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Go Online or Call for FREE Info Kit!
Includes product specifi cations and factory-direct offers.

877-201-8884TOLL
FREE

* Assembled in 
the USA using 
domestic and 
foreign parts.

EASY
FINANCING

FREE
SHIPPING

SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY. GO ONLINE OR CALL FOR DETAILS.
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When you need it done 
right, do it with DR®.
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DRpowerwagon.com  

The DR® Powerwagon hauls up to 800 lbs!
SELF-PROPELLED. Powerful 
engines make transporting big 
loads EASY—even going uphill! 

POWERED DUMPING lets you 
unload with the push 
of a button!

CONVERTS TO 
A FLATBED
quickly for 
carrying 
long loads.

SAVE MONEY! Loosen and redistribute 
existing material, instead of purchasing new 
gravel or stone.

CARBIDE TEETH last 10X longer than steel 
on ordinary box scrapers. 

TOW BEHIND YOUR ATV OR UTILITY 
TRACTOR, fi lling in 
potholes 
and ruts.

ALSO GREAT FOR 
HORSE RINGS, 

BALL FIELDS, AND 
PARKING AREAS!

RENEW Your Driveway with a 

DR® Power Grader!

CHIP 

1B
26

8D
 ©

 2
02

0

DRtrimmers.com  

5X THE POWER of a hand-held 
trimmer without the back strain!

THICKEST, LONGEST-LASTING
cord (up to 255 mil) takes 
seconds to change!

10 MODELS including 
Self-Propelled,
Tow-Behind 
(for ATV) 
and PTO!

Trim and Mow the EASY Way with a 

DR® Trimmer Mower!
GAS... ...and BATTERY!

The 
ORIGINAL 

Trimmer 
on Wheels!

For the BIG JOBS, bring on the POWER of
DR® Chippers & Shredders!

SHRED Seven models 
to choose from!

POWER. Engines up to 13.5 HP 
for the rigors of continuous 
wood chipping.

CAPACITY. Chip branches 
up to 5.75" in diameter and 
shred cuttings up to 
1.5" thick. 

SELECTION. Models 
foryard, farm, & ranch— 
including PTO and 
towable units. 1B
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DRchipper.com  
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 44 BRE KNOWS BEST

   Talk about keeping it in the 
family—Bre Bertolini revamped 
her husband’s childhood home for 
a new generation.

 54 CITIZEN CANE

   Caning, one of our favorite home 
trends of the moment, gets the 
spotlight with clever projects, both 
big and small!

 

FEATURES FALL 2020

TM

 64 CURB ENTHUSIASM

   Hard-hitting projects and 
updates put a new, welcoming 
face on this ranch home.

 
 72 BETTER THAN NEW

   We visit the MegMade studio to 
learn pro tips from owner and 
furniture redo-er extraordinaire 
Meg Piercy. 

 80 LIKE A PRO

   Designer Beth Barden turns her 
North Carolina home into a 
livable, lovable space full of 
creative cosmetic touches.

 92 BUILDING BLOCKS

   Concrete—inexpensive, sure, but 
attractive? Yes! Three easy 
outdoor concrete projects are 
sure to wow.

 98 BOHO SLEEK

   A master bed and bath makeover 
gives a small space a new look 
through layout changes and 
achievable DIY updates.
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ON OUR COVER 

PHOTOGRAPH ADAM ALBRIGHT

STYLING LACEY HOWARD

 6 TRY IT

   Check out these intriguing ways 
to display art and photos around 
the home.

 12 MEET THE MAKER

   You don’t need a green thumb for 
this! Florist Nancy Lee of Petals & 
Moss gives us tips and tricks to 
make a dried fl oral wall hanging.

 16 SEW EASY

   Create your own custom-size 
curtain panels in this edition of 
our beginner sewing series.

 20 HANDY GIRL

   We’re helping our readers “Get It 
Right” with drywall, prep work, 
permits, and more!

 

 24 WHAT TO DO WITH ...

   Wallpaper can make an impact on 
much more than the wall. These 
unique projects show how to work 
wonders with a roll or less.

 31 ON OUR RADAR

  We love this mix of kits, tools,   
  and products to help around 
  the house and satisfy your 
  crafty side.
  
 36  ORDER IN THE HOUSE

   Organize your bedside table with 
this collection of Make It, Hack It, 
Buy It solutions.

 40 COOL TOOLS

   Transformations at any budget with 
this roundup of products geared 
toward revamping your bathroom.

 104  TREND SITING 

   Get started on an eco-friendly 
lifestyle with these green options.

DEPARTMENTS FALL 2020

6

24

    ALSO IN THIS ISSUE

   3   EDITOR’S LETTER 

  5   BHG.COM

    102 RESOURCES + PROJECTS   

  UNDER $20

unique photo 
displays

    dried 
fl owers!

72

p. 12

2 DO IT  YOURSELF 
 
Fall 2020



P
H

O
T

O
G

R
A

P
H

 &
 P

O
R

T
R

A
IT

 J
A

S
O

N
 D

O
N

N
E

L
L

Y

The phrase “ready for anything” has defi nitely 
taken on additional layers of meaning over the 
last few months. Who could have predicted the surprises 
we’d encounter and the new roles we’d take on? We’ve done our best 
to approximate the skilled contributions of teachers, tech support, 
and hairstylists (don’t get me started on this last one!). And because 
you’re reading Do It Yourself right now, I’m guessing you’ve also 
been a gardener, carpenter, plumber, electrician, and general laborer. 
Although these are challenging times, repairing and improving your 
home can still bring satisfaction, maybe even some joy. 
     Team DIY is honored to be with you as a source of real-world 
advice and achievable inspiration. Now is absolutely a great time 
to get organized (“Bedside Storage,” page 36, and “Bre Knows Best,” 
page 44), upgrade your outdoor spaces (“Curb Enthusiasm,” page 64, 
and “Building Blocks,” page 92), and refresh your rooms on the 
skinniest of budgets (“Art Display,” page 6, and “What to Do with 
Wallpaper,” page 24). If you want to get something—anything!—
done this season, we’re here to help. Let’s keep rolling up our 
sleeves together! 
     

Brian Kramer
Editor, Do It Yourself ª

PS: Do It Yourself is thrilled to partner with The Builders Challenge 
on the inaugural Furniture Flip Challenge. You’ll have three weeks 
(September 5 through 26, 2020) to transform any piece of furniture, 
have it judged by a panel that includes Team DIY, and potentially 
win some very cool prizes. Visit builderschallenge.com/ffc for all the 
details on how you can participate! 

FROM THE EDITOR

AND DON’T MISS 

NANCY LEE’S FRESH 

TAKE ON DRIED 

FLOWERS!

PAGE 12
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UNDER AN HOUR

Limited on time? These 
quick organizing tips are 
right up your alley.
BHG.com/
QuickOrganizing

IN YOUR CLOSET

Closet clutter strategies 
never go out of style. Add 
order to your wardrobe with 
useful hacks and tricks. 
BHG.com/ClosetTips

FOR LESS THAN $15

These budget-savvy ideas 
will help you sort your 
stuff  in no time.
BHG.com/SimpleStorage

ORGANIZE 
YOUR LIFE 

BHG.COM

Take charge of your spaces with these easy, 
speedy streamlining solutions.

DO IT 
BETTER

WORK AND CRAFTING 

STATIONS ATTRACT CLUTTER. 

BUT FRET NOT! WE HAVE 

27 TIPS TO TAME SUPPLIES 

AND DISPLAY THEM IN A 

FUNCTIONAL FASHION.

BHG.COM/ORGANIZECRAFTS
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Professional Edges Made EASY!

DR® Lawn 
& Garden 
Edger
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Go Online or Call for Special Offers!

TOLL
FREE

DRpower.com/edger
877-220-1524

FREE SHIPPING 6 MONTH TRIAL
SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY

4 WHEEL DESIGN
for stable & precise  
operation. 

CURB HOP 
FEATURE lets 
you straddle a 
curb, with one 
wheel at street 
level, for stable, 
precise cuts.

PIVOTING BLADE allows for bevel cuts along 
garden borders (up to 15º).



ART DISPLAY
Everyday items like vintage pant hangers, 
embroidery hoops, and more can present 

your art in unexpected ways.
PROJECTS JODI HARRIS  PHOTOGRAPHS STEVEN MACDONALD 

WORDS JENNY BRADLEY PFEFFER

TRY IT
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A

B

INDUSTRIAL ACCOUTREMENTS 

Create an industrial-theme backdrop, 
opposite, for an updated gallery wall 
using vintage pulleys, twine, metal pipe 
and elbow wall mounts (A). Attach 
pulleys to the pipe with sections of 
twine (this may be easier to do before 
hanging the pipe), and secure the pipes 
and mounts to the wall (B). For precise 
alignment, hang framed art directly 
on the wall and tack the twine to the 
wall behind the frames; art suspended 
from the twine will be more difficult to 
align perfectly. When choosing frames, 
collect an assortment with different 
finishes and visual weights. Frame your 
art (we hung painted portraits and 
vintage postcards) and organize their 
placement on a flat surface before 
hanging on the wall to assure a  
display that is visually balanced and 
pleasing to the eye.

A JARRING DISPLAY Pull family photos out of their dust-covered shoeboxes 
and make them the centerpiece of a cheerful tabletop, above. Adhere several 
small photos to a strip of cardstock and enclose in a vintage Mason jar. Larger 
photos can simply be placed in a wide-mouth jar. For an added personal touch, 
combine the photo with a small family keepsake. 

DO IT 
BETTER
FOR A COLORFUL 

COLLECTION, CHOOSE A 

VARIETY OF TINTED GLASS 

JARS. BLUE MAY BE THE 

MOST COMMON HUE, BUT 

SCOUR ETSY OR LOCAL 

FLEA MARKETS AND 

YOU’LL FIND A RANGE  

OF COLORS.
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CLIP ART Make your own 
charming version of a 
bulletin board by adorning 
a wooden embroidery hoop 
with pretty details, left. Start 
by staining the hoop. Use a 
hot-glue gun to affix ribbon 
to the top of the inner 
hoop. Pull the ribbon tight 
and glue it to the opposite 
side of the hoop. Repeat 
for the remaining ribbons. 
Hide the ribbon ends by 
reassembling the hoop 
and tightening. Adhere silk 
flowers and foliage to the 
hoop. Small clothespins can 
secure photos, cards, and 
art to the ribbons.

HANG ON If you incessantly update 
your art, here’s an easy way to switch 
out your installations. Select your 
art—prints, maps, postcards, and 
photos—and clip them to wooden pant 
hangers, opposite. Before hanging, 
organize them on a flat surface and 
measure the distance between each 
piece to plan the arrangement. Plot the 
measurements on the wall and insert 
screws to support the hangers. A piece 
of adhesive putty between hanger and 
wall will ensure each piece stays level. 

RUMMAGE THROUGH 
YOUR CLOSET (OR 

ETSY) FOR VINTAGE 
PANT HANGERS AND 

USE THEM TO CREATE 
A NONCONFORMIST 

GALLERY WALL.
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HIGH IMPACT Kaleidoscopic 
modern art makes a big 
impression when paired with 
white mats against a dark wall, 
left. Frame colorful postcards 
with wide, white mats found 
at art supply or crafts stores. 
Hang bronze curtain clips on 
a dark towel bar and attach 
the bar to the wall. Suspend 
the art from the curtain clips. 
Install multiple towel bars or 
pair the art with a collection of 
contemporary objets d’art for a 
high-impact wall.

MAGNET-TUDE Stick to the fridge in 
style with personalized magnets, left. 
Print your favorite Instagram photos 
at 2×2 inches. Cut out the photos and 
spray with adhesive to adhere them to 
the smooth side of a 2-inch ceramic 
tile (A). Brush on a layer of decoupage 
medium to protect the image from 
water and stains. Hot-glue a small 
magnet to the back of the tile, and 
display on a magnetic surface.

DON’T LET YOUR 
INSTAGRAM IMAGES 
LANGUISH ON YOUR 

PHONE. A LITTLE 
INGENUITY TURNS 
YOUR PERSONAL 

PICS INTO PINT-SIZE 
MAGNETS. 

A



CLAMP ART The focus stays 

firmly on the art when it hangs 

from rustic clamps you craft 

yourself, this photo. Measure 

the width of your art, and cut 

four strips of pine molding—

two flat and two L shape—to 

slightly wider than your 

artwork for both the top and 

bottom. Stain the pine. After 

the stain has dried, glue the 

top back edge of the print to 

the inside edge of one L-shape 

piece. Place glue on one side 

of a flat piece of molding and 

press firmly against the front of 

the art (see inset, right). Repeat 

for the bottom. To hang, 

attach screw eyes to the top 

clamp. Cut decorative chain to 

your desired length. Pry open 

the last link on each end of the 

chain, insert the links through 

the screw eyes, and crimp the 

links closed.

FOR RESOURCES SEE PAGE 102.



PETALS & MOSS

MEET THE MAKER

Nancy Lee of New York 
floral studio Petals & 
Moss lets flowers flourish 
outside the vase with her 
dried arrangements. 
WORDS RACHEL O’BRIEN  

PHOTOGRAPHS JASON DONNELLY
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O:  How did Petals & Moss get 
started?

A:  Petals & Moss began fi ve years 
ago, when I was at a point in my life 
that I knew I needed a change from 
what I had been doing. I decided to 
take some classes in fl oral design. 
After my fi rst class, I decided 
this was the career change that I 
wanted and needed. I started to 
transition into doing fl owers 
by doing fl oral arrangements 
for a few restaurants in Brooklyn 
as well as arrangements for a 
friend’s wedding. 

O:  What are the essentials of a 
good dried fl oral arrangement?

A: You want a focal fl ower and 
then you want fi llers. You want 

to mix color, texture, and variety. 
Just make sure it’s all balanced. 
It’s all pretty visual as far as colors 
and what you’re putting together. 
It’s very similar to fresh fl oral 
arrangements. 

O:  What fl owers dry the best?

A:  Strawfl owers are always good 
and larkspur, nigellas, tropicals; it just 
depends on what you’re looking for.

O:  What’s your favorite project to 
do when drying fl orals?

A:  Wreaths are my favorite. I like 
the way they look. They can all be 
so diff erent. And they’re pretty! 
I like using diff erent elements so 
that they’re each unique. 

THE MAKER: 

NANCY LEE
This gardener cultivated her entrepreneurial 

spirit to create a sustainable, natural business.

AN AVID GARDENER, NANCY 

LEE TURNED HER HOBBY INTO 

A BUSINESS. A LOVE OF FLORAL 

ARRANGEMENTS INSPIRED HER 

TO UTILIZE FLOWERS FROM 

HER OWN GARDEN TO SELL 

FRESH AND DRIED IN HER SHOP, 

PETALS & MOSS, AND ONLINE.

PETAL PICKING 

With a green business 

model and a store 

full of fresh fl owers 

and handmade items, 

Nancy runs a shop 

brimming with natural 

goods that never go 

to waste. She gathers 

her fl owers from her 

own personal garden 

as well as local farms. 

When her fresh fl ower 

bundles don’t sell, 

she repurposes them 

by drying them and 

arranging them into 

a bouquet, wreath, or 

wall hanging. Go to 

petalsandmossfl orals

.com to see more of 

her fl oral products.
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BIRCHWOOD  
WALL HANGING

MAKE IT

MATERIALS

• Birch stick, 15–18 inches long

• Jute twine

• Florals and greens, dried or fresh

• Hot-glue gun and glue sticks

Step 1 Forage or purchase a 15- to 18-inch 

birch stick. Tie 24-inch piece of jute to both 

ends of the stick (A).

Step 2 Bunch four or five flowers of your  

own color choice. Mix in a few pieces of 

greenery. Tie the ends of the stems together 

with a small piece of jute. Repeat to make 

three bunches (B).

Step 3 Drop three dime-size amounts of hot 

glue onto the birch stick. Attach the bunches 

to the stick while the glue is still hot. 

Step 4 Finish by gluing one bloom on top  

of each bunch (C) to complete the look  

before hanging.

DO IT 
BETTER

TO DRY FRESH FLOWERS, TIE 

JUTE AROUND THE BASE OF 

THE STEMS AND HANG THEM 

UPSIDE DOWN FOR TWO 

TO THREE WEEKS. WHILE 

DRYING, BE SURE TO KEEP 

THEM IN A COOL, DRY AREA.

TIE THE KNOT IN YOUR 
TWINE ON THE BACK 
OF THE BIRCH STICK 
TO KEEP THE FRONT 
APPEARANCE TIDY. 

HANG TIME 

Pick a color 
scheme for your 
project before 
heading to your 
local flower shop 
to purchase  
a few stems, or 
be inspired by 
what is on display 
when you arrive. 



1-877-271-9077

Over 775,000 people in 47 countries have 
taken their lives back with a lightweight 
Inogen One portable oxygen concentrator. 
Dealing with a chronic respiratory disease, 
such as COPD, is burdensome enough 
without having to struggle with heavy 
tanks, constant refi lls, or being tethered to 
a stationary system. For nearly 20 years, 
Inogen has been the global leader in portable 
oxygen concentrators, exclusively dedicated 
to innovative oxygen solutions. It’s time to 
reclaim your freedom and live your life in 
moments, not minutes left in an oxygen tank.

Call NOW and speak with an Inogen Oxygen 
Specialist to request your free informative 
brochure or to take advantage of our 30-Day 
Risk Free Trial.* Plus, receive FREE SHIPPING 
on your order! 

MKT-P0157
©  2020 Inogen, Inc. All rights reserved.

READY TO TAKE 
YOUR LIFE BACK?

or visit GetInogen.com/bargain

LIMITED-TIME

*Applicable for Inogen One G5 systems only.
**Applicable for purchases only. Restocking fee may apply.



DRAPERY PANELS
Dress windows  
your way when you 
sew your own drapery 
panels. Creating 
custom panels gives 
you say over the fabric, 
pattern, and color 
palette, as well as 
the finished length, 
width, and hanging 
mechanism.  
PROJECTS LACEY HOWARD  

& SONJA CARMON   

PHOTOGRAPHS JAY WILDE   

WORDS LACEY HOWARD

SEW EASY

SPECIAL THANKS TO ASHLEY 

FURNITURE AND HOMEGOODS.

FOR RESOURCES 

SEE PAGE 102.
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MATERIALS

• Home decorator fabric 52 to 54 inches wide (each of 

our finished panels is 85 inches long and 50 inches wide)

• Tape measure

• L square or long ruler

• Pins

• Thread

• Sewing machine

• Iron

• Sliding sewing gauge

Step 1 Determine finished length of panels: Measure 

the height of your space, from mounted rod to 

floor (or where you want panels to end). 

Step 2 Lay out fabric and cut off selvage edges 

(A). Cut fabric to required length (finished 

length plus 7 inches; ours was 92 inches).

Step 3 Cut sixteen 5×5-inch pieces for tabs (eight 

tabs for each panel). Cut two pieces (one per panel) 

5 inches by width of panel for facing pieces (B).

Step 4 Fold tabs with right sides together, and stitch 

long edges with a ½-inch seam (C). Be sure to stitch 

forward, reverse, and forward again at the start and 

stop of each run. Turn tabs right side out and press. 

TIP: Press with seams in middle, not on edge (D).

Step 5 Press a 2-inch fold in short ends of facing 

pieces (E), then fold in half again, pin (F), and 

stitch (G). Press ½ inch on one long edge of each 

facing piece (H). Press only; do not stitch.

DRAPERY PANELS

MAKE IT

A

E

C

G

B

F

D

H

DO IT 
BETTER

USE YOUR IRON AND SLIDING 

SEWING GAUGE AS A TEAM TO 

MEASURE AND PRESS A FOLD. 

SET THE GAUGE TO THE FOLD 

MEASUREMENT, THEN HOLD 

THE IRON IN ONE HAND AND 

THE GAUGE IN THE OTHER TO 

MEASURE AND PRESS A  

LENGTH OF FABRIC. 

THE SELVAGE EDGE 
PREVENTS FABRIC 

FROM FRAYING 
DURING SHIPPING. 

BECAUSE IT BEHAVES 
DIFFERENTLY FROM 
THE REST OF THE 

FABRIC WHEN 
WASHED, REMOVAL IS 

RECOMMENDED.

Watch + learn! See how the panels  

are made at BHG.com/CurtainPanels.
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I

M

K

O

J

N

L

P

HANG 

IT UP
Your finished panels will 

hang beautifully from 

a drapery rod when 

you incorporate these 

professional details. 
FINDING WIDTH  

For your finished panels 

to look full and ample 

even when closed, their 

combined width should 

be twice (or more) that 

of the window’s width. 

HIDDEN TABS  

The hidden tabs on the 

back of the top hem give 

you evenly spaced,  

repeating folds. 

 

BOTTOM HEM  

A 3-inch bottom hem 

with open sides allows 

you to insert weights in 

the hem if needed to get 

fabric to hang properly. 

Our panels float just 

above the floor.

Step 6 Press 2-inch folds on long edges of drapery 

panels and turn under 1 inch (same process as E and 

F). Stitch near open edge of fold (about 1 inch from 

outside of panel). Be sure to stitch forward, reverse, 

and forward again at the start and stop of each run.

Step 7 Evenly space tabs across top edge. Ours are 

about 5 inches apart. Pin tabs into place (I). Pin facing 

piece on top of tabs with raw edge aligned with raw 

edge of panel and right sides together (J). Pin between 

tabs. Stitch ½-inch seam across all layers (K).

Step 8 Fold tabs and facing piece to back of panel 

and press in place (L). Stitch width of panel at 

bottom of tabs and facing piece with a ½-inch 

seam, tucking ends of tabs under facing (M).

Step 9 For bottom hem, place pin at finished 

measurement from Step 1 (ours is 85 inches) 

at each edge and middle of each panel (N).

Step 10 Fold fabric at pins and press (O). Fold  

raw edge in to meet the bottom fold, and  

pin (P). Stitch near the open edge, about  

3 inches from the bottom of the panel.





HANDY GIRL

DIY Q&A

Are you ready to “get it right”? Handy Girl leads the way with 
these simple, effective solutions around the home.

WORDS KELLY ROBERSON  ILLUSTRATIONS ANKE REGA

LET’S GET TO WORK!
Here at Handy Girl, we hate 

do-overs ... and we’ve done plenty of 
them. In fact, doing things wrong 
the fi rst time is one of the ways we 

learn, but it can be costly. Here 
are a few of my favorite ways to 
do things right—the fi rst time.

GET IT RIGHT: DRYWALL INSTALL
A FEW KEY MUST-DOS IF YOU’VE GOT A DRYWALL 

PROJECT ON YOUR DIY LIST. 

STRAIGHTEDGE = PERFECT SCORE 

DON’T HAND-DRAW A CUT LINE ON A PIECE 

OF DRYWALL. MEASURE AND USE A UTILITY 

KNIFE TO FOLLOW A STRAIGHTEDGE.

PENCIL = PERFECT INSTALL LINE 

MARK LINES TO FOLLOW WHERE YOU NEED 

TO ATTACH THE PANEL TO THE STUDS.

SCREWS = PERFECT DEPTH 

YOUR SCREWS SHOULD BE SET EITHER LEVEL 

OR JUST EVER-SO-SLIGHTLY BELOW THE 

SURFACE OF THE DRYWALL.
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Get It Right: Safety
HANDY GIRLS, I WANT YOU TO STAY HALE AND HEALTHY SO YOU CAN KEEP DIYING 

WITH THE BEST OF THEM. TO DO THAT, APPROACH EVERY HOME PROJECT WITH SAFETY 

TOP OF MIND. GEAR MAKES IT EASY; HERE ARE FOUR ESSENTIALS I’M NEVER WITHOUT, 

AND ONE THAT I USE WHEN THE JOB DEMANDS IT.

1. EYE PROTECTION Ninety percent of all eye injuries wouldn’t happen if 

people wore appropriate gear. New safety glasses/goggles are lightweight and 

(almost) cool looking. Look for wraparound versions (stuff flies when you’re 

working on home projects) and opt for tinted lenses if you’re going inside-

outside a lot. Before you buy, try them on to make sure they don’t slip, have 

padding on the nose and earpieces, and are comfy. Most important? Wear 

them—especially if there’s dust or potential for materials to take flight.

2. EAR PROTECTION This comes in a number of forms. Earplugs are easy 

to find and easy to carry and may do the job for loud-but-not-too-loud 

machinery. To keep them from getting lost, opt for a pair that is connected 

and that you can drape on your neck. Earmuffs offer more extensive 

protection. Again, try them on before buying—and wear them.

3. LUNG PROTECTION From demo to drywall, DIY projects generate 
a lot of dust—and that dust will travel into your respiratory system. You 
can wear a disposable mask, but if you want a better barrier between you 
and whatever is hidden in your walls, opt for a respirator mask or an air 
respirator with a replaceable filter (and make sure you keep it separate from 
your everyday mask). Look for a rating that tells you the percentage of 
particulates the mask removes from your breathable air.

4. HAND PROTECTION There’s no excuse for not putting a layer of 
protection between the work and your hands with safety gloves. Different 
jobs call for different types of gloves, but all of them should be durable and 
comfortable (again, trying the fit is key).

And now for one extra ...

5. FOOT PROTECTION Have you ever dropped anything on your toes? 
I have (a concrete block that for some inexplicable reason I was carrying 
while wearing sandals—not good, dear readers, not good). Always wear 
closed-toe shoes, and if you’re doing a project involving heavy materials or 
blades, consider steel-toe work boots.

GET IT RIGHT: 
PERMITS 

WANT TO PAINT A ROOM? GO FOR 

IT. WANT TO PAINT THE OUTSIDE OF 

YOUR HOUSE? YOU MIGHT NEED A 

PERMIT FIRST. 

Here’s a general rule: If your project is substantially changing the 

structure of your home or property, would impact worker’s safety, 

or might affect your home’s compliance with local ordinances 

or codes, you probably need a permit. That might include 

demolishing something or erecting something or changing your 

home’s systems.

When in doubt, contact your local permitting or zoning 

department. If you complete a project and haven’t properly 

permitted it, the city could fine you or prevent a sale, among  

other actions.
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 Furniture: Cover it or move it. Get it out of the way 
so you don’t harm your pricey investments. If you’re 
covering it, use impenetrable materials (not old 
sheets!) and tape closed any openings. 

 Extras: If you’re fi xing or painting walls, remove 
outlet and switch covers versus taping around 
them. The job will be more thorough that way.

Floors: Even just walking on a fl oor while carrying 
construction equipment increases the risk of 
damage. Lay a construction tarp on your traffi  c 
path. If you’re drywalling or painting in a room, use 
a very heavy drop cloth and clean up as you go.

Tools: At least the day before you plan to work, 
get out the items you will need—ladder, hammer, 
everything. Think through the project from start 
to fi nish and ensure you have all the tools and 
materials so you don’t have to stop midstream 
and leave to buy what you forgot to get earlier.

 Cleaning: You undoubtedly will drip paint, drop 
drywall mud, or otherwise create messes. Have the 
right materials, including cleaning solutions and 
rags, on hand—maybe even in your pocket.

Get It Right: Prep
It’s frustrating to finish a DIY job perfectly but then have to do 
a next-level cleanup or repair because you didn’t take enough 

time to prepare. Here are some essentials.

GET IT RIGHT: COMPOUND VS. PLASTER
WIDTH MATTERS—SEE WHICH PRODUCT IS BEST FOR YOUR NEXT WALL REPAIR.

SURFACING COMPOUND: LIGHTWEIGHT 

PRODUCTS ARE APPROPRIATE FOR DRYWALL 

WALLS AND HOLES SMALLER THAN AN INCH IN 

DIAMETER AND SHALLOW—ABOUT ¼ INCH DEEP. 

ANYTHING DEEPER THAN THAT, OPT FOR A 

VINYL COMPOUND PRODUCT INSTEAD.

PLASTER: YOU’LL NEED A PLASTER PATCH FOR 

ANY HOLE LARGER THAN AN INCH IN DIAMETER 

IN A PLASTER WALL. 



GET IT RIGHT: WALL STAINS
Ever noticed the telltale sign—a brown stain—that water 

worked its way inside your home? Resist the urge to just 

paint over it. That may be simple and quick, but you could 

be masking a bigger issue.

If water has found a way into your home, it has done so 
because something is going wrong on your home’s exterior. 
For example, a piece of flashing could have come loose 
around a chimney. A shingle could have blown off on the 
roof. Or there may be an unsealed crack in a wall. Dig 
deeper because if you don’t, that water will keep finding 
its way in and you’ll keep painting over a problem that’s 
growing. If you’re not sure where the problem is, do what  
all smart DIYers do: Call a construction company (or two) 
for insight and a quote about fixing the problem.

Get It Right: 

Budgets
It’s really awesome to start a  

project sure that your budget is spot 
on. What’s not really awesome is 
having that go sideways. Instead, 
automatically build a cushion of 

10 percent into your construction 
budget. Then, at various points in the 

project—when you’re 25 percent,  
50 percent, and 75 percent done— 

revisit your budget to see where you 
missed the mark. If you went under, 
great. If you went over, you might  

be able to pivot and adjust. 

For A Complete Selection Of Plans, Go To woodcraft.com/categories/woodworking-plans
For A Free Catalog Or To Find Your Local Woodcraft Store, Visit woodcraft.com Or Call 800-225-1153.  Follow Us:                          20DY08H   

QUALITY WOODWORKING TOOLS • 
SUPPLIES • ADVICE®

Over 75 Stores Nationwide – Stop In And Visit With Us!

Create A Relaxation Destination 
On Any Porch – Or Even Inside

A Woodcraft Magazine Classic® Project Plan makes 
it super simple to build this swing bed. Paint or stain 

it, add cozy matching cushions, and relax!



WHAT TO DO WITH 

HOP ALONG A single roll of wallpaper costs about 

as much as a large-scale art print—with plenty 

to spare. Cut to desired length, and then “color 

in” some of the black-and-white line art with 

embroidery, this photo. Satin stitches in various 

shades of pink and green enhance the petals and 

leaves; yellow French knots form the fl ower centers. 

To make wall-ready, cut four 1∕4×2-inch poplar craft 

boards to the width of your paper. Sand, stain, and 

seal the boards, allowing time to dry between 

coats. Drill holes about 21∕2 inches from 

each board end. Sandwich the paper 

between the boards, securing 

with bolts and nuts.

Play with pattern in unexpected places by 
putting wallpaper rolls, sheets, and remnants 

to work this weekend. 
PROJECTS JENI WRIGHT  PHOTOGRAPHS CARSON DOWNING  

WORDS MARIA V. CHARBONNEAUX

WALLPAPER
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FEATHERED FEATURE 

One DIYer’s wallpaper 
remnants are another’s 
treasure, this photo. 
Using the feather 
pattern at BHG.com/

WallpaperPattern, cut 
feathers ranging from 2 to 
8 inches long on a Cricut 
or similar die-cutting 
machine. Using a pushpin, 
string, and pencil, draw 
circles in several sizes 
on a 36-inch square 
cut from 3/4-inch birch 
plywood. Arrange and 
glue the feathers around 
the circles, starting on the 
outside with the largest 
feathers and working your 
way in with smaller ones. 
Overlap and alternate 
patterns as you go. Miter-
cut a frame from 1×3 
poplar boards, paint, and 
nail to the plywood.

WALLPAPER BOOKS, 
SAMPLES, LEFTOVER 

ROLLS, OR SCRAP 
PACKS (FOUND ON 
SITES LIKE ETSY OR 
EBAY) ARE GREAT 

SOURCES FOR  
SMALL BITS.

Get the pattern! Download our feather 
pattern at BHG.com/WallpaperPattern
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IN THE HOUSE A quirky birdhouse 
collection makes the best kind of block 
party, this photo. Wallpaper book pages 
are sized perfectly for this project—ask 
paint stores or retailers for their discards. 
To create patterns for odd-shape sides 
and roofs, place printer paper on each 
surface; fold or crease the paper along 
each edge and cut along the folds. Trace 
and cut wallpaper. Adhere the cutouts 
to the corresponding sections using 
crafts glue and pressing flat so edges 
don’t curl. Hang by letting rooflines 
catch on screws in the wall.



NO WORRIES IF 
YOU END UP WITH 

BUBBLES OR A 
MISALIGNED PIECE. 

CAREFULLY PEEL 
THE WALLPAPER 
AND TRY AGAIN. 

STAIR MASTER Step up the style 
in your home with wallpapered 
stair risers, this photo. Measure 

a riser’s width and height in 
a few places, and transfer 

measurements onto removable 
wallpaper using a straightedge 

and marker. You’ll likely need to 
match the pattern and cut two 
pieces that slightly overlap for 

each riser. Peeling a small amount 
of backing as you go, place each 

piece, smoothing from the center 
out. Repeat with remaining risers.
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LOOKS LIKE TILE Make a set of floating shelves an eye-
catching focal point with tile-inspired wallpaper, this photo. 
Using a pencil, level, and straightedge, draw vertical lines on 
the wall where your shelves will be placed to guide wallpaper 
placement. Measure your wall height and shelf width. Cut 
your wallpaper to size, allowing for a bit of excess at the top 
and bottom. Spread the paper facedown on a flat surface, and 
evenly spread wallpaper paste with a wallpaper brush, using 
a figure-eight motion. Press the paper along the outer pencil 
line, then, using a smoothing tool, smooth out and down 
from the top center to remove air bubbles and wrinkles. Wipe 
away excess adhesive with a damp cloth. Match the pattern 
and cut a second strip of paper; repeat the process to hang. 
Using a straightedge and utility knife, trim excess wallpaper 
along the ceiling, baseboard, and cabinetry, if necessary. 
Once dry, hang shelves in studs or using anchors.

OUR SHELVES 
EXTEND FROM 

A BANK OF 
CABINETRY, BUT 

YOU COULD 
ALSO HANG A 

FREESTANDING 
SET. IF YOU GO 
THAT ROUTE, 

CONSIDER 
CENTERING 

YOUR PAPER SO 
THE PATTERN IS 
SYMMETRICAL. 



NEW DIRECTION Go all 
out with a patchwork-
style treatment that 
showcases wallpaper in 
various patterns, scales, 
and textures selected 
around a unifying color 
scheme. We used seven 
styles of paper and let 
the paint show in places, 
left, but you could get 
a similar look with as 
few as two papers and a 
coordinating wall color. 
Using the pattern at BHG 

.com/WallpaperPattern 
and thick cardstock 
or bristol board, make 
a template. To create 
the wallpaper shapes, 
rough-cut six sheets 
of wallpaper and tape 
the stack to a protected 
surface. Trace the pattern 
and cut through all 
layers at the same time 
with a utility knife and 
straightedge. Repeat as 
necessary. For half of the 
shapes, flip the pattern 
over when tracing for 
a mirror image. Using a 
pencil and a level, draw 
vertical guidelines on the 
wall. Experiment with 
placement by adhering 
shapes with painters tape. 
Once you’re happy with 
the layout, take a picture 
and remove the pieces. 
Starting from the center, 
apply a small amount of 
wallpaper paste to the 
wall. Begin adhering the 
shapes, working upward 
and then downward 
along your guidelines. 
Remove bubbles using a 
smoothing tool (A), and 
wipe off excess paste 
as you go with a damp 
cloth. After all shapes 
have been placed, trim 
excess at the ceiling  
and baseboard using  
a straightedge and  
utility knife.

A

THE SHAPES MAY 
SHRINK A BIT AS THEY 

DRY, SO OVERLAP 
THEM EVER-SO-

SLIGHTLY TO AVOID 
UNSIGHTLY GAPS. 

DO IT 
BETTER

BEFORE YOU BUY PAPER, 

PRICE IT. DEPENDING 

ON THE SIZE OF YOUR 

PROJECT, IT MAY BE MORE 

COST-EFFECTIVE TO ORDER 

LARGE SAMPLES IN EXACT 

QUANTITIES INSTEAD  

OF ROLLS. 
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MAKEOVER MAGIC Give 
a vintage hutch a new 
lease on life with a little 
paint and peel-and-stick 
wallpaper, left. Prep your 
piece by masking glass 
and removing hardware, 
doors, and shelves. Then 
sand, prime, and paint. 
Once completely dry, 
measure the areas to be 
wallpapered. Using a utility 
knife and straightedge, 
trim paper to size. Peel 
away the backing as you 
lightly position the paper 
along an edge. Once in 
place, press down and 
smooth from the center 
outward to remove air 
bubbles. Match pattern 
and repeat for other areas 
as necessary. Reinstall 
hardware and doors.

DO IT 
BETTER

FOR A PERFECT FIT, 

MAKE A PATTERN FOR 

DECORATIVE DOOR 

PANELS. PLACE PAPER 

OVER THE RAISED AREA 

OF THE PANEL, AND 

TRACE OVER IT WITH A 

PENCIL. TRIM AROUND 

THE OUTLINE.

FOR RESOURCES 

SEE PAGE 102.

TAKE A WOOD HEADER 
INTO ACCOUNT WHEN 

MEASURING SO YOU 
CAN WRAP THE PAPER 

AROUND IT. USE A 
CREDIT CARD TO 

SMOOTH THE PAPER 
INTO CORNERS. 

Learn more! Get tips and tricks for  
wallpapering like a pro: BHG.com/WallpaperHowTo



Carve out a new craft for 

yourself and take this kit from 

bois block to lovely ladle. 

Everything you need to make 

a beautiful wood utensil is 

included. Butternut Wooden 

Spoon Carving Kit, $33; 

butternutspooncarver 
.etsy.com

Let your creativity flow with 
books, classes, and tools to help 

you enjoy this cozy season.
WORDS AMBER WAGNER  PHOTOGRAPHS JASON DONNELLY

ON OUR 
RADAR

STUFF WE LOVE
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1. Looking for a creative 

space to learn new skills? 

AR Workshops has you 

covered! Check the 

website for a listing of 

crafty classes in your area, 

and try a new technique 

with other DIYers! AR 

Workshops, prices vary 

by location and class; 

arworkshop.com

2. Artful shape-shifter. 

The Mold Press Vacuform 

Machine turns everyday 

items into one-of-a-kind 

plastic molds with your 

home vacuum. Leave 

as-is or create custom 

copycats in resin, clay, 

chocolate, and more! 

Mold Press, $130; 

wermemorykeepers 
.com

3. Read All About It! helps 

you write, illustrate, and 

make your own zines. 

Create 10 mini mags with 

a variety of themes. The 

book provides the paper 

and ideas; you provide 

the creativity. Read All 

About It! book, $18; 

laurenceking.com

4. Ditch single-use mop 

tops or grimy sponges and 

switch to the Quick-Loop. 

The simple wood mop 

uses any washable towel 

and a little twist to get your 

floors sparkling clean. Easy 

on your wallet and the 

earth. Quick Loop, $16;  

quick-loop.com

5. Treat your plants on a 

stylish stage. The Demeter 

Potting Bench is a chic 

steel workhorse for your 

outdoor space. Not 

planting now? The double-

duty bench, available in 

blue or gray, cleans up to 

become a handy bar cart. 

Demeter Potting Bench, 

$100; gardeners.com

1

2 3

4 5
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6. Grill on the go! This 

foldable, dishwasher-safe 

grate packs a punch. 

Light up a compostable 

charcoal pod and you’ll 

be grilling in minutes. 

No hauling charcoal bags, 

lighter fl uid, or bulky grills 

to your next campout or 

tailgate. Hero Portable 

Charcoal Grill System, 

$100; herogrill
.fi reandfl avor.com

7. These scissors hit 

all the right angles, 

literally. Right Shears 

let you chop through 

clamshell packaging or 

slice wrapping paper 

comfortably. The 

ergonomic design allows 

ease of use without wrist 

strain. Right Shears, $20; 

amazon.com

8. Ideal for exterior 

repairs, this paintable 

patch requires no messy 

mixing. The weatherproof 

compound is strong like 

an epoxy but quick-setting 

like a putty. Two-hour 

drying time and water 

cleanup make it easy to 

fi x almost any surface. 

Platinum Patch, $6; 

platinumpatch
.dap.com

9. Hard as a rock, light 

as a feather (almost!). For 

crafts or landscaping, 

Featherock stones are a 

rock-solid choice. Natural 

pumice gravel comes in 

four sizes to fi t all your 

project needs. Featherock 

Gravel, from $35; 

featherock.com

10. Go with the fl ow. 

Vibrant ink in a brush 

marker wets and blends 

just like watercolor 

without any mess. Royal 

Talens Ecoline Brush 

Pen Markers, from $16; 

dickblick.com

NEED HIGH RES

7

10

8

6

9



11. Concentrated cleaning 

power comes in a pretty 

package. Reusable spray 

bottles tackle your dirtiest 

jobs while keeping the 

environment clean. Refi ll 

formulas are available 

for bathroom, glass, 

hardwood, and more. 

Infuse Collection, from $8; 

infuseclean.com

12. No more thirsty plants! 

AquaPots conceal a built-

in system that lets you go 

a week or more between 

waterings. Frost-resistant 

pottery in a range of sizes 

and colors brings ease 

and beauty to your patio. 

AquaPots, price varies; 

provenwinners.com 

13. An itty-bitty Cricut that 

can travel with us? Don’t 

mind if we do! The Cricut 

Joy lets your cutting needs 

go well beyond the craft 

room, packing a punch 

on all your upcoming 

projects. Cricut Joy, $180; 

cricut.com 

14. Varathane’s wood-

grain enhancer in black or 

white will make your wood 

projects pop. Pigment 

fi lls in the grain on bare 

or stained wood for a 

unique look. Combine 

with colored overall stains 

for even more impact. 

Varathane Wood Grain 

Enhancer, $15.50 per 

quart; rustoleum.com

15. Stretch, tie, and tuck 

almost anything with these 

springy fasteners. The 20-

foot length, off ered in two 

thicknesses, can be cut to 

size to cinch woodworking 

projects, corral camping 

gear, or wrangle tools. 

Simple Strap, from $16; 
simplestrap.com

13

11

14

12

15
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16. Seed saving is 

simplifi ed. Gather your fall 

harvest and prep for spring 

with these handy packets. 

Record important growing 

info on an envelope 

beautiful enough for 

gifting. Self-sealing 

sachets are sold in sets of 

six. $6; seattleseed.com

17. A smart space-saver 

for garden, house, and 

more, this 2-inch bucket 

expands to hold more 

than 2 gallons. A sturdy 

plastic rim with handle and 

pour spouts direct liquid 

with ease. Collapsible 

Bucket, $19; 

centurionbrands.com

18. If you feel the need 

for speed while you bead, 

Swift Bead is for you. 

Simply poke the tool into 

your seed beads and they 

quickly line up on the wire 

for eff ortless stringing. 

Two needles are included 

in each package. 

Swift Bead, $12; 

clover-usa.com

19. A butcher-block 

painting kit from Giani 

will take your outdated 

countertops from drab to 

fab in just a few hours—no 

remodeling required. 

Everything is included to 

replicate Eurostyle butcher 

block without the hassle 

of a messy install. 

Butcher Block Countertop 

Paint Kit, $85; 

gianigranite.com

16

19

17 18
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BEDSIDE
STORAGE

ORDER IN THE HOUSE

Become the ultimate host. Thoughtful touches 
turn a standard spare bedroom into a serenely organized 

haven for overnight guests.
PROJECTS LESLIE POYZER 

PHOTOGRAPHS JASON DONNELLY  

WORDS CHELSEA EVERS

HACK IT MAKE IT BUY IT

MIX & MATCH  A bedside set of essential oils 
gives guests the opportunity to create their 
own custom diff user scent blends. For a 
personal touch, leave a note with suggestions 
for relaxing nighttime and energizing morning 
combinations.

ON THE SCENT  Create 
a tranquil environment 
with a programmable 
diff user. Fill with water 
and essential oils, and 
choose from seven LED 
colors. Serene House 
Cosmos Diff user, $40; 
bedbathandbeyond.com

LEG UP  Crafted from ash wood, these 
universal legs screw directly into a 
prefab cabinet. Simply select a style 
from the product menu, choose 
a color, and give your furniture a 
personal upgrade. Siri Cabinet Legs, 
$84 for a set of four; prettypegs.com



QUICK CHANGE  A great guest experience starts 
with function and extends to comfort. We made 
a Shaker-style kitchen cabinet into custom 
bedside storage. Extra-special touches like a 
wake-up lamp and essential-oil diff user will have 
visitors thinking twice about heading home.
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PERSONAL SPACE  

To build this bedside 
cabinet, choose a 
kitchen cabinet to 
fi t your space. Cut 
a sheet of 1-inch-
thick plywood for 
the top, allowing a 
½-inch overhang on 
the front and sides 
of the cabinet. Prime 
and paint the cabinet, 
plywood, and legs, if 
desired. Install legs 
on the base of the 
cabinet, drilling holes 
if needed. Apply liquid 
nail adhesive to the 
top edge of the 
cabinet and attach 
the plywood top. 
Measure and drill 
holes for cabinet 
pulls, and install. 

COOL CORK  We 
cut cork fabric to 
fi t the door insets 
and attached it with 
spray adhesive. Let 
dry before using. We 
found our lightweight 
cork fabric from 
belagioenterprises

.com. 

ZIP IT UP  Save unprepared 
guests a trip to the 
drugstore by providing 
a toiletry bag fi lled 
with miniature soaps, 
toothpaste, toothbrush, 
and hair products. This 
zippered model has an 
interior mesh pocket to 
keep supplies organized. 
West Elm Toiletry Bag, 
$35; westelm.com



SWEET DREAMS  Little things can make all the 

diff erence in extending a warm welcome. A small 

hook inside a cabinet door stores a silk eye mask 

within easy reach so your guest enjoys a sound 

night of sleep.

INSIDE STORY  This sturdy natural basket is an ideal catchall 

for tissues, charging cords, and other bedtime essentials. 

Made from water hyacinth woven over a metal frame, it’s 

colored with a nontoxic organic dye. Mocha Water Hyacinth 

Bin, $8; containerstore.com

LIGHTEN UP  Make waking 

up in a diff erent time 

zone less jarring with 

this light therapy clock. 

It mimics the sunrise by 

gradually brightening to 

gently rouse sleepers. 

Wake-Up Light HF3500, 

$50; usa.philips.com
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THE BIG REVEAL

COOL TOOLS

You don’t need a full remodel to enjoy your bath. 
Deploy these innovative products for a makeover 

that’s easy on your schedule and budget.
WORDS LINDSEY M. ROBERTS
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3. TUBSHROOM Catch every last hair that falls in 

a tub before it hits the drain. Pop this strainer—

in blue, green, white, orange, clear, chrome, or 

stainless steel—inside the top of the tub drain. Pull 

it out to toss the hair and save on plumbing bills. 

$13–$15; tubshroom.com

2. MOEN AROMATHERAPY SHOWER 

Stop and smell the roses—while you shower. Put one of four pod 

blends—lavender, lemon, geranium, and lemongrass—into a new 

handheld shower from Moen for a custom aromatherapy experience. 

$129; bedbathandbeyond.com

1. 4.5L ROUND STEP 

CAN SimpleHuman’s 

engineered steel pedal 

will last over 150,000 

steps—more than 20 per 

day for 20 years—even on 

this small bathroom can. 

The lid closes quietly too. 

Eye-pleasing as well as 

functional, the stainless-

steel can comes in 

fi ngerprint-proof brushed, 

polished, black, rose 

gold, dark bronze, brass, 

and white fi nishes. $25; 
simplehuman.com

4. ESSENTIAL 

TOILET BRUSH 

With on-trend colors 

and a soft matte fi nish, 

this toilet brush is pretty 

enough to leave out in 

any newly remodeled 

bath. The silicone-coated 

ceramic holder houses 

a replaceable brush held 

by a sleek handle. $44; 
food52.com
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6. REVENT EASY INSTALLATION BATHROOM 

EXHAUST FAN Replace an ugly, noisy bathroom 

fan with one that’s slim, quiet, paintable, and easy to 

install with a fast, screwless fan mounting. Choose 

air-extraction rates of 50, 80, or 110 CFM, and with or 

without LED lighting. $80–$177; homedepot.com

8. BEHR SIMPLE POUR LID ON MARQUEE INTERIOR SATIN 

ENAMEL Experts often recommend a satin sheen for bathroom wall 

paint: The fi nish is resistant to stains, dirt, and mildew. For less mess 

when applying paint, try Behr’s new Simple Pour Lid, with a cap that 

becomes a spout. $44; homedepot.com

5

8

6

7. RAPIDCURE QUARTZLOCK 

New grout can freshen the look 

of old tile. One gallon of Daltile’s 

premixed urethane grout covers 

16–253 square feet and is UV 

stable, so colors will not yellow, 

darken, or fade. Unlike traditional 

grout, this formula does not 

require sealing and is permanently 

stain resistant. Easy water cleanup 

too!. $70; build.com

7

5. PUSH N’ CLEAN 

ELONGATED CLOSED FRONT 

TOILET SEAT This toilet seat has 

so much going for it: screws that 

never loosen, grip bumpers to 

prevent shifting, a lid that closes 

slowly and quietly, and a push 

button allowing for quick removal 

to clean. It’s also available 

in a rounded shape. $40; 
homedepot.com
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12. MIZU SMART BATH TOWEL It seems like magic! The towel 

has antibacterial silver cleaning fi bers embedded in the fabric, and 

the stripes change color when the towel needs to be laundered. 

Even better, it absorbs up to fi ve times its weight in water and dries 

three times faster than average towels. $50; mizutowel.com

10. LOCTITE RE-NEW 

WHITE ADVANCED 

SEALANT CAULK Like using a 

highlighter pen, Loctite’s auto-

smoothing applicator writes 

silicone on dirty, yellowing, and 

cracking caulk to renew it. The 

silicone can be applied directly 

over existing sealant or silicone. 

$7; lowes.com 

11. SOCKET SHELF CORDLESS WALL OUTLET 

EXTENDER Two outlets become six, plus two USB 

ports. This wall outlet extender also holds a smartphone, 

tablet, or e-reader on its shelf. Shaving and makeup 

application just got smart. $25; homedepot.com 

13. CATALINA LIGHTING ELLUMI 

BACTERIA KILLING RECESSED 

SHOWER LIGHT Kill bathroom 

germs with a light? The Ellumi LED 

does just that. Switch between 

standard mode and continuously 

disinfecting mode to fi ght bacteria, 

mold, and fungi. 

$47; amazon.com

10
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9. RUBBERMAID 

POWER SCRUBBER 

To scrub-a-dub dirty 

grout, an electronic 

scrubber can help get 

the job done faster. 

Rubbermaid’s device 

works on tight corners 

and crevices with two 

settings: pulse and 

continuous. $20; 
target.com

9
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14

15

16. TUSHY For a quick upgrade to the 

throne-room experience, try a bidet 

attachment. In 10 minutes, without 

fi ddling with electricity or plumbing, a 

toilet can have a clean-water spray option 

with variable pressure and spray angle. 

$80; hellotushy.com

15. VERDERA VOICE LIGHTED MIRROR 24" BY 33" WITH AMAZON 

ALEXA Alexa is now acquainted with the bathroom, playing music, news, and 

weather reports from a stereo sound system integrated into a mirror. Turn 

smart home devices on and off , make grocery lists, and more. The mirror also 

includes a motion-sensing night-light. $1,172; kohler.com

17. HOMAX TOUGH AS 

TILE GLOSS TUB AND 

TILE REFINISHING KIT 

Take a tub from “eww” to 

new with a tub, sink, and 

tile refresh. Brush on fi nish, 

let it cure for 48 hours, and 

enjoy a bath again. It works 

on fi berglass, porcelain, 

glazed ceramic tile, and 

acrylic composite. $37; 
acehardware.com

14. GROUT REMOVAL ATTACHMENT

To speed up the time-intensive process of 

removing old grout, a Dremel kit provides a 

30-degree angle of controlled cutting along 

grout lines. Special guides keep the bit centered 

between tiles, and depth adjustment controls 

cutting depth up to 3∕8 inch below the tile 

surface. $20; acmetools.com

16

17



best

BRE BERTOLINI 

DESIGNED AND BUILT 

THE BACK OF THE 

MUDROOM BENCH BY 

CUTTING AND GLUING 

SELECT PINE 1×2S 

TO 1/2-INCH-THICK 

PLYWOOD. 

2

3

BRE KNOWS
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Life in her husband’s boyhood 
home boosts Bre Bertolini’s 
design career and inspires  
DIY collaboration.
WORDS & STYLING LACEY HOWARD   

PHOTOGRAPHS ADAM ALBRIGHT  

DAN BERTOLINI NEVER THOUGHT 

HE WOULD MOVE BACK INTO THE 

HOUSE HE GREW UP IN, MUCH LESS 

WITH A WIFE AND INFANT IN TOW. But 

in July 2016, he accepted his dream job as a baseball coach at 

Youngstown State University, and his father, Emil Bertolini, 

offered the living arrangement to the young couple and baby 

Eloise. Emil was living alone in the 1980s-era 3,500-square-

foot home. “Nothing had been touched in years,” Bre says. 

Dan’s childhood bedroom was intact on the upper level, and 

every room still featured the decor of Dan’s late mother. 

 Dan and Bre accepted Emil’s generous offer, and soon Bre’s 

Instagram following (@brepurposed) and career as a designer 

was growing with every update they made. “We didn’t have 

free rein to just dive in and do whatever projects we wanted,” 

Bre says, noting Emil’s need to warm up to her ideas, 

especially in the beginning. “It turned out to be a blessing, 

because it helped us choose each project carefully and really 

consider the changes we wanted to make.” 

 Working together, Dan, Bre, and Emil have turned the 

house into a home for all three generations, now including 

Hawkins (a brother for Eloise) and pup Oakley. The Bertolinis 

know well the pride of a well-done DIY project. “Working 

hard to bring your vision to life and then having a beautiful 

thing to admire—it’s an amazing thing,” Bre says. “Things 

hardly ever go smoothly. But that’s part of the fun.”

1 Bre and Dan Bertolini, with Eloise, 4, and Hawkins, 1, 

chose to keep the home’s original oak trim. “I hated it  

when we first moved in,” Bre says. “But now I feel like  

it’s one of the most unique parts of this house.”  

2 The combination mudroom/laundry room was the first 

space the trio tackled and “it blew up on social media and 

got shared by tons of well-known bloggers and designers, 

which really helped get my name out there,” Bre Bertolini 

says. The bench was built from 3⁄4-inch plywood with 2×4s 

as supports screwed into the wall. The stain color is one Bre 

created by layering Minwax Special Walnut and Golden Oak.

3 The tall blue cabinets were salvaged from a job Emil 

Bertolini, a professional tile installer, was working. 

“They were measured wrong so they couldn’t be used, 

but they ended up being perfect for us!” Bre says. “I 

gave them a light sand, primed, and painted them.”

DO IT 
BETTER

BRE CALLS HER STYLE MODERN 

CASUAL. “I HAVE A VERY 

CLEAN, MODERN AESTHETIC, 

BUT IT ISN’T STIFF AND 

UNCOMFORTABLE. OUR HOME 

IS WELCOMING AND LIVED IN 

AND GIVES YOU A SENSE OF 

WHO LIVES HERE,”  

SHE SAYS. 

ANCHORS 
AWEIGH 

SW 9179  
SHERWIN-WILLIAMS  

SHERWIN-WILLIAMS.COM

1

FOR RESOURCES SEE PAGE 102.
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4 Bre turned to local lumberyard Baird 

Brothers Fine Hardwoods to help craft the 

giant living room storage piece. “They built 

the base cabinets, sliding doors, and tall 

shelves on either side and delivered them 

to us unfinished. I stained each piece, then 

we put the entire unit together, built legs 

for it, installed the sliding door hardware, 

and put a back on it,” she says. “And added 

the hardware.” 5 Emil took the reins on 

the living room’s two-story fireplace. “He 

totally ripped out the old surround and 

built out a new frame,” Bre says, to which 

he added Marazzi Influence tile in Iron.  

“He had to rent multiple scaffolds to get 

high enough. It definitely wasn’t easy,  

but it turned out so amazing.” 6 The 

firewood holder was easier and quicker 

to build from 2×2s and a 1×12 than 

expected. Using a Kreg jig, they attached 

the pieces, spray-painted the unit 

black, and hung it on the wall using 

“lots of drywall anchors because, of 

course, there are no studs,” Bre says.

BRE WAS INSPIRED 
BY A SIMILAR 

FIREWOOD HOLDER 
SHE FOUND ON 
PINTEREST, BUT 
IT WAS METAL. “I 

FIGURED WE COULD 
MAKE SOMETHING 

MUCH EASIER USING 
WOOD,” SHE SAYS. 

5

4



7 Bre found the entry table at a local antiques store. “The color wasn’t 

quite right. I gave it a light sand and a quick coat of gel stain so it 

matched my decor better,” she says. Paired with a modern mirror, 

it fi ts her blended vintage-modern style. 8 ”By far the biggest DIY 

project we’ve tackled since moving in is replacing all the fl ooring on 

our main level,” Bre says. Five types of fl ooring, including carpet and 

tile, divided the open fl oor plan. “By putting in one uniform fl oor of 

vinyl planks, it created a much better fl ow throughout the main level 

and allowed all the rooms to feel much more connected,” she says. 

DO IT 
BETTER

WITH A GREAT STRUCTURE 

IN PLACE, DESIGNER 

BRE BERTOLINI SUGGESTS 

ADDING ARCHITECTURAL 

STYLE WITH SHIPLAP, 

BOARD-AND-BATTEN, AND 

WOOD ACCENT WALLS.

8

6

7
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9 The main-level powder room 

was inspired by the board-and-

batten wall in Hawkins’ room 

(see page 51). For a modern take, 

the trio installed tile in a vertical 

stacked pattern. “My favorite 

feature is the wood floating shelf 

above the vanity that separates 

the two tile colors,” Bre says. 

10 Bre made over the vanity (a 

Facebook Marketplace find) by 

sanding and staining it, then 

adding modern hardware. 

DO IT 
BETTER

“DARKER FURNITURE 

WORKS BEST WITH OUR 

LIGHTER WOOD-LOOK 

TILE FLOORS,” BRE SAYS. 

MOST OF HER FURNITURE 

REHABS USE MINWAX 

STAINS IN DARK WALNUT 

AND RED OAK. 

9

10



https://avxlive.icu/


https://avxlive.icu/


11 The laundry/mudroom was the trio’s fi rst 
complete demo. Emil installed tile on the walls 
and fl oor. 12 “The countertop is actually a 
$20 slab door that we thrifted,” Bre says. “We cut 
it to size and stained it to resemble a butcher-
block countertop for a fraction of the price.”

11

12
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13 “Eloise was adamant about having pink walls,” Bre says, adding 

that she opted for a rich, mauve pink to satisfy them both. 14 Bre 

used an embroidery hoop as the template for the scallop detail—

“to give her room a little more personality.” 15 All the furniture 

in Eloise’s room is vintage or thrifted: The bed is from Craigslist 

and the nightstand from Facebook Marketplace. “This is definitely 

a space I had some fun with,” Bre says. “I wanted to create a 

room that could grow with her but also didn’t feel too girly.”

INSTEAD OF WIRING 
FOR A SCONCE, BRE 

INSERTED A BATTERY-
POWERED, REMOTE-

CONTROL PUCK 
LIGHT INSIDE THE 

GLOBE TO ILLUMINATE 
THE FIXTURE. 

NO ELECTRICIAN 
REQUIRED!

RETRO
PINK 

S170-4  
BEHR  

BEHR.COM

14

15

13



16 Hawkins’ room was the first boy’s 

nursery Bre had designed. “I wanted 

it to be a fun space for him but also 

an extension of my style,” she says. 

Board-and-batten wainscoting 

topped with a ledge gives the space 

architectural character. “It’s the 

perfect place to display books,” Bre 

says. 17 The bookshelf was inspired 

by a wine rack Bre saw on Pinterest. 

“My dad and I built it together, and 

figuring out all the angles was super 

hard,” Bre says. “It took a lot of trial 

and error, but I hope it’s a piece 

that will be in our family for years 

to come.” 18 Eloise’s room had 

two closets. “She definitely didn’t 

need both so I thought it would be 

fun to turn one into a little reading 

nook,” Bre says. Wallpaper, a bench, 

and a light fixture was all it took. 

16

17

WOODLAND
LICHEN 

HGSW3282  
HGTV HOME BY 

SHERWIN-WILLIAMS  
SHERWIN-WILLIAMS.COM

18
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“I BELIEVE YOU SHOULD DESIGN YOUR HOME 

FOR THE STAGE OF LIFE YOU’RE IN. BUT I 

ALSO DON’T THINK HAVING SMALL KIDS  

SHOULD REQUIRE YOU TO MAKE TOO MANY 

SACRIFICES WITH YOUR STYLE.”
BRE BERTOLINI, DESIGNER & HOMEOWNER

19 While the master bedroom’s larger pieces were bought new, Bre blends the midcentury-inspired furniture “into my 
style of mixing old with new.” 20 ”Linen sheets have been a lifesaver because they’re meant to have that lived-in look,” 
she says. Oakley makes himself comfortable on the bed and off. 21 “I’m all about a neutral color palette and feel like 
it’s one of the easiest ways to create that calm and relaxing vibe in a home,” Bre says. “But that doesn’t mean that it has 
to be boring. I bring in thoughtful, unexpected details with an accent wall, wood treatment, or vintage treasures.” 

BRE WAS DRAWN TO THE 
ART, THEN DISCOVERED THE 
SUBJECT WAS SAINT MARY’S 
LAKE. THE CHURCH WHERE 

SHE AND DAN WERE MARRIED 
IS CALLED ST. MARY’S OF THE 
LAKE. “IT WAS MEANT TO BE!” 

SHE SAYS. SAINT MARY’S LAKE, 
FROM $21; MINTED.COM

19

20

21



22 ”This was such an awkward space in 

the bedroom when we moved in,” Bre 

says. “But the actual mantel was beautiful, 

and we knew we had to keep it.” They 

had a contractor build a frame for a small 

hearth. Then they installed shiplap and 

brick-look tile that Bre painted white. 

23 Above the mantel, a Samsung 

Frame TV resembles art when it’s not 

in use. “I can change the art every time 

I switch up the decor,” Bre says.

THEY INSTALLED AN 
ELECTRIC FIREPLACE 

FOR A CLEAN, 
MODERN LOOK 

AND LOW UPKEEP. 
IT INSTANTLY 

BUMPED UP THE 
COZINESS FACTOR 
AND CREATED AN 

AMAZING VIEW FROM 
THE BED.

22

23

FOR RESOURCES 

SEE PAGE 102.



CITIZEN CANE
Cane furniture, a design trend that dates to  

ancient Egypt, is having a 21st-century moment.  
Here’s how to bring it home in ways big and small.

PROJECTS JENI WRIGHT  PHOTOGRAPHS BLAINE MOATS  WORDS LACEY HOWARD
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MATERIALS

• Poplar boards (see cut list, below left,  

for full-size bed measurements)
• Chop saw or miter saw
• Sandpaper and sander, or sanding block 
• Pocket-hole jig and screws
• Drill/driver
• Wood glue
• Paintbrush
• Primer
• Paint (We used Peppercorn  

SW 7674 by Sherwin-Williams.) 
• Binder cane
• Stapler and staples

Step 1 Cut and sand all boards on cut list.  
Drill two pocket holes in each end of the long  
and short frame sides. Glue and screw two short 
side boards and two long side boards centered  
on corner blocks to create three rectangular 
frames. Prime and paint the three frames and  
the two back braces.

Step 2 Staple one end of a binder cane strand to 
the short side of one frame on the back next to 
a corner block. Begin wrapping the cane around 
the frame, keeping wrapped strands close 
together. At the end of the first strand, staple it 
to the frame and start the next length. Continue 
wrapping until there are 100 strands wrapped 
and stapled to the back of the frame. 

Step 3 Turn the frame 90 degrees and, starting 
in one corner, butt a strand next to the corner 
block on the long side of the frame; staple in 
place on the back. Staple nine more strands  
next to each other until you have 10 secured 
to the frame. Weave the group of 10 over and 
under every 10 perpendicular strands until you 
get to the other end of the frame; staple. Secure 
the next 10 strands and weave them opposite 
the first group. Continue weaving in this fashion 
until you have woven the entire frame. Repeat 
steps 2 and 3 for the remaining frames.

Step 4 Lay the three frames woven side down  
on a work surface. Line up short sides as top  
and bottom, long sides touching. Lay one  
brace board over the top corner blocks and 
one along the bottom corner blocks. Screw the 
brace boards into the corner blocks to secure 
the frames (A).

Step 5 To hang the headboard, drive screws  
into the wall and hook the top brace board  
over the screws.

HEADBOARD

MAKE IT

A

CUT LIST

#

6 
6 
12 
2

PART

FRAME LONG SIDES  
FRAME SHORT SIDES 
CORNER BLOCKS 
BACK BRACES

LENGTH  
(IN INCHES)

18 
14 
1¾ 

56¾

CUT FROM

1×2 
1×2 

3×3 DOWEL 
1×4

*Sizes for a finished headboard 563/4 inches wide to fit a full-size bed.

ALL NATURAL Three panels team 
up to create a headboard for a full-
size bed, opposite. Scale up the 
size of each panel for a larger bed. 
When you weave your own panels, 
you have total artistic control over 
the pattern and size of the weave. 
For instant gratification, shop for 
prewoven caning material. To 
complete the look, we added a 
floating shelf above the headboard 
and outfitted it with plants, above.
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TEXTURIZE A WALL Cane 

webbing comes in all kinds of 

weaves and designs with round 

or square openings up to an inch 

across. Choose a few of your 

favorite designs to put on display 

in a paneled wall treatment, left. 

We used 1×4 boards to create 

a grid pattern on a wall. Cut 

¼-inch-thick sheet stock, such 

as plywood, to fit inside the 

rectangles (ours are 15×16 inches). 

Paint the sheet stock to match 

the wall (or, for drama, paint a 

contrasting hue). Using scissors or 

a straightedge and a carpet knife, 

cut the caning material to the size 

of each rectangle. Use contact 

cement to adhere caning to the 

wood panel. Insert each in the grid 

(A) in the desired location. We used 

both open and closed webbing to 

create a visual ode to the beauty of 

woven natural materials. 

A

DO IT 
BETTER

IF YOUR CANE-COVERED 

PANELS DON’T FIT SNUGLY IN 

THEIR ASSIGNED OPENING, 

USE 3M COMMAND HANGING 

STRIPS TO SECURE THE 

PANELS. THEY ALLOW YOU TO 

CHANGE UP THE PLACEMENT 

WITHOUT MARRING  

THE WALL.



ROCK STARS Use leftover caning scraps and strands to 

wrap rocks, this photoÑa perfect project to do with young 

DIYers. Hot-glue ends on the back of the rock and glue on 

a circle of felt to cover. 

A CIRCLE OF FELT 
GLUED TO THE 

BACK OF THE ROCK 
PROTECTS THE 

SURFACE WHERE THE 
ROCK SITS. 



GLASS MENAGERIE Vintage and 
modern glass bottles of all shapes 
and sizes are united as a collection 
when wrapped with lengths of cane 
webbing and strands, this photo. 
Utilize leftovers from larger projects 
to wrap a variety of bottles with 
natural texture. 

CREATE A SLEEVE 
BY GLUING CANING 
MATERIAL TO ITSELF  

ON THE BACK OF  
THE BOTTLE
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TIC-TAC-TOE Everyone wins with this display of cane material scraps displayed as art, 

below. To create a similar installation, cut Baltic birch into 12-inch squares and sand. 

Tape the edges and spray-paint (or brush on primer and latex paint) the front of the 

board in your desired background color. Let dry, then remove tape. Spray-paint steel 

spacers to match washers and screws (ours are gold tone). Cut .093-inch plexiglass to 

12-inch squares and drill a hole in each corner about ½ inch from the edges. Lay the 

plexiglass squares over the wood squares and mark the hole locations on the wood 

(A). Drill a pilot hole at each location. Secure art to wood with E6000 or a similar glue 

at the corners (the material will have some movement; don’t expect it to lay flat). Set 

a spacer on the wood at each hole, lay the plexiglass over the spacers, set finishing 

washers on the plexiglass holes, and feed a screw through the plexiglass, spacer, and 

into the pilot hole, and tighten. Attach a sawtooth picture hanger centered on the back 

of the wood square at least ½ inch from the top edge; hang. 

A

KEEP YOUR CANE 
DESIGNS 11 INCHES 

SQUARE OR SMALLER 
TO LEAVE ROOM FOR 
THE HARDWARE. USE 

VARIOUS CANING 
REMNANTS, LEATHER 

SCRAPS, WOOD 
BEADS, EMBROIDERY 

FLOSS, AND MORE 
TO CREATE YOUR 

DESIGNS.
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MATERIALS

• Poplar lumber (see cut list, page 62)
• Chop saw or miter saw
• Sanding block
• Wood glue
• Clamps
• Drill/driver
• Wood screws
• Carpenter square
• Jigsaw
• Wood filler
• Paintbrush
• Primer
• Paint (We used Peppercorn  

SW 7674 by Sherwin-Williams.) 
• Caning material
• Scissors or straightedge and utility knife
• Stapler and staples
• Pin nailer
• Upholstery rubber strapping

Step 1 Cut and sand all boards on cut list.

Step 2 Build the main love seat structure. Glue and 
screw the 51-inch seat boards so they overlap 
the 30½-inch seat boards to create a rectangle 
for the seat. Glue and screw the 30½-inch center 
board centered and vertically oriented along the 
51-inch boards, flush with the bottom edge of the 
seat build. For each side, glue and screw two leg 
boards to each end of the underside of one cap 
board. Glue and screw two boards and two dowels 
to create the square tube that is each mid-support 
structure (see illustration, page 62). Once dry, glue 
and screw each mid-support structure 10½ inches 
from the bottom of the legs on each side unit. To 
build the back, glue and screw two of the 14½-inch 
boards perpendicular to and inside the two 51-inch 
boards to create a rectangle. Center the third  

LOVE SEAT

MAKE IT

A

14½-inch board between the 51-inch boards, then 
glue and screw it in place. Line up the mid-supports 
of the side units with the short ends of the seat and 
screw them together. Set the back unit on the seat, 
and screw the back to the seat and to the sides.

Step 3 Build the frames for the caning. Glue  
and screw the side frame boards so that the  
1415/16-inch boards overlap the 283/4-inch boards  
to create a rectangular frame. Repeat for the second 
side frame. Glue and screw the back frame boards 
so the 14¼-inch boards overlap the 229/16-inch 
boards to create a rectangular frame. Repeat for  
the second back frame. 

Step 4 For seat frame, find center on each of the 
49¼-inch seat frame long boards and, using a 
pencil and square, mark a notch that is 13/16 inch 
wide and 1½ inches deep. Use a jigsaw to cut out 
this notch. Glue and screw two 285/8-inch boards 
so they sit inside the 49¼-inch notched boards to 
create a rectangular seat frame. Glue and screw the 
four additional 285/8-inch boards equally spaced 
along the seat frame as additional supports. 

Step 5 Fill any screw holes with filler. Once dry,  
sand, prime, and paint the structure, frames,  
and cut boards and let dry.

Step 6 Cover frames with caning material. Cut 
material about 6 inches longer and 6 inches wider 
than each frame using scissors or a straightedge 
and utility knife. Working from the center out, staple 
the caning material around the outside of frames so 
the staples will be hidden when they are inserted in 
the openings on the love seat. Trim excess material. 
Once caning is secured on frames, insert each 
frame into its matching opening in the love seat 
with caning facing the inside of the love seat.  
Pin nail each frame in place, keeping them flush 
with the inside edges. Each caned frame will be 
inset from the outside edges of the love seat and 
allow you to add 1×1 dowel trim pieces to cover any 
cut caning edges that might show (A). TIP: Measure 
and cut trim pieces after everything is nailed in place 
to get the best fit. Pin nail to secure the trim boards.

Step 7 Cover seat frame with rubber straps—keeping 
notches on bottom of frame. Cut nine lengths of 
rubber strapping, each 36 inches long. Center one 
of the lengths over the center of the seat frame 
(above the notches), and staple it to the outside 
edge of one of the long sides. Stretch the strap 
across the frame, pulling as taut as possible, then 
staple to opposite outside edge of frame. Evenly 
space four straps on either side of the center strap, 
and attach the same way. Insert the seat frame into 
the love seat so the center support board fits into 
the notches on the long sides of the seat frame; 
screw in place. 



HAVE A SEAT After you build the 
love seat, raise its comfort quotient 
by sewing a cushion. Cut 3-inch-
thick upholstery foam to 49×30¾ 
inches. Sew a simple cover with 
your desired fabric, leaving an 
opening to feed the foam inside. 
Whipstitch the opening closed. 
Add throw pillows for support, 
comfort, and style.

DO IT 
BETTER

SOAK THE CANING MATERIAL IN 

WATER AND STAPLE IN PLACE 

WHILE WET. IT WILL SHRINK AS 

IT DRIES FOR A TIGHT FIT. WHEN 

STAPLING, WORK FROM THE 

CENTER OUT AND ALTERNATE 

SIDES. BE SURE THE MATERIAL IS 

STRAIGHT BEFORE YOU STAPLE  —

YOU WILL BE TUGGING  

TO KEEP IT TAUT. 

FOR RESOURCES 

SEE PAGE 102.
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CUT LIST

# 

2 

3 

1 

4 

2 

4 

4 

2 

3 

4 

4 

4 

4 

2 

6 

16

PART

SEAT 

SEAT 

CENTER BOARD IN SEAT BUILD 

SIDES—LEGS 

SIDES—CAPS 

SIDES—MID-SUPPORT  

SIDES—MID-SUPPORT FILLERS 

BACK 

BACK 

SIDE FRAMES FOR CANING MATERIAL 

SIDE FRAMES FOR CANING MATERIAL  

BACK FRAMES FOR CANING MATERIAL 

BACK FRAMES FOR CANING MATERIAL 

SEAT FRAME FOR STRAPPING 

SEAT FRAME FOR STRAPPING 

TRIM PIECES

LENGTH IN INCHES 

51 

30½ 

30½ 

29¼ 

32 

30½ 

51 

14½ 

30½ 

1415/16 

28¾ 

14¼ 

229/16 

49¼ 

285/8 

TBD  

AFTER ASSEMBLY

KEY

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

G 

H 

I 

J 

K 

L 

M 

N 

O 

P 

CUT FROM 

1×4 

1×4 

1×2 

1×3 

1×3 

1×4 

1×3 

1×3 

1×1 DOWEL 

1×2 

1×2 

1×2 

1×2 

1×3 

1×3 

1×1 DOWEL

A

D

G

B
E

H

C

F

I

J

M

P

K

N

L

O
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MATERIALS

• Poplar boards and MDF or plywood (see cut list, below)
• Chop saw or miter saw
• Sanding block
• Wood glue
• Clamps
• Pin nailer
• Circular saw or table saw
• Wood filler
• Paintbrush
• Primer
• Paint (We used Peppercorn SW 7674 by Sherwin-Williams.) 
• Caning material
• Stapler and staples

Step 1 Cut and sand all boards on cut list. Glue, clamp,  
and pin nail two short mitered boards to two long mitered 
boards to create a rectangular frame. Repeat to make four 
rectangular frames. Let dry.

Step 2 Orienting frame so one short end is at the top, glue, 
clamp, and pin nail a top support board in one top corner. 
Glue, clamp, and pin nail the other top support board at 
the other top corner of the frame. Glue, clamp, and pin  
nail another frame to the opposite ends of the 16½-inch 
top support boards, creating two frames attached at their 
top corners by the support boards. Let dry.

Step 3 Glue, clamp, and pin nail the bottom support board 
centered along the frames’ bottom edges (A). Let dry. Glue, 
clamp, and pin nail the tabletop, centered on the base.

Step 4 Fill holes and sand when dry. Prime and paint the 
table and the two remaining frames. If desired for added 
durability, apply a top coat of polycrylic.

Step 5 When paint is dry, cut caning material slightly smaller 
than frames’ outer measurements. Staple caning material 
to the frame. Line up the caned frame with one attached to 
the tabletop, sandwiching the caning material between the 
frames. When lined up, pin nail the two frames together 
(B). Repeat for other pair of frames. 

SIDE TABLE

MAKE IT

A B

CUT LIST-

#

8 
8 
2 
1 
1

PART

4 FRAMES, LONG SIDES 
4 FRAMES, SHORT SIDES 
TOP SUPPORTS 
BOTTOM SUPPORT 
TABLETOP 
 

LENGTH (IN INCHES)

22, MITER ENDS  
19¾, MITER ENDS 
16½ 
16½ 
20×20 SQUARE

CUT FROM

1×2  
1×2 
2×2 DOWEL 
1×2 
MDF OR PLYWOOD  
(REQUIRES EDGE BANDING)

SIDE SHOW A touch of caning never looked so good on this 
pretty little side table, left. We kept it simple, building a frame 
and stapling the caning material onto the frame once built.
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CURB
Crank up your home’s appeal with 

these easy projects that  
won’t break the bank.

WORDS NICOLE SHAPIRO  PHOTOGRAPHS JASON DONNELLY 

FIELD EDITOR JESSICA BRINKERT HOLTAM

enthusiasm



BEFORE

HOMEOWNER AND BLOGGER 

RACHEL PEREIRA KNOWS A 

THING OR TWO ABOUT HOME 

IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS. 
 Growing up in a big family, money was tight, so 

her parents tackled most house projects themselves, 

and she and her fi ve siblings often watched and 

learned. “Budget constraints became a great 

motivator when we wanted something new or 

diff erent—we had to fi gure out how to do or make it 

ourselves,” Rachel says. 

 Now this mom of four takes on home renovation 

and decorating projects herself, many of which she 

details on her blog, Shades of Blue Interiors. Here 

she shares a few of the jobs she tackled to enhance 

the curb appeal of the 1960s brick ranch she and her 

husband, Bruno, purchased six years ago in Missouri. 

TOP COAT Perk up a 

dated brick facade with 

a few coats of paint. 

Homeowner Rachel 

Pereira power-washed 

her house and let it 

dry for 24 hours, then 

applied two coats of 

paint (she used Behr 

Masonry, Stucco & 

Brick Paint), allowing 

it to dry a full 24 hours 

between coats.

DO IT
BETTER

FIND STEP-BY-STEP 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THESE 

PROJECTS AND MORE ON 

RACHEL’S BLOG, SHADES OF 

BLUE INTERIORS.
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ENHANCED ENTRY Make a bold statement with a freshly painted 
front door. Start this project early in the day to allow sufficient 
drying time between coats. Rachel recommends using the 
highest-quality paint possible, despite the higher price tag: Better 
paint goes on more smoothly, is less likely to show brushstrokes, 
and has a higher pigment concentration so the color won’t fade 
as quickly as cheaper paint.

If your door has a 
varnish or a glossy 

finish, treating it with 
a deglosser first will 
help the new paint 

adhere better.



HOMEMADE SHUTTERS 

Customized shutters add 
a personal touch, and 
building them is easier—
and more affordable—
than you might think. 
For less than $100 
per pair (including 
hardware!), Rachel built 
these Craftsman-style 
shutters to replace the 
board-and-batten ones 
that came with  
the house. 
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WORTHY WINDOW 

BOXES Add cheerful 
hues to the front of the 
house with window 
boxes filled with vibrant 
plants and flowers. 
Rachel built these 
boxes from cedar 
and stained them to 
match her homemade 
house number box and 
porch columns. The 
long boxes make small 
windows look bigger. 

USE WOOD CLEATS 
AS SPACERS TO KEEP 
THE WINDOW BOXES 

FROM SITTING 
DIRECTLY AGAINST 

THE HOUSE AND 
PREVENT RUNOFF 
FROM STAINING  

THE WALL.



CONCRETE SOLUTION Top a plain concrete porch with 

eye-catching tile. Rachel continued the brick theme from the 

walkway, adding brick-style porcelain tiles in a herringbone 

pattern. Be sure to choose tile that’s appropriate for use 

outside, as well as flexible mortar and grout, which allow for 

expansion and contraction in fluctuating outdoor temperatures.

GOT YOUR NUMBER Put house numbers on display with 

a simple box that doubles as a planter. Stain the wood to 

match other visible wood accents, and use numbers that 

coordinate with door hardware, lighting fixtures, or other 

front porch elements for a put-together look. 

DO IT
BETTER

RACHEL ADVISES APPLYING 

OUTDOOR STAIN TO 

ALL WOOD POST PARTS, 

INCLUDING THE UNSEEN 

INSIDES OF THE WINDOW 

BOXES AND BASE  

UNITS, TO PREVENT  

WATER DAMAGE. 

USE A ROLLER WITH 
A 1-INCH NAP TO 

QUICKLY COVER THE 
BRICKS’ NOOKS AND 

CRANNIES WITH PAINT. 



BEFORE

WALK THIS WAY Replace a 
cracked, broken, or uneven 

front walk for a fresh, 
tidy look. For this path 

leading to the low-profi le 
front porch, Rachel wanted 

the look of real bricks but 
not the height of the thick 

blocks. She chose concrete 
retaining wall stones that are 
thinner than bricks but look 

like the real things. 

DO IT
BETTER

REPLACE TALL SHRUBS WITH 

GROUNDCOVER PLANTS AND 

LOW PERENNIALS THAT WON’T 

HIDE YOUR HOME’S EXTERIOR. 

TO MAKE BUSHES EASIER TO 

REMOVE, SOAK THE ROOTS WELL 

BEFORE DIGGING. IF POSSIBLE, 

PULL THEM OUT WITH THE 

HELP OF A TRUCK OR 

TRACTOR. 

FOR RESOURCES 

SEE PAGE 102.
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From hobby to career, 
Chicago-based designer 

Meg Piercy breathes 
new life into old relics 
with simple techniques 

you’ll want to try. 
PROJECTS MEG PIERCY  PHOTOGRAPHS NICOLAS GOURGUECHON  

STYLING JODI HARRIS  WORDS PAMELA PORTER

bett er
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ON THE BRIGHT SIDE Lacquered shine, opposite and above, gives 

dated mahogany veneer a chic, modern vibe. Look for secondhand 

pieces with traditional lines and subtle elements like this banded trim, 

which can transition into a variety of contemporary styles.

BEFORE

TIMELESS LINES AND 
HARDWARE ON THIS 

VINTAGE MAHOGANY-
VENEER DRESSER 

HELP IT TRANSITION 
NICELY INTO ANY 

STYLE ONCE PAINTED. 
POLISH KNOBS AND 
PULLS OR LEAVE THE 
TARNISH AS DESIRED.

MATERIALS

• Dresser

• Drop cloth

• Sandpaper: 120-grit and 400-grit

• Tack cloth

• Cleaner and degreaser (We used Simple Green 

Industrial.)

• Scouring pad

• Painters tape

• Kraft paper

• Wood fi ller

• Chalk-fi nish paint (We used Jolie Paint Gesso 

White in matte.)

• Disposable paint roller or horsehair paintbrush

• Spray clear lacquer (We used Amy Howard 

Bright Idea.)

• Metal polish (optional)

Step 1 Working in a well-ventilated room and 

on a protected work surface, remove drawers 

from dresser and hardware from drawers. 

Using medium-grit paper, sand all surfaces to 

be painted to improve adhesion. Wipe with a 

tack cloth. 

Step 2 Clean dresser inside and out using a 

degreaser and scouring pad. Mask drawer 

glides and inside drawers using painters tape 

and kraft paper. 

Step 3 Fill scratches and dents with wood fi ller 

and let dry. Use medium-grit sandpaper to 

sand areas smooth. 

Step 4 Apply chalk-fi nish paint, working quickly 

to avoid marks in the drying paint. Let dry. 

Step 5 For the smoothest fi nish, lightly sand 

with a fi ne-grit paper, taking care not to 

remove paint. Wipe with a tack cloth, and apply 

another coat of paint. Let dry. Repeat until you 

achieve the desired color and coverage. Let dry 

24 hours.

Step 6 Using a sweeping motion in all 

directions, apply several light coats of spray 

lacquer, letting dry between coats.

Step 7 If desired, clean hardware and reinstall. 

Remove masking and replace drawers. 

HIGH-GLOSS FINISH

MAKE IT
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A

THE GRAIN ATTRACTION Open 

wood grain such as quartersawn oak 

is the key to this cerusing technique, 

left, which accentuates the grain 

by fi lling it with a contrasting color. 

Follow steps 1 and 2 on page 73. 

Gather your materials (A). Use a fi nish 

stripper to remove existing stain and 

then a palm sander with 200- to 300-

grit paper. Moving with the grain, run 

a stainless-steel stripping brush along 

the surfaces fi rmly but gently to open 

the grain but not scratch it. Use a tack 

cloth or compressed air to remove all 

residue. Apply a light coat of gel stain 

(we used General Finishes Wood Stain 

in black), and let dry. Spray a thin coat 

of clear lacquer to create a barrier 

between the base coat and fi ll color, 

and let dry. Use a horsehair brush 

to apply fi ll (we used Amy Howard 

Vintage Wood Cerusing Wax) into 

the grain and a clean cotton rag to 

immediately wipe off  excess (B). Let 

dry, then buff  with a soft cotton cloth 

or 0000-grade steel wool. Finish with 

a clear wax, let dry, and buff . If your fi ll 

product is not a wax, such as a glaze, 

fi nish with a clear lacquer. Paint knobs 

and replace.

BBEFORE

LOOK FOR VERSATILE 
PIECES THAT CAN 
CHANGE AS YOUR 
NEEDS DO. THIS 

TABLE COULD SERVE 
AS A DESK, AS A 

KITCHEN ISLAND 
RAISED ON CASTERS, 

OR EVEN AS A COFFEE 
TABLE IF CUT DOWN 

IN HEIGHT.



DIFFERENT STROKES 

With the cerusing 

technique, think beyond 

black and white, this 

photo, and play with 

color combinations to 

create a one-of-a-kind 

piece. For instance, use 

paint as the base color 

and fill the grain with a 

colorful glaze instead 

of white wax. Another 

take is to apply fill color 

to just a portion of the 

piece (such as the top) 

and leave remaining 

wood grain unfilled.

TEST YOUR 
COLORS AND 

PRODUCTS ON 
THE BACK OF THE 

PIECE TO MAKE 
SURE YOU’RE 

HAPPY WITH THE 
RESULT BEFORE 
TREATING THE 
ENTIRE UNIT.



INSTANT AGE When 

applied in all the right 

places, brown glaze 

mimics decades of wear 

on a newly painted 

dresser, this photo. For 

this technique, look 

for vintage pieces with 

architectural details 

such as columns, 

scrollwork, and grooved 

edging the glaze can 

catch and emphasize.
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GLAZED OVER To achieve an antiqued fi nish that looks 

authentic, follow steps 1–5 on page 73 to prep and paint 

your piece. Dip a horsehair brush into brown stain or glaze 

(we used Amy Howard English Walnut Gel Stain) and dab 

on a paper towel to remove excess. Working quickly and in 

manageable sections, brush on surface then wipe off  using 

a lint-free cotton cloth, left. Wearing rubber gloves will keep 

coloring off  your skin. Use a soft dry brush to feather in 

coloring. Repeat to apply a second, thicker coat of stain to 

the decorative details, edging, and around hardware, above, 

where natural wear would occur. Feather in, then let dry. 

Seal by spraying with a clear, low-sheen lacquer (we used 

Amy Howard Bright Idea Clear Lacquer) and let dry. Replace 

hardware and drawers. 

UNLIKE GLOSS FINISHES 
WHERE YOU WANT 
A SUPER-SMOOTH 

SURFACE, LEAVE 
SCRATCHES AND DENTS 
WHEN ANTIQUING TO 

MAKE THE FINISH LOOK 
MORE AUTHENTIC. 

FOR RESOURCES SEE PAGE 102.

BEFORE

DO IT 
BETTER

WHEN USING SPRAY PAINTS 

AND FINISH LACQUERS, 

INVEST IN SPRING-LOADED 

POLES AND PLASTIC 

SHEETING TO CREATE 

A SPRAY BOOTH IN A 

VENTILATED GARAGE OR 

WORK SPACE. 
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“WHEN THRIFTING, GO OFTEN AND BE PICKY. 
CHOOSE PIECES WITH GOOD BONES. YOU 
CAN CHANGE COLOR AND HARDWARE BUT 

NOT THE STRUCTURAL INTEGRITY OF A PIECE.” 
DESIGNER MEG PIERCY



THESE INDUSTRIAL 
FILE CABINETS WERE A 
NO-PAINT MAKEOVER. 

MEG RAISED THE 
FILES USING LARGE 

CASTERS AND ADDED A 
BUTCHER-BLOCK TOP 
THAT OVERHANGS A 
FOOT ON ONE SIDE. 

BEHIND THE SCENES When Meg 

Piercy, above, applied that fi rst coat 

of paint to a dresser for her son’s 

nursery, little did she know her 

creative endeavors would grow into 

a booming full-time business. Eight 

years and three kids later, she has sold 

thousands of restyled furniture pieces 

nationwide through her Chicago-

based shop, MegMade, left. MegMade 

off ers a variety of interior design 

services and inventories hundreds 

of vintage pieces awaiting her magic 

touch. “These old furnishings still have 

stories to tell. A new look brings them 

back to life,” Meg says. MegMade also 

off ers custom upholstery, customized 

pillows and lamps, and MegMade 

University—a series of classes off ering 

the latest DIY techniques. And, 

drumroll please, Meg will soon be 

hosting her own HGTV series! 

  Buy a picture frame or a small side table 

to experiment with before attacking 

Grandma’s beloved dresser.

   For a fi nish free of brushstrokes, add 

water to your paint in a 1:10 ratio and put 

it in a thrift store blender on low to break 

up chalk buildup but avoid air bubbles.

    If your paint thickens between coats, 

add a little more water. If it becomes too 

thin, expose it to air and it will thicken.

   Wait for each coat to thoroughly dry 

before fi xing any mistakes. 

  Light color paint will require more coats 

than darker paint, especially over dark 

wood where tannins can seep through. 

CHALK ABOUT IT
Meg Piercy prefers chalk-finish 

paint because it adheres to furniture 
beautifully without using a primer or 
stripping the finish. Here’s how to get 

professional-looking results.



LIKE A

HEART OF THE HOME 

The former kitchen 
had a built-in hutch 
and crescent-shape 
bar in this spot, this 

photo. They were 
structurally sound but 

useless in such a small 
space, says designer 

(and homeowner) Beth 
Barden. After she evicted 
the interloping hutch and 

bar, the space opened 
up for a banquette (with 
storage underneath) and 
sculptural tulip table that 

fits the whole family. 

pro



BHG.COM/DIYMAGAZINE DO IT  YOURSELF 
 
Fall 2020 81

Ever wonder how 
the pros decorate 
for themselves? 
This Charlotte 
designer pulls back 
the curtain on her 
own home’s bright 
ideas for putting a 
professional polish 
on every room.
WORDS SARAH WOLF HALVERSON

PHOTOGRAPHS ADAM ALBRIGHT 

FIELD EDITOR ANDREA CAUGHEY   

WHAT MANY SUSPECT ABOUT INTERIOR DESIGNERS TURNS 
OUT TO BE TRUE FOR NORTH CAROLINA DESIGNER BETH 
BARDEN. “I CAN’T BE IN ANY SPACE TOO LONG WITHOUT 
WANTING TO CHANGE IT UP,” SHE CONFESSES.
That includes the darling bungalow she 

shares with husband Taylor and three 

children, Sullivan (10), Oliver (13), and 

Harper (7), left, which has taken almost  

12 years to finally finish. “This is version  

20 of every room,” Beth says. “I tried every 

idea I liked on Pinterest (some were cringe-

worthy), but it was a really good way to test 

out what I appreciate style-wise versus what 

my actual style is.”

 Our favorite takeaway from her years of 

testing is about taking risks. If you’ve got a 

bright—but out-there—idea, give it a shot! 

It may bomb, but it might set off sparks 

instead. In Beth’s house, most of the eye-

catching artwork hails from her own brushes 

“and I have zero painting talent!” she says. “I 

was overconfident and just sat down and did 

them. And they turned out, so it looks like I 

can paint!” Same with the soft blue scheme 

in the master bedroom. For neutral-leaning 

Beth, it was a departure, but she’s found the 

blue to be soothing, serene, and, in the end, 

nearly neutral. “It’s the only wall color that’s 

stayed the same since we moved in, and I 

painted everything,” she says.

 Professional designers try new things 

all the time—with the hopes of it being a 

stunning success. Isn’t that a great lesson for 

the rest of us to stretch our wings?

ALL-AMERICAN EXTERIOR The Bardens’ house vies for the title of cheeriest house on 
the block, above, with an effervescent color scheme of pale blue-gray, clean white, 
navy blue, and a pop of cherry red on the door (it’s Modern Masters Front Door Paint 
in Ambitious). It was an out-there choice for Beth, as “I’m not a big red fan,” she says, 
“but it goes so perfectly with the house.” 
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WAITING GAME “I hemmed and hawed over the kitchen for a very 
long time—changes felt so costly and permanent,” Beth says of the 
renovation, above. “I am so glad I waited because I’m sure I would’ve 
gone with all white if I had redone it even a few years earlier. This way, 
I came around to the neutral putty color on the cabinets and the white 
herringbone backsplash, and the way it all came together, it translates 
my style really well.” 

DO IT 
BETTER

TAKE THE BUSYNESS 

OUT OF A HERRINGBONE 

PATTERN. WHITE GROUT 

WITH WHITE TILE IS 

UNDERSTATED, SUBTLE, 

AND EASY TO LIVE  

WITH AND LOVE FOR  

A LONG TIME. 



A MERRY MIX Mismatched 
seating clusters around the 
dining table, an example 
of Beth biding her time to 
find the right pieces to suit 
a space, this photo. The 
window wall hosts a built-in 
cushioned bench, which 
is shallower than another 
pair of chairs so the table 
can scoot closer to the wall 
and create a walkway to 
the kitchen. The gleaming 
corner shelf is a $20 
Goodwill score that Beth 
refreshed with spray paint.
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OFF THE WALL Just inside the back door, the mudroom, below, catches 
kids’ coats and backpacks on a wall lined with whitewashed wood 
planks—a stylish treatment that took about a weekend to measure, cut, 
and install. With the painting, “I had seen something similar online that I 
loved, but I couldn’t spend money on it,” Beth says. Instead, she painted 
this version herself, then mounted the canvas on wood dowels to hang. 

CALLING 

ON AN 

EXPERT
Here are a few golden 

nuggets from designer 

Beth Barden that 

will give every room 

the designer touch.

LIVE IN A HOUSE FOR A 

WHILE. Before embarking on 
an overhaul, spend several 
months in it first. “You need 
time to see how you’re going 
to use the house,” Beth says. 
“That’s how I came up with 
the breakfast nook and the 
banquette, just seeing how we 
lived and what we needed.”

PERSONALIZE EACH ROOM. 
It’s the handmade and 
heirloom touches that elevate 
decor from dull to designer. 
That can mean family or 
vintage pieces you have 
adopted or Pinterest projects 
you do yourself.

GREENERY GOES WITH 

EVERYTHING. Just as Mother 
Nature pairs leafy green with 
every color of the rainbow, 
so can plants and flowers 
energize a house and add 
another layer of life. “I like 
something green in every 
room,” Beth says, whether that 
means potted succulents (real 
or faux), large leaves jutting 
from vases, or a painting of a 
fiddle-leaf fig. 

LADLE ON THE LAYERS.  
“Designers add that extra layer 
of interest, and I like to do it 
with texture rather than color,” 
Beth says. She’ll top wall-
to-wall carpet with a shaggy 
rug, dress a window already 
wearing bamboo blinds with a 
bold-pattern fabric panel, and 
pile pillow after pillow onto a 
banquette or sofa. 

DO IT 
BETTER

WANT AN EASY DIY PROJECT? 

THIS LITTLE BENCH WITH THE 

HAIRPIN LEGS IS HOMEMADE! 

HOMEOWNER TAYLOR 

BARDEN ASSEMBLED IT 

FROM A SCRAP OF SALVAGED 

BARNWOOD AND METAL LEGS 

BOUGHT ON ETSY.



COOL CONTRAST The living room fireplace 
combines a bright white mantel with glossy black 
tile and a shapely brass screen, this photo. Beth 
sneaked extra storage—vital in a modest-size 
house with three kids—into two Target ottomans. 
The lids lift up to reveal shallow compartments, 
and they serve as seating when needed.



BIG IMPACT A sectional provides scads of seating 
without the choppiness of several smaller 
chairs or sofas—it’s the ideal seating solution 
for a long, narrow living room, this photo. 
Beth expertly mixes whites with darks (blacks, 
browns, and blues) for sharp contrast and high 
impact, while sparks of brass and wood in 
various shades add warmth.
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BETH PRINTED 
FAMILY PHOTOS IN 

BLACK AND WHITE IN 
A MIX OF PORTRAIT 

AND LANDSCAPE 
ORIENTATIONS, 
SLIPPED THEM 

INTO SAME-SIZE 
FRAMES, AND HUNG 

WITH COMMAND 
STRIPS FOR AN EASY 

GALLERY WALL.
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DISTANT 
VALLEY 
5002-3A  

VALSPAR PAINT  

VALSPAR.COM
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GOT THE BLUES Light 
aqua walls in the master 
bedroom, opposite, are 
a departure for Beth, but 
the color has grown on 
her. “It’s really soothing 
and serene,” she says, 
“and it functions as a 
neutral to me. It’s a great 
color in a bedroom!” 
Because the space is 
small, she set the king-
size bed in front of the 
window and kept accents 
and bedding light and 
bright. The paintings 
over the nightstand are 
more Beth originals; she 
whipped them up with 
inexpensive canvases, 
paint, and a stencil 
dauber from the  
crafts store. 

DO IT 
BETTER

HAVE AN IDEA FOR A 

STENCIL BUT CAN’T FIND 

WHAT YOU WANT? MAKE 

YOUR OWN! BETH CUT 

HER STENCIL OUT OF 

CARDBOARD AND APPLIED 

IT TO THE DOORWAY  

WITH NAVY PAINT. 

THIS WHITE LADDER-
STYLE SHELF—WHICH 
BETH BOUGHT AS A 

GIFT FOR TAYLOR—IS 
LOADED WITH HIS 

BOOKS TO FREE UP  
SPACE ON HIS 
NIGHTSTAND.
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GOLDEN GIRL Harper’s 
bedroom, above, was inspired 
by the abstract dotted fabric 
on the rocking chair. “I saw 
that fabric and loved it because 
it wasn’t too ‘kid’—it doesn’t 
look babyish,” Beth says. (She 
designed her kids’ rooms so 
they would grow with the 
children rather than looking 
dated in a few years.) The fabric 
sparked the navy upholstery on 
the daybed, the shaggy-topped 
stool, and the glamorous wall 
stenciling. Acrylic ledges on the 
wall “let the books be colorful 
art,” Beth says, “and it changes 
based on what books you put 
up for the day.”

TAYLOR AND BETH 
TAG-TEAMED THE 
GLEAMING GOLD 

WALL STENCILS. “I WAS 
GOING TO FREEHAND 

PLACEMENT,” SHE SAYS, 
“BUT MY HUSBAND 

IS TYPE A AND IT 
WAS GIVING HIM A 

HEART ATTACK, SO HE 
MEASURED IT SO IT’S 

MUCH MORE EXACT. IT 
WAS A TRUE LABOR  

OF LOVE.” 



FOR THE BOYS The Barden boys share 
this sun-drenched room, which doubles 
as sleeping space and a spot for TV and 
games. Shiplap siding on the walls was a 
gift for Beth from her brothers-in-law.  
A shag rug sets off the sofa-and-
television area, and a statement 
pendant—one of Beth’s fave ways for 
imparting pow to a room—brings in a 
beachy vibe. “It was a great way to add 
something interesting without it being 
colorful or patterned,” Beth says.

FOR RESOURCES 

SEE PAGE 102.



Imagine patio pavers off 
the ground into functional 

outdoor furniture heavy 
on style. 

PROJECTS SCOTT JOHNSON  

PHOTOGRAPHS BLAINE MOATS  

WORDS HEIDI PALKOVIC

BUILDING

WORTH THE WEIGHT Three sizes of 

concrete pavers are glued together in 

a zigzag shape to form a sturdy base 

for this garden bench. The seat is 

made from rough-cut cedar. 
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OUTDOOR BENCH

MAKE IT

C

A

B

DO IT 
BETTER

CONCRETE PAVERS MAKE THIS 

BENCH EXTREMELY HEAVY, 

SO IT’S BEST TO ASSEMBLE 

THE BENCH IN THE SPOT 

YOU PLAN TO USE IT. BEFORE 

ASSEMBLING, BE SURE THE 

SURFACE IS LEVEL 

AND STABLE.

BE SURE TO CHECK 
FOR SLIPPAGE 

WHERE PAVERS ARE 
GLUED TOGETHER. IF 

SHIFTING OCCURS, 
REALIGN THE PAVERS 

BEFORE THE GLUE 
HAS SET.

PAVERS ARE HEAVY, 
WHICH MAKES THEM 
PRONE TO MOVING 

AS THE ADHESIVE 
DRIES. ALWAYS BRACE 

YOUR PROJECTS 
WHILE THEY ARE 

DRYING AND CHECK 
OFTEN FOR SLIPPAGE.

MATERIALS

• Two 16×16-inch concrete pavers

• Two 8×16-inch concrete pavers

• Landscape-block adhesive

• Caulking gun

• Two 4×16-inch concrete pavers

• Bricks

• Chop saw

• 2×8 rough-cut cedar

• 1×3 cedar, cut into one 9-inch and two 12-inch lengths

• Drill/driver

• 11∕2-inch stainless-steel deck screws

Step 1 Glue a 16×16-inch paver and an 8×16-inch paver together (A) with 

block adhesive. Glue a 4×16-inch paver to the inside corner of the larger 

pavers (A). Prop the assembly with bricks and let set for at least two hours or 

until the pavers are held fi rmly in place.

Step 2 Assemble and glue a second set of pavers to the fi rst set (B). Prop with 

bricks and allow to set for another two hours.

Step 3 Cut cedar to two 4-foot lengths and lay boards side by side. Place a 

12-inch bracket 3 inches from each end of the boards and screw in place. 

Lay 9-inch bracket in the center of the bench, off setting the bracket 

3 inches from one long edge (C); attach with screws. Flip seat over and 

dry-fi t the seat on the base, making sure the pavers fi t between the brackets; 

adjust brackets if needed.

Step 4 Apply block adhesive to the top of the base. Lay bench, bracket side 

down, on top of pavers. Allow to cure for at least 24 hours before use. 
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PAVE THE WAY Make an entry 

statement with a pair of linear planter 

columns flanking a garden path.  

Stack large and small square pavers  

to give each column the appearance 

of a mix of light and dark gray finishes. 

Top each with a planter bowl filled 

with a lush arrangement of angelonia, 

calibrachoa, sweet potato vine,  

and foxtail fern.



MATERIALS

• Shovel

• Two bags of paver base  

(crushed limestone  with fines)

• Leveling sand

• Level

• Eight 16×16-inch concrete pavers

• Seven 12×12-inch concrete pavers

• Landscape-block adhesive

• Caulking gun

• Large planter bowl (Ours is about  

20 inches wide.)

Step 1 Prepare a level, stable surface for 

column. If not on concrete, dig down  

5 inches where base will sit. Fill the area with 

4 inches of paver base and tamp or stomp 

down the base until compact and level.  

Add 1 inch of leveling sand on top (A).

Step 2 Place a 16×16-inch paver on top of 

prepared base (B) and level by filling in with 

more sand or tamping down areas. 

Step 3 Adhere a 12×12-inch paver to the 

center of the first 16×16-inch paver using 

landscape-block adhesive. Continue by 

gluing alternating large and small blocks. 

Check for level both horizontally and 

vertically. Adjust positioning if needed  

before glue has set. 

Step 4 Continue stacking and gluing the 

remainder of the small and large pavers 

in the same manner until a total of eight 

large pavers have been stacked and glued 

together (C). Adjust pavers as necessary and 

let set for 24 hours before placing planter 

bowl on top of column.

PLANTER COLUMN

MAKE IT

B C

ENSURE THE STABILITY 
OF EACH COLUMN BY 
GLUING THE PAVERS 

TOGETHER WITH 
LANDSCAPE BLOCK 

ADHESIVE.

DO IT 
BETTER

TO MINIMIZE THE COLUMN’S 

FOOTPRINT ON A PATH, 

OVERLAP THE COLUMN ON THE 

ADJACENT LAWN. DIG OUT AN 

AREA OF SOD NEXT TO THE 

PATH AND FILL WITH PAVER 

BASE AND SAND, THEN LEVEL 

THE FIRST PAVER ON TOP  

OF THE PREPARED  

SURFACE. 

A
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STAIN MASTERS
Dress up basic patio block with exterior-

grade stain that withstands weather and 

complements your outdoor decor.

Unstained 
Keep it natural with 

the neutral gray 

of off -the-shelf 

concrete patio 

pavers.

Sunlit Copper
Whether light pink, 

crimson, or terra-cotta, 

reds are a popular choice 

for earth-tone color 

schemes.

Stylewood 
Perfect for cottage-

style spaces, blues 

pop against the more 

neutral tones of many 

outdoor spaces. 

Simply Cedar 
Warm golden hues 

make any outdoor space 

inviting and look great 

against contrasting 

brown or black.

WE FOUND THAT DECK STAIN, ABOVE, WORKED JUST 
AS WELL AS CONCRETE STAIN FOR COLORING PAVERS 
AND OFFERED MORE COLOR VARIETY. VALSPAR ONE-

COAT SEMI-TRANSPARENT STAIN AND SEALER COMES IN 
MORE THAN 100 COLORS AND IS RAIN-READY IN 

FOUR HOURS. VALSPARPAINT.COM 

1 2 43

SIDE HUSTLE Just fi ve patio 

pavers are all you need to 

construct this simple side table 

that is as functional as it is 

aesthetic, opposite. To make the 

base, glue four 8×16-inch patio 

blocks to a 16-inch-long cedar 

2×2 in a pinwheel arrangement 

using landscape-block adhesive, 

with the 2×2 as a spacer in the 

center (A). Allow the glue to set 

for two hours. Run lines of glue 

along the top of the base, then 

place a 16×16-inch paver on top 

and let set again for at least two 

hours. For a colored table, stain 

the blocks and allow them to dry 

completely before assembly.

A

FOR RESOURCES 

SEE PAGE 102.



+
WHEN APPLYING STAIN TO 

CONCRETE, USE A FOAM BRUSH. 

DEPENDING ON THE NUMBER 

OF COATS YOU APPLY, YOU CAN 

ACHIEVE ANYTHING FROM A LIGHT 

WASH TO DEEP SATURATION.



BEFORE

BOHO 
SLEEK
Dark and domineering give way to 
a light and easy vibe enhanced by 
minor structural changes.
WORDS WENDY GRAY  PHOTOGRAPHS SETH SMOOT  

STYLING RYAN REINECK  FIELD EDITOR KAREN REINECKE
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KYLE AND JENNIFER FINLEY’S MASTER 

BEDROOM WAS OPPRESSIVE, NOT 

REFRESHING, SO THE TWO PUT THEIR 

HEADS TOGETHER AND THEIR HANDS 

TO WORK ON A REMODEL OF THEIR 

1960S RANCH HOME IN CARMICHAEL, 

CALIFORNIA. Building-industry professionals, the two 

were comfortable taking an active approach. Jennifer and 

Kyle did much of the work, but they turned to interior designers 

Leyla Jaworski and Ashlee Berry for advice on the fi nishes 

and furnishings.

 Stealing a bit of square footage from the nearby playroom, 

the Finleys added much-needed closet space. Before the 

renovation, they shared a single rod behind sliding mirrored 

doors. Now a barn-style door does the sliding, giving the 

bedroom a stylish update and opening to helpful built-ins and 

more space for their clothes.

 Working from the ground up, the designers started the 

shift to a brighter palette with a cheery rug that serves as a 

basis for the rest of the room’s color scheme. 

 “The new light fi xture we installed is made up of super-

delicate shells,” Jennifer says. “It lets light bounce around the 

room. There was a very big, very basic ceiling fan there before. 

Little elements like that helped us turn the space from cave-like 

to spa-like.”

FOR RESOURCES SEE PAGE 102.

MASTER PLAN Ditching the 

wood four-poster in favor of 

smart gray upholstery, the 

Finleys relocated their bed to 

the adjacent wall and installed 

French doors to the backyard 

where there was once just a 

window, opposite. A sliding 

barn-style door to the walk-in 

closet saves fl oor space, above.

The Finleys initially planned 

to add wainscoting to the 

wall behind the bed, but the 

designers convinced them to 

cover the entire wall in grid-style 

molding that incorporates a pair 

of horizontal windows into the 

design, left. “The wall behind the 

bed is like a giant headboard,” 

Jennifer says. “Trimming out that 

window was kind of awkward 

for us, so this approach helped, 

and we were able to integrate 

it squarely into the pattern.”

DO IT 
BETTER

THIS ROOM REALLY HAS LEGS. 

TO OPEN UP YOUR SPACE, 

LOOK FOR FURNITURE THAT 

IS ELEVATED OFF THE FLOOR. 

EVEN THE BENCH AT THE END 

OF THE BED HAS AN OPEN 

BOTTOM TO KEEP THE 

EYE MOVING.



IF YOUR BATHROOM 
IS SHORT ON SPACE, 

CONSIDER HOOKS 
INSTEAD OF TOWEL 
BARS. YOU’LL GET 

STRAIGHT-UP DRYING 
FUNCTIONALITY ON A 

SMALL WALL.  

BEFORE

HYDRATING A new spacious shower 

with two showerheads feels even 

larger thanks to its frameless glass 

enclosure, this photo. The Finleys 

were happy to sacrifi ce an unused 

makeup vanity to expand the shower. 

Classic white subway tile keeps the 

space timeless, and its aff ordability 

allowed the couple to splurge 

elsewhere in the bath.
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BRIGHTEN UP
Kyle and Jennifer Finley’s wooden four-poster with draperies overpowered 

their master bedroom. Dark colors, little natural light, and cramped 

closet and bath space compounded the need for an overhaul.

1

THE DOORS

The Finleys now 
can access their 

backyard from their 
master suite.

SACRIFICE

The kids gave up 
some play space 

for Mom and Dad’s 
closet space.

MAKEUP GAME

A vanity without a 
sink was without 

a purpose.

STORAGE WAR

With a 2-foot-deep 
closet, Kyle and 
Jennifer battled 

for space.

BLOCKADE

The bed didn’t sit right 
in the room, blocking 

the window and 
path to the closet.

HAVE A SEAT

The new shower 
is big enough for 
a bench and two 

showerheads.

4

2 5

6

3

BEFORE AFTER

1 2 3 4 5 6

LIKE A KITCHEN 
SPICE RACK, THIS 

VERTICAL PULLOUT 
ADDS FUNCTION TO 
A SLENDER SPACE.

TOP SHELF Topping 

the purchased vanity 

with a modern vessel 

sink meant the 

Finleys could install 

a working drawer 

underneath it for 

additional storage.



SHOPPING GUIDE

RESOURCES

Here’s where to find building materials, furnishings, and accessories shown in  

Do It Yourself ™ magazine. We cannot guarantee the availability of items or services.

TRY IT: ART DISPLAY

PAGES 6-11

Reclaimed-wood tables at sofa and 

bedside—Grego Designed; gregodesigned.

etsy.com. Portrait paintings in brown, gray, 

and blue frames on pulleys, portrait sketch 

of girl on vintage wood hanger—Jen Hutton; 

jenhutton05@yahoo.com; jenhuttonart.com. 

Cut-paper artwork on wood hangers: black 

bird with flowers “Invest,” person lying on 

ground “Gravity,” shoes “Congregate”—Nikki 

McClure; nikkimicclure.com. London map—

Positive Change Art; positivechangeart.etsy 

.com. Tree rings print—Just My Type Printshop; 

justmytypeprintshop.etsy.com. Black dog with 

heart—Design It Pretty; designitpretty.com. 

Living room display frames, bedroom pillows,  

lamp—Home Goods; homegoods.com. 

Vintage sepia prints, pulleys, wood pants 

hangers—eBay; ebay.com. Black-and-white 

waves photography in bedroom—Paula’s 

Gallery; paulazgallery.etsy.com. Living room 

rug and drapery, bedroom quilt and drapery—

World Market; worldmarket.com. White 

patterned pillow, white furry throw, bronze 

star sculpture on shelf—Target; target.com. 

Pipe and ends for pulley display; wood strips, 

chain, screw eyes, stain for waves frame; tile 

and magnets for magnet project—Home 

Depot; homedepot.com. Adhesive for projects 

3M Super 77—Blick; dickblick.com. Embroidery 

hoop and flowers—Jo-Ann Stores; joann.

com. Wood clothespins and ribbons for hoop 

project, white mattes for postcard project—

Michaels; michaels.com. Bronze towel bar, 

curtain clips—Menards; menards.com.

SEW EASY: DRAPERY PANELS

PAGES 16–18

Drapery fabric Mill Reef in Indigo by Madcap 

Cottage—Fabric.com; 888/455-2940; fabric 

.com. Blue pouf Anthony by Signature Design—

Ashley Furniture; ashleyfurniture.com. White 

throw—Home Goods; homegoods.com. 

WHAT TO DO WITH: WALLPAPER

PAGES 24–30

PAGE 24

Paper for artwork Bunny Toile from A Perfect 

World collection—York Wallcoverings; 

yorkwallcoverings.com. Shelves, rug—Porch 

Light; porchlightshop.com. Pendant light—

World Market; worldmarket.com. Bunny on 

shelf, two baskets—Eden; edeniowa.com. 

Throw, pillow—Target; target.com. Horses, 

toys, chair—homeowners’ collection. 

PAGE 25

Pillow—Target; target.com. Throw, 

candlesticks—Design Within Reach; dwr.com.  

Landscape artwork—Porch Light; 

porchlightshop.com. Large vase on mantel, 

wicker tray—West Elm; westelm.com. Plant 

basket, rug—World Market; worldmarket.com. 

Small pink vase—Anthropologie; anthropologie 

.com. Framed feather medallion artwork, 

sofa, coffee table, small house, plant stool—

homeowners’ collection. 

PAGE 26

Pillow—Home Goods; homegoods.com. 

Throw—West Elm; westelm.com. Birdhouses, 

table, dog, books, settee—homeowners’ 

collection.

PAGE 27

Stair wallpaper Indigo Mudcloth—Chasing 

Paper; chasingpaper.com. Side table and all 

items—homeowners’ collection 

PAGE 28

Wallpaper Piccadilly from the Albemarle 

collection in black and white—Cole & Son; 

cole-and-son.com. Shelves, items on top shelf, 

dishes on second shelf, white pitcher,  

tray and planter on third shelf, scale on fourth 

shelf, black basket on bottom shelf—Target; 

target.com. Pot on fourth shelf, wicker basket  

on bottom shelf—Home Goods; homegoods 

.com. Black pitcher on third shelf—Hallmark; 

hallmark.com. Pitcher on second shelf—

Anthropologie; anthropologie.com. Pendant—

Menard’s; menards.com. Metal planter—World 

Market; worldmarket.com. Rug—Porch Light; 

porchlightshop.com. Table, chair, feather art—

homeowners’ collection. 

PAGE 29 

Gray plaid for chevron wall Harris Plaid AB2048 

by Ashville House, grass cloth Jolla GR1066, 

black-and-gold geometric Escher Border 

BP8257BD, black floral Tea Rose by Magnolia 

Home ME1533, cloud Cloudburst DR6308 by 

Dwell Studio, cranes Winter Cranes DR6359 in 

gray by Dwell Studio, marbled Medici Marble 

DR6349 by Dwell Studio—York Wallcoverings; 

yorkwallcoverings.com. Mirror—Target; target 

.com. Coffee table—Wal-Mart; walmart.com.  

Planter—Home Goods; homegoods.com. 

Basket under coffee table—Pottery Barn; 

potterybarn.com. Brass balls—West Elm; 

westelm.com. Rug—Pier 1; pier1.com. Floor 

lamp, sofa, side table, tray and items—

homeowners’ collection. 

PAGE 30

Wallpaper Floral Study Dark by Holli Zollinger—

Spoonflower; spoonflower.com. Vintage items, 

napkins, basket on bottom hutch shelf—Porch 

Light; porchlightshop.com. Glassware on top 

shelf—Pottery Barn; potterybarn.com. Print, 

rug, table, vase, chair, wall baskets, suitcase—

homeowners’ collection.

BRE KNOWS BEST

PAGES 44–53

Interior design: Bre Bertolini, Bre Purposed, 

Youngstown, Ohio; bre@brepurposed.com; 

Instagram: @brepurposed;  

brepurposed.porch.com.

PAGE 44

Cabinet paint Anchors Aweigh SW 9179—

Sherwin-Williams; sherwin-williams.com [P]. 

Cabinet hardware—Amazon; amazon.com. 

Bench stain Golden Oak and Special Walnut—

Minwax; minwax.com. Floor tile—Marazzi Tile; 

marazziusa.com. Refinishing of cabinets—Bre 

Purposed; brepurposed.porch.com. Mirror—

CB2; cb2.com.

PAGES 45–47

Wall paint Pure White SW 7005—Sherwin-

Williams; sherwin-williams.com [P]. Sofa—

Article; article.com. Rug—Hayneedle; 

hayneedle.com. Coffee table, chairs—Eclectic 

Goods; eclecticgoods.com. Artwork on sofa 

wall—Boriana Mihailovska; borianam.etsy.com.  

Cabinet design, wood holder design and 

fabrication—Bre Purposed; brepurposed.porch 

.com. Cabinet design and fabrication—Baird 

Brothers Fine Hardwoods; bairdbrothers.com. 

Cabinet stain Provincial and Dark Walnut—

Minwax; minwax.com. Floor and fireplace tile—

Marazzi Tile; marazziusa.com.

PAGE 48

Wall tile Poiters in Sage and White—Peronda 

Tile; peronda.com/en. Vanity and console table 

refinishing—Bre Purposed; brepurposed 

.porch.com. Vanity hardware, sink faucets— 

Rejuvenation; rejuvenation.com. 

Sink, sconces—Wayfair; wayfair.com. 

[P] Paint Color Because of the magazine 
printing process, paint colors depicted on 
our pages might vary slightly from 
manufacturers’ colors. Use paint color 
names or numbers, when provided, as a 
starting point. To get a color as it appears in 
the magazine, take the page to a paint 
retailer for matching.

[T] To the Trade Contact a design 
professional to find more information about 
this product or service.
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PROJECTS  
UNDER $20 
Mason jar picture display 7

Pant hanger art 8

Hoop image display 9

Towel bar art 9

Picture magnets 10

Poster art 11

Birchwood wall hanging 14

Wallpaper stitched art 24

Feather wallpaper art 25

Wallpaper birdhouse 26

Caned wall panels 56

Caned rocks 57

Caned bottles 58

Stenciled paint treatment 89

Gold wall stencils 90

Mirror custom—Edgework Creative; 

edgeworkcreative.co. 

PAGE 49

Wall paint Pure White SW 7005, cabinet paint 

Anchors Aweigh SW 9179—Sherwin-Williams; 

sherwin-williams.com [P]. Cabinet hardware—

Amazon; amazon.com. Floating shelf 

brackets—Crates and Pallet; cratesandpallet 

.com. Dryer (washer not shown)—Samsung; 

samsung.com. Wall tile Bright White subway 

tile by American Olean, charcoal-color 

grout—Lowe’s; lowes.com. Flooring tile 

Fumo from the Atelier series—Sintesi Italian 

Ceramics; sintesiceramica.it. 

PAGES 50—51

Pink wall paint Retro Pink by Behr—Home 

Depot; homedepot.com [P]. Bed, nightstand, 

book shelf, closet makeover—Bre Purposed; 

brepurposed.porch.com. Bookshelf stain 

Dark Walnut—Minwax; minwax.com. Closet 

wallpaper Blair Sketched Floral—McGee & 

Co.; mcgeeandcompany.com. Macramé 

hanging—Facebook; facebook.com, search: 

The Forest Fern. Light fixture in closet—

Walmart; walmart.com. Rug in girl’s room—

Overstock; overstock.com. Green wall paint 

Woodland Lichen HGSW 3282 from the 

HGTV Home collection—Sherwin-Williams; 

sherwin-williams.com [P]. Light fixture, 

ottoman, rocker—Wayfair; wayfair.com. 

Rug—Swoon Rugs; swoonrugs.com. 

PAGES 52–53

Bed and headboard—Wayfair; wayfair.com.  

Bedside tables—Target; target.com. 

Nightstand hardware—Anthropologie; 

anthropologie.com. Wall sconces—Mitzi; 

mitzi.hvlgroup.com. Wall art “Saint Mary’s 

Lake” by Lorent & Leif—Minted; minted.com. 

Floor runner—eCarpet Gallery; ecarpetgallery 

.com. Area rug—Rugs USA; rugsusa.com. 

Bedding—Brooklinen; brooklinen.com. 

Television The Frame—Samsung; samsung 

.com. Fireplace—Bre Purposed; brepurposed 

.porch.com. Fireplace paint Du Jour by 

Valspar—Lowe’s; lowes.com [P]. 

CITIZEN CANE

PAGES 54–63

PAGES 54–55 

Striped blanket, pillows, throw—Target; 

target.com. Purse—Banana Republic; 

bananarepublic.gap.com.

PAGE 56

Chairs, rug, drapery panels—Target; target 

.com. Vase on table, pendant lighting—West 

Elm; westelm.com. Antique bottles—vintage 

finds. 

PAGES 57–59 

Plant pot—Walmart; walmart.com. 

PAGES 60–62

Large disk wall art, striped disk, smaller disk 

Sanaa—Pendleton; pendleton-usa.com. Plant 

stand, gray pillow—Target; target.com.  

Rug—West Elm; westelm.com. Lamp, 

chevron pillow—Home Goods; homegoods 

.com. Green pillow—Canoyer Garden Center; 

canoyergardencenter.com.

Sofa—Article; article.com. Lamp—

Anthropologie; anthropologie.com. Hand 

sculpture, rug—West Elm; westelm.com. 

Pillow—Home Goods; homegoods.com. 

CURB ENTHUSIASM

PAGES 64–71

Design: Rachel Pereira, Shades of Blue 

Interiors; shadesofblueinteriors.com. 

Brick paint Masonry, Stucco and Brick Paint 

by Behr—Home Depot; homedepot.com [P]. 

Door bell West Slope Tall Doorbell Button—

Rejuvenation; rejuvenation.com. 

BETTER THAN NEW

PAGES 72–79

Cerusing stain Water-based wood stain in 

black—General Finishes; generalfinishes 

.com. Cerusing wax Amy Howard at Home 

Vintage Wood Mercantile; gel stain English 

Walnut Maker’s Studio by Amy Howard at 

Home, clear lacquer Amy Howard at Home 

Bright Idea—Ace Hardware; acehardware 

.com. Clear gloss spray sealer Ultra 

polyurethane clear interior wood finish—Zar; 

zar.com. White paint Gesso White matte 

finish—Jolie Home; joliehome.com. 

LIKE A PRO 

PAGES 80–91

Interior design: Beth Barden, Design Post 

Interiors; designpostinteriors.com. 

PAGES 80–83

Wall paint Worldly Gray—Sherwin-Williams; 

sherwin-williams.com [P]. Wishbone dining 

chairs—Wayfair; wayfair.com. End chairs, 

lamp, blue vases—Home Goods; homegoods 

.com. Bench, round mirror—Target; target 

.com. Artwork over table—At Home; athome 

.com. Rug—Joss & Main; jossandmain.com. 

PAGES 85–87 

Wall paint White Dove—Benjamin Moore; 

benjaminmoore.com [P]. Sofa, coffee 

table—IKEA; ikea-usa.com. Rug—World 

Market; worldmarket.com. Pillows, console, 

round mirror, vases, basket—Home Goods; 

homegoods.com. Stools by fireplace, carved 

stool at sofa—Target; target.com. Drapery—

West Elm; westelm.com. Fireplace screen—

Pier 1; pier1.com. Wood lamp—Circa Lighting; 

circalighting.com. Framed botanical print at 

left of fireplace mantel—Magnolia Home; 

magnoliahomefurniture.com. 

PAGES 88–89 

Wall paint Distant Valley by Valspar—Lowe’s; 

lowes.com [P]. Bed—Wayfair; wayfair.com. 

Bedding, pillows, lamp—Home Goods; 

homegoods.com. Bedside stand—Bassett; 

bassettfurniture.com. White shelf—The 

Container Store; containerstore.com. Rug—

Rugs USA; rugsusa.com. Drapery—Target; 

target.com. 

PAGE 90 

Bed—DHP Furniture; dhpfurniture.com. 

Bedding, desk—Target; target.com. Chair 

fabric—Madcap Cottage; madcapcottage 

.com. Dresser—IKEA; ikea-usa.com.

PAGE 91 

Bed, pillows, drapery, bookends—Target; 

target.com. Dresser, sconces—IKEA; ikea-usa 

.com. Pendant light—West Elm; westelm 

.com. Rug—Rugs USA; rugsusa.com. Desk—

Wayfair; wayfair.com. Framed photographs—

Social Print Studio; socialprintstudio.com.

BUILDING BLOCKS

PAGES 92–97

Concrete pavers for columns, paver base, 

stain for side table by Valspar, landscape 

block adhesive Loctite—Lowe’s; lowes.com. 

Planters on column, chair at side table—At 

Home; athome.com. Concrete pavers for side 

table and bench, wood for bench—Menard’s; 

menards.com.

BOHO SLEEK 

PAGES 98–101

Interior design advice, finishes, and 

furnishings: Leyla Jaworsky and Ashlee Berry, 

Design Shop Interiors, Folsom, California; 

916/260-6454; hello@designshopinteriors 

.com; designshopinteriors.com. 

Wall paint Decorator’s White, Metro Gray—

Benjamin Moore; benjaminmoore.com [P]. 

Bed Grid-Tufted Upholstered Bed, bedside 

table and dresser Mid-Century 3- and 

4-Drawer dressers in white, chandelier Round 

Capiz, plant stand Mid-Century Turned Leg 

Standing Planter—West Elm; westelm.com. 

Bed quilt Weston Teal—Pier 1; pier1.com. 

Bedside lamp Neal, bath floor tile Morocco 

gray porcelain by SomerTile—Overstock; 

overstock.com. Bench at end of bed Air 

Loft in dark brown—Houzz; houzz.com. 

White-framed artwork on bathroom shelf 

“Stacks #2” in Coral by Kelly Nasuta—Minted; 

minted.com. Bath vanity Godmorgon, sink, 

countertop—IKEA; ikea-usa.com. Faucet Talis 

C, showerhead Raindance AIR—Hansgrohe; 

hansgrohe.com. White-framed wall mirror 

Bryson Top by Willa Arlo Interiors—AllModern; 

allmodern.com. Sconces flanking mirror Tall 

Clear Glass Globe Sconce—Shades of Light; 

shadesoflight.com.
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6. Replace disposable dryer 
sheets with wool dryer 
balls that soften fabric and 
reduce dry time. three for $19; 

parachutehome.com

Quit disposables. Choose feel-good 
options for you and the planet.

WORDS RACHEL O’BRIEN

PHOTOGRAPHS JASON DONNELLY

4. Ditch plastic bags at the 
grocery store for your own 
reusable produce bags. This mesh 
bag is handmade with high-quality 
yarn and comes in eight colors. 
Handmade Cotton Market Bag, $22; 

drhandknitgoods.etsy.com 

ECO-FRIENDLY

1

7

2

5

3

6

2. Clean messes without 
wasting paper using 
reusable cloth towels. 
Available in a variety of 
patterns and colors. $27; 

greenandhappyshop
.etsy.com

7. Green cleaning all the 
way to your teeth! The 
brushes are made with 
bamboo and come in fully 
recyclable packaging. $5; 

jlhonestproducts
.etsy.com

1. Give kitchen 
scraps life beyond 
the dump with a 
compost bin that 
looks great on 
your counter. $68; 

primitivetimber
.etsy.com

3. Packing lunch just 
got cuter with these 
printed reusable sandwich 
bags. three for $18; 

boonsupply.com

5. Start your sustainability journey with a kit that 
has it all. This earth-friendly recyclable box includes 
two reusable produce bags, a silicone sandwich 
bag, one bamboo utensil set, a stainless-steel straw, 
and a bamboo toothbrush. Zero Waste Gift Box, $49; 

earthhero.com

4



Slay your stress, get more sleep or fi nd your calm, with 
short mindfulness activities tuned to your emotions.

Access on the web at my.life

DOWNLOAD MYLIFE™ FOR FREE

© 2020 MyLife™. Apple and the Apple logo are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries and regions. App Store 
is a service mark of Apple Inc. © 2018 Google LLC. All rights reserved. Google Play and the Google Play logo are trademarks of Google LLC.

Find Your 
Quiet Place 
with MyLife.

Hover your phone’s 
camera over this smart 
code to download now.


