
ROBOTIC 

MOWERs. 

by stihl. 

ƒ
iMOW® takes care of your lawn so you 

don’t have to.

The iMOW® robotic mower doesn’t just mow the lawn, 

it also provides fully automatic lawn care tailored to 

your garden. During mowing, iMOW® shreds the grass 

clippings finely, which fall back onto the lawn and act 

as an effective fertiliser. Not only does this provide 

vital nourishment to help grow a healthy lawn, it also 

means there are no clippings to collect or dispose of. 

Once the work is done or the battery needs charging, 

it automatically returns to the docking station. And 

because iMOW® works so fast, you can enjoy your 

lawn unhindered.

To learn more ABOUT iMow® VISIT  

www.stihl.co.uk/imow
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BUILD A STYLISH GARDEN  
BAR ON A TINY BUDGET

16 
WAYS TO HAVE  
STAY-AT-HOME 

GARDEN  
FUN

ENJOY
SUMMER

DAYS
AT HOME

SIMPLE IDEAS
TO TRY NOW

£3.99!

“I’VE CREATED MY OWN 
SLICE OF PARADISE!”



HYDRANGEA POLESTAR
COLOUR-CHANGING
DWARF HYDRANGEA
PERFECT FOR
BIJOU GARDENS

STUNNING HUES sparkle against the 
striking plum pot. This new variety 

is one of the fi rst Hydrangeas to start 
fl owering and grows to a height and 
spread of only 50cm (20"), making 
Polestar the perfect patio plant.

The blooms open in a lime-white then 
blush-pink throughout summer, fi nally 
turning rose pink in autumn. This gives 
you fi ve months of colour above compact 
deep green foliage. A fully hardy 
perennial that's easily grown in well-
drained, fertile, humus-rich soil. Supplied 
with modern, wavy textured matte pots 
with water-retaining saucers to add 
that fi nal fl ourish.

Your order is covered by our No Quibble 
Guarantee and will be confi rmed together 
with a copy of our latest catalogue.

Your 21cm pots and 9cm 
potted plants will be 
delivered within 21 days.

HAYLOFT PLANTS, MANOR FARM NURSERY, PENSHAM, PERSHORE, WORCESTERSHIRE WR10 3HB

I enclose Cheque/PO made payable to Hayloft Plants Ltd or please debit my Mastercard/Visa/Maestro

TOTAL DUE

Send the coupon to: Hayloft Plants, FREEPOST RTGR-JAGJ-JETG, Pensham, Pershore WR10 3HB

Expiry date Start date Issue no

Please enter the last 3 digits of your
security code (CV2)

Card no. CV2

EMAIL

Order confi rmation will be sent by email along with any future special offers and you may unsubscribe at any time.

Calls cost 5p per minute plus your telephone company’s network access
charge. We may send Hayloft gardening catalogues in the future, if you
prefer not to receive them, please call 01386 562999. Occasionally
the advertised delivery date may change, however, this will be
clearly stated on your order confirmation.

NAME & ADDRESS PLEASE SEND ITEM CODE PRICE QTY TOTAL

1 × HYDRANGEA WITH POT PTHYP01-MG0620 £15

3 × HYDRANGEA WITH POTS PTHYP03-MG0620 £24

 P&P (UK ONLY) £4.95

Postcode          Tel

M
G

0
6

2
0

• BY PHONE 0844 335 1088 –QUOTE MG0620 •ORDER ONLINE hayloft.co.uk

£15

£8

BUY ONE
HYDRANGEA 
AND POT FOR

OR THREE FOR JUST

EACH

INCREDIBLE
VALUE



Simplepleasuresin June

Editor Emma Kendell

Treat your garden to  
some lovely lavender, p74

Create a unique retreat guaranteed  
to improve your mood, p12

I’ve been busy planting climbers all along my newly painted boundary

fence, to heighten the sense of quiet sanctuary in my outside space.

I want to filter the chaos of the world through a veil of coiled clematis  

tendrils and bewitching passion-flower blooms; to insulate my plot  

in an ambrosial haze of star jasmine scent. I’ve strung some  

solar-powered lights overhead, too, so a protective canopy appears 

just as darkness starts to fall. My garden has become a harbour to 

shelter from the Covid-19 storm, where I can escape the torrential 

downpour of bad news and settle the squalls of worry that swirl 

through my mind. In my garden, I can sow hope and find  

peace. I can FaceTime friends as the birds sing and cook Sunday lunch on the 

barbecue. I can take my first coffee of the morning outside to see what’s newly 

blooming and sit with a sundowner next to a warm firepit to appreciate 

the last few moments of each day. Having an outside space that’s made 

for living in, as opposed to just gardening in, is all sorts of wonderful right 

now. Whether yours is welcoming you after a tough shift at work or 

preserving your sanity if you’re staying at home, I hope you are enjoying 

your garden as much as I am right now. We can sit in the sun to heal 

fractured minds and exhausted bodies, feel positive and productive as  

we update patios and pots, find happiness in 

everyday meals and moments, and make the 

most of every single day. Stay safe,
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You can find us on
www.moderngardensmagazine.co.uk

Facebook Modern Gardens Magazine

Twitter @Modern_Gardens and you 
can post us your modern garden pics on

Instagram @ModernGardens

Cele
brate

 

outd
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g

Soaking up the afternoon sunshine 
while you get lost in a good bookThe smell of freshly mown grassPicking salad leaves for lunch
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Inside this
Add clouds of heavenly 
hydrangeas to your 
modern garden.

The owners of this garden
never tire of spending time in
their fun and colourful plot.

ON THE COVER

SMALL 
GARDENS

BIG 
IDEAS

24

20

We  
LOVE 
this!

Easy-to-make 
hairstyle hanger.

90

Stay  
at home 

SPECIAL

Reader garden
makeovers
20 “We turned our shady plot
into a bright outdoor space”
Defined zones on different levels have
transformed this sloping garden.

38 “It reminds me of my
favourite spot in the world”
A slice of the Big Apple complete with
Prosecco bar and New York skyline.

48 “It’s my slice of paradise!”
A tiki bar, titanic leaves and rainforest
blooms fill this tropical escape.

Simple makes
& projects
57 Fruit cocktail candles
Bring a holiday vibe to your garden this
summer with a taste of the tropics.

85 Make your own garden bar
Enjoy drinks at home with these clever
upcycling ideas.

90  We love to make
Transform a few plastic bottles from your
recycling bin into cheery planters.

Easy ideas
14  Create your happy place

Turn a corner of your garden into
a mood-boosting retreat.

24  Hydrangea heaven
This summer is all about these bold,
bright and blousy blooms.

30  Shady character
Get comfy and cast a shadow wherever 
you want it with a cantilevered parasol.

42  Take a bag of gravel...
... and give your garden an instant style 
boost this afternoon.

46  Selina’s garden style
Make the most of British flowers with 
these ideas and buys.

54  Room to grow
Repot your plants and they’ll reward you 
with a new lease of gorgeous life.

58  Floral faffery
How to bring a bit of your garden indoors.

60  Working from home
23 easy ideas to make your workin day
more enjoyable and productive.

WIN
A STIHL 

LAWNMOWER

WORTH £539
TURN TO PAGE 36  

NOW!

ON THE COVER

ON THE COVER

ON THE COVER

ON THE COVER



Enjoy summer on a stick
with these strawberries
& cream ice lollies.

Get your tropical holiday
fix without leaving home. 52

9

Regulars
6  Earthy pleasures 

What to buy, make and do this month.

 12  Blooming lovely
Plants and shrubs to buy now.

68  What to do in your garden
How to keep your plot looking good.

 93  Q&A
Got a question? We’ve got the answer.

96  I’m in the garden
We take a peek over a reader’s fence.

99  We love outdoor living
Your garden highlights.

107  Paws & whiskers
Enjoying your garden with your pets.

112  Enjoy a festival of colour
Save money on azaleas and foxgloves.

114  Our garden crush
It’s where we’d like to be this month!

80  Update your decking
Cut planting pockets into your deck and 
give it a whole new look this weekend.

82  Plant a corner
Modern romantic planting combinations.

Outdoor living
35  Fiona’s patch

Bringing a small, town garden back to life.

102 Stay-at-home socials
Enjoy garden get-togethers with these 
sociable but safe ideas.

Best buys
52  Add a touch of the tropics

10 fruity and lush buys to get the look.

74  Treat your garden to...
The best plants to buy now and how
to make sure they survive.

Grow your own
108  Climbing squash
Enjoy them mixed into salads, baked in 
bread and on barbecue skewers. 

66 SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

@ ubscribe to Mo ern Gardens now
for £29.99 – just £2.50 per issue!

On-trend buys for
a mood-lifting look.

6

ON THE COVER

ON THE COVER



DREAM    PLANT    GROW    PICK    MAKE    BUY

Earthy 
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EARTHY PLEASURES

Live life  
in full  
bloom

PRETTY PEONIES
Understated, yet unashamedly theatrical 
at the same time, the always-beautiful 
peony is a modern garden must. It lives 
for years, blooms for months and boasts 
lush foliage all summer long. And it 
would be hard not to feel the sweetness 
of summer with a trio of Japanese 
peonies in peachy-pink hues on your 
windowsill, displayed alone but with 

gusto in a pure white bud vase each. If 
you’re growing some in your garden, cut 
the stems first thing in the morning when 
the buds are still tight. They’re tougher 
than they look, so should last at least a 
week. Their silky, scented petals are 
edible, so use them to decorate cakes 
and jazz up salads – float one in a glass 
of Prosecco for a stylish sundowner, too.

Mug shot
The current pandemic means we can’t  
all meet friends for coffee, but we’re 
getting used to Zoom-ing or FaceTiming 
them instead. Set a date and time, settle 
into your favourite garden chair in a  
quiet and tranquil spot (no traffic noise  
– hurrah!) with a cuppa in this apt mug 
and get chatting, screen-style. Ellie Ellie  
‘I Wish I Could Isolate with You’ mug,  
£13 notonthehighstreet.com
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➣

OCK OFF

hen you’re in need of a
orking-from-home break,
 just a break from your  
f-isolation buddies,  
 minutes of fresh air in this 
l recharge your batteries. 
lsa Rocking Garden Chair,
00 johnlewis.com

EEP CALM

sition this beacon of
m in a quiet corner
your garden to
d a much-needed
se of sanity. Large
ver Buddha, £35

eusefulshop.com

WELCOME HOME

If you’re an NHS hero or key worker, 
this cheery doormat will provide a 
hugely deserved warm welcome 
home. Floral Greeting Doormat,  
£38 anthropologie.com

PLANTER OF 

POSITIVITY

The new symbol of our 
times – the rainbow – 
combined with a pertinent 
message, makes for a feel
good (and good-looking) 
plant pot. Earth Rainbow 
Plant Pot with Seeds, £15 
notonthehighstreet.com

We  
LOVE  
this!
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3 WIND CHIMES FOR CHILLIN’

DOUBLE DUTY
This on-trend rattan number is perfect for
pre-dinner patio drinks, which we reckon 
are essential to our sanity right now. Ice 
Bucket Side Table, £99 next.co.uk

@
M

O
M

A
G

E
N

C
Y

INSTAGRAM 
INSPIRATION 
If you’re getting bored of staring at the same 
four walls, rearrange your houseplants for a 
whole new look. We’ve been inspired by the 
intriguing ideas at @momagency this month. 
Aussie-based Suzy Coassin is an Interior Plant 
Stylist (who knew there was such a job!) whose 
indoor styling ideas for plants will leave you 
wowed and motivated to give yours a radical 
revamp, or get online to purchase more  
stress-busting, mind-healing greenery. 

French beans   
Home-grown, freshly picked French beans are outrageously
delicious. Use them to whip up a tuna niçoise salad, as a side
dish to accompany baked salmon or simply drizzled with olive
oil, sea salt and lemon. Dwarf varieties (try ‘Masterpiece’, 
£2.25/100 seeds, sarahraven.com) can easily be grown in large
pots and don’t need supports. Sow 5cm deep and 10cm apart
in light soil, water and position in a warm, sheltered spot. Pick
the beans when they’re young and tender – and do pick them
all: if just one is left to overripen, the whole plant could become
dormant. Regular pickings will mean the plant grows more, so
you could still be enjoying your crop well into autumn.

WHAT 

O PLANT 

NOW
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SHELL STOPPER

With a beachy feel, this
beauty brings a sense 
of summer to your plot. 
Oyster Shell Wind Chime, 
£9.99 tkmaxx.co.uk

 BAMBOO 

TUNES

We love the 
pops of colour 
against natural 
bamboo on 
this handmade 
chime. Bamboo 
Multi-Coloured 
Wooden Wind 
Chime, £15.54 
paransense.com  OVER THE 

RAINBOW

This chime combines 
the sign of hope with 
easy-on-the-ear tones. 
Fair Trade Hand 
Made Glass Rainbow 
Wind Chime, £19.95 
etsy.com
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EARTHY PLEASURES

➣

A LITTLE  

OF WHAT  

YOU FANCY
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Covid-19 might have cancelled Wimbledon, but
it can’t veto the tournament’s traditional treat  
– strawberries and cream!

YOU WILL NEED

✽ 200g strawberries, hulled & quartered

✽ 600g double cream

✽ 200ml condensed milk

✽ 2 tsp vanilla extract

✽ 1 tsp caster sugar 

✽ Plastic or paper cups, approx H7cm,  
£5/50 amazon.co.uk

✽ Lollipop sticks (nisbets.co.uk, £1.90/24)

Makes 6
 
WHAT TO DO
1 Heat the strawberries in a saucepan and crush 
them as they begin to soften. Set aside to cool. 
2 In a bowl, beat together the other ingredients 
until the mixture has thickened. Gently swirl in 
the strawberries, but stop before you lose the 
red and white contrast.
3 Fill your paper cups with the mixture and 
freeze for an hour. 
4 Remove from the freezer and insert a lolly 
stick into the centre of each – the mix will be
frozen enough to keep the stick upright.
5 Return to the freezer until solid. Use scissors
to cut away the cup, and enjoy!

Strawberries & 

cream ice lollies

        MAKE IT!

 TIP No paper cups? Empty  

 yogurt pots work too 

HONEY,
M HOME!

deal for bees to
est and rest in, t

nsect house has
added bonus of
looking super
cute and colourf
your garden. Ho
Bee House, £22.
grahamandgreen.

BLOSSOM BULBS
Solar light bulbs are given a pretty update this 
season, by the simple but effective addition of 
micro flowers. These marvels come in a set of 
three, and there’s a string of them available, too. 
Solar Floral Bulbs, £18/3 next.co.uk

LOOM BOMB
omprising wildflower seeds 
 organic compost and 
egradable packaging, these 
arden grenades couldn’t 
e easier (or more fun!) to 
se – just soak and throw on a 
nny spot or pot and watch 
em grow. Pollinator Beebom 

eedbom, £3.95 kabloom.co.uk

BEE HAPPY
This fringed picnic blanket is easily the most stylish 
buy we’ve seen so far this summer. We love its pretty 
print, plus it features smart straps for easy carrying 
and a water-resistant backing. Bees Knitted Picnic 
Blanket, £36 sophieallport.com
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Quick
make!

Loo roll pots
Make use of your empty loo rolls by upcycling 
them into these mini biodegradable pots. 

MAKE THE POTS

✽ Make four snips, about 3cm long, in the 
bottom of the loo roll, at equal distances apart, 
leaving you with four flaps. Fold the flaps into 
and on top of each other to create a bottom, 
tucking them in so that they stay closed. 

FILL THEM WITH NEW PLANTS!

1 It’s easy to create new baby herb plants in 
these little pots – stick to rosemary, thyme, 
oregano, sage, marjoram and lavender. First, fill 
your pots with compost.
2 The night before, water your herb plant. The 
next day, snip off the top 7-8cm of a side shoot, 
cutting it at an angle just below where a leaf 
grows from the stem.
3 Stick the stem into your mini pot, firm the 
compost down and water.
4 Pop in a warm and sunny spot and keep the 
compost just moist. 

 TIP Write the name of the herb on

 your mini pot using a permanent pen

3 JAPANDI GARDEN BUYS
 PATIO ART

Clean lines, simplicity and 
elegance are key in the Japandi
trend, and this giraffe ticks
all the boxes. Grey Resin
Giraffe, H24cm, £8
dunelm.com

 COOL CARVINGS

The faceted surfaces on
these planters create a
multitude of mono shades.
Faceted Planters, £150/2
habitat.co.uk

 ON-TREND TABLE

Japan met Scandinavia and created this very cool 
minimalist table. Cozy Bay Verona Large Outdoor 
Table, 52cm, £199 swaggerhomefurnishings.co.uk

NIFTY NURSERY

There are some good things
that have emerged from the
current health crisis, one of
them being that more of us
are growing our own food.
This easy-on-the-eye mini
greenhouse is great for
growing herbs and salad
leaves, and because it can be
tucked neatly outside your
back door, you’ll have quick
and easy access to your
home-grown edibles while
you’re cooking. Timber Cream
GroZone Greenhouse,
H100cm, £69 dunelm.com

ENJOY  
3 ISSUES 
FOR £5!

CHEER UP A FRIEND 

Treat a friend or family member to our special  
stay-at-home subscription offer* of three issues of 
Modern Gardens, delivered to their door, for just £5, followed by 
a 6-monthly direct debit of £10 (digital) and £17.50 (print). Visit 
greatmagazines.co.uk/MG345 or call 01858 438884, quoting code SG20.

*T&Cs apply - see website. Cost from landlines for 01 numbers per minute are (approximate) 2p to 10p. Cost from mobiles per minute 
(approximate) 10p to 40p. Costs vary depending on the geographical location in the UK. You may get free calls to some numbers as part 
of your call package – please check with your phone provider. Order lines open 8am-9.30pm (Mon-Fri), 8am-4pm (Sat). UK orders only. 
Overseas? Phone +44 1858 438828. Calls may be monitored or recorded for training purposes. Offer closes 24 June 2020.



CANDY CRUSH 
The all-new colour combo of blazing yellow and zippy
turquoise is a guaranteed mood-lifter, and boy, do we
need that right now! This look works really well in small
spaces, such as a decking area or balcony, or create a
zone in a nook of your garden. Use monochrome as
a backdrop, to make your brights even zestier. 

SWEET SPOT

Copacabana Bench £215.50,

Labritja Rug £88, Garden
Nest of Tables £75.95 

maisonsdumonde.com

 TIP Other colours will dilute the impact of this   two-tone trend, so be strict with your choice  of accessories for the best effect 

Trend

alert!

 MAP OUT WITH 

MONOCHROME 

An eye-catching rug brings 
the look together and 
creates a zone. Monochrome 
Geometric Outdoor Rug, 
170cm, £69 limelace.co.uk

You can t get a sunnier
sentiment than this – in wo
as well as looks. Lemon Pr
Outdoor Scatter Cushion
£8 matalan.co.uk

CANDLE CAGE

ew black accessories will
w off those bright shades.
nberra Slatted Outdoor 

ntern, £26.99 lights4fun.co.uk

 STRING DUET

These chairs tick all 
the boxes – robust, 
UV-resistant, bright, 
comfy and on-trend. 
Belrue Garden Chair, 
£265.99/set of 2 
wayfair.co.uk

 NICE & NEAT

his folds up, making it 
deal for small spaces. 
Macadam Metal Folding 
Chair, £12 habitat.co.uk

 OROCCAN 

IC

 ld and add a 
 of Morocco to 

 k with this
  

  



£9.99/
15 garden-

ready plants£6.25/
5 seedlings£19.95/

20 seedlings

3  
amazing

RANTIAS

LOVE-IN-A-MIST 

With feathery foliage and 
pretty, soft pastel flowers,  
no-fuss ‘Persian Jewels’  
self-seeds for a great show 
every year. Height 60cm 
Spread 25cm. sarahraven.com 

CALIFORNIA POPPY  

Sun-loving, vivid tangerine 
flowers add a bright pop of 
colour all summer long. Snip 
off fading blooms for a repeat 
flourish. Height 45cm Spread 
20cm. sarahraven.com 

MEXICAN FLEABANE  

Masses of small, daisy-like, 
white and pink flowers bloom 
for up to nine months and 
readily grow new plants from 
seed. Height 30cm Spread 
1m. thompson-morgan.com

ANGELICA £5.99/9cm pot
This majestic giant bears huge, architectural
flower heads and fresh green seedpods held
on crimson-pink stems. But it’s the root you’ll
need to make your own botanical gin – find
the recipe at moderngardens.co.uk. It  

d  il   you’ll soon have extra 
   y 

  
  

‘HADSPEN

BLOOD’

£12.50/1.5-2L pot
If you want drama,
choose these sumpt
blood-red flowers he
on deep maroon stem
Grow in partial shade
like all astrantias, mul
keep moist. Height 9
45cm. burncoose.co.u

‘SHAGGY’ £9.99/9cm pot 
You’ll love these beautifully delicate, pincushion flowers 
with green-tipped white petals. Slugs hate them though,  
so they’re great next to your hostas! Height 45cm  
Spread 30cm. crocus.co.uk

‘ROMA’ £6.95/9cm pot
This perfectly pink variety
flowers longer than
most, often performing
into autumn with a
second flush of flowers.
A very on-trend plant! 
Height 60cm Spread 40cm. 
claireaustin-hardyplants.co.uk
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IN JUNE
Blooming lovely

Try our pick of the most beautiful plants you can buy now 

MAKE YOUR OW

Add a 
touch of 
ovelines

Three plants for nooks and crannies



ra

Grow your own mini
medicinal garden

EARTHY PLEASURES

PURPLE 

CONEFLOWER

£7.99/9cm pot 
Purple, daisy-like 
flowers with a large 
central cone. Make 
tea by brewing roots, 
leaves and flowers. 
Height 1.5m Spread 
45cm. crocus.co.uk

COMMON 

MARIGOLD

£3/9cm pot 
Vivid orange and 
yellow, daisy-like 
flowers with aromatic 
leaves. Make creams 
and oils from dried 
flower heads. Height 
45cm Spread 30cm. 
hettysherbs.co.uk

GOLDEN 

FEVERFEW

£3.50/9cm pot 
Golden yellow 
foliage with small 
daisy-like flowers. 
Use fresh leaves to 
make a tea. Height 
and Spread 30cm. 
hooksgreenherbs.com

GIVE IT A TRY

HERBAL 
REMEDY 
SUITCASE
Create an outdoor medicine box by 
popping these good-looking medicinal 
plants into an old suitcase. From tummy 
aches to headaches, they’ll help you deal 
with pesky everyday ailments. Do check 
your symptoms with your doctor first. 
And punch some drainage holes in the suitcase 
using a hammer and nail, too.
What are the plants? Immune-boosting purple 
coneflowers, skin-calming sunny marigolds 
and headache-easing golden feverfew provide 
the pretty backbone of your medicine box. 
Beautifully fragrant thyme and sage, both with 
antiseptic properties, alleviate coughs and sore 
throats. Skin-kind aloe vera heals burns and 
minor cuts and comfrey soothes painful bruises.
Where do they thrive? A sunny spot, where you 
can keep them well-watered and admired by all!



Trending
now

reating a one-person retreat 
unique to you, which will 
mprove your mood and  

lp you to feel happy

 TIP Zone off a section of your patio using pots 

 filled with tall flowers or shrubs, or fix some 

 faux foliage across a side or two of a pergola 



“Create a dedicated spot that’s
tailor-made to make you smile”
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EASY IDEAS

➣

H
aving a garden feels like a wonderful 
luxury at the moment, and we honestly 
don’t know how we’d manage without 
one. Our gardens are already the 

place where we escape to, where we can plant, 
plot and potter away and spirit our minds away 
from the current situation, relaxing in warming, 
restorative sunshine. But what if you had a 
special corner to sit in, especially designed to 
include elements scientifically proven to reduce 
stress levels, to improve your mood and to 
promote your happiness? A space unique  
to you, filled with things that make you smile?  
A happy oasis that will help you, personally,  
to get through these difficult times.

You don’t need to part with lots of money  
or energy to achieve this sanity-saving project.  

HAPPY 
PLACE

Create your

Commandeer a corner of your garden and turn it into a 
MOOD-BOOSTING RETREAT filled with elements 

proven to make you FEEL MORE POSITIVE

It will take a couple of hours of working out what 
makes you happy, though – such as which 
colours subconsciously please you, what makes 
you feel secure and what items give you a sense 
of self. And then it’s simply a matter of spending 
an afternoon using this new-found knowledge, 
along with the universal elements that scientists 
have found boost happiness levels, to create an 
individual seating area just for you. And all of 
this is simple to achieve using stuff you’ve 
already got in your garden or can order online.

THE SCIENCE BIT
Simply being outdoors in your garden during 
daylight hours is already making you feel 
happier, less stressed and more creative. 
According to a report by Quora (a question 
and answer website) on forbes.com, it can also
improve short-term memory and focus, reduce
inflammation, lower blood pressure, fight
anxiety and depression, and – all-important
right now – boost your immune system.

While that’s a great place to start from, to
get maximum benefits, you need to create
a dedicated spot that’s tailor-made to make
you happy. And don’t feel you need to share!
Make room for just one, or two at a squeeze.

Get selfish about how you’ll style it, too. 
Scientists have identified various elements that 
impact your mood, but if you’re to make a space 
that has a noticeable mood boost, it’s important 
to discover the unique way each one works best 
for you. Everyone is different, so what might 
work for you won’t be quite right for others.  
Let’s be clear here: this project isn’t about 
creating an Insta-worthy space that will win 
everyone else’s approval – throw the rule book 
out of the window, follow your whims however 
crazy they might seem, and do whatever you 
intrinsically feel is right. The only person you 
need to please here is you.

We’re not used to being so self-focused, 
especially when it comes to creating shared 
living spaces such as our gardens, but do think 
only of yourself when you’re making your happy
place. A study by happyify.com suggests that
there’s a new way to understand happiness.
‘Positive psychology’ is all about accepting the
negatives and taking proactive steps that will
boost your optimism, increase resilience and
help you to live a happy life. And making a
special spot in your garden is a great proactive
step to achieve happiness – not just now, but for
the long-term, too.

A study by the University of Bristol
found that bacteria commonly found
in soil produces similar effects to
antidepressant drugs. This friendly
bacteria, Mycobacterium vaccae,
activates serotonin, otherwise known as
the happiness hormone, and getting your
hands a bit dirty potting or planting up
flowers will allow it to get into your
bloodstream. So, you don’t need green
fingers to have a fabulous modern
garden, but a few dirty ones are okay!

Think positive
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“Exposure to sunlight boosts
your levels of happy hormones” 

J U N E 2 0 2 0

A SENSE OF SAFETY

Your first step is to decide where to position 
your happy place. Feeling safe is a prerequisite 
for feeling happy, so siting your seating area in  
a spot that subconsciously helps you to feel 
secure is a must. Lots of us prefer to have a wall
behind us. Do you always pick the chair in a
restaurant or café with its back to the wall? Then
you like the feeling of being enclosed and
protected, so site your happy place up against a
fence, or perhaps you’d like a chair nestled into
a nook of your summerhouse. Choosing a
corner, an arbour or adding a screen to enclose
your space further will heighten your sense of
contentment. For some, being enclosed like this
will feel too claustrophobic. They feel happiest
with space all around them, where they’re free
to choose which direction they go in. If that’s
you, then a more open spot would be better.

Think, too, about the view from your happy
place. Some people feel calmer when they have
the entrance to a space within view, so they’re
always aware of who and what else is also there.
Others feel more content when their view is
restricted and they’re not distracted by
everything else that’s happening around them.

Consider, too, which part of your plot basks
in early-morning sun. It’s long been proven that
exposure to sunlight boosts your serotonin, or
happy hormone, levels. Positioning your happy
haven in a spot that catches the sun first thing
means that you can benefit from this feel-good
surge at the start of your day, as you enjoy a cup
of tea or coffee. Plus, it’ll be comfortably shaded
later on in the hottest part of the day.

 

SIMPLE SEATING

Once you’ve decided where your happy place
will be, move a chair or bench into position. The
seating you choose will reflect how you think
you’ll use your unique space. If you envisage
that this is somewhere you might spend an hour
or two reading, then comfort will be a priority.
But if you see yourself popping out for a quiet
moment a few times a day, then a simple bench
– or even an upturned crate – will do the job.
Spend a few minutes fine-tuning its position
and angle – you’ll know when you’ve got it right
as it will feel more comfortable.

MOOD-BOOSTING COLOURS

The next step is to add colour. Over many
decades, a myriad of experts has proved that
colour influences how we feel and act. But the
latest studies show these effects are subject to
personal, cultural and situational factors. So,
there’s no one-tone-fits-all answer here. You’ll
naturally be drawn to tones that make you feel
happy, so act on your first impulse and don’t
overthink it. Blue is a calming colour that can
make you feel centred, relaxed and serene.
Yellow reflects the colour of the sun and can
leave you with an uplifting feeling of liveliness.
Orange encourages bursts of energy and
enthusiasm. Green is the colour of nature and
balances your mind and body, helping to settle
nervousness and anxiety. And pink can have
both a calming and uplifting effect and help
relieve feelings of anger.

Add a splash of colour to your happy haven

1 Swing and dream on
the Lilia French Style
Hanging Love Seat, £185 thegreywor
2 Colour your way happy with the Fid
Cover, £14.99 wayfair.co.uk
3 Identify who’s singing with the UK
recognition app, £4.99 warblr.co.uk
4 Listen to upbeat tunes with the Ana
Bluetooth Speaker, £115 johnlewis.com
5 Add a reassuring glow with the Solvinden LE
Solar-Powered Globe Flower Lamp, £9 ikea.co
6 Trigger holiday memories with Moving Flam
Moroccan Solar Fairy Lights, £26.99 lights4fu
7 Feel uplifted with a textured Arizona Blanket
£24 trouva.com

quick coat of paint. You’ve probably already got 
lots of flowers and accessories in your feel-good 
hue, so a hunt around the house and garden 
should deliver a haul of goodies to rehome. 

TOUCHY-FEELY TEXTURES 
A study has found that when we’re in a negative 
frame of mind, we crave tactile textures. This is 
a basic response to keep us safe in times of 
threat: once upon a time, this instinct would 
have helped our ancestors to survive, with 
juveniles seeking out the reassuring texture of 
their parents’ coats when faced with danger. 
And now, touching something soft makes us 
feel less anxious, incurring a happy emotional 
response. For best results, add this touch-me 
softness using natural materials. The long, 
almost furry leaves of evergreen plant lamb’s ear 
feel lovely between finger and thumb, and a pot 
of this needs next-to-no looking after, so it’s a 
must-have in your happy space. Old woman is 
an evergreen with soothingly soft leaves, or try 
silver sage for its welcoming woolly foliage. Add 
a woollen or tasselled throw, too, or anything 
edged with pleasant-to-touch pom-poms. 

If any of these items evoke memories of a 
time when you felt happy, all the better. Perhaps 
a blanket will remind you of your childhood bed, 
or tall grasses may evoke a long-ago memory of 
walking through sandy dunes on a beach. 
 

MEANINGFUL MEMORIES 

Just as you tend to display items from special 
events or photos of family members in your 
h use to bring feelings of love and happiness  

 the fore, it’s good to add some memory 
ompts to your outside space, too. Planting 
me of your beloved Nana’s favourite flowers 
 a pot will bring a smile every time you see 
em. Find a few outdoor-proof knick-knacks 
om a holiday destination that inspire happy 
oughts of the fun you had in that place
Include memories yet to     
nt for items to add to you      
ur dream to live by the se

few coastal accessories a

2

1

3

4

5

6

7

7 buys  
to increase 

your sense of 
happiness



EASY IDEAS

➣

aspire to a positive future, too, using a 
chalkboard pen to write them on pieces of slate 
or wooden board painted with blackboard paint.

A SENSE OF SELF
Combining past and future memories in this 
way will reinforce your sense of self, which will 
help you to feel more stable in these turbulent 
times. You can compound this with what you 
choose to do in your happy place, too. Try 
reading your favourite book from childhood, or 
call an old school friend you haven’t spoken to 
for ages. Then sketch out a plan for your next 
garden project, or make a bucket list of 
everything you’re going to do once life is 
heading back to normal.

Another way to restore this feeling of you is 
to simply do something nice for yourself in your 
happy place. Treat yourself to an at-home, 
in-garden mani-pedi (and the garden-inspired 
Double Bough Print Manicure Set, £16, 
wildandwolf.co.uk). Read Modern Gardens. 
Enjoy a cuppa or a glass of something cold. The 
key is to absorb the feel-good elements around 
you and feel occupied but idle. And if you find
yourself feeling that you should be doing
something more useful, then think again.
Rebrand spending this restorative time in your
garden sanctuary as ‘contenting’ and you’ll feel
a whole lot better about it!

Deep 
thinker
Position your arbour or bench 
in a corner where you can watch
the gentle goings-on of garden
life. Choose pale paint shades
and pastel-hued plants that
won’t distract you from your
thoughts. See more of Cherry’s
garden @dickson_vintage

A little  
bit of  

heaven

GOOD NEWS!

Colourful
personality
You need lots of stimulus in 
your life, so boost your mood 
with an area that’s full of 
bright blooms, vibrant tones 
and lots of mix-and-match 
textures and patterns.
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Big dreamer
If you’re always thinking ahead, give your whirring brain a
much-needed rest by creating a romantic, other-worldly
escape that will stream your daydream towards a more positive
future. White Metal Garden Bench £149, Aged Stone Effect
Outdoor Chess Piece Ornaments £75 each, Large Metallic
Effect Hare Statue, £49. All from kaleidoscope.co.uk

 Holiday queen
If your happiest memories stem from holiday moments in hot 
climes, use these to inspire your happy place. Paint a wall with 
white paint, add a lounger, terracotta pots, seaside textures and 
vacation motifs to remind you of fun times in far-flung places. 
See more Ibiza garden inspiration @ibizarstil.

Restless wanderer
If you yearn for overseas adventures and feel frustrated by the
current need to stay home, expand your focus to the horizon instead.
Position your chair where you can watch the sun set, and make it a
ritual to take 15 minutes every evening to sit and dream of future
escapes. Rattan Charcoal Bistro Chair, £15 dunelm.com

  Home bird
If you love nothing more than to curl up on the sofa and take a rest 
from the hectic world all around you, recreate those interior comforts 
outside. Textures will be especially important to you, so add an 
outdoor rug and soft throws as well as a comfy chair. Oh, and a cuppa 
and some nibbles just within reach, too! Follow @gozdee81 to see 
more of this fab look.
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 TIP Pallet seating is super-quick, easy,  cheap and adds a chilled-out vibe 

Simply 
stylish

Time to 
unwind
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EASY IDEAS

See it, do it!
Studies show that we continually try
to detect patterns in our environment
because it makes learning easier, and
the shape of a word prompts us to
involuntarily do whatever it says. Add
a positive and instructive sign to your
happy place and it will instantly improve
your mood as your brain responds.

Chill LED Sign,
£15 argos.com

Rose Gold
LED
Letterbox,
£14.99
beautify.co.uk

Sit Relax Enjoy Metal Wall Art, £20.26
RefinedInspirations on etsy.com

Be Calm Word
Ornament, £10
dunelm.com

Wire Words Shed Sign, £30 by Greyfox
Design from notonthehighstreet.com

Quiet customer
If you crave silence and feel most content in an 
enclosed place away from prying eyes, seek out a 
peaceful, shady nook in a corner of your garden. 
And ban everyone from joining you in your retreat! 
Churchgate Directors Chair, £30 dunelm.com 
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Simple
soul
Some of us feel calmer in more
ordered, sparser spaces, so
if you feel overwhelmed by
life right now and can’t stop
overthinking, create a
pared-down seating area
where you can sit and simply
be still. Clear doesn’t have to
mean boring though, so use
colour and texture to bring
contentment without clutter.
Fence painted in Superdec
Bleached Rose, Sandbank and
Gingerbread. Bench painted
in Superdec Sharon Fruit. All
£34/2.5L sadolin.co.uk

 

 
 

GOOD IDEA!
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D Want 
beautiful 

hydrangeas in 
your garden?  
Turn to p24

BOX HEDGING

zones an area for
dining close to
the house.

This multi-leve
was in need of

BEFORE

LOW LEVEL

retaining walls are
clad in grey
multi-slate and
sandstone coping
for a modern finish.

GOOD IDEA! 

A screen of evergreen 
yew hedging hides the 

shed from view



Find 
a parasol 
perfect for 
your patio. 

See p30

WITH A SOFA,

cushions and
cantilevered parasol
from the Cane Furniture
Warehouse, the upper
patio is the perfect
spot for relaxing in the
afternoon sun.

“We turned our shady
sloping plot into a

²

Helen and James Withers’ Essex garden has been
transformed with DEFINED ZONES on different levels

READER

GARDEN

Makeover

READER GARDEN

²
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OUR BUDGET

Excavations £6,000

Hard landscaping (building of steps,
terraces, paving etc) £35,000

Lawns £1,500

Plants £3,000

TOTAL: £45,500

HOW LONG IT TOOK

Excavations 1 week

Hard landscaping 5 weeks

Planting 1 week

TOTAL: 7 WEEKS

OUR GARDEN
PL AN

LOCATION

Danbury, Essex

THE LOOK

Modern, multi-layered space

SITE & SOIL

Size 225m2 Faces North east Soil Clay

Sean Butler and team Cube 1994
transformed the garden in seven weeks

“We often sit outside talking
until the sun goes down”

W
hen Helen and James Withers 
moved into their home in 
Danbury, Essex, their garden  
was a far cry from the stylish  

multi-layered space it is today. Returning from 
living in Singapore, they were met with a 
gloomy, shady, sloping plot. “The garden was 
very uninviting, not practical or welcoming at 
all,” remembers Helen. “We wanted a fun and 
sociable living space!” Luckily, help was close at 
hand, with garden design company Cube 1994 
Ltd also located in the historic village.

When MD and designer Sean Butler visited
the site, he could see why Helen and James
were so keen to redesign it. “The garden was on
two levels – the lower level was dark and
uninspiring, with a dividing wall between it and

the upper sloping lawn area. And there were no
plants!” he explains. With the garden facing 
north east, sunshine hours in the plot were 
limited, and making the most of the light was
very much part of the brief. “Our clients wanted
to create a friendly, welcoming and social space
with an area for dining close to the house and
one for relaxing in the afternoon sun,” says Sean.

TALL ORDER
Maximising sunshine wasn’t the only challenge
for the Cube team. The site sloped steeply, and
finding a way to make all the space useable was
the main driver behind the design. Rather than
keeping the plot on two levels, further layers of
height were introduced. “We created a mid-way
patio to act as a transition area between the
upper and lower parts of the garden,” explains
Sean. “The existing wall was opened up and
steps added up onto this mid-way terrace.
A further set of steps was then incorporated to
take you onto the path that leads to the upper
patio area. This created a journey through the
garden. The existing steps on the lower patio
area were also widened to provide an alternative
entrance onto the lawn area.”

The added layers made the gradient of the
steps much more user-friendly. “Easy access up
and down to the garden's variable seating areas
maximised its use for all the family and for
entertaining at different times of the day,” says
Sean. To unify the garden, all the retaining walls
were clad in grey slate, creating texture and
adding to the modern style.

Creating these terraced layers involved
shifting a whopping 56 tonnes of earth. Like
most gardens in this region of England, the soil
is clay, so composted green waste was added to
improve its structure and drainage. Access
during the build could have been a big problem

but, as luck would have it, the couple’s
neighbours were mid-demolition and so the 
Cube team were able to take machinery and 
materials through their garden. Reusing as much
of the existing garden also made the logistics 
easier. “We recycled the old paving by crushing 
the concrete on site. This was used as the 
sub-base for the new paving,” says Sean.

BLURRING THE EDGES
With the mammoth task of the build completed
in just six weeks, it was time to add the plants. 
“The planting style is soft and relaxed with 
echoes of purples, blues, lilacs and lavenders 
with dashes of white. The planting palette 
complements the grey, smooth-sawn modern 
sandstone,” Sean says. 

Box hedging brought essential curves to the 
neat hard lines of the design. “We’ve used it to 
define areas and hide retaining walls, to create  
a soft finish,” says Sean. “We also softened the 

AN OUTDOOR RUG 

marks the spot for 
morning coffee.

A SOLID PATH

of grey sawn sandstone
connects the dining area
to the upper patio.

Time to 

nwind
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large wooden fence by fixing stainless steel
wires with tensioners, and planted an evergreen
star jasmine to be trained over it. This will act as
a heavily scented backdrop that will provide
green cover throughout the winter too.”

Borders around the distinct zones have been 
created using plants that are repeated 
throughout the garden. Golden ornamental 
Mexican feather grass moves in the breeze, 
while wonderfully upright and iridescent Salvia 
nemorosa ‘Caradonna’ contrasts with the white 
curves of Agapanthus africanus ‘Albus’.

LIGHT AND BRIGHT

Top billing in the list of blooms has to go to the 
array of fabulous hydrangeas, with ‘Leuchtfeuer’ 
chosen for its incredible pink tones. “Having 
lived in Asia where I always liked the colourful 
gardens, I knew I wanted to incorporate this in 
our outdoor living space,” says Helen. “We love 
the hydrangeas in full bloom.” 

A simple irrigation system makes light work  
of keeping the plants happy. “We’re not good 
gardeners,” laughs Helen.

Lighting was important too, to safely 
illuminate all those steps and ensure this outside 
living space could be used on dark evenings as 
well as during the day. The lighting system was 
incorporated in the design from the start.  
“The lighting makes the most of each space, 
with subtle warm white LEDs placed 
strategically around the garden and embedded 
in the many steps,” says Sean.

A SPACE TO LIVE IN

Since the build was finished in April last year, 
Helen has been busy shopping. Colourful bean 

bags, cushions and soft furnishings in bright
colours, and candles in large lanterns, have
brought the transformed garden to life. And
although this was a big-budget redesign, the
accessories Helen has sourced to adorn it are 
more affordable, with lanterns and candles 
bought from Ikea and Home Bargains, cushions 
from Dunelm and a table and chair set from 
Homebase. “So we can enjoy the garden all year 
round, we purchased a firepit too. It encourages 
us into the garden more, even in the cooler 
months, to toast marshmallows,” adds Helen.

“The garden has made the summer months
so much more enjoyable,” Helen continues.
“It has given us much more space and is an
extension of the house. I love the sofa seating
area where I like to relax and read a book. And 
we socialise at home now, rather than going out. 
We had a brilliant party last summer with our 
friends and have had many family birthday 
parties too. We like to eat outside and will often 
sit outdoors talking until the sun goes down.”

 TIP Use citronella candles to create a  soothing ambience, as well as  repel bugs, as dusk descends 

GET
THE

LOOK!
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2

3

4

1

5

1 Barkweave Cushion, £5 dunelm.com
2 Mansour Grey Outdoor Rug,  
£73.99 wayfair.co.uk
3 LAGRAD Lantern, £15 ikea.com 
4 Charles Bentley Rattan Bali Tea For Two Set, £175 homebase.co.uk
5 Classic Beanbag, £49.99 beanbagbazaar.co.uk

Mex ather grass

PICK A FAVOURITE
PLANT and colour-match soft

furnishings and garden decor to it.

SWAP A STRAIGHT
PATH for a right-angled one to
create a sense of journeying from
one part of the garden to another.

 UPDATE A DULL 
FENCE to look good all year 

round with steel wires and 
evergreen star jasmine.

SMART IDEAS 

TO STEAL
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H
ydrangeas are the burlesque dancers
of the plant kingdom: they’re
sumptuous show-offs and somehow
pull off the feat of simultaneously

appearing both stylishly timeless and amazingly
modern. They can be lavishly colourful, in rich
shades of pink, purple and blue, but also softly
feminine, washed with antique tints of taupe
and green. It’s as if they come with their own
nostalgic Instagram filter, and they will give your
garden an injection of throwback vintage style,
while bringing it bang up to date, too, like in
Helen and James’ plot, see p20.

And it’s no surprise that hydrangeas are a big
trend this summer. There’s currently a ragingly
popular home trend for puffed velvet fabrics
and broderie anglaise; and a hydrangea is like
a mash-up of both these luxe fabrics. Each
plant is a Liberty print of deep colour and
bold shapes, with large and smooth, slightly
succulent deep green leaves and vivid flowers.
But different varieties mean you can choose just
the effect you want in your garden. Mophead

hydrangeas are grand and demand attention,
whereas delicate lace-cap hydrangeas quietly
bloom in layers of applique lace petals. Oak-
leaf hydrangeas have decorative jagged leaves
reminiscent of bold mid-century design,
whereas a climbing hydrangea will decorate an
outdoor wall like a statement wallpaper. Be in
no doubt: you need a modern hydrangea in
your outside space!

PLANT ONE NOW
June is a great time to plant hydrangeas, and
they’re just about to bloom, so you won’t
have to wait long to enjoy the show. First,
small florets appear at the tips of the stems,
gradually exploding into large round flowers
like a firework in slow motion. The blooms are
bright all through late summer and will gradually
take on mottled pink or green tints as autumn
approaches. In late autumn and winter, they dry
to a taupe colour, often with splashes of their
original hue, when you can pick the dried heads
and use them to make a modern festive wreath.

This summer is all about these bold,
BRIGHT AND BLOUSY blooms

HEAVEN

How to keep hydrangeas happy
All hydrangeas need water – the ‘hydra’ 
part of their name is a good way to 
remember they always need hydration, 
especially if they are growing in a sunny 
spot. You can plant them in direct sun so 
long as the soil doesn’t dry out, but their 
perfect place is in light shade, perhaps in 
the dappled light below trees or next to  
a north-facing wall. 

If the soil in your garden is dry and 
stony, then choose a shady spot and add 
plenty of compost to the soil in spring 
and autumn, which acts like a sponge, 
helping the soil retain moisture. 

Once planted, they will look after 
themselves, though it’s a good idea 
to pour on a full watering can every 
week in the summer during their first 
year planted in your garden. Put your 
secateurs away and leave them to grow 
into their natural shape. Other than 
cutting off the dead flowers in early 
spring, pruning at the wrong time will 
stop them from flowering. This means 
that it’s a good idea to choose varieties 
that won’t outgrow their space, and there 
are lots of smaller varieties that don’t 
grow over 1m tall.

Hydrangea



5best blooms
for your

modern garden
✽ ‘Little Honey’ 
This new oak-leaved 
hydrangea has pretty 
white flowers and 
leaves that emerge 
golden and age to 
green, then change 
to dramatic shades 
of red and pink in 
autumn. Height and 
Spread 1.2m. £19.99/2L 
pot crocus.co.uk 

✽ ‘Annabelle’
The quintessential 
showy hydrangea, 
with creamy-white, 
puff-ball flowers. It 
will light up the back 
of a border in late 
summer. Height and 
Spread 2.5m. £16.99/2L 
pot crocus.co.uk 

✽ ‘Ayesha’
These unusual pale 
mauve flowers 
have curved edges, 
giving them a cute, 
chunky appearance. 
Height and Spread 
1.5m. £14.39/9cm pot 
thompson-morgan.com

✽ ‘Miss Saori’ 
An RHS Chelsea 
Flower Show Plant of 
the Year winner, with 
layers of pink-edged 
picotee petals on 
the multitude of 
blooms. Height and 
Spread 1m. £19.99/2L 
pot crocus.co.uk

✽ ‘Lanarth White’ 
A pretty lacecap 
with larger than 
average flowers.
It’s more tolerant of
exposed and sunny
conditions. Height
and Spread 1.2m.
£14.50/2-3L pot
burncoose.co.uk
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 TIP Give newly planted hydrangeas  lots of water – if the leaves have  any crispy edges, your plant is thirsty! 

WE  
LOVE 

UMMER



What suits your plot?
 SHOWSTOPPER BLOOMS 

The largest shrubs are often varieties of 
Hydrangea arborescens – the name literally 
means the ‘tree-like hydrangea’ – which grow 
to over 2m tall. And we’re sure you’ve seen the 
most popular of this variety ‘Annabelle’, with its 
huge creamy-white flowers that form almost 
football-sized lollipops of petals. There is an 
even bigger-flowering form called ‘Incrediball’ 

(Height and Spread 1.5m, £89.99/12L pot, 
crocus.co.uk), which has slightly sturdier stems
so the flowers stay upright rather than arching
downwards. These large hydrangeas make 
hedges or statement plants for the edge of a
patio or path. If you have a sloping garden, try
planting one on either side of a set of steps to
make a grand entrance.
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 UNABASHED 
GLAMOUR
The connoisseur’s choice is the finely formed
lacecap hydrangea, which has tight rosettes of
deeply coloured, tiny flowers making a central
pincushion surrounded by a ring of starry
blossoms. There are many different hydrangea
species that have this type of flower, but the
most beautiful and easy to grow ones include
‘Veitchii’, which has a soft lavender centre
surrounded by pink florets, or ‘Jogasaki’ with
its beautifully blue-tinted petals. 

Sargent hydrangea is a large shrub with
huge flowers of mauve-blue surrounded by
a sprinkling of white or pale pink petals. It has
gorgeously textured leaves that are bristly on
the top and downy on the undersides, giving
this plant a slightly exotic look. This is the
hydrangea to grow if you like big plants and
a jungly look in your garden.

POTTED DELIGHT
If the size of most shrubby hydrangeas rules 
them out, at the other end of the spectrum 
there are dwarf hydrangeas. ‘Little Spooky’ is a 
perfect miniature version of creamy-flowered 
‘Annabelle’, growing to just 50cm tall and ideal 
for a pot. The ‘Bela Collection’ has both blue 
and pink forms, which grow to only 60cm tall 
and a metre wide. These petite hydrangeas will 
fit into almost any outdoor space. 

VINTAGE
ELEGANCE
For a slightly more dainty look, Hydrangea 
paniculata has elongated and graceful  
cone-shaped flower heads. The colours are 
softer and creamier, including the gorgeous 
pale green-tinted ‘Limelight’ and ‘Little Lime’. 
Pink-blushed ‘Vanille Fraise’ is like a cone of 
soft-scoop ice cream drizzled in strawberry 
sauce; a delicious treat for your eyes. They look 
pretty teamed with low-growing, shade-loving 
plants such as ferns, Solomon’s seal and white 
Japanese anemones, which together will create 
a calm woodland look.

Plant

heaven

 
    

 
 

 
   

 
a



 GLORIOUS
COLOUR
The classic mophead is the
slightly shorter Hydrangea
macrophylla, which has softly
domed flowers and the most
colour variations. This is the
hydrangea to grow for the
deepest blue blooms, though there
are varieties in purple, pink and white,
too. Some are truly psychedelic, such
as the hot pink, mauve and green ‘Glam
Rock’, the deep purple ‘Dark Angel Purple’ or
lime-green and pink ‘Green Delight’. If you want
unabashed colour in your garden, these are
the hydrangeas to choose. They are so bright,
they are best grown as statement plants in a
container, where they can form a focal point.

➣
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 CLIMBING BEAUTY
A few hydrangeas also climb, the best  
known of which is Hydrangea petiolaris. It’s 
low-maintenance and although it can be slow to 
get going, after a few years it will clothe a shady 
wall or fence in large but delicate, creamy white 
flowers. It can be trained to stay narrow along a 
wall, so it doesn’t take up much space.
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Live life 
in full 
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How to plant

Why do they
change colour?
Most hydrangea flowers change colour
through the summer, developing tints of 
green, pink or purple as they age, 
sometimes in tiny flecks or sometimes in 
bigger splashes. This is a natural part of 
how the flowers age and part of what
makes them beautiful and fascinating.

Blue hydrangeas have an extra trait.
Depending on the soil they are planted 
in, they may turn pink or purple. This
happens where the soil is alkaline –
something that’s easy to spot if you have 
lumps of chalk or limestone in your soil.
Acidic soils, which are often heavier and 
stickier like clay, keep the flowers blue.

If you want to maintain the blue hue
but your soil is alkaline, grow your 
hydrangea in a pot of ericaceous (acidic) 
compost. If you have hard water, then
watering the pot with tap water will
gradually make it alkaline, so use  
rainwater from a butt if you can. If that’s 
too much hassle, then add a sprinkling
of Westland Hydrangea Colourant
(£4.50, homebase.co.uk) to the surface  
of the soil every spring to help keep the 
shrub sparklingly blue.
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IN A POT
✽ Choose a pot that’s one or two sizes larger 
than the container your new hydrangea came 
in. Add a 5cm layer of broken pottery or broken 
up polystyrene to the pot base to prevent the 
drainage holes becoming blocked. Fill the pot 
halfway with multi-purpose (for pink and white 
varieties) or peat-free ericaceous compost 
(for blue varieties – try Melcourt Sylvagrow, 
£16.99/50L, thegardensuperstore.co.uk). 
✽ Make a hole in the compost, take the 
hydrangea out of its container and pop it into 
its new pot. Fill the sides of the pot with more 
compost and firm it down with your fingers to 
make sure it’s packed in tightly. The point where 
the stems emerge from the compost should be  

5cm below the rim of the pot to allow water to 
pool as it’s poured on. 
✽ Water in well and every day in summer – or 
twice a day if the weather is hot and dry.
✽ Every two years, move your hydrangea into  
a slightly larger pot.

IN THE GROUND
✽ Dig a hole the same depth as the container 
the hydrangea came in, and twice as wide.
✽ Place the plant in the hole and fill up with 
compost, firming it in well with your hands.
✽ Pour on a full watering can of water.
✽ Spread a 10cm thick layer of ericaceous 
compost over the surface of the soil in a circle 
around the hydrangea to help keep moisture in.

Make summer last for longer
It only takes a couple of weeks to dry 
hydrangea blooms, and they’ll last for up 
to a year. Use a clutch to create a bountiful 
wreath, suspend individual blooms on strings 
of barely-there fishing line, stand a stem in a 
bottle for a near-instant table centrepiece or 
spray with metallic copper or bronze paint 
for stylish Christmas decorations.
✽ After a few dry days, cut a handful of 
blooms with long stems. Choose flower 
heads that are just about to go past their 
best as these will dry more rapidly – rub 
a petal between your finger and thumb, 
and if it feels papery rather than juicy, 
then it’s perfect. Wait for any morning 
dew to evaporate before cutting.
✽ Holding the stem just below the flower 

head, run your hand down the stem to 
remove all the leaves.
✽ Tie a length of twine in a dry, airy  
spot out of direct sunlight. Your shed  
or summerhouse is perfect if you’ve got 
the door and windows open regularly.
✽ Peg your blooms upside down along the 
twine, making sure that the flower heads 
don’t touch each other.
✽ Check your blooms after a week or so 
and turn them around so all sides get a 
chance to dry evenly. After a couple of 
weeks, they should be dry. 
✽ You can also dry hydrangeas by simply 
standing two or three blooms in a vase 
and forgetting about them! As the water 
evaporates, the flowers will gradually dry.
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C
ompact ‘Boulevard’ Clematis

produce a torrent of bright, star-

shaped blooms for 6 months every

year! Expertly bred for their compact 

habit and precocious fl owering nature,

you’ll get massive colour impact from 

limited space. Perfect for small spaces 

in pots or containers, they will enliven 

any terraced garden, patio, balcony 

or conservatory throughout summer. 

Supplied in 4 spectacular colours, as 

10.5cm specimens.

Boulevard PATIO Clematis - 
THE perfect varieties for pots

Supplied nursery fresh -  just 
about to burst in to colour!

For 6 months of fl ower –
each year

Bred by Chelsea Flower Show 
Gold Medal Winner Raymond 
Evison

Grow to just 4ft tall, totally 
winter hardy and guaranteed 
for life!

Compact ‘Boulevard’
Patio Clematis

Established Plants in 10.5cm Pots
JUST £9.99 EACH - 

OR BUY ANY 2 & GET 1 FREE!

PATIO CLEMATIS

FROM JUST

£6.66

WHEN YOU 
BUY ANY 3

EACH

SAVE £9.99!
Nubia

“ Blooming Brilliant! ‘Boulevard Patio Clematis’…
Compact ‘Flower-Towers’ Lasting 6 Months Each Year

BUY 2 AND GET 1 FREE – But Only Whilst Stocks Last! ”

TOTALLY
WINTER
HARDY

SMOTHERED 
IN BLOOMS 

THROUGHOUT 
SUMMER!

AD
CODE MG145

YOUR PAYMENT DETAILS I enclose a cheque/Postal Order payable to
YouGarden (name & address on back) for £

Or charge my Visa / Mastercard / Maestro card:
Card Issue
No. No.
Start Exp
Date Date
DELIVERY DETAILS
Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss Initial Surname

Address

Postcode

Email

Tel

PLEASE SEND TO: Offer MG145, YouGarden, PO Box 637,
Wetherby Road, York YO26 0DQ

YOUR ORDER DETAILS
Item Description Price Qty Subtotal

BUY ANY 3 – SAVE £9.99! Make your choices below £19.98

550166 Boulevard Clematis ‘Nubia’ - bright red £9.99

550165 Boulevard Clematis ‘Confetti’ bright pink £9.99

550167 Boulevard Clematis ‘Olympia’ - deep blue £9.99

550169 Boulevard Clematis ‘Samaritan Jo’ - purple - edged white £9.99

These special offers go perfectly with your Boulevard Clematis Plants Collection
100076 Clematis Feed 900g Pouch £6.99

JOIN THE YOUGARDEN CLUB - Get £20.00 FREE vouchers & SAVE 10% on EVERY ITEM you order!
820005 Renewal Subscription Membership*: SAVE £15.00! £5.00
820001 1 Year Membership: SAVE £10.00! £10.00
DON’T FORGET: Deduct 10% (10p in every £1) if you joined the YouGarden Club:

Add PP&I £6.99

TOTAL ORDER
VALUE

*We’ll automatically renew your membership every year, so you can keep saving AND the price will
NEVER go up... GUARANTEED! Full details at YouGarden.com/Club. Orders dispatched within 7 days.
Delivery to UK only and a £6.00 surcharge will apply to the following postcode areas: AB, BT, DD8 11,
GY, HS, IM, IV, JE, KA27 28, KW, PA20 80, PH19 50, TR21 25 & ZE. Offer subject to availability and in
the event that this offer is oversubscribed, we reserve the right to send suitable substitutes. Images
show mature plants. See website for full product details and T&Cs.

LESS THAN £7 PER PLANT!

OR
Confetti

Olympia

Offer available while stocks last. © YouGarden 2020

EXTRA BO

NEW!
Clematis Feed -

900g Pouch
More fl owers, brighter blooms
and strong, healthy growth. Ric
in natural nutrients for prolific
fl owering and vigorous growth.
Extended release – keeps on
feeding. Great for other climber
such as honeysuckle. Supplied
in a resealable, 900g pack.

ITEM CODE 100026

ONLY £6.99!

If you do not wish to receive catalogues & offers from us, 
please tick here [  ].
We think you’d enjoy some of the latest products and selected 
offers by post from other trusted retailers, charities, fi nance, 
travel, FMCG and utility companies. If you do not wish to receive 
these, please tick here [  ]. Full details at YouGarden.com/Privacy.
© YouGarden 2020.

1 If you’re not totally happy with your order, re
within 30 days and we’ll replace or refund in f

2 Should any hardy plants fail to
thrive thereafter, we will replace
free of charge. You just pay the P&P.

Peter McDermott,
Head Gardener

My DOUBLE GUARANTEE to you!

0844 502 0050 www.YouGarden.com/MG145USE CODE

MG145

or by post using coupon below to: Offer MG145 YouGarden, PO Box 637, Wetherby Road, York YO26 0DQ
Calls cost 5p per min plus your network’s access charge.3 EASY WAYS

TO ORDER NOW!
IMPORTANT – DUE TO VERY HIGH DEMAND PLEASE ALLOW UP TO 21 DAYS FOR DELIVERY

Delivery Direct To Your Door!

OR
Samaritan Jo
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W
ant to make the most of life
outdoors this summer? Us too!
Adding a cantilever parasol to
your seating area will transform

the way you use your garden, as in Helen and
James’ plot, see p20. Casting a generous
shadow that can be positioned exactly where
you want it, a parasol lets you shade a laptop
screen so you can work outside, enjoy lunch out
of the midday glare and sneak a snooze away
from the afternoon heat.

Supported by a nifty side stand that doesn’t
get in the way, they’re easy to manoeuvre and
are available in a wide spectrum of colours.
From curving side arms and modern square
shades, to decorative Japanese-style umbrellas,
there’s a stunning design perfect for your patio.

WHY WE LOVE CANTILEVERS

Enjoying a chat or outdoor drinks without
having to duck round a central post is a
revelation. Once we’re using our outdoor
spaces for get-togethers with friends again,
there’ll be no more awkward passing of nibbles
or trying to cram together in a small space. But
for now, having a large, sheltered shady area
means it’s more comfortable to work, rest and
play outdoors without having the distraction
of having to move to follow a small patch of
shade around. A big parasol also creates a cool
area for outside exercise such as yoga or high-
intensity interval training, shielding you from
neighbours’ eyes as well as the heat of the sun.

These clever designs are so easy to alter.
Some products enable you to tilt the canopy,
while others are designed to rotate between
270 or 360-degrees too, so you can simply
loosen and swing the overhead arm to where
shade is needed most. The base stays in its
original spot, saving on any back-breaking
lugging. Whatever your needs, this innovative
piece of kit will revolutionise how you spend
time in your garden.

HOW DO THEY WORK?

Most cantilevered models feature an
umbrella-style shade that is suspended in the
centre from one end of an overhanging arm.
The other end of this arm intersects with an
upright section that slots neatly into a weighted
base. A shorter, ‘stretcher’ arm is attached

Make summer comfy and cast a shadow just where
you want it with a CANTILEVERED PARASOL
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between the two to form a triangle. It’s this that
adds tension, keeps the supporting frame rigid
and creates the two controlling points that alter
the open umbrella’s height and projection.

Simple winding handles and levers that lock
into place make opening and extending the
shade a cinch, whatever its size or shape. Some
designs with larger, heavier canopies have
pulley systems and foot pedals instead. To put
the shade away, simply wind the handle in the
opposite direction to close the spokes, slide
the stretcher back to reduce the right angle and

continue until the stretcher and umbrella nestle
neatly against the upright. Many products come
with their own waterproof cover that can slip
over the shade to protect it from the elements,
although for long-term storage over winter, it’s
best to keep it inside a dry shed or garage.

STYLE CHOICES

With such a huge variation in price, it’s worth
knowing more about how these parasols are
made, and the variations and extras available, so
you can decide what’s worth having and what’s

Shady Love
YOUR

PATIO
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 GRACEFUL IN GREY

Simple curves and an all-weather canopy
with UPF rating of 50+ creates a perfect
spot to relax. Palm 3m Grey Cantilever
Parasol By Leisuregrow, £130 next.co.uk

 VIBRANT BEAUTY

Enjoy blue overhead every day with this
bright and breezy design. The aluminium
frame, easy to operate crank handle and fab
price make it a summer essential. Malta 2.96m
Blue Overhanging Parasol, £80 diy.com

 STYLE STATEMENT

Fancy something a bit
different? Then this deeply
curved, red canopy with its
starburst arrangement of ribs
is just the ticket. Shanghai
Red 3m Lean-Over Parasol,
£79 dunelm.com

 TIMELESS DESIGN

A quick turn of the nifty crank handle
mechanism means you can enjoy shade all
day. Calabria II Cantilever Garden Parasol
in Light Grey, £239 beliani.co.uk

THAT’S

CLEVER!

 Luxe 
looks 

for less
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3bargain buys 
under £150

EASY IDEAS

YOU SPIN ME ROUND

With 270-degree rotation, this
design is a breeze to adjust and 
sturdy, too. An aluminium frame 
and six locking positions make 
it a good long-term investment. 
Kettler Henley 3m Free Arm 
Parasol, £329 johnlewis.com 

not. Pretty much all frames are constructed 
from tubular aluminium or steel. Relatively light, 
robust and easy to manufacture, both metals 
come in a wide selection of rust-proof finishes, 
from lacquered to powder-coated mono shades 
and even wood-effect.

Umbrella styles vary from square and 
rectangular shades with just a few chunky ribs to 
finer Geisha-style canopies with a pronounced 
curved profile and many slender spokes. You 
can also find decorative styles with deeply 
notched and scalloped edges. Some more 
costly products have spring-loaded spokes for 
a tighter, tauter canopy. Off-the-peg models 
range from 2.5m up to 4m, and the larger sizes 
often have integral vents to help them stay put 
on breezier days – and that’s worth paying extra 
for if your plot is exposed to the wind.

As well as being showerproof, all umbrella 
fabrics have an Ultraviolet Protection Factor 
(UPF) rating, which indicates how effective they 
are at blocking the sun’s UV rays and therefore 
protecting those sheltering underneath. A rating 
of UPF50+ equates to 98% of UV rays being 
blocked, while UPF30 indicates 96.7%.

Many cantilever products have a tilting 
feature, enabling you to alter the angle of the 
shade. It’s really useful for blocking the sun 
when it’s low in the sky, late in the day or during 
autumn and winter. 

ALL ABOUT THE BASE
It’s easy to focus on the canopy and ignore that 
boring base, but making sure you have one 
that’s suited to your needs will mean you use the 
parasol more. As a cantilever shade is offset and 

generally larger than a traditional umbrella, it 
needs more weight to hold it safely in place.

The design of your parasol will dictate which 
of two base types you need. If the main upright 
is tubular with bolts at the end, you will usually 
require a single, heavy tile base. Made from 
granite, stone or a heavy composite, these are 
usually mounted on lockable castors for easy 
mobility. The main support simply bolts in place. 
These designs come in various weights, each 
suited to a different size shade, so always check 
compatibility when buying.

If the main support ends in a cross shape, 
you need four segment weights. A more 
cost-effective arrangement, each section is 
made from either a dense composite material 
or hollow plastic, which you then fill with sand 
or gravel. They slot neatly over and between 
each rod, to add further weight and stability. 
Choose from square, rectangular or quarter 
circle segments.

Whichever type of base you need, check 
whether it’s included in the price of your chosen 
parasol or if it must be bought separately. 

LIGHT AND SOUND
Some parasols feature built-in LED lighting, 
which is typically solar-powered, with the sun’s 
energy captured by a built-in solar panel and 
stored in rechargeable batteries until needed. 
Tiny LED lights are embedded into the 
underside of each spoke, and a few designs 
have an additional centre light, too. 

Some of the very latest designs have an 
integrated Bluetooth speaker, generally with  
a 5m scanning range. 

3m Blue Haze Cantilever 
Parasol, £59.99, plus 18kg 
Parasol Base x 2, £24.99  
each, both therange.co.uk

Gully 3m Cantilever Parasol in 
green, £78.99, plus Hornung 
Plastic Free Standing Base, 
£62.99, both wayfair.co.uk

 TIP If you get lots of birds in your 

 garden, go for a parasol cover that can 

 be removed, washed and reattached 

AXIMU  
JOY, 

INIMU  
US



www.gardennewsshop.co.uk

Use code GNS10H at checkout to receive 10% off * 

* excludes items in outdoor or home living categories

Treat your
garden now!
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K Plant Supports, Planters & more...

10
using code
MG2020

%
OFFextras.com

&

Call us on 01903 331 222 for a catalogue Find us online at www.homeandgardenextras.com

Plant Supports Peony Cages

Drinks Holders

Planters
Boot Stands

Rated Excellent

Excellent service and products, would recommend to anybody.   By D. Metcalf



*Please note: Our new product 

StoneKing will be available only  

 from Garden Centres as soon as  

 they reopen. 
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Plant, vintage and craft-lover
FIONA CUMBERPATCH has a
small, town garden in Lincolnshire
that she’s bringing back to life with
easy projects and planting ideas

Fiona
Instagram @fionacumberpatch

blog www.fionacumberpatch.com

Fruit and veg in pots

Meadow flowers for joy

OUTDOOR LIVING

M
y garden
has always
been
my safe

haven but, over the
last few weeks, I’ve
never appreciated it
more. The pots of
bright flowers, healthy
veggies climbing up
their cane wigwams,
fragrant herbs, small

raised beds full of soft grasses and purple
lavender buzzing with bees have all helped
me to deal with the anxiety and stress that the
coronavirus has brought to all of us. It’s not just
the cheering sight and sweet scent of the plants:
I am reassured by the soothing regularity of the
small daily jobs involved in looking after them.
Deadheading flowers, pulling out a stray weed

here and there, topping up pots with a few
trowelfuls of crumbly compost, watering in the
warm evenings with a can or hose and feeding
the plants that need it are all calming rituals that 
help to keep worries in check.

The supermarket shortages that we’ve 
experienced spurred me to be more 
adventurous with growing fruit and veggies. 
Previously wary of planting tomatoes, thinking 
that they would be too high-maintenance, I’ve 
discovered that all they really need is lots of 
water (I give mine a full can every evening),  
a cane to tie them to if they start to flop and  
a fortnightly treat of Tomorite plant food 
(£2.80/1L, tesco.com) to keep them healthy 
once the little green fruits have formed. I have  
a motley selection of pots lined up in rows in the 

sunniest spots I can find, and I can’t wait to make
my first fresh salad. It’s still not too late to buy
tomato plants, and your local garden centre may
be doing deliveries.

I’m also raising sweet strawberries and fiery
red chillies, which will ripen in late-summer and
can be frozen or dried. Another first is French
beans. Thompson & Morgan (thompson-
morgan.com) has gorgeous dark purple
‘Carminat’, lime-green ‘Monte Cristo’ and yellow
‘Monte Gusto’ bean seeds in a mixed pack,
which can be simply sown direct now. They
need a big pot, all-purpose compost and some
canes to climb up once they get going.

And then there are my flowers. I’ve gone for
a spirit-lifting kaleidoscope of colour, with scarlet
and hot orange nasturtiums, purple calibrachoa
and hazy blue cat mint, which forms a big clump
in my raised bed and brings in the bees. I’ve
discovered Pictorial Meadow annual meadow

seed mixes (£15/20g, pictorialmeadows.co.uk).
A pinch scattered here and there in my borders
will ensure wall-to-wall florals.

On a sunny afternoon last week, I closed 
my computer, put my phone out of reach and 
created a relaxing area under my parasol with 
lots of throws. With a bowl of strawberries and 
a good book, I was set for a few hours of gentle 
escapism. A garden can’t save us from our crazy 
world, but as a sanctuary from the storm, I can’t 
think of anywhere else I want to be right now.

Fiona’s

“With a bowl of strawberries and a good 
book, I was set for some gentle escapism”

ave your 
garden  
nd eat i

Creating a 
calm corner

Outdoor floral
s
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BRITAIN’S
BEST LAWN?

Do you own
Get

your lawn
looking
great!

Enter online at  www.modern gardens
magazine.co.uk/bestlawn2020
Terms & Conditions: 1 This prize draw opened at 9am on 22 April 2020 and closes at 9am on 15 September 2020. 2 The prize is open to only
amateur gardeners. The garden may be open to the public for charity, but n r the owner. The garden must be maintained by
the owner with no more than one full time or mily members) or employees of any company
involved in the co try per person. 4 The prize consists of 1 x STIHL RM 448 TC
petrol mower. 5 T valid entries after the closing date and notified by email and must agree to having their photos
published in Mode Gardens Magazine. 6 The prize may be offered in a limited number of other promotions. 7 No purchase is necessary.
To enter for free, visit www.moderngardens magazine.co.uk/bestlawn2020 • Full terms and conditions can be found at www.bauerlegal.co.uk/
competition general terms and conditions

Enter our competition and you could win  
a STIHL LAWNMOWER worth £539!

D
o you have a lovely lawn? Whether your patch 
of grass is big or small, and your garden is 
blow-the-budget or on-a-budget, we want 
to hear from you! Modern Gardens is on 

the search for Britain’s Best Lawn, and it might just 
be yours! We’re hunting for lawn perfection, whether 
that’s an expanse of lush green blades or a simple but 
smart square of grass in a sea of paving. If you love your 
lawn, enter our competition and you could be in with a 
chance of winning a lawnmower worth £539. 

WIN A FAB LAWNMOWER!

The winner of Britain’s Best Lawn will win a STIHL 
lawnmower worth £539. The STIHL RM 448 TC is 
packed with clever features to make life easier this 
mowing season. Part of an extensive new range of petrol 
lawnmowers, the RM 448 TC features one-speed drive, 
which self-propels the mower for easier cutting of lawns 
up to 1200m2. 

The robust mono-comfort handlebar improves access 
to the grass catcher box for easy emptying. With two 
handlebar height settings to choose from, mowing is 
more comfortable, and the soft-grip handlebar can also 
easily be folded for compact storage.

With an engine that delivers maximum efficiency, 
reduced emissions and fuel costs, ReadyStart technology 
means it can be reliably started up with minimal effort, 
both from cold and during mowing. And with six 
easy-to-adjust height settings, you can cut your grass to 
the perfect height.



How much water?
There’s a really easy way to know
just how much water to give your 
lawn. Find an old jam jar and use a 
permanent marker to draw a line 
3mm up from the base. When you 
next water your lawn, place the jar 
on the grass before turning the 
sprinkler on. Leave the sprinkler to 
run until 3mm of water has collected 
in the bottom of the jar. This is the 
optimum amount to thoroughly
wet the roots, without wasting
water. New areas of grass will need
extra watering to keep them going
through their first summer.

     TOP TIP!

 TIP Avoid cutting your grass too short when the 

 weather is hot, as it may lose all its nutrients. 

 Leave it at least 3cm high and water well 
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COMPETITION

WIN
a STIHL lawnmower, 

 worth £539!

WIN A LAWNMOWER!

Once your lawn is looking 
its best, enter our fab 
competition and you 
could win a lawnmower 
worth £539.



Darren’s plot was restyled into a slice of
the Big Apple with a Prosecco bar and

NEW YORK SKYLINE installation
ith its iconic New York skyline,
Manhattan-inspired plant beds
and glamorous Prosecco bar,
Darren Pope-Treloar’s garden isn’t

your average West Midlands plot. And the
transformation is a world away from the unloved
outdoor space that Darren inherited when he
moved into his 1930s semi in Solihull three years
ago. “The original garden was horrific!” he
recalls. “It was basically a boggy lawn, an
enormous tree and a tatty old patio. The only
upside was the generous size.”

But visual merchandiser Darren was
determined to create his very own slice of the
Big Apple, inspired by a trip four years ago
when he visited a public park on an old railway

 reminds
me of my 

favourite spot
in the orld”
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URBAN TONES

create a modern
backdrop for warm
bamboo accessories.

Love
these

gorgeous
geums? Turn

to p74

Want 
a garden 

bar?  
Turn to  

p85

The garden was little more than

a lawn when Darren moved in

READER

GARDEN

Makeover

BEFORE

➣



WHAT’S THE HIGH LINE?
This public park was created on an old freight
train line, which ran above the streets of
Manhattan’s West Side. It’s packed with great
ideas for urban gardens – find out more and
take a virtual tour at thehighline.org

HI-RISE STRUCTURES

and sculptures add an
unmistakable Big Apple vibe.

LINEAR PAVING

creates a walkway
through the garden
mimicking that of
the High Line.

RAILWAY TRACKS

are a feature of the
High Line and a 
definite hit with cat 
Saffy in this garden.

RELAXED 

PLANTING  

that spills over 
the sides  reflects 
the rustic, 
overgrown style 
of New York’s 
High Line. 

LUSH FOLIAGE

provides plenty
of shady spots for
ragdoll cat Charlie.

New York’s High Line is theinspiration for Darren’s garden
Get 

creative 
with gravel – 

turn to  
p42

BE INSPIRED BY A LOCATION 

Identify the key elements of an iconic 
spot that appeals to your sense of 
style and recreate them in your plot

READER GARDEN
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MY BUDGET
Darren bought all the materials at

cost price and installing them came
courtesy of Garden Rescue

TOTAL: £6,000

HOW LONG IT TOOK
Two days, excluding time for the

design process
TOTAL: 2 DAYS

MY GARDEN
PL AN

LOCATION
Solihull

THE LOOK
New York glamour meets urban jungle

SITE & SOIL
Size 8 x 24m Faces South Soil Clay

line above Manhattan. “I fell in love with the
High Line,” says Darren. “There was something
about the abandoned railway tracks and the
walking trail through grasses that really 
appealed. It felt rural but beautifully maintained,
and the views of Manhattan were breathtaking.”

There was just one snag. “I’m not really a
gardener!” Darren admits. “I appreciate beautiful
gardens but lack knowledge. So I was faced with
a huge untidy space and a big idea. It was all a
bit daunting!”

ARIT ANDERSON TO THE RESCUE

The news that Darren had been accepted for
BBC’s Garden Rescue was the break he
needed. The TV series invites designers to
create amazing new gardens for owners across
the country, and Darren was thrilled to welcome

Interiors enthusiast Darren is
on Instagram @dazzle_at_home

the team. “I didn’t really expect to be chosen
after the application, so it was a lovely surprise,”
he says. “The production team loved the High
Line inspiration. It was all very exciting.”

The show’s designer Arit Anderson was 
tasked with creating Darren’s dream garden, and 
her brief was clear: as well as that all-important 
nod to New York’s High Line, the space needed 
to be low-maintenance, modern and sociable.  
“I love entertaining friends with a glass or two,” 
says Darren. “The garden had to take that into 
account, plus be easy to maintain. Clean lines 
and simple greenery appeal to me too. I’m not 
into fussy colourful flowers.”

Arit rose to the challenge with a modern 
social space, low-maintenance practicality,  
plus a clever interpretation of the High Line. 
“She was spot on,” says Darren. “No grass 
means no mowing, which suits me perfectly! 
The only tweak I asked for was the colour of the 
paving slabs, from Arit’s planned terracotta to a
more modern grey.”

TWO-DAY TRANSFORMATION

With Arit’s design in the bag, a crack team was 
called to put in the hard graft. Top of their list 
was strimming the overgrown grass, lifting the 
turf and old slabs, and laying down recycled 
bricks as a base for the new patio. 

The next stage of the makeover – marking 
out the layout of the new garden – highlighted 
the complexity of the High Line-inspired design. 
A total of 130 long paving slabs were placed in 
an intricate linear pattern, allowing for a clear 
walkway through the space. “It was important  
to have that sense of a journey through the 
garden, just like the New York trail,” says Darren. 
“I wanted to give the space quite a cool urban 
feel, and grey felt perfect.”

Porcelain was the material of choice thanks to 
its hard-wearing quality, and the fact it’s non-slip 

“Silhouettes of the iconic New 
York skyline add to the style”

The bare, mismatchedbrickwork of old

GOOD
IDEA!

C and date palm

BEFORE
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and easy to clean with the
occasional hose. Once the slabs
were down, the grey gravel was
added, providing texture and
more modern cool.

PLANTING POCKETS
Into this ‘concrete jungle’ came
distinct pockets for planting in the
wet clay soil, and Darren’s love of
houseplants inspired designer Arit
to fill them with ferns and 
evergreens. “Every room in my
house is filled with greenery,” says
Darren. “So it was great to have tha
echoed in the garden. An ‘indoors
outdoors’ feel was really important
to create a natural progression outside when
friends come round.”

Large evergreen shrub Japanese aralia was
included to add structure, alongside the more
delicate blue-flowering angel’s eyes, which, 
appropriately, hails from America’s East Coast.
Dramatic colour was introduced with dogwood
shrubs, which give pops of red in autumn, while
white flowering Japanese anemones and bright
orange geums provide prettiness without the
twee look Darren was keen to avoid. A majestic
cherry tree topped the planting list.

“Although the ‘no colour’ plant brief hadn’t
been followed to the letter, I was happy with the
plan,” says Darren. “It was great to have a mix of
textures, structures and tones. The plants Arit
chose were rambling and informal and fitted
perfectly with that overgrown High Line vibe.”

To further that style reference, reclaimed 
sleepers and lengths of real rail track were put
down, creating an authentic interpretation of
the New York attraction. 

GARDEN BAR
It was the centrepiece of the design – the 
pergola and Prosecco bar – that got party lover
Darren really excited. “I was over the moon with
it,” he says. “The bar exceeded my expectations,
and the pergola framed it perfectly.”

To create this entertaining hub, wooden posts
were secured into quick-drying cement in the
ground, each surrounded by a bed, so, in time,
climbers will grow up to create a leafy outdoor
room in which to relax with a drink. The
sophisticated Prosecco bar was then built into
the pergola structure in the same wood finish.
To echo the patio, slabs of grey porcelain were
cut down to size and placed on the bar top.

The evocative skyline installations behind the
bar, and also at the bottom of the garden, lend
an unmistakeable NYC vibe. Silhouettes of the
iconic skyline were sketched onto wood before
being intricately cut with a jigsaw and attached
to two steel sheets – one to gaze at while
sipping Prosecco at the bar, the other drawing
the eye down the garden. “Those installations
really made the space,” says Darren. 

“You can’t get more New York than the
Statue of Liberty! I love the way the skyline
behind the bar is repeated at the bottom of the
garden. It makes it a really nice focal point.”

CREATE A SCULPTURE
using leftover planks of wood.

LIFT SOME PAVERS
on your patio and fill the space

with gravel in a similar tone.

LOOK THROUGH
YOUR HOLIDAY PHOTOS

to find easy-to-recreate ideas
that will bring the style of a

favourite location to your plot.

SMART IDEAS

TO STEAL

Wooden skyline silhouettes
 draw 

the eye to the back of the
 plot

 TIP Bring houseplants outdoors

 to create a seamless transition

 between home and garden

NEW YORK LIVING
When it comes to those all-important High Line
credentials, was the Garden Rescue team on 
the right track? “They totally nailed it,” says 
Darren. “I couldn’t be happier with their 
interpretation of High Line style. “It’s everything
I wanted and more, from the modern paving to
the wild-looking grasses, as well as the railway 
references and amazing bar. If I’m honest, I was
a tiny bit concerned about its potential to look
tacky. The result, though, is totally classy.

“My friends couldn’t love it any more either.
I’m proud to host them for nibbles, drinks and a
good chat at the bar. It’s the perfect reminder of
my favourite spot in the world.”

CHEERS! Darren loves
entertaining at his
garden bar complete
with skyline backdrop.

TV

TRANSFORMATION

Darren’s garden was
featured in Series 4,

Episode 9 of BBC One’s
Garden Rescue.

READER GARDEN
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…and give your garden an instant
STYLE BOOST this afternoon

G
ravel is a garden designer’s  
must-have for creating insta-worthy 
outside living spaces, as you can see 
in Darren’s plot on page 38. And it’s 

easy to get the look in your own garden with 
these straightforward but stylish projects. 

Gravel is the lazy gardener’s best friend, 
making for less grass to mow, less maintenance 
and, best of all, less weeding. It comes in many 

sizes and colours, so you can pick exactly the 
right one to suit your garden style. 

Prices for a bag start from approximately  
£5 and can be ordered online, or you can 
repurpose some of the gravel you already have 
in your garden. Whether you want to transform 
an expanse into a calming Zen-like space or just
top dress your garden pots to smarten them up,
get cracking this weekend! 
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ADD A GRAVEL TERRACE 
TO YOUR LAWN
Making an extra seating area in 
your garden doesn’t need to involve 
expensive decking or paving – just make 
a gravel terrace. Think about where to 
site it: perhaps there’s a spot where you 
could enjoy a sunny al fresco breakfast, 
or one for an evening drink while you 
watch the sun set? Having an extra 
seating area to find solitude if you’re 
staying at home is sanity-saving, too.

Mark out the chosen size and shape 
using an aerosol chalk spray, or dig it 
out with a spade, and then clear it of 
grass. Level the soil and lay weed control 
membrane over the surface. Cut or tuck 
in the edges to create a neat finish and 
fix into place around the edges using 
ground hooks. 

Next, to make sure that the gravel 
doesn’t end up being trampled into 
the rest of the grass, use a flexible 
lawn-edging system and fit it all around 
the area, slotting it in-between the 
membrane edge and the grass. There 
are a variety of styles and finishes 
available such as metal, wood or plastic 
– choose one that complements the 
colour of the gravel.

Now decide on the type of gravel you 
want. If you’ve got a minimalist  
monochrome scheme, then white, black 
or grey will work well. For a softer look, 
try honey-coloured tones or a mix 
of pastel shades that will reflect the 
sunlight. Fill the terrace area with the 
gravel to a depth of around 35mm, push 
it right up to the edging and level out 
using a rake.

WHAT IT COST
✽ Apollo Heavy Duty Weed Control 

Fabric, L14 x W1m, £11.99 screwfix.com
✽ Apollo Fabric Ground Hooks,  

£8.99/20 screwfix.com
✽ Smartedge Easy Lawn Edging in Black, 

H14cm x L10m, £37.98 primrose.co.uk
✽ Yorkshire Cream Gravel 20mm,  

from £87/850kg gravelmaster.co.uk

TOTAL: £145.96

 PLANT A SEASIDE CONTAINER
If you’re missing your seaside trips right now, add
a little bit of beach life to your garden with this
gorgeous container. The combination of gravel
to mimic a pebbly beach, along with sand and
shells, will add a smile whether it’s sunny or not.

Fix an old ruler or piece of narrow wood in a
large, round, shallow container such as a zinc tray
to create two separate sections. Fill one section
with gravel and the other with sand, then slowly
remove the ruler or wood, taking care not to mix
the two materials together.

Fill three zinc pots halfway up with gritty 
compost and add some hardy succulents, top up
with more compost and firm into place. Carefully
lay the pots side by side in the zinc tray, pushing
them down into the gravel a little. Decorate with
seashells and other seaside treasures.

WHAT IT COST
✽ Zinc Round Tray with Handles, L39 x

W30 x H7cm, £10.95 grandillusions.co.uk
✽ Galvanized Zinc Tin Metal Pots, £2.98/ 

3 x 9cm pot from pansy-ji on ebay.co.uk
✽ Sempervivum Collection, £14.99/12 

plug plants yougarden.com
✽ Tarmac Play Pit Non-Toxic Sand, 

£4.50/25kg wickes.co.uk
✽ RHS Horticultural Washed Gravel 

Handy Pack, £4 homebase.co.uk
✽ Decorative items, free

TOTAL: £37.42

 TIP Display in full sun, 

 and only water when the 

 compost is completely dry 

6 EASY 
PROJECTS 

TO DO 
NOW!gravel…

TAKE A BAG OF

Little  
and  

lovely



EASY IDEAS
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GOOD IDEA!

 

 RESTYLE A RAISED BED 

Create a fab, low-maintenance display by 
topping compost with gravel and adding 
statement succulents. Remove existing plants 
and repot elsewhere in the garden. Level out 
the compost and add more if needed so that 
it reaches to approximately 3-4cm below the 
rim. Mark out and dig small holes in a straight 
line in the compost approximately 30-40cm 
apart. Pop in the plants and gently firm the soil 
around each one. Cover the whole surface with 
gravel to a depth of 2cm and level out. Use your 
finger to create circle shapes in the gravel. Try 
beautiful silvery Echeveria lilacina succulents, 
which will survive outdoors down to -2 degrees, 
teamed with black gravel to get this look.

WHAT IT COST
✽ Echeveria lilacina, £21.36/4

surrealsucculents.co.uk
✽ Black Chippings 14mm Decorative

Gravel, £5/25kg maxwellsdiy.com

TOTAL: £26.36

 TIP Make it easier to slot the lawn edging  into place by digging out a narrow groove  using a spade beforehand 

 TIP Save on compost by filling   the bed halfway with crocks or  chunks of polystyrene 

Designer 
style
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 TIP The smaller the size of the gravel, the  

 crisper the finished swirls and circles  

 will look: 6mm is perfect 

 

 

 

RELIEVE 

STRESS

   
 



 DESIGN CALMING ZEN SPIRALS

Got an area in the garden that you’re not sure 
what to do with? Or a patch of shade where 
nothing will grow well? This Zen zone with 
raked gravel is the answer. The lines in the 
gravel represent the ripples in water, which are 
meant to help calm and clarify the mind. Clear 
and level the area and lay a weed-suppressant 
membrane. Tuck under the edges and fix in 
place for a neat finish. Lay the gravel, smooth 
and level out. Use a gravel rake, or long stick 
such as bamboo cane, to mark out your design. 

TRY THIS!

EASY IDEAS
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TIP Create a dramatic effect with whitegravel teamed with bright green grassy foliage 

 MAKE PATIO TABLE POTS

Add a dash of style to your patio with this 
sleek and chic idea. It’s so simple to do but 
the end result is stunning. Use three glass 
or acrylic containers of the same size and 
shape. Square ones will create a lovely, neat 

linear look, while goldfish 
bowl-style ones will 
add softness with their 
bulbous curves. 

Add one grass plant 
in its original plastic pot
to each container – we’ve
used Isolepis cernua, also
known as the fibre-optic
plant due to its tiny, silvery
flower heads that sit atop
slender tips. Surround the
plastic pots with gravel and fill
the container until only the grass is
visible. Smooth and level the gravel
using your fingers. This grass loves
water so keep the containers well-watered.

WHAT IT COST
✽ Silver Grey ZEN gravel, £199/6m2 

buildajapanesegarden.com
✽ Faithfull Aluminium Landscape Rake, 

£27.96 amazon.co.uk

TOTAL: £226.96

WHAT IT COST
✽ Clear glass cube vases, H12 x W12cm 

£11.85/3 easyfloristsupplies.co.uk 
✽ Isolepis cernua plants,  

£26.97/3 x 9cm crocus.co.uk
✽ White decorative gravel, 

£3.80/600g hobbycraft.co.uk

TOTAL: £42.62

 CREATE A FIREPIT  

FOCAL POINT

Give your patio a designer look by making a 
feature of your firepit. Use a chisel and block 
hammer to carefully remove the grouting 
around the edges of a central paving slab 
and then lift up. If you’ve got small slabs, then 
remove as many as needed to create a square 
large enough for the firepit to stand on. Line 
the hole with weed control membrane and use 
garden fabric hooks around the edges to keep 
it in place. Fill the hole with gravel to just below 
the edges and stand your firepit in place.

WHAT IT COST
✽ Stylish Stone Moonstone gravel,  

Midi Pack, £5 homebase.co.uk

TOTAL: £5

Love life 
utdoors
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Florals never go out of fashion! 
Now, more than ever, let’s allow 

our British-grown flowers to  
perk us up, add happiness  
to our homes and give us  

hope for the future.

Trending
now

Support our 
growers   
Many of our British flower-growing 
businesses have suffered as a 
result of lockdown and hundreds 
of cancelled weddings, and they 
need our support. Via social 
media, I know many growers are 
offering delivery services to their 
local customers including one 
of my go-to flower suppliers, 
greenandgorgeousflowers.co.uk in 
Oxford. If you want to buy flowers 
this month, find your local grower 
at flowersfromthefarm.co.uk. 

A floral future
There are so many places I’m looking forward 
to visiting when we are able to roam free again. 
My list includes lots of my favourite flower and 
plant shops. See you soon daylesford.com, 
scarletandviolet.com, petershamnurseries.com 
and kingfisherfarmshop.com!

T
he coronavirus pandemic has 
affected us all over the past weeks 
and months. I know lots of people 
have been spending much more 

time in their gardens, and I’m sure these 
garden moments have been beneficial. And  
if you’ve been spending the past few weeks 
gardening, it’s no doubt paying off and 
hopefully you have lovely spaces outside to 
enjoy now the summer is here.

With many of the flower shows and garden 
events cancelled, I want to give you a floral fix! 
From June 15-21, we celebrate British Flowers 
Week (britishflowersweek.com), and even if 
not all the events are going ahead, it’s still 
vitally important to support British flower 
farms and growers, especially going forward.

I’ve been championing British flowers for 
many years: in my styling work, I try to source 
British-grown flowers where possible and grow 
my own in the garden to use for my photo 
shoots. Not only do British flowers usually have 
a better scent than imported ones, they will be 
fresher and last longer. Minimum distance 
means maximum vase life.

Flowers make my garden. I love the 
cottage style of planting and, even though 
I have an urban garden, I have filled it with 
tons of my favourite bloomers including 

roses, foxgloves, sweet peas, delphiniums 
and lavender. I truly want to send everyone 
best wishes and I hope you have some 
wonderful floral garden moments this month. 

Selina
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Stylist & book author SELINA LAKE shares her  
on-trend styling ideas & glorious garden buys

BRITISH FLOWERS
STYLE
Selina’s garden



Instagram
@selinalake
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en you p c your garden flowers, it’s a good
idea to plunge the cut stems straight into a bucket
of cool water. Gather a few buckets in a
wheelbarrow to make it easy and enjoy the
eye-catching moment of a barrow full of blooms
while you wait for them to soak up the water.

Pick your own

We may be social distancing, 
but our flowers are still able to 
hang out together! To make 
the most of a few cut stems, 
bulk out a vase with foliage 
first, then add the flowers. Use 
a few smaller vessels rather 
than one large one, and you’ll 
need surprisingly few stems to 
make a pretty arrangement.

There’s still time! 
If your garden is lacking available flowers  

to pick, don’t despair! There is still time to 

grow some cornflowers from seed, which are 

perfect for the cottage garden look. Simply  

sow seeds thinly, at a depth of 13mm, in  

finely-raked, moist soil, then cover the seeds 

lightly with soil. They should flower until 

September. £1.50/400 meadowmania.co.uk

A graceful group

✽ NEXT MONTH:  

THRIFTY CHIC 



The space was bare and unlovedbefore Hannah made her mark

Hannah’s passion for 
exotic  

plants shines throug
h

READER 

GARDEN

Makeover

BEFORE

 

OLD SCRAP WOOD

was used to make this 
sign and Hannah
hand-painted the
colourful illustration.



Hannah McFarlane’s garden is a TROPICAL ESCAPE in
Hampshire, with a tiki bar, titanic leaves and rainforest blooms

TAKE HOUSEPLANTS
outside for a summer holiday

and plump up your patio!

MAKE QUIRKY SIGNS
that reflect the unique style

of your garden and add more
personality to your plot.

REARRANGE POTS
to create a line across your patio

that zones your seating area.

SMART IDEAS

TO STEAL

A
lthough she didn’t know it at the time, 
when Hannah McFarlane visited 
Costa Rica three years ago, the
tropical landscape was to influence

her future garden style, spark a new obsession
and, ultimately, change her life. “Something 
about the amazing plant life there stayed with
me,” she says. “I just couldn’t shake it off! Those
colourful flowers, the lush plants and that fun tiki
vibe really appealed.”

Fast forward a year, and when the cosmetic 
tattooist moved from rented accommodation 

into a detached new build in Hampshire, 
complete with blank canvas garden, she was 
finally free to unleash her creative vision. But while 
the seed of an idea for Hannah’s garden had been 
planted, it was to be a good few months before it 
started growing into the paradise space it is today. 
“Before I could focus on my theme, I needed to 
get the foundations right,” she says. “All I had was 
a huge tree, uneven grass due to the roots and a 
tiny patio. I felt overwhelmed looking at it!”

Hannah called in the professionals to remove 
the tree, which blocked out all the light. “It was an 

easy enough job and made the garden look so
much bigger,” she says. “But it also highlighted
just how scruffy the garden was!”

Cue local landscapers Just Limegrass
(justlimegrass.co.uk), who levelled the ground
and laid the grass to lawn, created borders and
put down a new patio. A lacklustre old storage
shed was replaced with a new natural-wood
structure, and Hannah removed overgrown ivy
from the newly exposed back fence and painted
it to match the other boundaries. “That initial
stage was quite boring,” Hannah admits. “But itF
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“It’s my slice of paradise!”

Want
to add a

tropical touch
to your plot?

See p52
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MY BUDGET
New shed base, wooden sleeper 

borders, rustic slate patio slabs plus 
fitting & drainage, plum slate chipping 

£4,700
Tree removal £150

Shed £625
Bar £400

Customising bar £600
Supplying power to bar £235

Garden ornaments £695
Lights £260

Patio furniture £1,300
Plants £2,500

Pots & planters £450
Refurbishing fences £75

TOTAL: £11,990

HOW LONG IT TOOK
Hard landscaping 1 month

Building bar 1 month
Planting Ongoing

TOTAL TIME: 1 year so far, but 
still a work in progress

MY GARDEN

PL AN
LOCATION

Near Winchester

THE LOOK
Totally tropical 

SITE & SOIL
Size 63m2  Soil Loamy

it needed some tiki touches,” she smiles. “I’m
a perfectionist, and I didn’t stop until I’d nailed
every detail.” 

Electrical power was installed, and Hannah
stained the wood using Barrettine Wood
Protective Treatment (£21.99/5L, earlswoodglc.
co.uk), added a palm-leaf thatch for crucial
tropical vibes and decorated with items sourced
from eBay and Amazon, as well as personalised
signs she crafted using leftover scrap wood.

And the inspiration for the
ar’s official name? 
annah’s pet parrot. “I
hristened the bar Conure

Cove after Marvin, my
green-cheeked conure,”
she says. “It seemed the
perfect fit, especially as
Marvin would be 
spending time outside at
the bar with me!”

Other quirky touches
included carvings and
festoons, fairy lights and
torches from lights4fun.
co.uk, ticking the tiki

was worth it. Once the basics were in place,  
I was finally able to go wild with my theme.”

PROJECT TROPICAL

Hannah didn’t hold back. First, she planned the 
garden’s pièce de résistance, a structure that 
was to set the entire tone. “The empty space on 
the left was crying out for a tiki bar!” remembers 
Hannah. “I’ve always enjoyed entertaining, and  
I love a cocktail. I had a vision of sipping a cool 
mojito out there in the sunshine  

Not one to do things 
by halves, Hannah went 
all-out in her search for
the perfect bar. Scouring
websites dedicated to
all things tiki threw up
inspiration in the form
of Polynesian carvings
and exotically decorated
counters, which gave her
plenty of inspiration when
it came to customising her
own. “I bought a standard
bar and, though the basic
structure was perfect,

box to perfection. “I was really able to make the 
bar my own,” says Hannah. 
 

EXOTIC PLANTS

It’s Hannah’s collection of spectacular exotic 
plants that really makes this garden stand out 
from the crowd. What started as a passing 
interest when Hannah visited Costa Rica, soon 
became a full-on obsession for the new-found 
tropical plantaholic. “It started to take over my 
life – in a good way,” Hannah smiles. “I love 
researching and I began reading about tropical 
plant varieties and how to care for them. I got  
a real passion for it and even started my own 
YouTube channel.”

First in were banana plants – big leaved, 
dramatic greenery that was to become the 
garden’s focal point. “Banana plants are a must 
for any tropical garden,” Hannah says. “They’re 
fairly hardy plants, and once they’re large 
enough, you don’t need to cover them in winter. 
I’m still protecting them in the cold but 
hopefully I won’t need to soon.” 

Alongside greenery, including large-leaved 
elephant ear ‘Pink China’ and Australian tree 
fern, Hannah introduced colourful blooms such 

 

 
 

THAT’S  
CLEVER!

   

Marvin feels right at h
ome!
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“I had a vision of sipping a cool
mojito out there in the sunshine”

My 5 favouri e
easy-grow e tics

as canna lilies, passion flowers, hostas
and hibiscus. Tropical fruit are on the
agenda for Hannah too. “My aim one 
day is to produce my own crop for a 
fruit salad,” she says. “I once managed 
to grow a passion fruit, but it didn’t 
ripen enough to be edible.”

As well as prioritising fragrant, 
colourful and dramatic plants, Hannah 

focussed on varying height and structure
to add interest. Hardy evergreens such as

Japanese aralia, bamboo and camellia were
mixed with tender plants including caladium,
begonia and hibiscus. “Some of the tender
plants I wrap in horticultural fleece, dig up or
bring indoors during cold weather,” says
Hannah. “The key is to have something going
on all year round.”

So besotted is Hannah with her tropical 
plants, that she’s planning to introduce more 
planting areas in the middle of the lawn. “That’s 
my only regret,” she admits. “I wish I’d made the 
borders deeper, but it’s work in progress.”

TIME TO RELAX
For now, Hannah couldn’t be happier with her 
garden. “I absolutely love it,” she beams. “When 
I sit in my favourite spot at the tiki bar, mojito in 
hand, my parrot Marvin and budgie Monster 
on the bar with me, I feel so proud of what I’ve 
created. Working from home, I’m able to get 
outside every day and enjoy the view. There 
can’t be many gardens like mine in the area, let 
alone the UK! My aim was to bring a slice of 
tropical paradise to the Winchester area, and I 
can safely say I’ve achieved it!”

✽ Hannah YouTubes at Tropical Plant Addict, and
her Instagram is @tropical_plant_addict where she
sells rare tropical houseplants.

READER GARDEN

THE GARDEN

comes into its 
own at sundown.

WOODEN TIKI

carvings add an 
authentic touch 
to the bar.

EXOTIC CANNA

‘Cleopatra’ blooms 
August to October.

✽ ELEPHANT EAR ‘PINK CHINA’  
This hardy  
clump-former 
has vibrant pink 
stems and huge 
statement leaves. 
Cut it back and 
mulch before winter 
and it returns in spring! 
Height and Spread 1.2m. 

✽ JAPANESE 
BANANA 
A fast-grower 
with beautiful 
paddle-shaped 
leaves that add a real 
tropical vibe. Just wrap 
in horticultural fleece 
over winter until they’re big 
enough to cope with the cold. 
Height 5m Spread 4m.

✽ SOFT TREE FERN 
This dramatic evergreen  
is native to Australia.  
It thrives  
in shade and the 
lush green fronds add so 
much drama. Protect the crown 
with a handful of straw through winter.  
Height 6m Spread 4m.

✽ CANNA LILY  
There are lots of 
different varieties, all with 
bold and bright blooms and giant 
leaves. Simply cut it back and 
mulch for winter or move it 
inside in chilly parts of the UK. 
Height 1.5m Spread 1m.  

✽ TRACHYCARPUS 

WAGNERIANUS  
This hardy palm 
tree is really 
robust and has 
elegant fan-
shaped leaves 
for an exotic 
garden skyline.  
Height 6m 
Spread 2m. 



Keep the  
holiday  
ibe alive!
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HAMMOCK HAVEN

Get your holiday fix without leaving
home by creating your own outdoor
retreat where you can sway away the days 
sipping fruity cocktails. Simply suspend
a hammock (try lazyhammocks.co.uk, 
£55.99) between two trees or fence 
posts, then pile on lots of comfy cushions 
and throws. No beach required! Lemur 
Cushion £10, Fiesta Toucan Cushion £10, 
Fiesta Watermelon Cushion £10, Flamingo 
Garden Ornament £18. All dunelm.com

TO ADD A TOUCH OF

THE TROPICS

10 buys...
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BEST BUYS

ALLY TIKI

 ourself a cocktail, turn up the tropical 
 and let this Solar ‘Lono’ Table Lantern, 
cm, with rechargeable battery, add the 

ence. £9.99 festive-lights.com

TROPICAL TIPPLE

Fill this Pineapple Gold & Glass Cocktail
Cup with pineapple juice, a shot of spiced
rum and a squeeze of fresh lime for a totally
tropical taste. H17cm. £26 oliverbonas.com

SHADY VIBES

Put on your grass skirt, pop a flower in your
hair, close your eyes and imagine you’re lying
under a canopy of palm trees. Tiki Parasol,
180cm, £25 direct.asda.com

6

2

10

Bargain 
alert!

7

FRUITY FUN

When the sun goes down, the 35 LEDs on 
this Solar Pineapple Lantern will fill your 
garden with a warm white glow for 6-8 hours  
W20cm. £4.99 therange.co.uk

LUSH LEAVES

Imagine you’re walking through your own 
private jungle with this waterproof Bardell 
Green Rug. L241 x W152cm.  
£50.99 wayfair.co.uk

GO BANANAS!

Tie these seat pads to chairs or scatter on
he ground for that relaxed holiday feel. 
3 x 43cm. £14/2 matalan.co.uk

 

You ll be transported to the tropics every 
time you look up and see this Large Red 
Macaw Parrot Metal Ornament perched on 
a tree branch or fence post. L55cm. £29.99 
millracegardencentre.co.uk

9

4

TROPICAL TWIST

Re-energise an old  
deckchair with this 
Tropical Print Canvas, 

  124cm  £14.50 

5

SET THE SCENE

Let this metal gecko 
scamper up a wall and 
ramp up the rainforest feel. 
£10.39 therange.co.uk

We  
LOVE  
this!
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Repot your plants and they’ll reward you
with a NEW LEASE OF LIFE and

look more gorgeous than ever!

T
o allow your plants to grow happily, 
indoors and out, it is good practice to 
repot them every year or two. You’ll 
know your plants are ready to repot 

when you see roots growing out of the pot’s 
drainage hole or if the soil is firm when you 
press the side of the planter. When repotting 
into a larger planter, try to allow up to 15cm 
between the root ball and the edge of the pot.

YOU WILL NEED

✽ Gloves (optional) 

✽ Skewer or butter knife 

✽ Gardening fork 

✽ Secateurs 

✽ Replacement pot 

✽ Trowel 

✽ Potting medium 

✽ Slow-release fertiliser or organic 
nutrients as required for your specific  
plant type

 

WHAT TO DO 
1 Loosen the plant’s root system in its existing
pot. If it’s in a plastic pot, gently squeeze the
sides to loosen the soil. If it’s in a rigid planter,
run a butter knife or skewer around the inside
of the rim.

2 Remove the plant by positioning your fingers
around its trunk and over the soil. Flip the pot
upside down, easing the plant out. You may
need to gently tap the pot to loosen it.

3 Loosen the root system using a gardening
fork or use your fingers.

4 Trim approximately 2cm off the root ball. 
This will help promote fresh roots and doesn’t
hurt the plant.

5 Place a layer of potting medium in your new
pot along with a dose of slow-release fertiliser.
Place your plant on the bed of soil so that the
top of the root ball is approximately 1-2cm 
below the rim of the pot.

6 Backfill with the potting medium and add
slow-release fertiliser as per the packet 
instructions. Water in your plant immediately.

✽ Abridged extract from Green by 
Jason Chongue from The Plant 
Society, published by Hardie Grant 
Books, £15 hardiegrant.com

BUY THE BOOK

1 2

Room to

3

5
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Love that pot?

 TIP Just buy one big pot to transfer

 your largest plant into. That will free

 up a pot to pop a slightly smaller

 plant into, and so on! 

Working from the bottom of
the root ball, prune up to a 
third of the root system away.
To finish, use fresh potting 
medium and fertiliser, 
following steps 5 and 6 (left).

Follow steps 1 and 2 (left) 
then, when you get to step 3, 
only loosen up to a third of 
the root ball, gently raking off 
1cm at a time so you don’t 
shock the plant.

When you have a plant and pot combination you adore, you 
don’t always need to repot your plant. Just trim a portion of the
root ball and repot it in the same vessel. Pruning the root ball
allows for more room to grow, but it also promotes new, healthy
root growth to take in lots of nutrients. 

4

6



Vale Mill (Rochdale) Ltd Robinson Street, Rochdale, Lancashire, OL16 1TA

Get ready for

Summer!

Visit: Vitinni.co.uk or call 0330 0021 202

57cm Kettle Barbecue with
Accessories and
Protective Cover
á High shine glossy black enamel body

ent ash
or system
lt in
meter

stainless
ol set

esistant
ve cover

ions:
W 62
m

Gas Fire Pit with Lava Rocks
and Protective Cover
á Converts from outdoor table to fire pit

in seconds!

á Light hammered grey finish with
reusable lava rock

á Sturdy steel body with protective cover

á Dim
We

Premier Plus 6 Burner Gas
Barbecue with Protective Cover
á 6 Main stainless steel burners with 3.5kw

output each, including an extra 3kw side
burner

á Huge cooking area of 3834.6cm2 made
from durable cast iron

á Includes built in thermometer, warming
rack and protective cover

á Dimensions: L 157cm x W 53cm
x H 114 5cm - Weight: 55kgs

£149.99

Premier Plus 4 Burner Gas 
Barbecue with Protective Cover
á 4 Main stainless steel burners with 3.5kw 

output each, including an extra 3kw side 
burner

á Huge cooking area of 3050.25cm2 made 
from durable cast iron

á Includes built in thermometer, warming 
rack and protective cover

á Dimensions: L 139cm x W 53cm
     

Portable Party Cooler
á 50L storage space with 2 inner barrels 

for easier access
á Direct cooling temperature range 

between 0°c to 16°c
á Brushes stainless steel casing with 

wheels and brakes and side shelves with 
bask    

á Dime
D 45
H 80

14Kw Inferno Flam
Gas Patio Heater

á 48,000 BTUs of pow
covering a range of 3
by 3m!

á Anti-tilt mechanism
allows auto switch off
for safety

á Two wheels on the u
allow portability in an
out of storage

á Total Height: 1860mm
Refl ector: 540mm (D
Mesh guard: 300mm
(Dia) x 850mm (H)
Tank: 360mm (Dia)
x 860mm (H)
Base: 450mm x 60m

£399.99 £599.99

£249.99 £249.99 £199.99



60 
minutes and  
hey’re done!

Bring a HOLIDAY VIBE to your garden
this summer with a taste of the tropics!

CANDLES

OUR BUDGET

✽ Standard Pillar Candle (50 x 115mm),
£2.50 each onestopcandleshop.co.uk

✽ Pre-waxed Wick Assemblies (120mm),
£2.50/10 hobbycraft.co.uk

✽ Bamboo Skewers, £1/25 wilko.com

✽ Sharpies, £1.70 each hobbycraft.co.uk

TOTAL: £16.10
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YOU WILL NEED

✽ Three jam jars

✽ Blu-Tack

✽ Wick assemblies

✽ Wooden skewers

✽ Pillar candles

✽ Saucepan

✽ Heatproof glass bowls that fit  
over the pan

✽ Fine Point Sharpie Permanent Markers in
black, brown and yellow

WHAT TO DO

1 Wash out three old jam jars and peel away the
labels. Dry thoroughly.
2 Place a little Blu-Tack on the base of a wick 
assembly and sit in the centre of the bottom of

a jar, pushing down to se
with the other jars. Place a wood
across the top of each jar. Loop the wick a
the skewer to keep it upright in the jar.
3 To melt the wax, bring 2cm of water to a
rolling boil in a saucepan, then place a candle in
a glass bowl over it to create a bain-marie. Heat
until the wax has completely melted. If you want
to add scent or dye, now’s the time to do it,
stirring it in with a wooden skewer.
4 Pour the first layer of wax into the jars and
leave to set for at least 15 minutes before
adding another layer, reheating the wax as
needed. We used green and pink layers to make
a watermelon candle, yellow and green for the
pineapple candle and red and green for the
strawberry candle.
5 Once the wax has set, trim the wicks so that
2cm sticks out from the top of each candle.
6 Use the Sharpies to decorate the jars. We
drew seeds onto the watermelon and strawberry
candles, and a criss-cross design onto the
pineapple one.

O
kay, so we’re not yet supping 
poolside pina coladas this summer, 
but you can still channel that 
carefree holiday vibe with these 

fun and fruity candles. They’re just the ticket for 
brightening up your garden table when you’re 
eating al fresco. 

Melt down coloured candles or use up old 
white candles and add some gel food colouring, 
£1.35/15g, tesco.com (liquid food colouring 
won’t work as it’s water-based), or try LiquiDyes, 
£4.50/15ml, amazon.co.uk. 

For an extra fruity flavour, why not add a 
fragrance oil to scent your candle trio? We 
love the fruity selection at Mother Natures 
Goodies, including banana, strawberry 
and coconut, £1.99/10ml or £6.79/100ml, 
mothernaturesgoodies.co.uk. They’ll have you 
dreaming of cocktails and sun cream!

FRUIT COCKTAIL

£16.10
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Floral faffery
WITH JANE
JANE SCOTT is a renowned floral designer. Her stylish,
simple ideas are beautiful, easy to create and don’t cost
a fortune. This month, she brings the garden indoors

A
s you can imagine, now, more 
than ever, we need to be super 
resourceful and think carefully
about what we use, what can
be reused and what we throw
away. We’ve all got more time

to upcycle, repurpose and reimagine everyday
items around us, too. From filling little jars with
foraged blooms to pressing favourite garden
flowers and growing veggie seeds in old food
tins, the little differences we make all add up.

Thrifty crafting is not only good for the planet
but it’s good for our wellbeing too, especially
when it involves reconnecting with nature and
getting our hands dirty. With a little help from
a piece of old chicken wire, I’ve repurposed 
this handmade pot as a flower vase. As well as
flowers that complement the tones of the vase,
I’ve used viburnum and euphorbia greenery
from my garden. These are on my doorstep,
so they’re free and plentiful.

Make a little plan of the flowers that 
you’re going to use. I’ve chosen 
veronica for height, larkspur for texture,

viburnum for structure, euphorbia for shimmer
and blush-pink ‘Madam Bombastic’ roses to
bring in a little softness. The bold blooms of
‘Richmond Park’ roses add warmth and theatre. 

The next step uses the greenery 
to outline the shape of the display. 
Remove any leaves that will sit under

the water, snip the ends of the stems and ease
each one in-between the wires. Make sure 
you’re happy with the outline.

Cut 2cm off your flower stems at a
diagonal angle using sharp scissors,
and add these in-between the 

greenery, saving the big roses until last. Check
you have an even mix of flowers and colour
throughout the whole display. 

Carefully scrunch the chicken wire into 
a ball shape to fit your vase, making
sure you tuck in any sharp ends. Place

the chicken wire ball into the vase, pushing it
down firmly into the base. Add cool water to
cover the wire. 

Using snips, cut a piece of chicken  
wire to approximately 30 x 15cm. 
Chicken wire makes a sustainable, 

cheaper and infinitely reusable alternative to 
floral foam. It allows you to place each stem 
exactly where you want it, which is great when 
you’re short on flowers.

1

4 53

2

Jane
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Instagram  
@janescottflowers

blog janescottflowers.com

Lastly, add the big roses. 
These will be the focal 
point of your vase so it’s 

best to work out where they need 
to go before putting them in. 
Display your flowers somewhere 
cool and they’ll last much longer.

6
 TIP Take the feel-good factor a step further and 

 share your results on our Facebook page, search 

 Modern Gardens Magazine 

Your  
kind of 
eautiful



Stay  
at home 

SPECIAL

CREATE THE  

RIGHT MOOD

Plants affect your mood 
in different ways, so 
choose one that suits 
the demands of your 
job. Rounded leaf 
shapes and a green 
palette foster a sense 
of calm, spiky cacti and 
succulents will stimulate 
your brain and energise 
you, while colourful 
blooms will encourage 
you to be more creative.

COMMANDEER THE

SUMMERHOUSE

Clear out the clutter and turn
your summerhouse into a home
office. Do beef up your security
and check contents are covered
by your home insurance if
you’ll be storing any tech in it
overnight, though.

FIND OFFICE HUMOUR

This Down and Dirty 
Gardening Pencil Set will 
keep you smiling. £7.95 

notonthehighstreet.com
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Harness the POWER OF PLANTS  
and make your working day more  

enjoyable and productive

HOME?
Working from

23  
EASY 

IDEAS



 

 

 

GOOD IDEA!

 

Cylin  snake plant
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EASY IDEAS

➣

BREATHE CLEANER AIR

According to NASA’s Clean Air Study, 
which investigated how plants could 
filter air in space stations, the snake plant 
(£10.95/10cm pot, thenunheadgardener.
com) is super-efficient at removing toxins 
from the atmosphere. The study showed 
that one plant cleans 9m2 of air, so it will 
keep you breathing easy at your desk.

IMPROVE THE 

Bring birds to your ‘office’ 
window with a glass feeder, 
£55 evasolo.com

USE SIGN LANGUAGE

Drop a heavy do-not-disturb hint with a sign 
outside your garden-shed office. Make your 
own from a slice of wood, or buy a personalised 
sign, £6.95 personalisedgiftshop.co.uk

CREATE A GARDEN OFFICE

Screen one side of your pergola to
create a private, peaceful outside
area to spend part of your working
day. These planting pockets
(£23.99 each, naturalgrower.co.uk)
have been strung on knotted ropes
tied between the top pergola rail
and weighted crates.

Your  
kind of 
eautifu
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CLAIM YOUR SPACE
If your desk is a temporary 
set-up in a shared space 
such as a kitchen, living 
room or bedroom, 
demarcate your office 
boundaries using shelves 
stacked with foliage, a 
big houseplant and a rug. 
Photo: sonyawinner.com

NIP OUTSIDE
Turn a balcony into an outside 
office with The Smart Balcony 
Table, approx. £86 goudmethout.nl

TAKE BREAKS
You won’t forget to take 
screen breaks if you install 
your very own mini golf 
course in your garden!

8

10

9

Try 
methin  
iffere
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MEMORY SPIKE

Combine form and 
function with this Cork 
Cactus Organiser, 
£11.99 mzube.co.uk

MAKE YOUR OWN BACKGROUND

We’re all struggling to remember what day it is, so create 
your own set of screen backgrounds. Simply arrange 
whatever you can find to create letters spelling out each 
day of the week, take a few photos, and spend ten seconds 
at the end of each working day resetting your background.

EASE A COUGH

If you’re working
through a mild case 
of Covid-19 or back 
at work after a more 
severe bout, pop a 
peace lily (£7.99/9cm 
pot, gardenersdream.
co.uk) on your desk. 
It’s been shown to 
boost humidity in a 
room by 5%, which 
can help to ease a 
cough and keep your 
airways healthy. FINISH WORK ON TIME

With your home and work boundaries more blurred
than ever, it’s all too easy to carry on responding to
emails into the evening. Before you turn on your
computer in the morning, gather the tools you’ll need
for a specific job in the garden, leave them by the back
door and you’ll be far more motivated to finish on time.
Metal Flower Trug, £23.95 sarahraven.com

WORK  

FLEXIBLE HOURS

If you’re able to swap 
your hours around to 
suit your day, then take 
your work with you into 
the garden on sunny 
afternoons. Hike up the 
volume level on your 
laptop so you can hear 
email alerts and wear 
gardening gloves so it’s 
easy to respond quickly 
to them, then catch up 
on your work after the 
sun’s gone down.

T N P THE STYLE DIAL

Peg a length of garden twine 
with natural images for a 
unique but modern look that 
will be much admired on 
conference calls. Find a huge 
library of botanical illustrations 
on the Biodiversity Heritage 
Library’s Flickr account at 
biodiversitylibrary.org – you 
can print them out for your 
personal use for free.

Make 
 life 

 lovely
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SEEK SHADE

Move a garden seat into a
shady spot, so you can take
your work outside and still see 
your phone or laptop screen. 
See more of this garden  
@imi_design_imi_wedding.

HIDE THE CLUTTER

If you’ve set up your working-from-home 
space in your bedroom or living room, a 
tall but easy-to-move houseplant such as 
an areca palm is a really useful addition 
– shift it into a screening position during 
those informal Zoom meetings when you 
don’t want to use an on-screen backdrop.

KEEP YOUR COOL

If you’re missing the air 
con in the office, pack 
plenty of plants into 
your working space, as 
they help to regulate air 
temperature. See more of 
this space @foresthillflat.

SUIT AND BOOT

YOUR PLANTS

If you have a motley collection 
of houseplants in your office
space, smarten them up with
matching pots for an instant 
I’m-on-it feel. Our favourites 
are these Metallic Handpainted 
Dipped Pots available in 
black and gold, and grey or 
pink with copper. From £3.95  
thelittlebotanical.com 

TAKE A STAND

If you’re going to be working from home for a while yet, treat 
yourself to the Oxna Monitor Stand, £59 (including two Elho 
plant pots) edenindoors.co.uk. Modern Garden readers can 
get 10% off all orders with code MG10%OFF at checkout.

FEEL LESS STRESSED

A study at the University 
of Hyogo in Japan found 
that workers’ anxiety levels 
decreased significantly 
when plants were put on 
their desks. For maximum 
stress reduction, you need 
to connect with your plant, 
so choose one with soft, 
tactile leaves and give it 
a name. I’m So Rooting 
For You Plant Pot, £9.95 

notonthehighstreet.com
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A little 
 bit of 
eave

Come 
outside
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EASY IDEAS

HANG PLANTS UP

If you don’t like your partner o
family members looking over 
your shoulder at your screen,
make a hanging office ‘wall’
to keep them a sanity-saving
distance away. Hanging Plant
Pots, from £8 gardentrading.co.uk
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 TIP Rearranging your desk can increase

 productivity. Take everything off, position your plants

 first, then arrange everything else around them 
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Our mission is to help 
you create your 
perfect outside space 
without it costing the 
earth or requiring 
green fingers! Every 
issue, we bring you 
ideas and must-have 

buys to make your garden more stylish. We’re 
packed with reader gardens, easy ideas, simple 
upcycling projects and shopping trends.

If you want to make the most of your garden 
this summer and enjoy it right through the 
season, subscribe today. You’ll get each issue 
delivered to your door for just £2.50 each when 

by direct debit for 12 issues.

Emma Kendell Editor

Emma
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Buy summer 
bulbs online
Summer-flowering bulbs 
are some of the easiest 
to grow blooms around, 
and now’s the best time to 
plant them. Order lilies, 
cannas, dahlias, begonias, 
alliums, alstroemerias 
and eucomis online now, 
and fill your stay-at-home 
garden with colour.

Simple steps to keep your plot looking good this month

What to do in your



➣
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EASY IDEAS

To enjoy the yummiest 

herbs, pick them early 

in the day before they 

wilt in the summer heat. 

Regular picking helps the 

plants grow bushier and 

encourages more fresh, tasty, 

young leaves, too. If you pick 

more than you need, freeze 

them to use another day.

Herbalicious!

Dealing with any garden 
pests before they start to 
breed and spiral out of 
control is much less of a 
chore, so add a pest-patrol 
evening stroll around your 
plot to your daily routine.

Patrol for pests

Summer break
Our hols may be cancelled, but 

your houseplants can still enjoy a 

sunny outside break. Many such as 

orchids, foliage plants and citrus 

love a summer holiday outside on 

a sheltered patio, and they’ll bulk 

up your outdoor pot displays, too.

Make your own compost

Shade your 
clematis 
These lovely climbers 
prefer to grow with their 
bases kept cool and shaded 
from direct sunlight. Plant 
some low-growing foliage 
at their base, or add a thick 
layer of compost or bark 
chips over the soil.

The easier it is, the more likely you’ll 
do it regularly! Buy a telescopic 
lance for your hosepipe (Telescopic 
Lance Spray, £10, wilko.com), a  
self-lowering bracket (Hi-Lo, £8.99, 
crocus.co.uk) or install an automatic 
drip watering system (Hozelock 
Pot Watering System, £46.99, 
easygardenirrigation.co.uk). 

Water hanging baskets

This is a great way to recycle, but if 
worrying about a heap smelling sour is 

stopping you, try adding torn newspaper 
whenever you tip on grass clippings.
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10 MINUTE

SORT OUT

✽ TREAT FURNITURE

Now the dry weather’s
here, apply a coat of
wood preserver to a
wooden bench or table
to keep it looking good
for another year.

✽ SOW A LIVING LARDER

Now’s a great time to
sow seeds of runner
beans, peas and
courgettes in large pots
of compost on the patio
for an easy, tasty harvest.

EASY IDEAS

Get more veg
If you’re growing 

fruiting vegetables 

such as tomatoes, 

peppers, chillies and

aubergines in patio

pots, water them 

well – every day if it’s

sunny – and feed with

a high potash plant

food such as Levington

Tomorite (£3.50, 

wilko.com) when the

first fruits form.

Cut back any plants that have 

finished their yearly spring 

show of flowers, and they’ll 

look much better for the rest of 

the year, growing a fresh flush 

of lush foliage. Some may 

even flower again! 

Tidy up spring blooms

✽ PRIORITISE WATERING

Put newly added plants, 
and shallow-rooted ones 
such as rhododendrons, 
camellias and hydrangeas 
top of your list and give 
them a good soaking 
every week.

Garden notebook
Find your simple guide to all you need to know to get
started outside at moderngardensmagazine.co.uk
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Chrysanthemums
Direct

sales@chrysanthemumsdirect.co.uk

Our 2020 Catalogue is
available online now or, contact us to

receive your FREE paper copy.

The widest range of
Chrysanthemums available in the

U.K. with over 420 varieties,
including hardy garden (Korean)

and exhibition varieties. All grown
on our nursery in Cheshire.

www.chrysanthemumsdirect.co.uk

Holmes Chapel Road,

Over Peover, Knutsford,

Cheshire WA16 9RA

Tel: 0800 046 7443

We are still 
taking, and 

dispatching orders
normally during

these unprecedented
times.

So, keep safe and
order your 

Chrysanthemums
by post.

Fabulous fused glass fish, £35 a single fish
Or a mini shoal of 3 for £100 with free P&P (mainland UK)

Why not visit our website or give us a call
www.ongley-snookdesigns.com

01243 573411, 07989074641

Ongley-Snook Designs

Summer essentials for you and your garden

SUPPLIERS OF HIGH QUALI
RUBBER POND LINERS, PVC A

GEOTEXTILE PROTECTIVE UND

Order your pond liner online using
code MGFree for free 80ml sealant.

www.pondlinersonline.co.uk

Advertisement Feature

Visit our online store for our full range of accessories
www.thecolourfuledit.com

Editing life with a
splash of colour!

Dress your neck in
colour and add a
little style to
your look!

Designed and 

handmade in

the UK, 

Perkins & Morley

‘Wilder’ collectio

depicts the best

characters of the

UK’s wildlife, all s

against a striking

textured 

background.

To see the whole collection visit

PERKINS & MORLEY
online at shop.perkinsandmorley.com

www.rockartisansigns.co.uk
or phone 01327 351561 for a brochure

ARTISAN POSTBOXES & SIGNS

Personalised 

cast metal, 

designed and 

hand made 

by master 

craftsmen, to 

order for you in 

our UK foundry. 

For inspiration 

browse
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If you’ve got a modern garden, these 
SMART TOOLS will keep it looking
fabulous for very little effort

Great gadgets

“Save time
on garden

chores with
these clever 
new tools”

 MICRO-DRIP STARTER SET

There’s just the right amount of clever
irrigation tech in this Starter Set to keep
your patio pots flowering all summer 
long, without breaking the bank. The set
contains a kit to irrigate seven pots and
two planters, plus a Water Control Flex to
fully automate the system with a selection
of watering schedules. Drip heads ensure
precisely the right amount of water is 
delivered directly to the root area, and
you can set the system to operate early in
the morning when evaporation losses are
at their lowest, to save water. The parts
connect quickly and easily, so it’s  
hassle-free to set up. Other starter sets
are available for hedges and flower or
veggie beds, too.
✽ Price: £69.99

 AQUABLOOM AUTOMATIC 

IRRIGATION SET

If your pots are far from a tap, then this 
solar-powered automatic irrigation set is the 
answer. The ready-to-use system doesn’t 
require a water tap or mains power supply,  
and it really couldn’t be easier to install.  
Pressure-equalising drip heads supply irrigation 
evenly for up to 20 plants, so it’s perfect for 
balconies and patios. There are 14 pre-defined 
watering schedules to choose from, and the 
combination of a solar panel and rechargeable 
battery means your plants still get watered in 
overcast weather.
✽ Price: £99.99

No 
effort 
atering

Keep  
pots 
drated

Editor’s 
picks  

2020-2021
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The GARDENA range is available at Blue Diamond, Dobbies and
selected garden centres. Find out more at www.gardena.com/uk

LIANO TEXTILE HOSE

This is so easy to use as it doesn’t kink or twist,
and it’s much more flexible than a traditional 

hose, which means you can manoeuvre 
it around garden furniture and 

pots. It’s really light, so 
fuss-free to carry around, 

and stores on any 
Gardena storage trolley. 
It’ll last, too – tested to 
35bar, the woven fibre 
technology makes this 
hose highly durable,

and it’s backed by a
30-year warranty
to prove it!
✽ Price: £69.99

for 30m

 BATTERY HANDYMOWER

If you don’t have a huge lawn, then this little 
mower will keep it looking fab, without taking 
up much space in your shed. It’s really light to 
push, and its small size makes it easy to 
manoeuvre around pots and patio edges. A 
pivoting handle means you can mow under 
garden furniture you can’t be bothered to 
move, too! And you can operate it with one 
hand, leaving the other free for a cup of tea. 
All in all, using it feels more like vacuuming 
the house than mowing the lawn.

Powered by an 18-volt battery that gives  
20 minutes of mowing time, this handy little 
mower will cope with lawns up to 50m2. It has 
three height settings, so you can get your lawn 
looking just how you like it. Another feature 
that makes it great for modern gardeners is 
that it chops the clippings into a mulch, which 
fertilisers the grass – and there’s no need to fill 
up your green bin with the clippings.
✽ Price: £119.99. Battery and charger  
sold separately.

CLASSICCUT BATTERY

GRASS AND SHEARS

Once you’ve got a set of these clippers, you’ll
wonder how you ever managed without them.
They’ll trim your lawn edges perfectly and, with
a battery run time of 50 minutes, you can tidy
up 800m on one charge. It clips shrubs too, with 
exchangeable blades that can be swapped 
without tools. The ergonomic handle is comfy, 
and the LED display that shows the battery 
status is useful. It can be attached to a 
telescopic handle with wheels (£39.99) if you’d 
rather not bend down.
✽ Price: £74.99

Smarten  
up lawn 

edges

Great  
or small 
lawns

Light  
and  

flexible

ADVERTISING FEATURE
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L
ike the loudest member of a brass
band, the jubilant trumpets of petunia
flowers herald the arrival of sunny
months. They’re a summer staple and

while the bushy types look great in
containers, there’s been a recent surge in
trailing varieties that’s crowned them the
kings of containers and hanging baskets.

If you want a hassle-free hanging basket,
simply fill it with the Surfinia range of trailing
petunias and you’ll quickly have a cascading
ball of blooms that’s the envy of your
neighbourhood. And while these pretty
flowers won’t last past autumn frosts, they’re
cheap as chips and will give you plenty of
bang for your buck.

Ditch any ideas you may have that
petunias don’t have a place in a modern
garden because, while there are plenty
of old-fashioned varieties, there are lots of
fabulously modern ones, too. Browse online
and you’ll be pleasantly surprised. From
innocent all-whites to almost black, flowers
with picotee edges (the rim is a different
colour to the centre), huge-bloomed
grandifloras and a mass of mini-petalled
multifloras, there’s a petunia that’ll suit your
plot perfectly. Start your search by Googling
colour-splashed ‘Night Sky’ – it’s nothing
short of outlandish! And don’t be put off by
neighbours naysaying that petunias won’t

    

...joyful 

Create a CHEERY SPLASH of colour
with a pot or basket packed with these
FAST-GROWING FLOWERS

survive a wet summer, as the newer varieties
have improved bad weather credentials.

✽ PICK HEALTHY PLANTS
At this time of year, you can buy petunias as
plug plants from garden centres, DIY stores,
supermarkets and online suppliers. Select
plants with lots of healthy, deep green leaves.
Reject any showing signs of stress or damage,
such as tired-looking yellowing, brown or
wilted leaves. If you can, turn the plant upside
down and ease it out of its pot – there should
be a good mix of compost and roots, and not
a tangle of pot-bound roots.

✽ KEEP THEM ALIVE
Petunias prefer a warm, sunny spot, but can
cope with partial shade. They love  
well-drained soil that holds plenty of moisture
in summer, so dig in lots of bulky organic
matter, such as planting compost or Verve
Soil Improver (£4.37/50L, diy.com), and
water in well. In containers, plant them in
multi-purpose (£8/120L, wickes.co.uk) or
potting compost (£1.50/8L, wilko.com).

✽ HELP THEM THRIVE
To ensure masses of blooms all through
summer, keep removing the fading flowers
and ensure the soil or compost stays moist.
Water thoroughly once a week or more often

PETUNIAS

➣

 BANGING BASKETS
Line your chosen basket with 
polythene and make a few holes in 
the bottom for drainage. Fill the 
basket with multi-purpose or potting 
compost (see left), make small holes 
for each plant, pop them in and then 
firm the compost around them. Water 
in well. ‘Purple Wave’, £12.99/24 plug 
plants vanmeuwen.com

for those plants in containers – daily in the 
height of summer – and feed weekly using  
a high potash liquid plant feed, such as 
Phostrogen All Purpose Soluble Plant Food 
(£4.25/800g, homebase.co.uk).

EXPECT TO PAY

£5.99/12  

jumbo plugs
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Plant 
omethin  

lovely



  

 

TIP Try to buy plants that aren’t already flowering.

 If they are, snip the flowers off before planting  

 so they focus on growing stronger roots 

The  
est plants 

to buy 
NOW!

PRETTY POTS
Make sure your containers
have drainage holes and put a
piece of broken pot or a stone
over each one to prevent them
clogging with compost. Fill the
pots with compost and add your
petunia plants. Surfinias are so
vigorous, you’ll only need one
plant per pot. To add to the burst
of colour, paint your planters
in a complementary, matching
or contrasting colour. Cuprinol
Garden Shades (£14/1L, 
homebase.co.uk) is perfect for
brightening up terracotta pots.
‘Surfinia Hot Pink’ and ‘Surfinia
White’, £7.99/6 jumbo plug 
plants jparkers.co.uk
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BEST BUYS

Petunia
 

TRY THIS!
With a starry pattern, this 
variety looks like it’s from 
a galaxy far, far away!  

£5.99/12, yougarden.com



SULTRY SLATE
Purple-toned grey slate 
looks fabulous with deep 
purple-flowered lavender, 
setting it off to perfection 
and mimicking its natural 
habitat. ‘Hidcote’, £4.95/1L 
pot lavenderworld.co.uk

 
 

GOOD IDEA!
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Small 
ardens, 
ig idea

 PERFECT PARTNERS
Lavender plants and olive trees 
love the same conditions so they 
make a successful combo in a big 
planter and will bring a summery 
Mediterranean feel to your patio. 
Lavandula stoechas ‘Fathead’,  
£7/1-1.5L pot burncoose.co.uk

 TIP Cut stems for vases in the early afternoon   

 when they’ll have the strongest perfume 



W
here would our gardens be 
without lavender? This versatile 
evergreen shrub brings beds, 
borders and containers to life 

all year round, and it’s nothing short of divine! 
Not only will lavender reward you with 
long-lasting flowers in all sorts of colours and 
shades – mainly purples and blues, but white 
and pinks, too – you can also use its 
perfumed blooms to scent your home, make  
skin-soothing body oils and relaxing bath 
salts, and even flavour shortbread too.

Although lavender flowers are fragrant, 
most of the smell is produced by an essential 
oil that is mainly released onto the leaves. 
This coating gives them a heady scent – try 
putting a sprig under your pillow for a restful 
night’s sleep – and also protects the leaves 
from heat, sun and drought. Which means 
less time watering it, and more time enjoying 
it! They’re also resilient to salt-laden air, so 
lavender is one of the go-to plants for coastal 
and seaside gardens. 

Bees and butterflies love lavender as much
as we do, and their pretty leaves are a brilliant
foil for other blooms, especially when used in
cool colour planting schemes with pinks,
whites, blues, purples and silver-leaved plants.

If you’re looking for a low, modern hedge,
then choose an English lavender (Lavandula
angustifolia) variety. Dwarf varieties,
traditionally ‘Hidcote’ and ‘Munstead’, make
for delightful edges to beds, too. If you want 
a single but stunning plant in a pot, go for 
French lavender (Lavandula stoechas). This 
‘bunny-eared’ lavender has sticky-uppy
bracts (modified leaves) at the top of the
flower spike that raise it high in the style
stakes. It’s not as tough as English lavender
though, so give it a warm, sunny spot and
soil that drains well in winter.

✽ PICK A HEALTHY PLANT
You can buy lavender plants online as well
as from garden centres, DIY stores and
supermarkets. Choose compact, bushy plants
with all stems well-covered in leaves. Ignore

June is a great time to add SUBLIME
SWATHES of this soothing, scented
beauty to your outside space

or send back those with sparse foliage and 
bare stems. Buying plants already in flower  
is absolutely fine.

✽ KEEP THEM ALIVE
Sun-loving lavenders are easy to look after, 
just as long as you give them a spot in good
sunlight. They need well-drained soil that 
holds some moisture in summer and drains 
well in winter, so dig in lots of bulky organic 
matter, such as planting compost or Verve 
Soil Improver (£4.37/50L, diy.com).

✽ HELP THEM THRIVE
Once they’ve settled into their new home, 
lavender plants become drought-tolerant, 
but water thoroughly whenever the soil  
feels dry, until you see new leaves starting to
grow. Trim them into shape every year, but 
avoid cutting into any old, brown woody 
growth or they will die. Tidy English lavender
in late summer/early autumn or mid-spring or
both, but French lavender in spring. Feed 
both types in spring with a granular fertiliser
such as Vitax Q4 (£9.99/2.5kg, crocus.co.uk).

PURPLE HAZE 
Match your container to the 
flower colour for a stylish modern 
look. Can’t find a pot in just 
the right shade? Then paint an 
old one using Cuprinol Garden 
Shades in Purple Pansy (£10/1L, 
bmstores.co.uk). ‘Anouk’, 
£14.99/3 x 12cm pots bakker.com

y

LAVENDER

  
‘Anouk’
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BEST BUYS

SCENT YOUR 
DRAWERS!
Cut flower heads 
with a few inches 
of stem and hang 
in bunches to dry.

EXPECT  

TO PAY

£4.95/1L pot
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C
onsider this a timely nudge if 
geums haven’t raised their pretty 
little heads onto your radar of 
easy-but-exquisite plants yet! 

Garden designers have been fans for a few
years – those soft splashes of orange you’ve
probably seen in pictures or in person in lots
of gardens at past RHS Chelsea Flower 
Shows? That’s ‘Totally Tangerine’. But now
geums are fast becoming a must-have for
all modern garden owners.

One reason they always star at Chelsea
is that geums are fabulous gap-fillers at this
time of year, flowering naturally in late May
and early June. They look great grown 
alongside alliums and aquilegias, which are
also at their best right now. But geums will
go on blooming for months after the alliums
have dried into colourless seed heads, to 
flower throughout summer and even into
early autumn. These troopers will bloom year
after year, and even when the flowers are 
over, they form a compact clump of 
year-round evergreen or semi-evergreen,
serrated, divided leaves, often with added
tints, touches and hues of purple and deep
reds. This makes them perfect for the front
of a border, where their foliage is effective at
suppressing weeds, or for patio pots. Some
varieties even go a step further with colourful
flower stems in shades of reds and purples.

Geums are in the rose family, and their 
flowers look like mini versions of these in a
range of colours from pale custard-yellow,
through oranges and peaches to deep 
crimson-red, often in a combination of tones. 
Lots of great new varieties have become 
available in recent years. If you’re in need  
of something to lift your spirits right now, try 
the Cocktails series. This new range of geums 
is strong and colourful – just how you like 
your cocktails! There’s ‘Banana Daiquiri’ 
(lemon-yellow flowers), ‘Cosmopolitan’ 
(cream and pink) and ‘Mai Tai’ (apricot and 
rose pink), all £5.99 each, jparkers.co.uk.

Oh, and slugs and snails seem to swerve 
clear of geums too. What’s not to like? Now’s 
a great time to plant them, so get cracking!

These gorgeous on-trend blooms are a
BREEZE TO GROW and will dazzle all
through summer. Plant some right now!

✽ PICK HEALTHY PLANTS
Some varieties of geums are available from
garden centres and DIY stores, and you can 
also buy a wider variety of plants online. 
Choose plants with good, bushy shapes and 
lots of strong, healthy growth. Avoid or send 
back those showing signs of stress or 
damage, such as tired-looking, yellowing or 
wilted leaves. If you can, carefully turn the 
plant upside down and ease off the pot – you 
want to see a good mix of compost and 
roots, and not a tangle of pot-bound roots.

✽ KEEP THEM ALIVE
Easy-going geums will grow in a sunny 
position, but they’d rather not endure hours 

of direct sunlight every day, and in light or
partial shade. They thrive in almost all types
of soil, as long as it remains moist in summer 
and well-drained in winter, so dig in lots of 
bulky organic matter, such as planting 
compost or try Verve Soil Improver 
(£4.37/50L, diy.com).

✽ HELP THEM THRIVE
To get masses of flowers all summer, water 
well during prolonged dry periods and feed 
regularly with a liquid plant food such as 
Phostrogen All Purpose Soluble Plant Food 
(£4.25, homebase.co.uk). Snip off flower 
stems once the flowers fade, and tidy up any 
old foliage in spring.

...gemstone

GEUMS

EXPECT  

TO PAY

£5.99/6 plants

EXPERT EDGERS

Their thin, wiry, almost see-through 
stems mean geums can be planted at 
the front of beds and borders without 
obstructing other plants behind them.

VASE LIFE

Team fiery geum ‘Queen 
of Orange’ (£5.99/6 
plants, jparkers.co.uk) 
with blue forget-me-
nots and strappy grasses 
for a sizzling combo.



  

 TIP With their long wiry stems, geums   make excellent cut flowers; and the more   you cut, the more will grow! 

 GO SOLO
For a wow-factor pot of geums, don’t mix and 
match. Choose just one variety of plant and a 
pot that isn’t too large, so that it looks full with 
leaves cascading around the edges. Use John 
Innes No3 compost, which has more oomph than 
a multi-purpose compost and will ensure your 
display goes on for months – and for years to 
come! ‘Mai Tai’, £7.50/9cm plant sarahraven.com

GEUMS IN THE GRASS
‘Totally Tangerine’ looks 
uber-modern planted  
among grasses and will 
wave wonderfully in the 
slightest breeze. £17.99/3L 
pot primrose.co.uk

Live life 
 in full 
bloom

BEST BUYS
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Day 1
CUT THE POCKETS
Rectangles look best, so keep it simple.

YOU WILL NEED

✽ Tape measure and pencil or chalk

✽ Saw, ideally an electric jigsaw

✽ Safety goggles, face mask and gloves

✽ Sandpaper or electric sander

✽ Wood preservative, try Cuprinol Clear Wood
Preserver, £13 diy.com

WHAT TO DO

1 Work out where the runners or supports under the
deck are situated, as you don’t want to cut through these!
Just look for the lines of screws to see where the supports
are underneath. Mark out the areas for
the planting pocket(s) using a pencil
or chalk.
2 Once you’re happy, cut out the
pockets. The small blade of an electric
jigsaw is perfect for inserting into
narrow gaps between decking boards.
3 Sand for smooth, splinter-free edges.
4 Treat all cut edges using a wood
preservative, or stain if the decking is
originally stained, and allow to dry. This
might be a good time to clean and re-
treat the whole deck if it’s looking tired!

Day 2
ADD YOUR PLANTS
Improve the compacted soil so your greenery will thrive.

YOU WILL NEED

✽ Garden spade and fork

✽ Planting compost, try Verve Soil Improver,
£4.37 diy.com

✽ Plants of your choice

✽ Granular fertiliser, try Miracle-Gro All Purpose
Continuous Release Plant Food, £5 wilko.com

WHAT TO DO

1 Dig over each planting area, break up any compacted
soil, remove the roots of any perennial weeds and clear
away any rubble or other debris. Dig in the compost.

2 Stand the plant pots in a bucket of
water for half an hour before planting
to ensure the roots are moist.
3 Arrange the pots in your pockets
to get your desired look.
4 Dig a hole twice the size of each
pot and mix compost and a little
fertiliser with the soil from the hole.
Remove the plant from the pot, place
in the hole so that the top of the root
ball is level with the surrounding soil.
Back fill with the soil mix and firm
down using your fingers. Water well.

T
here’s a big trend right now to break up large
expanses of sterile decking with squares of lush
planting. And it really couldn’t be easier to do! Best
of all, you’ve probably already got most of what 

you need to create a planting pocket in your deck, so it’s the 
perfect project this summer.

Breaking up your decking with one or two of these focal 
points will add height and interest, and make the area seem 
bigger. It’s easy to tailor the pockets to whatever size you 
want, so, if you’ve got a large deck, you can use this idea to 
zone the area. And if you use planting pockets to replace the 
pots on your decking, then you won’t have to worry about 
them marking or staining the wood, or the risk of wood rot if a 
pot sits in the same place for a while and is watered regularly.

All you need to do is cut a neat hole in your decking and 
plant straight into the ground below, filling the space with 

dense-growing, evergreen foliage so it looks good all year
round. If your decking is raised to a height that means that’s
not practical, simply sink a trough into the pocket. You can cut 
the hole to exactly accommodate your planter so it holds it 
securely in place, and either sink the planter so the top is flush 
with the deck or leave the edge slightly proud of the wood to 
create an extra level of loveliness.

For the fullest, boldest effect, simplify your planting 
scheme and limit the number of different plants. Just two are 
used here – flag irises and London pride – to dramatic effect. 
Limit the colour palette, too – using one or two tones looks 
great. You could even plant a large shrub or small tree in the 
pocket, casting some welcome shade if your deck is a suntrap. 
When choosing your plants, bear in mind the gap between 
ground and deck, as you don’t want small plants that will 
languish and sulk unseen below the deck.
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Cut PLANTING POCKETS into your deck
and give it a whole new look this weekend

Update your

WHAT IT COST

✽ Wood preserver, £13

✽ Planting compost, £4.37

✽ Granular fertiliser, £5

✽ Plants, if you use our three 
cheery silver suggestions, see 

panel on p81, £59.08

TOTAL: £81.45

Done in a 
WEEKEND

Stay  
at home 

SPECIAL



3more perfect
pocket plants

Foliage with a silver hue looks great
against wood tones, and these plants
are all suitable for a sunny position.
They won’t need much watering once
they’re established.
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EASY IDEAS

London pride

 TIP Paint a border around your planting  

 pocket in a contrasting colour to give  

 it standout appeal 

£8
1.45

SILVER SPEAR  

The spear-shaped evergreen leaves of 
‘Silver Shadow’ look like they’ve been 
dusted with silver. It’s mainly grown for its 
leaves, but yellowish-green flowers may 
pop up in spring, followed by orange 
berries. Height 1.2m Spread 1.5m. 
£24.99/2L pot crocus.co.uk

SEA ROSEMARY  

The romantic, silvery grey-green leaves 
of ‘Silver Jubilee’ are woolly beneath  
and topped with dense clusters of red 
flower buds that open into small, fragrant, 
white flower heads in summer. Height 
2.4m Spread 1.5m. £12.50/2-3L pot 
burncoose.co.uk

CIDER GUM

This eucalyptus has beautifully rounded, 
silvery-blue leaves. Left to its own 
devices, it forms a large tree, but if you 
give all the stems a chop every April, it 
makes a fabulous bush that looks great in 
decking. Height 2.5m Spread 1m. 
£21.59/3L pot thompson-morgan.com

Flag



What to buy
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W
hether you’re staying 
at home or you’re a 
key worker enduring 
tough shifts, we all 

need a little more love in our lives 
right now. And this combo will bring 
you bloom-shaped bliss in spades. 

Sunny purple coneflowers 
combine with a tranquil haze of
Verbena bonariensis and tactile
Mexican feather grass to create
a soft, romantic feel with modern
styling. Plant in well-drained soil in
a sunny border and they will look
after themselves all summer long,
giving you plenty of time to sit
back, relax and feel the love.

Plant a 
MODERN 
ROMANCE 
CORNER
Every month we give you easy ideas for 
creating a special corner in your garden

PURPLE CONEFLOWER 

Cheerful, daisy-like blooms draw your 
attention with their vivid orange central 
cones and rosy-purple petals. Butterflies 
love them too. Height 1.5m Spread 
45cm. £6.99/4 plants vanmeuwen.com

VERBENA BONARIENSIS 

Stealing hearts with its romantic confetti of 
small purple flowers, this plant adds height 
but with a light and airy feel. It looks magical 
on balmy summer evenings. Height 1m 
Spread 50cm. £5.99/9cm pot suttons.co.uk

MEXICAN FEATHER GRASS

Dreamy wisps of golden foliage topped  
with fluffy flower heads billow in the slightest 
breeze, making them irresistible to touch. 
Height 60cm Spread 30cm. £8.39/9cm pot 
thompson-morgan.com

Make 
 life 

 lovely
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EASY IDEAS

Three more fall-in-love combinations 

BRONZE FENNEL 

Tiny yellow flowers held high above bronze-
purple, feathery foliage make a striking addition 
to a sunny border. Too handsome to be banished 
to the herb patch! Height 1.8m Spread 45cm. 
£2.10/10cm pot norfolkherbs.co.uk

VERBENA ‘BAMPTON’

Masses of small lavender-pink flowers, held  
on long slender stems above purple-flushed 
foliage, create a beautiful airy purple haze. 
Thrives in a sunny, moist spot. Height 100cm 
Spread 75cm. £6.70/1L pot bethchatto.co.uk

FRENCH LAVENDER 

Dark plum flower heads with lilac petals 
resemble fluttering butterfly wings, diffusing their 
heady scent on a warm summer breeze. Make 
sure it’s well-drained. Height 60cm Spread 
60cm. £3.50/9cm pot hooksgreenherbs.com

MEADOW CLARY 

Bees will love you for growing this easy-going 
native with its abundant long spikes of  
violet-blue flowers. Keep the loving going by 
promptly snipping off faded blooms. Height 
1m Spread 50cm. £5.99/9cm pot crocus.co.uk

DEVIL’S-BIT SCABIOUS 

Create a lovely see-through effect with these 
rounded, violet-blue, pincushion flower heads 
on long delicate stems. Loved by many insects 
for its plentiful nectar. Height 1m Spread 90cm. 
£5.20/9cm pot claireaustin-hardyplants.co.uk

BLOODY CRANESBILL 

Bright magenta flowers smother low-growing 
hummocks of fresh green foliage, putting on a 
great show. Tough as old boots, but at their best 
in a well-drained, sunny spot. Height 30cm 
Spread 40cm. £6.99/9cm pot crocus.co.uk

MULLEIN 

Add pizazz to your border with majestic 
spikes of purple-centred, bright yellow 
flowers. Encourage new flower stems by 
cutting back faded blooms. Height 1.1m 
Spread 45cm. £7.99/9cm pot crocus.co.uk

ROSE ‘BURGUNDY ICE’ 

Velvety, lightly scented, dark plum blooms 
continue from June to October, as long as you 
snip off fading flowers. The epitome of 
romance and a real stunner! Height 90cm 
Spread 60cm. £12.95/4L pot britishroses.co.uk 

PURPLE FOUNTAIN GRASS

Rich burgundy, strappy foliage with beautiful 
arching plumes of red, feathery flowers. Likes 
a sunny spot and needs protecting from frost, 
but well worth the trouble! Height 90cm 
Spread 45cm. £8.99/9cm pot crocus.co.uk

Native to

BRITAIN

Pretty

URPLES

Sunny 
sangria

SHADES
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PLUS! SEASIDE STYLE, OUTDOOR RUGS & MORE!

Quick and easy ideas to

give your plot a holiday feel Garden makeovers packed with

ideas for you to pinch

Enjoy a festival weekend

in your garden
Upcycled makes to create

a barbecue zone
 Fun projects to update  

 your outside space 

✽ ORDER MODERN 
GARDENS ONLINE AT 

GREATMAGAZINES.CO.UK 
A D ENJOY FREE DELIVERY 

TO YOUR DOOR!

Do you want Modern Gardens magazine delivered
directly to your home? Just fill in the form, take it
to your local Martin McColl’s store or your local
newsagent, and they will do the rest – it’s that easy. 
You stay at home, and we’ll do the leg work!

Terms and Conditions Availability of home delivery is subject to delivery areas operated by your local store. Most but not all Martin McColl’s stores operate a Home News 
Delivery Service. You can check your nearest operating store by visiting www.mccolls.co.uk/in-store-services, scroll down to the ‘Home News Delivery’ segment and enter your 
postcode. Other magazines are also available from your local Martin McColl’s store. Visit the website for more details. Delivery charges may by applied by the supplying store.

Name: ..............................................................................................................

Address: ..........................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................

Postcode:  ........................................................................................................

Tel Number:  ....................................................................................................

HOME DELIVERY!
Get your favourite magazine  

delivered straight to your door

SIMPLY CUT OUT AND TAKE TO 

YOUR LOCAL NEWSAGENT ✁
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LLET BAR
@home_with_the_

oakleighs made this fabulous bar out of
wooden pallets.

YOU WILL NEED

✽ Saw and screwdriver

✽ 2 wooden pallets

✽Wood screws, try Forgefix,
£8.60/100 amazon.co.uk

✽ Lengths of wood

WHAT TO DO
1 Use the saw to cut one of the pallets
in half.
2 Lay the other wooden pallet on the
floor and fix each of the sawn halves to
the sides to create a U-shape using the
screws and screwdriver.
3 Turn the structure upright and measure
the lengths of wood – you will need two
planks wider than the bar and two smaller
lengths to create each side.
4 Cut and fix into place using screws.

T
he weather’s getting better and many
of us are missing afternoon drinks in
sunny pub gardens. Time then to
create a chic and stylish garden bar.

It will make sitting outside, glass in hand, all the
more enjoyable and, when life eventually gets
back to normal, you’ll have a great spot to

socialise with friends and family. Leftover pieces
of wood or decking boards, veggie crates, old
pallets and even unwanted furniture can be
transformed into something quite lovely, so
have a go this weekend – and don’t forget to
share the results on our Facebook page – search
for ‘Modern Gardens Magazine’.

The pubs may be shut but you can
enjoy DRINKS AT YOURS all the

more with these clever upcycling ideas
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Stay  
at home 
SPECIAL
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SIMPLE MAKES
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Done  
in an 
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SHED-SIDE BAR TABLE
We love the way that @gems_home_ has created a
super-stylish bar up against her shed. Her husband made
using some leftover decking, which she then painted.

YOU WILL NEED

✽ 3 lengths of leftover planks/decking boards

✽ Wood screws, try Forgefix, £8.60/100 amazon.co.uk

✽ Screwdriver

✽ 2 decorative wooden supports, cut to shape  
from leftover wood

✽ Exterior wood paint, Cuprinol Silver Copse,  
£14/5L wickes.co.uk

✽ Spirit level

WHAT TO DO
1 Measure and cut the planks/boards for one top piece and 
two side pieces for you chosen design. 
2 Lay the top board on its side and line up one side board 
at a 90-degree angle, approximately 12cm from the edge. 
Screw together and repeat with the other side board.
3 Screw a decorative support inside each upright board. 
4 Paint all the wood with two coats and leave to dry.
5 Stand the U-shape structure upright and position against 
the wall, making sure it’s straight and level.
6 Screw the structure to the side of your shed. 

BRIGHT ICE BUCKET
A super-simple way to upgrade an old zinc bucket.

YOU WILL NEED

✽ Old zinc container (no holes in the base!)

✽ Leftover wrapping paper of your choice

✽ Mod Podge Matte Finish, £5/236ml hobbycraft.co.uk

WHAT TO DO
1 Clean the container inside and out. Leave to dry.
2 Cut the wrapping paper to fit the outside of the container.
3 Fix the paper into place using the Mod Podge.
4 When it’s dry, paint a layer of Mod Podge over the surface
of the paper and leave to dry.

£1

£5

FAST FENCE
No space for a full bar? The
idea @steven.hillman.94 – ge

YOU WILL NEED

✽ Small wooden pallet

✽ Saw and sander, or sandpaper

✽Nails

✽Heavy duty 3-hole hook D rings x
picturehangingdirect.co.uk £1.69/4

✽Wood screws, try Forgefix, £8.60/100
amazon.co.uk

WHAT TO DO
1 Deconstruct the pallet and use the saw to cut it
into different sections: you will need a back and a
front piece, a shelf, four side pieces and a section
for hanging the glasses.
2 Sand smooth the edges of the sections.
3 Nail all the parts together as shown in the image.
4 Attach the hooks to the back of the structure,
screw into the fence, hang and enjoy!

We love

summer!

£1.6
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 TIP To get the height of your bar right, 

 stand the chairs or stools you’ll use next to 

 the shed before cutting the wood 

 

 
 

GOOD IDEA!

 

  



➣

DON’T FORGET
THE DOG!
Here’s @RonnieG_The_Pug with his water
bar! Make one for your pet, too.

YOU WILL NEED

✽ Wood screws, try Forgefix, £8.60/100
amazon.co.uk, and screwdriver

✽ 2 x 60m lengths of wood

✽ 2 x 30cm lengths of wood

✽ 4 x 40cm lengths of wood

✽ Permanent marker pen or leftover
black paint

WHAT TO DO
1 Screw together at a right angle the two
60cm pieces of wood to the two 30cm
pieces to create two L-shapes.
2 Stand upright and screw three of the
40cm pieces of wood at each end to create
the base.
3 Paint a sign with pen or paint on the last
piece of 40cm wood and screw into the
two vertical boards. Add your pet’s choice
of bowl.

ZONING LETTERS
Kayleigh and Luke @building_the_dream_2016 turned a
corner of their garden into a bar, and the finishing touch
was this gorgeous sign. Here’s how to make your own letters
using cardboard and paint.

YOU WILL NEED

✽ Pencil

✽ Saw

✽ Leftover MDF

✽ Leftover wood stain – try Ronseal, £5.99 therange.co.uk

✽ Paintbrush

✽ Heavy duty waterproof adhesive

WHAT TO DO
1 Using the pencil, draw the letters of the message you want
– gin, beer or wine bar – onto the MDF. The easiest way to
do this is to print out a large letter, then cut the shape out
and use as a stencil.
2 Cut each letter out, paint and leave to dry thoroughly.
3 Fix to your wall or fence using adhesive.

Free

Simple

& stylish
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Drink
anyone?
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DRINKS DISPLAY
Lorraine from @pebbleandplume wanted to show off her
gin collection in her outdoor bar and came up with this
fabulous idea.

YOU WILL NEED

✽ Paintbrush and leftover paint

✽ Selection of different size wooden crates – source
for free from veg and fruit shops

✽ Spirit level, pencil and screwdriver

✽Wood screws, try Forgefix, £8.60/100 amazon.co.uk

WHAT TO DO
1 Paint each crate inside and out, leave to dry, paint again
if necessary and leave to fully dry.
2 Use a spirit level and pencil to mark on the wall where
you want to position each crate.
3 Hold the crate in position and screw in place at each
inside corner Repeat for the other crates

SHED UPGRADE
Amy @our.home19 decided that turning half of the
garden shed into a bar was a much more fun idea than
using it for tool storage!  

YOU WILL NEED

✽ Saw

✽ Two pieces of MDF and three wooden batons

✽ Wood screws, try Forgefix, £8.60/100 amazon.co.uk

✽ Zinc Plated Knotted Chain, £7.50 homebase.co.uk

✽ Chain fixings - 4 steel eye pad plates and 4 carabiner 
clips, Homper 304 Stainless Steel Oblong Eye Pad 
Plate and Carabiner Clips, £11.99/6 amazon.co.uk

✽ Steel Butt Hinge, L51mm, £1.59/2 wickes.co.uk

✽ Small length of wood and long nail

WHAT TO DO
1 Remove the window and the central frame support.  
If you don’t have a window, you’ll need to cut a panel out 
of the shed side/front. 

2 Cut the MDF pie
frame, making sure the MDF fits snugly into
Cut the batons to the same height as the MDF.
3 To create the drop-down flap, lay one piece of MDF
on the ground and position the batons at each end and
one in the middle. Place the other piece of MDF over
the top and screw into place along the lengths of the 
batons. If the screw ends protrude through the MDF 
then either cut them off or cover over.
4 Measure the chains – they need to be long enough 
to allow the flap to sit at a 90-degree angle from the 
side of the shed. Use the fixings to attach the chains to 
each end of the flap one third from the top.
5 Attach the hinges to the flap and position it in the 
hole. Fix the hinges to the bottom of the window frame. 
6 Work out where the two hanging chains need to be 
fixed on the inside of each side of the frame to create a 
90-degree angle. Fix into place.
7 Check that the flap can be pulled up and inwards and 
fits shut snugly.
8 Nail the small length of wood above the top of the 
frame, but not too hard as you need to be able to move 
it round to keep the flap in place when it’s upright. 

£21.08

Free

So  
EASY!
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 TIP Fix crates both vertically and horizontally   so they’ll neatly house bottles of different heights 
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STYLISH
We love this sign f
– personalise your garden bar with one thats

YOU WILL NEED

✽ Piece of wood cut to the size and shape you want

✽Chalkboard paint, £4.99/250ml drinkstuff.com

✽ Selection of stencils – try stencilstash.co.uk

✽Chalk pens, £7.99/8 amazon.co.uk

WHAT TO DO
1 Paint the piece of wood and leave to dry.
2 Draw your design onto the board freehand or use the
stencil shapes and letters.

SIMPLE MAKES

DRINKS CHE
Susie @thelittletop (thelittletop.co.uk) set up this lovely 
outdoor space with a bar made from an old chest of drawers.

YOU WILL NEED

✽ Electric sander or sandpaper

✽ Old chest of drawers or cabinet

✽ Paintbrush and leftover exterior wood paint 
 
WHAT TO DO
1 Sand down the furniture to remove any old paint or 
varnish. Wipe over using a damp cloth to remove any dust 
or debris and leave to dry.
2 Paint the furniture, taking care to ensure the back looks 
its best as this is what will be on show. Follow the paint 
manufacturer’s instructions for how many coats to apply 
and drying time. 
3 Once dry, move the furniture into position, with the 
back facing outwards and the drawers or cupboard space 
accessible to the ‘bar tender’! 
4 Fill with glasses, cocktail accessories and drinks, and 
you’re ready to go.

 

£12.98

CORNER MINI BAR
This clever idea incorporates a chopping board for
slicing up your lemons.

YOU WILL NEED

✽ Large wooden pallet sawn in half or 2 small ones

✽ Leftover exterior wood paint

✽ Wood screws, try Forgefix, £8.60/100 amazon.
co.uk, and screwdriver

✽ Two pieces of slate – or use tiles

WHAT TO DO

1 Paint the pallet pieces inside and out, leave to dry and 
repeat if necessary.
2 Stand the pallets on their end with the bars on the 
outside and screw into place at each of the joint sections.
3 Lay the slate on top. 
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 TIP Keep the bar sturdy and safe  

 by attaching it to the wall using  

 D-ring hooks and screws 



Pinch a few plastic bottles from your recycling bin and
transform them into CHEERY PLANTERS this

 love

£1

TRY THIS!

Pierce the lid of a clean milk
container a few times using a

skewer to make a gentle
water-sprinkler for seedlings

Stay  
at home 

SPECIAL

Recycle 
your 
stuff

30
MINUTES

YOU WILL NEED 

✽ Plastic milk bottle, washed, labels removed

✽ Scissors

✽ Sharpie pens

✽ Hanging Basket Chain, £1 wilko.com

✽ Scrunched-up piece of newspaper

✽ Potting compost

✽ Leafy plant

✽ Fabric scrap

WHAT TO DO

1 Cut away the bottom section of the bottle.

2 Add a face to the bottle using the pens.

3 Pierce three holes around the top of the
bottle, two at the front and one at the back.
Fix the chain to the holes.

4 Place the newspaper in the base of the
planter, top with compost and add your plant.

5 Tie the fabric around the rim.

Brighten up your kitchen with 
this characterful container! 
Tracey @tlt4894 made this one.

HAIRSTYLE 
HANGER

 TIP Two-pint milk containers work too, 

 so create a family of colourful characters 
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SUPERFAST MAKE!

FUN PINK PIGGY POT

Rinse out an old plastic bottle,
remove labels and pierce holes
in the base. Cut away one side
and use it to create two ears.
Make a slit either side of the
bottle towards the top and
push an ear into each hole.
Give it all a couple of coats
of pink acrylic paint (£2.02,
littlecraftybugs.co.uk). Add some
eyes and a snout using a black
marker pen. Fill with compost and plants.

YOU WILL NEED

✽ Plastic milk bottle, washed, labels removed

✽ Scissors and metal skewer

✽ 2 x 1m lengths of Whites Jute Garden
Twine, £1.95/100m homebase.co.uk

✽ Potting compost

✽ Plant

PERGOLA POST
PLANTERS

Enjoy blooms at eye height!
1 Cut aro  move
the top, then one-th  each
side of the handle to remove th

2 Pierce drainage holes in the base of the bottle.

3 Add two holes at the back of the bottle,
towards the base. Thread a length of twine
through thesde holes, leaving a loose end either
side. Thread the other length of twine through
the handle.

4 Tie the bottle to your pergola post, then add
the compost and plant. Water well.

£1.95
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Palma - Corner Rattan Garden Loun e Set

This luxurious and generously sized outdoor lounge set, is

made from expertly woven rattan and sits on a robust 

powder coated steel frame with chunky comfy cushions.

It will seat up to 9 and comes with a matching table that

has a tempered glass table top. Perfect for garden parties

and lazy late night summer suppers. Normally £699, this 

stylish set is now available at an incredible £599*. To receive 

your £100 discount please quote discount code MGMAY20 

at checkout. This contemporary rattan lounge set comes 

with 1 year constructional warranty.

SAVE
£100

A style guide to the outside
Industry exper t and founder of Out and Out Original, Daniel Fairburn, 
brings you this seasonís best deals on designer furniture.

Visit www.outandout.com or call 02037 728 752 for more
exciting deals and discounts.

SAVE
£100

Santorini - Lounge Set with Cushions

This sleek modular looking lounge is truly versatile 

and can be arranged in several different ways. 

Consisting of one left hand and one right hand sofa, 

two ottomans and a compact coffee table, a simple 

re-arrangement of the pieces enables you to turn it 

into 2 chase longues, 2 day beds or keep all 4 pieces 

separate for a more sociable outdoor lounge space. 

Available in Grey and Blue and includes a 12 month 

warranty. Normally £699, itís now available at an 

amazing £599*. To receive your £100 discount 

quote code MGMAY20 at checkout.

To receive your £100 discount on any of these products quote code MGMAY20 at checkout
at www.outandout.com or call 02037 728 752 before 24.06.2020. 

*Excludes delivery

Contactless 

Delivery

Available

Marbella - 5-Seater Corner Lounge Set

The ideal addition to your outdoor space, this stunning 

outdoor lounge set offers comfort and style at an

affordable price. Normally £599, itís now available for 

just £499* when you quote discount code MGMAY20 

Bang on trend in gorgeous shades of grey, this set is

designed with a contemporary feel. Itís hardwearing,

woven in strong polyrattan on a galvanised steel

frame. The comfy cushion covers can be removed and 

hand washed with care. The sofa and armchair seats

5 easily, and includes a tempered, glass-topped coffee 

table so you can entertain outside with ease. Virtually 

maintenance-free.

SAVE
£100



YOUR GARDENS

J U N E 2 0 2 0 M O D E R 3

NOW I’M AT HOME ALL DAY, I can’t be bothered to
y cushions away! Are there some I can leave
utside, even if we get a summer shower?
hristine Powell, Greater Manchester

e’re big fans of the Aralia Showerproof
tdoor Cushions from John Lewis (johnlewis.
m), not least because they are a very

ordable £12 each! There are lots of
her showerproof designs, too, including
me £10 monocolour garden cushions
on-trend Plaster and Dusty Green.
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Q A&
GOT A QUESTION? We’ve got the answer, 
whether it’s about a plant, a tricky spot or  
a product you need

 I WANT TO
ENCOURAGE A
FRIEND TO ST

GARDENING as she’s
struggling to stay sane in
lockdown. Is there a kit I c
order that makes it easy?
Mary Flint, Herts
 
Head to seedpantry.co.uk, w
you can buy single boxes o
subscribe to the Grow Club
monthly boxes delivered to
friend’s door. Prices start at
£12.99/month.

I THINK MY CLE
HAS WILT DISEA
have gone brown a

wilted. What can I do?
Lynne Francis, Dorset

Most people who think they h
clematis with wilt disease do
have a wilted plant! With c
wilt, the leaves turn black
brown) overnight. Mo
due to physical dam
stems, due to th
breaking during
being damaged whe
eaten by pests such as s
Just water thoroughly during
dry periods and feed with Phost
All Purpose Soluble Plant Food
(£4.25/800g, homebase.co.uk).

Q

Q

Q

WHAT CAN I DO WITH MY

CARNATIONS AND DIANTHUS when 

hey have finished flowering? They are quite 

eggy, although I do get lots of flowers.

Margaret Schofield, Perth

Both these plants can become leggy after a few years, 

especially if they’re not getting enough direct sunshine 

or if they’re in soil that’s too wet and doesn’t drain. When 

they’ve finished blooming, cut back the flower stems to 

where they join the main plant. And while you’re at it, give 

the plant a quick trim all over to tidy it up. Feeding with 

a high potash fertiliser, such as Phostrogen All Purpose 

Soluble Plant Food (£4.25/800g, homebase.co.uk), may 

help encourage further flowers. 

Q

Plant dianthus in a sunny, well-drained spot for a cluster of blooms June-September
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 I STRUGGLE TO GET PLANTS TO GROW next to my 
conifer hedge. Any ideas what will survive? 
Becky Davis, Dyfed

The soil here will be very dry and
starved of nutrients because of the
greedy conifer roots. Sort out that
soil and you can plant just about
anything you like in it! And it’s easy.
Dig the area over and mix in as
much bulky organic matter as
possible, such as tree and shrub

planting compost (£7.90,
chewvalleytrees.co.uk). Adding
moisture-retention gel (£4/250g,
wilko.com) will help, too. When you
pop in your plants, add compost to
the individual planting holes, and
keep them thoroughly watered
during prolonged dry periods.

Q

  MY MAGNOLIA TREE HASN’T  

FLOWERED YET. Will pruning it help?

Mavis Amos, Somerset

Some magnolias can take a couple of years to settle into

their new home before they flower. If it looks healthy and

it’s in a spot where it gets plenty of light, then encourage

it to flower with a feed of sulphate of potash (£5/1kg,  

wilko.com). Magnolias don’t really like to be pruned, so put

your secateurs away!

Q

I WANT AN AUTOMATIC WATERING SYSTEM FOR
MY POTS, but only have a water butt supply. Is there
anything available?

Terri Charles, Bucks

Yes, the Irrigatia Automatic
Watering System, £74.99,
greenfingers.com, is an automatic
dripper system that is solar
powered and for use with
water butts and any other
non-pressurised water source.
Being solar powered, it waters
more when it’s sunny – clever!

JUST ASK!  
Want some design inspiration or got a garden question you’d like 
answered? Get in touch, including a picture if you have one, by 
email at moderngardens@bauermedia.co.uk 

I’VE GOT A SMALL GARDEN and don’t 

have enough room for a large barbecue. 

Can you recommend a small portable one that I 

can keep in the shed when I’m not using it?

Angela Felstead, Lincs

There are lots of small but very stylish barbecues, 

whatever your budget. The Argos Home Portable Round 

BBQ (above, £12.50, argos.co.uk) and Landmann 

Piccolino (£44.99, landmann.com) both run on charcoal. 

You’ll need to pay more for a gas-powered one – try 

BeefEater Bugg (£301.50, gardentrends.co.uk) or Weber 

Go-Anywhere (£159.99, bbqworld.co.uk).

Q

Q



H E N C H M A N  P R E V E N T I N G  F A L L S  F R O M  L A D D E R S

O Ladders account for 40% of all
working at height falls in the UK**

O 48,000 ladder users a year
attend A&E for injuries†

O Ladder falls account for a
1/3rd of all home fatalities††

Step ladders are designed for use on flat

hard ground, which makes them unstable

on uneven or soft ground.

HENCHMAN Tripod Ladders are different.

The 3-legged design, extra wide standing

platform and clawlike feet make it far more 

secure especially on uneven soft ground. 

In addition, it has a ‘crows nest’ platform at its 

highest point you can tuck in and brace your 

thighs against for added safety. Incredibly 

lightweight, a HENCHMAN Tripod Ladder is 

easy to carry and manoeuvre making it ideal for

jobs in the garden as well as general DIY.

O   Made from premium, lightweight aluminium

O   All joints welded for strength & long life

O   Wide feet prevent sinking

O   Rubber over feet for hard surfaces*

O   Available in sizes between 6ft – 16ft 
to suit any job

O   5 year guarantee

Also available in PROFESSIONAL RANGE

PLATFORM TRIPOD LADDER PRICE LIST

6ft   £225 8ft £265

10ft   £325 12ft £365

6ft   £275 8ft £349 10ft £415

12ft £475 14ft £535 16ft £615

Adjustable 
Legs3

Adjustable 
Leg1

“An intuitive and 
well-designed 
tripod ladder 
that felt safe in 
use and handy 
for a variety 
of gardening 
tasks.”     

 Good Housekeeping
 Institute Expert

FREE 
RUBBER FEET*

WORTH £25
when you quote code 

MG2705
on ordering

Be Safe
at Height 
with the 
Platform Tripod Ladder

 
  

Work in 
Safety & 
Comfort

Stable on 
uneven ground

97% GREAT 
OR EXCELLENT

For more information or to order,
call today on 03333 444 229 or
visit www.henchman.co.uk/modern
To receive your FREE Rubber Feet, add them to your order
and then apply discount code MG2705 prior to checkout

**Based on HSE current ‘fall from height’ statistics. †Based on fi gures 

from Rehab UK. ††Based on fi gures from Bureau of Labor Statistics.
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“I’m in the garden
”

* I share my
garden with…
my husband Joe, our
one-year-old daughter
Martha, and our cat Tiny.
The house and garden
have been one big

renovation project. We moved into our
Victorian terrace in 2014 and started the
garden transformation about 18 months ago.

✽My garden is… a rectangular
shape, south facing and a bit of a work in
progress. Luckily, I have a great canvas to
build on because it gets a lot of sunshine. We
started the garden project in summer 2018,
concentrating on the patio and raised beds.
Our French kitchen doors are bathed in sunlight

My favourite spot for
breakfast in the sun

I’ve filled my raised
beds with dahlias and
‘Limelight’ hydrangeas

 My cat Tiny sitting by 
the geranium windowbox

in the morning, so we wanted to create a little 
courtyard there. I introduced lots of evergreens, 
and plants that look good for as much of the 
year as possible. Jasmine, hydrangeas, dahlias, 
agapanthus and rambling roses are a few of my 
favourites, and our bay windowboxes are filled 
with geraniums and lobelias. Joe is not much 
of a gardener and rolls his eyes when I drag 
him round yet another garden centre to buy 
more plants. He loves the end result, though!

Although we live in the middle of London, 
I love the country cottage look. Anything too 
pristine or minimalist is a ‘no-no’ for me. I’ve 
tried to create wild, rambling greenery alongside 
pops of colour. And our comfy garden furniture 
on the patio brings the inside outside, so we 
can spend as much time outdoors as possible. 

This month we take a peek at  
Jacqueline Mercer’s peaceful  
country-garden oasis in London
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YOUR GARDENS

Get in touch Tell us all about your garden by
emailing moderngardens@bauermedia.co.uk

My sofa and chairs from
John Lewis and table from

West Elm provide the perfect spot
for relaxing in the sunshine

I’m blessed 
with generous 

hydrangea blooms

Inside-outside living is important to 
us as a family and allows us to enjoy 
the garden so much more.

* Favourite plant  
Dahlias. I can’t get enough of them! They’re 
stunning, and with so many varieties 
and colours, and with their long seasons, 
I can enjoy them for weeks on end.

* Latest project  
I’m planning a new area at the bottom of 
the garden where I’ll be introducing plants 
that grow well in the shade, such as foxgloves 
and delphiniums. I’m really excited about it.

* My top tip  
Think about how your garden will look 
at different points in the year. In the 
past, I’ve focussed on flowers that would 
bloom and fade at the same time, which 
meant I’d have bare periods. One plant I’d 
recommend to keep flowers going all year 
is evergreen jasmine. It covers our fences 
and wall, and really helps to fill the gaps.

* What my garden 
means to me
There’s nowhere else I’d rather be when the 
sun’s shining, and I can sit back and enjoy my 
hard work. It’s my little sanctuary in the city!

✽ Jacqueline’s Instagram is @tinyandthehouse

We eat, socialise and just relax out there. 
Being freelance, I tend to work outside too. 
Whatever the weather – even on a cold winter’s 
day – I can be found pottering outdoors.

* My inspiration is... 
traditional English country cottage 
gardens. I’m drawn to anything wild, messy, 
romantic and colourful. Instagram and 
Pinterest are my go-to apps for ideas.

* Best garden moment  
Relaxing on the patio in high summer when 
the flowers are in full bloom and my hard 
work and preparation throughout the year 
have paid off. You can’t beat that feeling 
when you can sit back and enjoy it.

* Favourite area  
Definitely the courtyard by the kitchen 
window. I can sit there and see the whole 
garden, which is so satisfying. When choosing 
the plants, I made a conscious decision 
to layer with varying heights, textures 
and colours, so there’s a lot to look at.

* Current obsession  
Sarah Raven (sarahraven.com) for 
researching what to plant where. I’ll often 
be found curled up on the patio sofa, 
flicking through the latest catalogue.

* Best buy  
The garden furniture, which we bought from 
John Lewis. It’s what lets us spend time in the 
garden as comfortably as we do inside.  

I love to sit and
admire the garden 

from indoors

Agapanthus gives  
a burst of colour



Best 
plants for 
your plot

Great 
gardening 

advice

The one-stop SHOP for everything
gardening you’ll ever need!

THE WEBSITE WITH 

EVERYTHING 
YOU NEED
FOR SPRING AND 

SUMMER GARDENING! 

Buy
it here!

GardenNewsMagazine.co.uk

Knowledge, advice and everything you’ll want to order and buy, all in one place

Gardening made easy, just a click away



https://avxlive.icu/


https://avxlive.icu/
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Growing, making, upcycling or SIMPLY ENJOYING. 
We love to see what you’re up to in your gardens

That’s cl

Grow your 
own bench
I’ve made a grassy seat 

from an old cement pallet 

and some AstroTurf I had 

left over from elsewhere  

in the garden. I also used 

90 champagne bottles 

turned upside down to 

edge my path! 

Gemma Wright, Facebook

Pallet project 
I painted some old  

pallets white, put them 

up to create a fence then 

added hanging plant 

pots and bunting.
Sharon Purchase,  

Facebook

I’ve laid pavers for the first time to create  
a seating area. Rachael Samuels, Facebook

FROM SHABBY
TO CHIC!
I’m a single mum
and the current
lockdown situation
has made me
appreciate my
garden more
than ever. I moved into my house four years
ago and had been wondering what to do with the old
garage at the end of the garden. Last year I set to work
dismantling it. The roof and 1930s doors came off and 
three polycarbonate sheets went on the top. Sixty litres 
of white masonry paint and a few second-hand finds 
later, my two girls and I now have a lovely outdoor 
sanctuary to enjoy come rain or shine. We are looking 
forward to having a grand opening party when the 
lockdown is over! 
Karen Partridge, email

YOUR PRIZE!
✽ Congratulations to
Karen for sending us
the best letter* of the
month. She receives 
a Sophie Conran Tool 
Bag, worth £24.99,  
from burgonandball.com
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Stay  
at home 

SPECIAL
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Faux and

fabulous!

We’ve been putting

up artificial living walls.

One of them has a faux

window centrepiece,

which is actually a piece

of wallpaper

in a frame

with a sheet

of Perspex 

over the top.

Sandra Keogh, 

Facebook

Plastic water bottles make a garden on the 
side of a boring shed wall. Rhia Whitnell

Thank goodness we 
have our gardens to 
keep us busy while 
in isolation! So far, 
I’ve oiled the decking 
of our little suntrap 
and given our shed  
a fresh coat of paint. 
The summerhouse  
is next on the list!
Tracey James, 
Facebook

Short and sweet
Empty, and washed, golden

syrup and treacle tins make

great pots for succulents.

Olivia Lucas, Facebook

GET IN TOUCH

Facebook Modern

Gardens Magazine

Twitter @Modern_Gardens 

Instagram @ModernGardens

Ways to share your modern  

gard ns id as and pro ects with us...

Me and my eight-year-old daughter 

decided to have a go at making pretty 

garden ornaments from beads and 

wire left over in our craft box. We’re 

very happy with the result.

Marie Russell, Facebook

Give it a spin!



Protect birds  
and gardens  

from cats
all year round

For free brochure and  

friendly impartial advice

01438 727183

Additional deterrents available to 

deter Foxes, Mice and Pine Martens

Inaudible to  
humans and  

harmless to all species

www.conceptresearch.co.ukMICROPOROU6 _ NATUR$/ _ OIL-W$;W BASED _ DURAB/( _ HIGH COVERAGE

LEARN MORE:OSMOUK.COM CALL US: ����� ������

COMPLETE UV RESISTANCE FOR ALL EXTERNAL TIMBERS

2602 89�3527(&7,21�2,/ EXTRA

FREE SAMPLE! QUOTE:

UV2020

01296 481220
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Use your outside space to enjoy
GARDEN GET-TOGETHERS

with these sociable but safe ideas

Stay  
at home 

SPECIAL

Stay-at-home 



SAY IT WITH FLOWERS
Let your friends know you’re thinking of

them via the modern version of a Victorian
secret code and WhatsApp them a snap of
a flower, along with its meaning. Attaching
symbolism to flowers was a popular hobby in
the 1800s, when it wasn’t always acceptable to
say the words out loud. How the blooms were
delivered added another layer of meaning –

d d and they meant the opposite!
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PLAN A VIRTUAL  
GARDEN GET-TOGETHER

If you haven’t installed it already, get the 
Houseparty app and invite your friends for a 
virtual garden get-together. You’ll all be able  
to see one another, and your gardens, on the 
screen. It’s the perfect way to share a lockdown 
glass of vino and a chat. Set a regular time, on 
the same day every week, and your garden hour 
will fast become the highlight of your week. To 
add to the fun, create a theme for each event, 
from ‘Cocktail Hour’ with your friends sipping 
from over-garnished glasses to ‘Blooming 
Lovely’ where everyone has to plonk their 
deckchair in front of a flower-filled border.

HAVE A GIN TASTING EVENING
Gather your pots of herbs together on 

your patio table, then pour yourself a small gin 
and get experimenting with different leaves in 
your botanical drink, either with your partner  
or virtually with your friends via WhatsApp or 
Zoom. We’re all about the bay leaves!

START A BLOG
Interest in gardens has sho h

as has the number of new blog
perfect time to start your own
your outside space – and who
knows where it could lead! It’s 
easy and free to set up an acco
at wordpress.org.

CUT A FRIENDLY
NEIGHBOUR H

There are a few silver linings t
the coronavirus cloud, and on
is that we’re all being much 
more neighbourly. We’ve 
seen lots of ideas for makin
your garden more ne
friendly over the past
months, but our favo
make a fold-down ha
your fence. Simply na
frame of wood to a 
section of your fence
cut around it, reattac
at the base with a cou
of hinges and fashion
kind of closing mecha
on both sides – slots and
wooden spoons appear  
to be a popular option! 
When it’s opened to 
horizontal, the hatch 
effectively keeps you both 
socially distanced, and makes  
a table to stand a drink, too.

T
here’s never been a time when 
we’ve felt as thankful that we 
have a garden than summer 
2020. And while we’re not able 

to indulge in our usual get-togethers, 
there are lots of ways you can have fun 
in your outside space with your partner, 
and virtually with your friends and other 
like-minded people, without stepping 
past your garden gate. Connecting with 
others while enjoying your garden will 
help you retain your stay-at-home 
sanity and spirit you away from your 
working week. Enjoy!

PICNIC IN THE GARDEN
When you haven’t been anywhere, 

other than for essential errands and 
work, for ages, it feels good to go out 
for lunch. Make yourself an impromptu 
table on your lawn with a couple of 
pallets, crates or whatever you can find 
in your shed. Add a couple of candles in 
old jars, string up some bunting and 
snip a few stems to decorate your 
makeshift table. And don’t be tempted 
to pull out the deckchairs – sitting on 
cushions (and trying to get up 
afterwards) is all part of the fun!

OUTDOOR LIVING

Azalea Take  

care of yourself

Aster  
LoveClematis  

Mental beauty

Coreopsis  

Be cheerful

Ivy 
Friendship

Rosemary 

Remembrance

Gardenia  

Secret love

Camellia 

 Longing for you

Heather 

Protection

Salvia  

Missing youZinnia  

Thinking of you

Chamomile 

Patience

Pine  
Hope
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JOIN THE CLOUD

APPRECIATION SOCIETY

Looking up is good for the soul. And it’s not just 
us saying that – scientists have discovered that 
where we look engages different parts of our 
brain. Raising our gaze as we might in a 
cathedral, or to stare at the stars, helps to 
activate our creative, meditative, side. And 
when we’re in that calm state, we’re more 
capable of finding new ways of looking at 
things, which may just help you to get a healthy
perspective on current world events. Take a 
photo of your favourite cloud sightings and 
send them to the Somerset-based Cloud 
Appreciation Society (cloudappreciationsociety.
org) and they may be selected to be posted on
the site to share with cloud-lovers worldwide.

ENJOY A LUNAR-LIGHT SUPPER

On a clear summer’s night, plan a late 
supper under the full moon. In June, it falls on 
the 5th. This is the Rose Moon, which gets its 
name from the pink blush that can fall across it,
a result of atmospheric effects when the moon
is low in the sky. What better excuse do you 
need for a bottle of chilled rosé? 

PLAY CRAZY GARDEN GOLF

A little silliness is energising – it lifts your 
mood and releases tension, so have a game of 
crazy golf with your partner. You’ll need a ball
(a ping-pong ball is the most fun) and a club or
two (bamboo canes do the job, but umbrellas 
are better). Place whatever empty pots and 
welly boots you can find on their sides. These 
will be the ‘holes’. Then make an inventive 
collection of obstacles. Try a line of garden 
stakes to slalom through, make a narrow gap 
with two crates, uptu   
line of pots to 
scoop the ball
over and fill
a watering
can to
create a
water hazard

SCENT MAP YOUR GARDEN

This is a fun way to spend some time with 
your partner, and it will give you a whole new
outlook on your garden. Blindfold your partner,
then lead him or her around the garden by 
hand, stopping to try to identify whatever 
scents you encounter. Then swap over, and 
discover which scents set your nose aquiver. 
Your garden is at its sensory height this month, 
and you’ll be surprised how much stronger its 

 f agrances become as soon as 
 dominant sense of vision is
aken away. You may also be
struck that the scent of 
lavender, sweet peas, 
gardenias, iris, phlox and 
jasmine isn’t as you expect 

without the usual visual clues. 

ORDER A COCKTAIL KIT

Head to thecocktailman.co.uk and choose 
from Raspberry Rose Gin Fizz, Luxe Blueberry 
& Lavender Sour, Rhubarb & Ginger Negroni 
and more. The kits cost from £26 (four drinks), 
or get a monthly subscription from £18. If you’ve 
got a friend’s birthday coming up, treat them for 
WhatsApp celebratory drinks in the garden.

MAKE A GARDEN SCULPTURE

Challenge your garden-loving friends to an 
afternoon of sculpture making, and share the 
satisfying ups and hilarious downs of the process.
✽ Use leftover paint to coat old bricks with 
colour, then turn them into mini houses, a 
patterned block or a garden sign with one  
letter per brick.
✽ Create a plaster cast of a pine cone, an apple 
or whatever’s to hand. You can buy casting kits 
on amazon.co.uk, and there are lots of 
instruction videos on YouTube ( just type in 
‘casting kit’). To make your statue weatherproof, 
paint it in moisture-resistant, tough-as-old-
boots, epoxy paint.

PUT ON A PODCAST

Sometimes it’s good to sit back and 
listen to someone else doing all the work. 
Pop in headphones, settle down and enjoy 
some garden talk with one of these:
THE SOD SHOW is hosted by  
Dublin-based garden designer Peter 
Donegan, and there are hundreds of 
interesting chats with all sorts of people 
with all manner of obsessions to explore.  
✽ sodshow.com 
IN DEFENSE OF PLANTS has hundreds 
of podcasts, each delving into the weird 
and wonderful world of plants. The snippets 
it unearths are fab. But be warned – you’ll 
end up fascinated by things you didn’t even 
know existed! ✽ indefenseofplants.com

ON THE LEDGE is a weekly podcast 
dedicated to indoor gardening, with lots of 
positive chatter and fun ideas. And host 
Jane Perrone is on our level when it comes 
to the alphabet soup of botanical Latin 
names. ✽ janeperronecom/on-the-ledge
PLANTRAMA is as much about drinking 
cocktails in the garden as it as about 
growing flowers, and there’s a lot of chatter 
about what’s for dinner too – perfect! It 
hails from across the Atlantic, but we still 
love it. ✽ plantrama.com
SMARTY PLANTS is a one-off plant-
focused podcast by Radio Lab and 
investigates whether plants can remember 
and learn. Listen to the evidence and make 
up your own mind! ✽ wnycstudios.org

Simple
leasure

“A little crazy garden golf
silliness is fun and energising” 
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TRY THIS!

Freeze petals of edible 
flowers into ice cubes for the 

prettiest drinks in town

✽ Hunt in the loft for old but outdoor-proof
ornaments or toys, and spray-paint them for a 
whole new look.
✽ Scrunch chicken wire into shapes, colour with
spray paint and perch on garden stakes.
✽ Anything that’s made of metal will look great
as a sculpture, especially if you rub the surface
with wire wool so it goes rusty.
✽ Pour concrete into a surgical or washing-up
glove, nestle into a plant pot in a cupped 
position and strip off the covering once it’s set. 
Nestle a succulent in the palm for a stylish look.
✽ Feed lengths of thin wire through the holes in 
the rose of a watering can, twisting them 
together inside the can to secure. Thread beads 
onto the wire protruding from the rose and 
hang up the can from its handle – the strings  
of beads cascade down in a pretty shower.

TAKE A VIRTUAL GARDEN TOUR
Every year, the National Garden Scheme 

gives visitors access to thousands of fab gardens 
in England and Wales, raising money for nursing 
and health charities. This summer, you can make 
virtual visits to heaps of gorgeous gardens from 
stately acres to modest village plots, all with 
loads of ideas to pinch for your own outside 
space. Visit ngs.org.uk to start exploring. 

PLAN A DATE NIGHT
Move your table and chairs 

to a different spot in the garden 
and add festoon lights, a tablecloth 
and a jug of flowers to make a 
space that feels a million miles 
away from everything that’s going 
on around the globe. Leave your 
phones inside and the washing up 
for later, pledge not to mention the 
coronavirus, chores or the children, 
and enjoy an evening together.

JOIN US ON
FACEBOOK

Share your makes and garden
moments with us on our
Facebook page – just search 
for ‘Modern Gardens 
Magazine’ and join in the fun!

OUTDOOR LIVING

 TIP Set up your date night seating in a corner 

 of the garden you don’t use much, and it will 

 feel more removed from everyday life 



Perfect Moments  

in the Garden

Juliana Grand Oasis

Juliana Premium

For more information please visit

www.greenhouses.com

The Juliana Grand Oasis is the perfect 

choice for gardeners with big greenhouse 

plans. There is plenty of room for all the 

family’s growing projects as well as a space to 

relax and enjoy the view of the garden.

The Grand Oasis is the perfect garden venue 

for the active family.

The Juliana Premium has become a 

classic of Juliana’s product range and one of 

our bestselling models. Such a large number 

of satisfied greenhouse owners just can’t be 

wrong.

The Juliana Premium is a greenhouse 

brimming with potential. Here, tomato & 

cucumber plants can grow a little taller and the 

vines can creep a little further.

The sturdy profile structure provides a stable, 

lovely greenhouse with plenty of space for 

realising your personal gardening dreams. 

For a FREE brochure call 01242 662926

or email contact@greenhouses.com

Juliana Greenhouse Centre

2.4 Barnwood Point, Gloucester, GL4 3HX

UP TO

25% 
OFF
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YOUR PRIZE!

Mikki Cat & Kitten Shampoo,
£3.99 mikkipet.com

Schnoodle Stuart has his
eyebrows on the prize!
Jennifer Jones Zapach

YOUR PRIZE!

Nylabone Healthy Edibles
Snacks, £6.99 nylabone.co.uk

...FINS AND FEATHERS. We love to see
your pets enjoying your gardens too!

Sydney has a nose for sniffing out

the primroses. Lynda Mitchell

Who needs plants when you have  

Mouse the cat?! Clare Harman
Jessie cat-ching rays underthe olive tree. Rachel Brown

Guinea pig Coco and tortoise Badger in their lockdown hideaway. Karen Troth

PET IN

A POT

SPECIAL

Miniature schnauzer Dennis is 
perfect for small patios and happy 
in shade or sun! Maxine Hughes

 YOUR PRIZE! Nylabone Stuffable
Rubber Cone Toy, £5.99 amazon.co.uk

YOUR PETS
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 YOUR PRIZE!

The Mikki Magic Bed is 
suitable for cats and small 
dogs. Lucky for Sydney, by 
loosening the drawstring 
it can be used as a flat 
cushion so she can rest  
her head on something 
more comfortable!  
£48.99 mikkipet.com

Our 
avourite!

 YOUR PRIZE!

Kaytee Big Branch 
Bites fruit-wood chew
– 3 packs, £4.49 each

amazon.co.uk

 YOUR PRIZE!

Mikki Pet Smooth & Stroke Glove,
£11.99 mikkipet.com
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Grow these shapely gourds up a trellis
or over an arch for an ARTISTIC
DISPLAY that tastes as good as it looks

Sow seeds directly into the 
ground or pop them into 
small pots indoors to give 
them a head start. You can 
also order young plants from 
mail order suppliers.
✽ ‘Uchiki Kuri’, also known as 
red kuri or red onion squash, 
is a sunny orange globe of 
goodness, each fruit weighing 
approximately 1.5kg. £5.95/3 
plants harrodhorticultural.
com, £2.95/20 seeds 
sarahraven.com
✽ ‘Sweet Dumpling’  
is a small, pretty squash with 
distinct dark green stripes, 
each weighing about 500g. 
£5.95/3 plants harrod 
horticultural.com. £1.80/10 
seeds, tamarorganics.co.uk

G
rown in the traditional way, squashes 
trail along the ground and scramble 
for a metre in every direction, which 
makes them a no-no for a modern 

garden. But grow them up, instead of along, and 
they take up next-to-no room, plus the 
beautifully-shaped, multi-toned fruit will hang 
down like pieces of modern art. 

Climbing squashes are vigorous plants, which 
means they’re easy to train up trellis and 
obelisks, or over an arch, and you’ll quickly get a 
lush display of foliage. The large yellow flowers 
in summer are every bit as gorgeous as the 
shapely fruit, too. 

There are many great varieties, so you can 
plant a few together for a kaleidoscope of fruit 
colours. As well as our two favourite varieties 
below, other colourful choices include ‘Delicata’, 
which has fruit up to 20cm long with cream and 
green stripes, ‘Fairy’ with orange-yellow and 
green stripes, ‘Festival’ with orange and yellow 
stripes and marbled skin, and ‘Harlequin’, cream 
with green and golden yellow stripes.

Squashes are thirsty plants, and they need 
plenty of water. Adding lots of moisture-holding 
compost before planting or sowing will help 
enormously, and you’ll need to water them 

regularly throughout summer – every week or 
every couple of days if in a container. Add a high 
potash liquid feed such as Levington Tomorite 
Liquid Tomato Fertiliser (£3.50, wilko.com) to 
the water once a week and you’ll enjoy a bumper 
crop. They need a sunny spot, too, if they’re to 
grow lots of squashes.

The size of fruit varies from variety to variety, 
but many can easily reach 1.5kg, in which case 
you’ll need to support them. The easiest way to 
do this is to make little slings out of old tights, 
leaving some slack for the fruit to swell.

Squashes are delicious cooked fresh from the 
garden, but they store brilliantly, too. In autumn, 
pick them and give them a couple of hours in 
the sun to harden their skins and they’ll store for 
three to four months. When the nights finally 
start to draw in come autumn, the wonderfully 
rich, sweet and nutty taste of roast squash 
makes for fab comfort food. They add colour, 
texture and flavour to soups and casseroles, and 
they can be stuffed, too. For flavour, most chefs 
agree that roasting is the best way to eat them, 
but for a quick dish, pierce the skin several times 
and cook in the microwave for four to five 
minutes and serve with butter and freshly 
ground pepper. Yum!
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GROW AND EAT

➣
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 TIP When the shoots reach the top of the 

 support, snip off the top. This will make the 

 plant bushier and it’ll grow more fruit 

HOW TO GROW
Train the long vines up a sturdy wooden 
support such as an obelisk or arch.

YOU WILL NEED

✽ Squash plant

✽ Trowel

✽ Planting compost, such as  
Verve Soil Improver, £4.37/50L diy.com

✽ Fertiliser, such as Vitax Q4,  
£9.99 crocus.co.uk

✽ Watering can with rose

WHAT TO DO
1 Water the squash plant in its pot.

2 At one side of the base of your obelisk 
or arch, dig a planting pit that measures 
approximately 30 x 30 x 30cm. Fill with an 
equal mix of soil and compost. Sprinkle 
some fertiliser over the soil.

3 Make a hole to pop the plant into, 
adding more compost if needed so  
that the top of the root ball is at the  
same level as the surrounding soil. Gently 
firm in using your fingers or the end of 
the trowel.

4 Water with a full can.

5 Use soft string to tie the shoots to the 
obelisk or arch as they grow. It’s best 
to train the stems in a loop around the 
obelisk or arch, rather than straight up  
– this gives a lusher look and encourages 
more flowers and fruit.



SUMMER SQUASH SALAD 

INGREDIENTS

✽ 1 medium squash, we used
‘Sweet Dumpling’

✽ 1 tsp ground coriander

✽ 1 tbsp olive oil

✽ Salt and pepper

✽ 1 bag of mixed salad leaves

✽ 1 small bulb of fennel, finely
sliced

✽ Large bunch of fresh mint,
leaves stripped and roughly
chopped

✽ 2 tbsp extra virgin olive oil

✽ Grated zest and juice from
1/2 a large orange

✽ 1 tsp white wine or apple  
cider vinegar

✽ 150g pomegranate seeds

✽ 30g pumpkin seeds

✽ 1 tsp sesame seeds

Serves 4

 
WHAT TO DO 

1 Preheat the oven to 200°C.

2 Halve the squash, deseed and 
cut it into slices 1.5cm thick.

3 In a large roasting tin, combine 
the squash, ground coriander, 
olive oil, salt and pepper. 
Arrange in a single layer in the 
tin and roast for 30 minutes or 

until tender and the edges are 
starting to brown. Leave to cool.

4 Arrange the salad leaves on 
a large serving plate, add the 
finely sliced fennel and scatter 
generously with the chopped 
mint. Place the slices of roasted 
squash on top of the leaves.

5 In a small bowl, mix the extra 
virgin olive oil with the orange 
zest, orange juice and vinegar. 
Season with salt and pepper. 
Spoon the dressing over the 
salad leaves and squash.

6 Garnish with the 
pomegranate, pumpkin and 
sesame seeds. 

 TIP Thin slices of grilled halloumi   cheese would be a great addition 

        ROAST IT!



VANILLA & CHILLI SQUASH  

BITES WITH A MINT DIP

INGREDIENTS

✽ 1 small squash, we used 
‘Butternut’

✽ 50g unsalted butter

✽ 1 tbsp light brown sugar

✽ 1/4 tsp chilli powder

✽ Pinch of sea salt

✽ 1 tsp vanilla extract

✽ 200g Greek yogurt

✽ 1 tbsp finely chopped mint

✽ 11/2 tsp runny honey

Serves 4

 
WHAT TO DO 

1 Peel and deseed the squash. Cut 
into small wedges.

2 Bring a pan of water to the boil
and cook the squash until tender.
Drain and leave to cool.

3 Place the butter, sugar, chilli 
powder and a pinch of sea salt in
a small pan and heat gently until
the butter is melted and the sugar
dissolved. Stir in the vanilla extract.

4 Brush the wedges of squash with
the melted butter mixture and place
on a hot barbecue or under a grill.
Cook for a minute or two on each
side, or until the squash starts to
lightly char. Remove from the heat
and allow to cool.

5 To make the dip, combine t
yogurt, chopped mint and
runny honey in a bowl.

GRILL IT!
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TRY THIS!

Drizzle thin squash slices with 
olive oil, season and sprinkle 
on ½ tsp paprika. Roast at 
200°C for 30 mins or until 

tender and golden

BARBECUED SQUASH

& FETA SKEWERS

INGREDIENTS

✽ 1 medium squash, we used ‘Uchiki Kuri’

✽ 250g feta cheese, cut into cubes

✽ 16 cherry tomatoes

✽ 1 tsp dried oregano

✽ 2 tbsp olive oil

✽ 2 large sprigs of fresh rosemary for 
basting (optional)

✽ Handful of basil leaves

✽ 8 metal skewers

Serves 4

WHAT TO DO

1 Peel and deseed the squash. Cut into
3-4cm cubes.

2 Bring a large pan of salted water to the boil
and cook the squash for approximately  
10 minutes until it starts to soften and is 
almost cooked. Drain and leave to cool.

3 In a large bowl, combine the squash, feta, 
tomatoes, oregano and olive oil. Season 
and mix carefully but thoroughly, ensuring 
everything is coated well in olive oil.

4 Thread the squash, feta and tomatoes onto
the metal skewers. Keep any of the oil that
remains in the bowl.

5 Cook directly on the barbecue for 2-3 
minutes on each side. Dip the sprigs of 
rosemary in the leftover oil and use them  
to baste the kebabs while cooking for added 
flavour. Once the kebabs are lightly charred 
on all sides, remove them from the grill and 
serve scattered with basil leaves.

 TIP Remove the cheese and veggies from the skewers  
 and pile into warm flatbreads with green leaves,  

 finely sliced red onion and a squeeze of lemon juice 

 TIP For a sweet treat, swap the mint 

 in the dip for 3/4 tsp ground cinnamon 

        BBQ IT!
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IF YOU’VE GOT SOME OLD  
pallets lying around, give them a 
coat of leftover paint and create  
a tiered plant stand. 
Emma, editor Modern Gardens

F
ill your garden with these bright and 
cheery perennial plants and you’ll be 
surrounded by pink, white and lavender 
flowers from now right through to 

October, year after year. The Bloom-A-Thon 
Evergreen Azalea collection (pictured below)
are dwarf plants, so they are perfect for pots, 
and they’ll grow in a sunny or shady spot. The 
flowers first appear in spring, then rebloom in 
summer through to autumn. Buy a mix of 
three now (one of each) for HALF PRICE 
and SAVE £19.50, or a mix of six (two of 
each) for £36 and SAVE £42. They will be 
supplied in 9cm pots in 14 days.

Plus, SAVE UP TO £36 when you buy  
12 reblooming foxglove ‘Lucas’ plants.

Celebrate the return of the sunshine 
with this special lockdown offer of 
CHEERFUL AZALEAS

ENJOY A SUMMER FESTIVAL

OF COLOUR

SAVE  

UP TO  

£42
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Bloom-A-Thon Evergreen Azaleas

Reblooming Foxglove ‘Lucas’

HOW TO ORDER
✽ GO ONLINE www.hayloft.co.uk/ROMG

✽ CALL 01386 426 245, quoting code ROMG20-22

✽ BY POST Fill in the form, cut it out and post it to the
address below with your payment by cheque or provide
your payment card details.

T&CS: All plants will be despatched in 14 days unless stated
otherwise. Online orders will receive an order acknowledgement
via email with approximate delivery date. All items are subject
to availability. Offer available to UK addresses only. Reader
offers cannot be used in conjunction with any other promotions 
or discounts. Please tick here if you wish to receive our
newsletter [ ]. Offer closes 24 July 2020.

ORDER FORM
Please fill in and send (with your payment) to:
Modern Gardens Reader Offer, PO BOX 2020,
Pershore, WR10 9BP.

Title ............................................................. Initial ...............................

Surname ................................................................................................

Address .................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................

........................................ Postcode .....................................................

Email .......................................................Tel..........................................

Payment details
I enclose a cheque for £.............................. made payable to
Hayloft with my name and address on the back.
Or debit my Visa ■ Mastercard ■

Card Number..................../..................../..................../....................

Start Date................/................ Expiry Date................/................

Security code......................................................................................

Signature .............................................................................................

Code Description Price Qty Total

PAP1 Dwarf Reblooming Azalea
Double Pink x 1 £13

PAL1 Dwarf Reblooming Azalea
Lavender x 1 £13

PAW1 Dwarf Reblooming Azalea
White x 1 £13

PAM3
Dwarf Reblooming Azaleas
Mix of 3 (1 of each)
HALF PRICE

£19.50

PAM6
Dwarf Reblooming Azaleas
Mix of 6 (2 of each)
SAVE £42

£36

YDL3 New Foxglove ‘Lucas’ x 3 £15

YDL6 New Foxglove ‘Lucas’ x 6
SAVE £12 £18

YDL12
BONUS PURCHASE
New Foxglove ‘Lucas’ x 12
SAVE £36

£24

Postage (per order) £4.95 1 £4.95

Total £

READER OFFER

This unusual foxglove 
won’t just produce one 
stem of flowers, it will 
form a myriad of stems 
dressed in beautiful  
pink and white 
bicolored blooms. 
It makes a stunning 
centrepiece in a pot and 
a vibrant addition to any 
mixed border. Height 
90cm Spread 40cm. 
Supplied as young 
plants from May. Order 
three now for £15, buy 
six for £18, SAVING 
£12 or order 12 for £24 
and SAVE £36.

Normally one of those short-lived splendours of spring, often filling 
beds and borders with flurries of resplendent, eye-catching blooms, 
this new set of hybrids will not only flower in spring, but they’ll keep 
reblooming for the rest of the year too! Why settle for just a week 
or two of flowers when you can enjoy over five months of blooms? 
Height and Spread 1.2m. Get yours now for £13 each, buy a mix of 
three (one of each) for HALF PRICE and SAVE £19.50 or order a 
mix of six (two of each) for £36 and SAVE £42. 

SAVE 
up to 
£36



This small plot with a PLUNGE POOL and raised seating  
area is a SUNNY OASIS filled with wildlife-friendly flowers

OUR GARDEN CRUSH 

W
e’d love to be spending summer 
in this secluded garden. The 
clever design squeezes a plunge 
pool and a sunny seating area 

into a small 8 x 8m plot, and was created by 
garden designer Cherry Carmen 
(cherrycarmen.co.uk) for last year’s RHS 
Hampton Court Palace Garden Festival.  
“The design was simple and shows perfectly 
how to fuse contemporary and modern 
landscaping while being beneficial to nature,” 
says Cherry. “I wanted to show just how much 
you can cram into a small space!”

Floating steps lead through sunken beds to  
a raised seating area, with plenty of room to sit 
and soak up the sun. A plunge pool provides 
the perfect place to cool off. “With climate
change threatening hotter and hotter summers,
a pool is something that can easily be
incorporated into even the most modest of
gardens,” says Cherry. “It can be elegant and
give the garden a relaxing feel. A plunge pool
like this one only needs a small filtration system,
keeping costs low and maintenance easy.”

There’s a water feature, too, in the form of a
rill clad in sandstone with granite setts laid so
that the water fills the gaps between. “The
entire garden only uses black granite and pearl
sandstone. I wanted to show how you can use
landscaping materials outside of their intended
use,” Cherry adds.

MINIMAL MAINTENANCE
A mix of grasses, shrubs and dainty
blooms fills the area, all chosen to
attract wildlife. “A modern garden
doesn’t mean you can’t be wildlife
friendly,” says Cherry. “This style of
planting gives a beautiful colourful
display in summer. It requires minimal
fuss: you can leave the plants to
spread and self-seed, which will create
a naturally elegant effect.

“I’m pleased that I managed to
create a small space that’s jam-packed
with uniqueness, beauty, creativity and
interest,” she continues. “A small space
can be difficult to work with, but don’t
be afraid to play with levels. Adding
multiple tiers is something that is often
overlooked, but it’s a fun idea that gives
the illusion of depth and creates
dimension and interest.” P
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Soft planting such as Buddleja

‘Miss Ruby’ helps soften hard lines

ack granite floating steps,
ding to a private plunge
ol, complement the light
d airy planting scheme.

Society garlic

Francoa sonchifolia
‘Pink Bouquet’

Sanguisorba  
‘Pink Tanna’

114   M O D E R N  G A R D E N S   J U N E  2 0 2 0

OUTDOOR LIVING



Panama -Twin Sun Lounger Set with Ice Box

Chill in your garden with this set of 2 Panama Sun

Loungers with matching ice box. Also included are seat 

cushions for added comfort plus 4 different reclining 

positions to create that holiday atmosphere in your

own garden. Made from all-weather resin construction 

XLMW� UYEPMΩ�IW� JSV� SYXHSSV� YWI� EPP� ]IEV� VSYRH�� *SV

added convenience they can be neatly folded away

when they are not in use. Also this twin Sun Lounger

set comes with 1 year constructional warranty. Normally 

£499, now £299*. To receive your £200 discount quote 

MGMAY20A at checkout. 

SAVE
£200

A style guide to the outside
-RHYWXV]�I\TIV X�ERH�JSYRHIV�SJ�3YX�ERH�3YX�3VMKMREP��(ERMIP�*EMVFYVR��

brings you this seasonís best deals on designer furniture.

Visit www.outandout.com or call 02037 728 752 for more
exciting deals and discounts.

SAVE
£200

Delano ����7IEXIV�+EVHIR�*YVRMXYVI�7IX

The Delano patio furniture set is generous in

size and seats 5 in comfort. It comprises of

2 armchairs and a 3-seater bench, all with comfy

cushions and a matching waterproof coffee table

for storage. Contemporary in design, it is bang on

trend in this seasonís taupe. This Garden set is

made from UV stabilised resin, meaning that you 

can leave it out all year round and the set is 100%

maintenance free. Was £499, itís now just £299*

but only when you quote your £200 discount code 

MGMAY20A at checkout.

To receive your £200 discount on any of these products quote code MGMAY20A at checkout
at www.outandout.com or call 02037 728 752 before 24.06.2020. 

*Excludes delivery

Contactless 

Delivery

Available

Murcia - 5 Seater Lounge Set

This chic garden lounge set is made from high 

UYEPMX]� EVXMΩ�GMEP� VIWMR� [LMGL� QEOIW� MX� ZMVXYEPP]�

maintenance free. Comfortable and stylish made 

easy, the Murcia includes a 3-seater sofa, 2

armchairs all with seat and back cushions and a 

GSJJII� XEFPI� Ω�RMWLIH� SJJ� [MXL� E� GPIEV� XIQTIVIH

glass top creating a functional centrepiece, perfect 

for drinks and snacks in the garden. Includes a

12 month warranty. Was £699, itís now just £499*

for readers when you quote your £200 discount 

code MGMAY20A at checkout. 

SAVE
£200


