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vegetables throughout the summer is to 
come. We are lucky as smallholders, 
whether we have several acres or are 
‘smallholding’ in our back garden with 
fruit and vegetables and perhaps a few 
chickens. We have skills that are now 
needed, dare I say valued? Who would 
have thought my school cookery and my 
mother’s knack of turning very little into 
a meal would have paid such dividends? 
Friends have put their sewing skills to 
use for their homes and to make much 
needed protective clothing.

Suddenly I find that people remember 
I edit a magazine on smallholding and 
self sufficiency and are asking me for 
more details and wonder if it includes 
keeping poultry, growing seeds, 
shearing sheep and bees – of course 
it does and so much more. As the year 
progresses we’ll look at preserving the 
harvest, using fibre and honey to name 
a few. So very much to look forward to 
on our land whatever the size and in 
all of this there is also the closeness of 
nature which has been such a comfort 
during this unbelievably difficult time. 
I feel like I have lived a year since 14 
March yet I find it is little more than a 
month. We’ll get through it, learn to 
live with whatever the future holds but 
smallholding, growing and livestock will 
remain fundamentally the same, moving 
with the seasons, bringing periods of 
hard work, times of reflection, sadness 
as well as satisfaction and a comforting 
sense of continuity.

Keep on growing and contact us with 
your thoughts and experiences.

Thinking of you all
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Liz Wright

W 
here to start? The last time I went in 
a supermarket was the 14th March 
and whatever has happened when 

you read this, I won’t have gone back into 
one because I have realised I can manage 
perfectly well without them and frankly they 
weren’t any help to us when we needed 
them. Although I am not in the at risk 
group, I feel that the livestock rely on us 
and so we decided to be very careful and 
avoid public spaces in order to keep safe. 
As a result we visited local vegetable stalls, 
small butcher shops and farm outlets and 
used mail order for environmentally friendly 
cleaning products. Our village shops rose 
to meet the challenge and have rarely been 
out of the basics, bread, milk and alcohol(!) 
so we have managed well.

Pet food has been by mail order and 
luckily we have a superb feed mill close 
to us where we have been able to buy all 
we need for the animals. So now I feel 
a bit stupid that I went into supermarkets 
so often in the past. But never was there 
a truer phrase said than LP Hartley in a 
book written in 1953, ‘the past is a foreign 
country, they do things differently there’. 
Pre-covid I would have said my life was 
reasonably isolated on my smallholding 
and that I sourced food carefully and ate 
healthily, that all I wanted to do was to find 
time to read and garden but it appears my 
life was not quite like that at all. My life 
had a freedom of movement, a freedom 
from fear and a reasonable certainty for the 
present and future but now I am questioning 
everything in my life.

Smallholders have it all
As smallholders there is no doubt we are 
holding all the cards with our ability to 
grow food, raise food and be naturally 
quite well isolated. My delight in the spring 
this year has been beyond bounds as I 
watched the brown change to tentative 
green to full-on leaf and flowers exploding 
into generous blossom. The first swallow 
was finally joined by some more and 
nesting began. I found time to sort out 
all my seeds and get them started in my 
greenhouse and the promise of fruit and 
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Smallholders and the Covid-19 

lockdown - business as usual?

W 
hen coronavirus first hit our 
shores back in February 
and phrases such as ‘social 

distancing’, ‘food shortages’ and ‘travel 
restrictions’ began to hit the news, 
smallholders may have been forgiven 
for feeling a little smug. Smallholding 
is, after all, about self-sufficiency; 
about being happily tied to our land 
and our animals; and often actively 
avoiding interaction with other people. 
Smallholders had no need to worry!!!!!  
Things then got rather serious rather 
quickly, and as the word ‘lockdown’ 
began to mean something quite different 
to turning off auto-turn on the incubator 
and not lifting the lid, a small amount of 
panic began to set in. Suddenly chickens 
were ‘flying off the shelves’ leading to 
welfare concerns, some animal feeds 
became hard to get of and smallholders 
began to have quite serious conversations 
as to what plants on their smallholding 
could be used as toilet paper substitutes.

Then people began to worry about 
travelling to tend to their livestock, 
running smallholding courses and visits, 
selling and buying stock. There was a 
huge proliferation of coronavirus groups 
and pages on social media and the 
internet at large, many of which were, 
at first, full of rumour and speculation 
(and some of course still are). Seed 
planting began in earnest in greenhouses 
and polytunnels leading to seed 
shortages, local food suppliers suddenly 
found themselves in huge demand as 
supermarkets became overwhelmed due 
to stock piling, and flour mills up and 
down the country literally couldn’t make 
and pack their flour fast enough.

As this article is being written, we 
are now in week four of a nationwide 
lockdown that essentially is tying 
everyone to their homes 24/7 (and the 
end seems still a long way off). 

So, how are smallholders faring in 
this crisis? The short answer is generally 
pretty well - this is actually the kind of 
situation where we should find ourselves 
able to cope admirably and it seems 
many of us are. Some people have even 
said they are enjoying a better quality 
of life and many are getting more done, 
although alongside this comes, for some, 
the equivalent of ‘survivors’ guilt’ because 
up and down the country, and across the 
world, this virus is devastating the lives of 
millions of people!!! 

On Celebrating Smallholding UK, 
we have been having a lot of chats 
and discussions about the situation, 
answering and asking questions 
and, where needed, offering support 
and reassurance. As many breeding 
programmes were well under way before 
all this occurred, we have also been 
celebrating new life and dealing with 
the everyday and the mundane: how 
to treat lice in chickens, how to tell if a 
sheep is about to give birth, discussing 
what type of tomato is best grown in a 
greenhouse… But for most of us there 
is still an awareness that we are living 
in unprecedented times and we are 
worrying about how it might all ‘end’ 
and wondering if life will ever return to 
‘normality’.

To get an accurate picture of how 
smallholders are dealing with the 
Corvid-19 lockdown, we decided to run 
a survey to understand the full impact, 
both practically and emotionally. We 
posted on several FB groups as well 
as CSUK and received a staggering 
response, with just under 300 people 
completing the questions and with all 
regions of the country represented. 
Comments received were honest and 
open and a credit to the resilience of 
the smallholding mentality!!! The rest of 
this article gives a summary of what was 

Jack Smellie and David Chidgey run a 
10-acre smallholding in North Devon 
and record their (mis)adventures on 
their daily blog: 
www.relaxedathome.org.uk . They 
also set up the popular Facebook group 
Celebrating Smallholding UK 
and an accompanying website: 
www.celebratingsmallholdinguk.org.uk/

said, and we hope to publish the full 
results on the Celebrating Smallholding 
UK website.

The first question on the survey asked 
people how the lockdown had so far 
affected their smallholding activities. 
67% replied hardly at all, 21% a fair bit, 
11% a lot and 1% (just 3 people), said 
a ‘huge’ amount. When asked ‘how’ 
they had been affected, 42% ticked 
‘financially’ and from the comments 
given this was mainly because of having 
to cancel courses/visits and holiday 
bookings and/or not being able to sell 
stock or produce and conversely, then 
having to spend more on animal feed. 
25% of respondents also said it had 
been difficult to get hold of animal feed, 
something which will have also caused 
quite a large amount of stress. Ironically 
here at Relaxed, we had to go out three 
times in one week to get all the animal 
feed we needed, we don’t usually go out 
that often in a month!!!  
15% of smallholders have also suffered 
by not being able to get their usual help 
on their smallholdings, either through 
volunteers or paid contractors. Other 
practical implications of the lockdown 
have included greater use of public 
footpaths through smallholding land, 
which sadly has not always been 
‘considerate’ use; and not being able to 
get hold of materials needed to do the 

Lambing (kidding, calving, farrowing etc) has 
been carrying on as usual because of course 
animals were all pregnant pre Covid-19 – it’s 
a mixed blessing with the joy of new life 
alongside worry about future selling/ buying 

1 in 2 smallholders say they have been 
affected on an emotional level by the 
lockdown, with missing friends and family 
and worry about becoming ill, being the top 
two concerns 

Sadly, many smallholding businesses such as 
running courses and visits, offering B&B etc, 
selling stock... have been negatively affected 
by the lockdown, plans are now on hold until 
‘normality’ returns
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usual smallholding jobs: fix fences, mend 
shelters, sort water supplies etc. Some 
people have struggled to get seeds and 
our own polytunnel order is now on hold 
as our supplier ran out and then couldn’t 
get in some of the components needed to 
fulfil new orders. 

A lot of these are short-term effects, 
but for some smallholders, the long term 
effects are definitely starting to worry 
them. Will their B&B bookings take 
off again, will the abattoirs be able 
to take their now very overdue stock 
once restrictions are lifted? Will they be 
able to sell stock in what will be a very 
overcrowded market? And with many 
vets only offering emergency visits, there 
has also been a delay on completing 
the tests for various health schemes. This 
is causing some breeders to worry that 
their stock won’t be sold with their usual 
‘high-health herd’ accreditations and thus 
won’t attract the usual price tag.

The positive side
On the positive side some smallholders 
have seen egg and meat sales go 
through the roof as local demand has 
rocketed. Others have found that they 
are getting a lot more done because they 
cannot go out and also because they 
have an extra pair of hands with the 
OH also being at home, (although one 
respondent said she was getting ‘less’ 
done because her husband was actually 
‘in the way’!!!).

As is the case in life generally, 
‘worries’ like those above are often 
greater than the actual practical effects 
of the given situation and so whilst 50% 
of smallholders said that emotionally, 
they were ‘hardly’ affected by the 
lockdown, 50% said they were, with 1 
in 5 of those ticking ‘a lot’ or ‘a huge 
amount’. The greatest emotional effects 
were caused by missing friends and 
extended family and by worrying about 
becoming ill (or about family becoming 
ill). When you have animals, not being 
fit enough to look after them is a worry 
for smallholders at the best of times and 
living through this coronavirus pandemic 
is of course, not at all, the best of times. TS

This issue is exacerbated by the fact 
that a fair few smallholders have had 
to self-isolate because of existing health 
issues - in many cases, their health was 
the reason they became smallholders in 
the first place: to live a gentler, kinder 
life away from the stress that probably 
caused their illnesses in the first place! 
Well-being is almost always boosted by 
keeping busy and if there is one thing to 
be said for the smallholding life, it is that 
there is ‘always’ something to do. This 
has been a life-saver for many.  
For those 1 in 2 who said they were 
hardly affected, there has been a bit of 
a ‘dawn-awakening’ with many realising 
just how amazing it is to live this life, 
with land to roam on, animals to enjoy, 
fresh air to breath in on a daily basis. 
Smallholders do tend to appreciate 
what they have but this lockdown has 
massively increased that appreciation 
and made some of us really focus more 
on why we do what we do. Guilt features 
too mind you, when one considers that 
many of us have kitchens, larders and 
freezers with more food than some shops 
in those early, awful days of stockpiling!! 
There has been greater appreciation too 
of the peace and quiet, reduced traffic, 
no aeroplanes, less people.

95% of smallholders said they 
had income over and above their 
smallholdings and almost half of those 
said it had been negatively affected 
either a lot or by a huge amount. 

This is no surprise really. With the 
country’s economy plummeting by over 
35%, millions of people are having to 
cope with less money. Of course there 
has been less to spend it on too with so 
many businesses closing, and as such, a 
fair few people have already indicated 
they hope NOT to go back to their pre-
lockdown spending behaviours because 
they have realised what they actually 
DON’T need and can do without!!

Sadly though, half of the smallholders 
in the survey said that some or all of 
their future smallholding plans are now 
on hold. Such plans include building 
projects, livestock expansions, business 
start ups (selling veg for example). None 

of this of course, will help the economy 
recover quickly!!!

But, being the resilient, glass-half-
full people that we are, over half of 
smallholders felt there had been some 
positive outcomes from the lockdown so 
far. Many have been mentioned already: 
jobs being ticked off quicker, revelling 
in the peace, enjoying more time with 
family, having quality time with stock, 
having time to plan ahead. We end with 
a few quotes about these outcomes to 
inspire and keep us all going, alongside 
a hope for everyone that you all keep 
safe and well and that your smallholding 
plans and successes are able to continue, 
if not this year, then definitely next! 

HUGE thanks to everyone who took 
part in the survey, we may re-run it 
depending on how much longer the full 
lockdown continues and the restrictions 
that may then carry on. 
And finally an apology, the final question 
asked ‘Have there been any positive 
outcomes from the lockdown?’ with the 
options of ‘Yes, One or two, Some or 
A lot’. The first option should of course 
have been ‘No’ as several of you pointed 
out….

‘We’re thankful for having the time 
and space to get on with stuff outdoors 
and very aware that others crave this just 
now. Income has taken a big hit but there 
are compensations.’

‘I am a nurse with the NHS and 
coming home to my smallholding and 
being here is a great antidote to the 
stress of the front line.’

‘These are the times we were made 
for. So although our income has 
disappeared we have food, solar power 
and plenty to do. We try to be as self 
sufficient and environmental as possible 
which has served us well’

‘So grateful to have plenty of space 
during this lockdown- able to move about 
as much as we wish on our own land 
and enjoy a glorious spring. Feel much 
safer on the holding than in the town’

‘Smallholders are resilient: we deal 
in life and death every day. This plague 
is just one more thing. By the grace of 
God, teamwork will see us through.’

Fibre quality guide

Hatching plans have been a little bit up in the 
air for some smallholders, not knowing if or 
when they can sell stock and not wanting to be 
left with excess birds… 

Two thirds of smallholders have said the lockdown has 
hardly affected them at all, many going on to say it has 
made them appreciate what they have even more 
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Feeding 
lambs

Creep feeding
Whilst their mother’s milk (or a suitable 
ewe milk replacement in the case of bottle 
fed lambs) together with grazing will 
provide the majority of young lambs with 
sufficient nutrition, the introduction of a 
suitable creep feed is highly beneficial. 
Lambs without good grazing and those 
from multiple births will benefit the most 
from creep feeding as a supply of extra 
nutrition. Smallholder Range Lamb Starter 
/ Grower Pellets can be fed from 7 days 
of age and whilst initial intakes will be 
low, by 4-5 weeks of age lambs will be 
eating significant amounts as ewes milk 
production begins to decline and lambs 
become more reliant on other sources of 
nutrition. This early introduction to creep 
feed helps to stimulate development 
of the rumen, making it more efficient 
at digesting supplementary feeds. At 
weaning or when grass diminishes and 
there is a greater reliance on compound 
feed for essential nutrition, lambs that have 
been creep fed are already accustomed to 
this type of feed and subsequently are less 
likely to suffer digestive upsets or growth 
set-backs.

A creep feed should be small enough in 
size (4mm in diameter is ideal) that makes 
it easy for young lambs to ingest. A protein 
level of at least 16% will facilitate growth 
and the development of lean muscle, whilst 
a full balance of vitamins and minerals 

will aid lamb development and prevent 
deficiencies. Correct ratios of minerals, 
particularly calcium and phosphorous 
are also important in helping to prevent 
problems such as urinary calculi, which 
will be covered in more detail later.

One of the most important aspects of 
creep feeding is ensuring that only the 
lambs have access to the feed, not the 
ewes. Purpose built creep feeders are 
designed to allow lambs to put their heads 
into the trough through partitions that are 
too small for ewes to get their heads in. 
The size of the partitioned openings can 
then be increased as the lambs grow. 
Alternatively, a creep feeding pen can 
be easily created that allows access to 
the lambs through an entrance that is too 
small for ewes to enter. Inside the pen, 
creep should be supplied in weather-proof 
troughs or feeders that lambs cannot 
stand in or play in as any contamination 
with faeces or urine will lead to spoilt,    
wasted feed. 

Any creep feeding area should be 
sheltered from the worst of the weather 
and preferably on hard standing to help 
prevent poaching and the build-up of 
diseases, such as coccidiosis, which 
can have a huge effect on flock health. 
Purpose built creep feeders are usually 
portable which makes it easy to regularly 
move them around to a clean piece of 
land. Creep feeders and pens should be 

cleaned out regularly and replenished with 
fresh feed, so a constant supply is always 
available. 

Clean, fresh water should be readily 
accessible close to the creep feed to 
maximise intakes, but sited so that 
contamination from bedding, dung and 
feed is minimised. Water troughs should be 
inspected daily and cleaned regularly.

Finishing 
From weaning at 3 to 4 months of age, 
lambs can be moved from a creep feed 
on to Smallholder Range Lamb Finisher 
Pencils. This change over from one feed to 
another should be done gradually to allow 
the lambs time to adapt to the different 
feed and help prevent digestive upsets. 
The finishing phase is the final stage of 
livestock growth and requires appropriate 
feeding for weight gain to achieve the 
desired meat yield and fat coverage. At 
this stage, grazing and / or supplementary 
forage should still provide the bulk of 
nutrition, but compound feeds become 
more important as the quantity and quality 
of grass declines. Any late season lambs 
being kept over winter for finishing should 
be fed Smallholder Range Lamb Finisher 
Pencils or Sheep Mix at a rate of up to 
1.0kg per head/day depending on the 
quality of forage and other sources of 
nutrition such as root crops and brassicas 
that are available.

Joanna Palmer, nutritionist for Smallholder Range offers advice on 
feeding lambs to achieve healthy growth rates and ensure they reach 
finishing weights or transition into the breeding flock successfully.
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Fibre quality guide

Feeding replacement 
ewe lambs 
At the earliest opportunity after weaning, 
any ewe lambs that are being retained for 
future breeding should be kept separate 
from finishing lambs. This allows them 
to be maintained on more of a forage/
grass based diet with a lower level of 
supplementary compound feed, which 
helps to prevent rapid weight gain 
that could affect future fertility, udder 
development and subsequent milk 
production. Smallholder Ewe Nuts are an 
ideal feed for replacement ewes to be fed 
ahead of their first breeding season. 

Preventing urinary calculi
One of the major benefits of 
supplementing lambs with compound 
feeds from Smallholder Range is that 
they are formulated to ensure that a 
correct balance of vitamins and minerals 
are supplied. Feeding straights such as 
cereal grains will not supply lambs with a 
balanced diet and as mentioned earlier, 
may provide incorrect ratios of some 
minerals that can cause problems such as 
urinary calculi. Calculi (stones) are formed 
from phosphate salts that become lodged 
in the urinary tract and prevent urination. 
This disease is more common in castrated 
males due to their narrow urethras, 
which creates a greater risk of stones 
become lodged. To minimise the risk of 
urinary calculi developing it is important 
to provide a correct balance of calcium 
to phosphorous, a ratio of at least 2:1 is 
ideal. All Smallholder Range sheep feeds 
are formulated to provide this balanced 
ratio of calcium and phosphorous, 
alongside all other essential vitamins and 
minerals.

As ruminants, lambs should have 
constant access to grazing and / or 
supplementary forage (such as hay) 
because chewing stimulates saliva 
production and encourages rumination, 
which helps to excrete phosphorus safely 
from the body in the urine and faeces. 
A clean, fresh water supply is also very 
important because this will ensure a 
regular flow of urine. There is a much 
greater risk of calculi developing in 

concentrated urine, so ensuring lambs 
drink plenty and are not fed large 
amounts of cereal based diets will help to 
keep urine diluted. As well as a suitable 
ratio of calcium and phosphorous, it is 
also important not to over supplement with 
magnesium, which can also be involved 
in the development of calculi. Feeding 
a balanced compound feed will support 
a healthy intake of the right levels of 
minerals

Preventing rumen 
acidosis in lambs
Rumen acidosis occurs when the pH of the 
rumen becomes lower (more acidic) than 
the ideal level. It is usually caused by a 
rapid change in diet, particularly when 
lambs move from grazing to a housed 
environment and are provided with a 
large quantity of cereal based feeds. The 
carbohydrates in cereals are fermented 
by rumen bacteria which produces lactic 
acid. This lactic acid is up to ten times 
more acidic than other volatile fatty acids 
(VFAs) produced during the fermentation 
of fibre and causes the pH of the rumen 
to drop. To prevent acidosis, compound 
feeds should be introduced gradually and 
the quantities slowly increased over the 
course of a couple of weeks to allow the 
animals’ digestive system time to adapt to 
the change in diet. 

Rumen acidosis can be acute, where 
there are clinical problems which can 
be life threatening to the animal, or sub-
acute, which although not necessarily 
fatal, can have a large impact on growth 
rates and flock health. To ensure that 
acidosis doesn’t become a problem, it 
is important to continue to ensure that 
there is enough fibre in the diet as this 
helps to keep the rumen at an ideal 
pH. A high fibre diet also encourages 
rumination (cud chewing) which in turn 
increases saliva production. Saliva 
contains buffering chemicals which help 
to neutralise the acids produced during 
fermentation. All of the Smallholder 
Range sheep feeds contain prebiotics 
and / or yeast that are useful in 
maintaining a healthy digestive system 
and an ideal rumen pH, when fed 
alongside good quality forage.

Ensuring all lambs have access to the 
available forage and feed will help keep 
diets balanced. Keeping low stocking 
densities and providing sufficient feeder 
space should help to prevent bullying 
and ensure all individuals get a fair 
share of feed.

■ For more information on feeding your 
sheep contact the friendly Smallholder 
Range Advice Line on 01362 822900 or 
visit www.smallholderfeed.co.uk
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A new industry checklist has been 
produced to ensure that shearers, 
wool handlers and farmers in the 

UK work in partnership to keep everyone 
operating at safe distances, with practical 
measures being put in place to allow 
shearing to continue whilst protecting 
everyone’s safety.

It will not be business as usual this 
year due to the Covid-19 pandemic and 
everyone must be extra vigilant to keep 
safe, whilst ensuring that animal welfare is 
protected. 

Gareth Jones, Head of Producer 
Marketing at British Wool commented, 
“We have been working together with 
industry partners to provide support to 
farmers, shearers and contractors for the 
season ahead. The outcome and response 
from the industry so far has been fantastic, 
as a large number of shearers, wool 
handlers and contractors have already 
listed their details on the Shearing Register. 
With the process of connecting people 
across the UK underway, these new 
measures aim to keep everyone involved 
in shearing safe, by using the Shearing 
Checklist.”

Jill Hewitt, NAAC Chief Executive 
added, “It will inevitably be a slower, 
more difficult shearing season this year but 
risks must not be taken, and co-operation, 
collaboration and patience will be vital. 
We are likely to have a shortage of 
shearers and careful planning will be 
essential to make certain that, when 
shearers are on-farm, the process of 
handling sheep and shearing is efficient 
and that everyone works together to make 
the process run as smoothly as possible.”

Numbers of overseas shearers are 
expected to be very low and the industry 
is asking UK shearers to get involved in 
this national effort to get the UK flock 
shorn and protect animal welfare. Industry 
organisations are encouraging farmers to 
get in touch with their usual contractor to 
organise their shearing but to be prepared 
that the season may be longer than in a 
‘normal’ year.

Smallholders should check that their 
normal shearing arrangements are still in 
place and be aware from the checklist of 
their responsibilities. You need to speak 
with your shearer to ensure that you have 
everything ready to protect health for all 
including handwashing facilities or hand 
sanitisers, being really prepared so that 
the shearer can move swiftly through the 
flock, clean sheep, disinfected surfaces 
and no visitors – plan too so there are no 
unexpected visitors. The two-metre rule 
must be observed throughout. Carefully 

read through the 
checklist. 

The new Checklist 
can be viewed on the 
website at https://www.
naac.co.uk/wp-content/
uploads/2020/04/
Coronavirus-NAAC-
Checklist-on-Shearing-for-
Shearers-and-Farmers.pdf

Meet 
George Mudge
A MAN FOR ALL 

SHEARINGS 

When it comes to matters of shearing, 
George Mudge and his son Andrew, are 
at the top of their tree. They run a business 
supplying everything you could ever need 
for shearing and sheep handling plus 
more besides but most of all they freely 
give of their knowledge to novices and 
experienced alike. 

Farming on the edge of Dartmoor, 
George has represented England twelve 
times and Andrew four times. Everytime 
they have competed together they have 
taken the first and second slot in qualifying 
to represent England! That’s ten times in 
total. People will remember seeing the 
competitions leading to the finals at some 
of their county shows. 

Last year the World Shearing 
championships were held in France 
at Le Dorat with over 30 countries 
represented and they were third. - these 
Championships only happen every two to 
three years and bring together the very 
best in shearing. 

What is George’s advice to 

smallholders? Get advice, 
go on a shearing course 
– the BWMB can supply 
details although at the 
moment they are not 
running due to corona 
virus and call them for 
help and advice or a hard 
copy of their catalogue. 
He says it doesn’t matter 
if you have 5 or 5000 
sheep, they will be able 
to help you and advise 
on the right clippers or 

handling equipment for your needs. 
There is a Lister fusion clipper that 

allows you to shear sheep and clip other 
animals which might be suitable for a 
small sheep flock and cattle trimming 
options. 

One of his interesting products is the 
New Zealand Shepherd’s crook which is 
a really multi functional, lightweight aid. 
They also have a range of handling and 
dagging races (where sheep are gathered 
to be checked over) that they have 
designed themselves using their own years 
of experience of different sheep ages 
and breeds. George says a pair of hand 
shears and knowing how to use them 
should be part of every novice shepherd’s 
equipment. 

I came away feeling inspired by 
George’s knowledge and his enthusiasm 
to share it with fellow sheep keepers. I 
can see his catalogue being well thumbed 
and referred to in many smallholdings. 

Call George Mudge & Co on 
01822 615456
www.georgemudgeshearing.co.uk

New Shearing Checklist for Shearers 
and Farmers during COVID-19

2020

CATALOGUE

& PRICELIST

GEORGE MUDGE & CO.

SHEEP SHEARING EQUIPMENT SPECALISTS

01822 615456  |  info@mudgeshearing.co.uk

www.georgemudgeshearing.co.uk

Second - South Africa      Winners - New Zealand      Third - England   



GEORGE MUDGE & CO.

SHEEP SHEARING EQUIPMENT SPECIALISTS
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For all your shearing and handling needs please call or email us for a free catalogue.
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GOLDEN SHEARS 

WORLD BLADE 
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SALE NOW ON
15% OFF ALL SIZES !

PRICES FROM £195.99
INCLUDING DELIVERY

Do you wake up every morning wondering if Mrs Fox

has been to visit your birds? Tired of trying to

recover them from your neighbours garden?

www.gardenlifedirect.co.uk sales@gardenlifedirect.co.uk
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M ost sheep breeds are named 
after their place of origin, but 
Balwen sheep from the Twyi 

valley in mid-Wales are named after their 
noses. In Welsh, the name means “white 
blaze,” and each Balwen has just that: 
a broad white blaze down the centre of 
their dark black faces.

Black with white socks
As well as their white blaze, Balwen 
sheep have white ankles, a white spot 
on their chests, and a white tip on their 
long tails which are left undocked. The 
rest of each sheep is black, with short 
dark hair on their heads and legs, and 
black fleece on their bodies. It’s an 
eye-catching combination, especially 
on the rams who also sport a pair of 
tan-coloured, C-shaped horns. “With 
their distinct markings, they’re very much 

a showman’s sheep,” says Christine 
Williams, who has kept her Gaerllwyd 
flock of Balwen for over 30 years. “The 
lambs in particular are a sight to behold, 
with their white markings and long tails, 
rushing about the field in play gangs.” 
As the Balwen sheep get older, Christine 
finds they develop yet more colour 
variation. “The fleece varies in texture 
and colour to some extent as they age, 
and some ewes go a beautiful silver grey 
colour.” 

Mountainside menu
Although they look showy, Balwen sheep 
aren’t a demanding breed to keep. “I 
keep three breeds of sheep and the 
Balwen are by far the most thrifty,” says 
Christine. “But they do like their food!” 
As they are a Welsh Mountain breed, 
Balwen are adapted for much of this 

food to be fairly poor, upland grazing, 
which they will thrive on. “They’re 
very much grazers, not browsers, and 
they graze outside all year,” Christine 
explains. “The only supplementary 
feeding is good quality hay at all times 
from October to April. The in-lamb ewes 
and ‘old girls’ are given concentrates 
as the winter deepens and lambing is 
near, and they all have access to mineral 
Tubbies as well.”

Keeping the flock
Grazing out all year, Balwen sheep 
are very hardy and “waterproof,” but 
Christine still makes sure they have 
access to field shelters at all times. Apart 
from this, all they need is good fencing. 
“Fencing does keep them in,” she says, 
“but if they find a gap they will explore 
‘other pastures’ before coming home 

Breed Focus: BALWEN SHEEP 
Helen Babbs finds out about the black sheep with the white blazes.

Balwen ewe and lambs (Photo: Kelly Richards)

Balwen ewe and lamb (Photo: Christine Williams) Balwen ram (Photo: Claire Watson)
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again if they can find the way back.” 
This rather independent mindset 

extends to the Balwen’s interactions with 
other livestock. “When mixed with my 
other sheep they will keep with their 
own kind,” Christine observes, “and 
they flock together if startled. Their 
temperament depends on how they are 
handled. Some of my early bought-in 
Balwen were rather wild as they had 
roamed on Welsh hillsides with minimum 
handling. I handle my sheep regularly 
from birth and they become very tame.” 
Balwen are fairly small, with a slender 
build, so handling isn’t heavy work. “I 
work them with a dog,” says Christine, 
“but they also bucket train very quickly.”

Lambing time
With their small size, Balwen sheep are 
best started breeding in their second 
year, but will then go on lambing until 
ten years old or older. “The young ewes 
usually have just one lamb but older 
ewes will often have twins,” Christine 
explains. “They give birth very easily 
and I have very seldom needed to assist 

TS

at lambing. The ewes are very maternal, 
producing lots of milk. Many of them will 
readily adopt another orphan lamb.”

Balwen sheep happily lamb outdoors, 
but Christine prefers to bring the ewes 
and new lambs into the barn for a few 
days afterwards. “They are penned 
inside for a few days to rest the ewe 
and allow the lamb to get accustomed 
to handling, as well as being safe from 
predators in the first days of life.” Then, 
it’s back out to the fields with mum: “I 
leave the lambs with the ewes till the 
autumn, when entire ram lambs have to 
be separated. These days I don’t breed 
with ewes every year, so if the ewe is 
not going to lamb the following year her 
lamb stays with her.” 

Welsh lamb and wool
Like many traditional sheep breeds, 
Balwen are a dual-purpose sheep. “The 
fleece is popular with hand-spinners,” 
says Christine, “and the meat is the 
very best Welsh lamb!” Balwen lambs 
are fairly small, reaching 12-14kg by 
four months old, so Christine prefers to 

keep hers a little longer before slaughter. 
“Early born castrated lambs can go 
to the butcher in the November at 
about eight months, but later or smaller 
castrates can be kept on till the following 
summer to make a reasonable carcase.”

Balwen are also good for cross-
breeding. The ewes crossed with a 
commercial breed ram will produce a 
meaty, fast-growing “butcher’s lamb,” 
while a Balwen ram will give lively, 
easily delivered lambs to commercial 
ewes, especially for first-time lambings. 

Then and now
For centuries, Balwen sheep were 
almost entirely restricted to the hills 
and mountains of the Twyi valley. 
Ideally suited to these conditions, they 
flourished as a local breed, until the 
advent of commercial forestry following 
WW1. Conifer plantations took over the 
hillsides, and the Balwen were forced 
out. Numbers declined dramatically, 
until only one pure-bred ram survived by 
1947.

But in their hardy way, these small 
black sheep have ‘bounced back’. 
They are still classed as an “At Risk” 
breed by the RBST, but are now found 
throughout Wales and the rest of the UK 
as a popular smallholder’s sheep due to 
their easy-care nature. “There are many 
classes for them in the Welsh agricultural 
shows,” says Christine, “and throughout 
the UK they can be shown in rare breed 
or hill breed classes.” 

The best of Balwen sheep for 
Christine, however, is at home. “They’re 
a joy to keep: they are hardy and have 
a happy nature. They will skip and play 
and jump high even in older age.”

For more information, 
visit the Balwen Sheep Society website: 
www.balwensheepsociety.com.  
Christine Williams’ flock can be found 
at: www.gaerllwyd.co.uk 

Balwen ewes make very good mothers (Photo: Kelly Richards)

Balwen ewes (Photo: Claire Watson) The fleece on older ewes can fade to a silvery grey (Photo: Kelly Richards)

TS
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W
hat is the cost/efficiency/practicality 
of mains and battery and solar electric 
fencing?

Electric fencing is so simple and easy to install… in 
general terms you need:  a power source, an energiser, 
an earth stake and some fencing.  The choices of power 
are as follows:
Mains Operated System
How to set up and practicality: plug the energiser into 
the mains, it converts mains power into the pulse you 
feel in your fence – this zap is taken out to your fence 
by a length of lead out cable (so mains power is not 
traveling across your field).  Easy to set up and less 
maintenance than battery operated systems.

Cost: the cost is the mains energiser, the lead out 
cable and approx. £0.01 pence per day from the mains 
supply.

Efficiency: generally if you are near to a mains 
source of power we would recommend you use mains.  
It is time efficient as there is no need to charge up 
batteries and it is not expensive to run.
Battery Operated System
How to set up and practicality: place your battery, earth 
stake and energiser next to your electric fence.  Connect 
your energiser to the battery and earth stake and fence 
and away you go! 12v leisure batteries (3v, 6v, 9v 
or 12v battery powered energisers are available) can 
power most fences and are ideal if mains power is 
too far away or the system is to be portable.   Battery 
powered fences require diligent management as if 
there is no power in your battery your fence will not be 
working!

Cost: the cost is the battery energiser, 12v battery 
(probably two is best as then it is possible to have one 
always on charge) and a battery charger.

Efficiency: Battery operated electric fences are ideal 
if there is no source of mains.  They require regular 
checking making sure that the 12v batteries don’t run 
too low.  From a power point of view it is the same as 
mains and depends on your energiser.
Solar System
How to set up and practicality: place your 12v battery, 
solar panel, earth stake and energiser next to your 
electric fence.  Connect your energiser to the 12v 
battery (battery is connected to the solar panel) and 
earth stake and fence.  Solar panels trickle feed 12v 
batteries (only works with rechargeable 12v batteries) 
ensuring power is maintained within the battery for 
longer before a full conventional recharge.  

Cost: the cost is the battery energiser, 12v battery, 
solar panel and a battery charger.  Some of the new 
generation of solar energisers come with a 12v battery, 
solar panel and charger as standard.

Efficiency: Again – this is the same as a battery 
operated fence.  Ideal to use if mains is not close at 
hand.  No need for regular conventional charging – but 
will probably need a deep charge once or twice a year 
depending on the weather (not always so sunny in the 

UK!).  The panel will charge the battery as long as it 
gets enough light (it doesn’t need to be a bright sunny 
day).  From a power point of view it is the same as 
mains and it really depends on your energiser not the 
source of power.

Some energisers can accommodate all three types 
of power. 

2. When should I use tape/rope/
wire/polywire or netting for sheep?
Sheep are escape artists! For them the grass is always 
greener on the other side! Sheep with a full fleece 
are very well insulated, so it is essential to ensure the 
energiser is powerful enough and the correct type of 
fencing is used, taking both thickness of fleece and 
distance of the fence into account.

Here are some general tips and advice as to what 
type of fencing should be used for sheep:
Electric Netting:  Good for short term and a short 
length of fencing that is used to keep sheep within a 
small area or for short strip grazing fences.  Electric 
netting is also ideal to create pens (perhaps at lambing 
time) if needed or for straight line fencing for strip 
grazing – for example on sugar beet top clearing.  You 
need to keep an eye on the grass growth around the 
base of the netting as the sheep will be reluctant to get 
too close to the netting to graze it down after getting a 
zap or two.   It is not advisable to use electric netting if 
sheep have horns. Standard 50m net (0.85m or 1.05m 
high (goat net)) comes with built-in posts making it 
easy to erect and move.  Additional nets can easily be 
added on to create larger pens or longer lengths for strip 
grazing.  Some systems have used up to 10 nets.
3 Reel/Line System with either galvanised 
wire or polywire – Strip Grazing Systems 
for Sheep: A 3 reel system is ideal for both keeping 
the lines taut, storing the fence lines when not in use 
and for speeding up fence moves. Metal/wooden start 
and end posts are essential for a straight line system – 
the metal posts have a three pronged base for added 
rigidness. Plastic posts are generally used in the middle 

section and again metal corner posts with insulators are 
available for systems with corners and more complex 
layouts. Seven strand flexible galvanised wire or 9 
strand braid create secure and effective grazing areas as 
they have high conductivity.  
Galvanised Wire on Permanent Stock 
Fencing: If a longer term solution is required it would 
be possible to create an electric fencing extra barrier on 
stock fencing that is already in place. Screw in or nail 
on insulators can be attached to the wooden posts and 
galvanised wire would be passed through them – this is 
then electrified by an energiser.  A three strand fence is 
the minimum requirement for adult sheep. If lambs are 
also to be fenced in more lines may be needed and the 
spacing may also need to be closer together. This type 
of fencing would be particularly useful if fencing passes 
Rhododendron or vegetation that needs to be protected 
from wintering hungry sheep.  Earth lines can be added 
in to fencing to ensure the sheep get a zap.

So does electric fencing really work to contain 
sheep…?  Well in short yes but the longer answer is 
yes but only if you maintain your electric fence!

In general it is not recommended that electrified 
tape or rope is used for sheep.  Although highly 
visible it doesn’t conduct as well as galvanised wire or 
polywire as sheep are so well insulated by their wool.

We would be delighted to answer any further 
questions you may have… just get in touch:

info@electricfencing.co.uk or 01620 860058
www.electricfencing.co.uk

ELECTRIC FENCING FOR SHEEP?
Rotational grazing for sheep or want to sure up an old stock fence?  
Meriel Younger from www.electricfencing.co.uk answers a couple of 
questions that are frequently asked with regard to electric fencing for sheep.
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Where to grow
You do not need a large area of garden 
to grow veggies. In fact, one of the main 
reasons for ‘giving up’ is too large an 
area being prepared and sown/planted 
only for it to be overtaken by weeds. 
Better to prepare a bed or two, or even 
some large containers, where the veg 
can be grown intensively.
Beds are best kept small, so they can 
easily be accessed without actually 
walking on them! A width of between 

1 and 1.5m is best, with a length of 
no more than 3 metres as you may 
have to walk around them to plant from 
both sides. They do not need to have 
permanent edges, but a simple timber 
edge keeps them neater. 

The soil may be improved over time 
by adding garden compost, or well-rotted 
manure, but most veg is very resilient and 
will grow in anything! When you first set 
up the bed, it is worth digging as deeply 
as you can, double dig if necessary, 

to alleviate any compaction. After that, 
there should be no need to dig again 
as you will not be walking on the soil. 
Organic matter, including crop waste, 
can be left on top, or incorporated 
lightly, to improved fertility.
Containers such as old buckets or 
wooden boxes are ideal for growing veg 
particularly if you have limited space. 
If the container does not have drainage 
holes, drill these out on the sides rather 
than the bottom, about 5 to 10 cm up. 
This allows for a small reservoir of water 
and the holes will not block as they could 
if underneath.

Fill containers with some decent 
garden soil rather than compost, if 
possible, as this is less prone to drying 
out. If you do have to buy compost, aim 
for a soil-based loam. Do not overfill 
them but leave the top of the soil about 
10 cm down from the top to give the new 
crop some early protection.

Place containers where you can easily 
access them, particularly for watering. 
Generally they want to be in an open, 
sunny location, but not where they catch 
the wind or the hot mid-day sun.

Growing in the main garden in 
amongst your shrubs and flowers is 
great; many popular vegetable plants 
are just as attractive. A tripod of Runner 
Beans makes a lovely feature amongst 
the perennials, as well as being in the 

Mary Larham explores some 
crops to grow on your holding…

Mary Larham
Teenage summers spent fruit picking 
led Mary to a life-long career in 
horticulture. After studying Commercial 
Horticulture at Writtle College Essex 
and gaining a range of practical 
experience she started her own nursery 
in the Fenland area of Cambridgeshire 
growing a wide range of edible and 
ornamental plants.   

Mary presently runs Manea School 
of Gardening, a Royal Horticultural 
Society Approved Centre for the 
delivery of RHS qualifications. Covering 
both theory and practical units the 
courses offer the opportunity for keen 
amateurs, those already in the industry, 
as well as career changers, to increase 
their knowledge and practice a wide 
range of horticultural skills. Email 
msog@btinternet.com for details. 

Back to Basics
Vegetables for beginners
The Coronavirus has been a big 

wake-up call for all of us.   

Limited trips to the supermarket 

- only to find the shelves empty of 

‘basic’ provisions, especially fresh 
produce, when you do get there!

Yet we have probably the best 

climate in the world for growing a 

wide range of fruit and vegetables, so 
why have we come to rely so much 

on purchased produce, particularly 
imports?  

The weather this spring has been 

exceptional.  And this, along with 
‘time-on-hands’, has encouraged 
many to try home-growing.  But with 

varying degrees of success!  
The seed companies have 

reported unprecedented sales of both 

vegetable seeds and young plants, 

and many of their on-line sites give 

excellent guidance on growing.  But 

even so, it can be difficult to know 
where to start, and what vegetables 
are going to give a reliable and cost-

effective return on the work involved.   

I have been growing veg. for many 

years and have never appreciated 

it more than this year!  Admittedly 
we have a poly tunnel which aids 

early production, but much of our 
veg is grown outside in beds with a 

micromesh cloche cover.  By the time 

of the Lock-down, we were harvesting 
fresh spring greens, broad beans and 
spinach, with our first New Potatoes 
and Asparagus ready by mid-April.

Here are my top-tips for easy-to 

grow crops, especially if you have 
little in terms of space or time!

Raised beds are a great way to grow both flowers and vegetables
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perfect position for pollinators. Swiss 
chard is as bright as any bedding plant, 
as are French Beans when adorned with 
yellow, green or purple fruits.

What to grow
New Potatoes
It really is not worth-while growing main-
crop potatoes unless you have a lot of 
space, but home-grown ‘new’ potatoes 
are something else! Place three or 
four seed potatoes on a bed of soil or 
compost in a large pot or old dustbin 
and cover them with more soil/compost 
as they grow.  Look out for First Earlies, 
such as ‘Swift’ or ‘Rocket’, and you will 
be harvesting in 10 to 12 weeks. 

If you grow your Earlies in beds, these 
will still be out of the way in time for 
other summer sowings or plantings – and 
the soil will be nicely broken up ready.

Spinach and Cut-and-Come-again 
Salad leaf crops
Spinach, Mizuna, Pak-choi, Rocket, 
Sorrel, and many mixed leafy crops are 
great for growing in containers. Sprinkle 
the seeds sparingly, cover lightly, and 
within three or four weeks you will be 
harvesting fresh leaves for salads and 
stir-fries. 

Buy a packet of seeds for the price 
of a couple of bags of leaves in the 
supermarket and you could be harvesting 
your own all summer!

Dwarf French Beans 
This is another crop that is always 
expensive to buy, yet so very easy to 
grow. 

Early sowings (March/April) may 
be made under cover, either in pots or 
modules, whereas later sowings can be 
made in situ. An excellent crop to get 
children involved, as the seeds are easy 
to handle and results are quick!

I particularly like the purple and 
yellow podded cultivars as they are easy 
to harvest – as well as being attractive 

enough to grow in the main garden.  
You must pick the pods as soon as they 
are ready though, to ensure they keep 
producing. They will crop for quite a few 
weeks, but with three or four sowings 
during the summer you will be providing 
your family with fresh beans from June to 
October.

Runner Beans 
This is probably THE most popular crop 
for home growing; I don’t think you will 
ever buy a decent Runner Bean in a 
Supermarket!

Fibre quality guide

Salad greens, herbs and vegetables grown in pots takes up little 
space and provide fresh produce without waste..

Flowers and vegetables grow happily side-by-side

Any old container will do for growing 
New Potatoes.  Just plant 2 or 3 in a pot 
and top up with earth as they grow.

Fresh spinach – and so easy to grow! 

Mixed salad leaf crops could not be 
fresher than when harvested straight from 
the garden.

French Beans: It is worth starting the 
plants off in pots or modules in order to 
get a quicker crop.

Purple podded dwarf French beans, 
such as ‘Mistik’ (Kings Seeds), make 
an attractive plant for the garden or in 
containers - and are easy to harvest!

Ê



From a sowing in pots or large 
modules in May, you will be reaping 
beans full of vitamin C, folic acid and 
iron from late July through to October.

I grow mine up canes spaced about 
45cm (18”) apart, leaning to form 
triangles tied at the top, with a cross 
member to form a long arch along the 
bed; this way they take up no real ‘bed 
space’ so can be under-planted with 
dwarf beans (for an early harvest), 
courgettes or lettuce. Leafy crops, such 
as salad, particularly appreciate the 
shade given by the beans as well as the 
nitrogen that they put back into the soil.  

Runners may also be grown up 
wigwams or a trellis, and with flowers of 
red, white, pink and bi-colours they are 
attractive enough to grow in the flower 
garden, or amongst shrubs, as well as in 
the veggie beds.

There is an increasing range of dwarf 
cultivars, such as ‘Hestia Dwarf’ and 
‘Jackpot’ (Kings Seeds), which are ideal 
for growing in containers and crop even 
earlier than traditional forms.

Courgette
As a child, I only remember Marrows. 
And whilst Courgettes may, in theory, 
be a smaller version of the same, there 
really is no comparison. All the ‘marrow’ 
family are easy to grow, but pumpkins 
and winter squashes are really only 
worth growing if you have lots of space, 
as they really need a square metre or so 
each and produce less fruits per plant.

Courgette seeds are best sown into 
pots or large modules from April to 
June, as slugs can soon devour young 
seedlings if sown directly in the ground!  
Planted out once risk of cold night are 
over - usually from late May - they will 
be producing young fruits by late June. 
Constant cropping is needed to keep 
them producing more – which is why 
they are such good value! 

Courgettes can be planted around 
60cm apart in beds, grown between 

shrubs in the garden or grown in bucket-
sized containers.  Look out for the new 
climbing courgette cultivars such as the 
dark green fruited ‘Black Forest’ and 
golden-fruited ‘Shooting Star’ (both 
from Kings Seeds), which can be grown 
up a trellis or fence; decorative and 
productive! 

Swiss Chard
I never grow enough chard; the young 
leaves may be used in salads, the mature 
leaves cooked as for spinach, whilst the 
coloured leaf ribs (petioles) are treated as 
asparagus. It will carry on producing all 
season; the more you harvest the more it 
produces!

‘Rhubarb Chard’ has wonderful deep 
green, red-tinged leaves with a deep 
red rib, whilst other cultivars have ribs 
of bright yellow, white, orange or pink. 
‘Rainbow Chard’ has to be my favourite, 
with a mixture of all the various colours of 
stems and leaves and is as bright as any 
bedding plant.

I prefer to sow a couple of seeds 
per module to get them started, due to 
my heavy soil, but they may be directly 
sown in the ground from April onwards 
for harvesting by late June. I was still 
harvesting at Christmas last year. 

Plants and Seeds as mentioned in 
the article are available from main seed 
suppliers, such as Kings Seeds, DT Brown, 
Marshalls, Moles Seeds, Chiltern seeds.

Runner beans.  The red-flowered cultivar ‘Enorma’ is a commer-
cial favourite, with high yields of long, slender pods 

Courgettes are such a good value crop.  One plant can easily produce 
a couple of dozen fruits during the season, if harvested regularly

Rainbow Swiss chard is as beautiful as any bedding plant

Root nodules occur on the roots of 
legume plants, such as beans and peas.  
These contain symbiotic nitrogen-fixing 
bacteria known as Rhizobia which ‘fix’ 
nitrogen from the air into the soil where it 
may be used by other plants.

TS
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Herbs on the Smallholding

M 
y journeys with herbs and with 
smallholding both have their 
roots in my love for gardening 

and, although they are developing on 
their own paths, they are paths which I 
am finding are increasingly inter-linked. 
I now run a small garden design and 
maintenance business, grow and sell 
herbs locally and am twelve months into 
developing the land we bought with the 
house into a productive smallholding. It 
has been a massive learning curve and 
there is so much more still to learn but 
when I look back at where I started it 
gives me encouragement to keep going! 

My introduction to gardening started 
around ten years ago as I dug up a 
square metre corner of my garden in 
suburban Reading and planted a range 
of edibles – beans, tomatoes, lettuce, 
peas, onions, and chives. Naïve to the 
needs of plants, everything was carefully 
planted into the wettest, darkest corner of 
what had been the lawn and, needless 
to say, most of it didn’t do very well. "I 
pottered around for the next couple of 
years, but the space in the garden was 
restrictive and my knowledge still limited 
so progress was slow.

In 2012, a change in jobs meant that 
we sold our house in Berkshire and rented 
a house in a small village in Oxfordshire 
to have better access to the M40.  It 
was here, inspired by the fresh air, that 
I took on my first allotment. A very short 
walk from the house, stunning plots, 
overlooking the local farm fields full of 

sheep and horses and sparsely populated 
by allotment-holders made it a perfect 
place to while away the sunny evenings 
and weekends. However, even with the 
improved setting the level of success only 
marginally increased; with trial and error 
as my only teacher and a habit of poor 
note-keeping meaning I was often left 
scratching my head to remember what the 
errors had been.

Must do better
It was at this point that I was adamant 
the allotment must do better in the second 
year. Without the benefit of experience, 
I enrolled on the Level 2 RHS course at 
Berkshire College of Agriculture to learn 
more about the science behind the art 
of growing. The more I learned about 
plants the more interested I became in 
growing, propagating and using the 
fruits, vegetables, herbs and flowers that 
I was cultivating. Each season brought a 
fresh opportunity to try a different type of 
planting, new varieties of old favourites 
and to experiment. I started to learn 
about different horticultural techniques, 
and it was whilst rooting mint cuttings in 
water that my love of herbs began. Who 
knew that you could make new plants so 
easily just by taking a cutting and placing 
it in a glass of water? Snip the few top 
centimetres off the top of a healthy stem, 
remove the lower leaves and pinch out 
the top and within days you have newly 
rooted plants ready to pot up. 

At the same time as this exciting 
www.herbsociety.org.uk

About Us

Since being founded in 1927 by Hilda 
Leyel, The Herb Society prides itself on our 
mission to:

• Provide information, knowledge and 
news on all aspects of herbs; medicinal, 
culinary, growing and more

• Bring together all those with an interest 
in herbs, from the amateur to the 
professional; UK and beyond

• Increase the understanding and use of 
herbs for health and well-being

• Provide a worldwide forum for the 
exchange of ideas and information 
about herbs and their many uses

Promoting the use and 

enjoyment of herbs

How I started on a fascinating journey

Drew Spellar,Chair of The Herb Society says it is a lifetime interest
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discovery, I made another – there are 
dozens of different varieties of mint to 
choose from! These two findings started 
me collecting and propagating mint. 
Each time I spotted plants for sale, I 
scoured the selection for a new mint that 
I didn’t have yet. Soon the collection 
was growing as was the number of 
plants I had propagated myself (the mint 
collection stands at 46 different varieties 
as of today!) and with an expanding 
repertoire of herbs to choose from aside 
from mint, I started to look at new ways 
to share them

The new-found love of gardening came 
about at the same time as realising the 
love for the countryside and determined 
to make the rural dream a reality we 
started to look for a permanent base with 
some land that we could call our own 
and develop into a smallholding. After 
deciding that Hereford looked like a 
good option, we drew a circle on a map, 
somehow ended up in mid-Wales and 
haven’t looked back since. In the three 
and a half years since we have been 
in Wales, the herbs have become an 
ever-increasing part of my life. I started 
to grow herbs to sell on a larger scale 
– at local shows and markets – as well 
as giving talks to groups about how to 
create their own herb garden and get the TS

best from their herbs. Looking for ways 
to expand my knowledge of the different 
ways that herbs can be used as well as 
to gain a better understanding of the 
benefits that they can bring, I joined The 
Herb Society in 2017 – an educational 
charity set up to promote the use and 
enjoyment of herbs. I thought that it was 
such a positive movement that I joined 
them as a trustee shortly after and we are 
now embarking on the next chapter of 
The Herb Society’s future.

Herbs are perfect for 
smallholders
Through shared experiences I started to 
learn that herbs are great for so many 
aspects of smallholding. They are often 
considered solely for culinary use and, of 
course, herbs are great for cooking with. 
Many smallholders enjoy home-produced 
food and nothing beats being able to 
nip outside and snipping off some fresh 
rosemary to go with a Sunday roast or to 
make a soothing lemon balm tea at the 
end of a hard day  but they are also so 
much more than that. 

As I have learned more about 
herbs, and start to learn more about 
smallholding, I am realising how many 
ways that herbs can help with aspects 
our on the land. Herbs can be beneficial 

in the vegetable garden as companion 
planting; Basil and tomatoes grow 
well together; Chives deter carrot fly 
and Thyme helps to keep white fly 
away. In the greenhouse or polytunnel 
Fennel or Dill can help to protect from 
aphids. There are even herbs which are 
supposed to help against slugs, snails, 
mice, and moles.

Herbs and animals on the 
smallholding also work together. 
Chickens, bees, pollinating insects and 
many other animals enjoy the different 
benefits of herbs, from the naturally 
calming effect of lavender in a nesting 
box or oregano in a chicken’s diet to the 
way that many herb flowers are perfectly 
suited to attract pollinators with their 
many small and brightly-coloured flowers.

Of course, some herbs simply smell 
fantastic as the evening breeze wafts 
the scent that has been warmed by the 
summer sun. Rosemary, curry plant, 
lemon thyme are all examples of how 
fragrance can be as important as any 
other attribute of a plant and as I grow 
the smallholding I will look to incorporate 
as many of these as possible into the 
spaces I create for those rare quiet 
moments we get to sit back and enjoy 
the fruits of hard work for a few stolen 
minutes. 

Fibre quality guide

Since being founded in 1927 by Hilda 
Leyel, The Herb Society prides itself on our 
mission to:

• Provide information, knowledge and 
news on all aspects of herbs; medicinal, 
culinary, growing and more

• Bring together all those with an interest 
in herbs, from the amateur to the 
professional; UK and beyond

• Increase the understanding and use of 
herbs for health and well-being

• Provide a worldwide forum for the 
exchange of ideas and information 
about herbs and their many uses
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Many more Smallholding 
related titles can be found at 

the Kelsey Shop!

BOOKS
Smallholder

Order online or call us on 
shop.kelsey.co.uk/shbooks

01959 543 747

£9.95 £9.95 £9.95

£9.79 £5.99 £9.95

£7.99 £9.95 £12.99
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POSTAGE FREE IN THE UK

Verm-X have arranged 
a series of talks on 
Thursdays after 8pm plus 
Q & A with holistic vet Nick Thompson. 
There are also available afterwards from the 
sidebar on Facebook – Videos so don’t worry 
you have missed any, you can catch up!
Topics include Why Herbs are so important for us and our 
animals and Gut health and herbs.

So let’s hear from Nick
What makes a newly qualified veterinary student with two 
degrees under his belt, not just question what they're doing, 
but question everything they've ever learnt?

Holistic vet Nick Thompson MRCVS explains why he 
chose a natural approach to animal health and wellbeing:

"My dad was a GP, and my mother a (human) nurse 
and they met in Oxford and I was the result. I was raised in 
a very - I was going to say it was a medical environment, 
but actually it was an anti-medical environment. We never 
went to the doctor. My mother was very into alternative 
and homeopathic medicine and herbs as well as nutrition, 
and we were raised in that setting. My father studied 
acupuncture at one point and was always wanting to treat 
with a minimum of fuss and minimum of pharmaceutical. 
It's quite an old fashioned way of treating medicine. I think 
I gained something from both of them in that way. I got the 
medical side from Dad and I got the 'what else is there' 
from Mum to a certain extent.

I rejected that when I went to veterinary college. I 
thought I knew better than that. I studied for six years at 
Edinburgh to become a vet and I did an Honours degree 
in Pathological Sciences along the way (all the ologies in 
short: bacteriology, virology, immunology and parasitology). 
When I qualified I thought I knew it all.

It was only after about six months of practice that it 
suddenly struck me that there were so many cases where 
medicine was not enough to get the results that I was really 
looking for.

After six months of working as a vet, I began to study 
homeopathic medicine, went on to study acupuncture, 
then herbs , all the while with interest in nutrition. That has 
blossomed more recently to the microbiome - the gut bugs 
essential to health. 

Each week, Nick takes on the role of The Gut Doctor for 
a Live Verm-X Facebook Chat, delving into a different theme 
each week. Always with herbs in the mix, it’s a broad 
spectrum of topics, with past chats shining a light on the 
subjects of pets & mental health as well as herbs and why 
they are essential for us and our pets.

FUTURE TOPICS INCLUDE 14 MAY 
A chicken keeper’s guide to egg-cellent gut health
21 May Antimicrobial resistnace. What is it?
28 May Travelling with dogs. An essential guide.
Find them on Facebook www.facebook.com/VermXUK/

Thursdays after 8pm plus 
Q & A with holistic vet Nick Thompson. 
Thursdays after 8pm plus 
Q & A with holistic vet Nick Thompson. 
Thursdays after 8pm plus 

Meet the Gut Doctor 
live on Facebook
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C
ovid 19 has meant we have 
had to take the decision to 
bring the two magazines 

together and we think that means 
that there will be benefits to both 
magazines as most smallholders 
keep poultry and many poultry 
keepers also enjoy gardening 
and other smallholding activities. 
For the moment we are trying 
hard to bring you the best of 
both worlds and we hope you 
enjoy the varied articles in both 
magazines.

In Practical Poultry this month 
we are looking at the perennial 
summer problem of red mite and 

giving ideas on how to prevent 
it, the importance of water 
and what to do about crowing 
cockerels when you live in a semi 
built up area. The Welsummer (as 
kept by HRH Prince Charles) are 
famous for their deep brown eggs 
and we also look at hens that lay 
coloured eggs too. You’ll find our 
breeders’ directory at the back 
of the magazine where you can 
source your favourite breeds and 
also our free classifieds.

Enjoy the read and do get in 
touch – we love to hear from you 
and find out more about your 
own chickens and poultry.

Welcome to readers from The Smallholder and 
to our existing readers on Practical Poultry!

NEWS & VIEWS • SMALLHOLDING CLUBS • EXPERT ADVICE
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Questions &  Answers
Email pp.ed@kelsey.co.uk or write to Poultry Q&As, Practical Poultry, 
Kelsey Media, 5 Yalding Hill, South Downs Court, Yalding ME18 6AL

Got a problem with 
your hens? Need some 

practical advice?
Let us know and we'll 
do our best to help!

Q  I have had three chickens for about 
five months and although they were 

all fine for a time, one now keeps pecking 
the other two. It is getting quite nasty, can 
you give me some advice on how to stop 
it?

A   Feather pecking – because that is 
what it starts with before eventually 

the skin is pecked and blood is drawn 
– is a vice that poultry such as chickens 
and turkeys can become addicted to. 
There is generally a reason why this takes 
place though because it is not a general 
behavioural problem.

You do not say how the chickens are 
being kept but boredom, lack of space 
and activity and/or lack of protein in 
the diet can all trigger this bad habit. 
Chickens love to forage about and 
scratch for insects and fruit so if they 
are confined in a pen or have an area 
which is denuded of greenery, make it 
more exciting for them by hanging up a 
cabbage or apple that they can peck at 
or one of the commercial pecka blocks 
that will also keep them occupied. Making 
sure they have an area whereby they can 
dust bathe will also help to keep them 
content. If this is not possible then provide 
one by placing some top soil in a small 
children’s plastic paddling pool.

Are they being fed a formulated 

feed for laying birds? Poultry, like other 
animals realise when they are lacking in 
something and birds sometimes start to 
peck at feathers because they need extra 
protein. For treats with protein throw some 
mealworms into their pen for them to find 
and in the wheat feed in the afternoon 
mix in some black sunflower seeds.

If their area is large enough place 
a couple of small straw bales in as this 
serves two purposes. One is they will 
enjoy scratching at it and jumping on 
and off of it and two, it will also give 
somewhere for a harassed hen to hide 
behind for a while. At night it is important 
that chickens have a good sleep and this 
is best provided by making sure that they 

are secure and in the dark, with no light 
pollution that disturbs them.

Quite often it is the vent area and back 
of a bird that is being pecked. If blood 
is drawn then the red will attract and 
encourage the perpetrator even more. 
Spray the area with an antiseptic spray 
or antiseptic powder so that this covers 
up the blood and soreness. It will also 
prevent infection from getting into the 
wound. Anti-peck sprays are available 
that taste nasty and these can be quite 
effective.

Spectacles – or ‘beak bits’ can be 
bought that fit over the beak preventing 
it from being closed properly. This stops 
the bird being able to peck at feathers 
but can only be used as a very temporary 
measure as they are illegal for any length 
of time. Tipping the end of the top beak 
can help but full beak trimming where the 
top beak is cut further back and doesn’t 
continue to grow is not recommended, 
especially in just a few number of birds. 
It is better to assess what is causing the 
problem and rectify that. Should the vice 
persist then removing the perpetrator for 
a while may be necessary. Whatever 
the cause it is important that birds are 
not bullied or harmed by others and 
good observation of the birds will show 
you at an early stage if such a vice is 
developing.
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F
eed is without doubt the fi rst thing 
we think of when looking after 
our poultry – what to feed and 

the different age requirements? However, 
alongside that fresh water is a vital 
ingredient and in fact, is more important 
to a bird’s wellbeing than feed.  Poultry 
need twice the amount of water to feed 
and it is taken in small amounts often. 
During the summer the amount increases 
to three times that of feed.

Water plays a large part in the 
formation of a chick, for a fertile chicken 
egg is approximately 65% water. As an 
egg is incubated, the level of moisture 
in the incubator equates with whether or 
not an embryo drowns or a chick is able 
to ‘pip’ through the membrane of the 
egg shell as a result of suffi cient moisture 
being provided to soften it.  Day-old 
chicks need to get used to drinking as 
soon as possible, so dip their beaks into 
the drinker to make sure they understand 
what to do. Even if under a broody hen it 
is worth doing this for they learn quickly 
once they have had a sup.  

Poultry need water for their bodies 
to work effi ciently, as it acts as a solvent 
in the digestion and absorption of feed, 
assists in the movement of nutrients 
around the body, controls their body 
temperature and plays a large part in the 
elimination of waste. Although the water 

The elixir of l ife Jessica Wombwell looks at why water 
is so important for poultry

Make do drinkers 
are suitable but clean 
them thoroughly

content of a bird decreases as it matures 
an adult chicken will still consist of about 
55% water. 

Birds could dehydrate
Some breeds of poultry need to be 
particularly catered for.  Those with large 
combs such as a Silkie male cannot drink 
from a dome lipped drinker because the 
comb would prevent it from immersing 
his beak and the bird would suffer from 
dehydration. For some birds a small 
tub surrounded by a wigwam of evenly 
spaced bamboo canes would allow 
birds to put their heads through to drink 
without them being able to clamber up 
and foul the sides or fall in. A small 
bucket is a cheap way of providing 
plenty of water but the handle should 
always be in the collapsed position 
because birds can get their heads caught 
through the handle and drown. 

Even if there is suffi cient water 
available the quality matters. Drinkers 
should be cleaned on a regular basis 
and also occasionally disinfected. Just 
swilling out a drinker will still leave a 
residue fi lm that builds up and bacteria 
can soon start to grow. Clean out 
drinkers with a stiff brush or cloth so that 
they are really clean. 

During hot weather this is even more 
important and the water will need to 

Chickens will drink more in hot weather 
and take advantage of wherever it is

be changed several times a day if the 
temperature rises suffi ciently to warm the 
water, whereby it then becomes stale. 
Tap water should be run until it is cold 
and therefore fresh as birds will not drink 
tepid water. The drinkers should also be 
placed in a cool, shady area. Poultry can 
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soon become dehydrated in excessive 
heat and a restricted supply can even 
cause breathing diffi culties. If it is very 
warm, birds may just relax in the shade 
until it turns cooler, often drinking and 
feeding during the evening. Housing can 
get quite hot during high temperatures so 
if birds are inside replacing fresh water 
often will be imperative.

Egg production could be affected
Chickens are sensitive to a lack of water 
and if they lose their supply, even for 
a few hours it can disrupt their egg 
laying process for days and even 
weeks. There should always 
be suffi cient drinkers for the 
numbers of birds because 
of the pecking order. You 
do not want some birds 
too anxious to go near 
the drinkers for fear of 
bullying. 

The drinkers need to stand 
on dry bedding or a dry area 
of ground. Even the best type of water 
container will be of no use in preventing 
disease if it is allowed to overfl ow and 
form stagnant areas. Place something 
under a drinker to lift it slightly from the 
ground, thereby helping to keep the 
contents from being contaminated. Also, 
prevent a build-up of wet litter around 
drinkers that are in poultry housing. 
Bacteria soon grow in wet, warm 
shavings.  

Free-ranging birds will drink more 
than those housed because of their 
increased activity. People often think 
that natural rainwater is the best source 
as an organically produced liquid. 
However, ‘natural’ water exposed to 
environmental conditions will contain 
all kinds of bacteria, some of which 
will not be benefi cial for the birds. For 
example, water could be polluted by 
wild bird droppings, a situation always 

to be avoided if 
possible as wild birds 

carry diseases that can be 
passed to poultry. It is best 

not to use water from lakes or small 
ponds for drinking as it could contain life 
forms which are harmful. Spring water or 
water from artesian wells should be fi ne, 
so long as it is collected and provided 
for the birds in a sanitary manner. 
Waterfowl are also susceptible to 
bacterial problems but do require water 
for bathing eyes and preening feathers. 
Fresh running water or a paddling pool 
cleaned out regularly is ideal for a few 
ducks or geese. 

Hidden dangers
If poultry are roaming free, check there 
is no access to any form of stagnant 
water. A dirty pond or even an old 
upturned pot can contain a germ fi lled 
water pocket. This could contain the 
bacteria Clostridium botulinum, which 
causes the disease known as botulism 
and is often fatal. The bird can suddenly 

This drinker would be better slightly raised to help prevent contamination Make sure birds do not fi nd water that may be polluted

die but in many instances paralysis will 
be a symptom, with notably, a lack of 
control of the neck. Rodents can also be 
a problem. Rats require water more than 
food to survive and during hot summer 
days will visit poultry drinkers if other 
water is not available. Rats harbour and 
spread disease and as they urinate up 
to 80 times a day, they may have done 
more to your poultry water containers 
than just drink from them! 

Water can also be a way of 
transmitting veterinary treatments to 
poultry. Enteritis in young poultry is 
treated by putting Terramycin in the 
drinking water and Tylan soluble in 
the water is given for mild cases of 
Mycoplasma. Vitamin tonics put into 
drinking water can offset stress, which 
depresses the immune system allowing 
disease to take hold. It is important to 
keep to the recommendations on the 
packet though because if birds do not 
like any of the additives they may begin 
to avoid drinking the water because of 
the unusual taste. 

Drinking from dirty puddles can be a worry Inset: Water polluted 
by the botulism bacteria and blue algae.
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O  
ne of the most common underlying 
causes of feather loss, over-
preening, pecking or even death 

in poultry, is external parasites. It is 
something we think we all know about, 
but how much do you actually know?

Test your knowledge of chicken 
parasites by completing this parasite 
themed crossword. 

Parasite A
What colour are redmite before they 
have fed? [1 ACROSS] 

Where is the best place to look for 
them? [2 ACROSS]

How long is their lifecycle? State the 
minimum length days. [1 DOWN] 

What is the name of the only 
veterinary product licenced to treat birds 
for this parasite in the UK? [3 ACROSS]

Fill in the blank. This treatment kills 
redmite after they have fed in two_ _ _ _ 
_ [4 DOWN]

Parasite B
What is the 
common name of 
these parasites? [5 
DOWN]

What two 
words describe 
the typical 
appearance of 
the eggs of this 
parasite? [6 
ACROSS]

Where are you likely to find the eggs 
– around the base of what? [7 DOWN]

In which area of the chicken are you 
most likely to see the eggs? [8 DOWN] 

Where would you expect to find the 
adult of this parasite? – on the bird on in 
the coop? [9 DOWN]

If louse powder is not working on 
a particularly high infestation of lice, 
what product could you use as a spot-on 
treatment instead? [10 ACROSS]

Parasite C 
What is the common name for 
Ornithonyssus sylviarum 
(3 WORDS)? [11 DOWN]

How long is the lifecycle of this 
parasite? State the minimum number of 
days. [12 ACROSS]

Where does it spend it’s lifecycle – on 
the bird or in the coop? [13 ACROSS]

What is the name of the tan-coloured 
dusting powder “earth” which can 
be used to treat and prevent external 
parasites, including this one? 

[14 ACROSS] 

Parasite D 
What is the 
common 
name for 
Knemidocoptes 
mutans? [15 
ACROSS] 

Where 
would you 
expect to find this parasite? [16 DOWN] 

For minor cases the leg can be 
submerged in what substance weekly as 
a treatment? [17 ACROSS] 

For severe cases, Ivermectin Can be 
given by what veterinary method? 

[18 DOWN]
After treatment, how long does it take 

for the damaged area to heal – One _ _ 
_ _ [19 ACROSS] 

You should now be able to recall 
some important facts about the most 
common external parasites of chickens. 
Now you know where each parasite 
lives and how long its lifecycle is, you 
can plan a targeted campaign against 
it. For example, if redmite are found in 
the coop, rather than on the bird, focus 
your cleaning on the coop and check the 
birds for parasites at night, rather than in 
the day. Clean the coop weekly, because 
that is how short their lifecycle is (from 
hatching to maturity with females laying 
their first egg). Exzolt is a fantastic new 
veterinary treatment for redmites, now 
available in small backyard pack sizes. 
A good long-term prevention idea is 
to apply diatomaceous earth to a dust 
bath so your birds can frequently dose 
themselves and take the powder back to 
their coop with them on their feathers. 
Do you want to learn more?
Find out how to keep your hens healthy 
and understand more about your birds 
and the diseases they can get.

C ontact me or join me for a virtual 
online chicken health course.

See my website for bookings.

PARASITES – How much do you know? 
Henri K-Sims says checking regularly for parasites on the 
skin of your birds and in your coop is essential.

Parasites	–	How	much	do	you	know?		

Henri	K-Sims	says	checking	regularly	for	parasites	
on	the	skin	of	your	birds	and	in	your	coop	is	
essential.	
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feather	loss,	over-preening,	pecking	or	even	death	
in	poultry,	is	external	parasites.	It	is	something	we	
think	we	all	know	about,	but	how	much	do	you	
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Where	are	you	likely	to	find	the	eggs	–	around	the	base	of	what?	[7	
DOWN]	
In	which	area	of	the	chicken	are	you	most	likely	to	see	the	eggs?	[8	
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area	to	heal	–	One	_	_	_	_	[19	ACROSS]		
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SUMMARY
A = Lice are host specific and spend their 
whole lifecycle on the bird

B = Knemidocoptes mutans = scaly leg mite = 
burrowing mite hence causes scale damage. 
Spends its whole lifecycle on the bird

C = Dermanyssus gallinae – redmite = biting 
mite. Spends lifecyle off the bird, only feeding 
on the bird at night when they are roosting 
in the coop. Can bite humans too, sometimes 
causing a local skin reaction.

D = Ornithonyssus sylviarum = northern fowl 
mite = biting mite. Spends whole lifecycle on 
the bird.

T 
he control of Red Mite has always 
been a huge problem for poultry 
keepers and they have spread 

through the country at an alarming rate 
over the years. Controlling these little 
mites is an ongoing battle especially 
in the warmer summer months. There 
are so many products on the market 
that can be used and do work, but it 
is almost impossible to eradicate the 
mite completely, it is far more 
important to keep their numbers 
down. The mites hatch every 
few days and it is the 
hatching young that you 
are constantly trying to 
eliminate. The adults lay 
the eggs and within a 7 
day life cycle you have a 
fresh batch of mites ready 
to reproduce once more. 
Because of this it is essential 
that this breeding cycle is 
broken.

Cleaning the inside of the housing 
with a good cleaner & sanitiser, such 
as Poultry Shield, is first important step 
as this will help to remove the waxy 
deposits and other dirt in which the 
mites live and breed. Red Mite love 
dark places and they 
can easily survive by 
hiding deep inside 
the joints and crevices, 
under the nest boxes, 
under feeders and 
drinkers and even 
behind hinges and 
door fastenings. Most 
of these places are very 
difficult for the poultry 
keeper to reach meaning that 
regular cleaning is essential.

The second step to winning 
the war with Red Mite 

Steve Brown of Biolink advises on how to get rid of red mite
is to use a powdered diatomaceous 
earth to provide long term protection. 
It is important to buy this from a trusted 
source as many diatomaceous earth 
products contain crystalline silica 
which is potentially harmful if you 
breath it in. Theseo Biolink’s Diatom 
is a brand that has long been trusted 
by poultry keepers in the UK and has 
been scientifically proven to be highly 

effective in eradicating Red 
Mite. Sprinkle Diatom 

around the edges of 
the housing and any 
areas near perches, 
also sprinkle Diatom 
into the nest boxes 
and around the 
outside edges were 
the nest boxes sit, 

making sure you cover 
as much of these areas 

as possible. We also 
recommend sprinkling some  Diatom 
on the top of the bedding. The secret is 
to make sure there is no way the mites 
can get to the birds without first walking 
through the Diatom powder, once they 
do their fate is sealed!

mites live and breed. Red Mite love 
dark places and they 
can easily survive by 
hiding deep inside 
the joints and crevices, 
under the nest boxes, 
under feeders and 
drinkers and even 
behind hinges and 
door fastenings. Most 
of these places are very 
difficult for the poultry 
keeper to reach meaning that 
regular cleaning is essential.

The second step to winning 
the war with Red Mite 

Chicken with red mite
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Hatching times
Duck eggs take 28 days to hatch unless 
they are Muscovies which take 35-37 days

Ducks are seasonal breeders, having a 
surge of eggs in the spring, often from early 
spring  and then tailing off for winter.  The 
more commercial breeds such as the Khaki 
Campbell are all round layers as are Indian 
Runners – they are also not good broody 
ducks.  If you have a drake and the ducks 
are actively mating and producing eggs 
then you can use artificial incubation to 
produce ducklings year round so that you 
are producing some point of lay ducks for 
early spring. 

Broody ducks
Domestic ducks on the whole 
are not the best of sitters and 
become very agitated.  Being 
calm around her and keeping 
noisy children or dogs away 
from her is very important.  
Some breeds (and within 
breeds, some families) are much 
better at hatching and parenting 
then others.   Somel breeders will use 
a broody hen in place of a duck to hatch 
duck eggs and this does work well.  Always 
ensure that, as duck eggs are larger than 
hen’s eggs, that the hen is able to easily 
cover the eggs you put under her. 

How to tell a broody duck 
There will be no doubt if a duck is broody.  
She will be wanting to lay a clutch of eggs 
so if you are collecting them daily, she will 
be getting more and more agitated when 
you take ther eggs awa.     If you want her 
to brood you must allow her to lay one a 
day until she has enough to sit tight to hatch 
them.  She’ll build a rudimentary nest and 
you will see feathers that she has pulled 
from herself, lining the nest. Her behaviour 
will change.

She is very vulnerable when she sits and 
the whole family will be even more so when 
they hatch.   She needs to be protected.  
Ideally you could move her to a safe place 
or pen but ducks often don’t remain broody 
if moved.  The only alternative is to protect 
her where she sits, which in some cases is 
not possible and so you will have to either 
try and move her or just keep taking the 
eggs away until she gives up.  If you can 
protect her then you need to add fencing to 
keep out predators, domestic dogs and cats 
and any drakes.   Don’t forget the winged 
predators too that love eggs and ducklings 
such as magpies, crows or raptors.   She 
will also need access to food and water 
(she’ll still need a small tub of water so she 
can fully immerse her head).  Her part is to 

keep the eggs 
at a constant 
temperature, 

turn them in 
order to do this 

and control the 
humidity – yours is to 

protect her.   
If she gets off them half way through and 

the eggs go stone cold then the embryo will 
die.  This may be due to red mite which 
should be prevented.  This is not such a 
problem amongst ducks that are bathing 
but does become important to a duck that 
is sitting. 

If you are sure she is not going back 
and she has not been off the eggs for too 
long you could try immediate transfer to 
another broody bird or to an incubator.  If 
she has hatched a few ducklings and left 
the others and you are in time to notice this 
before the eggs are too cold, this can work 
well.  Otherwise concentrate on the living 
ducklings and discard the cold eggs.  

Artificial incubation
This is where a machine replaces the 
broody bird and takes over the functions of 
keeping the eggs at a constant temperature 
(check the machine’s manual to be sure but 
usually around 37.5C (99.5F) for ducks), 
turns them and adds humidity through the 
water tray.  

The machine needs to be sited in a place 
where the outside temperature remains 
the same as temperature fluctuations will 
affect the humidity and temperature of the 
machine.  

The most important thing for artificial 
incubation is to thoroughly read the manual 
that comes with the machine and if you 
don’t have one then go on line and try and 
locate one. 

Machines can only do what you tell 
them to do so it’s up to you to tell them 
correctly. 

Types of incubator
STILL AIR - A simple insulated box 
designed to avoid hot and cold spots that 
is heated to a constant temperature by a 
thermostat. 
FORCED AIR – As above with a fan to 
circulate the air allowing several layers 
of eggs to be hatched at once.   Most 
incubators are of this type now.

Then you need to decide whether you 
want a manual where you turn the eggs 
three times a day (a big commitment as 
you will need to turn for 25 days of the 
28), a semi automatic where you do the 
same thing but by means of a little handle 
on the outside or the more usual today, 
fully automatic where the incubator turns 
the eggs several times a day.   This is much 
more convenient especially for people out 
at work but for children particularly there is 
a real sense of involvement in the hatching 
when you have to turn the eggs yourself.  

Incubators usually come with an in-built 
hatcher but if not then you will need to 
make provision for this separately. 

Before you use your incubator, you will 
need to thoroughly clean it using suitable 
sterilising solution – most poultry supply 
companies sell this and you will need 
to run it to check that the temperature is 
constant, that the fans work properly and 
the automatic turning equipment does just 
that. 

TOP TIP – Any ducklings not hatched 
under a duck are not waterproof so keep 
them away from swimming water they 
develop their waterproof feathers which will 
be several weeks. 

The patter of tiny webs
Liz Fairbrother discusses how to incubate duck eggs





Available now from

Classic Mixed Corn
for Poultry

Classic Mixed Corn
for Poultry

www.copdockmill.co.uk
01473 730246

Incubation Specialists

“Having used several 

different incubators 

I can honestly say 

Brinsea are the best 

from the point of view 

of ease of use and 

cleaning, reliability 

and most importantly 

hatch rate! Worth 

every penny!!!” 

Deb Howe

For full specifi cation visit 

www.brinsea.co.uk or call 0345 226 0120

Brinsea Products Ltd

32-33 Buckingham Road, Weston Industrial Estate, Weston-super-Mare, N.Somerset BS24 9BG

Celebrating
over 40 years

Egg incubator design

and manufacture in the UK

Brinsea Products, the Incubation Specialists, celebrate 40 years of innovation with 

12 new models each with new levels of hatching success, ease of use and value for money. 
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Ovation 28 & 56 Eco

Digital control 

Automatic egg turning

Ovation 28 & 56 Advance

Multi-function digital control

Automatic egg turning 

Humidity display

Ovation 28 & 56 EX

Multi-function digital control

Automatic egg turning 

Automatic humidity control

with unique Induced Dual Airflow…

…for optimum 

temperature stability 



www.domesticfowltrust.co.uk
Nr Stratford Upon Avon, Warwickshire // 01789 850046

Covered houses made

in UK since 1976

Penthouse range from£369 Octagonal houses from£599Aviaries from£569



June/July 2020 | 33

Keeping Cockerels “quiet” during anti-social hours

K 
eeping chickens as a hobby is on the 
increase; as are noise complaints, 
especially those concerning 

cockerels. If you want to keep a cockerel, 
(and you should check with your local 
Council - some do not allow Cockerels at 
all), and minimise the chance of complaint, 
here are some steps that you might take to 
help reduce the noise during “anti-social” 
hours. 

I use the phrase “reduce the noise” with 
a reason. Cockerels crow, it is what they 
do. Early in the morning they crow, less 
because it is light and more because they 
have an internal body clock.

We suffered a complaint made to our 
Local Council concerning our cockerels. As 
soon as we knew I began to research what 
could be done to reduce the noise and 
prevent the matter progressing.  

The no-crow collar
First and foremost I ask that you rule this 
out. It works by tightening around the 
bird’s neck when he attempts to crow, the 
argument being that it tightens enough to 
stop crowing, while still allowing the bird to 
swallow. In my view that is simple cruelty. 
Fortunately these devices are not readily 
available in the UK, but you can buy 
almost anything on-line. If you regard this 
an your only option, don’t keep cockerels.

Reduced head space 
This is another option that is sometimes 
suggested. You reduce the height of the 
space above the cockerel so that he is 
prevented from throwing his head up to 
crow. If you have experience of cockerels 
you will know that they can still crow in 
quite confined spaces. 

Black-out boxes 
The aim is to reduce the light and by so 
doing reduce the crowing. 

In response to the complaint we chose 
to place our two boys in our garage in 
“black-out boxes” from 8pm to 8am. 
The important thing to remember about 
the “black-out box” is that while it may 
reduce crowing, it does not stop it. 
In the first instance our “boxes” were 
standard plastic pet carriers surrounded 
by cardboard and covered with an old 
curtain – over time we refined this. (We 
are fortunate in that our garage is brick 
built and integral to our house.)

(Despite our best efforts we ended up 
taking the fight for our birds through the 
Courts. We won our case in that we can 
keep our two cockerels, but are bound 
by law to keep them in their boxes from 
7.30pm to 8am. It is important to note 
that the fact that we had taken action to 
reduce the noise counted in our favour. )

We continue to use the plastic pet 
carriers with an 
opening wire 
door at 
the front. 
The”boxes” 
stand one 
on top of the other, 
off the ground, 
and between the 
shelf on which they 
rest and the boxes is a 
layer of soundproofing 
foam. At night the boxes 
face away from the wooden 
garage doors with another 
sheet of sound proofing foam 
behind them and covered 

with a black out fabric. A small piece 
of soundproofing foam is placed on 
the very top of the boxes. The most 
important thing to remember is the need 
for ventilation. Blackout fabric is easy 
to buy, but most is coated so it excludes 
air. You can by blackout fabric that is air 
permeable, but you may have to look a 

bit harder, and check carefully 
before you buy. 

We also needed to find 
a way to reduce the sound 
escaping through the wooden 

front doors (with windows). 
A little research produced 
“moving blankets”. 

A Moving Blanket is a 
blend of polyester mesh and 

cotton that is used  to protect 
furniture in transit. When hung as 

curtains, or nailed to walls, these 
blankets can help absorb and reflect 

noise. They can be purchased on-line for 
surprisingly little money, but make sure 

you get those that are “heavy duty” 
and not cheaper light weight ones. I 

made simple curtains and hung them on 
net wires inside our doors. 

It is possible to sound proof a 
whole space. There are numerous 
soundproofing aids on the market – 
soundproofing tiles, boards and foam. 
You could sound proof your whole 
shed if you have that capability (but 
remember that bricks and stone are 
better at keeping sound in than wood).

Finally, there are soundproof 
boxes on the market with mechanical 
ventilation built in. They are made for 
dogs and could no doubt be adapted 
for cockerels, but they are extremely 
expensive. If you are clever perhaps 
you could design and make your own! 
For the rest of us the black-out box, 
combined with some simple sound 
proofing, is probably the best option. 
Good luck! 

Alison Ward gives advice from experience
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You are what you eatN 
utrition has never been more important 
to ensure that our hens are healthy, 
and we get the most from their laying 

throughout the season. Spending time at 
home gives us the opportunity to observe 
the behaviour of our poultry and see how 
diet changes can have a marked effect on 
their wellbeing and egg production. Lisa 
Mancell from Farmgate Feeds explains the 
importance of nutrition for the health of our 
hens. 

Hens really are what they eat and 
building your knowledge to give them a 
nutritious diet will ensure that your laying 
poultry gain the essential vitamins and 
minerals that they need. It can be difficult 
to assess the impact that diet can have on 
our hens, especially if we have always 
used the same feeds, but research shows 
that poultry lacking in adequate nutrition 
are prone to negative behaviour patterns. 
Finding a feed with the perfect balance of 
protein is essential to combat this; a lack of 
protein can be a reason for feather pecking, 
as feathers contain protein, and too much 
protein causes digestive upsets and grouchy 
behaviour. Mixed corn and greens are 
great complementary feeds and encourage 
natural behaviours, but on their own will 
not provide all the correct nutrients and can 
lead to eggs with pale yolks, soft shells or 
reduced egg production.  

We all invest the time and energy into 
our hens, giving them the best environment, 
but it can be difficult to understand the 
differences that altering their feed can 
have. You need to consider the size and 
life-stage of your chickens and alter their 
diet accordingly. For example, Bantams 
will have palatability issues with normal 
size pellets due to their small beaks and 
oesophagus. This makes it difficult for them 
to digest bigger or longer pellets that could 
cause them to choke. Bantams will also 
have smaller appetites so making sure that 

each mouthful gives them the right nutritional 
balance is even more important. If you are 
looking to change the feed of your smaller 
chicken, a fully balanced short cut pellet 
would be a great choice.

We are all conscious that our chicks need 
a different diet, but it is important to be 
aware of how crucial what you give them 
in the early stages can impact their future 
growth, development and laying capacity. 
For laying pullets, they should have a chick 
crumb until they are 6 weeks old, with a 
specially formulated diet comprising of all 
the essential vitamins and trace minerals.

A hatching chick needs to develop its 
vital systems – intestine, heart, lungs etc 

and the skeleton and muscles and then a 
covering of feathers. Without a healthy 
intestine, heart and lungs the bird could be 
compromised for life, so the starting period 
is key.

The rearing period is equally as 
important as the starting period, so from 
approximately 6/7 weeks of age a 
well-balanced poultry grower should be 
fed. Optimal levels of amino acids and 
minerals are required for strong, healthy 
growth, good skeletal structure and feather 
development. The chicken has evolved a 
unique skeletal structure which allows it to 
make short term withdrawals of calcium 
from specific bone storage depots for 
immediate eggshell formation, which are 
replenished shortly after laying, as part 
of the daily cycle. These bones develop 
most rapidly in the mid to late teen weeks 
of growth and are of vital importance to 
having a robust and resilient chicken for the 
years ahead. Investment in rearing nutrition 
rewards many times over in wellbeing and 
productivity.

With laying hens, a layer pellet or mash 
should be fed from up to four weeks before 
the onset of laying until depletion. Make 
sure the balance is right between protein 
and fibre – which is important to keep your 
hens full and provide good bacteria in the 
gut.

All our Farmgate layers diets contain 
the optimum levels of calcium, phosphorus 
and vitamin D3 that are required for bone 
strength and good shell quality. In addition 
to this, other nutrients are balanced to 
ensure excellent, consistent egg production, 
egg size and yolk colour. Farmgate’s 
natural approach to a vibrant colour in 
our laying diets is from yolk enhancers 
formulated from natural ingredients using 
yellow colourant extracted from marigold 
flowers, onto which we add red pigment 
extracted from red pepper. As a result, egg 
yolks will be rich in colour throughout the 
year.

Farmgate Feeds has an unrivalled 
range of products suitable for all stages of 
your flocks life.  This is supported by the 
Farmgate team’s wealth of knowledge and 
expertise on all aspects of poultry nutrition 
and welfare.

For more information on the Farmgate 
range please contact our Farmgate Sales 
Support:
Email: info.farmgate@forfarmers.eu
Website: www.farmgatefeeds.co.uk
Tel: 0330 678 1188

Lisa Mancell explores how nutrition can 
support positive poultry behaviour

Hens really are what they eat and building your 
knowledge to give them a nutritious diet will ensure 
that your laying poultry gain the essential vitamins 
and minerals that they need.

Lisa Mancell, from the Farmgate team



feed your poultry the

                               way

Est.

2005

Farmgate Layers Pellets offer a 
fully balanced diet, delivering you 
consistent yolk colour and egg 
size, every time

Includes:

9 marigold and paprika as natural yolk enhancers

9 vitamin D3 required for bone strength and good 

shell quality

Plus, a short cut pellet means it’s also suitable for 

smaller breeds of birds

Find your nearest stockist here: 
www.farmgate-stockists.co.uk  
or talk to a member of the Farmgate 
team today: 0330 678 1188

www.farmgatefeeds.co.uk
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T 
here are few things as satisfying 
as collecting the eggs produced by 
your back-garden hens; it strikes a 

chord on so many levels and, of course, 
they’re delicious and healthy to eat, as 
well! 

But you can add a whole new 
dimension to this rewarding pleasure 
by keeping chickens that lay eggs with 
more exotically-coloured shells than the 
standard tinted version. 

We’re all used to the pale, pinkish-
brown colour of the ‘common’ chicken 
egg. These tinted shells dominate the 
market here in the UK, while white 
shells are traditionally favoured by the 
American consumer. These, though, are a 
rarer sight in the shops here. 

But tinted and white shells really are 

just a starting point; the domestic keeper 
has more colourful options available, 
from both hybrid and pure-breed layers. 
Blue, green and pinkish, plum-coloured 
eggs are all a possibility but, perhaps 
most luxurious of all is chocolate-brown. 
These richly-coloured beauties are a pure 
delight, and one of the best producers of 
them you’ll find can be the Welsummer.

Farmyard fowl
This breed is a comparatively new 
one, that was developed in an area 
around the village of Welsum, to the 
east of Amsterdam, in the Netherlands. 
Originating from indigenous stock, the 
breed was honed initially by farmers who 
appreciated both the attractive and large, 
dark brown eggs, and the numbers in 

Welsummer
Chris Graham introduces an attractive breed that’s capable of 
producing one of the most spectacular eggs you’ll ever see!

BREED 

FOCUS

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

I

J

K

BUYING TIPS

A  According to the breed standard, the Welsummer beak 
can be either yellow or horn. It should also be strong, short 
and deep; in proportion, like everything else on the bird. 
The Welsummer is a bird of moderation; nothing is too 
exaggerated. 
B Single comb should be of medium size, firm and upright, 
with between five and seven spikes. The rear end should 
follow the line of the head/neck (not flyaway) and birds 
showing no sign of twists or ‘fishtail’ spikes. Face should 
be smooth and wrinkle-free, ear lobes small and almond-
shaped, and the wattles medium-sized, fine and silky. 
C Eye should be large, keen in expression, bold and full. 
Pupils need to be large and free from defective shape. 
Colour needs to be red; avoid yellow, orange or green eyes.
D Neck is reasonably long (in proportion with rest of bird), 
and covered in abundant hackle feathers; golden-brown 
on male birds like this one. Although not terribly common 
now, black striping on the hackle (and saddle) feathers is 
something to be avoided. Striping can be more common on 
silver duckwing versions.
E Back needs to be broad and long; particularly important 
on the female to help ensure a large body cavity to 
maximise laying potential. The colour of the saddle 
feathers should match that of the neck hackle as closely as 
possible. Often, as in this case, they are darker. Watch for 
undesirable feather striping here too. 
F Tail on male should be held fairly high, but not to the 
point where a squirrel or wry tail starts to become a risk. 
Needs to be large, full and well developed too. Female tail 
held quite high, fairly well spread.
G Well-curved sickles are an important Welsummer 
characteristic, as is their length. Both too short and too long 
(anywhere near touching the ground) are undesirable. There 
should plenty of side hangers beneath two main sickles.
H Wings are moderately long and should be carried close 
to the body. Black wing bars need to have a pronounced 
beetle green sheen (as does the tail), not a blue one. 
Check for white in the wings: a bad fault. Male birds can 
develop this with age, which isn’t a desperate problem. 
But young birds showing it shouldn’t be used for breeding 
(it can occur in the sickle feathers too). White feathers on 
the female are far less common, although elderly hens can 
sometimes show this.
I Legs should be bright yellow. Avoid birds with dark brown 
staining down the front, flat-sided shanks and those with 
a washed-out leg colour. However, bear in mind that the 
laying season will affect this; colour fades in late summer. 
Legs should be round, not flat-sided on shanks. 
J Each foot should have four, straight and well-spaced 
toes, each with a horn-coloured toe nail matching the 
beak colour. Check the alignment of the rear toe as ‘duck 
footedness’ can be an issue and is best avoided with 
breeding birds. 
K Check breast carefully when handling a prospective 
purchase. Needs to be full and well rounded. Avoid those 
with a concave breast bone. Males like this one should 
show red mottling on the black breast.
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which they were produced. 
As with so many other pure breeds, 

the precise details of the crossing mix 
used to create the Welsummer as we 
know it now, are somewhat vague. 

The book of British Poultry Standards 
suggests those involved included 
partridge versions of the Cochin, 
Wyandotte and Leghorn, with later input 
from the Barnevelder and Rhode Island 
Red. Others believe that there must have 
been some link with the dark egg-laying 
French Marans in there somewhere, too.

Anyway, it appears that we have the 
efforts of just one, anonymous Dutch 
farmer, to thank for the final establishment 
of the breed. For it was he who, just 
before the First World War, set the breed 
standardisation wheels in motion; a 
process which took a further six years to 
grind to a conclusion.

The breed’s arrival in Britain seems to 
have been more by luck than judgement, 
according to well-known breeder Edward 
Lobb, whose father was instrumental in 
the whole affair. “As a boy in the 1920s, 
my father used to go visiting markets 
and, at one of these in North London, 
he spotted some very large, dark brown 
eggs for sale that had obviously been 
imported from Holland. He bought them, 
took them home and stuck them straight 
under a broody hen and, amazingly, a 
number of chicks hatched,” Lobb recalls.

Bright character
The Welsummer is an upright, alert and 
active bird that’s available in both large 
and bantam forms, although in just two 
colours. The most popular of these is 
a very traditional-looking black-red/
partridge combination. 

The males present rich, golden-brown 
neck hackles and a matching colour on 
the saddle. The back, shoulder coverts 

and wing bows  should be a distinctly 
different, bright red-brown, while the tail 
is essentially black with a beetle-green 
sheen. 

The breast on the male needs to be 
black but with even, red mottling, and 
the thighs should show similar patterning 
(together with the abdominal fluff). 

When opening up the wing on a 
male bird, the primary feathers should 
be black, but with a distinct, brown 
edging to the outer web of each one. 
The secondaries show the same colour 
combination, but in reverse, so the brown 
edging runs along the inner edges. The 
wing bay should be a rich, chestnut 
brown.

On the female black-red, the neck must 
be an attractive coppery-gold colour, 
with a crisp, black stripe on each feather. 
The body colour needs to be an even, 
partridge brown, stippled with black. The 
breast should be a deep red-brown colour 
(avoid pale-breasted examples; salmon or 
fawn-coloured examples are bad news). 

The majority of Welsummer females 
will display signs of shaftiness in the 
feathers on the breast, back and wing 
(paleness down the centre) which isn’t 
ideal. 

Female wings are similar to the male’s, 
in that the primaries are black on the 
inner web, but stippled with brown on the 
outer, and the reverse on the secondaries.

The bird stands on well-proportioned, 
bright yellow legs, with horn-coloured 
toenails that match the beak.

The alternative, but much rarer 
colour is silver duckwing. This version, 
which essentially replaces the gold and 
red feather colouring with white, first 
appeared in Wales during the mid-
1940s, emerging as a pullet sport in 
David Ellis’ traditional breeding flock. 

Careful selection stabilised this version, 

and ensured that they produced similarly 
dark-shelled eggs as the black-red type. 
Birds were then distributed among 
enthusiasts, and the ancestors of these 
birds survive today, albeit in relatively 
limited numbers. 

Egg production from the silvers 
nowadays remains on a par with the 
‘normal’ Welsummer, although the shell 
colour isn’t usually quite as dark. 

The female duckwing has an attractive 
brick-red breast, complemented by a 
stippled grey back and a silvery white 
neck with black striping. The tail is 
essentially black, with perhaps a little 
silver stippling.

Left: Welsummer female; long back and deep body ensure good capacity. Laying 
performance isn’t what it once was, though. Right: A silver duckwing Welsummer 
bantam male; essentially all the brown/gold/red feathering on the black-red version 
is replaced with white. These birds lay just as well, but the shell colour is a little paler.

Female black-red Welsummer, showing 
characteristic golden-brown hackles and 
chestnut-red breast feathers.

Welsummer 
at a glance...
Pluses
✓ Fantastically exotic, dark eggs
✓ Easy to buy and keep
✓ Big club for support
✓ Pretty and hardy birds

Minuses
✘ Not all strains lay dark eggs
✘ Feather pecking can be an issue
✘ Egg numbers not what they were

Classifi cation
Light, soft-feather

Origin
Netherlands

Weights 
 Large male, 3.2kg (7lb)
 Large female, 2.7kg (6lb)
Bantam male, 1,020g (36oz)
Bantam female, 790g (28oz)

Egg laying 140pa

Colours Black-red, silver duckwing

Interesting facts: 140 eggs per annum • atractive dark brown eggs  Origin: Netherlands • arrived in Britain 1920's



Careful selection
With egg shell colour being such an 
important issue for most keepers, buyers 
need to be as sure as they can be about 
the birds they’re sourcing. It’s important 
to appreciate that shell colour can vary 
considerably from strain to strain; it’s all 
a matter of how well birds have been 
selected in this respect. 

Plenty of people buy Welsummers 
expecting them to lay deliciously dark-
coloured eggs, but are disappointed 
when the eggs produced turn out to 
be the colour of a Rich Tea biscuit! 
Just because the birds look like great 
examples of the breed (or maybe even 
win at shows), is no guarantee that they’ll 
produce good-coloured eggs.

The best advice is always to buy from 
a recognised breeder and Welsummer 
Club member. Also, take the time and 
trouble to visit the seller, inspect the 
birds, check the eggs and talk to their 
keeper.

Alternatively, if you’re set-up to 
hatch eggs, then buy some well-
coloured ones and incubate them 
yourself. Doing it this way, at least 
you’re sure that the birds you’re 
getting have come from a known 
starting point. 

However, there’s a practical 
flipside to the egg colour issue, from 
a breeding point of view. There’s 
a general tendency for the darker-
shelled eggs not to hatch as well as 
the lighter ones. What’s more, the 
same rule tends to hold true with 
regard to egg size as well. The 
Welsummer produces a good-sized 
egg anyway, but those at the large 
end of the size scale are often less 
successful as hatchers.

Well-mannered
The Welsummer’s farmyard roots 
help to ensure that it’s a reasonably 
hardy bird that’s generally strong, 
durable and resistant to disease. 

They are reasonably docile too, so quite 
easy to handle and live with.

Despite being officially classified as 
a light breed, these birds can be quite 
large (they are classified as ‘Medium’ 
in the Netherlands), and buyers need 
to be watchful in this respect. Birds that 
are really big simply aren’t a good bet; 
they won’t be productive examples for 
anything apart from the oven!

Fertility and hatchability rates tend to 
be reasonably good, although there are 
some concerns about a general lack of 
genetic distance. Despite the relatively 
high number of birds in the UK, most are 
derived from a handful of original strains, 
which doesn’t bode particularly well for 
the breed's long-term prospects here. It’s 
likely that fresh blood from the Continent 
will be necessary at some point, despite 
the poor egg colour issue. 

If buying birds, it’s essential to 

handle those you’re considering. You 
need to actually hold them so that a 
meaningful assessment of their weight 
and compactness can be made. If you’re 
inexperienced in this respect, as those 
new to the breed probably will be, then 
you’ll need to be doubly sure about the 
credentials of the seller (another good 
reason for buying on recommendation, 
via the breed club).

You should avoid birds that feel bony 
and ’loose’; a good Welsummer should 
be solid and well-fleshed, without being 
fat. Check the breast bone too while 
you have the bird in hand. It’s important 
that it’s straight along its length, and is 
convex rather than concave. 

It needs to be the former to help 
ensure a good capacity, especially 
on hens, which should also present a 
capacious and pliable abdomen; not one 
that feels hard and unforgiving. To the 

same end, it’s important that hens 
possess a long, flat back.

Much, of course depends on 
your expectations for the birds. If 
you have a hankering for fantastic 
eggs, as most would-be keepers 
presumably do, then seeking out a 
strain that produces them is going 
to be a vital aspect. If, on the other 
hand, you’re simply after a very 
attractive and manageable pure 
breed for the back garden, then 
you needn’t be quite so exacting 
with the purchasing process. As 
we always say, though, there’s 
little point in knowingly buying sub-
standard birds, whatever the breed.

Undoubtedly, the Welsummer 
represents an attractive and 
practical pure-breed option for 
the domestic enthusiast. Current 
population levels ensure that 
sourcing stock should be pretty 
straightforward and, with a typical 
trio price being about £60, getting 
started isn’t going to break the bank 
either.
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Brown feathering on the head of this silver 
duckwing female is something to avoid.

Undercolour should be dark, slate grey. 
Any lightness here isn’t a good sign

Welsummer legs need to be bright yellow.

BREED FOCUS Welsummer

trouble to visit the seller, inspect the 
birds, check the eggs and talk to their 

flipside to the egg colour issue, from 

shelled eggs not to hatch as well as 

Welsummer produces a good-sized 
egg anyway, but those at the large 

help to ensure that it’s a reasonably 

If buying birds, it’s essential to that feels hard and unforgiving. To the 
same end, it’s important that hens 
possess a long, flat back.

your expectations for the birds. If 
you have a hankering for fantastic 
eggs, as most would-be keepers 
presumably do, then seeking out a 
strain that produces them is going 
to be a vital aspect. If, on the other 
hand, you’re simply after a very 
attractive and manageable pure 
breed for the back garden, then 
you needn’t be quite so exacting 
with the purchasing process. As 
we always say, though, there’s 
little point in knowingly buying sub-
standard birds, whatever the breed.

Undoubtedly, the Welsummer 
represents an attractive and 
practical pure-breed option for 
the domestic enthusiast. Current 
population levels ensure that 
sourcing stock should be pretty 
straightforward and, with a typical 
trio price being about £60, getting 
started isn’t going to break the bank 

TS



Day old and 16 week old Pullets

SSolway RRecyclliing
Call 01387 730 666 or visit us at

wwww.solwayrecycling.co.uk

●MADE FROM100%RECYCLED PLASTIC●NOMAINTENANCE
● EASYTO CLEAN●MITE RESISTANT
●WARM INWINTER/ COOL IN SUMMER
● EXTERNAL NEST BOXES



T
he egg is one of our staple foods 
and one of the most versatile. 
Being also one of the easiest 

foods to produce it is no wonder that 
over 12 billion eggs are eaten in the UK 
every year. 

Having been used to either white or 
brown  eggs since time immemorial, 
there is a definite interest and even 
demand for the different coloured eggs 
that are now available. Pure breeds and 
some commercially bred hybrid birds are 
producing eggs in white, cream, tinted, 
brown, speckled, mottled, blue, green, 
olive and plum. 

Marans, Welsummer and Barnevelder 
are noted for their dark brown eggs 
and the richest colour will be when the 
birds first come into lay. The Croad 
Langshan egg is classified as brown 
but is also known as the ‘plum’ egg. 
This is because the shade is a pinkish 
brown with a bloom on it when newly 
laid – reminiscent of the bloom on a 
freshly picked Victoria plum. The hybrid 
Bluebelle also lays a brown egg but with 
a pink tinge. The Columbine hybrid has 
been developed using the Cream Legbar. 
As the Cream Legbar lays blue eggs the 
Columbine will produce eggs that are a 

Janice Houghton-Wallace looks 
at the breeds whose eggs have 
different coloured shells

greenish blue but with some 
being a pastel shade. 

In many cases you can 
determine which breed lays which 
colour eggs by looking at the bird’s 
earlobes. More often than not, a chicken 
with white earlobes will produce white 
eggs and those with red earlobes will 
produce brown or other coloured eggs. 
Of course there are always exceptions, 
for instance the Sulmtaler has white 
earlobes but lays cream to light brown 
eggs, the Sumatra has black earlobes 
and lays white eggs, the Vorwerk has 
white earlobes and lays cream to tinted 
eggs and the Scots Dumpy and Scots 
Grey have red earlobes but lay white 
eggs.  

RAINBOW EGGS

Prize winning dark brown Marans and Welsummer eggs on the left Photo: Hazel Smith Right: Champion Eggs – 3 distinct colours

Most eggs start as white as the yolk 
is encased in the shell and as it moves 
down the oviduct the final colour that the 
shell becomes is based on the chicken’s 
genetics. So only in the last few hours 

before the egg is laid does the 
pigment get added, creating 

the different coloured eggs. 
In most cases only 

when the egg hits the 
uterus does it then 
become coloured. One 
exception to this is the 

Araucana which lays blue 
eggs. The blue egg gene 

is dominant and is linked to 
the pea comb and an enzyme in 

the liver. In the Araucana the pigment 
oocyarin that colours the egg shells blue 
is deposited on the egg as its travels 
through the oviduct and at the same 
time it permeates the egg. This results in 
the interior and exterior of the egg shell 
being the same colour blue. If you crack 
open a blue egg and it is not blue inside 
then it was not laid by a true Araucana.  

Chickens that lay brown tinted 
eggs deposit a brown pigment called 
protoporphyrin on the eggs much later in 
the shell forming process than oocycnin. 

Left: Blue duck eggs  Middle: Eggs ranging from white to brown Right: Eggs from an Araucana crossed with another breed

Araucana blue eggs
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For friendly and helpful feeding advice,

contact our nutrition helpline today on

01362 822902 or visit smallholderfeed.co.uk

The Smallholder Range is 

continuing to support the 

work of the BHWT by making 

a donation from each bag of 

Natural Free Range Layers 

Crumble and Natural Free 

Range Layers Pellets sold.

What you feed your

little soldiers, starts with

what you feed your hens

We care about the type of ingredients used in 

our feeds, and we think you should too. 

Not only do we use the highest quality 

ingredients, but we’re also very careful to 

leave out all the other things which don’t meet 

our high standards. Which is why our poultry 

feeds are soya free.

Nutritionally balanced with added 

Omega 3

 Quality Non-GM Ingredients

Vegetarian Society Approved

Produced in our drug free mill



Because of this protoporphyrin does 
not penetrate the interior of the egg 
but colours only the surface of the egg, 
leaving the interior shell white.  

When an Araucana is crossed with 
another breed protoporphyrin overlays 
a blue shell, which results in a green 
egg and a blue interior. Marans crossed 
with Araucana will produce an olive 
green egg, while Faverolles crossed 
with Arauanca will produce a pale sage 
green egg. 

In waterfowl the coloured eggs are not 
so varied as they are generally white or 
blue. Goose eggs are white. Turkey eggs 
are cream with brown speckles – the 
speckles fading somewhat later in the 
laying season. If you collect a turkey egg 
as soon as it has been laid and therefore 
still damp, it is possible to wipe off the 
speckles. However, once the eggshell is 
dry this is impossible. Guinea fowl eggs 
are cream and triangular and tiny quail 
eggs are fawn with dark brown blotches. 

Such is the interest in eggs that egg 
shows are growing in popularity. Many 
egg shows will have classes for the 
distinct colours and sometimes for a 
specific breed. Egg classes for Marans 
and/or Welsummer that produce very 
dark brown eggs are listed in schedules 
and then another class for any other 
variety brown.  Sometimes there is a 
class for Araucana eggs but if not the 
blue eggs will come under any other 
colour eggs. 

When entering eggs in a show the 
colour is allocated 20 points out of 
100 if it is a good example. The colour 
should be even and in the case of 
mottled or speckled eggs, regular mottles 

or speckles are preferred. Mottled or 
speckled eggs are shown according to 
their ground colour and are not given 
their own classes as such. 

THE FOLLOWING IS A SELECTION OF 
BREEDS WITH THEIR EGG COLOURS.

WHITE EGG PRODUCING BREEDS: 
Andalusian, Appenzeller, Brakel, 
Campine, Crevecoeur,Friesian, Frizzle 
(or tinted), Hamburgh, Houdan, 
Kraienkoppe, Leghorn, Minorca, Old 
English Pheasant Fowl, Poland, Scots 
Dumpy, Scots Grey, Spanish, Sultan, 
Sumatra.

OFF WHITE TO CREAM EGG 
PRODUCING BREEDS:
Ancona, Fayoumi, Japanese, Pekin,  
Rosecomb, Sebright Bantam, Silkie 
(sometimes tinted as well), Sulmtaler 
(cream to light brown).

TINTED EGG PRODUCING BREEDS:
Australorp (tinted to brown), Booted 
Bantam, Brahma, Cochin, Dorking, 
Dutch, Faverolles, Indian Game, 
Ixworth, Jersey Giant (tinted to brown), 
La Fleche, Lakenvelder, Marsh Daisy, 
Modern Game, Nankin Bantam, New 
Hampshire Red (tinted to brown), Norfolk 
Grey, North Holland Blue, Old English 
Game, Orloff, Plymouth Rock, Sussex, 
Transylvanian Naked Neck, Vorwerk 
(cream to tinted), Wyandotte, Yokohama, 

BROWN EGG PRODUCING BREEDS:
Barnevelder, Croad Langshan (a pinkish 
brown), Dominique, German Langshan 
(brown to brown-yellow), Marans (dark 

brown), Modern Langshan, Orpington, 
Rhode Island Red, Welsummer (brown to 
deep brown)

BLUE OR BLUE/GREEN EGG 
BREEDS:
Araucana, Cream Legbar, the hybrid 
Bason BEL

Mating between different coloured 
egg producers, will result in the different 
shades of eggs as well as the mottled.

A black Araucana female             Marans lay very dark brown eggs               Salmon Faverolles females

A Welsummer female             Turkey eggs are speckled           Light brown eggs with a pink tinge

British Araucana Club, 
Secretary Dai Davies 
Tel: 01558 822243 Wesbite: 
www.thebritisharaucanaclub.co.uk 
Email: dai.araucanas@outlook.com.

Autosexing Breeds Association 
(which covers Cream Legbars), 
Secretary Mrs. A. Orritt  Website: 
www.autosexing-poultry.co.uk 
Email: asbreeds@gmail.com, 

The Marans Club, 
Secretary Matthew Jackson 
Tel: 01428 502 751285 
Email: matthew.jackson3@sky.com, 

The Welsummer Club, 
Secretary Mr. G.A. Williams 
Tel: 01364  73307 Website: 
www.welsummer.club.org, Email: 
ggawilliams@btinternet.com 

Cyril Bason (Stokesay) Ltd, 
for Bason BEL and other hybrids 
Website: www.cyril-bason.co.uk
Tel: 01588 673204

All pure breed club contacts can be 
found at the Poultry Club of Great 
Britain website: www.poultryclub.org 
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£64.95 + P&P

SEE FULL DETAILS AND BUY ONLINE AT:

WWW.CHUXAWAY.COM

Our battery operated solution 

incorporates a fully programmable 

timer, putting you in full control.

SCX AUTOMATIC DOOR OPENER

36 years Experience with Quails.
Varieties Available: Butler quail in 4 colours.  Northern Bob, Mexican, Tennessee, Pure White  Coturnix quail in 5 
colours, Japanese, Golden, A&M White, Tuxedo, British Range.     Grown on birds any age available 2 days old to age 
of adult. Chicks Collection Only 6 - 600 chicks per order from £80 per 100  Fertile Eggs by mail order or collection, 
6 - 600 egg orders.  Restaurant eggs available to the trade, domestic orders where necessary delivered, white eggs 
or spotted types

 For more information visit
www.quails-in-essex.co.uk 01245 422498 enquiries@quails-in-essex.co.uk

BlueBridge Engineering Company Limited Paslow Common Farm CM40JY

Quails in Essex

Buy online

AXT-electronic GmbH & Co. KG

D-99817 Eisenach / GERMANY

Phone: 0049 3691 721070 

ELECTRONIC DOORKEEPER
THE ORIGINAL automatic chicken door opener

35
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■ All-in-One Doorkeeper

■ Control by light, time or manually

■ Set different times at weekends

■ Up to 3kg slider weight

■ Very easy mounting

■ 2-4 years battery life

■ Accessories for inside-mounting + slides

■ Suitable doors with runners available

■ 4 years warranty, great customer service

■ Automatic feeders available

www.axt-electronic.co.uk 

*enter code in the shopping-cart of our webshop*enter code in the shopping-cart of our webshop

MADE IN GERMANY

*enter code in the shopping-cart of our webshop

5 %

VOUCHE
R!*

SH19-20

10 Year Guarantee Against UV Degradation
• Safe superior growing environment, no shadows

• Unique bubble cladding giving excellent heat retention

• Ventilation systems perfect for healthy plant growth

• Resistant against extreme weather conditions

• The strongest and warmest greenhouses for the serious gardener

• Excellent light transmission

• Low Maintenance

• Can be extended

• Available in a wide range of sizes 

All year round growing

Keder Greenhouses Limited

Newtown, Offenham, Evesham, Worcestershire WR11 8RZ

t: +44 (0) 1386 49094      sales@kedergreenhouse.co.uk 

www.kedergreenhouse.co.uk  @KederGreenhouse

Proven to withstand wind speeds of 140mph

For The Serious 

Gardener

We are not a poly tunnel or glasshouse company, but designers and 

manufactures of the proven, next generation growing environments.
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Goose breeds

G 
oose breeds are subdivided into 
three sections, Light, Medium and 
Heavy.

The Light breeds are of course the 
smallest and they include the best layers 
and the most active birds. 

All European domestic geese originate 
from the Greylag goose. Two domestic 
goose breeds are not from the Greylag 
but have the wild Asiatic Swan Goose as 
their ancestors.

These two are the Chinese goose 
(Light Breeds) and the African goose 
(Large Breed).

The Chinese goose is arguably the 
nosiest of geese which makes it excellent 
as a guard goose.  They are also 
recorded as laying up to 60 eggs a 
season though a Young Farmers Booklet 
from 1958 talks of a yield of 100 eggs.  
They weigh in at between 3.5kg to 
5.5kgs making them relatively light and 
as they have smaller feet than many 
breeds, they are less likely to paddle 
the ground to mush (if given sufficient 
space). 

Their meat is dark coloured which 
doesn’t appeal to everyone but has a 
lovely rich taste, a bit like a wild goose.

They are sometimes used to “weed” 
though they cannot of course distinguish 
weeds from garden plants so would 
be used at the end of a season or 
round large, established shrubs such as 
orchards or top fruit after fruiting. They 
are very noisy indeed, some of their 
supporters prefer to describe them as 
“chatty” but this does make them ideal 
for alerting their owners to any visitors. 
They have a rounded knob on the bill 
which in very cold weather can become 

frost bitten and they come in brown grey 
colour and in pure white. 

Another light breed, Roman geese are 
pure white and they have the distinction 
as being thought to be the goose that 
alerted Rome to the invasion of the Gauls 
two thousand years ago, thus saving 
the City.  They became very popular 
in the 1930s as although compact, 
they produce a good ratio of meat 
and are active, lively birds with a nice 
temperament. Good for smallholdings 
and large gardens. Word of caution – 
they are a distinct breed and it’s best 
to buy direct from a breeder as there is 
always a risk that you could otherwise be 
buying undersized commercial birds that 
also appear as small white geese.  They 
should have blue eyes. 

The Pilgrim goose is an auto sexing 
geese which means that the sexes 
are different colours making it easy to 
distinguish male from female (white 
gander, grey goose). They are a lovely 
table bird, good foragers that like to 
have a good sized area, are hardy and 
docile. Pure breed Pilgrim geese may be 
a little more difficult than other breeds to 
track down but worth the effort. Again 
be careful that the white gander is not 
a commercial breed as the auto sexing 
genes will be lost when he breeds with a 
Pilgrim goose. 

The West of England, which is from 
the Medium section, is also an auto-
sexing goose. 

The Sebastapol is an ornamental 
goose with frizzled feathers. Frizzle 
means that the feathers are curled. The 
bird cannot fly. It has fairytale looks but 
is listed as a dual purpose which means 

that it is a good table bird and it lays 
around 30 eggs a year. Because the 
plumage is loose and in some birds, the 
curly feathers trail to the ground, they 
need to be kept in dry surroundings 
and on good clean grass as they will 
otherwise get very dirty. They find 
it difficult to get the dirt out of these 
feathers. 

The Brecon Buff comes from the 
Medium section and weighs between 
6-9kgs. It was bred for smallholders and 
is very hardy and bred to range large 
areas. It rarely flies and has the capacity 
to be very tame. It produces a high 
ration of meat. As the name suggests, it 
is a very attractive Buff colour. 

Heavy goose breeds are really for the 
more experienced although many people 
believe that they are keeping Embdens 
because they have good sized white 
birds.  This breed therefore is frequently 
confused with a commercial white 
hybrid. The pure breed should have an 
orange bill and blue eyes and has the 
advantage of easy sexing at a young 
age as the males show as a lighter grey 
as goslings before both sexes become 
white. 

The African goose can stand as 
much as one metre high and is not 
a beginner’s bird and needs careful 
management to ensure they do not 
become too fat. They also need a pond. 
As with the Chinese goose they have a 
distinctive knob on the bill. They weigh 
in at an impressive 8 – 13 kgs but luckily 
they are a docile breed. They are quite 
pricey to purchase. 

The Toulouse goose is a heavy breed 
and can weigh up to 13.5kgs. It’s a 
French breed and has a distinctive 
dewlap at the top of its long, thick neck. 
Again not for beginners, this breed 
needs careful management to keep it fit 
and the loose feathering means it can be 
a target for flies to lay their eggs around 
its vent which hatch into life threatening 
maggots. It’s slow and timid and should 
not be kept with other geese who might 
bully it. It is a very stately, gentle goose 
and because of its size, makes a poor 
parent so best to incubate the eggs. 

The Grey Lag Goose The swan goose West of England Goose and Sebastapol

Traditional Roman type geese African goose 
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Here at BioLink we produce a wide range of market leading disinfectants, 
cleaners  and supplements to meet the diverse needs of 
the poultry and livestock industry.

Our team of BioLink advisors will help you get the most 
from our range all year round, saving you time and 
money. 

At BioLink we always make sure our customers 
are ahead of the game!
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For further product information please contact us:
Tel: 01759 303444      Web: www.biolinklimited.co.uk      Email: info@biolinklimited.co.uk

When it comes to
protecting your chickens
we rule the roost

“Simply the best products around for healthier happier chickens”
Email for your
FREE SAMPLE

info@aubiose.co.uk
info@aubiose.co.uk
www.aubiose.co.uk

AubiChick
SUPREME HE MP BEDDI NG PROVIDES

MORE WARMTH & C OM FO RT FOR LESS

PROUDLY MADE BY

• Pesticide FREE
• 100% natural
• Retains odours
• Easy to use
• 100% compostable

AubiChick creates a perfect soft
and cosy bed for your chickens.
It is more absorbent than straw
and wood based products, so
will keep your chickens warm
and dry, and means you use less
bedding. It is a fantastic natural
hemp product that can be
added to your compost heap,
creating a great fertiliser for
your garden!

AubiChick is suitable for all
types of bird and poultry.

Poultry Run

Woodchips
c ip makes an ideal floor

nn run or coop. It helps to

leean and gives your chickens

oound in all day long.

Available in 70ltr bags and bulk bags.

FREE NATIONWIDE DELIVERY

sales@barkukonline.co.uk

www.barkukonline.co.uk

Tel: 01767 834011

From as little as £5.99 per bag



• Thicker Roof Timber
• Onduline Roof
• Heavy Duty Felt Roof

• Fox Proof Base
• Extra Cladding
• Extra Nest Boxes

• Extensions
• Guaranteed for 10 Years 

against manufacturers 
defects

WITH OUR NEW WEBSITE YOU CAN CHOOSE ADDITIONAL 

UPGRADES FOR YOUR DELUXE POULTRY HOUSE

THE CHICKEN HOUSE  

COMPANY 01635 34920
VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE  WWW.THECHICKENHOUSECOMPANY.CO.UK

• 01635 34920 • sales@thechickenhousecompany.co.uk

www.thechickenhousecompany.co.uk
Call us for a Trade Price List

Find us on Facebook and Ebay too

Large Poultry House 

and Run for 6 to 12 hens (size dependant) • 

External Dimensions- 9 feet x 6 feet - 270cm 

L x 180cm W x 165cm H  (Includes nest box 

and roof overhangs) • Foot print of Base - 8 

feet x 4 1/2 feet approx  - 249cm L x 136cm 

W x 165cm H • 

It has a raised house for easy waist height 

access. • Pull out cleaning tray • Vents • 

Perches • Nesting areas 

• Ladder for the hens • Rear Door, 

Door on run part • Heavy duty mineral felt roof 

Excellent Poultry House for the 
beginner and those who would like 
to keep a few chickens in the back 
garden • External dimensions 
198cm x 75cm x 103cm. • 

Suitable for 2 to 4 hens. • Easy-
clean pull-out tray . • Easy-open 
pop-hole arm. • Double nest box. 
• Two perches. • 1/2 inch mesh. • 

Bonded heavy duty felt roof
 
Great Price  £219.00
Extra: Full cover available for 
this unit £48.99

CC058 CC047

SUPER SANDRINGHAM 

Galvanised Runs in various sizes
•  6 x 3 Run, £349.00 •  4 x 4 Run, 
£349.00 •  4 x 3 Run, £289.00 •  4 x 2 
Run, £289.00 •  3 x 3 Run, £299.00
Simple bolt together design, suitable for 
all pets. There is a large door for easy 
access with a covered section. The Mesh 
is heavy duty PVC coated. High quality 
green cover to protect against the weather, 
extra covers available on our site to cover 
the complete roof. Standard 20mm hole 
chicken mesh provided which is metal 
then coated in dark green PVC to blend 
in with your setting and provide strong 
weather resistance to rust.

METAL RUN ADDITIONS • Extra covers 
(£32.99 to £39.99) • Extension can be 
added to the 6 x 3, 4 x 3 and 3 x 3 runs 
(extra door is included in the extension kit) 
£114.99 • Additional doors £75.00 

Kensington Deluxe Chicken coop for up 
to 30 hens. This large house is perfect for 
the customer with a larger flock, 2 Sizes 
available 12mm cladding as standard and 
a 16mm Tongue and Groove floor means 
this product will provide many years of 
service. 
• 180cm x 180cm x 180cm (House Size) 
• 245cm Width with nest boxes • Pressure 
Treated • There are two treble nest boxes, 
one down each side for easy access for 
egg collection • Suitable for approx 25 
to 36 hens dependent on breed • Large 
main door at the front and two pop holes 
• There are also 6 lift out perches for easy 
cleaning • Ventilation is provided by vents 
at the front and the rear
Optional wheel base can be provided for 
easy movement - Price £175.00
£899.00

METAL RUNSKENSINGTON POULTRY HOUSE

SPECIAL PRICE 

£949

SPECIAL 

PRICE 

£449

• Suitable for up to 18 hens (minimum 
welfare standards)

• Measuring 9ft long x 6ft wide x 6ft tall 
279 cm long 180 cm wide 180 cm tall 
approx.

• As standard it comes with 4 internal 
nest boxes and optional exterior nest 
boxes are available (these will replace 
the internal ones)

• The House area measures 6ft x 3ft 
180 cm x 90 cm,

• There is a central pop-hole, double 
rear doors and lift out perches.

• There is also a large door at the end of 
the run for easy access and cleaning

•  External Dimensions 290cm x 130cm x 
180cm approx.

•  Suitable for up to approx 14 hens - 
minimum welfare standard

•  Solid construction.
• Treble nest box.
•  Large double doors at back for access
•  Easy-access full-height run door.
•  Walk in Design
•  House door and pop hole.
•  Heavy duty fittings throughout.
•  Lift our Perches.
•  Guaranteed for 10 Years (against 

manufacturers defect)
Please see our website for more 
designsOn Offer £949.00

IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR A POULTRY HOUSE IN 2020, LOOK NO FURTHER OUR DELUXE RANGE IS SIMPLY THE BEST

BUCKINGHAM POULTRY HOUSE
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Does smallholding have a future?
John Sones considers what changes may be needed

W ith regular news about abattoir 
restrictions and closures, 
reports of higher land prices, 

supermarkets launching a number 
of new vegan lines, the possibility 
of chlorinated chicken, increasing 
restrictions, Brexit and now the virus 
should we be concerned about the 
future of smallholding?

‘Veganuary’ has received some 
publicity this year and Kantar (a 
research organisation) has found sales 
of meat substitutes such as soya mince 
or vegetarian burgers and sausages 
were 14 per cent higher than January 
last year This may have an impact 
on what smallholders produce but of 
more direct and immediate effect is the 
restrictions on and the closures of small 
abattoirs across the UK as discussed by 
the Oxford Real Farming Conference 
where the  news of closures and 
problems with those still operating was 
not good news.

Small abattoirs provide a service 
not usually offered by the larger ones 
who deal in bulk. With high running 
costs and an industry increasingly 
geared towards centralised industrial 
food systems, many of them are 
losing money and find it hard to keep 
going. Suffolk where I live is a good 
example of how critical it is becoming. 
The abattoir that I used to use was 
attached to a butchers shop and ideal 
for smallholders. However it closed 
a while ago and now there is only 
one abattoir in the county. This has 
recently been taken over by a large 
company, takes pigs only and exports 
to China. To use it, a smallholder must 
have a ‘China Licence’ obtained at a 
cost through your vet so as to prevent 
any contamination of the exported 
meat. Suffolk smallholders must now 
travel further out of county. Giles who 
is one of our experienced members 
is a good example of facing difficult 
decisions. He said, ‘Our dilemma has 
been whether to give up on managing 
our very old pasture using sheep.  We 
have decided that if we and others do 
so, the likelihood is that smallholdings 
will increasing become absorbed in the 
general move to equestrian use which, 
in my view, is an entirely different way 
of working with the land. But we have 
decided that we will continue to keep 
stock and have begun to home-kill’.

However there are various conditions 
to home slaughter. In particular the 

Food Standards Agency website points 
out that ‘Home slaughter is the slaughter 
of a livestock animal by its owner on 
their property for their own personal 
consumption or that of members of 
their immediate family living there’ so 
it cannot be sold or even given away. 
The website also notes that it is likely to 
carry a greater human health risk than 
slaughter that takes place in approved 
premises. 

This is not for everyone as apart 
from carrying out the actual slaughter 
personally, it cannot be done for meat 
to sell or be supplied to an extended 
family.
 Could mobile abattoirs be 
the answer? 
Compact systems are available to 
purchase in the UK but they have to 
be financially viable which suggests 
reasonable stock numbers at a site. 
Stock can be slaughtered on site without 
the stress of travelling. Temporary sites 
would need pre-planning and booking 
and it is possible that smallholders might 
have to link in with larger farmers. 
However unless it is away from a 
holding where animals are kept, there 
could be issues such as bringing stock 
for slaughter onto another holding and 
also it won’t then eliminate all travel. 
In England, Fir Farm in Gloucestershire 
is seriously considering the initiative 
and would be the first to operate one. 
As part of their preparation, 92% 
of consumers surveyed agreed that 
they would be prepared to pay more 
for animals slaughtered on the farm 
where they had spent their lives. More 
information on closures and the proposal 
for mobile abattoirs can be found on the 
‘Sustainable Food Trust’ website.

Fears (and hopes) for 
smallholding
There may be concern over rising land 
prices but research by Savills indicates 
that over the past two years, farmland 
prices have remained steady and are 
not at the highest that they have been. 
To keep your costs down, consider 
buying a holding that needs work that 
you are competent to do and plan long 
term.

Looking at the wider picture, there 
are fears Brexit may allow chlorinated 
chicken into the UK once the process is 
completed. Washing chicken in chlorine 
and other disinfectants to remove 

harmful bacteria was a practice banned 
by the European Union (EU) in 1997 
over food safety concerns. The ban 
has stopped virtually all imports of US 
chicken meat which is generally treated 
by this process. The main reason was 
because the EU believes that relying 
on a chlorine rinse at the end of the 
meat production process could be a 
way of compensating for poor hygiene 
standards such as dirty or crowded 
abattoirs.  So traceable chicken would 
be a great advantage and smallholders 
can oblige!

A source of increasing restrictions 
is the management of waste. You are 
responsible for making sure you comply 
with the rules designed to prevent 
pollution and can be prosecuted and 
fined if you don’t. You also need to 
know if you are in a Nitrate Vulnerable 
Zone (NVZ) because if you are the rules 
will be stricter. 

Cause for optimism
So what of the future? The current 
situation has made people value more 
highly locally produced and sometimes 
delivered produce. Some are also 
taking up growing vegetables and 
even buying chickens with the numbers 
of re-homed ex battery hens suddenly 
soaring. We are having to think much 
more about what we are going to eat 
and how to get it. By keeping aware of 
changing circumstances, smallholders 
can be ready to take advantage of new 
opportunities. Just as large farmers are 
seeking to adapt and diversify so must 
they. By maintaining high standards 
and having a traceable source will 
keep up the value of what they sell. 
There may be a need to rebalance 
what is produced, perhaps more grown 
produce and less meat or even go 
organic. 

As we saw in my previous article, 
smallholding has adapted over the last 
century or more to changes in rules and 
what society wants and I do not see 
that it is going to stop doing so anytime 
soon. There is a saying that ‘Necessity 
is the mother of invention’. We are 
seeing it now and I think we will even 
more so in the future which will bring 
about a stronger modern take on a very 
long tradition. 

https://sustainablefoodtrust.org
https://www.savills.co.uk/property-
values/rural-land-values.aspx
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WHY THE HUMANE SLAUGHTER ASSOCIATION 

IS SO IMPORTANT FOR SMALLHOLDERS

I 
n January 2020, Dr Huw took up the 
reins as the new CEO of the HSA, 
having been a member of the senior 

management team at the charity since 
September 2014 when he joined as the 
Senior Scientific Programme Manager, a 
role in which he helped to develop the 
research and educational activities of the 
charity as well as working on the general 
management of the organisation.  

On setting out his vision for the future 
of the charity, Huw said: “The HSA fulfils 
a unique role in promoting the humane 
treatment of animals ‘beyond the farm 
gate’ – not just at the point of slaughter, 
but also during transport, marketing 
and when livestock has to be killed in 
emergencies: all times when farmed 
animals can be at risk of poor welfare. 
Through research, education and training, 
and by offering independent, evidence-
based advice, the HSA makes a huge 
difference to the welfare of countless 
animals around the world and I’m proud 
and excited to be taking this work 
forward alongside my expert colleagues” 

Strong voice on animal welfare 
beyond the farm gate
“I’m keen to ensure we have a strong and 
authoritative voice on the many animal 
welfare issues that face farmed animals 
during transport, marketing and slaughter. 
We will continue our invaluable work as 
a trusted advisor to the meat and livestock 
industry, which regularly seeks our advice 
on best practice. We will also continue 
to have dialogue with policymakers 
and regulators to promote the highest 
standards of welfare for farmed animals 
between the farm gate and slaughter. 

I also want to ensure we play a central 
role in explaining animal welfare issues 
to the public. There is a great deal of 
misinformation and confusion about the 
welfare of animals at the time of slaughter, 
but also amongst many a real desire to 
understand how to make choices which 
maximise animal welfare, so I’m excited 
by the opportunity we have to help people 
make informed choices and to dispel 
some common myths.”

Welfare for neglected species
“As a forward-thinking charity, a principal 
focus of the HSA’s work is to support 
fundamental scientific research into 
advancing humane slaughter methods. 
Over the coming year, the HSA will be 

committing the largest sum it has ever 
awarded for research which will be aimed 
at developing or improving humane 
slaughter processes for neglected species 
including crustaceans (crabs and lobsters), 
cephalopods (octopus and squid) and 
commonly-farmed fish species which 
currently lack well-validated stunning 
methods. As we move forward, I will be 
looking to support more ground-breaking 
research that directly benefits millions of 
animals. 

The HSA is an international charity 
and I am keen to support and expand our 
work to develop our overseas outreach. 
The HSA already makes a huge difference 
to the welfare of countless animals around 
the world and it is my ambition that this 
work will not only continue but expand. 
Of course, all of this takes money, so 
to those of you who already support 
our work as members or supporters, 
thank you! To those of you who don’t, 
please consider helping us continue our 
invaluable work – we cannot do this 
without your support.” 

At the present time, Covid-19 
(coronavirus) has caused a global 
pandemic which will have a long-lasting 
impact on us all, from the way we interact, 
to our livelihoods and our economy.

Huw added: “In these extraordinary 
times the HSA has been and will continue 
to try our best to continue supporting the 
welfare of animals during marketing, 
transport and at the time of slaughter. We 
are confident that we can continue our 
activities in these difficult times.

Many of our staff are working remotely 
but will be available to provide animal 
welfare advice and assistance as well as 
guidance on our research funding and 
other activities.

We have cancelled all our face-to-face 
meetings and activities but if you need to 
speak to us we will be more than happy 
to arrange a virtual meeting. We wish all 
of you the very best at this difficult time.”

If you would like to help the HSA, 
your donation, whatever the amount, 
will help make a real difference to the 
welfare of millions of animals worldwide.

You can make a donation online at 
www.hsa.org.uk/support, send a cheque 
or postal order payable to HSA, or 
download a form on our website to make 
a donation by debit or credit card. If 
you have any queries or would like more 
information about the HSA or its work, 
please contact us. Thank you.

Humane Slaughter Association,
The Old School,
Brewhouse Hill,
Wheathampstead,
Hertfordshire,
AL4 8AN,
United Kingdom
Tel: +44 (0)1582 831919

A practical organisation with scientific foundations

 Smallholders will find practical 
information on poultry slaughter 
which is so often asked about in this 
magazine,  plus all livestock, handling 
and travel advice.  Take a look at the 
website https://www.hsa.org.uk/ 



WILL YOU HELP US

TO IMPROVE THE WELFARE

OF FOOD ANIMALS?

Please give what you can

www.hsa.org.uk
Registered Charity in England no 1159690 : Charitable Incorporated Organisation

Caring beyond the farm gate

Humane Slaughter Association
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J
eff Howard, founder and owner 
of Siromer Tractors knew that his 
affordable and reliable tractors 

had no limits and spent several years 
searching for the best equipment to 
accompany his nimble tractors. Jeff has 
always preferred compact tractors for their 
improved manoeuvrability, fuel sipping 
characteristics and of course their lower 
cost. 

Jeff’s research took him to Italy. Farms 
tend to be smaller and hillier and require 
the use of smaller equipment. He found 
‘mini balers’ that could be operated with 
tractors as small as 20 horsepower, they 
were exceptionally well engineered and 
built. He liked them so much, he didn’t just 
buy one, he decided to start manufacturing 
and selling them. 

The team at Siromer added not only 
the mini baler, but a complete range of 
haymaking equipment. The full package 
was met with huge success. Hay making 
became an achievable option for 
smallholders and compact tractor owners, 
another lucrative string to their bow. Many 
small farmers found that this compact way 
of working was the best choice for getting 
hay into their barn. 

The mini round baler works on the 
same principle as its bigger cousin; rolling 
hay inside a chamber, wrapping the bale 
with twine and then ejecting it out the 
rear of the machine.  These balers can 
be run with ease in tight and even oddly-
shaped areas. They are especially handy 
for baling in small temporarily fenced 
paddocks used for rotational grazing. 
Since they are so light weight, they can 
also be pulled safely on hillsides and 
slopes. This makes these balers a perfect 
choice for many small farms.

The size of the mini round bale is 
roughly the same as the small square 
bales most people are used to seeing; 
they generally weigh 15-25 kilos. Bales 
of this size are perfect for feeding smaller 
livestock like goats and sheep. The bales 
are easy to stack and the spaces left 
between allow for ventilation between 
bales once in the barn. 

The Siromer mini baler has three 
density settings allowing for the user to 
manage what weight of bale is preferred. 
The round baler is connected to the tractor 
by the 3–point linkage. It has a standard 
category one 3-point linkage which is the 
most common linkage on comp act tractors. 

ADVANTAGES OF 
THE MINI ROUND BALER:
• Very low horsepower requirement – A 
mini round baler needs only around 20 
horsepower to operate.
• Lighter weight – Round balers weigh 
much less than square balers. This means 
they are safe to operate on hills, and 
tractors of any size can easily pull them. 
• Simpler design – Round balers are 
simpler machines, with fewer adjustments 
required and fewer parts to break.
• Smoother operation – Square balers 
“kick” up to 90 times per minute. On a 
small tractor this constant jerking motion 
can be troublesome and tiring. 
• Small size – In storage it will take up 
about a quarter as much space as a 
square baler.
• Better weather resistance –If there is 
any chance the bales may stay in the 
field for an extended period of time, mini 
round bales will hold up much better in 
the rain and dew. 

■ You can find more information on our 
full range of hay making equipment and 
of course, our tractors at www.siromer.
online or call 01253 799029

SIROMER TRACTORS!
Is there anything your compact tractor can’t do? Do you know that you 
can now bale hay with your versatile compact tractor? 



www.siromer.online

With you every turn of the wheel

01 253 799 029

Call for more details and a free brochure

A huge range of equipment in stock

First rate support. Siromer tractors are supported by a nationwide network of

agricultural engineers, offering everything; sales, servicing and tractor asssembly.

A ful ly stocked UK parts department dispatches parts on a next day basis,

keeping you up and running whatever happens.

Peace of mind. There are over 4000 Siromer tractor owners in the UK,

meaning we are confident you are less than 1 0 miles from a Siromer

Owner. Call and ask for your nearest Siromer owner and if they're over 1 0

miles from your address Siromer wil l discount your tractor by £1 0 for each

mile to the nearest customer.

Incredible value tractors and equipment. Established in 1 999 Siromer

revolutionised the tractor market with the first flatpack tractor. Siromer tractors are

available flatpacked or pre-assembled. Supplying 25-75hp tractors and a huge

range of equipment Siromer provide value for money tractor and equipment

package solutions to discerning customers.

TRACTORS

& EQUIPMENT
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A re you looking for goats to start 
your milking project? Or is your 
goat misbehaving while being 

milked? I have some tips to make your life 
easier and the whole experience more 
pleasurable for you and your goat.

Choosing the right goats
If you have adult goats, you can check 
their udders to make sure that they do 
not have lumps or soreness that could 
indicate mastitis, a painful infection of the 
udder. It is important not to breed from 
goats that suffer from mastitis as they may 
not be able to feed their kids. Even if 
goats have recovered from the disease, it 
could easily reoccur at the next kidding. 
I also check that all new goats have 
two well-formed teats. Sometimes there 
are extra teats, divided teats or other 
malformations. These can hinder milking 
and make it difficult or impossible for kids 
to suckle. Females should have a firmly 

attached udder that does not hang below 
her hocks. Low-slung teats may suffer 
injuries and acquire infections easily. Kids 
or does that have never kidded will not 
show an udder yet, but you can get an 
idea of how they will develop by looking 
at their mothers. A full set of strong teeth 
is important too, as efficient feeding is 
necessary for milk production.

Milking requires close personal contact 
with humans, so you will need goats that 
are used to people and not frightened of 
being handled. Many goats are shy of 
strangers, so you may need to assess any 
potential purchases by looking at their 
behaviour towards their owners.

What issues can arise?
Some goats take to being milked quite 
readily, while others will kick and avoid 
being touched. Many of us have lost 
a pail of milk to a kick or a hoof in 
the bucket. However, restraint can be 

frightening for goats – as prey animals, 
they fear being captured. So, I do not 
recommend tying the back legs. It is 
preferable to look at why the goat is 
kicking and find a solution that calms her 
down.

Photo by Siggy Nowak/Pixabay

Happy Goat Milking
Tamsin Cooper’s tips for easy 
and harmonious milking

Hand milking technique:
• Preferably, sit on the right side 
 of the goat
• Clean and dry the teats
• Take hold of the base of the teat
• Squeeze with thumb and forefinger
• Close the other three fingers and   
 squeeze them in turn
• Release the teat after milk is expelled
• Repeat this in a rhythmic way
• Use both hands alternating on 
 each teat
• Milk quickly and evenly
• Dip teats in iodine after milking

Tamsin Cooper is a smallholder in 
north-west France, where she keeps 
and writes about goats. She follows the 
latest research in animal behaviour and 
welfare, and mentors online courses. 

Find her at www.goatwriter.com
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Fear of handling can arise due to 
traumatic past events involving humans 
or simply lack of experience with people. 
Only time and a lot of patience will teach 
the goat to trust you. If you go about 
feeding and routine jobs calmly without 
confronting her or trying too hard to 
befriend her, she will get used to your 
presence. You can tempt her with treats, 
but let her come to you, rather than trying 
to approach her. Once she feeds from 
the hand, more patience will be required 
before she is comfortable to let you touch 
her. If the goat is young, this can be quite 
successful, but some goats may never 
accept such intimate contact.

Friendly goats still may kick due to 
pain, discomfort, worry or boredom. 
Mastitis, teat blockages or injuries will 
make milking painful, so check for lumps, 
hotness or swelling, as these conditions 
will need treatment. If the udder is very 
full, it will be tight and difficult to start 
flowing. As you work to relieve the 
pressure, your goat will suffer discomfort 
and even pain. You may need to milk 
more often to catch the udder before it 
is so full. Cold hands on the udder are 
unpleasant, as you can imagine. If she is 
new to milking, she may be concerned 
about this new procedure – a little like 
how we feel at the dentist! Training can 
help her to overcome that fear. She is 
sensitive to your mood, so if you are 
impatient or grumpy, that will make her 
more agitated. Finally, she may just be 
bored and irritated by being trapped in 
a milking stand. Here food is the great 
persuader!

Preparing the milking stand
A milking stand makes life much more 
comfortable for both of you. If she is on a 
raised platform, you can sit comfortably at 
her side. Find a pail that is easy for you 
to handle and does not bang on her legs.

A calm spot where you will not be 
disturbed is ideal. Site your milking stand 
on a flat surface. Make sure it is sturdy 
and does not wobble – check that fixings 
are tight. Also check for any sharp edges 

or points. Rubber matting provides a non-
slip surface to the platform. These steps 
will help her feel secure on the equipment.

Training
Goats need time to feel comfortable with 
new places, equipment and procedures. 
Before attempting to milk them, introduce 
them to the milking area and let them 
explore the stand. Give them a treat when 
they climb onto the platform. In this way, 
they develop positive associations with 
the location and equipment. If you can do 
this when they are still young, even better. 
I know of a dairy where the youngsters 
climb up into the parlour to “practice” 
entering the milk stations alongside their 
dams.

Most milking stands have a place to 
feed with a head lock. You can feed them 
here without putting on the lock so they 
learn to position themselves conveniently. 
You can also gradually try to stroke the 
udder to get them used to being touched, 
but without restraining them, so they can 
escape if it gets too much. Once they are 
confident in the situation, you can add the 
head lock.

Environment
The milking stand should never be used 
for hoof trimming or healthcare treatments 
because goats can find these quite 
distressing. You would not want to create 
any negative associations with the milking 
area. The stands themselves are useful 
for these procedures, but another stand 

could be set up elsewhere specially for 
treatments.

Routine is also very important to 
goats, and unexpected changes to their 
surroundings can worry them. Try milking 
at the same time every day, in the same 
place, by the same person. The milking 
parlour needs to be safe place in their 
minds, so try to avoid any sudden sounds 
or movements. Other goats can be terrible 
culprits at distressing a restrained goat by 
butting or biting her. Goats in adjacent 
stands can have dividers placed between 
their feeders to keep their heads in their 
own place.

Dairies normally give their goats their 
daily ration during milking to keep them 
occupied. However, goats can finish a 
bowl of concentrates very quickly, before 
you have finished milking, and become 
bored and restless. It is dangerous to 
feed too many concentrates, as these can 
seriously upset the rumen. So, I slow down 
their consumption by adding a variety 
of vegetables from the garden. Again, 
they should not eat too much rich or 
sweet vegetable. The best solution I have 
found to keep goats occupied is to supply 
branches of fresh leaves or brambles they 
can move onto after finishing their ration.

Milk nicely
Finally, keep goats happy by developing 
a confident but sensitive milking 
technique. If the procedure does not cause 
discomfort, they will get used to you doing 
it and milking will become easier. Keep 
hands warm and fingernails short. Handle 
the udder in a firm but gentle manner. Do 
not stretch the teats or catch the udder 
as you squeeze the teats. This can cause 
damage. You can ensure this does not 
occur by pushing up into the udder as you 
fill the teat. If you use a machine, make 
sure that you remove the cups before the 
flow becomes thin, and that the pressure 
is correct for goats.

These steps will help your goat to feel 
comfortable and willing to be milked 
and the milking experience will be more 
enjoyable for both of you.

Take hold of the base of the teat and 
squeeze with thumb and forefinger.

Close the other three fingers and squeeze 
them in turn.

This gentle coordinated pressure expels 
the milk.

 © The University of Edinburgh 2019 CC BY 4.0

Photo by Brian Boucheron/flickr CC BY 2.0
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With no ‘Events’ to look forward to across the summer…

W 
riting this, towards the end of 
April, in a very strange year, 
I’m looking out of the window 

to glorious sunshine, birds on the bird 
feeder, and almost bizarrely, spring 
bursting forth as usual. We are very 
fortunate in having a large garden and 
although near a main road, are tucked 
away out of sight.  The positive aspects 
of working from home for the last few 
weeks have been the freeing up of the 
commute time, less road and air traffic 
noise, and flexibility to do the rounds 
after lunch to check on the chicks, 
ducklings etc, especially their water, as 
it’s been quite hot.

There’s been a bit more time to think 
about what flowers and vegetables to 
grow this year.  We have quite a wild 
garden designed to encourage a lot 
of wild life.  Most are welcome, some  
including rabbits, magpies, slugs and 
snails, not so. Many creatures that we 
see as pests are seen by our garden 
favourites as food. It’s all a balance, and 
from the smallest upwards, the weeds 
and pests provide food ultimately for eg 
bees, butterflies and the small birds we 
like to see during the day and especially 
to hear in the dawn chorus.

Don’t be too tidy in the garden
Tempting as it may be to tidy up the 
garden, the wildlife all depend on 
available food, places to hide, and to 
be able to forage and nest safely. One 
of my projects is to add more old man’s 
beard and honeysuckle along 
our hedges. These have 
spectacular flowering times, 
provide shelter, and also 
thicken up the hedge. 

Different plants offer food 
for all sorts of insects, birds, 
and mammals etc. Stinging 
nettle leaves are food for 
various caterpillars, yew ‘berries’, 
poisonous to many animals are food 
for some, eg  thrushes, and many 
flowering plants attract insects 

by offering nectar, using the insects for 
essential pollination. About a third of 
human food depends on insect pollinated 
plants.

This is a good time of year to watch 
the many species of butterflies, moths, 
hover flies, wasps, bees etc  and plan 
how to help them.   Reducing pesticide 
use, making a woodpile, an insect 
hotel, planting single rather than double 
flowers, scanning the many sources of 
recommended plants for insects and bees 
and choosing from these to suit your 
area and circumstances can all make a 
difference.  Food is scarcest in the ‘June 
gap’ between the spring and summer 
flowering plants, so continuous flowering 
varieties are helpful; and at the 

beginning and end of the year, early 
spring and late autumn flowering 

plants make a huge contribution to 
survival.

It is looking increasingly 
likely that no garden, 

agricultural, or club 
meetings will take 
place even beyond 

late summer.  It may be that we have 
to postpone our own, fabulous, 89th 
National Honey Show (www.honeyshow.
co.uk) scheduled for October.  

But meanwhile we can take time to 
enjoy the life around us.  We can help to 
ensure that our garden and countryside 
creatures from the very tiniest upwards 
thrive, that all the preparations for 
harvest including producing honey can 
still continue, and that when we get 
through this we can really celebrate with 
even better Events next time.

Val Rhenius, Publicity Secretary, 
National Honey Show

Val Rhenius, Publicity Secretary, National Honey Show 
reflects on helping all pollinators in the garden
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· High meat to bone ratio 
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I 
t  is true to say that farmers and 
livestock keepers across the UK 
are being affected by COVID-19 

with varying degrees of impact with a 
great cause and effect. Kim Brook has 
been speaking and putting the views 
and experiences to both government, 
National Pig Association and British Pig 
Association ensuring that the voices of 
the Pig Keepers are being heard. We are 
assured that they are listening. 

Kim Brook runs the Oxford Sandy 
and Black Pig Group (OSBPG) with her 
Regional Representatives up and down 
the country. The findings over the last 
month, since the invasion of COVID-19 
has seen highs as well as lows. 

In bullet point form we show the 
concerns that have come to light with 
regards to abattoirs and feed. It is 
worth noting that we have now seen a 
vast improvement thanks to the support 
of AHDB Pork and the National Pig 
Association.

Firstly, the Oxford Sandy and 
Black Pig Group have a consolidated 
geographical map showing abattoirs 
and butchers that are recommended and 
used by the OSBPG Supporters up and 
down the Country and by engaging the 
OSBPG audience of over two thousand a 
few questions to better understand what 
was happening on the doorsteps of their 
supporters was asked. The questions 
pertaining to abattoirs & butchers were:
• Are they still operational
• Have you experienced different rules 
enforced
• Are there different opening times
• Are they closed if so for how long
From this a multitude of concerns came 
flooding through the OSB Pig Group 
supporters: 
• Abattoirs turning the small scale pig 
producers/Smallholders away
• Small family run butchers having to 
close due to no pork from the small scale 
pig producers. This is due to abattoirs 
being closed or limiting days when open 
or not doing private processing
• Limited supplies in butchers of pedigree 
pork. This is due to abattoirs being 
closed to private processing
• The demand for pork from local 
producers is on the rise and rising but the 
small scale pig producer can not get thier 
pork processed.

In Scotland there is a concern that 

there are very limited abattoirs and at 
a time when the OSBPG have helped 
the breed to be present in Scotland not 
to mention helping the populous of the 
breed and bloodlines which has taken 
over six years, the OSBPG Regional 
Representative for Scotland, Michelle 
Anderson-Carroll is continuing to receive 
information of breeders having concerns 
of their abattoirs possibly closing. There 
are many who have to travel extensive 
hours for their "nearest" abattoir and with 
the threat of one of them closing will see 
many of our producers bankrupt, which 
makes them feel that they are being 
pushed to buy from large producers 
when their values lie within their beliefs 
of producing home reared, traditional, 
rare and pedigree pork not to mention 
helping the conservation of the breed or 
any pedigree breed. There is an abattoir 
that has closed their doors to private kills 
which will mean that in some cases the 
pig producers will have to travel a day 
to get to another abattoir. The Scottish 
government recently had the results on 
the feasibility of mobile slaughter units. 
Although the paper is extensive there 
is no goal nor is it conclusive. It goes 
without saying that these are worrying 
times and whilst we all understand the 
situation that Covid-19 has forced our 
hand in many ways, we must all stay 
positive as many abattoirs/processors 
and feed merchants are endeavouring 
to meet demand and are working to 
solutions to help us all meet our end 
goal, which is the welfare of our livestock 
and safety of us all. 

Comments from concerned 
pork producers on abattoirs
1 Tried to book in 2 pigs at my local 
abattoir they said not doing private kills 
as difficulty with securing presence of a 
vet/inspector. Asked to phone next week 
to get update.

2 I'm in Scotland and contacted my 
abattoir they are not taking private kills. 
There is a slaughterhouse three hours 
away but it’s a major increase on mileage 
and butchery is a struggle for me just now.
3 Our local abattoir has told us today that 
they will close as of now, so next week 
we cant send pigs for slaughter and we 
cannot supply our local butcher. Our other 
abattoir is closing too. Fingers crossed the 
next abattoir will be open but that is a two 
hour drive.
4 I live in the highlands and I have to use 
an abattoir that is a day travel.
5 I have sheep and pigs booked in and 
I’ve been told to call next week because 
they are extremely busy only taking from 
big commercial farms.
6 I have been told the same as well and 
i am in Kent and i book 2 to 3 weeks in 
advance.
7 I actually mentioned the other day 
how the abattoir has now stopped small 
producers bringing pigs into slaughter. It is 
the only slaughter house in my vacinity in 
Scotland where us small producers can get 
our pigs slaughtered. But they have now 
shut the door on us.
8 I’m in the same boat as many that are 
in the same region as as I in Scotland 
where we are being pushed to the point 
of either ending up out of business or non 
viable by the end of it. I understand Covid-
19 is having a big impact on how things 
are done but I can’t see why we as Small 
scale producers still can’t get our pigs 
to the slaughter house and done without 
little human contact. It all seems a little 
strange I took part in a recent survey with 
the findings just recently published about 
mobile abattoir facilities for the more 
remote areas. I just feel why should we 
be discriminated against when we are the 
people who need this service to keep our 
business afloat. It just seems a bit of a kick 
in the teeth for us smaller producers. Why 
should we have to buy from big producers 
when we can produce it on our farms and 
Croft’s.
9 Feed is being rationed so can only 
buy a few bags at a time. The abbatoir 
has shut to any private kills. They did this 
before Christmas. It is totally unsatisfactory. 
We just recently had the results from the 
Scottish government feasibility study on 
mobile units. To be honest the results are 
very inconclusive. It is still going to be 
years until we have a solution.

COVID-19
How is it affecting the small 
scale pig producer/keeper  Kim Brook
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10 The UK government and leading 
food agencies really do need to step 
up and put pressure on. If not small 
scale production is going to decline. 
recently had the results from the Scottish 
government feasibility study on mobile 
units. To be honest the results are very 
inconclusive. I do think that Covid 19 
should be really highlighting just how 
precious our produce is and with no 
imports or export market currently people 
need to understand the value of the 
produce we produce. 
FEED - whilst up and down the country 
experience with obtaining feed has been 
relatively calm with one or two reports 
of shameful bulk buying and reports of 
farm supply stores limiting purchases of 
bags of feed. There has been instances 
whereby ewe nuts are being fed to pigs 
as pig keepers have been unable to 
get hold of pig feed or whilst they wait 
for the next consignment of pig feed to 
arrive. 

Comments from concerned 
pork producers on feed
1 My sow rolls were not on the delivery 
truck today and there were just enough 
loose bags of sow nuts to see me through 
till next delivery hopefully next week. 
Failing that I will have to start feeding 
ewe nuts. The brewery has closed so no 
more brewers grain , the apple farm are 
coming to the end of there apples so they 
are in short supply and my neighbour 
has sold all his barley. British grain 
supplies are very low all over.
2 At the moment in the Hebrides, we're 
ok for feed stuff, though there has been a 
lot of panic buying.
3 The main effect from C-19 is that I've 
been informed of an immediate hike in 
prices, to what level, we don't know yet
4 we were put off picking up last week 
till monday, then put off monday till 
tomorrow, we'll be out of food tomorrow 
night...
5 I know we are not allowed to feed 
kitchen waste to our pigs but at a 
time like this we should be allowed to 
reintroduce it.
6 I have ordered my feed today it’s 
due on the 9th which isn’t quite this 
Wednesday that I was expecting I just 
pray it turns up if It doesn’t I will be in full 
on panic mode for pigs and sheep
7 We're in South Scotland, phoned 
our feed suppliers this morning and no 
problems with supply at the moment but 

not as regular or as quick as usual. So 
not planning to hoard but making sure 
we have enough and not get caught out !

MYTHS
COVID-19 AND OUR ANIMALS
There are various Porcine Coronavirus, 
which have been around for a long 
while. And if I may remind you that 
there has been NO humans that have 
been infected with the various Porcine 
Coronaviruses. 

However, having said this there has 
been one or two bits of misinformation 
stated on social media, by people who 
are insinuating that humans can pass 
Covid-19 to animals. A leading pig 
geneticists commented on the matter. 

"There is a degree of panic on some 
parts of social media following the news 
that there had been a ‘weak positive’ 
tests on a healthy dog in Hong Kong. 
However, a blood test has shown a 
negative result indicating that there are 
no measurable antibodies in the blood 
of the dog. Numerous key bodies such 
as the WHO (World Health Association) 
and OIE (World Organisation for Animal 
Health) indicate that there is no evidence 
to suggest that domestic animals can be 
a source of infection with SARS-CoV-2 
(COVID-19)."

Transfer of COVID-19 
to pigs is unlikely
Dutch epidemiologist, Prof Arjan 
Stegeman commented in an interview 
with Pig Progress that the transfer of 
coronavirus disease 2019 (Covid-19) 
to pigs and other livestock is virtually 
impossible, but it is good to remain 
vigilant. He also commented that it 
would be unlikely to see a transfer from 
humans to livestock in the case of SARS-
Cov-2, the causative agent of the Covid-
19 pandemic. Prof Arjan Stegeman is 
epidemiologist at the faculty of Veterinary 
Medicine at Utrecht University, the 
Netherlands.

The mention that farm animals have 
their own varients of coronaviruses and 
are host specific and will not jump to a 
different host species. Examples given 

were the Porcine Epidemic Diarrhoea 
(PED) virus, which will spread only within 
pigs and the bronchitis (IB) virus in 
poultry that only spreads within chickens. 
The human SARS-Cov-2 virus will have 
to adapt intensely to be transferred 
efficiently within livestock.”

Movement of your livestock
AHDB have produced a document that 
is to be carried along side the usual 
movement paperwork that is required for 
transporting animals. This also applies 
to those workers who are carrying out 
essential travel for the food supply chain. 
This can be downloaded via the AHDB 
site and visiting the Oxford Sandy and 
Black Pig Group website and clicking the 
red button in the top centre.

What of the positives
We are seeing more and more people 
purchasing pork from local suppliers 
and farm shops. Supporting their local 
producers, which is encouraging, less 
food miles and teaching a new habit of 
appreciating where our food comes from 
and what it means to purchase our pork 
from people who value their stock, work 
hard serving the public quality, tasty, 
home reared, free range, pedigree, pork 
with no additives. 

To read more articles or find a 
pedigree Pork producer near 
you visit the OSBPG website 
www.oxfordsandyblackpiggroup.org or 
email hello@oxfordsandyblackpiggroup.org 
You can join us on Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram. 

This is right at time of going to press but 
please use links to check for any updates. 
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T
here are 20,570 crofts in Scotland 
with 15,388 individual crofters, 
according to the Scottish Farm 

Advisory Service (FAS). Around 6,000 
are based in the Western Isles.  

The Isle of Lewis and Harris 
demonstrate the fundamental importance 
of Scotland’s crofters, who underpin the 
social, economic and biodiversity value 
of small-scale, and almost invariably part-
time, way of life to Scotland’s Highlands 
and Islands.

On these Outer Hebridean islands 
crofting is the predominant form of land 
use, entailing managing some of the most 
difficult agricultural terrain, soil quality 
and climate in the UK. 

Crofts can range from a single farm 
animal and less than 1ha to more than 
50ha, with the average holding around 
5ha. 

Contrary to some expectations, the 
last few years has seen an increase 
in the number of female and younger 
crofters entering the sector, according 
to SAC Consulting, part of Scotland’s 
Rural College (SRUC). Crofting has a 
strong tradition of diversification, and the 
advisory services are there to support.  
“The young people are doing things 
differently and bringing diversification 
to our crofts. Crofters will need support 
in the future, because their fear is that 
without it, it will become a desert out here 

Going back to her Roots
Crofting delivers important social, economic and biodiversity value say 
Highland and Islands’ SAC Consulting team

- people will leave,” said Iain MacMillan, 
agricultural consultant at SAC Consulting 
in Stornoway.
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Karen and John MacLeod go 
back to Crofting’s roots 
Karen has shied away from a 
conventional approach to crofting on 
their croft is at Melbost on the Isle 
of Lewis. The croft has been in the 
John McLeod’s family since his great 
grandfather.  

Karen says: “Back then crofts would 
never have been used for grazing sheep, 
they would have been put out to the 
moor and their croft would have been 
used for growing the family’s food. It’s 
got a bit lost that people think crofts are 
for grazing sheep, we’re showing that 
we can grow vegetables here, as we 
have done for the last eight years.” 

Karen takes an organic approach 
to her horticultural setup and used a 
Polycrub - a polytunnel designed to 
withstand high wind speeds and harsh 
climates - to grow a range of crops, 
including grapes and a lemon tree. “I 
was born in the wrong generation and I 
want to grow and produce my own food 
like the original crofters did here.” 

Before returning to Lewis, the couple 
used to live in Glasgow, where Karen 
worked as an obstetric ultrasound 
clinician and John worked as a chartered 
structural engineer in the oil industry. 
The couple now has three daughters and 
John works as a self-employed structural 
engineer.

TS

Karen grows organic vegetables, as 
well as a huge variety of salads, fruits, 
including vines and lemons, and even 
olive trees. Everything is grown on the 
croft’s native soil, using a no-dig system 
that is fertilised with seaweed from the 
shores downhill from their croft. The croft 
is watered using harvested rainwater.  

“The growing conditions are lovely in 
the Polycrub, even in early March when 
hailstones are lashing the outside, it’s 
beautifully warm in here. Our children 
come out to visit the Polycrub, they 
work out here with us and it takes them 
outside away from computers.” 

Karen believes that the 80% Crofting 
Agricultural Grant Scheme grant, 
applied for by SAC Consulting’s, Rob 
Black, gives young people and families 
a different, affordable opportunity to 
start in crofting on the Island.  Her first 
has been so successful, SAC Consulting 
is applying for funding for a second 
Polycrub.  

“You probably never going to make a 
living from doing this, but it can provide 
a lot for a young family. Saying that, I 
am starting to produce fermented foods 
like sauerkraut, and there is a potential 
there to sell this. It’s also educational for 
the children in our family and the local 
schools.” 

Successfully achieving CAGs 
funding for polyunits (the polytunnels 
and Polycrubs) has encourage a lot of 
crofters on the Isle of Lewis and Harris 
to install them to grow fresh produce. 
SAC Consulting has now started a 
Rural Innovation Support Service (RISS) 
Polyproduce supply chain project 
with polyunit producers and local 
retailers, cafes and restaurants, to find 
out what produce is being grown on the 
island and how a supply chain could be 
set up for local food outlets. 

With the help of SAC Consulting, 
Karen has just applied for funding for a 
second Polycrub. 

CROFTING ADVICE 
AND SUPPORT
Karen and John McLeod have received 
advisory support from SAC Consulting, 
through the Scottish Farm Advisory 
Service (FAS) Croft and Small Farm 
subscription. This provides Scottish-
government subsidised advice through 
SAC Consulting’s local offices to 
crofters, with advisors often crofters 
themselves and living within the local 
community. 

Niall Campbell, SAC Consulting, 
Regional Development Manager North 
West, and who is also a crofter with 
10ha and 20 sheep near Oban, said:

“Crofters and smallholders face 
different challenges to larger farming 
businesses. The small scale of their 
operation means that they are not 
able to take advantage of economies 
of scale and the cost of production 
is generally much higher for a croft 
than a farm. Economics aside, crofters 
and small holders offer huge benefits 
to Scotland. Crofting has had a key 
influence over the landscape over the 
West Highlands for generations. As 
crofts are generally low input / low 

output systems, they often support 
excellent biodiversity. Crofting is 
also hugely important in keeping 
local economies going, such as feed 
merchants and in supplying breeding 
livestock to the rest of Scottish 
agriculture.  

“Crofting will always need some 
kind of small business support to 
keep the crofting going with its 
positive impact on the landscape and 
biodiversity. With our relatively low 
food prices in this country, I can’t see 
crofting being rewarded for the quality 
of food and biodiversity through sales 
of food, so the marketplace won’t 
support crofting activity.

 “SAC Consulting supports crofters 
and small holders through the FAS Croft 
and Small Farmer subscription service. 
This is one of our key services, enabling 
the crofter to speak to an advisor from 
their local office who is often, like me, 
a crofter or small holder themselves. 
We know the land, the challenges of 
crofting and can give them a bespoke 
service. They can ask us anything - from 
breeding advice to grassland, business, 
new regulations or grants. We are 
particularly useful to those starting up in 

crofting as there are a myriad of items 
to think about as you get started. But 
the subscription is also useful to ensure 
ongoing improvement in running and 
developing the croft over time, so most 
subscribers have been working with 
SAC Consulting for years.

 “There are many great crofters 
out there who are dedicated to their 
land and livestock. One of our key 
roles is to simplify the system and 
advise crofters on their many-faceted 
businesses to make the business-side of 
things easier for them.”

 Support for crofters includes 
subsidies paid via the Common 
Agricultural Policy, as well as 
additional support mechanisms, 
including the Crofting Agricultural 
Grant Scheme for crofters for capital 
items (80% grant under 41yrs and 
within the first five years of the tenancy, 
60% grant for any other crofter, 
up to £25k for two years), and for 
Common Grazings (up to £125k for 
collaborative investment e.g. new 
sheep handling facilities); and the Croft 
House Grant scheme (up to £38k, 
towards 40% of the costs to renovate 
or new build).

Karen grows a range of crops, including grapes and a lemons
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Getting Started in Alpacas?

ALPACA 
Fibre

A lpacas are good value in so many 
ways. They are beautiful to look 
at while grazing your paddocks. 

If you are breeding you will have lots 
of fun watching the antics of the crias, 
and you may enjoy taking your alpacas 
to shows. But are you also making the 
best of their wonderful fleeces? All the 
fibre from an alpaca, any alpaca, can 
be usable for various projects. The finest 
fleeces can be converted into luxury 
end products: silky sweaters and baby 
blankets, fabrics and throws, luxury 
accessories and clothing. But if your 
fleeces don’t fall into the finest category 
don’t worry, you can still create lots of 
wonderful products; hats, gloves and 
scarves, socks, upholstery, rugs and 
carpets, felt, bags, teddies: the list is 
endless.

Planning
What would you like to do with your 
fleeces? Do you dream of making felt 
toys or hats? Knitting gifts for family 
and friends? Producing luxury fabrics 
and throws? Creating a range of luxury 
accessories? Offering a range of duvets 
and pillows or even dog beds? It’s time 
to make the dream come true.

You can sell your fleeces direct to 
hand spinners or felters, either online 
or at your local Spinners Weavers and 
Dyers association, or at a craft fair, 
but please make sure it is clean - free 
of debris and moths. Establish a good 
reputation for yourself by offering 
reliable product from the outset.

If you’re not ready to use your own 
fibre right away, consider selling it to a 
mill. The price paid for your fibre may 
not seem much at the outset, but it’s a lot 

better than doing nothing at all with the 
fibre. Then when you’re ready you can 
buy the beautiful finished yarn back at 
wholesale prices, taking the opportunity 
to increase its value by turning it into a 
whole array of end product yourself, or 
by using local crafters; or you can simply 
sell the yarn direct to the public via a 
farm shop.  

Alternatively you can spin or felt the 
fibre yourself, or have your own fleeces 
carded and spun in a minimill to your 
own specification, design and produce 
your own range of product, and even 
end up selling to Harrods - it’s been 
done - the sky’s the limit. The throw in 
the photo was woven using silk yarn for 
the warp and alpaca yarn for the weft.

Small scale processing
When I got my first alpacas in 1989, I 
had to find a shearer right away 
and then, with 5 beautiful 
fleeces to hand, I 
needed to learn to 
spin, as there were 
no minimills in the 
UK then. So I joined 
the nearest Spinners 
Weavers and Dyers 
group and, that winter, did a spinning 
course with them. This way I started to 
understand what wonderful fibre was 
literally running through my hands. It 
gave me an insight into how alpaca 
compares with other fibres, as I also 
learned to spin sheep’s wool and my 
rough collie’s fine undercoat. Alpaca is 
much smoother and softer than anything 
else I spun, but more tricky as it has no 
lanolin like sheep’s wool; it was just a 
case of learning the technique.

There are now several small mills 
that will turn your fleeces into yarn, 
sometimes even as individual fleeces, 
and sometimes as joint projects with 
other farms. Alpaca yarn blends, for 
example with silk or Leicester Longwool 
sheep  can be made. or some mills will 
make it into ‘bats’ for you - fine layers 
of alpaca fibre which can be used for 
quilting.

Clean fleeces only, please!
Do you already have bags of fibre in 
your loft, garage or barn? If so, before 
you shear again this year and add to 
the pile, check that the stored fibre is 
still in good condition, and then you can 
make plans on how to use it. If it is not 
in good condition because the moths or 
mice have got into it, or it’s full of debris 
making it impossible to process, then 

it would be better to clear it 
out and dispose of it. 

I suggest you then 
clean your storage 
area thoroughly and 
fumigate if necessary.

To achieve anything, 
your fleeces must be 

clean and free from debris 
when they’re sheared. About 1-3 weeks 
before shearing, even if you normally 
house your alpacas overnight on straw, 
keep them outside at this time, making 
sure the alpacas are on clean pasture, 
then most of the dirt and debris will 
drop out before shearing time. Clean 
your paddocks, not your alpacas. They 
may get muddy in wet weather, or full 
of dust after a dust bath, but that will all 
drop off when they’re dry again. If you 
have to drag barbed wire, brambles or 

had to find a shearer right away 
and then, with 5 beautiful 

group and, that winter, did a spinning 

it would be better to clear it 
out and dispose of it. 

I suggest you then 
clean your storage 
area thoroughly and 
fumigate if necessary.

To achieve anything, 
your fleeces must be 

clean and free from debris 
when they’re sheared. About 1-3 weeks 
before shearing, even if you normally 

Your fleeces 

must be clean and 

free from debris when 

they’re sheared

Joy Whitehead advises on adding value
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hawthorn clippings out of your fleeces, 
or disentangle conkers, beech mast, 
thistles, holly, cleavers or nettles, you 
may seriously damage the structure of 
the fleece, and that can take weeks to 
re-form into the natural staples (huacaya) 
and locks (suri) which will normally keep 
out small debris. It’s so important to 
clear away hedge clippings after cutting 
hedges, keep brambles out of hedges 
as far as possible, make sure your fence 
wires are taut and unbroken, and pull out 
all the weeds that might cause a problem 
(cleavers, thistles etc). Plus, whatever you 
do, don’t top your paddocks prior to 
shearing, or the fleeces will pick up all 
the grass cuttings!

Sorting the fleeces
The term ‘baby alpaca’ is used for fleeces 
less than 23 microns diameter, whatever 
the alpaca’s age, and is very soft. Fleeces 
up to 26 microns, as long as they are well 
skirted and free from guard hair, can also 
produce very pleasing end-product. Fleece 
diameter can be tested commercially and, 
by comparing the test results of different 
alpacas with what you see either on the 
alpaca or the fleece sorting table, you can 
train your eye to be able to estimate the 
diameter in microns.

After shearing the first thing to do with 
your fleece is to skirt it, which means 
separating the coarser areas (legs, belly, 
neck and tail) from the prime blanket 
area of the fleece. You will need to use 
your eyes along with your sense of touch 
to separate the different qualities. (See 
fibre guide photo.) We normally keep the 
shorter neck fibre separate from skirtings, 
legs and tails, as this can also be quite 
soft. Coarser fleeces tend to have even 
coarser guard hairs in them, and any 
fibres over 30 microns will feel itchy: 
however, this is still usable fibre.

TS

Even with high quality alpacas it is 
usually only the prime 'blanket’ area 
which achieves the highest 
prices for processing, as 
this requires consistency 
in fineness, length and 
colour for each batch 
processed.

Fleeces must be 
completely dry before 
bagging to avoid them 
rotting in the bags. We use clear 
polythene sacks, with each sack clearly 
labelled (marker pen) with the colour and 
grade (micron), and then sealed. If using 
old paper feed sacks make sure they are 

clean and empty of feed, and turn inside 
out. All clean alpaca fleece is usable for 

producing end product.
Joy Whitehead has been 

breeding and showing 
alpacas since 1989, with 
niece Mary-Jo Smith, 
a BAS certified judge, 

joining her in 2000. In 
South Oxfordshire they farm 

more than 400 huacayas and 
suris from prizewinning pedigree 

bloodlines. 

For more information, check our web site, 
www.bozedown-alpacas.co.uk

TS

usually only the prime 'blanket’ area 
which achieves the highest 
prices for processing, as 
this requires consistency 

rotting in the bags. We use clear 
polythene sacks, with each sack clearly 

out. All clean alpaca fleece is usable for 
producing end product.

Joy Whitehead has been 
breeding and showing 
alpacas since 1989, with 
niece Mary-Jo Smith, 
a BAS certified judge, 

joining her in 2000. In 
South Oxfordshire they farm 

more than 400 huacayas and 
suris from prizewinning pedigree suris from prizewinning pedigree 

There are 

several small mills 

that will turn your 

fleeces into 

yarn

Fibre quality guide

Silk/Alpaca 
throw

Mill 
display
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FREE ADS

READERS’ ADVERTISEMENT COUPON

(Lines open Mon to Fri, 10am-4pm, calls cost 65p 
per minute plus network extras. Calls from mobiles 
and some networks may be considerably higher). 
Service provided by Kelsey Media.

Tel: 0906 802 0279 By post:
Kelsey Publishing Ltd,
The Granary, Downs Court,
Yalding Hill, Yalding, Kent,
ME18 6AL

Email: classspecial@talkmediasales.co.uk       

FOR MAXIMUM IMPACT, INCLUDE A PHOTO WITH YOUR AD
Photos are printed free but cannot be returned. We can only accept one advert per reader per issue.

• We reserve the right to refuse any advert.

•  Adverts are published subject to space. Kelsey Media cannot guarantee specific issues into 
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•  This service is for private advertisers only. Anyone trading more than 12 adverts in a year will 

be regarded as trade.
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• Advertisements may appear in other relevant Kelsey Media publications.

•  When submitting an advert, you all assign all copyright of the words and photos to Kelsey 

Media and agree to waive all moral rights in relation to the advert.

•  Kelsey Media’s customer service representatives reserve the right to terminate telephone calls 

if the caller becomes abusive.

•  By submitting advertisements to Kelsey Media you are agreeing to the above Terms & Conditions.

• No other correspondence can be entered into.

• Business Advertisements  (Disclosure) Order 1977. Dealers and traders are reminded that 

they are committing an offence if readers are led to believe that goods are being offered by a 

private seller. 

o Tick here to receive email newsletters and offers from The Smallholder.

o Please tick here to receive our Smallholder e-newsletter and offers.

oTick the box if you are happy to receive this information about other Kelsey publications, 
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For further information please refer to our Privacy policy at 
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POULTRY

PURE BRED BANTAMS

£30-£40 trio/pair. Three trios 
Rhode Island Reds pol, £40 trio. 
One trio Barnvelder pullets, £30 
pair. Two Barnvelder pol, £30 the 
pair. Please call 01422 844225, 
West Yorkshire. (13.19)

YOUNG JAPANESE 

QUAILS

From £3 each. Viewing welcome, 
NO TEXTS. TEL: 07885 306055, 
Kent.

PURE BRED LARGE 

FOWL AND BANTAM 

CHICKS

From £8. Viewing welcome. NO 
TEXTS. TEL: 07887 306055, Kent.

INDIAN RUNNER AND 

KHAKI CAMPBELL 

DUCKLINGS

From £8. Indian Runner and 
Khaki campbell ducklings. 
Viewing welcome. NO TEXTS. 
TEL: 07888 306055.

AYLESBURY AND 

PEKING DUCKS IN LAY

£15 each. Aylesbury and Peking 
Ducks in Lay. Viewing welcome. 
NO TEXTS. TEL: 07889 306055, 
Kent.

GUINEA FOWL

£18 each. Viewing welcome. NO 
TEXTS. TEL: 07890 306055, Kent.

FEMALE GOSLINGS

£20 each. Viewing welcome. NO 
TEXTS. TEL: 07891 306055, Kent.

PEACOCKS

PEACOCKS

POA. Home bred and much loved 
seek to spread their wings.  One 
year old but very well grown.  
Pied peacks with blue heads and 
white underbodies, displaying 
now.  Both male.  We want the 
best homes for these boys.  
Would split if home already has 
pea hens in need of a peacock.   
Good home more important than 
price which is negotiable.  (13.19)

OTHER LIVESTOCK

FIRST LAMB NORTH 
COUNTRY MULES 
WITH CHAROLAIS X 
LAMBS

POA. First lamb, north country 
mule ewes with Charolais lambs 
at foot. All easy lambers. TEL: 
07855 174667, Kent.

JACOB EWE TEGS 
WITH LAMBS AT FOOT

£50 per life. Viewing welcome. 
NO TEXTS. TEL: 07893 306055, 

Kent.

SANDY BLACK X 

LANDRACE WEANERS

£45 each. TAKING ORDERS/

RESERVATIONS for Sandy 

Black x Landrace Weaners. Will 

be ready for their new homes 

9th June. Viewing welcome. NO 

TEXTS. TEL: 07886 306055, 

Kent.

WILTSHIRE HORN EWE 

TEG WITH LAMBS AT 

FOOT

£50 per life. Viewing welcome. 

NO TEXTS. TEL: 07894 306055, 

Kent.

EQUIPMENT

OCTACGON 4GOX 

& OCTAGON 4G 

ADVANCED

£200-£225. Octagon 4GOX is as 

new, £200. The Octagon 4G was 

used for two years, £200. Please 

call John Burrows on 07500 

264977, Central Scotland. (14.19)

Timber Buildings.
Natural products from
renewble sources.

Caring for the environment.
EXAMPLE

3 BAY

MONOPITCH
as shown

45ft X 17ft X 10ft 6in eaves

delivered

Many other options

available - please see website

FARMPLUS
SHAY LANE, LONGRIDGE, PRESTON PR3 3BT

TEL: 01772 785252 www.farmplus.co.uk
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£5,250.00 + vat

£6,300.00 inc VAT



Breeder Directory
CAMBS/LINCS

Muscovies and More
077770 683766
Muscovy adults; hatching eggs.  
Peacock hatching eggs

DEVON/CORNWALL

EdgeMoor Poultry            
Rare Breeds
01769 520244
North Devon.
Orloffs. Buff laced Wyandottes. Red 
saddleback Yokohamas. Salmon 
Faverolles. Dark Brahmas. 
Sabelpoots. Pekin. Bantam 
Orpingtons. Eggs collected
or can be posted

DORSET/GLOS/ 

SOMERSET/AVON

A McCallion
01594 832642 / 07837 701446
Coleford, Glos 
Cuckoo Marans (Dark Brown 
eggs), Polish Green-Legged 
Partridge Chickens, (Zielononozka 
Kuropatwiana), from Autumn 2017 
Cream Legbars (Mervyn Parry's Lines), 
Eggs, Chicks, Growers, POL 
at various times
E: a.gower1073@btinternet.com

KENT/SUSSEX/ 

SURREY/LONDON

Charlotte's Chickens
07747 166408 Ashford, Sunbury, 
Middx. Suppliers of Hybrid 
chickens & accessories. Up to 11 
different varieties of POL hybrid hens 
all fully vaccinated plus a 
small number of chicks
www.charlotteschickens.co.uk

Hen House Poultry
01622 843649/07711 082133 
nr Maidstone
Huge selection of fully-vaccinated 
hardy, prolific laying POL hybrids in 
many different colours. 
Available year-round. Plus, Pekin & 
Ancona bantams in season. 
Friendly advice given
www.henhousepoultry.co.uk 

Martins Wood 

01323 811877  E Sussex 
Fully vaccinated POL hybrids all year 
round. 13 breeds of colourful hens 
including brown, white & blue-egg 
layers. A one-stop poultry shop. 
Open Tues-Sat 10-5
www.martinswoodchickens.co.uk 

Priscilla Middleton
01892 723115 
Tonbridge, Kent 
LF: Brahmas, Orpingtons, most 
colours. Red Saddled Yokohamas, 
Orloffs, Marans, Welsummers, 
Barnevelders, Appenzellers. Bantam: 
Orpingtons. Belgian, Pekins, Burmese 
& others. Franconian Geese. Black 
East Indian Ducks, Call Ducks & Some 
wildfowl. Peafowl. Pigeons

Park Farm Poultry
01372726772 / 07803046109
Chessington
Bantams only. Silver grey and red 
Dorkings, silver laced and barred 
Wyandottes, gold laced Orpingtons,  
Welsummers, speckled Sussex, 
gold partridge, black mottled and 
lavender Pekins, frizzle and plain, 
Barbu d'Uccle millefleurs, gold 
partridge Dutch, white crested 
black Polands and white Silkies. By 
appointment only

Pope Poultry
07753 162408
Ashford Kent
Fertile eggs, Chicks from day 
old, POL, layers. Pekin Bantams – 
Lavender, Lemon, Millefleur, 
Gold and Silver Partridge. 
Wyandotte Bantams – Gold Laced, 
Blue Laced and Silver Laced. 
Rhode Island Red Bantams.
* Poultry hatched from own stock
* Friendly advice given.
hdaniuk@yahoo.co.uk

SPR Centre
01243 542815 
Sussex 
Second to none Black Rock hybrid 
pullets, plus Speckledies, 
Light Sussex & Blue Belles. All fully 
vaccinated. Available to order on 
a monthly basis, backed up with 
professional advisory & 
after-sales service
www.sprcentre.co.uk

Surbiton Poultry
020 8335 0836 / 07802 827189. 
Light, buff, speckled, brown, 
red & silver Sussex. Wheaten 
& cuckoo Marans. White, blue, 
brown, Exchequer Leghorns. 
Salmon Faverolles. Silver grey and 
dark Dorkings. Welsummers. RIR. 
Plymouth Rocks, buff Orpingtons. 
Gold Brahmas. Croad Langshans. 15 
colours of Pekin bantam. 12 types 
of hybrid inc Chalkhill Blue. Coturnix 
quail
www.surbitonpoultry 

andhenhouses.co.ukNORFOLK/SUFF/ ESSEX

Bulmer Poultry
01787 269306
Sudbury
Rare breed poultry. Jersey Giants, 
Brahmas, Ayam Cemani, Pekin, 
Ixworth, Araucana, Wyandottes, 
Silkies, Guinea fowl, ducks and 
turkeys. H/E, chicks, growers & POL. 
Courier available UK
www.bulmer-poultry.co.uk 

Bruce Howell 
01362 668303 
Dereham 
Swans, geese & ornamental 
waterfowl inc Pintails, Teals, Wigeon, 
Sea & Tree ducks. Guinea fowl, 
pheasants.  
Poultry inc Welsummer, French 
copper blacks.  
Also rare breeds
www.brucehowellwaterfowl.co.uk

Jim Kemp 
01359 269515 
Suffolk 
Pekin, Silkie, Barbu d'Uccle, Sebright, 
Wyandotte, bantam Barnevelder. H/E

NOTTS/DERBYS/     

LEIC/MIDLANDS

Hens for Pets
01623 793841/07860 436586
Notts
Coloured hybrids, Legbars, Old 
English Pheasant Fowl, Araucana. 
Bantams: Pekin, Poland, Sabelpoot, 
Sussex, Ancona, miniature Silkie, 
Dutch, cuckoo Marans, Appenzeller, 
New Hampshire Red, Friesian Fowl. 
Mixed variety ducks. H/E
www.hensforpets.co.uk

WARKS/N'HANTS/OXON

Cockodoodles
07599 246332 - Banbury
Wide range of Pekins, Silkies, Polish, 
Vorwerk, Wyandotte and Araucana
For more information:
www.cockodoodles.co.uk

Michael Page
01295 721076 (evenings)
Banbury
LF: cuckoo/copper black Marans, 
Welsummer, Light Sussex, lavender 
Araucana. Bantam: Pekin; gold 
partridge, lemon cuckoo, lavender.
H/E (can post), D/O, growers

WORCS/SHROPS/

STAFFS/HEREFORD

Hillview Ducks
01386 860137/07999 507442 
Khaki Campbell, Cherry Valley 
ducks from sexed D/O to POL. Both 
excellent layers. Small or large orders 
taken
www.hillviewducks.co.uk

Page's Poultry
07809 421565
Burton-on-Trent
Breeders and suppliers of a full range 
of pure breeds and hybrid laying 
hens. Large range of domestic ducks, 
quail, geese and Guinea fowl. Friendly 
help and support for poultry keepers. 
Visits welcome during opening 
hours. H/E in season

PEMBRIDGE POULTRY
01544 388270
Leominster, Herefordshire
Quality Purebred Poultry
LF: Cuckoo, Wheaten, Copper Black, 
Copper Blue & Splash Marans.
Norfolk Greys, Silver Laced 
Wyandottes & Cream Legbars.  
Rhode Island Reds
Hatching eggs & chicks to POL 
usually available.
www.pembridgepoultry.co.uk

PHEASANT CROFT 
POULTRY.
01885 410594

Herefordshire

Silver Laced-Gold Laced-Blue 

Laced &Buff Laced Wyandottes 

Bantams. Hatching Eggs to P.O.L.

www.pheasantcroftpoultry.comWILTS/HANTS/BERKS

Hamble Valley Poultry 
077385 70740 

Hants 

Pure bred quality Silkies & Polands 

from registered breeder. Bantam & 

LF.  Vaccinated birds from non-related 

stock. H/E by post. Hatching- service 

provided. Poultry care & starter pack 

for all customers, advice freely given. 

E: longtime845@gmail.com

www.hamblevalleypoultry.co.uk

Hampshire Marans & Ayam 
Cemanis
01264 790191 / 07464113051

Andover

Breeder of extra dark brown egg laying 

marans. Black Copper, Cuckoo and blue.

I breed quality Ayam Cemanis. 

My birds are free range.

H/E, D/O,POL etc. 

I also breed Isabella partridge 

Brahmas, Gold & Silver Laced Brahmas, 

Lavender & Blue Pekin Bantams.

NEW FOREST POULTRY
07831 413812

LF French Copper Black, Blue, 

Wheaten, Cuckoo Marans, Light 

and Speckled Sussex, Cream 

Crested Legbars, White Leghorns, 

Welsummers, Silkies in White, Black, 

Gold, Guinea Fowl in White, Pearl, 

Pied, Lavender.  Bronze Turkeys.  

H/E posted, D/O, 8 weeks, pol for 

collection. 

www.newforestpoultry.co.uk

JHPEKINPARADISE@gmail.com
CUMBRIA/N.EAST

Blyth Pure Breeds 

01670 365370 / 07930 657637 

Cochins, Dorkings, Frizzles,  

Orpingtons & Sultans. Other pure 

breeds available from time to time. 

Hatching eggs & livestock prices on 

request

JUST AUSTRALORPS
01287 632879 / 

07841593865,Guisborough. We breed 

and exhibit L/F & Bantam Australorps. 

We have won top prizes at National 

and Championship levels including 

Champion Large Fowl at The 

Federation, Supreme Champion at 

both Great Yorkshire and Countryside 

Live. H/E available. Excellent Layers. 

Orders taken.

64 | THE SMALLHOLDER



We can now take listings from livestock breeders too - contact us for details  

LANCS/CHESHIRE/

MERSEY

Countryside Poultry - 
Pilling, Lancashire
01253 790591 / 07803 511419
Fertile hatching eggs, chicks from 
day old, POL, layers & cockerels – all 
vaccinated, wormed and ready to go, 
available all year round

Ayam cemani
Crested cream legbar
RIR
Light sussex
Speckled sussex
Welsummer
Buff  Orpington
Black Orpington
White wyandottes
Buff  laced Wyandotte bantam
Salmon faverolle
Black Aracuna
Lavender Aracuna
Rumples aracuna
Copper black maran
Polish, gold, silver, chamois, white 
crested
Silkies, white, black, blue, brown
Barnevelders
Silver duckwing welsummer
Vorwerks
Houdains
hybrids
All hatching eggs can be posted or 
collected, any size of order
Friendly advice given, all our birds are 
free range
Food, supplements, minerals, treats, 
feeders, drinkers, contract hatching – 
we are also Brinsea stockists and off er 
a ‘Hatch your own chicks incubator’ – 
Please See Pilling Pet Stores advert
Please do call us for a no obligation 
friendly chat and advice

Cass’s Chucks
01706 812710 / 07960 889860 
Todmorden, Lancs
Hatching eggs available: rheas,  
Guinea fowl, Muscovy ducks, top 
quality LF RIR, and bantam partridge 
Wyandottes, black German 
Langshan, gold Sebright.  
Ornamental pheasant hatching 
eggs: Lady Amherst, Yellow Golden, 
Swinhoe, Silver and Temminck's 
Tragopan. Surplus Muscovy 
ducks and ornamental pheasants 
sometimes available

Halsall Dark 
Brown Eggs 

(H) 01704 841275 (M) 07724 957330 
Utility strains, all LF: Welsummer, 
Marans in dark cuckoo Copper Black, 
French wheaten. Also Ixworth, dark 
Indian Game. H/E posted. Young stock

Hedgerow Henporium
01244 646026 

Cheshire/Wirral 

Commercial hybrids in lovely colours. 

H/E, D/O, POL. Faverolles; Muirfi eld 

Black Rocks & Utility Rocks; French 

Marans in Wheaten Copper & Blue; 

Cochin; Blue & Black La Fleche; Silver 

& Gold Barnevelder; Ixworth; Ayam 

Cemani. Female guaranteed. 

Find us on Facebook and Twitter @

hedgerowhens

www.hedgerowhenporium.co.uk

Pear Tree Poultry
07808 661873 
Preston, Lancs 
Breeds (various colours) LF: Brahma, 
Orpington, Faverolles, Appenzeller 
Spitzhauben, Marans, Welsummer, 
Silver Duckwing, Sussex; Light, buff. 
Barnevelder, Vorwerk, Wyandotte, 
Cochin, Lakenvelder, Cream Legbar, 
Silkies, Poland. Bantam: Wyandotte, 
Thuringian, Araucana, Orloff, RIR, 
Light Sussex, Ancona, Hamburg, 
Welbars, Pekin, Serama, Barbu  
d’Uccle, Barbu de Monts, Dutch. 12 
varieties of hybrids. Ducks: Indian 
Runner, Khaki Campbell, Aylesbury, 
Pied, Muscovy, Call. Pheasants: 
Golden, Lady Amherst, Mikado, 
Temminks Tragopan. Toulouse geese. 
Bourbon Red turkeys. Japanese quail, 
Indian Blue peafowl. Open 7 days. 
Viewing welcome, no obligation.
www.peartreepoultry.co.uk

Wheelock Court Rare 
Breeds
07818 600654

Sandbach, Cheshire 

LF Welsummer, Buff  Orpington, 

Growing Stock available 

steve@wetnosedog.co.uk

YORKSHIRE

Mount Bank Farm Poultry
07801 940922

Ducks: Khaki Campbell, Indian 

Runner, Pekin, Cayuga + Welsh 

Harlequin.

Chickens: LF - Orpington, Rhode 

Island Red, Light + Coronation 

Sussex, Vorwerk, Ayam Cemani, 

Cream Legbar, Brahma, Plymouth 

Rock. Bantams - Cuckoo Marans, 

Pekin.

+ POL Hybrid Hens.

www.mountbankfarmpoultry.co.uk

Weasel Green Poultry
Kevin Lambert

01535 633376

Schijndelaars white, Yokahomas 

Red, Saddleback Owl Beards, White 

Moor Heads, Brabanters Golden 

Black Spangled and Yellow White 

Spangled. All Large Fowl Hatching 

eggs can be posted.

tourist576@hotmail.com
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Newholme Peafowl
01430 860957/07854 784732
East Yorkshire
Breeder of peafowl, peacocks and 
peahens. Available in Indian Blue, 
pied, white, purple, black, shoulder, 
cameo, bronze, peach, opal, silver 
pied, white eye and Java Greens. 
Chicks from day old in season, 
and grown adults. Any size orders. 
Delivery
www.newholmefarmpeafowl.com

SCOTLAND

Edinburgh Chickens
07968 030674
We have a colourful selection of 11 
types of hybrid hens at POL. Perfect 
as both pretty and productive 
pets or as a larger laying fl ock. All 
vaccinated, healthy and happy! 
Farmgate feeds and Easichick 
stockist, we also sell a wide range 
of poultry keeping equipment. Hen 
boarding service available
E: info@edinburghchickens.com
www.edinburghchickens.com

Hens-Made-Easy
01334 870637/07942 004487
Fife
Great colour range of hybrid hens 
at POL, vaccinated, easy to handle, 
good layers. 
Ducks and geese, purebreeds 
and bantams on request. Hen 
Hotels boarding service. Find us on 
Facebook
E: scott.dron@tiscali.co.uk
www.henkeepingfife.co.uk

Paula’s Poultry
01659 77410
Leadhills, South Lanarkshire 
We have moved, but stock still 
available from Ewan in Jedburgh, 
Scottish Borders, on 07969 578959, 
and 01835 862513. Bovans Goldlines 
usually available, & occasionally 
other hybrids & some purebreds
E: paula@paulaspoultry.co.uk or    
ewan.kinghorn@sky.com
www.paulaspoultry.co.uk

Pilling Pet Supplies 
& Country Stores
We are based in Pilling, but can 
deliver anywhere in the UK
We stock a large range of 
hatching eggs, please see 
Countryside Poultrys advert.
Food, supplements, minerals, 
treats, feeders, drinkers, 
Flubenvet, Vermex, Stalosan 
contract hatching – we are also 
Brinsea stockists and off er a 
‘Hatch your own chicks incubator’ 
from the over easy 7 eggs to 580 
eggs – we have the 380 in our 
shop, constantly incubating and 
hatching all year round, come and 
see them in action
Marriages, Fancy Feeds, Small 
Holders, Henergise, Farmgate 
and our own made feed- Layers 
Pellets 18% protein

WALES

Cosy Hens
01291 650655 
Monmouthshire 
L/F: Araucana, Ayam Cemani, 
Barnvelder, Brahma, Faverolles, 
Friesian Fowl, wheaten Marans, 
Orpington, Sussex, Vorwerk. Bantam: 
Pekins, Sebrigh. Range of colours. 
H/E, chicks, growers, POL. Modern 
hybrids. Please visit our website for 
full details
www.cosyhens.co.uk

Arthur & Jeni Griffin – 
Cilnant Farm Poultry
01691 718261/0786 6359653  
Llangollen/N Wales, Cream Legbar, 
Friesian Fowl, RIR, Welsummer, 
gold Dutch bantam, Guinea Fowl & 
bronze turkeys. Brown hybrids also 
available. H/E a speciality (collected 
or posted). Cocks of all breeds 
usually available. Friendly advice 
given E: jeni@chickenandegg.net  

ONLY £49 
FOR INCLUSION 
IN 12 ISSUES, 

OVER 2 YEARS!
Call 01959 541444 for an

 entry form or email 
pp.bd@kelsey.co.uk
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E  
verybody talks about getting back 
to normal but what is normal 
going to be? Already people are 

commenting that food prices are rising. 
I’ve been the one doing the shopping 
and I’ve noticed that there are no longer 
the ‘two for one’ offers and special 
discounts. A friend of mine who shopped 
at Booths because it was quieter decided 
that it was also a bit pricy. So she put 
the same order into Morrisons, click and 
collect, and discovered that she didn’t 
save the  tenner on the family shop she 
had expected.

The supermarkets have issues. So 
whilst Tesco, for example, has seen a 
30% increase in food sales, apparently 
they’ve seen a fall in clothing and fuel 
sales of 70%. Given that food is high 
turnover, low margins, that’s not a 
comforting statistic for them.

Add to that they have promised 
a 10% staff bonus for those working 
through the pandemic, have hired 
another 45,000 staff to fill gaps, whilst 
they are still paying full wages to 
50,000 who are sick or forced to stay at 
home. They will be probably get money 
from the government to cover those 
staying at home, and they are getting 
at £585 million business rate saving. 
But they reckon that it will cost them 
somewhere between £650 million and 
£925 million extra to get them through 
the lockdown.

Now I admit that the tears are not 
running down my withered cheeks as 
I cry bitter tears for their plight. But 
I mention this because these are the 
people who will set the market we have 
to sell into.

Nothing to do with increased farm costs
So this price increase has nothing to do 
with increased farm production costs. 
At the moment farmers are trying to hire 

labour to pick crops for major retailers 
without a clue as to whether the retailer 
will increase the price to cover the 
farmer’s extra costs or not.

So I think we can assume in the new 
normal that people will have to pay a 
higher proportion of their income for 
food. This isn’t entirely unreasonable. 
You can see from the chart at the top 
of the page what proportion of family 
weekly income is spent on what.

But what else will the new normal 
entail. There appears to be an 
acceptance that a lot of jobs will be 
lost. Looking at the chart one area 
where a family can make big savings is 
‘services’. People have already got out 
of the habit of just sending somebody in 
the office out to the local coffee shop for 
everybody.

Then again, I know a lady who 
never washes her hair. She visits the 
hairdresser every week and has it 
washed, cut, and delicately tinted. I 
suspect that there will be fewer people 
doing that in the next year or so. 

Then there’s travel. I saw a piece in 
one of the papers saying that the price 
of flights would be very expensive when 
they started flying again because the 
planes would fly half empty because of 
social distancing. (Stop me if I’m wrong 
but don’t they work with recycled air 
anyway? So you’re still rebreathing it 
even if you sit six feet from somebody) 
But then the paper pointed out with a 
lot of people not earning a lot at the 
moment, there could be a lot fewer 
people wanting to fly anyway.

But then where are you going to fly 
to? Which countries will keep up travel 
restrictions? Also given there are going 
to be all sorts of versions of the current 
virus ricocheting around the world as 
we as a species struggle to get immune 
to them all, do you really want to fly to 

somewhere without a really good health 
service?

Also remember that whilst in this 
country, the government is forking out 
huge sums of money to keep things 
working, a lot of countries don’t have 
this sort of money. So I suspect we’ll see 
the tourist industries in a lot of countries 
just collapse this year and next. Indeed 
in a lot of these places the economies 
might survive only because they run at a 
very low level anyway.

Indeed what about those (often 
Western owned) companies in the third 
world who grow cash crops for the 
western market. Reliant on air-freight 
and cheap labour, how well will their 
business model cope?

World Bank report discusses the 
effect of the pandemic in Sub-Saharan 
Africa, and raises the spectre of 
“’a severe food security crisis’ as 
agricultural production and imports fall.”

 Certainly without the ability to fly 
into the country vegetables produced 
by grossly exploited third world 
labour, buying British does seem both 
the sensible and the moral choice – 
providing that the country can grow  
(and actually harvest) enough food. 

So what is the new normal?

As an aside, if you’re 
looking for a present 
for the Seldom in your 
life, I’ve got three 
e-books of tales about 
dogs, quads, sheep, 
cows and the grubby 
side of farm life. Try looking at https://
www.amazon.co.uk/Fancy-meeting-you-
here-Webster-ebook/dp/B07L4YNXVP/

Or if you prefer paperbacks, I also write 
fantasy. Which includes store lambs and 
the cost of wintering them.

Try Swords for a Dead Lady, https://
www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/
B006C4C8OO
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Automate your Chicken Coop

Door to gain more freedom, time

and flexibility...

Full details on
our website
www.dawntillduskdoors.com
or call +44(0)77 3651 0000

All major credit cards accepted

+P&PGREAT VALUE FROM ONLY

WATERPROOF BOX, EASY INSTALL, 
NO COMPLEX PROGRAMMING OR 

WIRING, NO CONTACTS OR 
SWITCHES TO CORRODE

SPECIAL OFFER!

Get your Complete Kit (opener, 

door and drinker) UK postage 

FREE until 31st July 2020*

Use this coupon code:

UKPOSTFREECOMPKIT07/2020

*Terms Apply



We weren’t happy with the worrying amount of man-

made chemicals given to animals on a daily basis. 

So, we decided to do something about it.

With advice from world-leading medical herbalists, 

we created a completely natural range of ways 

to support animal intestinal hygiene. 

And we’re really proud of it.

Organic and made from 100% natural 

active ingredients, Verm-X® Original 

can be fed all year round. You can 

continue to eat the eggs whilst 

using it because there are no 

artificial chemicals in this 

product.

A herbal supplement 
to restore and maintain

gut vitality

Safe to eat eggs

Vet approved

100% natural herbs

Intestinal control

For all details visit

 Gut Doctor
The

Live Q&A

Home of The Gut Doctor 

Join us every Thursday at 8pm

facebook.com/VermXUK


