
400kg
UDL per shelf

200kg
UDL per shelf

STORALEX
BUSINESS BUNDLE

STEEL CONSTRUCTION
FOR GUARANTEED STURDINESS

POWDER COATED
FOR EXTRA DURABILITY 

MDF DECKS
STRONGER THAN CHIPBOARD

NO BOLTS
QUICK, EASY ASSEMBLY

3 BAYS + 8 REALLY 
USEFUL BOXES

EXTERNAL DIMENSIONS
285h x 385w x 270d mm

£209.99 INC.VAT
PLUS DELIVERY

HALF PRICE!
BUSINESS BUNDLE

WAS £339.95

.99
EX.VAT

FROM
ONLY

£174

ONLY

£155.99 INC.VAT
PLUS DELIVERY

.99
EX.VAT£129

Width 900mm

Height
1800mm

Choose
Depth

RUBBER
MALLET

FOR FAST & EASY ASSEMBLY
NO BOLTS

Each shelf now holds
over a quarter of a tonne

EXTRA DEEP 600MM BAYS

4 SHELVING BAYS + WORKBENCH

HALF PRICE OFFER

* Savings based on the single unit price of £67

FREE! MIN SPEND
£249 EX VAT**

100% MONEY BACK GUARANTEE

£35

.99
EX.VAT

FROM
ONLY

£ 84
SHELVING £101.99 INC.VAT

PLUS DELIVERY

Carriage charges are per 3/4 bays. Additional bays incur extra charges. Go online or call for details. *Saving calculated on buying single item price.
**Extra charges for Saturday delivery and choosing a delivery date apply, go online for details.
†Conditions apply, see online. Carriage prices to Mainland UK only with some exceptions – go online for details. Prices correct at time of going to press. E&OE. 
Copyright Tufferman 2020. All rights reserved. Co. number 8224210.  Tufferman Ltd  Unit 4, Galleywood Ind. Estate,Rignals Lane, Chelmsford, Essex CM2 8RF.

QUOTE AMATEUR GARDENING WHEN ORDERING

SIMPLIFYING STORAGE

TM19001

CHOOSE YOUR DELIVERY DATE**

3x HEAVY DUTY 
SHELVING BAYS

FREE HEAVY DUTY 
UPGRADE

PRODUCT CODE
PRICE

EX. VAT
PRICE

INC. VAT
SAVE

INC. VAT
CARRIAGE

INC. VAT
TOTAL

INC. VAT

3 x Bays (1800h x 900w x 450dmm) AAAG £84.99 £101.99 £116* £17.99 £119.98

3 x Bays (1800h x 900w x 450dmm)
with 8 x 33.5L Nestable Really Useful Boxes

ACFC £129.99 £155.99 £121* £23.99 £179.98

4 x Bays (1800h x 900w x 450dmm) AAAU £112.99 £135.59 £155* £23.99 £159.58

3 x Bays (1800h x 900w x 600dmm) AAAL £119.99 £143.99 £101* £23.99 £167.98

4 x Bays (1800h x 900w x 600dmm) AABD £154.99 £185.99 £140* £23.99 £209.98

PRODUCT CODE
PRICE

EX. VAT
PRICE

INC. VAT
SAVE

INC. VAT
CARRIAGE 

INC. VAT
TOTAL

INC. VAT

4 x Bays (1800h x 900w x 450d mm)
Plus 1 x Workbench
(900h x 1200w x 600d mm)

AADE £174.99 £209.99 £153* £23.99 £233.98

4 x Bays (1800h x 900w x 600d mm)
Plus 1 x Workbench
(900h x 1200w x 600d mm)

AAUY £179.99 £215.99 £199* £23.99 £239.98
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Rose partners
Plants to help you enhance a display

Alliums: follow our growing guide

When and 
how to 
water plants
effectively

What to prune - and how

Try compact 
fruit and veg 
gardening

How to 
make your 
baskets last 
even longer

Irises! 
9 varieties that bring 
glamour to borders

Beautiful

BEST PRACTICAL ADVICE SINCE
1884



LIMITED STOCK – ORDER NOW!

EXCLUSIVE & COLLECTABLE COLLECTION

33% OFF!

.99

£19+PP&I

6 PLANTS
IN 9cm POTS

WAS £29.99

NOW

Introducing ‘Chick Charms’ – a series 
of collectable “Hens & Chicks” plants; 

colourful, hardy Sempervivums 
which are perfect for patio pots, 

rockeries or any well-drained spot!
Known as “Hen and Chicks” because the freely produced 
offsets gather around the mother plant like chicks 
around a mother hen, these iconic houseleeks 
are bang on trend right now, ideal for any 
level of gardener as they’re incredibly easy to 
grow and a doddle to maintain.
NEW ‘Chick Charms’ have been expertly 
bred to have a wider range of dazzling 
colours than ever before. The colours will 
intensify as winter gets colder – now is the 
perfect time to plant them to enjoy this 
winter and for many years to come! Don’t 
miss out on the opportunity to grow these 
fascinating, low-maintenance perennials and 
be part of the trendy succulent revolution!

6 plants in 9cm pots. Varieties may vary 
due to seasonal availability.

• ‘Chick Charms’ – known as ‘Hens & Chicks’
 in the US is the new name for Sempervivum!

• New & uniquely bright foliage colours –  
 amazing all year but brightest in winter!

• A true breeding breakthrough in one of the  
 trendiest plants around!

• A one-time purchase, these clump formers  
 are vigorous & fool proof!

• Easy-care, totally hardy and very low  
 maintenance!

6 Plants in 9cm Pots
WAS £29.99 NOW £19.99

33% OFF! • SAVE £10.00!

YOUR PAYMENT DETAILS  I enclose a cheque/Postal Order payable to
YouGarden (name & address on back) for £

Or charge my Visa / Mastercard / Maestro card:
Card Issue
No. No.
Start Exp 
Date Date 
DELIVERY DETAILS
Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss                    Initial Surname

Address

 Postcode

Email Tel

PLEASE SEND TO:  Offer AG521, YouGarden, PO Box 637,
Wetherby Road, York YO26 0DQ

YOUR ORDER DETAILS
 Item Description Price Qty Subtotal

 560537 Premium Sempervivum (Hen & Chicks) 
   Collection - Was £29.99 – SAVE £10.00! £19.99  

 These SPECIAL OFFERS go perfectly with your Hen & Chicks Collection

320070
Strawberry ‘Sweet Summer’

£9.99
   20 bare rooted runners. HALF PRICE! SAVE £10.00!

   JOIN THE YOUGARDEN CLUB - Get £20.00 FREE vouchers & SAVE 10% on EVERY ITEM you order!

820005 Renewal Subscription Membership*: SAVE £15.00! £5.00

 820001 1 Year Membership: SAVE £10.00! £10.00
  
  DON’T FORGET: Deduct 10% (10p in every £1) if you joined the YouGarden Club:

   Add PP&I £6.99

   TOTAL
   ORDER
   VALUE

Perfect for patio pots!

“ NEW! ‘Chick Charms’ – A Breeding Breakthrough…
The Most Colourful “Hens-n-Chicks” Ever! ”

TOTALLY

WINTER

HARDY

Offer available while stocks last. © YouGarden 2020

If you do not wish to receive catalogues & 
offers from us, please tick here [  ].
We think you’d enjoy some of the latest 
products and selected offers by post from 
other trusted retailers, charities, fi nance, travel, 
FMCG and utility companies. If you do not wish 
to receive these, please tick here [  ]. Full details 
at YouGarden.com/Privacy.
© YouGarden 2020.

1  If you’re not totally happy with your order, return it 
within 30 days and we’ll replace or refund in full.

2  Should any hardy plants fail to
thrive thereafter, we will replace
free of charge. You just pay the P&P.

Peter McDermott,
Head Gardener

My DOUBLE GUARANTEE to you!

*We’ll automatically renew your membership every year, so you can keep 
saving - AND the price will NEVER go up... GUARANTEED! Full details at 
YouGarden.com/Club. Offer subject to availability and in the event that this 
offer is oversubscribed, we reserve the right to send suitable substitutes. 
Delivery to UK only and a £6.00 surcharge will apply to the following postcode 
areas: AB, BT, DD8-11, GY, HS, IM, IV, JE, KA27-28, KW, PA20-80, PH19-50, 
TR21-25 & ZE. See website for full terms & conditions.

AD
CODE AG521

0844 502 0050 www.YouGarden.com/AG521USE CODE 

AG521

or by post using coupon below to: Offer AG521 YouGarden, PO Box 637, Wetherby Road, York YO26 0DQ
Calls cost 5p per min plus your network’s access charge. 3 EASY WAYS

TO ORDER NOW!
IMPORTANT – DUE TO VERY HIGH DEMAND PLEASE ALLOW UP TO 21 DAYS FOR DELIVERY

Delivery Direct To Your Door!

SAVE £10.00! 

HALF PRICE BONUS OFFER
Strawberry ‘Sweet Summer’

‘Sweet Summer’ gives a 
heavy crop of large, sweet 
and juicy berries. It’s an 
‘everbearer’ variety which will 
fruit throughout summer in 
autumn, each plant producing 
as much as a kilo throughout 
the season. Plants are not 
troubled by disease and very 
easy to grow. Supplied as a 
pack of 20 fresh bare rooted 
runners, ready to plant straight 
out. Item 320070.

Was £19.99 Now £9.99
HALF PRICE SAVE £10!
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thing that has struck me over 
this period is how many of 
us have found ways to keep 
gardening, despite having no 
access to supplies. I’m now 
growing veg from seeds 
I found in an old tin, and 
letting shop-bought potatoes 
start to sprout, cutting out 
the sprouts and planting 
them. It’s amazing how 
creative you can get when 
you have time and a real 

need. How have 
you adapted during 
the lockdown? 
I’d love to hear 
your stories…

Garry Coward-
Williams, Editor

6        £6issues 
for 

only 

I 
’M hoping that by the 
time you read this, we 
will be a couple of weeks 

away from coming out of the 
lockdown, or at least have a 
better idea of how a phased 
return would work. There are 
rumours that those over 50 
will have to isolate for longer 
and that will affect a lot of 
readers, including most of 
the AG staff – not that they’ll 
thank me for mentioning it! 
Let’s hope it’s just a rumour. 

Hopefully, garden centres 
will be open by then, and we 
can make the odd shopping 
trip for plant food and other 
basics, plus a few top-up 
plants for the borders. The 

Cover: Iris germanica ‘Theme Master’ (pic: GWI)

136 years of practical advice
Keep Calm and Carry on Gardening!

Amateur

1884 2020

Contact us:

  Editorial: 07814 905439

  Email: amateurgardening@ti-media.com

  Advertising: 07817 629935

28“Here are some perfect companion plants

 for roses to plant now,” says Sally
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Subscribe
issues for 
only £6 *6

amateurgardening
subs.co.uk/20save– see page 46

6        £6issues 
for 

only 

when you 
subscribe 

See page 46 for details

when you 
subscribe 

See page 46 for details

Read Ruth’s blog every day!
Go to:  amateurgardening.com/blog

  AG’s Ruth Hayes is writing about 

what she is up to in her garden every 

day on the AG website (see address 

above). Ruth is joined by AG’s Lesley 

Upton who writes about her allotment 

veg plot, and AG’s Wendy Humphries. 

Share their gardening experiences 

and pick up some hints, tips and a 

bit of a laugh along the way. 

It’s not all about gardening: at the 

weekends, you can get their views on 

great 

books to 

read, music 

to listen to, 

films to watch, 

and whatever 

else they are doing to make the 

lockdown as stress-free and as much 

fun as they possibly can. 

Join Ruth and her friends every day  

and blow the lockdown blues away!
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Cut back forsythia straight after 
fl owering so it has as long as 

possible to make wood to 
hold next year’s blossom 

1 Remove flowered branches by 

up to a half, down to a healthy 

pair of buds or a single bud that is 

pointing in the direction you want 

the new shoot to grow.

2 Cut away thin, weak and spindly 

branches and any that are 

growing inwards and congesting 

the centre of the shrub.

3 Secateurs are perfect for 

thinning slim branches, but 

make sure you stand on a stable 

platform or steady ladder.

4 Remove any low-growing 

shoots that congest or alter 

the overall open shape you are 

working towards. 

Pruning 
forsythia

Cut now for next year’s blossom

Step 
by step
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Care of trees and shrubs

T
HIS spring has seen our 

garden blossom like never 

before. Maybe it’s thanks to the 

mild wet winter – though we 

moaned at the time – but the trees and 

shrubs have been gloriously prolific in 

their flowering.

Now most blooms have fallen and, 

where appropriate, fruitlets are 

developing and ornamental 

plants are putting on their 

summer growth. There’s 

plenty you can do for 

them, which is what I’ll 

be looking at on these 

two pages.

Forsythia is always one 

of the earliest plants to 

show its spring colours, and 

once the blossom has fallen it 

needs pruning back at once. This is 

because the shrub produces each 

year’s flowers on wood produced the 

previous year, so if you cut it back as 

soon as possible the new wood has 

longer to grow and mature.

Other shrubs that need the same 

treatment include Kerria, Philadelphus 

and Weigela, which flower later in 

spring, and flowering currant bushes.

As with all shrubs and trees, you 

want to create an open shape via your 

pruning. This isn’t just cosmetic, as 

pruning into an attractive, 

Making them strong for summer’s growth, says Ruth

uncomplicated and uncongested goblet 

shape also allows good airflow through 

the plant, which helps keep it healthy. 

Start off the ‘three Ds’ and get rid of 

any dead, diseased and damaged wood 

followed by weak, spindly branches and 

any that are growing in the ‘wrong’ 

direction, creating an unsightly shape 

or a shrub with a tangled centre.

Remove twigs growing 

inwards and snarling up the 

middle of the shrub, and 

cut any shoots growing 

from the base.

If your plant is 

severely overgrown and 

congested, renovate it by 

removing up to one third 

of old wood this year to give 

new growth more space, light 

and air. Then cut more the next and the 

final third in year three to create a ‘new’ 

young, healthy plant.

After pruning, feed and water your 

plants and mulch the roots to retain the 

moisture – important in the summer 

months – and feed the soil.

Although flowering cherries, pears, 

apricots and almonds have blossomed, 

don’t cut them back until late June to 

help prevent infection by silver leaf 

disease, a common fungal infection 

with spores that are active between 

September and May.

Remove shoots from the
base of fruit trees

Use a summer feed 
on citrus plants

 

Most trees and shrubs 
shouldn’t be pruned now 
as they are in growth and 
the wounds will bleed sap 

that may weaken them 
and give entry to pests 

and diseases.



Trimming, feeding and protecting
Spending time looking after shrubs now will pay dividends later on this season
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Spick and span: In next week’s AG, I look at 
quick ways of making your garden look 

smarter for the summer ahead.

4 Look after your roses, removing and binning any material 

afflicted by blackspot, watching for pests such as aphids 

and leaf-rolling sawfly, and treating problems immediately.

How to take softwood cuttings of 
Mexican orange blossom (Choisya ternata)

1 Cut 4in (10cm) pieces of 

non-flowering, healthy 

new growth and store in a 

dampened plastic bag until 

their compost is ready.

Step 
by step

2Remove the bottom 

stem with a sharp, clean 

knife and strip away the 

lower foliage, then pinch 

out the larger top leaves.

3Dip the cut ends into 

hormone rooting 

compound, which will 

promote the development 

of a strong root system.

4 Insert the cuttings into 

damp cuttings compost 

and vermiculite. Seal in a bag 

and place in light and warmth 

until they root and grow.

2 Look out for problems on fruit bushes such as blister aphid 

(above) and gooseberry sawfly (inset). Treat immediately 

and feed with sulphate of potash for lots of flowers and fruit.

3 Overwintered shrubs such as olives and citrus need 

preparing for a summer outside. Feed and water them 

and look out for pests, such as scale insects (inset).

1 It is now warm enough to tidy evergreen shrubs and 

hedges, and remove any signs of reversion, when green 

shoots grow on a variegated bush.



Got a story? 
email ruth.hayes@ti-media.com

RHS photography award winners
THE Royal Horticultural Society has 

announced the winners of the 2020 

Photographic Competition revealing a 

selection of images from amateur and 

professional photographers from 

around the globe. 

Attracting thousands of entries, 

the prestigious title of Overall Winner 

was awarded to Helen McLain for her 

image Chicago Prairie. Entered into 

the Urban Gardening category, it 

depicts the dramatic backdrop of the 

city’s skyline at sunset contrasting 

with swaths of plants flowering in 

Lurie Garden, Millennium Park.

Scooping the title of Overall Young 

Winner is Elliot Connor in the Under 

18s category, who captured a tiny 

bush cricket perching on a leaf within 

the Garigal National Park in Australia. 

Titled Glowing Green, the dark 

background enhances the luminosity 

to both insect and foliage.

Q  The 2021 competition is now open 

at  rhs.org.uk/photocomp, and 

entries must be submitted by 10am 

on Monday 1 Feb, 2021. Due to the 

lockdown, categories will include 

a new one for ‘indoor gardening’.

IF you overstocked your larder in the 

run-up to lockdown, don’t worry – those 

dried beans and pulses have a use!

And if you have been struggling to find 

seeds for growing vegetables this 

summer, don’t despair as those that 

you bought last year, or even longer 

ago, are still likely to germinate. 

Anton Rosenfeld of the organic 

horticultural charity, Garden Organic, 

said: “Many seeds, with the exception of 

carrots and parsnips, will still germinate 

even if they are two or three years old. 

The key factor is that they should have 

been stored under dry conditions 

and not exposed to too 

high temperatures.

 “Seeds such as lettuce, 

chard, spinach and tomatoes 

usually grow well two-three 

years after their use-by date. 

Lettuce and spinach and rocket 

are all quick to grow, and you 

could be eating them within four-

eight weeks and through the season.” 

You can also try growing healthy snacks 

using store cupboard essentials

Fenugreek seeds make spicy shoots

Dried peas, mung beans and whole 

lentils can be grown on the window sill 

in a small container with a little soil and 

compost, and eaten within three weeks 

as microgreen salads.  

We’ve been storing up a feast!

If you like spicy flavours, have a root 

through your spice jars and pick out 

any mustard or fenugreek seeds. 

Sow some and they will 

grow into plants to add to 

your salads, curries, chapattis 

or naan bread to add some 

amazing flavour. 

Coriander seeds will also 

sprout, but only if they haven’t 

been pre-washed.  Look for the 

brown ones, not the yellow seeds.

Anton added: “If you don’t have any 

compost, green lentils, fenugreek seeds 

and mung beans can all be sprouted in a 

jam jar and ready to eat in just five days.”

It is very important that you sprout 

only from edible pulses and seeds, as 

those bought for the garden may have 

been treated with chemicals. Only grow 

from whole peas and lentils, as split ones 

won’t germinate.

Sprouting store cupboard beans make 
for a tasty and nutritious snack

Grow fenugreek 
microleaves from 

seeds
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Your AG online
SINCE the start of lockdown, AG 

has been here for you in magazine 

form and online.

Send your garden-related 

questions for John Negus to tackle 

and he will reply within 24 hours. The 

email address is amateurgardening@

ti-media.com. 

The AG website, which you’ll find 

at  amateurgardening.com, is full 

of regularly updated seasonal 

advice and tips, and there is a daily 

Coronavirus blog that tells you the 

latest news and what we are doing 

in our gardens and allotment.

Those of you on social media 

can also find us there, so go to:

Facebook:  Facebook.com/

AmateurGardeningMagazine

Twitter:  Twitter.com/TheAGTeam

Instagram:  instagram.com/

amgardening_mag.

Stop Press!

Use cupboard essentials to grow greens, says charity

Saturday post 
suspended
ROYAL MAIL has announced that 

Saturday postal deliveries will cease 

as of 2 May and will remain so until 

further notice. This is due to the 

huge burden the current emergency 

has placed on Royal Mail staff, with 

more people ordering by mail and 

high levels of Coronavirus absence. 

This means subscription copies 

will not arrive on Saturday/Monday 

as usual and delivery may fall to 

later in the week. AG Editor Garry 

Coward-Williams said, “We hope 

subscribers understand that this 

is out of our hands and, more 

importantly, that we all support 

the amazing efforts of Royal Mail 

workers, who are doing a brilliant 

job in such difficult times”.

Subscription copies of 
AG may not arrive until 

Tuesday or Wednesday

Chicago Prairie by Helen McLain won 
the overall adult award and was fi rst 
in the Urban Gardening category



Baskets full of ideas
Hang bright containers to bring vertical colour, says Ruth

P
LANTING up baskets, window 

boxes and containers is a 

surefire way of bringing 

bright, breezy, easy colour 

and interest to the garden.

As we move into the ‘new normal’, 

potting-up bedding plants for the 

summer ahead is a fantastic way of 

lifting the spirits and restoring a feeling 

of normality to the garden – even if we 

are doing so a little later than usual.

I am concentrating on hanging 

baskets this week because they are 

easy to put together and add another 

dimension to the garden, inviting you 

to look up instead of down or across. 

They are also perfect for smaller 

gardens where space is key.

There are so many varieties: wire 

frames that you pad out with a fibre 

lining or moss collected from the lawn; 

wicker baskets; and weatherproof 

synthetic ones designed to look natural.

Some are planted at the top, others 

can have inserts cut into their sides to 

make space for attractive trailing plants. 

This is easy enough to do, but to 

simplify it further, wrap the roots of each 

plant in cling-film before threading them 

through the cut holes. Then lie them 

on the compost already in the basket, 

remove the cling-film and cover with 

more compost.

Many border plants are tender, so 

if there are still late frosts, hang out 

your basket by day and move it into the 

greenhouse or a cool room by night.

It is also worth moving your planted 

baskets undercover if stormy weather 

is forecast.

Two tips for getting long-lasting plants

1 Help compost retain water, and 

reduce the need for watering, by 

adding water-retaining granules as 

you plant your basket.

2 Feed containers every couple 

of weeks with high-potassium 

tomato food to encourage season-

long flowering.

Start planning
and planting this

year’s hanging
baskets now

Use the greenhouse
on stormy days 

Make sure baskets
are well watered

Wrap the rots of trailing
plants in cling-fi lm

1 Place your basket on a bucket 

to steady it and start adding 

container compost, which is light, 

free-draining and nutrient-rich.

2 Add your central plant to give 

some height. Carnations, 

fuchsias, pelargoniums and 

marguerites are all possibilities.

3 Then add the edging and 

trailing plants, such as petunias, 

ivy, trailing nepeta (catmint), verbena, 

bacopa – the list is endless!

4 Hang your basket somewhere 

sunny and sheltered, and 

water it well. Check it daily to 

make sure it hasn’t dried out.

Basket 
planting

Choose a mix of shapes and colour

Step 
by step
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Pots of flavour: If you fancy a change, fill your baskets 
with trailing cherry tomatoes such as ‘Tumbling Tom’, 

salads, herbs, nasturtiums and other edible plants.
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Honour the everlasting memory of a 

treasured loved one with this fi rst-ever 

keepsake by skilled wildlife artist Adrian Rigby

W hen robins appear,
loved ones are near.

PAY NOTHING NOW

ORDER FORM

YES! Please order __  (Qty) of the ‘A LOVE SO DEAR’ SCULPTED 
ROBIN FIGURINE for me as described in this advertisement.

Complete today or Call 0333 003 0019

Please Respond Promptly

To: The Bradford Exchange, PO Box 653, Stoke-on-Trent ST4 4RA

Name (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)

Address

Postcode                           Telephone 

Mobile

Email Address

(PLEASE PRINT)

www.bradford.co.uk/robindearfigurine
FASTEST WAY TO ORDER

Or call our 24hr hotline on 0333 003 0019
and quote reference code 382354

© Adrian Rigby (Studios) Ltd © The Bradford Exchange. * S&S - Shipping & Service. Offer applies 
to UK only. Our guarantee is in addition to the rights provided to you by consumer protection 
regulations. 126-JIN07.01

Like cheerful robins, treasured memories appear when you need them most!

In many cultures, a friendly little robin represents a loved one who has passed. So when 
you see one, it means a special someone is visiting you...keeping the spirit of your loved 
ones forever by your side. Now, Th e Bradford Exchange shares with you ‘A Love So 

Dear’ – a heartwarming keepsake of a cheerful robin red-breast posed on a post with 
the stirring artistry of Adrian Rigby, and graced with a golden sentiment dedicated to 
your much-missed loved ones. 

Tenderly crafted and painted by hand

From the robin’s red breast and feathery wings to the sculptured fl owers in bloom, 
every inch is handcrafted and painted by hand. Th e springtime blossoms are intricately 
detailed to symbolise everlasting treasured memories.

Exceptional value and exclusive to Th e Bradford Exchange. Order yours now!

This robin-inspired remembrance edition is accompanied by a Certificate of 
Authenticity and our 365-day money-back guarantee. It is available for just £39.99 
(plus £6.99 S&S)*. There is nothing to pay now – simply complete and return your 
Priority Order Form today! 

Applicants must be aged 18 or over. Please note, we may contact you 
via mail, email and mobile with information about your reservation. 
For details of our privacy policy, please go to www.bradford.co.uk/
privacypolicy or contact us at the above address or phone number.

Order Ref:382354126-JIN07.01
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Quick jobs for early summer
Ruth lists a handful of tasks to keep your plants thriving

Keep hardening-off  plants, seedlings 
and cuttings ready to be planted out Fleece is ideal for 

overnight protection

 
Give garden birds and 

hedgehogs a steady supply 
of fresh food and water 
as they will be hungry 
now and busy rearing 

their young. 
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1 Plant up a pot of herbs close 

to the kitchen door. Now it’s 

warming up, pots of supermarket 

herbs can be used.

A busy time!

2 Unwanted plants will thrive 

in warm, wet weather so do 

not let up on the weeding, and 

don’t compost the ripe seedheads 

of perennial weeds.

3 Houseplants need feeding, 

watering and should stand in 

saucers of damp gravel to create 

a healthy, humid microclimate 

around their leaves.

4 Keep turning your compost 

and leaving it uncovered so 

rain can get in and help it break 

down, ready for use.

1 Split and move perennials while 

the soil is warm and damp. Cut 

back early flowering varieties, such 

as hellebores, before they set seed.

Lots of jobs to do, inside and out…

2 Comfrey leaves make an excellent 

fertiliser. Soak in water for a few 

weeks and use the pungent liquid, 

diluted, as a fertiliser and foliar spray.

3 Keep attacking pests such as lily 

beetles and vine weevils that do 

massive amounts of damage. Use 

organic methods if possible.

4 Take cuttings of pelargoniums 

and penstemons now and they 

will be ready to plant out in summer, 

or overwinter for next year.
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Get your watering right

S
TANDING behind the rope at 

my first experience of helping to 

stage a commercial floral display 

at Southend-on-Sea in 

1953, I asked my boss what 

I should do if a visitor asked 

a question to which I did 

not know the answer. 

A head gardener of 

the old school, he 

instructed: “Ask them 

did they water it – do not 

be put off, did they water 

it? If they did, it was too 

much, and if they didn’t it 

was clearly not enough!”   

Watering is, of course, critical to 

everything we grow and you need 

Maximise growth without wasting any water, says Peter

“Washing-up liquid 
helps to break 

surface tension”

to stay alert to the first signs of leaves 

wilting. If it is a plant in either a pot or 

container then checking is easy: heavy 

means wet, and lightweight dry.

Over the next few months, 

I will be constantly checking 

weights and moisture 

levels of patio pot plants.  

I’ll even be knocking 

some out to see how 

wet, because you can 

find part of the rootball 

damp and the remainder 

bone dry.

When some potting 

composts get very dry, they can 

be difficult to re-wet; a drop of washing 

up liquid helps to break surface tension 

and improves penetration. Alternatively, 

plunge the whole pot in a bucket of 

water until the bubbles stop rising.

Plants growing in the soil are much 

better given a really thorough watering 

occasionally and then, if possible, a 

surface mulch to hold the moisture in. 

This is better than daily sprays, which 

do no more than wet the surface.

Peter’s top tips
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with Peter Seabrook, AG’s classic gardening expert

Listen to 
Peter’s free 

podcast every 
Thursday. Search for 

‘This Week In The 
Garden with Peter 

Seabrook’ on 
iTunes

4 Overhead sprinklers are an 

extravagance in their use of 

water, with a sizable proportion 

evaporating before it hits the surface.

2 Seep hose and drip nozzles give 

good penetration: for sandy 

soils, the nozzles need to be closer 

because the water goes down in a 

narrow cone; while on heavier soils, 

it spreads more widely.

1 When watering with a hose, use 

a low pressure and have the end 

close to the soil. It might take a little 

longer, but you get moisture down 

to the roots.
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3Standing containers in saucers 

until late autumn is sensible; if 

the compost dries and water runs 

straight down the inside of the pot, 

it is caught in the saucer and drawn 

up into the compost by capillarity.

Pittosporum ‘Barrow Bay’ 
in a saucer for moisture 

retention

When growing in the soil, it is better to give a 
thorough watering occasionally and then surface 

mulch to hold moisture in, than daily sprays 
which do no more than wet the surface  

Yellow lower leaves means 
seedlings have suff ered drought
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COLOUR-CHANGING DWARF 

HYDRANGEA PERFECT 

FOR BIJOU GARDENS

STUNNING HUES sparkle against the 

striking plum pot. This new variety is one 

of the fi rst Hydrangeas to start fl owering 

and grows to a height and spread of only 

50cm (20"), making Polestar the perfect 

patio plant.

The blooms open lime-white then blush-pink 

throughout summer, fi nally turning rose pink 

in autumn. This gives you fi ve months of 

colour above compact deep green foliage. 

A fully hardy perennial that's easily grown 

in well-drained, fertile, humus-rich soil. 

Supplied with modern, wavy textured matte 

pots with water-retaining saucers to add 

that fi nal fl ourish.

Your order is covered by our No Quibble 

Guarantee and will be confi rmed together 

with a copy of our latest catalogue.

Your 21cm pots and 9cm 

potted plants will be 

delivered in June.

£15

£8

BUY ONE
HYDRANGEA 
AND POT FOR

OR THREE FOR JUST
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INCREDIBLE
VALUE

rare | unusual | exciting

• BY PHONE 0844 335 1088 –QUOTE AG2120 •

TOTAL DUE 

 Send the coupon to: Hayloft Plants, FREEPOST RTGR-JAGJ-JETG, Pensham, Pershore WR10 3HB
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1 Nip off flowers and flowerbuds 

from most tender bedding plants 

when you put them out, as this will 

help them establish quicker.
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Bob’s top tips 
for the week

2 Plant tomatoes quite deeply: 

you can even put their rootball 

in on its side – this gives lower, 

squatter plants.

3 Protective tent-style coverings 

of clear plastic will help to 

keep tomatoes safer from blight 

and late frosts.

4 Weeds grow like Topsy this 

month so be sure to hoe, hoe, 

hoe – and re-sharpen the edge on 

your hoe every 10 minutes or so.
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with Bob Flowerdew, AG’s organic gardening expert
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Tough love for tenders

S    
OME of us may have rushed to 

get our tender crops – tomatoes, 

courgettes, squashes, sweet 

potatoes and so on – planted 

out earlier this month. As desirable as 

quicker harvests are in these troubling 

times, it’s risky to move them out too soon. 

Apart from the danger of 

late frosts, the soil was cold, 

so they often wouldn’t have 

made much progress unless 

you pre-warmed the site 

with a cloche or plastic 

cover. Although they’ll 

have needed feeding and 

watering and probably an 

extra potting up into larger 

containers if kept in, waiting 

would have been worth your while. 

Small plants bought and planted 

out now into warmer soil will establish 

quickly and romp away. Even so, you 

need to take care hardening these off 

Make time getting tender crops adjusted to the outdoors 
and harden off well for more productive plants, says Bob

before planting so they are better 

adjusted to their new conditions. 

Because light levels are lower 

passing through dirty glass or plastic, 

plant leaves get larger than they would 

have in the open. And under cover, the 

leaves are softer tissues on weaker 

stems, as they are not exposed 

to cutting winds. So wisely, 

we accustom them slowly 

so they can adjust by 

firming up their growth. 

Traditionally, we 

stand them outside 

during three or four 

days, and take them 

back under cover each 

night. Longer is better, and 

ideally after several days of 

hardening off, I leave them out a 

few nights as well, protected under a 

piece of windbreak netting. Only then 

are they toughened up enough, ready 

to go into the ground. 

Of course, the more tender crops 

always appreciate a bit more warmth, 

so a cloche or plastic cover is still a good 

idea for at least another month or so. 

Indeed, with our average summers, 

it’s often good to use protection right 

through if you can – especially as it 

may help to keep pests off, too.

“Accustom them 
slowly so they 

fi rm up growth”

After several days, leave them 
outside over night but protected 

under a windbreak covering

Harden off  courgettes and 
tomatoes by standing them 

outside over three or four 
days, but bringing them back 

under cover each night

Potting up a tomato early 
in May into a bigger 

container is wiser than 
planting out too soon

Young runners protected 
against wind damage
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no preference for any particular site, 

but invariably choose well-concealed 

situations and they are adept at 

camouflaging their nests to make 

them blend with their surroundings.

Their dull olive-green eggs, 

from three to five in number, 

are spotted and streaked 

with purplish-brown.

B Melville Nicholas

CHAFFINCHES remain one 

of the most populous wild 

birds in the UK and they bring 

a flash of welcome colour and 

noise to most of our gardens.

There are thought to be more than 

six million individuals in the UK with 

another two million living in Ireland.

Their call is a liquid, lilting treble that 

spills into the air and is often heard 
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 The chaffinch

THE male chaffinch in his blueish-grey 

head, chestnut-tinted breast and dark 

blue wings with white bars bears no 

resemblance whatever to the female, 

in her greyish-green plumage except 

that she, too, has the white-

barred wings.

But each wedded pair 

is very devoted to each 

other and they share all 

domestic responsibilities.

They are found in 

almost every garden, no 

matter whether large or 

small, in town, city and 

country, and are certainly the 

most numerous of all British birds.

Their nest of mosses, hair, lichen 

and spiders’ webs, fur and feathers is 

an outstanding example of avian skill 

and architecture. The builders show 

Bird Watch:
Then... AG in 1959 and Now... AG in 2020

Flagging up a real stunner
Grow the vibrant colours of Spain this summer, says Ruth

T
HIS week’s rather glamorous 

seeds are Sarah Raven’s Mina 

lobata, a hardy annual that is 

also known as Spanish flag and 

the less catchy Ipomoea versicolor.

It is a robust annual climber that 

grows to up to 16ft (5m) tall, if given free 

rein, scrambling robustly and attractively 

through plants and up supports.

Its luscious dark-red stems carry 

prolific racemes of flowers on one side 

that start off a vibrant red and slowly 

fade through orange to a delicate 

cream as the season progresses.

Mina lobata, or Spanish fl ag, is a beautiful 
climber that changes colour through the season

The seeds of Mina lobata are small, 

hard and round, and you can help them 

germinate by either soaking them in 

tepid water overnight or nicking or filing 

them to weaken their hard shells.

Sow them thinly in trays or modules of 

dampened seed and cuttings compost. 

If using modules, sow two per space and 

thin out the weakest seedling.

Then cover with a little more compost 

or vermiculite, add a lid and germinate 

on a warm, light windowsill.

Grow the seedlings on after 

germination, having removed the lid, 

and prick then out when they are large 

enough. After acclimatising them to 

outside temperatures, plant them 12in 

(30cm) apart in a sunny, sheltered spot 

with fertile, free-draining soil. 

Give the supports to scramble up 

and watch them grow!

Sow thinly for strong seedlings
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Soaking seeds can
help germination

before you see 

the singing bird.

They are 

busy birds, 

picking up any 

stray seeds fallen 

from feeders or 

poking around on the 

lawn looking for nesting materials and 

extra delicacies. They eat seeds but 

also eat lots of insects, making them 

fantastic allies in the war against 

garden pests.

You may sometimes spot crusty 

growths on the legs of chaffinches, 

either caused by mites or a virus. 

Although this condition doesn’t 

seem to bother the birds overly, it is 

important to keep your feeders clean 

to prevent the problem spreading.

Ruth Hayes

The male chaffi  nch 
is a handsome bird

The female is more 
drably feathered
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with Lucy Chamberlain, AG’s fruit and veg expert

I
N times when we’re all assessing 

our food availability, you may well 

be tempted to cram as many fruit, 

vegetables and herbs into your 

garden as possible. Well, I don’t blame 

you! Some crops positively thrive when 

grown in close quarters, but others 

won’t enjoy it at all, which will result in 

parsimonious or poor-quality yields. 

So let’s explore the edibles that enjoy 

life cheek by jowl. 

Spacing basics

Crop spacing influences two things: 

yield per unit area, and individual crop 

size. Some crops, notably onions, 

leeks and carrots, will still produce 

their highest yields per square metre 

if spaced close together, but individual 

bulb, shaft or root size becomes smaller. 

Beetroot, turnip and radish, however, 

will produce all leaf and little root if they 

Focus on... Compact growing
You may not have sweeping fruiting vistas and endless rows of veggies, but you can still 
dream big if you grow in small spaces. Lucy considers the options of compact growing 

Onions, leeks or carrots in close quarters 
may just be individually smaller

“Some edibles 
actually enjoy life 

cheek by jowl” 
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‘Little Gem’ grows like a loose-leaf variety 
if seedlings are packed tightly together

I grow Raspberry ‘Ruby 
Beauty’ (left) in pots, plus 
these little lettuces as a 
loose-leaf salad bar

Take advantage of naturally compact 
croppers like Peach ‘Bonanza’

are packed in too tightly – that’s not 

what we’re after! 

A heading lettuce like ‘Little Gem’ will 

grow like a loose-leaf variety if seedlings 

are packed tightly together, and yields 

will still be high. Equally, hearting cabbages 

can be forced to act like spring greens at 

close spacings. As you can see, there’s 

lots of room to experiment! 

Dwarf varieties

We can take advantage of varieties of 

fruit, veg and herb that are naturally 

compact (see page 16). Fruit training 

methods (such as fans, stepovers and 

cordons) also take up very little space. 

Many of us will be tempted to grow 

these more compact varieties in pots, so 

as well as following my general advice 

(see the checklist on next page), ensure 

you keep these containers very well 

fed and watered to ensure good yields 

in such cramped conditions. These 

obliging crops will only bend so far!



5 quick jobs

1
 Thin out the number of bunches on 

indoor and outdoor grapevines to 

one per 24in (60cm) length of stem, 

conserving the best-quality ones.

2
 If any of your fruit trees are throwing 

up suckers from their base, remove 

them – otherwise, they’ll strongly 

compete with the main tree.

3
 Witloof chicory can be sown now, in 

drills, to bulk up for autumn. Roots are 

then lifted and forced to make a tasty 

winter salad leaf.

4
 In warm weather, quick-growing 

radishes will swell up in a flash. Pick 

over rows every couple of days to 

harvest roots to perfection.

5
 Boost humidity in your greenhouse by

 damping down the floor with water on 

hot days. It will aid growth and keep 

red spider mite away.

 
with Lucy Chamberlain, AG’s fruit and veg expert

�

Try these ‘small but perfectly formed’ edibles

1 Vegetables: The list of compact 

varieties is long: Tomato ‘Totem’, 

Calabrese ‘Kabuki’ (pictured), Lettuce 

‘Tom Thumb’, Pea ‘Half Pint’, Cauliflower 

‘Fremont’, Cabbage ‘Drago’, Pepper 

‘Mira’, Chilli ‘Stumpy’ – see? I told you!
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Lucy’s
picks

■  Transplant into a double or triple 

staggered row pattern rather than single 

straight lines to make best use of space.

■  If buying fruit trees, check that they 

are grafted onto a dwarf rootstock (such 

as apple M27, Quince C for pears, Pixy 

for plums, and so on).

■  Line containers with old polythene 

compost bags and add water-retaining 

Lucy’s top tips granules to the compost, in order to 

cut down on watering. 

■  Use stacking systems (like trolleys 

or ladders) to display potted plants 

together; it looks good and they shade 

each other’s roots.

■  By growing crops closer together, 

you’ll minimise the need to weed once 

they’re established – but hoe initially.

■  Many compact fruits don’t need 

staking, plus they come into cropping 

sooner – a high-potash fertiliser is 

essential to carry good yields.
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We can’t be sure summer will bring 
deluge or dearth. But rain or shine, we can 
‘weatherproof’ our crops with careful soil 

management. Adding bulky organic matter 
(composted bark or well-rotted farmyard 
manure) makes light soils more moisture-
retentive and heavy plots less claggy. Dig 

gullies alongside crops, plugging them up to 
catch your irrigation water in a drought or 
opening them up in heavy rain. Add water 
butts to capture rainfall. Also, grow a bit of 
everything – drought-tolerant asparagus 

and globe artichokes with moisture-
loving rhubarb and 

oriental leaves. 
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How to keep things small and beautiful

A
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3 Herbs: Many are naturally pint-

sized, especially if grown in pots, 

but some are especially so. Look for 

lemon basil or Greek basil (especially 

‘Piccolino’) and Dwarf Dill ‘Nano’, and 

varieties of Thymus serpyllum.

2 Fruit: The number of truly compact 

fruit varieties has increased greatly 

in recent years – look for Raspberry 

‘Ruby Beauty’ and ‘Goodasgold’, Peach 

‘Bonanza’, Blackberry ‘Black Cascade’, 

Nectarine ‘Nectarella’, and many more.

Apple ‘Bramley’s Seedling’ 
grafted onto M27 rootstock

An irrigation 
trench around 

broad beans 
means I can 
easily water 
them in dry 

weather



https://avxlive.icu/


https://avxlive.icu/
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Next week: Focus on broad beans, plant 
courgettes and squashes, plant out tender 

tubers, watering hacks, try honeysuckle. 

ARE you getting desperate for those first  

liftings of new potatoes? My sack-grown 

potatoes were started off mid-February 

in a greenhouse, and I cannot wait to tip 

them out! Those of you with spuds grown 

under cover will no doubt be eyeing up 

your bags, too – and gardeners in mild 

parts of the country who planted outside 

in early March could also be looking  

at a harvest. 

We’ve hopefully all planted ‘first-early’ 

potatoes like ‘Lady Christl’ or ‘Sharpe’s 

Express’ because these mature most 

rapidly (at around 10-12 weeks after 

planting). Flowering can be a sign of 

maturity but it’s not a given, so rummage 

Harvesting very early potatoes
with a hand fork to sample the odd tuber, 

or check for tell-tale bag bulges. When 

harvesting, either tip out the bag or lift  

up entire soil-grown plants. 

You can gently replant the haulms and 

roots after harvest for a smaller second 

crop – but I’m usually too excited!

1 As soon as berries 

start to show colour, 

net them against birds 

such as blackbirds and 

thrushes. Our feathered 

friends see red vividly, so 

they’ll quickly ruin a crop 

otherwise. Keep netting 

taut to avoid captives.

2 Let the fruits ripen to 

deep red on the plant 

– this allows the aromas 

and flavours to develop 

fully. Strawbs don’t ripen 

once picked, so there’s  

no benefit to harvesting 

them while they show  

any signs of green skin.

3 Keep plants well 

watered while they’re 

flowering and cropping, as 

this encourages maximum 

yields. A high-potash  

liquid fertiliser (like tomato 

feed) is also beneficial. 

This is usually applied 

once a fortnight.

Lucy’s 
top tips Fingers crossed your strawb harvest is in full swing. Pick fruits at their peak 

and keep those yields high and troublesome pests at bay. Here’s how:

“My sack-grown 
spuds were started 

in February”
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KNOWN as the ox-eye daisy, this 

plant is familiar to many in early 

summer, when it generates massive 

swathes of white daisy-like flowers 

along motorway verges. It’s an 

excellent wildlife attractant; many 

beneficial insects are lured into 

those eye-popping flowers. But  

it also has edible qualities, too  

– notably, at this time of year,  

the unopened flower buds. 

These can be pickled in brine  

like capers (very young leaves  

are also edible, but they become 

more pungent as the summer 

progresses). The flower petals  

can also be scattered as a pretty 

garnish. It’s a keen self-sower, so 

start plants off in a sunny, well-

drained site in early spring or  

mid-autumn. Being a hardy 

perennial, plants will come back  

year on year once established.

damage, spear grease over some short 

rectangles of cardboard and run them 

over your seedling rows. As the flea 

beetles are disturbed, they jump – and 

meet with their sticky end. Job done!

How to thwart flea beetle fast!
ARE you busy sowing radishes, turnips 

or swedes? Or perhaps you’re thinking 

that the time is approaching to plant out 

your winter cabbages, cauliflowers, kale 

and Brussels sprouts? All these – plus 

sprouting broccoli, pak choi, mizuna, and 

more – are members of the brassica 

family and, as seedlings, are attractive  

to one troublesome pest: the flea beetle. 

So-called because they have the 

ability to jump many centimetres into the 

air when disturbed, the adults pepper 

the whole surface of brassica seedling 

leaves with tiny holes – dozens and 

dozens of them. While older plants are 

tolerant of damage and readily grow out 

of symptoms, seedlings are not and can 

become overwhelmed. The simple 

solution? As soon as you see signs of 

Leucanthemum 
vulgare

Why 
not try..?

First-early ‘Lady Christl’ matures
10 weeks after planting

Wildlife-friendly and edible: 
what’s not to love?

A
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As soon as you see the 
first signs of flea beetle 
damage, take action to 
control them

A
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m
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Summer strawberry perfection
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Timing is everything

I
N last week’s AG (16 May) I wrote 

about Gilbert White, a gardener 

and naturalist who observed living 

creatures in the mid-18th century. In 

those days most learned men examined 

dead animals in order to learn about 

them. Gilbert White wrote about his 

garden and the crops he grew, and he 

observed the wildlife and wildflowers all 

about him. His observations influenced 

the great Charles Darwin, and Gilbert 

White’s book The Natural History of 

Selborne has never been out of print.

White also wrote A Naturalist’s 

Calendar and recorded all sorts of 

things. His entries for the third week in 

May talk about crickets, grasshoppers, 

nightingales and their eggs, and 

the grasshopper lark. Presumably the 

grasshopper lark is now called the 

grasshopper warbler. He mentions that 

honeysuckle, apple blossom, columbine 

and monk’s hood are all out.

I wonder what Gilbert White would 

make of our changing climate, because 

everything seems to be flowering earlier. 

Our changing climate is causing the flowering plants 
many animals rely on to be out of sync, says Val 

Before the coronavirus lockdown the 

Best Beloved and I drove over to the 

Leadon Valley, on the Gloucestershire/

Herefordshire border, in the middle of 

March in search of the wild daffodil 

(Narcissus pseudonarcissus subsp. 

pseudonarcissus). This 1ft (30cm)-high 

daffodil has pale-yellow outers with a 

darker trumpet and the outer petals 

are arranged very informally.  

On our way we also saw lady’s smock 

(Cardamine pratensis) in full flower. This 

silver-mauve flower is often called the 

cuckoo flower, because it used to flower 

when the cuckoo arrived in the third 

week of April. This year it was a full 

month early and I have never seen wild 

daffodil and lady’s smock together at the 

same time. This is a recent development. 

In 1996, Richard Mabey, writing in Flora 

Britannica, considered it an early warning 

system for the arrival of the cuckoo.

Twenty-five years later, you’d be lucky 

to hear a cuckoo and the flower meant to 

announce its arrival would probably be 

over. It’s easy to be complacent about 

climate change, because warm summers 

sound attractive to those of us who’ve 

spent chilly summer holidays on British 

beaches. However, climate change is 

causing problems in the natural world 

because flowering plants and animals, 

including insects, are out of sync.

Lady’s smock is a good example, as 

it’s the main food plant of the orange-tip 

caterpillar, and the butterfly’s Latin name, 

Anthocharis cardamines, reflects the 

importance of the plant. The orange-tip 

caterpillars still emerge in April, but now 

that could be a month after their key 

plant has flowered. 

The males have orange tips on their 

upper wings and appear before females, 

to stake out the territories. You can often 

see these medium-sized butterflies flying 

along roadside verges. The females have 

black wing tips. They’re common garden 

visitors from mid-April onwards.

The caterpillars also feed on garlic 

mustard (Alliaria petiolata) and are said 

to feed on honesty (Lunaria annua) and 

dame’s violet (Hesperis matronalis). 

The butterflies lay their eggs on them, 

although I have never seen any of their 

oval-white eggs on my plants.

I fear that by the time the orange-

tipped butterflies are on the wing a lot 

of lady’s smock will be over and possibly 

starting to die back. Luckily, this is one 

of our adaptable butterflies because the 

caterpillars will feed on other plants, so 

the numbers of this widespread butterfly 

have risen by 8% since the 1970s.

Buddleja davidii is also flowering 

earlier. The honey-scented flowers are 

adored by butterflies such as peacocks, 

red admirals, small tortoiseshells and 

commas, but last summer the butterflies 

appeared after my buddleia had faded.

“Flowering plants 
and animals are 

out of sync” 
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TIP Growing honesty and 

hesperis will provide 

nectar for early flying butterflies. 
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Gardening Week
with Val Bourne, AG’s organic wildlife expert
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The cuckoo fl ower (Cardamine pratensis) 
is one of the main food plants of the 
orange-tip butterfl y (male pictured)

Female orange-tip 
butterfl ies are white 
with black wingtips

Orange-tip butterfl ies
mating: both the male and

female have mottled 
green underwings

The wild daff odil has pale-yellow
outer petals and a darker trumpet

Sweet rocket (Hesperis matronalis) 
provides nectar for early butterfl ies

W
ik

ic
o

m
m

o
n

s



20  AMATEUR GARDENING  23 MAY 2020

W
ITH their bold, rounded 

heads, comprising 

hundreds of small, star-

shaped flowers and held 

on tall, thin stems, alliums are amongst 

the standouts of the late spring garden 

and flower well into summer. Resembling 

colourful microphones, it’s hard to 

believe they are related to the humble 

onion, but allow one of those staple veg  

to go to seed and you will immediately  

spot the resemblance. 

When we think of alliums, we tend  

to think of purple globes, but in fact the 

flowers vary from maroon to rose pink, 

white and even blue, according to type. 

It’s not just spherical blooms, either, with 

options that look like fireworks, as well 

as dreadlocks and punk hairdos. The 

flowers last for weeks, and by choosing 

wisely it’s possible to have alliums in 

bloom from May until September. 

Stunning seedheads

Then there are the sculpted seedheads 

that often follow, extending the season 

of interest with their architectural 

perfection. The trick here is to cut the 

heads before they scatter huge numbers 

of black seeds; fail to do so, and you’ll  

get a carpet of grassy seedlings that 

need weeding out. 

Seedheads vary in shape from 

completely circular to spiny sea urchin  

or neat drumstick, and it’s worth bearing 

this in mind when selecting your allium 

varieties for planting in the autumn. 

A good starting point if you haven’t 

grown alliums before is  A. hollandicum 

‘Purple Sensation’ – easy, pretty and as 

cheap as chips, the true form has bright 

purple orbs of flower by mid-May. 

Selected by Jan Bijl in 1963, it’s still the 

most intense colour of any allium flower, 

and at 2¹/2ft (75cm) tall, it makes the 

perfect follow-up act for late-flowering 

tulips, opening just as they fade. 

The only downside is the foliage, 

which always looks slightly shabby by 

May. Counter this by allowing it to pop 

up among herbaceous plants such as 

polemoniums, ballotas and hardy 

geraniums, the emerging foliage of 

which will camouflage those shabby 

allium leaves. Good seedheads follow, 

often in shades of green and purple. 

‘Purple Rain’ takes up the flowering 

baton as ‘Purple Sensation’ starts to flag. 

Alliums come in a variety of colours and 
flower forms, from burgundy egg-shaped 
A. sphaerocephalon to classically elegant 
purple and white globes  
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Looser in form, the amethyst-to-violet 

blooms have a metallic sheen, giving it  

an airier presence. But it repeats well, and 

is a similar height and equally affordable. 

Allium sphaerocephalon (3ft/90cm) is 

the classic drumstick allium, flowering in 

mid-summer when the green buds open 

to small, thumb-shaped blooms in a 

maroon-purple. A favourite with many a 

show garden designer, their colour and 

shape make them ideal for weaving 

between perennials in colourful borders, 

or using in prairie-style schemes with the 

likes of Stipa tenuissima and achilleas.

Investment buys

While some alliums can be bought in 

large packs that work out at less than 

25p a bulb, others are significantly more 

expensive, reflecting the fact that they 

take the grower many years to produce. 

‘Globemaster’, for example, will cost an 

average of £5 per bulb. Is it worth the 

investment? I believe so, as the blooms 

persist for many weeks from late June 

onwards. Each large violet flower head, 

comprising a mass of overlapping stars, 

measures up to 8in (20cm) across and 

looks almost fuzzy. It doesn’t shed 

seeds, the foliage is glossy and green, 

and the bulbs come back year after year.

Similar in stature and price, ‘Beau 

Regard’ comes from the same cross as 

‘Globemaster’ (A. cristophii x A. macleanii) 

but the flowers are a paler mauve.

As a committed allium fan, I love the 

exquisite blooms with their different 

forms and colours. Even in my crowded 

garden, I can accommodate a few alliums 

because they don’t take up much space. 

What’s more, they make excellent cut 

flowers for fresh or dried bouquets. And 

with  dozens of varieties available, you  

are sure to find some that you love. 

Versatile, colourful and perfect for pollinators, ornamental onions look just as glorious in 
borders as on the veg patch, and will fill the June flower gap perfectly, says Val Bourne

Adaptable alliums
For trans-seasonal colour, try



Where to buy alliums*

Avon Bulbs  avonbulbs.co.uk   01460 242177 

Crocus  crocus.co.uk   01344 578000

Sarah Raven  sarahraven.com   0345 092 0283

*Many nurseries are currently unable to send out plants – or despatch may be delayed.

7 all-time favourite alliums 

‘Pinball Wizard’ 

Metallic violet heads, measuring 8in 

(20cm) across and formed from hundreds 

of finely petalled, starry flowers – each  

with a contrasting green middle – appear 

during the second half of May. Requires 

excellent drainage. H: 21⁄2ft (75cm). 

‘Silver Spring’ 

A feminine addition to the summer 

garden, with heads of small flowers, their 

rounded white petals flushed in rose-

purple. Gently rounded rather than 

spherical, the shape resembles a parasol. 

Needs well-drained soil. H: 21⁄2ft (75cm). 

‘Forelock’ 

Similar in shape and colour to Allium 

sphaerocephalon, only with an unruly 

tuft of white-tipped, sombre-red flowers 

exploding out of the top of its head – 

hence the name. Each flower head is 

2-3in (5-8cm) across. H: 4ft (1.2m). 

A. cristophii AGM

The iconic, low-growing allium featuring 

metallic mauve flowers. With excellent 

drainage and a warm position it should 

come back year after year. Give those 

broad, radiating heads some space in 

order to appreciate them. H: 1ft (30cm).

‘Gladiator’ AGM

This is the tallest allium I’ve grown; it 

bears lavender-to-mauve globular 

flowers about 7in (18cm) in diameter. 

Returns well – for me, the flowers were 

slightly smaller in subsequent years,  

but I quite liked that. H: 5ft (1½m).

‘Ambassador’ AGM

This later-flowering hybrid was bred from  

A. giganteum. Tight balls, packed full  

of dark purple flowers, rest on tall, sturdy 

stems. Very useful in the garden, where 

it towers over planting partners. Good 

drainage essential. H: 4ft (1.2m). 

‘Jackpot’ 

Similar to ‘Purple Rain’ although not quite 

as large in flower or as distinguished in 

looks. Bulbs flower later, in early June,  

but won’t always survive a wet winter, 

making this less reliable than ‘Purple 

Sensation’ or ‘Globemaster’. H: 3ft (90cm). 
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I LOVE alliums, but there are a few  

I avoid, including Nectaroscordum 

and Allium vineale ‘Hair’ and ‘Dready’. 

The seeds of the latter two revert to 

weedy wild garlic, while the former – 

although lovely – just overwhelms me 

with an abundance of seedlings. 
A. vineale ‘Hair’
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A few to approach  
with caution



A further 4 to try

A. cernuum

Forms clumps of narrow, strap-shaped leaves and nodding 

clusters of delicate bell-shaped pink flowers. Another 

candidate for planting in drifts. Clumps can be divided  

and replanted in autumn or spring. H: 1ft (30cm).   

‘Caméléon’ 

More delicate than most alliums, with flowerheads held on 

short stems. The individual blooms open in a dusky pink, 

fading to white and featuring pink veining. Good for containers 

or the front of a border. H: 1ft (30cm).

A. caeruleum

The compact 

globes are a lovely 

shade of azure 

blue and look 

striking in drifts, 

alongside white 

alliums and 

eryngiums – the 

latter will not only 

echo the blue 

tones but also  

help camouflage 

the somewhat 

scrappy-looking 

allium foliage.  

H: 21⁄2ft (75cm).  

‘Red Mohican’

You’ll either love  

it or hate it, but I 

recommend giving 

‘Red Mohican’ a 

go. A relatively 

new kid on the 

block, it has punk-

haired blooms in 

bright red dusted 

with yellow. Looks 

striking in a border, 

and with its 

surprising sweet 

fragrance, makes  

a good cut flower, 

too. H: 21/2ft (75m). 

Planting and caring for your alliums
Q  Buy bulbs in September. 

Q  Plant them in a sunny spot. Add a 

handful of coarse grit to the planting 

hole, which should be twice the  

depth of the bulb, or deeper. 

Q  If drainage is poor, lift alliums after 

flowering, store them over winter in  

a frost-free shed and replant them  

in early spring of the following year. 

Q  Space the bulbs out well by 

scattering; arrange the taller ones  

in drifts rather than straight lines or 

blobs – that way, when they flower 

they’ll carry the eye along a border. 

Q  Most alliums need deadheading. 

Seedheads can be cut and dried  

for using in winter arrangements. Do 

this before the seeds start to rattle.
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Bulbs should be planted in autumn,
in well-drained soil in sun

The seedheads look lovely and can
be cut for arranging indoors  
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For flamboyant spring-to-summer flowers in a spectrum of shades – often within the 
same bloom – flag irises are an obvious pick. Anne Swithinbank shares her favourites  

I
N Greek mythology, Iris – the 

offspring of a marine god and a 

cloud nymph – was goddess of  

the rainbow and messenger to the 

gods. Fittingly, she lent her name to a 

group of plants whose flowers seem to 

represent every colour of the spectrum 

– with the exception of red. 

Bearded iris open their blooms  

from spring to early summer; there are 

thousands of cultivars, but my favourites 

have always been those reminiscent of 

seascapes and skies. The peach, pink 

and blue of ‘Chasing Rainbows’ is sunset 

over the sea; ‘Wintry Sky’ has petals of 

pale and deep purple-blue, and cream; 

the subtle, washy hues of ‘Ciel Gris Sur 

Poilly’ are like rays of sunlight through 

brooding storm clouds.

These hardy plants originate from the 

Middle East and dry, sunny regions in  

the Med. Ground-hugging rhizomes 

send up sword-like leaves and, later, 

flower stems; the upright petals of the 

blooms are known as ‘standards’; the 

lower ones are ‘falls’. The ‘beard’ part is a 

reference to a block of fuzzy hairs on the 

falls, but they’re also known as ‘flag’ iris.

Guaranteed to brighten up
a border, bearded irises 
come in a variety of sizes, 
including tall options at 
over 28in (70cm), such as 
deliciously ruffled peach 
and purple ‘Montmartre’  

Where to buy*

Cayeux  iris-cayeux.com   0033 238 670508

Claire Austin  claireaustin-hardyplants.co.uk   01686 670342

Iris of Sissinghurst  irisofsissinghurst.com   01622 831511

Kelways  kelways.co.uk   01458 250521

Woottens Plants  woottensplants.com   01502 478258

There are a number of types. Shortest 

in stature and earliest to flower are the 

Miniature and Standard Dwarf cultivars, 

which reach up to 8in (20cm) and 9-16in 

(21-40cm) tall respectively. Intermediates 

bloom in May, and both the delicate-

flowered Miniature Tall and sturdy 

Border bearded grow to between 16in 

and 28in (40cm and 70cm) high. Most 

dramatic and gorgeous of all are the Tall 

bearded irises, which bloom in June, 

their stems rising to over 28in (70cm).

Fabulous colours

I fell in love with bearded iris at the age 

of four. I clearly remember standing in 

my grandparents’ garden, entranced  

by a clump growing in the stony soil.  

The combination of structural elegance 

and fabulous colours was as intoxicating 

as their sweetshop perfume (most 

bearded iris flowers have scent, 

although you have to get up close  

and personal to detect it). 

Since then, I have always planted 

them. Even here, on clay soil, they thrive 

in a poor, slightly sloping, south-facing 

border backed by a low wall. Tracking 

down specific cultivars can be tricky as 

nurseries tend to swap them in and out 

of their lists, but you’ll still find plenty of 

choice – a veritable rainbow, in fact. 

Bearded irises
Plant the rainbow with

*Many nurseries are currently unable to send out plants – or despatch may be delayed.
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9 bearded irises for borders

‘Bluebeard’s Ghost’ AGM

A perky Standard Dwarf bearded iris, 

bred in 2006. The pure white, ruffled 

flowers are highlighted by faint green 

veins and distinct indigo beards.  

Perfect for planting in gravel, or for  

edging a white border. H: 14in (35cm). 

‘Brown Lasso’ AGM

Bred in 1972, this sturdy border 

bearded iris has stood the test of time 

and still charms us with its warm 

butterscotch standards and ruffled 

violet falls, each edged with a ring  

of caramel. H: 20in (50cm).

‘Celebration Song’ 

I first saw Tall bearded iris ‘Celebration 

Song’ at Chelsea Flower Show, where  

I admired the combination of soft pinkish 

apricot standards, lavender blue falls and 

orange beards. It produces a generous 

number of buds. H: 37in (94cm).

‘Edith Wolford’

The lightly ruffled primrose yellow 

standards and blue-violet falls of this  

Tall bearded cultivar create a classic 

combination. You get up to nine blooms 

per stem, each with a fluffy orange 

beard. H: 39in (1m).

‘Ciel Gris Sur Poilly’ 

Amoena irises are those with white or 

cream standards and coloured falls; but 

this tall bearded option still qualifies with 

its pearly grey standards and misty grey-

yellow falls. Fewer buds (five-six per stem) 

but lovely regardless. H: 32in (80cm).

‘Andalou’ AGM’

Tall and vigorous; delivers a reliable 

performance over a long period, and  

will really stand out in a mixed border. 

Yellow standards are accompanied by 

bold, velvety red falls decorated with 

generous yellow beards. H: 3ft (90cm).

‘Grande Coquette’ 

A Tall bearded iris featuring fabulous 

blooms full of subtle shades. Standards 

are pale blue, while the falls come in 

greenish yellow – they have darker veins 

and shading, plus orange beards. Expect 

nine buds per stem. H: 37in (95cm). 

‘Amphora’

A reliable Standard Dwarf bearded iris 

that would be perfect for brightening  

up a rock garden or colonising the top  

of a wall. The standards are a rich cream, 

contrasting well with falls that feature  

a gold pattern. H: 12in (30cm).
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‘SeaFire’ 

As the pointed buds of this Dwarf  

bearded iris open, ruffled petals in shades 

of soft blue shimmer like the sea on  

a fair day. The falls are lit by bold orange 

beards that taper to cream. Lovely at  

the front of a border. H: 1ft (30cm).
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3 bearded irises for containers

Rosa ‘Madame  

Hardy’ AGM

Making a lovely 

backdrop for tall irises, 

this vigorous, upright-

growing Damask rose 

performs well – even  

on poor, stony soil. It 

blooms just once per 

summer, in a profusion 

of richly scented, 

green-centred white 

double flowers.  

HxS: 5x4ft (1½x1.2m).

Lavandula stoechas 

‘Papillon’

French lavenders are 

most likely to come 

through winter on the 

light, free-draining soil 

that irises favour. Their 

silvery foliage and 

purple bracted flowers 

look great alongside 

Intermediate and Tall  

bearded cultivars.  

Trim after flowering. 

H&S: 2ft (60cm).

Stachys byzantina 

Ideal for growing 

alongside (but never 

through) Dwarf 

bearded iris, lamb’s 

lugs forms a lovely 

ground covering of 

silvery white, felted 

leaves. The imposing 

stems rise up in 

midsummer, each 

carrying spikes  

of small pink flowers. 

HxS: 11⁄2x2ft (45x60cm).

Good companions for bearded iris

‘Regards’ 

This sturdy and floriferous Standard Dwarf bearded iris was bred in 1966. It has 

glowing rich purple falls that contrast well with the paler, more ethereal standards. 

Ideal for an alpine plant container, or for rock or scree gardens. H: 12in (30cm).

‘Pamplemousse’

A confection of yellow, this 

Intermediate cultivar opens 

to standards in pure canary 

and bronze-yellow falls 

decorated with pale 

orange beards. Try in a 

large container with white, 

purple and blue aquilegias. 

H: 2ft (60cm).
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Salvia nemorosa 

‘Caradonna’ AGM

Balkan clary is a neat 

herbaceous perennial 

that partners perfectly 

with Intermediate irises. 

Opening through 

summer above grey-

green leaves, the upright 

spikes of violet-purple 

flowers are a vivid 

contrast to the dark 

stems. HxS: 20inx1ft 

(50x30cm).
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‘Blue Denim’

An easy-going Standard Dwarf bearded iris that’s happy to grow in a container of 

well-draining compost (simply add 20% grit to your usual mix). The rich mid-blue 

colouring varies across the petals, like a faded pair of jeans. H: 14in (36cm).

Did you know?
  Bearded irises have inspired 

artists such as Van Gogh and Monet, 

in whose garden at Giverny they still 

feature. Sir Cedric Morris, whose 

works include May Flowering Irises 

No. 2 and Iris Seedlings, bred many 

cultivars at Benton End in Suffolk.

  We owe the splendid blooms of 

modern bearded irises to 19th century 

collectors, who brought together 

species, natural hybrids and plants 

with double the normal number of 

chromasomes, to create larger, 

stronger blooms with richer colours. 

Try these for cutting…
‘Chanted’

Pretty Dwarf 

bearded type 

whose 

dusky, 

lightly 

ruffled 

apricot pink 

flowers are 

decorated by 

contrasting soft blue 

beards, and have a particularly good 

scent. In pots, plant with alpine 

storksbills (erodiums). H: 1ft (30cm).

‘Superstition’ AGM

Another Tall bearded type, 

this one featuring 

richly scented, 

brooding purple-

black blooms that 

are perfect for 

matching with 

paler blues and 

yellows, or for 

combining in a vase 

with frothy lime green 

Alchemilla mollis (lady’s 

mantle). H: 3ft (90cm).

Planting and care
Planting time: Container grown iris 

can be planted any time, but March 

to June is ideal. Plant bare-rooted iris 

on arrival, usually July to September. 

Position: Site in a sunny, well-drained 

spot. On clay soils, a raised bed helps 

with winter drainage. For best results, 

plant with the rhizomes at soil level 

and facing the sun. 

Watering & feeding: Water in well and 

keep free from encroachment by 

weeds and nearby plants. 

Apply a rose fertiliser in 

spring and after flowering.

Division: Divide and replant 

clumps every three-four years, 

in July or early September, 

setting plants 12-16in (30-40cm) 

apart. Select young rhizomes 

4-6in (10-15cm) long with a fan of 

leaves. Trim foliage to 6in (15cm) 

to stabilise. Alternatively, 

cut and prise out older 

rhizomes from the centre 

of a clump, leaving the 

newer outer portions. Fill 

the gap with gritty soil.

Diseases: Bearded iris can 

suffer from rhizome rot and 

leaf spot, but this is rare when 

growing conditions are right.

S
e

n
te

u
rs

d
u

q
u

e
rc

y.
c
o

m



28  AMATEUR GARDENING  23 MAY 2020

With peak rose season only a few weeks away, get some gorgeous companion  
plants in the ground now to complement those blooms, says Sally Jenner

W
ITH beautiful blooms that 

provide a breathtaking 

display, many gardeners 

tend to think of roses as 

standalone plants, and see no need to 

grow anything around them. However, 

they are missing a trick as planting a few 

thoughtfully chosen perennials nearby 

can actually enhance the appeal of your 

roses, and keep the show going long 

after their flowers have faded.

It’s not just about looks: growing 

roses on their own is also an open 

invitation to pests such as aphids. 

Growing lots of different flowers will 

create a healthier ecosystem and attract 

beneficial insects (the likes of hoverflies) 

to help keep pest populations in check. 

Low-mounding companion plants 

such as alchemilla, lavender and nepeta 

are prime candidates as they’ll hide  

the rose’s ugly lower stems, while  

taller perennials like delphiniums and 

foxgloves provide a lovely backdrop.  

Then there are mid-height options – 

Geranium ‘Brookside’ and Gypsophila 

‘Rosenschleier’, for example; these will 

mingle nicely with shrub roses, creating 

a tapestry of colour and pattern. Try to 

incorporate contrasting flower shapes 

– the spires of Verbascum chaixii or 

Roses and delphiniums are cottage garden
classics that work well together, providing 
contrast in shape and helping you create 

pleasing colour combinations

Where to buy*

David Austin Roses  davidaustinroses.co.uk   0800 111 4699

Harkness  roses.co.uk   01462 420402

Peter Beales  classicroses.co.uk   01953 454707 

Veronicastrum ‘Fascination’, say – or 

those that will echo the ‘roundness’ of  

the roses, like marguerites and cosmos.  

Cottage garden companions

If you’re a fan of cottage garden style, 

you can’t go wrong with phlox, astrantia 

campanula and sisyrinchium. And for 

those who prefer a less lax look, the 

tight, upright spires of English lavender 

‘Hidcote’ and Salvia nemorosa make  

a smart choice, especially with the 

addition of a few clipped box balls. 

Colour is obviously an important 

consideration. Red and pink roses never 

fail to look great with purple, while warm 

rose shades – reds, oranges, hot pinks 

– blend surprisingly well into tropical 

schemes and will complement fiery 

crocosmias and the exotic leaves of 

bananas (Ensete ventricosum, say).

Other foliage partners to consider 

include the pale green and silver leaves 

of nepeta, lavender and Stachys 

byzantina (lamb’s ears), or the purples  

of Sedum ‘Jose Aubergine’ or Heuchera 

‘Obsidian’. All will help perk up the mid-

green foliage of non-repeat-flowering 

roses, which is conspicuously dull once 

the blooms go over. 

There are also some practical things  

to bear in mind. Ensure plants are a 

minimum of 1ft (30cm) away from the 

base of the rose so that they aren’t in 

direct competition with its roots. Roses 

won’t thrive if other plants smother them 

or use up too much of the available 

nutrients in the soil. If you don’t currently 

have a lot of space around your rose 

bushes, you may need to widen or 

deepen borders so you can fit in more 

plants. You certainly won’t regret it. 

rosesWhat to plant with

*Many nurseries are currently unable to send out plants – or despatch may be delayed.

 

Some roses only flower  
in June, while others will 
repeat-flower on and off  
all summer. Check which 

type you have before 
selecting prospective  

planting partners.
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9 rose partners for borders

Campanula ‘Prichard’s Variety’ AGM

Bellflowers are the ultimate cottage 

garden companion to roses, and there 

are many options available. With its 

clusters of violet blue flowers, taller 

‘Prichard’s Variety’ is ideal for adding 

some height. HxS: 21⁄2x2ft (75x60cm).

Nepeta ‘Walker’s Low’ AGM

Catmint’s low-mounding habit is great 

for disguising any unattractive stems at  

the base of your roses. This compact 

variety will flower again if clipped back 

after the first flush of blooms in June.  

HxS: 2ftx20in (60x50cm).

Dianthus ‘Doris’ AGM

Short on border space? Try pinks – their 

silvery mounds won’t take up much 

ground room. Perfect for the front of  

a border, ‘Doris’ has fragrant double 

flowers, their pale pink petals shaded 

darker at the base. H&S: 1ft (30cm).

Astrantia major ‘Claret’ 

The charming clusters of ‘pin cushion’ 

flowers make a gorgeous complement  

to larger rose blooms – especially in this 

striking deep red. Tougher than it looks; 

add mulch around the base if your soil is 

on the dry side. HxS: 2x11/2ft (60x45cm).

Clematis Sea Breeze

When choosing a clematis, check that  

it flowers at the same time as your rose. 

Pale-hued cultivars will allow richly 

coloured roses to stand out. Try Sea 

Breeze with deep pink Rosa Super 

Excelsa. HxS: 10x5ft (3x1½m).

Sedum ‘Jose Aubergine’

Before the reddish-pink flowers appear, 

the fleshy dark plum-purple leaves of  

this sedum look wonderful with pastel-

coloured roses. If you can’t track down 

‘Jose Aubergine’, taller ‘Purple Emperor’ 

is a good stand-in. H&S: 11⁄2ft (45cm).

Geranium ‘Elke’

One of the loveliest hardy geraniums 

– grow for the mass of pretty pink 

flowers that appear in May and continue 

until August. Plants don’t get too big,  

so you needn’t worry about them taking 

over smaller borders. H&S: 1ft (30cm).

Flowers

Foliage

Alchemilla mollis AGM

Another lovely mounding plant that  

will beautifully conceal ugly bare lower 

stems. In summer, the frothy mass of  

tiny yellow flowers looks superb against 

red, magenta or dark pink blooms.  

HxS: 2x21⁄2ft (60x75cm).

Stachys byzantina

A low-growing perennial that’s just 

tailor-made for the front of a border, 

where you’ll be able to fully enjoy its 

silvery grey fuzzy foliage. Partner with  

a pink rose for a truly timeless look.  

HxS: 11⁄2x2ft (45x60cm).
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4 summer-to-autumn rose buddies
Aster x frikartii 

‘Mönch’ AGM

Prized for its 

mildew resistance 

and long-flowering 

period, this superb 

aster will see you 

through the end 

of summer and 

beyond. The 

lavender-purple 

daisy-shaped 

blooms blend 

wonderfully with 

any number of 

late-season roses. 

H&S: 2ft (60cm). 

Veronicastrum 

virginicum 

‘Fascination’

Pale lilac upright, 

spires provide a 

striking contrast 

to the cup-shaped 

blooms of shrub 

roses. Handily, 

this back-of-the-

border perennial  

enjoys similar 

growing conditions 

too – like roses, it 

will perform best 

if planted in rich, 

moist soil. HxS: 

4ftx39in (1½x1m).

Cosmos 

bipinnatus 

‘Sensation 

Picotee’

Any picotee 

cosmos – those 

with dark-edged 

petals – will look 

great with roses, 

especially when 

cut and arranged 

in a jam jar. You 

could try growing 

from seed now, 

but plugs will give 

you flowers faster. 

HxS: Up to 4x2ft 

(1.2mx60cm). 

Verbascum chaixii 

‘Album’

If you’re looking 

to add height to 

a cottage garden-

style border, look 

no further than 

the compact 

Verbascum chaixii 

with its impressive 

3ft (90cm) flower 

spikes; ‘Album’ 

looks dreamy with 

the striped pink 

blooms of Rosa 

mundi. HxS: 3x1ft 

(90x30cm).

How to keep roses healthy
  Water any newly planted rose 

bushes during hot, dry spells 

to aid establishment. Avoid 

splashing the foliage (which may 

encourage fungal disease)

  Give roses a really good soak 

once a week – it’s more effective 

than watering little and often.

  Feed after the first flush of 

flowers (using a granular fertiliser 

such as Growmore).

  Deadhead any spent blooms; do this 

regularly and you will encourage further flowering. 

Keep deadheading for 
more blooms

On the patio
MINIATURE and patio roses 

are great for growing in 

containers as they don’t get 

too big. Ensure pots are 

deep enough to support 

their long roots (minimum 

9in/23cm) and wide 

enough to accommodate 

any planting partners. 

Good companions include: 

lemon thyme, verbena, 

lobelia, bacopa, ixotoma, 

and Helichrysum petiolare. 

Choose a patio rose for 
a container display 
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Q I have had a gooseberry bush for a couple of years 

and although it looks very healthy, it has never 

produced a single gooseberry. Can you advise me 

as to what I should do to make it yield fruit?

Alison Banks, via email

Why won’t my gooseberry fruit?

Q This rambling rose was planted by my grandfather in the mid-1930s. I did not 

know its name, but someone told me they thought it was called ‘Seven Sisters’.  

Please can anyone confirm this? It is very pretty, but doesn’t have any perfume.

Maureen Arthur, Gloucestershire

A According to the David Austin 

website, ‘Seven Sisters’ is ‘named 

for the seven shades that can be seen 

at any one time.  

It says: ‘Big clusters of double, 

typical multiflora flowers, which 

gradually develop from deep cerise 

to pale-mauve and later ivory-white.  

‘Fresh fruity fragrance. Free-flowering 

and strong growing.’  

According to the Royal Horticultural 

Society it should more correctly be 

known as ‘Grevillei’ and is described as 

‘a vigorous, spreading, deciduous shrub 

with coarse, arching stems, to 16ft (5m) 

tall, and pale-green, wrinkled foliage. 

‘In summer, a single flush of double 

flowers is borne, comprising dense 

Can you name this stunning rose?

clusters of cerise-purple flowers 

progressing to a mauve-pink colour 

before fading to white. Flowers are 

followed by small red hips that persist 

into winter.’

I don’t know whether these 

descriptions will help to confirm the 

identification. It looks very like pictures of 

‘Seven Sisters’, but it isn’t always easy to 

compare a photograph with a photograph.

It might be worth sending a 

photograph to a rose expert such as 

David Austin, or if you have a specialist 

rose nursery near you they might be 

able to help. It is always nice to have the 

proper name for a plant, but to think your 

plant is more than 80 years old and still 

stunning is all that really matters!

Olive problem

Q What are these white marks on 

my olive tree? There are quite 

a few all over, with some being very 

small spots and others much larger. 

Rhys Long, via email

A It could be a fungus, possibly 

olive peacock spot, which causes 

leaves to turn yellow and develop ‘eyed’ 

blotches. If you are growing your olive 

purely ornamentally and not for its fruits, 

try spraying with FungusClear Ultra, 

which protects growth from fungal 

attacks for up to three months.

Additionally, cut off and bin or burn 

all the affected leaves. Then feed 

monthly with 1oz (28g) per square metre 

of sulphate of potash. Sprinkle it over 

the root area from April to September 

and water it in.

Fungus on olives can be easily treated

Get rid of invader

Q I have snowball bush suckers 

growing through from the railway 

land behind my garden and they are 

invading my flowerbeds. How can 

I kill/control them?

Bernice Noad, via email

A The best way to stop snowball tree 

suckers invading your garden is to 

treat them with SBK Brushwood Killer 

or Roundup Tree Stump and Rootkiller.

Apply SBK with a paintbrush to a 

‘frill girdle’ of cuts made in encroaching 

stems. The herbicide is taken into the 

plant’s vascular 

system to roots 

and other 

shoots 

that are 

effectively 

killed by 

it. As for 

Roundup, 

it works 

like SBK. 

Ask John Negus John has been answering 
reader queries for 50 years

A I am sorry that your gooseberry is failing 

to produce fruits. A probable reason is that 

flowers are being frosted and die. 

It can happen if your garden is in a frost pocket 

where cold air collects on starry nights and 

temperatures drop to a leaf-damaging level.

If you suspect that this might be the reason, cover bushes with several layers 

of fleece when flowers are open and a clear chilly night is forecast. Remove 

covers the following day when the temperature rises to well above freezing. SBK is a good way of 
removing invasive shrubs

Is this rose a ‘Seven Sisters’? 
Whatever it is, it’s absolutely stunning

Frosts can kill off  
gooseberry fl owers
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Q Can you 

please 

tell me what 

this is?  

Nicky Hart, 

Belfast, 

N. Ireland

A The shrub is a 

cotoneaster, probably a 

seedling from C. ‘Cornubia’. 

The parent has bounteous white 

flowers, followed by a wealth of 

bright-red berries.

Ideally, if you wish to keep this 

shrub, shorten extra-long shoots 

by half their length  – now is a good 

time  – to encourage a bushy and 

accommodating habit.

Quick questions 
& answers 

Q How can I 

get rid of 

horsetail?

David Walsh, 

Lincoln

A Crush 

them to 

break down the 

herbicide-repelling silica 

in their stems. Do this by treading 

on them or hitting them with a stick.

Then apply Weedol Gun Ultra-

Tough weedkiller, formulated for 

brambles, nettles, thistles, dock 

and other deep-rooted intruders.

Q What is this in the garden?

Zoe Roberts, via email

A This is green alkanet 

(Pentaglottis sempervirens). 

Flowering from April to July, it has 

great charm. Unfortunately, it’s a 

thug and tends to colonise rapidly if 

left unchecked. Ideal 

for a wild garden 

where it can be 

‘managed’, it is 

too invasive 

for growing 

among 

garden plants, 

tough the 

bees love it.
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Contact John Negus by email address below

Email: amateurgardening@ti-media.com

Q I have a clematis ‘Lady Betty 

Balfour’, which does insist on 

flowering on the other side of my fence 

in my neighbour’s garden! Should I just 

let my neighbour enjoy it or try another 

clematis? I do have a ‘Belle of Woking’ 

next to it and that behaves itself. 

Chris Young, via email

A How frustrating to have ‘Lady Betty 

Balfour’, a truly beautiful large-

flowered hybrid clematis, opening its 

flowers for your neighbour to see, but 

not you. It obviously needs more 

sunshine than your ‘Belle of Woking’, 

which is behaving in a ‘friendlier’ way.

In my experience, Viticella varieties –

there are many of them, such as bluish-

purple ‘Étoile Violette’, vibrant-red 

‘Madame Julia Correvon’ and violet-

blue ‘Sea Breeze’ – tend to bloom 

freely in every direction. Most garden 

centres stock them. Alternatively, 

I need a well-behaved clematis!

Q The leaves are falling off my ‘Red 

Robin’, which I’ve have for five or 

six years. I’ve fed it with Miracle Gro and 

fish blood and bone, but it’s not helped 

at all. What can I do?

Janet Davies, Falmouth, Cornwall

A It is a characteristic of most 

evergreen trees and shrubs that 

during late spring and early summer they 

shed their older leaves that are no longer 

working as hard for the benefit of the 

plant as they used to.

As such, what you are witnessing on 

your Photinia x fraseri ‘Red Robin’ is a 

quite natural process and one that you 

will probably see every year now that 

your plant has reached maturity.

Feeding will ensure that it has the 

best chance of growing strongly and 

producing plenty of new growth, and it 

also helps the plant to resist any pest 

or disease problems. 

The best way to feed is to apply a top-

dressing of balanced fertiliser (general-

purpose shrub and tree fertiliser is best) 

in late winter, and perhaps again towards 

mid-summer if your soil is free draining.  

No other feeding should be necessary 

unless your soil is quite poor, in which 

case annual mulching with well-rotted 

manure or garden compost will be 

extremely beneficial.

Miracle- Gro is great, but if you are 

applying it as liquid feed the benefits are 

Is my treasured ‘Red Robin’ failing?

quite short term as the water leaches it 

through the soil and out of reach of the 

roots. Granular fertilisers are best for 

plants in the ground as they degrade 

and release their nutrients slowly.  

Having said all this, if your plant is 

losing all its leaves, then this is of slightly 

more concern. Photinias are quite tough 

plants but they can react badly to cold 

winds, though shedding all their leaves 

is an extreme response. 

Drought and waterlogging can result 

in the plant shedding its leaves. This 

might also be the case if the roots have 

been damaged during soil preparation in 

the root zone. As long as the shrub is not 

actually dead there is every reason to 

expect it to produce new leaves.
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Many shrubs, such as Photinia x fraseri
‘Red Robin’, lose leaves in spring

A Viticella clematis such as ‘Madame 
Julia Correvon’ may produce more 
blooms than ‘Betty Balfour’ (inset)
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you can contact Thorncroft Clematis, 

a mail-order company that carries a 

huge range, by simply logging on to 

� thorncroftclematis.co.uk. Or call 

them on 	 01953 850 407.
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Q In a mild winter I lost two small 

Prunus ‘Kojo-no-mai’, one in a 

south-facing sheltered spot and the other 

in a north-facing bed that gets no winter 

sun. Both have previously survived 

severe winters. Why did they fail?

M. Marshall, Northants

Perplexed by unexpected Prunus losses

Nettle do nicely!

Q I have bottled up my homemade 

neat nettle plant feed from last 

summer. Is it safe to use this year?

Mr P.M. Convey, Oswestry, Shrops

A It should be perfectly all right to 

use your homemade nettle feed 

as long as it has been stored cool. If it is 

fermenting it might be a bit noxious! 

It is best diluted at one part feed to 

ten parts water and then it should be 

suitable for use on containers and plants 

in the ground as you would with any 

other liquid fertiliser. Nettle feed is very 

nutritious and should be of great benefit 

to all your plants. 

It is best to use up all last year’s 

supply this year, as being organic it will 

start to degrade and be less effective at 

the end of the year than it is now. But if 

you get a system going you will probably 

make fertiliser every year from now on!

Last year’s nettle tea will be 
fi ne but potentially pongy!

What’s the bug?

Q Please can you identify this ‘bug’ 

found in my border last week. Is it a 

larva of a pest or a 

chrysalis?

Ann Crawford, 

Mansfield 

Woodhouse, 

Notts

A This is 

probably the 

pupa (chrysalis) of a 

large yellow underwing moth.

Its greenish-brown caterpillar, 

commonly called a cutworm, has sharp 

mandibles, which slice through lettuce 

and other soft-stemmed plants.  

Eggs are laid in July in flat masses on 

leaf undersides and caterpillars hatch in 

August, feed until mid-December, then 

hibernate. Pupation takes place in May, 

in subterranean cocoons, and moths 

emerge in June or July. 

Ask John Negus John has been answering 
reader queries for 50 years

A I am sorry to learn that you have lost 

two plants of Prunus ‘Kojo-no-mai’. 

Interestingly, though it is supposed to be 

as hardy as other Prunus incisa varieties 

it can, occasionally, let us down.

I would have thought that the 

positions you chose for both plants 

The chrysalis of a large
yellow underwing moth

Q Can you advise why all the pea-

sized figs have fallen off this spring, 

leaving me with none? Will any more 

grow through the summer? The plant 

is growing in a pot and looks healthy.  

Mary Pike, via email

A The most likely cause of this is 

lack of water, which is a common 

problem with figs grown in pots. 

It is very important that your fig has a 

plentiful supply of water all through the 

growing season as small fruits will drop 

off without a constant supply of water. 

This means taking special care during 

spells of dry weather. Even in winter the 

compost should be kept slightly moist 

and never be allowed to dry out. 

The compost needs to be kept 

constantly moist, but it must also drain 

well so that it is never soggy. 

You are unlikely to get a crop this year. 

Feed your fig with a liquid fertiliser that 

is high in potash, such as tomato feed, 

which will encourage new fruits to form. 

Why has my potted fi g lost its fruit?

If we get a long hot, sunny summer 

some of these may ripen.

In future years, with good care, your 

fig will fruit again. Remember to remove 

any unripened thumbnail-sized figs 

each autumn as they won’t come to 

fruition next year. Leave the other tiny 

undeveloped fruits alone as they will 

swell and grow the following spring.

Juvenile fi gs will fall if the tree 
doesn’t get enough water
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Prunus ‘Kojo-no-mai’ thrives with food and shelter

would have been ideal. Provided 

drainage is good, they should have 

flourished for years.

I suggest that you start again, 

choosing a fresh site, positioning this 

enchanting little flowering cherry in a 

warm, free-draining spot. Work Rootgrow 

– beneficial mycorrhiza – into the root 

system to give it a good start. 

Then, monthly, from April to 

September, feed it with 1oz (28g) per 

square metre of sulphate of potash. 

Sprinkle it over the root system and water 

it in. Potassium gives a shrub strength 

and helps it resist low temperatures. 
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Contact John Negus by email address below

Email: amateurgardening@ti-media.com

Q I purchased a Papaver nudicaule that had one flower and lots of flower 

buds. After a week the bloom died off and when I went to investigate I found 

all the flower buds had gone. Any suggestions? We don’t get rabbits or deer here.

David Cadman, Withernsea, East Yorkshire

Where have all my poppy buds gone?

Q I have a mature ‘Percy Wiseman’ rhododendron in my back garden. This 

year the leaves and flowers have died off before opening – possibly from 

late frosts. Should l cut off the dead flowers and leaves or just leave them?

Virginia Down, Kidderminster, Worcs

A I am sorry that leaves and buds on 

your mature Rhododendron 

‘Percy Wiseman’ – what a 

beautiful variety! – appear 

to be dying.

The problem could be 

honey fungus, root death, 

sudden oak death or even 

a dry root system.

Check for honey fungus 

by exposing a largish root 

and peeling back 1in (2½cm) 

or so of bark. If white mould is 

visible, this disease is responsible. 

As for root death, it’s insidious. The 

Can I save my ailing rhododendron?

only way you can tell is by cutting a 

root in half. If the centre of the root is 

black and dead, root death is 

the culprit. Sudden oak 

death, which also affects 

rhododendrons, causes 

leaves and shoots to 

wilt and die. 

Cankers, which ‘bleed’, 

appear on branches.

Sadly there are no cures 

for the above problems. If 

symptoms persist and there is 

no new growth you will, I am afraid, 

have to remove the bush, roots and all.

An American import

Q What is 

this plant 

seen in the 

woods in the 

Yorkshire 

Moors?

Sally 

Smith, 

via email

AThe 

shrub 

appears to be 

red chokeberry 

(Aronia arbutifolia). A native of the USA, 

from Massachusetts west to Minnesota 

and south to Florida and Texas, it’s 

normally grown in gardens for its white 

flowers, bright-red fruits, and orange 

and scarlet autumn colour.

Fruits are edible, though astringent 

but, if well sugared are pleasant enough. 

The fact that you discovered it on 

Yorkshire moorland suggests that a bird 

ate a fruit and then deposited its seed 

as it was flying past or perching.

A Don’t despair. Your Iceland poppy (Papaver nudicaule) will almost certainly 

produce more flowers. 

If it’s chunky and well developed it will quickly show 

more buds, which will become beautiful blooms.

Encourage it to prosper and please you by liquid-

feeding twice a week with a high-potash tomato 

fertiliser, such as Tomorite. 

If it’s in a pot, ensure that the compost is damp 

before feeding it. If it’s in a bed or border, the soil 

must also be damp before you dose it with fertiliser.

Iceland poppies normally bloom for many weeks 

from late spring to later summer. Deadhead regularly 

to channel energy into forming a wealth of flowers.

Honey fungus (below) will kill a 
handsome rhododendron 

and there’s no cure
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Sun scorch damage

Q Why have my Philadelphus leaves  

shrivelled and turned yellow? 

Jean Roscoe, Gresford, North Wales

AYour golden-leaved mock orange 

(Philadelphus coronarius ‘Aureus’) 

is suffering from sun scorch. 

It should, ideally, be planted in very 

light shade where its foliage won’t be 

burnt by hot sunshine. 

If it’s no larger than 3-4ft (90cm-1.2m) 

high and across, and it’s feasible to 

move it to a shadier part of the garden, 

do it in November when leaves have 

fallen, the soil is still summer warm 

and it’s becoming dormant. 

Philadelphus thrive in light shade

Iceland poppies are 
reliable fl owerers

Chokeberry has amazing 
autumn foliage
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Gardening’s king of trivia and brain-teasers, Graham Clarke

5 decorative garden plants with 
the names of sandwich fi llings

Helianthemum ‘Butter and Eggs’

Cream cheese 
and cucumber

British Sandwich Week!
We look at how sandwiches relate to gardening

This 
week 

it’s:

THIS week we are all being encouraged 

to honour the ultimate snack and lunch-

on-the-go food item – the humble 

sandwich. For this is British Sandwich 

Week (17-23 May), a celebration of 

quite possibly the most iconic British 

culinary invention! Our favourite 

sandwich fillings are meat, cheese or 

egg-based, but the gardener can 

embellish these with all manner of 

home-grown salads and other 

vegetables. Let’s look at some of the 

stories about sandwiches, their fillings 

and how they relate to gardening.

  The British Sandwich Association 

defines a sandwich as any form of bread 

with a filling, generally assembled cold. It 

includes traditional wedge sandwiches, 

along with filled rolls, baguettes, pitta, 

bloomers, wraps and bagels.

Cucumber tree (Magnolia acuminata)

Rosa ‘Cinco de Mayo’

Add some salad to your sandwich!

CUCUMBER sandwiches, with cream 

cheese and the crusts cut off, are perfect 

for a picnic, tea or when the vicar comes 

round! Originally from India, cucumbers 

arrived here in the 14th century, yet it 

was not until Victorian times that they 

were put into sandwiches… in India! 

British colonialists found that the 

combination of cucumber and buttery 

bread helped them to keep cool in the 

sweltering heat. If making cucumber 

sandwiches in advance, ensure the 

bread is covered with the cream cheese 

– it won’t become soggy! The right 

cucumber is important, as its seeds can 

spoil a good sandwich: 

‘Telegraph Improved’ 

has good taste and 

small seeds, while 

‘La Diva’ is 

sweeter and 

seedless. I prefer 

the peel left on for 

colour, but slices 

should be very thin. 

Diascia ‘Salmon Supreme’ 

Cucumber ‘Telegraph
Improved’
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Beef plant (Iresine herbstii)

RANKED as the UK’s favourite 

sandwich, the combination of bacon, 

lettuce and tomato in a sandwich dates 

back 100 years. But it only became 

popular after the Second World War, when 

year-round bacon became available. Apart from the bacon, 

what makes the perfect BLT? I prefer the soft leaves of 

romaine or butterhead lettuce. I know there are many who 

swear by ‘Iceberg’ lettuce, but I think the watery crunch of this 

is better used in a salad rather than on bread! For the tomato, 

go for hefty beefsteak or heirloom tomatoes, sliced thick. 

  If lettuce (or rocket, mibuna or other leafy salad) has gone 

limp, it can be partially revived for using straight away. Soak 

it for a few minutes in ice-cold water.

The BLT sandwich!
ANOTHER classic filling is egg and cress, 

but you have a choice of the greenery. 

Cress (the seedlings of Lepidium 

sativum, related to watercress, mustard 

and rocket) is the first option for many, but 

then watercress, with its stronger peppery 

taste is almost as common. Sadly, few of us can 

grow watercress successfully; it needs clean, preferably 

running, water. Modern filling options include chopped chives, 

parsley or even radish. 

  We only really know cress as the 2in (5cm)-high seedlings 

grown for our sandwiches. But if left to develop, this annual 

plant can reach a height of 2ft (60cm), with many branches on 

the upper part. It has pinkish white, but very small, flowers. 

Egg and cress

The BLT: bacon,
lettuce and tomato

Cress – a great
sandwich fi lling 
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Gardening’s king of trivia and brain-teasers, Graham Clarke

ADD your pre-

packed sandwich 

cartons to your 

compost heap. 

These days, 

many are 

made from 

PLA – a 

plant-based 

plastic, usually 

derived from  

corn dextrose (sugar). Often, the clear 

film on the pack is made from corn 

or potato starch – or wood pulp. 

Cellulose fibres in wood pulp 

go through a casting process and 

regenerate into a compostable 

film called NatureFlex. 

Recycling our 
sandwich boxes 

Historical gardening event of 
the week: 25 May, 1965

THERE are many families where 

members are all high-achievers: 

think of the Kennedys in the USA, 

the Attenboroughs in the UK, or 

even the family of Boris Johnson! 

To this list you can 

also add garden 

designer and 

TV presenter 

Joe Swift 

and his 

family. 

Joe was 

born this 

week, in 1965. 

A successful and 

talented gardening 

personality in his own right, he is a 

member of an unparalleled family: 

his late father was Clive Swift (actor 

playing the hen-pecked husband 

to Hyacinth Bucket in Keeping Up 

Appearances); his mother is 

Margaret Drabble (novelist and 

biographer); his late sister was 

Rebecca (poet and essayist); 

his brother is Adam (political 

philosopher and sociologist); his late 

uncle was David Swift (actor playing 

newsreader Henry Davenport in 

Drop The Dead Donkey), and his 

aunt is A.S. Byatt (novelist, poet and 

Booker Prize winner). Joe has been 

involved in Gardeners’ World on 

BBC2 since 1998, and he is co-

founder of a London garden design 

and build company.
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Prize draw

How to enter  

Send your name and address on the back of a postcard to Miracle-Gro Performance Organics 
Draw (23 May), Amateur Gardening, Pinehurst 2, Pinehurst Road, Farnborough, Hampshire 
GU14 7BF. Or you can email your details to ag_giveaway@ti-media.com, heading the email 
Miracle-Gro Performance Organics Draw (23 May). The closing date is 29 May 2020. 

Miracle-Gro is giving AG readers the 

chance to grow their fruit and vegetables twice as big, organically, with one of 

two Performance Organics bundles, each worth £39.45.

The winners will receive Miracle-Gro Performance Organics All Purpose Liquid 

Concentrate Plant Food (RRP £5.99) and Miracle-Gro Performance Organics Fruit & 

Veg Liquid Concentrate Plant Food (RRP £6.49), both packaged in 100% recycled 

materials. See results in seven days – glorious on plants, gentle on nature!

Perfect for pots, containers, beds and borders, winners will also receive Miracle-

Gro Performance Organics Fruit & Veg Compost (RRP £6.99). In addition to this, they 

will win the Miracle-Gro Performance Organics Fruit & Veg Planter (RRP £6.99), 

which is easy to use and feeds your produce for three months!

Finally, for an immaculate lawn, winners will receive Miracle-Gro Performance 

Organics Lawn Food (RRP £12.99).
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This week’s keyword is ..........................................................................................

Name ........................................................................................................................

Address ....................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................

Postcode ..................................................................................................................

Email .........................................................................................................................

Tel no ........................................................................................................................

TI Media Ltd, publisher of Amateur Gardening, will collect your personal information 
solely to process your competition entry.

HOW TO ENTER: Enter this week’s keyword on the entry form, 

and send it to AG Word Search No 519, Amateur Gardening, 

Pinehurst 2, Pinehurst Road, Farnborough, Hampshire GU14 

7BF, to arrive by Wednesday 3 June 2020. The first correct 

entry chosen at random will win our £30 cash prize.

No:
519Word search

This word search comprises 

words associated with 

sandwich and snack fillings. 

They are listed below, and in 

the grid they may be read 

across, backwards, up, down 

or diagonally. Letters may 

be shared between words. 

Erroneous or duplicate words 

may appear in the grid, but 

there is only one correct 

solution. After the listed words 

are found, there are seven 

letters remaining; arrange these 

to make this week’s KEYWORD.

SANDWICHES

CHIP

BUTTY

BACON

BEEF

CHEESE

CHICKEN

CLUB

CUCUMBER

DILL

EGG

JAM

LETTUCE

LOAF

MAYONNAISE

MUSTARD

PITTA

ROLL

TOMATO

WIN 
£30

Many sandwich
wrappers can be added
to your compost heap

Garden designer 
Joe Swift
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Crossword
...just for fun!

ACROSS
1 The subjects of this 
week’s Miscellany! (10)
7 Piece of turf cut out of 
the ground by, for example, 
a golf club (in making a 
stroke) (5)
8 Found in a rubber as 
expunging something! (5)
9 Genus of tender succulent 
plants including ‘buttons 
on a string’ and the 
‘friendship tree’ (8)
11 Late poet, as in the Austin 
rose ‘Sir John _______’ (8)
14 Prunus x yedoensis 
‘Somei-yoshino’ is 
known as the yoshino 
or _____ cherry (5)
15 Indoor plants are also 
known as these plants! (5)
16 Crow’s dross! (If you 
are trying to work out this 
clue, you must be a fan of 
these!) (10) (anag)

DOWN
1 Genus of succulent plants 
including the stonecrops 
and the ‘jelly bean plant’ (5)

2 Dark blue, as in the bright 
blue Iris ‘____ Brass’! (4)
3 Vine-grown fruits of Citrullus 

lanatus, a member of the 
cucumber family, originating 
from West Africa (11)

4 ________ Flower ____: it 
should be happening this 
week (but isn’t this year!) (7,4) 

5 Genus of 15 across plants, 
including the Persian violet (6)

6 Goat’s cheese found in a 
safe tansy! (4) 

10 Fire tender – as in those 
who looked after boilers in 
large, old Victorian 
greenhouses (and on steam 
engine footplates)! (6)

11 The beetroot genus, 
three-quarters the same 
as 6 down! (4)

12 Seedling greens (Lepidium 

sativum) used in the subjects 
of this week’s Miscellany! (5)

13 Late comedy writer 
Frank, and late strawberry 
nurseryman Ken (whose 
business is still an important 
supplier of fruit plants) (4)
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KEYWORD TO WORD SEARCH 514 (18 APRIL):
CHLOROSIS

There is no winner of Word Search 514, as we suspended 

entry to the puzzle for one issue due to the COVID-19 crisis.

ANSWERS TO ABOVE CROSSWORD

ACROSS  1 Sandwiches 7 Divot 8 Erase 9 Crassula 11 Betjeman 14 Tokyo

15 House 16 Crosswords

DOWN 1 Sedum 2 Navy 3 Watermelons 4 Chelsea Show 5 Exacum 6 Feta 

10 Stoker 11 Beta 12 Cress 13 Muir

Wow! I didn’t know that… 
  The staggering figure of 

4,000,000,000 sandwiches are 

purchased from UK retail or 

catering outlets each year, while 

in the UK more than 300,000 

people are employed in the 

sandwich industry.

  The Sammies awards are held 

every year, where the Best New 

Sandwich, Sandwich Retailer of the 

Year and many more are crowned.

  US scientists have identified the cucumber sandwich 

as the best thing to eat to regulate body temperature 

and stave off dehydration during a heatwave. However, 

their version is on wholemeal bread, with the crusts 

intact, and with mayonnaise. But what do they know? 

They’re American!

THE sandwich is named after Lord 

John Montagu (1718-1792), the 

4th Earl of Sandwich, in Kent. A 

compulsive gambler, he hated 

to leave a gaming table for 

something as menial as dinner, so 

he’d ask waiters to bring him slices 

of meat between two pieces of 

bread. Others thought this a good 

idea, so also began to order “the same 

as Sandwich!” However, some say he was a workaholic, 

and that he asked for the meat-and-bread combo so he 

did not need to leave his desk. Believe what you like! 

  Lord Sandwich also sponsored the voyages of Captain 

James Cook. On 29 April 1770, Cook and crew landed 

in Australia. He named the area ‘Botany Bay’ after the 

plethora of new plant specimens discovered there by 

botanists Joseph Banks and Daniel Solander. Incidentally, 

eight years later Cook visited some islands near Hawaii, 

and named them the Sandwich Islands, after his sponsor.

How did it start?

Lord John Montagu, 
4th Earl of Sandwich

The Sammies are
sandwich awards

ALTHOUGH the chip butty 

concoction started in the working-

class North of England, these 

days it holds no stigma and is 

enjoyed anywhere – especially if 

you like your carbs! But which 

potato should you grow to give 

you the best chips for the butty (or 

plate)? Its texture needs to be floury, 

not waxy, so I like deep-fried ‘Maris Piper’ 

(early maincrop) or ‘Golden Wonder’ (late 

maincrop). The pink-spotted ‘Cara’ (late maincrop), and 

‘King Edward’ (maincrop) are good bets, too.

The perfect chip butty!

Chip choice:
‘Maris Piper’



© The Brain Tumour Charity 2020. Registered Charity in England and Wales  

(1150054) and Scotland (SC045081)

We’re working to create a future where brain tumours are curable.  
We urgently need your help to accelerate research.
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4 A branching aeonium is worth 

potting on every few years, so 

that the plant can reach its full height 

and potential. Delay watering in for 

a couple of days while the broken 

roots heal up.

2 Propagate branching, long-lived 

Mexican Echeveria harmsii by 

shoot tips or, for lots of plants, leaf 

cuttings. Twist or push leaves away 

from the stem to come away neatly.

3 If a clump-forming succulent like 

fairy washboard (South African 

Haworthia attenuata f. caespitosa) 

looks tatty, cut between the rosettes 

to free individuals ready for potting 

up separately.

 
Anne Swithinbank’s masterclass on: elderly succulents

Q Over the past few years, we 

have built up a good collection 

of succulents and we enjoy their different 

shapes and personalities. However, some 

are now growing too large and are not 

as attractive as they were. Should we 

prune or take cuttings, and how?

Chris Berwick, Cheadle, Staffordshire

A Succulent plants are a large, 

diverse group belonging to several 

plant families, and deserve individual 

attention. Some grow large and remain 

handsome for many years, while others 

are gangly and lose their looks quickly. 

In the wild, they might creep about or 

tumble and shatter, sending stems and 

leaves sprawling over a distance, ready 

to root down and form a larger colony.

After several years in the same pot, 

plants are likely to be suffering from a 

congested mass of live and dead roots, 

making it difficult to water them properly. 

Examine each one and decide whether 

to propagate with the aim of replacing 

older plants with new, pot on, prune, or 

all three. Don’t be afraid to experiment.

Among those that are worth growing 

into majestic larger specimens is the 

money tree (Crassula ovata), which 

might reward your efforts by blooming. 

Some gasterias will also create fabulous 

structures by thronging themselves 

with offsets. 

Those that are likely to need 

regular rejuvenation include leggy 

Crassula rupestris, easily propagated 

by stem cuttings and tidied by pruning. 

The likes of sedum, crassula, echeveria, 

kalanchoe and adromischus are easy to 

multiply by leaf cuttings. Always allow 

leaves and stems to sit out in the air for 

a few days so the cut surfaces can dry 

out before they are inserted into dryish, 

gritty compost.

While succulents look handsome 

and are easy to water in clay pots with 

drainage holes, they will also grow well 

in watertight glass containers, glazed 

pot sleeves and attractive bowls. This 

makes them easier to display indoors 

without having to accommodate drip 

trays, but you do have to be careful 

how much water goes in at one time. 
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Sort your 
succulents

The right compost to use
FOR stem and leaf cuttings, use a soilless multi-

purpose mixed 50:50 with grit. Have the compost 

just moist, and in addition to drying cut plant tissue 

in the air, water sparingly while rooting. For potting 

on, use two parts of potting compost (half and half 

John Innes No2 and a multi-purpose) to one of grit. 

Succulents are such a varied and fascinating group of plants, 
there are many ways of propagating and displaying them 

Echeveria and haworthia 
do well in a glass container

Succulents like crassula 
are easy to multiply by 

taking leaf cuttings

Can I revive succulents?

1 Taking shoot tip cuttings soon 

generates a new plant. Here, a 

stem tip is taken from Crassula ovata 

‘Hummel’s Sunset’ by cutting just 

above a node (where a leaf grows) 

and trimming this under a node. 

Firming in kalanchoe 
cuttings with a 50:50 mix
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Don’t pot succulents on into 
too large a container. Pick 
one large enough to push 
compost around the roots 
but no bigger; too much 
wet, empty compost will 

encourage rotting.

Step 
by step
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  From AG 21 August 1915

In praise of onions

These extracts come from various
issues of AG and focus on vegetables
that were being talked about at the time.

from the AG archives

All our yesterdays

The vegetable garden
In praise of onions, tips on growing outdoor
cucumbers and how to pickle nasturtium seeds 

AN onion a day keeps the 

doctor away. So runs an old 

North Country adage, and a 

writer in a contemporary 

publication adds that a well-

known northern clergyman 

never tires of speaking of their 

virtues as allayers of hunger, 

and for ‘lengthening the wind’. 

He is much addicted to 

pedestrianism, but never 

ventures forth without a 

succulent ‘Spanish’ onion in 

his pocket, and has walked 

continuously for 12 hours. 

Dean Swift [the author 

Jonathan Swift] held that it 

was the opinion of every cook 

that no savoury dish could be 

perfect without an onion, and 

he wittily commented 

thereon by saying:

“But lest your kissing 

should be spoiled,

Your onions should be 

thoroughly boiled.”

Onions contain a volatile 

oil in greater degree than 

any other of the species of its 

family. This oil is dispersed 

by boiling. Many who cannot 

assimilate onions fried or 

roasted can eat them when 

boiled without experiencing 

digestive trouble. This 

principle can be applied to 

stews. When there is any 

doubt about digestibility, the 

onions should be scalded 

for 20 minutes.

It was believed that a Spanish onion
could aid pedestrianism – a form of
competitive walking in the 19th century
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  From AG 4 September 1915

Making the most of things
IN these critical times it behoves the 

ladies of the household to do their 

share in helping to provide a store of 

food in case our food supplies should 

run short. Here are a few useful 

recipes to that end.

Nasturtium pickle

Drop a few peppercorns into a quart 

of vinegar and boil. Wipe as many 

nasturtium seeds as a quart can cover, 

put them into a deep jar, and when the 

vinegar has gone cold pour it over. 

Make secure and store in a dry place.

Preserving lettuces

Cut the stalks of some large lettuces 

into pieces 3in [2.5cm] long, and soak 

them in cold water for ten minutes. Put 

into a pan 4 pints [2.2 litres] of water, 

1lb [450g] of sugar and 1 large 

tablespoon of ground ginger. Boil the 

stalks in this mixture for half an hour 

and pour into a bowl to cool. Boil again 

for half an hour on three successive 

days, then drain them from the syrup. 

Prepare a fresh syrup of 1lb [450g] of 

sugar to 3 pints [1.7 litres] of water, and 

3oz [85g] of whole ginger bruised in a 

mortar. Boil this until it tastes strongly of 

ginger, then boil the lettuce stalks in it 

till they are clear.

How to preserve green peas

Choose peas which are large and fully 

grown, though not old. Put them into dry, 

wide-mouthed bottles, shake them 

down, cork securely and cover the corks 

with bladder. Tie a wisp of hay round the 

lower part of the bottles to prevent 

their knocking against each other in 

the pan, put them side by side in a 

large saucepan, and pour in as much 

cold water as will reach to the necks 

of the bottles. Put the saucepan on 

the fire, and let the bottles remain 

in the water for two hours after it has 

reached boiling point, then take the 

saucepan off, but do not remove the 

bottles until the water is cold. Seal the 

corks and store in a cool, dry place.

Nasturtium seeds
can be pickled in vinegar
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  The views, information and opinions expressed during this series of extracts from past issues of AG are solely those of the individuals involved, at the time they were 

written, and are not necessarily relevant or even legal today. Please treat these pages as a look back at how things were done in the past and not necessarily how they 

are done today. AG accepts no responsibility if readers follow advice given in these articles from past issues.

136 years of practical advice
The World’s Oldest Gardening Magazine
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  From AG 27 November 1971

The origins of vegetables
Cauliflower and broccoli 

WHEN we consider the word 

‘cauliflower’ and remember that caulis 

was the ancient Latin word for a 

cabbage, we see that is this is a simply 

a flowering cabbage. Gerard the 

herbalist was obviously uncertain how 

to spell it. “Cole-flory”, he said, “is 

called in Latin cauliflora”. Then, in 

another place he referred to “cole 

florie, and later, colieflorie”. 

The earliest cauliflowers did not 

form solid heads, rather a number of 

separate flower sprouts more after the 

style of our sprouting broccoli. The 

word ‘broccoli’ itself is Italian, being 

the plural of broccolo, meaning a 

sprout. The family trees of the 

cauliflower and the broccoli are 

almost inextricably intertwined. 

Cauliflowers of the sprouting 

broccoli kind were prized by the 

Romans in Pliny’s time (1AD), but it 

was many years before they were 

welcome in England. 

In botanical structure there is no 

difference between broccoli and 

cauliflower; the former is simply hardier 

and slower-growing, producing its 

immature flower head around 

springtime, the latter in summer or early 

autumn. Curiously, broccoli tops are 

rich in vitamins A and C and contain 

more vitamin B than does cauliflower, 

which contains a fair quantity of vitamin 

C but little vitamin A. 

The genetic origin of broccoli was 

nicely demonstrated in the mid-19th 

century at Cirencester Agricultural 

College in Gloucestershire, where 

wild cabbage seed was sown. After 

some generations of selection and 

controlled crossing, several sorts of 

broccoli were produced. 

Cauliflowers were presumably first 

introduced into England towards the 

end of the 16th century. In 1586 they 

referred to as ‘Cyprus coleworts’, but 

even a century later a French writer 

speaks of cauliflowers reaching 

Paris from Cyprus. 

Louis XIV granted his vegetable 

gardener, Jean de la Quintinye 

(1626-1688), a bonus of 4,000 livres for 

producing cauliflowers for the royal 

table in March. Cauliflowers are 

supposed to be on sale in London in 

1619, but they were imported from the 

Netherlands and France. It was not 

until the early 18th century that our 

own market gardeners began to take 

them to town. 

The first mention of broccoli being 

grown in England was in the 1724 

edition of Philip Miller’s Dictionary 

of Horticulture. “Broccoli,” he said, 

“was a stranger in England until 

within these five years and was 

called sprout colli-flower.” 

For many generations the Roscoff 

area of Brittany in France has been 

famed for its heading broccoli. In 1924 

some of the jealously guarded seeds 

found their way to Britain and since 

then many strains more suited to our 

climate have been developed.

  From AG 17 June 1926

Growing cucumbers outdoors
MANY amateurs fail with ridge 

cucumbers through allowing their plants 

to be attacked by red spider. This pest 

spreads quickly, and does much harm, 

the leaves soon assuming a rusty, lifeless 

appearance, and the stamina of the 

plants is thus rapidly weakened. 

Drought favours the spread of the 

enemy, as indeed, it does of other insect 

pests that attack this crop – greenfly and 

black fly, for instance – and obviously 

moisture is the remedy. If the soil is 

kept always moist where the roots are, 

watering must be regularly attended to, 

and in porous soils on the light side it 

will need to be done frequently. It is an 

advantage in the latter case to apply a 

light mulch to lessen the labour of 

watering, and, if nothing better can be 

had for the purpose, grass mowings 

from the lawn will be found very useful. 

Spraying the plants overhead in the 

evenings of hot days will also help in 

keeping cucumbers healthy and 

vigorous. A reliable concentrated 

fertiliser will assist in the production 

and development of the fruits, but, 

before applying in a dry state, stir the 

ground lightly on the surface, and 

water the stimulant into the soil well. 

‘Marketmore’ – a modern-day
outdoor ridge cucumber

The family trees of the caulifl ower and broccoli are inextricably intertwined
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T
OMATOES are quite easy to 

grow outdoors in a normal British 

summer from mid- to southern 

UK. Further north they’ll grow 

better under cover in a greenhouse or 

plastic tent, but a good crop is possible. 

The most popular system for growing 

is to set three cordon tomato plants in a 

growing bag outdoors in a sunny, 

sheltered spot in early June. That sounds 

fine as far as it goes, but if that’s all you 

do problems will soon become apparent. 

The right bag

First, there’s the growing bag. If you 

choose the cheapest you can find it will 

probably be skinny, and contain a low-

quality compost and fertiliser. Such bags 

will struggle to support two, never mind 

three tomato plants and are unlikely to 

give heavy crops for a long period. 

In contrast, a premium growing bag 

will cost more but should contain a larger 

volume of quality compost and slow-

release fertiliser. You’ll get more and 

better quality fruits for longer from a 

premium bag. Before you do anything 

with it, shake it up to ease compaction 

and get air into the compost inside.

Watering

Next, you need to consider watering and 

support for the plants. A growing bag 

watering tray makes it easier ( just fill up 

the tray) and less messy, preventing 

compost that escapes through drain 

holes from getting far. Punch about eight 

small holes or slits in the base of the bag 

and lay on the tray. Additional watering 

systems can include drip irrigation and 

wick irrigation using wicking fabric and a 

water reservoir (both especially useful if 

you’re going away for a few days), but I’d 

still lay the bag on a watering tray. 

For cordon tomato plants (pinching out 

side shoots so they grow on a single 

stem) support is essential. How you 

Set up a tomato growing bag
Best techniques to get the job right with Tim Rumball
How to use tools

support them will have a bearing on 

where you position your bag – but it 

should be sunny and sheltered. I set mine 

alongside a south-west facing fence. 

Stout 6ft (1.8m)-long bamboo canes are 

thrust into the planting hole, and the other 

end wired to screws fixed at the top of the 

fence panel behind each plant. I use a 

similar system in the greenhouse. The 

tomato stems are tied to the canes.

Support systems

You can buy various support systems. 

Wire or metal growing bag frames are 

popular, but avoid anything fragile as it 

needs to hold up the weight of plants.

A system called the Plant Halo (� 

suttons.co.uk) uses the technique of ring 

culture to boost growth while providing 

fixings for a sturdy tripod of canes over 

each plant, and a water reservoir that 

directs water to the plant roots. 

You position Plant Halos on the 

growing bag, push down so the watering 

spikes penetrate the plastic, then cut 

holes in the bag inside each Halo. Put 

three canes in the holes provided on 

each halo, and fix each set together into 

a tripod at the top. I wire another cane 

across the tops of each tripod for 

additional strength. This set-up is strong 

enough to stand alone without fixing the 

support to a fence panel. Fill the central 

hole with compost and settle in a plant.

DIY pots

You can make your own ring-culture pots 

by cutting the bases out of old 2-litre or 

3-litre plastic pots. Using these as 

templates, cut holes in the growing bag, 

settling them into the bag by screwing 

them down into the compost, then fill the 

pots with multi-purpose compost. Thrust 

a cane into the compost in each pot and 

fix the top to a fence panel or other 

support, then set a tomato plant in each 

pot. You don’t get the benefits offered by 

the Plant Halo, but it will grow well. 

Water regularly, start additional 

feeding fortnightly/weekly after the first 

flower truss has formed, pinch out side 

shoots and tie in stems as the tomato 

plants grow. Tie the plants loosely but 

regularly, to the canes. If you tie tight, the 

string will soon strangle the swelling 

stems and damage the plant. Tie tight to 

the cane, then make a loose loop around 

the stem. Tie in every 6-8in (15-20cm).

Enjoy masses of delicious tomatoes with a growbag and a little know-how, says Tim

Snip the base off  a 2-litre or 3-litre 
plastic pot using secateurs

Set up a simple 
ring-culture system using
recycled plastic plant
pots and you should
get bigger crops 
of tomatoes

Cut three circles out of the bag
and screw the pots into the compost

Fill pots with compost, stick a 
support in and then a tomato plant

The Plant Halo system 
makes watering and 
supporting tomato 
crops in growing 
bags a lot easier 
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Do’s and don’ts of tomato 

growing bags

Do
���Buy a large, good-quality growing bag so your plants get a healthy root run.
���Shake the bag to aerate compost before setting it on a watering tray.
���Buy or make a strong support to hold the weight of mature plants and fruit.

Don’t
���Forget to puncture the base of the growing bag along its length to let water in and out.
���Buy the wrong type of tomatoes. You’re looking for indeterminate or cordon plants that are trained by having their side shoots pinched out. Determinate or bush tomatoes need a different kind of support.
���Tie stems tightly to supporting canes. Tie strings around the cane tightly every 6-8in (15-20cm), then loosely around the tomato-plant stem.

4Fill Halo centres with compost 

and plant a tomato in each one. 

Water the growing bag by filling the 

Halo outer rings or water into the tray. 

Tie in stems loosely as plants grow.

Setting up 
a tomato 
growbag

The language of tomato growing bags
spikes in the base, cane support slots, a 

watering tray and central planting hole.

Ring culture 

A bottomless pot positioned on and 

connected to another growing medium 

such as a growing bag. The pot is filled 

with compost and a plant set in the pot, 

providing additional root growing space 

and better drainage.

Premium growing bag 

A bag of around 75 litres containing a 

mixture of good-quality compost and 

slow-release fertiliser.

Growing bag watering tray 

Oblong plastic tray roughly 40x16in 

(100x40cm).

Plant Halo 

A plastic ‘doughnut’ with watering 

2 Position Plant Halos along 

the bag, push down firmly so 

watering spikes puncture plastic. 

Cut circles out of the bag plastic 

inside each halo.

1 Shake air into a good-quality 

growing bag, puncture base 

about eight times along its length, 

and lay it in a watering tray in a 

sunny, sheltered spot outdoors.

Anatomy of a tomato growing bag

3 Push three stout 4ft (1.2m) 

bamboo canes in the holes 

provided, and wire/connect the 

tops to make three wigwams. 

Wire a cane across the tops.

Always get a 
good-quality growbag

Buy or make a strong 
support to hold the 
weight of the fruit

Step by 
step

Don’t forget to 
puncture the bag 
across its length

Quality growing 
bag.

Wire and pliers, and Plant 
Halo cane rings to tie 
bamboo canes.

Screws and 
screwdriver to fix 
canes on fence.

Stout 4ft (1.2m)
and 6ft (2m) 
bamboo canes.

Multi-purpose 
compost.

Growing bag 
watering tray.

Set of Plant 
Halos.

Recycled black plastic plant 
pots with bases cut out.
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Write to us: Letters, Amateur Gardening magazine, Pinehurst 2, Pinehurst Road, Farnborough Business Park, 
Farnborough, Hants GU14 7BF (please include your address). Email us: amateurgardening@ti-media.com

I
T was so lovely to read my AG mag 

and not to worry for a time about 

what’s going on, and see all the 

beautiful pictures and articles.

My husband Alan and I are working in 

our garden: how lucky we are to have a 

garden at all. Every day, I’m out at dawn 

looking at everything growing, and I feel 

much more cheerful. 

Alan has been very busy making 

bee hotels for me, shown in the photos.   

I now have five hotels in total! 

Another joy: we saw our hedgehog 

come out of hibernation. Alan made him 

a des-res hedgehog house last year and 

we think he used it. What a great thing 

it was to see him. We feed him cat food 

(only chicken, of course), and if we get 

lucky we can spot him in the border 

snuffling round. I love reading Val 

Bourne’s nature page, and hearing 

Star
letter

 

about her garden in Cold Aston. 

Stay well, and keep safe, everyone! 

Rose and Alan Shaw, 

Oadby, Leicester
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Homes for nature

Garden rainbows
I HAVE always loved seeing rainbows, 

and now their meaning is set in our 

hearts even more. I put some different 

rainbows in the garden – solar lights, 

stickers and a hanging pot, for thanks 

and hope to my friends and family who 

are care workers and work in the NHS. 

Sylvia Monk, Hayling Island, Hants

“Thanks to the NHS for seeing us
through these hard and sad times”

Watching wildlife...

I WOULD like to share this photo of my 

home-made pallet habitat. I have had 

mason and solitary bees nesting in the 

canes and boxes.  

Positioned in the best south-facing 

area of any garden, it is the perfect 

host for welcoming pollinators.

Melissa Rose, via email

Alan has been busy 
making bee hotels

Nothing artifi cial 
about these weeds
HERE’S a photo of the synthetic lawn laid 

on half a ton of builders’ sand on the 

patio. But how can anyone say that 

synthetic grass is sterile? A few weeds 

are now visible. The upside is that 

weeding is really easy…

Lyn Haynes, Harold Wood, Essex 

  Wendy says: We’d love to hear 

how you’ve been spending time 

in your garden, please email us at: 

amateurgardening@ti-media.com.

For updates about buying plants, 

go to  amateurgardening.com. 

Visit Ruth and Les’ Coronavirus Blog 

 amateurgardening.com/blog 

for tips to help gardeners and 

allotmenteers during the lockdown.

This bee hotel is made from pallets

Female orange tip

Real weeds have popped up!

THE robins 

are 

nesting 

in a 

ceramic 

house 

– first time 

ever– which 

is visible from 

the kitchen 

window. Washing up has suddenly 

become a pleasure to do now as 

I have something to watch!  We 

have had our first glimpse of the robin 

babies. The young are being fed as 

if there were no tomorrow: they will be 

enormous. Despite putting out various 

types of bird food, they seem to be 

able to bring back live grubs and 

worms, etc. It will be great if we 

see them leave the nest!

Kathie Fitzgerald,  Hants

A glimpse of what’s
on the menu

I THOUGHT you might like to see 

the colourful spring scene from my 

garden recently. The orange tip 

butterfly was perfectly designed 

to feed on honesty flowers!

Thank you for continuing with the 

magazine and conveying your news 

in such an uplifting way.

Sarah Macleod,

Fair Oak,

Hants
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“Take pleasure in the small things”
BEING ‘confined to barracks’ and unable 

to even get out even for a daily walk 

during my 13 weeks of self-isolation, 

I’m learning to appreciate my garden 

from a different angle.

On warmer days, I’ve been practising 

my yoga out there and enjoyed – from 

ground level, as it were – the emergence 

of new plant life as well as the comings 

Sue enjoys yoga, bees and 
birdsong in her garden

Aphid ally
Photo 
of the 
week

I HAVE already noticed quite a few 

aphids on our ‘Gertrude Jekyll’ rose, so 

I was quite pleased to see a lacewing 

land on our conservatory window while 

we were sat having a cup of tea. It is 

good to know we have some natural 

allies out there, in our battle against 

the aphids. I managed to grab a quick 

photo before it flew off, and liked the 

reflection in the glass (a good job I had 

just cleaned the windows). I did not 

realise until later that there were 

actually two reflections as the 

window is double glazed.

Robert Hinchcliffe, North Lincolnshire 

The lacewing,
admiring its

refl ection
before heading

off  to fi nd 
some lunch

MY wife’s an avid baker and the kids love helping her, 

keeping them occupied! As a result, we have a steady 

supply of butter/margarine tubs. These make great little 

propagating containers, and I’ve had great success with 

the free weekly seeds. 

Poke a few holes in the bottom, fill with compost and 

top with vermiculite or grit then cover as necessary. You 

can clean and reuse them or even cut them into labels!

Mr D Shanks Inverurie, Aberdeenshire 

Reader’s Quick Tip

and goings of birds, butterflies and bees.

The final meditation to the sound 

of birdsong has been truly uplifting, 

successfully raising my spirits during 

what could have been a depressing 

time. Look for the positives, take 

pleasure in the small things and, 

above all, stay safe.

Sue Sullivan, Sheffield 



Coronavirus Appeal

Never before have we seen so much demand from  

the charities we support and we are responding by  

providing as much food as we can.

We have launched an appeal to raise funds to provide 

an additional 250,000 meals to all people in need and 

MYVU[SPUL�WYV]PKLYZ�H�LJ[LK�I`�*6=0+�� �

We cannot do this without your support -  
please make a donation if you can
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T
WO years ago, I planted two 

cherry trees; a modern dark- 

fruited eater called ‘Summer 

Sun’ and an old English Mazzard 

or cultivated wild cherry called ‘Dun’. 

I didn’t add labels – why would I? I am a 

busy man with an elephantine memory! 

Quite how I forgot is a mystery – all I 

know is that within a week, I was confused, 

and one month later, I was clueless and 

considering hypnotherapy. But nature 

– or rather the inherent nature of the 

trees – has offered an aide memoir…   

Modern fruit trees like my ‘Summer 

Sun’ have compactness bred into their 

DNA, saving fruit-pickers the peril of 

clambering up a ladder, and branches 

that fit in our small gardens. But old 

‘hedgerow’ varieties, on the other 

hand, are born with big bones. 

Although the same age and grafted 

on to the same semi-dwarfing Gisella 5 

rootstock (see panel, right), my Mazzard 

“The tree looks 
like a harp that’s 
sprung leaves” 

is already twice as tall and, looking at the 

hefty trunk, only just getting started.  

Left to its own devices, gathering the 

cherries would be the exclusive preserve 

of Alpine choughs and gardeners who 

own a dirigible. But what goes up can 

come down – and with my old cherry 

variety, that’s where the traditional 

technique of ‘festooning’ comes in.

Just as a bucking bronco can be 

lassoed, the branches of a fruit tree 

that’s galloping with growth can be bent 

down and fixed within reach. Soft and 

thick twine is essential, but it’s a simple 

enough job requiring a loop of twine 

around the upper branch, carefully 

The science of bending

pulling down to create a gentle arch in 

the branch, and then tying off the other 

end of the twine to the base of the trunk. 

If branches are stiff, they can be bent 

in fortnightly increments to create a tree 

with more fruit (see below) that’s easy 

to reach and protect with net from the 

birds. Come late summer, the new shape 

will have fixed and the string can be 

removed. Until then, the tree looks like 

a harp that’s sprung leaves – but at least 

you won’t forget what it is!

IN their youth, hormones in the growth tips will 

encourage tree growth that’s vertical, ensuring 

it escapes the ground and any competition from 

neighbours. As the tree matures, the ‘vertical 

dominance’ weakens and the branches spread 

outwards. It’s at this point that blossom and fruit is 

produced in significant quantities. Festooning vertical 

branches on a young tree tricks the tree into behaving 

like an older plant, reducing its height and diluting the 

hormones that cause rapid growth. And with the branches arched over, the tree 

blossoms and bears fruit at a younger age. 
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Bending the cherry

Toby Buckland

The bucking bronco that is my Mazzard cherry tree has 
been eff ectively lassoed by festooning, with the 

branches bent down and fi xed within reach

Toby is determined that his festooning measures will come 
good and that it won’t be him that goes round the bend!

This Mazzard hasn’t been 
festooned, and given its 
size and heft, any fruit 
gathering will rely on 
high ladders!

The arching in these Mazzard branches 
(right) indicates that it has been festooned

Festooning 
impacts the 

hormones that 
cause rapid 
growth in 
the tips
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Toby’s top tips

1 Cherry tree cultivars are grafted 

on roots that curb their vigorous 

growth. The most common is ‘Colt’ 

that makes a 18ft (6m) tree and 

‘Gisella 5’ (above) for a 9ft (3m) tree.

2 However, each cultivar is unique 

with some being more vigorous 

than others. The same is true of 

apples and that’s why vigorous 

‘Bramley’ (pictured) is always big, 

even on a dwarf rootstock.
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