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Easy livin’ Punters cool off on the River Cam, Cambridge, yesterday. The mini-heatwave is likely to last two more days. Page 11

Police track
down 10,000
suspected
paedophiles
Teachers, doctors and care workers arrested

Veto threat to Cameron’s man in Brussels
Charles Bremner Brussels
Francis Elliott Political Editor

David Cameron’s candidate for a top
EU job was warned yesterday that he
could be blocked byBrussels because of
his Eurosceptic views.
Lord Hill of Oareford is the prime

minister’s choice as Britain’s next EU
commissioner and Mr Cameron had
travelled to Belgium yesterday promis-
ing to secure a key economic portfolio
for the peer.
However, the campaign immediately

ran into trouble as the president of the
European parliament launched an
outspoken attack on the former
lobbyist and self-declared Eurosceptic,

warning that he could be blockedwhen
MEPs vet candidates in September.
“I cannot imagine Hill — whose

views, in as far as he’s got any, are
radically anti-European — getting a
majority in the European parliament,”
Martin Shultz, a German Social
Democrat, said.
Even more embarrassingly, it is

thought that Jean-Claude Juncker, the
president of the European Commis-
sion, had to searchGoogle for LordHill
when he first heard his name.
With questions also raised yesterday

about the peer’s commercial interests,
government sources said that he had
agreed to sell his remaining shares in
the PR company Huntsworth, which

bought Quiller Consultants, his lobby-
ing company, for £6 million in 2006.
Mr Cameron chose Lord Hill, for-

merly the leader of theHouse of Lords,
as part of the bloodiest reshuffle of his
premiership. He sacked six cabinet
ministers and demoted his friend
Michael Gove from education secre-
tary to chief whip.
Yesterday the prime minister began

to suffer some of the fallout from the
purge asMrGove’swife, the newspaper
columnist Sarah Vine, made clear her
displeasure and tweeted a link to an
articledescribing themoveasa “shabby
day’s work which Cameron will live to
regret”. Peers voiced fury that Lord
Continued on page 2, col 5
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GEOFF ROBINSON

A massive police operation targeting
online paedophile activity in Britain
has identified more than 10,000
suspects, it was revealed last night.
TheNationalCrimeAgencysaid that

it had “lifted stones” and was shocked
by the scale of offending uncovered by
Operation Notarise, which has in-
volved every police force in England,
Scotland,Wales and Northern Ireland.
One senior investigator said that its

findings “raised questions for society”.
A total of 660 people have been

arrested in the past six months, it
emergedyesterday, including six teach-
ers, four people with direct links to
schools, two doctors, two members of
police staff and two former police
officers. A Scout leader and two care
workers have also been held.
The agency said that more than 400

children had been protected from
harm. However, those arrested repre-
sent only people in positions of trust,
those with access to children in their
daily lives or men involved in the
distribution of significant amounts of
child abuse images.
The agency estimates that there are

50,000 people in the UK who access
child abuse images and videos. Sources
said that thousands of suspects other
than those arrested have been identi-
fied by the investigation as it unravels a
complex web of online connections.
Inquiries are continuing and there

will be further arrests, but such is the
extent of the offending that police
cannot arrest every suspect — the
criminal courts would be unable to
copewith the caseloadandprisonover-
crowding could hit breaking point.

Phil Gormley, the deputy director
general of the agency, said that the
investigation was the largest of its kind
ever conducted in Britain.
“I ampretty appalled aboutwhat this

says about human nature and we need
to think very carefully about what this
means. There are questions here for
society, for policymakers; this opera-
tion shows the propensity of a very
large number of people to view this
material,” he added.
“We cannot afford not to look under

this stone. But arewegoing to be able to
arrest our way out of this problem? I
doubt it. This is a crime type that we
need to understand better.”
Mr Gormley said there had to be a

proactive approach to the offending
because it was the type of crime that
was rarely reported and to which there
were few witnesses.
Investigators declined to disclose

what had triggeredOperationNotarise
orwhat cyber-investigation techniques
had been used to gather evidence on
the offenders.
Online paedophiles have been

known to establish closed “peer-to-
peer” networks or tradematerial on the
encrypted “darkweb”, sometimes using
bitcoin virtual currency for payment.
About 90 per cent of those arrested

had no previous involvement with
police over sex offending of this type.
Only 39 of the 660 people arrested
were registered sex offenders.
Most of those arrested have been

releasedonbail pending further inquir-
ies, but in a number of cases individuals
have been charged with serious sex
offences. The agency said that there
was no connection to historical abuse
Continued on page 4, col 5

Record employment
The employment rate hit a
record high of 73.1 per cent in
the three months to May,
according to official figures
which show that 30.6 million
people are in work. Page 2

Mothers get older
The average age at which
women give birth has reached
30 for the first time since
records began as more women
put off having a baby to build
their career. Page 6

Sex and the City
Packed with horror stories of
dominant egos, office romance
and sleazy behaviour, a self-
published tell-all ebook by
a City secretary is the talk
of the Square Mile. Page 3

Boys killed in Gaza
Four Palestinian teenagers
were killed by shelling as they
played football on a beach in
Gaza amid increasing violence
after the failure of an Egyptian
ceasefire proposal. Page 28

Time Warner bid
21st Century Fox, the media
and entertainment group, may
have to raise its $80 billion bid
for Time Warner to secure the
biggest media takeover since
the dot-com boom. Page 33
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Employment hits record high
but wages fail to keep pace
Philip Aldrick

The employment rate has hit a record
high at 73.1 per cent in the threemonths
to May, according to official figures.
The level, not bettered in the43years

that the Office for National Statistics
has been compiling the data, means
that 30.6 million people are in work.
The strength of the labour market

hasbeen thebrightest spot in the recov-
ery, surprising economists and policy-
makers. In the last year, 929,000 jobs
werecreatedas theeconomygrewatan
annual rate of more than 3 per cent.
Earlier this year, the chancellormade

a commitment that theUKwould have
the highest employment rate in the G7.
Atpresent, theUKranks fourth, behind
Germany, Canada and Japan. The rise
in employment, which matches highs
in 2005 and 1974, has been driven by
changes to the benefits system and a
surge in the number of over-50s who
have stayed in work, economists say.
“The change in the principle, to get

more people who were on benefits to
look for employment, has had an ef-
fect,” John Philpott, director of The
Jobs Economist consultancy, said. He
said that the tightening up of eligibility

of benefits for single parents had en-
couraged more people into the work-
force. The ONS said that the employ-
ment rate for women in the three
months to May, at 68.1 per cent, was
also the highest on record. An increase
in older workers has also driven up the
employment rate. Mr Philpott said:
“Manyof thoseagedover50havesetup
as self-employed rather than getting
involved in the benefit system.”
About 254,000 jobs were created in

the three months to May, pushing the
unemployment rate down to 6.5 per
cent—the lowest level sinceDecember
2008. Youth unemployment dipped to
17.8 per cent, a five-year low.
The number of those aged 16 to 24

unable to find work was 817,000, com-
pared with about one million at the
height of the crisis. Over the past year,
youth unemployment has fallen by
141,000, the largest drop since the

1980s. The number claiming jobseek-
er’s allowance shrank by another
36,300 in June.
However, average earnings showed

that the squeeze on living standards is
biting hard again. Pay crept up by only
0.7 per cent over the past year, the slow-
est rise since records began in 2001 and
less than half the rate of inflation. In-
cluding bonuses, pay was 0.3 per cent
higher in the year—weaker than econ-
omists’ forecasts of 0.5 per cent and the
slowest rate of growth sinceMay 2009.
Len McCluskey, the general secre-

tary of Unite, said: “The unemploy-
ment figures mask a nation that is
working harder but getting poorer.”
However, Esther McVey, the employ-
ment minister, said that the figures
showed that “the government’s long-
term economic plan to help businesses
create jobs and get people working
again is the right one”.
The figures raise questions over

when theBankofEnglandwill increase
interest rates. Chris Williamson, chief
economist at data providers Markit,
said: “Until pay growth starts to pickup,
the Bank will be reluctant to raise rates
for fear households will be unable to
withstand higher mortgage costs.”

Cameron accused of lying
about Labour tax policies
Matt Dathan

Labour accused David Cameron of
lying about its tax plans after he
claimed that the party would increase
taxes on themiddle class if EdMiliband
won the general election.
Speaking at prime minister’s ques-

tions yesterday, Mr Cameron repeated
commentsmade in an LBC radio inter-
view this week by Harriet Harman,
Labour’s deputy leader, when she said
that people on “middle incomes should
contribute more through their taxes”.
MrMiliband hit back, saying that the

prime minister’s decision to pounce on
Ms Harman’s words was “totally des-
perate stuff”. A Labour party spokes-
man added later that Mr Cameron had
“twisted her words”.
Mr Miliband’s spokesman accused

the prime minister of being “deeply
dishonest by pretending the Labour
party’s position is something it is not”.
He insisted that it was not Labour’s
intention to increase taxes on the so-
called squeezed middle and that Ms
Harman backed that position.
“This is a deeply dishonest form of

politics from David Cameron,” the
spokesman said. “David Cameron is
quite clearly putting forward a lie about

what the Labour position is. It’s not our
party’s position . . . our position is to
have lower taxes. Labour has proposed
the 10p tax rate, while the Tories have
introduced 24 tax rises, including VAT,
and cut taxes for millionaires. Ed has
made argument after argument about
helping the squeezed middle.”
Inwhatwas the final primeminister’s

questions before the summer recess,
Mr Cameron said: “The deputy leader
of the Labour party, on the radio, said
this: ‘I think people on middle incomes
should contribute more through their
taxes.’ That is what she said.
“That is their policy, the squeezed

middle will be squeezed more. Now he
needs to tell us which people are going
to paywhich taxes, because on this side
of the House we’ve cut council tax,
we’ve cut petrol duty, we’ve cut the jobs
tax, we’ve increased the married
couple’s allowance.”
A Conservative party spokesman

dismissedLabour’s claimthat theprime
minister hadused thewords out of con-
text, saying they “couldn’t be clearer”.
The row over Ms Harman’s com-

ments comes as new figures revealed
that pay had risen by just 0.3per cent in
the year to May while inflation rose by
1.9 per cent.

EU threatens
to veto new
commissioner
Continued from page 1
Hill’s replacement Baroness Stowell of
Beeston was not a full member of the
cabinet and questioned the legality of
moves to top-up her pay from Tory
Party funds to spare Mr Cameron the
embarrassment of paying awoman less
than her male predecessor.
AndLabourwarned theprimeminis-

ter he would face accusations of hand-
ing out “hush-hush gongs” if reports
that he was preparing to knight three
former ministers proved to be correct.
Mr Cameron was last night locked in

talks with other EU leaders and Mr
Juncker, who he failed to block as com-
mission president, over the jobs in
Brussels decision-making body.
The European parliament is to vet

the 27 designated commissioners in
September before voting whether or
not to approve thewhole body inOcto-
ber. MEPs’ hostility to individuals has
in the past led to their replacement to
avoid the threat of an overall veto.
British officials downplayed Mr

Shultz’s attack on the peer and Mats
Persson, director of pro-reform think-
tank Open Europe, suggested they
were posturing, saying: “It would be a
massive act of hubris to try to strike
down a UK nominee with the type of
deal-striking and pragmatic record as
Lord Hill has.”
Nevertheless the criticism exposed

Mr Cameron’s weak hand after his fail-
ed bid to block Mr Juncker, who has
told member governments to send
high-profile senior politicians with
specialised experience if they want one
of the top portfolios.
Lord Hill has long experience in the

backrooms of Westminster, but hardly
compareswith the former primeminis-
ters and cabinet heavyweights from
other states who are heading to the
commission. “Juncker has been trying
to raise thepolitical calibre andLondon
sends someone we have never heard
of,” a Juncker aide said.
Refuffle, pages 8, 9
Tim Montgomerie, page 19

Bercow denies insulting clerk

John Bercow was accused during
dramatic exchanges in the Commons
yesterday of swearing at a senior offi-
cial. TheSpeakerwas confrontedby the
Conservative MP Michael Fabricant,
who suggested that the outburst had
contributed to the decision of Sir
Robert Rogers, the Commons clerk, to
retire from parliament after 42 years.
Mr Fabricant said that Mr Bercow

had told Sir Robert to “f*** off”.
The Speaker, who is deeply unpopu-

lar among Tory MPs for what they re-
gard as his high-handed manner, de-

nied the claims. Mr Fabricant said that
Mr Bercow had used the insult against
Sir Robert “at least once”.
“We don’t knowwhy [Sir Robert] has

chosen to retire early, though his work-
ing environment behind closed doors
hasnot alwaysbeeneasy, as those in the
know have already alluded,” he said.
“In that respect, despite Sir Robert

having studied Anglo-Saxon at Oxford
and being told at least once in front of
others to f*** off by you, Mr Speaker, I
think that wouldn’t have encouraged
him to stay.”
Mr Bercow said: “I will ignore that

last observation, which suffered from
the disadvantage of being wrong.”

Michael Savage
Chief Political Correspondent

Inside today

This jobs miracle is
down to welfare reform
Leading article, page 20
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Packedwith horror stories of dominant
egos, office romance and sleazy behav-
iour, a tell-all book by a City secretary
has become the talk of the SquareMile.
Called The PA, the self-published

electronic book is by Victoria Knowles,
who appeared as an extra in Brookside,
Coronation Street and Hollyoaks before
embarking on her office career.
Her prose has sparked a guessing

game among workers in London’s
financial district over who the real-life
people are behind the pseudonyms.
“I can’t speak for everybody — I’ve

got to go onwhat I’ve experienced,”Ms
Knowles told The Times. “But if you’re
looking for decent bosses and decent
PAjobs, they’re few and far between.”
MsKnowleshasworkedatSirRobert

McAlpine, the construction company,
at DFKing Worldwide, a corporate
communications firm, and at M:Com-
munications, a nowdefunct City public
relations consultancy.
Many of the tales she has to tell are

eye-watering. Two former bosses,
tagged as Rich andDick, are portrayed
as warring, egotistical rivals— one, she
writes, was “the biggest game player
and the most insincere person I had
ever met”. They are accused of treating
her with off-hand rudeness and of
using her as a pawn in “mind games”.
One of her former managers is

accused of pleasuring himself at his
desk while watching hardcore porno-
graphy. She writes: “He had clearly
thought that because I had bought him
aprivacy screen forhisPC that itmeant
he could watch anything and no one
but he could see it.”
Another, she recounts, was encoun-

tered by colleagues on a vacant floor of
office space in flagrante delicto with a
young woman: “Two employees had
walked in to findRich inavery compro-
mising position up against a wall; him
withhis tonguedownher throat andhis
hand up her skirt.”
City wine bars are buzzingwith spec-

ulation about just who shemight be re-
ferring to, and not everyone is thrilled.
One former colleague says: “It’s com-

pletely made-up. It’s so off-the-wall, it’s
astonishing. It sounds like somebody
trying to voice some inner demons.”
Even fellow personal assistants are

notuniversally supportive.AndrewOr-
gan, publisher of Executive PAMaga-
zine, says: “I think it’s unrepresentative.
Most bosses do actually appreciate
their PAs. From research we’ve done,
fewer than 10 per cent of PAswould say
they’re not appreciated by their
employers. This certainly isn’t our
experience of what the work is like.”
Secretaries in the Square Mile are

valued for discretion. At big banks and
brokerages,PAs are often in the loop
about multibillion dollar mergers and
acquisitions before they are made
public. At Goldman Sachs, one secre-
tary, Joyti De-Laurey, had such access
to her employers’ lives that she suc-
ceeded in filtering £4.5 million out her
bosses’ personal bank accounts.
Ms Knowles, 38, is unrepentant

about breaking the code of silence. She

said: “Everything I’ve put in there is
true.” Splitting bosses into various cate-
gories — the “shouters and throwers”
or those who prefer “manipulative
mind games”—she claimsher peers all
have similar tales to tell. She added:
“One boss, I was told, would arrive in

the morning, then call his PAinto the
office.When she got in, hewould be sat
there in his underpants.”
Few of Ms Knowles’ employers

escape her sharp tongue. One is
described as having eyes “like a serial
killer”, while another is “super para-
noid” and insists on anopen-planoffice
so that he can hear what everyone else
is talking about.
She calls writing the book “a cathar-

tic experience”, adding: “It’s intended as
a tool for other PAs, or anybody who
has been bullied or abused.”

Sex in the City
exposé gets the
Square Mile hot
under the collar
The wine bars are
buzzing over claims
made in an ebook by a
soap extra turned PA,
writes Andrew Clark

Snap up a speedboat for $100,000 in the small ads for high rollers

Forget batteredbikes, soiledmattresses
and piratedDVDs.On theGumtree for
the elite you can buy a Patek Philippe
wristwatch, a £110,000 speedboat or
even a multimillion-dollar Miami
beach mansion.
Wealthy stockbrokers, traders and

hedge fund executives are using an
exclusive $20,000-a-year computer
network to list private jets, sports cars,
exclusive holiday retreats and other
luxury treasures for sale.
The system, which is owned by

Bloomberg, the financial information
company, can be accessed only with a
fingerprint scan. Its primary purpose is
to provide 320,000 financial executives
with live data from the stock market,
but it also has what Bloomberg
describes as “lifestyle” functions.
One of these is known as Posh.

Accessing the Posh function reveals
hundreds of classified advertisements
listed under six categories: planes and
boats, property, travel, cars and motor-
bikes, services, and merchandise —
such as luxury watches and diamonds.

Among the 550 items listed on Posh
yesterday were Porsches, Ferraris and
Land Rovers, as well as watches by
Breitling, Patek Philippe and Tag
Heuer.Oneadvertiserwas trying to sell
a yachting week in Croatia for $1,200
(£700) a head. Another was trying to
offload a Fairline speedboat for
£110,000.
However, the most expensive item

listed was a $17.5 million lodge on Key
Biscayne, an exclusive island town
southofMiami beach. The town,which
boasts a five-star Ritz-Carlton resort, is
sandwiched between two national
parks. Ithasbeendescribedbyproperty
developers as “a sub-tropical island
paradise and a sanctuary for family
life”.
The six-bedroom, six-bathroom

whitewashed mansion has a rooftop
infinity pool, a sky deck gym, a spa and
360 degree ocean views that take in
Miami city. Its hardwood floors were
laid byDu Château and its fixtures and
fittings have been sourced from luxury
retailers suchasDornbracht andMiele.
Visitors must use Key Biscayne’s only
private gated road to get there.
In London, meanwhile, one user had

postedanadvertisement for a£2.75mil-
lion Kensington town house. They
reassured shoppers that the four-bed-
roomproperty was “near St Pauls, Bute
House, Latymer Upper schools”.
Not all purchases need break the

bank, though. The cheapest item listed
yesterdaywas a set of black carmats for
a C-class Mercedes, available for £100.
The Posh listings appear to be exclu-

sive enough to have flown under the
radar of Bloomberg’s own staff.
“I’ve never even heard of this func-

tion,” saidoneemployee,whoaskednot
to be named. “Obviously it’s a case of ‘if
you need to ask, you can’t afford it’.”
However, a Geneva-based stock-
broker, who asked not to be identi-
fied, said that the Posh service was
“reasonably well known” among
Bloomberg users. “I was searching
through it awhile back and found
a few people trying to sell
diamonds,” he said.

Among the other lifestyle
functions on Bloomberg’s
system are Dine, which
provides restaurant re-
views by users, and Fly,
which can be used to check

flight departure and arrival
times. Bloomberg is due to add
a further function, Hotel, for
hotel reviews, next year.
Another Bloomberg insider

said: “The kind of people who
use the Posh system don’t want
to list expensive Porsches on eBay.
They want to sell them to people
just like them.”

Fairline
speedboats and
Patek Philippe
watches are
available in the
Bloomberg small
ads — as long as
your fingerprints
allow you access

James Dean
Technology Correspondent

‘Two employees walked
in to find Rich in a very
compromising position
up against a wall’

Victoria Knowles, above, has set City tongues wagging with her scandalous ebook, below, recounting her office days
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Doctors and teachers top list of suspects
As they combed through the enormous
list of suspects identified in Operation
Notarise, detectives had no doubt they
were dealing with an inquiry that was
unprecedented.
Every police force in the United

Kingdom had suspects in its area. Ar-
rests would have to be made on the
basisofwhoposed thegreatest threatof
harm to children.
Then boundaries would have to be

drawn — it was simply not going to be
possible for the criminal justice system
to arrest and process everyone suspect-
ed of downloading child abuse images.
Those at the top of the list would be

moved against quickly. Police and the

National CrimeAgency (NCA) had the
names of two doctors and six teachers
as well as school staff, former police of-
ficers, a scout leader and two people in-
volved in caring for children.
There were parents whose children

might be at risk of serious harm if the
offending progressed from viewing de-
praved images to “contact abuse”.
There were grandparents, stepfathers
and uncles, too.
One of the first raids under Opera-

tion Notarise led to the arrest of two
men who were in contact with each
another. One was a doctor and the
police searches swept up “numerous”
computers and smartphones.
Officers searched the doctor’s car

and found a number of sex aids and a
lengthof rope in theboot. Initial exami-

nations of the phones and computers
recovered unearthed more than a mil-
lion indecent images of children and
evidence of attempts to contact and ar-
range meetings with young boys via
social media.
Police refused to name the doctor,

even thoughhehasbeenchargedand is
on remand in prison while investiga-
tions continue.
A man in his mid-40s told detectives

that he had been looking at indecent
images of children for 30 years. The
man also revealed that he was a sex
tourist who regularly visited Vietnam,
Cambodia and Thailand, where he
could pay for sex with underage vic-
tims.TheNCA’sTrackerTeamhas con-
firmedhis travels and ismaking further
inquiries overseas.
A confession from another man led

officers toanonlinegroupwhosemem-
bers shared films in which one of them
abused a child. The NCA said: “The
films have been reviewed and found to
focus on the most severe form of abuse
against very young children”. Inquiries
are ongoing to locate othermembers of
the online network.
Amanwhowas on the sex offenders’

register for violentoffenceswasalready
facing charges for the rape of a girl
under the age of 13. After examination
ofhis computer, imageswere recovered
that ranged fromeroticposing to severe
forms of child abuse. New charges have
nowbeen laidandtheman is incustody.
The investigation led police to the

home of a man who had 17 grandchil-
dren. Computer equipment was recov-
ered and the man is now remanded in
custody. Two of his grandchildren re-
ported that he had abused them.
A foster carer with a completely

clean police record was arrested and
four computers and a mobile phone
seized for forensic examination. At the
timeof the arrest themanwas fostering
an autistic 12-year-old child who has
now been “protected”. The NCA said
that since his arrest the carer had at-
tempted “serious self-harm”.
The NCA says it is still in the first

phase of an investigation that will lead
to further raids and arrests.

We’ll get you,
police warn
paedophiles
Continued from page 1
investigations and that none of those
arrested was a high-profile individual.
Simon Bailey, the chief constable of

Norfolk police and national police lead
on child abuse investigations, said that
anyone downloading child abuse
material should know that the police
could find them. “The clear message
from this is that law enforcement now
has the ability to see what people are
doing in this area.”
Ethel Quayle, a senior lecturer in

clinical psychology at the University of
Edinburgh, who helped to create the
classification system for abuse images,
said that the arrests were the tip of the
iceberg.
“If you were to talk to many law

enforcement agencies, they would say
there are too many people out there
[online] for them to actively police and
arrest. They seem to be a heterogene-
ous group, from all walks of life, and
many of them would not have been
known to the police,” she said.
Dr Quayle said that the “holy grail”

was trying to understandwhat connec-
tion there was between image-related
offending and actual physical abuse.
She said that the internet introduced
like-minded people to each other and
facilitated offending, but also gave
police opportunities to catch suspects.
“While the internet has actually

facilitated the commission of some of
these crimes, it has also facilitated the
ability of law enforcement to identify
them. It may be that agencies are now
much better at catching these people.
“The police are increasingly working

with tools that allow more sophisticat-
ed detection. Technology affords the
opportunity to commit offences but it
also affords the chance for good polic-
ing,” she added.

Stars come out with
a message to Scotland

Comedians, sporting
heroes and former
soap stars have

united to oppose
Scottish independence
as the referendum
debate shapes up to be
one of the most
celebrity-heavy events in
UK political history
(Lindsay McIntosh

Compston, the actor,
Stuart Braithwaite, the
Mogwai musician, Ricky
Ross, the Deacon Blue
musician, and Andrew
Fairlie, the chef, starred
in a similar video for Yes
Scotland.
The pro-Union video

made its debut online
yesterday. It is aimed at
giving those in the rest
of the UK the chance to
speak up for the Union.
Richard Wilson, the

Scottish actor, said:
“Britain is a much
stronger voice as a
British voice rather than

an English or
Scottish voice.
We should
stay together.
No barriers,
no borders.
Keep it open.”

writes). Ross Kemp, Ian
Rush and Sir Tony
Robinson are among a
group of public figures
to feature in a video
backing the Union from
a campaign group called
Let’s Stay Together.
It comes after dozens

of Scottish celebrities,
including Martin

Sean O’Neill

More than a million images of children
were found at one doctor’s address

Dark side
of web is
greatest
challenge
Analysis

T
here are tens
of millions
of obscene
images of
children

being traded by
paedophiles on the
internet, a senior
police officer said
yesterday (Sean
O’Neill writes).
Chief constable

Simon Bailey, who is
leading national
investigations into
child abuse, said the
increase in online
paedophile activity
posed a challenge for
the criminal justice
system. Police
estimate that 50,000
people in Britain view
child abuse material
online.
Mr Bailey said:

“There is a dark side
to the internet and
that is one of the
greatest challenges
law enforcement faces
today — how to
tackle the abuse of
the web to perpetrate
this crime and other
types of crime.”
Investigators

declined to say how
Operation Notarise
began, the nature of
the networks it is

unravelling or the
cyber-investigation
methods it is using to
gather evidence. With
many more arrests
expected police do
not want to disclose
the extent of their
knowledge.
Detecting and

investigating online
child abuse has,
however, become
increasingly difficult
since it became
significant in the late
1990s. Operation
Cathedral, which
started in 1998, was
hailed as a major
success which led to
107 arrests across 12
countries, including
members of a group
in Britain who called
themselves the
Wonderland Club.
Their invitation-only
network saw itself as
the “crème de la
crème” and was in
regular contact with
an abuser in the
United States who
broadcast his assaults
on children via
webcam.
In the late nineties

police needed a seven-
tonne lorry to take
away the equipment
they seized. Today
detectives recover
evidence from
handheld devices
such as smartphones.
Before Operation

Notarise, the largest
investigation into
internet paedophile
crime was Operation
Ore, which ran from
1999-2002. Police

made more than 3,700
arrests in Britain and
identified 7,250
suspects. Ore arose
from an investigation
into a Texan couple
who ran an internet
portal open to people
who paid by credit
card. Once subscribed
they could view
dozens of child abuse
sites. When the
couple were raided by
the US authorities,
intelligence was
parcelled out across
the world in the form
of credit card account
numbers.
Since then online

paedophile networks
have become more
sophisticated. They
have moved on to the
“dark web” using
encryption sites such
as Tor to hide their
activity. The
intelligence agency
GCHQ has helped to
uncover networks but
there are concerns
that the leaks of
secret papers by
Edward Snowden will
have helped some
paedophile gangs to
evade detection.
Specialist skills are

required for these
investigations, but
sometimes the police
strike lucky. In one
case they raided the
administrator of a
network, found him
online and grabbed
the seat at his desk.
They took over his
computer for several
weeks and identified
the other members.

Backing the
Union: the
fashion pundits
Trinny Woodall
and Susannah
Considine, far
left; Eddie
Izzard, left; and
Sir Tony
Robinson



the times | Thursday July 17 2014 FGM 5

News

Tuition fees aren’t
good for common
people, says Cocker
Jack Malvern Arts Correspondent
Lisa Higgins

Jarvis Cocker’s encounter with a Greek
art student, which inspired one of the
most enduring pop songs of the 1990s,
might never have happened if tuition
fees had been introduced earlier.
Common People, which Cocker

released with his band Pulp in 1995,
begins with the singer meeting a
woman in a student bar who declares
that she wants to have sex with poor
people, like him. “She came from
Greece, shehada thirst for knowledge,”
he sang. “She studied sculpture at St
Martins College/ That’s where I caught
her eye.” The meeting was based on a

real episode in 1988,

when Cocker flirted with a fellow stu-
dent who expressed a desire to live like
“the common people”.
While the woman in the song, who

claimed that “her dad was loaded”,
mightnothavehadanyproblempaying
the tuition fees of £9,000 currently
charged by StMartins College, it would
have affected the singer’s desire to go
there, he said at an event this week.
Cocker, who was promoting the

documentary Pulp: A Film About Life,
DeathandSupermarkets, suggested that
the prospect of large debts would have
deterred him from applying because he
didnotknowwhathewanted todowith
his life.
“Having to go to college or get a job

and thenyoucomeout of collegeowing
lots of money is forcing you to make

your mind up really early,”he said.
“Sometimes you might want to drift
about abit and findwhatyouwant todo
rather than desperately following this
thing because that’s what you’re meant
to do — otherwise you miss the boat.
I’m still a late developer. I’m just getting
going now.”
He said that St Martins could no

longer be the samenursery for creativi-
ty as it had been when he attended in
the late 1980s because the £30,000
costs not only deterred certain types of
students but changed the mindset of
those who did enrol.
“Inevitably theway it is now it’s going

to narrow the band of people that can
go because some people will be put off
by it being so expensive. If you’re going
to fork out that money you’re going to
want to know there’s a career at the end
of it and that’s not artistic thinking.
Artistic thinking is to just have a go and
see what happens and it’s hard to do
that when you have to fork out loads of
money,” he said.
When he returned to the college to

play a gig it was “an emotional night”
because he noticed how the ethos had
changed. “What I liked about college
when Iwentwas having people fromall
backgrounds and nationalities. It was
like aNoah’sArkof people fromall over
the place shoved together on this
course, and it was an interesting mix-
ture and things came of that.”
He said that the band were doing

nothing to celebrate the 20-year anni-
versary of Different Class, the album
that featured Common People. “That’s
boring. We live in an anniversary cul-
ture rather than a forward-looking cul-
ture, but I think it’s good to do some-
thing when it feels good rather than
looking at a calendar. I just like to be
vague. It’s probably whymost of my re-
lationships have problems, commit-
ment issues.”

Drivers with children in car
face £10,000 smoking fine
John Simpson

Drivers with children in their car face
fines of up to £10,000 for smoking or
allowing their passengers to smoke, a
government consultation reveals.
The fixed penalty for both the

offence of smoking in a smoke-free
vehicle, including one carrying a child,
and failing to prevent smoking in such
a smoke-free vehicle will carry a fixed
penalty of £50.
The consultation states that should

the offence reach court, failing to pre-
vent smoking could carry a maximum
fine of £10,000, whereas smoking
would carry a maximum fine of £800
once changes aremade to levels of fines
this autumn.
Published on Tuesday, the consulta-

tion also sets out the defences available
to a smoker, which include that they
“show that theydidnot knowandcould
not reasonably have been expected to
know that it was meant to be smoke-
free”.
An amended bill gave the health

secretary powers to implement a ban in
February, despite strong opposition
from Nick Clegg, the deputy prime
minister, who warned that the
legislation would not work and was

illiberal. “I’m quite an old-fashioned
liberal and Idon’t thinkweshould legis-
late unless it’s going to work,” he said at
the time.
Jane Ellison, the public healthminis-

ter, said yesterday: “Protecting and
improving children’s health is a priority
and this is just one measure we plan to
introduce to help achieve that goal.
“The only effective way to protect

children from second-hand smoke is to
prevent them breathing it in in the first
place. Exposure to secondhand smoke
is a serious health hazard, especially to
children and a significant number of
children say that they are exposed to
second-hand smoke in private vehicle
Penny Woods, the chief executive of

the British Lung Foundation, said: “We
are now closer than ever to the
introduction of a law that would help
prevent hundreds of thousands of
children frombeing exposed to second-
hand smoke in a car. We expect this
consultation will confirm all the details
before a ban is finally introduced next
year.
“There may well be opposition from

the tobacco industry and the cam-
paigning groups they fund, but the evi-
dence of a need for a ban, and its effec-
tiveness, is overwhelming.”

Surf and turf The Prince of Wales meets student chefs at Jamie Oliver’s Fifteen Cornwall restaurant in Watergate Bay

Cocker might not
have applied to
St Martins today

MIKE THOMAS / PA
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On the rocks This image of a wreck off the Cork coast is an entry in the Shipwrecked Mariners’ Society photo competition. The prize is a return ferry crossing to Calais

Labour wards are full of older women
as more choose to start families later
Rosemary Bennett
Social Affairs Correspondent

The average age of women giving birth
has reached 30 for the first time since
records began, as more women put off
starting a family.
Official figures also show that the

decade-long baby boom may have
come to an end, with a sharp fall in the
number of births last year.
There were 698,512 babies born last

year, the Office for National Statistics
(ONS) said, down 4.3 per cent from
729,674 the year before. It is the first
drop since 2001 and the biggest since
the 1970s. The average family size also
shrank to 1.85 children from 1.94.
Fertility rates fell among women of

every age but the decline was smallest
among those aged over 35. Since 1991,
the fertility rate for the over-40s has
trebled.
The age of awomangiving birth is on

average a full year older than a decade
ago and four years older than it was in
the 1970s.
When records began in 1938 the

averageageofamotherwas29, asa lack
of proper conception meant that, for
the most part, women carried on
having children until the menopause.
Experts say that the new trend for

later motherhood is unlikely to be re-
versed, given that more women than
ever are now going to university and
want to work. The rising cost of bring-
ing up a child and later marriage could
also be behind the rise, the ONS said.
Ann Furedi, chief executive of the

British Pregnancy Advisory Service,
said that the trendmight reflect greater
understandingof thedemandsofbring-
ing up a child.
“UK mothers are now on average

older than elsewhere in theworldwhen
they have their first baby. Theremay be
many reasons for this, including the

to push women into having children
earlier when that was clearly not what
they wanted.
“While pregnancy and birth in older

women may present slightly different
challenges for healthcare profession-
als, the answer is not to cajole women
into having babies before they are
readybut to ensureour family planning
and maternity services are set up to
cater for the changing needs and choi-
ces of women today,” she said.
Experts have warned women that

they are taking a risk if they delay start-
ing a family until later in life. Professor
Dame Sally Davies, the chief medical
officer for England, has said that
women in their late 30s and early 40s
are reducing their chance of concep-
tion and increasing medical risks.
In 2013, 47.4 per cent of all babies

were born outside marriage, compared
with 47.5 per cent in 2012 and 41.4 per
cent in 2003, according to the ONS.

Baby’s first word is no accident — she has been practising
Rhys Blakely Los Angeles

Infants silently rehearse their earliest
words for months, practising their first
“mamma” or “dadda” inside their heads
before finally blurting it out, according
to research.
Scientists from the University of

Washington say theyhave captured the
most precise look yet of what happens
inside a baby’s brain when they hear
adults speaking. The researchers dis-
covered that the areaof the brain that is
used to produce speech buzzes with ac-
tivity in babies aged between 7 and 12

months old when they hear speech
components.
“What we’re seeing is that the babies

are practising because theywant to talk
back,” said Patricia Kuhl, a speech
psychologist. Her findings were pub-

lished in theProceedings of theNational
Academies of Sciences.
DrKuhl’s teamusedamachinecalled

a magnetoencephalograph, or MEG,
which measures the brain’s magnetic
field. Unlike other devices, such as an
MRI machine, which requires patients
to remain completely still, the MEG
can deal with amoving subject, such as
a wriggly baby.
The research suggests that babies be-

have like “citizens of the world” in their
earliest months, reacting to the sounds
of all languages equally. However,
when they reach about 8 months, they

begin to latch on to the sound of the
language of their parents, effectively
ignoring foreign sounds.
Theworkmayhelp to solve the riddle

of how children the world over acquire
their native language in a short time.
Infants learn phonology and grammar
via exposure to speech, and produce
speech patterns by the age of one that
can be deciphered by their parents, the
researchers say— a feat that has so far
beaten the most advanced computers.
Dr Kuhl said: “They are ready to lis-

ten, ready to pay attention. They want
to join the adult club.”
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Website jihadist jailed

Free school meals cost

Babar Ahmad, 40, from Tooting,
south London, who ran jihadist
websites to raise funds and
recruit fighters for the Taliban,
was sentenced to 12 years and six
months in prison by an American
court yesterday. He has been held
since 2004 in both Britain and
the US. Judge Janet Hall said that
by his actions Ahmad had helped
to shield Osama bin Laden when
he was plotting the 9/11 attacks.

Ryanair flights mix-up
Ryanair has ordered an inquiry
into how six holidaymakers
headed for Almería in southern
Spain ended up boarding a flight
to Riga, Latvia. Stephen
Pritchard, from Cannock,
Staffordshire, said his boarding
pass was checked three times as
he was ushered on to the wrong
plane. Ryanair said: “We have
asked our handling agent to
investigate this incident.”

Cashless society is here
Half of young Britons use credit
cards for buying goods that cost
less than £2 and three in four 16 to
24-year-olds use cards for
payments under £5, a survey
shows. The research by Pennies,
the charity, found that the shift
away from cash is hitting small
businesses, with one in five people
admitting that they have not
bothered with a purchase when
they could not pay by card.
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time it takes to achieve educational and
professional development, as well as
financial security, and it may also be a
reflectionof howseriously couples take
the responsibility,” she said.
Ms Furedi added that it was a shame

that medical experts were attempting

More than a fifth of England’s
councils are providing money
from their own budgets to pay for
free school meals for infants. A
survey found that 34 of the 150
authorities are financing the
scheme, despite being told that it
would be fully funded by the
government. Free school meals
will be available for all children
aged five to seven, regardless of
background, from this autumn.

The Times
iPad edition
Owners of an iPad can
subscribe to The Times
iPad edition through the
App Store on the device
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Hollie Gazzard was stabbed 14 times by her ex-boyfriend in front of colleagues

Hairdresser’s killer pawned
DVDplayer to buy £3 knife
Simon de Bruxelles

Amanwho stabbed a young hairdress-
er to death in front of staff and
customers had just pawned a stolen
DVD player to buy the knife he used
to kill her.
Hollie Gazzard, 20, was stabbed 14

times by her ex-boyfriend, Asher
Maslin, in February. Maslin, 22,
was jailed for life yesterday with a
recommendation that he serve at least
24 years.
A jury was shown CCTV footage of

Maslin selling the DVD player for £5.
He then went to buy the 30cm (12in)
knife for £3. Ms Gazzard had told her
colleagues at the salon to dial 999 if
Maslin showed up.
The Independent Police Complaints

Commission is investigating whether

police could have done more after she
made at least two complaints against
her former partner.
Twopolice officers and a call handler

are under investigation.
Stephen Mooney, for the prosecu-

tion, told the court that in the
minute and 52 seconds thatMaslin was
in the Fringe Benefits salon in
Gloucester city centre, he inflicted
14 stab wounds on Ms Gazzard. She
suffered slash wounds as she tried to
defend herself from the “brutal and
sustained” attack.
Maslin, a former security guard, was

arrested at a friend’s house the next day
and later admitted murder.
Sentencing Maslin at Gloucester

crown court, Mr Justice Teare said:

“The number of stab wounds on a
defenceless young woman show that
this was a merciless killing. It was
carried out in public, witnessed by
customers of the salon, colleagues of
Hollie Gazzard and by passers-by.
“Your text messages to her and your

deliberate walk to her place of work
show that you had hostile intentions
towards her.”
“Hollie Gazzard was 20 years of age

and at the start of her adult life . . . Her
death has been felt throughout Glouc-
ester, as is shown by the circumstance
that over 900 mourners attended her
funeral at the cathedral.”
As he was taken down to start his

sentence, Maslin nodded to his weep-
ing family and said: “Sorry.”
Maslin and Ms Gazzard had been

together for a year but he became
increasing violent and possessive after
they returned from living in London to
be closer to her family.
Mr Mooney said that the “last

straw” was when Maslin kicked her in
January. The couple met for a meal on
Valentine’s Day andMsGazzard ended
the relationship.
Mr Mooney said: “He gave her his

provisional driving licence and his
mobile phone and told her he no
longer needed them as he was going to
kill himself.”
Maslin later stole her bank card and

took £300 from her account. He texted
her: “This poxy £300means nothing to
me. I amgoing to come into your house
now. Going to smash your house up.”
Another message read: “It’s Asher, give
me a ring now or dis bat is going to hit
your dad’s head.”
Thecourtheard thatMaslinwentout

drinking and taking crack cocaine in
Londonbefore returning toGloucester.
The day before his attack, he wrote to
her: “Hollie ring my phone or call. I
don’t want to get f****** violent as I’ll
take it too far.”
The judge said that Ms Gazzard had

gone to the police and contemplated
obtaining an injunction.
After the hearing Steven Young, a

solicitor representing Maslin’s mother,
Sam, said on her behalf: “Wewelcomed
[Hollie] to our home and she was a
pleasure to be with. Asher cannot
explain why he did what he did. All he
can now do is express through us his
deeply felt sorrow for the painwhichhe
has caused.
“Hollie’s family has acted with

dignity throughout these awfulmonths
sinceherdeathandwehavebeenproud
to support them in their efforts to try to
ensure that no more parents, brothers
and sisters have to go through such a
nightmare.”
Detective Chief Inspector Steve

Bean, who led the investigation, said:
“This horrific and violent attack was a
spiteful and cowardly reaction by a
self-obsessed individual who couldn’t
handle rejection.”

Six journalists will not face
charges over phone hacking
John Simpson

Five journalists arrested in dawn raids
by police investigating alleged phone
hacking have been told that they will
not face charges yesterday after spend-
ing 17 months on police bail.
The decision by prosecutors not to

charge the three women and two men
and another journalist who was “inter-
viewed by appointment” will raise fur-
ther questions about the Scotland Yard
investigation into tabloid newspapers.
GregorMcGill, a senior lawyer at the

Crown Prosecution Service, said yes-
terday: “We have concluded that there
is insufficient evidence for a realistic
prospect of conviction in connection
with allegations relating to the unlaw-
ful interception of telecommunica-
tions.”
All six journalists were formerly

employed at the News of the World.
RebekahBrooks, the former editor,was
cleared last month of conspiracy to
hack voicemails following a £100 mil-
lion trial. Andy Coulson, her successor
and former Downing Street spokes-
man, was convicted and jailed for 18
months.
Twoof the journalists cleared yester-

day were also investigated for alleged
breaches of the Data Protection Act.
Prosecutors ruled there was insuffi-
cient evidence to prosecute one of the
journalists, and said it would not be in
the public interest to bring charges
against the other.
Two other former News of the World

journalists,menaged48and63, remain
on bail as part of the phone hacking in-
vestigation. TheNews of theWorldwas
closed in response to the outcry about
phone hacking.

Asher Maslin was
captured on CCTV
pawning a stolen
DVD player, below

SWNS
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AsDavidCameron rose to the dispatch
box for the last prime minister’s ques-
tions before summer recess yesterday, a
gathering of MPs visible out of the
corner of his eye may have caused him
greater concern than the attacks
coming from the Labour benches.
Owen Paterson, dumped as environ-

ment secretary, and Liam Fox, the
former defence secretary who turned
downa junior roleat theForeignOffice,
stood side by side at the bar of the
House, well away from the ears of the
Tory frontbenchers.
Anger among Tories sacked or over-

looked in the reshufflewas growing last
night, with warnings that an alliance
between the two former cabinet minis-
ters, both on the right, would spell seri-
ous trouble for Mr Cameron.
In the most damaging reshuffle

misjudgment, it emerged that the job
offer to Dr Fox was not even delivered
by the prime minister. Instead, Mr
Cameron’s parliamentary aide Gavin
Williamson was dispatched to sound
out Dr Fox about a role that he held 20
years ago.
Allies said Dr Fox had made clear

that he “didn’t need to be in the govern-
ment” to air his views. “What they just
don’t get is not everyone needs to be in
office,” said a friend.
MPs pointed out that if Dr Fox had

accepted the job, he would have found
himself working under Philip Ham-
mond, who replaced him as defence
secretary after his resignation. Friends
also said Dr Fox remained wary about
the drive to replace permanent soldiers
with reserve forces, a plan devised by
Mr Hammond.
Party sources said that Mr Cameron

had been resistant to the idea of bring-
ing back Dr Fox at all but that he took
a gamble in offering him a minor role.
The decision is being seen as a sign of
the new ruthlessness within No 10.
There was also growing fury that No

10 was continuing to punish MPs who
demanded a referendum on the EU
during a Commons vote in 2011.
“Out of 81 people who voted to have

a referendum only two — Andrea
Leadsom and Priti Patel — have been
allowed to beministers,” said one over-
looked MP. “Out of the 70-odd rebels

who were men, none has. What credi-
bility does the commitment to have an
in/out referendum on the EU have
when they whipped against that vote
and continue to punish almost every-
one who dared to support what they
now claim to believe in?”
One recently departed minister said:

“This No 10 never forgets.”
Dr Fox and Mr Paterson are now

regardedbydisaffectedMPsaspossible
troublemakers overEurope. “Theywill
rock the boat,” said one. “The line
about leaving the EU if the renegotia-
tion terms aren’t good enough is being
overtaken by people who just think we
should leave. Theyhavemore credibili-
ty.”
Another said: “There are a lot of ex-

ministerswho are not very happy and a
lot on the right of the party.”
Eurosceptics are pinning their hopes

onMrHammond, the new foreign sec-
retary, to “push the renegotiation of
Britain’s EU membership quite hard”.
OtherMPs were simply in despair at

having been overlooked for the last
time before the election.
“You work hard, do all the right

things and you get nothing for it—you
don’t even get thanked for it,” one said.
Michael Gove’s demotion from edu-

cation secretary to chief whip also hit
early problems yesterday when he lost
the first vote of his tenure. On his first
day in the job, Labour won a vote over
its plan to allow the Office for Budget
Responsibility to audit its manifesto.
The vote was not binding but it will

embarrass Mr Gove, who has now
stocked up on books about the art of
whipping.Hispurchases includeBreak-
ing The Code by Gyles Brandreth, a
former whip.
His claims to have been happy with

the move appeared to be punctured by
his wife, theDailyMail columnist Sarah
Vine, who tweeted a link to an article
describing the reshuffle as “a shabby
day’s work which Cameron will live to
regret”. She also tweeted a Times
cartoon depicting the prime minister
poised to suffocate Mr Gove.
Meanwhile,MPswere also question-

ing Mr Cameron’s decision to promote
several women. “A lot of the pre-2010
people have been thrown overboard,”
said one. “Some have decided to go
because they see no future.”

AndrewLansleymay be given a job as a
UN humanitarian chief by the prime
minister as a consolation for missing
out on becoming Britain’s next Euro-
pean commissioner.
David Cameron is also set to hand

out three knighthoods to other depart-
ing ministers in a spree that has led to
accusations that he is abusing the hon-
ours system.
Mr Lansley was removed as leader of

theHouse in the reshuffle and is stand-
ing down at the next parliament. In his
resignation letter, he saidMr Cameron
was supporting his efforts towin a “role
in international public service”.
That “role” is understood to be head

Ruthless reshuffle leaves
Cameron facing dangerous
army of the disaffected

The public verdict

Do you think Michael Gove
did a good or bad job as

education secretary?

Do you think David Cameron
was right or wrong to remove

Gove as education secretary?

And thinking
about women

in the Conservative
party, which of
the following best
reflects your view?

Total good job

Total bad job

Right

Wrong

Don’t know

Don’t know

Q

Q

Q Women have many senior roles
and are very well represented
at the top of the party

There are some women in
senior roles and they are fairly
well represented

There are not many women in
senior roles and they are not
very well represented

There are no women in
senior roles and it seems
dominated by men

Not sure

22%

58%
19%

63%

12%

26%

5%

31%

39%

4%

21%

Source:
YouGov/Times;
2,107 adults were
interviewed
July 15-16

Percentages may not add
to 100 due to rounding

Lansley in line for role as UN humanitarian chief
Francis Elliott, Matt Dathan

Little sympathy for Gove
Francis Elliott

D
avid
Cameron’s
decision to
sack
Michael

Gove as education
secretary has won a
ringing endorsement
from voters.
A YouGov poll

shows 63 per cent
backed Mr Gove’s
demotion to chief
whip against just 12
per cent who wanted
him to stay on.
Mr Cameron was

pressured to remove
the reforming but
controversial minister
after being shown
“toxic” polling data.
The survey offers a

further insight into
political calculation

behind a difficult
personal decision to
demote his friend,
with 58 per cent
believing Mr Gove
had been a poor
education secretary.
By contrast almost

the same number —
59 per cent — think
William Hague did a
good job as foreign
secretary before his
move to become
leader of the House in
this week’s shake-up.
Mr Cameron

claimed that the
reshuffle, which
doubled the number
of Tory women in the
top team, meant his
government
“reflected modern
Britain”.
Voters, however,

are unconvinced.

Almost half of those
asked — 47 per cent
— believe that the
Conservatives are
unrepresentative and
that the reshuffle has
made no difference,
with just 14 per cent
agreeing it had made
the party more like
the rest of society.
Mr Cameron has

better news on voters’
attitudes about
whether women are
well represented in
his party, however. A
year ago just 27 per
cent agreed.
Media coverage of

the procession of
promoted female
ministers in Downing
Street has helped
push the number to
36 per cent in the poll,
conducted yesterday.

Michael Savage, Francis Elliott

of the UNOffice for the Co-ordination
of Humanitarian Affairs.
Alan Duncan and Hugh Robertson,

meanwhile, who stepped down as min-
isters in international defence and the
Foreign Office are reported to have
been told that they are to be made
Knights Commander of theOrder of St
Michael and St George.
Oliver Heald, the outgoing solicitor

general, is also in line for a knighthood.
Downing Street refused to confirm

the reports but Labour said that, if they
proved to be correct, they would be
seen as an abuse.
Michael Dugher, shadow Cabinet

Office minister, said: “Dishing out
hush-hush honours and gongs as gold-
en goodbyes just to keep his sacked

ministers happy, shows how weak
Cameron is.”
Mr Lansley was Mr Cameron’s boss

in the Conservative Research Depart-
ment. In an interview last year, Mr
Lansley said he spotted Mr Cameron’s
potential as a future leader at the time
and jokingly asked to be remembered.
“I said, ‘I want to be governor-general
of Bermuda, and I would particularly
like the shorts and the hat,’” he toldThe
House magazine.
Meanwhile Mr Cameron faced a

backlash over his decision not to
appoint any members of the House of
Lords as a full member to his new cabi-
net, with peers attacking the move as a
“constitutional outrage”.
The prime minister also came under

fireoverhisdecision to topupthesalary
ofBaronessStowell ofBeeston, thenew
leader of theHouse of Lords, with Tory
party funds.
Lady Stowell will perform the same

role as Lord Hill of Oareford, who was
nominated as Britain’s new EU com-
missioner, but will not receive the same
cabinet-level salary that he was paid by
thegovernment—£78,891—as there is
a limit to the number of paid cabinet
positions. She will instead have the
discrepancy in pay supplemented by
Tory coffers to avoid the embarrass-
ment of gender pay discrimination.
However, Baroness Royall of Blais-

don, the Labour leader in the House of
Lords,described themoveas “improper
and unethical”.
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F
orget the
women. The
one I couldn’t
stop looking at
was Michael

Gove. He sat, in the
chief whip’s place, at
the very edge of the
front bench, his legs
crossed. The
spectacles, square and
heavy, shouted out that
he was an intellectual.
His face is in constant
motion, lips sashaying,
forehead doing the
rumba while the
eyebrows tangoed. It
was like Strictly Come
Dancing but for the
face. Mr Gove was
wearing a pink shirt
and, I am happy to
report, trousers. (Now
that the front bench is
like a catwalk, I felt I
had to tell you.)
Ed Miliband stood

up to Tory cheers. He
had a fuchsia red tie.
What did it mean? I

suspect it is all
about post-
modernist
socialism, for
almost
everything on
the catwalk is.
“We have
always said
that we will
support the
government
when they
do the right
thing,” he
said.
Everyone

looked flummoxed for
it hasn’t been a great
week for doing things
right (just ask Theresa
May, catwalk veteran).
Ed now trilled: “So

can I join thousands of
parents across the
country in
congratulating the
prime minister on
getting rid of the
education secretary?
Why did he demote
him?”
Mr Gove’s face

salsaed. The prime
minister, who was also
wearing trousers, his
tie very Tory blue,
surely the perfect
post-reshuffle hue,
answered by heaping
praise on the outgoing
chief whip, Sir George
Young, a paean that
failed to mention that
he had actually sacked
Sir George at the last
mini-reshuffle before
having to bring him
back when Andrew
Mitchell had to go and
spend more time with
his bicycle.
“So when it came to

replacing an
extraordinary
politician,” cried Dave,
“ I wanted to find the
very best candidate,
and I am proud to have
done so in the former
education secretary!”
More eyebrow

salsaing. (Should
Michael Gove’s face
have its own TV
show?) Ed Miliband
pulled out some quote
from Dave about how
Mr Gove would be
staying in his job for
ever. “So why did you
do it? Is it the shortage
of primary school
places, the unqualified
teachers, or the failure
of his free schools?” he

said. Dave read out a
list of Mr Gove’s
achievements so long
that I feared it was
some kind of best man
wedding speech.
Ed shot back:“If it

has all been such a
great success, I still do
not know why you
have sacked him.”
But then the Tory

benches were littered
with similarly
extraordinarily
talented people (well,
OK, men). There was
Andrew Lansley, arms
wrapped round
himself, not on the
front bench for the
first time in four years.
The former
environment secretary
Owen Paterson, the
badger’s foe, was
standing at the bar of
the House. He was next
to the former defence
secretary, Liam Fox,
more dangerous than
ever.
Tories kept shouting

“weak” at Ed Miliband.
I can’t think why. “I
will tell you what is
weak,” said Ed, rather
weakly, “saying a
month ago that you are
happy with your team
and then sacking part
of your team!”
Dave, who has so

much chutzpah these
days that he should
bottle and sell it, said:
“In this party, the
leader reshuffles the
cabinet. In your party,
the shadow cabinet
desperately wants to
reshuffle the leader!”
This brought huge
cheers from the Tories
(Mr Gove’s eyebrows
loved it) and a few, I
suspect, from Labour.
It’s going to be a long

summer.

Truss flirted with
Lib Dems before
embracing Tories

She has been dubbed Thatcher 2.0— a
rising star in the Conservative party re-
nowned for her free-market zeal. But
Liz Truss, one of the biggest winners of
this week’s reshuffle, was a monarchy-
bashing Lib Dem in her days as a stu-
dent politician.
“We Liberal Democrats believe in

opportunity for all,” she declared from
the podium of the 1994 autumn
conference while an Oxford under-
graduate. “Wedonot believepeople are
born to rule.”
While the barnstorming speech is

well-known in Westminster, the new
environment secretary, who at 38 is the
youngest everwoman cabinetminister,
had a more advanced career in the Lib
Dems than shehas previously let on.As
well as being active in the party at uni-
versity she was elected to the national
executive committee of its youth and
student wing.
She didn’t fit in, according to a con-

temporary. “In thosedays thepartywas
going through a particularly soggy
social-democrat phase. I think she was
appalled both at how shambolic it was
and how many Trots there were.”
She didn’t last long, resigning soon

after to join the Conservative party,
even as it was clearly on the way out of
power and was unfashionable.
“Itwasaballsy thing todo,”acontem-

porary who knew her at the time said.
“But it was clear she was going places.
She was forceful, very articulate and
impatient with those she believed to be
lazy or woolly.”
The decision to switch to a more

promisingpartywasanearly in-
dicator of the ambition that
has helped her to reach the
cabinet table only four years
after entering Westminster.
Brought up in Yorkshire,

MsTruss attendedwhat shehas
described as a “genuine com-
prehensive” in Leeds. Her
mother, a CND member,
took her on anti-nuclear
marches. Her father, a left-
wingmaths lecturer, refused
to campaign for her at the
general election.
She won a place at

Oxford, where she read
philosophy, politics and
economics. She was
taught byMarc Stears, the
professor of British and
American political
thought who is now Ed
Miliband’s chief speechwrit-
er.
After graduating Ms Truss

worked at Shell before be-
coming an accountant. A stint
at the Reform think-tank
honed her small-state ideolo-
gy and an interest in greater
rigour in schools.
Though selected as one of

David Cameron’s A-list of
preferred candidates, she al-
most never made it to West-
minster. She won the
selection contest in the
Tory safe seat of South

West Norfolk, but when the press re-
vived a story about an 18-month affair
with the married MPMark Field there
was an attempt by the “turnip taliban”
to deselect her.
Her career and her marriage sur-

vived the episode. She was elected in
2010 with a 13,000 majority.
In parliament she founded the influ-

ential free-enterprise group of free-
market ToryMPs. One of its early pub-
lications caught the headlines with its
claimthatBritons “areamong theworst
idlers in the world”.
Promoted to children’s minister in

2012, she was seen as a “mini Michael
Gove”who shared the education secre-
tary’s passion for radicalism. She went
to China to learn aboutmaths teaching
and preached the values of longer
school days so that children could go
horse riding and join orchestras.
She got a taste for street-fighting

after being given a bloody nose byNick
Clegg when he blocked her plans to
slash childcare regulation.
Among colleagues Ms Truss has

gained a mixed reputation. To friends
she is sharp and fun, “an inveterate gig-
gler and gossiper”. Others are riled by
her plain ambition and abrasive style.

As she has herself admitted, “I amquite
bolshy, sometimes. I like to get my own
way, let’s put it like that.”

The decision thisweek to give her
the environment job was a sur-
prise. Friends say she will be dis-
appointed not to have succeeded
Mr Gove, but accept that she was

almost as divisive as him in
the education world. “If
your point is to remove
Michael to pacify the
unions, Liz would prob-
ably be just as ardent,”
said one.

While her consti-
tuency has experi-

enced flooding and is
home to farming commu-
nities, the environment
brief is not her natural ter-
ritory. Her reputation for
eccentricity led one West-
minster observer to remark
that “she’ll probably try to
privatise badgers”.
One friend said that she

would see the role as “the price
of a seat at the cabinet table”.

Does she, as is widely
claimed, hanker after the
Tory leadership? “She
gives off all the right

vibes,” the MP said.
“And now she’s got
the springboard.”

Friends say the new
cabinet minister has
always been ambitious,
Laura Pitel and
Francis Elliott report
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The tough-talking guru
who has Cameron’s ear
TimMontgomery, page 19

Ann Treneman
Parliamentary
Sketch

STEFAN ROUSSEAU/PA

What are the men
wearing?And how have
they done their hair?
Deborah Ross, times2, page 38

Liz Truss is seen
as sharp, fun but
also abrasively
ambitious

Face facts —it only takes
two eyebrows to tango

Newly promoted
Esther McVey had
to ditch her heels
when she joined
David Cameron,
above, on a visit to
the Brompton
bicycle factory
yesterday. At PMQs
Ed Miliband, below,
had fun at Michael
Gove’s expense
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Boris-backed
free school
wins reprieve
Nicola Woolcock

A free school that had its funding
withdrawn weeks before it was due to
open has been saved after a U-turn by
government officials.
The Fulham Boys School (FBS) in

west London, a Christian, single-sex
secondary school, was scheduled to
open in September. Staff had been
appointed and boys had attended set-
tling-in sessions. Two weeks ago, the
Department for Education withdrew
its support for the school and said it
could not open after all because of
uncertainties over its permanent site.
The school campaigned to have the

decision overturned, with the help of
Boris Johnson, the mayor of London.
Yesterday the DfE reversed its

decision and said that FBS could open
in the autumn. A spokesman for the
school said that it had endured an “ago-
nising fortnight”.
FBS will be located in north Fulham

forat least twoyearsandwill thenmove
to a permanent home. Mr Johnson has
proposed a number of potential per-
manent sites.
The school was set up by a group of

parents and teachers, with the support
of the Church of England and the
backing of the local authority, Ham-
mersmith and Fulham.

Head teacher
awarded himself
£134,000 pay rise

Nicola Woolcock
Education Correspondent

Fewer students are receiving financial
help from universities, but those who
getbursariesand feewaiversaregetting
bigger amounts, according to a report
published yesterday.
Of the £743 million spent on widen-

ing participation in tertiary education,
£464 million was spent on support for
401,500 poorer students. This was an
increase of £78 million on the year
before, but a drop of 40,000 students.
The least affluent first-year students

received, on average, £1,268 each, com-
pared with £915 the year before.
The elite Russell Group institutions,

which have fewer disadvantaged stu-
dents, targeted their help at encourag-
ing more of them to apply.
The report, by the Higher Education

Funding Council for England and the
Office for Fair Access (Offa), said top
universities needed to make “further,
faster change” to recruit poor students.
Analysis byOffa shows the better-off

fifth of young people are still 6.3 times
more likely to go to university than the
most disadvantaged two fifths.
Under the new fees system, institu-

tions must submit to Offa’s annual “ac-
cess agreements” setting out how they
will attract disadvantaged students.

Greg Hurst Education Editor

The head of a private school based in
Charles Dickens’s former house has
been accused of awarding himself pay
rises that pushed his salary to £168,985
a year.
The former chairmanof governors at

Gad’s Hill School in Higham, Kent,
accused its headmaster of “setting his
own salary” over a period of 11 years.
John Melville, who quit the school’s

board of governors in April, said that
when David Craggs was appointed
headmaster in 2000 he was paid
£35,130 a year. Five years on it had leapt
to £107,674 and by 2011 his pay had
reached £168,985.
“I advised the salary review board

that the headmaster had been setting
hisownsalary,”MrMelville said. “Their
initial reaction was they were fairly
aghast at this and saying, ‘What canwe
do about it?’ ”
Theheadmaster has since beengiven

a revised contract of employment
under which his salary has been cut by
£70,000. However, the Charity Com-
mission has also been alerted to sepa-
rate complaints that Mr Craggs used a
school credit or debit card on 20 occa-
sions to make purchases without the
approval of the governing body.
Two more governors have since quit

the school, which charges fees of
£10,555 a year.
Concerns were raised by a former

employee of the school in March 2012,
whichprompted the governors to order
an investigation. Governors appear to
have discovered two years earlier that
the headmaster had apparently award-
ed himself annual pay rises running to
five figures and initially decided to keep
quiet. Mr Melville told BBC South

East: “Iwasbitterlydisappointed, angry
and upset at the fact that the headmas-
ter had used charitable funds and I
assembled a lot of evidence to confirm
that. The advice we got from our
solicitor was that we should refer the
matter to the police. The consensus of
the board was that we should not do
that.”
The BBC also reported that Mr

Craggs had chosen not to contest the
allegation that he made purchases
using a school credit or debit cardon20
separate occasions without approval
from the governors.
The Charity Commission said that

any allegation of misappropriation of

fundswas very serious and should have
been reported. It has written to the
school requesting details. It was previ-
ously told of the head’s salary increases
but said thiswas amatter for the school.
Gad’s Hill said its inquiry two years

ago found that the headmaster had not
breached procedures. Kirsty Hillocks,
the acting chairwoman of governors at
Gad’sHill, said itwouldco-operatewith
requests from the Charity Commission
and added that Mr Craggs “deservedly
has the full confidence of school staff
and the governing body”.
A spokesman for Gad’sHill criticised

the former chairman of governors for
speaking out, saying that it was “unfor-
tunate Mr Melville has felt the need to
speak to the media”.

David Craggs: also
accused of using
school credit card
without approval

HONDA / SWNS

Rise of the robot A montage shows the evolution of Honda’s Asimo robot since 1986. The latest model can run and jump

Bursaries are
bigger but
few get them
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Even by British standards the weather
this weekend is likely to be changeable
in the extreme.
Yesterday Public Health England

(PHE) issued urgent advice warning
people to stay out of the sun between
11am and 3pm tomorrow as a mini-
heatwave takes hold.
The warning came after the Met

Office declared a Level 2 health alert,
triggered when there is a high chance
that temperatures will reach between
28C (82F) and 32C (89F) over two con-
secutive days and not dip below 15C
(59F) at night.
The heatwavewill begin this evening

with temperatures climbing above 30C
(86F) on Friday.
But the suncream will not be needed

for long. Violent storms are expected to
sweep in on Saturday, prompting the
Met Office to issue severe weather
alerts for rain covering most of En-
gland, Scotland and Wales. Torrential
downpours, lightning, hail and strong
gusts could arrive 24 hours after what
should be the hottest day of the year.
Yellow “be aware” alerts for rain are

in place for most of England, with only
the southwest tip between Plymouth
and Land’s End escaping. All of eastern
Wales and most parts of eastern Scot-
land are also covered by the alert.
Saturday’s weather could lead to lo-

calised flooding, the Environment
Agency said yesterday, as the Met
Office also warned of possible surface-
water flooding and flash floods.
The warmest weather is due to be in

London and the southeast, the east of
England and the East and West Mid-
lands, but even the coldest reaches of
Britain are expected to see tempera-
tures rise above 20C (68F).
“It’s going to be humid and sticky,

feeling very close, particularly over-
night, whenwewill see verywarm tem-
peratures, so we are warning people to
be sensible,” a forecaster for the Met
Office said.
PHE urged people to stay out of the

sun during the hottest part of the day,
drink plenty of fluids and to use at least
factor 15 suncream. It also asked people
to be aware of children, the elderly and
animals to ensure that they are not suf-
fering in the heat. The agency also
stressed the importance of keeping
homes cool by closing curtains on the
sun and opening windows where poss-
ible when it is cooler.
Forecast, page 17

Beware the heatwave and then the storm
John Simpson

Sunrise over the
Swale estuary in
Kent, above; sun
lovers flocked to
Brighton beach
yesterday; and
the Milky Way
over Durdle Door
in Dorset

Summer
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Nurse blames cannibal fantasies on dominant mother

A nurse who allegedly arranged to eat
a 14-year-old girl told police that he
started having fantasies about
cannibalism at the age of six because
of his domineering mother (David
Brown writes).
Dale Bolinger said that he imagined

staff at his school taking some of the
girls to the kitchen to eat them,
Canterbury Crown Court was told. He
told police: “By the time I got to 14, I
turned into the villain of the piece
and I wondered what it would be like
to eat a girl.” Bolinger, 57, said: “It was
a bit of a bizarre thing but it never
would have become anything. I could
never take a human life.”

The nurse, who worked at Kent and
Canterbury Hospital, admitted
researching ways to butcher human
carcasses and said that he enjoyed
watching cartoons where boys and
girls were eaten by large animals. He
blamed his behaviour on his “very
domineering” mother.
The court heard that Bolinger

bought an axe in September 2012, the
day before he was due to meet an
internet contact who he believed was
a 14-year-old girl called Eva Gonza.
She did not turn up to their meeting.
He denies one count of attempting to
meet a child under the age of 16 after
sexual grooming. The trial continues.

New Beatles documentary gets back to life on the road

Arthritis drug may slow decline in Alzheimer’s patients

An anti-arthritis drug can slow the
progress of Alzheimer’s, a study has
suggested. Researchers found that
people with mild to moderate
Alzheimer’s who took etanercept
maintained their mental abilities over
six months, while those on a placebo
declined (Chris Smyth writes).
Scientists are cautiously optimistic

that the drug could be given to
dementia patients in about five years’
time, if further trials are successful.
The study was led by Clive Holmes, of
the University of Southampton. He
said: “Our results are better than we
expected. We have shown that using

etanercept in patients who have
Alzheimer’s disease would be safe and
has positive outcomes after six
months. However, this is a small
study and should now be tested in a
larger clinical trial.”
Etanercerpt blocks production of

the protein TNF-alpha — previous
research found that Alzheimer’s
patients with high levels of this
declined faster than those without.
In a study of 41 patients, Professor

Holmes found that those given a
weekly injection of the drug
maintained their cognitive abilities
better than the control group.

Beaver family set to be given the freedom of Devon

A family of beavers that the
government had planned to trap and
keep in captivity for the rest of their
lives may be allowed to return to the
wild (Ben Webster writes). The
beavers living on the River Otter in
Devon will still be trapped and tested
for disease but the Department for
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
has agreed to work with wildlife
groups, which want them returned to
the river. The trapping will be delayed
until October because one of the
beavers recently gave birth to three
kits. They will be left undisturbed
until they have been weaned.

The film director Ron Howard is to
make a documentary about the
Beatles’ “touring years”, up to their
last paid-for concert at Candlestick
Park in San Francisco, right, in 1966.
After that, the group concentrated on
studio work, making only one more
public appearance together on the
rooftop of their Savile Row
headquarters in London in 1969.
The film, which will cover the

Fab Four’s time at the Cavern Club
in Liverpool and their years
performing in the clubs of Hamburg,
is being made with the full
co-operation of Sir Paul McCartney,
Ringo Starr and the widows of John
Lennon and George Harrison —
Yoko Ono and Olivia Harrison.

The story of these years has
previously been told in The Beatles
Anthology series of films in the 1990s.
Howard, who won Oscars for best

director and best picture for A
Beautiful Mind in 2001, said he was
excited and honoured to be working
“on this astounding story of these
four young men who stormed the
world in 1964”. He added that the
Beatles’ “impact on popular culture
and the human experience cannot
be exaggerated”.
It was the band’s visit to America

in early 1964, along with a first
celebrated appearance on the popular
US programme The Ed Sullivan Show,
that demonstrated the impact they
had made on the world.

Energy waste of TV shows
left unwatched for hours
Fifty-five per cent of people go out of
the room and leave unattended home
entertainment devices playing TV
programmes for at least 90 minutes a
day, a study suggests.
Researchers also discovered that

viewers typically now have three
devices on which to watch their
choice of TV shows and films.
Twenty-four per cent of those aged

18 to 24 use tablets, with 19 per cent
tuning in via smartphones and 13 per
cent on games consoles. Almost all
older people prefer a TV set, the study
by energy company E.ON found.
Beverley Maguire, energy efficiency

expert at E.ON, said devices should
be switched off when not being used,
adding: “Electricity is going to waste.”

JIM MARSHALL

Beach drive motorist is left with that sinking feeling
A man who drove on to a beach with
his daughter to enjoy the sunshine
watched in horror as his car was
engulfed by the incoming tide after it
got stuck in the sand. Rescue workers
tried in vain to release the four-wheel
drive vehicle on Brean beach in
Somerset, but the soft sand around
the car made it impossible for rescue
vehicles to get close enough to pull it
free — a JCB digger and two trucks
had to turn back. The owner of the
car, Paul Redfern, from Bristol, said:
“I’d been driving along the beach with
my daughter enjoying the sunshine
and didn’t think I could get stuck.”
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Doctors cannot
be trusted to play
God, says actress
Britain’s best-known disabled actress
has urged parliament to throw out
moves to legalise assisted dying, saying
she does not trust doctors with extra
power to prescribe lethal drugs.
Liz Carr, who plays the forensic sci-

entist Clarissa Mullery in the BBC
drama Silent Witness, said physicians
alreadyhad enoughpower over life and
death without giving them more. She
said it was safer to leave it to the courts.
Ms Carr, in her 40s, has been in a

wheelchair since childhood and
admits that shewouldnotbealive today
if it were not for the talent and dedica-
tion of doctors who treat her. “But I
knowtheyare fallible. Someonmyown
medical team have underestimatedmy
life expectancy. It is very common for
someone with a disability to be told
they are not likely to live until a certain
age— and for them to carry on living,”
she toldTheTimeson the eve of a Lords
debate on the issue.
She has also seen disbelief among

doctors that severely disabled people
can have any quality of
life and believes that
this affects their judg-

ment. “I don’t think doctors are mali-
cious, but there is a prejudice. They
wonder how someone they are treating
can have any quality of life because
they are so dependent on carers or
seem to have lost their dignity. They do
not think they could cope if itwas them.
But that personmay have adapted very
well to their condition to the point of
living a good life.”
Peers will debate a bill legalising

assisted dying on Friday. It would allow
doctors to administer lethal doses of
medication to those with a terminal
illness and only six months to live.
Although a strong majority of the

public favours a legal change, religious
leaders, the main disability campaign
groupsanddoctors’ professional bodies
are all opposed.
The prime minister said yesterday

that he was not convinced about a new
law. “I worry about legalising euthana-
sia. People might be being pushed into
things that they don’t actually want for
themselves, but by all means let’s have
the debate,” David Cameron said.
In her interview, Ms Carr was also

anxious that there was a blurring of
boundaries in the public mind about
the difference between terminal illness
and disability. The champions of
assisted dying, including the late Tony
Nicklinson, who had locked-in syn-
drome, and Paul Lamb, who has no
movement in any of his limbs, would
not be covered by the remit of this bill.
Other high-profile disabled people

who are in favour of assisted dying
include Stephen Hawking, the physi-
cist, and Sir Chris Woodhead, the
former chief inspector of schools.
Richard Hawkes, the chief executive

of the disability charity Scope, said that
by and large disabled people were
worried about a change in the law.
“They are concerned that it will lead to
disabled people, and other vulnerable
people, feeling under pressure to end
their lives. The campaign reinforces
deep-seated beliefs that the lives of dis-
abled people are not worth as much as
other people’s,” he said.

Rosemary Bennett
Social Affairs Correspondent

Housing estate near car plant
‘will dent Rolls-Royce image’

The chief executive of Rolls-Royce
Motor Cars has attacked the proposed
development of 350 homes near its
plant in theHomeCounties, saying that
it would damage the brand.
Torsten Müller-Ötvös submitted a

writtenobjection toChichesterDistrict
Council in which he made clear his
belief that the Goodwood Estate,
owned by the Duke of Richmond, is
“one of England’s finest” and that to
allow the development would mean
that the plant would “effectively be
located in the middle of a housing
estate”.
Mr Müller-Ötvös said that the

“bespoke” plant, which was built in
2003 at a cost of about £200 million,
was the “only location in the UK cap-
able ofmeeting the company’s exacting
requirements”.
He added: “Were it to be built, we be-

lieve it would be damaging to Rolls-
Royce. This proposalwill simply extend
the suburban development of Chiches-

ter. Rolls-Royce will effectively be
located within a housing estate that is
indistinguishable from any UK urban
location; exactly the situation we
sought so hard to avoid.”
A spokesman for Commercial

Estates Group, the developer responsi-
ble for the plans, said that despite re-
peated efforts tomeet with representa-
tives of Rolls-Royce, nobody had been
forthcoming. CEG says that the devel-
opment would help staff at the plant by
providing convenient housing. “This
proposal will deliver the much-needed
new homes in the area in a sustainable
way, close to jobs and services; as such
it is supported by the council in its draft
local plan.
“We have extensively consulted with

residents, small businesses, the parish
council and other local groups,” he
added.
Campaigners from the Chichester

Society, a residents’ organisation, also
oppose the development. The council
did not reply to requests for comment.
The planning request is still pending.

John Simpson

Liz Carr says
some doctors
are biased
over disability

First past
the post
Stamps
issued by
the Royal
Mail to
mark the
Common
wealth
Games in
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today. They
were
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the Dutch
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Nanette
Hoogslag
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Care homes to shape up or shut down Death-row Briton loses
appeal for legal aid
A grandmother on death row in
Indonesia has lost an appeal to
the UKSupreme Court over the
lawfulness of a Foreign Office
policy not to provide funding for
legal representation to Britons
facing capital charges (Frances
Gibb writes).
However, the five justices said

that there should be an “urgent
review of the policy” as it applies
to Lindsay Sandiford, 57, from
Cheltenham, Gloucester, who was
convicted last year of trafficking
drugs into Bali and sentenced to
death by firing squad.
Sandiford was convicted for

smuggling cocaine worth £1.6
million into the holiday resort
from Thailand in May 2012.

Assange court defeat
The WikiLeaks founder Julian
Assange has lost a legal bid to
have an arrest warrant issued in
Sweden cancelled. A judge in
Stockholm decided to uphold the
warrant against him for alleged
sexual offences against two
women. Mr Assange, 43, has been
living in the Ecuadorian embassy
in London for more than two
years to avoid extradition. His
Swedish lawyer said that he
would appeal against the decision.

Watershed TV penalty
Ofcom has fined a broadcaster
£100,000 for screening graphic
depictions of “extreme violence”
before the 9pm watershed — the
first such financial penalty
imposed for this reason. Scenes of
torture, mutilation and murder
were shown during the day in
school holidays last year by the
Investigation Discovery channel.
The footage featured in a series
called Deadly Women, which
dramatised real-life killings.

8ft 5in man dies at 24
One of Britain’s tallest men has
died after suffering a heart attack
at the age of 24. Robert Smith
suffered from proteus syndrome,
a disorder that causes overgrowth
of the bones and skin, which was
also thought to have affected
Joseph “John” Merrick, known as
the Elephant Man. Mr Smith, of
Walsoken, near Wisbech,
Cambridgeshire, was said to be 8ft
5in tall. He was housebound and
cared for by his mother, Rita.

Overdue thank you
A man who rescued a drowning
child almost 40 years ago has
received a letter from him
thanking him for saving his life.
Peter King, 40, was aged three or
four when he fell into the Kennet
and Avon Canal and was rescued
by Ken Littleboy, now 75. Mr
King, of Exmouth, Devon, traced
his rescuer to send him a “long
overdue” letter. Mr Littleboy, of
Reading, said: “He wasn’t
breathing when I pulled him out.”

Food for thought
One in ten adults has never eaten
vegetables such as leek, celery
and kale, a study finds. Millions of
Britons reach adulthood without
ever having tried basic foods such
as turnips and sprouts and one in
five has never eaten sardines. One
in ten avoids tuna or goat’s cheese
and a fifth shun olives. The study,
commissioned by Seven Seas,
found that the average diet is
leading to deficiencies in Omega-
3, which aids the immune system.

Chris Smyth Health Correspondent

Jeremy Hunt has said there are too
many care homes he would not want
his mother to live in, as he outlines
plans for an Ofsted-style “special
measures” regime.
The health secretary said that only

through being open about failure could
underperforming institutions be
helped to improve, with new leader-
ship, extra staff and attention from
regulators. Those that did not improve
would be shut down.
Andrea Sutcliffe, chief inspector of

adult social care, said that shewas regu-
larly told about “truly awful care” and

tackle it. “We must never again have a
situationwhere thesystemknows there
is a problem but the public don’t,” Mr
Hunt said.
“There are many excellent home

care providers and many outstanding
carehomes in this countrybut thereare
still toomanywhere Iwould personally
not want my mother or my father or

One in 20
on an NHS
waiting list
Chris Smyth Health Correspondent

Cracks are starting to show in theNHS,
with one in 20 of the entire population
now on a waiting list for treatment, an
authoritative analysis warns.
One in ten patients waits more than

18 weeks for treatment, as the health
service struggles to keep up with
demand, the King’s Fund think-tank
says. Care for patients will get worse
without extra cash, it concludes in its
quarterly analysis of official data.
Among a string of warning lights, it

points out that thousands more
patients are waiting for tests and scans,
and one in 20 spent at least four hours
in accident and emergency units
between April and June, the highest
spring level for a decade. Big A&Eunits
have now missed their four-hour wait-
ing target for 51weeks in a row.Waiting
lists for non-urgent treatment have
topped three million for the first time
since 2008.
Hospitals have a record number of

nurses after recruiting 9,000 in the past
six months, but the data suggests that
this is at the expense of budgetary con-
trol, with a quarter of hospitals predict-
ing that theywill end theyear in the red.
JohnAppleby, theKing’s Fund’s chief

economist, said: “Our report paints a
picture of a service under huge pres-
sure,with cracks beginning toappear in
NHS performance. It once again
underlines the need for new funding if
services are to be maintained.”

Inside today

Dignified care at life’s
end is a pressing need
Leading article, page 20

revealed that she currently has serious
concerns about 100 care homes.
However, an inspection system for

England’s 25,000 care home and home
care agencies will not be finalised until
the autumn and the first homes are not
expected to be placed in special
measures until next spring.
Mr Hunt’s plans are based on a simi-

lar scheme introduced for hospitals a
yearago, inwhich fiveof the first 11 tobe
put into special measures have im-
proved enough to go it alone. Two are
still considered to be inadequate.
The health secretary said that it was

crucial that failure was acknowledged
so that there was a clear impetus to

grandparents to live in. The public have
been really shocked by stories of abuse
and neglect and we need to give the
public confidence that when these
things happen they will be spotted
quickly and acted on.” He said that his
personal experiences with relatives’
care homes had been “mixed”.
“I have had ones that I have thought

were okay and I have had ones that I
wasn’t so happy with,” he said.
Ms Sutcliffe is recruiting a team of

700 inspectors and said thathomes that
did not improve would be shut down or
refused permission to admit more resi-
dents. “Week in and week out people
tell me and my team, or inspectors dis-
cover, truly awful care, which should
not be happening,” she said.
“Sometimes it’s abuse—olderpeople

treated roughly or worrying bruises
that have no explanation. Sometimes it
is neglect— people living with demen-
tia not supported to eat and drink so
they end up with malnutrition or life-
threatening dehydration.
“Sometimes it’s a shocking lack of

respect for people’s dignity — dressed
in someone else’s clothes that don’t fit,
mennothavinga regular shavebecause
staff are too busy, no one taking the
time to find out what makes you happy
or just to talk to you. It can all add up to
a thoroughly miserable or frightening
experience for people often in themost
vulnerable of circumstances.
“It doesn’t just affect the individual, it

affects thewhole family. Theworst part
of the letters I read sometimes is the
distress and guilt that the family feel. It
can be truly heartbreaking.”
Martin Green, chief executive of

Care England, which represents inde-
pendent care providers, said: “It is our
hope that this regimewill givenewclar-
ity and consistency in how failing ser-
viceswill be challenged to improve, and
clearly define the process and time-
scales on when they will be removed
from the market.”
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Thor changes sex as
Marvel comics takes
hammer to tradition
In all the stories about Thor in Norse
mythology there are four characteris-
tics on which everyone agrees: he is a
great warrior, he carries a hammer, his
father is Odin and he is a man.
The last of thesewill beoverturned in

October when Marvel comics makes
some anatomical changes to one of its
most popular superheroes and
transforms him into a
woman. Jason Aaron, the
writer of thenewadventure,
has not specified how the
hero will transform, but it
is likely that his soul will
transfer from one body to
another through
Mjölnir, his
hammer.
The charac-

ter will retain
the name Thor
rather than
becoming
Thora —
perhaps to
avoid confu-
sion with the late ac-
tress Thora Hird — and
will be every bit as violent
when dispatching enemies. Her ap-
pearancewill beacontrast toportrayals

byChrisHemsworth in the recentThor
films and inAvengers Assemble. He had
a less curvy breastplate, more facial
hair and awider waist than the first im-
ageof thenewThor releasedbyMarvel.
Wil Moss, an editor at Marvel, said

that there would be no comics with a
male Thor while the female version ex-
isted. He added: “The inscription on
Thor’s hammer reads ‘Whosoever
holds this hammer, if HE be worthy,
shall possess the power of Thor.’

Well it’s time toupdate that in-
scription.

“ThenewThorcon-
tinues Marvel’s
proud tradition of
strong female
characters like
Captain Marvel,
Storm, Black
Widow and
more. And this

new Thor isn’t a
temporary female
substitute — she’s
now the one and
only Thor, and
she is worthy.”
It is amoot point

whether a femaleThor
is more eccentric than
Marvel’s previous trans-

formations. At one point the

god became an alien space horse called
Beta Ray Bill, has twice inhabited the
bodies of mortals and was once trans-
formed into a frog by his mischievous
half-brother Loki.
Marvel suggested that the underly-

ing reason for Thor’s transformation
was commercial. It said that the new
Thor “aims to speak directly to an
audience that long was not the target
for superhero comic books in America
— women and girls”.

Jack Malvern Arts Correspondent

Contact lens
sugar alert
for diabetics

“Smart” contact lens technology has
received a blessing from the healthcare
industry after one of its biggest players
agreed to market a prototype designed
by Google.
The internet giant has signed a

licensing agreement with Novartis, the
Swiss pharmaceuticals company, to
develop contact lenses that monitor
diabetics’ blood sugar levels.
Tiny sensors in the lens measure

glucose levels in tear fluid in the eye.
Embedded microchips process the
information and then a wireless signal
is emitted. This signal is captured by a
mobile device belonging to the wearer,
such as a smartphone, which presents
them with an up-to-date reading. The
technology could be used to alert
diabetics when their blood sugar levels
dip below or rise above a certain point.
The lens could soon be developed to

treat severe presbyopia, a progressive
disease that reduces the eye’s ability to
focus. Google and Novartis believe the
lens could be adapted to correct awear-
er’s focus automatically.
The deal covers all possible uses of

the lens to treat eye conditions.
Joseph Jimenez, chief executive of

Novartis, said that the lens would help
to “meet unmet medical needs” that
were “beyond the confines of tradi-
tional disease management”.

James Dean
Technology Correspondent

MARVEL COMICS

The new Thor will not be known as Thora. Left, the god as we usually see him

Ma



TheBestPlaces
toLive inLondon
Find out which areas have made it
in our review of the capital city’s
prime locations.

Join today for £1 for 30 days at
thesundaytimes.co.uk/bestplaces

Culture
Vultures

Early
Birds

Night Owls

Terms and conditions: Offer subject to availability. £1 for 30 days trial to new customers (18+) of the Digital Pack only. TNL reserves the right to exclude this offer in certain territories. See timespacks.com/london for full terms and conditions.



Opinion
the times | Thursday July 17 2014 FGM 17

If we don’t like what you say, we’ll shut you up
The rows over Gaza and child abuse have a disturbing similarity: an intolerance on all sides of reasoned public debate

T
his spring Bob Garfield, a
presenter on American
National Public Radio, was
invited to give the
commencement address to

students at Albright College in
Pennsylvania. His introduction was
both droll and appropriate.
“I just can’t tell you how

disappointed I am with you,” he
began. “It was three months ago that
Albright announced me as your
guest, and not a peep from you.” At
lots of other universities, he
reminded them, “students mounted
furious protests, signed petitions,
dispatched lists of demands to
prospective speakers, in letters boiling
with moral outrage. And what do I
get? Directions from the turnpike!”
Mr Garfield was making pointed

fun of the same phenomenon that
animated the former New York
mayor Michael Bloomberg to talk to
alumni at Harvard a few weeks ago
about campus intolerance. Mr
Bloomberg gave six instances over the
past year or so when speakers had
seen invitations rescinded or felt
forced to withdraw from college
events because of campaigns against
their appearance. Christine Lagarde
had been dissuaded from speaking at
Smith College, Condoleezza Rice at
Rutgers, Ayaan Hirsi Ali had been
disinvited from Brandeis — and so on.
“If a university thinks twice before

inviting a commencement speaker
because of his or her politics”, said
Mr Bloomberg, summing all this up,

“censorship and conformity, the
mortal enemies of freedom win out”.
What interests me about this for

the purposes of today’s column is not
so much free speech but rather the
belief that a contrary view — or the
person holding it — constitutes a
threat to the safety and well-being of
the group. And that debate can only
be held within fairly tightly defined
parameters.
And we have seen instances of this

on British campuses lately. For
example, in a complex row that it
would take an hour to explain, a
lesbian feminist was held to be a
threat to transsexuals because of her
stance on the nature of gender. The
person justifying this ban told a New
Statesman journalist that
“universities are supposed to be safe
spaces that have a duty of care to
their students. Hate speech is, almost
by definition, something which
cannot be allowed in a safe space.”
The thing to notice here is how the

argument is not about itself but
about something else. It becomes

detached from questions of evidence
and exploration and attached to
matters of faith and harm. At which
point any deviant observation is
somehow impermissible. Two of the
issues that have preoccupied us
recently illustrate, I think, this
process at work. The first is the
situation in Gaza. For nearly a week
impassioned people — British people
— have been tweeting past each
other passionately, stopping only for
the occasional insult. It’s all dead
children talk one way, and rocket
talk the other. Anyone getting in the

way of these narratives will be done
over for not caring about dead
children or not caring about rockets.
The BBC’s job, if it does it right, is

precisely to get in the way. So
yesterday morning I walked the dog
with a professor from Glasgow in my
headphones complaining about the
BBC’s supposed bias against
Palestinians. This came a few hours
after I’d experienced the sight and
sound of Jeremy Bowen and Lyse
Doucet bending over backwards to
make sure that the Palestinian
viewpoints were understood.
But the professor — who is a

professor of communications —
wasn’t having it. The problem was
the BBC wasn’t giving the whole
story. “The issue is the roots of the
conflict. The problem of the coverage
is that it doesn’t refer to the history
of it, that the Palestinians are a
displaced people, that they were
forced to flee from Israel, that they
lost their homes, that the occupation
is illegal . . .” And so on. The professor
of communications studies wanted
the BBC to constantly communicate
to its viewers and listeners that Israel
was not only wrong now, but was
intrinsically wrong. Wrong since its
foundation. On the wrong side of
international law. If it didn’t then the
BBC itself was wrong.
On the same programme the

leader of the opposition Israeli
Labour Party gave another BBC
presenter a bit of a caning for not
understanding properly about the
rockets. Hamas is terrorist, they fire
rockets, they won’t sign a ceasefire, so
what would you do? This was a fair
rhetorical question to the Professor of
Lopsided Communications but not to
someone who was simply exploring
the idea that there were possibly
alternatives that might not involve
the deaths of quite so many civilians.
To someone like that this retort was,

in effect, a closing down of debate. It
was saying “let’s not think about this”.
And so, quickly, to child abuse. At

a Labour fund-raising event the actor
Stephen Fry referred to the way the
police were treating some allegations
of historic abuse. His friend Paul
Gambaccini has been on bail for
months, but there’s been no charge.
People were innocent until proved
guilty, Mr Fry said. The response
from the chief executive of the
National Association for People
Abused in Childhood, Peter
Saunders, was fascinating. “Mr Fry,
like many other so-called celebrities,
may consider himself to be above the
law that applies to the rest of us
mere mortals,” thundered Mr
Saunders. “Fortunately he is wrong,
and just because someone is a
household name doesn’t mean that

the past will not catch up with them.”
I know nothing detailed about the

case of Mr Gambaccini, and NAPAC
is an organisation with an excellent
mission statement. But look at what
Mr Saunders has done here. He has
created a conflation between Mr Fry
and celebrity abusers, and made the
absolute assumption that the star
must be on the side of abusers.
In a much more minor key I have

had the self-same problem this week.

It doesn’t matter that I have always
written that people making
accusations of having been abused
should never be dismissed. When I
also said last Thursday that third-
party allegations and rumours should
not be accorded the status of hard
evidence, I was then tarred by one
organisation with the brush of “not
believing victims”. I had offended and
upset them. Therefore I was on the
side of the abusers. In fact I was half
way to being an abuser myself.
This is old-time religious language.

It’s about believers and unbelievers;
he who is not with us is against us.
But it works. I feel its inhibitory
pressure now. Who the hell wants to
be on the side of the child abusers?
Rather than say anything it’d be
better for everyone just to shut up.
To close down the thinking.

In the battle for Gaza, neither side will
allow its narrative to be challenged
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Alicante 34 Sunny
Amsterdam 20 Fair
Athens 29 Sunny
Barcelona 24 Sunny
Belgrade 30 Rain
Berlin 28 Cloudy
Brussels 28 Sunny
Bucharest 30 Cloudy
Budapest 31 Sunny
Corfu 26 Thunder
Faro 25 Sunny
Florence 33 Sunny
Frankfurt 30 Sunny
Geneva 28 Sunny
Gibraltar 27 Shower

Helsinki 19 Sunny
Innsbruck 24 Sunny
Istanbul 26 Sunny
Lanzarote 21 Cloudy
Las Palmas 22 Sunny
Lisbon 20 Sunny
Madeira 20 Sunny
Madrid 33 Sunny
Majorca 25 Sunny
Malaga 34 Sunny
Malta 25 Thunder
Milan 28 Thunder
Moscow 30 Fair
Munich 26 Shower
Naples 26 Sunny

Nice 27 Sunny
Nicosia 29 Sunny
Oslo 22 Shower
Paris 28 Sunny
Prague 26 Rain
Reykjavik 12 Shower
Rhodes 24 Sunny
Rome 31 Sunny
Salzburg 25 Thunder
St Petersburg 18 Sunny
Stockholm 23 Sunny
Tenerife 20 Sunny
Venice 31 Thunder
Vienna 28 Shower
Warsaw 29 Sunny

Today’s temperatures forecast for noon

Forecast for noon today. Wind speed in mph.
Temperatures maximum for day, degrees C
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Noon today

LOW

Belarus, Ukraine, Moldova
Some patchy outbreaks of rain in places, but
some areas staying dry with bright spells.
Maximum 33C (91F), minimum 13C (55F).

Germany, the Benelux countries,
northern Poland, Sicily, Sardinia, Corsica
Mainly dry with sunny spells and feeling very
warm, perhaps a few isolated showers.
Maximum 30C (86F), minimum 12C (54F).

Western Russia
Some patchy outbreaks of rain in places, but
some areas staying dry with bright spells.
Maximum 34C (93F), minimum 12C (54F).

Norway, Denmark, Sweden, Finland
Showery rain in northern and western areas,
mainly dry and bright in the south and east.
Maximum 25C (77F), minimum 5C (41F).

Slovakia, Czech Republic, Austria, Hungary,
southern Poland, the Balkans, Italy
Many places dry with sunny spells, but also with
scattered showers and thunderstorms developing.
Maximum 34C (93F), minimum 10C (50F).

France, Spain, Portugal
Largely dry with long spells of sunshine, and
feeling hot and very humid. The chance of an
evening thunderstorm over the Breton peninsula.
Maximum 41C (106F), minimum 10C (50F).

British Isles
A few showers in Scotland, elsewhere fine, dry
and very warm with sunny spells.
Maximum 29C (84F), minimum 7C (45F).

Outlook
Hot and humid across Western Europe, but with
an increasing risk of thunderstorms.
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Avoid immigration: get over-50s back to work

Leo Lewis China Notebook

Britain has a colossal economic resource in its older population who are wasted without jobs

A
serious boost to economic
growth is up for grabs.
Encouraging more over-
50s to stay in work could
provide a huge fillip to the

economy. And if they don’t,
immigration on a massive scale
would be required to replace these
retiring older workers. The economic
and social fabric of the country
would suffer as a growing number of
pensioners tried to live on dwindling
retirement incomes.
Each year about 700,000 people

turn 50, which dwarfs the current
immigration numbers of less than
200,000 a year. If most of the older
workers stop work altogether,
national income will suffer, labour
shortages will develop, and those
who leave will have less money to
spend in future years. This is a recipe
for long-term economic decline.
Most people are no longer “old” in

their fifties, sixties — or even
seventies. Yet the traditional age
stereotypes still pervade popular
thinking and workplace practices.
The concept of retirement is out
of date.
So much has changed since the

1950s. The baby boomers who have
managed to redefine work for
women, particularly new mothers,
now need to overcome ageist

attitudes in the workplace and
revolutionise later life working.
All too often, when it comes to

working life, once people reach their
fifties, there is a subliminal or overt
view that they are past it and should
no longer be considered valid
members of the labour market. How
can this old-fashioned attitude still
prevail in 2014? Anecdotal evidence
overwhelmingly suggests that
jobseekers in their fifties or sixties
find it difficult to be taken seriously
in job applications.
There are, of course, barriers to

work that are more likely to affect
older workers. They may lack IT
skills or have outdated qualifications.
But none of these problems is
insurmountable — through more
flexible working, ongoing retraining
and career changes. Having provided
work opportunities for mothers with
young children, we can do the same

for the over-50s. And it is in all our
interests to do so. Indeed, if we do
not make this happen, everyone will
lose out. Older generations will have
lower lifetime incomes and their
skills and experience will be lost to
the detriment of the economy.
The government has recognised

this and is trying to bring about a
social revolution: the right to
request flexible working has recently
been extended to all workers
and the desperately outdated
concept of the default retirement

age has been consigned to history.
However if we want to see real

change, then businesses and
individuals need to embrace new
thinking. Older workers have so
much to offer: the skills, the
experience, the attitude, the work
ethic, the positive customer response.
Yet they often fail to realise this and
write themselves off far too early.
This should not mean forcing

people to work longer; it is more a
question of empowering and
enabling them to do so — ideally
part time, so that retirement
becomes a process of cutting down,
rather than a one-off event.
Businesses that bury their heads in

the sand over this may face serious
problems. Office for National
Statistics figures show there will be

700,000 fewer people aged 16 to 49
in the next few years but 3.7 million
more people aged between 50 and
state pension age. So those who
embrace an age-diverse workforce
now will have had a head start.
If everyone worked one year

longer, GDP could increase by 1 per
cent. That’s £16 billion on 2013
figures. And this is all before we even
start looking at the implications of
premature exit from the labour
market on people’s preparedness for
a financially comfortable retirement.
In 1950 each five years of work
would finance an average one year of
retirement. Today it’s less than two
years of work for each year of
retirement, which is simply
unsustainable.
Too many people are destined for

a less comfortable old age with less
money, poorer health and more
poverty and loneliness, all because
society tells them they’re too old for
work when they’re not.
It’s not all gloom. Already there

are record numbers working past
state pension age and the
employment rate for 55 to 64-year-
olds is growing.
The academic evidence shows

that a higher employment rate for
older age groups is positively
associated with increased jobs for the
young too. So rethinking retirement
can be better for individuals, for
businesses, for immigration and for
the economy.
The UK has a chance to lead the

world on redefining retirement —
and reap the benefits.

Ros Altmann is business champion for
older workers. Jenni Russell is away

Older people bring experience and a
strong work ethic to the workplace

Businesses that bury
their heads in the sand
will face big problems

Ros
Altmann

The F-35 jet can’t
fly and we can’t
afford it anyway
Deborah Haynes

B
ritain and the United States
used fake tanks in the
Second World War to fool
the Germans. The dummy
F-35 jet on display at the

Farnborough air show this week is
fooling no one.
It’s not the first time we’ve seen

this aluminium and fibreglass replica
either. Embarrassingly for the F-35’s
US manufacturer and the British
companies collaborating on the
project, it appeared on the deck of
the Royal Navy’s newest warship for
a naming ceremony by the Queen
earlier this month.
The fact that a real F-35 was unable

to make the journey to Rosyth
illustrates the blunder the
government made four years ago in
continuing to back the £100 million-a-
time fighter jet instead of going with a
cheaper, less capable aircraft — but
one that, at least, worked.
The world’s most expensive

weapons programme has been mired

in massive and frequent cost overruns
since production began in 2001.
There is little doubt that it will be

the world’s deadliest and stealthiest
fighter jet when it finally becomes
operational. The big question is
whether Britain can afford such a
lavish piece of kit at a time when
defence cuts mean the government
has bought only three jets for trials
and has yet to sign a promised
contract for another 14 — something
that was supposed to happen this
week at Farnborough.
The plan was then to buy even

more but this will require a huge
increase in defence spending over
the next decade. The fact that no
politician or air chief will dare tell
you how many F-35s we can afford is
a clear sign of the problem.
British hopes of F-35s flying off the

Royal Navy’s new generation of
aircraft carriers by 2020 is entirely
reliant on the lead manufacturer,
Lockheed Martin, and the US
Marines. Ministry of Defence
officials insist they are confident the
deadline will be met, but after
mechanical problems meant the jets
were not able to fly to the
Farnborough air show, such words
ring hollow.
The government should have

seized the opportunity it had four
years ago to buy the proven F-18
Super Hornet, as used by the
US Navy. It would have enabled us
to buy and fly many more jets
and wait for the teething problems
of the F-35 to be resolved. Instead
of which we’re parading around
with a fibreglass model and
vanishing confidence.

Deborah Haynes is defence editor

B
ack at the peak of the Jimmy
Savile debacle, it did seem
odd that China’s all-
powerful, impeccably coiffed
state broadcaster was

devoting quite so much airtime to the
late, straggly haired “Jimi Saweier”
and what it gleefully dubbed the
“super-scandal afflicting the BBC”.
But all has become clear. This was

simply another case of China
minutely studying how the West
does things, then roaring back with
something bigger, badder and more
explosive. The super-scandal
unfolding at China Central
Television (CCTV) does not yet
include a sexual component, though
a correspondent friend assures me it
soon will (“the mistresses, the
mistresses”, she warns darkly).
It does, however, have the

suggestion of truly epic corruption,
and the delicious prospect of
hundreds of millions of Chinese
viewers simultaneously realising they

have been watching a load of venally
confected baloney.
For observers wondering when

President Xi Jinping’s anti-corruption
campaign would sink its teeth into
the stew of celebrity and corporate
malfeasance, this is it. Six senior
figures at CCTV have been nabbed in
a crackdown that appears focused on
the ability of Chinese corporations to
buy their way on to news shows
when times are good and buy
their way off when they have
something to conceal. There is
also a hint that editors are able
to blackmail companies with the
threat of exposure on high-
profile news shows.
By far the most

recognisable figure to
tumble has been the
star newscaster Rui
Chenggang — a
rococo monstrosity
who combines the
mordant wit of
Wayne Rooney with
the gentle humility of
Donald Trump. This
is a man who ensures
that interview subjects
who are taller than him
sit on shortened chairs
and describes himself as
“speaking for all Asians”.
Mr Rui’s downfall came

with a flourish that not
even he could have dreamt

up: prosecutors detained him just a
few hours before his live evening
show and didn’t bother to tell the
studio. Mr Rui’s chair was left empty
on screen, his microphone forlornly
declaring its silence. Chinese TV has
never been this good.

All show . . .

Despite their many angry
differences, China and Japan
share a common quirk: in

both countries the wealthy
middle classes load themselves
with top-of-the-range sports
clothes and equipment before
establishing whether they are any
good at (or even like) the sport in

question.
This was on display

recently at the Genghis
Khan Marathon — a
fabulous run through
Inner Mongolian
grasslands, which used
to be a preserve of
barmy expatriates but
has now been claimed
by China’s middle
class. The World Cup
final did not boast
such a concentration
of Nike and Adidas.
There is something

mesmerically
encouraging about the
Chinese middle class:
its optimism and its

very pure enjoyment of being the
vanguard of a country on the rise.
Many of the runners could
undoubtedly have achieved better
times, but were simply too busy
taking selfies along the way.

Brush it like Beckham

I t is said that with great power
comes great responsibility. In
China’s case, the status of world’s

second-biggest economy has brought
with it the onus of David Beckham’s
long-term financial security.
The days when superstars could

land in Japan, previously the second
biggest economy, appear in some
preposterous nine-second commercial
for ham and bank $1 million before
the flight home are long gone. Few
were more affected than Mr
Beckham, whose appearances a
decade ago included uttering the
phrases “I love cars!”, “Just beauty!”
and “New Fran! Be sweet!”
But China is clearly taking its

duties seriously: Leonardo DiCaprio
(mobile phones), Brad Pitt (cars) and
Lionel Messi (online retailer) have all
shilled for corporate China.
Mercifully, Mr Beckham is also in
safe hands, acting as the ambassador
for a brand of Chinese toothpaste
that has different formulations for
day and night brushing.

Leo Lewis is Beijing correspondent.
Janice Turner is away

@rosaltmann

We’re parading around
a fibreglass model. It’s
simply embarrassing

 D
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Crosby’s growing power did for ‘toxic’ Gove
The tough-talking election guru has Cameron’s ear as he puts discipline, control and polling at the heart of his campaign

Y
ou always know where you
stand with Lynton Crosby,
the Conservative party’s
Australian campaign guru.
After I’d written a few

critical blogs about David Cameron
he suggested I emigrate to America.
More recently, after a junior Tory
staffer had described an unexpected
appearance by Ken Clarke on Radio
4 as a “media win”, Mr Crosby’s
emailed reply was direct: “Bollocks.”
Because Mr Crosby is seen as a

traditionalist rightwinger, many might
assume that his verdict on Mr Clarke
might be an ideological one but his
real objection was to its unscheduled
nature. He hates politicians or
situations that he doesn’t think his
operation can control and Ken has
never been good at taking orders.
Control and discipline is the most

important benefit that Mr Crosby is
bringing to the Conservative
operation. He works closely with
Craig Oliver, Mr Cameron’s head of
communications, and there was

delight inside Downing Street that
no important details of a huge
reshuffle had leaked. Compared with
the messy, confused Tory messaging
during the last election there’ll be no
doubt about the key theme in the
run up to next May. Any minister
who doesn’t say “long-term
economic plan” two million times a
day can look forward to being on the
receiving end of some very direct
Australian vernacular.
The centrality of Mr Crosby’s role

was evident at the recent Tory
summer party — the one where a
donor paid £160,000 for a tennis
match with the prime minister and
Boris Johnson. During the evening’s
speeches a few cabinet ministers got
one or two mentions from the prime
minister and other speakers. George
Osborne got three or four. Mr
Crosby got at least six. He’s the
donors’ darling.
This week’s reshuffle certainly bore

his imprint. Previous reshuffles have
reflected Mr Osborne’s grip on the
Tory operation. Not so much this
time. Conspiracy theorists think that
Mr Crosby’s argument for Michael
Gove’s departure might be motivated
by the latter’s criticisms of London’s
mayor. While Mr Crosby remains
close to Mr Johnson and ran his two
mayoral campaigns, it’s just as
possible he might back the chancellor
in any future Tory leadership

campaign. In so far as he quarrelled
with Mr Osborne about who should
be education secretary, it was entirely
civilised. They may be rivals for the
prime minister’s ear but there hasn’t
been any falling out. Not yet anyway.
When Mr Crosby told the prime

minister that Mr Gove had become a
politically toxic figure, he had all the
polling data at his fingertips. It’s not
the first time he’s been such a
messenger of unwelcome news.
Once, when he was pollster for the
long-term Australian prime minister
John Howard, Mr Crosby warned

that the party would be defeated
without a change of leadership. The
advice was resented. Then ignored.
In time, John Howard was defeated.
Those purists who say that opinion

pollsters should not govern decisions
should remember that example. Mr
Cameron is no purist. He listened to
Mr Crosby’s warning that Mr Gove
was hurting Tory chances at the next
election — and by extension the
continuation of his historic education
reforms. The man that Mr Crosby
described as a “think-tank on legs”
lost the education portfolio and

today’s Times/ YouGov poll suggests
that the Crosby advice might have
been sound. Only 11 per cent of
voters wanted Mr Gove to stay as
education secretary. Nearly two
thirds wanted him gone.
When Mr Crosby has taken a

decision he can be very hard to
budge. In the last mayoral campaign,
for example, he couldn’t be persuaded
that Mr Johnson should take
advantage of Olympics fever. He’s
convinced that only three or four big
themes decide any election and once
those themes are decided everything
else is a political barnacle, stuck on
the bottom of the boat and hindering
smooth sailing. Mr Gove, until
Tuesday, was the biggest of barnacles.
Nearly all junior ministers and

their announcements fall into the
barnacles category. While he was
interested in who became education
secretary and in the cabinet’s
Eurosceptic balance, he didn’t care
who became junior minister for
administrative affairs and paper clips.
As long as they don’t say anything
stupid on Twitter, Tories not in the
top team might as well not exist. This
points to perhaps his biggest
weakness. This broadcast-age
campaigner doesn’t really get the
internet and the possibilities it
provides for “narrowcasting”
messages to targeted groups of
voters. Like Lord Ashcroft, who

objects to the amount of money that
the Australian charges the party, Mr
Crosby follows the market research
rather than his own prejudices. And
he’s not the rightwinger of folklore.
He objected to the judgmental
language about shirkers that some
Tories were using a couple of years
ago. He is a strong supporter of
promoting women. He also opposes
any pact with Ukip.
He is thought to be behind some of

the clandestine attempts to toxify
Nigel Farage’s party and has rebuked
Tory MPs who have dared to hold
out olive branches to Ukip. He and
the Tory chairman, Grant Shapps,
think that Lib Dem and Labour
voters might be tempted to vote Tory
in order to defeat Ukip candidates if
those candidates are seen as scary.
If the Tories win the next election

Mr Crosby will probably spend more
time with his growing business
empire at Old Park Lane in central
London. About 40 staff, many of
them ex-Tory advisers, now run the
London branch of what is one of the
world’s biggest centre-right
campaigning organisations.
The extent and nature of its links

with the Tories’ re-election effort are
unknown. But if Lynton Crosby
masterminds a victory for David
Cameron, the fat fees that Lord
Ashcroft objects to will only become
fatter still.

He had no interest in
who became junior
minister for paper clips

Tim
Montgomerie

@timmontgomerie
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Welfare to Work
Iain Duncan Smith’s controversial reforms to the benefits system
may help to explain Britain’s unexpectedly buoyant jobs market

Ed Miliband’s biggest success since becoming
Labour leader has been to champion what he has
called the “squeezed middle”. He has argued that
millions of families are continuing to suffer a cost
of living crisis despite Britain’s strengthening
economic recovery. Yesterday’s earnings data
can only have encouraged him to continue his
campaign.
Inflation at 1.9 per cent still far exceeds earnings

growth of 0.7 per cent. For six successive years the
living standards of most British families have fall-
en and, yesterday, in the House of Commons
MrMilibandaccused theprimeministerofpresid-
ing over a £1,600 drop in average living standards.
It might be a message that will resonate with
voters but so, too, will DavidCameron’s retort that
Labour lacks practical answers to the squeeze.
Deploying remarks made by Harriet Harman,

Labour’s deputy leader, the prime minister sug-
gested that Labour would increase taxes on the
middle classes, adding to their costs. Close stu-
dents of the last Labour government suspectmore
increases in National Insurance rates —Gordon
Brown’s favourite way of increasing taxes under
the cover of protecting NHS spending.
Away from the party politics the only long-term

answer to the persistent problem of sluggish wage

growth is greater investment by British business.
Only then will productivity improve and workers
merit the remuneration that can help them to
enjoy a better standard of living. Reforms to Brit-
ain’s housing and energy markets will provide the
only sustainable answers to the other side of the
cost of living challenge: prices. House and energy
costs need to be brought down. All of the party
election manifestos should be judged on whether
they contain sufficiently bold ideas to increase
the supply of housing and to ensure Britain catch-
es upwithAmerica and exploits this nation’s shale
gas reserves.
Yesterday also confirmed what is being de-

scribed as Britain’s jobs miracle. A record number
of people, 30.6 million, are now in work. Despite
large reductions in the public sector workforce as
part of the deficit reduction programme, overall
unemployment is down by 370,000 since the
coalition came topower. Britain enjoysmuch low-
er rates of youth unemployment than the still
troubledeurozoneand therehavealsobeensignif-
icant reductions in long-term unemployment.
The performance has left economists per-

plexed. Almost no City analyst predicted such a
healthy jobs market. It has certainly far exceeded
the expectations of Mark Carney, the Bank of

England governor, who only 12 months ago had
been suggesting the levels of employment we are
now enjoying were years away.
As we look for explanations for the unexpect-

edly good performance, we should begin with the
government’s welfare reforms. Since the election,
the work and pensions secretary, Iain Duncan
Smith, has introduced controversial measures to
encourage people into work. These have included
below inflation increases to benefits in order to
minimise the gap between staying on welfare and
accepting paid work. There are new, exacting job
centre interviews for the unemployed that lead to
sanctions if they do not demonstrate awillingness
to either seekwork or retrain. Claimants are being
screened for poor English language skills. There
are new independent assessments of those in re-
ceipt of long-term benefits to ensure they really
are incapable of finding work.
Thesemeasures, taken together, add up to a tilt-

ing of the welfare system away from one that
favours the dole towards one that favours work.
MrDuncan Smith’s flagship reform, theUniversal
Benefit, may remain stuck in first gear but his
other reformsareprogressing steadily.Against the
cynicism of many economists, they are helping a
better economic performance.

Beijing Rules
The West should be in no doubt about China’s global ambition

Hong Kong, Shanghai, Caracas and the Paracel
Islands have more than usual in common this
week. They have all served as locations for shows
of strength by China in simmering quarrels with
its rivals and neighbours over territory, resources
and global influence.
Next week other cities and strategic outposts

may play the same role, but the trend is clear. As
western governments flail for a coherent response
to the intractable crises of theMiddle East, China
is quietly building a new world order in which it
welcomes the United States and its allies as trad-
ing partners but bows to no one as a strategic
power.
Xi Jinping, the Chinese president, has grown in

confidence since taking office less than two years
ago. So far he has disappointed those who hoped
he might loosen, even slightly, the Communist
party’s grip on policy-making and economicman-
agement. There are limits to outsiders’ ability to
influence China’s internal development, but the
world stage isdifferent.MrXimustknowthatwith
his formidable internationalmuscle come respon-
sibilities, and the most important is restraint.

Yesterday China fired a diplomatic broadside in
the direction of Nick Clegg for meeting pro-
democracy activists in Hong Kong, warning Brit-
ain to “abide by its promises” in relation to the
former colony. In theprocessBeijing conveniently
forgot its own promises to abide by the “one coun-
try, two systems”deal it signed in 1997, and toallow
free elections in Hong Kong in 2017. At the same
time Beijing withdrew an exploratory drilling rig
from disputed waters near the Paracel Islands in
the South China Sea, but only after its presence
had prompted anti-Chinese riots in Vietnam, and
after the Xinhua news agency noted that the rig’s
goal of finding oil had been accomplished.
On Tuesday Mr Xi signed the founding docu-

ment for a $100 billion development bank to be
run jointly with Russia, Brazil, Indonesia and
SouthAfricaasa rival to theAmerican-dominated
IMF— and to be headquartered in Shanghai. He
is due shortly in Venezuela, where Chinese loans
are propping up a rusting oil infrastructure. And
while buying up goodwill in America’s backyard,
China is also marking out its own: the latest offi-
cially-endorsed national map shows an inter-

national border extending deep into waters
claimed by Vietnam, Malaysia and the Philippi-
nes. Beijing followed up with an unusually stark
statement that “countries outside the region”
should “strictly maintain their neutrality”.
Three decades of growth havemocked the fond

western assumption that Chinese prosperity
would lead inevitably toamiddle class clamour for
more democratic government. Instead, colossal
budgetary surpluses have been funnelled into a
long-term military build-up intended to secure
Beijing’s dominance of the western Pacific. There
has been plenty of money left over for infrastruc-
tureprojects acrossAsia andAfrica thathelpmeet
China’s need for rawmaterials anddwarf anything
being built with western funds.
President Obama likes to say he can walk and

chew gum at the same time. In global affairs that
means pivoting towardsChinawithout neglecting
America’s traditional interests across theAtlantic.
It is the right aim, but the boast exceeds reality.Mr
Obama and his western counterparts must leave
no doubt that they will stand by their commit-
ments to China’s nervous neighbours.

Duty of Care
The health secretary is right to say that too many care homes are not good enough

Dignified care at the end of life is becoming one of
the country’s most pressing needs as people live
longer than ever. Yet the standard of care homes
lags that need by a long way. Yesterday Jeremy
Hunt, the health secretary, said what many have
experienced — that care is inadequate and that
there are too many homes in which he would not
happily leave his relatives.
Andrea Sutcliffe, the chief inspector of social

care at the CareQuality Commission (CQC), said
that cases of dreadful care came to light every
week.Her pledge to get tough should be helped by
the new measures that Mr Hunt announced yes-

terday. A failure regime similar to that which was
established for hospitals after the Francis Report
into the Mid Staffordshire NHS Trust will be
established for care homes. Every home will be
subject to an inspection and anywhich is not up to
scratch can be shut down. It may be that the
CQCshould have gone further and established a
licencing system for staff and the ability to strike
off those found wanting.
Terrible care is,mercifully, a small proportionof

the total but each instance is unacceptable. Every
resident with dementia who ends up with malnu-
tritionanddehydrationbecausenobody is looking

after them is adisgrace to a rich country.Often the
infringement to dignity is at a lower level. It is a
failure to call someone by their actual name or
even to take time to talk. So much of what makes
a care home bearable is contained in the compas-
sionate demeanour of staff.
Polling commissioned by Demos shows that in

addition to the fear of abuse, people are reluctant
to go into a care home because they will lose their
independence and because the atmospherewould
differ so much from their own home. As family
supporthasdeclined, it is vital that carehomes live
up to their name.

Daily Universal Register

UK: The Open golf championship begins at
Hoylake, Liverpool; the final report on the
Hallett inquiry, which investigated
a government scheme to deal with fugitive
republicans, is published; the England
v India second Test match begins at Lord’s;
the Queen opens the refurbished railway
station at Reading
US: Google gives its second-quarter results

Deadly nightshade
is in flower in
woods, in chalk
quarries and near
monastic ruins. It is
so poisonous that
humans can be

killed by eating just a few of its berries.
Nevertheless birds can eat them safely. It is a
pale green, bushy plant with purplish-brown
bells drooping from it, and when they
appear the berries look just like black
cherries. Never touch them! However,
monks cultivated it to get a drug that they
believed helped with stomach ailments.
Another name for it is belladonna, probably
because women once used it to dilate the
pupils of their eyes and look more beautiful.
Woody nightshade, or bittersweet, is a
common relative that sprawls over hedges. It
is marginally less poisonous. It has very
pretty flowers like tiny yellow hats with a
purple brim. Its berries are green at first,
then turn bright red, and are often to be
seen on plants that are still flowering – so
you see purple, yellow, green and red all
together among the leaves. The name
“bittersweet” (which is often used in flower
guides) comes from the fact that the berries
taste very sharp at first, then sweeter.
Luckily the first taste usually makes unwary
people spit them out. derwent may

The Duchess of
Cornwall, pictured, 67;
Baroness (Joyce) Anelay
of St Johns, captain of the
Honourable Corps of
Gentlemen-at-Arms,
government chief whip,
House of Lords, 67; Fern

Britton, presenter, The Big Allotment
Challenge, BBC2, 57; Tim Brooke-Taylor, co-
creator, The Goodies, (1970-82) and panellist,
I’m Sorry I Haven’t a Clue, 74; Ray Galton,
co-creator, Steptoe and Son (1962-74), 84;
Konnie Huq, former presenter, Blue Peter,
(1997-2008), actor, A Touch of Cloth (2013),
39; Peter Manning, concertmaster, Royal
Opera House, Covent Garden, 58; Angela
Merkel, chancellor of Germany, 60; Lord
(John) Patten, education secretary (1992-
94), 69; Craig Sams, entrepreneur, co-
founder of Green & Black’s chocolate, 70;
Peter Sissons, former BBC news presenter,
72; Wayne Sleep, dancer, presenter, Big
Ballet (2014), 66; Donald Sutherland, actor,
Klute (1971), 79; Baroness (Pola) Uddin,
community activist, 55.

In 709BC, the world's first record of a solar
eclipse was made in China; in 1918 Tsar
Nicholas II of Russia and his family were
murdered by Bolsheviks; in 1936, Spanish
generals Francisco Franco and Emilio Mola
led the right-wing uprising that led to civil
war; in 1959 anthropologist Mary Leakey
found the skull of a hominid now known as
Australopithecus boisei in Tanzania; in 1974
an explosion in the Tower of London killed
one person and injured 41 people: the IRA
was thought to be responsible.

“The drop of rain maketh a hole in the stone,
not by violence but by oft falling.” Hugh
Latimer, Protestant martyr (1549)

Nature notes

Birthdays today

On this day

The last word
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Letters to the Editor

Democratic ‘peril’
Sir, The new Lobbying Act was poorly
drafted and rushed through
Parliament. Few people realise how it
will snarl many charities and civil
society organisations in red tape or
silence them altogether.
From September 19 to election day,

if charity campaigns are construed as
favouring one party or candidate over
another they must limit their activity
within prohibitively tight spending
caps. Campaigns as diverse as saving
a nursery from closing or calling for
action on climate change could be
caught even if their sole intent is to
raise awareness and they do not name
a party or candidate.
The 400 international development

organisations that Bond represents do
not want to electioneer. They want to
campaign on issues central to their
purpose — tackling the root causes of
global poverty.
We and many others call for the act

to be replaced by one which regulates
party-political lobbying while
safeguarding civil society’s right to
speak out. As it is, the Lobbying Act is
a threat to a healthy democracy.
ben jackson
Bond

Schools and the ministerial merry-go-round

Nicky Morgan, the new secretary of state for education, faces many challenges

Sir, Contrary to the impression
conveyed by the media, plenty of
teachers and headteachers value the
excellent contribution made to
education by Michael Gove, who has
been an energetic, determined and
visionary secretary of state. I much
lament his departure which, I fear, is
the consequence of a huge
misjudgment that places votes
before principles and thus militates
against further much-needed
improvement. I do not agree with
everything he has sought to do (nor
does he) but I have not the slightest
doubt that he has been the most
effective education secretary there
has been in my lifetime. His
fearlessness, especially when
upsetting vested interests, has been
exemplary. I hope Nicky Morgan
will continue the splendid work that
has been done, from which pupils
and parents have been the principal
beneficiaries. It is for them, we need
to remind ourselves occasionally,
that schools exist.
simon corns
Headmaster, Queen Elizabeth’s
Grammar School, Blackburn, Lancs

Sir, You praise Mr Gove in his role
as education minister but ignore the
harm his reforms caused. It may be
that some reforms were necessary,
but you should recognise that his
cavalier treatment of teachers
hindered rather than helped reform.
When reform is undertaken, it

makes sense to take those who have
to put it into practice with you. And
it makes sense not to overwhelm
with reform from all sides.
I have just retired from teaching.

In recent years changes were being
made to almost every aspect of the
job that I once loved. The inspection
regime was changed — more than
once; exam criteria were changed —
with almost no notice in English;

classroom methods became
increasingly prescriptive; pension
contributions were hiked so we had
to deal with a cut in pay (as well as
no pay increases). Perhaps most
damaging was Mr Gove’s contempt
for teachers, and this was taken up
in the press. It has been distressing
to have my profession, and thus
myself, derided and scorned.
anne woodward
Holme on Spalding Moor, York

Sir, With the removal of Mr Gove
from the Department of Education
we once again see decisions driven
by electoral prospects and not what
is best for the country. Mr Cameron
should be applauded for standing by
Mr Gove through all the objections
of “the blob” but at first sight that
the education reforms may harm his
electoral prospects he moves away
from what he believes is best for the
country to what he believes will be
best at polling day. If Mr Cameron

believes in the reforms as strongly as
he has said in the past surely he
should have stuck with his man.
david mcintosh
Hampton, TW123ED

Sir, With the departure of Michael
Gove we must pray that we shall not
be returning to the years when a
rapid and seemingly interminable
succession of secretaries of state did
little for those who really matter in
our schools — the children.
When I was chairman of HMC, he

and I may have had our
disagreements, but these were trivial
when contrasted with our shared
and firm belief in putting the
interests of pupils first. Only those
who put the self-interests of the
relatively few disaffected teachers
above the needs of children will
celebrate as he moves on.
dr christopher ray
Vice Chairman, Headmasters’ and
Headmistresses’ Conference

Healthy living
Sir, High street health specialists can
help to reduce the pressure on GPs
and A&E (“GPs on call to avert crisis
this winter”, July 16), as well as
tackling the illnesses that cripple the
NHS. Long-term conditions cost £7 in
every £10 spent on health and social
care in England and eating badly,
smoking and drinking cause four
fifths of the main illnesses.
As community pharmacists,

optometrists, dentists and hearing
experts, our hours and locations are
convenient alternatives to A&E or
GPs. Our daily contacts with people
are an opportunity to help them
move from “sick-care” to “self-care”.
Our members are in the forefront

of this “primary care”, and we hope
everyone will see us as dispensers of
health as well as of medicines,
spectacles and hearing aids. It will
play a big part in keeping a national
health service free.
dr michael dixon, NHS Alliance;
david hewlett, National
Community Hearing Association;
don grocott, Optical
Confederation; professor robert
darracott, Pharmacy Voice

Tax farce
Sir, The Finance Bill has given
HMRC powers to make decisions that
should be made by the courts. While
it is easy to target entertainers, sports
stars and business leaders on
suspected tax avoidance schemes
(“HMRC to demand tax from stars”,
July 15), we should not lose sight of

the fact that this change has turned
HMRC into both judge and jury.
It can now assert that a decision in

one taxpayer’s case is relevant to
another taxpayer’s dispute and, unless
the second taxpayer obtains judicial
review or persuades HMRC
otherwise, if that taxpayer continues
with his appeal but loses he is at risk
of penalties.
There are differing views on

whether cash subject to tax disputes
should be held by HMRC or the
taxpayer until a case is decided, but
for taxpayers to be penalised simply
for questioning HMRC’s view is
wrong, and the Law Society has
consistently argued this point with
officials.
gary richards
Chairman, Law Society tax law
committee

Old Nick
Sir, You report (July 14) that proposed
changes to the Church of England’s
baptism service are moving to the
next stage of the remote synodical
labyrinth.
These are changes that I

introduced, on my own initiative,
nearly 15 years ago. I’m sure that was
illegal, but it was a proportionate and
sensible response to pastoral need. I
don’t really understand why trained
and pastorally sensitive clergy need to
wait for years for the Church’s
bureaucracy, however benevolent, to
tell them how to respond to the
bemused visages of those asked to
“reject the devil”.
the rev ian williams
Tenbury Wells, Worcs

Adverbialistics
Sir, Are those at the Department of
Education proficient at driving a pony
and trap or shaving with a cut-throat
razor (“Primary school exams to test
pure arithmetic and adverbials”, July
15). To expect a primary school child
to calculate the product of 2375 and
15 by long multiplication seems
pointless.
When these children reach the age

at which such a calculation is relevant
to their lives, they will have a mobile
phone with instant access to a
calculator. How many working at the
Department of Education, or indeed
anywhere else, use long
multiplication in their daily lives?
Similarly, my generation learnt the

12x table to facilitate the conversion
of pence to shillings. Our currency
changed to the decimal system some
40 years ago so the chore of learning
the 12x table is no longer justified by
its usefulness. What need is there
nowadays to learn tables beyond 10x?
Children required to master

algorithms for which they see no use
quickly become disenchanted with
learning. While there is a place for
rote learning, the department should
be reminded that the relevance of
what is being learnt should be clear.
Primary schools should not have to
turn out performing monkeys.
david dawson
Cotton, Suffolk

Sir, What, please, is an “adverbial”? Is
it a relation of Nigel Molesworth’s
fierce wild gerund?
anthea ingham
Bryngwy, Powys

Light money
Sir, The new, lighter, steel-based 5p
and 10p coins no doubt benefit the
Mint economically (report July 12)
but they won’t operate the
photocopier in my local library.
graham bird
London W4

Cleverband
Sir, Faster broadband will contribute
far more to the UK’s future wealth
than other infrastructure projects, but
technical change is also needed.
In future the rapid increase in the

population will make it financially
unsustainable to deliver ever-higher
speed targets for everyone. Instead,
we should focus on encouraging
technology and network providers to
collaborate more closely to create
“demand attentive networks” which
can respond to individual user
demand. This would offer better
performing networks more cheaply.
The new focus would be on what

users want to do over the networks,
rather than on just growing
bandwidth for bandwidth’s sake. For
example there is likely to be a huge
growth in video streaming over the
next few years. Economic benefits
would be gained from networks that
can respond specifically to this trend.
And we will need smart regulation to
adjust bandwidth demand in real time
— rather than having high capacity
available everywhere, all the time.
professor will stewart
Institution of Engineering and
Technology

Butterfly away
Sir, I guess Ms Folmer-Van Dijk saw
no bees or butterflies at Hampton
Court (letters, July 15) because they
are all on holiday here — the gardens
and meadows are full of them.
brian dugan
Hazlemere, Bucks

Shooting fish
Sir, Shooting fish (“No record for shot
halibut”, July 15) is one of the great
cultural divides between this country
and the US. In Tennessee I once
helped a man to bring in the spoils of
his afternoon’s fishing from his trailer.
I asked why the largest fish had a hole
in its head. He said he had shot it
because it was “being awkward”.
Naturally, I said that in England such
action would be seen as unsporting.
He replied “Hell, it’s unsporting here
too, but the fish don’t know.”
professor john murrell
Cambridge

Funny guards
Sir, I remember well our train was
stationary outside Elsenham on its
way to Liverpool Street. On being
reprimanded by the ticket inspector
that his season ticket was out of date,
my travelling companion replied,
“Well, it wasn’t when I got on.”
francis lambert
Saffron Walden

Sir, Cheerful guards also offer timely
advice. Once on a tram in Rotterdam
we were advised to be aware of the
man by the doors in the red jacket
because he was a pickpocket.
graham head
Banstead, Surrey

Toxic corn-cockles
Sir, Until I read your report (July 16) I
was delighted to see corn-cockles
among the sprinkling of wildflower
seeds in my garden. I will uproot
them immediately. I had no idea that
these beautiful pink flowers were so
dangerous. And to think that last
week I introduced my six-month-old
grandson to them and he had wrapped
his little fingers around the blooms.
linda carsberg-davis
Knutsford, Cheshire

BEN STANSALL/AFP

Corrections &
Clarifications

lWe said that Alice Coachman
(obituary, July 16) was presented with
her Olympic gold medal in 1948 by
King George V. This should, of
course, have been King George VI.
l The Ystradfellte Youth Hostel,
suggested as a base for exploring the
Brecon Beacons waterfalls (“Best
places for wild swimming”, July 16),
has closed since our writer visited it.
We apologise for the error.

Requests for corrections or
clarifications should be sent by email
to feedback@thetimes.co.uk or by post
to Feedback, The Times, 3 Thomas
More Square, London E98 1TY

3 Thomas More Square
London E98 1TY
letters@thetimes.co.uk
#letterstoTheTimes

Well red
Sir, Perhaps the effect of wearing red
explains the attraction of the
University of St Andrews to a certain
set. Undergraduates of both sexes
wear red gowns.
dudley smith
London SW20

Dating advice
Sir, Perhaps I may add a little extra
something to take into consideration
when ladies of a certain age wish to
dip their toe into the dating arena. Be
aware of the men known as “Sandys”
— this acronym stands for “seeking a
nurse domestic”.
marcia warner
Tavira, Portugal
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Israeli shells kill four boys
playing football on beach
Four Palestinian teenagers were killed
and several were wounded by shelling
as they played football on a beach in
Gaza yesterday amid an upsurge in
violence following the failure of an
Egyptian ceasefire proposal.
Palestinian medical officials and

journalists who witnessed the incident
said that the teenagers were killed by
shells fired from an Israeli naval gun-
boat on a stretch of beach dotted with
fishermen’s shacks.
Children and adults on the beach

scattered as the first shell struck, with a
second and third hitting as they ran,
setting fire to the palm-thatched
shacks, according to Agence France
Presse.
Terrified children shouted that there

were dead and injured still on the beach
as they fled to take shelter in a water-
front hotel used by journalists covering
the conflict.
“When the first shell hit the land,

they ran away but another shell hit
them all,” Ahmed Abu Hassera, 22, a
witness whose shirt was stained with
blood, told Reuters. “It looked as if the
shells were chasing them.”
An Israeli military spokesman said

that he was looking into the incident,
which took place shortly after Hamas,
the militant Islamist organisation that
rules Gaza, officially rejected an Egyp-
tian ceasefire proposal.
Early yesterday, Israel’s military

warned 100,000 Palestinians to flee
their homes just outside Gaza City
before a fresh wave of airstrikes against
what it called “terror sites and opera-
tives”.
About 100,000 residents of Zeitoun

and Shejaiya received automated
phonecalls and airdropped leaflets
warning them to leave their homes or
risk losing their lives in the operation.
The leaflets said that “a high volume

of rocket fire” on Israel had been direc-

ted from the densely populated, impov-
erished neighbourhoods east of Gaza
City.
It was unclear yesterday how many

residents were heeding the warning.
Hamas urged residents to ignore the
leaflets, dismissing them as “psycho-
logical warfare intended to disrupt the
domestic front”.
Hundreds set off on foot or donkey

cart in search of shelter outside the
area, while others huddled together
with friends and family in better-con-
structed buildings in the same neigh-
bourhood.
Medical staff at Shejaiya’s Al-Wafa

rehabilitation centre, a home for dis-
abled and elderly patients, said they
had received phone calls warning them
to leave but had refused because their
charges had nowhere to go and were
not fit tobemoved.Noneof thepatients

can walk or move without assistance.
An Israelimilitary spokesman said that
the centre’s residents “have been asked
repeatedly to move”, charging that
Hamas was operating a rocket launch-
ing site in the area “to hide behind civil-
ians”.
The truce proposal, which emerged

late on Monday night, called for both
sides to stop firing without precondi-
tions at 9amonTuesday before talks to
be held in Cairo within 48 hours.
The proposal resulted from a phone

call between Egypt’s President al-Sisi
and Israel’s prime minister, Binyamin
Netanyahu, at the urging of Tony Blair,
the special envoy of the Middle East
Quartet — the European Union,
United States, United Nations and
Russia.
A spokeswoman for Mr Blair said

only that “he suggested that they speak

and the rest was up to them”. Hamas
accused Israel and Egypt of failing to
consult it on the proposal and cooking
upanunfavourable deal behind its back
as part of deliberate trap. Mr Netan-
yahu said that Hamas’s rejection of the
proposal gave Israel fresh international
legitimacy towiden and intensify its of-
fensive against the group.
Israel abandoned its unilateral cease-

fire six hours after adopting it, after
Hamas’smilitarywing spurned thepro-
posal and stepped up its rocket fire. The
first Israeli casualty in the nine-day
offensive came on Tuesday evening,
when a 37-year-old man delivering
food to frontline soldiers was killed by
rocket shrapnel.
Hours later, Israeli airstrikes targeted

Hamas’s political leaders as well as its
military infrastructure, destroying the
homes of several seniorHamas leaders.
Mahmoud Zahar, whose home was

reduced to rubble in a casualty-free
strike, was a key figure in Hamas’s vio-
lent takeover of Gaza in 2007. The
homes of three other political leaders,
all Hamas members of the Palestinian
parliament, were also struck. All are
thought to be in hiding elsewhere.
A Human Rights Watch report

released yesterday cited United
Nations figures showing that more
than three quarters of the Palestinians
killedwere civilians, including 36 child-
ren, and that approximately 7,500
people had been displaced by the
destruction of 1,255 homes.
“Israel’s rhetoric is all about precision

attacks, but attacks with no military
target and many civilian deaths can
hardly be considered precise,” Sarah
LeahWhitson, theMiddleEastdirector
of Human Rights Watch, said.
“Recent documented cases in Gaza

sadly fit Israel’s long record of unlawful
airstrikes with high civilian casualties.”
The report also criticised the tactic of

warning residents to evacuate, saying it
“does not make an otherwise unlawful
attack lawful”.
David Aaronovich, page 17

Mourners in Gaza yesterday with the bodies of the boys who were killed by Israeli
shells. They are covered with flags of the Fatah Palestinian nationalist movement

Israel
Catherine Philp
Gregg Carlstrom Jerusalem

Putin revives ColdWar intrigue by re-opening Cuba spy base

Russia is to reopen one of its largest
ColdWar spyingbases aspart of apack-
age of agreements with Cuba aimed at
resurrecting the partnership that terri-
fied the United States half a century
ago, according to security sources.
The base at Lourdes, 150 miles from

the US coast, was set up in 1962, after
the Cuban missile crisis brought the
world to the brink of nuclear war. At
one point it had up to 3,000 personnel
and was Moscow’s largest overseas
centre for gathering intelligence from
radio signals. It closed in 2001, due to
financial troubles.
Cuba has nowagreed to it reopening,

according to the Russian daily Kom-
mersant, after President Putin can-
celled £35 billion of its Soviet era debt.
“A framework agreement has been

agreed,” said a security source. Mr
Putin was attending the Brics summit
of emerging economies — Brazil,
Russia, India, China and South Africa.
It capped six days spent rallying

support in Cuba, Nicaragua, Argentina
and Brazil for his increasingly confi-
dent “multipolar” foreign policy
agenda, an undisguised challenge to
the international leadership of the US.
American supremacy faces a sepa-

rate challenge from President Xi Jing-
ping of China, who is embarking on his
own tour of America’s backyard.
Mr Xi, who has called for the United

States to stay out of the South China
Sea, has already scored one major
victory at the Brics summit, which
agreed that a new $100 billion (£58 bil-
lion) bank being planned would be
headquartered in Shangai.
It is designed to provide a counter-

weight to western domination of the
international financial system, and has

been dubbed a “mini-IMF”. The forma-
tion of a powerful new development
bank, largely funded by Chinese cash,
will be welcome news to many coun-

tries in South America, especially the
three onMrXi’s tour schedule after the
summit: Argentina, Venezuela and
Cuba. All three are cash-strapped and
runby leftist leaderswhoare lockedout
of the global financial system.
Venezuela’s state-controlled eco-

nomy is undermassive strain, with gov-
ernment price controls struggling to
contain hyperinflation that has hit 62
percent this year. Mr Xi will put his
stamp on the Venezuelan economy,
whoseonly real sourceof revenue—its
massive oil reserves—are in desperate
need of continued Chinese funding to
maintain crumbling infrastructure.
His tour will also take in Argentina,

which facesacatastrophicdefault at the
end of the thismonth if it fails to pay off
what President Kirchner calls “vulture
funds”—US bondholders who bought
up Argentinian debt during the eco-
nomic meltdown of 2001. The funds
have rejected a structured repayment

that would allow the South American
country to pay off a fraction of what it
owes.
Economists warn that if no deal is

struck by the deadline, the country
could faceanothereconomic implosion
and find itself further isolated from
global financing at a time when it is
keen to develop its rich Vaca Muerta
oilfields.
China already wields huge influence

over the region, and its hunger for com-
modities, from soybeans to copper, has
created a boom in countries like Brazil
for the past decade.
The boom has slowed down during

the global slump, although China still
lent$15billion to the region last year, up
fourfold from 2012. The vast injections
of funds have helped the region to
reduce its economic relianceon theUS,
which has traditionally wielded the
greatest influence there.
Leading article, page 20

Cuba
James Hider Sao Paulo
Ben Hoyle Moscow
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Why James Bond missed his train in India

For a railway network notorious for its
dangerous safety record, hemight have
made the perfect brand ambassador.
But plans to make Daniel Craig’s

JamesBond the face of IndianRailways
were abandoned, it has emerged,
because of a dispute between the mak-
ers of the film Skyfall and the Indian
government.
Dinesh Trivedi, India’s former rail-

way minister, revealed that talks with
the makers of James Bond to shoot
parts of the film in India collapsed in
2011 after demands from Delhi were
rejected.
He said that proposals from the pro-

ducers to shoot a stunt-packed opening
chase on the roof of an overcrowded
Indian train as it sped through the
countryside were vetoed by Delhi
because of sensitivities that it would

depict safety conditions on India's rail-
ways in a poor light. “I put three condi-
tions,” Mr Trivedi told parliament
during a debate on the annual railway
budget.
“That theywill not show that passen-

gers in India travel on roofs of trains;
that there will be no compromise with
safetyduring the shoot, and that
James Bondwould sign up as a
brand ambassador for Indian
Railways. As per the third
condition . . . James Bond
would be required to say
that Indian Railways is
stronger than James
Bond.”
MrTrivedi said thepro-

ducers of Skyfall, directed by Sam
Mendes, had accepted the second and
third conditions but drew the line at
being unable to shoot a sequence
involving rooftop passengers— a com-
mon site. He acknowledged that this
had been the final straw that led to the
collapseof thenegotiations. “Therewill

be a scene where James Bond is
going to fight on the roof of a
train. Otherwise, why would we
come to India?” they said.

In the end, India lost the
battle for potentially lucra-
tive filmwork to Turkey,
where the opening scenewas
eventually filmed.

It depicted Bond fighting
with a mercenary who

had stolen a hard
drive containing

secret data on
undercover
agents.

India
Robin Pagnamenta Mumbai
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Gulf kingdom aims to swap
desert sand for Martian soil

No longer content with creating
strangenewworldsathome, theUnited
Arab Emirates has set its sights on the
final frontier — announcing plans yes-
terday to send a spaceship to Mars by
2021, boldly going where no Arab has
gone before.
Even for a country that often appears

to run by press release, yesterday’s
announcement will take some beating.
Within sevenyears, the smallGulf state
knownprimarily for its skyscrapers and
shopping malls, aims to send an
unmannedprobe37millionmiles to the
red planet.
For any other country that has no

space programme, the schedule might
seem ambitious — but the UAE has
never let such technicalities stand in its

way.As locals notedwryly yesterday, its
desert provides the perfect backdrop
for hoax footage if the Mars mission
fails.
Failurewasnot on the agendayester-

day, however, as the country’s rulers set
out plans to launch a domestic space
programme with international part-
ners.
“Despite all the tensions and the con-

flicts across the Middle East, we have
proved today how positive a contribu-
tion the Arab people can make to
humanity . . . Our region is a region of
civilisation. Our destiny is, once again,
to explore, to create, tobuildand tocivi-
lise,” said the ruler of Dubai, Sheikh
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum.
Thoughbig on inspirational rhetoric,

however, the announcement was short
on details. The cost of theMars project
has not been revealed.

United Arab Emirates
Hugh Tomlinson Dubai

Bond’s fight was
lost to Turkey

Analysis Catherine Philp

Broke and
spurned,
Hamas has
lost the plot

T
he ostensible reason
for Hamas to resume
rocket fire against Israel
was the round-up of
hundreds of its militants

following the murders of three
Israeli teenagers. However, the
changes in the Middle East since
its last conflict with Israel might
better explain why the group
may be seeking to capitalise on
a fresh confrontation and why
ceasefire efforts have failed.
Even before the offensive

began, Hamas was weak. Its long
relationship with Iran and Syria
was badly damaged when it took
the side of Sunni co-religionists
seeking to overthrow the Syrian
regime.
Iran — Syria’s main backer —

turned off as much as $20 million
(£11.6 million) a month. At the
time, Hamas’s parent
organisation, the Muslim
Brotherhood, was in power in
Egypt in the person of Mohamed
Morsi. He kept open tunnels
from Egypt to Gaza taking
in weapons and goods. That
changed with his overthrow last
year and a crackdown against
the tunnels by Egypt’s military-
backed government, now
hostile to Gaza’s rulers.
Egypt, once seen as an honest

broker in the conflict, now shares
far deeper interests with the
Jewish state than Gaza’s Islamist
rulers. News that Egypt and
Israel had drawn up a ceasefire
proposal without consulting
Hamas raised suspicions about
their motives. Hamas may be
banking on continuing the
conflict, with its images of
suffering, to rally potential
allies, like Qatar and Turkey.
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contributed toMr Assad’s political lon-
gevity. By blocking the supply of arms
to moderate Syrian rebels, the West
opened up an opportunity for the rapid
expansion of the well-armed and well-
trained Isis and al-Nusra Front forces.
The Free Syrian Army has been

fighting on two fronts: against Isis and
Assad troops. Now President Assad,
encouraged by Iran, may turn on Isis.
Whatever happens will be part of a

game cooked up in his palace with his
Iranian and Russian advisers; its only
real aim will be to prolong his dynastic
rule. His father, Hafez, died after three
decades of iron-fisted rule. Bashar, still
only 48,may be out tomatch that term.

dent Assad’s election last month was
won by 88.7 per cent of the vote — but
voting did not take place in areas
caught up in fighting.
The most trenchant measure of his

failure is the huge humanitarian crisis
that he has helped to create. Almost
eleven million Syrians — half of the
national population—are either living
in refugeecampsoutside thecountryor
havebeendisplacedwithinSyria.Many
are in rebel-held areas and have been
denied international aid. For them, Mr
Assad’s next seven years in office must
seemlikeabiblical seven-yearplagueof
pestilence and famine.
Britain and the US have unwittingly

ing Alawites. He has reinforced his
control over a strategic corridor run-
ning north from Damascus, he has
taken back cities, including Homs, and
his government forces are squeezing
Aleppo.
“We might have to eat some hard

crow,” says Ryan Crocker, a former US
ambassador to Syria and Iraq. “As bad
as the regime is, there is something
worse: that is, the extreme elements of
the opposition.”
And yet the country is collapsing un-

derneath him. The economy has con-
tracted by 80 per cent. There are no
funds for reconstruction, no hope of
significant foreign investment. Presi-

Mexican police save
children from shelter
Police in Mexico rescued more
than 450 children from a shelter
where they had been sleeping on
the floor among rats and fleas
after allegedly being sexually
abused and forced to beg on the
streets (James Hider writes).
The Gran Familia — Big

Family — refuge in the western
city of Zamora was home to 458
girls and boys who lived in such
dire conditions that one parent
had offered hundreds of dollars to
buy a child back. Babies born in
the shelter were claimed as the
children of Rosa Verduzco, the
woman who ran it. She was being
questioned.
The announcement came amid

a struggle by US border
authorities to cope with a deluge
of children from Mexico and
Central America fleeing poverty,
abuse and crime.

Typhoon kills 20
Manila Typhoon Rammasun left
the northern Philippines after
causing at least 20 deaths,
knocking out power, damaging
two parked airliners and forcing
nearly half a million people to
flee. The typhoon shifted away
from Manila after felling trees
and electricity poles and ripping
off roofs across the capital of 12
million people that was largely
paralysed. Of the half a million
people directly affected by
Rammasun, more than 423,000
fled to emergency shelters,
according to the national disaster
risk reduction and management
council. (AP)

Noriega sues
Los Angeles Manuel Noriega, the
former dictator of Panama, is
suing Activision Entertainment,
the publisher of the videogame
Call of Duty, over its alleged
depiction of him in Black Ops II.
The ex-military ruler, who is
serving a jail sentence in Panama
for murder, corruption and
embezzlement, is seeking lost
profits and damages. In the game,
he helps the CIA to capture a
Nicaraguan terrorist, but later
turns on the Americans and is
hunted himself. The 80-year-old
says the videogame portrays him
as a “kidnapper, murderer and
enemy of the state”.

Reviled Assad may yet be an
ally in the battle against Isis
President sworn in to
lead his shattered state
for seven more
years, reports
Roger Boyes

President Assad at his swearing-in in Damascus. He may be attempting to surpass his father’s three-decade grip in power

Bashar Assad was yesterday sworn in
for another seven years as president of
the Imaginary Republic of Syria. All
around him the country is splintering,
dyingandon the run, andyet theSyrian
leader, already in power for 14 years,
was able to declare in his inaugural
speech: “The Syrian people can give
lessons in democracy.”
TheBritish-trainedeye-doctor iseye-

less in Damascus. As he spoke, govern-
ment troopskilledandwoundedreport-
ers from the Turkish Anadolu Agency
who were covering the use of barrel
bombs against rebels and civilians.
Barrel bombs rolled out of helicop-

ters into crowded markets; shells of
nerve gas fired into city suburbs: these
have become the distinguishing marks
of the Assad regime. So far close to
160,000 of his citizens have been killed.
President Assad’s continuing swag-

ger is down to two factors. First, the
West, once committed to his over-
throw, has come to accept that thepres-
ident is not going anywhere. Worse, he
may even have to be part of a broad
effort to defeat the Islamic State of Iraq
and al-Sham (Isis), the black-suited
zealots who are laying claim to be the
new global terror brand. Second,
nobodyhascomeupwithanopposition
candidate strongenoughtoheadoff the
violent collapse of the country.
The Assad family controls the secur-

ity machine, the most effective parts of
thearmy; itsmainarmssupplier,Russia,
is still keeping stocks high. Iran sends a
daily flight toDamascus, full of advisers,
cash and medication for the elite.
Behind the walls of his Damascus

palace then, the president and his
London-educated wife, Asma, have
rarely felt so secure in the 40months of
this bloody insurgency. If nothing else,
he canguarantee the security of his rul-

SANA/EPA
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National Front candidate jailed for monkey slur on minister
and fined €50,000. SOS Racisme, an
anti-racism group, hailed the ruling as
“unprecedented”. However, Florian
Philippot, the front’s deputy chairman,
said Mrs Leclère had been expelled
from the party for her comments and
deserved to be found guilty. He also
went on to describe the sentence as
“grotesquely out of proportion”, saying
the jail term given to Mrs Leclère was
longer than many defendants received
for assault and battery in France.

next to one of a chimpanzee. The cap-
tions suggested that theminister looked
likeamonkeyasababy. “If pushcameto
shove, I’d rather seeherupa tree than in
the government like this,” Mrs Leclère
told French TV. Legal experts had ex-
pected her to receive a fine of a few
thousand euros and a suspended jail
term — the usual sentence for racism.
Instead, in addition to the nine-

month prison sentence she was banned
from standing in election for five years

France is gripped by ethnic and reli-
gious tensions that are pitting Jews
against Muslims and affluent city
centre communities against second
and third-generation immigrants from
impoverished suburbs.
Anne-Sophie Leclère, 34, was put on

trial last year, while she was a mayoral
candidate for Rethel, a town in north-
ern France. Her Facebook page was
found to have a photo of Christiane
Taubira,62,who is fromFrenchGuiana,

was denounced by the far-right move-
ment, which claimed that the court in
Cayenne, FrenchGuiana,was political-
lymotivated.The frontwas all themore
angry since itwas foundguilty of aiding
and abetting its candidate and fined
€30,000.
Marine Le Pen, the front’s leader,

fears that the judgment will blight her
attempt to court middle-of-the-road
voters in her quest for power in the 2017
presidential election. The rowcomes as

A formerNational Front candidate has
been sentenced to nine months in pris-
on for comparing France’s South-
American-born justice minister to a
monkey.
The verdict was among the most

severe delivered in France for making
racist comments and was hailed as a
landmark by campaigners. However, it

France
Adam Sage Paris

Dutch responsible for 300 deaths at Srebrenica
The Netherlands
David Charter, Shaun Turton

The Dutch state faces a steep bill for
compensation after being found
responsible for the deaths of 300
victims of the Srebrenicamassacre, the
worst atrocity on European soil since
the Second World War.
Dutch peacekeepers should not have

handed over men seeking refuge in
their compound to Bosnian Serb forces
on July 13, 1995, The Hague district
court ruled yesterday.
It was a disappointing judgment for

many relatives, however, because
judges cleared the state of general
responsibility for the genocide of more

than 7,000 Muslim men in the United
Nations “safearea”a fewmonthsbefore
the end of the Bosnian war.
Relatives said that they planned to

appeal against the ruling, which may
also be challenged by the state.
“The state is liable for the loss suf-

fered by relatives of the men who were
deportedby theBosnianSerbs fromthe
Dutch battalion (Dutchbat) compound
in Potocari,” the court said in its ruling.
“Dutchbat should have taken into
account the possibility that these men
would be the victim of genocide and
that it can be said with sufficient cer-
tainty that, had the Dutchbat allowed
them to stay at the compound, these
men would have remained alive,” it

said. “By co-operating in the deporta-
tion of these men, Dutchbat acted
unlawfully.”
The Muslim enclave of Srebrenica

was under UN protection until July 11,

1995, when it was overrun by ethnic
Serb forces under the commandofRat-
ko Mladic, who is currently on trial on
genocide and war crimes charges.
Most of the Muslim men were living

outside the Dutch compound and
many fled into the woods at the ap-
proach of the soldiers.
“We got justice for one group, that is

good,” said Munira Subasic, one of the
representatives of the Mothers of Sre-
brenica group who was in court. “But
howdoyouexplain toamother that the
Dutch are responsible for the death of
one son that stood on one side of the
fence and not for the one on the other
side? The Dutch compound was so big
that everyone should have been let in

the compound. We will continue to
seek truth and justice.”
TheUNandtheDutchwerecriticised

after the massacre for failing to call in
airstrikes, but the Dutch court decided
there was nothing Dutchbat could have
done to prevent most of the killings.
In April, the Dutch government said

it would pay €20,000 to relatives of
three Bosnian Muslim men murdered
after peacekeepers expelled them from
the UN compound at Srebrenica in
1995. That move followed a ruling by a
Dutch court last year that the state was
liable for the deaths, the first time that
a government had been held responsi-
ble for the actions of peacekeepers op-
erating under a UN mandate.

General Mladic with refugees in 1995

A Monaco-based diplomat accused of
ordering the murder of his partner’s
billionairemother reportedlyhaddebts
of €9 million (£7.1 million).
Wojciech Janowski, 64, is suspected

of paying two hitmen to shoot Hélène
Pastor, the heiress to one of Monaco’s
mostpowerfuldynasties.MrsPastor, 77,
was fatally wounded along with
Mohamed Darwich, 64, her chauffeur,
in Nice, southern France, in May.
The arrest of Mr Janowski stunned

the tiny Mediterranean nation, where
he was known as a socialite as well as
consul for his native Poland. He had
lived with Sylvia Ratkowski-Pastor, 53,
Mrs Pastor’s daughter, for 28 years.
They have a daughter, born in 1995.
Now it has been claimed that Mr
Janowski was a failed businessman.
Le Parisien, the French newspaper,

said investigatorshaddiscoveredadebt
of €9 million, including an overdraft
charge of €1 million. It said the debts
were likely to worsen after an attempt
byHudsonOil,MrJanowski’s oil group,
to buy a refinery in Gorlice, Poland.
The vendor alleges that he has not

been paid fully and has won two orders
that Mr Janowski should hand over
€30 million, according to a French
police source. Le Parisien said that Mr
Janowski had been told to pay the first
tranche by the end of the year.
Investigators say they suspect him of

ordering Mrs Pastor’s murder in the
hope of gaining the inheritance. They
accuse him of paying Pascal Dauriac,
his private fitness coach, €200,000 to
organise the shooting.
Mr Dauriac admitted his role in the

killings and Samine Said Hamed, 24,
and Alhaire Hamadi, 31. have been
arrested on suspicion of murder.
Mr Janowski initially confessed to

ordering the killing, but later retracted
the admission.

Diplomat ‘in
murder plot
owed €9m’
Monaco
Adam Sage

BERTRAND LANGLOIS/AFP/GETTY IMAGES

Le showmust go on
despite theatre strike
Evening strollers by

the papal palace in
Avignon were treated

to a free performance
of Satoshi Miyagi’s

magnificent Mahabharata,
above, one of the gems of
the city’s annual festival
(Charles Bremner writes).
Striking technicians

forced the actors to take
their performance on to
the streets. The Miyagi
production was one of nine
out of 13 at the festival to be
affected. It is the target of
disruption by the so-called
“intermittents du
spectacle”. This is the
quarter of a million-strong
cast of actors, musicians,

technicians and just about
all of the rest of France’s
entertainment workers —
including drivers,
secretaries and canteen
staff. They enjoy a regime
that provides generous
benefits during periods
when they are out of work,
provided that they work a
minimum number of days.

The workers are unhappy
over a cost-saving reform
that they fear could cut
their income by 10 per cent
and say they feel betrayed
by President Hollande
because Socialist
governments are supposed
to spare no cost as
champions of creative
expression.
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US teen kills himself
over viral sex video

ASanDiego couple claim that their 14-
year-old son committed suicide after a
video taken of him allegedly mastur-
bating in a school bathroom went viral
online,makinghima target for bullying
across California and beyond.
Timothy and Barbara Burdette have

filed a $1 million legal suit against the
San Diego Unified School District,
accusing it of negligence. They claim
that at least two staff members knew
about the video and the ensuing cyber-
bullying, but did nothing to stop it.
Matthew Burdette killed himself on

November 29, while the family was at
their cabin in the San Bernardino
Mountains for Thanksgiving.
His parents later learnt from friends

of Matthew that another boy had
peeredoverabathroomstall and filmed
their son. The student posted the video
on the social media services Snapchat
and Vine, claiming that he had caught
Matthew masturbating.
“It went viral. It went beyond his

school. It went to other schools in Cali-
fornia. Kids in the neighbourhood who
didn’t go toMatthew’s schoolhadheard
about it and seen the video that was
taken of him,” said Laura Burdette
Mechak, Matthew’s aunt.
Allison Worden, the family’s lawyer,

told a local television news channel:
“Kids saw this video and began to tease
Matthew mercilessly — they teased

him, they harassed him. Theymade his
life miserable over a two-week period.”
Matthew had previously been happy

and popular, his family says. However,
he left a note saying he was taking his
own life because “I can’t do school
anymore. I have no friends. I don’twant
to kill myself but I have no friends.”
He was in the bathroom where the

video was taken because he had been
thrownout of class for eating sunflower
seeds.
The boy who took the video is due to

appear in a juvenile court later this
month. The hearing will determine
whether he should face charges.
Mr and Mrs Burdette say that they

only learnt of the video after the death
of their son. In their lawsuit, the couple
say that they will be “forced to bear the
death of their son for the rest of their
lives”. They are blaming the school for
not intervening to save their son from
bullying.
School officials have expressed

support for the Burdette family but de-
clined to make any further comment.
The case is the latest cyber-bullying

incident to shock America. In another
case, a 16-year-old girl from Texas
alleges thatnakedpictures of her, taken
after she was raped while unconscious,
possibly after her drink was spiked,
were shared on Twitter and Instagram.
A report released last year by The

Urban Institute showed that 17 per cent
of US students reported being victims
of cyber-bullying.

Whale of a time Young beluga whales get playful with a diver off Russky Island, in
the Sea of Japan. There are thought to be 150,000 of the white giants worldwide

ANDREY NEKRASOV/BARCROFT MEDIA

United States
Rhys Blakely Los Angeles

Lay off our
lonely Oscar,
says family

Oscar Pistorius went binge drinking
and got into a bar fight because he feels
lonely, alienated, and is struggling to
copewith extremeemotional pain after
shooting dead his girlfriend, his family
said yesterday.
His uncle, Leo Pistorius, said the ath-

lete had been “unwise” after allegations
emerged that he was downing tequila
shots in a Johannesburg nightclub
before brawling with another reveller.
However, claims that the runner had

insulted President Zuma were “outra-
geous,” his uncle said. He also denied
that the athlete had boasted about his
family’s wealth or influence.
“Oscar is grappling with an extreme

level of emotional pain that ismanifest-
ing itself in some of his recent unwise
actions and choices,” the uncle said.
Jared Mortimer, a businessman, told

a gossip website that Mr Pistorius had
poked him in the chest during an alter-
cation at the VIP Room, in Sandton.
Mr Pistorius, 27, is accused of mur-

dering Reeva Steenkamp, 29, by firing
four bullets through a locked lavatory
door in the early hours of Valentine’s
Day last year. He admits killing her but
denies premeditated murder because
he said he mistook her for an intruder.
The case at Pretoria’s high court has

been adjourned until August 7, and Mr
Pistorius is on bail.

South Africa
Jerome Starkey Africa Correspondent
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Fox’s $80bn bid puts
Time Warner in play
Alex Spence Media Editor
Deirdre Hipwell M&A Correspondent

21st Century Fox, the entertainment
conglomerate run by RupertMurdoch,
may have to raise its audacious $80 bil-
lion bid for TimeWarner to secure the
biggest media takeover since the dot-
com boom.
21st Century Fox offered $86 per

share in cash and shares for its rival but
the approach was rejected by Time
Warner’s board as “not in their best
interests”, it emerged yesterday.
Sources close to the deal said last night
that, while Mr Murdoch was not pre-
pared to secure a deal “at all costs”,
Time Warner was firmly in his sights.
The bid has put Time Warner, the

owner of HBO, the subscription chan-
nel behind Game of Thrones, in play
after weeks of speculation that Amer-
ica’s entertainment industrywas on the
verge of awave of deals. Shares in Time
Warner soaredby 17.7per cent to$83.59.
There were suggestions that 21st

Century Fox may have to pay as much
as $100 a share, but a source said that
the company considered $86 a share to
be a “full and fair” offer. It may be will-
ing to gohigher, but only if TimeWarn-
er was willing to open its books and
hold talkswith 21st Century Fox, which
was split last year fromNews Corpora-
tion, the publishing company that ulti-
mately owns The Times.
On paying $100 a share, the source

said: “That’s a long way from where we

are and a long way from reality. That’s
a pipe dream.”
Mr Murdoch is understood to be

determined to achieve a deal but also
wants to be disciplined. Time Warner
could find itself under pressure from
investors to consider its options now
that it is in play.
While Time Warner has a much

larger base of institutions than 21st
Century Fox, at least 70per cent of the
investors overlap with large funds
including State Street and Capital
Group, oneof theworld’s largest invest-
ment management companies with
about $1 trillion assets under manage-
ment, owning stakes in both groups.
Analysts have predicted a succession

of big deals in the fast-changing enter-
tainment industry. A merger of Time
Warner and 21st Century Fox would
dwarf almost all other deals in the sec-
tor andwould be the biggest sinceTime
Warner’s ill-fated $164 billion tie-up
with AOL in 2000.
It would create amovie and TV giant

with annual revenues of about $60bil-
lion and rights to content such as Ava-
tar, The Simpsons and Major League
Baseball. It would also include 21st
Century Fox’s 39 per cent stake in
BSkyB, the satellite broadcaster.
The combination of the 20th

Century Fox and Warner Brothers
movie divisions would create the big-
gest film studio in Hollywood, but it is
the amalgamated TV businesses that
analysts said would have the biggest

impact. Combining the 21st Century
Fox and Time Warner’s pay TV assets
would also bring together rights to
broadcast sports such as basketball and
create a stronger competitor to
Disney’s ESPN.
However, CNN, Time Warner’s

international TV news network, would
have to be spun off as part of the deal to
avoid regulatory obstacles, since 21st
Century Fox already ownsFoxNews. It
is expected that it could fetch between
$6 billion and $10 billion.
Time Warner said it would press

ahead with its existing strategy. It
added that there were “considerable
strategic, operational and regulatory
risks to executing a combination with
21st Century Fox” and that there was
“significant risk and uncertainty as to
thevaluationof 21stCenturyFox’snon-
voting stock”.
TimeWarner said Fox had offered to

swap each of its shares for 1.531 non-
voting Fox shares and $32.42 in cash. It
is thought TimeWarner, which spent a
month considering the deal, was con-
cerned about the valuation of Fox’s
non-voting stock as well as Fox’s ability
to “manage a combination of this size
and scale”.
21st Century Fox believes that a deal

would achieve cost savings of at least
$1billion by combining the companies’
operations. “Financially it would be a
phenomenal combination,” an insider
said.
Fight for the throne, page 29

Time Warner, which owns HBO, the producer of Game of Thrones, said that a takeover would carry“considerable risks”

French threats
ease Cable’s woes

E
t maintenant, leçon cinq:
Vince Cable au bureau de
poste. Bonjour Monsieur
Cable. Pourquoi le grand
grin comme un demented

chat de Cheshire? Oh là là, une
chute dans le Royal Mail share
price. Magnifique! Quelle nouvelles
splendides!
OK, maybe our business secretary

doesn’t really rejoice at every bit of
bad news from the Royal Mail, the
parcel company he privatised at
330p a share last October, leaving
£750million on the table on day one
(story, page 40). But, with the shares
on the skids since January’s 618p
high, it has been easier for him to
maintain his fetching unapologetic
frown — lucky, too, now that Lord
Myners, the lefty report writer
extraordinaire, is cranking up for a
poke around the posties float.
Royal Mail shares were in retreat

again yesterday, this time due to
what some people old enough to
know better called a problem with
its French letters. But let’s rise above
that, so to speak. Not least because,
technically, it’s the group’s French
parcel arm at risk of getting hit by
those Gallic competition regulators
and landed with a “material” fine.
They’ve accused GLS France —

part of Royal Mail’s European parcel
wing, General Logistics Systems —
of breaching antitrust laws. Not that
the French authorities are saying
how exactly. But TNT and FedEx
have also caught the regulator’s eye,
with Fedex suggesting the inquiry is
into goings-on at “trade association
meetings”. Thrilling, then.
First thought, naturally, is that the

whole thing has been cooked up by
the French to protect state-backed
La Poste, which still has more than
half the domestic parcels market. It’s
also been a whole week since BNP
Paribas accepted its near $8.9billion
fine from American regulators, so it
was only a matter of time before the
French had a pop at a US company
such as FedEx. But it seems that La
Poste has also been fingered, so
maybe something is up.
All the same, GLS France is losing

money — £21 million last year — so
doesn’t look much good at price-
fixing. And, whatever happens,
analysts suggest the maximum fine
is 10 per cent of GLS turnover (or
£165 million). It’s likely to be much
less, which may be why the shares
fell only 1.5 per cent to 479½p. Poor
Dr Cable. Still dans la merde.

Fox in a fight

Content is king. That’s long
been a favourite saying in the
media biz — even if recent

history has done little to back it.
The undisputed king, worth

almost $400billion, is Google, a
search engine built on other people’s
content. Becoming bigger too, in
market value, are America’s
consolidating cable companies,
where Comcast, worth $142billion,

is poised to turbo-charge its buying
clout via the $42.5billion purchase
of Time Warner Cable. Then, there’s
a phone giant, AT&T, planning to
emerge as a big pay-television
player after its $48.5billion swoop
on DirecTV.
Stand still in a market like this,

and soon the content providers lose
selling power. Which may explain
why Rupert Murdoch’s 21st Century
Fox is fighting back. The media
executive, who owns The Times,
may be 83, but his $80billion bid for
Time Warner is straight out of the
box of big strategic bets on which he
has built his career.
Mr Murdoch has been rebuffed by

Time Warner, whose chief executive
Jeff Bewkes last week denied all
knowledge of any Fox interest —
even though he’d discussed a
potential deal with Chase Carey, the
Fox president, last month. But logic
is on Mr Murdoch’s side.
The deal would bring together

Fox, valued at $77.5 billion, with
Time Warner — $63 billion — to
create a $140.5billion content
company, rivalled only by Walt
Disney, today worth $148 billion. It
would span television, the 20th
Century Fox and Warner Brothers
movie studios and the rights to all
major sports. The numbers are
eye-popping, but not when you
consider that both companies are
up against Google, which has a
$57billion cash pile to spend on
adding content businesses to
YouTube.
To get a deal past the regulators,

Fox has already offered to sell Time
Warner’s CNN news business. A
bigger problem is persuading Mr
Bewkes, yet 70 per cent of
shareholders are common to both
companies. Despite the current
impasse, you wouldn’t bet against
another episode.

Red card for Ashley

Anightmare to ref, that Mike
Ashley — diving in the box
one minute and then

deliberately missing the penalty.
Surely, only Sports Direct could
come up with such a hilarious
tactical debrief to its bonus row
(story, page 38).
Apparently its executive deputy

chairman, with 58 per cent of the
shares, never had any intention of
playing in the staff bonus pool,
currently worth £178 million. No, he
just went around kicking minority
shareholders in the groin on a point
of principle — three times, too, until
60 per cent of them keeled over.
Nice one, Mike. Pulling out of the

scheme is nothing to do, then, with
his allocation being smaller than he
wanted. Or that he might need
investor support for a future deal.
Can’t someone please pay Mr

Ashley a salary or dividend? Or
book him for time-wasting?

alistair.osborne@thetimes.co.uk

business commentary Alistair Osborne
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UK: Regular pay in Britain
increased at the slowest rate
on record in the three months
to May. Wages excluding
bonuses rose 0.7 per cent over
the year, less than half the rate
of inflation and the weakest
annual growth since the
Office for National Statistics
started compiling the data in
2001. Confirmation that the
squeeze on living standards is
biting once again came as
employment rose by 254,000
in the last quarter, taking the
number of people in work
in the UK to a record
30.6 million. Over the same
period, unemployment fell by
121,000, pushing the jobless
rate down to 6.5 per cent —
its lowest since December
2008.
China: The GDP growth rate
of the world’s second-biggest
economy rose slightly in the
second quarter of the year,
relieving market fears that
China was on course for a
“hard landing” as targeted
government stimulus measures
begin to bite. Year-on-year
growth of 7.5 per cent in the
April to June period was
marginally ahead of market
forecasts and marked a small,
but politically significant,
improvement from the more
worrying 7.4 per cent logged in
the first quarter of 2014. Page 35

banking & finance
1.68%

Icap: The inter-dealer broker
produced another downbeat
trading statement, with
revenues off by 14 per cent on
a constant currency basis in
the first quarter of its financial
year, or 19 per cent in reported
terms. Page 33; Tempus, page 36
London Stock Exchange
Group: Chris Gibson-Smith
announced his retirement as
chairman of the LSE after
11 years, at the company’s
annual meeting. The exchange
operator was reporting an
upbeat trading statement, with
revenues up by 20 per cent in
the three months to the end of
June. Tempus, page 36
Fund management: The level
of worldwide assets under
management surged by 13 per
cent to a record $68.7 trillion
(£40.1 trillion) last year, as fund
managers were boosted by
rebounding markets, according
to the latest analysis by Boston
Consulting Group. It was the
second year in a row when the
global asset management
industry grew, the consultant
said, after four years of stalling
after the financial crisis in
2008. However, Boston said
that asset managers were still
struggling to win new client
business, with the amount of
fund inflows from new
mandates running at about half
the level before the credit crisis.
ICBC: Chinese police in
Sichuan province swooped on a
group of 30 investors protesting
against the “deception” of the
country’s largest bank
yesterday in a scandal that
threatens to lay bare years of
sharp practice across China’s
financial system. All of the
demonstrators who had

gathered outside ICBC’s main
Sichuan branch, including
many elderly Chinese who
have lost a lifetime of savings
on an imploded financial
product, are understood to
remain in detention as the
authorities try to suppress a
wider panic. Page 35

engineering
2.13%

Fenner: The maker of
conveyor belts and other
engineering products followed
its May profit warning with a
trading update that reported
no improvement in one of its
key markets, the UScoal
industry. Tempus, page 36
Mercedes-Benz: The Smart
car, the industry-defining
micro car whose losses have
run into the billions, has for
the first time in ten years been
given an upgrade. Last night in
Berlin, the global capital of the
Smart car, Mercedes revealed
a new fuel-efficient ForTwo
two-seater and a new version
of the ForFour four-seater, a
car discontinued in the middle
of the past decade. The new
Smart cars will come on to the
market starting at €10,300
(£9,000), similar to current
pricing. Page 34

health
0.38%

Spire Healthcare: Britain’s
second-largest operator of
private hospitals will be priced
at the lower end of forecasts
after investors expressed
doubts about political risks
facing the company. The range
has been narrowed to between
210p and 220p per share,
valuing Spire at between
£842 million and £867 million.
The company’s original pricing
forecast was between 210p and
300p. Spire is owned by Cinven,
the private equity firm, which
intends to reduce its stake to
54 per cent through the stock
market offering. Page 32
AbbVie: Jacob Lew, the US
Treasury Secretary, has
accused the American
drugmaker of being
“economically unpatriotic” in
its attempt to acquire Shire, the
British pharmaceutical group,
and lower its tax bill. Mr Lew
said that America “needs a new
sense of economic patriotism,
where we all rise or fall
together” and criticised US
companies attempting to carry
out controversial “tax
inversions”. Page 29

media
1.38%

21st Century Fox: The
entertainment conglomerate
run by Rupert Murdoch may
have to raise its audacious
$80 billion bid for Time
Warner to secure the biggest
media takeover since the
dotcom boom. Fox offered $86
per share in cash and shares for
its rival, but the approach was
rejected by Time Warner’s
board as “not in their best
interests”, it emerged yesterday.
Sources close to the deal said
last night that, while Mr
Murdoch was not prepared to

secure a deal “at all costs”, Time
Warner was firmly in his sights.
Pages 27, 29
Price comparison websites:
Britain’s biggest price
comparison websites are being
ordered to address insurance
listings that mislead or confuse
their users. The sites
sometimes failed to provide
the right information to users
buying motor and household
insurance, the Financial
Conduct Authority said in a
report. They encouraged
people to focus on the lowest
price without understanding
elements such as the level of
cover or the size of the excess
shouldered by the
policyholder. Page 33

natural resources
2.73%

North Sea: The British
government will provide
£15 million of funding for the
new independent oil industry
regulator for five years. The
Oil and Gas Authority, which
is to be based in Aberdeen, will
receive £3 million a year for
five years from 2016-17.
Rio Tinto:The mining group
produced record amounts of
iron ore in the first half of the
year as it bet on strong demand
from China. Rio ramped up
exports to the world’s biggest
consumer of the crucial
ingredient for steelmaking after
expanding several large mines
in the Australian Outback.
Shipments in the second
quarter increased by 23 per
cent on the same period a year
ago to 75.7 million tonnes, and
production rose 11 per cent to
73.1 million tonnes. However,
its strategy has stoked fears
that the mining industry is
adding new iron ore supply too
quickly, threatening to create a
global glut and a slump in
prices. Page 37

professional &
support services

1.06%

Royal Mail: The UK postal
operator has been caught up in
a competition investigation
after French regulators accused
one of its subsidiaries of
breaching antitrust laws. Royal
Mail warned that it could face
“material” losses if it is found to
have breached rules governing
the €3.75 billion (£3 billion)
French parcels market. Under
French antitrust law, the
maximum fine is 10 per cent of
global turnover, meaning that
Royal Mail could be fined
up to £160 million, according
to analysts. Page 32
Experian: The FTSE 100 credit
checker and data analytics
company suffered a bigger
than expected shareholder
protest at its annual meeting in
Dublin, as nearly 30 per cent
of institutional investors
refused to endorse a plan to
elevate Don Robert, its chief
executive, to chairman.
Experian said that
shareholders speaking for just
over 11 per cent had directly
opposed the move, which
flies in the face of best
boardroom practice. Taken
together with more than
141 million withheld votes on

Mr Robert’s re-election, it
means that 29.37 per cent of
shareholders declined to give
their firm backing for Mr
Robert to replace Sir John
Peace as chairman. Page 33

retailing
1.24%

Sports Direct: Mike Ashley, the
billionaire founder of Britain’s
biggest sportswear chain, has
withdrawn from a controversial
bonus scheme weeks after
forcing through the award. In a
surprise reversal, Mr Ashley
has pulled out of Sports
Direct’s £200million employee
incentive scheme. The money
will be shared out among the
chain’s 24,000 employees.

technology
2.12%

Apple: The iPad-maker has
agreed to pay more than
$400 million to resolve
individual state and consumer
claims that it conspired with
five major publishers to fix
ebook prices, according to
court records filed in New
York. The settlement, which
would provide $400 million for
consumers and cost the tech
company an extra $20 million
in legal fees, depends on the
outcome of a pending appeal
against a federal judge’s ruling
last year that Apple was liable
for violating antitrust laws.
The ruling by the US Circuit
Court of Appeals in New York
could reverse the judge’s 2013
ruling. Page 32

telecoms
0.91%

BTGroup: The government
has lost a long-running court
battle to walk away from any
responsibility for the company
pensions of BTworkers who
joined the scheme after the
telecoms giant was privatised
in 1984. The Court of Appeal
yesterday ruled that the
“Crown guarantee” issued to
BT at the time of privatisation,
covered almost all staff hired
since then. “This ruling
confirms that if BT were ever
to go bust, taxpayers are on the
hook to continue to pay BT’s
pensions. The present value of
these payments is a whopping
£24 billion,” John Ralfe, a
pensions expert, said. Page 34

transport
0.92%

FirstGroup: The rail and train
group suffered a shareholder
rebellion over a £2million pay-
and-bonus deal for Tim
O’Toole, the chief executive.
Shareholders speaking for
more than a quarter of the
votes cast at the company’s
annual meeting in Aberdeen
voted against its pay report for
last year. It is the second
successive year that the
company, under the new
chairmanship of John
McFarlane, who also runs the
board at Aviva, has suffered a
revolt over pay. Page 33
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Shareholders in Carphone
Warehouse and Dixons will
meet to vote on a £3.8billion
merger. The tie-up is set to
be waved through by both
sets of investors. Barring any
last-minute drama, court
approval is expected in early
August, allowing the two
companies to become one by
August 7. The new company,
to be called Carphone
Dixons, brings Currys,
PCWorld and Carphone
Warehouse under a single
umbrella. Combined sales are
likely to approach £12 billion.
Sir Charles Dunstone, the

chairman of Carphone, will
be group chairman, while
Sebastian James, the boss of
Dixons, will become chief
executive. Management hope
that by combining their
operations, they can generate
savings of £80 million a year.
Critics in the City have

described the transaction as
a “defensive” move, arguing
that Carphone Warehouse
faces a mature mobile phone
market with gradually
slowing growth, while Dixons
is battling fierce competition
from online retailers of
electrical goods.

The day ahead

Graph of the day
Despite the sharp spike in migration from Greece, Ireland,
Italy, Portugal and Spain last year, Poles remained the
main immigrants into the UK.

Polish 101,930

Romanian 46,890

Spanish 45,620

Italian 41,950

Portuguese 27,260

Others 123,410

Indian 28,760

Rest of EU 152,170

Hungarian 23,620

Total
602,500
in 2013

Company Change

Meggitt Bid speculation 9.6%
easyJet A push by brokers 6.3%
Glencore Better Chinese economic data 3.6%
Anglo American Demand hopes 3.3%
Rio Tinto A decent update 2.8%
RSA UBSsays “sell” -0.8%
Tullow Oil An adverse Ugandan tax ruling -1.5%
Shire Takeover under threat -1.6%
Royal Mail French competition investigation -1.9%
Quindell Bears return -8.4%

The day’s biggest movers

Name Pre-tax figure

Profit (+) loss (-)

Dividend

Ebiquity (media FY) £3.4m (£6.6m) 0p
Ilika (resources FY) -£3.1m (-£3.5m) 0p

6 Results in brief are given for all companies valued at more than £30 million. f = final p = payable

Results in brief
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AbbVie’s ‘unpatriotic’ bid for Shire is drawn into US tax row
Deirdre Hipwell

The US secretary of the treasury has
accused AbbVie, an American drug-
maker, of being “economically unpatri-
otic” in its attempt to acquire Shire, the
British pharmaceutical group, and low-
er its tax bill.
JacobLewsaid thatAmerica “needsa

new sense of economic patriotism,
where we all rise or fall together” and
criticised US companies attempting to
carryout controversial “tax inversions”.

This week, AbbVie, a Chicago-based
specialist in treating arthritis, said that
itwas close to a £31 billion “mega-merg-
er” deal to buy Shire. The £53.20-a-
share buyout sent Shire’s shares
soaring. If the deal completes, it would
make the UKdrugs company the big-
gest subject yet of so-called “inversion”
takeovers by American bidders, which
are structured to take advantage of
Britain’s lower rate of corporation tax.
The US’s 35 per cent corporation tax

rate is thehighest in theWesternworld.

Mr Lew said on Tuesday that Con-
gress should “enact legislation immedi-
ately to shut down this abuse of our tax
system”and make it retrospective to

May, which could scupper AbbVie’s
deal.Hewrote ina letter to theHouseof
Representatives: “We should not be
providing support for corporations that
seek to shift their profits overseas to
avoid paying their fair share of taxes.”
President Obama has already pro-

posed measures to try to clamp down
on inversions.
Yesterday Gtech, the Italian lottery

operator, agreed to buy IGT, the Las
Vegas-based casino-equipment maker,
in a deal structured as a tax inversion.

Jamie Dimon, chief executive of
JPMorganChase, has added to the row,
saying on Tuesday: “We have a corpo-
rate tax policy which is driving capital
and companies overseas.We just really
need to fix this sooner, rather than later,
because some of this damage is per-
manent. These people are building
R&D plantsoverseas.Theyare sending
engineers overseas.”
Shire’s share price fell nearly 2 per

cent to close at £47.86. AbbVie declined
to comment.

Coming to a screen near you

TimeWarner

Twentieth Century Fox Entertainment
movie studio

Sky Deutschland 55% stake

BSkyB 39% stake

Sky Italia

2013 revenue

2013 net income

Main assets

Main assets

21st Century Fox TV stations include

Amerged entity could have
to sell CNN, which competes
directly with
Fox News

y Italia

The company’s television operations
primarily consist of

Home BoxOffice (HBO)

Turner Broadcasting
TNT, TBS, CNN News, Cartoon
Network, Adult Swim and Boomerang

Fox News

FX channelwhich last year premiered
The Americans, American Horror Story
and Sons of Anarchy

National Geographic Channel

Fox SportsThe largest regional sports
network with rights to broadcast live

Sports channels include

Fox Sports 1 The first national cable
sports network, featuring college
football and basketball, Champions
League and Premier League football

Fox Soccer Channel

Fox College Sports

tainment and Sports
stake

Number of
employees

21st Century Fox

$29.8bn
$27.68bn

$7bn
$3.69bn

34,000

25,600
full-time

What could have to be sold?

Sources: 21st Century
Fox annual report
2013, Time Warner
annual report 2013

Fox

MyNetworkTV

28 television
stations owned by
the company

with rights to broadcast live
games of 51 of 81 US
professional sports teams
in baseball, basketball and
ice hockey

Fox College Sports

Yankee Entertainment
(YES) Network 49%

Sports TimeOhio

What

Broadcast rights for professional and
college basketball

games, Major
League
Baseball games

Warner Bros
produced more
than 60 TV
shows during
the 2013-14
season Fo

net
game
pr
in
ic

Media makers fight for the throne
Alex Spence, Deirdre Hipwell

Jeff Bewkes was in Sun Valley, Idaho,
last week for the annual gathering of
media heavyweights. Confronted
about rumours that Time Warner
could be a target, he played dumb.
“I know nothing about it,” he said.
As it happens, Time Warner’s board

had weeks earlier rejected an $80bil-
lion approach from Rupert Murdoch’s
21st Century Fox.
Mr Bewkes was dismissive of the

$86-a-share approach. However, his
company, which produces television
and movie content from Gravity to
Game of Thrones, now appears to be in
play.
The industry has been speculating

for weeks that Time Warner would be
an obvious target as the makers of
entertainment respond to consolida-
tion among the companies that distrib-
ute their movies and TV channels to
American homes.
Comcast is taking over the cable

operatorTimeWarnerCable, a spin-off
from Time Warner, while AT&T
snapped up DirecTV, a satellite broad-
caster. Analysts warn that with fewer
distributors, the companies that
provide programming will have less
clout over fees.
Larger content companies would

have greater bargaining power. Size

would help to expand their reach as
demand for premium movies, TV pro-
grammes and sports explodes around
the world. It would also strengthen
their position against competitors such
as Google and Netflix.
21st Century Fox believes that Time

Warner’s moves to sell off non-TV and
movie assets make it a perfect fit.
Time Warner, which traces its roots

back to Time magazine in the 1920s,
became an unwieldy conglomerate
that Mr Bewkes has spent years trying
to dismantle. The nadir was a $164 bil-
lion tie-upwithAOL in2000,whichMr
Bewkes described as “the biggest mis-
take in corporate history”.
He has shed assets, most recently

spinning off themagazine business. He
has won credit for creating a smaller,
nimbler company, but that may have
merely played into the predators’
hands.
A combined company would control

a huge chunk of America’s leading pay-
television channels, including HBO.
HBO is the real jewel. “That’s the

holy grail that [Murdoch] has his eye
on,” Porter Bibb, of Mediatech Capital
Partners, told Bloomberg TV. “It’s a
hugemoneymaker with huge potential
and probably the only Netflix killer in
the world right now.”
A deal would also bring rights to

broadcast sports includingbaseball and
basketball, and create a more powerful
competitor to Disney’s ESPN and the
biggest Hollywood film studio.
The transactionwould attract scruti-

ny from regulators. 21st Century Fox
has already acknowledged, in private
discussions, that CNNwould be sold as
part of a deal to avoid a conflict with
Fox News. Ratings have suffered
because of its noisier rival, but CNN
would still fetch between $6billion and
$10 billion, sources said.
There is also the chance that another

bidder, such as Disney or Google,
would enter the race.
For Mr Murdoch, the offer marks a

welcome return to the sort of deal-
making that made his reputation. 21st
Century Fox abandoned an £8billion
bid for BSkyB amid the phone-hacking
scandal in 2011. The fallout led to his
media business being split in two: 21st
Century Foxheld themovie andTVas-
sets, while News Corporation took the
newspaper and publishing interests,
including The Times.

Chase Carey

Chase Carey, president and
co-chief operating officer of
21st Century Fox, has long
been a trusted lieutenant of
Rupert Murdoch.

Easily recognised by
his luxuriant grey
moustache, he
turns 60 this year
and has been
working within
the News
Corporation stable
since 1988 when he
joined Fox.

A graduate of Colgate
and Harvard universities
and a keen rugby player, he
held various roles including
chief operating officer of
Fox Inc and chief executive
of Fox Broadcasting.

He was instrumental in

the launch of Fox Sports
and Fox News and in
focusing the strategy of the
company on its worldwide
television business.

The media executive,
who shares his title
of chief operating
officer with
James Murdoch,
the son of
Rupert, is well-
regarded by Wall

Street.
He assumed his

latest title in 2009 and in
June this year signed a two-
year contract extension.

Mr Carey is said to have a
“passion” for the New York
Giants and Yankees and
wears blazers with elbow
patches.

Jeff Bewkes

The 62-year-old chief
executive of Time Warner
has led the media
conglomerate since 2008
and been chairman of the
board since 2009. Born
in Paterson, New
Jersey, he claims
Dutch, German
and American
ethnicity and was
raised in
Connecticut. A
graduate of Yale in
1974, he later achieved
an MBA from Stanford
University.

His first job after leaving
university was at a
Californian winery, followed
by a stint as a commercial
banker with Citibank in its
shipping lending unit.

Mr Bewkes left banking to
join HBO, the cable and
satellite television network,
in 1986 and rose to become
chief executive by 1995. He

became chairman of
Time Warner’s
entertainment and
networks group
in 2002 and took
over the top job
from Dick
Parsons in 2008.
The media mogul

has been married
twice and has two sons.

He owns close to
190,000 shares in Time
Warner — a stake which on
Tuesday was worth about
$13 million, but soared as
news of 21st Century Fox’s
interest emerged.

‘It’s a huge moneymaker
and probably the only
Netflix killer in the
world right now’
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Lloyds faces
wrath of MPs
over ‘sham’
debt letters

Lloyds has been heavily criticised for
sending what MPs called “sham” debt
recovery letters to consumers and
small companies.
AndrewTyrie, chairmanof theTrea-

sury select committee, said: “Lloyds
failed to convince us . . . that the letters
were not calculated to mislead . . . or to
provide any satisfactory explanation as
to why it issued letters in this form.”
Mark Garnier, a Conservative MP,

said the letters were “purely construct-
ed in order to threaten”.
The criticism follows last month’s

censure of Wonga, the payday lender,
by the Financial Conduct Authority for
sending fake legal letters to customers.
It has since emerged that several orga-
nisations, including banks, utilities and
the Student Loans Company also sent
misleading correspondence.
António Horta-Osório, Lloyds’ chief

executive, wrote to the Treasury select
committee admitting that the lender
had been issuing correspondence that
appeared to be from external solicitors
but which was from the lender’s
in-house law firm, SCM Solicitors.
Mr Horta-Osório said that the bank

would stop sending the letters onSCM-
headed paper because “views on trans-
parency and clarity have changed”.
He added that Lloyds had previously

used similar tactics with internal debt
collection agencies but said this prac-
ticehadalso ended for the same reason.
Giving evidence to the hearing, Tim

Hinton, Lloyd’s managing director of
SME andmid-market banking, repeat-
edly refused to admit the letters were
misleading. Mr Tyrie said he was the
“only person in the room” to come to
that conclusion.
“Banks have repeatedly assured

parliament that they are raising stan-
dards and now have robust procedures
in place to bring consumerdetriment to
an end. But examples of bad practice
like this keep on surfacing,” Mr Tyrie
said.
He described Mr Hinton’s evidence

as “curious” and said he had failed to
convey the sense that bankswere eager
to rebuild trust following scandals over
the treatment of individuals and busi-
ness customers.
Royal Bank of Scotland and HSBC

have both previously used similar
tactics, while Wonga has been ordered
by the FCA to pay £2.6 million in com-
pensation to about 45,000 customers
for sending letters from non-existent
law firms.

James Hurley

Gold price to have independent overseers
The banks responsible for setting the
gold price are preparing to overhaul
how it is set amid claims that traders
have manipulated its price for their
profit.
The London Gold Market Fixing

Limited, which runs the 95-year-old
gold pricing, said that it would appoint
an independent administrator to over-
see the market, as well as hiring an ex-
ternal chairman for its board.
Barclays and HSBC, with Canada’s

Scotiabank and France’s Société Gén-
érale, set the price of gold through a
twice-daily auction where each bank
says at what level it is prepared to buy
and sell.However, after a series of scan-
dals over the riggingof financial bench-

marks, theway inwhich gold and other
commodity prices are set has come
under increased scrutiny, leading to
calls for it to bemademore transparent
and less dependent on a few big banks.
The LGMFL said that a review of its

procedures conducted with the assist-
ance of Slaughter andMay, theCity law
firm, had concluded that they were
“broadly aligned” with international
standards for benchmark setting.
Two months ago, Barclays was fined

£26 million by the Financial Conduct
Authority after one of its options trad-
erswas found tohave rigged thegold fix
in 2012 to avoid paying £2.3 million to
one of the bank’s clients.
The gold fix is used to price the gold

held in the vaults of the world’s central
banks to that used by jewellers or dug

out of the earth by mining companies.
In the case of Daniel Plunkett, the Bar-
clays trader, the regulator found that he
had been able to manipulate the gold
price by submitting, and then with-
drawing, a large sell order of the metal
that pushed its price down.
Despite its finding, Germany’s finan-

cial regulator, BaFin, is the only one as
yet to have launched a formal investi-
gation into the goldmarket and potent-
ial manipulation by staff at big banks.
LGMFL is drawing up a code of con-

duct in addition to appointing an inde-
pendent chairman and administrator.
The actions taken by LGMFL to as-
suage investor fears mirror those taken
in the silver market where a new ad-
ministratorwas appointed amid similar
fears of attempts to rig the market.

Harry Wilson

Funding Circle increases peer pressure
on the banks with £38m investment

Funding Circle backer Index Ventures has also funded Betfair, the sponsor of Audley Harrison, and Cambridge Satchel

European contender taking on Silicon Valley stars

Europe’s venture capital
industry has long been the poor
relation to its more glamorous
American cousin, based in
Silicon Valley. In 2013, the US
accounted for 70 per cent of all
venture deals, with Europe
contributing just 16 per cent,
according to VentureSource, the
industry data firm.

Index Ventures, backer of
LoveFilm, Skype and Betfair, is
providing some competition to

American rivals when it comes
to backing the most promising
technology companies through
to a stock market flotation or
trade sale. Last year, seven of its
investments achieved “exits” via
one of these routes at valuations
of more than $1 billion, a record
matched only by Silicon Valley
rivals Kleiner Perkins Caufield
& Byers and Sequoia Capital.

Two of these businesses, King,
the games maker, and JustEat,

the fast food site, are trading
below their offer prices, but
Index made a handsome return.

Index was founded in Geneva
in 1996 by Neil Rimer, his
brother David, and Giuseppe
Zocco as an offshoot of a bond
trading firm. It focuses on web
businesses, but has invested in
some that most venture firms
would not look at, including a
British bag maker, The
Cambridge Satchel Company.

A website that allows small businesses
to bypass banks and borrow money
from ordinary savers has won backing
from some of the world’s best-known
venture capitalists.
Funding Circle has secured $65mil-

lion (£38million) from a group led by
Index Ventures, the European venture
capital firm best known for investing in
Betfair, LoveFilm and Skype, to
support its plans to build a “London
Stock Exchange for SME finance”.
The funding, one of Europe’s largest

venture capital investments this year,
was supported by Accel, an early Face-
book backer and Union Square Ven-
tures, an investor in Twitter.
The business has now raised more

than £70million in equity backing. The
latest investmentwill be used to launch
new products for small businesses in-
cluding asset-based finance.
Samir Desai, co-founder of Funding

Circle, said the investment showed that
alternatives to mainstream lenders
were now an “unstoppable force”.
It has lent almost £300 million to

more than 5,000 small businesses since
it was founded in 2010, and Mr Desai
said it planned to lend more than
£500 million in Britain next year, as
well as $300m in the US.
As well as linking cash-hungry busi-

nesses with savers frustrated by poor
returns, Funding Circle has also been
used by the government, local coun-
cils, family offices and universities to
back small companies.
“We’ve taken something thatwason-

ly available to banks—SME lending—
and opened it up to everyone,” he said.
Mr Desai said the investment from

leading venture capital firms shows the
so called “alternative finance” sector is
“becoming mainstream”.
The London-based site, which once

ran an advertising campaign with the

tagline “no thanks, banks”, now has a
formal partnership with Santander
whereby the Spanish bank refers busi-
nesses seeking a loan to the platform.
Companies can get loans of up to

£1million, while savers earn an average
interest rate of 6.1 per cent before tax,
FundingCircle said.Theplatform isnot
protected by the Financial Services
Compensation Scheme.
Funding Circle has now raised more

than £70 million in equity backing. Its
investors also include Sir Charles Dun-
stone, the CarphoneWarehouse entre-
preneur,and Jon Moulton, the venture
capitalist. In a further boost to theUK’s
alternative finance industry, Crowd-
cube, an “equity crowdfunding” web-
site, has secured £3.8million in invest-
ment from Balderton Capital.

SCOTT HEAVEY/GETTY IMAGES

On the rise

$1,301
The price of gold
at 6pm yesterday
was $1,301.60, up
$4.69 on the
previous day

James Hurley
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BoA close
to $13bn
sub-prime
settlement
Harry Wilson

Bank of America is believed to be close
to a $13billion settlement with the
US Department of Justice over claims
that it knowingly sold toxic mortgage
debt to investors before the financial
crisis.
The settlement wouldmake BoA the

latest big American lender to reach a
deal with the authorities, although
officials are understood to be pressing
for billions more in penalties and
compensation.
Newsof the talkswas reportedbyThe

Wall Street Journal and came as the
bank reported a more than 40 per cent
year-on-year fall in second-quarter
profits after reaching a $650million
legal settlement with AIG, the insurer,
linked to its sale of sub-prime loans.
The AIG settlement drove a 43per

cent drop in second-quarter profits to
$2.3 billion, offsetting a recovery in the
bank’s earnings from its investment
banking division.
AIG had originally been seeking

more than $10 billion in compensation
from BoA after filing a lawsuit in 2011
that alleged the lender had engaged in
a “massive fraud” to sell it packages of
home loans that it knewwould be likely
to fall in value.
The AIG settlement and reported

talks with Department of Justice over-
shadowed a recovery in BoA’s trading
business, which reported a 5 per cent
rise in revenues to $2.4billion, driving a
14 per cent rise in the global markets
division’s profits to $1.1 billion.
However, the second quarter last

year was noted for being particularly
poor, meaning that the rise was largely
shruggedoff by themarketaftera series
of falls in fixed-income trading profits
at the bank’s rivals.
“The economy continues to

strengthen and our customers are
doing more business with us,” Brian
Moynihan, BoA’s chief executive said.
The fall in profits at BoA was steeper

than either of its main rivals, Citigroup
and JPMorgan Chase, which each
reported their second-quarter results
this week.
JPMorgan comfortably beat indus-

try expectations with a lower than ex-
pected year-on-year fall in profits,
while Citigroup recorded a rise in its
share price as it reported its results
alongside a $7 billion settlement with
US authorities over its involvement in
selling toxic sub-prime mortgages.
Shares inBoA fell nearly 2 per cent to

$15.53.

Sharon Bell

The UK economy
has been strong this
year and we expect
GDP to grow by
3.4per cent,

outpacing growth in both the United
States and the euro area.
Meanwhile, inflationary pressures

remain subdued; wage growth is low
and although the latest monthly data
showed a small increase, the inflation
rate is still relatively low (and we
think it could temporarily go even
lower).
This environment ought to be good

for equity investors, but this has not
really been the case.
The FTSE 100 is flat this year and

the FTSE 250, the mid-cap index, is
down around 2per cent. Given the
risks associated with investing in
equities these are especially poor
returns. In comparison the S&P 500
in the US has recently hit new highs
and is up almost 7 per cent this year.
Even many of the euro area equity
markets have posted higher returns
on average than UK stocks, despite
economic growth in the region barely
breaking above zero.
Two things seem to have held back

shares in the UK.
First, sterling has been rising. If we

measured the performance of the
FTSE 100 in dollar terms, then the
index would be up a modest 3 per
cent this year — still undershooting
the American market but making up
some of the difference.
Only around 20per cent of FTSE

100 company sales are made in the
UK; for the FTSE 250 about 50per
cent of sales are UK-based.
So companies suffer from a kind of

double whammy — they take a hit
when they translate their foreign
profits made in euros or dollars back
into the relatively strong pound, and
they have suffered as growth in the
global economy has been slow in the
first half of the year, unlike the UK.
The second factor hitting UK

stocks has been closer to home —
fears about a rise in interest rates.
Economic growth is running above

trend and unemployment has also
started to fall, albeit wage growth is
yet to pick up and of course the
housing market, especially in London,
has risen sharply. We now expect the
Bank of England to raise interest
rates in the first quarter of 2015,
previously we had expected it to wait
until the middle of next year.

Should equity investors be worried
about rising rates?
Higher interest rates are not

usually regarded as good news for
shareholders as it means higher
borrowing costs for corporates and
potentially less demand for their
products as households also face
higher interest costs and the need to
rein back spending.
It also means that alternatives to

shares become more attractive as
they offer a higher interest rate. The
past does provide some worrisome
examples. We identified seven periods
since 1960 when UK interest rates
moved up decisively from a trough
level. Of the seven episodes, four saw
share prices fall around the time of
the first rate rise by 10per cent or
more — what investors call a

correction. The average peak to
trough fall in these episodes was
14per cent. Perhaps not quite what we
would define as a bear market, but
pretty painful for shareholders while
it was happening.
However, equities are all about

anticipating the future, and the four
occasions when share prices fell as
the Bank of England raised rates were
also the four with the best
performance in share prices in the six
months prior to the first rate rise.
So the market had been rising and

either not foreseen or not cared about
the policy tightening ahead and the
risks that this entailed. This time the
need to eventually raise rates to both
temper growth and forestall a bubble
in the frothier parts of the economy
has been well flagged by

policymakers. Moreover, the UK
equity market has not been strong in
recent months. This is more like the
three occasions since 1960 when the
start of a rate-rise cycle was not
associated with a big correction in
share prices.
Two of the most recent periods

when share prices continued to
perform well even as the Bank of
England started to raise interest rates
were 1988 and 2003.
As is always the case when we look

back at past episodes, we find that
each has its own characteristics and
this is certainly true of both these
examples. Both rate rise cycles came
relatively soon after pretty large,
negative, market events.
In the case of spring 1988 it was

less than a year after the 1987 stock
market crash and in 2003 it was a few
months after the end of the tech
bubble collapse — the stock market
having fallen 40per cent over the
previous three years. The relatively
flat market with low volatility we
have experienced in the past six to 12
months is no match for these periods.
Another difference today from

many of the previous episodes we
have examined is that inflation and
wage growth remain low.
In our view, because inflationary

pressures are relatively muted this
time rate rises should be gradual; we
expect rates to rise to 1 per cent by
the end of 2015 and 2.5 per cent by
the end of 2017.
Of course, this is not good news for

savers. They will still find that returns
on short-term deposit and savings
accounts are miserly, even if they
improve slightly from here.
However, for the corporate sector

low interest rates for longer should
mean more readily available finance
and hopefully continued good
growth.
It should also mean that the

recovery in household spending is
not curtailed by rapid rate increases.
The strength of sterling is likely to

remain a challenge, especially for the
blue-chip names with substantial
overseas earnings, but overall we
expect profits to rise
and share prices to
weather a move to
higher interest rates
comparatively well.

A tale of twomarkets
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A recovering economy should encourage
investors, so why are the markets flat?

Sharon Bell is European equity
strategist at Goldman Sachs
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Spire Healthcare will be priced at the
lower end of forecasts after investors
expresseddoubts about political risks
facing Britain’s second largest opera-
tor of private hospitals.
The flotation price range has been

narrowed to between 210p and 220p
per share, valuing the company at
between £842 million and £867 mil-
lion. The company’s original pricing
forecast was between 210p and 300p.
Spire is owned by Cinven, the pri-

vate equity firm, which intends to re-
duce its stake to 54 per cent through

the stock market offering. The com-
pany operates 39 hospitals and 13
clinics, providing a variety of treat-
ments from breast enhancements to
cancer care.
Advisers said Spire had encoun-

tered a degree of “IPOfatigue” in the
City following a stream of new issues
over the spring.
Spire has fared better than several

companiesattemptingmarketdebuts
—FatFace, the retail chain, andShelf
Drilling, an offshore rig operator, re-
cently abandoned their listings.
Sceptics about Spire’s float have

suggested thataLabourvictoryat the

next election could see a government
lesswilling topush lucrativeNational
Health Servicework to private hospi-
tal operators.
The company also faces uncertain-

ty because akeypricing contractwith
Bupa, themedical insurer, is to be re-
newed next year.
There is hostility, in some quarters,

towards companies being sold by pri-
vate equity companies, which have a
reputation for trimmingall the fatout
of businesses, leaving less upside for
cost cutting and profit growth.
The books are covered ahead of a

share application deadline today.

Andrew Clark

Labour fears hit Spire flotation price

French accuse Royal Mail
of breaching antitrust law
Royal Mail has been caught up in a
competition investigation after
French regulators accused one of its
subsidiaries of breaching antitrust
laws.
The postal operator warned that it

could face “material” losses if it was
found tohave breached rules govern-
ing the €3.75 billion French parcels
market.
Under French antitrust law, the

maximum fine is 10 per cent of global
turnover, meaning that Royal Mail
could be fined up to £160 million,
according to analysts.
RoyalMail said that “certain group

companies had received a notice
from theFrench competition author-
ity, Autorité de la concurrence, alleg-
ing breaches of antitrust laws by one
of its subsidiaries, GLS France”.
It said: “This is in connection with

a broader investigation into alleged
activities within the industry in
France.We are currently considering
the notice received from the French
regulator. Given the early stage of
this matter, we cannot yet determine
the amount or range of potential loss.

However, it is possible that it could be
material.”
TNT Express, a Dutch rival, said

that it had also been contacted by
French regulators and faced a fine for
a “material amount”. The company
said the investigation dated back to
2010.
TNT Express said: “TNT Express

has received a statement of objec-
tions from the French competition

authority with respect to alleged
anti-competitive behaviour in the
French parcels delivery sector, in-
cluding TNT France.
“On the basis of preliminary ana-

lysis of the statement of objections, it
cannot be excluded that TNT Ex-
press will be fined for a material
amount as a result of this procedure.”
On Monday, FedEx, the US com-

pany, said it was the subject of a com-

petition investigation that is “alleged
to have occurred primarily in the
frameworkof tradeassociationmeet-
ings that included the former general
managers of TATEX [now known as
FedEx Express France] prior to our
acquisition of that company in July
2012”.
GLS has a market share of about

5.6 per cent and TNT Express about
19.6 per cent, according to analysts.
La Poste, the state-owned operator,
has the vast majority of the market.
Alex Paterson, an analyst at Espíri-

to Santo, said that themaximum fine
was relatively insignificant for Royal
Mail, at about 3 per cent of its market
capitalisation, but said that it couldbe
“material” at TNT Express, at about
19 per cent.
The French authorities have re-

fused to comment further on the pro-
cess andnoannouncement is expect-
ed this week. French competition
regulators have had a busy couple of
years, launching reviews into the
banking industry, pharmaceutical
sector and food distribution.
Shares in Royal Mail closed down

1.9 per cent at 479¼p, valuing the
company at £4.8 billion.

Alex Ralph, Harry Wilson

SOLENT NEWS & PHOTO AGENCY

€27m
Operating loss made by Royal Mail in
France last year
Source: Reuters

In class Aldi has added to the supermarket price war by selling school uniforms for £4

Apple settles for another $400m over
fixing ebook prices with publishers

Apple has agreed to pay more than
$400 million to resolve claims that
the iPad-maker conspired with pub-
lishers to fix ebook prices, according
to court records filed in New York
yesterday.
In a statement, Apple denied that it

had conspired to fix ebook prices and
said it would continue to pursue its
case on appeal.
Eric Schneiderman, the New York

attorney-general said: “This settle-
ment proves that even the biggest,
most powerful companies in the
world must play by the same rules as
everyone else.
“In a major victory, our settlement

has the potential to result in Apple
paying hundreds of millions of dol-
lars to consumers to compensate
them for paying unlawfully inflated
ebook prices.
“Wewill continue toworkwith our

colleagues in other states to ensure
that all companies compete fairly
with the knowledge that no one is
above the law.”
A spokeswoman for Apple said:

“We did nothing wrong and we

believe a fair assessment of the facts
will show it.”
The settlement came ahead of a

damages trial set for mid-August in
which attorneys-general from 33
states and territories, together with
lawyers for a class of consumers, are
expected to seek up to $840 million.
The latest deal also follows earlier

settlements with five publishers that
provided $166million for ebook buy-
ers. The publishers were Penguin
Group,HarperCollins, part ofNews
Corporation, which is the owner of
The Times, Simon & Schuster,
Hachette and Macmillan.
Combined with the $400 million

from Apple, the recovery is “among
the exceedingly rare cases that pro-
vide con-
sumers
nation-
wide with
double the
amount of
their estimat-
ed damages”,
lawyers for the
plaintiffs wrote in a
motion. The US De-
partment of Justice and the

state attorneys- general sued Apple
and five publishers in April 2012, ac-
cusing them of working together ille-
gally to increase ebook prices.
The current settlement, which is

expected to cost the company an ad-
ditional $20 million in legal fees, de-
pends on the outcome of an appeal

against a ruling last year
that Apple was liable for
violating antitrust
laws.

The ruling by the
USCircuit Court of
Appeals in New
York could re-
verse the
judge’s 2013
ruling.

If that
were to
happen then
under the
terms of a
settlement, it
could reduce
the amount
Apple pays to
$70 million, with
$50 million for
consumers.

Robert Miller
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Shareholder backlash forces Icap to review bonuses
Harry Wilson

Icap is togo into talkswithshareholders
over its executive bonus scheme after a
third of investors voted against its pay
policy at the annual meeting.
The interdealer broker, run byMich-

ael Spencer, a former Conservative
party treasurer, has faced disquiet over
an arrangement in which there is no
limit on the bonuses that can be paid to
senior staff.
About 33 per cent of shareholders

yesterday voted against the directors’
remuneration policy, marking the lat-
est in a series of run-ins between inves-
tors and management over bonus
schemes. Icap is expected to present a

revised bonus scheme in time for its
implementation next year in an effort
toheadoff shareholder anger andbring
the company into what is regarded as
bestpracticeby investorgroups, suchas
the Association of British Insurers.
The revolt came as Icap published an

interim management statement that
highlighted a 25 per cent fall year-on-
year in revenues in the main broking
operation, which is responsible for just
under a third of group income. This set-
back, which pushed overall revenues
down 19 per cent, was blamed on a de-
cline in fixed-income trading volumes
at the world’s big investment banks.
Mr Spencer said that market condi-

tions were the worst he had experi-

enced and that further restructuring
and cost cutswere required, including a
review of the business model of voice-
brokingoperations. “Thegroup is in the
process of progressing a number of
multi-year structural projects to
enhance the efficiency and cost-effec-
tiveness of the organisation, which will
result in a more efficient corporate
structureandmorevariability in its cost
base,” he said.
Results this week from several Wall

Street banks have shown the problems
facing fixed-income operations as new
regulationsandmuted tradingvolumes
have combined to destroy margins in
whatwasonceoneof themost lucrative
investment banking activities. Citi-

group, Goldman Sachs and JPMorgan
each reported falls in second-quarter
trading revenues, while Bank of Amer-
ica revealed a rise, though this was
largely due to an unusually poor per-
formance last year.
While there was gloom in the voice-

broking business, Icap’s electronic plat-
form-based business recorded its best
day last month. Analysts said that the

group’s results made the case for con-
solidation in the interdealer broking
business, which comprises five firms,
including Icap, Tullett Prebon, Tradi-
tion, BGC Partners and GFI. “Icap is
not under the samepressure as its peers
to consolidate as voice [broking] is a
smaller part of the overall group.
Therefore, we think it is unlikely that
Icap will be directly involved in any
consolidation process,” Gary Green-
wood, at Shore Capital, said.
The shares have lost nearly a quarter

of theirvaluesince reachinga 12-month
high last December after a series of
profit warnings. Icap closed down
slightly at 355p.
Tempus, page 36

Investors take
on Experian’s
new chairman
Miles Costello

Anger eruptedatExperianyesterdayas
shareholders staged a sizeable protest
against the anointment of the new
chairman.
The annualmeeting votemarked the

latest blow toSir JohnPeaceonhis final
day at the credit-checking company he
effectively founded. Sir John has
already come under attack by share-
holders at two other companies he
chairs—Burberry and StandardChar-
tered.
Almost 30 per cent of shareholders

who voted at Experian’s meeting in
Dublin refused toendorse theelevation
of Don Robert, the chief executive, to
the chairman’s role.
More than 141 million shares were

withheld in the vote to re-elect Mr
Robert, whose appointment to run the
board runs counter to best corporate
governance practice that advises
against making a chief executive chair-
man of the same company.
Just over 11 per cent of voting share-

holders opposed renewing his director-
ship.
Several shareholders told The Times

that they had decided to support Mr
Robert, but only after extensive talks
were heldwithGeorgeRose, Experian’s
new senior independent director.
Experian’s annual meeting marked

the third shareholder gathering this
year where Sir John, as chairman, has
encountered investor anger.
At Burberry, the luxury fashion

retailer, shareholders revolted over a
shares package for Christopher Bailey,
the chief executive, while, at Standard
Chartered, investors rebelled over
short-term bonus deals for bankers.

Confused.com about car insurance? So is the City regulator
Patrick Hosking Financial Editor

Britain’s biggest price comparison
websites are being ordered to address
insurance listings that mislead or con-
fuse their users.
The websites sometimes failed to

provide the right information to users
buying motor and household insur-
ance, the Financial Conduct Authority
said in a report yesterday.
They encouraged people to focus on

the lowest pricewithout understanding
elements such as the level of cover or
the size of the excess shouldered by the
policyholder.
The FCA said the websites, while

bringing simplicity tomillions of people,
were not meeting the requirement to
deliver fair and consistent outcomes for

consumers. They also failed to disclose
conflicts of interest properly, including
the fact theywereoftenownedby insur-
ers or insurance brokers.
The FCA examined 14 websites re-

sponsible for 90 per cent of the market
and talked to users. While refusing to
name the websites, it is understood to
have reviewed CompareTheMarket,
Confused.com, GoCompare andMon-
eysupermarket among others. Those
with failings were given feedback and
expected to redesign their sites to com-
ply. Failure could lead to fines.
In particular, regulators were con-

cerned that while some websites
carried “more details” buttons to help
consumers learn the details of cover,
others did not. The emphasis on lowest
price was also encouraging insurers to

stripout features or addmoreexclusion
clauses to their products in order to
appear at the top of rankings.
Price comparison websites are par-

ticularly popular with motorists shop-
ping around for car insurance. One
third of 26.6 million policies bought
each year were sold through such web-
sites, the FCAestimated.
Clive Adamson, the FCA’s director of

supervision, said: “It is important for
consumers to understand that not all
products are the sameand the cheapest
product may not always be the best for
their needs.”
Moneysupermarket said it had

already implemented changes to its
site. Confused.com declined to com-
ment andBGL,owner ofCompareThe-
Market, had no immediate comment.

REUTERS

FirstGroup hit
by revolt over
£2m pay deal
Miles Costello

FirstGroup suffered a stinging share-
holder rebellion over a £2million pay
and bonus deal for Tim O’Toole, chief
executive of the embattled rail and
train group.
Shareholders speaking formore than

a quarter of the votes cast at the
company’s annual meeting in Aber-
deen yesterday voted against its pay
report for last year. It is the second
successive year that the company,
under the new chairmanship of John
McFarlane, who also runs the board at
Aviva, has suffered a revolt over pay.
Taking into account the withheld

votes, almost31percentofvoting inves-
tors refused to endorse FirstGroup’s
remuneration report for last year. Just
over 11 per cent tried toveto its forward-
looking pay policy, which set the agen-
daon rewardsover thenext threeyears.
Investors, who were denied a

dividend payment last year and had to
fork out £615million for a rescue rights
issue, took exception to the near
doubling of Mr O’Toole’s annual
package despite the company strug-
gling to win transport franchises.
FirstGroup is in the thick of a turn-

aroundbuthasalready lostouton three
big rail deals— the combinedThames-
link, Southern and Great Northern
franchise; the London-to-Scotland
Caledonian sleeper; and the Essex
Thameside commuter link.
Aswell as struggling to improveprof-

itability at First Student, its yellow
school bus operations in America,
FirstGroup is facing calls to break itself
up by the activist investor SandellAsset
Management.
FirstGroup shares rose 4¼p to 132½p.

The fate of the
founder of
Gulf Keystone

is hanging by a
thread as investors
plot one of the
biggest revolts of
the year at the
explorer’s annual
meeting today

(TimWebb writes).
A group of rebel
shareholders, led
by M&G
Investments, has
voted against Todd
Kozel’s re-election,
leaving him
struggling to
secure the

necessary majority
to remain on the
board.
Simon Murray,

the chairman, had
demoted Mr Kozel
from chief
executive to
director last month
in an attempt to

mollify investors.
They remain
disgruntled at
Mr Kozel’s pay
—he received
£12.8million in
2011 — and a fall in
the share price to
less than a quarter
of its peak in 2012.

Rebels turn
up heat on
Gulf chief

Michael Spencer
said he expected
to cut costs further

The blinkers that come on when we tackle the annual chore

Consumers are prey to
irrationalities and biases
that are exploited by
price comparison
websites, according to
the market research
firm hired by regulators.
Behavioural economists
at Atticus identified six.
6 Status quo bias
Tendency to do what
we’ve done before and
resistance to change
6Authority bias
Tendency to overvalue
the opinion of someone

seen to be in authority
6 Framing, salience
and limited attention
Tendency to overvalue
guidance framed in a
certain way on the
website. For example,
some consumers
automatically opt for
the product given a
green tick on the site
6Herd instinct and
social norms Tendency
to use price comparison
websites because
everyone else does

6Reference
dependence Over-
reliance on a reference
point, such as the
premium paid last year
6 Present bias
Tendency to overvalue
the present over the
future. Immediate
gratification of quickly
dealing with the chore
of car insurance
becomes more
important than the
future consequences of
the wrong decision
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Government
suffers BT
pension loss
Patrick Hosking

The government has lost a long-run-
ning court battle towalk away fromany
responsibility for the company pen-
sions of BT workers who joined the
scheme after the telecoms giant was
privatised in 1984.
The Court of Appeal ruled yesterday

that the so-called crown guarantee,
issued toBTat the timeof privatisation,
covered almost all staff hired since
then.
John Ralfe, a pensions expert, said:

“This ruling confirms that if BT were
ever to go bust, taxpayers are on the
hook to continue to pay BT’s pensions.
The present value of these payments is
a whopping £24 billion.”
Mr Ralfe has calculated that only

7,000, or 2 per cent of the scheme’s
344,000 members, are excluded from
thecrownguaranteebecause theywere
employed by participating companies.
BThas theUK’s largest private sector

defined benefit scheme, which tradi-
tionally offers more generous retire-
ment plans than the modern defined
contribution pensions.
Mr Ralfe estimates that the BT

scheme has assets valued at £40 billion
against predicted liabilities of £64 bil-
lion. The pension scheme had a deficit
of £5.6 billion at the last valuation in
March this year.
However, in the same judgment the

court upheld an appeal by the govern-
ment on the basis of which any future
liability to the BT scheme would be
carried out. The taxpayerwill no longer
need to pay for the scheme as a whole
should theFTSE 100 telecomsgroupgo
into administration. Instead it will have
an obligation to pay deficit contribu-
tions similar to BT’s own.
Paul Spencer, chairman of BT’s pen-

sion trustees, said in a statement: “It is
important to remember that the crown
guarantee is only relevant in the highly
remote circumstances that BT was to
become insolvent. The scheme contin-
ues to have strong ongoing support
from BT in relation to the scheme and
its members.”
The department for culture, media

and sport had no immediate comment
on whether it would appeal the case to
the Supreme Court. “We are studying
the judgment,” a spokesman said.

‘Supermodel’ gets a career boost
thanks to some Smart thinking
Robert Lea Berlin

The Smart car, the industry-defining
Mercedes-Benzmicro car whose losses
have run into the billions, has been
givenanupgrade for the first time in ten
years.
Last night inBerlin, the global capital

of the Smart car, Mercedes revealed a
new fuel-efficient ForTwo two-seater
and a new version of the ForFour four-
seater, a car discontinued in themiddle
of the last decade.
Taking his cue from the recent Berlin

Fashion Week, Dieter Zetsche, the
famously politically incorrect head of
Mercedes, said of the Smart car: “Like
the fashion models they have a small
appetite and perfect measurements,
and like a supermodel they have long,
successful careers.”
In reality, despite defining the future

for small city cars as long ago as 1998,
the development of the Smart car has
stalled for lack of investment. That has
changed with the announcement of a
cost-sharing development agreement
with Renault-Nissan. The new Smart
cars will, like their predecessors, be
built in Hambach, on the Franco-
German border, but also in Slovenia
where Renault is building its city car,
the Twingo.
The new Smart cars will come on to

themarket starting at€10,300 (£9,000),
similar to current pricing.
Annette Winkler, chief executive of

the Smart brand, said that she envis-
aged Smart’s competition to be its new
stablemate, the Renault Twingo, the
Fiat 500and theVolkswagenUp—and
to a certain extent the smaller versions
of the Mini.
Dr Zetsche declined to comment on

the extent of Smart car losses during
the 20years thatMercedes has been in-
volved in its development and produc-
tion. “Weplainlyneed togeneratevalue
and that is why we are in co-operation
with Renault-Nissan,” he said.
Mercedes will continue to make its

current generation of electric Smarts
until 2016, but Dr Zetsche said that the
company, like many other convention-
al manufacturers, remain wary of a
technology that gives vehicles limited
range while investment in charging in-
frastructure remains in its infancy.

Watchmaker who was ahead of his time
Robert Lea

It is the car that was designed by a
watchmaker which, when launched in
1998, was universally applauded as
being ahead of its time— the vehicle to
break the 21st century urban conges-
tion crunch.
The smart car was the brainchild of

the late Nicolas Hayek, the founder of
the Swatch watch, themust-have time-
piece of the 1980s.
Having conquered the market in off-

the-wall watches, the Swiss-Lebanese
businessman identified a gap in the
automotive market that the big manu-
facturers had yet to fill: the need for
what is now called in the industry the
micro-compact city car. Once again

ahead of his time, Mr Hayek also de-
manded that the Swatchmobile should
run, at least partly, on electric. The
dreambegan tobe realisedwhen in 1991
Swatch teamed up with Volkswagen.

However, thatventureconkedoutwith-
in twoyearswhenVWdecided todevel-
op itsownsmall cityvehicle, thecar that
would eventually become the VW Up!
Undeterred, Mr Hayek went into a

51-49 joint venture with Daimler, the

owner of Mercedes-Benz. Funding
issues meant that by launch, Swatch
had ceded 81 per cent control to Mer-
cedes-Benz.
Soon after the ground-breaking

8ft-long Smart ForTwo was launched,
without the electric or hybrid power
that Mr Hayek had envisaged, Mer-
cedes took 100 per cent control. The
four-seater ForFour followedbut losses
ran into the billions and the Smart car,
despite launching an electric version,
has not delivered a new model in ten
years and even stopped making the
ForFour. Though popular in Germany,
the Smart, with sales volumes in the
UK of only 2,000 a year, has remained
a niche product playing only to a small,
loyal customer base.

of

Averysmallmakeover

£9,000
The price of a new Smart car
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Police in Sichuan province yesterday
swooped on a group of 30 investors
protesting against the “deception” of
China’s largest bank in a scandal that
threatens to lay bare years of sharp
practice across the country’s finan-
cial system.
All 30 of the demonstrators who

had gathered outside ICBC’s main
Sichuan branch, including many
elderly Chinese who have lost a life-
timeof savingsonan imploded finan-
cial product, are understood to re-
main in detention as the authorities
try to suppress a wider panic.
The debacle, one of the investors

told The Times, called into doubt the
guarantees underlying many thou-
sands of potentially inflammable in-
vestment products sold through the
branches of China’s largest state-
owned banks.
“There isaverybig risk forChinaof

a sudden collapse of faith in the repu-
tation of the bankswhere these prod-
ucts were sold and in the meaning of
the word ‘guarantee’ in a context
where there is no real rule of law and
investorsknowthat there is very little
point in a group of private investors
takingonamajor state-ownedbank,”
said a financial expert close to one of
the investors.
Most troubling, said investors, was

that one of the corporate guarantors
nowrenegingon its obligations to the
busted financial product was a state-
owned company and that ICBC was
flatly denying that the product had
ever been sold through its branches.
Huang Jinsong said he was one of

nearly 150 investors in Sichuan who
paid at least Rmb1 million (£94,000)
each to buy into the Huarong Chuan
Mei Mining Fund, a product that

eventually accumulated about
Rmb500 million of investment.
The fund was advertised and sold

by sales managers at the Binjiang
branch of ICBC in the vast western
city of Chengdu. Many of those who
bought the product piled in because
of the promised yields of 15 per cent
over theone-year term.Theyieldwas
unusuallyhigh, said investors, but the
risk seemed acceptable because the
product came with the apparent en-
dorsement of China’s biggest bank
and the fund appeared effectively
guaranteed by the state.
In September 2013, the fund failed

to pay out as promised: the dividend
never came, and investors have been
unable to retrieve more than a shred
of their original capital.
Most of those who were bundled

into police detention on Wednesday
believe that the fund never even in-
tended to invest in the mining busi-
ness for which it was purportedly
launched, but that the money was
funnelled recklessly into the sort of
property investments that have be-
gun blowing up around the country.
Despite ICBC’s efforts to distance

itself fromthecollapsed fund,MrHu-
ang said that more than 50 of the
bank’s sales managers had been in-
volved in touting the product.
As the protests grew in fervour,

ICBC staff and the company running
the fund agreed to meet investors
under the supervision of the police.
The fund agreed to pay back the
money at the end of last week, but
failed to do so.
ICBC did not respond to a request

for comment.

A night in the cells for investors ‘cheated’ by bank

Markets pick up
as China escapes
a hard landing
China’s GDP growth rate rose
slightly in the second quarter of the
year, relieving market fears that the
world’s second-biggest economy was
on course for a “hard landing” as
targeted government stimulus
measures begin to bite.
Year-on-year growth of 7.5 per cent

between April and June was margin-
ally ahead of market forecasts and
marked a small but politically signifi-
cant improvement from the more
worrying 7.4 per cent logged in the
first quarter of 2014.
Analysts said that the figures

confirmed that China’s economic
recovery remained a government-
led phenomenon, and that having
once spoken grandly of being able to
tolerate slower growth, Beijing may
now be losing its nerve.
Wang Tao, a China economist at

UBS, said that growth had improved
for two reasons: a recovery in exports
to developed economies and “inten-
sified delivery of mini-stimulus” that
included faster investment in infra-
structure and social housing along
withadiscernible easingof credit and
liquidity conditions.
Markets in the region responded

positively to the data. With bearish-
ness on China still firmly lodged in
the minds of many global investors,
however, the concern now is that the
Communist leadership in Beijing has
quietly switched its priorities away
from the sort of painful reforms the
economy needs in the longer term.
Instead, economists said, the Chi-

nese government may now return to
an emphasis on growth. Surprisingly
vigorous new lending data from June
suggested that the state-owned
banks had been encouraged to turn
the taps back on and help to protect
the government’s GDP aim of 7.5 per

cent growth for the whole year.
Others suggested, however, that
China’s efforts toholdGDPgrowthat
a politically acceptable level would
not interfere with reform.
Beijing-based analysts at NSBO

pointed out that both Xi Jinping’s
anti-corruption campaign and the
effort to reform the country’s sprawl-
ing state-owned corporate sector
were gradually being stepped up.
Both of those, said NSBO, were

“creating uncertainty and a lack of
activity”, in line with previous warn-
ings over the short-term economic
effects of reform.
Aswell as the volatility of trade, the

largest perceived threats to the
Chinese economy are domestic. The
property market and the investment
that supports it remains key but
appears to carry increasing risk.
Wrapped up in that are deeper

fears over the health of local govern-
ment finances.
In data released on Tuesday, Bei-

jing claimed that seven million new
jobs had been created in the first half
of the year, temporarily dispelling
concerns that the slowdown in trade
and manufacturing would start to be
felt in the unemployment figures.

Leo Lewis

Leo Lewis Beijing Safely down?
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‘There is a very big risk
for China of a sudden
collapse of faith in the
reputation of banks’

Investors protested outside an ICBC branch before being held by police. They claim the bank funnelled their investments into property schemes without their knowledge
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traders to manage interest rate risk,
saw an upturn on expectations of
rate rises.
One day volatility will return, and

so will trading volumes, though not
to the levels before the downturn
because of the number of banks that
have exited. Icap shares, off ¼p at
356¼p, sell on 11 times earnings and
have the support of a yield above
6 per cent, but this does not look like
the time to buy.

options, to keep cutting jobs in voice
broking and to build up further its
post-trade services.
By the end of the current financial

year, in March, £185million of costs
will have been taken out over a four-
year period. The first-quarter figures
suggest that pain is continuing.
Revenues were off by 19per cent on a
reported basis across the group,
including the damage from the high
pound, and by 25per cent in voice.
By contrast, post trade saw double-

digit revenue growth. Volumes at
EBSDirect, the electronic foreign
exchange platform, were running at
record levels, likewise trading at
i-Swap, the platform for interest rate
derivatives. Reset, which enables

We have been expecting
some sort of consolidation
among the interdealer

brokers (IDBs) ever since the
financial crisis deprived them of
much of the business they conducted
on behalf of banks and other
financial institutions. It hasn’t
happened yet and it probably won’t
involve Icap, which has a market-
leading position and a smaller
reliance on voice broking, less than
30 per cent of the profits, where
much of the pain is being felt.
This leaves the company with two

companies news

PRICES

Ed Davey’s power play
The energy secretary will today
invite airports, hospitals,
supermarkets and local
authorities to bid for subsidies to
permanently reduce electricity
consumption and help keep
Britain’s lights on. The plan takes
Ed Davey’s attempts to curb
power demand a step further by
paying organisations and
companies to become more
efficient. A separate scheme
offers subsidies to companies
which cut consumption during
peak demand.

Agents gain support
The group of estate agents
challenging the dominance of the
property search websites Zoopla
and Rightmove has signed up
2,900 branches. Agents’ Mutual
was founded last year by six
estate agents, including Savills,
Knight Frank and Strutt &
Parker, in response to anger over
fees charged by Rightmove and
Zoopla. Their website, On The
Market, aims to have 5,000
members for its launch next year.

BTG faces US inquiry
The US Department of Justice
has issued a subpoena to BTG
seeking documents about the
drugs company’s method of
treating cancer through the
insertion of radioactive beads
into blood vessels surrounding
tumours. BTG said it was “co-
operating fully” with the
regulatory investigation, which is
understood to concern the
marketing of the product in the
US. The shares rose ½p to 626p.

Gym deal collapses
An attempt to merge two of
Britain’s biggest budget gym
operators in a £300million deal
has fallen apart over potential
competition concerns. The Gym
Group, which has 42 sites in
Britain, and the 61-strong Pure
Gym network announced that
merger talks had ended
yesterday after the Competition
and Markets Authority decided
to refer the deal for an in-depth
investigation.

All the business
news as it happens
thetimes.co.uk/
business

MartinWaller Tempus
Buy, sell or hold: today’s best share tips

Waiting
for clearer
picture
to emerge

T
he timing of the London
Stock Exchange’s
$2.7billion purchase of
Frank Russell could have
been better.The news

leaked in May, and the LSE was
forced to confirm it last month.
We are still no clearer on the terms

of the rights issue that will help to
fund the deal, or the future of
Russell’s fund management side.
Xavier Rolet, the LSE’s chief

executive, has taken the business
down some interesting paths, not
least the purchase of a majority
stake in LSE.Clearnet. But
fund management is not the
sort of business an
exchange should be in, and
the manager will have to
be sold at some stage. The
LSE did confirm yesterday,
with its first-quarter figures to
the end of June, that the
additional £600million banking
facilities are in place to pay for
Russell.
The figures show that the LSE is

operating well, with progress in its
three biggest divisions. It could
hardly be otherwise in capital

markets, given the flood of new
issues, which more than offset
some mild weakness in
secondary trading. The
number of new issues more
than doubled, to 78; the
amount raised, including
on the Milan exchange,

quadrupled to £19.9billion.
Capital market revenues

therefore rose by 16 per cent.
The information division, into

which Russell’s indices business will
fold, was more subdued, with a

5 per cent rise, but such
income is by definition
lumpy and depends on the
timing of new mandates.
Post-trade services

revenues were ahead by
4 per cent; LCH.Clearnet, only
in for two months last time, saw a
14 per cent rise in income on a
strictly comparable basis. The only
laggard was the relatively small
technology division.
The LSE is on track to achieve the

savings it expects from the
LCH.Clearnet acquisition, and
trading in the subdued summer
months is promising enough.
Amid all this positive news flow,

uncertainties remain. Details of the
Russell deal will be announced with
the halfway figures next month. One
must assume that the flow of IPOs
will slacken before the general
election.
LSE shares, up 31p at £19.77, are at

the top of their trading range and do
not suggest much more than a hold
until a clearer picture emerges.
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A helping hand from the markets
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The US energy market is in an
odd place. Coal prices are low,
gas prices relatively so, but

stocks in each are also low. The
American coal producers are in
cautious mood, keen to keep costs
down and not increasing production.
At some stage the market will

come back into balance.But that
weak US coal sector was behind a
profit warning from Fenner, which
makes conveyor belts and the like, in
May, and yesterday’s first-quarter
trading update suggested that not

much had improved since.
The company’s conveyor
solutions side comprises
about 60 per cent of the
business. Fenner is
expanding into other areas
than coal, such as iron ore
and copper, but Americawill

remain a drag.
A recent capital markets event

highlighted prospects for the other
half of the business — advanced
engineered products — which
provides seals for oil and gas
installations and sophisticated
medical devices.This offers better
margins and higher growth.
Fenner shares, almost £5 at the

turn of the year, added 1¼p to 344p,
on relief that there was no more bad
news. They sell on 15 times this
year’s earnings; there seems no
obvious reason for further progress.

306%
Rise in amount
of funds raised

follow me
on twitter
for updates
@MartinWaller10

MY ADVICE Hold
WHY The shares have been
strong performers, and a
number of uncertainties
remain, not least the details of
the forthcoming rights issue

This column has sung the
praises quite recently of
Oxford Instruments, a cutting

edge business in nano- and
biotechnology. The shares, though
they have been a disappointing
market this year, were up sharply
again yesterday on a confident
trading statement. First quarter
revenues were ahead on a headline
basis despite the drag from the
strength of sterling, not a state of
affairs many can boast of. Andor,
the Belfast maker of nano-cameras
bought earlier this year, is also
performing ahead of expectations.

And finally . . .

MY ADVICE Hold for now
WHY No sign of an
improvement in core markets

MY ADVICE Avoid
WHY The pain is continuing
on its main markets

london stock exchange

20% Rise in overall revenues

fenner

40% Share of revenues from AEP

icap

£185m Cost savings over four years

Major indices
New York
Dow Jones 17138.20 (+77.52)
Nasdaq Composite 4425.97 (+9.58)
S&P 500 1981.57 (+8.29)

Tokyo
Nikkei 225 15379.30 (-15.86)

Hong Kong
Hang Seng 23523.28 (+63.32)

Amsterdam
AEX Index 408.78 (+4.77)

Sydney
AO 5504.50 (+8.80)

Frankfurt
DAX 9859.27 (+139.86)

Singapore
Straits 3304.43 (+13.01)

Brussels
BEL20 3158.64 (+43.26)

Paris
CAC-40 4369.06 (+63.75)

Zurich
SMI Index 8617.07 (+42.75)
DJ EURO Stoxx 50 3202.94 (+49.19)

London
FTSE 100 6784.67 (+74.22)
FTSE 250 15600.23 (+159.75)
FTSE 350 3678.63 (+39.86)
FTSE Eurotop 100 2786.46 (+34.57)
FTSE All-Shares 3613.55 (+38.33)
FTSE Non Financials 4268.67 (+41.82)
techMARK 100 3265.22 (+43.51)
Bargains 1013886
US$ 1.7134 (-0.0008)
Euro 1.2668 (+0.0039)
£:SDR 1.10 (+0.00)
Exchange Index 89.1 (+0.1)
Bank of England official close (4pm)
CPI 128.00 May (2005 = 100)
RPI 255.90 May (Jan 1987 = 100)
RPIX 255.40 May (Jan 1987 = 100)
Morningstar Long Commodity 934.74 (-6.48)
Morningstar Long/Short Commod 4571.13 (-14.28)

Commodities
ICIS pricing (London 7.30pm)

Crude Oils ($/barrel FOB)

Brent Physical 105.45 +0.65
Brent 25 day (Jan) 107.05 +0.20
Brent 25 day (Feb) 107.45 +0.15
W Texas Intermed (Jan) 100.60 +1.05
W Texas Intermed (Feb) 99.90 +0.90

Products ($/MT)

Spot CIF NW Europe (prompt delivery)

Premium Unld 1006.00 1008.00 +0.00
Gasoil EEC 885.00 887.00 +5.25
3.5 Fuel Oil 564.00 567.50 +4.00
Naphtha 936.00 936.50 +2.00

ICE Futures

Gas Oil
Jul unq Oct 889.25-888.75
Aug 881.00-880.75 Nov 892.75-890.25
Sep 885.00-884.75 Volume: 294802

Brent (9.00pm)
Aug unq Nov 107.41-107.30
Sep 107.07-107.05 Dec 107.23-107.17

Oct 107.34-107.31 Volume: 1090432

LIFFE

Cocoa

Jul unq Sep 1845 BID
Sep 1913-1911 Dec 1835 BID
Dec 1891-1887 Mar 1760 BID
Mar 1878-1872
May 1872-1869
Jul 1780 BID Volume: 25076

RobustaCoffee

Jul 2185-1930 Mar 2015-2000
Sep 2010-2008 May 2100-2000
Nov 2009-2002
Jan 2015-2000 Volume: 6104

White Sugar (FOB)

Reuters Mar 482.70-482.30
May 493.00-490.10

Aug 480.00 SLR Aug 498.60-495.60
Oct 453.10-452.80 Oct 517.00-500.00
Dec 468.70-467.20 Volume: 5514

London Grain Futures

LIFFE Wheat (close £/t)

Jul 132.20 Nov 129.25 Jan 132.00
Mar 135.00 May 135.40 Volume: 282

London Financial Futures
Period Open High Low Sett Vol Open Int

Long Gilt Sep 14 110.44 110.50 110.19 110.24 121938 365212
Dec 14 110.24

3-Mth Sterling Sep 14 99.350 99.360 99.340 99.360 58948 375112
Dec 14 99.140 99.160 99.130 99.160 83181 421897
Mar 15 98.900 98.930 98.890 98.930 63398 330265
Jun 15 98.660 98.690 98.650 98.690 65381 261461
Sep 15 98.430 98.460 98.420 98.450 61846 266748

3-Mth Euribor Sep 14 99.805 99.810 99.800 99.805 22664 467892
Dec 14 99.815 99.820 99.810 99.815 17873 413512
Mar 15 99.820 99.830 99.820 99.820 14698 379383
Jun 15 99.825 99.830 99.815 99.820 16041 303324
Sep 15 99.810 99.820 99.810 99.810 19206 323611

3-Mth Euroswiss Sep 14 100.01 100.01 100.00 100.00 516 59447
Dec 14 100.03 100.03 100.02 100.03 2867 49095
Mar 15 100.05 100.05 100.04 100.05 4335 44987
Jun 15 100.04 100.05 100.04 100.05 989 36353

2 Year Swapnote Sep 14 111.34 111.35 111.33 111.34 345 37888
Dec 14 111.34

5 Year Swapnote Sep 14 126.19 126.26 126.19 126.25 268 7725
Dec 14 126.25

10 Year Swapnote Sep 14 143.07 143.28 143.07 143.22 245 4159
Dec 14 143.22

FTSE100 Sep 14 6673.5 6745.0 6672.5 6737.5 72513 590588
Dec 14 6699.0 6716.5 6699.0 6711.0 12 10388

FTSEurofirst 80 Sep 14 4287.5 4297.5 4287.5 4216.5 150 150
Dec 14 4220.5
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R
io Tinto
produced
record
amounts of
iron ore in

the first half of the
year as the mining
group bet on strong
demand from China
(TimWebb writes).
The group

aggressively ramped
up exports to the
world’s biggest
consumer of the
crucial ingredient for
steelmaking after
expanding several

large mines in the
Australian Outback.
However, Rio

Tinto’s strategy has
stoked fears that the
mining industry is
adding new iron ore
supply too quickly,
threatening to create
a global glut and a
slump in prices.
Iron ore prices in

Australia have fallen
recently to below
A$100 a tonne, down
from A$130 at the
start of the year.
Shipments of iron

ore in the second
quarter increased by
23 per cent on the
same period a year
ago to 75.7 million
tonnes, while
production rose 11 per
cent to 73.1 million.

China has the
world’s biggest steel
industry, requiring
about 1 billion tonnes
of iron ore annually,
and buys 60 per cent
of the iron ore
shipped by global
miners.
Rio Tinto hopes

that the Chinese
government’s
spending on new
infrastructure
projects, such as
airports and metros,
will support demand,
and prices, for iron
ore. The company
said it was on track to
produce 295 million
tonnes of iron ore in
2014, up from
266million last year.
Shares closed up

90p to £33.34.

Rio Tinto
mines iron
ore demand
from China

IAN WALDIE/BLOOMBERG VIA GETTY IMAGES

Rumour-mongers discuss
ideas over a global pint
Gary ParkinsonMarket report

In a stock market carried higher by
global optimism, there was plenty of
international rumour to keep
London’s speculators occupied.
SABMiller, the drinks group behind

Peroni and Grolsch lagers, has long
been tipped as a tasty target for
Anheuser-Busch InBev, the world’s
biggest brewer. More recently, an idea
was revived that SAB could pursue a
marriage with Diageo as a way to
frustrate ABI and lay its hands on
Johnnie Walker, Smirnoff and
Guinness, among other drink brands.
Unlikely, according to Société

Générale. Such a tie-up would be less
attractive to SAB shareholders, the
French broker’s analysts said.
Competition issues would likely arise
in America and the choice of top
management for the combined entity

might prove tricky, SocGen
added.
SAB might like the look

of Diageo’s beer business,
but a chunky deal for the
group is unlikely. “Sell”
Diageo’s shares, SocGen told
clients, cutting its target price
from £18.50 to £16.50. They eased
6½p to £18.39 in response, while SAB
added 21p to £33.06.
Neither was there much appetite

for Shire, off 79p at £47.86 on
concerns that America could
retroactively change the tax policies
that make the Dublin-based drug
company so attractive to AbbVie.
AstraZeneca, which was stalked by
Pfizer partly for tax reasons, lost 13½p
to £43.71.
London’s “hot money” — those fast

chaps who endlessly chase the next
lucrative takeover situation — did,
however, keep running their positions
in NuStar Energy, a Texas-based oil
pipelines and terminals business.
Informed speculators, who have been

getting things more right than
wrong of late, like this
particular takeover rumour.

M&A aside, the wider
stock market was
underpinned by mining
shares after China’s economic

growth picked up. China’s is
the world’s most voracious

consumer of metal, and the FTSE100
advanced 74.2 points to 6,784.7, its
best day since March, while the
FTSE350 mining index ran to its
highest in more than four months.
Sentiment towards the sector was lent
a further fillip by Rio Tinto, 90p
higher at £33.34½ after delivering a
decent update.
Before easyJet’s quarterly numbers

next week, analysts were pushing the
no-frills airline, 80p higher at £13.57,
while RSA Insurance fell 3½p to
463¾p as UBSsaid “sell”.
Tullow Oil is not having a good

week. First, there were disappointing
well results, this time from Ethiopia.
Now, an adverse tax ruling in Uganda,

which calculated Tullow’s liability at
$407million, of which $142million
has already been paid, sent shares in
the Footsie’s only pure exploration
play 12p lower to 778p.
On AIM, TyraTech, a life sciences

company, raised £3.5million by selling
new shares at 7p each. The cash will
be used to launch Vamousse, its
“natural” head lice treatment, at
Boots and Superdrug. That lifted
TyraTech 6.5 per cent to 8¼p.
There were whispers that Sirius

Petroleum, up 7.4 per cent at 3.62p, is
also raising money. The word was
that it is putting the final touches to a
share sale at 3p to raise $20 million or
more to fund its Ororo-1 well in
Nigeria to production.
Finally, Leni Gas & Oil, one of the

five AIMcompanies whose chairman
is David Lenigas, the Australian
entrepreneur, is buying the Trinity-
Inniss Field in southeast Trinidad,
close to its existing Goudron Field.
Leni Gas eased 0.7 per cent to 3.62p.
Prices by Proquote

follow us
on twitter
for updates
@timesbusiness

Meggitt speculation takes off
case for the defence

While the
defence
industry

assembled at the
Farnborough airshow,
bid speculation about
one aerospace group
took off.
Shares in Meggitt

were chased 47p
higher to 537p after
the Dorset-based
company was touted
as a potential target
for America’s United
Technologies. The
Connecticut
corporation could be
prepared to pay
£5billion, or 625p a
share, for Meggitt, a
report suggested.
Despite the sharp

price rise — the
shares were more

than 10 per cent
higher at best, closing
in on October’s 572½p
record — cooler
heads were sceptical.
Had the suggestion
substance, the
Takeover Panel,
which polices deals in
London, would surely

have forced an official
statement from
Meggitt, they said.
They attributed the

sharp rise in part to
the relatively large
short position in
Meggitt. More than
15million shares are
on loan from the fund
managers that own
them to speculators
betting against the
price. Closing those
down bets would
squeeze the price
higher. In part, the
rise was put down to a
smattering of buying
by other speculators.
Unusually, hardly any
of them held shares in
this putative bid
target before the
rumours surfaced.

Meggitt is a potential
target for United
Technologies in the US

Wall Street report
The Dow Jones industrial average
hit a record high, closing up 77.52
points or 0.45 per cent, at 17,138.20
boosted by the latest merger news
and some strong corporate earnings.
The S&P 500 gained 8.29 points or
0.42 per cent, to 1,981.57.

European money
deposits %

Gold/Precious
metals

Dollar rates
Australia 1.0678-1.0681
Canada 1.0737-1.0740
Denmark 5.5105-5.5130
Euro 0.7392-0.7392
Hong Kong 7.7504-7.7506
Japan 101.68-101.71
Malaysia 3.1824-3.1834
Norway 6.1971-6.2011
Singapore 1.2425-1.2426
Sweden 6.8274-6.8325
Switzerland 0.8983-0.8986

Other Sterling
Argentina peso 13.964-13.964
Australia dollar 1.8288-1.8297
Bahrain dinar 0.6420-0.6496
Brazil real 3.8015-3.8186
Euro 1.2658-1.2664
Hong Kong dollar 13.274-13.277
India rupee 102.88-103.09
Indonesia rupiah 20106-20132
Kuwait dinar KD 0.4821-0.4846
Malaysia ringgit 5.3620-5.5646
New Zealand dollar 1.9643-1.9658
Singapore dollar 2.1281-2.1284
S Africa rand 18.255-18.283
U A E dirham 6.2880-6.2944

Money rates %
Base Rates Clearing Banks 0.5 Finance House 1.0 ECB Refi 0.15 US Fed Fund 0-0.25
Halifax Mortgage Rate 3.5
Treasury Bills (Dis) Buy: 1 mth 0.41; 3 mth 0.45. Sell: 1 mth 0.38; 3 mth 0.37

1 mth 2 mth 3 mth 6 mth 12 mth

Interbank Rates 0.4956 0.5248 0.5547 0.7094 1.0546

Clearer CDs 0.58-0.43 0.60-0.45 0.65-0.50 0.77-0.62 1.03-0.88

Depo CDs 0.58-0.43 0.60-0.45 0.65-0.50 0.77-0.62 1.03-0.88

Eurodollar Deps 0.15-0.25 0.20-0.30 0.26-0.36 0.38-0.48 0.47-0.62
Eurodollar CDs 0.14-0.06 0.18-0.10 0.22-0.14 0.36-0.21 0.52-0.32

Mkt Rates for Range Close 1 month 3 month
Copenhagen 9.4030-9.4489 9.4379-9.4435 37ds 121ds
Euro 1.2674-1.2630 1.2663-1.2659 3pr 9pr
Montreal 1.8370-1.8496 1.8389-1.8399 9pr 27pr
New York 1.7119-1.7149 1.7127-1.7130 4ds 14ds
Oslo 10.602-10.673 10.614-10.622 96pr 283pr
Stockholm 11.600-11.727 11.695-11.703 14ds 51ds
Tokyo 174.05-174.40 174.14-174.21 8ds 25ds
Zurich 1.5348-1.5399 1.5386-1.5392 7ds 24ds

Premium = pr Discount = ds

Sterling spot and forward rates

Exchange rates
Bank buys Bank sells

Australia $ 2.000 1.740
Canada $ 2.010 1.750
Denmark Kr 10.120 8.880
Egypt 13.540 10.770
Euro ¤ 1.380 1.210
Hong Kong $ 14.300 12.580
Hungary 429.250 353.160
Indonesia 23183.500 18492.500
Israel Shk 6.430 5.480
Japan Yen 188.730 163.450
New Zealand $ 2.180 1.850
Norway Kr 11.600 10.020
Poland 5.760 4.720
Russia 63.610 52.970
S Africa Rd 20.320 17.210
Sweden Kr 12.490 11.110
Switzerland Fr 1.690 1.450
Turkey Lira 3.900 0.000
USA $ 1.870 1.640

Rates for banknotes and traveller's cheques as
traded by Royal Bank of Scotland plc yesterday

AHDB meat services
Average fatstock prices at representative
markets
(p/kg lw) Pig Lamb Cattle
GB 0.00 108.21 171.74
(+/-) +0.00 -5.92 -2.18

Eng/Wales 0.00 unq 169.72
(+/-) +0.00 -2.58

Scotland unq unq 196.85
(+/-) +6.93

London Metal Exchange
(Official)

Cash 3mth 15mth

Copper Gde A ($/tonne)
7111.0-7112.0 7121.0-7123.0 7310.0-7320.0

Lead ($/tonne)
2179.5-2180.0 2212.5-2213.5 1980.0-1985.0

Zinc Spec Hi Gde ($/tonne)
2299.0-2299.5 2308.0-2310.0 1943.0-1948.0

Tin ($/tonne)
22090.0-22110.0 22160.0-22175.0 22095.0-22145.0

Alum Hi Gde ($/tonne)
1962.0-1962.5 1981.0-1981.5 2280.0-2285.0

Nickel ($/tonne)
19190.0-19200.0 19280.0-19300.0 18770.0-18870.0

Currency

1mth 3mth 6mth 12mth

Dollar

0.10 0.15 0.23 0.48

Sterling

0.50 0.56 0.72 1.07

Euro

0.00 0.05 0.16 0.35

Bullion: Open $1295.10
Close $1301.25-1301.95 High $1303.07
Low $1294.89
AM $1297.50 PM $1301.00
Krugerrand $1288.00-1367.00
(£751.88-798.00)
Platinum $1488.00 (£868.64)
Silver $20.78 (£12.13)
Palladium $879.00 (£513.13)

Data as shown is
for information

purposes only. No offer is made by
Morningstar or this publication
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Holiday
FOMO:
I can help

I
am sorry. Genuinely. But I can’t
fight it. I can only tell you I’m
the product of a supremely sexist
society and am primed to behave
in supremely sexist ways, so the
moment the Cabinet reshuffle
was announced I did not think
about what David Cameron

might be hoping to achieve, or the
qualities any of his new appointments
might bring to office, or even the lack
of qualities that led to anyone losing
office, but: what are the men wearing?
And how have they done their hair?
And Ken Clarke, he’s let his figure go a
bit, but he has had two children, so
fair’s fair.
Considering all the strides men

have made in recent decades, in all
walks of life, it is, I accept, a great pity
that we and the media continue to
traduce them by noting not what has
propelled them to prominence, nor
how fit for purpose they may be, but
whether their trousers are rather on
the tight side, or whether they look
too “father-of-the-bride”, or have long
legs, or even dewy skin.
Michael Gove’s skin is not especially

dewy, it has been decided — only
three out of ten for dewiness, says
Tatler — which must have been
tough for him to learn, especially
coming on top of his demotion from
education secretary to chief whip.
But if men are going to enter politics
they do need to realise that every
inch of their appearance will be
scrutinised, over and over, just as
they need to realise picture desks
will always be hungry for that “up
trouser” shot, or “up chino” shot,
should it be at the weekend.
This is a fact of life, although it

can be galling for their female
equivalents. Or, as the new
employment secretary, Esther McVey,
says: “Once, just once, it would be
nice if my outfits were minutely
dissected, along with my make-up,
hand-bag and jewellery, and I would

love it if there was some discussion as
to whether I’d had a professional,
turbo-charged blow dry or am capable
of styling my own hair in this way at
home. Oh, well, one can always dream,
I suppose.”
And as Nicky Morgan, the incoming

education minister, says: “It is my
dearest hope that if I ever look too
much like an Eighties air hostess,
this will be pointed out to me, but
no. All anyone is focused upon is
how I am going to push through this
government’s school reforms without
further alienating teachers. Yes, I find
myself wanting to scream, ‘but look
at my shoes! LK Bennett! Nude! Leg
lengthening! And would you not say
my skin was dewy?’”
So, this is the way it is, and this is

why the reshuffle became “The
Downing Street Catwalk”, starring Phil
Hammond, the new foreign secretary
looking, it was agreed, bang-on-the-
money in suit jacket, matching suit
trousers, a tie on top of a shirt, and a
shoe on each foot. (“Lovely touch,
shoe on each foot” — Daily Mail). And
here was William Hague, exiting in
dark grey (“He obviously pays
attention to the trends” — Vogue) and
Clarke plainly getting it wrong, as ever.
(“Crumpled and sloppy, which is
something a woman could get away
with, but never a man” — Good
Morning Britain).
Hammond is unquestionably our

Catwalk King this time out, although
how he’s going to combine being
foreign secretary when he still has
three children to bring up is anyone’s
guess. I suppose every interviewer is
just going to have to keep asking him
this question from now on.
So there we have it. Not pretty,

and we all know that our male
politicians deserve better, deserve
not to be belittled and trivialised
in this way. In an ideal world, they’d be
able to dress exactly as they
please, without comment, or without
generating any interest at all. But
this is the supremely sexist society we
live in, so one last thing: Eric Pickles.
Would you?

Men in grey?
Must be the
‘Downing
Street
Catwalk’
Deborah
Ross

We share a
bed. Our
flatmate’s in
the cupboard.
Welcome to
the hutch
It’s crowded but also cheap and (mostly)
cheerful. Cramming in the flatmates
allows people like me the room to
have a life, says Monique Rivalland

L
ast weekend I went for
dinner at my friend’s
house. It’s a shoddy
little place but nothing
unusual for an underpaid
twentysomething. When
I got there I realised
the living room had

disappeared. That treasured spot for
TV dinners and boozy after-parties
had been transformed into a bedroom
strewn with Topshop knickers.
As we sat eating pasta on stools by

the cooker, it transpired that every
room (except the kitchen and toilet)
now had someone living in it. Upstairs,
one new “tenant” — a 25-year-old
events manager — had squashed his
mattress into a tiny room intended for
storage. There are now five people
living in what the landlord marketed
as a two-bedroom property. Each
month they pool their money and pay
the £1,750 rent as if they were two.
They know it’s risky — if the

landlord finds out they’ll all get
chucked out — but it’s worth
it, says my friend, who works
in digital media for a major
fashion brand: “I couldn’t
spend more than I do on rent.
If I did I wouldn’t have a
life. It would just be sleep,
work, eat. And only
baked beans.”
It’s a problem shared

by almost every
twentysomething I
know. I’m 27 and had
only been with my
boyfriend nine
months when, last
year, he moved
into my room
in a house I
share with five
friends. We did
it to save
money, not
because “the

time was right”. Cramming people in
to drive down rent has become a
solution for thousands of young adults.
Generation Rent is “hutching up”.
Goodness knows we need to.

According to the English Housing
Survey, the private rented sector is the
least affordable housing in the country.
At the end of last year, the average
tenancy in London reached £1,484 per
month (£17,808 per year) — 9 per cent

higher than the year before. This,
compared to a measly 1.9 per cent

increase in the average earnings of
22 to 29-year-olds to just £21,840
before tax.

It doesn’t bode well. It’s a
conundrum that leaves me
and my friends stuck in a
perennially expensive rut that
feels something like bailing
a ship under a waterfall.

So “hutching up” makes
financial sense. It
lightens the load. Plus,
it’s not as feral as it
sounds. We haven’t
(yet) replaced
traditional toilet
facilities with piles
of sawdust, nor
converted to a
grass-only
diet. And
rather than
squealing in

discomfort we
hold adult
conversations —

Ross

We divided the
room in two: she
had the left and
I had the right

I have been alerted to a
condition called
“holiday FOMO”, as in
Fear of Missing Out, as
in holiday envy — this
sense that everyone
else is goingsomewhere
better and jazzier than
you, possibly with a
group of great people
who don’t know you
from dirt and wouldn’t
ever wish to know you
from dirt, even if the
opportunity arose.
There is no known

cure for this condition,
but I can offer
consolation in the form
of all the hateful, 100
per cent non-enviable
holidays that have been
my fate over the years.
The first time I ever
went abroad was as a
young teenager
(Majorca) and I had a
white bikini (Biba). I
thought I looked top
dollar in that bikini
until I walked out of the
sea one day and
discovered everyone
staring because, yes,
my first period had
arrived. (Thanks, body.
Cheers.). I once went to
Palermo, Sicily, and
was mugged on arrival.
We have done our time
camping, mostly in
Wales, in fierce rain —
first rule of camping:
whatever is dry will get
wet and whatever is wet
will never get dry again
— and have thought to
myself: “I don’t love
drinking from a wine
box with plastic
beakers; the breeze
block shower facilities
with toothpaste gobbed
in the sink; seeing
children being at one
with nature watching
DVDs in the car.” And:
“Why am I washing up
in a bucket, when I
have a perfectly good
dishwasher at home?”
We’ve hired cottages

that looked fine in the
brochure but turned
out to open directly on
to a main road, or have
been decorated in a
style I call Old People’s
Home. I once went
kayaking with my son
(in France) and a route
that should have taken
two hours took us nine
because we couldn’t
stop zigzagging from
bank to bank . . .
Happy now? All part

of the service. Should
your FOMO resurface,
do come back for more.
(The mad dog that bit
off my shin in Spain . . .
and so on, until the
very end of time.)
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Money troubles forced
friends Grace Prince,
left, and Haf Gibson
to share a bed for six
months. Below left:
Monique Rivalland

even if they are about our privacy-
deprived and space-starved existences.
I had one such conversation with

27-year-old Sophie John, who moved
from Bournemouth to London a few
years ago to pursue her career as a
fashion editor. She now rents a one-
bedroom flat with a friend in Stoke
Newington, north London, where,
once again, the living room
has been converted into a bedroom.
“To be honest, having a living room
seems like a bit of a luxury these days,”
says John, who routinely eats dinner in
her bedroom. “And that isn’t healthy.
Having a living space that you’re not
sleeping in is important, especially if
you need to do work at home.
Psychologically it can’t be good.”
In this case, the landlord knows

the setup, “but it was difficult to find
someone who was OK with it,” she
says. They pay £1,080 a month for
what is essentially a one-bedroom
flat on the tenth floor of an “ugly
ex-council tower block”.
John has a full-time job and does

freelance work on the side, yet her
rent consumes “almost all” of her
earnings. In the past few months
she has had to take out a loan to pay
it, as well as borrow money from her
parents. “I feel like I’m a student
again,” she says. “Actually, no I don’t,
because when I was a student I had
money from my student loan. I’m in a
worse position now than I was eight
years ago, which is crazy.”
She isn’t concerned about becoming

a homeowner — it’s so off the grid, it’s
not something she even thinks orcares
about: “To be honest I’d just like to be
able to rent on my own but I don’t see
that happening for a very long time.”
When you consider that the average

age of a first-time buyer is now 36
(compared to 29 in the Eighties) and
that the average income of people
purchasing their first property is
£47,000, is it any wonder that
Generation Hutch has given up?
For most of us, the path our parents

took eludes us. It’s not as easy as work
hard, earn money, buy a house any
more. The paradigm has shifted: now
twentysomethings just want the
chance to rent a place without having
to let someone kip in the bath.
“We’ve had to become more

tolerant to sharing with lots of people,”
says John. “For most of us it’s the
only option.”
Fi Lilley, a senior associate at

property consultancy Williams Fynch,
says they’ve seen all sorts of makeshift
schemes: “People turn lounges into
bedrooms; they partition bedrooms
with Japanese screens or curtains.
Anything to really utilise all the space
and look after the pennies.”
The Vagenda, the influential

feminist blog and book for women,
started when its authors “hutched up”
in a laundry cupboard. Holly Baxter
found a position as an unpaid intern in
London, but had no money for rent, so
slept in the laundry cupboard of her
friend Rhiannon Lucy Cosslett. There

was no mattress, only a pile of
blankets. This was when they started
their creative collaboration.
Even if tenants are exploring every

option to meet the rent, Lilley warns
people off “signing 12-month tenancies
when they don’t have job security” —
a piece of advice that last year could
have come in handy for Grace Prince,
28, and her friend Haf Gibson, 26. Last
year Gibson found herself three
months behind in rent and Prince hit
such dire financial troubles that the
pair ended up sharing a double bed for
six months while sub-letting Gibson’s
room to another person.
“If we hadn’t had that option Iwould

have been completely screwed. I
couldn’t have asked my parents. It was
an absolute necessity. We were very
lucky to have each other,” says Prince.
She is an actor with an irregular

income that she supplements by
earning minimum wage at a vintage
clothes shop, while Gibson works in
media production and as a part-time
receptionist at Soho House. They
divided the room in two — “Haf had
the left and I had the right” — and
worked completely different hours.
“Haf would sometimes sneak in at
3am or 4am from her job and I would
be getting up at 8 for mine,” says
Prince. “We didn’t get a massive
amount of sleep.”
When Gibson and Prince “hutched

up” they weren’t, unsurprisingly,
going at it like rabbits when it came
to their dating life. “She’d just broken

up with her long-term boyfriend. I
was going on dates but we couldn’t
bring boys back. We had a pact,” says
Prince. “It wouldn’t look very cool
would it? It might have been a bit of
a mood-killer!”
Today the girls are back on track

and living in separate rooms in the
same house, but now they have a new
male flatmate upstairs living in what’s
little more than a cupboard: “He’s put
a single mattress in there and pays
£60 a week,” says Prince. “He works
in the City so he’s got money but he
wants to be able to spend it on living
his life and enjoying the summer.”
His decision to do so should act as a

caveat to anyone who argues that we
shouldn’t complain if we’ve made the
choice to live in the capital. For
determined young minds London is
the place of opportunity, the city in
which to realise ambitions, whether
that’s to work at a bank, on the stage
or in a busy newsroom. Nobody stuck
in the rental abyss should be made to
feel that they can’t make a go of it.
As my good friend Sal puts it,

hutching up “is a needs-must
situation”. After returning broke from
working on a youth project in South
America, Sal also spent half a year
sharing a room with another girl, but
it hasn’t held her back: “These days
it’s all about mucking in. If you want to
do something you love, you’ve got to
make the best of what you’ve got,” she
says, which nicely sums up the can-do
attitude of my tenacious generation.
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He lives in
a cupboard
with a
mattress
for £60
a week



40 FGM Thursday July 17 2014 | the times

the table

densely textured meat
is beloved of chefs for
its flavour and its
versatility. Venison

can be simmered
in rich stews,
flash-fried,
smoked for
bresaola or eaten
raw in tartare.
Loin of venison is
ideal for cutlets,
while the haunch
and saddle are
impressive
roasting joints.

Who killed Bambi?
Frankly, nobody
cares any more
Once venison was only for the nobility. Now, thanks to
Michelin-starred chefs, health fads and the horsemeat
scandal,we’re all acquiring a taste for it, says Lydia Slater

F
or centuries, venison was
on the menu exclusively
for the nobility. And just
when democracy and
deer farming might have
brought it to the table,
the traumatic murder of
Bambi’s mother put it out

of bounds for another generation.
Finally, though, we are getting a taste

for venison. Sales have risen more than
400 per cent over a year — across the
nation, venison sausages, steaks and
burgers are being grilled on barbecues,
and supermarkets are rolling out new
venison dishes for the autumn.
The horsemeat scandal played a part,

pushing consumers towards pork and
beef substitutes. And
venison is the healthiest
red meat, full of vitamins
and iron, but containing
less fat than skinless
chicken. It’s also
in abundant
supply. Most
venison sold by
our supermarkets
is imported from
New Zealand, but
it doesn’t need to
be. Six species of
deer roam free in
the UK: red, roe,
fallow, Sika, muntjac

“It’s good value, it’s good for you and
it’s easy to cook,” says the Michelin-
starred chef Jason Atherton. “People
worry it’s going to taste very gamey —
and in fact my friend Tom Kitchin
likes it absolutely stinking — but that
just depends how long it’s hung for.”
“Venison has changed over the

years,” agrees Andy McLeish, chef
patron of Chapter One in Kent. “Once
when you ordered it, the table next
door could smell it coming out of the
kitchen and you’d get comments. But
historically, deer was shot for the head,
rather than the meat, and the most
magnificent stag would obviously be
strong, fit and mature, so you’d have to
hang it for a long time.Now we choose
younger deer for eating, which means
they don’t have to be hung so well.”
McLeish stalks and shoots his own

venison for the restaurant. In the
summer, he likes to serve carpaccio
of roebuck with summer truffles and
parmesan, while in the winter he
dishes up Sika deer Wellington and a
starter of poached and roasted Sika
haunch with butternut puree and
girolles. “Sika is my all-time favourite.
It’s the only deer that carries fat in
the meat, so you get marbling, and it
tastes amazing.
“We started serving venison in

the restaurant because we were
having to shoot the deer that were

eating the bark off our vines,” says
Richard Gladwin, co-owner with his
brother Oliver of The Shed restaurant
in Notting Hill. “Previously, they were
just going to waste.” Now, any deer
rash enough to invade the family
farm in Nutbourne, West Sussex,
is shot by a professional deerstalker.
The brothers hang it for a fortnight
before skinning and butchering it.
This year, Oliver butchered a deer in

front of paying customers, who were
then treated to a venison feast. “We

the table

its
ve

ra
Lo
id

Left: Oliver and
Richard Gladwin of
The Shed restaurant
serve wild deer that has
been shot on their farm

and Chinese water deer, and the
population is estimated at about
1.5 million, larger than at any time
since the last Ice Age.
Last year, a study by the University

of East Anglia recommended culling
about half of the UK’s deer population
annually to stop them devastating
woodlands, damaging crops and
causing traffic accidents. “They have
to be culled to manage the population,”
says the restaurateur Chris Galvin. “So
if you’re going to be a carnivore, it’s
important to be part of the cycle.”
Venison is one of the highest-

welfare meats you can buy. The deer
feed on natural grasses, and are shot
where they roam, rather than herded
into abattoirs. The resulting ruby-red,
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still continues. The
Queen was served roe
venison for her 80th
birthday lunch, and on a
state visit last year, the
large basket of food she gave
as a gift to the Pope included
a haunch of venison. While
supermarkets these days
allow us all to eat like kings
and popes if we want to, the
chefs caution against
democratising venison too
far. Most are dubious about
the merits of venison burgers
and sausages, pointing out that
the meat is too low in fat for
this sort of treatment. “I tried
an elk burger the other day,”
confides Godwin. “It tasted very
strong. That’s definitely not
going to catch on.” That aside,
it’s time to eat your hart out.

the table

Roasted venison with beetroot and poached pears
Serves 6
Ingredients
6 x 100g boned loin of
venison (ask butcher for
trimmings for sauce)
25g unsalted butter
For the red wine sauce
1 tbsp olive oil
1 shallot, sliced
1 garlic clove, chopped
1 sprig of thyme
¼ tsp white peppercorns
1 bay leaf
1 tbsp sherry vinegar
325ml red wine
400ml veal stock
For the roast beetroot
600g beetroot (baby and
normal-sized)
4 tbsp caster sugar
4 sprigs of thyme
4 garlic cloves, peeled
Sherry vinegar
For the honey sauce
½ tsp lavender
½ tsp coriander seeds
½ tsp cumin seeds
¼ tsp Szechuan
peppercorns
60ml sherry vinegar
25g unsalted butter
½ tsp sea salt
200ml clear honey
Squeeze of lemon juice
Spiced poached pears
375g caster sugar
1 tbsp lemon juice
4-5 star anise
4 cinnamon sticks
6 pears

Alec Greenwell spent six months on
a 40,000-acre estate in Perthshire,
working with stalking parties as a
“pony boy”, retrieving the deer shot
in the hills using Highland ponies.
This is what he learnt:

1 In the south of England we have
fallow deer, farther north we have roe
deer and in Scotland there are red
deer. All are delicious, but most of the
classical venison recipes are based on
fallow, the most prevalent species.

2Many country estates offer stalking:
cost-wise, it is generally priced per
deer shot, about £150 per stag. It’s
important to keep the numbers of deer
down on the hill, otherwise they can
starve over winter. The gamekeeper
knows all the deer on his land. Some
he won’t want shot because they’re
good specimens with large antlers.

3 Deer have a very good sense of
smell, so you have to wear dark
clothing, be very quiet, and approach
them from downwind. After locating
the herd through binoculars from a
Land Rover, you get out and start
walking and finally crawl until you’re
within 100 yards. The keeper will set
the gun up for you on the ground, you
lie on your belly, then choose your
target by looking through the sight.
Aim for the heart or neck to make the
death as quick and clinical as possible.

4 Once dead, the beast has to be
gutted, which is called gralloching.
You slice it between its back legs up
to the rib cage, reach in up to your
armpits and pull out the stomach and
intestines. Back at the lodge we cut off
its head and legs, and hang it in the
game larder, ideally for five or six days
to tenderise the venison and add
flavour. The most delicious cut is the
sirloin, which runs either side of the
spine in 2ft-long strips. It’s lean meat
without much fat on it; the deer
survive purely on heather and grass
and spend their days moving across
the mountains, so it’s very healthy.

5 Deer tastes very different depending
on when it’s shot. During the rut
in October they get very musky
— you can smell them before
you see them — and the meat

is tainted by that. Summer
deer is probably the tastiest,
and roe and fallow are both

delicious then. Red
deer is the most
gamey, and can be
quite tough if not
cooked correctly.

6 Stalking is not for the
fainthearted. There’s
blood, and I often feel a
hint of regret after I’ve
done it because they’re
beautiful animals. But
there’s nothing more
satisfying than a slice of
roast venison sirloin you’ve
seen go from hill to plate.

1 Wash the beetroot and trim off the
stalks. Place the baby and normal-
sized roots into separate saucepans
and cover with cold water. Add half
the sugar, thyme, garlic, 2 tsp salt and
a dash of vinegar to each pan. Simmer
for about 40-45 min until tender.
Drain and leave to cool. Peel and cut
each one into 2.5cm cubes. Set aside.
2 For the spiced honey sauce, toast
the lavender for a few seconds in
a dry hot pan. Tip in the coriander
seeds, cumin seeds and Szechuan
peppercorns, and toast for a few
more seconds until the spices release
their oils and fragrance. Pour in the
sherry vinegar and boil until it has
reduced to a sticky glaze. Add the
butter, salt and honey and bring back
to a simmer. Continue to simmer
until sauce is reduced by two thirds to
a syrupy consistency. Strain through a
fine sieve and discard spices. Season to
taste with a little squeeze of lemon
juice. Set aside until ready to serve.
3 Next, make the red wine sauce. Heat
the oil in a heavy-based pan. If you
have them, add the venison trimmings
and fry them over a medium-high
heat until golden brown on each side.
Stir in the shallot and garlic and fry for
a few min until lightly golden then add
the thyme, peppercorns and bay leaf.
Deglaze the pan with sherry vinegar
and red wine, scraping the base of the
pan with a wooden spoon to release
any browned sediment. Boil until
reduced by three quarters. Add the
stock and bring to the boil. Reduce the
heat slightly and simmer for 20 min
until sauce is flavourful. Pass the sauce

through a very fine sieve into a clean
pan and boil until reduced to a syrupy
consistency. Reheat before serving.
4 For the poached pears, first peel and
cut the pears into wedges. Put one litre
of water, sugar, lemon juice and spices
(lightly crush the star anise first) into a
wide pan. Stir to dissolve sugar then
bring the syrup to the boil. Lower the
pears into the syrup. Cover with a
dampened piece of baking parchment
roughly cut to the diameter of the pan.
Simmer for about 8-10 min until
tender. Gently reheat before serving.
5 To cook the venison, heat the butter
over a medium heat in a heavy-based
pan. Add the venison and sear until
golden brown, keeping it medium-rare.
This should take 5-8 min. Remove the
venison to a warm tray and let the
meat rest for a few min, while you
reheat the pears, sauces and beetroot.
6 Place the beetroot pieces in a frying
pan with 3 tbsp of the spiced honey
sauce and toss to coat. Heat for a
couple of min, stirring frequently, until
warmed through. Thickly slice the
venison and divide between warmed
plates. Serve with the spiced beetroot,
poached pears and red wine sauce.
Edited from Social Suppers by
Jason Atherton (Absolute Press, £25)

Wild
venison:
what you
need to
know

Any deer rash
enough to invade
the family farm
in Sussex is shot

More venison recipes
tablet editions and online at
thetimes.co.uk/recipes

used the tenderloin for a tartare and
the main course was venison with
Swiss chard. But for me, the best way
of eating it is slow-cooked, in a
venison ragu or bolognese. You’ve got
that wonderful flavour without all the
fat. It’s such a lean, clean meat, it’s
great to do showpiece dishes with.”
Daniel Kent, head chef of the

establishment’s favourite watering
hole, Wiltons on Jermyn Street,
gets his wild venison from the Rhug
Estate in north Wales and uses it in
numerous dishes, from stews and
haunches to a venison Scotch egg.
“Venison is very popular with the
ladies,” he says. “It’s got a rich taste,
but it’s lower in calories than beef.
It’s more accessible now but
it still has that posh reputation.”
“I think it’s a subliminal thing, but

eating it still feels very special,” agrees
Galvin. Indeed, venison has never
been just another meat; its history is
inextricably bound up with royalty.
A stag with particularly fine antlers is

still known as a “royal”, and the word
“venison” comes from the Latin venari:
to hunt. Under the Norman and later
the Plantagenet kings, vast swathes of
England were set aside for the
monarch and aristocrats to hunt wild
game, and where farming was not
allowed. Unless they poached it
(and the penalties were severe),
ordinary Britons would rarely taste
venison but it seems no royal feast
was complete without it. The menu
for Henry IV’s coronation banquet at
Westminster in 1399 featured “venyson
en furmenty”. Henry VIII, who
introduced deer to his birthplace of
Greenwich Park, was both a keen
hunter and consumer.
Consequently, venison became

a potent status symbol for landowners
(its sale was specifically prohibited by
the Black Act of 1722). Samuel Pepys
listed dozens of venison meals in his
diary but never bought any himself.
On January 6 1660, he complained
that the venison pasty he had been
offered at dinner “was palpable beef,
which was not handsome”; he would
have been astonished to see it
overtaking venison in popularity.
Venison’s link with

royalty and largesse
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his web series will help him to “find an
audience that speaks my language”.
He’s been “very moved” by donations
to the web show’s Kickstarter fund,
and thinks the intimate relationships
that can be built online foster great
loyalty: “People passionately love
discovering you themselves.” There’s
also the ticket sales. Gigs by podcasters
and YouTubers, says Burns, often
outsell those of the biggest Hollywood
stars. He praises the likes of Bo
Burnham and Marc Maron, whose
WTF podcast gave his career fresh life.
The UK’s online comedy pioneer

is Richard Herring. He has earned
the nickname “the Podfather” for
his prolific podcasting and has
released filmed versions online for
small fees. (One video became
worldwide news when Stephen Fry
told Herring that he had attempted
suicide.) “Forget about TV,” says
Herring. “TV tends to shut something
down if it doesn’t work straight away.
The internet allows you to keep
perfecting an idea.
“Most of the things that are made

on BBC Three could be made for
minimal outlay by you and a few
enthusiastic mates.”
That’s a gauntlet to lay down as

BBC Three prepares to release its
new set of iPlayer comedy pilots
this Sunday and
contemplates going
completely online.
Whatever happens with
that move, it’s certainly
clear: the wild frontier of
the internet is
increasingly many
comedians’ happy
place, and a career-
building one to boot.

It’s a game of
The first Sport Prom highlights the
pitch-perfect link between music and
the field of play, reports Patrick Kidd

T
he first BBC Sport
Prom, to be held on
Sunday, has really
come a year too early,
and not just because of
the string of British
sporting disasters in
this summer of our

discontent. Since the Proms organisers
are fond of anniversaries it would have
been better to have held this concert
next year, to mark 40 years since the
death of a man who straddled the
worlds of sport and classical music like
no other.
Neville Cardus was born in poverty

and largely self-educated, but rose
to become the godfather of all cricket
writers and one of the most respected
classical music critics. Covering
both beats for decades in what was
then theManchester Guardian,
Cardus became a friend to Thomas
Beecham and Don Bradman, and
reported on Elgar’s first symphony
and Hutton’s first century. When he
wrote that “we remember not the
scores and results in after years; it is
the men who remain in our minds”, he
could have been referring to either of
his spheres.
At Cardus’s memorial service in

1975, the cricket writer Alan Gibson
read from Blake’s Auguries of
Innocence, drawing particular
attention to the couplet: “Joy and woe
are woven fine/ A clothing for the soul
divine.” It is this balance between tears
of pleasure and pain, Kipling’s twin
imposters of triumph and disaster
(words that greet every player who
steps on to Wimbledon’s centre court),
that draws us to sport and music. We
want our emotions to be stretched.
The differences between sport and

music are obvious — few leaders of a
symphony orchestra have their faces
turned into a root vegetable by The
Sun after a duff concert — yet the
similarities are more striking. We, the

Culture Notes
The freedom to
be funny online

I
nternet comedy is no longer just
something kids make on their
phones. Established comics are
increasingly relishing the
freedom of bypassing traditional
TV and making online shows
with a strong creative wallop.
From autumn, a YouTube-

backed series hosted by comedian and
beatboxer Beardyman will feature
guest appearances by Jack Black, Tim
Minchin and other stars. Brendon
Burns, the Australian controversy
magnet and comedians’ comedian, is
recording a web series at the
Edinburgh Fringe. Chelsea Handler, a
US comic and chat-show host, has left
the E! network and will instead make a
talk show for Netflix, the streaming
service that has fostered comedy
careers including that of Louis CK.
Not to mention the many young

stars making a mark online: Beardyman
likes rappers A Squeezy and J Weezy;
Burns points to Aussie lad Shooter
Williamson, who now has a movie deal.
Beardyman, right, whose One Album

Per Hour web series will be based on
his improvised live show of the same
name, says: “The internet is this wild
frontier, where you can be super-
experimental.” On TV, by contrast,
“ideas can get ruined fairly easily”
because of heavy top-down
commissioning. He also values the
fact that online you can make “very
specific content, which is more
engaging for viewers”.
Burns agrees: the internet lets you

keep a strong, sometimes esoteric
voice. He has found new fans through
a podcast on which he collaborates
with wrestler Colt Cabana, and hopes

Gigs by
podcasters
and
YouTubers
often
outsell
those of
huge stars

Alex Hardy

audience, go to be entertained by
people — players — who have put in
thousands of hours of practice; we
admire the teamwork and gasp at
moments of individual brilliance. We
break for drinks. At the end we stand
and applaud.
Yet both can also be an ordeal.

There are musical works for the purist,
just as Test cricket can have its turgid
sessions and football can have some
dire 0-0 draws. The dull bits only
heighten our appreciation of the good
stuff. Rossini’s line about Wagner —
“He has beautiful moments but awful
quarters of an hour” — applies to
sport. Bob Willis, the former England
fast bowler, once said of Wagner, a
great love of his: “It’s a test of the
bottom muscles but I got good
practice from watching Geoff Boycott
score at two runs an over.”
For music as for sport, it is the

silence that is often the best bit. The
muffled hush at Lord’s before the first
ball of an Ashes series, the tension
after the umpire says “play” at
Wimbledon or the stillness of
Twickenham as a goal-kicker lines up
a penalty attempt can be compared to
the moment at the Proms when the
conductor raises his baton and the
violinists snap to attention.
Anticipation is the sweetest sound.
Music has long been an essential

accompaniment to sport. Greek vases
depicting athletic contests often show
musicians playing pipes or lyres in the
background. Musical competition, be it
on instruments, in choruses or poetic
recitation, played a role in the original
Olympics.
Our favourite sporting memories are

often brought to life by music. Those
of us fortunate to have covered the
2012 Olympics took a long time to
shake Vangelis’s theme from Chariots
of Fire out of our heads. Not only was
it performed by the London
Symphony Orchestra (and Rowan
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Domingo and Luciano Pavarotti to a
wider audience, and even reintroduced
competition to music as they tried to
outdo each other in O Sole Mio.
Curious football fans who may have
assumed a Nessun Dorma to be a type
of Japanese car bought Pavarotti’s
rendition of the song from Turandot in
vast numbers, taking it to No 2 in the
pop charts.
Two years later, when the

European Cup was replaced by the
Champions League and an anthem
was sought, football again went to
classical music. Handel’s Zadok the
Priest was adapted and performed
by the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra

had been selected by Sven-Göran
Eriksson, then England football
manager, for a bizarre three-CD
collection of his favourite pieces of
classical music — just what we needed
to send Beckham, Owen et al off to
the World Cup in good spirits — but
the FA ordered it to be dropped in
case it inflamed anti-German feeling.
(The FA was quite happy, though, to
allow Eriksson to select a serenade by
a composer called Ronald Binge.
Perhaps it assumed that when the
papers reported on players and fans
going out for a binge it was a reference
to their love of whimsical light music.)
The pinnacle of football’s relationship

with classical music came at the
1990 World Cup, a dire tournament
in which hardly any goals were
scored. We remember it now for
two things: Gazza’s tears and the
Three Tenors performing at the
Baths of Caracalla in Rome. The
access-all-arias concert, to raise
money for José Carreras’s leukaemia
foundation, brought Carreras, Placido

and the Academy of St Martin in the
Fields, although the new lyrics —
“These are the best teams; they are
the very best teams” — leave
something to be desired. The
second-tier Europa League should
have an anthem that goes “These
aren’t quite as good teams”.
Rugby also went classical

when looking for an anthem for
the World Cup in 1991.World in
Union, an adaptation of the Thaxted
middle section of Holst’s Jupiter,
was first performed by Kiri Te Kanawa
at the tournament in 1991 and
has been taken on by the likes of
Ladysmith Black Mambazo, Bryn
Terfel and the Kiwi soprano Hayley
Westenra. While its lyrics are a bit
less banal than those used for the
Champions League — “as we climb
to reach our destiny, a new age has
begun” — some may have preferred
they stuck with I Vow to Thee, My
Country. Cardus would almost
certainly not have approved.
bbc.co.uk/proms

two halves at the Albert Hall

The Three Tenors at
Wembley Stadium in
1995 and, above right,
Norman Collins,
Neville Cardus (centre)
and Sir Thomas
Beecham

Sporting
memories are
often brought to
life by music

Atkinson) under Sir Simon Rattle’s
baton at the opening ceremony and
used to accompany the torch relay, it
was also played for every medal
ceremony — and there were an awful
lot of British medals.
Saturday afternoons on the sofa

always began to the theme from
Grandstand, whose composer, Keith
Mansfield, also wrote Light and
Tuneful, the swinging funky number
that marks the beginning of play at
Wimbledon. The close of play in the
tennis, meanwhile, has long been
marked by Sporting Occasion, a piece
by Arnold Steck that is redolent of a
brass band at an Edwardian garden
party. Steck’s work, much like Hubert
Bath’s Out of the Blue, which has
introduced BBC radio’s Sports Report
since 1948, creates a warm feeling of
nostalgia. Both are similar in style to
Eric Coates’s jaunty wartime tunes.
In 2002, 45 years after his death,

Coates had the rare accomplishment
of being banned by the Football
Association. His Dam Busters March

0 Charles Ives’s Yale-Princeton
Football Game
The maverick early 20th-century
American composer loved to bring
“real life” into his music. He
returned to his old university, Yale,
for this crunch American football
match against their arch-rivals,
and then set the experience to music
of epic raucousness.

0 Arthur Honegger’s Rugby
For his Mouvement Symphonique
No 2, the enterprising Swiss
composer tried to emulate the ebb
and flow, dissonance and
consonance, of a game of rugby.

0 Claude Debussy’s Jeux
A sexy ballet about tennis? Or a
naughty depiction of a ménage à
trois? Being French, probably both.

0 Dmitri Shostakovich’s
The Age of Gold
A lifelong fan of Leningrad Zenith
football team, Shostakovich wrote
this propaganda ballet about a
Soviet Union football team’s
journey to play a match in western
Europe, where of course their
capitalist opponents turn out to
be appalling cheats.

0 Andrew Lloyd Webber’s
The Beautiful Game
The politically improbable team of
Lord Lloyd-Webber and Ben Elton
wrote this musical about football
and the Troubles in Northern
Ireland. Unfortunately it was
about as gripping as Port Vale
v Tranmere Rovers on a foggy
night in January.
Richard Morrison

Composers
on the ball

Listen to a
playlist of
these pieces at
thetimes.co.uk/listen

MICHAEL STEPHENS/PA
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Sir Philip Myers
Chief constable who oversaw security at a royal investiture but later became embroiled with the RUC

There were fears that Welsh nationalists would disrupt Prince Charles’s investiture at Caernarfon Castle in 1969

One of the country’s youngest chief
constables, Philip Myers was chosen to
lead the North Wales force after
successfully overseeing security for the
investiture of the Prince of Wales in
1969; but later he became entangled in
the controversial 1980s investigation
into the alleged “shoot to kill”policy in
Northern Ireland.
Planning to retire, he was persuaded

by the Home Office to put his decades
of experience to use as an inspector of
constabulary, a job that required deli-
cate mediation between chief consta-
bles and central government.His patch
included boisterous personalities and
two of the biggest forces in England—
Northern Ireland, where the Royal Ul-
ster Constabulary (RUC) was em-
broiled in bloody battles with the IRA,
and the North West.
Myers found himself playing a pivot-

al role in the appointment and removal
of John Stalker, the depputy chief con-
stable of Greater Manchester who was
leading the inquiry into a“shoot to kill”
policy allegedly operated by the RUC
against the IRA after the deaths of six
men at the hands of police.
Myers warned Stalker that he could

expect a rough passage from the RUC
whodid notwant the inquiry. Relations
between Stalker and the RUC became
increasingly acrimonious as the Man-
chester officer delved deep into coun-
ter-terrorism operations, reporting his

progress toMyers. Finally, two years in,
when Stalker was at a crucial moment
in his report, he was suspended over al-
legations made against him in Man-
chester thathewas linked toabusiness-
man suspected of involvement with a
criminal gang.
Although the Greater Manchester

police committee turned down a re-
commendation to hold a disciplinary
tribunal and Stalker was reinstated, he
was not returned to the investi-
gation. No RUC officer was ever
charged.
Stalker blamed Myers as the key

figure in his downfall, claiming there
had been a conspiracy involving the
Northern Ireland Office to stop him
getting at a crucial tape recording at
one of the shootings. “It was a whisper-
ing campaign that eventually came to a
head, to protect individuals as much as
the Northern Ireland Office,” Stalker
claimed later.
Myers was drawn into controver-

sy again when Alison Halford —
then the highest rankingwoman of-
ficer in the country as assistant chief
constable of Merseyside — sued her
chief constable James Sharples, the
Northamptonshire police authority,
Myers and the home secretary over al-
legations of sex discrimination. She
claimed she had been passed over for
promotioneight times.Myerswasac-
cused of not placing her on a
shortlist, while Sharples
was alleged to have
said she had an “im-
proper relationship”
with another
woman. The over-

all case was settled out of court as the
legal bills mounted.
The Liverpool-born son of a mer-

chant seamen, Philip Myers was raised
in Denbighshire, North Wales. He
joined Shropshire police in 1950 after
national service; his first choice had
been Denbighshire force but he did not
have enough command of Welsh.
His first chief constable told him that

he would either reach the dizzy heights
of superintendent or get the sack. In fact
Myers prospered but his career very
nearlycollapsedwhenhecontractedpo-
lio. He suffered from recurring pains in
his leg for the rest of his life. By his mid-
30s hewas deputy chief constable of the
Gwynned force in Wales and took re-
sponsibility for the complex security

surrounding the
investiture at
Caernarfon
Castle of the
20-year-old
Prince Charles
as Prince of
Wales.
The IRA

threat to main-
landBritainwas
yet to emerge

but therewere threats from two violent
extremist Welsh nationalist groups,
and concerns that the ceremony at-
tended by 4,500 guests and the world’s
media would be disrupted.
In theevent therewerebombattacks,

including one inwhich twonationalists
blew themselves up, but the ceremony
in July 1969 was unaffected and passed
without hitch. The day was a triumph
for Myers’ careful planning.
Soon afterwards he was chosen as

chief constable of the newNorthWales
force.At theageof 39hewas theyoung-
est chief in the country.
A modest man with a sense of hu-

mour— onceconductingaWelshmale
choir (a passion) with a leek — he was

highly regarded bymany of his officers.
He was devoted to gardening and his
family — his wife Hazel and their sons
David, a partner in an executive head-
hunting firm, and Stephen, who runs a
consultancy on psychology-based
technology.
However,Myers’s success did not im-

press everyone. He told the story of vi-
siting a Holyhead police station for the
first time and being asked by the senior
officer if he spokeWelsh.Myers said he
admitted he could only speak a little
and the officer scathingly told him “Oh.
I’ve a dog like that.”
As president of the Association of

Chief Police Officers in the 1970s, he

was vocal in attacking the incessant
and increasing diet of violence on tele-
vision and films — singling out the
“rape and gang bangs” of The Clock-
work Orange. He regretted legislation
whichhad ended theuse of short, sharp
custodial punishment for young of-
fenders, leaving, he said, “the victim of
the villain naked and the police officer
investigating crime impotent”.
He also warned his colleagues, “We

want no Left, Right, middle or any pol-
itical wingers in our service. Govern-
ments are elected by the people, andwe
serve the people.”
He attracted criticism when Lord

Hailsham, the Lord Chancellor,
attacked him for summarily sacking a
probationary policeman over theman’s
alleged “hippy” lifestyle. “I donotdoubt
theChief Constable’s good faith,” thun-
dered LordHailsham, “but I regard the
treatmentmeted out to this youngman
as little short of outrageous.”
However, Myers was intensely loyal

tohisofficers.At theheightof a seriesof
vicious urban riots across Britain in
1981 he was asked to provide reinforce-
ments for the Merseyside force facing
violent confrontations in Toxteth. Five
coachloads of officers were sent from
NorthWales, but, before they left, My-
ers boarded each one and spoke to his
men, someof themnew tomajor public
order confrontations, explaining why
they were needed and warning of the
risks they might face.
Sir Philip Myers, OBE, QPM, chief
constable of North Wales and inspector
of constabulary, was born on February 7,
1931. He died on June 21, 2014, aged 83

He reassured each
coachload of police going
to the Toxteth riots

PA, NORTH WALES POLICE

Wg Cdr Peter Ayerst
Sqn Ldr JM Carder
(ret’d) writes: My
cousin, an RAFVR
pilot, flew with Wg
Cdr Peter Ayerst
(obituary, July 1)
with 73 Squadron in
France during May
1940. Most of the

aircrew were young and inexperienced
andmet for the first time the full might
of the Luftwaffe, most of whom had
learnt their trade in the Spanish Civil
War. The squadron suffered heavy ca-
sualties: my cousin lasted 13 days. The
survivors, including Ayerst, withdrew,
not to Dunkirk, but to St Nazaire. This
took courage and determination. On
June 17 they embarked on the Lancas-
tria, already overloaded with refugees
and servicemen, which was almost im-
mediately sunk, with the loss of 4,000
lives. Churchill banned publication of
this news because it would depress the
British public on the same day that
France surrendered. Ayerst survived
these two disasters, which tested his
leadership qualities, andwere the foun-
dationof his long and successful career.

Felix Dennis
George Plumptre
writes: Your obitu-
ary of Felix Dennis
(June 24) did not
mention his for-
midable generosity
to charity. At his
home in the War-
wickshire village of

Dorsington he created a garden of stat-
ues which he called his “garden of he-
roes”. It had a selection of huge figures,
including Chuck Berry, Muhammed
Ali, Charles Darwin and Felix himself.
Since 1999 Felix organised his neigh-
bours to open their gardens over one
weekend in June in aid of the National
GardensScheme (NGS)and in sodoing
the village became the NGS’s largest
single fundraiser of recent years. Felix
also organised evening parties and
charityauctions tohelp to swell thecof-
fers. The donation from this year’s
opening takes the village’s total tomore
than £200,000.

Rafael Frübeck de Burgos

Robin Myers writes:
Living in Madrid in
the summer of 1960,
I took myself off to
the Parque de Ret-
iro where concerts
and operetta were
performed in the
open air. I heard a

zarzuela and the conductor was a char-
ismatic young man, Rafael Frübeck de
Burgos (obituary, June25).Thezarzuela
was despised by my Spanish colleagues
in the British Institute. Frübeck de Bur-
gos must have thought it was better
than nothing at the start of his career. I
never saw him again, but often listened
to concerts on the radio conducted by
him and realised he had gone far.

Lives remembered

If you would like to add a personal view or
recollection to a published obituary, you

can send your contribution by post to Times
Obituaries, 3 Thomas More Square, London E98
1TT, or by email to tributes@thetimes.co.uk

@

He had a keen humour
and once conducted a
male choir with a leek
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Michael Scudamore
National Hunt jockey who won an epic victory in the 1959 Grand National and established a remarkable dynasty in the sport

Despite stumbling, Michael Scudamore’s Oxo clears the last fence at the Grand National and races on to win

Michael Scudamorewasoneof thebest
jockeys of his generation andwon jump
racing’s two most coveted prizes— the
Grand National and CheltenhamGold
Cup. He will be best remembered,
though, as the head of a National Hunt
dynasty. His son Peter — inspired by
his father’s exploits — went on to be-
come one of the sport’s most successful
jump jockeys and two of his grandsons,
Tom and Michael, have become lead-
ing figures in the sport, carrying on the
family’s tradition.
A great raconteur, Michael Scuda-

more’s craggy face would light up as he
told yarns of the days when he rode
against other revered figures in the his-
tory of jump racing such as Terry Bid-
dlecombe, Josh Gifford, Fred Winter,
StanMellor andTimBrookshaw.None
of his stories weremore enthusiastical-
ly remembered than the 1959 Grand
National, when he rode Oxo to victory
in one of the most eventful runnings of
the world’s most famous steeplechase.
Only four of the 34 runners complet-

ed the race,with the fieldhugelydeplet-
ed after a pile-up at Becher’s Brook on
the first circuit. Fortune shoneonScud-
amore because Oxo, who stood more
than17handshigh,dislikedmixingwith
a crowded field. Indulging his mount,
Scudamore deliberately steered a wide
path, thus escaping much of the may-
hem. Brookshaw, riding the fancied
Wyndburgh, also survived the early
chaos and told Scudamore mid-race
“I’ll win now”.
“I didn’t pay a lot of attention tohim,”

Scudamore told The Times in his post-
race interview. “When we were travel-
ling between Becher’s and the Canal
Turn [for the second time]he turned
to me again and said ‘my iron is
broke’.” With candour, Scuda-
more’s instant thought was
‘that’s good’.”
Four from home,

Scudamore got a mag-
nificent leap from Oxo,
the 8-1 third favourite,
and they landed a couple
of lengths clear. Going to
the final fence, that advan-
tage had been extended to
five lengths, but Brook-
shaw, having
negotiated the
final eight fences
with only one

stirrup, was still in conten-
tion and began eating into
Oxo’s lead. Scudamore re-
sisted the temptation to go for
his whip, and quietly nursed
his mount home for a length
and a half triumph that

erased thememory
of previousnear-
misses in 1952
and 1954. “I
didn’t think
I’d be sober

for amonth,” Scudamore recalled years
later.
He rode in theNational in 16 consec-

utive years, (1951-66), a record at the
time, and theAintreemeeting beguiled
him like no other.
Michael John Scudamore was born

inRoss-on-Wye,Herefordshire in 1932.
Hewas the sonofGeoffreyScudamore,
a farmer, who went on to become a
racing trainer. He had served in the
RAFduring theSecondWorldWar and
spent two years in a prisoner-of-war

camp. Michael frequently said that his
father’s experiences helpedhim to keep
sport in perspective.
Scudamore entered National Hunt

racing via hunting and point-to-point
meetings, and quickly made an impact.
His third winner, as a 17-year-old ama-
teur in 1950, was riding Sir Charles,
trainedbyhis father, at theCheltenham
Festival. After he turned professional,
his services were in demand by leading
trainers and, in the 1956-57 season, he
achieved a career-best score of 58 wins

and came runner-up to Winter (80
wins) in the jockeys’ championship.
He steered Linwell to victory in the

CheltenhamGold Cup that season, but
his ridingcareerended in 1966whenhis
mount inahurdle race atWolverhamp-
ton slipped and kicked him in the face.
Scudamore lost 90 per cent of the

vision inhis left eye butwas fortunate to
escape with his life. The strapless hel-
mets worn at the timewere inadequate,
and the body protectors that jockeys
nowroutinelywearwere yet to be intro-
duced. In one fall at Hereford, Scuda-
more recalled that his helmet hit the
floorbeforehedid. “Hewasthetoughest
man I’ve ever met,” said his son Peter.
Scudamore finished his career with

496 winners, which seems modest by
today’s standards but this was an era of
far fewer race meetings.
A year after his accident, Scudamore

started to train on his farm at
Hoarwithy, near Hereford. His biggest
winners in his second vocation were
Fortina’s Place, in the 1970 Grand

Annual, and Bruselee, in the 1974
Mackeson Gold Cup. He retired from
training in 1995 but resumed in 2003 as
the head of a family operation. He
handedover the licence tohis grandson
and namesake in 2008.
He died three days after his wife,

Mary. They had been married since
1957. Even in their final years of ill
health they were inseparable. After she
suffered a stroke, they were asked if
they would like an assisted home at
OakseyHouse, inLambourn, butScud-
amore insisted on continuing to look
after her. Aswell as Peter, he is survived
by his daughter Nicky, who lives
in Hereford.
He took huge pleasure in following

the careers of his grandsons on televi-
sion. Tom won three races at the Chel-
tenham Festival earlier this year and
Michael trained the winner of the
Welsh Grand National in 2012.

Michael Scudamore, National Hunt
jockey and trainer, was born on July 17,
1932. He died on July 7, 2014, aged 81

Terry Robinson
Bodybuilder and fitness trainer to Hollywood stars who honed the physiques of Mario Lanza, Clark Gable and Tyrone Power
When Mario Lanza died suddenly of a
pulmonary embolism brought on by
heavy drinking, overeating, stress and,
in all probability, a desperate attempt to
lose weight in time to star in a movie,
there was no one more distraught than
Terry Robinson. As Lanza’s personal
trainer and confidant, he had worked
out several times a week with him for
ten years
Robinson, an ex-boxer and lifelong

bodybuilder, had kept the singer fit for
purpose but was unable, in the end, to
persuade him to cut down on his drink-
ing. Nor was that the end of the affair.
After Lanza’s widow, Betty, died five
months later of a respiratory illness, it
was left to Robinson to raise the four
children of the marriage. He moved
into the Lanza household in Los
Angeles and resumed his career as a
trainer and chiropractor to the stars.
His role in the Hollywood of his day

was the result of a lucky break. He had
recently qualified as a chiropractor and
been called in, almost randomly, by the
MGM studio boss Louis B. Meyer to
relieve chronic pain in his neck. So

pleased was “L.B” with the result of his
treatment that he immediately recruit-
ed the craggy, musclebound Brooklyn-
ite to keep his stars looking trim.
Among the many actors whose phy-
siques Robinson enhanced in prepara-
tion for demanding roles were Clark
Gable, Tyrone Power, Spencer Tracy,
Robert Taylor and Glenn Ford.
Terry Robinson was born in Coney

Island, Brooklyn, in 1916. His father, an
ex-fighter, later a member of the
New York State Athletic Commission,
encouraged his sons from an early age
to take part in physical exercise. After
high school inBrooklyn, hewon a track
and football scholarship to Columbia
University, and thoughhenever gradu-
ated, he always considered himself an
educated man. Just 5ft 6in, he decided
that only a powerful physique would
give him the confidence he needed to
make a success of life. Accordingly, he
spent hours every day running as well
as working with weights.
After completing a course at theChi-

ropractic Institute of New York, he
opened an office in the city’s famous

42ndStreetgym, treating sportsprofes-
sionals while continuing to work on his
own physique. Among his clients were
the composers Cole Porter, then in a
wheelchair, and Lawrence Hart.

In 1948 Robinson moved to Santa
Monica, California, where he built a
new practice andworked out at various
gyms, aswell ason the so-calledMuscle
Beach, where he was photographed for

the magazines Iron Man and Strength
and Health. Not long after came his fat-
ed meeting with Louis B. Meyer.
He had been married, briefly, during

the war years, but divorced soon after.
He met his second wife, Silvia, née
Richard, a formerdancer,when shewas
brought tohimasapatient followingan
accident that had left her paralysed
from the waist down. They were mar-
ried for 38 years. She survives him to-
gether with a daughter, Madelyn, from
his first marriage.
Only one of the four Lanza children,

Elisa, is still living. Marc died of a heart
attack at 37; six years later, his sister
Colleen was killed in a car accident.
Damon, the eldest son, died of a heart
attack in 2008, aged 55.
Robinson continued to treat patients

until well into his seventies, and even in
his eighties he rose early, swam, trained
and spent most evenings working at a
local health club.

Terry Robinson, fitness trainer, was born
on March 9, 1916. He died on May 19,
2014, aged 98

His mount in a hurdle
race slipped and kicked
him in the face

HULTON ARCHIVE/GETTY, GEORGE SELWYN

Robinson, right, talks with the hair stylist Vidal Sassoon, one of his clients
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Today’s television

Today’s radio

BBC ONE
6.00am Breakfast 9.15 Heir Hunters
10.00 Homes Under the Hammer
11.00 Animal SOS 11.30 Street
Patrol UK 12.15pm Bargain Hunt
1.00 BBC News; Weather 1.30 BBC
Regional News; Weather 1.45
Doctors 2.15 Perfection 3.00
Escape to the Country 3.45 Wanted
Down Under 4.30 Flog It! 5.15
Pointless 6.00 BBC News 6.30 BBC
Regional News Programmes 7.00
The One Show 7.30 EastEnders
8.00 Talk to the Animals 9.00
Celebrity MasterChef 10.00 BBC
News 10.25 BBC Regional News;
Weather 10.35 The Great Big
Romanian Invasion 11.25 This
Week 12.15am-6.00 BBC News

BBC TWO
6.00am Homes Under the Hammer
7.00 Animal SOS 7.30 Sign Zone
9.00 Live Golf: The Open
Championship. Hazel Irvine
introduces coverage of the opening
day at Royal Liverpool Golf Club,
Hoylake 8.00pm Horizon: What’s
Wrong with Our Weather? 9.00 The
Honourable Woman 10.00 Mock the
Week 10.30 Newsnight 11.20 The
Fifteen Billion Pound Railway
12.20am Sign Zone: ISIS: Terror
in Iraq — Panorama 12.50-2.20
David Beckham into the Unknown
3.55-6.00 BBC Learning Zone

ITV London
6.00am Good Morning Britain 8.30
Lorraine 9.25 The Jeremy Kyle
Show 10.30 This Morning 12.30pm
Let’s Do Lunch with Gino & Mel 1.30
ITV News; Weather 2.00 The
Speakmans 3.00 Dickinson’s Real
Deal 4.00 Tipping Point 5.00 The
Chase 6.00 Regional News 6.30 ITV
News; Weather 7.00 Emmerdale
7.30 Assisted Dying: For and
Against — Tonight 8.00 Emmerdale
8.30 Harbour Lives 9.00 Britain’s
Poshest Nannies 10.00 ITV News at
Ten and Weather 10.30 Regional
News 10.40 Robbie Coltrane:
B-Road Britain 11.40 The Dentists
12.30am Jackpot247 3.00
Assisted Dying: For and Against —
Tonight 3.25 ITV Nightscreen
4.15 May the Best House Win
5.05-6.00 The Jeremy Kyle Show

Channel 4
6.00am Countdown 6.45 3rd Rock
from the Sun 7.35 The King of
Queens 8.00 Everybody Loves
Raymond 9.00 Frasier 10.00
Undercover Boss USA 11.00 Come
Dine with Me: Ireland 12.00 Channel
4 News Summary 12.05pm Come
Dine with Me: Ireland 1.40 Four in a
Bed 2.40 Countdown 3.30 Deal
or No Deal 4.30 Ultimate Dealer
5.00 Couples Come Dine with
Me 6.00 The Simpsons 6.30
Hollyoaks 7.00 Channel 4 News

8.00 George Clarke’s Amazing
Spaces 9.00 Embarrassing Bodies
10.00 The Secret Life of Students
11.05 Beauty Queen or Bust
12.05am One Born Every Minute
1.00 The Auction House 1.55 This
Old Thing: The Vintage Clothes
Show 2.50 Born in the Wild:
Elephant 3.45 Faith Schools
Undercover: No Clapping in Class
— Channel 4 Dispatches 4.15 Food
Unwrapped 4.40 River Cottage Veg
5.05-6.00 Deal or No Deal

Sky1
6.00am Glee 7.00 Futurama 9.00
NCIS: Los Angeles 11.00 Hawaii
Five-0 1.00pm NCIS: Los Angeles
3.00 Glee 4.00 Futurama 5.00 The
Simpsons 5.30 Futurama 6.30 The
Simpsons 8.00 Modern Family 9.00
Glee 10.00 Stella 11.00 NCIS: Los
Angeles 1.00am Hawaii Five-0
3.00 Road Wars 4.00 Stargate
Atlantis 5.00-6.00 Airline USA

BBC World
6.00am BBC World News 6.30
World Business Report 6.45 BBC
World News 7.30 World Business
Report 7.45 BBC World News 8.30
World Business Report 8.45 BBC
World News 9.30 HARDtalk 10.00
BBC World News 10.30 World
Business Report 10.45 Sport Today
11.00 BBC World News 12.00 GMT
1.00pm BBC World News 1.30
World Business Report 1.45 Sport
Today 2.00 Impact 3.30 HARDtalk
4.00 Global 5.30 World Business
Report 5.45 Sport Today 6.00
Outside Source 6.30 Focus on
Africa 7.00 World News Today with
Zeinab Badawi 8.30 World Business
Report 8.45 Sport Today 9.00
Business Edition with Tanya Beckett
9.30 HARDtalk 10.00 BBC World
News America 11.00 Newsday
11.30 Asia Business Report 11.45
Sport Today 12.00 Newsday
12.30am Asia Business Report 12.45
Sport Today 1.00 Newsday 1.30
Asia Business Report 1.45 Sport
Today 2.00 BBC World News 2.30
Asia Business Report 2.45 Sport
Today 3.00 BBC World News 3.30
Asia Business Report 3.45 Sport
Today 4.00 BBC World News 4.30
HARDtalk 5.00 BBC World News
5.30 World Business Report
5.45-6.00 BBC World News

Sky Sports 1
6.00am Good Morning Sports Fans
9.00 Football’s Greatest 9.30
Football’s Greatest Teams 10.00
Soccer AM: The Best Bits 11.00
Premier League Years 1.00pm
Football’s Greatest 1.30 Football’s
Greatest Managers 2.00 Football’s
Greatest Teams 2.30 Football
League Gold 3.00 Premier League
Years 5.00 Football League Gold
5.30 Premier League Legends

6.00 Ringside 7.00 Super League
Superstars 7.30 Live Super League:
Leeds Rhinos v Castleford Tigers
(Kick-off 8.00). Eddie Hemmings
and Mike Stephenson present
coverage from Headingley 10.15
Premier League Legends 10.45
Darts Gold 11.00 Ringside 12.00
Super League 1.00am Ringside
2.00 Super League 3.00 Time
of Our Lives 4.00 Soccer AM: The
Best Bits 5.00 Football League
Gold 5.45-6.00 Football Gold

Sky Sports 2
6.00am Boots ’n’ All 7.00 England’s
Best Ashes Days 9.00 Cricket
Classic 10.00 Live Test Cricket:
England v India. Coverage of the
opening day of the second Test at
Lord’s, as the five-match series
continues 7.00pm Ashes Modern
Classics 7.30 Sporting Rivalries
8.00 Test Cricket 9.00 Test Cricket:
The Verdict 10.00 England’s Best
Ashes Days 11.00 Test Cricket 12.00
Test Cricket: The Verdict 1.00am
Premier League Legends 1.30 Ashes
Modern Classics 2.00 Test Cricket
3.00 Test Cricket: The Verdict 4.00
Premier League Legends 4.30-6.00
Australia’s Best Ashes Days

Sky Sports 3
6.00am Spanish Football Gold 6.45
WWE Battleground Preview 7.00
WWE: Experience 8.00 WWE
Special 9.00 Boots ’n’ All 10.00
Triathlon 11.00 Racing News 11.30
Surf Unleashed 12.00 Racemax
12.30pm Spanish Football Gold 1.00
Boots ‘n’ All 2.00 Dubai Marathon
3.00 Triathlon 4.00 WWE Vintage
5.00 WWE Special 6.00 ATP Tour
Uncovered 6.30 Premier League
Legends 7.00 Live Winning Post.
Coverage of this evening’s meetings
at Doncaster and Leopardstown
9.00 Ringside 10.00 Live Poker.
Coverage of the Sky Poker Roller,
as online players battle it out
for a cash prize 12.00 ATP Tour
Uncovered 12.30am Triathlon 1.30
Powerboating 2.30 Aquabike World
Championship 4.30 Powerboating
5.30-6.00 ATP Tour Uncovered

British Eurosport
7.30am Cycling: Tour de France
9.00 World Superbikes 10.00
Speedway 11.00 Swedish Speedway
11.30 Cycling: Tour de France
1.00pm Cycling: LeMond on Tour
Live 1.15 Live Cycling: Tour de
France. Coverage of stage 12, a
185.5km journey from Bourg-en-
Bresse to Saint-Etienne, which gives
the Green Jersey favourites plenty
of chances to pick up points 4.45
Cycling 6.00 European Tour Golf.
Action from the Scottish Open
6.30 Darts 9.00 Cycling: Tour de
France 10.30 Triathlon 11.35-
12.35am Cycling: Tour de France

Radio 4
5.30am News 5.43 Prayer 5.45
Farming Today 5.58 Tweet (r) 6.00
Today 8.31 (LW) Yesterday in
Parliament 9.00 Inside the Ethics
Committee 9.45 (LW) Daily Service
9.45 Book of the Week 10.00 (LW)
Woman’s Hour 10.00 Woman’s Hour
10.25-7.00pm (LW) Live Test Match
Special 11.00 From Our Own
Correspondent 11.30 With Great
Pleasure 12.00 News 12.01pm (LW)
Shipping 12.04 You and Yours 1.00
World at One 1.45 Guide to Garden
Wildlife (r) 2.00 Archers (r) 2.15
Afternoon Drama 3.00 Open
Country 3.27 Appeal (r) 3.30 Open
Book (r) 4.00 Film Programme
4.30 Inside Science 4.55 1914: Day
by Day 5.00 PM 5.54 (LW) Shipping
6.00 News 6.30 Ed Reardon’s Week
(r) 7.00 Archers 7.15 Front Row
7.45 Babycakes 8.00 Report 8.30
Bottom Line 9.00 Inside Science (r)
9.30 Zeitgeisters (r) 10.00 World
Tonight 10.45 Book at Bedtime
11.00 Don’t Make Me Laugh 11.30
Today in Parliament 12.30am Book
of the Week (r) 12.48 Shipping 1.00
World Service 5.20-5.30 Shipping

BBC World Service
5.00am Newsday 8.30 Business
Daily 8.50 Witness 9.00 News 9.06
Assignment 9.30 Healthcheck
10.00 World Update 11.00 News
11.06 Outside Source 12.00 News
12.06pm Outlook 1.00 Newshour
2.00 Newshour 3.00 News 3.06
Business Daily 3.30 Assignment
4.00 The Newsroom 4.30 Sport
Today 5.00 The Newsroom 5.30
World Business Report 6.00 World
Have Your Say 7.00 The Newsroom
7.30 Science in Action. Science and
technology news 8.00 News 8.06
Assignment 8.30 World Business
Report 8.50 From Our Own
Correspondent. Reports from
around the world 9.00 Newshour.
The stories behind the headlines
10.00 News 10.06 Outlook.
Perspectives on important issues
11.00 News 11.06 The Newsroom
11.30 World Business Report 12.00
The Newsroom 12.20am Sports
News 12.30 Assignment 1.00 News
1.06 Business Matters 2.00 The
Newsroom 2.30 Science in Action
3.00 News 3.06 Outlook 4.00
Newsday 4.30-5.00 World Football

Radio 3
6.30am Breakfast 9.00 Essential
Classics 12.00 Composer of the
Week: Carl Ditters von Dittersdorf
1.00pm News 1.02 Radio 3
Lunchtime Concert. Messiaen’s
Visions de L’Amen from the
Aldeburgh Festival 2.00 Afternoon
on 3. Penny Gore presents the first
part of Monteverdi’s L’incoronazione
di Poppea with Concerto Italiano
and Rinaldo Alessandrini 4.30 In
Tune. The piano duo Warbey and
Farrell perform live 6.30 Composer
of the Week: Carl Ditters von
Dittersdorf (r) 7.30 Proms Preview.
On the eve of the 2014 Proms,
Petroc Trelawny looks ahead to the
season, live from the Royal Albert
Hall 10.00 Free Thinking. Anne
McElvoy and guests debate the
influence of emotion on the
financial markets 10.45 The Essay:
Homage to Caledonia. A.L. Kennedy
explores the language of Scotland
11.00 Late Junction. A collaborative
session with Richard Reed Parry,
Sarah Neufeld and members of
London Contemporary Orchestra
12.30am-6.30 Through the Night
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Games

Numbers are substituted for letters in the crossword grid. Below the grid is the
key. Some letters are solved.When you have completed your first word or phrase
youwill have the clues tomore letters. Enter them in the key grid and themain
grid and check the letters on the alphabet list as you complete them.

Yesterday’s answers

doff, dolor, dolour, door, dour, drool, flood,
floor, flor, flour, fold, food, fool, ford, foul,
four, fourfold, lord, loud, lour, ludo, odor,
odour, rood, roof

From these letters, make
words of four ormore
letters, always including the
central letter. Answersmust
be in the Concise Oxford
Dictionary, excluding
capitalisedwords, plurals,
conjugated verbs (past tense
etc), adverbs ending in LY,
comparatives and
superlatives.

Howyou rate
12 words, average; 17, good; 23,
very good; 30, excellent

T

T

R

R

I

I

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

7 2 15 13 1 14 1 7 14 17 2 6

2 17 20 13 9 1

15 5 1 4 25 19 16 4 21 12 17 14

12 26 8 5 4 18

17 1 11 4 26 5 19 12 19 22 2 4

14 23 6 4 4 2 6

1 21 1 17 24 4 7 19 1

15 26 24 2 12 5 12

17 19 11 4 1 15 17 4 7 12 19 5

1 3 1 26 4 19

6 1 12 5 19 1 5 26 18 5 1 20

4 9 21 1 17 9

16 19 20 20 4 16 10 5 1 14 4 16

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

Codeword No2139

WordWatching Paul Dunn

Across
4 Fruit seed (3)
8 Workshop, studio (7)
9 Proverb (5)
10 Sculpture of Mary with

Christ’s body (5)
11 Suffuse (7)
12 Sugar-related disorder (8)
14 Pointer; workman (4)
15 Fuel (4)

16 Broken piece of ceramic (8)
20 — Strauss, composer (7)
21 Ring-shaped reef (5)
23 County (5)
24 (Happening) away from a

work location (3-4)
25 Male sheep (3)

Down
1 Knocked; exploited (6)
2 — Sampras, tennis ace (4)
3 Become more open (6)
4 Eg, Cassandra (7,2,4)
5 Military chaplain (5)
6 Upper shell of tortoise (8)
7 Decapitate (6)
13 Wild, unruly (8)
15 Dead body (6)
17 Weapons; county (abbr.) (6)
18 (Of sound) melodious (6)
19 Maker of cakes/bread (5)
22 Relating to the ear (4)

Solution to Crossword 6454

T2 CROSSWORD No 6455

1 2 3 4 765

8 9

10 11

12 13 14

15 16 1817

19

20 2221

23 24

25

L A P D O G E X T O R T
L R O V R H

A M M O D R A M A T I C
O W P I N

I N U N D A T E N E E D
E R R E

G R A M M E A I R M A N
A N D I

R E F T T W I S T I N G
Y I C A T

I R I S H S E A C A R E
I S A T I E

L E G E N D E N T R E E

Check today’s answers by ringing 09067 577188. Calls cost 77p perminute.
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Chess Raymond Keene

Fill thegrid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits
1 to 9 Solutions tomorrow, yesterday’s solutions below

A A B O W S
P L A Q U E A C C

K U L X U
M A C A R O N I M

L R N N
F I X I N G G U I
E U M
Z O O M E D T Y P

V E R U
J E E R C H O I R

WinningMove solution

EPARCH
(2) fromGreek eparkhos.
LAHAR
(1) from Javanese: lava.
DEMOISELLE
(1) Also known as the damselfish.

No2138

Fill thegrid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits
1 to 9. The digits within the cells joined by dotted lines addup to the printed top
left-hand figure.
Within each dotted-line “shape”, a digit CANNOTbe repeated.

No6675

________
árD D DkD]
à) 0 Dr0p]
ß D D D D]
ÞD DqDpD ]
ÝQGpD h D]
ÜD ) D D ]
Û D D )P)]
Ú$ D $ I ]
ÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈ

Winning Move

White to play. This position is from
Whiteley-Miles, Eastbourne 1973.
The advanced a-pawn guarantees White a
winning position but he is hampered by
the mate threat against g2. How did he
deal with this problem?
For up-to-the-minute information follow
my tweets on twitter.com/times_chess.

Bronze medal

One of the high points of Andrew
Whiteley’s career was his team
bronze medal in the World Stu-
dent Championship at Harrachov
(then Czechoslovakia) 1967. In-
deed, Whiteley was one of the
heroes of the hour since his vic-
tory as Black against Boris Gulko
was instrumental in England’s
sensational victory over the chess
superpower USSR, a crucial step-
ping stone to our all-time best
performance up to that point in a
Student Olympiad.

White: Boris Gulko
Black: Andrew Whiteley
Student Olympiad,
Harrachov 1967
Semi-Slav Defence

1 d4 d5 2 c4 c6 3 Nf3 Nf6 4 Nc3
e6 5 Bg5 dxc4

A Whiteley speciality, against
which Gulko appears to have
been insufficiently prepared.
6 e3

Curiously passive. More active
is 6 e4 b5 7 e5 h6 8 Bh4 g5 9 exf6
gxh4 10 Ne5 as in the game
Keene-Whiteley, Hastings 1964.
6 ... b5 7 a4 Bb4 8 Nd2 Bb7 9
axb5 Bxc3 10 bxc3 cxb5 11 Qb1
a6

A natural enough move to de-
fend his extra pawn on b5 but in
fact White can reply with 12 Nxc4
regaining his pawn with advan-
tage since 12 ... Be4 fails to 13 Bxf6
and 12 .. .Qc7 is overwhelmed by
13 Bf4. Hence 11 ... Qb6 as in Jo-
bava-Jakovenko, Khanty-Mansisk
2011 is to be preferred.
12 e4

Continuing in gambit style is

not justified. After this Black can
enjoy his sound extra pawn and
has the advantage.
12 ... Qc7 13 Be2 0-0 14 0-0 Nc6
15 Qc2 Kh8 16 Rad1 Rac8 17 e5

The Russian master continues
in cavalier style. Safer would have
been 17 Rfe1.
17 ... Nd5 18 Ne4 h6 19 Bc1 b4

Black sets his pawn majority in
motion.
20 Bxc4
________

á DrD 4 i]
àDb1 Dp0 ]
ßpDnDpD 0]
ÞD Dn) D ]
Ý 0B)ND D]
ÜD ) D D ]
Û DQD )P)]
ÚD GRDRI ]
ÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈ

20 ... Nce7
Black misses a tactical stroke

which is extraordinarily hard to
envision, namely 20 ... Nxc3 21
Nxc3 Nxe5! when Black wins.
21 Bxd5 Nxd5 22 Nf6

Played with an ingenuity born
of desperation. If now 22 ... gxf6
23 Qd2, when White’s prospects
flicker back into life on account of
the imminent Qxh6+.
22 ... Nxf6

This cold-blooded response is a
complete answer to White’s fran-
tic attempts at obfuscation.
23 exf6 Qxc3 24 Qe2 Qc2 25
fxg7+ Kxg7 26 Bxh6+ Kxh6 27
Qe3+ Kg7 28 Rd3

White’s attack is entirely bluff.
28 ... Rg8 29 Re1 Kf8 30 d5 Rg6
31 Qh3 Kg8 32 Rg3 Bxd5 White
resigns

8 7 5 1 9 3 6 4 2
2 9 6 7 5 4 8 3 1
4 3 1 2 6 8 9 5 7
5 1 9 3 7 6 4 2 8
7 8 4 5 2 1 3 9 6
6 2 3 4 8 9 1 7 5
9 6 7 8 4 5 2 1 3
3 5 8 9 1 2 7 6 4
1 4 2 6 3 7 5 8 9

3 4
2 8

5 2 7
6 9 1
1 4 6

8 2 4
2 7 4 1
7 5

8 1 6 3 7
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BridgeAndrew Robson

Polygon

WordWatching answers

TimesQuickCrossword No6455

Killer No3815 Time: 25mins TOUGH

No3812

SuDoku No6677 DIFFICULT

On today’s grand slam deal from
the 52nd European Championships
in the charming Opatija, Croatia,
declarer’s life was easy on a non-
diamond lead. I received a club
lead, winning dummy’s king, cash-
ing the ace-jack of spades, then
ruffing a low club. When East’s
queen appeared, I could claim,
drawing East’s trumps and
counting 13 tricks via six spades
♥AKQ, ♦A and ♣AKJ.

[Note that I would have succeed-
ed if you swap East’s queen of clubs
with one ofWest’s small clubs. After
ruffing the second club, I cash the
king-queen of spades throwing two
diamonds. I cross to the ace-queen
of hearts, cash the ace of clubs
throwing a diamond and ruff a
fourth club. I then cash the king of
hearts, squeezing West between
♦K5 and (hypothetcal) ♣Q.]

However several inspired Wests,
listening to the bidding and know-
ing that dummy held the ace of
diamonds, led the five of that suit.
Declarer can hardly run the lead
to his queen (although apparently
the Icelendic declarer courageous-
ly did), but what does he do after
rising with dummy’s ace of dia-
monds and cashing the ace-jack of
spades, West discarding (a heart)?

There are two lines of play. Polish
Senior Krysztof Lasocki cashed the
ace of clubs and ruffed a club, play-
ing for the queen to fall in two (as it
did) or three rounds. He could then
cash the king-queen of spades
throwing diamonds, lead over to the
ace-queen of hearts, cash the pro-
moted king-jack of clubs throwing
diamonds, ruff a card and table the
king of hearts. 13 tricks.

France’s Alain Levy realised
that the blocked heart position
prevented Lasocki’s line from
making when West held ♣Qxxx.
Levy therefore overtook the queen
of hearts with king at trick four.
He cashed the king-queen of
spades throwing diamonds, then
led a club to the jack. This line
would work when West held the
queen in a 4-3 split. Down two.

I have been informed that
Lasocki’s line is superior by 4%.

andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 7♠ , Opening Lead: ♦5!

Dealer: South, Vulnerability: Neither

N
W E

S

2♠(1) Pass 2NT(2) Pass
3NT(3) Pass 4NT(4) Pass
5♦(5) Pass 5♥(6) Pass
6♥(7) Pass 7♠(8) End

(1) Weak Two, 5-10 points and a decent six-
card suit.
(2) Strong asking bid.
(3) Maximum with a good suit (normally
♠AKQ/♠AK/♠AQ/♠KQ).
(4) RomanKeyCardBlackwood agreeing spades.
(5) One (or four) of “five aces” (incl. ♠K).
(6) Asking for ♠Q.
(7) Showing ♠Q plus ♥K (but denying the
cheaper ♣K & ♦K).
(8) The clubs should provide the extra tricks
to bring the tally to 13.

S W N E

♠10742
♥J97
♦J932
♣Q7

Teams ♠AJ
♥AQ
♦A874
♣AKJ42

♠KQ8653
♥K83
♦Q106
♣9

♠9
♥106542
♦K5
♣108653

Advanced

28 23 7 6 11

12 27 6

20 12 5 15

22

12 8 9 14 24

20 13 16 8

9 9 8

30 14

5 12

8 7 4 9 3 6 5 1 2
5 1 3 4 7 2 9 8 6
2 9 6 1 8 5 7 4 3
7 4 2 6 9 8 1 3 5
6 5 9 7 1 3 4 2 8
3 8 1 5 2 4 6 7 9
1 3 5 8 4 9 2 6 7
4 6 8 2 5 7 3 9 1
9 2 7 3 6 1 8 5 4

Solution right

EPARCH 1 Classical verse form 2 A bishop 3 The champion
student
LAHAR 1A volcanic landslide 2Adiseased outcast 3Amineral
DEMOISELLE 1A coral-dwelling fish 2 A lady's half-portion 3A
maidservant Answers below

SuDoku andCodeword solutions

1...Re8+!Rf82Rxf8+Rxf83a8QandWhitedefendsthemate
threatong2viaanx-raywiththea8queen.
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Sport
Defiant Bopara
steers Essex to
narrow victory

Do not discount Essex from challeng-
ing for promotion this season. This
victory, achieved through the ability of
Ravi Bopara to counter the spin of
Danny Briggs and Liam Dawson on a
wearing pitch, will give them great
succour. A terrific match played in fine
weather after the loss of the first day
accentuated the worth of playing on
attractive outgrounds, where positive
results and decent attendances, as
opposed to support from the local
council, are often a given.
Hampshire should have triumphed

in that Essex, needing 133 to win, col-
lapsed to 80 for seven. Bopara, how-
ever, capable of playing well forward to
smother the spin, flat-battingBriggs for

six, sweeping Dawson and going back
on his stumps to give himself room to
drive through the covers, brought
about victory.
He was two runs short of a half-

century when Sajid Mahmood struck
Dawson for two successive fours to win
the match. There is reckoned to be a
maturity about Bopara’s batting nowa-
days and Paul Grayson, the Essex
coach, feels that the next three years
will be his most productive. “Everyone
knows he is a class act. He has been a
different player in all formats over the
past six months,” he said.
As Bopara emphasised, there should

be more festival matches on out-
grounds if pitches can be prepared to
assist the spinners as this one was.
“Games can become boring when
seamers are running in all day on green
pitches. I want to see us continue
playing here,” he said.
TheweekatColchester is alwayswell

supported, if not necessarily by the
Borough Council. Essex need more
funding and could do without being
charged for car parking. Their level of
sponsorship is satisfactory, but the situ-
ation has to be reviewed each season.
Hampshire had an overnight lead of

44, yet collapsed after Michael Carber-
ry had reached a half-century with
seven fours and the two sixes he had
struck offMonty Panesar. It was not, in
fact, theEngland spinner,whohasbeen
high-fiving every fielder he can spot in
thismatch, whomade the initial break-
through but Jesse Ryder.
Will Smith, pushing forward,Carber-

ry himself, looking to drive, and James
Vince, aiming to cut, all fell to the New
Zealand all-rounder’s medium pace.
Panesar did not bowl until just before

Cricket
LV= County Championship
Second division: Essex v Hampshire
Colchester (final day of four): Essex (21pts)
beat Hampshire (4) by two wickets
Hampshire: First Innings 246 (A J A Wheater
107, N J Rimmington 65 not out)
Second Innings (overnight 83-1)
M A Carberry c Phillips b Ryder 56
W R Smith c Foster b Ryder 19
J M Vince b Ryder 13
L A Dawson c Foster b Panesar 6
†A J A Wheater c Westley b Panesar 8
S M Ervine c Phillips b Smith 7
M T Coles c Mahmood b Smith 36
N J Rimmington c Phillips b Smith 0
D R Briggs lbw b Smith 0
J A Tomlinson not out 0
Extras (b 8) 8
Total (47.1 overs) 171
Fall of wickets: 1-39, 2-96, 3-109, 4-110, 5-119,
6-130, 7-150, 8-150, 9-164.
Bowling: Napier 2-0-17-0; Ryder 17-10-31-3;
Panesar 11-2-53-2; Phillips 4-0-15-1; Smith
12.1-1-46-4; Browne 1-0-1-0.
Essex: First Innings 285 (R S Bopara 79, J D Ry-
der 69)
Second Innings
T Westley lbw b Briggs 14
N L J Browne st Wheater b Dawson 6
R S Bopara not out 48
J D Ryder c Smith b Briggs 4
*†J S Foster c Wheater b Briggs 0
R N ten Doeschate b Briggs 18
G M Smith c Ervine b Dawson 9
T J Phillips c Ervine b Dawson 1
G R Napier c Coles b Dawson 19
S I Mahmood not out 10
Extras (b 6, lb 1) 7
Total (8 wkts, 32.3 overs) 136
Fall of wickets: 1-21, 2-21, 3-25, 4-29, 5-55,
6-76, 7-80, 8-108.
Bowling:Tomlinson2-0-10-0;Briggs16-5-61-4;
Dawson 14.3-4-58-4.
Umpires: R T Robinson and A K Chaudhary.

Gloucestershire v Derbyshire
Cheltenham (third day of four): Gloucester-
shire,with five second-inningswickets in hand,
are 121 runs ahead of Derbyshire
Gloucestershire: First Innings 356 (WA Tavare
135, W R S Gidman 125; T A I Taylor 5 for 58)
Second Innings
W A Tavare c Cross b Footitt 0
*M Klinger c Wainwright b Footitt 13
A P R Gidman b Taylor 15
H J H Marshall not out 43
I A Cockbain b Palladino 1
W R S Gidman c Madsen b Durston 39
T M J Smith not out 8
Extras (b 9, lb 4, w 1, nb 4) 18
Total (5 wkts, 45 overs) 137
Fall of wickets: 1-12, 2-21, 3-39, 4-40, 5-121.
Bowling: Footitt 10-4-29-2; Palladino 12-3-
27-1; Taylor 8-2-20-1; Wainwright 5-0-33-0;
Hughes 5-3-5-0; Durston 5-0-10-1.
Derbyshire: First Innings (overnight 216-2)
*W L Madsen c Tavare b Howell 80
S Chanderpaul c Klinger b W R S Gidman 73
W J Durston c Marshall b Smith 58
A L Hughes c Rouse b Howell 39
†G D Cross c Howell b Taylor 19
D J Wainwright b Taylor 0
A P Palladino c Rouse b Howell 4
T A I Taylor b Howell 4
M H A Footitt not out 0
Extras (b 9, lb 5) 14
Total (119.3 overs) 372
Fall ofwickets:1-30,2-111,3-228,4-258,5-314,
6-360, 7-363, 8-368, 9-372.
Bowling:WRSGidman 28-11-55-2; Howell 24-
7-68-4; Norwell 22-7-65-0; Smith 18-1-83-1;
Marshall 8-2-21-1; J M R Taylor 19.3-1-66-2.
Umpires: M R Benson and N L Bainton.

Worcestershire v Leicestershire
Worcester (final day of four): Worcestershire
(22pts) beat Leicestershire (5) by 204 runs
Worcestershire: First Innings 321 (DKHMitch-
ell 90, R K Oliver 78)
Second Innings416-8dec (TKohler-Cadmore99,
ANKervezee 75, J Leach 74, SAjmal 53 not out)

Leicestershire: First Innings 280 (G P Smith 85,
D J Redfern 57; S Ajmal 4 for 66)
Second Innings (overnight 56-2)
G P Smith c Fell b Morris 46
D J Redfern c Kohler-Cadmore b Ajmal 29
*J J Cobb c and b Leach 30
†N J O’Brien c Kohler-Cadmore b Morris 57
R M L Taylor c Mitchell b Leach 6
J K H Naik c and b Ajmal 2
J S Sykes b Ajmal 5
N L Buck not out 29
C E Shreck c Leach b Choudhry 18
Extras (b 10, lb 10) 20
Total (75.3 overs) 253
Fall of wickets: 1-44, 2-54, 3-75, 4-113, 5-167,
6-179, 7-182, 8-188, 9-206.
Bowling: Shantry 6-1-28-0; Morris 19-7-53-3;
Leach 19-5-71-3; Ajmal 31-6-81-3; Choudhry
0.3-0-0-1.
Umpires: M J Saggers and P Willey.
How they stand

P W L D Bat Bwl Ded Pts
Worcestershire 11 6 0 5 28 33 0 182
Hampshire 12 4 1 7 33 28 0 160
Surrey 12 4 2 6 29 32 0 155
Essex 12 3 2 7 26 33 0 142
Kent 10 3 3 4 23 24 0 115
Glamorgan 11 2 3 6 24 28 0 114
*Gloucestershire 11 2 3 6 16 25 0 103
*Derbyshire 10 1 4 5 14 24 0 79
Leicestershire 11 0 7 4 25 29 0 74
*does not includeGloucestershire vDerbyshire

First Test match
Sri Lanka v South Africa
Galle (first day of five): South Africa have
scored 268 for five wickets against Sri Lanka
South Africa: First Innings
A N Petersen lbw b Perera 34
D Elgar c Chandimal b Lakmal 103
F du Plessis c Silva b Perera 80
*H M Amla c Perera b Herath 11
A B de Villiers b Lakmal 21
†Q de Kock not out 17
D W Steyn not out 0
Extras (lb 2) 2
Total (5 wkts, 91 overs) 268
J P Duminy, V D Philander, MMorkel and Imran
Tahir to bat.

Fall ofwickets:1-70,2-195,3-220,4-246,5-266.
Bowling: Lakmal 16-6-29-2; Eranga 9-4-32-0;
Herath 37-7-95-1; Mathews 2-0-10-0; Perera
27-3-100-2.
Sri Lanka:WUTharanga, J K Silva, K C Sangak-
kara, DPMDJayawardena, HDRLThirimanne,
*A D Mathews, †L D Chandimal, M D K Perera,
H M R K B Herath, R M S Eranga, R A S Lakmal.
Umpires: B F Bowden (New Zealand) and
R A Kettleborough (England).

NatWest T20 Blast: South division
Surrey v Somerset
Kia Oval (Surrey won toss): Surrey (2pts) beat
Somerset by three wickets
Somerset (balls)
N R D Compton c Roy b Dunn 20 (14)
†M E Trescothick b Tremlett 5 (7)
P D Trego c Batty b Peterson 30 (23)
C A Ingram st Wilson b Ansari 13 (11)
J C Hildreth c Ansari b Dunn 28 (24)
C A J Meschede lbw b Batty 3 (10)
C Overton lbw b Ansari 15 (15)
T D Groenewald b Dunn 5 (8)
*A C Thomas not out 3 (3)
M T C Waller b Azhar 1 (3)
D P Nannes not out 4 (3)
Extras (lb 6, w 1, nb 2) 9
Total (9 wkts, 20 overs) 136
Fall of wickets: 1-22, 2-26, 3-72, 4-76, 5-86,
6-121, 7-128, 8-128, 9-131.
Bowling: Dilshan 1-0-13-0; Sagar 4-0-35-1;
Tremlett 2-0-13-1; Dunn 2-0-8-3; Peterson 3-0-
15-1; Batty 4-0-23-1; Ansari 4-0-23-2.
Surrey (balls)
J J Roy b Nannes 4 (4)
T M Dilshan c Trego b Nannes 29 (23)
K P Pietersen b Waller 39 (28)
*†G C Wilson c Nannes b Waller 15 (16)
S M Davies c Thomas b Groenewald 12 (15)
Azhar Mahmood c Hildreth b Thomas 13 (14)
R J Peterson run out 2 (4)
C T Tremlett not out 11 (8)
Z S Ansari not out 6 (3)
Extras (b 1, lb 3, w 2) 6
Total (7 wkts, 19.1 overs) 137
G J Batty and M P Dunn did not bat.
Fall of wickets: 1-4, 2-70, 3-76, 4-97, 5-105,
6-112, 7-127.

Bowling: Nannes 3.1-0-28-2; Groenewald 4-0-
28-1; Meschede 1-0-10-0; Overton 3-0-27-0;
Thomas 4-0-16-1; Waller 4-0-24-2.
Umpires: M J D Bodenham and N G C Cowley.

Football
Champions League: Second qualifying round,
first leg:LegiaWarsaw1StPatrick’sAthletic 1.

Shooting
Imperial meeting
Bisley: HM The Queen’s Prize: First stage (300,
500 and 600 yards; tie to be shot): equal 1, A
Ringer (Uppingham Veterans) and A Coetzee
(RSA) 105.19pts; 3, J Borland (East of Scotland)
105.18. Qualifying score for second stage:
102.12.ConanDoyle (900yards;six-waytietobe
shot for first place). Grand aggregate (after 10
ex11matches): 1,PKent (Epsomians)626.91; 2,
J Corbett (Aus) 624.91; 3, P Patel (Epsomians)
623.86; 4, BLeCheminant (Jer) 622.88; 5, JWar-
burton (Huddersfield) 622.85. County Champi-
onship Short Range (300 and 600 yards): 1, Sur-
rey 794.114; 2, Ulster 793.119; 3, Hampshire
791.101. County Champsionship Long Range
(900 and 1,000 yards): 1, Hertfordshire 587.55;
2, Nottinghamshire 586.59; 3, London 585.74.

Tennis
ATP Bet-at-home Open
Hamburg: Second round: L Rosol (Cz) bt J Sousa
(Por)6-2,6-4;TKamke(Ger)btFdelBonis (Arg)
6-3, 6-4; L Mayer (Arg) bt G García-López (Sp)
7-6, 7-6; F Krajinovic (Serbia) bt F Fognini (It)
6-4, 6-0; D Lajovic (Serbia) bt C Berlocq (Arg)
6-3, 6-3; A Zverev (Ger) bt M Youzhny (Russ)
7-5, 7-5; P Andújar (Sp) bt T Bellucci (Br) 6-4,
3-6, 6-2;MKlizan (Slovakia) wo G Simon (Fr); D
Brown (Ger) bt F Verdasco (Sp) 4-6, 6-2, 7-6; P
Kohlschreiber (Ger) bt G Elias (Por) 7-5, 6-1.

ATP Claro Open Colombia
Bogota: First round: J Ward (GB) bt M Ebden
(Aus) 6-4, 3-0 ret.

WTA Istanbul Cup
Second round: E Svitolina (Ukr) bt S Vögele
(Switx)6-0,6-3;FSchiavone(It)btBJovanovski

(Serbia) 6-1, 6-4; C Wozniacki (Den) bt K Knapp
(It) 4-6, 6-2, 6-1.

WTA Collector Swedish Open
Bastad:First round:JGörges(Ger)btM-TTorro-
Flor (Sp)6-2, 6-0;MBarthel (Ger)btTMartinco-
va (Cz) 6-4, 6-4; G Dabrowski (Can) bt C Giorgi
(It) 3-6, 6-3, 6-2; J Cepelova (Slovakia) btAKon-
taveit (Est) 6-4, 6-3; S Soler Espinosa (Sp) bt S
Arvidsson (Swe) 6-7, 6-3, 6-3; KMladenovic (Fr)
btKKoukalova(Cz)6-1,6-3;CScheepers (SA)bt
L Siegemund (Ger) 3-6 6-4, 7-5; L Arruabarrena
(Sp) bt A Beck (Ger) 2-6, 6-4, 7-6; Y Putintseva
(Kaz) bt D Pfizenmaier (Ger) 6-3, 4-6, 6-2.

AEGON GB Pro-Series men’s event
Frinton: Second round (Great Britain unless
stated):GCouplandbt JMalik 7-5, 6-0;DRice bt
K Oakley 6-2, 6-1; JWard-Hibbert bt N Pauffley
6-3, 6-3; B Klein bt A Skalsky 6-4, 6-0; J Milton
btRGoodman6-3, 6-0;ECorriebtSRey6-1, 6-2;
A Thornton-Brown bt P Bothwell (Ire) 6-3, 7-6;
M Orton bt J Marsalek 6-4, 6-4.

Results and scoreboards

Football
Europa League: Second qualifying round, first
leg: Lucerne v St Johnstone (6.30). Second leg:
Aberdeen (3) v Groningen (0) (7.45).

Cricket
Second Investec Test match: First day of five
(11.0,90oversminimum):Lord’s:EnglandvIndia.

LV= County Championship: First division: Final
day of four (11.0, 80 overs minimum): Chelten-
ham: Gloucestershire v Derbyshire.

Rugby league
First Utility Super League: Leeds Rhinos v
Castleford Tigers (8.0).

Other sport
Golf: Royal Liverpool GC: The Open.

Fixtures

TIMES PHOTOGRAPHER, GRAHAMMORRIS

Big hit: Ben Slater, the close fielder, can only look on as Gidman strikes a six in
his impressive innings for Gloucestershire against Derbyshire at Cheltenham

LV= County Championship
Ivo Tennant

Colchester: Essex (21pts) beat Hampshire (4) by two
wickets

Essex v Hampshire

6 Saeed Ajmal received a standing
ovation at New Road yesterday
when he led Worcestershire off after
a 204-run win against Leicestershire
that puts them 22 points ahead of
Hampshire at the top of the second
division table (Mark Baldwin
writes). Worcestershire, with six
victories from 11 matches, also have
a game in hand on the three
counties below them. Ajmal, who
leaves for Pakistan today and will
not return this season, finished with
three for 81 — and seven wickets in
the match — as Leicestershire were
bowled out for 253 after resuming
on 56 for two.

noon.Whenhedid, he found some turn
on a worn patch that accounted for
AdamWheater, a century-maker in the
first innings,who edged to slip.Dawson
washeldat thewicketoffone that lifted,
and Greg Smith, bowling off spin, then
took three wickets in nine balls: Sean
Ervine caught at first slip,NathanRim-
mington nicely held at leg slip, and
Briggs leg-before going back.
Hampshire gave Briggs the new ball:

indeed, but for two initial overs from

JamesTomlinson, heandDawsonwere
given all the bowling. This came off in
that Nick Browne was stumped, well
down the pitch, and Tom Westley was
leg-before while sweeping.
Ryder pushed a full-length ball from

Briggs into short leg’s hands, Fosterwas
taken at thewicket andRyan tenDoes-
chate bowled by a ball that Briggs
speared into him.
Greg Smith and Tim Phillips fol-

lowed, but Bopara remained.

Mark Baldwin

Cheltenham (third day of four): Gloucestershire, with
five second-innings wickets in hand, are 121 runs
ahead of Derbyshire

Gloucestershire v
Derbyshire

By any standards, Will Gidman has
become a serious all-rounder. His 125
in the first innings pushed his career
first-class average close to 40, while a
gritty 39 yesterday, taking his
championship run tally for the
summer to 682 at 54.34, helped to
steady a Gloucestershire second
innings that had subsided worryingly
to 40 for four.
Bowling, however, remains his

strong suit, as 38 wickets at 20.78
apiece this season proves, let alone a
career average of 21. Moreover, with a
clutch of Gloucestershire’s other fast
bowlers injured, Gidman, 29, is
assuming even more responsibility. It
is a good job he has broad shoulders,
a rock-solid temperament and, clearly,
a huge appetite for hard work.
When Derbyshire resumed on 216

for two yesterday in reply to
Gloucestershire’s 356, and with
Wayne Madsen and Shivnarine
Chanderpaul resolutely in residence,
the home spectators at this lovely
festival feared the worst — although
nothing really can be wrong with the
world when you are sitting in the sun
on the College Ground’s marquee-
ringed boundary edge nursing a glass
of something chilled.
Running in hard, first with the old

ball and then a second new ball taken
at 248 for three, Gidman set the tone
for a third day on which bowlers
began to gain the upper hand on a
pitch increasingly giving both seam
and spin encouragement.
He had Chanderpaul dropped in

the gully when 55 and, after seeing
Will Tavaré cling on when Madsen,
on 80, aimed a cut at Benny Howell,
he found the Guyanese’s edge again
on 73 to have him brilliantly held
one-handed by Michael Klinger at
second slip. As with the bat later,
after Howell had cleaned up the
Derbyshire tail, Gidman had kept his
side in the game.

Download the Times Sport app
Watch near-live video clips of all the key
moments in the second Test at Lord’s today
Plus Hawk-Eye analysis of every ball bowled
Free with a Times membership
Download it at the App Store or Google Play
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Sport

Epsom
Thunderer
6.10 Echo Brava 7.50 Dalgig
6.45 Conry 8.25 Related
7.15 Red Rubles 8.55 Comanchero
Going: good (good to firm in places)
Draw: no advantage
Racing UK

6.10 Ladies' Handicap
(£4,991: 1m 4f 10y) (10)

1 (8) 4-353 HI NOTE 9 (D) Sheena West 6-10-10 Miss S Doolan (3)
2 (6) 63052 ECHO BRAVA 7 (D) L Dace 4-10-7

Miss Hayley Moore (3)
3 (4) 25332 SAGESSE 9 (B) Sir M Prescott 4-10-6 Miss S Brotherton
4 (9) 32161 JEWELLED 9 (D) Ralph Smith 8-10-6 Miss E Smith (5)
5 (5) 46215 PERTUIS 17 (P,D,BF) M D Hammond 8-10-3

Miss C Walton
6 (7) 56533 NAVE 7 (CD) D Simcock 7-10-2 Miss M Nicholls (5)
7 (2) 06-05 TAPIS LIBRE 34 (P,CD) M W Easterby 6-10-1

Miss Joanna Mason (3)
8 (3) 5-002 EPSOM SALTS 8 (CD) P Phelan 9-9-5

Miss L Dempster (5)
9 (1) 22054 SUPER DUPLEX 1 (T,C,D) R Teal 7-9-5

Miss L Williams (7)
10(10) 31411 LAST MINUTE LISA 7 (C) S Kirk 4-9-5 Mrs C Bartley

7-2 Last Minute Lisa, 5-1 Sagesse, 6-1 Tapis Libre, 7-1 Pertuis, 8-1 Epsom
Salts, 9-1 Echo Brava, Jewelled, 10-1 Hi Note, Nave, 16-1 Super Duplex.

Thunderer’s choice: Echo Brava has hinted that her turn
is close Dangers: Last Minute Lisa, Sagesse

6.45 Claiming Stakes
(£3,234: 7f) (7)

1 (1) 25303 BAYLEYF 14 (P,C) L Carter 5-9-10 K Fox
2 (6) 606-0 CHELWOOD GATE 15 P Chamings 4-9-6 L Keniry
3 (5) 32303 AQUA ARDENS 27 (T) G Baker 6-9-4 P Cosgrave
4 (4) 30115 CONRY 20 (D) I Williams 8-9-4 S Donohoe
5 (2) 2-604 FIDUCIA 24 (D) S Dow 4-8-11 H Bentley
6 (3) 14000 SPEED SOCIETY 9 (B,D) J Boyle 3-8-5 W A Carson
7 (7) 0 TASAABOQ 27 (T) Phil McEntee 3-8-5 D Probert

6-4 Conry, 7-4 Aqua Ardens, 9-2 Bayleyf, 12-1 Chelwood Gate, Fiducia,
20-1 Speed Society, 25-1 Tasaaboq.

Thunderer’s choice: Conry is in form and favoured by the
weights Dangers: Chelwood Gate, Aqua Ardens

7.15 Maiden Stakes
(2-Y-O: £3,881: 7f) (6)

1 (5) 04 FAITHFUL CREEK 26 B Meehan9-5 G Baker
2 (6) 33 RED RUBLES 26 A Balding 9-5 D Probert
3 (4) 362 SILVER RANGER 32 R Hannon 9-5 P Dobbs
4 (1) 66 TUMUT 9 M Channon 9-5 C Bishop (3)
5 (3) WATER THIEF M Johnston 9-5 Martin Lane
6 (2) 60506 MARY ANN BUGG 2 (T) Phil McEntee 9-0 D Brock (5)

5-4 Silver Ranger, 9-4 Red Rubles, 7-2 Water Thief, 11-1 Faithful Creek,
Tumut, 100-1 Mary Ann Bugg.

Thunderer’s choice: Red Rubles has shown plenty in both
his races Dangers: Silver Ranger, Faithful Creek

7.50 Handicap (£5,822: 1m 2f 18y) (7)

1 (7) 56012 JACOB CATS 16 (V,D,BF) W Knight 5-10-0 G Baker
2 (2) 23163 STARWATCH 22 (C,D) J Bridger 7-9-11 W A Carson
3 (3) 6-332 DALGIG 7 (BF) J Osborne 4-9-9 C Hardie (5)
4 (5) -1164 COMPTON BIRD 12 (H,D) P Fitzsimons 5-9-6 D Sweeney
5 (6) -1313 STOCKHILL DIVA 24 (D,BF) B Powell 4-9-5 L Keniry
6 (4) 32000 MUNSARIM 14 (B,D) L Carter 7-9-3 A Quinn
7 (1) -6323 LOCH MA NAIRE 28 (B) E Dunlop 3-8-11 O Murphy

3-1 Stockhill Diva, 7-2 Dalgig, 4-1 Starwatch, 9-2 Jacob Cats, 6-1 Loch Ma
Naire, 10-1 Compton Bird, 20-1 Munsarim.

Thunderer’s choice: Dalgig hinted his turn was close here
last time Dangers: Stockhill Diva, Jacob Cats

8.25 Handicap (£6,469: 7f) (8)

1 (3) -6105 AMADEUS WOLFE TONE 7 (H,B,D) J Osborne 5-10-0
G Baker

2 (7) -1302 COMPTON 12 (T,D) S C Williams 5-9-13 H Bentley
3 (8) 0-323 RELATED 12 (V,D,BF) D Simcock 4-9-12 C Hardie (5)
4 (2) 00560 DR RED EYE 54 (H,P,CD) S Dixon 6-9-8 O Murphy
5 (4) 00000 BROCKLEBANK 18 (CD) S Dow 5-9-6 W Twiston-Davies
6 (1) -1062 ROGUE WAVE 20 (D) T Jarvis 3-9-3 S Hitchcott
7 (5) 36212 INTOMIST 14 (P,D) J Boyle 5-9-1 D Cremin (7)
8 (6) 51321 SHIFTING STAR 17 (T,V,D) J Bridger 9-8-12 W A Carson

3-1 Related, 7-2 Compton, 4-1 Rogue Wave, 5-1 Intomist, 13-2 Amadeus
Wolfe Tone, 10-1 Shifting Star, 11-1 Dr Red Eye, 16-1 Brocklebank.

Thunderer’s choice: Related can benefit from being
equipped with a visor Dangers: Intomist, Compton

8.55 Handicap
(3-Y-O: £4,528: 1m 114y) (7)

1 (7) 0-230 DYNAMIC RANGER 58 G L Moore 9-7 G Baker
2 (1) 453-0 THIS IS THE DAY 35 C Fellowes 9-5 T E Durcan
3 (3) 55042 IMSHIVALLA 14 (H,C) R Fahey 9-5 D Nolan
4 (2) 040 INSPECTOR NORSE 31 S Kirk 9-3 L Keniry
5 (5) 005 CAPMONDE 24 W Knight 8-13 Martin Dwyer
6 (6) -1031 COMANCHERO 5 A Balding 8-12 O Murphy
7 (4) 000-0 ALWAYS RESOLUTE 79 T Jarvis 8-10 S Hitchcott

5-6 Comanchero, 6-1 Capmonde, Inspector Norse, 7-1 Imshivalla,
10-1 Dynamic Ranger, 14-1 This Is The Day, 20-1 Always Resolute.

Thunderer’s choice:Comanchero can followup his fluent
win at Chester Dangers: Imshivalla, Capmonde

Brighton
Thunderer
2.05 See Vermont 4.05 Copper To Gold
2.35 Burning The Clocks 4.35 Picks Pinta
3.05 Iseemist (nap) 5.05 Indian Scout
3.35 Nubar Boy
Going: good to firm
Draw: no advantage
At The Races

2.05 Handicap
(£1,940: 5f 59y) (8)

1 (2) 40602 TIGER'S HOME 9 (D) Miss J Feilden 4-9-5
Shelley Birkett (5)

2 (3) 22062 JOHNNY SPLASH 16 (V,D) R Teal 5-9-3 G Baker
3 (5) 0-06 DIAMOND SOLITAIRE 17 T Jarvis 3-9-3 S Hitchcott
4 (7) 6-403 ASTRAL ROSE 20 (B) J Portman 3-9-2 O Murphy
5 (6) -3562 SEE VERMONT 2 (P) R Bastiman 6-9-1 A Beschizza
6 (4) 40303 SPIC 'N SPAN 17 (H,P,D) R Harris 9-9-0 S Drowne
7 (8) U4650 INTERAKT 22 (B,C,D) J Tuite 7-8-13 Nora Looby (7)
8 (1) 03060 BACK ON BAILEYS 7 (V) John Ryan 3-8-9 R Powell (3)

9-4 Tiger'sHome, 4-1 JohnnySplash, Spic 'n Span, 5-1 SeeVermont, 7-1Astral
Rose, 9-1 Diamond Solitaire, 20-1 Interakt, 33-1 Back On Baileys.

2.35 Median Auction Maiden Stakes
(2-Y-O: £1,940: 5f 213y) (9)

1 (3) 0 ACTIVATION 10 H Morrison 9-5 Hayley Turner
2 (5) 35 BURNING THE CLOCKS 36 (BF) P Chapple-Hyam 9-5S W Kelly
3 (8) 6 FIRST CLASS MAIL 19 M Channon 9-5W Twiston-Davies
4 (9) 5 JARGON 24 Michael Bell 9-5 G Baker
5 (6) 0 TOAST OF NEWBURY 10 J Osborne 9-5 O Murphy
6 (4) 265 AEVALON 13 Eve Johnson Houghton 9-0 P Dobbs
7 (2) 6323 AMBER CRYSTAL 33 J Gallagher 9-0 L Steward (5)
8 (1) 02 LADY CHARLIE 21 J Hughes 9-0 P Prince (5)
9 (7) 04 SPIRIT IN TIME 16 M Saunders 9-0 D Sweeney

5-2 Burning The Clocks, 4-1 Jargon, 9-2 First Class Mail, 11-2 Aevalon, Amber
Crystal, 12-1 Lady Charlie, 20-1 others.

3.05 Handicap (£4,690: 5f 213y) (7)

1 (3) 11421 ISEEMIST 7 (CD) J Gallagher 3-9-13 L Steward (5)
2 (7) 23213 SECRET MILLIONAIRE 2 L Dace 7-9-10

Michael J M Murphy (3)
3 (6) 34052 NOVERRE TO GO 18 (P,CD) R Harris 8-9-10 S Drowne
4 (1) 30155 STORM LIGHTNING 19 (C) W M Brisbourne 5-9-4G Baker
5 (5) 65600 LIONHEART 14 (C,D) P Crate 4-9-3 S W Kelly
6 (2) 10233 PUTIN 3 (E,T,B,D) Phil McEntee 6-9-2 O Murphy
7 (4) 43344 GINZAN 18 (C,D) M Saunders 6-9-1 D Sweeney

7-4 Iseemist, 100-30Noverre ToGo, 4-1 SecretMillionaire, 17-2Ginzan, Putin,
10-1 Storm Lightning, 12-1 Lionheart.

3.35 Handicap (£2,587: 1m 1f 209y) (7)

1 (1) 03053 WHITBY JET 16 (C,D) E Vaughan 6-10-0 C Hardie (5)
2 (7) 26302 NUBAR BOY 21 (P) I Williams 7-10-0 G Downing (5)
3 (4) 14066 SECULAR SOCIETY 20 (P,D) G Baker 4-9-13 P Cosgrave
4 (5) 50130 GABRIAL THE TERROR 5 (CD) D Simcock 4-9-12 L Keniry
5 (2) 0-500 THIRD STRIKE 19 G L Moore 3-8-10 D Sweeney
6 (6) 26655 TUNNEL TIGER 16 (H) W Knight 3-8-5 C Shepherd (7)
7 (3) 0-50B PERMSIRI 18 M Saunders 3-8-0 K O'Neill

3-1Whitby Jet, 7-2 Gabrial The Terror, 9-2Nubar Boy, Third Strike, 6-1 Secular
Society, Tunnel Tiger, 40-1 Permsiri.

4.05 Handicap
(£1,940: 6f 209y) (11)

1 (7) 12540 MILL I AM 28 (D) S C Williams 4-9-7 A Beschizza
2 (5) 50/0- BUXTON 558 (T,CD) R Ingram 10-9-7 R Ingram (7)
3 (1) 05-13 ROYAL CAPER 16 (D) Miss J Ellis 4-9-5 S Donohoe
4 (10) -0045 ANGINOLA 8 (V,C) Mrs L Mongan 5-9-3 A Quinn
5 (8) 50044 DANCING SAL 9 G L Moore 3-9-0 S W Kelly
6 (11) 6-002 COPPER TO GOLD 21 R Bastiman 5-8-12 C Hardie (5)
7 (6) 62606 HIGH ON THE HOG 9 (CD) W M Brisbourne 6-8-12

J Quinn
8 (3) 05066 LADY RAIN 7 R Harris 5-8-12 S Drowne
9 (9) -0002 BIG CITY BOY 9 Phil McEntee 6-8-12 O Murphy
10 (4) 0-043 DARK PHANTOM 18 (T) P Makin 3-8-8 Martin Lane
11 (2) 33456 JAZZ BAY 16 (P) J Bridger 3-8-6 W A Carson

7-2 Copper To Gold, 11-2 Dancing Sal, 6-1 Royal Caper, 13-2 Jazz Bay, 15-2 Big
City Boy, 8-1 Mill I Am, 10-1 Dark Phantom, 12-1 others.

4.35 Handicap (£2,587: 7f 214y) (7)

1 (6) -2004 SWORD OF THE LORD 17 (CD) G Margarson 4-10-0
W Twiston-Davies

2 (5) -4122 PICKS PINTA 6 (C) J Hughes 3-9-4 P Prince (5)
3 (1) 66044 JONNIE SKULL 14 (T,V,C,D) Phil McEntee 8-9-4O Murphy
4 (4) 44003 SIOUXPERHERO 17 (B,D) W Muir 5-9-3 D C Costello
5 (7) 11663 WELSH INLET 9 (C) J Bridger 6-9-1 W A Carson
6 (2) 00-64 JUST ISLA 23 (P,C) P Makin 4-8-11 S Drowne
7 (3) 46260 SEBS SENSEI 33 (P) M Hoad 3-8-11 R Havlin

13-8 Picks Pinta, 100-30 Just Isla, 9-2 Welsh Inlet, 6-1 Siouxperhero,
17-2 Sword Of The Lord, 10-1 Jonnie Skull, 25-1 Sebs Sensei.

5.05 Apprentice Handicap
(£1,940: 1m 3f 196y) (7)

1 (6) 00-60 ELSIE BAY 17 (P) G L Moore 5-9-7 H Crouch (7)
2 (2) /04-6 NO COMPROMISE 132 (P) R Phillips 5-9-0 K Shoemark (7)
3 (5) -3022 CHERRY PRINCESS 16 S C Williams 4-9-0 Aaron Jones (7)
4 (1) 43301 POSTE RESTANTE 20 (D) D Simcock 4-8-13 L Walsh (5)
5 (7) 56234 INDIAN SCOUT 12 (B,D) Anabel Murphy 6-8-8 C Hardie (3)
6 (3) -0054 SIR TYTO 2 (P) P Makin 6-8-8 O Murphy
7 (4) 00500 MAZIJ 36 (D) P Hiatt 6-8-7 Shelley Birkett (3)

2-1 Poste Restante, 11-4 Cherry Princess, 11-2 Indian Scout, 6-1 Mazij,
9-1 Elsie Bay, Sir Tyto, 20-1 No Compromise.

Hamilton Park
Thunderer
2.15 Caigemdar 4.15 Aleksandar
2.45Waffle 4.45 Pull The Pin
3.15 Incurs Four Faults 5.15 Street Boss
3.45 Dolce N Karama
Going: good (good to firm in places)
Draw: 6f, high numbers best
Racing UK

2.15 Maiden Stakes
(2-Y-O: £3,408: 5f 4y) (8)

1 (4) 642 DANOT 8 (BF) K Dalgleish 9-5 T Eaves
2 (7) GURKHA FRIEND Karen McLintock 9-5 G Lee
3 (1) 30 WESTHOUGHTON 7 D O'Meara 9-5 D Tudhope
4 (2) 3 CAIGEMDAR 13 T D Barron 9-0 G Gibbons
5 (6) CATIES DO DAH A Berry 9-0 P P Mathers
6 (3) 4 DARK RECKONING 20 Mrs A Duffield 9-0 P McDonald
7 (5) ENLACE M Johnston 9-0 J Fanning
8 (8) 30 SHOW SPIRIT 58 K A Ryan 9-0 S A Gray (5)

9-4 Caigemdar, Dark Reckoning, 7-2 Danot, 6-1 Enlace, 10-1 Show Spirit,
20-1 Gurkha Friend, Westhoughton, 50-1 Caties Do Dah.

2.45 Claiming Stakes
(£2,045: 6f 5y) (6)

1 (5) 00400 BAPAK MUDA 5 (P,D) K A Ryan 4-9-4 Kevin Stott (5)
2 (6) /0-00 WAFFLE 45 T D Barron 8-9-4 G Gibbons
3 (3) 04-00 FAST FINIAN 17 (P,D) Miss A Stokell 5-9-2 J Fanning
4 (2) 55100 ABSOLUTE BEARING 24 (P,D) T Etherington 5-9-0

P Mulrennan
5 (4) 20056 BIX 5 (B,CD) A Berry 4-8-13 G Lee
6 (1) 201-0 MILLY'S SECRET 100 (P,CD) Mrs A Duffield 3-8-10

P McDonald

5-4 Waffle, 7-4 Fast Finian, 7-2 Milly's Secret, 20-1 Bapak Muda,
33-1 Absolute Bearing, Bix.

3.15 Handicap
(£5,175: 1m 1f 36y) (9)

1 (1) 00236 ARGAKI 11 (CD) K Dalgleish 4-9-13 T Eaves
2 (9) 10240 DANCING COSMOS 29 J Shanahan (Ire) 4-9-13 G Lee
3 (8) 5-420 RED CHARMER 62 (C,BF) Mrs A Duffield 4-9-9

P McDonald
4 (7) 41244 LORD FRANKLIN 9 (C) E Alston 5-9-6 J Hart
5 (6) 4-162 CHAMPAGNE RULES 45 Mrs S Watt 3-9-5 P Aspell
6 (4) 04331 HARD CORE DEBT 5 (C) B Ellison 4-9-4 B A Curtis
7 (2) 5-55 ALMERZEM 15 (T) S Bin Suroor 3-9-0 K Fallon
8 (5) 003-4 PAINTED TAIL 21 (D) G A Swinbank 7-8-12

Stephen Craine
9 (3) 4661P INCURS FOUR FAULTS 5 (D) K Dalgleish 3-8-0

J Fanning

6-4 Almerzem, 9-2 Hard Core Debt, 6-1 Argaki, Incurs Four Faults,
10-1 Dancing Cosmos, 12-1 Champagne Rules, 14-1 Lord Franklin, Red
Charmer, 25-1 Painted Tail.

3.45 Maiden Stakes
(£3,234: 1m 3f 16y) (6)

1 (6) 2-522 LEGAL WAVES 11 (BF) G A Swinbank 4-10-0
B A Curtis

2 (3) 30 ANOTHER LINCOLNDAY 58 T D Barron 3-9-3 G Gibbons
3 (1) 00043 DOLCE N KARAMA 11 J Shanahan (Ire) 3-9-3 G Lee
4 (5) 0 REEFLEX 75 E Alston 3-9-3 J Hart
5 (2) 46 HATTON SPRINGS 12 W S Coltherd 3-8-12

G Whillans (5)
6 (4) 0 PAL ELLA 31 K Dalgleish 3-8-12 T Eaves

4-5 Legal Waves, 6-4 Dolce N Karama, 10-1 Another Lincolnday, 20-1 Reeflex,
33-1 Pal Ella, 50-1 Hatton Springs.

4.15 Handicap
(£6,469: 1m 5f 9y) (8)

1 (8) 0-123 DARK RULER 85 (BF) G A Swinbank 5-10-0 B A Curtis
2 (3) 0-020 O MA LAD 64 (CD) J J Quinn 6-9-13 P Makin
3 (4) 33230 HIGH OFFICE 22 R Fahey 8-9-11 G Chaloner (3)
4 (1) 43141 ALEKSANDAR 16 (C) J Goldie 5-9-4 G Lee
5 (5) 15-6 EMIRATES GALLOPER 34 (P) S Bin Suroor 3-9-1

K Fallon
6 (7) 0-135 A SOUTHSIDE BOY 33 (H,CD) J Goldie 6-8-9 T Eaves
7 (6) 5-110 PITON 47 M Johnston 3-8-8 J Fanning
8 (2) -6564 SNOW SQUALL 6 M Johnston 3-8-8 P Mulrennan

5-2 Emirates Galloper, 9-2 Aleksandar, 5-1 Snow Squall, 6-1 Dark Ruler, High
Office, 10-1 A Southside Boy, O Ma Lad, 12-1 Piton.

4.45 Handicap
(£1,940: 5f 4y) (10)

1 (2) 56060 PABUSAR 28 Miss A Stokell 6-9-10 J Fanning
2 (7) 600-4 MANDY LAYLA 93 (C,D) B Smart 4-9-8 P Mulrennan
3 (6) 43646 PULL THE PIN 21 (T,B,CD,BF) Miss A Stokell 5-9-7

Shirley Teasdale (5)
4 (4) 1-000 FOL HOLLOW 12 (CD) W S Coltherd 9-9-5 G Whillans (5)
5 (8) 04000 CHLOE'S DREAM 3 (H,D) Miss L Perratt 4-9-3

Kevin Stott (5)
6 (3) 23515 ROCK CANYON 5 (CD,BF) Miss L Perratt 5-9-2

P McDonald
7 (10) 5600- STONEACRE OSKAR 209 (C) P Grayson 5-8-13 G Lee
8 (9) 54600 BUSY BIMBO 2 (B,CD) A Berry 5-8-11 G Chaloner (3)
9 (1) 05250 ISHETOO 21 (D) P Grayson 10-8-10 T Eaves
10 (5) 0-000 WICKED WILMA 11 (CD) A Berry 10-8-10 P P Mathers

7-2Mandy Layla, 9-2 Rock Canyon, 6-1 Chloe's Dream, Fol Hollow, Pull The Pin,
8-1 Busy Bimbo, 10-1 Pabusar, Stoneacre Oskar, 14-1 others.

5.15 Handicap
(3-Y-O: £1,940: 1m 65y) (8)

1 (7) 50030 HELEN'S ARMADA 29 J Shanahan (Ire) 9-7 G Lee
2 (2) 04141 DARK CRYSTAL 3 (D) Miss L Perratt 9-7

Kevin Stott (5)
3 (1) 053 ARCHIE'S ADVICE 36 K Dalgleish 9-4 T Eaves
4 (5) 00332 STREET BOSS 13 (P) T Easterby 8-12 D Fentiman
5 (6) 46-05 PADDY'S ROCK 15 (H) Mrs A Duffield 8-10 P McDonald
6 (3) 35002 HER RED DEVIL 16 R Fahey 8-10 G Chaloner (3)
7 (4) 0-400 SHIFTIN BOBBINS 62 M Dods 8-8 P Mulrennan
8 (8) 35000 TORRIDON 36 M Johnston 8-2 J Fanning

9-4 Dark Crystal, 5-1 Archie's Advice, 6-1 Her Red Devil, Torridon, 8-1 Street
Boss, 9-1 Helen's Armada, Shiftin Bobbins, 10-1 Paddy's Rock.

Blinkered first time: Doncaster 9.10 Interconnection.
Epsom 6.45 Speed Society. 8.25 Related. 6Rob Wright is away.

Bet of the day

Iseemist (3.05 Brighton)
Emphatic winner at Epsom a week
ago and 6lb penalty is unlikely to
prevent another bold bid.

Gallopin win testifies to
strides made by French
Tour de France
Owen Slot Oyonnax

Bastille Day has been and gone, but
somehow the French are still in their
own story. They have not staged a
one-day cameo this time, they haven’t
ridden for glory just on their public
holiday, they have not, for the first time
in a long while, simply provided the
organisation, the mountains, the
Arcadian scenery and the grumpy gen-
darmes and left the rest of the world to
dog it out for the yellow jersey.
With perfect timing, in every sense,

Tony Gallopin, the 26-year-old Pari-
sian, jumped ahead of the leaders yes-
terday with three kilometres to go and
grimly held on all the way. He held off
Peter Sagan, the Slovak, which was a
considerable achievement. As for the
timing, his stage win coincided with a
rare show of national confidence in
L’Equipe yesterday morning, which
splashed three French riders on its
front page with the headline “This year
or never”.
The Tour is Wimbledon for the

French. Their event, their envy of the
sporting world, and the one they can-
not win. Only now do they believe that
theymayhave anAndyMurrayof their
own. No pressure, boys. Gallopin, who
has alreadyworn the yellow jersey for a
day this year—yes, Bastille Day— lies
fifth in the General Classification

ranking, but is not even listed as one of
the three. The “uninhibited three”, as
they are called, are Romain Bardet
(placed fourth), Thibaut Pinot (sixth)
and Jean-Christophe Peraud (eighth).
You have to wind back decades for a

top ten that looked so French. The last
French winner was Bernard Hinault in

1985; the last Frenchman even to make
the podium was Richard Virenque in
1997.And stop smirking thosewhohave
enjoyed their serial failure; in France,
the French reclaiming their own
territory has a huge and rich appeal
that, only tentatively, is anyone really
prepared to consider.
The “uninhibited” is a reference to

the state of the race. There is no Chris
Froome or Alberto Contador, and
Nairo Quintana; the gifted young
Colombian won the Giro d’Italia
instead. So the opportunity is now.
That, though, might be a little hard

on them. Bardet is 23 years old. Pinot is
24. Pinot finished in the top ten in 2012
and claimed a stage victory when he
was the youngest rider in the race.
These young men come branded as
“future talent”, they are not just one-off
glory-hunters when there is a weak
field.
They are not alone, either. Bryan

Coquard, the 22-year-old former track
rider, is second in the points classifica-
tion. The points race, plus three sprint
stages in the Giro in May, was won by
Nacer Bouhanni, another Frenchman,
who is 23.
Is this just a happy coincidence or a

genuinebreakthrough?There is reason
to believe it may be the latter.
There have been plenty of good

young ’uns before, but they have failed
tomake the successful transfer into the

professional ranks. Why? Part of it is
simply the drugs. After the Festina
affair in 1998, anti-doping in French
cycling was taken seriously while else-
where it was ignored; now that there is
at least a level-ish playing field, French
riders can compete and, what is more,
they are starting to believe it.
What has held them back? Some

would say the French teams. They try
to keep a very strong French identity,
which raises disproportionately the
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FS Saint-Étienne
187.5km

A transition stage taking the peloton
through the Rhône valley before a
rolling finish into Saint-Étienne. With
only a category four climb as a final
obstacle, it could be another day for
the sprinters
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Gallic charge: Gallopin wins the 11th

Rosberg handed pay
rise to match Hamilton
Motor racing Nico Rosberg, the
Mercedes driver who leads the
Formula One World Drivers’
Championship, has earned a new
contract in the build-up to this
weekend’s German Grand Prix.
Mercedes are said to have handed
the 29-year-old, a significant pay
increase to recognise his
performances and to bring him
into line with the near-£20million
salary being paid to Lewis
Hamilton, his team-mate.

Elgar hits high note
Cricket Dean Elgar, the opener,
scored a superb century yesterday
as South Africa reached 268 for
five on the opening day of the
first Test against Sri Lanka in
Galle. Elgar hit 11 fours and three
sixes during his 187-ball 103 and
was supported well by Faf du
Plessis, who struck 80. However,
there was respite for Sri Lanka,
who hit back in the final session
with four wickets as South Africa
suffered a middle-order slump.

Williams retains coach
Tennis Patrick Mouratoglou will
be staying as Serena Williams’s
coach but admitted that the world
No1 was going through a
“difficult” time. She was beaten in
the third round at Wimbledon by
Alizé Cornet, of France, and
retired from a doubles match,
barely able to serve. “After
Wimbledon, we had many hours
of discussions and have restarted
our work,” her coach said.
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Sport

Catterick
Going: good to firm

2.00 (5f 212yd) 1, Izzthatright (T Hamilton,
11-4); 2,Madamoiselle Bond (13-2); 3,Miami
Carousel (Evens fav). 6 ran. NR: Horsforth,
Toni’s A Star. Ol, ns. R Fahey.
2.30 (5f 212yd) 1, Logans Lad (J F McDonald,
11-2); 2, Tuibama(16-1); 3,Greenbury (33-1).
Dodina 100-30 fav. 12 ran. 3Nl, 2Nl.
D Loughnane.
3.00 (5f) 1, Innocently (D Tudhope, 3-1);
2, Noble Asset (2-1 fav); 3, Fuel Injection
(9-2). 7 ran. 2Ol, 1Nl. D O’Meara.
3.30 (1m3f 214yd) 1, Indira (RWinston, 7-2);
2, Flying Cape (7-1); 3, Chivers (9-2). Stout
Cortez (4th) 9-4 fav. 6 ran. NR: Crakehall Lad.
1l, 2Nl. John Berry.
4.00 (5f 212yd) 1, Lady Frances (J Fanning,
8-1); 2, Go Far (9-2); 3, Dark Castle (3-1 fav).
8 ran. NR: Powerful Presence. 2l, 1l.
M Johnston.
4.30 (7f) 1, Rust (P McDonald, 7-1); 2, Show-
time Star (4-1); 3, Irondale Express (8-13
fav). 7 ran. Nk, 1l. Mrs A Duffield.
5.00 (1m 3f 214yd) 1, Hyperlink (Mr Alex
Ferguson, 8-1); 2,Merchant OfMedici (11-2);
3, Rockabilly Riot (12-1). Gios Last 11-4 fav.
14 ran. 5l, 3Ol. M Bell.
Placepot: £1,450.90.
Quadpot: £39.80.

Lingfield Park
Going: standard

2.10 (6f 1yd) 1, L’addition (T E Durcan, 16-1);
2, Primrose Valley (3-1); 3, Its Lady Mary
(50-1). Local Time (4th) 5-4 fav. 9 ran. NR:
Belle Dormant, Quite Smart,World Fair. 1Nl,
nk. W Jarvis.
2.40 (1m 4f) 1, Leaderene (S De Sousa, 4-9
fav); 2, Whispering Star (7-2); 3, Sound Of
Life (10-1). 6 ran. NR: Flying Author. 8l, 2Nl.
M Johnston.
3.10 (1m 7f 169yd) 1, Mick Duggan (J Crow-
ley, 7-2); 2, Bold Runner (7-4 fav); 3, Annalu-
na (7-2). 7 ran. Hd, 8l. R Beckett.
3.40 (1m 1yd) 1, Tenor (A Kirby, 11-4);
2, Monsieur Chevalier (6-1); 3, Snow Trouble
(6-1). Knavery (4th) 9-4 fav. 11 ran. 1Nl, Kl.
J Ryan.
4.10 (6f 1yd) 1, Majestic Song (Robert Tart,
8-1); 2, Mimi Luke (16-1); 3, Kodafine (5-4
fav). 9 ran. NR: Artemis, Tahchee, Value. 2Ol,
sh hd. J Toller.
4.40 (1m 4f) 1, Clear Mind (W Buick, Evens
fav); 2, Courageous Rock (10-1); 3, Robertson
(25-1). 13 ran. NR: Undress. 2Ol, 2Ol.
J Gosden.
5.10 (1m 2f) 1, Glennten (Mr Will Pettis, 7-4
fav); 2, Flag Of Glory (7-1); 3, Estibdaad
(25-1). 11 ran. 1l, 4l. J Santos.

5.45 (1m 2f) 1, Edgware Road (Miss B Ham-
pson, 3-1); 2, OliversMount (7-4 fav); 3, Rock
Band (4-1). 9 ran. NR: Diletta Tommasa. 3Kl,
4l. Andrew Turnell.
Placepot: £39.90.
Quadpot: £10.80.

Uttoxeter
Going: good (good to firm in places)

2.20 (2m 4f 110yd hdle) 1, The Snappy Poet
(Matt Griffiths, 7-1); 2, Lucky Cody (5-2);
3, Gran Maestro (9-4 jt-fav). Admiral Hawke
(pu) 9-4 jt-fav. 7 ran. Sh hd, 24l. J Scott.
2.50 (2m hdle) 1, Nathans Pride (R Johnson,
8-15 fav); 2, Camachoice (16-1); 3, Con Forza
(20-1). 7 ran. 17l, 6l. Tim Vaughan.
3.20 (2m hdle) 1, Tender Surprise (Trevor
Whelan, 9-2); 2, Yasir (11-8 fav); 3, Phase
Shift (2-1). 5 ran. Nk, 4l. N King.
3.50 (3mch)1,RogueDancer (TrevorWhelan,
3-1 fav); 2, Big Sound (7-2); 3, Spanish
Optimist (4-1). 11 ran. 12l, 1l. Mrs L Hill.
4.20 (3m hdle) 1, On The Record (A P McCoy,
Evens fav); 2, Bangkok Pete (25-1); 3, Dais
Return (11-4). 8 ran. Nk, 2Ol. Jonjo O’Neill.
4.50 (2m4f ch) 1,River Purple (PaulMoloney,
6-1); 2, Lemon’sGent (9-2); 3, That’sTheDeal
(20-1). Sedgemoor Express (4th) 11-4 fav.
7 ran. 2l, nk. J Mackie.

5.20 (2m flat) 1, Bumble Bay (T J O’Brien,
12-1); 2, Hear The Chimes (14-1); 3, Arbore-
tum (28-1). Mr Burgees (5th) 9-4 fav. 9 ran.
1Kl, 7l. Robert Stephens.
Placepot: £30.20. Quadpot: £6.00.

Sandown Park
Going: good to firm
6.00 (5f 6yd) 1, Royal Brave (M Dwyer, 8-1); 2,
Amahoro (7-2); 3, Mr Dandy Man (16-1).
Groundworker3-1fav.9ran.1Kl,1Kl.WRMuir.
6.35 (7f 16yd) 1,Biotic (AndreaAtzeni, 5-1 jt-
fav); 2, White Russian (12-1); 3, Ajig (25-1).
Adore 5-1 jt-fav. 14 ran. NR: No Refund,
Racing’s Dream. ns, 1Ol. B R Millman.
7.10 (7f 16yd) 1, Taper Tantrum (R L Moore,
10-11 fav); 2, Clever Love (66-1); 3, RedRebel
(5-2). 11 ran. NR: Midtech Star, Sister Of
Mercy. 2Ol, Kl. M L W Bell.
7.40 (1m 14yd) 1, Billingsgate (W Buick, 85-
40); 2, George Cinq (6-4 fav); 3, Tigers Tale
(8-1). 7 ran. NR: Ishikawa. Nk,Ol. C Appleby.
8.15 (1m2f7yd)1,HighChurch (JamesDoyle,
5-1); 2, Loving Home (11-2); 3, Beakers N
Num Nums (10-1). Rapid Advance 9-4 fav.
9 ran. NR: All Talk N No Do, Mr Greenspan.
Sh hd, 3l. R Charlton.
8.50 (1m 6f) 1, Needless Shouting (S Hitch-
cott, 16-1); 2, Frederic Chopin (14-1);
3, Peacemaker (8-1). Hallbeck (4th) 11-4 fav.
10 ran. Hd, 4Kl. M R Channon.

Jackpot: Not won. Pool of £10,282.59 carried
forward to Doncaster today.
Placepot: £588.90. Quadpot: £54.80.

Worcester
Going: good to firm (good in places (wa-
tered))
5.50 (2m 110yd) 1, Fairyinthewind (Brendan
Powell, 9-2); 2, Elsafeer (6-4 fav); 3, Faustina
Pius (4-1). 4 ran. NR: Barrison. 4Kl, 2l. B G
Powell.
6.20 (2m 7f) 1, Quinsman (A Thornton, 7-2);
2, Old Pals Act (9-4 fav); 3, Ned The Post
(9-2). 6 ran. 4l, 13l. Mrs Caroline Bailey.
6.55 (2m)1,Cresswell Prince (SeanBowen, 5-4
fav); 2, Vinceson (11-1); 3, Storme Ahead
(16-1).5ran.NR:GoingForGold.4l,6l.PBowen.
7.25 (2m)1,Spieta (DCCostello, 7-1); 2,Hon-
our A Promise (16-1); 3, My Nosy Rosy (11-8
fav). 11 ran. Hd, 11l. J J Quinn.
7.55 (2m4f) 1, Fintan (R TDunne, 7-2); 2, The
Omen (6-1); 3, TheRight Time (50-1); 4, Duke
Special (66-1). Crannaghmore Boy 9-4 fav.
16 ran. 11l, 1l. Mrs L J Young.
8.30 (2m 7f) 1, Garnock (T Scudamore,
11-10); 2, Man Of Steel (5-6 fav); 3, Milan Of
Hope (25-1). 4 ran. NR: Thespis Of Icaria.
1N, 53l. D G Bridgwater.
9.00 (2m 4f) 1,Weather Babe (T Scudamore,
11-8 fav); 2, Gracchus (9-4); 3, Dark And Dan-
gerous (10-1). 4 ran. 7l, 24l. D Pipe.
Placepot: £56.10. Quadpot: £9.60.

Yesterday’s racing results

Leicester
Thunderer
2.25 British Embassy (nb)4.25Mustadaam
2.55 Chess Valley 4.55Wall Street Boss
3.25 Arod 5.25 Penina
3.55 Perfect Persuasion
Going: good to firm (good in places)
Draw: no advantage At The Races

2.25 Handicap (2-Y-O: £2,587: 7f 9y) (7)

1 (7) 000 GROOR 26 J Tate 9-7 R L Moore
2 (3) 0134 MYLAPORYOURS 55 B Millman 9-5 A Atzeni
3 (1) 4352 BRITISH EMBASSY 9 (BF) Eve Johnson Houghton 8-12J Fortune
4 (6) 450 GO WHITE LIGHTNING 23 P D Evans 8-6 N Garbutt (5)
5 (4) 560 MR SHEKELLS 27 P McBride 8-4 D Brock (5)
6 (5) 0006 FRAMLEY GARTH 19 D Elsworth 8-3 P Sirigu
7 (2) 01 CAFE CORTADO 35 (D) K Burke 8-0 J Haynes (3)

9-4 Groor, 3-1 British Embassy, 9-2 Cafe Cortado, Mylaporyours, 8-1 others.

2.55 Selling Stakes (3-Y-O: £1,940: 7f 9y) (5)
1 (3) 04404 EL DUQUE 9 (T,P,D) W G M Turner 9-9 R While (5)
2 (1) -5005 VODKA TIME 63 P D Evans 9-9 A Kirby
3 (5) 0-503 CHESS VALLEY 6 (H,C) Rae Guest 9-4 T Queally
4 (4) 0-304 BISHAN BEDI 35 W Jarvis 9-3 Martin Dwyer
5 (2) GOOD TO REMEMBER Mrs R Carr 8-12 J Sullivan

11-8 Chess Valley, 7-4 Bishan Bedi, 5-1 Vodka Time, 8-1 others.

3.25 Conditions Stakes
(3-Y-O: £7,561: 1m 1f 218y) (3)

1 (1) 3-124 AROD 40 (D) P Chapple-Hyam 9-3 J P Spencer
2 (2) 3-006 SIR JACK LAYDEN 7 D Brown 9-3 R L Moore
3 (3) 1-16 SPARK PLUG 28 B Meehan 9-3 J Fortune

1-3 Arod, 7-2 Spark Plug, 10-1 Sir Jack Layden.

3.55 Handicap
(3-Y-O Fillies’: £6,301: 7f 9y) (7)

1 (7) 21-3 PERFECT PERSUASION 36 (D,BF) W Haggas 9-7R L Moore
2 (6) 52-65 THREETIMESALADY 12 Sir M Prescott 9-7 Rosie Jessop (3)
3 (3) 421 LAFTAH 22 (H,D) R Varian 9-6 P Hanagan
4 (2) 4-006 VALEN 48 Michael Bell 9-5 T Queally
5 (1) 54-0 REDINHA 18 Clive Cox 9-4 A Kirby
6 (5) 2144 JOIE DE REVE 22 (H,D) D Simcock 9-1 J P Spencer
7 (4) -5210 RELATION ALEXANDER 19 (D) P D'Arcy 9-1 M Harley

13-8 Perfect Persuasion, 7-2 Laftah, 5-1 Joie De Reve, 13-2 Redinha,
8-1 Relation Alexander, 12-1 Threetimesalady, 16-1 Valen.

4.25 Maiden Stakes
(3-Y-O: £3,881: 1m 1f 218y) (7)

1 (3) 62-36 CONQUERANT 49 (P) C Appleby 9-5 W Buick
2 (6) 0 CROWDED 13 (BF) C Appleby 9-5 A Kirby
3 (4) 0-240 MOONTOWN 33 C Hills 9-5 R Winston
4 (5) 5-423 MUSTADAAM 13 B Meehan 9-5 P Hanagan
5 (7) BLESS MY BEAUTY M Murphy 9-0 Doubtful
6 (1) 00 BOWBERRY 35 Clive Cox 9-0 R Tate (3)
7 (2) HAYDN'S LASS M Tregoning 9-0 Martin Dwyer

2-1 Mustadaam, 100-30 Crowded, 4-1 Conquerant, 5-1 Haydn's Lass,
6-1 Moontown, 20-1 Bowberry.

4.55 Handicap (£2,587: 1m 3f 183y) (6)
1 (6) 1-024 WALL STREET BOSS 19 (P,BF) J Fanshawe 4-9-7F Tylicki
2 (3) 15013 ROYAL MARSKELL 8 (CD,BF) A Hutchinson 5-9-5 J Sullivan
3 (4) /0-00 DOUGAL PHILPS 8J Dr R Newland 5-9-5 J Fortune
4 (2) 40-50 GUILDED SPIRIT 23 W S Kittow 4-9-2 Michael J Murphy (3)
5 (1) 5-314 ATALANTA BAY 26 (D) M Tregoning 4-9-1Martin Dwyer
6 (5) 4-065 SAINT THOMAS 21 (D,BF) J Mackie 7-8-12 F Norton

5-2 Wall Street Boss, 3-1 Atalanta Bay, 5-1 Royal Marskell, 11-2 others.

5.25 Apprentice Handicap
(£1,940: 5f 218y) (13)

1 (2) 5551- GREEK SPIRIT 278 (D) A McCabe 4-10-0 A Hesketh (3)
2 (13) 200-0 AVERTOR (D) R Stephens 8-9-13 Rob J Fitzpatrick
3 (12) -6201 LOGANS LAD 1 (T,V) D Loughnane 4-10-2 (6ex) L Day (5)
4 (1) -5203 PENINA 20 B Ellison 3-9-9 Megan Carberry
5 (9) 50000 NEW RICH 15 (P,D) Eve Johnson Houghton 4-9-9 R While
6 (5) 420-0 MONTE VISO 19 W S Kittow 3-9-6 P Millman
7 (8) 54233 CONSISTANT 15 (D) B Baugh 6-9-5 Joe Doyle
8 (4) 6-100 MINTY JONES 14 (V,D) M Mullineaux 5-9-4 L Stones (5)
9 (3) 20564 HAADEETH 6 (T,B,D) P D Evans 7-9-3 H Doyle (3)
10(10) 6-200 DIVERTIMENTI 7 (B,CD) S R Bowring 10-9-2Gemma Tutty
11(11) 6024U DYLAN'S CENTENARY 18 (BF) B Millman 3-9-1

S Killoran (5)
12 (6) 46250 VERY FIRST BLADE 9 (P,D) M Mullineaux 5-8-12Jenny Powell
13 (7) 535-0 NOBLE REACH 13 Mrs D Sanderson 3-8-9 J Nason

4-1 Penina, 5-1 Greek Spirit, 6-1 Consistant, 7-1 Dylan's Centenary,
8-1 Logans Lad, New Rich, 10-1 Avertor, 14-1 Haadeeth, 16-1 others.

Doncaster
Thunderer
5.55 Prigsnov Dancer 8.10 Osaila
6.30 Tarando 8.40 Endless Credit
7.00 Astrelle 9.10 Charlie Wells
7.35 Corporal Maddox
Going: good to firm Tote Jackpot meeting
Draw: no advantage At The Races

5.55 Apprentice Handicap (£2,587: 5f) (8)

1 (8) 25400 KUANYAO 15 (B,D) C Dore 8-10-0 J Vaughan
2 (3) 00503 BURREN VIEW LADY 13 (E) T Easterby 4-10-0

Rachel Richardson (3)
3 (7) 40000 LOST IN PARIS 12 (D) T Coyle 8-9-11 Laura Barry
4 (4) 64146 PRIGSNOV DANCER 35 (D) Mrs D Sanderson 9-9-7D A Parkes (3)
5 (5) 0-200 PASTUREYES 50 (P) S Dixon 4-9-6 M Hopkins
6 (1) 11106 FATHOM FIVE 2 (D) Shaun Harris 10-9-5 Josh Quinn (5)
7 (6) 03625 YOUR GIFTED 119 (D) Mrs L Williamson 7-9-0

Claire Murray (5)
8 (2) 02043 DANCING MAITE 7 (B) S R Bowring 9-8-12

Alistair Rawlinson

11-4 Burren View Lady, 4-1 Prigsnov Dancer, 5-1 Dancing Maite, Fathom Five,
7-1 Your Gifted, 8-1 Kuanyao, 14-1 Lost In Paris, Pastureyes.

6.30 Nursery Handicap
(2-Y-O Fillies’: £3,881: 6f) (7)

1 (7) 0100 CAJOLING 19 J Portman 9-7 J P Spencer
2 (3) 210 POLAR VORTEX 29 Clive Cox 9-4 A Kirby
3 (5) 1 NEW PROVIDENCE 19 H Palmer 9-4 R L Moore
4 (6) 216 MECCA'S MIRAGE 13 M Dods 9-2 C Beasley (3)
5 (4) 010 GOLD WALTZ 27 (D) R Beckett 8-9 J Crowley
6 (2) 043 TARANDO 61 Michael Bell 8-8 A Atzeni
7 (1) 4466 JERSEY BELLE 42 M Channon 8-6 P Pilley (7)

7-2 New Providence, Polar Vortex, 9-2 Gold Waltz, 11-2 Cajoling, 6-1 others.

7.00 Maiden Fillies' Stakes
(2-Y-O: £2,911: 7f) (13)

1 (5) 5 ADELASIA 32 C Appleby 9-0 W Buick
2 (4) ANNIVERSARIE J Norton 9-0 J Butterfield (5)
3 (7) 03 ASTRELLE 32 M Botti 9-0 M Harley
4 (2) CHANSON DE MARINS J Holt 9-0 F Norton
5 (9) 5 HOORAYFORHOLLYWOOD 48 Sir M Stoute 9-0

R L Moore
6 (3) LADY D'S ROCK Clive Cox 9-0 A Kirby
7 (1) 6 LASHKAAL 48 (BF) J Gosden 9-0 P Hanagan
8 (10) MAHSOOBA E Dunlop 9-0 Dane O'Neill
9 (11) MEADOW CROSS T Easterby 9-0 A Elliott
10(12) 0 MIKANDY 23 Clive Cox 9-0 R Tate (3)
11 (6) ROXIE LOT Mrs P Sly 9-0 J Fahy
12 (8) 33 THREE ROBINS 22 R Hannon 9-0 S Levey
13(13) 4 YA LATIF 23 R Varian 9-0 A Atzeni

11-4 Ya Latif, 9-2 Adelasia, Lashkaal, 11-2 Astrelle, Hoorayforhollywood,
13-2 Three Robins, 12-1 Lady D's Rock, 20-1 Mahsooba, 33-1 others.

7.35 Classified Stakes
(£7,762: 7f) (8)

1 (6) 52553 APOSTLE 6 (D) D Simcock 5-9-3 J P Spencer
2 (2) 12650 CORPORAL MADDOX 14 (H,P,D) R Harris 7-9-3

A Kirby
3 (7) 300-0 JAMMY GUEST 27 (D) G Margarson 4-9-3 K Fallon
4 (3) -2210 JOHNNY CAVAGIN 34 (T,C,D) Richard Guest 5-9-3

P Hanagan
5 (8) 50-11 KING TORUS 44 (D) Mrs R Carr 6-9-3 J Sullivan
6 (1) 211-0 PIPERS NOTE 19 R Whitaker 4-9-3 R L Moore
7 (4) 5-006 SMARTY SOCKS 19 (CD) D O'Meara 10-9-3 D Tudhope
8 (5) 164-0 BADR AL BADOOR 126 (C) J Fanshawe 4-9-0 T Queally

11-4 King Torus, 4-1 Apostle, 11-2 Johnny Cavagin, Pipers Note, 13-2 Smarty
Socks, 8-1 Badr Al Badoor, 10-1 Jammy Guest, 12-1 Corporal Maddox.

8.10 Novice Stakes (2-Y-O: £6,469: 6f) (5)
1 (2) 610 BILLYOAKES 5 M Channon 9-7 M Harley
2 (4) 12 GEORDIE GEORGE 21 (D) J J Quinn 9-7 Joe Doyle (7)
3 (3) 21 SUREWECAN 16 (D) M Johnston 9-7 F Norton
4 (1) 2201 COMMANDER PATTEN 8 (D) A Bailey 9-4 R L Moore
5 (5) 25 OSAILA 27 R Hannon 8-9 L Dettori

6-4 Osaila, 11-4 Surewecan, 7-2 Geordie George, 5-1 Commander Patten,
10-1 Billyoakes.

8.40 Handicap (£5,175: 1m 2f 60y) (12)
1 (4) 2352- L'ORFEO S Bin Suroor 4-9-7 K Fallon
2 (10) 22200 KASHMIR PEAK 62 (D) J J Quinn 5-9-7 I Brennan
3 (12) 311-5 ODIN 190 (D) D Cantillon 6-9-6 Dane O'Neill
4 (3) 13-00 ENDLESS CREDIT 22 (D) L Cumani 4-9-5 A Atzeni
5 (2) 04022 ICEBUSTER 18 (D) B Millman 6-9-4 P Millman (7)
6 (6) 1240/ GABRIAL THE HERO 698 (BF) D Simcock 5-9-2 J P Spencer
7 (5) 60162 KINGSCROFT 12 M Herrington 6-9-2 J Butterfield (5)
8 (7) 42311 PERFECT CRACKER 17 (D) Clive Cox 6-9-2 R Tate (3)
9 (9) 06405 KARAM ALBAARI 17 (D) J Jenkins 6-9-1 F Tylicki
10 (1) -1065 CORREGGIO 25 (D) M D Hammond 4-8-12 F Norton
11 (8) 2/64- RED INCA 407 (D) B Ellison 6-8-11 D Swift
12(11) -0040 PROPHESY 34 (P) T Easterby 5-8-7 A Elliott

7-2 Endless Credit, 5-1 Perfect Cracker, L'Orfeo, 8-1 Correggio, 9-1 others.

9.10 Handicap (3-Y-O: £2,587: 1m 2f 60y) (8)
1 (8) 0-44 LIL ROCKERFELLER 24 R Hannon 9-7 S Levey
2 (1) -6612 CHARLIE WELLS 15 Eve Johnson Houghton 9-6 J Fahy
3 (2) 06-12 DERBYSHIRE 14 (BF) K A Ryan 9-6 J P Spencer
4 (4) 14-45 ARISTOCRACY 12 (D) M Channon 9-3 P Pilley (7)
5 (6) -3233 INTERCONNECTION 17 (B) E Vaughan 9-2 R Kingscote
6 (5) 402 FAR RANGING 23 J Camacho 8-12 B McHugh
7 (7) 030 FRESH KINGDOM 31 (P) J Fanshawe 8-9 S W Kelly
8 (3) -6006 OFELIA 12 B Ellison 8-2 J Garritty (5)

5-2 Derbyshire, 4-1 Charlie Wells, 5-1 Interconnection, 6-1 others.

Course specialists

Brighton: Trainer D Simcock, 18 from 45, 40.0%.
Jockey C Hardie, 3 from 13, 23.1%.

Doncaster: Trainer R Varian, 16 from 67, 23.9%.
JockeyW Buick, 34 from 142, 23.9%.

Epsom: Trainers Sir M Prescott, 11 from 25, 44%;
S Dixon, 4 from 14, 28.6%. Jockeys S Donohoe, 3
from 17, 17.6%; D Sweeney, 4 from 23, 17.4%.

Hamilton Park: Trainer K A Ryan, 35 from 150,
23.3%. Jockey J Fanning, 44 from 182, 24.2%.

Leicester: Trainer Mrs D Sanderson, 3 from 7,
42.9%. Jockey R L Moore, 31 from 93, 33.3%.

Eleventh stage (Besancon to Oyonnax, 187.5 km):
1, T Gallopin (Fr, Lotto) 4hr 25min 45sec;
2, J Degenkolb (Ger, Giant); 3, M Trentin
(It, Omega Pharma-Quick-Step); 4, D Bennati
(It, Tinkoff-Saxo); 5, S Gerrans (Aus, Orica)
all same time.

Leading positions: Overall classification:
1, V Nibali (It, Astana) 46:59:23; 2, R Porte
(Aus, Team Sky) at 2min 23sec;
3, A Valverde (Sp, Movistar) 2:47;
4, R Bardet (Fr, AG2R) 3:01; 5, Gallopin 3:12.

Points classification: 1, P Sagan (Slovakia,
Cannondale) 301pts; 2, B Coquard
(Fr, Europcar) 164; 3, M Kittel (Ger, Giant)
157; 4, A Kristoff (Nor, Katusha) 127;
5, A Greipel (Ger, Lotto) 111.

King of the mountains classification:
1, J Rodríguez (Sp, Katusha) 51pts;
2, T Voeckler (Fr, Europcar) 34; 3, T Martin
(Ger, Omega Pharma-Quick-Step) 26; 4,
Nibali 20; 5, A de Marchi (It, Cannondale) 18.

Young rider classification: 1, Bardet 47:02:24;
2, T Pinot (Fr, FDJ.fr) at 46sec;
3, M Kwiatkowski (Pol, Omega Pharma-
Quick-Step) 1:38; 4, T Dumoulin (Neth,
Giant) 12:42; 5, Sagan 38:07.

Team (tenth stage): 1, AG2R 13:17:15;
2, Belkin; 3, Astana; 4, Team Sky all same
time; 5, Movistar at 7sec.

Team classification: 1, AG2R 141:05:43;
2, Astana 3:19; 3, Belkin 4:25; 4, Team Sky
4:56; 5, BMC Racing 21:20; 6, Movistar 22:34;
7, Lampre 27:16.

Results

ahead. There is a sense already of the
past linking up with the present, but
that is only in the Gallopin family.
Tony’s father, Joel, and his uncle, Guy,
rode tenTours between them, his uncle
Alain is the sports director of the Trek
Factory team, and Tony was so close to
the late Laurent Fignon, who won the
Tour in 1984, that he says he was “like a
coach to me”.
Tony Gallopin had the yellow jersey

and describes the day he lost it as a
“nightmare”. Some day a Frenchman
may justwin it back andkeep it. But this
year? That is a big ask.

Stage 11 verdict

Rider of the day
Andrew Talansky, battered but
hanging tough. He gives up, sits down
but gets up again to finish the stage.

Day to forget
For Peter Sagan — again. How many
more missed chances can he take?

Finish lines
Marion Rousse, Tony Gallopin’s
fiancée, found his stage win all too
much and was in tears at the finish.

Porte watch
Biding his time before tomorrow’s
summit finish at Chamrousse.

stage of the Tour in eastern France, underlining the host country’s much-welcomed run of success in this year’s race

PETER DEJONG/AP

Farah confirms
intent to chase
Glasgow double
Athletics
Ron Lewis Athletics Correspondent

MoFarah has said that he will compete
at the Commonwealth Games in
Glasgow after overcoming an illness
that caused him to spend two nights in
hospital.
The Olympic and world 5,000 and

10,000metres champion was taken to
hospital in theUnitedStates a fortnight
ago after complaining of abdominal
pains. It also caused him to pull out of
the Sainsbury’s Glasgow Grand Prix
last weekend.
He returned to Britain last week for

further tests and admitted that he did
not know whether he would be fit for
the Games. But after returning to
altitude training at Font-Romeu, in the
French Pyrenees, this week, Farah
declared yesterday that he was fit to
compete, posting three training pic-
tures on Twitter.
Gareth Warburton, who was due to

run for Wales at the Games, has been
suspended for all competition after
being charged with a doping offence.
The 31-year-old, who ran in the
800metres for Great Britain at the
London Olympic Games, issued a
statement denying that he had know-
ingly taken any banned substances.
An outbreak of diarrhoea and vomit-

ing at theAthletesVillage inGlasgow is
believed to have been caused by the
norovirus. The outbreak hit 12 workers
at the village,whohavebeen senthome
after treatment.

value of their best riders and can make
the environment too comfortable.
Others have watched the French

teams and asked questions of their
training methods. When you have
years and years of handed-down wis-
dom, it can result in old ideas being
repeatedwhentheyneed tobeupdated.
In thepaddockofbusesbefore the stage
starts, though, observers this year have
noted that this may be changing.
The conclusions lie on the road



52 FGM Thursday July 17 2014 | the times

Sport Football

52

Rodgers unfazed by Suárez exit Spurs facing
competition
in quest for
Griezmann

Tony Barrett Brondby

Brendan Rodgers has dismissed
suggestions that Liverpool will struggle
without Luis Suárez, insisting that they
have both the personnel and the
transfer strategy to continue making
progress after the controversial
forward completed his £75million
move to Barcelona.
Speaking on the day that Suárez was

confirmed as a Barcelona player by
Nou Camp officials, Rodgers claimed
that Liverpool had done everything in
their power to keep the Uruguay
forward but were powerless to prevent
his departure.
Any sense of loss at losing last

season’s outstanding Barclays Premier
League performer has been tempered
by Rodgers’s sense of confidence that
Liverpool can still improve in his
absence. Rather than be intimidated by
the prospect of replacing Suárez, the
Liverpoolmanagermaintains that he is
excited by the challenge and insisted
there is no reason for expectations tobe
lowered.
“Selling Luis doesn’t lessen our

ambitions,” he said. “We want to
continually improve. Luis has been
wonderful in his contribution over the
years but he has moved on and I will
concentrate on the playerswehave and
who have won many games without
him playing.
“We’re also working hard behind the

scenes to get the best players — not a
direct replacement but playerswho can
add things toourgameagain. I thinkwe
will be stronger again this year in terms
of depth.
“Our best last year nearly won us the

title. It’s going to be competitive
because everyone is strengthening, but
the beauty is we are a young group and
will progress again. It will be a really
exciting season and this year we will
have the belief to go with the quality.
“We have done everything we could

as a club to keep Luis — he wanted to
play inSpainandunfortunately,whena
player no longer wants to play for you,
we need, as a club, to look at it.”
Rodgers insisted that the club would

quickly move on. “We have had great
service out of Luis and it’s one that we
can’t worry too much about now. It’s
done, it’s gone and our focus is here,” he
said. “There is a lot of work going on
with the recruitment team in terms of
getting in the right players and I am
sure we can identify that.
“We have every confidence in the

current group we have, plus the group
we will bring in. We can improve them

and hopefully they can improve to the
levels Luis Suárez improved to, in the
last few years.
“In my short career as a manager, I

have lost people who I thought would
be key players for us, but then you go
away, reflect and ensure you bring in
the right kind.
“And always, after that, my teams

have been better teams. Luis is a
fantastic player but he’s gone. This is
Liverpool football club, not a small club,
but one of the great ones in world
football.”

Suárez arrived in Barcelona on
Tuesday, but the La Liga club were
unable to present him as their latest
signing because of the conditions of the
four-month ban imposed on the 27-
year-old by Fifa as punishment for his
bite on Giorgio Chiellini, the defender,
during Uruguay’s 1-0 win over Italy in
the World Cup.
Instead, his acquisition was

confirmed in a low-key press
conference in which Luis Enrique, the
newBarcelonaheadcoach, andAndoni
Zubizarreta, the club’s director of

football, refused to confirm whether
they will appeal against the length of
Suárez’s ban. “Luis Suárez is a
Barcelona player for all purposes, but
the recommendation from our lawyers
has been to remain discreet,”
Zubizarreta said. “But it is true that he is
now 100 per cent a member of the
club and we accept people here,
imperfections and all.”
For Liverpool, life without Suárez

began last night as a weakened side
were beaten 2-1 by Brondby in a pre-
season friendly.

Tottenham Hotspur are vying with
Bayern Munich for Antoine
Griezmann and have increased their
offer for Ben Davies to £10million,
above Liverpool’s bid for the Swansea
City left back.
The north London club are looking

for a left-sided winger and Griezmann
has declared that he wants to leave
Real Sociedad this summer. Known
for his speed, he has a £24million
buyout clause and is scheduled to
return to Spain a week on Monday
after being given time off having
played for France in the World Cup.
He scored 16 league goals last season
and has been followed by Arsenal,
Chelsea and Paris Saint-Germain.
Tottenham are also battling with

Liverpool for Zakaria Bakkali, the
18-year-old Belgium winger who PSV
Eindhoven are trying to use as a
makeweight in a deal to sign Steven
Defour. Tottenham hope to extend
Jan Vertonghen’s contract despite his
agent’s claims that the Belgium
defender is interesting other clubs.
“We have interest from top clubs,”

Mustapha Nakhli said. “Tottenham
are a big club with ambition and a
new coach. The player is happy at this
moment and we will see.”

Van Gaal makes quiet start to life at Old Trafford

There were no big speeches, no grand
addresses or pledges to return
Manchester United to the summit of
English football.
They will undoubtedly come in time,

but Louis van Gaal began his first offi-
cial day as United manager yesterday
by taking a short tour of the club’s
Carrington training complex in the
company of RyanGiggs, his new assist-
ant, before introducing himself to the
players individually during lunch.
Van Gaal spent a few minutes

addressing each member of the squad
present — the majority of United’s
World Cup representatives remain on
holiday — although the Dutchman
barely uttered a word when he
observed his first United training
session from the sidelines last night.
United had already trained for 2½

hours in the morning — double train-
ing sessions have been a fixture since

the squad returned for pre-season last
week — but Van Gaal had not been
present for that initial run-out, having
arrived at Manchester airport by
private jet only at 11.50am.
Two days’ rest was all that Van Gaal

had afforded himself in the wake of
guidingHolland to third place in Brazil.
With Van Gaal having requested

that, from this week, the first-team
squad, academy players and coaching
staff eat lunch togetheratCarringtonat
1pm, the former Ajax, Barcelona and
Bayern Munich coach used the oppor-
tunity to speak to players individually.
Some, such as Anderson, the mid-

fielder who has already suffered some
minor injury troubles since returning
for pre-season, are unlikely to be
around long enough for themanager to
get to know them.
Although Luke Shaw, the left back

signed from Southampton, reported
back early, the rest of United’s England
World Cup contingent — Wayne
Rooney, Danny Welbeck, Phil Jones

andChris Smalling—willmeetupwith
the squad for the first time tomorrow
when they fly to Los Angeles for a
pre-season tour of the United States.
Van Gaal — who will address the

media for the first time as United man-
ager at Old Trafford this afternoon —
took a deliberate back seat as he
observed last night’s training session,
with Albert Stuivenberg, the assistant
coach, Marcel Bout, the opposition
scout, and Giggs leading training.
Van Gaal’s first game will be against

LosAngelesGalaxy at theRoseBowl in
Pasadena on Wednesday.
United have signed Ander Herrera

from Athletic Bilbao but Van Gaal is
chasing another midfielder, although
the club are not pursuing Arturo Vidal,
of Juventus.Healsowants a centrehalf,
another left back and ideally a winger-
cum-forward. Ángel di María, of Real
Madrid, is a potential target.
United yesterday announced a

multiseason sponsorship deal with
Nissin, the Japanese food company.

James Ducker
Northern Football Correspondent

Van Gaal did his reputation no harm
in the World Cup, where his tactical
acumen helped Holland to finish third

ANDREW POWELL/GETTY IMAGES

Beginning life without Suárez: Agger tries a flick during Liverpool’s pre-season friendly defeat against Brondby last night

Gary Jacob

WINDOW WATCH

Khedira denies
Arsenal talks
Sami Khedira’s agent has denied that
he is in talks with Arsenal about the
midfielder moving from Real Madrid
after entering the final year of his
contract. A report suggested that a
£20million deal had been reached.
“We are not in talks with Arsenal,”
Jorg Neubauer, the agent of Khedira,
said. “I don’t think a fee can have
been agreed, otherwise I would have
been told. When a club have an
interest, I am sure they will call me
and we will speak about things. The
same goes for Chelsea.”

6Newcastle United are looking for
another striker despite the expected
signing of Emmanuel Rivière from
Monaco for £4.8million. The striker,
who arrived for a medical, was
wanted by Stoke City and Crystal
Palace in January.

6 Jefferson Montero, of Ecuador, is
expected to have a medical at
Swansea City this week. The winger,
24, who plays for Monarcas Morelia
in Mexico, has scored eight goals in
43 appearances for his country.
Michu, the Swansea striker, is close to
a loan move to Napoli.

6Paulinho, the Livorno striker
targeted by Stoke City and
Southampton, will decide who to join
after returning to training today.

6Demba Ba is expected to sign a
four-year deal with Besiktas after a
£4.5million fee was agreed with
Chelsea for the striker. Chelsea
agreed a £16million deal to sign Filipe
Luís, the left back, from Atlético
Madrid.

6Bobby Zamora, the striker, has
signed a new one-year deal at Queens
Park Rangers.
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The Open Sport

First and second-round tee-times

Great Britain and Ireland unless stated
*denotes amateur
6.25am and 11.26am: D Duval (US), D Howell,
R Karlsson (Swe).
6.36-11.37: D van der Walt (SA), C Tringale (US),
M Kobayashi (Japan).
6.47-11.48: C Wood, M Jones (Aus), B Wiesberger
(Austria).
6.58-11.59: Kim Hyung Sung (S Kor), E Compton (US),
M Leishman (Aus).
7.09-12.10pm: K Oda (Japan), B Martin (US),
A Lahiri (India).
7.20-12.21: B Koepka (US), K Aphibarnrat (Thai),
E Molinari (It).
7.31-12.32: F Jacobson (Swe), B Grace (SA), *A
Chesters.
7.42-12.43: J Leonard (US), B Curtis (US), Paul Lawrie.
7.53-12.54: RMoore (US), F Molinari (It), T Olesen (Den).
8.04-1.05:MManassero (It), *B Neil, M Ilonen (Fin).
8.15-1.16: T Björn (Den), P Reed (US), S Cink (US).
8.26-1.27: T Watson (US), J Furyk (US), D Clarke.
8.37-1.38: L Donald, R Fowler (US), S García (Sp).
8.53-1.54: P Casey, H English (US), M Every (US).
9.04-2.05: T Woods (US), Á Cabrera (Arg),
H Stenson (Swe).
9.15-2.16: C Schwartzel (SA), P Harrington,
K J Choi (S Kor).
9.26-2.27: HMatsuyama (Japan), R McIlroy,
J Spieth (US).
9.37-2.38: I Poulter, D Johnson (US), J Walker (US).
9.48-2.49:M Kuchar (US), G McDowell,
L Oosthuizen (SA).
9.59-3.0: HMahan (US), S Gallacher, V Dubuisson (Fr).
10.10-3.11: N Faldo, T Hamilton (US),
M Calcavecchia (US).
10.21-3.22: B Rumford (Aus), R Palmer (US),
T Kondo (Japan).
10.32-3.33: J Singleton, P Uihlein (US), MWarren.
10.43-3.44: P McKechnie, K Broberg (Swe),
J Pagunsan (Phil).

10.54-3.55: R Gibson (Aus), B Harman (US), Kim Hyung
Tae (S Kor).
11.05-4.06: O Floren (Swe), C Hanson, Y Tsukada
(Japan).
11.26-6.25:M Southgate, J McLeary, H Iwata (Japan).
11.37-6.36: R Castro (US), V Riu (Fr), T Hatton.
11.48-6.47: Jang Dong Kyu (S Kor), N Watney (US),
S Stefani.
11.59-6.58: YE Yang (S Kor), DA Points (US),
B Steele (US).
12.10pm-7.09am: S Stallings (US), P Larrazábal (Sp),
B Macpherson (Aus).
12.21-7.20: C Hoffman (US), G Coetzee (SA), M Hoey.
12.32-7.31: B de Jonge (Zim), K Streelman (US),
B Todd (US).
12.43-7.42: GWoodland (US), A Lyle, K Stadler (US).
12.54-7.53: G Delaet (Can), B Snedeker (US),
*Pan Chengtsung (China).
1.05-8.04: BWeekley (US), DWillett, Wu Ashun (China).
1.16-8.15: JB Holmes (US), J Blixt (Swe), C Kirk (US).
1.27-8.26:MÁ Jiménez (Spa), W Haas (US),
T Jaidee (Thai).
1.38-8.37: J Day (Aus), M Kaymer (Ger), Z Johnson (US).
1.54-8.53: J Donaldson, W Simpson (US),
Y Miyazato (Japan).
2.05-9.04: P Mickelson (US), E Els (SA), B Watson (US).
2.16-9.15: R Henley (US), G Fernández-Castaño (Sp),
W Horschel (US).
2.27-9.26: A Scott (Aus), J Rose, J Dufner (US).
2.38-9.37: R Ishikawa (Japan), L Westwood,
K Bradley (US).
2.49-9.48: K Na (US), J Luiten (Neth), J Senden (Aus).
3.0-9.59: J Daly (US), T Fleetwood, R Fisher.
3.11-10.10: R Cabrera Bello (Sp), MWiebe (US),
*P Dunne.
3.22-10.21: O Fisher, C Hadley (US), S Lowry.
3.33-10.32: R Sterne (SA), G McNeill (US), C Stroud (US).
3.44-10.43: G Bourdy (Fr), Jin Jeong (S Kor), M Baldwin.
3.55-10.54: J Walters (SA), R Enoch, W Hurley III (US).
4.06-11.05: C Rodgers, S Jamieson, An Byeong Hun
(S Kor).

Four-day forecast

Today
A dry day with bright sunshine
forecast for mid-afternoon.
Temperature will reach a maximum
of 22C.

Tomorrow
Threats of scattered showers
emerge, particularly around the late
afternoon. Players will also have to
deal with south-easterly gusts of up
to 32mph.

Saturday
Rain is set to interrupt the day’s
play severely, with steady showers
forecast from 1pm onwards.

Sunday
Conditions should improve, with
temperatures rising, but there is
still a distinct possibility of the odd
bout of rain.

Kaymer relishes
being beside the
seaside in battle
with the elements
John Hopkins

Anthony Shone looked out of a library
window in the sturdy Royal Liverpool
clubhouse and pointed excitedly.
“Look,” said Shone, one of the club’s
grandees. “That’s precisely what I
mean. Ten minutes ago the flags were
limp. Now they’re standing out stiff.”
Moments later a sudden rain squall hit
the Wirral peninsula, to be followed
after only a fewminutes by a bright sun
breaking through the clouds.
The state of the weather and our

nation’s preoccupation with it may be a
music-hall joke in Britain, but to the
organisers of theOpen it is no laughing
matter. The weather can make or mar
golf’s oldest major championship.
Here is an imaginary conversation

between the weather gods and the
Royal and Ancient:
Weather gods: You want some wind?
R&A: Yes please, but no more than
25mph and certainly nothing
approaching the 30-35mph that kicked
up on the Friday afternoon of the 2010
Open and the 40mph that occurred in
the 2008 Open.
WG: Any rain?
R&A: Rain is as much a part of the
national tapestry as football and Big
Ben,l so we’ve got to expect it. But not
the 12mm that fell on the Thursday
night of the Open two years ago.
WG: Continual sunshine?
R&A:Wonderful for thosewhowant to
top up their tan, but not ideal when you
are trying to give golf professionals a
stern examination of all aspects of their
skills. Frankly, the 2006 Open was
played in conditions more suited to
Spain’s Costa del Golf than England’s
Golf Coast.
WG: Fussy aren’t you?
R&A: Yes.

The Open can be blessed or blighted
by meteorological conditions. “What
we want is good links weather: breezy,
sunny conditions,” PeterDawson, chief
executive of the R&A, said. “We know
wewon’t get that everyday, butwehope
we get some of it.”
A 20mph east wind is forecast for

tomorrow. The prevailing wind is from
thewest. Thenmindful that twodays in
Britain are rarely the same, Dawson
added: “Our mindset is to accept what
weather we get and players have to
adapt to it.”
This should be the players’ attitude,

too. With 156 of them teeing off from
6.25am to 4.06pm, those at some time
during the day are likely to be blessed
with better conditions than their peers
are at others. It is no good complaining
when they get the worst of the weather
onThursdaymorningandFridayafter-
noon as SeveBallesteros, the defending
champion, did at Royal St George’s in
1985. This is Britain in July. It happens.
PeterAlliss experienced badweather

on each of the first two days of the 1956
Open at Hoylake and scored 78 and 77.
Hemissed the halfway guillotine. Peter
Thomson, the Australian, on the other
hand, got the best of the weather on
both days, has two rounds of 70 and
went on to win his third Open in a row.
So if you are looking for men to win

this week, look at those who can toler-
ate the quirky foibles of the British
seaside. Step forward Martin Kaymer.
“TheBritishOpen is a fight,”Kaymer

said. “It’s a battle. Every year it is like
this. At one stage you get bad weather
and you have to fight through it. You
can be mad about it, which is nice,
because a lot of players getmadabout it
so you win already against them. So
30per cent of the field is out. I enjoy
playing that kind of golf.”

Stormy weather: even the clubhouse at Hoylake might provide little refuge from
the foibles of the British summer, which could have a major effect on the Open

DAVID CANNON/GETTY IMAGES
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117

300

This is the 17th
hole for the
members and
it features a
challenging
new green,
built in 2010.
The best angle
of attack is
from the left
of the fairway

A new tee has
been built,
lengthening the
hole by 18 yards.
An undulating
green is guarded
by three bunkers,
well positioned for
the flag to be
tucked behind

1

Royal
Par 4
458 yards

2

Stand
Par 4
454 yards

This is the 17th 
hole for the 
members and 
it features a 
challenging 
new green, 
built in 2010. 
The best angle 
of attack is 
from the left 
of the fairway

A new tee has A new tee has 
been built, been built, 
lengthening the lengthening the 
hole by 18 yards. hole by 18 yards. 
An undulating An undulating 
green is guarded green is guarded 
by three bunkers, by three bunkers, 
well positioned for well positioned for 
the flag to be the flag to be 
tucked behindtucked behind

Royal

458 yards

2

StandStand
Par 4Par 4
454 yards454 yards

260

87

The shortest
par four on the
course and a
real birdie
opportunity,
provided that
players can avoid
the new bunkers
at drive length.
The green falls
away from front
to back

4

Road
Par 4
372 yards

O U T

The shortest
par four on the 
course and a 
real birdie 
opportunity, 
provided that 
players can avoid 
the new bunkers 
at drive length. 
The green falls 

372 yards

241

62

11
Punch Bowl
Par 4
391 yards

12
Dee
Par 4
447 yards

10
Far
Par 5
532 yards

13

Alps
Par 3
194 yards

This relatively
straightforward
par five offers a
good birdie
chance, although
the cavernous
bunker to the
right of the green
must be avoided.
Bobby Jones
scored a seven
here in 1930 but
still won

This short par
four begins a
stretch of holes
that run alongside
the Dee estuary.
The bunkers have
been repositioned
since Tiger Woods
scored three
birdies and a par
when he won here
eight years ago

This is a
demanding tee
shot: risk landing
in some nasty
rough by trying
to cut off the
corner of the
dog-leg or back
your accuracy to
avoid the three
bunkers

The narrow
green is set at an
angle to the tee
and is protected
by a bunker to
the front right
and mounds to
the left, which
make accurate
club selection
vital

11
Punch Bowl
Par 4
391 yards532 yards

This relatively 
straightforward 
par five offers a 
good birdie 
chance, although 
the cavernous 
bunker to the 
right of the green 
must be avoided. 
Bobby Jones 
scored a seven 
here in 1930 but 
still won

This short par 
four begins a 
stretch of holes 
that run alongside 
the Dee estuary. 
The bunkers have 
been repositioned 
since Tiger Woods 
scored three 
birdies and a par 
when he won here 
eight years ago

332

97

Punch Bowl

12
Dee
Par 4
447 yards

This short par 
four begins a 
stretch of holes 
that run alongside 
the Dee estuary. 
The bunkers have 
been repositioned 
since Tiger Woods 
scored three 
birdies and a par 
when he won here 
eight years ago

This is a 
demanding tee 
shot: risk landing 
in some nasty 
rough by trying 
to cut off the 
corner of the 
dog-leg or back 
your accuracy to 
avoid the three 
bunkers

253

62

447 yards

194 yards

This is a 
demanding tee 
shot: risk landing 
in some nasty 
rough by trying 
to cut off the 
corner of the 
dog-leg or back 
your accuracy to 
avoid the three 
bunkers

The narrow 
green is set at an 
angle to the tee 
and is protected 
by a bunker to 
the front right 
and mounds to 
the left, which 
make accurate 
club selection 
vital

218

105
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The narrow 
green is set at an 
angle to the tee 
and is protected 
by a bunker to 
the front right 
and mounds to 
the left, which 
make accurate 
club selection 

177

THE BEGINNING CLASSICS

1860 1870 1930 1953 1961 1969
First
Open

Old Tom Morris,
a pioneer of
professional golf,
sets the tone with
his triumph in
1862

Young Tom Morris
follows in his
father’s footsteps by
sealing a 12-shot
victory at Prestwick

Jones
completes a
remarkable
grand slam

Hogan only needs one
go at the Open as he

wins it at Carnoustie

Palmer conquers
rain and gale-force

winds in his first
Open success

Jacklin, in the first
Open to be televised in
colour, lashes a
memorable drive down
the 18th at Royal
Lytham & St Annes

1970 1972 1973 1977 1979 1

Sanders’
agonising miss
on the 18th
eventually leads to
play-off heartache

Trevino's brilliant
bunker shot piles
the pressure on
Jacklin

Sarazen defies
his 71 years to
land a hole in
one at Troon

Watson and
Nicklaus battle it
out in the famous
“duel in the sun”

Ballesteros
drives one from
the car park to
win at Lytham

The shortest
par four on the 
course and a 
real birdie 
opportunity, 
provided that 
players can avoid 
the new bunkers 
at drive length. 
The green falls 

Road
Par 4
372 yards

13

Alps
Par 3

13

Alps
Par 3

243

83Els says: You
certainly have to
get past this hole, with
its out-of-bounds danger.
The wind is normally off
the right, so you have to
hit a little “stinger”
running down the left.
Your second shot is
similar – into the
wind, maybe a
five-iron – to just
get out of there
with your par

3

Course
Par 4
426 yards
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The green falls 
away from front 
to back

The green falls 
away from front 
to back
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The green falls 
away from front 
to back

276

39

276

39

Old Tom Morris, 

professional golf, 
sets the tone with 
 his triumph   in 

completes a 
 remarkable 
 g rand  s lam

1953

winds in his first 
Open success

Hoylake
is not the
longest

course, but
strategically it
is unbelievable.
You’ve got out
of bounds right
in the middle of
the course, plus

all that bunkering, which at
Hoylake is something else. The
bunkers are so well placed and
pose real menace. If you slightly
miss a shot then, although the
bunkers are small, the lie of the
land means you’ll be in there.
And it’s both on tee shots and
the second shots. That is
Hoylake’s big danger

Ernie Els onHoylake

Ernie’s
key holes

strategically it 
is unbelievable. 
You’ve got out 
of bounds right 
in the middle of 
the course, plus 
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A new bunker
lies in wait at
310 yards, but
avoid that and the
two-tiered green is
accessible in two.
There were 23
eagles on this hole
at the Open
Championship
eight years ago

The first par three
is guarded by deep
bunkers and
Hoylake advises
players to take an
extra club to
guarantee avoiding
the sand. There is
often a challenging
crosswind to
contend with, too

The best tee shot is
down the right side
of the fairway, but
that comes with
dangers; the wind
can push the ball
towards the gorse
and rough. Par is a
welcome score

An out-of-
bounds hedge
190 yards down
the hole makes
the tee shot a
blind one, but
aim for the wide
part of the
fairway to leave a
middle iron into
the green

This is another
challenging par
three, with
bunkers guarding
the front of a
narrow green.
There is a gully to
the left, which
demands an
accurate tee shot
through a
crosswind

An out-of-
bounds hedge 
190 yards down 
the hole makes 
the tee shot a 
blind one, but 
aim for the wide 
part of the 
fairway to leave a 
middle iron into 
the green

This is another 
challenging par 
three, with 
bunkers guarding 
the front of a 
narrow green. 
There is a gully to 
the left, which 
demands an 
accurate tee shot 
through a 
crosswind

288

58

This is another 
challenging par 

bunkers guarding 
the front of a 
narrow green. 
There is a gully to 
the left, which 
demands an 
accurate tee shot 

180

5

Long
Par 5
528 yards

6

New
Par 3
201 yards

7

Telegraph
Par 4
480 yards

8

Briars
Par 4
431 yards

9

Dowie
Par 3
197 yards

O U T

A new bunker 
lies in wait at 
310 yards, but 
avoid that and the 
two-tiered green is 
accessible in two. 
There were 23 
eagles on this hole 
at the Open 
Championship 
eight years ago

Long
Par 5
528 yards

The ultimate hole-by-hole guide to The Open

A new bunker 
lies in wait at 
310 yards, but 
avoid that and the 
two-tiered green is 
accessible in two. 
There were 23 
eagles on this hole 
at the Open 
Championship 
eight years ago

The first par three 
is guarded by deep 
bunkers and 
Hoylake advises 
players to take an 
extra club to 
guarantee avoiding 
the sand. There is 
often a challenging 
crosswind to 
contend with, too

528 yards

New
Par 3
201 yards

69

265

69

265     

201 yards

Telegraph 
Par 4

The first par three 
is guarded by deep 
bunkers and 
Hoylake advises 

The best tee shot is 
down the right side 
of the fairway, but 
that comes with 

480 yards480 yards

186

towards the gorse 
and rough. Par is a 
welcome score

An out-of-
bounds hedge 
190 yards down 
the hole makes 
the tee shot a 
blind one, but 
aim for the wide 
part of the 
fairway to leave a 
middle iron into 
the green

The best tee shot is 
down the right side 
of the fairway, but 
that comes with 
dangers; the wind 
can push the ball 
towards the gorse 

Telegraph 
Par 4
431 yards

The best tee shot is 
down the right side 
of the fairway, but 
that comes with 
dangers; the wind 
can push the ball 
towards the gorse 

An out-of-
bounds hedge 
190 yards down 
the hole makes 
the tee shot a 
blind one, but 

296

93

16

Field
Par 5
577 yards

17

Lake
Par 4
458 yards

15

Rushes
Par 3
161 yards

There are no
water features,
but this
challenging hole
is often played
into the
prevailing winds.
The second shot
needs to be
aimed to the back
of the two-tiered
green

The shortest par
three is guarded by
five bunkers, and
getting up and
down to save par
after a wayward
shot off the elevated
tee will be
challenging, but
accuracy opens up
birdie opportunities

The longest hole
on the course
offers a valuable
chance to pick up
shots late in the
round. The green
is reachable in
two, but the deep
bunkers on
the front
left must be
avoided

Field
Par 5
577 yards

15

Rushes
Par 3
161 yards

The shortest par 
three is guarded by 
five bunkers, and 

The longest hole 
on the course 
offers a valuable 
chance to pick up 
shots late in the 
round. The green 
is reachable in 
two, but the deep 
bunkers on 
the front 
left must be 
avoided

147

Par 3
161 yards

The shortest par 
three is guarded by 

147

16

Field
Par 5
577 yards

Par 4
458 yards

water features, 
but this 

prevailing winds. 

The longest hole 
on the course 
offers a valuable 
chance to pick up 
shots late in the 
round. The green 
is reachable in 
two, but the deep 
bunkers on 
the front 
left must be 
avoided

293

96

The longest hole 

chance to pick up 

round. The green 

two, but the deep 

293

96

Lake

458 yards

There are no 
water features, 
but this 
challenging hole 
is often played 
into the 
prevailing winds. 
The second shot 
needs to be 
aimed to the back 
of the two-tiered 
green

268

49

PRESENT DAY

1984

Ballesteros
punches the air
after beating
Watson on the
18th at St Andrews

1990 1998 1999 2000 2003 2009

Faldo takes
advantage of
third-round
collapse by
Norman

Before turning
professional, Rose is
far from amateur as

he finishes tied fourth
at Royal Birkdale

Björn suffers
bunker trouble as
Curtis snatches
glory by a single
shot at Royal St
George’s

Wily Watson
uses all of his
experience to
earn second
spot at
Turnberry

Van de Velde rolls
up his trousers to
weigh up playing

from the water at
the 18th at

Carnoustie

Woods oozes
class as he wins
his first Open by
a mammoth
eight shots

18

Dun
Par 5
551 yards

Els says: You’re
coming home, but
you’ve got that out
of bounds to your
right and bunkers
to your left, so the
tee shot is very
tough. In fact, you
need to hit two
fades here: on your
drive and also on
your second shot. If
both shots succeed,
only then can you
try to chip and putt
for your birdie

Dun
Par 5
551 yards

Els says: You’re 
coming home, but 
you’ve got that out 
of bounds to your 
right and bunkers 
to your left, so the 
tee shot is very 
tough. In fact, you 
need to hit two 
fades here: on your 
drive and also on 
your second shot. If 
both shots succeed, 
only then can you 
try to chip and putt 
for your birdie

282

88

coming home, but 
you’ve got that out 
of bounds to your 
right and bunkers 
to your left, so the 

tough. In fact, you 

fades here: on your 
drive and also on 
your second shot. If 
both shots succeed, 
only then can you 
try to chip and putt 

88I N

14

Hilbre
Par 4
454 yards

Els says: This is a very
difficult par four, with a
dog-leg to the left, very
well bunkered on the
right, with the fairway
sloping off right. Just get
your tee shot in play and
then for your second
you’ve got the green cut
into the dunes on the left.
But you cannot mess with
the right of the green,
where it falls away. You
sometimes need a
four-iron in there for your
second shot. A really
difficult hole

18th at St Andrews

professional, Rose  is 
far from amateur as 

he finishes tied fourth 

The total prize money for the Open
will be £5.4m, with the top 70 sharing
the spoils. Here is what the top ten earn

1. £975,000
2. £560,000
3. £360,000
4. £280,000
5. £225,000

6. £195,500
7. £167,000
8. £141,500
9. £123,500
10. £113,000

The Open Interactive

Get the inside track on every hole
at Hoylake with John Hopkins’s
brilliant audio guide

thetimes.co.uk/golf
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T
iger Woods. How does that
name make you feel? Do you
think of the verve, fighting spirit
and steeliness that tookamixed-
race youngster to 14 major
championships? Or do you

thinkof the fire hydrant, the lies, and that
endlessly weird press conference in
which he conducted his mea culpa?
However you answer, there is little

doubt that Woods, who tees off just after
9am today at the 143rd Open
Championship, is the seminal sporting
figure of the past quarter of a century.
Like Michael Jordan before him, he has
not merely redefined the way his sport is
played, but also the role that sport, as a
cultural institution, has come to play in
the modern world.
First and foremost, he is a golfer,

something that should never be
forgotten. But his handlers realised early
on (sensing a trend that had been
building since Horst Dassler, of adidas,
was brought in to advise Fifa on the
commercial exploitation of football) that
he could be much more than that.
The makeover started early. Woods

was coached at golf by his father (a
former infantry officer) from the age of
one, but by his early teens, he was also
being coached at how to say the right
things (and to avoid saying the wrong
things) in interviews and press
conferences. The effect was stunning. By
the time he won the US Amateur
Championship at 18, Woods was on the
verge of transforming sport.
Celebrity endorsements were nothing

new, of course. Trading cards in the late
19th century featured actresses such as
Lillie Langtry and authors such as Mark
Twain, and cigarette brands used the
likes of Henry Fonda and Fred Astaire.
But in the hands of Woods, celebrity
endorsement, as a technique of
advertising, was taken to unprecedented
levels.
In his book Influence:The Psychology

of Persuasion, Robert Cialdini, the guru
of advertising psychology, writes about
the mechanisms through which
endorsement works. At a rational level,
consumers know that the celebrity is
beingpaid to endorse a particular brand.
But at a subliminal level, we are suckers
for it. Somehow, outside conscious
awareness, we assume that a shaving gel
is wonderful because a wonderful golfer
is using it. Purchasing behaviour shifts.
Woods’s agents at IMGleveraged this

to maximum effect. They were not the
10percentmerchants familiar in football,
but sophisticated executives who
understood the science of consumer
psychology. They positioned Woods at
the epicentre of the global advertising-
industrial complex.
Soft-focus shoots with his wife were

designed to connect with Middle
America.WhenWoods was interviewed,
PR handlers would deflect any question
with themerest hint of controversy. They
knew that the multinationals writing the
chequeswouldnot tolerate anything that
might taint their carefully sanitised
images. Woods, for his part, became a
master actor.
As globalisation revved up, the world’s

top golfer became the perfect icon to
drive the cultivation of foreign markets.
An interconnected global culture had an
undisputed poster boy: a golfer who was
adventurous on the course, but grounded
off it; an exciting talent who pumped his

Win or lose, Woods
remains the defining
modern figure of sport
FOR ALLTHEHEADLINES HEHAS MADE OFFTHECOURSE INRECENTYEARS, THE AMERICAN’S
QUEST TO BEAT THE RECORD OF JACK NICKLAUS STILL ENDURES, MATTHEW SYED REPORTS

In association with

As the 143rd Open
Championship gets
under way this morning,
one name is on most
people’s lips, even though
he has played only two
competitive rounds since
having a back operation
in March.
Tiger Woods won at

Hoylake in 2006 but has
not won a major

championship for six
years, so we asked the
great and the good of
golf if the former world
No1 has it in him to lift
the claret jug on Sunday.

Ian Poulter
World No27
“No one is going to write
Tiger off until it’s over.”

Peter Unsworth
Chairman of the R&A
Championship committee

‘If Tiger wins I’ll walk
barefoot to Hilbre island’

john hopkins

Royal Liverpool was built in 1869 on
the site of a racecourse, Liverpool
Hunt Club, next to the town of

Hoylake in the northeast corner of
the Wirral peninsula. The finishing

straight is now the 3rd hole, a
dog-leg par-four known as Course

fist when he nailed a putt, but who
cherished his wife, kids and parents.
When Woods was playing, viewing
figures soared. He had amegawatt smile,
too.
Then he fell. As the world came to

termswith lurid revelations, he became a
vehicle for a new kind of discourse: the
limits of privacy. Newspapers gleefully
exposed the chasm between his private
behaviour and his public image.
Sponsors, with various levels of urgency
(although not all of them), jumped ship.
The general public wondered how it was
possible to have believed a lie for quite so
long.
There was never anything deceitful

about his golf, however.His ability towin
majors was not a consequence of
cheating, but of peerless brilliance. His
steeliness, willpower and swing — so
beautiful that it took the breath away —
were the real deal. But the Woods that
dominated public consciousness was
about so much more than that. These
were the foundations from which a new
conception of a sporting superstar was
built. The sportsman as billboard; as
brand ambassador; as a conduit for the
aspirations of a new kind of industrial
superpower.
Today, Woods is trying to rebuild his

form after surgery. He has been in pain
for a long time. Yet it may be surmised
thathisproblems (hehasnotwonamajor
for six years) are, at bottom, psycho-
logical. Sustaining a fraudulent public
persona must have created deep
tensions. Being at the centre of a global
storm,his private life in tatters,musthave
exerted another kind of toll. He found

himself booed, criticised and
lampooned after a lifetime of near
unanimous acclaim.
Wealth offers no obvious antidote to

that. To this day, Woods seems a trifle
disorientated, unsure whether to be
himself or to continue dissembling. He
doesn’t seem to know the rules that
govern his new life. All except one: the
epic quest, conceived as a child, to
overhaul Jack Nicklaus’s record of 18
major championship titles.
That is why he remains so fascinating:

the ultimate child prodigy, schooled for a
new kind of stardom. He has played a
seminal role not just in sport, but in the
arc of modern capitalism. He starts an
improbable tilt at the Open today.
Whateverhappens, hewill remain sport’s
defining modern figure.

DID YOU KNOW?

Woods has
not won a
major
title for
six years,
but
triumphed
in the
previous
Open at
Royal
Liverpool,
back in
2006, left

JON SUPER/AP

himself
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Words by Rick Broadbent

FIVE TO WATCH

1

GRAEME MCDOWELL — 30-1
Rory McIlroy will get more of the attention, and has the talent to

win any major to which he pitches up, but McDowell may find Royal
Liverpool to his liking. Eight years ago he led here after the first

round before fading badly, but his French Open win proved he is in
form and he has the tactical nous to get around any links.

2

JORDAN SPIETH— 50-1
You would expect the new American wunderkind to have a better

chance at the PGA Championship than on windswept Wirral links,
but little seems beyond him. Only 20, albeit going on 60 in terms of
method and maturity, he has a good short game, can scramble with

the best, and has the look of an all-American hero-in-waiting.

3

JUSTIN ROSE — 14-1 (fav)
It scarcely seems believable but it is 16 years since the Englishman
made his breakthrough by finishing joint fourth as an amateur in
the Open at Royal Birkdale. One of the most consistent players this
year, making the top 15 at the Masters and US Open, and has just

had two wins in a fortnight, at Congressional and the Scottish Open.

4

MARTIN KAYMER — 25-1
Germany is the flavour of the sporting month, but Kaymer has

been at it all year. Returned from the doldrums to win The Players
Championship at Sawgrass in May before adding the US Open at
Pinehurst last month. Sinking the winning Ryder Cup at Medinah
shows he has the guts to garnish his game. Thoughtlessly good.

5

TIGER WOODS—Odds 25-1
His return to the majors barely three months after back surgery
will delight the fans. He is the undisputed star turn, despite the

dodgy disc and descent from golf’s marble plinth. He won his third
Open Championship title on this course eight years ago, and needs
to prove his form if he wants to make the US Ryder Cup team.

1

3

4

5

“In my heart of hearts
I’d be surprised if he did
win. It would be fantastic
for the championship if
he is there on Sunday.”

Todd Hamilton
2003 Open champion
“If there is a guy you
wouldn’t put it past, it’s
him. I’m of the belief
that you have to have
had some success, or
repetition at least,
leading up to a big event.
I’m sure he’s been
practising at home, but
it’s not tournament golf.
It will be hard for him
but it would be some
story if he did it.”

Sir Michael Bonallack
Leading amateur and past
secretary of the R&A
“He can, but I’d have to
say I think it is unlikely.”

Johnnie Cole-Hamilton
Executive director of
championships, R&A
“We all saw what Tiger
did with a painful
[broken] leg in the
[2008] US Open. He is
an extraordinary talent
and he is capable of
winning at any time.”

Tom Watson
Five-time Open
Championship winner
“Why can’t you

understand that Tiger
might very well win this
tournament?”

Jason Day
World No6
“I expect him to be a lot
sharper here than he was
at Congressional, but it’s
tough to come back and
be competitive from any
injury.”

Andrew Coltart
Golf commentator
“Of course he can win.
Even injured he is still
one of the best golfers in
the world. The question
is what is his form like
after his injury?”

John Heggarty
Royal Liverpool
head professional
“Anybody who rules him
out of any championship
doesn’t understand golf.”

John Hopkins
Former Times
golf correspondent
“If he wins I’ll walk
barefoot out to Hilbre
island. A lack of practice,
not his injury, will stop
him. He needs to drive
the ball straight, which
hasn’t been a Woods
strength, and chip and
putt well, which lately
haven’t been strengths
either.”

In association with
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Hamilton hopes star turn
‘Forgotten’ champion claims sport needs dominant figure
Rick Broadbent

Ten years ago Todd Hamilton won the
Open. He has not won anything since.
Down on the driving range at Royal
Liverpool, the world No1,199 looked
wet and weary as he raked over the
memory. “It didn’t change my life,” he
mused.
In the aftermath of his success, the

American did appear on the Late Show
with David Letterman and threw the
first pitch at aNewYorkMets game, but
he was also mistaken for a balding
speed-skater and is now possibly less
famous than the dead elephant buried
in his home village of Oquawka.
The “unknown champion” believes

that an Open win for another outsider
wouldnowbebad for golf.As theaction
starts at Hoylake, featuring the return
of the most dominant golfer of his
generation, Hamilton underscored the
need for an iconic leader.
“A lot of people like to see variety, but

I’m in the camp that wants to see one
person dominating,” he said. “It creates
excitement. I don’t know how golf has
been received on TV around the world,
but it’s not been great in the US and I
think that’s because Tiger’s not been
playing.” It was quite a statement from

the constant questioning about
someone else. Then he likened Woods
to Michael Jordan. Henrik Stenson,
who raked in about $20million
(about £11.65million) in winnings last
year and will play with Woods today,
said that he felt sorry for the group
ahead as fans would be scrambling for
position. Beyond the fanfare, Hamilton
simply feels that golf needs him.

TheOpen is perhapsmoreopen than
most majors, with rain and a
changeable wind predicted. “I don’t
think it’s a coincidence,” Hamilton said
of the past threeOpenwinners being in
their forties. If links experience trumps
form, Phil Mickelson could be a
contender to make the first successful
defence of his title since Padraig
Harrington down the road at Royal

Eyes on the prize: Scott, the world No1 and Open runner-up in 2012, enjoys a practice round yesterday. The Australian has

The BBC’s grip on the Open appeared
to loosen yesterday even as Peter
Dawson, the R&A chief executive,
attempted to play down speculation
that the corporation’s contract will not
be renewed after the 2016 Champion-
ship at Royal Troon.
TheOpen has been broadcast on the

BBC for the past 59 years and is one of
the few significant sporting events it
still possesses the rights to. As the
Championship is a Category B event
under Ofcom, Sky and BT Sport would
be eligible to show full live coverage of
the event from 2017 and that could
create a lucrative bidding war, particu-
larly in light of the $1billion (about

£584million)FoxSports, in theUnited
States, paid for rights to the US Open
for the next 12 years.
Money talks even in themost tradi-

tional of corridors and Dawson ad-
mitted the R&A is increasingly
conscious of the commercial
landscape. “Being a rights
holder, we obviously have to
balance that long-term
relationship and the high
viewership of the BBC
against commercial consid-
erations,” Dawson said. “The
value of golf rights has acceler-
ated dramatically, particularly

in the United States just in the
last 12 months. And that’s
perhaps a bigger item in the

equation than it might
otherwise have been,
that’s for sure. But it’s
massively prema-
ture to speculate
on what might
occur.”

Scheduling
is a further
issue for the
BBC as next
year Wimble-
don will be
pushed for-
ward a week,
although it

has provided assurances to Dawson
that will not impact on their golf cover-
age.
“We’ve talked obviously to the BBC

about this, and the last thing wewant is
to clashwithWimbledon, but theOpen
will be theweek following theendof the
Wimbledon fortnight,” Dawson said.
“And BBC are very happy that they can
make arrangements to cover both
eventsup to theirusualhighstandards.”
One man who may be able to hold

back the tide is Peter Alliss, the BBC’s
veteran commentator. The 83-year-old
retains a huge following among golf
cognoscenti and providing he contin-
ues inhis rolepast 2016, theR&Awould
be loath to upset a significant swathe of
Middle England.

Dawson mulls over television bidding war

Hoylake in
60 seconds

DIY time for Roses

Tweet of the day
“So much to like about Hoylake and
@The_Open atmosphere! Great
layout and condition!! Hope the
weather holds out...
#OpenChampionship #GoDJ”
Dustin Johnson gets into the spirit
of things.

Score for McIlroy
On the same day that the R&A
issued a stern reminder about
players who gamble having the
potential to “kill the sport”, Rory
McIlroy was captured triumphantly
waving his winnings, a whole £20,
after finishing a practice round with
Darren Clarke early yesterday
morning. McIlroy celebrated the
private bet by kissing the note in
front of Clarke.

Against all odds
McIlroy’s flutter is far from the most
outlandish bet placed at this Open
Championship. Bookmakers have
reported the following punts being
placed: £21 at 1,000-1 on Todd
Hamilton, who has missed six of the
past nine cuts since lifting the claret
jug in 2004; £18.50 at 1,500-1 on
John Singleton, the glue-factory
worker from Liverpool who qualified
after borrowing a friend’s clubs; and,
most improbably, £16.40 at 2,000-1
on Sandy Lyle, whose highest finish
at a major in the past 15 years has
been 37th.

Tuning in
Television: From today: BBCTwo:
Live coverage, 9am-8pm.
Radio: From today: Radio 5 Live, live
coverage from 9am-7.30pm

Daniel Schofield

Justin Rose is the bookmakers’
favourite to capture the claret jug
and end a 22-year wait for an
English champion, but he will be
without his mother, Annie, who has
been a constant presence at past
Open championships. So
what could be more
important? Kitting out his
Bahamas home with
daughter-in-law Kate, a
former gymnast. The
heart bleeds for Justin.

Daniel Schofield

Birkdale in 2008, the year Woods won
his last major.
The list of possible contenders

reflects the competitiveness of modern
times. “At some point you might have
had 20 guys battling, but now it feels
like anyone in the field can win if they
have a great week,” Stenson, last year’s
runner-up, said. “It would take
something very special to have two

Inside today

Kaymer relishes battle
with the elements
Plus Today’s tee-times
Page 53

a journeyman who won £720,000 back
in 2004, but some would agree.
The cynical view is that golf is in a

hole and should stop digging. Certainly,
when the Royal & Ancient officials
have to answer questions about their
male-onlymembers flaunting their ties
in the face of the female principal of the
University of St Andrews, it seems
ancient rather than traditional.
“I feel one or two things are not quite

as portrayed,” Peter Dawson, the R&A
chief executive, said of Louise
Richardson’s complaint.
What is clear is that golf could

certainly do with a rip-snorting Open
with some of its household names
taking centre stage. The elephant in the
room is what will happen whenWoods
goes.
The febrile response to his

comeback, after surgery on a pinched
nerve in his spine, is all the more
remarkable given that he has only been
missing for two majors.
“We still get it,” Matt Kuchar said of

Kirk’s two early
Pity Chris Kirk, the 31-year-old
American, who missed his shot at
immortality by 24 hours when he
scored an albatross on the par-five
10th in a practice round. Had Kirk,
below, waited a day he would have
become the first player to score an
albatross at the Open since Paul
Lawrie at Turnberry in 2009 and
only the seventh in the past 31
years. There have been 24 holes in
one in that time, including two at
Royal Liverpool, by Richard Sterne
and John Senden, eight years ago.

Alliss remains a popular and
enduring voice on the BBC
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eclipses variety acts

guys come on board and dominate it
like it was possible [in the past].”
Stenson, who was ahead of

Mickelson going into the final round at
Muirfield last year, is in that growing
club of great golfers without a major
triumph. Lee Westwood and Luke
Donald, two former world No1s, are
founder members. Westwood has poor
form and an impressive pedigree,

making the top three in threeof thepast
five years. By contrast, Justin Rose has
great form but a pachyderm pedigree,
two successive wins and aNo3 ranking
tempered by an inability to make the
top ten at the Open since his amateur
days.
Just along from Hamilton on the

driving range yesterday was Darren
Clarke, the 2011 champion and the last

from the home nations. He is now 4st
lighter after rigorous self-assessment
and self-flagellation. “Where has the
other half of you gone?” Woods
quippedwhenhe sawhimon the range.
Clarke lost another 20lb after playing

a practice round with Rory McIlroy.
The younger man has shown flashes of
brilliance this year, but has hamstrung
himself with inconsistency and is no
lover of links. Another Northern
Irishman,GraemeMcDowell, has been
talked about less, but may have more
chance.
Also in the line-up isAdamScott, the

world No1 but a man attracting an iota
of the attention afforded Woods. He is
that rare thing, a quiet Australian, and
has been toiling away in the wind since
last Thursday. That diligence, allied to
the lessons of last year’s third place and
the horrible surrender to Ernie Els at
Royal Lytham in 2012, make himmany
sages’ bet to add the claret jug to his
green jacket.
Yet away from Woods and the

muscle-flexing of high-class
contenders, there are stories
everywhere. From Erik Compton, the
USOpen runner-upwho is on his third
heart, to John Singleton, the father-to-
be from a Birkenhead resin
factory,
there is an
undercurre
nt of
romance at
Royal
Liverpool. You
might think
there isonly show
in town, but there
is a stream of
dreamers, hopers and
punters who would
love nothing more
than another Todd
Hamilton. The old
one just wants to
make the cut.

WARREN LITTLE / GETTY IMAGES

been honing his links skills since last week and may be a contender on Sunday

The best
analysis in
your 7-page
special
guide to the
143rd Open
Pages 53-57
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Drivers return to the
fore with the course
showing true colours
John Westerby

The players will be left at the mercy of
a demanding golf course this week, but
the natterjack toads that often stray on
to the links at Hoylake will be granted
special protection.
An endangered species, distin-

guished by a vivid yellow-brown stripe
downtheirback, theyprefer scuttling to
hoppingandareknownas the “running
toad”. The epithet seems appropriate
enoughona layout thatprovidedoneof
the fastest courses in recent history the
previous time the tournamentwas held
here, in 2006, when Tiger Woods kept
the leash on his ball better than anyone
else to win his third Open Champion-
ship.
On that occasion, the Royal

Liverpool links were also coloured a
distinctive yellow-brown, the result of a
long, dry summer on the Wirral that
left the fairways bone hard. This week,
the fairways will be cloaked in a more
conventional green after a summer
more in keeping with weather patterns
familiar to the northwest of England.
The golf course, consequently, will not
be so much of a fast track, providing
more of a traditional test than in 2006,
at theendofwhichWoods said, approv-
ingly: “We’ve never really played on a
golf course like this before.”
Woods, famously, used his driver

only once in 72 holes at Hoylake in
2006, at thepar-five 16thduringhis first
round, masterfully deploying his irons
the rest of the time. The driver will be
seen rathermore often this week, espe-
cially after the squally showers that fell
yesterday afternoon, taking a fewmore
yards of pace out of the fairways, as
Henrik Stenson, who tees off with
Woodsat9.04am, confirmedyesterday.
“There’s definitely a coupleofholes, the
par fives atNo10 andNo16,wherewe’ll
see the driver from the tee,” he said.
“And there could be a couple more,
depending on the wind.”
Eight years on from his triumph,

Woods said this week that he had re-
turned to find “a different golf course”.
Thosewhoknowthe linksbest, though,
beg to differ. The course is largely the
same, albeit with only 82 bunkers now,
13 fewer than in 2006. A new irrigation
system has also been installed, but any
differences are related to the weather.
“It was freakish in 2006, but we took
advantage and we had a great tourna-
ment,”AndyCross, theRoyal Liverpool
club captain at the time, said. “The
course you get is driven by the condi-
tions, you get the hand God deals you,
that’s what links golf is about.”

The description of Hoylake that has
resonated down the years was coined
by Bernard Darwin, the legendary
former golf correspondent of this
paper. “Blown upon by mighty winds,
breeder ofmighty champions,” Darwin
wrote. The rough is wispy, the lumps
and bumps are less pronounced than
on many links courses, but there is no
shortage of traps awaiting the unwary.
Those who stray into Farrar’s Folly, a
sunken patch of lush rough just short of
the 16th green, will find that there is no
easy escape.
The stretch of holes from the 11th to

the 14th are particularly exposed to the
elements that swirl in from the Dee
estuary, with the hills of north Wales
looming large over the water. “The
wind changes by the hour,” John
Heggarty, the club professional, said.
“You could have players in themorning
seeing adifferentwind to thosewhoare
out in the afternoon. The course has
many different faces andwe’ll probably
see a few of them this week.”
The natterjack toads will be other-

wise engaged in their neighbouring site
of special scientific interest. It is the
height of mating season and, whatever
the quality of the golf, their future is at
stake, which is why the greenkeepers at
Royal Liverpool have been trained to
handle the toads.
Eight years ago, the samegreenkeep-

ers knew that their club’s future as a
major venue was at stake, as the Open
returned for the first time in 39 years.
The subsequent success of the 2006
tournament has meant that Hoylake’s
place on the rota now looks assured.

Woods used his driver only once when
he won the Open at Hoylake in 2006

Hamilton has failed
to win since 2004
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No certain cure for the curse of the yips
Mike Atherton Chief Cricket Correspondent

K
eith Medlycott, the former
Surrey left-arm spinner,
remembers the moment
he realised that there was
no way back. It was in Sri

Lanka on an A tour, the winter after
he had been picked as England’s
second spinner on the 1990 tour to
West Indies, and he bowled a low full
toss in a practice session to Mark
Ramprakash, who smashed the ball
out of the park.
Shortly afterwards, Ted Dexter, the

chairman of selectors at the time who
was in Sri Lanka scouting for talent,
recognised the difficulties the spinner
was having and asked him to bowl
against the wall of the hotel in which
they were staying. Medlycott missed
the wall. Twice. Gradually, his
bowling, so promising a few months
before, disintegrated to the point at
which he had no control whatsoever.
He left the game a year later.
How does it happen? How do

bowlers — and this is a bowler not a
batsman thing — get to the point at
which what is second nature becomes

alien? It happened to Medlycott, just
as it has happened to any number of
bowlers, from Fred Swarbrook, the
Derbyshire left-arm spinner, to seam
bowlers such as Scott Boswell, whose
collapse in the C&G Trophy final of
2001 was so acute, to Simon Kerrigan,
whose horrible England debut at the
Kia Oval in 2013 can be described as
somewhere along the continuum
between stage fright and the yips.
Kerrigan’s bowling at the Oval last

summer was a sad hotch-potch of full
tosses and long hops. Given that
Alastair Cook did not give him a bowl
later on when the field was spread
and the slog was on — which might
have brought him a cheap wicket or
two — that is our, and his, lasting
memory. The yips, stage fright or
choking, whatever you call it, they
amount to the same thing: that some
phobia, whether the magnitude of the
situation or something else, paralyses
the body, hands and fingers to the
extent that bowling — or putting, or
throwing darts — becomes a
conscious effort rather than

something that is natural,
subconscious and second nature.
The differences are in outcomes,

given that stage fright can be
overcome, the yips more rarely. The
descriptions may be simply similar
outcomes of different intensity as
well, and at different stages of a
player’s career, since the yips can
affect those who have performed at
the highest level for many years, as it
did Phil Edmonds. While it is possible
to overcome stage fright; those who
have suffered the full-scale yips will
tell you that the demons lurk there
for ever, ready to surface at any time.
I should know, because I suffered

from them myself. In my second Test,
at the Oval, David Gower, the
England captain, threw me the ball
before tea on the first day, without
warning. I bowled a head-high full
toss to Dean Jones and a rank long
hop, a difference in length of probably
20 yards, something I had never done
in combination in a match before.
The memory of it lurked. The next

summer, when I bowled at the Oval
against India, the memory returned,
and I bowled a delivery that bounced
five times and went for four wides,
and numerous other full tosses (one
got Dilip Vengsarkar out). I ran in to
bowl, sweaty-palmed, feeling like the
ball would never come out of my
hand. I had visions of it plugging at
my feet. It is a horrible feeling.
The causes may be particular to

each bowler. Mark Bawden, England’s
sport’s psychologist, has written
extensively on the subject, as a result
of suffering a career-ending episode
himself. The yips, he has written, “is a
chronic disorder, much like a phobia,
and while it can be exaggerated by
pressure, it is not the cause”. It is, he
concludes, an extreme form of
choking, a manifestation of factors
often unrelated to sport.
For Medlycott, it was the

desperation to play for England, and
the knowledge that he was so close to
doing so that caused his
disintegration. “I went on that West
Indies tour in the winter of 1989-90 as
the second spinner, and I was so close
to playing a Test match for England,”

he said. “I didn’t have much
opportunity there, and the
opportunities to practise were few
and far between, given the facilities in
the Caribbean. I could almost taste
the big time, but I’m not sure I was
ready to handle it.
“I came back to England in the

summer and I was the first in the
country to 50 wickets. Eddie
Hemmings was the main spinner and
I remember Kapil Dev hitting him for
four successive sixes at Lord’s. I was
saying to myself that my time was
coming. So I started to put more
pressure on myself, so that every bad
ball, which I had always bowled a few
of, became a big event.
“I had always bowled bad balls, but

now I was searching for perfection
because I was so desperate to play for
England. I got harder on myself and I
could literally feel myself tensing up
and tightening up; my chest, my arms,
my hands and fingers. I lost whatever
natural feel I had. The brain was
sending wrong signals to my hands
and I couldn’t feel the ball in the way
that I always had.” The spiral had
begun.
There is enormous sympathy for a

sportsman in meltdown, even,
perhaps especially so, when that
person is an opponent. When Greg
Norman choked against Nick Faldo
towards the end of the Masters at
Augusta in 1996, Faldo’s reaction was
sympathetic.
“I don’t know what to say,” he told

Norman on the 18th
green. “I feel horrible
about what happened.”
Then he gave Norman a
hug.
Medlycott offers

another perspective — the
difficulties encountered
by team-mates (and
captains). How do you
react to someone when
you see them going
through something you
know you are ill equipped to
help them deal with?
“You know, that was the

hardest thing really, for me. I was
always laddish, part of the gang

and keen on taking the p***,
especially with my room-mate, David
Ward. But suddenly it became
awkward. He, they, didn’t know what
to do. Should they take the p***? In
the end, they shied away from the
subject. Like a death in the family.
Don’t talk about it. So everything
changes.”
Medlycott is a coach at Reed’s

School in Cobham, and when we
spoke this week he was enjoying
himself on a tour to Barbados with
them, a far cry from the kind of
pressure that Kerrigan will be
reacquainted with this week.
Medlycott thinks that England did

the right thing in gradually trying to
bring him back into the fold, through
nets sessions at Trent Bridge, and is
full of admiration for the spinner
wanting to put himself back under the
spotlight. It takes courage to open
yourself up to scrutiny again. But he
worries how easily those memories
from the Oval will be overcome.
What advice would Medlycott give

to young spinners facing similar
difficulties?
“The most important thing is to

stop and consciously think about
things when they are going well
and write things down if
necessary,”he said. “How do you
start your run-up, how many
paces is it, where do you take off
from, the mechanics of the
action, so you have as many
reference points as you can.
Then, if problems start, get the

bowler to bowl, using those
reference points, with his eyes
closed, off a couple of paces. So
that everything becomes
subconscious; so that you could
do it in your sleep.” A solid
action, flowing and fluent,
helps.

Even then, though, it is
difficult. If Medlycott has to
bowl at his young charges
in the nets, he can only
do so from a standing
start. Even now.

Spin doctor:
Medlycott has
plenty of advice to
give regarding the
yips to his charges,
but even now he is
afflicted with the
condition that
ruined what could
have been a career
with England

TONY MARSHALL/EMPICS SPORT

Kerrigan struggled on his
Test debut for England
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Lord’s pitch remains shrouded in secrecy
Richard Hobson
Deputy Cricket Correspondent

Like a good-time girl hitching her skirt
just an inch for passers-by, Mick Hunt
allowed those at Lord’s just the
occasional tantalising glimpse of his
pitch yesterday. Most of the time it
remained under cover, out of sight of
prying eyes, but when the MCC head
groundsmandidpull back the tarpaulin
sheet, he revealed a shade of emerald
that would have encouraged any pace
bowlers nearby.
Do not be taken in, because whether

it contains the same hue at the toss
this morning will become clear only in
the fullness of time. England will
remember that, as recently as last
month, a track with only slightly less
colour for the Test match against Sri
Lanka did not deliver the riches it
promised.
On that occasion, Angelo Mathews,

theSri Lankacaptain, insertedEngland
and watched the home side progress to
575 for nine before declaring when Joe
Root completed a double hundred. It
took a defiant rearguard by Mathews
and his colleagues in the lower order to
battle for a draw in the final over.
England’s subsequent loss at

Headingley and the draw at Trent
Bridge took their runofwinlessTests to
nine, going back to the draw against
Australia at the end of the Ashes series
11 months ago. You have to rewind to
1992-93 for a worse stretch, ten games
embracing nine losses and a draw
against Pakistan, India, Sri Lanka and
Australia.
In all likelihood, Gary Ballance will

be unaware of the approaching fate,
though a comment about his own form
two days ago applies to the team
overall.
“It would be nice to kick on . . . to try

to get us a win for England and get us
going for the summer,” he said.
It is partly because of the Sri Lanka

game,butmostlybecauseof criticismof
the very slow and low pitch at Trent
Bridge, that Hunt found himself the
centre of attention on Tuesday. So it
will be for the long-serving Hunt, and
his comrades at the remaining Test
venues over the weeks ahead. And if
Hunt’s response to requests for
interview are a guide, that attention is
unwanted.
He is, ordinarily, one of the most

amiable men at Lord’s. When he was

up and gone, an inquest into the pitch
continued, supervised by Chris Wood,
the ECB pitches consultant. Samples
have gone to theNational Performance
Centre at Loughborough for analysis as
part of a project to get to the bottom of
claims (mainly from players) that
improved drainage has sucked the
water and therefore the life from the
pitches.
Wood is a busy man. Twenty-four

hours later, he was at Lord’s alongside
Hunt, pushing probes in the pitch to
gaugemoisture levels.Hunthimself did
end his shift until shortly after nine
o’clock, probably not casting an
envious look towards the diners
tucking into lavish fare in the Long
Room. Being a groundsman is not a
vocation. It is a way of life.

Vital statistics

16
Tests between the countries at
Lord’s since the first meeting in
1932. India have won only one

333
Highest Test score at Lord’s, by
Graham Gooch against India in 1990

4
Sixes in a row by Kapil Dev off Eddie
Hemmings to prevent the follow-on
in the same match

184
Highest Test score at Lord’s for
India, by Vinoo Mankad in 1952
Words by Richard Hobson

No rest for the wicket: the surface will be under scrutiny after the Trent Bridge match was played out on a docile pitch
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Gary Ballance will not be facing
disciplinary action after photographs
were circulated yesterday of the
England batsman, allegedly drunk,
going topless at a nightclub in
NottinghamonSundayafter thedrawn
first Test against India. However, Peter
Moores, the head coach, said that he
will be “reminding all players of their

responsibilities to uphold the best
possible image for England cricket”.
Ballance, who is due to bat at No3 in

the secondTest at Lord’s starting today,
was joined by James Anderson, Joe
Root and Liam Plunkett. He is said to
have told supporters at the Pandora’s
Box club: “I’m not a cricketer tonight.
I’m a drunken b*****d” and that hewas
“absolutely f***ed”beforebeingcarried
out when the club closed.

Moores said: “I am aware that some
of the England players were caught on
camera relaxing after the conclusion of
the recent Trent Bridge Test match. As
theplayershadbeen releasedat theend
of the first Test and were not due to
meet up to begin preparations for the
second Test until Monday evening,
and there were no suggestions of
impropriety. There is no need for any
disciplinary action.”

Richard Hobson

Ballance avoids action after night out

approached by a couple of reporters on
Tuesday he scuttled away as quickly as
he could without actually running.
This left a spokesman for the club to

speak in general terms about the “great
track record” the ground has with
pitches for international cricket. Cook
was a littlemore enthusiastic yesterday.
“It looks like a good pitch now with a
good covering of grass and a nice green
tinge,” he said. “I have spoken to Mick
andhe seemshappywith it, but because
it is not an exact science, it is very hard
to predict how it will go.”
There has been widespread

sympathy for Steve Birks, the
Nottinghamshire head groundsman.
Sufficiently expert to have received a
special commendation from the ECB
last season,Birkswasat a loss to explain
the surface he conjured this time.
It was not for want of effort, and such

are the demands of the job that, within
minutes of hands being shaken in the
middle, Birks was back out there with
his hosepipe watering an adjacent strip
for the next county match. “We got it
wrong,”hesaid, smiling. “But, at theend
of the day, nobody died, did they?”
On Monday, with the circus packed

Pictures were circulated of a topless
Ballance in a Nottingham nightclub
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Storm arrives
sooner than
anticipated
on the back
of an ill wind

I
t was a tranquil scene at Lord’s.
Team photographs, nets, Steven
Finn showing his face, a bit of final
tender attention to the strip from
Mick Hunt, the groundsman,

before he hid it from view under
tarpaulin sheets, and the sun shining
blissfully. Not that anyone was fooled.
There was always a good chance that

this series would crackle, and Alastair
Cook made no attempt to play down
the ill feelingbetween the teams, accus-
ing India of trying to find a way of
removing England’s biggest threat —
James Anderson — and of making a
“mountain out of a molehill”. Mahen-
dra Singh Dhoni was not for turning
either. India think that Anderson
overstepped the mark with Ravindra
Jadeja and should be punished.
If the flare-up has come rather

sooner than anticipated, after only one
Test, tensions were always likely to
surface this summer. Five Tests in 42
days ensures that these players will be
seeing more of each other and their
opponents than their wives and fami-
lies and, as any married couple will tell
you, excessive proximity exaggerates
not just a person’s best qualities but
their worst as well. Added to that is the

absence of theDecisionReviewSystem
(DRS). One of the side benefits of DRS
has been the willingness of players to
accept decisions more readily, and to
absolve umpires from blame. Tensions
in series of the past often emanated not
from bad blood between players but
from bad umpiring, which then spilt
over into poor behaviour between
teams. Players accepted the mistakes
with good grace at Trent Bridge, by and
large, but as we go through the series
that is less likely to happen.
There is also history between the

players on show, given that they have
seen quite a bit of each other in the
recent past—and, under the revamped
ICC, will be seeing a lot more of each
other in future. India think England
arrogant: the jelly bean Test of 2007,
when sweets were strewn on the pitch
as India batted; the Ian Bell run-out at
Trent Bridge four years later, followed
by Andrew Strauss and Andy Flower
storming the India dressing room
demanding redress. The truculent
behaviour of Anderson, for example,
more generally on the field, has led
India’s senior players to believe that
England’s are above their station.
England think that India are

arrogant, too, that thenormal rules that
apply to internationalplayers, concern-
ing media responsibilities and the like,
were too easily sidestepped by India’s
kingpinplayers,whoplayed todifferent
rules. When India were beaten 4-0 in
2011, England’s players were scornful of
their opponents’ efforts, or lack of
them.
So there is background to India

charging Anderson under a level three
offence, and England’s tit-for-tat
response. There is also delicious irony
in the story, given theway that the ECB
has nuzzled up to the BCCI over the
past few years. If Giles Clarke, the ECB
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Cook hopes
Anderson will
be charged up
by India row
Continued from back page
the end of the five-match series by
appealing.
Level three charges are extremely

rare, especially when lodged by one of
the teams rather than the match
referee. In certain other cases, players
foundguilty of pushing anopponent on
the field have been fined 50 per cent
of their match fee and escaped
suspension.
“We are just surprised it is a level

three incident after hearing they have
started it, certainly after hearing what
happened,” Cook said. Although he
added that he did not seewhat the ECB
has described as the “minor incident”
Cook is standing by Anderson’s version
of events.
India rejected an offer from England

to resolve the matter in-house and the
ECB engaged Chris Walsh, from
Onside Law, to help it to steer a path in
laying counter-charges against Jadeja.
Unlike India with Anderson, it has not
accused him of making physical
contact.
Dhoni said: “We felt what happened

was wrong so we went ahead. You can
be aggressive, you canbe vocal and that
is fine, but there are certain guidelines
that are laid andwe should be following
all of them.
“I think it was good on Jadeja not to

really do anything. It could have gone a
bit far, but I felt he addressed it in the
most appropriate manner. Somebody
has to back off at the right time.”
Asked whether he thought relations

between the teams have been soured,
Dhoni said: “I am not really worried
about that, but definitely what I would
like to do ismake sure the remainder of
the matches are played in the right
spirit.
“At the same time it should not be

very docile. We want the players to
be aggressive, to say a few things, but
at the same time it is very important
not to flow with it and cross the
boundaries.”
Cook agreed with the sentiment,

saying: “MSand Ihave that responsibil-
ity as captains to make sure we control
our players. We have a responsibility
under the ICC rules to people watching
the game. I think it will make good
viewing.”

chairman, has made entreaties to his
opposite number, N Srinivasan, over
the row, he will have been given a
reminder of his place in the pecking
order. Clarke and Srinivasan may be
close; Srinivasan and Dhoni are closer
still.
The judgment of the ICC’s judicial

commissioner (the more ridiculous the
organisation, the more grandiose the
title) is for the future. The question for
now is how this charge will play out at
Lord’s and there is every reason to
suspect that it will play to England’s
advantage. Certainly, it has deflected
from the issues that face England,

namely the form of the captain, the
balance of the team and the extraordi-
nary decision to add SimonKerrigan to
the squad.
Any manager, coach or captain will

tell you that certain occurrences are
heaven sent. Provided Anderson is not
forced to miss the latter half of this
series — and there is good reason to
think that, given England’s hope to
prolong the process beyond the end of
the Test series — this could be one of
those, as it will have the effect of ignit-
ing Anderson, and imposing added
cohesion on a group that is embryonic
in its development.

England have taken extensive out-
side legal advice on the issue from
Onside Law, and are confident that
they can prolong the outcome so that
Anderson is not forced to miss any of
the Tests.
Given that, Cook can be thankful

that India’s proactive stancemeant that
he spent very little time yesterday, for
the first time in a long while, musing
over his own form.
Those questions will come soon

enough, though. The pitch, a day out,
wasunusually green (although thatwas
also the case before the Test there
against Sri Lanka) and the way things

are going forCook, it is a sure thing that
he will win the toss, on a pitch and
ground that suggests you should bowl
first, but with two days of scorching
temperatures forecast. The look on the
bowlers’ faces if Cook inserts would be
something to behold.
Mind you, many would have paid

good money to see England’s seam
bowlers at theGrove hotel inHertford-
shire on Tuesday undergoing pamper-
ing to try to freshen them up.
Their workload has been extensive,

of course, but then so was Fred True-
man’s and the Yorkshireman’s response
to a medley of treatments, including,
according to theEnglandcaptain, “mud
wraps” would have been interesting to
say the least.
That workload is unlikely to reduce

anytime soon, because it is hard to see
how England can pick Kerrigan,
despite his selection, despite Cook
saying that the spinner has bowled
“very well” in the nets this week and
despitehimbeing, byall accounts,more
“comfortable” around this group.
He bowled poorly at Aigburth when

he returned to Lancashire colours this
week and would simply be toomuch of
a gamble. Moeen Ali, who potentially
would give way, deserves the chance to
continue his development.
India, too, are likely to beunchanged.

If they could not find a way to play
Ravichandran Ashwin at Trent Bridge,
they are unlikely to bring him in for
Stuart Binny now.Much, then, remains
the same; much also has changed.

How they line up

England (possible): A N Cook
(captain), S D Robson, G S Ballance,
I R Bell, J E Root, M M Ali, M J Prior,
B A Stokes, C J Jordan, S C J Broad,
J M Anderson.

India (possible): M Vijay, S Dhawan,
C A Pujara, V Kohli, A M Rahane,
M S Dhoni (captain), R A Jadeja,
S T R Binny, B K Kumar, Mohammed
Shami, I Sharma.

Umpires: K Dharmasena (Sri Lanka)
and B N J Oxenford (Australia).

Third umpire: R K Illingworth.

Match referee: D C Boon (Australia).

Weather
Cloudy at first,
spells of
sunshine later.
Very warm. East
southeasterly
wind. 27C.

In the spotlight:
Anderson, who
made a Test-best
81 in the first
match of the
series against
India at Trent
Bridge, practises
yesterday at
Lord’s before the
second match in
a series that is
threatening to be
overshadowed
by the incident
involving the
bowler and
Jadeja, of India

PHILIP BROWN/REUTERS
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A O O A N U H T
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N E N E R A
H E A R T L E S S D E M O B
A N H P O L
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B E E F E A T E R S S T A B
O S A A E V E U
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1 Heard dog barking somewhere in
Ireland (8)

5 Fancy one possibly single girl who’s
interrupting question (6)

8 Carnivore for whom siesta came
unexpectedly (7,3)

9 Hero, briefly, not to cross (4)
10 Entered after sign for this? (10,4)
11 In report, spots in which Surrey homes

have been built (7)
13 Possible definition of loutish behaviour

with tears (7)
15 Settler somehow providing support (7)
18 One who won’t fight to stop over as

secrets are dispatched? (7)
21 Perhaps going after Canada is a waste

of time (4-5,5)
22 Extra roomy (4)
23 Oil producer having word with open

tennis star? (6,4)
24 Seven Samurai maybe needing leader

to accept point (6)
25 Old copper returns to stop second

offence and ignores alarm? (6,2)

1 Leaves fools, possibly half-heartedly (7)
2 Squash ego, getting Andrea in a tizzy
(9)

3 For the time being, covers Spurs at
home (5,2)

4 Duke using several points to stifle start
of pay increases (7)

5 Private doctor sporting a beard when
doing the rounds? (9)

6 I go under, making retraction about a
summing up (2,1,4)

7 Type of home cooking served first? (7)
12 Praised Brussels journalist keeping

watch on US troops (9)
14 Stop press – leaves to go in as an

afterthought (9)
16 Whip concealed in drawer removed

from case (7)
17 Wise to have Liberal for President,

initially outstanding (7)
18 Unexpectedly learn about Poles put

into difficulty? (7)
19 Perhaps cast judge out frommanoe-

uvre in church (7)
20 Porcelain that was notoriously fired (7)
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Cook hopes
Anderson is
charged up
Bowler will not be asked to temper his act
Richard Hobson
Deputy Cricket Correspondent

Alastair Cook has accused India of
trying to force James Anderson out of
the Test series, but urged his leading
bowler not to tone down his act when
the secondmatch begins amid growing
acrimony at Lord’s today.
Neither Cook nor Mahendra Singh

Dhoni showed any sign of backing
down after England and India lodged
charges and counter-charges relating
to an alleged clash between Anderson
and Ravindra Jadeja during the first
Test at Trent Bridge last week.
Despite the India captain’s insistence

that Anderson had crossed the line in
supposedly pushing Jadeja, Cook said
that India were “making a mountain
out of a molehill” and described
attempts to force a ban as “a tactic”.
England believe that it will backfire by
bringing the team closer together.
The ICC revealed last night that

England, in the level twocharge laid via
Phil Neale, the teammanager, claimed
that Jadeja “turned suddenly and took
steps towards Anderson in an aggres-
sive and threatening manner”.
Asked whether he thought India

were trying to engineer a situation
where they do not have to face
Anderson,Cooksaid: “I thinkso. I think

that is pretty much where it has come
from. It is probably a tactic from India,
if we are being honest.
“We are surprised it has come to this,

but we cannot let it be a distraction for
us.
“All the lads will rally around Jimmy.

He is a stalwart of our side, an
outstanding bowler with a fantastic
record. I do not think I will tell him to
tone it down.”
Cook agreed that India have become

gradually annoyed by Anderson’s
sledging, and the captain wants to
ensure that any hearing is restricted to
the specific incident in question. “Inmy
opinion, it is abigmountainbeingmade
out of a molehill,” he said.
“From a captain’s perspective, it

would be great if this motivates Jimmy.
I like itwhenhe is there in that battle [in
the middle].
“I know he is up for it and desperate

to do well for England. When people
arewatching, they get behind it and see
a very competitive guy. I think people
enjoy it.”
The initial ICC hearing may take

place as early as Tuesday, the day after
the Test is due to finish. Anderson is
facing a ban of between two and four
Tests if found guilty, but England
may be able to delay any sanction until
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