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Kobo Sofa by Manutti

Luxurious outdoor furniture from
leading designer brands.

Mbrace Wing Chair by Dedon Illum Table & Armchairs by Tribu

Senja Sofa by Tribu



Exclusive to

Collingwood 03 9281 1999
Cheltenham 03 9532 0464

Sydney 02 9317 3011
Brisbane 07 3254 0000

Perth 08 9415 2522

Grand Weave Sofa by Gloster



Regency White

White Aquamist Atlantis*Whitsunday Lagoon Turquoise*

Black

Riversand Opaline Brook Green Emerald Green Pond Green

The colours shown above are a guide only. Actual applied colours will vary with variations in surface type, texture and porosity, 
film build, application technique and conditions during drying. Colour expression will be further affected underwater by 
sunshine, water depth, cloud cover, shadow and reflected light.

* Stock Designer Colours - premium charges apply.

For over 45 years LUXAPOOL® Swimming Pool Paint has been surfacing and resurfacing Australian swimming 
pools. LUXAPOOL® Epoxy delivers a smooth, hard, durable interior surface which is resistant to the growth of 
algae and easy to maintain. 

Suitable for use over most pool surfaces including cement render, concrete, pebblecrete, fibreglass, Marblesheen, 
Quartzon® and previously painted epoxy.

PREMIUM FINISHES FOR POOLS, PONDS & FOUNTAINS



Jacaranda

Crestwood Pacific Blue Adriatic Misty Blue Mid Blue Devonport*

Tahitian Serenity Platinum Slate*Deep Ocean*

www.luxapool.com.au
Phone: 1300 LUXAPOOL
Email: info@luxapool.com.au

Manufactured by:
Colormaker Industries
44 Orchard Rd Brookvale NSW 2100

NSW: Colormaker Industries (02) 9939 7977, Bristol Norwest (02) 8834 6463 QLD:  Globalcote Capalaba (07) 3286 4000, 
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           Robayne Coffs Harbour (02) 6651 9255 & Tam  (02) 6762 7533 NT:     Figleaf Pool Products Darwin (08) 8985 5255,  
           Central West Paint Supplies Dubbo (02) 6885 5158            Robayne Darwin (08) 8947 5254
ACT:   Hydroquip Distributors (02) 6280 6476 WA:    Blue Diamond Pool Services (08) 6161 2412
VIC:    DPJ Coatings (1800) 062 301       TAS:   Poolquip (03) 6234 5800 SA:     Crowies (08) 8373 0233



Artisan weaving using German Rehau fi bre. 
Aluminum frames, quick dry foam and 
Sunbrella fabric. Designed for our harsh sun.

BL OM&

Germany’s Premium Outdoor

www.contemporaryclassics.co.nz www.bloom-outdoor.com.au



New Release Design SANTAI 
Swinging Day Bed. Single or 
double available. TUXEDO 
TUCKAWAY balcony set. 

COSMOS swivel canopy day bed. 
Cushions 100% Outdoor. 5 year 

warranty. Deliver nation wide.

Exclusive to 
Contemporary Classics.

A feeling of floating provides immediate 
and deep relaxation as well as calming 
of the senses. As if created to let you 
dream. The latest pearl in our sky lounge 
collection and a must for any credible 
upmarket spa. SANTAI! Behind the 
fi ligree, lies a sophisticated ergonomic 
design, allowing you to lie in the utmost 
comfort. Its curved organic shape fi ts 
perfectly with its surroundings and yet 
manages to be resilient to all weather. 82 Bundall Rd, Surfers Paradise QLD 4217  |  p 07 5629 2157



The dedicated team can handle any project, no matter how 

big or how small, and will work with you to create your 

ultimate sports court design, whilst being considerate 

of available land size and budget requirements.

Sports Construction Group services most areas in 

Queensland, including Brisbane, Darling Downs, the 

Gold Coast and Sunshine Coast, as well as Northern 

New South Wales. Providing a streamlined service from 

beginning to end, Sports Construction Group has partnered 

with Concrete Partners to build its own concrete sport 

surfaces, ensuring a cohesive result is achieved every time.   
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Welcome to the summer edition of Outdoor Design, a magazine dedicated to 

celebrating the art of great landscape design — and to showcasing the work 

of this country’s leading landscape architects, designers and landscapers. The 

landscape designers you will fi nd within these pages are some of Australia’s 

most innovative design professionals, many of them award-winners. While winning an award 

isn’t the only indicator of whether a designer has the right stuff , it does tell you that one of the 

country’s peak professional bodies has judged their work to be of exemplary standard.

Every year, the Australian Institute of Landscape Designers and Managers (AILDM), the 

national professional body for landscape designers, holds the AILDM National Landscape 

Design Awards. The aim is to recognise the very best landscape designs and projects from 

around Australia and the awards cover everything from plantscapes to the design of coastal, 

rural, rooftop and small gardens. In this edition, we showcase a selection of winning projects 

from the 2019 awards. These run the gamut from beachside retreats and family-friendly 

surburban gardens to rooftop and apartment gardens in bustling, built-up urban locales.    

And for those who are interested in design on a global scale, the Chelsea Flower Show, held 

annually in London, is the world’s best-known horticultural and garden design event. Chelsea 

is famed for the high calibre of its display gardens, many of which are by British designers 

(some eminent in their fi eld, some up-and-coming) as well as designers drawn from other 

countries. The 2019 Chelsea Flower Show attracted the cream of the crop with designers 

presenting gardens of myriad styles, some quintessentially English, some inspired by more 

exotic destinations. For a little design inspiration when planning your own garden, we shine the 

spotlight on just some of the award-winning gardens from the 2019 show.

If you are contemplating a new garden, it pays to be informed about the design process so 

we invited a few leading Australian landscape architects and designers to share their expertise 

with you. In our Expert Guide section you will fi nd advice on everything from how to choose a 

designer to how to integrate a Japanese-style water feature into your garden.

Enjoy!

Karen
Karen Booth, Editor
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Japanese landscaping techniques with a strong focus on balance, colour and texture
Creating contemporary and innovative outdoor living spaces
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A true outdoor cooking 
appliance, from pizzas  
to vegetables and fish. 

You can do it all.
The intensity 

and quality of 
charcoal with the 
convenience and 

control of gas.

High even heat.  
No hot and cold spots.

High intensity infrared 
burners

Infrared cooking makes it so easy  
for anyone to cook like a Pro

Better quality food that you can really 
taste - so much juicer (doesn’t dry  
out like a normal BBQ) 

Perfectly even heat over the cooking 
surface - no hot & cold spots 

Total temperature control from 110°C 
to 380°C – no other BBQ can do this

No open flame means reduced  
flare ups

Uses less gas
Patented CROSSRAY® 

technology
Multi-purpose,  

keeps food juicy

2 piece upper level 
cooking area

At last...           
something new in BBQs

Patented infrared  
technology  

= the smarter way  
to BB Q

 
crossray.com.au  



LIAWA members will: 
• abide by Code of Ethics and Values
• give you peace of mind that the work and service will be of a high standard
• present creative and innovative designs
• advise on waterwise and sustainable gardens
• advise
• project manage your landscaping works to a high standard
• deliver a high level of customer service and support

www . l a n d s c a p i n g . n e t . a u

We have members that are landscape architects, 
landscape designers, landscape contractors 
(residential and commercial), maintenance 
contractors (residential and commercial),  
tradespersons, suppliers of landscape materials, 
nurseries, turf, pots, outdoor furniture and sculptures. 
Members can also coordinate spa/pool building.

Our members are the professionals in the landscaping business!

Engage the professionals

For enquiries email office@landscaping.net.au



OUTDOOR DESIGN | 15

LANDSCAPE 
ARCHITECTS 

& DESIGNERS 
Australia is home to a vast array of talented, highly skilled landscape 

architects and landscape designers who can create a unique                                                                              
garden that will be individually tailored to the way you want to live
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RETRO CHARM
This envy-inspiring outdoor sanctuary provides a happy 

family with everything they need to entertain in style 
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To be considered a design success, 

a garden must have a true sense 

of connection. It must be in 

harmony with the architecture 

of the house and its broader surrounds yet 

still convey something about the unique 

personality of the residents. Most importantly, 

it must meet the owners’ lifestyle needs, not 

just now but well into the future. 

Dean Herald of Rolling Stone Landscapes 

took all of this, and a great deal more, into 

consideration when designing this outdoor 

retreat. Explains Dean, “The brief from the 

homeowners was to provide a family-friendly 

entertaining area with space for outdoor 

cooking, dining and lounging — and it was 

essential it cater for the needs of all ages, 

including the owners’ young grandchildren. 

“Due to the change in levels in the back 

garden, and in consideration of the need to 

maintain a good flow of sunlight into the rear 

of the home, we decided to build a separate 

structure — a pavilion. I describe the design 

style as ‘retro charm’ as we borrowed some 

elements from the 1950s architecture of 

the house, while still ensuring the space was 

contemporary in look, feel and function.”

A beacon in crisp white, the pavilion can 

be seen from inside the home, beckoning 

family and guests alike to venture outside 

and gather beneath the protection of the 

solid, timber-lined ceiling. To provide easy 

access, and create a sense of arrival, Rolling 

Stone Landscapes constructed a set of wide 

stairs. The construction team also installed 

large stacker sliding doors to the rear of 

the home. This completely changed the 

connection to the rear garden which was, 

previously, through a side rear door as was 

common in most ‘50s homes.   

“The pavilion is, of course, the key feature 

in this project so getting the placement 

and design right was critical,” says Dean. 

“The round support poles, which made it 

possible to achieve a cantilevered eff ect in 

one corner, are a standout feature, as is the 

custom outdoor kitchen. This comprises 

a large barbecue, fridge, dishwasher, sink 

and tap along with great storage to prevent 

travels to and from the home. It also has 

an electric pizza oven flush-mounted in 

the raised wall for cooking that alternative 

weekend meal or late-night snack.”

Heatstrip electric outdoor heaters and 

downlights were installed in the ceiling 

to keep things toasty warm in winter and 

shed some light on proceedings when 

entertaining after nightfall. The pavilion 

lighting is part of an overall lighting scheme 

which includes the illumination of the newly-

built steps and garden beds. 

For the new planting, Dean took a largely 

traditional approach to complement the 

existing plants, which included Buxus, 

gardenias and camellias. “In addition, a 

green wall was installed to the side fence and 

behind the outdoor kitchen to allow a lush, 

green feel contrasting against the white of 

the architecture,” says Dean. 

From the plants to the paving (Torino 

granite from Eco Outdoor), Dean gave 

meticulous consideration to each and every 

detail, resulting in an outdoor oasis that is the 

envy of the neighbourhood.

PROJECT DETAILS
Landscape design and construction

ROLLING STONE LANDSCAPES
Address PO Box 3341 Dural, NSW 2158

Phone (02) 9651 5002

Website rollingstonelandscapes.com

Instagram @rollingstonelandscapes

Photography by Natalie Hunfalvay

N SW
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When did you make your start?  After 

leaving school at 15 I started my training 

in landscape construction, drawn to the 

industry by my love of the outdoors. 

Soon, I developed a keen interest in 

architecture and the use of space. By 19 

I had started my own company which 

allowed me to develop my skills in design 

and construction. 

What is your design philosophy? I often

say that each landscape project has three 

clients. Firstly, there is the actual client 

who brings with them a personal brief 

and set of preferences; then there is the 

architecture, which has a voice and needs 

to be considered and respected. Lastly, 

there is the environment. This includes 

everything from the fall of the land, which 

aff ects drainage, to the aspect, which 

determines how well the plants will grow. 

Listening to all three voices is the key to a 

well-designed garden. 

What do you always prioritise? One of 

the key elements in a successful garden 

design is the correct scale. This touches 

each element of the garden and influences 

the material selection and choice of 

furniture right through to the plants and 

their eventual mature height and width. 

Too many people overlook the importance 

of scale or just get it wrong. Getting it right 

comes down to simple things like working 

out how wide the pavement needs to be 

so you can comfortably walk around and 

access furniture or making sure the size 

of the pavers is in proportion to the size of 

the area to be paved. 

How do you build relationships? From 

concept stage through to the build 

process, I prioritise close and constant 

communication — and getting to know 

the client well. It is never lost on me that 

the client has been thinking about their 

project for a long time — well before we 

fi rst meet. This is why it’s important to just 

stop, listen and allow the client to share 

their ideas with you fi rst. Next, I try to gain 

an understanding of the family and how 

they like to live because I can’t design a 

space unless I know who will be using it 

and how they will be using it. 

What services do you provide? We are a 

design and construction company with a 

special interest in the design of swimming 

pools, external structures such as pavilions 

and landscapes. We have a team of skilled 

professionals in our company who can 

undertake the entire process, from design 

to construction and handover. 

What are some career highs? Over the 

years we have constructed seven show 

gardens and been fortunate to win a Gold 

medal on each occasion, including at 

the Chelsea Flower Show in London. We 

have also won a slew of industry awards. 

Showcasing these projects in both my 

books, Resort Style Living and, more 

recently, Residential Landscape Design, 

has been a satisfying process for everyone 

involved in the creation of these spaces.

Rolling Stone Landscapes
rollingstonelandscapes.com

GETTING TO KNOW YOU
For Dean Herald, the founder of Rolling Stone Landscapes, 

the key to success is understanding how a client likes to live

D E A N  H E R A L D 



PROJECT DESIGN SERVICE www.castlight.com.au

Phone 02 9416 8606
Email contact@castlight.com.au 
Fax 02 9416 3610

102 Paci  c Highway
Roseville 
NSW 2069 Australia

Castlight extends your lighting options
Innovative Products - Creative Applications
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ENDURING STYLE
With its formal lines and simple, sophisticated approach            

to planting, this garden has a look that will never date
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With work already underway 

on the clients’ new home, 

Tom Fritsch, director of 

Vividgreen Landscapes, 

was called in to design a garden that would 

complement the scale, architectural style and 

fi nish of the contemporary two-storey abode.

The owners sought a structured garden; 

one that would look good from every angle 

and require scant maintenance. What Tom 

delivered was an elegant garden with a 

modern formal feel, a simple, logical layout 

and well-proportioned spaces, the view of 

which can be appreciated from both inside 

and outside of the home. 

“I kept the lines clean and the number of 

hard surface materials to a minimum so the 

planting palette, with its mix of contrasting 

textures, shapes and colours would be the 

main point of interest,” explains Tom. “That 

said, it was important that the planting 

integrated sympathetically with the home, 

eff ectively framing and softening it.”

In selecting the trees, Tom considered 

how they could be used as a feature in their 

own right, to divide spaces or create balance 

and a sense of depth. Consideration was 

also given to the mature height of the trees 

and ease of maintenance. 
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PROJECT DETAILS
Landscape design and construction

VIVIDGREEN LANDSCAPES
Address 51/3 Matis Street, Thornbury Vic 3071

Mobile 0432 020 889 

Website vividgreen.com.au

Photography by Patrick Redmond

V I C

“As the home is perched high on a 

corner block, I chose ‘Moss White’ silver 

birch trees for the front corner of the 

property. This gives privacy to the front 

living room windows from the street below 

yet still allows enough transparency for 

the home to be appreciated by passers-

by,” explains Tom. “We then used the 

same birch trees in the pool area and side 

entrance for consistency, to divide up 

pathways and add height.”

To provide an impressive view through 

the floor-to-ceiling window in the home’s 

foyer, Tom chose a Japanese maple as the 

feature planting, drawn by its distinctive 

trunk and vibrant seasonal foliage. “As the 

garden bed is so close to the house, a small 

tree was needed and using a deciduous tree 

made sense as it would let more light fi lter 

into the home through the cooler months of 

the year when its leaves dropped,” says Tom.

“To off set the seasonal feature trees, add 

structure and screen the property, there are 

hedges of evergreen fi cus, viburnum and 

Portuguese laurel, while ‘Little Gem’ and 

‘Teddy Bear’ magnolias were used for their 

contrasting glossy green and brown foliage,” 

he continues. “To fi ll out the garden areas 

there are low shrubs and groundcovers of 

Canary Island ivy, ligularia, clivia, raphiolepsis, 

arthropodium and Japanese spurge.”

The meticulously planned planting stands 

out against a background of white rendered 

walls and Grey Granite paving. Says Tom, 

“From design to construction we put a lot 

of eff ort into the planning and preparation 

of the hard surface areas to ensure the look 

was clean-lined and minimalist, in keeping 

with the architecture of the home, and the 

installation structurally sound.”

The home was already well served with 

lighting to outdoor entertaining areas, 

entranceways and pathways, but the 

Vividgreen Landscapes team did install 

garden spike and directional lighting to 

illuminate features such as the Japanese 

maple and the silver birch trees. 

Positioned to provide a clear sightline 

to the swimming pool, the covered alfresco 

area was another key element of the design. 

It includes benchtops that run the full width 

of the wall, an outdoor fridge, sink, cabinetry, 

barbecue and rangehood. To achieve such 

an enduringly stylish end result, Vividgreen 

worked closely with the builder, Living Edge 

Group, and the homeowners. 

26 | OUTDOOR DESIGN



ambertiles.com.au 
1300 139 868

indoor + out

Scan our QR code  
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What drew you to landscaping? I grew up 

surrounded by passionate gardeners and 

that inspired me to pursue a landscaping 

career.  After school, I had to decide between 

studying landscape architecture and 

jumping straight into a practical landscape 

construction apprenticeship. I chose to work 

for some of Melbourne’s leading landscape 

companies as an apprentice, garnering 

invaluable knowledge. During my 15 years 

in the industry, 10 of which have been 

under my own banner, I have also achieved 

a design certifi cate and extensive project 

management and estimating experience.

How do you defi ne good design? A well 

designed garden should be functional and 

well balanced with a simple yet contrasting 

combination of materials, textures and 

planting. And it should create diff erent areas 

of interest that can be appreciated every day 

and from various viewpoints. 

What is your design process? To establish 

a well-thought-out layout you fi rst need to 

understand all aspects of the client’s lifestyle. 

You then need to address the functionality, 

use and proportions of the area in question; 

also the location of windows, doors and 

any other structural elements that are 

immoveable. With the layout established, 

you can determine the materials and fi nishes 

for the garden, referencing the exterior and 

interior of the home and striving to blur the 

lines from inside to out.

How important is sustainability? Very and 

this is why I’d like to see the development of 

more sustainable products for use in home 

gardens. There are some great examples 

in use in commercial projects; recycled 

materials and products that cleverly solve 

or work to reduce environmental issues 

particularly around water and heat. I would 

really love to see this trend extended into 

residential gardens with more thought given 

to greening rooftops and facades and the 

capture and reuse of stormwater.

Can you share some career highlights? 

We’ve been fortunate to be involved with 

The Block over a few seasons, working on 

Max and Karstan’s terrace in Prahran and 

two terraces for the Port Melbourne season 

for Kim and Chris. It was a challenging 

experience but it was great to be able to 

produce all three terraces, from design and 

construction through to presentation to the 

judges — and do it on national TV. In addition, 

we’ve designed some incredible private 

and commercial gardens, including rooftop 

kindergartens, apartment outdoor spaces, 

a workplace garden for staff  and a wedding 

and glamping venue. We have had great 

clients who have allowed us to push our 

design ideas with some amazing results.

What services do you off er? We provide 

landscape design services that comprise 

consulting on all aspects of residential, 

commercial and green roof landscaping, 2D 

planning, visual modelling and 3D rendering. 

We also do construction drawings for 

engineering and building permit applications 

as well as town planning applications for 

residential and multi-residential projects. In 

addition, we cover all aspects of residential 

landscape construction with the majority 

of the projects we design being installed by 

our team of professional landscapers and 

carpenters and, recently, we established 

Greener Maintenance, our maintenance arm.

Vividgreen Landscapes, 
vividgreen.com.au

POINTS OF VIEW
Says Tom Fritsch, director of Vividgreen Landscapes, the       

key to good design is creating diff erent areas of interest

T O M  F R I T S C H
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NATURAL 
ATTRACTION

This simple, carefully considered design makes the most 
of the home’s coastal location and prized beach views

N SW



32 | OUTDOOR DESIGN

T this property, located in Sydney’s 

Northern Beaches, off ers to-die-

for coastal views from the front, 

which is why the swimming pool 

and an entertaining area were located there. 

To  take advantage of the cooling shade and 

provide repsite from the strong north-easterly 

winds in summer, a second, more sheltered 

entertaining area was located to the rear of the 

property. All entertaining areas and gardens, 

along with the new pool, were designed 

and project-managed by John Storch of A 

Total Concept, an award-winning company 

specialising in landscape architecture and 

swimming pool design. 

 “The secluded entertaining area was 

set adjacent to the indoor gym and has a 

strong visual link to the lounge and kitchen; 

also the  pool at the opposite side of the 

home,” explains John. “It was designed as a 

broad sunken area that incorporates existing 

masonry walls and recycled hardwood timber 

palisade walls that act as informal seating. 

There’s also matching recycled hardwood 

timber decking , a fi re pit, lighting for night 

time use and the entire area is surrounded by 

hardy native gardens.”

From the home, garage and lawn areas, 

the entertaining space is accessed via wide 

timber steps which are illuminated after dark 

by concealed strip lighting. The steps also 

provide overflow seating and reference the 

the recycled hardwood timber decking used 

within the sunken outdoor room.

In the front garden, the existing pool was 

demolished and replaced with a rectangular 

pool with an infi nity edge. A paved entertaining 

area was also built. Says John, “This is 

surrounded by simple garden areas that, 

together with the use of paving in a similar tone 

to the flooring inside the home, ensure that 

new and old spaces are well integrated. 

“In this part of the garden, the intent was 

to create an easy flow from the home to the 

outdoor areas with clean-lined, understated 

design. It was important that we didn’t detract 

from the main feature, that being the views of 

Manly and Shelly Beaches.”

The pool is lit with energy-effi  cient LED 

lighting. “The  washes of light and dancing 

shadows create an appealing ambience 

and are a strong visual feature that can be 

appreciated at night when the beaches are 

not seen,” says John. For ease of use, all of the 

electrical elements of the project, such as the 

garden lights, irrigation system and the pool 

lights and heating, are linked to the home’s 

smart switching system.

“The dappled blue of the glass tiles used 

on the interior surface of the geometrically 

shaped pool is reflected by the sparkling 

water and contrasts beautifully with the soft 

greys of the limestone used in the paved 
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entertaining area — also the greys in the 

foliage of some of the plants,” he adds.

The gardens contain an eclectic mix 

of robust coastal plant species, many of 

them Australian natives. The list includes 

bromeliads in various shades of grey, Senecio 

rowleyanus (known to many as string of 

pearls), Dichondra ‘Silver Falls’, Senecio ‘Chalk 

Sticks’, Carpobrotus glaucescens, Yucca 

elephantipes ‘Silver Spears’, Crassula ovata 

‘Blue Bird’, Senecio serpens, Kalanchoe 

thrysiflora and Rhaphiolepis ‘Snow Maiden’. 

In summing up, John says, “The visual 

simplicity of the design and the subtle use of 

quality materials unifi es the project and sets 

the components well into the surrounding 

landscaped gardens to provide two stunning 

outdoor rooms and a contemporary new 

pool. The end result is a beautifully integrated 

lifestyle and entertaining complex for the 

owners of this property. “

A Total Concept is an established, award-

winning design and management practice 

specialising in the integration of beautiful and 

functional pools, gardens and cabanas for 

projects ranging from simple family homes to 

elaborate residential properties; also boutique 

and resort-style developments. For this 

project, John and the team at A Total Concept 

have succeeded in creating an exquisite 

outdoor environment for the homeowners — 

one that maximises its natural surroundings, 

reflects the practice’s philosophy of “A Total 

Concept” and adds immeasurably to the 

lifestyle amenity and value of the property.
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What drew you to landscape design? My 

grandfather was a creative inventor and 

gardener. When I was a child he was forever 

talking to me and showing me his ideas and 

designs, and pointing out shapes, details 

and plants and how these went together in 

the world. He taught me how to be creative 

and to observe, feel and understand good 

and bad design, both in the natural and built 

environments. When he passed, his ideas, 

sketching notes and images became mine 

and he instilled in me a lifelong habit of 

collecting ideas and details, sketching and a 

love of plants. These ideas form the basis of 

the concept images library that we use when 

designing a garden. It was my grandfather 

who encouraged me to become a landscape 

architect. I now have over 35 years’ experience 

and a job that I love.

How do you approach the design process? 
The image at the top of the page accurately 

reflects my philosophy on design: simplicity. I 

believe that simple design lines, simple shapes 

and simple colour palettes always work better 

than complex, intricate designs. They create 

more peaceful spaces, are more pleasing 

to the eye and more inviting — and they are 

timeless. This, together with the use of quality 

materials and good detailing, ensures a garden 

project won’t date.

Do you have a preferred style? I believe 

a good designer should be able to work in 

any style and not be restricted to a particular 

design period. For my last home in Sydney 

I designed a lush tropical rear garden and 

opened the back of the house to the outdoor 

space, integrating the two together. For the 

front yard, I designed a very traditional garden. 

Ultimately, the gardens sold the property. My 

team and I have always worked on a broad 

range of projects, both in terms of size and 

design styles. Such diversity tends to keep you 

refreshed, open to new ideas, educated and 

up to speed with all current trends.

Is a holistic approach vital? Using a design 

company that views a site holistically and 

can provide good design advice on both 

the home and the external spaces — and 

how to link the two together — leads to 

the best results I believe. If one company 

looks at everything, the fi nished project 

will be designed to flow better and appear 

more integrated with a consistent design 

approach and material use throughout. In 

addition, it allows for better planning of the 

project to ensure that works are undertaken 

at the appropriate time, saving on the costs 

of having to re-work areas, even if the later 

works are years off . 

How do you build relationships? Over the 

years, I have found that clear and constant 

communication is the best way to ensure 

a successful client relationship in the 

short term. This usually takes the form of 

weekly progress updates. To ensure client 

satisfaction in the long term, the answer is 

to holistically design an integrated space 

and involve the client in the design process. 

Also, to create a design that suits the client’s 

budget and particular lifestyle, not mine! 

A Total Concept, 
atotalconcept.com.au

TOTAL INTEGRATION
For John Storch, landscape architect and founder of                      

A Total Concept, a cohesive design approach is vital

J O H N  ST O R C H
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EASY 
ELEGANCE

Boasting a fluid design and an 
elegant ambience, these spaces 
are the ideal complement to the 

home’s striking architecture

N SW
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T here are two keys to creating 

a successful garden: a clearly 

defi ned, well balanced structure 

and the generous use of a select 

number of materials, shapes and colours. 

The proof of this philosophy can be found in 

the pleasingly proportioned outdoor spaces 

that wrap around this newly built home on 

Sydney’s Upper North Shore. 

The design brief given to Justin Dibble 

at Fluid Design was to create a modern yet 

classic, stylish yet relaxed vibe for the pool 

and garden areas. Equally important was 

establishing a seamless transition between 

interior and exterior spaces. Justin’s clean-

lined, contemporary design is both stylish and 

family friendly. Throughout, the emphasis is 

on quality fi nishes and the use of greenery to 

soften the hard scaping elements.

With the design fi nalised, the exterior 

works were undertaken by Jason Chapman 

and the team at Elegant Landscapes, except 

for the pool which was built by Construction 

By Design, the same company that designed 

and built the house. 

Working to Justin’s design, Elegant 

Landscapes continued the monochrome 

palette of the house into the landscape by 

laying soft grey concrete-look porcelain 

tiles. To deliver on the owners’ requirement for 

the eff ortless integration of indoor-outdoor 

spaces, the team built a covered alfresco area 

onto which the interior lounge room opens. 

The outdoor kitchen in this area features 

a built-in BeefEater barbecue and a concrete 

benchtop, designed to match the internal 

fi nishes of the house; also a sink and a glass-

door bar fridge. To keep the area light and 

bright, skylight windows were incorporated 

into the roof. Downlights make the space 

inviting at night while ceiling fans keep things 

cool in summer and ceiling heaters warm 

things up in winter.

Additional outdoor room-style spaces 

were also created, including a central 

courtyard with a waterwall clad in teal mosaic 

tile and a cantilevered spotted gum timber 

bench where the family can simply sit and 

relax. Then there’s a cosy, plant-embraced 
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FLUID DESIGN
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Email info@fluidlandscapedesign.com.au

Website fluidlandscapedesign.com.au

Landscape construction

ELEGANT LANDSCAPES
Mobile 0402 572  452

Email jason@elegantlandscapes.net.au

Website elegantlandscapes.net.au
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fi re pit area. For this space, an EcoSmart 

Arc ethanol fi re pit with a Graphite fi nish 

was chosen and the Elegant Landscapes 

team constructed, on-site, a sleek, polished 

concrete bench. 

Outdoor styling and decor were important 

components of the design with the inclusion 

of a Rivas Design mirror on the wall adjacent 

to the pool, feature pots from The Balcony 

Garden and lanterns from West Elm. This 

adds panache to the landscape and the use 

of black accents, which extends to the water 

feature in the front garden and the fi nish 

of the garden lights from Cosmo Lighting, 

reference the home’s black aluminium 

windows and doors.

The planting is largely formal in design and 

integral to the success of the project. Starting 

in the front garden, Elegant Landscapes 

planted Snow Pear trees along the front fence 

for privacy from the street; for privacy from 

 neighbours, they planted ‘Natchez’ crepe 

myrtle along the driveway and quandong 

along the other side of the garden. Several 

Magnolia ‘Teddy Bear’ were used as feature 

trees while Buxus was used for low hedges 

bordering pathways and garden beds.

In the courtyard there is a feature Japanese 

maple (Acer palmatum ‘Sango Kaku’) in the 

raised planter, lilly pilly hedges and strips 

of mini mondo grass between tiled pads. 

Moving to the rear garden, the central feature 

is an olive tree. Here you will also fi nd more 

Magnolia ‘Teddy Bear’ (along the pool 

wall) and Snow Pears (along the boundary), 

creating a link between front and rear gardens.  

As for the pool, this was located against 

the house providing a beautiful view from the 

home’s internal living space. At the far end of 

the pool there is a large, shallow ledge where 

young children can safely play and this is also 

a great spot for the parents to chill out in while 

watching their kids swim. Deep charcoal-

coloured pool tiles were used to complement 

the dark features of the home and landscape, 

ensuring a look of complete cohesion and a 

sense of easy elegance throughout. 

JUSTIN DIBBLE 
Principal Designer and Director,

Fluid Design

JASON CHAPMAN 
Director,

Elegant Landscapes



Boutique Landscape & Swimming Pool Design
We simply enjoy creating stunning outdoor living spaces that are tailored 
to our clients’ needs, adding value to their family’s lifestyle and property.

Justin Dibble  |  0402 126 717  |  info@fl uidlandscapedesign.com.au

Elegant Landscapes
Elegant Landscapes specialises in landscape construction 
and pool surrounds. We love creating beautiful practical 
outdoor spaces and seeing clients visions come to life.

Jason Chapman  |  0402 572 452
jason@elegantlandscapes.net.au

fl uidlandscapedesign.com.au

elegantlandscapes.net.au
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AMONG 
THE GUM TREES

Drawing design inspiration from the natural surrounds, 
this garden exudes a casual beach-bush getaway vibe

V I C
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With the beach just a stone’s 

throw away and tranquil 

views of established gum 

trees all around, the owners 

of this Victorian property, previously owned 

by the singer Xavier Rudd, wanted a new 

swimming pool and garden to reflect the 

natural beauty that surrounded them on all 

sides. To achieve their vision, they turned to 

Inge Jabara Landscapes.

During their initial meeting with landscape 

architect Inge Jabara, the homeowners 

explained they wanted a sustainable and eco-

friendly garden, one that would have a rustic, 

beach-bush getaway feel, not unlike what 

you’d fi nd in a wellness retreat in Queensland.

One of the fi rst things Inge addressed was 

the lack of a formal entrance to the home. 

“Previously, the owners had been using the 

back door as the main entrance, so I created 

a meandering boardwalk through the gum 

trees to the grand front door,” she explains.

“Another major change was to build a 

pool where the old driveway and parking area 

had been. I always try to design gardens that 

have minimal impact on existing services, 

however the only possible location for a pool 

— one that did not sit under a gum tree — was 

the driveway area. As I wanted to move the 

cars from the front of the house to the back 

anyway, this worked out well, creating room 

for not only a new pool, but a garden and 

large lawn area too.

“I also moved the section of the driveway 

that had circled the house further into the 

bush. Now you enter around the perimeter of 

the boundary and turn towards the back of the 

house, where new guest car parking has been 

made and a car port built. This keeps the new 

pool, entertaining area and gardens car-free.”

Every element of the design, which 

includes the materials, has been carefully 

considered. Take the fencing as an example. 

This was created from timber-capped steel 

reo mesh to provide uninterrupted views of 

the surrounding bush but keep the family’s 

dogs contained. For the boardwalk, Inge 

chose spotted gum timber; for the paving, 

Kakadu Slate crazy paving, and for the pool’s 

feature infi nity wall, granite.

The pool, which was designed by Inge 

Jabara Landscapes and built by Franklin 

Pools Australia, is, of course, a standout 

feature of the new landscape design. “The 

INGE JABARA
Landscape Architect 

and Director, 
Inge Jabara Landscapes
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INGE JABARA LANDSCAPES
Address 900 Glen Huntly Road, 

Caulfi eld South Vic 3162

Phone (03) 9046 1966

Email info@ingejabaralandscapes.com.au

Website ingejabaralandscapes.com.au

Instagram @ingejabaralandscapes

Photography by Tim Turner

V I C
homeowners wanted a fresh-water pool so 

a special pool fi lter was designed to achieve 

this, meaning no chlorine is required,” says 

Inge. “Both the pool and house are totally 

reliant on tank  water and are connected 

to solar panels for increased sustainability. 

For ease of use, all the pool functions are 

operated via a Wi-Fi controlled Viron 

Connect automation system.” 

Given the property’s close connection 

to the bush, plant selection was key. “We 

used mostly a palette of native plants that 

were local to the area, such as Themeda 

triandra, Dianella tasmanica and Rhagodia 

spinescens to encourage native animals. 

However, the owners did want ornamental 

flowering plants for one garden bed so for this 

I chose a mixture of Salvia offi  cinalis, Echium 

candicans and Aloe vera. In addition, there is 

a full working veggie garden,” says Inge. 

This is a garden designed to be enjoyed, 

so making outdoor entertaining easy was 

a priority. Part of that included relocating 

an existing pizza oven and building a 

handcrafted spotted gum timber-topped 

prep bench beside it. This part of the garden, 

which directly overlooks the pool, is the 

perfect spot to relax, share a meal with friends 

and take in the beauty of the bushland  

beyond the property’s boundary.
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SMALL WONDER
With good design you can achieve big things in small spaces
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A 
small garden can have just about 

everything a larger outdoor space 

can have — you just have to be 

creative. Having built a new home, 

the owners wanted to make the most of their 

rear garden but they didn’t really know what 

might be possible, so they turned to Matthew 

Sears from Rich Earth.

“They had the desire for a garden that would 

be low maintenance, beautiful and function as a 

seamless extension of their home. It needed to 

be a practical entertaining space for family and 

friends and be able to cope with the owners’ 

large dogs,” says Matthew.

Matthew’s design, which he describes as 

“relaxed, unfussy and contemporary”, cleverly 

addresses every element of the brief. To 

maximise the space and keep the plants from 

being trampled by the dogs, there are raised 

beds around the perimeter. These are home to 

hardy plants that need little attention.

The Ash granite paving is an easy-care 

choice; one that looks sophisticated and 

modern. This is contrasted by the warm, rich 

tones of the blackbutt screening, installed to 

enhance the privacy of the space.

“To provide somewhere to sit when 

entertaining, we installed a built-in, L-shaped 

bench. To complement the screening, 

blackbutt was used in the construction of the 



MAT THEW SEARS 
Designer and Director,

Rich Earth
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bench, also the cabinet for the custom-built 

barbecue,” says Matthew.

The barbecue is a feature of the design. 

Tucked discreetly into a corner of the garden, 

it boasts a polished concrete bench top and 

splashback by Pittorino Designs that works in 

harmony with the colour of the paving and the 

in-built planters.

In smaller spaces where everything is very 

much on show, great care needs to be taken 

when selecting every element, including 

the plants. The main feature tree is a Cercis 

canadensis ‘Forest Pansy’. This is a compact 

deciduous tree that provides shade in summer, 

beautiful pink blooms in spring and, in winter, 

when its leaves drop, it maximises the amount 

of sun the garden receives. 

The raised beds are also home to Alpinia 

caerulea ‘Red Back’, a fast-growing plant 

that’s ideal for use as a narrow screen in smaller 

spaces, as well as Crassula, Senecio ‘Ice Sticks’ 

and Philodendron ‘Xanadu’, all hardy but 

beautiful plants. 

Says Matthew, “There is now a lovely flow 

from inside to out and the owners have an 

outdoor entertaining area that is lush, makes 

the most of the available space and keeps every 

family member happy, including the dogs.”

PROJECT DETAILS
Landscape design and construction

RICH EARTH LANDSCAPE GARDENS PTY LTD
Address Engadine, NSW

Mobile 0466 658 964

Email matthew@richearth.com.au

Website richearth.com.au

Photography by Peter Brennan
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SLICE OF 
HEAVEN

From a dry gully to a plant-fi lled 
subtropical haven, this garden 

transformation is truly impressive
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H idden in a small valley in the 

inner western suburbs of 

Brisbane is this architectural 

gem. You wouldn’t know it, 

but there are neighbours all around, none 

of whom can see into this secret subtropical 

retreat. However it wasn’t always like this.

The site has undergone a signifi cant 

transformation under the guiding hand 

of Will Marcus, principal of ARGO. “It was 

a steeply sloping, dry, rocky piece of land 

that fed into a dry gully,” says Will of the 

site when he fi rst saw it. “Mature eucalypts 

covered the property and their phyto-toxins 

had eff ectively poisoned the soil, which 

prevented anything other than sparse grasses 

and brambles from growing.” Needless to 

say, it was uninviting and barren — a vast 

contradiction to how the site appears now.

The owner of the property is an 

internationally renowned horticulturist and a 

recent winner of the Grand Prix International 

Orchid Festival. “His skill in horticultural 

selections, with many rare and exotic species, 

has made this garden a delight at every turn,” 

says Will. The combined skills of ARGO and 

the owner have transformed this dry gully into 

an unrecognisable subtropical haven.

This site was fraught with problems, 

including a main sewer line under the proposed 

pool area, an easement with tree protection 

legislation, poor access, diffi  cult-to-manage 

steep slopes, rock only half a metre below 

the surface, snakes and a general covenant 

on vegetation. With the help of Clegg Town 

Planning, structural engineers Newport 

Consulting Engineers, private certifi ers at 

Apex Building and Development Consultants, 

an arborist and a hydraulic engineer, ARGO 

managed to deliver a master plan and then a 

set of detailed construction documents for the 

development of this challenging site. 

“The basic layout involves complex 

geometries, which create a platform area at 

the pool level into which a pool pavilion, spa 

pool and loggia and lawn can all be placed,” 
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explains Will. “This platform is signifi cantly 

3.5m lower than the main living level of 

the existing home, which means that the 

poolscape needed to be self-suffi  cient, 

including having its own bathroom, kitchen, 

barbecue, drinks fridges and shower, a gym 

for the children and a lounge room complete 

with sofas, dining table for eight and TV.” The 

client’s brief was to create a place that their six 

children would be happy to enjoy regularly.

Entering the site was diffi  cult from the 

outset. To resolve this issue, ARGO designed 

a serpentine staircase that winds and steps 

down into the garden from the front gate. It 

continues past the house entry, feature aviary 

and fountain to the orchid pavilion, on to the 

lower house level where the boys sleep and, 

fi nally, through an arbour into the poolscape 

area where all the activity occurs. Beyond the 

pool, a hidden track of stepping stones leads 

to a fi re pit and, more recently, the chicken 

coup. The garden is full of secrets and features 

areas to sit and talk, read or hide.

The landscape also features beautiful 

Sepik River sculptures, including a row of 

crocodiles adorning the orchid pavilion rafters. 

The beautiful stone tiles for the project were 

supplied by Eco Outdoor. Slate has been used 

for the concourses and pool plinths and the 

driveway is made from real cobblestone.

For the hardscape Will always specifi es 

the most durable materials that also have 

easy cleaning properties. The multi-coloured 

slate concourse tile was selected to hide the 

inevitable staining from gum leaf and gum nut 

fall. The gum tree litter was such a problem 

on this site that ARGO decided upon a multi-

layered approach. A Paramount PCC 2000 

in-floor pool cleaning system manages the 

pool and spa, and black AntiWave gratings line 

the horizon edge gutters that constantly peel 

off  the water surface.
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WILL MARCUS
Principal Designer and Director,

Argo Architects

The interior surfaces of the pool were 

also selected because of their highly resilient 

capabilities, including a Jewels4Pools glass 

bead interior fi nish and Bisazza’s Le Gemme 

range of glass waterline and spa pool tiles with 

a Filgel epoxy grouting system. These highly 

durable fi nishes withstand the punishing use 

and marine environment and resist staining, 

but if stained, are easy to clean. “These are 

important aspects to consider when  selecting 

pool fi nishes because not all fi nishes are born 

equal,” adds Will.

ARGO took the approach that the pool 

fence should be invisible. As a result, the pool 

safety fencing extends away from the pool 

area behind the pavilion and below in the 

gully, but where it separates the house from 

the poolscape it has been woven into small 

structures and hidden by planting as it changes 

from frameless glass gates built into an arbour 

to a black powdercoated aluminium pool fence 

where it threads through gardens. The black 

colour makes the fencing hard to see and works 

especially well with garden foliage.

However, all this eff ort is of no worth if 

the build team are below standard and the 

equipment selected is inadequate. Such 

poolscapes as this are generally considered 

more complex than even a standard house 

build, so not every builder or build team is 

capable of this type of outcome. Under the 

careful and expert eye of ARGO project 

managers, this project was developed over 

six months using three contractors (for the 

pool, pavilion and hardscape) and a variety of 

tradesmen (for the electrical works, licensed 

plumbing, fencing, irrigation and softscapes). 

The coordination and pre-selection of such 

teams is a critical part in the successful 

outcome and one that takes experience to 

manage. Rogers Pools built the pool and spa 

and Paul Byrne Landscape Design built the 

hardscapes, and without their combined high 

level of expertise and care the project would 

not have been as successful.

Because of the signifi cant horticultural 

eff ort around this poolscape, it was important 

for the pool to have a presence as the 

centrepiece. In response to this, ARGO 

developed the pool between four massive 

stone tiled plinths which mark the pool in a 

similar way to the Javanese Palace pool in the 

Kraton at Surakarta in Indonesia. This temple-

like space was extended to the pool pavilion, 

which is based on a fusion of Queenslander-

style architecture with Japanese temple 

proportions. Its fully openable facades allow for 

breezes when needed, supplemented by two 

fans from Big Ass Fans and a back-up split air 

conditioner for those Brisbane days that are 

too hot and humid to manage any other way.

This subtropical retreat borrows heavily 

from several cultures to achieve its character 

but, in the end, it delivers a fascinating 

garden setting into which relaxation and 

recreation for the family can truly occur in 

any weather at any time.



SUBTROPICAL 
HEAVEN

Have you ever dreamt of creating your own resort or or little piece of heaven in the privacy of your own back yard? This 
pool, featured in this edition, is the result of the collaboration between ARGO Architects+ Landscape Architects who 
designed and documented this project, directing the selection of heating equipment provided by QIS Solarwise, Pool 
interior by Jewels4Pools, pool construction by Rogers Pools and landscape construction by Paul Byrne Landscape Design. 

and passion driven by a collective vision can make your dream come true.

ARCHITECTS
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS

Be 
Immer-
sive
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DREAMING OF BALI
Australia’s love aff air with Bali shows no signs of abating as this 

luxuriant and authentic Balinese garden so ably proves

Q L D
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Having created many Bali-style 

gardens in the past, multi-award-

winning designer  Noel Brown 

of Bioscapes Gold Coast is a 

recognised doyen in the fi eld, but with the 

owners of this garden — who also happen to 

be the owners of leading Balinese importers, 

Tropical Living — the pressure was on.

Says Noel, “The homeowners wanted 

to showcase their amazing products and 

recreate a piece of Bali, right in their own 

backyard. Given they are experts in all things 

Balinese, we knew they would have exacting 

standards but we were up for the challenge.

“I draw my inspiration for this style of 

garden from two decades of travelling to Bali 

and studying the Zen-like simplicity and not-

so-perfect fi nishes which make a Balinese 

garden so quintessentially Balinese. This is 

something we have endeavoured to replicate 

in this garden, to give the look and feel that 

you are actually in Bali.” 

The garden design process began with 

several lengthy site visits, a series of client 

consultations and many hours spent looking 

through Tropical Living’s treasure trove of 

stock. “Shortly after being commissioned, 

they informed me they were off  to Bali on a 

work trip. Basically, they said ‘We trust you — 

you know what we’re after’ and they left me 

to get on with it,” says Noel.  

Noel’s is a design of many carefully 

considered parts. One of the most compelling 

is the authentic, hand-dressed and -crafted 

hardwood Balinese pagoda/shrine, which is 

the main focal point of the design. “You just 

need one glimpse of this feature and the 

lovely Buddha statue and suddenly you feel 

like you’re in Bali,” says Noel.

“The bright red backing is for impact and 

contrast; it also references the owners’ use 

of red in other parts of their garden, such as 

the pool area,” he continues. “Leaf-patterned 

laser-cut panels with no backing reveal the 

greenery behind them and help to make 

the pattern pop. To either side there are 

eye-catching plantings, such as Aechmea 

blanchetiana, a brightly coloured bromeliad, 

and Buddha’s Belly bamboo.”

Staggered handcarved Lava stone steps 

that widen to the width of the shrine lead you 

from the home to this near-sacred place in 

the garden. Adds Noel, “These beautifully 

textured step treads perfectly set off  the look 

I was trying to achieve and the fact that they 

will age gracefully and collect moss over time 

means they will give that lived-in look you see 

in older Balinese gardens.”

Once at the shrine, if you turn around and 

look back towards the house you spy a ‘secret 

garden’. This is a space blanketed in green 

lawn and featuring a beautiful embossed 

glazed pot. Rising up from the pot is a palm 

not often seen in Australian gardens — the 

Hawaiian fan palm. This is complemented by 

a mix of broad-leaf plants, crucial for creating 

that authentic Balinese look.

“Bodies of water are an essential part of 

a Balinese garden,” says Noel. “Here I chose 

to create two ponds and raise them 800mm 

above the ground. This made it possible for 

them to be viewed and enjoyed from several 

vantage points around the property. Raising 

them also gave us greater water depth which 

keeps the water cooler for the fi sh in the 

warmer months and allowed us to install 

structures and aquatic plants to enhance 

aesthetics and help protect the fi sh from birds. 

“Crowning each pond is a ‘Mountain rock’ 

pot from Indonesia. I spent hours hand-

scratching out mini channels through the top 
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PROJECT DETAILS
Landscape design and construction

BIOSCAPES GOLD COAST
Mobile 0413 127 890

Email noelbrown@bioscapes.com.au

Website bioscapes.com.au

Instagram @bioscapesgoldcoast

Facebook @bioscapesgoldcoast 

TROPICAL LIVING
Mobile 0419 204 154

Email info@tropicalliving.com.au

Website tropicalliving.com.au

Facebook @TropicalLivingCornubia

Photography by Clinton Black
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of the pots to allow the water to flow evenly 

out and around their perimeter. In time, the 

pots will develop an aged patina and grow 

moss, giving that traditional Balinese look.

“The two water features are also self-

levelling and joined together underground 

with a 150mm PVC pipe. This comes out 

at the bottom of each feature and is now 

known as the ‘Nemo highway’ because, on 

some days, the owners will notice a lack of 

fi sh in one water feature, only to fi nd them all 

congregating in the other one!” 

As this is a garden that is used at night, 

extensive lighting was installed. “Both the 

lights and the water features have been put 

on timers,” adds Noel. “Each day, around 

dinner time, they switch on so the owners 

can enjoy the ambience of the lights and the 

subtle sound of the water trickling — this is 

the icing on the cake in this relaxing garden.”

The judges of the 2019 Landscape 

Queensland Construction Excellence Awards 

were also impressed by the end result. The 

custom water features won the Best Landscape 

Feature Residential 2 category and the 

garden received a Highly Commended in the 

Contractor Design & Construct 1 category.
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M E E T  T H E  D E S I G N E R

What drew you to landscaping? Going back 

30 years ago, I worked part-time on Saturdays 

for an Italian stone mason and loved what he 

was creating. He had a partner who did all 

the landscaping once the stone walls were 

built and I was amazed by the end product. At 

the age of 22 I started my own business and 

went on to achieve a Diploma of Horticulture, 

a Diploma of Landscape Design and both a 

Queensland and NSW Builders Licence — the 

rest is history!

What goes into creating a good design? 

Primarily, I believe a designer must truly 

love nature and have a passion to recreate 

it. When designing a garden I start from the 

premise that every piece of land has spirit 

and that everything I fi ll that space with, be it 

plants or water features, must create absolute 

beauty to connect with the spirit and Mother 

Earth. Functionality and usability are, of 

course, key factors to a successful design but 

so too is appealing to all the senses.

Do you have a preferred style? During the 

25 years I have been designing gardens, I 

have drawn on many styles and themes from 

all over the world. However, as I primarily 

work in Queensland, I have designed a lot of 

subtropical and Balinese gardens — gardens 

with a resort-style feel. My inspiration for 

these gardens is deep-seated and stems from 

two decades of travelling to Bali and studying 

the Zen-style simplicity and imperfect fi nishes 

that typify a Balinese garden. My goal is to 

recreate that look so clients feel like they are in 

Bali when they’re in their own garden. 

How do you approach each new project? 

I believe that spending lots of time on the 

land or property is crucial, as is working out 

how each area could best be used, studying 

the sun’s positioning throughout the year 

so you can ensure the planting will be 

successful, and gaining an understanding of 

how the clients want to use and experience 

their garden. For my multi-award-winning 

job in Teneriff e, a riverside inner-Brisbane 

suburb, I made 15 site visits over a 12-month 

period prior to commencement.

How do you ensure a good result? It is really 

important to get to know your clients — what 

they love, desire and need — because only 

then can I come up with a design that will 

send them over the moon. Spending a lot of 

time with the client prior to putting pen to 

paper is crucial. The design process involves 

lengthy discussions and lots of imagery to 

tantalise! I will not move forward on a project 

until the clients and I have an intricate 

understanding of what will be delivered. 

What services do you provide? We off er 

a complete design, consulting and building 

package. We create gardens from the 

ground up using our in-house, multi-skilled 

construction team which I head up and which 

covers all aspects of hard and soft landscaping. 

Over the years we have been privileged 

to win several awards for our  work. At the 

2019 Landscape Queensland Construction 

Excellence Awards we took out fi ve honours, 

including winner of the Residential 1 category, 

a Highly Commended in the Residential 

$200,000+ category for a project in Sanctuary 

Cove, and a Highly Commended in the 

Contractor Design & Construct 3 category.

Bioscapes Gold Coast, 
bioscapes.com.au

DIVINE INSPIRATION
Connecting to the spirit of the land is an essential part of the 

process for Noel Brown, founder of Bioscapes Gold Coast

N O E L B R OW N
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RESORT LIVING
This outdoor retreat has a relaxed resort vibe thanks to 
the gem-like pool interior and Hamptons-style cabana
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From the stylish Hamptons-inspired 

cabana to the enticing swimming 

pool, complete with submerged 

bench, and the expertly landscaped 

surrounds, this incredibly inviting outdoor 

retreat has everything a Queensland family 

needs to enjoy a relaxed alfresco lifestyle. 

Boasting clean lines and a look of pared-

back elegance, the new pool, designed and 

built by Beau Corp Aquatics & Construction, 

under the guiding hand of co-director 

Matthew Harriden, as was the cabana and 

landscaping, perfectly complements the 

owners’ lifestyle and home. In fact, you could 

say the pool is the jewel in the crown of this 

well-considered outdoor design.

“The pool is fully tiled with stunning, richly 

coloured sukabumi stone which means the 

interior surface shines in hues of emerald and 

jade green as the sun moves across the sky,” 

says Matthew. “The beautiful green tones are 

slightly diff erent on each tile, adding to the 

ever-changing eff ect, and the stone’s durability 

and non-slip fi nish make it the ideal choice for 

the interior surface of a pool.”

When the owners approached Beau Corp, 

they didn’t just want a pool. “They wanted to 

fully utilise the space in the far-right corner of 

the block. That meant a pool but also a bespoke 

cabana and planting that would provide privacy 
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MAT THEW HARRIDEN
Co-Director, 

Beau Corp Aquatics & 
Construction

PROJECT DETAILS
Project design and construction 

BEAU CORP AQUATICS & CONSTRUCTION 
Address 186 Latrobe Terrace, 

Paddington Qld 4064

Phone (07) 3368 3893 

Email admin@beaucorp.net.au 

Website www.beaucorp.net.au 
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and wrap the area in green,” explains Matthew.  

The new pool, which measures 8m x 4m, is 

surrounded by light-coloured granite coping 

and paving which extends to the poolside 

cabana. The pale tones of the paving allow 

the rich colour of the pool tiles to claim centre 

stage. Access from the house to the pool is via a 

granite stepping-stone path that leads through 

a lush green lawn. 

The custom-designed and -built cabana 

is very much on-trend, drawing its inspiration 

from Hamptons-style architecture. It features 

a classic gable roof, shutter-style louvres, a 

whitewashed ceiling and a cool, coastal colour 

scheme that is predominantly white with a 

back wall in subtle grey.

“Echoing the colour scheme of the home, 

the white of the cabana, the bright hue of the 

water and the pale granite paving combine 

to create an understated and sophisticated 

aesthetic — one that can be enjoyed from 

every angle thanks to the frameless glass pool 

fence that provides uninterrupted garden 

views,” says Matthew. 

For the planting around the pool and 

cabana, Matthew kept things simple and 

classic. “We used lily pillies because they grow 

quickly, create an excellent backdrop of green 

and are a hardy native plant,” he says, “We also 

used Leylandi conifers along one side as they 

are a fast-growing evergreen plant, have a tall, 

conical shape that doesn’t take up much space 

and we like the contrasting look of the darker 

green tones of the conifers against the paler 

tones of the lily pillies.”

Potted plants bring some greenery inside 

the cabana, which the family can enjoy while 

relaxing on the outdoor lounge furniture 

between dips in the pool or when entertaining 

friends. There is also lighting in the cabana, 

downlights in the ceiling and a pendant light, so 

the space can be enjoyed after dark. 

“The pool also includes submerged LED 

lighting and strategically placed lights among 

the landscaping, allowing the pool to be 

enjoyed at any time,” adds Matthew. 

To ensure pool maintenance  would be as 

easy as possible, Beau Corp installed an e25 

salt chlorinator and a Viron Active Glass Media 

fi ltration system from AstralPool. This lowers 

running costs and allows the owners to spend 

less time attending to the pool and more time 

enjoying it. Additionally, the recycled glass 

crystals favoured by the Viron Active Glass 

Media system reduce the risk of bacteria build-

up, more so than when sand is used. 

At Beau Corp Aquatics & Construction, 

strong emphasis is placed on creating beautiful 

outdoor environments. Specialising in the 

design and construction of upscale pools 

and landscapes, the company can add all 

the fi nishing touches to a new pool area and 

landscape with the same care and dedication 

applied to each and every project.
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Words: Motoyoshi Kihara

Over the years we have built many 

Japanese-style water features for 

our clients; some simple basins 

in small courtyards, others large 

backyard ponds. With an increase in the 

number of Australians travelling to Japan, 

Japanese-style water features have become 

even more popular. People love Japan and the 

beautiful gardens they see there so having a 

Japanese water feature of their own is a great 

way to remember their travels.

Things to consider
If you’re thinking about a Japanese water 

feature, you need to consider four main things: 

the size of your garden, style and construction 

method, amount of maintenance required and 

cost. The Tsukubai — comprised of a spout and 

water basin — is a good option for many people 

as it is small, easy to construct and needs 

minimal maintenance.

The traditional Japanese Tsukubai has a 

bamboo water spout which slowly drips water 

into a stone water basin underneath but the 

style can be customised to suit almost any 

setting. A more modern interpretation is to 

use a copper pipe instead of a bamboo spout 

and a concrete basin instead of a stone one. 

Just remember that a Japanese garden should 

embrace all the senses so the basin should be 

surrounded by lush green planting to engage 

the eye and complement the sound of the 

gently flowing water. 

Practical matters
In traditional times, the water bowl needed 

regular cleaning and stagnant water was a 

problem. These days we install an electric pump 

to circulate the water. Installing a pump reduces 

the amount of water required and avoids the 

need for chlorine. In the summer months, 

having a pump circulate the water will also keep 

the water free of algae and keep mosquitoes 

from nesting in the basin.

There aren’t usually any water leakage 

issues with the water bowl, however you need 

to be aware that water naturally evaporates 

so you will have to add water from time to 

time so the pump doesn’t burn out due to 

lack of running water. Setting up the pump 

with a digital timer is a good way to ensure this 

doesn’t become a problem. 

For larger gardens
A large-scale pond or flowing stream is the 

dream for many. Picture natural rock forms, 

water tumbling into a fi sh-fi lled pond and 

surrounds planted with Japanese maples. 

This kind of garden is usually only found in 

shrines, temples and traditional Japanese 

inns. In Australia, we are lucky enough to have 

the space in many of our gardens to achieve 

something like this. 

Building a pond or stream is not easy so 

you need expert guidance. Also, a larger 

stream or pond requires a higher level of 

maintenance so invest in quality pumps and 

fi lters. This is especially important if you plan 

to have fi sh in the pond as you won’t be able 

to use use chemicals to keep the water clear. 

Water plants can help but algae will grow 

in sunnier positions so you need to get the 

location right at the design stage.

Replicating nature
Pond construction methods vary, from 

concrete (which costs more) to using a pond 

liner to contain the water in-ground (best 

suited to natural-looking ponds). The pond 

edge will be determined by the shape and size 

of the rocks. When choosing rocks, go to your 

local quarry and look for rocks with interesting, 

aesthetically pleasing shapes and forms. 

In a traditional Japanese garden, a stream 

would typically follow a convoluted path 

leading from nearby mountains. The most 

successful manmade streams tell a story, 

create intrigue and encourage the viewer to 

wonder where the stream started. 

Whatever style of Japanese water feature 

you choose, it will bring tranquility to your 

garden and create a peaceful outlook you can 

enjoy from your home.

SENSE OF  SERENITY
Be it a stone basin and spout or a flowing stream, nothing is as 

soothing to the senses as a traditional Japanese water feature
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Motoyoshi Kihara is the lead designer and director of 

Kihara Landscapes, an award-winning Melbourne 

practice specialising in Japanese garden design. 

kiharalandscapes.com.au 
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 Words: Dean Herald

T here are a great many things to 

be considered when designing a 

garden or outdoor entertaining area, 

but the most critical element is scale. 

Get it right and the design will be a success. 

Get it wrong and the garden will look and feel 

unbalanced, sounding a loud, jarring note.

The fi ner detals
Scale plays a role not only in the broader design 

but also in the fi ner details of each individual 

space. It can be expressed in many ways, 

such as knowing how big a paved area you 

need so that when you pull back a chair from 

your outdoor dining table you don’t lose the 

back legs in a garden bed. Or it might be an 

understanding of the space required so you 

can stand at the barbecue without having your 

guests bump you while you’re cooking. 

In the garden it is about understanding how 

tall and wide the plants will grow so they will be 

proportionate to the space and complement 

the surrounding architecture. This extends 

to sculptural pieces, pots, ornaments and 

furniture — they need to be of an appropriate 

size for the space they will inhabit. 

Matter of perspective
Viewing perspectives are just as important. 

Before choosing where to put a sculpture or 

place a structure, consider all the diff erent 

points from which you will be viewing that 

particular area. And consider your main lines of 

sight from the house. If you feel the view from 

the kitchen is the most important one, ensure 

that key features are in full view from that 

space — and that long-term plant growth won’t 

impact that.

When it comes to the selection of hard 

scaping materials, scale also needs to be 

considered. This will determine the size of the 

pavers and feature walling materials you use, 

also the width of the decking boards.

Better understanding
Understanding the impact of scale allows you 

to better plan and consider every element of 

a garden. As mentioned, this includes getting 

the size of an entertaining area right and the 

furniture within it as well as ensuring everything 

has the correct orientation. And it carries into 

the plant selection process. With scale in 

mind, you can choose plants not just on their 

appearance but their long-term growth — and 

BALANCING ACT 
When designing a garden, getting the scale right matters

you can ensure they are placed correctly for 

optimum viewing pleasure. 

So, when you look at images of gardens and 

entertaining spaces that you love, notice how 

all the elements seem to sit quietly in place — 

that’s a sign of a garden with correct scale.  

Dean Herald is an award-winning landscape 

designer and founder of Sydney-based Rolling 

Stones Landscapes. rollingstonelandscapes.com



www.futurewood.com.au
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Futurewood supplies a quality range of environmentally 
friendly, low maintenance, timber alternative building 
products including composite timber screening, cladding 
and decking.

Futurewood’s composite timber decking range is one 
of the largest in the country and the recently released 
CleverDeck Xtreme “capped” composite decking board 
is receiving great interest based on the range of colours, 
performance, quality and value.

Here are a few examples of entertainment and outdoor 
living areas made all the more enjoyable courtesy of 
Futurewood’s CleverDeck Xtreme capped composite 
Timber Decking.

From a wonderful Basalt coloured entertainer’s delight 
in Brisbane to a Limestone Grey coloured costal retreat 
in Shell harbour or the Autumn Drift coloured deck out 
in a country bush setting, CleverDeck Xtreme provides 

the decking answer.  Uncompromising quality, low 
maintenance decking that is surprisingly affordable and it 
allows the owners of this fi ne home more time to enjoy the 
luxuries of their surroundings.

CleverDeck Xtreme capped composite timber decking 
never needs oiling or painting and is easy to clean. 
Whether you need a party deck or one for quiet 
contemplation your time wil be spent on your recreational 
pursuits and not on re-oiling, patching or regular 
scrubbing to remove food or beverage stains. The hard 
outer shell is UV reisistant, water proof and most stains 
can be removed simply by mopping the decking surface. 

CleverDeck Xtreme is a co-extruded decking meaning that it 
is made up of 2 separate layers of material. The internal core 
is traditional composite timber blended from recycled plastic 
and hardwood sawdust ground in to a powder and mixed 
together.  Over this core we apply a hard, outer shell or cap 
made from a special mix of virgin polymers that completely 

encapsulates the core. The Xtreme cap is made from a blend 
of materials designed to make it super tough and much 
harder to scratch than traditional composite timber. It is 
virtually water proof and that means it is very hard to stain 
and easy to clean. The cap’s virgin polymer blend allows the 
use of vibrant colour hues with subtle streaking creating a 
totally new decking “look”. The Xtreme board is available in 7 
amazing colours supplied in a scalloped back design to help 
reduce weight and provide air fl ow between the joist and 
the board. CleverDeck Xtreme is supplied in a 138mm wide 
x 23mm thick x 5400mm long board with grooved edges 
allowing for an effi cient time saving concealed fi x using the 
Futurewood deck clip system of clips with self drilling screws 
for either timber or steel joists.

For more information about Futurewood’s composite 
timber decking range or architectural facade cladding 
and screening, call 1300 484 308, or email info@
futurewood.com.au

Futurewood’s new CleverDeck Xtreme decking suitable for any location!

CleverDeck Composite Decking & EnviroSlat Cladding
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Words: Anthony Scott

When it comes to designing and 

building gardens, we really 

should be more focused on 

who is leading us along the 

path. Finding the right people for your

project can be the diff erence between 

success and failure. It doesn’t matter whether 

you begin your search for inspiration online or 

by flicking through the pages of a magazine, 

sooner or later you have to ask yourself 

“Where do I go from here?”. Hopefully, I 

can shed some light on the subject so your 

landscape project gets off  to a good start and 

ends with the garden you envisioned.  

All in the planning
Having decided to start a landscaping project, 

my advice is to visit your state landscape 

industry association’s website. There you will 

fi nd an online member directory of design and 

construction experts in your area and you can 

use this to draw up a shortlist of candidates.

The best designers are those who have 

mastered the art of listening. With this in 

mind, meet your chosen designer on site 

for a consultation. In most cases, you will be 

charged a fee to cover the designer’s time but 

this meeting is an important one as it sets the 

tone for the whole project. 

During this meeting you will establish 

whether the chemistry is right between you 

and the designer, and the designer will begin 

to form a brief for your project. This brief 

should set the parameters of the design, with 

careful consideration given to your desires 

and needs, the way the space should function, 

and, importantly, your budget. 

Fine- tuning the design
Next is the design phase which is founded on 

the initial brief created between you and the 

designer. This stage might include one or two 

meetings to present draft copies, discuss the 

overall plan and make revisions. 

Not all of us have the gift of visualisation, 

PATH TO SUCCESS
A landscape project can be exciting if you’re working with     

the right team and not being led down the garden path
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so it can be extremely useful to have 

the plans presented in 3D. This process 

converts the plans into scaled, life-like 

renders or even a fly-through movie of what 

your new garden will look like. It can also be 

useful for lighting plans as the movie can 

show you a glimpse of what your garden will 

look like at night. 

Well-documented and designed plans 

are absolutely crucial, as confusion can reign 

if anything is left to interpretation. Your plans 

should act as a clear path during the pricing 

stage and will aid documentation when the 

contract is drawn up with your landscaper. 

Who will build it?
So your plans are ready, your mind is set but 

who is going to build this garden? In some 

cases, this can be handled by the same 

company that designed your garden or 

the designer may recommend a landscape 

contractor to you. Or you can look to your 

state landscape association. 

When speaking to contractors, the fi rst 

question you need to ask is “Are you a licensed 

landscape contractor?”. If the answer is 

no, keep looking. In each state it is a legal 

requirement that for works over a certain 

dollar amount, your contractor must be a 

registered practitioner or licensed contractor. 

The licensing applications are stringent and 

quickly expose those who are below par. 

Public liability and warranty insurance 

are also key factors in being approved. Let’s 

face it, you wouldn’t risk using unlicensed 

electricians to work on your home, so the 

same should apply to your landscaping. The 

legal requirement is enforced to protect you, 

so play it safe and use a licensed contractor.

Lines of communication
The best contractors are the ones who are 

able to work with you to meet your individual 

needs. Honesty, reliability and open lines 

of communication are all essential. Make 

a point of talking to the contractor’s past 

clients — it’s a great way of getting feedback 

so you know what to expect. 

Once the project is up and running, you 

should notice progress on an almost daily 

basis — and don’t forget to take plenty of 

photos along the way to document the 

journey. Great landscapes require careful 

planning but the rewards are well worth it, 

so be inspired by what you see, ask plenty of 

questions and, most of all, enjoy your journey 

along the path to creating your new garden. 

This article was written by Anthony Scott 

of Anthony Scott Landscape Design 

(anthonyscottlandscapedesign.com.

au) on behalf of Landscaping Victoria 

(landscapingvictoria.com.au). D
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 Words: Tim Sprague

 To build a garden that will endure 

hot summers with minimal 

maintenance, there is much to 

consider but at the top of the 

list is the right plant selection. If you really 

require low maintenance and want a garden 

that needs as little watering as possible, 

choosing indigenous plants can be a good 

idea. Initially, they will need to be nurtured 

but once the root systems are established, 

they will thrive. Exotic plants, on the other 

hand, generally require additional watering 

and fertilising, so will command more time, 

attention and resources.

Smart plant selection
When choosing plants, personal preferences 

and garden style play a role but to ensure 

you make the most suitable selection you 

need to look at the soil type and micro-

climates in your garden; also the anticipated 

height, width and root growth of the plants. 

Depending on a plant’s requirements, it will 

need to be placed in either a sun or shade 

position if you want to ensure maximum 

growth and longevity. Working with a 

qualifi ed landscaper is a great benefi t as 

they will be able to make knowledgeable 

recommendations and source the best-

quality plants from a reputable supplier.

From the ground up
For best growth, plants require well-prepared, 

healthy soil with adequate drainage to provide 

for their particular needs. The soil must have 

the correct pH level, be well aerated, watered 

and fertilised before planting. Once the plants 

are in the ground, appropriate irrigation is 

essential. You can water plants with a hose but 

the most effi  cient way is an irrigation system. 

This should be installed by a professional and 

checked every few months to make sure your 

plants are receiving adequate water.  

Irrigation can be placed throughout the 

garden and divided into zones. For example, 

sunny areas will require more water than shady 

areas, as will pots and vegetable gardens. All 

garden beds should be covered with quality 

mulch to keep soil moist and weeds at bay.

Built to last
There is no such thing as a no-maintenance 

garden — they all need a little love and 

attention. However, a licensed landscaper 

can minimise maintenance with quality 

construction, suitable plant selection, 

automated watering systems and a whole lot 

more, giving you free time to relax and enjoy 

your beautiful outdoor space. Of course it’s 

also the job of a landscaper to create long-

lasting gardens that function well, which means 

getting all of the basics right. For example, an 

experienced landscaper will ensure paths and 

stone walls are built on a solid base. Structural 

integrity creates a garden that stands the test of 

time, is safe to use and easy to care for.

Tim Sprague, along with Steve Lloyd, is the owner 

of Kiama Landscapes & Pools servicing Melbourne, 

Geelong and the Mornington and Bellarine 

Peninsulas in Victoria. kiamalandscapes.com.au

TAKING  IT EASY
How to create a long-lasting, low-maintenance garden 
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Words: John Storch

Swimming pools have changed 

greatly in the past fi ve years and it’s 

an evolution that will continue, but 

there are some signifi cant trends you 

should be aware of if you want to ensure you 

maximise your investment in your new pool. 

One of the most important trends is that 

homeowners who want quality no longer 

automatically go direct to a pool builder for a 

design; many now go to specialist pool design 

companies. These companies look at a pool 

holistically, provide a design that considers the 

whole property and give unbiased advice on 

materials, equipment and builders. 

Getting the look
A preference for simplicity in design and easy-

flowing, open-plan living has inspired less 

complicated pool shapes and a preference 

for clean lines. Also popular are chunky, 

square paved edges around pools to create 

a ‘floating’ eff ect and the use of large paving 

materials both in and around the pool as 

people look for something diff erent to 

traditional pool tiles. 

For entertaining areas around pools, paving 

alternatives such as hardwood sleepers and 

lawn dotted with stepping stones are fi nding 

favour and creating a softer look. Within the 

pool, wide tanning benches with water cover 

of 200mm are making an appearance. This 

gives you the choice to lounge within the pool 

itself or fully immerse yourself in the water. 

Shrinking pools
With higher density living and more stringent 

development controls, our private outdoor 

spaces are becoming smaller. This has led to 

a trend away from large pools and a rise in the 

popularity of plunge pools. Plunge pools are 

typically used for soaking up the sun or as a 

place to socialise with friends. They’re also 

great for when you just want to cool off  in 

summer. You simply jump in and relax on long 

underwater benches within the pool. 

As a plunge pool costs less to construct, 

given its compact size, it allows for the use 

of more expensive materials in and around 

it. Typically, the interior surface will be tiled. 

Surface tiles can be an expensive fi nish for a 

normal-sized pool, but it’s usually aff ordable 

with a plunge pool.

High tech, low tech
As smart phone technology has become 

more advanced and aff ordable it has created 

opportunities for increased connectivity. As 

a result, more and more people are opting 

for automated pool systems that are linked 

to a home automation system. This means 

easier fi ltering and cleaning. It also enables the 

remote control of pool heating and lighting 

as well as the operation of water features and 

garden lighting. 

From high tech to low tech, commonsense 

‘green’ solutions have become trendy again. 

The decisions you make at the initial design 

stage go a long way to making your pool more 

environmentally sound. For example, a pool 

with a north aspect will trap heat from the 

sun. A dark interior pool colour will also hold 

heat as will dark paving. To reduce heat loss 

MAKING A SPLASH
From underwater tanning benches to total automation, the 

modern-day pool is a pleasure to use and easy to maintain
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and water evaporation you could install a pool 

cover or plant a tall screening hedge along 

the side of your pool to act as windbreak —

perhaps you could do both. 

Making it happen
Another major change is the growing 

awareness of how much a swimming pool 

project can cost, leading to the setting of 

much more realistic budgets. People are 

also more aware that a pool project doesn’t 

end at the pool — there is landscaping, 

furnishings and a lot more to consider. 

Often, we fi nd that an entire pool 

and landscape project is designed at 

the outset with the aim that it be staged 

and diff erent sections and elements 

completed at diff erent times. This can work 

well if proper consideration is given to the 

sequencing so that completed works don’t 

need to be ripped up or disturbed as each 

new stage is implemented. 

Whatever your plans for your pool, there 

is one trend that will never falter. Australians 

will continue to develop their outdoor 

spaces so they can enjoy a resort-style living 

experience every day in their own gardens.

John Storch is a landscape architect, swimming 

pool designer and principal of the award-winning 

Sydney-based practice, A Total Concept. 

atotalconcept.com.au
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 Words: Ziggy Kabbout

Whether you’re contemplating the 

creation of a new garden from 

scratch or planning a makeover,  

there are many advantages 

associated with engaging the services of a 

highly skilled, well-trained landscaper. Here 

we look at just some of the key benefi ts a 

professional landscaper can bring.

Reduction in costs
Believe it or not, employing a professional 

landscaper can actually save you money. 

They will be able to draw on their experience 

to make sure that they’re using exactly the 

right products on your garden, reducing the 

risk of costly mistakes and problems. They will 

also usually be able to obtain gardening and 

landscaping materials at a special trade price, 

leading to additional savings.

A creative eye
Sure, you might already have some idea about 

how you want to design your garden, or have 

a design drawn up, but it’s never a bad thing 

to get another point of view. A professional 

landscaper will be able to look over your 

proposed design with an experienced eye, 

making small changes where necessary to 

ensure the end result makes the best possible 

use of the space and meets your lifestyle needs.

Time savings
Not everyone has time to get out there and 

build a new garden from the ground up , no 

matter how much they might want to. Using 

a professional landscaper will save you time, 

allowing you to spend your precious leisure 

hours doing the things that you love. You will 

still be able to get out there and look after your 

garden once it’s been put together if you want 

a hands-on connection with the space.

Increased property value
If you’re considering selling your house in 

the near future, it could be a good idea to 

get a landscaper in for a garden revamp. 

Getting your garden restyled by a professional 

landscaper can add thousands to the value of 

your property. 

Envy-inspiring gardens
Do you want to have the best-looking garden 

on the street? If so, you should defi nitely think 

about hiring a professional landscaper to build 

and style it for you. Even if you do the ongoing 

SIT BACK AND RELAX
Save time and money by using a professional landscaper

maintenance yourself, having a good starting 

point, which means a well-built, structurally 

sound garden, can make all the diff erence.

A fi nal word
A lot of people refrain from using professional 

landscapers and gardeners because they 

think that it’ll simply be too expensive, but 

this defi nitely isn’t the case. If you’re short on 

time or simply don’t have the energy to get 

out and build or look after your own garden, 

you should defi nitely think about hiring a 

professional landscaper to do it for you. 

Ziggy Kabbout is the founder of Eloquent 

Landscapes, a Sydney-based, full-service landscape 

company. eloquentlandscapes.com.au
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AILDM
NATIONAL LANDSCAPE 

DESIGN AWARDS 2019 
Hosted annually by the Australian Institute of Landscape Designers and 

Managers (AILDM), the AILDM National Landscape Design Awards 
celebrate design excellence …   here we look at some of the 2019 winners 
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Landscape design is now a key 

part of the planning, design and 

approval process for building 

or renovation projects. A well-

designed landscape, whether it’s for a small 

courtyard or large acreage, can signifi cantly 

enhance your lifestyle and enjoyment of 

the outdoors.

Landscape designers combine technical, 

horticultural and design expertise to create 

and implement beautiful outdoor spaces 

for private and commercial properties. The 

Australian Institute of Landscape Designers 

and Managers (AILDM), is the national 

professional body for landscape designers.

Every year, the AILDM National 

Landscape Design Awards recognise and 

showcase the very best landscape designs 

and projects from around Australia. AILDM 

members are known for their ability to 

create beautiful, sustainable gardens 

and landscapes, bringing innovation and 

professionalism to each project’s unique 

site requirements. 

Members enter for awards in a range of 

categories, from balcony gardens to rural 

gardens, and from residential to commercial 

and institutional landscapes. The categories 

reflect the wide range of design work and 

expertise of members and the diversity and 

requirements of their clients. They also range 

from gardens suited to the tropical climate of 

Queensland to hot, dry rooftop gardens and 

those for cooler climates.

Entries are judged by a panel of experts 

in the fi eld of landscape design. Gold 

and Silver awards are given to those who 

achieve the scores required. The worthiest 

entry in each category also receives a Best 

in Category award. 

Judges consider how well the design 

met the client’s brief. They look at whether it 

suits the site, has an interesting layout, and 

incorporates elements such as enclosure, 

scale, light and shade. They also look for focal 

points and the creation or exploitation of 

views in, or from, the garden. Winning entries 

have been assessed to be interesting and 

innovative, with good use of materials and 

suitable plants chosen for the environment, 

their colour, texture and form.

Whether you’re seeking inspiration on 

how to place pot plants on a balcony, choose 

suitable planting around a swimming pool, 

or you’re in need of ideas for a much larger 

landscape, there will be something within the 

award-winning designs to inspire you.

Just some of the winning designs from 

the 2019 national awards are featured 

on the following pages. To view the full 

complement, visit the AILDM website. You 

can also use the website to fi nd an AILDM 

landscape designer or landscape architect — 

just select ‘Search for a Designer’.

BE INSPIRED! 
National awards celebrate design innovation and excellence

CONTACT DETAILS
Australian Institute of Landscape 

Designers and Managers

Mobile 0422 970 618

Website aildm.com.au

COS Design, Gold winner in the Plantscapes category.

Nathan Burkett Design, winner of Gold in the 
Rural or Coastal Landscape Design category.

Define Landscape 
Architecture, Silver winner in 
the Residential Landscape 
Design — 50-150m² category.



p. 0422 970 618  e. administrator@aildm.com.au  w. aildm.com.au aildm_aus

THE NATIONAL STANDARD IN LANDSCAPE DESIGN

AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF LANDSCAPE 
DESIGNERS AND MANAGERS



86 | OUTDOOR DESIGN

A I L D M  N AT I O N A L  L A N D S CA P E  D E S I G N  AWA R D S

ADAM MCDONALD
Principal Designer and Director,

Impressions Landscape 
— Design

This exceptional garden, created 

for a home that sits on a corner 

block near Heathcote National 

Park in Sydney’s south, is a 

testament to the design and horticultural 

expertise of Adam McDonald, director of 

Impressions Landscape — Design.

Of the garden, Adam says, “The design 

is modern and includes contemporary 

architectural material fi nishes that promote 

a raw, uncomplicated aesthetic. This is 

counterbalanced with a unique and strategic 

use of horticultural fi nishing brought about 

through variations of textural planting 

relationships; also foliage style, form and 

colour through flowering partnerships. This is 

particularly so in the front of the property.”

In the front garden, the brief was to elevate 

the architectural style of the house, chiefly 

through the inspired use of plants, while in 

the rear garden, the goal was to increase the 

functionality by fi nding clever ways to maximise 

the space and work around the existing pool. 

Adam’s rear garden design incorporates 

a new covered outdoor entertaining area 

and a retreat seating area comprised of a 

spotted gum timber deck and cantilevered 

bench. This provides somewhere to sit, relax 

and take full advantage of the winter sun. The 

kidney-shaped pool and its surrounds were 

ONE OF A KIND
Clever and inventive, this garden has a style that’s all its own
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PROJECT DETAILS
Landscape design and construction

IMPRESSIONS LANDSCAPE — DESIGN
Address 7/1305A Botany Road, 

Mascot NSW 2020

Mobile 0417 046 087

Email info@impressionslandscape.com.au

Website impressionslandscape.com.au 

Awards Residential Landscape Design                     

More Than 150m² — Gold & Best in Category 

+ Plantscape Design — Gold
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N SW

transformed with the introduction of curved 

frameless glass pool fencing, which really opens 

up the space, and bold, burnished concrete 

paving and coping. 

“Concrete was the perfect choice as 

its refi ned, simple aesthetic provides an 

uncomplicated modern presentation for 

the pool and associated paving areas,” says 

Adam. “Concrete was also used for the large 

‘floating’ pontoon slab nestled close to the 

house. This acts as a functional art installation 

and provides a place where you can sit and 

fi nd some respite from the sun. Adjacent to 

this area, an old garage door was fi lled in and a 

vertical tensioned wire trellis with Stephanotis 

floribunda added for further interest.”

In both front and rear gardens, the 

planting is integral to the success of the 

design. “In the front garden, soft, flowing 

borders, which support deep gardens, show 

off  unique planting details and combinations 

of seasonal flowering interest,” explains 

Adam. “Ornamental grasses and plants with 

pastel flowers were carefully placed for repeat 

interest and a point of diff erence. 

“For the rear, the planting palette 

responds to the mood of the hardscape 

fi nishes, elevating and softening them 

through a mixed and refi ned textural 

response,” he continues. “Silver and blue 

foliage draws a horticultural link to the 

concrete while deep and vibrant greens 

level out these cooler colours. Ornamental 

grasses provide a softening eff ect as does 

the vertical drapery of the Boston ivy. To 

complement the large frangipani that was 

transplanted from the old garden, tropical 

plants have been added to the mix in 

strategic locations.” 

In summing up, Adam says, “The garden 

was crafted to create a style that’s all its own. 

This was the vision and hope — to give front 

and back spaces their own individualised 

personality and I think we succeeded.” 
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NICOLA CAMERON
Principal Designer and Director,

Pepo Botanic Design

With the renovation of their 

North Bondi apartment 

building completed, the 

owners of this bijou garden 

decided the time was right to similarly 

transform their personal outdoor areas. They 

wanted the design to extend their living 

space, provide a place they and their friends 

could enjoy and add value to their apartment. 

Moreover, the fi nished design had to have a 

relaxed but private feel.

“As the kitchen and living areas open up to 

the courtyard-style garden, it was vital that it 

be an inviting and beautiful space to look out 

onto — and that it be functional, providing a 

place to sit, unwind, cook and dine. Specifi cally, 

the owners requested a built-in barbecue with 

storage and an allocated dining space and 

lounge area,” explains Nicola Cameron, head 

designer and director of Pepo Botanic Design. 

Their wish list also included screening 

to protect the garden from neighbouring 

properties and the pedestrian footpath that 

overlooks the open courtyard space and a 

planting scheme that would be subtropical/

coastal in style. A place to grow herbs was 

desired as was an irrigation system and 

garden lighting. 

“The area was a blank canvas with no 

planting and very little structure so we 

used the architecture of the apartment 

building and the colours of its newly-painted 

exterior as a reference point,” says Nicola. 

“The designed retaining planter boxes, for 

example, were painted the same colour as the 

building and the feature elements, including 

the barbecue splashback and pots, borrowed 

from the pastel palette.”

COASTAL COOL
A bright and cheery courtyard that will stand the test of time



OUTDOOR DESIGN | 89

PROJECT DETAILS
Landscape design

PEPO BOTANIC DESIGN
Address 9/99 Stewart Street, 

Paddington NSW 2021

Phone (02) 9349 1220

Email info@pepo.com.au

Website pepo.com.au

Awards Residential Landscape Design                   

Less Than 50m² — Gold

+ Plantscape Design — Silver

Photography by Natalie Hunfalvay

N SW

N SW

Given the small scale of the site, the 

inclusion of three distinct spaces — namely 

lounge, dining and cooking/barbecue 

zones — was a challenge, but it wasn’t 

the only one. Adds Nicola, “The northern 

aspect of this coastal site means that in the 

summer the courtyard is hot and windy. 

Although there was an opportunity to build 

an awning from the building this was not 

possible due to strata restrictions. Also, the 

client specifi cally requested we not include 

a large shade tree, restricting us to a limited 

selection of shade structures.” 

By taking a holistic approach, Nicola, who 

worked closely with the Pepo design team on 

this garden, was able to achieve a great deal in a 

diminutive space, and by overseeing the entire 

project, she was able to ensure the fi nished 

garden stayed true to the original design intent. 

This involved everything from organising 

engineers to review existing and designed 

walls prior to construction documentation to 

managing the construction process.

Nicola also worked with Kastell Kitchens 

on the design of the outdoor kitchen and with 

Marble Matters in the selection of the Lara 

Cream limestone paving. In fact every element, 

from the furniture and pots to the garden 

lighting was chosen with meticulous attention 

to detail by Nicola and her team. 

The result is a bright and welcoming garden 

— one that is an absolute pleasure to be in and 

look at, and one that will stand the test of time.
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BARBARA LANDSBERG
Principal Designer and Director,

Landsberg Garden Design

PROJECT DETAILS
Landscape design

LANDSBERG GARDEN DESIGN
Address 48 Watson Street, Bondi NSW 2024

Mobile 0417 667 579

Email barbara@landsberggardens.com.au

Website landsberggardens.com.au 

Awards Plantscape Design — Gold + Residential 

Landscape Design Less Than 50m² — Silver

N SW

Other than a request that their 

potted gardenia and hydrangea 

be planted in the garden, 

the owners of this new build 

in a Sydney beachside suburb presented 

designers Barbara Landsberg and Ben 

Miura of Landsberg Garden Design with a 

completely clean slate.  

“With almost no brief, we took inspiration 

from the distinctive architecture of the 

new house, designed by Tonkin Zulakhai 

Greer Architects, and from the site itself — a 

west-facing, sloping block,” says Barbara. 

“In response to the slope and the coastal 

location, we designed something that is very 

free-flowing and organic. The planting is 

loose, vibrant and abundant so the garden is 

constantly full of colour and texture.  

“The main challenge was to create 

a garden that would settle the strong 

architecture and support the family; from 

the top of the site, around a swimming pool, 

down flights of stairs and very narrow slivers 

of ground between house and boundary to 

the front of the site where the garden opens 

out to face the western sun. Also, because 

the owners are both doctors who work in 

emergency and trauma, the garden had to 

be tranquil, rejuvenating and life-affi  rming, 

providing them with a place of retreat.” 

The fact that the block was so long and 

thin meant there was very little planting 

space and given the soil was almost pure 

sand, a great deal of careful thought went 

into choosing plants that would thrive in the 

conditions and create the desired eff ect.

“We used very particular plant palettes to 

create diff erent moods and eff ects in each 

section of the garden,” says Barbara. “For 

example, the plants around the pool are lush 

and tropical to make what is a tight area feel 

cool and generous while the front planting 

PLACE OF RETREAT
Lush and life-affi  rming, this garden soothes and refreshes

is more pinks, greys and purples. Here the 

plants are drought tolerant, which is ideal in 

the wind and high heat of the afternoon sun.”

While each area of planting is distinct, it 

flows easily into the next creating a sense of 

connection. The organic feel is enhanced 

by the limited but carefully considered use 

of natural hard scaping materials, such as 

bluestone steppers and porphyry crazy 

paving. The garden, built by Quercus Gardens 

and Outside Interests, now feels grounded 

and at-one with the home and its beach locale.

BEN MIURA
Senior Designer,

Landsberg Garden Design
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PROJECT DETAILS
Landscape design and construction

QUERCUS GARDENS
Address 326 Bronte Road, Waverley NSW 2024

Mobile 0410 578 762 

Email rich@quercusgardens.com.au 

Website quercusgardens.com.au 

Award Landscape Design — Rooftop — Gold

Photography by Ashleigh Lane

N SW

The interior of this penthouse in 

Sydney’s Eastern Suburbs had 

just been renovated and the 

rooftop terrace needed a revamp 

to match. The client was a single male who 

likes to relax, entertain and have fun. With 

no partner or children to consider, Quercus 

Gardens was able to deliver the terrace space 

he desired without compromise.

“The design took its que from the 

contemporary, masculine style of the 

interior of the apartment. Rugged, warm 

colours found in the interiors are reflected 

externally, connecting the two spaces. 

The planting has a coastal vibe to suit the 

rooftop environment and the feel of the 

garden,” says Richard Rimell, Quercus 

Gardens’ head d esigner who worked in 

concert with senior designer, Ben Muira. 

To keep the feeling of openness and 

ensure a good party space, the planting and 

built-in seating area was wrapped around the 

edges of the terrace. To enhance privacy and 

form a smart, clean backdrop to the plants, 

black fencing was installed.

Well-placed furniture and a long-

decked seat provide a place to relax and 

stretch out or to gather with friends — and it 

serves as storage for the bespoke outdoor 

cushions. The burnt colours of the hardwood 

spotted gum timber will eventually fade to 

silver, harmonising with the colour palette.

“The folding Space Grill barbecue is a 

key feature of this garden,” adds Richard. 

“It’s practical, stylish and cute all at once. 

Unobtrusive, it comes out when needed and 

hides away when not. The indoor kitchen 

is very close to the garden with expansive 

doors opening to the terrace so a full outdoor 

kitchen was not needed.”  

Installing the space-maximising barbecue 

left ample room for the seated areas. Space 

was even found for a water feature. This adds 

a calming, cooling element to the garden and 

ROOM AT THE TOP
A magical rooftop hideaway with uninterrupted sky views

creates a vista from the bedroom window.  

Of the planting, Richard says, “It needed 

to tolerate heat and wind exposure. The 

architectural plants such as tree aloe, along 

with grasses and succulents, bring softness 

and structure to the space. Some plants 

reside in vivid hexagonal wall planters, 

providing colour and greenery at eye level.”

The result? An award-winning, colourful 

open terrace that is perfect for relaxing with a 

good book or enjoying cocktails with friends, 

far removed from the noise and fast pace of 

the bustling streets below. 

RICHARD RIMELL
Principal Designer and Owner,

Quercus Gardens
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GERRAD EVERSON
Creative Director,

Octopus Garden Design

Designed for a couple who 

frequently travel for business, 

creating low-maintenance 

gardens that would thrive, 

not just survive during their absences was 

imperative. As was designing spaces that 

could take the punishment meted out by their 

teenage sons and the family dog.

The designer, Gerrad Everson of Octopus 

Garden Design, was called in when the new 

home was half-way to completion. The owners 

wanted to keep the gardens in style with the 

house — that is, modern and clean-lined, 

with everything painted black. They wanted a 

space they could use as a retreat but also for 

entertaining, a hang-out space for the kids and 

their friends, and a patch of lawn for the dog.

The landscape is carved into three main 

areas, each with a diff erent ambience. Says 

Gerrad, “Entering the front gate the garden 

says ‘Look at me!’. It makes you stop and 

MAKING CONNECTIONS
The outdoor spaces around this home are dynamic yet relaxed
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OCTOPUS GARDEN DESIGN 
Address 498 The Esplanade, 

Warners Bay NSW 2282

Mobile 0418 170 090

Email info@octopusgardendesign.com 

Website octopusgardendesign.com 

Awards Residential Landscape 

Design 50-150m² — Gold

+ Plantscape Design — Gold 

 Photography by Joshua Hogan
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appreciate the sculptural nature of the plants, 

especially those that are not commonly seen 

in your average suburban street. Then, upon 

entering the hallway, you see the side courtyard 

garden. This is a peaceful, shaded spot that 

features red-flowering mandevillas wrapped 

around black poles.

“The hallway opens into the lounge and 

kitchen spaces at the rear of the home which 

off er views out to the fi nal space — the pool 

and entertaining area, which is surrounded 

by succulents basking in the sunshine. This a 

space that encourages you to come outside, 

jump in the pool or relax on a comfy chair.”

In the rear garden, modern, white outdoor 

chairs and oversized pebble seats act as a foil 

to the strong angles of the architecture and 

soften the look of the entertaining area. They 

also sit in contrast to the charcoal-coloured 

polished concrete flooring that flows out from 

the home’s interior living space. Hardwood 

decking connects to the concrete adding 

visual warmth. 

The pool fencing through the garden 

bed is comprised of black steel rods which 

reference the poles in the side courtyard. 

Black is also the colour chosen for the granite 

used for the paved areas, stepping-stone 

paths and driveway.

Making excellent use of the space, the large 

rendered wall that runs the length of the pool 

not only conceals the neighbouring garage, it 

acts as an outdoor cinema screen for the movie 

projector that has been concealed on the back 

of the house. 

In summing up, Gerrad says, “When 

designing a garden, we strive to complement 

the architecture by incorporating, where 

possible, the same material palette and in 

this case, by reflecting the sharp, clean lines 

while adding contrasting plant forms for 

interest and drama.The connection between 

architecture and landscape is what makes this 

project special. The site is fairly small but we 

have created interesting and functional spaces 

that are dynamic yet relaxed.”
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CATHERINE GARD
Principal Designer and Director,
Branch Out Landscape Design

PROJECT DETAILS
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BRANCH OUT LANDSCAPE DESIGN
Address Greenwich, NSW

Mobile 0411 647 108

Email catherine@branchoutld.com.au

Website branchoutld.com.au

Award  Residential Landscape                                      

More Than 150m² — Silver

N SW

Their new home built, a couple with 

three young children turned to 

Catherine Gard of Branch Out 

Landscape Design to design a 

series of spaces in which they could relax with 

friends and family, enjoy a quiet moment of 

reflection or be active outdoors. 

“They wanted a calming, pleasant view from 

the home offi  ce situated at the front of the 

house while the inner courtyard needed to look 

good from all angles and provide privacy from 

a future two-storey development next door. 

The rear garden needed space for a climbing 

frame or cubby, a raised vegetable bed, a fi re pit 

and storage for pool toys and bikes. All spaces 

needed to suit the needs of both youngsters 

and adults,” explains Catherine.

Of the design, she says, “The garden has 

been designed to complement the modern 

architecture of the new build. By using the hard 

materials to layer textures and colours, I created 

SOFT EMBRACE
This plant-fi lled garden has curves in all the right places

a contemporary palette upon which to build 

the planting scheme, delivering a beautiful, 

low-maintenance garden. To soften the hard 

angles of the build and create intimate areas 

within the larger spaces, I employed a recurring 

circular motif. The curves draw the eye along 

and make the spaces feel larger than they are.”

One of Catherine’s favourite garden 

elements is the circular pebble courtyard 

feature which provides a focal point from the 

home offi  ce. “The bubbling water feature 

is soothing but also disguises noise from 

the street while the U-shaped Raphiolepis 

hedge surrounding the circle will soon 

grow to embrace the courtyard, creating an 

intimate space in which to enjoy the northern 

sun in winter,” she says.

“Paved in bluestone, the central courtyard is 

a place to come together with friends or a quiet 

space to sit and enjoy a cuppa alone on the 

organically shaped seat. The seat is positioned 

to allow the user to observe what is happening 

in the house but with a degree of separation. 

The deciduous Coral Bark maple tree provides 

year-round interest, with its russet autumn 

foliage and bare red branches in winter.”

The blackbutt deck at the rear continues 

the circular theme and encourages the family 

to venture out into the garden, attend to the 

veggie bed or relax in the cool shade of the 

Chinese elm. Whether chilling out in the back 

garden or relaxing in the inner courtyard, the 

owners couldn’t be happier.



Catherine Gard  Landscape Designer

catherine@branchoutld.com.au  •  www.branchoutld.com.au  •  0411 647 108

residential gardens • commercial spaces • swimming pool design

creating inspiring, integrated outdoor spaces
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CLAUDIA CRAWLEY
Principal Designer and Owner,

Grindstone Landscapes

When space is at a premium 

you need to think creatively 

as Claudia Crawley of 

Grindstone Landscapes 

did when devising the design for this garage 

rooftop garden. The new multi-level home 

in McMahons Point, a heavily built-up 

harbourside suburb o n Sydney’s Lower North 

Shore, off ered abundant interior space but 

scant outdoor space.  

“The brief from the client was open but 

clear. They wanted a modern, low–maintenance 

garden above the garage that would have 

visual impact from all levels of the new 

residence. And as the study and bedroom on 

the fi rst floor flow directly onto the garden 

terrace, it was important that the space would 

be inviting and provide a place to relax in 

privacy,” explains Claudia. 

“The existing red building next door posed a 

real distraction, however, so I needed a solution. 

To diminish the appearance of the building and 

provide screening, Temple bamboo — a tall, 

fast-growing upright bamboo — was planted in 

a specially constructed long planter box.” 

While the garage roof provided a unique 

opportunity to introduce lush planting and 

soften the impact of the overall size of the 

home, there were challenges. “By the time I 

was called in, the garage slab had already been 

engineered and poured, so there was no room 

for soil depth changes. To be able to introduce 

some height for scale, olive trees were planted 

in pots. Elsewhere, I used plants with a shallow 

root system that were ideally suited to a rooftop 

with a low soil profi le.”

The bi-level terrace receives a lot of sun 

but is protected from high winds, which 

also informed Claudia’s plant selection. As 

groundcover, she used Dichondra repens, an 

easy-care, native groundcover that doesn’t 

require any cutting but gives the overall space a 

SERENE AND GREEN
An oasis of green provides a place of peace and escape
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PROJECT DETAILS
Landscape design

GRINDSTONE LANDSCAPES
Address West Ryde, NSW 

Mobile 0420 761 202

Email design@grindstonelandscapes.com

Website grindstonelandscapes.com 

Award Landscape Design — Rooftop — Gold

N SW

N SW

green feel all year round, and Zoysia tenuifolia. 

Says Claudia, “An organic approach was 

taken to soften the strong lines of the house 

and to minimise maintenance. The medley of 

grasses, succulents and shrubs I chose gives 

the garden texture, scale and colour without 

needing a lot of upkeep.” 

Sydney sandstone was chosen for the 

stepping stones to complement the existing 

sandstone block wall, the only original element 

left from the old home that was demolished 

to make way for the new one. “This created a 

connection between the modern architecture 

and the heritage element that is prevalent in 

the site’s historic surroundings,” says Claudia. 

“The large-scale stepping stones, each of a 

diff erent size, also make the outdoor space 

both visually appealing and functional.”

The rendered block walls, painted black (in 

Dulux Monument) are capped with limestone, 

which acts as link between the more rustic, 

heritage feel of the richly coloured sandstone 

and the warm tones of the modern porcelain 

tiles used to pave the steps and the space in 

front of the bedroom and study.

Working collaboratively, Grindstone 

Landscapes installed the plants and Acme 

Built constructed the structural elements. 

Now the owners have a serene and green 

oasis that is their outdoor escape — one that 

can be used day or night and provides privacy 

without being enclosed.
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JUDY DOLIN
Principal Designer 

and Director,
South House Gardens

In a style that landscape designer Judy 

Dolin, founder of South House Gardens, 

describes as “gentle contemporary”, this 

rooftop garden is a design triumph.

When the clients decided to completely 

excavate their existing elevated rear garden 

down to street level, build underground 

car parking and a new swimming pool, they 

knew they needed to reinstate an established 

garden on the garage roof.

The client brief required privacy on the 

boundary with an established hedge, an 

open lawn area, a year-round backdrop of 

green so they could show their collection of 

garden art and sculptures to best advantage, 

and flowering plants for seasonal interest.

“Part of my inspiration for this garden 

came from the clients’ sculptures which 

would be used to provide contrast with 

shape and colour,” explains Judy. “To reflect 

this, I designed the lawn area to have a 

unique shape and then fi lled the surrounding 

garden beds to soften the boundaries. The 

result is a garden with an informal style that 

maintains clean lines.”  

To create the requested green backdrop, 

while also providing flowers and fragrance in 

the garden, Judy chose Philodendron ‘Xanadu’, 

WORK OF ART
Established on a garage rooftop, this garden is forever green

Gardenia augusta ‘Florida’, Trachelospermum 

jasminoides, Trachelospermum asiaticum, 

Raphiolepis ‘Oriental Pearl’, Neomarica 

caerulea, Convolvulus mauritanicus and 

Rosmarinus offi  cinalis.  

For the boundary hedge she opted for 

Syzygium australe ’Select’. To meet council’s 

requirement for three indigenous trees 

she chose Tristaniopsis laurina ‘Luscious’ 

and to complete the planting, a mature 

Lagerstroemia indica ‘Tuscarora’ was brought 

in by crane and planted into a large planter box 

which screens the terrace from the street.

“Throughout the garden beds there are 

lights, hidden among the foliage, to lift the 

garden at night, in addition to lights which are 

strategically placed to uplight the garden art.  I 

like to use spike lights so they can be adjusted 

as the foliage grows and if art pieces are 

interchanged,” adds Judy.
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PROJECT DETAILS
Landscape design 

SOUTH HOUSE GARDENS
Address Lane Cove, NSW

Mobile 0413 649 413

Email southhousegardens@bigpond.com

Website southhousegardens.com.au

Awards Landscape Design — Rooftop                          

— Gold & Best in Category

N SW

N SW
“The paved terrace off  the house was to be 

a flexible space for entertaining with an open 

vista to the garden and pool,” she continues. 

“I designed a large, cantilevered concrete 

barbecue bench with plenty of space for 

drinks and platters and a built-in bench seat 

linking the barbecue bench with the large 

planter box garden.”

For Judy, one of the best parts of the project 

was being a ble to collaborate with the clients, 

architect and builder before work started. “This 

ensured we had a deep soil zone for trees, 

enough area at the boundary to plant a hedge, 

suffi  cient irrigation and the correct soil profi les 

as the height of the garage only allowed 

300mm to plant the garden,” she explains.

“Being able to resolve issues at the 

planning stage makes a huge diff erence and I 

would encourage anyone who wants to create 

a new garden or renovate an existing one, to 

bring a landscape designer into the project as 

early as possible.”  

Judy also attributes the success of the end 

result to the structural work carried out by Zack 

Smith Constructions and the skilful installation 

of the soft landscaping by Bates Landscape.

A truly collaborative eff ort.



RESIDENTIAL LANDSCAPE DESIGN LESS THAN 50M2 
— GOLD & BEST IN CATEGORY: 
OUTHOUSE design — Steve Warner

PLANTSCAPE DESIGN — GOLD: 
COS Design — Steve Taylor

PLANTSCAPE DESIGN — GOLD: 
Stark Design — Jane Stark

100 | OUTDOOR DESIGN

DESIGN INNOVATION
Displaying the exceptional skill and creativity for which Australian Institute of Landscape 

Designers and Managers (AILDM) members are known around the country, here we look            

at some more winning entries from the 2019 AILDM National Landscape Design Awards.



RESIDENTIAL LANDSCAPE DESIGN 
50-150M2 — GOLD & BEST IN CATEGORY: 

GOODMANORS Pools + Gardens — Mitch Turner

PLANTSCAPE DESIGN — GOLD + RESIDENTIAL 
LANDSCAPE DESIGN MORE THAN 150M2 — GOLD: 
Nathan Burkett Design — Nathan Burkett
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RESIDENTIAL LANDSCAPE DESIGN LESS THAN 50M2 — GOLD: 
Sticks & Stones Landscape Design — Julia Levitt

RESIDENTIAL LANDSCAPE DESIGN 50-150M2 — SILVER: 
Quercus Gardens — Richard Rimell

RESIDENTIAL LANDSCAPE DESIGN 50-150M2 — GOLD: 
ecodesign — Adrian Swain and Michael Doak
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A I L D M  N AT I O N A L  L A N D S CA P E  D E S I G N  AWA R D SLANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT — 
ENVIRONMENTAL & AMENITY 
HORTICULTURE — SILVER: 
Pepo Botanic Design — Nicola Cameron

PLANTSCAPE DESIGN — GOLD  & BEST IN CATEGORY: 
Stark Design — Jane Stark

RESIDENTIAL LANDSCAPE DESIGN MORE THAN 150M2 — SILVER: 
Bayon Gardens — Sean Dowling



RESIDENTIAL LANDSCAPE DESIGN 50-150M2 — GOLD: 
OUTHOUSE design — Steve Warner

PLANTSCAPE DESIGN — GOLD: 
COS Design — Steve Taylor

RESIDENTIAL LANDSCAPE DESIGN 50-150M2 — SILVER: 
Defi ne Landscape Architecture — Andrew Munro
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METAL SCULPTURES • GARDEN SCREENS • OUTDOOR FURNITURE • FIRE PITS & BURNERS • VERTICAL PLANTERS • OUTDOOR LIGHTING • LETTERBOXES 

WWW.ENTANGLEMENTS.COM.AU



PROTECT YOUR INVESTMENT
USE A LICENSED LANDSCAPER

All MLSA Landscape Contractor members are required to hold a current Builders 

Licence and Product & Public Liability Insurance. MLSA members are leaders in the 

landscape industry. Before you embark on your landscape construction project, visit 

www.landscapesa.com.au/fi nd-a-member and select a licensed professional in your area.

Project credits (clockwise from top): ENTICEscapes, Yardstick Landscape Services, Outdoor Domain Designs, Exterior Concepts

info@landscapesa.com.au  //  0438 880 478

www.landscapesa.com.au

MASTER LANDSCAPERS OF SA
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LANDSCAPE 
PROJECTS 

Here we showcase a range of gardens from around Australia
that illustrate the high level of design and construction

expertise you can expect from an experienced landscaper
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SENSE OF 
GRANDEUR

The award-winning outdoor spaces that     
wrap around this Eastern Sydney home fuse 

formal and modern design influences
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With its carefully considered 

combination of formal 

planting and hard 

landscaping, the elegant 

front garden is the perfect foil to the home’s 

contemporary, clean-lined facade. The 

garden, which was constructed by Eloquent 

Landscapes, working to a design by Myles 

Baldwin Design, has a sense of grandeur about 

it yet is decidedly modern. 

“The client wanted a contemporary, 

formal garden to complement his impressive 

new home, and he wanted us to use 

advanced plants to ensure the garden had 

a well-established look from the outset,” 

explains Ziggy Kabbout, owner of Eloquent 

Landscapes. In the main front garden, the 

carefully thought-out planting scheme 

includes Buxus ‘Japonica’ (clipped into balls) 

and three 500-litre Pyrus ‘Burgundy Snow’.  

The vibrant green of the plants is off set by 

the sophisticated grey of the bluestone 

paving and the crisp white of the boundary 

and raised planter walls.

The project encompassed much more 

than the entry garden, however, and a great 

deal of behind-the-scenes work, along with 

a high level of construction expertise and 

attention to detail, was also involved. As 

an illustration of the latter, great precision 

was required to achieve the cross pattern 

banding in the front garden paving while 

installing the large, heavy pavers that 

form the path connecting front and rear 

gardens was a time- and labour-intensive 

task. Considerable skill was also needed to 

form up eight planter boxes, some of them 

rectangular, others square. 

Likewise, excellent planning and careful 

time management were key. “In the rear 

garden, for example, we had to carefully 

time the hand excavation of two trenches 

along the side of the tennis court — one for 

the Ficus ‘Hilii’ hedging, the other for the 

Trachelospermum jasminoides,” says Ziggy.

“As the tennis court turf was to be 

installed within a week, the excavation, 

irrigation and planting needed to be 

completed within that timeframe so there 

would be no damage to the tennis court 

once the turf went down.”

The Eloquent Landscapes’ touch can 

also be seen in the rear outdoor entertaining 

area. This is comprised of an undercover tiled 

area and a cabana which is accessed through 

a glass pool gate. “The cabana is a standout 

feature thanks to its cactus-themed 

rooftop garden. Among the plants, many 

of which cascade over the edge, you will 

fi nd Raphiolepsis ‘Oriental Pearl’, Santolina 

chamercyparyssus, Casuarina ‘Cousin 

It’, Agave stricta, Senecio mandraliscae, 

Cereus peruvianus ‘Monsterous Green’ and 

Opuntia microdaysis. The casual nature of 

the planting is a nice contrast to the formality 

of the front garden,” says Ziggy.

Clearly, the planting is the star of the 

show, whether it’s the extensive use of 

Buxus hedging, neatly clipped into square 

or round shapes, or the large feature planter 

in the front garden which is home to a 

500-litre Olea ‘Europaea’ underplanted 

with Gardenia ‘Radicans’ and Senecio 

mandaliscae — but it’s the garden lighting 

that brings the spaces to life at night. 

 Thanks to Eloquent Landscapes’ skill, the 

outdoor spaces that wrap around the home 

now showcase the striking architecture to 

perfection — and, importantly, will maintain 

their good looks well into the future. 

In recognition of the high calibre of the 

work, this project won Gold and Best in 

Category for Eloquent Landscapes in the 

Residential Construction Up To $50,000 

category in The Landscape Association’s 

2019 Landscape Excellence Awards.

PROJECT DETAILS
Landscape construction

ELOQUENT LANDSCAPES
Address 2/10 Ash Road, Prestons NSW 2170

Mobile 0412 896 416

Email info@eloquentlandscapes.com.au

Website eloquentlandscapes.com.au

N SW
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What is your background? I started off  

as a landscaper building gardens that 

were designed by other people, but I was 

always fi nding room for improvement — 

the kind of things that can only come from 

hands-on, practical fi eld experience. I was 

spending a lot of time changing designs 

on behalf of the clients to make them 

more functional so I decided I needed 

to formalise what I was doing every day 

and enhance my skills by studying for the 

Diploma of Landscape Design.

How do you approach a design? My 

philosophy is sustainability, timelessness 

and purpose. A well-designed garden 

integrates seamlessly into its surroundings 

and the foundations upon which a good 

garden design are built are proportion, 

order, repetition and unity. It’s also very 

important not to limit the creative outlet 

by focusing on a particular style. Each 

space is unique and requires a fresh 

perspective. For me, garden design is a 

very personal expression.

What are some trends that excite you? 

I am really loving the minimalist, modern, 

rustic and industrial themes. These spaces 

tend to rely a lot on precast polished 

concrete pieces, such as benches and 

floors. I am also fully behind the major 

shift towards designing sustainable, 

low-maintenance gardens — this is really 

gripping the market and is driven by 

increasing environmental awareness and 

people leading busier lives. 

Can you share a career highlight? The 

most rewarding project I have completed 

was for a family whose design brief 

revolved around their wheelchair-bound 

son who required 24-hour care. The 

garden design incorporated structures 

and colours to stimulate the senses and 

assist in his ongoing rehabilitation. After 

some time had passed following the 

handover, the family told me that the 

garden was fulfi lling its purpose and was 

making a signifi cant contribution to their 

son’s healing process. 

How do you ensure a good  result? I would 

say that communication has to be the main 

ingredient for sure, but honesty — doing 

what you say you’ll do — is essential, as 

is being open and positive with clients. 

Modern-day apps have made the process 

of communication much easier and 

more transparent. We use a collaborative 

platform which all stakeholders in the 

project can use, from the project managers 

to the clients and contractors, which allows 

them to communicate in real time, share 

videos, pics and hand-sketched drawings, 

set deadlines and timelines. All that data 

is then stored for future reference and 

ongoing development.

What services do you provide? We like to 

think of ourselves as a turnkey landscape 

service. We are fully licensed and insured 

and have the resources and experience 

to complete projects of varying sizes and 

budgets. Our team, comprised of a director, 

landscape architect, administration staff , 

project managers, tradesmen and an 

estimator, has a combined 45-plus years of 

experience in the landscape construction 

industry. Also, our structure, process and 

knowhow ensure our projects are completed 

on time and within budget.

Eloquent Landscapes, 
eloquentlandscapes.com.au

CREATING UNITY
Ziggy Kabbout, founder of Eloquent Landscapes, believes all 

gardens deserve a unique approach and a fresh perspective

Z I G GY  K A B B O U T
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PICTURE 
PERFECT
From every vantage point, this 
enticing European-style garden 
off ers something to engage the 
eye and delight all the senses

V I C
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Day or night, the outdoor spaces 

that envelope this Melbourne 

home present a picture of 

elegant simplicity and European 

élan. This is due to the construction expertise 

of Darren Willmott, director of DJ Landscapes 

& Pools, and his eye for design. When Darren 

came on board, the owner presented him with 

a design she had previously commissioned 

but as she felt it fell short of the mark, she 

looked to him to refi ne it.

“The client had a very clear and detailed 

picture in her head and provided lots of 

images of the look she was after,” explains 

Darren. “The resulting garden is of largely 

European design. It draws inspiration from 

the colour of Monet’s garden in Giverny, 

France and the colourful, rambling gardens 

of Spain. In particular, a lot of the planting 

is inspired by what I saw last summer in the 

garden of the Prado Museum in Madrid.”

For the plants, which give the garden 

both structure and interest, Darren looked 

to Warners Nurseries and Pinewood 

Nursery. Darren’s team planted more than 

80 Waterhousea floribunda (weeping 

lilly pillies) around the perimeter of the 

property. In the rear garden, crepe myrtles 

were used as feature trees along with a 

single jacaranda, while in the front garden, 

a row of Acer palmatum ‘Ozakazuki’ (a 

Japanese maple with vivid autumn colours) 

draw the eye. The trees are complemented 

by mass plantings of gardenias, salvias, 

Agastache ‘Blue Boa’, convolvulus and 

Trachelospermum asiaticum.

With an eye to ongoing sustainability, 

DJ Landscapes installed a 20,000-litre 

underground rainwater tank to provide 

water for the Wi-Fi- controlled irrigation 

system, which was supplied by Smart 

Water Wantirna.

For most of the hardscape elements, 

DJ Landscapes looked to Bamstone, who 

supplied the bluestone that features 

throughout. ”Sawn bluestone was used for 

the paving, feature steps and drop-downs 

around the swimming pool while bluestone 

cladding was used on the pool wall. This was 

complemented by the use of Castlemaine 

slate walls and stepping pavers,” says Darren.

The alfresco area is a standout feature of 

the project. It is equipped with a barbecue 

and heating, off ers a magnifi cent view of the 



OUTDOOR DESIGN | 117

PROJECT DETAILS
Landscape construction

DJ LANDSCAPES & POOLS
Address Mount Waverley, Vic 

Mobile 0408 998 594 

Email djscapes@tpg.com.au

Website djlandscapes.com.au

Photography by Patrick Redmond

V I C

garden and is accessed via a staircase next 

to which sits a bubbling water feature.

The decorative elements were selected 

with care and sourced from Water Features 

Direct. This includes the water feature 

next to the staircase leading up to the 

alfresco and the feature pots around the 

pool and lower courtyard. To highlight the 

plants and decorative elements at night, 

there are more than 75 lights. These were 

all supplied by Gardens at Night and are 

Bluetooth-controlled.

For DJ Landscapes, this was a challenging 

yet rewarding project. “The site had very 

limited access and all materials were brought 

in over a 1600mm wall. We also had to 

incorporate the structure of the existing 

garden with the new garden and levels,” says 

Darren. “To achieve the result we did, we had a 

team of six people who worked on all aspects 

of the paving, concreting, plant selection and 

installation, fencing, lighting and irrigation.”

Created to perfectly complement the 

custom-built abode by Stonehaven Homes, 

this is a garden that will only improve with 

age. Says Darren, “The areas of planted 

colour will take 12 months to flourish but 

when that happens, the whole garden will be 

awash with beautiful, bright blooms.”

DARREN WILLMOT T
Director,

DJ Landscapes & Pools



L A N D S CA P E  P R O J E C T S

118 | OUTDOOR DESIGN



https://avxlive.icu/


https://avxlive.icu/


OUTDOOR DESIGN | 119

BY THE 
SEASIDE

A sloping block with a superb water 
view has been skilfully transformed 

into a family wonderland

V I C



MARK STANESBY
Founder and Director,

Aus Scapes
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When you’re blessed with a 

stunning water view, you 

need to do everything you 

can to enhance it, which was 

precisely what the owners of this property 

in Lorne, a seaside town on Louttit Bay in 

Victoria’s Surf Coast Shire, did.

Working to a design by Tim Nicholas of 

TNLA Landscape Architects, Aus Scapes 

built a beautiful coastal garden that doesn’t 

just maximise the view out to the bay, it 

nestles into the contours of the site and 

complements the distinctive architectural 

style of the house.

Comprising a rich tapestry of textures, 

forms and shapes, the new garden makes 

the most of the sloping block, providing 

the family with a variety of outdoor spaces, 

complemented by feature gardens. 

“Ultimately, the garden is a place of fun 

and relaxation,” says Mark Stanesby of Aus 

Scapes. “The design provides opportunities 

for all ages with the inclusion of a cubby, fi re 

pit, hammocks, ample lawn space and a large, 

level section of concrete for skateboarding, 

cricket or other activities.

“The garden design is a contemporary 

reworking of the beach house garden,” he 

continues. “Stylistically, it borrows from mid-

20th century Californian modernist design 

in its forms and structure while being site-

specifi c to Lorne with the use of materials, 

plant stock, and the way these are combined 

to deal with the challenging topography.”

Both rear and front gardens were 

transformed. The rear, north-facing garden 

is deliberately informal with a series of 

interconnecting rooms on four diff erent 

levels. The front garden design is more 

formalised, creating a strong presence on 

the street and providing a defi nite sense of 

entry into the house.

“The home is set in the bush surrounds 

of the Angahook State Forest so the 
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PROJECT DETAILS
Landscape construction 

AUS SCAPES P/L 
Address 44 Anomaly Street, 

Moolap Vic 3221

Mobile 0412 046 747 

Email admin@ausscapes.com.au 

Website ausscapes.com.au

Photography by Patrick Redmond

V I C

the hammocks were bought in Mexico. In the 

end, these elements became integral parts of 

the design,” says Mark.

Australian-made LED lights, supplied 

Green Southern Lights, give the project its 

fi nishing flourish. The owners wanted to be 

able to use the various outdoor spaces at 

night, so lighting has been used extensively 

throughout and is connected to the home’s 

automatic operating system.

planting scheme, which includes many 

indigenous species, allows the garden to 

forge a seamless connection with its natural 

environs,” explains Mark. “The plants are  

locally sourced tubestock and are still in the 

early stages of growth. When they mature 

in the next few years the true spirit of the 

design will emerge to create a series of 

intimate spaces below the house.”

Feature gabion retaining walls, with 

gabion cages supplied by Yarrabee & 

Castlemaine Stone Solutions, have been 

used throughout the property. Yarrabee & 

Castlemaine Stone Solutions supply a large 

variety of natural stone along with the gabion 

cages that were so essential to this design. 

Bluestone rock ballast was used in the 

gabions, basalt rocks in the embankments 

for slope control and sawn bluestone was 

used for the paving.

Feature elements play an equally 

important role and reflect the homeowners’ 

contribution to the design process. “The 

bespoke fi re pit draws its inspiration from a 

nautilus shell they found on the beach and 
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FUSION OF FLAVOURS
Exuding a touch of the exotic, this striking courtyard garden 
confi dently blends traditional and contemporary elements
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A 
compelling blend of European 

and Australian influences, infused 

with distinct Mediterranean 

and Italian flavours, this highly 

evocative courtyard garden was, quite literally, 

the star of the 2019 Melbourne International 

Flower & Garden Show. Dubbed The Loggia, 

it swept the fi eld winning four awards — the 

City of Melbourne Award of Excellence for 

Best in Show, a Gold Show Garden award, 

the Horticultural Media Association for Best 

Use of Plant Life award and the Mark Bence 

Construction award — an impressive feat.

Designed by Tract Consultants and 

constructed by PTA Landscapes, under 

the guidance of directors Dion Loncar and 

Andrew Wilson, the garden was a response 

to the innate human need to connect with 

nature. The walls of the outdoor room 

(loggia) provided a level of comfort and 

gave structure to the garden while framing 

views and blurring the line between built 

form and plants.

Loggias found favour in Renaissance 

Tuscany but here, the centuries-old form was 

reinterpreted to create a garden catering 

for 21st century sensibilities. Further defying 

classical defi nition, the show garden loggia 

also functioned as an aqueduct. 

A thin bead of water flowed along the 

top of the structure, reaching its crescendo 

when it cascaded over one edge into the 

fountain (its design influenced by the 16th-

century Villa D’Este on the shores of Italy’s 

Lake Como) waiting below.

Water was treated as an aesthetic 

element, yet consideration was given to its 

scarcity in Australia. A dry-climate palette 

was employed, one comprised of timeless 

and attractive Mediterranean species 

mixed with Australian natives to form a 

bold, romantic plantscape. For an eccentric 

flourish, exotic and rare species were used, 

such as the three Ceiba speciosa (silk floss 

trees) planted behind the seating area. The 

deciduous silk floss tree is native to South 

America and when it flowers it is smothered 

in pink blooms. 



ANDREW WILSON
Director,

PTA Landscapes

DION LONCAR
Director,

PTA Landscapes
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PROJECT DETAILS
Landscape construction

PTA LANDSCAPES PTY LTD
Address 14 Ramage Street, 

Bayswater Vic 3153

Phone (03) 9720 0113

Email info@ptalandscapes.com.au

Website ptalandscapes.com.au

Photography by Nathan Jacobs
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was comprised of a powdercoated black 

steel spout integrated into the top of one 

end of the loggia wall and a glass reinforced 

concrete water bowl with a hidden base. 

This served to cool the space and add the 

soothing sound of water in motion.

Lighting also played an integral role. 

There was uplighting to the feature trees 

and archways, which highlighted the 

texture of the back walls at night. This was 

complemented by directional path lights and 

lights in the water feature.

As this was a garden designed to make 

you want to linger, seating was provided in 

the form of two black chairs. These were 

‘transparent’, ensuring the garden and 

water feature remained the focus, not the 

furniture. The fi nal flourish was an art piece 

nestled in one corner — three traditional 

woven bee hives from Slovenia.

Contributing height, Laurus nobilis ‘Miles 

Choice’ and ‘Green Stem’  were dotted 

about, and there was also a single orange 

tree. The low planting was a mixture of 

agaves, kangaroo paws, cussonia, dianella, 

miscanthus, sedum, banksia, euphorbia, 

kniphofi a, rosemary, lamb’s ears and junipers 

with Dichondra repens and Thymus 

serpyllum planted between the pavers.

Although a small space, the garden 

provided an idealised habitat for pollinators 

such as bees, suggesting how a diverse, even 

eclectic palette of exotic and native plants, 

one that include productive plants, can 

thrive in an urban courtyard setting.

Central to the garden’s success was the 

high-end construction of the hard surfaces, 

which included the strong architectural 

herringbone archways of the loggia, paving, 

walling and water feature.

For the main paving and brick wall, 

the PTA Landscapes’ construction team 

used Cotto terracotta bricks, bringing a 

real sense of warmth, history and tradition 

to the garden. For the stepping stones 

they used custom-cut Arbon limestone 

with a sandblasted and brushed fi nish. 

Bodega natural sandstone walling was also 

employed. This was chosen because of 

its soft creamy grey colour, tonal variation 

throughout and heavily-distressed aged 

fi nish, which perfectly highlighted the natural 

beauty of the stone.

The custom-built water feature, designed 

to evoke the idea of a working aqueduct, 
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ALFRESCO 
LIVING 

Having designed your new garden, the next step is to turn it  
into the ideal outdoor living space by selecting the right  

furniture, lighting, heating, paving, shade, decor and more
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ART OF ENTERTAINING
When designed well and perfectly placed, an outdoor entertaining area will

make you the host with the most and bring you endless enjoyment

Words: Karen Booth

Being outside — it’s a temptation 

most of us just can’t resist. This 

is never more so than when we 

want to share good food and good 

times with the people we love. Family lunches, 

dinner parties, movie nights — we now take 

all of these activities, and more, outdoors. 

Of course, Australians have always loved to 

entertain under the sun or stars but these 

days outdoor entertaining is often a more 

sophisticated aff air, with zones for lounging 

and dining, and a dedicated cooking area.

 “We spend so much of our leisure time 

outside it’s important to have a space that 

allows us to relax and entertain exactly how 

we want to,” says Phil Antcliff , director of Fifth 

Season Landscapes. “Having a well-designed 

entertaining area is about considering all the 

factors, such as space, budget and how you 

want to use your garden, deck or patio. By 

thinking all of this through before making any 

decisions, you can create the perfect outdoor 

entertaining area for you and your family.” 

Isabel Rundle, a landscape architect at 

Penfold Projects, says that without a well-

thought-out design, a family can miss out on 

many practical and aesthetic inclusions that 

could add value to their outdoor space — and 

they risk mistakes being made. “Incorrect 

placement of elements, for example, can 

lead to spaces that feel awkward and 

underwhelming, and extra costs when things 

have to be rectifi ed later,” she says 

SUMMER OR WINTER
Determining how you intend to use 

the space, summer through winter, is 

a critical part of the planning process. 

While summer may be prime time for 

alfresco living, cooking and dining outside 

is something most people want to be 

able to do whatever the season, which 

means considering everything, including 

protection from both the sun and the rain, 

ambient and task lighting, and how you will 

cool and heat the space.

“A smart outdoor design can enhance 

livability all year round —  there are so many 

creative options you can include that will 

be used through every season,” says Rod 

Waddell, director of Waddell Landscapes. 

“For example, people are loving the 

inclusion of fi re these days. Whether it’s a 

feature hanging fi replace, a traditional fi re 

pit or a gas log fi re built into a feature wall, 

having a fi ery focal point in an entertaining 

area adds warmth and interest.”

And you need to consider how interior 

and exterior living spaces complement 

one another. “A well-designed outdoor 

entertaining space draws people to the 

outdoors and, if done correctly, becomes 

an attractive additional room of the house,” 

continues Rod. “That’s why an outdoor 

entertaining space should be designed with 

the entire house and garden in mind. 

“Also the flow from inside to outside 

and how that transition is made should be 

considered. If you want people to naturally 

gravitate outside, you need to make it a 

very inviting place to be but also make the 

transition from inside to out an easy one.” 

The Malaga outdoor collection from GlobeWest 
off ers comfort and durability. globewest.com.au
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The Positano woven lounge 
seat and armchair is teamed 
here with the Positano teak 
table. globwest.com.au
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MAXIMISING SPACE
“A common mistake is to try and fi t too much 

into a small space. All you end up with is an 

area that is too cramped to use. You may want 

lounging and dining areas but if you can’t fi t 

both in comfortably, then don’t try,” advises 

Phil. “The space will work so much better — 

and be used more often — if people can move 

around it freely. That said, you can still have a 

good entertaining area with a small amount of 

space, you just need to be creative with how 

you go about it. Try using items that can fold 

away, a bar table instead of a dining table or a 

built-in bench seat.”

“When space is at a premium you can 

absolutely still have a functional and inviting 

entertaining space, you just need to remember 

that less is more when designing an outdoor 

entertaining area with a limited footprint,” says 

Rod. “The last thing you want is a cluttered 

feel so keep features to a minimum, e nsure 

you have the maximum amount of usable 

floor space and consider how each and every 

centimetre can be put to use.  

“One suggestion for introducing plants 

and decorative elements is to go vertical. 

You can use wall-mounted laser-cut 

screens, install a vertical garden or grow 

climbing plants along a trellis. If you have a 

pergola, you might like to grow a vine such 

as Parthenocissus quinquefolia that greens 

the boundary of the area and provides a leafy 

canopy, without compromising floor space.”

“Overcrowding is the biggest mistake people 
make when furnishing an outdoor entertaining 
space,” says Gabrielle Baker of Cosh Living. 
“When your space is small, don’t try to squeeze 
both dining and lounge furniture into the area, 
it will just make it look cluttered. Better to 
make a decision — one or the other. Decide 
what activities you prefer doing when outdoors. 
If you have a small barbecue area, an outdoor 
dining setting would be preferable. If your time 
outdoors is mostly enjoyed with a morning 
coff ee or reading a book, outdoor occasional 
chairs or a sofa would be a better fi t.

“The safest way to ensure that you make 
the right purchases is to take a few photos of 
your outdoor space and measure up before 
visiting the furniture store. Also, ask the sales 
consultants for their advice. For dining furniture, 
we recommend bench seating so that benches 
can be tucked neatly underneath the table to 
maximise space. For patios and decks, smaller 
contemporary bistro tables are a great option 
when teamed with stackable dining chairs.”

SMALL SPACES

Create a fully coordinated look in your 
new entertaining area with the Tosca     

collection by Tribu. coshliving.com.au

RIGHT This entertaining space is fully equipped 
with custom cabinetry, an under-counter fridge 
and a fi replace. rollingstonelandscapes.com
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So what’s hot in barbecues, you ask? According to John 
McGran from Lifestyle BBQs, the outdoor kitchen-style 
barbecue has been popular for many years and its a trend that 
shows no signs of abating. “These are sophisticated barbecue 
units, some available in modular confi gurations, which might 
include cabinets, a benchtop, sink or fridge,” he says. In terms 
of materials, he believes that stainless-steel cabinetry teamed 
with benchtops made of natural stone will remain in vogue. 
“These materials represent quality and durability, and they 
look great together,” says John.

STAYING ON TREND

ANYONE FOR A BARBECUE?
Of course, what alfresco entertaining space 

would be complete without a barbecue? It 

would be downright un-Australian. “Today, 

barbecues are becoming just as popular 

to cook on as the kitchen stove,” says John 

McGran of Lifestyle BBQs. “In fact, if you 

buy the right barbecue to suit your needs 

you’ll probably fi nd yourself cooking more 

outdoors than in. And discerning Aussies are 

demanding the best. Most people are looking 

for a restaurant-quality result in their outdoor 

cooking — and they want variety.”

With all the latest gizmos and accessories, 

modern barbecue designs are delivering 

what we’re demanding. Removable warming 

racks, wok burners, rotisseries, see-through 

glass covers, fold-out side tables, fashionable 

fi nishes, integrated storage and much more. 

So how do you decide which is the right 

barbecue for you? “It all comes down to 

space, how often you’ll use the barbecue, 

what sort of food you’d like to cook and how 

much money you’d like to spend,” says John. 

“How many people will you be cooking 

for and how often? Are you looking to cook 

up simple meals such as grilled steaks or 

perhaps more adventurous culinary fare? 

It helps to jot down your list of must-have 

features to get you started, that way you can 

determine the optional extras you’ll need.”

Your barbecue is an investment so 

choosing one that will stand the test of time 

is important, advises John. “Choosing a 

quality product constructed of hardwearing 

materials such as commercial-grade stainless 

steel will help to ensure its longevity,” he says. 

LEFT Roshults’ modular barbecue and outdoor kitchen collection 
will inject some welcome architectural flair. hubfurniture.com.au
ABOVE Finely crafted Mbrace dining chairs from Dedon off er the 
ultimate in designer alfresco style and comfort. coshliving.com.au
OPPOSITE PAGE BOTTOM Caneline’s Drop outdoor kitchen is 
pictured here, teamed with Peacock Soft Rope chairs, to create a 
highly contemporary entertaining area. canelineaustralia.com.au
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KITCHEN COOK-OUTS
Increasingly, the barbecue resides within an 

outdoor kitchen. This might be something as 

simple as a built-in prep bench with storage 

and a sink, or something more substantial, 

such as a standalone, custom-designed 

kitchen with a fridge, rangehood, pizza oven, 

barbecue and more.  

Your outdoor kitchen should reflect the 

type of entertainer you are, whether you are 

cooking for the masses every weekend or 

the occasional weekday barbecue. There are 

so many options and styles when it comes to 

outdoor kitchens. “People want versatility,” 

says Rod, “which is why they want to be able 

to cook in diff erent ways. This has led to the 

inclusion of woodfi red ovens. A woodfi red 

oven can be used to cook pretty much 

anything you would cook in an ordinary oven.”

“When designing an outdoor kitchen, 

we might be asked to incorporate gas 

barbecues, charcoal barbecues, smokers, 

Argentinian grills, beer and wine fridges … 

the list goes on and on,” says Phil. “Trying to 

combine multiple products into the available 

space while ensuring the kitchen remains 

easy to use can be tricky, so the initial design 

process is critical.”

“People really are looking to invest in 

outdoor kitchen setups which can be the 

ideal complement to an outdoor room or 

outdoor entertaining area,” adds Rod. “The 

outdoor kitchen is becoming synonymous 

with the outdoor entertaining area.” 

BELOW This barbecue is integrated into a custom 
concrete structure that provides bench space and 
some much needed storage. cosdesign.com.au

This Hamptons-style entertaining area 
is a feature of the Kymira design from 
Rawson Homes. rawsonhomes.com.au

Even in the smallest backyard you can 
fi nd room for a barbecue, prep space 
and some seating. 5thseason.com.au
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WHY INCLUDE A 
WOODFIRED OVEN?

THE FINISHING TOUCHES
Decor is a vital ingredient of any entertaining 

space. The scatter cushions and throws you 

add to your lounge, the rugs you place on the 

deck, the ambient lighting you choose, the 

wall art and screening you employ all matter. 

And furniture is critical to how often and how 

comfortably you use a dining or lounge area. 

The furniture needs to be fi t for purpose, of the 

right size and a stylistic match to your outdoor 

decorating scheme — also your interior decor if 

the space is attached to the house.

When entertaining, whether it’s a party for 

adults or a weekend influx of your teenager’s 

friends, having some extra casual seating 

makes all the diff erence. There are plenty of 

outdoor beanbags, floor cushions and all-

weather ottomans on the market, and stools 

that can be used as seats or side tables for 

resting drinks or nibbles. 

Then there are the plants. “It’s all too 

easy to focus all your attention on the hard 

structures like paving, decking, built-in 

seating and outdoor kitchens, but the key to 

creating an inviting space is to soften all the 

hard surfaces with greenery. This might be 

with potted plants, bordering garden beds 

or upright boundary plants, but it’s critically 

important to balance the hard and soft 

surfaces,” says Rod.

Finally, make good use of lighting as it will 

allow you to use and appreciate your outdoor 

space 24/7. After all, no-one ever said that a 

garden should have a curfew.

LEFT A woodfi red oven is an asset for frequent 
entertainers as it allows you to off er your guests 
a wider array of fare. bayongardens.com.au 
ABOVE The timber-topped Vela dining table is 
the perfect complement to the custom outdoor 
kitchen and woodfi red oven. satara.com.au

*Diversity of dishes: You can cook a broad 
range of foods in a woodfi red oven —
everything from pizza, chicken and fi sh to 
breads and desserts.

*   Warm ambience: The glow of the fi re can 
be hypnotic, turning the oven into a talking 
point and adding to the ambience when 
entertaining alfresco.

*   Ease of upkeep: A woodfi red oven doesn’t 
need the same cleaning and maintenance 
as a barbecue, so it leaves you with more 
time to relax and enjoy. 

*   Lots of options: Woodfi red ovens can come 
with a wheeled trolley, be self-contained 
and placed on a suitable bench surface, or 
you can build them in. 
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O U T D O O R  F U R N I T U R E

SETTING  THE MOOD
Create the ideal ambience for entertaining or simply 

relaxing with a beautifully furnished outdoor space
As the pace of life increases, so does 

the desire for a space in which 

we can relax and enjoy some 

quality time. Open your doors to a 

timeless, beautiful outdoor space where your 

furniture sets the mood, just the way you like it. 

Cosh Living’s outdoor furniture collections 

are designed to look and feel just as elegant 

and comfortable as the most luxurious indoor 

furniture. Made using only the very best 

materials to ensure they withstand the harsh 

Australian elements, Cosh’s designer outdoor 

furniture will encourage you and your loved 

ones to spend more quality time outdoors.

One of the latest collections is Mbrace 

by Dedon. Designed by Sebastian Herkner, 

and inspired by the gesture of embracing 

someone, it combines multi-coloured Dedon 

fi bre with a solid teak base. The result is an 

inviting, award-winning range of dining, 

lounge and poolside furniture. 

Also by Dedon, Swingrest, designed by 

Daniel Pouzet, is the ultimate hanging and 

standing daybed. The design is in a class of 

its own, combining rotating table tops and 

a sophisticated hanging system. Ideal for 

the garden or around the pool, the basket-

like daybed is luxuriously comfortable, 

unpretentious and remarkably durable. 

For a touch of elegance, look to Tao 

dining tables, designed by Monica Armani 

for Tribu. They boast sculptural concrete 

pedestals and fi nely milled, slim, round table 

tops, creating a perfectly balanced contrast. 

Tao tables are available in warm, natural linen 

and wengé tones.

Gloster’s Blow side tables off er a similar 

Senja sofa by Tribu

Tao table and Tosca chairs by Tribu
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degree of sophistication. The soft lines 

and natural tones of these rounded glazed 

ceramic bases complement the solid, buff ed 

teak table tops. Eye-catching and inspiring, 

these accent pieces reflect the light across 

their surfaces while adding character to any 

outdoor living space. 

When it’s time to sit back and relax there is 

Tribu’s Senja sofa. The highly flexible design by 

Studio Segers invites you to combine a one-, 

two- or three-seater module with either high 

or low arms giving your sofa a custom-made 

feel. Integrated teak or glazed lava stone 

tables can be inserted anywhere, keeping 

everything you need in easy reach. 

Dedon’s Tibbo sofa collection is another 

luxurious option. Designed by Edward Barber 

and Jay Osgerby, Tibbo lounge furniture 

is handcrafted from sustainably sourced 

premium teak, providing unrivalled weather-

resistance and durability. When positioned 

out of the sun, Tibbo will retain its warm, 

golden hue. Left outside and untreated, the 

teak will naturally silver-off  adding another 

layer of character to the design.

By investing in beautiful, quality outdoor 

furniture and accessories you will be creating 

a comfortable and inviting outdoor room that 

will become an extension of your home. 

Mbrace wing chair and ottoman by Dedon

Tibbo sofa by Dedon

Swingrest lounger by Dedon

Blow side table by Gloster
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O U T D O O R  F U R N I T U R E

DREAM WEAVING
Enjoy the ultimate in comfort and style with this 

leading range of handwoven artisan furniture

The prospect of entertaining or 

relaxing outdoors has never been 

so appealing with these stylish, 

supremely comfortable outdoor 

sofas, sun lounges, daybeds and more from 

Contemporary Classics. From beautiful dining 

settings and comfy lounge suites to handy 

side tables and chic pod chairs, there’s a broad  

variety of outdoor pieces to suit every taste and 

the quality is second to none.

“We specialise in outdoor furniture that 

has been handwoven by artisans and made 

with comfort and quality in mind. We off er a 

diverse range of pieces with the emphasis on 

classic ‘forever’ designs at aff ordable prices, 

ensuring you can fi nd something to suit any 

outdoor space,” says Grant Furniss, founder of 

Contemporary Classics.

All pieces are sourced from fi ve major 

suppliers — Bloom-Outdoor, Sedex, Mazuvo, 

Skyline and Yamakawa — all well-established, 

well-known international brands. As a 

result, customers can avail themselves of an 

impressive and extensive choice of shapes, 

sizes, colours and styles. Quality is another 

thing customers can expect.

“Our focus has always been on sourcing 

handmade products worthy of the most 

stylish outdoor spaces. Our aim is to provide 

homeowners with all-weather furniture that 

is beautiful, timeless, comfortable and long-

lasting,” says Grant.

“After 30 years of importing handwoven 

designs we have the highest standards 

and source only those ranges that have 

exceptionally tight, precise weaving and use 

fi bres that will stand up to the harsh Australian 

environment. In particular, we only use 

products that have been UV-tested using 

German technology.”

Adds Grant, “We can custom-size a 

lot of the models and single-piece orders 

can be made. Because of our long history 

of importing handmade furniture, we 

have forged strong relationships with our 

suppliers which gives us the flexibility to off er 

special productions. As for standard pieces, 

if we don’t have them in stock they can be 

ordered with lead times of eight to 16 weeks 

for most products.”

Aimed at the design-savvy homeowner, 

Contemporary Classics’ outdoor furniture can 

be used as a feature of a garden or as a starting 

point for an outdoor design, says Grant. “Why 

not use the furniture as your focal point and 

design the background to support it? This 

can be an easy way to fi nd inspiration for an 

outdoor design,” he suggests. 

“Or you can design your space and then 

choose pieces, large and small, from our 

comprehensive range to complement the 
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design and create a comfortable space that 

people will want to stop and enjoy. Classic 

woven products continue to be in demand 

and suit homes of all styles, from modern and 

minimalist to resort-style and traditional.”

Established in 1990, the New Zealand-

based company recently extended its reach 

to Australia, opening its fi rst store in Surfers 

Paradise, Queensland. The showroom is open 

seven days a week, so pop in to see what’s on 

off er or you can visit the website.
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LIGHT YOUR WAY
With artfully placed landscape and exterior lighting,      

you can create an utterly enchanting night garden
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Sometimes garden lighting is a bit 

of an afterthought. A great deal 

of care goes into choosing the 

paving, plants and pots, but how 

much attention is paid to what should be 

illuminated and what type of fi ttings used?

Thinking about how you will light your 

garden during the design stage makes all the 

diff erence to how it will look — and feel — at 

night. Integrating lighting into your original 

garden design plan means the end result 

will look intentional rather than like a late 

addition. Moreover, it can save you money 

and hassle in the long run.

Finding an exterior lighting expert with 

horticultural knowledge and landscape 

design experience is the key to success. So, 

too, is choosing premium-quality fi ttings. 

Castlight, a company specialising in low-

voltage (12-volt) architectural and landscape 

lighting, ticks all of these boxes.

Company owner Nigel Finnimore 

has a horticultural and landscape design 

background. “This knowledge is very 

valuable when selecting what to light and by 

which method, especially for the planting,” 

says Nigel. “Designing lighting schemes is an 

integral part of the service we provide. We 

meet clients on-site to assess the garden 

and talk through their needs and, later, we 

meet with the electrical contractor to mark 

out on-site the exact positions so as not to 

compromise the design.”

To help clients make informed choices, 

they are invited to the showroom to view 

the Castlight product range and go through 

the lighting design and specifi cations. “They 

can then see how the various eff ects can be 

achieved and can view on a big screen some 

of the projects we have completed over the 

past 25 years,” says Nigel.

Castlight products are designed and 

manufactured in Australia and the quality 

is unmatched. The company is especially 

known for its brass and cast-bronze ranges, 

which have been designed to withstand 

even the most punishing coastal conditions. 

They weather naturally, taking on a beautiful, 

timeless patina.

There are many standout products, but one 

of the most popular is the Gemini “twin” range, 

suitable for contemporary and traditional 

gardens. You have a choice of fi ve fi ttings 

and you can opt for brass, which ages like the 

cast-bronze, or powdercoated, machined 

aluminium. The latter is for locations where 

coastal conditions don’t apply.

“Because we have such a broad range 

of fi ttings and accessories it means we 

are able to highlight structures and plants 

in a variety of ways, not just by using the 
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standard lighting technique of uplighting,” 

says Nigel. “And to ensure your new lights 

will complement your landscape design, we 

can organise custom colours to blend with 

outdoor structures such as pergolas.”

The garden featured here showcases 

Castlight products and Nigel’s design flair 

to perfection. “The driveway to the house 

is very long, approximately 150 metres, and 

then it’s a further 100 metres to the house so 

security was a concern,” explains Nigel. 

“At the same time, the client wanted the 

scene to be welcoming for guests, with the 

lighting helping to subtly direct them to the 

house while highlighting the garden along 

the way. This meant lighting the driveway, 

the approach to the house and the turning 

circle was a challenge as we had to make 

the journey secure without losing the 

welcoming atmosphere.” 

One of the techniques used to enhance 

the ambience was to moonlight the large 

trees (which involved attaching downlights 

to the higher branches) to emphasise the 

garden below and highlight feature elements. 

“Suffi  cient light was created for security 

even though it was obtained by soft washing 

of the driveway. The approach to the house 

was supplemented by some uplighting and 

fi ttings were attached the house front and 

garage,” says Nigel.

“Fittings from our Gemini ‘twin’ range 

were used for the garden and driveway,” 

he adds. “Fittings over the verandah 

posts provide light for the entry steps and 

feature topiary plants in pots and were 

powdercoated a special colour to blend with 

the posts. The house and garage fi ttings 

were chosen from our Classic Bronze range, 

which is all solid cast bronze.”

In transforming this garden, the Castlight 

team took immense pride in exceeding 

expectations. As you can see, with expert 

guidance, there are myriad ways to turn a 

garden into an enchanting nightscape.
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M E E T  T H E  D E S I G N E R

N I G E L  F I N N I M O R E

How did you get your start? I began as a 

horticulturist and segued into designing 

and creating landscapes. I always thought 

it was a shame that we lost a great deal 

of the eff ect and atmosphere at night by 

not having suitable light fi ttings. At the 

time, mostly only decorative fi ttings, like 

coach lights, were available; also bollards 

and flood lights. I heard about a company 

in the USA that produced 12-volt fi ttings 

especially for the outdoors, so I went 

there to investigate. That was the start of 

my search for quality fi ttings that could 

provide the lighting I wanted.

What is your approach to design? My 

design philosophy is that I am “painting with 

light” and my aim is to recognise the best 

features, including architectural elements 

of both the house and garden. Just as 

important is knowing which techniques 

to use to create a wonderful atmosphere 

without losing sight of practicalities.

Can you describe your process? When 

developing a lighting plan, what’s most 

important is having a vision and the 

knowledge to make it a reality. It’s also 

important that I meet the clients at the 

property so I can view their garden and 

home to map out the design, which I 

then draw up later. During the site visit we 

discuss the possibilities so the clients have 

an appreciation of the concept and they 

can give me input into how they like to live.

What qualities set you apart? The ability 

to treat each property individually and not 

“rubber stamp” them. As a horticulturist 

with a background in landscape design, 

it’s easy for me to appreciate the subject 

matter. For over 30 years I have had many 

satisfi ed clients, some of whom have 

engaged my services each time they 

moved to a new home. Clients involve 

me with each new property as they know 

I will ensure their lighting reflects the 

architecture of their new house and garden, 

which may be very diff erent from their last.

Are you influenced by trends? I don’t 

believe creating inspiring lighting for 

outdoor spaces involves trends. It’s my 

experience that the type of ambience 

clients love involves timelessness — in the 

eff ects created and in the appearance 

of the light fi ttings. That’s why I only use 

Castlight fi xtures, which are designed and 

made in Australia. Eff ective yet subtle 

results can be created by highlighting 

architectural and landscape features with 

the innovative use of shadows, silhouettes 

and soft mood lighting, extending the 

enjoyment of the garden long after sunset.

What is the secret to your success? We 

have a very detailed approach. Through 

every step of the process our clients 

really value that they have an open line 

of communication, from going through 

all that’s involved during the initial 

consultation in our showroom to walking 

through the positioning of fi ttings with the 

installer on site. It is very rewarding when 

clients tell us the lighting looks wonderful. 

Castlight, 
castlight.com.au

LET THERE BE LIGHT
Outdoor lighting must complement both home and

garden, says Nigel Finnimore, founder of Castlight
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OUTSIDE FAVOURITES
Whether its kicking back in a cabana or entertaining beneath a vine-clad                    

pergola, an outdoor structure gives you the ideal alfresco lifestyle 

Words: Karen Booth

Done well, outdoor structures 

are an asset, making the time 

you spend outside more 

comfortable and boosting 

your home’s resale value. “It’s something 

that people look for in a home and is a 

worthwhile investment for lifestyle and 

added property value. Every home would 

benefi t from having some kind of outdoor 

structure, be it for shade by the pool or an 

area the family can use to enjoy an outdoor 

meal in the summer months,” says Justin 

Dibble of Fluid Design. “The type, size and 

style of that structure will largely come down 

to budget and how many people you need 

to be able to comfortably fi t in the space.” 

“If you can, seek advice from a landscape 

designer,” adds Georgia Harper of Georgia 

Harper Landscape Design. “They are trained 

to guide you to the right choices and don’t 

have a vested interest in what type of 

structure it is. Style-wise, it needs to fi t in 

the context of its surroundings — it should 

complement your existing architecture, 

or make a statement in its contrast. Scale 

is important too. If you have a small yard, 

you shouldn’t incorporate a large structure 

because it will dominate.”

THINK THINGS THROUGH
“Often the biggest challenge we face 

when designing an outdoor entertaining 

structure is meeting council requirements 

regarding the allowable size, the height 

out of the ground and the setback from 

boundaries. It can also be a challenge 

fi guring out how the roof structure will fi x 

back into the existing house roof if your 

structure is to be attached,” says Justin.

“Where you locate it will generally be 

determined by what is most practical in 

relation to the house and other major garden 

elements such as a pool. What to include in 

the outdoor structure will be governed by a 

family’s wish list and, of course, their budget 

as things like outdoor fi replaces and kitchens 

can get expensive, but it’s all about enjoying a 

great outdoor lifestyle so it’s worth it.”

Says Georgia, “My main advice is to give 

a lot of thought to why you need the extra 

space and what you need it to deliver in terms 

of service to your family. Make a list and think 

about what you need to fi t inside it and how 

wide and high it needs to be. Having worked 

that out, choose the type of structure. Huts, 

gazebos and pavilions are the most popular 

choices if you have the space. These can be 

anything from a simple four-post enclosure 

to a fully-enclosed summer house. Pergolas 

of various styles are popular too.” 

A destination in its own right, this 
pergola has enough space for dining 
and lounging. candeodesign.com.au
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Some outdoor structures have a mainly 
decorative purpose and are largely included 
as landscape features. Smaller structures, 
such as arbours, arches and lych-gates (a 
gateway covered with a roof, typically found 
in traditional English or cottage gardens), 
can be used in gardens of modest size where 
there isn’t room for, say, a gazebo to add 
some architectural interest and height. They 
can also be used as a support for climbing 
plants, allowing you to bring more greenery 
and flowers into the garden. 

These elements can, of course, also be used 
in larger gardens. An arbour built over a long 
garden path, perhaps linking the house with a 
pool at the end of the garden, adds structure 
and creates a real sense of transition from one 
space to another. Plant with climbing vines to 
provide dappled shade for those using the path. 
Or a simple archway might be placed on the fi rst 
level of a series of steps leading up through a 
garden, drawing the eye to the steps and acting 
as portal to a new part of the garden.

GARDEN FEATURES

RIGHT Any outdoor structure needs to be framed 
with the right planting. vividdesign.com.au
BELOW For a rustic look and a sustainable design 
approach, use recycled timber. ngiv.com.au
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VERSATILE PERGOLAS
Fundamentally, a pergola is an open 

structure without walls. “They can be built 

as freestanding structures, placed away 

from the house or, as is the more common 

option, attached to the side of a building, 

usually the house. Most homes today have 

a rear living area which leads out to a patio 

or deck and if you build a pergola over it, 

you instantly turn it into an outdoor room 

that off ers varying degrees of protection 

from the elements, depending on how you 

approach the roofi ng,” says Justin.

“A pergola can be much more than just 

a way to provide shade, though. It can be 

styled in such a way that it can set the tone 

for the entire outdoor space; become an 

important focal point in the garden area; 

reflect the architecture of the house and 

create much valued extra entertaining 

space,” adds Georgia. 

“Attached pergolas can greatly extend 

the space for existing verandahs or alfresco 

spaces, and by virtue of being attached 

they require less posts, which can keep the 

structure feeling more open,” she continues. 

“On the other hand, standalone pergolas can 

become a separate space and create a new 

zone entirely for entertaining.”

MATERIAL MATTERS
In terms of pergola materials, steel is one 

current trend. “Steel has more tensile 

strength and this allows for less posts 

(and thinner ones) and wider spans than 

timber. Steel is also largely maintenance 

free,” says Georgia. “Timber pergolas 

are a classic look that will never go out 

of style. Timber’s warmth comes from 

regular staining but the silvered timber 

pergola can be a thing of beauty. A good 

compromise is a steel pergola structure 

clad in timber — the best of both worlds.”

“Popular choices for pergola structure 

RIGHT Get creative with shapes as well as the 
materials used. Here, Corten steel is a feature        
of the design. waddelllandscapes.com.au
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materials are hardwood, painted timber 

or powdercoated aluminium, which can 

be suppo rted by timber, aluminium or 

steel posts or brick piers,”says Justin. 

“Powdercoated aluminium is a popular 

choice as it is practically maintenance free 

and lightweight so the framing can have a 

thinner profi le. Roofi ng options will be driven 

by budget and how much sun protection 

or flexibility you want. If you want flexibility, 

there are automatic louvres and retractable 

fabric awnings at your disposal.”

“For shade, there are so many options,” 

agrees Georgia. “Stainless tension wire with 

climbing plants gives a soft and natural look, 

and there are other manmade options such 

as timber battens for permanent dappled 

shade. For a solid roof, polycarbonate panels 

can off er great UV protection and allow 

sunlight in. Colorbond is a great choice for 

pitched and skillion roofs.”

GAZEBOS OF EVERY KIND 
For some, a gazebo is a place to gather. 

It could be a period-style structure with 

bench seating where you can relax and 

read a good book, it could be of modern 

design and contain tables, chairs and 

a barbecue for outdoor dining and 

entertaining, or it might provide protection 

for a spa. For others, a gazebo is as much 

a landscape feature as it is a place to sit or 

gather. Placed at the end of a garden path 

or in a corner of the garden, it acts as a 

focal point, drawing the eye.

LEFT This dining area is covered  by a pergola with 
a cantilevered, timber-batten roof and is equipped 
with a large built-in barbecue. cosdesign.com.au
ABOVE How you light and furnish an outdoor living 
structure is important. waddelllandscapes.com.au
OPPOSITE PAGE TOP When a pergola is attached      
to the house, you need to ensure it doesn’t obscure 
garden views from the home. cosdesign.com.au

PERGOLA POINTERS

*Frame a view: A pergola can be used to frame a 
pretty view, create a cool walkway or provide a 
space for outdoor entertaining.

*   Establish flow: When attached to the house, a 
pergola helps to smooth the transition between 
inside and outside living spaces.

*   Use climbers: Climbing plants (vines, wisteria, 
star jasmine, mandevilla) can be grown up the 
posts and along the crossbeams. 

*   Match materials: The closer the pergola is to 
the house, the more refi ned the construction 
materials and fi nishes should be.

*   Create cohesion: Ensure the style and colour 
of the pergola complements the architecture of 
your house and garden design.



D E S I G N  F E AT U R E
Outdoor Structures

148 | OUTDOOR DESIGN

Because a gazebo is a solid-roofed 

standalone structure, it isn’t always a wise 

idea for a small garden as even a gazebo of 

modest size and restrained design could 

look imposing and out of scale. For this 

reason, gazebos tend to work best in larger 

gardens, creating a destination point within 

the garden and a prime spot from which to 

survey the greenery and garden beds. 

Location will be determined by size, 

aspect, sun exposure and the contour of 

your land. How it will be used is another 

determining factor. If you want it for outdoor 

entertaining, it may be best to place it as 

close as practical to the home for easy access 

to the kitchen. Also, walk around your garden 

to get a sense of how the gazebo would look 

from every angle and what views you would 

get from inside the gazebo.

POOLSIDE CABANAS
“Pool cabanas are growing in popularity 

as they allow for a number of diverse uses. 

These can include a discreet place to 

towel off  after a swim in the pool, a family 

entertaining space, a spot for weekend 

barbecues, a guest bedroom separate to the 

house, a space for teenage sleepovers, an art 

or yoga studio, a gym or a family study,” says 

John Storch of A Total Concept.

Location is a vital consideration, as is 

making sure the cabana is the correct size 

for how you intend to use it.  “As with any 

structure, it is important that it does not 

dominate the space. The internal ceiling 

height of the structure is also important; it 

should be high enough so that it appears 

roomy but low enough so that it feels 

comfortable inside. Cathedral ceilings work 

well, providing adequate height for fans 

and heaters. They are also typically cooler 

in summer, allowing heat to rise and escape 

through vents,” says John.

“Likewise, the openings are important. 

For example, a single opening door used in 

conjunction with waist-high windows may 

keep draughts out in winter and allow more 

scope for furnishing layouts. If the door is 

concertinaed or sliding across one whole 

side of the cabana, this doubles the usable 

entertaining space and provides a cohesive 

appearance. Another tip is to integrate the 

look of the cabana with the home itself. 

You can do this by using complementary 

materials and similar colours.” 

The bottom life? A well-designed, well-built 

cabana, or any other outdoor living structure, 

will immeasurably enhance your lifestyle.

If you have the space, why not create 
a standalone structure for cooking, 

dining and lounging? outsidein.net.au

ABOVE This cabana off ers everything you need 
for easy entertaining. atotalconcept.com.au
ABOVE RIGHT Created for the Chelsea Flower 
Show in 2018, this is the quintessential outdoor 
living and dining room. haydesigns.co.uk



OUTRIGGER CUSTOM DESIGNS awnings and sails to virtually 
any shape, size or colour – to create a functional and stylish outdoor living area 
for your home or business. Whether you need privacy, rain or sun protection, 
our factory in Sydney will design and manufacture an awning to suit you. No 
matter what the weather, an Outrigger awning will have you covered. Designs 
include retracting awnings (manual or motorised), sails, batten awnings, stylish 
carports, outdoor blinds and cantilevered awnings.

Call us now or visit our website for your free design consultation.

Tel. (02) 9905 8473
www.outriggerawnings.com.au

ENJOY THE OUTDOORS
ALL YEAR ROUND WITH A CUSTOM DESIGNED AWNING
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CUSTOM CREATIONS
When you want to shelter your outdoor areas and do it 

with style, you need an individually tailored solution
If you want to protect your outdoor 

space from either the sun or the rain — 

or, indeed, both — you need a tailored 

solution that suits your specifi c location 

and lifestyle needs. The experts from Outrigger 

Awnings & Sails specialise in the creation of 

high-quality, custom-designed shade and 

rainproof fabric structures for domestic and 

commercial applications. Products include 

retracting, batten and cantilevered awnings, 

awnings for carports and pergolas, as well as 

sails and outdoor blinds.

Designed for optimum strength and 

longevity, as well as good looks, Outrigger 

awnings are the perfect choice when you 

want year-round coverage in a high-wind 

area. Outrigger’s retracting awnings can 

withstand winds up to 100km/h while the 

company’s fi xed awnings are rated for winds 

up to 140km/h.

All awnings are custom-designed and 

engineered by company owner Andrew 

Perry and fabricated in the Outrigger 

factory in Sydney, so you can be assured 

each product will be specifi cally tailored 

to your site and preferred design. As an 

example, pictured on the top of the facing 

page is a custom-made rainproof motorised 

retracting awning with poles and frame. The 

awning has a vertical retracting shade blind 

for protection from the afternoon sun.



CONTACT DETAILS
OUTRIGGER AWNINGS & SAILS

Phone (02) 9905 8473 

Email info@outriggerawnings.com.au

Website outriggerawnings.com.au

Photography by Peter Brennan
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All Outrigger awnings and sails are made 

using the highest-quality fabric and fi ttings 

so you can expect them to last 18 to 25 

years. Retracting sails are manufactured 

with a Tri-Radial fabric pattern, which evenly 

distributes tension throughout the material 

and eliminates tensioning along a bias edge. 

This greatly increases the strength and long-

term durability of the sail.

Outrigger’s retracting awnings and 

sails are a popular choice as they off er not 

only strength and flexibility, but aesthetic 

appeal too. Their sleek, modern look will 

complement any architectural design, plus 

they can be extended or retracted easily.

Installation can be arranged within a 

200km radius of Sydney (by Outrigger 

staff ) and a free quotation and design 

service is available for clients anywhere 

in Australia or the world. You just need to 

supply photos, sketches or drawings of the 

outdoor area to be covered and the design 

process will be conducted by phone or 

email, after which you will receive a written 

quotation and a drawing. As an engineer 

who has been designing awnings since 1994, 

Andrew Perry has the expertise to create the 

perfect shade or rain solution, just for you.
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SHADE ON DEMAND
Flexible and easy to use, this retractable sail system                        

off ers the ultimate in convenience and protection
The Shaderunner® Retractable Sail 

System is ideally suited to a wide 

range of applications around the 

home, from outdoor entertaining 

spaces and patios to swimming pools and 

courtyards. And with an impressive palette 

of fabrics and colour options available, the 

Shaderunner® complements all architectural 

styles, including contemporary suburban 

homes and traditional country residences. 

The owners of this lovely home in 

Adelaide’s eastern suburbs have created a 

series of inviting outdoor spaces comprised 

of a stylish entertaining area, lap pool and 

poolside lounge area. A great deal of thought 

went into maximising the use of these spaces, 

hence the inclusion of three fully retractable 

Shaderunner® shades. Now, whether they are 

entertaining or using the pool, the owners can 

have shade and UV protection on demand. 

The simple-to-adjust Shaderunner® 

Retractable Sail System off ers the ultimate 

in convenience, making it easy to enjoy your 

outdoor spaces no matter how punishing 

the Australian climate. During summer, 

the Shaderunner® can be fully extended 

to provide maximum shade, UV protection 

and thermal comfort. In the cooler months, 

the system can be retracted, welcoming the 

winter sun and maximising solar gains.



CONTACT DETAILS
SHADEFORM 

Address 212 Grange Road, Flinders Park SA 5025 

Phone (08) 8354 2116 

Email enquiries@shadeform.com.au 

Website shadeform.com.au
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When you are designing any outdoor 

area, entertaining space or swimming pool, 

practical shading should be at the forefront, in 

particular, retractable shading. The combined 

eff ect of reducing the impact of the sun 

during summer and making the most of 

the available light and warmth in winter not 

only makes it possible to use your outdoor 

spaces more frequently, it can also aid in 

the implementation of passive solar design 

strategies for your home.

Passive solar design aims to reduce the 

impact and use of mechanical air conditioning 

and heating systems by the combined 

approach of reducing unwanted solar gains 

during summer and maximising solar gains 

through winter. Being a fully retractable shade 

system, the Shaderunner® can help achieve 

this, while simultaneously enhancing the visual 

appeal of your home.

The Shaderunner® is constructed using 

only the most durable marine-grade yacht 

fi ttings and Ronstan ball bearing pulleys, 

ensuring years of trouble-free shading with 

minimal maintenance. The Shaderunner® 

is manufactured from a range of rigorously 

tested fabrics, from 95 per cent polyester 

mesh to waterproof PVC. Each fabric is 

mould resistant, off ers protection from glare 

and the sun’s harmful rays, and comes in a 

wide choice of colours.

Available in both manual and motorised 

versions, the Shaderunner® can be installed 

on an existing or purpose-built pergola. It can 

also be installed between walls or fascias, or 

on support posts, and because of its unique 

qualities, the Shaderunner® can span large 

areas with minimum support structure. Due 

to its versatility, its ideally suited to a multitude 

of applications, from the smallest residential 

setting right up to large-span commercial 

projects, such as aquatic parks and hotels.

With distributors located in each state, the 

Shaderunner® is available Australia-wide.
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SEAL AND PROTECT
A deep-penetrating invisible sealer that safeguards the 

natural stone, paving and tiled areas around your home
With the right treatment, it’s 

easy to keep even the most 

porous natural stone and 

paving, as well as tile and 

brick, looking great for many years. Treating 

a porous surface with the right impregnating 

sealer also makes cleaning easier.

Staining is the most common problem 

aff ecting porous materials such as stone paving 

and steps, but there are other common types 

of damage. Water can be harmless, but if stone 

or paving is wet for long enough, mould and 

bacteria can take hold and the material can be 

softened and weakened. Water also contains 

minerals (salts) that can leave unsightly 

residues or stains and even cause major 

corrosion of unprotected pavers and tiles.

Australia is a land of innovation and it’s 

no surprise the world’s most advanced 

impregnating sealers for protecting porous 

surfaces come from Dry-Treat, a company that 

was founded in Australia.

Dry-Treat’s range of high-quality invisible 

impregnating sealers provides many 

advantages over traditional topical (coating) 

and impregnating sealers. “Our modifi ed 

Silane technology comes down to two basic 

things,” says Dry-Treat’s director of sales, Scott 

Higginbotham. “Our impregnating sealers 

penetrate much deeper, up to 14mm, and our 

special water- and oil-repelling molecules 



CONTACT DETAILS
Dry-Treat

Phone 1800 675 119

Website drytreat.com
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actually chemically bond permanently with the 

treated material, so you get a very deep and 

long-lasting barrier of protection.”

Dry-Treat’s flagship STAIN-PROOF sealer 

not only protects natural stone, paving and tiles 

against stains to keep them looking good, it 

also maintains the slip-resistance of the surface 

(which is great for poolside areas), retards moss 

and mildew growth, and makes the surface 

much easier to clean. A 15-year performance 

warranty is available when STAIN-PROOF is 

applied by an accredited applicator, although 

the simple application instructions make it easy 

for DIY use as well.

“Dry-Treat’s reputation has spread to 

more than 35 countries through a worldwide 

network of distrubutors and dealers,” says 

Scott. “Today, STAIN-PROOF original protects 

hundreds of thousands of homes and many 

well-known iconic public and commercial 

buildings, including the Melbourne Cricket 

Ground, the BBC Scotland headquarters, the 

Dallas Cowboys stadium in the United States, 

city malls, famous hotels and monuments. We 

are very comfortable backing our products with  

our unique performance warranties when our 

sealers are applied by an accredited applicator.”

For more product information or to fi nd 

a Dry-Treat dealer or accredited applicator 

located near you, call the number below or visit 

the Dry-Treat website.
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SEASONAL 
SPLENDOUR

With the perfect palette of plants you can create a 

garden that beguiles, summer through winter  

Words: Karen Booth

Planting a garden is part preparation, 

part creativity. You need to get a 

handle on the basics — things like 

choosing the right plant for the 

right location (for example, you wouldn’t put 

a shade-loving plant in a full-sun location) 

— otherwise your plants will struggle. If that 

happens, it won’t matter how pretty the 

planting plan or inspired your mix of flower 

colours and foliage textures; a garden fi lled 

with ailing plants is not a pleasing one.

There are books, websites, online tutorials 

and the experts at your local garden centre 

to help with the fundamentals. Once you’ve 

gained a command of the basics, you can 

don your designer’s hat and decide what 

look you want to create and devise a plan for 

what goes where.

There’s much to consider. First, what 

style do you favour — formal, native, cottage, 

coastal, tropical? Next, you need to think 

about how to use the plants that fi t into your 

design theme to best eff ect. What role could 

climbing plants play? What about border 

planting and groundcovers? And as for plant 

training techniques like pleaching, espalier 

and topiary, what might they contribute to 

your planting design?  

Rounded forms soften the look of the 
garden while diff erent foliage colours 

add interest. bhgardens.com.au

TOUCH OF SOPHISTICATION
Let’s start with pleaching, which is the practice 

of growing trees or large shrubs in a line and 

interlacing their branches to form an elevated 

hedge or canopy that appears to sit atop stilts. 

This is a great technique for small gardens as 

it enables you to introduce greenery without 

taking up too much space. And pleached plants 

draw the eye upwards, which helps smaller 

spaces seem a bit bigger. 

Pleached plants can perform myriad roles 

in a garden. Use them to create privacy, add 

structure, function as an architectural design 

element or create an elegant avenue. While 

pleached plants look sophisticated and can 

give a garden a more formal appearance, 

they can be used in gardens of more relaxed 

design. Just plant perennials underneath 

and you have a casual, cottage look. 

Plants that are well suited to pleaching 

are the bay laurel, various magnolia species, 

weeping fi g and Portuguese laurel. You 

could also use lime trees, honey locust or 

weeping lilly pilly, but pleaching has a high 

degree of diffi  culty so it’s best left to the 

professionals. Or you can buy pre-pleached 

shrubs and trees from specialist nurseries.
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Well-established trees help a garden convey a sense 
of place. They also contribute height and form and 
are a vital component of a well-balanced garden 
design. Trees can be called upon to function as focal 
points, provide seasonal interest, ensure privacy, 
dampen the sound of passing traffi  c, protect other 
plants from wind, contribute shade and give an 
outdoor space a sense of enclosure.

Trees need to be selected and placed with great 
care. Make sure you know how tall and wide they’ll 
grow and just how invasive the root system is before 
you get planting. If using for shade, proper placement 
is even more critical.

Many of the most popular exotic trees (Japanese 
maple, birch) are deciduous, with the advantage of 
allowing winter sun into the garden while providing 
summer shade. Many also have the added attraction 
of showy spring flowers (plum, crab apple) or autumn 
colour (liquidambar, Chinese pistachio). 

Broad-leaved evergreen trees are useful for shade, 
shelter, wind-breaks, screening and for providing 
winter interest in a garden. Most Australian native 
trees are evergreen and some rainforest plants make 
wonderful additions to the garden.

TREE TALK

Note the use of layered planting and 
trees for screening. landscape.net.au

Potted topiaries add a formal 
touch to this lush garden. 
rosmccullygardens.com.au
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TAKE IT TO THE WALL
Espalier is a more familiar term to many and 

involves training a tree or shrub to grow flat 

along a frame or wires attached to a wall or 

fence. This technique is used for flowering and 

fruiting trees (apples, pears, plums, nectarines, 

citrus, fi gs) and can be very useful in small or 

narrow spaces, also courtyards. The tree can be 

trained to grow in a variety of shapes but the 

T shape, where the tree branches stretch out 

either side to look like a series of T shapes, one 

atop the other, is most popular. Or you could try 

a fan shape for something diff erent.

A sunny, north-facing wall is best and 

you need a sturdy framework for the plant 

to grow along. An espaliered plant can look 

amazing but it takes work. To keep its shape 

and characteristic two-dimensional look, it 

needs regular pruning. You need to remove 

branches that do not fi t the pattern and 

the retained branches need to be tied to 

the training wire and re-tied as they grow — 

basically, it’s something you need to keep on 

top of, so it will require time and patience.

If you want an espaliered plant for its 

blooms rather that its fruit, there are quite 

a few choices, including gardenia, jasmine, 

crepe myrtle, bougainvillea and viburnum, 

but one of the most popular is the camellia.

Pleached trees form pretty 
avenues and add structure. 

nathanburkett.com.au
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When choosing your plant palette, consider 
the colour of the flowers and foliage. Just like 
in a beautiful painting, the colours in your 
landscape have to work in concert. The way 
you group these colours is a matter of taste, 
but there are some guidelines you can follow 
to create the mood you want. 

Contrasting colours are those that are 
opposite each other on the colour wheel 
and create a bolder eff ect as each colour is 
competing for equal attention. For example, a 
strong purple salvia planted next to red poppies 
will make an impact. Harmonising colours are 
next to each other on the colour wheel and as 
they complement each other the eff ect is more 
relaxing. Think yellow daisies intermingled with 
orange roses.

Or you could explore the monochromatic 
approach, which involves using one colour. 
Considered boring by some, it gives a garden 
a calming eff ect. A garden full of white flowers 
with a backdrop of green foliage looks elegant 
and engenders a sense of serenity.

COLOUR CUES MARVELLOUSLY MANICURED
If you’re going for the formal look or want to use 

plant shape to bring some order to your garden 

or create a focal point, you might consider 

topiary. Put simply, topiary is all about clipping 

evergreen shrubs or trees into particular 

shapes, usually geometric. The most popular 

shapes are balls, cones and spirals although you 

can trim and train the plant into any shape you 

like. Some people prefer the standard (ball on 

a stick) topiary that looks good in a large pot; 

some have a more whimsical approach.

There is quite a diverse range of plants 

that lend themselves to the practice of 

topiary. Japanese and English box are often 

favoured for more traditional formal gardens 

but you can also use bay trees, junipers, 

fi cus, camellias and gardenias. And there are 

Australian natives, too, including lilly pillies, 

correa and coastal rosemary.

If you like the manicured, well-structured 

look of a formal planting design, then you 

might also want to consider a parterre. This 

is a garden where the beds are laid out in a 

geometric pattern that is bordered by low, 

neatly trimmed hedges. It requires time and 

dedication to keep both hedges and topiary 

in shape so you need to be prepared to put in 

the eff ort — or hire someone to do it.

TIME TO CLIMB
Climbers are incredibly versatile and have a 

number of uses in the garden. They can be 

grown over fences, up against a shed, along 

the roof beams of a pergola or planted on top 

of a wall and encouraged to trail downwards. 

Climbers, a diverse group which also includes 

plants commonly referred to as vines or 

creepers, can be allowed star status in the 

garden as features in their own right, or be 

called upon to create a backdrop for other 

plants. In small outdoor spaces, they can add 

a welcome vertical dimension and allow you 

to introduce a flourish of interesting foliage 

or colourful blooms when there isn’t room for 

trees, shrubs or garden beds.  

If you’re not fond of waiting to see a 

result, many climbers are fast-growing and 

while some rely on foliage alone to make an 

impact, others produce stunning flowers 

over an extended period. And as many 

originate from tropical climes, they often 

produce vibrantly coloured blooms.

Climbing plants are typically used for 

covering walls or fences, archways, pergolas 

or trellises. On arches and pergolas they 

can be used to make a focal point or to 

link diff erent parts of a garden. Deciduous 

climbers are often used on pergolas to 

provide summer shade while allowing in 

winter sun. And if you want to add fragrance 

to your garden, consider sweet-scented 

climbers such as honeysuckle and jasmine.

LEFT Put walls to optimum use by using climbing 
plants or decorative espalier patterns. jjl.com.au
ABOVE A perennial planting palette adds colour, 
texture and seasonal interest. landscape.net.au
OPPOSITE PAGE BOTTOM The planting is lush, 
inviting and full of texture. boldsimplicity.com.au
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Planting Ideas

LEFT Low, clipped hedging creates a border that
will be forever green. nathanburkett.com.au
MIDDLE Topiary adds a formal touch to a garden 
and creates an arresting focal point. jjl.com.au

Playing with plant forms and foliage 
colour can create something truly 
inspiring. lisaellisgardens.com.au

COVERING GROUND
Groundcovers can be used to replace areas 

of water-guzzling lawn, fi ll barren or awkward 

spots, prevent soil erosion on sloping sites, act 

as a living mulch, edge garden beds, accent 

features in the landscape or create an ‘outdoor 

carpet’ eff ect that will look right at home in a 

country-cottage, coastal or native garden. 

While groundcovers can be handy 

problem solvers in the garden, you still need 

to choose wisely, paying heed to climate, soil 

and location. Some will do better in shade, 

others in full sun. Also, a groundcover that 

is suitable as a lawn replacement (that is, a 

vigorous grower) will not be suited for edging 

paths because it will require too much eff ort 

to keep in check. 

Groundcovers can be used to fi ll space in a 

large garden, either as a permanent feature or 

as a temporary measure among immature trees 

and shrubs. Used in large beds, low-spreading 

plants can have a unifying influence on other 

elements of the garden. Flowering spreaders 

can be used to make pretty edges to a pathway 

or evergreen options can be used between 

paving stones to soften the hard edges.

DEFINING YOUR BORDERS
The addition of border planting to a garden 

bed will enhance the overall eff ect by defi ning 

its shape and framing the existing plants. 

Which you choose will depend on a few 

practicalities, such as the amount of sun the 

area receives, the height of the plants deeper 

in the garden bed, and the likelihood that 

those plants will grow to overhang any border 

plants and reduce their impact. Among the 

many border plant stalwarts favoured in 

Australia are clivias for shady locations and 

agapanthus for sunny spots. 

Mixed borders bring seasonal splendour 

into a garden but without care can become a 

jumble of plants that are too close together, 

with taller ones hiding smaller ones and 

colours clashing. Take the time to plan the 

border and take account of the eventual 

height of the plants (which means taller 

plants should go to the back), their spread 

and flowering time. Also, plant in groups 

rather than individually and plant in irregular 

groups rather than a straight line. 

The key, as ever, is to choose the right 

plants for the location, to pay close attention 

to the growing conditions and consider 

how they will enhance the planting design. 

Get this right and you will have a healthy, 

beautifully balanced garden that beguiles, 

summer through winter.



FREE CALL 1800 819 003 
www.earthlife.com.au

For strong healthy 
vigorous lawns & turf

EARTHLIFE LAWN BLEND
FEEDS AND CONDITIONS LAWNS

� Reduces watering, aerating 
 and spraying
� Safe for ALL lawn types

� Will not burn
� Ideal for new & existing lawns
� Use all year round

� No SMELL
� No manures or Blood 
 & Bone

Earthlife Lawn Blend creates tougher, more resilient lawns 
better equipped to handle our harsh Australian climate.

FROM THIS TO THIS!
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RETURN 
TO LIFE

Restore life and good health 

to dry garden soil with 

simple-to-use, microbe-rich 

rock mineral products

The hassles of gardening in 

dry, lifeless soils can seem 

endless. It can almost put us off  

gardening all together. Plants 

struggle to grow and no matter how much 

we water and fertilise, the garden doesn’t 

seem to come good. We regularly add 

products like fertilisers, wetting agents and 

composts but when the dry weather hits 

our gardens still struggle.

We can blame the weather but the 

real reason why the soil is dry is because 

it is lifeless and that is down to our own 

gardening practices. Chemical fertilisers 

are toxic to the life in the soil, synthetic 

wetting agents can lock up moisture 

which means plants have to work harder to 

access the water, while composting organic 

matter without biology can contribute 

to the creation of a lifeless, hydrophobic 

environment. Add all these factors to 

soils that are h eavily compacted and the 

struggle to have a healthy garden full of life 

can be overwhelming.

Life can be easily returned to soils with 

a small range of environmentally-friendly, 

simple-to-use products from Australian 

company, Earthlife. Originally designed 

to restore life to dry, lifeless and heavily 

compacted agricultural soils, these products 

are available for the home gardener as 

Earthlife Microbial Rock Minerals.

All of the necessary soil microbes can 

be introduced back into the soil, also into 

compost, with just a couple of handfuls of 

the product. Combined with more than 

60 minerals, the microbes have all of the 

elements they need to grow and prosper, 

which helps them to break up compaction, 

retain moisture and create a rich, healthy 

soil that is full of all the nutrients our plants 

need to grow.

By introducing Earthlife Microbial Rock 

Minerals into your garden, the microbes 

become our gardeners and they look after 

the life below the ground — we then get to 

see true life return above the ground with 

healthier, more resilient plants. 
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CONTACT DETAILS
EARTHLIFE

Phone 1800 819 003

Email enquiries@earthlife.com.au

Website earthlife.com.au
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Located in Rhodes Park in Sydney’s 

inner west, 5 Senses Garden is 

an inspiring community garden 

and playground. A joint initiative 

between Inner West Neighbour Aid and City 

of Canada Bay, the garden was created to be 

an all-inclusive, environmentally-sustainable 

space that fosters the health and wellbeing of 

local people of all backgrounds and abilities.

Inner West Neighbour Aid is a support 

organisation which provides services to 

elderly people, people with disabilities and 

their carers. Inspired by their clients, the 

organisation recognised a need for a green 

space where older people and people living 

with physical and intellectual disabilities could 

be included. The garden they created provides 

many wonderful opportunities, including 

cooking and gardening workshops, activities 

for not-for-profi t organisations, volunteering 

and the option for health professionals to use 

the garden with their clients.

The garden is divided into fi ve diff erent 

areas, each designed to stimulate the senses, 

hence the name — 5 Senses Garden. There is an 

edible garden, a sensory garden, a communal 

CONTACT DETAILS
PERMATHENE PTY LTD 

Address Unit 8, 20 Ricketty Street, 

Mascot NSW 2020 

Phone 1800 608 095 (free call) 

Website permathene.com.au  

N SW

TREAT FOR THE SENSES 
Whether it’s for outdoor seating or a garden wall, gabions-open 

up an almost endless array of innovative design opportunities

kitchen and workshop area, an accessible 

nature play area and an indigenous food area. 

Some of these areas feature gabion seating and 

fencing, built using Permathene gabions, and 

are connected by a beautiful path designed by 

a renowned local indigenous artist. Visitors are 

welcome to engage in the various activities and 

workshops the garden has to off er or rest on a 

timber-topped gabion bench and simply enjoy 

the tranquil atmosphere.

As part of its commitment to biodiversity 

and sustainability, the garden includes 

compost bins and insect hotels. For the 

children there is a variety of play equipment 

as well as two sandpits, one of which is 

raised for easy wheelchair access. There 

is also a picnic shelter equipped with a 

barbecue and, directly outside the fenced 

park area, the Kokoda Cafe. 

Check out the website (5sensesgarden.

com) to fi nd out about upcoming events, 

volunteering and which ingredients the 

vegetable garden currently has to off er.



AL-TEN®

Architectural Gabion
Weldmesh in 4mm, 5mm Australian manufactured

PERMATHENE
Architectural Gabions



CONTACT DETAILS
E.B. MAWSON & SONS PTY LTD 

Phone 1800 423 456 

Email enquiries@mawsons.com.au 

Website mawsons.com.au

L A N D S CA P I N G  S U P P L I E S 
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NATURAL SOLUTIONS
Whether its feature rock, river pebbles or gabion stone, 

everything you need for your garden project is on hand

Mawsons owns a variety of 

quarries from which they 

source their feature rock, 

gabion stone and pebbles. This 

enables the company to produce a wide array 

of natural products and ensures consistency of 

supply and quality. 

The pebbles, which range in size from 

7mm to 100mm-plus and come in a plethora 

of colours, are a great addition to a drought-

tolerant garden and can be used in many 

decorative ways, such as the creation of a dry 

creek bed or as mulch on a garden bed or in a 

planter. Mawsons also supplies its own range of 

pathway toppings, which are another practical 

and attractive addition to a water-wise garden. 

Mawsons operates seven landscape 

product supply centres in northern Victoria 

and southern New South Wales, and it 

supplies its river pebbles to numerous retail 

outlets throughout Melbourne and regional 

Victoria, ensuring its quality products 

are widely available for residential and 

commercial clients. In addition, Mawsons 

owns more than 40 concrete plants, 

producing specialised exposed aggregate 

and polished concrete mixes suited for indoor 

and outdoor applications. 

A company with an enviable reputation as 

a specialist supplier of feature rock and river 

pebbles, Mawsons has branched into the 

gabion market, providing 60/100mm pebble 

and 150mm spall feature stone for use inside 

gabions. Rock-fi lled gabions are very quickly 

becoming a must-have in residential home 

and garden design. 

Outside they’re being used to build 

retaining and decorative garden walls, and 

they’re being incorporated into a wide variety 

of design elements, ranging from seating and 

water features to planters and fi re pits. Often 

they’re teamed with garden beds mulched 

with pebbles or gravel-topped paths, ensuring 

a fully coordinated look and giving the garden 

an appealing, natural feel. 

As a business of more than 100 years’ 

standing and the owner of multiple hard-

rock quarries and premixed concrete plants, 

Mawsons has the expertise and resources 

to cater for all your hard landscaping needs. 

To see the full range of products or fi nd your 

nearest Mawsons location, visit the website.

N SW  &  V I C
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B AC K YA R D  T R A M P O L I N E S

Remember the many happy hours 

you spent as a child, bouncing 

on the backyard trampoline? 

Why not let your children — not 

to mention your grandchildren — experience 

the same unbridled fun.

“At MrTrampoline we supply fun, fun, fun — 

365 days a year. We do this by manufacturing 

the best trampolines available,” says Adam 

Richards, director of MrTrampoline. “Our 

trampoline frames are manufactured from 

all-Australian steel. We fabricate, modify and 

weld the components and then send them off  

to be hot dip galvanised. This gives the frame 

decades of serviceability over our nearest 

rivals,” he explains. 

The springs are made from high-tensile 

galvanised wire according to MrTrampoline’s 

specifi c design, delivering a longer, smoother 

bounce and decades of performance. “The 

bounce bed is the pièce de résistance,” 

continues Adam. “We manually weave each 

bed in our facility in Carnegie, Victoria. No 

less than six specialists handcraft the bounce 

bed over a period of four days. Each bed is 

coated in ultra-violet-stable rubberised paint 

which ensures long life and elastic flexibility.”

To give you an idea of how durable these 

trampolines are, 35 years ago, MrTrampoline 

installed 15 trampolines on the foreshore of the 

Victorian coastal town of Lorne. These are used 

365 days a year and have to cope with a harsh 

environment of sun, sand and salty sea air. “The 

trampolines are as sturdy and full of bounce as 

the day they were installed,” says Adam, “and 

they will continue to perform for many more 

years to come.”  

MrTrampoline products are used by 

Australian families, elite athletes as well as 

performance troupes such as Circe du Soleil, 

Moscow Circus and BOUNCEinc. Says Adam, 

“Interestingly, we would supply the same 

product to a family for their backyard as we 

would for a commercial user.”

MrTrampoline manufactures in-ground, 

above-ground and in-deck models. They 

produce three standard sizes but for those 

tricky applications, they can create a bespoke 

model to suit your individual needs. “We 

can also assist local Melbourne builders, 

landscapers and DIY-savvy families with their 

own installation and for other locations, we 

have experienced installers scattered around 

Australia,” explains Adam.  

CONTACT DETAILS
MRTRAMPOLINE

Address 966-972 Dandenong Road, 

Carnegie Vic 3163

Phone 1300 631 130

Email info@mrtrampoline.com.au

Website mrtrampoline.com.au

AU S

JUST FOR FUN 
Create lots of happy childhood memories with an Australian-

made trampoline the entire family can use for years to come

“Our trampolines are not a budget product 

but we hear, time and time again from our 

customers how much use the trampolines 

get,” he continues. “People tell us they are 

used every day, sometimes before and after 

school. And they talk about how much fun the 

whole family derives from the trampolines — 

and how they are the cheapest form of child 

minding available.  

“At MrTrampoline we do more than sell 

you a fantastic trampoline,” adds Adam. “We 

invite you to join our trampoline family and 

share your stories of outdoor playtime and fun 

exercise for the next 50 years — at least.”



info@mrtrampoline.com.au   www.mrtrampoline.com.au

Whether you are a budding Olympic aerialist or just 
someone who loves to bounce, our high performance 
trampolines are great fun and suitable for backyards 
anywhere in Australia.

P  1300 631 130

AUSTRALIA’S BEST BUILT TRAMPOLINES

#1 BOUNCE
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01COMFORT COUNTS
Today we furnish our outdoor entertaining 

areas with the same care and attention to detail as 

our interior living spaces, and we expect the same 

level of quality and comfort. Often, we also want our 

outdoor furniture to complement our interior decor, 

ensuring a seamless indoor-outdoor transition. To 

achieve the ideal balance, you need expert advice, 

which is where Cosh Living steps in. The Mood 

collection from Tribu is one of Cosh Living’s most 

popular. Fashioned from weatherproof, handwoven 

Tricord yarn and teak, the Mood range features 

soft, rounded forms to create an intimate look. 

coshliving.com.au

02 LOOK OF STONE
For stone-look porcelain tiles that will give 

your outdoor areas some character, Brave is the 

perfect choice. Brave is available in fi ve diff erent 

shades, extending from white through to charcoal; 

namely, Pearl, Earth, Gypsum, Grey and Coke. You’ll 

fi nd that Brave is ideal for outdoor floor and wall 

tiling, with the diff erent shades playing off  each other 

beautifully in any setting. No matter where you’re 

planning on tiling, Brave, which is exclusive to Amber, 

can really make the sophisticated and stunning 

impact you’re looking for. Brave is available in two 

sizes: 300mm x 600mm and 600mm x 600mm. 

ambertiles.com.au

03A CUT ABOVE
Laser-cut outdoor metal art adds warmth, 

character and textural beauty to any exterior 

space. An undeniable leader in the fi eld is the 

multi-award-winning studio, Entanglements. All 

pieces are designed in the Melbourne studio and 

the extensive range includes metal outdoor wall 

art, sculptures, light boxes, seating, decorative 

screens, privacy partitions, letter boxes, screen doors, 

planter boxes, pergolas and fi re pits. You can choose 

from Entanglements’ off -the-shelf collections or 

commission a custom-made piece — and the choice 

of designs is just as diverse as the range of products. 

entanglements.com.au

04 ULTIMATE VERSATILITY
The Shaderunner® cord-operated 

retractable shade system fi ts any outdoor living 

space. The owners of Shadeform, makers of the 

versatile Shaderunner®, come from a sailing and 

sail-making background and used this knowledge to 

perfect the system. The Shaderunner® is suspended 

from sailing pulleys on stainless-steel wires that 

can be mounted on or under existing pergola-type 

DESIGN 
IDEAS
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structures, or from support posts. Large extensions 

are possible, making the shade system even more 

versatile. For the canopy you have a choice of 95 per 

cent polyester mesh or a waterproof fabric. 

shadeform.com.au

05 STARS OF THE SCREEN
Size really does matter. So does having 

the maximum amount of choice when designing 

a garden, which is why Outdeco has expanded 

its 1800mm x 1200mm screen series with the 

introduction of two new design options: Monsoon 

(pictured) and Empire. This large-format screen 

expands the overall Outdeco range to three size 

formats, three privacy/block-out levels and two 

colour options (Decoshield Natural Brown and 

Black). With the same modular format and an 

increased array of new designs, with the larger 

size you get greater value for surface area and 

can achieve greater economies in installation. 

outdeco.com.au

06SIMPLE YET ELEGANT
If you’re looking to install a stylish new 

driveway, look no further than these herringbone 

pattern cobblestones. Regent Grey Granite 

Herringbone Cobblestones are a new pattern from 

Cinajus, designed for driveways and paved areas. An 

on-trend product, the cobblestones are attached 

to a mesh backing which allows for quick and easy 

installation. Also, the cobblestones are non-slip, 

durable and low maintenance. The pattern is now 

one of the most popular for driveways, so if you’re 

seeking a simple yet elegant driveway, herringbone 

pattern granite cobblestones are the answer. 

cinajus.com.au

07    LIFESTYLE DECISION
Lifestyle BBQs, which also owns and 

operates Sydney Outdoor Kitchens, is the place to 

go when you want to buy the best-quality barbecues 

direct from the manufacturer. After more than 

four decades manufacturing in Sydney, the folks 

at Lifestyle BBQs know what they’re talking about. 

You can also be assured that these Australian-made 

barbecues will be coupled with the most durable 

outdoor kitchen cabinets. Lifestyle BBQs off ers two 

contemporary modular outdoor kitchen ranges — a 

stainless steel range and the Designer Series — 

and all products can be shipped Australia-wide. 

lifestylebbqs.com.au

08FORM AND FUNCTION
If you need walling that off ers style, privacy 

and noise reduction, WALLMax® Panel Wall Fencing 

is it. WALLMax®, a modular panel set between large, 

capped pillar-style posts, is fabricated from strong 

corrosion-resistant aluminium. What’s more, the 

panels, which have a masonry wall appearance, 

can be fi nished with a variety of coatings in a near-

unlimited range of colours. While the excellent 

sound reduction (up to 20dB) is a benefi t, it’s not 

the only one. WALLMax® can be used on sloping 

sites (no footings required) and it can incorporate 

decorative tubular or TimbrSLAT® louvres. 

dunnandfarrugia.com.au
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L o o k i n g  f o r  t h e  u l t i m a te  d e s i g n  i n s p i r a t i o n 
FO R  YO U R  H O M E  O R  B U S I N E SS? 

Our home and garden magazine range offers the most 
up-to-date information on the latest trends in the market.

SINGLE ISSUES OF SUBSCRIPTION DEALS ARE AVAILABLE AT UNIVERSALSHOP.COM.AU

L  k no further!
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CHELSEA 
FLOWER SHOW 

2019 
Each year, eminent designers from around the world create display 

g ardens for the London-based Chelsea Flower Show …   here we 
feature just a few of the most inspiring designs from the 2019 show
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MORGAN 
STANLEY 
GARDEN 
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Designed by well-known British 

plantsman Chris Beardshaw, the 

Morgan Stanley Garden, winner 

of a Gold medal in the Show 

Gardens category, demonstrated how you 

can have a traditional herbaceous garden, 

typically a labour- and resource-intensive 

endeavour, but in a much more sustainable 

way. By using a considered selection of 

plant cultivars and emphasising suitable 

plant combinations, Chris showed how a 

flourishing, self-sustaining plant community 

can be established. As to the design of the 

garden, which included more than 2000 

herbaceous perennials, it featured a formal, 

linear terrace at the front punctuated by large 

topiary conifer domes. The straight lines of 

the path fragmented into a more sinuous 

and circuito us route which wove through 

the planting and over a central rill towards a 

relaxation pod at the rear of the garden — a 

space in which to reflect. The lush borders 

employed an array of perennials and the 

pastel colour theme relied mainly on pink, 

white and blue with pops of brighter colours. 

chrisbeardshaw.com
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THE M&G 
GARDEN 
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Celebrating the extraordinary power 

of nature to regenerate and colonise 

all kinds of landscapes with new 

growth, The M&G Garden was a 

vibrant and verdant environment. Designed 

by Andy Sturgeon, it featured a biodiverse 

range of pioneering plant species from around 

the world, all suited to the British climate. The 

green of the woodland garden was accented 

with blooms of blue, orange, yellow, white 

and deep purple. The contrasting textures 

of the diverse planting were enhanced by 

massive sculptures representing ancient 

rock formations. These were fashioned from 

50 tonnes of sustainable burnt-oak timber 

by the British craftsman, Johnny Woodford. 

The regenerative theme of new life and 

growth was continued with a series of small 

pools and clear streams trickling through the 

garden and running alongside a staircase of 

vast English ironstone platforms. This garden 

won Gold in the Show Gardens category.       

andysturgeon.com
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THE DUBAI 
MAJLIS 
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The Dubai Majlis Garden celebrated 

the sculptural beauty found in 

arid landscapes, from wind-blown 

sand dunes and water-eroded 

rock to manmade hillside terraces. A sand 

dune-inspired pavilion, fashioned out of 

curved timber and paying homage to ancient 

Bedouin tradition, was the main destination 

in the garden, providing a peaceful and 

contemplative gathering space. The garden, 

by designer Thomas Hoblyn and winner of 

a Silver-Gilt medal in the Show Gardens 

category, used materials to evoke a Middle 

Eastern feel — note the white limestone and 

contrasting burnt Sienna gravel that mimicked 

the rock and soils often seen in arid locations. 

The planting (such as the naturally mounded 

Santolina pinnata subsp. neapolitana 

‘Sulphurea’ and the carpeting Thymus spp.) 

was suitable for a dry climate as you would 

expect. Yellowy greens through to burnt 

oranges contrasted with blues, not only in 

flower colour but also foliage and stem colour. 

thomashoblyn.com
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WELCOME TO 

YORKSHIRE 

Welcome to Yorkshire struck a 

chord with the Chelsea Flower 

Show judging panel and show-

goers alike, winning a Gold 

medal in the Show Gardens category and 

the People’s Choice Award. Designed by 

Mark Gregory of Landform Consultants, the 

quintessentially English garden captured the 

rich heritage of West Yorkshire, in particular, 

that of the canals that were once the lifeblood 

of the region. The picture-perfect garden 

consisted of a compacted gravel towpath 

running next to a lush perennial meadow, a 

pair of canal lock gates and a lock keeper’s 

stone lodge. This slice of West Yorkshire 

focused on the beauty of native flora as well 

as cultivated plants, while celebrating the 

area’s deep industrial roots. For authenticity, 

reclaimed materials were used for the hard 

landscaping and built structures. The planting 

scheme, featuring blue, yellow and white, 

was a mix of the soft and the structural and 

was designed to show contrast between 

the natural areas and the cultivated beds. 

landformconsultants.co.uk
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The Green Switch garden, designed 

by Kazuyuki Ishihara, contained 

the key elements of a traditional 

Japanese garden yet also skilfully 

incorporated modern features. The goal was 

to represent the spaces we inhabit when the 

time comes to turn away from the clamour 

of contemporary urban life and seek the 

peace and solace that only spending time 

in nature can bring. This ‘switching to green’ 

was represented with two waterfalls and 

a moss-covered rock pool surrounded by 

watercress, horsetail and irises, the latter a 

favoured plant in Japanese gardens. The rest 

of the planting palette also drew on Japanese 

tradition for inspiration and included maples, 

pines and mosses. An elevated, glass-walled 

pod symbolised modern life but it was 

adroitly integrated into the wider landscape 

with sedum which blanketed the roof and 

cascaded down one side. Green Switch 

won Gold in the Artisan Gardens category.                                                     

kaza-hana.jp
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BEYOND THE SCREEN
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Inspired by British landscape architect 

Joe Perkins’ interest in the way our 

online and off line lives interconnect, 

Beyond the Screen was created with 

young people in mind. For Joe, technology 

is a force for good, facilitating positive real-

world changes, keeping families and friends 

closely connected, and allowing those with 

shared interests to create communities. The 

designer chose a coastal garden theme which 

employed water, a powerful force for change, 

as an essential element. Other key features 

included tidal rock pools, symbolising both 

connection and change, and dramatic rock 

ridges formed from Caithness slate from far 

north Scotland. Copper, a great conductor, 

was used to construct a wave-like canopy 

structure which formed an enclosure over a 

timber deck constructed from reclaimed sea 

defences. Beyond the Screen, sponsored 

by Facebook, received a Gold medal and 

the Best Space to Grow Garden award. 
joeperkinsdesign.com



C H E L S E A  F L OW E R  S H OW 

182 | OUTDOOR DESIGN



OUTDOOR DESIGN | 183

P
ho

to
gr

ap
hy

: C
liv

e 
N

ic
ho

ls

THE WEDGEWOOD 

GARDEN

 The Wedgewood Garden proved 

that classicism does have a place 

in contemporary garden design. 

The work of landscape designer 

Jo Thompson, the garden referenced 

Etruria, a factory and workers’ village built 

in Staff ordshire by Wedgwood in the 18th 

century. Watercourses and canals formed an 

integral part of Etruria and were fundamental 

to effi  cient production of Wedgewood china. 

This is why, in this garden, a channel of water 

traversed the space at ground level, with 

an elevated water chute along one series of 

arches. Revealed beneath a structural glazed 

floor panel, a sunken level appeared below 

the garden. It contained artefacts that paid 

homage to the collection of antiquities which 

inspired some of Wedgwood’s original, 

and now most highly collectable, designs. 

The garden featured mass plantings of 

Ferula communis and Valeriana pyrenaica 

interspersed with a variety of roses. Winner 

of a Show Gardens’ Silver-Gilt medal, this 

elegant design successfully intertwined 

classical motifs and modern minimalism. 

jothompson-garden-design.co.uk
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Modular Decorative Screen Panels

FOR EVERY
PROJECT
LARGE & SMALL

STONEFILED™ 80%
1800X1200

WOOLOOMAI™ 80%
1200X600
(Exterior White by installer)



Through selected stockists throughout Australasia.
See online for stockist details
Direct shipping for remote and international sales 
available.

The OUTDECO® outdoor screen 
range expands in size and depth this 
season, now with 3x panel size formats  
and a host of new design options. We 
have a Sustainable All Australian 
solution for every outdoor screening 
project, big or small!
Poolside, Boundary Fence, 
Pergola, Feature Wall, 
Entrances, Shade, Privacy, 
Private Terrace, Decked area, 
Tank-Shed Facade

The OUTDECO® outdoor screen 
range expands in size and depth this 
season, now with 3x panel size formats  
and a host of new design options. We 
have a Sustainable All Australian 
solution for every outdoor screening
project, big or small!
Poolside, Boundary Fence,
Pergola, Feature Wall, 
Entrances, Shade, Privacy, 
Private Terrace Decked area

COMPLETE DESIGN RANGE ONLINE

E:info@outdeco.com
[AU] Ph: 03 8773 4455
[NZ] Ph: 07 575 8280 ext 7150
[Intl] Ph: +3 8773 4455

STAR ANAIS™ 90%+
1200X600


