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With the Bradford trolleybus �eet still going
strong and with expectation of another ten
years of life, the council put an order in for two
new tower wagons. �ese were both Austin
FG-based and they became an important
part of the lives of Andy Feather and Norman
Hinchli�e and the focus of this feature.

Usually an enthusiast has a special vehicle
he loves before he/she endeavours to buy an
example, but Andy Feather, with help from
his friend, bought into something which
could really help others in the preservation
movement.

Andy had no trouble following the life
history of the vehicle he wanted. A�er 32
years working for Bradford Council, he ended
up in the ideal place to make sure that his
target wasn’t going to be unceremoniously
dragged o� to the local dismantler. �e
purchasing department of the council is where
the decisions are made to, not only buy the
vehicles that the council require, but where
and when to sell them, when the time comes
for the company to move them on. XKW 832/
�eet O 32 had been instrumental in keeping
the overhead wiring system of Bradford’s city 
trolleybus � eet safe for 12 years with its sibling 
833/� eet O 33.  

Bradford had purchased the two, identical, 
FGK 60-based Austins in 1962. � e order was 
awarded to Eric Myers, a motor distributor 
of Manningham Lane, Bradford who sent his 
o� er in, on the 27th February 1962, tendering 
to build a couple of Austin tower waggons 
(sic) including a choice of equipment o� ering 
either a Rawlinson or an Eagle elevating tower. 
Two, three-ton, BMC Morris FG/FCs, on a 
12�  1in wheelbase chassis (how about that for 
accuracy!) with just the scuttle added, costed 
out at £783.10s each (£783.50p), a total of 
£1,410 6s od (£1,410.30p) a� er the 10% � eet 
user discount. Delivery charges and number 
plates put another £8.10s 0d (£8.50p) onto each 
vehicle. � e Rawlinson’s elevating tower was 
priced out at £1,759 and the Eagle Type C, at 
£2,669.13s.0d (£2,669.65p) each.

At the end of the day, the two wagons were 
going to cost £2,472 13s 0d (£2,472.65p) each 
with the Rawlinson Tower and this cheaper, but 
e�  cient option was the decision the council 
took. Delivery was expected to take place 
within 24 weeks of the order being signed.

Reasonably, XKW 832 was delivered � rst 
on the 22nd September and given the � eet 
number O 33, while 833 arrived on the 1st 
of November and strangely, was given O 32. 
Someone realised that it would be immensely 
sensible if XKW 832 was O 32 and 833, O 33, 
so quickly, in 1963, the numbers were swapped. 
Ba�  ed by, the use of the letter ‘O’, we asked the 
all-important question ‘why were all the tower 
wagons, right back to the very early days, given 
an ‘O’ pre� x?’ � e response was, ‘Other Rolling 
Stock’, we were certainly glad we asked.

� e FGKs were not the iconic, three-penny 
cab design, well-known to the British Leyland 
enthusiast, as the windscreen was made with 
two, � at pieces of glass split in the middle, while
on a standard FG the windscreen is a single 
piece and curved around the bodywork edges, 
to give better visibility. � ese had been ordered 

▲ Karrier CK3, EKY 593, outside Saltaire trolleybus depot, another fine shot by the late Jim Copland.
Photo: The late Jim Copland.

▲ Bradford Corporation Karrier CK3, EKY 593, works on the overhead wires in this contemporary shot
by the late Jim Copland in August 1962. Photo: The late Jim Copland.

TOWER WAGONSWords: Mike & Julie Blenkinsop
Photos as stated

▲ A well-posed shot of AK49 on the road. A Milnes Daimler Corporation tower wagon bought just prior
to the inauguration of the Bradford overhead electric system. Photo: Bradford Corporation Transport Archive.
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as a special build, for the Council’s overhead
maintenance work, from coachbuilder’s Oliver
of Shipley, who may have subsequently changed
their name to Aluminium Bodies. We assume
that the total cost of the lorries incorporated the
coachbuilding work of Oliver within the cost of
the tower speci�cation.

In fact, there are a lot of di�erences with
this FG design, almost to the point where O
32 and O 33 don’t look like an FG at all. Gone
is the body wrap-round panel where the sides
become the front. �e extra, glass viewing panel
at foot height in the cab, which on the standard
FG, wraps around the front and side of the
vehicle has moved to a �at panel location over
and within the wheel arch. �e bodywork, in

common with a lot of tower wagons, is di� erent 
from one side to the other as the passenger/
kerb side has the extra door for the crew to 
access the workshop section of the bodywork. 
An illuminated headboard lights up as extra 
visibility protection when working, announcing 
the engineers are involved in ‘overhead repairs’. 
Oliver also built some bigger machines for the 
Yorkshire Electricity Board for working further 
a� eld, their engineers needing a much larger 
crew cab; these were 900 FGs with the bigger 
six-cylinder engine. 

� e Bradford FGs were � tted with the BMC 
550 3.4 litre four-cylinder engine from new, O 
33’s engine seized around 1968 and an order 
was placed for a new 3.4 litre, but that engine 
wasn’t available at that time so a more powerful 
option had to be selected and a 3.8 litre was 
� tted instead. Incidentally, Andy has only just 
got the engine to run on O 33 in May 2019 for 
the � rst time in 32 years; these engines were 
� tted to a plethora of vehicle types including 
the Nu�  eld tractor. 

� e two tower wagons had looked a� er the 
old, in fact, one of the oldest, trolleybus systems 
maintaining the Bradford overhead wires until 

the end. When the trolleys � nished, Bradford 
Council overhauled the two wagons until 
privatisation opened-up the passenger-carrying 
market and the business became West Yorkshire 
Passenger Transport Executive in 1974. � e 
company repainted them in the new green and 
cream, WYPTE livery but didn’t have the same 
amount of work to justify a pair of overhead 
maintenance wagons, so an assessment was 
made of all the vehicles that they owned and 
everything which was considered extraneous 
was sold o� . One of the two towers, 0 32, was 
retained for general work around the yard and 
repairs to buildings. So, Andy bought O 33 
from the Council, with only a 12-year working 
life under its belt. In Andy’s care, it started to 
metaphorically ‘earn a crust’ by putting up a lot 
of the overhead infrastructure at the, then new, 
Sandto�  Museum, a collection dedicated to the 
Trolleybus. 

Bradford City Transport bus services 
changed its name once more in October of 
1986. ‘Yorkshire Rider’ suggested a new and 
modern image and when a decision was made 
to move the other FG on, Andy was in the right 
place to acquire second Austin tower wagon O 

▲ A period image showing both O 32 and O 33 Austin FG tower wagons outside the overhead line 
department workshop on Aldermanbury, off  Thornton Road in Bradford. O 32 (right) is towing a specially 
built trailer to carry trolley-line material as this FG had the larger capacity 3.8 litre engine fi tted. 

▲ A team group picture on the day that the fi rst 
of the two CK3 Karriers was taken to Sandtoft. 
Overhead foreman Herbert Emsley is in the white 
coat, Vic Midgley, the Works Superintendent – 
wearing a suit – who was in overall charge of the 
Thornbury Works, is positioned between the two 
Austins and Norman Hinchliff e is third from right, 
wearing trainers. The vehicles are (left to right) the 
ex-Leeds Bedford OLBG, the two Austin FGs and  
the remaining Karrier CK3. Photo: Andy Feather.

▲ Norman Hinchliff e’s Series 2A tows the CK3 
Karrier across country to Sandtoft. Photo: Andy Feather.

► One of the
Austin FGs, the 
running Karrier 
CK3 and ex-
Nottingham AEC 
tower wagons 
are working 
on erecting 
the overhead 
system at 
Sandtoft 
Trolleybus 
Museum. Both 
Andy and 
Norman are 
in the picture.  
Photo: Bob Ashton.

► Early days at Sandtoft using the non-running Karrier – they used the hand-operated ex-
Huddersfi eld pole crane to lift the tower, then put wood beams through the tower to hold it 
up – moving it by towing it with Norman’s Land Rover S2A. It is not quite high enough to fi t 
pole straps, so Norman is standing on the rails to tighten the bolts – Health and Safety was in its 
infancy in those days! Photo: Andy Feather.
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32, as he had become the Purchasing O�  cer at 
the council, a useful place to be if you want to 
keep your eye on retiring assets and he took his 
chance to get a matching set. 

� e intention then was to make O 32 the 
restoration machine while selling O 33, which 
by this time had started to lose its shine, having 
been stored for a few years outside. It is always 
di�  cult to � nd undercover storage for any 
lorry, never mind one with a tall, wooden tower 
structure on its back.

So, ‘Best-laid plans of mice and men’ (to 
paraphrase Robert Burns) and never a truer 
sentence was uttered, but Andy just couldn’t 
let O 33 go, so turning the situation around, 
retained O 32 in its as-was condition and 
decided to strip O 33 down and rebuild it, 
renewing anything suspect as he went along. 

� e tower platform and structure came 
o�  using an overhead crane once the FG was 
ensconced in storage at Keighley Bus Museum, 
but travelling times made life di�  cult, so an 
industrial unit was found near Andy’s home 
in Settle. Work started on the basic machine, 
but when the time came to replace the tower in 
2012/13, the vehicle would have been too tall to 
go through the existing storage door, so it was 
back to the bus museum…

It was in March 1996 that O 32 
metamorphosed from its green Metro-identity 
to a � ctitious Bradford Corporation image with 
a livery modi� cation that really enhanced the 
look of the tower wagon; a cream band now 
surrounded the windows which really li� ed 
and modernised the look of the truck. O 32 
was lent, on private secondment, during April 
and May of 1996 to the Merseyside Tramway 
Preservation Society, based at Birkenhead in 
the Wirral, to help them raise the new tramway 
infrastructure to give them a   running tram 
service. 

Since the decision to completely rebuild O 
33 it has spent a lot of time, attached to a rigid 
bar and being towed by a variety of Norman’s 
4 x 4s. At 2,467 kg, it is well-within the towing 
capabilities of the Land Rovers.

 It is now a slow, on-going restoration, but 

▲ Norman Hinchliffe’s Discovery coupled up to the Austin tower wagon so that it can be towed around
the Sandtoft site to work on the overhead wires. Photo: Norman Hinchliff e. 

▲ Austin FG O 32 in West Yorkshire PTE colours working on the overheads at Sandtoft, note the hand-
operated, horse-drawn pole crane to its right. Photo: Andy Feather.

▲ Ready to roll, Norman Hinchliff e’s, then new, Land Rover Discovery is coupled up to Andy Fisher’s 
Austin FG tower wagon with Councillor and author Stanley King (left) as it is prepared for its journey to 
its new home. Photo: Norman Hinchliff e.

▲ Austin FG O 32 looks in fi ne condition as it is 
used to access a problem in the offi  ce roof. Photo: 
Norman Hinchliff e.

TOWER WAGONS
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in May 2019, O 33’s engine, which hadn’t
turned over for 32 years, roared into life, which 
made Andy’s day. Andy stayed employed 
with Yorkshire Rider until 1991, when a new 
opportunity arose to work for Solihull-based, 
Davy Engineering in their Bradford satellite 
o�  ce and he is still there, 28 years later, 
providing service parts to the bus industry.

� e pals are now heavily involved in the 
Sandto�  trolleybus operation as Austin O 32 is 
based there assisting with the building of new 
overhead infrastructure. When the Sandto�  
Museum’s � rst running day was announced, 
Bradford Council kindly lent the museum O 
32 for a weekend; On this occasion, Norman 
actually drove the tower wagon there and back.

Norman remembers, ‘I became involved 
in trolleybus preservation while at school in 
Hudders� eld and soon joined the committee 
of the Hudders� eld Trolleybus Preservation

Society. I had a particular interest in Overhead
Line and spent a great deal of time out with the 
overhead crews in Hudders� eld – mainly in the 
course of dismantling, but occasionally putting 
in new wiring. I worked as a schoolboy for John 
Ayrey who had a model shop in Hudders� eld 
and had recently brought the Belgian trolleybus 
Liège 425 (now also at Sandto� ) over to the 
UK. John stored the vehicle near his Bradford 
shop. I used to go over at weekends to help 
him and this is where I met Andy Feather, 
also a trolleybus enthusiast, who worked at 
John’s Bradford shop. Andy used to go out 
regularly with the Bradford ‘Overhead Crews’, 
and we both ended up working for Bradford 
Corporation Transport, myself in the drawing 
o�  ce, and Andy in purchasing. Together,
we erected the overhead system at Moorside 
Mills Industrial Museum, Ludlam Street, 
Hammerton Street and Low Moor for West 

Yorkshire Transport Museum (*Transperience)
and together we designed and erected the 
original overhead at Sandto�  – we are in the 
process of erecting a demonstration line of 
Cedes-Stoll-style overhead at Sandto�  now’. 

*Sadly, Transperience was a white elephant 
project which opened on a 16-acre site, in 1995, 
with much celebration. What should have been a 
great project was reportedly, badly-handled and 
a� er £11.5 million was spent on what has been 
latterly described as ‘an antiseptic bus experience 
for enthusiasts’, the museum went down within 
two years, having been unable to attract the mass 
public in the numbers expected; the company 
sadly collapsed with debts of £1million. 

� e � nal day of the trolleybuses, 26th March 
1972, was like no other in Bradford, with 
enthusiasts from all over Britain and Europe 
besieging the town’s overhead network streets 
between � ornbury Depot and � ornton Road. 
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▲ A posed shot of Austin FG O 32 while having a 
break from installing overhead wiring at Sandtoft 
Trolleybus Museum.
Photo: Norman Hinchliff e. 

▲ Arriving at Sandtoft Trolleybus Museum, O 32 being pulled by Norman Hinchliff e’s Discovery. 
Photo: Andy Feather.

▲ The bodywork on the Austin
FG O 33 is so badly corroded 
that a new wooden frame                       
must be built.

▲ Metalwork begins to be
formed over the wooden frame 
in the industrial unit at Settle. 

▲ The tower body               
fl oor supports are
re-laid in new wood. 

► Well on its way to
becoming a working 
vehicle again, the Austin 
FG XKW 833. 
Photo: Andy Feather.

◄ The rear bodywork 
on O 33 is           re-made 
in aluminium
Photo: Andy Feather.

Fr
am

e a
nd

 fl o
or

 p
ho

to
s: 

An
dy

  F
ea

th
er

.

▲ Norman’s Land Rover hauls the Austin FG O 
33, with its new panels, down to the Keighley Bus 
Museum for further restoration.
Photo: Norman Hinchliff e.
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▲ A rear view of the rebuilt tower platform in 
February 2019. Andy thinks another 18 months 
should see it as a perfect running example of the 
Bradford Corporation Austin FG Tower Wagon. 
Photo:  © Millhouse Archive.

▲ Austin FG O 33 parked-up in the company of Kiran Tolson’s Bradford Matador recovery truck with 
Bradford Trolleybus 758 in tow. Photo: Norman Hinchliffe.

� e Council put on special services for the many 
who wanted to travel for the last time on board a 
Bradford trolley. � e ultimate run was made on 
trolleybus 844 with dignitaries from the Council 
and the transport committee, suitably including 
Mr Edgar Oughtbridge an 80-year-old former 
maintenance superintendent, who had worked 
on the very � rst trolleybus in the Bradford � eet 
in 1911. A former Councillor and author Stanley 
King, who went on to write a de� nitive book on 
the occasion was also on board as he was already 
a great, hands-on supporter of the preservation 
movement; sadly, he died prematurely, from an 
illness, in October 2012. 

As driver Fred Kelly turned 844 into the 
� ornbury Works for the last time, the Mayor, 
Councillor Herbert Moran, symbolically, threw 
a switch ending the system’s power supply. (� e 
gesture didn’t really cut o�  the overall supply as 
electricity was still required to power trolleys 
around the running yard). 

� e Mayor must have had some emotional 
involvement too as he had been a trolley driver 
earlier in his life. 844’s driver Kelly was presented
with his schedule board and thus 60 and a half 
years of Bradford trolleybus history ended.  
Fortunately, on this historic day, enthusiasts 
captured the Bradford Austin FGs too for 
posterity, as one of the pair of FG tower wagons
is visible rushing to attend to a de-wiring in 
a silent-8 ciné colour � lm, marketed by the 
Anbrico Videoscene company, which can be 
viewed on YouTube. � e � lm goes on to show 
the � nal days of the system with Trolley 758 
being towed out of the � ornbury works, with 
‘maximum 4mph speed’ signs being displayed 
in the yard as one of the other service vehicles, 
a BMC WF four-ton drop-side lorry, KKY 396 
G, suitably ballasted with a trolleybus electric 
traction bogie, acts as the tow-truck. 

Bradford bus enthusiasts have become 
masters at � nding new � rst or last events with 
their Trolleybus number 758 which was selected
for rebuilding by the Bradford Trolleybus 
group. It was deemed to be the � rst Public 
Service Vehicle in the country to have � ashing 
indicators (� tted in May 1952) and the last open
rear entrance trolleybus operating in Britain. It is
now 70% restored, at the Keighley Bus Museum,
according to project leader Peter Price of 
Allerton. It is estimated that 18 Bradford trolleys

▲ February 2019. A profi le view of O 33 as Andy Feather continues to restore it.
Photo: © Millhouse Archive.

survive in the UK, which may include DKY 712,
in storage on the Isle of Wight.

On 13th August 1972, Bradford City 
Transport’s Austin FG Tower Wagon O 32, 
XKW 832, also made history. � e trolley 
system’s Overhead Foreman, the well-respected
Herbert Emsley, took a pair of bolt-cutters 
and with his hard-hat jauntily tipped to one 
side, raised his cutters symbolically snipping 
the last piece of wire from, not only Bradford’s 
trolley bus system, but the last piece of trolley 
bus service wire to be cut in Great Britain. 
� ere were 12 technicians below to witness the 
act which took place on the corner known as 
Carnegie’s Library in Shipley.

Enthusiasts weren’t going to let the end of the
trolleybus era be forgotten, as ten years later, in 
1982, one of the preserved Karrier trolleybuses,
number 735, returned and was towed along 
some of its old routes. (Incidentally, in 2014, the
Bradford trolley 735 was repainted in Walsall 

colours a� er being loaned by its owner Colin 
Saxton to the Black Country Living Museum in 
Dudley). 

� irty years a� er that, Austin O 32 became 
one of the celebrities at a memorial-day 
at Sandto�  Trolleybus Museum in 2012, 
commemorating 40 years’ anniversary since 
the end of the Bradford trolleybus system. Five 
ex-Bradford trolleybuses were the stars of the 
show as they gave a running demonstration, 
dutifully followed by ‘their’ Austin FGK 60 tower 
wagon bringing up the rear!

And, Andy’s quest? Well, he thinks another 
18 months’ work should see O 33 fully � t and 
operational! 

We must thank Norman Hinchli� e and Andy 
Feather for the tremendous amount of help and 
advice they gave us while we put this article 
together and Norman Shepherd of Keighley Bus 
Museum for his kind help in getting the ball 
rolling in the � rst place.      v

TOWER WAGONS
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On location Words and photos: Jim King

The London & South East Area of
the Historic Commercial Vehicle 
Society (HCVS) organised an 
annual run from Sevenoaks to 

Hastings to coincide with the Hastings 
Festival Week. � is is the eleventh of such 
an occasion held on Sunday 20th October, 
and was extremely well organised by Diane 
Taylor whose other roles include being 

the secretary of the area as well as the
membership secretary for the HCVS as a 
whole.

Vehicles began arriving in the very early 
morning at the Vestry Road Industrial 
estate, Sevenoaks and a� er a hot cuppa 
and a chat, drivers and passengers made 
their way to the Stade car park at Hastings 
via the scenic roads of Kent and Sussex.     

I managed to position myself on the A2100
Hastings Road to catch them as they passed 
just south of Battle. � e weather was dry 
for once but very cold and slightly overcast 
although I believe that it brightened up in 
time for their arrival at Hastings.

Anyone wishing to join the HCVS 
should visit their website: hcvs.co.uk where 
they can � nd the appropriate form.

5102 MF is a 1961 Foden 
S20 looking ready for a 
day’s work. Tony Lavender 
of Heathfi eld, E. Sussex.

B183 AKN looking pristine in 
white is this 1985 Scammell 
S26. Gordon O, Neill.

BGL 649V, nicely turned out 
1979 ERF. Robert Campbell.

HISTORIC COMMERCIAL VEHICLE
SOCIETY11TH SPRAT & WINKLE RUN
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C837 ALJ ‘Little Al’ 1986 Ford Cargo. David Bishop.
HPK 906C is this blue and yellow liveried 1965 Bedford TK. 
Peter Whitehead of Croydon, Surrey.

HYW 66N 1974 ERF looking in ‘Supreme’ condition! Chris Simmonds. L880 CPC 1993 Dennis Rapier fi re appliance. Alan Greenwood.

PAA 823G 1968 Bedford TK again in blue, must
be a popular colour choice for commercial 
vehicles. Adrian Williams.

UXS 372 1937 Fordson 7V looking splendid
in Watneys colours. Paul LeStrange of 
Corringham, Essex.

YUY 551 1960 Bedford J1 again in blue, 
there must have been a job-lot at the paint 
suppliers. Wayne Gillam of Oxted, Surrey.

UYE 428 1959 Foden S20 (it’s that blue again) . David Penfold of Nutley, E.Sussex.
YXG 872 1950 AEC Regent 3 fi re appliance.
Henry Shrimpton of Banstead, Surrey.
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Obviously, smaller breweries
would have little use for 
them in a 38 ton plus 
con� guration, but many 

medium sized brewers use articulated 
drays for delivering the ale to bigger 
city pubs with a sizeable turnover of 
drinks. � ese are artics using smaller 
tractors with less overall tonnage 
needed and where too long a trailer is 
a hindrance around o� en right-angled 
street corners. As well as delivering 
casks and full barrels, there is the need 

to o�en carry back empties for re�ll
back at base. Empty casks aren’t that 
heavy but take up bulk and a small artic 
with clanking aluminium barrels is just 
the thing.

However, for distance work the bigger 
breweries, some of which are multi-
national combines, need full size artics 
and conventional heavy tractor and 
trailers are utilised. Most o� en nowadays 
these are curtain side trailers but there 
was a time where bulk beer tankers 
were popular. � e � exible sides act as 

great mobile billboards for the branded
drinks, leaving little doubt as to the 
contents. Here’s a selection of articulated 
drays that I have photographed over 
the years, showing the variety of             
trucks used. v

Transport heritage

Most drays for carrying beer and transporting other beverages are most often four 
wheeled rigids. This con� guration is adequate for most needs as the capacity is about 
right for multi-drop daytime deliveries and they are more manoeuvrable around city 
streets. Bigger capacities are sometimes taken care of with similar six-wheeled rigids 
for the same task. For this feature I thought I would take a look at the variety of lorries 
used in an articulated capacity for bigger loads.

 the flexible sides act 
as great mobile 
billboards   

BIG DRAYS
This Cummins E14 365 powered ERF E Series tractor 
was on its way to Coleford in Gloucestershire where 
the Lucozade brand of drinks was manufactured. 
I was nearby in the village of Birdwood on 
holiday in a small house and 
the August of 1995 was hot 
and dry. This enabled me to 
hunker down in a ditch to 
get a nice low angle 
on this 1989 tractor. 
Much to the 
amusement of my 
passing landlady!
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Words and photos: Mark Gredzinski

▲ This Cummins powered 1984 ERF C Series 6x2 C40 day cab tractor belonged to the Tetley Walker
combine. Tetley’s of Leeds had merged with the Walkers of Warrington brewery in 1960 and it’s 
believed that this dray was based at the latter’s premises. The picture was taken under the concrete 
superstructure of Spaghetti Junction in Birmingham in October 1989.

▲ In a bright blue, this Babycham liveried dray used a conventional 
curtainside trailer to haul its wares and was pulled by a brand new ERF E14 
6x2 tractor. It was operated in fact by SVW Distribution Limited who also 
used a Seddon Atkinson Strato on the same type of work in a similar livery. 
The photo was taken in the Erdington district of Birmingham in March 1988.

ARTICULATED DRAYS

◄  The main Tyburn Road 
in north Birmingham was a 
good place to spot brewery 
vehicles from four wheeled 
rigids upwards, as there were 
distribution centres nearby. 
Also, various breweries 
would be delivering their 
wares to the city on a daily 
basis. This brand new Scania 
112m low datum tractor 
used an early form of lift axle 
which can be just spotted 
aft of the drive axle. The 
rig belonged to Ind Coope 
of Burton on Trent and the 
trailer used angled curtains 
and super single tyres. 
September 1986 was the 
time of capture.

▲ Breweries are notorious for takeovers and this example indicates that 
the Mitchells and Butlers brewery of Birmingham were taken over by 
Bass and now traded under the Bass Worthington banner. Bedford were 
popular brewery drays but this artic was in fact an AWD which came after 
the Bedford empire closure. As sometimes happened with corporate 
liveries, the main badge with AWD on it has been removed from the front 
grille area. The rig was pulling up a hill out of Walsall on a dim day in 
December 1991 and was fairly new. The second man in the cab appears to 
be consulting a list of perhaps where the next beer drop will be.
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◄  In February 1991 I had a 135mm telephoto 
lens on my camera and was attempting to take 
some quality shots in low light of trucks coming 
off  a roundabout in Walsall. I got some decent 
results including this 1990 Foden 4350 4x2 
tractor. It belonged to McEwen’s Lager and the 
rather naff  graphic livery which paid no attention 
to its heritage was typical of the designs of the 
time.

▼ Carlsberg is a massive brewing combine and 
is proud of its Copenhagen roots. ‘Brewed by 
Danes’ was one of its advertising straplines – ‘in 
Northampton’ I always used to think, which 
somehow never had the same aura to it. In June 
1986 this DAF 2300 of 1982 vintage was in the

▲ Yet another concern that was bought out, was Camerons of Hartlepool. Fortunately their Lion 
brewery has survived and the name is still around.  Wolverhampton & Dudley breweries bought the 

I h i bi l i l l Thi hi b bl

▲ Shipstones had been brewing since 1852 
and were bought by Greenall’s of Warrington in 
1978. Sadly the long and proud heritage of the 
Nottingham based company came to an end 
in 1990 when Greenall decided to end all beer 
production, much to the chagrin of the locals. 
In happier times, this 1986 Leyland Roadtrain 
in scarlet was a typical dray of theirs with smart 
Don-Bur trailer and was in operation around 
February 1988, seen passing through Walsall.
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▲ Loaded with aluminium kegs, this 1980 ERF B Series tractor was taking 
a bend at speed in the Sand Pits Parade district of Birmingham city centre. 
The photograph was taken in November 1986 and the operator was the 
well-known Guinness concern.

▲ The once thriving and well-established Birmingham brewing company
Davenports shut down its city centre brewery in 1988.  They ran Bedford TM 
narrow cab articulated drays and this 1984 Bedford TL artic. The company 
was well known for their ‘Beer at Home’ delivery service which provided ales 
to your doorstep. The Bedford was photographed coming off  the M6 in Great 
Barr Birmingham just a year before the company ceased trading. Thankfully 
in a smaller capacity, their beers have made a resurgence.

▲ Marston’s Ales are well known around the 
country and their Pedigree bitter is a very 
popular brand. Based in Burton on Trent, 
Marston drays can be seen most every day on 
the A38 in Lichfi eld and they nowadays have a 
predominantly black livery. Back in May 1992, this 
1988 Seddon Atkinson 3-11 medium tractor was 
ideal for beer carriage and was seen approaching 
the Muckley Corner roundabout of the A38.

► Draymen often work in threes to negotiate 
barrels in the confi nes and often deep cellars 
of pubs. As a crew they can be a happy lot as 
illustrated by this cheerful group of men aboard 
this 1986 Leyland Cruiser artic. The unit was 
pretty new as the picture was taken in July 1986 
in Birmingham city centre and it came from 
the nearby Cape Hill Brewery belonging to 
Mitchells and Butlers. Sadly, eight years later, the 
expansive brewery would be closed for good.

ARTICULATED DRAYS



Transport heritage

▲ Aston Manor brewery came out of the demise of large Birmingham beer 
producer Ansells. Four former employees set up the business in the early 
eighties and a fl eet of new drays was not going to be on the agenda until 
the venture was more profitable. In June 1989, this ten-year-old Scania 111

▲ Bulmers are well known for their range of ciders and the Woodpecker
brand is very popular. The livery on this 1992 Volvo FL10 6x2 tractor refl ects 
this on its Don-Bur tri-axle trailer. The photo was taken in the Duddeston 
area of central Birmingham on July 1994.

▲ In the 1980s, the large Canadian brewing concern Labatts was making 
inroads to selling its lager brands in the UK. As a promotional tool they 
imported one of their circa 1947 White Streamliner artics, of which around 
ten were made originally. Styled by Russian designer Count Alexis de 
Sakhnoff sky, the expensive to build and ultimately impractical drays were 
a sight to behold. Especially in Walsall! where I disembarked off  a bus to 
capture the beast on fi lm outside a local hotel in February 1988.

▲ Showerings, the makers of Babycham, were known for their historical 
operation of ERF drays with KV and LV four wheelers and A Series tractors. 
In September 1985, this 1979 Gardner powered Foden Fleetmaster was on 
the books, seen here approaching Spaghetti Junction in Birmingham.

The Federation Brewery hails from the north East of
England in Gateshead and was closed in 2010 after
82 years of operation. Although I personally never
saw their beers on sale in the Midlands, I have at
least three of their drays on film passing my neck of
the woods. Among them was this neat 1986 Scania
112 6x2 tractor loaded with barrels approaching
Walsall town centre in April 1992.
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16th November
TWILIGHT & AFTERDARK TROLLEYDAY
The Trolleybus Museum, Belton Road, Sandtoft,
Doncaster, North Lincolnshire DN8 5SX
Tel: 01724 711391
Email: trolleybusmuseum@sandtoft.org
www.sandtoft.org
Opens: 10.30am-6.00pm

16th-17th November
KEMPTON STEAMING WEEKEND
Kempton Steam Museum, Kempton Park
Waterworks, Hanworth TW13 7ND
Tel: 01568 720571
Email: kemptonsteam@gmail.com
http://www.kemptonsteam.org
Admission: Adults £7, Concs £6, U16s Free
Railway running both days

17th November
CLASSIC BUSES & COACHES
Ipswich Transport Museum, Old Trolleybus
Depot, Cobham Road, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP3 9JD
Tel: 01473 715666
Email: enquiries@
ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk
www.ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk
Opens: 11.00am-4.00pm

17th November
DOUBLE ‘LL’ CLUB AUTOJUMBLE
The Grange Centre, Midhurst.
Refreshments & car park.
Tel 01730 859317/ 07798 775319
Email drudwick@gmail.com
Entry £2. Opens 10.00am

23rd November
WORCESTER TOY & TRAIN FAIR
Perdiswell Leisure Centre, Bilford Road,
Worcester
Organised by: Tony Oakes Fair
Tel: 01270 652773
Email: tony.oakes19@gmail.com
Admission: £2.00. Opens: 10.30am-2.00pm

24th November
OPEN DAY
Whitewebbs Museum, Whitewebbs Road,
Enfield, EN2 9HW

Tel: 020 8367 1898
Email: whitewebbsmuseum@aol.com
www.whitewebbsmuseum.co.uk
Admission: Adults £5, Child (u12) Free
Opens: 10.00am-4.00pm

30th Nov-1st Dec
CHRISTMAS AT A VICTORIAN MILL
Etruria Industrial Museum, Lower Bedford St.,
Etruria, Stoke-on-Trent ST1 4RB
Tel: 07900 267711
Email: info@etruriamuseum.org.uk
www.etruriamuseum.org.uk
Admission: Adults £4 (£6 inc guided tour),
Accompanied U16s Free
Opens: 12.30pm-4.30pm

1st December
SEDGEMOOR VINTAGE SORT-OUT
37 Club, ROF, Puriton, Bridgwater, Somerset
TA7 8AD
Tel: 07785 765826
Email: shirleyd82@gmail.com
www.sedgemoorvintageclub.co.uk

1st December
STEAMING DAY
Ellenroad Steam Museum, Elizabethan Way,
Newhey, Rochdale, Lancashire OL16 4LE
Tel: 07789 802632
Email: enquiry@ellenroad.org.uk
www.ellenroad.org.uk
Admission: Adult £5, Child (accompanied) Free
Opens: 11.00am-4.00pm

1st December
SANTA TRAM
East Anglia Transport Museum, Chapel Road,
Carlton Colville Nr. Lowestoft, Suffolk NR33 8BL
Tel: 01502 518459
Email: eastangliatransportmuseum@live.co.uk
http://eatransportmuseum.co.uk
Admission: Adult £9, OAP £8, Child (5-15) £6
Opens: TBA (check date and time before travelling)

1st December
MILL IN STEAM
Coldharbour Mill, Uffculme, Cullompton, Devon
EX15 3EE
Tel: 01884 840960

Email: info@coldharbourmill.org.uk
https://www.coldharbourmill.org.u
Opens: 3.00pm-9.00pm

1st December
CHRISTMAS CRACKER
Ipswich Transport Museum, Old Trolleybus
Depot, Cobham Road, Ipswich, Suffolk
IP3 9JD
Tel: 01473 715666
Email: enquiries@
ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk
www.ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk
Opens: 11.00am-4.00pm

7th December
ENGINES OPERATING
Brede Waterworks, Waterworks Lane, Brede Nr.
Hastings, East Sussex TN31 6HG
Tel: 01323 897310
Email: bsesgiantsofbrede@btinternet.com
www.bredesteamgiants.co.uk
Admission: Free
Opens: 10.00am-4.00pm

7th-8th December
WINTER STEAMING AND CHRISTMAS FAIR
Papplewick Pumping Station, Rigg Ln,
Ravenshead, Nottingham NG15 9AJ
Tel: 0115 9632938
Email: director@
papplewickpumpingstation.org.uk
www.papplewickpumpingstation.org.uk
Admission: Adult £10, Senior/Student £8.50,
Child (16 and under) Free
* all tickets valid for 12 months.

8th December
CHRISTMAS TOYS & STEAM
Abbey Pumping Station Museum, Corporation
Road, Leicester LE4 5PX
Organised by: Leicester Museums Technology
Association/Leicester City Museums. Tel:
01162 995113
Email: enquiries@abbeypumpingstation.org
www.abbeypumpingstation.org
Admission: Adults £3.50, Child/Concs £2.50,
Family £8. Small additional charge for
train rides
Opens: 12.00pm-5.00pm

8th December
1940s CHRISTMAS
South Yorkshire Transport Museum, Aldwarke, 
Rotherham, Yorkshire
S65 3SH
Organised by: Dr Gordon Brooke
Tel: 07950 327237
Email: rally@sytm.co.uk www.sytm.co.uk
Admission: Adults £5, Seniors £3.50,                  
Child (accomp) Free

14th December
MAIDSTONE VINTAGE TOY FAIR 
Hart Street, Maidstone, Kent ME16 8RG 
Tel: 01732 840787 
Email: info@kentsevents.co.uk 
www.maidstonevintagetoyfair.co.uk 
Admission: Adult £2.50,
Child (16 and under) Free 
Opens: 9.00am-3.30pm

26th December
VINTAGE ROAD RUN
Clonroche & Poulpeasty Vintage Club, Co. 
Wexford, Ireland
Tel: +353(0)87 2464476

28th-29th December
IN STEAM
Bolton Steam Museum, Mornington Road, off 
Chorley Old Road, Bolton BL1 4EU
Tel: 01204 846490
www.nmes.org
Admission: Free
Opens: 10.00am-4.00pm

29th December
NEW YEAR AUTOJUMBLE
Whitewebbs Museum, Whitewebbs Road, 
Enfi eld EN2 9HW
Tel: 020 8367 1898
Email: whitewebbsmuseum@aol.com
www.whitewebbsmuseum.co.uk
Admission: Adults £5, Child (u12) Free
Opens: 9.00am-2.00pm
Note: Museum closed

HERITAGE COMMERCIALS EVENTS GUI

Club Directory
CLASSIC ATKINSON, SEDDON and SEDDON 
ATKINSON CLUB
Chairman, John Ramm, 65, Woodgate Road, Moulton 
Chapel, Spalding, Lincolnshire, PE12 0XF. 01406 
381410, Atkiman@aol.com. Magazine editor Richard 
Grey, 6, The Toppings, Bredbury, Stockport, Cheshire. 
SK6 1EJ. 0161 494 9091, and membership secretary/
treasurer Tony Henwood of 2, Oak Thatch, Park Road, 
Combs, Stowmarket, Suffolk, IP14 2JW, 01449 675293.

BEDFORD ENTHUSIASTS CLUB
The Bunker, Airfi eld Way, Hooton Park, Ellesmere Port, 
Cheshire CH65 1BQ.
Email: detroitlady123@gmail.com info@tbec.info 
Mobile: 07745 873491 Tel: 0151 3274701

THE DENNIS SOCIETY 
The natural home for anyone preserving or restoring 
a Dennis vehicle – whether it be a car, van, lorry, 
dust cart, ambulance, fi re engine, bus, coach or 
lawn mower!
Details: on the Dennis Society web site:
www.dennissociety.org.uk

FODEN
Membership secretary - Graham Donaldson, email 
membership@thefodensociety.org.uk   
13 Dudfl eet Lane, Horbury, Wakefi eld, West 
Yorkshire, WF4 5EX.
Tel: 01924-275544
Details at: www.thefodensociety.org.uk

HCVS
Web: www.hcvs.co.uk
Facebook: historic commercial vehicles society
Tel: Diane Taylor 01342 895464

MINOR LCV REGISTER
Tel: 0121 422 1334
Email: RussLCV@gmail.com

SCAMMELL REGISTER
The Scammell Register
Contact: Carol Quick - Membership Sec. at:
carol@terencequick.plus.com 

Care has been taken in compiling this list, however, if you would like to alter any details or add your club to the list then contact us at hc.ed@kelsey.co.uk or write 
to Heritage Commercials, Kelsey Media, Cudham Tithe Barn, Berrys Hill, Cudham, Kent TN16 3AG.
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On location

The organisers of the Wiston Steam Fair once again put on a great weekend of
heritage vehicles at the Wiston Park Showground, Sussex the ninth year of the
event. The venue is set in a natural bowl nestling against the lee of the South
Downs and visitors, entering at the highest point have a panoramic view of the
site with the vehicles and displays laid out below.

Commercials and buses are
parked on the higher ground
and tractors, the working areas
and Harris’ Funfair providing a

backdrop at the far end of the site. Classic
cars, motorcycles, military vehicles,
both well supported by local and marque
clubs surround the remainder of the
showground with stalls and the parade
ring at its centre.

But of course, this is a steam fair and
locomotives and rollers take precedence.
And they can be seen by and to the east of
the ring with clusters of enthusiasts and
owners sat by rollers, and locomotives
with living vans at the rear providing
accommodation for the weekend,
emphasising this is also a social gathering
for owners as well as an opportunity for
visitors to enjoy heritage vehicles and
machinery.

Although for practical reasons the
vehicles are mainly grouped by type, gems
lie hidden around the showground. For

example, Ian Bells collection of Ford
light commercials, the Scammell Register
Stand, working stationary engines and
farming equipment including a working
sawmill, beautifully built scale steamers
a tribute to engineering skills and rare
motorcycles and cars. Steamers of all
types can be seen in action around the
grounds and like all the other vehicles
take their turn in the show arena
providing the visitor with an appreciation
of how they performed in the real world.
Far better than a static display.

However, aware this article is for
Heritage Commercials magazine, I have
picked out a few commercials I hope will
be of interest. My apologies for those
owners whose vehicle are not included
as there were so many in attendance, we
could not hope to cover them all.

If you live in Sussex or within easy
commuting distance give the show a try
next July (date to be con�rmed) I don’t
think you will be disappointed.

▲ If you are into Scammells you should know 
Brian Carter. At Wiston, he helped to man the 
Scammell Register Club stand which houses a 
very interesting pictorial resume of the vehicle 
and company. In support he showed his Scarab 
‘Dartford Tunnel’ recovery truck and as guardians 
either side of the stand two Pioneer 6x4 heavy 
artillery tractors, owned by himself and his wife, 
delivered during 1941 and 1945. The former was 
used at RAE Farnborough and plant contractors 
and the latter by the RAF and hauliers until 
Brian rescued them for restoration. Powered by 
Gardner 6LW engines of 8.4 litres capacity these 
vehicles were known for their torque and power 
and were prime movers once in civilian hands. 

▲ Perhaps better known for his collection of tractors which were also out in force at Wiston, Ian Bell also displayed three light Ford commercials. From left 
to right: Reg No BF 6980 a 1922 ‘Model T’ tipper on wooden spoke artillery wheels, another ‘T’ Reg No NF 869 dated 1923 with fi tted fl at bed and an OHV 
conversion on the original block and a two-ton 1931 ‘Model AA’ tipper Reg No VK 5567.  

WISTON SHOW 2019
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Words and photos: Bernard Holloway

▲ 1941 Leyland Cub fitted with a limosene body as used in service by the Aberdeen City Fire Brigade.
its pump discharges between 500/700 gallons of water per minute. (Note: during research, an article
detailing records of firefighting equipment held by the ‘City’ a vehicle with the same registration
number BRG 586 is recorded as a Leyland Lynx Limosene). The same year it was built, the British fire
service was nationalised because of the Blitz which highlighted the inadequacies of what were then
local fire services. Although the National Fire Service was disbanded in 1948 and responsibility in
England and Wales handed over to local authorities in Scotland it was split into eleven ‘fire areas’ and
Aberdeen City was incorporated into the North Eastern area.

▲ The north London company ‘Universal Power 
Drive’ was founded in 1934 and marketing their 
vehicles under the name of ‘Unipower’ they 
concentrated on heavy duty vehicles for logging 
and forestry works. They diverted from their core 
market when they launched the mid engined, 
fi breglass bodied, mini based, ‘Unipower GT’ 
in 1966. The company was acquired by Alvis Plc 
in 1994 who continued to manufacture heavy 
vehicles under the name of Alvis-Unipower.
Simon Elliot’s 4x4, 1963 ‘Hannibal’ Unipower 
timber tractor is a fi ne example of the type. 
The fi ve-speed box with high, low transfer box 
making best use of the reliable and torquey fi ve 
litre Gardner engine.  

▲ The ‘Diamond T’ ASJ 418 is well known on the show circuit and all thanks 
to the owners for bring it to Wiston. Its thunderous noise quickly got the 
crowds attention and its heavy haulage, for tank transportation, and lifting 
ability made it one of the American work horses of the Second World War.

▲ This line from left to right comprises Toby Robinson’s 1953 Matador, one
of the last of the line. It originally saw service with the RAF before conversion 
for forestry work. Laid up for many years before Toby found it and is in the 
process of undertaking a rolling restoration. One of the work horses of 
the First World War the 1917 AEC ‘Y’ type is a real rarity. These days it takes 
life easier and owner Seb Marshall advises it has appeared in various fi lms 
including Kingsman and still bears the mud splattered fi nish for the fi lm in 
1917. Seb also bought along his 1929, six-ton, EX Shell Mex Tanker converted 
to a tipping body in the early 1960’s.

▲ This 1956 Bedford RL is owned by Chris 
Perry; nick named Dolly Body, it was used by 
the Auxiliary Fire Service to carry an emergency 
plastic dam with a capacity of 500,000 gallons.

▲ Steve Toney’s. 4.2 litre, 
Jaguar powered, 1970, 
Guildford built, Dennis D 
series, water tender and ladder, 
highlights the progress that 
had been made in fi refi ghting 
equipment during the 
intervening 30 years since the 
Leyland was built. Painted in 
Coventry Fire Brigade Yellow 
for safety reasons, it served 
with the Littlehampton 
brigade for some ten years 
before being repainted in 
red livery and secondment 
to training school. After 
languishing in a scrap yard, it 
was rescued for restoration by 
the Littlehampton station.
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Great Dorset Steam Fa

▲ A rare model today is the semi-forward control 1938 Leyland Lynx 28hp
and used to carry road stone in the West County and amazingly survived
owned today by G Hore from Cornwall.

▼ The 1943 AEC Matador new to the
RAF and worked with a snow plough
in 1963 was later with Botham’s
Circus and today is with
A Scarratt of Conway,
Wales. TWO

PART 

▲ The 1943 Fordson 7V dropside three-ton truck of John Webb,
Surrey is always a winner wherever it goes. 

With such a great choice of vehicles to photograph at the event held in 
September, Heritage Commercials has allowed Peter Love this extra spread to 
follow his four-page feature last month, to show off his skills with the camera.



GREAT DORSET STEAM FAIR
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Words & Pics: Peter Love

▲ The rarely seen early model 1950s Austin 301 
VNP 84 30cwt that was new to Williams Timber 
from Studley and restored by T Turnball who sold 
it on then purchased it back in late 2015 and is 
certainly enjoying it again. 

► Wow! the dust is coming on strong as the 1952
Leyland Comet parades that started life as a Shell
tanker of A Arnold from Dorset.

▲ Seen parading is the 1974 Ford D Series of the famous ‘tar and chippers’ Hazell and Jeffries,
Pangbourne, Berkshire who gritted the road near to where I am writing these notes!

▲ Wow! The 1979 BL Mini Bateman special ice 
cream van of A McPhail of Taunto attracted a big 
crowd all the time it was at the show.

▼ Ex Morecombe Bay Fire Service 1944 Bedford QL that was fi rst 
preserved by Fyldg County Life Museum and purchased by M Joy of 
York in 2014.



64  Heritagecommercials.com

A�er making a loss of £9,500 in 2018 over
the dreadful weather which made the site

a slithering mess, it was all change in 2019 but
only for one day as Peter Love discovered.

�e show was one of contrasts as on the
Saturday it was 26 degrees of wall to wall
sunshine that lasted well into the evening. But
it was all change again on the Sunday with
dull conditions and some rain that did stop
for a while, but came back in the a�ernoon
unfortunately and it was all over at 2pm as
people loaded up and travelled home.

�is charity event is now in its 20th year
and has all the elements we all know so well,
however there were over 140 commercial
vehicles entered here on this tight site near
a good motorway network at Cranford,
Kettering, Northamptonshire.

Besides a huge car display as well as a similar
number of tractors steam and models featured
including a number of steam wagons and so
much more with plenty of trade stands with two
excellent second-hand book stalls and more.

�e parade comminatory was given by Peter
Godwin who spends most of his summer these
days touring around various shows giving his
very relaxed style of commentaries. �ey are
very much appreciated and certainly encourage
people to get involved in the preservation

TTERING VINTAGE
RALLY HITS IT HOT

▲ Also from the P C Howard collection is the superb and very rare 1958 Dodge 300 series
six-wheeler SBD.

▲ Doctor Leake had his very rare 1934 
Commer Raider 30cwt chassis forward 
control Luton bodied truck here CRF 836 
which has an amazing history attached to 
it, how many miles has it actually done?

▲ L Steventon had his 1951 Austin K8 dealer 
style service van KTX 325 here. It’s certainly 
well customised with its white wall tyres 
and wheel rims! Most of these K8s rusted 
away and restoration on the panel work and 
chassis is easy as one thinks. 

▲ J A Gazeley brought along his 1969 
Atkinson Borderer with Gardner 180 engine 
that looked superb and authentic. 

Your say

movement, which it’s all about quite frankly. 
People were very friendly and were thoroughly 
enjoying the event.

� ere was such a variety of commercials 
here, Doctor Leake’s 1934 Commer Raider with 
its three litre six-cylinder side-valve engine 
stood out in the pre-war section. It’s a type 
made from 1932-34 with coachwork by Burns 
and Simmonds from Norwood, south London 
who were furniture makers themselves. It 
was requisitioned during the Second World 
War and used as an air raid warden vehicle 
during the blitz and survived! It went back 
to its original owners in 1945 that travelled 
it extensively to 1956. When it was sold to 
Edward Prynne a dentist, who emigrated to 
west Ireland in the vehicle with his family! 

It was sold in 1958 to the Leake’s, who never 
started it, but used it as a holiday home for 
the next 35 years. � e amazing history of this 
vehicle continues as it was repatriated to the 
UK in 1989 and the Leake family thoroughly 
restored it over the next 20 years. In fact, there 
are only two Raiders known to exist today. � e 
driver says it’s not the easiest to drive and is a 
challenge but it’s rare and looks lovely and was 

my personal favourite at the show. 
Moving on in age was the 1970 Atkinson 

Borderer of  J A Gazeley, that looked the ticket 
and was new to D & J Haulage of Harlington, 
Bedfordshire who the current owner worked 
for and actually drove this vehicle for its � rst 
three or four years with them. It was mostly on 
contract with London Brick using its Gardner 
180 LXB engine with David Brown six-speed 
transmission with two-speed Eaton axle to full 
a� ect. It ended up on fairground transport as a 
much modi� ed ballast tractor unit. 

It ended up with trees growing through it 
unfortunately and, in 2004, the current owner 
purchased it and spent 2.5 years restoring her 
to the lovely condition she is in today. � e 
owner says the engine was the best bit le�  in 
the truck when he purchased it and certainly 
has done a wonderful job from the wreck he 
started with. 

Here, all in all, there was a superb collection 
of commercial vehicles at this end of season 
show and such a variety at that was not to be 
missed. I thoroughly enjoyed the three and half 
hours I was on site, but time caught me up and 
I had to move on.  

▲ Crouch’s are regularly seen on the TV 
these days recovering some horrifi c loads 
and this Ward Le France is part of the 
preservation fl eet. 

BUT ONLY FOR ONE DAY!
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CHARLIE WATERS  hc.ed@kelsey.co.uk
Heritage Commercials, Kelsey Media, Cudham Tithe Barn,  Berrys Hill, Cudham Kent

 

I have just caught up with the September issue of Heritage 
Commercials, and read with interest the article on the 

Dodge/Routemaster collision – coincidentally I was working 
in Gateshead at the time.

� e point that Mike Blenkinsop makes about police o�  cers 
not being able to wear their tall helmets in the minivans is 
correct, I was however reliably informed that they could be 
worn in the Hillman Imp panda vans!
Tom Hall

TALL STORY! On page 24 of October 2019 Heritage Commercials, your article 
has a shot of the tractor with registration number NYE 593E.

What is the guy doing hanging out of the near/side rear door, 
with a small wheel running in front of the � rst drive axle? It’s the 
sort of wheel they measure road repairs with. Health and Safety 
must be holding his other hand to stop him falling o� . A very 
good article, well done. It would be good if we could � nd out.
Robert Willson

Over to you readers. Ed

WHAT’S HE UP TO?

I’m enjoying the Pickfords saga
in the last two issues of Heritage

Commercials. Coming from the 
Glasgow area, I was taken with the 
mention of Road Engines and Kerr.

You’ll be aware that this � rm went
out of business during the late 1940s
phase of nationalisation and their 
heavy haulage operation was absorb
into Pickfords.

However, as you can see by the 
attached copy of the 1993 Glasgow 
telephone directory (see photo), this
company was still listed about 45 yea
a� er it � nished.

� e number and address is of cour
that of the Pickfords heavy haulage 
yard but a lot of the folk up here mus
have still liked to know they were stil
around in spirit.

Keep up the good work.
 

Ian Maclean (by e-mail)

ROAD ENGINES AND KERR

▲ This lovely 1979 Ford D 0710 comes from 
the Page collection and is perfection. The 
1951 Austin K8 30cwt MLD 731 is something 
else as well.  

▲ Part of the excellent P C Howard collection 
saw the 1960 Dodge 300 series 299 FWC 
stand out in the crowd. 

▲ L McKerlie was here with his 1964 Ford 
Thames Trader artic 747 GYR that looked               
a treat. 

◄ What a stunner and one of my favourites 
at the show is the 1950 Bedford OST tipper 
CNV 218 that came from Bozeat in a very 
poor condition and part of the K & H Andrews 
collection. The steel body is very interesting. 

► Graham Voss’ very rare West Country 
1958 Rowe Hillmaster Mk1 161 LTW took 20 
years to restore from a wreck. It was not a 
cheap job to do Graham says, who has done 
so much for the Society of Ploughman over 
many years. 
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to space and cannot be returned. Emailed digital photos must be in JPEG format.
• All adverts and images will be kept on �le for a maximum of 6 months.
• Advertisements may appear in other relevant Kelsey Media publications.
• When submitting an advert, you all assign all copyright of the words and photos to Kelsey

Media and agree to waive all moral rights in relation to the advert.

• Kelsey Media’s customer service representatives reserve the right to terminate telephone
calls if the caller becomes abusive.

• By submitting advertisements to Kelsey Media you are agreeing to the above Terms &
Conditions.

• No other correspondence can be entered into.
• Business Advertisements (Disclosure) Order 1977. Dealers and traders are reminded that

they are committing an offence if readers are led to believe that goods are being offered
by a private seller.
o Tick here to receive email newsletters and offers from Jaguar World.
o Please tick here to receive our Classics World e-newsletter and offers.
o Tick the box if you are happy to receive this information about other Kelsey publications,
events, promotions and products that may be of interest to you.
For further information please refer to our Privacy policy at https://www.kelsey.co.uk/privacy-
policy/

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE

READERS’ ADVERTISEMENT COUPON

PRIVATE ADVERTISERS ONLY MUST SIGN HERE:

(The goods advertised are not offered by way of trade.)
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O TYPE

1949, £11,000. Excellent condition 
with thousands spent on extensive 
restoration, with receipts. Ready to 
rally, once sign written. Please call 
07796 383375, Devon.
11211

RL

£7,500 ONO. RYX378 is 
reluctantly for sale. Ex-AFS glider 
club tug, used seasonally and dry 
stored for the past 25 years, and now 
newly professionally refurbished and 
in exceptional condition. Please call 
07971 964193.
10990

TL

1983, £5,500. Hiab 650 double 
push and a nice 15ft recovery body, 
very clean tidy cab 5 speed gearbox 
and we fixed a Perkins engine run 
and drive perfect. Please call  07383
995422, West London.
11369

COMMER

KARRIER

1970, POA. Perkins engine, 4256, 
original truck, new tyres all round, 
good runner, cab driven on car 
license and V5 current. Please call 
07977 109048, Lancashire.
11351

BEDFORD

J TYPE 300

1959, £POA. Scammell coupling, 
new cab, new tyres, ready for the 
rally scene, MoT and tax exempt. 
Please call 07917 346385.
11079

MK

1980, £6,995. Bedford MK 4WD 
with Atlas crane and rear hydraulic 
winch, new type and cab fitted and 
tyres like new. Please call 01534 
852258, Jersey.
11632

O TYPE

1949, £3,750. Tipper for 
restoration. Much work already 
carried out. Most parts here to 
complete winter Project. Too many 
other projects. Please call 07796 
383375, Devon.
11210

O TYPE

1952, £9,500. Tanker in excellent 
condition, ready to rally. Completely 
restored. Please call 07796 383375, 
Devon.
11209

AEC

MERCURY

1969, 51,399 miles, £9,000 
ONO. Ready to show and very good 
condition. Professional paint work. 
Fixed flat body can be used as tilt 
slide body if converted and no MoT 
but well maintained. Spare engine 
and axle. Please call 07775 510648, 
Lincolnshire.
10792

MERCURY

1954, £POA. Please call 07831 
352656.
11090

MERCURY

1963, £7,500. New to universal 
stores, 470 engine, 6 speed box, cab 
in tidy order, body has side doors on 
one side, two compartments, runs 
and drives and stops very well and 
has done many shows. Please call 
07879 210001, West Yorkshire.
11342

ATKINSON

VIEWLINE

1969, £9,500. Very rare model 
completely restored high spec 
working perfectly 1st class condition. 
Please call 07738 624109.
11222

KARRIER BANTAM

1978, £3,750 Ono. 5.5 ton 
tipper, Perkins diesel engine, dry 
stored for many years, larger 20 inch 
wheels, new to Saltash council. Good 
engine and running gear, cab needs 
attention, comes with spares, dry 
stored for many years. Please call 
01458 860135, Somerset.
11063

PERKINS ENGINE

1953, £5,500. Tax and MoT 
exempt. Ready to show. Good runner 
but needs side lights sorting but 
overall a tidy little show truck. Please 
call 07774 005667,
10676

DAF
2700 TIPPER

1991, 80,000 miles, £50,000 
+VAT. Full nut and bolt restoration, 
brand new aluminium welded body 
(never held a load) and too much to 
list. One of a kind. Please call 07500 
578734, Croydon.
10471
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ALPHA 3000

2000, 826,000 kms, £5,000. 
Running Cat 380 engine, 12 months 
MOT, down rated for show/personal 
use, Eminox stack, self lube, 4 over 
4 with splitter, full air kit, any further 
questions please call. Please call 
07756 692380, County Durham.
10706

ALPHA MKI

1998, 104,000 miles, £4,000. 
New clutch, brakes, MoT January, 
alloy wheels, auto lube, 8 excellent 
tyres, spots, visor, upright stack, 
sump guard, rear cab window, wet 
kit and alloy tank. Please call 07836 
270562, Derbyshire.
10801

DG 5-7 1/2

1938, £13,000. Rebuilt 12 years 
ago with new ash frame, cab, 
hardwood platform body. Gardner 
5LW engine and 5 speed gearbox. 
Please call 07710 256489, Bicester.
10701

ERF

1962, £9,750. Excellent condition 
fully restored and drives perfectly 
finished to high spec. Please call 
07738 624109.
11224

LV

1971, POA. 4 x 2 flatbed,  Gardner 
180 engine, 6 speed David Brown 
gear box, 2 speed rear axle, power 
steering and full restoration 2015 
Please call 07979 366526, South 
Glos.
11337

FODEN

4AL 6/32

£5,500 Ovno. Leyland engine 680 
power plus engine. Manufactured 
with a 50ton, 12-speed winch. Starts 
first time. Please call 07974 858973, 
Essex.
10357

DAF 45:30

1986, £1,600. Tipper, a good little 
work horse on the button engine, 
brakes and all work, etc. Please call 
07801 442626, Cheshire.
11110

DODGE

DODGE

1957, £16,000 ONO. Petrol 
engine, repainted 3 years ago in 
stunning condition, cab in very 
good condition, runs extremely well, 
restoration photographs. Please call 
01773 418859, Derbyshire.
10755

ERF

160

1974, £4,000. 4 x 2 ridged lorries. 
Gardner 120 engines, David Brown 
gearbox and in need of renovation. 
Chassis cabs. Please call 07889 
369860, Birmingham.
10512

C SERIES

1984, £POA. 30ft Showman’s 4 
berth home caravan. Last production 
by Carrs Buckhaven. Very good 
condition  and low mileage. Please 
call 07787 946090, Glos.
10497

FG

1950, £16,500 ONO. Gardner 
4LW engine rebuilt in 2010 with a 
Foden 4 speed gear box. Rebuilt 
sections of cab and ash lined 
internally. Re-tyred with radials (still 
have tubed wheels), renovated and 
repainted the outer cover of the tank, 
full history from first registration 
on the 28th April 1950. Please call 
07831 730561, North Wales.
10109

FORD

THAMES TRADER

1959, £12,500. Artic comes with 
20ft taskers vacuum brakes trailer. 
Good all round condition and drives 
well. Please call 07930 191334.
11582

GUY

INVINCIBLE

1957, £20,000. Draw bar model 
with Crane trailer, Gardner 6lw 
engine, David Brown 5 speed 
gearbox with booster 1-1.5 (50 mph), 
airbrakes, Willenhall cab and total 
rebuild 15 years ago. Please call 
078367 78777, North Yorkshire.
10957
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SAVIEM

SG5

1970, 220,000 km, £4,000. 
Tilt recovery LHD collection vehicle. 
Please call 003322 8130891.

SCAMMELL

EX MINES RESCUE

£20,000 ONO. Leyland 680 
Engine, 15 Ton Belly Winch. 
Everything works perfectly and ready
to go straight to work or play. Please 
call 07743 072369, Lancashire.
10727

MOUNTAINEER

15,000 miles, £POA. Heavy duty
winch, Leyland 680 engine and ready
to rally. Please call  01293 871561 or
07860 657854, West Sussex.
11415

TRUNKER

1968, POA. Leyland 680, 
Scammell gate change gearbox, 
good starter and drives well. New 
brake pipes, clutch slave cylinder and
new glass seals. Tow bar. Please call
01829 260343 or 07970 176103, 
Cheshire.
9640

REDLINE FIRE 
TANKER

1976, 34,000 Miles, £3,500. 
Southampton registered, complete 
with 2000 gallon water pump and 
hoses. Ideal restoration project, runs 
and drives and needs clutch. Please 
call 0035387 9686655, Ireland.
11349

MERCEDES-BENZ

814

1994, £3,600. Beaver tail, sleeper 
cab, 6 cyl, MoT June 2020. Please 
call 07769 708651, Norfolk.
10678

RENAULT

210 MANAGER

£6,000 ONO. Good runner, 
18 tonne gross tipper with tidy 
aluminium body. Cab needs a little 
attention. MoT June. Please call 
077104 045564, Derbyshire
10779

ISUZU

NKR 77 DI

2002, 14,319 miles, £450. 
Chassis cab, low mileage, very good 
cab, interior, engine and gearbox, 
failed MoT, brakes and steering box. 
Spares or repair. Please call 07713 
457897, Cornwall.
10218

LEYLAND

BEAVER

1948, £POA. Fully restored and 
ready to rally.  Restored by Colin Pitt 
of Otley. Fantastic example. Please 
call 07811 020931, West Yorkshire.
10392

MARATHON

1978, £7,700. Truck is complete, 
running, Cummins engine, nice 
project, ex Waddinxveen, transport 
can be arranged. Please call 0031 
653401739, Netherlands.
10390

SCANIA

LB81

1980, POA. Breaking for spares, 
engine, gearbox and back axle all 
present and good. Cab completely 
rotten but all glass and many 
ancillary items present. Please call 
07778 048770, Lincolnshire.
11364

SEDDON

16-4-470

1965, £POA. Fitted with AEC 
engine and 6 speed gearbox, with 
a 23 foot body. Has had a recent 
professional repaint with easily 
removed vinyl lettering. In excellent 
condition throughout. Please call 
07484 824036, West Yorkshire.
11073

THORNYCROFT

THORNYCROFT
POA. Rare pre war model tartar 
3 axle chassis cab restored and 
has makers own oil engine. Large 
collection of tools, jacks and misc 
also. Please call 01522 754321, 
Lincoln.
10598

WHITE ROAD

COMMANDER 2

1983, £35,000 ONO. Very rare 
rig ht hand drive totally rebuilt, cat 
engine, road ranger gearbox, original 
back axle, plated 31 tons, new tyres, 
new MoT and show ready. Please call 
01252 400445, Surrey.
10677
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REAR BODY

£300. Would fit transit, etc. Well
made. Please call 07801 442626,
Cheshire.
11111

TWO EX BERO VAN
BODIES

£POA. Off Aec Monarch chassis
sound and dry inside. 22ft long, 7ft
6 wide. Please call 07950 504134,
Lincs.
11130

PARTS

AEC 505 ENGINE

£195 Ono. Good runner, removed
40 years ago so kept as a spare.
Seased through standing. Please call
07518 399313, Kent.
11092

BEDFORD ‘M’ TYPE
LORRY PARTS
1951, £POA. Rear brake drum
was skimmed 5 years ago. Kept as a
spare, truck sold. Please call 07967
231556, Conwy.
10491

GARDNER 5LW
ENGINE

1940, £800. Cast iron in crank
case runner. Please call 01594
564534, Gloucestershire.
10945

FL10

1993, POA. 4 over 4 box, very
good condition, new test, almost
rebuilt by previous owner and owned
by us since 2013. Please call 00353
861079629, Cavan Ireland.
11539

TRUCKS WANTED

ARTIC OR SWB LORRY
Wanted. Please call 01473652619,
Suffolk.
10193

ATKINSON BORDERER
Wanted. Gardner or Cummins.
Must be fully restored to a
immaculate original condition. Please
call 07854 551531.
11002

PICK-UP TRUCK
Wanted. Leyland Sheppa, Austin
Morris, Ford, Bedford or chassis cab.
In running order, your price. Please
call 07870 464586, Bedfordshire.
11095

TRAILERS AND
TYRES

DYSON

1950, £POA. Rare Dyson turntable
HGV trailer. Drawbar lowered for
tractor has back door. Rams good.
Please call 07944 640596, Lincs.
10367

LIVING VAN

1922, POA. Scottish rib, approx.
30ft, 6 ton 5ft drawbar and air brake
axle. Please call 07803 245423, East
Yorks.
11024

VOLVO

F88

1978, POA. 290 engine, 16
speed gearbox, totally original and
solid cab, new tyres and 12 months
MoT. Excellent condition inside and
out. Please call 07738 123593,
Wolverhampton.
10143

FH12

1995, £4,950. CD 4x2 N reg,
all CD cab equipment, PTO tipping
equipment, 12 speed manual
transmission, no MOT and needs
restoring but all there. Please call
07970 737294, Somerset.
10291

FL6 17TON

 1997, £4,750. MoT till May 2020, 
beavertail, 24ft body and hydraulic 
ramps. Please call 01327 261491 or 
07860 929706, Northampton. 
 10508  

 LEYLAND 600 DIESEL 
ENGINE 

 £1,000. Please call 07901 675062, 
Surrey. 
 11407 

 SEDDON ATKINSON 
STRATO T3

 £20-£100. N\S door, side locker 
doors and various other parts. Please 
call 01588 672762, Shropshire. 
 10681 

 TAIL LIGHTS 

 £60. For AEC or Atkinson, used but 
in a very good condition. Please call 
01224 861974, Aberdeen. 
 10621 
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4 LUCKS CHROMES
MEDALIONS

£30. 75 dia set as new. Please call
02083 997541, Surrey.
11049

BMC DRIVER CLUB
BADGE

£40. Floret logo bar fixing in
excellent condition. Please call
07968 659967, Kent.
10978

CAEAEAMA BRAND
SCANIA CAB AND
LOW LOADER
TRAILER WITH SCRAP
DIGGER LOAD

£45. Scania cab all white in pristine
condition. Never played with mint
condition. Low loader 6 wheel trailer
in red again pristine condition.
“Scrap” digger load, digger is mint
again but no tracks. All large 1,50
scale, 17ins long. Immaculate
model. Please call 01744 637052,
Merseyside.
11062

VARIOUS PARTS

Wanted. Dashboard plastic cover
for instruments and two plastic
pieces for de mister vents also
electric wiper switch. Please call
00353 866045982, Republic of
Ireland.
10592

VOLVO F7 SLEEPER
CAB
1972, Wanted. Please call 07979
550035, Cumbria.
10535

WOLSELEY SIX-
EIGHTY INTERIOR
TRIM
1953, Wanted. Seats, front and
back. All door trims, any condition.
Please call 01925 727225, Cheshire.
10548

MISCELLANEOUS

3 CORGI DIE CAST
MODELS

£30. Volvo Artic, Ford cargo truck
and Leyland van. Weetabix decals all
mint and boxed. Please call 01744
637052, St Helens.
10992

3 DIE CAST CORGI
TRUCKS

£20. 3 die cast Corgi trucks
all excellent condition, 1 artic
“Crunchie” decals, 1 long box
truck “Kellogg’s”, 1long box truck
“Stobart’s” and unboxed but well
packed for postage. Please email
davidjones66@blueyonder.co.uk.
10733

VARIOUS PARTS

1950/60, £695. Chrome and ally
windscreens flat and curved to fit
1950s/60s Seddon’s, Albion’s, ERF,
Foden’s etc. Most unused. Please call
01943 461248, West Yorkshire.
11360

PARTS WANTED

AEC 6 SPEED
OVERDRIVE GEARBOX
Wanted. For 1950’S AEC
Monarch or Mercury. Please call
07712840017, Yorkshire.
10926

ATKINSON BORDER
PARTS
Wanted. Front step rings/wheel
trims must be new and unused or as
good as. Please call 07854 551531.
11001

BEDFORD TK DOOR
PANEL

1970, Wanted. Light brown/beige 
door panels (RH and LH) for Bedford 
TK 1970. Should be in good or mint 
condition. Please call +358 50 5277 
822, Finland.
11258

SENTINEL BOILER
Wanted. Stay tube tap 2’’ BSP. 
Please call 01484 863123.

CLASSIC 
AND VINTAGE 
COMMERCIAL 
MAGAZINES

£200. Complete vol 1-23. Please 
call 07711 927141, Kent.
11628

SET OF 8 PAINTING 
PRINTS

£5 +PandP. Would make a nice 
display when framed. Please call 
01978 752890, Wrexham.
11104

SIX DINKY SUPER 
TOY FODEN LORRIES

1947, £90 each. Will sell without 
boxes all including safe packing and 
reg post  a deal for all 6 down sizing. 
£85 for chain wagons. Please call 
01829 733969, Cheshire.
11081

SMALL TIPPING SKIP

£550 ONO. Small tipping skip 
ideal for builder or stables. Please 
call 01484 667362, West Yorkshire.
11554

THE FODEN STORY 
BOOK
1978, £16. Farm machinery 
to diesel trucks by Pat Kennett 
published by Patrick Stephens 
limited 1978 history of the firm from 
1870. Please call 01726 75194, 
Cornwall.
10965



COMMERCIALS FOR SALE INTERIOR SEALS

TRADE DIRECTORY

RUSH GREEN MOTORS
Langley, Hitchin, Herts SG4 7PQ

Tel: 01438 354174   Fax: 01438 353560
www.rushgreenmotors.com

Largest varied stock of Commercial Vehicles 
and Spare Parts in the UK Pre 1940 to 2010.

Bedfords always purchased

UK & Continental Vehicles including A.E.C, 
ATKINSON, ALBION, BEDFORD, B.M.C., 
COMMER, DAF, DODGE FORD, LEYLAND, 
MAN, MAUDSLEY, SCANIA, SCAMMELL, 
SEDDON, THORNYCROFT, VOLVO etc. www.sealsdirect.co.uk

SOLVE YOUR
SEALING

PROBLEMS

MARINEINDUSTRIALCARAVANAUTOMOTIVE

ISSUE 16

Rubber seals and trims for
classic, modern and kit cars

NEW
CATALOGUE

MARINEINDUSTRIALCARAVANAUTOMOTIVE

www.autosparks.co.uk
+44 (0) 115 949 7211
sales@autosparks.co.uk

HUGE RANGE
OF CLASSIC &
VINTAGE

WIRING HARNESSES

Contact:
Ian Wonnacott, Classic Spares,
�e Forge, Fore Street, Kenton,

Devon EX6 8LF.
Phone & Fax: 01626 891645

ian@classic-spares.co.uk

Brake and clutch hydraulic spares for 
post 1935 classic and vintage buses, 

coaches and commercials.
Kits for master cylinders, 

wheel cylinders and slave cylinders. 
New and recon cylinders.

Brake hoses from stock or  
made to pattern.  

Cylinder resleeving service

Tel/Fax: 01344 886522

To advertise,
please call Laura on 

01233 228754



TRADE DIRECTORY
We have MASSIVE stocks of the following

BRAND NEW spare parts FOR ALL
TRUCKS, PICK-UPS, VANS, COMMERCIALS, 

TRACTORS & CARS 1920’s TO 1980’s 
King Pins & Bushes Sets, Track Rod Ends, 

Drag Link Ends, Draglinks, Piston & Ring Sets, 
Head Gaskets + Upper & Lower Gasket Sets, 

Valve Springs, Shell Bearing Sets. 
Contact John Davis - Tel: 01386 861523

Mobile: 07979 700872
(Phone and Answerphone) or by mail to 
John Davis, Vintage & Collectors Car Spares,  

9 Sheppey Corner, Cropthorne, Worcs. WR10 3BF 
or email: johndavis.vintage@btinternet.com 

(For availability, quantity & price)

Why not join the UK’s premier historic commercial vehicle club?
Supporting the vehicle preservation movement since 1958

HISTORIC COMMERCIAL
VEHICLE SOCIETY

Take a look at our website www.hcvs.co.uk
Membership gives an

opportunity to take part in
HCVS organised events
throughout the country.

The Society’s first event of
the 2020 Season is

59th London to Brighton
Run

SUNDAY 3rd MAY 2020
(avoiding the Bank Holiday

weekend)
Our members’ vehicle insurance scheme is one of the best and vehicle recovery

for all sizes of vehicle is included at no extra cost.

Interested in joining? Contact our friendly Membership Secretary Diane Taylor on
Tele No. 01342 894564 or e-mail: info hcvs.co.uk

Registered Charity No.271123 Incorporated in England & Wales No. 1241335

STORAGE

D.H.Day
MAGNETOS, DYNAMOS

& STARTERS
rebuilt & guaranteed 3 years.
Components manufactured to 

sample/drawing.
Full machine shop facilities.

www.dhday.co.uk
Aldrans, Church Hill,

Wroughton, Swindon,
Wiltshire SN4 9JR
Tel: 01793 812323

Quote Ref: ADV

Steering Wheel Restoration
Steering wheel
restoration, vintage
to modern cars,
tractors, lorries,
buses, boats.
Bluemels, Celluloid, Bakelite,
Wood & Plastic.

tel: +44 (0) 1843 844962 or 07795 182 563
www.SteeringWheelRestoration.co.uk
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It may have started life
in the glitzy motor sport
world as part of the Tom
Walkinshaw Racing set-up,
but as soon as Stuart
‘Diesel’Dickson clapped
eyes on the 1984 Leyland
Roadtrain, then he knew
it was destined to be
painted in the stunning
traditional livery of DC
McWalter. Bob Tuck tells
us the story.

Robert Campbell from the Vale of Leven is a keen collector 
of old commercials. Bob Weir went to Dumbarton to see his 
latest acquisition, an upmarket 1979 Bedford TM.

The UK generates millions of tons of rubbish each year and 
the disposal of the country’s waste has led to the increasing 
use of technology in an eff ort to deal with the growing 
problems as Alan Barnes discovered.

The Firemaster,
was a special 
development in 
fi re appliance 
design when it 
was launched in 
1959. Mike and 
Julie Blenkinsop 
look at the concept 
and follow the 
path of this small 
selection of vehicles 
and highlight 
interesting times 
for the future of 
Manchester Fire 
Brigade’s Rochdale 
Museum.

RUBBISH-THE DUSTCARTGOING UP MARKET

THE FIREMASTER

CERTAINTY
RACING



SHOW FEATURES BOTH DAYS
• V ctorsVeteran, Vintage, Classic and New farm tra
• HHistoric farm machinery and agricultural 

hheritage displays
• RRegional and National Club display stands
• C reClassic Commercials, Land Rovers, miniature 

SSteamers, model and diorama displays.
• V nt &Vintage Horticultural and garden equipment & 

SStationary engines
• T stThe UK’s largest trade gathering of speciali

vintage spares and parts companies plus model
and toys, tools, work wear, books, giftware & 
literature

NG 2020 
OW

3 X EXHIBITION HALLS & SHOWGROUND

SATURDAY

Saturday from 10am
Large Vintage Auction sale

Over 100 Tractors & 1500 plus 
lots at Pugh’s Big Spring Sale

call 01531 631122 www.hjpugh.com

SUNDAY
Drive in Day of Classic Trucks in 

addition to the classic commercials on 
display for both days.

& CLASSIC 
COMMERCIAL SHOW

Three Counties Showground,
Malvern, Worcestershire, WR13 6NW

Discounted Tickets
BUY ONLINE

www.tractorworldshows.co.uk
Tel: 016974 51882

22nd & 23rd 
February 2020

Our Sponsors

SUNDAY 

CLASSIC TRUCK

DRIVE IN DAY

Admission:
Sat 9am-5pm, Sun 9am - 3pm

Adult £10.50 (advance)  £12.50 at show
Weekend adult £15 (advance)  

£20.00 at show
Weekend camping inc 2 adults  from £55 

Accompanied children 15 & under free
Dogs on leads welcome



All items in stock when advert created.
Prices valid until .Errors excepted.

N Gauge

Oxford Diecast - Buses
NMW6001 Bristol MW6G - Royal Blue. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £7.50

Cars
NDIS002 Land Rover Discovery 4 Santorini Black NEW . . . . . . . . . . . £4

Public Service vehicles

NGG001 Green Goddess AFS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £6
Commercial vehicles

NSDF001Shelvoke&DrewryFreightlifterBritishRail (Western) £7
NSHL01TK Scania Highline Tanker BP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £13

NSHL04TK Scania Hi hline Tanker "Exol" NEW. . . . . £13

NTCAB006 Scania T Cab semi low loader "Sandy Kydd". . .£13
NTCAB007CC Scania T Cab Box Trailer Coca Cola Xmas . . . . . . . £13

Military ground vehicles
NLAN188021 Land Rover Series I 88" Hard Top RAF NEW . . . . . . . . £4

HO Gauge (1:87 Scale)

Oxford Diecast - Cars
87CC61002 Chrysler 300 Convertible 1961 (Closed) Black NEW . . . . £6
87PB59003 Pontiac Bonneville Coupe 1959 Seaspray Green NEW. . £6

OO Gauge (1:76 Scale)

Corgi Collectables - Buses

CC99726 Triple Decker 'Knight Bus' - Harry Potter range. . .£26

OM46618B New Routemaster - Stagecoach London, 15
Trafalgar Square (RRP £38.99) . . BARGAIN. . . . . . . . £29

Creative Master Northcord Ltd - Buses
UK4010 Volvo Olympian/Alexander Royale d/deck bus "S. Gloucester
Bus & Coach UWE Service" (RRP £25). . . . . . . . . . BARGAIN . . . . . £9

Northcord Model Company - Buses

UK0061 ADL Enviro400 MMC - "Readin Buses" . . . . £48

UK6506 ADL Enviro400 MMC - "First Bristol" . . . . . . . £48

Oxford Diecast - Buses

76BI004 Beadle Integral Southdown. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £17

76DC001 Duple Commander MkII - Southdown Motor
Services. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £17

76LRT009 Leyland Royal Tiger Alexander Bluebird . .£15.50
76OWB014 Bedford OWB - Isle of Man Road Services . . . . . . . . £15.50
76PAN009 Plaxton Panorama - NBC Ribble . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £17
76SB004 Saro Bus - County Donegal Railways  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £17

Cars

76AUS006 Austin 1300 Harvest Gold NEW . . . . . . . . . . £5

76BB003 Bentley Blower British Racin Green NEW . . £5

76FZ001 Ford Zodiac MkII Shark Blue/Pompadour Blue. . £5.50
76MGTC005 MGTC Powder Blue NEW. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £5
76P38003 Range Rover P38 Epsom Green NEW . . . . . . . . . . . . . £5.50
76VEL002 Range Rover Velar SE Fuji White NEW. . . . . . . . . . . . . £5.50

Cars - racing

76SET54 BMC Transporter & 2 Mini 1275GT Set British
Leyland Nederland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £19.50

Commercial vehicles

76ATKL005 Atkinson Cattle Truck L Davies & Sons. .£13.50
76CIT003CC Citroen H Van Coca Cola . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £7

76CTR002 Canvassed Trailer Maroon/Red . . . . . . . . . £12
76DAF03CT DAF 105 Skeletal Trailer Freightliner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £19
76FCR001 Fowler B6 Crane Marstons Duke of York (Dorset). . . . £15.50

76MB008 Mercedes Actros SSC Tipper Ronnie S Evans £23
76SDF004 Shelvoke & Drewry Freightlifter BRS NEW . . . . . . . . . . . £12
76SET66 5 Piece VW Van Set T1/T2/T3/T4/T5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £27

76SHT001 Scammell Hi hwayman Tanker Shell/BP. .£14.50

76SHT002 Scammell Highwayman Tanker Pointer £14.50
76SHT003 Scammell Highwayman Tanker Tunnel Cement . . . . . £14.50
76TPU002 Ford Transit Dropside Network Rail . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £12

76TPU004FordTransitMk5DropsideHighwayMaintenance . £12

76WB001 Water Bowser Alan Sparkes. . . . . . . . . . . £7.50
76WHSCACAB Scania cab - plain white (no or operator) . . . . . . . . £9.50

Farming and construction

763CX003 JCB 3CX Eco Backhoe Loader 70th Anniversary£21

76PL001 Fowler Plough Blue Red. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £8.50
Military ground vehicles

76BD024 Bedford OX Queen Mary Trailer RAF Blue. .£15.50

76SET65 Bloodhound Missile Set. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £23

76WMB006 Willys MB RAAF NEW . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £5
76WOT002 Ford WOT1 Crash Tender RAF Catterick (Red) . . . . £13.50

O Gauge (1:43 Scale)

Corgi Collectables - Cars

CC99725 Mr Weasley's enchanted Ford Anglia - Harry
Potter ran e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£26

VA07406 Triumph Herald 13/60 Convertible - Removable
Roof . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£27

VA12611 Ford Escort Mk2 1.6 Harrier, Strato Silver
(RRP £27.99). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . BARGAIN. . . . . . . .£21

Military ground vehicles
VA01318 Austin Mini 850, RAF Police . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £27

Oxford Diecast - Buses

43WFA001 Weymann Fanfare - South Wales - 25 Years
of Oxford Diecast . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £37.50

43WFL001 Weymann Fanfare Southdown Motor
Services NEW . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £37.50

Cars

43JUP002 Jowett Jupiter SA Scarlet . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£21
Commercial vehicles

43CF001 Bedford CF Ice Crean Van/Morrison - "Mr
Whippy". . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £14.50

Military ground vehicles

43LRL007 Land Rover Lightweight Canvas RAF Police
NEW . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £14.50

43LRL008 Land Rover Lightweight Gulf War NEW £14.50

£4 P&P for 2 or more items

£7 P&P Next Day (Orders before 2pm)

Sign up to our weekly newsletter at hattons.co.uk/mailinglist Follow us on @hattonsmodels and /hattonsmodelrailways
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CHARLIE WATERS,
Editor

sounds sensible. While on the move in 
Russia, you’d best keep your car clean, 
because if you don’t, you can be � ned 2,000 
Roubles.

In Scandinavia, you must have your 
headlights on 24/7 while German autobahns 
are governed by a number of serious laws, 
including one that says you can face a six-
month driving ban for running out of fuel 
(or even prison time!) so keep that spare can 
of fuel in your boot, providing it’s not against 
the law to carry it.

Feeling peckish or thirsty while on the 
road, if you are in Costa Rica, you CAN 
drink and drive.

Not sure how mechanics manage with a 
car on a hydraulic ramp in Denmark, as it’s 
illegal to start a car with someone beneath it.

Now this is a weird one, in some Spanish 
cities, it’s illegal to park on the side of a road 
with even street numbers on. Let’s hope 

your neighbours at number 11 have a spare 
parking space!

As the Boomtown Rats once said: ‘I don’t 
like Mondays,’ well, if your registration 
number ends in 1 or 2 you are banned 
from driving on a Monday in Manila in the 
Philippines. � at’s another good reason for a 
three-day weekend.

And � nally, if you need to ask for 
directions while driving in Singapore, you’ll 
have to shout very loud as you can’t drive 
within 50 feet of a pedestrian.

� ese and other weird driving facts can be 
found at https://www.holtsauto.com/redex/
news/10-weird-tra�  c-laws-around-world/

Enjoy the mag

There are quite a few conditions one 
has to stick to when driving in the UK 
some of which include; wearing seat 

belts, not using a mobile phone while driving 
(although I’m not sure about hands free), 
insurance is a must, speed cameras should 
be observed, there are age limits for certain 
vehicles, drink driving is a de� nite no no 
and congestion charge zones (£11.50/day in 
central London for most vehicles) to name 
but a few.

In my emails recently, I was guided to this 
website about weird driving laws in the UK 
and other countries and a� er reading it, you 
may not feel so hard done by here in Britain.

For example, Hackney Carriages in 
London must carry a bale of hay. � is comes 
from the Victorian era when horse transport 
was king.

If you are driving in Cyprus, then it is 
illegal to eat or drink at the wheel, that 

▲ Just adding to the Leyland fest this month with this 1985 T45 Cruiser. Copyright CC BY-SA 2.5

Charlie Waters

NOW THAT’S WEIRD! 
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06 Ward’s Wonder Wagon
Earning itself the nickname of ‘Never Fail,’ the
1948 Foden six wheeler FGE 991 performed all
sorts of herculean work during the 1960s and ‘70s
for the Wakefield based concern of Norman Ward.
Bob Tuck enjoys the ride and drive in this head-
turning Foden.

14 Ignition
News and events from around the classic
commercial world.

16 Leyland Legacy
Ed Burrows delves into the history of India’s
Ashok Leyland and BMC of Turkey, together with
the products the two makes have introduced
since the demise of their partnership with
British Leyland.

24 Down – But Not Out
Life may have given Gyles Carpenter a kick in
the teeth, but he would like all his friends and
followers to know that while he may be out of
action, he’s not out of contact. Yes, while this
‘Ace’ photographer may well have taken his last
photograph, his stunning portfolio is arguably
second to none. Bob Tuck travels to Folkestone
to talk to someone who loves to be known as
an ‘Adopted Scot.’

32 Leyland Turbine
“Turbine set for take-off” headlined Commercial
Motor in June 1969 as it reported on the recent

developments by Leyland Gas Turbines Ltd
and the launch of their new tractor unit as Alan
Barnes explains.

38 Colin Whytock on the A82
This month’s stunning centrespread comes from
the camera of Gyles Carpenter, whose obvious
talent as a photographer, records the moment
at its finest.

40 Leyland Hippo – Part 3
Mike and Julie Blenkinsop conclude their
journey through the life of the Leyland Hippo
Mark 2 into its final form and one that the toy
manufacturer Dinky couldn’t ignore.

46 Bradford Tower Wagons
Mike and Julie Blenkinsop find two Bradford
council colleagues who, having worked
together for many years, now work together
again with their tower wagons to build a
trolleybus overhead electric system at the
Sandtoft Trolleybus Museum.

52 Sprat & Winkle Run
Jimmy King, reports from the 11th Sprat
& Winkle run, organised by the Historic
Commercial Vehicle Society on 20th October,
2019

54 Big Drays
Most drays for carrying beer and transporting
other beverages are most often four wheeled
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of lorries used in an articulated capacity for          
bigger loads.
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and for classic commercial clubs to advertise in 
the magazine’s new directory. 

60 Wiston Show
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Steam Fair, which once again was a superb 
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the event. 
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With such a great choice of vehicles to 
photograph at the event held in September, 
Heritage Commercials has allowed Peter Love 
this extra spread to follow his four-page feature 
last month, to show off  his skills with the camera.
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Here’s your chance to tell us a story, ask a 
question or put things right.
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The place to buy or sell anything related 
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WARD’S WONDER

WAGON
Earning itself the nickname of ‘Never Fail,’ the 1948 
Foden six wheeler FGE 991 performed all sorts of 
herculean work during the 1960s and ‘70s for the 
Wake� eld based concern of Norman Ward. Restored 
back to concours condition – in the main by Philip 
Ward – the model DG 6 / 12 is a stunning reminder 
of the company’s lengthy pedigree. Bob Tuck enjoys 
the ride and drive in this head-turning Foden.

You only get one chance to make a � rst 
impression and being involved in the 
cut and thrust of the heavy vehicle 
recovery game, the long established 

Wake� eld based concern of Norman Ward 
& Son Ltd know their reputation is on the 

line with almost every call-out they attend. 
However, the fact that the company is now 
celebrating 100 years in business, suggests they 
have made a pretty good � st of establishing 
their well-earned repute.

Now in the hands of the fourth-generation 

brothers and sister trio of Andrew, Philip 
and Linda Ward, the family owned concern 
operate an eight strong recovery � eet which is 
in the main utilised by the heavier side of the 
road transport world. And in that domain, 
there isn’t much Ward’s can’t handle. But 
so far as Andrew is concerned, the reason 
the family � rm has lasted so well is because 
they have long pinned their allegiance to the 
Foden � ag as the � rst choice of vehicle to 
carry their specialised gear.

� at may sound a bit strange as Foden 
haven’t built anything new since the day they 
ended production in July ’06, although Linda 
reckons that closure date was actually July ’01: 
“When they stopped making the 4000 Series,” 
she says, “that was the real end of Foden.”

Either way, 13 or 18 years since a new 
vehicle was made makes any Foden still in use 
a rarity as in truck parlance, modern day load 
carriers don’t o� en last too long before they 
are put out to grass. However, anyone who 
knows the Norman Ward operation will tell 
you that such an age is perhaps a bit too new 
for one of their motors. As when you � y the 
Foden kite badge, your motor can last as long 
as you want – just take a look at Never Fail.

100 Years In The Making
It was back in 1919 that the Ward business 
o�  cially started: “I suppose the family may 

▼ When new in February 1948, the Foden six 
wheeler was fi rst bought by Glasgow based 
Universal Transport Co (Scotland) Ltd.
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1948 FODEN SIX WHEELERWords: Bob Tuck.
Photos: Bob Tuck unless stated

▲ Seen when modifi ed for recovery work by Ward’s, the shining bright-work on the 
front wheel trims and cab shows the pride in which Colin Ward had in this motor.                                    
Photo: Andrew Ward collection.

▲ Andrew identifi es this DG six wheeler – new in 1942 – as being of the type built for the military. 
The signwriting includes the reference to the MWT – Ministry of War Transport. Universal – the fi rst 
owners of FGE 991 – were also part of this MWT scheme. Photo: Andrew Ward collection.

▲ This BRS eight wheeler sports the S18 style of Foden cab which was used when Foden launched 
the FG range in 1948. When bought at auction, the Ward DG six wheeler was also kitted out to carry 
long loads in this fashion. Photo: Andrew Ward collection.

well have been in haulage even earlier than 
that,” says Andrew about the activity of his 
forefathers. “But what we do know for certain 
is that when JW – John William – returned 
from the First World War service he, like 
many others, used his severance pay to start 
up with a horse and cart. � e local Armitage 
brick works was an early source of tra�  c and 
the base of his operation was the land we use 
now. Only back then it was just used to graze 
the horses as even the house – Hurstwood – 
wasn’t built until 1927.”

JW obviously provided a good service to 

Specification
Make / Model: Foden DG 6/12 � tted
 with S14 cab  
Chassis No: 27574
Year: First registered 28.2.48
Registration: FGE 991
Engine: Gardner 6LW 8.37 litres
 producing 112bhp @
 1,700rpm
Gearbox: Foden 4-speed plus
 Super Low crawler gear
GVW: 18 tons
Top speed: 32mph
Fuel returns: 12mpg – depends
 on work
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his customers who were keen to take more
as the Ward business quickly got into the
mechanised world. While the decision to
start selling petrol – initially in individual
cans – was the forerunner to opening a garage
forecourt which they still operate today.
“We had some early Leyland petrol powered
four wheelers that were ran as dual-purpose
charabancs,” says Andrew. “With a full load
of people on board, the 75-mile ride to
Scarborough was a regular run for the holiday
tra�c.”

It was during the 1930s – and ‘40s – that
JW Ward & Sons really showed their true
Yorkshire grit in what they could do, but that
coincided with them starting to buy Fodens:
“�at time – especially during the Second
World War – people did all sorts,” he says. �e
stories of what the Ward motors did are now
�rmly etched into the family’s DNA but the
bottom line was the Foden / Gardner powered
load carrier could do virtually anything that
was asked of it: “�e family did strengthen the
body / chassis and replaced wooden runners
with ones made of steel as they were carrying
things like boilers and shunting engines out of
Hunslet at Leeds all the way to Liverpool for

export. And all they were using was six and
eight wheel Foden DGs like the one we have 
now. � ey’d o� en be overloaded and they’d 
think nothing of then hanging a trailer on the 
back – it was phenomenal the work they were 
asked to do.”

� e launch of the DG range by Foden in 
the mid ‘30s had been something of a saviour 
for this Cheshire manufacturer. As well as 
civilian use, it proved a military favourite as 
something like 1,750 were supplied to the 
Army in the early ‘40s. It was still being built 
post-war although in 1948 – when Never Fail 
came into the world – Foden were to launch 
their new FG range which sported a far more 
modern style of S18 cab. But strangely, the 
timing of these two happening in the same 
year was to have a huge signi� cance in the 
destiny of this particular Foden six wheeler.

Universal Choice
Taking to the road at the end of February
1948, FGE 991 was bought new by Universal
Transport Co (Scotland) Ltd which had their
head o�ce at 367, Alexandra Parade, Glasgow
E1. Universal had been operating pre-war and
on 1st March 1943, their operation was big 
enough to join the Government’s Ministry of 
War Transport scheme which saw the national 
co-ordination of road haulage operations.

� e MWT was something of a precursor 
to the Labour government’s subsequent 
nationalisation of road haulage and Universal 
saw its � eet compulsorily taken over into British 
Road Services about March 1949.

Transport archivist John Mollett’s meticulous 
records show that Universal then also had 
two depots in Aberdeen – one at 166, Union 
Street and the other Mealmarket Street – plus 
one at 40, Brown Street, Dundee. In total, 
Universal then had about 40 vehicles on � eet 
with 20 of these being based at Glasgow. � e 
Glasgow contingent was to become part of the 
BRS Douglas Group and then allocated � eet 

 Transport heritage

▲ Colin seen with another Foden and his 
two sons Andrew on the left and Philip (who 
subsequently restored the DG back to better 
than new condition). Photo: Andrew Ward collection

▲ Colin Ward seen in the garage. The ex 
Leaper Brothers of Riccall Foden S20 was 
converted for use by Ward’s but Andrew 
recalls it had something of a checkered 
career. Photo: Andrew Ward collection

▲ The Ward family have been operating Fodens for more than 80 years and the marque is still
a strong favourite.

▲ Seen by Peter Noble in August ’00 at the M74 Happenden service area, this converted ‘Chinese 
Six’ used to be Andrew’s favourite Foden recovery vehicle – until it was put out to grass.
 Photo: Peter Noble collection
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numbers with the pre-�x of 60B. John’s copy of
the individual BRS record of FGE 991 shows 
that for some reason they always referred to it 
as being a Foden FG 6/12. � is is slightly wrong 
as of course it is an older DG 6/12 although of 
course it was built in the same year as the FG 
was launched. As we said, that slip-up may have 
been the reason why the vehicle is still in one 
piece today.

John was able to trace the life of the Foden 
with BRS and says that in early 1956 it was 
transferred to their Dundee branch when it was 
allocated the � eet number of 20B 446 or 447. In 
’57, BRS re-numbered all the vehicles they then
had in use and FGE 991 was to become 2B85. It
stayed at Dundee until it came out of service in 
February 1961 and like many other older BRS 
motors which were disposed of, it was sold at 
auction on 31st October 1961. “� e Scottish 
BRS vehicles were disposed of through their 
Linlithgow branch,” says John, “and around that 
time, they were probably having two or three 
auctions a year. And FGE would have been 
sold at the auction held at these Linlithgow 
premises.”

So just how did it get into another auction – 
very shortly a� erwards – about 240 miles away 
in Yorkshire?

Taken Over – Try Something 
Di� erent
Just like Universal, the vehicles of JW Ward 
& Sons were also taken over by BRS. John 
Mollett’s research reveals that JW Ward had 
four vehicles bought when they were acquired 
on 8th August 1950: “Two of these were the 
Foden DG 6/15 eight wheeler EWX 526 that 
had the chassis number 23906 when new to 
Wards on 25.9.45. It was numbered 23D 205 
as part of BRS Leeds South Group. � ey also 
bought the Foden DWX 557 new on 1st May 
1940. � at was chassis number 20654, a model 
DG 5/9 – a four wheeler with the Gardner 5LW 
engine – and that had the BRS number of 23D 
204. A friend – Malcolm Wilford – also traced 
an earlier Foden bought new by JW Ward and 
that was BWU 620 which came on 1st January 
1937. � at was chassis number 17446 and 
another DG 6/15 eight wheeler but that wasn’t 
in use by Ward’s when taken into BRS.”

Andrew recalls as the Ward family was 
so large, the sharing of the proceeds from 
the enforced acquisition didn’t go too far: “I 
think there were nine siblings in total so my 
grandfather Norman didn’t end up with any 
money at all,” he says. “But instead, he got the 
garage, forecourt and yard so as well as selling 
fuel he then started doing repairs on cars and 
light commercials. And when his son Colin (my 
dad) joined him in the new business of Norman 
Ward & Son, they decided to try their hand at 
heavy goods vehicle recoveries.”

 The Scottish BRS 
vehicles were disposed of 
through their Linlithgow 
branch 

▲ With Philip being away on holiday, Andrew takes the wheel for the guided tour around the 
Robin Hood area of Wakefi eld.

► Original cab was restored by Vernon Dyke.

1948 FODEN SIX WHEELER
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In the 21st century, very few road haulage
concerns retain their own recovery vehicles 
as they prefer to use specialist contractors like 
Ward’s but 60 years earlier, it was the other way 
round. If you ran a � eet of any decent size, than 
something like an ex military 6x4 Scammell 
Pioneer or Diamond T 980 – complete with its 
own recovery gear on board – could be bought 
through the surplus sales for very little money. 
� ey were cheap enough to just keep in the 
yard and so be readily available as and when 
something had to be towed in. You didn’t need 
a special driver for it as anyone out the garage 
could jump behind the wheel – no problem.

� at was the sort of scene that was facing 
Norman and Colin a� er they invested in 
their � rst recovery vehicle – a 4x4 Karrier. In 
fairness this wasn’t that strong so Colin kept 
his eye open for something that could handle a 
loaded eight wheeler or artic which were then 
running up to 24 tons gross. A good point of 
local contact was the nearby Rothwell site of 
Central Motor Auctions and it was in late ’61 
that Andrew recalls how his dad picked up FGE 
991 which was still in the old colours of BRS: “It 
apparently looked tired,” he says, “as though it 
had been worked hard. And it still had a bolster
thing behind the cab as though it had been used
to carry long lengths of steel over the top of the 
cab.”

Andrew doesn’t know how it ended up at 

this second auction but one thought is it could
have � rst been bought – blind – by a dealer 
in say Leeds. Rather than go all the way up to 
Linlithgow just to look at a few ex BRS motors, 
the dealer instead would have referred to the 

schedule of vehicles that were listed for sale.
Seeing the BRS reference of a Foden FG 6/12 
may have prompted him to make a pre-sale 
o� er with the auctioneers and as no higher bids
were made on the day, the vehicle was sold / 
bought by that dealer un-seen.

Of course once the Foden made its way down 
south to its new owner, it would have been 
clear to see that the six-wheel � at was in fact 
a much older model DG 6/12. And with no 
obvious customers in mind, the dealer might 
have felt the easiest way to move it on was to 
put it straight back into the auction system and 
dropped it into Rothwell.

� is could of course be an in-correct 
summation of what happened but no one 
either connected with Ward’s – or even the 
preservation movement – really cares. � e 
bottom line was that Norman Ward & Son had 
acquired themselves one heck of a steed which 
would certainly stand the test of time.

Never Fail
Building a modern day recovery vehicle can be 
both time-consuming and expensive but back 
in ’61 / ’62 the Ward Foden was soon readied 
for action. � e excess of chassis rails (and body) 
behind the double drive bogie was soon cut o�  
while a homemade, li� ing frame was placed 
on the back. Its simple wind-my-handle build 
meant Colin was destined to get lots of practice 

 Transport heritage

▲ The DG has two gear levers with the 
second one being needed to engage the 
Super-Low version of bottom gear.

▲ The heavy wear on the centrally located throttle pedal shows how 
long – and hard – it’s been pressed over its 71 years of life.

▲ There’s only these three gauges for the Foden driver to keep an 
eye on.

▲ O l controls fall easily to hand.
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at this back-breaking ‘Arm Strong’ work. To
ensure the Foden’s front axle stayed �rmly on
the ground, a large three-ton block of stone was
placed close to the headboard to act as ballast.

Of course when you read how easy it is to
kit yourself out as a recovery operator you
might wonder why lots of people didn’t do it.
But those in the game will just laugh at such a
suggestion because being a recovery expert is
down to know how and all sorts of techniques
that you’ll probably never �nd written down
in a hand book. And that still applies with the
operators of 21st century ‘Super Wreckers’
which are now in vogue.

It’s recalled the good thing that Colin had
going for him in the ‘60s was he had two
(potential) customers right on the doorstep. �e
huge bulk tanker operator of Smith & Robinson
had their HQ at Rothwell while the tipper
operator of Hargreaves was also close at hand.
Both of these concerns were in the same Group
and while they had access to their own recovery
vehicle, they preferred to use the services of

▲ The Robin Hood base of the Ward operation is halfway between Wakefield and Leeds and
in an ideal place for a recovery operator to serve the area.

Colin and his Foden as they knew he’d get the
job done.

Andrew tells one story of this combo when
the call came to drive down to Ross-on-Wye
to recover a crashed tipper, A�er doing the
recovery, Colin hauled this broken down
vehicle to Newport where he discharged its
load of fertiliser before bringing the vehicle
back to Yorkshire: “It took him three days,” says
Andrew, “and with a top speed of only 30mph,
it must have been a heck of a trip.”

Andrew laughs when he says how his dad
used to nickname the Foden Never Fail because
the way it did so much hard work, it of course
failed. Another story relates to the recovery of a
loaded eight wheeler on the old A65 which was
stuck on the daunting ascent of Bucker Brow.
�e main road now by-passes Settle but when
Colin and the DG hooked onto the broken
down vehicle, the �rst movement was the
chewing up of the Foden’s propsha�.

�is may have perturbed lesser mortals but
Colin simply crawled underneath, removed

the damaged propsha� and walked into Settle
with it to �nd a blacksmith who could carry out
some repairs. Walking back to the Foden with a
much stronger link, Andrew says once replaced,
he managed to li� the vehicle o� the climb
without any bother: “But instead of putting the
Foden into bottom gear, he put it into Super
Low gear and that did the job. In fact that
repaired propsha� is still on the vehicle now.”

Saved For Posterity
Andrew recalls the DG apparently gave
something like 10-15 years front line service
before it became relegated to spare vehicle.
But even when there was no longer any work
for it (having been replaced by much younger
Fodens) the DG wasn’t disposed of but instead
just pushed into a corner of the yard.

If you know the Norman Ward set-up you’ll
be aware that they part with very little so no
surprise when the decision was made to restore
the DG – and show it on the preservation
scene – they were able to �nd (then re-instate)

▲ The Foden still uses the same prop shaft which was repaired after it
failed on the A65 near Settle while trying to recover a loaded vehicle.

▲ Stunning attention to detail. The low slung direction indicators 
have been fi tted so they can be hinged upwards – and then out of 
sight – if a period look on the show fi eld is required.

▲ The Foden / Gardner Diesel combination 
was a proven stalwart.

1948 FODEN SIX WHEELER



Andrew if he’ll give us a ride round the block:
“No problem.”

Be-dappled in sunshine, the DG looks
absolutely stunning with the �nished six-
wheeler being a huge credit to Philip’s expertise.
�e painting of it was done by Mark Rowley of
LKR Finishers at Featherstone while Barnsley
based Andy Scott did the signwriting. While
the S14 DG cab is another job well done by cab
builder extraordinaire, Vernon Dyke.

Fired into life, the Gardner 6LW has a
soothing tick-over but with the pedal to the
metal, we have to communicate with hand
signals and facial distortions. �e interior noise

the original bits of chassis rails which had been
cut o� the rear. “I suppose we started on the
restoration about 20 years ago when it was
totally stripped down,” says Andrew. “�e cab
was taken o� and sent away to Vernon Dyke
to do a full rebuild. Although a lot of us were
involved now and again, the restoration is
totally down to my younger brother Philip –
although he was told to do it only as and when
he had any spare time.”

Of course the job stalled at various times
and it was only �nished about four years ago.
Since then it’s been seen at various local events
but with Philip being away on holiday, we ask
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▲Prior to a new platform body being built, the DG’s restoration included the reinstating 
of the original parts of chassis rails which were originally cut off  when the Foden was fi rst 
converted for recovery work.

is deafening and the profusion of speed humps 
on our wandering route around the Robin 
Hood area of Wake� eld is best negotiated 
carefully. We take a pause mid-trip and Andrew 
explains the engine is ‘sort of ’ the original as 
a huge amount of work has been done on it 
over the almost 60 years it’s been in family 
ownership. We were shown how � exible the 
6LW is when Andrew almost stalls at an awful 
get-out junction but even though the revs drop 
to almost zero, the Gardener picks itself up and 
keeps purring on.

On a private bit of land I fancied the shortest 
of tries behind the wheel. � e S14 isn’t the 
easiest of cabs to get into and Andrew reckons 
the guys who did the original 1930s cab design 
must have been fairly small. � e steering is 
a mite heavy while the � oor pedal lay-out is 
of a style o� ered in the ‘30s which saw the 
accelerator pedal in the middle. Also of note 
was the wear on the top of the throttle pedal 
which was obviously caused by drivers like 
Colin putting pressure on that point for hours 
at a time. We wonder whether (like some of his 
ilk) Colin utilised a length of wood or steel to 
jam down onto this pedal as an early form of 
cruise control when he was hammering along 
straight stretches of road.

� e 71-year-old DG has obviously seen a 
lot in its time and has many herculean exploits 
to its credit. However, it’s not the only Foden 
in the Ward yard with an interesting pedigree 
and on our next visit to Robin Hood, we have 
been promised to be given one other rather                 
special door key. Happy days. v

 Transport heritage

▼ The fi nished DG is a huge credit to the 
restoration expertise of Philip Ward.
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Iwas once again holidaying in Gozo during
September and, as usual, I took some
time to photograph the British truck

scene there and also in Malta. I was alarmed,
to say the least, at the reduction in British
trucks still operating, especially in Malta,
from my observations the previous year. As

an example, I spent about four hours at a
busy junction near Mosta, and compared to
last year at this location, there was a marked
decline.

I visited the Quarry operated by Ballut
Blocks at Naxxar and my �ndings there were
very worrying. I had a very interesting, if

BRITISH TRUCKS IN GOZO
depressing, talk to a very nice member of 
the truck maintenance team, who explained 
that the “authorities” were now penalizing 
the truck operators who were content to 
use the “old” trucks, by making their yearly 
registration around twice as much as that of 
the more “up to date” ones. Higher exhaust 
emissions from the older vehicles were given 
as one of the reasons. Modern vehicles are 
now being purchased at what seems quite a 
rapid rate. � e old vehicles are being stored, 
kept as standby’s or even dismantled!

I have enclosed three photographs of trucks 
stored at Ballut Blocks which come into this 
category. � ese vehicles are operational, but 
have been idle for quite some time, and face a 
very uncertain future. 

I once again visited a gentleman on Gozo 
who has an aggregate/ ready mixed concrete 
business. It had been two years since my 
last visit. He more or less con� rmed what 
the gentleman had said at Ballut Blocks, in 
terms of the massive price hike of the vehicle 
registration fee for the older vehicles. When 
I visited his premises two years ago, he had 
an all Leyland � eet. Now he has bought some 
newer vehicles to o� set the higher registration 
fees, and has started laying o�  some of his 
Leylands! 

� ere is still a large contingent of 
operational British trucks in Malta and Gozo, 
but for how long?

Interesting examples are still quite 
common. It could be very fertile ground for 
preservation projects.
Philip Hamer

Make a date for 18-20 September 
2020, when the Bedfordshire 
Steam Engine Preservation 

Society returns to staging a rally. � ey are 
moving to Turvey House, a Grade One 
listed country house by kind permission of 
the Hanbury family. 

Turvey House is set in established 

parkland on the river Great Ouse, just nine 
miles from Bedford on the A428 Bedford 
to Northampton road. � is will be their 
61st rally and the village of Turvey was 
where its founder John Crawley came 
from. 

As always there will be sections for all 
types of vehicles including commercial 

vehicles at this club’s famous rally. Details 
for traders and exhibitors will be released 
shortly via www.bseps.prg.uk and further 
details will be made via media channels. 
� e organisers say they are looking 
forward to welcoming friends old and new 
to the event.
Peter Love

BSEPS MOVES TO TURVEY HOUSE GROUNDS
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▲Also seen at Lilbourne, is the lovely original style Leyland T45
Roadtrain with 260hp turbocharged engine. A common sight in the
1980s and the C W Sproston Lime Ltd example from Cheshire looked
the part as the rain started to come down.

▲ Billy Wood Junior is seen with his immaculate and rare 1987 Ford 
Cargo artic unit.

SPOTTED AT BLUE FORCE

The big event in the Midlands over 
21-22 September, took place at 
Lilbourne near Rugby just o�  the 

M1and staged by Blue Force to celebrate 
100 years of Roadless tractors and 90 years 
of County says Peter Love. 

� is working event saw nearly 200 
classic tractors working and the paddock 
featured some amazing commercial 
vehicles. � is included Billy Wood Junior’s 
superb 1987 Ford Cargo with Cummins 
power. � is low mileage tractor unit has 

been well kept all its life and features 
its original cab. Billy Junior is a haulage 
contractor by trade and enjoys his Ford 
machines at the weekend. However, 
his father is very much a Bedford man 
through and through.

The Somerset Vintage and Classic
Tractor Show at Bath & West
Showground, Shepton Mallet will soon

be here, as it’s on over the 25-26 January 2020.
�e theme is Nu�eld, Leyland and Marshall.
�e organisers are anticipating entries of
some of the earlier TVO Nu�eld models right
up to the last of the Marshall 100 tractors and

SOMERSET 
VINTAGE

Steyr based models.  However, the organisers 
say they have room for preserved commercial 
vehicles if you would like to attend. � ere will 
be a good selection of over 400 vehicles in 
total.

� is show is always well supported with 
a great variety of trade stands, selling tools, 
models and spare parts. � ere’s also the 
popular vintage collective auction on Saturday 
25th with usually 1,000+ lots, by H J Pugh 
& Co, Ledbury. Visit www.hjpugh.com for 
further details.

All show proceeds go to local charities and 
during the 2019 show they donated £10,000 to 

charities, including £2,500 to Chemotherapy 
Chair, Yeovil Hospital Charity Appeal and 
£2,500 to the Dorset and Somerset Air 
Ambulance, with donations also to Children’s 
Hospice South West, Guide Dogs for the 
Blind, Ups & Downs South West and Time is 
Precious.  � is year they aim to donate similar 
sums to local charities. Entrance to the show 
is Adults: £8; OAP’s £6; Children £4, Sat: 
9am-4pm & Sun: 9am-3.30pm. Entry forms:  
www.somersettractorshow.com or from Nick 
Bryne: 01749 860514 or Mike Marshall: 07976 
535762.
Peter Love

VINTAGE COMMERCIAL 
VEHICLE CALENDAR 2020
Here we have the 

superb 2020 
calendar brought 

to you courtesy of Heritage 
Commercials, Classic & 
Vintage Commercials and 
Classic Truck. It features 
superb photographs by Bob 
Tuck, Pip Dunn, Martyn 
Barnwell and David Reed. 
� e calendar is produced 
to a very high standard and 
along with the days of each 
month, there’s a handy area 
for writing notes.

� e calendar is priced 
at £8.99 and to get your 
copy, phone 01959 543747 
or to order online visit                          
shop.kelsey.co.uk

COUNTY BLUE PLAQUE
Thanks to Simon Fenwick’s e� orts, on Sunday 13th October 

at 2pm a blue plaque was unveiled at Albert Street, Fleet, 
Hampshire. � is was to mark the 90th anniversary of 

the founding of County Commercial Cars Ltd. Members of the 
founding Tapp family were there along with the many County fans 
to see this major event happening at last. County now have some 
recognition for what it did in the 
town of Fleet all those years ago 
when it was its largest employers. 
� ey started out making Ford Surrey 
and Sussex six-wheel commercial 
vehicle conversions which became 
o�  cially approved by Ford Motor 
Co UK. � e company went on to 
make crawlers and four-wheel drive 
tractors as well as four-wheel drive 
Transit vans. 
Peter Love

Simon Fenwick’s eff orts have been appreciated and Albert Street, 
Fleet has been recognised for what County did for the town for so 
many years.
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The 24-spoke Dharma Chakra – the 
‘Wheel of Law’ – at the centre of 
India’s national �ag symbolises 
continuing progress. Wheeled 

transport is thought to have �rst appeared in 
India 4,000 years ago. To India’s good fortune, 
in recent decades the Chakra has gathered 
accelerating momentum – and is relieving 
four-legged and human beasts of burden with 
a vengeance. 

India’s progress is partly thanks to Ashok 
Leyland, whose production lines are 

currently delivering heavy, medium and light 
commercials at a rate of around 140,000 units 
a year. �at’s getting on for double the UK’s 
equivalent output. (Indicative of the sheer size 
of the Indian market, Ashok Leyland has a 
one-third share of the medium/heavy truck 
segment).

India is not alone in being home to a marque 
with British heritage. As a brand, BMC – 
the former Austin-Morris British Motor 
Corporation combine that contributed ‘British’ 
to the British Leyland name – lives on as the 

biggest commercial vehicle manufacturer in 
Turkey.

Around the time of the disastrous BMC/
Leyland coming together, it could proudly 
boast of being the world’s biggest exporter 
of commercial vehicles. �e success and 
entrepreneurialism of Ashok Leyland and 
Turkey’s BMC puts the ultimate failure of the 
British half of their ancestry into perspective.

Where did it all go wrong? You might well 
ask. But this not the forum for dwelling on 
the systemic incompetence of former British 

Words: Ed Burrows
Photos: Author’s Archive, Ashok Leyland, Bmc Sanayi Ve Ticaret As, Rupert E Burrows

Ed Burrows delves into the history of India’s Ashok Leyland and BMC of Turkey,
together with the products the two makes have introduced since the demise of 
their partnership with British Leyland. BMC currently builds some 12,500 vehicles a 
year, exports to 80 countries, and also builds Turkish Army trucks, tanks and other 
armoured vehicles. Ashok Leyland commands a third of India’s heavy trucks market – 
and together with its light and medium ranges produces around 140,000 trucks a year

LEYLAND LEGACY 

Classic heavylift
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automotive industry boardrooms, death wish 
trade union agitators and the all-round dim-
wittedness of successive governments…  

Instead, let’s celebrate the success of two joint 
ventures that BL (Rover Group, as it �nally 
became) reversed out of during the dismantling 
of a conglomeration which – in an industrial 
context – was a shambles comparable to the 
hash Parliament has been making of Brexit.

�e Ashok Leyland and BMC joint ventures 
were dissolved in the mid-1970s. �e two 
former partners gained unfettered technology 
transfer; in return, Britain gained tandoori 
oven cooking and take-out doner kebabs.

Ashok Leyland traces its origins to 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, India’s �rst 
Prime Minister, who was intent on newly-
independent India becoming as self-reliant 
as possible. He persuaded Raghunandan 
Saran, an industrialist, to start an automotive 
manufacturing business, resulting in the 
establishment in 1948 of Ashok Motors 

ASHOK LEYLAND AND BMC TURKEY

Coachbuilt cabs on chassis-cowl units are 
characteristic of generations of Ashok 
Leyland six-wheel 18-tonners. 

▲ Established in 1948, Ashok Motors progressed from assembling Austin A40 cars to Austin trucks.

▲ A symbol of national and industrial shame in Britain, the BL roundel continues to be sported 
with pride in India.

Famous name:
the Comet model
was eventually
superseded by
the Ecomet with
ex-Ford Cargo,
ex-Iveco cab.
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in Chennai (aka Madras). Initially Ashok
assembled Austin A40 cars, followed by Austin
trucks. Four years later Austin merged with
the Nu�eld Organisation to create BMC
(the British Motor Corporation). In 1955,
reconstituted as Ashok Leyland, the company
absorbed Leyland’s Indian export operation.
A proportion of the equity was held by the
Lancashire truck manufacturer. �e production
of Leyland-designed commercial vehicles and
buses commenced in 1955. Operations got o�
to a �ying start, attributed to the large number
of engineers seconded from Leyland in the UK,
and Indians who were sent to Lancashire for
training.

Ashok Leyland trucks proudly sport British
Leyland’s circled ‘L’ branding – a mark of
shame in Britain, a badge of pride in India.

Although India’s population is 19 times the 
size of Britain’s, there are only around six times 
as many motor vehicles. But the road accident 
fatalities in India average 150,000 a year – 75 
times the annual number of UK road deaths. 
It is surprising the carnage isn’t even worse. In 
the mayhem of motorcycles, scooters, three-
wheel rickshaws, cars, trucks and pedestrians, 
every individual road user appears to harbour 
an inalienable conviction that they alone have 
the right of way. �e only things drivers and 
the frenzied two-stroke hoards defer to are 
meandering hump-necked zebus. In India, 
cattle are sacred. It’s human life that’s cheap.

Many own-account truck drivers recognise 
that for the preservation of life, limb, vehicle 
and livelihood, extra measures are called for. 
�ey invoke the help of Dhrishti Bomma, a 
talisman that protects against ‘bad energy’ 
(such as other road vehicles). �e image is 
usually painted on the di� housing, clearly 
visible to a following driver.   

Confronted by de�cient driving standards 
and somewhat limited enforcement of 
regulations, if the UK’s health and safety 
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▲ Somewhere in the Himalayas, an FJ cabbed 4x4 on Indian Army trails; the FJ cab was not taken 
up by Ashok Leyland. 

busybodies were let loose in India, the country 
would be brought to a standstill. But don’t get 
the impression Indian law enforcement is not 
capable of serious bite. A signi�cant in�uence 
on the huge rise in new trucks sales in India 
has been a crackdown on overloading. 

�ere is other evidence of a growing 
safety culture. As a tangible demonstration 
of its sense of corporate responsibility, 
Ashok Leyland o�ers its customers a driver 
training programme (which for the Indian 
Army includes driver training simulators). 
Commercial operators have the option of 
telematics for real-time track-and-trace driver/
vehicle location, �eet management, together 
with driver insurance cover.

Disregarding pickup sized vehicles, the typical 
Indian truck is a two-axle chassis with a GVW of 
between 11 and 16 tonnes. O�en owner-driven 
and with a locally built or DIY timber framed 
cab structure, it is something of an icon of 
Indian entrepreneurial culture. 

�e condition of the road network has until 
recently been a barrier to the use of heavier 
trucks. With this now changing, 40 tonne GCW 
tractor/semi-trailer units have become a more 
familiar sight, the top spec Ashok Leyland artic 
tractor is a 55-ton rated 6x4 powered by a six-
cylinder 320bhp diesel.   

Recognising the combination of the poor 
condition of a high proportion of India’s roads, 
a previously nonchalant attitude to overloading 
and maintenance that may not be carried strictly 
according to the manual, the engineering of 
Ashok Leyland products is characteristically 
rugged. While their greater inherent safety is 
making factory-built steel cabs more popular, 
the chassis/cowl option remains a market 
mainstay. �is partly to save on excise duty 
and partly convention. But for understandable 
prudence, although Ashok Leyland haulage 
rigids and tractors are o�ered in both chassis/
cab and chassis/cowl con�gurations, its light/
medium distribution trucks and mining and 
construction rigids are only available with steel 
cabs.

Integral to the rapid growth of India’s 
economy is a construction boom. New buildings 
of every description, the roads programme and 
other infrastructure developments feed directly 
into the quarrying and construction materials 
industries. �e upshot is a heavy demand for 
tippers. �e extra pro�t opportunities this 
presents have not been lost on Ashok Leyland, 
whose various model ranges includes fully spec’d 
chassis complete with tipping bodies. �ese are 
supplied through its Fully Built Vehicle Solutions 
subsidiary, which also o�ers tractors complete 
with bulk pressure tanker trailers and other 
types of bodywork.

▲ Ashok Leyland Stallion 6x6s and 4x4s provide the backbone of Indian Army logistics. The 
latest have an ex-Avia cab. 
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Indicative of the market’s increasing 
sophistication, today’s base model truck is 
the Partner 3-/3.5-tonner with full cab and 
powered by a three-litre, 118bhp diesel – and 
optional aircon. Options include �ve wheelbase 
lengths, and low or high-side bodywork as well 
as chassis/cabs. Above the Partner are over 
500 truck spec options, the oldest of which is 
the Ecomet (a name re�ecting a longstanding 
Ashok Leyland mainstay). �e all-steel cab 
is instantly recognisable as the Ford Cargo 
unit, originally designed and used by Ford in 
Britain and subsequently �tted to Ford trucks 
manufactured in the US and Brazil. 

�e Ecomet/Cargo cab is actually a legacy 
of a former link between Ashok Leyland and 
Fiat/Iveco, Ford having once been Fiat’s partner 
in Iveco. �e Ecomet range includes 130bhp, 
four-cylinder engined nine- to 16-ton two-
axle cargo trucks and a 180bhp 25-ton 6x4 
for applications such as concrete pumping. 
Alongside the Ecomet are a variety of medium
truck specs with a cab introduced following 
Ashok Leyland’s takeover a few years ago of 
Czech Republic manufacturer Avia. (�ough 
unrelated, in its home country the Avia make 
has recently be resurrected).

�e mining and construction range 
comprises two-, three-, four- and �ve-axle 
rigids, available as tippers or in chassis/cab 
form, powered by Hino-derived 180- or 
230bhp diesels. But if you’re looking for 
muscle-building, the top 37-ton GVW, �ve-
axle 3718 model’s 180bhp diesel is mated to 
a nine-speed manual. Depending on spec, 
cabs are variously split-windscreen or one 
of two single-piece windscreen designs. �e 
heavy-duty mining and construction market 
specs have direct two- to �ve-axle cargo truck 
counterparts that share the same engines. 
Above these are two- and three-axle 35- to 
55-ton tractors, again with 180- and 230bhp 
engine options – apart from a 55-ton spec with 
320bhp.     

Ashok Leyland exports considerable 
numbers of commercial vehicles to countries 
in Asia, Africa and elsewhere. Military vehicles 
are also a major market. India has the world’s 
third largest standing army and operates tens 
of thousands of Ashok Leyland so�-skin and 
armoured cab vehicles. Chassis are 4x4, 6x6, 
8x8, 10x10 and 12x12 – the latter for roles such 
as bridging.

BMC was established as a joint-venture in 
Turkey in 1964, four years before the British 
Motor Corporation merged with Leyland. Its 
Izmir assembly plant was o�cially opened 
by HM �e Queen in 1966. Astonishing to 
think that, in that period, the Austin-Morris/
Nu�eld combine was just about clinging on 
to its position as the world’s fourth largest 
motor manufacturer, ranked behind the US 
triumvirate of General Motors, Ford and the 
Chrysler Corporation. 

Today, commercial vehicles are sold by BMC 
Sanayi ve Ticaret in 80 countries around the 
world.

�e BMC badge �rst appeared in Britain 
in 1958, on Morris-Commercial seven-
tonners also sold through Austin dealerships. 
(Irrationally, although identical apart from 
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▲ A Turkish-assembled BMC ex-Austin Loadstar type chassis fitted with locally a fabricated 
sheet-metal cab.

▲ Those were the days. A locally-cabbed BMC parked up outside a Turkish dealership proud to 
display the Austin name.

▲ Ashok Leyland’s current range of commercials is headed by modern cab models first 
introduced in 2010.

ASHOK LEYLAND AND BMC TURKEY
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badges, Austin and Morris truck ranges were 
distributed through separate dealer networks). 

Responding to a Government job creation 
initiative (with a juicy cash inducement 
attached), the British Motor Corporation 
opened a new plant in 1961 at Bathgate 
in Scotland. An initial plan to transfer the 
manufacture of Nu�eld farm tractors was 
quickly extended to include commercial 
vehicles. �ree years later Bathgate rolled out 
an entirely new model line-up, topped by an 
eight-ton truck and a ten-ton rated artic tractor. 
�e new models, known as FJs, had a tilt cab. 
In parallel, the bonneted WF-series three-�ve-
tonners – which began life at the beginning of 
the 1950s as the Austin Loadstar range – were 
freshened up. With the changing nature of 
the home market however, they were chie�y 
produced for export.

In the a�ermath of the merger of the British 
Motor Corporation with the Leyland group in 
1968, the Austin and Morris badges were taken 

o� trucks and universally replaced by the BMC 
nameplate. In 1970, BMC in turn was dropped 
and the trucks rebadged as Leylands. Soon a�er
the merger, the FJ cab was given a makeover 
and became known as the Pilot cab. It was used
for lighter Leyland Terrier and Laird models, 
mid-range Boxer and Clydesdale Redline 
models and the 16-ton Masti�. 

In 1975, in a tight-budget revamp, the 
front panel was redesigned and given strong 
horizontal elements. �is went a long way 
to transforming the appearance and the 
trucks were re-dubbed the G-Series. �e cab 
was revised again in 1980, and the trucks 
re-launched as the Leyland Super-G range. 
�is lived on until the all-new RoadRunner 
of 1984. While the FJ and its successors were 
looked down upon by diehard Leyland people, 
the cab was nevertheless adopted for Leyland’s 
Landtrain bonneted tractors and dumper 
chassis, the Scammell S24 6x6 and the Leyland 
Landmaster two-axle evolution of the old 

bonneted WF series.
BMC production in Turkey launched on the 

back of the then-new FJ range. It was assembled 
from Bathgate-supplied CKD (completely 
knocked down) kits. WF series were assembled 
using UK-supplied chassis componentry but 
�tted with a locally-fabricated steel cab. Engines 
included Leyland 400 and later 698 series 
diesels. 

As the business grew, a foundry was added 
and it commenced building engines. �e 1980s 
saw an alliance with Volvo and a deal under 
which Cummins engines were manufactured 
under licence. �e G-cab evolution of the old FJ 
cab was produced in Turkey for BMC cabover 
models until 1996. It was replaced, initially on 
civilian models, and later on Turkish Army 4x4 
chassis, by a distinctive all-new unit designed 
by Pininfarina. �is was �tted to BMC medium 
and heavy trucks marketed as the Professional 
range. �e cab was engineered for manufacture 
in two widths, a narrower version with wider 
wheel fairings and a full-width option primarily 
for tractor units. Variants have included 
regular and extra-height sleepers and day- 
and crew-cabs. Although still �tted to BMC 
military types, for commercial operators the 
Professional cabbed models were replaced in 
2018 by Tugra family of chassis.

�e Tugra range encompasses high and 
standard roof sleeper cab two-axle tractors, 
4x2, 6x2 and 8x2 rigids and 6x4 and 8x4 
constriction chassis. �e tractors are spec’d with 
Euro-6 compliant 450bhp six-inline turbo-
intercooled Cursor diesels sourced from FPT in 
Italy. �e cargo rigids and construction chassis 
are powered by Cummins units with 290- to 
400bhp outputs. �e Tugra cab is in the generic 
European me-too style, right down to the deep 
radiator slats with turned up ends, a styling 
arti�ce presumably intended to give the truck a 
smiling face. It’s neat, but lacks the individuality 
of the earlier Professional cab.

▲ Indicative of Leyland’s worldwide operations, an Iranian Super Comet with a wide-fender 
Commer Superpoise type cab. 

▲ The headache rack and dropside bodywork 
tell you this FJ seven-tonner was assembled in 
Izmir, not Bathgate.
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Ironic, isn’t it. With the caveat that BMCs
were imported the UK for a few years from 
2003 (sold mostly to the skip trucks market), 
British-built BMC trucks were sold on the 
home market for only 12 years – but in Turkey, 
the name has lived on for more than half a 
century.

Previous ranges of lighter short-bonnet 
commercials have been abandoned by both 
Ashok Leyland and BMC; the present ranges 
of both makes are of generic European forward 
control con�guration. Given the typical 
transport environments both manufacturers’ 
products are largely aimed at, there is an 

argument that it would have been preferable to 
produce bonneted trucks more on the lines of 
US normal control/conventionals. 

In areas characterised by poor roads, a 
hot climate and generally less considerate 
standards of driving, the advantages of 
bonneted trucks are obvious. In a head-on 
collision, the driver is further from the point 
of impact; being seated behind the front axle 
– rather than on top of it – gives a potentially 
more comfortable ride; the cab is likely to be 
cooler – the driver is not sitting next to the 
engine, and a potentially smaller windscreen 
means reduced solar heat gain; and engine 

accessed doesn’t require tilting the cab.
So much for theory. In the real world, it’s 

a case of making the choice and paying the 
price. And in developing country markets, 
keen pricing is key. But we must not point the 
�nger: no frills, uncomfortable traditional 
British ga�ers’ trucks are what �re our interest 
in heritage commercials. On the �ip side of 
course, ga�ers’ trucks that with only token 
consideration given to the driver opened the 
cab door to the Continental invasion that 
contributed to the demise of Leyland and other 
British legends. So, Ashok Leyland and BMC – 
for commercial realism – good on you.  v

ASHOK LEYLAND AND BMC TURKEY

The final version of the ex-
Bathgate FJ cab, the Super-G, was 
the basis for BMC production in 
Turkey until the 1990s.

▲ For a few years from 2003 onwards, rugged-duty 18-tonne gross 
BMCs found a market with UK skip truck operators.

► With generic Eurostyle cab, this tipper is representative of BMC’s all-
new commercial truck range launched in 2018. 
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You might well have heard of Gyles 
Carpenter because if you’re a 
regular reader then you’ll have 
certainly seen his expertise 

with the camera. For more than 15 years, 
Gyles has passionately followed both the 
preservation and modern day, commercial 
vehicle scene and recorded the action for 
posterity wherever he’s gone. However, not 
only has his stunning photography regularly 
adorned the pages of Heritage Commercials 
(and our sister publication Classic & Vintage 
Commercials) they have also gone on to 
cover the walls – and computer screens – of 
many thankful recipients across the length 
and breadth of the land.

In his 46 years of life, Gyles must have 
taken millions of photographs but he’s now 
aware that this totally consuming part of his 

life has come to an end. In November ’17 he 
su� ered a stroke and while in hospital, he 
had a bleed on the brain. Apparently Gyles 
wasn’t expected to survive the trauma but 
his resilient spirit saw him through. His sight 
is now almost gone – although he can make 
out odd shapes and the di� erence between 
light and dark – while the fact that he has no 
feeling in the le�  side of his body means he’s 
totally reliant on a wheelchair for any form of 
mobility.

With both of his parents having passed 
away, he’s also now totally reliant on the hard-
working sta�  of Mill� eld House in Folkestone 

Life may have given Gyles Carpenter a real good kick in the teeth, but he would 
like all his friends and followers to know that while he may be out of action, he’s 
not out of contact. Yes, while this ‘Ace’ photographer may well have taken his last 
photograph, his stunning portfolio is arguably second to none and he has memories 
aplenty about taking each and every shot. Bob Tuck travels to Folkestone to talk to 
someone who loves to be known as an ‘Adopted Scot.’

► Gyles favourite photograph is of his favourite
vehicle – Roger Mortimore’s Scammell Crusader 
heavy hauler. No wonder this shot ended up on 
the front cover of Heritage Commercials.

DOWN – BUT 
NOT OUT

Transport Photography
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Words: Bob Tuck.
Photos: Gyles Carpenter

to look a�er him. But he wants all his friends 
to be aware that he can still talk on the phone
and would love to hear the voices of so many 
people who have allowed him to photograph 
their pride and joy – and then perhaps 
reward him with some co�ee and cake.

As we discovered when we made the trip 
down to the south coast, Gyles is certainly 
still in top form. He apologises that the 
surgery on his brain has le� him with some 
gaps in his memory but in the three hours 
of conversation, he seemed to remember a 
lot more than us. �e loss of a number of his 
senses has obviously sharpened some others 
(you’ll be pleased to hear he hasn’t lost his 
appetite) and he tells us that just the sound of 
someone’s voice can take him back to times 
and places all over the country.

It’s a bit sad that Gyles won’t be able to see 
this particular article. But while he wasn’t 
keen to have his photograph taken, it was 
only because he didn’t want to waste the 
smallest part of a magazine page: “Don’t 
waste a shot on me,” he insists, “but instead 
use the space on the page to get another old 
wagon picture of mine into the article.”

Obviously we are spoilt for choice in 
which of his to use. But as this born and bred
Kentonian loves to be known as an ‘Adopted 

GYLES CARPENTER

In April ’11, Jim Doig’s 66 and 6 run saw
a variation of criss-crossing northern
England with an overnight stay in
Northallerton. The delight for Gyles was
that traffic was to be turning round so was
going two ways up and down Shap. Willie
Nichol from Lochmaben is seen with his
stunning ERF tanker southbound on the
old A6 just before reaching the site of the
old Jungle cafe.

▲ One of the first trips to Shap Fell for Gyles was to see the passing of those involved in Graham 
Edge’s Anglo-Scottish Run of ’01. It seemed strange for Gyles to see this Kent based Alan Firmin outfit 
so far from home. Trevor Hewett is the driver of this much cherished AEC Mammoth Major.

▲ From Dartford in Kent to the top of the ‘Rest and Be Thankful’ in Argyll is something like 450 miles 
but this is one of the many views of the Scottish scenery which Gyles will never forget.

▲ In ’06, Jim Doig’s West Coast Run saw runners have two nights in Fort William as they spent the day 
going onto Skye and back. Gyles recalls squeezing onto a small piece grass prior to the climb up onto 
the Skye bridge to get this stunning shot of Glenn Harley and his AEC.
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Scot,’ the ones we have selected were mainly
taken on some of the many forays when our
man le� Kent at ‘Silly o’clock’ to make sure his
little red Peugeot was North of the Border in
plenty of time to see and hear the action. And
of course – enroute – perhaps enjoy a Haggis
breakfast at Lockerbie truckstop.

Cars And Planes And Buses
Home for Gyles (and his parents Ian and
Rosemary) was to be in the village of South
Darenth near Dartford in Kent. Gyles
recalls it was about 15 minutes walk to the
Brands Hatch racing circuit and as one of his
neighbours worked one of the track’s rear
entrances as security, this young ‘petrol head’
didn’t always have to pay to get in.

Motor sport was subsequently to be Gyles
�rst photographic passion as he’d proved
a natural in the subject when he was at
school where he easily passed his GCSE in
Photography: “For work experience,” he says,

 Transport Photography

“I had a week at the Sun newspaper’s dark 
room in Fleet Street.” Actually Gyles’ �rst job 
from school was working at Maidstone and 
involved testing concrete but he knew that 
wasn’t for him. However, on one of his sorties 
to the local Job Centre in search of something 
better during the late ‘80s, he spotted that one 
Jim Bennett was looking for a ‘Photographic 
Shop Assistant’ at his shop on Sidcup High 
Street.

Jim was a highly acclaimed Fleet Street 
photographer but had opened the shop 
primarily for his wife Heather and their two 
daughters Nicky and Vicky. However, the 
addition of Gyles to the sta� proved a match 

made in heaven – for both sides: “Over 
time,” says Gyles, “I was looked on as one of 
the family and I suppose Jim became like a 
second father to me.”

Over the last 30 years, a huge amount of 
competition has hit specialist high street 
shops like Jim Bennett Imaging especially 
since the advent of digital photography. �e 
Internet – and even some local supermarkets 
– were to o�er processing / printing facilities
at cut price rates to get customers. However, 
Gyles says that their shop was able to keep 
custom by o�ering a far better service – and 
quality – plus a wider range of personalised 
goods and services. However, biggest asset 

▲ I can imagine Gyles loved the stunning contrasts he picked up in this shot. Neil Bollan from 
Carnwath is seen heading back west on the A708 passing St Mary’s loch just before Moffat.

Nothing old about this outfit carrying
part of wind turbine. But while waiting
for the West Coast road runners to
make an appearance, Gyles couldn’t
resist the stunning reflection shot
taken from the bus stop at Inveraray
across the small Loch Shira.

▲ Gyles captured a rare slice of Atkinson history 
with this shot because this is the only vehicle of 
the marque ever to be assembled in Scotland.
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of the shop was to be Gyles’ expertise and
know how. And with this ‘gentle giant’ having
an easy – but knowledgeable – manner with
whoever walked through the door, it was
no wonder the place retained their loyal
customer base.

One returning shop customer was to be
a Mr Austin who was a bus enthusiast and
it was at his suggestion that Gyles – and his
camera – went to a local bus running day. �e
buses were certainly interesting but not so
interesting were their owners and followers:
“Not knowing anything about the vehicles,”
says Gyles, “I asked some questions but the
folk I spoke to answered rudely and what
I felt was disrespectfully. It was a complete
turn o�.”

Yes, Gyles was just keen to develop his
photography expertise and recalls a�er
things like Brands Hatch and Goodwood’s
Festival of Speed he even turned to attending
air-shows. “I won a free entry to an event at
Boscombe Down and got into that scene for
a few years – I just loved to see the Spit�re
in �ight.”

However, the bus / air / car world’s loss was
to be the wagon world’s gain simply because
Gyles spotted an interesting old Atkinson
Searcher – looking lovely in the sun – close
to that �rst bus event. “I wandered over,” he
says, “and started chatting to the owner (Alan
Moorey) and immediately picked up a big
di�erence in attitude. He sat me down and
even gave me a co� ee and some Battenberg 
cake. And while talking he showed me copies 
of Heritage Commercials and C&VC and that 
got me going.”

Long story short was that Gyles contacted 
his friend Alan Barnes – a contributor to 
these magazines – who arranged a photo 
shoot of the Atkinson. And once these 
pictures were published in the magazines, 
there was more co� ee and cake: “Alan 
Moorey never forgot us and was always 
hospitable whenever we saw him at events in 
the South East.”
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▲ On the stretch from Campbeltown to Oban, 
Gyles found this stunning backdrop to capture 
Graham Bailey on his slow climb north.

▲ In ’07, Jim Doig organised a one off  Borders Run from Dumfries to Berwick and back. I drove this 
ex Joe Dean Albion Clydesdale which was then part of the Tyson Burridge collection. Note how Gyles 
found an interesting back drop and also gained elevation to capture me – and my elder sister Sylvia – 
passing by.

▲ Iain Wilkinson is pictured with his dad Jim heading for Oban. The strident bark of this particular 
ERF’s Cummins engine will also be a strong memory for Gyles.

▲ Gyles loved being able to get in some of the locals on this stretch of the Border Run route although
often the hardest part was fi nding somewhere to leave his car – without being in the way.

 Motor sport was 
subsequently to be Gyles 
first photographic 
passion

GYLES CARPENTER
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Climbing Shap En Route                
To Scotland
We are lucky in the UK to have such a 
strong preservation scene and it was such 
a world that Gyles ‘discovered’ at the turn 
of the Millennium. Of course, anyone can 
go to a show and perhaps photograph the 
vehicles on display but Gyles wasn’t really too 
interested in just doing that. His track record 
in shooting cars and planes in action meant 
road runs were the event for him and it was 
the chance sight of a sticker – on the back 
of Monty Guildford’s stunning Volvo F88 – 

which prompted Gyles to set his sights on 
Scotland. “Monty had just come back from a 
road run up there and the passionate way he 
spoke made me want to go and see for myself. 
I contacted the run’s organiser – Jim Doig 
– who sent me a load of information of the
following year’s run although I had to wait 
two years before I got there.”

Gyles may not have known at the time but 
his photographic expertise was to give a huge 
amount of pleasure to the owners / drivers 
of the vehicle he later captured on camera. 
He of course – thanks to Jim Bennett – had 

access to some good camera gear and �lms /
processing at cost price but other things like 
transport expenses and sheer time had to 
be budgeted for. But �rst cost back then was 
repairing the engine in his much travelled 
little Peugeot: “It was a diesel so it was very 
economical but one day I thought wrongly 
it could also ford a river. However, I learnt 
then that just like a petrol engine car it could 
have a problem and getting the cash to �x the 
engine took a while.”

Getting back on the road coincided with 
Gyles discovering details of Graham Edge’s 
Anglo-Scottish Road Run of ‘01. In the 
re-creation of Commercial Motor’s road test 
run, vehicles ran from Crick near Rugby to 
an overnight stop at Carlisle on the Saturday. 
�e Sunday saw them travel up into Scotland 
before looping back round to follow the A68 
down into England and then the �nish in the 
Midlands. “I liked the sound of this,” recalls 
Gyles and the subsequent trip ‘Up North’ was 
one he’ll never forget. “I remember Graham 
Edge had something like 12 ton of concrete 
ballast on the back of the trailer being pulled 
by his period AEC Mandator. And hearing 
that motor climb up and over Shap Fell 
– under load – is an experience I’ll never
forget.”

Gyles may not have realised it but sounds 
and sights like this – and waves from the 
crews who passed him by – were to have a 
huge long term e�ect on his thoughts of the 
commercial vehicle scene. In essence, he just 
loved it – and the runners and riders involved 
were to prove time and again, that they loved 
him back.

Favourites
Once involved, Gyles began to spread his 
wings to see more and more of the action 
and we ask him about his favourites – events, 
vehicles and even photographs. We expect a 
long pause while he ponders for an answer 
but he immediately responds saying his 
favourite photograph of all time is also of his

▲ Capturing a combination of a Scammell Crusader and flying spray make Gyles’ day – even though 
he was getting a good soaking himself. Kevin Millar is seen on the A816 heading for Oban.

▲ Event and run organiser Jim Doig seen at the 
helm of his striking Carnation Bedford TL.

▲ We love how Gyles not only records the passing of this ERF – under power – but again uses the view
to take the eye back to those following on this stunning stretch of road between Ullapool and Thurso.

 It was a diesel so it was 
very economical but one 
day I thought wrongly it 
could also ford a river

 Transport Photography



but Gyles requested an extra to the roast beef 
and Yorkshire pudding: “I’ll never forget,” 
says Margaret with a big smile, “Gyles telling 
me that he didn’t really like vegetables – 
although he ensured he got his � ve-a-day by 
then adding Heinz Tomato Ketchup onto the 
spread. He just loved it with everything.”

Asking Gyles to pick out his favourite 
event naturally gets a lot of contenders. “I 
remember taking mum down to the Dorset 
Steam Fair,” he says. “We must have done that 
four or � ve times. But I loved the Ayrshire 
Run and I even had a favourite B&B at 
the overnight stop at Portpatrick which I 
booked in at every year. I really loved going 
up to Northern Scotland and meeting folk 
like Stuart Walker and Ali Shaw who ran 
road runs up there. And Ali always told 
me I must be reckoned as an adopted Scot 
because of the e� ort I put in to travel so far to 
photograph their vehicles.”

Mention of folk in Scotland soon brings 
thoughts on two of Gyles’ favourite people: 

“If I could give out a lifetime achievement 
award then it would be to Jim Doig and his 
partner Maggie Ross. � anks must go to 
those two for all the memories and moments 
they have given to me – and for many other 
people country wide.”

Quality Counts
While it’s o� en a thankless task being 
an event organiser, their reward – if 
Gyles attended the bash – was o� en a 
complimentary CD copy of some of the 
images he took. And if you were a recipient to 
such a priceless gi� , you were certainly privy 
to some of the best quality images you could 
imagine – honestly.

Gyles might try and make light of what he 
produces but as you can see by the selection 
used in this feature alone, he has a great eye 

▲ A stunning image of Frank McDougall’s very special Albion but spare a thought for the e ort
which Gyles must have put into to climb up to just the right elevation. You deserve a hot dog – 
and ketchup – as a reward.

favourite vehicle – ‘Sony.’
However, at the time of taking the shot, 

he thought that no one would want to see it 
(especially in print) but of course the image 
in question was to attain ‘Super Shot’ status. 
“I’d got to know Roger Mortimore very well,” 
says Gyles, “and I just loved his Scammell 
Crusader that he used for heavy haulage. 
With the registration of SON 26Y, it was 
always referred to as ‘Sony’ and when I heard 
that Roger was doing a lot of work inside 
Chatham dockyard, I thought I’d see if there 
was any action worth photographing.”

� e image in question that Gyles captured 
was actually taken inside one of the sheds 
and with the Scammell’s engine just starting 
up from cold, the twin upright exhaust 
stacks of its Detroit two-stroke engine are 
throwing out a lot of smoke: “When I saw 
what I’d taken,” says Gyles, “I thought the 
environmentalists would be up in arms but 
Dave Craggs – the editor of Heritage back in 
’07 – didn’t agree and he had it straight onto 
the front cover of the mag. I was well chu� ed 
because the way he had it printed even 
emphasised the plumes of smoke.”

� e reward for taking this one shot was lots 
of co� ee and cake from Roger’s wife Margaret 
and even an invite to Sunday dinner at the 
Mortimore house. Yours truly can con� rm 
she does a super spread for such a meal 

▼  You can’t ask for a fi ner view of the lay-by at 
the top of Shap next to the memorial when it’s 
fi lling up with classic motors like this.

▲ Gyles looks at a shot like this and imagines it 
in black and white and if the vision then looks 
period, then it passes his test of approval. This 
one certainly does that in spades.

GYLES CARPENTER
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for a shot. Yes, while modern day cameras –
especially in decent light – can produce a good
enough image for yours truly, Gyles takes his 
work to a far higher plane. � is is not just in 
the brilliant technique he had but it’s also a 
re� ection of how much e� ort (and homework)
he’ll put into the planning of where he actually 
stands to take his shot.

In his early years, Gyles recalls how he would
drive the route of a road run and so select 
the best spots to take the passing vehicles. He 
reckons he was lucky to meet up with fellow 
snappers David Reed and Bob Grossert who 
would help with suggestions of good ‘spots’ on 
various runs: “In later years,” he says, “David 
and I would study maps on Google Earth to try
and work out the best views.”

Gyles is a big fan of digital photography and 
recalls making the change (from � lm) about 
’06. And while we talked at length about camera
gear, Gyles was more interested in getting across
his thoughts on backdrop:  “It’s critical what 
gets into the shot and what doesn’t,” he says. 
“I always look at a shot of a period vehicle and 

▲ If he had the time – and if he found the right place – Gyles often asked the occasional runner and 
rider if they’d detour to pose somewhere with a diff erent backdrop to fi ll the frame. Ian Shand and his 
distinctive Albion and Jim Doig’s Carnation Leyland Beaver are happy to oblige.

imagine how it would look in black and white. 
And if nothing looks out of place, then that’s 
a good enough test for me.” Conversely – for 
Gyles – if things are out of place then the image 
gets deleted as it doesn’t pass muster.

I think it’s standards like this which have 
endeared so many folk to Gyles and what he 
produces. As the years passed, the man from 
Kent got further and further away from home 
to capture the elusive shot in far o�  places. As 
long as he could � nd the time, he’d get there. 
And if he didn’t have the cash to pay for both 
bed and fuel, he would of course spend the 
night in his car. For this Gyles, we salute and 
thank you.

It is however still a jolt realising that ‘the big 
guy in shorts’ will no longer be on the radar of 
road runners across the land. And seeing that 
little old Peugeot (which covered more than 
200,000 miles) squeezed into obscure places 
– so as not to impede folk’s progress – will no
longer be part and parcel of an event. However, 
while the man himself has been grounded 
that’s not to say his superb imagery won’t live 

on and on – and on – to be enjoyed by many 
others who have yet to discover the mastery of 
Gyles Carpenter’s talents.

For the last word in this particular 
reminiscing, we asked Jim Doig for some 
personal thoughts on Big Gyles and his ‘Wee’ 
red Peugeot: “I was always amazed as to the 
commitment he’d make and the journeys 
he took just to get the photograph. I tend to 
picture him in shorts – summer and winter 
– and even stood out in the rain in hat and
coat – and perhaps a brolly to keep the camera 
dry. He would do any mortal thing for you as 
he put his heart and soul into the business of 
photography. He always seemed to be smiling 
and he had a certain charm that everyone 
classed him as a friend. He’ll certainly be a big 
miss.”

Contact Point
Should you wish to get in touch with Gyles he’s 
currently at Mill� eld House, 16 Mill� eld Road, 
Folkestone CT20 1EU. � e phone number 
we use to contact him there is 01303-226446. 

▲ Great capture of fl eeting sunlight for Gyles in 
this picture of West Coast regular Roger Flavel 
from Barlestone seen on the A832 at Loch Maree 
heading for Ullapool, Jim Doig reckons this 1,500 
mile Gordon Stansbie Memorial Run of 2011 – 
which started at Melton Mowbury and then went 
right round the top of Scotland before heading 
back south – must have been the longest road 
run in the UK.

▲ Gyles says he preferred shooting on days when the light was flat and
there was no strong sunshine. But we reckon this in your face shot of Jim 
McLatchie of Dumfries at New Abbey – on the 2011 Solway Coast Run – is 
certainly striking. And I’m sure Gyles would be happy with his backdrop.

▲ As a variation of going up Scotland’s West Coast, Jim Doig organised 
quite a few runs down into the Yorkshire area and in ’09, Jim Reed is seen 
with his head turning AEC Mammoth Major not far from the North Sea. 
Gyles always loved to get the thumbs up. Solway Coast Run – is certainly 
striking. And I’m sure Gyles would be happy with his backdrop.
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▲ Another very distinctive Leyland is the Landtrain of Issac McAteer from Coalisland which is also
seen a long way from home. Gyles loved to mix with the Irish contingent who regularly came over to
partake in the Scottish road runs. Of course they brought lots of coffee and cake with them.

▲ Just like Gyles, Bernard Cowcill from 
Farnworth is a long way from home with his very 
rare – and distinctive – Leyland Landmaster 
being pictured on the A939 heading for the Lecht
Ski Centre in the heart of the Cairngorms. 

Mill� eld House is situated close to Folkestone 
town centre and being a one way residential 
street, does have parking restrictions and 
limitations.

As we said, Gyles would love to hear from 
anyone he’s come into contact with as the 
sound of their voice re-kindles many memories
for him. If your phone call coincides with you 
standing beside an operating Foden, Commer 
or even Detroit two-stroke engine then even 
better. Although of course Gyles’ ears are sharp
enough to detect a huge variety of sounds 
with another favourite being the sound of 
Heinz Tomato Ketchup being spread over � sh 
and chips or even a Haggis breakfast. Happy 
memories indeed for a long-time giant of a 
stalwart to the commercial vehicle world.  v

▼ Neil Bolan is seen on the A171 after Whitby 
heading for Scarborough on the Jim Beresford 
Memorial Run 2009. It’s a sort of coming back 
home for the outfi t as Neil bought this from Jim 
Beresford when he was previously selling off  
some of his vehicles.

GYLES CARPENTER
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▲ Gyles used a variety of spots to cover vehicles climbing over Shap Fell depending on which way the
sun was coming into shot. Terry Ainger (who was then also living in Kent) and his Scammell Crusader 
leads Ian Murdoch and his Atkinson.
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The magazine concluded that “If
the pace of development over the 
past �ve years is maintained it is 
reasonable to speculate that within 

the next 10 years we shall see the gas turbine 
competing on a far wider scale as a source 
of vehicle power, competing with diesels of 
any output as well as with petrol engines in 
cars. It will obviously need comparative road 
tests to show the full picture of consumption 
but there are de�nite signs that the gas 
turbine will give at least comparable fuel 
consumption with a diesel of the same 
output in the relatively near future.”

However, despite the signi�cant resources 
applied to the research and development 
project the Leyland Gas Turbine proved to 
be a commercial failure and today diesel and 
petrol engined vehicles reign supreme.

Some insight into the testing of the new
Gas Turbine lorries is provided by a report 
which Roger Mortimore kindly made 
available from his archives. �is report relates 
to the testing carried out on a vehicle made 
available to Shell-Mex and BP Ltd which was 
one of three which British Leyland released 
into operators’ service on a trial basis. �is 
was regarded as an extension to their research 
and development programme of the gas 
turbine vehicle.

�e introduction to the report gives a brief 
background of the concept: “�e original 
concept of a turbine powered vehicle started 
with the Rover Motor Company back in the 
1950s and has been progressed by British 
Leyland through many stages of development 
resulting in the three present vehicles �rst 
making their public appearance in the 

Commercial Motor Show in 1970.”
Rover had begun their gas turbine

experiments in the 1940s and several
prototype car engines had been built. �e
Rover BRM Gas Turbine Car also took part in
the Le Mans 24 Hour Race and put in a very
creditable performance. �e �rst of the gas
turbine engines developed for use in heavy
goods vehicles was �tted to an Ergo cabbed 
Leyland Super Comet and this marked the 
beginning of Leyland Gas Turbines Ltd 
development program to re�ne a gas turbine 
engine lorry. Later models used the Leyland 
Lynx chassis and the 6 x 4 artic unit classi�ed 
as GT1 was presented at the 1970 show.

�e report continued: “It is understood 
that British Leyland are planning that the 
vehicle will be a viable marketing project for 
the later half of the 1970s when it is envisaged 
that heavier weight vehicles will be accepted 
as the general maximum capacity vehicle 
for Europe, within which weight the turbine 
has advantages over the conventional diesel 
engine vehicles.”

�e advantages were summarised as 
follows:

Transport heritage

“Turbine set for take off” headlined Commercial 
Motor in June 1969 as it reported on the recent 
developments by Leyland Gas Turbines Ltd 
and the launch of their new tractor unit.

LEYLAND TURBINE

Leyland Gas Turbine 1970 Motor
Show. Photo: Stilltime Archive.
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1 �e engine and gearbox would give a 
much higher power to weight ratio.

2 � e exhaust gases produce lower limits of 
pollution.

3 � e wear rate and maintenance periods 
can be accurately forecast with resultant 
easing of the maintenance requirements.

4 Noise and vibration were very low giving 
good driver environment.

� e Commercial Motor gave details of the 
engine’s operation “In the gas turbine engine 
there is no hot blast from the exhaust, the 
heat being re-harnessed by a regenerator 
to perform useful work in pre-heating the 
compressed air. It has a simple layout with 
one turbine driving a compressor and one 
turbine supplying power to the road wheels. 
Special ceramic heat exchangers ensure 
lower fuel consumption and the automatic 
operation of variable power turbine nozzles 
provide fuel economy and engine braking.” 

One of the Leyland Gas Turbine tractor 
units Registration Number JGJ 700K was 
handed over to Shell Mex and BP on the 
4th January 1972 and it then underwent 
management assessment trials. During this 
testing period a certain amount of trouble 
was experienced and British Leyland 
engineers spent several weeks rectifying the 
problems before the vehicle entered normal 
operational service at Stanlow Terminal on 
2nd May 1972.

During the initial trials and the � rst 
months of operation British Leyland 
technicians were in constant attendance 
taking the opportunity to assess the 
performance of the vehicle in operating 
conditions and to report on any technical 
di�  culties and operational issues. 

It was clear from the report that certain 
restrictions had been agreed: “� ere is an 
operating restriction of 25 engine hours per 
week with an engine change required every 
250 hours on this � rst engine, Leyland’s 
present back up facilities cannot support a 
higher usage but it is hoped that as experience 
is gained these restrictions will be li� ed 
and eventually the engine will operate for 
many thousands of hours between major 
attentions.”

� e vehicle was also subject to the standard 
Shell Mex & BP maintenance which was 
carried out at the Stanlow Terminal’s own 
inspection garage with all special materials ▲ Rover Gas Turbine. Photo: courtesy Chris Hodge.

LEYLAND GAS TURBINEWords: Alan Barnes
Photos: As stated

▲ Leyland Publicity picture.

◄ ▲ GT1           
at Earls Court 
Photo: Stilltime 
Archive.
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and attention being supplied by British
Leyland. A number of the maintenance
and driving sta� at Stanlow were given
special training to cover the operating and
maintenance requirements of the vehicle.

�e report noted the technical speci�cation
of the new vehicle: “�e vehicle forms an
articulation combination with the tractor
having a single power assisted front steering
axle with the drive being transmitted through
a fully automatic �ve-speed gearbox to
a double drive bogie axle. �e tank is an
aluminium two-compartment fuel oil, carried
on a Scammell air suspension bogie at the
rear. It is designed for 38ton gross vehicle
weight.

“�e engine is a Leyland single combustion
chamber two sha� turbine with rotating

the suspension was concerned separated 
taper leaf semi-elliptical springs were used 
on both the front and rear axles and central 
pivot springs were used on each bogie side. 
Rubber shear blocks were used on the rear of 
the front springs while the central rear spring 
pivot point was rubber mounted creating a 
lubricant free suspension system. 

�e vehicle was �tted with a standard 
S.M.M.T three air line braking system with 
load sensing valves controlling the drive 

▲ Leyland Gas Turbine. Photo: Stilltime Archive.

▲ Leyland Gas Turbine control detail.
Photo: Stilltime Archive.

▼ ► Chassis and rear bogie detail.

glass ceramic heat exchangers. Engine power 
is limited to approximately 300hp with the 
main drive turbine revolving at 30,000rpm. 
�e engine has been designed to run on 
Derv.�e drive from the engine passes 
through a 10:1 reduction box then into the 
�ve-speed epicyclic gearbox made by Self 
Changing Gears Ltd. It is fully automatic 
being controlled electrically but changes 
within the box carried out by hydraulics. �e 
gear changes are activated by road speed only 
with a built in overlap between upward and 
downward changes. �e driver’s only control 
being a lever to select reverse, neutral, high or 
low speed driving positions.”

�e rear axles were standard Leyland 
spiral bevels with secondary 
reduction in the hub. As far as 

▲ Engine detail.
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and trailer axles brake pressure. �e front
axle was also � tted with a driver operated 
pressure reducing valve for unladen slippery 
conditions. � e parking brake � tted operated 
only on the driving axles.   

A Haller ball bearing turntable was � tted 
with the horizontal articulating pivot above 
the turntable plain. A power take-o�  drive 
sha�  passed through the centre of the 
coupling with the use of two bevel gearboxes. 
� e tank trailer was a welded construction 
made by Gloster Saro Ltd from aluminium 
alloy with an underframe extrusion. � e tank 
was a double taper with two compartments 
of 3,300-gallon capacity and the lower half 
of the barrel was lagged with 1in thick rigid 
polyurethane foam protected by black GRP 
sheeting. A Stothert and Pitt type 3 1/2L was 
also � tted and housed within a heat insulated
cabinet and which had a performance of 
250gpm at 800 rpm. � e tank bogie was on 
full air suspension with each axle being plated 
to eight tons.

For the comparison tests the Leyland 
turbine was compared with the performance 
of one of the Shell Mex and BP � eet of 
Scammell Trunkers, in this case a Mark 
lll model Registration Number JGJ 579K 
powered by a Rolls Royce 220 engine. � e 
loaded tests were carried out over varying 
road types and conditions and routes 
included stretches of the M4 and M5 from 
London to Gloucester and local routes 
through London.

� e report included the following General 
Operating Comments: “� e Turbine 
maximum speed is governed to 68mph and 

 The loaded tests were 
carried out over varying 
road types and conditions 
and routes  

LEYLAND GAS TURBINE

▲ Leyland Gas Turbine publicity picture.

▲  JGK 700K on test with Shell Mex BP Ltd. Photo: Roger Mortimore.
►  Leyland Gas Turbine on test.
Photo: Roger Mortimore.
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on a Motorway will easily hold 55-60mph
for most of the journey. � e vehicle’s road 
performance gives approximately 20% 
improvement on a time factor which would 
give a saving of one hour in every � ve 
compared with the standard type of vehicle.

“Driving the vehicle to its best performance 
requires a great deal of anticipation of the 
power requirements to overcome the slow 
response of the engine. � is is noticeable 
under all tra�  c and road conditions and 
requires a slightly di� ering driving technique 
but apart from this the vehicle is easier to 
drive than a conventional vehicle due to 
its automatic gearbox and is therefore less 
fatiguing.

“A characteristic of the turbine is the lack 
of engine vibration with a quite high pitched 
exhaust ‘whistle’. When the engine is under 
full load the exhaust noise emits a constant 
tone, which is the same at 10mph as it is at 
50mph and is not unpleasant.

“�e vehicle does not attract the public
attention when passing through built up 
areas any more than any other types of 
large vehicle. However, when starting from 
a standstill, with the build up of the engine 
speed, does attract a certain amount of 
attention.

“� e cab heater output � uctuates with the 
power being developed by the engine. � e 
ride comfort is about normal for the size of 
tractor although it could be slightly worse 
than some of its competitors.

“It has proved to be very unreliable but 
this should be assessed on the basis that it is 
still very much a research and development 
project.”

� e details of the various faults and 
problems which were encountered were 
recorded in Appendix 7 of the report which 

makes slightly depressing reading but as the 
report noted perhaps the di�  culties were 
only to be expected during the testing of a 
new vehicle.

With trials beginning in January the � rst 
problem was recorded on 4th January when 
a� er 100 miles the engine temperatures 
were not correct and the vehicle was taken 
to Leyland Gas Turbine Ltd at Solihull to be 
checked over by the Leyland engineers. � e 
next day the lorry had to be towed back to 
Solihull having developed issues with the 
electrical engine control unit and this was 
duly replaced. 

Later in January more serious problems 
occurred with the gearbox which appeared 
to engage two gears simultaneously as the 
vehicle was being tested on the Puttenham 
Hill Climb. Fourth gear would also not 

 Transport heritage

▲ Leyland Gas Turbine turntable. Photo: Roger Mortimore.▲ Leyland Gas Turbine Publicity picture.

▲ PTO Shaft detail. Photo: Roger Mortimore. ▲ GT1 later reclassifi ed as GT11 before restoration. Photo: Roger Mortimore.

 the first problem was 
recorded on 4th January 
when after 100 miles the 
engine temperatures
were not correct  
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▲ Restored Leyland Gas Turbine. Photo: Alan Barnes.

engage and adjustments had to be carried out
but a few days later it was found that 5th gear
would not engage while on a test drive on the
M5 motorway. Adjustments and checks were
carried out but on 21st January the decision
was taken to replace the gearbox with a new
unit. �e problems with the replacement
gearbox arose once again during the February
tests and between February 26th and 18th
April the gearbox was modi�ed and generally
overhauled and then tested until 20 hours
trouble free running had been achieved
before the vehicle was returned to Shell Mex-
BP Ltd. During this period, modi�cations
were also made to the engine

Testing began again in April and there
was no recurrence of the gearbox problems
and on 25th April the tractor and trailer
were photographed prior to the �nal
demonstrations. On 1st May the vehicle was
prepared in readiness for delivery to the
Stanlow Terminal and having completed
a trouble free journey the lorry and trailer
arrived at the Terminal on 2nd May. �e
following day the turbine delivered its �rst
load of oil and the following activity was
noted in the report:

May 7-12 - Engine run 19 hours covering
deliveries. Mileage 573km

May 15-19 - Engine Run 12 hours covering
deliveries. Mileage 295km

May 22-26 - Engine run 21 hours covering
deliveries. Mileage 731km

May 30-1 June - Engine run 8 hours
covering deliveries. Mileage 222km

Unfortunately, on 1st June a�er 250 hours
of running, the engine failed having covered a
distance of 6767km and the following day the
unit was towed to Chorley for engine repairs.
�at ended the initial phase of testing covered
by the report with the turbine remaining in
the repair shop until the beginning of August.

For Leyland Gas Turbines Ltd the project
ended as a commercial failure and the
Leyland Gas Turbine did not enter full
production. �e original experimental lorry
remains in store and the GT1, shown at
Earls Court has been restored and is part of
the Knowles Transport Heritage Fleet. �e
remaining gas turbine lorries are believed to
have been cut up shortly a�er the project was
terminated.

�e use of information and photographs
from Roger Mortimore, Commercial Motor
and the Stilltime Collection is gratefully
acknowledged.v

▲ Dash detail. Photo: Alan Barnes.

▲ Engine detail.

▲ Rear detail. Photo: Alan Barnes.





Superb image of Colin Whytock from Longtown
seen on the A82 just a�er Glen Coe. �is one
shot epitomises Gyles’ talent as a photographer.

Getting in the right position – no matter what the
light is like or even the weather – to ensure the press
of the camera button records the moment at its �nest.
Words: Bob Tuck, Photo: Gyles Carpenter
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LEYLAND
HIPPO
The Leyland Hippo’s �nal use

was serving the RAF as an
aircra� refueller on military
air�elds all over the world. �e

Leyland pressure refueller was �tted with
a 2,500-gallon tank, built by �ompson
Brothers of Bilston in Sta�ordshire.

It could fuel and de-fuel both pressurised
and non-pressurised aircra� fuel systems.
An on-board pump, with an output of 5-600
gallons per minute, was coupled to the
auxiliary gearbox power take-o�. It was a
very clean design with everything hidden
in lockers. It was �tted with the, then, new
Leyland O.600 six-cylinder diesel, displacing
9.8 litres, which gave this very big vehicle
133bhp to move around with, although it

Mike and Julie Blenkinsop conclude their journey through 
the life of the Leyland Hippo Mark 2 into its � nal form and 
one that the toy manufacturer Dinky couldn’t ignore.

didn’t make very long journeys around the 
air� eld. Although weighing in at over 13 
tons unladen, the weight increased to 22.5 
tons when fully loaded. It was designated FV 
11202.

� ere were a few variations of this useful 
truck as a later model was a di� erent design 
with fuel lines attached to the roof of the 
tank body, known as an open line pressure 
refueller; the body on these tanks look like 
cylinder tankers, where the previous design 
has bodywork and styling covering the shape 
and appears boxier. � e latter design was 
built by Zwicky, a Slough company and one 
of the few � rms to have a name starting with 
Z. All the refuellers can handle the di� erent 
aviation fuels, AVTUR, AVTAG, or AVGAS. 

AVTUR is a Kerosene-based aviation fuel,
while AVTAG and AVGAS are Gasoline-
based, but AVTAG is designed for turbine 
engines/jets, while AVGAS is the same base 
but modi� ed for piston engines: there are 
other kinds of fuel developed since those 
days.

Most refuellers were sold o�  at the 
Government auctions. If they were serving 
abroad, some were returned and others were 
sold in local military sales on Malta, Cyprus 
or in Germany. � ey were snapped-up by 
plant operators as fuel bowsers for major 
construction projects where motor scrapers 
and bulldozers would use heavy amounts 
of fuel, as an on-site 12,500 litre bowser 
reduced refuelling downtime considerably. 
London Brick (Land� ll) Ltd. used a few in 
their Easidispose division, painted in an 
undercoat, � at red to provide bunkering 
fuel for contractor plant. A. F. Budge, an 
international construction contractor, based 

PART
THREE

▼ Contractor A. F. Budge painted its Hippo 
refuellers in a matt sand colour. They would 
be used on large road contracts where 
bulldozers and scrapers
needed on-site
refuelling.
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Words: Mike Blenkinsop.
Photos: Millhouse Archive except where stated.
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▲ This A. F. Budge 
Hippo refueller 
has retained its 
original radiator 
bush guard; seen 
in the contractor’s 
premises at an open 
day in 1985.

in Retford, was another company with a 
small � eet of 19H refuellers, all painted in 
� at, desert sand paint.

Des Perry spotted three, in 2005, laid-up 
at RAF Ta kali (RAF corruption from its 
country name of Ta’Qali) in Malta. � e yard 
was the holding area for a projected potential 
museum which, we believe, has now become 
the Malta Air Museum. 

We spoke to George Said, the chairman 
of the Malta Historic Vehicle Trust, who 
con� rmed one of the three has survived and 
was undergoing restoration by the Shell oil 
company on the island. � ere are some still 
being used on Malta and Cyprus, where 
there would have been substantial RAF bases 
in the � � ies and sixties, but most are slowly 
rusting away in scrapyards, although the 
temperate Mediterranean climate will make 
that a longer process than if they su� ered the 
same fate in the UK. 

A Maltese contractor, by the name of 
George Pace, is also known to have made 
extensive use of them. We have to give 
Peter Skerry a mention here, particularly 
for his work in gathering a lot of Malta’s 
vehicles together to form a diverse auto-
museum, with some great vehicles saved for 
preservation (while they were still available) 
and another worthy of mention is Andy 
Ballisat, who has spent his holidays recording 
all these vehicles, both still working on the 
island or resting in scrapyards.  

� e progress of the RAF refuellers can be 
charted through the Ministry of Defence 
sales; 43 AD 13 was a typical example sold at 
the 148th Ruddington sale in August 1977, 
for £1,150, while sibling, 43 AD 06 brought 
£960 into the Government co� ers.

� e � rst refueller without booms led to 
a superb die-cast model from Dinky Toys. 
Today, it would be considered low in play-
value, as there are no moving parts and 
nothing opens or works, but what a � ne 
model it was. 

► The engine description of the 19H Hippo,
the Leyland 0.600 9.8 litre diesel.

◄  The ex-Cardington 
Hippo, LPC 297 P, 
which served at 
the airship base as 
a barrage-balloon 
winch, is now a 
regular on the show 
circuit seen here at 
the Rushden carnival. 
Photo: Bulldozer D11 Wiki 
CC BY SA 3 0

► A Hippo 19H/1 and 19H/7 handbook, from 
June 1951, covering four contracts.
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�is popular Dinky Supertoy was
announced in May 1957. It was the 19H/1E
Hippo refueller FV 11202, described in some
period collector’s literature as a Mark 4; it
was well-liked, but Dinky stopped producing
it in 1962. We would suggest it may, in fact,
have been a Mark 3 as it appears that the
di�erence between the 3 and 4 was one of
weight. Initially, the Mark 3 was designed to
be air portable in the Blackburn Beverley and
the Armstrong-Whitworth AW660 Argosy
transport aircra�, but intolerant levels in the
latter’s aircra� �oor, prevented the vehicle
being carried fully-equipped, so all the heavy
pumping gear was dismantled to travel
outside the vehicle. Seemingly, redesigning
some of the equipment alleviated the
situation and those improvements were built
into the Mark 4, which could then be carried
complete. We understand that only 25 of
the Mark 3 version were built, one being 43
AD 77. Numbered as Dinky Supertoy 642,
it proved intriguing to the Dinky collectors
in later years as it appeared with the RAF
roundel, which was attached to the driver’s
side of the front valance, incorrectly showing

the RAF colours, as they had been reversed. 
�is was, in e�ect, a French air force roundel, 
with the outer ring in red and the inner 
dot in blue. It appears that there are more 
“French” air force Hippos than British ones 
in circulation!” Matchbox followed the 
Dinky lead with their version, a less realistic 
model, in its 1-75 classic range at N° 73a; 
however, Matchbox got the RAF roundel 
correct!

In the real world, there was a �nal version 
of the refueller and what an impressive 
vehicle to �nish with. �is classic 19H 
Hippo, WXE 281, is the last of the AVGAS/
AVTUR/AVTAG refuellers, probably still 
powered by the Leyland O.600. It is �tted 
with the unconventional tyre combination 
of 14-00 x 20 on the front and 15-00 x 20 
on the rear, supporting its tanker structure, 
built by �ompson Brothers of Bilston in 
Sta�ordshire; the pumping equipment, run 
from the gearbox PTO and still li�s �ve to 
600 gallons per minute from its pressurised 
2,500-gallon refuelling tank. Forced-air, 
under-wing fuelling, using bayonet-lock, 
coupled fuel-lines, makes the job a lot safer 

than in wartime, when fuel was poured into
open tanks, usually from above the aircra� ; 
the later system keeps the ori� ce clear of dirt 
and stops personnel from having to climb, 
reducing the risk of accidents from falling o�  
the aircra�  in bad weather. 

WXE 281 is an astonishing restoration of 
this useful application of the Leyland Hippo 
and is a � tting aesthetic tribute to the truck 
in its last form. We understand that it was 
one of two which were ordered in 1961 and 
worked at the Boscombe Down experimental 
aircra�  base. It was up for sale in 2013 for a 
very realistic price. 

Fortunately, a few early Hippos have also 
been saved by being converted back into 
pseudo-commercial trucks used by the 
haulage industry. JAS 737 is a Davis Brothers’ 
Hippo which was ex-army and is now a 
regular rally-goer, seen in our pictures, at 
the British Commercial Classic and Vintage 
Show at � e British Motor Museum, Gaydon 
in 2016. In the brown, Davis Brothers’ 
livery, this 1945 lorry carries a British Road 
Services’ headboard and � eet number 602, 
but its passenger windscreen still retains 

▲ Hippo 19H RAF cargo truck used to carry wireless mast-poles and 
storage from the operator handbook.

▲ The Easidispose Group used the Hippo 19H as a fuel bunkering refueller on               
construction sites. 

▲ The operator handbook on the Hippo 19H radio cargo truck
showing the mast racking.

▲ The driver’s handbook for the Leyland 
Hippo is only called heavy duty vehicles and            
is not type specifi ed.
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▲ A pair of RAF 19H flatbed Hippos, led by 82 AV 44, make their way through Edinburgh city
centre loaded up with air cylinders for barrage balloons, in 1964.

some Ministry identi�cation stencilling.
� is lorry does, however, present a bit of an 
identity crisis for the researcher as it appears 
to have carried di� erent registrations over 
the years; a similar Hippo, registered as 
YSJ 897, has been seen at rallies in 2009. 
We would accept that this was perhaps 
a di� erent lorry in the same livery, but 
they both appear to display the same � eet 
number. One, however, is seen without a BRS 
headboard and usually appears with a very 
tidy, fully sheeted load. Just to confuse things 
further, there is another Davis Brothers’ 
Hippo which seems to display TLH 846 
and which was, we understand, restored 
from scrapyard condition; are there two or 
even three of these lorries in very similar 
livery? � e story behind TLH 846 is that the 
lorry was due to be cut-up but was rescued 
at the last minute by Peter Riley and Peter 
Davies and that this Hippo was one of many 
that the Davis Brothers ran in that period. 
Fascinating. Is there, anybody out there who 
can clear up this mystery? 

A box-bodied 2A, LSU 690, powered by 
the E181 engine also turned up for sale, in a 
classi� ed ad, in the autumn of 1999. Painted 
blue and red and based in Clitheroe, the 
aluminium box was roughly written with a 
transport � rm’s name which, sadly, wasn’t 
legible in the photograph. £2,200 was the 
asking price.

Just as you think there aren’t any more 
working, commercial ex-military Hippos, 
up pops another one, this time across the 
water, in Ireland. A 1945, Mark 2A appears 
to have an indicated 2,832 miles on the clock 
and has a ship-shape, 22-foot, � atbed body. 
It appeared for sale on Patterson Truck Sales 
site in Dungannon, Northern Ireland. 

� e Hippo name was continued by 
Leyland with a new cab which became the 
iconic Leyland Beaver/Hippo/Octopus look 
of the � � ies and sixties. It is interesting that 
Leyland carried the 19H pre� x description 

LEYLAND HIPPO

▲ RGX 413, the civilian plate used while 
the vehicle was being evaluated, adorns 
this Hippo 19H tipper appearing in a sales 
catalogue for the Ministry of Defence; it has 
been given the nomenclature FV11204. 

◄ Vectis Auctions 
of Stockton on Tees 
recently sold this 
carefully nurtured 
example of the Dinky 
Supertoys Hippo 19H 
Pressure Refueller, 
including its original box. 
Photo: Vectis Auctions

▲ One of the Davis 
Brothers’ branded 
Hippos, JAS 737, leaves 
the British Motor 
Museum at Gaydon, 
having been on display 
at the Classic and 
Vintage Commercial 
show in 2016.

▲ The clean, quality artwork on the 
Dinky Supertoy Hippo Pressure Refueller,    
N° 642, box.
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into this era. �eir new Hippo/Octopus is
still being described as a 19H, so we can 
only assume that the “19” related to the total 
weight of the vehicle, including a payload 
which is consistent with the brochure we 
have illustrated. � e 19H/1 is described as a 
medium wheelbase chassis, the 19H/3 as a 
short wheelbase tipper and 19H/7 as a long 
wheelbase chassis. 

Subsequent use of the Hippo name on 
a new lorry, was 20 years later, when the 
Ergonomic cab displayed the Hippo badge 
once more. Finally, the name altered, for 
its swan song, with “Super” preceding it, 
becoming synonymous with heavy-duty, 
bonneted, four and six wheelers exported 
mainly to Africa, South America and 
Australia, although two of the Super Hippos,
destined for export, stayed in the country 
when a Brazilian order was cancelled. � ese 
“South American” trucks were bought by 
Consett, County Durham-based, haulier 
Siddle C. Cook and registered 9900 UP 
and 7600 UP. � e company’s drivers liked 
them even though they were le� -hookers 
and gear-changing had to be done with 
the other hand! 7600 UP retired from 
Siddle’s � eet, moving to Scotland and on to 
a long career as a recovery tractor for Tom 
Carruthers, a well-known garage owner in

Carrutherstown. A�er 40 years recovering
broken lorries in Dumfriesshire, Tom retired, 
literally hanging up his shackles and his 001 
SM trade plates in 1988. � e Super Hippo, 
� tted with ex-Diamond T 969 Holmes 
equipment, along with its metal badge 
proclaiming “El Camion Ingles Leyland” 
was saved by Bob Derrick of Audenshaw, 
Manchester.

All in all, the Hippo proved to be a quiet 
success for Leyland. Fortunately, the Hippo’s 
longevity in working for the British Army 
and the RAF transported them into a period 
when restorers could save them from the 
scrap-man’s torch and show them o�  to a 
new generation of lorry enthusiasts.v

 Transport heritage

▲One of the few model kits of the Leyland Hippo. In its refueller form, this 1/72 scale, Airframe
Models, plastic construction kit off ers decals to cover both its role in the RAF and the Royal Navy
as one of its aircraft support sets.

▲ A Chertsey FVRDE 1956 catalogue shows 
the FV11213 Hippo Open line pressure 
refueller. MoD Press picture

▲ A 1980s brochure, showing the Hippo 
name, continuing with the new tilting cab. 

▲ A Super Hippo Export Brochure.

▼ Beautiful restoration of the fi nal version of 
the RAF Hippo Pressure Refueller, WXE 281, has 
snow plough attachments from its last posting at 
Boscombe Down. Photo: Chris Brook
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▲ A close-up of a Mark 2A, double-tyre, back 
bogie at Patterson Truck Sales in Northern 
Ireland. Photo: Fred Patterson, Patterson Truck Sales 
Dungannon

▲ One of the last Hippo Open-line Refuellers 
left on the island of Malta, preserved by the 
Malta Historic Vehicle Trust and understood 
to be undergoing restoration.  Picture: Johann
Tonna

◄ It is rare for a 1945 Hippo to appear in a 
truck dealer’s inventory, but in June 2019, 
Patterson Truck Sales of Dungannon in 
Northern Ireland came up with this Stanwix-
liveried, ex-military Mark 2A with less                     
than 3,000 miles on its clock.
Photo: Fred Patterson, Patterson Truck Sales 
Dungannon 

▲ A fi ne example of the Hippo Refueller, 
Matchbox N° 73a.

▲ The Dinky Hippo Refueller displaying an
incorrect RAF roundel.

▼ Awaiting a buyer, a Leyland Hippo Mark 2A rigid fl atbed is stored next to a 1986 Volvo F7 
intercooler six-wheel Snorkel fi re appliance at Patterson Truck Sales in Dungannon, Northern 
Ireland. Picture: Fred Patterson, Patterson Truck Sales Dungannon
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One of the chief reasons for the
expansive use of tower wagons was 
in the maintenance of overhead 
cables involved on trolleybus and 

previously, tram, networks. In the very early 
days, tramways used horse-drawn, tower-
equipped carts to � x line problems and 
subsequently lorries with hand-crank towers.

Transport heritage

Mike and Julie Blenkinsop �nd two Bradford council
colleagues who, having worked together for many
years, now work together again with their tower
wagons to build a trolleybus overhead electric
system at the Sandtoft Trolleybus Museum.

BRADFORD
TOWER WAGONS

An action shot of O 32 being used to
access the trolley wires at Sandtoft.
It is currently based there on a semi-
permanent basis. Photo: Andy Feather.

Bus undertakings, which used trolleybuses, 
at Corporations such as Reading, South Shields, 
Bournemouth, Newcastle Upon Tyne and, of 
course, London, to name but a few, equally 
had their own ancillary vehicle � eet of tower 
wagons to maintain their system.

Bournemouth and She�  eld used old 
converted AEC Regent Mark 1 single-deckers, 

Dundee and Derby favoured redundant 
Daimler COG5s, Hastings and Western SMT 
preferred Leyland Tiger TS3s, while Blackpool 
was a bit of an exception as the Corporation ran 
trams and still does. 

As the corporations moved to lorry-based 
maintenance vehicles, the Karrier CK3 chassis 
became a popular choice, certainly with 
Bradford, Newcastle Upon Tyne and Hull. 
Bradford had four of these Karrier CK3s, 
bought in pairs in 1947 and 1949, replacing the 
earlier 1936 CK2s. � e Corporation became 
Bradford City Transport in March of 1952, a 
name it retained until the 31st of March 1974. 

Enter Andy Feather, with friend and work 
colleague Norman Hinchli� e, who managed 
to save two redundant Karrier CK3s from the 
dismantler’s yard. Norman volunteered for the 
job of towing each one the 70-plus miles to the 
Sandto�  Trolleybus Museum near Doncaster, 
with a Series 2a diesel Land Rover, so they 
could be used to erect the infrastructure (poles 
and wires) as the museum was being built. 

Although one of the Karriers did still run, it 
used fuel at an alarming rate, so EKY 594 and 
FKW 972 had to be towed around the site, but 
they still usefully gave aerial access to the wires. 
� is was the beginning of Noman and Andy’s 
small � eet of tower wagons. One of the original 
CK3s survives, awaiting preservation, at 
Sandto� ; the other collapsed or was dismantled 
and scrapped.

A Bedford OLBG was purchased by Bradford 
from Leeds Corporation to supplement the 
Karriers; Leeds favoured the Bedford brand 
having a small � eet of them. KUG 577 took 
� eet number O 37 on the 4th of February 
1954, putting in 18 years of service until it was 
made redundant by the closure of the overhead 
system in 1972. It too, lives on at the Bradford 
Industrial Museum.

▲ Testing AK 49, a Milnes-Daimler tower wagon. 
This was one of the best known of the early 
bus builders, Milnes previously being a builder 
of trams. The registration number of 1903 is 
from the very fi rst year of vehicle registration                 
numbers in Bradford.
Photo: Bradford Corporation Transport Archive.


