
 



 
The De Kolta Pull Handkerchief Vanisher 

The use of a cylindrical metal container to effect the 'vanish' a silk handkerchief is generally credited 
to Buatier De Kolta. 

In fact, this legendary magician developed a number of methods to vanish a handkerchief of which 
what is commonly called 'the pull' is only one example. In all instances, De Kolta took advantage of 
the compressible nature of silk and the fact that a silk handkerchief could be quickly worked into a 
small container concealed in the hand, the container itself then disposed of so that the hand could be 
shown empty. 

The pull handkerchief vanisher is a very deceptive gimmick. It does however have to be set up and 
performed properly to create a perfect illusion. A reasonable amount of preparation, practice and 
performing experience allows the magician to use the pull so that it never occurs to the spectators 
that a secret device is involved, from the audience it appears that the magician gathers up a 
handkerchief in his hands from which it promptly disappears. 

Props 

The pull gimmick. This is available from most magic dealers. Usually the pull is 'pear' shaped with a 
circular opening at the large end into which the handkerchief is introduced and tapering down to a 
smaller diameter at the far end where there is a small hole to anchor the elastic. The pear shape keeps 
the pull from hanging up on the performer's costume as it is pulled rapidly out of sight. 

A pull made out of a thin spun metal is preferred. However, any small container can be used. 

A silk handkerchief. Again, such handkerchiefs can be had from magic dealers. A silk 12, 15 or 18 
inches square (30, 38, 46 cm) is commonly used. The handkerchief must be of a size and weight to 
go into the pull easily. 

Black cord elastic as sold by sewing supply stores is also needed. The elastic should be 'fresh' and of 
1/8th inch (4 mm) diameter or greater. A series of fresh rubber bands, knotted to each other to form a 
chain can also be used. 

In the setup described next, a 'dress hook' is required. These dress hook and eyes are available from 
sewing supply stores and have changed little since they were first described in Victorian magic 
books. The hook is a 'U' shaped wire bent in half at the middle, with the two ends of the 'U' turned 
into small circles to be used to sew the hook to fabric. 

Finally small plastic rings are used to 'guide' the path of the elastic and act as a 'stop' for the pull. 
These rings are also from sewing supply stores and come made of white plastic in various diameters. 



 
Setup 

Thread one end of the elastic through the small hole in the end of the pull gimmick. Tie several knots 
in the end of the elastic so that it will not be able to escape back through the hole. 

Hold the pull at the right hip, then wrap the elastic around the body so that it almost meets the pull. 
The longer the length of elastic used, the more easily the pull will work. Once you have determined 
the length of the elastic in relation to your midsection, cut off the excess elastic and tie a safety pin to 
the end. 

There are two locations for the pull. The first is a spot where it can be obtained easily when you want 
to use it. This should be close to the front of your body on your right side - as far forward as you can 
get it without it being visible to the audience under your costume. At this point a small metal dress 
hook should be sewn to your costume. (Alternately it could be sewn to a small piece of black cloth, 
the cloth then being pinned to the costume.) This hook acts as a 'stop' for the pull by catching the 
elastic under it, the pull held at the front side of the hook. 

 
The second location is further back on the right side, at a location where the pull will be out of the 
way once the vanish has taken place. Thread the elastic through a small ring, then use a safety pin to 
attach the ring to your costume at this point. 

If you wear a vest, the set-up can be slightly different: the ring is attached at the back of the right 



vest arm hole, the hook at the right bottom edge of the vest at the right hip. 

Practice 

It is very important not to spend too much time 'stuffing' the silk handkerchief into the pull. Practice 
pushing the handkerchief into the pull with four or five movements. This is best accomplished by 
placing the handkerchief over the hand and mouth of the pull, tucking the center of the handkerchief 
into the pull, then gathering up the edges and tucking again. 

Handling 

The handkerchief to be vanished is on a table which is to your right and slightly behind you. 

Turn to the right, extending your left arm to pick up the handkerchief. This is a three quarters turn, 
your left arm must be extended out, reaching toward the handkerchief. This action blocks your right 
side and arm momentarily, allowing you to obtain the pull in the right hand. 

Turn to face the audience. The right hand should be across the body, gesturing toward the left hand 
which holds the handkerchief in view. 

Turn to your left, until your right shoulder is toward the audience. Work the handkerchief into the 
pull. The hands should be together, it should not appear that you are 'stuffing' the handkerchief into 
the right hand, but rather you are collecting it up with both hands. 

Once the handkerchief is in the pull, the left hand should be held closed as if it is holding the 
handkerchief. The right hand should release the pull, then swing toward the audience in a 'watch this' 
gesturing motion. The body should turn slightly toward the audience. Look at the left hand, then 
open it to show the handkerchief has vanished. 

Performance Notes 

Pulls have been made over the years in three common shapes. Open at one end and tapering at the 
other; 'Pear' shaped; and open at one end rounded at the other. In theory the pear shape is most 
effective in trapping the handkerchief in its interior and because of its bulge easier to palm. In 
practice whichever is most comfortable for the performer should be used. 

 
The handling described is based on a short film made at the turn of the 20th century by Frederick 
Eugene Powell. Although the description is brief, each move covers a portion of the actual events 
taking place. In Powell's hands the vanish of the handkerchief appeared miraculous. 
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