
Human rights claim
David Cameron risks being
compared with Vladimir
Putin if he presses ahead with
plans to give MPs a veto over
human rights court rulings, a
sacked minister claims. Page 2

Tulisa trial collapses
The trial of the singer Tulisa
Contostavlos overdrugs
allegations collapsed after a
judge ruled that a journalist
known as the Fake Sheikh
had lied to the court. Page 5

Killer diseases halted
The rise of three of the world’s
most deadly diseases, malaria,
tuberculosis and HIV, has
been halted thanks to heavy
spending on treatment and
prevention. Page 10

Gaza ceasefire calls
Washington and the United
Nations have demanded an
immediate end to the fighting
in Gaza as five Palestinians
were killed when Israeli tanks
fired on a hospital. Page 24

Aldi founder dies
Karl Albrecht, the thrifty and
reclusive tycoon who founded
the no-frills Aldi supermarket
chain in his mother’s grocery
store in Essen, died aged 94.
Obituary, page 46

IN THE NEWS

Birthday boy Prince George and his parents during a visit to the Sensational Butterflies exhibition at the Natural History
Museum in London. The photograph was released by Kensington Palace to celebrate George’s first birthday today Page 15

Stop selling
warships to
Russia, PM
tells France
Ukraine crisis prompts call for tougher sanctions

Britain is trying to shame France into
halting the sale of warships to Russia
before a critical meeting to determine
how Europe responds to the shooting
down of a Malaysia Airlines passenger
jet over Ukraine.
David Cameron revealed his exas-

peration with European allies over
their reluctance to endorse a much
tougher sanctions regime as the gov-
ernment scaled back its immediate
ambitions for today’s gathering of
foreign ministers in Brussels.
New restrictions will be announced

today targeting individuals and busi-
nesses connected with Crimea, includ-

ing an airline based on the Black Sea
peninsula.
However, Britain concedes that it

will face an uphill struggle convincing
other European Union members to
move to a tougher sanctions regime,
known as Level 3. This would impose
restrictions on companies such as
Gazprom and Rozneft, the gas and oil
giants, which in turn would hurt
economies in eastern Europe, or re-
strict Russian capital, damaging the
City of London.
Philip Hammond, the foreign

secretary, will also support attempts to
target the so-called Kremlin cronies of

President Putin, although little imme-
diate action is expected. A decision on
this may be deferred to a further
emergency summit of EU leaders over
the summer.
Mr Cameron showed his frustration

in the Commons by rounding on
France’s plan to press ahead with a
¤1.2billion contract to sell the ships to
Russia. He told MPs that Paris should
followBritain’s lead and stop arms sales
to the Kremlin.
“Frankly, in this country it would be

unthinkable to fulfil an order like the
one outstanding that the French have.
Butweneed to put the pressure onwith
all ourpartners to say thatwecannotgo
on doing business as usual with a
countrywhen it is behaving in thisway.”
Britain accepts that a new round of

sanctions would have no impact on the
existing contract, but wants President
Hollande to stop or delay the deal. This
is likely to be rebuffed by the French,
who are planning to deliver the two
vessels from October.
The prime minister’s intervention

came as:
6A Ukrainian train carrying bodies
from Flight MH17 left rebel held areas
after pro-Russian forces agreed for the
remains to be flown to theNetherlands.
6Najib Razak, the Malaysian Prime
Minister, said that the rebels had also
agreed to hand over two “black box”
flight-data recorders and that inde-
pendent international experts would
“beguaranteed safe access” to the crash
site to begin their investigation.
6President Poroshenko of Ukraine
deniedRussian claims that aUkrainian
warplane was flying near the Malay-
sian airliner and could have been the
Continued on page 6, col 1

Rich? I’m not worth £20m, says Blair
Michael Savage
Chief Political Correspondent

TonyBlair hit backat claims thathehas
become a member of Britain’s super-
rich yesterday by insisting that he is
actually worth less than £20 million.
The former prime minister said he

was not motivated by money and that
suggestions that his wealth had
reached £100 million were “greatly ex-
aggerated”. He added that the claims
had led his wife, Cherie, to ask him
where all their money had gone.
MrBlair’s consultancywork has ena-

bled his Tony Blair Associates com-
pany to win contracts with the authori-
tarian government of Kazakhstan, an

investment vehicle in Abu Dhabi and
JP Morgan bank.
Hewas recently hired to advise a BP-

led consortium looking to export natu-
ral gas from Azerbaijan to Europe. His
family also has stakes in property
thought tobeworthmore than£20mil-
lion and he can receive hundreds of
thousands for a single speech.
However, Mr Blair said that he spent

two thirds of his time carrying out un-
paid work with his faith and Africa
foundations, as well as performing his
duties as a Middle East envoy.
He was questioned about his “new

life” after Downing Street during an
appearance marking the 20th anni-
versary of his election as Labour leader.

In his address he told Labour that its
best chance of winning the next elect-
ion was to reach out beyond its “com-
fort zone” and fight from the political
centre ground.
He said that the incomegeneratedby

his consultancy work was needed to
fund his charitable foundations, adding
that he also paid the wages of more
than 200 staffmemberswho supported
his work.
“I have to say that the reports of my

wealth are greatly exaggerated,” he
said. “Just for the record, I read I’m
supposed to be worth £100 million.
Cherie’s kind of asked me where it is.
“I’m not worth half of that, a third of

Continued on page 4, col 1
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The Kremlin must end
this macabre charade
Leading article, page 20
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Cameron ‘as bad as Putin’ if he
gives MPs human rights veto
Francis Elliott Political Editor

Savers will get limited
guidance on pensions
Patrick Hosking Financial Editor

Saverswill receive free independentad-
vice on how to handle new pension
freedoms next year, George Osborne
confirmed yesterday, but to keep costs
down theymaynot receive face-to-face
guidance as promised in the Budget.
City firms will be hit by a levy to pay

for the new advice service, which will
offer online and telephone consulta-
tions.Existingpensionproviderswill be
excluded from the service on the
ground that they cannot be trusted by
the public to give impartial advice.
Until now, most people in “defined

contribution” pension schemes —
where the size of their pension pot de-
pends on investment returns—bought
a pre-set income for life called anannu-
nity from an insurer when they retired.
However, from next April savers from
the age of 55 will be able to use their
pension money as they see fit. The re-
forms will affect 18 million people.
Mr Osborne said: “We’re going to

work with people like Citizens Advice,
with Age UK and others to make sure
people get the best possible guidance
and that this is genuinely impartial.”
Pension experts cast doubt over the

nature of the guidance that will be
available. TomMcPhail, of Hargreaves
Lansdown, the independent financial
service provider, said: “It is going to be
pretty superficial. It is not going to be a
deep and interactive process that gives
you very personalised advice. That
would be very expensive, so it can’t do
that.”
It also emerged yesterday that MPs

will be allowed to take their entire pen-
sions as cash lump sums, averaging
£300,000 to £500,000, when they re-
tire, after the chancellor changed
another part of his proposals.
The changes apply to hundreds of

thousands of council workers as well as
university staff andMPswho aremem-
bers of “funded” pension schemes,
where there is actualmoney in thekitty.
However, millions more public sector
workers inpay-as-you-go schemes such
as nurses, doctors, teachers and civil

servants will be denied the same free-
dom on the ground that there would be
an immediate cost to taxpayers.
Consumer groups have cautiously

welcomed thenewfreedoms,which lib-
erate the newly retired from having to
buy a hated annuity. Annuity rates
haveplunged in recent years becauseof
low interest rates and rising longevity.
Business, page 32

Patients asked
for comments
on all services
Chris Smyth Health Correspondent

Every patient visiting a GP, hospital or
dentist will be asked for feedback on
how the service could be improved.
Health chiefs have promised that by

April, all patients should have the
chance to offer comments on rude re-
ceptionists, noisy wards and other
problems that local services will be ex-
pected to fix quickly.
At the same time, officials have ac-

knowledged that the questionnaire,
known as the “friends and family test”,
is effectivelyuseless for comparinghos-
pitals because responses are collected
in such varied ways.
Last year hospitals began asking in-

patients how likely they were to re-
commend theirward to a friend or rela-
tive who needed similar treatment, and
the testwill be introduced toGPsurger-
ies in December, followed by ambu-
lance services, outpatient departments
and other local health services.
Under guidance issued yesterday, all

questionnaires must include a box for
patient comments after reviewers con-
cluded that hospitals found this the
most useful element. Wards have got
rid of noisy bins that were keeping
patients awake, adjusted the height of
mirrors and allowed fathers to stay the
night with partners giving birth as a re-
sult of comments made by patients.
“I hope that this will create a culture

where patients expect to be given the
opportunity to give feedback, andNHS
staff value and act upon patients’ needs
and wishes,” said Tim Kelsey, from
NHS England.
Jocelyn Cornwell, director of the

Point of Care Foundation, a patient ex-
perience charity, said changes such as
quieter bins might seem trivial “but ex-
perientially they are very big things
that do matter a great deal. Noise at
night is a huge issue for patients”.
Jeremy Hunt, the health secretary,

said: “We want the NHS to be the most
transparent healthcare system any-
where in the world.”

Q&A
Free and impartial guidance
sounds good doesn’t it?
Well the free and impartial bit is
good, but the guidance bit is less
positive. George Osborne has
reneged on his Budget promise to
offer all those retiring on money
purchase schemes “free, impartial,
face-to-face advice”.

So why has he watered down
his original proposal?
Because offering genuine financial
advice to 300,000 people every
year would potentially cost
£225 million a year.

What are the dangers of
guidance rather than advice?
Many pensions experts question
whether this will be sufficient to
guide ordinary individuals through
the many complex decisions they
will have to make.

Are many people likely to use
the continued freedom to
switch from a private sector
final-salary scheme to a money
purchase scheme?
The freedom could be a bit of a
two-edged sword. Final-salary
schemes are generally regarded as
superior to money purchase
schemes, so people should be very
careful before switching.

DavidCameronrisks comparisonswith
President Putin of Russia if he presses
ahead with “foolish” plans to give
MPs a veto over human rights court
rulings, themanwhomhe dismissed as
attorney-general says in a speech to be
given today.
The proposal to weaken the influ-

ence of the European Court of Human
Rights (ECHR) is expected to be the
centrepiece of Mr Cameron’s speech to
the Conservative conference in the
autumnandakeypart ofToryefforts to
win back Ukip voters.
Dominic Grieve, removed from the

cabinet as the government’s chief legal
adviser last week, is to begin an offen-
sive today to avert a “legal road crash”.
In his first newspaper interview after
the reshuffle he says Britain would
suffer “serious international reputa-
tional damage” if it evades standards it
urges on others, including Russia
which, as a member of the Council of
Europe, is signed to the ECHR.
It would risk opening the door to

more meddling by EU judges using the
Charter of Fundamental Rights to im-
pose changes directly onBritish courts,

he warned. Even if UK courts are given
the final authority over a British bill of
rights theywould stillmake rulings that
enraged those who “get excited by
rights conferred on people who they
think are not very deserving”, he says.
He says Downing Street tried to hide

fromhimapaper byChrisGrayling, the
justice secretary, to Mr Cameron on
how to weaken UK obligations to the
Strasbourg-based court but he found
out its contents. “What actually is being
suggested is not that we will leave the
ECHR, but that we will announce for
our manifesto that what we will do is
pass primary legislation to use parlia-
ment to prevent the government from
implementing its international obliga-
tions, except when parliament rules
when we should,” he says.
“The inference is that when the UK

government doesn’t like something
that the court’s done it’ll just use parlia-
ment to not implement what it has
signed up to. Of all the ideas I have
heard about, that strikes me as just
about theworst of all. Itmay appear su-
perficially attractive, but it is effectively
driving a coach and horses through
international legal obligations, behav-
ing in a way that can only be described

as anarchic. It creates massive uncer-
tainty and it risks a legal road crash.”
Parliamentary sovereignty was

“open to misuse”, he says. You could,
enact through parliament, to have
someone summarily executed; you
could require the whole of the United
Kingdom to worship the moon from
nextMondayweek, butwedon’t do this
and we don’t do it because it would be
wrong, in exactly the sameway itwould
be thoroughly wrong for parliament to
use its power to defy an international
treaty obligation.”
In a withering comparison, the

highly regarded lawyer andMP added:
“It’s not dissimilar fromPutin using the
Duma to ratify his annexation of the
Crimea. Putin will say, well it’s now
lawful; the Duma has said so.”
MrGrieve is to remain in active poli-

tics into the next parliament andwants
a Conservative government to oversee
a “key period of British history” in sort-
ing out its relationswith theEU.OnMr
Cameron as the right man to lead the
nextTory government,MrGrieve says:
“The prime minister is a man of im-
mense talent. If he uses that talent in
the public interest wewill do verywell.”
Melanie Phillips, page 19
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It’s a long shot, but fathers still have faith
“Nine times out of ten it comes to

nothing, butRoryMcIlroy’s dadandhis
mates clearly knew a lot more than we
did.”
Ladbrokes have taken a number of

bets on famous offspring, including one
on the former England footballer Paul
Ince’s son, Thomas, playing for the
national side. There is another bet, not
thought to be by a family member, on
Euan Blair becoming prime minister.
Describing the process of drawing up

odds on these bets, which typically
range from 100-1 to 1,000-1, Ms

Bridge said the bookmaker ap-
proached it in the same way as a
horse race or football match.

“You have to use what infor-
mation youhave tohand,” she
said. “In this situation ten

years ago we would have
looked at Rory’s family, his father, his
father’s family — if there was any
sporting glory there in the family
history. Rory was 15 when this bet
tookplace soyou’d lookathis [golf]
club and his handicap.”
David Stevens, from Coral

bookmakers, said that bets on the
children of friends going on to

sporting success were popular chris-
tening presents, while other wagers
were by parents “paying it out of pa-
rental loyaltyasmuchasanything”.
“We had someone who placed a

bet on a friend’s son winning the
Open Championship before

2030,” he said. “It’s a bit of fun,
its something to talk about.
But ultimately things like
what happend this week
will spur people on.”
More unusual bets

include one by Karim
Ullah, who has placed
£10 at odds of 1,000-1

withWilliamHill on his 15-
year-olddaughter, Shakila, be-
coming the first person to
reach 100 million followers
onTwitter.
Shakila, who hopes to be-
come a pop star, currently has
3,642 followers, well behind
Katy Perry on 55 million.
Compelling viewing, page 64

For proud fathers whose own sporting
ambitions never quite came to pass, the
dream of their newborn child one day
walking out at Wembley or Lord’s can
prove intoxicating.
Thousands of parents are going one

step further and asking bookmakers to
provide odds on their infant son or
daughter playing football for England,
becoming primeminister or evenwalk-
ing on the Moon.
Bookmakers said there was a

growing trend for parents to wager on
their children’s future careers as they
try to emulate the success of Lewis
Hamilton’s family and Rory McIlroy’s
father.
Gerry McIlroy won £50,000 after

placing a bet in 2004 on his 15-year-old
son winning the Open Championship

before he was 26. McIlroy clinched the
Claret Jug on Sunday with a two-shot
victory atHoylake, the thirdmajor title
of his career.
Jessica Bridge, a spokeswoman for

Ladbrokes, which took Mr McIlroy’s
bet, said the company frequently took
wagersofup to£100on infantsgoingon
to glittering futures.
“It’s a niche market but it’s definitely

one that’s on the rise— it’s one we take
more bets on than the next Big Brother
eviction or the winner of Strictly Come
Dancing.”
She said that newborns were often

backed to play for England or to end up
in Downing Street, with one punter
betting that his child would become an
astronaut and walk on the Moon.
“People place these bets all the

time,” she said. “We take hundreds,
probably even thousands of these bets
each year.
“It’s quite exciting for parents —

every parent thinks their child is going
to go on to do great things

Billy Kenber
AFP/GETTY IMAGES

Nurse with cannibal fetish found guilty of plot to eat girl, 14
David Brown

ANHS nurse with a cannibalism fetish
was convicted yesterday of plotting to
eat a 14-year-old girl he had befriended
on the internet. Dale Bolinger, 58, was
caught after being identified as a “men-
tor” to a New York police officer
accused of planning to eat 100 women.
Bolinger boasted on a fetish internet

forum that he had already eaten a
woman aged 39 and a 5-year-old.
The father of three had already

admitted administering a noxious
substance after putting a cloth soaked
in dry-cleaning fluid over the mouth of
Urlene King, who was a friend. Ms
King, 52, ofTooting, southLondon, said
yesterday that she was dumbfounded
by his actions. Bolinger had also plead-

ed guilty at Canterbury crown court to
making indecent images of children
and to seven counts of publishing an
obscene article.
He used a picture of the model

Naomi Campbell on his profile on the
Dark Fetish Network forum to discuss
beheading and eating women and girls
for sexual gratification. He also talked
of killing and cooking Lian Chen, 27,

who worked at a Chinese restaurant
near his home in Canterbury, Kent.
Bolinger was arrested last year after

an FBI investigation into Gilberto
Valle, a New York police officer who
was accused of conspiracy to kidnap
and eat his ex-wife.
He discussed the plans with Bolinger

on the website but his conviction was
overturned after a judge ruled that the

prosecutors had failed to prove it was a
genuine plot.
Bolinger, who worked at the Queen

Elizabeth The QueenMother Hospital
inMargate, also used the forum to chat
to 14-year-old “Eva”. The day before he
was due to meet her, he bought an axe.
The girl, whose identity was never
uncovered, failed to showup.Hewill be
sentenced on September 19.

You win some . . .

6 Lewis Hamilton His father,
Anthony, and friends shared
£125,000 after betting on him
to win a F1 race before the age
of 23, at odds of 40-1, and
drivers’ title by 25 at 150-1

6 Chris Kirkland The
goalkeeper’s father, Eddie, bet
£98.10 on his 11-year-old son

winning an England cap by the
age of 30. The 100-1 bet paid
off in 2006 whenKirkland
played against Greece

6Ryan Tunnicliffe His father,
Mick, picked up £10,000 after
he won a bet placed when his
son was nine that he would
play for Manchester United

6 Shane McGuigan Barry
McGuigan bet £250 at 40-1 that
his son would win a major
boxing title, but he became a
personal trainer

6 Thomas Ince Backed by
an unidentified family member
to win an England cap — it
would net £25,000 at 1,000-1

ye

to

boo

When Rory
McIlroy was 15,
below, his father
placed the bet.
The father of
Lewis Hamilton,
bottom, had a
similar belief in
his son. One
more ambitious
parent has bet on
his child walking
on the Moon
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Fariha Karim

Cherie asked
me where the
money’s gone,
says Blair

Anti-West rants of Trojan Horse teachers
Teachers in schools at the centre of the
“Trojan horse” allegations used a social
media network to promote anti-
western ideas, disparage British troops
and share homophobic views.
A report into allegations that hard-

line conservativeMuslims conspired to
take over several Birmingham schools
found a “constant undercurrent” of
“anti-western, anti-American and anti-
Israeli sentiment”.
The investigation, by a former senior

officer of theMetropolitan police, Peter
Clarke, was commissioned by Michael
Gove but its findings will be presented
to the Commons today by Nicky
Morgan, the new education secretary.

Mr Clarke found evidence of “bullying
and intimidation” of senior teaching
staff and the “effective takeover”of
some schools by Muslim activists.
They are said to have introduced

teaching that left pupils with an “intol-
erant” world-view andmade them vul-
nerable to radicalisation.
Mr Clarke and his team interviewed

50witnesses and examined 3,000mes-
sages from a social media circle called
the “Park View Brotherhood”. One of
themainparticipants,whowaspromot-
ed to deputy head teacher at one of the
schools under scrutiny, was the brother
of a man with a conviction for possess-
ing documents useful for terrorism.
The Park View Brotherhoodwas run

by Monzoor Hussain, acting principal

ofParkViewAcademy. Itsmessages in-
cluded explicit homophobia and urged
segregation of the sexes in classes.
The all-male discussions included

disparagement of Muslim sects other
than the group’s own and scepticism
about the truth of reports about the
murder of Fusilier Lee Rigby in Wool-
wich and the Boston marathon bomb-
ing, along with “highly offensive com-
ments about British service personnel”.
There were numerous references to

extremist speakers that, the report says,
“betray a collective mind-set that can
fairly be described as an intolerant Isla-
mist approach that denies the validity
of alternative beliefs, lifestyles and
value systems, including within Islam”.
Mr Clarke looked at 130 pages of

transcriptwhich showed that the group
“promoted or failed to challenge
views . . . grossly intolerant of beliefs
and practices other than their own”. It
allegedly included influential teachers
within the school, along with Razwan
Faraz, who was promoted to be deputy
head at Nansen Primary School.
Whitehall sources say that Mr Far-

az’s brother, Ahmed, ran an extremist
bookshop called Maktabah al-Ansar,
which was closed down by police.
Ahmed was later convicted of possess-
ing documents useful for terrorism.
Mr Clarke said that the number of

people wanting to come forward could
not “solely reflect disaffection” but that
many had been too scared to challenge
“articulate and forceful activists”.

Duncan Gardham, Greg Hurst

Asylum cases backlog
The Home Office is struggling to
clear more than 300,000 asylum
and immigration cases, according
to a spending watchdog report
published today. Asylum
applications from more than
seven years ago are still awaiting
a decision along with thousands
of old immigration cases despite
extra manpower being deployed
to deal with the problem, the
NationalAudit Office said.

FGM victims up by 50%
Female genital mutilation could
now be one of the most common
forms of child abuse, experts have
warned, after a study estimated
that there are 137,000 survivors of
FGM in England and Wales.
Increased migration from Africa,
where the practice is prevalent in
some countries, has led to the
number of victims rising by more
than 50 per cent, said City
University researchers.

Royal music pioneer
Judith Weir, the composer, has
been appointed Master of The
Queen’s Music, Buckingham
Palace confirmed yesterday. The
first woman to hold the post, Ms
Weir, 60, succeeds Sir Peter
Maxwell Davies and has been
appointed for a term of ten years.
An honorary position, the role
carries no fixed duties, although
the master may compose pieces
for royal or state occasions.

Lecture was pants
A lecturer has been let off with a
warning after stripping to his
underpants in front of 200
students. Dr Ian Lamond, 51, tried
to enliven his talk on events
management by taking off his
clothes — and students took
pictures and posted them online.
Leeds Metropolitan University
said it had “clarified its
expectations in lecture delivery
and so the matter is now closed”.
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Miliband ‘is a hindrance’
Michael Savage

EdMiliband is seen as a “hindrance” to
Labour’s chances of winning the next
general election by most of the party’s
councillors in marginal seats, a survey
has found.
More than one and a half times as

many councillors in key areas said they
regarded their leader as a hindrance
rather than a help, according to re-
searchers at Anglia Ruskin University.
The study also found that 78 per cent

of councillors thoughtLabour’s policies
were “too timid”. Only three quarters
said theywere confident itwould be the
biggest party after polling day. Andy

Burnham, the shadowhealth secretary,
was the most popular choice to replace
Mr Miliband among the Labour coun-
cillors, with 36 per cent backing him.
YvetteCooper, the shadowhomesecre-
tary, secured 21 per cent and Chuka
Umunna, the shadow business secre-
tary, was backed by 16 per cent.
The academics consulted 281 Labour

councillors in 106 swing seats and
found that 22.4 per cent regarded Mr
Miliband as “a help” to Labour, with 38
per cent seeing him as a “hindrance” or
“significanthindrance”.However, some
ofMrMiliband’s policies, suchas repeal
of the “bedroom tax”, were picked out
as the most likely to win votes.

Continued from page 1
that, a quarter of that, a fifthof that, and
I could go on. Actually I spend two-
thirds of my time on unpaid work both
in the Middle East, the Quartet role is
exofficio, unpaid, and the foundations.”
Previous attempts to pin down Mr

Blair’s total wealth have come up with
figures ranging from £30 million to
more than £100 million but every cal-
culationhasbeendismissedbyhis team
as an overestimation.
The lackof a clear senseof the former

primeminister’s fortune is a result ofhis
business activities being obscured by a
complex network of companies that
are extremely difficult to interpret. De-
spite the secrecy, some details about
his income have emerged since
he left Downing St in 2007.
Earlier this year it emerged

that two of his businesses
had a cash pile of more
than £13 million. Win-
drush Ventures, ulti-
mately owned by Mr
Blair, made profits of
just below £2 million
in the year before
the end of March
2013. Firerush Ven-
tures, another of his
network of partner-
ships, has £4.6 mil-
lion in cash.
However, his

office has said
that the figures
do not equate to
Mr Blair’s earn-
ings or even the
profits amassed by his
companies.Meanwhile, his claim

to be worth less than
£20 million appears
at odds with valua-
tions of his family’s
property empire of
about £25 million.
They include a Bris-

tol flat worth £280,000,
a five-story Georgian
town house worth

£7million, amewsbehind their London
homeworth £1.5million, a Grade I-list-
ed manor house in Buckinghamshire
worth £8 million, a three-bedroom
property for their daughter Kathryn
worth £1.5 million, another central
London home for their son Nicky
worth £1.5 million, a Buckinghamshire
cottage for Mr Blair’s sister, Sarah,
worth £600,000, and a Georgian town

house inMarylebone bought byCherie
and Euan Blair for £3.62 million.
However, it isnotknownwhether the

family owns properties overseas.
Mr Blair also took on criticisms from

his former friend, the author Robert
Harris, who said that he had a messiah
complex, saying that he was still moti-
vated by the desire to “make a differ-
ence”.

The Blairs’
country mansion,
above, once
belonged to Sir
John Gielgud. As
well as the house
in Connaught
Square, right,
they also
bought a
property in the
mews behind it

JUSTIN LEIGHTON/UPPA

£8m

£7m £1.5m

Griffin quits as BNP chief

NickGriffinhasbeenreplacedas leader
of the British National Party by a
former teacher who was struck off for
verbally abusing three young boys.
The far-right party announced on its

website yesterday that the formerMEP
had “stepped aside” at a meeting of the
BNPnational executive on Saturday, to
be replaced by AdamWalker.
Mr Walker has been appointed as

acting chairman, while Mr Griffin will
take on a new role as president of the
party. A former teacher who was
banned from the profession for life in
2013 after he was given a suspended

sentence for dangerous driving, ver-
bally abusing three boys and slashing
their bike tyres with a knife,MrWalker
had already been appointed as deputy
chairman, the party said.
Mr Griffin’s departure follows a

tumultous few months for the party,
with reports suggesting that he had
been forced out. Despite a surge of
support for the far right across Europe,
the BNP was wiped out as an electoral
force in the European elections inMay.
MrGriffin lost his seat representing the
north west of England.
The party also lost themajority of its

council seats. It now has just two coun-
cillors, after a peak of 58 in 2009.

The Times
iPad edition
Owners of an iPad can subscribe
to The Times iPad edition through
the App Store on the device
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Tulisa drugs trial
collapses over ‘lies’
of the Fake Sheikh
The trial of Tulisa Contostavlos over
drugs allegations collapsed yesterday
after a judge concluded that a journalist
known as the Fake Sheikh had lied to
the court.
Ms Contostavlos, 26, walked free

after five days of a hearing in which she
was accused of organising a cocaine
deal as part of a sting operation by
Mazher Mahmood, an undercover
newspaper reporter.
Michael Coombs, 36, a friend of the

former X Factor judge, admitted
supplying nearly 14 grams of cocaine
worth £820, butwas also acquitted after
the judge described Mr Mahmood’s
evidence as “entirely inconsistent”.
Mr Mahmood has been suspended

fromThe Sunnewspaper and could face
charges of perjury and perverting the
course of justice after a key witness
changed his account.
Alistair McCreath, the recorder of

Westminster, told the jury the case
“cannot go any further” because
there were “strong grounds to
believe” that Mr Mahmood
had lied at a pre-trial
hearing.
“Mr Mahmood is the

sole progenitor of this
case; the sole investiga-
tor; the sole prosecu-
tion witness; a man
who has exercised his
journalistic privilege
to create a situation
in which the
identities of others
involved in the
investigation are
unknown to the
defence, or the pros-
ecution or even me,”
Mr McCreath said.

“[He is] someone who appears to have
gone to some considerable lengths to
get Ms Contostavlos to involve herself
in criminal conduct, certainly to far
greater lengths than would have been
regarded appropriate had he been a
police investigator.”
Mr Mahmood, who posed as a

wealthy Indian film producer, offered
MsContostavlos,whoowesher fame to
singing with the pop group N-Dubz, a
£3.5million role in a Hollywood film
with Leonardo DiCaprio.
They met in Las Vegas and Mayfair,

the jury at Southwark crown court was
told. Mr Mahmood told her she was
preferred to Kate Winslet and Keira
Knightley for the role and asked if she
could help supply the cocaine for a
supposed visit to London.
She denied brokering the deal, which

was reported in The Sun on Sunday
newspaper in June last year.
In a statementoutside courtMsCon-

tostavlos claimed that she had been
“tricked” and “targeted” at a timewhen
things were going badly for her.

At the pre-trial hearing last
month Mr Mahmood denied
speaking toAlanSmith,his regu-
lar driver, about a statement
given to police.

Mr Smith originally suggest-
ed that he had heard the star
talking disapprovingly about
drugs, but “changed his
mind” after a conversation
with Mr Mahmood, the
judge said.
6 Simon Cowell’s law-
yers dismissed as untrue
claimsmade in the trial by
Gareth Varey, Ms Conto-

stavlos’s assistant, suggesting
that themusicmogulwas gay.
In a statement they said: “In

2014 the question of whether
someone is or is not gay is anti-
quated. (As it happens he isn’t,
though if he were, he would
simply have said so).”

John Simpson

Criminals exploit EU rules
to bring in illegal migrants

Criminals exploit rules governing free
movement of people in the EU to bring
drugs, illegal immigrants and counter-
feit goods into Britain, according to a
government report published today.
The report also called for a review of

welfare rules governing migration in
the EU to ensure individual states can
protect their systems fromexploitation.
The Home Office report has gath-

ered evidence of the impact of immi-
gration from the EU, particularly since
2004, when eight former Soviet bloc
states joined theunion. It highlights the
pressure free movement has put on
schools and housing and how it is
exploited by criminals.
The report says: “Spain, Italy, Belgi-

um and the Netherlands are key entry
and distribution hubs for drugs and
other illicit goods before they reach the
UK’s shores.”
It also warns that more than 1,000

non-EUnationals try toget entry to the
UK every year by pretending to be EU
citizens with the right of free move-
ment. It also said that sham marriages

betweenEUandnon-EUnationalswas
a growing problem.
However, the call for a review of wel-

fare rules is thekey recommendation in
the report, which is part of a wider
review on how the EUaffects the UK.
The report says that existing rules

under which migrants can get benefits
needed to be modernised as they were
introduced when the EU was smaller
and less complex.
The document has been the subject

of a protracted coalition wrangle. The
initial draft was rejected, allegedly
because its findings ran counter to
Theresa May’s stance that freedom of
movement needs fundamental reform.
Amore “robust” versionwas blocked

by the Lib Dems. David Cameron ini-
tiallywanted the third and final version
to be scrapped butNickClegg demand-
ed that it be published.
The 84-page report said that the im-

pact of free movement on the labour
market is viewed as “largely positive”
with a broad agreement that highly
skilled migrants from the EU have
benefited the UK. There is less agree-
ment on low-skilled migration.

Richard Ford, Francis Elliott

Former glory A restored Sopwith Pup that saw action in the First World War at the Shuttleworth Collection in Bedfordshire

Ms Contostavlos:
“Tricked and
targeted”



6 FGM Tuesday July 22 2014 | the times

News

Alex Spence Media Editor

Questions for TV
and Telegraph over
Putin propaganda

Gorillas beating their
chests at Russian bear

and George Galloway, the Respect
party MP.
Mr Galloway presents a show called

Sputnik: Orbiting the World, which
claims to “[look] behind the stories
which made the news, as well as un-
earthing the ones that didn’t”. He was
paid £25,600 for presenting four pro-
grammes a month between November
and April, according to a register of
MP’s financial interests.
Although RT is based in Moscow, its

British news broadcasts are required to
adhere to the samestandardsasdomes-
tic channels. It has been found to be in
breach of those standards by Ofcom
several times in the past few years.
In December, Ofcom found that it

had breached regulations after viewers
complained that a documentary about
Syria had given a slanted portrayal of
President Assad.
Ofcom ruled that RT’s report had

“failed to preserve due impartiality”.
The network’s coverage of Syriawas al-
so found to be biased in November
2012.
The sponsored section on the Daily

Telegraphwebsite, titledRussiaBeyond
theHeadlines, claims to provide “polit-
ical, business and cultural news and
analysis. With opinion pieces from a
wide range of commentators and spe-
cial featuresonRussia’s richhistoryand
its place in the 21st century, it offers a
particularly Russian perspective on
world events”.
The content, it states, is provided by

RossiyskayaGazeta, a state-runRussian
newspaper. Alongside fluffy features
about vodka, visas for Russians enter-
ing theUKand the lateDiana, Princess
of Wales, were links to articles about
MH17. The top link yesterday was to a
round-up of Russian reporting on the
tragedy, which downplayed any Rus-
sian complicity saying: “Despite the
lack of verifiable information at this
stage, the various sides have already
begun to place the blame.”

plaints about RT’s coverage of the
destruction of Flight MH17 from Brit-
ish viewers and was considering
whether to investigate. “These are
currently under assessment and a deci-
sion whether to investigate will be
made in due course,” the regulator said.
RT did not respond to a request for

comment.
The network, which claims to

present a Russian perspective on inter-
nationalnews, haspresenters including
JulianAssange, theWikiLeaks founder,

A Russian TV channel accused of act-
ing as a mouthpiece for the Kremlin is
facing an investigation by Britain’s
broadcasting watchdog for its coverage
of the destruction of a Malaysia Air-
lines passenger jet.
The Daily Telegraph was separately

facing questions about why it was
carrying links on its website to articles
about the downing of MH17 from a
state-owned Russian newspaper that
presented a pro-Kremlin view of the
crash.
The newspaper’s website has a spon-

sored section that showcases pro-Rus-
sian articles supplied by a state-funded
publication. In recent days it has
included links to reports that down-
played any Russian involvement in the
crash and suggested that Ukraine may
have been responsible.
The content appeared to be at odds

with thenewspaper’s editorial view that
the plane was shot down by “[Vladimir]
Putin’s separatist lackeys” after being
armedby theKremlin.Aspokeswoman
declined to comment.
Separately, Russia Today, a 24-hour

news channel that broadcasts free-to-
air in Britain, was facing an inquiry by
Ofcom into its allegedly slanted report-
ing on the crash, in which 298 people
were killed.
Last week, a British correspondent

resigned from the network after six
years, accusing RT of “distorting the
facts”. Sara Firth said that RThad regu-
larly displayed an anti-western bias in
its reporting in her time at the channel,
but that the shooting down of MH17
was “the last straw”.
In March a presenter in RT’s Amer-

ican division dramatically resigned
while delivering a news bulletin, saying
that she could no longer take part in
“whitewashing the actions of Putin”.
Ofcom, the UK’s broadcasting regu-

lator, said that it had received com-

News Flight MH17

France told to abandon sale of warships

honorific and was referred to simply
as “Putin”. Iam sure that, in
Moscow, they clocked that
downgrading of relations.
MPs condemned the regime as

barbarous, bullying and murderous.
They were running out of new words
to convey the outrage.
The considerable figure that is Sir

Nicholas Soames, voice booming,
demanded: “Do you agree that the
Russians will in fact laugh at us
unless the EU, this country and Nato
and the wider world does not
properly use its resources, its power
and influence, and shows evidence
of its real determination?”
Dave did agree. This was a

“defining moment”. The West must

Ann Treneman
Parliamentary
Sketch

Continued from page 1
intended target. Mr Cameron at-
tempted to provoke anger over Russian
aggression, claiming that the conflict
that led to thebringingdownof thepas-
senger jet was one that “could have
been curtailed by Moscow” . He then
went on to invoke the Second World
War.
“Those of us in Europe should not

need to be reminded of the consequen-
ces of turning a blind eye when big
countries bully smaller countries,” he
told MPs.
French diplomats acknowledge that

Paris could be embarrassed to be seen
handing Russia sophisticated com-
mand ships if Mr Putin maintains his
campaign for eastern Ukraine.
However, Berlin and Paris, support-

ed by Rome andMadrid, believe that it
is premature to dramatically escalate
pressure, “not least because the effec-
tive declaration of economic war on
Moscow could rebound with immense
damage to Europe,” a French official
said. Germany is warning No 10 not to

pus pe “frag-
menting” over the issue, telling senior
government figures that it might be
more useful to keep sanctions in re-
serve as a threat rather than deploying
them immediately.
Downing Street said the immediate

priority for today’s meeting was to do
everything possible to return the

bodies of the298 casualties andproper-
ly secure the crash site for air accident
investigators.
Much could depend on the reaction

of the Netherlands, which is deemed to
have a strongmoral voicewith 193 of its
nationalskilledonboard theMalaysian
Boeing.
Mark Rutte, the prime minister, has

hardened his line, demanding full
co-operation from President Putin,
but he is not calling for aggressive
sanctions.
As well as Russian oil and gas, the

Netherlands relies heavily on mineral
imports from the country and its big
companies such as the Anglo-
Dutch Shell would lose from Russian
retaliation.
José Manuel García-Margallo, the

Spanish foreign minister, refused to
condemnRussia for the crash, and sug-
gested waiting for the outcome of the
inquiry before reacting. “If Russia
doesn’t co-operate with the investi-
gation, we are very much ready to
support the sanctions,” he said.

The removal of bodies, above, continues at the crash site, captured in an aerial

Top, Russia
Beyond the
Headlines, a
sponsored
section on the

Telegraph’s
website. George
Galloway, who is
a presenter on
Russia Today

I
t was a scene that a gorilla in
the mist would recognise.
Yesterday the Commons stood
up, beating its breast with two
fists, bellowing over and over

again that something must be done
about Russia.
The insults rained down on the

government of Vladimir Putin who,
towards the end of David Cameron’s
lengthy performance, had lost his

Inside today

Strong foreign policy is
Hillary’s battleground
JustinWebb, Opinion, page 18bb, Opinion, page

Moscow must end this
macabre charade now
Leading article, page 20ading article, page

Let us tread carefully
Letters, page 21ers, page

push too hard and risk Europe “frag-
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No apology but a subdued
president softens approach

worldopinion.Hepromisedbacking for
a thorough investigation and hinted at
a change of policy in eastern Ukraine.
“Russia will do everything in its

power toensure that theconflict ineast-
ern Ukraine moves from today’s mili-
taryphase towardsaphaseof resolution
at the negotiating table,” he said.
Like Tony Abbott, the Australian

prime minister, who cautiously wel-
comed the fact that “to Mr Putin’s
credit, he did say all the right things”,
the West should perhaps be ready to
hearRussia’s implicit apology, for this is
the nearest thing to “sorry” it canman-
age. The word is difficult for Russians,
as it implies a loss of face.
KomsomolskayaPravda, a pro-Krem-

lin tabloid,was still defensive yesterday.
“Thewestern press already knowswho
is to blame for the loss of the airliner—
Russia, of course!” it said.
Novye Izvestia, a broadsheet, devoted

its front page to a poem by Yevgeny
Yevtushenko, who said all sides shared
responsibility for 298 lost lives. “I am
crying, your unnamed brother. Forgive
me for this. I am guilty.”

Flight MH17 News

have.” So, finally, in terms of Tier
Three, we seemed to be a bit more
specific on what, exactly, should be
done — at least by France.
There was no lack of

suggestions. The Lib Dem David
Heath, more Yeti than gorilla,
but still impressive,
asked: “Should we not at
least consider whether
Russian commercial
carriers are
welcome in
sovereign air space
in a civilised
world?” Dave
called this an
“interesting”
idea. I suspect,
however, that it
is not Tier
Three.

behaviour?” Dave did agree and
spoke, again, about the prospect of
Tier Three. We needed to do
something “tough, predictable and
clear”.
Later, he explained further:

“There is a willingness now to look
at the package of sanctions and to
look at measures in the third tier.”
Liam Fox, the former defence

secretary, fresh from turning down
Dave’s job offer, seems to be
enjoying his new role as the only
true interventionist left in the
Commons. This, he said, was a test
of the West’s moral fibre. “Germany,
France and Italy are responsible for
90 per cent of defence exports to
Russia,” he noted. Surely France
should stop its €1.2billion sale of
Mistral warships to Russia? “Not
just future export orders must be
stopped but current ones!” he cried.
The prime minister agreed.

“Frankly, in this country it would be
unthinkable to fulfil an order like
the one outstanding that the French

“stand up” to Russia. Something
MUST be done. Not anything, I
noted, but something. Dave noted
that he had made some progress on
harsher sanctions at an EUmeeting
last week and he hoped to make
more progress at another meeting
this week.
“I think,” he noted, “it is time to

start to go into the Tier Three
sanctions.”
Tier Three. It didn’t sound very

scary. Not sure what the gorilla in
the mist would think of that. It felt
like we were unleashing on Russia
the prospect of only being given
tickets for the not-so-central stand
at a football match or indeed
threatening them with the
nosebleed seats at the O2.
Ken Clarke, on the back benches,

which felt very strange in itself,
admonished: “Do you agree that if
this outrageous behaviour is not met
with truly effective sanctions then
the West faces very grave problems
in the next few years from Russian

ThemorningafterFlightMH17crashed
inaUkrainian field, almostcertain-
ly shot down by pro-Russian
rebels, flowers were laid outside
the Dutch embassy in Moscow
with a simple note: “Forgive us.”
Since then, more bouquets have

appeared, a sign thatRussians
sense their country bears
responsibility.

Lacking a clear lead
from President Putin,
the Russian media
initially said little or
smeared the govern-
ment in Kiev. Finally
the president, who was
pictured over theweek-
end praying in a monas-
tery outside Moscow,
has spoken and his mes-
sage that what happened
should “unite and not di-

vide people” sounded like a
softening of theKremlin posi-
tion and an attempt to appease

Helen Womack

PETR SHELOMOVSKIY / DEMOTIX; AIRBUS DS / ALLSOURCE ANALYSIS, VADIM GHIRDA / AP

Will Cameron risk the City
for sanctions against Russia?
Analysis Charles Bremner

I
s David Cameron
ready to jettison
the hundreds of
millions of
pounds that

Russians launder
through the City of
London? That question
yesterday from an
aide to President
Hollande reflected the
doubts in Europe over
the prime minister’s
crusade to punish
Vladimir Putin with
sanctions for the
downing of Flight
MH17.
Despite outrage

across the EU, most of
the member states are
loath to embark on an
economic war with
Moscow, which they
fear will hurt more
than it helps and
could halt the
continent’s recovery.
Since the fall of the

Berlin Wall more
than 20 years ago, the
continent’s economies
have become
entwined with
Russia’s. Some states
are dependent on the
products of Gazprom
and Rosneft, the
Russian gas and oil
giants. Germany, the
continent’s
powerhouse, and Italy,
the shakiest large
euro state, could
barely live without
them. Western
companies such as
Italy’s ENI energy
giant, the Anglo-
Dutch Shell, French
Renault vehicles and
Danone dairy
products earn a large
chunk of their income
from Russia.
For Angela Merkel,

hasty action against
Moscow risks halting
Germany’s slowing
expansion. In Paris,
Mr Hollande is trying
to save a contract
worth nearly £1 billion
and 2,000 French jobs
— unwisely signed by
Nicolas Sarkozy, his
predecessor — to
provide the Russians
with two high-tech
warships in October.
The former Soviet

bloc states, especially
Poland and the three
Baltic republics of
Estonia, Lithuania
and Latvia, are also
anchored into
Russian energy
supplies, but they are
prepared to risk their
economies because
they see their security
as directly threatened
by the neighbour that
invaded and ruled
them on and off for
centuries.
The dependence on

Russian income and
energy explains the
reluctance of the 28
EU states since the
outbreak of the
Ukraine crisis last
year to follow the
United States with
sanctions against the
Kremlin that bite.
Since the annexation
of Crimea, the EU has
followed a painfully
negotiated process of
“phases”, starting with
the first, which was a
slap on the wrist in
the form of
cancellation of talks
on such things as visa-
free travel.
Each phase has

come with solemn
warnings, mocked by

the Kremlin as
meaningless.
In the months since,

the EU has embarked
on phase two, asset
and travel bans on
people and now
companies involved
with Russian action in
Ukraine. Last week
Mrs Merkel went
along with the other
EU leaders in an
agreement to widen
the list and cut
finance from public
investment banks, but
they stopped at
targeting Mr Putin’s
inner circle of
“Kremlin cronies”, as
the US has done.
That leaves phase

three, sanctions
against Russia’s core
economic interests.
Berlin and Paris,
supported by Rome
and Madrid, believe
that it is premature to
go there, “not least
because the . . .
declaration of
economic war on
Moscow could
rebound with
immense damage to
Europe,” as a French
official said yesterday.
Eyebrows have been

raised over Mr
Cameron’s appeals to
high principle and his
gung-ho calls to hit
the Kremlin’s
commercial interests
and cancel French
warships. That is
because he has shown
little enthusiasm for
action that would hurt
Britain’s biggest
Russian interest —
the haven for Russian
capital that is offered
by the City of London.

President Putin
promised
to back an
investigation

photograph, top left. Emergency services were forced to wear gas masks as they loaded the bodies on refrigerated trains
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Wrangle over bodies puts
investigation in jeopardy

territory, it moved off from the site late
last night.
Najib Razak, the Malaysian prime

minister, said that he had brokered a
deal to ensure that black box voice re-
corders from the flight would also be
handed over.
Peter vanVliet, theheadof theDutch

three-man team sent to identify bodies,
said that a “forensic sweep of the entire
area” was required. “But whether that’s
possible I don’t know,” he added.
About 192 of the 298 dead are Dutch

citizens and anger in the Netherlands
continued to grow.
In Washington, President Obama

demanded that investigators be given
full access and accused pro-Russian
rebels of removing evidence and pilfer-
ing from the scene. “What are they try-
ing to hide?” he asked.
Russia denied Ukrainian and US

claims that it supplied military equip-
ment to rebels, including a number of
BUK-M1 anti-aircraft systems that
Washington and Kiev claim were re-
sponsible for shooting the jet down.
InMoscow, Lieutenant-General An-

drei Kartopolov said Russia could

prove thataUkrainianSU-25 fighter jet
was flying close to the passenger jet
before it crashed and implied that it
could have shot the aircraft down.
“An altitude gain was recorded for a

Ukrainian armed forces plane. Its dis-
tance from the Malaysian Boeing was
three to five kilometres [two to three
miles],” he said. “With what aim was a
military plane flying along a civilian
aviation route practically at the same
time and at the same flight level as a
passenger liner?”
He added: “[The plane] is armedwith

air-to-air R-60 rockets, which can hit a
target from a distance of up to 12 kilo-
metres and guaranteed within 5 kilo-
metres.”
President Putin said blame for the

disaster laywith theUkrainian govern-
ment for recommencing military oper-
ations on June 28 after the breakdown
of a ceasefire. He added that the trage-
dy should not be used for “mercenary
objectives”.
The Dutch victim identification

team finally reached the refrigerator
train where rebels had placed almost
200 bodies to be told that the refrigera-
tion units had broken down during a
power cut the previous evening. Inves-
tigators wore face masks and bowed
their heads before entering the trucks,
which emitted an overwhelming
stench.
However, despite claims of damage

to the crime scene, Mr van Vliet said
that he had considerable praise for the
efforts of local volunteers who had
managed to recover 282 bodies and 87
fragments of bodies.
“I’m very impressed about the work

that was done over here,” he said. “I
think they did a hell of a job in a hell of
a place.”

and rebel leaders have repeatedly
clashed over possession of the victims’
bodies.
After the Dutch national forensic

science investigators called on the sep-
aratists to allow a refrigerated train
carrying almost 200 bodies to finally
leave for Kharkiv, in government-held

News Flight MH17

Grief in the Netherlands is turning to
anger over events at the crash site

It has left

An emotional KingWillem-Alexander
spokeofhis scarrednationafter ameet-
ing with the Dutch relatives of those
killed in the disaster.
The atrocity had left “a deep wound

in our society”, the king said after
speaking to the families of his country’s
193 victims.Dutch citizensmade up the
great majority of the 298 people killed
and state prosecutors have begun awar
crime investigation intended to bring
the perpetrators to justice.
Before themeeting, abereaved father

wrote a deeply ironic open letter to
whoever shot down flight MH17 to
“thank” them for killing his 17-year-old
daughter, Elsemiek.
“Thank you very much Mr Putin,

separatist leadersor theUkrainiangov-
ernment, for murdering my dear and
only child,” Hans de Borst said in the
letter published by Dutch media.
“Ihope thatyouareproud tohavede-

stroyed her young life and that you can
look at yourself in the mirror.”
The king gave a television address

Tom Coghlan
in Hrabove

David Charter

Dutch investigators have expressed
doubts that a proper investigation into
the Malaysia Airlines disaster will be
possible after Kiev and pro-Russian
separatists continued to wrangle over
the crash site.
Four days after the disaster, a full in-

vestigation has yet to begin while Kiev
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Revived government
forces in push to win
back rebel capital

racing towards rural areas, away from
the fighting in the northwest quarter of
the city.
“It is dangerous near the railway

station,” Donetsk city council said in a
statement on its website, asking resi-
dents to stay indoors.
The government of President Po-

roshenko has vowed to retake the city
as part of what it has dubbed “anti-
terrorist operations” against the sepa-
ratists. Donetsk is 37 miles from Hra-
bove, where the Malaysia Airlines jet
camedown, and theUkrainian govern-
ment has promised not to conduct any
military operations within 25 miles of
the crash site.
The Ukrainian military said it had

takenover a suburbofDonetsk and sol-
diers were “freeing” the village of
Dzerzhinsk, about 40 miles to the

north. “If there are explosions in the
middle of the city, then it is not Ukrain-
ian soldiers,” said Andriy Lysenko, a
security council spokesman. “We have
strict orders not to use air strikes and
artillery in the city.”
Rebel fighters inmobile groups raced

through the city in open-topped vehi-
cles and minibuses, saying they were
confident of holding off any advance.
An English-speaking commander

calling himself Rubeen—TheRuby—
showed off a destroyed T-64 tank
caught by rebel fighters on the road
from the government-held airport.
“A Ukraine [government] group got

into the city with two tanks and one
came through,” he said. “He could have
been lost. Our group and two others
caught him. We shot him in the side
witha rocket-propelledgrenadeatagas
station . . . he travelled about 700metres
and stopped and burnt but he was still
alive. We shot him again. They [the oc-
cupants] all died.”
Rubeen said he was a former Soviet

soldier who had moved to the US,
become a car salesman and had three
children. He said that the city’s defend-
erswere all volunteer fighters driven by
ideology rather than pay.

Flight MH17 News

Fighting erupted in the Ukrainian city
of Donetsk yesterday as pro-govern-
ment forces pounded Russian-backed
separatists inwhat is expected to be the
defining operation to clear rebels from
the region.
The clashes were the first in the city

since the regional capital of the self-
declared People’s Republic of Donetsk
was seized by separatists in April.
A revitalised Ukrainian army drove

separatists from several towns, includ-
ing their strongholds of Slovyansk and
Kramatorsk, two weeks ago and have
since concentrated 30,000 troops close
to Donetsk. The separatist movement
is thought to have about 10,000militia-
men and to hold two major cities —
Donetsk and Luhansk.
The fighting broke out as govern-

ment troops and rebel fighters squab-
bled for control of the bodies of victims
of the MH17 crash and the aircraft
black-boxvoice recorders.Theviolence
intensified the danger and complexity
of the investigation into the crash in a
war zone.
TheUkrainian government said that

its forces were “clearing the approach-
es” to Donetsk, and officials in the city
confirmed that at least five people had
died and 12 had been injured.
Rebel fighters showed off the wreck-

age of a T-64 tank they destroyed near
the airport. The US government on
SundayaccusedRussiaof supplying 150
tanks and othermilitary vehicles to the
rebels last week.
On roads outside Donetsk, The

Times has seen three significant rebel
convoys in the past 48 hours – with
several hundred armed fighters in uni-
form sprawled across the backs of two
modern Russian-made tanks and
riding in the back of coaches, lorries
and pickups.
Plumes of black smoke rose from at

least four points inside the city and
tracer firewas visible aroundnoonnear
the suburbs of Makeyevka and Vasino-
vataya.
The remains of two Grad rockets lay

in the gardens of homes in a suburb
near the derelict Tochmash machine
tools plant as rockets landed in and
around the city before 1pm. The plant
was in flames and separatists tried to
switch off a nearby gas mains which
had fractured.
The streets rapidly emptied and cars

loaded with possessions could be seen

CRASH SITE

Donetsk

D O N E T S K
R E G I O N

LUHANSK
REGION

Torez

Railway
station

Airport

U K R A I N E

RUSSIA5 miles

Heavy fighting

(Mainly
rebel held)

Dutch investigators
examine bodies at
railway station

Train carrying bodies in
refrigerated carriages
leaves Torez. Officials say
the train will go to Kharkiv

Hrabove

Kramatorsk

Kharkiv
Slovyansk

Donetsk

Horlivka

Luhansk

U K R A I N E

50miles

RU S S I A

Regions affected by
pro-Russian insurgency

Under rebel control

Towns held by rebels

Elsemiek de Borst, a
17-year-old student, left,
was among the 193 Dutch
citizens who died on Flight
MH17. She is pictured above

with her father, Hans de
Borst, who wrote a scathing
letter thanking President
Putin for murdering his
“loved and only child”

Tom Coghlan Donetsk

Online today

Ukraine crisis news
and expert analysis

thetimes.co.uk/europeus with a deep wound, says king
after his meeting alongside Queen
Máxima with almost 1,000 relatives
near Utrecht.
“Many people said to us: ‘We just

want to say a proper goodbye to our
loved ones’, ” the king said.
“Weunderstand their frustrationand

their concern, and we share their wish
for clarity aboutwhat caused this disas-
ter. This awful disaster has left a deep
wound in our society.”
Mark Rutte, the prime minister,

joined the meeting.
“The whole of the Netherlands feels

their anger, the whole of the Nether-
lands feels their deep grief,” he said.
“Some have lost three or four people,
sometimes direct family, sometimes a
friend, relative, someone from their
street.” He called on people to come to-
gether to support the bereaved.
The initialDutch reactionof stoicism

has turned to growing anger at the
treatmentof the crash sceneand the re-
mains of the victims.
“The thought that they have already

been lying in the heat for three days,
while separatists or terrorists — I do

not know what they are doing around
them,” said Silene Frederiksz, who lost
her son, Bryce, 23, and his girlfriend,
Daisy Oehlers.
Ruud Lahaye, whose brother, John,

54,waskilled in thecrashalongwithhis
partner, Lilian Brouwers, added: “Of
course we are not happy. It is going to
take six weeks before they can come
back to the Netherlands. From here we
cannot do anything.”
Dutch prosecutors opened an in-

vestigation yesterday into what hap-
pened to Flight MH17 on suspicion of
murder, war crimes and intentionally
bringing down an airliner. A Dutch
public prosecutor was in Ukraine as
part of the investigation. Under Dutch
law, theNetherlands can prosecutewar
crime suspects, even for crimes alleged
to have been committed abroad, if one
or more victims is Dutch.
A silent march was held in the port

city of Rotterdam last night inmemory
of two restaurant owners who were
killed in the disaster. Another silent
march is being considered for tomor-
row in Amsterdam.

The Dutch prime
minister, Mark
Rutte, above left,
King Willem-

Alexander of the
Netherlands and
Queen Maxima
met families

Thank you very much Mr Putin, leaders of the separatists
or the Ukraine government for murdering my loved and
only child, Elsemiek de Borst!

She was 17 years old and a 5th gymnasium student at
Segbroek College in Den Haag. And she was on her way
to her holiday in Malaysia together with her little brother,
her mum (my ex-wife) and her stepfather.

Elsemiek would have done her final school exams next
year, together with her best friends, Julia and Marina. She
did so well in school! After that she wanted to go to the
Delft University of Technology to study engineering. She
was looking forward to it!

But, suddenly, she is not here any more! She has been shot
out of the sky, in an unknown country, where there is a
war going on!

Aforementioned sirs, I hope you’re proud to have shot
her, among other young lives and futures, and that you
will be able to look at yourselves in the mirror tomorrow
morning.

I hope you will receive this message, maybe translated
into English, which you, as intelligent gentlemen, could
read just fine.

Thanks again!

Regards, Elsemiek’s father, Hans de Borst, from Monster,
the Netherlands, whose life is ruined!!

P.S. Mr Putin, I hope that your intense conversation with
our prime minster Rutte opened your eyes! I know you
are impressed by this and I would find it impressive if you
took the initiative to guard the crash sight with the
Russian military, so the Dutch investigators can do their
job. Thanks in advance.

Dear Mr Putin, my daughter’s murderer
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Deadly diseases lose their
sting as aid spending soars
Oliver Moody

Three of the world’s most deadly infec-
tiousdiseases are losing their stingafter
significant falls in the number of vic-
tims they have claimed over the past
decade, according to a landmark study.
The rise ofHIV, tuberculosis andma-

laria, which killed more than four
million people a year at their peaks, has
been stopped in its tracks since 2000
thanks toheavy international spending
on treatment and prevention, the
research found.
An international team of academics

foundthat thenumberofdeaths related
to HIV/Aids each year had been cut by
almost a third in only eight years as far
fewer children developed the condition
from their mothers.
In 2013, 1.3 million people died from

causes related to HIV, down from
1.8million at the height of the epidemic
in 2005, while the number of new cases
has also fallen by more than a third
since its peak in 1997.
The study, published today in The

Lancet, comes days after another paper
found that Aids-linked death rates had
halved in ten years in Europe, Australia
and theUS, andpresents themost com-
prehensive evidence to date that the
tide is being turned in the developing
world as well.
A survey of 188 countries covering

the years between 1990 and 2013, said
to be the first of its kind, found that new
HIV infections were now overwhelm-

ingly among adults in their twenties
and early thirties.
Most of the progress had been made

in using medical treatments to prevent
children from catching the condition
from theirmothers, with the number of
new cases among under-18s falling by
more than half in the new millennium.
SarahHand, chief executive ofAvert,

an international Aids charity based in

Britain, said that it was far more
difficult to stop teenagers and adults
contracting Aids because in many
countries it would involve deep shifts in
attitudes to sex and drug use.
“Youcan’t justhandouta loadof con-

doms and say ‘There you go’,” she said.
“You have to understandwhat’s driving
the way people behave.”
The number of new cases of malaria

discovered each year has also fallen
markedly, from 232 million in 2003 to
165 million ten years later, while the
number of children dying from the dis-
ease in sub-SaharanAfrica, dropped by
almost a third over the same period. TB
has declined at a slower rate of 3.7 per
cent since 2000.
The authors of the study said that the

Millennium Development Goals, a
multibillion-pound international aid
effort led by the UN, had played a key
part in bringing about a decline in the
number of deaths and new cases.
Christopher Murray, from the Insti-

tute for HealthMetrics and Evaluation
at the University of Washington and a
lead author, said that the investment in
fightingHIVwas saving lives “at a rapid
clip” but failing projects needed to be
abandoned to free up more money for
the more effective treatments.
Someacademics andhealth charities

have voiced concern that governments
may slacken their efforts against infec-
tious diseases after the Millennium
Development Goals ends next year .
Leading article, page 20

Leading causes of death

Worldwide 2012

Source: WHO
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Big event A baby Pudu, the world’s smallest species of deer, has been born in a
conservation programme at Chester Zoo. Selene will grow to be 38cm (15in) tall

HOTSPOT MEDIA
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The final
performance
ofMonty

Python Live
(Mostly) was

beamed live to
more than 2,000
cinemas around the
world, bringing
down the curtain
on a long-awaited
reunion that has
made each of the
actors £2 million
richer (Alex Spence
writes).
John Cleese,

Michael Palin, Eric

Idle, Terry Gilliam
and Terry Jones
took a bow at the
end of their ten-
night run at The O2
arena in London.
They have said

that this 45th
anniversary show
will probably be
the last live
performance of the
cult comedy act.

Curtain
closes on
Pythons’
reunion

Davis gives up day
job for Newsnight

Alex Spence Media Editor

Evan Davis will replace Jeremy Pax-
man as the main presenter of News-
night, heralding a changeof tone for the
BBC’s main nightly current affairs
programme.
Davis, who also presents Dragons’

Den, will swap early starts on Radio 4’s
Today programme for late nights on
BBC Two in the autumn. Others who
had been tipped to replace Paxman
included Davis’s Radio 4 colleague
Eddie Mair and Krishnan Guru-
Murthy of Channel 4 News.
The appointment was welcomed at

the BBC but will result in a stark depar-
ture from the abrasive, hard-hitting
interviews that characterised Paxman’s
25 years as a Newsnight anchor.
Davis, who trained as an econo-

mist before becoming a journalist,
is known for a cheerful, chatty
style and has criticised some in-
terviewers in the past for being too
aggressive.
The 52-year-old is un-

derstood to have initially
been reluctant to leave
Today — which has 7
millionweekly listeners
— for a TV programme
that is no longer
regarded as essential
viewing.
He said yesterday: “I

can’t deny that I feel terribly
sad to be leaving the Today

programme but, at the same time, how
could I turn down the offer of this role
on Newsnight?”
Davis’s arrival is an attempt by BBC

executives to breathe new life into
Newsnight. The programme’s reputa-
tion suffered after the shelving of an
investigation into Jimmy Savile and it
has also drifted in the ratings. It now
averages about 600,000 viewers a
night, having fallen 30 per cent since
2009.
Ian Katz, the former deputy editor of

The Guardian, who took over as News-
night editor last year, has been given
leeway by his bosses to bring in several
highly paid correspondents, at a time
whenotherBBCdepartments face cuts.
Davis will present Newsnight three
nights a week, sharing duties with
Kirsty Wark, Laura Kuenssberg
and Emily Maitlis. He will not be
replaced immediately onToday.
The Newsnight switch was re-

vealed as the BBC published its
annual report, revealing
that it paid out £25million
for redundancies last
year. No individual pay-
ments of more than
£150,000 had been paid
since a cap introduced
by Lord Hall of Bir-
kenhead, the director-
general, took effect.

Evan Davis replaces Jeremy
Paxman in the autumn

DAVE J HOGAN / GETTY IMAGES

John Cleese with his wife, Jennifer, right, and
daughter Camilla after the final show, above
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Morning has broken A glorious dawn over Carn Marth in Cornwall yesterday. The warm weather across Britain is expected to continue this week although more heavy storms are also likely. Weather, page 17

Spot a waste of space to solve house crisis
A campaign to identify thousands of
derelict sites suitable for new homes is
being launched today to help to solve
Britain’s housing crisis without con-
creting over the countryside.
The initiative, calledWaste of Space,

seeks to tap the local knowledge of
people across the country about dis-
used buildings and former industrial
sites.
The Campaign to Protect Rural En-

gland is askingpeople tonominate sites
by tweeting or emailing photographs,
which it will compile and publish in a
nationaldatabase.The informationwill
be used to put pressure on the govern-
ment to increase the incentives for de-
velopers to target brownfield sites in-
stead of the countryside.
The CPRE says that there is enough

brownfield land for at least 1.8 million

homes, based on the 84,000 acres of
such land identified in the National
LandUseDatabase. If all this landwere
developed, Britain could meet the
annual demand for 250,000 new
homes a year without touching any
partof thecountryside forat least seven
years.
However, national planning policy is

preventing local authorities fromprior-
itising brownfield sites over greenfield,
according to the CPRE. It said that the
“brownfield first” policy introduced in
the 1990s by John Major’s government
had been abolished by the National
Planning Policy Framework in 2012.
The CPRE has already identified

dozens of brownfield sites that could be
suitable for housing, including a former
shoe factory in Northampton that has
been empty since 1995, a 20-acre site in
Luton containing 15 derelict factories,
and industrial buildings in Frome,

Somerset, which have been empty or
used for storage formore than 20 years.
The government recently began to

shift the focus back to brownfield land
after growing protests in Tory heart-
lands over housing applications in the
countryside.
GeorgeOsborne, the chancellor, said

in his Mansion House speech last
month that local authorities would be
required to pre-approve housing devel-
opment on enough brownfield land
“for up to 200,000 homes”.
Shaun Spiers, chief executive of the

CPRE, said: “The 200,000 target is
grossly unambitious. With so much
brownfield landavailable it is nonsensi-
cal that 700,000 new homes are
planned for our open countryside,
200,000 of which are in the green belt.
“More housing is desperately needed

in England, but the current planning
system does not require the prioritisa-

tionof brownfield landovermost of our
countryside. More needs to be done to
use suitable sites in towns and cities
rather than forcing development into
our green spaces. With the right
nationalpolicies, exemplarydesignand
careful local planning we can build the
houses we desperately need and pro-
tect our landscapes at the same time.”
MrSpiers said that big housebuilding

companies ignored most brownfield
sites because they wanted large, open
areas onwhich they could build estates
of 100 or more homes. Brownfield sites
were often suitable for ten homes or
less, he said, and it could be prohibitive-
ly expensive for small building compa-
nies to prepare the detailed submis-
sions needed to obtain planning per-
mission for them.
He said that the government should

help builders to obtain loans to carry
out development on brownfield land.

“We needHelp to Build instead ofHelp
to Buy,” he said.
Eric Pickles, the communities secre-

tary, expressed support for the CPRE’s
campaign. He said: “We’ve already
made it easier for existing buildings to
be converted into homes, and made
sure councils can set locally appropri-
ate targets for using brownfield land.
“We have also increased transparen-

cy by opening up the books of councils
so that people can see the value of the
land councils hold and can challenge
them to release brownfield sites suita-
ble for development. That’s why I en-
courage people to get involved in this
campaign and nominate brownfield
land that canbeunlocked in their area.”
CPRE is askingpeople to sendphotos

byemailingwasteofspace@cpre.org.uk,
tweeting @CPRE with the hashtag
#WasteOfSpace, or posting to theFace-
book group #WasteOfSpace.

Ben Webster Environment Editor

Burning effigy? Not us, says Greenpeace
Ben Webster

Greenpeace has demanded an apology
from Owen Paterson, the former envi-
ronment secretary, over his claim that
the group burnt an effigy of him while
hewas recovering from an operation to
save his eyesight.
A spokesman for the group said that

the effigy burning had been carried out
by animal rights protesters and that it
did not take part in such acts “which
mightbe seenasencouragingviolence”.
Mr Paterson, who was sacked in the

cabinet reshuffle last week, made the
claim inanewspaperarticle inwhichhe
attacked the “green blob”, his phrase for
“the mutually supportive network of
environmental pressuregroups, renew-
able energy companies and some

public officials who keep each other
well supplied with lavish funds,
scare stories and green tape”.
Hewrote that he had received

more death threats in a few
months as environment secre-
tary than he had in two years as
Northern Ireland secretary.
“My home address was

circulated worldwide
with an incitement to
trash it; I was burnt in effi-
gy by Greenpeace as I was
recovering from an opera-
tion to save my eyesight.”
A Greenpeace spokes-

man said: “Patersonmay be confus-
ing two rather different events.
The year before his eye opera-
tion someprotesters against [his]
somewhatunpopular badger cull
did burn an effigy. Nine or ten
months later, on the occasion of

the UK’s worst flooding for
decades, a Green-
peace volunteer
rowedadinghyonthe
Thames in West-
minster. The volunteer
was wearing a papier-
mâché mask, but [it]
wasn’t, strictly speak-
ing, an ‘effigy’ and cer-

tainly wasn’t burnt.”
Mr Paterson did not return

calls yesterday.

Greenpeace’s version of
Owen Paterson on its
website yesterday

Secret of starling formation

The formations of starlings as they
flock in their thousands have long been
a mystery to birdwatchers.
Even theoreticalphysicistshavebeen

baffled by the ebb and flow of murmu-
rations, as the gatherings are known.
Researchers at the University of

Warwick have found that the flocks are
organised in such away that every star-
ling can see patches of the sky.
Writing in the journal PNAS, they

observed that chinks of light were
always visible throughout the murmu-
ration, and claimed that this was the
result of birds constantly shifting so
that they could look around and see
what the others were doing.
The researchers created a computer

model inwhicheach “bird”wouldauto-
maticallydrift toaposition that let it see
as many of the others as possible. The
result was a swarm that closely
mirrored the movement of starlings in
the real world.
Daniel Pearce, the mathematician

who led the research, said: “An individ-
ual starling within a flock can see in
front of them areas of light and dark
created by other birds. The silhouettes
we external observers witness are a
result of large flocks self-organising to
achieve a state at which a bird can still
see some of the light sky and gather
information from other birds.”
The study contradicts a 2010 paper

by Italian physicistswhich claimed that
individual starlings took their cues
from the seven birds around them.

Oliver Moody

MIKE THOMAS
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WW1 over by
Xmas #truce
Counterfactual history is trendy but
surelyDan Snow takes things a bit
too far inBBC History magazine by
suggesting that if only they’d had
Twitter in the trenches, the First
WorldWar would have been all
over byChristmas. Snow, right,
writes that in December 1914 there
was a series of local truces all along
the Western Front. “The trouble
was that everyone thought it was
just them.” If they had social media,
he claims, the “revolutionary” spirit
of Yuletide peace would have been
unstoppable. Either that or the
Tommies would have been too busy
sharing photos of kittens that look
like Kaiser Bill to return to fighting.

Police performed a controlled
explosion on an abandoned bag
outside the Treasury yesterday. Does
this mean the boom years are back?

mad men
When Tony Blair claimed that the
current violence in Iraq had nothing
to do with his 2003 invasion, the
mayor of London called him
unhinged. Blair used a segment of
his public lecture yesterday to
retaliate. “It is a little disconcerting

to be described mad by Boris
Johnson,” he said. “Relatively
speaking, it is not a high bar.”

Fifteen years ago, according to the
diaries of the former Labour MP
Chris Mullin, Cherie Blair declared
that her husband would spurn the
lecture circuit on leaving Downing
Street. “I’m married to an idealist,”
she simpered. “WhenTony retires he
wants to go and teach in Africa.”
Stop laughing at the back. Yesterday
came the sad news that the ex-PM is
barely worth £20 million. Perhaps
Bob Geldof could organise Blair Aid?

sacked but still sexy?
Freed from the shackles of office,
Owen Paterson has joined Twitter.
His third tweet showed a brave face
after his sacking, bragging that at
least he is Britain’s sexiestMP. This
refers to a continually updated web
poll that’s been around so long that
David Miliband’s on it. Paterson is

indeed currently at No 1, 30 places
ahead of the next sexiest male MP,
Richard Drax. One hopes that
Paterson’s wife hasn’t been voting
for him as a confidence boost.

Given Chris Ofili’s fondness for
working in elephant dung, the Royal
Ballet may struggle to get volunteers
to be “living canvases” for a new
installation by the former Turner
Prize-winner at the Royal Opera
House. Bodily fluids are in fashion:
the ROH has also commissioned
work by a street artist called Phlegm.

stumped for a response
People scoffed at Giles Clarke, the
supercilious chairman of the
England and Wales Cricket Board,
when he declared after the 5-0
Ashes defeat in the winter that it
was “nonsense to say we’re at a low
ebb”. How wise he was. Subsequent
results have shown that England
were able to go far lower.
On Sunday, Jonathan Agnew, the

commentator, took an England
player out for dinner. Recognising
only his older passenger, the taxi
driver ranted at length about how
rubbish the team are. At last, he
gestured at the younger man. “That
your son?” he asked. “No,” Agnew
replied, nodding at the taker of 252
Test wickets. “That’s Stuart Broad.”

patrick kidd

Stay cool in bed and
lose a few pounds
Lucy Holden

If you want to lose weight, try turning
down the heating in the bedroom.
Going to bed in chillier temperatures is
better for your health because the body
burns fat trying to keep you warm, re-
search has revealed.
Lowering the thermostat transforms

stores of brown body fat into energy.
Brown fat is known as “good fat”
because it produces heat by burning
calories. Theother type,white fat, is the
“bad” kind that sticks to our sides and
increases our waistlines.
Babies are bornwith plenty of brown

fat, but theamount in thebodydecreas-
es with age. Until recently it was be-
lieved that adults had no brown fat, but
scientists have discovered that tea-
spoon-sized portions are stored in the
neck and back of many adults.
Brown fat is metabolically active,

producing 300 times more heat than
any organ in the body, and anything
that “switches it on”will preventweight
gain.
Researchers at the National

Institutes of Health (NIH) in the
United States have discovered that
sleeping in thecoldproduces this effect.
The cold alters the expenditure of

energy through the night and into the
day, prompting weight loss. Brown fat
produces 300 timesmoreheat thanany
organ in thebodyandworks tokeep the
body at the optimum temperature.
In an initial experiment with mice it

was found that the animals’ bodies took
sugar out of the bloodstream to burn
calories and stay warm.
The experiment was then repeated

with five young men who slept in tem-
perature-controlled rooms at the NIH
for four months.
It was found that colder tempera-

tures noticeably changed their bodies.
After four weeks of sleeping at a cool
66F (19C) the amount of brown fat in
the men’s bodies had doubled.
When the bedrooms were kept at a

humid 81F(27C) the amount of “good
fat” in the men’s bodies decreased,
leaving just white fat, whichwas harder
to lose.
Professor Francesco S. Celi, the

author of the study, said: “These were
all healthy youngmen to start with but
just by sleeping in a colder room, they
gained metabolic advantages that
could lessen their risk for diabetes and
other metabolic problems.”
During theexperiment themenwent

about their normal lives and returned
at 8pm, but all their meals were provid-
ed to ensure that their calorie intake
was constant.
The men burnt more calories

throughout the day by sleeping in a
colder room. However, the metabolic
enhancements were undone after four
weeks of sleeping at the hotter
temperatures.
Professor Celi added that he kept his

office chilled, because it had the advan-
tage of “keeping meetings short”.
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Jobs vacancies are rising, but
graduates lack the right skills
Greg Hurst Education Editor

Almost a quarter of graduate employ-
ers have complained of being unable to
fill vacancies despite recordnumbers of
school leavers going to university.
Hundreds of posts with Britain’s

leading companies were left vacant as
employers said universitieswere failing
to produce graduates with the skills
they wanted, and predicted that things
would get worse.
The findings took the gloss off strong

figures in thegraduate recruitment sec-
tor—employers reported a 17.1 per cent
rise in graduate vacancies, compared
with just 4.3 per cent last year, and a
remarkable turnaround from twoyears
ago when numbers contracted by
8.2 per cent.
However, 23.3 per cent of employers

said they were unable to fill all their
graduate positions in the most recent
recruiting cycle. Therewere 452 gradu-
ate vacancies reported by41 employers,
an average of 11 per company.
Stephen Isherwood, chief executive

of theAssociationofGraduateRecruit-
ers, blamed a “mismatch” between the
graduates produced by universities and
the knowledge and skills sought by
employers.
Transport and logistics companies

found it hardest to hire skilled gradu-
ates, with half leaving positions vacant,
while 40 per cent of accountancy and
professional service firms and 33 per
cent of construction and engineering
firms were unable to fill all their posts.
Mr Isherwood said: “The issue is

likely to increase in significance as
vacancies continue to rise, while

demographic changes mean there are
fewer young people to recruit.”
He advised graduates to do their

research, target their applications and
ensure their CVs did them justice.
The findings were based on a survey

of 189 graduate employers. The fastest-
growing were banks and financial ser-
vices companies, which expanded their
recruitment by 54 per cent as they
recovered after the financial crisis.
City jobs accounted for 9 per cent of

new graduate positions and were the
best paid, with investment banks and
fund managers offering average start-
ing salaries of £43,500. The median
graduate salary across all sectors was
£27,000, up by £500 on last year.
Graduate jobs were concentrated in

London, with 45.6 per cent in the capi-
tal and 11.2 per cent in the southeast.

Student loan write-off losses cause alarm
Greg Hurst

MPs have demanded a review of the
cost of subsidising student loans after
forecasts that 45p in every £1 lent may
be written off.
The cost of underwriting student

loans was compounded by unreliable
government estimates and a poor
record at collectingmoney owed, espe-
cially from graduates whomoved over-

seas, they said. The cross-party busi-
ness select committee said that the loan
system had reached a “tipping point”.
When university tuition fees trebled

to £9,000, ministers raised the thresh-
old at which graduates started to repay
their debts to £21,000, so that loans
were repaid over a longer period.
This year the government said it had

been projected that 45 per cent of the
cost of student loans would not be re-

paid. Experts have said that if it hits
48.6 per cent, the systemwill costmore
than it gains in loan repayments
A Department for Business spokes-

man said: “The costs of the loan system
arebasedonprojectionsof graduate re-
payments over the next 35 years. These
projections will continue to fluctuate
due to numerousmacro-economic var-
iables, and present no immediate pres-
sure on the system.”

Officer class A portrait of He Bin, a senior commander during the Ming dynasty
in China (1368-1644), is part of an exhibition at the National Museum of Scotland

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF SCOTLAND
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I hate Twitter and I think you all know why, declares Harry
PrinceHarryhas revealed thathehates
Twitter because it has contributed to
the invasion of his privacy.
The prince was speaking to 60

schoolchildren at an event to promote
the Invictus Games for wounded
servicemen and women in September.
The children were learning how to use
Twitter and Facebook to promote the
games, but the prince said that he had
given up social media.
There has long been speculation that

Harry has a social media presence —
under an alias— on sites such as Face-
book. However, asked at the Invictus
event yesterday whether he would be

tweeting during the games, he said: “I
would love to get involved and go on
socialmedia and, if itwas for causes like
this, I really would.
“The issue for myself and my family,

put quite simply, is that it’s veryhard for
me to tweet about the Invictus Games
and tweet about something thatmeans
a lot to me, whereas I at the same time
really quite hate Twitter [because of]
the invasion of privacy. I think you all
understand what I’m talking about.”
His remarks at a workshop at Beth-

nal Green Academy in east London
were interpreted as a reference to the
way people tweet pictures of him
whenever he goes out in public, a phe-
nomenon that put particular strain on

his relationship with Cressida Bonas.
Twitter also played a significant role in
the dissemination of naked pictures of
him playing strip billiards in Las Vegas
in 2012. At yesterday’s event, when the
class was asked who was on Snapchat
and Twitter, Harry smiled but did not
raise his hand. “I’m not on social media
but I used to be,” he said.
Speaking about the games, he said:

“You only hear about the guys who die,
you never hear about the injuries. So to
give this opportunity to all these guys
whohave been injured andmanaged to
survive thanks to the amazing medical
care we have nowadays, I think that’s a
really powerful message to send to
everybody.”

Most parents who choose baby’s sex want a girl
Parents would choose to have girls
rather than boys if they had the chance
to select, according to a fertility expert.
Dr Daniel Potter, who treats women

in the United States, where gender
selection is permitted, said that fourout
of five British patients who travelled to
his clinic were choosing to have girls.
Some women had become desperate

for a daughter, especially if they had
had a couple of sons, he said.
“Some have only one child but most

have two or three of the same gender.
The process is driven by the mother,
who has identified with little girls since
her own childhood and has always had

a place for a daughter. When they do
not have one, it is like a death and they
grieve for their little girl,” he said.
“I havehadpatients come tome from

the other side of the world who have
never been on a plane before and have
saved up for a long time — it is really
very important to them.”
In countries such asChina and India,

the preference for boys is well known
and for years parents have been using
ultrasound and amniocentesis, fol-
lowed by abortion, to avoid giving birth
to girls.
Such practices have already skewed

sex ratios in these countries — China
had32millionmoremenunder 20 than
women in 2005. However, in the West
there appears to be a growing bias to-

wards girls. The demise of the need for
a male heir, even in the royal family
since the law was changed in 2012, is
partly behind the trend.Manymothers
also appear to believe that daughters
are “sonsplus”because theycannowdo
all the things boys can do, but aremore
likely to be their friend.
Somanywomenarenowupsetwhen

they find out the sex of their child that
there is a new term to describe it —
“gender disappointment”.
According to Ellie Lee, senior lectur-

er in social policy at the University of
Kent, a definite preference for girls
appears to have emerged.
“It could be because mothers feel

more comfortable being a parent to a
child they can closely relate to, and

nervous if it is of the opposite sex. But it
could be wider pattern of girls being on
the up and boys going the other way,”
she said. “There is a lot of negativity
around boys— a fear that they get into
trouble, that childhood conditions are
more likely to affect them, that they
have more problems than girls.
“When people look around, they see

little boys running around and fighting
each other and little girls making
bracelets on rainbow looms.Givenhow
demanding it is to bring up children,
parents maybe think girls will be
easier.”
StephenWilkinson, professor of bio-

ethics at Lancaster University, said he
understood whymothers, in particular,
wantedgirls.Hebelieves the lawshould

be changed to offer gender selection.
“Sometimes individual parents strong-
ly want to have the kind of relationship
they feel will only be possible with a
child of one sex rather than the other,”
he said. “These feelings may be very
strong indeed.”
Some women go to extremes. Victo-

ria Beckham so longed for a girl after
having three boys that she reportedly
put her husband,David, on an alkaline-
rich “rabbit food” diet before their
daughter, Harper, was born in 2011.
Sex selection is banned in theUnited

Kingdomunless it is for purelymedical
reasons, such as the risk of passing on a
debilitating genetic condition through
the male line.
Daniel Finkelstein, page 18

Rosemary Bennett
Social Affairs Correspondent

Valentine Low

H
e is a very
advanced young
man for his age,
Prince George.
As he celebrates

his first birthday today, here
is the photographic proof
that, not only is he walking
already, the Prince has even
mastered the art of the royal
wave (Valentine Low writes).
Admittedly, from what we

can tell he is only waving at a
passing butterfly, but even
young princes have to start
somewhere. One moment it
is a humble butterfly, the
next it is thousands of
adoring subjects. At least
that is how the theory goes.
The picture was one of two

taken during a visit with his
parents to the Sensational
Butterflies exhibition at the
Natural History Museum in
London and released by
Kensington Palace to mark
George’s birthday.
The other picture shows

that Prince George has also
mastered finger pointing —
to a butterfly that landed on
his father’s hand. When he
progresses to more advanced
versions of the technique,
George will no doubt
accompany the gesture with
some remark such as, “Do
you get many butterflies

round here?” or, possibly —
inspired by his grandfather
— “It truly is appalling how
butterflies have become the
victim of man’s inability to
live at peace with nature.”
For the moment, however

— and even this will have to

wait a bit, until he decides to
start talking — he is most
likely to say something like:
“What’s that?”
Prince George, who is

shown wearing Petit Bateau
dungarees, will celebrate his
birthday today with a party

at Kensington Palace for
close friends and family,
which is expected to be
attended by the Queen, his
great-grandmother.
To mark the occasion, the

Duke and Duchess of
Cambridge issued a

statement thanking people
for their good wishes.
The couple said: “We

would like to take this
opportunity on George’s first
birthday to thank everyone
over the last year, wherever
we have met them, both at

home and overseas, for their
warm and generous good
wishes to George and our
family.”
It is likely that they were

thinking more of those
members of the public who
have pressed home-made
cards and knitted babywear
into the couple’s hands as
they have gone about their
business, rather than the
companies that have
shamelessly tried to jump
aboard the George
bandwagon.
These included an aviation

company that has painted a
private jet with birthday
greetings for George. At a
claimed cost of £120,000,
Hangar8 Aviation said that it
was “the world’s most
expensive birthday card”.

Birthday
boy waves
to a social
butterfly

Prince George shows royal promise during a visit with his parents to the Natural History Museum’s Sensational Butterflies exhibition

JOHN STILLWELL/PA

Prince Harry
visited Bethnal
Green Academy
in east London to
promote the
Invictus Games
for wounded
servicemen and
women. The
games take place
in September

Duchess goes solo

The Duchess of Cambridge
is to make her first solo
overseas visit when she
goes to Malta in September
to mark the 50th
anniversary of the island’s
independence, Kensington
Palace announced
yesterday.

As the duchess will only
be spending one night away
from home, the palace said
that Prince George would be
staying behind.

The Queen last visited
Malta in 2007. The island
holds happy memories for
her as she and the Duke of
Edinburgh lived there in
the early days of their
marriage. He was posted
to Malta as a naval officer
from 1949 to 1951.
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Pragmatists v romantics: the Tory dilemma
The party’s two strategists are poles apart – one is a hard-headed Australian, the other the idealistic Michael Gove

E
d Miliband recently called
together his strategy team to
debate what should be
Labour’s “north star”— the
guiding light that

determines the party’s next general
election campaign.
With less than ten months until

polling day, Labour is still divided
over its defining theme. Some want a
traditional message of fairness, a
“cost of living” campaign, laced with
just a hint of class war. Others are
calling for a more ambitious
language of change, with a promise
to reshape the economy as the
recession comes to an end.
David Axelrod, the former adviser

to Barack Obama hired by Mr
Miliband, has warned against what
he calls the “vote Labour, get a
microwave” approach to politics,
urging the party to go beyond
populist retail policies such as an
energy price freeze. One strategist
describes a grid with “future/past”
and “many/few” in four boxes. The
aim for the party over the summer,
he says, is to define a position that
intersects the “future” and the
“many” squares while leaving the
Tories trapped as representing the
“past” and the “few”. For better or for
worse, Mr Miliband seems to be
moving away from caution and
towards radicalism in identifying his
Polaris.
What, though, is David Cameron’s

north star? It is clear from last week’s

reshuffle that the Conservative
leader has a ruthless determination
to retain power, but for what
purpose? His team is dusting down
his campaign slogan from the 2005
Tory leadership contest — “change
to win” — but that does not explain
why he is so keen to secure victory,
apart from being fiercely competitive
and not liking to lose.
The Big Society, general wellbeing,

huskies and hoodies have all been
sacrificed on the altar of austerity.
Nick Clegg tells friends that, after
working with the prime minister
closely for four years, he has reached
the conclusion that his defining
principle is that “chaps like him
should run the country” — hardly a
programme for government.
The reshuffle-by-focus-group,

announced on Twitter, only
reinforced the sense that this is a
man driven more by PR than by
principle. Instead of a catalogue of
ideas, there was a catwalk for female
ministers set up by Downing Street
in time for the lunchtime news.

Michael Gove, the Tories’ brightest-
burning reformer, was sidelined
because he wasn’t popular enough.
The prime minister apparently has a
catchphrase — “why have a dog and
bark yourself?” — so when Lynton
Crosby, his Australian polling guru,
advised him to dump his education
secretary he agreed.
“It’s appalling and unconstitutional,”

says one former minister. “The
parliamentary party is livid. There’s
nothing in the reshuffle that answers
the question: so what exactly does
David Cameron believe in?

Presentation is not the problem. The
real issue is they’ve got nothing to
present. It’s all so shallow.”
What is more, the Tory leader has

now created a top team with a deep
fault line running through it. Mr
Crosby, a blunt Australian, is the
ultimate political pragmatist. The
Wizard of Oz is interested only in
getting Mr Cameron back to No 10
next May. With his eyes fixed on the
opinion polls, he wants the Tories to
focus single-mindedly on the
economy, attacking Labour for lack
of credibility while neutralising Ukip
by ramping up the rhetoric on
welfare and immigration. He is not
concerned about what the Tories do
with power, or their long-term brand.
By contrast, Mr Gove — appointed

chief whip with a key role in shaping
the election campaign — is a
political romantic. A man on a
mission, and the politest MP at
Westminster, he wants to improve
the lives of the poorest in society,
while detoxifying the image of his
party. He would prefer to emphasise
education, health and jobs rather
than immigration, welfare and
Europe. He was horrified by the
Eastleigh by-election campaign,
which presented the Tory candidate,
Maria Hutchings, a mother of four
who is passionate about special
education needs, as a narrow
Eurosceptic obsessed by immigration.
Although he knows that the

economy will be a key battleground,
he would describe it in terms of
opportunity rather than through dry
graphs about growth. When asked
about the nation’s finances, he does
not start criticising the size of
Labour’s black hole, he talks about
the “moral disgrace” that people
born in Sunderland do less well than
those from Surrey. For him the
defining principle of the Tories’
election campaign should be a

promise that voters’ children
will have a better life than them.
Dismissive of dividing lines, he

would never use the language of
“shirkers” and “workers”. The
personal attacks on Mr Miliband
being planned will make him
uncomfortable — and in his view
only reinforce his party’s “nasty”
image. For him, Tory modernisation
was not only about gay marriage
(although he is a social liberal), it was
about persuading people to trust the
Conservatives’ motives — a much
deeper and longer term campaign.
Voters, he argues, will give politicians
the benefit of the doubt if they
believe they are driven by idealism,
rather than a desire for power.
There is a deep difference of

priorities and instincts between the
two men charged with

masterminding the Tories’ election
campaign. What is fascinating —
and astonishing — is that Mr
Cameron has just recreated the clash
that was blamed by many Tories for
robbing them of outright victory in
2010, when George Osborne, a hard-
headed tactician, and Steve Hilton,
an idealistic strategist, failed to agree
a coherent message.
It has become a political cliché to

say that all election campaigns can
be categorised as “hope” versus
“fear”. Yesterday the masters of
optimism on both sides of the
Atlantic brushed by the Westminster
village, as Tony Blair and Barack
Obama offered their advice. “Power
was not the governing purpose,” the
former Labour leader said. “Principle
was. We’re change-makers.”
Yet, as the country comes out of

recession, pessimism is tempting The
Tories are preparing to argue that
the recovery is tentative, so voters
must not let Labour wreck it. The
message from Labour in the coming
weeks will be that the real risk lies in
voting Conservative and unleashing
right-wing “Tories unbound” in 2015.
The internal and external

dilemmas remain unresolved. The
battle for voters’ minds has also
become a struggle for the parties’
hearts, between pragmatists and
romantics. It’s a choice between
playing on voters’ anxieties and
appealing to the “better angels” of
their nature. Like Keats, the political
leaders must find a steadfast “bright
star” to steer them to victory.

At Eastleigh Maria Hutchings was
presented as obsessed by immigration
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Hillary will get the US
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The Wizard of Oz isn’t
concerned about the
Tories’ long-term brand
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Norway, Finland, Sweden, Denmark,
the Baltic states, Poland, Belarus,
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Many places will stay dry with sunny periods, but
there will be some isolated showers over Norway,
Karelia and southwest Sweden in the afternoon.
Maximum 28C (82F), minimum 10C (50F).

Ukraine, Moldova, Bulgaria, Romania,
Crimea, Black Sea
Bright start, but cloud building to bring some
heavy thundery showers by afternoon, Black Sea
coasts staying largely dry and sunny. Maximum
34C (93F), minimum 12C (54F).

France, the Low Countries, Slovakia,
southern Germany, Czech Republic, Sicily,
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Sunny intervals, but mostly rather cloudy with
heavy thunderstorms or longer periods of rain

with a risk of local flooding. Maximum 30C (86F),
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some patchy cloud developing over the Pyrenees,
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British Isles
Cloud and showery rain will reach the western
side of the British Isles, while eastern areas stay
dry with sunny periods after early mist clears.
Maximum 28C (82F), minimum 8C (46F).

Outlook
Hot and sunny around the Mediterranean, risk of
thundery showers elsewhere.
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After Obama’s lack-of-vision-thing, the Democrats may be moving on to old Republican ground

Hillary will get the US flexing its muscles again

D
o you remember when in
1996 Hillary Clinton
landed under fire at Tuzla
airport in Bosnia? There
was no chance of a

welcoming ceremony: she and her
team ran with their heads down to
get out of danger. She remembered it
vividly. On the campaign trail in
2008 she told people about it. It was
part of her “tried and tested” shtick.
But it was false. In an excruciating

piece of fact-checking CBS showed
their footage of that visit to Bosnia.
They had pictures of the first lady on
the runway accepting flowers from a
little girl. Nobody runs anywhere.
The singer Sheryl Crow is there. Mrs
Clinton had to apologise. Memories
do play tricks.
One of the big questions in US

politics after the shooting down of
the Malaysia Airlines flight and the
horror of Gaza is this: is Mrs Clinton
at it again? Not just Mrs Clinton but
an entire political class who
remember — or do they
misremember? — a time when
American foreign policy was strong,
decisive, successful and admired
around the world. It is becoming
clearer by the day that this is going
to become a serious battleground, a
kind of Tuzla airport, in the 2016
presidential election campaign.

This, though, is a debate with a
difference. Generally in the modern
era the Republicans were from Mars
and Democrats from Venus. But are
the tables about to turn? Are the
Democrats going to make a pitch to
Americans that promises more
assertiveness around the world and
the Republicans less?
Within hours of the catastrophe in

Ukraine Mrs Clinton, the likeliest
2016 Democratic candidate, was up
and running and flashing her sword.
We need, she told an interviewer, “to
put Putin on notice that he has gone
too far and we are not going to stand
idly by”.
By chance she had already

revealed, in another interview just
before these awful events, her vision
of a foreign policy in which “standing
idly by” was not an option.
“What I found when I became

secretary of state is that so many

people in the world — especially
young people — had no memory of
the US liberating Europe and Asia,
beating the Nazis, fighting the Cold
War and winning . . . We are not
perfect by any means, but we have a
great story about human freedom,
human rights, human opportunity,
and let’s get back to telling it, to
ourselves first and foremost, and
believing it about ourselves and then
taking that around the world.”
That, folks, is a manifesto

commitment. If Mrs Clinton runs

for president in 2016, part of her
appeal will be a more muscular
self-confident America. Has she
stolen the Republicans’ clothes? Or
have the Republicans decided those
clothes no longer fit? Some
Republicans are asking whether
anyone really did love American
strength. In the Cold War did
America really back freedom and
human rights, or just anti-
communism? And how much did it
all cost?
There is a huge buzz on the

American right these days around
Senator Rand Paul, the son of the
isolationist maverick and many times
presidential candidate, Ron Paul.
Paul Sr was never a serious
contender, but to the horror of the
old guard Paul Jr is now looking like
a very serious one for the 2016

Republican nod. He is raising money
and winning arguments. In the recent
debate about whether American
troops should in any circumstances
go back to Iraq, Senator Paul’s “hell,
no” resounded around the nation:
“The let’s-intervene-and-consider-
the-consequences-later crowd left us
with more than 4,000 Americans
dead, over two million refugees and
trillions of dollars in debt,” he said.
And yes, Dick Cheney, he was

talking about you. Senator Paul has
the ear of many Republicans who
earnestly believe that neither the
Russians nor the jihadis are
America’s worst enemy: they fear
only the national debt. And that has
quite an impact on thoughts about
commitments in foreign parts.
So imagine that 2016 turns out to

be Rand Paul (isolationist) versus
Hillary Clinton (old school
interventionist). Who wins? At the
moment you would not bet against
Rand Paul: Americans tell pollsters
they want to mind their own
business much more than at any
time since the Second World War.
But it is reasonable to wonder if

President Obama has overplayed the
lack-of-vision-thing, as the elder
President Bush might have called it.
His staff tweeted recently using the
hashtag #thebearisloose. But they
didn’t mean the Russian bear: they
were referring to Barack Obama’s
liking for slipping his security and
wandering into diners. Great fun in
2008 but now, seriously, do they read
the papers? Does he?
A foreign policy election is

looming, and a bear is loose.

Justin Webb presents Today on Radio 4

Hillary Clinton says she will not “stand
idly by” over Vladimir Putin’s actions

Strong foreign policy is
going to be a serious
battleground for 2016

The urge to
explore is
what makes
us human

T
o me, an inescapable part of
foreign travel is room
service. This probably
disbars me from a venture
by Jim McNeill, a polar

explorer who seeks 28 volunteers to
journey with him next year to the
geographical centre of the Arctic
ocean. The region, known as the pole
of inaccessibility, is so remote that no
human has yet travelled there across
ocean and ice sheets.
As a putative founder member of

Flâneurs Sans Frontières (an
organisation that I would have set up
by now if only I’d had the energy), I
admire nothing more than the spirit
of adventure in others. The 45th
anniversary of the first moon landing
has just passed. No one has been to
the Moon for 42 years, yet the image
of Neil Armstrong’s steps still
captivates the imagination.
These may have marked

simultaneously the start and the peak

of manned space flight. It is no longer
necessary to use astronauts for space
missions. Advances in computing
power and miniaturisation make it
more efficient as well as safer to use
robots. The vast distances to any
other celestial bodies and the need for
spacecraft to carry enough fuel to get
there and back probably confine
humanity permanently to this corner
of the solar system.
Yet the urge to explore is part

of the human condition. It
makes us what we are. Our
ancestors migrated out of
Africa some 60,000 to
80,000 years ago. It didn’t
take them long —maybe
50,000 years, or a mere
microsecond on a
geological timescale — to
reach the southernmost
tip of South America.
It would be easier for

McNeill and his colleagues to
charter an icebreaker than
use sledges and canoes but
that’s hardly the point.
Good science and
human endeavour
are driven by
wondering what
the view is like from
the mountaintop and round
the next corner. These
explorers are commendably taking
the principle literally
as well as metaphorically.

The Devil you know

The polar regions were once the
stuff of myth. A map drawn by
Mercator in 1569 shows quite

accurately the northern
hemisphere — yet with
the North Pole as a
circular island surrounded
by mountains and serviced

by rivers. Who was to
say it was wrong? As
late as Mary Shelley’s
Frankenstein, her
fictional polar
explorer Robert
Walton refers to
the North Pole as
“a country of
eternal light”.
It’s clear where

Shelley’s narrator
gets this image
from. It is from

Paradise Lost. Milton
describes the world
before the Fall, where
“to those/Beyond the
polar circles . . . day/Had
unbenighted shone”.
Milton’s imaginative

conceits are perhaps
more powerful even
than he intended. The
Church of England last

week agreed an
alternative text for christening
services that removed mention

of the Devil. The problem, said one
bishop, was that “the Devil has been
turned into a cartoon-like character
of no particular malevolence”.
I’ve never found the Devil to be

anything but a cartoonish notion,
with one exception: Satan’s oratory
as written by Milton. Yet it is eloquent
and heroic rather than malevolent
(which is doubtless why Milton had
to depict Satan, in the later books, as
deprived of the power of speech). It’s
unsurprising that the Church of
England hasn’t managed to create a
sufficiently forbidding image of
Satan when Milton couldn’t either.

Thor’s reinvention

Marvel Comics is to update its
venerable character of Thor.
A new series will portray

Thor as female (though, perhaps in
deference to a sense of drama, she
won’t be known as Thora). It’s nearly
75 years since George Orwell wrote
an essay on boys’ weeklies in which
he complained that “the blood-and-
thunder stuff which nearly every boy
devours at some time or other is
sodden in the worst illusions of 1910”.
He might have been surprised at
their capacity for reinvention. In
changing the sex of a superhero,
Marvel is meeting modern mores —
and a good thing too.

Choosing a child’s
sex is a dangerous
waste of money
Daniel Finkelstein

A
few years ago I was
choosing a car and found
it hard to make up my
mind. Should I buy a gold
one? It was dramatic, but

on the other hand a bit bling. Or a
blue one? It was classy and
restrained, but perhaps a little dull.
I went back and forth before

choosing blue. Within a month I
became astonished at my flirtation
with gold. What a fool I would have
made of myself! Gold! For heaven’s
sake. My friends would have thought
I had lost my marbles.
This is how the mind works. You

have two equally good options and
you pick one. Once the decision is
made you become increasingly
committed to it. The alternative
seems unthinkable.
I thought about this when I read

about Dr Daniel Potter, who runs a
fertility clinic in America that helps
couples to choose the gender of their
child. He finds that eight in ten
couples from Britain ask him to

obtain a girl. Because he is using IVF
rather than pregnancy termination
to get the desired result he does not
think it wrong.
I, on the other hand, regard it as

dangerous, obnoxious and
unnecessary.
Let’s start with dangerous. It is

obviously a threat to mankind if
societies are heavily biased to one
sex. A traditional conservative
society in which there a large
number of boys and too few girls
might, say, produce violent male
wars just for status. Where there are
too many women and not enough
men it would be great for shoe
manufacturers but bad for parenting.
If you had a heavy bias repeated

one generation after another you
could end up with dangerously low
numbers of a particular gender.
As for obnoxious — children are

not consumer goods or designer
accessories. You shouldn’t pick the
gender of your child like you pick the
colour of your motor vehicle.
And if you did? You would find

that all the effort you put into the
selection was a waste of time. Before
you have a child the gender may
seem to matter a great deal and you
might have a strong preference. Yet
for most people, most of the time,
this attitude does not persist after
you have had a child.
You have your children — I have

three boys — and when you have
them you love them for what they
are. The people who spend £9,000
with Dr Potter probably feel the
result worth the money. What they
can’t know is that they would have
liked the results of serendipity just as
well. And it is free.

Oliver Kamm Notebook

@oliverkamm

Don’t treat kids like
consumer goods or
designer accessories

@justinonweb

Justin
Webb
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Opinion

A British bill of rights won’t restore our liberty
Even if David Cameron can neuter the Strasbourg human rights court, the EU could step in to enforce its rulings

H
uman rights will be a
battleground in the
coming general election.
The suspicion is that
Dominic Grieve was

sacked as attorney-general in last
week’s reshuffle for refusing to back
a proposed Conservative manifesto
commitment to square up to the
European Court of Human Rights
and even to leave the European
Convention on Human Rights if
Strasbourg doesn’t meet British
demands.
The electoral reasons for such a

commitment are clear. Many of the
public are furious at how the UK
cannot resist Strasbourg-ordained
“rights” that Britain thinks are
wrong, such as the right of prisoners
to vote or of foreign terrorism
suspects to resist deportation.
Nick Clegg’s claim that leaving the

convention would line up Britain with
Vladimir Putin and other tyrants by
“tearing up our long tradition of
human rights” is absurd. England is

the birthplace of true liberty, long
predating the convention whose rights
are conditional on the whims or
prejudices of judges.
The core issue is democracy:

whether Britain is to be able to assert
the supremacy of its own laws passed
by parliament and enforced by its
own courts, rather than dance to the
tune of judges in Strasbourg.
The BBC reported last week that

David Cameron intends to make an
election promise that parliament
rather than Strasbourg would always
take the ultimate decision on human
rights law. There is speculation that,
to this confrontational end, the
prime minister is looking with favour
on a proposal by a group of Tory

lawyers, led by the MPs Dominic
Raab and Charlie Elphicke, to
introduce a British bill of rights to
replace the Human Rights Act.
The spin is that this would assert

parliamentary supremacy over the
convention, so that the English
courts could overrule Strasbourg
rulings. This would either pressure
Strasbourg to change how it operates
or trigger a crisis that would force

the UK’s expulsion from the
47-nation Council of Europe, which
set up and oversees the court.
The problem, however, is that this

simply won’t do what it says on the tin.
First, parliament already has

supremacy over the convention. If
the government dislikes a Strasbourg
decision, it is not forced to comply
with it. Until now, it has always done
so because of the likely opprobrium
resulting from brushing aside a
human rights ruling. Strasbourg’s
decision on votes for prisoners,
however, which many consider
outrageous in itself and doubly so for
being told to do it by a foreign court,
has been the final of many last
straws.
The Raab-Elphicke proposal seems

to suggest that a British bill of rights
would free Britain from this trap by
omitting the clause in the Human
Rights Act requiring the courts to
take Strasbourg rulings into account.
But that would only affect how the

courts behaved. It would not alter the
convention’s treaty obligation, under
which signatory countries agree to
put into effect Strasbourg’s decisions.
In other words, the proposed bill

would release the courts from
Strasbourg rulings but, crucially, not
the government. No parliamentary
bill can alter an international treaty.
So, far from putting pressure on

Strasbourg, we would simply revert to

the position before the Human Rights
Act came into force in 2000, when
Strasbourg rulings were even then
binding. So what’s the point? It’s most
likely a cynical one. The bill is
probably to provide cover for the one
thing that would have an impact —
the government’s refusal to comply
with votes for prisoners or other
Strasbourg rulings.
The government does not want to

be painted as opposing human rights.

But a British bill of rights, however
pointless, would enable it to wrap itself
in the mantle of democratic principle
and declare that its hands are tied
because parliament has spoken.
As Mr Grieve says, this is all

utterly incoherent and a looming car
crash. Having signed up to the
convention, Britain cannot cherry-
pick its obligations. If it cannot live
with the convention (and it has good
cause), it should leave it.
The fact is that any stand against

Strasbourg will also bring Britain up
against the European Union itself —
even though, as any fule no, the
convention actually has nothing to
do with the EU.

This is how. First, if battle is joined
the Council of Europe might throw
us out. If so, it is arguable that, as
membership of that body is a
prerequisite of EU membership, the
EU might also do so.
Given current EU apoplexy at the

idea of a British exit (or Brexit, as it
is known), one might think that this
is unlikely. But more interestingly —
and this is Mr Grieve’s point — the
two hitherto separate issues of the
EU and human rights law are now
converging. The EU has passed its
own charter of fundamental rights,
closely modelled on the European
convention to which it has itself
signed up. If Britain left the
convention while remaining in the
EU, the European Court of Justice
could step in to enforce “convention
norms”. Even worse, unlike
Strasbourg rulings which are merely
international obligations, European
Court rulings have direct effect and
must be applied.
So even if we wrestle Strasbourg

and the Council of Europe to the
ground, human rights law would still
trump parliament via the EU.
The conclusion must be, therefore,

that all roads lead inescapably to
Brexit, including the turbulent and
troublesome thoroughfare of human
rights reform.

Hugo Rifkind is away

All roads, including
human rights reform
lead to a British exit

No parliamentary bill
can overrule an
international treaty
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Melanie
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Leading articles

Bodies of Evidence
Rebels of eastern Ukraine are holding hostage the victims of the
MH17 crash. Moscow must put an end to this macabre charade

Swaddled in black plastic bags, more than 200 air
crash victims are stowed in refrigerated carriages
on a railway siding in the noman’s land of eastern
Ukraine.Theexactnumber, saidaplainlydespair-
ing Dutch investigator yesterday, cannot yet be
determined because that would entail treading on
the tightly packed corpses, stripping them even
further of their dignity.
This unfolding act of barbarism is taking place

on the edge of Europe. It is unacceptable that the
prime suspects in a crime should be in charge of a
crimescene.Theseparatist rebels, a label thatpays
too much respect to drunken, looting gunmen,
must now surrender control of the crash site of
Malaysia Airlines flight MH17 to a team of inter-
national forensic experts. The investigators
should be given unimpeded access to evidence
scattered over the scorched fields. The bodies
should be flown to Amsterdam.
By recklessly shooting down the plane and then

casually mishandling the aftermath, the rebels
have forfeited any claim to be a legitimate cham-
pion of the inhabitants of eastern Ukraine. It has
become impossible for the Kiev government to
negotiate with them about greater autonomy in
the region. Indeed it is difficult to believe that the
Donbass coal miners, who helped in the relief

efforts, will approve or continue to support men
who massacre civilian passengers.
VladimirPutin, theRussianpresident, has final-

ly agreed to give access to officials from the Inter-
national Civil AviationOrganisation and has sug-
gested that “humanitarian corridors” could be es-
tablished. While this appears to go some way to
acknowledging international concerns (and gives
a nod to Russia’s de facto control over the terrain),
it would be wrong to adduce it as a thaw in the
Kremlin position. It is certainly not an admission
of complicity. So far, the Kremlin has pursued a
policy of deception and strategic ambiguity. The
Russiandefenceministry yesterday claimed it had
detected a Ukrainian fighter jet in the close prox-
imity of the ill-fatedMalaysian airliner. No doubt
therewill be furtherattempts tomuddy thewaters.
Russian obfuscation is deeply offensive to the

victims, to their grieving relatives, to their coun-
tries of origin and to the broader world communi-
ty, which rightly expects that airline passengers
criss-crossing the world should not be shot down
by ill-trained Moscow-armed paramilitary thugs.
Russia must now show it is a responsible power. It
must do everything to disarm the rebels. It must
seal theborderbetweenRussia andUkraine. Ithas
to find a modus vivendi with the legitimately

electedgovernmentofUkraine andconduct a civ-
ilised discourse as to how the rights of the people
of eastern Ukraine can be respected.
UntilMrPutin takes steps in this direction there

will be no lasting peace on the frontiers of Europe;
they will be as lawless as the shores of Barbary
oncewere.Unfortunately theKremlin leader only
changes behaviour under pressure. The United
States is justified in its demand that the European
Union intensifies sanctions againstMoscow. IfMr
Putin further digs in his heels, military sales to
Russia should be halted within the week.
Thanks to theUSmeasures, the Russian state is

being frozen out of western capital markets. The
next stage must be to punish not just individual
companies but the whole of the energy and finan-
cial sectors. If Mr Putin vacates eastern Ukraine,
some sanctions can be lifted. If hewithdraws from
occupied Crimea, more concessions can bemade.
The moves will be painful to Germany, which is
dependent on Russian energy, and to Britain
whichwill lose business in the City of London. Yet
it must now be clear to even themost conciliatory
trader with Moscow that Mr Putin and his rogue
henchmen have overstepped the mark; surface-
to-air missiles are indiscriminate. They hit Busi-
ness Class passengers too.

Damage Control
Infectious diseases are gradually being controlled by international programmes

In Edgar Allan Poe’s story The Masque of the Red
Death, a prince and his nobleman believe they can
survive the plague if only they stay within their
castle walls. One lesson of the global fight against
infectious disease is that isolation is the route to
failure and death.
There is hugely encouraging evidence that

science and co-operation, by contrast, boosted by
the extraordinary work of the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation, are turning the tide against the
world’s deadliest pandemics. Three of the most
lethal infectious diseases are being successfully
countered. With continued research and intelli-
gent public health spending, they could even be
consigned to history.
A study published today in The Lancet con-

cludes that deaths from Aids, tuberculosis and
malaria have fallen sharply since 2000. The
study’s authors argue that the millennium devel-
opment goals, often derided as too vague and
broad to be effective, have been a crucial factor in
controlling these diseases. Something is certainly
working. Better, cheaper anti-retroviral drugs and
moreeffectivepublic educationprogrammeshave

cut the number of people dying fromHIV-related
causes to 1.3 million in 2013 from 1.7 million in
2005, the worst year for the epidemic. New
HIVinfections were down by a million in 2013
from their peak in 1997, thanks partly to rapid
progress inpreventing transmission frommothers
to children. The number of newmalaria cases fell
by nearly a third from 232 million in 2003 to 165
million a decade later. The pace of decline in cases
of tuberculosis has been slower but still marked.
In each case overarching development goals

have helped by setting targets and forcing coun-
tries to work together against diseases that recog-
nise no national boundaries. The more precisely-
targetedworkof theGatesFoundation in identify-
ing and funding areas of research most likely to
save lives has been critically important, too. It has
helped to save tens of millions of children in sub-
Saharan Africa by switching the thrust of its anti-
malariawork from findingavaccine to the simpler
business of distributingmosquito nets. It is poised
to expand a vaccination programme against rota-
virus,whichkills amillionchildrenunder fiveeach
year, to 40 countries by 2015.

Noneof thismeans that the struggle against dis-
ease in the developedworld has beenwon.On the
contrary, the death toll among African children
from diarrhoea alone is a slow-motion catastro-
phe.Only smallpoxhasbeeneradicated.Polio and
guinea worm are close to being beaten but obsta-
cles, including political violence, remain. The
good news is that with sustained effort and fund-
ing some of these obstacles can be removed.
Progress against the diseases of affluence is sad-

ly slower. Among the first world’s worst killers,
certain cancers are yielding to science in terms of
survival rates. These include breast and prostate
cancer, two of the most prevalent, but the inci-
denceof heart disease, diabetes andother obesity-
relatedconditions is risingalongwithour intakeof
sugar, salt, fat and junk food laden with all three.
Cancer, obesity and dementia are three of the
great scientific andpublichealthchallenges facing
the first world. It would be a tragedy if instead of
meeting these challenges, wealthy nationsmerely
exported their diseases to the developing world
just as it emerges from the shadow of the killers
that have haunted it for so long.

Truth or Dare
Lie detectors are fine until they’re turned against you. Then it’s time to fight

Do grownmen look good in dungarees?Why did
you add that day to your trip toMontenegro, back
when you started your new job? And is it really
yoga thatkeepsyouout so lateandbringsyouback
so sweaty on a Tuesday night?
Sometimes journalistsmine truth from the coal

face of life with a notebook, a flak jacket and raw
courage. Sometimes — when confronted with a
home lie detector kit, for instance — it takes
submission, and a willingness to acknowledge ab-
ject fear.
Courtesy of the latter, Times 2 is able to reveal

today that polygraph machines similar to those

used by the FBI but adapted for domestic use are
effective enough to imperil a perfectly good
20-year-old relationship.
The submission is partly physical. It requires

fingers to be stuck into sweat sensors and a heart
ratemonitor.A “breathingbox”has to be strapped
around thesubject’s chest.And thenhe (or she, but
let’s face it, he is most likely to be made to go first)
must accept the psychological reality that if he
tells a lie that themachine correctly identifies as a
lie and his interrogator believes is a lie, this jolly
parlour game could quickly get serious.
At this point fear sets in. The pulse quickens.

Breathing becomes shallow. Sensors spike and
pingwhether you are lying or not, and respectable
adults with nothing much to hide can find them-
selves sliding down a spiral of eroding trust into a
slough of mutual suspicion.
There is an alternative. Embrace the techno-

logy. Use it ruthlessly as a parenting and childcare
management tool. And learn to defeat it with im-
mutable conviction when it is turned against you.
Did you smoke last night? You LIE! Did I smoke
lastnight?No,noandnoagain, andyou’ll justhave
to take my word for it. In this microcosm of man
versus machine, surrender is not an option.

Daily Universal Register

UK: The Girl Summit in London looks at
how to deal with the problems of female
genital mutilation and forced marriage
US: The United Nations Security Council
meets to debate fighting in Gaza
Belgium: EU foreign ministers meet in
Brussels amid calls for sanctions on Russia

Heat hazes are a
common
phenomenon at
present, with distant
objects shimmering
as warm air rises
above hot ground.

There is one tree, however, that can give the
illusion of a heat haze even on a cool day.
This is the aspen. The leaves of this tree
tremble in even the slightest breeze, and if
you happen to look at a distant aspen
through field glasses — perhaps trying to
see a bird — you get exactly the sensation of
seeing it through a heat haze because of the
constant, wavering motion of its leaves. It is
a strange experience. The leaves tremble like
this because their stalks are flattened where
they join the twig, and the leaf is therefore
only lightly anchored. The French call the
tree le tremble. The leaves themselves are
unusual and rather pretty. They are bluish-
green, and round and indented, with an
almost flat top. Aspens belong to the poplar
family. They are found beside streams,
especially in the Scottish Highlands where
they grow along with silver birches, and
everywhere in the country in damp woods.
They are famous for their red and gold
foliage in autumn, but there is no sign of
that yet except for the odd yellow leaf.
derwent may

Sir Philip Cohen,
pictured, biochemist and
Royal Medal winner, 69;
Marcus Agius, chairman
of the trustees, Royal
Botanic Gardens, Kew, 68;
Prince George of
Cambridge, 1; Barbara

Cassani, chairwoman, London 2012
Olympic bid, 54; George Clinton, funk
singer and bandleader, The Cinderella
Theory (1989), 73; Willem Dafoe, actor,
Finding Nemo (2003), 59; Adrian Davis,
governor of Montserrat, 64; Julia Farron,
former director, Royal Academy of Dancing,
92; Sir Patrick Garland, former High Court
judge, 85; Selena Gomez, singer, Stars Dance
(2013), 22; Nigel Hess, composer, Hetty
Wainthropp Investigates (Novello Award,
1997), 61; Jimmy Hill, former Fulham
footballer and sport commentator, 86;
General Sir Charles Huxtable, former C-in-
C, UK Land Forces, 83; Rhys Ifans, actor,
Notting Hill (1999), 47; Stuart Laing, master,
Corpus Christi College, Cambridge, 66;
Carolyn Quinn, presenter, The World
Tonight, Radio 4, 53; Rufus Wainwright,
singer, songwriter, Poses (2001), 41; Diane
Yeo, charity worker, and chairwoman, the
Art Educational Schools, 69.

In 1298 King Edward I’s English troops,
including longbowmen, defeated the Scots
led by William Wallace at the Battle of
Falkirk; in 1933 the American pilot Wiley
Post completed the first solo round-the-
world flight in seven days, 18 hours 49
minutes; in 1942 rationing of petrol began in
the US after voluntary efforts failed; in 1943
US forces under General George S Patton
captured Palermo, Sicily.

“The weak have one weapon: the errors of
those who think they are strong.” Georges
Bidault, French prime minister (1949-50)

Nature notes
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Letters to the Editor

Park and ride
Sir, Professor Parkhurst’s research
into the “green credentials” of park-
and-ride sites misses the point (“Park-
and-ride is not so green as shoppers
drive the extra miles”, July 19).
Cambridge, like many cities that

have successfully introduced park-
and-ride, does not have the space in
the town centre for the 5,000 parking
spaces provided at the five park-and-
ride sites at its edge. Without park-
and-ride the city would have been
strangled economically, with shops
and businesses forced to go elsewhere
— potentially into what is green belt
land outside the city.
By concentrating shopping in one

centre we reduced the prospect of
people travelling far further to out of
town shopping centres, where there is
often no reasonable public transport
with a resultant negative impact on
the environment.
The Guided Busway, which

Professor Parkhurst praises and
which I pioneered, takes the concept
of park-and-ride a stage farther, by
intercepting passengers at an earlier
point in their journey to Cambridge,
taking yet more cars off the road.
shona johnstone
Cabinet member for Environment
and Transport, Cambridgeshire
county council (1998-2005)

Starter homes
Sir, Tim Montgomerie calls for the
building of 250,000 houses a year but
neglects to address the type of
housing which should be built. In
rural west Oxfordshire we are
threatened with some 20,000 new
houses. However, most housing being
built in this area boasts “4/5 bedroom,
3x bathroom detached luxury houses
coming soon”.
How will this help young people get

onto the housing ladder? Where are
the blocks of studio apartments, one
and two-bedroom flats, semi-
detached houses? Why are shop
owners not encouraged to let the
space above their premises; why not
insist that empty houses are
inhabited, not held as investments?
Many things could and should be

done before a vast building fest which
benefits only the developers.
sarah coe
Faringdon, Oxon

Britain reaping the whirlwind of colonialism?

Jomo Kenyatta and the Duke of Edinburgh mark Kenya’s independence in 1963

Sir, The rise of Al-Shabaab in
Somalia after the UK and US-
backed ousting of the Islamic Courts
Union shows that Ed Husain is
wrong to assume that supporting US
military actions in foreign countries
is the best way to guarantee our
security (Opinion, July 19).
Haste and laziness cannot be

blamed for the mess left behind by
imperialists who had 300 years to
“civilise” foreign societies. The
building of nations and the
establishment of a propitious
environment for peace, justice and
rule of law can only be carried out
by indigenous people themselves,
not imposed by outsiders.
sylvie aboa-bradwell
Policy Centre for African Peoples

Sir, I congratulate Ed Husain on his
review of trouble spots and Britain’s
cowardice in facing up to its role in
helping to solve political and socio-
economic problems in Nigeria, Iraq,
Pakistan and Palestine. He states
that we disbanded our empire
hurriedly, leaving badly drawn
boundaries, without adequate
planning or vision for potential
future conflicts. However, in
praising US world leadership in
current conflicts, he fails to mention
that it was the US which insisted on
Britain disbanding its empire as
quickly as possible. At that time
empire was anathema to a
modern republic born out of
revolution — notwithstanding that
US economic globalisation policy
amounts to much the same
dependence by many countries on a
superpower.
At the end of the Second World

War the UK’s economy was in ruins,
and we were badly in need of US
support. It was made clear to us that
the condition for this was immediate
disbandment of the British Empire.

Our survival and recovery at that
time depended on doing as we were
told.
dr patrick magee
Bath

Sir, Ed Husain takes a blinkered
view of Britain’s role in the world
seeing it ineffective but for its links
with the US. America is a good
friend but we cannot rely on future
administrations sharing our
thinking and giving support when it
is needed.
Britain’s future in foreign affairs

lies in greater cooperation with
France and Germany and eventually
in persuading all 28 nations of the
EU that one collective foreign policy
is needed.
A Europe which knows its

collective mind will be more
effective and a better friend to the
US than a subservient one.
lawrence fullick
Bournemouth, Dorset

Sir, The violence in Nigeria is
caused by Boko Haram and its
desire to browbeat, by means of
threats, torture and death, all non-
Muslims (and liberally minded
Muslims) into its intolerant,
puritanical version of Islam, not by
the creation of an independent
Nigeria by the British over half a
century ago.
As for Ed Husain’s suggestion that if
the UK abandons “its place at the
table [of active involvement in
international politics] we will be in
American eyes an Italy or a Spain or
an Austria, a has-been.”
What’s wrong with that? Seems

eminently enviable to me. Ed
Husain states that if we move away
from the US we will “diminish to a
third-rate power almost overnight”. I
thought we were there already; and,
if our standing is so dependent on
the US, it’s better not to stand at all.
father julian g shurgold
Sutton, Surrey

Putin’s world
Sir, I sense that the Western media
might be jumping to conclusions and
allowing these to distort its coverage
of the downing of MH17.
I am sure that nobody intended to

shoot down a large civilian airliner
full of innocent people from countries
nowhere near the “war” zone. It is
clear that the incident was a tragic
accident or mistake — and we must
not forget that the US made a similar
mistake in the past.
However, I do wonder how the

ignorant militias fighting in eastern
Ukraine seem to have at their
disposal the sophisticated weaponry
capable of bringing down a flight such
as MH17. That is the issue, and we
should resolve this before insulting
President Putin so roundly. Of course
Putin does have form, but he must
not be regarded as guilty until he is
proven to be so. Accordingly,
independent, international experts
must be allowed immediate access to
the crash site to gather substantive
evidence and so begin to establish the
real facts.
captain tim hosker, rn (ret’d)
Rugby, Warks

Sir, The downing of the Malaysian
civilian airliner in eastern Ukraine is
an atrocity. President Obama needs
international support to enforce a
lasting ceasefire and a permanent
political solution to the political crisis
in Ukraine. A civil war that runs so
far out of control as to kill 300
individuals from neutral countries is a
war atrocity beyond the moral
compass of the entire watching world.

Lawyers for bereaved families should
be moving at the fastest pace to seek
both legal and financial redress with
the expectation of receiving several
million pounds per individual killed.
To achieve less than all this would be
to allow one of the worst examples of
collateral war damage to pass without
appropriate redress.
elizabeth oakley
Dursley, Glos

Lawyer MPs
Sir, No longer do leading barristers
contend in the courts by day and in
the Commons at night. The pool of
lawyers in the House is too small to
select the Law Officers from. It is time
for the executive to pick its senior in-
house counsel from the best of the
legal professions. The Attorney-
General so appointed could attend
Cabinet and both Attorney-General
and Solicitor-General could be
questioned by select committees of
both houses. Departmental questions
would be fielded by the ministerial
team from the Ministry of Justice.
roger cohen
London NW7

Sir, While agreeing with Kenneth
Stern (letter July 21) that legal advice
to the government needs to be of the
highest calibre, for me the reshuffle
shows the PM has no more
understanding of good governance
than his recent predecessors. Its
changes are to protect his power so
that he will be popular enough to be
returned in 2015. There is no need for
lawyers in the Cabinet or in
government at all. Total abolition of

the offices and departments of Lord
Chancellor, Attorney-General and
Solicitor-General would save money
and finally end the conflict of interest
which these roles have always had.
There are many employed
government lawyers who can give
excellent advice as required, and
plenty more outside if needed. Ending
these roles would be a start.
jeff wilner
Didsbury, Manchester

Lukewarming
Sir, Matt Ridley makes an interesting
and rather friendly observation about
Anglicanism being “a mild and
attenuated form of the faith virus”
with potential for protection against
“more virulent infections” (Opinion,
July 21). Perhaps that sentiment
makes Ridley a sort of “Anglican
humanist” which is an honest stance
and one carefully avoiding unhelpful
offensiveness. Probably Professor
Dawkins, as a sincere and highly
intelligent moralist, would be happy
to line up with Ridley.
By the way, in the Chapel at

Churchill College the memory of our
arch-antagonist, Francis Crick, is kept
alive in the colder weeks of the
Michaelmas and Lent terms when the
chapel central heating releases two or
three loud shudders in the course of
most Evensongs; we call this (rather
affectionately) the “Crick Clunk”.
the rev dr john rawlinson
Chaplain to the Chapel at Churchill
College, Cambridge

Hamas and Israel
Sir, Your leader “Hamas’s handiwork”
(July 21) implies that Gaza could be a
Palestinian state. You correctly point
the finger at Hamas as a blight on
Palestinian and Israeli civilians,
however you do not ask why Hamas
exists. If Israel made an honest effort
to achieve a situation whereby Israelis
and Palestinians could live alongside
each other in cooperation, surely
Hamas would fade into insignificance.
Does it not suit Israel’s leaders to

have Hamas as the “bad guy” while
questions over Palestinian refugees
and land and property grabbed during
wars alongside the continuing wrong
of settlements are ignored?
At the time of the Six-Day War in

1967 I was serving in Aden. Like many
people, I applauded Israel’s military
achievement against what seemed
overwhelming odds. I waited with
hope that Israel, having so decisively
beaten the Arab forces, would then
extend a hand of constructive peace
and hope to the Palestinians. I am still
waiting.
lt col (retd) rob symonds
Finstock, Oxon

Not so dusty
Sir, At the England v India Test
match the ground staff have been
brushing the pitch during the drinks
and other breaks in play, rather than
only between innings. Has the law
been changed?
Wear and tear of the surface, as the

match proceeds, gives the bowler
assistance, of which they get so little
now that pitches are covered and
protected from the weather. Spin
bowlers, of whom there are so few,
relish a bit of dust.
brian o’gorman
Chichester , W Sussex

Hoplite
Sir, After watching the indignities
heaped on Royal Marine recruits on
television last weeek, and then
reading of Philip Howard’s retirement
(Feedback, July 19), I remembered
that we were in the same platoon at
Eaton Hall OCS in 1957, enduring
something of the same treatment.
While most of us quivered and

quailed, he — standing tall in his
Black Watch bonnet, his mind clearly
on higher things — seemed
impervious to the menace of the
ominously named RSM Lynch and
his accomplice Sergeant Major Blood.
As we might say today, “respect.”
terry miller
Sparholt, Oxon

PA ARCHIVE

Corrections &
Clarifications

l Our story headlined “Tory minister
Dominic Grieve ‘was sacked after
taking stand on EU’” (July 21) in fact
referred to a stand he had taken on
the European Convention on Human
Rights. The ECHR is administered by
the Council of Europe, a non-EU
organisation which is based in
Strasbourg. We apologise for the
error.
l Our photograph of runners in the
Sainsbury’s Anniversary Games was
taken in front of Buckingham Palace
not, as we stated in the caption, Horse
Guards Parade (Sport, July 21).

Listen up
Sir, On a recent internal flight in the
US, as soon as the plane came to a
stop and before the seat belt sign had
been switched off, most passengers
jumped up, as seems the custom, to
retrieve their luggage from the
overhead lockers.
A steward’s voice, loud and clear,

asked everybody to sit down quickly
as the captain could not see to
reverse. There was instant obedience.
veronica metcalfe
Gloucester

Sir, Jo Cole (Letters July 15) reports
being informed on a First Capital
Connect train to London, “We are
now arriving into King’s Cross”. This
is the standard formula on all such
trains for guards’ announcements of
arrivals.
I hesitate to raise this matter, since

I fear being picked out for special
attention by The Pedant, but it
annoys me.
david woolrich
Bolton

Requests for corrections or
clarifications should be sent by email
to feedback@thetimes.co.uk or by post
to Feedback, The Times, 3 Thomas
More Square, London E98 1TY

3 Thomas More Square
London E98 1TY
letters@thetimes.co.uk
#letterstoTheTimes
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Roman fort in Co Durham
is ‘Pompeii of the north’[
Excavations at Binchester, near
Bishop Auckland, Co Durham, have
revealed the well-preserved remains
of a 1,800-year-old Roman fort that
archaeologists have hailed as the
“Pompeii of the north”. A bath house
with 7ft high walls, which would have
been richly decorated, and an altar
dedicated to the Roman goddess
Fortune have been unearthed, as well
as a silver ring, below, that is evidence
of early Christianity in Britain.
Dr David Mason, an archaeologist

for Durham County Council, said:
“These findings are

hugely significant
as they are
virtually intact.”
The project to
explore the site is

in its sixth year.

Heat exposure kills dog in
car during ferry crossing

A pet dog has died from heat
exposure in a car on a cross-channel
ferry. Merlin, who was owned by
Kirsty Wallace, 31, from Alnwick,
Northumberland, was on a 90-minute
crossing to Dover on Saturday.
A spokeswoman for P&O Ferries

said: “The car was parked in the
appropriate place on the car deck,
with the windows open for
ventilation, and the ship’s ventilation
was correctly set.”
Ms Wallace’s friends have set up a

petition calling for animals to be
allowed to move around with their
owners on ferries. It had attracted
5,000 signatures in just over 24 hours.

Wandering wallaby takes two-week hop across country
This is the moment a farmer in
Wiltshire came face-to-face with a
wallaby. The wallaby, called Wanda,
has been on the loose since July 2,
when she escaped from her farm in
Mildenhall, Suffolk, starting a hunt
involving the police and RSPCA.
She has crossed rivers, fields and

roads on her two-week adventure,

making friends with rabbits and
bewildering any people she hops past,
including Gavin Davies, who spotted
her near Stowell Farms, near
Marlborough in Wiltshire.
Mr Davies posted a picture of the

animal on Facebook and said: “Get to
see a lot of wildlife in this job, but this
one was a bit out of the ordinary!”

Care worker killed in taxi collision after roadside row
Police have appealed for
information from the public after
a young care worker was killed
in a car accident in Wigan
following an argument on the
side of the road.
Megan Louise Hoskins,

20, was hit by two taxis on
Sunday morning and
became trapped under
the second car.
Firefighters managed to
release her and she was
taken to hospital, but died

hours later. A 20-year-old man
was arrested on suspicion of
manslaughter and bailed pending
further inquiries.
Police said that there was an
altercation between Ms
Hoskins and the man before
the collision, which took
place on Ormskirk Road.
Anyone with information

about the incident is asked
to call police on 0161 856 1827
or Crimestoppers on 0800
555 111.

Going mobile the smart way to solve paperwork crisis
People spend up to three hours a
week trying to manage their personal
paperwork, according to research, but
37 per cent still consider their
personal affairs to be “chaotic”.
The survey by Sky revealed that

many are finding it difficult to fit in
all the tasks that come under the
heading of admin. People are solving

the problem by turning to “Appmin”
— using mobile applications to
streamline and store statements, pay
bills, organise appointments or
manage personal information.
One in four now uses smartphones

instead of paper-based methods,
cutting the average time spent on
admin each year from 6.5 days to 3.75.

Work stacks up for deckchair maker as all his rivals fold
A former deckchair attendant has
turned his love of the seaside
furniture into a thriving business.
Stephen Davies’s Southsea
Deckchairs, which is based in
Portsmouth, numbers Liberty,
Conran and Fred Perry among its
customers and is now Britain’s only
remaining manufacturer of
deckchairs, turning out more than
10,000 each year in more than 100
designs. Mr Davies said of the chairs:
“It’s hard to find a more relaxing
perch on a hot summer’s day.”

Grandfather killed himself over £20,000 payday debts
A grandfather killed himself after his
debts to payday loan companies
spiralled out of control, an inquest
was told. Ian Jordan, 60, who had
been unemployed for years because of
poor health, built up debts of more
than £20,000 to over a dozen firms in
the year before his death,
Southampton coroner’s court was

told. In one case he was being
charged more than 5,000 per cent per
year in interest. The grandfather from
Botley, Hampshire, was found dead in
his home from an overdose after a
doctor raised the alarm when Mr
Jordan missed several appointments.
He left a note on his laptop. The

coroner recorded a verdict of suicide.

SWNS
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Pensioner dies after
attack by police dog
An elderly woman who was bitten by a
police dog as a drugs suspect was
chased through her garden has died in
hospital.
IreneCollins, 73,was bittenanumber

of times by the German shepherd on
Wednesday evening last week as police
pursued the suspect through the Park
End area of Middlesbrough.
Mrs Collins, who neighbours said

had been in poor health, gave police
permission to search her home and
garden for the fleeing man, but the
Cleveland police dog went into the
kitchen of the house and attacked Mrs
Collins, inflicting wounds to her arm
and leg.
The injured woman was taken to

James Cook University Hospital but
police said that she died at theweekend
from her injuries.
SeanWhite, assistant chief constable

of Cleveland police, said that Mrs
Collins’s family were “distraught at the
sad news” and he offered the force’s
“sincerest condolences”.
The incident had been reported to

the Independent Police Complaints
Commission and police were “seeking
to support the family where it is poss-
ible to do so”.
Mr White said: “The police dog

involved has been withdrawn from
operational policing activities and
support is being provided to the police
officer whowas handling the dog at the

time of the event.We are committed to
learning any lessons that may arise
from the investigation and thedaily use
of police dogs remains operationally
important in reducing crime and
disorder and protecting the public. Our
dogs are trained and licensed for use in
accordance with national police gui-
dance.”
Witnesses to thechase said that there

hadbeen “absolutemayhem”asofficers
pursued the man, who had been
stopped in a car but escaped on foot,
running through houses and gardens.
Jack Williams, a university student,

told the Middlesbrough Gazette that
local people had warned police about
Mrs Collins’s frail health. He said: “We
saw the police dog in her front garden.
We told police that she was very ill and
told them to go careful.”
Speaking immediately after the

incident, he said: “We could see
through the window and there was a
police officer laid over someone. It was
the old woman. They brought her out
and she had blood on her face and she
was laid on the bed looking very fragile.
She was in a bad state.”
Neighbours were leaving floral trib-

utes last night at the door of the house
where they said Mrs Collins had lived
for some 30 years.
The family of Mrs Collins released a

brief statement, asking the media for
privacy and saying: “We would like to
thank people for their kind messages.
We are devastated.”

Sean O’Neill

ROD KIRKPATRICK / F STOP PRESS

Cuts threaten
fight against
serious crime
Richard Ford Home Correspondent

Police in someparts of the countrymay
be unable to respond to murders, rapes
and rioting if spending continues to be
cut over the next five years, the police
watchdog has warned.
The number of officers on the beat

will fall as neighbourhood policing is
eroded, a report said, and up to 18 rural
forces may no longer be viable because
they will have imposed such deep cuts.
Tom Winsor, the chief inspector of

constabulary, said that without
changes to the way policing is funded
and organised, forces would be unable
to maintain their service to the public.
He called for a wide-ranging review.
His warning came in a report that

said the43 forces inEngland andWales
should be working on the basis that in
the next spending round they would
have to repeat the £2.5million savings
made over the past five years. A survey
carriedout for the report said thatmore
than one third of the public reported
seeing fewer officers on patrol last year.
Among the 18 forces who could be in

jeopardy are the City of London, Wilt-
shire, Lincolnshire, Dorset and Suffolk.
Mr Winsor’s call for action was wel-

comed by police leaders. Sir Hugh
Orde, president of the Association of
Chief Police Officers, said: “Acpo has
long said that there needs to be a con-
sidered review of the current force
structure in order for police to tackle
effectively the threats we face.”

High risk Youngsters in Bridlington, Yorkshire, leap off the sea wall into 6ft-deep
water. Local fishermen say the “tombstoning” craze is getting out of control
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make better relationship decisions, Ms
France believes.
However, genetic experts are far less

sure. How genes affect compatibility is
still poorly understood, they say, and
Singldout.com only takes into account
a tiny sample of our DNA.
The American Society of Human

Genetics has warned the public against
placing too much faith in the dating
company’s DNA test results, saying
that they should not be regarded as
“deterministic”.
Even Ms France admits there are

limits. “If we could really predict who
will fall in love, it would be a miracle,”
she says. “No one can do that.”

tal stability, increased fertility rates and
find each other more attractive.”
The tests also examine the so-called

serotonin transporter gene, which has
been linked to depression and aggres-
sion. “It predictshowyouhandle stress-
ful situations,” saysMsFrance,whohas
a background as a bespoke matchmak-
er and is based in California.
Singldout.com says that “for individ-

uals with two ‘short’ versions of the
transporter [gene], higher negative and
lower positive emotional behaviour at
the beginning of a [relationship] can
predict declines in marital satisfaction
over time.”
Such knowledge can help clients

tube in thepost. You spit in the tube and
send it back. In the US, where the site
was launched a fortnight ago, the ser-
vice costs $199 for three months.
The companyuses scientists based in

Canada, and the first genes they look at
belong to the leukocyte antigen system,
which plays a role in immunity to dis-
ease.
“Several studies have suggested that

couples in long-term relationships of-
ten have very different immune system
genes,” says Elle France, one of the
company’s co-founders.
The website says: “The research has

shown that these couples also enjoy
more satisfying sex lives, greater mari-

Chemistry is often said to be the key to
long-lasting romance. Now a new dat-
ingwebsite is hoping toharness science
in the service of love, by testing the
DNA of potential partners.
Singldout.com,which is based inCal-

ifornia and is poised to launch in the
UK in the next few weeks, claims to be
the first dating website to analyse your
genes. The aim, its founders say, is to
unravel theDNAresponsible for the in-
tangible sparks that keep couples de-
voted to each other over the long haul.
Whenyou signup, it sends youa test-

US demands halt to
Gaza incursion as
tanks smash hospital
The United States and the United
Nations demanded an immediate halt
to the fighting inGaza yesterday as five
Palestinians were killed when Israeli
tanksopened fireonahospital, pushing
the death toll well over 500.
Tank shells crashed through the

third-floor of theAl-AqsaMartyrs hos-
pital in central Gaza, killing two
patients and their relatives inside a
medical ward and wounding scores hit
by rubble and shrapnel.
They were among at least 65 people

killed or pulled dead from the rubble a
day after the bloodiest 24 hours of the
conflict saw 140 Palestinians and 13
Israeli soldiers killed in the fiercest
fighting of the offensive to date.
Israel Defence Forces said on its offi-

cial Twitter feed that another seven
Israeli soldiers had been killed in fight-
ing yesterday, bringing the total to 25 in
the two-week conflict.
A family of nine died in a strike on

their home in the southernGaza city of
Rafah: sevenchildrenandtheirparents.
Another four children were among
eightpeoplekilled inastrikeona family
home in Gaza City shortly after the
hospital was hit.
The spiralling civilian death toll has

spurred international calls for the fight-
ing to end. At an emergency meeting
yesterday, the UN Security Council
called for the “immediate cessation of
hostilities,” a demand echoed by Presi-
dent Obama in a phone call to Israel’s
prime minister Binyamin Netanyahu.
Mr Netanyahu has accused Hamas

of seeking civilian casualties to use
“telegenic Palestinian dead” for propa-
ganda purposes, and slammed the
group for rejecting ceasefire proposals.
Hamas says it will not lay down its

weapons until Israel agrees to end the
blockade on the besieged coastal terri-
tory. Caught in the crossfire is amount-

ingnumberofPalestiniandeadanddis-
placed.
Hundreds of residents could be seen

streaming from their homes in the
northern town of Beit Hanoun after a
night of heavy shelling, joining 100,000
others now sheltering in UN schools
and other buildings across Gaza.
“It seems we are heading towards a

massacre in Beit Hanoun,” Abu Ah-
med, a resident said. “It was a night of
horror.”
Thousands fled the eastern Gaza

neighbourhood of Shejaiya on Sunday
after an intense bombardment from
Israeli troops moving in to the area to
dismantle a subterranean network of
Hamas tunnels, meeting heavy resist-
ance from fighters.
The bombardment reduced much of

the neighbourhood to rubble, with
charred and mangled bodies left lying
in the street as the shelling went on,
with ambulances and rescue workers
unable to reach them.
Yesterday’s death toll included 11

bodies pulled from the rubble there,
most of them women, according to
medical workers.
Israel has said its ground operation is

aimed at a labyrinth of tunnels built by

Hamas beneath residential neighbour-
hoods inGaza to storeweapons, launch
rocket attacks against Israel and infil-
trate its territory from underground.
Yesterday, Israel said it had thwarted

two more infiltration attempts, killing
ten militants in airstrikes and engage-
mentbyground troopsas theyemerged
on the Israeli side of the Gaza border.
While Israel has been studying the

tunnel network for over a year,military
officials say the labyrinth that troops
have discovered is farmore sophisticat-
ed and extensive than they had previ-
ously thought.
Mounting calls for a ceasefire could

put pressure on Israel to halt its opera-
tion before it is able to destroy all or
most of them.
MosheYaalon, Israel’s defenceminis-

ter, suggested that themission could be
accomplished within days, but added
that it would continue for “as long as
necessary”.
JohnKerry, theUS secretary of state,

and BanKiMoon, the secretary gener-
al of the United Nations, flew to Cairo
yesterday to work with Egypt, Israel
and the Palestinian Authority to ham-
mer out a ceasefire deal. Egypt, mean-
while, said it was prepare to amend its
previous proposal provided Israel and
Hamas agreed.
Dan Shapiro, the US ambassador to

Israel, said Washington understood
Israel’s need to destroy the tunnels for
its self-defence but was increasingly
concerned about the number of dead
and wounded. “Start with a ceasefire
and only after hold discussions on the
problems at the base of the crisis,” he
told Israel Radio.
Thatmay not be enough of a guaran-

tee for Hamas, nor for some ofMrNet-
anyahu’s right-wing partners, who are
urging the military to “go all the way”.
“This isnot the time to talkof a cease-

fire,”GiladErdan, a right-wingminister
in Israel’s security cabinet, told report-
ers ashe visitedwounded troops inhos-
pital. “We must complete the mission,

and the mission cannot end until the
threat of the tunnels is removed.”
Hamas received a message of

support yesterday from the Lebanese
militia, Hezbollah, despite an ongoing
dispute over their differing loyalties in

the Syrian civil war. Hassan Nasrallah,
the Hezbollah leader, called Khalid
Meshaal, the exiledHamas chief, to ex-
press solidarity and offer his organisa-
tion‘s cooperation in the “resistance”
against Israel.

Israel
Catherine Philp
Abeer Ajoub Gaza City

Children take refuge at a United Nations school after fleeing from the town of

Good chemistry? It’s all in a couple’s DNA, claims dating site
United States
Rhys Blakely Los Angeles

Five were killed in the hospital attack

Singldout’s users supply DNA samples
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ThePalestinianPresidentMahmoud
Abbas issued a joint appeal withMes-
haal after a meeting in Qatar on Sun-
day to discuss a truce in Gaza.
They called for “an end to the Israeli

aggression and a lifting of the block-

be a ceasefire first” and then compre-
hensive dicussions towards “a final
peace agreement,” he said.
MrMeshaal was due to give a speech

last night, raising hopes amongGazans
that a ceasefire deal would be reached.

ade” on Hamas-controlled territory.
They also agreed that “all Palestinian
factions shouldwork as a team towards
a ceasefire,” according toAzzamal-Ah-
med, an official of Mr Abbas’s Fatah
party. “It was agreed that there should

Eight months’ pregnant
– and now in mourning

Eight months pregnant, the widow of
Major Tzafrir Bar-Or watched as he
was lowered into his grave. “I wrote to
you, ‘Come home,’ and we’re still wait-
ing,” Sivan Bar-Or said yesterday.
She spoke at her husband’s funeral

two days after he died trying to destroy
the Hamas movement in Gaza.
Major Bar-Or was one of 13 soldiers

killed on Saturday night in the Israeli
army’s deadliest day in almost a decade.
Another seven Israeli soldiers died
yesterday.
His funeralwasoneof fouryesterday.

All 13 of the dead Israeli soldiers had
been members of the elite Golani Bri-
gade, killed in heavy fighting in the
Shejaiyaneighbourhood in easternGa-
za. Only six of them have been publicly
named; the army said it is confirming
the identities of the rest. More than 50
soldiers were injured in the fighting.
Hundreds ofmourners gatheredyes-

terday for the emotional funeral of
Major Bar-Or at the military cemetery
in Holon.
His father, Aryeh, wept over his son’s

grave. Family members daubed water
on the face of the soldier’s distraught
mother, Sharona, and consoled his
pregnant sister, Dana.
Until the ground operation began on

Thursday night, only two Israeli civil-

ians hadbeenkilled bymore than 1,000
rockets fired from Gaza. The Israeli
death toll has climbed significantly
since troops entered the strip, with 18
soldiers killed to date, most of them in
Saturday’s fighting.
“This is when it really hits home,

when thewar stopsbeing something far
away,” said Hadar Rosen, among those
gathered aroundMajor Bar-Or’s grave.
“The whole country will rally behind
the soldiers now.”
Casualties have been far worse in

Gaza, where more than 500 people
have been killed, including more than
100 on Sunday. The United Nations
estimates that at least 75 per cent of vic-
tims have been civilians, including doz-
ens of children.
Inside Israel, those numbers were

overshadowed by Saturday’s death toll,
the highest since the 2006war in Leba-
non. “We bow our head to your sons
who fell so that we can continue living
here,” Binyamin Netanyahu, the prime
minister, said on Sunday night.
In a countrywith universal conscrip-

tion for most of its Jewish citizens, the
high death toll could become a political
liability. So far, there are no signs of
dwindlingpublic support—but thegov-
ernment has been forced to promise a
“limited” operation in Gaza.
However, with no signs of progress

toward a ceasefire, mourners said they
expected more funerals to come.

Israel
Gregg Carlstrom Holon

FINBARR O’REILLY/REUTERS

Jewish shops set ablaze as
Muslim rioters rampage
through Paris suburb
Page 27

Who’s in the the doghouse
for taking a bite out of
Napoleon’s chair?
Page 27

Sivan Bar-Or, right, the pregnant wife of Major Tzafrir Bar-Or, who was killed in
Gaza, at his funeral in Holon with his sister Dana, centre, who is also pregnant

dress. The lawsuit included allegations
that Dr Levy used hidden cameras, in-
cluding one hidden in a pen on a lan-
yard around his neck.
The settlement draws a line under a

case that threatened the reputation of
one of the world’s leading medical
institutions.
Some of Levy’s patients say that he

touched them inappropriately, others
say that they were summoned for un-
necessary examinations.
Expertshave interviewed thewomen

and placed each into a category, based
on trauma level, that will determine
howmuchmoneyeachonewill receive.

An American hospital will pay $190
million to settle a lawsuit over a gynae-
cologistwho is believed tohave secretly
photographed more than 8,000
patients over the course of eight years.
Dr Nikita Levy was fired from the

JohnsHopkinsHospital inBaltimore in
February last year, after a colleague
tipped off authorities. Levy committed
suicide 10 days later.
Investigators discovered about 1,200

videos and 140 images in his home, de-
picting female patients in states of un-

Gynaecologist used pen camera
to secretly film 8,000 patients
United States
Rhys Blakely Los Angeles
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dumpedValérieTrierweiler, 49, his
then first lady.

Mr Hollande has refused to
confirm that he is still with Ms
Gayet sincehis affairwas revealed.
His silence has a sparked an end-
less flow of rumours in the press

linking him to ahost of differ-
entwomen, includingAxel-
le Lemaire, minister for
digital technology,
Nathalie Iannetta, his
sports adviser, and Aud-
rey Azoulay, his culture
and communication ad-

viser. There is no evidence
that he is romantically
involved with any of them.

duties of a president’s partner. The
actress is reportedly keen to end the
secrecy over her relationship with
the head of state, possibly by
appearing with him in public as
early as next month.
Reports have claimed

that the couple are con-
sidering marriage, but
this was dismissed by a
Socialist party worker.
Mr Hollande, 59, was

revealed inJanuary tobe
having an affair with Ms
Gayet. He promptly

President Hollande’s mistress is under-
taking a growing number of charity
engagements in what is being seen in
Paris as an attempt to cast herself as a
first lady in waiting.
Julie Gayet, the actress, has been

dressing more soberly and taking up
popular causes in a move described by
Le Figaro newspaper as preparation for
public appearances with Mr Hollande.
The Socialist president has told

friends he does not want another first
lady at the Élysée, but Ms Gayet, 42, is
said to be eyeing a semi-official role —
assuming some, but not all, the usual

Hollande mistress casts herself as first lady
France
Adam Sage Paris

vi
that

tly

Shejaiya, which suffered the heaviest bombardment of the offensive so far. More than 60 people were killed there

Dressing more
soberly: Julie Gayet
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Down to the river to pray Hindus bathe in the Bagmati River before heading to the Pashupatinath Temple in eastern Kathmandu to mark Shravan, the holy month

Indonesia poll
loser told to
go peacefully
Indonesia
Richard Lloyd Parry Asia Editor

Joko Widodo, a former furniture seller
who rose to become governor of Jakar-
ta, is expected to be declared Indone-
sia’s next president today, after two
weeks of psychological warfare and
defiance by his opponent, a general
from the former dictatorship.
Indonesia’s outgoing president

appealed for a smooth transition of
power, as it became increasingly cer-
tain that Mr Joko has won a small but
decisive victory over Prabowo Subian-
to. However, tension is likely to con-
tinue if, as he has indicated, Mr Prab-
owo appeals.
Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono, who

will hand over to his successor inOcto-
ber, said: “If there is someonewho does
not accept the official result, I would
advise them topeacefully go the consti-
tutional route.”
The official result is expected today,

but early results suggest that Mr Joko
has won by between 2 and 6 per cent.
However, Mr Prabowo has insisted

that he has won, even though his own
campaign manager has accepted his
“failure”. Nonetheless, it seems almost
certain that Mr Prabowo will appeal to
the Constitutional Court, which will
announce a final decision next month.

Pakistan calls in US drones to spearhead fight against Taliban
Pakistan
Robin Pagnamenta
Aoun Sahi Islamabad

US drones are flying missions almost
every day in support of a Pakistani of-
fensive against militants, contravening
a pledge by the country’s prime minis-
ter during his election campaign last
year that he would stop their use.
The latest US drone attack over the

weekend killed at least 15 people when
two missiles struck a militant hideout
on Pakistan’s remote border with
Afghanistan, as an army offensive to
flush out terrorists from the region in-
tensified. The attack brought the total

number of people killed by US drones
in Pakistan since June tomore than 50.
Security experts say Nawaz Sharif,

the primeminister, has handed respon-
sibility for the country’s security to its
military commanders and has given
them free rein to undertake the opera-
tion, which is being run by General
Raheel Sharif, the chief of army staff.
While thegovernment claimspublic-

ly that the drone strikes undermine
Pakistan’s sovereignty, in private it is
clear that they take place with the co-
operation of Pakistan’s military, which
is keen to destroy militants, including
the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP),
al-Qaeda and the Haqqani network.

No missiles were fired from US
drones at all in Pakistan for six months
after President Obama unveiled new
rules on their use last December. But
since June 15, when Islamabad
launched the offensive inWaziristan to
crush militants after a terrorist attack
on Karachi airport, US drones have
struck regularly, often in remote areas,
which have not yet been reached by
Pakistani forces on the ground.
The latest strike targeted a house

near the village of Dhatta Khel, killing
10 Pakistani fighters and five Uzbeks.
Pakistani forces are pressing towards

the Afghan border in a ground and air
operation called Operation Zarb-e-

Azb, or Sword of the Prophet, which is
now entering its sixth week and was
designed to drive militants from North
Waziristan, a lawless tribal area that for
years has offered a safe haven to an
array of militant groups.
Military officials said house-to-

house visits were being conducted in
MirAli, a former stronghold of theTTP
where battles have erupted with mili-
tants armed with rockets, mortars and
heavymachineguns. A bomb factory as
well as a huge cache of arms, ammuni-
tion and foreign currency were discov-
ered this weekend in Mir Ali.
The officials say about 450 people

have been killed so far in the operation

while 26 Pakistani soldiers have died.
About 800,000 civilians have fled.
Despite the fighting inMir Ali, Paki-

stani forces have encountered only rel-
atively light resistance from militants,
most of whom have moved to Dhatta
Khel and the forested Shawal valley or
joined sleeper cells.
One such group was caught in

Lahore on Thursday, when security
forces raided a house occupied bymili-
tants, two of whom were killed, a mile
from the prime minister’s country
estate. Hasan Khan, a security analyst,
said: “TheTTP is expert at guerillawar-
fare and won’t waste its resources by
engaging in an unequal fight.”

Isis warn Iraq’s Christians: convert or die
Iraq
Hugh Tomlinson

Jihadist militants have seized a monas-
tery in northern Iraq, expelling its
monks and other residents in amount-
ing purge against the country’s Christ-
ian community.
Forces from the al-Qaeda splinter

group, Islamic State of Iraq and
al-Sham (Isis), stormed Saint Behnam,
a 4th-century monastery run by the
Syriac Catholic church, forcing the
monks to flee at gunpoint.
In thenearbycityofMosul, hundreds

of Christian families have been fleeing
the city after Isis warned them to leave,
convert to Islam or face execution. Ban
Ki Moon, the UN Secretary General,
has warned that the persecution of
Iraq’s Christians could constitute a
crime against humanity.
With themonks gone, there are fears

that the Saint Behnam monastery will
be ransacked by the Sunni jihadists. Isis
has destroyed a host of Christian and
Shia religious sites since seizing swath-
es of northern and western Iraq in a
four-week onslaught in May and June.
Two weeks ago, Isis forces destroyed

the tomb of the prophet Jonah near
Mosul. Video footage showed masked
men using sledgehammers to smash a
numberof centuries-oldgraves, includ-
ing that of the prophet, who is revered
by Christians and Muslims alike.
Shia shrines inMosul and the townof

Tal Afar have also been destroyed as
Isis seeks to impose a new Islamic state,
or caliphate, across the territory it now
controls in Iraq and Syria.
Locals near Saint Behnam, one of

Iraq’s main Christian landmarks for
centuries, said the monks had pleaded
with the jihadists to be allowed to take
some of the monastery’s relics with
them but the fighters refused, driving
them out on foot. Nine families who
had been taking refuge at the site were
also expelled. “You have no place here
any more, you have to leave immedi-
ately,” one fighter told them.
Religious persecution has increased

steadily as Isis has consolidated its grip
on Mosul, Iraq’s second largest city,
which it seized in late May.
Christian and Shia homes have been

daubedwithpaint to identify them.The
thousands of Christians in Mosul, an
ancient centre for the faith, were set a

deadlineofnoonof Saturday to convert
to Islam, consent to pay a special tax or
leave. Isis warned that there would be,
“nothing for them but the sword”, if
they refused.ManyChristians reported
that they were stopped at checkpoints
on their way out of the city and robbed
of any valuables.
The Isis purge effectively brings to an

end the 16 consecutive centuries that

Christians have lived in Mosul. The
city’s church of Saint Mary has been
sealed off and there are fears it could be
razed entirely. A cross has been re-
moved from the nearby Saint Ephrem
Cathedral.
Mr Ban condemned the action say-

ing: “Any systematic attack on the civil-
ian population or segments of the civil-
ian population, because of their ethnic
background, religious beliefs or faith
may constitute a crime against human-
ity.”
The treatmentofShia trapped in Isis-

held territory has been even more bru-
tal. Hundreds are thought to have been
rounded up and many executed.
Before US-led invasion in 2003,

more than a million Christians lived in
Iraq, with some 600,000 in Baghdad
and 60,000 in Mosul.
The grave of the Seth, who is revered

in Islam, Christianity and Judaism, as
the son of Adam and Eve was also de-
stroyed, according to Iraqi officials.
ThreeSunni clerics,KhattabHassan,

43, Riyadh al-Wandi, 39, and Abdul
Ghafoor Salman, 48, rejected Isis and
refused to flee. They were killed by the
terrorists in separate parts of Mosul.

Isis militants blow up the Al-Qubba
Shia mosque. Left, Twitter images of
the destruction of Jonah’s tomb

AP
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Gangs of Muslims
set Jewish stores
ablaze in Paris
He watched in horror as several hun-
dred youthsmarched towards his syna-
gogue chanting slogans that he had
never thought would again be uttered
in France.
“Theywere shouting: ‘Death to Jews,’

and ‘Slit Jews’ throats’,” said David, a
Jewish sound engineer who has lived in
the multicultural Parisian suburb of
Sarcelles for49years. “It tookusback to
1938.”
David, who declined to give his sur-

name, was speaking after his suburb
north of the capital witnessed an anti-
Jewish riot on Sunday night involving
Muslim youths demonstrating in
support of the Palestinian cause.
The violence stunned the French

political class amid warnings that the
country could be fractured by a reli-
gious conflict with its origins in the
Middle East — pitting France’s
500,000 Jews against its 5 million or so
Muslims.
Tensions have been rising for weeks,

with an increase in antisemitic acts,
growing numbers of Jewish families
leavingFrance for Israel andpro-Pales-
tinian protesters clashingwith police in
Paris earlier this month. France is par-
ticularly sensitive to antisemitic vio-
lence after its Jews were targeted
throughout the 1930s, leading to about
75,000 being sent to Nazi concentra-
tion camps.
The government responded to the

violence earlier this month by banning
another demonstration planned in

Paris on Saturday, and outlawing the
march in Sarcelles. Nevertheless, post-
ers were displayed around the suburb.
“Palestine will live, Palestine will van-
quish. Come equipped with hammers,
fire extinguishers and batons for . . . a
raid on the Jewish district,” the posters
declared.
In theevent, anestimated400people

turned up, and they had petrol bombs,
flagstones and, in one case, an axe.
“I got a textmessagewarningme that

trouble was brewing and I went to the
synagogue,” said Daniel, 25, who has
lived all his life in Sarcelles. “But I soon
realised that we were no match for the
protesters. They were armed and they
were frightening,” he added.
The march got within a few yards of

the synagogue before being beaten
back by riot police using tear gas and
Flash Balls – a non-lethal weapon that
fires rubber balls.
The demonstrators then smashed

cars and burnt dustbins— the heat dis-
torting rails on the tramway — and
rampaged through the Sarcelles shop-
ping centre.
A chemist owned by a Jewish family

was ransacked and burnt down, as was
a kosher supermarket that was fire-
bombed two years ago. A halal butch-
er’s shop escaped unscathed.
Yesterday morning, street cleaners

wereatwork, clearingdebris andscrub-
bing pavements. However, they had no
antidote for an acrid stench of burnt
plastic that hung over the town centre.
“What happened in Sarcelles is intol-

erable,” said Manuel Valls, the prime
minister. “An attack on a synagogue
andonakosher shop is simply antisem-
itism.Nothing inFrance can justify this
violence.”
Officials said that 19 people were

arrested, four of them aged under 18.
Michael and EvaMarciano, watched

the riot from the window of the flat in
Sarcelles where they live with David,
2½, their son. “I have never seen any-
thing like that before,” said Mr Mar-
ciano. “The violence was terrifying.”
Mr Marciano said Sarcelles’ Jewish

community — the town is nicknamed
Little Jerusalem — used to enjoy cor-
dial relations with the second and
third-generation immigrants from
France’s former Muslim colonies who
live on the other side of the railway line.
“Now I’m not so sure it will never be

the same again,” he added.

France
Adam Sage Sarcelles

Warning to
tourists after
Mombasa
gun attacks
Kenya
Jerome Starkey Africa Correspondent

CATERS NEWS

Papal aide tried to swindle €99m from
inheritance left by Vatican land baron

Romemagistrates are to force a former
bursar of the one of themost important
orders of the Catholic church to stand
trial for his role in an inheritance dis-
pute, dealing a fresh blow to the credi-
bility of the Vatican.
Father Giovanni Battista Mazzali, of

theSalesianorder, is accusedof helping
twomiddlemen in inheritance negotia-
tions to defraud his own organisation,
which is dedicated to educational and
missionary work, in an action that ap-
pears to have put the financial survival
of the religious order at risk.
Themiddlemen,CarloMoiseSilvera,

a Syrianbusinessman, andRenatoZan-

fagna, a lawyer,will also stand trial. The
three men are accused of falsifying
documents and inflating the value of
the estate of Count Alessandro Gerini
so that they could pocket a commission
of €99 million (£78 million).
Known as “God’s builder” for his

close links to the Vatican and lucrative
property deals, Count Gerini left
several hundred million euros to the
Salesian order in 1990.
The will was contested by his neph-

ews, who sought the help of Mr Silvera
andMrZanfagna, and succeeded in ob-
taining a judicial order freezing €130
million of the order’s assets. Negotia-
tionswereoverseenbyCardinalTarcis-
io Bertone, a Salesian and Pope Bene-
dict’s aide for seven years.

The cardinal was at the centre of
another controversy when it emerged
that he had supported aVatican invest-
ment in a television production com-
pany run by a friend. The investment
resulted last year in a €15 million loss.
Father Manlio Sodi, another

member of the order, has admitted
accepting payments fromGerini family
mediators in order to facilitate contacts
with Cardinal Bertone.
“Sodi has admitted to accepting the

payments, but Mazzali denies doing so.
The bursar said he was duped himself
and had no intention of committing
fraud,” saidMicheleGentiloni Silveri, a
lawyer acting for the Salesians, adding
that thedisputehadalready cost theor-
der €25 million.

Italy
Philip Willan Rome

The windows of a Jewish-owned café
were smashed during Sunday’s attack

A gun attack in Kenya’s second city of
Mombasa has left at least three people
dead and six others seriously injured,
police said yesterday.
Witnesses said that at least four at-

tackers strolled around the downmar-
ket Likoni neighbourhood on Sunday
night, firing at will, and dropping leaf-
lets that claimed they were avenging a
raid in Mpeketoni, almost 200 miles
further the north, in Lamu County.
That attack, on June 15, left at least 48

people dead, and appeared to trigger a
wave of carjackings and raids that have
killed more than 90 people. Sunday’s
attack inMombasa came as police can-
celled leave and ordered a dusk-to-
dawn curfew in the Lamu area, which
has borne the brunt of the violence.
Britain had already warned its na-

tionals not to visitMombasa because of
the threat of an attack, but the Foreign
Office updated its advice to include La-
mu County, which includes Lamu ar-
chipelago, once popular with tourists.
Al-Shabaab, themilitant groupbased

in Somalia, claimed responsibility for
some of the deaths, but President Ken-
yatta framed the killings as ethnic as-
saults against his fellow Kikuyu tribe.
Police and politicians seem divided

over the cause of the violence, with
some blaming al-Shabaab, while others
point to land disputes between the
country’s mostly Muslim coastal com-
munity and Christian Kenyans, who
have migrated to the shoreline.
A western security analyst said that

the truth might lie in between, with
al-Shabaab or its proxies exploiting
local grievances “on the orders or en-
couragement” of local power brokers.
“There’s lots of people crossing the

border between Kenya and Somalia
and some of them are radicalised by
al-Shabaab,” he said.
Land around Lamu is especially con-

tested because the government is plan-
ning to build a new oil pipeline linking
Ethiopia andSouth Sudan to a deep sea
port. The project could transform aver-
age farmland into prime international
real estate.
Perpetrators of the Mombasa attack

dropped leaflets threatening ethnic
Luos, who were led by the defeated
presidential candidate Raila Odinga.
“This is a revenge for our brothers who
were killed in Mpeketoni,” they said.

Marital bliss Josh and Sarah Walk’s photos of their honeymoon in Iceland with a
backdrop of hills and forests went viral after they posted them on Facebook

Sarkozy in the doghouse after
pets chewed Napoleon’s chair

Nicolas Sarkozy courted controversery
through his economic policies, his
election expenditure and his love life.
Nowhis dogshave got him into trouble.
The two labradors and a chihuahua

belonging to Mr Sarkozy and Carla
Bruni-Sarkozy,hiswife, causeddamage
totalling tens of thousands of euros at
the Elysee Palace during his term of
office, it has been reported.
Toumi, the chihuahua, andClara and

Dumbledor, the labradors, chewed fur-
niture and carpets in the august Silver
Salon,whereNapoleon signedhis abdi-
cation in 1815 and where Félix Faure’s
term as president came to an end in
1899 when he had a heart attack in the

arms of his mistress. The dogs left
unsightly teeth marks on silk arm rests
embroidered with a picture of a swan’s
beak on chairs in the salon. The also bit
the chairs’ legs.
It cost €6,600 (£5,200) to restore the

gilding alone, according to Médiapart,
the news website.
The bill wasmet by the taxpayer. The

Sarkozys have not been asked to con-
tribute, the site said.
The report dented the image of the

dogs that Mrs Bruni-Sarkozy had
sought to convey in an interview in
2009.
“They are nice, really they’re a joy,”

she said, adding that Dumbledor was
“madly in love with his great friend
[Clara]. Luckily, he hasn’t worked out
how you make babies yet.”

France
Adam Sage Paris
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Park may free rhinos
to thwart poachers
Johannesburg Kruger National
Park is considering moving
some rhinos out of the wildlife
reserve to protect them from
poachers. The goal is to
“spread the risk” by evacuating
rhinos to other game reserves,
because Kruger park is heavily
targeted by poachers, William
Mabasa, a park spokesman,
said yesterday. About 560
rhinos have been poached in
South Africa this year, and
more than half of them were
killed in Kruger park. Many
poachers cross into Kruger
from neighbouring
Mozambique. (AP)

Kidnapped Filipino
worker beheaded
Manila The Philippines
government says that a
Filipino construction worker
kidnapped by militiamen in
Libya a week ago has been
beheaded by his captors. His
decomposed body was found
in a hospital in Benghazi on
Sunday. The Philippine
government is evacuating
about 13,000 Filipinos from
Libya due to increasing
violence and lawlessness. (AP)

Conspiracy verdict in
Boston bomb case
Boston A friend of the alleged
Boston marathon bomber faces
up to 25 years in jail after he
was found guilty of conspiracy
and obstructing justice by
hindering the investigation
into the attack. A jury found
that Azamat Tazhayakov had
removed a backpack holding
empty firework shells from the
room of the suspected bomber
Dzhokhar Tsarnaev shortly
after the attack. (AP)

Armed carjackers
drag boy to his death
Johannesburg A four-year-old
boy was dragged to his death
behind a hijacked car as his
mother watched in horror.
Chantel Morris had put
Taegrin into their VW Golf in
Boksburg when three armed
hijackers drove off in it, with
the boy’s foot caught in a
seatbelt, leaving him hanging
out of the door. The car was
found later with the boy’s
battered body next to it. (AFP)

Obama gives gay
workers protection
Washington President Obama
is expected to sign orders
protecting gay and transgender
federal workers from
employment discrimination.
Conservatives urged him in
vain to exempt religious
groups, but the supreme court
had earlier excluded some
religious businesses from the
requirement that employers
provide free birth control. (AP)

Teacher held for ‘raping pupil’

Angry protests gripped one of India’s
biggest cities yesterday, after a roller-
skating instructor appeared in court
accused of raping a six-year-old girl —
one of his pupils— in a classroom at an
elite Bangalore school.
As anger over the case erupted,

police fought demonstrators outside
the school.
The 30-year-old teacher at Vibgyor

High, a respected private school in the
city, was arrested on Sunday. The
assault is alleged to have taken place on
July 2.
Identified in the media as Mustafa,

the teacher had been working at the

school for three years and police said
his laptop contained images of child
pornography and other indecent pic-
tures. The case has triggered wide-
spread revulsion in India, after a string
of horrific rapes in the country.
Angry parents at the school are furi-

ous atwhat theybelievewasa cover-up.
After the alleged attack, the girl

reported it to her teacher. No action
was taken and it was only a week later
that her parents learnt what is alleged
to have occurredwhen she complained
of stomach pains and was taken to a
doctor, who said she had been raped.
No police complaint was filed until

July 14 — nearly two weeks after the
alleged assault took place.

Robin Pagnamenta Mumbai

Ex-ministers squat in official mansions
Alegal tussle is loomingovera secluded
oasis of power and privilege that is
home to India’s top politicians and
bureaucrats after more than 20 former
ministers refused to vacate their official
Raj-era Delhi residences — despite
being kicked out of office months or
even years ago.
This month, India’s supreme court

ordered thegovernment toexplainwhy
22 former ministers had been allowed
to stay on in their official accommoda-
tion — lavish bungalows designed by
Edwin Lutyens in central Delhi with
guards and sprawling gardens.
The homes, some of which measure

more than 530 sqm (5,700sq ft) in area,
are among the greatest perks of high
office in India. The court has appointed
a senior lawyer to investigate the reten-
tion of the bungalows, which has left
many new ministers in the incoming
government of Narendra Modi unable
to move in to the enclave.
At least 22 politicians who have been

turfed out of government are so reluc-
tant to leave that they have become
squatters, claiming that they cannot
vacate the properties for medical rea-
sons, or because their children and

grandchildren are studying nearby.
Others say that they need extra secur-
ity. Vinod Rai, the former auditor gen-
eralwhohas been sharply critical of the
hangers-on, said it was “bizarre” that
ministers were being granted exten-
sions to remain in grace-and-favour
homes for spurious reasons.
He has called for all the former min-

isters concerned to be given onemonth
to quit to create some space for the new
intake, which includes 44 new
ministers and hundreds of new
MPs. “I think that is enough for
anybody to vacate the accom-
modation,” he said.
Subhash Agrawal, an anti-

corruption activist, who has
launched legal action in the
supremecourt, saidminis-
ters must not be allowed
to benefit from “palatial”
taxpayer-funded homes
when they are no longer
in office.
On the list of those

who have refused to
budge is Andimuthu
Raja, the former telecoms
minister who was forced to
resign in November 2010

because of his alleged role in one of the
country’s biggest corruption scan-
dals. He spent the next 15 months
in prison, though he continues
to deny the allegations made
against him. Despite his polit-

ical troubles, Mr Raja
has not yet been
ejected from his

gated ministerial com-
poundonDelhi’sMotilalNeh-
ru Marg, just a short walk
from the clipped lawns and

sparkling fountains of Rajpath,
the monumental central avenue
that bisects India’s capital.
Another prominent former

minister, Lalu Prasad Yadav from the
northern state of Bihar, left office as
India’s railway minister back in May
2009.
Three years later, he was disqualified

as an MP for his role in a corruption
scandal linked to the embezzlement of
hundreds of millions of dollars of gov-
ernment cash earmarked for animal
fodder subsidies.
Yet Mr Yadav has managed to retain

his expansive bungalow at 25 Tughlaq
Road — a short distance from Rahul
Gandhi’s house — on the grounds that
he is diabetic and is undergoing treat-
ment foraheart conditionat thenearby
All India Institute of Medical Sciences.
In a letter seeking an extension,

brought to light under a Freedomof In-
formation Act request, he also men-
tioned that his granddaughter was
studying at a nearby school.
However, with MrModi promising a

crackdownon graft, the practice of pol-
iticians keeping official homes has de-
veloped into a blazing row.
At least nine of Mr Modi’s 44 new

cabinet ministers are waiting to be
housed in the Lutyens Bungalow Zone.
The most coveted properties date back
to the 1930s and 1940s, when Lutyens
oversaw the construction of imperial
New Delhi.

India
Robin Pagnamenta Mumbai

Destiny’s Child star
arrested at dawn
Myrtle Beach A former
member of Destiny’s Child, the
band that launched the career
of Beyoncé Knowles, has been
arrested in South Carolina on
a charge of disorderly conduct.
Farrah Franklin, 33, was
booked into Horry County jail
at about 5am on Sunday and
released only after posting bail
of $280. (AP)

DAVIDHECKER/GETTY IMAGES

Space salad Scientists at the German Aerospace Centre have been growing
vegetables in a special greenhouse that could be used on a future Mars colony

Andimuthu Raja: will not leave

lecoms

Delhi’s Lutyens quarter is home to
many official government homes
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Clarke’s £10m reward
for failure at Tesco
Andrew Clark, Richard Fletcher,
Miles Costello

The outgoing boss of Tesco could walk
away with around £10million after
being sacked for presiding over a disas-
trous decline in the performance of
Britain’s biggest supermarket chain.
According to Sir Richard Broadbent,

Tesco’s chairman, Philip Clarke was
dumped on the grounds that the
retailer needed amore “lateral” thinker
at the top.
Dave Lewis, a Unilever executive

nicknamed “drastic Dave”, for his
uncompromising record in cutting jobs
at the household products empire, will
replace Mr Clarke in October.
The change was announced along-

side another profit warning. Despite
that, the City reacted with relief, mark-
ing the shares 1.3 per cent higher to
288½p, and shareholders expressed sat-
isfaction that the Clarke era was draw-
ing to a close after three years in which
Tesco had been outmanoeuvred by
discount rivals, such as Aldi and Lidl.
Mr Clarke’s departure will be eased

by a package including £5.28 million of
shares to vest under a long-term incen-
tive scheme, £1.14million of bonus
shares and a year’s salary, amounting to
£1.15million. In spite of Tesco’s disap-
pointing performance, he could also
receive a cash bonus of £2.6 million.

Tesco’s chairman defended the pay-
off, describingMrClarke as amanwith
a “tremendous commitment to Tesco”
who had agreed to remain as a consult-
antuntil January. SirRichard said: “Phil
is getting paid his salary while he helps
me manage this transition.”
Asked whether Mr Clarke had been

fired, Sir Richard said: “I don’t per-
sonally use that language. It’s about a
board handling succession and talent
management.”
Tesco has been squeezed in a

narrowing middle market between
upmarketgrocers, suchasWaitroseand
Marks & Spencer, and the discount
chains. Its out-of-town supermarkets
have been hit by a drop in custom as
consumers opt for home deliveries, or
spread their spending more broadly.
“What you see is a retail space that’s

changing at a rapid pace,” Sir Richard
said. “This is not just about getting
another retail person in to have a go.
We need to get very, very lateral about
this business.”

It is the first time that Tesco has
called in an outsider to become chief
executive. The chain, which employs
more than 500,000 people in 12 coun-
tries, has traditionally promoted from
within. However, shareholders have
become increasingly alarmed at its
shrinking command of grocery spend-
ing — its share of food shopping has
shrunk from 30.7 per cent to 28.9 per
cent since Mr Clarke became chief
executive in 2011.
Fidelity Worldwide, a leading inves-

tor, expressed relief that “shareholders
have thechange theyhavebeenpushing
for”. ParasAnand, theheadofEuropean
equities at Fidelity, notedTesco alsohad
a new finance director and said:“My
hope is both are given a reasonable
period to turn things around.”
In its trading update, Tesco said till

receipts were “more challenging than
we anticipated”, prompting analysts to
downgrade their profit forecasts by as
much as 10 per cent.
MrClarkeput abrave faceonhis exit,

telling the BBC he felt an “enormous
sense of relief” to be relinquishing the
job.Headded that friendshadbeen tell-
ing him that the job was taking its toll.
Whenaskedwhether hehad left volun-
tarily, or whether he had been pushed,
he offered an incoherent reply: “[The
date] is not one ofmy choosing, but it is
a choice I would willingly make.”

Abandon ship Sunseeker, the luxury yacht maker, is looking for a new boss after Stewart McIntyre abruptly quit. He has
been replaced on an interim basis by Robert Braithwaite, the company’s founder, while a search begins for a replacement

Another Dave
plays top dog

A
s if we haven’t got one
too many a Dave
running the country, we
now have Dave “don’t
call me David” Lewis

brought in to save Tesco.
Though the corporate lifespan of

a Tesco boss is shortening fast —
Jack Cohen 50 odd years, Ian
MacLaurin 25 years, Terry Leahy 11
years, Phil Clarke just the three —
the first non-company man to run
what is Britain’s most popular
unpopular supermarket, is well-
connected and an innate populist.
Mr Lewis will have taken

perfectly placed advice: his old
Unilever boss Patrick Cescau is
Tesco’s senior non-executive; at
BSkyB where Mr Lewis is a non-
executive, its senior independent
director is ex-Tesco hero Andrew
Higginson.
When asked, a while ago, to head

a Conservative public health
commission on what to do with
large people, Mr Lewis, one of the
top four executives at the world’s
biggest purveyor of semi-soft frozen
desserts, actually argued that ice
cream, eaten sensibly, has its part in
a healthy, balanced diet. A nation is
already loving the way he’s thinking.
Should we get too laid up that Mr

Lewis is neither a Tesco man nor a
retailer? Before the self-proclaimed
legend fades, it’s worth
remembering that the lionised
Justin King over at Sainsburys was
originally from Mars and while
Mr Lewis is not from Venus (that’s
a P&G brand), Unilever is equally
adept at being a finishing school for
future executives.
It is said Mr Lewis is the sort of

boss who just won’t put up with the
reporting of negative numbers. That
means one of two things. The Tesco
renaissance has just started. Or, on
trend with the reducing natural life
of a Tesco chief executive, he’ll be
gone within the year.

Acclaimed alumni

What do they put in the
Shipstones up Nottingham
way? If Dave Lewis wants

an executive brainstorming session
on mending Tesco he should call a
session at Ye Olde Trip to Jerusalem
of fellow, high-flying former
Nottingham students of yore to tell
him what’s what over a few Shippo’s.
GSK’s Andrew Witty and Rolls-

Royce’s John Rishton could give
advice on how not to do business in
China; Wetherspoons’ Tim Martin
can tell him why all supermarkets
are bastards (and explain why they
are in the wrong pub); the Premier
League’s Richard Scudamore can
advise on what not to put in an
email; and National Grid’s Steve
Holliday can tell him which way the
wind is blowing.
And they, all graduates of the

university, can get their big question
answered: just what was it like at the
poly, Dave?

The next scandal

Beat me to the queue, if you
can, to have a word with one
of these new independent

pension guidance providers.
The decision to guarantee “access

to free and entirely impartial
advice” on your retirement savings
has had the industry cheering.
Not the hordes of pension

providers and investment advisors,
of course, but the industry of
ambulance-chasing lawyers.
Just as the whole mini-economy

built out of PPI mis-selling
compensation begins to slow, so we
have the spectre of the great
“misguidance scandal” of 2020. So
get in quickly to see your
government-sponsored pensions
guidance provider and then wait for
beenmisguided?.com to get in touch
to show you how much more you’d
be worth in your dotage if you had
actually gone straight to The Pru.
What the lawyers will really be

able to get the government on is the
“free” bit. Like the free lunch you
never get, it is the pensions industry
— and the banks, fund managers
and IFAs — who will end up paying
the salaries and training of these
guidance providers which, of course,
adds cost to your pension product.
And then someone — and that,
again, means you — has to bear the
cost of the Financial Conduct
Authority overseeing and
monitoring this regime.
Pensions are complicated enough

without yesterday’s deluge of
retirement initiatives from the
Treasury and the FCA. The country
is crying out for pension simplicity.
Like your average savings pot, what
we have instead is something that
falls a long way short.

There is a light . . .

There is something about
Smiths Group to make you
proud even if it did sell off a

large part of Britain’s aerospace
heritage to GE of America in the
last decade.
Smiths was there at some of the

great moments in the 20th century:
in the cockpit of the first
commercial jetliner flight; on the
wrist of Sir Edmund Hillary when
he got to the top of Everest; in the
lab for the creation of the first
test-tube baby.
And 100 years ago this week,

Smiths went ahead with its flotation
on the Stock Exchange — just a
fortnight before the start of the first
world war, armies
massing around Europe,
ultimatums being issued and nearer
to home Irish Home Rule kicking
off. Makes those pulled IPOs of
recent weeks because of a bit of
market volatility, all look positively
spineless.

robert.lea@thetimes.co.uk

business commentary Robert Lea

COURTESY SUNSEEKER

Inside today

The task is simple: just
reinvent the company
Pages 34, 35
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Bank of England: The female
chief executives of a telecoms
company and Yorkshire-based
power plant are among the
new appointees to the board of
the Bank of England, which
was heavily criticised for
having insufficient women in
senior positions. The
chancellor of the exchequer
said that he had appointed
Dido Harding of TalkTalk,
Dorothy Thompson of Drax,
and Don Robert, the chairman
of Experian, as non-executive
directors to serve on the
Bank’s Court. Page 31

banking & finance
0.54%

Pensions: City firms are to be
hit with a new levy to pay for a
free financial advice service for
hundreds of thousands of
people who retire each year.
The Treasury announced plans
to push ahead with its proposal
to liberalise pensions, which
would include a new guidance
service to be handled by two
state bodies, The Pensions
Advisory Service and the
Money Advice Service.
Insurers and other pension
providers have been excluded
from the service on the
grounds that they would not
be trusted by the public to give
impartial advice Page 32
Foreign exchange fraud: The
Serious Fraud Office has
begun a criminal investigation
into allegations that traders at
leading banks rigged the
$5 trillion-a-day foreign
exchange market for their own
profit. The SFOwill look at
claims that traders and other
financial staff were involved in
a cartel to manipulate
currency rates before a crucial
daily fixing used by
professionals ranging from
fund managers to corporate
treasurers to value their profits
and portfolios. Page 32
Barclays: The bank’s share of
dark pool trading has slumped
since it was served with a
lawsuit by New York
authorities, according to
figures from a US regulator.
Trading on Barclays’ LX share
platform fell 66 per cent in the
week after Eric Schneiderman,
the New York attorney-
general, said that he was
taking action over claims that
Barclays misled investors
about the number of
“predatory” high-frequency
traders using its system.
The fall means that from being
the second most actively used
dark pool weeks Barclays is
not among the top ten. Page 32
Payment protection
insurance: New complaints for
the mis-selling of PPIpolicies
fell by almost 60 per cent in
the past three months, leading
the watchdog to say that the
worst of the scandal is
probably behind the banking
industry. The Financial
Ombudsman Service said that
it had received 56,869 PPI
complaints in April, May and
June compared with 132,152 in
the same period last year, a
57per cent fall. Page 32
RBS:Australian regulators have
fined the taxpayer-owned bank

nearly £900,000 after it
admitted its role in attempts to
manipulate the country’s
equivalent of the Libor
benchmark. RBS agreed to
make a “voluntary
contribution” to financial
literacy projects in Australia
after evidence that it had made
submissions to the Australian
bank-bill swap rate with the
intention of moving it in
favour of its own trading
positions.Page 36

construction &
property

0.26%

Student accommodation: Rich
foreign students are bypassing
dingy halls of residence to rent
the best apartments in the
capital, replacing bankers as
the dominant tenants in
London’s most exclusive
neighbourhoods. At 41 per
cent, wealthy foreign students
represented the highest
proportion of new tenancy
starts in Kensington, Chelsea
and Westminster in the past 12
months, according to London
Central Portfolio. Page 31

consumer goods
1.07%

Philips: Europe’s biggest
consumer electronics maker
hinted that it may close some
factories producing traditional
light bulbs as consumers
switch increasingly to energy
efficient LED products. Philips
said that it was accelerating
the transformation of its
lighting division by raising
investment in the revamp in
the second half of the year.
Scholl: The shoe brand
favoured by those who crave
comfort over style has changed
hands again. The rights to sell
Scholl Footwear outside the
Americas has been sold to
Aurelius, a German private
equity house, by Reckitt
Benckiser. The deal is the
fourth investment this year for
Aurelius, which said that it
planned to develop the brand
by introducing products and
expanding.
Page 31

leisure
0.93%

InterContinental Hotels: The
world’s largest hotel company
announced the signing of three
more Holiday Inn Express
hotels in Britain —Wigan,
Vauxhall, in London, and
Leigh rugby league club,
Greater Manchester.
No Saints: Steve Thomas, the
Luminar founder and former
chief executive, has retained
control of his new nightclub
business after acquiring its
seven clubs via a pre-pack
administration. Page 36
McDonalds/KFC: The burger
group and the parent company
of Yum Brands apologised to
customers after Chinese
regulators shut a local meat
supplier to the two companies
after a TV report showed
workers picking up meat from
a factory floor, as well as
mixing meat beyond its expiry
date with fresh meat.

media
0.60%

Time Warner: Jeff Bewkes, the
chief executive, could be paid
about $80million if 21st
Century Fox succeeds in its
ambition to take over the
entertainment conglomerate.
Other senior executives at the
group, which is “in play” after
it rebuffed an $80billion offer
from 21st Century Fox, the
entertainment group
controlled by Rupert Murdoch,
last month, could also be in
line for large payments.
BSkyB: The broadcaster
confirmed that it had bought a
70 per cent stake in Love
Productions, the company
behind The Great British Bake
Off and Benefits Street. Love
Productions was founded in
2004 by Richard McKerrow
and Anna Beattie, and has
offices in London, Bristol, New
York and Los Angeles. Page 37

natural resources
0.26%

Anglo American:Rising costs,
falling platinum prices and a
five-month strike have led the
miner to put some of its
historic South African mines
up for sale. The group, said
that Amplats, its platinum
operation, would sell its Union
and Rustenberg mines and exit
its Pandora joint venture with
Lonmin in the Brits region of
South Africa. The mines are
some of the company’s oldest
and deepest shafts, and among
the most expensive to operate.
The company said it was also
assessing its future options for
its Bokoni joint venture with
Atlatsa Resources but would
retain smelting and refining
operations in Rustenberg and
Union.

professional &
support services

0.64%

Shanks: Peter Dilnot, the chief
executive of the waste
management group, sought to
allay fears about trading after a
warning that tougher times in
its Dutch business would hit
first-half results. Mr Dilnot
said that, despite the “very
challenged situation” in the
company’s Benelux solid waste
unit, the steps being taken
should mean that full-year
numbers would still be
“broadly in line with
expectations”.Page 37
Burford Capital: The litigation
specialist is raising between
£50 million and £75 million in
a retail bond that will pay a
coupon, or rate of return, of
6.5 per cent. Tempus, page 40
Exova: The specialist in
laboratory testing, which came
to the market in April, has
made its first acquisition since
flotation, of an Indian
metallurgical services
company. Tempus, page 40
Babcock International: The
outsourcing specialist, which
gets much of its work from the
Ministry of Defence, issued a
positive trading update, the
first since the purchase of
Avincis, the helicopter
operator. The total order book

stands at £13.5 billion. Tempus,
page 40

retailing
0.22%

Tesco: Philip Clarke, the
outgoing boss, could walk
away with almost £10 million
after being sacked for presiding
over a disastrous decline in the
performance of Britain’s
biggest supermarket chain. Sir
Richard Broadbent, Tesco’s
chairman, said Mr Clarke was
dumped on the grounds that
the retailer needed a more
“lateral” thinker to lead it
through the rapid changes in
shopping patterns. He will be
replaced in October by Dave
Lewis, a Unilever executive
nicknamed “drastic Dave”, for
his uncompromising record in
cutting jobs at the household
products empire. The change
was announced with a profit
warning by Tesco. Page 29
Aldi: The death of Karl
Albrecht, the co-founder of
discount retailer, was
announced succinctly after the
funeral in line with the
controlling family’s culture of
brevity and secrecy. Together
with his younger brother Theo,
who died in 2010, aged 88, Mr
Albrecht built up the firm from
their mother’s corner shop into
an empire of 9,000 outlets
worldwide and a turnover of
more than €50 billion. Page 31

technology
0.33%

Allocate Software: The
provider of software that
allows NHS trusts and other
health providers to handle
staffing saw adjusted earnings
before interest, tax and one-
offs rise by 44 per cent to
£6.9 million in the year to the
end of May. revenue grew by
19 per cent. Tempus, page 40
Autonomy: Sushovan Hussain
a former chief financial officer
of the British software
company is seeking to block
Hewlett-Packard’s settlement
of three shareholder lawsuits
over its troubled purchase of
Autonomy saying HP officials
are wrongly absolved of an
$8.8 billion writedown.

telecoms
0.54%

Samsung: Production has been
indefinitely halted at a Chinese
supplier to the world’s biggest
smartphone maker after the
factory was suspected of using
child workers. Samsung said
that it had stopped doing
business with the Dongguan
Shinyang Electronics factory, a
wholly owned subsidiary of
South Korea’s Shinyang
Engineering, after an audit led
to evidence of child labour.
Vodafone: The mobile groups’
majority-owned Egyptian
division will invest about
£760billion over the next three
years to improve its network,
its recently appointed chief
executive said. It will finance
the plan from existing funds,
Vodafone Egypt, which is also
45-per cent owned by Telecom
Egyp, is the leading
communications player there.
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Credit Suisse is expected to
report its biggest loss since
the collapse of Lehman
Brothers when it publishes its
second-quarter results. The
loss is largely due to a
SwFR1.6billion charge linked
to a $2.6billion settlement
reached by the bank in May
after it admitted in the US to
having helped American
citizens to evade taxes.
On top of the US fine,

Credit Suisse is also expected
to a report a loss in its
investment banking division,

upping the pressure on the
company’s management to
say how it intends to turn
around its performance.
Pressure is growing on

Credit Suisse to cut costs in
the division and announce
large-scale redundancies.
The markets will also be

watching closely to see what
the latest figures say about
the performance of Credit
Suisse’s wealth management
business, which is regarded
as the main hope for the
bank’s future.

The day ahead

Graph of the day

Proportion of ex-smokers by country

Poland is to appeal over an EU ban on flavoured tobacco
products saying that it will be unfairly affected as one of the
region’s biggest users of menthol cigarettes
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Company Change

CVS A reassuring update 8.5%
RusPetro Bargain hunting 6.5%
Fresnillo Dearer Silver 1.6%
Tesco Anew chief executive 1.3%
Severn Trent “Defensive” shares in favour 0.9%
IAG Dearer oil -2.1%
Persimmon Nerves about the property market -2.3%
Barratt Developments Reaction to a Righmove survey -2.6%
Bellway Property asking prices fall -3.1%
Avanti Communications Jefferies downgrades -11.2%

The day’s biggest movers

Name Pre-tax figure

Profit (+) loss (-)

Dividend

Microgen (software) HY £3.4m (£4.5m) 1.1p p Aug 22
Michelmersh Brick (construction) HY £1.27m (-£340,000) 0p
Schroder Reit (property) FY £20.8m (-£10.7m) 2.74p f 3.52
Allocate Software (software) FY £2.9m (-£2.4m) 1.45p f 1.32p

6 Results in brief are given for all companies valued at more than £30 million. f = final p = payable

Results in brief
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Aldi’s secretive billionaire co-founder dies aged 94
He never took a bonus but became
Germany’s richest man.
The death of Karl Albrecht, 94, the

co-founderofAldi,wasannouncedyes-
terday by the discount retailer which
had withheld details until after the fu-
neral in line with the controlling
family’s culture of secrecy.
Together with his younger brother

Theo, who died in 2010 aged 88, Mr
Albrecht built up the firm from their
mother’s corner shop into an empire of
9,000outletsworldwide anda turnover
of more than €50 billion.
They returned from prisoner-of-war

camps after the Second World War to
find that the store was one of the few
remaining structures in Essen, a city
devastated by allied bombing, and
never looked back.
“They were the last postwar patri-

archs, the most singular, but also the
greatest of Germany’s company
founders,” said Frankfurter Allgemeine
Zeitung (FAZ) yesterday.
The brothers took over the family

company in 1948 and it became Aldi,
short for Albrecht Diskont, in 1961. An
alternative name “Billi”, short for the
German for “cheap”, was rejected de-
spite its apt description for the concept.
The brothers split the brand between

themdue to an argument overwhether
to sell cigarettes.When it was clear that
Aldi would grow overseas, they also
divided the world between them with
Karl’s Aldi Süd running stores in the
US, Britain, Ireland, Australia, Hunga-
ry and Switzerland.
In one misadventure, Aldi Süd in-

vested an estimated €800million in
Greece in2008butpulledout twoyears
later as the economy crashed.
Almost everywhere else, the brand

has been a huge success.
Aldi stores still commonly stock no

more than 2,000 products, compared
with 45,000 in other supermarkets.
They are usually stacked on wooden

pallets in cardboard boxes, all aimed at
keeping prices low. The Germans love
them, with three-quarters of the popu-
lation shopping regularly at an Aldi.
Handelsblatt business daily added

that, although the pair stepped back
from day-to-day management, their
ruthless culture continued to prevail.
“Their personal life contributed sig-

nificantly to the moral stability of the
company,” it wrote. “Both were the
embodiment of restraint and lived
modestly. They were brought up in the
old school on the principles thrift and
frugality.”
Karl Albrecht once said that “our on-

ly consideration when we are working

out a product’s price is how cheaply we
can sell it” and thrift was a motto they
lived by. There were no fast cars or
yachts but his love of golf led Karl to
have his own 18-hole course built in
1976 in the Black Forest region.
FAZ added that he died with “just a

couple of hundred thousand euros in
his private bank”.
“We mourn the death of our com-

pany founder, Karl Albrecht,” Aldi said
in a statement, adding that he died on
July 16. According to Forbes magazine
Karl Albrecht was Germany’s richest
man, and24th richest in theworld,with
an estimated net worth of $25.9 billion.
Obituary, page 46

David Charter Berlin

T
he shoe brand
favoured by those
who crave comfort
over style has
changed hands yet

again (Kathryn Hopkins
writes).
The rights to sell Scholl

Footwear outside the
Americas has been sold to
Aurelius, a German private
equity house, by Reckitt
Benckiser.
Yesterday’s deal is the

fourth investment this year
for Aurelius, which said
that it plans to develop the
brand by introducing
products and expanding in
new markets. The
transaction is expected to
close in the third quarter of
this year and is subject to
regulatory approvals.
Dirk Markus, the chief

executive of Aurelius, said:
“This is exactly the sort of
business that Aurelius
hopes to acquire. We seek
to partner with and invest
in businesses with
significant growth
potential, and in Scholl
Footwear we see this in
abundance.”
Reckitt Benckiser will

hold on to the footcare side
of the brand, which makes
blister plasters and
electronic foot files as well
as insoles and orthotics.
This is not the first time

Scholl has been sold. It was
founded in Chicago in 1906
byWilliamMathias Scholl,
a podiatrist who invented
and patented an arch
support. After his death in
the late 1960s, the brand was
snapped up by Schering-
Plough, whose parent

company was Merck & Co.
It was then sold to SSL
International in 1984, before
SSLwas acquired by Reckitt
in 2010.
Merck & Co had retained

the rights to Scholl
Footwear’s business in the
Americas. These will now go
to Bayer, the German
drugmaker, as part of its
$14billion purchase of
Merck & Co’s consumer
health business this year.
Scholl Footwear’s

products are predominantly
distributed through
pharmacies and medical
supply stores in Europe and
can be found in the general
shoe trade in Asia.
While the brand, which

generated revenues of
about €90 million last year,
is mostly known in western
and southern European
countries it is not on sale in
Germany, Aurelius’s home
market.
Tristan Nagler, managing

director of Aurelius UK,
said: “We are very pleased
to have established
ourselves in the UK market
following our recent move
into a new London office.
We are seeing an extremely
positive deal pipeline in this
market.”
Last month, Reckitt

Benckiser appointed two
new non-executive
directors: Jaspal Bindra,
currently chief executive of
Standard Chartered’s Asia
division, and Sue Shim, who
is chief marketing officer at
Samsung.
Earlier this year, it pulled

out of discussions to buy
Merck’s consumer health
business, only two days
after confirming it was in
talks with the American
pharmaceuticals group.
Shares in Reckitt

Benckiser closed down 20p,
or 0.4 per cent, at £50.15.

Aurelius finds
comfort in
Scholl shoes

COURTESY SCHOLL

Wealthy foreign students are bypassing
dingy halls of residence to rent the best
apartments in the capital, replacing
bankers as the dominant tenants in
London’s most exclusive neighbour-
hoods.
At 41 per cent, the new residents

represented the highest proportion of
new tenancy starts in Kensington,
Chelsea andWestminster in the past 12

months, according to research from
London Central Portfolio.
In contrast, there has been a drop in

new tenancy starts from financial
professionals, falling to 21 per cent over
the same period, the lowest figure on
the specialist residential property fund
manager’s records.
Bankers and hedge fund workers

used to be the mainstay of the central
London market, but this all changed
when the group were hit hard during
the financial crisis in 2008.

However, Naomi Heaton, the chief
executive of London Central Portfolio,
said that even as financial markets re-
cover, landlords are increasingly taking
on international student tenants.
While foreign students treat proper-

ties with the same care as corporate
tenants, thewealth underpinning them
is greater so they can often outbid
domestic professionals, according to
Ms Heaton. Some even offer a year’s
rent upfront as their parents are keen to
install their children in the best homes.

The students, who are attracted to
London by the calibre of its universities
including Imperial College, University
College and the London School of
Economics, on average paid £600 a
week for a flat, 7 per centmore than the
average market rent of £562. Average
rent for financial professionals was
£588 per week.
Increased demand from students,

who usually come to London on their
own, has resulted in themarket shifting
to smaller one-bedroomed flats, which

have achieved the highest level of
average weekly rents at £1.08 per
square foot.
“London has become a magnet to

these privately wealthy young adults,
who are looking for top quality accom-
modation to go with their top-drawer
education,” Ms Heaton added. “With
82 per cent of affluent Chinese families
currently planning to send their child-
ren to study overseas, this importance
of this sectors looks to be going from
strength to strength.”

Kathryn Hopkins
Property Correspondent

Foreign students outbid bankers for London’s luxury flats

Bank’s court
opens door to
women chiefs

The female chief executives of the tele-
coms company TalkTalk and the York-
shire-based power plant Drax are
among thenewappointees to the board
of the Bank of England, which was
heavily criticised forhaving insufficient
women in senior positions.
Thechancellor yesterday said thathe

had appointed Dido Harding of Talk-
Talk, Dorothy Thompson of Drax, and
DonRobert, the chairman of Experian,
as non-executive directors to serve on
the Bank’s court.
Tomorrow, Ms Harding faces Talk-

Talk shareholders unhappy about her
bonus package.
The threenewnon-executiveswill re-

placeLadyRice andSirRogerCarr,who
stepped down in June, and Lord Turner
of Ecchinswell, who departed last year.
TimFrost, who joined in 2012 and spent
the majority of his career with JP Mor-
gan before founding Cairn Capital, has
been reappointed for a further term.
They will sit under Anthony Hab-

good, the Whitbread chairman, who
was appointed chairman of the court in
March as part of a wider reshuffle of
Threadneedle Street.
George Osborne said: “I am delight-

ed to be able to announce the appoint-
ment ofDidoHarding,DonRobert and
Dorothy Thompson to the Bank of
England’s court. All three are highly
qualified and experienced people who
will strengthen and diversify the Bank’s
board.”
The court comprises Mark Carney,

the Bank’s governor, deputy governors
and nine non-executive directors. The
new non-executives will also form part
of the nine-personnon-executive over-
sight committee, recently set up to
oversee the Bank’s performance in
meeting its objectives. The court’s re-
sponsibilities also include determining
the Bank’s strategy, and it has been
criticised in thepast for being toodefer-
ential to officials.

Kathryn Hopkins
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Lawsuit hits
Barclays’
dark pool
trading hard

Barclays has suffered a collapse in its
dark pool trading system since being
served with a lawsuit by New York
authorities, according to figures re-
leased by a US regulator.
Trading on Barclays’ LX [Liquidity

Cross] share platform fell 66 per cent in
the week after Eric Schneiderman, the
New York attorney-general, said that
he was taking legal action over claims
that the bank misled investors about
the number of “predatory” high-
frequency traders using its system.
Theslumpmeans that frombeing the

second most actively used dark pool
weeks earlier, Barclays is now not even
among the top ten.
Figures published by the Financial

Industry Regulatory Authority show
that in the first week of June, LX proc-
essed about 285 million trades, second
only to Credit Suisse’s Crossfinder
platform.However, by the final week of
themonth the number of shares traded
on LX had fallen to 66.4million.
While Barclays has suffered the

most, no company appears to have
been immune.Merrill Lynch,Deutsche
Bank and Morgan Stanley recorded
drops ofmore than20per cent inweek-
ly volumes at the endof June compared
with the beginning of the month.
Most big investment banks run their

own dark pools that allow large fund
managers to trade anonymously
among themselves.
The platforms have also become

popular with high-frequency trading
firms, which have come under scrutiny
amid accusations they have been able
to trade before other customers.
Mr Schneiderman has alleged that

Barclays lied about thenumberof high-
frequency traders using LX, as well as
channelling most of the orders it
received through the platform.
The bank is also facing claims that it

sharedsensitive informationaboutcus-
tomers with high-frequency traders.
Barclays has yet to respond formally

to the New York legal action, however
Anthony Jenkins, its chief executive,
said in amemo to staff that the charges
“allege a grave failure to live up to our
values”.

Free pension advice service will
come at a price for financial firms

Under the new rules, retirees will be able to access their savings directly instead of being forced to buy an annuity

The Serious Fraud Office has begun a
criminal investigation into allegations
that traders at leading banks rigged the
$5 trillion-a-day foreign exchange
market for their own profit.
Britain’s fraud organisation will look

at claims that traders and other finan-
cial staff were involved in a cartel to
manipulate rates before a daily fixing
used by professionals ranging from
fund managers to corporate treasurers
to value their profits and portfolios.
The decision by David Green, the

director-general of the SFO, to launch
the inquiry is understood to have come
after evidence handed to the agency by
the Financial Conduct Authority.
An international group of regulators,

including theCitywatchdogand theUS
Department of Justice, are working
together on the investigation to avoid
the problems that beset the early stages

of the Libor inquiry when the SFO and
the DoJ wrangled over who had juris-
diction to prosecute. The SFO is due to
bring the first Libor trial to court next
yearwith further cases to follow in2016.
Six former Barclays employees charged
over their alleged involvement in rate
rigging appeared at Southwark Crown
Court yesterday to discuss the timing of
their trial.
As with Libor, the SFO is expected to

apply for so-called “blockbuster fund-
ing” to help finance a large investi-
gation into foreign exchange. About 60
SFO staff are working on Libor and it is
likely, given the size of the currency
market, that a similar number will be
needed for the new inquiry.
News of the investigation will raise

questions about the regulation of
banking, as it follows implementation
of reforms aimed at strengthening the
oversight of the City and preventing a
repeat of the Libor scandal.

Newcomplaints for themis-sale of pay-
ment protection policies fell by more
than 50 per cent in the past three
months, leading Britain’s financial om-
budsman to say theworst of the scandal
was probably behind the industry.
The Financial Ombudsman Service

(FOS)said that it had received 56,869
PPI complaints in April, May and June
compared with 132,152 in the same
period last year, a 57 per cent decline.
Complaints for the first quarter of the

year were 85,184 compared with
160,000 in 2013.
The FOS added that although PPI

complaints were down, it was seeing a
change in the nature of grievances. In
particular there was an increase in
more complex PPI cases and claims
against mortgage-linked PPI policies.
“The PPI cases we are now dealing

with involve policies sold in a wider

range of contexts where the outcome
isn’t quite soclear cut.And increasingly,
we are asked to step in at a later stage in
cases where the settlement, not the
mis-sale, is the point of dispute,” the
FOS said in a statement.
Banks have put aside more than

£22billion to compensate customers
who were mis-sold PPI policies. Lloyds
Banking Group has set up the largest
redress fund at just short of £10billion,
more thandouble the amount put aside
by any of the UK’s other big lenders.
Though FOS complaint levels have

fallen year-on-year they remain well

above their level in 2012 when 32,445
people approached the FOS in the
three months to June 30 to complain
about their PPI policy.
After PPI, current accounts are the

next most complained about financial
product with 3,552 complaints in the
most recent quarter, followed by mort-
gages and packaged bank accounts.
Theproportionof FOScases decided

in favour of the customer varies widely
by product. Just over 60 per cent of PPI
complaint decisions go against the
banks, compared with about a third of
current account complaints. The figure
drops even lower for products, such as
annuities and endowment savings
plans where less than 20 per cent of
decisionswent in thecustomers’ favour,
according to the latest FOS figures.
The ombudsman handles more than

two million enquiries from the British
public every year and deals on average
with about half a million disputes.

Foreign exchange traders
face criminal investigation

Sharp fall in PPI complaints prompts
ombudsman to claim the worst is over

City firms are to be hit with a new levy
to pay for a free financial advice service
for hundreds of thousands of people
who retire each year.
The Treasury announced plans to

push ahead with its radical proposal to
liberalise pensions, which would
include a new guidance service to be
handled by two state bodies, The
Pensions Advisory Service and the
Money Advice Service (MAS).
Insurers and other pension provid-

ers, as expected, have been excluded
from the service on the grounds that
they would not be trusted by the public
to give impartial advice.
The Treasury said that the new

service would be “funded by a levy on
regulated financial services firms”.
Banks, building societies, life assur-

ers, fund managers and independent
financial advisers will be targeted for
the new levy, the Financial Conduct
Authority said, but declined to give any
indication of its likely size.
City firms pay £446million in levies

each year to bankroll the FCA, the om-
budsman and the MAS. The smallest
firm pays a minimum of £1,000 while
the biggest financial services groups
pay about £15million.
Even with the extra new levy, the

minimum would remain at £1,000, the
FCA said.
Anyone who has built up a defined

contribution pension will qualify for
the service, which means theMASand
TPAS will have to cope with advising
300,000 people a year initially, with
numbers rising as auto-enrolment
kicks in. MAS is expected to subcon-
tract some of the work to other organi-
sations such as Citizens Advice.
Critics questioned the capacity and

ability of the organisations to gear up in
such a short time.
Mark Wood, the chief executive of

JLT, the employee benefits consultant,
said the levy was likely to be steep in
order to fund a huge training exercise
byMASandTPAStomeet thedemand.
There were also concerns that the

guidance would be too superficial.
MAS’s business model assumes
phone-based advice will take between
20 and 25 minutes, while face-to-face
sessions will be between 45 and 60
minutes.

The Treasury also announced that
members of private sector defined-
benefit schemes would be allowed to
take advantage of the new freedoms,
either by transferring to a defined-
contribution scheme, or by accessing

their savings directly. However, new
safeguards would be introduced in-
cluding the requirement for a defined-
benefit scheme member to take
independent financial advice from an
FCA-authorised firm. Defined-benefit
members are in most cases better off
staying put.
The need for safeguards was under-

lined as the FCA published a study
yesterday showing that a third of
people persuaded to transfer out of
so-called “gold standard” final salary
schemes were given unsuitable advice.
The regulator said that it planned to

followup its concernswith theadvisory
firms responsible to order them to
contact their customers and offer com-
pensation where appropriate.
Clive Adamson, the FCA’s director of

supervision, said: “It is disappointing
that our review saw failings in the
advice given, particularly when incen-
tives have been provided to consumers
to transfer.”
The FCAhas also uncovered failings

by operators of SIPPs — self-invested

personal pensions which are taken out
by better off people and the self-
employed. It is writing to the chief
executives of SIPPfirms ordering them
to take action to address failings, for
example in assessing high risk or non-
standard investments.
The Treasury is expected to pave the

way for more innovative products as
consumers shun annuities. Tom
McPhail, the head of pensions research
at Hargreaves Lansdown, said that the
FCA faced “a huge job” in policing the
new products and the sales processes
around them.
“Without this regulatory scrutiny,

these pensions freedoms could be
nothing more than a mis-selling
charter,” he added.
The City was wrongfooted in March

whenthechancellor firstannouncedthe
pension reforms, with the shares of
specialist annuity providers, including
Partnership Assurance and Just Retire-
ment, hammered.
Other more broadly based insurance

groups have fared better.

Patrick Hosking Financial Editor
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Time Warner
chief awaits
$79m payout
after takeover
Deirdre Hipwell

The chief executive of Time Warner
could be paid tens of millions of dollars
if 21st Century Fox succeeds in its
ambition to take over the entertain-
ment conglomerate.
Jeff Bewkes could earn more than

$79million if there is a “change of
control” at the company behind the
HBO subscription channel as his
equity awards and other stock options
would immediately vest.
Other senior executives at Time

Warner, which is “in play” after it
rebuffed an $80billion offer from 21st
Century Fox, the entertainment group
controlled by Rupert Murdoch, last
month, could also be in line for large
payments.
John Martin Jr, who heads Turner

Broadcasting, which owns channels
including CNNand Cartoon Network,
could receive about $26million, while
PaulCappuccio,TimeWarner’sgeneral
counsel, could takehomeabout$17mil-
lion. There could also potentially be a
payment of $4.7 million for Gary Gins-
berg, the chief of communications, and
more than $9million forOlafOlafsson,
theheadof international and corporate
strategy at the group that owns HBO.
The potential payments were re-

vealed in Time Warner’s most recent
proxy filing in June and the calcula-
tions were based on its share price in
December. However, Time Warner’s
stock price has since risen more than
30per cent andhas been climbing since
news of 21st Century Fox’s interest in
the group became public.
A takeover of TimeWarnerwould be

one of the biggest media deals in
history. If 21st Century Fox succeeds, it
would create a film and television giant
with annual revenues of about $60bil-
lion and the rights to content such as
Game of Thrones andThe Simpsons and
Major League Baseball.
Speculation is mounting that 21st

Century Fox will come back with a
higher offer after its initial proposal of
$32.42 in cash and 1.531 non-voting 21st
Century Fox shares was rejected. The
group may have to increase the cash
element, and 21st Century Fox is
understood to be considering using
proceeds raised from the sale of its
stakes in Sky Italia and Sky Deutsch-
land to help fund any potential bid.
Sources close to Time Warner say

that the company is not for sale.
Shares in Time Warner reached

$87.54, up 0.4 per cent, during trading
yesterday. 21st Century Fox’s shares
were almost unchanged at $33.

Louise Cooper

Has the Spanish housing market
finally found a floor? After
nearly seven years of

collapsing property prices damaging
the banks and the economy, there are
finally signs of stabilisation. The
national statistical agency, the INE,
has reported an improvement in
pricing and an increase to the number
of houses bought and sold.
In May, the number of housing

transactions increased 5.4 per cent
from last year’s level, the third
consecutive monthly rise after a
5.9per cent rise in April and up
22.8per cent in March. In the first
quarter house prices fell, but were
down only 1.6per cent from the
previous year and down only 0.3 per

cent from the fourth quarter of 2013.
House prices may have bottomed out.
However, there are still worrying

trends. Friday’s second-quarter results
from Cemex, the giant cement maker,
showed cement prices in Spain down
12 per cent. OECD data suggests that
housing affordability is still a problem
in Spain. Spanish banks are still much
tougher in lending — mortgage
approvals and lending for May are
released on Friday. Empty and half-
built houses still litter the country.
The slump in construction has

done great damage to GDP. Any
stabilisation or even growth from
here would be a big plus. Of course, if
you fancy a holiday home in Spain,
now may be the time to start looking.

Spain smoothes out seven-year pitch

The UK may not
rank as a footballing
power, but in some
things we do beat
the Germans.

The British Council’s latest report
on soft power, As Others See Us,
shows the UK as one of the most
attractive countries in the world
among educated young foreigners.
After America, Britain ranks joint

second with Australia, ahead of
France and Italy and with almost
double the score of Germany (not a
7-1 triumph but possibly a 4-2 win).
However, if the UK is so appealing to
outsiders, why are we so poor at using
that allure to convince them to buy
our goods? Why doesn’t this
attractiveness benefit our exports?
The UK’s soft power comes from its

culture and history, museums, castles,
theatres, etc. London is also a big
attraction as is the countryside. The
language and people score highly, but,
as with any research questionnaire,
there are inconsistencies.
So British people are both an asset

— “polite with good manners” — but
also a liability — “drink too much
alcohol”. Shakespeare is chosen to
represent the UK’s contemporary arts
and culture, but he died almost 400
years ago. Weather and food score
poorly, which is unfair but then
perception is not the same as reality.
Despite this attractiveness, the UK

is a poor exporter. According to the
International Trade Centre, the
largest exporters of goods for 2013
were: China $2.2 trillion, US
$1.6 trillion, Germany $1.5 trillion,
Japan $715 billion, Netherlands
$664billion, France $567 billion,
Korea $560 billion and then the UK
exporting $550 billion.
The Netherlands has a population

of 17 million compared with the UK’s
65 million and yet exports about
20per cent more goods. France has a
smaller population and an
uncompetitive economy and yet still
exports more. Germany has a larger
population of 80 million but it exports
are almost three times those of the
UK. Britain has run a trade deficit,
importing more than exporting, every
year since 1998. It was back in the
early 1980s that the UK ran a sizeable
trade surplus consistently.
Britain’s trade relationship,

specifically with the new great
superpower, China, is also poor.
China is already the second most

important external trading partner of
the EU after the United States and is
catching up fast. ITC data shows
Germany exported $89billion of
goods to China, five times that of the
UK’s $18billion, and France exported
$20billion, 20 per cent more.
So why is the UK trailing behind?

Historically we are a nation of
traders. Merchants sent ships to all
corners of the globe from Sir Francis
Drake’s piracy of Spanish gold to the
tea clippers sent to China. At its
height, the British Empire, which
originated from trade, included a
quarter of the world’s population. It’s
one of the reasons for the dominance

of the City as it developed alongside
international deals. And English is
still the main language of business.
So what has gone wrong? I think it

is our strengths that make us weak.
Because everyone speaks our
language, has visited London as a
tourist or has learnt Shakespeare at
school, we assume, incorrectly, that
they do business our way. It is
superficially easy to communicate but
easy to miss the fundamental
subtleties of other cultures.
Various successful exporters I have

spoken to agree. Ashley Brough is
commercial director and joint
founder of JBMI group, a specialist

aluminium alloy manufacturer that
exports about 80 per cent of its
production. “One of the key drivers to
export success is understanding
cultural nuances and differences in
negotiating. I’ve learnt the hard way
from deals going wrong and having to
work out why,” he says.
I am told by another successful

British high-tech exporter that in
Korea, for example, the top man will
generally require a token price cut
just before signing the final contract.
It is to show to his colleagues that he
can get a better deal than anyone else.
As a British exporter, it is imperative
to leave a bit of room in pricing and
agree the final cut with a smile.
Mr Brough tells me the Japanese

will use time as a negotiating tactic to
force suppliers into discounts. While
the Swedish, after a deal is signed, like
to go out drinking and sing Swedish
folk songs (or at least some of them
do).
There has been a backlash against

suggesting there are national
stereotypes in our multicultural
society. But in reality there are
fundamental differences in the ways
that different cultures do business
and we ignore that at our peril.
In the past, at the point of a gun,

cannon or sword, other nationalities
had to do business our way. This is
self-evidently no longer the case.
The government helps British

business to export with trade finance
and insurance. Prince Andrew has
spent years travelling the world first
class as a special trade envoy.
May I suggest a more useful and

cost effective alternative? The
government should ensure that
British business bosses are taught
how to deal successfully in various
countries. What all successful
exporters have told me is that they
have learnt the hard way, with some
help from local agents, but with little
guidance from back home. If we want
to increase exports then that must
change.
The rules of football were first

created in 1863 in London according
to Fifa. The British gave the game to
the world and now the world beats us.
The same has happened to trade. But
while we still win at soft power, we
need to use that
attractiveness to
reverse the decline,
rather than to
accelerate it.

‘‘

’’

We cannot rely on charm and history
if we want to export our way to recovery

Shakepeare, The Merry Wives of Windsor and all, helps to make Britain loveable

MARK ELLIDGE / GLOBE THEATRE
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The task is simple
— all he has to do
is reinvent Tesco

Every little hurts

2 0 1 1

March 2011
Philip Clarke, who
started as a “Saturday
boy” at Tesco aged 15,
appointed as chief
executive, succeeding
Sir Terry
Leahy

April 2011
Clarke buys 80% of
Blinkbox, launches
the “marketplace”
allowing third party
sellers to trade on
Tesco’s website

April 2012
Turnaround plan
revealed, vows to double
click and collect service.
Shares fall 5%

£11bn

£70.9bnAnnual sales

3,378Number of UK
supermarkets

30.7% Tesco’s UK market
share when Philip Clarke became
chief executive

28.9% Tesco’s UK market
share today

310,000 employees in
Britain

11 Number of overseas
businesses

City applauds Clarke’s
exit, but new chief will
have his work cut out,
Richard Fletcher and
Andrew Clarkwrite

O
ne of the City’s most
prolific companydirectors,
Sir Nigel Rudd, was always
clear about a chairman’s
loyalty to his chief execu-

tive. “I’ll back you until I can back you
no more, then I’ll sack you immediate-
ly,” he once said, outlining a golden rule
for British boardrooms.
SirRichardBroadbent, the chairman

ofTesco, seems tohave takennote. Last
week the urbane former investment
banker and civil servant refused to give
even the slightest hint of unease with
his chief executive.
Over tea last Tuesday in the bar of

the discreet Walbrook club in the City
of London, Sir Richard pledged his un-
equivocal support for his chief execu-
tive andhis turnaroundplan.Yetwithin
days he had sacked Philip Clarke.
In a terse statement, Tesco said itwas

“deeply grateful” forMrClarke’s contri-
bution but that his time was up. The
decision was so sudden the company
has had to cancel a party planned for
tonight to markMr Clarke’s 40th anni-

versary as an employee of the super-
market chain, which he joined as a
schoolboy shelf-stacker in Liverpool.
Sir Richard showered the company’s

outgoing bosswith praise, insisting that
“Philip’s had a great three years — he’s
achieved a huge amount. But this is a
boarddoing its job—managing leader-
ship and managing talent”.
In the City, the reaction was positive.

David McCarthy, head of retail re-
search atHSBC, said: “Wegive credit to
the Tesco board for making a decisive
and tough decision in bringing in a new
chief executive. The current strategy
has been failing and investor confi-
dence in management had fallen.”
The bald figures tell a story of woe

under Mr Clarke’s leadership. In the
year to February 2011, when Sir Terry
Leahy, his predecessor, stood down,
Tescomade sales of £67 billion andpre-
tax profits of £3.6 billion. Three years
on and sales have risen to £70.9 billion
but profits have slumped to £2.2 billion,
indicating a fall in margins.
It would be unfair to pin everything

on one person. Neil Saunders, a retail
expert at Conlumino, said: “He inherit-
ed a company that was operating in an
unsustainable way. Tesco was making
profits that relied onmaking no invest-
ment in the business at all. Phil Clarke
inherited a very problematic US busi-
ness and run-down stores in the UK.”
Founded on a market stall in 1919 in

London’s East End, Tesco has prided

itself on its fresh fruit and vegetables,
easy-to-navigate stores and vast range
of merchandise. But its dominance has
beenunder threat since theglobal finan-
cial crisis. In2008, cash-strappedhouse-
holds cut back on their shopping. That
parsimony has become permanent and
has coincided with the growth of Ger-
man discounters such as Aldi and Lidl.
Meanwhile, home deliveries began to
take off, further eroding the appeal of
Tesco’s vast estate of costly superstores.
Mr Clarke’s response was to trim

prices and to add “frills” to try to make
his supermarkets a fun family outing:
Giraffe restaurants and Harris+Hoole
coffee shops have begun appearing at
Tesco stores, but some argue he should
have declared an all-out price war.
“Tesco’s trading strategy has, to our

minds, contributed to the woes of the
company and the pain of a weak share
price faced by shareholders,” said Clive
Black, a retail analyst at Shore Capital.
“Tesco has not had a pricing file that is
competitiveenoughin itshomemarket.”
The new manager tasked with im-

provingTesco’s fortuneshails fromout-
side the retail world. However, Dave
Lewis knows Tesco well: he was, until
recently, in charge of negotiating the
supply to Tesco of Unilever products,
which range from Bovril and Marmite
to Magnum ice creams, Lynx body
sprayandVaseline.HehasbeenonTes-
co’s radar for a long time— insiders re-
veal that Sir Terry Leahy tried to hire

him to work at Tesco some years ago.
“It is a good appointment — he’s good
withpeople,” said a former seniorTesco
director, who knows Mr Lewis well.
“Expect to see more innovation and
simpler marketing.”
The task ahead is no less than rein-

venting Tesco’s brand. The Unilever
man will need to decide what Tesco
stands for in a grocerymarket that is ev-
er more segmented: shoppers know
what they’re getting from Iceland,
Marks & Spencer or Aldi— but do they
know what Tesco stands for.
It will be daunting. One of the criti-

cisms of Mr Clarke is he has a reputa-
tion as a bruiser and lacks charisma.
Under pressure, he has a tendency to
speak in meaningless tautologies —
asked recently if he had any regrets, he
said: “Hindsight’s awonderful thing. It’s
never really there when you need it.”
Stephen Springham, an expert at

Planet Retail, said that personal pres-
ence isvital ina jobashighprofileasrun-
ningTesco:“Youcan’t justhaveasmooth
talker running Tesco. You need a hard
hitter who can work the City very well.”
It will not be easy to re-engineer Tes-

co’s image and strategywhile the super-
market chain’s profit and market share
plunges. Mr Springham added: “Tesco
are trying to conduct open heart sur-
gerywhile volumes are declining. Iwish
DaveLewiswell, but I fear for theworst.”

A fast-moving hawk
Profile Dave Lewis

T
he new chief executive of
Tesco is well used to tricky
situations. Dave Lewis
earned the nickname
“drastic Dave” at Unilever,

where he cut costs at its British
business with a fervour that
colleagues say speaks of a fiercely
competitive, marathon-running
executive with a steely core (write
Marcus Leroux and Dominic
Walsh).
His track record, according to

former colleagues, stands him in
good stead to meet the challenges
faced by the supermarket chain.
He joined Lever Brothers in 1987

and led the team that launched
Dove in Britain, before leaving for a
series of international roles in 1996,
including arriving in Indonesia in
the aftermath of the Asian financial
crisis in the late 1990s.
When he returned to the top job

in Britain he spoke of restructuring
“from scratch”, saying in 2009 that
the company was “too expensive”,
“not respected” by customers and
referred to by its staff in the third
person — “they” instead of “we”.
At the company’s British HQ he

crafted a table-thumping mission
statement: “We are Unilever and
we win because we care” —stirring
stuff for a maker of low-fat spreads
and soaps.
His efforts at the helm of its

British business earned him
promotion to health and personal
care across the Anglo-Dutch group.
But it was quite clear to friends and
colleagues that his ambition
remained undimmed.
One former colleague suggested

that, having worked his whole
career at Unilever, his move to
Tesco might equip him for a tilt at
the top job at his old employer.

Business Grocer wields the axe

Five key challenges facing the new boss

It will be a summer of
cogitation for Dave
Lewis, the new boss of
Tesco. The man given
the task of reviving the
fortunes of Britain’s
biggest supermarket
chain doesn’t take up
his post until October. In
the meantime, his in-
tray will be filling up.
Here are a few of the
challenges facing
“drastic Dave”:
1 Squaring up to the
discounters Cut-price
competition from Aldi
and Lidl is the biggest
threat facing Tesco’s
bottom line. Philip
Clarke, Tesco’s outgoing
boss, has made selected
price cuts on basic
items, such as bacon,
bread and broccoli, to
stay competitive.
Deeper discounts would
hit profits in the short-
term. But they could be
worth it: experts argue
that instead of leading
the market on price,
Tesco has appeared
curmudgeonly and
reactive.
2 Reconsider total
global domination
Tesco proudly considers
itself to be one of
Britain’s most successful
multinationals. It runs
supermarkets in 12

countries, serving a
million customers a
week. But the
company’s foreign
crusades have a patchy
success rate. Under Mr
Clarke, Tesco’s
embryonic chain in the
US was axed and, more
recently, stores in China
were hived off into a
joint venture with a
local operator. But
Turkey, Poland and
South Korea have also
proved tough. Tesco’s
new boss needs to take
a clear-headed, view on
where the chain should,
and should not, be
trading.
3 Reinvent the
superstores At the
heart of Tesco’s
difficulties are the
company’s 247 Tesco
Extra out-of-town
superstores. Under Sir
Terry Leahy’s ambitious
leadership, the
company aimed to
break ground near
every sizeable town in
the nation. But many
shoppers now have
groceries delivered,
while others spread
their spending more
promiscuously. Tesco
has been adding
restaurants and coffee
shops to its superstores.

But is it time to be
brutal and begin
shutting down less
profitable sites?
4 Halt talent exodus
The revolving doors
have been spinning at
Tesco’s Cheshunt
headquarters. The
chain’s UKboss, Richard
Brasher, was an early
casualty under Philip
Clarke’s leadership.
Then Laurie McIlwee,
the finance director,
resigned in April. Tesco
made several senior
appointments last
month, including a chief
customer officer and a
chief creative officer.
But the company sorely
needs some stability in
its executive team.
5 Show leadership
Tesco’s outgoing boss
was disliked in the City
from the word go. While
big on bluster, he was
short on charisma and
had aJohn Prescott-like
tendency to mangle his
sentences, baffling
onlookers with delphic
utterances such as:
“Hindsight is a
wonderful thing, it’s
never really there when
you need it.” Being head
of Tesco is a huge job —
it requires a big
personality.



the times | Tuesday July 22 2014 FGM 35

Business

440p

420

400

380

360

340

320

300

280

2 0 1 2 2 0 1 3 2 0 1 4

Jan 2012
Tesco issues first profit
warning in 20 years, slows
expansion and admits
under- investment in UK

Dec 2012
Clarke launches strategic review
of 185 Fresh & Easy stores in
America, leading to £1.2bn write
down. US boss Tim Mason departs

Jan 2013
Horsemeat
scandal erupts.
Tesco takes out
full-page
newspaper
advertisements to
apologise and
withdraws 26
product lines

Feb 2014
Enters price war
with £200m cuts.
Also forced to
admit it has
dropped a key profit
target, weakening
finance director
Laurie McIlwee

April 2014
McIlwee, last
surviving member
of the Leahy era
announces his
resignation in
acrimonious
circumstances

June 2014
Tesco reveals
worst sales
performance in
40 years and the
third consecutive
quarter of
decline

July 2014
Clarke quits amid
profit warning to
be replaced by
Dave Lewis, a
former executive
at Unilever

20years

40years

Old friendship pays off

A peripatetic Frenchman
with a reputation for
ruthlessness, Patrick
Cescau, a former boss of
Unilever, has emerged as
a key player in Tesco’s
boardroom who forced
the issue on a change in
leadership (Andrew Clark
writes).

As Tesco’s senior non-
executive director, Mr
Cescau has been the
go-to person in recent
months for disgruntled
shareholders who were
fed up both with Philip
Clarke as chief executive
and with the stubborn
loyalty shown to him by
Sir Richard Broadbent,
the chairman.

Insiders say that
Mr Cescau, 65, has
been championing
the candidature of
Tesco’s new boss,
Dave Lewis, for
months. The pair
worked together at
Unilever, where Mr
Cescau was
group chief
executive

between 2005 and 2008.
A graduate of Insead,

the elite French business
school, Mr Cescau is a
lifelong brands man:
early in his career, he ran
LiptonTea in the US. At
Unilever, he presided
over more than 20,000
job cuts in a vigorous
shake-out of the
lumbering consumer
products empire.

Now a serial director,
he sits on the board of
InterContinental Hotels
and of British Airways’
parent company,
International Airlines
Group, as well as Tesco.

When asked, once,
about the right time
for a senior
executive to step
down, he
declared: “It is better

to go when
everyone
wants you to
stay than
when
everyone
wants you to
go.”

Grocer wields the axe Business

who soft-soaped the public with Dove
“Dave is clearly ready for the step
up to chief executive. Paul Polman
is not going anywhere any time
soon, so it’s a case of a bird in the
hand. Mind you, when Paul does
step down in three or four years’
time, a successful turnaround of
Tesco would make Dave a
compelling candidate.”
He has access to a better view of

Tesco than most. For starters, the
chain is Unilever’s biggest customer
in Britain. Patrick Cescau, his
former boss at Unilever, is on the
Tesco board, and Mr Lewis is a
director of BSkyB with Andrew
Higginson, one of a generation of
Leahy-era Tesco executives who left
under Philip Clarke’s tenure.
Paul Walsh, a non-executive

director at Unilever, chairman of
Compass Group and former chief
executive of Diageo, said that he
believed Tesco had found the right

person. “My experience is that
Dave is a very polished executive,
who will do a great job at Tesco. If
Tesco are looking for some fresh
thinking, then they’ve picked the
right man,” he said.
Question marks about his lack of

retailing experience are also
dismissed. “Sure, he’s never been a
retailer but as a major supplier he
knows what good retailing looks
like,” one associate said. “The retail
world is littered with retailers who
aren’t quite cutting it, so why not
pick a top FMCG guy like Dave?”
Another ex-colleague also played

down the limitations of his
background. “He’s a very good
marketeer but also a pragmatic
one. He’s creative while at the same
time being commercially savvy.”
“During his time at Unilever he

has on occasion been put in charge
of difficult categories, but he’s not

just a Mr Fixit or a crash and burn
merchant who simply slashes costs
for a short-term fix. He knows how
to build a sustainable recovery,
which is what Tesco needs.”
Despite his competitive bent, the

sports-mad 49-year-old is regarded
as a team-builder. “He’s very
collegiate in style,” a friend says.
“He knows how to build a team and
is good at hiring the right people,
though when a tough call needs to
be made, he’s not slow in acting.”
Earlier international experience

may have also impressed Sir
Richard Broadbent, Tesco’s
chairman. Perhaps just as telling —
and worrying for senior executives
— will be his experience of working
at Unilever as it was scaled back
and refocused through successive
bosses. “We cut 40 per cent of our
costs in 12 months,” he said
subsequently.
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Harry Wilson City Editor

RBS pays £900,000 fine for Australian rate-rigging
Australian regulators have fined Royal
Bankof Scotlandnearly £900,000after
thebankadmitted its role inattempts to
manipulate the country’s equivalent of
the Libor benchmark borrowing rate.
The taxpayer-backed lender agreed

to make a “voluntary contribution” to
financial literacy projects in Australia
after investigators found evidence that
RBS had made submissions to the
Australian bank bill swap rate (BBSW)
with the intentionofmoving it in favour
of its own trading positions.
The fine is the third for RBS over rate

manipulation after the bank paid

£390million to settle with the UK and
US authorities last February and a fur-
ther£324million to reachadealwith the
European Commission in December.
The Australian Securities & Invest-

mentsCommission (Asic) saidRBShad
co-operated fully with its investigation
of the now abandoned BBSW setting
process, which was automated in Sep-
tember largely in response to the evi-
dence of rate manipulation uncovered
at major banks.
As well as RBS, UBS and BNP Pari-

bas have each settled with the Austra-
lian authorities, paying £550,000 in
penalties in January.
In a statement Asic said: “Following

Asic inquiries, RBS reported to Asic
that it had found evidence of conduct
seeking to influence its BBSW submis-
sions, based on how the submissions
maybenefitRBS’s derivatives positions.
RBS has withdrawn from the BBSW
submissions panel on 30 April 2012.”
Banks have paid billions of pounds in

fines since June 2012 when Barclays
became the first lender to admit its
involvement in attempts tomanipulate
borrowing rates. Barclays’ admission
led to the departure of many of its
senior managers, including Bob Dia-
mond, the chief executive, and Marcus
Agius, the chairman.
Regulators uncovered a widespread

conspiracy to rigglobalborrowing rates
so that traders could enhance profits or
minimise losses by moving benchmark
rates fractionally up or down in a range
of different currencies.
Investigations are underway in

major economies across the world into
the extent of the rigging with more
fines and potential criminal trials
expected.
Lloyds Banking Group is understood

to be close to reaching its own settle-
ment over involvement in the scandal
with a deal expected to be closedwithin
a matter of weeks. If Lloyds were to
settle it would leave HSBC as the only
major British bank linked to the Libor
investigations yet to reacha settlement.
As well as regulatory action, the

admission that banks tried and often
succeeded to move rates has led to a
flurry of lawsuits from investors and
customers who have complained they
lost money through the manipulation.

InApril, Barclays paid about £40mil-
lion to settle a case brought by Guardi-
an Care Homes, the care home opera-
tor, thatwas described as Britain’s Libor
“test case”. The bank settled with the
Wolverhampton-based company only
weeks before the opening of a trial over
the alleged mis-sale of millions of
pounds of interest rate hedging
products thatwouldhave led to current
and former executives of the company,
includingMr Diamond, being called to
give evidence.
The Libor scandal has resulted in a

complete overhaul of rate-setting
processes and the appointment of a
new administrator to oversee the
process, which was previously oversee
by the British Bankers’ Association, the
lobby group of the UK banking indus-
try. In addition, George Osborne out-
lined last month plans to introduce a
new crime of attempting tomanipulate
a financial benchmark.

The new boss of Carpetright
pulled into the executive car
parking space at its Purfleet
headquarters yesterday.
Wilf Walsh, the new man in

charge, will have to get used to
working under a founding
chairman, in Lord Harris of
Peckham, who appears reluctant
to leave the building.
Lord Harris was supposed to

step down in September after a
56-year stint selling carpets but
changed his mind last month,
saying that he would stay on until

a new chairman was found and
that he could hang around on the
board afterwards.
The pair at least have common

ground.
As a former managing director

of Coral UK, Mr Walsh is a
follower of the turf, while Lord
Harris has a keen interest in
show-jumping — he bought one
of the horses that won gold for
Team GB at the 2012 Olympics.
As an executive of Racing For

Change, the trade body, he also
gave his support to John
McCririck, the betting pundit
controversially sacked by
Channel 4.
“Which plonker decided we

shouldn’t see John McCririck
every Saturday? Whoever made
the decision should be taken into
a car park and shot,” he said.
Such candour will surely help

sell carpets.

CITY PEOPLE
The feuds, the faces and the farcical
Marcus Leroux@marcusleroux

Business big shot

name
wilf walsh
age 52
position chief
executive,
carpetright

luminar founder steps back
on to the dance floor
The music is still playing — just —
for Luminar’s founder, Steve
Thomas. Since quitting Britain’s
biggest nightclub operator four
years ago, the once undisputed
king of disco has been trying to
build a new business called No
Saints with Mike Balfour, the
co-founder of Fitness First . He
opened or acquired 14 clubs under
such brands as Jam House and
Wonderland, but over the past
year or so life has become tricky,
and after a spate of closures it had
shrunk to seven venues. As of this
month, No Saints is no more, after
the appointment of administrators.
However, all is not lost. Under the
aegis of Exeat Leisure, a new
company, he has bought back the
remaining seven venues for
£1.73million — a snip compared
with the millions pumped into
No Saints.

@time4arethinksimon
Things have moved on
in the five months
since Simon Calver,
right, threw in the
baby towel at
Mothercare — the
mother-and-baby
products retailer is

fending off a predatory takeover
from an American rival. Now
Calver, too, is moving on. He is
the chairman of Moo.com, an
online photo-printing business,
which tallies with his online
experience in leading LoveFilm.
But perhaps he ought to update
one part of his online life:
his presence on Twitter is
through the somewhat
incongruous user name of
@simonformums.

menezes’s cocktail challenge
A surprise change of venue for
Diageo’s full-year results
presentation in London at the
end of this month. Instead of
using its West End outpost in
St James’s Square, the invitation is
to an address in Fitzroy Square.
Has St James’s Square fallen
victim to the cost-cutting
imposed by Ivan Menezes,

the newish boss? Not so.
Diageo is holding its
annual worldwide
cocktail contest
at the venue. It
would be unkind
of us to suggest
that Mr Menezes
must want to have
a stiff drink close
at hand.
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B
SkyB has
confirmed
that it has
bought a
70 per cent

stake in Love
Productions, the
company behind The
Great British Bake
Off, above, and
Benefits Street.
Love Productions

was founded in 2004
by Richard McKerrow
and Anna Beattie, and
now has offices in
London, Bristol, New
York and Los Angeles.
It is also responsible
for The Great British
Sewing Bee, Famous,
Rich and Homeless
andMake Bradford
British among others.
As part of the deal,

Mr McKerrow and Ms
Beattie will continue
to run the company
with the current
senior management
team. The move by

BSkyB is part of a
wider drive to make
and distribute more
programmes around
the world.
Sophie Turner

Laing, the managing
director of content at
Sky, said: “This is a
significant step for our
growing international
content business. Love
is one of the UK’s most
innovative and
creative independent
producers.”
Shares in BSkyB fell

1.5 per cent to close at
904p.

BSkyB in
Love with
Bake Off

DES WILLIE / BBC / LOVE PRODUCTIONS

Dutch headwinds
make it tougher
going for Shanks
Thechief executiveofShanks sought to
allay fears over trading after the waste
management group warned that
tougher headwinds in its Dutch busi-
ness would hit first half results.
Peter Dilnot, who took the helm two

years ago, said that, despite the “very
challenged situation” in the company’s
Benelux solidwasteunit,which collects
and disposes of demolition and indus-
trial waste, the steps being taken should
mean that full-yearnumberswould still
be “broadly in line with expectations”.
The former Army helicopter pilot

blamed the “increased challenges” in
the unit on the “further deterioration”
in the Dutch construction market,
where activity had fallen for the fourth
year in a row to a 60-year low.
Analysts pointed to competitive

pricing pressures from the market
leader, Van Gansewinkel, which is
private equity backed and has a turn-
over of €1billion.
MrDilnot said it would be “toomuch

to point it at one company”, although
he highlighted that its heavily indebted
rivalwas a “stressed company” that had
been forced to ask its banks for a

covenant extension. However, he in-
sisted that, given the state of the Dutch
construction market, it was “not a sur-
prise that there are headwinds”, adding
that Shanks was winningmarket share.
Although interim results would be

hit, Mr Dilnot said that the full-year
would be in line thanks to actions it was
taking in the Netherlands, its continu-
ing cost cutting programme and the
“back-end loaded” impact of the com-
pletion of a plant maintenance project
in its hazardous waste division.
He said that Shanks also continued

to benefit from the decision last year to
make a “strategic withdrawal” from the
solid waste market in Britain by selling
its “sub scale and loss-making” busi-
ness to Biffa.
Its focus in Britain was now exclu-

sively on the municipal market, hand-
ling waste treatment for five local
authorities, the biggest of which is their
East London division.
Its contracts include Dumfries and

Galloway and Argyll and Bute, al-
though Mr Dilnot played down the
issue of Scottish independence. “We’ve
looked at it carefully and concluded it
would have a minimal impact.”
Shanks said that its UK municipal

division had performed in line with
expectations in the first quarter while
its £200 million construction projects
for newwaste treatment plants for local
authorities in Wakefield, Doncaster
and Rotherham were “on time and on
budget”.
MrDilnot, who is hopeful its organic

waste division will secure two long-
term contracts it is bidding for in Cana-
da, said: “We have four divisions and
three and a half are doing great.”
The market appeared to share his

sanguine assessment of the Dutch
market, as the shares closed down only
½p at 106¾p after earlier falling to
101¾p.
However, John Lawson, an analyst at

Investec, the house broker, took amore
cautious approach, cutting his full-year
forecast for pre-tax profits by 10 per
cent to £27 million to reflect the Dutch
headwinds and strengthening sterling.

Dominic Walsh

Autonomy
executive tries
to block HP
settlement

An attempt by Hewlett-Packard to
settle with its shareholders after its
disastrous purchase of Autonomy in
2011 has hit a hurdle after a former
senior executive of Mike Lynch’s
software company moved to block the
agreement.
Lawyers for Sushovan Hussain, the

former chief financial officer of Auto-
nomy, applied to intervene in HP’s
court case yesterday, alleging the agree-
ment with shareholders would “shield
from adversarial examination the
claims of wrongdoing by HP officials”.
HP shareholders agreed on June 30

to stop pursuing damages claims
against HP’s current and former man-
agement, in favour of bringing claims
against former Autonomy executives
including Mr Hussain and Mr Lynch,
the founder of Autonomy. A judge has
yet to approve the agreement.
Mr Hussain, whose motion to inter-

vene was filed with the US District
Court in San Francisco, says: “By this
settlement, HP seeks to forever bury
from disclosure the real reason for its
2012 writedown of Autonomy: HP’s
owndestructionofAutonomy’s success
after the acquisition. HP seeks to
absolve itself of its own responsibility
for its losses.
“This would seem to be precisely

the type of collusive settlement that
experts warn merit careful scrutiny.”
A spokesman for HP said: “Mr Hus-

sain’s opposition to the settlement is
baseless.”
A spokesman for Mr Lynch said of

the June 30 agreement: “The share-
holders who have borne the losses get
nothing, and learn nothing about what
really happened.”
Mr Lynch and HP have been locked

in a bitter row sinceHP’s $11billionpur-
chase of Autonomy in 2011. Little more
than a year after the acquisition, HP
wrote down the value of Autonomy by
$8.8billion and claimed that $5billion
of the losseswere caused by accounting
irregularities at Mr Lynch’s company.
HPhas accusedMrLynchof “serious

accounting improprieties, misrep-
resentation anddisclosure failures”.Mr
Lynch has denied any wrongdoing.

James Dean

Waste measurements

85
Sites operated by Shanks in Benelux,
Canada and the UK

341
Employees to leave in cost-cutting
announced last year

13%
Proportion of 3,500 employees who
are female

7.83m
Tonnes of waste handled last year
Source: Shanks
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£110 million at the floatation but this
was used to pay down debt.
Exova believes it can continue to

make acquisitions at the same rate
and fund these from its internal cash
flow.
The market for laboratory testing

can only continue to grow as
regulations are tightened around the
world, and that growth is impressive
enough.But on 20 times earnings the
shares look fully valued.

The shares were floated by the
private equity owners at 220p. They
edged up 1p to 238¾p in yesterday’s
depressed market as the company
announced its first acquisition since
the float and its sixth over the past
year.
This is a small business providing

specialist metallurgical testing to the
Indian market. Exova aims to grow
by entering new territories, such as
India, and expanding the range of
services it provides.
The dividend yield is insignificant.

The investment case is based on its
ability to grow organically by about
6per cent a year and at about half
that rate through such bolt-on
acquisitions. The company raised

Exova, which provides laboratory
testing services to oil and gas
and other industries, came to

the market in April, a month before
Intertek, the only obvious quoted
comparator, came out with a
thumping profit warning.
This was down to its exposure to

the minerals sector, as mining
companies hacked back at
production and therefore needed its
services less. Exova says that it is not
exposed to mining and has not seen
the sort of competitive pressures its
larger rival warned about.

companies news

PRICES

White Stuff sales rise
White Stuff reported a 16.2 per
cent rise in sales to £115.7 million
for last year. The apres-ski
specialist retailer said the strong
uplift was driven in part by online
sales, which leapt by 47.9 per cent
to £24.1 million in the year to
May 3. Overall, White Stuff’s like-
for-like retail sales for the year
rose by 8.5 per cent and its gross
margin improved by 2.1 per cent.
The company now has 89 shops
across the UK and 43 concessions
in department stores such as John
Lewis and House of Fraser.

Parthenon’s EY merger
The Parthenon Group, a strategy
consultancy firm, is to merge its
operations with EY, the
accountant. Parthenon has about
300 staff in London, Boston,
Mumbai, San Francisco, Shanghai
and Singapore. The combined
business will be part of EY’s
transaction advisory services,
operating under the Parthenon
brand. Bill Achtmeyer,
Parthenon’s chairman, will run
the division.

LMEwon’t stand for it
Dealers on London’s metals
exchange have been fined more
than £1,000 for standing up
during trading. Although
apparently chaotic, traders are
forbidden from getting up from
red leather seats while dealing.
Nine traders were fined a total of
£13,750 and one suspended for
two days, the 137-year-old
London Metal Exchange said.
The LME is the last in Europe to
use open outcry trading.

Food safety apology
Yum Brands and McDonald’s
have apologised after a food
safety scare in China. Health
regulators closed a meat supplier
after a televisionreport revealed
workers picking up meat from the
factory floor and mixing dead
meat with fresh.
Yum and McDonald’s said that

they had stopped using Shanghai
Husi Food Company, which is a
unit of the OSI Group, based in
Illinois.

Business news
as it happens
thetimes.co.uk/
business

MartinWaller Tempus
Buy, sell or hold: today’s best share tips

Outsource
firm can be
trusted for
investment

B
abcock has avoided the sort
of reputational damage
that has affected other
outsourcing specialists such
as Serco and G4S because

it concentrates on high margin, more
difficult work, much of it for
theMinistry of Defence.
The company has actually walked

away from one big MoD contract,
tranche 2 of the NextGeneration
Estates, worth £1.5 billion, which
involves looking after the ministry’s
property portfolio, because the work
is insufficiently strategic and
technical. Instead, the contract
was won byCarillion,
though it is the subject of a
legal challenge by another
bidder.
This is one reason why,

on a like for like basis, the
amount of work potentially to
be won by Babcock is down by
£2.5billion to £15 billion since the
end of the financial year in March.
Also contributing to the fall is an
amendment to a contract involving

nuclear decommissioning in Canada.
All this is before another £1 billion
that could be won by Avincis, the

helicopter operator Babcock took
over in the spring.

The actual order book
stands at £13.5 billion, or
about three quarters of this
year’s expected revenues,
including £2 billion from
Avincis, which is healthy

enough. That order book,
both actual and projected, is the

best way of valuing outsourcing
specialists.
Extra work is in the process of

being nailed down, including

£2.5billion for
decommissioning the UK’s
ageing Magnox reactors,
spread over 14 years. The
tone of Babcock’s trading
update is otherwise positive,
confirming the company is in
line with market expectations,
which suggest pre-tax profits of just
short of £420 million this year.
The company is getting to grips

with Avincis, which was a significant
corporate move and one which a few
doubters thought it might have
overpaid for.The £705 million of debt
taken on as a result of the deal is
being refinanced on better terms.
Babcock shares have been under

the weather over the past couple of
months.The Avincis purchase
required a £1.1 billion rights issue at a
huge discount, at 790p.
The shares gained 8p to £11.08.

The company has indicated it can
grow revenues at a healthy 10 per
cent a year henceforth. On 16 times
earnings they do not look cheap, but
that fall still looks overdone.
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Ready for take-off
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There is much to be said for
sticking to your niche market.
Allocate makes software that

enables NHS trusts to manage their
staffing levels, something that will
become even more important as the
NICE guidelines on the number of
nurses per patient are introduced.
The company won 90 per cent of

the new business it applied for over
the past financial year and has a
100per cent renewal rate. Its
software is in use at more than half
the NHS trusts, but the latest

product, SafeCare, is only in
about 13 per cent of these, so
there is the potential for
further growth over the
next few years.
It is also selling into the

Nordic countries and
Australia, which account

between them for about 4 per
cent of revenues. These were up by

8 per cent in the year to the end of
May, and adjusted earnings were up
by 44 per cent to £6.9million. The
year’s dividend is up by 10 per cent to
1.45p but the yield is not exciting on
a share price off ½p at 116½p.
The company has warned that

there could be a slowdown in last
quarter of this financial year because
of the election.The shares have not
done a lot since the start of the year
and sell on about 14 times earnings.
One to hold for the long term.

£16bn
Value of potential
work not yet won

follow me
on twitter
for updates
@MartinWaller10

MY ADVICE Buy
WHY Shares have fallen a long
way, reflecting the cost of the
Avincis acquisition. The price
does not reflect the quality of
the company’s order book

There have been relatively few
retail bond issues so far this
year, although readers will be

aware this is a useful asset class
giving a decent and(fairly) reliable
income. The latest is from
BurfordCapital. The AIM-listed
company is not much understood,
but it provides funds for litigation
in the United States and, more
recently, the UK in return for a
share in the proceeds of such legal
action. This should provide a steady
source of income; the bonds will
pay a coupon of 6.5 per cent, at the
top end of what is available.

And finally . . .

MY ADVICE Hold long term
WHY Shares are highly rated
but there is growth potential

MY ADVICE Hold
WHY Shares look fairly valued
for now

babcock international

£13.5bn Value of order book

allocate software

Revenue £40m Dividend 1.45p

exova group

23 Countries where Exova operates

Major indices
New York
Dow Jones 17051.73 (-48.45)
Nasdaq Composite 4424.70 (-7.44)
S&P 500 1973.63 (-4.59)

Tokyo
Nikkei 225 15215.71 n/a

Hong Kong
Hang Seng 23387.14 (-67.65)

Amsterdam
AEX Index 403.71 (-0.69)

Sydney
AO 5528.70 (+9.50)

Frankfurt
DAX 9612.05 (-107.97)

Singapore
Straits 3314.27 (+3.74)

Brussels
BEL20 3123.84 (-5.40)

Paris
CAC-40 4304.74 (-30.57)

Zurich
SMI Index 8513.96 (+2.53)
DJ EURO Stoxx 50 3137.06 (-27.15)

London

FTSE 100 6728.44 (-21.01)
FTSE 250 15486.10 (-70.74)
FTSE 350 3648.68 (-12.18)
FTSE Eurotop 100 2742.77 (-14.46)
FTSE All-Shares 3584.06 (-11.91)
FTSE Non Financials 4241.15 (-12.06)
techMARK 100 3257.32 (-6.12)
Bargains 887793
US$ 1.7070 (-0.0015)
Euro 1.2624 (-0.0003)
£:SDR 1.10 (+0.00)
Exchange Index 88.87 n/a
Bank of England official close (4pm)
CPI 128.00 May (2005 = 100)
RPI 255.90 May (Jan 1987 = 100)
RPIX 255.40 May (Jan 1987 = 100)
Morningstar Long Commodity 935.02 (-3.98)
Morningstar Long/Short Commod 4578.62 (+3.11)

Commodities
ICIS pricing (London 6.00pm)

Crude Oils ($/barrel FOB)

Brent Physical 105.70 -0.65
Brent 25 day (Jan) 106.80 -0.60
Brent 25 day (Feb) 107.40 -0.30
W Texas Intermed (Jan) 104.05 +2.10
W Texas Intermed (Feb) 102.20 +1.25

Products ($/MT)

Spot CIF NW Europe (prompt delivery)

Premium Unld 999.00 1001.00 +4.00
Gasoil EEC 883.00 885.00 -4.50
3.5 Fuel Oil 562.50 564.25 -2.50
Naphtha 928.00 931.00 -7.00

ICE Futures

Gas Oil
Aug 879.50-879.25 Nov 891.00-890.25
Sep 883.75-883.50 Dec 892.50-892.25
Oct 888.00-887.50 Volume: 103492

Brent (6.00pm)
Aug unq Nov 107.68-107.61
Sep 107.08-107.07 Dec 107.56-107.54

Oct 107.53-107.51 Volume: 361992

LIFFE

Cocoa

Jul unq Sep 1857 BID
Sep 1950-1948 Dec 1835 BID
Dec 1921-1920 Mar 1760 BID
Mar 1905-1899
May 1895-1892
Jul 1780 BID Volume: 16616

RobustaCoffee

Jul 2185-1985 Mar 2036-2000
Sep 2016-2014 May 2100-2000
Nov 2009-2006
Jan 2030-1975 Volume: 7336

White Sugar (FOB)

Reuters Mar 486.10-484.50
May 496.40-492.80

Aug 480.00 SLR Aug 502.10-496.60
Oct 456.10-455.40 Oct 517.00-490.00
Dec 471.10-468.50 Volume: 5358

London Grain Futures

LIFFE Wheat (close £/t)

Nov 127.05 Jan 129.05 Mar 132.05
May 133.30 Jul 135.65 Volume: 910

London Financial Futures
Period Open High Low Sett Vol Open Int

Long Gilt Sep 14 111.06 111.19 110.87 111.16 87148 373161
Dec 14 111.16

3-Mth Sterling Sep 14 99.360 99.370 99.350 99.360 22476 380479
Dec 14 99.170 99.190 99.170 99.170 19169 454937
Mar 15 98.950 98.970 98.940 98.950 16526 337911
Jun 15 98.710 98.740 98.710 98.730 19518 263499
Sep 15 98.480 98.520 98.480 98.510 12904 268485

3-Mth Euribor Sep 14 99.795 99.800 99.790 99.790 40688 482932
Dec 14 99.815 99.815 99.805 99.810 17055 421288
Mar 15 99.825 99.825 99.815 99.820 18016 384046
Jun 15 99.825 99.830 99.815 99.820 16867 315267
Sep 15 99.815 99.815 99.805 99.805 13562 327704

3-Mth Euroswiss Sep 14 100.01 100.01 100.00 100.01 365 57787
Dec 14 100.03 100.04 100.03 100.04 246 47661
Mar 15 100.06 100.06 100.05 100.06 860 42871
Jun 15 100.06 100.07 100.06 100.06 1247 36700

2 Year Swapnote Sep 14 111.34 111.34 111.32 111.33 2826 37827
Dec 14 111.33

5 Year Swapnote Sep 14 126.31 126.34 126.28 126.32 833 8446
Dec 14 126.32

10 Year Swapnote Sep 14 143.77 143.80 143.73 143.89 435 4105
Dec 14 143.89

FTSE100 Sep 14 6702.5 6711.5 6666.5 6687.0 59670 587687
Dec 14 6670.0 6687.0 6635.0 6660.5 13 10387

FTSEurofirst 80 Sep 14 4137.0 4137.0 4132.5 4137.0 200 150
Dec 14 4141.0
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Dunlop Tyres is
to unveil an
exhibition

celebrating 90 years
since its first Le Mans
24-hour race win. The
show will include a
1950s style depiction
of a classic Le Mans-
start, with drivers
running to their cars
before the race and a

1920s style piece of a
couple picnicking by
the roadside at dusk
as the racing cars go
past. Kate Rock of
Dunlop Tyres UK,
said the exhibition
was: “To celebrate our
legacy as the most
successful tyre
manufacturer in the
history of the race.”

Celebrating
the wheel
of fortune

COURTESY DUNLOP

Tobacco groups unfazed at
having to cough up billions
Gary ParkinsonMarket report

As fines go, $23.6 billion is a monster.
Yet investors in London were unfazed
by the magnitude of damages
awarded against America’s second-
biggest cigarette company.
AFlorida jury has ordered RJ

Reynolds, which makes Camel and
Pall Mall gaspers, to pay the
equivalent of £13.8 billion, or more
than two thirds of its market value, to
the wife of a chain smoker who died
of lung cancer in 1996, aged 36.
A huge number, but the market was

sanguine. Reynolds is appealing and
will most likely end up paying
Cynthia Robinson far less in
settlement. Thus, British American
Tobacco, behind Dunhill, Lucky
Strike and Pall Mall, eased but 32p to
£35, while Imperial Tobacco, which
makes Gauloises Blondes, Davidoff

and Golden Virginia, dipped
40p to £26.47.
The muted response

came in spite of their ties to
Reynolds. BAT owns 42 per
cent of the company and
has agreed to pay $4.7billion
towards Reynolds’s planned
$25 billion acquisition of Lorillard,
another UStobacco company. Imps,
meanwhile, is paying Reynolds
$7.1 billion for brands, such as Kool
and Blu e-cigarettes, sold to try to get
the Lorillard deal past the
competition watchdogs.
Though the crisis in Ukraine and

tension in the Middle East has hardly
skittled the wider stock market, it has
robbed it of any impetus to move
higher for now. The FTSE 100
retreated 21 points to 6,728.4, with
largely reassuring company earnings
from the US lending support.
Housebuilders were friendless after

the latest survey from Rightmove, the
property website, showed that asking
prices have fallen for the first time

this year. Barratt
Developments lost 9½p to
354¼p, while Persimmon
fell 29p to £12.46.
There was interest in the

supermarkets after Tesco
delivered a shock profit

warning and replaced Philip
Clarke, its chief executive. Hopes

that the new boss, Dave Lewis, an
executive at Unilever, can revive its
fortunes lifted Tesco shares 3¾p to
288¾p, and sentWmMorrison 4¼p
lower to 173¾p and JSainsbury down
6½p to 318¼p.
ARM Holdings, the microchip

designer, dipped 2p to 833½p after Citi
warned that it might be suffering
from the strength of sterling, while
dearer oil left gas guzzlers out of
favour. IAG, the owner of British
Airways, lost 6¾p to 323p and
Carnival, the cruise ship operator, fell
41p to £20.98.
Conversely, those shares to improve

were ones generally seen as more
resilient in testing times. Drug

companies and utilities were among
those to gain ground. Severn Trent
added 17p to £19.43.
Gold-mining shares were sought as

a proxy for the precious metal, a
classic haven. Randgold Resources
advanced 40p to £51.05 and Mexico’s
Fresnillo, more a silver than a gold
miner, was 14½p better at 915½p.
On AIM, Stratex International,

which is prospecting for gold and other
metals in Turkey and Africa, added
5.7 per cent to 3.7p after paying nearly
£1.3 million for a third of Goldstone
Resources, another gold exploration
company quoted on AIM, with assets
in Ghana, Senegal and Gabon, which
rose 0.8 per cent to 0.62p.
Finally, Dialight, a supplier of LED

lighting used in heavy industrial
plants, oil refineries and power
stations, rose 39½p to 934½p on the
main market after Canaccord
Genuity, its house broker, pushed the
shares on the back of decent results
for the first half of the year.
Prices by Proquote

follow us
on twitter
for updates
@timesbusiness

Salamander’s bid hopes tail off
natural resources

The market’s
response was
decidedly tepid

to Salamander
Energy’s sale of a
40 per cent interest in
an oil field in the Gulf
of Thailand.
Its source lay not in

the price fetched —
$280 million in cash
was fair — but in
Salamander’s decision
then to take itself off
the block. In recent
months, Cepsa,
the Madrid-based,
Abu Dhabi-owned oil
company that bought
Coastal Energy last
year, had been linked
with a potential
takeover of
Salamander for as
much as 200p a share.

Yesterday, the ever-
readable Malcolm
Graham-Wood,
the founder of
HydroCarbon Capital,
lamented a “major
disappointment”.
“Any bid north of
150p or so should have
been snapped up,” he

added. “Either this
has not happened or
has been declined by
the Salamander
board, which would
be a brave move.”
Two brokers,

Macquarie and
Mirabaud, expected
further weakness
from shares that fell
6.3 per cent to 119½p.
The Securities

Commission Malaysia
needs to approve the
deal, traders reported,
and SonaPetroleum
Berhad, a “special
purpose acquisition
company”, will need
to demonstrate
“management
control” of an asset
that Salamander
still operates.

Shares in Salamander
Energy showed little
spark, falling 6 per cent

Wall Street report
Stocks finished lower as geopolitical
concerns affected sentiment during
the first trading session of a busy
week of corporate earnings reports.
The Dow Jones industrial average
fell 48.45 points to 17,051.73 and the
S&P 500 index lost 4.59 at 1,973.63.

European money
deposits %

Gold/Precious
metals

Dollar rates
Australia 1.0666-1.0668
Canada 1.0733-1.0736
Denmark 5.5146-5.5150
Euro 0.7395-0.7396
Hong Kong 7.7513-7.7522
Japan 101.34-101.36
Malaysia 3.1692-3.1702
Norway 6.2027-6.2057
Singapore 1.2396-1.2397
Sweden 6.8508-6.8558
Switzerland 0.8980-0.8983

Other Sterling
Argentina peso 13.927-13.939
Australia dollar 1.8200-1.8209
Bahrain dinar 0.6397-0.6472
Brazil real 3.7815-3.7986
Euro 1.2619-1.2625
Hong Kong dollar 13.229-13.231
India rupee 102.71-102.92
Indonesia rupiah 19677-20005
Kuwait dinar KD 0.4807-0.4832
Malaysia ringgit 5.3141-5.5161
New Zealand dollar 1.9626-1.9641
Singapore dollar 2.1154-2.1162
S Africa rand 18.097-18.106
U A E dirham 6.2653-6.2716

Money rates %
Base Rates Clearing Banks 0.5 Finance House 1.0 ECB Refi 0.15 US Fed Fund 0-0.25
Halifax Mortgage Rate 3.5
Treasury Bills (Dis) Buy: 1 mth 0.39; 3 mth 0.44. Sell: 1 mth 0.33; 3 mth 0.40

1 mth 2 mth 3 mth 6 mth 12 mth

Interbank Rates 0.4975 0.5240 0.5572 0.7150 1.0646

Clearer CDs 0.58-0.43 0.60-0.45 0.65-0.50 0.80-0.65 1.12-0.97

Depo CDs 0.58-0.43 0.60-0.45 0.65-0.50 0.80-0.65 1.12-0.97

Eurodollar Deps 0.13-0.23 0.17-0.27 0.24-0.34 0.35-0.45 0.60-0.70
Eurodollar CDs 0.14-0.06 0.18-0.10 0.22-0.14 0.36-0.21 0.52-0.32

Mkt Rates for Range Close 1 month 3 month
Copenhagen 9.4049-9.4224 9.4090-9.4146 42ds 123ds
Euro 1.2639-1.2614 1.2623-1.2620 3pr 9pr
Montreal 1.8305-1.8364 1.8319-1.8322 10pr 26pr
New York 1.7055-1.7099 1.7066-1.7068 5ds 13ds
Oslo 10.560-10.620 10.585-10.592 100pr 275pr
Stockholm 11.664-11.707 11.693-11.700 17ds 52ds
Tokyo 172.78-173.18 172.94-172.97 9ds 25ds
Zurich 1.5313-1.5354 1.5326-1.5332 8ds 24ds

Premium = pr Discount = ds

Sterling spot and forward rates

Exchange rates
Bank buys Bank sells

Australia $ 1.990 1.730
Canada $ 1.990 1.730
Denmark Kr 10.120 8.870
Egypt 13.440 10.690
Euro ¤ 1.380 1.210
Hong Kong $ 14.200 12.490
Hungary 430.350 354.060
Indonesia 22779.200 18170.000
Israel Shk 6.420 5.480
Japan Yen 187.000 161.950
New Zealand $ 2.200 1.860
Norway Kr 11.470 9.910
Poland 5.780 4.730
Russia 64.440 53.660
S Africa Rd 20.210 17.110
Sweden Kr 12.450 11.070
Switzerland Fr 1.690 1.450
Turkey Lira 3.930 0.000
USA $ 1.860 1.630

Rates for banknotes and traveller's cheques as
traded by Royal Bank of Scotland plc yesterday

AHDB meat services
Average fatstock prices at representative
markets
(p/kg lw) Pig Lamb Cattle
GB 0.00 143.71 141.95
(+/-) +0.00 +13.35 -3.62

Eng/Wales 0.00 unq 141.95
(+/-) +0.00 -3.62

Scotland unq unq 0.00
(+/-) +0.00

London Metal Exchange
(Official)

Cash 3mth 15mth

Copper Gde A ($/tonne)
6989.0-6989.5 6988.0-6989.0 7310.0-7320.0

Lead ($/tonne)
2173.0-2174.0 2192.0-2195.0 1980.0-1985.0

Zinc Spec Hi Gde ($/tonne)
2305.5-2306.0 2311.5-2312.0 1943.0-1948.0

Tin ($/tonne)
22150.0-22155.0 22100.0-22150.0 22050.0-22100.0

Alum Hi Gde ($/tonne)
1987.0-1988.0 2006.0-2007.0 2280.0-2285.0

Nickel ($/tonne)
18720.0-18725.0 18875.0-18900.0 18770.0-18870.0

Currency

1mth 3mth 6mth 12mth

Dollar

0.10 0.15 0.23 0.48

Sterling

0.50 0.56 0.71 1.06

Euro

0.00 0.05 0.16 0.35

Bullion: Open $1310.69

Close $1312.60-1312.90 High $1317.93

Low $1307.40

AM $1312.75 PM $1311.50

Krugerrand $1299.00-1378.00 (£761.09-807.37)

Platinum $1492.00 (£874.17)

Silver $20.95 (£12.28)

Palladium $882.00 (£516.77)

Data as shown is
for information

purposes only. No offer is made by
Morningstar or this publication
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Anna Maxted
‘Don’t ask me
anything you don’t
want to know the
answer to,’ I say

When Anna Maxted and her husband Phil Robinson agreed to try out the first
home lie detector kit, the results proved to be more than they had bargained for

finger wraps), overlaid with a jagged
line of red (breathing) and a blue
baseline (pulse). When Phil sighs
a great stalagmite of red appears.
The programme instructs me to ask

each question in the same tone. (Yes,
yes, I’ve watched Meet the Parents.)
Further tips include: “Tell subject
when deception is detected. Let
subject explain why deception was
detected. Get confession.” Also: “Ask
tough questions that will illicit [sic] a

physical response.” And there’s a
Bad Body Language button to click
if I notice suspicious behaviours such
as twitching or excessive blinking.
I’m beginning to understand why

the US 1988 Employee Polygraph
Protection Act was passed. As the
Good Fairy said to Little Rabbit Foo
Foo, I don’t like your attitude. If you
are driven to use a lie detector on your
nearest and dearest, the problem is no
longer just the lying. This would not
be great for parties. It would be awful.
I must be rotten through and

through because I find the control

‘Have you ever said anything
mean about me in the pub?’
I ask my sweating husband

When I chirpily agree to test the first
home lie detector kit with my
husband, I’m not thinking of deception
and divorce. I’m thinking of how
much I enjoyed The Americans,
especially the episode where
glamorous Russian double agent Nina
Sergeevna is forced to take a
polygraph test by the FBI and beats it
by dreaming of her lover (also by
clenching her anus, though we don’t
need to dwell on that). I also presume
it to be one of those gadgets — like the
“night-vision goggles” that we wasted
£60 on for the kids at Christmas —
which you can get in a toy shop, that
doesn’t really work.
My husband veers from sanguine

— “You’re not going to find anything
out about me. I’m here all the time. I
don’t do anything” — to sweating —
“We’ve got to draw the line on what
questions we ask. We don’t want to
end up separating over something
silly.” I think he’s fussing over nothing,
even when the USB Polygraph turns
out to be a dull-looking contraption

This machine
would not be
great for parties.
It would be awful

without any of the silly flashing lights
that might mark it out as a novelty.
Phil says nervously: “It’s the whole

gubbins. I thought it would just be a
finger clip. It’s got sweat pads and
everything.” He consults the USB
Polygraph website. I read its jolly
exhortation: “Examine suspects just
like the FBI! Great for parties! Or
business at bars!” I suddenly see I’ve
been tricked by the Times features
desk. This is a recipe for personal
disaster. Sadly, it’s too late to turn back.

Phil straps the “breathing box”
around his chest. He attaches the
pulse meter to his index finger, also
two “skin galvaniser finger wraps”.
Then he plugs the machine into the
laptop. The instructions read:
“Connect human” (as opposed to
dog?). He enters his name. I still
suspect this to be elaborate nonsense
when a flare of colour erupts on the
black screen: a live display of his vital
signs. A frill of green dissects the
monitor (sweat, measured by the

Phil Robinson and Anna Maxted, above and cover, take the lie detector test
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Robert De Niro, left,
makes Ben Stiller
undergo a lie detector
test in Meet the Parents

TIMES PHOTOGRAPHER MATT LLOYD, UIP

The truth is a dream. When my
relationship with Anna began, I
wanted to know everything: the limits
of her mind, who she thought about
and when (“Do you really love me?
Do you?”). After 20 years of marriage
I don’t particularly need to know the
details: her thoughts are her property,
not mine. The notion of a DIY
polygraph feels a bit sad. I have faith
in her fidelity and love. That said, this
lie detector sets up in about three
minutes and it pays to catch the rot
early, so let’s get stuck in.
The process begins with you

building a list of questions. I start by
assembling the kind of list that Joseph
Stalin’s first girlfriend probably had to
put up with. After a quick burst of
typing I stare at the cursor, blinking at
the end of this sentence: “Have you
ever cheated on me?”
It’s at this point that I feel my world

is under threat. If I ask this question
I’d have no faith in my wife. I might
also find my marriage to be an illusion.
Suddenly the mystery at the heart of
all relationships becomes tangible.
I construct a tamer, more positive

list that could still be upsetting.
Fundamentally my point is: “Do you
still love me? Am I better looking than
David Cameron? Do you still prefer
me to everyone else?” These all feel
like important questions and answer
the one I couldn’t ask.
What I am certain of is that after

two decades together, there are few
binary answers to emotional
questions. “Do you still fancy me?”
“Yes,” with the qualifier: “But not
when you bloat up to 16 stone.”
I decide to lower the bar again and

tap in a new list of “housekeeping”
questions to run alongside my
limp-wristed do-you-love-me stuff.
Question one hits a lie dead centre:

“Are you hiding chocolate in this
house?” Anna has spent the past three
weeks telling me her chocolate habit is
under control and that she can get by
on three pieces of Kit Kat. She
answers: “No.” Computer states: “Lie.”
Next one also hits home: “Do you do
less housework than me?” Her answer:
“No.” Computer says: “Lie.” I’m hitting
on contentious areas.
Surprisingly, I’m enjoying this. I’m

better looking than Corden and
Cameron but not Pitt. This isn’t news.
I’d really love to do this in some dusty
Bayswater flat with a KGB walk-in and
Alec Guinness lurking in the shadows.
My next question is whether Anna
would take me with her if she were
stranded on a desert island. She says:
“Yes.” The computer says: “Lie.”
I feel bad. I don’t know if it’s true or

not, but her thoughts are her
sanctuary. I feel as if I’ve transgressed.
Really, a lie detector is not intended
for this. If I were the regional manager
of a Wimpy, trying to work out which
staff member had been eating all the
knickerbocker glory flakes, then this
device would be the Holy Grail filled
to the brim with ambrosia. For those
in search of answers to deeper
questions, I am not so sure.
Polygraph Machine Home Testing
Kit (USB), £99.98, body4real.co.uk

questions — during which your vital
signs are analysed — shaming: Have
you ever told a lie about something
serious? Have you ever betrayed
someone who trusted you? The full
wretchedness of your personality
is exposed. I read the last control
question: “Have you ever stolen
anything?” Phil replies: “Yes.” Alas, our
seven-year-old is in earshot. “Oh-oh-
oh!” he cries. His father grimaces.
I’ve added my own questions.

Phil spent Saturday at Trent Bridge
watching cricket. So: “Did you sleep
on the train home because you drank
too much?” He says: “Yes.” The
machine determines this “truthful”.
However, “No” to “Did you eat more
than one pie?” is revealed as a “lie”.
Spitefully, I press the “bad body
language” button. I’d press an electric-
shock button given the chance. This
is corrupting. When he admits, “I ate
quite a lot”, I realise I’ve been wasting
time on piffling trivialities.
I scribble down a new batch of

questions. “Did you fancy Sarah from
college? Did you still fancy her when
we were married? Have you ever said
anything mean about me in the pub?
Have you discussed our sex life with
any of your friends? Do I ever disgust
you? Am I less attractive to you than
when we first met?”
For the record, Phil answers “No” to

“Did you fancy Sarah at college?”
“Lie,” states the machine.

I knew it. Cow. Of course, he also
denies that he still fancied her when
we were married. “Truthful,” states
the machine. I feel a warm glow of
triumph and break the news to him.
He says: “I was desperate at college!
It was a different thing!”
I’m so fixed on accessing the dark

recesses of his filthy soul that I forget
that I’m also under surveillance. “I’ve
toned down my questions,” Phil says.
“They were a bit . . .” he makes a face.
I bleat, in a sudden flash of anxiety,
“Don’t ask me anything you don’t
want to know the answer to.” In The
Americans, before Nina’s test, her
fellow agent Oleg Igovevich tells her:
“You have no armour. Nothing to
protect you except your wits, your
courage and your beauty.” Not sure
where that leaves me. There’s always
the sphincter-clenching option.
I note that I’ve already presumed

myself guilty. I haven’t even done
anything wrong. Although what about
thoughts? This device can expose all
the cognitive garbage that twitters

through your conscious moments of
idle imagining. It can reveal the reflex,
savage idiocy you dismiss because it’s
hurtful, it’s waffle and you think better
of it. This machine is unfairly
reductive. The mind is not that simple.
Thankfully, Phil isn’t too reckless:

“Am I better looking than James
Corden?” “Yes.” “Am I better looking
than Brad Pitt?” Technically, no, but
his prettiness doesn’t personally
appeal, so, “Yes.”
“Am I better looking than David

Cameron?” Dear God. “Yes.” The
machine insists my response to the
Brad Pitt question is a lie. It also
emerges that I fib about my chocolate
consumption and how much
housework I do — but we knew that
already. But “Yes” to “Would I be your
first choice of companion on a desert
island?” The polygraph again claims:
“Lie.” I’m shocked. I tell my husband
that this machine makes trouble
where there is none. Seriously, who
am I going to take? The cat?
Meanwhile, our 12-year-old, who

begged to be tested, lasts two
questions. Mortified, he pulls off the
straps and mutters, “It’s evil.” Quite.
Inviting the thought police into

your home is like playing an Ouija
board. The polygraph may suit
counter-espionage, but if you need
a lie detector to investigate your
relationship, I suspect it’s already
beyond repair — or it soon will be.

Phil Robinson
I feel that my world is
under threat. If I ask
this question I have
no faith in my wife

After 20 years
of marriage
I don’t need to
know the details
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How The Times caused
the curse of King Tut
A new show about the discovery of Tutankhamun’s tomb may not have
the pharaoh’s jewels, but it tells a remarkable story, says Richard Morrison

O
nly when we are
halfway through
my guided tour
of Discovering
Tutankhamun does
Liam McNamara,
the Ashmolean
Museum’s assistant

keeper of Ancient Egypt, drop his
bombshell. “These botanical samples,”
he says, pointing to a small heap of
seeds, “are the only items in the
exhibition actually from the tomb.”
That announcement might seem

like the most enormous letdown. In
fact it points to something far more
exciting. By turning their backs on
what McNamara calls the “gold and
the glitz” found by Lord Carnarvon
and his archaeologist Howard Carter
when they opened Tutankhamun’s
tomb in the Valley of the Kings in
1922, the exhibition’s organisers
present a much more fascinating story.
It is the tale of the discovery itself, of

the ten years that Carter subsequently
spent meticulously cataloguing and
recording the thousands of objects in
the tomb and of the extraordinary
worldwide impact (“Tut mania” it’s
called in the exhibition) that the
discovery had on popular culture.
“This is a story that Oxford is

uniquely placed to tell,” McNamara
says. “Carter’s original excavation
records are actually held at the
Griffith Institute, which is the
university’s department of Egyptology,
right next to the Ashmolean.”
Since 1995, all of Carter’s material —

thousands of pages of maps, notes,
illustrations and photos — have been
gradually placed online. McNamara,
however, believes that although nearly
a century has passed since the
momentous discovery, the significance

of what was found still hasn’t been
fully explored. “When putting together
this exhibition we discovered that only
30 per cent of the material to come
from the tomb has been properly
studied or published,” he says. “There
is a huge amount of work for the next
generation of Egyptologists.”
The exhibition begins in 1907,

when Carter and Carnarvon started
working together. Carnarvon was
an immensely rich playboy, with a
passion for motor cars and a massive
Berkshire pile, Highclere Castle, that

is now the setting for Downton Abbey.
He had a motoring accident, went
to Egypt to convalesce and became
fascinated by the excavation of
the Valley of the Kings at Thebes
(modern-day Luxor), then in full
swing. Carter, by contrast, was an
artist of incredible talent (as the
beautiful drawings exhibited here
show), who was first taken to Egypt at
17 because of his draughtsman’s skills.
In 1914 Carnarvon acquired the

concession to excavate the Valley
of the Kings when the previous owner,
a wealthy New York lawyer and
amateur archaeologist, decided that,
after a decade of digging, the valley
had no more secrets to offer.
Carnarvon and Carter thought

otherwise, intrigued by the discovery
in 1907 of some embalming bandages
and ceramics inscribed with the name
of Tutankhamun. Carnarvon poured
his fortune into excavating the rest
of the sites, following a fastidiously
mathematical grid devised by Carter.
Hundreds of Egyptian men and boys
were employed to move tonnes of
rubble, all of which was painstakingly
sifted by Carter’s team of experts.
Finally, in 1922, after years of

seemingly fruitless work, just one
square on Carter’s grid remained
unexcavated. “At which point,
Carnarvon runs out of money,”
McNamara says. “Carter has to
convince him to finance one further
season to excavate that square.”
Never did a desperate gambler have

more spectacular success with a final
throw of the dice. In November 1922
Carter discovered what he knew must
be Tutankhamun’s tomb and sent a
telegram to Carnarvon in England.
The extracts from Carter’s journals
show how excited he was, yet he

waited two weeks for his patron to
arrive before opening the tomb. “It’s
the first indication of how patient
Carter was as an archaeologist,”
McNamara observes. “Because, of
course, after opening the tomb it
would take him a further ten years,
incredibly, to document its contents.”
From this point on, the Ashmolean’s

exhibition is dominated by the
marvellous photographs taken by
Harry Burton. He was the genius
photographer attached to an Egypt
expedition financed by the
Metropolitan Museum of Art in New
York and lent to the British when
everyone realised the significance of
what Carter had discovered.
Using very long exposures and

reflectors to get more light into the
tombs, Burton produced a series of
stunning pictures, reproduced in huge

Picture gallery
Rarely seen
Times photos
from the 1922
tomb excavation
thetimes.co.uk/arts
and tablet editions

The mask of Tutankhamun’s mummy, found by Howard Carter
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Above: the king’s mummified head.
Top: Carter in the burial chamber.
Right, from top: the Anubis jackal
and Lord Carnarvon with Carter

however, was not his only problem.
As news of the discovery spread, the
world’s press and hundreds of tourists
descended on the Valley of the Kings.
An evocative picture from The Times
shows crowds of reporters and
onlookers waiting for the first objects
to be brought out, so that Carnarvon’s
vast army of Egyptian labourers
could transport them in ferocious
temperatures down to the Nile, several
miles away, and on to Cairo.
“The entire world went Tut crazy in

1923,” McNamara says, pointing to a
display of popular songs, romantic
novels, household products and even
board games picking up on the
Tutankhamun theme. “Coming after
the austerity and sadness of the First

The world went
Tut crazy. It fed
into the Roaring
Twenties’ aura

format here — most famously the
antechamber stuffed with ancient
artefacts (the “wonderful things” that
Carter told Carnarvon he could see
when he first peered into the gloom
undisturbed for millennia).
“Burton’s photographs are works

of art in their own right,” McNamara
says, and it is hard to disagree. But
he wasn’t the only person capturing
what was in the tomb. An English
artist, Nina de Garis Davies, was later
brought in to do reproductions in egg
tempera of the art on all four sides of
the fabulous painted box discovered
in the tomb. Her vivid and superbly
intricate work, perfectly capturing
the box’s luminosity and textures, is
one of the exhibition’s high points.
Carter’s meticulous cataloguing

skills were tested to destruction by
what was in the tomb. Thousands of
items were photographed with and
without numbers that would
correspond to their entries in a vast
card index. Cataloguing the items,

GRIFFITH INSTITUTE / UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD, HERBERT WARHURST

World War, this was a spectacular
discovery that captured the world’s
imagination. It fed into the aura of the
Roaring Twenties.”
However, access to the discoveries

and to Carter’s reports was strictly
circumscribed by an unprecedented
deal struck by Carnarvon with The
Times, which paid him £5,000 for
exclusive reporting rights. “It was
probably the first media deal in
history,” McNamara says. “And of
course it enraged the other journalists,
particularly the Egyptians who felt
they had been knocked out of the
game.” Desperate for a scoop of their
own, other reporters fabricated
outlandish stories — and hence was
born the “curse of Tutankhamun”,
supposedly responsible for the deaths
of Carnarvon and many others
involved with the 1922 discovery.
Disappointingly, McNamara pours

cold water on that. “There was no
curse or booby-trap in the tomb,” he
says. However, he does point to some
equally intriguing theories supported
by recent scholarship and
sophisticated scientific testing. One is
that Tutankhamun, the boy king, died
from being run over by a chariot, a
curious accident to befall an
all-powerful ruler, if it was an accident.
The iconic objects from the tomb —

the funerary mask, the painted box,
the “guardian” statues — don’t travel
from Cairo these days: they are far too
fragile. The Ashmolean, however, has
many exhibits showing the enduring
power of Tutankhamun imagery,
including a fascinating section on how
the funerary mask has been adopted
by the revolutionaries in Egypt and
used as part of their protests against
recent events there.
And although the show contains

nothing from the tomb itself, except
those seeds, it does have some
spectacularly beautiful artworks —
drawn from, among other places, the
British Museum and the Metropolitan
Museum of Art as well as the
Ashmolean’s own collections. “They
remind us,” McNamara says, “that the
period of Tutankhamun and his
predecessor Akhenaten was a golden
age for ancient Egyptian art as well as
a time of huge religious and social
upheaval. And the wonderful thing is
that there is still so much to discover.”
Discovering Tutankhamun is at the
Ashmolean Museum, Oxford, from
Thur, to Nov 2 (ashmolean.org)

Carter leads a bearer carrying the
pharaoh’s manikin. Harry Burton is
on the right. Left: The Times’ report
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H
ot spells present the
perfect opportunity
for bottled water
companies to
promote their wares,
judging by the press
releases in my inbox.
Not that water

companies need PR agencies to spread
the word. In the past week I have been
urged to carry water by everyone from
TV weather forecasters to announcers
on Tube lines. But is there any science
behind this and how do you know if
you are drinking enough?
More than half of the adult human

body is made up of water and this
reservoir rarely fluctuates more than
1 per cent. So efficient are we at
regulating our water content that
experiments on sedentary volunteers
fed dry foods have shown that you
have to withhold drinks for at least
12 hours for them to reach the 1 per
cent threshold, when the mildest
dehydration sets in, and for more than
24 hours to reach 2 per cent water loss,
when symptoms such as headaches,
and mental and physical fatigue are
most likely to occur.
Put simply, if you drink when you

are thirsty and eat sensibly you are
unlikely to develop significant
dehydration in normal conditions. But
fluid requirements vary depending on
what you are doing and where you are
doing it, making it impossible to give
general recommendations. Someone
spending all day at home may require
1½–2 litres of water over 24 hours to
replace unavoidable losses (see box),
while a marathon runner training in
the current temperatures could need
three times as much.
When it’s hot, we all produce more

sweat to help us stay cool, but the
body quickly responds by conserving
fluid through concentration of urine,

and encouraging us to drink more.
Thirst is good at telling us when to
drink, but not how much, and it is a
poor guide to your state of dehydration.
The colour of your urine is much more
accurate; a pale straw colour being the
ideal hue according to most experts.
But whatever our requirements —

and three litres a day is ample for
most, even in a hot spell — they don’t
have to be met just by drinking water.
Around half a litre a day is hidden in
our food (see box). And despite what
we are told, tea and coffee do count
towards our daily requirements. Yes,
caffeine is a diuretic (it promotes the
formation of urine which could have a
dehydrating effect) but the best
evidence quoted in a recent review by
the British Nutrition Foundation
(BNF) suggests that you have to
consume at least 500mg of caffeine a
day for it to promote a significant
diuresis — that’s the equivalent of ten
cups of tea and four coffees. People
often dispute this because they notice
a need to pass water more often after
drinking caffeinated drinks, but that is
because caffeine and related
compounds have an irritant effect on
the bladder — you are not actually
producing more urine, you just get the

Eat and drink sensibly
to keep yourself hydrated

JOE MCLAREN

My 40-year-old
husband has
found blood in
his semen. Is
this a sign of
prostate cancer?
Traces of blood
in ejaculate –
hematospermia – is a
common complaint
and one or two episodes
in a younger man
(under 40) are rarely
anything to worry
about. However, in
older men such as your
husband, it can
sometimes be a sign of
an underlying problem
ranging from clotting
issues (it can be a side
effect of aspirin), to
infection and cancer of
the prostate, so it is
important to do a few
basic tests.
I look for symptoms

suggestive of infection
(such as pain,
discharge, or burning
on passing urine). I
check the penis and
testicles, measure blood
pressure, do a rectal
examination to feel the
prostate gland and send
blood and urine
samples to the lab
where appropriate. If
still concerned —
particularly in a man
with repeated episodes
— then I would refer
them on to an urologist
for further assessment.
I don’t want to alarm

your husband — we
don’t find underlying
problems in most men
— but hopefully this
will prompt him to have
a chat with his own GP.

Water loss versus intake
6 Some water loss is inevitable. We
lose at least 300ml a day in our
breath, 150ml in stools, at least half a
litre as urine, and a similar amount
as sweat (although this can vary by
up to seven litres or more a day in
people working or training in
extreme conditions)
6 Food accounts for as much as
20 per cent of our total water intake.
The water content of soups, fruits
and vegetables is about 80 per cent,
a typical hot meal is 40 per cent to
70 per cent water, bread and biscuits
about 30 per cent and even very dry
foods, such as savoury snacks, still
contain 10 per cent water

Q A
Dr Mark Porter

urge to go earlier.
Don’t fall for the hype about glowing

complexions and flushing out “toxins”.
The best science shows that all our
systems perform optimally at sensible
intakes and drinking too much means
the kidneys have to work harder to
stop over dilution of essential salts and
fluid retention (exceptions include
people prone to kidney stones and
constipation who may benefit from
drinking more). Indeed, drinking too
much too rapidly can be dangerous,
worsening heart problems in
susceptible individuals and leading to
seizures, coma and even death.
There are some advantages to

drinking water in that it contains no
calories or tooth damaging sugars and
acids (at least not in still water). It is
also “free” if you drink it from the tap.
Just don’t expect myriad health
benefits from consuming lots of it —
you are likely to be disappointed.
Download a copy of Hydration and
Health: A Review by the BNF at
nutrition.org.uk

H
ave you had your
daily protein? Unless
you are fasting or in
panic mode for the
bikini season, it’s
difficult to see how
you could not get
enough of this

particular nutrient. It’s everywhere.
We’ve moved on from eating more

fish, lean meat and protein shakes to
obtaining it from the most unlikely
of sources. Since the market analyst
Mintel predicted last year that foods
enriched with protein were to be the
next big health trend, it has cropped
up in everything from bread to ice
cream to crisps. Recently researchers
announced that they had created a
protein that mimics the taste and
texture of fat, which can be added to
a range of foods from cakes to cheese.
We are all lured, of course, by the
“protein promise”, namely that it will
fill us up and leave us lean. Do we
need as much as is being pushed?
If we are to believe the claims of the

growing band of paleo dieters, who
put emphasis on eating prehistoric-
type proteins, and celebrity trainers
who recommend protein shakes and
bars to boost muscle tone, it seems
difficult to believe that most of us
wouldn’t benefit from more. It’s hard
to find a celebrity (from Gwyneth
Paltrow and Jennifer Aniston to Hugh
Jackman) who doesn’t extol the virtues
of protein. Then there are the studies
that show how it is protein and not
carbohydrate foods that fill us up,
leaving us less likely to binge.

Protein
Staple foods with
added protein may
stop hunger pangs,
but they could also
pile on the pounds,
warns Peta Bee
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powder. In the long term, that
translates to a greater ratio of
lean muscle mass to body fat.
But for extra protein to have that

toning effect, you need to work out
like an athlete. The established links
with muscle tone and weight loss
exist only when exercise is brutal
and includes resistance work (weight
training) and aerobic work
(adding sprints).
“You can’t lose weight and get more

toned just by eating more protein,”
Quirke says. “You need to put your
muscles under physiological stress to
ensure your body needs additional
protein for the natural muscle-repair
process after a hard workout.” In short,
a gentle yoga class does not justify
packing in protein afterwards.
Two slices of high-protein bread can

contain 250 calories, almost 100 more
than regular bread. A high-protein
chocolate biscuit might fill you up
more than a Maryland chocolate-
chip cookie, but it will also provide
as much as 350 calories.
Protein contains four calories per

gram (the same as carbohydrate).
Eat too many trendy protein-
packed foods and “there’s no
doubt you will gain weight if you
are not increasing the intensity
and frequency of exercise”, says
Jennifer Low, of the British
Dietetic Association.
“Although the risks of too

much protein aren’t completely
proven yet, there’s a possibility
it causes kidney problems in

some as the kidney is overloaded
trying to excrete it.” The answer is
to eat protein in its natural form
from whole foods, as “isolating it
and adding it back to food isn’t the
best way of consuming it”.
An extra dose can be useful for

people over 50 who are prone to
loss of muscle mass through ageing
— a condition called sarcopenia —
but even then, an additional daily
dose of 25g of protein is all that’s
needed. “Protein products are a part
of a hugely aspirational market,”
Marber says. “But for the average
person going to the gym a few
times a week, it really is pointless
trying to eat more.”

with everything: a diet craze takes off
CAMERAPRESS

0MuscleFood chocolate-chip cookie (319 calories)
0Maryland cookie (51 calories)

0 Sour cream protein bites (146 calories per pack)
0 Quavers (51 calories per pack)

0 Dr Zak’s high protein pasta (396 calories per 100g)
0 Asda pasta twirls (346 calories per 100g)

0WheyHey strawberry ice cream (177 calories per tub)
0 Solero ice lolly (104 calories)

0 2 slices Dr Zak’s high protein bread (302 calories)
0 2 slices wholemeal bread (164 calories)

0 Oomf high-protein muesli (426 calories per 100g)
0 Alpen no-added-sugar muesli (375 calories per 100g)

0Muscle milk chocolate (189 calories per serving)
0 Nesquik chocolate milk (160 calories per serving)

0 PowerBar protein plus (175 calories)
0Milky Way (118 calories)

How the calories compare

“Protein slows down the release of
carbs into the bloodstream,” says the
independent nutritionist Ian Marber.
“Adding it lowers the glycemic index
of a food so that it is more satiating.”
And manufacturers have seized on the
trend to add it anywhere they can.
You can start the day with a

Powerful Yogurt that has 20g of added
protein and follow the morning
workout with some Muscle Milk or
a bottle of Upbeat, a high-protein
dairy drink. You can also snack on a
MuscleFoods chocolate-chip cookie,
said to be packed with as much protein
as two chicken breasts and marketed
at those fighting the flab.
Even bread and pasta are now

available in higher-protein versions.
A £5 protein bread by Dr Zak’s, made
with pea and wheat protein and sold
by Ocado, is said to contain seven
times as much protein as a normal loaf
and the Livlife bread sold in Waitrose
has 50 per cent fewer carbs than a
regular loaf. Even artisan bakeries
such as The Bread Shop are selling
high-protein loaves, packed with soya
and seeds. Products such as Dr Zak’s
High Protein Pasta and CiaoCarb
ProtoPasta, contain only 7g of carbs
but 30g of protein per 50g serving.
Companies such as Kellogg’s,

Pepsico and General Mills are all
looking to launch protein-oriented
products in the next year. In the US,
where the number of foods and drinks
carrying a high-protein claim is almost
three times higher than anywhere else,
it has almost become ridiculous, with
even sugar-packed Cheerios
containing added protein.

Yet guidelines suggest that we need
a daily intake of about 1g of protein for
every kilogram of our bodyweight to
stay healthy. That’s between 45-70g
a day for a UK adult or, as Sioned
Quirke, a spokesperson for the
British Dietetic Association, puts
it, “Two to three portions a day of fish,
dairy food, beans and pulses or grains
such as quinoa will be about right.”
In fact, the average intake is

88g a day for men; 64g for
women. “While we could all
do with getting a bit more
than the bare minimum
recommended,” says Marber,
“this notion we all need to get
huge amounts of it is overblown.”
So where has the idea come

from? Bodybuilders have relied on
protein products for years to bulk up
muscles and reduce body fat and the
message has filtered down to the rest
of us that it matters when it comes to
weight. Among the most popular
added protein ingredients are soy and
whey powder, which is made when the
watery leftover liquid from milk is
commercially dried. Whey powder
comes in different forms but whey
isolate, the type used in many of the
latest “functional” foods, has
produced the most positive results.
In one study, a team from the

University of Nottingham measured
the rate of muscle building in a group
of young men who ate 15g of whey
protein at rest or 24 hours after a
weight-training session. Results
showed that when they lifted light or
heavy weights, muscle building
increased after they ate the whey
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You can’t
lose weight
and get
toned just
by eating
more
protein

Jennifer
Aniston, Hugh
Jackman
and Gwyneth
Paltrow —
all use high-
protein diets
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Karl Albrecht
Thrifty billionaire tycoon who founded the no-frills Aldi supermarket chain in his mother’s grocery store and was notoriously reclusive

Karl, left, and Theo Albrecht belonged to “the generation who created
the economic wonder years”. Right: the family shop in Essen in 1930

With his brother Theo, Karl Albrecht
founded the no-frills supermarket Aldi
in their mother’s grocery store in the
bombed-out ruins of Essen in Ger-
many. It made him the richest man in
his country and one of the wealthiest in
the world. The chain now has 10,000
stores worldwide, with an estimated
revenue of £29 billion in 2013, and 500
shops in Britain. Albrecht’s net worth
was £15 billion.

Like the rest of his family, he was no-
toriously reclusive, living unostenta-
tiously in the Ruhr valley. Walking
around his stores, he went unnoticed by
customers. He had a distaste for inter-
views and publicity. A local newspaper
once organised a light aircraft to try to
track down his home; one photo-
grapher spent two weeks living in his
car for a fleeting image of the brothers.
Senior executives at Aldi claimed not to
have met the pair, and the family were
once described by Forbes magazine as
“more reclusive than the yeti”.

The chain’s spartan, pared-down
stores were reflected in the businesslike
simplicity of its name, a shortening of
“Albrecht Discount”. The ethos re-
flected the brothers’ zeal for thrift and
hard work. “Our only consideration
when we are working out a product’s
price is how cheaply we can sell it,”Karl
Albrecht once said.

Karl Albrecht was the older of the
brothers by two years. He was born in a
working-class suburb ofEssen in the in-

dustrial Ruhr region in 1920. His father
was a coal miner and a part-time baker
but was taken ill with emphysema. The
boys grew up in great poverty —Karl
recalled nearly dying of tuberculosis
aged five —but they were spared a life
in the pits after their mother found the
money to buy a small grocer’s shop to
provide for her family. Karl worked in
the delicatessen and as a teenager
would tow a wagon through the neigh-
bourhood’s streets selling buns with
Theo (obituary, August 2, 2010).

The two boys both served in the Ger-
man army. As a soldier on the Eastern
Front, Karl was badly wounded in the
leg but had to march for a week through
the snow to escape the advancing Red
Army and avoid the German field
police, who were trying to send the
wounded back to the front. Theo,
meanwhile, served in Rommel’s Afrika
Korps and was taken prisoner by the
Americans. After the war the pair re-
turned to Essen to take over their
mother’s shop. The city — the home to
the Krupp armament works — was vir-
tually destroyed by Allied bombing
raids but her store survived.

Tens of thousands of residents had
been made homeless and existed by
bartering goods. The brothers sold
milk, bread and butter as cheaply as
possible as the city struggled to recover.
However, with the introduction of the
Deutschmark in 1948 business was
transformed. Within a decade the Al-
brechts had expanded to four locations.
They were determined to remain finan-
cially independent and drove self-ser-
vice innovations which set the brand

apart. There was no shelving and little
spent on glossy advertising. Products
were sold direct from the cardboard
boxes in which they arrived. Customers
brought their own shopping bags.

By 1960 the brothers had 300 stores
and Aldi became a German institution.
Seventy five per cent of German house-
holds are estimated to shop regularly
there. The format remained simple and
repetitive: industrial-style buildings
that would be as maintenance-free as
possible; minimal staff on the floors;
andasmall rangeof lines (nomore than
2,000) — cereals, baked beans and
bread — sold at prices lower than other
stores. “Best quality at the best price”
was their philosophy.

This cost-cutting sent shockwaves
through Sainsbury’s, Tesco and Asda
when Aldi opened its first store in Brit-
ain — in Stechford, Birmingham — in
1990. Aldi sold only 500 lines com-
pared with 12,000 at Sainsbury’s. “No-
where in Birmingham can you get sug-

ar for less than 59p a kilo,” said
one of their first customers.
“Here it is 53p.” The chain
oncecausedariot selling low-
price PCs. During the 2009
recession Aldi sales in-
creased in one month by 20
per cent; plans to increase its
size to 1,500 stores in Britain
were driven by middle-class
customers flocking to buy
Aldi’s own-brands, from gin
to beauty serum. However,
the company often faced
claims of aggression fuelled
by its obsessive secrecy and
its owners’ preoccupation
with privacy. Aldi does not
publish annual accounts.

The family’s reclusiveness was sealed
in 1971 when Theo was kidnapped for 17
days. He was freed after a ransom of
nearly £1 million was paid. It was a trau-
matic experience for Karl Albrecht,
who had to come up with half the ran-

som. After his release Theo retreated to
the German island of Fohr and was said
to travel in an armoured car. Both
brothers retired from operational busi-
ness in the 1990s but remained heavily
involved in Aldi’s affairs. Karl Al-

brecht’s two children retain ownership
through a family trust. He had a son,
Karl Junior, who helped to build the US
chain but has had cancer, and a daugh-
ter, Beate. His wife of 67 years, Mia, died
in 2013.

A devout Catholic, Karl Albrecht was
described — by the few who met him
— as a quiet, watchful man. He lived in
the Essen suburb of Bredeney in a
house lined with Expressionist paint-
ings. In an interview there with the
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung in 2011
— the first time he really allowed a
journalist in — he described how he
had always seen himself as an outsider.

He recalled the determination that
characterised the first years of postwar
business. “Yes, I wanted to expand,” he
said, “however much they (the competi-
tion) cursedme, Iwanted toexpand.”He
added: “What you have to achieve is that
the customer believes there’s nowhere
cheaper to shop.” Fierce competition
with its cost-cutting German rival Lidl
had kept Aldi on its toes, he said. “With-
out Lidl, we’d have gone to sleep.”

Wolfgang Joop, a German fashion
designer, said of the brothers: “They be-
longed to that postwar generation of
successful people who created the eco-
nomic wonder years and who vowed
never to be poor again.”

Office memos were re-used and pen-
cil stubs kept. Karl Albrecht recalled
once making a three-week cycle tour
with his brother in which, to save

money, they bolted their two bikes to-
gether to make a tandem — and after
the trip separated them.

In 1961 they disagreed over the sale of
cigarettes and split the company in two.
Karl Albrecht ran Aldi Sud, responsible
for the more profitable British, Amer-
ican and Australian operations, and
Theo ran Aldi Nord, covering mainland
Europe. The move was dubbed the “Al-
di equator”. The brothers consulted

over weekly golf.
Karl was a huge-

keen golfer; he
ayed every

Tuesday and
could not be con-
tacted by the
company. He also
grew orchids and
liked to read biog-
raphies and
memoirs, includ-
ing one about
Churchill.

His great ex-
travagance was to
build a luxury
hotel and golf
course in the Black
Forest. One of the
staff said: “He
would sit in the res-
taurant and drink a
beer and talk to the

other guests like any ordinary person.
They had no idea who he was.”

Karl Albrecht, co-founder of Aldi, was
born on February 20, 1920. He died on
July 16, 2014, aged 94

Products were sold from
boxes and customers
brought their own bags

WIRTSCHAFTSWOCHE, GETTY

Competition kept Aldi
on its toes: ‘Without Lidl
we’d have gone to sleep’

ar for less than 59p a kilo,” said
one of their first customers.
“Here it is 53p.” The chain
once caused a riot selling low-
price PCs. During the 2009
recession Aldi sales in-
creased in one month by 20
per cent; plans to increase its
size to 1,500 stores in Britain
were driven by middle-class
customers flocking to buy
Aldi’s own-brands, from gin
to beauty serum. However,
the company often faced
claims of aggression fuelled
by its obsessive secrecy and
its owners’ preoccupation
with privacy. Aldi does not
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raphies and
memoirs, includ-
ing one about
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beer and talk to the

other guests like any ordinary person.
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The Rev Dr John Hughes
Influential Cambridge theologian and academic tipped for high office in the Church of England who died in a car crash

Hughes loved to tell freshers how he once fell into a 6ft hole while deep in thought and a college porter had to rescue him

JohnHughes, the highly popular Dean
of Chapel and Chaplain at Jesus
College, Cambridge, was recognised by
his peers as one of the most significant
Anglican thinkers of his generation.
In a speech to the General Synod of

the Church of England after Hughes’s
death in a car crash, the Bishop of Cov-
entry, the Right Rev Dr Christopher
Cocksworth, said he had been on the
point ofnominatingHughes, at only 35,
to the Faith and Order Advisory Com-
mission of the General Synod — the
senior theological body in the Church.
An expert on Anglican social

thought, Hughes helped the church to
play its role in the public sphere.Hewas
noted for his ability to speak in an
“accessible” way and regularly shared
platforms with politicians such as Lord
Myners and the Liberal Democrat MP
Sarah Teather, and with political theo-
rists such as Robert (Lord) Skidelsky.
He touched the lives of hundreds of

students as a supervisor across the uni-
versity, a lecturer in theology and the
leader of pastoral care at Jesus College.
All who knew him commented on his
intelligence, affability and childlike
sense of humour. Students recalled
how his “boyish cheekiness” shone
through in his Doctor Who-themed
sermons or in the choir’s sponsored
run, undertaken in cassocks.
Hughes died onhisway back froman

ordination, driving to a First Mass —
just two of many such events in his

diary this year. He would travel the
length of the country for a wedding,
baptism, funeral or confirmation.
JohnHughes was born in 1978 in Ex-

eter, the only child of Hywel and Janet
Hughes, a hospital engineer and a sec-
retary, who survive him. He grew up in
thenearby village ofKenton.His father
was Welsh and only Wales rivalled the
West Country in his affections.
As a youth he attended Dawlish

Community College then read theo-
logy and religious studies at Jesus
College, Cambridge, and obtained a
first; a third-year undergraduate essay
was published as his first academic
paper in Modern Theology. A theolo-
gian might aspire to this at some stage;
Hughes was writing at that level from
the start. After a year at Merton

College, Oxford, he returned to
Cambridge, to Emmanuel College, to
work on a PhD on theological under-
standings of labour and train for the
Anglican ministry at Westcott House.
A curacy near his birthplace in Exeter
followed with ordination as a deacon
and as a priest, after which he returned
to Cambridge, and to Jesus College, as
Chaplain in 2009. He soon became
Dean and was elected to a fellowship.
Once, while walking through the

college court deep in thought, he fell
into a 6ft hole. A college porter rescued
himandheescapedwithonlyminor in-
juries— a tale he loved to tell to all the
freshers, whom he always made an
effort to get to know, not least through
“Dean’s drinks”, welcoming new
students to the college in his

Devonshire way with cider and
cream tea. While intellectually mature
beyondhis years, henever lost a certain
sense of fun. His enthusiasm for The
MuppetShow remainedamystery tohis
friends, andheonce gave a brilliant talk
at Merton College, Oxford, on the
metaphysics and politics of John Wy-
cliffe. He delivered the lecture dressed
as Wycliffe, complete with false beard,
and removed the college’s portrait of
the proto-reformer, for use as a prop.
The prankmight have cost him a sharp
reprimandhadhenot beenheld in such
high esteem.
His commitment to the Christian

faith began as a child, when he pulled
down a copy of the Book of Common
Prayer from his parents’ bookshelves.
He loved the Church of England

profoundly. He stood in a lineage of
Anglo-Catholicism that looked back
before the Reformation for its cultural
and theological bearings, rather than
to Rome, but he was a committed
ecumenist.
Central to his intellectual outlook

was a disdain for lazy associations and
divisions that he considered unhelpful
and limiting. For instance, he combined
left-wingpoliticswithanadmiration for
the Queen that could only properly be
called devotion.Moreover, hewas on to
“Blue Labour” developments in British
politics well ahead of the curve.
Contemporary Church of England
assumptions that the parish systemwas
yesterday’snewsangeredhim.Hisprac-
tical outlook was grounded in the con-
viction that Godworks through culture

and matter, and people and places:
“Grace perfects nature”, as Thomas
Aquinas put it. As such he was an
“integralist”, to use his favourite theo-
logical word: whether that meant turn-
ing to both the Greek Fathers and
Latin Fathers, or his enthusiasm for
Radiohead and the Killers alongside
Palestrina and Ralph Vaughan
Williams.
These instincts led him to join up

with a group of theologians working in
Cambridgewhenhewas anundergrad-
uate: the approach of the group was
later to be known as “Radical Ortho-
doxy” (after the title of their collection
of essays). The three editors of this
volume remained friends and
colleagues: John Milbank, Graham
Ward, and Catherine Pickstock, who
was to be his PhD supervisor.
At one stage Hughes sported

an intriguing T-shirt bearing the
injunction “Liturgically Consummate
your Philosophy” — a reference to the
subtitle of Pickstock’s newly published
AfterWriting. Amonghisotherworkhe
edited The Unknown God: Sermons
Responding to the New Atheists (2013),
and was the author of The Politics of
Forgiveness: A Theological Exploration
of King Lear.
Pastoral work, however, always took

priority over reading, writing or teach-
ing. He would be up at any hour in the
night to see someone inneed, andnever
sawthisasan intrusion.Hecouldeffort-

lessly have gone on to hold some high
office, either in the church or in the uni-
versity. He certainly did not hanker
after fame or wealth: as his means
increased, all that really changed was
the purchase of more and better wine
forwhen friends called round—and, as
only thoseclosest tohimcouldknow,he
gave even more of his income away.
There was always a Beatrice to his

Dante, and he hoped to marry, but he
had no partner at the time of his death.
More than 1,000 people attended his
funeral Mass at Ely Cathedral.

The Rev Dr John Hughes, Dean of
Chapel and Chaplain, Jesus College,
Cambridge, was born on December 13,
1978. He died in a car crash on June 29,
2014, aged 35

Marty Thau
Music mogul who discovered the New York Dolls, recorded with the Ramones and co-produced Blondie’s debut single
WhenMartyThau discovered theNew
York Dolls, by his own admission he
couldnotdecide “if theywere thegreat-
est group I’d ever seen or theworst”.He
concluded that the question was irrele-
vant: they were different, striking and
exciting enough to turn popular music
on its head. Thau became theirmanag-
er and the group went on to inspire the
punk movement.
Thau — whose name rhymed

with the Chinese communist
leader and was widely known in
the business as “Chairman Thau”
— also played a pivotal role in
launching the careers of
the Ramones, Blondie
and Suicide.
When he stumbled

upon the New York
Dolls playing at the
Mercer Arts Centre
in Greenwich Vil-
lage after having

dinner with his wife, Betty, one night in
1972, Thau was already a music indus-
try veteran with a decade-long record
as a promoter, manager and producer.
Inhis unpublishedmemoir, he recalled:
“Ihadnever seenorheardanything like
this bunch of roguish scoundrels, who
mademost everyone else in the world’s

rock’n’roll spotlight look tame.”
Their songs were “loud and
hard ghetto music about girls,
sex, drugs, loneliness, heart-
break and the rites of teenage
romance”. Thau was equally
taken with the way the band
looked, “decked out in leather

and leopard skin with bouf-
fant hairdos, black nail
polish, lipstick, six-
inch platform boots,
chopped jeans, feath-
er boas, armbands
and pantyhose”. He
brought them to

London, where they opened for Rod
Stewart and the Faces atWembley Are-
na. The trip was marred by tragedy
when theDolls’s drummer,BillyMurcia,
drowned inabathtubafter takingadrug
overdose. The death, however, only
added to the group’s notoriety and after
a bidding war they signed to Mercury
Records. Thau continued managing
themuntil 1975whenheresigned inpro-

testat thegroup’scontinuedandcopious
drugabuse.Hehandedoverhisanarchic
charges to future Sex Pistols impresario
Malcolm McLaren.
Thau’s next discoverywas theRamo-

nes, with whomhe recorded the demos
of I Wanna Be Your Boyfriend and Judy
Is a Punk. The following year he
co-produced X Offender, the debut
single by Blondie, and in 1977 he

oversaw the first album by Suicide,
which he released on his own Red Star
label. Thau brought the duo to Britain
where their avant-garde minimalism
was not appreciated by fans of Elvis
Costello and the Clash; at one gig in
Glasgow an axe was thrown on stage.
Yet Suicide went on to become one of
the most influential groups of the era.
Martin Thau was born in the Bronx

in 1938. After studying at New York
University, he briefly joined the adver-
tising department of Billboard maga-
zine and left to manage Tony Orlando
(who was going out with his cousin). In
1970 he set up the production company
Inherit, with Van Morrison and John
Cale among his clients. He is survived
byhisdaughter,LeslieBernard, a tennis
coach based in Virginia.

Marty Thau, music executive, was born
on December 7, 1938. He died of renal
failure on February 13, 2014, aged 75

His enthusiasm for The
Muppet Show remained
a mystery to his friends

Thau, below, stumbled upon the New York Dolls playing in Greenwich Village
”

tak
loo

br

He combined left-wing
politics with admiration
for the Queen
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Television & Radio/Announcements

Today’s television

Today’s radio

BBC ONE
6.00am Breakfast 9.15 Heir Hunters
10.00 Homes Under the Hammer
11.00 Animal SOS 11.30 Street
Patrol UK 12.15pm Bargain Hunt
1.00 BBC News 1.30 BBC Regional
News 1.45 Doctors 2.15 Perfection
3.00 Escape to the Country 3.45
Wanted Down Under 4.30 Flog It!
5.15 Pointless 6.00 BBC News
6.30 BBC Regional News 7.00 The
One Show 7.30 EastEnders 8.00
Holby City 9.00 Crimewatch 10.00
BBC News 10.25 BBC Regional
News; Weather 10.35 Crimewatch
Update 10.45 Sir Chris Hoy: How to
Win Gold 11.45 John Bishop’s
Australia 12.50am-6.00 BBC News

BBC TWO
6.05am Homes Under the Hammer
7.05 Animal SOS 7.35 Street Patrol
UK 8.20 Sign Zone 10.35 HARDtalk
11.00 BBC News 11.30 BBC World
News 12.00 Daily Politics 1.00pm
The Super League Show 2.00 FILM:
Yellowstone Kelly (1959) Western
with Clint Walker and John Russell
3.30 The Hairy Bikers’ Food Tour of
Britain 4.15 Natural World: Chimps
of the Lost Gorge 5.15 Vintage
Antiques Roadshow 6.00 Eggheads
6.30 Flog It! Trade Secrets 7.00
Antiques Road Trip 8.00 Hive
Alive 9.00 Coast 10.00 The Sarah
Millican Television Programme
10.30 Newsnight 11.20 Clothes to
Die For 12.20am-1.20 Sign Zone:
A Cabbie Abroad — Canada

ITV London
6.00am Good Morning Britain 8.30
Lorraine 9.25 The Jeremy Kyle
Show 10.30 This Morning 12.30pm
Let’s Do Lunch with Gino & Mel 1.30
ITV News; Weather 2.00 The
Speakmans 3.00 Dickinson’s Real
Deal 4.00 Tipping Point 5.00 The
Chase 6.00 Regional News 6.30 ITV
News; Weather 7.00 Emmerdale
8.00 Love Your Garden 9.00 56 Up
10.00 ITV News at Ten 10.30
Regional News 10.40 The Chase
11.40 Tales from Northumberland
with Robson Green 12.10am
Jackpot247 3.00 The Jeremy Kyle
Show USA 3.40 ITV Nightscreen
4.15 Britain’s Best Bakery
5.05-6.00 The Jeremy Kyle Show

Channel 4
6.00am Countdown 6.45 3rd Rock
from the Sun 7.35 King of Queens
8.00 Everybody Loves Raymond
9.00 Frasier 10.00 Undercover Boss
USA 11.00 Come Dine with Me:
Ireland 12.00 News 12.05pm Come
Dine with Me: Ireland 1.40 Four in a
Bed 2.40 Countdown 3.30 Deal or
No Deal 4.30 Ultimate Dealer 5.00
Couples Come Dine with Me 6.00
The Simpsons 6.30 Hollyoaks
7.00 Channel 4 News 8.00 Kirstie’s
Fill Your House for Free

9.00 Undercover Boss. Oxfam CEO
Mark Goldring goes undercover at
the charity 10.00 Utopia 11.05
Royal Marines Commando School
12.05am Ramsay’s Kitchen
Nightmares USA 1.00 KOTV Boxing
Weekly 1.30 Trans World Sport
2.25 The Grid 2.55 FIM World
Superbike Championship 3.25
British GT Championship 3.50
SuperScrimpers 4.00 River Cottage
Veg 4.55 Kirstie’s Vintage Gems
5.10-6.00 Deal or No Deal

Sky1
6.00am Glee 7.00 Dog the Bounty
Hunter 8.00 Futurama 10.00 NCIS:
Los Angeles 2.00pm The Simpsons
3.00 Glee 4.00 Futurama 5.00 The
Simpsons 5.30 Futurama 6.30 The
Simpsons 8.00 Modern Family 9.00
An Idiot Abroad 2 10.00 Glee 11.00
24: Live Another Day 12.00 NCIS:
Los Angeles. Double bill 2.00am
Brit Cops: Zero Tolerance 3.00
Road Wars 4.00 Stargate Atlantis
5.00-6.00 Airline USA

BBC World
6.00am BBC World News 6.30
World Business Report 6.45 BBC
World News 7.30 World Business
Report 7.45 BBC World News 8.30
World Business Report 8.45 BBC
World News 9.30 HARDtalk 10.00
BBC World News 10.30 World
Business Report 10.45 Sport Today
11.00 BBC World News 12.00 GMT
1.00pm BBC World News 1.30
World Business Report 1.45 Sport
Today 2.00 Impact 3.30 HARDtalk
4.00 Global 5.30 World Business
Report 5.45 Sport Today 6.00
Outside Source 6.30 Focus on
Africa 7.00 World News Today with
Zeinab Badawi 8.30 World Business
Report 8.45 Sport Today 9.00
Business Edition with Tanya Beckett
9.30 HARDtalk 10.00 BBC World
News America 11.00 Newsday 11.30
Asia Business Report 11.45 Sport
Today 12.00 Newsday 12.30am Asia
Business Report 12.45 Sport Today
1.00 Newsday 1.30 Asia Business
Report 1.45 Sport Today 2.00 BBC
World News 2.30 Asia Business
2.45 Sport Today 3.00 BBC World
News 3.30 Asia Business 3.45 Sport
Today 4.00 BBC World News 4.30
HARDtalk 5.00 BBC World News
5.30 World Business Report
5.45-6.00 BBC World News

Sky Sports 1
6.00am Good Morning Sports Fans
9.00 Game Changers 10.00 Soccer
AM: The Best Bits 11.00 Premiership
Years 1.00pm Football’s Greatest
1.30 Football’s Greatest Managers
2.00 Football’s Greatest Teams
2.30 Football Gold 3.00
Premiership Years 5.00 Football
Gold 6.00 Sporting Heroes: Gary
Newbon Interviews Phil Taylor

7.00 Live Darts. The World
Matchplay. The opening four
second-round matches at the
Winter Gardens in Blackpool 11.30
Sporting Heroes: Gary Newbon
Interviews Phil Taylor 12.30am
Football Gold 1.00 Premiership
Years 3.00 Football’s Greatest
3.30 Football’s Greatest Managers
4.00 Football’s Greatest Teams
4.30-6.00 Football Gold

Sky Sports 2
6.00am Sky Sports Classics 7.00
Test Cricket 8.00 Test Cricket: The
Verdict 9.00 Time of Our Lives
10.00 Sporting Heroes: Peter Reid
Interviews Allan Lamb 11.00 Test
Cricket 12.00 Test Cricket: The
Verdict 1.00pm Time of Our Lives
2.00 Sporting Heroes: Phil Tufnell
Interviews Tony Adams 3.00 Test
Cricket 4.00 Test Cricket: The
Verdict 5.00 Cricket Classic 6.00
Live T20 Blast Cricket: Essex Eagles
v Hampshire 10.00 Super League
Backchat 10.30 Sporting Heroes:
Phil Tufnell Interviews Tony Adams
11.30 Super League Backchat 12.00
T20 Blast Cricket 4.00am Sporting
Heroes: Peter Reid Interviews
Allan Lamb 5.00 Super League
Backchat 5.30-6.00 Cricket Classic

Sky Sports 3
6.00am Uefa Champions League
Highlights 7.00 WWE: Afterburn
8.00 Super League Full Time 9.00
Uefa Champions League Highlights
9.30 Surf Unleashed 10.00 ATP
Tennis 11.00 Racing News 11.30 Surf
Unleashed 12.00 Super League
Full Time 1.00pm Darts. The World
Matchplay 5.00 WWE: Smackdown
7.00 Irish Tarmac Rally
Championship 8.00 Sporting Greats
9.00 Red Bull Air Race 10.00
Premier League Poker 11.00 Irish
Tarmac Rally Championship 12.00
Sports Unlimited 1.00am Premier
League Poker 2.00 Super League
Full Time 3.00 Super League Gold
5.00-6.00 Sports Unlimited

British Eurosport
7.30am Show Jumping 8.30
Fencing 10.30 Speedway 11.30
Cycling: Tour de France 1.00pm
Cycling: LeMond on Tour Live. Greg
LeMond gives his view on the 101st
staging of the Tour de France 1.15
Live Cycling: Tour de France. Stage
16 from Carcassonne to Bagneres-
de-Luchon 4.45 Live Uefa Euro
Under-19s Championship Football:
Germany v Serbia (Kick-off 5.00)
6.55 Watts 7.15 Live Uefa Euro
Under-19s Championship Football:
Portugal v Hungary (Kick-off 7.30)
8.00 Speedway 9.30 World
Rallycross Championship 10.30
European Rally Championship
11.00 Cycling: Tour de France
12.00-12.30am Cycling

Radio 4
5.30am News 5.43 Prayer 5.45
Farming Today 5.58 Tweet (r) 6.00
Today 8.31 (LW) Yesterday in
Parliament 9.00 The Life Scientific
9.30 One to One 9.45 (LW) Daily
Service 9.45 Book of the Week
10.00 Woman’s Hour 11.00 Shared
Planet 11.30 Roots, Reggae and
Rebellion 12.00 News 12.01pm (LW)
Shipping 12.04 Call You and Yours
1.00 World at One 1.45 Plants: From
Roots to Riches 2.00 The Archers
(r) 2.15 Afternoon Drama (r) 3.00
Making History 3.30 Into the Abyss
(r) 4.00 Word of Mouth 4.30 A
Good Read 4.55 1914: Day by Day
5.00 PM 5.54 (LW) Shipping 6.00
News 6.30 Life: An Idiot’s Guide
7.00 The Archers 7.15 Front Row
7.45 The Pursuits of Darleen Fyles
8.00 Kurdistan: A State of
Uncertainty 8.40 In Touch 9.00
Inside Health 9.30 Life Scientific (r)
10.00 World Tonight 10.45 Book at
Bedtime 11.00 Infinite Monkey Cage
(r) 11.30 Today in Parliament
12.30am Book of the Week (r)
12.48 Shipping 1.00 As BBC World
Service 5.20-5.30 Shipping

BBC World Service
5.00am Newsday 8.30 Business
Daily 8.50 Witness 9.00 News 9.06
The Documentary 9.30 Discovery
10.00 World Update 11.00 News
11.06 Outside Source 12.00 News
12.06pm Outlook 1.00 Newshour
2.00 Newshour 3.00 News 3.06
Business Daily 3.30 The
Documentary 4.00 The Newsroom
4.30 Sport Today 5.00 The
Newsroom 5.30 World Business
Report 6.00 World Have Your Say
7.00 The Newsroom 7.30 Click.
Technological news 8.00 News 8.06
The Documentary 8.30 World
Business Report 8.50 From Our
Own Correspondent 9.00
Newshour. The stories behind the
latest headlines 10.00 News 10.06
Outlook. Perspectives on important
issues 11.00 News 11.06 The
Newsroom 11.30 World Business
Report 12.00 The Newsroom
12.20am Sports News 12.30 The
Documentary 1.00 News 1.06
Business Matters 2.00 The
Newsroom 2.30 Click 3.00 News
3.06 Outlook 4.00 Newsday
4.30-5.00 The Documentary

Radio 3
6.30am Breakfast 9.00 Essential
Classics 12.00 Composer of the
Week: Leos Janácek 1.00pm News
1.02 Radio 3 Lunchtime Concert. In
the first of this week’s four piano
recitals recorded in Dublin and
Belfast, Ronald Brautigam plays
Mendelssohn’s Variations Sérieuses
and Schumann’s Kreisleriana 2.00
Afternoon on 3. David Zinman and
the Tonhalle Orchestra, Zurich, play
Beethoven and Strauss in a journey
across central Europe, and Julia
Fischer is the soloist in Dvorák’s
Violin Concerto in A minor 4.30
In Tune. Sean Rafferty presents a
selection of music and news from
the arts world 6.30 Live BBC Proms
2014. Strauss’s Der Rosenkavalier,
from the Royal Albert Hall.
Glyndebourne’s new music director
Robin Ticciati conducts an
international cast led by the
soprano Kate Royal 11.00 Late
Junction. Max Reinhardt and Nick
Luscombe with highlights from
Late Junction’s stage at Latitude
12.30am-6.30 Through the Night.
Bloch, Beethoven and Kurtág

Births, Marriages and Deaths the times.co.uk/announcements
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Games

Today’s deal from the European
Championships is a personal
favourite. It illustrates a basic prin-
ciple: make the pressure play as
early as possible.

Trick one went ♥2, ♥4, ♥7
(good play from East), ♥Q.
Without even leading out one top
trump, at trick two declarer
advanced the queen of diamonds.

You can hardly blame West for
covering the queen with the king.
But now the defence was sunk.
Declarer won dummy’s ace and
ruffed a diamond (with the two of
spades). He now cashed the ace-
king of spades, with any easy ride
ahead should both opponents have
followed. No – West discarded (a
club) on the second spade.

At least it was East, sitting under
declarer, with the long trumps,
(♠1086 under ♠QJ9, “coupable”).
Declarer crossed to the king of
hearts and led the jack of dia-
monds, praying for both oppo-
nents to follow. They did (declarer
throwing a club from hand).

Declarer was now in the delight-
ful position of being able to lead
good diamonds through East. If
East ruffed (at any point), declarer
could overruff, draw East’s trumps,
cross back to dummy’s other top
heart, then continue with dia-
monds. If East discarded on all
three diamonds, declarer’s two
remaining clubs then heart could
be discarded, leaving ♠QJ9 over
East’s ♠1086. Either way – 13 tricks
and slam made plus one.

Let’s go back to trick two.
Declarer’s queen of diamonds lead
was the pressure play, hoping for a
“he who hesitates is lost” position

on West. Declarer was likely going
to rise with dummy’s ace if West
followed with a smooth low dia-
mond (and go down).

Interestingly, though, West beats
6♠ if he plays low on the queen of
diamonds – even if he thinks for
ages to give away possession of the
king. [In other words, he who hesi-
tates is not necessarily lost].
Declarer can run the queen, but
now lacks the entries to set up and
play diamonds through East.

andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 6♠ , Opening Lead: ♥2

Dealer: South, Vulnerability: Neither

N
W E

S

1♠ Pass(1) 2♦ Pass
3♠ Pass 4♠(2) Pass
5♣(3) Pass 5♦(4) Pass
5♠(5) Pass 6♠(6) End

(1) Close to a take-out double (better than
2♣), but you can’t fight the spade suit.
(2) 3NT looks dicey without a club stopper.
(3) Cue bid, showing (normally) ♣A (or
perhaps ♣K or a singleton), looking for a
spade slam. South prefers this route to
Blackwood, because he has two heart losers
(there may be enough – three – aces, yet
the partnership might be missing ♥AK).
(4) Return ace-showing cue bid.
(5) Flagging his heart weakness.
(6) Hearts controlled.

S W N E

♠108654
♥107
♦984
♣1082

Teams ♠3
♥AK94
♦AJ6532
♣76

♠AKQJ92
♥Q53
♦Q
♣KJ5

♠7
♥J862
♦K107
♣AQ943

________
á DrDrgkD]
à0pD Dp0p]
ß D D DbD]
ÞD D D Dq]
Ý D G D D]
ÜDBD D $ ]
ÛP)PD ! )]
ÚDKD D $ ]
ÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈ

Winning Move

White to play. This position is from Pen-
rose-Hartston, British Championship,
Coventry 1970.
Here White played 1 Rg5 and eventually
won a long endgame. He could have
saved himself a lot of trouble with a dif-
ferent move here. Can you see it?

Grandmaster contenders

Yesterday I gave a win by David
Howell, the defending champion
in this year’s British Champion-
ship at Aberystwyth, which today
sees the fourth round being
played. From now until the end of
this week I shall be giving past
games by the remaining grand-
master contenders.

White: Simon Williams
Black: Mark Hebden
British Championship,
Torquay 2009
King’s Indian Defence

1 d4 Nf6 2 c4 g6 3 Nc3 Bg7 4 e4
d6 5 f4 0-0 6 Nf3

The so-called Four Pawns At-
tack against the King’s Indian
Defence is one of White’s most
overtly aggressive systems. The
plan, as exemplified to perfection
in this game, is to overwhelm
Black’s position with a gigantic
tsunami of White central pawns.
6 ... Na6

Although this eccentric devel-
opment of Black’s queen’s knight
has become popular I believe that
6 ... c5, immediately attacking the
white centre, is more consistent
and more efficacious.
7 Bd3 e5 8 fxe5 dxe5 9 d5

Far superior to any futile at-
tempt to cling on to a doubled
extra pawn after 9 dxe5.
9 ... c6 10 0-0 Nc5 11 Bc2 cxd5 12
cxd5 b6 13 b4 Nb7 14 Bg5 Qd6 15
a3 Bd7 16 Bd3

An innovation improving on
the game Rodriguez-Arizmendi,
Cala Galdana 2001 where White
inexplicably chose 16 Ba4. An
exchange of pieces alleviates

Black’s evident cramp hence the
text move is far superior. From
now on White exploits Black’s
lack of space and the unfortunate
retardation of his queen’s knight
with consummate skill.
16 ... Rfc8 17 Rc1 a5 18 Qb3

Of course White chooses to de-
fend his pawn on b4 to maintain
it on the square where it maxi-
mally restricts the manoeuvrabil-
ity of Black’s knight currently
stuck on the b7-square.
18 ... axb4 19 axb4 Nh5

A harmless diversion which
does nothing to challenge White’s
central and queenside grip.
20 Nb5 Qf8 21 Nc7 Rab8 22 Ba6
Nf4 23 Bxf4 exf4
________

á 4rD 1kD]
àDnHbDpgp]
ßB0 D DpD]
ÞD DPD D ]
Ý ) DP0 D]
ÜDQD DND ]
Û D D DP)]
ÚD $ DRI ]
ÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈ

24 e5
This thematic final push leaves

Black utterly helpless and vindi-
cates White’s strategy.
24 ... Bg4 25 d6 Rd8 26 Ng5 Rd7
27 Rxf4 Nxd6 28 exd6 Qxd6 29
Rxf7 Rxf7 30 Qxf7+ Kh8 31 Bc4
Qf6 32 Ne8 Black resigns

Games can be followed in real
time via the 2seeitlive link on the
header of The Times twitter feed
@times_chess. For regular updates
direct to your twitter account just
click on the “follow” button.

Bridge Andrew Robson Word Watching Paul Dunn

Irenic a. Of a Celtic language b. Understated
c. Promoting peace
Realgar a. A pigment b. A form of seaweed
c. A hybrid fish
Ord a. A science fiction monster b. To direct, command
c. Ghenghis Khan’s royal tent

Across
1 Civilian fighting force (7)
5 Long-barrelled gun (5)
8 Yellow fruit (5)
9 Throb (7)
10 Forced into bondage (8)
11 Bulbous plant (4)
13 Decoration (13)
16 Tree; part of the hand (4)

17 Patient, forbearing (8)
20 Public sign (7)
21 Boring tool (5)
22 Yorkshire city (5)
23 Queens, emperors, etc (7)

Down
1 French playwright (7)
2 Citrus fruits (5)
3 Long appendage (8)
4 Perfect state of neatness

(5-3,5)
5 Throw (a die or dice) (4)
6 Easily broken (7)
7 Mournful poem (5)
12 In an astute manner (8)
14 Short lyrical composition (7)
15 Completely (7)
16 One under instruction (5)
18 Spirit in The Tempest (5)
19 Young woman, girl (4)

Solution to Crossword 6458

T2 CROSSWORD No 6459

1 2 3 4 765

8 9

10 11

12

13 14 15

16 17 18

19

20 21

22 23

I M P L A U S I B L E
N A C I O R
S T R U T N E W P O R T
I I U G L S R
P A S S A B L E D I M E
I L E S V N
D O U B L E S P R E A D
N N Y P L S
E P I C V A L I D A T E
S T H R N R T
S E I Z U R E T I G H T

N G N E O E
G H O S T W R I T E R

Times Quick Crossword No 6459

Check today’s answers by ringing 09067 577188. Calls cost 77p per minute.

Polygon
From these letters, make
words of three or more
letters, always including
the central letter. Answers
must be in the Concise
Oxford Dictionary,
excluding capitalised
words, plurals, conjugated
verbs (past tense etc),
adverbs ending in LY,
comparatives and
superlatives.

How you rate
13 words, average; 18, good;
24, very good; 30, excellent

Yesterday’s answers
mort, most, mot, must, oust, out, rort,
rostrum, rot, roust, rout, rust, rut, smut, sort,
sot, storm, stour, strum, stum, tom, tor, torr,
torus, tour, tum, tumor

Word Watching answers

Irenic
(c) From Greek eirenikos.
Realgar
(a) From Arabic rahj al-ghar powder of the mine.
Ord
(c) See The Mongol Empire: Genghis Khan, his heirs and the
founding of modern China by John Man.

Winning Move solution

1Rxg6!hxg62Qxf7+Kh73Qg8+Kh64Qh8mate.

Chess Raymond Keene

Sudoku No 6690 Mild

1 5 2 8
6 1 9
3 6 2

8
9 1 2 7

7 9 3 6
6 2 9 5
7 3 4

9 7
Fill the grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits
1 to 9 Solutions tomorrow, yesterday’s solutions below

Killer No 3821 Moderate 7min

12 20 11 22 9

20 15 4

9 7 20

7 17 10

21 14 7

21 16 4 13 14 22 6 22

15 6 14

12 3 12

Fill the grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits
1 to 9. The digits within the cells joined by the dotted lines add up to the printed top
left hand figure.
Within each dotted line ‘shape’, a digit CANNOT be repeated.

Codeword No 2143

Numbers are substituted for letters in the crossword grid. Below the grid is the key.
Some letters are solved.Whenyouhave completedyour firstwordor phrase youwill
have theclues tomore letters.Enter themin thekeygridand themaingridandcheck
the letters on the alphabet list as you complete them.

I

I

S

S

C

C

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

17 24 10 19 19 26 25 15 5 15 15 16

24 2 18 23 10 20 10

7 4 5 2 5 18 22 22 2 3 7 21

17 26 25 14 18 25

17 18 25 11 12 15 10 25 10 4 21 2

26 15 18 22 22 15 20

18 23 15 25 17 2 11 14 2 4 8

9 2 6 18 7 21 11

7 11 15 11 1 7 2 22 6 11 15 21

16 12 8 11 6 10

3 25 15 1 7 15 24 24 15 10 25 4

15 25 25 26 15 11 13

5 2 11 22 7 11 10 11 21 14 16 10

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

Su Doku, Killer and Codeword solutions
1 6 9 8 3 2 4 5 7
3 8 5 6 4 7 1 2 9
2 7 4 5 9 1 6 3 8
7 1 3 2 5 9 8 6 4
9 5 8 1 6 4 2 7 3
4 2 6 3 7 8 5 9 1
8 3 1 7 2 5 9 4 6
6 4 2 9 1 3 7 8 5
5 9 7 4 8 6 3 1 2

4 9 7 8 1 3 6 5 2
2 1 3 6 5 9 4 8 7
8 6 5 2 7 4 3 9 1
9 5 6 4 3 2 7 1 8
3 8 1 9 6 7 2 4 5
7 2 4 5 8 1 9 6 3
1 4 2 3 9 8 5 7 6
5 3 8 7 4 6 1 2 9
6 7 9 1 2 5 8 3 4

B R A V E R Y M A J O R
I D X E U U I
C L O U T A L L E G E S
Y R O R C U K
C E N T R A L H I L L Y
L T Y A
E X P O S E Q U A R T Z

A P N I
S I G H T I N K L I N G
T O I C N D Z
A B D O M E N O P E R A
F A I I W A G
F U S E D C A N D L E S

No 6687 No 3819 No 2142Solution right
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Southwell
Rob Wright
2.15 Long Wave (nb) 4.15 Elsafeer
2.45 Danby’s Legend 4.45 Dealing River
3.15 Garnock 5.15 Christmas Cracker
3.45Moon Melody
Thunderer: 2.15 LongWave. 2.45 Tempuran (nap).
Going: good At The Races

2.15 Novices' Handicap Chase
(£3,898: 3m 110y) (5)

1 P1-P4 CLONDAW HERO 30 (B,D) D McCain 6-11-12 N Slatter (7)
2 35-16 WITHER YENOT 42 (C,BF) B Case 7-11-7 Mr M Kendrick (7)
3 313-1 LONG WAVE 48 (T,P,D) C Longsdon 7-11-6 K K Woods
4 1-101 BEST BOY BARNEY 34 (T,B,D) J Scott 8-11-5

Matt Griffiths (3)
5 U03-2 NEXT EXIT 77 J Cornwall 9-10-10 J Cornwall (5)

2-1 Best Boy Barney, 5-2 Long Wave, 4-1 Clondaw Hero, 9-2 others.

2.45 Novices' Handicap Chase
(£2,274: 2m) (7)

1 004-1 TEMPURAN 8 D Bridgwater 5-11-12 T Scudamore
2 00P-0 DANCING ECCO 30 E Williams 5-11-3 A Wedge
3 6-44F DANBY'S LEGEND 9 J M Jefferson 7-10-12 B Hughes
4 R-F61 RED ROSSO 34 (CD) B Summers 9-10-10 T Whelan (3)
5 3-222 XENOPHON 51 (D) M Chapman 6-10-8 Miss A Mills (7)
6 0-U32 THE ABSENT MARE 9 R Dickin 6-10-4 J Palmowski (10)
7 54P-P RADSOC DE SIVOLA 34 (B) J Cornwall 9-10-0 J Cornwall (5)

13-8 Danby's Legend, 15-8 Tempuran, 4-1 Red Rosso, 9-1 Xenophon, 10-1 The
Absent Mare, 20-1 Dancing Ecco, 50-1 Radsoc De Sivola.

3.15 Mares’ Novices' Hurdle
(£3,249: 2m 4f 110y) (7)

1 -2321 GARNOCK 6 (P) D Bridgwater 6-11-5 J Hodson (7)
2 26-06 LILYWHITE GESTURE 14 Fergal O'Brien 5-10-12 P Brennan
3 -0543 MY BETTY 14 P Croke (Ire) 6-10-12 A P McCoy
4 P-5 SHAKESPEARE DANCER 9 H J Evans 5-10-12 B Poste (5)
5 31-35 SUPAPOWERS 52P (T) R Stephens 8-10-12 Tom O'Brien
6 4-B THEREORTHEREABOUTS 60P D McCain 6-10-12 A Lane
7 352P- USSEE 92 (T) C Mann 6-10-12 Mr H Bannister (7)

5-2 Garnock, 11-4 My Betty, 4-1 Ussee, 7-1 Supapowers, 8-1 others.

3.45 Handicap Hurdle (£3,249: 3m 110y) (8)
1 060-1 JAWAAB 12F (V,D) P Kirby 10-11-12 A Nicol (5)
2 6-126 CUSHEEN BRIDGE 14 (T,C) C Pogson 6-11-11 A Pogson
3 0P-43 HURRABORU 38 (H) D Thompson 7-11-9Mr H Bannister (7)
4 -0602 FLINSTONE 20 (T) Jonjo O'Neill 5-11-8 M Linehan (3)
5 0-U1U PERFECT TIMING 54 (B) J Farrelly 6-11-8 Mr R Hawker (7)
6 00-04 RED SOLO CUP 14 (B) Fergal O'Brien 6-11-6 P Brennan
7 -411F GALLEY SLAVE 1 (BF) M Chapman 9-10-11 Doubtful
8 534-1 MOON MELODY 9 (T,P,CD) M Sowersby 11-10-2 B Hughes

5-4 Moon Melody, 13-2 Flinstone, 7-1 Jawaab, 8-1 others.

4.15 Selling Hurdle (£1,949: 2m) (8)
1 U3P03 DARK ENERGY 14 (T,D) Fergal O'Brien 10-11-4 A P Cawley
2 4-243 KAYFTON PETE 9 (H) C Pogson 8-11-4 A Pogson
3 051-4 TRAVIS COUNTY 9 (T) B Ellison 5-11-4 D Cook
4 -3520 AIR CHIEF 20 (T,D) Andrew Crook 9-10-12 J Kington (3)
5 2-332 ELSAFEER 6 (P,D,BF) T Vaughan 9-10-12 R Johnson
6 46-42 MUBROOK 61 (P,D) J Riches 9-10-12 T Siddall
7 5- SPITHEAD 13F M Sowersby 4-10-10 A Nicol (5)
8 40033 RECWAY LASS 23 (T,B) D Donovan 6-10-5 T Whelan (3)

15-8 Elsafeer, 4-1 Dark Energy, 9-2 Mubrook, 11-2 Travis County, 8-1 others.

4.45 Handicap Hurdle (£3,249: 2m) (6)
1 B-011 HI TIDE 9 (CD) J Jenkins 10-11-13 A Coleman
2 -1542 DORMOUSE 13 (P,D) Anabel Murphy 9-11-12 Josh Hamer (5)
3 4-331 LARTETA 9 (D) Mrs S Humphrey 5-11-12 Mikey Ennis (7)
4 45-32 SHE'S LATE 23 (B,BF) Jonjo O'Neill 4-11-8 A P McCoy
5 122-6 WESTER ROSS 15 (P,D) E Williams 10-11-3 A Wedge
6 -4114 DEALING RIVER 13 (P,CD) Mrs C Bailey 7-10-8 R Johnson

9-4 Hi Tide, 7-2 Larteta, 9-2 Dealing River, She's Late, 11-2 others.

5.15 NH Flat Race (£1,642: 2m) (6)
1 1 OZZY THOMAS 20 (D) Jonjo O'Neill 4-11-7 A P McCoy
2 46-12 MILE HOUSE 51P R Stephens 6-11-2 Tom O'Brien
3 6 THE PHANTOM WINGER 32 S West 5-11-2 J Colliver (5)
4 0/0 TY'N Y WERN 40 T Coyle 5-11-2 D C Costello
5 255- ROCK ON BOLLINSKI 121 T Fitzgerald 4-11-0 A Tinkler
6 0/ CHRISTMAS CRACKER 539 P Bowen 6-10-9 S Bowen (7)

6-5 Ozzy Thomas, 3-1 Rock On Bollinski, 5-1 Christmas Cracker, 7-1 others.

Bangor
Rob Wright
6.00Mawaqeet 7.30 Prince Des Marais
6.30Massannie 8.00 Sumner
7.00 Ultra Light 8.30Moyne Nineoseven
Going: good to firm Racing UK

6.00 Novices' Hurdle (£3,249: 2m 1f) (5)

1 1-143 BONOBO 27 E Williams 7-11-5 P Moloney
2 5-0 COCKNEY CLASS 59 Dave Roberts 7-10-12 L Edwards
3 00/P FLEMENSWORTH 6 (T) Fergal O'Brien 6-10-12 C Shoemark (5)

4 00 INCA KOLA 9 P Griffin (Ire) 6-10-12 T Kelly (3)
5 5 MAWAQEET 24F (B,BF) D McCain 5-10-12 W Renwick

6-5 Bonobo, 5-4 Mawaqeet, 10-1 Cockney Class, 14-1 others.

6.30 Novices' Chase (£3,898: 2m 4f 110y) (5)
1 2-121 DEGOOCH 13 (D) D McCain 5-10-12 W Renwick
2 2-242 FANTASY KING 1 J Moffatt 8-10-12 B Hughes
3 64-50 SPIRIT RIVER 57 (H,D) Dave Roberts 9-10-12 L Edwards
4 5-500 FEMME D'ESPERE 40 T Wall 8-10-5 J Wall (7)
5 2P-62 MASSANNIE 20 (D) D Pipe 6-10-5 T Scudamore

7-4 Degooch, 2-1 Fantasy King, 9-4 Massannie, 12-1 others.

7.00 Handicap Hurdle (£3,573: 3m) (5)
1 2-35P HOPSTRINGS 9 (B,C) C Brooks 6-11-12 L Treadwell
2 2314/ CAT SIX 1087 (C) Dave Roberts 10-11-5 L Edwards
3 065-1 EREYNA 82 Mrs P Robeson 5-10-12 B Powell
4 45-61 OUR MAIMIE 14 G McPherson 8-10-8 P Moloney
5 -5263 ULTRA LIGHT 37 (P) R A Hennessy (Ire) 6-10-7 B Hughes

7-4 Our Maimie, 2-1 Ereyna, 7-2 Ultra Light, 7-1 Hopstrings, 14-1 Cat Six.

7.30 Handicap Chase
(£3,898: 2m 4f 110y) (7)

1 0-423 VELOCE 9 (T,B,BF) D McCain 6-11-12 W Renwick
2 655-3 SUBLIME TALENT 27 (T) E Williams 8-11-10 C Ring (7)
3 1P4-F VALLEYOFMILAN 19 D McCain 7-11-8 J Cowley (7)
4 4F4-P ACCORDION EXHIBIT 15 (T,P) Fergal O'Brien 8-11-7

C Shoemark (5)
5 34/06 PRINCE DES MARAIS 23 (T) Mrs C Bailey 11-11-5

T Scudamore
6 0/024 MADDOXTOWN 9 (B) R A Hennessy (Ire) 8-10-8 B Hughes
7 36-31 MISTER WALL STREET 38 (T,P) R Menzies 9-10-7 T Kelly (3)

11-4 Mister Wall Street, 3-1 Sublime Talent, 5-1 Veloce, 11-2 others.

8.00 Handicap Chase
(£2,395: 2m 1f 110y) (6)

1 -3322 ZAMA ZAMA 15 (V) E Williams 7-11-12 C Ring (7)
2 5540- TRIBAL DANCE 101 (C) John O'Shea 8-11-10 J Best (3)
3 124-0 MAIZY MISSILE 23 (CD) Mrs M Evans 12-11-6 P Moloney
4 PF060 APACHE DAWN 9 (T) A Sadik 10-10-10 L Edwards
5 5-004 SUMNER 9 (T,P,D) W Davies 10-10-8 C Poste
6 35043 FINCH FLYER 14 (P,C,D) A Sadik 7-10-0 J Cornwall (5)

9-4 Sumner, 5-2 Zama Zama, 9-2 Maizy Missile, 5-1 Tribal Dance, 7-1 others.

8.30 Conditional Jockeys' Handicap
Hurdle (£2,274: 2m 4f) (8)

1 41100 NETHER STREAM 14 (P,D) D Dennis 10-11-12 J Hodson (3)
2 30-53 RIGHT TO RULE 55 (T,B) D McCain 5-11-12 J Cowley (8)
3 /P0-5 ICY COLT 9 (P,D) P Webber 8-11-11 L Watson (10)
4 FPP-2 MOYNE NINEOSEVEN 9 N Quinlan 8-11-6 J Quinlan
5 U2333 MY NOSY ROSY 6 (H,T,BF) B Case 6-11-5 K K Woods
6 000-5 NICKY NUTJOB 36 (P,D) John O'Shea 8-11-4 J Best
7 -6040 C J MACKINTOSH 34 I Williams 8-10-13 R Lynam (10)
8 -0003 TANTALIZED 14 (B) Dave Roberts 5-10-1 R Hatch

11-4 Right To Rule, 9-2 My Nosy Rosy, 5-1 Nicky Nutjob, 13-2 Nether Stream,
8-1 C J Mackintosh, Moyne Nineoseven, 10-1 Tantalized, 14-1 Icy Colt.

Gosden again lends
a helping hand as
King George strives
to regain stature
Alan Lee
Commentary

Taghrooda’s presence in the King George field has provided a welcome boost

Three years ago, John
Gosden saved the
reputation of one of
Britain’s finest races. He
did it in two ways, first

proving that the endangered species
of three-year-olds could still win the
King George VI and Queen Elizabeth
Stakes and then demonstrating that
racing folk can be compassionate and
eminently sensible in the face of
tragedy.
Gosden is on the same mission this

week. Naturally, he will wish for no
repeat of the latter episode, in which
he strode on to the Ascot turf to catch
the loose Rewilding, calming him and
even feeding him with grass until his
hideously broken leg was dealt with
humanely. Only then did Gosden go
to greet his winning colt, Nathaniel,
before articulately informing an
alarmed television audience that the
stricken horse had felt no pain.
This time, hopefully, racing’s most

lucid advocate will have just the single
assignment. Nathaniel is the sole
three-year-old winner of the past ten
years and if the classic generation is
to prevail this time, only one stable
can be responsible. Gosden confirmed
three horses for the race yesterday, all
of them that age that has become
dismayingly unfashionable.
Gosden had not been planning to

send Taghrooda to the King George
but her owner, Sheikh Hamdan
al-Maktoum, decided otherwise. In
addition, however, Gosden has left in
Romsdal, third in the Investec Derby,
and supplemented Eagle Top, the

hugely exciting Royal Ascot winner,
at a cost of £75,000.
Their presence has stimulated

anticipation of the race. Indeed, for all
the merit of Telescope, the likely
favourite among 12 remaining, and
other worthy combatants such as
Magician and Mukhadram, the King
George would benefit greatly from a
Gosden victory.
Why is it important? The answer

goes way beyond the sense of a trend
that needs curbing. This has not
merely been a cyclical blip. The race
traditionally billed as Britain’s premier
clash of generations has ceased to do
what it says on the tin — and the
result has been an erosion of stature
and public appeal. At a time when the
position and popularity of the Derby
itself has also prompted an industry
consultation, this is a matter of
serious concern.
Three decades ago, it was a very

different landscape. Between 1985 and
1995, nine of 11 King George winners
were three-year-olds. Among them
were landmark Derby winners in
Reference Point, Nashwan, Generous
and Lammtarra, not to mention the
wonderful Dancing Brave, who had
somehow failed to win at Epsom.
It was a rite of passage for the

Derby victor to target Ascot on the
last Saturday of July. Yet of the past 11
Epsom heroes, only Workforce has
even attempted the King George, and
he was beaten at odds-on in 2010.
Not since Galileo, 13 years ago, has

any horse completed the Derby-King
George double. It has slipped from
the radar, and not only because Aidan
O’Brien’s Derby winners are expected
to honour their Irish commitments at
the Curragh. Sea The Stars, brilliantly
trained by John Oxx, danced almost
every dance in the summer of 2009
but he sat out the King George.
The introduction of the Grand Prix

de Paris was a factor, but the

expansion of the global autumn
programme has had a greater effect.
Australia and Kingston Hill, first and
second in the Derby this year, will be
aimed at the Arc and then, maybe,
the United States.
Ascot has felt this change painfully.

Crowds have fallen to a point where
the Shergar Cup, that novelty jockeys’
event, now annually attracts more.
Only 26,000 are expected this week,
a decent turnout but far below the
figures this race used to command.
Nick Smith, head of

communications for Ascot, conceded
yesterday: “The race has faced a

number of challenges and it’s not
been nice having to defend it. It
remains a work in progress but it is
very high on our priority list. We
want to get the crowds back up and it
it will be marketed in a different way
next year.”
Meanwhile, as Smith is aware, the

most persuasive selling point would
be one that occurred on the track —
a return to the days when the best
three-year-olds turned up. The Oaks
winner, and a couple of progressive
colts, is a decent start. But even
Gosden cannot carry this weight
alone.

Headlines have been made by
the introduction of two
further all-weather tracks to

the 2015 fixture process. Headlines,
though, should not indicate
enthusiasm.
The North may be in need of an

artificial surface, but I have yet to
speak to anyone, trainers included,
who believes that it should be
replacing turf at Newcastle. As for
Chelmsford City, the positive of its
proximity to Newmarket is offset by
the intensely negative memories of its
brief and embarrassing existence as
Great Leighs.
The businessmen who run

racecourses know that they can make
easy money out of staging a raft of
all-weather meetings with minimal
staffing and negligible crowds.
If the British Horseracing Authority

is powerless to prevent such soulless,
bottom-line thinking, it does still have
influence over other aspects of the
fixture list and it must act to
rebalance the past two Saturdays. It is
not difficult. Move Newmarket’s July
Festival a week later, to separate it
from York and Ascot. Then move one
of the two valuable jumps cards
competing for runners last Saturday
back a week. Simple.

Simple solution
to Saturday
overcrowding

Scudamore left
to rue lapse
Examples of the concentration lapses
that sports psychologists like to call
“mental disintegration” came thick
and fast after lunch at Lord’s
yesterday. They can affect every
sportsman, from the international
stage to village green. Plainly, they
even extend to the most level-headed
of jump jockeys, to judge from the
aberration of Tom Scudamore
yesterday.
Scudamore had just won the second

race on the Cartmel card, solidifying
his position in second place in the
jockeys’ championship. Then he set off
in a handicap hurdle and proceeded to
jump the first fence instead. The
stewards were unsympathetic. He will
sit out 12 days of August.

HUGH ROUTLEDGE / REX FEATURES

Bet of the day

Eilean Mor (3.30 Musselburgh)
Has won both starts over this sort of trip and latest
defeat of Wor Lass at Ayr was boosted yesterday

FGM

Lost in France
Leaderless Team Sky
riders told they must
show dignity in defeat

Tour de France, page 54

Epic triumph
Rory McIlroy is back in
front of the cameras on
day one as Open champion

Golf, page 58
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Sport

Troicki determined to make
up for lost time on return

Ayr
Going: good to soft (good in places)

2.15 (6f)1,Glenalmond (DTudhope,11-8 fav); 2,
MyDreamBoat(14-5);3,SpiritOfTheSea(9-1).
5 ran. NR: A Lovable Rogue. Kl, 5l. K Burke.
2.45 (6f) 1, Layla’s Hero (PMulrennan, 3-1 fav);
2, Opt Out (8-1); 3, Jinky (5-1). 9 ran. NR: Baron
Run, Salvatore Fury. 1Nl, 1Kl. D Nicholls.
3.20 (5f) 1, Bunce (P McDonald, 15-2); 2,
Midnight Dynamo (16-1); 3, Gowanharry (7-2).
Imperial Legend, Taurus Twins (4th) 100-30 jt-
favs. 8 ran. 1Kl, 1Nl. Miss L Perratt.
3.50 (7f 50yd) 1, Gambino (Alistair Rawlinson,
10-1); 2, RoyalDuchess (20-1); 3, ClumberPlace
(7-1). Surround Sound (4th) 9-4 fav. 10 ran.Ol,
Ol. J Riches.
4.25 (1m) 1, Porthos Du Vallon (T Eaves, 6-1);
2, Real Jazz (2-1 fav); 3, Archie’s Advice (7-1).
7 ran. Kl, 1Nl. K Dalgleish.

4.55 (1m) 1,Muharrer (Connor Beasley, 7-1); 2,
Ingleby Angel (7-1); 3, Dubai Hills (16-1).
Ifwecan, Le Chat D’Or (6th) 11-4 jt-favs. 9 ran.
NR: Multi Bene. Nk, 1Kl. M Dods.
5.25 (1m5f 13yd) 1,Wor Lass (Luke Leadbitter,
11-4 fav); 2, Rowlestone Lass (100-30); 3,
Grand Diamond (9-1). 8 ran. Ol, hd. I Jardine.
Placepot: £426.90.
Quadpot: £155.80.

Cartmel
Going: good to firm (good in places)

2.00 (2m1f110ydhdle)1,May'sBoy (BHughes,
6-1); 2, FactorFifty (9-2); 3,DrDalwhinny (3-1).
Autun (f) 11-4 fav. 8 ran. NR: Diddy Eric, Hail
The Brave. 4l, sh hd. James Moffatt.
2.30 (2m 6f hdle) 1, Monita Bonita (T
Scudamore, 15-8 fav); 2, Epee Celeste (9-2); 3,
Catchthemoonlight (11-2). 6 ran. NR: Cool

Baranca, Stand Clear, Tropenfeuer. 10l, 7l.
T Easterby.
3.05 (3m 2f hdle) 1,Makellys Blackpool (Harry
Challoner, 8-1); 2, The Good Guy (8-1); 3, Foot
TheBill (5-1). GalleySlave (f) 3-1 fav. 11 ran. 3l,
22l. R Ford.
3.35 (2m 5f 110yd ch) 1,Mr Satco (K Renwick,
3-1); 2, Fantasy King (11-4); 3, Baccalaureate
(9-1).VinnieMyBoy (4th) 6-4 fav. 7 ran. 5l, 4Kl.
D McCain.
4.10 (3m 2f ch) 1, Ballybough Gorta (Sean
Bowen, 15-8 fav); 2, Stagecoach Pearl (11-2);
3, Kilbree Kid (11-1). 7 ran. NR: Scotswell. 6l, 9l.
P Bowen.
4.45 (2m 1f 110yd ch) 1, Teenage Dream (K
Renwick, 7-2); 2, Swaledale Lad (4-1);
3,Muwalla (22-1).DunowenPoint (4th)2-1 fav.
7 ran. 3Nl, 16l. B Ellison.
5.15 (2m1f110ydhdle)1,EarlyApplause (Brian
Harding, 5-1); 2, Dynamic Drive (4-1 fav);

3, Weybridge Light (16-1). 15 ran. Ns, 1Nl.
N Richards.
Placepot: £73.60. Quadpot: £16.70.

Beverley
Going: good
6.15 (5f) 1, Danot (J Fanning, 9-4); 2, Elizabeth
Flynn (5-4 fav); 3, Poolstock (9-1). 5 ran. NR:
Fairweather Trader, Secret House. Nk, 1Kl.
K Dalgleish.
6.45 (5f) 1,Mister Manannan (Adrian Nicholls,
10-3 fav); 2, Medici Time (18-1); 3, Mey
Blossom (8-1). 12 ran. NR: Bosham, Sir
Geoffrey, Six Wives. Kl, 1l. D Nicholls.
7.15 (7f 100yd) 1, Heska (A Mullen, 5-1); 2,
Strictly Glitz (25-1); 3, Blue Bounty (4-1). Ice
Mayden(5th)5-2 fav. 13 ran.Nk,Ol.MAppleby.
7.45 (7f 100yd) 1, Jacbequick (Jacob
Butterfield, 5-2); 2, Heroique (8-1); 3, Mr
McLaren (9-4 fav). 6 ran. 2Kl, hd. Ollie Pears.

8.15 (2m 35yd) 1, Kirkman (J Fanning, 3-1); 2,
Bentons Lad (8-1); 3, Little Bruv (5-2 fav). 10
ran. NR: No Second Thoughts. 6l, 2l. J D Bethell.
8.45 (1m 1f 207yd) 1,RainbowRock (J Fanning,
7-4 fav); 2, Duke Of Yorkshire (33-1); 3, Ocean
Applause (10-1). 10 ran. 3N, 1l. M Johnston.
Placepot: £76.10. Quadpot: £25.10.

Windsor
Going: good to firm (good in places, watered)
6.25 (6f) 1, Pixeleen (Oisin Murphy, 25-1); 2,
Mystic AndArtist (5-2 fav); 3,MajesticManner
(9-2). 14 ran. NR: Kizingo, Stocking.Kl,Kl. M S
Saunders.
6.55 (1m 2f 7yd) 1,Mythical Madness (A Kirby,
6-5 fav); 2, Ronnie Rockcake (66-1); 3, Sealed
With A Kiss (33-1). 10 ran. NR: Jack Bear,
Mount Shamsan, Prairie Rose, Remy, Seamour,
Tinga. 3l, 1N. C Appleby.

7.25 (1m2f 7yd) 1,Balmoral Castle (NedCurtis,
6-1); 2, Billy Blue (4-1 fav); 3, Choral Festival
(12-1). 9 ran. NR: Scoppio Del Carro. Nk, Kl.
J G Portman.
7.55 (6f) 1, Polybius (T E Durcan, 3-1); 2, La
TintaBay (20-1); 3,MissionApproved (6-5 fav).
7 ran. NR: Noverre To Go, Rocksilla. 3Kl, sh hd.
D R Lanigan.
8.25 (1m 67yd) 1, Tides Reach (James Doyle,
4-6 fav); 2, Royal Connection (7-4); 3, Keene’s
Pointe (7-1). NR: Boogangoo, Eurato, Evident,
Sweet Martoni, Sword of The Lord, Unison. 8l,
6l. R Charlton.
8.55 (1m 3f 135yd) 1, Sleeper (Andrea Atzeni,
8-1); 2, High Love (14-1); 3, Nyanza (7-1).
Shama’s Song (5th) 9-4 fav. 9 ran. NR: Bella
Varenna, Oyster. 2l, 1Kl. R M Beckett.
Jackpot: Not won. Pool of £34,537.25 carried
forward to Carlisle today.
Placepot: £304.70. Quadpot: £96.90.

Musselburgh
Rob Wright
2.00 Testa Rossa 4.00 Flash City
2.30 Henrytheaeroplane 4.30 Strobe
3.00 Findog 5.00 Mysterial
3.30 Eilean Mor (nap)
Going: good to firm (good in places)
Draw: 5f, low numbers best Racing UK

2.00 Handicap (£3,234: 1m 1f) (8)

1 (1) 15105 ELLAAL 7 (D) Mrs R Carr 5-9-7 P Mulrennan
2 (6) 06-00 DECLAMATION 16 A Whillans 4-9-6 P McDonald
3 (7) 00006 ACT YOUR SHOE SIZE 26 (C,D) K Dalgleish 5-9-4T Eaves
4 (5) -0340 ROYAL STRAIGHT 4 (T,CD) Miss L Perratt 9-9-3

Samantha Bell (5)
5 (2) 44330 VIOLENT VELOCITY 15 (C,D) J J Quinn 11-8-13

Megan Carberry (7)
6 (4) 33603 STAFFHOSS 15 M Johnston 4-8-13 J Fanning
7 (3) 3-361 TESTA ROSSA 16 J Goldie 4-8-12 G Lee
8 (8) 0-004 JORDAURA 47 (CD) A Berry 8-8-11 P P Mathers

7-4 Testa Rossa, 4-1 Staffhoss, 5-1 Violent Velocity, 6-1 Ellaal, 10-1 Act Your
Shoe Size, Royal Straight, 16-1 Declamation, Jordaura.

RobWright’s choice:TestaRossastayedonwell atAyrand
can defy a 4lb rise Dangers: Staffhoss, Violent Velocity

2.30 Maiden Stakes
(2-Y-O: £4,204: 7f 30y) (4)

1 (4) BIZZARIO M Johnston 9-5 J Fanning
2 (2) 3 HENRYTHEAEROPLANE 19 R Fahey 9-5 T Hamilton
3 (1) LITTLE HOUIDINI K Dalgleish 9-5 T Eaves
4 (3) 5 MOONLIGHTNAVIGATOR 10 J J Quinn 9-5 P Makin

Evens Henrytheaeroplane, 3-1 Bizzario, Moonlightnavigator, 12-1 Little
Houidini.

Wrightchoice:Henrytheaeroplane travelledwell fora long
way when third at Haydock Danger: Moonlightnavigator

3.00 Handicap (£2,587: 5f) (8)
1 (4) 00142 OPT OUT 1 (CD) A Whillans 4-9-12 P McDonald
2 (7) 23504 WINDFORPOWER 7 (P,CD) Miss T Waggott 4-9-9

J Fanning
3 (2) 00004 FINDOG 8 (D) Miss L Perratt 4-9-5 G Chaloner (3)
4 (5) 00025 BLACK DOUGLAS 8 J Goldie 5-9-2 G Lee
5 (8) 06020 BALTIC SPIRIT 8 (B,BF) K Dalgleish 3-9-2 J Hart
6 (3) 40006 CHLOE'S DREAM 5 (H,D,BF) Miss L Perratt 4-9-0

Kevin Stott (5)
7 (6) 06000 PAVERS STAR 18 (CD) N Wilson 5-8-8 J Haynes (3)
8 (1) -0000 WICKED WILMA 5 (CD) A Berry 10-8-8 P P Mathers

7-2 Opt Out, 5-1 Baltic Spirit, Black Douglas, Findog, Windforpower, 8-1
Chloe's Dream, Pavers Star, 20-1 Wicked Wilma.

Wright choice: Findog shaped as though returning to form
when fourth at Ayr Dangers:Windforpower, Opt Out

3.30 Handicap (£5,175: 1m 4f 100y) (7)
1 (2) -0151 VALANTINO OYSTER 7 (P,D) Miss T Waggott 7-9-11

D Swift
2 (3) 50525 RONALD GEE 15 (BF) J Goldie 7-9-7 G Lee
3 (1) 02000 HUNTING GROUND 15 (V,D) M Johnston 4-9-6 J Fanning
4 (5) 56352 DHAULAR DHAR 8 (C) J Goldie 12-9-0 G Bartley (3)
5 (6) 5-060 VITTACHI 8 (P,CD) A Whillans 7-8-13 J Hart
6 (4) 35522 GEANIE MAC 15 (P) Miss L Perratt 5-8-12 P McDonald
7 (7) 31541 EILEAN MOR 8 (CD) R Mike Smith 6-8-7 N Garbutt (5)

3-1 Eilean Mor, 4-1 Valantino Oyster, 5-1 Dhaular Dhar, Geanie Mac, Ronald
Gee, 8-1 Vittachi, 12-1 Hunting Ground.

Wright choice: Eilean Mor escapes a penalty for a narrow
defeat of Wor Lass at Ayr Danger: Valantino Oyster

4.00 Handicap (£5,175: 5f) (8)
1 (2) 3-560 SPACE ARTIST 66 (D) B Smart 4-9-11 P Makin
2 (3) 41550 PERFECT BLOSSOM 4 (CD) A Berry 7-9-9G Chaloner (3)
3 (1) 02312 SALVATORE FURY 10 (P,D,BF) K Dalgleish 4-9-6 J Fanning
4 (6) 02-00 GOTTCHER 26 (CD) I Semple 6-9-6 J Hart
5 (5) 00220 NOODLES BLUE BOY 17 (B,CD) O Pears 8-9-6

J Butterfield (5)
6 (7) 55651 BUNCE 1 (CD) Miss L Perratt 6-9-10 (6ex) J Sullivan
7 (8) 06024 JUMBO STEPS 16 J Goldie 7-9-3 G Lee
8 (4) 40023 FLASH CITY 4 (D,BF) Mrs R Carr 6-9-2 P McDonald

5-2 Flash City, 7-2 Salvatore Fury, 6-1 Bunce, Jumbo Steps, 7-1 others.

Wright choice: FlashCitymissed the break atHaydock and
can make amends Dangers: Salvatore Fury, Bunce

4.30 Handicap (£3,234: 2m) (8)
1 (7) -1121 MAOI CHINN TIRE 7 (T,D) J Candlish 7-9-13

Megan Carberry (7)
2 (6) 35-56 LA BACOUETTEUSE 21 (B,CD) I Jardine 9-9-7 D Allan
3 (3) 66015 VOICE FROM ABOVE 25 P Holmes 5-8-7 J Garritty (5)
4 (2) 0-606 SOHCAHTOA 20 (E,CD) Andrew Crook 8-8-6 N Farley (3)
5 (1) 0/60 CLAUDE CARTER 16J A Whillans 10-8-2 Samantha Bell (5)
6 (5) 00/0- JIM TANGO 16J (P) Karen McLintock 10-8-2 J Sullivan
7 (4) -0060 JEBULANI 8 F Murtagh 4-8-2 I Brennan
8 (8) 00/44 STROBE 19J (P,D) Mrs L Normile 10-8-2 J Fanning

Evens Maoi Chinn Tire, 5-1 La Bacouetteuse, 7-1 Claude Carter, 8-1 others.

Wright choice: Strobe ranwell when second over fences at
Perthand iswell-inDangers:MaoiChinnTire,ClaudeCarter

5.00 Handicap (£3,234: 7f 30y) (8)
1 (5) 30044 SHAMAHEART 15 (P) G Harker 4-10-0 D Allan
2 (6) 23554 LIVE DANGEROUSLY 8 K Dalgleish 4-9-12 J Fanning
3 (1) 05040 MYSTERIAL 17 (D) Mrs R Carr 4-9-11 J Sullivan
4 (7) 21013 ORWELLIAN 47 (BF) B Smart 5-9-9 P Makin
5 (8) 03432 RUNNING REEF 13 (CD,BF) Miss T Waggott 5-9-7 I Brennan
6 (2) 06660 RIOJA DAY 8 (B) J Goldie 4-9-7 G Lee
7 (3) 3-154 IXELLES DIAMOND 17 (D,BF) R Fahey 3-9-6 G Chaloner (3)
8 (4) 444-6 BERBICE 8 (D) Miss L Perratt 9-8-9 Samantha Bell (5)

3-1 Ixelles Diamond, Running Reef, 6-1 Live Dangerously, 7-1 others.

Wright choice: Mysterial is well treated Danger: Rioja Day

Yesterday’s racing results

Carlisle
Rob Wright
6.10 Teruntum Star 8.10 Hard Core Debt
6.40 Kirtling Belle 8.40Mrs Warren
7.10 La Havrese 9.10 Lilly Junior
7.40Muhawalah
Going: good to firm Tote Jackpot meeting
Draw: low numbers best Racing UK

6.10 Maiden Stakes (2-Y-O: £2,587: 5f) (9)

1 (4) 0 INVINCIBLE WISH 27 B Ellison 9-5 P Pickard
2 (9) SHIP CANAL M W Easterby 9-5 B McHugh
3 (1) 2 TERUNTUM STAR 11 K A Ryan 9-5 P Mulrennan
4 (3) TY TY M W Easterby 9-5 G Gibbons
5 (7) CHANCES ARE K Dalgleish 9-0 T Eaves
6 (8) 03 CRYSTAL WISH 20 K A Ryan 9-0 Kevin Stott (5)
7 (5) 0 POPPY IN THE WIND 20 Alan Brown 9-0 D Swift
8 (2) SIGNORET R Fahey 9-0 T Hamilton
9 (6) 06 YUKOS FLYER 17 R Fahey 9-0 D Nolan

4-5 Teruntum Star, 5-1 Chances Are, 6-1 Crystal Wish, Signoret, 20-1 others.

6.40 Handicap (£2,587: 5f) (8)
1 (4) 05-50 BOSHAM 17 (H) M W Easterby 4-9-11 G Gibbons
2 (3) -6223 KIRTLING BELLE 4 (D) K Dalgleish 3-9-8 T Eaves
3 (6) -6565 INGENTI 17 (CD) C Wilson 6-9-7 Kevin Stott (5)
4 (1) 505U3 MANATEE BAY 18 (D,BF) D Nicholls 4-9-6 A Nicholls
5 (5) 30-00 SLIM CHANCE 20 S West 5-9-5 A Elliott
6 (2) 0-053 PASSIONADA 18 (D,BF) E McMahon 5-9-5 R Winston
7 (7) 60000 THE NIFTY FOX 16 (P,D) T Easterby 10-9-2 D Tudhope
8 (8) 21260 AMIS REUNIS 10 (P,D) A Berry 5-8-9 P P Mathers

3-1 Manatee Bay, 7-2 Kirtling Belle, 4-1 Ingenti, 9-2 Passionada, 8-1 others.

7.10 Handicap (3-Y-O: £2,587: 5f 193y) (7)
1 (4) 3-064 CENTRE HAAFHD 25 (D) T D Barron 9-7 G Gibbons
2 (5) 13156 FIRST EXPERIENCE 18 Rae Guest 9-3 P Mulrennan
3 (6) 54-6 LA HAVRESE 25 (H) Mrs A Duffield 8-9 P McDonald
4 (2) -0566 SECRET APPLAUSE 15 (D) M Dods 8-7 A Mullen
5 (7) 36064 PRINCESS ROSE 13 (B) J Weymes 8-5 J Haynes (3)
6 (1) 30632 ANOTHER ROYAL 13 (H,B) T Easterby 8-4 D Fentiman
7 (3) 21303 RAISE A BILLION 13 A Berry 8-2 P P Mathers

11-4 Another Royal, 4-1 La Havrese, 9-2 Raise A Billion, 5-1 others.

7.40 Maiden Fillies' Stakes
(£3,881: 7f 200y) (6)

1 (6) 46 FILLYDELPHIA 15 P Holmes 3-9-0 A Mullen
2 (4) 20 GOTCHA 25 J Bethell 3-9-0 P McDonald
3 (2) F6 HEAVENLY RIVER 108 K Burke 3-9-0 D Tudhope
4 (3) LADY BINGO Sir M Prescott 3-9-0 H Bentley
5 (1) 6-422 MUHAWALAH 14 (H,B) R Varian 3-9-0 F Tylicki
6 (5) 35320 POTENT EMBRACE 7 (BF) M Johnston 3-9-0 J Fanning

7-4 Muhawalah, 9-4 Potent Embrace, 11-4 Lady Bingo, 9-1 Gotcha, 16-1
Heavenly River, 25-1 Fillydelphia.

8.10 Handicap (£4,690: 7f 200y) (7)
1 (4) 36404 TOTO SKYLLACHY 17 (CD) D O'Meara 9-10-0 D Tudhope
2 (7) 22110 TRUE PLEASURE 39 (CD) J Bethell 7-9-12 P McDonald
3 (6) 30505 SKYTRAIN 10 (B) M Johnston 4-9-11 J Fanning
4 (1) 50605 LAZARUS BELL 32 Alan Brown 4-9-11 R Winston
5 (2) 00212 NAOISE 30 (T,D,BF) O Pears 6-9-7 J Butterfield (5)
6 (3) 43314 HARD CORE DEBT 5 (D) B Ellison 4-9-1 B A Curtis
7 (5) 20-1 JACOB BLACK 34 (D) K Dalgleish 3-9-1 T Eaves

7-4 Jacob Black, 4-1 Hard Core Debt, 5-1 Naoise, 6-1 True Pleasure, 8-1 Toto
Skyllachy, 9-1 Skytrain, 12-1 Lazarus Bell.

8.40 Fillies' Handicap
(£2,587: 6f 192y) (8)

1 (5) -0221 MRS WARREN 35 (D) G Baker 4-9-13 P Mulrennan
2 (1) 61056 ALEXANDRAKOLLONTAI 10 (B) A Whillans 4-9-11

Julie Burke (3)
3 (4) 00426 LES GAR GAN 7 (P,BF) K Dalgleish 3-9-7 T Eaves
4 (8) 41-05 AN CHULAINN 56 M Johnston 3-9-7 J Fanning
5 (7) 02034 GLADSOME 7 M Herrington 6-8-13 J Butterfield (5)
6 (3) 45-01 SUGAR TOWN 7 (D) P Niven 4-8-11 Sam James (3)
7 (6) 3-516 HEIDI'S DELIGHT 13 (B,D) Mrs A Duffield 5-8-10

P McDonald
8 (2) 61360 BAJAN REBEL 17 (D) M W Easterby 3-8-9 G Gibbons

11-4 Mrs Warren, 4-1 Sugar Town, 5-1 Les Gar Gan, 11-2 Gladsome, 8-1 An
Chulainn, 9-1 Bajan Rebel, 10-1 Heidi's Delight, 12-1 Alexandrakollontai.

9.10 Handicap (3-Y-O: £4,690: 1m 1f 61y) (4)
1 (2) 61-54 RYEOLLIEAN 4 D O'Meara 9-7 D Tudhope
2 (3) 5533 LILLY JUNIOR 13 (P) W Haggas 9-1 G Gibbons
3 (4) 2-634 ALPINE STORM 18 M Johnston 8-12 J Fanning
4 (1) 661P1 INCURS FOUR FAULTS 5 (CD) K Dalgleish 8-9 J Hart

5-4 Incurs Four Faults, 2-1 Lilly Junior, 7-2 Alpine Storm, 17-2 Ryeolliean.

Course specialists
Bangor: Trainers F O'Brien, 7 from 28 runners, 25.0%;
D McCain, 64 from 284, 22.5%. Jockeys K K Woods, 3
from 20 rides, 15.0%; B Hughes, 5 from 37, 13.5%.
Carlisle: Trainers W Haggas, 4 from 6, 66.7%; J
Bethell, 3 from 15, 20.0%. Jockeys J Hart, 6 from
29, 20.7%; D Swift, 10 from 50, 20.0%.
Musselburgh: Trainer R Fahey, 51 from 215, 23.7%.
Jockey Samantha Bell, 3 from 15, 20.0%.
Southwell: Trainer D Bridgwater, 5 from 13, 38.5%.
Jockey M Linehan, 5 from 18, 27.8%.

playing professionally, I felt I was
motivated but it wasn’t always there.
Sometimes I’d losemy concentration, I
got used to the life, every year the same.
I didn’t realise what I had and after this
year, not playing, competing, I’ve seen
that Imissed it. Thathelped tomotivate
me even more and I’ll cherish even
more that I can play again. I hope to be
stronger.”
Troicki does not want to look back,

doesnotwant the rest ofhis career tobe
dictated by feelings of injustice and
anger, even if that is how it may be,
initially at least. What happened
happened, however grotesquely unfair
it may have appeared to him. A
technicality, one person’s word against

another, hazy accounts, who said what
to whom, who left what up to whom.
Through it all, a few stood firmly in

his corner: his family, Jack Reader, his
coach, Corrado Tschabuschnig, his
manager, and most vocal of all, Novak
Djokovic, the Wimbledon champion
and Troicki’s fellow Serb. “Novak was
the first one to go against the
organisations,” he said. “He had some
trouble after supportingme; therewere
inconveniences for him.
“To be by my side and support me at

the toughest moment in my life was
really amazing. We practised together
many times and the fact I was still able
to compete with a top player, even if it
was only practice, meant such a lot.”

They are as wobbly as punch-drunk
boxers, but Formula One’s leading
teams are refusing to lie down and take
their beating from a dominant
Mercedes. Nico Rosberg’s win at the
GermanGrandPrix on Sundaywas the
ninth for Mercedes in ten outings —
and theywere robbed of the perfect ten
only because of a fault in Canada.
This is the time when teams will

choose whether to invest in this
campaign or throw in the towel towork
on their cars for 2015. However, the
leaders seem set on fighting on, even
though they have been beaten black
and blue by Mercedes.
Christian Horner, Red Bull’s team

principal, was defiant in the hours after
the German Grand Prix, where
Sebastian Vettel, champion for the past
four years, was fourth and Daniel
Ricciardo sixth. It seems a
long time since Red Bull
called the shots in F1.
“I cannot talk for other

teams, but this team we
will fight all the way to
the last race in Abu
Dhabi,” Horner said.
“We won’t give up.

Every race weekend is an opportunity.
Mercedes will have to do something
catastrophic to lose this championship,
but we have nine further opportuni-
ties.”
Red Bull are acknowledged still to

have the best chassis, but the engine
package delivered by Renault has been
hopelessly off the pace. Horner will
have towait before that canbe rectified.
“We had a very small step but we

have to keep working,” he said.
“Renault are embracing the fact there is
an issue and they are looking to make
changes tomake sure we close that gap
to Mercedes. That will take time, but
the right attitude is there now and we
should make progress.”
Red Bull will take the methodical

approach, but LewisHamilton whimsi-
cally considered calling in higher
powers after another dose of bad luck.
A brake disc failed in qualifying and
cost him dearly as Rosberg opened a
14-point gap in the World Champion-
ship standings.
“Maybe I need to go and visit the

Buddha and rub the
Buddha’s belly,” Ha-
milton joked.
“Maybe I should try
all the different re-
ligions to see if I
can get some luck.
It has not been a
smooth-sailing

season for me . . . but I
do like a challenge. At
some point it gets a bit
too much, though.”

Hungary comes
nextweekendandHa-
milton, who has won
four times in seven ap-
pearances there,
wants to go into the
summer break on a
high — if he can get
some luck.

Getting a grip: Troicki plays a forehand during his victorious comeback in Gstaad

No surrender
from defiant
Horner after
telling blow
Formula One
Kevin Eason
Motor Racing Correspondent

RobWright’s midday update
thetimes.co.uk/sportsbook Blinkered first time: Bangor 7.00 Hopstrings. 8.00 Zama

Zama. Carlisle 8.10 Skytrain. Musselburgh 3.30 Hunting
Ground. Southwell 4.45 She's Late.

Tennis
Neil Harman Tennis Correspondent

He was alarmed at how tight his left
armgot as he tossed the ball up to serve
but it was only to be expected. Viktor
Troicki had not been in this position
since April last year, a competitive
hiatus by virtue of a doping ban from
which the 28-year-old Serb was
released yesterday to return to his life
as a tennis professional.
Troicki was stopped from playing for

12 months— initially the sentence was
18months but it was reduced on appeal
— after he failed to take adoping test at
the Monte Carlo Rolex Masters last
year. He had a profound fear of needles
and had thought he was able to return
thenext day, a communication fauxpas
that was to have a resounding effect on
his career, a lost year, an overwhelming
sense of injustice, and desperate pleas
for the sentence to be overturned that
went largely unheeded.
“At first it was very hard and

depressing, I was really down and
trying not to think about it, but I
counted every day,” Troicki said before
he stepped out to play Dominic Thiem,
of Austria, in the first round of the
Credit Agricole Open on clay in
Gstaad, amatch he won 7-6, 6-4. “After
a while, I decided not to cry about it or
worry about it but start working and
practising and try to be professional
and better than I was.
“I’ve been travelling for many years

PETER SCHNEIDER/EPA

Tough luck: Hamilton is
looking for assistance
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Keatings ready to prove his class
after pain of injury and rejection

Sir Bradley Wiggins announced last
night that he will not compete in the
road race or the time-trial at the Com-
monwealth Games, preferring to con-
centrate solely on the team pursuit. It
would seemthathisdaysasa contender
in the grand tours are over.
Wiggins said that his return to the

track had been the “perfect distraction”
fromthedisappointmentofmissingout
on the Tour de France. Even if he does
sign a new contract with Team Sky,
winning gold in the team pursuit at the
2016 Olympic Games in Rio de Janeiro
has become his overriding ambition.
If he were to achieve that feat, Wig-

gins would draw level with Sir Steve
Redgrave on fiveOlympic goldmedals,
the first ofwhich came in the individual
pursuit in Athens in 2004. Wiggins
defended his title in Beijing four years
later, where he also won the team
pursuit along with Paul Manning, Ed
Clancy and Geraint Thomas.
Wiggins then turned himself into a

supreme road cyclist and in 2012 he
won the Tour de France and theOlym-
pic time-trial on the streets of London,
but he sees his future back in the
velodrome, which is where it all began.
“I remember finding out I wasn’t

doing theTour, then itwas likeMonday
morning and I was hitting the track. It
was kind of like the perfect distraction,”
Wiggins said. “Since then I’ve just been

focusing on the teampursuit. I dropped
everything else. All the training’s been
geared up to the team pursuit and
trying to break back into that.
“It’s the only Olympic event really

that’s available tome now. I thought I’d
put allmyeggs into theone I’mgoing to
try and do for the next two years.
“I’d love to get five [Olympic titles]

When I was a kid Steve Redgrave was
the one who set the standard, really. I
never imagined that one day I would
come close to equalling his medal haul
— that would be an incredible way to
finish where it all started in Kuala
Lumpur.”
TheMalaysian capital was the first of

Wiggins’s two Commonwealth Games
appearances. He won a silver medal in
the team pursuit and another silver in
Manchester fouryears later, this time in
the individual pursuit.
Wigginswasuncertainhowhewould

adapt to racing on the track again after
conditioning his body to cope with the
demands of road racing, but he was
pleasantly surprised. Clancy, his team-
mate and a double Olympic gold
medal-winner in the team pursuit,
confirmed that he “wasn’t far from his
best” in training.
The men’s team pursuit is on Thurs-

day and Wiggins is excited to be back
and racing in England colours,
although he was less than complimen-
tary about the Sir Chris Hoy velo-
drome. “I’d be a p****d off if I were him
because they’ve stuck a great big Emir-
ates sign over his name,” he said.
“Stick a whopping great statue out-

side, because it doesn’t hit you straight
away that it’s his velodrome. He won’t
complain because he’s far too nice. So
I’ll complain for him. They should do
something about it.”

Team player
Wiggins all
set to make
tracks for Rio
Alex Lowe

Wiggins has the
feats of Redgrave
firmly in his sights

Burton savours chance
to match Hoy’s standard
Euan Burton, the judo player, says
that he has been preparing for being
Scotland’s flag-bearer in the Opening
Ceremony at Celtic Park tomorrow
by watching recordings of Sir Chris
Hoy carrying the flag at the London
Olympics (Ron Lewis writes). Burton,
who married Gemma Gibbons, the
silver medal-winner from London
2012, last year, was confirmed as the
flag-bearer for the host nation
yesterday. “I remember walking in
behind Chris Hoy in London and
experiencing that spine-tingling
moment when we entered that
stadium,” Burton said. “To think that
I’m going to be at the front of
Scotland’s largest-ever team and
hopefully our most successful just
blows your mind.”

Johnson-Thompson pulls out over injury fears
Katarina Johnson-Thompson
says that she pulled out of
the Commonwealth Games
to avoid the risk of a long-
term injury that could have
had consequences for the
rest of her career (Ron
Lewis writes). The
21-year-old
Liverpudlian, right,
had been favourite
to win heptathlon
gold for England,
but withdrew
yesterday after a
stress reaction in
a foot.
“All the advice is telling

me that I risk long-term
damage if I compete in a
heptathlon in just over a

week’s time and I have to take
that advice for the sake of my
career,” she said. “The
Commonwealths was a key
target for me this year and I
was feeling so good in my
preparation up until this week,
so this is a real blow.”

Johnson-Thompson
became world No1
after winning in
Götzis, Austria, eight
weeks ago when she
beat Brianne Theisen-
Eaton, who will now be

clear favourite for gold.
Morgan Lake, 17, England’s
other medal hope in the
event, withdrew to take
part in the World Junior
Championships.

preparation

we
beat
Ea

Mo

Wales revise medal target
after further withdrawals
Wales’s preparations for the
Commonwealth Games have been
further hit by injuries after the
withdrawals of Faye Pittman, a
weightlifter, and Kyle Davies, a
judoka. Many of their brightest medal
prospects, including Helen Jenkins, a
double world champion in triathlon,
and Becky James, the cyclist who won
four medals at the Track World
Championships last year, had already
been ruled out and there was further
bad news yesterday. Pittman requires
reconstructive surgery on a shoulder
injury, while a knee injury has ruled
out Davies. The withdrawals mean
that Brian Davies, Team Wales’s chef
de mission, has had to revise the
medal target of 27, eight more than
they won in Delhi four years ago.

I
n a matter-of-fact tone that belies
the grisly detail involved, Daniel
Keatings lists a few of his past
injuries: a triple stress fracture of
his spine in 2006, a complete

anterior cruciate knee ligament
reconstruction four years later, torn
ankle ligaments in 2012 and too many
bruises, tears and strains to mention.
For all the svelteness and subtlety he
displayson thepommelhorse,Keatings
is imbibed with a streak of Aberdeen
granite.
What forcesKeatings tokeeppicking

himselfupoff themat isadifferentpain:
that of rejection, crushed dreams and
what might have been after being
overlooked for a place inGreat Britain’s
gymnastics squad for the London
Olympics. After becoming the first
British gymnast to win an all-around
medal — silver — at the World
Championships in 2009, which he
followed with gold on the pommel
horse at the European Championships
a year later, Londonwas supposed to be
his moment.
Then came the ankle injury. The 24-

year-old, who competed at the 2008
Beijing Olympics, was told that he

needed to come back to prove his
fitness and form.He duly won two gold
medals at the British Championships
but was still named first reserve.
“Iwas devastated,”Keatings said. “All

the hard work, all the sacrifices I had
put in felt like it had all counted for
nothing. I felt I had done everything
that had been asked of me to earn a
place there. It knocked me sideways,
but that anger now gets me out of bed
everymorning, to prove peoplewrong.”
In Keatings’s absence, Louis Smith

further established himself as the
sport’s poster boy by winning silver on
the pommel horse and bronze in the
team event, thus taking gymnastics
into the mainstream. “When I was
growing up, gymnastics was seen as a
female sport,” Keatings said. “That has
all changed, especially since London.”
AsSmithusedhis success toenter the

world of reality television, Keatings set
out to prove the selectorswrong. At last
year’s British Championships he won
five gold medals, then retained his
European title on the pommel horse a
few weeks later, beating Krisztian
Berki, the Olympic champion from
Hungary, in the process. “That was my
first major competition after the
Olympics and, when there was a lot of
pressureonmetoprovemypoint, I beat
the Olympic champion and bronze

medallist,” he said. “That gave me the
springboard I needed.”
The Commonwealth Games offer a

further chance at redemption.
Representing Scotland, he will face the
English pair of Smith and Max
Whitlock, who captured Keatings’s
European title this year, in the all-
around category. For those who like
their sport to come with a frisson of
tension and an abundance of
excellence, it will be themust-see event
of these Games.
“Max, Louis and I will be attempting

three routineswith the highest possible
score,” Keatings said. “No one else in
the world is doing that. They are the
hardest routines and, if you nail
those, you will win gold at World
Championships and Olympics.
“If the guys competing against you

are doing the hardest routines, you
know that you have to pull out all the
stops as well. If you take it easy with
your routine choice, you are more or
less giving gold to someone else. It will
be awesome for people watching.”
As well as his quest for vindication,

Keatings will have the home crowd in
his corner when the competition gets
underway at the SSEHydro on July 30.
“It’ll be like the Olympics I never had,”
Keatings said. “AsaScot, it is going tobe
amazing to have the whole country
behind you.”
The team event has potential to be

particularly spicy, but any antagonism
in the stands will not spill on to the
apparatus. The gymnasts from all the
home nations spend most of their time
in each other’s pockets training six
hours a day, six days a week.
The bond with Smith is particularly

tight. They first crossed paths as seven-
year-olds at Huntingdon Gymnastics
Club in Cambridgeshire.
“We have gone through everything

together, highs and lows,” Keatings
said. “We are different characters but
we have got a great relationship.
“It is strange because we have grown

up competing with each other. We are
all really close, but we are all desperate
to beat each other. May the best man
win.”

Tension will be tangible
when the Scotsman
takes on his rivals from
England in Glasgow,
writes Daniel Schofield

Ring of truth: Keatings will be back to face his rivals in Glasgow as he seeks to put behind him a litany of serious injuries

Anglo-Scottish rivalries

Swimming 200m breaststroke
Michael Jamieson, the only male
British swimmer to win a medal at
the 2012 Olympics, faces fierce
competition from Ross Murdoch, his
team-mate, and the English pair of
Adam Peaty and Andrew Willis.

Judo Barton household
Husband and wife duo Euan Barton
and Gemma Gibbons represent
Scotland and England respectively
on the same day of competition.

Cycling Men’s team sprint
At the Sir Chris Hoy velodrome,
John Paul, Chris Pritchard and
Callum Skinner are likely to be
charged with upholding the great
man’s honour. England will be able
to call upon Jason Kenny, Philip
Hindes and Matt Crampton.

EDDIE KEOGH /REUTERS

Tomorrow
Your essential guide
to Glasgow 2014 —
where and when the
stars of the Games
will be going for gold
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LV= County Championship Sport

Gale hopes his
strategy leaves
enough time on
Yorkshire’s side

Wright hotter than July but collapse cools Sussex

Roy produces
timely display
of maturity

If, in the game in hand they enjoy over
both title pacesetters, Yorkshire can go
on to claim all ten Middlesex wickets
today, they will be five points ahead of
Nottinghamshire and 16 clear of
Somerset. These last two are the sides
who, in a potentially magnificent finish
to this year’s championship title race,
Yorkshire meet in their last two games
in September.
In so tight a climax, tactical niceties

become all. Andrew Gale, accelerating
to anunbeaten 126 after tea to set uphis
declaration today, must hope that he
has left time enough for his Yorkshire
attack to force a fifth victory of the
season. And this takes no account of
Warwickshire, fighting to keep in touch
with the leaders after wins in three of
their past four games, or indeed of
Middlesex themselves, who badly need
to prevail in this match.
Things proceeded to plan in the

morning, when Alex Lees and Kane
Williamson, the batsmen not out over-
night, hammered 117 more runs at 3.77
per over, but matters stalled in the
afternoon. Both batsmen fell in the
space of 14 balls from Tim Murtagh,
Williamson for 62, Lees for 67, within

20 minutes of lunch, and when Jonny
Bairstow began to regain the momen-
tum, a hook at Toby Roland-Jones
found him caught on the fine-leg
boundary for 32 from 47 balls.
Yorkshire mustered only 101 more at

barely three an over to tea, Gale
escaping on 40 when Chris Rogers, his
opposite number, failed to claim a
difficult, diving chance at point. With
Jack Leaning, a 20-year-old in only his
sixth fullmatch, understandably taking
15 overs to acquire his first 19 runs,
Yorkshire lost the chance to have a
new-ball burst before the close, for all
that theyaddedanother 153,more rapid
runs after the resumption, Leaning
going to a fifty from 130 balls.
No side in the country have scored

runs more swiftly this season than
Nottinghamshire, whose rate of
advance though the campaign has
averaged 3.81 per over, against a York-
shire figure to date of 3.39. It is one
reason why Nottinghamshire, the
leaders, creating room for their bowlers
to manoeuvre, have taken eight more
batting points, from the same number
of games, as Yorkshire. Such distinc-
tions may ultimately prove decisive.
Certainly, there was great purpose

ultimately from Gale who, having
passed a fifty for the first time in eight
innings from 99 balls, with only three
fours, raced to his century in 63 more.
Hewill be acutelymindful thatMiddle-
sexmade472 for three tobeatYorkshire

at Lord’s in April in Joe Root’s sole
match as captain after Gale had left
himself out. But he will be an anxious
man if, this time, they are fighting for a
tense draw in the last hour today.
Leaning, too, expanded impressively

in the day’s dying stages, smashing
three sixes in four balls until, ten min-
utes from the close, he advanced for a
huge swipe at Dawid Malan and was
stumped for 76.
Leaning andGale had earlier negoti-

ated the new ball, taken three overs
after tea.
“It came at a bad time for us,” Gale

arguedafter play. “Ifwe’dgone toohard
at the new ball, there was always a
danger of losing four or fivewickets in a
heap and ending up only 350 or so
ahead. We’ll have a chat over a beer
with the coach tonight and decide how
we go about deciding a target.” Were
Yorkshire to declare first thing,Middle-
sex would need 422 in 96 overs.

Jason Roy was 24 yesterday and,
although he did not mark his birthday
with a hundred, he gave further
evidence that this summer has
represented a turning point in his
career.
An ebullient 84, from just 115 balls

and including a six pulled out of the
ground off Adam Riley and ten fours,
raised Roy’s championship run tally for
the season to 740 at 52.85. In a stand of
121 for the sixth wicket with Gary
Wilson, the caretaker captain who
alongside Roy must take a lot of the
credit for Surrey’s resurgent season, in
Twenty20 cricket too, he led an
exciting counterattack on a second day
of entertaining cricket which says
much for the quality of the pitch at
Woodbridge Road.
Kent have a second new ball due

immediately thismorning, and the first
hour will determine the direction of
this game. Wilson, on 80 not out, has
played a gutsy hand and, with Gareth
Batty, added a further 77 in 14.1 overs in
a final hour when a determination to
pushonat theendof a long, hotdaywas
clever and clear-sighted.
At 105 for five in mid-afternoon, this

match was slipping from Surrey’s grasp
and Kent’s four-pronged seam attack
was all over them. Moreover, the day
had begunwith SamBillingsmoving to
anunbeaten 82 and, in a 62-run eighth-
wicket alliance with Mitch Claydon,
who contributed a beefy 35, securing
full batting points for Kent.
Darren Stevens, wobbling the new

ball around in the air and off the seam
on a well-grassed, pacy surface, nipped
out the Surrey openers by lunch. Zafar
Ansari was well held at first slip and
Rory Burns flicked to deep square leg
off his pads and, when Tillakaratne
Dilshan was leg-before to Calum
Haggett, making a first appearance of
the season, Surrey were in trouble.
Vikram Solanki made 25, before

becoming the first of two scalps for the
whippy Charlie Hartley, but after
Steven Davies, sent back, was run out
for 33, the fightback began.
Roy has been one of the stars of the

NatWest T20 Blast this season, and he
leads the short-form run-scorers’ list
with 546 at almost 50. Surrey’s
qualification for the quarter-finals has
been largely due to his exhilarating
hitting at the top of the T20 order but,
at No6, he has also shown this summer
that he can play the four-day game.

Warwickshire’s return to Horsham
after a ten-year absence attracted a
crowd of nearly 3,000, who were
treated to an extension of Luke
Wright’s glorious July form and a
promising innings on debut by Craig
Cachopa, the former New Zealand
Under-19 captain. The pair laid the

platform for a big total with a fourth-
wicket stand of 174 in 49 overs before
Sussex lost four late wickets to the
second new ball to redress the balance.
Horshamofferednot just an absolute

picture on a glorious summer’s day but
also an excellent pitch for a good
contest between bat and ball. Batsmen
received full value for their strokes,
notably the stocky Cachopa, who
struck 18 fours in his 84. The 22-year-
old, a Portuguese passport-holder, was
missed on 27 at the wicket off Jeetan
Patel, but showedwhat a strongoff-side
player he is, cutting and driving with

power. After what Dougie Brown, the
Warwickshire coach, described as their
best performance this season in the
victory over Durham last week, his
attack was inconsistent yesterday.
Keith Barker managed to uproot Ed

Joyce’s middle stump and swing one
through Chris Nash’s defences after
lunch, but for the next three hours,
Wright and Cachopa got on top of the
bowling with some fine play.
Wright narrowly survived a vicious

lifter fromBoydRankin that flew to slip
off shoulder andhelmet. The frustrated
Irishman responded with a bumper

that cleared thewicketkeeper andwent
one bounce into the sightscreen, but
Wright, driving and pullingwith intent,
appeared set for a third hundred in all
cricket this month until he chased a
wide long hop and was caught behind.
By this time,Cachopahad also fallen,

caught at second slip off ChrisWoakes.
Steffan Piolet, against his former team-
mates, went too far back toWoakes and
stepped on his stumps. When Chris
Jordan attempted an injudicious pull
against Rankin, dragging on,Warwick-
shire had taken four wickets in nine
overs and were right back in the game.

Guildford (second day of four):Surrey, with four
first-innings wickets in hand, are 105 runs behind Kent

Mark Baldwin

Surrey v Kent

Horsham (first day of four; Sussex won toss):
Sussex have scored 314 for seven wickets against
Warwickshire

Geoffrey Dean

Sussex v Warwickshire

LV= County Championship
First division
Sussex v Warwickshire
Horsham (first day of four; Sussex won toss):
Sussex have scored 314 for seven wickets
against Warwickshire
Sussex: First Innings
C D Nash lbw b Barker 58
L W P Wells c Ambrose b Clarke 35
*E C Joyce b Barker 16
C Cachopa c Clarke b Woakes 84
L J Wright c Ambrose b Barker 89
S A Piolet hit wkt b Woakes 9
†B C Brown not out 1
C J Jordan b Rankin 4
J C Tredwell not out 0
Extras (b 5, lb 7, nb 6) 18
Total (7 wkts, 96 overs) 314
S J Magoffin and L J Hatchett to bat.
Fall ofwickets:1-68,2-103,3-120,4-294,5-308,
6-308, 7-313.
Bowling: Barker 22-6-57-3; Woakes 20-6-74-2;
Clarke 17-6-40-1; Rankin 15-4-52-1; Patel
19-3-67-0; Trott 3-0-12-0.
Warwickshire: *V Chopra, I JWestwood,W T S
Porterfield, I J L Trott, S R Hain, †T R Ambrose,
R Clarke, C R Woakes, K H D Barker, J S Patel,
W B Rankin.
Umpires: S J O’Shaughnessy and A G Wharf.

Yorkshire v Middlesex
Scarborough (third dayof four): Yorkshire,with
five second-innings wickets in hand, are 421
runs ahead of Middlesex
Yorkshire: First Innings 253 (A Lyth 117; S T
Finn 4 for 81)
Second Innings (overnight 29-1)
A Z Lees c Malan b Murtagh 67
K S Williamson c Rayner b Murtagh 62
*A W Gale not out 126
†J M Bairstow c Helm b Roland-Jones 32
J A Leaning st Simpson b Malan 76
A U Rashid not out 5
Extras (b 10, lb 10, w 1, nb 2) 23
Total (5 wkts, 109 overs) 400
Fall ofwickets:1-14,2-146,3-155,4-201,5-383.
Bowling: Murtagh 23-6-64-3; Finn 20-3-88-0;
Roland-Jones 18-3-71-1; Rayner 27-2-94-0;
Helm 17-2-44-0; Malan 4-1-19-1.
Middlesex: First Innings 232 (J A Simpson 110,
D J Malan 78; R J Sidebottom 7 for 44)
Umpires: M J Saggers and S A Garratt.

Second division
Derbyshire v Glamorgan
Derby (second day of four): Derbyshire, with
nine second-innings wickets in hand, need 60
runs to beat Glamorgan

Glamorgan: First Innings 138 (A L Hughes 4 for
46)
Second Innings
J A Rudolph c and b Footitt 11
W D Bragg c Taylor b Footitt 2
M W Goodwin c Cross b Footitt 0
B J Wright c Cross b Footitt 15
C B Cooke b Footitt 9
J Allenby c Madsen b Taylor 17
*†M A Wallace c Cross b Taylor 25
J A R Harris c Cross b Footitt 16
D A Cosker b Taylor 19
W T Owen b Wainwright 28
M G Hogan not out 22
Extras (b 2, lb 4, w 1, nb 4) 11
Total (49.2 overs) 175

Fall ofwickets: 1-9, 2-13, 3-17, 4-39, 5-42, 6-83,
7-84, 8-118, 9-141.
Bowling: Footitt 15-4-48-6; Palladino 11-2-
50-0; Hughes 6-1-29-0; Taylor 10-6-27-3;
Wainwright 7.2-2-15-1.

Derbyshire: First Innings (overnight 142-6)
A L Hughes b Hogan 5
†G D Cross b Hogan 6
D J Wainwright c Wallace b Hogan 35
A P Palladino c Goodwin b Cosker 33
M H A Footitt not out 16
Extras (b 2, lb 12, w 1, nb 10) 25
Total (77.1 overs) 241

Fall of wickets: 1-23, 2-48, 3-63, 4-126, 5-136,
6-136, 7-142, 8-147, 9-220.
Bowling: Harris 19-5-56-2; Hogan 21.1-5-63-5;
Allenby 18-7-34-1; Owen 9-1-33-1; Cosker
10-0-41-1.
Second Innings
B T Slater not out 1
B A Godleman lbw b Hogan 0
*W L Madsen not out 9
Extras (lb 1, nb 2) 3
Total (1 wkt, 8 overs) 13

Fall of wicket: 1-0.
Bowling: Harris 4-1-9-0; Hogan 4-2-3-1.
Umpires: N G B Cook and R T Robinson.

Gloucestershire v Worcestershire
Cheltenham (first day of four; Worcestershire
won toss): Worcestershire have scored 299 for
seven wickets against Gloucestershire
Worcestershire: First Innings
*D K H Mitchell not out 102
R K Oliver c Klinger b Miles 62
T C Fell lbw b Miles 24
A N Kervezee c and b Smith 7
T Kohler-Cadmore st Rouse b Smith 5
†O B Cox c Tavare b Smith 56
J Leach lbw b Miles 0
S H Choudhry c Howell b Miles 21

J D Shantry not out 13
Extras (b 3, lb 5, w 1) 9
Total (7 wkts, 96 overs) 299

M J McClenaghan and C A J Morris to bat.
Fall ofwickets:1-71,2-119,3-130,4-140,5-242,
6-243, 7-281.
Bowling: W R S Gidman 21-9-57-0; Norwell
13-3-55-0; Miles 17-1-53-4; Howell 11-3-40-0;
Smith 31-9-68-3; Marshall 3-0-18-0.
Gloucestershire: *M Klinger, W A Tavare,
A P R Gidman, H J H Marshall, I A Cockbain,
W R S Gidman, B A C Howell, †A P Rouse,
T M J Smith, C N Miles, L C Norwell.
Umpires: S C Gale and G Sharp.

Surrey v Kent
Guildford (second day of four): Surrey, with
four first-innings wickets in hand, are 105 runs
behind Kent
Kent: First Innings (overnight 351-7)
M E Claydon c Dunn b Batty 35
C F Hartley c Roy b Meaker 0
A E N Riley b Meaker 0
Extras (b 10, lb 11, nb 22) 43
Total (110 overs) 408

†S W Billings to bat.
Fall ofwickets:1-34,2-103,3-167,4-230,5-286,
6-291, 7-342, 8-404, 9-408.

Bowling: Dunn 17-3-71-1; Linley 32-9-111-1;
Meaker 34-5-106-4; Roy 5-1-24-1; Batty
17-3-48-2; Ansari 5-0-27-1.
Surrey: First Innings
R J Burns c Claydon b Stevens 8
Z S Ansari c Harmison b Stevens 5
V S Solanki c Riley b Hartley 25
T M Dilshan lbw b Haggett 5
S M Davies run out 33
J J Roy lbw b Hartley 84
*†G C Wilson not out 80
G J Batty not out 24
Extras (b 11, lb 16, w 6, nb 6) 39
Total (6 wkts, 80 overs) 303

S C Meaker, M P Dunn and T E Linley to bat.
Fall of wickets: 1-15, 2-31, 3-44, 4-86, 5-105,
6-226.
Bowling: Claydon 22-3-60-0; Stevens 23-4-
83-2; Haggett 17-1-47-1; Hartley 14-2-55-2;
Riley 4-0-31-0.
Umpires: R J Bailey and P K Baldwin.

Red Bull Campus Cricket World finals
Second group: Aston Rowant CC, South
Oxfordshire: Jamaica Inter-Collegiate Sports
Association 98 (19.2 overs: Z R Patel 4 for 13);
Leeds/BradfordMCCU 77 (18.2 overs). Jamaica
Inter-Collegiate Sports Association won by
26 runs.

Scoreboards

Scarborough (third day of four): Yorkshire, with five
second-innings wickets in hand, are 421 runs ahead of
Middlesex

Neville Scott

Yorkshire v Middlesex

Gale force: the Yorkshire captain plays a cover drive during a profitable third
day for his side at Scarborough, in which he completed a fine unbeaten century

RICHARD SELLERS/GETTY IMAGES
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So there we were, yesterday, at the
Omega Pharma-Quick-Step press
conference. It was rest day No2 and
they were introducing Etixx, a new
sponsor. To do so, they had erected a
platform looking across a valley to the
dramatic Languedoc hills and the ruins
of a medieval castle. They also had two
giant inflatable water bottles strapped
to theground, swayingdrunkenly in the
breeze, they handed out free balloons
and paraded Miss Belgium and indeed
Mr Belgium, bodypainted in team
colours. It was all splendidly surreal.
For something more down to earth,

we return toTeamSky. Yes, the disaster
zone. Or so many would have it. The
tumultuous fall from grace. One
almighty shocker. Or something like
that. Discuss.

For sure, little has gone right. They
are tired and theyhaveanentiremoun-
tain range yet to conquer with little
chance of taking anything from the
spoils. It looks a long and dispiriting
task. After the past two glory years, it
has been a huge dip.
Yet in a summerwhenweare dissect-

ing the problems in England football
and cricket, it is preposterous to cast
this Sky team as either black or white
when they are clearly something in
between. For this Tour, Sky gambled all
on winning the yellow jersey; if Chris
Froome had not abandoned, bones
broken, on stage five, he would most
likely be contesting it, if not wearing it.
There is roughly a one-in-nine drop-
out rate of this race to date; that does
not seem such a gamble.
Perhaps reassuringly, it shows how

hard it is towin the race.No, youcannot
lose your No 1 rider and just rustle up a
like-for-like replacement. You cannot
simply expect Richie Porte to do a
convincing Froome impression. An
outstanding leader would struggle to
win the Tour without a good team to
support him, but a good team have no
chance of winning the Tour without an
outstanding leader.
Of the million ifs and buts and

alternative decisions that Team Sky
arguably could have taken, few are
convincing. Least of all the Sir Bradley
Wiggins option. After all, Sir Dave
Brailsford has led Sky to two years of
extraordinary and historical success
and been roundly lauded for it, so it
seems faintly preposterous that in the
year that theTourdoesnot rewardhim,
it should be suggested that his decision-
making is faulty.
The single most disappointing

performance forTeamSkyon thisTour
has been Porte’s. Froome was unfortu-
nate, Porte was disappointing. The

relentless Geraint Thomas then
ultimately came up short on theAlpine
climb to Risoul because he had already
given so much of himself to Porte.
Yet while this is all backdrop and

reality, it will not help Team Sky to get
through the final week of this extraor-
dinary stamina test. Riders such as
Danny Pate and Vasil Kiryienka came
to the Tour with a specific job — to
work for Froome— and they have lost
their senseofpurpose.ThisTour ishard
enough even when you do have real
direction.
For that reason, Brailsford held a

meeting with his management staff
yesterday afternoon to discuss the
status quo. For the same reason, at 9pm
on Saturday, he ordered all the riders

Lost leader: Team Sky general manager Sir Dave Brailsford gts his message across to Chris Froome during the 21st and final stage of last year’s Tour de France

BRYN LENNON/GETTY IMAGES

Brailsford warns Sky riders he
expects them to fight to finish
Team principal reminds flagging team of responsibilities

Tour de France
Owen Slot Carcassonne

Exclusive to members

Live webchat
What has really gone
wrong at Team Sky?
Ask JeremyWhittle,
from 1pm
Plus Find out what
lies ahead on the road
to the Champs Élysées
in our stunning guide

Online and on tablet
thetimes.co.uk/sport

Carcassonne

Stage 16
The Tour’s longest stage starts with a
rolling opening half before three brutal
climbs in the final eighty kilometres
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on to the team bus for an impromptu
team meeting.
Brailsford explained: “What I said to

them is: ‘We have 17 riders who wanted
to ride this race and you all scrapped
like hell to try and get selected. You got
selected. I won’t entertain the idea that
this is hard. Or it’s raining. I am not
having that, because there are other
blokes who are disappointed not to be
here and theywould rip your armoff to
be sitting in this bus. You had a choice
that you wanted to be here. You come
here and perform in a certain way.
Don’t forget that. If youdon’twant tobe
here or commit in this race, then that is
an issue for me.’ ”
If that sounds likea readingof the riot

act, it was not. But it was pre-emptive.
The last week of this Tour is a test of
stamina that is different than previous
victory years and, as Brailsford said, his
riders will be assessed on that.
“Whenyouwin, youwant towinwith

dignity, andwhen you lose, youwant to
lose with dignity too,” he said. “You
want to lose in the right way. You don’t
throw the towel in, you show real
character and real guts. When things
aren’t goingyourway,youcanreally see
what’s inside somebody.”
What constitutes a good last week?

Will you be disappointed if you do not
win a stage? “I’ll be disappointed if we
don’t try hard,” Brailsford said.
He expects to see Thomas giving it

another go today. Thomas’s unrelent-
ing heart must surely lift the spirits of
those around him.
Sky’s challenge will be to stop them

dipping. This has been a disappointing
Tour for Sky, so far, though not a
disastrous one. Assess them, though,
whentheycomplete thePyrenees.That
will be the real test of whether, in
comparative failure, this event has
really had the beating of them.

Chisora out
of eliminator
against Fury
Boxing
Ron Lewis Boxing Correspondent

Dereck Chisora has pulled out of his
WBO heavyweight title eliminator
with Tyson Fury in Manchester on
Saturday after fracturing his left hand
in a sparring session. The bout, which
was also for the British and European
titles, had a protracted build-up after
being formally announced in March.
“I can’t tell you how disappointed I

am to have to pull out of the fight,”
Chisora said. “But it is on the advice of
my specialist that I have to do this.
Once my hand is healed and I’m given
the all-clear to train and punch again,
I’ll be working on the new date for the
fight. I was in fantastic shape and had a
great training camp, probably the best
so far in my career, and was looking
forward to getting revenge on Fury, but
that will have to wait.”
Whether Fury will wait, however,

could be another matter. It continues a
terrible run of luck for the Mancunian,
who twice trained for bouts against
DavidHaye last year, only forHaye, the
former WBA champion, to pull out
both timeswith injury. Fury also faces a
charge of misconduct from the British
Boxing Board of Control after using a
string of obscenities at a press
conference last week.
Frank Warren, the promoter, said

that he would work on a new date for
the bout, while Saturday’s bill at the
Phones4UArena,Manchester,will still
go ahead. Billy Joe Saunders’s Euro-
pean middleweight title shot against
Emanuele Blandamura, of Italy, has
been elevated to the top of the bill.

Bradford drop
their appeal
and a division
Rugby league
Scott Rutherford

Bradford’s relegation from the First
Utility Super League was confirmed
last night after they dropped their legal
challenge to the points deduction
imposed by the RFL in February.
The Bulls, who were docked six

points for going into administration for
the second time in two years, lost an
appeal against the six-point deduction
on June 11, but Marc Green, the chair-
man, announced a fortnight later their
decision to go to theHighCourt in a bid
to have the ruling overturned.
But they have lost all four matches

under James Lowes, their new coach,
since then and are 13 points from safety
with six matches left after Sunday’s
52-26 defeat by Huddersfield Giants.
A spokesman for the Bradford board

of directors said in a statement: “As part
of our last press release on the matter,
the directors indicated the club would
only proceed with legal action in the
event it would be of potential benefit to
the Bulls. With a heavy heart and a
degree of reluctance, the board have
taken the decision not to pursue any
legal challenge to the points deduction
imposed earlier this season.”
6Kevin Sinfield will serve the first
suspensionofhis careerbutwill beclear
to play in the Tetley’s Challenge Cup
semi-final against Warrington Wolves
onAugust 9. The Leeds Rhinos captain
issued an early guilty plea yesterday
after being dismissed for head-butting
Luke Dorn, of Castleford Tigers, in the
24-24 draw on Thursday.
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Football Sport

United urge patience as
rivals keep strengthening

arsenal
July 26 New York Red Bulls
(A), 10pm, New Jersey, USA
Emirates Cup, August 2
Benfica (H), 4.20pm,

Emirates Stadium August 3Monaco
(H), 4.20pm, Emirates Stadium
Community Shield August 10
Manchester City (N), 3pm, Wembley

aston villa
Tomorrow Dallas (A), 2am
July 26 Houston Dynamo
(A), 2am July 30
Chesterfield (A), 7.45pm

August 2 FC Groningen (A), 4pm
August 9 Parma (H), 3pm

burnley
July 26 Accrington Stanley
(A), 3pm July 29 Preston
North End (A), 7.45pm
August 2 Blackpool (A),

3pm August 5 Celta Vigo (H), 7.30pm

chelsea
Tomorrow RZ Pellets WAC
(A), 6.30pm July 27 NK
Olimpika Ljubljana (A),
4.15pm July 30 Vitesse

Arnhem (A), 6.30pm August 3
Werder Bremen (A), 4pm August 10
Ferencvaros (A), 7.45pm

crystal palace
Tomorrow Columbus Crew
(A), 00.30am July 25
Philadelphia Union (A),
midnight July 28 Richmond

Kickers (A), midnight August 2
Brentford (A), 3pm

everton
Today Tranmere Rovers
(A), 7.45pm July 27
Leicester City (N), midday,
Bangkok August 3 Porto

(H), 4pm

hull city
Tomorrow York City (A),
7.30pm July 26 Barnsley
(A), 3pm August 10 VFB
Stuttgart (A), 4pm

leicester city
Today Ilkeston (A), 7.30pm
July 27 Everton (N),
midday, Bangkok July 30
Walsall (A), 7.30pm August

2 Preston North End (A), 3pm August
4 Milton Keynes Dons (A), 7.45pm
August 5 Rotherham United (A),
7.45pm August 9 Werder Bremen (H),
3pm

liverpool
Tomorrow Roma (N),
12.30am Guinness
International Champions
Cup July 27 Olympiacos

(N), 11pm, Chicago July 30
Manchester City (N), midnight, New
York August 2 AC Milan (N), 11.30pm
Charlotte August 4 TBC (If they
reach the final), TBC, Miami August
10 Borussia Dortmund (H), 12.15pm

manchester city
Tomorrow Sporting Kansas
(N), 2am, Kansas July 27
AC Milan (N), 9pm,
Pittsburgh July 30

Liverpool (N), midnight, New York
August 2 Olympiacos (N), 8pm,
Minneapolis August 4 TBC (If they
reach the final), TBC, Miami
Community Shield, August 10
Arsenal (N), 3pm, Wembley

manchester united
Chevrolet FC Cup July
24th Los Angeles Galaxy
(N), 4am, Pasadena
Guinness International

Champions Cup July 26 Roma (N),
9pm, Denver July 29 Inter Milan (N),
00.30am, Washington DC August 2
Real Madrid (N), 9pm, Ann Arbor,
USA August 4 TBC (Final), Miami

newcastle united
Today Sydney (N), 8.30am, Dunedin,

New Zealand July 26
Wellington Phoenix (A),
4.30am, Wellington, New
Zealand July 30 Sheffield

Wednesday (A), 7.45pm Schalke 04
Cup August 2 Malaga (N), 5.30pm,
Gelsenkirchen, Germany August 3
Schalke 04 (A), 7.30pm,
Gelsenkirchen, Germany August 10
Real Sociedad (H), 1.30pm

queens park rangers
Today Rot Weiss Erfurt (A),
7.30pm, Thuringia,
Germany
July 26 RasenBallsport

Leipzig (A), 2.30pm, Cottbuss,
Germany July 29 Leyton Orient (A),
7.45pm July 30 Southend United (A),
7.45pm August 2 Shamrock Rovers
(A), 3pm August 4 Athlone Town (A),
6pm August 9 PAOK (H), 3pm

southampton
July 25 Bournemouth (A),
7.45pm July 31 Brighton &
Hove Albion (A), 7.45pm
August 9 Bayer Leverkusen

(H), 5pm

stoke city
July 26 1860 Munich (A),
5pm July 29 Schalke 04 (N),
7pm, Kufstein, Austria
August 9 Freiburg (A),

5.30pm

sunderland
Today Carlisle United (A),
7.30pm July 23 Hartlepool
(A), 7.30pm July 29
Recreativo de Huelva (A),

8pm, Estádio Municipal de Albufeira,
Portugal July 30 CD Nacional (A),
8pm, Estádio Municipal de Albufeira

swansea city
July 27 Plymouth Argyle
(A), 5pm July 29 Exeter
City (A), 7.15pm August 1
Bournemouth (A), 7.30pm

August 2 Reading (A), 3pm August 9
Villarreal (H), 3pm

tottenham hotspur
July 27 Chicago Fire (A),
1am August 2 Celtic (N),
2.30pm, Helsinki Olympic
Stadium, Finland August 9

Schalke 04 (H), 5.30pm

west bromwich albion
July 25 Sacramento
Republic (A), 3.30am
August 2 Nottingham
Forest (A), 1.30pm August 5

Port Vale (A), 7.45pm August 9 Porto
(H), 4pm

west ham united
TomorrowWellington
Pheonix (N), 8.30am,
Auckland, New Zealand
July 26 Sydney (N), 2am,

Wellington, New Zealand Schalke 04
Cup August 2 Schalke 04 (A), 5.30pm
August 3 Malaga (N), 3.30pm,
Veltins-Arena, Gelsenkirchen,
Germany August 9 Sampdoria (H),
3pm

Kick-offs, British Summer Time

Where is
your club
going for
pre-season?
FromWalsall to Wellington,
Sacramento to Swindon, Premier
League teams are journeying far and
wide in preparation for the new
season, which starts on August 16.
Here is your guide to your team’s
pre-season travels

Results

Baseball
MLB: American League
Boston6KansasCity0; ChicagoWhiteSox
7 Houston 11; Detroit 5 Cleveland 1; Los
Angeles Angels 6 Seattle 5; Minnesota 3
Tampa Bay 5; Oakland 10 Baltimore 2;
Toronto 9 Texas 6.
Eastern division

W L Pct GB
Baltimore 53 44 .546 —
New York Yankees 50 47 .515 3
Toronto 51 48 .515 3
Tampa Bay 47 53 .470 7K
Boston 46 52 .469 7K

Central division
Detroit 54 41 .568 —
Cleveland 50 48 .510 5K
Kansas City 48 49 .495 7
Chicago White Sox 47 52 .475 9
Minnesota 44 53 .454 11

Western division
Oakland 61 37 .622 —
Los Angeles Angels 59 38 .608 1K
Seattle 52 46 .531 9
Houston 41 58 .414 20K
Texas 39 59 .398 22

National League
Arizona 3 Chicago Cubs 2; Atlanta 8
Philadelphia 2; Miami 3 San Francisco 2;

Pittsburgh 5 Colorado 3; San Diego 2
New York Mets 1; St Louis 3 Los Angeles
Dodgers 4; Washington 5 Milwaukee 4.
Eastern division

W L Pct GB
Washington 53 43 .552 —
Atlanta 54 44 .551 —
New York Mets 46 52 .469 8
Miami 45 52 .464 8K
Philadelphia 43 55 .439 11
Central division
Milwaukee 54 45 .545 —
St Louis 54 45 .545 —
Pittsburgh 52 46 .531 1K
Cincinnati 51 47 .520 2K
Chicago Cubs 40 57 .412 13
Western division
San Francisco 54 44 .551 —
Los Angeles Dodgers 55 45 .550 —
San Diego 43 55 .439 11
Arizona 43 56 .434 11K
Colorado 40 58 .408 14

Inter-league
New York Yankees 3 Cincinnati 2.

Football
Friendlymatches:Atlético Clube dePortu-
gal 0 Middlesbrough 5; Guiseley 1 Hud-
dersfield 4; Hereford 0 Besiktas 6; Harro-
gate 0 Hull XI 5; North Ferriby 1 Hull XI 1;
Swindon 0 Southampton 1.

Golf
Leading men’s world rankings: 1, A Scott
(Aus) 9.24pts; 2, R McIlroy (N Ire) 8.16; 3,
H Stenson (Swe) 7.81; 4, J Rose (GB) 7.34;
5,SGarcía(Sp)7.05;6,BWatson(US)6.80;
7, M Kuchar (US) 6.66; 8, J Day (Aus) 6.40;
9, TWoods (US)6.23; 10, J Furyk (US)6.02.

Tennis
ATP Crédit Agricole Suisse Open
Gstaad: First round: F del Bonis (Arg)
bt D Brown (Ger) 6-3, 6-3; V Troicki (Ser-
bia) btDThiem (Austria) 7-6, 6-4; JMóna-
co (Arg) bt V Hanescu (Rom) 6-4, 7-5;

A Golubev (Kaz) bt I Cervantes (Sp) 3-6,
6-3, 7-6.

ATP Vegeta Croatia Open
Umag: First round: B Coric (Cro) bt E Rog-
er-Vasselin (Fr) 6-2, 6-4; P Carreno-Busta
(Sp) bt P Lorenzi (It) 4-6, 6-1, 7-5.

WTA Baku Cup
Baku, Azerbaijan: First round: S Vögele
(Switz) btACadantu (Rom)6-1, 6-4; URad-
wanska(Pol)btAvanUytvanck(Bel)6-1ret;
B Jovanovski (Serbia) bt P Mayr-Achleitner
(Austria) 2-6, 7-5, 6-3; P Parmentier (Fr) bt
A Dulgheru (Rom) 6-4, 6-1; K Piter (Pol) bt
Kristyna Pliskova (Cz) 6-7, 6-3, 6-4; S Peer
(Isr) bt Y Meusburger (Austria) 6-2, 6-4.

Fixtures

Football
Champions League: Second qualifying
round, second legs: Celtic (1) v KR Reykja-
vik (0) (7.45, atMurrayfield);Debrecen (0)
v Cliftonville (0) (7.30); The New Saints
(0) v Slovan Bratislava (1) (6.45).

Cricket
LV= County Championship: First division:
Second day of four (11.0, 96 overs

minimum): Horsham: Sussex v Warwick-
shire. Final day of four (11.0, 80 overs
minimum): Scarborough: Yorkshire v
Middlesex. Second division: Second day of
four (11.0, 96 overs minimum): Chelten-
ham: Gloucestershire v Worcestershire.
Third day of four (11.0, 96 overs mini-
mum): Derby: Derbyshire v Glamorgan.
Guildford: Surrey v Kent.

NatWest T20 Blast: South division:
Chelmsford: Essex v Hampshire (6.30).

The summer has taken on a familiar
feel for Manchester United fans so far.
Although the club have committed
almost £57million to sign Ander
Herrera and Luke Shaw, United
supporters have had to contend with
watching the more high-profile names
they crave join leadingEuropean rivals.
Barcelona have signed Luis Suárez

from Liverpool for £75million and Real
Madrid are shortly expected to follow
up the capture of Toni Kroos — the
GermanymidfielderwhomUnited had
put somuch work into trying to lure—
with the £60million recruitment of
James Rodríguez, the Colombia
forward and one of the stars of the
World Cup finals in Brazil.
Robert Lewandowski’s move to

BayernMunich becameofficial and the
Poland striker’s former Borussia
Dortmund team-mate, Marco Reus,
couldbe thenext to arrive at theAllianz
Arena, while closer to home, Chelsea
have bought Cesc Fàbregas and Diego
Costa from Barcelona and Atlético
Madrid respectively for a combined fee
of £59million.
Until United put their money where

their mouth is and deliver a leading
player, talk will remain cheap in the
eyes of many supporters, but Ed
Woodward, the club’s executive vice-
chairman, was preaching patience in
anticipation of something exciting on
the horizon yesterday as he urged the
club’s fan-base to “watch this space”.
Theremay be noChampions League

football at Old Trafford next season,
but Woodward insisted that United
remain a “huge attraction” to “top
stars” andhave the funds to snare them.
“We’ve beenworkingwith Louis [van

Gaal, the manager] over several weeks
with regards to targets and we’re
continuing tomove forward on someof
those,” Woodward said on the club’s
pre-season tour of the United States,
where United face LA Galaxy at the
Rose Bowl in Pasadena in Van Gaal’s
first game in charge in the early hours
of Thursday morning, British time.
“I hope [the fans] will see the

directionwe’re heading inwith thenew
manager, coaching staff and players.
“We are willing to invest. There is no

fixed budget. Financially we are
extremely strong and funds are
available.There is a lotofworkgoingon
behind the scenes, so watch this space.”
Perhapsmore notable than anything

at Old Trafford this summer has been

the number of experienced players
United have lost. Ryan Giggs has
retired toconcentrateonhisnewroleas
assistant to Van Gaal and yesterday
Patrice Evra became the fourth
defender afterRioFerdinand,Nemanja
Vidic and Alexander Büttner to leave,
the France left back formally
completing a £1.2million move to
Juventus that will rise by an extra
£300,000 if the Serie A club qualify for
the 2015-16 Champions League. Evra
has signed a two-year contractwith the
Italian champions.
The loss of such an experienced

groupwill bekeenly felt, butWoodward
confirmed yesterday that there are

likely to be more heading for the exit
door as Van Gaal seeks to work with a
“tighter squad” with no European
football to contend with next term.
Anderson, Nani, Ashley Young, Bebé

and Marouane Fellaini are most under
threat, althoughTomCleverley is likely
to stay.
Manchester City will be without

ÁlvaroNegredo for up to threemonths
after the striker suffered a fractured
fifth metatarsal in the club’s friendly
win away to Heart of Midlothian on
Friday. Negredo’s absence will almost
certainly end any prospect of Stevan
Jovetic, the Montenegro forward,
leaving City this summer.

James Ducker
Northern Football Correspondent
Los Angeles

Front of the queue: Herrera is one of United’s early recruits and Woodward, the
club’s executive vice chairman, is urging fans to “watch this space” for more

JOHN PETERS / GETTY IMAGES
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Gerrard had flaws but was

Rooney favourite to be
Hodgson’s next captain
in build-up to Euro 2016

Dyke to appear before
MPs over Qatar inquiry
Greg Dyke, the FA chairman, will
give evidence to MPs on Tuesday
regarding the bidding process for
the 2022 World Cup in Qatar.
Since the decision in Decemeber

2010 to award the tournament to
Qatar, there have been allegations
of corruption and bribery
surrounding the bidding process.
The Culture Media and Sport
select committee will also hear
from Heidi Blake and Jonathan
Calvert, journalists on the Sunday
Times, which reported in June that
Mohamed Bin Hammam, the
Qatari football official, made
payments totalling £3million in
return for support for the bid.
Qatar has always denied any
wrongdoing.

San Siro no match for
Hull, according to Ince
Tom Ince revealed yesterday that
the persuasive powers of Steve
Bruce, the Hull City manager,
made him shun a move to Inter
Milan in favour of joining the
Humberside club. “It was close,
and I spent three or four days out
there,” Ince, below, whose father
Paul played for the Italian club in
the 1990s, said. “I stood in the San
Siro and I thought I was in a
dream.” Ince joins Jake Livermore,
Robert Snodgrass and Karim
Rossi, the former Stoke City
forward, as a new arrival at Hull.

Shakhtar confident that
missing men will return
Shakhtar Donetsk are confident
that six players who have refused
to return to Ukraine after last
week’s Malaysia Airlines disaster
will be back soon. The six refused
to board a flight back to Ukraine
after a 4-1 friendly defeat away to
Lyons in France. They have been
named as Fred (a Brazilian
midfielder, not the striker of the
same name), his compatriots Alex
Teixeira, Douglas Costa, Dentinho
and Ismaily, and Facundo
Ferreyra, from Argentina. Rinat
Akhmetov, the Shakhtar president,
said: “If they refuse to come back
they will suffer penalties.”

Dunga favourite to be
appointed Brazil coach
Brazil are expected to name
Dunga, below, as their new
national team coach today to
succeed Luiz Felipe Scolari, who
resigned after their disappointing
World Cup campaign. Brazil were
eliminated after a humiliating
7-1 defeat by Germany in the
semi-finals.
Dunga was captain of the Brazil

side who won the
1994 World Cup
and has already
done one stint as
national coach,
from 2006. He
was dismissed
after the
2010 World
Cup in South
Africa, in
which Brazil
were eliminated
by Holland in the
quarter-finals.

Wayne Rooney is the firm favourite to
become the next England captain after
Steven Gerrard announced his
retirement from international football
yesterday to concentrate on the
remainder of his club career with
Liverpool.
Although widely anticipated,

Gerrard’s decision leaves RoyHodgson
facing a difficult choice of his own. The
England manager must now consider
themeritsof anumberof candidates for
the captaincy, notably Rooney, Joe
Hart and Gary Cahill, before appoint-
ing a successor in time for the friendly
against Norway on September 3.
As the most senior player now

available to Hodgson, with Frank
Lampard also expected to retire from
international football, Rooney’s claims

to succeed Gerrard are strong, even
though doubts about his form for both
club and country have increased over
the past 12 months.
Like Gerrard, Rooney enjoys a close

working relationship with Hodgson
and the disciplinary issues that might
have made him unsuited to the
captaincy at an earlier stage in his
career are no longer as great a concern
to theFootballAssociationas theyonce
were.
Of the remaining England regulars,

the strongest claims belong toHart and
Cahill, but while both are regarded as
senior players byHodgson, neither can
boast the stature or experience of
Rooney. Whoever replaces Gerrard,
Hodgson has acknowledged that the
leadership qualities of the Liverpool
captain will be missed as England look
to the qualifying campaign for Euro

Tony Barrett

S
teven Gerrard has long since
made it plainwherehe stands. It
is more than 18 months since
the 34-year-old used the
occasion of his 100th

appearance for his country to lookback
and issue judgmentonhis international
career.
He resisted any attempt to burnish

his reputation, to exaggerate his
achievements.He rejected two terms in
particular. He could not have been
clearer. By his own exalted standards,
Gerrard, a veteranof threeWorldCups,
a cornerstone of the national side for a
decade and a half, owner of 114 caps, 38
of them as captain, does not believe he
can be regarded as an England hero or
an England legend.
“That status is given out far too

easily,” he said as he prepared to reach
his century against Sweden in
Stockholm. “I can’t compare myself to
World Cup winners. If they are a ten, I
rate myself as a six or a seven. In terms
of playing for England, there are 11
heroes. The rest have not really
delivered.”
There is no reason to believe that

judgment would have changed much
between now and then, save that the
stifling failure of Manaus and the
piercing torment of Sao Paulo might
have persuaded the Liverpool captain
to round his self-assessment down to
six. However history judges Gerrard, it
is safe to say that it will be no more
harshly than he judges himself.
His characteristically blunt

appraisal, though, does raise a
pertinent question in the wake of his
long-expected international retire-
ment: if Gerrard is neither an England
hero nor an England legend, what,
precisely, is he? His longevity — those
114 caps, fewer only than Peter Shilton
and David Beckham, were accrued
over the course of 14 years, from his
debut against Ukraine in 2000 to his
final bow, against Costa Rica—means
that he might be eligible to be
considered an England stalwart, but
that does not do him justice.
Phil Neal was an England stalwart.

Kenny Sansom was an England
stalwart. Gerrard is arguably the finest
player this country has produced over
the past 20 years. At his best, he was a
force of nature. He was a reference
point for the national side for more
than a decade, one of the proverbial
first names on the team sheet. No,
stalwart will not quite do it.
At the other end of the scale, though,

talisman does not quite fit, either. That
Gerrard has long been the man
Liverpool turn to in their hour of need
is not in question, of course, but he has
never quite seemed to fit that role for
his country.
The high point of his international

career—aswithsomanyofhispeers—
was the 5-1 victory over Germany in
Munich in 2001, but that aside, it is hard
to pinpoint too many England games
that have borne Gerrard’s
irrevocable stamp.
It is certainly not for the want of

trying. There was a curious note
in his interviewwith the Football
Association yesterday, when he
framed his decision to retire in
terms of his ownphysical fitness;
he spokeofhaving consideredhis
“body, age and [desire] to be fair to
Liverpool, being respectful to

Rory Smith believes the
midfielder’s decision to
call time on his career
at the highest level will
be tinged with regret

Career highlights

Caps 114 (third in England’s all-time
list)
Debut May 31, 2000 v Ukraine in
Wembley friendly (age 20)
Last match June 24, 2014 v Costa
Rica in World Cup finals in Belo
Horizonte
Goals 21 (18th in England’s all-time
list)
First goal September 1 2001 v
Germany in World Cup qualifier in
Munich
Matches as captain 38 (fifth in
England’s all-time list)

Highs
Germany 1 England 5, 2001
World Cup qualifier that proved to
be one of England’s greatest nights.
A high-tempo and high-calibre
display from Gerrard included goal
that put England 2-1 up

England 2 Trinidad and Tobago 0,
2006
Gerrard managed to salvage a
desperate World Cup group match
by picking out Peter Crouch for the
first and then scoring himself from
outside the penalty area.

England 1 United States 1, 2010
Made captain when Rio Ferdinand
was injured during training, Gerrard
scored and led the team well
although the rest of the World Cup
was particularly forgettable for
Fabio Capello’s team.

England 2 Poland 0, 2013
Gerrard sealed England’s
qualification for the 2014 World Cup
in Brazil when he ran through the
middle of the Poland half to score
and complete the win. It was his 21st
and final goal for his country.

Lows
World Cup, 2002
Gerrard was expected to make his
finals debut in Japan and South
Korea but a groin injury on the final
day of the season forced him out of
contention.

England 0 Portugal 0 (Portugal
won 3-1 on penalties), Euro 2006
In a crucial penalty shoot-out
against Portugal in the quarter-finals
Gerrard missed along with Frank
Lampard and his Liverpool
team-mate, Jamie Carragher.

Russia 2 England 1, 2007
As stand-in captain when John Terry
was injured in training, he missed a
comfortable chance to put England
two up and through to Euro 2008
before Russia staged a dramatic late
turnaround.

England 1 Uruguay 2, 2014
When Fernando Muslera’s clearance
skimmed off the England captain’s
head the ball found Luis Suárez who
shot ferociously past Joe Hart. The
defeat went a long way to ending
England’s chances in Brazil.

Flash of brilliance: Gerrard celebrates his goal in the 5-1 demolition of Germany
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a titan for England Spurs step up chase
for Griezmann as
Monaco make move

Tottenham Hotspur have increased
their efforts to land Antoine
Griezmann, the France winger, after
Monaco entered the race for the Real
Sociedad player. The Spanish club are
insisting that his £25million buyout
clause is met after Griezmann asked
to leave.
Bayern Munich and Arsenal are not

interested and, although Chelsea have
watched him, they have not followed
up their interest.
Griezmann scored 16 league goals

and claimed three assists last season
and is scheduled to return to training
on Monday. Tottenham want to raise
money by selling Étienne Capoue or
Sandro, the midfielders, and are
looking at Memphis Depay, the PSV
Eindhoven winger, as an alternative
to Griezmann.
Tottenham face competition from

Wolfsburg for Mattia Destro, the
Roma striker, and the Italian club are
considering another effort to sign
Vlad Chiriches in the unlikely event
that Mehdi Benatia leaves amid
interest from Chelsea. Chiriches
decided against signing for Roma to
join Tottenham last summer.
Arsenal are holding out for about

£12million for Thomas Vermaelen,
the club captain, after Manchester
United are believed to have increased
their initial £5 million offer for the
Belgium defender, who has entered
the final year of his contract.
Queens Park Rangers have

welcomed interest in Júlio César from
Benfica, with the west
London club keen
to remove the
goalkeeper from
their wage bill.
César helped
Brazil to third
place at the
World Cup
finals but is
second
choice at
the west
London
club,

where he earns about £90,000 a
week. The 34-year-old was on loan at
Toronto in the Major Soccer League
last season.

6Trabzonspor were in talks last night
to sign Kolo Touré from Liverpool but
the Ivory Coast defender is more
likely to move to a club in the Middle
East. He started only 15 league games
and was culpable for some high-
profile mistakes last season and will
fall farther down the pecking order
after the expected arrival of Dejan
Lovren from Southampton. Touré, 33,
has one year left on his deal after
joining on a free transfer from
Manchester City.

6Southampton have inquired about
Stefan de Vrij, the Holland defender
who has entered the final year of his
deal at Feyenoord, after a proposed
move to Lazio fell though over his
£7million valuation.

6Chelsea have ended their interest in
re-signing Tiago and the midfielder is
expected to sign a new deal at
Atletico Madrid, where his contract

expired last month.

6Fernando Amorebieta has
attracted interest from
Malaga after Fulham were

relegated from the top
flight. The Venezuela

defender, 29,
joined the
London
side from
Athletic
Bilbao on a
free
transfer a

year ago.
Besiktas are in talks to sign Fulham’s

Bryan Ruiz, the Costa Rica winger
who has entered the final year of his
contract at Craven Cottage, but face
competition from Olympiakos. He
cost £10 million from Twente and was
on loan at PSV Eindhoven last
season.

6West Ham United’s proposed move
for Timothée Kolodziejczak fell
through over agents’ fees payable as
part of the left back’s transfer from
Nice after a £4 million fee had been
agreed. He may join Saint-Étienne,
with West Ham now hoping to sign
Vitorino Antunes, the left back, from
Malaga.

6Leicester City have made an
approach for Florent Malouda, the
former Chelsea winger who plays for
Trabzonspor.

Gary Jacob

WINDOW WATCH

2016 “with a youthful group of players”.
Gerrard will instead focus on Liverpool
and their imminent return to the
Champions League for the first time in
five years, having decided that the 114th
cap he won at the World Cup in Brazil,
against Costa Rica, will be his last.
“This has been a very difficult

decision, one of the toughest I’ve had to
make in my career,” Gerrard said. “I
have agonised over this since coming
back from Brazil and have spoken to
family, friends andpeople close tome in
the game before coming to this point.
“Most importantly, Brendan [Rodg-

ers] has been fantastic and obviously I
have to look after my body as much as
possible to ensure I can give everything
when I take to the field. To ensure I can
keep playing to a high level and giving
everything to Liverpool I believe this is
the right decision, and having
Champions League football back at
Anfield is another big factor.”
Rodgers first revealed that theWorld

Cup could prove to be Gerrard’s inter-
national swansong last autumn and
although the Liverpool manager was
fully supportive of his captain repre-
senting England, he was also aware of
the physical toll that it was taking on
the 34-year-old as he enters the latter
stages of his career. Upon confirming

his retirement, Gerrard’s immediate
priority was to give Hodgson his back-
ing despite a profoundly disappointing
World Cup campaign that the
Liverpool captain, who will take on an
ambassadorial role with the FA, readily
admits he remains “upset” about.
“I’m very frustrated, but I’m also

optimistic,” Gerrard told The FA.com.
“I’ve gotmixed feelings looking back at
the World Cup. Performance-wise, I
don’t think we did too much wrong, I
also think there are some fantastic
players in thegroup; youngplayerswho
are going to get better and learn. I know
the supporters are upset at the
moment, I know the players are upset
and everyone has got an opinion on
England at the moment. It’s very
negative.
“Forme, because Iknowwhat’s in the

dressing room and the belief I have in
Roy [Hodgson], Ray [Lewington] and
Gary [Neville], I know things will turn
around for the better, I know thingswill
improve and go forward. I’mprobably a
lot more optimistic thanmost. I’m sure
Roy will help making the England
supporters proud again and change
how it is now, the way people are
looking at this England team. He’s a
fantastic manager and I’m glad the FA
have stuck with him.”

them especially with the Champions
League back”.
It would not take much spin to use

that against Gerrard, to suggest that
this is yet another player who has put
themselves and their club ahead of
their country. Such an interpretation
would be unfair. Gerrard is that rarest
of things—aLiverpudlianwho regards
himself first and foremost as English,
not Scouse.
Unlike many of the players he called

team-mates with England for many
years, he has never seen international
duty as a Calvary to be endured. He
spoke with genuine alarm and anger
when Harry Redknapp alleged during
the World Cup that he had
encountered players who wanted to be
pulled out of England squads while at
Tottenham Hotspur. Such a thought
would not have occurred to Gerrard.
For all that passion and pride,

though, it is hard to deny that, Munich
aside, Gerrard has never quite been as
effective for his country as he has been
for his club, certainly against the
highest calibre of opponents. It is this,
though, that perhaps sumsupGerrard’s
international career best. He is not a
hero, a legend, a stalwart or a talisman.
He is a symbol.
He is a symbol of a generation— the

golden one— that touched the stars at
club level but never quite produced in
the white of their country; that was not
quite good enough when the imported
struts on which their success was built
were removed. He is a symbol of a
football culture that has always
fetishised the individual (Gerrard is
English football’s obsession with Roy
Race figures made flesh) but that has
been unable to keep pace in an age of
system, of collective excellence. His
international career was defined by the
debate over how to play him alongside
Frank Lampard. The answer was easy:
don’t. Pick the one who suits the team.
Most troublingly, though, even now

that he is gone he is a symbol. He is a
symbol that things are getting worse.
Gerrard was not perfect. He had his
flaws. His display against Uruguay
confirmed that his time had come. The
problem is that it is not immediately
clearwhatcomesnext,whowill takehis
place. He may not consider himself a
legend. But given the competition he
leaves behind, he looks a titan.

Next England captain odds

Wayne Rooney (Man United) 1/3
Gary Cahill (Chelsea) 16/5
Joe Hart (Manchester City) 6/1
Leighton Baines (Everton) 16/1
Theo Walcott (Arsenal) 16/1
Jordan Henderson (Liverpool) 18/1
Jack Wilshere (Arsenal) 20/1
Phil Jagielka (Everton) 25/1
Ross Barkley (Everton) 28/1
Adam Lallana (Liverpool) 33/1
Odds provided by Sky Bet

in 2001 but never hit the heights expected of him when playing for his country
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Over and out: Benfica are interested in
César, the QPR and Brazil goalkeeper

Wanted man:
Monaco have
joined Tottenham
in the race to
sign Griezmann,
who is valued at
£25million by
Real Sociadad
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Growling pains: a generation fighting to be the next Tiger
The chances of Rory McIlroy using his
Open victory as the next step towards
dominating the game depend to a large
extent on his own form, but also on the
quality of his rivals. Earlier in the week
atRoyal Liverpool,Henrik Stensonhad
spoken about how “it would take some-
thing very special” now for one or two
players to dominate the game in the
manner of Tiger Woods a decade ago.
Some of the rivals are well established,
others are emerging fast.

Jordan Spieth (United States)
Age: 20. Majors: 0. World ranking: 11
Spieth does not turn 21 until next week
and is considered the brightest talent to
emerge since McIlroy. He finished tied

for secondplace in theMasters this year
and tied for fourth at the Players
Championship, the so-called “fifth
major”, at Sawgrass. When he won the
JohnDeereClassic last year, he became
the first teenager to win a PGA Tour
title for 82 years and could become
McIlroy’s principal rival in the coming
years.

Adam Scott (Australia)
Age: 34. Majors: 1. World ranking: 1
Scott’s capitulation in the final roundof
theOpentwoyearsagonowfeels a long
time ago as he has since gone from
strength to strength, winning his first
major at the Masters last year. He fin-
ished tied for fifth at Hoylake on Sun-
day and, althoughhe is nine years older
than McIlroy, he is a fine athlete with

several good years still ahead of
him.

Jason Day (Australia)
Age: 26. Majors: 0.
World ranking: 8
Day had a disappointing
Open at Royal Liverpool, but
his performances in major
tournaments in the last few
years suggests that this
gifted golfer’s time may

come soon. He has finished as
the runner-up three times in

majors, third once and
fourth in the US
Open this season.
Once he breaks his
duck, he could be
keeping McIlroy
company for some
time.

Martin Kaymer (Germany)
Age: 29. Majors: 2.
World ranking: 12
Like McIlroy at Hoylake,
Kaymer showed his front-
running qualities by leading
fromwire to wire to win the
US Open at Pinehurst last
month, a second major to

add to the US PGA Championship he
won at Whistling Straits in 2010.
Another player who did not enjoy his
time in Merseyside this week, but
Kaymer has discovered the knack of
winning majors and has plenty of time
on his side.

Tiger Woods (United States)
Age: 38. Majors: 14. World ranking: 9
Will he really be a rival for much
longer? Woods’ physical travails, most
recently an operation on his back, have
hampered his progress in recent years,
along with his other highly publicised
problems. He remains a player feared
by the rest of the field, though, and if he
could somehow find a way to win one a
15th major, others could certainly
follow.

John Westerby

Wo

McIlroy makes for compelling viewing

T
hose plans for global domina-
tion were put briefly on hold
yesterday, as Rory McIlroy
attended instead to the
duties expected of Open

champions. The morning after he had
clinched his third major title and spo-
ken of his desire to dominate his sport,
those duties included shooting a short
filmofhis four-daymasterclassatRoyal
Liverpool beforehe flewback toBelfast.
As film scripts go, McIlroy’s major

victories tend to lack a little in suspense
and do not feature late plot twists. The
Northern Irishmanwoneachofhis first
two majors — the 2012 US Open and
US PGA Championship last year— by
eight strokes, while at Hoylake he held
the lead from first round to last.
In the leading role, though, hemakes

for compelling viewing, as the BBC’s
figures for the Open indicate, showing
a sharp rise from recentOpenChampi-
onships. On Sunday, peak viewing
figureswere 5.5million, a rise of 2.1mil-
lion on the 2013 Open, won by Phil
Mickelson, and 1.7million more than
watched Ernie Els lift the claret jug in
2012. The return to prominence of such
a young, charismatic player can only be
good for the game.
According to some, the game would

also benefit from having the sort of
dominant figure thatMcIlroy aspires to
become, a natural successor to Tiger
Woods rather than the proliferation of
winners in the six years since Woods

picked up the most recent of his 14
majors.
So just how feasible is McIlroy’s

ambition to create his own hegemony?
Colin Montgomerie, for one, believes
that McIlroy is acquiring the same sort
of aura thatWoods had at his peak. “In
the late 1990s and early 2000s, if you
saw Tiger in the first round of a major
you just thought, ‘That’s it, I’m playing
for second place,’ ” Montgomerie said.
“It’s a bit like that with Rory now.”
There are others who believe that

Woods’s dominance is unlikely to be
emulated in the near future, among
them Henrik Stenson, now one place
behind McIlroy in the world rankings

atNo3, andGraemeMcDowell. “There
are too many good players now,”
McDowell said. “For everyRory, there’s
an Adam Scott and Jordan Spieth and
Sergio García, as well as a Tiger and
Phil [Mickelson]. It’s very hard to
dominate the way [Woods] did.”
McIlroy’s next golfing engagement

comes in theWGCBridgestone Invita-
tional inAkron,Ohio, aweekonThurs-
day, swiftly followed by the US PGA
Championship at Valhalla, Kentucky,
the final major of the season.
The major that was the talk of Hoy-

lake, though,was theMasters inAugus-
ta next April, when victory would see
McIlroy complete the grand slam of

majors, a feat accomplished in the
professional era only by Ben Hogan,
Gene Sarazen, Gary Player, Jack Nick-
laus and Woods.
Although Augusta was the place

whereMcIlroy surrendered a four-shot
lead in the final round three years ago,
the course is suited to his game, includ-
ing several holes that favour right-to-
left drives. At the Masters this year, he
recovered from a poor second round to
finish tied for eighth.
As for his putting, he looks back to

April in Augusta as the time his play on
the greens improved for the season
after playing with a local amateur, Jeff
Knox. “I remember it well, it was the

sixth green at Augusta on the Sunday, a
huge turning point,” McIlroy said.
“What helpedme was playing with Jeff
Knox, he’s the best I’ve seen on Augus-
ta’s greens. I might have to have a
couple of practice rounds with him
before it starts. I’ve always been com-
fortable from tee to green, it’s just taken
me a fewyears to figure out the greens.”
McIlroy has now clinched a place in

the European Tour’s end-of-season
event in Dubai in November, when the
prize fund is $8million (about £4.6mil-
lion) this year. He is top of the Race to
Dubai rankings after his £975,000 prize
from the Open brought his season’s
winnings to €2,634,933.

Northern Irishman’s
victory at Hoylake on
Sunday sends BBC’s
viewing figures soaring,
writes JohnWesterby

TOM PENNINGTON/GETTY IMAGES

Impressive figures

5,500,000
million viewers watched the final
round on television

202,917
spectators at the Open at Royal
Liverpool last week

€2,634,933
McIlroy’s winnings so far this season
in ten tournaments in the Race to
Dubai

361
his longest drive of the week in
yards, from the 16th tee on Sunday
Words by John Westerby

Crowd-pleaser: McIlroy has shown the ability to woo back his sport’s lost audience after BBC figures peaked at 5.5 million during his two-stroke victory on Sunday

No worries: Scott, the
world No1, has only won
won major at the age of
34, but his fitness and
mental strength suggest
that he still has plenty of
time at the top
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R
ory McIlroy had left the
18th green and now stood
behind the scenes, awaiting
his coronation in what was
a notably downbeat

ceremony. Not for the R&A a burst
of Queen and an exploding bucket of
glitter. The honours were done in
front of nine men and one woman, all
lined up across the grass in dark suits
and with their hands behind their
backs, in a scene that narrowed boldly
the gap between a trophy
presentation and a police funeral.
In the meantime, though, the

camera had a moment to linger on
the Open winner’s face, and Peter
Alliss, in turn, had a moment for
reflection. “I wonder what he’s
thinking now,” the BBC’s Voice of
Golf said, before offering his own
conclusion immediately: “All sorts of
mad thoughts.”
Now, as an insight into the

mindset of the newly crowned
champion, this could be
thought to have lacked
psychological rigour. There’s
probably not a book in this
for the veteran
commentator: All Sorts of
Mad Thoughts: Inside the
Head of the Sporting
Winner — and What it
Can Teach You About
Running Your
Business.
But it has never

really been about
the inner chimp

with Alliss. The inner chump, maybe,
from time to time. But not the inner
chimp. His reaction to the sight of
Phil Mickelson was indicative of the
level on which Alliss prefers to
operate at the major championships:
“Always a delight to have Phil here,”
he said. (If Alliss did football: “Always
lovely to see Wayne Rooney on these
marvellous Manchester derby
occasions.”)
“Amazing,” Alliss found himself

breathing, at one point on Sunday.
“The world of golf is quite amazing.”
And he was content to leave it at that.
For extra grit we turn to Ken

Brown, who, in their commentary box
partnership, is very much more than
just the Ernie Wise to Alliss’s . . . er
. . . Peter Alliss. Brown spent the Open,
as ever, being a font of
hard-acquired knowledge in such
esoteric areas as the particular
properties of the bounce on
seaside-grown turf. (Truer,
apparently.) At one point, seemingly
working from memory, he drew our

attention to a distinction
between the texture of the
sand at one end of a
particular bunker (the one in
which McIlroy landed on

his way to that final
green) and its texture
slightly farther
along. If he arrived
at this degree of
intimacy with
the course by
going out early
every morning

and systematically
rolling across its
entirety, naked, it
would hardly be a
surprise, but it’s
information you just
cannot buy.
Shattering the idyll

momentarily, Maureen
Madill, the on-course

reporter, found things getting
uncomfortably rowdy during the
final exchanges. “There’s a heck of
a noise going on — it’s disgraceful,”
she reported. But the BBC didn’t
explore further and we soon returned
to the hazy majesty of the withdrawn
tide, dogs frolicking on distant sand, a
butterfly at play in the long rough,
etc.
There was certainly no mention of

beered-up punters shouting
“Geddindoooll!” in Andrew Cotter’s
tournament-closing summary — a
prose poem, no less, spoken over one
of those montages that are the BBC’s
specialism. To the sound of a plangent
piano piece, possibly written by
someone who had recently lost their
dog on the sand, Cotter tremulously
described McIlroy as “so young to
have travelled that long and winding

road”, broke the news that “time, like
tide, does not wait” and concluded
that “at gentle Hoylake, the mightiest
wind did blow again”. And never more
mightily than during this prose poem,
possibly. Cracking television, though.
Not many butterflies at the World

Matchplay Darts in Blackpool (Sky
Sports), but, like the golfers, the
players are manfully adapting, as they
always do when they travel to the
coast for this great date on the
calendar, to the unique challenges
represented by “links darts”. (The
wind is always an issue, but on the
plus side you get a truer bounce-out
on seaside-reared dartboards.)
In the only moment of oche-related

controversy so far, Phil “The Power”
Taylor (one of sport’s looser cannons
in the live interview scenario)
referred to Michael Smith as “a cocky

little b*****” and Sky’s estimable
Dave Clark issued the statutory
apology for offences of this nature.
Stephen Fry then sarcastically
tweeted that he was
#shockedbeyondrecovery. But the
great polymath should know better,
having been a darts commentator
himself. Yes, it was about 10.30pm
when The Power dropped the
B-bomb, but in the days of the
hard-drive recorder we live in a
post-watershed world — meaning
that, technically speaking, it’s never
really after the watershed.
Over and above that, though, darts,

and to a lesser extent golf, are pretty
much the only sports left that aspire
to the very highest levels of decorum
in public life, and they should be
congratulated for doing so, not teased
for it.

Brown happy to
play the straight
man while living
next door to Alliss
Giles Smith
Sport on
television

Catch me if you can: the galleries at Hoylake make a grab for souvenirs as the newly crowned champion celebrates

WARREN LITTLE/GETTY IMAGES
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Prior may have
played his last
Test despite
Cook’s support

If there was such a thing as the Matt
Prior Fan Club then Alastair Cook
would be its chairman.He hasmade no
secret of his admiration for the
wicketkeeper-batsman.Hewantedhim
back at the start of the season and
anyonewatching the fourTestmatches
against Sri Lanka and India could even
be forgiven for thinking that his trusted
old friend had been re-appointed vice-
captain. Cook will miss him.
He knew that Prior intended to step

down for the rest of the season,whenhe
delivered a tempered endorsement
after the loss yesterday. Prior had
revealed the decision to the players in
the sanctity of the dressing room after
play. While Cook did not exactly call
time on Prior’s career after 79 Tests, he
was clearly flagging the news.
“In my eyes it is Matty’s call,” Cook

had said. “If he wants to continue
playing for England and he is hungry,
only he will know that.”
The captain also ducked the matter

of Prior’s fitness. “You would have to
ask him if he is fully fit,” Cook said. The
answer came several hours later from
the man himself; not retirement, but a
sabbatical.
And with no guarantee that he will

get his place back for the Ashes next
summer. That is clearly his target, but
the young players have been the stars
this summer, relatively speaking.
Jos Buttler, the very likely

replacement, has asmuch talent as any
of them.
Prior has a longstanding problem

with his right Achilles. It restricted his
ability to play for Sussex at the start of
the season. He went in to back-to-back
Test matches against Sri Lanka having
kept wicket in only a single four-day
game for his county. An operation is
likely.
More recently, he has also suffered a

strain in his right thigh. That right side
again. Those who know about
wicketkeeping believe that he has lost
the springiness in his diving to the right
as a result. Some even think that his
cycling hobby may have strengthened
muscles to the detriment of his day job.

Prior has denied this emphatically.
But with these niggles, plus a bruised

hand, the demands of keeping for long
days in the steamy heat has proved too
much. Cricket Australia, an
organisation that is enjoying England’s
demise at home almost as much as its
whitewash Down Under, has even
compiled a two-minute video of Prior’s
errors for its own website.
“It is a huge decision and not one I

have taken lightly,” Prior said. “I could
have played my last game for England.
I havemade thedecision for the goodof
the team. It has reached the point
where I cannot do the job to the level I
expect of myself. I am not doing justice
to myself or, more importantly, to the
team.”
Cook was speaking in general terms

about all of the ailing senior players in
the team when he said that “the game
owes you nothing.”
It is the sort of thing that Priormight

have said himself. “Having a long
career is incredibly rewarding, but
incredibly tough as well because the
selectors always have to put the best
side on the park,” Cook said.

He agreed that Prior is not a long-
term option for the next four or five
years before qualifying his opinion of
him as “a fantastic wicketkeeper.” Cook
said: “The chance at Trent Bridge [off
Mahendra SinghDhoni] . . . hewill hold
his hand up and say he should have
taken it.
“Some of the byes down the leg side

here, I was at first slip and I could see
the seamstandingup and the ball going
downthehill.Nowicketkeeperwill take
those.” Cook did admit, though, that
“he has probably shelled a couple of
chances too many by his standards.”
Then there is the batting. Yesterday,

in what he must have sensed was
potentially his valediction, Prior
decided to take on the bouncers in the
hope that hemight lead England home
in glorious fashion. No matter that the
second new ball was due any time, or
that Joe Root and Moeen Ali had
thwarted India by playing more
cautiously before lunch.
Nor that he had already succumbed

twice this season to the short ball, albeit
defending. The odds were heavily
stacked against success. His fatal hook
against Ishant Sharma, fetched from
outside off stump, looked like a piece a
self-indulgence. A sad farewell, if
indeed farewell it is.

Chance for Buttler as wicketkeeper takes break
Richard Hobson
Deputy Cricket Correspondent

Battling on: Cook is determined to stay on as England captain but has lost the
experienced Prior, who said he was taking a break for the rest of the season

PHILIP BROWN/REUTERS

Download the
Times Sport app
Caught on the hop

Watch how Matt Prior
has been exposed by the
short ball this summer

Download it from Google Play
or the App Store

Easily dismissed: England’s year of decline

England’s fortunes have gone
downhill since the end of the
Ashes series at home last summer
and the deterioration is reflected
in the averages of the 11 players
who beat Australia in the second
Test at Lord’s a year ago. Only six
of that XI were in action against
India this week.

alastair cook
When he walked away from the
ground a year ago, the England
captain could hardly have
imagined that he would not have
added to his 25 Test hundreds 12
months on.
Average before third Ashes Test,
2013: 7,607 runs at 48.45
Average since: 555 runs at 24.13

joe root
Moved down the order to little
obvious effect in Australia and
was dropped for the Sydney Test,
but has played superbly at No 5
this summer.
Before: 645 runs at 46.07
Since: 802 runs at 47.17.

jonathan trott
His Test career effectively ended
when he left the tour of Australia
because of illness, having
struggled against Mitchell
Johnson in Brisbane.
Before: 3,557 runs at 48.72
Since: 206 runs at 25.75

kevin pietersen
The Ashes Down Under brought
to an end an often-brilliant Test
career. His autobiography, due out
in October, will explain why.
Before: 7,584 runs at 48.30
Since: 597 runs at 32.31

ian bell, right
Arguably the most disappointing
of the senior players this season
despite his three hundreds in
the home Ashes in 2013.
Before: 6,242 runs at 46.58
Since: 659 runs at 31.38

jonny bairstow
A long way down the
pecking order these
days, having

unsuccessfully replaced Matt Prior
as wicketkeeper-batsman for the
last two Tests in Australia.
Before: 480 runs at 32.00
Since: 103 runs at 14.71

matt prior
The game that finished yesterday

may prove to be his 79th
and last for England, as he

looks no better than
before he was dropped in
Australia.
Before: 3,719 runs at
43.24
Since: 380 runs at 23.75

tim bresnan
Elbow injuries
have reduced his
pace and he
seems to be out

of the reckoning for Test
cricket, but he has

featured in limited-overs
internationals this year.
Before: 61 wickets
at 31.36
Since: 11 wickets at 40.36

james anderson
Although he needs only 20 more
wickets to become England’s
most successful Test bowler, he
has not been at his best this
summer.
Before: 320 wickets at 29.66
Since: 44 wickets at 36.16

stuart broad
England’s best bowler in Australia,
where he demonstrated courage
and a thick skin, but an issue with
his right knee requires constant
management and may need an
operation.
Before: 199 wickets at 31.19
Since: 53 wickets at 28.77

graeme swann
Called time in Australia on the
most successful Test career by an
England off-spin bowler since Jim
Laker and is now a figure in
demand around the media.
Before: 235 wickets at 28.14
Since: 20 wickets at 51.40

Words by Richard Hobson
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‘Cook did not exactly
call time but was clearly
flagging news of Prior’

6 Jos Buttler was called up by
England as cover for Matt Prior for
the first Test at Trent Bridge a
fortnight ago, having leapt to the
front of the queue of replacements
with his brilliant 61-ball hundred in
the one-day international against Sri
Lanka at Lord’s in May. Immediately
after that innings, Alastair Cook
said that Buttler was not yet ready
for Test cricket, but Peter Moores,
the head coach, contradicted that a
few days later. Moores signed
Buttler for Lancashire from
Somerset before the season with
Buttler keen to spend more time
with the gloves having been playing
at Taunton as a specialist batsman.
He has shown nerve in both 20-over
and 50-over internationals during
the past three years and supporters
believe that he could become
England’s equivalent of Adam
Gilchrist as a counterattacking force
in the longer game. The question
with Buttler is not if but when.
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The famous five

1971 The Oval
India won by four wickets
Bhagwat Chandrasekhar, the
leg spinner with an arm withered by
polio, bowls India to their first Test
victory in England, taking six for 38

1986 Lord’s
India won by five wickets
India’s only Test win at Lord’s before
yesterday. Dilip Vengsarkar makes
126 not out before Kapil Dev and
Maninder Singh shine with the ball

1986 Headingley
India won by 279 runs
Roger Binny, whose son, Stuart, is in
the present team, takes five for 40
as England are bowled out for 102 in
their first innings

2002 Headingley
India won by an innings and 46
runs Sachin Tendulkar, Rahul Dravid
and Sourav Ganguly all score
centuries as England are buried by
India’s 628 for eight declared

2007 Trent Bridge
India won by seven wickets
England taunt Zaheer Khan, the
left-arm swing bowler, by scattering
jellybeans on the pitch. He responds
by taking nine wickets in the match

Hard work the key for India’s new breed

It was one of the greatest wins in India’s
Test history: a triumph for Mahendra
Singh Dhoni, the captain, Duncan
Fletcher, the coach, and, above all, the
players, nineofwhomhadnotplayed in
England at the highest level before this
series.
They had notwon aTestmatch away

from the heat and dust of home for
three years, in which time they have
lost Sachin Tendulkar, one of the
greatest batsmen the game has seen,
Rahul Dravid and VVS Laxman, two
more who were not far behind, Zaheer
Khan, an exceptional left-arm swing
bowler who has struggled for form and
fitness recently, and many more.
Yet here they were outplaying

England in every aspect of the game—
batting, bowling, fielding and, it has to
be said, captaincy — on a pitch that
could not have been more exactly
tailored to the home side’s
requirements had it been cut in Savile
Row.
It would be nice to put it all down to

a new breed of exotic, steel-wristed
batsmen and beguiling spinners, but
Dhoni, as effusive as he has ever been,
had a more prosaic explanation.
“I think it’s the result of hard effort,”

he said. “Youwon’t always get the result
in your favour, but I felt in the last
couple of series outside India [in South
Africa and New Zealand] we were in a
position to seize one win in each.
“Somehow we were not able to do

that, but what was important was to
keep working hard and putting in the
same kind of preparation and thinking.
Because of that, we have seen the first
overseas victory for this team.
“Itwas just fantastic to see the kindof

effort and determination that the guys
showed. It was an unbelievable game of
cricket for us. What we have done is
take them to a position in the team
where they feel very comfortable and
have the backing of the whole team.
“Therewasa lotofpressureonus.We

lost a crucial toss, which meant we had
to fight out those first two hours when
there was moisture in the wicket, and I
felt our first three batsmen did that and
we scored the amount of runs thatwere
needed. Then Bhuvneshwar Kumar
bowled really well in the first innings
and Ishant Sharma in the second.”

It was a succinct summary that
hardly did justice to the batting of
Ajinkya Rahane, Murali Vijay and
Ravindra Jadeja, the swing bowling of
Kumar and, at the last, the aggression
of Sharma, who produced the
unbelievable spectacle of an India fast
bowler bouncing England out.
“Wehavebeen trying toconvinceour

bowlers to bowl a few more bouncers,”
Dhoni revealed. “Cricket is a very
complex sport and Ishantneverwanted

to bowl bouncers, but once you go
through that phase, it opens an entire
new sector for you.
“ Itwas a bit difficult to convincehim,

so I set a field for him where he could
not even think of pitching the ball up. It
was a strategy that forced him to bowl
the kind of length that I wanted him to
bowl.
“It worked and once he got Moeen

Ali’s wicket he was eager enough to try
that line for a period of time. He works

really hard on his fitness, he’s not shy of
bowling long spells and when you ask
him to come and bowl he gives you 100
per cent every time. He will have to
bowl a lot of overs outside India and
with his height he can exploit the
bouncer a bitmore and put pressure on
the batsmen, so it’s definitely
something he can add to his armoury.
“You can’t compare our attack with

Australia’s when it comes to bowling
bouncers— if I wasMitchell Johnson, I

wouldn’t pitch it up whoever the
batsman was— but Ishant is definitely
someone who can do that.”
There is a lesson there for Alastair

Cook the next time he wants his
bowlers to do something, and therewas
food for thought when Dhoni was
asked about the position Cook finds
himself in.
“It depends on the individual,” he

said. “I went through a phase where we
lost eight Test matches back to back
and started hearing all types of
comments, but youhave to decidewhat
needs to be done for the good of the
team.
“It doesn’t really matter what the

world is saying if you think you can still
do the job, but if you think you can
improve your cricket by giving up the
captaincy, you should do that.”

Confident captain Dhoni believes Lord’s triumph had been on the cards
Pat Gibson

IAN KINGTON / AFP

Winning smile: Jadeja, the India all-rounder, celebrates after brilliantly running out James Anderson to clinch their victory
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I
t gives no pleasure to write it, but
the tapon the shoulder forAlastair
Cook should come. The cruellest
cut would also be the kindest cut,
as itwouldbe in this finecricketer’s

best interests, so that he can find a way
to score runs and enjoy his cricket
again.
It is unlikely to happen, given the

effusive endorsement of Peter Moores,
the head coach, in the aftermath of the
second Test, given how much faith the
ECB has placed in Cook’s powers of
leadership, and given his stubbornly
defiant attitude, reiterated again after
this latest defeat. Itwould be ahuge loss
of face for all concerned to change
direction now.
But, the reality is that the time has

come.Englandhave failed towinanyof
their past ten Test matches, their worst
run of form for more than 20 years,
since August 1992-93, a run of games
that culminated in Graham Gooch’s
resignation.
They have lost seven out of the past

nine Tests. Cook has not scored a Test
hundred for 27 innings, either, an
horrendous run for a man who, not so

long ago, reeled off hundreds for fun.
More than that, this defeat was the
worst of any that Cook’s team have
suffered since the start of the Ashes in
Australia. Forget Sydney, Melbourne,
Perth, Adelaide and Brisbane, and
Headingley, this was the nadir. At
Lord’s they were granted the kind of
conditions they have lobbied for all
summer and this against a team who
had not won away from home in 16
Tests before this one, and who, before
this series, did not possess a batsman
whohad played inEngland.Given that,
and the advantage conferred by the
toss, a 95-run defeat was shocking.
It is said that there is no alternative to

Cook, but that is no reason to stay in the
job. There is always an alternative —
Ian Bell, Joe Root, Stuart Broad, Eoin
Morgan are names that would be
worthy of close scrutiny — and, more
than that, people can surprise you
when given extra authority and
responsibility. England lose more than
they gain by having an out-of-form
Cook leading the side. England’sworld-

class players are thin on the ground,
and Cook is one of those. It must be
incredibly draining for him right now,
and, in that sense, you can only admire
his heroic willingness to shoulder the
burden, but it needs someone from
outside the England bubble to tell him
that it is counterproductive.
Batting is not coming easily, and he is

not a natural leader of men, so both
parts of his game require huge reserves
of mental energy. It is hard to see that
changing any time soon, so the prob-
lems will not miraculously disappear.
Whether his form will immediately

return should he be relieved of the
burdenof captaincy is impossible to say.
Batting is amixtureof the technical and
the mental, and both are suspect right
now. Given the immense amount of
credit in the bank conferred by 25 Test
hundreds and more than 8,000 Test
runs, he deserves a chance to show that
it is the mental baggage of captaincy
that is weighing him down more than
his suspect footwork to balls pitched on
a full length. He should be given a
chance to find his form at the top of the
order for England, not Essex.
The other significant decision con-

cerning Matt Prior has been taken out
of the selectors’ hands. As a wonderful
servant of English cricket, as a bristling

heartbeat of what was a fine England
team, and the kind of cricketer that any
captain would be proud to have in his
side, it was right that the decision came
from Prior himself. If not, the selectors
would have had to have been strong
enough tomake the call . Again, it gives
no pleasure to write it, but the time had
come.
Thatmuchhadbecomeclear, despite

the selectors’ determination at the start
of the season that Prior’s standing as a
senior player was necessary in helping
to bed down this new-look England
team. He has looked very suspect
against the short ball, which has been

really worrying against seamers from
India and Sri Lanka that, while worthy,
are short of the class and pace that
Australia will bring to England next
summer.
That fallibility came to the fore on

the final day at Lord’s again, when he
fell into the leg trap because of a lack of
confidence in his being able to duck or
sway out of the way.
More than that, his wicketkeeping

has become costly. Although many of
the pitches this summer have been
difficult for wicketkeepers, Prior has
missed toomany catches for anybody’s
liking, especially chances to his right, to
which he has found it difficult to move
given the injuries to his right achilles
and right thigh.
It is a cricketer’s worst nightmare

when your body fails you. Prior’s has,
with the result that he cannot practice
and train as he once did, and has not
been able to come into this inter-
national summer with the requisite
form under his belt.
Aword of caution should be sounded

about Jos Buttler, who is not the
finished article, but if this summer has
shown anything, it is that young, fresh
minds and bodies can be trusted in a
way that tired, scarred minds and
bodies cannot.

Time now to
draw stumps
on a captain
short of runs
and victories
Mike Atherton says that for all the
resolve of Alastair Cook to carry on
regardless, common sense should prevail
in the interests of the man and his team

Scoreboard

India: First Innings
M Vijay c Ballance b Plunkett 24
S Dhawan c Ballance b Anderson 7
C A Pujara b Stokes 28
V Kohli c Prior b Anderson 25
A M Rahane c and b Anderson 103
*†M S Dhoni c Prior b Broad 1
R A Jadeja lbw b Ali 3
S T R Binny lbw b Anderson 9
B Kumar b Broad 36
Mohammed Shami c Cook b Stokes 19
I Sharma not out 12
Extras (b 17, lb 10, nb 1) 28
Total (91.4 overs) 295
Fall of wickets: 1-11, 2-48, 3-86, 4-113, 5-123,
6-128, 7-145, 8-235, 9-275.
Bowling: Anderson 23-7-60-4; Broad 22-5-79-2;
Plunkett 15-5-51-1; Stokes 17.4-5-40-2; Ali 14-2-38-1.
England: First Innings
*A N Cook c Dhoni b Kumar 10
S D Robson c Dhoni b Kumar 17
G S Ballance c Dhoni b Kumar 110
I R Bell c Jadeja b Kumar 16
J E Root lbw b Jadeja 13
M M Ali lbw b Vijay 32
L E Plunkett not out 55
†M J Prior c Dhawan b Shami 23
B A Stokes b Kumar 0
S C J Broad c Dhawan b Kumar 4
J M Anderson c Rahane b Jadeja 19
Extras (b 5, lb 10, w 2, nb 3) 20
Total (105.5 overs) 319
Fall of wickets: 1-22, 2-31, 3-70, 4-113, 5-211,
6-214, 7-265, 8-276, 9-280.
Bowling: Kumar 31-10-82-6; Ahmed 19-5-58-1;
Sharma 24-5-61-0; Binny 10-0-45-0; Jadeja
18.5-1-46-2; Vijay 3-0-12-1.
India: Second Innings
M Vijay c Prior b Anderson 95
S Dhawan c Root b Stokes 31
C A Pujara c Prior b Plunkett 43
V Kohli b Plunkett 0
A M Rahane c Prior b Broad 5
*†M S Dhoni c Bell b Plunkett 19
S T R Binny c Cook b Ali 0
R A Jadeja c Cook b Stokes 68
B Kumar c Bell b Stokes 52
M Shami c Prior b Ali 0
I Sharma not out 0
Extras (b 19, lb 9, w 1) 29
Total (103.1 overs) 342
Fall of wickets: 1-40, 2-118, 3-118, 4-123, 5-202,
6-203, 7-235, 8-334, 9-338.
Bowling: Anderson 29-11-77-1; Broad 23-6-93-1;
Stokes 18.1-2-51-3; Plunkett 22-6-65-3; Ali 11-3-28-2.
England: Second Innings (overnight 105-4)
S D Robson lbw b Jadeja 7
*A N Cook c Dhoni b Sharma 22
G S Ballance c Dhoni b Shami 27
I R Bell b Sharma 1
J E Root c Binny b Sharma 66
M M Ali c Pujara b Sharma 39
†M J Prior c Vijay b Sharma 12
B A Stokes c Pujara b Sharma 0
S C J Broad c Dhoni b Sharma 8
L E Plunkett not out 7
J M Anderson run out 2
Extras (b 13, lb 16, w 1, nb 2) 32
Total (88.2 overs) 223
Fall of wickets: 1-12, 2-70, 3-71, 4-72, 5-173, 6-198,
7-201, 8-201, 9-216.
Bowling: Kumar 16-7-21-0; Shami 11-3-33-1;
Sharma 23-6-74-7; Jadeja 32.2-7-53-1; Vijay
4-1-11-0; Dhawan 2-0-2-0.
Umpires: K Dharmasena (Sri Lanka) and
B N J Oxenford (Australia). Third umpire:
R K Illingworth.Match referee: D C Boon (Australia).
6 India lead five-match series 1-0
Series details: First Investec Test match: Match
drawn (Trent Bridge). Third: July 27-31 (Ageas
Bowl). Fourth: Aug 7-11 (Emirates Old Trafford).
Fifth: Aug 15-19 (Kia Oval).
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‘Batting is not coming
easily, and he is not a
natural leader of men’

Hook, line and sinker:
England’s fall guys

201-7
Ben Stokes 0
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Second Investec Test Sport

Sharma supplies the karma after hurrying England to defeat

I’ll will not
walk away,
says Cook as
pressure rises

Karma they would call it in India;
getting your comeuppance they would
call it in James Anderson’s part of the
world. TherewasAnderson lying in the
dirt, spreadeagled and face down,
having failed to beat a return throw
fromRavindra Jadeja, as the realisation
of a stunning defeat dawned.
India felt very wronged at Trent

Bridge by Anderson’s aggression, alle-
gedly both verbal and physical, towards
Jadeja and repayment came more
swiftly than they could have hoped for,
with Jadeja putting the full stop to only
their second victory at Lord’s midway
through the final day of a magnificent
Test match.
Anderson had called Liam Plunkett

for a quick single to cover, only to be
sent back as the India spinner rushed
around to retrieve the ball, before

throwing down the stumps and wheel-
ing away in triumph.
Defeat for England, the margin of it

being 95 runs, came in a rush after,
believe it or not, a marvellous opening
session. Marvellous, that is, had it been
one ball shorter. For until the final ball
before lunch, Joe Root and Moeen Ali
had played with such common sense
and such conviction and purpose,
adding 68 largely untroubled runs, that
the unexpected was not entirely out of
the question. Ten overs after lunch, the
game was finished.
Mahendra Singh Dhoni made the

crucial switch for the final over before
lunch, asking Ishant Sharma to go into
what now must be known as “Plunkett
mode”, after Sharma and his fellow
seam bowlers, as well as India’s spin-
ners, had toiled unsuccessfully
throughout the morning. Three short
balls to Root signalled the change,
the right-hander was discomforted
enough forDhoni to persevere and so it
was that Ali took his eyes off the final
ball before lunch, ducking into a short
one and punching it to short leg.

The irony was that Ali signalled to
himself that he ought to have played an
aggressive shot. An hour later, three
batsmen were in the pavilion wishing
that they had played a little less aggres-
sively. Lemming-like, Matt Prior, Ben
Stokes and Root all succumbed to the
hook shot as Sharma continued his
short-pitched ploy, with two and some-
times three fielders waiting for the
catches that came, one after another,
after another.
This was ridiculous batting. First

Prior, who had come out bristling, and
who continued to play with abandon
evenwhenDhoni posted a third fielder
on thehook. Sharmapropelled another
short ball into the pitch, but crucially
this time from round the wicket so that
the angle was against the shot, and
Murali Vijay barely had tomove to take
the catch. It was a sad way for Prior to
go, but the inescapable conclusion has
come that Father Time, looking on
fromabove the Lord’s clock, has caught
up with him and his body no longer
allows him to be the kind of cricketer
thathehasbeen for so long forEngland.
Following Prior’s lead, Stokes added

anothernought—tocompletean igno-
minious pair — to the horrific run of
scores he has made since he posted a
half-century in a one-day international
against Australia in February. Like
Prior, he attempted to pull a ball from
well outside off stump, and succeeded
only in hoisting a catch to mid-on. His
batting looks shot, although, unlike
Prior, he is sure to come again.
Then Root, who had played so

beautifully in themorningandwhohad

moved to his fifty with five choice
boundaries from 122 balls, three of
theminoneover fromSharma,butwho
now caught the hooking virus, Stuart
Binny the catcher. Root left the crease
gnawing on the bottom of his bat,
knowing that he had gift-wrapped
another soft wicket on a day when his
team could ill afford it. To be fair to
Root, he had shown great skill and
conviction before lunch, precisely the
kind of qualities Englandmust look for
now in their darkest moment.
For India, this was a stunning

triumph. It was built on the disciplined
foundations of a hundred fromAjinkya
Rahane in the first innings, 95 from
Vijay in the second, not forgetting the
skill and composure of Cheteshwar
Pujara in the first, the impishness of
Jadeja in the second, and the all-round
contribution of Bhuvneshwar Kumar.
Sharma topped it off with a fast-

bowling performance of skill and heart
either side of lunch on the final day, so
finishingwith Test best figures of seven
for 74. He and his fellow seam bowlers
showed England the way.

Lord’s (fifth day of five): India beat England by
95 runs

Mike Atherton
Chief Cricket Correspondent

England v India

Download the
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Download it from Google Play
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better. It needs to be shaken up.” Some
change is expected today when the
selectors name their squad for the third
Test at the Ageas Bowl starting on
Sunday.
As well as finding a replacement for

Prior— almost certainly Jos Buttler—
scrutiny will also fall upon Ben Stokes
and even Stuart Broad, who is continu-
ing to struggle with his right knee.
Peter Moores, the head coach and a

selector, was in deep discussion with
Cook on the dressing-room balcony
more than two hours after the game
yesterday.
Cook said that he had sought

reassurances about his leadership from
Moores during the five days, but was
getting no vibes from the ECB hier-
archy that he is about to be fired.
He also backed the decision to cut

ties with Kevin Pietersen after the win-
ter Ashes. His words came around the
time Pietersen was repeating the hope
expressed before theMCCbicentenary
game 17 days ago that hewould play for
England again.
“Wemight just have to wait for a few

things to change before that could
possibly happen,” Pietersen, who has
not played a first-class match this year,
told BTSport. Asked if that couldmean
a change in personnel, he replied:
“Possibly.”
Asked unceremoniously whether he

considered himself to be a good
captain, Cook said: “I think a captain is
onlyasgoodas theplayersyouplaya lot
of the time, you can see that from
Michael Clarke [the Australia captain]
as well.
“At times you think of doing different

thingswith hindsight. In certain times I
have captained well, at Trent Bridge
[for the first India Test] I thought I
captained pretty well, and here it was a
simple game plan. I don’t think my
captaincy was why we lost this game.”
England lost five batsmen to short

balls in an appalling sequence either
side of lunch, including Prior, Stokes
and Joe Root all hooking.
“You live and die by the sword you

choose to take,” Cook said. “It is a very
high-risk strategy and it did not come
off.”
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Stuart Broad 8

198-6
Matt Prior 12

201-8
Joe Root 66

173-5
Moeen Ali 39
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C A U S E R I E A J B
N T E C A L I G U L A

M A Q U I S L O T L
R P T O I L E T R O L L
C E A P U A

C H I N U N S C R I P T E D
I D R E E L R

S C H O L A R U S U A L L Y
O U N M I N O
F I R S T T H I N G T H O R
T O N N A N
B R U S H A S I D E T I
A T I C D R I V E R
C A E S A R E A L O S
K R Y B A Y O N E T S

1 Aircraftman traps legs in a
helter-skelter, needing this? (9)

6 Love visiting fair? Knights on
horseback used to (5)

9 European with sack fell (7)
10 Walk around a new area: it

supposedly cures everything (7)
11 Part of building where snoopers

may go for a drop? (5)
12 Presenter in a 12th-century church

near the front (9)
13 First of raptors, freely soaring

around that military base (8)
14 Onion, possibly, making us flipping

weep! (4)
17 Genuine reverberation cut short

before time (4)
18 Shameful row where the service

comes from (8)
21 Casual hard cover for APHerbert’s

first gazetteer? (9)
22 Sparklers pawnshop also displays

(5)
24Defenceless but intact in Albert

Square? (7)
25 Move home, quietly taken in by

father (7)
26 Prosper, putting out first part of

Othello live? (5)
27 Revolutionary device crucial to the

daily grind? (4-5)

1 Liberal who’d need former partner
for instance (5)

2 Completely finished the fish, say, in
total disorder (3,4,3,5)

3 What one may wear out primarily
in clumsy skating (8)

4 Sort of chair a woman’s used
appropriately outside… (8)

5 …ready for Vladimir’s firm kiss (6)
6 Subordinate soldiers employed
after beginning of month (6)

7 Reserved animal, between one and
four, in a French colony (15)

8 Followers left in Lincoln, apt for
coaching (9)

13 Fast runner upset the old horse in
sports area (9)

15 Male GP taking on sick primate (8)
16 Tool one wants altered (5-3)
19 Vertebrate Geordie’s mother will

verbally identify (6)
20Arbitrary collection of letters

representing memory? (6)
23Half-inch rod for sharpening

knives, so to speak (5)
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I’m desperate to stay on, says Cook

Alastair Cook admitted being in the
toughest spell of his career last night,
but insisted that he will not walk away
from the England captaincy after a
dreadful loss to India yesterday.
Having failed towinaway fromhome

since June 2011, the touring side com-
pleted victory at Lord’s by 95 runs as
England were bounced out by Ishant
Sharma, who returned figures of seven
for 74 in the second innings.
England are in their longest

sequence without a win of ten games
since 1992-93, but Cook wants to
remain at the helm even though he has
been in charge throughout that unhap-
pyperiod. Instead, the first casualtywas
Matt Prior, the wicketkeeper, who
blamed injury as he announced last
night that he would not play again this
season.
Having hinted on television that he

intended to givehimself until the endof
the five-match series, Cook clarified his
position. “What I meant to say was,
until my position becomes untenable,”
he said. “If I am not scoring runs by the
endof the series andweare losingmore
games, it becomes tougher and tougher
and I would clearly not be the man to
turn it around.
“I think everyone would have doubts

in this situation, it would be only natu-
ral when things are not going well, but
it makes me more determined. I would
love to win this series. That would give
me so much satisfaction after the dark
times. I have not had it any tougher in

my career than we are having at the
moment, but I do not think walking
away would be the way to go.
“I amnotgoing tohideand say Iwake

up everymorning the best I have felt in
my cricketing career. I am desperate to

carryon, theremight comea timewhen
I am not desperate to carry on but at
this precise moment I do and I want to
be at the front when we win games of
cricket.”
However, Michael Vaughan, the

Ashes-winning captain of 2005, led the
critics when he said on Test Match
Special: “Change is required. You can-
not keeping saying we are building. It
cannot go on and it is not going to get
Continued on page 63

6Captain defiant after defeat by India 6Wicketkeeper Prior calls time on season
Richard Hobson
Deputy Cricket Correspondent

Final insult:
James Anderson
is run out in the
concluding
action from
yesterday’s fifth
day at Lord’s that
ended with
England
reflecting on a
95-run defeat
and more
uncomfortable
questions for
their captain
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