






INTRODUCING THE FP 100 

W elcome to this special issue, dedicated to FoREIGN Poucv's 1st Annual List of the 100 
Top Global Thinkers. In a year of worldwide economic crisis and dangerous wars, of 
radical innovation and newfound realpolitik, street revolution and blunt rhetoric, we 
could think of no better way to make sense of it than through the big ideas of those who 

shape our understanding of the world. This is our first ever seventh issue, and we hope to make 
it an annual tradition as well. 

The list has boldface names and those who aren't yet but soon will 
be; it features philanthrocapitalists and new atheists, intellectuals
turned-politicians and politicians who are surprisingly intellectual. 
Throughout, we strove to recognize those leaders who are major ac
tors in the global marketplace of ideas- and especially those who 
mattered most in 2009. Which is why the list is heavily weighted to
ward the people whose work seemed most urgent and indispensable 
this year, from the authors whose books commanded our attention to 
the general waging an intellectual insurgency inside the Pentagon to 
fight a real insurgency on the ground. 

No surprise, then, that nearly one-fifth of the list is made up of 
economists as we collectively struggled to understand the Great Re
cession. Seers like Nouriel Roubini (No. 4) and Robert Shiller (No. 22) 
found their every pronouncement a subject of market-moving news 
this year, while interpreters like the Financial Times' Martin Wolf (No. 15) and the New York 
Times' Paul Krugman (No. 29) became ever more vital reading for those looking to navigate 
the storm. And as governments steered collective trillions to the rescue, it was only fitting that 
the chief helmsman, a scholar-doer if ever there was one, should earn the top place on our list. 
U.S. Federal Reserve Chairman Ben Bernanke found in 2009 the chance of a lifetime to put his 
decades of studying the Great Depression to work staving off another one. 

With such an extraordinary collection of the globe's smart set on our list, we decided a survey 
was in order so that you could hear directly from these incomparable thinkers. We asked them 
10 questions on everything from what the world's biggest crisis of 2010 will be to how they rate 
U.S. President Barack Obama's (No. 2) first year in office; nearly two-thirds of the list responded, 
and you can find their fascinating answers on page 32. We took the survey directly to former 
President Bill Clinton (No. 6), whose exclusive interview with us starting on page 34 roams from 
Mongolia to the Middle East, with stops in between for his must-read book recommendations, 
his favorite columnists, and the world leaders he thinks we should be watching. You can take 
the survey yourself online at ForeignPolicy.com and see how your views compare with those of 
our Global Thinkers. 

We also asked members of the list to tell us more about the ideas that matter, like Harvard 
University economic historian Niall Ferguson (No. 56), with his smart essay on the Top Dead 
Thinkers of 2009, and Malcolm Gladwell (No. 19), with his own list of the thinkers he turns to 
when working on his best-selling books. Carlos Lozada, an FP alumnus and now editor of the 
Washington Post's Outlook section, goes backstage with Big Think best-sellers such as Fareed 
Zakaria (No. 37), Robert Kagan (No. 66), and Francis Fukuyama (No. 65) to find out why some 
big ideas strike big (End of History, anyone?) and others disappear without a trace. 

Make sure to check out as well FoREIGN PoLICY's joshua E. Keating on the Top Stories You 
Missed in 2009, starting on page 10. From the opening of the northeast passage through the Arc
tic Sea (thanks, global warming) to the nuclear tensions between China and India, it's a gripping 
read about the corners of the world you might be hearing a lot more about in 2010. 

The Editors 
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THE FPTOP 

They had the hig ideas that 
shaped our world in 2009. 

The List Begins on Page 26 Ben Bernanke • Barack Obama • Zara Rahnvard • Nouriel Roubini • Rajendra Pachauri • Bill Clinton and 
Hillary Rodham Clinton • Cass Sunstein and Richard Thaler • David Petraeus • Zhou Xiaochuan • Sayyid Imam ai-Sharif • Fernando 
Henrique Cardoso • Bill Gates • Dick Cheney • Larry Summers • Martin Wolf • Mohamed EI-Erian • Benedict XVI • Richard Dawkins • 
Malcolm Gladwell • Ashraf Ghani and Clare Lockhart· Thomas Friedman • Robert Shiller • Vaclav Havel • Chris Anderson ·Joseph Stiglitz 
• Aung San Suu Kyi • Robert Wright • Elinor Ostrom • Paul Krugman • Kofi Annan • Bernard-Henri Levy · Anwar Ibrahim • Robert Zoellick 
and Dominique Strauss-Kahn ·John Holdren and Steven Chu • Nicholas Stern • Paul Collier· Fareed Zakaria · George Soros · Jeffrey D. 
Sachs • William Easterly • Esther Duflo • Jared Diamond • Richard Posner • David Kilcullen • Abdolkarim Soroush • Muhammad Yunus • 
Christopher Hitchens • Ayaan HirsiAii • Tariq Ramadan • Nicholas Christakis ·Ahmed Rashid • Helene Gayle • Linus Torvalds • Tim Berners
Lee ·Henry Kissinger· Niall Ferguson • Baltasar Garzon • Amartya Sen ·Barbara Ehrenreich· Bruce Bueno de Mesquita ·Salam Fayyad 
· Xu Zhiyong • Mario Vargas Llosa • Michaellgnatieff • Francis Fukuyama • The Kagan family · C. Raja Mohan· James Hansen • Freeman 
Dyson • Esther Dyson • Ray Kurzweil • Jamais Cascio • Nick Bostrom • Gordon Brown • Richard Haass • George Ayittey • Amory Lovins 
• Bill McKibben • Anne-Marie Slaughter • Samantha Power • John Arquilla • Peter W. Singer • Paul Farmer • Hu Shuli • Jacqueline 
Novogratz • Jacques Attali • Karen Armstrong • Sunita Narain • Adam Michnik • Minxin Pei • Willem Buiter • Rizal Sukma • Martha 
Nussbaum • David Grossman • Enrique Krauze • Hans Rosling • Valerie Hudson ·Andrew Mwenda • Emily Oster • Paul Kennedy 
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FEATURES 

10 1 The Stories 
You Missed In 2009 
The Northeast Passage I Iraq's New 
Flash point I A Hotline for China and 
India I A New Housing Bubble? I 
The 'Civilian Surge' Fizzles I The 
Beijing-Brazil Naval Axis I Dead 
Man Gets Passport I Chechen Murders 
Go Global/ America Joins Uganda's 
Civil War I A ROTC for Spies 
By Joshua E. Keating 

34 1 Bill Clinton's World 
In an exclusive interview, the former president tells FOREIGN POLICY 
what to read, who to watch, and why there really is a chance of 
Middle East peace in 2010. 

40 1 AI Qaeda's Dissident 
By Jarret Brachman 

EXCLUSIVE 

32 I THE FP SURVEY 
We've polled the FP 4% 
100 to offer you the Scientist 

wisdom of the smart I crowd on everything 
from what's ahead in n% 
2010 to what they're Activi.st 

reading now. Here, 12% 
the breakdown of Politician 

who's who on our list. 

59 
Average age 

45 1 Market Riot 
How the crisis inspired an entirely 
new set of big ideas on big money. 
By Noam Scheiber 

46 1 Dead Men Walking 
Why 2009's truly top thinkers are 
yesterday's news. By Niall Ferguson 

54 I The Anti-God Squad 
The New Atheists aren't all that. 
By Robert Wright 

58 1 A How-To Guide 
for Putting Your Big Think 
on the Map By Carlos Lozada 

63 1 The COINdinistas 
An insider's guide. By Thomas E. Ricks 

MISSING LINKS 

80 1 The Missing 
Where have all the Sakharovs gone? 
By Moises Nairn 
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How Do 
You Score? 
For this special issue of 
FOREIGN POLICY, we polled the 
world's top global thinkers to 
find out their views on the big· 
gest political and economic 
questions facing the planet. 
Now it's your turn. Visit 
www.foreignpolicy.com/ 
globalthinkers to take the 
same survey we sent to our FP 
100 and see how your answers 
match up against theirs. 

Want to know 
~favorite 
author's favorle 
author? 
Check out a 
special reading 
list compiled 
from the 
choices of the 
thinkers in this 
issue, along with excerpts. 
You might be surprised 
to see where today's top 
thinkers are getting their 
ideas: everywhere from 
Nicholas Kristof and Sheryl 
WuDunn's new book to the 
Quran to Goodnight Moon. 

Think we left 
someone off this 
year's at? 
We're already taking nomi· 
nations for next year. Stop 
by and vote for the unrecog
nized thinker you believe is 
having the greatest impact 
on the world. 
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WRITE FOR US! 
Hate the list? Think the Dalai Lama got robbed? 
\ Vant to offer your com peri ng theory of how the 
Internet is changing public intellectualism? \¥ith 
ForeignPolicy.com's new design, commenting on 
articles has never been easier. H ere's \.Vhat readers 
had to say about some of our recent pieces: 

01 "Think Agairn: God," 
by Karen Armstrong 

VoiceOIReason: "You may not like 
it, but religion is as relevant to [for· 
eign policy] as economics, history, 
demographics, etc. What people 
believe, why they believe it, and 
the tenets of such belief drastically 
influence how people act, [and] what 
decisions they make. Religion is as 
important, if not more so, than any 
other element of political discussion 
and it absolutely has a right to be on 
this page." 

01 "Plague," 
by Robin Cook 

Philip_ Traum: "I can accept the fact 
that it's at least possible for [a deadly 
hybrid flu] to occur. It's about as likely 
as a dozen other fairly legitimate 
apocalyptic scenarios, all of which are 
'on the verge' of occurring according 

to who you listen to, none of which 
are as likely as simply dying in a car 
crash or from some other mundane 
cause, but those don't make good 
fiction. Continue wearing tin-foil hats 
inside your gas mask laden ski-lodge, 
I'll go on enjoying life before uhimately 
being struck and killed by an ironic, 
flu-ridden comet." 

On "Recipe for Failure," 
by Bruce Bueno de Mesquita 

SLG: "So what we learn is that a 
little bit of theoretical rigor-of the 
sort most social sciences bring-is a 
useful way to structure an enormous 
amount of data! That's no manifesto 
for game theory, or [Bueno de Mes
quita's] charming attempt to produce 
superlreakpol ~icalscience. It's called 
social science: know your stuff and 
then use theoretical tools to say 
meaningful, generalizable things." 

On "Get Nasty 
or Go Home," 
by Michael Scheuer 

PSGute: "The United States, thank 
God, is not capable of 'Getting 
Nasty' enough to cow the Afghan 
people. Unless we are willing to 
recognize the multi-generational 
commitment needed to change the 
social structure of the population, 
and are willing to commit the re
sources in blood and treasure to do 
so while accepting the condemna
tion of the international academic 
and political elite for forcing our way 
of life on another nation, we need to 
get out now." 
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NEW BOOK FROM 
THE CATO INSTITUTE 

C ' well-researched 
and clearly argued, 
Shifting Superpowers 

is a great read. 
With a wide-ranging 

knowledge of the 
subject, Sieff pulls 
together wonderful 
historical bits and 
pieces to give us 
critically needed 

perspective on the 
challenging global 
trends that frame 

our lives.,' 
-STEFAN HALPER, 

Cambridge University 

MAR TIN SIEFF 

l1lE NEW AND O!ERGING RWTlOkSHIP 
BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES. CHINA. AHD I~DtA 

A pioneering, essential guide, 
Shifting Superpowers energizes 
and clarifies the debate over 
the proper direction ofU.S. 

foreign policy in Asia. 

HARDCOVER: $26 EBOOK: $14 

Buy your copy at bookstores nationwide, 
caiiB00-767-1241, or visit Cato.org. 

MAin Global Development 
Now accepting applications for the Master of Arts programs in Global Development 
Policy (GDP) and Global Development Economics (GDE). Students will gain knowledge 
in the health, environmental, economic, and governance aspects of development 
programs to prepare for a fast-growing variety of careers. 

For more 1nformat1on or to apply, please VISit www.bu.edu/gdp Frnancra l ard 1s available to qualrf1ed applrcants 

A n equal opportunity, af firmative action inst itut ion. 1009 986389 

PEACE AND SECURITY FELLOWSHIP 

·----------- in Washington, DC 
The Herbert Scoville Jr. Peace 
Fellowship invites recent college gradu
ates to apply for six to nine month fellow
ships in WashirYJton, DC, focusing oo arms 
control, peace, and intematiooal secttrity 
issues. Founded in 1987 to develop and 
train the next generation of leaders on a 
range of peace and security Issues, the 
program has awarded 120 fellowships. 

Scoville Fellows 'M:lrit with one ci twenty-four 
participating pu~lc-interest organizations. 
They may llldertake a variety of activities, 
including research, writing, and advococy on 
issues including mdear, chemK:al and bio
k:lgical weapons, llOO-p'OiiferaOOn, missie 
defense, ~trade, environmental and 
energy security, and peacekeeping, that 
support the goals cl their host orgaraation, 
and may attend coalition meetings, poicy 
briefings and Congressional hearings. Fel
klws n supervised by aro learn from 
senior level staff and often have the opportu
nity to publish artides cr reports. The pro-

gram also arranges meetings for the fellows 
with palcy experts. Many former Soovllle 
Felhws have gone on to pursue graduate 
degrees irl international relations and taken 
prominent positions in the field of pe<K:e and 
securiy with public.inteteS1 organizations, 
the Federal Govemmen~ and in academa 

Candidates must have an excelent aca
demic record and a strong interest in issues 
of peace and security. The program is open 
to all U.S. citizens and non-U.S. cillzens 
liVing in the U.S. eligible for employment 
Benefits include a stipend, health insur
ance and travel to Washington, DC. The 
next applkatlon deadline Is January 22, 
2010 for the Fall2010 fellowship. 

Contact Us: 
(202) 543-4100 x2110 
scoville@clw.org 
www.scoville.org 

Providing Opportunities for Tomorrows Leaders in Peace and Security 



The traditional state-to-state mindset may be at odds 
with the realities of our increasingly globalized planet. 

Today, both an appreciation of the 
world's great challenges and the 
abil ity to create meaningful change 
require global perspective. Our duty 
as citizens of the world is to be more 
broadly educated and more resolutely 
committed to action than ever before. 

The NYU Center for Global Affairs 
is a unique institution based in 
lower Manhattan, at the crossroads 

GRADUATE PROGRAM: 
· Master of Science in Global Affairs 

Now accepting applications. Full-and 
part-time study options available. 

SUMMER INTENSIVES: 
· UN in Geneva Study Program 
· Summer Institute in Global Affairs 

of the world. We provide a range of 
exceptional educational opportunities, 
including a master's degree, a 
professional certificate program, and 
provocative public events, all focused on 
global issues and designed to confront 
the challenges each of us faces as a 
global citizen. 

Our d iverse and motivated students 
are led by a faculty of accomplished 

international practitioners with 
experience drawn from government, 
t rade, finance, journal ism, non
governmental organizations, and other 
professional areas. Careers with a global 
dimension have never been more 
challenging, rewarding, or in demand. 
Find out how the NYU Center for Global 
Affairs can shape your future. 

CONTINUING EDUCATION includes: 
·The Rise of East Asia: Regional Trends and 

U.S. Foreign Policy Implications 
· Global Climate Change 

PUBLIC EVENTS SERIES include: 
·Worldly Perspectives with Clyde Haberman 
·International Careers: Practical Advice 

• Reassessing International Food Security: 
Responses to Urbanization 

· Global Financial Markets and Central Banks 
· African Civil Wars 
· From Face Time to Facebook: Public Diplomacy, 

tllew Media, and America's Global Image 

and Real-Life Experience 
·In Print: Author series hosted by 

Foreign Affairs editor James F. Hoge, Jr. 
·Global Leaders: Conversations with Alon Ben-Meir 

NVU • SCPS --------------------------------~ 

NYU SCPS Ill Graduate Information Session: 
Tuesday, December 1, 6-8 p.m. 

~ ~ Visit our website for more information and to RSVP. 

'-- - SCps.nyu.edU/X629 1-800-FIND NYU, ext.629 

SCHOOL OF COIITINUING & PROFESSIONAl STUDIES 

At the center of the center of it all. 



Sometimes it's the page A14 stories-the ones that never sec the 
light of cable news or take on a second life in the blogosphere
thattell you the most about what happened during any g iven 
year. From a naval alliance that could shift the military balance of 
power on two continents to a troubling security gap ii1 the U.S. 
passport system to a brand-new way to circle the globe, these are 
the stories that never got the attention they desetve<..i in 2009 but 
could dominate the conversation in 2oro. By Joshua E. Keating 
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The Nonheast Passage Opens for Business 
The mythic Northwest Passage still captures imaginations, 
but this September, two German vessels made history by 
becoming the first commercial ships to travel from East 
Asia to Western Europe via the northeast passage between 
Russia and the Arctic. Ice previously made the route 
impassable, but thanks to rising global temperatures, it's 
now a cakewalk. "There was virtually no ice on most of 
the route," Capt. Valeriy Durov told the BBC. "Twenty 
years ago, when I worked in the eastern part of the Arctic, I 
couldn't even imagine something like this." 

The significance of this development varies depending on 
whom you ask. The passage could be a gold mine for the 
commercial shipping industry, opening up a vastly shorter 
and cheaper route from Asia to Europe. But for environ
mentalists, the news is a sign that climate change may be 
reaching a dangerous tipping point. 

Scientists' latest observations suggest that the Arctic 
might be largely ice-free during the summer within the 
next decade. The environmental consequences-increased 
flooding in coastal regions around the world and extinc
tion of local animal species- are well known. But the thaw 
also opens possibilities for geopolitical competition. Russia 
has literally planted its flag beneath the Arctic icc, stak-
ing a claim to newly accessible natural resources, much to 
the consternation of the other northern states. The newly 
opened route will also benefit Russia by bringing new busi
ness to its eastern ports. With the scramble for the Arctic's 
riches heating up, even peaceful Canada has been holding 
war games to prepare for possible military confrontation . 

• Iraq's New Flashpolnt 
With the international media and chattering classes turning 
their focus to Kabul, almost any news coming out of Baghdad 
got short shrift this year. That's tmfortunate because even as 
overall violence declined in Iraq, the conflict is far from over. 
From a persistent insurgency carrying out regular attacks in 
major cities, to the country's 2.7 million remaining internal 
refugees, to a distressing lack of political reconciliation in 
Baghdad, Iraq has any number of emerging flash points that 
threaten to tear apart the tentative progress of recent years. 
And most troubling of all may be the growing fears of a new 
conflict between Iraq's Arab and Kurdish populations. 

The limited attention this subject has gotten so far has fo
cused on the Kurdish claims to oil-rich Kirkuk, but analysts 

Joshua E. Keating is deputy Web editor at FoREIGN Poucv 
and edits FP's Passport blog. 
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STORIES YOU MISSED 

say developments in nearby Nineveh, the province around 
the northern city of Mosu l, might be more dangerous still. 
The area is south of the Kurdish border, but contains a 
large Kurdish population that is eager to incorporate the 
rerrirory into Kurdistan. Following the U.S. invasion, the 
Kurds became politically dominant in Nineveh, largely 
because of the apathy of the local Sunni population, and 
stationed peshmerga militia troops in the area in an effort 
to bring it under Kurdish control. 

That changed in January when Sunnis rallied around the 
hard-line Arab nationalist party al-Hadba- which cam
paigned on a platfotm of pushing out the peshmerga and 
countering Kurdish influence- and handed it a narrow ma
jority in Nineveh's provincial elections. The Kurdish Fraternal 
List, the main Kurdish party in the region, walked out of the 
provincial council, vowing not ro return unless it was given a 
number of senior leadership positions. 

With both sides threatening to resort to violence ro 
resolve the dispute and insurgent attacks continuing, includ
ing a truck bombing that killed 20 in a Kurdish village 
in September, Iraqi and U.S. authorities increasingly view 
Nineveh's conflict as the greatest threat to Iraq's stability. 
"Without a compromise deal, (Nineveh] risks dragging the 
country as a whole on a downward slope," Loulouwa al
Rachid, the International Crisis Group's senior Iraq analyst, 
said in September. As one sign of how tense the situation has 
become, U.S. troops were still patrolling in Mosul months 
after their official withdrawal from other Iraqi cities. 

A Hodne f11 Chma and India 
"Hotlines" between world leaders, like the legendary 
Moscow-Washington "red telephone" devised after the 
Cuban missile crisis, are designed to prevent misunder
standings or miscommunications between nuclear pow-
ers from escalating into a nuclear conflict. China and the 
United States have one. So do India and Pakistan. This 
year, the leaders of India and China agreed to set one up 
between New Delhi and Beijing, highlighting concerns that 
a worsening border dispute could quickly become the first 
major conflict of the multipolar era. 

Asia's two emerging superpowers are at odds over 
the Himalayan region of Tawang, a district of India's 
Arunachal Pradesh state that China claims is historically 
part of Tibet and therefore within China's borders. The 
countries fought a war over the territory in 1962 that 
killed more than 2,000 soldiers. The India-based Dalai 
Lama has a great deal of influence over the region's largely 
ethnic Tibetan population, further irritating Beijing. The 
area has been increasingly militarized, and the Indian mili-
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tary documented 270 border violations and almost 2,300 
cases of "aggressive border patrolling" by the Chinese in 
2008. Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh visited the 
area in October, drawing official protests and retaliatory 
measures from Beijing. 

In June, the Times of India reported that Chinese 
President Hu .Jintao suggested to Singh that the hotline be 
set up so that the border dispute didn't lead to military
or even nuclear-confrontation between the countries. 
Although likely a prudent precaution, the hotline is an in
dication that Tawang has joined Kashmir as one of Asia's 
most dangerous flashpoints . 

A New Housing Bubble? 
More than any other factor, ill-advised speculation on U.S. 
real estate set off the global financial crisis. But even after 
millions of foreclosures and secondary effects rippled through 
economies around the world, U.S. homeowners might be 
starting to make the same mistakes all over again. 

After suffering their largest month-to-month drop in 
history, U.S. home prices began to increase again in May. 
The S&P/Case-Shiller index, widely considered the most 
rel iable measure of housing prices in the United States, 
rose 3.4 percent between May and J uly, with gains in 18 of 
the 20 cities the index measures. Prices were still 13.3 per
cent lower than last year, but even that figure was less than 
expected. T he release of this data coincided with other 
positive indicators, including an increase in existing home 
sales and home construction. "We've found the bottom," 
one economist told the New York Times. 

Not so fast. Economist Robert Shiller, one of the index's 
creators, sees the numbers as alarming rather than promis
ing. Pointing to survey data showing that most homeown
ers think that their house will increase dramatically in 
value over the next decade, he worries that "bubble think
ing" might once again be taking hold. 

"(l)t appears that the extreme ups and downs of the 
housing market have rurned many Americans into housing 
speculators," he wrote in the New York Times . 

The government's solution to the housing crisis might, 
ironically, be causing the new problem, by encouraging 
irresponsible home buying by people who aren't able to 
afford it . The Federal Housing Administration, which 
backed nearly 2 million mortgages in 2009, saw the per
centage of its loans that are delinquent or in foreclosure 
rise to nearly 8 percent in .June, a nd the agency is quickly 
burning through its reserves for loan losses. A congres
sional committee has been formed to investigate the losses. 
Even Federal Reserve Chairman Ben Bernanke has said 
that Congress should look into the potential trade-offs of 
federal loan support. 

With prices looking likely to keep rising in the near 
term and the U.S. government giving generous incentives 
for homeowners, there's a risk that the same irresponsible 
speculative behavior that caused the Great Recession 
might be returning. 



Jn November 2007, U.S. Defense Secretary Robert Gates 
delivered a now-fa mous speech at Kansas State Univer
sity in which he acknowledged that "military success is 
not sufficient to win" counterinsurgency wars such as 
those in Iraq and Afghanistan and called for an increased 
role and increased funding for the State Department and 
rhe U.S. Agency for International Development {USAJ D ). 
Tn irs Afghan strategy this March, Barack Obama's 
administration seemed to be following through on this 
advice, calling for a "civilian surge" of Stare Depart
ment and USAID personnel to complement the increased 
number of U.S. troops in Afghanistan. "What we can't 
do is think that just a military approach in Afghanistan 
is going to be able to solve our problems," Obama told 
60 Minutes, echoing Gates's rhetoric. 

Just one month later, however, the administration 
asked Gates to identify 300 military personnel to fill 
jobs in Afghanistan intended for civilian experts, as not 
enough civilians were available. Defense Undersecretary 
Michele Flournoy acknowledged that the government 
was "playing a game of catch-up" after years of not 
developing civilian expertise. 

The Pentagon has also been taking over traditional 
State Department functions in neighboring Pakistan, an 

unprecedented step in a country where U.S. troops aren't 
formally allowed to operate. Under a supplemental fund
ing bill passed in June, the Pentagon was given temporary 
authority to manage a $400 million fu nd designed to 
boost the Pakistani military's counterinsurgency capabili
ties. Military assistance of this kind is usually supervised 
by the State Department, but Gates-along with Cent
com commander Gen. David Petraeus-argued success
fully that the State Department lacked the capability to 
administer it. 

The State Department may yet live up to the initial vision 
of Gates and Obama-a planned "civilian response corps" 
that would be able to deploy as m<my as 400 civilians to con
flict areas seems promising- and Foggy Bottom is slated to 
eventually take over the Pakistan counterinsurgency fund. But 
for now, d1e dream of a civilian surge to match the military 
effort seems far off. As analyst Anthony Cordesman, who has 
advised the U.S. military on Afghanistan, pur ir, "[W)e need 
to stop talking about 'smarr power' as if we had it." 

The BeiJing-Brazil Naval Axis 
Ever since China not so secretly bought several aging So
viet aircraft carriers during the 1990s, China's ambitious 
naval plans have been the subject of fevered speculation 
by military analysts. Tn March, Chinese Defense Minister 
Liang Guanglie offered the strongest confirmation yet 
that China plans ro embark on a major aircraft-carrier 
building program, telling his Japanese counterpart, 
"We need to develop an aircraft carrier." The Pentagon 
thinks that the People's Liberation Army Navy (PLAN) 
could have multiple carriers up and running within the 
decade, with construction costs likely to run into the 
billions. With little in the way of naval aviation experi
ence, China would need to get its sailors and pilots up to 
speed in a hurry to meet 
that timetable- and that 
means finding an already 
operational carrier to 
train on. 

The trouble is, only 
four countries still operate 
carriers capable of launch- .'l 
ing conventional aircraft. \1 
The United States has • • 
little interest in helping the Chinese military; France is 
prohibited from doing so by a European Union embargo; 
and Russia has recently grown more wary about military 
cooperation with its powerful southern neighbor. That 
leaves Brazil, which was only too happy to let PLAN 
officers train aboard irs 52-year-old carrier, rhe Sao 
Paulo (which it bought from France in 2000) . Brazilian 
Defense Minister Nelson jobim revealed the program 
in an interview with a Brazilian defense website in May. 
Although the exact terms of the deal are unknown, it 
is widely thought that the Chinese might be funding a 
restoration of the aging Sao Paulo in exchange for the 
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training program. A Chinese naval 
website also hinted that China might 
be helping Bra1.il build nuclear sub
marines, and Jobim himself said that 
he hoped the program would lead to 
military cooperation in other areas. 

T he United States has long been the 
dominant naval power in East Asia, 
but Chinese ships have recently been 
growing bolder about shadowing and 
confronting U.S. vessels and launching 
legal challenges to what Beijing views 
as unlawful intrusions into Chinese 
waters. With China and India under
going massive military buildups-the 
Indians are working on a plan to 
convert a Russian aircraft carrier for 
their own use--U.S. naval supremacy 
may be slipping. 

Publicly, the U.S. Navy maintains 
that a Chinese carrier wouldn't affect 
the military balance of power in the 
region, bur dtis year's annual Pentagon 
report on China's military capabilities 
warns that the country's modernization 
campaign could "increase Beijing's op
tions for military coercion." 

Dead Man Gets Passport 
Since 2007, the U.S. State Department 
has been issuing high-tech "e-passports," 
which contain computer chips carry
ing biometric data to prevent forgery. 
Unfortunately, according co a March 
report from the Government Ac
countability Office (GAO), getting 
one of these supersecure passports 
under false pretenses isn't particularly 
difficult for anyone with even basic 
forgery skills. 

A GAO investigatOr managed to 
obtain four genuine U.S. passports 
using fake names and fraudulent 
documents. In one case, he used the 
Social Security number of a man who 
had died in 1965. In another, he used 
the Social Security number of a fictitious 
5-year-old child created for a previous 
investigation, along with an ID showing 
that he was 53 years old. The investiga
tor then used one of the fake passports 
co buy a plane ticket, obtain a boarding 
pass, and make it through a security 
checkpoint at a major U.S. airport. 
(When presented with the results of the 
GAO investigation, the State Depart
ment agreed that there was a "major 



vulnerability" in the passport issuance 
process and agreed to study the matter.) 

More than 70 countries have adopted 
the biometric passports, which officials 
describe as a revolution in immigration 
security. However, the GAO's investiga
tion proves that even the best technol
ogy can't keep a country safe when the 
bureaucracy behind it fails. 

• Chechen Murders Go Global 
The world was shocked in July by 
the murder of human rights activist 
Natalya Estemi rova in Chechnya. 
Suspicions immediately focused on 
the Chechen Kremlin-backed strong
man, Ramzan Kadyrov, a frequent 
target of Estemirova's investigations. 
But Estemirova was just one of several 
critics of Kadyrov who has been mur
dered in recent months, and it appears 
that living abroad is no protection. In 
January, Kadyrov's former bodyguard, 
Umar lsrailov, was fatally in shot in 
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STORIES YOU MISSED 

Austria, where he was seeking asy
lum. Israilov had filed a complaint 
against Kadyrov in the European 
Court of Human Rights, accusing 
him of abductions and torture. 

In March, an exiled former resis
tance fighter named Ali Osayev was 
murdered in IstanbuL This followed 
the killings of two other former 
Chechen rebel commanders in Istan
bul in late 2008. All three murders 
were carried out with a similar 
weapon, according to police. 

Also in March, Sulim Yamadayev, 
who commanded a rebel faction that 
competed with Kadyrov's, was mur
dered in Dubai. His brother Ruslan, 
once Kadyrov's rival for the Chechen 
presidency, was murdered in Mos
cow in September 2008. Interpol 
issued warrants for seven Russian 
citizens in connection with Sulim's 
murder, including a Duma represen
tative from Prime Minister Vladim ir 
Putin's United Russia party. 

T hen there's the shadowy con
flict within the North Caucasus 
region itself, which is anything but 
frozen. Although Kadyrov's repres
sive tactics have largely succeeded 
in pacifying Chechnya and the 

Kremlin issued a showy mission
accomplished declaration of the end 
of hostilities there in April, there are 
increasing fears that the republic's 
Islamist insurgency is spilling over 
into the surrounding region, with a 
wave of car bombings and assassina
tions in neighboring Ingushetia. The 
president of that wayward republic 
was badly wounded in an assassina
tion attempt in June. 

• America Joins UPJda's av• War 
In January, the New York Times' Jef
frey Gettleman broke the story that 
the U.S. military had helped plan 
and fund a Ugandan military attack 
against an infamous rebel group, 
the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA), 
in eastern Congo. The attack was 
poorly executed, allowing the rebel 
leaders to escape and murder 900 
civilians in retaliation. It was the first 
time the United States had directly 
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participated in actions against the 
LRA, which is designated a ter
rorist group by the United States. 
The LRA's religious fundamentalist 
leader, Joseph Kony, has abducted 
rens of thousands of children ro 
serve as fi ghters and sex slaves in his 
decades-long guerrilla war against 
the Ugandan government. 

The United States' new Africa 
Command (Africom) defended irs 
role in rhe mission, saying rhat 
the Ugandan attack would have 
happened a nyway and that it was 
"too early to bring a final judg
ment" about U.S. support. But if 
some members of rhe U.S. Congress 
ger their way, Africom's role in the 
confl ict may expand. A pending bill 
co-authored by Sens. Russ Feingold 
(D-Wis.) and Sam Brownback (R
Kan.) and enjoying wide bipartisan 
support would commit rhe United 
States to "eliminating the threat 
posed by the Lord's Resistance Army 
. .. through political, economic, mili
tary, and intelligence support." 

Although few disagree with bring
ing Kony to justice-he has refused 
to leave his jungle hideout since the 
International Criminal Court in-
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dieted him for crimes against human
ity- the bill raises questions about 
the proper role of Africom, which has 
thus· far functioned in a mostly advi
sory capacity, and commits the United 
States to involvement in one of Africa's 
bloodiest and most complex conflicts. 
Some debate is probably warranted. 

• A ROTC for Spies 
To cultivate a new generation of spies 
for a new generation of global threats, 
the CI A and other U.S. intelligence 
agencies have proposed the creation of 
a program to find and train poten -
tial agents from diverse cultural and 
ethnic backgrounds. Modeled on the 
military's Reserve Officers' Training 
Corps (ROTC) at U.S. colleges and 
universities, the program would seek 
out "first- and second-generation 
Americans, who already have critical 
language and cultural knowledge, and 
prepare them for careers in the intel
ligence agencies," according to a de
scription sent to Congress by National 
Intelligence Director Dennis Blair. 

But unlike ROTC, an official familiar 
with the proposal told the Washington 
Post's Walter Pincus, students' partici
pation in the program would be kept 
secret to prevent them from being iden
tified by foreign intelligence services. 
Universities would apply for grants to 
create courses and programs to meet 
the needs of the intelligence community. 
T he U.S. intelligence community already 
funds national security studies programs 
at more than 14 U.S. colleges and 
universities. T llis new program would 
likely be a far more ambitious effort, 
building on a 2004 pilot project that 
provided fi nancial assistance to students 
who studied cryptology. 

Still, five years after d1e 9/11 Commis
sion recommended that the CIA recruit 
more bilingual operatives, just 13 percent 
of agency employees speak a second 
language. CIA Director Leon Panetta has 
said he would like to eventually have ev
ery intelligence analyst be able to do so. 

T he new college program is just one 
part of the formerly WASP-dominated 
agency's efforts to diversify its work
force. T he CIA has also been actively 
recruiting in Arab-American communi
ties and now offers hiring bonuses of 
up to $35,000 for recruits who speak 
"mission-critical" languages such as 
Arabic, Farsi, and Chinese.ID 
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GLOBAL SECURITY: 

Careers That Count 
NIGHTMARE SCENARIO 1: A country with large stocks of nuclear arms is teeter

ing at the edge of stability. Suddenly its government begins to disintegrate, and cor
rupt officials allow the country's warheads to fall into the hands of a terrorist group. 

"Nuclear terrorism is our gravest near-term 
threat," says Barry M. Blechman, distinguished 
fellow of the Stimson Center, a Washington, 
D.C.-based think tank. 1o help avert catastro
phe, he says, we need to figure out how to secure 
nuclear weapons and weapons-grade materials in 
countries such as Pakistan. We also need to gain 
the intelligence tO prevent terrorists or rogue 
governments from obtaining such weapons. Fur
thermore, we need to devise homeland defense 
~ystems that could intercept the weapons in the 
event of a nuclear terrorist attack. 

But it could be worse. 
Nightmare scenario 2: Militant fanatics use nan

otechnology, synthetic biology, or other biotech
nologies to create and transmit a deadly virus. 

"Biotechnology is in some ways even more dangerous 
than nuclear technology," says Blechman, because it can be 
easier to produce and release an agent to terrorize a popu
lation. Therefore, he says, we need the scientific and tech
nological knowledge to identify specific viruses, recognize 
those that might be debilitating, and prevent their creation 
or dissemination. 

Longer-term perils: Global warming and future shortag
es of energy and water could eventually become even more 
devastating than a nuclear or bioterrorist attack. 

Pursuing Peace 
Our current and long-term security threats are exacerbated 
by tenuous new relationships among the global powers. 
T he world would be in a better position, says Blechman, if 
the United States, Europe, Russia, China, and India were 
to achieve more cooperative relationships. The U.S. and 
China are uncertain partners, for example, and one factor 
is the competition they face for energy resources. 

"We need great diplomats, but we also need lots of tech-

nically competent people," says Blechman, who foresees 
major expansion of the U.S. Foreign Service to bring in 
more people with key technical background. 

T he State Department is not the only place with in
creasing career opportunities. The Defense Department, 
government agencies, contractors, international organiza
tions, and other groups are likely to have growing needs 
for analysts who understand technical, regional, and other 
facets of the world's emerging security needs. 

Enter the new global security professionals: people 
with background in science, language and regional stud
ies, finance, and other fie lds, who pursue advanced studies 
in global security. In response to the rising need for such 
knowledge, a growing number of graduate programs now 
make it possible to pursue global security studies part time 
or full time, in the United States or abroad. 

Career Frontier 
"The world has become more complex, and globalization 
has become a more entrenched phenomenon," notes Ariel 

GLOBAL SECURITY: CAREERS THAT COU NT 





Roth, associate program chair of Global Security Studies at 

Johns Hopkins University Advanced Academic Programs 

in Washington, D.C. In addition to its certificate program 
in National Security Studies, the Hopkins program is of
fering a new M.A. in Global Security Studies, with course

work in three related sectors: 

• Strategic studies, involving military strategy, na

tional security, and weapons of mass destruction. 
• Economic security, involving banking, finance, and 

the vulnerability and interdependence of complex 

global capital markets. 
• Energy and enviromnental security, including im

pact<; of climate change. For example, student<; may 

examine the effects of agricultural change on grain 
production, drought, and human migration. 

Evening classes at the D.C. campus make the Hop

kins program flexible and accessible for working pro
fessiona ls in the Washington, D.C., area. If you have a 

bachelor's degree, you can pursue the master's degree 
while working full time or looking for a job. If you al

ready have an advanced degree, you may instead opt for 
a certificate in National Security Studies, which can be 

completed in only one year. You might even be eligible 

for tuition reimbursement through an employer such 

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SUPPLEMENT 

as the U.S. government, a law firm, or a nonprofit or

ganization. 

Far-Flung Learning 
Pursuing global security studies abroad can enhance your cul
tural horizons and career networks. The Australia National 

University (ANU) Master of International Affairs program 

offers a Peace and Conflict Studies specialty that brings stu
dents to two different continents in two hemispheres. 

First you get to spend a semester at Bj0rknes College 

in Norway studying conflict resolution, peace-building and 
related topics, with faculty from the renowned Internation

al Peace Research Institute in Oslo (PRIO). 

Then, you spend a semester studying international rela
tions at ANU's School of Pacific and Asian Studies in Can

berra. Course options include Asia Pacific Security, Global 
Environmental Politics, and several others. 

If you are the lucky recipient of the Oslo Peace Schol

arship, you get a full scholarship covering tuition in both 

countries and a stipend for living expenses. Only one such 
scholarship is awarded each year, but ANU also awards four 
scholarships to students working toward the M.A. in Inter

national Relations. Graduates of that program include the 

Foreign Minister of Indonesia and other global leaders. 

Anticipate the future - a security degree for 
the 21st century Learn More at an 

Information Session 
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6:30- 7 30 p.m. 

The Master of Arts in Global Security Studies at Johns Hopkins University's 
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understand the scope of complex threats to security in the 21st century, 

our students analyze military challenges, the intricacies of economic 
interdependence. and prospective changes in the global environment. 

Students can choose from three concentrations: 
• Strategic Studies 

• Economic Security 
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Johns Hopkins also offers a certificate in National Security Studies for professionals 
who want to advance their skills w ithout pursuing a full degree program. 

Classes are in t he evening at the Hopkins Washington, DC Center, one block 
fro m the Dupont Circle M etro . Apply o nline. 
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Learn more and apply online at 
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Targeted Studies 
For a very useful specialty within the field of global security, 
you might consider the new Master's in NonproUferation 
and Terrorism Studies at the Monterey Institute of Inter
national Studies (1\lillS) in Monterey, Calif. It is the world's 
first two-year master's degree program to focus on both 
nonproliferation studies and weapons of mass destruction. 

In addition, MilS currently offers a Certificate in Non
proliferation Studies, whkh students may pursue as part of 
the school's M.A. in International Policy Studies or other 

degree programs. 
Both MilS programs are run by the Institute's Center 

for Nonproliferation Studies (CNS), which is the largest 
nongovernmental organization in the United States devot
ed exclusively to research and training to stop the proUfera
tion of weapons of mass destruction. 

The new master's program requires language studies 
and strongly encourages area studies. Thus, it offers what 
CNS director William Potter says is most frequently miss
ing among today's government analysts and policymakers: 

an understanding of the domestic context in which deci
sions are made in a given country. 

In addition to the traditional skills and knowledge of 
policyrnakers and analysts, Potter says the next generation 
of global security professionals will need increased under
standing of non-state actors, their motivations, and tools to 
influence their choices. And since material published on
line is less reliable than traditional peer-reviewed journal 
articles, critical thinking skills are now more essential than 
ever. But perhaps the biggest evolving need is for policy
makers to understand major changes in biology and the po
tential use of biotechnologies for terrorism. 

"We are keen to encourage scientists to pursue nonpro
liferation," says Patricia Lewis, CNS deputy director and 
scientist-in-residence. In fact, CNS is one of the few non
profit organizations with a major research focus on bioter
rorism issues. Although science and technology background 
is not required for the nonproliferation program, she says it 
can be a huge advantage. 

"Even if you don't have a lot of science background, it 



helps to have a scientific way of thinking about these prob

lems," explains Lewis. She says historians have the same 
analytical skjJls as scientists and that other liberal arts disci

plines can also be helpful. 

Business background can be especially useful, particu
larly when coupled with. language and regional knowledge. 

"An MBA plus the MilS Nonproliferation Certificate is 
a good combination," says Lewis. The U.S. Department 

of Energy, for example, is reportedly i11terested in hiring 

MBAs with knowledge of nonproliferation along with Rus
sian, Chinese, or certain other languages. 

To study at MilS, you must have proficiency in a second 

language. Arabic, Korean, Russian, Chinese, and Farsi are in 

particularly high demand for nonproliferation studies, but 
French, German, and Spanish are also useful. "We would like 

to see more students with Spanish, because of the threat of 
terrorism in Latin America," says Fred Wehling, director of 

education at CNS. The center also hopes to attract research

ers and students with knowledge of Urdu, Tagalog, Bengali, 
and other languages from regions where terrorism is a threat. 
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Up to 40 percent of MilS students come from outside 
the United States. CNS welcomes visiting fellows from 

abroad, who have recently included several mid-career of

ficers from China's foreign ministry. 

Through on-the-job training at CNS offices in Monterey 
and Washington, D.C., students can learn the practicali t ies 

of prospering in an organization. Students also have access 
to professional-level internships at the United Nations and 

other international organizations. • 
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Boston University Institute on Culture, 
Religion & World Affairs: CURA 

2010 Summer Seminar on World Religions 
Globalizing Religions: Conflict or Conflict Resolution? 

The Institute on Culture, Religion & World Affairs (CURA) 
at Boston University conducts an annual summer seminar. 
It is organized by the well - know n sociologist of re ligion 
Peter L. Berger, co-sponsored with the School of Theology 
at Boston University, under the guidance of Dean John 
Berthrong. The seminar is generously funded by the 
Henry Luce Foundation's Henry R. Luce Initiative on Religion 
and International Affairs. 

The program is an intensive, two-week seminar on special 
topics in religion and world affairs. The 2010 seminar wi ll 
run from June 13 to 25. It w ill examine the world's major 
rel igious traditions, in each case asking the following ques
tions: How has each tradition globalized? How has each 
contributed to conflict or conflict resolution? The seminar 
is designed for professional residents of the United States, 
w ith some coming from abroad, who are concerned w ith 
the international role of religion in politics, economics, and 
social change. Those particularly encouraged to apply are 
journalists, policy analysts ( in or out of government), 
and educators. 

The program is taught by a combination of faculty f rom 
Boston University and other universities, as well as by active 
or former members of the foreign policy community. Details 
of the 2010 summer seminar w ill be posted on the CURA 
website as the program is being final ized: www.bu.edu/cura. 

CURA w il l provide housing and meals for al l participants. 
Travel fellowships wil l be available on a competit ive basis. 

To apply, send a one-page letter of interest, along with a 
brief CV, and an indication whether assistance with 
travel is required, to: 

Ms. Laurel Whalen, Administrator 
Institute on Culture, Religion & World Affairs 
10 Lenox Street, Brookline, MA 02446 
Fax: 617-353-6408 E-mail: cura@bu.edu 

Application Deadline: March 31, 2010 

An equal opportunity, affirmative action institution. 

SEARCH FOR THE DEAN 
JOSEF KORBEL SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 

The University of Denver, a private university located in Denver, Colorado, seeks nominations and applications for Dean of the Josef Korbel 
School of International Studies. 
In recent years, the Josef Korbel School has experienced substantial growth by launching new degree programs, opening and expanding 
research centers, establishing two new endowed chairs, expanding international exchange programs, increasing its base of donors, 
building and remodeling new facilities and generating a steady increase in applications by students to the BA, MA and doctoral programs. 
The new Dean will capitalize on this momentum and lead the Josef Korbel School to secure its place as one of the world's premier schools 
of international studies, while working in collaboration with faculty, staff, and students, as well as partners across the university and around 
the world. We seek a leader for a school that has already distinguished itself in its field, yet has ever-greater ambitions as an institution 
in the service of its students and in pursuit of improving the human condition globally. 
In addition to its Ph.D. program, the Josef Korbel School offers six professional M.A. degrees in specific areas of study: Global Finance, 
Trade and Economic Integration; International Administration; International Development; International Human Rights; International 
Security; and International Studies. There is also a newly developed M.A. program in Development Practice. The School also supports a 
range of dual-degree programs, certificates, and exchange programs. The B.A. Program in International Studies offers students a wide 
array of study abroad opportunities, for-credit internships, and dual-degree B.A./M.A. opportunities. 
The successful candidate for this position will be an inspiring leader with an established record of scholarship and professional 
achievement who is passionate about the Josef Korbel School's role in educating the next generation of global leaders. The candidate will 
be strongly committed to intellectual and professional excellence and to diversity in the faculty, staff and student body. 
Candidates must submit a cover letter summarizin~ their interest and qualifications for the position, a current resume, and the names of six (6) 
professional references, including title and contact Information. Inquiries, nominations, and applications should be directed to Julie Filizetti and 
Stephanie Mardell at 3908@imsearch.com or (415) 655-4911 . 

The University of Denver is an Equal Opportunity Employer and encourages applications from women and minority candidates. 
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Those who doubt that there 
is much connection between 
the economy of the 1930s 
and the supercharged, 
information-age economy of 
the twenty-first century are 
invited to look at the current 
economic headlines- about 
high unemployment, failing 
banks, volatile financial 
markets, currency crises, 
and even deflation. The 
issues raised by the Depres
sion, and its lessons, are still 
relevant today." 
BERNANKE, ESSAYS ON THE 
GREAT DEPRESSION 

Ben Bernanke 
for staving off a new Great Depression. 

CHAIRMAN, FEDERAL RESERVE I WASHINGTON 

The Zen-like chairman of the U.S. 
Federal Reserve n1ight not have topped 
the Jist solely for n1rning his superb 
academic career into a blueprint tor 
action, for single-handedly reinventing 
the role of a central bank, or for prevent
ing the collapse of the U.S. econotny. 
But to have done all of the.~e \Vi thin the 
span of a tc\v months is certainly one of 
the greatest intellectual feats of recent 
years. Not long ago a Princeton U niver
sity professor \Vriti ng paper after paper 
on the Great Depression, "'Helicopter 
Ben" spent 2009 dropping hundreds of 
billions in bailouts seetningly frotn the 
skies, vigilantly tracking intere."lt rate."l, 
and coordinating\vith counterparts 
across the globe. His key insight? The 
need for massive, dan1n-the-torpedoes 
intervention in financial market."l. Win
ning over clitics \Vho have since praised 
his "radical" moves (including Nouriel 
Roubini, No.4 on this list), he now 
faces an uphill battle in his bid for per
manently expanded Fed po\vcrs. 'T'hc 
radicalism is far from over. 
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for relmaatnina America's role in the world. 
PRESIDENT I WASHINGTON 

Obama entered the White House facing ma~y 
seemingly i ntracttble obstacles: t\vo bloody, pos
sibly un\vinnable \Vars, an economic meltdo\vn 
of 1930s-level proportions, and major congres-
sional battles on public spending and health care, 
to name a fe\V. These hard realities have made 
Obama - a speaker notable for his soaring rheto-
tic and symbolic importance as the United States' 
first black president- seem at times n1ore like a 
fix-it guy than a visionary. 

But in truth, he is both. He is an unapologetic 
wonk with a professorial bearing, a "radical in
crementalist" (in the useful term of his den·actors) 
who (L')Sesses, seeks advice, considers, seeks coun
sel again, and then tinkers. He is also a president 
\Vith big idea'), particularly in his foreign policy. 
With his "smart po\ver" mantra, the man \Vho 
commands the \vorl d's most po'verful military h(L" 
diversified the United States' arsenal of foreign
policy tools by listening. He spoke to the Muslim 
\\'orld from Cairo, smoothed over a rift with Eu
rope, and reached out to recalcitrant rogue states. 
He might yet fail. But if he succeeds, the sea 
change in America's relationship \Vith the \Vorld 
could become a tidal wave. 
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Zahra Rahnavanl 
for being the brains behind Iran's Green Revolution 
and the campaign of her husband, opposition leader 

Mir Hossein Mousavi. 

POLITICAL SCIENTIST AND REFORMER I IRAN 

Of all the critical moments in the Iranian presidential 
election that captured the world's attention this year, one 
stands out: On June 3, incumbent Mahmoud Ahmadinejad 
publidy questioned the credentials of his opponent's wife, 
wondering in a televised debate if her Ph.D. in political sci
ence was legitimate. Furious, the 64-year-old Rahnavard 
staged a blazing, 90-minute news conference in which 
she accused the president of lying, debasing her sex, and 
betraying the Islamic Revolution. The attack galvanized 
the opposition and rejuvenated the campaign of her 
husband, Mir Hossein Mousavi. 

Ahmadinejad should have known better. During and af
ter the Islamic Revolution, Rahnavard had been an ardent 
Isla mist who worked to discredit secular feminist groups. 
But years later, when the revolution failed to yield dividends 
for women, she changed course and became a driving 
force behind the nascent feminist movement in Iran. After 
she was placed on the High Council of Cultural Revolu
tion, the body issued its first declaration in 1992 advanc
ing women's rights. She was later fired as chancellor of 
Tehran's exclusively female AI-Zahra University for inviting 
feminist lawyer and Nobel laureate Shirin Ebadi to speak. 

This year, Rahnavard's rage at Ahmadinejad drove her 
husband's campaign. She began stumping with him and 
organizing supporters through rallies, Facebook, Twitter, 
and text messages. Campaign posters that depicted the 
couple holding hands subtly hinted at the liberal reforms 
Mousavi would make in office; she has more explicitly said 
these would involve greater democratization, a stronger 
role for women in the cabinet, and a relaxing of Iran's 
notoriously discriminatory gender laws. 
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Sometimes it takes a crisis to tum a mad-
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Rajendra Pachaur1 
for ending the debate over whether climate change matters. 

CHAIRMAN, INTERGOVERNMENTAL PANEL ON CLIMATE CHANGE I INDIA 

As the link between human activity and cl imate change becomes 
conventional wisdom and governments work urgently to establish a 
global climate treaty, Pachauri deserves no small amount of credit 
for creating such an extraordinary shift in public opinion. Pachauri, 
an engineering and economics Ph.D., has since 2002 chaired the 
U.N. Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, which was the co
recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize with AI Gore in 2007. 

Since then, Pachauri has raised the specter of large-scale popula
tion displacement and the existential threat that global warming poses 

•. , to low-lying island nations, while arguing that large, industrializing 
, . ·:: · 40ountries such as China and India will not act on the issue before the 

~·- .": .'· ,' · ~ : : yYest~~n world curbs its own greenhouse gas emissions. He has also 
·: .: ." : ' . .' ' ·backed the adoption of extremely ambitious emissions cuts, recently 

Y recomrtiending that atmospheric carbon dioxide concentrations be 
kep( below 350 parts per million. Any progress toward thwarting 
,climate change this year owes a great deal to Pachauri. 

Most wants to visit: 
The Maldives 

Best idea of 2009: 
Vegetarianism as 
a means to reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

Worst idea of 2009: 
Bailout with large 
payments to those 
who have caused 
today's economic 
crisis. 
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Want to know what former President Bill Clinton, Gen. David 
Petraeus, three Nobel Prize-winners, best-selling authors such as 
Thomas Friedman and Fa reed Zakaria, and thought leaders from 
China and Canada to India and Indonesia think about the world's 
most pressing problems? So did we, which is why FOREIGN POLICY 
surveyed 2009's Top 100 Global Thinkers, asking them to rate 

everything from U.S. President Barack Obama's first year in office to which country is the world's most dangerous. Nearly two
thirds participated, offering us unique insight into the collective wisdom of this very special crowd. 

HERE'S 
WHAT THEY 

TOLD US: 

~ Barack Obama had a 
solid first year in office, with 
the world's big thinkers rat
ing him on average a 7 out 
of 10 for his performance. 
But when asked what, 
exactly, had been his 
intellectual contribution to 
foreign policy, our thinkers 
were hard-pressed to name 
a specific idea, instead 
collectively applauding 
qualities like his "openness· 
and "multipolar worldview" 
(and even, explicitly, the 
fact that he isn't George 
W. Bush). 

~ A majority (59 percent) 
think the worst of the 
global recession is over, 
that the war in Afghanistan/ 
Pakistan is the world's 
most dangerous (79 
percent}, that China is 
the inevitable next global 
power (71 percent), and 
prefer the BlackBerry (54 
percent) over the much 
ballyhooed iPhone. 

~ The most influential 
world leaders outside the 
United States are Chinese 
President Hu Jintao (by 
a large margin), Russian 
Prime Minister Vladimir 
Putin, and Brazilian 
President Luiz lnacio Lula 
da Silva. But our thinkers 
reached absolutely no 
consensus at all about 
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the thinkers who should 
be shaping the world. 
Asked what one person 
we should listen to in 
order to make the world a 
better place, our thinkers 
produced no fewer than 34 
nominees, including every
one from the Dalai Lama 
to James Hansen, Samuel 
Huntington, Angela Merkel, 
and Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

~ Although daily 
headlines this year often 
focused on the bloody 
mayhem in Afghanistan 
and Iraq, our global 
thinkers identified news 
from Africa-the good 
(successful grassroots 
development), the bad 
(widespread crop failures), 
and the tragic (unrest in 
Sudan and the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo)
as among the most 
underreported stories of 
2009. Per1haps counterin
tuitively, our thinkers also 
ranked economic news 
as partially overlooked 
even in this year of global 
economic crisis. 

• Finally, looking ahead 
to 2010, the survey 
found many big thinkers 
convinced that a major 
crisis with Iran (29 percent) 
will be next year's major 
"global game-changer." 
Other predictions for 2010 
include: a possible collapse 
of the Pakistani state, a 
dollar crisis or Asian asset 
bubble-burst, civil unrest in 
China, biological terrorism, 
and a global pandemic. 

What will be 2010's "unknown unknown" - in other 
words, a global game-changer such as the September 11 
terrorist attacks or Iran acquiring nuclear weapons? 

29% - -----, 
IRAN: Iran gets the bomb; 
Israel strikes Iran; Iranian 
internal political turbulence 

21%--
AF-PAK: Rapid deterioration 
and possible collapse of the 
Pakistani state 

8% OTHER 

On a scale of 
1 to 10, how 

70bama's average 
score 

would you rate 
U.S. President 28%-
Barack Obama as 
a leader after one 2% 
year in office? l 
(10 being the highest) I 

RATING 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

13% 
ECONOMY: Dollar 
crisis; bursting of an 
asset bubble in Asia 

10% 
CLIMATE CHANGE: Fail
ure (or success) in reaching 
a global agreement on 
reducing carbon emissions 

8% HEALTH: Global 
pandemic 

6% CHINA: Civil 
unrest 

4% TERRORISM: 
'----- Terrorists acquire 

biological weapons 

16 

15 

14 

13 

12 

II 

10 

9 

8 

6 

5 

4 

3 

8 9 10 



What is 
the most 
significant 
underreported 
story of 2009? 

"The degree of 
erosion to the posi
tion of the U.S. at the 
center of the global 
economic system." 

"The depression scare of 2008 morphed into a sudden new confidence-into an 
attitude that it was just a recession after all. We went from thinking we had termi
nal cancer into thinking that it is just an ordinary cold, a remarkable transforma
tion whose cultural roots should have been dissected." 

"Pakistan is already at war, with the United States already deeply involved. [The 
United States has I carried [out) more robotic drone strikes in the last year than 
[it] did strikes using manned bombers in the opening round of the Kosovo war
into a nuclear power that is teetering toward collapse." 

"The erosion of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement in Sudan, laying the basis for 
a possible war next year." 

Who are the three most influential global leaders outside the United States? 

15 (Out of 158 reponses) 

16 
9 

How would you describe 
Obama's contribution to 
the global marketplace 
of ideas? 

53% 
OPENNESS AND 
MULTIPOLAR WORLDVIEW 

36% 
NO REAL CONTRIBUTION 

11% 
NEGATIVE 

"'A slogan in search of 
a strategy." 

"Skillful and humane, 
but not yet worth a 
Nobel Prize." 

"'Nonexistent- which 
is a big improvement 
over George W. Bush."' 

"He's a popularizer. 
but a discerning and 
effective one." 

What is the most danger
ous country in the world? 
PAKISTAN 54% 

SOMALIA 10% 
UNITED STATES 10% 

IRAN 10% 
RUSSIA 5% 

ISRAEL 4% 

NORTH KOREA 4% 

How long will ittakeforthe 
global recession to end? 

SURVEY PARTICIPANTS (63): CHRIS ANDERSON I KAREN ARMSTRONG I JOHN ARQUILLA I JACQUES ATTALI / GEORGE AYITTEY I NICK BOSTROM I BRUCE BUENO DE MESQUITA I WlllEM SUITER I 
FERNANDO HEN RIQUE CARDOSO I JAMAIS CASCIO I NICHOLAS CHRISTAKIS I BILL CLINTON I PAUL COLLIER I JARED DIAMOND I ESTHER DUFUD I ESTHER DYSON I WILLIAM EASTERLY I MOHAMED EL·ERIAN I 
PAUL FARMER I SALAM FAYYAD I NIALL FERGUSON I THOMAS FRIEDMAN I FRANCIS FUKUYAMA I HELENE GAYLE I ASHRAF GHANI / DAVID GROSSMAN I RICHARD HAASS I AYAAN HIRSI ALII HU SHULl / VALERIE HUDSON I 
ANWAR IBRAHIM I MICHAEL IGNATIEFF I ROBERT KAGAN I DAVID KILCULLEN I HENRY KISSINGER I ENRIQUE KRAUZE I RAY KURZWEIL I CLARE LOCKHART I AMORY LOVINS I C. RAJA MOHAN I ANDREW MWENDA I 
JACQUELINE NOVOGRATZ I EMILY OSTER I RAJENDRA PACHAURI I MINXIN PEl / DAVID PETRAEUS I TARIQ RAMADAN I AHMED RASHID I HANS ROSLING I AMARTYA SEN I ROBERT SHILLER I PETER W. SINGER I 
ANNE·MARIE SLAUGHTER I ABi>OI.KARIM SOROUSH I JOSEPH SfiGLifZ I RIZAL SUKMA/ RICHARD fHALER I MARIO VARGAS LLOSA I ROBERT WRiGHT I XU ZHIYONG i FAREED ZAKARiA I ZHOli XJAOCHUAN I ROBERT ZOELLlCK 
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f you wanted to know how Bill 
Clinton thought when he was pres
ident, you ignored the scripted set
piece speeches and instead went 
to listen to him talk off the cuff at 
an evening fundraiser. At night, he 
would ruminate extemporaneously 
on race, religion, science, and the 

nature of the human soul. His mind 
would roam widely and yet pull together 
disparate themes into a coherent narra
rive as no other politician of his genera
tion. Today, the place to hear him think 
out loud is at the annual Clinton Global 
Initiative conference in New York, where 
he gathers hundreds of heads of state, 
business moguls, nonprofit executives, 
academics, and even Hollywood stars 
not just to talk about the world's prob
lems but to do something about them. 

Peter Baker, White House correspondent for the New York Times, and 
Susan Glasser, FOREIGN POLICY's executive editor, caught up with Clinton 
there for an expansive conversation about identity, virtue, and riding the 
steppes with Genghis Khan. Below, the edited excerpts. 

Foreign Policy: Last year we did not expect the economy to collapse 
quite the way it did. This year we did not think the people of Iran would 
take to the streets after the election. Looking ahead to 2010, what are 
the strategic surprises we ought to be looking for? 

Bill Clinton: We should look around the world and see if 
there are any places where the political analogue of the fi
nancial crisis could occur. That is, what we know about all 
systems subject to a combination of stress and dynamism 
is that there are fractures and vulnerabilities that are not 
immediately apparent because people expect tomorrow to 
be a replica of yesterday and today. I always say, in a high
ly dynamic environment, it's obvious you should always be 
working for the best and preparing for the worst. That's 
easy to say, but how do you do that? 
And what are the warning signs? For 
example, could something go wrong in 
Nigeria as a result of a combination of 
economic and political conflict? 

On the flip side, which other places in 
the world could still surprise us by do
ing something really smart and good? I 
sti ll think there is some chance the Israelis and the Hamas 
govenunent and the Palestinian government could make 
a deal. Because I think that the long-term trend lines are 
bad for both sides that have the capacity to make a deal. 
Right now, Hamas is kind of discredited after the Gaza 
operation, and yet (the Palestinian Authority] is clearly in
creasing [its] capacity. They are in good shape right now, 
but if they are not able to deliver sustained economic and 
political advances, that's not good for them. The long-term 
trends for the Israelis are even more stark, because they 
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will soon enough not be a majority. Then they will have 
to decide at that point whether they will continue to be a 
democracy and no longer be a Jewish state, or continue to 
be a Jewish state and no longer be a democracy. That's the 
great spur. 

The other thing that has not been sufficiently appreciated 
is the inevitable arc of technological capacity that applies to 
military weaponry, like it does to PCs and video games and 
everything else. I know that these rockets drove the Israelis 
nuts, and I didn't blame them for being angry and frustrat
ed- it was maddening. But let's be candid: They were not 
very accurate. So it 's only a question of time until they are 
de facto outfitted with GPS positioning systems. And when 
that happens and the casualty rates start to really mount, 
will that make it more difficult for the Palestinians to make 
peace instead of less? Because they will be even more pressed 
by the radical groups saying, "No, no, look, look, we are 
making eight our of 10 hits. Let's stay at this." I tthink one of 
the surprising things that might happen this year [2010) is 
you might get a substantial agreement. Nobody ibelieves this 
wi ll happen, and it probably won't, because of the political 
complexity of the Israeli government. But all I can tell you 
is, I spent a lot of time when I was president trying to make 
a distinction between the headlines and the trend lines. If 
there was ever a place where studying the trend lines would 
lead you co conclude that sooner is better than later for deal
making, it would be there. 

FP: Who do you think is the smartest, most penetrating thinker you know 
(maybe other than your own family)? Are there people who should be 
on our list? 

BC: Paul Krugman- ! don't always agree with h im, but he 
is unfailingly good. David Brooks has been very good. Tom 
Friedman is our most gifted journalist at actually looking at 
what is happening in the world and figuring out its relevance 
to tomorrow and figuring out a clever way to say it that 
sticks in your mind- like "real men raise the gas tax." You 
know what I mean? 

Malcolm Gladwell has become quite important. The 
Tipping Point was a very good observational book about 
what happened and how change occurred. But l think his 
last book, Outliers, is even more important for understand
ing how we all develop and for making the case that even 
for people we view as geniuses, life is more of a relay race 
than a one-night stand by a one-man band or a one-woman 
band. I thought it was a truly exceptional book. 

Robert Wright, the guy who wrote The Evolution of God, 
The Moral Animal, and the book he wrote in the middle, 
which had a huge effect on me as the president, Nonzero. This 
book about God is just basically an extension of his argument 
in Nonzero, which is essentially that the world is growing to
gether, not apart. And as you have wider and wider circles of 
interconnection-that is, wider geographically, encompassing 
more people, and wider in bandwidth, encompassing more 
subject areas- you begin with conflict and you end with some 
resolution, some merging. So he says there is not an inher
ent conflict between science and God, and he explains why. 
Wright says, no, no, no, the religious and scientific can mix in 
accommodation. In Nonzero he argues that ever since people 
came out of caves and formed clans, people have been bump
ing up against each other, requiring expansion of identity, sub
conscious identity. You move from conflict to cooperation in 
some form or fashion. And so far the struggle between conflict 
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and cooperation has come out before humanity triggered its 
capacity for sell-destruction. So that whole Nonzero idea has 
now been translated into his argument on God, and I think he 
is a very important guy. 

Another person I think has written some very interest
ing books on the ultimate imperative of cooperation in the 
human and other species is Matt Ridley. The one that had 
a pretty good influence on me is The Origins of Virtue. And 
by virtue he doesn't mean, I never take a drink, even on Sat
urday night. He means civic virtue. How do we treat one 
another in ways that are constructive, and work together? I 
think that these are some of the many people. They are think
ing about how the world works and how it might be at the 
same time. At this moment in history, we need people who 
have a unique understanding of both how the world works 
and how it might be better, might be more harmonious. 

FP: The Cold War lasted about 40 years. Do you see this current struggle 
we are having with extremism, whatever you want to call it, the war on 
terror, do you see that lasting as long, or do you see that changing in 
some way over the next decade? 

BC: How long it lasts depends on whether the places out 
of which really big, effective terrorist groups are operating 
remain essentially stateless. The territories in Pakistan and 
the border area with Afghanistan are not part of a central
ized state. Robert Kaplan has written tons of books about 
what's going on in the modern world, and if you read The 
Ends of the Earth and these books that say we are de facto, 
no matter what the laws say, becoming nations of mega
city-states full of really poor, angry, uneducated, and highly 
vulnerable people, all over the world, we would have a lot 
of slumdog millionaires. If that's right, then terror- mean
ing killing and robbery and coercion by people who do 
not have state authority and go beyond national borders
could be around for a very long time. On the other hand, 
terrorism needs both anxiety and opportunity co flourish . 
So one of the things that the United States and others ought 
to be doing is trying to help the nation-state adjust to the 
realities of the 21st century and then succeed. 

Resolving energy, ironically, could play a major role 
in reducing the appeal of terror because if we change the 
way we produce and consume energy all over the world, 
it would create opportunities for education, for entrepre
neurs, for work, for involving women and girls in posi
tive economic encounters, at every level of national income 
from the richest states to the poorest. Therefore, I think 
all of the creative energy thinkers need to be brought tO 
bear on this because the world as it integrates has to have 
a source of new economic activity. In the poorer places 
just getting agriculture up to speed and putting all the kids 
in school, there is enough to keep going for a few years. 
But this energy thing could give us a decade of exhilarat
ing sell-discovery. Really smart energy thinkers, Amory 
Lovins, Paul Hawken, people who have been doing this 
for 30 years- what they've always known, before this ever 
became a serious debate, is, you couldn't sell a clean green 
future unless you could prove it was good economics. 

You should look at big thinkers on the question of identity. 
Samuel Huntington wrote the famous book The Clash of 
Civilizations. But we need an effort to explain and, if pos
sible merge, theories of identity that are biological, psycho
logical, social, and political, because it's obvious that in an 
age of interdependence, you want Wright's thesis, you want 



ing the new biography of Gabriel 
Garda Marquez, and I just finished 
Joshua Cooper Ramo's book, which 
I thought was actually quite good, 
but I think he should write another 
one and think about the practical 
applications of the strategic insights 
and the theoretical insights. 

FP: Top three leaders that people should 
pay attention to, other than Obama. 

BC: The prime nlinister of Australia, 
Kevin Michael Rudd- he is really 
smart. He has a thirst to know and 
figure out how to do things. 

there to be more nonzero subsolutions. You want 
this thing to happen; you hope he is right that you 
can reconcile religion and science; you hope the pres
ident's speech in Cairo turns out to be right, that it's 
a walk in the park to reconcile religious differences. 
I gave a bunch of speeches on this after 9/11, saying 
that our religious and political differences could be 
reconciled. I think President Obama's word was that 
we had to respect doubt. 

If ever there was 

I think people should study what 
Paul Kagame did in Rwanda. It is 
the only country in the world that 
has more women than men in Par
liament (obviously part of the demo
graphic is from the genocide). It may 
not be perfect, but Rwanda has the 
greatest capacity of any developing 
country I have seen to accept outside 
help and make use of it. It's hard tO 

accept help. They've done that. And 
how in God's name does he get ev
ery adult in the country to spend 
one Saturday every month clean
ing the streets? And what has the 
psychological impact of that been? 
The identity impact? The president 
says it's not embarrassing, it's not 
menial work, it's a way of express
ing your loyalty to and your pride in 
your country. How do you change 
your attitudes about something that 
you think you know what it means? 

What I always said was that if you are religious it 
meant by definition there was such a thing as Truth, 
capital T. So to make it work in a world full of differ
ences, you had to recognize that there was a big dis
tinction between the existence of Truth, capital T, and 

a place where the 
trend lines 'votdd 
lead you to con
clude that sooner 
is better than later 
for deal-making, 
it's Israel and 
Palestine. 

the ability of any one human being to understand it 
completely and to translate it into political actions that were 
100 percent consistent with it. That's what you had to do; all 
you had to do was accept human frailty. You can't tell people 
of faith to be relative about their faith. They believe there is a 
truth. But the question of whether they can know it and turn 
it into a political program is a very, very different thing. That 
is an act of arrogance. 

I was influenced by Ken Wilber's book A Theory of Every
thing, because he tries to point out that throughout history 
we get connected to people who are different from us before 
our heads get around the implications of that, and then as 
soon as they do there is a parallel level of interconnectivity 
and we have to get our heads around that. All of the public 
intellectuals in the world need to be thinki11g quite a bit about 
tlus question of identity and need to recognize that in view of 
the findings of the human genome about the similarities of all 
of us, even the husband and wife who at the minimum are 
99.5 percent tl1e same-it's pretty spooky, isn't it? 

FP: lightning round: What are the three books you've been reading re
cently? 

BC: I am reading H.W. Brands's book on FOR. I am read-

How did he pull that off? 
There are lots of fascinating lead

ers in Latin America worth studying. But I think it's worth 
looking at Colombia. How has Medellin been given back ro 
the people of Colombia? We all know President Uribe has 
faced criticism in the U.S., but how did Medellin go from be
ing the drug capital of the world, one of the most dangerous 
places on Earth, to the host city of the 50th anniversary of 
the Inter-American Development Bank? I would look at that. 

I would look at another guy, Jose Ramos-Horta, the pres
ident of the first country in the 21st century, East Timor. Is 
it too small to be a nation? Can you get roo small? Can your 
courageous fight for independence and freedom lead you to 
an econonlic unit that is not going to have a population or a 
geographic base big enough to take care of your folks? How 
are the Kosovars going to avoid that? 

FP: Is there any country you haven't been to yet that you want to go to? 

BC: I want to go ro Mongolia and ride a horse across the 
steppes and pretend I am in Genghis Khan's horde-but 
I'm not hurting anybody! I want to go to Antarctica. There 
are places where I have been where I have only been work
ing. I would like to take Hillary to climb Kilimanjaro, 
while there is still snow up there. WI 

DECEMBER 2009 37 



Cass Sunsteln and Richard Thaler 
for taking behavioral ism from niche to necessary. 

WHITE HOUSE POLICY ADVISOR I WASHINGTON 
ECONOMIST I UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO I CHICAGO 

Sunstein and Thaler describe themselves as "libertar
ian paternalists," but you probably know them more 
simply as the behavioralism gurus. Their big idea- to 
use small policy tweaks to overoome human capricious
ness-has turned the field of economics upside down 
and, most recently, won them an ear at the Obama 
White House. Humans, the two 
men argue in their book, Nudge: 
Improving Decisions About Health, 
Wealth, and Happiness, tend to be 
emotional, rash, and uninformed, 
and value the present more than 
the future. They're far from the The concept 
rational creatures upon which so behind libertar-
much economic policy is based. ian paternalism 

So what's a responsible 
government to do? Use free is that it's pas-
market policies that "nudge" Sible to main-
citizens toward the smart options tain freedom of 
they wouldn't otherwise select, choice-that's 
such as setting "opting in'' as libertarian-
the default choice for retirement while also 
funds and organ donation. It's a moving people 
quietly revolutionary idea from in directions 
two brainy guys: Thaler is a that make their 
University of Chicago-trained own lives a bit 
economist whose name has 
been mentioned along with better- that's 
"Nobel" more than a few times; paternalism. 
Sunstein is a Harvard-trained We think it's 
lawyer who clerked for Thurgood possible to 
Marshall and "seems to write combine two 
a book about as often as most reviled 
people run the dishwasher," as concepts." 
one 2008 profile pUt it. Clearly, SUNSTEIN, GRIST 
people in power are reading: MAGAZINE 

Thaler is reportedly advising the 
British Conservative Party on economic policy, and 
Sunstein, as the new head of the White House's Of
fice of Information and Regulatory Affairs, is nudging 
Obama administration rules on everything from avian 
flu to student loans. Sunstein and his wife, Samantha 
Power (No. 80), are the only married oouple to be 
named individually to this year's Global Thinkers list. 
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Zhou Xiaochuan 
for reminding the world that we can't take 

the dollar for granted. 
GOVERNOR, PEOPLE'S BANK 

OF CHINA I CHINA 

These days, China's politicians rarely miss 
an opportunity to lecture the United States 
on its fiscal recklessness. But Zhou, the 
People's Bank of China governor, worried 
about the safety of the $1 trillion in U.S. 
debt held by Beijing, has gone much fur
ther, drafting a proposal to fundamentally 
overhaul the entire global financial system. 
In a market-shaking speech this March, 
China's chief economist proposed a new 
form of synthetic international reserve cur
rency under the management of the IMF, 
which, he argued, would afford far greater 
global economic stability. 

Despite his measured words, Zhou's 
well-publicized proposal and his critiques 
of U.S. economic planning have been 
interpreted as a sign of Beijing's growing 
confidence in its own financial prescrip
tions. Shortly afterward, Russia released 
its version of Zhou's plan, while U.S. 
Treasury Secretary Timothy Geithner 
said he was "quite open" to the idea. As 
if to prove Zhou's point, Geithner's off
the-cuff response quickly sent the dollar 
tumbling. 

Reading list: China's Economy: 60 Years 
of Progress, by Wu Jinglian; The Econom
ics of Climate Change, by Nicholas Stern. 

Wants to visit: Greenland 
Best idea: G-20 summit, slowly developing 
the new architecture of world management. 
Worst idea: Going back to the ideas of 
John Maynard Keynes. 

Gadget: Facebook and iPhone. 
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Sayyid Imam ai-Sharif 
for striking a mortal ideological blow to al Qaeda. 

THEOLOGIAN I PRISONER I EGYPT 

Sharif spent decades serving 
as a spiritual compas.c;; for 
those involved in Islamist 
terrorism. A former com
mander of the Egyptian 

terrorist organization a)-Jihad and early 
founder of al Qaeda with his old associ
ate fi·om Cairo University's 
medical school, Ayman al
Zawahi ri, he authored t\.vo 
books that laid the ideologi
cal foundation for a global 

People hate 
religious war. But begin- America, and the 
ning in November 2007, lslamist move-
Sharifhas pub lid" switched ments feel their 

1 hatred and their 
sides. Jailed since 2001, he impotence. Ram-
composed Rationalizing Ji- ming America 

had in Egypt and the World, r:: sb:~~:s~ 
a comprehensive revision road to tame 
of his pre\~ous support for and leadership 
relioious war. The work, among the Arabs 

o· and Muslims. But 
which has spread like wild- what good is it if 
fire throughjihadi circles, you destroy one 
undermines the legitimacy of your enemy's 
of al Qaeda and like-minded buildings, and he 

destroys one of 
groups by using their own your countries? 
theological narrative against What good is it 

if you kill one of 
them. An outraged Zawa- his people, and 
hiri says Sharif is promoting he kills 1,000 of 
the heretical idea of "an yours?" 

Islam vvithout jihad." In an ~~~~~AuziNG 
ironic twist ofhistmy, one JIHAD 

of the thinkers who played a central role 
in constmcting the ideological edifice 
of jihad could also play a leading role in 
demolishing it. 
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Fernando Henrlque Cardoso 
for calling the war on drugs what it is: a disaster. 

FORMER PRESIDENT I BRAZIL 

Cardoso has never been afraid to ask tough ques· 
tions. As president of Brazil, he shook the country's 
huge but lethargic market back to life with tough 
fiscal policy and pioneering social programs. So it 
was no surprise this year when, together with fellow 
Latin American ex-presidents Cesar Gaviria and 
Emesto Zedillo, Cardoso took on a new challenge: 
the U.S.-Ied war on drugs. "Prohibitionist policies 
based on eradication, interdiction and criminalization 
~f consumption simply haven't worked," they wrote 
m the Wall Street Journal. 

Cardoso's broadside, laid out in full in a report 
last February, reinvigorated a moribund debate 
over the legalization of drugs. He pushed to re
brand the problem as one of global health, rather 
than mere criminality. And his timing couldn't 
have been better: Barack Obama once called the 
drug war an "utter failure," and he seems to prefer 
treating users to locking them up. The man who 
calle~ himself Brazil's "accidental" president may 
have JUSt done more for his country and his region 
than many of its more deliberate leaders. 

Readin11ist: Aliance: The 
Inside Stay rJ Hc1N Roosevel, 
Stain and CtKn:hl ~One 
War and Began Another, by 
Jmalhan Fenby, Prisoner rJ the 
State, by Zhao~; GnMn 
up Digla, by Doo Tapmt 

Walts ID visit: Iran, where I 
never haw been. It is fascilal. 
ing from a sociological pon 
of view (seWarizalion vs. 
fundEmentaism), from a Jdjcal 
poi1t of view (an autoaacy wilh 
eledions), Cl1d from the poi1t 
of view of global a1fais, as Iran 
plays a aucia1 role in lle Midcle 
East 

Gadpts: TYAB Cl1d BlackBerry. 
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BiiGates 
for taking the efficiency of Microsoft to 

the poorest of the poor. 

PHILANTHROPIST I BILL AND MELINDA 
GATES FOUNDATION I SEATILE 

Last February, Gates unleashed a jar 
full of mosquitoes on an unsuspecting 
conference audience. "There's no reason 
why only poor people should have the 
experience" of malaria, he said. The bugs 
were not carrying the pathogen, but the 
point was clear: Gates, the man who re
defined the computer, is today redefining 
the fight against neglected diseases-with 
malaria, diarrheal diseases, pneumonia, 
and tuberculosis topping the list. Now 
Gates is moving into agriculture as well, 
acknowledging that good health requires 
more than just good medicine. 

This is the first full year that Gates 
has spent more time at his $30 billion Bill 
and Melinda Gates Foundation than at 
Microsoft. And the influence of a private
sector guru on the wortd of global charity 
has already proved immeasurable. The 
foundation's model is becoming the new 
force majeure, with all the efficiency of 
the business world suddenly injected into 
aid. But more than just using his knack 
for sharp execution, Gates is pushing big 
ideas, such as the notion that all forms 
of development are connected and that 
advancing any one objective must come 
with equal gains elsewhere. Call it the 
new Gates network theory- and it has the 
potential to be even more complex, and 
more influential, than his last. 
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Larry Summers 
for being the brains behind Obama's economic policy. 

CHIEF WHITE HOUSE ECONOMICS ADVISOR I 
WASHINGTON 

The famously combative Summers is, put simply, one of his generation's finest economists, 
if not the very best. And over the past year he has managed to put his ego aside to work with 
Obama and Timothy Geithner in easing the worild out of crisis. 

Well before the collapse of Lehman Brothers, Summers- accused by some of being an 
architect of the bubble with his advocacy of light banking regulations and low interest rates
had been warning about impending dire macroeconomic trouble, starting with the housing and 
financial markets. His prescience led to his White House job as the behind-the-scenes arbitra
tor in the midst of the global crisis. He drove the debate over the size of the stimulus, arguing 
forcefully for a 1 0-digit bill (which ended up 15 percent lower). He has also taken a strong 
and surprising lead on housing policy, climate change, health-care reform, and the automaker 
bankruptcies, helping tailor White House proposals for maximum job creation. By his account, 
he has helped walk the U.S. economy "some substantial distance back from the abyss." 

• ManinWoH 
for being the dean of financial columnists. 
COLUMNIST I FINANCIAL TIMES I BRITAIN 

Wolf has a reputation as the 
ultimate economic insider: a 
fiA'ture at the World Econom
ic Forum and the exclusive 
Bilderherg Group meetings, 
and a friend and advisor to 
the likes of Larry Summers 
(No. 14) and Niohamed 
E l-Erian (No. r6). H e also 
has little time for the wrong
headed policies and irrespon
sible actions of the financial 
in-crowd and pens takedowns 
so incisive as to be surgical. 

His footnoted, visu-
ally aided, and exhaustively 
researched columns take a 
witty, didactic tone; in them, 
he has argued that no gov
ernmental recovery plans 
have done the hard work of 
regulating and diminishing 
the influence of the financial 
sector. "\iVhere we are now is 
intolerable,"vVolfwrote in 
September. "T'oday's con
cenn-ations of state-insured 
private\.vealth and pmver 
must surely go." 

Yet \Volf is no doomsday 
deconstructionist. \ Vithmit a 
clear ideological bent (though 
he is a committed free-trader), 
his bias is for policies that do 
the job- note 
the emphasis in 
his book ti.tles 
Fixing Global ~rlM--· 
Finance and 
Why Global
ization Works . 
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here is nothina like a really big economic crisis to 
separate the Cassandras from the Panglosse.<:;, the 
horsemen of the apocalypse from the Kool-Aid
swigging optimists. No, the last year ha..s shown 
that all is not for the best in the best of all possible 
worlds. On the contrary, we might be doomed. 

sion of health insurance likely tO be 
enacted in the United States, Hayek's 
libertarian fears appear to have receded, 
at least in the Democratic Party. It has 
been a bumper year, on the other hand, 
for Hayek's old enemy, John Maynard 
Keynes (1883-1946), whose 1936 work 
The General Theory of Employment, 
Interest and Mone)' has become the 
new bible for finance ministers seeking 
to reduce unemployment by means of 
fiscal stimuli. His biographer, Robert 
Skidelsky, has hailed the "return of the 
master." Keynes 's self-appointed rep
resentative on Earth, New York Times 
columnist Paul Krugman, insists that 

At such times, we do well to remember that most 
of today's public intellectuals are mere dwarves, standing 
on the shoulders of giants. So, if they had e-mail in the here
after, which of the great thinkers of the past would be en
titled to send us a message ·with the subject line: "I told you 
so"? And which would prefer to remain offline? 

It has, for example, been a bad year for Adam Smith 
(1723-1790) and his "invisible hand," whic], was sup
posed to steer the global economy onward and upward to 
new heights of opulence through the action o£ individual 
choice in unfettered markets. By contrast, it has been a 
good year for Karl Marx (1818-1883), who always main
tained that the internal contradictions of capitalism, and 
particularly its tendency to increase the inequality of the 
distribution of wealth, would lead to crisis and finally col
lapse. A special mention is also due to early 20th-century 
Marxist theorist Rudolf Hilferding (1877 -1941 ), whose 
Das Finanzkapital foresaw the rise of giant '"too big to 
fail" financial institutions. 

Joining Smith in embarrassed silence, you might think, 
is Friedrich von Hayek (1899-1992), who warned back in 
1944 that the welfare state would lead the West down the 
"road to serfdom." With a government-mandated expan-

Niall Ferguson is the Laurence A. Tisch professor of history ,u Har
vard University, the William Ziegler professor of business adminis
tration at Harvard Business School, and a senior fellow at Stanford 
University's Hoover Institution .. 
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the application of Keynesian theory, in the form of giant 
government deficits, has saved the world from a second 
Great Depression. 

The marketplace of ideas has not been nearly so kind 
this year to the late Milton Friedman {1912-2006), the 
diminutive doyen of free-market economics. "Inflation," 
wrote Friedman in a famous definition, "is always and 
everywhere a monetary phenomenon, in the sense that it 
cannot occur without a more rapid increase in the quantity 
of money than in output. " Well, since September of 2008, 
Ben Bernanke has been printing dollars like mad at the U.S. 
Federal Reserve, more than doubling the monetary base. 
And inflation? As I write, the headline consumer price infla
tion rate is negative 2 percent. Better throw away that old 
copy of Friedman's Monetary History of the United States, 
1867-1960 (co-authored with Anna J. Schwanz, who is 
happily still with us). 

Invest, instead, in a spanking new edition of The Great 
Transformation by Karl Polanyi {1 886-1964). We surely 
need Polanyi's more anthropological approach to econom
ics to explain the excesses of the boom and the hysteria of 
the bust. For what in classical economics could possibly 



~ncipfes of -Economics 
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Benedict XVI 
for showing that even the supposedly infallible can change. 

POPE I CATHOLIC CHURCH I VATICAN CITY 

Cardinal .Joseph Ratz.inger's election as pope in 2005 \·Vas a 
suq>rise to everyone, including himself. "God's Rottweiler," so
called for his purges of liberal reformists, was older than most 
candidates, bookish, and very conservative. 

As pope, Benedict has certainly moved the church closer to 
its form prior to Vatican IT's S\oveeping modernizations. '1 'his 
traditionalism has garnered excitement in some circles, hut it 
has also sparked controversy, particularly this year when he 
tried to reinstate excommunicated bishops from the Society 
of St. Pius X -one of whom was a \Vell-knmvn H olocaust 
denier. But it hasn't all been anti-Semites and Latin masses. 
Benedict has also been outspoken about the perils of reckless 
capitalism in the aftermath of the financial crisis; he has pos i
tioned the church prominently and unexpectedly as an ad
vocate for the environment and \Varned against the peri ls of 
climate change. And, despite early stumbles with the Muslim 
world and anger over what many saw as an attempt to lure 
disillusioned Anglican conservatives to the church, the pope 
has worked hard tor interfaith dialogue. 

• 
Rldurd Dawkins 

for his unceasing advocacy on behalf 
of science. 

SOCIOBIOLOGIST I OXFORD UNIVERSITY I 
BRITAIN 

If you believe the human body is the 
design of an omnipotent god rather than a 
result of the perfectly imperfect way living 
beings reproduce, Dawkins-a retired 
Oxford University professor who pens 
cleanly worded but never dumbed-down 
explanations of evolutionary biology-has 
no time for you. "Evolution is a fact, and 
this book will demonstrate it," he writes in 
The Greatest Show on Earth , released this 
year for the 200th anniversary of Charles 
Darwin's birth. "No reputable scientist 
disputes it and no unbiased reader will 
dose the book doubting it.· 

With sharp prose and lucid thought, 
Dawkins demonstrates how the cudgels 
commonly taken up by the faithful to beat 
down evolution (gaps in the fossil record, 
for instance) are at best innocent misun
derstandings and at worst willful attempts 
to mislead. Building upon arguments 
laid out in 2006's The God Delusion, he 
shows how religious argument sometimes 
perverts scientific truths- making him the 
strongest, smartest advocate for Darwin
ism in our time. 
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Gladwell's favorite thinkers: 

Richard Thaler (No. 7). Thaler 
is one of the very best of the 
behavioral economists--the 
economists who understand 
that human beings don' behave 
according to the arid logic of 
supply and demand curves. 
His paper "The Loser's Curse" 
is perhaps the single smartest 
thing I've ever read about pro
fessional football, and Nudge, 
the book he co-wrote with Cass 
Sunstein, is superb. 
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Gary Klein. I've been enormous
ly influenced by Klein because 
he's a psychologist who studies 
real-world decision-making, 
as opposed to the way people 
behave in laboratories. And the 
worlds he looks at-firefight
ers, marines, intensive care 
nurses-offer extraordinary in
sights as to how experts behave 
in high-pressure situations. His 
first book, Sources of Power, 
remains one of my favorites. 

Richard Nisbett. No thinker has 
had as much influence on my 
work as Nisbett. Where to be
gin? He's an environmentalist
that is, he has systematically 
and convincingly proven, again 
and again, that we are creatures 
of our situations, environments, 
and cultures. I would recom
mend anything he's written, but 
especially The Geography of 
Thought and Intelligence and 
How to Get lt. 

lain Pears. Pears is a novelist 
He wrote An Instance of the 
Fingerpost and, most recently, 
Stone's Fall, among many oth
ers. I think he's the finest pure 
storyteller working in popular 
fiCtion, and those of us who 
are in the business of making 
arguments and communicating 
ideas have to pay attention to 
storytellers because they have 
the skills we desperately need. 



Ashraf Ghani and aare Lockhart 
for having the courage to call out failed states-and then try to fix them. 

AFGHAN POLITICAL LEADER I INSTITUTE FOR STATE EFFECTIVENESS I AFGHANISTAN 
CEO, INSTITUTE FOR STATE EFFECTIVENESS I WASHINGTON 

When you hear Ghani speak about his time as Af· 
ghanistan's finance minister from 2002 to 2004, you 
have to wonder why- with such eloquent plans and 
passionate drive-this former World Bank official 
and anthropology professor wasn't able to set the 
country right. But after just two years, Ghani hit a 
wall in the government of President Hamid Karzai, 
who refused to reform corrupt practices and root 
out unsavory allies. No wonder he was back to con
test th is year's presidential election and challe11ge 
the Karzai machine. Visiting villages and towns 
across Afghanistan dressed in traditional garb, this 
technocrat preached a message of good governance 
in a country that increasingly defines what it means 
to be a failed state. 

Ghani didn't come anywhere close to winning, 
but his ideas will still find resonance in Washington, 
Brussels, and perhaps even Kabul. His civilian
centered strategy is part of a vast tool kit he has 
spent the last decade compiling with his former 
U.N. colleague, Lockhart, who is now director of the 
Institute for State Effectiveness. The pair co-founded 
that institute in 2005 and have since literally written 
the book on Fixing Failed States. Now, if only they 
can get Karzai to listen ... 

"I remember touring the 
country in [the 1970s]. [Af
ghans] practiced an incred
ibly tolerant version of Islam 
... nothing like what exists in 
parts of Afghanistan today. 
The nouveaux riches, the 
warlords who currently ru le 
Afghanistan ... brought 
with them a totally different 
way of ruling, which really 
obscured many of the best 
qualities of Afghanistan." 

-Ghani 

Best idea: To come up with 
a self-financing Marshall 
Plan for the Central Asia, 
South Asia and Middle East 
region. 

Worst idea: To let the banks 
continue to write their own 
rules, divorced from the 
consensus of society. 

- Lockhart 

Thomas Friedman 
for his genius at popularizing 

complex ideas. 

COLUMNIST I NEW YORK TIMES I 
BETHESDA, MD. 

War correspondent, globalization evange
list, public intellectual, environmentalist; 
few have cast their nets so wide while 
maintaining such tight focus as Friedman. 
Now, the paradigm shift that characterized 
his 2005 work The World Is Flat has found 
a new and perhaps surprising incarnation 
in the service of the environmental move
ment. Hot, Flat, and Crowded is Fried
man's manifesto on the climate crisis. The 
free market, he argues, can be a major 
positive force in tackling overconsumption, 
thus saving us from ourselves. The chal
lenge is decoupling it from the fossil fuel in
dustry and allowing it to ·~ell the ecological 
truth." Once this has been achieved, more 
sustainable modes of living should rapidly 
become the norm. If Washington gets 
serious about clean energy investment 
and innovation, and if the next generation 
of Americans embraces a greener future, 
Friedman will deserve no small part of the 
credit. 

Reading list: South of Broad, by Pat Con
roy; Forces of Fortune, by Vali Nasr. 

Wants to visit: If security wasn't an issue, I 
would want to go to South Waziristan. 
Best idea: Greg Mortenson's idea for 
building schools for girls in the Arab 
Muslim world. 
Worst idea: That the world's big problem 
is going to be global cooling, not global 
warming. 
Gadget: Never looked at either Facebook 
or Twitter. BlackBerry. 
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RobenShl er 
for warning US-i)Ver and over-about 

dangerous bubbles. 
ECONOMIST I YALE UNIVERSITY I NEW HAVEN. CONN. 

For much of his career, Shiller has explained bubbles and 
watched them pop. He was studying them in the early 1990s 
when he joined with economist Karl Case to create a standard 
measure of home prices: the S&PICase-Shiller index, a signal 
macroeconomic metric. His 2000 book, Irrational Exuber-
ance, asserted that the U.S. stock market was in the midst 
of a bubble right before it burst (and proved him right). This 
go-round, he was in the exclusive club of experts who warned 
of the housing bubble that led to the financial bubble that le<l to 
the recession. He recognized not just that home prices were in
flated, but also that zero-money-down mortgages and complex 
financial derivatives meant the banking system was grossly 
underestimating, mismanaging, and multiplying risk. 

His latest book, Animal Spirits-<:o-written with University 
of California-Berkeley's George Akerlof-examines the 
emotional, irrational "spirits" that drive investors. It also 
encapsulates much of Shiller's insight on behavioral eco
nomics; in the 1980s, he was one of the early skeptics of 
the then-ascendant efficient-markets hypothesis and a keen 
explainer of the irrationality of markets. 

He spoke with FOREIGN POLICY this fall: 

On Ben Bemanke's perfonnance at the Fed: He's been a 
great Fed chairman because he's taken really decisive 
steps. He was slow to see the crisis coming. But once 
he saw it was there, and saw the parallels to the Great 
Depression, he acted decisively and with some courage. 

He's filled in a gap. Congress was not likely to do 
enough to deal with this crisis. He had authority from 
a law from the 1930s to lend to non-bank institutions 
under exigent and unusual circumstances. He took that 
authority and challenged Congress to say no to him. 

But they were ready to let him take responsibility 
and do it. So he created all those lending facilities and 
doubled the balance sheet, from $1 to $2 trillion. That 
was the most significant thing: It wasn't the stimulus-it 
was the bailout. It was controversial, but it prevented 
the systemic collapse that we saw during the Great 
Depression. Bemanke didn't want to see that happen, 
and it looks like a success. 

On the future of the U.S. economy: The longer-run thing 
is worrisome. We set up an example for the too-big-to
fail institutions-and that could hold back the economy. 
What it means is that the big institutions are safe and 
they become like dinosaurs. And it's hard to compete 
against them because you're competing against the 
government. 

Reading list: The Dutch East 
India Company: Expansion and 
Decline, by Femme S. Gaastra; 
The Deutsche Bank: 1870-1995, by 
Lothar Gall, et al.; Macroeconom
ics of Self-Fulfilling Prophecies, by 
Roger Farmer. 

Would like to visit: India. By some 
strange confluence of circumstanc
es, I have never been there. 

Best idea: Taking on as a role of the 
government the management of in
centives for CEOs of companies who 
might have to be bailed out again. 

Worst idea: Putting rigid caps on 
CEO salaries as an attempt to 
control the worsening inequality of 
incomes. 

Gadget: Only BlackBerry. 



Vaclav Havel 
for four decades of speaking truth 

to power. 

FORMER PRESIDENT I 
CZECH REPUBLIC 

He is a prolific author, a leader of the Vel
vet Revolution that sparked democratic 
change in Eastern Europe and inspired 
nonviolent movements all over the world, 
Czechoslovakia's last president, and 
the Czech Republic's first. Havel could 
easily rest on his laurels as one of the 
20th century's towering figures, but the 
73-year-old remains fiercely engaged in 
political debates, domestic and foreign. 
Indeed, he has injected a rare note of 
caution into the world's enthusiasm 
for Obama, joining more than 20 other 
Eastern European heavyweights to urge 
the new U.S. president not to forget about 
the region's young democracies as he 
attempts to "reset" relations with Russia. 
More recently, he criticized Obama for not 
meeting with the Dalai Lama. "The ques
tion is if great and fateful compromises 
don't have their preludes, early begin
nings, fi rst undercurrents in such small 
[compromises]," Havel warned. 

Chris Anderson 
for bleeding-edge thinking on how the Internet's marketplace of ideas should work. 

EDITOR I WIRED MAGAZINE I BERKELEY, CALIF. 

Information wants to be free. The availability of free 
content online has already made the old news-business 
model-in which readers paid for information and 
advertisers paid for access to those readers~bsolete. 
So whafs next? In his new book, Free: The Future of a 
Radical Price, Anderson argues that, instead of fearing it, 
we need to revel in the freedom of Free. Anderson urges 
us to embrace a new world in which digital technology 
drives down the price of goods "made of ideas," but 
meanwhile affords new possibilities for things 
to sell and ways to sell them. His argu
ment builds on that of his 2006 book, 
The Long Tail, which explained 
how novel possibilities for selling 
a vast range of niche products 
opened up as the Internet and 
online retail slashed promotion 
and distribution costs to near zero. 
The future, Anderson believes, is 
selling "less of more." 

-Joseph Stlglhz 
for relentlessly questioning economic dogma. 

ECONOMIST I COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY I NEW YORK 

\Vhcn the bottom fell out of the U.S. economy in 
the winter of 2oo8, Stiglitz was standing over the 
wreckage proclaiming: I told you so. The Colum
bia University and former \Vorld Bank economist 
has long wanied that exce.ssive deregulation could 
spell doom for the U .S. economy. But through
out his career, he has been an equal-opportunity 

gadfly. Stiglitz won the 2001 l'\obel Prize in economics for show
ing how infmmation asymmenies can cause markets to fail. Best 
known for arguing that globalization works against poor coun
tJics, he more recently ha..c; joined the chorus calling for a ncvv 
reserve currency to replace the U.S. dollar. His iconoclasm has 
often placed Stiglitz on the outside looking in on the policymak
ing process. But with the financial c1isis calling into question 
core principles of the economic system, politicians from France's 
Nicolas Sarkozy to China's 1-Iu Jintao are tt1ming to Ameiica's 
most prominent economic dis..c;ident for anS\·vers. 
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• 
AamgSanSuuKyt 

for being a living symbol of 
hope in a dark place. 

ACTIVIST I NATIONAL LEAGUE FOR 
DEMOCRACY I BURMA 

Taking inspiration from Mohandas 
Gandhi and Buddhist principles 
of nonviolence, Aung San Suu 
Kyi built a mass movement in op
position to the Burmese junta and 
has spent 14 of the last 20 years 
under house arrest since winning 
a general election in 1989. In a 
famous 1990 speech, Aung San 
Suu Kyi argued that when •tear is 
an integral paC: of everyday exis
tence; political leaders inevitably 
give in to corruption, and called for 
a "revolution of the spirit' in Burma. 
Instead, she was thrown in prison 
and today is rarely able to commu· 
nicate with the outside world. Her 
sentence was extended this year 
after a bizarre incident in which an 
American man swam to her house 
to meet with her-violating the 
terms of her arrest. But in a major 
shift, Aung San Suu Kyi changed 
her stance on the international 
sanctions against Burma this year, 
offering to help the junta's leaders 
get the sanctions lifted. 
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Robert Wr1gbt 
for envisioning a kinder, gentler 

new "New Atheism." 
JOURNALIST I NEW AMERICA 

FOUNDATION I PRINCETON, N.J. 

God is becoming more angelic 
-more patient, tolerant, and 
compassionate. Just ask Wright, 
author of The Evolution of God, 
a dazzlingly well-researched new 
book that traces how social trans
formations are reflected in popular 
conceptions of the divine. His core 
argument is that as civilizations 
grow more prosperous, they also 
become more open-minded. 
Wright is often wrongly lumped 
with the so-called New Atheists, 
a group of provocateurs that 
includes Richard Dawkins (No. 18) 
and Christopher H~chens (No. 47) 
and has grabbed headlines in re
cent years for arguing that religion 
is inevitably and forever a force 
for ill. Wright, himself an agnostic, 
argues that the future will bring not 
a grand dash of civilizations, but 
a dynamic and relatively happy 
marriage between modernity 
and religion. As Wright explains, 
"People are capable of expanding 
tolerance and understanding in 
response to facts on the ground; 
and even mandates from heaven 
can change in response." 

Reading list: America's Prophet: 
Moses and the American Story, 
by Bruce Feiler; Superfusion, by 
Zachary Karabell. 

Wants to visit: China 

Best idea: A grand bargain between 
America and Iran that would entail 
Iran not getting the bomb, Iranian 
acquiescence in a resolution of 
the Palestinian conHict, American 
security guarantees for Iran, tua 
economic engagement, etc. 

Worst idea: Bombing Iran. 

Gadget: Facebook; iPhone for now, 
but ftirting with the Palm Pre. 



• 
BmorOstrum 

for showing us that the global 
commons isn't such a tragic 

place after all. 
POLITICAL SCIENTIST I INDIANA 

UNIVERSITY I BLOOMINGTON, IND. 

Ostrom has spent 
her career arguing 
that the phrase 
"tragedy of the 

commons" paints an unnecessarily 
gloomy picture. After studying 
examples ranging from irrigation 
systems in Nepal to deforestation in 
Bolivia, Ostrom concluded that 
individuals often manage common 
resources better than conventional 
economic models predict. Her semi
nal book, Governing the Commons, 
identified key "design principles· for 
successful collective use of 
resources, such as the creation of a 
monitoring system, agreed to by al 
participants, lhat indudes 
punishments for violations. 
Following these principles, she 
found, frequenUy yielded better 
resutts for the management of a 
resource than either privatization or 
government regulation. In 
recognition of her work, Ostrom 
won the 2009 Nobel Prize in 
economics, the first woman to do 
so. Now, policymakers are scouring 
her research for ideas on how to 
prevent the greatest potential 
tragedy of all--{;timate change. 

• 
for proving that a Nobel Prize win
ner can also be a prolific pundit 

and uneningly correct doomsayer 

ECONOMIST I COLUMNIST I 
PRINCETON UNIVERSITY I NEW 
YORK TIMES I PRINCETON, N.J. 

The pessimistic, acerbic, and 
undeniably brilliant Krugman is an 
economist with impeccable bona 
fides: a tenured professor at 

Princeton and the winner of the 
2008 Nobel Prize in economics for 
his work on economic geography. 
This year, his prominent job moon
lighting as writer of a twice-weekly 
column and a popular blog for the 
New York Times has made him an 
indispensable guide to the financial 
crisis. M()(e an unabashed partisan 
than a dispassionate academic, 
Krugman was an invaluable critic 
of rising income inequality during 
the Bush administration and over 
the past year has written original, 
provocative convnentary with 
no fealty to reigning economic, 
financial, or political dogma. Today 
he is Obama 's sharpest critic from 
the left- the strongest voice with 
the loudest btilhorn, advocating for 
more government spending and 
inveighing against the bank bailouts. 

KohAnnan 
for his ceaseless work to create 

Africa's Green Revolution . 

FORMER U.N. SECRETARY-GENERAL I 
ALLIANCE FOR A GREEN REVOLU· 

TION IN AFRICA I GHANA 

Two years after ending his tenm as 
what U.S. uber.<fiplornat Richard 
Holbrooke once dubbed "the best 
secretary-general in the history of 
the U.N.; Annan has a new mis
sion: turning Africa green. "Africa 
is the only region where overall 
food security and livelihoods are 
deteriorating," he declared in 2007, 
vowing to create ·an environmen
tally sustainable, uniquely African 

Green Revolution.• And though 
many a development project has 
tried to boost agriculture on the 
continent, this time the formula is 
different: Annan is promoting small 
family farms rather than tJying to 
mimic the industrialization of the 
West. That will mean a push for 
ag-friendly policies on a continent 
where corrupt leaders have typi
cally turned their attention to more 
lucrative resource wealth while 
starving a generation of African 
fanmers. As well as leading the 
Green Revolution, Annan has also 
served as mediator in the violent 
aftermath of Kenya's elections 
and been chair of the Mo Ibrahim 
Foundation's leadership prize 
committee. One would expect 
nothing less from a man once 
dubbed a "rock star of interna
tional relations." 

• Bemani-Helli Levy 
for offering a powerful critique 

of how Old Europe's left has 
failed. 

POLITICAL COMMENTATOR I FRANCE 

Levy, a philosopher par excel
lence, is simply France's top 
public intellectual, a raffish and 
very public provocateur. This year, 
BHL, as he's known, met wi th the 
usual kl ieg lights and controversy 
after issuing an impolitic apologia 
for fugitive director Roman Po
lanski, tweaking Barack Obama 
for being soft on the Palestinians, 
and telling European critics of the 
United States they have much 
to learn from across-the-pond 
successes. He also continues to 
engage in a serious examination 
of the unmooring of left-wing ide· 
als and obsolescence of left-wing 
parties in Europe. In 2008's Left 
in Dark Times, he argued that 
leftists (particularly in France) 
abandoned their egalitarian ideals 
for a toxic knee-jerk hatred of 
capitalism, the United States, 
Israel, and Jews- a hatred that's 
driven them blindly into enemy
of-my-enemy associations with 
unsavory figures like Saddam 
Hussein. It's a powerful, damning 
argument. 
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Anwar Ibrahim 
for challenging the Muslim world to embrace democracy. 

OPPOSITION LEADER I PEOPLE'S JUSTICE PARTY 1 MALAYSIA 

!wo decades ago, it would have been impossible to imagine Anwar pull
mg together rural Malays, ethnic Indians and Chinese and lslamists into 
~ coherent pol_itical bloc. Back then, Anwar was depu~ prime minister 
'"a ~e facto smgle-party state that espoused preferential treabnent for 
ethniC Malays. It was a policy that Anwar had pushed from his days as 
a ~outh ~e~der right up until1997, when he denounced his patron, then
Pnme MiniSter Mahathir Mohamad, for corruption. He would spend the 
ne~t.six years in solitary confinement on trumped-up charges for that 
polit•cal_betrayal. And he would leave jail in 2004with a bold message for 
~hange 1n ~ country now at the forefront of the struggle for democracy 
m th~ Muslim worl_~· Today, Anwar's political career is blossoming, 
desp1te a new, politically motivated indictment Abroad, he has become 
an outspoken advocate of religious tolerance. 

He sat down with foREIGtl Poucv to talk about his big ideas: 

On Muslim countries and the West: You cant JUSt erase a per od of 
rnpe•1alism and colon1al s•n. You ca~ t erase tne fault l1 nes, the bad polic1es. 
the fa1led poliCies. the wa' 1n l•aq. and support for d1ctato•s. That to rne IS t~e 
•eal ty. But what 1s the problem? When you apoort on the blame only to 
the West o· the Un1ted States. T~ey want to denect from the issue of repres
s, on. endem1c co·ruot1on. and desi'LJCtlon of t~e 1nst tut1ons of governance 

On his time in prison: I spent a lot of t rne read ng I dec1ded to focus 
on tne g·eat wo·ks a1d t~e class cs. F•1ends fro'l1 a·ou1d the world were 
send 19 books. out 1t takes montns for [the pr so1] to vet t1em. Tnere came 
a book 01 the Gree1 Revolut on at tnat t 'l1e. The off1ce• sa d. A1yth 19 
·evolutiOr1-out'- eve1 though t was a:Jout agr cultu-e. But t'le oooks keot 
corn 1g T~e off1ce•s we-e not eve1 g•aduates a1d [tne oooks] we·e 1 E1g
l sn. They would say. A1wa· out of 10 oooks. ca1 you send back one?" So I 
would select SO'l1etnng lnad al·eady ·ead o• SO'l1etnng I was 10t nte·ested 
n and say. '/le snould •e. ect th s · 

On politics: Of cou·se. you s mol fy the arguments !fo• ool1t1CS]. out tne 
cent·al tnes 1s re'l1a ns constant. People say. Anwar. you are opoortun1st1C. 
How can you talk a::>out Islam and tne Quran he•e. a1d t~en you talk about 
Snakesoea•e and quote Jefferson or Ed'l1und Burke?" I say. 1t depends on 
the aud ence. You can t talk about Edmund Bu·ke 1n some rernote v1llage 
n Afgha11stan. Tnen you go to Kuala Lurnpur and you quote TS. El 1ot. If I 
quote the Quran all the t1•ne to a grouo of lawyers. !they w1ll thmk]l am a 
rnu llan frorn so·newhere' 
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• 
for using the crisis in service 
of a good cause: helping the 

wor1d's poor. 

PRESIDENT, WORLD BANK I WASH· 
INGTON II MANAGING DIRECTOR 

INTERNATI ONAL MONETARY FUND 1 
WASHINGTON 

Zoellick (top) and 
• Strauss-Kahn have 

led the world's banks 

.....-- - - through what has 
surely been one of 
their most pivotal 

• illol-..1 years. Just months 
before the Wall 

Street crash, the two institutions 
were verging on irrelevance. But 
after the world plunged into 
recession, Strauss-Kahn 
positioned the IMF as the world's 
go-to lender of last resort and won 
the support of the G-20 summit. 
As the IMF was bailing out such 
countries as Latvia and Ukraine 
and getting flexible cred~ lines to 
the likes of Colombia and Mexico, 
Zoellick's more development
minded World Bank was warning 
that almost 100 mill ion people 
would be driven into poverty by the 
crisis. Though Zoellick is a free
trader and Strauss-Kahn a French 
socialist, both are on the same 
page when it comes to involving 
emerging marl<ets more intimately 
in the decision-making and direc
tion of the financial institutions. 
Together, they pushed for, and got, 
reform-not just within countries, 
but at the international level, where 
they created a broader role for 
developing countries, envisioning 
a post-crisis world that will be truly 
multipolar. 

ROBERT ZOELUCK 
Best ide~: Broadening global 
econom1c governance beyond 
theG-7. 

Worst idea: That the global 
economic crisis is over. It's far from 
over-especially in the developing 
world, where more than 90 million 
more people will be trapped in ex
treme poverty and tens of millions 
more people will be out of work. 

• 
JohnHollhn 

and Steven Chu 
for putting cutting-edge science 

back into power. 

WHITE HOUSE SCIENCE CZAR I 
WASHINGTON II ENERGY SECRETARY I 

PHYSICST I WASHINGTON 

George W. Bush wasn't known for 
his love of science. In the Obama 
age, however, the scientists are in 
charge. As energy secretary, Nobel 
Prize-winning physicist Chu has 
transformed his office into a bully 
pulpit, pushing for the creation of 
government incentives for private 
scientific research into alternative 
energy sources. In this way, he 
hopes to use the profit motive to 
encourage the development of the 
next generation of energy-saving 
technology, sparking what he calls 
a "new Industrial Revolution." 
Holdren, a nuclear physicist by 
training, directs the White House's 
Office of Science and Technol-
ogy Policy and shares his boss's 
passion for arms control. He has 
aggressively supported a reduction 
of the United States' nuclear stock
piles and has said the elimination 
of nudear weapons "is not only 
a practical but a legal and moral 
necessity." 

JOHN HOLDREN: Reading Ust: 
Innovation Nation, by John Kao 

A ~ife Decoded, by J. Craig Venter; 
SCience, Truth, and Democracy by 
Philip Kitcher ' 
Unscientific America, by Chris 
Mooney and Sheril Kirshenbaum 

Stirring It Up: How to Make Money 
and Save the World, by Gary 
Hirshberg 



• 
Nid10las Stem 

for figuring out the costs of 
climate change and the politics 

of a solution. 
CLIMATE ECONOMIST I LONDON 

SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS I BRITAIN 

Studious, bespectacled, and self
effacing, Stern is not exactly the 
climate-change movement's Bono. 
But perhaps this is precisely the 
point-the cold, hard logic of his 
groundbreaking 2006 "Stem Re
view on the Economics of Climate 
Change• dragged the issue out 
from the preserve of ecowarriors 
and into the global mainstream. In 
a government-sponsored study, 
Stern and his team concluded that 
decisive early action would cost 
humanity far less in the long run 
than allowing rising sea levels, 
dwindling freshwater supplies, and 
shrinking habitats to reduce global 
GDP a projected 20 percent. These 
days, Stern is focusing on how to 
build the international alliances 
needed to find workable ways 
forward. His new book, The Global 
Deal, adds an increasingly rare el
ement to the global climate debate: 
optimism. As he puts it, "Collective 
pessimism about our inability to act 
will deliver an inability to act.· 

DF 

Pa(j Collier 
for showing how the world's bad guys are keeping 

the bottom billion down. 
ECONOMIST I OXFORD UNIVERSITY I BRITAIN 

Comer knows what makes dictators tick. H e 
knows hm.v they manipulate elections, knock off 
opponents, and sign resource-e>.1Jloitation deals 
that bting revenues to their pockets rather than 
their people. And that's precisely why the auto
crats of the world should fear his 2009 book, Wm~ 
Guns, and Votes, which musters impressive data 
to show exactly how the emper
ors have no clothes, building on 
his remarkable 2007 book on the 
world's worst-off Bottom Billion. 
Elections as heralds of democracy? 
Nope, they often allow dictators· 
to buy just enough votes to stay 
in power. Aid can save the world? 

Wants to visit: 
Liberia 

Gadget: iPhone
because I need 
the GPS facility 
to save me when 
I'm lost. 

Not even close; it,vill take international inter
vention to provide security first. The world's 6o 
smaUest, most impoverished ex-colonial countries 
"will never tap their vast reservoir of husn·ated 
human potential unless the international com
munity, at least for a time, supplies basic public 
goods that go beyond the typical aid agenda." 

• 
Fnedlakn 

for defining the limits of 
American power and convening 

the smartest public 
conversation about it. 

EDITOR I NEWSWEEK INTERNA
TIONAL I NEW YORK 

Zakaria has emerged as perhaps 
the most public exponent of the 
view that the United States has 
entered a period of inexorable 
global decl ine. For many, the 
message of Zakaria's 2008 book, 
The Post-American World, rings 
more true than ever in the wake of 
the year's economic calamity. 
Zakaria argued that Americans 
must recognize that the 
emergence of new global powers 
China, India, and Russia will not 
necessarily knt(:l( America off its 
global pedestal. However, even if the 
United States remains the world's 
most powertul country, its leaders 
must fundamentally reimagine the 
country's international role. 'We 
know how to handle a recession," 
Zakaria says. "But how do we handle 
the rise of the rest?' Zakaria also 
hosts arguably the most influential 
weekly salon on U.S. strategy: his 
CNN show GPS, with such 
heavy-hitting guests as Gordon 
Brown (No. 7 4), Timothy Geithner, 
and Wen Jiabao in lively debate on 
everything from troop levels to 
international monetary policy. 

Reading list: Keynes: The Return 
of the Master, by Robert Skidelsky; 
Free, by Chris Anderson; Slaying 
On, by Paul Scott. 

Wants to visit: South Africa 

Best idea: Chris Anderson's Free, 
which is more thoughtful than the 
simple description of its pieces. 

Worst idea: So many! 

Gadget: Facebook and BlackBerry. 
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IDE A HOW-TO 
FORPUTTI G 
YOUR BIG THI K 
ON THE MAP BY~RLOSLoum 

the moment the article appeared I've been 
running away from it. ... I am now resigned to 
the fact that it will be very hard to do that." 

Just as Fukuyama remains forever linked 
to this one big idea, several other grand 
theories soon followed, with various thinkers 
peddling sweeping visions of what the world 
after the Cold War would-or should-be
come. And so Fukuyama's "End of History" 
was followed by Samuel Huntington's "Clash 
of Civilizations," Joseph Nye's "Soft Power," 
John Williamson's "Washington Consen
sus," and even Robert Kagan's "Americans 
Are from Mars, Europeans Are from Venus" 
before arriving, perhaps inevitably, at Fareed 
Zakaria's "Post-American World." 

Each in its own way has come to define 
the geopolitics of the past two decades, 
serving as shorthand for everything from 
the rise of American neoconservatives 
to the ebb and flow and ebb again of 
American global power. And though few 
readers may have slogged all the way 
through most of these treatises, each one 

hina was cracking down in Tianan
men Square and the Berlin \\TaiJ 
still had a few months left to stand 
when 36-year-old Francis Fukuyama 
published a \vonky essay in the sum
mer of 1989 proclaiming the triumph 

of democracy and free markets. "I thought it 
would be read by a tew friends," Fukuyama 
recalled. "People who were interested in politi
cal theory and international relations- a pretty 
narrow group." 

It's hard to blame him. The 10,000-word tract in the National interest 
ruminated about a "universal homogenous state" that existed only in "the 
realm of human consciousness." Even today, it's hard to get through the 
whole thing. 

But Fukuyama also put forth an idea that, two decades later, won't go 
away: "What we may be witnessing is not just the end of the Cold War, or 
the passing of a particular period of postwar history, but the end of his· 
tory as such: that is, the end point of mankind's ideological evolution." 

Once you declare the end of history, well, the rest is history. Fukuyama's 
essay became a manifesto for the post-Cold War world, going viral even in 
that benighted pre-Web age. Yet, almost as quickly as the idea gained fame, 
it lost credibility. To this day, whenever something big and bad happens
the Asian financial crisis of the 1990s, the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, the past 
year's Great Recession-Fukuyama is dragged out for ritual flogging. He'll 
never escape the end of history. We won't let him. 

"I'm afraid that is going to be my fate," Fukuyama told me. "From 

Carlos Lozada is editor of the Washington Post's Outlook section. 
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has earned widespread name recognition 
today. (Being right, as Fukuyama showed, is certainly no prerequisite 
for success in the marketplace for big ideas.) 

So how did they do it? For all their differences, these six big ideas 
follow a basic set of rules that have helped them outlast their rivals 
in the battle for big-think bragging rights. How well does the world 
remember Naomi Klein's No Logo or G. John Ikenberry's "Myth of Post
Cold War Chaos" today? Then again, talk to the authors and you realize 
pretty quickly that none of these ideas was preordained for stardom; 
rather than declaring history's end, they could just have easily ended 
on history's trash heap. 

Herewith, their playbook. 

Make k Catchy 
Robert Kagan did not intend to launch a passionate debate over what it means to 
be European versus American in the 21st century. Nor, he says, did he mean to 
insult Europe's collective manhood. 

But he did, and you can pretty much blame his wife. 
Kagan found himself living in Brussels when his spouse, a U.S. diplomat, 

took a NATO post there. Washington was still supposedly basking in post-9/11 
support, but living among the natives, Kagan heard what European thinkers really 





thought of Washington, and it wasn't pretty. 'When 
the Americans were not in the room," he told me, "it 
was a different conversation: 

Some 11,000 words later came Kagan's "Power 
and Weakness," published in Policy Review in 
2002. He argued that the force-wielding United 
States and peace~oving Europe had grown 
estranged, no longer agreeing on key strategic 
matters or even on the nature of global threats. 
The irony, to Kagan, was that Europe could enjoy 
its peaceful paradise only because America 
guarded it. "The United States, with all its vast 
power, remains stuck in history, left to deal with 
the Saddams and the ayatollahs, the Kim Jong 
lis and the Jiang Zemins," he wrote, "leaving the 
happy benefits to others." 

Kagan's essay sparked fierce debate, but it 
likely never would have exploded without a memo
rable line from its opening paragraph: "On major 
strategic and international questions today," he 
wrote, "Americans are from Mars and Europeans 
are from Venus." 

The play off the best-seller, Men Are from 
Mars, Women Are from Venus, seemed to 
contrast brawny Americans with Euro gir1y-men, 
and it made Kagan a star. "The Mars-Venus line 
was not one I was most proud of," Kagan said, 
but he understood its power. "To come back and 
sell the book, to get on TV shows, the line was all 
you needed." 

Yet the line almost never was. He'd written 
the essay without it, but his wife told him that he 
needed something grabby to persuade readers 
to endure such a lengthy article. Had he meant 
to suggest Europe was a bastion of effeminate 
metrosexuals? "That was a total mistake," 
Kagan claimed when we talked. "I feel like an 
idiot.. .. I was not thinking about men versus 
women. I was thinking about people talking past 
each other.' 

No matter. The line stuck, proving that the 
unforgettable catchphrase is a key element of a 
winning foreign-policy idea. It needn't even be 
entirely original to be effective. Fukuyama, for one, 
doesn't claim "The End of History• as his own. It 
was "not a very novel idea," he told me. "It was 
derivative from Hegel, and anyone who had read 
him understood that.' (Of course, if Fukuyama had 
called his essay "Hegel Revisited: The Recurring 
Ascent of Market Liberalism," we wouldn't be 
discussing it today.) 

Huntington's famed 1993 Foreign Affairs essay 
"The Clash of Civilizations?" didn't have all that 
original a line, either. As Huntington noted in the 
piece, historian Bernard Lewis had used the "dash" 
phrase in The Atlantic three years earlier. The tiUe of 
that piece? ·The Roots of Muslim Rage." 

Then again, Polish historian Leszek Kolakowski 
was railing against Soviet totalitarianism and warn
ing of a "clash of civilizations" in the mid-1980s. 
But history has given the line to Huntington. 

When it came to civilizations, the third clash 
was the charm. 
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Everybody Loves a Cl1tlc 
As a group these authors can be unsparing in their 
criticism of each other; intellectual combat does 
wonders for buzz and book sales. 

When Fukuyama's ''The End of History?" came 
out, Huntington was quick to respond with a broad
side a bout the "errors of endism." When he published 
"The Clash of Civilizations?" four years later, the two 
pieces became forever paired as dueling visions of 
the coming world order. 

Kagan, in his 2008 book The Return of History 
and the End of Dreams, criticized the undue optimism 
that followed the end of the Cold War, as embodied 
in the "End of History" argument. In our interview, Ka
gan took shots at other would-be big ideas. Zakaria's 
The Post-American World and Thomas Friedman's 
The World Is Flat are simply "a businessman's 
perspective; Kagan told me. "They see the world as 
a series of hedge fund opportunities." 

Za karia, for his part, told me he viewed Kagan's 
Mars~Venus argument as "spirited and elegantly 
written," but said that "by the end of the book it 
seems he is disagreeing with himself." Meanwhile, 
Fukuyama dismissed Kagan's latest book as intel
lectually "incoherent.' 

It's like Foreign Affairs meets Mean Girls. 
Then again, enemies aren't necessarily a 

problem; few might ever have heard of John 
Williamson's Washington Consensus if not for the 
opposition it generated. 

In late 1989 the British economist authored an 
obscure paper- 'What Washington Means by Policy 
Refonm"-for a Washington conference on economic 
development in Latin America. In dry prose never 
intended for a mass audience, Williamson laid out 10 
economic policies "about whose proper deployment 
Washington can muster a reasonable degree of 
consensus.' He asked conference participants to 
comment "on the extent to which the Washington 
consensus is shared." 

The policies he outlined for developing countries 
induded fiscal discipline, fewer subsidies, tax reform, 
free trade, privatization, market interest rates, 
deregulation, and openness to foreign investment. 
To Williamson, they seemed uncontroversial. But the 
'Washington Consensus· quickly became shorthand 
for the dictates that the International Monetary 
Fund imposed on poor countries, for globalization 
and untrammeled capitalism. Williamson went 
from Washington wonk to worldwide 'Nflipping boy, 
pummeled by anti-globalization protesters and Third 
World politicians. British Prime Minister Gordon 
Brown was still attacking the concept at this spring's 
G-20 summit in London, declaring the "old Washing
ton Consensus is over." 

Yet, it is precisely the relenUess critics, many of 
'Nflom exaggerate the Washington Consensus's 
scope, who have kept the controversy alive. For a 
true blockbuster idea, it's indispensable to have a 
reliable nemesis, the more high-profile the better. 

When asked to name the "worst distorter" of 
the Washington Consensus, Williamson pointed to 
Columbia University economist and Nobel laureate 
Joseph Stiglitz, who attacked the Washington 
Consensus as "market fundamentalism" in his 2002 
best-seller Globalization and Its Discontents. ·Joe is 
guilty there," Williamson said. "I'm a good friend of 
Joe, but he says anyone 'Nflo believes the Washing
ton Consensus must think all markets are perfect. 
And that's nonsense." 

Yet the authors can also internalize the critics. 
Williamson told me that Harvard University economist 
Dani Rodrik, a frequent Consensus-basher, had made 
him realize there are times when a conservative fiscal 
policy doesn't make sense. When I reminded him 
that he'd made the same point himself in the original 
paper, Williamson seemed surprised. "Really?" he 
replied. "Guess I haven't read it in a while. 

No one could accuse Joseph Nye of not revisiting 
his own writing often enough. The Harvard political 
scientist is best known for "soft power; a notion he 
unveiled in FOREIGN PO!.ICY in 1990 and one he has 
since refined endlessly in essays, speeches, and 
books. Even Nye's 2004 novel, The Power Game, 
features a State Department official who faces 
moral dilemmas, sleeps around, and calls for soft 
power-type strategies. 

Soft power, as Nye defined it initially, involves 
one country's ability to get other countries to want 
'Nflat it wants, in contrast to ordering or forcing oth
ers to do what it wants. The tools of soft power, he 
explained, include a country's culture, ideology, and 
institutions. As with the other big ideas, Nye doesn't 
claim he's the first to imagine it. "There is nothing 
new about the power of seduction,' he told me. 
"Philosophers have known this forever, bull found a 
way to encapsulate it." 

Seductive or not, soft power "took off slowly," 
Nye recalls. At first, the timing wasn't right. The 
end of the Cold War already seemed to signal the 
triumph of American ideology; soft power may have 
seemed redundant. The world wanted to know what 
came next, so arguments like "Clash of Civiliza
tions" and "End of History" won more attention. 

Indeed, to attain rapid blockbuster status, the 
right moment is critical. "The eX1ent to which some
thing has an impact," Huntington told an interviewer 



in 2006, "depends overwhelmingly on timing .... If 
you set it forth five years too early, or five years too 
late, nobody pays attention." 

For Nye, ~ took more than a decade-and a 
major U.S. foreign-policy blunder. The Iraq war, 
launched in 2003, was largely a hard-power, 
shock-and-awe U.S. show. Then-Defense Secretary 
Donald Rumsfeld even publicly admitted his igno
rance of soft power: "I don't know what it means," 
he said in the early months of the war. But as Iraq 
descended into chaos and Rumsfeld was sent 
packing, the limits of hard power became clear. In a 
2007 speech, Rumsfeld's successor, Robert Gates, 
decried the "gutting" of U.S. soft power, and in his 
2008 National Defense Strategy, Gates invoked soft 
power fiVe times. 

So, very belatedly, soft power had finally arrived, 
officially enshrined in U.S. military strategy, and 
a recent survey of more than 2, 700 international 
relations scholars rated Nye as the scholar with the 
most influence on U.S. foreign policy over the past 
two decades. 

Fukuyama is still hopeful a similar twist oould 
vindicate his end of history, telling an audience in 
2007 that it would take another two decades to see 
if he was right. 

When I asked Fukuyama why we needed to wait 
that long, he cited China. "I believe there will be pres
sure in China to open up their political system as they 
get richer," he said, "but it has not happened yet.' 

After all, he reminded me, "There was always 
that question mark at the end of the title." 

USA! USA! 
As the Cold War came to a close, old notions of 
American exceptionalism and Pax Americana 
made a comeback- and no surprise, this "America 
firsr attitude permeates the big ideas of the past 
two decades. 

Early in his "Soft Power" essay, for instance, Nye 
criticized arguments that America was in decline. In 
our interview, he even cited Paul Kennedy's 1987 
The Rise and Fall of the Great Powers as counterin
spiration, "but Paul got all the royalties,' he quipped. 
Williamson's 'Washington Consensus" was by 
definition an effort to share America's wisdom with 
the world. And in Kagan's view, a united Europe 
also resulted in part from farsighted U.S. policy. 

At first glance, Zakaria's latest book seemed to 
take the opposite approach. Published in 2008, just 
as the global financial crisis was making American
style capitalism seem vulnerable, Zakaria's The 
Post-American World looked particularly prescient. 

Although the United States remains the world's 

dominant political and military force, Zakaria wrote, 
"in every other dimension-industrial, financial, edu
cational, social, cultural- the distribution of power 
is shifting, moving away from American dominance.• 

Subsequent events appeared to confirm his 
views. Although Zakaria largely missed the ooming 
global financial turmoil (proclaiming, in fact, that 
"global growth is the big story of our times"), the 
emergence of the G-20 to tackle the crisis is a dear 
instance of Washington sharing power with China, 
India, and others. 

The irony, though, is that the notion of the 
post-American world is a bit of a misnomer because 
the world Zakaria describes is in fact a creation of 
Washington. "For sixty years, American politicians 
and diplomats have traveled around the world 
pushing oountries to open their markets, free up 
their pol~ics, and embrace trade and technology," 
Zakaria wrote. "And it worked: the natives have 
gotten good at capitalism." 

If so, then what separates a post-American world 

from a most American one? Zakaria himself still 
bets on the United States to lead. "I am optimistic 
about America and American power," he told me. "If 
I had anyone's cards to play in this world, I would 
pick the United States': 

Zakaria makes the argument with a sort of 
big-think medley. Like Fukuyama, he thinks that 
the Soviet oollapse left but a single path forward. 
"Suddenly, there was only one basic approach 
to organizing a oountry's economy," he wrote. 
(Washington Consensus, anyone?) And though 
Zakaria rejects the premise of "The Clash of 
Civilizations?' his rise-of-the-rest predictions 
offer a benign version of Huntington's "West 
versus the rest" warning. Finally, his belief that 
America should beoome a global chairman of 
the board- setting agendas and mobilizing coali
tions- smacks of soft power. ''Washington needs 
to understand that generating international public 
support for its view of the world is a core element 
of power,' Zakaria wrote. Nye would be proud. 

Secood Thoughts 
For all their apparently definitive pronouncements, many of the authors seem to fear that they might be wrong 
after all. So they hedge their arguments, ooncluding their landmark works with odd oontradictions. 

In the last and strangest paragraph of his essay, Fukuyama speculated that the end of history would be 
a sad time, devoid of art or philosophy. "Perhaps this very prospect of centuries of boredom at the end of 
history will serve to get history started once again," he concluded. 

In the final passages of "The Clash of Civilizations?' Huntington called for common ground and deeper 
cross-cultural understanding-the only hopeful notes in an essay that makes a persuasive case to the oon
trary. At the oondusion of his piece, Kagan acknowledged that the United States and Europe share similar 
aspirations and that "a little oommon understanding could still go a long way." And throughout his paper, Wil
liamson emphasized his differences with the very consensus he identified. "Is the Washington Consensus, 
or my interpretation of it, missing something?" he asked. 

So, maybe history never ends; maybe civilizations don't have to clash; maybe post-America fails to 
arrive; maybe the United States and Europe work it all out; and maybe Washington never really agrees on 
anything! But such caveats have done little to change how we regard these ideas, notions so powerful they 
still mark the intellectual tides since the end of the Cold War. 

The George H. W. Bush and Bill Clinton years can be thought of as the End of History/Washington 
Consensus era, with visions of benign world orders and free markets dominating foreign policy. George W. 
Bush's administration had more of a Clash of Civilizations/Mars-Venus flavor after 9/11, forged by wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan, not to mention Rumsfeld's barbs against "old Europe." And the current administration 
seems more of a Soft Power/Post-American World crew. (A Nobel Peace Prize certainly suggests some soft 
power, and Barack Obama was caught toting around Zakaria's book during the campaign.) 

Despite such influence, several of these writers-like Fukuyama still trying to outrun "The End of His
tory?' -profess serious seoond thoughts. Zakaria speaks wistfully of his prior book The Future of Freedom, ·a 
more serious book, to be honest," than the best-selling The Post-American World. Williamson jokes that the 
Washington Consensus is his i lleg~imate child and adm~ he's not sure it accomplished what he had hoped. 
"The plus is that, of oourse, it's made me famous," he said. "The minus is that I'm not sure the phrase really 
was oonducive to promoting reform, which was the object of the exercise." 

Or, as Kagan put it about the Mars-Venus essay: "I was arguing contrary to desire. I wanted Europe 
back in the power game. Part of me is always hoping to be wrong." 1111 

D EC EMBER 2009 61 



• 
George Soros 

for showing us that billionaires 
can be thinkers, too. 

PHILANTHROPIST AND INVESTOR I 
OPEN SOCIEiY INSTITUTE I 

NEW YORK 

---~• Over the course of 
40 years, Budapest 
native George Soros 
built a multibillion

dollar fortune speculating on global 
currency markets. A philosophy 
and politics aficionado, Soros has 
used his wealth to bankroll 
democratic revolutions in Central 
and Eastern Europe and promote 
institutional reforms around the 
world. Lately, though, Soros has 
committed himself not just to 
earning capital and giving it away, 
but to reforming capitalism from 
the inside out. To this end, he has 
launched a think tank to foster 
fresh research, the Institute for 
New Economic Thinking, saying 
that "the entire edifice of global 
financial markets has been 
erected on the false premise that 
markets can be left to their own 
devices. We must find a new 
paradigm." Most recently, Soros 
has started pumping hundreds of 
millions of dollars into green 
technology, a sure sign of a 
financial opportunity-or another 
bubble-on the horizon. 

Jeffrey D. Sachs 
for being the global poor's most 
persistent advocate among the 

global elite. 

ECONOMIST I COLUMBIA 
UNIVERSITY I NEW YORK 

As with his colleague and some
time rival William Easterly (tied at 
No. 39), the financial crisis had 
Sachs even more worried about 
the poor than usual. He had just 
spent the last decade trying to 
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convince rich countries to devote a 
solid chunk of their GDP to bringing 
about The End of Poverty, as one 
of his recent book titles proclaims. 
As special advisor to then-U.N. 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan 
(No. 30), Sachs was instrumen-
tal in drafting the Millennium 
Development Goals, the eight 
broad poverty-reduction targets 
the United Nations declared in 
2000. In the years since, he has 
led the U.N. Millennium Project to 
develop model "villages' across 
Africa where all eight areas are 
addressed in tandlem. Will the 
downturn derail his work? In 2009, 
Sachs fought to keep global lead
ers honest even in the face of fis
cal hardship. After this April's G-20 
summit he wrote, "The poorest 
countries, by and large, were not 
in the room. As usual, their plight 
came far behind the immediate 
concerns of the high-income and 
middle-income countries." 

• 
Wllmn Easterty 

for raising inconvenient truths 
about the foreign-aid business. 

ECONOMIST I NEW YORK UNIVERSITY I 
NEW YORK 

After a half-century of what East
erly sees as a fa iled experiment 
in international aid, the world risks 
losing all the hard-won progress 
it has made in the turmoil of the 
financial crisis. But not if this 
outspoken economist and cranky 
aid skeptic has anything to do with 
it. After finishing a 16-year stint 
at the World Bank, Easterly has 
made it his life's work to puncture 
holes in what he calls the "ideology 

Esther Duflo 
for adding quantitative rigor to assessments of foreign aid. 

ECONOMIST I MIT I CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 

If there's any hope of adjudicating the Sachs
Easterly contretemps, the 36-year-Dld Dufto 
- who has stayed neutral-might be able to 
provide it. Unlike traditional economists who 
test new aid products under laboratory condi-
Reading list: The tions, Duflo, who just won a 
Emperor. by MacArthur "genius" grant and 
Ryszard Kapuscinski; has been hailed as "the new face 
The Biographer's 
Tale, by A.s. Byatl; of French intellecnmlism," testq 
In Xanadu, by Wil- products in the field, with all the 
liam Dalrymple. 1. .J .J inte1 erence ano compounoing 
Wants to visit: Brazil S data points that go with it. he 
Gadget: Neither } .J l h -1 I 
Facebook norTwjt- las mmeo 1er met OCIS On t 1e 
ter. BlackBerry. questions of whether it's best 

to give away or sell mosquito 
nets, \Vhether grandfathers or grandmothers are 
more likely to spend on the health of their fami
lies, and what incentives work tor vaccination. 
As co-founder of M IT's Poverty Action Lab, 
Duflo is imrx>sing new rigor on everything from 
\vomen's emp0\vem1ent to computer-assisted 
learning: "[VV]e are trying to raise expectations 
but make them real." 

of development." His voluminous 
commentary-including his explo
sive 2006 book The White Man's 
Burden, a seemingly endless spat 
with nemesis Jeffrey Sachs, and 
now a blog and prolific Twitter 
feed-is necessary reading for 
those who care about the world's 
belated and frequently disastrous 
efforts to help its most benighted 
citizens. 



Jared Diamond 
for helping us understand how 
societies not only grow, but die. 

GEOGRAPHER I UCLA I 
LOS ANGELES 

Diamond writes about destruction. 
But if his most famous book, Guns, 
Germs, and Steel, was about how 
Western civilizations destroyed 
their competition, his most recent 
book, Collapse, traces how societ
ies, such as Greenland's Vikings, 
destroy themselves by squandering 
their natural resources. Climate 
change may be a new ooncem, 
but the need to live sustainably is 
an old one, Collapse shows. More 
recently, Diamond has turned his 
attention to modern predicaments, 
urging less consumption and popu
lation restraint. The Earth today 
has more than enough resources 
to sustain its current population, 
Diamond thinks, but we must use 
them more intelligently than our 
ancestors did, lest we go the way of 
the Vikings. 

Reading list: Cotomba, by Dacia 
Maraini; The Divine Comedy, 
Dante; New Guinea: What I Did 
and What I Saw, Luigi D'Aibertis. 

Wants to visit: Uzbekistan 

Best idea: Triple the price of gaso
line in the United States. 

Worst idea: Fertilizing the ocean, 
or injecting gases or particles into 
the atmosphere to combat climate 
change. 

• Richard Posner 
for his wide-ranging intellectual 

contributions. 
JUDGE I UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO I 

CHICAGO 

Posner is oonsidered one of the 
United States' best legal minds, us· 
ing free market eoonomics to guide 
his judicial decisions and academic 

papers, sometimes in unorthodox 
directions: The contrarian jwist, 
who turned 70 in 2009, wants to 
legalize marijuana and has agreed 
with the idea that infants should 
be bought and sold rather than 
adopted. Still, Posner's intellectual 
daring and range make him a rare 
and essential public figure. He 
co-authors a popular blog with 
NobeU laureate Gary Becker and 
chums out nearly a book per year. 
In 2009 he produced A Failure of 
Capitalism, a bracing examination 
of the economic crisis that assigns 
blame to former President George 
W. Bush and ex-Federal Reserve 
Chairman Alan Greenspan and ar
gues that regulatory failure allowed 
the crisis to happen. 

David Kilcullen 
for writing the book on how 
America fights small wars. 

COUNTERINSURGENCY EXPERT I 
WASHINGTON 

A gregarious former lieutenant 
colonel in the Australian army, 
Kilcullen had an epiphany as a 
Ph.D. student in political anthropol· 
ogy. At root, guerrilla movements 
were motivated not by radical 
ideals, but by mundane, everyday 
drives; defeating them requires 
protecting the population and 
developing an in-depth knowledge 
of local social networks. In 2007, as 
the Iraqi insurgency was reaching 
its height, Gen. David Petraeus 
(No. 8) brought him on as a senior 
advisor, and many credit Kilcul
len's ideas with saving countless 
lives. Now, the Aussie has begun 
applying his out-of-the-box thinking 
to Afghanistan, starting with his 
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book The Accidental Guerrilla. "If 
I were a Muslim," Kilcullen told 
the New Yorker, "I'd probably be 
a jihadist. ... The thing that drives 
these guys-a sense of adventure, 
wanting to be part of the moment, 
wanting to be in the big movement 
of history that's happening now
that's the same thing that drives 
me, you know?" 

Reading list: Dead Aid, by Dambisa 
Moyo; Talking to Terrorists, by 
John Bew et al.; The Bottom Bil· 
lion, by Paul Collier. 

Wants to visit: Russia 

Best idea: "03b," Greg Wyler's 
groundbreaking enterprise to cre
ate a space-based Internet access 
system that will connect the "other 
3 billion" people in the world's 
poorest and most fragile states. 

Worst idea: The notion that the 
West can afford to fail in Afghani
stan and still have a chance of 
preventing the collapse and terror
ist takeover of Pakistan. 

Gadget: Facebook and iPhone. 

• 
AbOOicarim Soroush 

for pitting his theological might 
against Iran's lslamist regime. 

RELIGIOUS PHILOSOPHER I INSTITUTE 
FOR EPISTEMOLOGICAL 

RESEARCH I IRAN 

A one-time philosopher at Tehran 
University, Soroush has perhaps 
done more than any other thinker 
to reconcile Islam with democracy. 
Drawing on ideas that range from 
the Quran to Karl Popper, Soroush 
argues that no individual can ever 
have an infallible understanding 
of God's law. Therefore, people 
should work to advance God's 
aims, which must be based on the 
betterment of humankind. This phi· 
losophy is a direct challenge to the 
Islamic Republic, which bases its 
legitimacy on the God-given right 
of its preferred Islamic scholars to 
rule. This year, Soroush sharpened 
his attacks on Iran's religious 
establishment in a blistering open 
letter to the supreme leader tiUed 
"Religious Tyranny Is Collapsing: 
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Rejoice!" As resentment over 
the stolen election still simmers, 
Soroush's ideas offer Iran a way 
forward that estab<lishes an Islamic 
foundation for a true, representa
tive democracy. 

Reading list: The Theological As· 
pect of Reform Judaism, by Max L. 
Margolis; Zen in the Art of Archery, 
by Eugen Herrigel. 

Wants to visit: Egypt 

Best idea, worst idea: Just (as in fair) 
liberty, not just (as in only) liberty. 

Gadget: None. I'm a li!Ue bit old· 
fashioned. 

Muhanmad Yunus 
for proving that the poor are 

profitable. 

ECONOMIST I GRAMEEN BANK I 
BANGLADESH 

Yunus might be the only banker to 
escape the financial crisis not just 
unscathed, but noticeably buoyant. 
A quarter-century after founding the 
world's first microlender to the poor, 
Yunus's Grameen Bank looks the 
very model of modem cap~alism. 

The poor, Yunus has found, pay 
back their debts at least as well as 
their better-off peers, so much so 
that Grameen Bank now turns a 
profit. Yunus, whose work on 
microcredit earned him a Nobel 
Peace Prize and a U.S. Presidential 
Medal of Freedom, among other 
honors, has been an outspoken 
advocate of financial refonn 
this year, calling for the global 
democratization of credit. "The real 
issue• is not charity, he writes in 
his autobiography. It's "giving every 
human being a fair chance." 

Clristopher Hitchens 
for puncturing the received 
wisdom at every opportunity. 

COLUMNIST I VANITY FAIR, SLATE I 
WASHINGTON 

It is hard to recall a 
major political or 
cultural debate of the 
past few decades in 

which Hitchens has not taken a 
side- and not just taken it, but run 
with it, and kept on running. The 
prolific ''ex-Trotskyist popinjay," in 
the words of one of his detractors, 
has called for Henry Kissinger to 
be prosecuted for war crimes, 
famously railed against Mother 

Teresa, and lampooned the left for 
its quiescent response to the 
fatwa against Salman Rushdie. 
His latest book, God Is Not Great: 
How Religion Poisons Everything, 
makes the case that religion is 
basically evil. Today, as many 
pundits have retreated from their 
support of the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, Hitchens remains a 
die-hard proponent: "A rumor from 
Guantanamo will convulse 
Peshawar, the Muslim press 
preaches that the Jews brought 
down the Twin Towers, and a 
single citation in a British honors 
list will cause the Iranian state-run 
press to repeat its claim that the 
British government ... paid 
Salman Rushdie to write The 
Satantic Verses to begin with," he 
wrote recently in Slate. "Exactly 
how is such a mentality to be 
placated?' 

Ayaan Hlrsl All 
for her provocative critique of Islam, the religion of her youth. 

AUTHOR I AMERICAN ENTERPRISE INSTITUTE I WASHINGTON 

Call her the Muslim Nietzsche. Since renounc
ing her religious roots in 2002, Hirsi Ali has 
b<ecome one of the world's most outspoken 
critics of Islam. Born in Somalia and raised in 
Saudi Arabia, Ethiopia, and Kenya, Hirsi Ali fled 
to the Netherlands in 1992 and was later elected 
a member of the Dutch parliament. Her 2007 
autobiography, Infidel, sealed her reputation 
as a provocateur. Now a fellow at the American 
Enterprise Institute and a U.S. resident, her 
challenge to Islam is stark: End the repres-
sion of women, stop honor killings and forced 
marriages, and open up to cultural reform. To 
that end, Hirsi Ali is focusing her energies on 
Obama, whom she hopes will "speak truth to 
Islam because others can't." 

Reading list: The Broth
ers Karamazov, by 
Fyodor Dostoyevsky; 
War and Peace, by 
Leo Tolstoy; Who Are 
We? The Challenges 
to America's National 
Identity, by Samuel P. 
Huntington. 

Wants to visit: Iran, to 
ask Ahmadinejad what 
is going on in his head. 

Gadget: Neither 
Facebook nor Twitter. 
Definitely BlackBerry. 



Tariq Ramadan 
for dedicating his life to proving 
that Europe and Islam are not 

incompatible. 

RELIGIOUS SCHOLAR I 
SWITZERLAND 

For his entire life, this grandson 
of Muslim Brotherhood founder 
Hassan ai·Banna has been called 
a walking contradiction: an Islamic 
intellectual who espouses democ· 
racy but believes religious law is 
universal, who detests Zionism 
but also denounces anti-Semitism, 
and who supports Palestinian 
resistance but criticizes terrorism. 
For just as long, Ramadan has 
been out to prove that his wor1dview 
makes perfect sense. Ramadan 
wants to articulate an Islam that is 
compatible with the liberal de moe· 
racies of Europe (where he grew up 
and now lives), one that advocates 
an end to victimhood and engages 
with the world's political reality. Not 
surprisingly, Ramadan has often run 
into controversy- and frequently 
has relished ~. No wonder his latest 
book, What I Believe, "is a work 
of clarification," as he writes. It is 
meant to spell out the "basic ideas I 
have been defending for more than 
twenty years.· 

Reading list: The Sum of All Her· 
esies, by Fredrick Quinn; Angels in 
My Hair, by Lorna Byrne; Contem· 
porary Chinese Philosophy. 

Wants to visit: Egypt, from which 1 
am banned. 

Best idea: Put an end worldwide to 
nuclear weapons. 

Worst idea: Promote an "ethical 
capitalism." 

Gadget: Facebook, BlackBerry and 
iPhone. ' 

• 
Nicholas Chrlstakls 

for explaining why it's our 
friends who define us. 

MEDICAL SOCIOLOGIST I HARVARD 
UNIVERSITY I CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 

It's not only germs that can be 
contagious. Christakis, who has 
both a medical degree and a 
Ph.D. in sociology, has studied 
how individuals' social networks 
influence whether they are happy 
or sad-and even skinny or fat. In 
their 2009 book Connected, Chris· 
takis and co-author James Fowter 
expanded the known instances of 
·network contagion" by identifying 
examples in everything from back 
pain to political beliefs. The idea 
that having fat friends could be 
contagious made headlines for 
Christakis, but his longer-lasting 
impact will come when his revolu· 
tionary understanding about social 
networks starts being applied to 
real-world crises. 

Reading list: Not by Genes Alone. 
by Peter R1c~ersCY1 and Robert Boyd: 
The Mystery of Economic Growth. 
by Elha~an Helpman; Stumbling on 
Happiness. by Dan·el Gibert. 

Wants to visit: New Zealand, 
Australia. and Peru. 

Most interesting idea: That human 
cultu re and act1v111es may De 
chang ng ou' ge1es. 

Worst idea: That the Umted 
States needs to 1ncrease •Is troop 
Sl'ength 1n Afghanistan. 

Gadget: Facebook and 1Pnone. 

• 
Allned Rashid 

for his prophetic writing about 
the global perils of South Asia. 

JOURNALIST I PAKISTAN 

Rashid knows the people and 
conflicts of Afghanistan and 
Pakistan better than perhaps any 
living journalist. He should: After 
graduating from Cambridge Uni· 
versity in the late 1960s, he spent 
the next decade as a leftist guer
rilla fighter in the hills of Pakistan's 
western province of Baluchistan. 
No longer a participant in the 
region's struggles, he continues to 
cover events as a writer, publish· 
ing a number of works that have 
become required reading. Rashid's 
most recent book, last year's De· 
scent into Chaos, accuses George 
W. Bush's administration of 
"arrogance and ignorance" for ne· 
glecting to provide the necessary 
troops and development funds to 
rebuild Afghanistan following the 
2001 U.S. invasion, but also offers 
a damning portrait of his old friend, 
Afghan President Hamid Karzai. 
He advocates ·a Western-led 
Marshall Plan" to revitalize the 
region's economy and undercut 
al Qaeda's ideological appeal- in 
short, a nation-building effort 
whose success could be measured 
in GOP growth and the expansion 
of political freedoms, rather than 
bombing runs and body counts. 

• 
Helene Gayle 

for putting HIV/AIDS in its 
big-picture context. 

PHYSICIAN I CARE I PRESIDENTIAL 
ADVISORY COUNCIL ON 

HIV{AIDS I WASHINGTON 

Gayle has spent her career at the 
forefront of public heaHh, from the 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention to the Bill and 

Melinda Gates Foundation and 
CARE to, this year, the chairmanship 
of the U.S. Presidential Advisory 
Council on HIV!AIDS. Gayle brings 
to her work a strong sense of 
how health is intertwined with the 
rest of society. At CARE, Gayle 
has focused the organization on 
broader categories of development, 
like microfinance, while advocat· 
ing for smarter U.S. policies on 
foreign aid. She has pushed for 
contraception as a powerful way 
for women to take control not just 
of their reproductive lives, but also 
their economic well-being. "I've 
seen how poverty has a woman's 
face," she writes. "I've seen it in 
the faces of her children, like a 
tom hand·me-<lown passed from 
generation to generation when the 
cycle isn't stopped.' 

Reading list: Half the Sky, by 
Nicholas Kristof and Sheryl 
WuDunn; The Global Deal, by 
Nicholas Stem; The Challenge for 
Africa, by Wangari Maathai. 

Wants to visit: Egypt 

Best idea: The use of cell phone 
technology to connect poor people 
to banking systems. 

Worst idea: The bailout of corpora· 
lions without accountability. 

Gadget: Face book and BlackBerry. 

• 
Unus Torvalds 

for his visionary work on 
open-source software. 

SOFTWARE ENGINEER I 
PORTLAND, ORE. 

Torvalds, self-proclaimed "bene
volent dictator• of one of the most 
impressive group projects in history, 
is important not only for what he 
has done, but for what he has al· 
lowed others to do. An unassuming 
software engineer from Finland, 
Torvalds is the architect of the Linux 
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kernel, a computer operating sys
tem built with free and open-source 
software. Although Torvalds got the 
ball rolling with the first few lines 
of code, written at age 21 in his 
mother's Helsinki basement, Linux's 
development has since been fueled 
by thousands of programmers from 
across the wo~d, each offering 
their contributions for free. Today, 
Linux has been installed on tens 
of millions of computing devices 
and is used to run everything from 
university network servers to traffic 
lights. And open-source culture 
is now a signature of the modem 
world, apparent everywhere from 
blogs and Twitter to lntellipedia, the 
CIA's internal wiki. 

fn Bemers-Lee 
for remaining the patron 

saint of the Web he created. 
COMPUTER SCIENTIST I WORLD 
WIDE WEB CONSORTIUM I CAM· 

BRIDGE, MASS. 

In March 1989, 
Berners-Lee, then a 
computer scientist at 
the European partide 

physics laboratory CERN, found a 
way to connect HTML, a markup 
language that he had created, with 
the Internet. The fusion of these two 
technologies, which Berners-Lee 
intended as a way for scientists to 
share information, produced the 
world's first websites. Twenty years 
later, the Web is used by at least a 
fifth of the world, and Berners-lee 
is trying to protect his creation. He 
heads the World Wide Web 
Consortium, which develops the 
international standards used on the 
Web. His new project is net 
neutrality-the principle that 
Internet service providers should 
not be allowed to discriminate 
between the content that users 
access online. Bemers-Lee 
contends that freedom has been 
the key ingredient spurring the 
Web's growth and innovation. 
·Anyone that tries to chop (the Web] 
into two will find that their piece 
looks very boring,' he predicts. 
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Henry Kissinger 
for a half-century ruling the U.S. foreign-policy community. 

FORMER SECRETARY OF STATE I KISSINGER ASSOCIATES I NEW YORK 

Kis.•;inger, whose very name is nmv synony
mous with an explicitly realpolitik foreign 
policy that focuses on national interests 
rather than idealistic aims, has devoted his 
life to perfecting the application and expan
s ion of U.S. pmver. More than 30 years· after 
leaving office, Kissinger has largely shed his 
Vietnam-era status as a bete noire of the left 
and emerged as one of\Vashington's fore
most politic.:"11 counselors. His influence has 
sometimes been a boon to Obama's agenda, 
such as when he praised the U .S. president's 
handling of negotiations with Iran. But he is 
just as liable to he a thorn in the administra
tion's side, intervening in the public debate at 
key moments. Even now, Kissinger's intellec~ 
mal legacy shapes and defines the views of the 
U.S. foreign-policy establishment. As another 
former U.S. secretary of state, George Shultz, 
has said, "l"here's only one Henry Kissinger. 
They broke the mold after they made him." 

• 
Niall Ferguson 

for his intelligent, incessant 
questioning of dogma. 

HISTORIAN I HARVARD UNIVERSITY I 
CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 

Ferguson has made a career out 
of challenging sacred cows, both 
within academia and the popular 
imagination. A Financial Times 
columnist and author of the recent 
The Ascent of Money, among 
other books, he has worried 
that the United States' massive 
fiscal stimulus plan will cause an 
inexorable rise in long-term inter
est rates, crushing the hoped-for 
economic recovery. He has also 
been skeptical about the ability of 
government regulation to fix the 
economic mess, noting that the 
crisis began in the banking sector, 
the most heavily regulated area of 
the economy. As he said in June, 
"It took decades to get from the 
highly regulated economies of the 
1970s to the free-wheeling, highly 
globalized economies of 2007. 
It takes a lot less time to destroy 
globalization .... We are already 
moving very rapidly away from 
globalization." 

---
Reading list: Enduring Love, by lan 
McEwan; After Tamerl<jne, by John 
Darwin; The Honored Society, by 
Norman Lewis. 

Wants to visit: Brazil 

Best idea: Paul Romer's idea for 
a new generation of Hong Kong
style, free market entrepots on the 
coasts of poor countries. 

Worst idea: British Foreign 
Secretary David Miliband's idea 
of negotiating with "moderate" 
elements in the Taliban. 

Gadget: Facebook, Twitter, and 
BlackBerry. 



Baltasar GarzOn 
for proving that no dictator 

is safe. 
JUDGE I NATIONAL OOURT OF SPAIN I 

SPAIN 

Since indicting 
Chilean dictator 
Augusto Pinochet in 

- - - - 1998 during the 
ex-president's trip to London, 
Garzon has acquired a reputation 
as a legal crusader, the scourge of 
drug traffickers, terrorists, and 
corrupt government officials. 
Garzon believes that laws extend 
beyond national boundaries
making him a hero to the human 
rights world, a pain to politicians, 
and a major intellectual force for a 
jurisprudence that crosses borders 
in a world increasingly without 
them. This spring, he announced 
he was investigating former U.S. 
officials for their involvement in 
Bush-era detention and 
interrogation policies. An 
embarrassed Spanish government 
reoommended against prosecu
tion. Before long, Garzon had 
found another controversial target: 
abuses committed during his 
country's autocratic era under 
Francisco Franco. Not for the first 
time, resurrecting the past has 
landed Garzon in political peril: He 
is being sued by a right-wing group 
for wanting to dig up the graves 
(literally in some cases) of 
oountless dead officials. 

AmartyaSen 
for showing how democracy 

prevents famine. 
ECONOMIST I HARVARD UNIVERSITY I 

CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 

Sen is that rarest of hybrids-"the 
only recent or living eoonomist 
who takes philosophy seriously," 
in the words of Martha Nussbaum 
(No. 93). Taking his cue from 

"We cannot say that, 
'I only take account 
of what happens in 
my country, and what 
happens beyond the 
borders does not 
affect me.' That would 
be a 19th-century 
approach.'' GARZON 

such diverse figures as Karl 
Marx and Adam Smith (whom 
he hails as an underappreciated 
moral philosopher), Sen earned a 
Nobel Prize in economics in 1998 
for his groundbreaking insight: 
Food .scarcity doesn't kill people; 
bad governments do. Central 
to his thinking is the ooncept of 
"capabilities· - the idea that it is not 
just the distribution of resources in 
a society that matters, but the ability 
of its members to make informed 
choices about the use of those 
resources and to punish leaders 
who fail them. A decade later, Sen 
remains a prominent pomical voice. 
In September he partnered with 
Joseph Stiglitz (No. 25) to release 
a study urging governments to 
inoorporate noneoonomic variables 
into assessments of well-being, and 
in October his new book The Idea 
of Justice topped the best-seller list 
in his native India. 

Best idea: That global politics 
demands unoompromising multi
lateralism. 

Worst idea: That the present 
Afghan problems are similar to 
those in Vietnam. 

Barbara Brenrelch 
for her relentless efforts to understand the root causes 

of poverty and inequality. 

SOCIAL COMMENTATOR I KEY WEST, FLA. 

Shortly before the 2001 publication of her award-winning book Nickel and 
Dimed, Ehrenreich was diagnosed with breast cancer. The experience 
inspired another nonfiction work, this year's Bright-Sided, her broadside 
about the myopia of American optimism. Ehrenreich argues that Ameri· 
cans are plagued by their own delusions, whether it's the idea that cancer 
presents an opportunity for self-improvement, that stocks will always 
rise, or that the poor, sick, and socially marginalized need only to repair 
their own attitudes. American Pollyannaism "reached a manic zenith in 
the early years of this millennium," she wrote in Time. "Iraq would be 
a cakewalk! The Dow would reach 36,000! Housing prices could never 
decline!" Her chronicles of hard lives too often ignored in the mainstream 
press-journeying from car factories in Detroit to empty trailers in the 
American heartland-make her the James Agee of our time. 

• 
Bruce Bueno de Mesqlfta 

for hitting the bull's-eye 
more often than anyone. 

POLITICAL SCIENTIST I NEW YORK 
UNIVERSITY I SAN FRANCISCO 

Bueno de Mesquita should have 
been a professional gambler. 
The New York University political 
scientist has devoted his uniquely 
creative analytical mind to, in es
sence, reading tea leaves- though 
in a very sophisticated way, draw
ing on interviews with specialists 
and complex oomputer models. 
His algorithms are usually dead-on 
accurate- 90 percent oorrect in 
his hundreds of studies for the 
CIA, the agency says. He called in 
advance, for instance, the rise of 
Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah 

Ali Khamenei, the 1994 Mexican 
peso crisis, and the second 
Palestinian intifada of 2000. This 
year, he peeled back the curtain 
and offered some new forecasts 
in The Predictioneer's Game. For 
one, he suggests that the best 
way to contain the North Korean 
nuclear threat would be to provide 
money and security guarantees 
in exchange for Kim Jong ll's 
stopping the program-but not 
asking him to dismantle anything 
already created. Who would bet 
against him? 

Reading list: Constantine and the 
Bishops, by H.A. Drake; Waiting, 
by Ha Jin; The Elegance of the 
Hedgehog, by Muriel Barbery. 

Wants to visit: Tanzania 

Best idea: Stimulating the eoonomy 
and keeping interest rates low will 
help speed up economic recovery. 

Worst idea: Global warming can 
only be corrected through global, 
universal agreement. 

Gadget: Twitter and iPhone. 
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• 
S.Fayyad 

for showing how to govern 
effectively in the middle 

of a conflict. 

PRIME MINISTER I PALESTINIAN 
NATIONAL AUTHORITY I WEST BANK 

With his boss tottering and peace 
talks stagnating, Fayyad has 
emerged as the last, best hope for 
a permanent settlement between 
Israel and the Palestinians. 
Fayyad, who holds a Ph.D. in 
economics, rose to prominence 
as the IMF's representative in the 
Palestinian territories, where he 
subsequently became finance 
minister. In June 2007, he was 
promoted to prime minister, finally 
giving him the authority to root out 
corruption and embark on institu
tional reforms, such as making the 
Palestinian Authority's notoriously 
opaque annual budget public. 
Now, he is calling for the creation 
of a Palestinian state within two 
years-regardless of the progress 
of peace talks. With the West 
Bank's economy projected to grow 
7 percent in 2009, Fayyad is build
ing a reputation as an effective 
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guarantor of his people's economic 
and political welfare. In this region, 
that's no small thing. 

Reading list: Palestinian Walks, by 
Raja Shehadeh; The World Is Flat, 
by Thomas Friedman; Freakonom
ics, by Steven Levitt and Stephen 
Dubner. 

Wants to visit: SoUith Africa 

Best idea: Obama's "reaching-out' 
doctrine. 

Worst idea: That keeping Gaza 
under siege is working. 

• 
Xulhiyong 

for driving the debate in 
China about citizens' rights. 

LEGAL ACTIVISli I GONGMENG 
THINK TANK I CHINA 

Xu is, in the words of the New 
Yorkers Evan Osnos, "as close as 
China gets to a public-interest icon." 
The legal scholar and activist has 
emerged as a vocal champion of 
victims' rights in just about every 
major legal scandal of recent 
years, offering pro bono advice to 
victims of police brutality, tainted 
milk products, and extrajudicial 
detention. Reflecting Xu's strong 
belief in working for change w~hin 

the system, the primary mission of 
Gongmeng, the legal think tank he 
co-founded in 2003, is to protect 
the rights to which Chinese citizens 
are theoretically already entitled. 
But though he is an independent 
elected legislator and has received 
muhiple aooolades in the state-run 
media, he found himself on the 
wrong side of an increasingly 
mistrustful Chinese administra· 
lion this year. In JUIIy, Gongmeng 
was shut down for alleged tax 
irregularities, and Xu was arrested 
and detained. Following a domestic 
and international outcry, he was 
released in late August, though he 
remains under surveillance. 

Reading list: Baha'i Sacred 
Anthology; a hisl<>ry of Chinese 
philooophy; the Quran. 

Wants to visit Tanzania 

Gadget: Twitter 

Mario Vargas Llosa 
for challenging the fiction of socialist utopia. 

NOVELIST I PERU 

One of Latin America's most beloved literary 
n·easures, Peruvian novelist Vargas Llosa has 
transitioned seamlessly into the public realm, 
where he is an outspoken advocate of democ
racy and civil liberties in the region. "The social
ism of the 21st cenmry manifests in monsn·ous 
corruption of the sort that is present in Ven
ezuela- where all forms of communication are 
closed or threatened, economically blackmailed 
such that no one speaks the truth: and no one 
ctiticizes those in power," he has said. At home, 
Vargas L losa has also pushed for refom1, advo
cating, for example, a museum to commemorate 
the victims of Peru's brutal Shining Path 
guerrillas. Nor is he slacking in the literary 
department: This year he was nominated for the 
Man Booker International Ptize. 

Reading list: The Black Diaries of Roger Casement, The Reckoning, by 
Charles Nicholl; Descartes' Bones, by Russell Shorto. 

Wants to visit: Ireland, because of the book that I am writing about Roger 
Casement. 

Best idea: That for the first time the United States is acting with fairness 
and equanimity in the Israeli and Palestinian conflict. 

Worst idea: That capitalism is doomed after the economic crisis. 

Gadget: Only newspapers and books. 



• 
Michaellgnatieff 

for showing that not all academics are irrelevant. 

LIBERAL PARTY LEADER I CANADA 

Poised to become Canadian prime 
minister next year, only five years after 
leaving Harvard University's Carr 
Center for Human Rights Policy, 
lgnatieff is out to prove the relevance 
of academia-and big ideas-in 
politics. lgnatieff's writing on the 

sometime necessity of "violence ... coercion, secrecy, decep· 
lion, even violation of rights" to fight terrorism has made him 
a singular voice among Canadian liberals. His 2004 book, 
The Lesser Evil, made the case that targeted violence was 
necessary to prevent the possibility of falling victim to 
greater violence, but stressed that democratic states should 
not employ torture or be motivated by national pride or 
revenge. In 2006 he was elected to Canada's House of 
Commons and in 2008 became leader of the Liberal Party. As 
a politician, he's renewed his party's focus on human rights, 
the war in Afghanistan, and more recently, global climate 
change, which he defines in characteristically utilitarian 
fashion as "redistributing risk to the poorest and most 
vulnerable people in the world." 

• 
Francis Fliuyama 

On what inlellectu-
als gel right-and 
wrong-about politics: 
I think 1deas matter 
enormously 1n poli t1cs. 
Thais the first thing-
the 1dea t~at 1n oolit1cs 
deas don't count IS 
wrong. So mtellectu-
als get that r1gh t; tha t 
s. they understand 
the 1mportance of 
deas. I th1nk that 
the challenge for 
ntellectuals 1n oolit1cs 
s to understand that 
first of all. choose your 
words w 1'1 extreme 
care. You re 1n a much 
more literal world than 
you assume. Its wnat 
you say. not what you 
mean. And secondly, 
that oersuas1on IS a 
matter of vest1ng Ideas 
w th expenence and 
cnaracter. Barack 
Obama had so·ne 

great Ideas, but what of a funny story wnece 
made h1m successful W nston ChU'chill once 
was that he connected asked the songwnter 
t~ose 1deas to a very lrv ng Bert1n when he 
powerful story about thought the war 
h1mself and then made would end. and lrv1ng 
t~at story about h1mself Berln sa1d, "The or me 
tne story of Amer ca. m1n ster of Great Bnta1n 

IS ask1ng me w'len the 
On the West's moral ob- war IS go1ng to end. Are 
ligation in Afghanistan: you k1ddmg?" 
We made a promse 
to the government of On books: Fearful Sym-
Afgnanistan that we metry. by Bran Lee 
would help tnem to Crowley. Its an attack 
defend themselves. so on everyth ng I bel1eve. 
the moral oblgat1on IS so 1fs very b•acmg 
prom1se-keep ng, nght? and 1nterest1ng. He's 
And 1fs not an uncond1- say1ng tnat Canad1an 
t1onal promse. Its the r l1beral1sm has dam-
country, not our country. aged Canada. and as 
And so the moral obl1ga- tne L beral Party leader 
t1on1s lmted. I have to d;sagree. But 

1l s very 11telligent and 
On being asked by 1l s very 1mportant to 
FOREIGN POLICY whether take your adversanes 
the global recession had senously. so lm tak.ng 
ended: It remnds me h1m ser1ously. 

The Kagan faml~ 
for creating a foreign-policy 
paradigm that has defined 

almost two decades 

remains the crucial issue of the day . 
With Moscow and Beijing flexing 
their global muscles and the 
recession driving Western 
democracies inward, Fukuyama's 
thesis might seem in doubt, but he's 
still making the case. "I am still fairly 
confident that democratic systems 
are the only viable ones,' he told 
Newsweek. This year, Fukuyama 
joined in debates about the future of 
Iran- arguing, against conventional 
wisdom, that it may be possible for 
the Islamic Republic to "evolve 
towards a genuine rule-of-law 
democracy," even while allowing for 
continued strong derical influence. 

(Donald, Robert, Frederick, and Kimberly) for shaping the 
debate over Iraq and Afghanistan. 

of argument 

POLITICAL PHILOSOPHER I JOHNS 
HOPKINS UNIVERSITY I 

WASHINGTON 

The foreign-policy 
world can be pretty 
deanly split into two 
groups: those who 

passionately agree with "The End 
of History,' and those who 
passionately disagree. Fuku
yama's seminal work came out20 
years ago, but its central 
conclusion- that liberal democracy 
will supplant other political 
ideologies as the dominant 
paradigm of the 21st century-

Read ing list: Law, Legislation and 
Uberty, by Friedrich von Hayek; 
The Great Transformation, by Karl 
Polanyi; Capitalism, Socialism and 
Democracy, by Joseph Schumpeter. 

Wants to visit: Ecuador 

Best idea: Reforming the health· 
care system. 

Worst idea: A tax write-off for pet 
care. 

Gadget: Facebook and iPhone. 

FOREIGN-POLICY COMMENTATORS I YALE UNIVERSITY, WASHINGTON POST, 
AMERICAN ENTERPRISE INSTITUTE, INSTITUTE FOR THE STUDY OF WAR I 

NEW HAVEN, CONN.; BELGIUM; WASHINGTON 

For the Kagans, war is a family affair. Patriarch Donald is a Yale University 
historian specializing in ancient Greece and one of the leading lights of the 
neoconsetvative movement. His sons, Robert and Frederick, played a cen
tral role in rallying support for the ·surge" in Iraq when the war appeared at 
its most hopeless and setved as forceful advocates for the strategy among 
their all ies in George W. Bush's administration (Frederick as a scholar at 
the hawkish American Enterprise Institute, Robert as a columnist for the 
Washington Post). They were joined by Frederick's wife, Kimberly, who 
heads the Institute for the Study of War and later published an acoount 
of the war titled The Surge: A Military History. This year, the Kagans 
have thrown themselves into the Afghanistan debate; Kimberly setved on 
Gen. Stanley McChrystal's strategic assessment team, and along with 
Frederick, she has called repeatedly for a fully resouroed counterinsur
gency effort. Robert, meanwhile, who lives in Brussels and is perhaps 
best known for arguing that "Americans are frorn Mars and Europeans are 
from Venus," holds a big-picture view of international affairs that justifies 
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assertive U.S. intervention abroad. 
His latest book, The Return of 
History and the End of Dreams, 
calls for the creation of a "league 
of democracies' to promote politi
cal liberalization and human rights 
globally. 

ROBERT KAGAN: 

Read ing list: The Weary 7itan, 
by Aaron Friedberg; Over Here, 
by David Kennedy; Breaking the 
Heart of the World, by John Milton 
Cooper. 

Wants to visit: India, still the great, 
yawning gap in my travels over the 
past 30 years. 

Best idea: Gen. McChrystal's coun
terinsurgency plan for Afghanistan. 

Worst idea: The Obama admin
istration's new policy toward 
China-"strategic reassurance." 

Gadget: I find Twitter the most 
absurd development in an absurd 
era. I love my iPhone: the best 
communications device ever 
invented. 

• 
C. Raja Mohan 

for his forceful advocacy of 
India's rise to great-power 

status. 
POLITICAL SCIENTIST I NANYANG 

TECHNOLOGICAL UNIVERSITY I 
SINGAPORE 

With India on the verge of achiev
ing its potential as a regional 
power, Mohan is one of the leading 
theorists pushing the world's 
largest democracy to abandon its 
traditional aloofness and seek full 
integration with the West. A strong 
U.S.-India partnership, Mohan 
argues in his influential columns 
for the Indian Express and The 
Hindu, will assist India in ~s 
continued economic rise- and give 
the United States an ally in Asia 
that could provide vital assistance 
in halting the rise of radical Islam 
and checking China's rising power. 
Mohan praised George W. Bush's 
administration for its outreach 
to India, but urges the United 
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States to husband its power more 
carefully and realize that it ·cannot 
play God by resolving every single 
problem in the world." 

Reading list: The Arabian Frontier 
of the British Raj, by James Onley; 
Three Kingdoms, by Luo Guan
zhong; The Hindus. by Wendy 
Doniger. 

Wants to visit: Indonesia 

Best idea: The idea of a regional 
framework to stabilize Afghanistan. 

Worst idea: The China-America 
G-2. 

• 
James Hansen 

for his pioneering research 
and advocacy on climate 

change. 

DIRECTOR I NASA GODDARD 
INSTITUTE FOR SPACE STUDIES J 

NEW YORK 

Scientists tend to view their job as 
simply uncovering the facts
doing something about them is the 
job of politicians and activists. But 
after 2!1, decades of presenting 
his hair-raising findings about the 
threat of rising sea levels and 
melting glaciers in congressional 
hearings, scientific conferences, 
and academic papers, Hansen has 

come to believe that facts don't 
speak for themselves. When a 
new Bush-era policy directed him 
to deal with reporters only through 
communications staff, Hansen
who developed one of the first 
computer models to predict the 
impact of rising C0

2 
levels on the 

Earth's temperature-broke ranks 
and took his controversial story 

public. These days, he divides his 
time between GISS and anti-coal 
protests across the country. 
Earlier this year, he helped launch 
the "350 mission," a campaign to 
popularize the view that the best 
target for atmospheric carbon 
content is 350 parts per mil
lion- much lower than previously 
thought. 

Freeman Dyson 
for bringing scientific rigor to climate-change skepticism . 

PHYSICIST I INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY I PRINCETON, N.J. 

Dyson, a physicist famous as much for his advocacy against nuclear 
weaponry as for his brilliance on quantum electrodynamics, dropped 
his own bomb in 2005. In a lecture at Boston University, the octoge
narian Institute for Advanced Study scholar said that "all the fuss 
about global wanming is grossly exaggerated." Since then, Dyson has 
provided extensive commentary expanding on his doubts about climate 
change against the vitriolic criticism and even disdain his views have 
occasioned. Dyson is convinced that the James Hansens of the world 
might have the science wrong-and that even if they do have it right, 
climate change might not be so bad. He argues that humanity and the 
Earth will be able to handle increased greenhouse gases and that lifting 
people in developing countries from poverty is more important than 
capping emissions. Like any good scientist, Dyson admits he could be 
mistaken. But no one is questioning the courage of his convictions. 

Esther Dyson 
for accurately forecasting how the Internet will shape us. 

INTERNET ENTREPRENEUR I EDVENTURE HOLDINGS J NEW YORK 

Dyson describes herself as a 
"catalyst" -an apt tenm for the 
ever-moving, ever-innovative 
high-tech guru (she and her father, 

No. 69, are the only parent-child pair on FP's list). 
She started out as a reporter, later owned her own 
business, and finally became an angel investor, 
seeding funds for everything from Eastern 
European philanthropy to civilian space travel. In 
a 1994 Wired magazine essay, she presciently 
theorized that the easy replication and distribution 
of digital content meant that companies would 
ultimately give it away for free and make money 
off other merchandise and services. Today, she 
predicts that advertisers will tailor content to 
individual users. She also predicts that people will 
increasingly view the solar system, rather than 
the planet, as their home, with companies seeking 
out revenue and materials throughout it. 

Reading list: The 
Paradox of Choice, 
by Barry Schwartz; 
Cutting for Stone, 
by Abraham 
Verghese; Making 
Globalization Work, 
by Joseph Stiglitz. 

Wants to visit: Iran 

Best idea: Train 
unemployed work
ers to be teachers 
and build retirement 
homes next to 
orphanages. 

Worst idea: Airport 
security. 

Gadget: Facebook, 
Twitter, and Black
Berry. 



Ray KIIZWI!II 
for advancing the technology 

of eternal life. 

FUTURIST I NORTH ANOOVER, MASS. 

By 2045, the differences 
between men and machines will 
be negligible, or so Kurzweil 
believes. Humans will back up 
their memories and skill sets on 
hard drives, to the extent that 
they become virtually immortal, 
while robots will be endowed 
with consciousness- a turning 
point he refers to as "the Sin-
gularity." Before he cemented 
his fame as a leading-and 
sometimes wacky-futurist, 
Kurzweil worked on artificial 
intelligence, including inventing 
the first text-to-speech software. 
Recently, Kurzweil has turned 
his attention to how software 
and medical technology could 
help people extend and arne-
liorate their lives. "The future 
is going to be a very exciting 
place, and that's why I'd like to 

::3 
stick around to see it," he says. 

"' ~ ---

§ Reading list: One Hundred Years 
"' :::. of Solitude, by Gabriel Garcia 0 
0 Marquez; Cybernetics, by Norbert Q. 

It Wiener; Phantoms in the Brain, by 
~ V.S. Ramachandran and Sandra 
IX Blakeslee. .. 
u 

"' ~ Wants to visit: China 
~ 

Best idea: Ideas for applying § nanotechnology to renewable-
ID 

~ energy technologies, especially 
"' solar (given that we have 10,000 .. 
;! times more sunlight than we need 
§ to meet all of our energy needs). 

"' ~ Worst idea: That we are running ... 
~ out of resources-we in fact have 
>- plenty of energy, water, food, and :::> 
0 
ID space once we can apply emerg-
Gl 
ii: ing technologies to transform their 
ID availability, which will be soon. ~ 
d: 
g Gadget: Twitter and BlackBerry. 

• 
Jamais Cascio 

for being our moral guide 
to the future. 

FUTURIST I INSTITUTE FOR ETHICS 
AND EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES I 

SAN FRANCI SCO 

Climate change is coming, and 
geoengineering-the prospect of 
artificially manipulating the world's 
cl imate- may seem like an easy 
save. But in fact it's threatening 
and ethically complex, putting a 
literally earth-shaking power in the 
hands of a few, says Cascio in his 
new book, Hacking the Earth, the 
most subtle analysis so far on the 
subject. This year, Cascio, guru 
of all things on the horizon and 
founder of the website Open the 
Future, agitated to strengthen the 
global financial system through de-
centra lization; argued passionately 
that resilience, not sustainabilily, 
must be the new goal of environ-
mentalists; and has become a 
leading thinker on robot ethics. 

---
Reading list: The Age of the 
Unthinkable, by Joshua Cooper 
Ramo; The Caryatids, by Bruce 
Sterling; Wired for War, by Peter 
W. Singer. 

Wants to visit: Antarctica. It's a 
"see it while you still can" location. 

Best idea: Work done at the 
Scripps Research Institute by 
Carlos Barbas on creating self-
assembling molecular antibodies 
that can provide instant immunity 
to infectious diseases (and pos-
sibly even cancer). 

Worst idea: 2009 seems to have 
been the year that global warming 
deniers shifted from claiming that 
climate disruption is a hoax to 
claiming that dimate disruption is 
too big and too far along to stop, so 
there's no point in doing anything 
about it. Wrong on both counts! 

Gadget: Twitter and iPhone. 

• 
Nick Bostrom 

for accepting no limits on 
human potential. 

PHILOSOPHER I OXFORD 
UNIVERSITY I BRITAIN 

Bostrom, director of Oxford Univer
sity's Future of Humanily Institute, 
thinks that one day, technology 
could allow us to upload human 
minds onto computers, preserving 
our every memory for posterity 
and allowing people to speed up 
their thoughts by installing faster 
software. He's a transhumanist, a 
leader in a broad movement that 
believes humans should improve 
themselves through technology, 
eventually reaching a point that 

can be defined as "posthuman.• 
As scientific advances continue to 
upend our ethical views and tech
nological enhancements challenge 
our ideas of equality, Bostrom 
has emerged as a leading voice 
on the changes humankind will 
experience in the generations to 
come, which, he believes, will be 
many. "If we survive intact for 500 
years, then we might well survive 
for billions of years," he says. 

Reading list: Military Nanotech
nology: Potential Applications 
and Preventive Arms Control, by 
Jurgen Altmann; Paris 1919: Six 
Months That Changed the World, 
by Margaret MacMillan; Hamlet, 
by William Shakespeare. 

Worst idea: Somebody suggested 
that we guilt-trip artificial intell i
gence to respect us as its parents. 
That's bad on so many different 
levels. 

Gadget: iPhone 

Gordon Brown 
for his leadership during the financial crisis. 

PRIME MINISTER I BRITAIN 

Brown will very likely not be prime minister of Britain for much lon
ger. The Labour Party will almost certainly suffer ignominious defeat 
in a national election sometime by mid-2010. The prime minister, 
who as chancellor of the exchequer under Prime Minister Tony Blair 
oversaw the inflation of massive housing and financial bubbles, 
will be known by his caricature in the British press, as a paranoid, 
bellowing, and incompetent leader. But even if Brown did not do 
enough to stop the bubbles from developing, he proved one of the 
world's most courageous leaders after they had burst. His govern
ment may not have quite "saved the world," as he claimed to much 
derision last December, but in acting immediately and forcefully to 
prevent disaster by nationalizing failing banks, pushing through 
massive stimulus measures, and urging his counterparts to do the 
same, he just may have saved his reputation. 
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that conservation isn't just virtu- On bridging the gulf between rich 
ous-it's profitable. Lovins's basic and poor countries: One of the 
premise is that ifs much cheaper great problems in dealing with 
to save energy than to generate it. the climate is that we have this 
Measuring success in "negawatts" enonnous gulf between rich and 

Rlch.-d Haass George Ayittey (units of energy conserved), he poor around the world and that 
has worked to convince numerous the energy future looks different 

for injecting a necessary for pushing policymakers to let 
clients, including giants such as to people on different sides of that 

note of caution about what is Africa help itself. Wai-Mart and the Pentagon, that gulf. Over the years, that's stymied 
necessary for a superpower ECONOMIST I AMERICAN UNIVERSITY I small, common-sense tweaks in progress. What 350.org has done 

at war. WASHINGTON the way they consume energy can to try to change that is bring 
prevent millions of dollars of un· citizens to bear on this-people 

PRESIDENT I COUNCIL ON FOREIGN Ayittey, a Ghanaian economist and necessary consumption. "I don't do all over the world who understand 
RELATIONS I NEW YORK 

head of the Free· Africa Founda· problems," he told an interviewer. now just how dire this emergency 
tion, has spent his career trying to "I do solutions." is, who understand that there is 
convince the world that Africans, --- no such thing as development in a 
not aid workers, will set Africa 

Wants to visit: Chilean Patagonia 
world that's wanning fast. 

right. Enough already with the vic-
tim complex, he argues: Let's get Best idea: PACE (Property On climate good guys and bad guys: 
to work. That phi losophy has never Assessed Clean Energy) bonds to The U.S. is responsible more than finance efficiency-and-renewables 
been more relevant than in 2009, retrofits of buildings- ultimately any other oountry for the historical 
when the debate over international perhaps all U.S. buildings. carbon burden in the atmosphere, 
assistance kicke-d into high gear. and the average American still uses 
If it were up to Ayittey, the world Worst idea: Expand nuclear power. around four times as much carbon 
would go beyond reforming the every day as the average Chinese. 

Haass has a resume that any distribution of aid and gradually China is now deploying renewable 
foreign-policy hand in Washington do away with handouts altogether. energy faster than any place on 
would drool over: National Security Aside from chari~y's ineffective· Earth. Blaming China is just the talk 
Council, Brookings Institution, ness, he notes, "[T]he presumption • of people who don't want to change 
State Department, and now the that Africans don't know what is and are looking for an excuse. 
Council on Foreign Relations. But good for them and that Americans 
he's not resting on his laurels. This or other foreigners know what 
year, he published War of is best for Africans is extremely BIMcK .. ben Necessity, War of Choice: A offensive." 
Memoir of Two Iraq Wars, in which for making global warming 
he sketched the differences 

Best idea: Rotatelhe U.N. General a people's cause. 
between 1991's invasion of Iraq Assembly meetings. Hold the next 
and the 2003 overthrow of one in Iran, Libya, North Korea, ENVIRONMENTALIST I 350.0RG I 

Saddam Hussein. He sees "wars Venezuela, or Zimbabwe. 
RIPTON, VT. 

of necessity," such as Operation Worst idea: The gift of an iPod by Anne-Mane Slaughter 
Desert Storm, as interventions to President Obama to the Queen of The End of Nature, McKibben's for helping transform Foggy 
protect vital U.S. national interests England. seminal1989 book, introduced Bottom from the inside out. 
when all other options have failed. Gadget: Twitter and iPhone. many to the novel scientific idea of 
In August, Haass made a splash climate change. The prolific author DIRECTOR, POLICY PLANNING I 
when he argued that, pace and long-time environmentalist has STATE DEPARTMENT I WASHINGTON 

Obama, Afghanistan no longer fils since made it his mission to serve 
this criterion. With the U.S. as a conduit between scientific This year, Slaughter "' w 
administration ideologically • discovery and political action. left her position as <.0 

<( 

;!; 
inclined toward Haass's cautious The success of a small protest the dean of Princeton ~ 
realism, there should be no doubt he organized in 2006 made him University's Woodrow t;; 

£ 
that his words resonate in the high· realize that the weakness of the Wilson School to head the U.S. 

~ est reaches of the White House. 
Amory Lovins 

anti-global-wanning movement State Department's internal think g 
was that it had failed to capture tank and advise Secretary of State CD 

~ for the intellectual marriage of the popular imagination. So he Hillary Clinton (No. 6). In articles a: 

Reading list: Lords of Finance: The 
<( 

economics, efficiency, co-founded 350.org, a campaign and, more recently, policy briefs, "' 
Bankers Who Broke the World, ~ 

and the environment. to popularize the view that the she has stressed the importance of <.0 
by Liaquat Ahamed; The Grand ~ 
Strategy of the Byzantine Empire, 

SCIENTIST I ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
best target for atmospheric carbon reoognizing that the United States 

§ by Edward N. Luttwak; Start-Up INSTITUTE I SNOWMASS, COLO. dioxide is 350 parts per million. is an actor in a networked and 
Nation: The Story of Israel's On Oct. 24, the group sponsored disaggregated world, which needs ~ 
Economic Miracle, by Dan Senor z 

an International Day of Climate to reach out to everyone from 
0 

and Saul Singer. "' For more than three decades, this Action, which included more than businesses to splinter groups-not 1:i 
..J 
<( 

Wants to visit: Indonesia man once described as a "Johnny 5,000 events in 181 countries and just other oountries-to succeed ti:: 
Best idea: Creating a large pool of Appleseed of ideas" has been a was the largest ever ooordinated and prosper. In a lauded Foreign 

j 
::;; 

money to disoourage deforestation. dogged evangelist for the notion global rally of any kind. Affairs article, she explained, ' In 
0 e: 

72 FoRE IGN PoLICY 



this world, the state with the most 
connections will be the central 
player, able to set the global 
agenda and unlock innovation and 
sustainable growth." At the State 
Department, she is also heading 
Clinton's Quadrennial Diplomacy 
and Development Review, a reform 
initiative meant to transform the 
department into a 21 slo£enlury 
diplomatic force, and devising 
"smart power" strategies for 
Clinton's signature issues. 

Sa•ntha Power 
for moving from moral authority 

to government authority on 
human rights. 

WHITE HOUSE SPECIAL ASSISTANT I 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL I 

WASHINGTON 

Six years after penning her Pu
litzer Prize-winning A Problem 
from Hell: America and the Age 
of Genocide, Power has gone 
from the outside in: from critic 
of government inaction during 
humanitarian catastrophe to 
advisor in the Obama White 

House, where she works on, 
among other things, peacekeep
ing programs and resettling 
Iraqi refugees. Advising 
Obama's 2008 presidential cam
paign•, Power's big idea was for 
the president to embody a new 
kind of strength: She thinks it is 
more difficult "to be in a room 
with Ahmadinejad than lobbing 
verbal hand grenades against 
him from 5,000 miles away." 
She brings to her post not just 
the convictions of an activist 
scholar, but also another critical 
asset: the ear of the president. 

• 
John Arqu•la 

for bringing network theory to 
counterterrorism. 

CYBERWAR THEORIST I U.S. NAVAL 
POSTGRADUATE SCHOOL I 

MONTEREY, CALIF. 

It was during the first Gulf War that 
Arquilla, a self-described "bombs 
and bullets' guy, became a cyber
soldie r. As U.S-led forces routed 
Saddam Hussein's Republican 
Guard, Arquilla realized that their 
biggest advantage was communi
cations. But this strength was also 
a great vulnerability: A small group 
of hackers could disrupt their 
network with a few keystrokes. In 
a widely publicized Rand Corp. 
study, "Swarming and the Future of 
Connie!,' Arquilla began to theorize 
about other ways that cyber
crimiroals could wreak havoc on 
an increasingly networked society 
and the similarities between fight
ing hackers and fighting terrorist 
networks. ''You have to hunt like 
a network to defeat a network' by 
empowering small, decentralized, 
local groups abroad and at home, 
he told the New Yorker. Arquilla 
counts the U.S. counterinsurgency 
strategy in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
where U.S. troops are stationed in 
smaller units throughout an area 
as opposed to being located on 
a single, large base, as evidence 
that the military is slowly coming 

to understand how to counter a 
decentralized foe. 

Reading list: Terrorism: How to 
Respond, by Richard English; 
Garibaldi and His Enemies, by 
Christopher Hibbert; Tai-Botvinnik 
1960, by Mikhail Tal. 

Wants to visit: Turkey 

Gadget: Throwaway cell phone. 

• 
Peter W. Singer 

for asking what happens when 
you remove the human element 

from war. 

MILITARY SCHOLAR I BROOKINGS 
INSTITUTION I WASHINGTON 

A leading expert on the mecha
nization of war, Singer is deeply 
knowledgeable about innovations 
from toy-sized robots that search 
cars for explosives to drones con
trolled by pilots half a world away. 
But he is not simply a cataloger of 
gadgets. Instead, as in his most 
recent book, this year's Wired for 
War, he brilliantly explores the 
moral, ethical, political, and military 
costs of the unmanning of combat. 
As a result, he has become a pre
eminent voice in the debate over 
U.S. drone strikes in Pakistan, Af
ghanistan, and Iraq: "We are now 
creating a very similar problem to 
what the Israelis face in Gaza .... 
They've gotten very good at killing 
Hamas leaders. They have in no 
way, shape, or form succeeded 
in preventing a 12-year-old [from] 
joining Hamas," Singer said. 

Reading list: Goodnight Moon. oy 
Margaret W1se Brown: Sharpe 's 
Battle, by Be~na'd Comwell: Fool, 
by Chr stopher Moore. 

Wants to visit: Aust,alia 

Best idea: Ooama·s Ca1ro speech. 

Worst idea: The healt~-ca'e debate 
n the Un1ted States. 

Paul fanner 
for bringing communities into 

public health in Haiti and beyond. 

MEDICAL ANTHROPOLOGIST I 
PARTNERS IN HEALTH I CAMBRIDGE, 

MASS. 

- - - • A physician and 
medical anthropolo
gist, Farmer began 
his life's work when 

he stepped off a plane in Haiti 27 
years ago. The organization he 
helped found there, Partners in 
Health, works to strengthen 
communities as well as answer 
specific medical needs and has 
now expanded to Peru, Lesotho, 
and Russia, among other places. Its 
recipe for fighting HIV/ AIDS through 
multiple channels (medicines, better 
nutrition, and health infrastructure) 
has become a model, adopted by 
everyone from the World Health 
Organization to the U.S. govern
ment. Farmer also serves as deputy 
to former U.S. President Bill Clinton 
in his position as U.N. special envoy 
to Haiti, where he could prove 
helpful indeed. 

On the big ideas in the aid world 
today: We have 2.5 billion people 
living on less than $2 a day. So if 
we can't hurry up the social justice 
movement to make sure that the 
world's resources are spent more 
equitably, we will have an explosive 
situation. 

On the limits of NGOs: If you're 
interested in lights-things like the 
right to health care, to clean water, 
to education, or even a job-which 
institutions confer those rights, es
pecially rights to poor people? It's 
the government. So while celebrat
ing the NGO movement is a really 
important thing to do, we really 
need to find ways to strengthen 
public-sector capacity. 

Read ing list: Half the Sky, by 
Nicholas Kristof and Sheryl Wu
Dunn; The Brief Wondrous Life of 
Oscar Wao, by Junot Diaz. 

Gadget: Just a few months ago I 
got a BlackBenry, but I'm not so 
sure it's great. 
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• 
HuShuli 

for persisting in the idea that 
public accountability is 

possible even in one-party China. 

JOURNALIST I CHINA 

Within an hour of learning about 
the devastating earthquake that 
struck western China last year, 
Hu, the founding editor of Caijing 
magazine, had dispatched her 
first reporter to Sichuan- an 
unremarkable decision in most 
other parts of the world. But in 
a country with active censorship 
and absolutely no tradition of 
wa tchdog journalism, Hu has 
been a pioneer, publishing muck
raking stories on SARS, industrial 
pollution, and corruption. Hu 
says she wants journalism to be 
a tool for improving the system
not for blind praise of Beijing 
or for gotcha-style sensational
ism. Her guiding philosophy, 
as she told an interviewer, is 
"If it's not absolutely forbidden, 
we do it." Alas, in November, 
Hu left Caijing after a battle 
with management over editorial 
control, suggesting that China 
may not be ready for her brand 
of investigative reporting. 

Wants to visit: Turkey 

Best idea: Improve the mechanism 
of international financial policymak
ing and collaboration of actions; 
strengthen the international regula· 
tory system. 

Worst idea: The current financial cri
sis is only an episode of economic 
history that will be absorbed soon. 
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• 
JacqueMne NMgratz 

for helping build a new genera
tion of social entrepreneurs. 

DEVELOPMENT ENTREPRENEUR I 
ACUMEN FUND I NEW YORK 

In 1986, Novogratz left a profitable 
career in corporate banking to 
travel to Africa, fully intent on sav
ing the world. What she discovered 
is that Africans did not want to 
be saved-rather, they wanted to 
save themselves. With that lesson 
in mind, Novogratz founded the 
Acumen Fund, a nonprofit venture 
capital fund, in 2001. Today, 
Acumen has invested $40 million 
in more than 25 countries, for 
everything from mosquito bed nets 
in Africa to agricultural systems 
in Pakistan. Novogratz's book, 
The Blue Sweater: Bridging the 
Gap Between Rich and Poor in 
an Interconnected World, was 
published this year, bringing a 
wider audience to her unique ap
proach to aid. 

Reading list: Half the Sky, by Nich
olas Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn; 
Tribes, by Seth Godin; The Case 
for God, by Karen Armstrong; Half 
of a Yellow Sun, by Chimamanda 
Ngozi Adichie. 

Jacques AttaM 
for defining public intellectual in 
the country that invented them. 

ECONOMIST I FRANCE 

For 20 years, Attali has been a ma
jor figure in French public life, as 
an advisor to President FranQOis 
Mitterrand in the 1980s and then 
as an investor, the head of the 
European Bank tor Reconstruction 
and Development, and the author 
of numerous books. This year, at 
the request of President Nicolas 
Sarkozy, an AttaiHed commit-

tee produced a groundbreaking 
report advising the president 
on how to kick-start growth by 
shrinking the lumbering French 
bureaucracy and implementing 
dozens of free-market reforms. 
Attali also published a follow-up 
to the acclaimed Millennium, his 
1991 book warning of the endpoint 
of globalization: a stateless world, 
populated by the hyperwealthy and 
the destitute poor. His prediction in 
2009's A Brief History of the Future 
is that his globalized vision will 
come true- but not before the end 
of American hegemony and horrific 
bloody wars. 

Reading list: Co-opetition, by Adam 
Brandenburger and Barry Nalebuff; 
Operation Shylock, by Philip Roth; 
Le Japon n'existe pas, by Alberto 
Torres-Biandina. 

Wants to visit: Papua New Guinea 

Best idea: World government. 

Worst idea: Legalization of 
euthanasia. 

• 
Karen Armstrong 

for advocating a truce in the 
religion wars. 

RELIGIOUS SCHOLAR I BRITAIN 

" 

·~ 
', 

" 

Fundamentalism is a modern 
invention, not a phenomenon 
inherent in religious belief itself, 
argues Armstrong, a one-time 
aspiring Catholic nun who has 
published more than 20 books on 
comparative religion, including this 
year's The Case for God and 
histories of Prophet Muhammad 
and the Bible. Armstrong is now 
launching a Charter for 
Compassion to promote the spirit 
of flexibility and humanity she 
thinks is present in all the major 
religions. ·Religion was not 

supposed to provide explanations 
that lay within the competence of 
reason," she wrote in the Wall 
Street Journal, "but to help us live 
creatively with realities for which 
there are no easy solutions and 
find an interior haven of peace.• 

Reading list: A Concise Economic His
tO/}' of the World, by Rondo Cameron; 
Mansfield Park, by Jane Austen; The 
Believers, by Zoe Heller. 

Gadget: BlackBerry! 

• • 
Sunita Narain 

for giving voice to India's 
environmental conscience. 

DIRECTOR I CENTRE FOR SCIENCE 
AND ENVIRONMENT I INDIA 

Narain has a long-standing 
penchant for picking- and usually 
winning-David-and-Goliath fights. 
At the helm of a small but highly 
influential NGO, Narain is the 
aggressive public face of India's 
environmental movement, waging 
war on both big-business polluters 
and the government interests 
that shelter them. The central 
conviction animating Narain's work 
is the idea that environmentalism 
is at root an issue of equality-of 
access to resources and freedom 
from health-endangering pollution, 
not simply of rivers and endan
gered species. Most recently, she 
was at the forefront of a campaign 
to expose pesticide contamination 
in domestically produced Coke 
and Pepsi products, the success 
of which won her personal plaudits 
from India's health minister and 
Bollywood film producers alike. 



• distinctive. Take, for example, 
Suiter's initial analysis of the U.S. 
bank recapitalization plan: "Picking 

Adam Michnik 
through the entrails of this multi-

MlnxlnPel faceted, surprisingly incomplete, 

Manha Nussbaum for keeping the flame of anti- for reminding us of the dark 
seriously underfunded, occasion-

Moscow resistance burning in side of China's rise. 
ally well-designed but mostly for making philosophy matter. 

Eastern Europe. inadequate, counterproductive 
and unnecessarily moral-hazard- PHILOSOPHER I UNIVERSITY OF 

EDITOR I GAZETA WYBORCZA I CHINA SCHOLAR I CLAREMONT MC· creating set of proposals was just CHICAGO I CHICAGO 

POLAND KENNA COLLEGE I CLAREMONT. CAUF. 
too depressing. I will wait till I am 
at my parents' home this weekend, Nussbaum grew up among the in-

From underground dissident Pei has made a mollified and mellowed by my tellectual elite and as a philosopher 
to establishment democrat, name raining on father's good claret." Readers may has taught at Harvard University, 
Michnik has helped shape Pol- Beijing's parade, often feel they need to glance at Brown University, and, now, the 
ish intellectual and political life especially during the an econometrics textbook to follow University of Chicago. But her most 
during its turbulent transition particularly jingoistic 60th his more complex arguments, but persistent message is that phi-
from Cold War flash point to bea- anniversary year of the People's his attention to detail and witty losophy is for everyone and about 
con of New Europe. Throughout, Republic. According to Pei, the insight have made him invaluable. everything. "[T]he central motivation 
he has been a clarion voice country's leaders have attempted a --- for philosophizing is the urgency of 
of warning about the Russian shotgun wedding of planned Best idea: Limiting (and preferably human suffering," she has written, 
hegemon to the east. A former economy and free markets, reducing) population size is the and "the goal of philosophy is hu-
activist in the trade union authoritarianism and democracy. 

best anti-global-warming policy. 
man ftourishing." ln her new book, 

Solidarity, he went on to found Although the ruling Communist Worst idea: Cash for Clunkers. From Disgust to Humanity, she 
the influential national daily Party's policies have yielded high takes on the timely, controversial 
Gazeta ~borcza in 1989. With rates of economic growth, the issue of same-sex marriage from 
the fall of the Soviet Union and distorted priorities they have created a universal, historical standpoint, 
the accession of an independent are causing the rapid and citing moral disgust as the root of 
Poland to NATO and the Euro- unsustainable accumulation of discrimination and eliminating that 
pean Union, Michnik's dream of social deficits. Without a civil society disgust as the key to equality. 
joining the liberal Western order to channel relations between the 
would appear complete. Today, state and its peo~e, Pei wams, Rizai Sukma however, with the country's China's rulers face a perpetual and 
elites divided and Russia troubling crisis of legitimacy. for pushing a radical new view 
reasserting itself, Michnik once --- of Indonesia's role in the wort d. • again finds himself the voice Best idea: The public option in U.S. 

of an infonnal pro-democracy health-care reform (although it is POLITICAL SCIENTIST I CENTRE FOR 

opposition movement and a 
unlike'ly to pass). STRATEGIC AND INTERNATIONAL 

STUDIES I INDONESIA 
proselytizer for what he views Worst idea: The supersovereign David Grossman as the incomplete journey international reserve currency Sukma is a leading theorist of the 
toward the democratic ideas he proposed by China. relationship between Islam and for demonstrating how Zionism 
championed. the state, and the global role of his and pacifism can coexist. 

country, Indonesia, the world's most 
NOVELIST I PEACE ACTIVIST I ISRAEL populous Muslim nation. Sukma 

~ • 
recently published his book, Islam 

"' in Indonesian Foreign Policy, which Grossman knows ... 
~ 

g sketched the tensions that have tragedy too well. 

"' existed between the identity of Three years ago, 
il:: 

Indonesia's people and the govern- during the ~ 
0 Wilem Baiter ment's largely secular institutions Israel-Lebanon war, the famed 
"' "' since independence in August 1945. Israeli author spoke out in favor of ;:: 
:::; for his maverick commentary With Indonesia still grappling with the peace and urged his country's ... 
"' "' on the financial crisis. legacy of dictator Suharto's 32-year military to back down. Three days J: 
(.') 

rule, Sukma's ideas could help later, his 20-year-old son was killed a: 
~f ECONOMIST I LONDON SCHOOL OF chart a course that firmly integrates in the conflict. Nevertheless, "' ... ECONOMICS I BRITAIN Indonesia into the world-and finally Grossman has remained a ~ 

g disproves the canard that Islam and steadfast pacifist and peace 

~ This august economisfs idiosyn- democracy can1 mix. activist. He first became famous as 
!ii cratic viewpoint went global when an advocate for Palestinian ;;, Best idea: Amartya Sen's idea of ;:: he took to the pages of the Finan- recognition and rights with The 
~ justice. 
"' cia/ Times and later started his Yellow Wind, his 1988 study of the 
0 Worst idea: Muammar ai-Qaddafi's "' indispensable blog, Maverecon. lives of people in the West Bank. :::; idea of a one-state solution for the 
t: It's incisive and wonky- and very Ever since, he has urged Israel 
~ Israel-Palestine conflict. 
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toward open engagement (even 

• 
not just the widening gap in China it picks up the pieoes on its own. He 

with Hamas), an end to occupation but also the impact of the Great responded with fire to Obama's July 
and settlements, and decisive Reoession, which left millions more speech in Ghana, writing, "Obama 
moves in the direction of a men than women unemployed, needs to listen to Africans much 
two-state solution. "[R]eality is not with potentially disastrous implica- more, not lecture them using the 
one hermetic story that we, and Hans Rosling lions for security worldwide. same old teleprompter.' 
the Palestinians, too, have been 
telling ourselves for generations," for boggling our minds with Worst idea: Leaving Afghanistan to 

he wrote in January. "Reality is not paradigm-shattering data. the Taliban. Have you asked the 

• just the story we are locked into, a 
little girls of Afghanistan what they 

PUBLIC HEALTH SCHOLAR I KARO- think of that idea? 
story made up, in no small LINSKA INSTITUTE I SWEDEN 
measure, of fantasies, wishful 
thinking and nightmares.' 

En~ Oster Rosling, a doctor and global-health 
professor, has become famous for for her creative research into 
his energetic lectures, in which he what really helps the poor. 
narrates mind-blowing statistics on 

• development and public health- ECONOMIST I UNIVERSITY OF CHI· 
as they literally move across a CAGO BOOTH SCHOOL OF BUSINESS 

screen. Imagine x-y axes filled with Andrew Mwenda I CHICAGO 

data points, each representing a 
for fearlessly critiquing govern-country. As time passes, the dots Oster, just a few years after receiv-

Enr1que Krauze move, realigning to show changes ment at home and abroad. ing her Ph.D, has already shown 

for championing democracy in child mortality, peroentage 
EDITOR I THE INDEPENDENT I UGANDA 

promise as one of the most inven-

and common sense of paved roads, 11.1nemployment live economists of her generation. 

in latin America. rates, or pretty much any other Her recent work has focused on 
metric you can imagine. Rosling's Mwenda, a dogged and fiercely elo- India, where she has discovered 

HISTORIAN I NATIONAL COLLEGE I quest to use numbers to shatter quent Ugandan journalist and editor surprising outcomes: She found, 
MEXICO stereotypes of rich and poor of the reoently launched newspaper for instanoe, that television access 

countries has brought him global and webs~e The Independent, is a decreases domestic violence and 
There are few more prominence. vociferous critic of all elements of that the higher frequency in vacci-
staunch supporters the African aid structure. Frequently nations for Indian boys over Indian 
of democracy in Latin Reading list: Wars, Guns, and harassed by the Ugandan govern- girls might account for 20 peroent 
America than Votes, by Paul Collier; A Peace to men! for his outspokenness and of the country's sex imbalanoe. 

Krauze. But when U.S. journalists End All Peace, by David Fromkin; currently facing trial on 21 charges Her application of the techniques Summer Farms in Sweden 1550 to 
and policymakers began labeling 1920, by Jesper Larsson. (including sedition), Mwenda goes of behavioral economics to life-
Mexico a "failed state• ensnarled in even further than most aid critics: or-death situations distinguishes 
a drug war earlier this year, Krauze The continent, he argues, needs to her from other headline-grabbing 
wamed that misperceptions about fail in order to learn hard lessons as economists her age. 
his country were not just ill-
informed but downright dangerous: 
"While we bear responsibility for • our problems, the caricature of 
Mexico being propagated in the 

Valer1e Hulkon United States only increases the 
despair on both sides of the Rio for showing that gender 

Paul Kennedy Grande," he wrote in the New imbalances have global 
York Times. After all, he reminded consequences. for looking ahead to the decline of the American empire. 
his U.S. audience, the United 
States' narcotics market drives his POLITICAL SCIEINTIST I BRIGHAM HISTORIAN I YALE UNIVERSITY I 
country's trafficking habit. Equally YOUNG UNIVERSITY I PROVO, UTAH NEW HAVEN, CONN. 

important this year has been his 
deeply researched, psychologically Kennedy literally wrote the book on imperial decline. His classic, 
insightful biography of Venezu- Hudson's indispensable 2004 The Rise and Fall of the Great Powers, charts the course of the great 
elan President Hugo Chavez, El study Bare Branches may have European empires, describing the pattern of economic expansion, 
Poder y el Deliria (The Power been partially responsible for the territorial conquest, and imperial overstretch to which countries 
and the Mania) , revealing the scaling back of China's one-child from Spain to Britain fell victim. Now, Kennedy has trained his sights f3 

"' emptiness behind the leader's policy; the book, written with on the United States, which, he says, is nearing the end of its own .. 
"!! 

pumped-up facade. Andrea den Boer, explored how imperial dominance. "Our dependency upon foreign investors will E 
unequal sex ratios in a country approximate more and more the state of international indebtedness ~ 

Best idea: Microfinance and cash might augur war, social unrest, and we historians associate with the reigns of Philip II of Spain and Louis ~ for the poor in Mexico and Brazil. other problems. This year, Hudson XIV of France-attractive propositions at first, then steadily losing "' 0 
u 

Worst idea: Hugo Chavez's "social- used her knowledge of the impact glamour," he wrote this year, adding, "Uncle Sam may have to come V> .. 
::; 

ism of the 21st century." of sex ratios on society to explore down a peg or two."ID 0 
J: .... 
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Laden's terrorist musings to go from Arabic to Eng
lish or, for that matter, to find nearly instant transla
tions from such non-English types on the list as Sayyid 
Imam al -Sharif (No. 10), the former jihadist whose 
renunciation of violence has outraged the bin Ladens 
of the world. 

So, if it's not language, then what factors nurture 
a country's production of thinkers whose ideas influ
ence decisions beyond their borders or change how 
the world talks about an important issue? Economic 
power and population size would seem 
to matter. Yet Japan, with the world's 
second-largest economy and more than 

Missing Links 

into a deep rut in the early 1990s, the intellectual fad 
for Japanese ideas faded along with it. 

Instead, the world turned its attention to other Asian 
economic miracles: Hong Kong, Singapore, South Ko
rea, and Taiwan. Thinkers who argued that the econom
ic success of these countries was rooted in their "Asian 
values" became very popular. Then came the Asian fi
nancial crisis of the late 1990s. Crony capitalism, lack 
of accountabili ty, corruption, and authoritarianism were 
singled out as major causes of the crisis, and the global 

appeal of the so-called Asian values and 
the thinkers extolling them waned. 

Today, the Asian countries that com
127 million people, is absent from FP's 
list of top thinkers. And ours is far 
from the only list on which Japan is 
not represented: Consider that only 16 
Japanese have won a Nobel Prize since 
its inception in 1901, while the United 
States boasts 320 laureates (even Aus
tria, with a population 15 times smaller 
than Japan's, has had 20 Nobel win
ners, four more than Japan). 

The global 
marketplace 
prioritizes 
those think
ers who come 
from either 

mand the world's attention are, of 
course, China and India. Yet, though the 
two giant countries are not missing from 
FP's list, the number of Chinese and In
dian thinkers who had an international 
impact in 2009 is surely lower than what 
their countries' sizes and global impor
tance would justify. In contrast, thinkers 
from Arab and Muslim countries have a 
comparatively larger presence than Chi
nese and Indians. Why? Thinkers who 
help us understand the threats we face 
are as much in demand as those who ex
plain a country's success. Neither India 
nor China is seen as a dangerous global 
actor today, but radical Islamist funda-

The case of Japan points to the fact 
that culture matters more in determin
ing a country's ability to produce world
class thinkers than its economic might or 
population size. The individuals whose 
arguments capture international atten
tion challenge and even disrespect reign-

very success
ful or very 
threate_ning 
countnes. 

ing ideas. But Japanese culture and its 
educational system do not encourage dissent and intel
lectual confrontation. Moreover, disruptive intellectual 
leaders are often highly individualistic, a trait not honed 
in societies where the community's collect ive well-being 
is more important than the rights of any single person. 

But even "culture" fails to fully explain why .Japan 
is missing. After a ll, a couple of decades ago Japanese 
thinkers had wide international appeal; with the .Japa
nese postwar economy roaring, Japanese management 
theories and ideas on governing were all the rage in the 
1980s. Books such as William Ouchi's Theory Z: How 
American Business Can Meet the japanese Challenge 
and Kenichi Ohmae's The Mind of the Strategist: The 
Art of japanese Business became major international 
best-sellers (though both Japanese popularizers were 
actually associated with American insti tutions- Ouchi 
was a Stanford University professor and Ohmae a con
sultant at McKinsey). In retrospect, it's clear that the 
appetite for these ideas and the celebrity of the thinkers 
who disseminated them had more to do with .Japan's 
widely touted "economic miracle" at the time than 
with its ability to permanently supply ideas the world 
is eager to consume. Once the .Japanese economy sank 

mentalism, jihadist-inspired terrorist at
tacks, the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, 

and the Middle East's always perilous situation have 
inevitably fueled the world's interest in the culture, his
tory, and nature of Islam and the countries where it is 
the dominant religion. 

A generation ago, dissidents from inside the Soviet Union 
such as Andrei Sakharov and Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn drew 
an enormous global following for their ideas on how to 
resist the totalitarian state. Today, Russian thinkers are 
absent from our list. That the Russians are missing may 
reflect the world's ambivalence about post-Soviet Rus
sia. If the global marketplace of ideas truly does prioritize 
those thinkers who come from either very successful or 
very threatening countries, then the international disinter
est in what Russian thinkers have to say is likely because 
Russia is neither perceived as a miracle economy nor a 
global threat. Sadly, it's also true that while the demand for 
Russian thinkers may be weak, the supply is also far from 
booming. These days Russia is simply not a major pro
ducer of the kind of ideas the world wants to hear. There 
are no modern Sakharovs or Solzhenitsyns. If there were, 
we'd put them on the list. m 
Moises Nairn is editor in chief of FoREIGN Poucv. 
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MISSING LINKS 

THE SSING 
Where have all the Sakharovs gone? 

By Moises Nairn 

HERE ARE THE JAPANESE? Why are 
there no Russians? Who else is miss
ing from FoREIGN PoLICY's list of 
the top 100 global thinkers? 

Look at the countries whose best 
minds are unrepresented on this list 
of those who've most shaped the 

conversation in 2009- a year of worldwide eco
nomic crisis and dangerous wars- and it's clear: 
Understanding who's not on the list is as revealing 
about today's global marketplace of ideas as debat
ing who's on it. 

Perhaps it's a simple matter of bias. After all, 
the United States and Britain are clearly overrep
resented, so maybe the explanation is just that the 
list is tilted in favor of those who communicate 
in English. But in today's world, when an idea at
tracts attention, it becomes available in English re
gardless of the language in which it was originally 
presented. Satellite Tv, the Internet, and other 
modern communications technologies have only 
accelerated the process by which local ideas reach 
a global audience. It takes no time for Osama bin 
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