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This week in

Jobs for this week
LOOKING AHEAD TO 2018
Ruth decides on her garden priorities 

CHRISTMAS WASTE SORTED
How to find uses for festive rubbish in the garden

MOVE A DECIDUOUS TREE
How to relocate a lifeless young tree

DIGGING IN AUTUMN’S GREEN MANURES
It’s a natural way to improve soil, says Ruth

TOP TIPS TO KEEP THE GARDEN TIDY
Sweeping paths and patios gives an instant boost

RENEW YOUR SUBSCRIPTION!
Take us up on a great offer

4
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35

Product tests and offers
DWARF PATIO RASPBERRY OFFER
Special opportunity to get 3 for half price! 

TRIED AND TESTED
We trial four outdoor tap insulators

39
42

Great garden ideas
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Top six varieties revealed by Graham Rice

PLAN FOR SUMMER COLOUR
What to do now for stunning results later

HOW TO USE VARIEGATED PLANTS
Bring light and interest to dark places

GET THE LOOK
How to use height to great effect

20
24
28
46

“Happy New Year! Christmas is past and it’s
time to focus on the new gardening year.
What will you be doing differently? Do you
have any special projects? My first task is to
plant a new apple tree, as my old one gave up
the ghost, but what variety to choose? I still
have to decide, but I need to get my skates on! 
What’s your first task or special project?”

Garry Coward-Williams, Group Editor

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
Page 35 for our special offer

Call	0330 333 1113
or:�amateurgardeningsubs.co.uk/BVM7

A
la

m
y

Gardening wisdom
PETER SEABROOK
Reveals the plants to look out for in 2018 

BOB FLOWERDEW
How perfect planning prevents problems!

LUCY CHAMBERLAIN
Grow blackcurrents and sow hot chillies

VAL BOURNE’S GARDEN WILDLIFE
What do spring flowers do for bees?

ANNE’S MASTERCLASS
The best way to take grapevine cuttings

YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED
Beating blight, early daffs, get rid of pampas!

YOUR LETTERS
Knobbly spuds, fairy rings, recycling mistletoe

TEA BREAK
Take a break and try our gardener’s crossword

HOW TO GROW RASPBERRIES
Easy to grow, they’ll provide harvests for years

TOBY BUCKLAND
Why plants with thorns are hard to resist!

10
15
16
19
31
32
37
40
44
51

“Let’s get the new year
organised!” says Ruth4

“How to plan for summer 
colour,” says Louise24

“Snowdrops are worth the 
money,” says Graham20

“Best way to take vine
cuttings,” says Anne31
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Give a gift subscription!
Call	0330 333 1113
or:�amateurgardeningsubs.co.uk/BXN7
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Gardening Week
with AG’s gardening expert Ruth Hayes

Looking ahead to 2018

A
LTHOUGH the garden takes no
notice of our human calendar,
we like to make a fresh start
when January rolls around.

This usually involves planning a
‘perfect’ year ahead when we will do all
the things we neglected last year and
avoid repeating the same mistakes.

One of my main pledges is to keep
the shed tidy. As the hub of the garden 
it starts off OK, but by the end of
autumn it has become a no-go
zone with toppling towers
of dirty pots, encrusted
tools, discarded plant
labels and tangled
twine. I daren’t even
look in the drawers.

It’s shameful, and
as I’m the untidy
gardener around here
the onus is on me to
keep it neat this year.

I also need to spend more
time on my houseplants, as they are
currently battling on despite my regime
of benign neglect.

If you are put off gardening by the
thought of failure, make 2018 the year
to get to grips with your soil and the 
plants that grow well in it.

If you are not sure about the pH of
your soil and the plants best suited 

A
ll

 T
im

e
In

c.

Ruth decides on her list of jobs to do during the year

The shed is a disgrace, but
this year I will keep it tidy

to growing in it, make it a resolution
to buy a soil-test kit (they are widely
available, relatively cheap and easy to
use) and do some research in garden 
centres, nurseries and online.

On the opposite page I list my main
resolutions for the coming year and
will keep you updated how I get on.

A couple of resolutions we could
all make, and which would benefit

gardens, plants, insects and wildlife, 
is to cut down on use of

chemicals and do more for
the nation’s endangered

hedgehog population.
Find organic methods
of combating pests
and, if possible, cut a
hedgehog hole in your
fence so they can travel 

further from garden
to garden to forage and

breed without needing to 
cross busy roads.

QWhat are your gardening resolutions
for this year – and did you successfully 
keep the ones you made last year? 
Let us know with a letter and
pictures if possible. Write to Wendy
Humphries, Letters Page, Amateur

Gardening, Pinehurst 2, Pinehurst
Road, Farnborough Business Park, 
Farnborough, Hants GU14 7BF.

Nothing to
be proud of!

1 Get into the habit of regular
weeding. Do a little bit on a

regular basis and you won’t need to
use weedkiller, which will benefit
your entire garden immensely.

Do a little
and often

Tackling a few small jobs
will make all the difference

Step

by step 

2 Keep on top of pests by nipping
potential infestations in the bud

– literally! – practising good garden
hygiene and attracting benefi cial 
insects and creatures.

3 Deadhead regularly. It prompts
plants to produce more blooms,

means they won’t waste energy
on making seeds and keeps them 
compact and neat.

4Install a butt (rainwater is better
for plants than tap water) and

water wisely, especially in summer
and during dry spells at other times.

Don’t go at your garden like a
bull in a china shop and wear
out your enthusiasm early on.

Do a little and often and you
will start to see a steady

improvement around 
your garden.

TopTip 

Keep houseplants
tidy and healthy
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My main resolutions for the year ahead are…
A handful of little things that I hope will make all the difference to my garden
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Pets in the garden: Next week

I look at what plants are safe to grow and

what plants pets love – such as catmint!

1Pruning: By starting with the removal of dead, damaged and diseased wood, good
pruning helps you create neat and healthy plants with prolific blossom and fruit. 

Get to grips with the tools you need, swot up on the best time of year to prune
different trees and shrubs, and see what a difference 12 months can make.

2I want to improve my luck with
seed-grown plants, especially

those sown outside. It takes patience,
protection and time, but is worth it!

3We’ve wanted a wildlife pond for
ages. Not only do ponds attract

amphibians, insects and wildlife, but they 
also increase the variety of plants you
can grow and are fascinating to study.

4A good garden has year-round
interest. Ours is glorious between

spring and autumn, but lacks winter 
colour. A scented Daphne odora,
wintersweet or mahonia is called for.

5Finally, I want to try growing
something new. A grape vine is high

on my wish list, as are Brussels sprouts
and anything intriguing I can find in the 
local market. Watch this space!
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Gardening Week

Christmas waste sorted

J
ANUARY 6 is traditionally the day
when the last of the Christmas
decorations should come down, 
leaving the house looking

unbearably bleak and empty.
The festivities are officially at an end

and if your household is anything 
like ours, they leave behind a
lot of mess.

There’s the Christmas
tree for starters,
plus mountains of
packaging, paper,
uneaten food, cards
and envelopes. So 
what to do?

A lot of it will
end up at the local
recycling centre, but a
fair amount can be put to
good use in the garden.

Your tree can be shredded if you
have the equipment and used as mulch
on borders or incorporated into the
compost heap. Pine needles also make
a great acidic mulch for lime-hating
plants including rhododendrons,
azaleas and blueberry bushes.

Your local authority should provide
plenty of information about what to do
with your festive waste.
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Find a use for festive rubbish in the garden, says Ruth

Recycle paper and cardboard on your compost heap

Where we live, real Christmas trees 
can be chopped up and placed in
your garden waste collection, if you
subscribe to it, or you can take them to 
the nearest recycling centre.

A couple of local charities also collect 
your tree after Christmas.

However, the council does 
urge people to take a

greener approach and
compost their trees
at home if possible
or buy a rooted one 
which can then
be grown on in a
container or garden.

Decorations made
out of greenery can

also be composted, but
remember to remove any

wire fastenings first. Berries
and rosehips can be put on the 

bird table.
But what about other waste? Non-

metallic wrapping paper can be added
to the recycling paper bin along with
cards and cardboard, but you can also
shred it and add it to the compost heap.

Don’t overload the pile with paper
waste, and make sure everything is 
thoroughly forked together.

Hundreds of trees are
recycled nationally

Put rubbish to
good garden use

1 If you add paper and cardboard
to your compost heap, tear it into

small pieces first and make sure it 
is incorporated well. 

Reduce landfill and help plants

with AG’s gardening expert Ruth Hayes 

TopTip
If you were the unwilling

recipient of a hideous festive
music CD this Christmas, never

fear. Come summer, hang
the CDs around your fruit

trees and bushes to
scare away the 

birds! 

2 Polystyrene packaging that
comes around white goods

and electricals can be broken
up to make practical lightweight 
container crocks.

Use leftover food
to feed the birds
Q Birds will be grateful for many of
your edible Christmas leftovers, but
do be careful what you give them.

Q Give them unwanted mince pies, 
Christmas pudding and cake –
anything that’s rich in dried fruit 
and packed with energy.

Q Roast potatoes are a good source
of fat, but cut them up small first.

QMild cheese is also good, as are
cut-up apples and unsalted nuts.

Q Avoid giving them anything salty
or containing chocolate, and don’t
leave out cooked meat as it will 
attract cats and vermin.

Birds love fruity
Christmas cake
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Pot to ground: When planting out a

pot-grown tree, check that the roots are healthy

and plant it as deep as its container rootball

Moving a young 
tree in winter
Q If you have bought bare-
root trees but the
ground is too wet or
frozen for planting,
heel them in until 
you’re ready.

QDig a trench
somewhere sheltered,
with one side at a steeper angle than
the other.

QPlace the trees in, making sure
their roots are below the ground, and 
in-fill the trench with soil.

Q Tread the soil to firm it and water
the roots well. The trees will be safe
here for up to a year until you are 
ready to plant them properly.

Heel-in trees in
a deep trench to
protect the roots

1 Dig a planting hole as deep as the
tree roots and slightly wider. Break 

up any hard rocks at its base.

6 Firm the soil, water it very well and
mulch afterwards. Don’t let the soil

dry out while the tree gets established.

3Start lifting the tree, making sure
you don’t damage the roots and that

they have plenty of soil around them.

4 When moving, wrap plastic or a
tarpaulin around the rootball to

protect the roots from drying out.

Step

by step

A
LTHOUGH gardening should
be a simple pastime, it does
occasionally heave a spanner        
into the works.

You might plant something, say, a
young tree or shrub, in a position that you
think will be perfect, but then realise a
year or two down the line that it has
outgrown its place or doesn’t look right.

Luckily, plants can usually be relocated
easily enough so long as it is the right 
time of year and they aren’t too 

Move a deciduous tree
Ruth shows you how to relocate a young, leafless tree

established. Deciduous trees and shrubs
should be moved in winter, so now is the 
perfect time.

Young trees relocate better than more
established ones. Complete the project
on a dull, still day when there is little
wind or sun to dry out the plant’s roots.

Use the old soil mark on the trunk to
gauge the depth of the planting hole.
Planting too deep will kill plants, and a
shallow hole where the roots are exposed 
will stop it thriving.

2 Add a thick layer of well-rotted
compost or manure so the tree

roots have initial access to nutrients. 

5 Once in its new home, hold the tree
straight and in-fill around it with

soil and well-rotted organic matter.

Moving a dormant young tree in winter
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If your tree is staked, try to
keep it attached during the

move to avoid disturbing the
roots more than necessary.

Afterwards, firm it in well and
make sure any tree ties are 

securely in place.

TopTip

Water the
roots well

Mulch your tree well to insulate
the roots and suppress weeds

Keep mulch off
the trunk as it can
soften the wood
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Gardening Week
with AG’s gardening expert Ruth Hayes

Digging in autumn’s green manures
It is a natural way of improving soil, says Ruth, but don’t sow it too heavily

I
SOWED a batch of green manure
in the autumn to help replenish
the soil in our raised beds after
their contents – onions, shallots,

broad beans – had been harvested.
They grew vigorously – I may have

sowed them a little too generously
– and needed digging in so I could
prepare the beds for springtime
planting in a few weeks’ time.

After digging in the plants I covered
them with a thick layer of compost
and will leave the soil to break down
and settle for several weeks before 
planting any crops.

Green manures are an easy way of
improving the nutrients and structure 
of your soil.

Depending on the variety, they are
usually sown on empty soil between
March and November and left to grow. 
Most green manures are varieties
of legumes and rye and help to fi x 
nitrogen in the soil.

Green manures have many benefits,
apart from improving the soil. Their
roots act as anchors, preventing soil
being washed away during heavy rain,
and their leafy growth smothers weeds.
The plants also provide habitats for
beneficial insects and amphibians that
will eat insect pests.

They can also be sown as companion

Dig in green manure so it can
rot down and enrich the soil  

Tidying up the strawberry patch – again!

Remove flowers, leaves and fruit 
that won’t ripen in winter

TopTip
To help the greenery break

down well after digging it in,
cover it with a generous layer

of well-rotted compost or
manure. This will also  

help to enrich
your soil.

WE had a relatively mild autumn here
in the south and my strawberry plants
have kept on growing and, amazingly, 
producing flowers and even fruit.

These needed to be removed 
now so the plants didn’t
expend all their energy
on flowers and fruit
that will never ripen in
winter temperatures.

I also cut away
old tatty foliage and
removed leaf litter
and debris that had
accumulated around the 
base of the plants.

It is important to practise good
garden hygiene around your plants
because low-growing strawberries
offer easy sanctuary for all sorts of 
pests and fungal diseases.

Start sowing green
manure in spring

plants to distract pests away from 
valuable crops.

However, be aware that perennial
green manures such as forage rye can
re-grow after being dug in and may
need to be covered with a layer of black

plastic to stop them coming back.
If sown too thickly they can also take

a long time to rot down after being dug 
in, so you may need to remove and
compost some of the above-ground
growth instead of leaving it in situ. 

While clearing away dead foliage and 
tree leaves that had blown onto the
strawberry patch, I also found some

new plantlets growing off runners
sent out by the mature plants.

These had rooted and
were growing well, so I

cut away the shrivelled
runners attaching them
to the parent plant and 
will grow them on.

The mature plants
will be three years old

next year, so it will be
time to dispose of them

and start a new strawberry
bed elsewhere in the garden. 

I will populate it with young
strawberry plants potted up from
runners and stored in the greenhouse 
over winter. 

These young plants
will be planted out 
next year
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Time for my crystal ball…

I
N the past, the first AG of the new
year has been my opportunity to do
a bit of stargazing; to forecast what
gardeners might expect in the next

few years. Quite honestly, things are
changing so fast now it’s difficult to keep
up with what has happened, let alone
think about the future.

For example, Husqvarna has a video of
an autonomous lawn-mowing system for
the future with two drones. A small one
goes out to assess and measure up lawns,
the other carries nine robotic mowers and
flies to the already measured up areas.
On arrival, it drops off the mowers which,
with military precision, set off mowing
the grass, steering around obstacles and
even recording fallen branches to alert
tree surgeons to come and tidy up.

Once the grass is cut, quietly, with zero
emissions and in an environmentally
friendly way, the mowers fit back onto
their drone and fly off to the next lawn
cutting site. You can see this for yourself
on the internet at�husqvarna solea

What we will have this year is a quite
remarkable plant introduction, rooted 

Peter forecasts plants that will make their mark in
garden centres, and perhaps your garden, this year

Gardening Week
with Peter Seabrook, AG’s classic gardening expert

Listen to Peter's
free podcast every

Thursday. Search for
'This Week In The
Garden with Peter

Seabrook' on
iTunes

“Things are
changing so

fast now”

Look out for Rosa ‘Charisma’, which
incorporates fragrance and disease resistance 

from cuttings and flowering non-stop
from May to November. It will be well-
named ‘Sunbelievable’. One plant
produced over 1,000 blooms last year and
the flower power is truly unbelievable.

Fragrance in flowers is getting attention, 
with Verbena ‘Scentsation’ (Mr
Fothergill’s) a good example. This 

Peter’s tips 
for 2018

compact three-colour mixture has been 
bred from one plant found by Brian
Talman in the Newmarket trials.

Rose perfume is usually genetically
linked with susceptibility to disease like
black spot, and now we see the rose
‘Charisma’ with both disease resistance
and very good fragrance. Begonias too are
coming with more fragrance. Watch out 
for the ‘Bounty Series’ in 2019.
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All this growth and flower from one
rooted cutting. ‘Sunbelievable’ flowered
from May to late November outside last year 
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Disease resistance is being bred into
plants, and garden pea ‘Terrain’
(T & M), for example, is resistant to
mildew and is the cultivar to sow in 
July for late crops.

Optigrow (Mr Fothergill’s) are pre-
germinated seeds of 20 different
kinds, which will grow more quickly.  
Early sowings of parsnip and
carrot with this treatment are
recommended. (Pictured above) the
longer carrot is from Optigrow seed,
the shorter from untreated seeds.

Expect more compact growing of
edible ornamentals for patio
containers such as runner bean 
‘Jackpot’ (Marshalls). 
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Gardening Week
with AG’s gardening expert Ruth Hayes
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Keep hard surfaces tidy

I
F your garden is looking a bit winter-
worn and bedraggled, and the soil is
too cold or wet to work, you can
make an instant improvement by 

clearing up your hard surfaces.
Drives, paths, patios and

decking accumulate all sorts
of muck and debris in
winter, even long after
the last leaves have fallen,
and a quick spruce-up
improves the appearance
of the whole garden.

On a practical level it helps
to keep patio drainage channels
clear, reducing the risk of clogged
drains and flooding.

Sweeping up also removes damp
places where pests and fungal spores
shelter. Leaving them littering the patio 

or banked up against walls simply stores
up potential problems for the future.

Pressure washers are a brilliant tool,
but be selective where you use them.

They are an easy way of blasting
grime, moss and algae off

drives and paths made of
Tarmac, but take care when
using them on brickwork.

The force of the water
can wear away or dislodge
the mortar between bricks

and block paving. Instead,
use a stiff brush to sweep

away debris, and invest in a
weeding scraper (such as the one

made by Wolf Garten) to dig out weeds
from between paving stones and bricks.

The sharp blade of a hoe is another way 
of dislodging stubborn patio weeds.

Q Decking looks wonderful in sunny
climates, but can be hazardous here 
in the damp UK.
Q It retains moisture, becomes
perilously slippery when wet
(especially if it acquires a coating of
fallen leaves or algae) and harbours
fungal growths.
Q If replacing it is not an option,
sweep and pressure wash it regularly
to keep it clean and prevent a build-up
of algae and fallen leaves.
Q You can also paint it with a an anti-
slip sealant such as Watco Decksafe or 
Decksafe Advanced. 

Q Alternatively, replace it with a
widely available non-slip product 
such as Gripsure or GripDeck.

Tending to paths and patios gives an instant boost, says Ruth

Dislodge weeds with
a sharp hoe blade

Don’t use your
pressure washer if

freezing conditions are
forecast, as the resulting

frozen dampness will
create slippery 

paths.

TopTip

Blast slippery algae off your
decking with a pressure washer

Things to
do near you

What’s

On 

Q Please send details and images
of any events happening in your
area to ruth.hayes@timeinc.com or
address them to What’s On, Amateur

Gardening, Pinehurst 2, Pinehurst
Road, Farnborough Industrial Park, 
Farnborough GU14 7BF.
Q Listings need to be with us at 
least six weeks in advance.
QAll details are subject to change without our knowledge, so
please always check that the event is still going ahead before 
leaving home.

Check that decking is safe to use

6 Jan-25 Feb: Women in
Horticulture exhibition: RHS Harlow
Carr, Crag Lane, Harrogate, North
Yorks HG3 1QB.	 01423 565418,
� rhs.org.uk/gardens/harlow-carr
8 Jan-25 Feb: Bath House Gallery –
Japanese Gardens exhibition: RHS
Harlow Carr, Crag Lane, Harrogate, 
North Yorks HG3 1QB.
	 01423 565418,� rhs.org.uk/
gardens/harlow-carr
10: Tree Identification – Winter
Twigs and Conifers: RHS Wisley,
Wisley Lane, Woking, Surrey GU23
6QB.	 020 3176 5830,� rhs.org.
uk/gardens/wisley

11: Social media for Gardeners:
RHS Wisley, Wisley Lane, Woking, 
Surrey GU23 6QB.	 020 3176
5830,� rhs.org.uk/gardens/wisley
12: Winter Walk and Talk: RHS
Wisley, Wisley Lane, Woking,
Surrey GU23 6QB.	 020 3176
5830,� rhs.org.uk/gardens/wisley
17: What Now? Your Garden in
Winter: RHS Garden Rosemoor,
Great Torrington, Rosemoor,
Torrington, Devon EX38 8PH.
	 020 3176 5830,� rhs.org.uk/
gardens/rosemoor
17: Make Your Own Natural Beauty
products: RHS Harlow Carr, Crag
Lane, Harrogate, North Yorks
HG3 1QB.	 020 3176 5830,
� rhs.org.uk/gardens/harlow-carr

Enjoy a bracing walk
and talk on 12 January

Keep drainage gutters clear
to reduce the risk of fl ooding
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Gardening Week
with Bob Flowerdew, AG’s organic gardening expert

I
’M sure you’ve heard the saying
“Failing to plan is planning to
fail” and this is certainly true in
gardening. I hate wasted effort – 

worse when it’s my own fault.
You know the situations: getting to the

top of the steps with the hedge-trimmer
to find you’ve not turned the power on,
or realizing after something big and
heavy has been moved with a great deal
of effort that it’s in not quite the best
place. I’ve even seen people setting a
wheelbarrow down and then carrying 
heavy things over to it!

I endeavour to think through every
task, choice or change several times…
sort of walk it out in my mind over and 
over again.

My wife maintains I simply
procrastinate, putting off every job as 
long as possible. Maybe.

There’s a right time for everything
in gardening, and the day you think
of something may not be the day best
suited to it. The skill lies in arranging
tasks so each is taken in turn at the best
time and none rushed (and so badly 
done) or left too late.

The danger lies as you become more 

Think before you act to be a better gardener, says Bob

“There’s a
right time for
everything”

Take time to think about what
you’ll do next in the garden

enthusiastic: you take on more tasks as
you expand into more areas with, say, a
greenhouse or water feature, and very
soon can acquire more plants to look 
after than you can keep up with.

Planning is the answer and a
most useful assistance to keen
gardeners is a notebook – paper or
electronic – and always to hand. In
this can be written ideas, routine jobs, 

T
im

e
In

c

A
la

m
y

T
im

e
In

c
T

im
e

In
c

T
im

e
In

c
A

la
m

y

little plans, lists and sketches drawn.
This can be, or combines well with, a
diary (for any year) as a note can be
made on the best date as a reminder 
when it comes round so then it’s 
not missed.

There is another saying: “The
difference between a good and bad 
gardener is about a month”.

Bob’s top tips
for the week

Plan to avoid mistakes

1Sort out your garden shed… go on,
you know it needs it. And make

your greenhouse clean and tidy too.

2Go through your seed packets
and sift out all those that are well

out of date, seal them in a container 
and bury as a time capsule.

3Scratch then paint your post
code in several places – some

hidden – on each of your most
valuable tools and machinery.

4For a green table decoration,
slice the top off a big carrot,

stand in water and it’ll soon grow an 
attractive tuft of feathery leaves.

Make notes for future
reference and as

an aide memoire for
things to be done
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T
HERE is no fruit to match
the intensity of flavour of a
blackcurrant. The whole bush is
literally bursting with fragrance

and you can release the distinct aroma
just by brushing past a plant.

Robust, trouble-free and prolific, the
bushes are so simple to grow. Happy in
sun or shade, one bush is all that’s
needed because plants are self-fertile. 

If you have room, the vigorous and
lofty ‘Ben Hope’ is very abundant and
worthwhile growing. For those with
tiny plots, compact ‘Ben Sarek’ is for
you, and it grows happily in a pot.

Blackcurrants crop best on vigorous
two and three-year-old wood, so an
unpruned mature plant will ultimately
become less and less productive. Here’s 
what to do (see right).

Gardening Week

Place covers over fan-trained peaches 
IF you’ve ever seen a peach, nectarine or
almond tree affected by peach leaf curl
you’ll know what a destructive fungus
this can be. Every affected leaf becomes
grotesquely distorted, blistered and
bright pink. Sadly, the leaves then dry up
and fall prematurely, which can severely
weaken a tree – especially when attacks
come year after year (which they often do
once established). With no fungicides
available to control the disease it sounds
pretty disastrous, but all hope is not lost.

The fungal spores will only germinate if
the tree is wet. Moving patio pot-grown
plants into a cold greenhouse is one
solution. Larger fan-trained trees can be
covered now with a clear polythene sheet
to prevent infection. The cover needs to
be in place until April, so make it robust.

Blackcurrants
are self-fertile

Grow your own blackcurrants
All you need is one bush to grow these tart fruits, says Lucy

with Lucy Chamberlain, AG’s fruit and veg expert

Pruning
established

blackcurrants

2Most established plants simply
need the older wood removed

to make way for new stems. Using
loppers, cut out any dark-barked
stems to the base – these are the
oldest. Two-year-old wood tends
to be grey, whereas new shoots 
are rusty brown.

3The remaining grey and brown-
barked stems will crop well so

can be largely left in place. The only
task now is to remove any weak or
low-lying stems. These will produce
berries that will dangle on the soil,
where they will be damaged by 
rain and pests.

1If you are faced with a severely
neglected plant that is congested 

but otherwise healthy, begin by
cutting all the stems back to 2in
(5cm) above soil level. Loppers are
the best tool for this. It may sound
drastic, but vigorous plants will
respond well to such treatment.
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By covering my fan-trained
peach with a polythene
sheet, I’ll easily keep the
destructive peach leaf curl
fungus at bay

Step

by step 
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Choosing a compost bin 
WITH all but the hardy winter crops
finished, and your plot suitably cleared
and tidied, it’s likely that your compost
heap is burgeoning during these chillier
months. Composting garden waste is a
great way to relieve pressures on landfill
sites, creating useful organic material in
the process that has great benefit as a soil 
improver. Larger heaps can generate
greater heat, which in turn gives
speedier, more thorough decomposition
and better compost as a result. Passing
your garden waste through a shredder or
chopping it up finely with shears
produces more surface area on which
microbes can work, and a thorough mix
of woody and sappy materials offers the
best blend of ingredients.

But what about the containeryou put it
in? Well, there are three standard types – a
slatted wooden bin, the plastic ‘Dalek’ bin
and rotating compost tumblers. Slatted
wooden bins can be built to any size, so if 
you have a larger plot you can take
advantage of the ‘fast’ composting
method. Turning over the heap is also
easy. Don’t leave large air gaps in the side
– you want the heap to remain moist.

‘Dalek’ bins are what most people can
accommodate in their garden. They are
convenient, make little mess but rot
down slowly due to the relatively small
volume of compost added.

Rotating bins are more costly but take
the effort out of turning the heap over,
which is essential for thorough
composting. My first choice would be a
wooden bin if you have the room for it.

Sow the hottest
chilli peppers
WHEN I was first discovering hot
chillies a couple of decades ago, we’d
habitually quote ‘Bird’s Eye’, ‘Scotch
Bonnet’ and ‘Habanero’ as the most
scorching you could get. Their heats, 
measured in Scoville heat units
(SHU), were 100,000SHU,
350,000SHU and 500,000SHU
respectively.

How things have changed! It’s a
testament to their popularity that we
now not only have a whole different
set of different chilli varieties to
choose from, but also a new, more
accurate method for measuring
their heat, too. ‘Bhut Jolokia’
(1,000,000SHU), ‘Trinidad Moruga
Scorpion’ (2,000,000SHU) and
‘Carolina Reaper’ (2,200,000SHU)
are presently the top three. SHUs,
which were measured by a tasting
panel, have now moved aside for
ASTA (American Spice Trade
Association) pungency units,
which are measured via liquid
chromatography. What does all this
mean for gardeners? Now is the time
to start sowing these heavyweights!
Incredibly hot chillies such as these
take time to build their heat.

A January sowing into a well-lit
heated propagatorwill give hotheads
the best chance of producing chilli
peppers. Set the temperature to at
least 22°C, use good-quality seed
compost, keep it just moist at all times
and wear latex gloves when handling 
the seeds. Good luck!

THERE’S something satisfying about
writing out a white plastic label for
your latest sowing. Named and dated,
it’s like a pat on the head for your
precious seedlings once they’re safely
tucked up in their seedbed. Needless
to say, keen growers can accumulate
quite a few of these over the year.

So with your recycling head on, now
is a great opportunity to clean them up,
ready for sowings to start in earnest
next month. The ink from permanent
markers is a nuisance to remove so I
use pencil, which is just as long lasting.
A quick run under a hot tap then a
gentle rub with a scourer and they’re  
as good as new. Job done.

Clean up old labels  

Plastic
‘Dalek’ bin

A scouring pad
will remove
pencil from
your labels

Next Week: Force rhubarb, improve waterlogged

plots, control rots on winter salads (especially lettuces),

grow quinces, bitter pit on stored apples

Wooden
slatted bin

Rotating
compost tumbler
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‘Carolina
Reaper’ 

Bhut Jolokia
‘Trinidad Moruga 
Scorpion’ 
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P
ICTURE perfect anywhere in the
garden, this superb magnolia
produces magnificent displays of
rose pink petals that elegantly

unfurl from downy, silver buds to form 
large, goblet shaped blooms.

Grown as a standard, this low
maintenance deciduous shrub reaches
only 60in (1.5m) tall and is compact
enough for a pot on the patio, or as a focal
point in borders.

Supplied as a bareroot 40in (1m) tall.

Q Buy 1 for only £9.99 Was £29.99
Q Buy 2 for £17.98 Was £59.98

Reader offer From

Patio Standard Magnolia

�

(Maestro only)

(Maestro only) 

My card number is

Valid from Expires end Issue no.

PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS

Signature

(Mrs/Miss/Ms/Mr/Title)

Address

Postcode

Telephone Date of birth

Amateur Gardening is published by Time Inc. (UK). Your personal information is collected by Time Inc. (UK) in order to process
your order.

Q Please tick here if you would prefer not to be contacted by Amateur Gardening or Time Inc. (UK) by post or telephone for the purpose of research or marketing of

Time Inc. (UK)’s products or services.

Q Please tick here if you would prefer not to be contacted by other organisations carefully selected by Amateur Gardening or Time Inc. (UK) by post or telephone for

the purpose of research or marketing such organisations’ products or services.

Would you like to receive emails from Amateur Gardening and Time Inc. (UK) containing news, special offers and product and service information and take part in our 

magazine research via email? If yes, please enter your email address below.

Email

6 JANUARY / AGT358Z

WAS
£29.99
NOW

£9.99!

QPRIORITY ORDER ONLINE
� thompson-morgan.com/amateurgardening

TELEPHONE ORDER LINE

0844 573 2021
please quote AGT358Z.

How to

order

All orders will be acknowledged by letter or email,
advising you of the expected despatch date. This
offer is subject to availability. Offer enquiry line
	 0844 573 2021. Order lines are open 9am to
8pm (weekdays) and 9am to 6pm (weekends). All
correspondence concerning this offer should be
sent to: Amateur Gardening Magnolia Offer, Dept
AGT358Z, PO Box 162, Ipswich, IP8 3BX. Your
contract for supply of goods is with Thompson
& Morgan (terms and conditions available on
request). Delivery to UK mainland addresses only.
Offer closes 28th January 2018. Magnolias will be 
despatched from January 2018 onwards.

Amateur Gardening, Magnolia Offer, Dept AGT358Z, PO Box 162, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP8 3BX

Magnolia Offer AGT358Z
Amateur

CODE PRODUCT Price QTY Total

TCB10587A Magnolia ‘Red Lucky’ x 1 £9.99 £

TCB11998A Magnolia ‘Red Lucky’ x 2 £17.98 £

TCB78507A Magnolia Complete Pot Collection x 1 £19.97 £

TCA56850P Large Patio Pot & Saucer x 1 £9.99 £

TCA59095P Large Patio Pot & Saucer x 2
£17.99

£

TCB47551 Incredibloom Fertiliser 1 x 100g Sachet
£4.99

£

TCB47552 Incredibloom Fertiliser 1 x 750g Tub £12.99 £

£4.95

£

P&P

I enclose my cheque no………..................... Value £………......................

made payable to: T&M (with your name and address on the back).

To pay by Mastercard/Visa/Maestro (delete as applicable) complete 

card details opposite.

Total
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A Bombus

terrestris queen

A fresh start

T
HERE’S a tradition in gardening
of counting the number of
flowers out on New Year’s Eve.
Some are lingerers: the cosmos

that refuses to give up; the salvia defying
the elements; the soggy rose clinging to
life. I salute their resilience but find them
slightly annoying, because it’s fresh
flowers I desire now – the ones that
declare a new gardening year is upon us.

I’m afraid I don’t buy flowers. All mine
come from my garden and celebrate the
season. In sheltered south-facing spots
the Algerian winter iris (Iris unguicularis

‘Mary Barnard’) will send out single
cobalt-blue flowers. It picks perfectly in
bud and unfurls in the kitchen. Add some
sprigs of acid-yellowwinter jasmine
(Jasminum nudiflorum) and the shrubby
ivory-white winter honeysuckle, Lonicera 

x purpusii ‘Winter Beauty’ and you’ve a
posy for the kitchen table.

Crocuses are already making an
appearance. My first is always Crocus

sieberi subsp. sublimis ‘Tricolor’. This will
push through snow in my garden and
that’s just what it does on Mount Chelmos
in Greece,where it flowers in May. Looking
like a boiled egg encased in purple foil, it’s

Winter flowers are uplifting for us and
vital for the fi rst bees of the year, says Val 
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Crocus sieberi subsp. sublimis ‘Tricolor’
pushing through the snow at Spring Cottage

good in a pot and around fruit trees. My
snowdrops are coming out too and all these
flowerswill attract the first bees of theyear.
I remember a trip to Ireland in late February
in grimweather,when I sawhundreds of
tinywild bees on the snowdrops at
Altamont in CountyCarlow. I envythe
people there aswe are no longer blessed
with manywild bees in the Cotswolds.

My first sighting is usually the buff-
tailed bumblebee (Bombus terrestris) – the
queen bees can forage on warm
afternoons in January, depending on the 
weather. In colder winters it may be 

Q Val Bourne is the author of The Living Jigsaw (Kew Publishing)

“I saw hundreds of
tiny wild bees” 

February or even March. This large, very
common bee produces two broods per
season, a term known as bivoltine, and the
second generation has a diapause. That’s
nothing to do with cats. It means that
development is paused in some so that
generation one takes longer to develop. 

This is the bee that often uses an old
mouse orvole hole as a nest, because bees
are not well equipped to dig and burrow.
The queens emerge from their hole and
need immediate sustenance to survive.
Nectar is their energy drink, but they also
need protein-rich pollen to breed. So
winter flowers are far more than a pretty
posy to them – they’re vital for survival.

Gardening Week
with Val Bourne, AG’s organic wildlife expert

TIP If you find a cluster of
soggy foliage, leaves or

twigs, make sure you leave it alone
as it’s probably covering a bee hole.
I found this nest of Osmia bicolor,
the two-coloured mason bee, in 
my vegetable patch.
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R
ECENTLY, da Vinci’s Salvator

Mundi became the most
expensive painting ever sold at
auction. They say that a thing is

worth what someone is willing to pay for
it – and in this case someone was willing
to pay just over £300m! So when I read
that, two years ago, a single snowdrop
bulb sold for £1,390, it got me thinking:
how much would I be prepared to pay?

OK, we all love snowdrops and their
visual reminder that spring is on its way;
but £1,390? That’s like the so-called
‘Tulip Mania’ of the 17th century, when
single bulbs exchanged hands for the
price of houses. Total madness.

Of course, the last thing you’d want to
do with a snowdrop bulb that cost £1,390
is stick it in a hole under the apple tree
and hope for the best. More likely, you’d
nurture and propagate it, then aim to sell
a dozen of them at a third of the price you
paid for your original! That’s business.

For us non-professional growers, 

there’s no disputing it: snowdrops can
be pricy. The slow speed of propagation,
combined with the current national –
indeed, international – enthusiasm for
their delicate flowers, means that £10 for
a single bulb is common. But are they
worth it? Even £5 seems a lot when you 

consider that you can buy a dozen daff
bulbs (or more) for the same price.

It all depends on what you want from
your plants. You’ll often see ‘single’ and
‘double’ snowdrops advertised, usually in
large quantities, at a very appealing price. 

“Choose carefully
and they’ll have

impact from
January to March”

The sight of the first snowdrops always lifts the spirits, those elegant
white blooms helping to banish any January blues 

These are ideal if you need a lot for
naturalising in grass or under trees.
However, the flowers of the singles are
small, and those of the doubles look
messy. Compared to these, the £3-£6 a
bulb varieties start to look more appealing 
– especially as the best increase well.

Choose carefully and they will have
impact in the garden from January to
March. You’ll appreciate their fragrance
on sunny days; they will look superb with
hellebores and you can snip the flowers
for lovely winter posies. And to my mind, 
that’s money well spent.

Snowdrops
It’s almost time to plant

Delicate, fragrant and a sure sign that spring is approaching, Galanthus really are priceless. 
But are bulbs costing £10 each (or more) really worth shelling out for, asks Graham Rice

Where to buy
AvonBulbs � avonbulbs.co.uk   
	 01460 242177
AshwoodNurseries
� ashwoodnurseries.com
	01384 401996
EdromNurseries� edrom-
nurseries.co.uk 	 01890 771386
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Top 6 snowdrops

‘Atkinsii’ (AGM) Very early, vigorous
and lightly scented, the rather slender
outer petals are shaped like pearl drop
earrings, and there’s an upturned heart-
shaped green mark on the inner petals.
Good in sun and shade, it quickly bulks 
up into clumps. H: 8in (20cm).

‘Hippolyta’ Distinctive double flowers
held on short stems amongst greyish
leaves with large hooded outer petals
and a neatly flared mass of inner petals
that look like rosebuds sliced across.
Outstandingly elegant compared with 
the usual double. H: 6in (15cm).

‘Magnet’ (AGM) Tall, vigorous, easy to
grow and distinguished by long, arching
flower stalks. These hold their rounded 
flowers (with that inner inverted-V
marking) well away from the main stem,
so they appear to dance merrily in the 
breeze. H: 5in (23cm). 

‘Merlin’ (AGM) Perhaps my favourite
snowdrop for the contrast between
the large white outer petals and the
completely green inner ones. Bold and
upright, with the flowers held above
the leaves, it is identifiable at ten  
paces. H: 10in (25cm). 

‘S. Arnott’ (AGM) The ‘desert island’
snowdrop of many enthusiasts. Tall,
with unusually thick, whiter-than-
white, rounded outer petals and a neat
green mark on the inner petals. One of
the best scented options, it increases 
well. H: 8in (20cm).

‘Viridapice’ Instantly recognisable, 
thanks to outer petals that bear a
distinctive bold green mark at the tips.
A duo of slender leafy bracts extend
above the flower, whose inner segments 
feature a neat, crisp, broad upturned 
green V. H: 6in (16cm).
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4 snowdrop gardens to visit

AngleseyAbbey, Cambridgeshire
More than 300 snowdrop varieties grow in beautiful grounds,
which include a winter garden. There’s also a plant centre and
an elegant country house to explore.�nationaltrust.org.uk/

anglesey-abbey-gardens-and-lode-mill

ColesbournePark, Gloucestershire
Probably the country’s premier snowdrop garden, with hundreds
of varieties to be admired. There’s a fine arboretum that features
many rare trees. Only open at weekends, so check website for 
details.� colesbournegardens.org.uk

Cambo,Fife
Home of the Plant Heritage National Collection of snowdrops,
with more than 300 varieties; you can even stay on site as self-
catering apartments are available in the 19th century house. 
� camboestate.com

EastLambrookManor, Somerset
Created by Margery Fish, this celebrated cottage garden
features an extensive collection of snowdrops, many
interplanted with hellebores and under shrubs. B&B is  
also available.�eastlambrook.com

Snowdrops
in pots Q Plant Galanthus

under deciduous trees
or in other light shade,
in well-drained but
fertile soil. Before
planting, improve the
soil with compost or
bagged soil conditioner.
If you garden on clay,

also boost drainage
by adding extra grit.
Q Plant about three
times the depth of
the bulbs, carefully
spreading out roots of
‘in the green’ plants.
Feed in autumn with
bonemeal; then again 

after flowering, with
a general fertiliser.

Planting and aftercare

Q Plant individual
varieties in deep
terracotta pots, using
John Innes Number 3 compost.
Q Feed with liquid tomato food
every two weeks while in growth. 
Q Repot every year in fresh
compost; August is the best time.
QNever allow the pots to freeze;
but don’t be tempted to bring them
into a warm room for more than a day
or two – they hate continuing heat.
Q Snowdrops are unsuitable for
larger mixed containers as their
seasonal routine does not fit well 
with other container plants.

‘In the green’
Q Unlike daffs and tulips, snowdrop
bulbs hate drying out, so mail order
specialists send them out ‘in the
green’ – in flower, or soon after,  
for planting straight away.

Q Clumps can be dug from the
garden in August, pulled apart and 
the individual bulbs replanted
immediately. Many gardeners see no
urgency, but if they’re left unplanted
they will suffer. Never buy dry bulbs 
from the garden centre.
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A
RE the dark nights and the
cold and grey of winter getting
you down? Then what better 
way to cheer yourself up

than by starting to plan a long season of
colour in the garden. It might seem too
early to be thinking ahead to summer,
but garden planning is a very worthwhile
New Year’s resolution to sign up to.

The key to packing the summer months 
with colour is growing as wide a mix
of plants as possible. Look to summer-
flowering bulbs such as gladioli, dahlias,
cannas and begonias. Annuals will flower 
from June to the first frosts, and there
are some perennials that – if sown early
enough – will flower in their first year.

Summer-flowering tender perennials
such as dahlias and cannas are available 
to buy now from specialist plant
catalogues and websites. And it’s a good
idea to get your orders in over the coming
weeks so you can secure the varieties you

January may be the gloomiest of months, but plan now and you can look orward to a
brighter future, courtesy of the most colourful summer flowers, says Louise Curley

have set your heart on, and not run the 
risk that they sell out.

Some annuals, those from warmer
climates than Britain, can be slow to
germinate or need a long growing season.

These are best sown between mid-
February and the start of March, as the
days are starting to lengthen. This means
you now have a couple of weeks in which
to scour plant lists and catalogues to
ensure that your chosen plants arrive in
time for early sowing. Also use this time to
wash seed trays and pots, clean your seed

labels and buy some fresh compost. If you
fancy investing in a heated propagator,
have a look at what is available – both
twowests.co.uk and greenhousepeople.
co.uk have good selections.

Dahlias, cannas and begonias are fine
to be potted up in February and March,
but you’ll need the space to keep them
somewhere frost-free until mid-May,
when they can safely be planted outside.
Perennials that will flower in their first
year need to be sown in February and
hardy annuals can be sown from mid-
March onwards. Half-hardies are a mixed 
bag; some are slow-growers and take
a while to germinate – these should be
sown in February and early March. Others,
like cosmos and nasturtiums, will romp
away quickly and are best left until April.

So forget the winter gloom and start
dreaming of – and planning for – bold
summer colour. I’ll bet you’re feeling 
more cheerful already. 

“The key is growing
as wide a mix of

plants as possible”

Get a head start for unbeatable

Bold colours really pop in the summer sunshine, and by mixing
annuals (such as cosmos and tagetes) with bright perennials
and zingy foliage plants you will ensure your borders stand out

Dahlias (below) and gladioli are
two summer essentials that

can be potted up next month
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9 bold beauties for summer 

Dahlia ‘Gerrie Hoek’
A waterlily-like dahlia in a pretty pale
pink shade, with the petals fading to
cream in the centre. Strong and robust,
it will bloom earlier than some dahlias. 
Makes a gorgeous cut flower, too. 
HxS: 39x32in (1mx80cm).

Canna ‘Durban’AGM
Not for the faint-hearted, this variety
has purple variegated foliage striped
with green, yellow and orange, and tall
stems topped with hot orange blooms.
Great for large containers or the back of 
borders. HxS: 6ftx39in (1.8x1m).

Gladiolus ‘Espresso’
The sultry red of this gladiolus looks
magnificent beside deep oranges and
acid greens. Plant in pots in March and
keep frost-free, or plant outside from
mid-April. Batch plant for a succession 
of fl owers. HxS: 39x6in (1mx15cm).

Rudbeckia hirta ‘Sahara’
This relatively new introduction has
a mix of caramel, copper and peachy
tones, with ruffled petals around that
classic dark central cone. Sow late
February to March and don’t cover seed
with compost. HxS: 24x18in (60x45cm).

Tithonia rotundifolia ‘Torch’
The Mexican sunflower is a half-hardy
annual. Tall stems make it perfect for
the back of a border, while the orange
velvety-textured flowers will add heat
to any planting scheme. Sow in March. 
HxS: 8ftx18in (2.5mx45cm).

Tagetes ‘Cinnabar’
A tall, branching marigold with finely
cut foliage and copper-orange/rust-red
single flowers. Looks lovely weaving
through borders and will last for ages in
a vase. Sow in March and provide slug
protection. HxS: 39x16in (1mx40cm).

Euphorbia oblongata
Produced from May to November, the
acid-green/yellow flowers are a great
foil to vibrant summer colour. Sow
February to March. The sap is an irritant,
so always wear gloves when handling
the plants. HxS: 20x18in (50x45cm).

Antirrhinummajus
Choose tall snapdragons such as
‘Liberty Classic Crimson’ or ‘Twinny
Appleblossom’ (above) for towering
spires of trumpet-like blooms, which
the bees will love. Sow in February and
early March. HxS: 27x12in (70x30cm).

Coreopsis ‘Early Sunrise’ (AGM)
This is a perennial that flowers in the
first year if sown in February, producing 
golden-yellow double blooms on
compact plants. Grow in pots or at the
edge of borders. Cover seeds with a light
layer of compost. HxS: 18x15in (45x35cm).
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3 essentials for bold summer pots 

Cosmos ‘Sonata Carmine’
This compact cosmos is perfect for container growing. Over  
a long period it produces an abundance of deep-pink flowers, 
surrounded by attractive ferny foliage. Half-hardy, but quick-
growing, so wait until April to sow. HxS: 20x18in (50x45cm).

Schizanthus ‘Angel Wings’
Known as the butterfly flower, this half-hardy annual 
forms bushy plants with finely cut foliage and exotic, 
orchid-like blooms in a variety of colours. When sowing, 
cover the seeds with a light layer of compost or 
vermiculite. HxS: 16x12in (40x30cm).

Planting knowhow

Bulbs
QWater lightly after potting up and
ensure compost stays on the dry side
until there are signs of life. Look for
shoots, or roots at the base of the pot,
before you start to water regularly.
QKeep somewhere frost-free.
QRepot if necessary.
QHarden off during May, then plant
out after all risk of frost has passed.
QProtect from slugs.

Annuals
QUse seed compost or 50:50
multipurpose compost and perlite.
Q Some seeds need covering with
compost; others need light to germinate
– check the seed packet for details.
QWater gently, using a watering can
fitted with a fine rose.
QCover with a propagator lid or clear
plastic bag to retain moisture. Remove
this once seeds have germinated.

For foliage fans

Foeniculum vulgare 
‘Purpureum’
Bronze fennel has frothy, feathery 
foliage – initially purple, then maturing 
to bronze-green – and tall stems 
topped with yellow umbel flowers 
that pollinators love. The flowers, 
foliage and seeds all have an aniseed 
fragrance. HxS: 6ftx18in (1.8mx45cm).
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Get a head start for unbeatable summer colour

Verbena rigida
A more compact version of the taller Verbena bonariensis,  
the densely packed flower heads in a rich purple or mauve  
(try ‘Polaris’, above) are a favourite with bees and butterflies.  
Sow February to March. HxS: 24x16in (60x40cm).

Hordeum jubatum
Foxtail barley teams green foliage with 
silvery-pink flower spikes that glisten 
in the sun. Grow in groups. A hardy 
annual, sow March to May, leaving seed 
uncovered. HxS: 24x16in (60x40cm).

For shady spots 

Nicotiana alata ‘Grandiflora’
This tobacco plant is perfect for a 
slightly shady spot where its creamy-
white, star-shaped flowers will sparkle. 
It also has a jasmine-like perfume as 
night falls. A half-hardy annual, sow  
in March and do not cover the seeds. 
HxS: 32x12in (80x30cm).

Dichondra ‘Silver Falls’
Silver-leaved trailing foliage is the 
perfect backdrop to pretty pastels or 
stronger colours. Great for baskets or 
containers, Dichondra does not mind 
a shady spot. Treat as a half-hardy 
annual and sow indoors in February. 
HxS: 3inx4ft (7cmx1.2m).
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How and where to use…

Tamsin Westhorpe throws some light on how
variegated planting can add sparkle to your garden

Variegated planting livens up beds and
borders, giving a long period of interest 

I
MAGINE how dull the garden
would be if plant foliage came
in just one shade of green?
Thankfully,there is a wonderful

collection of variegated plants to ring
the changes, helping to transform a
border by adding contrast and interest.

Variegation is the result of different
amounts of pigment in leaves and can
be a natural anomaly. Plants display
spots, stripes, freckles and splashes of
white, gold, red, pink, yellow or silver.
Lucky for us, then, that this dramatic 
foliage means we can plant large
collections of the same genus and enjoy
the contrast. The most useful of the
variegated plants are those that grow in
shade, completely transforming a dark
corner of the garden – as if the lights
have been switched on. With a plethora 

of different variegated hostas on offer
there is no excuse to have a dark and
dull display. Add some sparkle to your
hosta collection with the likes of the
new ‘Half and Half’ from Bowdens
(� bowdenshostas.com) or the readily 
available ‘June’.

However, variegated plants aren’t just
of use in shady spots. A favourite for a
sunny border is Agapanthus praecox

‘Variegata’. And must-haves for a sunny 
herb border are Mentha suaveolens 
‘Variegata’ and Salvia officinalis

‘Tricolor’. As you can see, the name of
the plant is often a giveaway that it has 
variegated foliage!

The gallery of evergreen plants
with variegation is impressive, with
Elaeagnus x ebbingei ‘Limelight’,
Ilex aquifolium  ‘Golden Queen’ and 

Pittosporum eugenioides ‘Variegatum’ 
being reliable choices. All these
evergreens are a great source of foliage
for florists. But if floristry isn’t for you,
bring the glamour of variegated foliage 
inside with houseplants. 

Keep up to date
I recently came across the Hardy Plant 
Society’s Variegated Plants Group
(� hardy-plant.org.uk/variegated).
Initially set up by Charles Leswell
in 1983, the group came under the
umbrella of the Hardy Plant Society in
1989 and was looked after by the late
Steven Taffler. Known as ‘Mr Variegated’,
he was responsible for the introduction
of many popular variegated plants, such 
as Tolmiea menziesii ‘Taff’s Gold’. In
conversation with Ian Warden, editor
of the group’s magazine The Sport,
he explained that the group aimed
to encourage interest in plant forms 

Variegated plants

Gardening solutions
with Tamsin Westhorpe
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Variegated plants for every situation

with variegated and coloured foliage, 
especially hardy perennials.

I asked Ian why variegated plants
held such value with group members.
“Foliage offers a long period of interest 
and variegated plants can provide
foliage in a kaleidoscope of markings
over a long period of time,” he said.
Ian explained that new variegated
plants are becoming available all
the time, with many varieties in
the commercially viable hostas and
heuchera genus. But he was also keen
to point out the more unusual. “Did
you know that there are two forms
of variegated horseradish? The large
leaves are splashed with cream and 
white. Similarly, there are many
interesting foliage forms of garden
euphorbias, Solomon’s seal, hellebores, 
honesty and lily of the valley.

“It’s almost impossible to come up
with an argument against growing
variegated plants. Of course, there is
the issue of plants reverting – this can’t 
be stopped from happening. Not all
variegated plants revert, but if you do 

spot plain-green foliage on your plant
then it needs to be removed.” Ian points
out that the reverted foliage contains
more chlorophyll and will therefore be
stronger and grow faster than variegated 
shoots. So prune out reverted shoots.

5 top tips for growing variegated plants

For pots – heucheras There’s an
incredible range of heucheras to
choose from with a multitude of
colourful variegation. Tough,
easy to grow perennials with tiny
summer flowers. Height: 30cm.

For the house – Sanservieria
trifasciataCommonly known as
mother-in-law’s tongue. Erect, succulent
foliage with attractive markings. An
easy-to-grow houseplant that thrives 
in sun or partial shade. Height: 1m

Q Keep an eye out for reverted
foliage (plain-green shoots) and
remove them before they take  
over the plant.
Q Avoid positioning variegated plants 
next to each other. Cushion them
between plain-green foliage plants to
allow their striking foliage to stand out.
Q Some variegated plants, especially
sun lovers, are at risk of losing their 

variegation if light levels are too low
for them, so position these with care.  
Q Be patient with your plants. As 
variegated plants have less
chlorophyll they have less energy.
This can result in slower growth.
Q Remember to prune out any
shoots that have turned completely
white as they will eventually die due 
to lack of chlorophyll.

For damp shade –Hosta ‘June’
Heart-shaped leaves splashed with
different greens. Ideal for a moist,
well-drained soil. Pale-blue flowers in
July. Has an RHS AGM. Height: 40cm

For year-round interest -Elaeagnus x
ebbingei ‘Limelight’ Robust shrub and
handy hedging plant. Thrives in sun or
partial shade. Its small autumn flowers
are scented. Height: 3m

For sun – Salvia officinalis ‘Tricolor’
An evergreen shrub that’s an essential
for the herb garden. Ideal for a sheltered
south-facing spot. Light-blue flowers in
early summer. Height: 50cm

For the collector –Convallariamajalis
‘Albostriata’ Variegated form of lily of the
valley and a striking perennial for a moist
but well-drained spot. Scented, early
summer, white flowers add interest in a 
woodland garden. Height: 25cm 
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Ask Anne!
Anne Swithinbank’s masterclass on: grapevine cuttings

How to take
vine cuttings

Q I’ve been offered some pruned
stems of outdoor dessert vines.

What is the best way to root them?
James Archer, Trowbridge, Wilts

AHome-grown grapes tend to be
smaller and often contain more pips

than those sold in the shops, but they
have more interesting flavours.
‘Siegerrebe’ and ‘Regent’ are suitable for
making wine or eating fresh, and the
strawberry grape is sweet and tasty.

My indoor/outdoor grape ‘Madresfield
Court’ is a muscat, producing black grapes
of rich, raisin-like flavour. Pot-grown and
trained as a standard, it is easily moved
into the greenhouse after pruning. Even
without heating, the extra spring warmth
brings it into growth and flower earlier,
enabling developing grapes to enjoy the
long season they need. Our plant is moved
back outdoors for summer and we tend to
eat most of the grapes straight from the 

vine. In colder
regions, potted
greenhouse
vines can go back
under glass in September to finish
ripening. Containerised standards are
also great for enjoying several different 
varieties where there is no space to
plant them out.

After their leaves have dropped and
before sap begins to rise in late winter,
vines are pruned back to within short
spurs of their framework. The one-year-
old, pencil-thick wood removed is ideal
for turning into hardwood cuttings.

These should contain at least three
nodes (areas where a leaf grew and a bud
sits) and the length will depend on the
vigour of the plant. Fast-growing
varieties planted in good soil might
deliver cuttings 18in (45cm) long,
whereas my plant in a pot tends to give 
me cuttings 6-7in (15-17cm) long. 

What’s the best way to
take grapevine cuttings?

The prunings from my ‘Madresfield Court’ (see
top right) will be turned into cuttings. Middle
right: ‘Siegerrebe’. Bottom right: ‘Regent’
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QPrune a previous year’s stem from
the vine in the usual way, by cutting 
just beyond a bud close to the 
older framework.

Caring for
the cuttings

Having cut the stems from
a plant, always keep them

the right way up. They
won’t root if you end up

planting them upside 
down. 

TopTip 

Water the cuttings in gently, using
a rose (sprinkler) on the can. Leave
them in an unheated greenhouse,
cold frame or set in the ground and
they’ll root and begin to grow during 
the following summer.

Q Starting from the base of a stem,
make a straight cut under the lowest
node (or bud) using a pair of sharp 
and clean secateurs. 

QLeave one or two nodes in the
middle, according to vigour, and
make a slanting cut 1⁄2-1in (1-2.5cm)
above the topmost node. One long
stem can yield several cuttings.

QDip the base in hormone rooting
compound ifyou have some. Insert 4-5
cuttings around the edge of a 4-5in
(10-13cm) pot filledwith 50/50 grit and
multipurpose compost. For longer
cuttings, use a long rose pot, or bury
them to two thirds in a slit trench.
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Ask the AG experts!

ANarcissus Paperwhite – there are
several wonderfully scented

varieties – is not as hardy as most other
varieties and, as your bulbs have been
forced, they will take a year or so to
recover before flowering again.

For the moment, remove leaves when
they wither, but leave plants in good light

indoors and continue watering to keep
the compost damp but not soggy.

Then, in spring, when temperatures
rise, move your plants to a warm, sunny
and well-drained border.

Feed them with fish, blood and bone
meal in August to boost growth when 
new roots start to form.

Are these daffodils an early record?
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Beating the blight

Q How can I clean my greenhouse
after my tomatoes were blighted 

last year?
Geraldine Hayes, Romsey, Hants

AThe plants should have been binned
or burned. If they were raised in

growbags, consign infected compost to a
part of the garden where you won’t be 
growing tomatoes.

If your plants were grown in the
greenhouse border, remove 6in (15cm) of 
soil and spread it over a bed or border
where tomatoes won’t be grown.

Sterilise the greenhouse with Jeyes
Fluid to reduce the risk of a further
outbreak from infected plant remains. 

Wash down greenhouses after blight

Uses of wood ash

Q What should I dowith ashes from a
log-burning stove? Can I scatter them 

on the soil or add them to the compost?
Gillian Rowancourt (via email)

AWood ash is best used to improve the
texture of clay soil – it makes it more 

workable. Simply scatter it over the
surface at 1lb (0.5kg) per sq m.

Alternatively, because of its calcium
content, sprinkle it around clematis,
helianthemums, verbascums and other
plants that thrive in chalky soil. Keep it
away from lime-hating plants.

Because the 2-6% potash that ash
contains, which encourages flowering
and resistance to disease, is quickly
leached out by rain, store it under cover.

Q My Paperwhite narcissus are flowering and smell beautiful. What should I do
afterwards? I assume that they won’t flower again next Christmas as they have 

been forced. Mark Walling, Barrow-in-Furness, Cumbria

Anna Toeman, Dr Jane Bingham, John Negus

Remove leaves of Paperwhite as they wither

As to whether your neighbour’s
blooms will suffer if temperatures
plummet, it is uncertain.

It all depends upon the garden’s
microclimate. If hard frost is forecast, I
urge you to tell your neighbour to cover
flowers with fibre fleece, removing it 
when the temperature rises. 
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Q My neighbour’s daffodils are out
in December! Could you tell me 

if this is a record?
Mrs S E Nicholson (via email)

AWithout doubt, we are
experiencing unprecedented

weather. Not since mediaeval times
has December been so mild.

Whether or not climate change
has triggered high temperatures is
debatable. What is apparent is that
spring-flowering bulbs have reacted to
it and are blooming many weeks ahead
of their normal blossom period.

Interestingly, your neighbour’s
daffodils, which are delighting him or
her (and no doubt you), and are in full
bloom now, cannot claim a place in the 
record books. Some years ago, they
were blooming just as early as they
are now, and we’ve had many recent
reports of plants cheering gardens 
in December.
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Many spring bulbs are
blooming earlier than usual

Keep wood ash away
from acid-loving plants

Caring for Paperwhites
after they have fl owered
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Write to us: Ask The AG Experts, Amateur Gardening magazine,
Pinehurst 2, Pinehurst Road, Farnborough Business Park,

Farnborough, Hants, GU14 7BF.
Email us: amateurgardening@timeinc.com

How can I get rid of my pampas grass?

Q The ink washed off the markers I’m
using to identify my seedlings. I

re-wrote them, but I’m not sure I got
them right! Can you help identify them?
Pauline Kingsley (via email)

A It can be quite difficult to identify
seedlings from the cotyledons (the

seedling leaves) as they are often very
different from the true leaves.

I quite agree with your identification of
the lupins and cosmos. I’m 99% certain
you have the godetia and coleus the right
way round, but you may need to wait for
the first set of true leaves to appear to be
absolutely certain.

There is a stray seedling among the
ones that are probably godetia – it is very
different from all the others.

It is likely to be something that was in
the compost, or has blown in, and I’m not

Help needed to identify these seedlings

P
K

in
g

sl
ey

M
o

rg
u

e
fi

le

A Pampas grass forms a tangled
mass of tough, thick roots (called

rhizomes) that are difficult to cut.
You could choose to dig it out, but be
prepared for hard work! Use a sharp-
edged spade, a pruning saw and an
axe for the tougher sections.

It is far easier to use a weedkiller
containing glyphosate, such as Roundup,
although you are likely to need repeated
applications over the spring and early 
summer to eradicate the Pampas  
grass completely. 

Glyphosate travels down to the roots,
killing the whole plant. It does not persist
in the soil.

Wait for new growth to appear in spring
before spraying. Do not cut the plant back
following spraying – allow the plant time
to move the weedkiller down to the roots. 
Take great care, though, as this
weedkiller kills all plants, including
hedges and lawns, so protect the plants
that you want to keep from both the
spray and spray drift. Follow the
manufacturers’ instructions carefully.

Remember to mark
your seedlings clearly

Quick

Questions

& Answers QWhat plant
produces

these amazing
berries?

Barbara Stacey
(via email)

A The shrub is
Callicarpa

bodinieri. A native of
central and western
China, it is much
admired for its dense
clusters of violet fruits, which
follow lilac flowers. The best variety
is giraldii ‘Profusion’.

Its leaves are a joy, too, developing
rose-purple tints in autumn. Easy to
grow, it’s happiest in ordinary well-
drained soil in full sun.

QWhen pruning a vine
in the rod and spur

system, how far along
each stem do you go?
Michael Crowe,
Tiverton, Devon

A Rod and spur
systems comprise

one vertical main stem (the
rod). In winter, all the side
branches arising from the main
stem are pruned right back to one
or two buds.

This leaves a vertical main stem
with short stubby spurs along its
length. In spring and summer the
buds will grow rapidly and form
new side branches, which can be
tied on to horizontal wires. These 
will bear the fruit.

QThis plant is taking
over part of a

border – what is it?
Meryl Bainbridge,
Milton Keynes, Bucks

A The flower is
Lysimachia punctata,

a cultivated form of the wild
yellow loosestrife.

A member of the primrose family, 
it is vigorous and questing – a
dominating coloniser, indeed –
which can ‘swallow’ other plants.

It is very colourful and happy in
full sun or light shade.

If necessary, move it to a part of
the garden where it won’t suppress 
less robust plants. 

Pampas can be hard work to remove

Q I have a pampas grass that has outgrown its space. I have cut it down as far as I 
can and burned the remaining dry matter. What do I do now?  

Geoff Gauntlett (via email)

really sure what it might be. Again, time
will tell, but given its vigour it might be
worth pricking it out soon otherwise it
could swamp the smaller seedlings.

It will already have a long root, but it
should be possible to get it out without
too much disruption to the rest of the tray.
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Q I brought a Norfolk Island pine back from
Greece and grew it for a number of years,

but it succumbed to a really bad frost. Is it worth
trying to grow another one?
Ernest L Jones, Chester

A I would like to say that the Norfolk Island
pine (Araucaria heterophylla) is hardy and

will come through a British winter. Sadly, it isn’t,
as it hails from Norfolk Island, a remote tropical
landmass in the Pacific Ocean.

Grow it indoors or in a greenhouse or
conservatory, heated in winter. Ideally, confine it to a 9in (23cm) pot in which it
will grow slowly to an accommodating height of around 5ft (1.5m).

Set the pot on a drip tray filled with gravel and water regularly from spring to
autumn, but sparingly in winter. If you position it indoors, where air is usually
dry, mist it regularly with lime-free water to simulate its native habitat.
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Q My Christmas rose (Helleborus niger) is already in flower, but the stalks seem
longer than usual. Is this normal?

TrevorMerrills,Wetherby, Leeds

Is my tall hellebore still healthy?

Pining for a lost pine

Norfolk Island pines
will do best indoors

The right care
Q How can I get my hippeastrum 

to flower next year?
MarjorieHopkirk, Dumbarton

AWhen your hippeastrum has
finished flowering, cut down

the flower spikes to their base,
leaving the leaves attached to keep
growing. Water and feed weekly
with liquid fertiliser.

Place the bulbs in their pots
outside or in the greenhouse during 
the summer, making sure they
are sheltered and shaded from
scorching sunshine and watered
regularly. Watch for pests.

In late September, you can move
the plant to somewhere with good
lighting and cooler temperatures of
around 13°C (55°F) for 8-10 weeks.
Stop feeding and reduce watering.

After this cool dormant period, cut
the remaining old leaves to 10cm
(4in) from the neck of the bulb.

Replace the top 2.5-5cm (1-2in) of
compost and restart the plant as 
though it were a new bulb.

Hippeastrums will flower year
after year with the right care
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Clematis pruning

Q I usually prune my
Clematis ‘Perle

d’Azur’ down to about
1ft (30cm) in February.
It now has a lot of new 
growth on the old
stems, so should I
leave it alone?
JoanAllum (via email)l

A If you leave your clematis to grow,
flowers will appear several weeks

earlier than if you were to shorten all
stems in late February.

I would reduce half the number of
stems to 9-12in (22-30cm) and leave the
remainder to continue growing. You will 
then have a long-flowering display.

Anna Toeman, Dr Jane Bingham, John Negus

Ask the AG experts!
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Clematis Perle d’Azur 

Hellebore stalks come in different lengths

A The flowers can appear from
December to March (it is also known

as Lenten Rose) so in theory yours is not
early, but I garden in the West Country so
to find yours so much ahead of mine
suggests it is a bit unusual.

However, growing conditions play a
large part, so possibly yours are in a
brighter spot, better established and you
have paid some attention to them – mine
are largely left to fend for themselves!

Christmas rose flowers appear on
stems ranging from just 3in (8cm) to as
much as 8in (20cm) tall and it can vary
from year to year how tall they get. To
encourage taller stems, ensure that the 

plants have a good and healthy growing 
season to build up their strength for
flowering the following year.

This can be achieved by feeding them
in early spring with general-purpose
fertiliser, and mulching with leaf mould
or shredded bark mulch.

As the flowers fade, deadheading them
to discourage seed production ensures
that all the plant’s energy is put into leafy
growth. The taller flower stems on your
plant may be reflecting what a good
growing season they had last year and
that you took just the right care of them.

They might also be a sign of generally 
mild weather.
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with Wendy Humphries

Your letters
Write to: Wendy Humphries, Amateur Gardening, Pinehurst 2,
Pinehurst Road, Farnborough, Hampshire GU14 7BF or email:
amateurgardening@timeinc.com. Please include your address.

I
HAVE been gardening on my
present plot for 55 years and have
always grown early and maincrop
potatoes. ‘Arran Pilot’ was my

favourite early back in the 1960s, but this
was superseded by newer varieties with
‘Maris Bard’ becoming my choice as a first
early and ‘Kestrel’ as a second early,
which I allowed to grow to full maturity.

The latter suffered from blight for the
last three years, and when I couldn’t
find ‘Maris Bard’ seed locally last year
I went back to my original ‘Arran Pilot’. 

An old favourite is back

Brian’s rather comical ‘Arran
Pilot’ spud weighed over 2lb

Star
letter

We had lovely new potatoes in July.
The last two roots were lifted in August

and produced, among others, this
misshapen monster potato, which
spanned 6in and weighted just over 2lb! 

I have never seen anything like it.
Brian Goldsmith, by email

Wendy says: Great to hear that the old
varieties are still going strong. The
knobbly bits are when the tuber becomes
rehydrated after a hot spell and the ‘eyes’
start growing. A devil to peel!
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A good view 
of the bay
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Michael’s
magnificent
standard bay 

I WAS interested in your article about
different trees for topiary (AG, 9 December 
2017). How about this for a bay tree
thriving in the north-east of England?

I planted it when it was about 18in
(45cm) tall and it has weathered all
winters well since then. I keep it in shape
once a year. Over the years, blackbirds
have found it a great nesting habitat, too. 
Michael Binks, Stockton-on-Tees, 
Cleveland

WE always put up
mistletoe at Christmas,
but when we take
down the decorations
on 6 January, instead
of throwing it on the
compost heap, we tie it
to the bird feeder to
give our feathered
friends a festive treat.
Ben Graham,
Tiverton, Devon
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Readers

Quick

Tips

Loving memory
I BOUGHT this rose
called ‘In Loving 
Memory’
shortly after
my husband
passed away
almost two
years ago.
It really came
into its own last
year and was at its best
in September. One evening all the blooms 
looked amazing and I took this photo. 
In memory of Michael Waters.
Christina Waters,
St Leonards-on-Sea, East Sussex

Wendy says: What a beautiful rose. 
Thank you, Christina.

Blooms are double
and slightly scented
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Share your stories, tips and photos with us and if your
letter is published you will receive a new book. When
you write in, tell us your favourite gardening topic. 

Plant hand-me-downs
are the best gifts of all

N
 F

ry

Photo

of the

week

The sentimental value of a
gifted plant makes it even 
more precious

DO your readers agree that plants given by friends and
family are more special than any other plant? This winter
iris started life as a division sent to me in the post by my
mother-in-law, who lives in Cumbria. It has formed a large
clump and starts flowering from October and continues
right through until spring. Another lovely ‘gift’ is a tecoma
that, through cuttings, has gone down the generations.

We don’t always get to see the family during the festive 
period due to distance, but seeing the iris in constant
flower is a lovely reminder of the person who sent it!  
Natalie Fry, Eastbourne, East Sussex

Wendy says: Gorgeous photo! Look out for our feature 
about winter irises in next week’s AG.

Flowering power of my
‘Double Ellen’ hellebore
THE picture here really does
not do my hellebore justice. It 
hasn’t stopped flowering
since it started at the
beginning of the year, and yet
there are signs of the new
buds getting ready to open
in the coming weeks.

It really must be in the
perfect position, which is in
front of my entrance door at
the side of our house, and only
gets the sun for a short time in
the morning. The border is
quite narrow and I thought
that I’d lost all the hellebores
that I’d planted about four
years ago. None of them have
done as well as this one, but
many are starting to show 
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Decorative fairy ring

Patricia’s crop of fly agaric
looking at their peak

I WAS interested to see a close-up shot of a reader’s toadstool,
(AG, 2 December). Here is a photograph of the marvellous display 
of fly agaric under my birch tree this year. No elves, I’m afraid.
Patricia Holden, Williton, Somerset

through after cutting the old
leaves down a fewweeks ago.
Frances Bunyan,
Caerphilly
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Laden with buds,
the long-flowering
‘Double Ellen Pink’
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T
HE multi-branching floricanes of Raspberry
‘Ruby Beauty’ bear superb yields of
deliciously sweet berries. Thornless stems
and a short stature make harvesting quick

and easy. Being low to the ground, they can be
netted with ease to protect the crops from greedy
birds and the sturdy stems won’t need supporting
either – perfect for the low-maintenance garden.
Height: 39in (100cm). Spread: 20in (50cm). Supplied 
as a 3½in (9cm) potted plant. 

Q Buy 1 for £9.99
Q Buy 3 for £14.99 – Saving Half Price 

Reader offer From

Dwarf Patio Raspberry

Raspberry
‘Ruby Beauty’

�
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the purpose of research or marketing such organisations’ products or services.

Would you like to receive emails from Amateur Gardening and Time Inc. (UK) containing news, special offers and product and service information and take part in our 

magazine research via email? If yes, please enter your email address below.

Email
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SAVE
HALF

PRICE

QPRIORITY ORDER ONLINE
� thompson-morgan.com/amateurgardening

TELEPHONE ORDER LINE

0844 573 2021
please quote AGT360Z.

How to

order

All orders will be acknowledged by letter or email, advising
you of the expected despatch date. This offer is subject to
availability. Offer enquiry line	 0844 573 2021. Order lines
are open 9am to 8pm (weekdays) and 9am to 6pm (weekends).
All correspondence concerning this offer should be sent to:
Amateur Gardening Raspberry Offer, Dept AGT360Z, PO Box
162, Ipswich, IP8 3BX. Your contract for supply of goods is
with Thompson & Morgan (terms and conditions available
on request). Delivery to UK mainland addresses only. Please
note that we cannot deliver this product to the following
postcode areas: GY, HS, IV41-IV56, KW15-KW17, PA34, PA41-48,
PA60-PA78, PA80, PH40-PH44, TR21-TR24, ZE1-ZE3. Offer
closes 28 January 2018. Plants will be despatched from 
January 2018 onwards.

Amateur Gardening, Raspberry Offer, Dept AGT360Z, PO Box 162, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP8 3BX

Raspberry Offer AGT360Z
Amateur

CODE PRODUCT Price QTY Total

T56389C Raspberry ‘Ruby Beauty’ x 1 £9.99 £

T56390PD Raspberry ‘Ruby Beauty’ x 3 £14.99 £

T56391B Raspberry ‘Ruby Beauty’ x 1 3lt Potted Plant £17.99 £

T69484P Raspberry Patio Collection x 1 £19.99 £

T58828 Incredicrop® 1 x 100g Pack £4.99 £

T57060 Incredicrop® 1 x 750g Pack £12.99 £

T56850P Large Patio Pot & Saucer x 1 £9.99 £

T59095P Large Patio Pot & Saucer x 2 £17.99 £

£4.95

£

 

P&P

I enclose my cheque no………..................... Value £………......................

made payable to: T&M (with your name and address on the back).

To pay by Mastercard/Visa/Maestro (delete as applicable) complete 

card details opposite.

Total



Crossword

KEYWORD TO WORDSEARCH 392 (AG 25 NOVEMBER)
OLEANDER

AND THE WINNER IS: MISS HILARY PETTICREW,
GATESHEAD, TYNE & WEAR �

ACONITE
BERBERIS
COLD
FROST
FROZEN
HAMAMELIS
HELLEBORE
ICY
IRIS
JASMINE
MULCH
PANSY
RAIN
SLEET
SLUSH
SNOWDROPS
SWEET
WINTER
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This week’s Keyword is ..................................................................................

Name.....................................................................................................................

Address ................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................

Postcode..............................................................................................................

Email .....................................................................................................................

Tel no.....................................................................................................................

Time Inc. (UK) Ltd, publisher of Amateur Gardening will collect your personal 
information solely to process your competition entry.

HOW TO ENTER: Enter this week’s keyword on the entry form,
and send it to AG Word Search No 397, Amateur Gardening,
2 Pinehurst, Pinehurst Road, Farnborough, Hampshire,
GU14 7BF, to arrive by Wednesday 17 January, 2018. The first
correct entry chosen at random will win our £30 cash prize.

No:

397Wordsearch

Prize Draw

£30!
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Bring the nation’s favourite birds into
your garden with Peckish Complete
All Seasons Energy Balls. Packed with
12 different ingredients they’re a great
no-mess, no-waste way to give birds
all the energy they need.

We have five 24-ball packs to give
away, each worth £5.99. See below for
details of how to enter the prize draw.

CROSSWORDANSWERS
ACROSS1Vinca3Heath7Tips8Seep9Two11Arrowhead14She
16Mite17Year18Agave19Basil

DOWN1Vitis2Nupharlutea4Agebrackets 5 Happy 6 New 9 Tools 
10 Ochre 12 Lemna 13 Carol 15 Hoe

ACROSS

1 The periwinkle genus (5)

3 Alternative name for
heather, without the
Royal connection! (5)

7 You buy this magazine
for gardening ____ (4)

8 Slow leak of liquid
through porous material or
small holes, such as water
through some forms of
hosepipe (4)

9 BBC station on which
Gardeners’World is
aired! (3)

11 Common name for a
plant of the sagittaria
genus (9)

14 Female pronoun in
three quarters of a shed! (3)
16 Greenhouse pest: the 
red spider ____ (4)

17 See 5 down

18 Genus of the tequila-
producing century plant (5)

19 ‘Purple Ruffles’ and
‘Thai Sita’ are two of the
more unusual varieties of 
this culinary herb (5) 

This word search
contains words and
plant names connected
with winter in the
garden. They are listed
below, and in the grid
they may be read across,
backwards, up, down or
diagonally. Letters may
be shared between
words. Erroneous or
duplicate words may
appear in the grid, but
there is only one correct
solution. After the listed
words are found there
are seven letters
remaining; arrange
these to make this
week’s KEY WORD.

How to enter
Send your name and address on the back of a postcard to Peckish Complete Energy
Balls Draw, Amateur Gardening, 2 Pinehurst, Pinehurst Road, Farnborough, Hampshire, 
GU14 7BF. Or you can email your details to ag_giveaway@timeinc.com heading the
email Peckish Complete Energy Balls Draw. The closing date is 8 January 2018.
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DOWN

1 The grape vine genus (5)
2 Name of aquatic plant,
colloquially known as the
‘yellow waterlily’ (6,5)
4 AG’s tree, back to groups
of people who have lived 
for roughly the same
amount of time! (3,8)
(anag)
5 and 6 down and 17 

across Seasonal
greeting! (5,3,4)
6 See 5 down
9 Spades, garden forks,
edging irons… all are
these! (5)
10 Various natural earths
containing ferric oxide,
silica and alumina, as in
Lilium primulinum, the 
_____ lily (5)
12 The duckweed
genus (5)
13 TV gardener
Ms Klein! (5)
15 Dutch, draw and onion
are just some of the
types of this gardening 
implement (3)
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Features�����
Green-coloured and bow-shaped waterproof vinyl cover
encapsulating 1in (2.5cm)-thick insulating material. Secured
by Velcro on a pair of straps that attach to more Velcro on the
jacket body. L. 9in (23cm), max.W. 5in (12.5cm), strap length 
3in (7.5cm).

Performance�����
The vinyl and insulation combination is quite stiff to bend
around the tap – the cover feels like it ought to split (but
doesn’t). Thereafter, the Velcro straps are easy to attach
without fuss. Covers the tap body well, but leaves the handle
exposed – although this does mean it will work on moulded
tap handles too. The tap can be used when in place, and it’s
suitable for standpipes. A small air hole allows the cover to
bend without splitting under pressure, but over time this could
conceivably allow some water in to freeze inside the jacket.

Value�����
Looks a bit pricey once delivery cost is factored in.

Tried&tested
We try before you buy

Don’t leave your garden tap to freeze,
says Consumer editor Julia Heaton

Outdoor tap insulators

Qwerkity Tap Jacket 
£6.99 +£3.99 delivery

✆ 0333 240 0707� qwerkity.com ✆ 0344 272 3000�wyevalegardencentres.co.uk
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REEZING water can be a very powerful destructive
force. Water expands as it freezes and can easily
lift paving slabs, crack roof tiles and burst water
pipes. Garden taps – by their very nature exposed

to the elements – are particularly vulnerable to freezing
temperatures and need protection. We’ve looked at four
different types of garden tap insulators. You might see them
with different branding but, in essence, all the ones on the
market seem to be based on these four particular designs.

Delivery cost of these low-value items often almost doubles 
their price, so it’s always cheaper if you can pick one up
from a store or garden centre. But remember, if fiercely cold
conditions are likely then just insulating the tap won’t be
enough – it’s best to isolate it at the nearest stop cock and 
drain the tap down before wrapping it up.

Features�����
Oblong pyramid of 1⁄2in (15mm)-thick moulded white
polystyrene with black foam rubber sealing edge around
perimeter. Black rubber attachment cable with press-button 
adjustable stopper. H. 51⁄2in (14cm), W.6in (15cm), D. 5in 
(12.5cm).

Performance�����
Very easy to install – simply stretch the rubber loop at the
inside end of the cable over the tap, put the cover in place
and slide the stopper until it’s holding firmly against the
wall. Removal is just as quick and hassle-free. Internal
dimensions are around 1in (2.5cm) smaller than the exterior
size and it was a close fit over my standard tap. It may not fit
over taps with fancy moulded protruding handles and won’t 
be much use if your tap is on a standpipe.

Value�����
Can’t argue with the price – it’s the cheapest we looked at 
and performs well on a standard tap on a wall.

Gardman Cover
£4
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Next week: Carriers and bags

to keep your boots clean, tidy and

ready for a gardening trip anywhere

Mangers Cover £4.99

✆ 03330 112112� screwfix.com for storefinder

Features�����
Standard grey tubular split pipe insulation cut and glued
to the shape of a tap with the addition of green plastic
end caps. Plastic clamp clips also supplied. Requires
trimming to fit. Pre-trimmed overall dimensions 6in 
(15cm) x 4in (10cm).

Performance�����
This took a few minutes’ work with a sharp kitchen
knife, cutting to the right size to fit snugly over the tap
and against the wall. Once done, it was a perfect fit and
didn’t really need the clamp clips to close any gaps. The
large cap fits over the handle and the smaller one fits
over the tail so the tap is completely encased. Should be
tall enough to cover moulded tap handles too. Simply
removing the caps means the tap can be easily used 
without removing the rest of the cover.

✆ 01258 837970� selections.com

A
ll
p
ri
ce
s
co
rr
e
ct
at
ti
m
e
o
f
go
in
g
to
p
re
ss
an
d
m
ay

v
ar
y
at
ga
rd
e
n
ce
n
tr
e
s

Nesta table/hanging planter
ceramic pot
£45 free p&p

✆ 01889 502716� black-by-design.co.uk

With its white speckled ceramic pot, black metal frame
and the versatility to be hung from ceiling or displayed on
a table, this design is bound to be a talking point. The pot
inside can even be tilted at an angle so there are a variety 
of looks to be had. Overall diameter of the pot is 4in
(11.4cm). Includes hanging ring but not rope or plant.

Silver hanger £24 p&p from £3.90

✆ 0208 985 7500� katesheridan.com

Unusual but great for reflecting light and adding 
some plant life to a dreary corner of a room.
Handmade from shiny mirror-effect foiled
Italian leather in the Kate Sheridan London
workshop, it comes with a top clip for attaching
to a hook in the wall or ceiling. Fits a 31⁄2in (9cm)
x 31⁄2in (9cm) pot (pot and plant are not included).

Hammered-effect copper planter
£24 p&p £2.75

✆ 0203 318 5115 ✆ notonthehighstreet.com

A stunning hammered finish isn’t the only thing this 
aluminium and copper-plated planter has going
for it. As well as holding hanging plants (requires a
macramé hanger), the flat base of the planter allows
you to turn it into a table centrepiece as a decorative 
bowl. Measures D. 43⁄4in (12cm) x H. 31⁄2in (9cm). 

Hang about
Make the most of displaying indoor plants

Value�����
Excellent value if you can collect from your local Screwfi x 
store – and a good fi t to see you through the winter.

Features�����
Tough, waterproof black woven polyester fabric outer and
inner lining covering 1⁄2in (1.5cm) thick insulation material.
Attaches with 2x 161⁄2in (42cm) tie cords sewn into jacket. 
L. 61⁄4in (16cm), W. 51⁄2in (14cm).

Performance�����
This black pouch simply slips over the tap. But don’t
be fooled by the tie cords: they look like drawstrings
but are simply sewn into the cover – which means you’ll
have to wrap them around the jacket and then tie them
off using a knot you can easily undo later. Tying it was a
bit of a faff as it kept wanting to ride up the tap leaving
some of the lower end exposed. Stick your hand inside
and it feels cosy, but it’s not terribly large so no good for 
larger taps.

Value�����
Delivery makes it pricey, but better value is to be had by 
buying the Selections 2-pack for £7.99.

Selections Thermal Jacket 
£4.99 + £4.99 delivery

Amateur

Bestbuy

15
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A
MONG the soft fruits, my top
three are strawberry, blueberry
and raspberry because for a
busy family they’re easy and

delicious to eat raw. I love a breakfast of
muesli, plain yoghurt and fruit, so being
able to pop out and pick a handful of
ripe berries from June to November is
convenient and saves on shopping trips
for expensive supermarket punnets.

Of these three, raspberries are arguably
the easiest to grow and, once settled, last
for many years. Varieties have been bred
from Rubus idaeus, native to Europe and
Asia, favouring heathland and woodland
fringes. Archaeological evidence
suggests that foraging for raspberries is 
deeply ingrained, as Stone Age and 

Bronze Age man were fond of them too.
Culturally, varieties divide into summer

and autumn-fruiting kinds, so for the
longest season, plant both. Autumn
fruiters are also known as primocanes,
because they flower and fruit on canes
produced in the current year.

Prune them by cutting all stems down
to the ground between November and
February. Vigorous new stems are sturdy
and you can get away without having to
stake them. If you fail to prune in winter, 
plants will fruit in both summer and
autumn but with less enthusiasm.

The bountiful summer-fruiting
raspberries do need support and are
usually tied in to two or three horizontal
sets of parallel wires stretched between 

How to grow

two stakes. Ideally, rows should run north
to south, so plants won’t shade each other.
For smaller spaces, try three plants
grouped around one 6ft (1.8m) high stake.

Immediately after fruiting, cut out the
fruited stems, thin the remaining young
stems down to half a dozen and tie them 
in for fruiting next summer.

You can also grow raspberries in
containers. Try planting 1-3 canes to a pot
15in (38cm) wide, using 50:50 John Innes
No3 and multipurpose compost. Apply a 
slow-release fertiliser in spring and
liquid feed occasionally.

Within a couple of years they are likely
to need replacing, or root pruning and
repotting in spring. Go for ‘Glen Fyne’ or
dwarf patio raspberry ‘Ruby Beauty’. 

Raspberries are easy to grow and will provide juicy
harvests for years to come, says Anne Swithinbank

Our kitchen-garden soil proved too wet for
raspberries, but a feral group has sprouted
in the orchard from seed or suckers and  
crop from summer to autumn

On wetter soils, plant raspberries
into beds that have been formed

into generous mounds for
better drainage. The variety

‘Glen Prosen’ is a good
choice in areas of

high rainfall.

TopTip

Summer-fruiting
raspberries will need support

raspberries
A
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y
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Q Plant during the winter months so long as soil is not
frozen or waterlogged.
QRaspberries like a good, moist, neutral to slightly
acidic soil. They won’t tolerate waterlogging and
struggle on chalk.
QA sheltered, sunny site is best, though on dry soils, light
shade helps roots stay moist.
QHaving dug and conditioned soil and let it settle, plant 
canes 18in (45cm) apart in their rows.
Q Trim each to a bud 10in (25cm) above the ground.
New canes will grow in their first summer and crop
in the second.
QFor the first two years especially, water during droughts,
keep weeds down, apply a fertiliser for fruiting plants in 
spring and mulch afterwards.

Anne’s tips for planting
summer-fruiting raspberries

Four summer-fruiting 
raspberry favourites

Plant raspberry canes 
18in (45cm) apart

T
im

e
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c

‘GlenAmple’
A widely grown favourite,
this spine-free mid-
season variety produces
heavy yields of large, red
fruits over a long period. 

‘RubyBeauty’
This early bearing dwarf
spine-free variety reaches
just 3ft (1m), but is
productive and ideal for
containers and low hedges.

‘Malling Minerva’
Minerva is the Roman
goddess of wisdom, so it
makes sense to plant this
spine-free variety for well-
flavoured fruit from June.
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‘Tulameen’
Late summer fruiting,
widely grown for quality,
good storage and yield.
Large, bright berries have
sweet, aromatic flavour.

PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS

Name

(Mrs/Miss/Ms/Mr/Title)

Address

Postcode

Telephone Date of birth

Amateur Gardening will collect your personal information to process your order and alert you of news, new products,
services and offers available from Amateur Gardening and from Time Inc. by email, phone and post. You can
unsubscribe from emails by clicking unsubscribe from within the email. Please tick here if you prefer NOT to be 
contacted by phone or postQ.

Email:

I enclose my cheque no………............... Value £………...............
made payable to: T&M. (with your name and address on the back).

To pay by Mastercard/Visa/Maestro (delete as applicable) complete card details below.

Amateur

Q Buy 6 for £14.99

Q Buy 12 for £24.99 – Saving £4.99

Toorder, call direct on✆08445732021quotingAG816Z.
Lines are open 9am-8pm (weekdays) and 9am-6pm (weekends).

ORorderonline today
� thompson-morgan.com/amateurgardening

ORcomplete the couponbelowinBLOCKCAPITALS.
All orders will be acknowledged by letter or email, advising you of the expected despatch date. This offer is subject to

availability. Only one application per reader. Offer enquiry line ✆ 0844 573 2021. Order lines open seven days a week,

9am-8pm (weekdays), 9am-6pm (weekends). All correspondence concerning this offer should be sent to: Amateur Gardening

Raspberry Offer, Dept AG816Z, PO Box 162, Ipswich, IP8 3BX. Please note that your contract for supply of goods is with

Thompson & Morgan (terms and conditions available on request). Offer available to readers on the UK mainland only. Offer 

closes 14 February 2018. Supplied as bareroots, despatched from February 2018.

Summer-fruiting
raspberry ‘Glen
Ample’ is an
exceptional, high-
yielding, mid-season
variety that produces
a heavy crop
between late June
and late July. Just five
of the large deep-red
berries can weigh as
much as 1oz (30g)!
The tasty fruit holds
well without spoiling
and the spine-free
canes make easy
picking. The bare-
root plants are
hand graded and
carefully selected
before packing.
Height: 59in (150cm).
Spread: 20in (50cm).

Readeroffer

Raspberry ‘Glen Ample’

�

(Maestro only)

CSV  

My card number is

Valid from Expires end Issue no.

T
&

M

ORDER FORM

SAVE
£4.99

6 January 2018 / AG816Z

Send to: AG Raspberry Offer, Dept AG816Z, PO Box 162, Ipswich, IP8 3BX.

£4.95

T14260P Raspberry ‘Glen Ample’ x 6 £14.99 £

T14249P Raspberry ‘Glen Ample’ x 12 £24.99 £

T58828 Incredicrop Fertiliser 1 x 100g Sachet £4.99 £

T57060 Incredicrop Fertiliser 1 x 750g Tub £12.99 £

Code   Product Price          QTY        Total

P&P

Total
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Ideas for gorgeous gardens
Get     lookthe

The only way is up
A small space has not thwarted the Paynes’ big ambitions for their city garden

with the decision to redesign its layout 
and move the sloping plot a few metres 
back from the house to create a flat 
surface outside the back door. The 

T
HE courtyard garden behind 
Tina and Peter Payne’s Bath 
home may be small, but it 
packs a punch with its layers 

of planting. Come summer, its sunny 
patio is embraced by a riot of colourful 
flowers rising away from their 1920s 
semi-detached home, bringing a 
Mediterranean feel to this tranquil spot 
just a mile from the hustle and bustle  
of the city centre.

The garden represents a labour of love 
lasting just over a decade, beginning 

resulting patio area is linked to the 
upper level by a sweeping flight of stone 
steps. “We dug out 16 tonnes of rock by 
hand,” recalls Peter. Incorporated in the 
design are several raised planting areas 
built from Bath stone, sourced from 
a reclamation yard to tie in with the 
materials used for the house. 

Once the layout was reconfigured, 
Tina moved in with an ever-expanding 
palette of plants featuring a variety of 
leaf shapes and textures, along with an 
abundance of richly coloured blooms. 

“The results make 
the hard work 
worthwhile”

Tina and Peter’s decision to create a patio and multi-levelled
 garden has resulted in plenty of planting opportunities
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Some of the first specimens to go in 
included a selection of climbers that 
were used to cover the “ugly” walls of 
the reconstituted stone garage directly 
above the plot.

“It’s only a small garden, but we 
manage to get a little bit of this and a 
little bit of that into it,” laughs Tina. “I’ve 
always liked the Mediterranean style 

with lots of different pots of plants.”  
She adds: “To me, the garden is a work 
of art with its colours and form. I like 
painting and gardening is a bit like 
painting with plants. It’s not an easy 
garden to work in, but the end results 
make the hard work worthwhile.”

Growing from seed and bringing 
on cuttings has helped Tina to fill the 

garden without too much expense and 
have plenty of specimens left over to 
sell for good causes. “I like to potter 
around,” she adds. “Every autumn I 
cut everything back hard: if I don’t, the 
planting becomes too big for the space. 
It’s nice to see old friends re-emerge 
in spring and I like to add a few more 
unusual plants for extra interest.”

Disguise unattractive buildings using shrubs and climbing plants. A 
reconstituted stone garage is barely visible under a blanket of plants 
including wisteria, everlasting sweet pea, fig and runner beans

Make the most of the variegated
leaves of hosta to add a splash of
colour against stone

Soften a patio with pots filled with contrasting plants. Raising 
them on ‘feet’ prevents root-munching keel slugs from 
getting in. Dishes of beer also trap marauding molluscs
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The only way is up

Group together pots of contrasting plants to bring extra 
interest to a patio. Tina’s selection includes a Trachycarpus 

fortunei, a fig tree and a pink calla lily (zantedeschia)

Choose Achillea millefolium to make 
an impact with its saucer-like clusters
 of rich blooms, now available in a 
range of colours

Make the most of opportunities to 
create planting areas. This deep 

border between the steps and patio 
is built from reclaimed Bath stone 

to blend with its surroundings.

Fill a window box with petunias 
for summer-long colour. Take a 
tip from Tina and plant ‘Bonnie 
Light Blue’ 

Plant the same flowers in pots
either side of a flight of steps to
create a ‘gateway’ effect.
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OWNERS Tina and
Peter Payne
ADDRESS 25 Chaucer 
Road, Bath BA2 4QX 
GARDEN SIZE Sloping 
site measuring around 
60ft (18m) by 
30ft (9m). 
ASPECT East-facing
SOIL Thin and rocky, enriched 
with homemade compost and 
well-rotted manure.
VISITED July
SPECIAL FEATURES Compact city 
courtyard garden on three levels. 
Contains colourful herbaceous 
borders, a small vegetable plot 
and various pots of plants. 

Meet the owners

Every bit of space helps: A UPVC roof has turned an 
unused side return running alongside the house into a 
productive greenhouse used for propagating seeds and 
cuttings, and growing tomatoes during the summer months

Plant Centaurea montana ‘Purple
Heart’ for a striking addition to a
fl ower border. Its fl owers are
attractive to pollinators

To enjoy deep red-black 
fl owers atop a bushy plant invite 
Pelargonium ‘Lord Bute’ into the garden.
This great choice for pots should be 
over-wintered under cover
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TobyBuckland

Plants with spines and thorns are hard to resist, says Toby

Handling spiky plants

“In winter, the
blood-red thorns

seem to glow”

top tipsToby’s

IN THE

GARDEN

Q Spiky poncirus is used as a
rootstock for citrus, and this is often
what comes up should the top part 
of a citrus tree die. 

Q Before pulling brambles, snap the
thorns from the base of the stems so
the spikes don’t go through and ruin 
your gardening gloves.

Nurser man and former Gardeners’ World host

Burglar deterrent: 
pyracantha
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Keep a sharp lookout

Torture: the frightening barbs
of Rosa sericea pteracantha
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ON’T pretend you haven’t done
it – pricked your finger on a
cactus while checking to see
if the spines are sharp. You

shouldn’t feel foolish, though, as like a
tiger’s tail or a siren’s song, thorns on 
plants are hard to resist.

Some of my all-time favourite plants
have spikey characters. Rosa sericea

pteracantha is a shrub with such an
aggressive set of barbs its briars wouldn’t
look out of place in a medieval torture
chamber. Each thorn is shaped like a
miniature Mount Fuji, being 2cm tall,
twice as wide and clustered in spiky
ranges along the stems. In winter
especially, when backlit by the low winter

sunshine, the blood-red thorns seem to
glow and come spring make a fabulous 
contrast for the fern-like foliage.

Then there’s Rosa rugosa, a plant with
so many thorns that they form a ‘fur’ on
the stems. This makes them relatively
safe to touch and, usefully, unpalatable to
both cows and deer. If you need a stock-
proof hedge with scented flowers and fat 
hips in autumn, look no further. 

Pyracantha, or firethorn, has a
reputation for being, well, supermarket-
car-parky. I love these plants, though, as
the thorns make them really useful. The
police recommend planting pyracantha
as a burglar deterrent, because should a
felon clamber over your larchlap and fall
into a thicket, they’ll get a prick in the 
ASBO they’ll never forget!

What makes pyracantha so deadly is
that the needle-like spikes are hidden
among evergreen leaves and randomly 
spaced, making second-guessing
their location impossible. Blackbirds
and robins can do a pretty good job,
though, and happily nest among the
branches safe in the knowledge that 
cats can’t come close.

The most interesting thorns are on the
easy-going sun-lover Poncirus trifoliata. 

The stems and thorns grow at right angles
to one another, creating a dense mesh of
daggers that would happily grace the set of
a Tim Burton gothic horror movie. Related
to citrus, these plants have a benign side,
too, bearing deliciously scented white
flowers in spring followed by marmalade-
quality bitter oranges. Just keep the
bandages handy when you go to pick!
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WHEN planting or potting spiky roses or
pyracantha, bind the stems together with soft

twine to make them easier and safer to handle.
Snip this away once they’re in the ground. A similar trick
works when potting on cacti, but instead of string use
folded newspaper as a protective ‘clamp’ to hold the
plants while you work. Plastic cut from an old compost
bag also makes an excellent clamp, especially for hairy
cacti and outdoor plants like the colourful but keep-your-
distance wall shrub fremontodendron. If touched, its fine
hairs pierce through gardening gloves and into your skin. 

Fremontodendron is
covered in fi ne hairs
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