hants. 5pm-9pm. 
01420-82205
► Catfoss Cafe, Brandsburton, Driffield, Yorks. 
5.30pm. www.catfoss-biker-cafe.com
► Dick Turpin’s Rest, Blue Chip House (A64), 
High St, Sherburn, Yorks. 01944-711111
► Gawsworth Jesters, Harrington Arms, 
Macclesfield, Cheshire. 7pm. 07843-223593
► Green Dragon, Flaunden, Herts. 6pm. www.
greendragon.org.uk
► H’s Cafe, Kent Motorcycles, Dover Rd (A2) nr 
Barham Canterbury, Kent. 6pm. 
www.kent-motorcycles.co.uk
► Hatton Country World, Warwick, Warks. 
www.hattonworld.com
► Manor Bike Cafe, Manor Farm, Bellerby, 
Leyburn, North Yorks. www.manor-cafe.co.uk
► MFN Bike night, Live bands & BBQ, Shipley 
Gate, Nottingham, Notts. 01773-530313 or 
www.mfn-club.co.uk
► Navigation Inn, Old Warwick Rd, Lapworth 
Solihull, West Midlands. 01564-783337
► Oakdene Cafe, Wrotham, Kent. 01732-
884873
► Polhill Arms, Wilden Rd, Renhold, Beds. 
www.polihillarms.co.uk
► Poole Quay, Poole, Dorset. www.
pooletourism.com
► Railway Inn, Station Rd, Sandford, Somerset. 
01934-822632
► Ryka’s Cafe, Box Hill, Surrey. 07730-661013
► Southport Carousel, Promenade, Southport, 
Merseyside. www.discoversouthport.co.uk
► Squires Cafe, Newthorpe near Sherburn in 
Elmet, West Yorks. 01977-684618 or www.
squires-cafe.co.uk
► The Admiral Hawke, Green St, Sunbury on 
Thames, Middlesex. 01932-781326 or www.
admiralhawke.co.uk
► The Plough, Cadsden Rd, Cadsden, nr 
Princess Risborough, Bucks. http://plough-at-
cadsden.co.uk
► Travellers Inn, Smithy Wood Rd, Thorpe 
Hesley, Rotherham, South Yorks. 0114-
2467870 or www.independentbikers.co.uk
► Wetland Bikers, Wildfowl Centre, 
Washington, Tyne & Wear. 5.30pm onwards, 
www.wetlandsbikers.freeforums.org or www.
wwt.org.uk

THURSDAY April 23
TRACK DAYS

► Oulton Park, Cheshire. From £159, www.
MSVTrackdays.com

SPEEDWAY

► Ipswich, Suffolk. www.ipswichwitches.co/
► Redcar, Cleveland. www.redcarbears.co/
► Sheffield, Yorks. www.sheffieldspeedway.co/
► Swindon, Wilts. www.swindonrobins.co/

BIKE MEETS

► Cafe Manhattan The Diner (formerly 
Porkys), Basildon, Essex. 6pm-10pm. 01268-
728809 or www.phoenixriders.co.uk
► Dusty Miller, Sheffield Rd, Barlborough, 
Nr Chesterfield, Derbys. www.
dustymillerbarlborough.co.uk
► Harlow Biker Night, The Square, Fourth 
Avenue, Harlow, Essex. 7.30pm. facebook: 
Harlow biker night

BRISTOL TURNS 
ITALIAN!
ITALIAN AUTOMOTO FESTIVAL, 

BRISTOL CITY CENTRE

SATURDAY, APRIL 25

Get to Bristol this Sunday for the 

brilliant Italian AutoMoto Festival. It’s 

been running for the past 12 years and 

includes cars as well as bikes. There’s 

loads to enjoy and, because it takes pace 

on the city streets, there’s no charge to 

get in. What more could you want?

Each year the event selects particular 

marques for special treatment, and this 

year it’s Moto Morini – so fans of the 

brand can expect a strong showing, not 

least of the super-cute 3 ½ model which 

enjoys a strong cult following. 

There will also be plenty of Moto 

Guzzis, Ducatis, Cagivas, Lambrettas, 

Vespas and many more. If it has wheels 

and is Italian, you can expect to see an 

example on display. 

For the record, the featured car 

marque this year is Lamboughini. Too 

many wheels for MCN’s purist tastes, but 

it’s tough to resist their engineering and 

styling charms.

■ Details: www.biamf.co.uk
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HARLEY RIDER INSURANCE™

0800 231 5063

Harley-Davidson
Insurance Services*

Opening Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-8pm, Sat 9am-5pm, Sun 10am-4pm. 
HARLEY | RIDER INSURANCE™ is arranged and administered by Harley-Davidson Insurance Services.
* Harley-Davidson Insurance Services is a trading style of Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd who is authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority. Registered in England and Wales 2600841. †Terms and conditions apply, visit www.harley-davidson.co.uk/insurance. 
© H-D 2015. Harley, Harley-Davidson and the Bar & Shield logo are among the trademarks of H-D U.S.A., LLC.

for a quote and instant cover

CALL & QUOTE REF: HDHGWin a £250 Harley-Davidson¨ Dealership voucher  

Call for a quote between 1st April to 30th June 2015,  

to be entered into a free prize draw to win a £250 voucher† 

to spend within a Harley-Davidson® Dealership of your 

choice.
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Improved rates for HARLEY | RIDER INSURANCE™ 

J15-3893_HDIS_04/15

For Republic of Ireland quotes call 1800 800 845.COMPARE BIKE INSURANCE
0844 409 7587

EAST OF ENGLAND 
SHOWGROUND 

PETERBOROUGH
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King Carl Fogarty will be at the 

front of a massive rideout this 

Sunday – and it’s all raising money 

for Midlands Air Ambulance. The 

23-mile ride out starts from Meole 

Brace in Shrewsbury and finishes 

at the RAF Museum Cosford near 

Wolverhampton, which is home to 

the Bike4Life Festival. Registration 

for the rideout is just £5 and entry to 

the festival is free. As the event also 

aims to raise money to help fund the 

vital life saving work of the Midlands 

Air Ambulance Charity, donations on 

the day are gratefully received. It all 

happens between 10am and 4pm. 

Register for the rideout by visiting 

www.bike4lifefest.com

RIDE WITH FOGGY AT BIKE4LIFE FEST 

If only motorways 

looked like this 

more often

SUNDAY, APRIL 26

► St George’s Night Special with Memphis 
Stone & The Elevators, Ace Cafe, Stonebridge, 
London. 6pm. 020-8961-1000 or www.ace-
cafe-london.com
► The Guide Inn, Keighley Rd, Hainworth, 
Keighley, West Yorks. www.facebook.com/
groups/106826612717228
► Vic Bikers Pub, Coalville, Leics.6pm-11pm. 
01530-814718 or www.vicbikerspub.co.uk
► Warley Cross Cafe, Warley Cross, Beeford, 
Yorks. www.warleycrosscafe-eastyorkshire.
co.uk
► Weston Bike Night, Marine Parade, Weston 
Super Mare, Somerset. £1 per bike, 01934-
521496 or 07875-336814
► Whistlestop Cafe, HTM Business Park, 
Rhuddlan, Denbighshire.  01745 591235

FRIDAY April 24
RALLIY

► Bum in the Mud Rally, Essex Outdoors-
Mersea, Colchester, Essex. 07708-419987 or 
www.buminthemud.co.uk

SPEEDWAY

► Coventry, Warks. www.coventrybees.co/
► Edinburgh, Edinburgh Speedway, Edinburgh. 
www.edinburghmonarchs.co/
► Lakeside, Arena Essex, Essex. www.
lakesidehammers.co/
► Plymouth, Devon. www.plymouthdevils.co/
► Scunthorpe, North Lincs. www.
scunthorpescorpions.co/
► Somerset, Somerset. www.somersetrebels.co/

BIKE MEETS

► Bike Night + Performance & Fast Bike, Ace 
Cafe, Stonebridge, London. 6pm. 020-8961-
1000 or www.ace-cafe-london.com
► Ducati Paso, 750, 906, 907ie and 750 Sport 
Owners UK 2nd Gathering, The Green Man, 
Scamblesby, Louth, Lincs. pasagathering@
yahoo.co.uk
► The Romping Cat, Old Woods, Bomere 
Heath, Shrewsbury, Shropshire. 01939-290273

SATURDAY April 25
SHOWS

► Brighton Jukebox Show & Retro 
Collectors Fair with classic car & bike 
display, Brighton Racecourse, Brighton, 
East Sussex. 0208-394-2444 or www.
jukeboxandretrofair.co.uk
► Carole Nash International Classic 
Motorcycle Show, Stafford County 
Showground, Stafford, Staffs. 01507-529529 or 
www.classicbikeshows.com
► RBLR Bike & Trike Show, The Nightjar, 
Weston-super-Mare, Somerset. 01934-510455

OPEN DAYS

► Bike Stop Season Opener Celebrity 
Weekend with Leon Haslam and Steve 
Mercer. They will also launch and be 
the country’s first Arai Pro Tech dealer, 
Stevenage, Herts. 01438-317038

RALLIES

► Bum in the Mud Rally, Essex Outdoors-
Mersea, Colchester, Essex. 07708-419987 or 
www.buminthemud.co.uk

SPEEDWAY

► Berwick, Borders. www.berwickbandits.co/
► Leicester, Leics. www.leicesterlions.co/

► Rye House, Herts. www.ryehouserockets.co/
► Workington, Cumbria. www.
workingtoncomets.co/

TRIALS

► Berkhamsted MCC, Nash Mills, 
Kings Langley, Herts. 07588-438110 or 
stevesouthwood@btinternet.com
► FIM Trial World Championship, Motegi, 
www.fim-live.com
► Guisborough & DMCC Ltd, Ellers Farm, 
Great Fryupdale, North Yorks. 01287-660577 or 
www.guisboroughdmc.co.uk
► Ripon MC Ltd, Fir Tree Farm, Grewelthorpe, 
Ripon, North Yorks. 01765-640319 or www.
riponmotorclub.co.uk

BIKE MEETS

► Cabin Dairy Tearooms, High St, Burnham on 
Crouch, Essex. 01621-782404 
► Central Kiosk, Princes Esplanade, Walton-
on-the Naze, Essex. 07966-047291 
► Ducati Paso, 750, 906, 907ie and 750 Sport 
Owners UK 2nd Gathering, The Green Man, 
Scamblesby, Louth, Lincs. pasagathering@
yahoo.co.uk
► Loomies, West Meon, Hants. 01730-239440
► Oasis Snack Bar, Monmouth Rd, 
Abergavenny, Monmouthshire. 01873 855375 
► Revved-up Teabar, Walton-on-the-Naze, 
Essex
► Wessons Cafe, Horam, East Sussex. 9am-
4pm. 01435-813999

IRISH ROAD RACING

► Cookstown ‘100’, Co Tyrone. www.
cookstown100.com

SUNDAY April 26
SHOWS

► Brighton Jukebox Show & Retro 
Collectors Fair with classic car & bike 
display, Brighton Racecourse, Brighton, 
East Sussex. 0208-394-2444 or www.
jukeboxandretrofair.co.uk
► Carole Nash International Classic 
Motorcycle Show, Stafford County 
Showground, Stafford, Staffs. 01507-529529 or 
www.classicbikeshows.com

OPEN DAY

► Bike Stop Season Opener Celebrity 
Weekend with Leon Haslam and Steve 
Mercer. They will also launch and be 
the country’s first Arai Pro Tech dealer, 
Stevenage, Herts. 01438-317038

RIDEOUT

► 1066 MCC present the World’s Largest 
Unofficial St Georges Day Parade, Notcutts/
Tesco car park, Solihull, West Midlands. 
www.1055mcc.co.uk

RALLY

► Bum in the Mud Rally, Essex Outdoors-
Mersea, Colchester, Essex. 07708-419987 or 
www.buminthemud.co.uk

SPEEDWAY

► Glasgow, Glasgow. www.glasgowtigers.co/
► Newcastle, Tyne & Wear. www.
newcastlediamonds.co/
► Peterborough, Cambs. www.
peterboroughpanthers.co/

MOTOCROSS

► FIM World MXGP Championship, 
Valkenswaard, www.motocrossmx1.com

► Frome & DMCC, Asham Wood, Leighton, 
Cheshire. natalie.froud@blueyonder.co.uk
► Jersey MC & LCC, Sorel Point, 01534-
852952 or www.jerseymotorsport.com
► Pickering & DMC, Cawthorne Lane, Wretton, 
North Yorks. 01904-622274 or www.facebook.
com/pickDMC
► South Hams MCC, Pheonix Moto Park, 
Whiteway, Barton, Devon. 01752-361833 or 
07814-544265

TRIALS

► Bury St Edmunds & DMCC, Windolphs 
Farm, Hawkedon, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk. 
01449-780302 or neilandlynn5@tiscali.co.uk
► Castle Colchester MCC Ltd, Poplars Chase 
Farm, Thorrington, Essex. 07739-777583 or 
www.castle-mcc.co.uk
► Cheshire Youth TC, Alvanley, Llangollen, 
Denbighshire. 01745-813392 or nerys_12@
hotmail.co.uk
► Double Five Kent MCC Ltd, Chads Farm, 
Ridley, Kent. 01959-575732 or www.doublefive.
co.uk
► Guernsey Motor Cycle & Car Club, 
Guernsey, 01481-252061 or www.gmccc.co.uk
► Huddersfield Falcon MCC , Sunfield 
Stables, Diggle, Oldhm, West Yorks. 01484-
612802 or www.falconmcc.co.uk
► Hull AC, Wetherhill Hill Farm, Farndale, 
North Yorks. 01751-417455 or jim.
austermuhle@btopenworld.com
► Kingston & DMCC Ltd, Iron Hill, Nr Liphook, 
Hants. 01372-375708 or www.kdmcc.com
► Mendip Vale MC & LCC, Washingpool Farm, 
Wells, Somerset. 01275-878220 or www.
mendipvalemcc.co.uk
► Merthyr Motor Club, Morlais Quarry, 
Dowlais Merthyr, West Glamorgan. 01685-
386209 or geoffrey.snow1@btinternet.com
► South Birmingham MC, The Kremlin Inn, 
Clee Hill, Shropshire. 01562-754827
► Vintage Motor Cycle Club Ltd, Bo-Peep 
Bostal, Semeston, East Sussex. 01283-540557 
or www.vmcc.net
► Woodbridge & DMCC Ltd, Blaxhall Circuit, 
Woodbridge, Suffolk. www.woodbridgemcc.
co.uk
► Wycombe and DMCC Ltd, Common Hill 
Wood, Stokenchurch, Bucks. 01628-473509 or 
www.wycombemcctrials.com
► Yeadon Guiseley & DMC Ltd, Cockhill 
Mines, Greenhow, North Yorks. 01937-541042 
or www.yeadon-guiseleytrials.co.uk
► Zone One MCC, Bidfield Farm, The 
Camp, Stroud, Gloucs. 01452-813703 or 
kathworkman@btinternet.com

BIKE MEETS

► Cafe Plus, Baldock, Herts. 01462-895755
► Central Kiosk, Princes Esplanade, Walton-
on-the Naze, Essex. 07966 -047291 
► Ducati Paso, 750, 906, 907ie and 750 Sport 
Owners UK 2nd Gathering, The Green Man, 
Scamblesby, Louth, Lincs. pasagathering@
yahoo.co.uk
► Kawasaki Sunday, Ace Cafe, Stonebridge, 
London. 9am. 020-8961-1000 or www.ace-
cafe-london.com
► Loomies, West Meon, Hants. 01730-239440
► Northamptonshire Advanced 
Motorcyclists, The Obelisk Centre, Obelisk 
Rise, Kingsthorpe, Northants. 9.15am. www.
nammc.org.uk
► Revved-up Teabar, Walton-on-the-Naze, 
Essex
► The Oddballs MCC, The Haygate, Telford, 



FEATURES 53  BUYING & 
SELLING SPORTEVENTSGARAGETHIS WEEK NEW BIKES

MCNFESTIVAL.COM
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16-17th

2015

See Schwantz and his USA team 
take on the Brits in the 

MCN Transatlantic Trophy races April 22   2015

www.motorcyclenews.com

Frid 24th April Mallory Park 103 d.B .......................................£99
Sat 25th April Anglesey International .................................. £129
Sun 26th April Anglesey International ................................. £129
Sun 26th April Rockingham International 104 d.B .............. £129Sun 26th April Rockingham International 104 d.B .............. £129
Mon 27th April Cadwell Park (Evening) 2 grps .......................£39Mon 27th April Cadwell Park (Evening) 2 grps .......................£39
Tues 28th April Cadwell Park ...................................................£95Tues 28th April Cadwell Park ...................................................£95
Wed 29th April Donington Park GP Noisy ............................ £159Wed 29th April Donington Park GP Noisy ............................ £159
Wed 29th April Oulton Park 102 d.B..................................... £149Wed 29th April Oulton Park 102 d.B..................................... £149
Frid 1st May Snetterton 300 102 d.B ......................................£99Frid 1st May Snetterton 300 102 d.B ......................................£99
Sat 2nd May Mallory Park 103 d.B .......................................£109Sat 2nd May Mallory Park 103 d.B .......................................£109
Mon 4th May Anglesey International ..................................£139Mon 4th May Anglesey International ..................................£139
Tues 5th May Donington Park ‘Girls day’ 98 d.B ...................£199Tues 5th May Donington Park ‘Girls day’ 98 d.B ...................£199
Tues 5th May Snetterton 300 102 d.B ....................................£99Tues 5th May Snetterton 300 102 d.B ....................................£99
Sat 9th May Mallory Park 103 d.B ........................................£119Sat 9th May Mallory Park 103 d.B ........................................£119
Sun 10th May Rockingham International 104 d.B ...............£129Sun 10th May Rockingham International 104 d.B ...............£129
Sun 10th May Cadwell Park ..................................................£139Sun 10th May Cadwell Park ..................................................£139
Sun 10th May Cadwell Park (Evening) 2 grps ........................£45Sun 10th May Cadwell Park (Evening) 2 grps ........................£45
Mon 11th May Cadwell Park.................................................£105Mon 11th May Cadwell Park.................................................£105
Mon 11th May Cadwell Park (Evening) 2 grps .......................£45Mon 11th May Cadwell Park (Evening) 2 grps .......................£45

EUROPEAN VENUES
Portimao 
29th - 31st May 2015    £519   
3 days on circuit + 3 nights in a hotel + bike transport

Le Mans  
22nd - 23rd July 2015    £289   
2 days on track

Spa 
7th - 8th August 2015   £379   
2 days track time only

Le Mans  
25th - 26th August 2015    £289   
2 days on track

Aragon 
11th - 13th Sept 201511th - 13th Sept 2015 early discount booking   £599    £599  
3 days on circuit + 3 nights in hotel + bike transport

Valencia 
5th - 7th October 20155th - 7th October 2015 early discount booking   £559    £559  
3 days on circuit + 3 nights in hotel + bike transport

Portimao 
16th - 18th October 201516th - 18th October 2015 early discount booking   £489    £489  
3 days on circuit + 3 nights in hotel + bike transport

ALL FULL CIRCUITS. TUITION AVAILABLE. HIRE BIKES AVAILABLE FROM £195 per day

Tel: 01727 827794 www.nolimitstrackdays.com
NOVICE GROUP RIDERS ESPECIALLY WELCOME

WHY NOT JOIN US FOR OUR RACE SERIES. NEW TO RACING OR EXPERIENCED 
RACERS WELCOME, SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION.

01332 883323  t: 01332 883323  e: enquiries@haslamraceschool.comt: 01332 883323  e: enquiries@haslamraceschool.comt: 01332 883323  e: enquiries@haslamraceschool.com enquiries@haslamraceschool.com

www.haslamraceschool.com

REAL BARGAINS!

FREE motorail on FREE motorail on 

selected dates.

Geneva Road Train 

Available.Available.

mcitours.com

FlyRide
TM

USA
Old Wild West & Monument Valley
28 August - 8 September 2015

01797 344277   www.elk-promotions.co.uk
Next date: Romney Marsh (Hamstreet TN26 2JD) Sun 28th June

Romney Marsh

Classic BikejumbleClassic Bikejumble

10am Sunday 310am Sunday 3rdrd May May
Hamstreet,Hamstreet,

Nr Ashford, Kent TN26 2JDNr Ashford, Kent TN26 2JD

White Rose Tours  
Italian Lakes & Alps - W. Scotland, 
Arran & Skye  - Austria & Germany 

- SW Ireland - Wales 
 

Tel: 01423 770103 

www.motorcycletours.co.uk 

Trailblazer Off Road Adventures

SPAIN & MOROCCO
Day Rides, Tours, Raids

Novice-Expert, 1-10 Riders
KTM & Honda Bikes
www.trailblazers-pro.comwww.trailblazers-pro.comwww.trailblazers-pro.comwww.trailblazers-pro.com

email bookings@trailblazers-pro.comemail bookings@trailblazers-pro.comemail bookings@trailblazers-pro.comemail bookings@trailblazers-pro.com
Tel: 00 34 951230259Tel: 00 34 951230259

Battlefelds On A Bike  battlefeldsonabike.co.uk
Motorcycle holidays led by an accredited Battlefield Guide

WWI - WWII - Waterloo200-Bespoke Tours 

Official Motorcycle tours for the British Legion

contact@battlefieldsonabike.co.uk  

Call us on 0161 771 2945

GET IT WITH

The  BEST 
place to 

buy biking 
kit!

#MCNwednesday

Shropshire. www.oddballsmcc.co.uk
► TT Pit Stop Super Sausage Cafe, A5 
Watling St, Potterspur, Towester,  
Northants. www.supersausagecafe.co.uk or 
01908-542964
► Wessons Cafe, Horam, East Sussex. 9am-
4pm. 01435-813999

FESTIVAL

► Bike4Life Bikefest and Ride Out, Carl 
Forgarty to lead an expected 3000 strong biker 
ride-out to officially kick-off the 5th Bike4Life 
Fest, RAF Museum, Cosford, Shropshire. www.
bike4lifefest.com See separate preview, left.

GRASS TRACK

► Norwich New Stars (0606), New Farm, 
Frettenham, Norwich, Norfolk. www.
norwichnewstars.co.uk

IRISH ROAD RACING

► Cookstown ‘100’, Co Tyrone. www.
cookstown100.com

QUADS

► Nora-MX (0639), Pontrilas, Hereford, 
Herefordshire. murphychris@btconnect.com

SIDECAR RACING

► ACU British Sidecar Championship, Asham 
Woods, Somerset. www.acu.org.uk

SUPERMOTO

► FIM Supermoto World Championship, 
Cremona, www.fim-live.com

MONDAY April 27
RALLIES

► Bum in the Mud Rally, Essex Outdoors-
Mersea, Colchester, Essex. 07708-419987 or 
www.buminthemud.co.uk

SPEEDWAY

► Belle Vue, Gtr Manchester. www.
bellevueaces.co/

BIKE MEETS

► MFN Bike night, Live bands & BBQ, Shipley 

Gate, Nottingham, Notts. 01773-530313 or 
www.mfn-club.co.uk
► Stevenage & District Motorcycle Club 
(Committee Meeting), Vicars Inn, Arlesey, 
Beds. www.stevenagemotorcycle.wix.com
► The Swan Inn, Totton, Southampton, Hants. 
7pm. 07708-234078
► The Three Crowns, Southampton Rd, 
Whaddon, Alderbury, Salisbury, Wilts. 8.30pm. 
01722-710211
► Vic Bikers Pub, Coalville, Leics. 8pm-11pm. 
01530-814718 or www.vicbikerspub.co.uk
► Weyhill fair, Andover, Weyhill, Hants. www.
weyhillfair.co.uk or 01264-773631
► Woody’s Bar, Ancaster, Grantham, 
Lincs. 6.30pm , 01400-230552 or www.
woodlandwaters.co.uk

TUESDAY April 28
BIKE MEETS

► Bagby Inn, Thirsk, North Yorks. 5.30pm 
onwards, 07541-059506
► Bassetts  Pole Inn, Bassetts Pole, Nr Sutton 
Coldfield, Mids. 0121-308-0987
► Haven Arms, Havenside, Hedon, Yorks. 
7.30pm onwards, www.havenarms.co.uk
► Olde Red Lion, Chester Rd, Little Sutton, 
Ellesmere Port, Cheshire. www.olderedlion.
co.uk
► Six Hills Hotel (formerly the Wild Ox), 
The Fosseway (A46), Six Hills, Leics. www.
sixhillshotel.co.uk
► Teesside Bikers, Pitstop Diner, Stockton, Co 
Durham. 6pm. www.teesidebikers.co.uk
► The Pit Stop Diner, Stockton-on-Tees, 
Middlesbrough, Cleveland, Co Durham. 5-9pm. 
www.thepitstopdiner.co.uk
► The Red Lion, Kings Langley, Herts. 6.30pm 
onwards, 07411-939954 or facebook Eagle 
Cafe Bikers
► Tut-Hole Layby Snack Bar, A16 Spilsby, 
Lincs. Until 10pm. 07554-987395
�

Q Got an event coming up? Email sam.
williams@motorcyclenews.com with all the 
details and contact info

9am, BTS1, MotoGP – Grand Prix of 
Argentina (also 7pm)

9am, MOT, FIM MX2 World 
Championship 

MCN’s recommended viewing

 7.30am, EUR1, Brands Hatch BSB (also 6pm)
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Please note that calls to numbers starting 0871 published in the private adverts above are charged at 10p per minute from BT landlines.  Calls from mobiles will cost more.  For more information as to why these numbers are used please see www.mcnbikesforsale.com

www.motorcyclenews.com

Sell today by visiting mcnbikesforsale.com or call 0845 051 5001BUYING&SELLING54

SELL WITH EASE, BUY WITH CONFIDENCE
Get your advert in front of thousands of bikers at mcnbikesforsale.com 

or call us on 0845 051 5001 for more info

SELL WITH EASE, BUY WITH CONFIDENCE

Huge 
stock for 
all models
post 1970. 

we go the extra mile

Fast, competitive international shipping

01484 353 600 • 0845 458 0077 • www.motorworks.co.uk

Check out

www.mcnbikesforsale.com
for over 10,000 motorcycles for sale

RSV1000
2002, 15009 miles, RSV 
Mille 02.Silver.
15009.VGC..VG 
tyres.Known history.2 
Owners. Everything 
works.New MOT.New 
battery. £2550, Tel 
07714305343, 
Hampshire.7637616

K1300S
2010, 20502 miles, Lt 
Grey inc ext warranty 
Quickshift htd grips full 
BMW spec Remus pipe 
but std available 
Garaged VGC. £6700, Tel 
07799885402 or 01727 
864387, St 
Albans.7638012

K1200S
2008, 44000 miles, 
FBMWSH. HID Factory 
Alarm TPMS ESA ABS 
ASC H-grips 12MoT BMW 
panniers & bags 
Tankbag Akrapovik VGC. 
£5195, Tel 07990722020, 
North 
Lincolnshire.7633214

K1300S
2009, 5871 miles, Show 
room condition every 
manufactory extra .MOT 
tax new tyres reluctant 
sale due to illness. 
£8000, Tel 01323895918, 
Seaford , East 
Sussex.7637027

F800ST Touring
2011, 11900 miles, 11 reg, 
Full service history, ABS, 
Heated grips, Panniers, 
Centre stand, Computer. 
Tailpack, Garaged. 
£4900, Tel 01886 
884146 or 07981 550982, 
Worcestershire.7637011

MANA 850
2008, 6749 miles, Aprilia 
Mana 2008, Low 
mileage, excellent 
condition, with extras 
(Crash protectors, 
windscreen etc.. £3699, 
Tel 07552795252, 
Central London.7637123

K100RS
1990, 22900 miles, Very 
nice bike, 3 careful 
owners, taxed, full MOT, 
new tyres full service 
history, must sell. £1550, 
Tel 07941025522, 
Worthing. West 
Sussex.7637079

K1300S
2011, 8927 miles, BMW 
FSH. Just serviced, MOT 
& transferrable BMW 
warranty to 18/3/16 (cost 
£600+) All extras See ad. 
£8850, Tel 01725 
512094, 
Hampshire.7637357

HP4 Carbon
2013, 3800 miles, HP4 
carbon with too many 
extras to list, BMW decat 
race link pipe, HP4 
unique private plate,. 
£16499, Tel 07961 
172516, Kent.7637832

PEGASO STRADA 2009, 3350 

miles, Immaculate original 

condition, with many sensible 

extras, LED rear light and 

indicators. 12 mths MOT. £2750, Tel 

07710758521 or 01709879100, 

Rotherham, South 

Yorkshire. 7637904 

K1200S

2005, 23500 miles, Good Condition, 

ABS.Scorpion exhaust, BMW 

panniers Topcase, Heated grips, 

One owner. MOT July. £4250, Tel 

08715591283 or 08715598627, 

Wolverhampton. 7637948 

�

F800S Sports tourer

2008, 13500 miles, In excellent 

original condition with 3 BMW and 1 

independant service stamps. Mot 

hist confirms mls. £3495, Tel 

07731660753 or 01274 580304, 

West Yorkshire. 7638078 

�

R100RS

1978, 23500 miles, Not restored 

just 23500 miles of original 

patina.Full MOT.History plus 

factory 1978 calendar. £4300, Tel 

08712463655, Leighton 

Buzzard. 7638103 

�

K1200GT

2003, 19860 miles, Sports Tourer, 

Low mileage. Bodywork, wheels 

outstanding condition. 20k service 

done. New rear tyre. £3350, Tel 

01253 721277 or 07946502870, 

Lytham St Annes. 7638329 

�

TUONO V4R

2014, 2400 miles, APRC ABS. 

Absolute beauty, Aprilia screen, R 

& G Tail Tidy, ASV levers, Rosso 

Corsa's, just serviced. £9695, Tel 

07807154973 or 01132868986, 

Leeds. 7638073 

�

G650GS

2012, 5786 miles, 2 owners. FSH. 

BMW tall screen, heated grips, 

hand guards, engine protector bars 

& bush plate. £4100, Tel 

07813330445, South 

Gloucestershire. 7637947 

�

F800GS

2011, 10500 miles, BMW F800GS,1 

OWNER, VGC, BMW HISTORY, NEW 

TYRES PANNIERS/BOX. COMFORT 

PACK, BASH PLATE/ HAND 

GUARDS. £6395, Tel 07920113443, 

DORSET. 7638230 

�

G650GS

2013, 22500 miles, 

22500miles.Heated grps.Datatool 

alrm.Datatag.Crash brs.stand. 

Zumo390craddle.Usb.Panniers.Warranty. 

£3950, Tel 07799363953, 

London. 7638314 

�

RSV1000 FACTORY

2005, 22000 miles, Factory model 

so lots of carbon fibre,Ohlins,OZ 

wheels,Brembos,Arrow 

Cans,Service history.Beautiful. 

£4300, Tel 08719874665, 

Bournemouth. 7638368 

�

PEGASO TRAIL

2009, 39800 miles, Used to 

commuting this is reflected in 

price. Has 12months MOT, DataTool 

alarm, and Aprilia luggage. £1650, 

Tel 07958192114, 

Chatham. 7637912 

�

F800GT 2013, 5900 miles, Full 

BMW service history rear 

hugger.dynamic &.comfort 

package LED ind alarm top box 

data tagged. £6000, Tel 

07788172912 or 01732456594, 

Sevenoaks. 7637564 

R100R MYSTIC 1995, 11671 miles, 

R100R MYSTIC ALL S/S NUTS-

BOLTS, ENGINE CRASH BARS, 

WINDSCREEN, PANNIERS, MOT 

TILL NOV 2015. £4600, Tel 

01162531481 or 07973534652, 

LEICESTER. 7638351 

F800S

2006, 24000 miles, Nice original 

condition straight from finance co. 

Absolute bargain. £2295, Tel 01344 

420067 or 07855 263834, 

Bracknell Berkshire. 7637730 

�

F650GS

2000, 53379 miles, Well-

maintained bike, MOT until March 

2016. Heated grips, Givi screen, new 

battery, rear brake pads. £1495, Tel 

08712319122, Reach. 7638028 

�

F800GS

2008, 9275 miles, Excellent 

condition. Heated Grips, ABS, Low 

Seat, Vario-Cases. One owner. FSH. 

12 months MOT. £5200, Tel 

08719773538, London. 7637945 

�

K100RS

1990, 62152 miles, 8 valve good 

condition, MOT Oct 2015, new tyres 

etc panniers re sprayed heated 

grips. £1700, Tel 07912991529, 

Hertfordshire. 7637571 

�

R NINE T

2014, 620 miles, MINT as new BMW 

R NINE T, 1 owner from new and 

only 610 dry miles,. NO 

CANVASSERS. £11350, Tel 

07825067752, Marlow. 7638462 

�

RSV4 FACTORY 2009, 11000 

miles, Serviced last year and SORN 

since. Super condition always 

garaged, FSH and new tyres but no 

MOT. £8000, Tel 07980 999715 or 

01380 738644, Wiltshire. 7638246 

K1200S 2006, 33850 miles, 12 

month MOT, excellent BMW 

history, VGC, smoked screen, power 

bronze seat, 2 keys, lots of history. 

£3600, Tel 0776 230 9984, 

Dorchester. 7638131 

SR50 Replica 2013, 2700 miles, 

One owner. Fully derestricted by 

dealer. FDSH, just serviced. Aprilia 

warranty till Dec. Good tyres. 

£1200, Tel 08712316273, Darwen, 

Lancashire.. 7637395 

F800GS 2009, 31850 miles, So 

here goes... She has 31,809 miles on 

the clock and she's a goer! Recently 

had 30,000 service. £4500, Tel 

07921291825 or 01235522633, 

Oxfordshire. 7637477 

F700GS 2012, 4300 miles, Comfort 

Package/On-board Computer/LED 

Indic./Alarm/ASC/Comfort Seat/

HandGuards/ L-R-Top VarioCases. 

£6200, Tel 07931140227, London 

UK. 7637420 

F650GS 800cc Twin 2010, 2532 

miles, MOTd & Serviced 30/3/15. 

FSH. Sensible extras.A few 

scratches hence low price. No test 

rides. £3995, Tel 01793 642898, 

Swindon, Wiltshire.. 7638014 

K1300GT SE 2010, 4300 miles, As 

new.Blue metallic.BMW FSH.SE 

spec.ESA II.Dynamic 

pack.Panniers,top box & satnav 

mount. £8100, Tel 07543345566, 

Wirral/Merseyside. 7637448 

RSV1000 FACTORY 2005, 20000 

miles, Full service history. mot 

untill March 2016. full factory spec. 

in fabulous condition. £3995, Tel 

07980385969, United 

Kingdom. 7638010 

R100R Mystic 1994, 14033 miles, 

Stunning, fantastic condition, 1 

previous owner, BMW panniers, 

R1100R windscreen, FSH, new MOT. 

£4300, Tel 01237 421964, 

Bideford. 7637941 

K1200LT 2007, 18964 miles, BMW 

K 1200 LT 2007 / 07 plate Its in 

fantastic condition with low miles 

just 18964 bmw service. £7350, Tel 

07702640915, Crewe 

Cheshire. 7637917 

K1200S 2005, 35180 miles, Sold 

with 12 months M.O.T. six months 

tax. Accessories include rack and 

stand. £3600, Tel 07889150784 or 

01954230632, 

Cambridgeshire. 7637928 

F650GS 2002, 30000 miles, Gd 

cond bike, reliable, 12 months MOT 

tax 6 months. heated grips, centre 

stand, tank and rear bag. £1495, Tel 

01743 344527 or 07904 124 540, 

Shrewsbury, Shropshire. 7637896 

F800ST

2012, 1100 miles, Excellent 

condition, as new, very low 

mileage. £6500, Tel 07852123707, 

St Albans, Hertfordshire. 7637889 

�

TUONO 1000 FACTORY 2007, 

14500 miles, Full mot new tyres 

regularly serviced. £5000, Tel 

07989551669, Midsomer Norton 

Bath. 7637650 

for over 10,000 
motorcycles

for sale

Check out

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

for over 10,000 
motorcycles for sale

F650GS (800 TWIN) WANTED 

REALISTIC PRICE PAID FOR LOW 

MILEAGE BIKE. WE HAVE CASH 

WAITING. WILL COLLECT. FOR DETAILS 

CALL CHRIS AT VALUE BIKE CENTRE

01953 857881

Find more than 250+ 

Aprilias for sale 

online right now

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

F800 GS WANTED REALISTIC PRICE 

PAID FOR LOW MILEAGE BIKE. WE 

HAVE CASH WAITING. WILL COLLECT. 

FOR DETAILS CALL CHRIS AT VALUE 

BIKE CENTRE 01953 857881

K75 1993, 37000 miles, Beautiful 

condition. Mature Owner. New Tyres. 

Meticulously maintained. £1500, Tel 

01865 891033, Oxford.7638152 

�

1000Õs more 
bikes for sale at

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

Bikes go faster 
at

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

BMW

APRILIA
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MULTISTRADA 1200 AB
2010, 18719 miles, Full 
service history. MOT 
until 2015. Excellent 
condition. Extremely 
well cared for and 
immaculate. £7500, Tel 
08719873602 or 
08719873615, 
Cheltenham, 
Gloucestershire.7637052

MULTISTRADA 1200S 

Sport
2010, 15600 miles, Only 
600 miles since 15000 
mile £1000 Desmo 
service ! - many extras -
FSH- all receipts - see 
Web Ad. £8850, Tel 
07784833477, Cannock, 
Staffs.7637925

R1200GS ADVENTURE 

90th Anniversary edition
2013, 1172 miles, 
Immaculate Black and 
gold , premium and 
dynamic packs , sat nav 
,etc alloy panniers and 
top box. £11750, Tel 
07860437985, 
Cheshire.7637910

R1200R
2011, 1500 miles, Dynam 
pack asc prem pack led 
indicators heated grips 
comfort seat abs rear 
hugger handlebar 
guards. £8250, Tel 01744 
811518 or 07557446505, 
St.helens 
Merseyside.7638280

R1200RT
2005, 32090 miles, FSH, 
Just MOT'ed, new 
battery. Usual BMW 
extras plus; luggage 
liners, tank bag, 
TomTom, and Autocom. 
£5500, Tel 
08715590347, 
Warrington.7637365

996
1999, 14878 miles, Full 
history, chipped and 
tuned. Recent full 
service and belts many 
extras-call for details. 
Steve. £6250, Tel 
07880240110 or 
01793870426, Swindon 
Wiltshire.7638316

MONSTER 695
2007, 8265 miles, New 
belts, optimate, 
scottoiler fitted. Selling 
with 12mths mot. Any 
questions please 
contact. £2795, Tel 
01691679200 or 
07713876445, 
Oswestry.7637850

FAT BOB
2010, 5790 miles, OIRO. 
UK bike. Dry miles. V&H 
stage 1 pipes and stage 2 
Screaming Eagle. Full 
MOT. Viewings welcome. 
£10250, Tel 
07551406040, 
Bristol.7637725

R1150GS
2003, 22000 miles, 
ABS,original panniers, 6 
speed,, heated grips, 
Garaged, MOT to June 
2015, SORNed. Good 
condition. £3500, Tel 
07890653807, North 
Somerset.7637152

996R
2001, 2050 miles, Ducati 
996R with only 2036 
miles from new 1 of only 
500 Testastretta-
powered 996Rs built by 
Ducati. £19995, Tel 
07595362418, 
Kent.7637178

R1100RT
1997, 56000 miles, MOT 
Aug 2015 New shock, 
clutch & batt. Full 
luggage set, lock, chain 
and optimiser. Good for 
year. £1750, Tel 
07753675022, Ripley, 
Derbyshire.7636990

R1200RT SE
2011, 7471 miles, Finished 
in Thunder Grey Metallic. 
BMW Serv Hist. Top Box 
+ all Inner Bags. 
Absolutely Immaculate. 
£9200, Tel 07702945972 
or 01323843108, East 
Sussex.7637989

ST2
1998, 31000 miles, 3 
owners.£460 spent last 
summer on brakes, chain 
, sprockets & valeting. 
T&T. Serviced annually. 
£1900, Tel 01388 527717 
or 07521551367, United 
Kingdom.7637926

848
2008, 5733 miles, 
Outstanding condition, 
lots of extras including 
termignoni exhaust 
system and much more. 
£6500, Tel 
07779307226, 
Bedfordshire.7637919

FAT BOY
2012, 1150 miles, Fully 
Customised by Harley, 
too many extras to list, 
Sat Nav, Cissy bar/ rack, 
Hog Reg goes too. 
£14500, Tel 
07779272233, Braintree, 
Essex.7637844

R1200GS

2005, 19750 miles, BMW 1200GS 

2005.19750 MILES.FSH ENGINE 

BARS,HUGGER,HEATED 

GRIPS,HIGH SCREEN.£4700. 

LUGGAGE AVAILABLE. £4700, Tel 

08719773121, 

PETERBOROUGH. 7638370 

�

R1200GS ADVENTURE Premium/ 

Dynamic Package (Top Spec)

2009, 14100 miles, One owner. 

Excellent condition F.B.M.W.S.H. 

BMW extended warranty. Sat/Nav 

& Touratech extras added. £8000, 

Tel 07751728427, 

Buckinghamshire. 7638108 

�

R1200GS ADVENTURE
2010, 4000 miles, Bmw 
30yr adventure in new 
condition. £10500, Tel 
07875715078, 
Nottingham.7637979

MULTISTRADA 620

2007, 19900 miles, New cambelts, 

service history, years mot. Carbon 

hugger,heated grips,good 

tyres,excellent condition. £2595, 

Tel 02392267403 or 07854819197, 

Waterlooville. 7638204 

�

DIAVEL

2011, 10000 miles, Dealer 

history.MOT Nov 2015.Excellent 

condition,good 

tyres,Satnav,touring screen and 

luggage. £9995, Tel 07788975560, 

Gloucester. 7638276 

�

R1200GS ADVENTURE

2008, 16000 miles, Full BMW 

service history, MOT Dec 2015, full 

luggage with waterproof bags. 

Excellent condition. £7500, Tel 

07703 823235, Worksop, 

Nottinghamshire. 7637793 

�

R850R

2003, 50000 miles, PSH. MOT Mar 

2016. Panniers, Topbox, tankbag, 

engine & hand guards, heated 

grips. Workshop manual. £2100, Tel 

08712463640 or 08719872312, 

Darlington. 7638040 

�

DIAVEL

2011, 5700 miles, Immaculate. Full 

Carbon. Mot 30/7/2015. Ducati 

stand,wheel-nut, exhaust,Touring 

seat,Air filter inc. £9600, Tel 

07879774937, Newark Upon 

Trent. 7638082 

�

TRE K 1130

2008, 8000 miles, MOT Jan 2016, 

Service History, Oxford Heated 

Grips, New Battery, New HH Brake 

Pads, New rear tyre. £2800, Tel 

07739666368, 

Birmingham. 7638045 

�

R1100RT

2002, 15991 miles, Excellent 

condition, mileage 16,319, service 

history, mot till 25/02/16, never 

used been in storage. £3800, Tel 

07867851484 or 01633852242, 

Newport. 7637638 

�

996 Biposto

2000, 14428 miles, Very good 

condition standard 996.Original 

exhausts.Low mileage. 2 previous 

owners.cared for bike. £4595, Tel 

07542 174899, West 

Midlands. 7638233 

�

900SS

2002, 12000 miles, Viper cans, 

Datatool alarm, 2 x keys & fobs. 

Belts changed 12.03.2015 12 

months MOT. £2250, Tel 

07976234753, 

Bedfordshire. 7637718 

�

R1150RT

2003, 5245 miles, Full s/h only 

5245 mls stereo h/g autocom 

alarm/im 2 ownwers. For more info 

call me on 07853973161. £4250, 

Tel 01509853573 or 07853973161, 

Loughborough. 7637882 

�

SPYDER RS

2008, Can-Am Spyder Roadster 

Excellent Condition low mileage 

MOT Garaged and seldom used in 

wet conditions. £10999, Tel 

07784706300, Bognor 

Regis. 7637753 

�

MONSTER 620 Ie

2004, 11850 miles, R&G Crash 

Bung, Singe Seat Fly screen, Ducati 

Twin short cans, End bar mirror, 

Alarm and immobiliser. £2600, Tel 

07866550170, United 

Kingdom. 7637506 

�

848 Evo

2013, 295 miles, DUCATI 848 EVO 

2013. 295 MILES, AS NEW 

CONDITION DUCATI SEAT 

COVER,TALL SCREEN & TANK 

PROTECTOR. £8750, Tel 

07920113443, DORSET. 7638239 

�

R90S Silver Smoke

1976, 72054 miles, Reliable classic, 

1 owner last 26 years, Tax, MOT, 

elec. ignition, s.s exhaust, Krausers 

and spares,. £4999, Tel 

08715590773, 

Birmingham. 7638403 

�

MULTISTRADA 1100S

2008, 19000 miles, Mutistrarda 

1100S 2008. FDSH. 0 miles since 

service.Termi,ECU. Carbon hugger. 

Ducati panniers. £4600, Tel 01455 

554348 or 07970 836 082, 

Gilmorton. 7638094 

�

HYPERSTRADA 821

2013, 13500 miles, Like new 

condition. FSH. Panniers, heated 

grips. 13500m been used, been 

pampered! Lovely bike. £7000, Tel 

07974085697, 

Macclesfield. 7638158 

�

S1000RR

2010, 8700 miles, ABS, DTC, 

Motorsport colours. BMW service 

hist. Ex cond. BMW alarm/

immobilser.Two owners from new. 

£7800, Tel 07763823111, 

Lancashire. 7637624 

�

1125R 25th Anniversary 

Signature Edition

2008, 3500 miles, Buell 1125R 08 

Reg. only 3500 miles, always 

garaged, very good condition, 

reasonably priced. £3800, Tel 

07952969589, LONDON. 7637955 

�

R1200GS 2010, 5663 miles, 

Dynamic Package, Premium 

Package, ABS, ASC, Chrome 

Exhaust ESA Heated Handlebar 

Grips LED Indicators. £8100, Tel 

08719872357 or 08719873511, 

Denbighshire. 7638268 

R1200GS ADVENTURE 2011, 

19800 miles, R1200GSA 

2011.19800m. BMW ser. BMW Pans. 

Adv xtras. VGC. MOT Nov 2015. 

£8900. Dumfriesshire. £8900, Tel 

07549642921 or 01387870262, 

United Kingdom. 7637419 

MULTISTRADA 1200S Touring

2013, 4080 miles, Excellent 

condition, Skyhook suspension with 

different riding modes. Still under 

warranty with FSH. £12000, Tel 

07907072873, North 

Yorkshire. 7637862 

MONSTER 620 SEI

2002, 19549 miles, A pretty 

machine that would suit a younger 

rider or Ducati enthusiast. £2400, 

Tel 02392582929 or 07817545809, 

Gosport, Hampshire. 7637743 

�

R1200GS

2006, 27000 miles, Warranty till 31 

Dec 15, MOT Jan 2016, Serviced Dec 

14, Vario luggage, new Michelin 

PR4 Trail tyres. £5200, Tel 

07897974594, Fife. 7638240 

�

DYNA GLIDE

1995, 28195 miles, HARLEY 

DAVIDSON FXDWG 1995 1340 cc 

28195 MILES 12 MTHS MOT £5500. 

£5500, Tel 07947146403, West 

Midlands. 7638224 

�

999S

2007, 7200 miles, Got a full service 

history, in perfect condition, will 

put 12 mot on, lots of extras, just 

ask. £7300, Tel 01636 922731 or 

07951619004, Newark. 7637634 

�

R1150RT

2004, 43850 miles, BMW R1150RT. 

Bike was first registered in 

September 2004.Bike has MOT till 

October 2015. In VGC. £3250, Tel 

07572382760, Leicester. 7638154 

�

R1150GS ADVENTURE

2001, 29000 miles, 12 months MOT 

6 months, tax 29k miles, ex 

condition, full luggage, Black, FSH, 

07525749132. £4150. £4150, Tel 

07525749132, Leicester. 7637324 

�

748 Biposta

1998, 20000 miles, Bike looks & 

sounds gr8 belts changed every 

2yrs This bike has never been 

washed. £3500, Tel 07734082720, 

Warwickshire. 7638294 

�

749S

2006, 11300 miles, Truly excellent 

condition. rare singe seat red frame 

model. full main dealer & ducati 

specialist ser. £5295, Tel 07850 

359683, Leicestershire. 7637437 

�

R1200GS ADVENTURE

2007, 62000 miles, Used for 

commuting all year round with 

general wear and tear. Akcrapovic 

exhuast, heated grips. £6500, Tel 

08715591299, Essex. 7638431 

�

ST4

2001, 19891 miles, Good condition. 

serviced 120m ago, 2 new tyres, 

New clutch, battery MOT due Feb 

16, Taxed July 2015. £2650, Tel 

07595971530, London. 7637864 

�

R1200RT SE

2007, 21889 miles, ABS, ESA, ASC, 

Power Sockets, Electric Screen, 

Cruise Control, Heated Grips & 

Seats, Trip Comp, FSH. £5750, Tel 

08712316370, Somerset. 7637868 

�

FAT BOB 2009, 9000 miles, Taxed 

motd 12 months vance hince 

exhaust stainless steel control 

cables single seat loads of extras. 

£8500, Tel 07798538551, 

Southampton. 7638271 

R1100S 2005, 28439 miles, Bike in 

silver, A late registered R110S,a 

rarity, heated grips, ABS, full BMW 

luggage. 28439 miles,. £3200, Tel 

01803 844237 or 07816040948, 

Devon. 7638284 

R1150R 2002, 29800 miles, 2002 

BMW R1150R ABS, 29,800 miles, 

excellent condition, 12 months 

MOT, 6 months tax, heated grips. 

£2600, Tel 07805542644, 

Leicestershire. 7638229 

R1200GS 2010, 42850 miles, FDSH, 

ABS, ASC, heated grips, led 

indicators. BMW exted warranty. 

Rear shock rebuilt at 40k, No ESA. 

£7400, Tel 07539625498, 

London. 7638039 

848 EVO 2011, 7300 miles, Ducati 

848 evo,2011,Excellent condition, 

7300 miles, one previous owner, 

Full service new belts. £7000, Tel 

07753374591 or 01749 671749, 

Wells,Somerset. 7637653 

R1150RT 2003, 24650 miles, 

Beautiful low miles bike. BMW 

service to 2010, self since. Tax & 

MOT. Comfort seat, new servo 08. 

£3500, Tel 01765 650079, North 

Yorkshire. 7637668 

R1200GS ADVENTURE 2008, 

24900 miles, GS 1200 adventure, 

BMW fsh MOT Nov 2015, full Remus 

exhaust system, full Touratech 

luggage. £7995, Tel 07725529298, 

Kettering Northants. 7638143 

R1150RT 2001, 25519 miles, BMW 

R1150RT. MOT July 2015,service 

history, 25519 miles. Very good 

condition,ABS,BMW luggage,h/

grips. £3495, Tel 07890461003, 

Nottingham. 7637995 

R1200GS TE 2013, 3700 miles, 

Alpine white, 3700 miles, one OAP 

owner carefully run in, always 

garaged and in excellent condition. 

£10895, Tel 07702446660, 

Doncaster, South Yks.. 7637514 

R1200GS 2007, 33061 miles, Heat/

bars Tyre/pres/contr Computer Oil/

warn Theft/alarm ABS 3 boxes & 

bags Tank/bag Ser/hist Garage. 

£5500, Tel 01227 831264, 

Canterbury. 7638325 

R1200GS ADVENTURE 2010, 

25500 miles, More extras than you 

could possibly imagine.... FSH. 

SPOTLESS. No expense spared. 

£9250, Tel 07791535278, 

Hertfordshire. 7637617 

R1200GS 2010, 4500 miles, Imac 

all three packages bmw panniers 

givi topbox never seen rain crash 

bars hugger extras SPOTLESS. 

£8500, Tel 07770252056, Se 

London. 7638344 

MULTISTRADA 1000S 2005, 

17000 miles, S model in excellent 

condition, ohlins, extra carbon, fat 

bars. rides beautifully needs 

nothing. £3200, Tel 07415689605, 

Wets Yorkshire. 7638345 

DUCATI Performance 
engine specialist
Factory trained since 1988

Over 26 years of Ducati experience
No obligation free quote

Professional service

Call Jeff Green 07841099998 
www.racinggreen.eu

TRE K 1130

2012, 1100 miles, As new . garaged . 

only used on summer days . £4495, 

Tel 01536415913, 

Kettering. 7637568 

�

R1150RT 2002, 42300 miles, MOT 

and Tax to Dec 2015 Good service 

log Heated grips Electrical Screen 

2 Power outlets. £2500, Tel 

07963511190, Cambridge. 7638293 

MULTISTRADA 1200 2011, 9500 

miles, Heated Grips. Comes with 

spare brand new exhaust system. 

Great Bike. £9000, Tel 

07427465700, Uxbridge. 7638067 

916 1999, 33000 miles, 916 BP ex 

condition, service history custom 

seat , termis brand new tyres, mot, 

belts done. £4300, Tel 

07501452262, Cardiff. 7637392 

DIAVEL 2012, 7300 miles, Very 

Good Contd tax & 12 month mot 

FDSH Puig screen all paper work 

and keys. £96007, Tel 

07776062081, Dorchester. 7638481 

200 ELITE

1960, DUCATI 200 ELITE 1960 N 

Ireland show-winner. £7000, Tel 

08719773006, Bath. 7638228 

�

Find more than 400+ 

Harley-Davidsons for 

sale online right now

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

R1200GS ADVENTURE 2011, 16000 

miles, Smoke grey,FSH,mot,tax,,heated 

grips,chrome exhaust,,led indicators

+rear ,vario panniers +topcase. £9500, 

Tel 07968139876, Lancs.7637714 

�

MONSTER 696 WANTED REALISTIC 

PRICE PAID FOR LOW MILEAGE BIKE. 

WE HAVE CASH WAITING. WILL 

COLLECT. FOR DETAILS CALL CHRIS 

AT VALUE BIKE CENTRE 01953 857881

S1000RR 2011, 10493 miles, 2 keys, ABS, 

Double bubble screen, Tinted screen, 

Traction control, FSH Mot 08/15. 

Motorsport livery. £8995, Tel 

07887508721, Petersfield.7638502 

883 IRON WANTED REALISTIC PRICE 

PAID FOR LOW MILEAGE BIKE. WE 

HAVE CASH WAITING. WILL COLLECT. 

FOR DETAILS CALL CHRIS AT VALUE 

BIKE CENTRE 01953 857881

MONSTER 1100 WANTED REALISTIC 

PRICE PAID FOR LOW MILEAGE BIKE. 

WE HAVE CASH WAITING. WILL 

COLLECT. FOR DETAILS CALL CHRIS 

AT VALUE BIKE CENTRE 01953 857881

R1200RT SE WANTED REALISTIC 

PRICE PAID FOR LOW MILEAGE BIKE. 

WE HAVE CASH WAITING. WILL 

COLLECT. FOR DETAILS CALL CHRIS 

AT VALUE BIKE CENTRE 01953 857881

R1200R WANTED REALISTIC PRICE 

PAID FOR LOW MILEAGE BIKE. WE 

HAVE CASH WAITING. WILL COLLECT. 

FOR DETAILS CALL CHRIS AT VALUE 

BIKE CENTRE 01953 857881

HARLEY 
DAVIDSON

BMW

DUCATI

CAN-AM

BUELL

BENELLI



Please note that calls to numbers starting 0871 published in the private adverts above are charged at 10p per minute from BT landlines.  Calls from mobiles will cost more.  For more information as to why these numbers are used please see www.mcnbikesforsale.com

www.motorcyclenews.com

Sell today by visiting mcnbikesforsale.com or call 0845 051 5001BUYING&SELLING56

ROAD KING Classic
2013, 4886 miles, 
Met.white. Lockable 
panniers,top box, cruise 
control.Pannier guards, 
standard 
mufflers.Highway pegs. 
£14400, Tel 07874 266 
036 or 01642 713865, 
North Yorkshire, Near 
Middlesbrough.7638092

ROAD KING CLASSIC
2010, 15250 miles, FULL 
HARLEY SERVICE 
HISTORY WELL LOVED 
BIKE WITH EXTRAS 
EXCELENT CONDITION 11 
MTHS MOT. CALL DAVE. 
£12250, Tel 
07808006574 or 020 
87772992, Croydon 
Surrey.7638169

CBR1000RR FIREBLADE 

John McGuinness Rep
2010, 8500 miles, John 
McGuinness Rep only 20 
made! 12mths mot. 8500 
miles, purchase & 
registered 11/11/10. 
£7995, Tel 07966378251, 
Halifax West 
Yorkshire.7638266

CBR1000RR FIREBLADE 

2008
2008, 18000 miles, 
Owned from new, VGC, 
FSH, MOT, Smartwater, 
Recent tyres & front 
pads. MOT. See web AD 4 
full details. £5400, Tel 
07545207067, North 
Lincolnshire.7638005

SPORTSTER 883 

Custom
2004, 6209 miles, SORN - 
hence sale. Just 1,650 
miles since last service. 
Exceptional condition. 
Extras fitted. £3995, Tel 
07871065390 or 01472 
211815, 
Grimsby.7637852

CBR1000RR FIREBLADE 

C-ABS
2012, 2000 miles, 
Limited edition TT 
Legends bike signed by 
John McGuinness. FSH, 
Extras inc. tail tidy and 
Datatag. £8895, Tel 
07815778536, 
Woking.7637637

CBR1000RR FIREBLADE 

ABS
2011, 1470 miles, As New 
1470 dry road only miles. 
Akrapovic & Hugger 
factory fitted Full Honda 
service history. £7095, 
Tel 07974731890, 
Billingshurst, West 
Sussex.7637222

SPORTSTER 1200 LOW , 

suede blue pearl
2008, 2700 miles, Suede 
blue pearl ,No offers 
,sunny miles only, 
dartford , kent. £5500, 
Tel 07879241715 or 
02079348083, Dartford 
,kent.7638324

SPORTSTER 1200
2008, 9800 miles, Black 
stage one tuned Vance 
Hines short shots 
sundowner seat KN cone 
air filter half apes sissy 
bar. £4999, Tel 
07594457123, Colne 
Lancashire.7637747

ROAD KING CLASSIC
2007, 21000 miles, 21k, 
full harley service 
history, 1owner from 
new, excellent condition, 
1yr mot, £10'500 ono. 
£10500, Tel 
07966169154, 
Basingstoke.7638182

CB1100
2013, 531 miles, Honda 
CB1100 , Red, 4x4 Pipes 
only 3 in the UK look at 
sounds immaculate 
Viewing is a must. 
£6995, Tel 07976 
796234, Skipton, North 
Yorkshire.7637134

CB1000R ABS
2009, 4300 miles, 
Immaculate condition, 
new tyres, service 
history, MOT Sept 2015 
Datatool and Datatag. 
£5250, Tel 
07748766642, Thame 
Oxfordshire.7637491

SPORTSTER 883 Iron
2013, 4900 miles, Sell as 
relocating abroad. 
Beautiful & loud. Worth 
£10,000+ incl. all mods. 
MOT 11/15. Few 
scratches. £6200, Tel 
07501047568, 
London.7638091

CB500X
2013, 2700 miles, Honda 
CB500x with only 2700 
miles. Immaculate 
condition with lots of 
extras including top box. 
£3700, Tel 
07785502557, 
Berkshire.7637565

CB1000R
2011, 4278 miles, HRC 
Colours, 12 Mths MOT, 
TAX SORNE, FHSH, Ex 
Con, call Rob with any 
queries. £5900, Tel 
07974690999, West 
Midlands.7638300

SPORTSTER 1200
2011, 4950 miles, Lots of 
extras too many to list in 
paper ad.full stage 1 & 
dyno'ed. £7000, Tel 
07402633367 or 
07402633367, United 
Kingdom.7637923

STREET ROD
2005, 2922 miles, You 
wont find a better one 
with this mileage for the 
price. Runs great. 
Beautiful bike. £5750, 
Tel 07775954087, Irvine, 
Ayrshire.7638018

CB600FS HORNET F2-Y

2000, 18365 miles, GOOD 

CONDITION £1750.00 ONO. MOT 

06/04/16, TAX 08/05, MILEAGE 

18362, BLACK. NEW CHAIN/

SPROCKET. £17500, Tel 

01324883214, Falkirk 

Scotland. 7638066 

�

CBR1000RR FIREBLADE

2011, 4540 miles, 2012/61 HRC 

Colours,New MOT,One owner from 

new, Full Honda Service 

History&Sports pack,Immaculate. 

£7395, Tel 07982717016 or 

01778701165, Bourne, 

Lincolnshire. 7638445 

�

CBR1100XX SUPER BLACKBIRD

2001, 14602 miles, 

Taxed,mot,sheerwater 

immobiliser,full service history,

600miles in a year,set of GIVI hard 

luggage,. £3150, Tel 01915840064 

or 07500754550, 

Tyne&wear. 7638242 

CB400 F Model

1977, 40000 miles, Honda CB400F 

in excellent condition, 40,000 

miles, MOT'd and taxed until the 

end of July. £3495, Tel 

07530339831, 

Buckinghamshire. 7638181 

�

SPORTSTER 1000 XLX

1989, 36385 miles, Harley Davidson 

XLX 1000 Iron Head Sportster 

Bobber.Mot . Loud with loads of 

Attitude and character. £2800, Tel 

01353968136 or 07990773937, 

United Kingdom. 7638140 

�

CB600F HORNET

2008, 3500 miles, Includes hugger 

and rear seat cover Last serviced in 

2012 @2854 miles Last mot Aug 

2013 @3491 miles. £3300, Tel 

07860 214043, Tyne And 

Wear. 7638069 

�

CBR1000RR FIREBLADE

2008, 22934 miles, Excellent 

condition. £3000 spent on extras 

fitted excellent value for the asking 

price MOT,Taxed. £5700, Tel 

07809674462, Bearsted, 

Kent. 7638163 

�

CBF500

2005, 24280 miles, 05. Blue. 24280. 

New battery r tyre, chain sprockets. 

12m MOT. 6m Tax. Givi box Screen. 

Heated grips. £1400, Tel 

07742901657 or 01905 350675, 

Worcester. 7637716 

�

CBR1000RR FIREBLADE

2011, 5615 miles, MOT - 06/15. 

Loads of extras including 

akrapovic, rear sets & braided 

hoses & all original parts. £7250, 

Tel 07765042822, Swindon, 

Wilts. 7638008 

�

SUPER GLIDE 1585cc FXDC 

Custom

2010, 5700 miles, Mint condition , 

tax mot, stage 1 with , new tyres 

new batt, loads of extra's loads of 

chrome. £8450, Tel 07816923943, 

Halesowen. 7637459 

�

CB1300F

2003, 15400 miles, MOT to 

24/04/16 . Fitted hugger and belly 

pan, new front tyre, low miles on 

rear tyre. 2 keys. £3000, Tel 

01743356890 or 07773721516, 

United Kingdom. 7638311 

�

LOW RIDER Fxr conv

1993, 23840 miles, Screaming 

eagle carb - mufflers original 

screen bags rack low miles 

exceptional unmolested condition. 

£7500, Tel 01634 257609 or 01634 

221885, ROCHESTER. 7637914 

�

CBF600 CBF 600 SA-6 ABS

2007, 38 miles, ABS ,HEATED 

GRIPS ,HUGGER,FEN EXT .HONDA 

TOP BOX.CRASH BUNGS.3 KEYS 

,GOOD CONDITION ,MOT JULY 

2015. £1899, Tel 07831883480, Hull 

East Yorks. 7638342 

�

LOW RIDER Fxdl dyna evo 1993, 

20300 miles, Owned from new, 

Standard trim. MOT March 2016, 

Tax July 2015.No time waiters or 

test rides, £6,250. £5950, Tel 

08715590430, West 

London. 7637800 

CBF500 2004, 22233 miles, Screen 

New Oxford heated grips.Serviced 

07/04/15 Year's MOT New chain.6 

monthTaxFull service history. 

£1699, Tel 07912028180 or 

02084074155, South 

London. 7637750 

CB600F HORNET 2003, 5000 

miles, Orig owner Serv history 

Fantastic condition Inc: Carbon can 

St.steel hoses Carbon hugger F&R 

stands. £2300, Tel 07833710099 or 

01242523122, Cheltenham 

Glos.. 7638258 

CB600FS HORNET 2001, 11000 

miles, Genuine mileage, service 

history, always garaged, no dents 

or rust, excellent condition, Mot. 

£2000, Tel 02392460746 or 

07785590402, 

Hampshire. 7637539 

SPORTSTER 883 R 2006, 7000 

miles, 883 R black F S H fantastic 

condition,Stage One Tuned with 

Vance and Hines pipes,all keys 

alarm fobs. £4000, Tel 01444 

400554 or 07733 329366, West 

Sussex. 7638120 

CB600F HORNET 2002, 19328 

miles, Akarapovic end can, Heated 

grips, Fly screen, Good condition 

MOT July 15 recent, tyres mature 

owner. £1900, Tel 07510636303, 

Leicestershire / Derbyshire 

Border. 7637440 

CBF600 SA 2007, 2561 miles, Blue 

immaculate dry miles MOT Aug 

Heated grips Hugger Givi engine 

bars top box Data Tool Alarm S4 

Rd. £3000, Tel 08715590193 or 

08715590747, Milton Keynes, 

Bucks. 7637807 

V-ROD 100th ANNIVERSARY

2002, 3075 miles, A stunning 

collectable low mileage. cherished 

Anniversary V-Rod. A real head 

turner. £9000, Tel 07831448292 or 

01912679646, United 

Kingdom. 7637603 

CB1300F

2003, 23141 miles, 12 months MoT. 

Well looked after. Serviced October 

2014. Mechanically sound. Viewings 

welcome. £3150, Tel 07873306115, 

Guildford, Surrey. 7638236 

�

CBF600

2005, 20134 miles, Good condition, 

v reliable bike. MOT Nov 15. Partial 

service history. After market s/s 

silencer. £1600, Tel 07837104737, 

Frome, Somerset. 7637720 

�

CBF500

2008, 19900 miles, Honda CBF500 

£2,400 MOT OXFORD heated grips, 

screen, rack, mob charger, Michelin 

tyres ABS. Garaged. £2400, Tel 

07742567000, Truro. 7638093 

�

CBR1000RR FIREBLADE

2010, 2625 miles, ABS,HRC colours. 

Very low miles,FSH,racing cowl. 

Mechanically excellent,some minor 

cosmetic damage. £6500, Tel 

08719874688, Oxfordshire. 7638118 

�

CB750 RC42

2002, 20000 miles, 20k Miles MOT 

aug, FSH-valve clearances, fluids. 

New Tyres FnR, top box with rack, 

garaged good cond. £1650, Tel 

08719874541, Teddington. 7637990
�

SPORTSTER 1200 48

2013, 233 miles, Harley sportster 

48 excellent condition.black,taxed 

8months.very low milage hardly 

ridden. £8000, Tel 07932176820, 

Kent. 7638145 

�

CBF1000

2008, 15000 miles, Just out of 

winter storage full honda luggage 

recent tyres july mot good 

condition sale due to move. £3500, 

Tel 07890263118, Exeter. 7638190 

�

CB1300

2003, 35000 miles, New mot new 

radiator and chain sprockets . 

Some corrosion, Small dent in tank. 

Regularly serviced. £2000, Tel 

07973626516, London. 7638027 

�

CB900F HORNET F5

2007, 6172 miles, Absolutely mint, 

loads of extra's, chrome & polished 

bit's, very low milage, 12 mths mot, 

no offers. £4000, Tel 08712440853, 

Suffolk. 7637915 

�

CB900F HORNET

2001, 31900 miles, Good cond. Well 

maintained Two keys Original tool 

set plus extras 12 month MOT 

Some service history. £1950, Tel 

07540538665, London. 7638486 

�

CB600F HORNET A-7

2007, 14700 miles, VGC, Spare Key, 

ABS, Hugger rear sports carrier, 1 

previous owner, Dry Bike, Taxed 

and MOT. £3000, Tel 07961891510 

or 01795520059, Kent. 7638435 

�

SOFTAIL HERITAGE

2001, 23000 miles, MoT Sept 2015, 

many new extras & custom parts. 

Nice runner, good looking bike. 

£8700, Tel 07745448082, 

Perth. 7638396 

�

CBF125

2010, 11300 miles, RED Honda CBF 

125, 2010, 60 plate. Good condition, 

economical,FSH,new tyres. 2 keys. 

£1400, Tel 07557209883, 

Norwich. 7638446 

�

CB750 F2 1995, 34511 miles, Lovely 

bike. Garaged. 6 years in my 

ownership only done 1700 dry 

miles. MOT till August New filters. 

£1250, Tel 07716879673, 

Blackpool. 7638291 

CBF1000 Gt - full luggage 2009, 

35000 miles, Vgc. BT30 

tyres.Heated grips. Scottoiler. ABS. 

Touring screen.Full luggage fsh. 

MOT Oct . Hpi clear. £2800, Tel 

07597416131, London. 7637758 

CB500 2003, 5697 miles, My bike 

has been off road in my garage 

since 2009 , its now in Devon. It was 

used for small errands. £1900, Tel 

07958 699 645 or 01404 46800, 

United Kingdom. 7637746 

CBR1000RR FIREBLADE 2005, 

7045 miles, Honda CBR100RR. 

Immaculate. Tyres, chain & 

sprockets lots of life left. Dry miles 

only, no rust. £4999, Tel 07837 

113714, Coventry, England. 7638042 

CBF125 2011, 4460 miles, Full 

service history, , minor cosmetic 

damage, dropped at low speed (see 

photos) hence price. £1300, Tel 

07810753287, Portsmouth, 

Hampshire. 7637712 

CB500F 2013, 231 miles, Excellent 

condition with only 231 miles on the 

clock. All original documentation, 

keys etc as new. £3400, Tel 

07795060093 or 01639636967, 

Neath. 7638006 

CB1300F Un faired 2003, 7000 

miles, CB 1300 is in show room 

condition it has only done 7000, 

mot full sevice history best cbin 

country. £3500, Tel 07971330364 

or 01634861829, Kent. 7637521 

CB1300F Abs 2008, 9000 miles, 

First to see will buy as she's 

beautiful. Taxed and tested before 

sorn. Dry days and garaged always. 

£4400, Tel 07966878744, 

Blackpool. 7637531 

CBR1000F 1997, 36800 miles, 

Summer ready ride away - Mot'd 

(01/04/15) and serviced. 

Comfortable ride and pulls like a 

train. £1395, Tel 07917890277, 

Caerphilly, South Wales. 7638497 

STREET BOB 103 2015, 677 miles, 

Denim Black Full Stage 1 Tune 

Vance and Hines Big Shots 

Staggered Pipes Forward Mounted 

Controls. £11495, Tel 08712319316, 

Reading. 7638400 

CBF1000 2012, 8500 miles, 

Immaculate condition, fsh, Baglux 

seat, mra screen, honda hugger, 

carbon dash. Very smooth ride. 

£5250, Tel 01952 728773, 

Shropshire. 7637853 

FAT BOY Special 2013, 1123 miles, 

In Black Denim 1123 dry miles, FSH, 

V&H mufflers, S E stage 1 tuner, 

Det screen, Aux lights £13,995. 

£13995, Tel 07890562166, 

Leicestershire. 7637598 

CBF250 2006, 6300 miles, Good 

runner, looked after well, good 

weather riding only. Good working 

order. full service history. £2000, 

Tel 07731710743, Devizes, 

Wiltshire. 7637869 

THINKING 
ABOUT SELLING 

YOUR BIKE?
Contact Hughenden M40 

01844 279701 or 

info@hughendenM40.co.uk

OR CALL 

0844 409 7587

ALL MAKES & MODELS BOUGHT 

FOR CASH & COLLECTED

HONDA, KAWASAKI, SUZUKI, 

YAMAHA, TRIUMPH 

WWW.IRMOTORCYCLES.CO.UK 

07956248955
�

CBF125

2010, 10286 miles, Taxed until Feb 

2016 December 2014 Full Service 

and MOT. £1450, Tel 07739388578, 

Surbiton. 7638346 

�

CBF600 NA-4 2005, 32322 miles, 

Hot grips. Data tool alarm. ABS 

breaks. Excellent condition, good 

engine,. £1900, Tel 07812633740, 

United Kingdom. 7637836 

for over 10,000 
motorcycles

for sale

CBF1000 1000 2008, 12000 miles, 

Black. ABS. Very good condition. Touring 

screen. Hugger. Well maintained by 

mature owner. £3600, Tel 01485 

544033 or 07759 010589, Dersingham 

Nr, Kings Lynn.7637299 

�

SPORTSTER FORTY EIGHT 

WANTED REALISTIC PRICE PAID FOR 

LOW MILEAGE BIKE. WE HAVE CASH 

WAITING. WILL COLLECT. FOR DETAILS 

CALL CHRIS AT VALUE BIKE CENTRE

01953 857881

Find more than 

2,500+ Hondas for 

sale online right now

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

Find more than 400+ 

Harley-Davidsons for 

sale online right now

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

CBR1000RR FIREBLADE 2005, 18000 

miles, Full service history,11 months 

mot. Blueflame exhaust . Good Tyres. 

Awesome bike. £3750, Tel 

07808962754, Haverhill.7638153 

XR1200 WANTED REALISTIC PRICE 

PAID FOR LOW MILEAGE BIKE. WE 

HAVE CASH WAITING. WILL COLLECT. 

FOR DETAILS CALL CHRIS AT VALUE 

BIKE CENTRE 01953 857881

CA125 REBEL 2000, 33600 miles, 11 

months MoT, 8 months tax, genuine 

miles, good condition. £850, Tel 01362 

820172, Thetford.7638394 

�

Bikes go faster 
at

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

1000Õs more 
bikes for sale at

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

HARLEY 
DAVIDSON

HONDA



Please note that calls to numbers starting 0871 published in the private adverts above are charged at 10p per minute from BT landlines.  Calls from mobiles will cost more.  For more information as to why these numbers are used please see www.mcnbikesforsale.com
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CBR250R C-ABS
2015, *BARGAIN* HONDA 
CBR 250R C-ABS - 
BRAND NEW AND 
UNREGISTERED! - CAME 
FROM HONDA 
DEALERSHIP -
TRICOLOUR. £2700, Tel 
07921464685 or 
01924250668, 
Wakefield, West 
Yorkshire.7637405

CBR900RR FIREBLADE
2000, 39033 miles, 
Absolutely pristine 
'Blade, best on the 
market. Too many extras 
to mention. See photos 
for condition. £2700, Tel 
07941011003 or 
01276503406, 
Camberley, 
Surrey.7638084

CBR1100XX SUPER 

BLACKBIRD
2003, 19100 miles, 
Cherished by one owner 
since new; Garaged; VG 
clean condition. See 
MCN web ad for 
accessories incl. £3650, 
Tel 07740428046, 
Buckingham.7637890

CBR1100XX SUPER 

BLACKBIRD 2006
2006, 36800 miles, 
Excellent condition,1st 
to see will buy. Runs like 
a dream. Loads of extras 
& upgrades. New Mot. 
£4250, Tel 
08719872685, 
Gillingham.7637689

NT700V DEAUVILLE VA-

A
2010, 3500 miles, FSH,as 
new, ABS,Honda top box, 
High capacity panniers, 
Garmin sat nav, Heated 
grips, garage from new. 
£4950, Tel 01788 811919, 
Rugby, 
Warwickshire.7638030

CBR900RR FIREBLADE 

RRT
1996, 28000 miles, 
Unmarked immac cond, 
std apart from Yoshi can 
+ tinted screen. Good 
history. Fabulous ride, 
classic. £2150, Tel 
077899 27395, 
Bristol.7637809

VFR750
1995, 47300 miles, 
Black, superb condition, 
12mnth MOT, fsh, seat 
cowl, ss exhaust, braided 
hoses, Scottoiler. Euro 
imp. £1500, Tel 
08715591240, 
Littlehampton, West 
Sussex.7637294

GL1800 GOLDWING
2010, 21200 miles, 2010 
(10 reg) HONDA GL1800, 
Manual, Satnav/Airbag/
ABS model Tourer, 
Petrol, 21,200 miles. 
PERFECT!. £15750, Tel 
01322384669 or 
01322384669, United 
Kingdom.7638328

NC700X
2013, 15775 miles, Honda 
NC700X with manual 
transmission. Centre 
stand fitted. Full service 
history. Chain included. 
£3699, Tel 
02088508985, Eltham, 
London.7637752

CBR125R
2012, 10245 miles, 
Beautiful Tri-colour, 
bought new from Honda 
dealer 05/2013. Dealer 
serviced. New rear tyre 
July 2014. £2450, Tel 
07973282407, 
Derby.7637385

VTX1800 VTX1800C5
2008, 1734 miles, Honda 
VTX1800C. 2008/2009. 
Excellent condition. 1734 
dry miles. Many extras 
included. £7500. £7500, 
Tel 07971343979, 
Bristol, 
England.7637633

CBR900RR FIREBLADE
2001, 16500 miles, Honda 
fireblade 929cc this bike 
is like new very clean full 
service history ex con 
full mot. £3100, Tel 
07833598586 or 
01344485631, 
Uk.7638175

NT650V DEAUVILLE
2003, 55000 miles, . The 
best commuter bike 
ever, super reliable, givi 
top box ( will take 2 lids) 
mot March 2016. £1895, 
Tel 07788560711 or 
07968520389, Leigh On 
Sea.7637665

CBR600F ABS
2011, 9000 miles, FDSH. 
good condition, 9,000 
miles, one owner, first 
MOT Sept 14, no mods. 
Always garaged. New 
tyres. £4500, Tel 
07956189149, United 
Kingdom.7638095

VFR800 VTEC
2012, 2615 miles, 2012 
Honda VFR800 VTEC 
Engine low milage, lived 
its life in a heated Garage 
pampered. £6500, Tel 
07976 796234, Skipton, 
North 
Yorkshire.7637233

SP-2
2004, 27000 miles, For 
sale SP2, 2004 year, 
27,000 miles full service 
history, alarmed. Many 
extras see web. £5000, 
Tel 01474323783 or 
07841027576, 
Kent.7636959

ST1100 PAN EUROPEAN
2000, 89000 miles, 
Taxed, tested 12months 
FSH Just had fitted new 
honda!! Alternated & 
cambelt. £1800, Tel 
07734360955, 
Sheffield.7638340

NC700S

2012, 3406 miles, I am selling my 

Honda NC700 SA in white colour. 

Registration year 2012 (62), 5 

month Honda warranty. £4195, Tel 

02033840187 or 07900924908, 

London W4 - CHISWICK 

AREA. 7637635 

�

CBR600RR 2014 ABS - REPSOL

2014, 7700 miles, HONDA 

CBR600RR, 2014 14 Reg, 7,700 

miles, Repsol, HISS, DataTag and 

FSH. Recent 8,000 mile service. 

£7100, Tel 07533 311518, Grays, 

Essex.. 7638200 

�

CBR1100XX SUPER BLACKBIRD 

W carb

1998, 19505 miles, Very 

clean,service history,recent back 

tyre and brake pads and oil and 

filter ,call formore info,. £2300, Tel 

07720297354, Middlesex. 7638029 

�

CBR900RR FIREBLADE

1997, 32000 miles, Full micron 

exhaust, stage2 dynojets. Mot 

August, recent fork seals, discs all 

round, chain,sprocket. £1400, Tel 

07742080094, Neston, 

Cheshire. 7638080 

�

CBR600F 4

2005, 18000 miles, Good Condition. 

MOT 3/9/15. Service history. Blue 

Flame Can. Double Bubble Screen. 

Seat Hump. ONO. £2900, Tel 01926 

771564 or 07881 260452, 

Warwickshire. 7638201 

�

GL1800 GOLDWING

2001, 62000 miles, White Honda 

Goldwing. private no. plate *1800G. 

VGC, MOT July. 2 owners. 

Bereavement forces sale. £8000, 

Tel 01942340295 or 07904603456, 

Wigan Gtr Manchester. 7638165 

�

NC700S

2013, 2200 miles, Immaculate 

condition, mostly dry miles. 

Datatag. Ixil road legal exhaust. 

Always garaged, 2 keys. £4150, Tel 

07788155186, 

Cheltenham. 7638085 

�

VFR750 F sports tourer

1994, 21184 miles, Excellant 

condition, garage stored. Reliable 

bike, 12 months M.O.T, recent tyres, 

chain & sprockets. £1995, Tel 

07946 487377 or 015242 41322, 

North Yorkshire. 7638151 

�

VFR800 VTEC

2003, 26000 miles, Good condition, 

good tyres and chain, major service 

at 21K, full MOT, two keys, always 

garaged. £2750, Tel 07895 582243 

or 01676 540114, 

Coventry. 7637335 

�

CBR600RR 600 RR-A ABS

2011, 10500 miles, 11 Months MOT , 

Full service history , 2 keys all 

manuals . HPI clear , Stunning 

,clean example ,. £5500, Tel 

07789702163 or 0115 9559824, 

United Kingdom. 7637936 

�

NC700X

2013, 10991 miles, 2 new Michelin 

Pilot R3,HGrips, Leo Vince Carbon 

Exhaust (£400). Full Honda Service 

History,2 owners. £4150, Tel 

07879442785, Eltham, 

London. 7638186 

�

CBR600RR

2008, 14300 miles, One owner, 

service history in Immaculate 

condition. Datatool System3. Tax + 

MOT to April 2016. £4485, Tel 

07752904218 or 01942670574, 

Lancashire. 7638306 

�

CBR600F

1988, 28500 miles, New MOT, Tax 

to Sept. Very good example of the 

classic model, becoming rare. 

Haynes manual included. £1195, Tel 

07891216107, Woking, 

Surrey. 7638020 

�

CBR600F

2000, 38000 miles, A lovely 

CBR600 FY, Blue with Red faring 

and White tail. 13 months MOT. Dry 

weather and garaged. £1850, Tel 

07759142071, Ipswich, 

Suffolk. 7638302 

�

CBR125R

2010, 4700 miles, CBR125R in black 

and silver good condition & 

reliable, mot Aug 15, learner or 

commuter, £1550 ono. £1550, Tel 

07818 075488, North Berwick, East 

Lothian. 7638377 

�

CBR250R

2011, 700 miles, Tax mot Sept . 700 

miles. Haven't had time to use it. 

Very clean . Dry miles only. No 

winter use. £2450, Tel 

07500723458, 

Northumberland. 7638019 

�

VFR800 VTEC

2006, 11500 miles, MOTd June , 

taxed May , part service history , 

bar risers , heated grips , Digi gear 

indicator . £3950, Tel 

07708316407, Fife 

Scotland. 7638015 

�

CBR600F

1998, 34000 miles, Well 

maintained, VGC. New C&S, 

battery, heated grips, powder 

coated wheels. Very reluctant sale. 

£1650, Tel 07538916428, 

Bedford. 7638363 

�

VFR750 FT

1995, 38000 miles, Good condition. 

MOT September 2015, partial 

service history, good tyres, 

datatagged. Currently SORN. 

£1845, Tel 08715590458, 

Essex. 7638315 

�

ST1300 PAN EUROPEAN A-6

2008, 8680 miles, PRIVATE SALE: 

silver Honda ST1300 A6 Pan 

European. September 2008, 8680 

miles. ABS, FDSH. £6499, Tel 

07817573276, Sleaford, 

Lincolnshire. 7638112 

�

CBR400

1998, 22906 miles, MOT till April 

2016. Good reliable runner, couple 

of small scratches. Brand new 

battery. Alarm inc. £1200, Tel 

08715590371, 

Birmingham. 7638442 

�

ST1300 PAN EUROPEAN

2004, 10024 miles, Honda pan St 

1300 10024 genuine milage mot 

and tax owned bike since 2005 

excellent condition £5500. £5500, 

Tel 01922440392 or 07756271045, 

Walsall West Midlands. 7637587 

�

NT700V DEAUVILLE NT 700 VA-

A DEAUVILLE

2010, 7700 miles, Givi top box 

large/standard covers Spare keys 

and manuals ABS package Sensible 

offer will buy. £5495, Tel 

07973119296, Crawley. 7637834 

�

VFR1200F DCT 2012, 4200 miles, 

Honda VFR1200DCT auto/semi 

auto.Honda panniers and Givi 52ltr 

top box. Owned since new. 

£7,995ono. £7995, Tel 01282 

865618 or 07463 426970, Colne, 

Lancashire. 7637639 

NT700V DEAUVILLE 2007, 51000 

miles, Honda Deauville F.S.H 

owned from new,Tourer/

commuter. currently on sorn. Cash 

on collection. £3000, Tel 

02083038654 or 07751407615, 

Kent. 7637939 

CBR1100XX SUPER BLACKBIRD

2005, 12000 miles, Garaged; 

Excellent condition. SH, MOT Feb 

16. Extras Colour coded side 

Panniers Rider 2 Sat Nav. £3800, 

Tel 08715590428, United 

Kingdom. 7638406 

CBR1100XX SUPER BLACKBIRD

2002, 19500 miles, One owner, 

Scottoiler, hugger, custom seat 

great condition. All paperwork, 

manual, 2 keys and MOT's. £2850, 

Tel 07887557311 or 01234348601, 

Bedford. 7637575 

VFR800 VTEC 2006, 771 miles, 

Immaculate VFR with very low 

mileage and great personal 

number valued £1k making the bike 

ageless. £5200, Tel 01450375954 

or 07429557887, Hawick, Scottish 

Borders. 7637878 

VFR800 VTEC ABS

2003, 25700 miles, Recent Pirelli 

Angel GTs. Scott oiler, panniers 

and top box. FSH. Garaged. Good 

condition. £2750, Tel 07899913487, 

Sheffield. 7637798 

�

CBR650F

2014, 1500 miles, This is my lovely 

Honda CBR650F, a cracking bike to 

ride . Ideal for the first time big bike 

rider. £5800, Tel 07919066378, 

Maidstone. 7637749 

�

VT750 SHADOW Shadow spirit

2008, 18300 miles, Lovely Bike 

easy to ride, good tyres and well 

looked after.with leather panears. 

£2990, Tel 07477468751, Inverness 

Scotland. 7637519 

�

CBR900RR FIREBLADE

2000, 48500 miles, 48'500 m, FSH, 

MoT 8/15. H/Grips, alarm, 2 x keys/

fobs, carbon hugger, tinted screen, 

Basingstoke. £1950, Tel 07824 

440780, Basingstoke. 7637741 

�

CBR400 RR NC29

1997, 24000 miles, Mot & taxed, 

some scrapes & scratches as can 

be expected for it's age but great 

little pocket rocket. £1700, Tel 

07711661487, Bromley. 7638191 

�

SP-1 2003, 11095 miles, The Honda 

SP1 needs no introduction.This is 

an excellent example of a truly 

classic superbike. £5800, Tel 

07889 531439, 

Staffordshire. 7637757 

CBR900RR FIREBLADE 2003, 

31965 miles, Excellent condition. 

MOT to 11/6/15 no advisories. New 

front & rear tyres & X-ring chain. 

See online. £3200, Tel 07974 

415609, United Kingdom. 7637780 

VTX1300 2009, 5350 miles, Honda 

cruiser, red, lots of attitude! 

panniers screen hot grips sissy bar, 

front crash bars MOT 3/16. £5995, 

Tel 07828164839 or 01614310972, 

Manchester. 7637369 

VFR800 FI 2000, 31700 miles, 12 

Mths MOT VGC tyres like new. 

Garmin Zumo 550 Sat Nav, Bagster 

Tank Bag, Very reliable. £2300, Tel 

07432107617, Newcastle Under 

Lyme. 7638031 

CBR600RR ABS 2013, 2426 miles, 

One owner from new, 2013 

CBR600RR ABS, 2426 miles, 

Datatool S4 C1 Alarm. Full Service 

History. £6000, Tel 07730685750, 

Folkestone. 7637655 

VFR750 VFR750F 1995, 31000 

miles, VFR750F Givi top box and 

side panniers. P.S.H. 12 months 

MOT. New stainless steel collector 

box. £1350, Tel 01963 34227 or 

07487671283, Wincanton. 7638210 

VT750S 2013, 4 miles, Absolutely 

beautiful machine! Brand new, 

never been ridden. Immaculate 

condition throughout. £5250, Tel 

07807385207 or 01935 882686, 

Somerset. 7637686 

VFR800 FI 2001, 7500 miles, One 

owner, immaculate. Yes - really 

7500 miles. See online ad for full 

details of bike / accessories. £2399, 

Tel 01985841031, Warminster, 

Wilts. 7638146 

SP-1 2002, 5000 miles, Classic 

bike, extremely good cond.. 

Garaged for 6 yrs. Non runner. 

Minimal att req for rd worthiness. 

£4200, Tel 07702632465 or 

01332576059, Derby. 7637693 

CBR650F Tri-colour 2014, 2467 

miles, Incl. Powerbronze double-

bubble screen + original & Oxford 

Prem Heated Sports grips & serv 

history. £5500, Tel 07789178659, 

Tamworth. 7637705 

CBR900RR FIREBLADE 1992, 

21191 miles, Very first Fireblade. UK 

bike April 1992. View on youtube 

http://youtu.be/jXgqkG8qO9M No 

offers. £3600, Tel 07866377035, 

High Peak, Derbyshire. 7637401 

SP-1 2001, 13284 miles, Low 

mileage, Excellent condition, only 

blemish is a small burn mark on 

RHS fairing. lot of extras. £5250, 

Tel 07540472543 or 07540472543, 

United Kingdom. 7637430 

VTR1000 FIRESTORM 2000, 9080 

miles, Great condition. Scottoiler, 

HEL hoses. Only 9080 miles. All 

paperwork, keys, tool kit. MOT 

09/15. £2000, Tel 07887557311 or 

01234348601, Bedford. 7637443 

VFR800 S 2000, 23500 miles, Bike 

at present on sorn is in immaculate 

condition for its age will put twelve 

month MOT £1950ono. £1950, Tel 

07764948588, Doncaster South 

Yorkshire. 7638504 

NC750X 2014, 320 miles, May 2014. 

New cond. 320 dry miles. Garaged. 

Main stand, front and rear hugger, 

data tagged. 75+mpg. £5250, Tel 

07707763886, Staffordshire / 

South Cheshire. 7638489 

CBR600RR 2003, 41144 miles, 

REMUS exhaust and original, Power 

Commander, serviced, MOT, spare 

front *right hand side damaged*. 

£2500, Tel 07779726695, 

Kent. 7637592 

NC700X 2013, 4600 miles, 2013 

Tax until September 2015 Excellent 

condition, many accessories, 

contact for details. £4800, Tel 

07749230822 or 01737 351483, 

Epsom. 7638336 

VFR750

1997, 27500 miles, P reg honda VFR 

750 New fork seals, reg rec & 

stator, 6-7 months MOT. £1595, Tel 

08719773578, Brighton. 7638256 

�

ST1100 PAN EUROPEAN

1997, 56000 miles, Black, ABS, 

TCS, CBS, FSH, good condition, full 

tax & MoT. £2275, Tel 07553 

134546, Boston. 7638395 

�

CBR1100XX SUPER BLACKBIRD

2004, 18070 miles, Road tax till end 

of April 2015. M.O.T due 21st 

September 2015. £3595, Tel 07801 

516857, United Kingdom. 7638105 

Check out

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

for over 10,000 
motorcycles for sale

1000Õs more

bikes for sale at

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

Find more than 

2,500+ Hondas for 

sale online right now

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

Find more than 

2,500+ Hondas for 

sale online right now

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

CBR900RR FIREBLADE 929 RRY

2000, 33000 miles, Cbr 929 good 

condition , 33k power com 143bhp many 

extras, family forces sale. £2400, Tel 

07958046196, HULL.7638127 

Bikes go faster 
at

www.mcnbikesforsale.com
Bikes go faster 

at
www.mcnbikesforsale.com

HONDA
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ZZR1400 Performance 

sport
2014, 1019 miles, 
ZZR1400 performance 
sport limited edition 
,Ohlins front and rear 
shocks, ABS, Akrapovic 
exhausts etc. £11500, Tel 
07860437985, 
Cheshire.7637907

CALIFORNIA 1400 

Touring
2013, 5600 miles, 
Manufacturers 
warranty. One vicar 
owner. FSH. Heated 
grips. See manf spec. Ex 
cond. Dry riding. £11495, 
Tel 07734710254, 
Pontefract.7637425ZX-9R

2002, 18647 miles, Fp1 
mot til sep 15 18640 
miles lady owner,pt 
service 
history,garaged,runs 
great,age related marks. 
£2400, Tel 07837 
972299 or 07595 
507958, Kent.7637708

ER-6N NAKED
2006, 6086 miles, LADY 
OWNER , SHORTENED 
SHOCK. CRASH BUNGS, 
CARRIER AND TOP BOX. , 
BLACK AND GOLD , 12 
MONTHS MOT. £2650, 
Tel 01384 895117 or 0781 
8060 957, West 
Midlands.7637116

COMMANDO 961
2010, 382 miles, Norton 
modifications incl loud 
exhaust,original exhaust 
avail, as new condition, 
with full years MOT. 
£16500, Tel 
01307468895 or 
07517537068, 
Forfar.7638227

RC8
2012, 6500 miles, Mint 
cond,T&T,full 
Akrapovic,alarm,tail 
tidy,tinted screen,crash 
bungs,FDSH,SportSmarts,pillion 
seat. £7150, Tel 
07539472113, 
Sheffield.7638193

ER-6F
2007, 16645 miles, With 
Givi top box,Kawasaki 
Crash bob's, swing arm 
bob's, alarm, Optimate 
lead MOT Oct 15,Tax Sep 
15. £2495, Tel 
08719873698, 
Merseyside.7637769

V7 Special
2014, 290 miles, One 
owner, brand new 
showroom condition, 
only 290 miles ! Save 
over £1,500 on current 
list price. £5995, Tel 
01622 814140 or 07769 
970559, Kent.7637305

XR650 XR650R
2002, 5500 miles, Honda 
XR650R 2002, 5500 
miles. VGC, garaged and 
not used in wet. 
Supermoto'd. MOT May 
2015. £2700. £2700, Tel 
07766 258018, 
Eastbourne.7638036

ZRX1100 C4
2000, 23372 miles, Mot 
till october 2015 will be 
taxed before sale good 
service history sale 
includes oil filter change. 
£2800, Tel 01387 
266404, Dumfries And 
Galloway.7638074

VN900 CLASSIC
2007, 2661 miles, 
Stunning low mileage 
Kawasaki VN 900. 
Garaged, summer used. 
Showroom condition. 
Many extras. £3950, Tel 
08712441684, 
Edinburgh.7637884

1190 ADVENTURE R
2013, 11000 miles, KTM 
1190R Adventure, One 
owner, full KTM service 
history, ABS, sump 
guard,heated grips, 
spotlights. £10495, Tel 
07515 826565, 
Plymouth.7637267

W650
2000, Maroon and 
Cream standard finish. 
Carb version. Pea 
shooter pipes. Sounds 
very British. £2750, Tel 
07502353833, 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE.7637813

GTR1400
2010, 6245 miles, In 
great condition, very low 
millage. Full luggage 
included. £7500, Tel 
01381622204, 
Inverness.7637818

ER-6F Kawasaki ER650-B6F 

2006

2006, 40550 miles, Silver ER6f, 4 

owners from new, Full Service 

History with stamps, MOT March16, 

two keys & documents. £1799, Tel 

07429090051, Leeds, West 

Yorkshire. 7638166 

�

NINJA 300 2013/MY Non ABS 

(200 DRY MILES ONLY)

2013, 200 miles, 2013 MY Kawasaki 

Ninja 300 finished in Ebony Black 

metallic with just 200 dry miles on 

the clock. £3295, Tel 01903 

823700, Worthing West 

Sussex. 7637827 

�

ZZR1400

2010, 14400 miles, Akrapovic 

System Seat Cowl Carbon Hugger 

Heel Plates R&G Crash bg ABS 

Metallic BLK VGC fsh moT Mch16. 

£6995, Tel 07791428339 or 

07854052521, Cornwall 

UK. 7638265 

�

MP3 400 IE, 2009 Blue, 1 owner, 

Sat Nav, Intercom, EXTRAS

2009, 27400 miles, FULL SERVICE 

HISTORY,12 Months MOT,12 Months 

TAX,Alarm,Immobiliser,SatNav,Intercom.

2 Helmets, Gloves. £3349, Tel 

07999963284, London, 

UK. 7637537 

X11

2002, 20000 miles, 12months mot, 

full service history,original 

exhausts and mirrors inc Very Good 

all round condition. £2300, Tel 

01623862295 or 07825446704, 

Nottinghamshire. 7637383 

�

F4 1000R

2007, 6500 miles, Good condition, 

de-cat pipe & Alarm, Supercorsa 

SP tyres. Front and rear stands. All 

keys & manuals. £6400, Tel 

07530303303, United 

Kingdom. 7638081 

�

ER-6F

2007, 13808 miles, MOT 7/15 

Service history. Fair weather bike. 

Fender extender, hugger, mirror 

extensions, MRA screen. £2500, Tel 

01952270652 or 01952270652, 

Shropshire. 7638173 

�

Z1000

2009, 9620 miles, Kawazaki Z1000 

B9F.black and in excellent 

condition not a mark on it.many 

extras. £5200, Tel 07732 763161 or 

01525 382439, Leighton 

Buzzard. 7638149 

�

Z1000

2007, 15046 miles, KAWASAKI 

Z1000 B7F , A1 CONDITION WITH 

GREAT EXTRAS... 2 keys.HPI 

REPORT CLEAR..NEEDS TO BE 

SEEN.. £4350, Tel 07925224448, 

DERBYSHIRE. 7638077 

�

Z750 J2H

2005, 11350 miles, 11,350 miles, 

superb, no rust, garaged, beowolf 

exhaust, bar heaters, chrome rad 

cover, summer only. £2650, Tel 

01606860129 or 07919388952, 

Winsford, Cheshire. 7637344 

�

VN1600 CLASSIC

2004, 8100 miles, Mint condition 

one owner from new. cobra 

exhaust, rack, tax 02 16 mot 08 15 

garaged, 8100 dry miles. £4795, Tel 

07747646222, 

Hertfordshire. 7638177 

�

FLY 125

2011, 1338 miles, 2011 Piaggio 

Fly125, black, top box, knowledge 

board, hand muffs, service, MOT, 

excellent condition. £1200, Tel 

07891 206783, Orpington, 

Kent. 7637376 

�

ZX-12R

2000, 25000 miles, Lovely metallic 

black zx12 with tons of extras. 

Brembo front brakes, marvic rims, 

full ackro etc. £3499, Tel 

07890688613, Nailsea North 

Somerset. 7638198 

�

ZZR1400 B7F ABS

2007, 30600 miles, Very good cond, 

serviced, new tyres and recent 

major service, chain and sprockets. 

call for info. £4600, Tel 

07803794861, Newton 

Aycliffe. 7637789 

�

ZX-6R G1

1998, MoT Apr16. Powder coated 

wheels, Goodridge hoses, K&N 

filters. New rear tyre, chain and 

sprockets. £1595, Tel 

07900240059, Leeds, West 

Yorkshire. 7638116 

�

W650

2001, 15148 miles, 

Superb.professionally resprayed 

tank and side panels. new pads,rear 

tyre,battery and braided hose. 

£3250, Tel 02476312163 or 

02476603254, Coventry. 7637972 

�

VERSYS 650

2007, 11182 miles, Taxed till March 

2016, MOT will be done on 15th 

April, Milage 11182 New battery, 

pipes and exhaust. £2800, Tel 

07867531431, Newcastle Upon 

Tyne. 7637965 

�

V7 CLASSIC

2009, 5000 miles, Full service 

history and MOT. Rack and centre 

stand. Beautiful condition. Please 

ring after 5pm. £3800, Tel 01832 

720723, 

Northamptonshire. 7638487 

�

ZZR1200 C2

2003, 28700 miles, KAWASAKI ZZR 

1200 C2. VGC for year. 28,700 

miles. MOT 12 month. 2 keys 

Datatool alarm. Givi luggage. 

£2950, Tel 07785311890, Andover, 

Hampshire. 7638419 

�

ER-6F

2010, 1600 miles, Black Superb 

condition lady owner from new 

Lowering kit fitted Scorpion end 

can FSH & MOT June 2015. £3750, 

Tel 01354657792 or 07925341542, 

March Cambridgeshire. 7638100 

�

690 ENDURO

2014, 1833 miles, As new. Extras 

incl: Comfort seat, Handlebar map 

switch, Screen, Tracker with two 

years cover remain. £6600, Tel 

07976962912, Plymouth, 

Devon. 7637615 

�

VERSYS 650

2010, 3761 miles, One owner from 

new, it has 4 months tax and Mot. 

Almost new condition, lots of 

accessories. £3700, Tel 

08715591213 or 08712319183, Bury 

,Lancashire. 7638232 

�

690 SMC

2011, 6423 miles, In excellent 

condition leo vince silencer new 

back tyre renew oil and filters 

always garage. £4550, Tel 

07828063947, Braintree 

Essex. 7637632 

�

990 SUPERMOTO 2013, 3122 

miles, KTM 990 SMR 

2013.IMMACULATE VERY SCARCE 

BIKE, 3K miles call Hugh on 07766 

970635. £8800, Tel 07766970635, 

North Lanarkshire, 

Scotland. 7638099 

ZZR1400 2006, 6768 miles, 

Kawasaki ZZR1400, 12 month mot. 

Vgc, FSH, very low mileage 6768 

mile, gun metal grey, 3 keys. 

£4700. £4700, Tel 07976619028 or 

07918071294, Wisbech, 

Cambridgeshire PE134TJ. 7637687 

VN1500 CLASSIC Custom 

Cruiser 2000, 11500 miles, 

MOT,custom paint,Hagon S/steel 

shocks,DynoJetUSB3,Kuryakyn 

hypercharger,K&N filter,V&H 

exhaust. £4890, Tel 07772855035, 

Broadstairs Kent. 7638129 

ZX-9R 2003, 21000 miles, 2003 

ZX9R MOT March 16, VGC ,genuine 

reason for sale, £2500 no 

canvassers or time wasters,See 

web ad. £2500, Tel 07811340104, 

Wolverhampton West 

Midlands. 7638141 

990 ADVENTURE 2013, 3484 

miles, KTM 990 Adventure with full 

set KTM luggage, low mileage, 

great condition, heated grips, 

spotlights. £7399, Tel 

07770223229, 

Bournemouth. 7637596 

ZX-10R Ninja 2014, 2640 miles, 

2014 - Full Traction Control and 

ABS - One owner from new (me) 

Immaculate Condition Dry Use 

only!. £9295, Tel 07500 959764 or 

02380667763, Southampton SO40 

4WP. 7637854 

XL500 R 1983, 11000 miles, 

Recently serviced 2 new tyres new 

MOT great runner starts first kick 

Cash buyer only. PICK UP ONLY. 

£2400, Tel 07973729358 or 

01767769274, Potton. 

Bedfordshire. 7638128 

Z750S

2006, 11500 miles, Silver Kawasaki 

z750s 11500 miles, lots of extras 

call for list, selling due lack of use. 

£2600, Tel 07747004868, 

Blackpool. 7638275 

�

VERSYS 650

2010, 27000 miles, Good commuter 

good condition mot till sept one 

owner full service history. £2700, 

Tel 07947348150 or 01375408923, 

Grays Essex. 7638253 

�

ZX-6R

2015, 7200 miles, 15 reg ZX6R, Ninja 

green Fantastic condition, only 

covered 7000 miles.6 months Tax 

HPI clear 1 owner. £5780, Tel 

07880558101, Sheffield. 7638241 

�

VERSYS 1000

2012, 10500 miles, Heated grips, 

givi screen, 12v plug. Great 

condition. Small dent on tank. 

£6000, Tel 07958252302, 

Wokingham. 7637489 

�

ZX-6R

2008, 6224 miles, Low miles, very 

good condition, always garaged, 

viewing welcome, ready for 

summer. £3500, Tel 07966449628, 

Preston, Lancashire.. 7638098 

�

ZX-6R

1995, 18000 miles, Exceptional 

clean condition, recent full service, 

will come with new 12 months M O 

T. £1895, Tel 01902 330328, 

Wolverhampton. 7638206 

�

EN500

1991, 25852 miles, 12 months Mot, 

recent new rear tyre, make a good 

first big bike or second bike. £950, 

Tel 07815551396 or 01530270326, 

Measham, Leics. 7638196 

�

EXC450 Enduro

2005, 3767 miles, 140.7Hrs MOT/

Taxed Runs well tidy bike. See 

Internet ad for full details. £2550, 

Tel 07950935241 or 07950 935241, 

Kingston Upon Thames. 7637968 

�

QM125 Vista

2013, 6200 miles, Part service 

history Single ignition key 2 pannier 

keys Bike stand included Heavy 

duty chain fitted. £1000, Tel 

07702892707, Corby. 7638447 

�

VN900 CUSTOM Special

2009, 5751 miles, Service'd & Mot 

till May 15, Two new tyres. Back 

Injury forces sale. £4250, Tel 

07810000269 or 01522 801551, 

Lincolnshire. 7637582 

�

NINJA 250R

2009, 2360 miles, 11 months tax 2 

weeks mot ( will mot when it runs 

out if not sold ). 2 previous owners. 

£2599, Tel 07701022180, 

Solihull. 7637600 

�

ZX-6R Ninja

1998, 13500 miles, Mot Sep,new 

EBC pads,zenon hlight,micron,good 

tread on tyres,very light scuff 

slipped on drive. £1750, Tel 

07974251743, Wigan. 7637894 

�

ZX-6R

2007, 8500 miles, Low mileage 

with a full service history kept in a 

garage and hardly ever used. 

£3995, Tel 07507591501, 

Newmarket Suffolk. 7637828 

�

990 ADVENTURE

2006, 13500 miles, Low mileage 

Very tidy and properly maintained. 

New MOT. HID headlight, Heated 

grips, KTM luggage. £5299, Tel 

07557510955, Wiltshire. 7638185 

�

ER-6F 2014, 2844 miles, Green 

FSH. Matching Panniers Excellent 

condition Heated grips. 

Economical. Low insurance. One 

owner. £4250, Tel 07860464396, 

Dorchester, Dorset. 7637355 

ZZR1400 ABS 2008, 26080 miles, 

Silver,VGC,recent full 

service,Partial service history,MOT 

Mar 16 (advisory on MOT),excellent 

tyres. £4600, Tel 07590070326, 

Devon. 7637770 

ER-6F 2010, 21000 miles, FSH. Mot 

til Dec 2015. One owner since new. 

New chain and sprockets .£2400 no 

offers. Genuine sale. £2400, Tel 

07905686877 or 02392504696, 

Gosport. Hants. 7638064 

ZX-6R 2001, 20655 miles, New 

front and back tires last year mot 

until August.standard throughout 

no mods. £1700, Tel 01295722208 

or 07886585051, United 

Kingdom. 7637682 

F4 750 2001, 13000 miles, Fast 

appreciating classic. Beautiful 

looks and sound to match. 

Excellent condition for year. £4500, 

Tel 07876 683813 or 01727 863794, 

St Albans. 7637690 

GRISO 1100 2007, 25800 miles, 

Owned from new. Detailed service 

history. New MOT. Alarmed. Both 

keys. Sensible extras. Essex area. 

£4199, Tel 07862253799, 

Essex. 7638243 

ZX-6R A1p 2003, 14500 miles, Nice 

clean example unmarked bodywork 

as new tyres mot present Remus 

carbon can, new spare back tyre. 

£2500, Tel 07596818138 or 

01978261116, Wrexham. 7638187 

VERSYS 650 2007, 45565 miles, 

All extras.New: sprockets, new oil, 

filter, clutch, throttle cables. The 

motorbike is CAT C. £1300, Tel 

07515410324, United 

Kingdom. 7637310 

T-REX 125 2014, 1700 miles, 1yr Old 

125cc 4 stroke. Service Sept15. 6 

Mnths MOT. As new Condition. 

Balance of 3 year warrantee. £1200, 

Tel 07876498661, Bishops 

Lydeard. 7637872 

XL185 TRIALS

1980, Fully restored, twin shock, 4 

stroke, 190cc. £1600 parts. £2495, 

Tel 08719872296, 

MANCHESTER. 7637987 

�

GTR1400 2010, 11500 miles, One 

owner from new. Full service 

history. Selling due to medical 

condition. £7500, Tel 01522828215, 

Lincoln. 7638002 

V7 Stone 2013, 4500 miles, 

IMMACULATE BIKE. Becker frame 

and panniers, Givi topbox. £4750, 

Tel 07575101687, London. 7637380 

1000Õs more

bikes for sale at

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

Find more than 1,400+ 

Kawasakis for sale 

online right now

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

V750 WANTED REALISTIC PRICE PAID 

FOR LOW MILEAGE BIKE. WE HAVE 

CASH WAITING. WILL COLLECT. FOR 

DETAILS CALL CHRIS AT VALUE BIKE 

CENTRE 01953 857881

GTR1400 2010, 5000 miles, Show room 

condition. Little use over last 3 years. 

Phone for details. Swindon area. £6000, 

Tel 01666860444, Wiltshire.7637348 

Bikes go faster 
at

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

QINGQI

PIAGGIO

PGO

NORTON

MV-AGUSTA

MOTO-GUZZI
KTM

KAWASAKI

HONDA



Please note that calls to numbers starting 0871 published in the private adverts above are charged at 10p per minute from BT landlines.  Calls from mobiles will cost more.  For more information as to why these numbers are used please see www.mcnbikesforsale.com

www.motorcyclenews.com/digital

Find 1000Õs more bikes online at mcnbikesforsale.com #MCNWednesday  |   22 April 2015   |  59

GSX-R750 20 th 

Anniversary
2005, 25800 miles, 1 
Owner from new, Mint 
Con New S20 EVO Tyres 
lots of extras plus 
original parts, call for 
details. £3750, Tel 
07515650792 or 
07515650792, South 
Cheshire.7637900

DAYTONA 675 Master 

Bike Limited Edition
2008, 3500 miles, MoT 
June Immaculate FSH. 
Master Bike 46/100. 
carbon fibre,standard, 
no mods. Light, agile and 
quick!. £4000, Tel 
07890053401, 
Dunfermline, 
Fife.7638160

ROCKET III TOURING
2014, 278 miles, Truimph 
Rocket III Cruiser 2.3cc 
Black 2014. 278 miles 
heater gripes, crash 
bars, £11,500 no offers. 
£11500, Tel 
01923597504 or 
07788470865, St Albans 
Hertfordshire.7637695

TS125 X
1988, 15855 miles, 2 - 
STROKE (Better speed 
and rev range over 4 
stroke) FULL MOT FULL 
SERVICE VERY CLEAN. 
KICK START. £1275, Tel 
07735555465 or 
07735555465, 
Kent.7638347

SPEED TRIPLE 1050 R
2012, 12297 miles, 
Launch Model. Excellent 
condition. Dealer Service 
History. See web ad or 
call for full details/spec. 
£7899, Tel 01359 258299 
or 07738 154583, Bury St 
Edmunds, 
Suffolk.7637805

GSX-R1100 N
1992, 29025 miles, GSXR 
1100, black/silver, FSH,
100% standard, MOT 
Jun, 2 new tyres, 2 keys, 
seat cowl, £3,600 ono. 
£3600, Tel 07789 941133 
or 01959 533471, 
Sevenoaks, 
Kent.7637640

DAYTONA 675
2006, 9300 miles, 
Triumph 675 06, 9300 
miles, FSH MOT loaded 
with extras. Lovely 
example of the best ever 
sports bike. £4000, Tel 
07734 351918, 
Somerset.7638048

BONNEVILLE AMERICA
2006, 6994 miles, 12 
months MOT, 6 months 
tax, lots of chrome, sissy 
bar, rev counter, 
windscreen and spot 
lights. £4150, Tel 
07717207583, 
Cumbria.7638053

GSF650 BANDIT K8
2009, 38500 miles, MOT 
March 2016.Service 
history, Datatool S4 
alarm, DataTag, R&G 
crash protectors,Pipe 
Werx can. £2350, Tel 
07956490637, United 
Kingdom.7637528

SPRINT ST
2000, 7500 miles, Mint 
Condition Triumph 
Sprint ST. Full service 
history, very low 
mileage. Accessories 
included. £2950, Tel 
07775501595, 
Hertfordshire.7638017

SPEED TRIPLE 1050
2011, 2992 miles, New 
mot,has tail tidy,belly 
pan,full 3 to 1 
system,seat cowl,tail 
tidy,crash bungs,great 
condition. £6495, Tel 
07798635870, 
Suffolk.7638217

SV650S
2005, 9300 miles, Just 
serviced.12 months MoT. 
On SORN. Good 
condition, but front 
fairing scuffed (see 
picture). £2200, Tel 
07790 737736, 
Derby.7637865

GSR750
2014, 1030 miles, Power 
Bronze belly pan crash 
post Beowulf silencer 
Radiator grill protector 
& Puig screen. £5650, 
Tel 07837408222, 
Bucks.7638259

GSX-R600 K9 with Termignioni 

Exhaust

2009, 3100 miles, Exceptionally 

low mileage straight from finance 

co. Termignioni plus Data tool. 

Hardly been ridden. £4695, Tel 

01344 420067 or 07855 263834, 

Bracknell Berkshire. 7637728 

�

TL1000S

1997, 18000 miles, Suzuki TL1000 

Streetfighter, added mods, very 

loud, engine tuned by Sam 

Matthewman. Ring for details. 

£2400, Tel 07918150415 or 

01709878296, Rotherham S 

Yorks. 7638281 

�

BURGMAN 400 K8 2009

2009, 101000 miles, Reluctant Sale 

12 mths tax and mo fsh3yrs owner 

serviced since Superficial damage 

to panels lhs. £1945, Tel 

07952057086 or 01214216703, 

Birmingham West 

Midlands. 7637433 

�

RV125 VAN VAN K9

2009, 12483 miles, MOT 

7/8/2015.Good condition for age. 

Good tyres. Givi Top Box,Heated 

Grips,Fork Gators,O Ring Chain. 

£1300, Tel 08712463638, Weston - 

Super - Mare Area. 7638254 

�

GSX1400 K2

2001, 43392 miles, Ex cond, 6 mth 

Tax/MOT. Classic blue&white. 

Akrapovic exhaust. Givi t/box. New 

tyres. Great runner. £2300, Tel 

07467949102, Harlow Essex United 

Kingdom. 7638267 

�

GSX-R750 K3

2004, 27658 miles, Suzuki GSXR 

750 2004 K3 Just been serviced 

27/03/2015 Service record Long 

MOT £2800.ono. £2800, Tel 

07511272769, Bury St Edmunds 

Suffilk. 7638338 

�

GSX-R1000 K2

2003, 19516 miles, SUZUKI GSXR 

1000 K2 Blue & White 19,516 Miles 

FSH MOT July 2015 2 keys, alarm 3 

Owners (reg not inc). £2900, Tel 

07976 401959, 

Northampton. 7638054 

�

GSX1250F

2010, 7960 miles, Exc Cond, FSH, 

Mot Sep 15, recent Mich Tyres GIVI 

TopBox, Hugger, Pipewerx 

Titanium endcan plus std. £4299, 

Tel 07585960051, 

Cheshire. 7638174 

�

RV125 Van Van

2011, 1122 miles, Good home 

required. Excellent condition,one 

lady owner. Solid black, full 12 

month MOT and road tax. £2000, 

Tel 07896210183, 

Redditch. 7638159 

�

GSX-R1000 K8

2009, 13300 miles, 1 owner, MOT 

04/16, aero crash bungs FSH alarm 

New battery and rear tyre Slight 

damage to fairing. £4750, Tel 

01437711069, 

Pembrokeshire. 7638473 

�

TL1000R

1999, 28000 miles, Nice original 

and rare TL1000R with genuine 

mileage. Comes with stainless 

sports exhaust. £2200, Tel 01344 

420067 or 07855 263834, 

Berkshire. 7637732 

�

SPEED TRIPLE 1050 (ABS)

2013, 15000 miles, Excellent 

condition, never been over. 

Triumph fitted nose cone and 

heated grips. Fun great ride. £7500, 

Tel 07767245335 or 07767245335, 

United Kingdom. 7638381 

�

BONNEVILLE 800

2001, 19000 miles, Nice clean early 

Bonneville very good paint and 

chrome..service history ,recent 

tyres .genuine sale. £3000, Tel 

07779387856, West 

Midlands. 7637391 

�

GSX1250F

2010, 59900 miles, FDSH. Panniers 

& topbox One mature owner (ex 

demo) All keys Chain oiler New rear 

pads bearings tyre. £2900, Tel 

07720289825 or 01483829926, 

Woking, Surrey. 7637607 

�

RV125 Van Van

2007, 9600 miles, Suzuki Van Van, 

£1350 ONO, 9,600 miles. Great 

condition (a few scratches) and 

very economical. £1350, Tel 

07944235488 or 07944235488, 

United Kingdom. 7638189 

�

GSX-R750

2003, 19544 miles, Beautiful K3. 

Superb condition. Call me for the 

details. Would strongly 

recommend you view, quickly. 

£3000, Tel 07794444128 or 

01935873050, Dorset. 7638148 

�

DAYTONA 675

2007, 10815 miles, Fresh MOT/

service.Datatool alarm.Very good 

condition.2 keys.FSH.Lots of 

Genuine Triumph carbon parts. 

£3900, Tel 07870780389, 

Essex. 7638301 

�

SV1000S K5 SILVER

2006, 35000 miles, 1 OwnerFull 

Fairing,TopBox&Panniers,Scotoiler 

New Chain/Sprocket,BT30s MOT/

Serviced SUPERB CONDITION. 

£3295, Tel 01544370747, 

Herefordshire. 7637447 

�

GSX-R600 SRAD

2000, 16255 miles, Suzuki GSXR 

600 SRAD, year 2000, Blue and 

white, excellent condition with 

16,255 miles, two owners. £2100, 

Tel 07825 530501 or 01252 546002, 

Surrey. 7637449 

�

GSX-R600 K3

2003, 13000 miles, All mots some 

extras plus standard parts v g c 

spare key.phone for details owned 

for last 3 years. £2550, Tel 

07765620628, Waltham Abbey 

Essex. 7637937 

�

GSX1250F A

2010, 16800 miles, Excellent 

condition, full service history, MOT 

til June 2015. Nearly new tyres, 

remote alarm system. £3995, Tel 

07969320681, Selby, North 

Yorkshire. 7637765 

�

DAYTONA 675

2011, 2400 miles, Showroom 

condition, Arrow exhaust, solo seat 

cowl (and original), quickshifter, 

full service history. £6400, Tel 

07980611180 or 01446723957, 

Cardiff. 7637657 

�

GSF1200S BANDIT Streetfighter

1997, 32000 miles, Must be seen 

can be viewed at all bikes units 

19/20 highfield ind est. Folkestone 

Kent CT19 6dd. £3500, Tel 

07783474483, 

Folkestone. 7638422 

�

GSX1300R HAYABUSA 1999, 

41000 miles, A really nice example 

of a future classic fully serviced 

owned for the last 15 yrs maxton 

suspension. £3200, Tel 

07725028600 or 01469561159, 

Lincolnshire. 7637352 

GSF600S BANDIT 1999, 11500 

miles, New Bridgestone battlax 

tyres, brake pads, battery.mot 

July,service history,toolkit,2 keys, 

manuals,. £1600, Tel 01782 722230 

or 07961977920, Newcastle Under 

Lyme. 7638168 

GSF650S BANDIT ABS 2007, 

13000 miles, BEOWULF Exhaust, 

Heated Grips New Chain and 

Sprokets Restricted for the A2 

license. Well Loved. £2495, Tel 

07725909299 or 07725909299, 

United Kingdom. 7638371 

BONNEVILLE AMERICA 2012, 

1600 miles, As new Triumph 

America, extras, service history, 

Tax Oct 2015, Mot until Nov 2015, 

one prev owner. £5850, Tel 

07775511960, Upminster 

RM141JQ. 7637952 

GSF1250 BANDIT SA K9 white

2011, 12300 miles, In factory 

standard condition. Minor extras 

added. The bike has tax and mot to 

November 2015. £4200, Tel 

01582618474 or 07788454368, 

Bedfordshire. 7637508 

GS500F 2008, 17310 miles, VGC, 

FSH, serviced Mar15,MOT 

Mar16,Tax Sep15, economical & 

reliable. Givi rack,Top Box, Muffs, 

cover. £1595, Tel 07540665722 or 

01329667775, Fareham, 

Hants. 7637849 

GSX-R750

2002, 17500 miles, Alarm, radial m/

c, GPR st damper, carbon hugger & 

mudguard. Supercorsas, Tax to 

Sept, MoT till June. £2600, Tel 

07967208786, Guildford. 7637751 

�

GSX1300R HAYABUSA

1999, 18255 miles, Totally original, 

low mileage, immaculate, in launch 

colours, 220mph clocks. Showroom 

condition. £3499, Tel 01482 

875293, East Yorkshire. 7637764 

�

GS500F

2006, 12222 miles, Bought as a 

learner bike and has fulfilled this 

function fantastically. £1500, Tel 

07825630884, 

Gloucester. 7638109 

�

SV650 N

2005, 43000 miles, Much-loved but 

decided I'm too tall for it. Partial 

service history, recent oil, filter, 

C&S + plugs. £1400, Tel 

08715590567, Bedford. 7637964 

�

GSX-R1000

2001, 28500 miles, 1 Owner. Service 

History. VGC. Many Extras. 12 

Months MOT. £3000, Tel 

07946021527 or 01733 327529, 

Peterborough. 7638171 

�

GSX-R600

2003, 32000 miles, Very clean & 

rides faultlessly almost 

immaculate, 12 months MOT no 

advisories! Bargain. £2100, Tel 

07468598443, Horsham. 7638188 

�

GSF1200 BANDIT

1998, 14372 miles, Low mileage 

Bandit, full spec on MCN web.This 

is a superb bike that needs to be 

seen. £1900, Tel 07947891445, 

Kent. 7638007 

�

GSX1300R HAYABUSA

2001, 22000 miles, Low mileage 

HPi '01 Busa with original spares. 2 

prev owners. Cash sale S/W 

London. £3650, Tel 07443458862, 

South West London. 7637975 

�

SPEED TRIPLE 1050

2009, 9950 miles, Black, FSH, 

11mths MOT, Factory fitted twin 

arrow exhausts, Roulette wheels, 

Brembo brakes, sliders. £5290, Tel 

07879812059, Poole. 7638434 

�

SV1000S

2005, 6300 miles, 54 reg SV1000s 

only 6300 miles from new (may rise 

with good weather). 2 previous 

owners. £2650, Tel 01545560569, 

Cardigan. 7638397 

�

GSF600 BANDIT

2002, 15000 miles, 11mts mot new 

bat/ ch/sp excond dry miles only 

spare down pipes silencer bat 

charger dust cover incl. £1800, Tel 

07866370095, Coventry. 7638348 

�

GSX-R600

2000, 22500 miles, Suzuki GSX-

R600, 2000 reg, only 22,500 miles, 

1 year MoT, Series 3 Datatool 

alarm. £1650, Tel 08712316438, 

Dartford, Kent.. 7638354 

�

GSR600 2006, 8722 miles, 

Immaculate low mileage example. 

New tyres, bobbins, Yoshimura end-

cans and MOTd until August. 

£2795, Tel 08715591483, Sutton, 

London. 7638264 

GSF1200S BANDIT 1997, 42000 

miles, SORN'd Garaged Pirelli 

Angel GT tyres. New MOT if 

required Making room for new bike 

Loads of grunt. £1550, Tel 07940 

125322, Birmingham. 7637756 

SPEED TRIPLE 1050 R 2013, 1550 

miles, 2013 Triumph Speed Triple R 

1050cc, Arrow end cans, full R 

Spec. Genuine reason for sale. 

£8595, Tel 07909683767, Exeter, 

Devon. 7637659 

BONNEVILLE 900 2009, 5023 

miles, 12 months MOT Factory 

fitted immobiliser and alarm, 

additional wind shield added. In 

mint condition. £4200, Tel 0114 

2356831, Sheffield. 7637359 

GSF1250S BANDIT ABS 2011, 

Good condition. 12 months MOT 

with full service history and 

virtually new tyres front and back. 

£4500, Tel 07711809729 or 

07885771025, London. 7637360 

ROCKET III Classic 2004, 17000 

miles, Awesome much loved bike 

smooth gear change no oil leaks 

previously owned by mechanic well 

cared for. £6200, Tel 07973211666, 

London. 7637362 

BONNEVILLE 900 2008, 11050 

miles, MOT April '16, tax June 

'15.FSH Triumph.Tyres good.2 

keys.Few spots of corrosion, very 

sound bike. £3595, Tel 

08719874595, Gloucester. 7638138 

BONNEVILLE T100 Sixty 2010, 

4300 miles, 11 months MOT, Taxed. 

Outstanding condition. This is a 

very special Bonneville. Check out 

MCN web. £6500, Tel 

07900086132, Glasgow. 7637393 

DAYTONA 675 2009, 4295 miles, 

59 plate daytona 675, 12 months 

mot, new tyres, only 4295 miles 

very clean bike! Grab a bargin. 

£4300, Tel 07791337992 or 

01581300633, Stranraer. 7637397 

GSF650S BANDIT 2008, 32000 

miles, Great cond, full Serv hist, 2 

new tyres, Panniers, back box, 

heated grips, engine bars, 12v 

charger. £2650, Tel 01603270049 

or 07776292530, Norwich. 7637308

SPEED TRIPLE 1050 2011, 2480 

miles, Red, almost as new 

condition, Arrow exhausts, tracker 

fitted, new rear tyre, 11 months 

MOT. £6250, Tel 07795607650, 

Wanstead, London. 7637404 

GSX-R600 2011, 4700 miles, 12 

months mot, excellent condition 

with low genuine dry mileage, 

garaged, R&G crash bungs. £5295, 

Tel 07795817246 or 01522751397, 

Lincoln Lincolnshire. 7637558 

SPEED TRIPLE 1050 R 2011, 6800 

miles, 2011 Triumph Speed Triple 

1050 R ABS, white, mint condition, 

6800 miles, MOT and Tax, HPI c, 

extras. £7995, Tel 07932697714, 

Woodford Green. 7637848 

DAYTONA 675 2006, 6450 miles, 

Superb condition, metallic grey and 

black. 6450 dry miles, always 

stored in garage, MOT to Apr 2016. 

£3750, Tel 08719874735, Barrow-

In-Furness. 7638353 

ALL MAKES & MODELS BOUGHT 

FOR CASH & COLLECTED

HONDA, KAWASAKI, SUZUKI, 

YAMAHA, TRIUMPH 

WWW.IRMOTORCYCLES.CO.UK 

07956248955
�

DAYTONA 675 2011, 2100 miles, 

Immaculate condition, Serviced, 

Arrow exhaust, Triumph racing 

levers, quickshifter, MOT. £5995, 

Tel 07957 866676, Surrey. 7638257 

BONNEVILLE 900 2014, 132 miles, 

Completely Brand New. £6500, Tel 

07789475100, Norfolk. 7638176 

GSF1250S BANDIT 2007, 5151 

miles, MOT;Tax;Serviced;Givi Top 

Box&Panniers 

AM650 BURGMAN WANTED 

REALISTIC PRICE PAID FOR LOW 

MILEAGE BIKE. WE HAVE CASH 

WAITING. WILL COLLECT. FOR DETAILS 

CALL CHRIS AT VALUE BIKE CENTRE

01953 857881

SPRINT ST 2002, 59000 miles, ,new 

avon storms,new end can, new screen, 

new chain and sprockets, new 

generator, new hugger,. £1650, Tel 

01256 356620 or 07716018366, 

Basingstoke Hampshire.7638425 

Find more than 1,600+ 

Suzukis for sale 

online right now

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

GSF1200S BANDIT 2002, 10300 miles, 

02-52, metallic silver, well shod, MoT 

June, excellent example. £1750, Tel 

01241890423 or 07785257710, 

Arbroath.7638319 

�

GSX1400 WANTED REALISTIC PRICE 

PAID FOR LOW MILEAGE BIKE. WE 

HAVE CASH WAITING. WILL COLLECT. 

FOR DETAILS CALL CHRIS AT VALUE 

BIKE CENTRE 01953 857881

1000Õs more 
bikes for sale at

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

Bikes go faster 
at

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

TRIUMPH

SUZUKI



Please note that calls to numbers starting 0871 published in the private adverts above are charged at 10p per minute from BT landlines.  Calls from mobiles will cost more.  For more information as to why these numbers are used please see www.mcnbikesforsale.com

www.motorcyclenews.com

Sell today by visiting mcnbikesforsale.com or call 0845 051 5001BUYING&SELLING60

TIGER 800 XC
2011, 12000 miles, 2011 
Triumph Tiger 800XC 
non ABS.12,000 miles. 
Engine bars. Tax until 
Aug. 2015. Serviced Jun. 
2014. £5500, Tel 
07419141661 or 
01620810749, 
Haddington.7637088

THUNDERBIRD 900
1996, 12442 miles, 
Reasonable condition. 
Run's but hasn't been 
used for a few years. 
Middle carb is leaking 
petrol. £2995, Tel 
07891592710 or 
01691648214, United 
Kingdom.7637704

SPRINT ST 1050
2009, 15000 miles, 2 
local owner,FTSH, 
ABS,Heated Grips,R&G 
Crash 
Protectors,Triumph 2 
Box Luggage system,. 
£5250, Tel 01278455999 
or 07860308872, 
Bridgwater.7637208 MT-07

2014, 400 miles, 
Lowered Ladies Bike. 
Number plate Will be 
sold seperatly. Purple. 
Crash bungs Plus Extras. 
Mint Con. £4750, Tel 
01728 833092 or 07850 
051957, United 
Kingdom.7638379

STREET TRIPLE 675
2012, 2925 miles, 1 
OWNER FSH NEW REAR 
TYRE FLY SCREEN 
BELLY PAN RAD 
COVERS ALARM VAT 
QUALIFYING FINANCE 
ARRANGED (T). £4950, 
Tel 01306 747050, 
Dorking.7637069

STREET TRIPLE R
2012, 3200 miles, Pearl 
white 675cc full 
matching body kit arrow 
cans as new must be 
seen 1 owner dry miles. 
£5495, Tel 01224 658822 
or 07804922753, 
Aberdeen 
Scotland.7638213

TIGER 955I
2006, 37000 miles, Exc 
Cond. loaded w extras 
inc luggage, hugger, 
riding lights, extended 
screen, scottoiler, alarm 
etc. £3200, Tel 
07585600280, 
Staffordshire.7637138

FZS600 FAZER
2001, 3625 miles, 
Outstanding condition, 2 
owners, genuine miles, 
history, MOT, hugger, tall 
screen, optimate 
charger. £1795, Tel 
07900882921, 
Cambridge.7638114

SPRINT ST 1050
2006, 26000 miles, Exc 
Cond. Incls full luggage, 
gel seat, extended 
screen, and scottoiler. 
Almost blemish free 
bike. £3995, Tel 
07585600280, 
Staffordshire.7637143

STREET TRIPLE R
2009, 10000 miles, New 
tyres and front break. 
MOT till 07/15.Triumph 
FSH. 1prev owner. 
Heated grips. Datatool 
alarm. £4495, Tel 
07906164433, 
London.7638272

STREET TRIPLE R
2009, 10000 miles, New 
tyres and front break. 
MOT till 07/15.Triumph 
FSH. 1prev owner. 
Heated grips. Datatool 
alarm. £4495, Tel 
07906164433, 
London.7638506

TIGER 800 XC
2011, 40000 miles, FSH, 
touring screen, H/grips, 
eng bars, H/L protector, 
2nd acc socket, fender 
extender, Scottoiler. 
£4500, Tel 01424721889, 
St.Leonards On 
Sea..7637225

R1
2003, 21000 miles, 
YAMAHA YZF R1.12 
months MOT,no 
advisories.Serviced less 
than 200 miles ago.VGC. 
£2900, Tel 07771391547, 
Melksham,Wiltshire.7638279

STREET TRIPLE R
2010, 9210 miles, MOT 
April 2015,Two 
keys,Electric start,Tyre 
condition Excellent. 
£4500, Tel 
07456905973, 
Bristol.7638009

STREET TRIPLE 675 Imperial 

purple

2012, 12000 miles, FSH,Factory 

Fitted 3-1 Arrow, Datatool 

S4,Ohlins R/shock,R&G Protectors 

& tail tidy, LED indicators,. £4999, 

Tel 07412551559 or 01628310307, 

Maidenhead Berkshire. 7637956 

�

FZS600 FAZER

1998, 3700 miles, Fazer very low 

genuine mileage. Stainless 

downpipes, carbon exhaust, 

smoked indicators. See website. 

£2199, Tel 07788971585 or 

01217075117, West 

Midlands. 7638320 

�

TIGER 1200 EXPLORER Launch 

Model 2011

2011, 7200 miles, Excellent v low 

miles Triumph Tiger Explorer 

1215cc. 7,100 mileage. 

ABSOLUTELY NO CANVASSERS. 

£7750, Tel 07771 347929, Brighton 

Or Burgess Hill, Sussex. 7638290 

�

TIGER 1200 EXPLORER 2012, 

7500 miles, Luggage touring 

screen alloy sump shield hand 

guards tank pad new rear tyre, .Full 

service history. £9000, Tel 

07538537417 or 07979536768, 

Knottingley West 

Yorkshire. 7637599 

FZS600 FAZER

2003, 24000 miles, Good 

condition.PSH,2 

owners.Datatag,Michelin Pilot 

Road 2 tyres.New battery.New 

front sprocket+chain. £1450, Tel 

07809385616, Preston. 7638378 

�

STREET TRIPLE 675

2013, 5500 miles, Immaculate 

condition Carbon fibre Scorpion 

exhaust. GB Racing engine 

protection. R&G radiator cover. 

£5950, Tel 07909442042 or 

07884497721, Kent. 7637377 

�

CROSS Roads tour

2013, 6000 miles, Excellent 

condition, garaged, one owner from 

new, full service history, passenger 

backrest and rack. £9995, Tel 

01767262118 or 07721486775, 

Bedfordshire. 7638415 

�

THUNDERBIRD SPORT

2001, 6900 miles, One previous 

owner, standard, chrome clocks, 

rear carrier, Scottoiler. pristine 

condition. Full MOT. £4250, Tel 

07970484261 or 01584891626, 

Ludlow, Shropshire. 7638339 

�

TIGER 800

2012, 7800 miles, Top box Sliding 

rack Arrow can. Adj. Screen 

.Comfort Seat Handgards. C/Stand 

.VGC. Black Metallic. £5500, Tel 

01733 247825, 

Peterborough.. 7637547 

�

STREET TRIPLE 675

2008, 3328 miles, Very nice low 

mileage street triple ,with new mot 

(no advisories).filter and oil change. 

£3950, Tel 07722846326 or 

07722846326, United 

Kingdom. 7638180 

�

STREET TRIPLE 675

2013, 2500 miles, TRIUMPH 

STREET TRIPLE 675, 2013 Blue, 1 

owner, FSH, only 2500 miles.Great 

bike, VGC, Triumph extras. £5750, 

Tel 07757936619 or 01752 341719, 

Plymouth. 7638096 

�

STREET TRIPLE 675

2010, 6385 miles, Black, FTSH. 1 

previous owner. Immaculate cond. 

Arrow exhaust, r&g, bar end 

mirrors + much more. £4500, Tel 

01722782470, Salisbury, 

Wiltshire. 7638219 

�

SPRINT ST 1050

2005, 24500 miles, MOT 03/16 Tax 

09/15 24500miles 2 alarm keys 

FDSH Scotoiler Rear Hugger 3 

owers Excellent condition. £3150, 

Tel 01923260634 or 07976306334, 

Watford Herts. 7637371 

�

TROPHY 1200 SE

2013, 5500 miles, 1 owner, 

Excellent condition, FTSH, good 

tyres, heated grips, heated seats, 

radio, TPMS, cruise, ES. £9995, Tel 

07590 928868, Garstang, 

Lancs. 7638205 

�

STREET TRIPLE 675

2008, 5293 miles, Triumph Street 

Triple 2008 Surrey Black, one 

owner from new, alarm, fly screen, 

hugger, crash bungs,. £3600, Tel 

02083942826, Epsom 

Surrey. 7637983 

�

SPRINT ST 1050 ABS

2007, 20000 miles, Abs ,hugger gel 

seat, top box, new chain, sprockets 

and pads. mature owner, mot till 

oct excellent. £3500, Tel 

07875856032 or 01276474745, 

Bagshot Surrey. 7637963 

�

STREET TRIPLE R

2012, 7300 miles, Beautiful bike, 

great condition. One previous 

owner. MOT due 20/05/2015 - Full 

service history. £4800, Tel 

01525242105 or 07734534368, 

Leighton Buzzard. 7637954 

�

SPRINT ST 2003

2003, 15300 miles, Triumph Sprint 

ST03 15k miles Silver Full service 

history Great condition recently 

serviced £2550ono. £2550, Tel 

08719874538 or 08715591252, 

Brighton. 7637796 

�

TIGER 1050

2007, 39000 miles, New mot, arrow 

exhaust, chrome rad cover, hand 

guards, givi box rack, engine 

guards, carbon fender,. £3750, Tel 

07552712736, Fareham, Hampshire 

Po160ny. 7638474 

�

FZ6 FAZER S2

2007, 9989 miles, FSH, New brake 

pads front/rear, Roadsmart 2 tyres, 

Barkbuster Storm handguards, 

Next MOT 08/08/2015. £2600, Tel 

07969805990 or 07969805990, 

Knaresborough. 7637602 

�

TIGER 1050

2011, 15000 miles, Triumph 

Luggage, Arrow exhaust, rear 

hugger, Serviced Nov 2014 new 

tyres and very little use since. 

£5395, Tel 07788457502 or 

01623842681, Mansfield. 7638350 

�

FZ6 FAZER Series2

2008, 8800 miles, Yamaha FZ600 

S2 Fazer 2008. Excellent condition. 

MOT until July 2015. 4 stamps in 

the service book. £2900, Tel 

07775934365 or 07717721109, 

Sidcup, Kent. 7638016 

�

HAMMER S

2005, 13043 miles, Sunset Orange 

Ð a limited edition factory paintjob 

13,043 miles First registered 

29/11/2005 2 owners. £6995, Tel 

01474 871184, Brands 

Hatch. 7637816 

�

THUNDERBIRD SPORT 53 plate

2003, 18000 miles, MoT Tax full 

history plus set triumph leathers 

Al-Berg boots Dainese suit. 2 

optimats+extras. £4000, Tel 

07584950059 or 01453547305, 

Gloucestershire. 7638055 

FJR1300 2007, 35570 miles, 

Uprated suspension, topbox, 

panniers, tankbag, properly 

serviced, 12mths MoT, pristine 

condition!. £5495, Tel 0161 941 7149 

or 07785 331333, Burton-On 

Trent. 7638170 

FZ6 FAZER 2004, 24582 miles, 

Yamaha FZ6, 2004, in silver and 

black, good condition, 24852 miles, 

3 owners, mot'd. Call for more. 

£2050, Tel 08719873406 or 

08719773165, Melksham, 

Wiltshire. 7637301 

TIGER 1200 EXPLORER 2012, 

14500 miles, Full service 

history,heated grips,crash bars, fog 

lights, hugger, mud guard and hand 

guards included. £7300, Tel 

07818651181, Norwich 

Norfolk. 7638125 

FZR1000 EXUP 1990, 30000 miles, 

VG cond. Corrillo rods, race cams, 

low tension oil rings, gas flowed, 

flat slide carbs, 12 month MOT. 

£2500, Tel 07875 027144 or 01948 

841373, Whitchurch, 

Shropshire. 7637906 

FZ6 S2 2007, 1834 miles, Full 

Yamaha service history. MOT due 

09/15. Taxed until 03/16. A lovely 

clean bike ready for summer. 

£2999, Tel 07834835105 or 01423 

546735, Harrogate, North 

Yorkshire. 7638457 

STREET TRIPLE R 2009, 14500 

miles, Very nice condition, F.S.H. 

one lady owner. Garaged. Recent 

Dunlop Sportmax tyres. 12mths 

MoT. £4250, Tel 01736 753895 or 

07973 169343, Hayle, 

Cornwall. 7638376 

STREET TRIPLE 675 2014, 2283 

miles, Superb ABS version , 

Datatagged, tail tidy, carbon 

hugger, belly pan, seat cowl, 

screen, optimate. £5600, Tel 01472 

871725 or 07795643900, 

Lincolnshire. 7638087 

THUNDERBIRD SPORT 2004, 

10958 miles, Owned and serviced 

by engineer last 8 years.Work done 

documented.Tax and MOTed. 

£4695, Tel 07946460059 or 

01912370175, 

Northumberland. 7638313 

CROSS Roads Classic

2013, 5000 miles, Taxed till June. 

Stage 1. Extras: back rest, rack, 

Bassani pipes. Cruise control. 

£11450, Tel 07714 480839, 

Cirencester. 7637281 

�

SPRINT ST 955

2002, 32000 miles, New mot, new 

battery, triumph panniers, rack, 

triumph service history, good tyres, 

good c&s alarm. . £2300, Tel 01323 

872484, Sussex. 7637893 

�

MT-09 ABS

2014, 901 miles, Very little use by 

pensioner as new condition FSH 

over £1000 of extras see web ad for 

details. £6500, Tel 07419121062, 

Glos. 7638212 

�

FZ1 FAZER

2008, 12550 miles, 2008 FZ1, Grey, 

full fairing, ABS, Datatag/alarm, 

Akrapovict, Power Commander, 

new MOT & service. £3900, Tel 

07795280524, Gloucester. 7638122 

�

TIGER 1200 EXPLORER XC

2013, 8000 miles, Immaculate 

Tiger Explorer XC. Less than 8000 

miles, All the bells and whistles, 

FSH. £9600, Tel 07757971006, 

Sleaford. 7637298 

�

FAZER 8

2012, 5979 miles, Superb bike, in 

incredible condition. Perfect blend 

of sports / tourer with plenty of 

power. £4999, Tel 07984452020, 

London. 7638247 

�

SPRINT ST 1050

2005, 24976 miles, One previous 

owner. Many extras and upgrades 

See online ad for full details. 

£4500, Tel 07971650161, 

Peterborough. 7638499 

�

TIGER 1050 SE 2012, 9060 miles, 

One owner, low mileage as new 

with full set of extra's including 

luggage. Full service history. 

£6995, Tel 08715591357, 

Rotherham. 7638282 

FJR1300 A 2005, 25925 miles, 

Galaxy Blue Yamaha top Box & 

Panniers Heated Grips Crash 

protectors Spare Screen. £5150, 

Tel 07709708807 or 01489578477, 

Southampton. 7637368 

STREET TRIPLE 675 2008, 24500 

miles, Black, one owner from new 

and full service history. 4 months 

MOT. Used often, in good condition. 

£3600, Tel 08719773565, Kingston 

Upon Thames. 7637744 

TIGER 1050 2011, 1464 miles, Met 

Black, Factory Luggage, Belly Pan, 

H-guards, Htd Grips, C-Stand, 

Screen MDSH, Exc cond Full MOT. 

£5995, Tel 07976 850393 or 01509 

410355, Notts. 7637745 

MT-07 2014, 2600 miles, Non ABS. 

Akra exh, Gillies levers, Yam tail 

tidy, led inds, Ermax screen + more. 

Fsh 1yr wty remg. £4895, Tel 

08719771005, Fareham, 

Hants. 7638049 

FJR1300 A 2010, 2791 miles, An 

extremely low mileage example. 

MOT from 27/3/15, always garaged, 

basically as new. £8250, Tel 

07900306762, Hemel Hempstead, 

Herts. 7637303 

SPRINT ST 1050 2008, 19300 

miles, Triumph ST 1050, inc colour 

coded panniers, plus many extra's 

excellent condition. Reluctant sale. 

£4500, Tel 07939985741 or 

02920520671, Cardiff. 7638197 

STREET TRIPLE R 2009, 27000 

miles, MOT April 2016. FDSH. VGC. 

2 owners from new. Owners 

handbook and 2 sets of keys. 

£4000, Tel 07933040232, 

York.. 7637522 

TIGER 955I 2005, 29000 miles, 

One owner from new, full luggage, 

heated grips, centre stand. Mainly 

used for touring, garaged. £3195, 

Tel 01489 572075, Southampton/

Portsmouth. 7637532 

STREET TRIPLE R 2014, 1255 

miles, Excellent condition. Quick 

shifter,crash protection,tail 

tidy,radiator cover,belly pan,seat 

cowl. £6250, Tel 08719874591, 

Ipswich. 7637544 

FZS600 FAZER 1999, 23216 miles, 

Low Mileage, excellent example. 

MOT 17/09/15. Great first bike. 

Genuine reason for sale. £1400, Tel 

07834072631, Rugeley, 

Staffs. 7638361 

FZS1000 FAZER 2005, 23293 

miles, ...MOT 21.3.16 Taxed August 

15 Fuel stainless steel exhaust 

rearcarrier,service very good 

condition. £2300, Tel 01539738187, 

Kendal Cumbria. 7638366 

TIGER 1050 2007, 11000 miles, 

FOR SALE Triumph Tiger 1050.12 

months MOT, low mileage,heated 

grips, hand guards, custom screen. 

£4350, Tel 07929 421314, 

Bebington, Wirral. 7637879 

OR CALL 

0844 409 7587

MT-09

2014, 6965 miles, Here I have my 

yamaha MT09 for sale the bike is in 

immaculate condition. £6000, Tel 

07701328169, Croydon. 7637580 

�

FZS600 FAZER

2001, 26500 miles, Recent tyres , 

belly pan, stainless end can sold 

with full MOT. £1650, Tel 

07403374000, Telford. 7638372 

�

R1 2000, 17000 miles, Immaculate 

and original with only two owners. 

Comes with a full service history. 

£2700, Tel 07738619287, 

Northamptonshire. 7638297 

for over 10,000 
motorcycles

for sale

1000Õs more

bikes for sale at

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

STREET TRIPLE R WANTED 

REALISTIC PRICE PAID FOR LOW 

MILEAGE BIKE. WE HAVE CASH 

WAITING. WILL COLLECT. FOR DETAILS 

CALL CHRIS AT VALUE BIKE CENTRE

01953 857881

Find more than 2,300+ 

Yamahas for sale 

online right now

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

Find more than 1,200+ 

Triumphs for sale 

online right now

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

FJR1300 ABS 2003, 33000 miles, 

Silver paint with full luggage. £3650, Tel 

07876044730, 

LEICESTERSHIRE.7638249 

�

YAMAHA

VICTORY

TRIUMPH



Please note that calls to numbers starting 0871 published in the private adverts above are charged at 10p per minute from BT landlines.  Calls from mobiles will cost more.  For more information as to why these numbers are used please see www.mcnbikesforsale.com
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WANTED & EXCHANGE

 ITALIAN MOTORCYCLE 
SPECIALIST

Magni Sfi da, 1992, choice of 2 
Laverda Jota 120, 1982
Laverda 750 SF1, 1972 
Rickman Metisse Kawa, 1977 
Moto Guzzi Convert, 1976 
Moto Guzzi Daytona, 1994

Moto Morini 501 Camel, 1985
Benelli 900 Sei, 1990
Ducati 350XL Pantah, 1982
Ducati 350 Sport Special, 1980
Ducati 900ss Special, 1980
More stock online...

The Garage, West Chiltington, West Sussex RH20 2QR

 01798 813260 www.dimarino.co.uk

BIKE 
OF THE 
MONTH

Magni 
Sfi da 
1000, 
1992

Top prices paid for all

RARE and INTERESTING bikes!

WE WANT
YOUR TRIUMPH

Call Glenn 07815 949302
or Barry 01246 384002 

AN OFFICIAL TRIUMPH DEALERSHIP

Top prices paid for all
RARE and INTERESTING bikes!

WE WANT
YOUR HARLEY®

Call Glenn 07815 949302
or Ian 0115 896 7771

AWARD WINNING HARLEY-DAVIDSON® DEALERSHIP

GMCC
Grays Motorcycle Centre Ltd

63 Southend Road, Grays, Essex, RM17 5NL.  01375 370066

Experienced Yamaha trained technician required for busy Yamaha  
dealership, Bronze level training a minimum, good rates of pay and 
conditions for the right applicant. Mixed and varied work including 

race preparation for our team.

Semi-skilled/trainee also required, must have some experience and  
knowledge of workshop duties is required. 

Send your CV in the first instance to: 

info@graysmotorcyclecentre.co.uk
Clean full motorcycle & car licence required for both positions, as well as own tools.�

SITUATIONS VACANT

Tel: 01622 690579
Mob: 07958 723555

www.evolutionmotorcycles.com
email

andy@evolutionmotorcycles.com

Motorcycles
Wanted

Professional, polite, prompt
TOP PRICES PAID.

ANYTHING CONSIDERED
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R6
2002, 8117 miles, Very 
Low Mileage, Excellent 
Condition, No 
Modifications, Last of 
the Carburettor Models. 
£2875, Tel 01935471299 
or 07739582245, United 
Kingdom.7638150

XV950 Bolt
2014, 3600 miles, 
Stunning looking Black 
Bolt. 2 owners.Good 
condition with clean and 
no hassle belt drive. FSH. 
£5650, Tel 07973515263 
or 01633258283, South 
Wales.7638374 THUNDERBIRD 650

1958, 1374 miles, In 
concourse condition as it 
was professionally 
restored in 2005 I have 
all bills and receipts. 
£8000, Tel 07831389567 
or 01582622679, United 
Kingdom.7637898

CX500 B
1981, 26000 miles, 
Please see MCN website 
for full details of this 
beautiful restoration. 
Thanks Arthur. £5500, 
Tel 07814802231, United 
Kingdom.7637719

R1 SP
2006, 5930 miles, 
Limited Edtion YZF-R1 
SP. No 47 of 500. Owned 
from new. As standard & 
original perfect spec. 
£7999, Tel 08715590732, 
Derby.7638013

YBR125

2013, 723 miles, 2013, 723 dry 

miles. Perfect condition. All 

documents but not currently taxed. 

Comes with top box. £1850, Tel 

01572755464, Oakham, 

Rutland. 7637760 

�

YZF600 THUNDERCAT Tourer

1998, 19400 miles, THUNDERCAT 

YZF600 In good condition, 12 Mot, 

just had service, heated grips, 

opimate 3 conditioner. £1550, Tel 

07900583088 or 0190525809, 

Worcester, England. 7637574 

�

R6 50th Anniversary edition

2012, 1777 miles, Yamaha R6 50th 

Anniversary edition. clean garaged 

bike with only dry miles all original 

Yamaha parts. £6500, Tel 

07891561106, 

Hertfordshire. 7638358 

�

500 BULLET

2002, 5760 miles, Low mileage. 

Selling due to health.Taxed, MOT 

due late May. Lights, brakes and 

tyres are good. £1875, Tel 

07874236638, Bike In Somerset 

Near Weston. 7638164 

�

XV535 VIRAGO

1997, 17500 miles, Virago 

535..regular service, some new 

parts, short MOT, garaged, summer 

use only. £1750....offers. £1750, Tel 

01214432609, Birmingham West 

Mids.. 7638063 

�

R75

1976, 39000 miles, Full RS fairing, 

Very rare. Stored since 99. 

Complete rework by retired 

mechanic. Receipts for £3k. £3500, 

Tel 01782394953, Stoke On 

Trent. 7637499 

�

XT500

1978, 16500 miles, Classic Big 

Thumper. MOT till June.Good 

condition, many extras. Any 

questions please call / email. 

£3500, Tel 07787548023, 

Stirling. 7637412 

�

YBR125

2009, 10400 miles, Silver metallic, 

fsh, two owners, excellent 

condition, MoT 06 Oct 2015, last 

service 18 Nov 2014. £1295, Tel 020 

8368 7838 or 07983 855441, 

London. 7638456 

�

R1

2006, 7363 miles, Mint condition. 

MOT till Feb 16. New Rear Tyre + 

Battery. Serviced last year. Logs 

and 3 sets keys. £5400, Tel 

01329482393 or 0747464461, 

Hampshire - England. 7637444 

�

GT550 Shaft drive

1983, 9810 miles, Excellent original 

classic 6 months MOT, serviced and 

spotless paintwork,see web add for 

more info. £1300, Tel 07779669580 

or 01305782748, 

Weymouth. 7638360 

�

WR125X

2011, 3690 miles, This bike is in 

excellent condition and has very 

low mileage. £2500, Tel 

07947729486 or 01482 841068, 

Cottingham , East 

Yorkshire. 7637591 

�

R6

2005, 20600 miles, Minor 

scratches, Acumen Cat 1 alarm, 

Yoshi & standard exhaust, single 

seat unit, tail tidy, 1yr MOT. £2995, 

Tel 07870 636487, 

London. 7637837 

�

R1

2007, 11840 miles, 1 owner good 

cond, new battery, MoT to 31/03/16, 

FSH, 12k service near due inc at list 

or £4800 ono. £5100, Tel 01908 

510906 or 07740 456907, 

Hanslope, Milton Keynes. 7638011 

�

GL1500 GOLDWING TRIKE 1997, 

33000 miles, Excellent condition, 

good runner. Buyer will have full 

M.O.T. Comes complete with 

trailer. £12000, Tel 07785245041 or 

07899783746, Bradford. West 

Yorkshire. 7637742 

XT1200Z SUPER TENERE First 

edition 2010, 22400 miles, 22400 

miles fsh full MOT good tyres full 

yam luggage crash bars heated 

grips wind deflectors + more. 

£6350, Tel 07906051908, 

Sheffield. 7638113 

MUSTANG Black bull 25 year 

anniversary model 2015, 3 miles, 

Brand New Offer only open until 

20th April 2015, £5,000 deposit 

required. £23900, Tel 

07866549884 or 07866549884, 

Pr74hz. 7638178 

R1 2005, 11875 miles, 2006 model 

R1,PC V custom map, K-tech 

suspension, Leo Vinci, braided 

hoses,R & G crash bungs, Pazzos. 

£5000, Tel 07919 576930 or 

01275333418, United Kingdom, 

Bristol. 7638343 

TR6 TROPHY

1957, 2900 miles, Matching 

Numbers, completely restored 

3000 miles ago, all correct, one of 

the best you will find. £10250, Tel 

07740173508, Newbury. 7637731 

�

XJR1300

2011, 1760 miles, Great condition, 

very low mileage. Completely 

standard. All 3 keys & docs. MOT 

due Dec '15. UK bike. £4900, Tel 

07837040567, Down. 7638072 

�

CB400 SUPER SPORT Mk2

1979, 13528 miles, Honda cb400/4 

1979 Only 13528mls MOT original 

Genuine Honda 4 into 1In excellent 

original condition. £2400, Tel 

07714151998, Perth. 7637415 

�

Z1 B

1975, 36000 miles, Recent battery, 

reg/rectifier, forks, rear shocks. 

V&H. MOT. dual seat. Toolkit. 

Handbook. Eves. £5850, Tel 07759 

808277, Reading, Berks. 7637683 

�

R1

2005, 12000 miles, Good condition, 

very slight dent on the tank. Yoshi 

exhaust. Nearly new tyres. Will 

accept offers. £4000, Tel 

07956988598, Romford. 7638097 

�

XR250

1979, 5000 miles, Reliable, simple. 

Nice thump. Not fast. Great town/

field bike. MOT July. Low seat. Lots 

of spares. £1450, Tel 02921152771, 

Penarth. 7637356 

�

XJR1300

2006, 19600 miles, Vgc, mot and 

tax September 2015; fitted with 

devil high level cans and fly 

screen,. £3400, Tel 07966 163 493, 

Dalkeith. 7637364 

�

RGV250 R

1996, 15000 miles, UK Bike. Very 

good original condition. Some 

service history. All MOT certificates 

present.. £3995, Tel 07446246360, 

United Kingdom. 7637688 

�

XJ6 N abs

2011, 15518 miles, FSH, MOT 

03/2016. New Tyres, Puig screen, 

Oxford Heated Grips, Crash bungs, 

Yamaha Top box. £3300, Tel 07795 

301274, Bedford. 7637411 

�

CB450 Black Bomber

1966, 1966 Honda CB450 Black 

Bomber. Beautiful example. 

Wheels rebuilt. Stainless spokes. 

Just a stunning. £8975, Tel 

01142315000, Sheffield. 7638003 

�

XJ600N

1997, 11400 miles, One lady owner 

from new. Well looked after. No 

mechanical issues, Bad points are 

cosmetic only. £1200, Tel 

07985528048, London. 7637994 

�

DR650 SE

1996, 27500 miles, Genuine bike in 

good condition, runs and rides as it 

should, awesome. See online ad for 

details.MOT. £1700, Tel 

01202474625, Dorset. 7637535 

�

XVS950 MIDNIGHT STAR

2011, 3355 miles, 12 months MOT, 

FSH, Excellent condition. Check the 

photos, ask any questions. I am 

open to offers. £4200, Tel 

07478277285, Somerset. 7638455 

�

GS1000 E 1980, 28000 miles, 

Superb standard condition, must 

be seen. US import now UK 

registered, MOT til August. Ready 

to ride. £3500, Tel 01993 840943, 

Oxfordshire. 7638304 

BIKE Bb customs virago 1995, 

29000 miles, M.O.T. Taxed 

Immaculate condition many extra's 

must be seen. £5400, Tel 01543 

459225 or 07814365353, 

Staffordshire. 7637982 

XV535 VIRAGO 1997, 9200 miles, 

Immac condition, all original. New 

tyres, battery, carbs cleaned, runs 

perfectly. Screen & sissy bar. 

£2100, Tel 08715591428, 

London. 7637347 

XJ6 2013, 2757 miles, In new 

condition - only dry miles! extras 

include: seat cowl, tail tidy & alloy 

front pegs! bargain!. £3800, Tel 

01271267329 or 07960938897, 

Combe Martin, Devon. 7637691 

V-MAX 1997, 12000 miles, 1997 V 

MAX. GETTING TOO OLD! PLEASE 

CONTACT ME IF YOU WISH TO 

LOOK. MANY ADDED EXTRA 

PARTS. £8500, Tel 07973427974, 

Derby. 7638207 

XJR1300 SP 1999, 16800 miles, 

The bike is in very good clean 

condition for her year, and has very 

low mileage. Brand new mot. 

£2300, Tel 07971564124, 

Kenilworth Warwickshire. 7637414 

YBR125 2013, 2126 miles, Bike is a 

great runner. 2126 miles done. Cat 

C. Electric start. Full service 

history. 2 keys. £1200, Tel 

07896572444, United 

Kingdom. 7637933 

XV1900 RAIDER 2008, 6400 

miles, Self serviced by myself 

recent new tyres taxed until end of 

May 2015 . MOT March 16 . Tall 

screen ,. £6900, Tel 07969785451, 

Cleveland. 7637573 

YBR125 CUSTOM 2011, 4623 miles, 

Great little learner/commuter, 

stable and safe, low milage, and 

fun to ride. MOT due 17/12/2015. 

£1500, Tel 07966233859, Appley 

Bridge, Lancashire. 7637847 

XJR1300 SP 2000, 6521 miles, 

Very low mileage XJR1300SP. 1 

previous owner to me. Reluctant 

sale due to life changes. £3350, Tel 

07713047205 or 01933 622227, East 

Northants. 7638334 

XJ6 DIVERSION XJ 6 2011, 4440 

miles, MOT oct 15, heated grips, givi 

rack ,garaged, was record as cat D 

by first owner,all repaired,. £3450, 

Tel 07860553920, 

Nuneaton. 7637824 

NORMANDY 
LA MOTTE 

BIKE FRIENDLY B&B
Secure covered parking

PHONE BILL OR CAROL
0033-233-510084

www.lamottebandb.fr

Three bedroom & Two bedroom 
apartments

O Ripon, north Yorkshire. Gateway to
the Dales & Yorkshire moors etc. 

O May special Offer £290 per week for
a 3 bed apt and £280 for a 2 bed apt. 

O 2 mins walk from bars and restaurants

O private car park with bike security

O Bikers welcome, we are a biking
family ourselves!

Tel for more info. Karen 07528 694880

requires experienced

OWNER RIDERS  

FOR BUSY CENTRAL 

LONDON COURIER 

COMPANY
Minimum & Distance Work. 

xda job allocation. 
Weekly BAC’s Payment

0207 685 1112

WEBUYALL
BIKES.24/7

BEST CASH 
PRICES PAID 24/7

08458-601122
webuyallbikes@mail.com

WEBUYALL
BIKES.24/7

BEST CASH 
PRICES PAID 24/7

08458-601122
webuyallbikes@mail.com

NW FRANCE

Bikers Retreat at Le Haut Genet

Catered farmhouse with Biker Barn 

www.lehautgenetbikers.com

Telephone: Mick and Ruth 
07976 641034

Ready to buy your bike.  

Free nationwide pick up.  

Cash paid

02079890708  
or 07960312020

www.sellanybike.com

ALL BIKES 

WANTED
Cash paid, Will collect,

Friendly professional service, 
Finance settled,

Approx valuation by phone,
Contact Norman

07747 810259
www.hythehillmotorcycles.co.uk BLACK FOREST, GERMANY

Pension Williams

Small 
English run 
hotel - just 5 
minutes from 
the famous 
B500.
Relax, unwind 

and ride some wonderful roads.

www.pension-williams.com 
e-mail: info@pension-williams.de
Tel: 0049 7842 2853

XJ6 SP 2013, 1700 miles, Virtually 

as new condition. One owner from 

new, fully serviced. Balance of 

warranty to July 2015. £4200, Tel 

07855393719, London. 7637710 

TZ125 Racer 1997, Rare ex-Dennis 

Trollope Team bike one of only 3. 

Just serviced by Dennis for 2015. 

43BHP Retiring. £6500, Tel 

01225358061, Bristol. 7638393 

WR250R 2008, 4586 miles, Good 

condition. Very low mileage. 

Standard bike. 2 keys. Valid MOT. 2 

owners. £2650, Tel 07870 124635, 

Surrey. 7637871 

Motorcycle technician/mechanic 

wanted in Heathrow Fully qualified or 

semi skilled to work on all makes and 

models, experience preferred . Good 

salary to right applicant. Please call us 

on 0208 890 5454 or e-mail current CV 

with covering letter to 

COOPERIZED@VIRGINMEDIA.COM.
�

1000Õs more

bikes for sale at

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

Check out

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

for over 10,000 
motorcycles for sale

TDM900 WANTED REALISTIC PRICE 

PAID FOR LOW MILEAGE BIKE. WE 

HAVE CASH WAITING. WILL COLLECT. 

FOR DETAILS CALL CHRIS AT VALUE 

BIKE CENTRE 01953 857881

Bikes go faster 
at

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

BIKER 
FRIENDLY

TRIKES & 
SIDECARS

CLASSIC & 
VINTAGE

YAMAHA

ACCOMMODATION

ROAD RACING

0844  

409  

7587
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www.hagon-shocks.co.uk
SHOCK ABSORBERS

SPARES

KAWASAKI

2-12 Bath Road, Bristol, BS4 3DR
www.fowlers.co.uk

EUROPE’S LARGEST GENUINE PARTS STOCKIST

e: spares@fowlers.co.uk

SPARES 
BY MAIL ORDER
 Same day dispatch!

0117 972 5597

IN SURREY

CALL 020 8399 7449
FOR ALL YOUR HONDA NEEDS

Most service items reduced

312-320 Ewell Road, Tolworth, Surrey

www.honda-tippetts.co.uk

AUTOCOM 
DEALER

GIVI
DEALER

HONDA PARTS IN LONDON AND THROUGHOUT UK!
ALL HONDA PARTS MOTORCYCLE,

MOTOCROSS & POWER EQUIPMENT

www.robinhoodharleydavidson.com

Harley-Davidson® is one of the most iconic 
motorcycle brands in the world and we 
have a rare and exciting opportunity for an 
enthusiastic and passionate Motorcycle Sales 
Specialist at our brand new, flagship store in 
Nottingham. Robin Hood Harley-Davidson® 
is part of Autoworld PLC, the region’s most 
forward thinking customer focused motor 
dealer group.

You will already be working within a sales 
environment and have a proven track record 
of success. The role requires regular weekend 
work and a full motorcycle license.

To apply and more information
If you are interested in this role please email 
your C.V. to hr@autoworld.co.uk and include  
code ‘RHSS15’ as a reference.

Sales Specialist 

ORDER ONLINE, OR CALL:

01728 833020
www.davidsilverspares.co.uk
sales@davidsilverspares.co.uk

s  1000’s of NOS parts, many rare/obsolete

s  Reproduction parts for your 60’s-90’s Honda

s  Searches conducted if not in stock

Vintage Honda parts specialist
since
1986

PARTS ACCESSORIES & ESSENTIAL LUBRICANTS FUEL TUBE GIFT IDEAS

187 St James’s Road, Croydon, Surrey CR0 2BZ

Call 0208 689 2341
www.inmoto.com   Email: spares@inmoto.com  

SPARES
fast and friendly service

Ignition stator repairs for vintage and modern road & off road bikes.

Rewound to heavier duty. Regulators supplied.  

Fast, friendly service.

www.westcountrywindings.co.uk
Unit 6 & 7 Kingstons Farm, Matching Green, Harlow, Essex CM17 ORB

Tel: 01279 731172

 THE IGNITION

REPAIR

SPECIALIST

 VAPOUR BLASTING SERVICE NOW AVAILABLE

GET IT WITHGET IT WITHThe BEST 
place to buy  
biking  kit!

SITUATIONS VACANT

ELECTRICS

20
YEARS

SERVICE

ABC
2345

SHOW PLATES
  from £9.95

  + £2.00 P&P

Standard Plates
7x5.5, 7x5, 6x4.5, 10x2.5, 9x3, 9x2 ..................£9.95
8x6 Plates.......................................................£11.95
Any other size cut to order ............................+ £1.00
Names or Slogans .........................................+ £1.50
Borders (black) ........ + £1.00 ...... Colour ......+ £2.00
Smoked Plates ..............................................+ £2.00
Honeycomb backings ....................................+ £3.00
Custom Lettered Plates .................................+ £2.00
Polycarb (off road) Plates ....................... from £10.00
Black and Silver acrylic plates ........................£11.95
Black and Chrome acrylic plates .....................£13.95
U.S. Style Harley Plates
8.5x5 or 7x4.5 inc. border, slogan & reg date ..£14.95

Credit card orders on

01254 663213
or send cheques or postal orders to

AUTO REG
357 Preston New Rd Blackburn BB2 7AA

PLEASE NOTE: We no longer manufacture ROAD LEGAL PLATES

www.autoreg.net
EXPRESS SERVICE + £2.00

 Main Dealer
Stockist for tyres
DUNLOP, AVON, 
BRIDGESTONE, 

PIRELLI, METZELER, 
MICHELIN

Ride In Ride Out Service

TUBELESS PUNCTURE

REPAIRS

BATTERIES, BRAKE PADS,

CHAINS, SPROCKETS, 

ALL FITTING AVAILABLE

MOT TESTING AND 

SERVICING ON MOST 

MAKES OF MOTORCYCLES

RUSSELL MOTORS
125/127 FALCON ROAD,

BATTERSEA, LONDON SW11 2PE

TEL: 020 7228 1714

Established 1977

We stock a huge range of 
nuts, bolts, washers 

& screws in:
 CHROME 

 STAINLESS STEEL

Metric, Metric Fine, UNF, 
UNC, BA, BSF, WHIT & 
Cycle threads available

Email: info@custom-fasteners.co.uk

Order Online at:

www.custom-fasteners.co.uk

w w w. a a ro n r a d i a t o r. c o. u k

5 4  W h i t e h o r s e  L a n e,  L o n d o n  S E 2 5  6 R Q
w w w. a a ro n r a d i a t o r. c o. u k

Est. 1962

Radiators &
Oil-Coolers
New or repaired

Modern / Classic / Vintage
National Service

SANDY BIKE SPARES 
New Stainless Steel 

Replacement Exhausts 
and Downpipes 

AVAILABLE FOR HONDA KAWASAKI 

SUZUKI YAMAHA FROM £99.99

CALL US ON 01234 871009 
www.sandybikespares.co.uk 

OPEN MON-FRI 9am - 5pm

TYRES, 
SERVICING

MOTs, SPARES

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

CHASBIKES 
LTD

TYRES, 
SERVICING

MOTs, SPARES
IN CENTRAL LONDON

020 7582 7878

MOTOLINER LTD
Same Day Frame, Fork
and Yoke Straightening

Cast wheels
repaired from £55

11 Yewtree Industrial Estate
Mill Hall, Aylesford, Kent ME20 7ET

www.motoliner.com
(01622) 790705

A personal service for 
motorcycle servicing, 

MOTs & repairs
APRILIA  BMW  DUCATI  HONDA  KAWASAKI  

KTM  SUZUKI  TRIUMPH  YAMAHA  ETC

£99 winter eco service 
See website for details

Tel: 01474 833553
www.bbsmotorcycles.co.uk

01484 353 600

0845 485 0077

www.motorworks.co.uk

VISORS

PINLOCK

www.ridersofshore.com

Call now on 

01481 728300 

SHOCK REBUILDING
www.allbikeengineering.co.uk

RK SALES

0208 293 5335

THE IMAGE WORKS
 motorcycle graphics

X Pattern Graphics 
X Latest Race Replicas 
X One-Offs 
X 20 YEARS experience 
X Insurance Approved 
X Country’s BIGGEST database 
X The Professionals choice
All decals are digitally printed onto

one layer of quality vinyl.
CREDIT / DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

0115 9443111
WWW.THE-IMAGE-WORKS.CO.UK

FORK

STANCHIONS
www.allbikeengineering.co.uk

RK SALES

0208 293 5335

TEL 0118 9574 577
e-mail: sales@revolutioncustom.co.uk

www.revolutioncustompaint.co.uk

BURGHFIELD BRIDGE IND. ESTATE, GREEN LANE, READING RG30 3XN

PAINTWORK TO ORIGINAL SPEC
CUSTOM DESIGN

CRASH HELMETS, ALL REPAIRS, 
PLASTIC WELDING, TANK REPAIRS

genuine spare 

parts

BIKERS WORLD

Solus Aprilia dealer for all 

your Aprilia spares.

(Mail Order)

East Grinstead

01342 325955
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BRAKE DISC
www.allbikeengineering.co.uk

RK SALES

0208 293 5335

ACCELERATION MOTORCYCLE 

COLLECTION AND DELIVERY 

Nationwide, competitive rates, 

Accommodate all bikes. Full Insured. 

Call Acceleration 07774 964386 

�

CYCLE SPRAYS THE ULTIMATE 

PAINTWORK REPAIRS, RACE 

REPLICAS, CUSTOM PAINT AND 

HELMETS. WWW.CYCLESPRAYS.COM

01483275258 SURREY
�

CHROME RESTORATION VINTAGE - 

CLASSIC & CUSTOM BIKES. FOR 

FRIENDLY ADVICE CONTACT 

CENTRAL ENGINEERING 

WWW.CHROMERESTORATIONSPECIALIST.CO.UK 

�

TRIUMPH NEW/USED PARTS/ 

ACCESSORIES HINCKLEY MODELS. 

SPRINT MANUFACTURING 

WWW.TRIUMPHPARTS.CO.UK 01985 

850821
�

MOTORCYCLE 
TRANSPORTATION

FRAME 
STRAIGHTENING

CHROME 
PLATING

SHOCK 
ABSORBERS

NUTS AND 
BOLTS

NUMBER
PLATES

HELMET & 
VISORS

SPARES

SERVICES

PAINTWORK

DECALS

TYRES

RADIATORS

FORKS

EXHAUSTS

BRAKE DISCS

Bikers...
Take our 
Car insurance 
price challenge! 

1

UK opening hours: Mon–Fri 8am–8pm, Sat 9am–5pm, Sun 10am–4pm. 

1 Terms and Conditions apply, minimum premium and age restrictions apply. Call for details or visit www.carolenash.com/forbikersonly-terms-and-conditions. 

2 Source: The survey was conducted by Mortar – sample size 3,000, the research was conducted across Sept and Oct 2014.

Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, fi rm reference no. 307243. 

Carole Nash is a trading style of Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd, registered in England and Wales no. 2600841.

carolenash.com / insidebikes @insidebikes

Bikers make safer drivers2, so we guarantee to 

beat your Car insurance renewal premium1.

0800 116 4594
You can only get this offer by calling!

Six Wheel Multi-Bike Off Road Custom Future Classic Classic Vintage



www.motorcyclenews.com/digital

I NSURANC E #MCNWednesday  |   22 April 2015   |  63

WE cover your mate’s bike when 
YOU ride it - FREE of charge on us!**

Included with your bike policy

Opening hours: Mon - Fri 8am - 8pm, Sat 9am - 5pm, Sun 10am - 4pm.  

†DNA+ protection system, terms and conditions apply - carolenash.com/dna-terms-and-conditions.  

*Terms and conditions apply, visit carolenash.com/visor-cleaning-kit-terms-and-conditions. New business Modern, Classic and Six Wheel quotes.**Rider Cover: Both bikes must have comprehensive cover, terms and conditions apply - carolenash.com/rider-terms-and-conditions. 

Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, firm reference no. 307243. Carole Nash is a trading style of Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd, registered in England and Wales no. 2600841.

�������������
2013

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

2014

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

OFFER EXTENDED! Call and quote ‘VISOR’ to get this offer

�� �UK & European breakdown and accident recovery, 

including Homestart assistance worth over £100

�� �Up to £100,000 legal expenses cover in the event  

of an accident which is not your fault

�� �RIDER** - FREE accidental damage cover 

when riding other bikes

��Free DNA+ protection system worth £30†

��Plus many more benefits 2015

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

FREE
  

Visor Cleaning Kit  

w
ith every Bike quote! *



www.motorcyclenews.com

I NSURANC EBUYING&SELLING64
INSURANCE

Freephone:

0800 954 9842
Online quotes at: www.bwzz.co.uk

For all your insurance needs - bike, car, van, multi-vehicle, home & travel

O� The best policy at the best price

O� We search over 30 insurance companies

O� FREE Breakdown Cover

O� FREE legal protection

O� Instant cover and instalments

O� �FREE Helmet & Leathers Cover
 including Personal Accident Cover

Proud sponsors
of the new 2015

Be Wiser
Kawasaki

British Superbike
Team

Bike
Insurance
Be Wiser... Save Money

Call one of our friendly team for a quote:

mcebikes.com

0844 338 68 16

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
8.30am - 9pm Mon - Fri, 
9am - 5pm Sat & 10am - 4pm Sun 
Open Bank holidays: 9am - 5.30pm

Or visit us at:

UK’S NO.1
BIKE
INSURER*

*Rated top UK Motorcycle Insurer 
  on Review Centre in 2015.
  

A fresh 
approach to 

insurance

Call us FREE on:

0808 168 3759*

Find out more at www.principalinsurance.co.uk

Now available in 

Republic of Ireland

Call us FREE on:

1800 945 946*

www.principalinsurance.ie

Principal Insurance is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.  
Calls may be recorded for training and monitoring purposes.  
*Calls are free from a landline, mobile providers may charge.

Principal Insurance Ltd, Dalton House,  
Dane Rd, Sale, Manchester M33 7AR. 

Get a quote at 0844 409 7587

WE cover your mate’s bike when 
YOU ride it - FREE of charge on us!**

Included with your bike policy FREE
  

Visor Cleaning Kit  

w
ith every Bike quote! *

*Terms and conditions apply, visit carolenash.com/visor-cleaning-kit-terms-and-conditions. New business Modern, Classic and Six Wheel quotes. **Rider Cover: Both bikes must have comprehensive cover, terms and conditions apply 

- carolenash.com/rider-terms-and-conditions. †DNA+ protection system, terms and conditions apply - carolenash.com/dna-terms-and-conditions. Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial 

Conduct Authority, firm reference no. 307243. Carole Nash is a trading style of Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd, registered in England and Wales no. 2600841.

�� �UK & European breakdown and accident recovery, 
including Homestart assistance worth over £100

�� �Up to £100,000 legal expenses cover in the event 
of an accident which is not your fault

�� �RIDER** - FREE accidental damage  
cover when riding other bikes

�� Free DNA+ protection system worth £30†

�� Plus many more benefits

3 0
T H

 B I R T H D A Y

2013

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

2014

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

2015

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

�������������
OFFER EXTENDED! Call and quote ‘VISOR’ to get this offer
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*  All offers are subject to their own individual terms and conditions which can be found by visiting www.bennetts.co.uk/exclusives-tcs. Full details can be found when you purchase a policy, register and log in to www.bennetts.co.uk/rewards. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct 

Authority. Bennetts is a trading name of BISL Limited. Registered in England (No.3231094). Registered address: Pegasus House, Bakewell Road, Orton Southgate, Peterborough, PE2 6YS.

UPGRADE YOUR RIDE NOW

CALL 0800 107 0786

VISIT BENNETTS.CO.UK

5-star cover with exclusive 

offers as standard*  

MAKE RIDING  
EVEN MORE 
REWARDING

bennetts.co.uk

Bennetts Exclusives*

Handpicked by riders,  

for riders

As a Bennetts customer you can get all 

these exclusive offers and much more!

25% off Muc-Off

Up to 75% off Stenaline ferry 

crossings to Holland

15 months’ warranty cover for the 

price of 12 from Warranty Direct

Free Dunlop tyre gauge worth  

£25 when you buy Dunlop tyres

We search a panel of specially selected insurers 

16 of the most common modifications covered as standard

UK-based specialists on call 24/7

Defaqto 5 star rated – it’s cover you can trust
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The giant roadside posters of Michael 
van der Mark that were on display 
near Assen were emblazoned with the 
saying: ‘Michael is our Trump Card.’ A 
massive build up for any 22-year-old 
rookie rider at his home round, his first 
visit there on a WSB bike and racing 
in front of a massive 52,000 weekend 
crowd – just in case he wasn’t feeling 
the pressure already.

Even for a two-time Suzuka 8-Hour 

He in fact ended up with a pair of 
podiums, and became the first Dutch 
rider ever to score a top three in WSB, 
sending his legion of passionate coun-
trymen and women wild.

Van der Mark’s achievement of not 

Michael van der Mark shows the Brits that they won’t have it all their 
own way in 2015 with history-making double podium

‘I do not know why it 
was me to get on the 
podium today but I 
always want to win’

MICHAEL VAN DER MARK

race winner, 2014 World Supersport 
champion, and previous Superstock 
600 series winner, this was a new level.

But ‘Magic Mikey’ knew that at his 
home track at least, he was on a po-
tentially winning bike.

“The Fireblade has worked really 
well at Assen in the past couple of 
years,” said van der Mark. “I was quite 
confident knowing this and from the 
first session on it was fast. We did not 
change much during the weekend. We 
knew Jonathan’s pace was incredibly 
fast here and we did not really know if 
we could do the same, but I had a good 
feeling. From Superpole on I had a feel-
ing we could fight for the podium.” 
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LOCAL BOY 
DELIVERS THE GOODS

just one podium finish, but two, can be 
put in perspective by the fact that his 
team-mate is the reigning world cham-
pion Sylvain Guintoli, who claimed 
eighth and seventh. He is also the first 
non-British rider to step onto the po-
dium so far in 2015, and he’s riding the 
lesser-fancied top Honda.

His home podium double is also a 
landmark in a career of a rider who is a 
child of the WSB paddock and Ten Kate 
Racing all the way from the beginning. 
It has been obvious to paddock insiders 
that VDM has been a bit special from 
the start.

“I do not know why it was me to get 
on the podium today but I always want 
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OLD DOG ROSSI 
BITES MARQUEZ 
IN ARGENTINA

p82

GORDON RITCHIEGORDON RITCHIE
AT ASSEN
WSB 
REPORTER



‘It is quite amazing 
what he has shown 

us. He is fully 
impressing me’

RONALD TEN KATE

TEAM PRINCIPAL PATA HONDA

EXPERT OPINION 
RONALD TEN KATE
TEAM PRINCIPAL PATA HONDATEAM PRINCIPAL PATA HONDA

EXPERT OPINION 
RONALD TEN KATE

ALEX LOWES 

VOLTCOM 

CRESCENT SUZUKI

R1: DNF, R2: 9TH

“It’s our 
first top 
10 with the new 
electronics system 
which is positive, 
especially as no-one 
else crashed”

LEON CAMIER 

MV AGUSTA 

REPARTO CORSE

R1: 10TH, R2: 10TH

“We made 
massive 
progress, there are 
a lot of positives. 
They threw some 
manpower at the 
electronics and it 
seemed to work”

KYLE SMITH 

PATA HONDA WSS

3RD

“I knew all 
weekend 
that Kenan and 
Jules were a little bit 
faster and that I may 
struggle to hold the 
pace. Two podiums 
now, so that’s not 
bad at all”

GINO REA 

CIA LANDLORDS 

INSURANCE HONDA

14TH

“We had 
a similar 
problem to round 
two where the en-
gine wouldn’t rev 
out. It got worse and 
I had to pull over on 
the straight because 
I was scared some-
body would hit me 
from behind”

BRIT WATCH
ASSEN                                     19/04/2015

Jonathan Rea 

50 points at Assen

Riding masterclass gives 

Rea another double win 

Chaz Davies

40 points at Assen

Best of the rest, Davies 

made Rea work for wins

Leon Haslam

26 points at Assen

Front tyre issues meant 

Leon lost out on podium 

1

2

3

WSB

TOP SPEEDS

CHAMPIONSHIP TOP 10 LAPS LED AT ASSEN CHAMPIONSHIP TOP 3

FINAL POSITIONS FINAL POSITIONS FINAL POSITIONS

WSB TOP SPEEDS

FASTEST TIMES

LAPS LED THIS SEASON

POSITIONS

1’34.789
Sykes, Superpole

Biggest gainers R1 (grid v finish)

Biggest gainers R2

Riders after 4 rounds Top 3 Manufacturer

RACE 1 RACE 2 SUPERSPORT

188.4
VD MARK

MPH

186.29 mph

188.4mph

182.75mph

182.25 mph

181.75 mph

180.76mph

VD Mark

REA KAWASAKI

Guintoli

SYKES APRILIA

Haslam

DUCATI

Rea

Davies

Sykes

WSS 163.54mph (Jacobsen)

■  Length: 2.822 miles
■  Corners: 17 - 6 left/11 right
■  Track conditions: 
Dry. Race 1: 9°C air, 
15°C track. 
Race 2: 13°C air, 
20°C track

CHAMPIONSHIP DASHBOARD

WSB RESULTS

30 190

12 140

135

1  Rea
 Kawasaki

2  Davies
 Ducati

3  VD Mark
 Honda

4  Haslam
 Aprilia

5  Sykes
 Kawasaki

1  Rea
 Kawasaki

2  Davies
 Ducati

3  VD Mark
 Honda

4  Haslam
 Aprilia

5  Sykes
 Kawasakii

WSB

WSS

SUPERSTOCK 
1000

1’35.889
(Rea)

1’38.184
(Cluzel)

1’37.594
(Savadori)

Q�Rea Q Sykes Q�Davies 
Q�Haslam Q�VD Mark

WSS RESULTS

1 Rea GBR 33’48.898

2 Davies GBR +1.098

3 VD Mark NED +4.140

4 Haslam GBR +4.517

5 Sykes GBR +6.140

6 Torres ESP +11.007

7 Fores ESP +15.029

8 Guintoli FRA +17.718

9 Terol ESP +22.706

10 Camier GBR +22.867

11 Mercado ARG +29.884

12 Baiocco ITA +36.816

13 Ramos ESP +37.190

14 Salom ESP +46.675

15 Canepa ITA +1’14.271

16 Ponsson FRA +1’14.296

17 Barragan ESP  +1’15.979

18 Rizmayer HUN + 1 lap

1 Rea GBR 190

2 Haslam GBR 140

3 Davies GBR 123

4 Sykes GBR 88

5 Torres ESP 83

6 Guintoli FRA 65

7 VD Mark NED 60

8 Terol ESP 48

9 Baiocco ITA 48

10 Mercado ARG 45

1 Rea GBR 33’51.013

2 Davies GBR +0.439

3 VD Mark NED +2.831

4 Haslam GBR +2.992

5 Sykes GBR +6.508

6 Torres ESP +7.092

7 Guintoli FRA +11.190

8 Fores ESP +15.636

9 Lowes GBR +16.402

10 Camier GBR +18.505

11 Baiocco ITA +21.4599

12 Badovini ITA +21.977

13 Salom ESP +22.082

14 Mercado ARG +22.928

15 Ramos ESP +41.801

16 Ponsson FRA +1’06.835

17 Alviz ESP  +1 lap

18 Rizmayer HUN + 1 lap

1 Sofuoglu TUR 29’44.434

2 Cluzel FRA +0.879

3 Smith GBR +0.908

4 Jacobsen USA +3.413

5 Rolfo ITA +13.968

6 Zanetti ITA +15.093

7 Mahias FRA +18.921

8 Faccani ITA +22.948

9 Baldolini ITA +27.274

10 Russo ITA +27.354

11 Cardenas COL +27.488

12 Menghi ITA +32.056

13 Schmitter SUI  +44.517

14 Rea GBR +47.587

15 Morciano ITA +1’01.998

16 Clarke GBR +1’02.051

17 Calero ESP  +1’15.837

18 Iturrioz ARG +1 lap

19 Wilairot THA +2 laps

Pos Rider Nat     Race time

Pos Rider Nat     Points

Pos Rider Nat     Race time Pos Rider Nat     Race time

2

2

2

2

1

1

1

1

4

4

24

19

105

9 5
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‘From Superpole 
on I had a feeling 
we could fight for 

the podium’
MICHAEL VAN DER MARK MICHAEL HAS 

STEPPED UP 
TO THE MARK
There are many reasons why Pata 
Honda should be more relieved than 
happy to take a podium at home this 
time around.

Before their rookie signing 
Michael van der Mark wicked it up 
in Assen, the season had not been 
living up to the expectations that 
Honda had of life under the new 
2015 technical rules. So their podium 
for van der Mark, even at home, 
was nobody’s certainty, but it did 
salvage their pride.

Even Suzuki beat Honda to 
the new era podium places in 
Thailand with Alex Lowes, so VDM’s 
hard-charging on a bike that still 
lacks relative pace was not to be 
underestimated.

It even blew away a man who has 
been used to seeing amazing displays 
from his riders in the past, Ronald 
Ten Kate.

Through the masses of Dutch me-
dia around him, RTK said, “Michael 
is massively stepping up to the plate. 
We know that he is a very talented 
guy and has it all in him to become 
a very good WSB rider.”

It is the pace of his advance from 
potential to actual podium finisher 
that has most impressed Ten Kate. 
“His learning curve is very, very 
steep and it is quite amazing what 
he has shown us. So despite the fact 
that I do rate him highly, he is fully 
impressing me. I am almost beyond 
words how well he fills the role of 
superbike rider already.”

to win really bad,Ó said Michael. ÒAfter 
Australia, Thailand and Aragon we had 
some real difficulties, and that made 
me more angry to fight for it as much 
as possible. We showed in Australia we 
could fight for a podium. If we have a 
good track for the bike we can finish 
on the podium.Ó

Possibly the biggest reason that VDM 
has made the step up is not just talent, 
but the kind of determination that 
has made him a two-time champion, 
even before he got on a superbike of 
his own. Winning races is one thing, 
but winning titles requires building a 
rock hard mentality to win.

Van der Mark agrees: ÒIn your head 

it is a good bonus,Ó he said in the Assen 
press room. ÒIf you know you can win 
and you have some good results in the 
past the feeling is much better. That is 
one of the main reasons.Ó

What sets him apart from some 
others, despite his languid and quiet 
delivery of words, is his utter determi-
nation, his hunger to do well, a core-
deep desire to beat the other guy. ÒIt 
is a natural thing and it is also trained 
into me by my trainer. He is always 
pushing me to the limit and says that 
if I want to win I have to keep pushing 
to the end. He always says you have to 
finish really strong and today I think 
we really showed it.Ó
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The Jonathan Rea Dutch masterclass 
rolled into Assen last weekend, like it 
has done before, and once again left 
with two masterpieces to cement his 
ongoing domination of the 2015 World 
Superbike championship. 

Every one of his previous five vic-
tories at Assen have come in Honda 
colours, but this time it was onboard 
the factory Kawasaki ZX-10R that he 
did his winning.

He didn’t win Superpole and he had 
to fight hard in race two, but he still 
proved to be peerless when it counted.

The biggest problems posed to Rea 
before and during the weekend was 

rently riding with something in hand.
“I could see it was only Chaz going 

with me in race two and I wanted to 
have a gap so there would be no big 
lunge from him,” said Rea. “With three 
laps to go I put my head down and it 
was enough to go clear.”

In the post race press conference, 

Kawasaki man lives up to the hype and then some with a stunning double win

‘There was a lot of 
pressure on me 

coming here. This 
one feels special’

JONATHAN REA

living with the massive expectation 
that was heaped upon him given his 
pace so far in 2015 and his almost peer-
less record at the Dutch track.

“There was a lot of pressure on me 
coming here, everyone talking about 
how Assen was my circuit, so I am just 
happy to deliver,” said Rea. “This one 
feels very special.”

His double win means that he has 
now won six out of the opening eight 
races since switching from Honda to 
join Kawasaki. In both races he seemed 
able to up the pace at will, motoring 
away at an unchallengeable speed from 
Davies in the final laps of both races.

A new lap record of 1m 35.889s on 
lap 20 of race one ensured Davies could 
not get close enough. Rea is a man cur-

With Davies (7) providing 

the only real threat to 

Rea, the Kawasaki man 

broke the lap record to 

maintain his lead

REA’S ASSEN MASTE

By Gordon Ritchie

WSB REPORTER

WSB DOMINATION

Sykes fnds speed but not race pace
Winning Superpole 

was sweet for Tom 

Sykes at Assen, 

especially as it was 

his 25th, but two 

fifth places at Assen, even after 

leading for a time, were not 

enough for the 2013 champion.

“There have been some 

limitations at the start of the 

season and there is no-one as 

disappointed as me. Race two 

was a step in the right direction. 

I felt comfortable and we were 

able to lead. But all the time I 

was leading I knew there was 

only so much I could do. We are 

missing a bit of rear grip and that 

really makes me suffer on corner 

entry and mid-turn. I really tried a 

number of things for the race but 

there is no substitute for grip.

“On the whole we definitely 

had a better performance in 

qualifying and slightly better race 

day than we have had all year,” 

said Sykes. “Not fantastic but it is 

a long season.”
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‘It took Melandri 
half-a-season to 

get the kind of 
results Haslam’s 

been posting’
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some commentators said that his wins 
looked easy. It was a concept that 
brought forth a wry grin from Rea. 

“I am pushing hard on every single 
lap, believe me,” he said. “I have a great 
bike; it is a championship bike and I do 
not need to prove that,” he declared. 
“The riders before have proved that. 
The package is very stable from lap 
one to lap 21. I can ride and think 
about brake points, apex points and 
go. I had time to think about what I 
was doing in the first race, but in the 
second when I was in the group it was 
a little bit harder to concentrate and 
do what I wanted to do because there 
are different lines going on. When I 
can do my thing and do my lines then 
I can be fast.”

WSB REPORTER

OPINION 
GORDON RITCHIE

REA WON’T 
HAVE IT ALL
HIS OWN WAY
None of the top riders wanted to 
speak about the points gap that has 
already opened up between Rea 
and the rest in WSB, but the facts 
are stark enough: he has a 50-point 
lead, that’s two whole races.

He has been so potent that even 
the Aprilia of Leon Haslam has been 
wilting under the pressure with 
so many niggly issues to deal with 
while Rea has been finding just op-
portunities with his 2015 bike, and 
few problems.

Right now Davies is the man who 
looks closest to overhauling Rea. 
He’s done it once, which is not so 
much when you consider Rea has 
six wins and Davies just the one, 
but the first ray of light for Ducati, 
Aprilia or anybody else to look for 
is that when Davies beat Rea, the 
Ulsterman had no answer for him. 
He can be beaten after all!

And even through Rea sweet-

Leon Haslam is still the rider closest 
to Jonathan Rea in the championship 
standings, but at Assen he and his 
team never quite found a solution to 
front end tyre wear on his Aprilia, and 
problems in making quick changes 
of direction.

At a track like Assen, which is all 
front end and big direction changes, 
his two fourth places were doubly 
hard fought.

Far from going hunting for Rea, 
Haslam could not stay with Davies, 
and he was even roughed up to lose a 
podium in race two at the final chi-
cane. “It was a hard pass from van der 
Mark,” said Haslam, showing off a big 
tyre mark on his leathers. “I could 
not really enter corners as I wanted 
to. We also had front tyre issues in 

each race on the last five or six laps. 
I expected to be on the podium here 
so that is a little disappointing but I 
do not think I could have done much 
more with the front tyre problems 
we have had.”

talking his Kawasaki into another 
two wins when he needed them, late 
on in each Assen race, Davies had 
been with him almost all the way.

And we should not give up on 
Haslam, even though he had a 
tough Assen after a slightly diffi-
cult Aragon. It took Marco Melandri 
half-a-season on the Aprilia to get 
the kind of results Haslam has been 
posting, and Leon still has to make 
that final happy breakthrough to a 
perfect personal set-up that made 
Melandri the best rider in the second 
half of last season.

So fear not, the season may be 
going all Rea’s way right now, but 
I guarantee you there will be wins 
for other riders this year. 

Rea had the relative novelty of his 
team-mate Tom Sykes being in front 
for a long while in race two, but he 
knew he would be passing him sooner 
or later.

He did not want to get into analysis 
of why Sykes is comparatively strug-
gling on a bike that suits Rea down to 
the ground, but he eventually said: 
“Watching him ride he doesn’t adapt 
his style so much from the start of the 
race to the end of the race. So when the 
tyre drops he still tries to go in tight, 
with tight lines. He’s really difficult 
to pass in the early stages because he 
is so fast. When the tyre drops you 
cannot ride his style. From where I 
was sitting in race two that is what 
it looks like.”

Assen’s high-speed direction changes 

punished Haslam’s front tyre

If Haslam gets his way, Rea’s 

dominance will come to an end

‘I felt the limit of 
the bike today. We 
just need to keep 

going for race wins’
CHAZ DAVIES

HASLAM’S FRONT END WOES 
PREVENT ASSEN ATTACK

for other riders this year. 

If Haslam gets his way, Rea’s 

Welshman Chaz Davies and his factory 
Ducati may well be the only combina-
tion capable of taking the fight to Rea. 
But the inconvenient truth is that even 
when Davies is riding at the top of his 
game, Rea still appears able to move 
the game on a bit further.

In the last two rounds, Davies has 
shown he is the only guy who can 
live in Jonathan’s postcode. Davies 
explained: “Johnny is inch-perfect 
and has been all season so far. He is 
riding really well, I think he knows 
his limits, and he knows where he is 

at with it. He is a difficult man to get 
around, he knows what he can do, 
he sets his pace and that pace is very 
high. Johnny has always been very 
good here at Assen so to live with him 
and pressurise him until the end of 
the races is quite satisfying. We just 
missed that last little bit to be able to 
get on top of him, or have a stab at it, 
but I’m still happy.”

The question everyone is asking, 
however, is can Davies catch and beat 
him more often, as he did in race two 
at Aragon? The answer from Davies is 
affirmative.

“I think so because we are right 
there with him,” said Chaz. “We did 
it in Aragon through having good 
pace all race, and I did not have to race 
anybody there. But being in amongst 
it with Johnny, at a track like this, I 
was on the limit today and I felt the 
limit of the bike so I am happy. We 
just need to keep going for race wins.”

CHAZ DAVIES DUCATI’S 
NEW GREAT RED HOPE

Rea’s son Jake joins the Kawasaki squad to celebrate his dad’s double win

2
 S

N
A

P
 A

N
D

 G
O

L
D

 A
N

D
 G

O
O

S
E

Sykes (66) had the early pace, but then struggled with grip as his tyres faded
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‘The track was 
unpredictable and 
the riders struggled 
with the surface’
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Britain’s Chris Harris took his first 
Grand Prix podium for eight years as 
what should have been a proud night 
for speedway turned into an embar-
rassing shambles.

The series made its debut in Warsaw, 
capital of speedway-mad Poland, and 
53,000 packed the country’s national 
stadium for the event.

But the new Warsaw GP became one 
of the most farcical episodes in the 
history of a sport that is desperately 
trying to shake off an image as the poor 
relation of motorcycle racing.

Brit claims podium in farcical Warsaw GP

After a series of cock-ups left fans 
whistling at the lack of action on track, 
the meeting was abandoned at the half-
way stage. Points were awarded based 
on scores in the heats held so far and 
Harris’ seven points gave him second 
place behind Slovenia’s Matej Zagar.

After Friday’s practice session was 
cancelled because the riders declared 
the track unrideable, overnight reme-
dial work led to a rearranged session 
on Saturday morning. It was declared 
the meeting would go ahead, but the 
track was unpredictable and some of 
the world’s best riders struggled to deal 
with the inconsistent surface.

Things were compounded by an em-
barrassing starting tape malfunction 
that caused huge delays. The organisers 
had to resort to starting races when the 

HARRIS SHINES 
ON NIGHT OF 
RED FACES

Harris leads defending 

champ Hancock in one 

of the Warsaw heats 

that did go ahead

SPEEDWAY GP

green light went out, a first in 20 years 
of Grand Prix speedway. 

After just 12 of the planned 23 heats, 
the riders apparently converged in a 
private meeting. When they emerged, 
they are believed to have declared the 
track unsafe and refused to continue. 
Polish media also quoted riders as say-
ing they had agreed no t to speak out 
about the cause of the cancellation.

If Harris had spoken to the media, 
you suspect he would have said it 
was a bitter-sweet night for him. The 
Cornishman won the last of his three 
rides by sweeping past defending world 
champion Greg Hancock. Harris’ fel-
low Brit Tai Woffinden also manfully 
tackled the tricky track and his five 
points leave him fifth in the standings.

Harris deserved his place on the 

podium, as did ‘winner’ Zagar and 
third-placed man Jarek Hampel from 
Poland. The results should have left all 
three enjoying the fruits of success in 
front of the biggest speedway crowd 
anywhere in the world for 30 years.

Instead, all three looked bewildered 
as they didn’t know whether to spray 
the victory champagne or drown their 
sorrows in it. 

TONY HOARE

tony.hoare@motorcyclenews.com

IN WARSAW

SPEEDWAY REPORTER
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Suzuki Endurance Racing Team (SERT), 
the Japanese factory’s French endur-
ance specialists, have taken yet another 
win in the opening round of the 2015 
Endurance World Championship at Le 
Mans this weekend.

The squad of Vincent Philippe, 
Anthony Delhalle and Etienne 
Masson won the battle of attrition 
despite a slow start, staying on track 
and without problems while many of 
their opposition fell apart during the 
24-hour race.

Early race leaders were the 
British-based Honda Racing squad 
of Julien Da Costa, Freddy Foray and 
Sebastian Gimbert, but problems with 
the clutch, a heat exchanger and finally 
a gearbox dropped them down the grid 
before eventually forcing them to retire 
after 18 hours.

Second were the SRC Kawasaki team, 
led by former World Supersport cham-
pion Fabien Foret, despite the French-
man crashing in the opening hours. 

Privateer team Bollinger Kawasaki, 
with Isle of Man TT racer Horst Saiger 
onboard, came third.

Fellow TT rider Steve Mercer was the 
best of the Brits in 16th overall and 8th 
in the superstock class on the Volpkner 
BMW. They finished ahead of Prime 
Factors Racing, the all-British team of 
Gary Mason, Barry Burrell and Stefan 
Capella in 20th overall and 10th in class.

The Jackson Racing team of John 
McGuinness, Conor Cummins, and Dan 
Stewart were less fortunate, leaving the 
race at 1am with an engine problem. 
Scottish rider Jimmy Storrar was forced 
out of the race after just six hours with 
an oil leak on his R2CL Suzuki.

SUZUKI STAYS STRONG TO WIN LE MANS 24 HOURS

BRANDS HATCH         

 James Ellison: 
50 points

Took the lap record and 

his first double win 

Shane Byrne:
40 points

Best of the rest and no 

answer for Ellison 

 Josh Brookes:
32 points

Two more podiums 

despite undeveloped R1 

1

2

3

BSB

RACE TOP SPEEDS

CHAMPIONSHIP TOP 10 SUPERSPORT STANDINGS LAPS LED AT BRANDS

FINAL POSITIONS FINAL POSITIONS FINAL POSITIONS

BSB RACE TOP SPEEDS

FASTEST TIMES

LAPS LED THIS SEASON

POSITIONS

45.212
James Ellison Race 
two

Gains & losses (Grid v finish)

Biggest gainers R2

After2 rounds After 2  rounds Top

RACE 1 RACE 2 SUPERSPORT

EASTON

164.0mph

164.8mph

164.0mph

163.6mph

163.6mph

163.6mph

Easton

ELLISON

Laverty

Westmoreland

Hickman

Kiyonari

Byrne

Supersport 151.1mph

(Ryde)

CHAMPIONSHIP DASHBOARD

BSB RESULTS

57

1  Ellison
 Kawasaki

2  Byrne
 Kawasaki

3  Brookes
 Yamaha

4  Kiyonari
 BMW

5  O’Halloran
 Honda

1  Ellison
 Kawasaki

2  Byrne
 Kawasaki

3  Brookes
 Yamaha

4  Kiyonari
 BMW

5  Easton
 Kawasaki

BSB Qualify

BSS Qualify

SUPERSTOCK 
1000 Q

45.310
Ellison

46.242
Ryde

46.566
Elliott

Q�LinfootQ ByrneQ�Ellison

BSS RESULTS

1 Ellison GBR    +26Õ16.502

2 Byrne GBR + 1.368

3 Brookes AUS + 1.453

4 Kiyonari JPN  +1.479

5 OÕHalloran AUS +3.218

6 Easton GBR        +3.826

7 Mainwaring GBR       + 4.503

8 Parkes AUS         + 5.290

9 McConnell AUS + 6.401

10 Walker GBR   +7.091

11 Cooper GBR   + 7.151

12 Mossey GBR            +7.381

13 Laverty GBR +7.507

14 Buchan GBR + 7.628

15 Waters AUS  + 7.996

16 Jessopp GBR   + 8.113

17 Westmorelan GBR +8.255

18 Jackson GBR         + 11.307

1 Byrne GBR 85

2 Ellison GBR 79

3 Brookes AUS 58

4 Easton GBR 42

5 Linfoot GBR 33

6 Bridewell GBR 28

7 Kiyonari JPN 28

8 Hickman GBR 26

9 Iddon GBR 24

10 Walker GBR 23

1 Stapleford GBR 86

2 Dixon GBR 74

3 Ryde GBR 74

4 Irwin GBR 62

5 Wilson GBR 40

6 Collier GBR 28

7 Webb GBR 24

8 Reid GBR 22

9 Estment GBR 20

10 Rispoli GBR 20

1 Ellison GBR    +19Õ24.226

2 Byrne GBR + 0.356

3 Brookes AUS + 0.484

4 Kiyonari JPN  +3.229

5 Easton GBR +3.714

6 Bridewell GBR        +4.397

7 Mainwaring GBR       + 5.563

8 Buchan GBR         + 5.877

9 McConnell AUS + 6.692

10 OÕHalloran AUS   +6.854

11 Parkes AUS   + 9.362

12 Iddon GBR            +9.897

13 Walker GBR +10.036

14 Hickman GBR + 10.314

15 Cooper GBR  + 10.972

16 Waters AUS + 11.795

17 Westmorelan GBR +12.106

18 Kennedy IRL      + 12.881

Pos Rider Nat     Race time

Pos Rider Nat     Points Pos Rider Nat     Points

Pos Rider Nat     Race time

■ Length: 1.2079miles

■ Corners: 6 – 2 left – 4 right

■ Track conditions: R1 Dry. Air temp 

10.2°c, track temp 35°c

R2 Dry. Air temp 10.6°c, track temp 

23.3°c

164.8MPH

Race One:

1. Ryde. 2. Irwin. 3. Stapleford. 4.  

Dixon. 5. Hornsey. 6. Wilson. 7. 

Webb. 8. Hipwell. 9. Estment. 10. 

Collier. 11. Perrin. 12. Neill. 13. 

Coventry. 14. Jones. 15. L Day. 

16. J Day. 17. Daley. 18. Pett. 19. 

Wakefield. 20. Cox. 21. Iannuzzo. 

22. Curran. 23. Henry. 24. Paulo. 

25.Dixon. DNF: Rispoli. Field. 

Reid. Campbell. Rogers. Hartley. 

Race Two:

1. Stapleford. 2. Ryde. 3. Dixon. 

4.  Irwin. 5. Rispoli. 6. Wilson. 7. 

Webb. 8. Estment. 9. Hartley. 10. 

Collier. 11. Jones. 12. Coventry. 

13. Perrin. 14. Campbelll. 15. J 

Day. 16. L Day. 17. Pett. 18. Daley. 

19. Ianuzzo. 20. Field. 21. Cox. 

22. Curran. 23. Dixon. 24. Paulo. 

25.Wakefield. 26. Henry. DNF: 

Neill. Hornsey. Hipwell. 

BROOKES BIDES 
HIS TIME IN R1 
WAITING GAME
Aussie keeps the podium credits rolling in at Brands 
despite still lacking essential kit parts for his new R1

In terms of bike development Josh 
BrookesÕ Milwaukee Yamaha is still only 
in its infancy, yet despite giving away 
huge amounts of technical know-how 
and data to his established Kawasaki 
and BMW rivals the Australian secured 
two more podiums at Brands Hatch. 

Although the irrepressible Australian 
was disappointed not to win, he was 
the first to acknowledge the progress 
that is being made and the undoubted 
potential of the all-new bike. 

Speaking to MCN, Brookes said: ÒI 
keep reminding myself that weÕre in 
the first period of development with 
the bike. When you get a podium once, 
you want to do that every time, and if 
you even get close to second place you 
want to be there every race and then 
fighting for the win Ð as a rider youÕre 
never satisfied. 

ÒWeÕre still really close with what is 
essentially a standard bike. We havenÕt 
changed anything since Donington so 
we canÕt really expect to be any closer 
to the front. All weÕve done is achieve 
the same standard of result here as we 
did there.Ó

Despite still awaiting crucial new 
parts to be delivered from the teamÕs 
German workshops, Milwaukee 

Yamaha has still made massive progress 
with the bike in terms of set-up. 

ÒAt Donington, we were running the 
wheelbase really short, and it was hard 
to ride Ð it makes the bike twitchy, and 
itÕs not supposed to operate like that. 
Modern bikes are built with MotoGP 
technology, and theyÕre supposed to 
flow; the chassis is designed for it, 
not like the older bike where we had 
to force it to turn easily.Ó 

With that in mind, Brookes is even 
more confident that he can build on 

what theyÕve already done for next 
time out. Still not expecting any hugely 
revolutionary parts for Oulton Park in 
two weeks time, he remains confident 
he can deliver more top results at a 
circuit where he currently holds the 
lap record. 

ÒWe got a podium at Donington and 
two more at Brands Hatch and so far 
the new R1 has shown that itÕs very 
adaptable to new tracks. Hopefully we 
can go to Oulton and keep building on 
what weÕve learnt.Ó

The Milwaukee 

Yamaha is largely 

stock so Brookes’ 

pace is ominous

‘Philippe, Delhalle 
and Masson 

won the battle of 
attrition’

SIMON PATTERSON

simon.patterson@motorcyclenews.com

AT BRANDS HATCH

BSB REPORTER

BRANDS INDY BSB  
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Shane Byrne normally leaves his home 
circuit at Brands Hatch clutching a win-
ner’s trophy or two, but that wasn’t the 
case this weekend when the reigning 
champion struggled to find the sweet 
spot on his PBM Kawasaki.

‘It’s probably been 
one of the toughest 
of my career. I rode 

my nuts off for 
those two second 

places’
SHANE BYRNE

Still far from the complete package 
having missed vital pre-season test-
ing, Byrne was unable to achieve the 
front/rear balance of his ZX-10R to 
fight with Ellison – and dubbed it one 
of the toughest weekends of his career.

“The fundamental issue is that I’m 
riding my bike like a supersport bike,” 
he said. “Last year, I’d steam into a 
corner, slam on the brakes, turn it, 
lift it up and fire it out. This year I’m 
not powering in as quickly. I’m getting 
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on the throttle earlier because I have 
such a nice feel from the tyre, but then 
I can’t turn it because all the weight is 
on the rear.

“The team worked hard to give me 
a better feeling from the rear – a bet-
ter connection to it when I’m on the 
side of it. They’ve done that good a 
job that I spend too much on the side 
of the tyre now!”

With the PBM team still struggling 
to get the best out of the 2015 bike 

after Byrne’s Almeria highside and 
subsequent injuries cost them valu-
able track time, it would be tempting 
for the squad to go back to what they 
know. The ultra-fast 2014 spec machine 
he won the title on could be wheeled 
out once again – but with the opposi-
tion so strong, the team have quickly 
dismissed that as an option. 

Byrne said: “The reality is that if 
we do that we’ll only be as fast as we 
were last year. We need to improve 

THE

ONLY UK
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Donington Park 
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@DoningtonParkUK @DoningtonPark
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Reigning champion still paying the heavy price of lost track time from his pre-season crash
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‘We understand 

what we have to 

improve now – and 

the next round will 

be different!’
RYUICHI KIYONARI

Buildbase BMW rider Ryuichi Kiyonari 
left Brands Hatch sounding positive 
about the season ahead, despite a pair 
of mediocre results for the Japanese 
rider leaving him off the podium in 
both races.

Showing early on in both races that 
he had the pace to pull clear of Shane 
Byrne and Josh Brookes for second, 
he was unfortunate to get caught up 
in both safety car deployments, los-
ing momentum and costing him a 
podium place.

Despite the lack of podium credits 
towards his showdown fight, he left 
content with the gains the team had 
made after battling with his title rivals.

 “It was important to finish the races 
today. That was the first time this 
year I’ve raced with the others at the 
front so I’ve now seen what we need 

to do to improve. I had a few problems 
with my tyres, after 10 laps I felt like I 
couldn’t push.”

Struggling all weekend to find a good 
front end feeling and subsequent fast 
lap time, the team have nonetheless 
put their heads together – and Kiyo is 
now happy that Oulton Park will see 
better results.

“We tried to improve the lap time, not 
for one lap but for 20 laps, so I started a 
session and tried to do 20 laps instead. 
It was hard – every day we’d go a little 
faster, but maybe only 0.1s. We couldn’t 
understand what the problem was. 
Even on new tyres, I was only doing 
about 45.6s laps.

“I’m not disappointed with two 
fourths, because that was my fault. But 
after 10 or 15 laps my front tyre went, 
and I just couldn’t push any more. I was 
running wide and sliding around - it 
was scary. After the races I was thinking 
‘why these problems’ – but I have an 
idea now of what to fix. We understand 
what we have to improve now – and the 
next round will be different!”

There was another silver lining to the 
weekend for Kiyonari, with his pair of 
fourth places now leaving him inside 
the Showdown despite his disastrous 
two-point result at the opening round 
at Donington. 

NO PODIUM FINISHES BUT 
KIYO’S KEEPING POSITIVE

www.BikeHPS.com
OR ORDER ONLINE NOW...

Prices correct at time of press and exclude delivery. Calls may be recorded for training/security purposes. E&OE.01773 831122
CALL US TODAY...

www.BikeHPS.com/nitron

BRITISH DESIGNED,

ENGINEERED AND

BUILT TO YOUR

SPEC. FROM JUST...

£394.00 inc. VAT

...now you can have better
handling and more comfort

Find bikehps on

New fitments for...  R Nine T,  Tiger 1050 Sport,  Ducati Scrambler & 899/1199 Panigale

TT winning NITRON shock absorbers combine unequalled design with 

the absolute highest quality components and finish, to deliver the most 

outstanding performance and ride for you – whether on street or circuit.

When you buy your NITRON shock from HPS it’s speedily built to order 

with the right spring for your weight, combined with perfect base 

damping settings for your bike’s usage on road, track or both and no

further setup is usually needed... simpy fit and feel the ride.

Optional Hydraulic
Preload Adjuster

enables rapid ride
height changes

without any tools

ÒThe Nitron shock made an
instant impression and 
really boosted confidence.
It’s seriously good value."
Performance Bikes Magazine

for this year – the Yamahas aren’t go-
ing to get any slower, Kiyo isn’t going 
to get any slower, James isn’t going to 
get any slower. What we had worked 
in 2014, but this is 2015 and I want to 
retain the title!

“When the team give you something 
and it’s better, then you utilise it – but 
I’m using it to the maximum and it’s 
not good enough at the minute. The 
lap times aren’t coming. We have to 
scratch our heads now and figure out 

a solution – but it will come. Knowing 
how I feel on the bike and how I don’t 
feel like myself, I’m really happy – but 
I’ll be much happier when we get it right 
and I can attack a bit more.”

The Kent rider, who is normally the 
first to criticise himself and never happy 
with settling for anything other than 
wins, left his home circuit happy with 
the fruits of his labour.

“People won’t see that this has been a 
super-hard weekend, but it’s probably 

been one of the toughest of my career. I 
rode my nuts off for those two seconds, 
and even though the first one came with 
a bit of luck thanks to the safety car, I 
worked for it and if I wasn’t in a posi-
tion to take it I couldn’t have done it.”

The team now move on to the next 
official UK test this week at Oulton Park 
and, with the opportunity to ride with-
out the pressure of results, it’s likely 
that a very different Kawasaki rolls 
onto the grid there for the next round.

 WEEKEND YET

Two seconds sounds 
good, but it’s not ideal 
by Shakey standards

Kiyo says he knows 

what’s needed to get 

his BMW up front
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James Ellison cemented his position as 
one of the favourites for the 2015 MCE 
British Superbike title, after backing 
up his Donington Park race win with 
his first ever double at Brands Hatch.

Paddock insiders and race fans alike 
have been taken aback by Ellison’s 
stunning form and beating of the es-
tablished BSB elite. But the 34 year-old 
says it’s come as no surprise to him and 

Kawasaki man beats Shakey at his own game with dominant Brands double

‘The biggest change 
has been the Frank 
Wrathall engine. It’s 

given us the extra 
power we need’

JAMES ELLISON

that his current domination of the series 
isn’t just a temporary blip.

“This isn’t a run of form – we’ve been 
this quick for two years, but a lot of bad 
luck has always stopped us winning. 
The best way I can describe it is that 
everything has just clicked – the bike, 
the team and me. I feel really happy 
with the bike, comfortable with the 
crew, and I’m in a good place.”

With an ultra-relaxed atmosphere in 
the JG Speedfit Kawasaki garage – in 
part thanks to team boss Mark Smith- 
Halvorsen’s attitude – Ellison says that 
it gives him room to concentrate on 
the racing.

Ellison’s perfectly 

set up ZX-10 showed 

his class at last
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ELLISON IN A CLA
“We’re the only team with a beatbox 

playing before we go out for qualify-
ing! Most riders are sitting there with 
their headphones on listening to AC/
DC and ignoring the world, and we’ve 
got Mark the team owner playing tunes 
and dancing with the Maxxis girls! 
It’s all fun, and the fact we can afford 
to do it is testament to the team – we 
can relax because of their hard work.”

But there’s one major mechanical dif-
ference in place from last season, over 
and above the team’s own development 
work – new engines, prepared by the 
same tuning firm that’s taken Shane 
Byrne to two BSB titles in three years.

SIMON PATTERSON

simon.patterson@motorcyclenews.com

AT BRANDS HATCH

BSB REPORTER

POWER BRINGS GLORY
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One of the most impressive perfor-
mances of the Brands Hatch week-
end came from Bennetts Suzuki rider 
Christian Iddon. While he may have 
only ended the day with a solitary 
twelfth place – the circumstances in 
which he did it will make you think 
twice about taking a day off sick for 
the rest of your life.

After highsiding on the opening lap, 
leaving him stranded in the middle of 
the track, a subsequent collision with 
WD40 Kawasaki rider Jack Kennedy 
left the Stockport rider with a break 
in his lower leg’s fibula bone –  but it 
didn’t stop him from lining up on the 
grid for the second race of the day.

“I was quite a way up the grid so when 
I crashed and I knew there were a lot 

Honda Racing’s Dan Linfoot has been 
left down but not out after a free prac-
tice crash saw the Yorkshireman brake 
his wrist and fail to start either race at 
Brands Hatch. 

With a clean break of his radius and 
ulna that is nonetheless set to require 
surgery to fix, he’s remaining positive 
thanks to the BSB schedule.

“Mentally, half of me is gutted that 
I’ve finally got my big chance in racing 
with Honda and I’ve had a good start to 
the year with a podium at Donington – 
and then I’m out at the second round!

“I’m a little bit deflated but you’ve 
got to put a positive spin on it, if there’s 
a time to do it I guess now is it because 
of the six-week break after Oulton. 
I should be fully fit for Snetterton as 
that’s nine weeks away.” 

And despite admitting the crash 
came as a result of his own riding style 
on the Honda, he’s adamant it won’t 
affect his confidence when it comes to 
jumping back on the bike.

“I’ve been spinning the bike all year, 
from testing in Spain to Donington to 
here and I’ve felt really comfortable 
with that. Clearways throws in some-
thing different with the camber of the 
corner, but it span up a few laps before 
and I controlled it fine, but I guess it 

Ellison has beaten 

Byrne  in three of 

the season’s four 

races so far

Top Kawasaki in the championship next time out? It’s possible

Iddon’s fractured tibia 

didn’t stop him  racing 

through the pain

Linfoot: ‘There’s plenty of time to heal’.

of bikes still behind me. Fair play to 
everyone to miss me as much as they 
could – and Jack did the best he could 
too. He was looking into my eyes as 
he was coming towards me and I was 
looking back at him, both hoping that 
we weren’t coming together. 

“I did the sighting lap of the second 
race and genuinely didn’t think I was 
going to race. I couldn’t get comfort-
able, couldn’t get into position on the 
bike and it hurt – a lot! I went round 
onto the grid, lowered the right foot peg 
and duct taped an extra layer of foam 
to the seat so I could extend my leg. 

“I got into the last couple of laps and 
started crying like a baby because it 
was hurting so much, but I made it 
to the end!”

LINFOOT DOWN BUT NOT OUT

IDDON RACES ON 
WITH BROKEN LEG

ASS OF ONE
got away a little bit too far this time!”

“I’ve never normally struggled with 
post-injury confidence. As soon as the 
body is able the mind is able and I feel 
I’m as strong as anybody in that regard.”

With numerous riders hunting for 
a BSB seat at the moment, Linfoot’s 
planned absence for the next round has 
ignited speculation about a potential 
replacement on his bike. However, 
riders like John Hopkins might be out 
of luck, with the most likely candidate 
likely to be already-Honda-contracted 
rider Julien Da Costa, who played a 
key part in developing the machine 
last season.

“The boys have done a mega job over 
the winter with the bike, developing 
the chassis, the yokes, the brakes – but 
the biggest change has been the Frank 
Wrathall engine. It’s given us the extra 
little bit of grunt we needed to be on 
par with the others instead of eight 
or nine horsepower down on them.”

And use that power the Cumbrian 
did, entirely dominating the weekend 
to take two pole positions, two fast-
est laps and a new lap record (finally 
beating Gregorio Lavilla’s lap record 
set way back in 2007 onboard the 
Airwaves Ducati 999) to go with his 
brace of wins. 

Looking utterly in control from day 
one, even the worst that racing could 
throw at him wasn’t enough to slow 
him down.

“I said to my brother before I went 
out that my plan was to pull out a two 
second lead and hold it there – until 
I saw two seconds and thought ‘Nah, 
we can have more!’ That worked until 
the pace car came out – and even after 
they threw everything at us we were 
still in control.

“It was really close at the end - and 
it was touch and go whether I was 
going to win it for a bit. But we came 
out on top and I’m really happy with 

it; just chuffed with the double. I’ve 
never done that before, the team have 
never had one, so I’m leaving Kent a 
happy man.”

Ellison’s rivals now have two weeks 
to come up with an answer to his win-
ning ways. The next race takes place at 
Oulton Park – a circuit where Ellison 
has historically been strong.

“The bike obviously works, and 
Oulton is just another piece of tarmac. 
There are a lot more bumps and a few 
undulations, and we’ll need to change 
it a bit, but we’ll try not to move away 
too much from where we are because 
it works.”
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17 points ahead 

and more fizz 

for double 

winner 

Kent

Any doubts that Danny Kent’s Texas 
victory was a fluke were blown away 
after the Leopard Honda rider blitzed 
the field for the second time in two 
weeks as Moto3 hit Argentina. 

Kent’s performances in the opening 
three races have seen him rocket to 
a 17-point lead in the championship 
standings over his team-mate, Efren 
Vazquez. Having dominated both races 
on the North and South American leg 

of the season, he is already looking 
like he has managed to destroy the 
confidence of his rivals. 

Kent’s victory saw him become the 
first British rider since Barry Sheene in 
1978 to claim back-to-back wins, but 
already attention is turning to whether 
Kent can end the British title drought 
since Sheene’s heyday. For his part the 
21-year-old is keen to keep expecta-
tions in check, and has a clear plan of 
focusing on the next race and letting 
the championship take care of itself.

“In all honesty I didn’t expect to come 
into this year and be so dominant,” 
Kent told MCN. “We’ve worked hard 
and we didn’t just win this race, we 

dominated it. I didn’t expect to open 
a 10 second lead but all weekend we’ve 
had the pace. I didn’t get pole position 
but I knew that our race pace was ex-
cellent and that I could pull away but I 
wasn’t expecting such a big gap. 

“It’s almost unheard of in Moto3 to 
win races by eight and 10 seconds but 
it’s only the third race and we’ve got to 
keep our feet on the ground and keep 
working in the right direction. Points 
win prizes, so we’ll keep working and 
see where we are at the end of the year.”

Having started from the front row of 
the grid Kent took a relaxed approach to 
the early stages of the race as he waited 
for the bike and tyres to come up to 

temperature. Whereas everyone else 
in a Moto3 field is hell-bent on getting 
to the front as early as possible Kent 
decided to ease his way into the race 
and had planned on biding his time 
before making his break. 

“I told the team before the race that 
I was going to try and stay behind 
in the early laps. I knew that if I was 
third or fourth onto the back straight 
that I could get to the front and I was 
so strong in the second half of the lap 
that I could open a gap. The plan I had 
before the race was exactly how it all 
worked out. I’m delighted to have been 
able to do that.”

Having the maturity to decide when 
to attack and when to stay in the pack 
shows how much strength Kent has in 
reserve at the moment. There won’t 
be many races where Kent is able to 
dominate to such an extent, Moto3 is 
simply too competitive a class to con-
tinue riding away from the field, but it’s 
clear that his confidence is incredibly 
high right now, and that is forcing his 
rivals into mistakes.

British rider continues his utter 
domination of Moto3 with 
massive win in Argentina

KENT 
WRITES 
HIS OWN 
RECORDS

DANNY’S DOUBLE

STEVE ENGLISH
IN ARGENTINA

MOTOGP REPORTER
steve.english@motorcyclenews.com

STEVE ENGLISH
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‘The plan I had 
before the race 

was exactly how 
it all worked’

DANNY KENY

Eugene Laverty stunned the paddock 
on Saturday by almost making it into 
QP2 at the expense of a number of fac-
tory riders. The Irishman has had an 
up and down return to the Grand Prix 
paddock but his speed on Saturday 
showed that he is getting much closer 
to the potential of his Open Honda. 
With the MotoGP season now heading 
to Europe and to tracks that Laverty 
is at least familiar with, he could be 
a real class contender.

Sunday’s race, unfortunately, didn’t 
offer him the opportunity to get into 
the thick of the Open class battle after 
suffering from a lack of grip. 

“I would overtake someone but 
they could just come straight back 
underneath me,” said Laverty after 
finishing 17th but less than one second 
behind Jack Miller, the Open class 
winner. “We have to learn from that, 
because on race day, when we race 
after the Moto2 bikes there’s a lot of 
rubber down and it’s always causing 
us problems.”

LAVERTY’S 
LOST CHANCE

Laverty was hot in qualifying but 

couldn’t back it up on race day

Sam Lowes claimed another podium 
finish with third in Argentina – and 
the Englishman has now firmly estab-
lished his title credentials. Argentina 
was a struggle for Lowes, his SpeedUp 
bike never worked as well on the low-
grip track but another podium shows 
his ability and his clear title potential.

Lowes was scrabbling for grip all 
weekend and never looked to have the 
same level of comfort as in Qatar and 
COTA, but the speed was still there. 
He was as fast as anyone over the 
course of the weekend, but couldn’t 
match the consistency of Zarco in 
the race itself.

“It was a good weekend,” said 
Lowes. “After last weekend it was al-
ways going to be hard, when you win 
you’re high. But there’ll be more races 
this year where I can win. It’s a long 
year but I’m feeling in good shape.”

CLASSY LOWES 
TAKES PODIUM

Brits on all three podiums as Lowes 

takes third in the Moto2 race

of the season, he is already looking dominated it. I didn’t expect to open 

‘The plan I had 
before the race 

was exactly how 

Kent stuck to his 

plan and pulled 

off a perfect 

Moto3 victory
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After making such a huge step forward 

in Texas, Scott Redding would have 

expected more than a ninth place finish 

in Argentina, but his expected pace 

failed to materialise.

Being the lone Honda rider to 

opt for the extra hard tyre didn’t 

help, but overall he never looked 

to have the pace to challenge. 

When this was combined with 

losing time stuck behind 

Yonny Hernandez when the 

Columbian’s engine failed 

it made for a lonely race.

Redding said: “We went with the 

extra hard tyre and then we got stuck 

behind Hernandez. 

“Oil was coming out of the back 

of his bike for three laps and I was 

losing a second a lap at that point, 

that let Bradley get away from us. 

We were the only Honda on the 

extra hard and maybe that cost us 

a bit of time. We’re making the 

slightly wrong decisions at 

the moment but with a bit 

more experience we’ll 

get closer to the front.” Hernandez brings a new meaning to the term ‘doing a hot lap’ Knee-down, the rider is oblivious to the fact his bike is burning

www.motorcyclenews.com
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The fact finishing sixth in Argentina 
was classed as ‘damage limitation’ by 
Bradley Smith shows how much pro-
gress the 24 year-old Brit has made over 
the last six months. With his confidence 
sky-high following his performance in 
Texas, Smith struggled in Argentina 
with a lack of grip all weekend. Hav-
ing to take part in QP1 is usually an 
ignominy for any factory rider but it 
illustrated the level of Smith’s struggles 
in South America perfectly.

His race day performance, however, 
showed that he is now a much more 
complete rider than we have seen in 
the past. Having spent the warm-up 
session trying to find grip Smith and 
crew chief, Guy Coulon, found a solu-
tion meaning that the Monster Tech 3 
Yamaha man maintained his record 
of beating team-mate Pol Espargaro 
in each of the three races so far in 2015. 

“We didn’t have pace all weekend,” 
said Smith. “We have been outside the 
top 10 and in FP1 I think I was two from 
last! It was certainly a struggle but the 
nice thing is that we’ve stayed calm and 
worked systematically on improving 
things. We’ve come away with sixth – 
sitting on the grid I didn’t expect that, 
but I’ll definitely take it!”

That calm approach is completely at 
odds with the fiery temper that Smith 

Revised approach sees Brit battling with the big guns

ÔWe’ve stayed 
calm and worked 
systematically on 
improving things’

BRADLEY SMITH

things, because when you’re shouting, 
a lot of it gets missed - people switch off 
when you shout. So yes, it’s something 
I’ve thought about a lot, and at the end 
of the day, I’ve applied it and it seems 
to be working, so there’s no reason to 
go back now.”

Having been retained by Tech3 af-
ter a difficult year in 2014, Smith was 
under pressure to justify his place. His 
performances in winter testing and 
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SMITH SHOWS 
HE BELONGS

BRAD’S ALIEN PACE

REDDING’S HARD CHOICE

in the opening three races, he trails 
Crutchlow by six points in the ‘satellite 
championship’, have gone some way to 
proving that he deserves the YZR-M1. 

Argentina marked another impor-
tant step in the battle at Tech3 with 
Smith again outpacing Espargaro. 
Both are looking for a contract for next 
year and the first half of the season is 
when decisions are made. If Smith 
can continue this form Yamaha will 
face a difficult choice. Espargaro has 
been anointed with a factory contract 
but if Smith continues to out-perform 
him, opinions in Japan could change 
very quickly.

Smith has a new outlook and it’s seen him beating his team-mate all the way

STEVE ENGLISH
IN ARGENTINA

MOTOGP REPORTER
steve.english@motorcyclenews.com

Revised approach sees Brit battling with the big guns

STEVE ENGLISH

steve.english@motorcyclenews.com

became known for in the past. Under-
standing how to get the most from his 
crew has meant Smith has adjusted the 
way he thinks and behaves, and it’s seen 
the relationship between him and the 
team change immensely. 

“You don’t have to rush through 
things. Everything doesn’t have to be 
perfect in a session, but if you’re not 
perfect in one session, then shouting 
about it is not going to be the solution. 
Going through the list and ticking every 
box is what you have to do. 

“That’s something I’ve learned. 
Extracting the best from everybody, 
and taking your time to go over a few 

1 2



Debris falls from the bike as the fire takes hold Self-destruction is almost compete as the rider prepares to bail 

Suzuki is back! Front row start and 

a top 10 finish despite difficulties
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Smith had a torrid 

time hunting for grip 

in qualifying but it all 

came good in the race
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Aleix Espargaro claimed Suzuki’s 
first front row start since the British 
GP in 2008, but the fast Spaniard 
was denied any chance of convert-
ing it into a podium by chatter on 
his GSX-RR. Espargaro complained 
that the issue was especially preva-
lent in right-hand corners and 
that it set in after only a handful of 
laps, which made it impossible for 
him to finish higher than seventh. 
While the end result was nothing 
spectacular, Espargaro showed his 
intent early on, leading the race 
and trading places with Marquez 
on the opening lap.

Suzuki insiders say they have 
isolated the cause of the chatter and 
they are hopeful that new parts to 
be brought on stream in time for the 
Spanish Grand Prix in two weeks 
will improve the situation.

Espargaro’s qualifying lap was 
stunning and the latest example of 
how he can extract the maximum 
from the bike over a single lap. 
Last year this was his party piece 
but he now looks ready to convert 
that turn of speed into strong race 
performances once Suzuki solve 
the chatter conundrum. 

The GSX-RR is an exceptionally 
supple chassis and the way that 
Espargaro could make it glide from 
corner to corner shows how much 
potential there is in the bike. The 
team also need to address their 
power deficit with Espargaro’s 
Suzuki, consistently 10kph slower 
than the fastest bikes on the grid. 

SUZUKI’S 
STUNNING 
PACE FAILS 
IN RACE 
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Valentino Rossi

25 points

Maximum points  for Rossi 

and a DNF  for Marquez

Andrea Dovizioso

20 points

Dovi proved the Ducati is 

well and truly fixed

Cal Crutchlow

16 points

Hard-riding Brit denies 

Iannone the podium 

1

2

3

MOTOGP

RACE TOP SPEEDS

CHAMPIONSHIP MOTOGP CHAMPIONSHIP MOTO2 CHAMPIONSHIP MOTO3

FINAL POSITIONS FINAL POSITIONS FINAL POSITIONS

MOTOGP TOP SPEEDS

FASTEST RACE LAP

LAPS LED THIS SEASON

POSITIONS

1’39.019
Rossi (lap record)

Gains & losses (grid v finish )

Riders after 3 rounds Riders after 3 rounds Riders after 3 rounds

MOTOGP MOTO2 MOTO3

205.11
IANNONE

MPH

204.80mph

205.11mph

204.56mph

204.18mph

203.87mph

203.75mph

Iannone

Smith

Dovizioso

Barbera

Crutchlow

Marquez

Circuit lap record:  

Rossi 1’39.019 (new)

■  Length: 2.986 miles
■  Corners: 14 –  5 left, 9 right
■  Longest straight:  
0.669  miles
■  Race conditions:  
Dry 29° air temp,  
36° track temp

CHAMPIONSHIP DASHBOARD

MOTOGP

1  Rossi  
 Yamaha

2  Dovizioso 
 Ducati

3  Crutchlow 
 Honda  

4  Iannone 
 Ducati

5 Lorenzo
 Yamaha  

6  Smith
 Yamaha

7  A Espargaro 
 Suzuki

8  P Espargaro 
 Yamaha

9  Redding 
 Honda

10  Vinales
 Suzuki

GP qualifying

Moto2 race

Moto3 race

1’37.802
(Marquez)

1’43.001  
(Folger)

1’48.977  
(Oliviera)

Q Marquez Q�Rossi

1 Rossi ITA 41’35.644

2 Dovizioso ITA +5.685

3 Crutchlow GBR +8.298

4 Iannone ITA +8.352

5 Lorenzo SPA +10.192

6 Smith GBR +19.876

7 A.Espargaro SPA +24.333 

8 P.Espargaro SPA  +27.670

9 Redding GBR +34.397 

10 Vinales SPA +34.808

11 Petrucci ITA +40.206

12 Miller AUS +42.654 

13 Barbera SPA +42.729 

14  Baz FRA +42.853

15 Bradl GER +43.037

16 Hayden USA +43.252

17 Laverty IRL +43.400

18 Di Meglio FRA +43.808

19 Bautista SPA +44.878

1  Rossi ITA 66

2  Dovizioso ITA 60

3  Iannone ITA 40

4  Lorenzo SPA 37

5  Marquez SPA 36

6 Crutchlow GBR 34

7 Smith GBR 28

8 A Espargaro SPA 22

9 P Espargaro SPA 15

10 Vinales SPA 15

1  Zarco FRA 53

2  Rins SPA 49

3  Lowes GBR 41

4  Morbidelli ITA 33

5  Folger GER 32

6 Kallio FIN 31

7 Luthi SWI 30

8 Simeon BEL 20

9 Syahrin MAL 20

10 Cortese GER 20

1  Kent GBR 66

2  Vazquez SPA 49

3  Bastianini ITA 40

4  Quartararo FRA 39

5  Vinales SPA 33

6 Binder RSA 28

7 Masbou FRA 25

8 McPhee GBR 22

9 Hanika CZE 18

10 Fenati ITA 16

1 Zarco FRA 39’44.497

2 Rins SPA +2.715

3 Lowes GBR +4.161

4 Kallio FIN +5.310

5 Morbidelli ITA +7.958

6 Luthi SWI +9.408

7 Cortese GER +9.926

8 Baldassarri ITA  +10.028

9 Folger GER +10.152

10 Syahrin MAL +11.316

11 Salom SPA +11.764

12 Rabat SPA +11.872

13 Aegerter SWI +14.005

14 West AUS +20.788

15 Marquez SPA +21.321

16 Schrotter GER +25.693

17 Shah MAL +26.537

18 Cardus SPA +26.686

19 Odendaal RSA +27.397

1  Kent GBR 38’25.621

2 Vazquez SPA +10.334

3 Vinales SPA +10.396

4 Oliveira POR +10.767

5 Binder RSA +11.117

6 Quartararo FRA +11.195

7 Hanika CZE +11.388

8 Fenati ITA  +11.603

9 Bastianini ITA +11.712

10 Ajo FIN +11.806

11 Bagnaia ITA +11.958 

12  Loi BEL +12.355

13 Ono JPN +12.501

14 Kornfeil CZE +12.644

15 McPhee GBR +12.772

16 Oettl GER +22.477

17 Migno ITA +23.352

18 Manzi ITA +28.746

19 Gardner AUS +30.409 

Pos Rider Nat Race time

Pos Rider Nat     Points Pos Rider Nat     Points Pos Rider Nat     Points

Pos Rider Nat Race time Pos Rider Nat Race time

Q�Dovizioso

Q Lorenzo

7

4

1

4

10

2

1

1

5

=

4015

11

2

3 4
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For the first time since 1978 British rid-
ers stood on the podium of three solo 
Grand Prix classes, with Cal Crutch-
low completing the hat-trick with a 
superbly judged third place finish.

Crutchlow’s team boss, Lucio 
Cecchinello said after the race the 
podium showed the Englishman is a 
“tough guy and a tough racer,” but 
while Crutchlow has never ducked a 
fight this race was more about being 
conservative rather than combative. 

said Crutchlow. “The plan for me was 
to do a certain lap time. There was 
quite a lot of ‘Formula 1’ today. I had a 
target time that I wanted to hit at the 
start of the race and I thought anyone 
going faster than that will wreck the 
tyre. I felt good with the bike. The team 
did a good job and we need to take the 
positives away from here and go to Jerez 
with good hopes and try to finish in 
the top five or top six. That is our aim.” 

After finishing seventh in the open-
ing two races Crutchlow acknowledged 
he had a poor start to the campaign but 
this podium now looks set to kickstart 
his season. The speed has been there all 
along but ironing out mistakes was an 
issue for the Coventry native. 

Brit pays back Honda for extra support by storming to f rst podium of 2015

Racing on the softer tyre compound 
Crutchlow had to be patient and plan 
for a long race and conserve as much 
tyre life as possible.

Crutchlow joked that riding to a set 
laptime made it feel like he was in a 
Formula 1 race, but at the flag he was 
certainly in a bike race with a last cor-
ner move on Andrea Iannone sealing his 
first podium on the Honda, and LCR’s 
first rostrum finish in two-and-a-half 
years. On Saturday Crutchlow knew  
he had no chance of making the extra 
hard tyre work, and being forced to use 
the hard tyre meant that he needed to 
discipline himself in the early laps.

“Marc went way too hard at the start, 
in my opinion, and he burnt the tyre,” 
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Mutual respect 

for two hard-won 

podium places

CAL TAKES IT TO THE  A

STEVE ENGLISH
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AT ARGENTINA

MOTOGP REPORTER

TYRE TACTICS
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A dogged ride by 

Crutchlow repaid LCR 

with its first podium 

in over two years

Ceccinello says intial fears 
about Cal have melted away

High praise 
for on-form 
Crutchlow

When Cal Crutchlow tested 

the Honda for the first time 

he came away thinking it 

was the most physical bike 

he had ever ridden. That 

set alarm bells ringing 

with team boss, Lucio 

Cecchinello, but after seeing 

his rider climb onto the 

podium the Italian was full 

of praise.

“I’m very surprised that 

he’s adapted so quickly 

because at the start of 

testing he said that the bike 

was really far from how he 

needed a bike to handle for 

his riding style. We were 

very worried at that time 

but he’s understood quite 

quickly the potential of the 

Honda and he’s managed the 

technical package very well. 

Cal has a lot of skill and he 

deserved the podium.” 

Livio Suppo, commercial 

manager for HRC, also 

chimed in with praise for 

Crutchlow:

“I was very happy with 

Cal,” said the Italian. “It’s 

not easy for him having to 

adapt to another new bike 

but he had a new chassis 

upgrade in Austin and he’s 

showing a good attitude. It’s 

good for LCR too because 

it’s a few years since the 

team had a podium.”

‘Last year I had a 
disaster. This year 
the bike works 
very well at every 
track we go to’
ANDREA DOVIZIOSO

Andrea Dovizioso continues to impress 
on the Ducati with the Italian claiming 
a third consecutive runner-up finish. 
The much improved Ducati package is 
now on the cusp of winning races and 
while the accolades have been flooding 
Ducati’s way for their huge technical 
turnaround, Dovi has also played a 
massive part in the new-found level 
of results so far in 2015. 

Once you gain a reputation it can be 
very hard to change it and in the past 
Dovizioso has gained a reputation as 
being a good but not great rider.  But 
suddenly he is riding with a confidence 
that we hadn’t seen from him in the 
past and he has become the lynchpin 
of Ducati’s revival.

A Ducati win is surely hovering on 
the horizon. The speed of the GP15 at 
all tracks shows how well rounded the 
bike is. Last year in Argentina Dovizioso 
finished ninth, over 30s behind the 
winner, yet on Sunday he was a com-
fortable podium man throughout the 
race. Having to use the hard tyre meant 
that he never had the same confidence 
as Rossi on the extra hard rubber but 
this race showed again that Ducati are 
close to winning.

“Last year I had a disaster here and 
my feeling was very bad but I believe 
that with this bike we can be com-
petitive at every track,” said Dovizioso. 
“We’re not perfect in every detail and 
we need to improve but you don’t have 
time at a race weekend to try every-
thing. We’ll be very competitive, but 
can we fight for victory? I’m not sure 
but after Jerez we’ll test at Mugello and 
yes, I feel we’re very close to winning.  

When you look at the first three races 
anything can happen but in all three 
races we were very close to the winner 
and that makes a very big difference 
compared to last year.”

Sitting just six points behind Rossi 
in the championship and 24 ahead of 
Marquez means Dovizioso has to be 
respected as a title challenger. 

“It’s a dream come true, the bike is 
very new, we are second in the champi-
onship after a great start by Valentino. 
We are close behind. I am really happy 
because the atmosphere in the team is 
perfect to get the best result, Ducati did 
a great job because the bike works very 
well at every track we go to.”

DOVI DOES IT AGAIN TO TAKE 
THIRD PODIUM OF THE YEAR

  ALIENS Dorna CEO Carmelo Ezpeleta 
announced in Argentina plans for the 
future direction of MotoGP, in a bid to 
safe guard the future of the sport. 

From 2017, privateer teams will be 
given a lifeline with the cost of their 
satellite bikes being picked up by Dorna. 
This step will see Dorna increase their 
investment to teams by approximetely 
30% and it marks a key milestone with 

DORNA PUTS ITS MONEY 
WHERE ITS MOUTH IS

the series promoter showing their com-
mitment to maintaining the quality of 
the on track action.

Speaking with MCN Repsol Honda’s 
Livio Suppo said that “Changing the 
business model is necessary in mot-
orsport. In the past there were more 
major sponsors than major teams but 
that has changed now and we must 
change too.”

In Argentina, however, he was 
always one of the fastest riders on 
track and were it not for having been 
blocked in qualifying by Lorenzo and 
Vinales, he believes, he had a real shot 
of fighting for pole position.

“Sure we took the podium because 
Marc crashed but at the end of the day 

we did a good job all weekend. We rode 
well and were a lot more competitive 
than in Texas. I’m pleased with the 
team. They’ve done a good job to get 
us to the front and Honda have given 
us great support as well.”

That support from HRC  saw 
Crutchlow armed with a new chas-
sis in Texas and the feedback that he 
has offered on it has been positive, and 
largely on the same train of thought 
as Marquez, but crucially his input is 
being taken on board by HRC. While 
his adaptation to the Honda hasn’t 
been seamless, his turn of speed on 
the RC213V has been impressive. But 
he still needs to improve his perfor-
mance mid-race because his riding 

style means that he’s suffereing a loss 
of rear grip. He’s had front row pace 
at each race this year and far from 
coming out of the blue last weekend’s 
podium was just the first time that 
it all came together for Crutchlow. 

Having crashed in qualifying in 
Qatar he had to fight through the field 
and he overused his tyre in the early 
laps. In Texas he had a set-up problem 
that saw him struggle under braking 
in the early laps. 

This weekend things went to plan, 
he qualified well and raced even bet-
ter. Ultimatley Crutchlow may have 
inherited his podium spot by virtue 
of Marquez’ retirement but it was 
none-the-less deserved. 

‘Marc went way 
too hard at the 
beginning and 

burned the tyre’
CAL CRUTCHLOW

‘In the past 
there were 

more major 
sponsors. 

Changing the 
business model 

is necessary’ 
LIVIO SUPPO
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Rossi ups the ante on and of  track to take massively signif cant win in Argentina

Sunday’s Argentine Grand Prix saw a 
vintage display by Valentino Rossi. On 
track and off the Italian was immense. 
Bridging a four-second gap to Marquez 
showed how fast he is this year and 
having won twice from the opening 
three races he has firmly established 
his championship credentials. 

Off track he has started to lay a men-
tal minefield for Marc Marquez. Rossi 
has always had a key ability to get 
under the skin of his rivals, and after 
winning and coming off the better 
from their penultimate lap clash, the 
Italian wasted little time in putting as 
much pressure as possible on Marquez, 
saying: “I think he made a mistake, 
because Marc is a rider who always 
bets all or nothing.

“This victory is important because 
on paper we expect that this track is 
very good for our bike,” said Rossi. “We 
know that Marc is very strong so sin-
cerely for him it was OK also to finish 
second in this race. I don’t think that a 
rider like Marc will change his attitude 
[after this race]. The important thing 
is that we also demonstrate to him 
that we can be very strong in the race. 

“This is most important because he 
works hard in the and he is fantastic, 
but he knows that we have demon-
strated that for the race, we are there. 
At the end, this is important, and this 
is good, but I think that in the end it 
will be a great battle.”

While Rossi was always able to psy-
chologically undermine opponents in 
his early career — Biaggi and Gibernau 
being prime examples — the current 
school of thought was that the latest 
generation of riders were immune to 
these mental skirmishes. However the 
early season races have painted a very 
different picture. Now fully competi-
tive, Rossi appears keen to employ his 
full mental arsenal off track as well as 
his blistering pace on it. 

With Marquez and Rossi using differ-
ent tyre compounds during the race it 
became a classic example of the tortoise 
and the hare. Armed with softer rubber 
Marquez shot off into an early lead and 
opened a gap of five seconds to Rossi at 
one point, as the Yamaha rider picked 
his way through the front runners to get 
to second place. But once he had seen 
off the Ducati riders Rossi was a man 
on a mission and started to claw into 
Marquez’s lead until he was eventually 
almost a second-a-lap faster.

Rossi was the only rider all weekend 
who could consistently make the extra 

Marquez. When the gap was over four 
seconds to Marc I pushed because I felt 
good. The extra motivation is when you 
see the guy in front having a little bit 
of difficulty, and you have the extra 
hard, so it means that lap-by-lap he is 
in more difficulty, and maybe you are 
in less difficulty. But I never thought 
I could win.”

Motivation isn’t a problem for 
Valentino Rossi in 2015 – he is riding 
better than ever and showing once 
again that he is the best rider in the 
world. He doesn’t have the ultimate 
one-lap pace of Marquez, but his race 
craft and experience play a huge role 
in allowing him to get the most from 
himself and the Yamaha. He certainly 
has Marquez on the back foot right now.

‘He made a 
mistake, Marc is a 
rider who always 

bets all or nothing’
VALENTINO ROSSI

hard tyre work. His pace in FP4 was 
a clear indicator of what to expect, 
but the manner in which he closed on 
Marquez was predatory. 

“The extra hard tyre was the right 
choice,” said Rossi. “We take the expe-
rience from last year and I think that the 
key was that we didn’t care a lot about 

The right hand of god. 

Wearing a Maradona 

football shirt, Rossi 

was keen to point out 

Marquez’s mistakes

OLD DOG… OLD
By Steve English

MOTOGP REPORTER

MOTOGP GENIUS

After a display of pure 

race craft, Rossi took the 

chequered flag first
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MOTOGP REPORTER

OPINION 
STEVE ENGLISH 

AGO RECORD
NO LONGER 
SUCH A LEAP 
A 36-year-old Rossi winning two of 
the first three MotoGP races of the 
year, Ducati on the podium in every 
race, and British riders at the front 
of the field in all three classes! If it 
all sounds like a Hollywood block-
buster you’d be wrong... no studio 
would have agreed to produce such 
a ludicrous storyline, yet it’s exactly 
what we have on our hands in 2015.

Throughout the winter the season 
was hyped as the most competitive 
in years, with any one of seven or 
eight riders capable of winning. As 
the paddock heads back to Europe 
for the Spanish Grand Prix in two 
weeks there has been little to dis-
suade anyone from believing that 
this will be anything other than a 
classic season of racing.

Rossi’s sublime performance in 
Argentina showed again that he is 
a racer reborn. The memories of 
watching him struggle on the Ducati 
and return to Yamaha with his tail 
between his legs have been ushered 
away by a rider who is doing eve-
rything possible to win a 10th title. 

‘Rossi’s sublime 
performance 
showed again 

that he is a racer 
reborn’

Over the last two years when Rossi 
won a grand prix there was a sense 
of excitement... not because a great 
rider was still capable of winning, 
but rather a feeling that you might 
have witnessed the last time he 
stood on top of the rostrum.

That wasn’t the feeling when 
Rossi won on Sunday. Instead there 
was the renewed hope that he may 
overtake Agostini as the most suc-
cessful rider of all time. Rossi trails 
his compatriot by 12 victories, but 
does anyone now believe that he 
can’t achieve that? A few years ago 
it would have sounded farfetched, 
but given what we’ve seen so far 
this year, the odds are reducing 
every time he throws his leg over 
his Yamaha M1.

STEVE ENGLISH

Vale tribute to Argentine footy hero

D        TRICKS

Cal Crutchlow
“Valentino is Valentino; he’s 

incredible. Look at his age and he’s 

still got that desire to f ght. He did it 

in Qatar as well when he bridged the 

gap. He’s strong, no doubt about that, 

he’s looking so strong for the title.”

Livio Suppo
“Valentino looks like he has a new 

lease of life and I think that for the 

fans it’s great to see this type of battle. 

Everyone says that Marc is the new 

Vale, but Vale is still around!”

Bradley Smith
“I think that Rossi’s times at the end 

of the race were really impressive. He 

found something and he was getting 

more from the bike. I t was like he 

was two sessions in front of us all and 

that’s a credit to him and his team.”

ROSSI NEVER STOPS 

SURPRISING...

REACTION

Marquez mistake hands 
Rossi title momentum
Marquez was keen to shrug 

off his crash in Argentina but 

it’s clear that he is having to 

push harder than ever to have 

any chance of winning a third 

consecutive MotoGP title. 

Marquez shot into an early 

lead, but with Rossi closing in 

the final stages the Spaniard 

made a desperate attempt to 

cling on to the lead.

It backfired and Marquez 

was left nursing the effects 

of crashing out of a safe 

second place finish. This 

was a key example of how 

sometimes you have to 

take the rough with the 

smooth from Marquez. He is 

undoubtedly the fastest rider 

in the world, but his absolute 

belief in his ability means that at 

times he will get involved in ‘no 

win’ on-track incidents that are 

difficult to comprehend.

Speaking exclusively with 

MCN after the race, Marquez 

refused to admit that he had 

made a mistake:

“I did the correct race and I 

was really happy with the work 

of the team and our work on the 

track,” said Marquez. “Today 

I was really unlucky with the 

track and the track’s change of 

direction meant that I couldn’t do 

anything. We learned something 

but now we need to recover and 

score points.”

Marquez went on to say the 

hard tyre was his only option 

because he couldn’t get enough 

pace from the extra hard tyre 

and choosing it meant a win 

would not have been possible. 

Sometimes the key to winning 

titles isn’t in winning races, 

when you don’t have the pace 

sometimes you need to sit back 

and rack up the points. 

HRC Team Principal Livio 

Suppo gave his opinion by saying 

that Marquez’s ‘never say die’ 

attitude is what makes him such 

a great rider. 

“Marc is Marc because he 

has this attitude,” said Suppo. 

“In 2013 he overtook Jorge on 

the last lap in Jerez and in the 

end he won the title because of 

those points. If he had a different 

attitude that day he would have 

finished behind and may not 

have won the championship.”

No- one can question 

Marquez’s ability, but sometimes 

discretion is the better form of 

valour. Those crucial five points 

won Marquez the title in 2013, 

but how crucial will these 20 lost 

points be come the season finale 

in November?
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ROUND 3
OULTON PARK
2ND - 4TH MAY

LONG LIVE THE NEW 
KING OF BRANDS!

NEXT ROUND

BRILLIANT BRITS

Cal, Lowes and Kent see Brits on the podium in all 

three GP classes for the frst time since 1978
HISTORY-MAKERS
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Why it’s too close to call in a season of surprises

                 USUAL 
SUSPECTS
                 
SUSPECTS

DR COSTA

FIXING
BROKEN 

BODIES 

LINFOOT
Sharp on a Blade

ROSSI
Stronger than ever

HASLAM
Back in black

EXTRA



IF SPORT 
IS YOUR 
THING
By the time you read this, MotoGP teams around 

the world will be securing the last of their packing 

cases before their priceless machines get shipped to 

Malaysia for the first pre-season test of 2015 in Sepang. 

The WSB boys will have done their last European test 

before heading to Phillip Island for round one and the 

BSB teams will be busy building bikes in preparation 

for their winter testing schedule. Even the TT boys 

are flat out, getting fit, swapping teams and reviving 

careers. Don’t miss a move.

EVERY DAY
www.motorcyclenews.com – Our new website 

brings you the latest news and results from all 

the major championship seven days a week, 365 

days a year.

EVERY WEEK
MCN – Pages of news, analyses and opinion 

direct from our team of reporters from inside 

the worlds paddocks every Wednesday.

EVERY MONTH
MCN Sport Extra – A FREE pullout supplement 

once a month free with MCN and dedicated to 

exclusive features, stunning photography and 

expert analysis.

EVERY QUARTER
MCN SPORT – The most in-depth features, 

the best photography and the most forthright 

writers make this glossy magazine a 

must-have for bike race fans. 

WE’VE GOT IT COVERED

2015’s big surprises what we’ve learned from 

the season so far in MotoGP, BSB, and WSB

Dr Costa An extraordinary interview with an 

extraordinary career-saving, life-saving doc

Freeze Frame Sam Sunderland’s 

aiming to leave rally rivals in his dust

P4 P8 P10

THE GREATEST 
SEASON YET?
2015 is set to be among the greatest racing seasons in 

living memory, and nowhere more than on the roads.

It’s almost impossible to think of a time when so much 

has been at stake for so many TT racers. Every one of 

the top 10 has something special to prove – and this is 

the year they must do it.

For some, like Tyco BMW’s William Dunlop, 

Kawasaki’s Gary Johnson (GBMoto) and James Hillier 

(Quattro Plant) they’ll feel this must be the year they 

make the superbike breakthrough. 

Honda’s Conor Cummins and PBM Kawasaki-

mounted Ian Hutchinson have already scaled huge 

mountains in their personal battles to overcome injury 

and force themselves back into the fray. 2015 will ask 

the final question of two men who have already given 

almost everything. 

Twenty years separates the careers of MarTrain 

Yamaha’s Dean Harrison and the fastest man ever 

around the Mountain course, veteran Bruce Anstey. 

In the year he’ll celebrate his 46th birthday, the Flying 

Kiwi knows time is running out for him to convert the 

incredible speed he used to set the first ever 132mph TT 

lap last year into his first superbike race win.

If all are clearly under pressure, there are three who 

know they will be squeezed between solid rock and the 

hardest place imaginable at this year’s TT.

Last year was a nightmare for the TT’s greatest living 

exponent, John McGuinness, after he broke his wrist on 

his dirtbike in March. With Honda maintaining their faith 

in the 21 times winner, the Morecambe man knows that 

he must deliver the goods in June. 

The challenge is equally stark for Guy Martin. Still 

chasing an elusive TT win and having declared this may 

be his last TT, the chips are down for the Tyco BMW 

man. With the two machines that won all of the major 

races at last year’s TT – the S1000RR BMW in Tyco 

livery and a Smith’s 675cc Triumph – there really can be 

no excuses.

But whatever Martin’s 2015 travails amount to, 

Michael Dunlop’s are of a completely different order. 

After making the BMW a winner last season, the 

Ballymoney man has elected to race the untested and 

unknown Milwaukee Yamaha YZF-R1M in 2015. Not 

since the days of Mike Hailwood on the Ducati or Joey 

Dunlop on the Honda SP-1 has any rider thrown caution 

to the wind in this way. 

Having decimated his rivals to win eight TTs in the last 

two years, Dunlop’s self confidence is sky high – and 

we only have to wait another 45 days to find out if it’s 

enough, or if this will be the year McGuinness, Martin 

and Co can stop him in his tracks.

Bring it on!
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Five minutes with…
Michael Dunlop

The Yamaha R1 hasn’t 

won a race in the Island 

for ten years now, so 

you’ve got another op-

portunity to write a piece 

in the history book.

That’s what I’m here for. 

That’s my job. That’s what 

I’m employed to do: to 

win races.

What qualities do you 

look for in a new bike?

It’s very hard to ask for 

something. A bike at the 

end of the day is a base 

road bike, so you have to 

work with what it’s got. You 

can’t really go in shouting 

for this, that and the other. 

If the bike hasn’t got it as 

standard you’re up against 

it before you start. You’ve 

just got to keep at it. 

There’s still a steel 

erection business in the 

family. Is that still part of 

your life?

Yes. I still do bits and 

pieces, keep at it. Couple of 

farm sheds, stuf  like that 

there. Still doing a bit of 

graf ing there. You’ve got to 

keep working, keep going.

There have been trag-

edies in your family. 

What makes you keep 

road racing?

That’s life in general. Ev-

erybody’s got to die some-

where. There’s no point in 

thinking about this, that 

and the other. We’re all 

going to die at some point. 

You might as well do it 

having a bit of fun.

What is your weight and 

height?

I don’t even know! There 

are a lot of lighter boys. I’m 

a big fella and that’s the 

way it is. 

You won £66,000 in prize 

money alone at the TT 

last year. Are you looking 

forward to another big 

pay packet this year?

I’m there to win races. 

What comes up is  extra. 

I want to go back this year 

and win. That’s my main

goal. My only goal.

with Dunlop, see the 
latest issue of MCN Sport 
on sale now!

with Dunlop, see the 
latest issue of MCN Sport 
on sale now!

For the full interview
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Shakey The eye-opening strength of mind 

it takes to be on top when you’re nudging 40

Walker’s Assen road trip Perhaps ‘safety car’ 

is the wrong thing to call it in Stalker’s hands

P14 P18
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Martin has the best metal 

under him he’s ever had: 

it’s now or never for TV’s 

favourite truck mechanic



It looks like we’re in for the MotoGP 
season we've always dreamed of... 

SURPRISES 
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We’ve never seen a Rossi like this 
When Valentino Rossi walked into the paddock at the opening Sepang test he had the air of a man completely at ease. 
We haven’t seen that level of conf dence from the Italian in years. Just maybe it bodes well for an historic 10th title 

His failures at Ducati robbed him 

of the invincibility everyone had 

been so accustomed to. Last year 

he proved he was the only rider 

consistently able to make life difficult for Marc 

Marquez. But winning in Qatar and then leading 

the world championship after two rounds shows 

Rossi’s once again a true title contender.

At the start of the season everyone hoped Vale 

could still compete with Marc Marquez, but the 

proof of the pudding would have to wait until the 

season started. Being fast in testing is one thing, 

but getting the job done over a 45-minute race is a 

very different story. Rossi’s win in Qatar, which he 

called one of the best of his career, was a stunning 

statement of intent for 2015. It said: I’m here to 

win a 10th title.

When he returned to Yamaha in 2013 he 

showed flashes of his greatness, but couldn’t 

sustain it for a full season. His solitary win came 

at Assen, a race where Jorge Lorenzo rode with 

a fractured collarbone, and was a fortunate 

victory rather than an earned one. But last year 

he was a changed rider; a new crew chief, a new 

riding style, and most importantly a reinvigorated 

motivation to prove himself drove him to take on 

Marc Marquez.

The Spaniard won the first 11 races and the 

title fight was largely academic by June, but as 

Marquez’s closest challenger Rossi proved that 

he was still capable of being a champion. Over the 

winter he continued to get more comfortable with 

his new riding style and now it’s far more natural 

than it was last year. That’s translated into much 

more speed on track and an exponentially more 

confident rider capable of fighting elbow-to-elbow 

with anyone else.

When the definitive book is finally written on 

Rossi’s career the statistics will say he won more 

premier-class races and titles than any other rider 

– but the most impressive thing about his career 

is that he was able to be a front-runner for 20 

years, reinventing himself and his style at will. At 

36 years old Rossi’s desire to train everyday and 

keep at the sharp-end of the sport he loves is like 

an Olympian representing their country for five 

Games straight. It’s incredible and something his 

rivals consistently talk about as the one attribute 

that they respect above all else. 

The truth is, riding a bike is all that matters to 

Rossi. He has more money than he could ever wish 

to spend, a band of loyal friends, and no need to 

risk injury any longer. If he retired tomorrow he 

would rightly be heralded as the greatest rider 

of all time, yet he still consistently comes back 

to race. This year is the most competitive field 

we’ve ever seen in MotoGP – far more so since the 

days we saw Rossi triumph over Roberts, Biaggi, 

Gibernau or Stoner – yet it’s still the grand master 

that’s leading the way.

SO FAR
It looks like we’re in for the MotoGP 
season we've always dreamed of... 

1
We’ve never seen a Rossi like this 
When Valentino Rossi walked into the paddock at the opening Sepang test he had the air of a man completely at ease. 
We haven’t seen that level of conf dence from the Italian in years. Just maybe it bodes well for an historic 10th title 

His failures at Ducati robbed him 

of the invincibility everyone had 

been so accustomed to. Last year 

he proved he was the only rider 

consistently able to make life difficult for Marc 

Marquez. But winning in Qatar and then leading 

the world championship after two rounds shows 

Rossi’s once again a true title contender.

At the start of the season everyone hoped Vale 

could still compete with Marc Marquez, but the 

proof of the pudding would have to wait until the 

season started. Being fast in testing is one thing, 

but getting the job done over a 45-minute race is a 

very different story. Rossi’s win in Qatar, which he 

called one of the best of his career, was a stunning 

statement of intent for 2015. It said: I’m here to 

win a 10th title.

When he returned to Yamaha in 2013 he 

showed flashes of his greatness, but couldn’t 

sustain it for a full season. His solitary win came 

SO FAR

Reinvigorated Rossi held off a tooth-and-nails charge from Dovi in Qatar

It was Qatar that sprung the first real surprise: 

Marquez made a mistake as a result of 

pressure he felt from the Yamaha and Ducati 

riders. Fighting back through the field to finish 

in the top five was impressive, but he didn’t 

have the pace to win that race. 

Next came COTA, a circuit tailor-made 

for Honda-mounted Marquez. But while his 

stunning pole lap was rightly heralded as one 

of the greatest in MotoGP history, it was also a 

sign of how hard he needs to push this year.

On that lap the bike was always on a knife-

edge, every corner looked like a crash about 

to happen. Such is the speed of his rivals, 

Marquez will now have to perform miracles 

to claim pole position at most races. Starting 

from the second row is now a genuine concern 

for him and that puts him at risk of first corner 

accidents. Being able to get away and pull out 

a lead becomes harder, and because of his 

aggressive riding style a mistake is always a 

possibility. And while you can get away with 

small mistakes and running wide when you’re 

in front, you won’t when you’re in the pack.

Make no mistake, Marquez is the favourite 

to win a third title this year, but it will be the 

hardest fight of his career so far.

It only gets 
harder for 
Marquez

season we've always dreamed of... 

We’ve never seen a Rossi like this We’ve never seen a Rossi like this 

hardest fight of his career so far.
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Over the winter Jorge Lorenzo looked 

reinvigorated. The double MotoGP champion was 

primed to win again in 2015 and put a miserable 

year behind him. But bad luck has curtailed his 

charge so far, and whether it’s a freak helmet 

problem or health issues the simple fact is that 

the championship standings sadly don’t come with 

mitigating asterisks beside his name. Only results 

matter and Lorenzo hasn’t had enough of them 

yet. He can still win the title, but how many believe 

he will? Jorge needs to turn his fortunes around 

soon – to banish the suspicion he’s set to inherit 

Dani Pedrosa’s jinx.  

Maturity and patience aren’t two words that 

come to mind when one thinks of Andrea 

Iannone, but the strides he’s made over the 

winter are a clear indication that he is on the 

verge of becoming the latest alien.

The Italian is riding like the man who was 

capable of riding off into the distance in Moto2 

races. In those days consistency and application 

were clearly an issue and that’s continued to be 

the case at Pramac for the last two years. But 

now Ducati finally look to have a kingmaker not 

a widowmaker on their hands in the form of the 

GP15, he’s surely ready to win in MotoGP.

Danny Kent and Sam Lowes 

made history in America 

by becoming the first Brits 

since 1977 to win races on the same day, and the 

pair have firmly established their credentials as 

title favourites. 

Lowes has dominated Moto2 so far this year. 

His early-season pace has showed he is the 

fastest man in the intermediate class, 

but mistakes and crashes will hurt his 

chances. Once he irons out these little 

issues, title rivals Johann Zarco and Tito 

Rabat will be quaking in their kangaroo-

skin boots. 

Kent stepped back to Moto3 last year, 

and having struggled for the first half of 

the year his grand prix career was clearly 

under threat. But a move to Leopard 

Racing has reinvigorated his chances. He’s 

settled into the team instantly and spent 

the winter training harder than ever. And 

it’s paid off by making him the man to beat 

in Moto3. The manner in which he rode 

away from the competition at COTA showed 

how complete a rider he has become.

Britain’s on 
the brink of 
a GP champ

Lorenzo 
has a case 
of Spanish 
flu

Iannone 
is ready to 
beam up

Moto2 rivals don’t have an answer for Lowes’ raw pace

Cheer up Jorge, there’s still 15 rounds to go

Now riding harder for wins, 

Marquez may not have the 

energy for celebrations

Pedrosa’s out for the 

foreseeable, but HRC didn’t 

want Casey to take his place

Rossi welcomes Iannone into the alien club

3
6

4

A recurrence of arm-pump problems left 

Dani Pedrosa on the sidelines after Qatar. 

Surgery will hopefully solve the problem 

but until he can prove his fitness his career 

is hanging in the balance. When Casey 

Stoner made an offer to return to Repsol 

Honda it was amazingly rejected by HRC. 

The Japanese bosses decided that after two 

years of pleading with Stoner to return to 

MotoGP he wasn’t ready to come back as a 

replacement rider.

It appeared Honda were unwilling to risk 

Stoner looking off the pace and fighting for 

points rather than podiums. HRC test rider 

Hiro Aoyama was instead drafted in, and 

was promptly out-qualified by the Open 

Hondas in Austin. Surely the risk of seeing 

Stoner in the lower reaches of the top 10 

would have been a more acceptable risk. 

Stoner took to twitter to vent about 

the decision, but with a racing return at 

this year’s Suzuka 8 Hours he will get 

the a chance to prove that he is still as 

fast as ever.

HRC snub Stoner
over Pedrosa

5
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The Clinica Mobile founder has rescued the 
careers of some of MotoGP’s greatest riders 

THE LIFE 
SAVER

By Peter Guld

MCN CONTRIBUTOR

For injured MotoGP riders, Dr Costa’s face has 

provided comfort and healing for the past 40 years

W
ithout him Valentino Rossi would 
have grown up without a father 
and we would have long forgot-
ten the name of Mick Doohan. 
When people hear his name in 
pitlane some wave their hands 
to show their lack of respect 

while others honour him in their prayers. The 
riders, however, adore him as if he walks on wa-
ter. The man in question is Dr Claudio Marcello 
Costa – the man synonymous with the famous 
Clinica Mobile.

In an exclusive interview with MCN, the 
74-year-old, who has treated practically every 
GP star over the last 40 years, reveals his unwa-
vering passion for racing, the joys of seeing an 
injured rider return to winning ways, and the 
pain of losing some of his closest friends to the 
sport he loves.

How was Clinica Mobile launched?
“My father Checco was a huge fan of the Daytona 
200, so in 1972 he decided that he would organise 
its European counterpart and this became the 
Imola 200. He was also a doctor, therefore he 
established an emergency first aid team to help 
riders; this is how Clinica Mobile was founded.

“He included me in his team, and I was thrown 
in at the deep end: I had to treat life-threatening 
injuries, and I sweated because of the responsibil-
ity. Otherwise it was a wonderful weekend, and 
Paul Smart won the race with his silver Ducati. 
Our presence also reassured the racers and they 
asked us to follow them to the world champion-
ship, too. Barry Sheene said: “If someone has an 
accident, he would be well to do it in Imola, since 
Costa is there.” Finally we converted a van, fit-
ted it with medical equipment and followed the 
travelling circus wherever we could.

“The public first saw Clinica Mobile on February 
3, 1977 at the Paul Ricard Circuit. Our first official 
race was in Salzburg on May 1, 1977.” 

When you started many people doubted the need 
for you, even IRTA (International Race Teams 
Association). How did that feel?
“When the Clinica Mobile was ready I believed 
everyone would be happy, but they weren’t and 
the attacks really upset me. The attitude changed 
after we saved the lives of Patrick Fernandez and 

Franco Uncini in our first race. Well, at least the 
attitude of the racers did and they supported and 
protected us. Thanks to them, opinions changed 
and by the late 90s IRTA finally appointed us as 
the doctor of grand prix. Even then Clinica Mobile 
was like a tiny village, the island of tranquillity 
among the many race trucks. The racers liked us 
and we provided a family environment.” 

The 1972 250GP world champion Jarno Saarinen 
was your close friend. To what extent did his 
death motivate you?
“For me everything truly began on May 20, 1973 
- the day when Jarno Saarinen died in Monza. I 
only met him in March of that year but in this 
short time we became very close. Saarinen said 
that I was the only one who could treat him.

“The year started fantastically, he won several 
races and then came the race in Monza. Jarno 
didn’t like the track and he said this to several 
journalists before the race. I could sense tragedy 
in the air even before the race started and so could 
he. Before the race Saarinen looked at his wife 
Soili and said: “Should anything happen to me, 
give my riding gear to Costa. From here everyone 
knows the story. In the 250 race Pasolini’s mo-
torcycle slipped at the Curva Grande and crashed 
into the guard rail through the bales of hay, then 
flew up into the air and back onto the race track, 
hitting Saarinen.

“By the time the ambulance arrived, there was 
an apocalyptic scene: the race track was in flames 
and 14 racers were lying on the ground. Saarinen 

was dead, Pasolini was dying, Walter Villa and 
Victor Palomo were fighting for their lives. I was 
in the surgery preparing to receive the injured. 
Saarinen was brought in on a stretcher with his 
body covered. I uncovered him and saw a terrible 
sight; his face was unrecognisable and covered 
in blood. I instinctively kissed him, covered him 
again and hurried to Pasolini. I tried to save him, 
without hope. 

“Fate is strange; despite his wishes, I never got 
Saarinen’s riding gear. While I was writing the 
minutes about the causes of his death, his full 
gear was stolen from the morgue.”

How many racers careers and lives have you saved?
“Some of the racers I have saved include Franco 
Uncini, Patrick Fernandez, Johnny Cecotto,  
Phillipe Coulon, Graziano Rossi, Gianfranco 
Bonera, Virginio Ferrari, Carlos Checa, Roberto 
Locatelli, Randy Krummenacher, Mick Doohan 
and Loris Capirossi. Apart from them, I also 
helped Alex Zanardi (former F1 racer) to recover 
physically and spiritually (after losing his legs in 
a CART race in 2001).”

Recently Valentino Rossi’s mother said that she 
was grateful to you for saving Graziano’s life in 
1982, how does this make you feel?
“You see, these moments make me happy. We 
are humans and we like being acknowledged, 
just like a child who is craving to be praised.”

Which of your healings was the most memorable?
“Definitely Mick Doohan. He had arrived in the 
Netherlands in 1992 with hopes of becoming the 
world champion, but the Assen race changed 
everything. He had a horrendous crash and his 
right leg was seriously damaged. He was imme-
diately transported to hospital and operated on. 
One day later it turned out that the operation was 
unsuccessful and the doctors decided to amputate.

“Mick asked for my opinion so I went to the 
hospital to check the wound but I was thrown 
out on grounds that I had no permit to work in 
the Netherlands. I wanted to help and I felt that I 
couldn’t allow them to amputate his leg; therefore 
we decided to leave the Dutch hospital. I provided 
the suitable conditions in Italy, ordered a plane 
fitted with medical equipment and we travelled 
to the hospital in Bologna. By then his leg was at 
the final stage.

“Taking the last chance, I sewed the injured 
leg with the healthy part, hoping that circula-

CLAUDIO COSTA
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‘I am the person 
who prepares 
them for the 

fight and assists 
their dreams’

Costa applies a healing 

compress to Lorenzo’s 

freshly broken collarbone 

in the immediate after-

math of his horrendous 

highside, Assen 2013
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tion would start in the injured limb, and the plan 
worked. Doohan received regular oxygen therapy, 
and after the treatments I took him home and he 
rested in our house for a long time afterwards. 
My father started this tradition in the 70s, he also 
regularly looked after the injured racers, always 
in the same room. We call this room ‘the room of 
magic’. In my childhood my grandmother warned 
me several times: ‘Claudio, you can sometimes 
hear strange voices and noises in this building, 
but don’t be afraid, these are not the voices of 
death but those of life.’”

You treat riders from every country but only speak 
Italian, how do you communicate with them?
“Newborn babies don’t speak but their reactions 
reveal a lot. Body language is much more important 
in my work than verbal communication. With 
some expertise, the body gives such accurate 
feedback that it is worth more than any words. 
Dialogue can be a secondary factor at best.”

Have you ever had to be the person to stop a rider 
from racing?
“Luckily, I am not the person to decide on the 
eligibility of a rider, that is down to the circuit 

doctor. I am the person who prepares them for 
the fight and assists their dreams.”

Were you involved in trying to help Casey Stoner 
when he suffered a mysterious illness (later di-
agnosed as Lactose Intolerance)?
“He had spiritual problems rather than physi-
cal ones. He was unable to face reality and could 
not accept the possibility of losing. He was like 
a child who cannot handle failure. Frustration 
burned him up and he was incapable of racing in 
that state of mind. Even those people who were 
close to him were unable to help him.

“Stoner is a melancholic person – something 
I like him for. He decided to leave and solve his 
problems himself, without help. He returned home 
and found everything he was looking for in the 
depths of Australia: peace of mind. He collected 
strength and managed to make maybe the one of 
the best comebacks of motorsport with a clear 
head. The terrible months thoroughly changed 
him. He accepted how to lose and due to this, he 
came back at the top again.”

Are you able to treat all racers equally?
“I like them all without exceptions, like a mother 

‘The body 
gives such 

accurate 
feedback, 

worth 
more than 
any words’

Doohan spent time at Costa’s home to heal the leg he almost lost

Costa was on hand to help Mick Doohan through his long recovery

‘The race 
track was in 

flames and 14 
racers were 
lying on the 

ground’

Clinica Mobile is 
stocked with cutting-
edge equipment and 14 
highly trained medical 
professionals

It was the worst injury in 

his career but Costa’s team 

helped The Doctor back on 

his feet after badly break-

ing his leg in Mugello, 2010
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loves all her children: unconditionally.”

And how do you manage the situation when 
two riders who do not get on arrive for treat-
ment at the same time?
“There are 14 of us who work here and we can 
divide the area, if necessary. Should we need 
to treat them at the same time, we can solve 
that, too. Those people who turn to me for 
help must be aware of one thing: I don’t turn 
away any racer for the sake of another one.”

In 2010 Rossi had the first big crash of his ca-
reer, how serious was it?
“It was unpleasant from a medical aspect as he 
had an open fracture and the bone punctured 
his skin. You have to act quickly in such cases. 
The most important thing is always to bring 
the broken bones back into alignment as soon 
as possible, even before the injured person is 
taken to hospital. This is the only way to avoid 
the danger of infection. Putting the bones back 
into position is one precise movement. As no-
body undertook the task, I put on the gloves 
and put the bone back into position and then 
he was delivered to hospital by helicopter.

“Due to Dr Buzzi’s thorough work, 
Valentino could walk again four days later. The 
normal recovery time would have been four 
weeks. This is the way Rossi could become a 
hero again.”

Do you co-operate with every riding apparel 
manufacturer or exclusively with Dainese?
“Primarily with Dainese, but we help anyone 
who turns to us. Dainese has a gigantic library 
and we can find almost all possible types of 
injury that racers have ever had. Earlier we rec-
ommended the back protector and developing 
the hump on the riding apparel. Actually, the 
armadillo’s shell served as the starting point for 
this idea. We have also helped with developing 
protective gear for jockeys, but gloves have 
always been my favourites. If there is a fall, 
it is always the fingers that are first injured.”

Did Marco Simoncelli’s death influence your 
decision to stop travelling to the races and 
working in the Clinica Mobile?
“Not directly, but his loss hurt very much as I 
liked him a lot. His death distressed me, there-
fore I tried to handle the situation by telling 

myself that Marco would live forever in people’s 
hearts and memories, simply because he had a 
magical personality.” 

Can you see a link between the fact that your 
career started with the loss of one of your best 
friends Jarno Saarinen and ended with the loss of 
Marco Simoncelli who was also very close to you?
“The two cases are not identical. As I have said 
before, my personality and my unbroken pro-
fessional calling was created due to the terrible 
pain over Jarno’s loss. Marco’s death, however, 
is different. And, naturally, my age cannot be 
ignored, either: I was 32 back then but now I am 
74 years old.”

To what extent do you miss working at the 
Clinica Mobile?
“I cannot put the feeling in to words. All the 
world’s wealth would not be enough to buy the 
feelings that I have received from my time at 
the Clinica Mobile. It cannot be translated into 
material wealth, since we are talking about pure 
feelings, which are worth more than any treasure. 
And the feelings were governed by only these 
words: ‘I want to race.’” 

FACTS

Rider hopitalisations 
per season

4

Years Clinica Mobile 
has been operational

30

Clinica staff 

14

Hour service

24

Like most riders he treats, Costa and Doohan remain great friends

Costa is always on call to help riders wherever and whenever

Cal gave Costa plenty of work to do in his rookie MotoGP years!

Simoncelli’s death in 2010 brought a bookend to Costa’s career

The Clinica Mobile has 

come a long way since its 

1970s beginnings
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Britain’s Sam Sunderland powers his way 

down one of the monster dunes on his way to 

second place in the opening round of the FIM 

Cross Country World Championship in Abu 

Dhabi. 

Sunderland, a Dakar stage-winner and the 

fastest British rally rider for a generation, will 

be looking for victory in round two in the 

QMMF Qatar round this week. 

The Rally championship attracts the best 

riders from all around the world, but for the 

factory men it’s just a pre-cursor to the main 

event: The Dakar Rally, which takes place in 

January 2016. It may not have the monster 

days or go on as long as the Dakar but the 

world championship is still a brutal afair 

where the fastest riders in the world bid for 

glory in the crucial opening round of the six-

round world championship.

Sunderland is one of the sport’s hard-

charging young guns but he’s not the only 

one making a move on the world. Toby Price, 

Matthias Walkner and Joan Barreda are all 

elite MX or Enduro riders in their own right. 

But the benchmark remains Spaniard Marc 

Coma. At 38 he’s been at the top of the sport 

for more than a decade and has six world 

championships and fve Dakar titles to his 

name.

Gone are the days of big twins or even 

big singles at Dakar, but that’s not to say 

the current crop of bikes aren’t fast. It’s not 

uncommon to see riders exceed 110mph fat-

out for hour afer hour on 450cc singles that 

carry over 30 litres of fuel.

Despite being highly-strung and highly- 

tuned race bikes, one engine will last a 

complete Dakar – so more than 6000 miles. In 

a six-day race such as Abu Dhabi, navigation 

is less demanding, so the pace is fast and 

riders and bikes are pushed to the limit in 

temperatures close to 50°C.

KTM remain the masters of the Rally world. 

They’ve won the last 14 Dakars but since 

Honda’s full-factory return in 2013 they’re 

being pushed harder every year. And it’s not 

just these two manufacturers who want to 

beneft from the kudos that the Dakar and the 

world rally championship brings in terms of 

bike sales – Yamaha are also getting serious, 

along with factory eforts from Beta, Sherco 

and GasGas.

FREEZE         FRAME
Extreme heat, isolation and the search for desert glory
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BSB’S KEPT

2015’s biggest surprise 

package might come in the 

form of quiet Yorkshireman Dan 

Linfoot. An outsiders’ bet when 

he was selected to join Jason 

O’Halloran on BSB’s only full-factory bike in 

the form of the Honda Racing Fireblade, he’s 

nonetheless proved how much he deserved the 

chance at a top bike.

Firing out of the gates at the opening round 

at Donington Park, the 26-year-old breathed 

down the neck of defending champion Shane 

Byrne for a full 20 laps, earning his second ever 

podium and the respect of many in the process.

Linfoot told MCN: “It wasn’t a surprise to me 

because I’ve always believed in myself and 

known what I was capable of. Some of that 

came out last year at Thruxton, but I wasn’t 

able to finish the job off and get a podium – but 

that changed at Donington.

“I’m realistic enough to know Shakey still 

wasn’t at 100% fitness, and he still came off 

best, but it was one of my best performances 

ever – and it was my first race on the Honda, 

whereas he’s been on that bike for about four 

years now.”

Not only pushing Shakey for almost the entire 

race, Linfoot was also able to do with ease 

something many of his rivals struggle to do; 

successfully make a pass on the notoriously 

hard-to-overtake four-time champ. 

“I got to the front and it caught me a little by 

This season already has us on the edge of our seats...

surprise. I was aggressive in the first few laps, 

but I sort of got there unexpectedly! I got behind 

Shakey, saw a few opportunities to pass, and I 

just couldn’t hold myself back.

“It was a case of ‘well I’ve done it now’ so I 

just led in my own way. Shakey came past me 

and tried to break away, but I was able to up my 

pace and go with him – and then I saw another 

passing opportunity, so I took it again!”

With that sort of pace – and heaps of respect 

from Byrne, who likened the battle to his scraps 

with Alex Lowes back in 2013 – it’s now looking 

like only a matter of time before Linfoot can 

make the step up to race winner.

So what’s changed for him in the off-season? 

With a team who know exactly what they’re 

doing, a bike developed to almost perfection, 

and a rider mentally and physically on the ball, 

it seems Linfoot’s talent is finally getting the 

chance to rise to the top.

“If the team hadn’t taken a year out we 

wouldn’t be as strong as we are this year; 

racing every weekend doesn’t give you the 

chance to develop the bike in the way they have, 

so it’s been a massive benefit to us – the old 

Fireblade just keeps giving to us.” 

Such a shame then that with a fractured wrist 

at Brands Hatch, his soaring start has been 

set back. With the Honda rider highsiding out 

of free practice, it remains to be seen whether 

Linfoot’s next surprise of the season can be a 

rapid bounce back to podium pace.  

1
What’s the limit for Linfoot?
The only rider to make Shakey look catchable has done it on the quiet, on 
the relatively forgotten Fireblade. It’s a surprise to everyone — but himself

WAYS
BSB’S KEPT

Confident, fit, and ultra-

fast, the Essex boy first 

impressed in Spanish testing, but he backed it up 

at Donington by showing that he had the pace to 

challenge for the all-important Showdown top six.

But crashing out of both races didn’t do him any 

good, and he now needs to find out how to convert 

his flat-out speed into race-long consistency.

In terms of having people around you that you 

can learn from, however, he’s in an ideal situation. 

With veteran Chris Walker on the other side of the 

garage and former champion Tommy Hill looking 

after both of them as team boss, if Buchan can 

iron out the crashes while keeping the speed he 

could be a future title contender.

Seeing a standard 

swingarm, tank, and a 

largely standard engine on 

the new Milwaukee Yamaha 

R1 for the opening rounds of the season came as 

something of a shock.

Despite taking delivery of their new bikes back 

in November, Milwaukee’s development has 

nonetheless been delayed as the new kit parts are 

built in Yamaha’s German workshop. Working with 

legendary tuner Marcus Eschenbacker, though, 

the team are hoping it’ll soon pay dividends.

Although it’s not exactly hurting them too 

much, with Josh Brookes proving right out of the 

box that the bike is podium-capable. Given a few 

more rounds of development, expect to see the R1 

be a championship contender by Showdown time.

Something 
big’s 
happened 
to Buchan

The R1’s a 
run-wot-
ya-brung2 3

US GUESSING

Buchan will be working his way up the grid in 2015 Look past the bling and see the R1’s standard swinger

Linfoot’s planning on 

giving Shakey the run-

around in 2015
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With Ryuichi Kiyonari having a disastrous 

weekend on his Buildbase BMW, the pressure was 

now on Tyco — the newly factory-supported squad 

— to fly the flag for the German marque.

But the Ballymoney-based team are struggling 

much more than anyone, themselves included, 

were expecting. Working hard with BMW to get 

their electronics system to give the riders proper 

feedback, expect them to come good as the 

season goes on; they may well turn out to be the 

team to watch.

Does it count as a surprise anymore when Shane 

Byrne pulls an incredible performance out of the 

bag while riding injured? A broken hand and still-

healing ankles from a monster testing highside 

didn’t slow the PBM Kawasaki rider down in the 

slightest at the season-opener, romping home to a 

second and a win to kick-start his season.

‘Old but gold’ BSB and WSB veteran Walker is 

old enough to be the dad of half the racers he’s 

up against this year in BSB, but does that slow 

him down at all? Does it hell!

While the Be Wiser Kawasaki rider hasn’t 

started 2015 as well as he started 2014 – with 

a podium in the opening round – there’s a lot 

of new competition coming into the series 

this year, and to be still running top 10 against 

the likes of Michael Laverty and his ultra-fast 

team-mate Danny Buchan is testament to the 

motivation the 43-year-old still has.

Before he turned up at Donington Park, Peter 

Hickman had yet to even sit on his new BMW 

S1000RR machine, which makes his results over 

the opening rounds even more spectacular.

And with his RAF Reserves Racing team 

making the switch from Honda to BMW over 

the winter, there was a lot of learning to do for 

the team. Hickman, an experienced BMW rider 

from his highly successful turn to the roads in 

2014, also had work to do, learning the German 

manufacturer’s latest evolution of the bike.

But learn it he did, as reflected by his 

impressive results right out of the trap. And while 

he may not be running in the leading pack just 

yet, he may well be able to carry forwards his 

impressive early form into a Showdown spot.

“The first round massively exceeded our 

expectation that’s for sure; the opening round 

was the first time we had the full team working on 

the bike, so we were hoping for two point-scoring 

races, so I was more than a bit shocked by two top 

five finishes!”

Where-o-
where did 
Tyco go?

Can 
anything 
stop 
battered 
Byrne?

Chris Walker: the 
perpetual performer

Hickman 
flies high 
with the 
RAF

4

7

5

6
Kiyo threw it away, but Tyco weren’t able to pick it up

Too sore to lift a trophy but Byrne still blitzed BSB

Walker may be older, 

but he’s definitely 

Be Wiser 

A Showdown spot 

is definitely in 

Hickman’s sights
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THE                                  B

W
hen you’ve already won a cham-
pionship a record four times, 
you’ve got a wife and two chil-
dren to think about, and there’s 
only one birthday left before 
the big four-zero comes up, can 
you really be that motivated to 

go for title number five?
Wouldn’t it be tempting just to trouser the 

money for a final couple of seasons, and use your 
track guile just to glide into top six places in the 
points table?

Shane Byrne, 38, is in exactly that position as he 
approaches the 2015 MCE British Superbike season 
on the Paul Bird Motorsport Kawasaki, and has 
the prospect of winning a fifth championship. 

But as it stands the Kent rider is showing ab-
solutely no signs or intentions of slowing down. 
MCN sat him in the psychiatrist’s chair - actually, 

a stool in a side room at the RAC club in London 
- and probed his psyche. 

Can the desire to win be as strong now as when 
you were fighting for your first title?
If anything, it’s stronger. It’s been a funny old 
journey. I started off doing a bit of journalism 
with Colin Schiller and Fast Bikes magazine, got 
into racing and that went well. I got to MotoGP 
and thought that that would be me. I’d wanted 
to be a MotoGP rider for however long.

I got a million and one promises and I was wait-
ing for it to happen, but in the end it just didn’t. 
I got to a point where I was so down with giving 
everything I had just to finish 14th or 15th - even 
lower sometimes. I just wanted to be a winner. 

Then the British championships came along. I 
lost in 2013 to Alex Lowes at the last round, and 
that really hurt. It fired me up to for 2014 and I 
thought, I want this badly.

An interesting thing happened over the winter: 
I started managing Jake Dixon, Darren Dixon’s 

son, and he’s been training with me. He’s a 
19-year-old kid who’s super-fit. I’m old enough 
to be his dad, but Jake to me is another rival. He 
could be Kiyo [Ryuichi Kiyonari] or any of my 
championship rivals for this season. Because he 
is that much younger than me, and supposedly 
that much fitter, I’m so determined every time we 
go out cycling or to the gym. I want to do heavier 
weights and I want to do a better time on the bike 
and I want to beat him up every climb. He’s like, 
“I want to show you, because if you’re the BSB 

champ I want to be even stronger.”
We get on really well as mates, but there’s this 

strong desire to beat each other. Me trying to prove 
that I can beat him is pushing me on even further.

What does your training consist of?
Every time I put myself through physical torture 
I get mentally stronger. You’re pedalling and you 
have nothing left in your legs to get you to the top 
of the climb. The top might be only 20 metres 
further and your heart rate monitor is telling you 
you’re way over 100 percent. But having the legs 
to still get over the top makes you think “that was 
really hard, but now I can do it again”.

Because it’s been rubbish weather I’ve been 
doing only 10 or 15 hours of cycling a week. We 
did a 70-mile sportive (a group outing, but riding 
against yourself) the other Sunday in the Weald 
of Kent, which is really hilly. It gave me personal 
satisfaction to know that Jake finished the ride 
feeling tired, but I felt quite strong. Jake laid in 
until whatever time on Monday, but I went out 

By Mike Nicks

MCN CONTRIBUTOR

‘Every time I put 
myself through 

torture I get 
mentally stronger’
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that’ but he remains the absolute man to beat in 

2015 as he focuses on BSB title number five
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on a bike again for two hours just to spin myself 
over. It’s that whole cementing in your head that 
you’re doing more than anyone else. 

How do you tackle Clearways, the last corner on 
the 2.43-mile Brands Hatch Grand Prix circuit?
You come out of Stirling’s Bend in second gear, and 
go up to fourth and then back to third. Braking at 
Clearways is really difficult because the surface is 
slightly downhill. You need to scrub off a load of 
speed, because you need the bike to be settled as 
you drop across the top of the apex on the brow 
of the hill and into Clearways.

Then the track drops away and it’s negative 
camber. If you’ve got too much front brake on, 
it’s very easy to lose the front end. If you panic 
and hit a load of brake and let the brake off, the 
suspension rises back up and the bike doesn’t want 
to steer. It’s quite a tricky entrance to Clearways, 
but once you’ve got that right, all you’re thinking 
about is getting the throttle on as hard as possible.

We’re doing maybe 150mph going towards 

Clearways, 80-90mph at the apex, and about 
175mph before Paddock. Brands still gives me the 
same thrill as the first time I rode there.

You’re surrounded by young, hungry riders. Who 
do you most fear in 2015?
I don’t fear anyone. Fear isn’t the correct term. 
You often get asked, who’s going to be your main 
rival, who’s going to be the one challenging for 
wins? But I just concentrate on me. If I do my job 
properly and arrive at the track in good shape, I 
work hard on the Friday and Saturday and get a 
good qualifying position, I know that on Sunday 
there’s a good chance that I’ll be able to win. Fo-
cussing on Kiyonari, for instance, and what lap 
time he’s doing is not going to improve my set-up 
for Sunday’s racing. So I just concentrate on me.

Younger guys have fewer responsibilities. So if 
you’re shoulder-to-shoulder, isn’t the family 
man going to roll it off first?
As a young rider I once went for an interview 

with Ben Atkins and his Ducati team. Sean 
Emmett was the other rider they were considering. 
I didn’t have a lot of money, but I bought myself 
a shirt, trousers and tie because I wasn’t going to 
turn up in a pair of jeans and a hoodie.

We had a conversation about what made me a 
better choice than Sean. I remember saying, “I’ve 
got no kids or mortgage to worry about. I don’t 
care - I just want to win races. Sean got the job 
anyway, but it was a bit of a life lesson. I remember 
thinking, “He can’t possibly give what I can give, 
when he’s got all that to worry about”.

The ironic thing is that once you get married 
and have children, it gives you that grounding that 
allows you to focus even more. So it’s almost like 
an asset. Being this young footloose, fancy-free  
guy that thinks he can conquer the world, can 
actually detract from what is in front of you. If you 
treat racing like a pyramid, you need that family 
on the bottom level, because that is the strong-
est level. As long as that fundamental piece is in 
place, you’re going to be stronger than anyone.

2001: 8th BSB (Suzuki)

2002: 4th BSB (Ducati)

2003: 1st BSB (Ducati), 

16th WSB (Ducati)*

2004: 20th MotoGP (Aprilia)

2005: 24th MotoGP (Proton-KTM, Honda)

2006: 6th BSB (Suzuki)

2007: 5th BSB (Honda)

2008: 1st BSB (Ducati)

2009: 8th WSB (Ducati)

2010: 10th WSB (Ducati)

2011: 3rd BSB (Honda)

2012: 1st BSB (Kawasaki)

2013: 2nd BSB (Kawasaki)

2014: 1st BSB (Kawasaki)

SHAKEY’S
Ups and Downs

*Double win at Brands Hatch as wild-card rider

2015 as he focuses on BSB title number five

Shakey won the war for 

four but does the family 

man from Kent have the 

drive for five?
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Manufacturer battles and Brits on top, what’s not to like?

Everybody hoped Ducati 

would be back to their 

best in 2015, some even feared they would 

romp away. While that second possibility has 

not arisen so far, Davies has already stuck a 

big trophy into the peerlessly impressive but 

recently dusty Ducati cabinet back in Bologna.

We prayed for a three-way fight most 

weekends – Kawasaki v Aprilia v Ducati – and 

we’re now getting it.

According to perceived 

wisdom in the paddock, 

the new WSB tech rules have made everything 

closer than ever. What they’ve done in reality, 

and will do every year from now on, is make 

WSB cheaper for everybody from the mid-field 

down. It was worth doing for that reason alone 

– but it ain’t perfect. The races as yet are still 

spread out like in most other years, with an 

elite and then everybody else. 

Leon Haslam was once nearly 

a WSB Champion. It was back 

in 2010 on a Suzuki that lagged 

behind the dominant Aprilia. 

Across four subsequent seasons, that would 

have crushed lesser beings, he then suffered 

with sometimes tricky BMW and Honda bikes, 

bizarre electronics issues that carried on even 

after changing manufacturers, a horrid lower 

leg injury that still lingers a little and, worst of 

all, an erroneous general perception that he 

was a busted WSB flush.

Even a forced repatriation to BSB beckoned 

last winter.

But with all the top rides already filled, 

Aprilia suddenly reversed their corporate exit 

strategy and carried on in WSB after all. And 

they came knocking on Leon’s door.

So far, he’s been the only one to keep 

anything like pace with Rea, week-in, week-out, 

and it’s become clear that Leon Haslam may 

yet become a WSB champion.

For the English rider, running at the front 

again in a full-on team after so many tough 

times is everything. “It is a big relief because 

in the back of your mind, even though you 

always have self-belief and confidence, there 

is nothing like the feeling of having a fighting 

chance to go out there and win,” said Leon. 

“And the biggest thing for me is to be part of 

that passionate winning team again. I think that 

is the biggest uplift out of everything.”

After Aprilia looked like leaving only a 

skeleton factory crew behind in WSB to help 

the Red Devils Roma satellite squad, it now 

seems like the boys in black are operating at 

a much higher level, and Haslam has matched 

that with factory rider results since day one.

Rea may be the inexhaustible hare that 

Haslam is chasing right now, but remember 

that Aprilia man Guintoli ran down Sykes in 

the end last year, just when the championship 

looked like going green again.

Can Leon repeat that trick? “In my opinion 

we can, and I have beaten Sylvain’s results at 

every single race we have been to so far,” he 

said. “The problem is that Jonathan is doing an 

even better season than Tom did. If I beat the 

results Aprilia got at every race last year, in 

theory that should make me world champion, 

as it did Sylvain, but not if Jonathan is doing a 

lot better than Tom did.”

Question is, with the new rules that limit the 

Aprilia’s legendary top end, is Leon’s package 

still good enough to beat the Kawasaki?

“We are making the right steps and as long 

as we do that week-in and week-out, then 

we can step up when we have the chance to 

challenge.”

Haslam knows that in Aprilia Racing he has 

met his match with regard to people with the 

will to win. He appreciates that more than 

anything, it seems. “That’s what racing is 

about – passion and drive. It’s about mechanics 

arguing to make you and the bike better. That 

is what I love about racing – it is such a big 

team effort. 10 or 15 guys are working just for 

me, to make me faster, and they all want that 

goal. The good thing about the Aprilia team is 

that none of them seem bothered about how 

we achieve it – we all just want to achieve it. 

To be the rider at the end of all that effort? It 

definitely spurs me on. I think on Saturday at 

Aragon I got into my leathers at nine in the 

morning and never got out of them until seven 

at night. I never actually went back to the 

motorhome between sessions because we 

were analysing data and looking for that little 

bit more – and it resulted in a pole position. 

That’s what’s so good about this team.”

2 3

Haslam’s back in black

1 Leon at last has a ride that’s transformed his pace, his image, 
and most of all his chances of becoming world champion

Chaz Davies took the Panigale’s maiden win in Aragon Tech rule changes have closed the mid-field gap

Aprilia’s desire to 

win could be the key 

to Haslam’s long-

time-coming title

Red’s not 
dead: 
Ducati on 
top again 

Cheaper 
for all, 
closer for 
no-one

‘That’s 
what 

racing is 
about – 
passion 

and drive’
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Many in WSB have always 
thought Jonathan Rea to 

be the most talented rider out there, and as soon 
as he got the chance he would prove it with ease.
So far, that’s just what he’s done on the ZX-10R.

Some thought Sykes would struggle on 
anything but his previous full-power, mega-
electronic Ninja. So far, that has also proved true.
The reasons for this dual-speed Kawasaki start?
Rea is now in a real factory team with people 
who understand his needs and who can then 
simply dip into years of successful settings 
and knowledge to bring him tenths of a 
second on a plate.

Rea said, “I think it is not just the bike, it 
is the way Pere [Riba, crew chief] and all the crew 
adapts to my comments on the weekend. They 
really understand me.”

On the other side of the pit, with much less 
engine power and chassis adjustment compared 
to previous years, Sykes may be forced to change 
his riding style in order to progress. Easier said 
than done, we are first to admit. But, as his recent 
podiums show, the first green shoots of recovery 
are definitely appearing for Sykes too.

Right up there with the 

Loch Ness monster 

winning Strictly Come 

Dancing was the likelihood 

of Troy Bayliss ever returning for more than 

a visit to WSB paddock. But there he was 

in the first two rounds, large as life and 

twice as happy than he seemed in his ‘real’ 

championship years. We all knew he never 

wanted to retire. We all knew him coming back 

would be a PR coup stored in the interstellar 

section of the cupboard of good ideas. But not 

many thought it would ever become a reality in 

2015 – even at his home event.

are definitely appearing for Sykes too.

Rea’s 
talent 
shines 
through 64

5

7

8

Sylvain Barrier has been 
in the wars recently. The 
French rider still has speed 
in his tall and much injured 
frame, so it was a shame 

that he couldn’t do enough to prevent his BMW 
Motorrad Italia team firing him just before round 
three. But WSB’s a hard life for a hired gun – and 
you can only shoot so many blanks.

Chaz Davies has had an up-
and-down start to 2015, two 
podiums and two crashes, 
then a near-win and an actual 
win. The first for Ducati since 

‘12, and the very first for the WSB Panigale. Davies 
has now won on three different machines in WSB.

Jordi Torres is one of those 
larger-than-life riders with 
a joke for every occasion 
and a mischievous 
personality. He has also 

developed a good handle on how to make a WSB 
bike go quick. Expect podium/win/repeat soon.

Hire ’em & 
fire ’em

Chaz has 
done it all

Torres is a 
top bloke

Barrier found himself in the gravel all too often

Davies has now proved he can make any bike win

Super-talented Rea has hit the ground running

Ducati came 

knocking, 

and Bayliss 

couldn’t say no

Rea has bonded 

with his ZX-10R 

and the factory 

Kawasaki crew

Torres and Haslam could be a formidable force

THAT 
Bayliss 
coup
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W
hile it may not be a bike, for a car 
the Alfa 4C comes pretty close: 
240bhp, 895kg and enough car-
bon-fibre to put the MotoGP 
grid to shame. 

Setting off from London’s Ace 
Café, time was tight to get the 

Alfa to Assen in time for its duties as WSB safety 
car – and with a racer like Chris Walker at the 
wheel what could possibly go wrong? MCN’s Sports 
Editor Michael Guy jumped into the passenger 
seat for a chat with the ‘old but gold’ BSB star.

What’s it like having Tommy Hill as your boss in 
the BeWiser Kawasaki BSB team this year?
“I’m not just saying this, but he’s an absolute leg-
end. He’s keen, enthusiastic, he’s 100% behind 

SAFETY CAR?  
When BSB star Chris Walker was approached by Alfa Romeo to deliver                  th

the riders and crew, but he’s not interfering. He 
also hasn’t promised me anything that he hasn’t 
been able to deliver.”

How’s life with your team-mate Danny Buchan?
“It’s a good team, we’ve got the youngest and 
oldest, smallest and tallest riders on the grid. 
He’s categorically got the pace. On a good day he 
could be top five and on a perfect day he could be 
fighting for the podium.”

How does his rookie year compare to your first 
year in BSB?
“Mine was in 1997 when I got signed to ride the 
Cadbury’s Boost Yamaha, I won races, put it on 
pole and finished second in the championship. 
The bike was incredible and it had its own lane 
on the straights! It’s not like that now. This year 
there are 40 riders on the grid, 15 of them could 
win and 20 could be on the podium.”

How long are you going to carry on racing?
“If people didn’t keep asking me that question it 
wouldn’t occur to me to even think about stop-
ping. I still get as I excited as I did in 1997 when I 
head off to the race track and I still enjoy every 
single lap I ride. Plus I still look like a 20-some-
thing when I’ve got my helmet and leathers on.”

How’s the Old but Gold nickname working for you?
“Well it was you that started it when you came 
to the first round at Brands Hatch last year and 
I got on the podium. We had a little joke about it 
– I said I was old but gold and you ran it as your 
headline in MCN! Now I’ve got my own merchan-
dise with it on.”

You’re opening your own Kawasaki dealership in 
Grantham this weekend and it’s fair to say you’ve 
got some good staff working there...
“Yep – I’ve got Colin Wright (legendary BSB and 

‘Assen is the only 
place where I’ve 

ever been arrested, 
way back in 1995’

WSB team boss) as the general manager of the 
showroom. He’s the man that gave me my first 
fully paid BSB ride when I signed for Kawasaki 
in 1998. I rode for him again with GSE Ducati in 
2003 and ended up sixth in the world. Now he’s 
working for me, but I don’t view it like that; we 
worked as a team back then and we’ll be doing the 
same in the showroom. On the workshop side I’ve 
got Chris Hunt running it, he’s been my number 

By Michael Guy

MCN SPORTS EDITOR

Safety car made it to Assen safely. We weren’t worried... honest

It’s only 1700cc but the carbon-fibre-clad 4C makes over 240bhp
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       WE’LL SEE...
r                  the WSB pace car to Assen last weekend he didn’t need asking twice

‘I still get as I excited 
as I did in 1997 when 

I head off to go 
racing’

It is joy? Excitement? Or the 

realisation that his whole 

life has just flashed before 

his eyes that’s making 

MCN’s Michael Guy smile? 

Huge bowl of Ace Cafe porridge will power Walker’s blast to Assen

Captain’s brave to let these two loose with 11,700bhp of ferry

Err, Chris come back with that, WSB can’t start without it...

SEE THE

VIDEO
Be a fly-on-the-wall during 

Stalker’s Assen road trip at 

motorcyclenews.com
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Walker’s WSB win came onboard the PSG ZX-10R at a rain-soaked Assen in 2006 

Highs
“I won my first ever European 

trophy when I got on the podium 

in a 250 race back in 1995. But 

the holy grail of my career is 

winning the opening WSB race 

in 2006 on a Kawasaki.”

Lows
“It’s the track where I had my 

biggest ever crash. I highsided 

the Shell NSR500 GP bike 

in fifth gear through the fast 

rights at the end of the lap – 

wrote the bike off and woke 

up in hospital a day later with 

a big ginger nurse with her 

finger up my arse giving me a 

suppository!” 

Misdemeanours 
“Assen is also the only place 

where I’ve ever been arrested. 

It was way back in 1995, a case 

of mistaken identity! I’ll go into 

that another time…”

WALKER’S ASSEN 
HIGHS AND LOWS
The Dutch circuit always produces drama

one mechanic in BSB for the last six seasons.” 

What do you think of the car?
“I honestly didn’t expect it to be as fast and as noisy 
as it is. You know that when you look around and 
see more carbon than I’ve ever had on a race bike 
that the thing is pretty special. It’s a weapon! It 
blips the throttle for you on down-shifts, and in 
race mode when the brake pressure increases you 
get a digital graph on the dash telling you how 
many Gs you’re pulling!”

We hear you’re doing a parade lap of the TT on a 
H2R – how are you feeling about that?
“I’m shitting myself! I’m actually buying an H2R 
and I’ll be on that bike. The last time I did a lap of 
the TT was on a GPZ500 three days after I passed 
my test – so it’s fair to say it’s been a while.”

THANKS TO: DFDS SEAWAYS
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WEDNESDAY APRIL 22

►Sealine Cross-Country Rally, Qatar

THURSDAY APRIL 23

►Sealine Cross-Country Rally, Qatar

FRIDAY APRIL 24

►Sealine Cross-Country Rally, Qatar

SATURDAY APRIL 25

►Cookstown 100, Northern Ireland

►AMA Supercross: East Rutherford, New 

Jersey

►Trials World Championship, Motegi, Japan

SUNDAY APRIL 26

►Trials World Championship, Motegi, Japan

►MXGP, Valkenswaard, Holland

FRIDAY MAY 1

►MotoGP, Jerez, Spain

SATURDAY MAY 2

►AMA Supercross, Las Vegas, Nevada

►Tandragee 100, Northern Ireland

►BSB, Oulton Park, Cheshire

►MotoGP, Jerez, Spain

►Thundersport GB, Snetterton, Norfolk

SUNDAY MAY 3

►BSB, Oulton Park, Cheshire

►MotoGP, Jerez, Spain

►Thundersport GB, Snetterton, Norfolk

MONDAY MAY 4 ►BSB, Oulton Park, 

Cheshire

FRIDAY MAY 8

►World Superbikes, Imola, Italy

SATURDAY MAY 9

►World Enduro, Jerez, Spain

►World Superbikes, Imola, Italy

SUNDAY MAY 10

►MXGP, Talavera de la Reina, Spain

►World Enduro, Jerez, Spain

►World Superbikes, Imola, Italy

MONDAY MAY 11

►Pharaoh’s Rally, Egypt

TUESDAY MAY 12

►Pharaoh’s Rally, Egypt

►North West 200, Northern Ireland

WEDNESDAY MAY 13

►Pharaoh’s Rally, Egypt

THURSDAY MAY 14

►Pharaoh’s Rally, Egypt

►North West 200, Northern Ireland

FRIDAY MAY 15

►Pharaoh’s Rally, Egypt

►MotoGP, Le Mans, France

SATURDAY MAY 16

►North West 200, Northern Ireland

►Speedway GP, Tampere, Finland

►World Enduro, Gouveia, Portugal

►MotoGP, Le Mans, France

SUNDAY MAY 17

►Pharaoh’s Rally, Egypt

►World Enduro, Gouveia, Portugal

►MotoGP, Le Mans, France

FRIDAY MAY 22

►World Superbikes, Donington Park, UK

SATURDAY MAY 23

►Speedway GP, Prague, Czech Republic

►World Superbikes, Donington Park, UK

SUNDAY MAY 24

►MXGP, Matterley Basin, UK

►World Superbikes, Donington Park, UK

FRIDAY MAY 29

►MotoGP, Mugello, Italy

SATURDAY MAY 30

►Isle of Man TT practice

►MotoGP, Mugello, Italy

SUNDAY MAY 31

►MXGP, Villars-sous-Ecot, France

►MotoGP, Mugello, Italy

MONDAY JUNE 1

►Isle of Man TT practice

TUESDAY JUNE 2

►Isle of Man TT practice

BSB, WSB, GOLD CUP, SPEEDWAY

MCN SPORT  

The most in-depth features, 

the best photography and the 

most forthright writers make 

this glossy magazine a must-

have for bike race fans.

EVERY QUARTER
MCN Sport Extra 

A FREE pullout supplement 

once a month, dedicated to 

exclusive features, stunning 

photography and expert 

analysis.

EVERY MONTH
MCN on paper and iPad  

Pages of news, analysis and 

opinion direct from our team 

of reporters from inside the 

world’s paddocks every 

Wednesday.

EVERY WEEK
motorcyclenews.com  

Our new website brings 

you the latest news and 

results from all the major 

championships seven days a 

week, 365 days a year.

EVERY DAY

ON THE BOX
EUROSPORT COVERAGE

BTSPORT Extensive live coverage of every session of each of the 18-round MotoGP season. 
ITV Race highlights package screened on ITV4 at 8pm the Monday after the race.

EVENTSEVENTS
Your definitive guide to racing around the world in May

EXTRA

Saturday, April 25

0730 Brands Hatch BSB (also 6pm)

Friday, May 1

0730 EUR1, Brands Hatch BSB 

(also 11.30pm on EUR2)

Sunday, May 3

1430 EUR1, Oulton Park BSB 

(also 5pm)

1800 EUR1, Scarborough Gold Cup

Monday, May 4

2345 EUR1, Oulton Park BSB

Tuesday, May 5

0915 EUR1, Assen WSB

1015 EUR1, Oulton Park WSB

Friday, May 15

1000 EUR1, Oulton Park BSB 

(also 8.30pm)

1100 EUR1, Assen WSB 

(also 9.30pm)

2230 EUR1, Speedway GP
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