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Every 2020 Cabrinha kite features our all new Nano Ripstop Canopy
material. Simply put, this new material brings better performance,

increased stability and doubled tear strength to our entire kite range.

PLASMA TREATMENT:
Better Stability - Longer lasting

NANO RIPSTOP WEAVE:
Doubled tear strength - Increased durability

COATING:
Reduced Elongation - Better performance -
Quicker material recovery

FEATURING OUR NEW
NANO RIPSTOP CANOPY

J. Boulding

NEW DESIGN

NEW FEATURES:
• Nano Ripstop Canopy, the new bench mark in durability, stability & responsiveness
• Optimized Dacron layout for reduced weight & improved handling characteristics
• Agile and faster steering for increased power delivery 
• Refined low end performance for better upwind ability 
• Lighter bar pressure for effortless big kite control

PERFORMANCE LIGHTWIND / FREERIDE
13, 15, 17, 19
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RELI-
GION 
Y25

• Unmatched drifting abilities, superquick turns 

• Benchmark wave kite in the market

• Front-line trim setting with wave / freestyle-wave options

PROGRAM: WAVE



G L E N  B O W D E N   T E A M  R I D E R :  J U L I E N  K E R N E R  



I N S P I R E D  B Y  N A T U R E   D R I V E N  B Y  T H E  E L E M E N T S



CIT MODES

SHORT BRIDLE SYSTEM

ULTRALIGHT 3 STRUT FRAME 

FUTURE-C SHAPE 

SURF PROFILE  

RADICAL REACTION TIPS

INSTANT RELAUNCH 

FOLLOW US ON 
corekites.com  /  facebook.com/corekites  /  instagram.com/corekites  /  twitter.com/corekites
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W A V E
SURF 
WITH 
CONFIDENCE
You've never seen it this big. Endorphins 

kick in as you admire the monster sets 

rolling in. It's go time.

Thankfully, you've got your new Section 3. 

A thoroughbred wave machine with new 

CIT Modes. Select your preferred setting 

(onshore, offshore or allround) and 

experience a sesh like Willow!

—

4.0  
5.0 
6.0 
7.0 
8.0  
9.0 
10.0  
11.0  

12.0
13.5

CORE Kiteboarding
 +49 (0) 4371 / 88934-0

info@corekites.com
Fehmarn, Germany







Engineered. Refined. Intuitive.

NORTHKB.COM

N AV I G AT O R 
C O N T R O L  S Y S T E M

T h i n k  L e s s ,  F e e l  M o r e .
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W
hen I was covering a GKA Kite World Tour event at
Sotavento two years ago, I sat on the judges tower after
everyone had left at the end of the day and watched 

Airton Cozzolino and Matchu Lopes tear a small shorebreak to 
bits. They were best of friends but biggest of rivals and the only 
competitors still out.

I must have sat there for half an hour, mesmerised. After 
hours of competition it seemed they still had energy to burn. 
They both really do just love to ride. It’s a shame that session 
wasn’t streamed — watching two masters at play in a small 
wave slash-up and seeing how they were starting to mix 
strapless freestyle performance into the small waves in riding 
conditions that most of us face was a real inspiration. They 
freesurf like aliens.

I’m not the only one who suspects that Airton in particular,  
or ‘AI’ to his friends, has been taken off to another planet and 
had his wiring played with. I’ve been reporting on kiteboarding 
since 2003 and there aren’t many riders like him.

Jaime Herraiz had a distinguished pro riding career, blazed 
his own trails for the sport along the way and now pulls plenty 
of strings behind the scenes to help kiteboarding continue to 
flourish competitively. He says,

“Besides his incredible ability to excel in so many different 
board sports, what sets Airton apart from the rest of the 
top athletes I’ve ever met is his drive to smash his own 
boundaries and constantly push himself physically. He’s on a 

solo trip to push our sport and never backs off. As a passionate
kiteboarder I truly hope Airton keeps doing what he does for
many years to come.”   

Aged nine, Airton was adopted by an Italian kiteboarder who 
had a kite school on Cape Verde and opened his eyes to a new 
world of chances in Italy.

Airton says that meeting his adopted father and the 
opportunities that came from it were a gift from god. In my eyes, 
he is a gift to kiteboarding. An authentic, pure blooded athlete, 
his only passion is to kite as much as he can and push what’s 
possible. Airton’s interview is our headline feature this issue. 
Find it from page 68.

Of course, unless you’re a real diehard, the gift of 
kiteboarding can be a bit less giving at this time of year if 
you live in the northern hemisphere. The way I see it, you have 
three choices: invest in some seriously technical winter gear 
(check our Christmas Gift guide on page 120 and the vastly 
extended version on our site for more ideas), up sticks and 
hit the mountains... or head to the Turks and Caicos Islands.  
For beginner and intermediate kiteboarders, riding doesn’t get 
much better than this archipelago of over 40 islands that’s just 
90 minutes from Miami. Our TCI travel guide starts on page 90.

If you’re a regular Kiteworld reader, perhaps you’ve noticed 
that as well as featuring the rockstars of the sport, we also like 
to share stories of people who are a little easier to relate to. 
Essentially they’re kite addicts, just like you and me, but they’ve 

taken their passion to the next level.
Starting on page 104 Marie-Eve Mayrand tells us about her 

love of wintery conditions in the Canadian Rockies, where she 
developed an interest in kiting longer and longer distances.  
The 39-year-old marketing expert completed her first VAKE race 
in Norway this year – a 250 kilometre night and day slog into the 
Arctic Circle. Kiting takes all sorts... and there were plenty of 
other crazies keen to camp in the snow and ice alongside her.

Sticking with the snow theme, Polar guide Carl Alvey took a 
surgeon and a banker to explore the Greenland Ice Cap with their 
snowkites. See how they got on from page 62.

KW’s advertising manager, Caroline Morris, decided to 
try to get herself out of her foiling rut and joined a week-long 
Progression clinic for intermediates in Portugal in September. 
The second part of her ‘Diary of a Hesitant (No Longer First Time) 
Foiler’ continues on page 98.

Mark Shinn takes on the second of his ‘Or’ themed columns, 
this time debating the nitty and the gritty around using straps or 
going strapless on page 48. Alternatively, if you’re a twin-tip lover, 
check out ten ideas for advancing freeriders to try on page 110.

Flick on for the usual plethora of news, opinion, vital gear 
reviews and visual froth – this issue is more than just kindling 
for your winter flame.

See you on the water (or snow!),
Jim KW
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THEGIFT

Back in the day, Guillaume Chastagnol was a bit like the Airton 
Cozzolino of snowkiting. He still loves nothing more than tearing up the 
mountains and doesn’t need to wait until Christmas for his gifts...
Photo: Bertrand Boone



The FS is a true performance 
powerhouse made to go big. 
It combines leading 
materials, experienced 
craftsmanship, and 
cutting edge design.

Sizes: 06 / 07 / 08 / 09 / 10 / 12 / 14 / 16

Rider: David Tonijuan Colomer
Picture: Samu Cardenas

Location: Balneario, Tarifa, Spain
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PIVOT SIZES 5–12, 14 | FREERIDE/WAVE

When we designed the Pivot we wanted a kite that could take riders to the next 
level and the results speak for themselves. It’s the kite that Kevin Langeree has 
won the Red Bull King of the Air twice with and continues to break the limits for all 
riding styles worldwide. Simply put, the Pivot is one of the best high-performance 
freeride kites in the world. Packed with tech and using Quad-Tex, the strongest 
canopy material available, the Pivot offers performance on demand for kiters of all 
riding styles.

FIND THE PIVOT & THE AWARD-WINNING NAISH LINEUP INCLUDING THE 
SLASH, TORCH WITH ESP, BOXER, DASH & TRIAD AT YOUR NAISH 
DEALER TODAY OR NAISH.COM 



P OW E R E D BY N AT U R E

Europe: Kubus Sports BV •   +31 035 695 4 695 •   info@kubus-sports.nl North America: Pacific Boardsports LLC •   (509) 493-0043 •   pbs@naishsails.com

Naish.com NaishKiteboarding  Naish_Kiteboarding

THE BEST AT

EVERYTHING!

frankiebees.com  •   Kevin Langaree: Pivot Kite, KL Pro Twin Tip
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RALPH BOELEN,  RUNNING FREE,  CAPE VERDE 

PHOTO:  RICARDO PINTO 

S U B J E C T :  T E R R I T O R Y 
TERRITORY,  N.  AREA,  DISTRICT,  DOMAIN, 

PATCH,  TERRAIN,  TURF,  ZONE

GALLERY
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THE ALEX FOX METHOD IN MAURITIUS  

PHOTO:  ANDRE MAGARAO 

GALLERY
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DAVID TONIJUAN’S  STALEFISH IN DREPANO,  GREECE 

PHOTO:  SAMUEL CARDENAS /  ELEVEIGHT 

GALLERY
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GALLERY
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REIDER DECKER,  ROAST BEEF,  KOMMETJIE,  CAPE TOWN 

PHOTO:  KYLE  CABANNO /  AIRUSH

ROSS DILLON-PLAYER ROLLING WITH THE MAUI  PUNCHES

PHOTOS:  STEPHEN WHITESELL /  NAISH 
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INDIAN SUMMER IN THE ENGADIN VALLEY. 

RAMONA STRUDER AND FRIENDS LAPPING THE 

SWISS MOUNTAIN TERRAIN OF  LAKE SILVAPLANA   

PHOTO:  LUKAS PITSCH 

GALLERY



5 ’ 2          5 ’ 4 5 ’ 6 5 ’ 8          5 ’ 1 0

S H A R E  T H E  M I T U

E X P E R I E N C E

M itu  Mo n tei r o has i n f luen ced a wh ol e gen eration  of  riders ,

making strapless kitesurf ing accessible.  Mitu gives al l  of  his talent 

and expertise al lowing us to design the perfect strapless board.

Experience a r ide inf luenced by Mitu’s genius.

Avai lable in Carbon ,  Pro Fl ex  and B amboo  constructions.

fonekitesfonekitesWWW.F-ONE.WORLD



TKC Sales Ltd
f-onekites.co.uk

RIDER  Mitu MONTEIRO

GEAR  MITU Pro Carbon 5’6 / Bandit - S

PHOTO  Svetlana Romantsova



1.7 kg

Status defined



CRAZYFLYKITES.COM

North America - distributor: Pksdistribution.com, Corpus Christi, TX , info@pksdistribution.com

FREERIDE/FREESTYLE

Elite II
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AIRUSHt
Airush’s completely redesigned quick 
release IQR system allows for a single-
handed release and easy reset. Click in 
and go: Airush have kept it simple on the 
outside but what lies within is a complex 
engineering design that enables the 
release to know when it is and isn’t 
engaged. They have also improved the 
swivel and, for those that unhook, the 
suicide mode has been drastically 
improved so that the leash sits out of 
the way of the chicken loop. Hook back 
in and ride away…
www.airush.com

MOSTWANTED NEW PRODUCTS 
HEADING YOUR WAY

CRAZYFLYv
CrazyFly’s answer to the dreaded last minute packing problems 
comes in the form of the handy and compact ‘Backpack 
Lite’. Designed for everyday travel, it’ll play host to your 
laptop, travel documents, sunnies (in the special microfiber 
compartment) and everything small-but-heavy that would put 
your kite bag over the weight limitations. Back padding will 
keep you comfortable no matter what lies ahead.
Dimensions: 50 x 31 x 23cm / Weight: 0.6kg

Not exactly a scientific breakthrough, but compartments 
are essential if you’re travelling with wet, sandy or salty 
gear. Keep the wetsuits, bars and towels well away from your 
prized possessions (KOTA trophy etc.) and avoid the need to 
rewash everything when you arrive home; perfect. This large 
roller is big enough for a week’s clothes, your harness, all the 
aforementioned soaked gear and there’s still room for a few 
kites. As any good hearted, well meaning kitesurfer will tell 
you: never leave a kite behind.
P.S. It has wheels but isn’t too heavy. Your back will thank you later!
Dimensions: 83 x 35 x 30cm / Weight: 2.8kg
www.crazyflykites.com

The multi-discipline big-selling Evo is back with a new bridle and tuned trailing edge. Duotone say this dramatically
increases responsiveness and reduces flutter, resulting in a livelier ride that should increase your confidence, no matter 
where and what you get up to on the water. Megaloops? Foiling? A little freestyle? If you dabble in a bit of everything, this 
is the Duotone kite for you, designed from the ground up to be versatile in satisfying the majority of people’s needs in 
each area. As ever, it’s available in a huge range of sizes and is four or five-line compatible. It’s also worth mentioning that 
all Duotone kites are now carbon neutral. By harnessing hydropower, Duotone are able to offset the emissions spent in 
producing, marketing and shipping the products so that you can buy in confidence.
SIZES: 14, 13, 12, 11, 10, 9, 8, 7, 6, 5, and 4m
www.duotonesports.com

NKB’s Pulse is their premier three-strut freestyle kite designed for fast, responsive steering thanks to the FlexPulse 
structure that ensures twist from the steering lines run deeper into the canopy. Offering the ultimate in performance 
freestyle, Pat Goodman has also designed it to boost and megaloop with ease. Dynamic edge response helps the kite fly 
forward quickly when checking a rail to deliver enhanced slack for fantastic freestyle progression. Direct and responsive, 
this kite does exactly what you tell it to, whatever Mother Nature can throw at you.
SIZES: 14, 12, 11, 10, 9, 8, 7, 6 and 5m
www.northkb.com

DUOTONEx

NORTHx



The SOUL combines high comfort with a 
sporty character. The inspiring lightweight 
kite construction blended with precise con-
trol and bar feedback convinces on every 
terrain. Highest stability and the great wa-
ter relaunch make your daily session truly 
user-friendly. The new way of kiting, pure fun 
without limits!

// X-LIGHT CONSTRUCTION
// EFFORTLESS BOOSTING
// SUPERB RELAUNCH & HANDLING

SOUL
 

FREERIDE, BIG AIR, TRAVEL
6 / 7 / 8 / 9 / 10 / 12 / 15 / 18 / 21

FOLLOW                      FLYSURFERKITEBOARDING  |  FLYSURFER.COM   ...  AHEAD OF ITS TIME
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SLINGSHOTt
Two new kite announcements have just come in! The 
brand new Ghost V1 is a light weight, ultra-simple, 
single-strut kite with incredibly nimble handling and 
steering precision for beginners, experts and foilers 
alike – which is obvious when you check out the huge 
size range!
SIZES: 17, 15, 12, 10, 8, 6, 4 and 2.5m
One of the most successful competition (and freeride) 
kites ever made is still evolving. The RPM V12 retains 
the three-strut frame and wide wing-tip shape, but with 
4x4 canopy tech is now stiffer, stronger and even more 
durable (quite a feat!). Experience accelerated turning 

speed as well as more lift  
and hangtime, though ultimately this is a
balanced presentation of direct handling with
sheet-and-go power delivery.
SIZES: 14, 12, 11, 10, 9, 8, 7, 6 and 4.5m
The new 60cm Apollo is the most well-rounded wing 
in Slingshot’s Hover Glide range and perfect for going
fast, carving, learning all the latest tricks and fancy
foot placements. Also look out for the Infinity 65, which
Slingshot say is going to be the fastest and most high-
performance kite wing in the Hover Glide range.
www.slingshotsports.com

MOSTWANTED
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OZONEyxz
It’s pretty big news whenever a new Edge comes out. This is one of the original high-aspect 
boosters with an awesome reputation for huge jumps and fast riding speeds. We’ve reviewed it 
in this issue (page 82) and this is one of those kites that puts a spring in your pumping. Each 
iteration doesn’t merely mark another 12 months of time passing (because it’s not released on an 
annual basis) – it marks the progression of research and design. Ozone only update their products 
when they feel they’ve got something better to offer. So if you haven’t already licked your finger and 
raced through to find our verdict on one of the most hotly anticipated kites of 2019 – do so now.
EDGE V10 SIZES: 19, 17, 15, 13, 11, 10, 9, 8, 7, 6 and 5m
Ozone really impressed us with their first twin-tip range last year.
The Code V2 has new spine style channels at the tips to increase
edge hold and control for higher boosting and improved upwind
performance. This means in choppier conditions it won’t punish your
knees and, if you’re coming in hot, will track nicely as soon as you
make contact with the water – keeping you in control after powered
moves, like kite loops. It comes in a range of sizes and caters to the
needs of the intermediate to advanced rider.
SIZES: 144 x 43, 141 x 42, 138 x 41, 135 x 40, 132 x 39 and 129 x 38cm
www.ozonekites.com

OZONEyxz

r 

RIDE ENGINEv
Coleman Buckley’s garage project of custom harnesses for kiteboarding’s elite riders 
has flourished into a successful international business in the last several seasons. 
For 2020 we are treated to the latest and greatest in carbon harness technology, 
available in a range of colours and the graphics are fully customisable too (if you 
so wish). RE also offer top line wetsuits and surf foil wings for 2020, which you can 
guarantee will all have passion and attention to detail at the heart of their design.
www.r

wRRDz
‘Fly an Aircraft, Ride a TT’ says it all – the Addiction kite is
all about altitude. A five strut sheet-and-go design with

an open shape means that hangtime and height are 
the Addiction’s best friends. Built to feel right at home on blustery days – 
there are canopy and LE reinforcements in abundance throughout and 

there’s even a layer of protection on the seams. Winter storms lie 
ahead for many and RRD are ready for those 40 knot gusts!

SIZES: 15, 13.5, 12, 10.5, 9, 8, and 7m
In celebrating 25 years of production, RRD’s Y25 bar is super clean but functional, complete 

with RRD’s exclusive and patented ‘Rigid Lines’ that drastically decrease line stretch. RRD 
state, ‘You cannot break what does not exist’. In keeping with that the Y25 bar doesn’t have 

any unnecessary items. Instead, they’ve taken all the vital functionality in kite bars and
bedded them into a clean, sleek body that wouldn’t look out of place on the Apple website.

www.robertoricc

wRRDDzw

rideengine.com

h

h

ertoricc ns.c



StReTCh aS NeVeR
WaRm As EvEr

O n Y X  S E l E C t

MAKE NO COMPROMISES

SUPERIOR WARMTH & EP IC  STRETCH

NEU TRA L
CO2

ION-PRODUCTS.COM
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SPYNET WORK

THE CLIMAX OF THE 
GKA KITE WORLD 
TOUR 2019
A L L  P H O T O S :  Y D W E R  V A N  D E R  H E I D E

Adeuri always goes massive

Adeuri and Valentin



GKA KITE WORLD CUP MOROCCO CONFIRMS
THE 2019 KITE-SURF CHAMPIONS
DAKHLA, MOROCCO:  9 - 13 OCTOBER
After the GKA Kite World Cup Morocco, Airton Cozzolino (CV) and 
Carla Herrera-Oria (ESP) were confirmed World Champions with 
one round still to go in Brazil (as we go to print). Their consistent 
domination throughout this year’s tour stops means they can 
ride freely at the GKA’s ultimate 2019 event, while the remaining 
competitors will battle it out for second and third places. This 
will be hotly contested, with James Carew and Mitu Monteiro 
excelling in the men’s, while Charlotte Carpentier, Johanna 
Catharina-Edin and more are all hungry to finish on the women’s 
end of season podium.

MIKAILI SOL - WORLD CHAMPION
FOR A THIRD TIME
GKA FREESTYLE - DAKHLA, MOROCCO:  4 - 8 OCTOBER
Brazilian Mikaili Sol has landed her third Freestyle world title at 
the age of just 15. Despite a couple of nervy wobbles in the semi-
finals of two events this season, her riding was generally more 
powered, precise and dynamic than her rivals.

She’s still six world titles shy of once-dominant Spaniard 
Gisela Pulido, however, her desire to progress is already putting 
her in contention to be one of the greatest kiteboarders. Watch 
this space. 

MEN’S FREESTYLE
GKA FREESTYLE WORLD CUP BRAZIL 2019:
CUMBUCO: 19 - 23 NOVEMBER
(Running just after we went to print...)
Valentin Rodriguez won his first freestyle event in Dakhla,
Morocco in October, which put him in close contention for the
2019 top spot. He’ll fight it out with Vice World Champ Adeuri
Corniel, from the DR, who holds a very narrow lead going into the
final event at Cumbuco.

Valentin, 17, from Colombia, burst onto the scene this year
showing outstanding consistency and ability from the outset. So
good in fact that he could win the world tour in his first season.
Sure, Carlos Mario has been carrying an injury and will be absent
from the last event, but Valentin’s level has been good enough to
challenge and beat anyone.

Swiss 18-year-old Maxime Chabloz was leading the tour
going into round five in Mauritius, but twice failed to capitalise
on Carlos’ early exits. His big lesson is learning to cope from
the front, while Adeuri has demonstrated phenomenal power 
with fewer big mistakes that have left the fight for the title 
in his hands.

We can expect it to go all the way and the odds are on for 
Adeuri and Valentin to end up in the final for a championship 
decider. There are a few scenarios at play but, essentially, 
Valentin would need to finish in at least third place and ahead of 
Adeuri to claim the title. It’s a race for the top spot!

Catch-up on the videos and stories for both the Kite-Surf final at 
Prea (12 – 16 Nov) and the Freestyle at Cumbuco (19 – 23 Nov). 
KW editor Jim Gaunt is the official GKA Kite World Tour reporter
www.gkakiteworldtour.com KW
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Mikaili’s got the hat-trick at just 15 
and has the world at her feet

Spaniard Carla Herrera-Oria has taken her first Kite-Surf world title. 
Though she’s hugely stepped up her wave game, it’s her dedication to 
strapless freestyle that has left the rest in her wake this season
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RACINGNEWS ANOC BEACH 
GAMES 2019
DOHA, QATAR: 12 - 16 OCTOBER
The first World Beach Games, tipped as ‘The Olympics for Beach 
Sports’ took place in Doha, where 40 selected men and women 
used registered Formula Kite equipment to contest numerous 
close races over the course of the week.

Despite the 40 degree air temperatures, German Florian 
Gruber and American Daniela Moroz took the foil racing golds. 
Gruber’s win was especially tight and his post-race back roll 
celebration, despite not quite sticking it, was well deserved 
after a gruelling podium race against Nico Parlier (2nd) and Guy 
Bridge (3rd).

The racing was broadcast live all around the world with the 
sort of high level production that you would expect from full 
Olympic coverage, giving a flavour of what Paris 2024 will be like.

KITEBOARDING FOR 
YOUTH OLYMPICS 
AND YOUTH WORLD 
CHAMPIONSHIPS - 
CONFIRMED
The World Sailing Council have confirmed kiteboarding events in 
the annual World Sailing Youth World Championships, starting 
in 2021 in The Hague (Netherlands), which will feature the 
same format as the 2024 Paris Olympic Games; a foil racing 
relay format where a male and female kiteboarder compete for 
medals in a mixed team. The format of the 2022 Youth Olympic 
Games in Dakar (Senegal) is yet to be decided, but it is thought 
that Formula Kite equipment will be used at both of these 
international youth events.
More racing news on the Kiteworld website and at 
www.internationalkiteboarding.org 

SARDINIA, ITALY: 2 - 6 OCTOBER
France’s Axel Mazella punched the air with joy and relief as he flew across the line in the season-ending last race of the KiteFoil World 
Series Final on the Italian resort island of Sardinia. After 20 high-octane races, often in punchy winds that saw the leaders clock 
an astonishing 40+ knots on downwind legs - Mazella lifted the crown for the second time, landing the International Kiteboarding 
Association (IKA) 2019 KiteFoil World Title.

Also victorious was the ever-dominant Daniela Moroz. The reigning four-time Formula Kite World Champion added the KiteFoil World 
Series title to her growing haul to trophies, though remarkably this was one that had eluded her until now. The 18-year-old took the crown 
with peerless racing among the 24 women battling in the 66-strong mixed fleet, barely putting a foot wrong to dominate the Sardinia 
Grand Slam, making it a perfect four tour stop wins.
www.sardiniagrandslam.com

KITEFOIL WORLD SERIES FINAL
SARDINIA GRAND SLAM

Doha doing things in style Women’s ANOC Beach Games podium: 1 Daniela Moroz (USA), 
2 Julia Damasiewicz (POL) 3 Elena Kalinina (RUS)

Men’s podium: 1 Florian Gruber (GER), 2 Nico Parlier (FRA), 
3 Guy Bridge (GBR)

Gruber’s grit

Axel Mazella Daniela
Photos: Martina Orsini / Alex Schwarz
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KING OF THE AIR
2020
VIDEO ENTRY NEWS

This is a busy time of year for the guys at RedBull ZA - sifting
through the copious 2020 KOTA video entries to determine
which 14 lucky riders will get a place in the qualifiers. These
14 riders will be accompanied by the four satellite competition
winners, the last of which is about to take place in Taiwan, from
21-25th November. The change in competition format means
that megaloop A-listers (including the likes of Aaron Hadlow and
Marc Jacobs) will have to submit entry videos or win a satellite
competition in order to just be able to queue up in the qualifier
event like everyone else, which is a new innovation (and open to
women) and will take place the week before the main event in
Cape Town.
The main event this year will feature just 12 riders.
Six are pre-qualified from last year:
1 Kevin Langeree
2 Jesse Richman
3 Liam Whaley
4 Nick Jacobsen
5 Lasse Walker
6 Aurelien Petreau

Stay up to speed at: www.redbullkingoftheair.com

BKSA WAVE MASTERS
BRANDON BAY, IRELAND: 6 – 11 OCTOBER
Mental conditions at the BKSA Wave Masters saw Lee ‘Pasty’ Harvey rise to the challenge in the high winds that conjured up some of 
the best and largest waves ever seen in British competition history. As Pasty continues to dominate the UK wave scene with his seventh 
straight title, the real surprise came when Shinny bagged his first British podium in almost 20 years after battling with Neal Gent to 
finish third! (Lee also went on to claim the following in windsurfing this season: 2nd at the Tiree Wave Classic, 3rd in the Cornwall Wave 
Classic and also became British Wavesailing Masters Champion!)

The Pro Women’s fleet was small but highly competitive between Katie Evans and previous amateur wave champion Gemma Soloman. 
Gemma took the best of three-heat victory.
Full results and report at: www.britishkitesports.org

WEYMOUTH 
SPEED WEEK
5 - 11th OCTOBER
Record broken by three kitesurfers!
This year’s event was one of the most successful to ever be held 
in Portland Harbour and proved how kites are the dominant 
force. After six days of intense wind a new speed record was set 
by James Longmuir who was also crowned BKSA Champion.

He battled it out with Dave Williams on the last day and 
the result came down to just 0.05 seconds difference with a 
top 500m speed of 41.213 knots. Local kiter Martin Carter was 
delighted to also break the old record, with all three kiters 
dominating the overall results. Incidentally, the windsurfers still 
didn’t manage to beat the previous record of 38.48 knots which 
was set by Swedish windsurfer, Anders Bringdal, in 2008.

Weymouth Speed Week is the longest running speed event 
in the world with over 40 years of history. Sponsors were: F-One 
Kites UK, Old Guys Rule UK and Kiteworld Magazine.
More at: www.weymouthspeedweek.com

James Longmuir, new record holder. The previous one 
was set in 2008. He could be up there for a while!

Speed podium: 
1st James Longmuir, 2nd Dave Williams, 3rd Martin Carter

How it feels to already be in! Jesse and Kevin can sit back and 
watch the carnage ensue at the Taiwan qualifier and then 
what will surely be a heavy contest in the week before the 
main 2020 KOTA event in Cape Town
Photo: Craig Kolesky / Red Bull Content Pool 

Neal Gent
Photos: Gemma Soloman

Lee
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GBS + WATER PROOF
STRE TCH TAPING

M-FLEX 2.0

KNITFLEX

FL ARE MESH

FOX FLEECE

#BREAKBOUNDARIES

V O LT T
FRONT-ZIP WETSUIT

I t  d o e s n ’ t  g e t  a n y  w a r m e r  t h a n  t h i s . 

G e t  t o a s t y  w i t h  t h e  n e w e s t  l e a d e r  o f 

t h e  p a c k ,  T h e  V O LT T.  T h e  c o m f i e s t  a n d 

w a r m e s t  w e t s u i t  w e ’ v e  e v e r  m a d e .  O u r 

g o a l  w a s  t o  c r e a t e  a  s u i t  t h a t  l o o k s 

g r e a t ,  b u t  f e e l s  e v e n  b e t t e r .  T h a t ’ s  w h y 

w e  u p g r a d e d  t h e  V O LT T  u s i n g  3  d i f f e r e n t 

t h i c k n e s s e s  i n s t e a d  o f  2 .  T h e  r e s u l t  i s 

a  w a r m e r  s u i t  w i t h  a  l o t  m o r e  s t r e t c h . 

T h e  V O LT T  i s  s o  w a r m  i t ’ s  a l m o s t  l i k e 

e a t i n g  a  p i z z a  s t r a i g h t  o u t  o f  t h e  o v e n ! 

A  w e t s u i t  y o u  c a n  s u r f  a l l  w i n t e r  l o n g . 

M Y S T I C B O A R D I N G . C O M
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WHAT’S WRONG 
WITH KITEWORLD?
Time to fess up. It’s true that although we’re pretty close, we’re 
not perfect (well, the editorial team isn’t anyway. The accounts and 
marketing team like the sound of their own drum beat, though...)

ROPEY EDITING
Firstly, we’re sorry for our part in the negative thumb vibes in 
this shot. James Ropner was left to glumly chug on his afternoon 
craft beers at the AWSI event in Hood River in September when 
he got hold of issue #100 and found that we’d credited his 
technique shots of Brandon Scheid to Vincent Bergeron. Sorry JR!

BOATING BOO-BOO
When it comes to heritage and heroic performances of reliable 
grit in the most challenging of circumstances, they don’t come 
much more respected than that of Martin Daly’s boat, the 
Indies Trader. Indiestrader.com states:  ‘It is by far the most 
travelled surf vessel in the world’s history. During the course of 
the 1980’s and into the mid 1990’s, Martin and the MV Indies 
Trader were responsible for discovering the vast majority of surf 
breaks along the Sumatran coastline including many waves in 
the Mentawai Islands. More recently, between 1998 and 2005 
it was featured in the ‘Quiksilver Crossing’, discovering over one 
hundred more waves on its 160,000 nm journey around the world 
over a period of nearly seven years. She is safe, really seaworthy 
and comfortable.

So we truly hold our hats nervously in our hands as we apologise 
for the caption in the Marshall Islands feature by Evan Netsch 
(shot by John Bilderback) that insinuated that an older wooden 
sailing boat that happened to be passing in the background could 
ever be responsible for such roaming world renown. Sorry Indies 
Trader, may your legend continue untarnished!

READERS’GALLERY
PUSH THE BUTTON AND SEND YOUR IMAGES TO READERS@KITEWORLDMAG.COM
THIS ISSUE MARK POWLEY WINS FREE ACCESS TO ONE OF PROGRESSION’S 
PREMIUM COLLECTIONS OF INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEOS, COVERING KITEBOARDING, 
KITESURFING AND KITEFOILING. GIVING YOU STREAMING ACCESS ONLINE 
AND OFFLINE DOWNLOADS, THE PROGRESSION APP IS AVAILABLE FOR IOS AND 
ANDROID – CHECK MORE AT: WWW.PROGRESSION.ME

WINNER: : Mark Powley
The hand of friendship. Halfway round the world and CBK beach 
members from the UK still got each other’s backs on the water. 
Edmund Millers (barman) and Adam Atkinson (kiter) at Ilha do 
Guajiru, Itarema, Brazil (Nov 2019)

Daintily does it. Cathy Padgett, 
Kappalady lagoon, Sri Lanka
Photo: Jonny Smith

Christopher Reed kite looping 
his 9m Bandit at Bexhill in a 

south coast UK summer storm
Photo: Hen Durbin

Send your shots to 
readers@kiteworldmag.com 

or tag us on Instagram, using 
#KWreadersgallery





A
fter last issue’s ‘Foil or Tube Kite’ commentary, I’m going
to swiftly move on to another hot topic in kiteboarding 
– whether thou shalt ride waves strapped or strapless. 

It’s another question that seems to induce certain factions 
of the kiteboarding population into zealous over-excitement. 
This topic recently hit the limelight again after Kevin Langeree 
finished third at the Cape Hatteras Wave Classic event in 
the US...  with (cue surprised gasps and horrified looks)... 
footstraps!

Let’s start with a small history lesson and then we’ll refocus 
on the current nitty gritty.

Since the beginning of kiteboarding riders have been messing 
around in waves, which isn’t especially surprising considering 
that most early adopter kiteboarders came from windsurfing 
and surfing. Indeed, many early kiteboards were simply 
surfboards with footstraps bolted on and it has to be said they 
were truly terrible vehicles to kite with! Surfboards are designed 

to go in a straight line when ridden flat and to turn when ridden
on the rail; the exact opposite of what you want a kiteboard to 
do because you spend most of your time edging against the kite.

Given that the kites of the time had little or no depower it 
was a WAR to make a surfboard go upwind, so the trend towards 
twin-tips made complete sense. Riders were riding waves on all 
kind of kiteboards, but somewhere in the winter of 2003 / ‘04 the 
infamous Space Monkeys crew (having revolutionised freestyle 
the year before) set about trying to legitimise wave riding with a 
kite, riding some of the world’s finest waves along the way.

Hot on the heels of this, I believe the ‘artist formerly known 
as North’ (now known as Duotone)  released the world’s first 
serial production kiteboard for wave kiting — the Rocket Fish. 
It was small (around five foot) and 100% dedicated to strapped 
riding — which is not very surprising given that we were still 
riding kites with little or no depower and it was a fight to get 
upwind, but also deal with the kite power when riding the wave.

I remember the *first time that wave events featured on the
then PKRA World Tour. The event was in Fortaleza, Brazil in 2005 
and most of the riders used their freestyle kites and strapped 
surfboards. I was the only rider to ride strapless in this event 
(and yes, I did win it, but the result was far from un-contentious).

I believe that the whole discussion around strapped or 
strapless riding truly started just after this time, along with the 
introduction of kites that actually de-powered. Riding upwind 
suddenly became easy because you could ride the board flat, 
using the fins to take you upwind and, for the first time, you were 
also able to get rid of all the kite’s power when riding a wave. This 
era led to a rapid period of board development. Suddenly, our 
boards no longer needed to be able to harness massive amounts 
of power, so instead the focus could turn squarely to the deck’s 
surfing ability. Carving, snaps and the ability to ride only using 
the power that the wave provided quickly led us to boards that 
owe a lot to their pure surfboard forefathers.
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“SO, THERE YOU HAVE IT; THE EXTREMELY 

BRIEF HISTORY OF SURFBOARDS UNDER 
A KITE. WE ALL STARTED STRAPPED AND 
A LARGE NUMBER OF RIDERS NOW SHUN 

THEM. THE BIG QUESTION IS WHY?”

MARKMY WORDS
MARK SHINN’S ONE-MAN DEBATING SOCIETY CONTINUES IN HIS REGULAR COLUMN THIS ISSUE.  
SOMEHOW HE’S SWERVED THE TOPIC OF BREXIT AGAIN AND INSTEAD FOCUSES ON ANOTHER CONTENTIOUS ISSUE: STRAPS OR STRAPLESS! 

ii an rr , r ppr p unnrr rrrr
CaC pepe a Clasass csi /////



So, there you have it; the extremely brief history of surfboards 
under a kite. We all started strapped and a large number of riders 
now shun them. The big question is why?

Okay, let’s start with strapless. The biggest benefit of 
strapless riding, as far as I’m concerned, is pretty obvious: the 
ability to move your feet. The perfect position to stand during 
every aspect of riding is not a fixed position. Wanna make a super 
snappy off-the-lip? Move your back foot right to the tail of the 
board on top of the fins and you’ll be able to make an extremely 
tight radius turn or even break the fins out in a tail slide, but try 
to make a fast, tight bottom turn with the rear foot still in that 
position and the same thing can happen; the tail breaks out and 
you make the most elegant of surfing moves… a belly flop in front 
of a breaking wave.

It’s also pretty naïve to think that the perfect position for 
quickly riding back upwind for the next wave can be with your 
feet in the same spot as for your latest super radical turn. 
Strapless riding is difficult, your technique needs to be tuned 
and perfect to not only arrive in the critical places on the 
wave, but to also still be connected to your board when you 
arrive there. Get it wrong and you’ll swim, A LOT. It’s satisfying 
if you can do it, but pretty frustrating if you only get to ride in 
waves a handful of times a year and then you’ll spend more time 
swimming than actually riding waves.

Riding with straps is a compromise and, whilst the inability 
to constantly move your feet into the perfect position means 
your feet are rarely ever in the perfect spot, when well set up 
you are in an acceptable place 90% of the time and, barring 
all but the most calamitous of attempted moves, you’ll still be 
connected to your board throughout the whole procedure.

If you don’t ride waves very often then straps can be the 
difference between having fun and steadily improving your 
technique, or a session of doing nothing much at all. Just like 
owning a Hadlow Pro kite doesn’t mean you’ll ride like Aaron 
Hadlow, taking the straps off your board won’t turn you into 
Airton Cozzolino, either.

Of course, that completely ignores one other aspect of 
footstraps; an aspect that is responsible for a great number 
of us even starting to kiteboard in the first place. Yes; jumping! 
It’s true that the pros can go MASSIVE strapless, but let’s not 
kid ourselves; most of us are capable of little more than a chop 
hop without the foot loops! If you love to fly (and in general the 
conditions for jumping are at their best when there are waves 
around), leaving the straps on is going to be pretty much a 
dead cert and that’s not counting the aerial aspect of wave 
riding either. There are all manner of aerial antics possible when 
surfing in footstraps. The purist might tell you it’s not ‘surfing’ 
and you’re simply ‘jumping out of the wave’, but since when was 

flying a kite ‘surfing’ anyway. For that matter I don’t see the
windsurfers taking the straps off their boards any time soon.

I’m not going to come down off the fence and recommend 
one side or the other, but what I will say is this: don’t let your 
prejudices spoil your fun. There are pros and cons on each 
side, so maybe play around with both and change your set-up 
depending on the conditions of the day (practise your strapless 
when the conditions are cleaner and more friendly, then put 
the straps back on as the wind increases and the wave size 
develops). No matter what anyone tells you, there are no rules 
and the only ‘winner’ is the rider that leaves the water with the 
biggest smile on their face.

*Disclaimer.
It’s true that in 2000 the KPWT ran a kiteboarding event at 
Punta Preta, Cabo Verde. It’s also true that there were some 
decent waves at that event, however, with no dedicated 
equipment available for this discipline and with performances 
that were little more than speed runs down-the-line (there was 
very, very little turning going on), I don’t think we can call this 
a legitimate start to kitesurf wave riding. It’s also important 
to point out that as one of the only riders to attend this event 
who is still active in the sport, there are not too many people 
left to argue with me! KW
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Shinny, cultured
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The old walk-on-water trick never fails to impress new kiteboarding fans!

Moment: kite loop bar spin



SESSIONS

FIRSTFIRES
KITESURFING CONTINUES TO BE AN ABSORBING AND INVIGORATING ACTIVITY 
THAT OFTEN DEVELOPS INTO A PASSION. BUT CAN YOU REALLY REMEMBER YOUR
FIRST IMPRESSIONS; THE MOMENTS YOU WERE WOWED INTO FOLLOWING THE 
SPORT? PHOTOGRAPHER RODERICK VAN KLINK REMEMBERS THE FIRST TIME HE
SHOT KITEBOARDING THIS SUMMER IN HOLLAND
W O R D S  A N D  P H O T O S :  R O D E R I C K  V A N  K L I N K

R I D E R :  M E E S  D O R L E I J N

M
ees called me up one night in late July and asked if I could join him the 
following day as the weather was going to be perfect for shots. I picked him 
up after work and we drove from the city to the 2nd Maasvlakte, which is a 

familiar spot in the kitesurfing scene.
Eleven years ago, the Maasvlakte area was nothing but sea. The Dutch have been 

experts in reclaiming land by dredging since the 1300s. Cities like Dubai and New 
Orleans have relied on Dutch expertise in their own development and regeneration.

The 2nd Maasvlakte was constructed to expand the port of Rotterdam.
It is mostly built up with industry, but according to Dutch law, any nature lost 

by development must be compensated through novel construction plans. The 
Maasvlakte’s outskirts have therefore been designed and constructed as ‘new’ 
nature. Beautiful dunes and lagoons now feature along the coastline and the 2nd 
Maasvlakte is also being used as a test ground for alternative energy, such as wind 
and solar. Majestic wind turbines line the landscape.

Together
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“THE 2ND MAASVVLAAKTE WAS CONSTRUCTED TO
EXPAND THE PORT OF ROTTERDAM. IT IS MOSTLY
BUILLT UP WITH INDUSTRY, BUT ACCORDING TO
DUTCH LAW, ANY NATURE LOST BY DEVELOPMENT 
MUST BE COMPENSATED THROUGH NOVEL
CONSTRUCTION PLANS. THE MAASVLAKTE’S
OUTSKIRTS HAVE THEREFORE BEEN DESIGNED 
AND CONSTRUCTED AS ‘NEW’ NATURE.”

I had no idea what to expect so I asked Mees about 
kitesurfing while we drove. He talked about the tricks, the 
wind, the waves and the kitesurf culture. Kitesurfing is getting 
more popular by the day in the Netherlands, which is no great 
surprise as we have a lot of inland water, a long coastline and 
great wind conditions. As we got closer to the spot I noticed 
several cars heading in our direction, all filled with kites, 
boards and gear. Mees had already warned me that it could be 
crowded and had given me several kitesurfing magazines for 
inspiration. I was blown away by the images.

As an amateur photographer I mostly shoot landscapes and 
nature. I usually get to take time in composing my shot, waiting 
for the perfect moment and sometimes I recompose and take a 
second shot - until satisfied with the result. I quickly realised 
this was going to be something completely different.

I wanted to shoot a story from beginning to end, not 
focussing purely on action, to grasp the feeling of this kite 
session. As we stepped out of the car on top of the dune I 
heard the powerful, rhythmic sound of the wind turbines’ blades 
rotating rapidly overhead.

I looked over the top of the dune and saw a sky full of kites. 
The wind was intense but constant and the dune plants were 
waving in the wind. We both quickly started preparing our gear. 
Standing there with my bare feet in the sand felt great.

As we walked towards the sea I noticed that all the kiters 
had gathered in a certain place on the beach. Many of them 
were helping each other getting their kites in the air. That 
sense of togetherness in sport seemed so beautiful to me and 
very unique!

Mees started in the shallow lagoon where he could do some 
nice tricks. My first thought was man, this is fast! I tried to 
get as close as possible, standing knee-deep in the water but 
struggled to get the kite and Mees in the frame. I stopped to 
study his tricks, actions and movements for a while and started 
to get a sense of timing. Mees was literally jumping over my 
head. Wow, what an active way of taking photos!

The stiff wind was quite intense and taking shots with 
the tele lens was difficult in terms of stability - next time I’m 
definitely bringing a tripod. Mees headed towards the open 
water where he could do some nice, long stretches. We found an 
amazing curved section of coastline where I could take shots of 
him with the turbines in the background.

Mid-session power-up

There’s no wonder Mees skips to the beach in glee at this spot!

Like us, you’re probably thinking: the 2nd Maasvlakte looks amazing for kiting!
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Getting a clean shot without any other kitesurfers in the 
background was tough and we often had to do several attempts. 
I felt like a director in a play. The stoke was getting pretty high! 
Kite-loops, grabs, etc.

After a long, beautiful afternoon, the sun started to set and 
the light got even better. As many people had already gone home 
it also got much easier to get a good ‘clean’ shot. At the end of 

the session we deflated the kite, packed his gear and enjoyed 
the spectacular sunset. Full of stoke but pretty tired out by this 
memorable day, we headed back to the city. When I got home, 
I found everything, including myself, totally covered in sand, 
but I was so satisfied. I dropped to sleep with a big smile on 
my face, thinking of all the cool future shots I could do in this 
new adventure! KW

Overhead flying objects – a common occurrence!



D U O T O N E S P O R T S . C O M

F R E E R I D E  /  F R E E S T Y L E  /  W A V E

E V

O
J O I N  T H E  P O W E R  O F  A  N E W  E R A



F
O

L
L

O
W

 
U

S

C C 3 C C 9

C C 2D E D I C A T E D  T O 

K I T E B O A R D I N G

S I N C E  2 0 0 1



I 0 5 6  /  M A U I  /  C A B R I N H A  I

THE HAWAIIAN ISLAND OF MAUI HAS LONG 
HELD ROOTS OF RESPONSIBILITY FOR MANY 
OF THE MOST ENDURING WATERSPORT 
DESIGNS AND INNOVATIONS. AS CABRINHA 
HITS THEIR 20-YEAR MILESTONE, ALMA 
TASSI SPEAKS TO SOME OF THE CORE TEAM 
MEMBERS AND REFLECTS ON A UNIQUELY 
GIFTED LOCATION THAT’S STACKED WITH 
CONDITIONS AND AN ANYTHING-GOES 
ATTITUDE. A HUB THAT GIVES BIRTH TO 
LIMITLESS IMAGINATION WHEN IT COMES 
TO WATERSPORTS POSSIBILITIES... 
W O R D S :  A L M A  TA S S I  /  P H O T O S :  C A B R I N H A

Pete Cabrinha, Laird Hamilton, Kai Lenny,  
Dave Kalama, Robby Naish, Paige Alms,  
Albee Layer, Dakine Hawaii, Cabrinha, 

Naish, Jaws, Honolulu Bay, Ho’okipa and Kite 
Beach... These are but a few of the internationally 
known names of athletes, brands and places that 
are synonymous with the island of Maui. What 
makes this tiny island in the middle of the Pacific 
play such a significant role in the wide world of 
surfing? Read on.



MAUI ON THE MAP
It’s no secret that Maui holds a mythical 
standing among high-level watersports
athletes and enthusiasts. Although people 
admire Hawaii for its surf culture, Maui has 
its own story to tell, specific to the conditions 
born out of its unique geography. The weather 
patterns on Maui can feel mystifying, with 
rain or wind in one area while there’s bright 
sunshine and glassy waters just down the road. 
There is, however, one thing that you can count 
on: wind blowing somewhere on the island for 
over 300 days of the year.

WATER SPORTS BORN AND 
RAISED ON MAUI 
Within 700 square miles, Maui experiences 
a wind pattern rife with potential for not only 
developing the most dynamic of watersports, 
but also for inventing them. Looking back 
over the last few decades, a handful of names 

have risen to the top as significant players that
shaped a variety of sports and innovations, all 
while living and working on the island. One of 
those people is Pete Cabrinha. Although he 
officially started his brand 20 years ago, the 
impact he had on wind and surf sports on Maui 
began long before its launch.

Windsurfing took hold in the late 70s but 
really blew up in Maui during the 80s, with 
Ho’okipa taking centre stage. The Aloha Classic 
and, years later, the original Red Bull King of the 
Air competitions, were held at Ho’okipa Beach 
Park on Maui’s north shore, cementing the 
island’s reputation as the pinnacle of the wind 
sport surf experience. 

Pete recounts, “Maui originally captured the 
imagination of the world because it was such a 
unique place. People began to visit from across 
the globe and this lifted Maui’s profile on the 
international surf scene.” 

Pete setting the agenda in 2010 Board meeting debrief

Perfecting the art, Alby Rondina Mystical Maui 
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As more athletes poured onto Maui’s shores 

the industries that supports them followed.
Maui emerged as the proving ground for 

riders and for their equipment. To keep pace 
with the quickly evolving surf sport genre 
experimentation and development became 
rampant. This explosion of status-challenging 
ideas formed the foundation of a culture that 
was soon to be exploited to the fullest by a 
small band of athletes that called themselves 
the ‘Strapped Crew’.

The Strapped Crew was made up of a group 
of athletes and friends that were set on pushing 
surfing’s boundaries for no other reason than to 
keep life interesting. Surfing was their centre of 
gravity. Experimentation and innovation were 
constantly in their atmosphere. This energetic 
group, combined with Maui’s wide range of 
ocean conditions, created a perfect alliance 
and the invention of innovative new surf sports 
 — most of which now make up the largest new 
branches of surfing’s family tree. Tow-surfing, 
kitesurfing, foilboarding and SUP; sports that 
we now do on a daily basis have all seen their 
birth in the waters of Maui. 

Foiling is one such sport. Pioneered on 
Maui in the late 90s by the Strapped Crew, 
the sport had all but died in the mid-2000s, 
before making a dramatic comeback over the 
past several years with the new generation 
of athletes, led by young phenom Kai Lenny. 
Something that Cabrinha and his friends were 
pioneering in the 90s has now caught fire 
across a wide range of sports. 

Pete shared a key moment in the sport’s birth. 
“I remember the day foilboarding was born.  My 
friends and I were all trying the Air Chair™ for 
the first time; a hydrofoil waterski that you sat 
on top of while being towed by a boat or jet ski. 
On our first day using it, I think it was Laird who 
unbuckled himself from the chair, stood up on 
the thing and tried to surf it. Suddenly the lights 
went on.” 

As legend tells it, Hamilton and Brett Lickle 
headed straight home, took the foil off the chair 
and mounted it on a snowboard. They brought it 
back to the beach the next day and the Strapped 
Crew had another go. Years later, once the 
technology caught up, foilboarding has found its 
way into every watersport — on SUPs, kiteboards, 

surfboards and every boat imaginable. 
The common thread between all of these 

sports is that they were conceived on Maui. 
Cabrinha have been part of the pioneering 
process and that’s why Pete is so committed to 
having the brand rooted on the island. “We’re 
in this place because there is a well cultivated 
atmosphere of innovation here. The island’s 
pool of creativity is constantly renewing itself 
and inspiring new things.” 

CABRINHA HQ
A stone’s throw from Kite Beach and Kanaha, 
Cabrinha’s headquarters pulse with constant 
activity and enthusiasm — whether it’s about 
the day’s surf report, a new R&D breakthrough 
or even lunch plans. In Hawaii, ‘ohana’ means 
‘family’ and the relationships between the staff 
at Cabrinha run deep. 

Patrick Dunne, chief graphic designer, says, 
“Going down the line at this company, we’re all 
friends. I haven’t had many jobs like that and 
to be able to do it on Maui is the icing on the 
cake for me.” Whether going for a morning surf 
at Ho’okipa or an afternoon kite session on the 
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south side, the daily exposure undoubtedly
plays a significant role in the work they all
do together.

Although Cabrinha has been established
on Maui since the beginning, Pete emphasizes 
that the brand is globally-minded with a 
team from Europe, Australia, South America,  
Asia and beyond — all with an unrelenting 
passion for kiting and surf culture. The 
team’s global perspective paired with Maui’s 
anything-goes attitude coalesces into the 
super sauce for R&D. 

Pete says, “My staff and team know the 
attitude here is much more open than a lot of 
places. People are willing to try a lot of things 
without judgment or fear of not being cool. 
Anything goes here. Want to try something and 
see if it works? Do it.” 

Division manager Dave Hastilow agrees, 

pointing out that due to the near constant
windy conditions, there’s always time to try
new things. “When you’re able to go on the
water so often, you start to experiment. That
may be why so much stuff happens here; we 
have the conditions that allow us to play.” 

When Pete started developing kitesurfing 
equipment in 1997 it was just him and his friend 
Dan Bolfing. Through his partnership with the 
Pryde Group in 2000 and now boasting two 
decades of market experience, Cabrinha has an 
expansive distribution network and company 
culture squarely focused on the customer. 

Pete is quick to point out that he’s not 
interested in trends. “In terms of product 
development, I don’t like trends. My staff will 
tell you that I’m extremely reluctant to make 
something just because it’s trending. Let’s test it 
and see if it can evolve over time.”

Pete, hands-on
Pete in the early-early foil days 

Photo: Red Earth Media

Pete – 1982. 
Looks more 

familiar now 
though, eh?



THE NEXT 20 YEARS
“Everything in the last 20 years has got us 
to where we are today. And we’re clearly 
positioned in one of the most innovative and 
inspiring places on earth to take us into the 
next 20 years.” Pete believes. 

When asked where he thinks the needle is 
turning, he says, “Hybrid is a word that is part 
of the kitesurfing story and today the word is 
still relevant in design. The sport of kitesurfing 
is actually a hybrid of many sports which 
have come together in a spectacular way. 
Inspiration comes from many places and it’s 
fun to see how we can incorporate technology 
from other sports — even some that have no 
real connection to kitesurfing. Maui is a place 
where many of these different sports collide.”

With so much new technology riders are 
able to incorporate these mashups in their 
riding. Cabrinha test manager, Phil Sobolev 
says, “Because everyone here does a little bit of 
everything, whether it’s kiting, surfing or foiling, 
it’s only a matter of time where those worlds 
intermingle with each other. You start thinking, 
‘Maybe I can ride this with that other thing.’”

THE CROSSWING
Cabrinha kite designer Dudu Mazzucato 
has been part of the kite industry since its 
genesis, developing the first full 3D kite design 
software. He recalls how kiting ignited interest. 
“I remember when kitesurfing got popular,  
it brought people in from many other sports.  
I met many hang gliding and paragliding pilots 
that started to kite. They brought so much 
knowledge and a new perspective. Then 
skaters and wakeboarders brought new styles 
and moves.” 

The notion of hybrid is highlighted in the 
Crosswing. Back in 1979 Pete experimented  
with a hand held wing. Developing it with 
current kite inflation technology and comb- 
ining it with a foil is the very definition of 
hybrid design. Pete says, “It goes back to being 
on Maui and it’s the open-minded attitude 
here. There are many others who live here 
because of the freedom to push their athletic 
and product development skills to new levels.” 

I 0000 // U // A

The ever evolving realm of surfingPete on the Cross Wing

Moona Whyte
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FOILBOARDING
If you ask riders what’s next in kiting, they all 
respond with the same answer: foiling. Many 
years have passed since that fateful day with 
the air chair and foiling didn’t take hold until 
their construction developed in the kite racing 
world. Now that the technology has caught up, 
the possibilities feel endless.

Team rider and 2017 GKA World Champion, 
Moona Whyte, says, “Since it is so different 
from riding a normal board, both surfers and 
non-surfers alike are amazed at how magical 
it is. The best part is that you don’t need a 
good wave to surf anymore, which opens up 
a lot more options for people who don’t live 
somewhere with consistent waves like Hawaii.” 

Division manager Dave Hastilow admits, 
“Foiling has definitely turned into the biggest 
distraction in the office and the Hi-Rise Varial 
wings have opened up new ways to get on the 
water. With the one foil set, I can kite, surf and 
now use the Cross Wing – I have a lot of options.” 

Marketing manager James Boulding believes 
the foil revolution has blown the doors wide 
open for kiteboarding. He adds, “We’re finding 
new types of waves to ride and new, efficient 
power sources that are opening up our senses 
for adventure. The key with innovation is to not 
be stagnated when it comes to asking questions. 
Each question that we seem to answer in the 
development process leads to multiple new 
questions, which is really exciting.”

JUST ANOTHER DAY IN 
PARADISE
Having 20 years under their belt, Cabrinha 
still has an insatiable curiosity about what’s 
possible and has all the ingredients for more 
innovation to come — a visionary that’s been 
there since the start, a creative, global team 
willing to try anything and a home base unlike 
anywhere else in the world. With a mischievous 
grin, Pete says, “We’re just getting started.” 

Alma Tassi is a writer and editor based in Maui, 
Hawaii. almatassi.com KW

Magical Maui foil sesh



T
he rotor blades reverberated with a familiar ‘whop-whop-
whop’ as the helicopter touched down on the dull, grey, 
frozen surface. Polar guide Carl Alvey bundled out with his 

two clients as snow crystals filled the air, blasted into a frenzy 
by the downdraft. After hauling equipment from the belly of the 
aircraft, they crouched next to their sledges as it manoeuvred 
upward, away from their drop point near Narsaq, the most 
accessible southerly point of the Greenland Ice Cap.

The hulking sheet of ice smothers all but the fractured and 
mountainous coastline of the world’s largest island. Most of 
Greenland’s small population live along the western coastline, 
away from the barren interior which is largely the playground 
of curious adventurers. Less costly than the poles due to 
its greater accessibility, Carl believes, “Greenland offers 
incredible opportunities to those who wish to test themselves 
with a long-distance expedition.”.

Carl and his clients, Patrick, a surgeon from Luxembourg, and 
Chris, a banker from Australia, planned to ski 2,300 kilometres 

from Narsaq across the ice cap. They were headed to Qaanaq, 
a lonely outpost in the northwest and the home of the hardy 
indigenous people known as the Polar Eskimo. They set out for 
Qaanaaq in May 2019 without any outside support.

Polar travel is a game of patience. You pack a sledge full of 
supplies, strap on your skis and drive all your muscles forward 
to slide the dead weight along. You repeat that process day after 
day. A good skier might cover 40 kilometres in a day when the 
wind is low and snow conditions are kind. It’s a long road of toil 
if you want to cover thousands of kilometres and haul along two 
hundred kilos of equipment and supplies. Few people ever travel 
such distances on skis alone.

The remedy to this backbreaking work is the wind. Harness 
its power using a snow kite you can be dragged over the snow-
strewn surface at the speed of a car. Hundreds of kilometres can 
be skied in just one day. The flip-side is that it’s a damn sight 
harder to master than skiing and the consequences of messing 
up could lead to an unwelcome and early trip home with broken 

bones. However, when it all comes together, Carl (who is also an 
Ozone Kites sponsored athlete) says, “It’s one of the purest ways 
to travel on an ice cap in a polar environment.”.

The trio kite-skied the ice cap alongside each other, not 
straying too far ahead in case they lost sight of one another. 
Days were broken down into long kiting sessions of several hours 
with brief stops to rest and eat. This routine went on for 11 or 12 
hours a day until they settled into their tent at night. Evenings 
were spent preparing dinner from packets of freeze-dried meals, 
making repairs, checking the next day’s weather and logging 
diary entries – the rhythm of life on a polar expedition. It’s a 
rhythm that Chris, who was much more used to sitting in an air-
conditioned office, found refreshing.

“Spending a month on the ice cap and being forced to 
submit to its rhythms allows you to reconnect with the 
fundamentals of your own life. Storms are followed by 
sunshine; deep cold followed by a balmy evening; rough 
surfaces resembling a builder’s yard to skiing on silky snow.” 
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KEEPING RHYTHM:  

SNOWKITING 
THE 
GREENLAND 
ICE CAP
POLAR GUIDE CARL ALVEY’S TWO AMBITIOUS CLIENTS WERE A SURGEON AND A BANKER – 
THEY KITE-SKIED 2,300 KILOMETRES ACROSS THE GREENLAND ICE CAP IN MAY
W O R D S :  3 6 5  E X P E D I T I O N S  /  P H O T O S :  C A R L  A L V E Y
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“USING A SNOW KITE YOU CAN BE DRAGGED OVER THE 
SNOW-STREWN SURFACE AT THE SPEED OF A CAR. 
HUNDREDS OF KILOMETRES CAN BE SKIED IN JUST ONE 
DAY. THE FLIP-SIDE IS THAT IT’S A DAMN SIGHT HARDER 
TO MASTER THAN SKIING AND THE CONSEQUENCES 
OF MESSING UP COULD LEAD TO AN UNWELCOME AND 
EARLY TRIP HOME WITH BROKEN BONES.”

ehehe T eTT ppo

T e chillillill

the 60-year-old Australian recalls.
The first half of the journey was a slow burn. The 

southern half of the ice cap is known for being a little 
light on wind, so progress was slow for four of the first 
thirteen days. Skiing in light wind is what Carl calls a 
‘masterful art’.

“They did a lot of learning in the first two weeks.” 
he said. When kiting on vast Ice Caps one of the things 
you need to get right is the length of the kite line — the 
longer the better for catching wind; although too long 
and kites can become unruly. Most of the time Carl used 
a 50-metre line set-up to help move along in the low 
wind, but when the winds picked up speed he switched 
down to half that length.

In recent years kite designs have changed 
dramatically. Carl took the newly developed Ozone 
Chrono EXP. “This year it was a game changer with the 
development of the EXP and I was lucky to get my hands 



on one of the final prototypes. What a kite! Just what I had been 
looking for.” he says. (The Chrono V3 EXP has been developed 
for expert and expedition snowkiters as the ultimate high-
level open-cell foil kite, featuring a partially open cell leading 
edge and offers the ability to safely self-land a kite in extreme 
conditions on the snow.)

Despite being guided, Chris and Patrick weren’t Polar 
newbies. Between them, they had reached both poles and 
ticked off numerous journeys in the Canadian Arctic and other 
icy testing grounds. To kite-ski thousands of kilometres was 
a real step-up though, so they enlisted the help of Carl, who 
was working his thirteenth season on Greenland, and who had 
completed the same journey once before.

The 36-year-old Briton makes his living leading adventurous 
folk across icy wastes. Far from his home in the north of 
England, Carl now lives in west Norway on the edge of a vast 
and mountainous sub-arctic plateau; the ideal training ground 
to school clients in the dark arts of Polar travel. Spring is spent 

on the Greenland Ice Cap, winter on the Great White Queen or, as 
most know it, Antarctica.

The Greenland Ice Cap is featureless, except for the 
mesmerising snow patterns crafted by the wind. However, after 
a third of their journey and thirteen days, the team noticed a 
speck on the horizon. The eyes can play tricks on you in the 
glaring arctic sunlight, but as they skidded along, the speck 
morphed into a vast structure. A steel framed alien in a planet 
of ice and snow.

They had reached DYE-2, an American early warning radar 
station from the Cold War years. Abandoned within two hours 
in 1988, there are still beers on the bar counter and it remains 
untouched, except for a few broken windows. The 60-metre high 
radar dome protrudes from the building like a giant football.

“The station became a highlight, albeit a slightly surreal 
one.” says Carl. As they skied northward from DYE-2 the weather 
turned and winds began to reach speeds of 45 knots. Far too 
strong to travel safely with kites. They hunkered down in their 

large red tent, sitting out the howling wind. Thankfully it wasn’t 
a Piteraq (a menacing wind storm that rages across the ice cap, 
so strong that it can rip a tent from the ground and shred it).

After two days of waiting Carl poked his head out to see blue 
skies and blazing sun. It was time to move on and make haste - 
they were still 1,700 kilometres from Qaanaaq. The team weren’t 
too worried though, as north of DYE-2 the sun stops setting and 
hangs low in the sky. Using twenty-four-hour sunlight “you can 
kite as long as your legs hold out”, Carl reckons.

That is what they tried, covering 220 kilometres on one day. 
The weather was good for the most part - moderate wind in the 
right direction, clear skies and smooth snow. On some days the 
rhythm of the ice cap did however bring low winds and deep snow, 
which often slowed their progress to a halt. “The most challenging 
days were low wind days turning into a no wind day, with deep, 
wet, fresh snow, ending in whiteout conditions.” explains Patrick. 
It wasn’t all a grind. They revelled in covering huge distances 
using wind power alone and enjoyed simple pleasures, such as 
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“SPENDING A MONTH ON THE ICE CAP AND 
BEING FORCED TO SUBMIT TO ITS RHYTHMS 
ALLOWS YOU TO RECONNECT WITH THE 
FUNDAMENTALS OF YOUR OWN LIFE.”



snow bathing or supping the smoky delights of a small 
measure of whisky – one of the benefits of snowkiting 
being that you can travel a little more luxuriously than 
on skis alone.

After 30 days on the ice cap and 21 days of kiting, 
the trio reached their helicopter pick-up point, less 
than a day’s travel from Qaanaq. Plucked from their 
weeks of isolation, they soon began integrating back 
into civilisation as they slowly worked their way back to 
Kangerlussuaq and eventually Copenhagen via multiple 
flights. Now, after returning home, the three men have 
settled back into the humdrum of daily life, but the 
memories and lessons learnt from kiting untouched 
snow day after day may take a while to fade.

“The same rhythms we experienced on the ice cap are 
built into our own lives because they are a part of nature 
and that is where we come from.” Chris said.
Find more on Carl at: www.expeditions365.com KW
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“IT WASN’T ALL A GRIND. THEY REVELLED IN COVERING 
HUGE DISTANCES USING WIND POWER ALONE AND 
ENJOYED SIMPLE PLEASURES, SUCH AS SNOW 
BATHING OR SUPPING THE SMOKY DELIGHTS OF A 
SMALL MEASURE OF WHISKY – ONE OF THE BENEFITS 
OF SNOWKITING BEING THAT YOU CAN TRAVEL A LITTLE 
MORE LUXURIOUSLY THAN ON SKIS ALONE.”

Take cover and fluff your feathers

TheThTT wawawawaititititi orforf wiiwindndndndndn

Cool co-ordination. The pick-up
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Full fire approach, always. The show was on for GKA 
Kite World Cup Cape Verde in early 2019
Photo: Ydwer van der HeidePhoto: Ydwer van der Heide



B
orn in 1994, Airton is now 25, but was just nine when he first
held a kite. When an Italian guy who owned a kite school 
in Cape Verde came into his life in 2004, Airton’s future 

pathway opportunities changed. Libero saw a kid rich with talent 
and energy but poor in opportunities. I can only imagine what 
Airton was like at that age, but having first met him in 2014 at 
a Red Bull event in Sardinia, three further world championship 
titles haven’t gone to his head since.

‘AI’ always seems so consistent in terms of his spirit and is 
aware that he was given an opportunity that few other island 
boys get. Luck isn’t the story here, though; he spends more time 
in the water than anyone I know.

Libero developed a trust from Airton’s mum and when Airton 
was 12 he legally adopted him and took him to Italy where he 
attended school from 2007 but, more importantly for Airton, he 
got to compete in his first national junior championship that 
same year. By 2009 he was Italian Junior Freestyle Champion.

The Cape Verdean riders have dominated the GKA Kite-Surf 
World Tour’s wave and strapless freestyle podiums since the 
tour began in 2016. Matchu Lopes won the inaugural season and 
since then Airton has claimed a hat-trick of back-to-back titles 
(including this year) adding to the KSP crown that he won in 2011.

Heading into this season’s final event in Brazil in November 
should be a parade lap for him, but Airton doesn’t look too far 
ahead. His next event means as much to him as his last... but 
not as much as putting on the best show he possibly can for 
the crowds... as anyone who has seen him ride in the flesh will 
tell you.

There must be thousands of epic clips on cell phones that 
were shot on various beaches around the world when people had 
an alien encounter with Airton... all of which would go viral.

An alien landed in the world of kiteboarding when
Airton Cozzolino started kiteboarding in 2006. Streaking

to the top of a sport that was very difficult for him to
even have an opportunity to start, the 25 year-old Cape 

Verdean is authentic and credible, yet humble, charming, 
fun and, of course, phenomenally talented. You just don’t 

meet many people like Airton Cozzolino in a lifetime. 
Best of all for me is that he still simply enjoys pushing his 

abilities to the maximum, carries no ill will for anyone 
and is maximising his water time on this planet before 

surely being bound for the next galaxy.
I N T E R V I E W :  J I M  G A U N T
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His heart is in the water
Photo: Svetlana Romantsova
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Tell me about your first kitesurfing experiences.
The first time I ever tried was in 2004 when I met a Japanese girl 
called Tomoko Okazaki. She lives on Maui, but was visiting Cape 
Verde. I was surfing and saw something flying in the air. She said 
it was a kite and that I could have a little go, but I just flew away. 
I said to her “Never again!” I got a bit scared and then left it until 
2006 when my father Libero helped me into it.
Was kitesurfing a big thing on Cape Verde at the time?
Mitu, D’Jo, Titik and all those guys were already kiting. I always 
saw them but it was really hard to get gear. I didn’t want to keep 
going up to them saying, “Hey can I borrow your kite” because it 
was hard enough for them to get gear and if something broke it 
was hard to replace. But anyway, I just left it alone because I 
was a bit scared. When I met my father, he said, “Oh you have to 
try, you have to try...”. He became my official teacher in 2006 and 
by 2007 I was already competing in the junior championships in 
Italy. In 2010 I did some Italian wave events, finished second, 
entered my first PKRA event in Dakhla and then started doing the 
KSP international events in 2011.
Are you competitive?
I want to do well at events, but I never say, “I’m going to be 
World Champion”. My dream was just to become one of the 
professionals, it wasn’t specifically about winning events.  
I mean I want to impress the people, but I don’t want to go out 
and destroy another rider. I just want to try to do something that 
no one has done before. That’s my goal. But if you beat me once, 
for sure when I come back I’m gonna try to destroy you in the 
re-match and take the devil out there with me! Every heat I just 
go out trying to impress the people and the judges. If you focus 
too much on beating someone you’re going to become nervous.

Can you tell me about when you met your adopted father?
I first met him in 2004. I went to the beach to surf every single 
day instead of going to school. One day he stopped me and said, 
“Hey man, why aren’t you in school?” I said, “No, no. I just like 
to surf.” That’s how we met. One day he came over to give me a 
banana because I’d been surfing in front of his school for hours 
and hadn’t eaten at all. After that we started talking some more 
whenever we met on the beach. He said, “I can teach you how to 
kite if you want?” I said, “Yeah but I’m a bit scared because I’ve 
tried it before”. After that everything came automatically. I think 
it’s something that god gave me.
Does he still have the school?
It’s closed because I told him to stop for a bit so he can relax 
and maybe in the future I can open my own school and do the 
same thing he did. I’d like to help kids. But first I’m going to 
do my best to try to win more competitions and when I drop to 
sixth or seventh in the ranking, then I’m just gonna quit. Once I 
get a lower ranking then I’ll have to train even more, I’ll become 
angrier and stop what I love.
How do you feel about all your fellow Cape Verdean 
competitors? You seem to have a special bond that other 
countries maybe don’t have?
It’s because we come from nothing. Getting gear is super 
difficult, but then we have great conditions. Sharing the passion 
that we all have for the sport is what makes the Cape Verdeans 
the best riders on tour. We had to fight to get to where we are 
now and it wasn’t easy. Mitu was the first and he had to fight 
all the way up on his own, so he’s a big motivation for the kids.
He was an inspiration for me, too. I see kids get in the water in
the morning, they don’t eat anything and stay in the water all
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Matchu Lopes raises Airton’s arm on the Sotavento 
podium after another titanic battle between the Cape 

Verdean pair in 2018. Sharing such competitive drive 
has tested their relationship during events, but they 

still have purely good vibes off the tour
Photo: Tom Brendt / Tillmanns Team
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day. They’ll eventually come out, find something sweet to eat and 
then go out again until dark. They don’t do it because they want 
to be someone, it’s because they love the sport and that’s what 
makes better riders. That’s when they can find sponsors and do 
this life because they’ve just naturally been training for it.
Does it feel special to return home? Do people come up 
and ask how your life is now and what you’ve been doing?
Yeah, a few kids ask me what they have to do, so I always tell 
them to try to be calm but to do something with passion. A lot 
of kids say, “Oh I want to compete here, or there. I’m gonna have 
sponsors and I’m gonna be one of the best.” To me, if they think 
like that, they’re already not going to make it. I think to have 
potential you have to go on the water because you love the sport 
and want to stay in the water all day every day. For me it’s always 
because of passion for the sport, not because I’ve ever wanted 
to be like ‘that guy’.

Libero
Photo: Ydwer van der Heide / GKA Kite World Tour
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Is being a pro as good as you dreamed it would be? Being 
world champion and being able to do the sport and get 
paid for it?
Ha ha, I didn’t dream to become four time World Champion.  
I cried when I won my first one, though. The second one was fun 
and then I cried again when I got my third. Now I have my fourth 
on paper, but it will only be confirmed and crowned after the last 
event in Prea. Every single heat of every event... I just want to do 
my best. I don’t think about the end of the year. When I think only 
about the events, I win the events, and then keep winning until 
eventually I know I’m going to win the title. It feels good, but I 
feel the same as I did when I was a kid. I’m friendly with everyone 
and I never think to introduce myself as a pro kiter. I just say I’m 
Airton, I live in Cabo Verde.
For the first three years of the GKA you had some tight 
battles in the finals with Matchu in particular. Lots was 
made of the fact that you were best friends. Is that still 
the case, or do you think you’ve separated a bit since you 
compete so closely?
Things change a bit and I think that happens for every athlete. 
We both want to win, so for sure when we’re in a competition 
there’s a bit of fight, you know? In a competition I think he wants 
to destroy me and I want to do my best, so it’s always like this. 
It’s not the same as when we were kids because we didn’t have 
something to fight for then. We didn’t expect this, but now we’re 
here we both just do our job and I think that’s why competition 
kind of destroyed our relationship. When we’re not at events 
we’re still on a good vibe though, for sure. It must be so hard for 
him right now missing events with his injury.
Some of my favourite times watching you have been 
when you know that you have a chance in front of bigger 
crowds. You always ride so well at Sotavento and Tarifa in 
particular. Tell me about those places.
My favourite competitions have strong winds and if there are big 
crowds on the beach then my mind goes crazy. I just want to 
do the show, not to show off, but to show everyone something 
special. I like people screaming, whereas a lot of riders don’t 

When revengen is ththe n , ii, ccc m sss ed devilll
Photo: Ydwer vav G A itKite Wee rlr d Cd Cd upup M occoc oo

I 0 7 2  /  I N T E R V I E W  /  A I R T O N  C O Z Z O L I N O  I

O



I 0 7 3  I

N I“SHARRRIINNGG THHEE PAAASSSIIOONN THHAATT WWEE AALLL HAAVVE FOR
THE SPOOOORRTT IIS WWWHAAAT MMAAKKEESS THHEE CCCAPPEE VEERDDEANS

. WTHE BESSSSTT RRIIDEEERRS OONN TTTOUURR. WWEE HAAAD TTOO FFIGGHT TO
W .GET TO WWWHHEERRE WWWEE ARREE NNNOWWW AANDD IITT WWAASSN’’T EEASY.”



manage to perform well when there are a lot of people watching. 
My mind set has always been training for this. The more people 
there are, the better I’m going to do.
One heat that will always stand out in my mind was your 
heat in Tarifa against Ralph Boelen this year. Do you 
remember that one?
Yeah, the wind was so light.
It was also the first double event where we had Freestyle 
riders and Kite-Surf riders competing at the same spot in 
the same week. All the freestyle riders were waiting to 
start their competition directly after your heat.
For sure. Yeah I remember, I remember.
You ripped out some of your best powered handle-
passes. Do you feel that strapless freestyle has 
something to prove?
I think a lot of strapless riders don’t like light wind conditions 
but, as I was saying before, if you go for fun, even if it’s light 
wind, it doesn’t matter. I just want to go out and try crazy stuff. 

I wasn’t even using a really big kite. I had my 11 metre while a lot 
of people were on 12s or 13s. I was good, jumping and doing stuff 
and I think I got the highest score of the event so far in that 
lighter wind. I think the freestylers were surprised. Ha ha. Doing 
313s without pressure on the board is pretty sketchy; it’s hard. 
If I have a lot of power in my kite and no pressure on the board 
it makes unhooked strapless freestyle even more technical.  
But yeah, it felt good and when I got to the hotel later I saw and 
heard all the stories from the freestyle guys. That was fun.
Tell me about your vision for strapless freestyle. For at 
least the first few years you were a long way ahead, so do 
you think the discipline is in danger if people don’t catch 
up to you soon?
No. The gap was so big before. I was the one that all the guys 
had their eye on, but I think now the level is going even crazier. 
I’ve still only lost three times in my career in pure strapless 
freestyle; twice to Matchu and once to Camille Delannoy in the 
singles in Brazil last year. I feel like all the athletes want to beat 

me so hard, but that’s made them even stronger. Everyone’s level 
is getting higher and higher.
Are you still fighting to be allowed into the King of the Air?
Yeah, that’s always been my dream. It’s not easy to get there 
because of freestyle politics. I think they’re scared that if I 
go there and do strapless then maybe I’m going to destroy the 
event for the freestyle riders. Maybe people will hate on me.
Do you think you could win riding strapless, though? Do 
you think you could be extreme enough, like with your 
kite position and things like that?
Even here in Brazil I never think about whether I’m going to win. 
I just go out and do my stuff. It’s harder to feel like you should 
win. I’ve been unsure about whether I’m going to win or not since 
2010 and since then I’ve won a lot, so I’m still unsure. I just try 
to do my job.
Really?
Yeah, for sure. This is a positive thing and if I go to the King of 
the Air I’m not going to say, “Oh yeah, I’m going to win.” Maybe 
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I’ll go there and feel nervous. My comebacks at Morocco and
the world record I set at Fuerteventura and then things like the 
flat 3s – I always said they were impossible, but then I did them.  
So although I never say I’m going to win, now I just think nothing 
is really impossible.
We’ve got to talk about your come back in Morocco this 
year. Eight back-to-back heat wins in the double elimination 
after losing to Reece Myerscough in the single elimination 
quarter finals. What was going through your mind?
He had the best waves in that quarter final and I didn’t find any. 
The judges called interference on one wave but they didn’t have 
the proof, so the result stood. I got angry and the next day I 
said to my family that I was going to win it. I was recovering 
from an ankle injury but said, “I’m going to break my foot, I don’t 
care, I’m going to do all I can to win.” I had nothing to lose.  
I managed to win and fuck, it felt good. You’re so angry at losing, 
and then when you win you’re stoked, but then in the end you feel 
the same, ha ha, because this is something I love to do.

Sylt, Germany. At his best in front of cheering crowds
Photo: Svetlana Romantsova / GKA Kite World Tour

“III HHOOPPE TOO OOPPENN AA SSCHHHOOOLL FFOORR TTHE KIDS,
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At home at Ponta Preta prior to the GKA Kite World Cup Cape Verde event
Photo: Ydwer van der Heide

Believe in the impossible
Photo: Ydwer van der Heide / GKA Kite World Cup Morocco
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You mean there’s not much difference between winning 
and losing?
There is not much difference. I mean if you’re losing you need 
like two days to feel angry and bad about your performance. Even 
when winning you’re super happy in the moment, but then you 
feel the same. You know what I mean?
I can only imagine!
You need two or three days. Maybe you can’t sleep because you’re 
so angry, but then when you win, you’re so stoked. You celebrate 
and after one or two days you feel the same again. That’s my 
feeling anyway. I think if an athlete wants to do things for their 
fans or their sponsor, then it becomes so hard to lose, because 
you want to show off to people that you are the best. I don’t do 
it for anyone, just for me.
How do you feel when people say that wave riding isn’t 
the strongest part of your game, and that maybe you use 
your kite too much?
Yeah people used to say I was using my kite too much. A lot of 
people said I’m better at strapless freestyle, so I wanted to 
show them I can do well in waves too, so I did. I became less 

progressive and I’m less powerful now. I’m just going for style 
and fluidity.
So you’ve just changed your style for competition?
I changed for competition, yes. You have to do what judges want 
to see. It’s okay. I’ve changed and now I do it like this.
You must be one of the most all-round watermen in the 
world right now...
Errr, not really. I just go out and have fun. I mean I can stand-up, 
surf, windsurf and I’m entering a SUP competition in El Salvador 
soon. When I have time I’ll go SUP, but all the events are very 
similar times to the GKA, so it’s not really worth trying to do 
everything. We have to travel a lot already.
So it’s not a motivation for you to be seen as a waterman 
in that way?
No, I go for fun, bro. I don’t want to impress in all the sports; 
just kiting.
We’re just a few days away from the start of the final tour 
event in Brazil. How many hours will you spend on the 
water today?
Pfff! It used to be a lot more. I’d always stay in the water for 
like six hours non-stop, eat something and then go again. Now 
I’m doing an hour-and-a-half in the morning and the same in 
the afternoon. It’s better for the body to do less to help reduce 
injuries. When I hurt my ankle after the event in Mauritius I had 
to spend 20 days off the water. Imagine that for me! Fuck, it 
felt like two years, but 20 days is nothing really. Even when I’m 
travelling a lot I do push-ups and stuff to try to keep in shape 
because I’m afraid of injuries.

Who do you respect in watersports?
Kai Lenny. He’s a real sporting guy, a great motivation. He’s good 
at everything.
I know you’ve spent some time on Maui with him. We’re 
featuring him next issue and I have this crazy shot of 
all the boards in his garage. You seem to be constantly 
travelling. What do you do with all your gear?
Maybe it’s necessary for him to have all his different boards at 
home. For me it’s not. If I have a board that I know a kid needs, 
I’ll be more stoked to give it to him. I like to give my boards away. 
I don’t really keep them.
What do you think you would be doing if kitesurfing 
hadn’t come into your life?
I’d be a fisherman. And I’d be surfing.
How many languages do you speak?
Me? Ha ha. I speak English, Portuguese, Spanish, Creole, Italian 
and some words in French.
Where is Airton Cozzolino going?
Where is Airton Cozzolino going? To the moon! He’s going to the 
moon man, flying high. Nah, I don’t know. Where am I going?  
I’m going to win this event, bro. And then to the bar to enjoy it.
Do you even think what you might be doing in ten years? 
Having a family maybe?
Yeah for sure, in ten years I want to have my own house in Cabo 
Verde for my family. Like I said,  I hope to open a school for the 
kids, to give them a better future and to teach them about how 
the sport really is.

Kiteworld editor Jim Gaunt is also the official GKA event reporter KW
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WSW is a hub of useful equipment, technique and 
inspirational features and videos for wing-surfing and 

other hydrofoil related board sports. 

@WingSurfWorld



TEST SCORE KEY:
KITE BALANCE POINT SCORES / 10:
BUILD QUALITY: 1 = Sew it yourself / 10 = Indestructible
FULL PACKAGE: 1 = Pigtails sold separately / 10 = Comes with its own wind
LOW END: 1 = More power in a handkerchief / 10 = Like a raging bull
TOP END: 1 = Force 3 feels like gale force 8 / 10 = Feels manageable in a hurricane.
STEERING SPEED: 1 = Barely turns / 10 = Blink and you’ll miss it
TURNING CIRCLE: 1 = Most pivotal / 10 = Likes to scrape the water
POWER THROUGH TURN: 1 = You won’t notice it turning / 10 = Could move a house
BAR PRESSURE: 1 = Light as a feather / 10 = Get down the gym
WATER RELAUNCH: 1 = Superglues itself to the water / 10 = Cat on a tin roof
DRIFT: 1 = Always at the edge of the window / 10 = Goes directly with the wind.
BOOST: 1 = More lift in a wet towel / 10 = Heading for space
HANG-TIME: 1 = Short haul flight / 10  Long haul flight
UNHOOKED: 1 = Collapses or pulls your arms out of their socket / 10 = Who needs a chicken-loop?
EASE-OF-USE: 1 = Makes you book more lessons / 10 = Makes you look good

BOARD BALANCE POINT SCORES / 10
BUILD QUALITY: 1 = Warrantied for the weekend  
 10 = Hand it down through generations
FIXTURES AND FITTINGS: 1 = Some chance of assembly / 10 = Accessories from the Gods
SPEED: 1 = Whales will overtake you / 10 = Induces wrinkles in your cheeks
POP: 1 = Like a lead balloon / 10 = How’s the view?
DRIVE: 1 = Constrained in chains / 10 = Fuel a space mission with the energy
FLEX: 1 = More movement in a concrete slab / 10 = Bends like paper
COMFORT: 1 = Like riding over rocks / 10 = Like cruising on fluffy clouds
LOOSENESS: 1 = Lacks direction / 10 = Like its on rail tracks 
GRIP: 1 = More traction in a tea tray / 10 = Like a Formula One car
UPWIND: 1 = “We’re all about the downwinders anyway” / 10 = America’s Cup challenger
SLIDER PROOF: Yes / No
FREERIDING: 1 = Makes flat water feel like moguls / 10 = Ride fresh powder every day
FREESTYLE: 1 = Stuck to the water / 10 = Responds best to rough treatment
EASE-OF-USE: 1 = Build your own / 10 = Features auto trick learning button
*DT = Didn’t test, so not prepared to score

TESTING-TESTING
Although we test gear for two solid months a year in
Cape Town during January and February, we also test for
the rest of the year in a range of conditions in the UK.

Our testers don’t set out to find the best products 
for pro riders, but instead focus on what’s important for 
every day riders. Senior tester Chris Bull is 49, has been 
kiting for 20 years and tested more gear than anyone 
we know, outside of gear developers themselves. He 
runs CBK-Hayling Island (www.CBK-haylingisland.com),  
a lively school, club and shop and understands what 
riders really need from their purchases. Jim Gaunt is 40, 
editor of Kiteworld, has been kiting for 16 years and rarely 
rides the same gear for more than a couple of sessions, 
so has a detailed understanding of current directions / 
trends. Rob Claisse joins us for foil testing – founder of 
Progression Sports, he makes kitesurfing instructional 
videos, runs training camps and has helped the BKSA 
develop their hydrofoil training syllabus.

THIS ISSUE THERE’S A PURE FREERIDE THEME WITH PLENTY OF ALL-ROUND WEAPONS,
BUT YOU’LL NOTICE A DEFINITE LEAN TOWARDS HELPING YOU GO BIG QUICKER!
FEATURING THE CABRINHA SWITCHBLADE AND FX, OZONE EDGE V10 AND SLINGSHOT
RALLY GT V1 KITES AS WELL AS THE ELEVEIGHT MASTER AND NORTH ATMOS TWIN-TIPS

2020 BIG TINGS
Rob Bully Jim
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TEST TEAM NOTES:
Hands down this is always one of our favourite twin-tip 
freeride kites to review because over the course of 15 years, 
the Switchblade has been tweaked, but never messed around 
with. Each iteration takes a step forward, never back, or even 
sideways. You can’t fault the build quality either and this year 
the addition of the Nano ripstop material makes for the most 
beautifully taut looking canopy in the sky as well. Very clean 
shaven and always well-presented. Just solid... and draws 
comments from the beach.

The Switchblade is also every bit as polished as the class 
leading kites in terms of what it delivers to you as a rider when 
it comes to out-of-the-bag plug and play freeride / freestyle 
performance. It talks to you in a very smooth and predictable 
manner that’s very easy to understand. There’s no waffle, no 
excess. It’s clear and precise.

The Switchblade has always been built to maintain shape 
and dependability, whatever the conditions. At times, over the 
years, it has felt very manly and meaty in its power delivery; 
two days later you may still have had an imprint in your back 
from your harness and have grown quads like the hulk after a 
windy session. Having said that, the Switchblade has always 
represented the pinnacle of freeride twin-tip riding for that year 
and Cabrinha sold thousands upon thousands. It may have been 
powerful, but if you’ve ever got into a luxury car, shut the door 
and appreciated the reassuringly clean thud as the door closed, 
it’s that sort of class that you get with the Switchblade.

Over the years and through development the Switchblade has 
become more usable and less physical for a great many more 
riders, but has never lost its key characteristics, which are: good 
low end performance and very easy access to lots of torque and 
power at the bar. You can pull on the bar and the power delivery 
is always very consistent.

In average nine metre weather this is a very approachable 
and user-friendly kite for anyone, but once you start getting 
to the point where the wind blows strongly and you move into 
the top 40% of the kite’s wind range, then the power and rock 
solid stability of the five strut Switchblade starts to show itself 
again. The reason that riders are able to go so high and so far on 
a Switchblade is that, even though this is a more powerful kite 
than most at its top end, the way it manages and delivers the 
power is always so smooth. If you’re able to hold a lot of power 
through your board’s rail, then because the Switchblade doesn’t 
buffet back and forth in gusts as much, you’re able to approach 
your take-offs smoothly and consistently... and when you send 
the kite and sheet in, you go to the moon.

However, Bully’s 15 year-old son Ethan (70 kilos) has had 
several sessions on it and he told us that he really enjoys the 
Switchblade because every time he sent a jump he got exactly 

the same reaction from it and the same experience because of 
the steady way it moves through the window. Not super fast, 
but not slow, either. He said every time he sent the kite up he 
always got the same feel and that it was really difficult to make 
a mistake.

At a better rider’s level, what the Switchblade offers the 
advancing freerider is that same formidable consistency. Once 
you start going for multiple spins, the Switchblade is often 
a much more successful platform than other kites because 
it’s not overly reactive which therefore makes it difficult to 
oversteer. There’s more bar pressure needed to start a turn on 
the Switchblade than on the Bandit, for example, so whenever 
you’re up in the air and / or spinning, you can benefit from this 
very constant experience the whole way through.

Breaking it down further, the Switchblade has one steering 
speed. It doesn’t start slowly and then whip quickly through 
its turn like a lot of three strut hybrids. You’ll find the same 
personality whatever you’re doing. For example, in stronger 
wind the kite doesn’t become faster and more technical, it just 
becomes stronger and more powerful, but at the same time is 
still silky and isn’t snatchy because it doesn’t luff forwards or 
stall backwards in the gusts.

So whether you’re an intermediate or an advanced booster, 
you’ll benefit from the clean and consistent handling. The 
Switchblade isn’t for wave riding, and although the kite loops can 
be epic, this isn’t the easiest of kites to send for fast and drivey 
kite loops when you’re just getting into them in strong winds. 
Looping the Switchblade in lighter winds is fun, so don’t be put 
off, but the Switchblade doesn’t compete with those three-strut 
hybrids that offer fast turns for wave riding and lots of range 
for jumping and spinning kite loops. The moment you step on 
to a kite like that though, with faster turn initiation and tighter 
turns, you lose out on the hangtime and overhead stability that 
the Switchblade offers.

In this freeride / jumping category, the Switchblade is one of 
the top contenders. Perhaps what stops it being absolute top 
dog is that at its very very top end, you still need to be physically 
strong yourself to deal with it.

However, what you’re looking at with the Switchblade is a 
comfortable and reasonable top end that mixes with a very 
rewarding bottom end. Most riders don’t want to push their 
kites to their extremes. Ridden in its low to mid range (as most 
riders do) the Switchblade is exceptionally easy to learn to jump 
on because the lift zone overhead is large. Combine that with 
the speed that the kite carries through the window and it rarely 
flies out of the window where it would drop power. If you’re 
still not sending the kite with perfect technique for jumping, 
the Switchblade doesn’t punish you, so in terms of consistent 
delivery, this is one of the best.

For high level riders, don’t worry, this isn’t a Switchblade 
‘light’. When you start pushing it in 70% of wind range and over, 
you’re rewarded with the tremendous oozing of Switchblade 
power. In normal winds it’s fantastic, but to ride this nine metre 
in 30 knots plus you need to be 85 kilos and above.

As you’ll read in the FX review, the Nano tech canopy cloth 
and new Overdrive Modular bar are highly prized items this year.
SUMMARY: Essentially this is a very similar Switchblade to last 
year, but with the continued adaptation of materials and quality 
attention to detail tweaks. In general the Switchblade can make 
confident boosters look like the best and most stylish riders on 
the beach, such is the predictability of its behaviour. In regular 
winds this is still a favoured unhooked freestyle kite for much of 
the Cabrinha team, so hence the name, the Switchblade can still 
be an adaptable weapon in different conditions.
KW LIKED: In a world of constant change, it’s good to know that 
the Switchblade is still around, helping riders shred on a twin-tip 
with smooth and predictable performance that leads to really 
clean riding styles and lots of fun sessions.
KW WOULD CHANGE: If you’re purely looking for twin-tip 
performance, the Switchblade is hard to beat, but if you’re 
looking for a more cross-over experience, look at the Moto. 
SWITCHBLADE BALANCE POINTS: 
Build quality: 9
Full package: 9
Low end: 9
Top end: 7
Steering speed: 4.5 
Turning circle: 6
Bar pressure: 5.5
Water relaunch: 8.5
Drift: DT
Boost: 9
Hang-time: 9
Unhooked: 7
Crossover: 6
Ease of use: 8.5 (In normal winds)
SIZES: 14, 12, 11, 10, 9, 8, 7, 6, 5 and 4m
www.cabrinhakites.com 
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TEST TEAM NOTES:
The FX is a much more C-shape design than the Switchblade, 
retaining its width across the canopy and down into the beefy, 
solid, square wing tips. First impressions looking at it are that 
this is a machine with a greater freestyle focus.

We tested the FX in sessions ranging from 20 – 30 knots. The 
immediate feel of the kite overhead when you launch it the first 
time is that it has a very constant sense of power, especially 
when you’re close to 30 knots, even in its rest position. There’s a 
pull in your harness that tells you that the FX is ready for action.

Last year the FX improved its low end capabilities and 
became a much more usable tool in regular conditions. Prior to 
that we thought that although it had one of the most incredible 
top ends (you could easily hold it in very strong winds), it lacked 
a bit of oomph at its bottom end. So while the nine metre in 20 
knots was a favourite of lighter riders, heavier riders found they 
needed to generally take a bigger size.

That’s no longer the case. The FX is perfectly tuned as a nine 
metre and, while still retaining great high wind capabilities, it 
does take a certain amount of skill to be able to manage its high 
performance drive in those winds.

In really strong winds we needed to employ some classic 
powered riding technique, pushing hard through the back foot 
because the FX is quite C-like in its handling. If you’re used to 
that sort of riding, then you can unlock some truly fantastic 
performance. This is a player that likes to hang with the hardcore 
– but in a really modern and approachable C-kite way.

The FX feels very stable, particularly when you drop it low in 
the window and lock it in, driving forward in unison with your legs 
pressuring the rail of your board. This is an excellent platform for 
loading up on because the FX doesn’t cough or splutter when it 
flies forward cleanly.

You can be quite bullish on the bar and the kite doesn’t 
wander off easily. In around 20 knots this is a really good weapon 
for showing off your unhooked tricks. It’s so very steady and you 
can tune the front bridle via three different knot settings for: 
‘more line slack’, ‘standard’, and ‘more depower’.

We rode with the bridle knot on ‘standard’ for both test 
sessions and this really is an all-round setting. Cabrinha  
state that by switching to the ‘more depower’ knot, you’ll 
open up the kite’s arc which provides greater boosting and  
looping performance.

When you’re forceful with it, the FX moves swiftly and 
cleanly and with moderate bar force initiates turns very nicely. 
Now being more powerful in its C-kite style abilities, the FX 
also kite loops with real drive and intent. What kite loopers 

will love is the way the kite really throws itself heartily through
the first half of the loop with a lot of pull. The drive through the 
remaining half of the window is pretty much automatic, giving 
you confidence. However it’s that loading of tension through 
the lines that you feel through the first half, when it stretches 
the rider out in the sky as the kite loops, that many really grow 
to love. The FX dips nice and low round the bottom of the loop, 
creating a really good amount of drive and pull, so although 
the loops are really credible, at the same time the kite gives 
the pilot a lot of confidence.

In terms of the straight jumping performance, the trajectory 
of the FX is much more up and down than the Switchblade; 
the Switchblade of course having much more steady lift and 
hangtime. The FX is more nimble and the downloop / heli-loops 
feel more instinctive. The FX has more strings to its bow – in the 
right hands.

To boost on the Switchblade you generate speed, edge into 
wind and sheet in. The sweet spot for going big is massive, so 
it’s great for easy jumping rewards. On the FX you need to send 
it back faster in the window and edge harder to get the rip off 
the water. If you like being aggressive then you can really hang 
the FX out to the side of the window on a boost because of its 
square tips and then let it drift overhead and catch you on the 
way down. In general, the FX is a much more playful machine and 
when you’re a confident rider you can tune into it very quickly.

Once again, it’s a very instinctive kite and that is also 
because it retains a bit of power; it doesn’t shut off to zero. 
Good intermediate riders and above often find that this can 
really clean up their style, especially for transitions. When 
you drift the kite overhead and into the new direction, you 
always have positive power. You never come to a complete 
stand still and run the risk of over depowering the kite and 
dropping down. In other words you need to do less with the 
bar and just go with the flow, which in general is what the FX is 
all about. It’s fluid, but definitely suits a rider who leans more 
towards freestyle and kite loops than just doing transitions 
and straight boosts.

Build quality this year is as good as ever from Cabrinha and 
the new exclusive Nano ripstop cloth feels strong, but also keeps 
the canopy looking super tight in the sky. Cabrinha also use one 
of the easiest inflate valves in the industry which any normal 
pump hose twists onto without the need of any adaptors. The 
Overdrive Modular bar this year, while still being more broadly 
built than many, is tremendously well featured, the highlights 
of which are the multiple chicken-loop options allowing you to 
choose the perfect attachment for the style of riding you do and 

your harness, eg. for rope sliders or for unhooking etc.
SUMMARY: The FX is right up there when it comes to delivering 
real freestyle potential but also a superb adaptability for 
aggressive, high-wind big-air riding. That said, it’s not the 
easiest of the all-round three strut hybrids on the market and 
riders of lesser ability will reach the top end of the kite sooner 
than on some other kites in that category, but it’s just so well 
suited to purposely advancing twin-tip freeriders. Great fun; if 
you had to take one kite to ride with a twin-tip on a deserted 
island for a year, there’s nothing you couldn’t do with this.
KW LIKED: Now offering good access to power, the FX is ideally 
tuned for high performance riding, crossing the boundaries 
impressively from unhooked freestyle to big air and kite loops.
KW WOULD CHANGE: There are some nine metre kites that 
can manage very strong wind more easily than the FX. This isn’t 
something we’d change, but something to be aware of depending 
on your ability and how to choose your sizes according to the 
conditions you ride in.
FX BALANCE POINTS:
Build quality: 9
Full package: 9
Low end: 8
Top end: 7.5
Steering speed: 7
Turning circle: 5
Bar pressure: 5.5
Water relaunch: 8
Drift: DT
Boost: 8
Hang-time: 7
Unhooked: 8
Crossover: 7
Ease of use: 8
SIZES: 14, 12, 10, 9, 8, 7, 6 and 5m
www.cabrinhakites.com 
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TEST TEAM NOTES:
The Ozone Edge’s legacy actually spans more than the ten years
its V10 model title might lead you to presume. Ozone don’t 
release a new model each year; only when there are suitably 
emphatic improvements. In fact, in this swept back, high-
aspect design’s long standing history as a real big air / hangtime 
machine, the solid respect its garnered is probably why we see 
more and more kites like this back on the market.

So, at this time of year (very windy autumn in the UK) we were 
a bit disappointed when an 11 metre rather than a nine metre 
arrived at the office. We usually feel that there’s an optimum size 
for getting the biggest jumps possible, and an 11 metre usually 
isn’t it.

The Edge has always been a dependable rocket to the moon 
when you’re on an eight or nine metre in 30 – 40 knots. Just 
boom. But anyway, it’s good to try other things and open our 
minds... and perhaps Ozone wanted to send us a message 
and make a statement, because in fact this 11 metre delivers 
hangtime for days!

We tested the 11 metre in regular 15 – 18 knot winds, but 
then also during a session where the wind really ramped up 
close to 30. Everyone else was on eight and nine metre kites 
and yet we were able to hold on to the 11 without having to pull 
on lots of depower.

Yes, it needed some good board handling skills, but because 
the Edge loves racing through the window and is high-aspect it 
handled the stronger gusts with great poise.

We’ve always enjoyed the Edge because it shoots you upwind 
and lets you ride super fast but also hold your board’s edge 
with control for a long time. Getting just the right amount of 
tension in your lines is easy so that when you send the kite up 
and sheet in you exit the water very cleanly. That edge control / 
take-off relationship works really well because the kite delivers 
such a refined management of power with lots of very fine 
sheeting control.

The bar pressure is medium, just where it should be, making 
it hard to oversteer and yet still isn’t tiring to use for long 
sessions in light or strong winds.

Going into the test our premonition was that the kite would 
feel relatively slow (we’ve been testing eights and nines most of 
the autumn), but in fact the 11 works very nicely because there 
is a lot of on-demand sheeting power, so when you crank the 
bar in, you really power up. Although it’s not as quick as a nine 
metre, it’s not far off and feels much quicker than your average 

12 metre. The extra canopy overhead probably also gifted us such 
lengthy and stable hangtime distances.

It takes very little skill to sheet in and get up to high speed 
very quickly. But what really takes the Edge up a notch and sits 
it amongst the most modern high-aspect freeride kites is that, 
although you have a lot of power, the aerodynamics are so clean 
that it always drives forward without yanking you and allows you 
the best chance to engage your board’s rail very cleanly. Plus, 
you never have those moments where you’ve overtaken the kite 
because its dropped back in the window during a gust and then 
powers up brutally, pulling you hard. Good kites like the Edge 
allow you to essentially hold down more power and still ride 
smoothly. If you like to boost, this is the recipe for getting the 
biggest jumps.

The turn is very predictable, so when you pull on the back of 
the bar to send the kite up the whole kite turns, you sheet in and 
whoooop, up you go. The hangtime goes on forever but what’s 
nice is that it’s in good proportion with your boost, so the jump 
has a nice arc to it. What’s also nice is that what we’ve found 
in several of the best hangtime kites, like the Switchblade this 
issue, what gives good hangtime seems to also provide good 
stability and lift. The Edge in particular creates so much lift that 
you never feel as though you’re suddenly falling out of the sky. 
Once you do start falling, you fall slower than on other kites. The 
Edge is nimble and heli-loops with ease and each heli-loop gives 
you more lift, so it’s a win-win situation. You can dump the power 
whenever you want, but in general the Edge holds on for up to 
30% longer. It’s got a great grip and is king of the pull-ups!

Three kites have really made the big air headlines in this 
focussed high-aspect marketplace in recent years. The Edge 
hangs with the Core XR6 and the Duotone Rebel (our last test 
was the 2019 Rebel), but is even a bit quicker. The XR6 is the 
easiest and most comfortable of the three and it’s hard not 
to like the Rebel in windy conditions, but the Edge separates 
itself in terms of just a shade more stability and surely a bit 
more top end range. As it’s more high-aspect it’s less physical 
to fly at its top end, flies higher into the wind and naturally 
carries a bit more speed. That said, it is a bit more technical to 
fly at times and requires a little more delicate touch being so 
high aspect. It’s just a slightly different flavour and will satisfy 
any existing Edge fan or any rider looking to rule the skies at 
their home spot.

What also separates Ozone is the manufacturing control 

they have using their very own factory that also builds all 
their paragliders. Producing only their gear there, you can 
feel a unique detail in all their kites. There’s no fat, no extras, 
just beautifully smooth finishes and just the right amount of 
materials, which always deliver great aerodynamic performance 
in the air. Ozone’s V4 Contact water control bar was updated last 
year, features a smooth trimming cleat (that you rarely ever need 
to use) and a neat click-in chicken-loop safety. The safety line 
runs up the middle of the bar outside of the plastic coating that 
covers the centre lines, so it’s as free as possible to kill the kite 
should you ever need to pull your release.
SUMMARY: Hand up: who wants to ride really fast, be able to 
manage loads of power and boost over the hills and far away with 
pinpoint control? The Edge offers far more than that though, in 
terms of great low end drive, real sheet-and-go performance 
and impressive rock-solid stability whatever the gusts. All that 
is mixed with swift handling and response to make this a very 
dynamic big air machine that, although holds a huge amount of 
power, isn’t overbearing in its delivery. 
KW LIKED: Steady height and immense hangtime. You may need 
your GPS to get back to where you took off.
KW WOULD CHANGE: The Edge turns smoothly and swiftly, but if 
you’re looking for a big air and kite loop combination, there are 
kites more suited to that. The Edge will loop, but it turns in on 
itself rather than really driving round the bottom of the window 
which the more tailored kite loop kites can do.
EDGE V10 BALANCE POINTS:
Build quality: 9
Full package: 9
Low end: 8.5
Top end: 9
Steering speed: 5
Turning circle: 3
Bar pressure: 5
Water relaunch: 8
Drift: DT
Boost: 9.5
Hang-time: 9.5
Unhooked: 4
Crossover: 4 (Pure performance twin-tip freeriding)
Ease of use: 8
SIZES: 19, 17, 15, 13, 11, 10, 9, 8, 7, 6 and 5m
www.ozonekites.com 
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TEST TEAM NOTES:
The Slingshot Rally had a long and successful life and has been 
such an important part of Slingshot’s success over the years. 
A super-accessible sheet-and-go kite with a very swept, bow-
shape, it relaunched like a dream but was also very easy to jump 
with and, in the smaller sizes, was often used as a wave kite.  
It would be hard to replace.

We didn’t know anything about the Rally GT before we got hold 
of it, and were expecting a faster Rally, but no, this is an entirely 
new shape; now more rounded and with a compact ‘retro C’ 
shape canopy and stubby wing tips. It has also dropped from five 
struts to three, but of course is still obviously recognisable as 
a Slingshot, designed with the unmistakeable strength adding 
features, such as Split-Strut technology alongside the new ‘4x4’ 
canopy tech material.

Having also recently launched their new five strut big air kite, 
the Raptor, Slingshot were able to really look at splitting the 
Rally in two. They say the GT is their most jack-of-all-trades kite, 
taking riders from the learning phase all the way up to perfecting 
their tricks.

No doubt when you pump the kite up via Slingshot’s super-
efficient (and the original) One Pump system, the GT is a sweet 
looking kite that’s obviously well built with lots of strong 
seams to spread the load. The leading edge is also thick,  
in keeping with the kite’s tighter, more rounded shape. You 
could run this kite over and it would still maintain its shape, 
which is typically Slingshot.

On the water the Rally GT is eager and quick, combined with 
plenty of power. As soon as you go out on your first run the GT 
feels very easy and intuitive to ride. Dip the kite, sheet in and you 
have plenty of power and it’s very easy to continue generating or 
managing power as you ride along. Being lower in aspect than 
both its predecessor and the new Raptor, the GT sits further 
back in the window, so is a bit more physical on the legs once 
the wind picks up and you move into the upper third of the kite’s 

wind range. More crucially for a kite like this that’s aimed at the 
intermediate market, in its low to mid range the GT is fun and 
really rewarding to jump with. Send it back overhead and sheet 
in; you don’t have to be really precise and there’s decent lift and 
steady hangtime.

The Rally has always produced a lot of power and was blessed 
with a lot of hangtime prowess, but was wider in shape, therefore 
less reactive and relied more on pure sheeting power. It was a 
much more one dimensional product in that respect. The GT 
delivers good power but is more manoeuvrable and has more 
drive. It turns in on itself quicker and is generally more playful. 
You can certainly learn to kite loop on the GT and have a lot of fun 
throwing the kite around as it spins pretty quickly and without 
much of a yank, so that’s great for building your confidence.

It may not quite have the upper range of the Rally and 
also doesn’t depower to zero, but it has superior turning, 
manoeuvrability and is a more modern version of an 
intermediate’s kite. The sport has moved on since the Rally’s 
main heyday and now even relatively inexperienced riders are 
starting to ride surfboards and even hydrofoils. The GT is built 
to progress with you in whichever direction you wish to go 
without the need for a new quiver of kites. (Note: they even 
have a three metre, which really reflects the new fashion in 
small kite foil riding.)

The manoeuvrability mixed with healthy low end power means 
that you can definitely get on a smaller size early with this kite, 
which really helps with those more specialised directional 
board disciplines. Mixing just the right amount of sheet-and-go 
performance with quick manoeuvrability means that when you’re 
riding the kite in its mid-range you can pretty much do anything 
with it. Whip it into and out of turns on your surfboard or foil, or 
sheet in to get a bit more power when going over a difficult white 
water section; the GT will manage the terrain with ease.
SUMMARY: Thanks to its easy power, depower, excellent 

relaunch and very robust build quality, the Rally GT can go from 
being an excellent school or rental kite, all the way through your 
boosting progression and first kite loops and even into the start 
of your unhooked journey. The GT will then even stay with you in 
its smaller sizes when you want to try wave riding or foiling.

Experienced and advancing freeriders will probably be looking 
for something that reaches into that extra 20% of performance 
in areas like boosting height or shut-off drift for wave riding, but 
the GT will easily deal with what 80% of the kitesurfing market 
will ever achieve.
KW LIKED: A really brave move by Slingshot to step away from 
one of their most successful kites, but the GT is a much more 
manageable kite to help intermediate riders progress through 
kiteboarding’s spectrum of riding styles.
KW WOULD CHANGE: Some man-handling needed in strong 
winds, but the nature of this kite is to help riders progress easily 
in normal conditions.
RALLY GT BALANCE POINTS:
Build quality: 9
Full package: 9
Low end: 8.5
Top end: 7
Steering speed: 7 
Turning circle: 6
Bar pressure: 5.5
Water relaunch: 8.5
Drift: DT
Boost: 7
Hang-time: 7
Unhooked: 6.5
Crossover: 8.5
Ease of use: 8.5
SIZES: 14, 12, 9, 6 and 3m
www.slingshotkites.com 
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The ever robust Slingshot control bar is available 
with above and below-the-bar trimming options





TEST TEAM NOTES:
Although Eleveight have now been around for a few seasons, 
we had our first taste of the Master last year and as an initial 
experience of a new brand we were really impressed. You may 
have read our RS review from issue 100 – and will know that 
there’s a lot of respect going on for the very connected and 
polished ride feel and performance that Peter Stiewe and his 
team are delivering.

The Master is billed as a performance freestyle and freeride 
twin-tip and has quite a generic outline suited for all conditions 
and types of riding. Generally everything about this board on the 
outside is understated, while on the inside a paulownia wood 
core provides a tuned flex pattern in different areas of the board 
and the carbon reinforcements control twist response.

The Master’s top sheet has just a few details, with a small 
step down at the rail to help a bit with board-offs but isn’t as 
deep as we’ve seen elsewhere. On the base of the board there’s 
a double concave between the footstraps that goes into three 
channels towards the tip and tail. The ABS rail is bonded 
beautifully cleanly and is quite thick from the centre of the 
board to outside the footstraps before thinning out towards the 
tips for more flex in that area. The thicker, stiff central section 
provides efficient get-up-and-go but allows for a softer, playful 
feel from the thinner profile shape and softer flex in the tips.

The double concave is only moderate so doesn’t soften the 
ride too much, but just enough to add a real sense of comfort 
and air suspension. If you want a quick comparison between 
the two boards on test this issue, this is a bit lighter than the 

Atmos and more flexible. The Atmos is faster and sharper in feel, 
whereas the Master responds and flexes more easily. Eleveight 
have managed to produce a board that literally anyone of any 
level could get on, ride well and enjoy. Delivering oodles of grip, 
it doesn’t feel sharp and bitey, but is more fluid and comfortable.

Don’t mistake the high rider comfort for a lack of 
performance. We’ve literally done everything we can do on the 
Master, from raleys-to-blind to board-offs because it responds 
very well on take-off and landings and offers a great level of 
comfort for committed, hard landings.

The Master is more playful in all conditions. A deeper 
multi-stage rockerline means it’s not quite as fast as some 
performance boards, but is super easy to ride and aids 
performance in all situations. The 42cm width delivers stability 
for a broad spectrum of riders and the channeling underneath 
adds grip when you land / ride the board flatter.

Once again, a really good size board for us at 139 x 42. The 
overall design is fairly understated which will suit a lot of people 
and the Eleveight Airgo pads are soft memory foam with a 
moulded footbed for great grip and a sense of connected control. 
Lots of available movement and stance options while the single 
Velcro footstrap keeps things simple and yet is supportive and 
comfortable. Overall, the Master is finished really well, looks 
good and is definitely tough enough for any hard riding situation.
SUMMARY: The Master is a real all-rounder with the softer 
rail, more generous style of rocker and width in the hips taken 
from a wake-style board, but with the added comfort and speed 

management of a freeride kiteboard. The Master isn’t the 
fastest, sharpest or lightest, but it’s a genuinely good board 
for everyone, with enough directional traction as a first board, 
all the way through to smooth load, pop and grip stability on 
landings for a pro. That’s a really difficult blend to achieve and 
you always have fun with the Master whatever the conditions.
KW LIKED: No limits, playful feel with easy control.
KW WOULD CHANGE: It’s not a dominant master in any one area, 
but is a true jack-of-all-trades, so there’s nothing to change.
MASTER BALANCE POINTS:
Build quality: 8
Fixtures and fittings: 8.5
Speed: 7.5
Pop: 8
Drive: 7.5
Flex: 7
Comfort: 8
Looseness: 5
Grip: 8
Upwind: 8
Slider proof: NA
Boots applicable: Yes
Freeriding: 8.5
Freestyle: 8
Ease of use: 9
SIZES: 142 x 43, 139 x 42 and 136 x 41cm
www.eleveightkites.com 
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TEST TEAM NOTES:
The re-birth of a manufacturing powerhouse with a totally new 
brand and design team at the helm – interested?

The Atmos is North KB’s performance freeride / big air steed, 
favoured by Nick Jacobsen and Graham Howes. High expectations 
weren’t let down in either of the two versions that the Atmos 
comes in. We tested both the Hybrid (paulownia wood core with 
strategically placed unidirectional carbon tape) and the Carbon 
model (paulownia wood core with a full carbon laminate lay-up).

We’ve literally tested these boards, but mostly the Hybrid, 
in everything from the most awful high tide chop to more 
dreamy flat water in a wide variety of winds. The carbon 
version is certainly stiffer, but comes with a bigger price tag 
(close to €1,000), so if budget is important to you, then the 
hybrid version has the perfect amount of flex for someone 
within normal weight boundaries and actually feels more 
progressive in terms of the way it flexes in its tip and tail.  
If you’re heavier than 85 kilos then the Carbon version’s 
stiffer flex will probably suit you more (in this size). Equally, 
if you’re a more hardcore rider then the carbon is also for you. 
If you’ve got a grand that’s just burning a hole in your pocket, 
then you can also ride the carbon version all day long, too.  
If we’re honest, it is gorgeous! Both shapes are the same.  
But honestly, day to day, we’d probably opt for the hybrid.

Both boards are really well built and laminated. The sandwich 
of the top and bottom sheet with the ABS rail is very strong 
and gives no impression of peeling. Bully held on to both these 
boards for a month and let’s just say, as usual, he’s done some 
beach riding and some shallow beach tuning and they still look 
mint. Well bonded and sealed there’s certainly an evident level of 
high quality and production. 

This 138 x 41cm size fits bang in the middle of most of the 
freeride twin-tip sizes we test. It’s a really all-round size and, 
although there’s not much difference in actual size between a 
42 (which we test a lot of) and a 41cm wide board, this Atmos 
is ideal as a 41 for our sizes (lighter than 80 kilos) because it’s 
just that bit more gunny and fast. Combine it with a fast and 

boosty kite, like the Orbit, and it matches really well, because it 
accelerates quickly and also holds speed. 

There is a little groove in the deck of the board near the rails, 
cut out to hold on to during board-offs (but the handle is of high 
quality too if you’re using that). Flip the board over and you’ll see 
a light single concave between your feet which develops into four 
more detailed channels in the tip and tail.

Like most good freeride twin-tips at the moment the Atmos 
features a stiff central section which helps the board get up to 
speed quickly and allows it to maintain the positive rocker line 
when pushed hard.

For a board that in many ways is quite generic in terms of its 
design in the bottom sheet, there’s a nice combination of grip 
with a bit of softness and isn’t so taut in the tip and tail that it 
requires a lot of energy to switch from your heelside to toeside. 
The fins are quite long and wide rather than short and tall,  
so you get quite a lot of fin area, but it’s spread out. This helps 
for a playful feeling when sliding the board round.

What’s important in a freeride board is the ability to throw 
buckets when turning on a small wave and the Atmos has a very 
smooth amount of grip in the tail and grips well when pushed flat 
against the wave face.

The primary reason we really like the Atmos is the sharp edge 
grip and clean release, however this board isn’t just a bitey, 
sharp, all-or-nothing knife. There’s a smooth carve characteristic 
here, too. This is a more firm ride than something like the Jaime 
which we tested recently, or the Eleveight this issue, but it’s still 
a bread and butter ride that anyone can get on with straight 
away. While this isn’t a really carvey board like some twin-tips 
we’ve tested this year, it’s the strong and positive bite and 
control at speed that make the Atmos stand out. There’s good 
get up and go in lighter winds, but it really shines when you’re 
looking for stronger wind control and smooth bite for loading 
up big take-offs. That extra firmness gives progressive riders 
the clean talk-back and response that they will be looking for 
without adding technicality to the ride.

This board is a real player in the performance freeride market 
and beautifully well built. The first version of the stock Flex North 
pads / straps we felt needed a bit more coverage and more snug 
foot coverage, but as usual with accessories it all depends on 
your feet. North’s partnering with Mystic means that you could 
easily opt for the new Mystic Marshall footpad / strap system, 
which is top level and that would make a killer combination with 
the Atmos.
SUMMARY: Overall the Atmos delivers shed loads of grip, 
progressive bite and a great turn of speed. It’s light enough and 
does everything you need a top level freeride board to do without 
being technical to ride.
KW LIKED: Quick acceleration and yet easy riding characteristics 
with superb bite and release all add-up to exactly what you want 
from a freeride twin-tip for most conditions.
KW WOULD CHANGE: The footpad and straps weren’t quite as 
supportive as on other models, but this is an easy fix. The board 
itself is a cracking bit of kit.
ATMOS BALANCE POINTS:
Build quality: 8.5
Fixtures and fittings: 8 (board, insert quality and handle)
Speed: 8.5
Pop: 7.5
Drive: 8
Flex: 7
Comfort: 7.5
Looseness: 4
Grip: 8.5
Upwind: 8
Slider proof: NA
Boots applicable: Yes 
Freeriding: 8.5
Freestyle: 7.5
Ease of use: 8
SIZES: 144 x 43, 141 x 42, 138 x 41, 136 x 40 and 133 x 39cm
www.northkb.com 
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No ordinary ‘back and forth’ location riding
Photo: Andre Magarao / CrazyFly Kiteboarding

It’s mostly about this deep and only soft sand!
Photo: Andre Magarao / CrazyFly

Sam Light, Long Bay flat water action
Photo: Jason Lee



If you’re looking for smooth, comfortable progression, you’ve found the right location. You’ve probably seen alluring action videos 
from many pro riders and teams that were shot here, but the TCI’s (Turks and Caicos Islands) are especially ideal for beginner to 
intermediate kiters who want the rush of kiting, without the fuss or danger. You’ll usually be riding your ten to 17 metre kites with 

your twin-tip, so this is usually bigger kite riding, but so many people enjoy that. The main spot is at Long Bay beach — a three mile long, 
soft white sand strip, lined with beautiful accommodation and water conditions that are suited to all levels of kiter.

So, how does it work? Favourable kitesurfing conditions in 
the Turks and Caicos come from a combination of trade winds, 
combined with a strong thermal induced wind that’s generated 
by the 90 mile, shallow Caicos banks.

If you’re looking to shoot your King of the Air entry video 
while here, you will be disappointed because this is a much more 
gentle wind, averaging around 15 knots from the east. However, 
the winds tend to turn on at sunrise and you can be kiting all day. 
This isn’t your typical sunrise and sunset thermal wind – it’s just 
generally ‘on’ all day, though you may experience a lull between 
around 1 and 2pm at the peak of the midday sun and then a 
stronger increase in the afternoon. 

While generally this can be a more expensive location to 
reside than some other Caribbean destinations, the conditions 
are undoubtably more consistent, with a ten month wind season 
and a phenomenal 90% average of kite-able days in that time 
(depending on your gear of course).

Unobstructed for miles around, there are 41 islands and 
cays to discover in these waters while enjoying some of the 
smoothest winds you could hope to find. The absence of gusts 
will only aid your progression.
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- A GUIDE TO KITEBOARDING
IN TURKS AND CAICOS

TOO LATE! YOU’LL NEVER GET THIS CARIBBEAN DREAM OUT OF YOUR MIND. 
THE ISLAND OF PROVIDENCIALES IN THE TURKS AND CAICOS ARCHIPELAGO 

OFFERS ONE OF THE MOST RELIABLE, SAFE AND INVITING LOCATIONS  
FOR HOLIDAY KITEBOARDING

Sam Light, holiday mode
Photo: Jason Lee



GO LONG
Most of the kiting is focused at the far east end of Long Bay 
beach where the winds are side onshore, the beach is nice and 
wide and the water is mostly shallow enough to add confidence. 
Most people go from the public launch near Shore Club down to 
Sea la Vie.

The shallow Caicos banks allow you to easily remain in waist 
deep waters, especially at low tide, for up to a mile from shore. 
In addition the bottom surface has been groomed, which took 
years. All you’ll find are stunningly blue, crystal-clear waters, no 
shorebreak, no rocks, urchins, sharks or unfriendly fish – just a 
gorgeous white, sandy bottom and no need for booties.

You can expect beautiful flat water for your riding pleasure 
here with very easy access and this is where most of the schools 
and centres are. At low tide you’ll also find lovely flat water for 
freestyle. This is one of the safest and most comfortable ocean 
kiteboarding experiences in the world. The only area where you 
may experience a slight wind shadow is towards the north end 
of the beach where it curves a little behind the land / buildings. 
If you’ll be taking your foil gear, check in with the local schools 
for the best high tide times. Kabir from Villa Esencia reckons 
that a good mast length for here is around 70cm and, with some 
knowledge, you should be able to utilise that a lot of the time. In 
fact, there would only really be the odd times in stronger winds

with bigger chop / swells that you’d want a longer mast anyway.
You’ll find high-end, luxury accommodation nestled along 

Long Bay beach and you can launch from anywhere, so this isn’t 
just a convenient place to kite, it’s also a very pretty location to 
look back on from the turquoise waters.

Long Bay is the main location for kiteboarding and, although 
the beach front accommodation is top end, if you don’t mind a 
short walk or even a little drive, then you’ll find more inexpensive 
but still good quality accommodation options close by.

While on the subject of accommodation and settings,  
if you’re coming with non-kiting partners or family members, the 
gentle winds help keep the weather cool and refreshing without 
anyone feeling like they’re getting sand blasted or in danger of 
being blown off the beach. You may therefore have more success 
in encouraging them down to the beach to watch you than you 

might have experienced on other kiting holidays.
Finally, one more option to note for Long Bay is the superb 

option of a downwinder, Long Bay to Bugaloos on the south side 
of the island – which is a very pictureque journey, passing some 
very nice homes and rustic shoreline. It takes about an hour 
and at the end you can hit Bugaloos restaurant for lunch. Either 
organise for a friend to pick you up, or you can get a taxi back 
(though just be aware that taxis on the island can be pricey).

GRACE IN FAVOUR?
Little more than a five minute drive from Long Bay (on the 
opposite (north) side of the island), although Grace Bay is a 
popular tourist location with many luxury resorts, shopping and 
nightlife options, for kiteboarding much of the beach is in a big 
wind shadow in the prevailing east / southeast directions. If you 
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Two miles off Long Bay beach is La Famille Express, a Russian built 
oil rig service ship that was grounded during the strong winds of 
Hurricane Frances in 2004. Now kiters love to circle it
Photo: Andre Magarao / CrazyFly
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venture far enough west on the north shore you’ll start to get to 
good winds again and it’s possible to ride off the beach. Basically, 
the further west you go, the better, and you can find some waves 
on this side, too. Do look out for a popular local restaurant and bar 
called Da Conch Shack as you can also kite right off their beach! 

Northeast of Grace Bay, more adventurous kiters can try 
Emerald Point’s Leeward beach in north-northeasterly winds if 
looking for waves. The reef is about half a mile out and is fun, 
but be careful at lower tides when the sharp coral reef starts to 
stick up. Check with kite shops for the best reef spots to kite.

ELSEWHERE?
As you can imagine from looking at the images in this feature, 
there are countless special ‘secret’ spots just a short boat ride 
away, such as up by Dellis Cay channel.

If you’re looking for the best waves, a boat charter is a 
must and Kite Provo and Big Blue offer these. You can do wave 

adventures with these companies with or without a boat and 
there are a lot of spots to hit through the entire archipelago, 
so you’d be crazy not to book a session with a guide for an 
unforgettable experience. Do go with a guide though rather 
than hunting waves on your own, as the barrier reef is mostly far 
offshore, so for these spots having a boat is a necessary safety.

A half-hour drive from Long Bay will bring you to NorthWest 
point where you’ll find deep waters, potential for waves and a 
unique environment with coral heads and great snorkelling. Be 
aware of stronger currents and winds in this area, though.

Chalk Sound is another beautiful, white sand, shallow water 
area with small islands that are fun to jump over.

Finally, North (Island) between North and Parrot Key there’s 
an excellent downwinder, from North to Provo. Definitely 
organise to go with a boat again, but this is a gorgeous 
environment, with mangroves, flat waters, small islands and 
plenty more super-fun terrains.

WIND, WEATHER & WATER
Only in the winter, from December to March, will you need any 
sort of neoprene, when a 3mm neoprene top is recommended. 
If you’re planning on going during that time, book early as TCI’s 
get booked up in advance. Having said that, this is almost a year-
round kiteboarding location, except for September / October and 
you can expect steady and reliable conditions with 350 days of 
sunshine and very little rain throughout the year.

It’s really summer all year round here, though you might want 
a light sweater in the cooler evenings during the winter months.

WAIT, WHAT ABOUT THE 
HURRICANES? 
TCI was severely hit by Hurricane Irma in 2017, but from a tourist 
point-of-view has recovered 100%. You literally wouldn’t know 
that anything happened and the re-builds are better than ever.
Hurricane Dorian had no impact other than more rain than 
usual. Statistically, September is the most vulnerable month for 
hurricanes, but typically there is very little wind in September / 
October, so these aren’t the months for you anyway.

TOP TIPS
There’s much to explore around the beautiful island of 
Providenciales, but the local taxis can be well over-priced.  
So rent a car, but don’t leave any valuables in it as there is a bit of 

Maps: Google

You’ll never want to leave...
Photo: Andre Magarao / CrazyFly
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petty theft on the island. There are no public transport services, 
but there are some bike rentals, however, overall this isn’t the 
best biking environment for getting around.
Another good tip that you might not have clued into yet is the 
importance of using reef safe sunscreen. The snorkelling and 
diving in the TCI’s is incredible and the locals would like it to stay 
that way, so please save your skin, the animals and the ocean at 
the same time.

OFF THE WATER
Long Bay on the southeast coast is the quieter side – more rural
and features mostly large estate homes as well as some small
condos. This area is great for families and non-kiters – with
shallow waters for kids, palm trees and tiki huts for shade for
non-kiting partners. The locations are spacious and the beach is
quiet for long sections, offering a peaceful walking environment
and there’s almost always a good breeze to keep you cool.

Grace Bay often does NOT have breeze due to offshore
winds and wind shadow from land and buildings. The ocean is
also busier and deeper with breaking waves on the beach. It’s
stunningly beautiful, but perhaps these elements are more of a
concern if you have a young family.

TCI mostly offers a luxury set-up with great accommodations,
hotels, restaurants, easy driving and well stocked supermarkets.

Grace Bay is the main shopping/nightlife area, where
you’ll find lots of high end condos, good shops and top class
restaurants. For good local food try Mr. Groupers for their fish.
Most restaurants are casual so you can go in shorts, T-shirt and
flip flops and only a few have more stringent dress codes. 

IGA Gourmet (close to Long Bay) offers a good mix of general
supermarket and whole food shopping. For healthy living you
can get everything there – including lots of gluten-free, vegan
and organic options. Food is expensive though and you can
save by bringing some of your own, such as granola, cheese,
etc. Also note that there are no alcohol sales on Sundays in the
supermarkets or liquor stores.

The only places really to avoid are the Bight and Five Cays at
night. TCI isn’t a third world location by any stretch, but these
aren’t really tourist areas.

Our long time kite acquaintance, Chris Moore from Kite Provo,

knows the importance of a social scene!  Here are his tips for 
a far better weekday calendar than you normally have for your 
Monday to Friday nights at home:
Monday & Tuesday: Happy hour at the pool bar in the Shore Club 
Resort on Long Bay beach 
Wednesday: Conch shack party on the beach 
Thursday: Fish Fry local street party – do not miss this! 
Friday: Happy Hour at the famous Grace Bay Club with fire dancing

NO WIND?
Your accommodation will usually be well set-up for various
luxury and fitness activities, but if you’re coming to this area
it’s highly recommended to book an eco SUP / kayak tour to see
the real beauty of the island. Expect to see sea turtles, baby
sharks and to learn about the collective consciousness of the
Mangrove Forest.

GETTING THERE
Right now, TCI businesses tell us that most of their guests come 
from Canada and the USA, but there’s a growing number from 
Europe and Brazil who are finding these waters to their liking.
International access from USA, Canada and the UK is great and 
Providenciales is only an hour and 15 minutes flight from Miami. 
There are other direct flights from many cities in USA, Canada 
and also the UK (on BA via Antigua). Long Bay is just 20 minutes 
drive from the airport.
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Only friends underwater
Photo: Andre Magarao / CrazyFly Kiteboarding

Boat charter freedom
Photo: Kite Provo

Boat charter is the way to go 
Photo: Andre Magarao / CrazyFly

The launch at Caicias Villas

“Unobstructed for miles around, there are 41 islands and 
cays to discover in these waters while enjoying some of 
the smoothest winds you could hope to find.”
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USEFUL CONTACTS:
KITE PROVO AND SUP PROVO 
Established in 2006, Kite Provo offer lessons for all levels, 
hydrofoil and directional boards too!

They also stock a full service rental centre including hydrofoil 
boards, paddleboards and kayaks.

Why not book kite adventures with or without a boat to 
explore the waters in and around an amazing 40 islands and 
some of the most beautiful spots you can imagine!
www.kiteprovo.com
reservations@kiteprovo.com

VILLA ESENCIA
This small, high end boutique resort is situated directly on 
the beach with only ten units, each set in a very private and 
lush natural environment. They especially cater to kiters with 
compressed air, self launch and landing posts, rental boards 
(including light wind doors), tiki huts and palm trees for shade. 
Located at a prime spot for wind, whether you’re a beginner or 
a shredding foiler. Non-kiting family members and small kids 
will also find themselves at home here, with SUP’s, kayaks and 
snorkel gear available.
www.villaesencia.com
ritama@villaesencia.com

CAICIAS VILLAS
Beachfront Caicias Villas property is perfectly located on 
the renowned kiteboarding beach of Long Bay. Consisting of 
five fully-equipped, modern villas, surrounded by 2.2 acres 
of tropical landscaping, there is also a stylish pool with 
whirlpool, golf putting green and an on-site state of the art gym.  
The ample beach space directly in front of Caicias Villas offers 
self-launching poles, an air compressor for your kites as well as 
complimentary SUPs and kayaks to discover the bay.
www.caiciasvillas.com
welcome@caiciasvillas.com

BIG BLUE COLLECTIVE 
Join this adventure company to see the best of the Turks and 
Caicos Islands, above and below the water. Built on decades 
of pioneering exploration and adventure, their ecotours are 
incredible. They also offer boat charters, snorkelling, kayaking, 
paddleboarding, diving and, of course, some amazing kitesurfing 
adventures as well as lessons.
www.bigbluecollective.com 
info@bigbluecollective.com

TRAVEL AGENTS
PLANET KITESURF HOLIDAYS
www.planetkitesurfholidays.com
info@planettravelholidays.com

Thanks for their contributions to this feature:   
Chris Moore @ Kite Provo 
Kabir Jaffe @ Vila Esencia 
Hope LeVin @ Caicias Villas 
and Philip Shearer @t Big Blue Collective KW
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Discovering the archipelago
Photo: Andre Magarao / CrazyFly
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“Stunningly blue, crystal-clear 
waters, no shorebreak, no rocks, 
urchins, sharks or unfriendly fish 
– just a gorgeous white, sandy 
bottom and no need for booties.”



KITEFRIENDS 
P RU
THE BEST SPOT N ZIL!

Kitefriendsluxpousada.com
kitefriends2013@hotmail.com

Tel/WhatsApp +55 (85) 9776 2145 / +55 (88) 8112 0772

Pousada: 
16 spacious rooms with air conditioning, fridge, queen & king size beds, TV with 
international channels, safe, tropical & continental breakfast, jacuzzi, super quiet

At the beach: 
Kite & new wind-surf center, lessons and rental, IKO instructors, 
Hydrofoil lessons, shop, equipment new and used, beach fashion. 
RRD, Eleveight, North, Duotone, Airush, Ion, 
Mystic, Ocean and more



F
ast forward six months after documenting my first week 
as a fledgling foiler... and I am afraid to say that very little 
progression had occurred. Why? Well, I got stuck pondering 

what foil set-up to buy and it seems I wasn’t yet confident 
enough to go solo, which brought back memories of the hurdles I 
overcame in learning to be an independent kiter.

I eventually took the plunge, accepting my clinic leader 
Rob’s advice, deciding on an IC6 850 wing from F-One, and then 
a custom mini foil board from my friends at Appletree, who are 
based up the road from where I live in Lisbon, Portugal. ‘Black 
Betty’ (Bam-ba-Lam) was finally born and I was excited and ready 
to take my progression to the next level. Or so I thought...

What a buttery smooth magic carpet ride ‘Betty’ is (once 
I got going), but oh dear what a huge step backwards I had 
to take. Spending time stagnating over kit had made me 
lose some of my skills and I was nowhere near the level I left 
off when I learnt six months earlier on Langebaan lagoon.  
My new set-up had a faster, more advanced foil (I learnt on the 
slower, more beginner suited Shinn ‘P’ wing), a taller mast, but 
also a lighter, higher volume board and it required a different 
technique for my strapless waterstarts. I wasn’t able to get 
going easily at all! The gear choices I made would hopefully 
eventually see me through taking my progression to the next 
level, but I felt pretty foolish in having to re-learn the basics. 
I had no idea how vastly different foiling equipment could feel 
from one design to another!

Rob said he’d get me back to progressing quickly by booking 
on to his upcoming foil camp in Viana do Castelo, Portugal (just 
a four hour drive for me). Planet Kitesurf Holidays were handling 
all the arrangements and I hoped it would be that easy when it 
came to performing on the water.

I went to Viana before the start of the clinic to get some 
practice in as I’d only had my gear a week. On checking into my 
enormous balcony room at Feel Viana, the most amazing luxury 
adventure sports hotel, and in meeting my awesome new camp 
pals and finding out what the week was about to hold, I no longer 
cared how good or bad I was and felt in extremely safe hands.

I piled away a vast and delicious breakfast knowing I needed 
to stockpile on calories for the first day. Rob and Danny from 
Progression took care of the morning’s first briefing on the 
hotel terrace, making notes on the kiting experience and style 
of all five ‘students’, our struggles and what goals we had for the 
week. Most people wanted to learn ‘360s’. I wasn’t sure that was 
within my reach; I still wanted to nail riding along while sitting 
on the board!

We were all really different, not just in terms of level but down 
to the way we learn. Rob and Danny appreciated that some of 
the group liked deep analytical feedback, while others (like me) 
needed more visual aids. Thankfully we were going to have a mix 
of coaching styles that included photo and video, BBTalkin radio 
coaching on the water, beachside tips and each morning there 
would also be in-depth briefings.

STEPPING BACK ON BOARD
My first hour left me frustrated as my waterstarts weren’t 
consistent and I was losing energy and patience. Even worse 
were my gybes; I created so much line slack everytime I turned 
that my kite went down which had never been an issue in the 
past. Thankfully, Danny caught up with me on the water and, in 
between my own expletives, I heard him shout, “Just look where 
you’re going when you turn as you keep looking at the kite!”.

It seems I’d fallen into bad habits without realising and the 
slower foil I had previously learnt on was forgiving enough to 
allow for bad technique. Danny’s quick feedback was all it took 
and I was ‘S’ carving again without a problem from then on.

After a break, Rob also moved my mast back a bit. I don’t 
think I would have known to do this myself as I had presumed 
that as I rode with it all the way forward on the Shinn board, 
I’d apply the same to my new gear - how wrong I was!  
The adjustments made my waterstarts way easier and I was 
then practising small movements in my feet while riding along 
and taking baby steps to prepare me before I moved on to try the 
all important foot changes. After our first day on the camp we’d 
all come on a long way already!

Ouch. Not being used to so much intense riding and focus we 
all shuffled achingly to the morning briefing. Feel Viana’s daily 
yoga class had helped me to cease my screaming body and 
limber up ready for day two. Rob and Danny amazingly already 
had video of us all. It always surprises me how different we  
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PART TWO: KITEWORLD’S ADVERTISING MANAGER, CAROLINE MORRIS, TOLD THE TALE OF HER FIRST (QUITE RELUCTANT) FOILING 
EXPERIENCES THAT FLOURISHED INTO AN ADORATION OF A NEW DISCIPLINE IN ISSUE #99 – THAT FEATURE CAN NOW BE READ ON 
THE KITEWORLD WEBSITE. THIS ISSUE CAROLINE HEADS TO VIANA DO CASTELO IN PORTUGAL TO JOIN A PROGRESSION SPORTS 
INTERMEDIATE / IMPROVER FOIL CLINIC WHERE SHE NEGOTIATED AN UNDULATING WAVE OF EMOTIONS (AND ACTION!)
W O R D S  –  C A R O L I N E  M O R R I S

DIARY OF A 
HESITANT
(NO LONGER FIRST-TIME)

FOILER – 
CONTINUES...



(I) look compared to how we think we’re performing. The video
evidence really highlighted what we needed to fine-tune in our 
riding for better posture and to allow us to handle future moves 
more effectively.

GET STRONG
Toeside was the group theme for the day, no matter our individual 
level, as there’s always room for improvement. We were shown 
clips from Progression’s technique videos to highlight what 
our position should look like under different conditions, such 
as when riding powered – which was very apt for the day as the 
forecast predicted the wind to ramp up to over 30 knots, which 
none of us had ever foiled in before, nor really thought possible.

We got to the beach early but as soon as we hit the water the 
wind went from zero to ‘hoofing’. Being inexperienced at foiling 

in strong winds I couldn’t control the gusts on my seven metre
kite and quickly headed back in. As I set up my five metre the 
sand blew so much that it resembled the Sahara in a sand storm!  
I decided to ride more comfortably on my surfboard to test out 
the conditions and check if I could handle the power on my foil. 
The answer was no and it went crazy, gusting up to 38 knots. It 
didn’t matter though as one thing the guys wanted me to practice 
were my down loops, so I was able to take out my strapless 
surfboard and simulate those ready for my next foil challenge.

The day ended on a massive high as we could see some 
incredible swell coming through downwind. The wind had 
stabilised and it was wave o’clock! Rob offered to pick us up 
downwind and Danny led the group to the wave spot in the 
distance to shred some more. To top off an amazing day Rob even 
had cold beers waiting for us off the water, before we warmed our 
muscles in the hotel sauna on our return.

BEAT THE FEAR
The wind had already kicked in by 10am on day three. Rob took 
me in the shallows to practice downlooping without the board 
which really helped me get over my irrational fear. I had always 
been ‘fish poling’ the bar before sheeting in, which meant my 
loops were too big and often ended up with the kite on the water. 
Rob told me to ride along, move the kite to 12 o’clock, sheet in, 
then fish pole the bar. Just like that the kite pivoted like a dream! 
Rob’s method made total sense and I was no longer scared.

I learned that the entry into the turn (often helped by a down 
loop) is essential to set you up for everything that follows: not 
bearing off too early and allowing the kite to lead you through 
the whole carve, then turning your head and shoulders to look in 
the direction that you want to go.

Next time I tried it on the foil and, of course, I hesitated 
when I knew I needed to commit 100%. Chickening out last 
minute meant the kite went down and the board got caught in 
my lines – but some quick thinking thankfully got me out of that 
one unscathed. Rob stepped in again and put the radio helmet 
on me and all he did was spend a minute telling me ‘Now!’ when it
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Foiling frat pack for the week

“IN TERMS OF MY 
SKILLS IT HAD ALL 
COME TOGETHER AND 
I WAS NOW SHOOTING 
UPWIND, CANTING THE 
BOARD OVER AND GOING 
SUPER FAST, THEN 
LOOPING BOTH SIDES, 
‘S’ CARVING ALL THE 
WAY BACK DOWNWIND.”

Feel Viana and Cabadelo beach



was time to loop the kite, which really made me just go for it on 
command. I did it perfectly straight away and managed to adopt 
it in my riding from then on. Why on earth had I been so scared?

Next was to nail foot changes at speed by dropping off the foil 
and keeping the board on the water to swap feet before rising up 
again. I was assured this would help me when I came to trying 
on the foil. Being a strapless directional rider I found it fairly 

easy but was assured I should take a step backwards to get the 
muscle memory dialled in.

So far so good but after a break I went back out and things 
took a turn for the worse. I was pretty tired and the wind was 
absolutely cranking. Our normally quiet flat water spot was busy 
with speeding windsurfers and boosters. For some annoying 
reason I was again struggling with my waterstarts, getting even 

more inefficient and exhausted with each attempt. Rob rode
with me in radio contact while Danny filmed from the lighthouse 
so that we could pick through the footage after. I was tired, 
down on myself and frustrated, but Rob and Danny filmed two 
alternative waterstart methods for me to go through in the next 
morning’s briefing.

That night I was struggling to keep my pecker up as I was 
searching for that elation of coming away from a session having 
nailed a new move. I could sense others were perhaps feeling the 
same, so I brought the topic up over dinner and was surprised 
to learn that Rob and Danny thought the exact opposite! From 
their perspective, they said it had been the best day in terms 
of coaching and our progression; we were doing what may have 
seemed like more basic moves to us, but in really challenging 
conditions and with control. They said time and again it happens 
on their camps, but pretty much guaranteed we would all feel the 
benefit of the hard work we had put in when the wind dropped 
and that our next stages of progression would be much easier 
as a result. They also had to remind me that actually, in my 
lifetime, I’ve only had about thirteen foiling sessions ever and 
that I should in fact be proud of my achievements! I realised how 
valuable it is to be in a positive camp environment.

Feeling slightly more recharged the next morning and happy 
with the lighter wind, I pumped up my ten metre, waterstarted 
like I’d never had any issues and went straight out and made a 
clean foot change! By Jove, the boys were right and the more 
favourable conditions after a day of nuke, offered up my best 
foiling day yet. I just kept getting stuff right: foot changes off 
the foil no problem, near enough 100% of the time; foot changes 
on the foil every now and again, almost sitting on the board (just 
sinking when I did) and, of course, looping, which was best of 
all in Rob’s eyes.

The wind picked up and I spent most of the day foiling on my 
favourite seven metre, totally in control, having fun and playing 
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Caroline and her new foil buddy, Michelle

“ROB STEPPED IN AGAIN AND PUT THE RADIO HELMET ON ME AND ALL HE 
DID WAS SPEND A MINUTE TELLING ME ‘NOW!’ WHEN IT WAS TIME TO 
LOOP THE KITE, WHICH REALLY MADE ME JUST GO FOR IT ON COMMAND. 
I DID IT PERFECTLY STRAIGHT AWAY AND MANAGED TO ADOPT IT IN MY 
RIDING FROM THEN ON. WHY ON EARTH HAD I BEEN SO SCARED?”





with all the positions I could take on the board, generally getting
ultra comfy up there.

I decided to pack up my foil and leave the day on a high. Well,
that’s not entirely true as I saw the surf firing in the distance
and it was time to persuade those with enough energy to hop
on our directionals, head off downwind and go play in some of
Portugal’s finest waves. It was the best decision ever and we had
an amazing sunset overhead wave session. I’d gone from feeling
like a problem child struggling the night before, to owning that
feeling of elation I’d been seeking. Progression sure is a drug!

BACK IN FLOW
As well as showing some video of my successful loops in the
morning briefing, Danny and Rob had also captured some
footage of my failed foot changes. I learnt that a few minor
tweaks, adjusting the angle of my front foot so that it pointed
more forward, would create more space to place my back foot
once I had stepped it forward. I also needed to perform the foot
change with a bit more speed while still flying the kite upwards.

Back on the water the foot changes were getting better as a
result of the feedback. I landed a few more but when Danny and I
went out in tandem with the BBTalkin headset it made me realise
that I had previously been trying to change my feet before the
kite was high enough.

Learning when I was in the right position to make the switch
was so helpful and with a little more work I should have them
dialled. I also learnt that I chat a lot to myself on the water,
which is pretty funny as I had no idea and it all added to my
enjoyment of being on the camp.

As if a clichéd end to the story, the last day was my best day by
far. In terms of my skills it had all come together and I was now
shooting upwind, canting the board over and going super fast,
then looping both sides, ‘S’ carving all the way back downwind.

I had loads of fun kiting close together with Danny, looping
around like two people dancing on the water. My attempts
at sitting on the board were getting better (though I was
still sinking) and my foot changes on the foil were now at
50% success.

Even though I had already accomplished all these things in

Langebaan in my first week of learning to foil, even though I only
still had the same goals, I was now in control and on a new set-
up that will keep me progressing. I am able to move around the
board with confidence, taking on speed and remaining totally in
control. I have more of an appreciation for realistically how far
I’ve come and now everything is in place to push on through to
becoming awesome; by the time I’m next in Langebaan I’ll be
showing off my skills with pride.

What an amazing week it had been with a great bunch of
people who were fun yet so supportive and, to top it off, we had
a library of footage and tips to take away with us as well as
suggestions on what to try next.

The week brought so much laughter that I didn’t care that
every bit of my body was either bruised, swollen or in pain as it
was all worth it! An amazing massage at the hotel spa eased my
body before the long drive home and all I took away were smiles,
foiling confidence and hopefully new friends for life.
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FeelViana Hotel and Spa is situated right by Cabadelo beach.  
A luxury sports hotel, it’s perfectly set up for kitesurfers with 
direct access to some of the best kiting conditions in Portugal 
and also has a superb set-up that offers guests easy access to a 
variety of outdoor pursuits as well as all for comforts to help you 
relax after your exertions! 

FEELVIANA
www.feelviana.com
info@feelviana.com
To book your stay at FeelViana Hotel or on one of the upcoming 
Progression Live Camps, contact Planet Kitesurf Holidays who will 
make all the arrangements for you.

PLANET KITESURF HOLIDAYS
www.planetkitesurfholidays.com
info@planettravelholidays.com KW

“THEY ALSO HAD TO REMIND ME 
THAT ACTUALLY, IN MY LIFETIME, 

I’VE ONLY HAD ABOUT THIRTEEN 
FOILING SESSIONS EVER AND THAT 

I SHOULD IN FACT BE PROUD OF 
MY ACHIEVEMENTS! I REALISED 
HOW VALUABLE IT IS TO BE IN A 

POSITIVE CAMP ENVIRONMENT.”

Caroline with Danny and Rob from Progression. 
Great T-shirt modelling, especially by Rob

Progression help seeing the foiling 
wood through the FeelViana trees

No chickening out on toe-side

The Jedi and the apprentice



[ COME GET INVOLVED IN 2020 ]

WELL DONE TO ALL YOU 
2019 CHAMPIONS 

 

WELL DONE TO ALL YOU 
2019 CHAMPIONS 

BKSA
WAVEMASTERSMASTERS

AND WITH THANKS TO ALL OUR SPONSORS 

BKC AM. MEN 
1ST - LIAM ULLA 

2ND - DANIEL HAJNAL 
3RD - LEE FOSTER

BKC YOUTH
1ST - ADAM FARRINGTON 

2ND - ALEX WALLIS 
3RD - TOBY COOKE

SPEED
1ST - JAMES LONGMUIR 
2ND - DAVE WILLIAMS 
3RD - MARTIN CARTER

BKC AM. WOMEN
1ST - FRANCESCA MAINI 
2ND - JASMINE WALLIS 
3RD - SHARON PRIOR

WAVE PRO MEN 
1ST - LEE HARVEY 
2ND - NEAL GENT 

3RD - MARK SHINN 

WAVE AMATEURS 
1ST - JACOB MARSHAL 
2ND - JIM ROBINSON 

3RD - JAMES FITCH

WAVE PRO WOMEN 
1ST - GEMMA SOLOMAN 

2ND - KATIE EVANS 
 

WAVE MASTERS 
1ST - ROU CHATER 

2ND - PETE STEPHENS 
3RD - DAVID WEST WATSON

BKC PRO MEN 
1ST - GEORGE DUFTY 

2ND - SAM BULL 
3RD - JORDAN HURST

BKC PRO WOMEN 
1ST - HOLLY KEENAN 
2ND - MADDIE EVANS 

3RD - KATIE EVANS
3RD - RACHAEL HOOPER 

BKC JUNIOR BOYS 
1ST - MAX TULLET 

2ND - MATTIA MAINI 
3RD - FRASER ALDRED
3RD - ARCHIE BUDD 

BKC MASTERS 
1ST - PETE JONES 

2ND - TREVOR MERRICK 
3RD - ANGUS TOBEY
3RD - BEN DAWSON 
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I
have a masters degree in Marketing and used to be 
Marketing Manager for an international corporation, 
but a couple of years ago decided to put my outdoor 

activities first (kitesurfing in summer, snowkiting in winter, plus 
other activities like biking, hiking, paragliding, river surfing and 
more). I started my own marketing company and also did my IKO 
training to become a kite instructor so I could teach friends 
whenever possible. I don’t have a 9-5 job, as I set up my own 
schedule and am mostly able to work remotely. It wasn’t easy at 
first but I have now found my routine and have enough work to be 
able to make it happen. To train for any long expedition takes a 
lot of time, so having a flexible schedule certainly helps.

I live in Calgary, Alberta and whenever there’s enough 
snow I snowkite close to town, just a short drive from home.  
I also spend a lot of time in the Canadian Rockies, specifically 
for snowkiting. There is a place called the Spray Lakes in 
Kananaskis that has easy access and all wind strengths 
(very light to nuking) which is great for training. It’s very flat, 
though. My favourite spots are more remote, in the real Rocky 
Mountains back-country. To reach some of those places we 

THERE WILL ALWAYS BE PEOPLE WHO ARE ATTRACTED TO KITING TO DO MORE THAN JUST COME 
FILL UP YOUR LOCAL SPOT, OR CROWD OUT ALL THE BEST WARM-WATER SPOTS THAT YOU WANT 
TO VISIT. HERE AT KITEWORLD WE LOVE THE FACT THAT KITING APPEALS SO BROADLY, OFFERING 
DIFFERENT CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES FROM ONE KITER TO THE NEXT.

Although she also loves to kite in the water, Marie-Eve Mayrand chooses to live in Calgary in Canada because of the winter 
snowkite opportunities. She has managed to develop a flexible, remote-working lifestyle and frequently frees up time to visit the 
Canadian Rockies for more challenging snowkite terrain. Her sessions can often last all day because it might take a few hours to 
skin up to a launch spot, but she sees it all as part of the rewarding experience.

Winning in 2016, Marie also went on to claim snowboard category podiums at the Red Bull Ragnorak races in 2017 and ‘18. The 
39-year-old entered the Arctic VAKE 250 kilometre race for the first time this year, too. We’ll come on to that later in this feature, 
but firstly we wanted to find out a bit more about Marie-Eve herself, who has featured in Kiteworld before, when she wrote about 
the unusual kitesurfing opportunities in Haiti a couple of years ago. She’s a dynamic and passionate kiter all right!

W O R D S : M A R I E - E V E  M A Y R A N D

For the
Love of 
Winter

“I REALLY LIVE TO EXPLORE NEW TERRAIN IN THE MOUNTAINS; TO JUST 
FOCUS ON KITING / SKIING AND BEING SELF-SUFFICIENT. THERE ARE ALSO SO 
MANY ASPECTS TO THINK ABOUT TO OPTIMISE PERFORMANCE AND COMFORT 

WHEN YOU DO DISTANCES; IT’S NOT ABOUT A ONE DAY PERFORMANCE.”

,

DDess e omao in

Out there, wind or no wind
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have to skin up for three, perhaps four hours, to get above tree 
lines before we can kite. Avalanche and sometimes crevasse 
gear (for glaciers) are necessary. It can be a lot of work, but 
when the conditions are right, it’s magical! I also had the 
chance to snowkite with the Montana and Wyoming crew in the 
USA – where they have great terrain, too.

I have always loved winter and started snowboarding when 
I was teenager. When I started snowkiting I used a snowboard 
and a split board in the back-country. It was only as recently 
as 2018 that I started using skis and found them much 
easier in the back-country. It meant that I had to learn how 
to ski though and when I decided to do VAKE (where skis are 
mandatory), some of my friends decided to help me out, so we 
did two-days training with the sled at -26°C, camping in very 
wintery conditions at night. In addition, I did more trips in the 
back-country with my sled, even on non-windy days, just to skin 
up and down the mountains.

I really live to explore new terrain in the mountains; to just 
focus on kiting / skiing and being self-sufficient. There are 
also so many aspects to think about to optimise performance 

and comfort when you do distances; it’s not about a one day 
performance, but more about the overall preparation and team 
efforts. Every little aspect of the preparation count: food, water, 
sled, weight, how to communicate, kite choice and ability, etc.

I’m very stubborn and I love challenges. To train for Ragnarok 
I’d kite for five hours straight on the Spray Lakes without 
stopping, just trying to cover 100 kilometres a day. I’d go back 
the next day and repeat. After doing three Ragnarok races and 
making the podium each time, I was looking for the next thing. 
VAKE had been on my radar for a while, but I’m also considering 
doing a bigger expedition in the future. It’s always a hard choice 
between a kitesurfing vacation (as I do LOVE water as well) or 
doing a longer expedition.

“TO TRAIN FOR RAGNAROK I’D KITE FOR 
FIVE HOURS STRAIGHT ON THE SPRAY LAKES 
WITHOUT STOPPING, JUST TRYING TO COVER 
100 KILOMETRES A DAY. I’D GO BACK THE 
NEXT DAY AND REPEAT.”

Winter camping practice



A
s with other extreme races, one of the hardest 
decisions to make for VAKE was choosing the 
right kites to pack. They add to the weight of 

the sled, so it’s important to choose strategically while staying 
light. This was difficult as I was so used to having all sizes of 
kite on hand. But ultimately this was a test of skills, navigation, 
teamwork and problem-solving.

My teammate Frøydis Sjøvold and I are quite different weights 
so we decided to share kites and take different sizes between the 
two of us. I ride Ozone kites so had my 13 and 9m R1V3 race kites 
as well as a 4m Ozone Explore (single skin). Frøydis had a 15m 
Flysurfer race kite as well as an 8m Soul. We thought that kite 
combination would cover almost every wind.

We travelled by bus on a scenic route from Vadsø to Berlevåg 
to meet the other teams and reunite with old friends from the 
kiting circuit. People come back every year as it is such an 
exciting event and congregation of snowkiting enthusiasts.  
We had two nights and one full day in the sports hall to get ready, 
go through the weigh station, have the riders’ meeting, and relax 
a little before the race.

On the morning of the race, locals had gathered in the streets 
to cheer us on. There is a kilometre long uphill walk (ski touring) 

before racers are allowed to launch their kites.
It was windy but the forecast looked like the wind would die 

down in the afternoon, so everyone was eager to take advantage 
of the morning wind with bigger kite sizes to cover as much 
distance as possible.

Jonas and Florien took the lead immediately after launch. 
Frøydis and I opted to start with mid-sized kites, so I took my 
9m R1V3. We moved quickly through the initial waypoints and 
were excited to place eighth when we cleared waypoint five.  
All the teams were quite close together after the start but it 
wasn’t long before the pack spread out.

LIGHT WINDS AND CHECKPOINT ONE 
AT STERNEVANN
After that we were hindered by light winds. As I started packing 
my kite to start walking uphill some teams passed by, somehow 
keeping their kites up; they struggled but made it to the top 
before we did.

The slowing winds continued to bother us through the 
Storkløftfjellet waypoints until we reached the first manned 
checkpoint, Sternevann, at 6:31pm for a mandatory two-hour 
rest. The stop was rejuvenating and we also met the other teams 

closest to us. When we recommenced the race we still had 29 
minutes left in the day. We covered some distance on foot and 
then set up our tent for our first night in the Arctic open.

The time frame for kiting is from 7am to 9pm — at 9pm sharp, 
all teams must stop moving. The VAKE organisation track all 
teams on GPS and you must set up your tent wherever you are. We 
were quite close to two other teams on the first night (we could 
see them from afar); but by the second night we were alone.

DAY TWO: WHITEOUTS AND FROZEN LINES
We had to walk for six or seven kilometres before being able to 
launch our biggest kites. The light wind slowed our progress 
and it took almost half a day to get to Mattavarri checkpoint. 
There was also a complete whiteout in that area with very 
low visibility and contrast. I had to stay very close to my 
teammate as we couldn’t even see each other! The humidity 
of the whiteout froze my lines and bridles and I had to stop to 
remove the ice several times.

We engaged in stiff competition with the other all-female duo 
– Team Camillia – as we gained and lost ground on each other. 
They passed us in the whiteout. We managed to do five more 
waypoints by the end of the day, including a mandatory stop at 

THE VARANGER ARCTIC KITE ENDURO 2019 (VAKE) LONG KITING WISSA (WORLD ICE 
AND SNOW SAILING ASSOCIATION) WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP RAN FROM 2 - 7TH APRIL IN 
FINNMARK, NORWAY, DRAWING 35 TEAMS FROM 12 COUNTRIES, INCLUDING CANADA, 
CZECH REPUBLIC, DENMARK, FINLAND, FRANCE, GERMANY, NORWAY, ROMANIA, RUSSIA, 
SLOVAKIA, SWEDEN AND SWITZERLAND.

Marie-Eve was a first time entrant into the 250 kilometre race and, along with her team partner, Norwegian Frøydis Sjøvold 
(in her fourth race), they were one of three all-female teams racing at this year’s event

W O R D S :  M A R I E - E V E  M A Y R A N D

VAKE2019
The mandatory rests were often welcomed. Here the pair share the tent with Team Camilla / Photo: Ville Pääkkönen

Rider’s meeting in Berlevåg. 
Best to know what you’re getting yourself into!

Marie-Eve and teammate Frøydis Sjøvold, awaiting 
transportation with all their gear after taking the boat to Vardø. 

This was four days before the competition

I 1 0 6  /  S E C T I O N  /  H E A D I N G  I



Jakobselva. There was some significant upwind distance that 
day and I genuinely thought my knees would give up.

DAY THREE: IN A BIND AT KOMAGÆR
Lighter morning winds guided the choice for our biggest kites 
again. My sled flipped over on a downwind section as I was 
probably going too fast. We also had to make it through the 
waypoint called Sh#$wood! An appropriate name considering the 
very tall trees which posed significant difficulty for some teams, 
especially with lighter winds. But we had a stroke of luck with 
good wind aiding us to cover the area quickly and reached the 
last mandatory two-hour rest at the Vadsø checkpoint, where we 
changed to smaller kites to take advantage of the wind which 
had picked up significantly.

We arrived at Falkefjell, placed second among all-female 
teams and 13th overall. From there we had to cross the valley 
towards Komagær — one of the most challenging sections. We 
lost a lot of time in Komagær because of trouble with my kite 
bridles. Some teams passed us while I diagnosed the problem. 
Finally, I found that my bridles were cut and I had to switch to 
my 9m kite to get going. By that time we had little chance of 
overtaking the other all-female team.
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“I HAD TO STAY VERY CLOSE TO MY 
TEAMMATE AS WE COULDN’T EVEN SEE EACH 
OTHER! THE HUMIDITY OF THE WHITEOUT 
FROZE MY LINES AND BRIDLES AND I HAD TO 
STOP TO REMOVE THE ICE SEVERAL TIMES.”

eeiiiii ttt

Working together, crossing the road close to Vadsø
Photo: Jan Erik Barlien



Our only hope was to reach the finish line before 9pm, failing
which we would have to spend another night in the open. Another
whiteout in the darkening hours with light winds stalled our
progress in the final phase, but we were excited to cross the
finish line at 8:23pm on day three of the competition.

While there was no podium for women or mixed-teams, we
finished second among the all-female teams and 18th overall –
which was a tremendous accomplishment for a first-timer like
me with a new team.

MEMORIES OF VAKE
The event attracted a high calibre of kiters equipped with the
latest gear. The Czech team, Navrhuju Snist Psy, was particularly
impressive. In past years there were many teams that didn’t
manage to finish the race, but in the last couple of years it
seems the teams are getting better and stronger.

On the course, kites got caught in trees, kite bridles froze
and got cut, sleds fell into canyons or creeks and blew off-track.
The hardest thing about the race is to admit that anything can
happen. You think you have a good ranking and then something
happens with your kite bridles that seems to take forever to fix.
Five teams passed us while I was trying to fix my kite. Things like
that can be really frustrating. Fortunately, no one was injured
this year, though. New laws relating to the national park – home
of the polar fox – proved challenging for the VAKE organisation.
Certain areas were restricted and the race had to be rerouted
closer to the shoreline. Kudos to them for manoeuvring the legal
requirements to still put up a great race.

I was also impressed by their zero-waste policy –
participants would be disqualified if they dropped or lost
anything during the race.

It was a fantastic experience to kite in such a breathtaking
landscape with priceless views of the sea and the national park.
I learned a lot and have emerged a better kiter. I am also glad

to see more women participating in these endurance races,
competing with male teams.

My best memory was discovering this new and tight group
of people who are all passionate about distance kiting and to
see how all teams prepared differently for it. Kiting in Norway’s
incredible terrain in the Arctic Circle is a memory I’ll always
cherish and crossing the finish line with Froydis was a great
accomplishment and totally one of my best moments in kiting.

Marie-Eve is sponsored by Ozone Kites, Muller Windsports, Mystic
and Sundog Eyewear. Thanks also to North Face Canada.
Follow her @marieevemayrand
Applications for Vake 2020 are open now: www.vake.no KW

“ON THE COURSE, KITES GOT CAUGHT IN TREES, KITE 
BRIDLES FROZE AND GOT CUT, SLEDS FELL INTO CANYONS OR 

CREEKS AND BLEW OFF-TRACK. THE HARDEST THING ABOUT 
THE RACE IS TO ADMIT THAT ANYTHING CAN HAPPEN.”

Checkpoint performance

Vardø – returning to cold comforts!

1st Navrhuju Sníst Psy (9:56am): 
Honza Simek and Miroslav Schutz (CZ)
2nd The Windy Alpboys (10:04am): 
Jonas Lengwiler and Florian Gruber (CH / DE)
3rd Beckett Brothers (11:16am): 
Thomas Francis Beckett and Anders Francis Beckett (DK)
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Do you consider yourself a relatively skilled kiteboarder? Are you ready for some new moves but not really sure where to start? 
Here are ten of our favourite tricks that look and feel great, but are surprisingly easy and achievable:

TEN TRICKS 
FOR ADVANCED 
FREERIDERS
GET OVER YOUR RIDING RUT WITH THIS STACK OF ATTAINABLE TRICK IDEAS FOR IMPROVING FREERIDERS  
W O R D S  A N D  P H O T O S :  L A C I  K O B U L S K Y  /  R I D E R :  A L B Y  R O N D I N A  /  L O C A T I O N :  P R O K I T E  A L B Y  R O N D I N A ,  S I C I L Y

01: DOUBLE BACK ROLL 
The simple back roll is probably the first trick you learnt, so 
why not double it down? Multiple spins were what kiteboarding 
was all about in the early days, but now we value execution over 
numbers. Having said that, a nicely performed and powered 
double rotation with the kite lower and landing at speed looks 
and feels sick! It’s even better if you can add a grab and get 
compact while in the rotation.
PRO TIP: When learning, start with your kite higher in the 
window and keep looking into the rotation with your head.
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02: HIGH JUMP CRAIL TO TAIL GRAB
High jumps with a grab are a must. Not only do they look better, but grabs also help you stay compact and balanced in the air. You can change things 
up by adding a second grab. Our tip is to make back hand grabs because they are easier to control the kite on landing. Start with the harder crail 
grab by reaching your back hand to the nose of the board and then move that hand to grab the tail.
PRO TIP: Start with the harder grab first. Bend your front leg and straighten your back leg as this will bring the nose of the board closer to your hand.

04: FRONT ROLL NOSE GRAB 
TRANSITION
Front roll transitions are not that commonly practiced, 
so why not surprise your local beach? They really aren’t 
as difficult as they seem, especially when the nose grab 
will actually help keep your body compact. Once you’ve 
got this trick dialled in, the next progression is to do it 
with a kiteloop or handdrag.
PRO TIP: Just keep holding the grab and continue into 
the rotation with your head.

03: INVERTED FRONT ROLL
The front roll is another standard move that you should have 
in your quiver by now, so let’s upgrade it with a stylish tail 
grab and inverted rotation. You’ll need to jump a little higher 
and activate your core muscles, but unfortunately there’s no 
way around some hard work.
PRO TIP: Look down at the water and activate your core in 
order to get board over and above you.
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07: ‘JAMES’ HANDDRAG
If you open any of the latest Cabrinha catalogues or watch 
their product videos, you cannot miss James Boulding 
performing his signature hand drag. It’s a great pose 
for shots, but is also a really simple trick, so give it a try 
next time you are out. You will need quite strong wind as 
this trick is best performed powered-up and requires you to 
sheet in and activate your core to shoot your legs up.
PRO TIP: Try this trick fairly powered and keep the kite  
bit higher.

06: BACK ROLL KITELOOP TRANSITION
The back roll transition is one of the easiest moves out there, but 
often lacks ‘spice’. Fortunately there is a simple solution: add a 
kiteloop! Start things off nice and easy by doing a baby heliloop 
as you come into land. As you get more confident you can pull the 
loop earlier and progress to doing a  huge loop in the air. Looping 
with transitions where you become static in forward speed when 
you take-off is much easier and safer than full speed megaloops.
PRO TIP: Try with moderate wind at first and when starting do 
your loop with the landing; not too early.

05: ONE FOOT TRANSITION
Transition jumps are fun way of changing direction and 
perfect for easily making you look good in photos. If you can 
already make a basic transition with a tail grab, try pulling 
one foot out when you make the grab and move things to 
another level. The hardest part is the landing, but give it a 
few tries and you’ll have the movement locked in. 
PRO TIP: Set your back strap a bit looser so it’s easier to get 
your foot in and out and try this trick with a bigger, slower 
kite first.
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10: UNHOOKED KITELOOP
One of the most scary looking unhook tricks is the unhooked 
kiteloop, which we don’t see that often anymore. In the past 
it was the big deal – and Jesse Richman has been bringing 
back variations of it in the King of the Air. The kiteloop part is 
actually done during your pop and afterwards the kite springs 
you forward (which is when pro riders find it easy to make air 
passes). Try it first in lighter winds that are just strong enough 
for a solid raleys.
PRO TIP: Try with moderate wind at first by holding the bar like 
a ‘fishpole’: place your front hand over your back hand on the bar 
to loop faster. KW

09: SURFACE PASS
If you want to venture into more advanced unhooked tricks 
we highly recommend you to start with a surface pass, 
which is often neglected because riders are too keen to 
just go straight into trying raleys-to-blind. The surface pass 
will prepare you for all the advanced handlepasses, but in a 
simple and easy way. Just unhook, head downwind, pop to 
toeside and then continue the rotation on top of the water, 
leaning forward to pass the bar behind your back.
PRO TIP: Go deep downwind while surface passing in order 
to have loose lines.

08: ONE FOOT SLIDE
One of the harder but really cool transition tricks is the one foot 
slide. It’s basically a similar movement to the darkslide, but with 
one leg dragging in the water. The reward is a really unique and 
amazing feeling.
PRO TIP: Master the darkslide and one foot jump first, then try 
this trick with a bigger kite.



T
his is one of the first moves I learned on a strapless board and it’s a trick that I still love to do.
Getting this move cracked is also useful because you can then switch from heelside to toeside just
before you hit a lip or when you want to find a new way to switch your feet before carving a gybe.

Beyond that this move will also provide a good basis for all the grabbed tricks that you’ll go on to learn.

• Start with the kite at 45 degrees and ride in with a good amount of speed.
• Steer the kite up towards 11:30.
• As the kite hits 11, carve a short and explosive edge in to the wind to generate tension in the lines.
• Sheet down on the bar and kick hard on your back foot to make the nose of the board come up.

At the same time pull your front leg in.
• Put pressure on your toes to angle the base of the board against the wind so that it will stick under 

your feet.

• Reach down for the board with your front hand and grab it just behind your front heel.
• Be sure to keep the bar pulled in for maximum hangtime.
• As you start to drop down steer your kite forwards again towards 11 so that you maintain a positive 

riding direction.
• Prepare for the landing by pulling your feet up and placing your new front foot next to the hand 

that’s holding the board.
• Line your back foot up into its new position and then, just before landing, let go of the board and 

extend your legs to absorb the landing.
• Land, absorb and ride it out.

I 1 1 4  /  T E C H N I Q U E  /  M O T O R  D R I V E  I

MOTORDRIVE
AN INCREDIBLY USEFUL TRICK THAT, ONCE DIALLED, WILL OPEN UP LOTS MORE STRAPLESS FREESTYLE 
AVENUES. DUTCH ALL-ROUND TALENT STEVEN AKKERSDIJK FILED THIS TECHNIQUE TIP FROM BRANDON BAY, 
IRELAND, WHERE HE BASED HIMSELF FOR THIS EPIC AUTUMN SEASON 
W O R D S :  S T E V E N  A K K E R S D I J K

M O V E :  P O P  T O  T O E S I D E  /  R I D E R :  S T E V E N  A K K E R S D I J K  /  P H O T O S :  J O S É  D E N I S - R O B I C H A U D



I 1 1 5  I

COMMON MISTAKES:
• If you don’t keep the bar sheeted in during the trick you won’t get any hang-time to travel through

the air.
• If you don’t press on your toes during take-off the board will fly away from your feet.
• Be careful not to send the kite too far back when you take-off otherwise you’ll get pulled away from 

your board and also won’t have any forward momentum on landing. Your kite should not pass 12 for 
this trick.

EXTRA TIPS:
• As you will only have one steering hand on the bar for most of the trick, place the index finger of 

your backhand onto the other side of the power line. This will help provide a bit more steering 
control on both sides of the bar when you remove your front hand.

• Pull your front leg up as high possible during the pop to make the grab easier.
• The more you pop in to the wind, the easier it will be to grab the board and twist to toeside.
• Use a small kicker when possible to make the trick a bit easier.

Steven is sponsored by Core Kites, Carved boards, Levitaz foils and Mystic. 
Follow him: @stevenakkersdijk KW
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E V E N  M O R E  L I S T I N G S A T W W W . K I T E W O R L D M A G . C O M

1 ADVENTURE KITEBOARDING
Muskego, Wisconsin
sales@adventurekiteboarding.com
+1 414-367-9283
www.adventurekiteboarding.com

2 KITTY HAWK KITES
Cape Hatteras, NC
kbschool@kittyhawk.com
+1 252 987 2297
www.kittyhawk.com

3 HATTERAS ISLAND SURF & SAILING
Waves, NC
barton@hatterasislandsurfshop.com
+1 252 987 2292
www.hatterasislandsurfshop.com

4 OUTER BANKS KITING
Avon, NC
jay@outerbankskiting.com
+1 252-305-6839
www.outerbankskiting.com

5 GOOD BREEZE KITEBOARDING
Cocoa Beach, Florida
info@GoodBreezeKiteboarding.com
+1 (321) 252-5483
goodbreezekiteboarding.com

6 MIAMI KITEBOARDING
Miami, Florida
info@miamikiteboarding.com
+1 305 345 9974
www.miamikiteboarding.com

7 PROKITE SOUTH PADRE
South Padre Island TX
+1 541-490-6872
+1 855-774-5483
info@prokitesouthpadre.com
www.prokitesouthpadre.com

8 EXOTIKITE KITEBOARDING SCHOOL
Baja, Sur Mexico
info@exotikite.com
+521 624 165 2612
www.exotikite.com

9 VELA BAJA
Los Barriles, Baja, Mexico
info@velabaja.com
+52 1 624 1379781
www.velabaja.com

10 COME KITE WITH US
El Cuyo, Yucatan, Mexico
info@comekitewithus.com
+1 347 4072 588
www.comekitewithus.com

11 FORT MORGAN CAY
Roatan, Honduras
reservations@fortmorgancay.com
+504 3163 245
www.fortmorgancay.com

12 KITESURF ROATAN
Camp Bay, Honduras
kitesurfroatan@gmail.com
+50 432 525 891 (also WhatsApp)
www.kitesurfroatan.com

13 KANGAROO KITE PERU
Paracas, Peru
kangarookiteperu@kangarookite.net
+51 940 472 094
www.kangarookite.net

14 WILD K
Máncora, Peru
wildkteam@gmail.com
Tel: +51 941 324 784
www.wild-kitesurf-peru.com

15 VILLA MANGO KITE CLUB
Icaraizinho, Brazil
herkk@villamango.com.br
+55 85 98703 2820
www.villamango.com.br

16 KITESTROPHIK
Jericoacoara, Brazil
kitestrophik@hotmail.com
+55 88 9929 9339
www.kitestrophik.com

17 WIND SPIRIT KITE EXPERIENCE
Preá, Brazil
contato@windspiritkite.com
+55 21 99533-7109
+55 21 98755-6496
www.windspiritkite.com

18 KITEFRIENDS PARACURU
Paracuru, Brazil
kitefriends2013@hotmail.com
+55 85 9776 2145
kitefriendsluxpousada.com

19 DURO BEACH KITE CENTER
Cumbuco, Brazil
contact@durobeach.com
+85 3318 7442
www.durobeach.com

20 WINDTOWN
Cumbuco, Brazil
info@windtown-brazil.com
+55 85 9 8596 8874
www.windtown-brazil.com
www.kiteschool-windtown.com

S C H O O L S

T H E  A M E R I C A S

S H O P S

1 SILENT SPORTS
Ontario, Canada
info@silentsports.com
+1 905 889 3772
www.silentsports.com

2 WIND SPIRIT, 
Québec, Canada
+1 450 796 3142 
+1 866 666 9463
info@windspirit.ca
www.windspirit-direct.com

3 321 KITEBOARDING
Cocoa Beach Florida
info@321kiteboarding.com
+ 1 321-302-5663
www.321kiteboarding.com

4 PROKITE SOUTH PADRE
South Padre Island TX 
+1 541-490-6872 
+1 855-774-5483
info@prokitesouthpadre.com
www.prokitesouthpadre.com

5 2ND WIND SPORTS
Hood River, Oregon
2ndwind@gorge.net
+1 541 386 4464
www.2ndwind-sports.com

6 HAWAIIAN WATERSPORTS
Kailua, Oahu, Hawaii
info@hawaiianwatersports.com
+1 808 262 5483
www.hawaiianwatersports.com

T H E  A M E R I C A S
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1 ION CLUB FUERTEVENTURA
Risco del Paso, Fuerteventura
fuerteventura@ion-club.net
company@ion-club.de
+34 667 796 688
+49 (0)881 9254 960
www.ion-club.net

2 ANDY’S KITE SHOP
Goldau, Switzerland
bestellung@kite.li
+41 79 341 78 88
www.kite-shop.ch

3 FLAG BEACH KITESURF CENTRE
Fuerteventura, Canary Islands
info@flagbeach.com
+34 928 866 389 /
+44 (0)871 711 5036
www.flagbeach.com

4 DUOTONE PRO CENTER
El Médano, Tenerife, Spain
info@duotoneprocenter.com
+34 922 178 394
www.duotoneprocenter.com

5 HANG LOOSE BEACH
Calabria, Italy
lucahlb@gmail.com
+39 3389511693
www.hangloosebeach.it

6 KANELA SAILING
SchoolAndalusia
Spainkanela@kanela.net
+34 661 72 69 93
www.kanela.net

7 KITE LOOP
Ada Bojana, Montenegro
contact@kiteloop.net
+382 69 629 864
+381 64 172 9033
www.kiteloop.net

8 KOOK PROOF
Esposende, Portugal
info@kookproof.com
+351 93 999 00 70
www.kookproof.com

9 RENE EGLI
Playa Sotavento,
Fuerteventura, Canary Islands
info@rene-egli.com
+34 928 547 483
www.rene-egli.com

10 SURF CLUB KEROS
bookings@surfclubkeros.com
+30 694 2982102
www.surfclubkeros.comr

11 SIROKOWINDCLUB
Keros, Limnos, Greece
sirokowindclub@gmail.com
+35 988 340 2727
www.sirokowindclub.com

12 ION CLUB GOLF DE ROSES
Golf de Roses, Spain
golfderoses@ion-club.net
company@ion-club.de
+34 687 455 182
+49 (0)881 9254 960
www.ion-club.net

13 ION CLUB TARIFA
Tarifa, Spain
tarifa@ion-club.net
company@ion-club.de
+34 619 340 913
+49 (0)881 9254 960
www.ion-club.net

14 GRIFFES KITEFLEX
Limassol, Cyprus
info@kiteflex.com
+357 99618448
www.kitesurfingcyprus.org

15 WET WATERSPORTS
Tarifa, Spain
info@wet-tarifa.com
+34 956 68 16 68
www.wet-tarifa.com

16 KITEZONE
Amsterdam, Holland
info@kitezone.nl
+31 681 155 990
www.kitezone.nl

17 MB PRO CENTER
Porto Pollo, Sardinia
info@procenter.it
+39 0789 704206
www.procenter.it

18 FH ACADEMY
Porto Pollo, Italy
info@fhacademy.it
+39 366 740 4712
www.fhacademy.it

19 SKYHIGH
Porto Botte, Sardina
info@skyhigh.pl
+39 342 359 4676
+48 608 599 399
www.skyhigh.pl

20 PROKITE ALBY RONDINA 
Lo Stagnone, Sicily 
info@prokitealbyrondina.com
+39 347 537 3881
www.prokitealbyrondina.com

21 FLISVOS KITECENTER NAXOS
michele@flisvos-kitecentre.com
+30 694 545 7407
www.flisvos-kitecenter.com

1 BOARD & KITE AFRICA
Kiteboarding Shop & School
Bloubergstrand, Cape Town
info@boardandkiteafrica.com
+27 (0)21 556 2765
www.boardandkiteafrica.com

2 CABRINHA SOUTH AFRICA
Big Bay, Cape Town
grant@cabrinha.co.za
donovan@cabrinha.co.za
+27 21 554 1729
www.cabrinha.co.za

3 LIQUID FORCE SA
Blouberg, Cape Town
jarrod@liquidforce.co.za
+27 (0)21 556 8172
www.liquidforcect.co.za

4 THE MYSTIC HOUSE
Bloubergstrand, Cape Town
info@themystichouse.com
+27 (0)72 902 7899
www.themystichouse.com

5 HIGH FIVE, KITESURFSCHOOL
Bloubergstrand, Cape Town
info@high-five.co.za
+ 27 (0)729 027 899
www.high-five.co.za

6 KITE KAHUNAS
Table View, Cape Town
mail@kitekahunas.com
+ 27 72 712 0498
www.kitekahunas.com

7 WINDTOWN
Langebaan, South Africa
reservations@windtown-sa.com
+27 22 77 21 064
www.windtown-sa.com
www.kiteschool-windtown.com

8 ION CLUB SAL
Sal, Cape Verde
capeverde@ion-club.net
company@ion-club.de
+238 993 4799 / +49 (0)881 9254 960
www.ion-club.net

9 EXPLORA MOROCCO
Essaouira & Dakhla, Morocco
adventure@exploramorocco.com
+212 611475188 / +44 7738 563883
www.exploramorocco.com

10 ION CLUB ESSAOIURA
Essaouira, Morocco
essaouira@ion-club.net
company@ion-club.de
+ 212 (0) 5 24 78 39 34
+49 (0)881 9254 960
www.ion-club.net

11 ION CLUB DAKHLA
Dakhla, Morocco
dakhla@ion-club.net
company@ion-club.de
+212 (0) 648 770 844
+49 (0)881 9254 960
www.ion-club.net

12 DAKHLA EVASION
Dakhla, Morocco
contact@dakhla-evasion.com
+212 661 208819
www.dakhla-evasion.com

13 ION CLUB LASSARGA
Lassarga, Morocco
lassarga@ion-club.net
company@ion-club.de
+212 (0) 643-661894
+49 (0)881 9254 960
www.ion-club.net

14 TOMMY FRIEDL PROCENTER
Marsa Alam, Egypt
info@tommy-friedl.de
+20 102 008 8166
www.tommy-friedl.com

15 TOMMY FRIEDL
El Gouna, Egypt
info@tommy-friedl.com
+20 100 667 2811
www.tommy-friedl.com

16 KITEBOARDING CLUB EL GOUNA
El Gouna, Egypt
elgouna@kiteboarding-club.com
+20 122 66 10 878
www.kiteboarding-club.com/el-gouna

17 ION CLUB SAFAGA
Safaga, Egypt
safagakite@ion-club.net
company@ion-club.de
+20 191173809 / +49 (0)881 9254 960
www.ion-club.net

18 SKATE SHACK
Kingdom of Bahrain
info@skate-shack.com
+973 17697176
www.skate-shack.com

19 SKATE SHACK
Doha, Qatar
info@skate-shack.com
+974 44692532

www.skate-shack.com

20 ION CLUB MAURITIUS
Anse La Rae, Mauritius
anselaraie@ion-club.net
company@ion-club.de
+230 59729568 / +49 (0)881 9254 960
www.ion-club.net
www.ionclubmauritius.com

21 ION CLUB MAURITIUS
Le Morne, Mauritius
www.ionclubmauritius.com
mauritiuskite@ion-club.net
company@ion-club.de
+230 5 718 5058 / +49 (0)881 9254 960
www.ion-club.net

22 KITEGLOBING
Bel Ombre, Palmar,
Poste de Flaq
info@kiteglobing.com
+230 5717 5348
www.kiteglobing.com

1 KITESURFING LANKA
Kalpitiya, Sri Lanka
info@kitesurfinglanka.com
+94 77 3686235
www.kitesurfinglanka.com

2 DE SILVA WINDRESORT
Kalpitiya, Sri Lanka
office@surfschool-srilanka.com
+94 777 047 817 / +94 324 934 076
www.surfschool-srilanka.com

3 ALANKUDA KITE SCHOOL
Dolphin Beach Resort,
Kalpitiya, Sri Lanka
info@dolphinbeach.lk
+94 777 -723 – 272
www.kitesurfing.lk

4 MARGARITA KITE SCHOOL
Kalpitiya / Sri Lanka
margaritakalpitiya@gmail.com
+34 691 705 523 / +94 713 987 114
www.margarita-village.com

5 VAYU MANNAR
Mannar, Sri Lanka
vayu@kitesurfingmannar.com
+94 77 368  6235
www.kitesurfingmannar.com

6 ADAMS BRIDGE
Mannar, Sri Lanka
info@abkitesurf.com
+94 (0) 766 680 998
www.abkitesurf.com

7 KITEBOARDING CHINA
Sanya, Hainan Island, China.
www.kiteboardingchina.com
+86-898-66603322
info@kiteboardingchina.com

8 LES AILES CO LTD, FUKUI-KEN
Sakai-Shi Mikuni-Machi, Japan
lesailes@hyper.ocn.ne.jp
+ 81 (0)776 82 0971
www.lesailes.jp

9 KALIANTAN KITESURF
Lombok, Indonesia
info@ekasbreaks.com
+62 822 3791 6767
www.ekasbreaks.com

10 JENEPONTO KITESURFING
Sulawesi, Indonesia
jenepontokitesurfing@gmail.com
+62 822 9868 6099
www.indonesiakitesurfing.com

11 KINGFISHER RESORT
Pagudpud Ilocos Norte, Philippines
kingfisher.ph@gmail.com
+639275258111
www.kingfisher.ph

12 SURF CONNECT WIND AND 
KITESURFING SCHOOL
Brisbane, Australia
enquiries@surfconnect.com
+61 731 370 500
www.surfconnect.com

E U R O P E

ASIA & AUSTRALASIA

1 ARUBA KITESURFING SCHOOL
Palm Beach, Noord
info@arubakitesurf.com
arubakitesurf@gmail.com
+297 731 4398
www.arubakitesurf.com

2 KITEBOARDING BONAIRE
Windhoek, Bonaire
info@kiteboardingbonaire.com
+599 701 5483
+599 777 5483
www.kiteboardingbonaire.com

3 ION CLUB CABARETE
Cabarete, Dominican Republic
cabarete@ion-club.net
company@ion-club.de
+1 809 603 77 20 / 49 (0)881 9254 960
www.ion-club.net

4 BIG BLUE COLLECTIVE
Providenciales, Turks & Caicos Islands
kite@bigbluecollective.com
+1 649 946 5034 / +1 649 232 6555
www.bigbluecollective.com

5 KITE PROVO AND SUP PROVO
Providenciales,Turks and Caicos Islands
reservations@kiteprovo.com 
+1 649 232 5483
kiteprovo.com

6 CARIBBEAN KITE CRUISE
Union Island, The Grenadines
contact@caribbeankitecruise.com
+1 784 530 0600
www.caribbeankitecruise.com

7 COCONUT BAY SURF SHACK
Vieux Fort, St. Lucia
kitesurf@cbayresort.com
Resort Phone: +1 758 459 6000
www.cbayresort.com/kite-surfing

T H E  C A R I B B E A N

AFRICA & THE MIDDLE EAST
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S H O P S

1 BRACKLESHAM BOARDRIDERS
Bracklesham Bay, West Sussex
info@brackleshamboardriders.co.uk 
+ 44 (0)1243 671777
www.brackleshamboardriders.co.uk

2 EVOLUTION BOARDSPORTS
Lancing, Sussex
info@evolutionboardsports.com
+ 44 (0)1903 764790
www.evolutionboardsports.com 

3 CBK THE KITESURF SHOP
Hayling Island, Hants
rosemary@cbk-haylingisland.com
+44 (0)7507 315105
www.cbk-haylingisland.com

4 POWERKITESHOP
Oldbury, West Midlands
info@powerkiteshop.com
+44 (0)121 544 9514
www.powerkiteshop.com

5 ROBIN HOOD WATERSPORTS
Heckmondwike, 
West Yorkshire 
sales@roho.co.uk
+44 (0)1924 444888
www.roho.co.uk

6 2XS 
Online Store 
sales@2xs.co.uk
+44 (0)1243 512552
www.2xs.co.uk

2

4

5

1

6

3

1 ATLANTIC RIDERS
Newquay, Cornwall
info@atlanticriders.co.uk
+44 (0)7791 937 207
www.atlanticriders.co.uk

2 EXTREME ACADEMY
Watergate Bay, Cornwall
sports@watergatebay.co.uk
+44 (0)1637 860 840
www.extremeacademy.co.uk

3 EDGE WATERSPORTS,
Exmouth, Devon
info@edgewatersports.com 
+44 (0)1395 222  551
www.egdewatersports.com

4 EASYRIDERS KITEBOARDING
Whitecliffe, Poole, Dorset
info@easyriderskiteboarding.com
+44 (0)1202 744 055
www.easyriderskiteboarding.com

5 ESSEX KITESURF SCHOOL
Southend-On-Sea, Essex
essexkitesurf@hotmail.co.uk
+44 (0)775 170 5558
www.essexkitesurf.co.uk

6 CBK THE KITESURF SCHOOL
Hayling Island, Hants
rosemary@cbk-haylingisland.com
+44 (0)2392 422570
www.cbk-haylingisland.com

7 PASTY ADVENTURES
Gwithian & Marazion,Cornwall
info@pastyadventures.co.uk
07814 501 920
www.pastyadventures.co.uk

8 PURE MAGIC KITESURFING 
Dublin/Achill Island, Ireland
francois@puremagic.ie
+353 (0)18054912
www.puremagic.ie

9 WINDHUNTERS
Llandudno, Conwy
info@windhunters.co.uk
+44 (0)7704 452 782
www.windhunters.co.uk

10 RYE WATERSPORTS 
Kitesurfing Centre
Rye, East Sussex
team@ryewatersports.co.uk
+44 (0)1797 225238
www.ryewatersports.co.uk

11 HAMPSHIRE KITESURFING CENTRE
Southampton
Shop & BKSA / IKO Certified School
info@hampshirekitesurfing.com
+44 (0)7863 811 644
www.hampshirekitesurfing.com

12 WILD DIAMOND WATERSPORTS
Isle of Tiree, Scotland
info@wilddiamond.co.uk
+44 (0)771 215 9205
www.wilddiamond.co.uk 

13 WINDSTALKER ISLAND KITE SPORTS
Isle Of Wight
windstalkerislandkitesports@live.co.uk
+44 (0)1983 613358
www.windstalkerislandkitesports.com

14 2XS 
West Wittering, West Sussex
tuition@2xs.co.uk
+44 (0)1243 513077
www.2xs.co.uk

15  514ELEMENTAL
Westward Ho! North Devon
info@514elemental.com
+44 (0)7565 621 446
www.514elemental.com
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T H E  A M E R I C A S
EXOTIKITE BAJA
Baja, Mexico Beach Vacation Rentals
info@exotikite.com
+521 624 165 2612
www.exotikite.com

PELICAN REEF RESORT
La Ventana, Baja, Mexico
pelicanreefventana@gmail.com
+52 612 197 3689
www.pelicanreefventana.com

CAMP BAY LODGE
Camp Bay, Honduras
kitesurfroatan@gmail.com
+50 432 525 891 (also WhatsApp)
www.campbaylodge.com

COCONUT BAY RESORT
Eau Piquant, St Lucia
coconutbay@group-promotions.com
+44 (0)1582 792 260
www.cbayresort.com

CAICIAS VILLAS
Providenciales,Turks and Caicos Islands
welcome@caiciasvillas.com
+1 649 246 7200
www.caiciasvillas.com

VILLA ESENCIA
Providenciales,Turks and Caicos Islands
ritama@villaesencia.com
1 649 941 5605
www.villaesencia.com

VILA GUARÁ
Atins, Brazil
booking@vilaguara.com
+55 11 97170 0171
www.vilaguara.com

BARRA GRANDE KITE CAMP
Barra Grande, Piauí, Brazil
contato@barragrandekitecamp.com.br
+55 (86) 3369 8019
www.barragrandekitecamp.com.br

POUSADA CHIC
Barra Grande, Brazil
contact@pousada-chic.com 
+55 86 3369 8025
+55 86 9823 4533 (Whatsapp)
www.pousada-chic.com

KITEWORLDWIDE BRAZIL
Tatajuba, Brazil
+44 2036 085 777
www.kiteworldwide.com 

HURRICANE JERI
Jericoacoara, Brazil
reservas@hotel-hurricane-jericoacoara.com
+55 (88) 9766 5968
www.hotel-hurricane-jericoacoara.com

RANCHO DO PEIXE
Praia do Preá, CE, Brazil
reservas@ranchodopeixe.com.br
+55 88 3660.3118 / 4353
www.ranchodopeixe.com.br

VILA KALANGO
Jericoacoara, CE, Brazil
reservas@vilakalango.com.br
+55 88 3669.2289 / 99961.9364
www.vilakalango.com.br

VILA PREA BEACH CABANAS & RESTAURANT
Praia Do Prea, Brazil
info@vilaprea.com
+55 883 660 3158
www.vilaprea.com

VILLA MANGO
Icaraizinho, Brazil
herkk@villamango.com.br
+55 85 98703 2820
www.villamango.com.br

WINDTOWN
Cumbuco,  Brazil
info@windtown-brazil.com
+55 85 9 8596 8874
www.windtown-brazil.com

DUROBEACH HOTEL
Cumbuco, Brazil
contact@durobeach.com
+55 853 318 7213
www.durobeach.com

KITEFRIENDS PARACURU
Paracuru, Brazil
kitefriends2013@hotmail.com
+55 85 9776 2145
kitefriendsluxpousada.com

THE BAHAMAS KITE CRUISE
info@bahamaskitecruise.com 
+41 (0)76 467 23 29
www.bahamaskitecruise.com

E U R O P E
HANG LOOSE BEACH
Calabria, Italy
lucahlb@gmail.com
+39 3389511693
www.hangloosebeach.it

FACINAS HOUSES
Facinas, Tarifa, Spain
hola@facinashouses.com
+34 675 012 156
www.facinashouses.com

HOTEL HURRICANE
Tarifa, Spain
info@hotelhurricane.com
+34 956 68 49 19
www.hotelhurricane.com

SURF CLUB KEROS
Keros Beach, Kalliopi
info@surfclubkeros.gr
+30 694 298 2102
www.surfclubkeros.gr

WINDSURF / KITE VILLAGE
Porto Pollo, Sardinia
info@windsurfvillage.it
+39 0789 704075
www.windsurfvillage.it

RESORT SANTA MARIA
Marsala, Sicily, Italy
resortsantamaria@gmail.com
+39 339 891 2933
www.resortsantamaria.com

THE ACTION CRUISE
Greece | Sardinia
Grenadines | Antigua & Barbuda
info@theactioncruise.com
www.theactioncruise.com

FREE SPIRIT HOSTEL
Cascais, Portugal
rita.queiros@bluewin.ch
+41 79 212 1399 (WhatsApp)
www.freespirit.net

A F R I C A
KITEWORLDWIDE CAPE TOWN
Sunset Beach
+44 2036 085 777
www.kiteworldwide.com 

KITE KAHUNAS
Table View, Cape Town
mail@kitekahunas.com
+ 27 72 712 0498
www.kitekahunas.com

CAPETOWNGURU.COM
Guest Houses & rentals
sheree@capetownguru.com
+27 (0)845 543 262
www.capetownguru.com

THE MYSTIC HOUSE
Bloubergstrand, Cape Town
Guest House
info@themystichouse.com
+27 (0)72 902 7899
www.themystichouse.com

SANDYSHORES (LIQUID FORCE)
Blouberg, Cape Town
info@sandyshores.co.za
+27 (0)21 557 3348
www.sandyshores.co.za

WINDTOWN
Langebaan, South Africa
reservations@windtown-sa.com
+27 22 77 21 064
www.windtown-sa.com

BARRY‚ HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION
Witsand, South Africa
accom@witsand.co.za
+27 82 850 4318
+27 28 537 1717
www.witsand.co.za

KITEVIEW HOLIDAY APARTMENTS
Witsand, South Africa
kiteview.witsand@gmail.com
+27 84 706 9957

KITEWORLDWIDE ZANZIBAR 
Jambiani
+44 2036 085 777
www.kiteworldwide.com 

EXPLORA MOROCCO
Essaouira & Dakhla, Morocco
adventure@exploramorocco.com
+212 611475188 / +44 7738 563883
www.exploramorocco.com

KITEWORLDWIDE KENYA
Mwazaro Beach / Shimoni
+44 2036 085 777
www.kiteworldwide.com 

ST. REGIS MAURITIUS RESORT
Le Morne, Mauritius
reservations.mauritius@stregis.com
+230 403 9000
www.stregismauritius.com

KENYAWAYS KITE VILLAGE
Diani Beach, Kenya
bookings@thekenyaway.com
+254 728 886 821
www.thekenyaway.com

ZENITH DAKHLA
Dakhla, Morocco
book@zenith-dakhla.com
+212 653 62 45 84
www.zenith-dakhla.com

A S I A
KITESURFING LANKA
Kalpitiya, Sri Lanka
info@kitesurfinglanka.com
+94 77 368 6235

VAYU MANNAR
Mannar, Sri Lanka
vayu@kitesurfingmannar.com
+94 77 368 6235
www.kitesurfingmannar.com

ADAMS BRIDGE
Mannar, Sri Lanka
info@abkitesurf.com
+94 (0) 766 680 998
www.abkitesurf.com

DE SILVA WINDRESORT
Kalpitiya, Sri Lanka
office@surfschool srilanka.com
+94 777 047 817 / +94 324 934 076
www.surfschool srilanka.com

DOLPHIN BEACH RESORT
Kalpitiya, Sri Lanka
info@dolphinbeach.lk
+94 777 723 272
www.dolphinbeach.lk

KINGFISHER RESORT
Pagudpud Ilocos Norte, Philippines
kingfisher.ph@gmail.com
+63 927 525 8111
www.kingfisher.ph

EKASBREAKS
Kaliantan Kitesurf
Lombok, Indonesia
info@ekasbreaks.com
+62 822 3791 6767
www.ekasbreaks.com

JENEPONTO KITESURFING
Sulawesi, Indonesia
jenepontokitesurfing@gmail.com
+62 822 9868 6099
www.indonesiakitesurfing.com

TO GET YOUR TRAVEL SERVICES 
LISTED HERE EMAIL: 

TRAVEL@KITEWORLDMAG.COM
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KW’S X-MAS 
GIFT GUIDE
THEY SAY IT’S BETTER TO GIVE THAN RECEIVE. THAT’S ALWAYS DEBATABLE, 
BUT THIS HANDY GUIDE WILL INSPIRE PRESENTS FOR OTHERS OR YOURSELF
*  A L L  P R I C E S  A R E  A  R O U G H  G U I D E  A N D  M A Y  V A R Y

GIFTS FOR RID

02 > ION NEO COSY COAT AMP
Look at the zip placement on this jacket. It’s off center, 
which keeps things simple and clean around your harness 
hook that pokes out through the dedicated reinforced hole 
in the lining of the jacket. The cosy coat also acts as a hood 
if your wetsuit isn’t equipped with one, meaning you can 
squeeze a few more days on the water in the winter months.
SIZES: XL, L, M, & S
PRICE GUIDE:  £189 / $242 / €220
www.ion-products.com

01 > AK DURABLE SUPPLY CO.
The Element footstraps are the nuts. If you’re 
looking for an after-market upgrade for your 
favourite board, these are very adjustable: the 
straps themselves have a huge range of tightness 
and the attachment to the board offers lots of 
possible angles for the perfect positioning. These 
are a premium binding > you only have to look 
at the amount of impact absorbing goodness 
underfoot to see that there has been no expense 
spared. If you find yourself with bruised heels or
wasting precious concentration trying to keep your
board on your feet – these are for you!
SIZES: L & M
PRICE GUIDE:  £170 / $220 / €199
www.akdurablesupplyco.com

03 > MYSTIC BEANIE
Want to stay warm and maintain the ability to hear? Mystic’s neoprene beanie 
does just that. Available in six colours and four sizes, all of which are 2mm thick 
and include an attachment point for the essential wetsuit-beanie connection.
SIZES: XL, L, M & S
PRICE GUIDE:  £23 / $30 / €27
www.mysticboarding.com

r 

DING
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07 > SOLO STRAP®
The Original Kite Launching Strap
This is your go-to self-launch anchor, available 24/7 when there’s
no other kitebuddy around. Specifically designed for the job, the 
launching strap is a safer alternative to using an old leash. It’s 
a must-have for anyone who ventures out on solo missions > the 
simple design allows you to attach the strap straight onto your 
chicken loop so that you can self-launch with confidence.
PRICE GUIDE: ‘Hands Solo’: £24.95 / $32 / €29
‘Only One’: £29.95 / $38 / €35
www.solo-strap.com

06 > OCEAN SUNGLASSES
These guys are based in the Cote Basque, one of the few places 
in the world where you can ski in the morning and surf in the 
afternoon. The diversity of activity and laid back feel has leaked 
into the designs of their sunnies. Ocean’s offer formidable floating 
performance and, as well as acting as a UV shield for your eyes from 
the water’s glare, there’s a huge range to choose from to suit any 
style and trend > on the water and on the streets.
PRICE GUIDE:  £50 - £102 / $65 - $132 / €59 - €120
www.oceanglasses.com

 }

        05 > LIP SUNGLASSES
The high-end floating sunnies from LiP continue 
to be popular on beaches around the world, 
protecting their owner’s eyes from harmful UV rays 
and glare off the water. If you are concerned about 
damaging your eyesight from endless hours spent 
shredding the aqua, these are a top solution that 
do exactly what they say on the tin and look good, 
too. There’s also an extensive urban collection for 
when you’ve not got a board underneath your feet!
PRICE GUIDE:  £61 - £178 / $78 - $228 / €71- €207
www.lip-sunglasses.com

04 > MYSTIC LEN10 IMPACT VEST
You can’t buy confidence, but you can buy an impact vest. Ride without hesitation 
when it matters most with Ruben’s signature vest that will protect your ribs from 
impacts. Important to note is that this isn’t a flotation device, but it does work 
seamlessly with a harness. The stretchy, lightweight properties don’t inhibit 
movement or weigh you down while you’re sending it big.
SIZES: XXL, XL, L, M, S & XS
PRICE GUIDE: £150 / $192 / €173
www.mysticboarding.com
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The connection with your kite is the essence of the sport. It’s an
intimate, trusting relationship that needs to be a good one in or
to enjoy kitesurfing to its fullest. If chosen correctly, your harne
can instantly inject comfort and confidence into your riding.

Hardshell harnesses, which began as an underground trade 
from the carparks of San Diego (courtesy of Coleman Buckley 
and his Ride Engine enterprise), have now become the industry
standard (or at least very popular!). Please note, however, that t
success of a harness is determined by fit > so head to your local
shop and try them on.

09 > RIDE ENGINE
The original hardshell that started it all. The 2020 Elite carbon harness 
is the result of years of iterations and product testing to design and 
mass produce the best possible harnesses. Despite considerable 
company growth and RE being brought under the 7 Nation umbrella 
(Slingshot owners), the ethos of Ride Engine remains unchanged. This is 
immediately apparent when you try on one of their legendary harnesses. 
You’ll feel the same support that created all the hype in the first place, 
despite being an ‘Off the shelf’ product.
PRICE GUIDE:  £340 / $435 / €394
www.rideengine.com

08 > MYSTIC MAJESTIC X LEN10
Ruben’s Majestic model contains all the 
features of the stock Majestic harness: a 
slimmer waist harness with a carbon composite 
plate, bionic core frame and Battle belt 2.0 
system. However, the LEN10 version also has 
a specifically designed lining on the inside 
for quick dry properties which ensures a dry 
harness every time you go out.
PRICE GUIDE:  £330 / $422 / €382
www.mysticboarding.com

10 > COOLBOARD
These boards are often prescribed for knee injuries as they’re 
brilliant for building up the stabiliser muscles, but they’re 
just as good for working on your balance > something that 
really pays off when you’re on the water, particularly when 
you are trying something new. Balancing on the board is a fun 
challenge; difficult to begin with but as your muscle memory 
and muscle strength increases, with practice you’ll find yourself 
trying more and more challenging manoeuvres and positions.

The Porto is the smallest (very portable!) and most 
difficult. However, us kitesurfers aren’t scared of a little 
indoor challenge, right?
PRICE GUIDE:  £130 / $166 / €150
www.coolboard.co.uk

FOR BEFORE AND AFTER
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#loveallsurfall

» KITE BOOK

» HARDCOVER - 424 PAGES

» For EVERY level

» Access your potential!

 >> ! BEST GIFT EVER ! <<

web: tricktionary.com
info@tricktionary.com

TWINTIP SUP

KITEBOARDING

TWINTIP SUPREME EDITION

Inquiries from 

REPLACEMENT
KITE BLADDERS

save your se
ssion!

top quality EU made
long lasting
pre-welded valves
ready to fly
install & go kite!
all mayor brands
3 year warranty

doc tuba
Check bladders for your kite at DOCTUBA.COM
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FOR BEFORE AND AFTER CO

14 > PROGRESSION
Progression make in-depth tutorial videos for all types of riding. No matter how good you are at twin-t
strapless riding, learning to foil is a humbling experience for any kitesurfer. Why not save yourself the
energy and hardship by getting informed and educated? Progression have 15 years of experience and t
clean and simple videos help you skip you through all the crashing and the scariness, enabling you to
up and foiling in the shortest time possible.

Available online and in-app, you can even take your revision to the car park before heading out and
implementing the tips and tricks.
PRICE GUIDE: Free to £29.99 / $38 / €33
www.progression.me

13 > OZONE TRAINER KITE > IGNITION V2
Kiting is for everyone and maybe the best place to start is with a trainer kite 
on a gentle day. The Ignition V2 from Ozone combines ease-of-use with the 
genuine feel of a larger kite so that you can safely introduce anyone to the joys 

Ozone, you can rely on the build quality and the aerodynamic 
or a fun filled afternoon with the Ignition V2 and, before 
now it, your protégé will be eyeing up the bigger sizes (and 
ssons at your local school, of course!).
SIZES: 3, 2.5, 2 & 1.5m

PRICE GUIDE: £175 / $224 / €203
www.ozonekites.com

12 > ION PONCHO
ife changer. While we can
or such a luxury, once yo
a wet towel. Not only is it
park and gets to work drying you as soon as you’ve put it
y towel in the back of your car do that?
/ $70 / €64

ts.com

ONTN’D

n appreciate that the cynics may
ou’ve used a poncho it’s difficult 
t warmer, but it grants you

11 > DR TUBA KITE REPAIR KIT
This is the most advanced and up-to-date kite repair kit, which should be tucked into 
every kiter’s travel bag or glove box to prevent a nightmare session. With the kit at hand 
you’ll be able to repair almost any known problem on a kite, from ripstop and dacron 
fabrics to bladders and valves. It includes many top quality products, like ‘Aquasure PU 
glue’, the ‘Ultra repair patch’, ‘Repair dots’ and new ‘3M valve repair circles’ > all packed 
in a tough travel box. It’s the sort of thing that you’ll realise how crucial it is when it has 
saved your bacon and got you back on the water when you could have been heading home.
PRICE GUIDE: £35 / $44 / €40
www drtuba eu 12 > ION PON

This one is a real l
not see the need f
to return back to a
privacy in the car p
on. Can that smell
PRICE GUIDE: £55 
SIZES: L & S
www.ion-produc

www.drtuba.eu

genuine feel of a larg
of kite flying. Being

efficiency fo
you kn
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tip or
time,

their
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 }

15 > TRICKTIONARY
The ultimate coffee-style guide to kiteboarding tricks and technique. It starts 
with the basics and finishes with moves that only the kite gods can dream of. 
Perfect for anyone who has been bitten by the kite bug and can’t stop thinking 
about what to try next. This 424 page bestseller is available in six languages 
and covers all riding styles, from wakestyle to old school.
PRICE GUIDE:  £42 / $53 / €49
www.tricktionary.com



Give the gift of WOO
this Christmas

WWW.WOOSPORTS.COM
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19 > WOO SPORTS 3.0
Once you’ve got a WOO between your feet, every session is the Olympics: you’re now a trained 
athlete and your chosen discipline is the high jump. But be warned: this bit of blue tech can 
be just as soul crushing as it is rewarding. The feeling when you break your PB (or even better 
> beat all your mates) is unmatchable – a moment you will never forget. However, being on the 
receiving end of the height related banter can be hard to take and it often takes the entire 
journey home to recover.

The 3.0 takes this to another level, featuring added compatibility with your smart watch. 
This enables you to check your recorded altitudes while out on the water. It also includes the 
new and improved 3.0 mount, with a screw-in clip that is far more secure. Lastly, within the app 
you’re able to check leaderboards (sorted by time and location), track your jumping progress 
and it’s also capable of tracking freestyle manoeuvres, too. A must-have for any kiter.
PRICE GUIDE: £139 / $178 / €170
www.woosports.com

17 > RIDE ENGINE SKYWAY BACKPACK
This heavy duty little number is perfect for your daily use, whatever you get 
up to. Phone, laptop, tablet, water bottle, journal, camera, breakfast, lunch 
and dinner can all be sorted in a range of soft lined compartments. Ride 
Engine’s Computer Garage makes storing a laptop and all essential cables, 
drives and dongles especially easy and organised. An elastic webbing strap 
can secure small items in the secondary compartment.
PRICE GUIDE: £85 / $110 / €100
www.rideengine.com

16 > CRAZYFLY LARGE ROLLER
The large roller is big enough for a week’s clo
your harness, all the soaked gear (that you c
in a dedicated compartment) and there’s sti
for a few kites. 
Dimensions: 83 x 35 x 30cm
Weight: 2.8kg
PRICE GUIDE:  £119 / $153 / €139
www.crazyflykites.com

18 > AWESOME MAPS
The Kitesurf Map shows you the world of kitesurfing, from 
the biggest shallow flat-water lagoon in El Gouna to freestyle 
in Cauipe and the epic waves at One Eye. There are over 500 
kitesurfing spots, with information on style, level, wind 
direction, water temperature and peak season > all on an 
intricately illustrated map of the world. If you’re wondering 
where to head next, this could help: stand back and feast your 
eyes on the possibilities! Available as poster, XXL canvas, towel 
and foldable map.
PRICE GUIDE:  £30 / $39 / €35
awsmaps.rocks/kiteworld

BAGS

INDOOR STOKE TECH

othes,
can keep
ll room 



I 1 2 7 I

22 > ION SEAT COVER
More than just a preventative measure to stop your vehicle smelling like the sea, these 
seat covers will absorb the water on you as soon as you sit down after a long day on the 
water. They’re fully waterproof and have elastic tighteners to ensure you get the perfect 
fit. Ideal for the winter dash home in your wettie so you can dive straight in the shower!
PRICE GUIDE:  £70 / $90 / €82
www.ion-products.com

20 > SURFLOGIC WETSUIT DRYER
Cheaper than buying a second wetsuit and, if you time it right,
it’ll pre-warm it for you, too! This next-generation coat hanger
pumps six litres of warm air per minute through your suit via a
powerful fan than sits in the center. Folding up for easy storage,
the key thing is that it will have your wettie dry in 20 minutes.
Never battle with a freezing, wet wetsuit again!
PRICE GUIDE: £139 / $178 / €161
www.surflogic.com

21 > PATAGONIA KLEAN KANTEEN 20KK
The bottle that launched Klean Kanteen a decade ago
is now available with double wall vacuum insulation,
to make, what Patagonia claim, is their most high
performance and versatile bottle ever. It features the
leakproof Loop Cap for safe transport and keeps your
warm drinks hot for over 20 hours, or iced for 50 hours!
PRICE GUIDE: £30 / $38 / €35
www.patagonia.com

VAN LIFE PRODUCTS

 }
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TEXT MODE

EVERY 

SUBSCRIPTION 

COMES WITH OUR 

FREE ANNUAL TRAVEL 

GUIDE IN PRINT  

OR DIGITAL!

Francesco Cappuzzo, Cape Town
Photo: Samuel Tome / RRD

Enjoy our would-be *award-winning journalism, upgrade your knowledge and improve 
your mental well being, six times a year.

Available in glossy, coffee-table-quality print and handy digital editions on Zinio. 
View the designed layouts or hit the button to read all our features in a neat text 
form on your device – ideal for any commute and the finer details!

SUBSCRIBE AT:

WWW.KITEWORLDMAG.COM
*Sadly, there are no awards for kitesurfing journos, but if there were, we’d surely perhaps win.

Digital: £9 / US$14 / €13
Print: £33 / US$56 / €43
Combo: £35 / US$60 / €45

All subscriptions come with our free annual Travel Guide in March

Combo subscriptions also come with a FREE Kiteworld T-Shirt!



The perfect solve.

Rigging kites can be the coldest part of a session. So as an alternative to heavy 
and clammy neoprene jackets, we built the Stretch Thermal Hoody combining 
stretch boardshort fabric with a warm, fast-drying wetsuit lining, it’s the ideal 

answer for pre- and post-session warmth.  

See our full kitesurfing line at patagonia.com/kitesurfing.

Our lightweight rigging jacket that sheds water 
and stays warm even when wet. 

© 2019 Patagonia, Inc.
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I 
built every part of the conversion myself — you can teach 
yourself anything on YouTube! I literally started with no 
knowledge but went from zero to hero, learning isolation, 

carpet lining, carpentry and electrics. In my experience you need 
to be prepared to make lots of mistakes and for everything to 
take at least five times longer than you estimate. The total time 
to completion, taking it from a being a simple panel van, was 
around 250 hours.

Among my favourite modifications is the insulation made 
with acoustic foam and lined with easy stretch carpet liner. The 
van stays nice and cool even after three hours of direct morning 
sun, facilitating the all important lie in.

I also really like the dashboard desk extension for remote 
working at the kite spot and the wood / Portuguese style 
vinyl flooring.

Storage options are really important in a small van and I’ve 
included a removable double board rack, custom rocker bed / 
sofa, inner roof racking and a clothes rail. I really like the double 
board rack but I’m most proud of the roof racking! (Though the 
rocker bed is also a close contender...)

In terms of electrics I installed two 80mha leisure batteries 
(installed under the front seats) that are charged from the car 
battery via a VSR switch or mains hookup. These can power 
the fridge for two to three days if I go completely off grid). 30 
minutes of driving per day will keep on top of the load from the 
fridge / laptop. 

Finally, the Dometic CDF36 van fridge/freezer was expensive 
but well worth the money!

Got a vice for your van? Contact us: editor@kiteworldmag.com or 
tag @kiteworldmag in your Instagram pics / #KiteworldVanVice KW

VANVICE
YOU’LL FIND JON WILLIAMS’ VX CADDY MAXI 2.0TDI 2008 ROAMING THE KITE SPOTS 
OF PORTUGAL AROUND LISBON. AS WITH ALL THE BEST VANS, EFFICIENT USE OF SPACE 
AND MINIMAL HOARDING IS THE KEY TO SUCCESSFUL LIFE ONBOARD AND WE ARE 
IMPRESSED WITH THE UTILITY IN THIS, ONE OF THE SMALLEST AND MOST AFFORDABLE 
EXAMPLES WE’VE BEEN INSPIRED BY IN VAN VICE 
W O R D S  A N D  P H O T O S :  J O N  W I L L I A M S

“IN MY EXPERIENCE YOU NEED TO BE PREPARED TO MAKE LOTS OF MISTAKES AND
  FOR EVERYTHING TO TAKE AT LEAST FIVE TIMES LONGER THAN YOU ESTIMATE.”



oceanrodeo.com

Richard Myerscough - Ocean Rodeo CEO

@oceanrodeo


