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Samsung 32J6300
First Test p25 
Some TV brands seem to think

the idea of a screen smaller

than, say, 40 inches is a bit

parochial. Not so Samsung.

A more modest 32in screen is

fi ne for many folks’ purposes,

so why not build one with great

specifi cation, good looks and

excellent performance?

It won’t be long before the trickle of exciting, 
shiny new hi-fi and home cinema products 
previewed at CES – read our Las Vegas Odyssey 
(p29-31) with a TV-centric reprise (p55-57) 
for the details – becomes a deluge. But while we 
brace ourselves for the flood, in this issue we’re 
concentrating on defining the best of what’s 
available right now.

We reckon that when you set a budget for those 
new loudspeakers you need/deserve/covet, it’s 
going to be between £130 and £2000. So we’ve 
produced the definive list of the best 20 pairs 
of speakers you can buy (p33). And if by happy 
circumstance your budget is a bit more generous, 
we’ve also identified the five finest high-end, 
no-compromise items of hi-fi money can buy 

(p60) – because even the wealthy 
need a bit of guidance now and then. 

Simon Lucas, editor

Waiting for the gift 
of sound and vision 

My product of the month

Experience  & heritage
We’ve been hard at 

work helping the 

world discover the 

best in hi-fi  and home 

cinema for more than 

37 years, and have 

getting on for 100 

years of reviewing experience under our collective belts 

– so you can count on our expert opinions.

Dedicated test facilities
We test every product 

in the magazine or at 

whathifi .com  against 

its peers  in our New! 

Improved! bespoke 

reviewing facilities. 

And we test every 

product as a team, so our opinions  and conclusions are 

always the result of collaboration. 

We spot big trends first
MP3 player tests before the iPod even 

existed?  High-def video before it even had 

a name? That was us. We keep you in touch 

with big stories and future trends.

Worldwide 
readership
With seven international 

editions in Africa, Asia and 

Europe, we reach more than 

1.6 million readers every 

month.

Reviews you
can trust

Find us on... @whathifi whf.cm/playlist16youtube.com/WhathifiTVfacebook.com/whathifi.com    whathifi.com

NEXT MONTH
Octave V 80 SE Because sometimes 

only a £9k integrated amplifier will do

Why spending £500 on a wireless 
speaker will change your hi-fi life

The best wireless headphones around,

from affordable to quite
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“Here are those TVs 
from the Big Four that 
we can’t wait to get in 
our testing rooms”
Page 53
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C O N T E N T S

KETAN BHARADIA
Technical editor
Cambridge Audio 
Azur 851N
“A beautifully built, 

premium-priced music 

streamer that delivers an 

excellent all-round sound 

and bags of facilities”

THIS MONTH WE’VE THE 
DEFINITIVE WORD ON 
THESE FINE PRODUCTS
DACS

Rega DAC-R

HEADPHONES

Lindy Cromo NCX-100

STEREO SPEAKERS

ATC SCM 11/19

B&W 683 S2

B&W 685 S2

DALI Zensor 3

KEF Egg

KEF LS50

Monitor Audio Bronze 2

Neat Iota

Neat Motive SX3

PMC Twenty 22

ProAc Studio 118

Q Acoustics 3020/ 3050

Q Acoustics Concept 20/40

Tannoy Kensington GR

Tannoy Revolution XT 6F/8F

Triangle Esprit Titus EZ

Wharfedale DS-1

MUSIC STREAMERS

Cambridge Audio Azur 851N

RADIO

Roberts Stream 107

SET-TOP BOXES

Humax Freeview Play

SMARTPHONES

HTC One A9

Sony Xperia Z5 Premium

STEREO AMPLIFIERS

Dan D’Agostino Momentum

Mark Levinson No. 326S/532H

TELEVISIONS

Samsung UE32J6300

TURNTABLES

VPI Prime

VIDEO STREAMERS

Amazon Fire TV

Apple TV

WIRELESS SPEAKERS

Beats Pill+sound Pulse/Pulse Mini

Bose SoundTouch 20 III



Say hello to the daddy of Cambridge
Audio’s network streamers… and then, if
you’re fortunate enough to have the money,
think seriously about welcoming it into
your hi-fi system with open arms.

The Azur 851N, part of the company’s
flagship Azur 851 Series, is a ‘step up’ from
the mid-ranging CXN (our Product of the
Year) and, as you’d hope for the price, a
pretty giant step at that.

Unlike the CXN, it doubles as a
preamplifier and can plug straight into a
power amp thanks to a volume output
controlled by a 32-bit Blackfin digital signal
processor. Music signals pass through two
24-bit Analog Devices DACs in dual
differential mode, meaning each stereo
channel processes information separately
for, Cambridge says, greater accuracy.

Connections are greater in number too
– the 851N adds second coaxial and optical
and third USB inputs, as well as an AES/EBU
input – and in terms of build it’s more Hulk
than Popeye to look at.

One giant leap
But it’s the leap in performance over the
CXN that really gives it justification for the
heavier price tag around its neck.

The CXN’s muscular, full-bodied
presentation, lathered in enthusiastic drive,
bone-rattling punch and class-leading
insight, is present in the Azur 851N, yet
everything is served with extra helpings of
expression and dynamic skill, not to
mention extra space and openness.

F I R S T  T E S T

This flagship’s a
standard-bearer

Cambridge Audio Azur 851N | Music streamer | £1200

FOR Open and spacious sound;
vast file support; well equipped

AGAINST Bluetooth only
optional; no analogue inputs

★★★★★

through the mix, and the delicate bells
never have to fight for attention.

Striking a balance between power and
delicacy, the Cambridge ensures there’s
never a dull moment in John Williams’
Cadillac Of The Skies. It drives home cymbal
crashes while choral vocals fill the room
with power, scale and openness, and the
pensive-sounding instruments working
away underneath don’t suffer for it.

It draws out the finer flurries of detail, and
as building strings creep ever nearer to their

“A muscular, full-bodied presentation, lathered in enthusiastic

drive, bone-rattling punch and class-leading insight is served

up with extra helpings of expression and dynamic skill”
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EXCLUSIVE, IN-DEPTH VERDICTS ON THE LATEST KITFIRST TESTS

The thrashing electric guitars in Band of 
Horses’ Cigarettes, Wedding Bands that feel 
a little mashed together through the CXN 
are more coherent via the Azur. Even with a 
low-res Spotify stream of Cold War Kids’ 
Lost That Easy, there’s a sense of isolation 
to the vocals and depth to the recording 
that isn’t evident with the CXN.

It just about one-ups its little brother in 
every way, as flagships should do, leaving 
you with a remarkably entertaining and 
versatile performer.

Rhythmic cadence and precision comes 
to the fore; the track’s polyrhythmic 
structure isn’t lost on the Cambridge as it 
keeps tabs on the hypnotic bass beat and 
jagged, melodic synth rhythms, juggling the 
two without compromising their close 
collaboration. It’s punctual, decisive and 
quick on its feet with the fluctuating tempo 
too. There’s punch and depth down low and 
sparkling bite up top, with all-you-can-eat 
solidity fleshing out what’s a clear and 
articulate midrange.

In Sufjan Stevens’ Jacksonville, 
cascading violins, treading keyboards 
and lucid banjo strumming are all 
wonderfully textured around his detailed, 
tender vocals. Trumpets soar freely 

climaxes the Cambridge proves just as 
capable of communicating the sweeping 
dynamic swings as the subtler strokes. 

The music’s laid bare
The Azur really shows what it can do with a 
24-bit/192kHz version of Hans Zimmer’s 
Born In Darkness (from The Dark Knight 
Rises soundtrack). It’s insightful, open and 
layered, the nitty-gritty intricacies of the 
orchestration laid bare. Strings not only 
have the scale and presence to be 
effortlessly encompassing, they enjoy huge 
dynamic sweeps too. If anything can serve 
as a reminder of the streamer’s dynamic 
punch, it’s the clamorous claps and drums 
opening the next song, The Fire Rises.
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It doesn't just sound 

muscular, expressive 

and insightful – it's 

easy to use too. The 

standard remote is 

intuitive but the neat 

app is even better

F I R S T  T E S T

The presentation doesn’t sound too 
compressed when fed MP3 files either. The 
sound closes in notably, like daylight when 
you’ve only half-drawn the curtains – with 
Turin Brakes’ Underdog (Save Me), the 
acoustic strumming isn’t short of room 
– but there’s still plenty of dynamics and
detail. The background guitar work radiates, 
the pings of the guitar solo are intact, and 
there’s expression to Brakes' lofty vocal.

The 851N looks expensive, and we don’t 
doubt its full-metal casework or polished 
(silver or dark grey) finish will stand the 
test of time. Taller and chunkier than the 
CXN, it is nevertheless just as elegant. A 
modern take on the traditional, it adds 
contemporary touches to a classic design.

The crisp 11cm display, about the right 
size we feel, looks almost identical to that 
of the CXN, and the colourful album 
artwork that fills it looks classy. The on-unit 
buttons move away from the side of the 
screen and instead run across the front, and 
although this makes the Azur’s panel look 
busier we like it all the same. The large 
volume dial turns with ease and is helpful 
for manually scrolling large music libraries.

Access all areas – with ease
While the intuitive remote is on hand 
too, the free Cambridge Connect app 
(iOS and Android) is the best way to 
access and browse your music – not least 
if you have a comprehensive library. 

Scrolling music artists, in your choice of 
listed or grid format, is certainly preferable 
to pressing a remote’s down button 
umpteen times just to get from Alison 
Krauss to Eminem.

Generally, the app works well in our time 
with it. Freezes are rare, and never for more 
than a few seconds, and it opens doors to 
thousands of radio stations, promptly 
picking up the servers on our network. Just 
make sure both your device and streamer 
are on the same network.

The interface is easy to navigate, albeit 
more functional than fancy with its 
straight-laced grey colour theme and 
straightforward control design. If you 
have more than one Cambridge streamer 

The main multi-function control 

knob feels smooth in operation

Cambridge Audio has stayed true to 

its corporate look with the 851N

The remote has a comprehensive 

control layout but is still easy to use

UK-based design and engineering 

is a Cambridge Audio hallmark

 IN DETAIL...

SPOTIFY CONNECT

HI-RES

KEY
FEATURES

DSD

24/192



F I R S T  T E S T

says

RATING ★ ★ ★ ★  ★

VERDICT Another knockout Cambridge 

streamer that justifi es its rank above the 

Award-winning CXN

SOUND

FEATURES

BUILD

in the household, it’s easy flicking between
them in the app too.

Whether you connect the Azur over wi-fi
by plugging in the supplied USB adapter or
via ethernet cable, networked music files
up to 24-bit/192kHz can be streamed (and 
upsampled to 24-bit/384kHz) from your PC, 
laptop or NAS drive. And where file 
compatibility is concerned, it doesn’t trip 
up, handling everything from DSD64 to 
FLAC and WAV. It’s digital-library-proof 
then, although if you’re still working on 

8 www.whathifi .com 

building one you have the option to stream
millions of songs from Spotify via Spotify
Connect. AirPlay is on board too, as is
Bluetooth if you buy an optional dongle at
£70. Naturally we’d prefer it if the dongle
were built-in or, at this price, at least 
included in the box.

Getting connected
Building on the CXN’s impressive 
connectivity list, the Azur 851N is well 
appointed around the back. Analogue 
outputs are taken care of by a pair of RCAs 
and balanced XLRs, and there are digital 
optical and coaxial outputs too. 

Twin optical and coaxial inputs join 
the single asynchronous USB input for 
your laptop, and there are three standard 
USB sockets (one on the front, two at the 
rear) for connecting external hard drives 
and memory sticks. As with the CXN, all 
the digital inputs are capable of playing 
hi-res files up to 24-bit/192kHz. There 
are also system connections for universal 
control of a multi-component Cambridge 
system too.

It’s an exhaustive list, although if we’re 
being picky we’d like to see a pair of analogue 
inputs onboard for hooking up legacy kit.

The natural upgrade
Cambridge has done it again. The Azur 
851N, a natural upgrade to the CXN, does all 
the right things and is the ideal high-end 
streamer whether you’re seeking a capable 
digital pre-amp or are simply after 
something to slot into your existing system. 
If you’re starting from scratch, ATC's SCM11 
or Neat's Motive SX3s driven by the Rega 
Elex-R amp would be a great place to start.

We’d like wi-fi and Bluetooth 
connectivity to be more streamlined, but 
having dongles sticking out of the box is a 
small price to pay for the accomplished, 
all-round performance on offer here. 

Storage solution

Streaming music from your computer to a streamer might 

be easy, but if you want the best sound quality you won't be 

able to run other applications. Then there’s the limited 

storage space. The alternative? A Network Attached Storage 

(NAS) device: a 'thinking' hard drive that connects to a 

home network, so music stored on it can be accessed by 

any device or system on that network. Most NASs have 

huge storage capacity – some support 12TB. Yes, really.

1 2 3 4

2

3

4

1

SYSTEM
BUILDER

Tablet
Apple iPad Air 2 ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ from £400 
The best tablet experience on the market

Stereo amplifi er
Rega Elex-R ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ £900

Bags of energy, power, agility and resolution

Stereo speakers
Neat Motive SX3 ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ £1045

Pocket-sized cabinets that pack a real punch

Total build £3545

Some equally sweet kit to use with your Azur

ROUND THE BACK

BUILD QUALITY
You'd expect high standards of 

build on any fl agship, and the 

851N fulfi ls those expectations 

– with both materials and fi nish. 

GOOD CONNECTIONS…
Digital connections feature in 

unusually generous measure: 

two opticals, two coaxials, a 

Type B USB and three Type As. 

…AND UNUSUAL ONES
As well as the usual digital 

ports, the rarer AES/EBU 

standard – normally only on 

studio kit – is also supported.

ANALOGUE OUTPUTS
Single-ended and balanced 

XLR ports are available and 

allow you to output either a 

line-level or variable signal.







BLUETOOTH

USB CHARGING

PORT

3.5MM INPUT
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says

Remember when Apple took over Beats 
Electronics in one of the biggest tech 
deals of all time? Well, following the 
hurried closure of Beats Music (the beat 
goes on with Apple Music, of course) 
the tech giant has been more gentle 
with Beats’ hardware.

The new (fourth) Beats Pill speaker 
stands as the first product released under 
the Apple umbrella – ironically, the original 
Pill was one of Beats’ first self-developed 
products after parting with Monster back in
2012 – and unsurprisingly has been well 
and truly Appletized. At first, you might 
not even be able to tell. Opting to stick with
the familiar Beats’ branding you see on 
every tube journey, Apple has refrained 
from brandishing its own logo.

Not to be taken with water
The fact its ‘+’ moniker now coincides with 
that of Apple’s iPhone 6 Plus may be a 
coincidence, but what’s not is the switch 
from microUSB to Apple’s lightning 
connector for charging, so Appleites need 
carry only a single cable around for both 
their phone and speaker.

More in keeping with Apple’s design 
language, it’s had a facelift for an all-round 
slicker, cleaner design. Not only have 
volume, power and the multi-purpose 
button now moved from the side to the top,
but the sockets to the rear are now also 
covered: peel back a rubber flap a bit to 
uncover the charging socket, or the whole 
way to get to the 3.5mm input and a USB 
socket to charge your phone. Disappointingly,
this doesn’t make the Pill+ waterproof 
though, so don’t take this pill with water.

Apple has stripped the pill of any colour 
(for now, anyway), ditching the heritage 
blue and red finishes and going with classic
black or white. No sign of the rose gold 
finish yet though. Otherwise, the Pill+ is a 
close copy of its predecessor in its capsule- 
shaped fusion of mesh grille and rubber.

Apple hasn’t sought just to make the Pill 
its own, it has made it better too. While the 
older version claimed a seven-hour battery 
life, the Pill+ should party on for 12 (at low 
volumes, anyway) from a three-hour 
charge. Like the old Pill, you can double the
dosage by pairing two together, either for a 

RATING ★★★ ★ ★

stereo performance or simple multi-room 
experience. But instead of using NFC to do 
it, this time a dedicated app – only Apple’s 
second Android app, alongside an iOS 
version of course – facilitates pairing, much 
like with the UE Boom and Megaboom. Just 
check your Android device’s compatibility, 
as one of our review team was unable to 
download the Beats Pill+ app on an LG G4.

The app unlocks more features too: a DJ 
mode lets two smartphones or tablets 
connect to the app to control the speaker, 
so you can counter your friend’s 
questionable playlist with your own.

Room for one more
Slightly larger than the original Pill and 
with two new tweeters sandwiching two 
bigger woofers, the Pill+ is all about creating 
a richer, fuller sound. Apple claims 
midrange performance has improved too.

It’s encouraging news. Sound quality has 
always been the Beats Pills’ Achilles' heel, 
and while we hardly need yet another 
portable Bluetooth speaker there’s always 
room for a good one.

First impressions are positive. Its big, 
solid sound counters its predecessor’s thin, 
wispy presentation, with balance pleasingly 
on the straight and narrow. Those larger 
drivers and off-angle tweeters do a good job 
of throwing David Bowie’s Suffragette City 
out far and wide, taking the bass guitar 
between the teeth and affording it good 
weight and depth.

Decent drive and agility make for a feisty, 
charged rendition, and that’s met with 
clarity and fair detail across the board, even 
if we feel vocals favour solidity over 
absolute transparency.

At low volume, the Pill+ stays poised
amid thrashing cymbals and electrics in
Wolf Alice’s You’re A Germ, but as the
volume goes higher it loses its cool,
resulting in a fair amount of distortion.

Sound of bells ringing
The UE Boom 2 (£120) has greater
composure, as well as more expression up
its sleeve. Play Bright Eyes’ We Are Nowhere
And It’s Now and it’s capable of a more
emotionally intelligent execution, better
communicating the quiver and dynamic
inflections of the vocals. When we find
ourselves favouring the Boom 2 at every
comparison, naturally our performance-
per-pound alarm bells start ringing.

It’s a bitter pill to swallow. Apple has
improved an average speaker line living off
the brand’s street cred – just not by enough.
Its features pass the test, but sound quality
struggles to make an impact in a bloated
market. At £190, this Apple-flavoured Pill+
isn't quite what the doctor ordered.

F I R S T  T E S T

The Pill+ is the fi rst product

since Apple's takeover of 

Beats. It retains the traditional 

shape, but now features 

Apple's lightning port

VERDICT With sound still not up to 

scratch, the latest Pill leaves us prescribing 

better and more aff ordable rivals

KEY
FEATURES

SOUND

FEATURES

BUILD

FOR Big, clear sound; can pair
speakers; USB phone charging

AGAINST Price; struggles at
volume; rivals more expressive

★★★ ★ ★

 “Not quite what
the doctor ordered”

Beats Pill + | Wireless speaker | £190



FOR Good isolation; nicely
balanced; clear sound

AGAINST Require a good
supply of AAA batteries

says

Sometimes you just want to be left alone
with your music, but a crying baby on the
plane or packed carriage on your morning
commute can have other ideas. If the
premium cost of having noise-cancellation
onboard your headphones has left you
resorting to turning up the volume until
you get tinnitus or pressing them closer
against your ears to drown out the sound,
you may be pleased to know Lindy’s
flagship Cromo NCX-100s are only £100.
Even more so, knowing that, for budget
noise-cancellers, they’re pretty good.

Drowns out the humdrum
You’ll see the noise-cancelling activation
switch on the right ear cup (it can also
trigger a bass-booster mode) and, as
promised, you get a good sense of isolation
when it’s on. Sadly it doesn’t have a
rechargeable built-in battery like pricier
rivals, so two AAA batteries are required.

Lindy’s claim that the noise-cancellation
mode removes up to 95 per cent of external
ambient noise is perhaps a little optimistic,
although the NCX-100s prove up to the
challenge of reducing street noise. In our
office, the omnipresent humdrum
chit-chatter is reduced too.

Noise-cancelling headphones have to be
good at multi-tasking, not only to isolate
your music but play it well too, and for the
money the Lindys pull off both.

Clear, upfront and detailed from top to
bottom, their sonic presentation is
instantly likeable, like a stranger down the
pub who cracks great jokes and buys the
drinks all night. Bass is deep and present,
being careful not to commandeer what’s a
very even-handed tonal balance, and mids
and highs are equally confident.

In a quieter place
Play Wolf Alice’s Your Loves Whore and you
get sense of the vocal’s breathy, echoic
quality. During cymbal-bashing, they
comfortably keep a lid on any brightness.

There’s fair texture and clarity to
drums, electric and bass guitar too,
all of which remain detectable
under the dense, cascading
chorus, and are carried along by
the Lindy’s welcome energy.

It’s an enjoyable performance
that’ll have you thinking twice before
snubbing budget headphones, even if we
think stronger dynamics and punch would

RATING ★★★★ ★

F I R S T T E S T

★★★★ ★

VERDICT These decent budget noise-

cancelling headphones manage to nail

the balance of sound and isolation

Lindy joins prestigious list

SOUND

COMFORT

BUILD

complete the package. Bass junkies will 
be pleased to know bass-boost mode 
does exactly that.

Lindy says you should get 20 hours of
noise-cancellation before a battery swap, so
one set should get you through a week's
worth of commuting or a long-haul flight.
When out of juice, you can still listen
through passive mode, which is actually a
subtler listen and exposes the noise-
cancelling presentation for its wispiness. In
a quiet place? Then save your batteries.

Not weighed down
Be prepared for the NCX-100s to take up a
lot of room in your backpack – especially
when transported in the hard-shell case,
which you also get for your money.

You get a quarter of a kilo’s bulk of
headphone, spread democratically between
the thick headband and chunky ear cups.
The build won’t be to everyone’s aesthetic
taste, nor will the bland all-black design,
but they are well made and fit for the job.

The earcups clamp firmly around
your ears, and while the pressure may take
some getting used to, generous padding
on the headband ensures your ears are
well protected. Although our ears
are almost gasping for breath by the
end of It’s A Wonderful Life, they
are largely comfortable; more snug
than overbearing.

When it comes to noise-cancelling
headphones our recommendations
often go to Bose, AKG and Sennheiser,
with prices typically north of £250. As a
more affordable option, the Lindy
Cromo NCX-100s now join that
prestigious list.
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BASS BOOST

KEY
FEATURES

IN-LINE REMOTE

Lindy Cromo NCX-100 | Noise-cancelling headphones | £100

“The passive mode is 

a subtler listen and

exposes the noise-

cancelling presentation

for its wispiness. In a

quiet place? Then save

your batteries“

The NCX-100s are

good budget

headphones,

well made and

comfortable to

wear. Now on our

recommended list

258G (WEIGHT)



FOR Smooth and easy to use;
design; latest Android OS

AGAINST Sound could have
more insight; Full HD only
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says

Let’s cut straight to what everyone’s
thinking: the HTC One A9 looks like an
iPhone 6s. HTC’s new smartphone – which
sits alongside (or rather under) the flagship
M9 in the One range – bears such a close
resemblance to the Apple flagship we’ve
been confused between the two more than
once during testing.

In keeping with the One family's
premium status, the A9 is constructed
entirely out of metal and looks sleek and
desirable. It's slightly smaller and, at 7.3mm,
slimmer than the M9. The curved back of
previous HTC flagship smartphones is now
gone, the A9 featuring a flatter design.

To HTC’s credit, all this means this is a
great-looking smartphone (choose from
carbon gray, opal silver, topaz gold and, our
personal favourite, deep garnet). It’s lovely
to hold, too. It fits nicely in the hand, and is
good to grip. Fun fact: at 143g the A9 weighs
exactly the same as the iPhone 6s.

The home button now doubles up as a
swift fingerprint sensor, and once your dab
has gained you access you benefit from the
Android 6.0 Marshmallow operating system.

Ease of use is a big plus
In use this is one of the most easy-going
smartphones we’ve tested. Navigating
around the device is nice and swift, apps
open instantly and the various camera
modes are intuitive to operate.

Battery life isn’t as encouraging,
however. It seems HTC still hasn’t been able
to raise its game with the A9’s 2150mAh
battery. Our video rundown test saw the A9
last roughly eight hours on a full charge.

The A9 comes with either 16GB or 32GB
of internal storage, which can be expanded
thanks to the SD card slot – something
that's sorely missing from flagships such as
Samsung's Galaxy S6 and S6 Edge+.

HTC's own Sense skin remains an
unobtrusive interface, and we particularly
like the Themes feature which lets you
change the phone's colours, fonts and icons.
The 5in screen has been upgraded to an
AMOLED display, which means punchier
and deeper colours. For the most part, the
1920 x 1080 resolution is perfectly fine:
text is crisp, the colours are rich, and shows
streamed on BBC iPlayer are nicely detailed
and sharp. Motion is stable too, but the A9
still can’t achieve the iPhone 6s's subtlety.

Taking pictures is a real pleasure – the
camera is fast, and you get a good degree of

RATING ★★★★ ★

performance, but one that could be tauter
and deeper in the low end. We find the
iPhone 6s does a better job of delivering
notes with precision and subtlety.

The A9 feels like a mixed bag, but one
that still has enough goodies in it to make it
an enjoyable phone – the latest Android OS
and some nifty camera features will appeal
to many. The picture and sound quality
might not be class-leading, but they’re
appealing enough. As is the One A9 overall.

F I R S T  T E S T

★★★★ ★

Sleek good looks, ease of use,

good customisation options

and the latest operating

system all help make the One

A9 an attractive proposition

VERDICT An iPhone lookalike with the

latest Android specs – an appealing

smartphone that tries to please everyone

Smart, and elegant with it

SCREEN

SOUND

FEATURES

NFC

FINGERPRINT 

SCANNER

KEY
FEATURES

13MP REAR 

CAMERA

HTC One A9 | Smartphone | £420 for 16GB

A single speaker on the bottom edge has 

replaced the front-facing stereo pair

The camera boasts several appealing new 

features, including a 13MP rear lens

 IN DETAIL...

control over focus and 
contrast. The results are 
pleasing, if not mind-blowing – we could do 
with extra detail and a better level of 
contrast, for example – but there is support 
for shooting videos in Ultra HD 4K. 

Speakers have moved
Eagle-eyed readers will notice that the 
front-facing stereo speakers have gone. 
HTC's BoomSound technology is still there 
but the speakers are now at the bottom 
edge of the phone, which supports high-
resolution music (up to 24-bit/192kHz). 

Through headphones, you have to turn 
up the volume quite high to get a full, meaty 
sound, but when you do the cheeriness of 
Semi-Charmed Life by Third Eye Blind 
comes through with rich basslines and 
strong guitar pluckage. It's an enjoyable 



FOR Clear midrange; agile
sound; good streaming features

AGAINST Sound is rather thin;
in-house competition

1 2 3 4 5

7 8 9 10

says

Spotify Connect, internet radio and wi-fi
streaming? Roberts, you're spoiling us.
Packing streaming features into affordable
radios has earned Roberts our Awards for
three consecutive years. It is now offering
the same features for an even more
affordable price in the Roberts Stream 107.

It's a small radio, so we're not expecting
bags of dynamism, bass or volume. True to
form, the Stream 107 can't really muster
much low-end heft, nor does it fill up a
room with big, sweeping dynamics. But it
does do voices well, placing them dead
centre with enough character and punch so
that personality and humour come
through. It's good news if you to listen to
news, breakfast radio or podcasts.

Out of thin air
Stream the LSO's Cantina Band song over
Spotify and John Williams’s funky jazz tune
is every bit as playful as it should be. Turn
up the volume and you’ll even find yourself
tapping along to the jaunty tune. The bass
hardly goes deep, but it's taut and charges
along merrily. The sound’s overall character
is similar to the Award-winning Stream 93i
– just a little thinner. Despite that, there are
no sharp or bright edges to the Stream 107.

Of all the features on the Roberts Stream
107 radio, Spotify Connect is its headliner.
Just connect the radio to the same wi-fi
network your smartphone or tablet is on,
fire up Spotify on your device, press play
and away you go.

The built-in wi-fi is stable and quick to
latch on to a network. You'll have to spin
the tuning knob quite a bit to input the
wi-fi password, but once done the 107 can
then pick up internet radio stations, as well
as music stored on a NAS device or laptop.

While the UPnP steaming function is an
excellent feature, it's a bit wasted on the 107
because the radio’s sound quality doesn't
do justice to your music library. It's fine for
radio stations and Spotify playlists, but the
bigger Stream 93i delivers a more rounded
performance for just £30 more.

The DAB and FM tuners prove stable,
too. You can store up to 15 presets, with five
each for DAB, FM and internet radio. Just

RATING ★★★★ ★

long-press one of the preset buttons when
you pick a station, and it will be saved.

Whereas the 93i has a second dial for
volume, the Stream 107’s dial is for tuning
and selecting stations, and for scrolling
through the menu options. You adjust
volume using oddly shaped buttons on the
radio's front panel, but it feels unintuitive
and the radio is light enough to move when
you press down. There’s no remote control
included, but the unit is easy and
responsive to use anyway.

A large, legible display
The display is identical to the Stream 93i,
which is an excellent decision by Roberts.
It is large, legible and packed with
information. The main sources are laid out
in large icons, while station logos also show
up in colour.

When it's playing, you can press the ‘Info’
button to show various display features:
song and artist name, programme blurb,
time and date, signal strength (which is
handy) and even the sampling rate of the
track playing.

F I R S T  T E S T

★★★★ ★

VERDICT A good compact radio that has

an excellent range of streaming features

for a sensible price

“As playful as it should be”

KEY
FEATURES

SOUND

FEATURES

BUILD

The radio itself is a standard-looking 
rectangle, with a light, compact build that 
makes it easy to place anywhere. It is also 
portable, though you'll have to insert AA 
batteries in the back. It should last for a 
reported 15 hours, and there are LEDs on 
the front panel to show battery status. 

The Stream 107 has more features than 
we’d expect for a radio of its kind. It’s an 
excellent deal – but for just a little more, the 
Stream 93i sounds bigger, more rounded 
and more satisfying. And those streaming 
features make a lot more sense when 
coming out of the punchy 93i. But if you’re 
after a compact radio that’s great with 
voices, the Stream 107 is worth a listen.
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DAB & FM TUNERS 

15 PRESETS

WI-FI

Given the Stream 107's compact size,

the sound isn't large or punchy, but it

has more features than you'd expect

“The Stream 107 can't fi ll a room with sweeping

dynamics. But it does voices well, placing them

so that personality and humour come through”

With built-in wi-fi , 

the 107 can play

music from a NAS

device or laptop

Roberts Stream 107 | Radio | £120





FOR Multi-room potential;
full-bodied sound; intuitive app

AGAINST No hi-res; limited
services; overbearing bass

says

Will it be third time lucky? Bose is certainly
hoping so with its SoundTouch 20, which
joins the SoundTouch 10 and the bigger
SoundTouch 30 before the product range’s
third birthday. We gave the previous version
of the 20 three stars in 2014 – good looks
and clear sound were let down by limited
file compatibility and overstated bass – but
it has come a long way since.

Firstly, its predecessor’s AirPlay has been
replaced with Bluetooth for more universal,
Android-friendly connectivity. We’ve never
been won over by the quality of streaming
through Airplay, so this is a good move.

Bose says through 802.11n dual-band
wi-fi the connection is stronger and more
reliable this time round too, which can only

RATING ★★★★ ★

SoundTouch products together, playing the
same music across all speakers or different
music in zones. While the SoundTouch
Controller app is charged with multi-room
set-up – grouping (and ungrouping)
speakers is intuitive, and juggling different
speakers is easy – it’s just as useful as a
remote control for a SoundTouch speaker.

One man and his guitar
We approach the SoundTouch 20 III with an
expectation of sonic weight and bottom-
heaviness – neither the Bose SoundLink nor
SoundLink Mini shied away from that.
Low-end extension is considerable, though
bass levels are still a little overegged – and
unsurprisingly, the unit won’t take kindly to
being placed in the corner of a room.

The bass driving Frankie & The
Heartstrings’ Hunger weighs the rest of
piece down, the delivery lacking the speed
and agility that you get from the Bluetooth-
only, multi-Award-winning Geneva Model S
Wireless DAB+. It gifts the midrange the
solidity and body to capture Greg Lake’s
strong, thick vocals in Emerson, Lake &
Palmer’s Lucky Man, and there’s no scarcity
of clarity and detail as acoustic harmonies,
drums and cymbals come to the fore.

It’s a comfortable listen – insightful and
clean – and while it may favour a club beat,
doesn’t turn its nose up to the more folksy
sound of a man and his guitar.

be a good thing, especially for those looking
to buy into the range’s multi-room sell. We
were also disappointed by the lack of WAV
and FLAC support, but both are now
supported. Sadly, hi-res remains on the
shelf (16-bit/44.1kHz is the limit), but Bose
hasn’t ruled it out in future editions.

Streaming services are modest too, but
Spotify Connect, Deezer and iHeartRadio
have been added to the existing Pandora
and internet radio stations. It’s an
improvement, although Tidal, Apple Music
and Google Play Music are needed to match
the top wi-fi enabled rivals.

Group dynamics
But thankfully some of the SoundTouch
20’s heritage has stuck around. This latest
version looks more or less the same as ever
– a shrunken SoundTouch 30 – with its
chunky exterior’s clothed front, clearly
readable OLED display and glossy top. It’s
‘classic Bose’ – smart yet safe.

As well as Bluetooth, it can still stream
music directly over the internet – over the
air or via ethernet cable – from any PC, NAS
drive, tablet or smartphone connected to
the same network. Auxiliary and USB
inputs let you hardwire your portable
music devices too, the latter another route
for receiving software updates.

Multi-room has been, and still is, a huge
pull for the range. You can group multiple

F I R S T  T E S T

★★★★ ★

VERDICT Bose is heading in the right

direction with the latest SoundTouch 20,

but sound quality still needs improving

“Classic Bose, smart yet safe”

KEY
FEATURES

SOUND

FEATURES

BUILD

Scale, power and volume distinguish the 
SoundTouch 20 from its little brother, the 
SoundTouch 10, and they are more than 
decent for its price and size. There’s scale 
for the track’s synthesizers to soar beyond 
the background vocals, and the dynamics 
for it to die down on cue for the next verse.

If you want the convenience and 
functionality of multi-room and wi-fi, 
the SoundTouch 20 III is a good choice – 
not to mention a better proposition than 
its predecessors offered a year or two 
ago. There’s still room for improvement 
in the range of sonics and streaming 
services, but right now it shapes up to 
be a good value option for those who are 
after the whole works.
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SPOTIFY CONNECT

MULTI-ROOM

BLUETOOTH

The SoundTouch 20 III is

an improvement upon its

predecessors, but the bass

is still a little overegged

“If you want the convenience and functionality

of multi-room and wi-fi , the SoundTouch 20 III is

a good choice – and better than a year or two ago”

Bose SoundTouch 20 III | Wireless speaker | £350
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In a world that’s only just making sense of
4K on TV screens, the idea of having the
technology on a mobile phone might seem
at best superfluous, and at worst pointless.

However, with 2K phone screens now on
the verge of their third generation, it was
only a matter of time before a manufacturer
ran with the ‘world’s first 4K smartphone’
title and Sony has beaten the competition.

An impressive headline for sure, but the
Xperia Z5 Premium doesn’t quite follow
through with its 4K promises.

Lovely, but what to watch?
While the display is a 4K screen (UHD if
we’re being picky), most of the time you
won’t actually be watching 4K, making the
phone’s killer feature a bit of a damp squib.
That’s not to say it isn’t impressive. The
5.5in IPS display boasts a 3840 x 2160 pixel
resolution with an amazing 806ppi – almost
double that of the standard Xperia Z5.

The problem is that the operating system
hasn’t been optimised in 4K, nor have the
majority of apps so, with the exception of
Sony’s own Video and Photos applications,
most of the time you’ll be seeing things
only in Full HD. The Xperia Z5 Premium is
capable of capturing 4K video, so you can
watch that back natively, but 4K content
from the likes of YouTube, Netflix and
Amazon isn’t yet compatible with mobile,
leaving you a little short.

We load some 4K demo clips on to the
phone, and it looks stunning. Contrast is
strong, with deep blacks and clean bright 
whites, though there is a slight loss of 
shadow detail compared with the iPhone 
6s, which keeps the outlines of objects 
clearer in murkier scenes. Colours are 
punchier, but on the cooler side when 
compared with the iPhone, with reds and 
greens in particular standing out. There’s 
still subtlety here, meaning it’s not just 
about in-your-face colour.

It makes for an engaging picture, offering
a real sense of depth and all the detail you’d
expect at this resolution, giving a glimpse 
of what movies on-the-go could look like 
once the technology is ready to support it.

colours by some margin, while X Reality Pro
often oversharpens edges, so leave it off for
the most natural picture.

Have a quick scan
The Z5 Premium follows in the footsteps of
the rest of the Z5 family, dropping the
much-lauded rounder edges of the Z3 for a
flatter, boxier design that hails back to the
early Z range days. Far from being a
nostalgic hat-tip though, this design is to
accommodate the new fingerprint scanner
power button on the right hand edge.

Sony is particularly proud of its
fingerprint scanner because of its size – it’s
much slimmer than those on the likes of
the Samsung Galaxy S6 or the iPhone 6s.
On the whole, we find it to be very reliable,
even when trying to catch it out, and quick
too, allowing you to both wake the phone
and unlock it in under a second.

Elsewhere, the design is pretty familiar,
with Gorilla Glass back and front panels
(which are still fond of harbouring
fingerprints), aluminium trim and nylon
corners to protect it from knocks. The boxy
design has left a notable edge to the front
and back of the frame, which doesn’t feel
the most ‘premium’ but, at 7.8mm thin, the
phone is slim enough to look the part (if a
touch on the heavy side at 180g). Its skinny
left- and right-hand bezels mean it doesn't
feel like a large device in the hand either.

Getting down to the nitty gritty, the Sony
Xperia Z5 Premium packs a 64-bit octa-core
Snapdragon 810 processor, with 3GB RAM. 
It’s the same processor that plagued the 
Z3+ with overheating issues, but we don’t 
notice anything more than slight warming 
over an extended period.

There's only a single choice of 32GB of 
on-board memory, but with a microSD card 
slot supporting cards up to 200GB we don't 
think this will be an issue for most people.

Sony has toned down its user interface, 
which sits over the top of Android Lollipop, 
with simpler icons and a stripped-back 
approach. There are still more Sony apps 
than necessary, particularly Sony’s own 
versions of apps that Google does better.

A matter of time for the
 “world’s first 4K phone”

F I R S T  T E S T

FOR Sharp 4K screen; vibrant 
colour palette; punchy audio

AGAINST Expensive; 4K USP 
largely unused; fl awed camera 

Sony is proud of its fi ngerprint scanner – 

it’s much slimmer than those of its rivals. 

We fi nd it to be quick and reliable too

To keep the Z5 Premium waterproof,

make sure you close all the fl aps, like

this one covering the microSD slot

5.5IN SCREEN

KEY
FEATURES

3840 X 2160

RESOLUTION

★ ★ ★ ★ ★

 IN DETAIL...

Sony Xperia Z5 Premium | 4K Smartphone | £630

Step down to Full HD and despite Sony’s 
claims of upscaling, we couldn’t see too 
much by way of obvious improvements 
when comparing the Z5 Premium with the 
iPhone 6s and the regular Xperia Z5. 

We don’t feel disappointed for too long, 
as it’s still a great picture, matching its 
competition pretty closely in terms of detail 
levels and insight, and carrying off the same 
bright colour palette as before, whether we 
choose content stored on the phone or 
stream from Netflix.

We’d avoid the Image Enhancement 
options though – Super Vivid oversaturates 

806ppi
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F I R S T T E S T

We’re not totally convinced by 
Sony’s two-day battery-life claim, but 
we get through around a full day of 
normal usage. As ever, you will find it 
drain quicker if you’ve got a long 
commute filled with video or 
gaming. It also takes a hit if you are 
tempted to have the brightness up 
high when watching movies.

Hi-res audio support
Sony has followed in the footsteps of 
its other devices and kept high-
resolution audio support on the Z5 
Premium. The sound is well-timed 
and full of detail, and with the same 
refinement we noted on the Xperia 
Z5. Music sounds clean, with a 
focused and enthusiastic midrange 
and a rich, weighty low end.

Listen to a hi-res recording of 
Muse’s Supremacy and rhythms stay 
tight as the song rises and falls in 
tempo, drum kicks are full-bodied 
and authoritative, and there’s plenty 
of space afforded to the grandiose 
instrumental arrangement. An 
acoustic version of Gotye’s Somebody That
I Used To Know shows the Z5 Premium is 
just as at home with quieter tracks. There's
superb insight and a great handle on 
dynamics that shows off the subtle 
differences in guitar strums. 

Sony has gone big on its camera for the 
Z5 family, and the same one features across
the whole range. It’s the first time since the
Xperia Z1 that the camera module has been
redesigned from the ground up, so Sony 
has been shouting loudly about it.

It's an impressive

5.5in UHD screen

– 3840 x 2160

resolution, 806ppi

– but this killer

feature is still a bit

of a damp squib

The Z5 Premium

has a familiar

design, with the

rounded bezels

meaning that it

doesn't feel like 

such a big device

The main camera is a 23MP snapper with
an F2.0 lens and new larger 1/2.3 sensor. It 
uses a new hybrid autofocus that claims to 
take snaps in around 0.03 seconds. This 
might be true in perfect light conditions, 
but we find that variable light slows it 
down, and in low light it can be sluggish.

The photos from the Z5 Premium are 
largely very good. In decent light, images 
look sharp, detailed and well balanced, with 
the Superior Auto+ mode doing a good job 
of choosing the best settings for the 
scenario. Colours are a touch more vibrant 
compared with the iPhone 6s, and whites a 
little more bluey, but for the most part the 
image stays on the right side of believable. 
Low-light performance isn’t as good as we’d 
hoped though, and you’ll get cleaner results 
by using the flash.

Waiting for the 4K
As for video, 4K comes into its own here, 
largely due to the fact you can watch it back 
in its native resolution. Whether 4K or Full 
HD, videos are sharp and motion is smooth, 
with Sony’s SteadyShot feature helping 
stabilise any shaky video to good effect.

The world’s first 4K smartphone doesn’t 
quite deliver in the way we’d hoped, but 
once 4K content for mobile arrives, this sort 
of device will make much more sense. Right 
now, with its USP largely underused, this is 
basically a slightly bigger, slightly fancier 
Xperia Z5 with a few tricks up its sleeve. 
The screen is gorgeous, but then so is the 
Z5’s – and a lot of the time, you won’t be 
able to see a lot of difference, which makes 
the £200 price disparity a sticking point.

There’s no doubt this is a capable phone 
with plenty of things to love – its snappy 
performance, great sound quality and 
quality build to name a few – but it has big 
competition, and not least from its cheaper 
and almost equally capable little brother.

says

RATING ★ ★ ★★ ★

VERDICT A good all-round performer, but 

with 4K content scarce, the Z5 Premium 

off ers little over the standard version

SCREEN

SOUND

FEATURES

“The screen is gorgeous,

but so is the Z5’s – and 

you won’t be able to see 

much diff erence, making

the price disparity a

bit of a sticking point”



FOR Exciting sound; sturdy
build; expressiv

AGAINST USB input sacrifices

says

Wewere big fans of the original Rega DAC.
Reviewed back in 2012, this brick-shaped
black box delivered a combination of
detail, dynamics and
rhythmic ability few rivals
could better. Its only
shortcoming was a USB
input that was limited to a
sampling rate of just 48kHz.

This wasn’t a massive
negative at the time, as the
availability of high-
resolution recordings with
sampling rates of 88.2kHz or
higher was limited. But things have since
improved notably on that front.

Workmanlike aura
The most obvious difference between the
DAC-R and its predecessor is that the new
unit can now accept 24-bit/192kHz music
streams through all its inputs. Rega hasn’t
been tempted to include DSD compatibility
though, which is a shame as most recent
rivals have added this format to their
armoury. Such recordings are of minority
interest, but we would prefer to have the
option to play them.

The rest of the DAC-R’s design is familiar,
but the new model is a few centimetres
deeper. The casework looks pretty much
the same as before, a solid-feeling mix of
aluminium and steel. Finish is good,
though the product has a workmanlike
quality to it rather than an aura of luxury.

The DAC-R’s front panel is a simple affair
with just three buttons – power, input and
filter settings. There are six digital filter
options – three for signals with sampling
rates below 48kHz and three for those above.

There is no right or wrong choice and, as
usual, much depends on the partnering
system and personal taste. In our system
we alternate between Filter 1 and 2 (these
are Linear Phase and Minimum Phase
variants) depending on the recording.

Look inside and you’ll find that,
revamped USB module aside, much is
familiar. Rega has taken care with the basics
– optimising signal paths, component
quality and the power supply arrangement.
A good deal of effort has gone into reducing
noise – both internally generated and that
coming in from the source.

The back panel shows a good range of
connections. Alongside the asynchronous
USB you'll find two opticals and a pair of

RATING ★★★★ ★

coaxes. Another slight change from the first
model is the use of a traditional IEC mains
lead rather than the less common cloverleaf
design originally used. There’s the option
of both optical and coax digital outputs, but
most people will just leave these unused.

Bigger than Yeezus
Those familiar with the last model will
recognise Rega’s sonic signature instantly.
Through the coaxial or optical inputs the
DAC-R produces an appealing sound. It’s a
sparkling performance, delivering music as
varied as Stravinsky’s The Rite of Spring and
Kanye West’s Yeezus with conviction.

We love the Rega’s expressive dynamics –
the way it builds the crescendos in the
Stravinsky piece while managing to resolve
nuances in the quieter sections is
impressive. It’s brilliantly organised too,
keeping the instrumental strands in place
even when the music gets complicated.

With Yeezus the Rega is surefooted
rhythmically and never short of insight or
punch. Rivals such as Audiolab’s M-DAC
pull ahead when it comes to outright
spaciousness and the ability to render a
wide-open sound stage.

F I R S T  T E S T

★★★★ ★

VERDICT The Rega DAC-R is one of the

best-sounding DACs you'll find at this price

– provided you avoid using the USB input

Losing some of the black magic

KEY
FEATURES

SOUND

FEATURES

BUILD

The Audiolab delivers a more textured
sound through the midrange too, giving 
vocals a bit more subtlety. But the shortfalls 
aren’t serious and the Rega counters with 
more convincing timing, a firmer grip on 
bass and a greater dose of dynamic punch.

Failed connections
Change to the USB input and the story isn’t 
quite so positive. We use an Apple MacBook 
Air loaded with Pure Music software and 
are surprised at how limited the 
performance is in relative terms. Rhythm 
tracks lose a little snap while dynamics are 
neutered compared to the sound through 
the other inputs. It’s still a listenable 
presentation, but the same USB-versus-
coax comparison with the Audiolab M-DAC 
shows far smaller levels of degradation.

If you’re going to use the Rega DAC-R 
with anything other than the USB input 
you’ll end up with one of the best-sounding 
number-crunchers £600 will buy. It’s 
energetic, yet has enough in the way of 
subtlety to impress. But if you’re going to 
use USB predominantly, there are 
better-sounding options at this price.
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VIA USB

REMOTE CONTROL

CHOICE OF FILTER

SETTINGS

The DAC-R is solid

and workmanlike 

rather than having 

any aura of luxury

The back panel 

has a range of 

connections. Just

avoid the USB

Rega DAC-R | Digital-to-Analogue Converter | £600

24-BIT/192KHz 





FOR Good picture and sound;
easy to use; seven day catch-up

AGAINST No Netflix yet,
though it is promised later

says

In the olden days you watched whatever
was on. If you didn’t want to do that, you
either watched regardless or left the room.

The Humax FVP-4000T is the opposite
of that. It’s a Freeview Play box, which
means, as well as accessing catch-up
services via their apps, you can scroll
through the television guide to watch
anything you missed in the last seven days.

Catch-up made easy is how it’s described,
and, at least in theory, it’s difficult to argue
otherwise. For those more forward-thinking
viewers, or those without internet, you can
also rummage forward though the
programme list and schedule recordings
– up to four at once, while watching a fifth
– to fill your 500GB (around 300 hours
standard definition recording) or 1TB
(around 600 hours) hard drive.

The hub of the matter
Elsewhere, it can play content – video,
music or photos – via USB, any storage
device connected to your home network or,
with Humax’s live streaming app, wirelessly
via a phone or tablet. It’s a fairly
comprehensive home entertainment hub,
also benefitting from Dolby Digital Plus for
those with surround sound.

In the box we find a stylish product. Ours
is the Mocha version, a black box with
brown faux-leather surface and silver trim,
while the Cappuccino is identical but for
white plastic and gold trim. Equally suave is
the remote control. Black but for a rather
retro brushed-metal plate set behind the
numbers, it’s lightweight but quite
adequate with its well-sized buttons.

Alternatively, you might want to load
your phone or tablet with the Humax apps –
an intuitive remote control app and one for
setting recordings remotely as well as the
live streaming app previously mentioned.

Setting up is straightforward: simply plug
in the power, television aerial and HDMI to
your TV (and, if your wi-fi signal is
questionable, ethernet cable), and follow

RATING ★★★★★

the on-screen prompts. After a software
update – Humax promises on its website
more are en route to include streaming
services such as Netflix – we’re under way.

Fifty shades of grey hair
We’ve no complaints about picture quality.
Watching the Masters snooker, for example,
there’s plenty of detail to distinguish the
greys in Ronnie O’Sullivan’s once
exclusively dark hair, and the colour of the
balls against the baize is vibrant but natural.
We’ve no trouble distinguishing reds from
the brown or pink, for example, as can be
the case with a poorly adjusted pallet.

As the Rocket lives up to his nickname,
progressing rapidly round the table, there
are no issues tracking him or the restless
cue ball. Effectively, it won't hold back your
TV set, and you can’t say fairer than that.
The same applies to sound quality: there is
fine expression in voices and decent
musicality that we feel lacks nothing in
comparison with our telly’s native sound.

F I R S T  T E S T

★★★★★

VERDICT If Freeview Play is catch-up

made easy, the Humax FVP-4000T is an

ideal conduit: unfussy and getting better

The opposite of the olden days

KEY
FEATURES

PICTURE

SOUND

FEATURES

Perhaps most importantly, it’s easy to 
navigate, despite it being a different to any 
interface we’re used to from Humax. Even 
disregarding any shortcuts, everything is 
accessible via the blue ‘home’ button on 
your remote, including a handy tab for 
recently watched channels. We encounter 
no problems accessing apps, recording or 
watching shows back, and find all to be 
satisfyingly swift and reactive.

The box that delivers
In short, we’d have no problem using the 
FVP-4000T at home. It looks good, 
physically and on-screen, and is a fine route 
to catching everything you want to see on 
Freeview HD. We aren’t discouraged by the 
lack of apps such as Netflix, given the range 
of connections and promise of its presence 
in the future. If Freeview Play is your bag, 
this could well be the box to deliver it.
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FREEVIEW PLAY

MEMORY

The Humax comes in

stylish Cappuccino or

Mocha fi nishes, with a

faux-leather top and an

equally suave remote

“The Humax is a fairly comprehensive home 

entertainment hub, also benefitting from Dolby

Digital Plus for those with surround sound“

Set-up is straightforward

and you will soon have 

your comprehensive 

home entertainment 

hub up and running

Humax Freeview Play | Set-top box | £200

500GB/1TB







 www.whathifi .com 25
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A few years ago, £600 was the standard 
pricetag for a smart 32in Full HD TV. Our 
2010 Award winner cost £700, for example. 
Yet for the past two years, the top brands 
have settled nearer the £400 figure – price 
drops have to cease somewhere, after all.

With the spotlight on bigger screens and 
growing accessibility of 4K, you could say 
humble TVs like the UE32J6300 (the 
smallest of Samsung’s top Full HD ranges) 
have been sidelined. Like the swings when 
the funfair comes to town.

But they still live and breathe, and 
Samsung is trying to keep an air of modernity 
around this one by making it curved. It’s 
subtly done – the frame seems more curved 
than the screen itself – and has more of a 
case for consistency throughout its J6300 
range, which goes up to 55in, than it does 
for ‘immersion’. It looks smart, though.

But at £380 it’s not exactly a bargain, 
especially when you consider our favourite 
small TV of 2015, the 40in Panasonic 
TX-40CS520, matches it for price. But
if 32in is as large as you can go, the 
UE32J6300 throws everything at you.

Lure of the city lights
There’s a tick in every box when it comes to 
catch-up TV – BBC iPlayer, ITV Hub, All 4 
and Demand5 are all here – and Amazon 
Instant Video, Netflix, and YouTube join 
more obscure streaming titles like MUBI 
and BFI Player – it's ideal for movie lovers.

So unless you have discs itching to be 
played, a Blu-ray player isn’t essential to 
make the most of this Samsung. Though of 
course they, along with games consoles and 
hard drives, can be plugged into the TV's 
inputs: four HDMIs, three USBs and legacy 
analogue connections. An optical output 
caters for a soundbar, a headphone output 
for headphones, and there’s a LAN socket if 
you’d rather hardwire your TV to the 
internet than stream wirelessly.

Navigating Tizen, Samsung’s TV software, 
has become second nature to the What 
Hi-Fi? team, and as an improvement on the 
full-page ‘hubs’ that clad previous TVs, it’s 
something of a success. Like with LG’s 
WebOS, tiles of allocated apps and channels 
run along the bottom of screen, with most 
operations overlaying current viewing for 
minimal disruption. It’s generally foolproof, 
and menus are logical and straightforward.

When it comes to picture performance, 
the UE32J6300 may not have the wow 

RATING ★★★★★

factor of the headliners 
– the sharpness of 4K, 
the blacks of OLED – 
and the underwhelming 
screen size. But it 
puts in a solid, pretty 
faultless stint: squeaky 
clean and autumn-leaf 
crisp, with clarity 
and coherence leading 
the rank.

Iris – a documentary 
on 93-year-old 
fashionista Iris Apfel 
– is a delight to watch. 
The onslaught of colour 
throughout the show is 
both punchy and 
bright, and after fine-
tuning the Samsung’s 
picture settings for further 
refinement and accuracy, 
glitter sparkles and beads 
reflect while Iris’s 
thick-framed glasses are 
a good advert for the 
Samsung’s deep, solid blacks.

Over to John Wick on Blu-ray and the 
Samsung manages to unearth clarity and 
detail in the film’s dingy underground 
palette. Suits are distinguished against the 
shadows, while city lights punch out of the 
night sky. Standard defi nition is sharper and 
cleaner than we’ve seen on small (40in) 4K 
TVs too – generally a benefit of Full HD sets 
over 4K rivals. The inevitable downgrade 
going from BBC One HD to the SD channel 
is less disturbing here than in most cases.

No need to touch base
Where it really surprises us is sound 
quality. The volume possible from such a 
diminutive set is generous, comfortable 
right the way up to 100 without sounding 
shrill or forced. And while action scenes 
might not be as weighty or dynamically 
engaging as they would through a soundbar
(or ‘base), we wouldn’t necessarily rush out 
to buy one for casual TV viewing. It’s clear 
and detailed enough to get across a 
soundtrack’s essential information.

If you’re interested in a 32in Full HD
set, the Samsung UE32J6300 is a very
good buy indeed. Picture quality is hugely 
competitive and its smarts (as with a lot
of Samsung sets right now) set a 
benchmark of their own.

F I R S T  T E S T

Samsung has given

this humble 32in TV

an air of modernity 

by introducing a

subtle curve

VERDICT With decent picture and sound 

quality, this 32in do-it-all television from 

Samsung is a strong contender

KEY
FEATURES

PICTURE

SOUND

FEATURES

FOR Crisp picture; good 
upscaler; attractive design

AGAINST You can buy larger 
rivals for the same money

★ ★ ★ ★ ★

“Squeaky clean, autumn-leaf crisp”
Samsung UE32J6300 | TV | £380

32IN

1080
FULL HD

FOUR HDMI INPUTS
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The Bristol Sound and Vision show 
is the UK’s largest and longest-running 
hi-fi show. Now in its 29th year, it 
remains an AV extravaganza – a 
celebration of the best that the hi-fi 
and home cinema industry can offer.

This is where you’ll find all your 
favourite companies under one roof – 
there are 180 exhibitors (and 
counting) taking over eight levels of 
the hotel. Fancy getting some 
playtime with the latest kit? You’ll see, 
hear and talk to the manufacturers. 
You might even spot a few bargains.

In keeping with tradition, the 2016 
Bristol Show will take place at the 
Marriott City Centre Hotel, Lower 
Castle Street, Bristol BS1 3AD from 
Friday 26th to Sunday 28th February.

Tickets on the door cost £12 for 
adults and £10 for students or over 
65s, although you get a 15 per cent 

discount if you book online in advance. 
Accompanied children under 16 are free, 
and students get free Pioneer headphones. 
For more info, visit www.bristolshow.co.uk

Here are just a few highlights lined up at 
Sound and Vision: the Bristol Show 2016.

Acoustic Energy 
The British brand has been quiet of late, 
but Bristol 2016 marks the public launch 
of the Aego 3 system. It comes in two 
configurations: two satellite speakers
with a subwoofer, or a soundbar with a 
subwoofer. Both have aptX Bluetooth 
connectivity. By reception, ground floor

Arcam
More AV receivers are getting the Atmos 
treatment, and Arcam has joined the fray. 
This is Arcam’s fi rst showing of the fl agship 
AVR850. Empire 2 Suite, ground floor

Bowers & Wilkins
B&W will be showing off its new 800 
Series Diamond speakers, comprising 
three floorstanders, a standmounter and 
a pair of centre-channel speakers. Look 
for the 805 D3, with diamond tweeter. 
Wallace Suite, lower ground floor

Bryston
Bristol 2016 will see the launch of the 
Bryston BA-3, a DAC that can decode up 
to 384 kHz/32-bit PCM music and up to 
DSDx4 natively. SS Great Britain 2 and 3 
Suites, ground floor

Chord Electronics
DAVE stands for ‘Digital to Analogue 
Veritas in Extremis’. It is Chord’s flagship 
DAC, preamp and headphone amp. It 
will be partnered with Chord’s SPM 
1200MKII power amp and PMC’s PM26 
speakers. Stand Bristol 5, ground floor



Adults Online On the door

One day £10 £12

Two day £18 £20

Seniors & students Online On the door

One day £8 £10

Two day £14 £16

Under 16s free with acompanying adult

Where? 

Marriott City Centre Hotel,

Lower Castle Street, 

Bristol BS1 3AD

When? 

26-28th February 2016

Open daily, 10am-5pm

PRICES | Buy online now and save 15%

ESSENTIAL INFORMATION

More  confi rmed 
exhibitors:
Audio-Technica
Astell & Kern
Atacama Audio
Blue Horizon
Canton
Chord Company
Classé
Dali
Devialet
Dynaudio
Epson
Exposure
Entotem
Focal
GamuT
Grado
Henley Designs
Hi-Fi Racks
IAG
IsoTek
JL Audio
JVC
KEF
Lehmann
Mission
Musical Fidelity
Naim Audio
Neat Acoustics
PMC
Quad
QED
Rega
Tannoy
Yamaha

In association with
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Sennheiser
Sennheiser has been absent from 
the Bristol Show for two years but 
now it’s back. The company will be 
demonstrating the Momentum 2.0 
and Urbanite family, as well as the new 
high-end HD 800 S. Stand Bristol 10b, 
ground floor

Sony
An audiophile turntable that converts 
vinyl recordings into hi-res files? Yes 
please! The Sony PS-HX500 first 
appeared at CES this year, but makes
its UK debut at Bristol 2016. Stand 
Bristol 13b, ground floor

Spendor
You can expect two new floorstanders: 
the Spendor D9 is a three-way design 
with four drivers, while the Spendor 
SP200 is a three-way design with two 
30cm woofers. Rooms 102 and 106

Tannoy
The Scottish company is 90 years old 
this year, and to celebrate reaching that 
particular milestone is launching two 
new speaker lines: the entry-level 
Eclipse series and the revamped 
Mercury 7 series. Bristol Suite, Room 310

Wilson Benesch
There will be two demonstrations in 
the Conservatory: the ACT One 
Evolution loudspeakers (where ACT 
stands for Advanced Composite 
Technology) and the Discovery II 
standmounter, the latest addition to 
the brand’s reference Geometry series. 
Conservatory 1

Pioneer
Bristol 2016 will be the first public 
showing of Pioneer’s new two-channel 
amps, the A-50DA and flagship A-70DA. 
The company will also show off its 
XDP-100R hi-res portable music player 
and demonstrate the new MQA format. 
Stand Bristol 7a, ground floor

ProAc
Expect a brand new standmount design 
from ProAc: the Response DB1. They’re 
a mini-monitor type, but ProAc says 
they have the sound to rival bigger 
speakers. Room 216

Pro-Ject
The new Pro-Ject 2 Xperience SB 
S-Shape has an S-shaped tonearm. 
There’s also a new option at the lower 
end – the Pro-Ject RPM 5 Carbon. 
Rooms 416, 418, 420 and 422

Q Acoustics
Expect a new home cinema package 
from Q Acoustics: the Media 7000i 2.1 
Audio System. It is made up of the 
company’s 7000iLR speakers, the 
7000iS subwoofer, plus a new Q-AVA 
stereo amplifi er.
Empire 3 Suite, ground fl oor

Roksan
It’s been a long time since we last saw a 
turntable from these guys, so we can’t 
wait to get rocking with Roksan 
Oxygene 30. It features a multi-layered, 
four-piece plinth design and comes 
complete with a new high-mass 
mounting block to house the motor. 
Rooms 418 and 420

Here’s what to look out for at the UK’s 
largest and longest-running hi-fi show

F O R  A L L  T H E  L AT E S T  B R I S T O L  N E W S  A N D 

P R O D U C T S ,  V I S I T  W W W.W H AT H I F I . C O M

Clearaudio
Three new products will be unveiled: 
the Essence MC cartridge, the 
Innovation Basic turntable and the 
Performance DC turntable. The 
Innovation Basic is an attempt to 
address the affordable end of the 
market, unlike the £90,000 Clearaudio 
Statement, which may also make an 
appearance. Rooms 220 and 222

Creek Audio
For the first time in the UK Creek Audio 
will show off the Evolution 100CD, a 
DAC/CD player combo, along with the 
new Epos K5 speakers. Room 226

ELAC
Expect to see ELAC’s latest speakers, the 
Debut B5 and Debut F5, running off a 
high-end system from Moon by 
Simaudio. A surprise move sees ELAC 
also putting out the DS-101 Discovery, a 
Tidal-integrated music server with 
multiroom capability. Room 228

Elipson
The French company has a new range of 
seven turntables. Their party trick? They 
have Bluetooth, so you can stream your 
vinyl to portable speakers. Room 412

Moon by Simaudio
The new Moon Neo ACE combines 
an integrated amplifier with a high-
resolution streamer and hi-res DAC. 
‘ACE’, in case you were wondering, 
stands for A Complete Experience. 
It won one of our Stars of CES Awards 
in Las Vegas, and makes its UK debut at 
the Bristol show. Room 326

Meet the Team
Once again the What Hi-Fi? team will be 

out in full force. We will be manning our 

stand all weekend, ready to answer your 

questions on hi-fi , home cinema and 

anything else we cover. Got a problem 

you need fi xing? Wondering what to 

get? Just fancy a chat? We’ll be in our 

usual spot in the Bristol Suite on the 

ground fl oor. Come along and say hello.

What to expect?

180 exhibitors confi rmed to date

Exclusive product launches 

Prize draw of £10,000-worth of 

Award-winning kit to be won!

Special Deals & Off ers

For more details go to

www.whathifi .com

What Hi-Fi? at Bristol





CES 2016 | roundup
Las Vegas was the place to be, as the hi-fi and technology industries 
gathered for CES. So what went on in Vegas? We can reveal all...

LAS VEGAS
N E V A D A

W E L C O M E

3631 

83% 

E X H I B I TO R S

O F  TO P 
R E TA I L E R S

6 9
J A N UA RY  2 0 1 6
W E D S SAT

10
 L

U
G

G
A

G
E 

C
A

SE
S

7
 W

H
A

T 
H

I-
FI

? 
R

EV
IE

W
ER

S

LHR 
LAS

10
H O U R 
FLIGHT 

LAS 
LHR 

10
H O U R 
FLIGHT 

TH
E 

M
IR

A
G

E 
H

O
TE

L

Now playing 
The Best of Blur

29 www.whathifi .com 



OUR TEN ‘STAR’ PRODUCTS
1. Arcam SR250

2. Audioquest DragonFly

3. Dan D’Agostino Progression Mono    

4. GamuT Lobster

5. McIntosh RS100

6. Monitor Audio Platinum II

7. Moon Neo ACE

8. Naim Mu-so Qb

9. Sony PS-HX500

10. Technics SL-1200G

CES showcases the weird and wonderful 
– including a lobster-inspired ‘hi-fi’ chair

HTC demoed a prototype 
of the One A9 playing 

MQA tracks – the first 
smartphone to do so. 
Bluesound also 
updated its new 
products to support 

MQA. All we need  
is more record 

companies to sign up and 
for Tidal to launch its MQA 

update, and MQA will be well 
underway and ready for everyone 

in 2016.

Headline-grabbing hi-fi 
Naim grabbed headlines with its new 
Mu-so Qb – a smaller, more affordable 
version of the Award-winning Mu-so 
wireless speaker. The cube-shaped 
speaker costs £595 (compared with the 
Mu-so’s £895), but still includes all the 
streaming features, hi-res file support 
and UPnP functionality of its bigger 
sibling. It keeps the same aesthetics – the 
heat sinks, the impeccable aluminium 
finish, that gorgeous illuminated 
touchscreen/volume dial. We can’t wait 
to get our hands on it.

Naim wasn’t the only hi-fi company 
flaunting a wireless speaker. McIntosh 
revealed the RS100 – a $1000 wireless 
speaker that inherits the Gothic looks 
and blue power meters of its high-end 
amplifiers. There’s support for hi-res 
streaming, Spotify, Tidal and Deezer, and 
you can connect up to 16 speakers 
together in a multi-room system. 

Speaking of glowing power meters, 
Dan D’Agostino showed off its newest 
beast: the Progression Mono Amplifier. 
In a proud lineage of gleefully giant, 
powerful amplifiers with giant, glowing 
power meters, D’Agostino claims this 
monobloc its biggest and most powerful 

turntable has 
integrated 
Bluetooth, so you 
can listen to records 
using any wireless 
headphones, speakers or other receivers. 
Pro-Ject also showed off a wall-
mountable vertical turntable, with its 
tracking force and anti-skate adjusted to 
fend off gravity. The belt-drive VTE is 
only a concept, but it looks pretty 
striking. Clearaudio stuck with a pure 
audiophile turntable: the new 
Innovation Basic costs $6000 without 
the tonearm.

Get ready for MQA 
High resolution music was a hot topic at 
CES 2016: how to get it, how to play it, 
how to stream it. Meridian’s MQA 
(Master Quality Authenticated) 
technology, which packages hi-res music 
into smaller file sizes, has been on the 
horizon for nearly a year now, and we’re 
finally at a position where you can 
download, stream and play MQA content 
on existing devices.

Onkyo Music, 7 Digital and 
Scandinavian 2L stores all carry hi-res 
MQA files you can download, while Tidal 
once again showed a working demo of 
MQA being streamed. The official launch 
isn’t official yet, but it surely can’t be 
much longer now. Existing hi-res player 
Pioneer XDP-100R will be able to play 
MQA files after a firmware update, while 

The Consumer Electronics Show in 
Las Vegas is the annual showcase of 
everything big, shiny and new in the 
tech world. It’s a glitzy, hectic world of 
one-upmanship, where manufacturers 
pull out all the stops to dazzle with the 
latest advancements in technology.

Record decks turn the tables 
However, unlike recent years, the biggest 
product news of CES 2016 wasn’t 
dominated by TVs. It was turntables.

That’s right, the vinyl revival is in full 
swing, with long-standing companies 
taking the wraps off turntables that had 
showgoers gasping with delight. 

Technics stole the show by unveiling a 
fully working model of the new Grand 
Classic SL-1200G – a successor to the 
iconic 1210 direct-drive turntable that 
has been a hi-fi and DJ staple since 1972. 
The reported $4000 price tag set 
eyebrows waggling (especially since the 
original cost a third of that), but Technics 
argues that the updates to the new 
SL-1200G justify the new high-end price. 
We’re sure die-hard fans are already 
digging into their savings.

It wasn’t just Technics who flew the 
flag for vinyl lovers. The Sony PS-HX00 
is an affordable, belt-driven turntable at 
around £400 that can also rip your 
records into hi-res files. DSD and WAV 
files are supported, and the PS-HX00 
will be available from April.

Audio Technica’s £170 AT-LP60BT 
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Meanwhile, Hisense continues to 
bring affordable 4K picture to the 
masses. China’s number one TV brand 
launched 22 new sets at CES, from the 
affordable 4K 43in set 43H7C ($400 in 
US) to the flagship 65H10C curved 
screen ($2800).

2016: the year of 4K?
With 4K graduating from industry 
buzzword to becoming an affordable 
reality for consumers, the next step is 
the introduction of 4K Blu-ray players. 

Samsung and Panasonic were the first 
to demo working samples, though 
Samsung has the upper hand in offering 
pre-orders in the US for the UDB-K8500 
player, costing $400. Panasonic’s 
DMP-UB900, however, is a bit pricier at 
just under €1000. The price of new 
technology is always going to be on the 
premium side, but we think Samsung 
may have won the early adopters over. 

You won’t have to wait long for 
content, either. Amazon is already 
offering pre-orders on films such as The 
Martian, Kingsman: The Secret Service, 
X-Men: Days of Future Past, Life of Pi and 
more in 4K Blu-ray – but only in the USA.

Sony, intriguingly, doesn’t seem too 
fussed about implementing new 
technology in its 2016 products. A new 
Blu-ray player – the Sony UHP-H1 – can 
play hi-res audio and upscale to 4K, but 
doesn’t support 4K Blu-ray natively. A 
new £500 home cinema amplifier, the 
STR-DN1070, is also missing crucial 
technology in Dolby Atmos. It’s a strange 
decision, especially since Sony Pictures 
are releasing films in 4K Blu-ray with 
Dolby Atmos soundtracks this year.

You’ll have to look to its competitors 
if you want to experience Dolby Atmos 
in its surround-sound glory. Hot on 
the heels of Yamaha’s ‘world first’ 
Atmos soundbar are Samsung and 
Philips with their own takes on an 
Atmos soundbar. Unlike the simplicity 
of Yamaha’s YSP-5600 (which blasts 
out convincing Atmos surround sound 
from one single chunky bar), Philips 
includes a wireless subwoofer with its 
bar, while Samsung HW-K950 goes one 
further and throws rear speakers in to 
the mix. McIntosh also joins the Dolby 
Atmos gang, with its $7000 MX122 AV 
receiver supporting DTS:X and Auro-3D 
surround formats.

Will 2016 be the year that 4K becomes 
a household technology across the 
world? Or is this the year of the turntable, 
even as hi-res music is becoming more 
and more widespread across devices and 
users? We can’t wait to find out.

Arcam also grabbed our interest with 
its brand new SR250 – a stereo receiver 
with all the connectivity and features of 
an AV receiver, including seven HDMI 
inputs, 4K support and 120W of Class G 
amplifi cation. We’re also looking forward 
to testing the £2500 Moon Neo ACE – an 
all-in-one amplifier and hi-res streamer/
DAC that looks as if it can play anything 
from just about any source. It even has a 
MM phono stage. All you need to do is 
add speakers.

The ‘Big Four’ fl agship TVs
No CES would be complete without the 
announcement of new TVs. There’s more 
on the Big Four (LG, Panasonic, Samsung 
and Sony) and their flagships in our CES 
2016 TV feature on page 53 of this issue, 
but it was once again a case of 
manufacturers trying to one-up each 
other with the latest picture technology, 
improved smart TV features and slimmer 
bezels. There was even talk of 8K screens 
– but let’s not get ahead of ourselves.

The highlights are the UHD Premium 
specification (which complies with the 
new guidelines set for HDR 4K content) 
and TV manufacturers’ adoption of the 
logo, LG unveiling the first flat OLED 
screens, and Sony and Philips 
announcing Full HD TVs. Philips is 
bringing three-sided Ambilight to more 
TVs, while Sony’s Full HD TVs will range 
from 32in to 49in.

F O R  A L L  T H E  L AT E S T  C E S  N E W S  A N D 
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amplifier to date, with an astounding 
800W into 8 ohms. How much? $45,000 
per pair. Honestly, we’re almost 
disappointed they’re not $45,000 each.

Monitor Audio’s Platinum II series was 
out in full force (and picked up a What 
Hi-Fi? Stars of CES Award too), while 
Martin Logan unveiled its newest 
flagship electrostatic speakers, the 
Neolith, which will set you back $80,000 
per pair. Which, incidentally, is the price 
of the new Tesla Model X.

The GamuT Zodiac loudspeakers are 
so exclusive that only 12 pairs will be 
built each year (one for each astrological 
zodiac sign), and if you have to ask for 
the price, you probably can’t afford them. 
We certainly can’t.

Consider the Lobster
CES is also a showcase for the weird and 
wonderful – it is Las Vegas, after all – and 
among near-sentient refrigerators, 
huggable robots and rollable OLED 
screens, there was the GamuT Lobster 
‘hi-fi’ chair. The crustacean-inspired seat 
uses special material behind the head to 
reflect music when you’re listening to 
your tunes. It’s comfortable, too.

As much as we love ogling high-end kit 
with eyebrow-raising prices, you don’t 
have to be big, shiny and ostentatious to 
impress us. Audioquest had us buzzing 
with excitement for two new additions to 
its DragonFly DAC range: the DragonFly 
Black ($99) is designed for smartphones 
and tablets, while the DragonFly Red is a 
higher-grade DAC at $199. 
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Hi-fi’s
finest

Wharfedale DS-1 p34 Q Acoustics 3020 p34 Monitor Audio Bronze 2 p35 Dali Zensor 3 p36 Q Acoustics Concept 20 p36 KEF Egg p38 
B&W 685 S2 p39 Q Acoustics 3050 p39 Triangle Esprit Titus EZ p40 Neat Iota p40 KEF LS50 p43 Q Acoustics Concept 40 p43 
Tannoy Revolution XT 6F p44 Neat Motive SX3 p44 ProAc Studio 118 p45 B&W 683 S2 p45 ATC SCM11 p46 Tannoy Revolution XT 8F p46 
PMC Twenty 22 p47 ATC SCM19 p47

ROUND-UP

These are the elite – the best you can buy. From 
small desktops to mighty floorstanders, we’ve 
picked the 20 best speakers on the market, from 
£130 to £2000. All you need to do is pick a pair

THE HALL 
OF FAME
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says

RATING ★★★★★
VERDICT Don’t be fooled by the DS-1s’

diminutive stature – these speakers offer

a very grown-up sound at a budget price

says

RATING ★★★★★
VERDICT A lesson in how to punch above

your weight. Worthy winners of our 2015

Best Stereo Speaker under £200 Award

speakers handle the genuine emotion in 
Springsteen’s vocals as he mourns the
loss of his friend. The tweeter does its
job well here, delivering all the bite we
expect without overplaying the
recording’s occasional hard edge.

Move up a gear to Radio Nowhere and 
the Qs show they can rock too. They
motor along with this track, delivering
plenty in the way of dynamics and attack.

We listen to a range of music, from
the sparsely produced Coexist from
The xx to Vivaldi’s Four Seasons, and
these little gems never fail to please. For 
their size they deliver a decent dose of
low-end punch, and are loud enough for 
most situations.

Partner the Q Acoustics 3020 speakers 
with a bit of care and you’ll get a quality 
of sound that’s well beyond the typical.

Best of both
The tweeter uses a

diaphragm that aims to

combine the best of

ring-radiator and

dome designs

Finely 
balanced 

The smooth treble and 

taut, yet agile, bass 

produce a tonal 

balance that’s rare 

at this price

The Award-winning Wharfedale DS-1s 
are what we’d call the ideal desktop size: 
tiny. They look like miniature versions of 
the equally decorated Diamond 220s.

They also benefit from their siblings’ 
hi-fi pedigree. These DS-1s have a mature 
presentation that gives them the upper 
hand against budget rivals. They’re small, 
yet produce a very grown-up sound.

We’re hardly expecting a huge spread 
of sound, given their diminutive stature 
and 14W of internal power, but the DS-1s 
go fairly loud when the volume is cranked 
up. The tonal balance is wonderfully 
even – there are no spiky edges to the 
treble, nor does the bassline boom.

Engaging attention to detail
They’re detailed and agile as well, with 
voices firmly placed in the centre and 
instruments spaced cohesively in a well-
balanced soundfield. We could spend 
hours listening without losing interest.

The bassline in Beck’s Where It’s At is 
taut and nimble, the hand-claps having 
just the right amount of bite to drive the 
rhythm along. Stream Mazzy Star’s Fade 
Into You via Spotify, and the delicate 
vocals are crystal clear and expressive.

Things can sound a touch too mature 
at times, and we’d urge these speakers to 
have a bit more fun, but it’s a small 
grumble given how capable and detailed 
the DS-1s are at this money.

As for connectivity, Wharfedale keeps 
it simple with just Bluetooth streaming 
(of the higher-quality aptX variety) and 
a 3.5mm input for hardwiring music 
players. They’re NFC-enabled, too, so if 
you have a compatible smartphone, just 
tap it to the left speaker for connection.

It has also kept the fascia clear of any 
controls or dials, which is a smart 
decision. There’s only a bright LED at the 
bottom to indicate if you’re using 
Bluetooth or the 3.5mm input (green).

In summation, these Wharfedales look 
smart, sound terrific and they cost just 
£130. It’s a no-brainer, really.

The 3020 is part of Q Acoustics’ 3000 
Series. The larger of the standmounting 
options, there’s a familiar look about 
these speakers but otherwise almost 
everything else stands apart.

The 3020s aren’t particularly picky 
about positioning. We prefer them 
around 15cm from a back wall, but they 
sound tonally balanced even well out 
into the room. The tweeter’s dispersion 
characteristics – it uses a diaphragm that 
aims to combine the best of ring radiator 
and dome designs – mean that exact 
toe-in angle isn’t critical. They just 
render a wide and cohesive stereo image 
without much effort.

Width, depth and focus
Play Prokofiev’s Romeo And Juliet and 
the 3020s deliver a wide, deep 
soundstage populated by nicely layered 
and precisely focused instruments. We’re 
impressed by the dynamics on offer, as 
the 3020s deliver the music’s crescendos 
with confidence while rendering 
low-level subtleties with a skill quite 
outside the scope of most rivals.

We listen to Bruce Springsteen’s 
Terry’s Song and love the way these 

Wharfedale DS-1 £130

Q Acoustics 3020 £190
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CD player
Marantz CD6005 £300 ★★★★★

A wonderfully musical player. Its spacious

delivery complements the Bronze 2s’ insight

Stereo amplifier
Marantz PM6005 £300 ★★★★★

This Marantz is still one of the best performers

under £500. Superb sound quality

If these new Bronze 2s give you a strong
sense of déjà vu, that’s exactly what
Monitor Audio intended. Seeing no
reason to mess with a successful
formula, the company has chosen the
door marked ‘evolution’ and introduced
a whole raft of engineering changes,
making these arguably the most
complete Bronze standmounters yet.

The big news is that both drive units
are new. They still use Monitor Audio’s
trademark C-CAM (ceramic-coated
aluminium magnesium) diaphragms, but
beyond that much has been revised.

The 16.5cm mid/bass now has a dished
cone, without the traditional dustcap-
covered hole in the centre, which not
only helps rigidity but also gives a
greater radiating area and better control
at the top end of the driver’s frequency
range. The surround has been redesigned
to make the most of this change.

The pressure’s off
There’s also a new venting system
behind the diaphragm of the gold dome
tweeter that leaks air into a rear chamber.
This prevents air being compressed
behind the dome, reducing distortion,
improving dynamics and lowering
unwanted mechanical resonances.

Rated at 90dB/W/m sensitivity with
an 8 ohm impedance, the Bronze 2s offer
decent volume levels with any amplifier
capable of around 30W per channel
power output. It’s worth playing around
with the toe-in angle to firm up the
stereo imaging, but these speakers aren’t
especially demanding – we find they
achieve the best balance around 30cm
out into the room. Biwiring is also
beneficial, improving openness and
delivering a little more finesse.

Once up and running, their delivery
isn’t showy, but give the Bronzes a little
time and you’ll realise there’s real depth
of talent here.

We begin with Debussy’s Clair De Lune
and these Monitor Audios sail through
the test. They have delicacy when

required and handle dynamics deftly.
There’s plenty of insight here, from the
way the trailing edges of the piano notes
fade gracefully into silence to the ability
to track subtle pace changes. It’s a
spellbinding performance, out of keeping
from what we normally hear at this level.

A move to Hans Zimmer’s Inception
OST allows these standmounters to
show off their assured bass. Low
frequencies are articulate and delivered
with plenty of control. This confident
low-end performance gives urgent,
bass-driven tracks such as Mombasa a
firm foundation and real authority.

says

RATING ★★★★★
VERDICT An object lesson in how to take 

a great-sounding speaker and refi ne it 

further. Arguably the best Bronzes yet

SENSITIVITY

TWO-WAY

KEY
FEATURES

BIWIRABLE

We’re impressed by the Bronze 2’s 
ability to stay composed, even at high 
volumes, and by the scale of their 
presentation. For the most part there are 
no rough edges here – this is a carefully 
honed pair of speakers that brim with 
refinement. There’s still plenty of attack 
though, and a fine sense of drive. 
Rhythmically, these speakers have a 
good amount of precision and 
communicate momentum well.

In deep
For their size, these speakers dig deep in 
the bass – they’re tonally balanced and 
impressively detailed too. Add fine build 
and Monitor Audio’s usual high standard 
of finish and there’s much to applaud 
here. Previous generations of Bronze 2s 
were class leaders. This is too.

Monitor Audio Bronze 2 £280

SYSTEM BUILDER

Very dishy 
In order to acheive a 

greater radiating area 

and better higher 

frequencies, the mid/

bass driver now has 

a dished cone

90 DB/W/M

TALENT IN DEPTH
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says

RATING ★★★★★
VERDICT Spacious and punchy, these

speakers will help you wring every last

drop of fun and energy from your music

says

RATING ★★★★★
VERDICT That trick cabinet better allows

the 20s to stand aside and just let the music

shine through with clarity and refinement

The Concept 20s are immensely
composed, even when pushed hard, and
can fill most rooms with a scale and
volume of sound that seems scarcely
credible from such a small cabinet.

Another benefit of that cabinet design
is stereo imaging: these speakers are
brilliantly precise, throwing out a huge
soundstage populated by pleasingly
focused instruments.

Such is these Q Acoustics’ spread of
talents that they sound at home with all
types of music. They have the insight
and finesse to deliver Beethoven’s
Moonlight Sonata with real grace while
being more than happy to charge along
to the likes of N.W.A.

How much difference does a cabinet
make? When it comes to the Concept 20
we’d say a massive amount.

Quiet, please
Gelcore is the key to

the cabinet, reducing

the amount of energy

travelling between the

inner and outer

enclosures

Face the front 
Unlike most speakers, 

the Zensor 3s sound best 

facing straight ahead 

rather than toed in 

slightly

To put it simply, these are stonkingly 
good speakers. They’re engaging and 
enjoyable enough that we find ourselves 
going through entire albums at a time, 
nearly forgetting that we are meant to be 
testing them.

Out of the box, the Zensor 3s don’t 
sound particularly refined or fluid. 
Give them a good long run-in though – 
a weekend should do the trick – and 
you’re in for a treat.

Bigger than you think
The first thing that strikes you is the 
scale. The soundstage is wide open, and 
there’s ample headroom too. If you like 
your speakers toed in, don’t. The Zensor 
3s prefer to fire straight ahead, rather 
than inwards. Sound is nicely dispersed, 
and the presentation is airy.

It’s a balanced sound. There’s a crisp 
top-end and a sweet midrange. The bass 
response is stunning for the size of the 
cabinets: there’s plenty of deep, tight bass 
that’s rich without ever getting heavy.

It’s nearly impossible not to be moved 
by the Zensor 3s’ take on an orchestra: 
the power on hand, combined with that 
scale, is deeply impressive.

It’s an easy listen too, and never tiring. 
These are upbeat speakers, and music is 
handled with an infectious enthusiasm. 
We put that down to the combination of 
energy and punchy dynamics. Such is 
their authority and exuberance, we find 
ourselves rapt with attention.

You also get plenty of detail and a high 
level of clarity. It’s easy to pick out the 
individual parts of even the most 
complex tracks. Play Atoms For Peace’s 
Ingenue and the bizarre percussion in the 
background is clearly a load of water 
drops. It’s not overly analytical, however. 
Disparate elements work together with 
excellent timing and organisation, and 
come across as a cohesive whole.

It’s not the very last word in poise and 
precision but, then again, we are so busy 
having fun we aren’t really bothered.

In simple terms the Concept 20s are 
essentially the Award-winning 2020is 
with a better cabinet. It’s amazing how 
much difference a cabinet makes.

Such is their dynamic verve and clarity 
throughout the frequency range that we 
are repeatedly drawn into listening to 
complete albums. The Concept 20s 
sound all of a piece – seamless, in fact – 
and have a consistency of character from 
the deepest bass upwards that’s rarely 
heard at this (indeed any) price.

Subtle yet punchy enough
The presentation is articulate and subtle 
yet has the punch and attack to satisfy, 
even when we listen to the likes of The 
Dead Weather’s 60 Feet Tall. There’s a 
measured hand when it comes to 
rhythms, but changes in pace in the 
music are easily heard.

It’s the transparency that impresses 
most, though. That new cabinet plays a 
key role: there really is the feeling the 
enclosure isn’t contributing much to the 
final sound at all. The result is a high 
level of precision, excellent definition 
and the ability to play complex music 
without a loss of organisation.

 DALI Zensor 3 £300

Q Acoustics Concept 20 £350
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Smartphone
Apple iPhone 6s from £500 ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

The best iPhone yet is wonderfully slick in 

operation and as capable with music as ever

Music streaming service
Tidal £20/month ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Recently revamped, this service takes on its 

rivals with CD-quality lossless streaming

Whenwe hear the phrase ‘KEF Eggs’,
the company’s popular 5.1 surround
speaker packages come to mind. Those
speakers picked up the affectionate
nickname from reviewers and owners
alike, thanks to their egg-shaped design.

Although KEF initially seemed
uncertain about the name, it has now
acknowledged it entirely, officially
naming this new system, the ‘KEF Egg
Wireless Digital Music System’. Catchy.

It’s a wireless and powered 2.0 offering.
The emphasis here is on flexibility – no
longer are you tied down to a traditional
hi-fi set-up. You can use these with
computers, portable devices and TVs.

Trademark tweeter design
Peel off the speaker grilles and you’ll find
KEF’s trademark Uni-Q driver, which has
a tweeter placed in the middle of the
mid/bass driver and is designed to aid
dispersion and integration.

The tweeter is internally vented to
prevent (potentially distorting) high
pressures from building up behind the
dome. The tangerine-shaped waveguide
position in front of the tweeter helps
spread the sound for wider and more
even dispersion.

The ‘Z-flex’ cone around the mid/bass
diaphragm limits secondary radiation.
The midrange/bass cone is made of
aluminium to retain stiffness, and there’s
also a damping ring to control resonances.

The two KEF Eggs look identical at a
glance, but this is actually a master/slave
system. One does the heavy lifting and
passes information to the other. All
processing takes place in the foot of the
master unit, which features a mains
input, mini USB input and an output for
connecting to the slave unit, plus a
subwoofer output for (optionally) adding
lower frequencies later.

The USB input can accept hi-res audio
up to 24-bit/96kHz, and there’s also
Bluetooth 4.0 with support for aptX
devices. KEF has also hidden a hybrid
3.5mm/digital optical input behind a

removable wedge of plastic at the side of
the device. You can switch between
inputs and adjust the volume using
buttons built into the base of the master
unit, or use the remote control which,
we’re pleased to see, is a proper remote
and not one of those plasticky ‘credit
card’-type abominations.

Thankfully, sound quality is good
whether you use the Eggs up close or
from across the room. The Uni-Q drivers
disperse sound in a seamless and
immersive way. Integration is a particular
forte: no matter where you stand in the
room it is hard to tell where midrange
ends and treble begins.

It’s not the most hard-hitting sound
we’ve heard, but the Eggs make up for

says

RATING ★★★★★
VERDICT Great design, great sound and 

great fl exibility – KEF has really cracked it 

with these distinctive speakers

HI-RES

BLUETOOTH

KEY
FEATURES

OPTICAL

that with agility and clarity. Voices are 
projected cleanly, with a convincing 
richness. Instruments are accompanied 
by natural textures and taut rhythm.

Getting the low-down
It’s a balanced sound, too. It may have 
that subwoofer output, but we don’t 
immediately feel the need to get one out 
of the stockroom and hook it up. The low 
end won’t shake your house’s 
foundations, but it goes sufficiently deep 
with control and eloquence.

The KEF Eggs’ distinctive design 
and flexible connectivity make for a 
great start, and they follow through 
with a stunning performance that is 
consistently competent across a variety 
of placements.

KEF Egg £350

SYSTEM BUILDER

Powered 
partners

Though they look the 

same at a glance, all the 

processing takes place at 

the foot of the master 

unit (right)

DESKTOP WONDERS
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What’s new? 
The dome tweeter has 

been reinforced with a

thicker metal ring to

make it stronger and

better damped

Cabinet
reshuffle

The baffle is thicker

than on the 2050i and the

cabinet has been further

braced to control

resonances

says

RATING ★★★★★
VERDICT B&W has raised its game again

with the 685s, trouncing the competition.

Our loudspeaker Product of the Year 2015

says

RATING ★★★★★
VERDICT The 3050s’ faithful reproduction 

would give decent speakers closer to the 

£1000 mark a run for their money

 B&W 685 S2 £500

Q Acoustics 3050 £500

It took seven years, but this new 
generation of Bowers & Wilkins 685 
speakers sounds impressive. Mightily 
impressive, in fact. From the start, these 
685s burst to life with a powerful, clear 
and agile sound. They are hugely 
talented and enjoyable speakers, and a 
definite step up from their Award-
winning predecessors.

As well as the tweeter changes (see 
roundel), the mid/bass driver now has a 
dustcap derived from the high-end B&W 
PM1 speakers, aimed at further damping 
the driver down.

The sense of scale is massive, 
especially coming from such relatively 
compact standmounters. The 
soundstage is wide and deep, enveloping 
you in a richly detailed, subtly dynamic 
and cohesive performance.

Whole lotta bass
The deep and taut bass is particularly 
impressive. Play Led Zeppelin’s Whole 
Lotta Love and the bass notes are so rich 
and powerful that it almost feels like 
there’s a subwoofer in the room.

The 685s sound remarkably clean and 
precise. The piano in Amanda Palmer’s 

Though smaller than their older 
brothers, the Q Acoustics 2050is, these 
floorstanders gain in every aspect of 
performance. Despite the company 
already leading in the sub-£500 
floorstander market, here it somehow 
manages to significantly up the ante.

The company has created a hugely 
likeable signature sound over the years: 
refined and subtle, yet full of punch and 
attack. The 3050s follow suit but prove 
more transparent and authoritative than 
any of their predecessors.

Across-the-board richness
A full, agile and dulcet bass and crisp, 
controlled treble define the tonal 
balance here which, in typical Q 
Acoustics fashion, favours the rich side 
of neutral. That promises listeners a 
full-bodied presentation that’s solid and 
robust across the frequencies.

Powerful and assertive, the 3050s 
deliver a huge sense of scale and are 
capable of enveloping our largest test 
room with ease. You can place them quite 
far apart without losing a tight stereo 
image, while they strike the best balance 
pulled at least 20cm away from the wall.

The Bed Song sounds sweet and 
delicate, while her breathy vocal is 
full of texture and emotion.

Switch to something more sprawling, 
such as Radiohead’s The King Of Limbs 
album, and the stop and start of notes 
are definite, rhythm changes are handled 
with confidence, and each instrument is 
conveyed with great finesse and insight.

They can also go extremely loud with 
little obvious distortion. A slight 
discrepancy in character between the 
tweeter and midrange  – evident in the 
older 685s – can still be heard, but to a far 
lesser degree. While the 685 S2s don’t 
make too much of a fuss with hard or 
bright recordings, give them a well-
recorded album and they truly shine.

In a nutshell, B&W’s S2 revisions have 
made the 685 a class leader.

Their musical, measured stance and 
crisp rhythmic drive lie at the heart of 
their sonic magic, and it’s this that 
causes us to consume an entire Dire 
Straits’ album before we know it.

These speakers buckle down during 
Your Latest Trick, the chorus’s sweet-
sounding saxophone soaring though the 
wide-open soundstage with stunning 
clarity and texture, not to mention 
impressive scale. Dynamic shifts are 
well resolved at any volume and there’s 
an unusually high level of subtlety. 
By the time Brothers In Arms comes 
on, it’s clear that electric guitar solos 
have plenty of elbow room, while 
the tender vocals are stacked with 
emotion and insight.

Hats off to Q Acoustics: these speakers 
are yet another staggering achievement.



40 www.whathifi .com

S T E R E O  S P E A K E R S

says

RATING ★★★★★
VERDICT In a suitably talented system,

and given time to bed in, these classy

standmounters will really excel

says

RATING ★★★★★
VERDICT Tiny speakers with an attractive, 

intriguing design and a quality of sound 

way beyond what you’d expect at this size

As the Iotas come as a mirror-image 
pair, you can experiment with using 
them with the tweeters innermost or 
outermost. ‘In’ gives really sharp stereo 
focus, but rather too-small a soundstage; 
we preferred ‘out’ for its bigger sound 
and improved depth and openness.

However you use the Neats, you’re not 
going to feel short-changed by the detail, 
weight and scale on offer – whether with 
pacy rock or pop, or complex classical 
works, these speakers sound truly 
remarkable and should be auditioned.

They’re well-suited for use with 
amplification of modest power, and just 
keep getting better as the partnering 
equipment is improved. True, there are 
other speakers able to do as much for the 
same money, but none of them do so 
while taking up so little space.

Hanging out
They have mounts for

use with wall-hanging

brackets, but optional

stands (£120 a pair)

are available

Partnering kit 
Avoid partnering the 

EZs with bright-sounding 

electronics and you 

should hear a great 

sonic balance

Listen to these standmounters straight 
out of the box and you might well 
wonder what the fuss is about. They 
sound tonally uneven and have a peaky 
treble that needs little encouragement to 
sound harsh and aggressive.

But give the Titus EZs a couple of days 
of use and things change considerably. 
The speakers’ high frequencies gain in 
smoothness and integration improves. 
We would still recommend taking care in 
partnering electronics (avoiding 
brighter-sounding kit), mind you.

Matches made in heaven
The result, when you do take care, is 
excellent. We try a range of amplifiers, 
right up to our reference kit, and at each 
stage these Triangle speakers have the 
transparency to take a notable step 
up in performance.

They’re small, standing just over 30cm 
tall, so really deep bass isn’t on the 
menu. Accept this innate limitation and 
you have one of the most articulate and 
expressive speakers we’ve heard below 
the £1000 mark.

Positioned around 30cm from a rear 
wall on some solid stands, the Titus EZ 

speakers sound fast, responding to 
leading edges and dynamic shifts with 
admirable precision. Play a complex 
piece of music such as Hans Zimmer’s 
Gotham’s Reckoning and they take it all 
in their stride, keeping a multitude of 
instrumental strands under control and 
refusing to blur things even when the 
music becomes demanding.

Both large-scale and low-level 
dynamics are delivered with infectious 
enthusiasm and no sense of the 
rounding-off of which many rivals are 
guilty. The result is an involving sound 
that pulls you in and holds you.

Moving on to Tracy Chapman’s 
Goodbye shows the Titus’s subtler side. 
There’s finesse here, with the nuanced 
rendering of Chapman’s distinctive voice 
leaving us spellbound. We’re impressed.

Look, nobody tell the Neat Iota 
loudspeakers they’re really small, right? 
If we all keep schtum, they might just 
keep on turning out a big, weighty and 
detailed sound, capable of amazing all 
who hear them.

There’s a lot that’s unusual about the 
Iotas, from the planar ribbon tweeter to 
the fact they’re designed to be used ‘on 
their sides’, standing just 13cm tall, 20cm 
wide and 16.5cm deep. That makes them 
ideal for desktops, shelves or brackets.

Slave to the ribbon
Neat says that the ribbon tweeter was 
chosen because its ‘strengths of superb 
dynamic contrast and accurate tonal 
colour are well matched to those of the 
main drive unit’. The two drivers are 
linked with a three-element crossover 
and high-grade polypropylene capacitors.

As is usual with Neat products, the 
crossovers have been designed the best 
way – as the result of extensive listening 
rather than just measurement. The Neat 
team has combined its talents in speaker 
design, recording and musicianship to 
wring out of very small boxes much 
more sound than one would expect.

Triangle Esprit Titus EZ £600

 Neat Iota £695
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says

RATING ★★★★★
VERDICT One of KEF’s most musical

efforts in years. That’s the way to celebrate

half a century in the business

says

RATING ★★★★★
VERDICT These floorstanders build on the 

brand’s strengths to deliver a wonderfully 

inviting, refined sound

sheer excitement or finger-snapping 
glee, but then again they don’t want to. 
Q Acoustics instead aims to give you a 
sound that you can happily listen to for 
hours on end.

There are strong dynamics on show 
here, as well as a pleasing degree of 
agility. They have no problem making 
sense of Étienne de Crécy’s dance-happy 
Smile – certainly not when there’s the 
kind of hefty low-end that could cause 
your neighbours considerable grief.

No doubt about it: these are five-star 
speakers. Sure, they lack the outright 
precision and high-octane entertainment 
offered by the Tannoys, but they counter 
with a very high level of refinement.

If you want a talented set of speakers 
with an easy-going, welcoming sound, 
these must be considered.

Aesthetic
sensibility

We’re much taken by

the Concept 40’s design

– minimalist and futuristic

– and the build quality

is first-rate

Tweeter 
of the day 

What looks like a grille 

in front of the tweeter is in 

fact a waveguide that is 

designed to improve 

performance

In our experience, Anniversary 
products tend to be either high-end 
mega-money statements to show just 
what the company is capable of, or 
distinctly retro to show where it started. 
KEF’s LS50, released in 2012, is neither.

The drive unit complement is a recent 
evolution of KEF’s trademark Uni-Q 
array. The Uni-Q may look like a single 
unit, but it’s really a 25mm aluminium 
dome tweeter in the centre of a 13cm 
magnesium/aluminium–coned mid/bass. 
The idea is to improve sound dispersion 
and help integration.

Distinctive drivers 
Even without that opinion-dividing 
colour – KEF calls it Rose Gold – this is 
one distinctive driver complement.

Given a little space to breathe and 
mounted on a pair of solid stands these 
monitors sound terrific. The first thing 
that strikes us is the quality of the bass.
For boxes that stand just 30cm high, 
these speakers deliver deep, agile and 
powerful lows from the likes of Massive 
Attack’s Flat Of The Blade. But, unlike 
most small speakers that deliver big bass, 
the LS50s don’t over-egg things.

Move up the frequency range and 
these beautifully built KEFs continue to 
impress. Kate Bush’s vocal on 50 Words 
For Snow is as clear and articulate as you 
could wish for. These speakers 
communicate the energy and drive in 
a piece of music brilliantly.

We’re impressed by the speaker’s 
seamless integration as well, as we are by 
the way it sets up a huge stereo image 
populated by securely focused sounds.

And, perhaps most importantly, these 
speakers are fun to listen to. It’s not 
something (we think) KEF has always 
prioritised with its products. Here it has.

Of course, the LS50’s innate 
transparency means that any flaws in the 
partnering kit will be apparent. But get it 
right and you have what is one of the 
best standmounters below £1000.

Despite its success, Q Acoustics never 
gets complacent. The Concept 40s (and 
their standmounted siblings the Concept 
20s – see page 36) are a determined move 
upmarket, bringing a relatively exotic 
cabinet construction to their price points.

The Russian-doll approach
What you get here is an unusual 
box-within-a-box structure – an elastic 
compound called Gelcore, which turns 
vibrations in the inner cabinet into heat, 
separates two layers of MDF. The idea is 
that those vibrations don’t radiate to the 
outside world to distort the sound.

It works. The level of insight is very 
impressive. Not only are we treated to 
bags of detail, it’s also an extraordinarily 
clear sound. Then there’s the consistency 
to the way the Concept 40s handle all 
parts of the frequency range.

Tonally, it’s the same Q Acoustics 
sound we know and love. That means a 
smooth, highly refined presentation that 
trades outright excitement for an easy 
listening experience.

The Concept 40s could never beat the 
Tannoy Revolution XT6Fs (their natural 
rivals – see page 44) when it comes to 

 KEF LS50 £800

Q Acoustics Concept 40 £1000



says

RATING ★★★★★
VERDICT Super-talented and hugely

entertaining – enough to win our 2015

Best floorstander £600-£1200 Award

says

RATING ★★★★★
VERDICT If you’re tight on space these

articulate, fun-loving speakers should be

a certainty for your shortlist.

Tannoy Revolution XT 6F £1000

Neat Motive SX3 £1045

44 www.whathifi .com

S T E R E O  S P E A K E R S

New slant 
Look closely and 

you’ll see the cabinet 

bases are angled. That’s 

to give the down-fi ring 

refl ex port better 

dispersion

The midrange is lovely. It’s direct 
without being demanding and vocals 
stand out without feeling isolated. There’s 
a good deal of bass, but it’s agile and nicely 
controlled. We move up to the treble and 
find it could be a little sweeter and more 
delicate, but now we’re just nitpicking.

We’re impressed by the level of 
integration – the various elements 
cooperate to perform as a unified whole. 
There’s also plenty of detail throughout 
the frequency range. The various 
textures are entirely convincing.

It also helps that it’s a big sound, tall 
and wide as you like. The presentation is 
spacious and airy, so there’s room 
enough whether you want to occupy 
that soundstage with brass bands or full 
orchestras. Whichever you choose, these 
Tannoys will be organised and up for it.

choice but to stay all ears for the track’s 
s ven- inute d ration.

But the real pinnacle of the Motive 
SX3s’ talents is their true devotion to 
having a good time. Play Macklemore & 
Ryan Lewis’s Wing$ and they don’t need 
spurring on, pelting through the 
propulsive rhythms with crisp precision.
As Macklemore gets his anti-
consumerism message across, his vocals 
are full of conviction and dynamism, 
while the dense instrumentals that 
weave around them never sound 
convoluted or ill-timed.

With fast, insightful mids, a pithy, 
clear treble and taut, punchy bass, the 
delivery here is as on the ball with 
shakers as it is drum beats. The Neat 
Motive SX3s may be small, but they 
aren’t without attitude.

It’s not unfair to expect bi  things f om 
speakers as small as t e N a otiv  
SX3s – not when their five- tar 
predecessors, the Motive 3 , ke t us 
entertained for the best part of a decade.

Internally, the original titanium dome 
tweeter has made way for a new 
aluminium unit – black anodised for 
stiffness – which Neat says brings more 
natural tonality and a sweeter high-
frequency response. It’s now also 
separately enclosed from the mid/bass 
driver to minimise interference.

As you’d expect from cabinets no 
bigger than two encyclopaedias 
back-to-back, they can’t summon the 
horsepower or scale of their larger peers. 
The atmospheric thunderstorm in Dire 
Straits’ Brothers In Arms doesn’t feel quite 
so looming as when hollered out from 
the ProAc Studio 118s or ATC SCM11s.

Hugely expressive midrange
Still, they more than exceed 
expectations for their size: soaring 
guitars never feel restricted for space or 
height. Couple that with impressive 
detail and dynamics, and a hugely 
expressive midrange, and there’s no 

The SX Factor 
Design tweaks since 

the original Motive 3s 

include a better crossover 

unit and separate 

tweeter enclosures

The aptitude of Tannoy’s Revolution XT 
6Fs is obvious. They waste no time in 
setting out their stall: what you get is an 
entertaining listen. There’s a tremendous 
immediacy to the Tannoys’ delivery that 
has no problem attracting your 
undivided attention.

We put on a bit of Prince and party like 
it’s 1999. Your feet will tap. Your fingers 
will snap. So infectious is the level of 
energy that you can’t escape, at the least, 
doing a tiny dance in your chair. But these 
Tannoys are more than just a joyride.

Any pace, any style
These are versatile speakers, and while 
they’re happy to bop along with Pharrell 
Williams they are just as content chilling 
with Portishead. Timing and dynamics 
are key here, and these Tannoys are well 
endowed in both departments.

Whatever you throw at them will be 
handled with precision and agility, while 
the wide dynamic range offers enough 
zest to ensure the performance never 
veers into the clinical. Despite their 
lively demeanour, the sound is nicely 
balanced. No part of the frequency range 
demands extra attention.
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Inside job 
We find the ProAcs

sound best set away

from the back wall,

angled in slightly and

with the tweeters on

the inside

Set-up solution
As well as giving them

plenty of space, we’d

recommend biwiring the

S2s to make the most

of their subtlety

says

RATING ★★★★★
VERDICT Thoughtfully partnered, these

speakers will deliver an exciting yet

controlled sound that has natural balance

says

RATING ★★★★★
VERDICT If you’ve got the space to let 

their sound thrive, the S2s will deliver an 

intoxicating blend of power and subtlety

 ProAc Studio 118 £1075

 B&W 683 S2 £1150

You underestimate the ProAc Studio 
118s at your peril. Give these standmount 
speakers a bit of space, with the offset 
tweeters on the inside and angled 
slightly towards the listening position, 
and you’ll know what we mean.

You feel the extra kick offered by the 
bass port – absent from the predecessor 
115s – from the first thud of Radiohead’s 
15 Step, but equally apparent is that 
they’ve surrendered no clarity as a result 
– especially if you choose to biwire.

Well-timed thumps 
In the wrong hands this track’s 
polyrhythm can sound like an injured 
crab tripping over a boiled-sweet 
wrapper, but the Studio 118s manage to 
make sense of it all. The amalgam of 
electronically filtered thumps, scratches 
and scrapes time perfectly and it’s as 
though they’ve each been given their 
own shelf from which to sound.

There’s detail of which Vermeer would 
be proud; you can hear the musician as 
well as the instrument, and the vocals 
have the natural sound of a live recording.

The Studio 118s are delicate with 
dynamics, following the complexities of 

It may not come as a surprise that big 
speakers sound, well, big. The 683 S2s 
are larger than many of their peers, but 
the sense of scale is massive.

The soundstage is wide and tall, and 
instruments are organised with plenty of 
room to breathe. There’s good clarity. 
The performance is sharp and precise, 
stopping and starting right on cue. This 
helps to create a very deliberate vibe: 
music is performed with confidence and 
verve. We’d go so far as to say panache.

Wonders of the deep 
Tonally they are well balanced and well 
integrated, but we should give a 
shout-out to the 683 S2s’ impressive low 
end. It’s deep and authoritative enough 
to make you briefly wonder if there’s a 
subwoofer hidden somewhere. And yet 
nothing gets drowned out by the bass.

This is the kind of low-end heft we like: 
powerful but nuanced, and controlled 
enough not to compromise the rest of the 
frequency range. For the muscle on hand, 
there’s a surprising level of nuance. The 
683 S2s are big and bold – they grab your 
attention eff ortlessly and stir your feet, 
but also provide delicacy and subtlety.

each part intimately as they rise and 
settle. You get the feeling that, given a 
blank score and these speakers, you 
could fill in the dynamics of a piece of 
music yourself.

ProAc says the Studio 118s handle all 
genres excellently, and it’s difficult to 
argue. They follow the story of The 
Streets’ Blinded By The Lights: there is 
real oomph in the kick, yet there is still 
enough space to express the 
vulnerability in the vocals, that honest, 
almost confessional Mike Skinner tone.

Just one word of warning; bright-
sounding kit could easily cause the 118s’ 
excitable temperament to rub you up the 
wrong way. But give them something 
tonally balanced, dynamic and not afraid 
to put on its dancing shoes (Rega’s Elex-R 
amp, say), and you’ll reap the rewards.

We’re not entirely sure how B&W has 
managed to achieve this stunning 
performance, but it’s surely due to 
careful engineering. 

There’s a new tweeter: an aluminium 
dome reinforced by an aluminium ring 
for rigidity. It is decoupled from the 
cabinet by a gel ring to minimise the 
impact of unwanted vibrations from the 
other drivers. It also has a protective 
grille (which doubles as a waveguide), so 
it’s slightly safer from wandering fingers.

Elsewhere, the twin bass cones have 
also been reinforced with rings of 
aluminium, and the FST Kevlar midrange 
driver has a new spider.

The 683 S2s are tremendously 
talented speakers. We’re impressed by 
their power, scale and delicacy – they’re 
wonderfully versatile performers.



says

RATING ★★★★★
VERDICT For the money, they seem to do

everything right. When it comes to speakers

there are few better ways to spend £1200

says

RATING ★★★★★
VERDICT Given the right partnering kit

and a big enough room, these Tannoys

can see off all but the very best rivals

ATC SCM11 £1200

n oy Re o tion XT 8F £1300
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Unity, not
uniformity

The SCM11s knit

instruments together into

a musical whole while

placing each precisely

in the soundstage

The big boys 
The 8Fs use a larger 

version of the 6Fs’ 

concentric driver, so if 

you like the sixes 

but want more 

power…

In essence, these are just larger 6Fs, 
using a 20cm version of Tannoy’s dual 
concentric driver rather than the 15cm 
version. Tannoy has put a lot of work 
into this latest generation of drive unit, 
honing just about every aspect of the 
design from the motor system to the 
tweeter waveguide in an attempt to 
push performance standards higher. 
As you start listening, it’s obvious the 
work has paid off.

Agility with a solid punch
These Tannoys are capable of producing 
oodles of low-frequency information. 
Not only is it deep, it’s delivered with 
real power and precision. There’s plenty 
of agility here coupled with a solid punch.

If you have a medium-sized room, say 
anything smaller than 4x4m, then the 
quantity of low-end might prove too 
much. But give them a larger space to 
play in and the XT8Fs will shine, 
delivering a scale of sound and 
dynamic reach that’s hard to better 
for the money.

There’s more to these towers than just 
bass and brawn, though. Move up the 
frequency range and they’re articulate 

and communicative. There’s a fine 
degree of rhythmic drive and plenty of 
attack on offer. Vocals are crisply 
rendered, lacking nothing when it comes 
to subtlety and precision. There’s a 
lovely directness to the way these 
speakers produce sound that just draws 
the listener into the music.

Tonally, these Tannoys aren’t the 
sweetest-sounding performers around. 
You’ll have to take care not to partner 
them with anything that sounds overly 
forward or harsh, because they’ll do little 
to tone those qualities down.

But given a suitably talented system 
and a large enough room, few rivals can 
match this combination of muscle and 
subtlety. Most of all they make listening 
to music fun. That, more than anything 
else, is why we recommend them.

What can you say about a product that’s 
won more What Hi-Fi? Awards than John 
McEnroe has Grand Slams? Since the 
ATC SCM11s’ first incarnation in 2006, 
they have gone from strength to 
strength, and their latest embodiment 
leaves little to be desired.

They respond with great subtlety and 
resolution, showing their true colours 
when we play Rodriguez’s I Wonder. Just 
when you think a rival is really getting to 
the core of a vocal, the ATCs manage to 
peel away another layer. You can really 
feel the guttural, aching quality of 
Rodriguez’s delivery.

Reasons to be cheerful
The sound is bigger and more spacious 
than before, and there’s a much higher 
level of rhythmic precision, helped by 
increased agility. Dynamics are stronger 
and further-reaching, and the sound is 
more transparent than ever.

These SCM11s have a sealed-box 
design, which means the low frequencies 
aren’t quite delivered in the generous 
quantities of some ported rivals, but you 
do get impressive bass texture, tonality 
– and let’s not forget agility.

In fact, the whole frequency range is 
superbly controlled. We go from Atoms 
for Peace to Massive Attack, via Eminem: 
at every turn the ATCs demonstrate an 
extraordinary level of precision.

That extends to the focused stereo 
image as we switch to Jupiter from 
Holst’s The Planets suite. It is easy to 
place the various parts of the orchestra 
on the wide-open soundstage, without 
becoming overly analytical. These 
speakers manage to knit everything into 
a cohesive, musical whole.

And the trait we like the most about 
the original SCM11s – their natural, 
balanced sound – is here, too. Whatever 
we feed the speakers, the sound comes 
out uncoloured and uncorrupted.

It’s hard not to be totally and utterly 
enamoured with the ATC SCM11s.
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Tweeter, mid/
bass – and grille
The rectangular grille

emits only the lowest

frequencies from the

mid/bass driver

Bringers
of balance

Even at this price, few

speakers strike such a

good balance between

faithful reproduction

and musicality

says

RATING ★★★★★
VERDICT PMC has put 20 years’ worth of

experience to good use to create speakers

with class-leading levels of detail retrieval

says

RATING ★★★★★
VERDICT These ATCs are highly analytical 

yet never sound clinical or passionless. 

Buy with confi dence

 PMC Twenty 22 £1920

ATC SCM19 £2000

It’s fair to say PMC has been one of the 
big hi-fi success stories over the past 
couple of decades. The company started 
in the professional world – the initials 
PMC stand for Professional Monitor 
Company – but pretty soon it moved into 
the domestic market too.

The new Twenty series celebrates the 
company’s first 20 years, and builds on 
everything it has learned over that time.

A larger standmounter
The 22 is the larger of two standmounters 
in that range. Its tweeter is designed 
to deliver high levels of detail with a 
wide dispersion. The mid/bass driver 
uses a doped-paper cone (PMC likes 
paper’s low weight, rigidity and 
resonance behaviour).

It’s the inclusion of a transmission line 
that makes PMC speakers different from 
most. The idea is that the rearward 
output of the mid/bass driver is forced 
through an internal folded path that exits 
through the front rectangular grille. This 
path is lined with damping material that 
absorbs all but the lowest frequencies. 
PMC thinks this is the best way to get 
high-quality, low-distortion bass.

ATC has expanded on the formula of 
the beloved SCM11s and come up with 
the SCM19s.

The nicely made sealed-box cabinet of 
the ’11s has grown in volume to 19 litres 
and the mid/bass driver changes to the 
company’s highly developed 15cm unit. 
It uses a cone made of doped polyester 
weave onto which a 75mm dome is 
grafted in a bid to improve the unit’s 
performance at the integration point. 
Take one of these drivers out of the 19s 
and you’ll find it’s a heavily engineered 
unit with a huge magnet assembly. It 
weighs a hefty 9kg, accounting for 
almost half the weight of the speaker.

The big news, though, is the tweeter. 
This 25mm soft dome has been in 
development for years and is made 
in-house – quite an accomplishment for 
such a small company.

Settle down for a great listen
Given a day to settle, these 
standmounters turn in a great 
performance. We start off listening to 
Ludovico Einaudi’s live album from the 
Royal Albert Hall. There’s a clear sense of 
the venue, the SCM19s picking up the 

Tonally, the speakers sound a little 
lean and immensely taut. Some may 
prefer a more relaxing presentation, but 
it would be very hard to find such 
definition and speed any other way.

The 22s stand only 41cm high but the 
bass weight and power they produce is 
impressive. This low frequency 
performance is agile enough to integrate 
well with the explicit midrange and leads 
to a really cohesive overall performance.

There’s scale and power enough to do 
justice to Tchaikovsky’s 1812 Overture in 
full flow and the tonal balance to render 
individual instruments convincingly. 
They’ll also deliver intimate music such 
as Bon Iver’s Michicant with a pleasing 
amount of finesse. The detail resolution 
and low-level dynamics are as good as 
anything we’ve heard at this price level.

subtle acoustic clues that allow us to 
perceive that size. Piano notes are 
delivered with solidity and finesse.

The leading and trailing edges of notes 
are crisply defined without sounding 
artificially hyped. These speakers really 
sound right at home here, delivering a 
presentation that’s as convincing tonally 
as it is spellbinding dynamically.

We also like the SCM19s’ ability to 
render a large-scale soundstage and 
populate it with well-focused 
instruments. Things stay stable even as 
the piece’s complexity increases.

These boxes like to party too, 
delivering rhythmic momentum with 
enthusiasm – bass kicks hard and drums 
attack. Vocals are handled in a crisp and 
articulate manner, yet lack nothing in 
body or warmth. Deeply impressive.





H E A D -TO - H E A D

S treaming is all the rage these days, with services 
such as Netflix, Amazon Instant Video and Now TV 
all offering a world of films and TV shows on 

demand. It is an increasingly popular proposition.
If you fancy jumping on the bandwagon, you may want 

to consider a streaming box, which provides an easy way 
to add video apps to any TV or home cinema set up.

But which one? We’ve taken two of the biggest names 
and brought them together: it’s Amazon versus Apple in 
the ultimate battle for that space under your TV.
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 BATTLE OF
THE BIG As
It’s pure box office as streaming giants
 Amazon and Apple duke it out

HEAD-TO-HEAD



USB

4K

AMAZON
FIRE TV

KEY FEATURES

7.1 SURROUND

YOU
ARE
HERE
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Apple versus Amazon. Both are brands 
of the people. Both are giants in their 
respective fields. But media streamers 
are still a fairly fresh territory, and 
neither company can claim to be experts.

Apple technically has a head start, as 
this is the fourth generation of its device. 
Its challenge is to get up to date with 
contemporary specifications, as older 
Apple TV boxes were a bit basic.

Amazon, however, only entered the 
streaming scene in 2014. Its first box was 
good but struggled to distinguish itself in 
a crowded market. A year later, the 
second generation Amazon Fire TV is 
ready for another fight.

Build and features
We’ve yet to see a TV box with exciting 
looks, but these two are photogenic 
enough not to offend. They’re both 
unassuming black boxes that will fit 
under your TV just fine.

The Amazon Fire TV is a flat slab the 
size of two stacked CD jewel cases. The 
Apple TV has a smaller footprint and 
rounder edges, but it stands slightly 
taller at 3.5cm. Both are well made, and 
feel sturdy enough to survive being 
shoved off the rack by an anarchic cat. 
Although we don’t envisage that 
happening often.

The Amazon is better connected. Both 
have HDMI and ethernet (as well as wi-fi 
and Bluetooth), but the Amazon has a 
USB port and microSD card slot for 
expanding storage space, in case you 
download a lot of apps and games. Apple 
has a USB-C port but that’s strictly for 
‘service and support’.

Neither box features a digital optical 
output, which is disappointing if you 
want to feed audio into an external DAC. 
It’s either HDMI or nothing.

Remote controls
Amazon and Apple have very different 
attitudes to remote controls. Amazon 
offers a simple plastic remote with a 
logical layout and solid buttons. 
Attractive and ergonomic enough, this 
will do just fine.

Apple offers a gorgeous slab of 
aluminium and glass. Just imagine a 
small iPod and you won’t be far off. Both 
feature a microphone for voice control, 
but more on that later.

The Apple may be better for fondling 
but the Amazon is much nicer to use. Its 
no-fuss layout makes it easier to pick up 

and click. Apple’s effort, on the other 
hand, is too fancy for its own good. It 
has a touch-sensitive swipe pad, which 
is all very swish, but it just lacks the 
precision and tactile satisfaction of some 
good old buttons. And therefore it gets 
frustrating rather quickly.

Getting started
The set-up process also features the 
same fundamental-versus-fancy 
approach. Amazon offers straight-up 
logging in, followed by a tutorial video 
that you can skip. Buy the Fire TV 
through your own Amazon account and 
it will even ship pre-registered to save 
you the hassle of typing.

Apple’s fancy approach? Activate 
Bluetooth on an iPhone, iPod or iPad 
running iOS 9.1 and plonk it next to the 
Apple TV: the two will have a chat and 
the Apple TV will copy your network and 
account details.

It’s lovely when it works (most of the 
time) and far preferable to entering your 
details manually. That’s because the 
remote’s imprecision is exacerbated by 
the baffling decision to ditch standard 
on-screen keyboard for letters arranged 
in a single long line. Typing takes a long 
time. You will inevitably and repeatedly 

Amazon Fire TV vs Apple TV
★ ★ ★ ★ ★ £80 ★ ★ ★★ ★ £130

overshoot the letters you want to select. 
And end up swearing.

We should note that some people, 
ourselves included, have had problems 
setting up the Apple with routers 
running 5GHz wi-fi with certain BT 
routers. We got round this by first setting 
up using a 2.4GHz router, after which 
5GHz routers work just fine.

Let’s play 
All set up? Then let’s get playing. 
Navigation is fairly intuitive on both 
devices. Unsurprisingly, the Apple’s tvOS 
offers a far more attractive look, with the 
screen dominated by big, colourful tiles. 
Anyone who has ever used an iPad or 
iPhone will feel right at home. The 
Amazon’s interface is busier but more 
utilitarian, with menus on the left and 
tiles on the right.

Naturally, both companies are inclined 
to steer you towards their own content 
before you consider anything from third 
parties. The Apple TV has a permanent 
carousel, fixed to the top of the page, 
dedicated to displaying things you can 
buy or rent from iTunes. The same 
applies to Amazon, where the top two 
menu options (‘Movies’ and ‘TV’) apply 
only to Amazon Prime Instant Video.

It’s worth pointing out that while 
Amazon Prime members can treat this 

“You’ll need a 4K TV to make use of 

the extra resolution but, given such

a display, the Amazon’s picture is

noticeably clearer and better defi ned”
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says

AMAZON FIRE TV
★★★★★

FOR Excellent picture and sound; fast

speeds; easy to use; USB and MicroSD

AGAINST Voice search is not universal

PERFORMANCE

FEATURES

BUILD

APPLE TV
★★★ ★ ★

FOR Good picture and sound; nice

remote design; universal voice search

AGAINST Price; few apps; typing is a pain

PERFORMANCE

FEATURES

BUILD

rather like an all-you-can-eat buffet, 
iTunes operates purely on a purchase 
and rental system.

Content
What about third-party content? Amazon 
has a much bigger selection of key 
subscription and free catch-up apps. You 
get Netflix, Curzon Home Cinema, BBC 
iPlayer, ITV Player, All 4 (formerly 4OD), 
and Demand 5. In contrast, Apple is 
rather limited, with its highlights being 
only Netflix, Now TV and BBC iPlayer. 

There are also some games. Both 
devices make credible stabs at being a 
games console, although nobody will see 
them as a legitimate threat to the likes of 
Xbox and PlayStation.

Most of the titles are simple affairs 
(such as Angry Birds) that work with the 
remote control alone. Some of the more 
advanced titles require Bluetooth control 
pads, sold separately. They won’t sustain 
anybody with a serious gaming habit, but 
children should be entertained just fine.

Voice command 
It seems that voice interaction will be 
with us for a while – both devices make 
use of it. Both remotes have a voice 
command button: press this and speak 
into the microphone.

Voice recognition is impressive on 
both devices. Our standard test is to 
mutter ‘Chiwetel Ejiofor’ and see what 
happens. Both understood this search 
term and brought up the actor’s films.

On the Amazon, this search applies to 
Amazon Video only. This is one area 
where the Apple wins hands down: its 
search is universal. Mention ‘Fargo’ and 
it will tell you the title is available on 
Netflix and iTunes. This intelligent voice 
assistant is actually Siri, whom you may 
have met if you own an iPhone or iPad. It 
is also smart enough to tell you about 
the weather, if you ask nicely.

Siri does draw the line at playing you 
music on command, which seems odd 
given all the hoopla over Apple Music. 
You’ll have to manually select any songs 
you bought on iTunes. Apple also offers 
AirPlay, which lets you stream from a 
phone or computer – as long as you’re 
using an iOS or Mac device, or a 
computer running iTunes.

The Amazon can do music too, with 
Amazon Music streaming included in 
Prime subscriptions.

Performance  
The Amazon wins this round easily. Both 
boxes offer surround sound up to 7.1 
channels, depending on content, but 
while Apple’s video resolution goes up to 
Full HD 1080p at 60Hz, the Amazon 
offers Ultra High Definition (at 30fps).

You’ll need a 4K TV to make use of the 
extra resolution, but given one of those 
displays the Amazon’s picture is 
noticeably clearer and better defined.

Of course, this does depend a lot on 
the speed and reliability of your internet 
connection. Amazon says you need a 
minimum of 15mbps to make full use of 
its 4K programming. But besides the 
resolution, there’s not a huge amount of 
difference between the streaming boxes. 
With both, you will get a commendable 
picture that’s almost up to Blu-ray 
standards of subtlety and dynamism.

What really separates the two is 
operational speed. The Amazon is easily 
the fastest box we’ve seen. We didn’t 
experience a single loading screen. It 
keeps up with the sort of rapid-fire 
button-presses you use when you’re 
trying to scroll through a list.

If anything it’s a little too fast and ends 
up feeling a little jerky. The Apple, on the 
other hand, takes its sweet time. Menus 
are fine, but load some video and you’ll 
get it when the box is good and ready.

Verdict 
This is an easy win for the Amazon Fire 
TV. Its ease of use, its high speed, lower 
price and wealth of content all score 
major points over the Apple TV. And 
that’s before we even get to the Amazon’s 
UHD video. 

The Amazon Fire TV is hot stuff 
indeed, and Apple just got burned.

“Unsurprisingly, the Apple’s tvOS 

off ers a far more attractive look.

Anyone who has used an iPhone will

feel at home with the colourful tiles”





FOUR

THE

BIG
 Rather than promoting 
whole new ranges of TVs, 
the focus at CES 2016 was 
on a few flagship models

T he halls of the Las Vegas Convention Centre in 
early January were the venue for some of the 
biggest technology announcements you’re likely 

to see throughout 2016. For the ‘Big Four’ television 
manufacturers – LG, Panasonic, Samsung and Sony 
– that meant unveiling their new TV ranges.

This year, however, there was a more focused 
approach than we’ve seen previously, with the 
manufacturers appearing to concentrate on the one 
stand-out set of the range. So here are those big TV 
announcements from the Big Four that we can’t wait to 
get in our testing rooms in 2016

TV ROUND-UP
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OLED panel measures just 2.7mm deep, with a panel of glass
fixed to its back for reinforcement. It has a unibody approach,
with no screws or bolts to blemish the sleek, minimalist lines.

Making a stand
Many will be happy to hear it’s a flat screen too. LG has heeded
the cry of the customers who don’t want curved screens,
particularly in the high-end market where TVs are often
wall-mounted. The G6’s stand is a clever construction which
houses not only all the TV’s connections, but also a 60W
4.2-channel speaker base developed by Harman Kardon to fire
sound forwards. It folds under the TV for wall mounting, with
sound coming out of a secondary grille instead.

Smart TV functionality on the G6 is handled by LG’s webOS
3.0 platform, which now includes support for Freeview Play – a
service that combines catch-up TV from the BBC, ITV, Channel
4 and Channel 5 with on-demand services and live TV.

The G6 will be available as a 65in screen size sometime
towards the end of March, followed by a 77in later in the year.

T E L E V I S I O N  R O U N D - U P

F O R A L L T H E L AT E S T N E W S A N D

P R O D U C T S , V I S I T W W W.W H AT H I F I . C O M

 1
LG currently seems to be the only TV manufacturer of 
the Big Four that’s fully placing its bets on OLED. The 
cry of “it’s too expensive” falls on deaf ears with LG – it 
has eight OLEDs in its 2016 range. At the top is the G6, 

which forms part of LG’s new Signature collection, a high-end 
line-up of products across categories including white goods.

The G6 ticks off all 2016’s must-haves. It’s a 4K OLED panel 
with 10-bit HDR processing for greater contrast. LG says it is 
capable of more than a billion colours and can reach 600 nits 
peak brightness and less than 0.0005 nits black level. 

This qualifies it for the UHD Alliance’s new Ultra HD 
Premium standard, and it will also be compatible with Dolby 
Vision technology. On an aesthetic level, the G6 is the thinnest 
TV LG has produced and is nothing short of stunning. The

 2
Panasonic had a fairly small AV showing at CES 
2016, with the announcement of its new flagship 
DX900 LCD range alongside the long-awaited 
UB900 UHD Blu-ray player, but no new OLED sets.

The new DX900 range brings together all the TV highlights 
of CES 2016 – 4K Ultra HD resolution, Ultra HD Premium 
specification and THX 4K certification. 

It promises better-than-ever picture performance, with 
Panasonic’s innovative new ‘honeycomb’ structure, controlling 
hundreds of isolated backlighting and local dimming zones. 
This technology is claimed to deliver brightness of 1000 nits 
across much more of the screen than its competitors, all 
without compromising inky deep blacks.

Panasonic hasn’t put as much emphasis on the slimness of 
its TV. The DX900 isn’t chunky, but it’s not as wafer-thin as 
Sony or Samsung’s offerings. The bezel is still reassuringly slim 
though, and Panasonic has opted for a stand that sits mostly 
behind the TV. It might not be as eye-catching as its rivals, but 
there’s no doubt it’s still a smart-looking TV.

Magnetic appeal
Firefox OS once again serves as Panasonic’s smart TV system, a 
welcome return for one of the more streamlined and well-
designed interfaces of 2015. After the DX900’s release, an 
update will include new content providers, HDR support for 
Netflix and Amazon, and a way to link Firefox across 
platforms, including a ‘send to TV’ feature for sharing content.

As for sound, the DX900 packs a speaker array that includes 
four passive radiators for delivering a weightier sound, 
alongside powerful Neodymium magnets in the speakers that 
help to produce clearer, more expansive output. 

The Panasonic DX900 will be available in 65in and 58in 
screen sizes, and is expected in the spring.
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Panasonic DX900LG G6

LG has heeded the cry of customers

who don’t want curved screens, 

particularly in the high-end market 

where TVs are oft en wall-mounted

Panasonic hasn’t put as much

emphasis on slimness. The DX900

isn’t chunky, but it’s not as wafer-thin

as Sony or Samsung’s off erings



been some improvements to the technology, although its 2015 
Nano Crystal tech was basically that with a different name.

Smart things
The KS9500’s panel is a 4K, 10-bit display with support for 
10-bit HDR processing, conforming to UHD Alliance standards. 
It’s an edge-lit set, which seems strange for a flagship, but with 
a peak brightness of 1000 nits it challenges what we’d expect 
from a direct-lit picture. This is supported by Samsung’s Ultra 
Black technology, which aims to reduce glare and reflections. 

Samsung has introduced an improved Smart Hub, which 
aims to deliver a much more streamlined and simpler 
approach. There’s also Smart Control, which recognises 
hardware connected to the TV over HDMI and allows you to 
control it using your Samsung Smart Remote, plus they all 
feature Internet of Things hub technology for controlling more 
than 200 SmartThings, from light bulbs to doorbells.

The KS9500 will be available in 49, 55, 65 and 78in screen 
sizes, and is due in March.
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 3
Samsung hasn’t been shy in its support for curved 
screens in recent years, so it’s no surprise to see its 
KS9500 2016 flagship screen (to be known as 
KS9000 in Europe) features a gently curved design. 

We’re still not convinced of the viewing benefits, but there’s 
no doubt that it looks nice, helped by the fact that Samsung 
has managed to all-but do away with the bezel on the KS9500. 

We’re not quite at bezel-less bragging rights yet (though 
Samsung is trying), but it’s certainly an impressively small 
bezel for such a big screen. It creates a minimalist, fuss-free 
finish, which is supported by Samsung’s “360-degree design” 
with no visible screws, inputs or ports on the front or back.

The KS9500 is the first Samsung TV to be officially labelled 
as Quantum Dot colour technology. Samsung says there have

 4
Unusually, over at the Sony stand, the spotlight 
wasn’t on the flagship set, but on the model below 
it, the XD93. Available in a choice of 55in or 65in, it 
cuts a different shape to last year’s sets, replacing 

the chunkier wedge design with Sony’s new ‘Slice of Living’ 
concept. In fact, this runs across all of Sony’s 2016 TVs, which 
are much slimmer and more streamlined in comparison.

The magnetic fluid speakers that used to feature along the 
edges of some premium models have been ditched. Instead, 
the XD93 features more traditional, downward-firing speakers 
built into its chassis. We can’t help but feel a little disappointed 
– we thought they gave Sony a real edge in the sound stakes.

Setting the standards
Design aside, the big news for the XD93 range is that it’s the 
first to use Sony’s brand new Slim Backlight Drive technology. 
This uses an edge-lit backlight structure, which Sony claims 
allows the set to compete with full-array models when it 
comes to handling brightness and contrast.

Like all Sony’s 2016 Ultra HD TVs, the XD93 is HDR 
compatible, which is indicated by Sony’s new ‘4K HDR’ logo. 
Interestingly, Sony chose to go with this rather than the UHD 
Alliance’s Ultra HD Premium logo, which all three of its rivals 
carry. That’s not to say Sony’s TVs don’t reach this spec, but 
Sony’s justification is that it wanted its own logo to use across 
future ranges of 4K HDR products, beyond TVs.

Elsewhere, Sony’s new 4K sets once again use Android TV as 
their operating system, which means Google Cast is included 
for beaming content to the set from a smartphone or tablet, 
plus there’s new Netflix integration that offers up content 
suggestion directly within the UI.

We’re expecting the XD93 to launch in March, along with the 
XD94 flagship and the rest of the 2016 line up.

Nit
The unit used to 

measure the 

brightness of 

directlight. One 

nit is equivalent to 

one candela per 

square metre, or 

roughly the 

amount of light 

emitted by a 

single candle.

HDR
“High dynamic 

range” is the near 

must-have 

feature in 2016’s 

televisions. The 

technology, 

working in tandem 

with 4K, can 

deliver a simply 

stunning picture. 

The idea is to 

deliver a greater 

range of contrast 

(and colours) than 

is possible with 

current standards. 

As yet, however, 

a universal HDR 

standard hasn’t 

been agreed 

across the 

industry.

JARGON
BUSTER

Samsung KS9500/KS9000 Sony XD93

The small bezel is supported by

Samsung’s ‘360-degree design’

with no visible screws, inputs or

ports on the front or back of the TV

Sony’s magnetic fl uid speakers have 

been ditched for more traditional 

downward-fi ring speakers. We can’t

help but feel a little disappointed
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Sky Q is Sky’s next-generation TV service. Due 
to launch later this year, it aims to deliver ‘fluid 
viewing’, giving you access to Sky TV wherever 
and however you want it. Combining live and 
on-demand content, plus your own recordings, 
and giving you access all around your home and 
on the move. It doesn’t bring 4K Ultra HD at 
launch, as widely tipped, though this will follow. 

Launching with a new range of boxes and a 
new app, Sky Q isn’t compatible with existing 
Sky TV services (your Sky dish will need a 
“slight tweak” but otherwise there are no new 
cables to install), and is instead being billed as a 
‘premium’ addition to the company’s existing 
video and app offerings.

Three boxes and a broadband hub
There are three Sky Q TV boxes, and a new 
broadband hub. The Sky Q Silver (available in 
black and silver) and Sky Q (black only) are the 
two main units, plus the Q Mini (black), aimed at 
smaller rooms. The Mini piggy-backs off your 
main box and doesn’t have a tuner or hard drive. 
All the boxes follow the same slimline design, 
and look nigh-on identical.

The Sky Q Silver is the flagship box. If you 
want 4K when it arrives on Sky, this is the only 
Sky Q box that will support it. The other benefits 

come in the form of extra storage, tuners and
connections. A 2TB box, the Q Silver comes with
a whopping 12 tuners, and has two HDMI, two
USB and one optical audio output. The Q box,
meanwhile, has 1TB storage and eight tuners,
plus one HDMI, one USB and one optical output.

All those extra tuners are in place to deliver
Sky’s “fluid viewing” experience. With the 12
tuners you can simultaneously – deep breath –
watch TV, get a picture-in-picture preview of a
second channel, record four other channels,
stream to two Q Mini boxes and to two tablets.
The Sky Q box’s eight tuners mean the 
simultaneous streaming functionality drops to
one tablet and one Mini box.

There’s also a new Sky Q remote (and a
new app and a whole new interface). The 
remote uses Bluetooth rather than infrared 
to connect, which means line of sight to 
your box is no longer an issue. Smaller and 
lighter, it’s a quite different breed of 
handset, with the main focus a large 
touch-sensitive control. In fact, there are no 
manual buttons for moving up and down 
the interface – it’s all about the touch. Voice 
search is said to be in the pipeline, too. 

While the extra tuners will allow you to 
simply watch and record more 

programmes at the same time, more crucial is
the ability to access live, recorded and on-
demand content from multiple devices, inside
and outside your home. It’s this that really
defines Sky Q.

Move to your bedroom (and a Q Mini box) or
your tablet (and the Sky Q app), and you can

 Sky Q
first look

Watch anything, anywhere with multi-device,
multi-room TV viewing – Sky is going for it all

WE GET TO GRIPS WITH THE LATEST TECHHANDS ON

 Key features

▼ The all-new remote, which uses Bluetooth 

rather than infrared, is based around a large, 

central touch-sensitive control



instantly pick up where you left off on whatever 
you were watching on your main box. Aside 
from live TV, you can also browse and watch all 
your main box’s recordings on any Q device. The 
Sky Q tablet app also allows you to download 
programmes for offline viewing (provided Sky 
has the rights to do this – BBC content is 
excluded, for example), allowing you to take 
your favourite programmes out of the house. 
This is the fluid experience.

One thing worth pointing out is that there is 
currently no Sky Q mobile app. Sky says an app 
is, of course, coming but should Sky Q launch 
first you’ll be without the mobile experience. 
Remote Record could be one feature missing as 
a result, though Sky says there may be a 
workaround, possibly via the existing Sky+ app.

Back on the main box, the fresh new interface 
is bigger and brighter, sporting a vertical menu 
layout which then scrolls horizontally to the 
right in each section – how we naturally prefer to 
read, says Sky. It’s chock-full of content, and 
you’ll be served recommended films and TV 
programmes based on your viewing habits and 
even the time of day, alongside the more familiar 
editorially curated Sky content.

There are apps within the interface, too – Sky 
News, Sky Sports, Facebook and a handful more 
at launch, which can deliver information on the 
side of the screen while you watch TV – much as 
we’ve seen on smart TVs. Bluetooth and AirPlay 
are also there, allowing you to stream music to 
your main system, complete with artwork.  

Boxes form their own network
The boxes form their own mesh network, just 
like Sonos, so sending content around multiple 
rooms or devices shouldn’t be a drain on your 
broadband network (Sky says it won’t be 
recommending any minimum speed 
requirement). It probably will want to 
recommend its own internet service, of course, 
and if you do take Sky internet then your Mini 
boxes will also double as wi-fi boosters. This 
can’t be used without Sky internet, we’re told.

Our brief hands-on time was, predictably, 
affected slightly by the broadband connection in 
the particular set-up, but otherwise moving 
from room to room and screen to screen, and 

taking our content with us, proved effective and 
seamless. Seeing all of your programmes on the 
same menu across multiple devices makes it 
feel more like owning a Sky account, with access 
to everything (almost), everywhere (nearly). 

Colourful, picture-led menus
While the TV Guide section of the interface uses 
the familiar text-led design – albeit nicely 
presented, clear and easy to read – most of the 
other menus are more picture-led for a bright, 
colourful interface. New additions – Sky Q and 
Top Picks – serve the recommended content. 

And there is a lot of content here. Sky says 
user feedback tells it that, while customers love 
Sky’s content (but of course), users can find it 
hard to know what to watch or where to find it. 
Sky Q’s content recommendations aim to help.

The quality of the content is increasingly 
important, too. Investment in live sport and 
movies has served Sky well in recent years but 
with the likes of Amazon, Netflix and YouTube 
stealing eyes from traditional TV, headline-
grabbing dramas (which Netfl ix does so well) will 
no doubt need to come to the fore. Sky Atlantic 
has made a solid start in this department.

While the idea of content partners sounds an 
interesting one, these seemed rather buried in 
the interface with no obvious branding to flag 
who’s involved or what they’ve provided. This 
could change by the time of launch, of course.

And what about 4K? Nobody delivered the 
quantity and quality of HD content to match Sky 
for many years and we’d expect the company to 
deliver 4K Ultra HD in a similar fashion. Beaten 
to the punch by the BT Sport Ultra HD channel, 
Sky’s argument is it’s waiting for volume – both 
in terms of content and customer demand. Sky 
4K is expected to launch later this year, though 
only the Q Silver box will be compatible. 

Breakthrough or overkill?
Sky Q doesn’t feel only like an upgrade to the Sky 
experience in order to keep ahead of traditional 
rivals, but also an effort to learn from and take 
on the new streaming-video upstarts. Even so, 
much of this benefit relies on you wanting to 
consume more, and in more ways. Live on your 
own? Might not sound so ground-breaking. 
Don’t own a tablet? You might not get the full 
benefit. Happy with one room for all your TV 
viewing? Sky Q may not get your juices flowing. 

But for everyone else, it’s easy to see Sky Q as 
something approaching the TV of the future. 
While multi-room video home installations 
have been around for some time, this is more 
affordable than a custom install. More advanced 
and better integrated too. 

If the past few years have been all about 
perfecting multi-room music, this might just be 
the start of bringing truly multi-room – and 
beyond – TV to the mainstream.

Watch an episode in a series and the EPG will 
instantly reveal all other available programmes 
in the series. Similarly, series record is now the 
standard when you click to record any episodic 
TV show. The Top Picks and Catch Up TV 
sections show you Sky’s choice of ‘what’s hot’, 
while My Q is tailored programming for you.  

Getting a feel for how so many menus work in 
a short period of time isn’t easy, but it’s clear Sky 
has done its best to make that quantity of 
programming accessible rather than intimidating. 

It will be a similar case of ‘suck it and see’ with 
the remote control. A touch-remote feels more 
advanced, but its mode of operation and 
sensitivity take a little getting used to.

Sky is adamant the Q Silver box is faster than 
the existing set-top box, and we certainly 
noticed no sign of lag in our time with it. Speed, 
ease of use and reliability will be crucial, and 
Sky has a decent track record in this respect.

H A N D S  O N

 www.whathifi .com 57

F O R  N E W S  U P D AT E S  O N  S K Y  Q , 
I N C L U D I N G  L A U N C H  D AT E  A N D 
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▲ Bluetooth and AirPlay are included within 

the main box, so you can stream your stored 

music to your main system – artwork included

▲ The new interface contains various 

apps that can display information on 

screen while you’re watching TV

▼ Full control of Sky Q functions is available 

via a tablet, but there’s no guarantee that a 

mobile app will be ready at launch time

“Crucial is the ability to 

access live, recorded and 

on-demand content from 

multiple devices, inside 

and outside your home”
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EXPENSIVE, YES. BUT YOU KNOW YOU WANT THEMTEMPTATION

Leading us astray
 These five alluring products are the most
 tempting we’ve ever come across…

TEMPTATIONS:
VPI Prime p60

Mark Levinson 326S/532H p62

Burmester Musiccentre 151 p63

Dan D’Agostino Momentum p64

Tannoy Kensington p65
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V PI Industries has a long history of 
producing high-quality turntables. The 
New Jersey-based specialist’s products 

have never been cheap, but even at £3750 the 
Prime represents a bargain for a high-end record 
player. You’d have to look at something close to 
double that before hearing any notable upgrade.

That price includes the deck and partnering 
arm. All you have to do is add a suitably talented 
cartridge – in the case of the review sample, a 
Lyra Delos moving coil costing around £1000.

Quality engineering
We’re impressed by the build and finish of the 
Prime. The curved chassis is made of MDF, 
covered with textured vinyl and reinforced with 
11-gauge (around 3mm thick) steel plate. The 
plate is bonded to the underside to help control 
resonance and improve feedback rejection. 
There are a quartet of foot assemblies made of 
Delrin (an acetal homopolymer resin) and ball 
bearings. The Prime’s feet sit on these, 
improving isolation from the turntable support.

The arm is an unusual 3D-printed ‘unipivot’ 
design, the bearing consisting of a single, sharp 
point on which the housing sits. This gives an 
impressive freedom of movement compared 
with a normal multiple-bearing design.

This is a simple deck to use. Initial wobbliness 
of the arm aside, there’s nothing else here that’s 
out of the norm – apart from the performance.

We start off with an old favourite, Radiohead’s 
In Rainbows, an intricately produced album that 
can easily end up disjointed and confused – but 
not through the Prime. This is a confident-
sounding product that can organise with the 
best of them. It maintains sonic stability and 
composure even when faced with something as 
challenging as the album’s opener, 15 Step, 
turning what could be a big acoustic mess into 
an organised and cohesive whole. This is a 
difficult feat few rivals at this price manage.

No fear of large-scale music
There’s plenty of punch and the kind of runaway 
train-like momentum to the rhythm track that 
the music deserves. Vocals are articulate, detailed 
and delivered with warmth and solidity.

We move to something larger-scale in Orff’s 
Carmina Burana, but such music holds little fear 
for the Prime. It’s controlled when the music 
turns wild and digs up a lot of detail. The piece’s 
dynamics come through unhindered and there’s 
plenty of attack. The impressive stereo imaging 
is wide, deep and populated with crisply
focused instrumentation. There’s admirable
stability, even when the piece is complex.

The Lyra cartridge lives up to its reputation by
working with the arm and deck perfectly. Its
high level of resolution and convincing tonality
dovetail superbly with the Prime’s sonic talents.

Keeping a lid on it
VPI has made some terrific decks, and the Prime
should be considered one of them. By high-end
standards it’s aggressively priced while
delivering a scale of engineering and sound that
is hard to better. There’s no lid, and you’ll have
to pay for a decent cartridge, but once you do,
we think the Prime is good enough to remind
you why you got into hi-fi in the first place.

 “Reminds you why you got 
into hi-fi in the first place”

VPI Prime | Turntable | £3750

1 The bare metal top surface of 

the deck is beautifully machined

2 Complex foot assemblies help 

isolation for the turntable

3 Outboard motor reduces the

amount of motor vibrations fed 

into the turntable structure

4 You will have to pay extra for

a suitably talented cartridge 

5 Plenty of adjustment on the arm

to fine-tune the performance

6 The unusual ‘unipivot’ tonearm

is included in the price

1

4

The deck’s 24-pole AC motor is built into an
aluminium/steel housing that fits neatly into the 
curve of the Prime’s shaped chassis. There’s a 
power button and an input for mains. Speed 
change is manual – to play 45s, the drive-belt has 
to be moved to the larger step on the drive pulley.

That chunky platter is machined from 6061 
aluminium and weighs in at around 9kg. There’s 
no mat, but the bare metal surface is beautifully 
made and shouldn’t damage your records.

Freedom of movement
The main bearing is an inverted design that uses 
a hardened steel shaft, a 60 Rockwell hardened 
chrome ball, a phosphor bronze bushing and a 
PEEK (polyetheretherketone) thrust disc. It’s 
designed for precision, low noise and longevity. 

By high-end standards, this isn’t a large deck. 
Measuring 54cm wide x 40cm deep, it should fit
on the top shelf of most supports. Despite VPI’s 
attempts to design in some isolation, it still pays
to use a rigid, low-resonance platform.

This is a simple deck to use. 

Initial wobbliness of the arm 

aside, there’s nothing else 

here that’s out of the norm – 

apart from the performance

says

RATING ★★★★★
VERDICT One of the most likable record players 

we’ve heard in recent years
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 Mark Levinson can claim to be one of a 
handful of brands that defined the 
‘high end’, establishing a template of 

over-engineered electronics, lavish construction 
and, of course, huge price tags. This 326S/532H 
pre/power pairing may be one of the company’s 
more affordable offerings, but we suspect it will 
be all the amplifier anyone ever needs.

Compact, but classy
By high-end standards the 326S preamplifier is a 
compact unit, yet there’s an undeniable aura of 
class about it. That impression starts with the 
superbly made casework.

The preamp’s internal electrical layout is dual-
mono, where the left- and right-channel circuits 
are as symmetrical as possible to optimise stereo
imaging. Connectivity is good, with seven line- 
level inputs, both single-ended and balanced 
XLRs. There’s also the option of a built-in MM/
MC phono module for an extra £1375.

The 300W-per-channel 532H power amplifier 
is far simpler. This is a sizable powerhouse at  
19 x 45 x 50cm and 34kg. Inside you’ll find a 
dual-mono configuration right down to using 
twin mains transformers – one for each channel.

There’s also an ethernet connection, but no 
streaming module built in. It enables the amp to 
be configured as part of a multi-room set-up 
when using ML’s Media Console as the source.

The 326S/532H combination is nice to use – 
not always the case with high-end equipment, 
which tends to compromise usability either in 

the pursuit of better sound or appearance. This 
pairing avoids both, with an intuitive control 
layout and one of the clearest displays around.

But while the duo is undeniably talented, we 
initially wonder whether its presentation is just 
a little too subtle, and whether there is a 
shortfall of punch and attack. Over time, we 
realise this impression is a result of the 
326S/532H combo’s class-leading refinement 
and composure. There aren’t any hard or bright 
edges in the sound, so no artificial excitement.

Play a challenging piece of music such as 
Hans Zimmer’s The Battle (from the Gladiator

OST) and this pairing takes it all in stride. 
Crescendos crash with impressive force while 
there’s plenty of drive to the rhythmic elements. 
It’s quite fearsome when replayed at the huge 
volume levels this amplifier is capable of.

Even with the music at its most challenging 
this pairing sounds totally unflustered, almost 
as if it barely has to try to produce all that fury. 
There’s no undue hardness in the presentation, 
and certainly no rounding-off of extremes.

The stereo imaging is remarkable too, with a 
presentation that is wide, deep and very well 
layered. Instruments are just locked in position, 
refusing to budge even when a crescendo hits. 
The midrange is fluid in communicating nuance, 
and there’s an appealingly natural way with 
which this amplifier renders vocal-based music.

This pair does a good job communicating the 
changing pace and momentum of the track. The 
delivery is for one so powerful, and traces the 
leading and trailing edges of notes nicely.

Forgiving with aggressive tracks
Tonally these Levinsons aren’t strictly neutral, 
sounding just a little rounded at the top end and 
a touch rich through the midrange. But these 
characteristics are mild and give this combo a 
forgiving outlook with aggressive recordings.

The MLs are still revealing enough to show off 
any shortcomings in production (or partnering 
equipment) but never overemphasise things. 
The 326S/532H combination is a hugely capable 
pairing that delivers a controlled, entertaining 
sound. Add terrific build and the Mark Levinson 
brand name, and it’s easy to be tempted.

“There’s an undeniable aura of class about it”

Mark Levinson 326S/532H | Pre/power amplifier | £9300/£7500

With huge build 

quality and price 

tags to match, 

Mark Levinson

has defined the 

high-end of hi-fi

Play a challenging piece of 

music and this pairing takes 

it all in stride. Played at the 

volume this amplifier is

capable of, it is fearsome

says

RATING ★★★★★
VERDICT Hugely capable, with insight, refinement 

and muscle that’s hard to better for the money
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 Burmester’s Musiccenter 151 is difficult 
to pigeonhole. It’s a streamer, server, CD 
player and ripper wrapped in one 

superbly made chrome-laden box. That’s a 
complex array of talents, but it’s easy to see why 
the German high-end brand has taken such a 
comprehensive approach.

Back up to the future
Most of the company’s customers have built 
their systems up over a number of years, and 
quite likely have large collections of CDs. For 
these people it’s easy simply to replace their 
existing CD player with the 151, rather than add 
yet another box for streaming music.

The Musiccenter has two 2TB modules. One 
mirrors the data on the other, so there’s always a 
back-up of your music if one of them goes 
wrong. The built-in slot-loading disc drive makes 
ripping CDs easy. There’s a choice of two quality 
levels: very thorough and obsessively thorough. 
The 151 is happy to take more than 15 minutes to 
rip a disc – scratched discs take longer, as the 
player re-reads the damaged sections until the 
maximum amount of data is recovered.

Swimming with the Tidal
A recent firmware upgrade adds a Tidal app and 
means the 151 will now work as a conventional 
(UPnP) music streamer too, able to render music 
stored on external NAS devices. It will cope with 
files up to 24-bit/192kHz, though the lack of DSD 
replay might bother some. A conventional 

remote is provided, but streaming operations 
are probably best handled with the app. To 
which end, Burmester also supplies an Apple 
iPad Mini, preloaded with the app, in the box. 
That’s a nice touch.

The app isn’t the only way to control the 151, 
you can use a web browser on your computer 
too. The web route may be the way to go for 
configuring ripping quality or setting output 
voltage to match your partnering amp.

We start off by using the Musiccenter as a 
CD player and are pleased with what we hear. 
Its presentation has all the usual refined, creamy

balance we’ve come to associate with 
Burmester. Play a hard-edged recording such as 
Terry’s Song by Bruce Springsteen and the 151 
delivers a sound full of fi nesse and subtlety. 

There’s plenty of detail, from the coarse 
texture of Springsteen’s passionate vocals to the
precise rendering of the instrumental backdrop. 
The innate refinement of the Musiccenter 
means that the hard edges of this demo-like 
recording aren’t exaggerated. 

“Everything we’d associate with Burmester”

Burmester Musiccenter 151 | CD streamer | £12,500

The music always takes the limelight, and a 
move to streaming a CD rip of Stravinsky’s The 
Rite Of Spring allows the 151 to impress even 
more. The piece’s dynamic swings are delivered 
with force, composure and excitement. Its 
presentation has huge scale and authority. This 
is a hugely demanding piece, yet it remains easy 
to follow low-level instrumental strands.

Richness and smoothness
We don’t notice any great difference in quality 
between using the 151 as a CD player or as a 
streamer. At all times it remains informative but 
refined. The balance is tilted (slightly) towards 
richness at lower frequencies and smoothness at 
the top end, but it’s never taken too far. It means 
poorer recordings and lower-quality sources are 
kindly treated. 

The 151 is expensive, but it’s a fine high-end 
CD player and an equally impressive music 
streamer. The app makes it a pleasure to use too, 
even if the unit’s responses are a touch sluggish 
on occasion. If you want a high-end streamer 
plus the luxury of playing CDs to a very high 
level, look no further.

Burmester also supplies an

Apple iPad Mini, preloaded

with the dedicated app for

streaming operations, in

the box. That’s a nice touch

says

RATING ★★★★★
VERDICT If you’re looking for a top class Streamer, 

but still need high quality CD reply look no further.

The Burmester 

Musiccentre 151 

may be expensive, 

but it’s a fi ne 

high-end streamer 

and CD player
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 Dan D’Agostino’s Momentum Integrated 
Amplifier might just have the best 
volume control in the world. We 

certainly haven’t come across anything that 
matches the beautifully precise and wonderfully 
damped feel of its rotary volume bezel, or the 
theatre of that prominent Breguet-inspired level 
gauge. Small things, but they add up to making 
the Momentum Integrated something special.

Two-box design
And this amplifier needs to be special to justify 
that huge price tag. It’s configured as a two-box 
design, where the power-supply circuitry is 
housed in a separate casing to keep high 
currents and associated magnetic fields away 
from the sensitive audio circuitry. 

Sitting the amp on the 10cm-tall power unit 
makes for a surprisingly compact unit. But you’ll
need a strong support and plenty of ventilation 
– together they weigh in at 55kg and generate 
enough heat to warm our listening room.

Build quality is exquisite. There are two finish
options: the black of our review sample, or silver.
Both are immaculate, the solid-feeling casework
made of panels machined from aluminium 
billet, while copper is used for the heatsinks.

All the controls work with well-damped 
precision, though those for the bass and treble 
controls require, for us, a little too much force to
operate for comfort. Overall, though, this 
amplifier is a joy to use, helped by an 
imaginatively designed but practical remote.

Despite its relatively compact dimensions, 
this amp is a powerhouse. The 200W per 
channel figure into 8ohms is decent, but this 
unit is strong enough to keep doubling that 
output until it delivers a whopping 800W per 
channel into a 2ohm load, enough to drive any 
speaker to high volumes without issue.

With the focus on performance, features are 
adequate rather than generous. There is a series 
of line-level inputs – unusually, all six are of the 
balanced XLR variety. There’s no built-in phono 
stage but if you want to use headphones there’s 
an output hidden on the rear panel.

In terms of outright resolution we haven’t 
come across a superior alternative, regardless of 
price. The sense of cohesion is absolute.

Utterly stable
As we push harder, the amp’s excellent sense of 
scale comes to the fore, as does its ability to 
render an expansive but well-layered soundstage. 
Every instrument is locked in position and the 
presentation remains utterly stable no matter 
how demanding the piece gets.

We want to see if this amplifier can have fun, 
so we play Ball and Biscuit by the White Stripes. 
The Momentum has no trouble making perfect 
sense of the song’s rhythm track. There’s plenty 
of punch too, with the kind of textured yet 
delicate lows only the best ever manage. 

Such is the grip at low frequencies that it’s 
easy to conclude the Momentum is a little light 
here. Listen carefully and you realise it’s only the 
amp’s exceptional bass agility and its class-
leading control that makes things seem that way.

Can any piece of hi-fi truly justify this kind of 
expense? We’re not sure, but we do know that 
it’s one of the best amplifiers we’ve ever heard.

“We haven’t come across a superior alternative”

Dan D’Agostino Momentum  | Integrated Amplifier | £44,000

Touches like the

volume control 

and level gauge 

are what makes the

Dan D’Agostino

something special

says

RATING ★★★★★
VERDICT The Momentum Integrated is one of the 

finest amplifiers money can buy. We want one

It is immaculately made, 

combining granite-like 

solidity with a quality finish 

more usually associated 

with top-class jewellery

The first few seconds of The Unthanks’  
Mount The Air show this is an extraordinary 
performer. That big power output may lead the 
listener to expect something of a muscle-bound 
sound, but the first quality that hits home is the 
subtlety. The Momentum has a wonderfully 
light touch that allows the group’s textured 
vocals to shine. The song’s nuances and 
instrumental strands are laid bare, revealing a 
stunning level of clarity.
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 It’s easy to dismiss Tannoy’s Prestige series 
as old-fashioned, but it’s a firm favourite in 
the Far East where the fine craftsmanship, 

retro details and sonic talent have brought huge 
success. And a quick listen to the Kensington GR 
proves there’s more at work than just nostalgia.

In the context of the range, it’s mid-sized, but 
this huge cabinet is 105 litres in volume and 
110cm tall. The speakers weigh in at 49kg each. 

Big and solid – and they sound it
The Kensington GRs are beautifully made, wider 
than they are deep and covered with design 
details. Their cabinets are solid, using a mixture 
of high-density birch ply for the front baffle and 
rear panel, with particle board and solid wood 
for other sections. There are two standard 
finishes: Walnut, or the Black Oak you see here.

There are loads of neat cosmetic touches. 
Items such as the beautifully finished wooden 
box that houses the biwire links, spikes and 
nicely produced manual help promote pride of 
ownership and really boost the feel-good factor.

The heart of these speakers is Tannoy’s 
trademark Dual Concentric drive unit, which 
builds on decades of development. It has a 25cm
paper pulp mid/bass cone with an impregnated 
twin roll fabric surround. The tweeter – 
positioned in the heart of the mid/bass to help 
integration – is a 52mm aluminium/magnesium 
dome. It fires through a ‘pepper-pot’ grating into
a stainless-steel horn – an arrangement said to 
help sensitivity and control directivity.

The sheer size of the Kensingtons means 
you’ll need a big room. Make sure you can place 
these floorstanders at least a metre out into the 
room to make the most of their stereo imaging.

Tannoy provides a good degree of flexibility 
in the treble. On the front baffle you’ll find 
adjustments for treble energy and roll-off. These 
are subtle enough to be useful, so it’s well worth 
experimenting to optimise performance. 

The Kensington GRs can be biwired, and 
sound more precise and lucid this way. As with 
other Tannoys there’s an additional terminal (an 
earth connection) next to the two pairs of signal

speakers when pushed, nor the restrained 
dynamics often found with small drive units 
and compact cabinets.

Gently does it
Then there’s the bass. While it comes as no 
surprise a speaker this size produces lots of it, 
we’re impressed by the quality. The Tannoys are 
subtle, textured and articulate. We’re impressed 
with the stereo imaging too – positioned with 
care these speakers set up a wide and deep 
soundstage populated by focused instruments.

We give alt-J’s Hunger Of The Pine a listen and 
are struck by the Tannoys’ rhythmic skill. The 
overall presentation is a little gentler than we’re 
used to, but there’s still enough energy to satisfy. 
The fine timing, strong dynamics and clarity are 
more than enough to win us over.

The Kensington GRs are speakers to love. 
While their retro appearance may not be to 
everyone’s taste, there’s more than enough 
sonic quality to place them on the top rung of 
speakers at this price. They’re gentle giants, 
balancing finesse with force in an appealing way. 
Consider us tempted.

“Tannoy’s gentle giants are speakers to love”

Tannoy Kensington GR | Stereo speakers | £9950

The Kensington 

GRs have a rather 

old-fashioned 

look, but there’s 

more here than 

just nostalgia

says

RATING ★★★★★
VERDICT Easy to dismiss on the grounds of their 

retro appearance, but there’s real substance here

The retro appearance may 

not be to all tastes, but 

there’s enough sonic quality 

to place the GRs on the top 

rung of speakers at this price

inputs, the use of which results in a cleaner, 
crisper presentation.

Effortless: that’s our first impression of the 
Kensington GRs’ sound. They’ll deliver a piece 
of music such as Hans Zimmer’s Where We’re 
Going (Interstellar) with breathtaking composure. 
The dynamic shifts of the track are rendered 
with force and the scale of presentation is huge. 

Yet it’s all done with an astonishing sense of 
ease. There’s none of the hardness of lesser 
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The Experts Agree…
“The NightHawk had me choking back tears of 
musical appreciation.” 
—Herb Reichert, Stereophile.com, January 2015

“[NightHawk] gave us a glimpse of every single 
note being played, from the softest strum to the 
harshest thrash...” 
—Elias Plastiras, July 2015, PCWorld.idg.com.au  

“…a gorgeous balance of warmth below and pre-
cision above.” 
—DigitalTrends.com, Ryan Waniata, August 2015

 “The NightHawk isn’t merely a superb ‘first effort,’  
it is a superlative headphone, period.” 
—Ken Kessler, HiFi News, September 2015 

“If a reviewer raves about the AudioQuest 
NightHawks, he’s basically saying that all the other 
headphones on the market are wrong—and so are all 
the rave headphone reviews he’s written in the past.”  
—  Brent Butterworth, SoundStageExperience.com, September 2015

Even the least enthusiastic NightHawk review 
states that NightHawk might be the only “right” 
headphone!

Experts around the world agree: NightHawk is 
beautiful, comfortable, and produces a sound 
that is balanced, dynamic, and naturally detailed 
for a fatigue-free, emotionally compelling 
listening experience. 

Take the time to listen for yourself.

If you’ve recently bought a new 
hi-fi or home cinema product, or if 
you’ve got a classic piece of kit you 
love, we want to hear all about it.

Go to whathifi.com and submit a 
user review for publication online. 
Your reviews will complement our 
own and give our readers valuable 

feedback from owners.
If we think your review deserves 

it, you could even get a coveted 
‘Approved Reviewer’ badge. 

To find out more, go to: 
http://www.whathifi.com/news/
how-to-write-your-own-review

We need your product reviews! 
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B U Y E R ’ S  G U I D E

This is the defi nitive guide to the best home 

entertainment kit you can buy. From 75in TVs to 

smartphones, from portable Bluetooth speakers to 

Dolby Atmos surround-sound packages,  here’s 

where you’ll fi nd the perfect product, fast. 

NEW ENTRIES Apple goes XL with the iPad Pro, 

there’s Pioneer’s appealing XDP-100R hi-res 

portable music player and two wireless 

speakers – the stylish B&O BeoPlay A6 and 

the rugged and practical UE Boom 2.
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The only products
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AMPLIFIERS

HI-FI
THE BEATING HEART OF YOUR HI-FI SYSTEM
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AWARD
WINNER

AWARD
WINNER

PRODUCT
OF THE YEAR

Onkyo A-9010 £200
Best stereo amplifi er under £300, Awards 2015
Our favourite budget amplifi er, this is arguably the most entertaining 

aff ordable amp around. It has agility and a wicked sense of rhythm. 

Power 44W Inputs 5 line-in, MM Outputs speaker, headphone

Cambridge CXA60 £500
Best stereo amplifi er £300-£700, Awards 2015
This is a lively performer with expressive dynamics and a surefooted 

sense of rhythm.  Build quality is impressive. 

Power 60W Inputs 4 line-in Outputs preamp, 2 x speaker, headphone

Arcam FMJ A19 £650
May 2014
Arcam’s entry-level amplifi er is a terrifi c combination of sensible 

features, fi ne build and entertaining sound. 

Power 50W Inputs 6 line-in, MM Outputs Speaker, headphone, preamp

Naim Nait 5si £925
January 2015
Naim’s starter amp is an exceptionally polished performer which 

combines drama with the insight and subtlety to match the very best. 

Power 60W Inputs 3 line-in Outputs speaker, headphone

Marantz PM6005 £300
June 2015
The PM6005 is a multiple Award-winner for good reason. Nicely made, 

well featured and with refi nement and insight few rivals can match.

Power 45W Inputs 5 line-in, MM Outputs 2 x speaker, headphone

Rega Elex-R £900
Best stereo amplifi er £700-£1000, Awards 2015
Arguably the best-value amp Rega makes, with insight and the precise 

handling of rhythms that’s hard to better even at double the price.

Power 72W Inputs 4 line-in, MM Outputs Speaker, preamp 

Burmester 032 £12,380
June 2015
An expensive product but feels it too. Plug the 032 into a system and it 

sounds lovely: top-class levels of resolution, authority and dynamics. 

Power 105W Inputs 5 line-in, MM, MC Outputs Speaker, ’phone, preamp

Dan D’Agostino Momentum integrated £42,000
November 2015
Get past the cost of the Dan D’Agostino Integrated and you’ll fi nd a 

startlingly capable product – one of the fi nest amplifi ers on the planet.

Power 200W Inputs 6 line-in Outputs Speaker, headphone
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AWARD
WINNERRega Elicit-R £1600

Best stereo amplifi er £1000+, Awards 2015
Rega’s top integrated builds on the qualities of its smaller brother, the 

Elex-R. We haven’t heard a more precise amplifi er for the money.

Power 105W Inputs 5 line-in, MM Outputs preamp, speaker

Aesthetix Janus Signature£10,000
April 2015
This cutting-edge valve-powered preamp is remarkably refi ned but 

preserves all the energy and power in the music. Expensive, but lovely.

Inputs 5 line-in, MM, MC Outputs Balanced, single-ended DAC No

Naim Supernait 2 £2750
December 2013
A terrifi c integrated amplifi er. It’s punchy, with a low-frequency 

performance that brims with authority. Dynamics are strong too.

Power 80W Inputs 5 line-in Outputs Speaker, headphone, preamp

Roksan Caspian M2 £1900
October 2013
A supremely rounded product with solid build, classy aesthetics and a 

brilliant all-round sound that works well with all types of music. 

Power 85W Inputs 5 line-in Outputs Speaker, preamp 

Burmester 808 MK5 £22,242
February 2013
Burmester’s masterpiece may be decades old but a string of upgrades 

have kept it relevant. Sound quality remains exceptional.

Inputs line-in, MM, MC (opt) Outputs Balanced, single-ended DAC No

Mark Levinson 326S £9300
July 2015
This classy unit has a refi ned presentation and a spellbinding sense of 

control. Construction quality is deeply impressive.

Inputs 7 line-in Output  Balanced, single-ended DAC No

GamuT D3i £6150
January 2015
This GamuT D3i is a brilliant performer with excellent detail and superb 

transparency. It isn’t packed with inputs, but will cope with most set-ups. 

Inputs 3 line-in Output Balanced, single-ended DAC No

Burmester 911 Mk3 £32,800
August 2012
The 911 is a real powerhouse, capable of delivering high power into 

diffi  cult speakers without struggling. Refi nement is top class, as is build.

Power output 535W Mono/Stereo Stereo Inputs XLR

Townshend Allegri £1895
August 2012
The Allegri a passive unit with six inputs and two outputs, but the real 

attraction is a wonderfully transparent sound that brims with insight.

Inputs 6 line-in, MC Output Single-ended DAC No

Altas Stereo Signature £10,000
April 2015
This Atlas comes close to being all things to all listeners. It has loads of 

grunt, yet there’s a gentle side too with delicacy and exceptional insight.

Power output 200W Mono/Stereo Stereo Inputs 2x Phono, 2x XLR
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AMPLIFIERS CONTINUED

CD PLAYERS & TRANSPORTS
GET THE RIGHT PLAYER AND CD CAN STILL SHINE
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AWARD
WINNER

AWARD
WINNER

AWARD
WINNER

Cyrus Mono X300 Signature £2750
October 2013
Don’t let the Cyrus’s compact casework fool you. This powerhouse 

delivers high volume levels with a pleasing dynamic punch. 

Power output 225W Mono/Stereo Mono Inputs Phono, XLR

GamuT D200i  £8500
January 2015
The D200i combines transparency, muscle and agility better than any 

alternative we’ve heard. Build and fi nish are excellent.

Power output 220W Mono/Stereo Stereo Inputs phono, XLR

Cambridge CXC £300
Best CD transport under £500, Awards 2015
If you already have a DAC – the CXC is useless without one – we wouldn’t 

hesitate in recommending this transport over a standalone CD player.

Type CD transport Outputs coaxial, optical

Cyrus CD t £750
Best CD transport £500+, Awards 2015
An exceptionally talented transport, the CD t off ers a level of insight, 

transparency and clarity you’d struggle to fi nd elsewhere at this price.

Type CD transport Outputs coaxial, optical 

Cyrus CD i £1050
Best CD player £500+, Awards 2015
Cyrus says this player is its best-sounding yet, and aft er listening to how 

confi dent and entertaining it sounds, it’s tough to disagree.

Type CD player Outputs coaxial, optical, RCA

Marantz CD6005 £300
Best CD player under £500, Awards 2015
Marantz’s CD6005 is rightly regarded as fantastic player, one that 

off ers sprinkles of improvements on top of its superb predecessor. 

Type CD player Outputs coaxial, optical, RCA, headphone

Burmester 069 £35,840
November 2013
If you can get past the massive price tag then you have a wonderful 

player that ranks among the best, if not the best, we’ve ever heard. 

Type CD player Outputs 2 x coaxial, opt, XLR, RCA Inputs coax, opt

Burmester 089 £13,320
January 2016
A top-class player that requires a suitably talented system to shine, 

the 089 is one of the best digital sources money can buy. 

Type CD player Outputs coaxial, optical, USB Inputs coax, opt

Cyrus CD Xt Signature £1750
May 2015
Looking for a top-class transport? The Xt Signature provides a sound 

that’s cleaner, crisper and more dynamic than its predecessor. 

Type CD transport Outputs coaxial, optical
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DACS
A DIGITAL-TO-ANALOGUE CONVERTER IS A MODERN HI-FI MUST
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OF THE YEAR
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Naim CD5si £1080
October 2014
The CD5si boasts a full-bodied, winningly enthusiastic approach to 

music. The absence of digital outputs means there’s no upgrade path.

Type CD player Outputs RCA, DIN

Esoteric K-05 £7495
January 2014
The K-05 is a heft y, well-built piece of hi-fi . The sense of scale and 

composure is impressive; as is its powerful, yet articulate bass.

Type CD player Outputs coax, opt, XLR, RCA Inputs coax, opt, USB

Roksan Caspian M2 CD £1900
Awards 2010
The Caspian M2 CD has been around the block, but it’s showing few 

signs of its age, showing skill with timing, dynamics and authority. 

Roksan K3 CD Di £1300
November 2015
Few players at this price are as musical as the K3 CD Di. It promotes the 

character of your music, so you’ll never tire of listening to it.

Type CD player  Outputs coax, opt, XLR, RCA Inputs coax, opt

Naim CD555/555PS £18,345
October 2009
A CD player and a separate power supply, this might not look like much 

but there are few players better at revealing what’s on your discs.

Type CD player  Outputs RCA  

Arcam miniBlink £90
Best Bluetooth receiver, Awards 15
This receiver has serious dynamic clout, with a zingy and fl uid rhythm. 

The 3.5mm analogue output means an adaptor is needed for trad hi-fi . 

Inputs Bluetooth Size (hwd) 2.5 x 3 x 4cm

Audioquest DragonFly v1.2 £130
February 2014
This tiny DAC/headphone amp remains one of our favourites for its USB-stick 

size and fi ne sonic talents. Clear, detailed with a fantastic sense of timing.

Inputs USB Size (hwd) 6 x 2 x 1cm Resolution Up to 24-bit/96kHz

Audiolab M-DAC £600
June 2015
A good desktop alternative to the Chord Mojo, with plenty more sockets 

and features. Smooth balance, fl uid dynamics and subtle detail.

Inputs USB, opt, coax Size 6 x 25 x 25cm Res Up to 24-bit/192kHz

Chord Mojo £400
Best DAC £400-£800, Awards 2015
The majority of the £1400 Hugo’s performance for a fraction of the price. 

An enthusiastic performer that stays refi ned and superbly balanced.

Inputs USB, opt, coax Size 2 x 6 x 8cm Resolution 32-768kHz/DSD 512
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Oppo HA-2 £250
October 2015
The range of inputs makes this ideal to use with any laptop or smartphone. 

The engaging performance and detail retrieval is remarkable at the price.

Inputs USB, optical Size 16 x 7 x1cm Res up to 384 kHz, 16/24/32-bit

Chord 2Qute £1000
August 2015
The 2Qute’s insight, accuracy and dynamic punch outshine rivals with 

aplomb. The colourful display and the shiny chassis continue to wow us.

Inputs USB, opt, coax Size 7 x 16 x 4cm Resolution Up to 32-bit/384kHz

Bricasti Design M1 DAC £7000
March 2014
This high-end DAC is impeccably built. There’s power, rhythmic 

coherence and dynamic punch, but it majors in analysis of the music.

Inputs USB, opt, coax, AESB, HDMI Size 6x43x30cm Res to 352.8kHz

Chord Hugo £1400
February 2016
The Hugo benefi ts from the genius circuitry informing Chord’s latest 

products. It has superb timing, remarkable clarity and plenty of power. 

Inputs 2x USB, opt, coax Size 2 x 13 x 10cm Resolution Up to 384kHz 

Chord Hugo TT £2995
September 2015
This ‘table-top’ version is the basic Hugo design, but supercharged. 

The fi nish is gorgeous, and it sounds better than its cheaper siblings. 

Inputs USB, opt, coax Size 5 x 24 x 23 Res Up to 32-bit/384kHz

TAD DA1000 £11,995
May 2015
It’s massive and it costs an eye-watering £12,000, but this is a brilliant 

performer. Agile and refi ned, it handles low level detail with fi nesse. 

Inputs USB, opt, coax, AES/EBU Size 9 x 27 x 27cm Res Up to 384kHz

Bluesound Node 2 £435
November 2015
Looking for a non-amplifi ed streamer to hook up to your existing hi-fi ? 

The Node is back, and better, with improved design and connectivity.

DLNA Yes Inputs Toslink, 3.5mm Storage No

Naim DAC-V1 £1350
February 2016
Naim’s entry DAC is typical of the company’s sonic signature, combining 

a balanced tone with strong dynamics and fi ne organisation. 

Inputs USB, 2x opt, 3 x coax Size 9 x 21 x 32cm Res 24-bit/384kHz

Cambridge CXN £700
Best streamer £500-£1000, Awards 2015
Building on the success of Cambridge’s Award-winning Stream Magic 

6 v2, the CXN features an all-new design and improved sound.

DLNA Yes Inputs optical, coaxial, 3 x USB Storage No
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OF THE YEAR
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WINNER

AWARD
WINNER
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WINNER

Pioneer N-50A £500
Best streamer £500-£100, Awards 2015
The impressive N-50A off ers an insightful performance, and can pluck 

music over DLNA and Internet radio or via a hoard of inputs.

DLNA Yes Inputs optical, coaxial, USB Storage No

Burmester Musiccenter 151 £12,500
August 2015
This multi-talented machine is a streamer, server, CD player and ripper, 

all wrapped in one superbly made chrome-laden box. 

DLNA Yes Inputs optical, coaxial, USB Storage 4TB

Cyrus Stream Xa £1250
Best streamer £1000-£1500, Awards 2015
The two-time Award-winning Xa is a corker. Its half-width design won’t 

be everyone’s cup of tea, but its truly entrancing sound surely will. 

DLNA Yes Inputs 2 x optical, 3 x coaxial, USB Storage No

Cyrus Stream XP2-Qx £2010
Awards 2012
An all-in-one music streamer that serves up an energetic, enthusiastic 

and immersive performance. Worthy of the sizeable asking price.

DLNA Yes Inputs 2 x optical, 3 x coaxial, USB Storage No

Naim NDS/555PS £12,620
December 2012
Hear what this monster of a streaming machine can do and there will 

be no going back. Can aff ord the outlay? Lucky you.

DLNA Yes Inputs 2 x coaxial, optical Storage No

Geneva World Radio DAB+ £270
September 2013
This Bluetooth-toting portable radio is a sleek machine that’s a breeze 

to use. The full-bodied, detailed performance is worth the price.

Battery Yes (chargeable) Size 18 x 30 x 12cm Inputs 3.5mm, B’tooth

Naim ND5 XS £2245
Best streamer £1500+, Awards 2015
A forward-thinking design from an established hi-fi  company. A brilliant 

sonic performance and a must-have if you’re aft er a do-it-all streamer.

DLNA Yes Inputs USB, coaxial, optical Storage No

Pure Evoke D2 £90
Best radio under £100, Awards 2015
A three-time Award-winner. For just £85, you have a stellar radio that 

not only sounds lovely but will look charming in any home.

Battery Yes Size (hwd) 15 x 21 x 7cm Inputs mini-USB, 3.5mm

Google Chromecast Audio £30
January 2016
Google turns its expertise to audio streaming to bring music from any 

Cast-compatible app to your amps and speakers. And for only £30.

DLNA Yes Inputs RCA, 3.5mm, optical Storage No
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Revo AXiS X3 £200
January 2014
Strong with voices, the X3 goes surprisingly loud for a compact radio. 

It also has internet radio, aptX Bluetooth and a Lightning connector dock.

Battery No Size 13 x 22 x 15cm Inputs 3.5mm, B’tooth, Apple, DLNA

Revo SuperConnect £280
Best radio £200+, Awards 2015
Not just a radio, this feature-packed Revo is a streaming music player 

that will play just about anything from nearly any source.

Battery No Size 18 x 27 x 12cm Inputs 3.5mm, Bluetooth, DLNA

Roberts Stream 93i £150
Best radio £100-£200, Awards 2015
This Roberts delivers deep bass that doesn’t overpower the midrange. 

Spotify Connect, wi-fi  and USB playback are the headliners.

Battery No – Size (hwd) 21 x 24 x 13cm Inputs 3.5mm

Ruark Audio R1 Mk3 £200
April 2015
A stylish design, petite size and a solid performance packed with detail 

and character mean this charming unit is perfect for talk-radio and music. 

Battery Yes (opt) Size (hwd) 17 x 13 x 13.5cm Inputs AUX in, 3.5mm

KEF Egg £350
Best desktop speaker £200+, Awards 2015
Our 2015 Best Desktop Speaker Over £200 have a distinctive design 

and fl exible connectivity – and a stunning, consistent performance.

Size (hwd) 27 x 13 x 17cm Powered Yes Finishes 3

Wharfedale DS-1 £130
Best desktop speaker under £200, Awards 2015
Smart, terrifi c-sounding and just £130; if you’re aft er small, articulate, 

aff ordable desktops with Bluetooth streaming, you can’t go wrong.

Size (hwd) 19 x 11 x 15cm Powered No Finishes 1

Eclipse TD-M1 £800
August 2014
Some might feel the TD-M1s are watching them – but we’re more 

interested in the great stereo imaging, fi ne detail and precision. 

Size (hwd) 24 x 16 x 22cm Powered Yes Finishes 2

Active speakers

An active speaker is 
basically a speaker with a 
built-in power amplifi er; 
just add a source and 
something with a volume 
control, such as a pre-
amplifi er, and you’re ready 
to start playing music

What are the benefi ts of active speakers?
• Because the power amplifi er is closer to the 

speaker (rather than separated by metres of 

cable), it has more control over the sound 

than a standard stereo amplifi er would.

• You can also fi ne-tune the power amplifi er 

to work with a specifi c driver unit, whereas 

normal amplifi ers are made to work with a 

variety of diff erent speakers.

But they have drawbacks…
• Hi-fi  owners tend to like choosing their own 

amplifi cation and in doing so they can 

choose something to suit their tastes and 

system best. An active speaker removes the 

opportunity to make that adjustment.

• As well as that, because they contain their 

own power supplies, you’ll need two more 

sockets in the vicinity of the rest of your kit.
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B&W 683 S2 £1150
October 2014
Tremendously talented speakers. We’re impressed by their power, 

scale and delicacy – they’re wonderfully versatile performers.

Size (hwd) 99 x 19 x 36cm Powered No Finishes 2 

Q Acoustics 3050 £500
Best fl oorstander under £600, Awards 2015
Another 2015 Award-winner, and no wonder. The powerful 3050s are 

so talented, they give speakers closer to £1000 a run for their money. 

Size (hwd) 100 x 20 x 30cm Powered No Finishes 5

Q Acoustics Concept 40 £1000
May 2015
If you want a talented set of speakers with an easy-going, welcoming 

sound, you must consider these.

Size (hwd) 97 x 17 x 29cm Powered No Finishes 2

Tannoy Revolution XT 6F £1000
Best fl oorstander £600-£1200, Awards 2015
These Tannoys are something special – they fi re out an infectious, 

entertaining sound that charms us. Superbly fi nished, too.

Size (hwd) 100 x 27 x 32cm Powered No Finishes 2

Tannoy Revolution XT 8F £1300
July 2015
Few rivals will be able to match this combination of muscle and 

subtlety. Most of all they make listening to music fun.

Size (hwd) 108 x 32 x 35cm Powered No Finishes 2

ATC SCM40A £6280
April 2014
The price looks steep but factor in built-in amplifi cation and exceptional 

sound, and the SCM40As emerge as something of a high-end bargain.

Size (hwd) 98 x 37 x 34cm Powered Yes Finishes 2

Focal Electra 1038Be £7700
July 2015
A heft y slice of the performance of Focal’s high-end Utopia range, at a 

fraction of the cost. Impressive detail, dynamics, bass and timing.

Size (hwd) 125 x 30 x 40cm Powered No Finishes 2

Eclipse TD 510Z Mk2 £3840
August 2012
The 510Z Mk2s plump for the single-driver route to quality sound. 

It yields insight, impressive agility and rock-solid stereo imaging.

Size (hwd) 98 x 38 x 39cm Powered No Finishes 3

PMC Twenty 23 £2300
February 2014
These PMCs show real class, serving up sound that’s both refi ned and 

exciting. The 23s stand on their clean insight and unfussy nature.

Size (hwd) 92 x 15 x 33cm Powered No Finishes 4

PMC Twenty 26 £5750
November 2014
This range of speakers hardly puts a foot wrong. Here, it’s the insightful 

yet refi ned balance and impressive levels of detail that win the day. 

Size (hwd) 109 x 19 x 44cm Powered No Finishes 4
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STEREO SPEAKERS CONTINUED

AWARD
WINNER

ProAc Response D40/R £6125
October 2013
As musical as they come, these are also as articulate, transparent and 

dynamic as any fl oorstander we’ve heard around this price.

Size (hwd) 120 x 21 x 34cm Powered No Finishes 6

Quad ESL-2812 £6500
October 2013
Electrostatic speakers with cutting-edge standards of mid-range 

fi nesse, great detail and a smooth tone. In many respects, unmatched.

Size (hwd) 107 x 69 x 38cm Powered No Finishes 1

Spendor A6R £2500
Best fl oorstander over £1200, Awards 2015
Musical notes have dimension and depth, and vocals are conveyed 

with reality and emotion. Outstanding.

Size (hwd) 87.5 x 19 x 28cm Powered No Finishes 5

Spendor D7 £3500
February 2014
When it comes to insight and precision, these fl oorstanders set the 

standard at this price. Unfussy, and they deliver a huge sound for their size. 

Size (hwd) 95 x 20 x 32cm Powered No Finishes 6

Tannoy Kensington GR £9950
August 2015
Along with that traditional appearance comes real substance. These are 

gentle giants, balancing fi nesse with force in a mighty appealing way.

Size (hwd) 110 x 41 x 34cm Powered No Finishes 2

Triangle Signature Delta £4900
July 2014
Terrifi c timing ability combines with strong dynamics and impressive 

resolution to produce speakers that can stand toe-to-toe with the best.

Size (hwd) 123 x 37 x 39cm Powered No Finishes 3

Wilson Audio Sophia 3 £16,500
October 2013
Eye-wateringly expensive but hugely capable, too. Properly partnered 

they’re able to deliver a sound full of detail, dynamics and drive.

Size (hwd) 105 x 35 x 48cm Powered No Finishes 7

AWARD
WINNER

Dali Zensor 1 £200
March 2015
If you’re looking for a versatile, energetic pair of aff ordable speakers, 

give these a listen. They have a real feel for the the music. Good fun.

Size (hwd) 27 x 16 x 22cm Powered No Finishes 2

Dali Zensor 3 £300 
October 2014
If they’re made by Dali, they’re going to be fun to listen to. These 

classy-looking speakers have plenty of punch and winning dynamics.

Size (hwd) 35 x 21 x 29cm Powered No Finishes 3

Monitor Audio Bronze 2 £280
Best standmounter £200-£400, Awards 2015
For their size, these Monitor Audio Bronze 2 dig deep in the bass. 

They’re tonally balanced and impressively detailed too.

Size (hwd) 35 x 19 x 26cm Powered No Finishes 4
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STEREO SPEAKERS CONTINUED

PRODUCT
OF THE YEAR

AWARD
WINNERQ Acoustics 3020 £190

Best stereo speaker under £200, Awards 2015
These lovingly constructed boxes deliver an exceptional combination 

of refi nement, insight and dynamics. We can’t fault them.

Size (hwd) 26 x 17 x 23cm Powered No Finishes 5

Q Acoustic Concept 20 £350 
October 2013
If you want a top-quality, sub-£500 standmounter you ignore this one 

at your peril. Clarity and refi nement shine through in abundance. 

Size (hwd) 26 x 17 x 28cm Powered No Finishes 2

Wharfedale Diamond 220 £180
March 2015
A talented speaker that’s a great fi t for a budget or mid-range set-up. At 

less than £200 the Diamonds are an attractive proposition. 

Size (hwd) 50 x 32 x 41cm Powered No Finishes 4

B&W 685 S2 £500
Product of the Year, Awards 2015
Put simply, the 685 S2s are superb. Hugely entertaining, with power, 

punch and excellent detail retrieval.

Size (hwd) 35 x 19 x 32cm Powered No Finishes 2

Martin Logan Motion 15 £795
December 2013
A talented and fun pair of speakers. We particularly like the lively, 

natural presentation, even if the low end could do with more punch.

Size (hwd) 29 x 13 x 24cm Powered No Finishes 2

KEF LS50 £800 
December 2013
These striking speakers are blindingly good. Get their partnering kit 

right and you’ll revel in the excellent bass, energy and fi ne articulation.

Size (hwd) 30 x 20 x 28cm Powered No Finishes 1 

Neat Iota £695
December 2013
You wouldn’t think it to look at them but these unusual speakers turn

out a big, weighty, detailed performance. They sound truly remarkable.

Size (hwd) 13 x 20 x 17cm Powered No Finishes 5
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Triangle Esprit Titus EZ £600
April 2015
Your hunt to fi nd a supplier for the Esprits might take a while, but it will 

be worth it for the articulate and agile presentation you’ll hear. 

Size (hwd) 31 x 17 x 27cm Powered No Finishes 3

ATC SCM11 (2013) £1200
Best standmounter £800-£1200, Awards 2015
These are the most talented standmounters anywhere near this price. 

The transparency of their sound compares with far more expensive rivals.

Size (hwd) 38 x 21 x 25cm Powered No Finishes 2 

Dynaudio Xeo 4 £1775
November 2014
The active Xeo 4s (they have built-in amps) off er hassle-free set-up and an 

insightful, musical sound from almost any source. High-res support, too.

Size (hwd) 28 x 17 x 25cm Powered Yes Finishes 2

Neat Motive SX3 £1045
November 2015
If you’re tight on space, or don’t need an overpowering sound, these 

articulate, fun-loving speakers should be a shoo-in for your shortlist. 

Size (hwd) 33 x 16 x 20cm Powered No Finishes 4

PMC Twenty 22 £1920
November 2014
Solid build and a quality fi nish are just the start; it’s a big, authoritative 

sound, perfect for those who like a natural kind of presentation.

Size (hwd) 41 x 18 x 37cm Powered No Finishes 4

ProAC Studio 118 £1075 
November 2015
Weighty, detailed bass, lively treble and a good natural balance overall. 

The energy of the 118’s performance will provide hours of enjoyment.

Size (hwd) 38 x 19 x 24cm Powered No Finishes 4

ATC SCM19 £2000 
Best standmounter £1200+, Awards 2015
It’s quite a trick for a speaker to be highly analytical with music yet never 

sound clinical or passionless. And yet so it is with the SCM19s.

Size (hwd) 44 x 27 x 30cm Powered No Finishes 2

Focal SM9 £4100
October 2013
1.2 kW of power amplifi cation and sound quality that conventional 

alternatives at twice the price would struggle to better. Quite superb.

Size (hwd) 32 x 49 x 39cm Powered No Finishes 1

ATC SCM20ASL Pro £4380
October 2015
These ATCs are terrifi c value. Getting standmounters and four power 

amplifi er channels of such a high standard should cost far more than this. 

Size (hwd) 45 x 25 x 39cm Powered Yes Finishes 1

Roksan Darius S1 £5000
December 2014
Fluid, balanced and with a solid, agile bass, the S1s are among the most 

enjoyable standmounters we’ve heard in years.

Size (hwd) 38 x 20 x 38cm Powered No Finishes 2
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Sonos System From £175
Best multi-room system under £500, Awards 2015
If you don’t need high-res, Sonos is an obvious choice for multi-room. 

A great user experience alongside a full-bodied, insightful sound.

Res 16-bit/44.1kHz App Mac, Android Formats MP3, iTunes Plus, WMA 

Bluesound Generation 2 From £540
Best multi-room system over £500, Awards 2015
Bluesound’s Generation 2 has a more streamlined design and sounds 

as good as ever, off ering high-res support and good connectivity.

Res 24-bit/192kHz App iOS, Android Formats MP3, AAC, WMA, OGG 

Cambridge Audio Minx Xi £400
Best music system £400-£800, Awards 2015
This terrifi c system is a joy to use. It has a 24-bit/96kHz resolution limit, 

but that’s OK in light of its articulate and hugely likeable character.

Inputs Analogue & digital Sources Streaming, internet

Denon D-M40DAB £350
Best music system under £400, Awards 2015
Denon continues to reign supreme on the micro-systems front. There 

are no Bluetooth or wireless features, but the sound makes up for it.

Inputs Analogue & digital Sources CD, streaming, DAB, FM

Ruark Audio R2 Mk3 £400
Best all-in-one music system, Awards 2015
Packed with extensive radio, network and streaming features, this is a 

system whose spacious, rich and dynamic performance is captivating.

Inputs Analogue & digital Sources Streaming, internet, DAB, FM

Naim UnitiQute 2 £1295
Best music system £800-£1500, Awards 2015
The epitome of a modern streaming system. The insightful, rhythmically 

precise, spacious sound is tremendous – and worth the high-end price.

Inputs Analogue & digital Sources Streaming, internet, DAB+, FM

Cyrus Streamline 2 £1600
Awards 2012 
Cyrus expertly combines hi-fi  credentials and streaming features with 

ease. The superb sound quality is second to none at this price. 

Inputs Analogue & digital Sources Streaming, internet

Tannoy Defi nition DC10T £5250
October 2013
We’ve heard few price rivals that come close to matching the dynamic 

envelope, authority and sheer engagement of these big Tannoys. 

Size (hwd) 113 x 34 x 32cm Powered No Finishes 3
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TURNTABLES
DECKS TO KEEP THE VINYL REVIVAL THRIVING

Pro-Ject Elemental £150
April 2014
As plug-in-and-play as you’re likely to fi nd, this is a quality entry-level 

record player for those taking their fi rst steps in the world of vinyl.

Speed 33.3 & 45rpm Size (hwd) 9 x 43 x 30cm

Pro-Ject Essential II £210
Best turntable under £400, Awards 2015
A frill-free, entry-level product that gets all the basics spot-on. Easy

to set up and even easier to enjoy, it’s an obvious Award-winner.

Speed 33.3 & 45rpm Size (hwd) 14 x 46 x 36cm

Rega RP1 £225
Awards 2010
The unadorned RP1 is an impressive turntable in its own right, 

with a good sense of drive and pleasing transparency.

Speed 33.3 & 45rpm Size (hwd) 12 x 45 x 36cm

Clearaudio Concept £995
Best turntable £800+, Awards 2015
A thoroughly sorted, easy-to-own package with tremendous sound,

combining punch, extension and tonal variation in equal measure.

Speed 33.3, 45, 78rpm Size (hwd) 14 x 42 x 35cm

Pro–Ject 1 Xpression Carbon UKX £575
January 2015
The Pro-Ject 1 Xpression Carbon UKX is a terrifi c package for the price; 

it is balanced and insightful, rivalling the class-leaders in overall ability.

Speed 33.3, 45rpm Size (hwd) 13 x 42 x 34cm

Rega RP3/Elys2 £550
Best turntable £400-£800, Awards 2015
Few rivals are as fuss-free or sound so good, building on the balance,

resolution and excitement of prior generations while adding more clarity.

Speed 33.3, 45rpm Size (hwd) 10 x 45 x 36cm

PRODUCT 
OF THE YEAR

AWARD
WINNER

AWARD
WINNER

How they work: Turntables

1. Motor  Drives the platter either 

directly or by means of a rubber belt. 

Both methods have merit. Belt drive 

isolates the platter from the motor’s 

vibration while direct drive promises 

greater speed stability.

2. Platter  This is where your vinyl 

record goes. It can spin at 33.3, 45 or 

78rpm depending on how the record 

was mastered, but the fi rst two 

speeds are the most common.

3. Plinth  The plinth is the turntable’s 

base and can come in a variety of 

materials (MDF, metal, acrylic). 

Vibration picked up by the plinth will 

aff ect sound quality.

4. Cartridge  There are two choices 

available here: a moving-magnet 

(MM) or a moving-coil (MC) cartridge.

MM cartridges tend to produce a 

higher output while MC types (usually

found on more expensive designs) 

can dig up more detail.

5. Tone-arm  Holds the cartridge 

and allows it to move across the 

record. Most budget turntables are 

sold pre-assembled. These come with

arm and cartridge attached.

“Most budget turntables are 
sold pre-assembled. These come
with arm and cartridge attached”

4.
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TURNTABLES CONTINUED

WIRELESS SPEAKERS
FREE YOUR MUSIC WITH ONE OF THESE STREAMING WONDERS

PRODUCT
OF THE YEAR

AWARD
WINNER

Rega RP6/Exact £1000
December 2014
The RP6’s simple styling belies its engaging, detailed sound. One of the 

most expressive and enthusiastic turntables you can buy for the money.

Speed 33.3, 45rpm Size (hwd) 12 x 45 x 36cm

Rega RP8/Apheta £2200
December 2014
A terrific turntable that sets standards at the price. A detailed sound

delivered with superb agility, strong dynamics and exceptional precision.

Speed 33.3, 45rpm Size (hwd) 12 x 45 x 36cm

VPI Prime £3750
Best Temptation, Awards 2015
A confident-sounding package that can organise with the best and

maintain composure even when faced with the most challenging music.

Speed 33.3, 45rpm Size (hwd) 18 x 54 x 40cm

Audio Pro Addon T3 £165
Best portable wireless speaker £100-£200, 2015
This classy boombox from Audio Pro ignores gimmicks and focuses on 

delivering the best sound possible for an extremely tempting price.

Size (hwd) 12 x 22 x 14 Battery Yes

Audio Pro Addon T8 £250
June 2014
These lively, beautifully built speakers are punchy, offer plenty of detail 

and an upbeat and immensely enjoyable overall sound.

Size (hwd) 16 x 10 x 14cm Battery No

JBL Xtreme £250
November 2015
The Xtreme delivers all the power suggested by its brutish physique, 

but is also capable of great subtlety and insight. Powerful and portable.

Size (hwd) 13 x 28 x 12cm Battery Yes

Cambridge Audio Go £120
Awards 2014
Few wireless speakers offer such a great combination of build quality, 

battery life and enjoyable performance as this former Award-winner.

Size (hwd) 24 x 12 x 6cm Battery Yes

Monitor Audio Airstream S150 £150
Best mains-powered wireless speaker under £200, Awards 2015
The Airstream S150 boasts impressive clarity and detail with solid,

weighty bass and an agile and dynamic delivery.

Size (hwd) 27 x 12 x 14cm Battery No
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Roberts Travel Pad £80
March 2015
With its neat design, thoughtful features and clean, open sound, 

the Travel Pad delivers a fi ne portable Bluetooth pick-me-up. 

Size (hwd) 8 x 19 x 3cm Battery Yes
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WINNER

Sonos Play:1 £170
February 2016
Well built, with solid bass response and great detail and clarity, the 

Play:1 off ers much more than its price tag might suggest.

Size (hwd) 16 x 12 x 12cm Battery: No

Sonos Play:3 £260
December 2011
Impressively musical with great dispersion of sound, fl exible about 

positioning and with intuitive, free control apps. A winner.

Size (hwd) 12 x 26 x 15cm Battery No

Ultimate Ears Megaboom £250
April 2015 
Arguably the most polished performer in the UE range. Battery life and 

build quality are excellent: you’re in for a musical treat.

Size (hw) 23 x 8cm Battery Yes

Ultimate Ears Boom 2 £120
February 2016 
UE has built on the success of the original Boom and produced a 

speaker that betters its predecessor in usability and performance.

Size (hw) 18 x 7 x 7cm Battery Yes

Ultimate Ears Roll £100
Best portable wireless speaker under £100, Awards 2015
Super-portable, waterproof and with great sound, the Roll is the ideal 

on-the-go companion. We haven’t heard better for less than a ton.

Size (hw) 4 x 14cm Battery Yes

Audio Pro Allroom Air One £400
August 2014
Winner of an Award in 2013, the Air One put the cat among the 

pigeons. It’s still tough to argue with its rounded, entertaining sound.

Size (hwd) 20 x 31 x 19cm Battery No

Bluesound Pulse Mini £420
February 2016
A great addition to Bluesound’s family of wireless speakers, it packs the 

Pulse’s impressive sound into a smaller, more aff ordable package.

Size (hwd) 17 x 16 x 34cm Battery No

KEF Muo £300
Best portable wireless speaker £200, Awards 2015
The Muo brings a touch of luxury with its detailed musical performance  

and great looks. You won’t get better without going mains-powered. 

Size (hwd) 8 x 21 x 6cm Battery Yes

Geneva Model S Wireless DAB+ £330
Best mains-powered wireless speaker £200-£600, Awards 2015
A classy speaker with additional radio features, the Model S Wireless 

DAB+ off ers clear, detailed, punchy sound with agility and precision. 

Size (hwd) 15 x 14 x 18cm Battery Yes

Q Acoustics Q-BT3 £350
October 2014
Few products are as versatile as these for the price: wireless speakers, 

soundbar replacement, iPod dock or powered stereo speakers.

Size (hwd) 31 x 19 x 24cm Battery No
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WIRELESS SPEAKERS CONTINUED

AWARD
WINNER

AWARD
WINNER

Ruark Audio MR1 £300
October 2015
The £50 wireless battery pack for the R1 radio will turn these Award-

winning desktop speakers into a tidy little wireless package.

Size (hwd) 17 x 13 x 14cm Battery No

Sonos Play:5 £350
December 2015
Its rich bass response, great detail and crystal-clear mid-range make the 

Play:5 a class leader as a wireless speaker or part of a multi-room set-up.

Size (hwd) 20 x 36 x 15cm Battery No

B&W Zeppellin Wireless £500
December 2015
Eight years on, the Zeppelin speaker is still a must-have for the 

audiophile who wants fi ne sound in a convenient package.

Size (hwd) 18 x 66 x 18cm Battery No

B&O BeoPlay A6 £800
February 2016
Oozing style and substance, the A6 eff ortlessly combines the simplicity 

and convenience of a one-box system. It’s a job fully well done.

Size (hwd) 30 x 54 x 16cm Battery No

Dali Kubik Free £645
March 2014
A 2014 Award-winner, the Dali Kubik Free remains a real entertainer 

with its enthusiasm, bass weight and spade-loads of detail and dynamics.

Size (hwd) 31 x 15 x 15cm Battery No

Geneva AeroSphère Large £650
Best mains-powered wireless speaker £600-£800, Awards 2015
Not only is this bulbous beauty among the best-looking wireless 

speakers we’ve seen, it’s high on the list of the best we’ve heard too.

Size (hwd) 41 x 41 x 32cm Battery No 

Naim Mu-So £895
Best mains-powered wireless speaker £800+, Awards 2015
The Mu-so has a rich, powerful sound, a huge sense of scale and 

soaring dynamics – and it’s now been updated to accommodate Tidal.

Size (hwd) 12 x 63 x 26cm Battery No
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BUYS

The only products
worth considering

BUYER’S GUIDE

BLU-RAY PLAYERS

HOME CINEMA
ENJOY HIGH-DEF MOVIE THRILLS

PRODUCT
OF THE YEAR

AWARD
WINNER

AWARD
WINNER

Panasonic DMP-BDT170 £90
August 2015
Picture quality is what counts. It might be short on catch-up services but 

the arresting colours, strong contrast and good upscaling make up for that.

Compatibility Blu-ray, DVD, CD

Panasonic DMP-BDT370 £100
Best Blu-ray player under £150, Awards 2015
A bright, sharp picture, weighty sound and 4K upscaling, all for just 

£100. Enough to award this player our 2015 Blu-ray Product of the Year.

Compatibility Blu-ray, DVD, CD

Sony BDP-S4500 £75
August 2015
Nothing’s perfect in this life, but the BDP-S4500 comes pretty close. 

Delivering on every count, it’s a positive steal at this price.

Compatibility Blu-ray, DVD, CD

Sony BDP-5500 £110
July 2015
A tiny player that goes big on performance. Features and design are 

strong too – and there’s a dedicated Netfl ix button on the remote.

Compatibility Blu-ray, DVD, CD

Cambridge CXU £1000
Best Blu-ray player £300+, Awards 2015
A universal disc-player, packed with features and connections, 

that pushes the boundaries with both picture and sound quality. 

Compatibility Blu-ray, DVD, CD, SACD

Sony BDP-S7200 £180
Best Blu-ray player £150-£300, Awards 2015
The pictures here are impressive, but it’s with sound quality that this 

model’s star shines brightest – it’s entertaining, exciting and musical.

Compatibility Blu-ray, DVD, CD, SACD 

Pioneer BDP-LX58 £600
April 2015
Rivals off er more smart content, but if that’s not an issue you’ll be 

wowed by the jaw-dropping movie experience from this 4K-upscaler.

Compatibility Blu-ray, DVD, CD, SACD 

Oppo BDP-105D £1100
March 2015
£1100 is a lot for a disc player, but if you want a quality component 

that’s as adept with music as it is with movies, you’ll want this. Top class. 

Compatibility Blu-ray, DVD, CD, SACD
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HOME CINEMA AMPLIFIERS
STUNNING SOUND THAT TRULY BRINGS MOVIES TO LIFE
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PRODUCT
OF THE YEAR

AWARD
WINNER

AWARD
WINNER

AWARD
WINNERYamaha RX-V379 £300

Best home cinema amplifier under £350, Awards 2015
This entry-level amp is a great way to start in home cinema. Champion

under £350 at the Awards, it offers a scale of sound belying its price.

Power 5 x 70W Dolby Atmos No

Denon AVR-X2200W £500
Best home cinema amplifier £350-£700, Awards 2015
Our AV amp Product of the Year is an articulate and detailed amp,

with stacks of functionality and future-proofing. Packed with features.

Power 7 x 95W Dolby Atmos Yes

Yamaha RX-A850 £900
Best home cinema amplifier £700-£1000, Awards 2015
In the sweet spot of balancing price, features and performance, this has

a hugely entertaining combination of power and precision.

Power 7 x 100W Dolby Atmos Yes

Yamaha RX-V679 £600
October 2015
No Dolby Atmos but Yamaha does offer a big, spacious sound with

decent detail and balance, though some others are more nuanced.

Power 7 x 90W Dolby Atmos No

Onkyo TX-NR3030 £2500
June 2015
Looking for high-end, high-quality surround audio? This amp delivers

with a spacious, subtle sound, a plethora of features and Dolby Atmos.

Power 11 x 185W Atmos Yes

Pioneer SC-LX59 £1400
Best home cinema amplifier £1000+, Awards 2015
The SC-LX59 makes it six £1000+ Awards in a row for Pioneer. This

latest offering is better than ever, making it a class-leading receiver.

Power 9 x 140W Atmos Yes

Sony STR-DN860 £400
September 2015
Sony proves the value of performance over the latest mod cons. No

Dolby Atmos, but a thoroughly authoritative and engaging sound.

Power 7 x 95W Dolby Atmos No

A
V

 a
m

p
lifi

 e
rs

 u
p

 to
 £

5
0

0

PROJECTORS
BECAUSE A MASSIVE PICTURE IS HOME CINEMA

AWARD
WINNERBenQ W1080ST+ £850

Best projector under £1000, Awards 2015
This short-throw projector can sit less than six feet from the screen at max 

zoom – and looks brilliant thanks to its crisp, eye-catching pic.

Throw ratio 0.69-0.83:1 Inputs 2 x HDMI, component Speakers Yes U
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PROJECTORS CONTINUED

SET-TOP BOXES
THE BEST WAY TO ACCESS THE WORLD OF TELEVISION

PRODUCT
OF THE YEAR

PRODUCT
OF THE YEAR

AWARD
WINNER

AWARD
WINNER

Epson EH-TW6600 £1400
April 2015
If you aren’t bothered about wireless connectivity, you’ll be thrilled by its 

bold, rich colours, sharp lines and hugely impressive contrast.

Throw ratio 1.32-2.15:1 Inputs 2 x HDMI, PC, component Speakers Yes

Epson EH-TW7200 £1900
Best projector £1000-£2000, Awards 2015
Versatile and easy to set up, this one raises the bar for picture quality in 

the sub-£2000 arena with its realistic, subtle and punchy performance. 

Throw ratio 1.34-2.87:1 Inputs 2 x HDMI, component Speakers No

Sony VPL-HW55ES £2800
Best projector £2000+, Awards 2015
This well-specifi ed Sony produces a very natural picture that’s precisely 

crisp and bright, and demonstrates exemplary contrast. Brilliant.

Throw ratio n/a Inputs 2 x HDMI, component Speakers No

Humax HDR-1100S £190 (500GB), £220 (1TB), 
£270 (2TB) December 2015
Now with wi-fi , this impressive Freesat recorder is a genuine wireless 

entertainment hub. It’s our top subscription-free choice.

Tuners 2 Storage 500GB, 1TB, 2TB Ultra HD No

Humax DTR-T2000 £180
Best PVR, Awards 2015
This YouView recorder is still one of the best ways to handle live TV. Its 

500GB is a decent amount of space, but it’s now available with 1TB too.

Tuners 2 Storage 500GB Ultra HD No

BT Ultra HD YouView min £15/month + fees
November 2015
The fi rst 4K box to hit the market, this is the most accomplished live TV 

you can watch. Content is a little limited right now – so sports fans only.

Tuners 2 Storage 1TB Ultra HD Yes

Sky+HD 2TB free or £250
Best subscription service, Awards 2015 
Sky+HD is a complete subscription package that’s hard to rival. The 

interface keeps getting better too, which is great for longevity.

Tuners 2 Storage 2TB Ultra HD No

SOUNDBARS
AN IMPRESSIVE WAY TO IMPROVE YOUR TV’S SOUND

PRODUCT
OF THE YEARQ Acoustics Media 4 £330

Best soundbar under £500, Awards 2015
Q Acoustics’ debut soundbar is remarkable value – even more so at its 

reduced price – and more than worthy of its two-time PoY status.

Size (hwd) 9 x 100 x 14cm Inputs Optical, RCA Subwoofer No

P
ro

jecto
rs £

10
0

0
 &

 ab
o

ve
P

V
R

s u
p

 to
 £

3
0

0
Su

b
scrip

tio
n

 set-to
p

 b
oxes

U
p

 to
 £

5
0

0



102 www.whathifi .com 

SOUNDBARS CONTINUED

SOUNDBASES
AN ALTERNATIVE SOURCE OF SUPERIOR TV SOUND

AWARD
WINNER

AWARD
WINNER

AWARD
WINNER

Dali Kubik One £800
Best soundbar £500+, Awards 2015
A gorgeous and complete package, Dali’s debut soundbar impresses

with its hugely engaging sound and smart, well-equipped exterior.

Size (hwd) 15 x 98 x 10cm Inputs Optical, 2 x RCA Subwoofer No

Philips Fidelio B5 £600
December 2015
Thanks to two detachable (wireless, battery-powered) speakers, it can

add surround sound or be a multi-room system. Great sound, too.

Size 7 x 104 x 16cm Inputs 2 x HDMI, optical, coax, RCA Sub Yes

Sonos Playbar £600
January 2015
Better TV sound is one thing, but this is Sonos in a soundbar – so you can

stream music from a NAS, laptop or smartphone or access internet radio.

Size (hwd) 9 x 90 x 14cm Inputs Optical Subwoofer Optional

Canton DM55 £330
Best soundbase under £400, Awards 2015
Replacing the DM50, the £70 cheaper DM55 is even more appealing

– its meaty yet subtle sound is a huge audio upgrade for your TV.

Size (hwd) 7 x 55 x 30cm Inputs Optical, coaxial

Cambridge Audio TV5 £250
June 2015
The TV5 shares its TV2 sibling’s rich presentation, but with an extra

driver and bigger chassis there’s better detail, clarity and dynamics.

Size (hwd) 10 x 73 x 34cm Inputs Optical

Geneva Model Cinema £550
June 2015
This premium soundbase has a big, balanced and authoritative sound,

with detail and dynamic insight in spades. It’s worth the extra spend.

Size (hwd) 10 x 70 x 35cm Inputs Optical, coaxial
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SPEAKER PACKAGES 
GOOD SURROUND SOUND IS A MOVIE-MAGIC MUST

AWARD
WINNER

Q Acoustics Q7000i £900
November 2013
Got £900 to spend on a sub/sat package? Spend it here. This compact 

set creates a cohesive and expansive soundfi eld, with strong bass.

Size (hwd) Centre speaker 12 x 20 x 16cm Finishes 2

Tannoy HTS-101 XP £600
Best style package under £1000, Awards 2015
The latest incarnation of a multiple winner has a sonic character that 

retains its fast, spacious quality, but with extra detail and solidity. 

Size (hwd) Centre speaker 19 x 10 x 11cm Finishes 1
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SPEAKER PACKAGES CONTINUED

AWARD
WINNERB&W MT-50 £1100

Best style package £1000+, Awards 2015
These speakers sound crisp, clear and insightful, and the sub and 

satellites integrate so well. Value and versatility combined.

Size (hwd) Centre speaker 25 x 11 x 16cm Finishes 2

B&W MT-60D £1950
May 2012
Compact and stylish (we love that sub), this package presents a dynamic, 

powerful sound that excels with surround sound and stereo music.

Size (hwd) Centre speaker 25 x 11 x 16cm Finishes 2

Monitor Audio Radius R90HT1 £1500
October 2013
We’re drawn in to the fi nely balanced sound, excellent integration and 

clear dialogue. The weighty, controlled bass is the icing on a tasty cake.

Size (hwd) Centre speaker 17 x 46 x 17cm Finishes 3

Monitor Audio Apex £2400
May 2012
Not cheap, but it delivers a truly large-scale sound that registers a sky-

high entertainment factor with fi lms. Fine musical performance, too.

Size (hwd) Centre speaker 14 x 61 x 10cm Finishes 2

PRODUCT
OF THE YEAR

AWARD
WINNERDali Zensor 1 5.1 £980

Best traditional package under £1000, Awards 2015
Why did it win an Award? Because of the sound’s punchy dynamics, 

abundance of detail, expression, articulation and impressive integration.

Size (hwd) Centre speaker 16 x 44 x 29cm Finishes 3

Q Acoustics 3000 Series 5.1 £700
July 2015
A budget package that makes the sound from fi lms come across as 

subtle, atmospheric and detailed. This is a fun listening experience.

Size (hwd) Centre speaker 15 x 43 x 20cm Finishes 5

Monitor Audio Bronze B5 AV £1500
Best traditional package £1000-£2000, Awards 2015 
Our Speaker Package Product of the Year is beautifully designed, has 

ample punch, creates a spacious soundfi eld and is very musical.

Size (hwd) Centre speaker 17 x 46 x 19cm Finishes 4

AWARD
WINNER

B&W 683 S2 Theatre £2750
November 2014
We’d like a bit more authority in the bass, but we’re still delighted by the 

detailed, agile sound, focused surround steering and power on off er.

Size (hwd) Centre speaker 22 x 59 x 30cm Finishes 2

Dali Ikon 5 Mk2 £2500
June 2014
Not much else at this price is as thrilling, forceful or cohesive as this. It’s 

clear and detailed too, even if the subwoofer seems a touch lethargic.

Size (hwd) Centre speaker 15 x 57 x 26cm Finishes 2

KEF R100 5.1 £2850
Best traditional package £2000+, Awards 2015
Gorgeous looks and superior sound quality – the R100 5.1 has both. 

There’s great scale, seamless integration, and an expressive midrange.

Size (hwd) Centre speaker 17 x 53 x 31cm Finishes 4
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SPEAKER PACKAGES CONTINUED

VIDEO STREAMERS
DON’T RESTRICT STREAMING TO A LAPTOP – GET IT ON THE TELLY

AWARD
WINNER

Monitor Audio Silver 6 AV12 £2875
June 2014
With terrific build and finish, and a fine degree of insight and precision in

the sound, these speakers work together seamlessly. A top-notch package

Size (hwd) Centre speaker 19 x 50 x 24cm Finishes 6

Amazon Fire TV (2015) £80
Best streaming box, Awards 2015
An improvement on the first Fire TV. For the same money you get 4K

streaming, greater speed and power, and expanded storage options.

Resolution Ultra HD, 1080p, 720p Storage 8GB Ultra HD Yes

Google Chromecast 2 £30
December 2015
The second-gen Chromecast still ‘casts’ content from a device to a TV

over wi-fi, but now with speedier operation and a performance boost.

Resolution 1080p, 720p Storage No Ultra HD No
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Roku 3 £100
March 2015
Super-slick operational speeds and a plethora of content  make Roku’s 

latest entry to its established streaming catalogue the best we’ve seen.

Resolution 1080p, 720p  Storage opt. 2GB microSD  Ultra HD No

PlayStation 4 (500GB) £300
February 2014
With stacks of smart music and movie apps plus solid performance, 

Sony’s latest is a must-have for gamers and entertainment-seekers alike.

Resolution 1080p, 720p Storage 500GB, 1TB Ultra HD No

Now TV (2015) £15
February 2016
Now it outputs 1080p and passes through 7.1 surround sound, NOW 

TV is a great way to open your doors to a plethora of Sky content.

Resolution 1080p, 720p Storage n/a Ultra HD No
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Xbox One (500GB) £300
January 2014
This hugely ambitious console isn’t without imperfections, and it might 

need time to realise its potential. For now it’s a very good games console.

Resolution 1080p, 1080i, 720p Storage 500GB, 1TB Ultra HD No

TELEVISIONS
MAKE THE FOCUS OF YOUR ENTERTAINMENT HUB A GOOD ONE

PRODUCT
OF THE YEAR

AWARD
WINNER

AWARD
WINNER

Panasonic TX-40CS520 £380
Best 40-46in TV under £500, Awards 2015
This is a great deal. It might not be fl ashy (there’s no 3D or 4K) but it’s 

packed full of features and its picture quality is best-in-class.

Type LCD/LED Screen size 40in Resolution 1920 x 1080 

Panasonic TX-40CX680B £700
August 2015
This good-looking telly is a great advert for smaller-screen 4K, off ering 

a fi ne picture and a good stack of features with it. £700 well spent.

Type LCD/LED Screen size 40in Resolution 3840 x 2160

Panasonic TX-50CS520 £500
February 2016
This Full HD TV presents a stunning picture, but the sound is good too. 

Add a fi ne interface and that £500 price becomes an act of generosity.

Type LCD/LED Screen size 50in Resolution 1920 x 1080

Samsung UE40JU7000 £880
Best 40-46in TV £500+, Awards 2015
You don’t need a huge screen to appreciate the benefi ts of a 4K pic. 

This sleek 40in set combines features, functionality and performance.

Type LCD/LED Screen size 40in Resolution 3840 x 2160

Samsung UE48J6300 £650
Best 47-52in  TV under £1000, Awards 2015 
It has a pronounced curve, but the picture quality is a fantastic 

proposition at this price. Astonishingly good Full HD performance.

Type LCD/LED Screen size 48in Resolution 1920 x 1080

AWARD
WINNER

Panasonic TX-50CX802B £1800
September 2015
This is an impressive 4K screen, but it also renders Full HD content with 

particular fl air, with great upscaling being the real talent here. 

Type LCD/LED Screen size 50in Resolution 3840 x 2160

Samsung UE48JU7000 £1250
Best 47-52in TV £1000+, Awards 2015
This Samsung is special: super-sharp 4K, realistic textures, a smart 

interface, and a slim, attractive physique. Impressive.

Type LCD/LED Screen size 48in Resolution 3840 x 2160

LG65EF950V £4000
January 2016
One of the very best TVs on the market, this LG is a lovely looking telly 

with a fantastic picture. Whisper it, but OLED is becoming accessible.

Type OLED Screen size 65in Resolution 3840 x 2160
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TELEVISIONS CONTINUED

AWARD
WINNER

AWARD
WINNER

AWARD
WINNERLG55EG960V £3800

Best 52-60in TV £2500+, Awards 2015
Top-drawer 4K Ultra HD resolution meets OLED technology, and the 

results are simply stunning. The price seems to be slipping too…

Type OLED Screen size 55in Resolution 3840 x 2160

Samsung UE65JS8500 £3000
Best 60in+ TV, Awards 2015
This curved set combines excellent smarts with a gorgeous, insightful 

picture. If a big screen and 4K are must-haves, your search is over.

Type LCD/LED Screen size 65in Resolution 3840 x 2160

Samsung UE55JS8500 £2100
Best 52-60in TV under £2500, Awards 2015
This 55in beauty produces not just excellent 4K content, but will make 

your HD TV channels and Blu-rays look awesome too. 

Type LCD/LED Screen size 55in Resolution 3840 x 2160

Samsung UE65JS9500 £5800
November 2015
Believe it or not, this 4K TV’s lavish picture, neutral colours, strong 

contrast, future-proof nature and ease of use make it worth every penny.

Type LCD/LED Screen size 65in Resolution 3840 x 2160

Sony KD-75X9405C, £6000
January 2016
A great, and very big telly, its stunning picture (and brilliant sound) is 

everything you would expect from a fl agship television.

Type LCD/LED Screen size 75in Resolution 3840 x 2160
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BUYER’S GUIDE

HEADPHONES

PORTABLE
BIN THE BUNDLED BUDS, AND INVEST IN BETTER SOUND

AWARD
WINNER

Sennheiser Momentum M2 IEi £90
Best in-ears £50-£100, Awards 2015
You wouldn’t think anything so small could sound so good – not for just 

£90. But good they sound, wonderfully smooth, expressive and balanced. 

In-line controls Yes Cable length 1.3m

Sony MDR-EX650AP £60
November 2014
These smart buds are nicely judged tonally, with plenty of detail. Add 

an expansive soundstage and you’re looking at great value for money.

In-line controls Yes Cable length 1.2m

SoundMagic E10S £40
Best in-ears under £50, Awards 2015
Paying £40 for a pair of buds like these ranks as one of the simplest, 

most aff ordable and most satisfying upgrades available. 

In-line controls Yes Cable length 1.2m

PRODUCT 
OF THE YEAR
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HEADPHONES CONTINUED
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AWARD
WINNER

AWARD
WINNER

Focal Sphear £100
November 2015
These Focals back that a classy design with a full-bodied, detailed 

sound that’s seriously engaging. They are a comfortable fi t, too.

In-line controls: Yes Cable length 1.2m

Shure SE425 £200
Best in-ears £100-£300, Awards 2015
If you’re serious about the quality of your in-ear headphones, we’d 

point you here. The energetic, immersive performance is irresistible.

In-line controls Yes Cable length 1.6m 

Klipsch X11i £200
November 2014
As comfortable in your ear as a cotton bud, the X11is deliver great 

sound too – exciting yet smooth and insightful. Highly recommended.

In-line controls Yes Cable length 1.3m

Sennheiser IE 800 £600
Best in-ears £300+, Awards 2015
You might think it a waste to spend £600 on buds, but don’t make up 

your mind till you’ve heard these – they’re astonishing performers.

In-line controls Yes Cable length 1.1m

Shure SE846 £950
June 2014
Stunning detail, supreme tonal balance and extraordinary dynamics. 

You just need to ensure you use an equally talented source

In-line controls Yes Cable length 1.2m & 1.6m

AWARD
WINNER

AKG N60 NC £230
Best noise-cancelling headphones under £250, Awards 2015
The N60s are ultra-portable and off er eff ective noise-cancellation, 

leaving them free to present a punchy, musical, balanced sound.

Quoted battery life 30 hours 

Bose QuietComfort 25 £270
April 2015
These cans are a real treat. Their noise-cancelling capabilities are 

extraordinary, their clear, balanced sound a joy to hear.

Quoted battery life 35 hours

PSB M4U2 £250
April 2015
As well as obliging with a powerful delivery the PSBs off er a choice of 

listening modes (passive, active and noise-cancelling), to suit.

Quoted battery life 55 hours

AKG K451 £50
October 2012
Great agility and precision timing combined with excellent build and 

compact size, makes the K451s a must-audition pair of cans. 

Type Closed Connection 3.5mm Weight 120g

AKG K550 £100
Best home on-ears under £150, Awards 2015
These on-ears, relatively light and very comfy, are communicative too, 

natural and unforced. And they deliver bass with punch and precision.

Type Closed Connection 3.5mm/6.3mm Weight 305g
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HEADPHONES CONTINUED

AWARD
WINNER

PRODUCT
OF THE YEARAKG Y50 £50

Best portable on-ears under £100, Awards 2015
Our Product of the Year cans for 2015 are portable on-ears, and deliver 

a rhythmic, clear, detailed, dynamic sound. At this price they’re amazing.

Type Closed Connection 3.5mm Weight 190g

Bang & Olufsen BeoPlay H2 £170
May 2015
Not only do these headphones look great, they also do a fi ne job of 

music reproduction – and off er great pride of ownership. 

Type Closed Connection 3.5mm Weight 155g

Philips Fidelio M1MkII £135
May 2015
The Fidelios off er an unusually smooth delivery and plenty of weighty, 

punchy bass. Clarity and precision are further strong points.

Type Closed Connection 3.5mm Weight 166g

Beyerdynamic T51i £245
Awards 2014
It’s satisfying when great design, premium build and top performance 

all come together. These on-ears really do sound as good as they look.

Type Closed Connection 3.5mm/6.3mm Weight 174g

B&W P5 Series 2 £250
February 2014
Clear, precise sound, bags of detail, punchy rhythm – these gorgeous 

’phones have the lot. We can’t think of anything to say against them.

Type Closed Connection 3.5mm Weight 195g
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AWARD
WINNER

AWARD
WINNER

Grado SR125e £150
December 2014
These might have looked at home on the ears of a wartime radio 

operator, but they sound great. Stay at home, though: they’re leaky.

Type Open Connection 3.5mm/6.5mm Weight 363g

Grado SR325e £270
Best home on-ears £150-£300, Awards 2015
If you don’t mind the sound that leaks from them, you’re free to enjoy 

the fl uid dynamics and wonderfully musical presentation.

Type Open Connection 3.5mm/6.5mm Weight 330g

Philips Fidelio X2 £230
October 2015
The X2s have a smooth, neutral sound, great rhythm and punchy bass. 

Superior design helps make them supremely comfortable too.

Type Open Connection 3.5mm Weight 380g

Sennheiser Momentum 2.0 £270
Best portable on-ears £200-£300, Awards 2015
We love the design but it’s more than just pretty – the Momentums 2.0s 

are comfortable on your ears and fold neatly off  them. 

Type Closed Connection 3.5mm Weight 240g

AKG K812 £1100
October 2014
For outright insight you’d have to spend thousands more than this on 

speakers before you get close to the resolution and agility on off er here.

Type Open Connection 3.5mm/6.3mm Weight 390g
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HEADPHONES CONTINUED
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AWARD
WINNER

AWARD
WINNER

AWARD
WINNER

B&W P7 £330
September 2014
Worth every penny. The solid build quality and comfy fi t we expect, but 

the level of detail and dynamics swept us off  our feet. 

Type Closed Connection 3.5mm Weight 290g

Shure SRH1540 £400
Best home on-ears £300+, Awards 2015
Once the music starts you’ll focus on the expansive, beautifully 

balanced sound. There’s agility, enthusiasm and genuine musicality too. 

Type Closed Connection 3.5mm Weight 286g

AKG Y50BT £150
Best wireless headphone under £250, Awards 2015
By wireless standards, they’re excellent. Clarity and insight are 

particular strong points, but it’s also a great design. 

Folding Yes Quoted battery life 20hrs+ Wireless range n/a

B&W P5 Wireless £330
Best wireless headphones £250+, Awards 2015
All the characteristics of the P5 Series 2 without the wire. The Bluetooth 

connection works well and the sound is nigh-on as good as the Series 2.

Folding Yes Quoted battery life 17hrs Wireless range n/a

Philips Fidelio M2BT £185
Janaury 2015
Bluetooth here is the superior aptX version. There’s also NFC 

connectivity and – most important – a rich, balanced, musical sound.

Folding No Quoted battery life 10hrs Wireless range 15m

Sennheiser Momentum 2.0 Wireless £380
Best noise-cancelling headphones £250+, Awards 2015
Take the Momentum 2.0, add aptX Bluetooth and active noise 

cancellation and – voilà. Very desirable.

Folding No Quoted battery life 22hrs Wireless range 10m

AWARD
WINNER

PRODUCT
OF THE YEAR

Apple iPod Touch (6th Gen) 128GB £330
December 2015
There’s life in the iPod Touch yet. Its price and talent with CD-quality 

music makes it a worthy challenge to pricier rivals with hi-res audio.

Hi-res compatible No Weight 88g Storage128GB 

Astell & Kern AK Jr £400
Best portable music player, Awards 2015
Our favourite portable unit of 2015, this hi-res player isn’t cheap, but its 

build quality and performance make it a formidable, portable pleasure.

Hi-res compatible Yes Weight 93g Storage 64GB 

Sony NW-AH25N £240
February 2016
Likable and aff ordable, the AH25N boasts plenty of features and, 

although the ergonomics could be better, it produces a good sound.

Hi-res compatible Yes Weight 66g Storage 16GB

PORTABLE MUSIC PLAYERS
TREAT YOUR TUNES TO A DEDICATED MUSIC PLAYER
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Acoustic Research M2 £900
June 2014
There are niggles with the interface and design, but this is one of the 

best-sounding players we’ve heard. You really need to listen to the M2.

Hi-res compatible Yes Weight 245g Storage 64GB

Astell & Kern AK100 MkII £700
April 2014
This middle-of-the-range hi-res player’s fl uid, dynamic and detailed 

sound and extensive fi le compatibility far outweigh the sluggish interface.

Hi-res compatible Yes Weight 170g Storage 32GB

Pioneeer XDP-100R £500
February 2016
A player that ticks all the boxes on the hi-res checklist thanks to its 

excellent compatibility, massive storage and balanced sound.

Hi-res compatible Yes Weight 181g Storage up to 432GB 

Sony NW-ZX2 £950
September 2015
This second-gen hi-res Walkman is impressive. If you’re an audio 

enthusiast who takes music seriously you should take a closer look.

 Hi-res compatible Yes Weight 235g Storage 128GB 
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SMARTPHONES
SUPERB MUSIC AND VIDEO PLAYERS THAT MAKE PHONE CALLS TOO

PRODUCT
OF THE YEAR

LG G4
August 2015
If its leather exterior isn’t enough to win you over, the G4’s snappy 

processor, stunning screen and superb camera probably will.

OS Android Size (hwd) 149 x 76 x 10mm Storage 32GB & microSD

Apple iPhone 6S
Best smartphone under 5in, Awards 2015
The iPhone 6s packs class-leading audio and video performances, a 

faster processor, better camera and the intuitive 3D Touch feature.

OS iOS Size (hwd) 138 x 67 x 7mm Storage 16/64/128GB

Apple iPhone 6S Plus
January 2016
The best big screen iPhone yet, we heartily recommend this if you have 

deep pockets and are looking for a fantastic multimedia device.

OS iOS Size (hwd) 158 x 78 x 7mm Storage 16/64/128GB

Samsung Galaxy S6
August 2015
It’s lost the ability to boost the storage or change the battery, but this 

premium, non-plastic device off ers top-quality picture and sound.

OS Android Size (hwd) 143 x 71 x 7mm Storage 32/64/128GB

Samsung Galaxy S6 Edge
June 2015
There’s little more than its curved screen to separate the S6 Edge from 

the regular S6, but it’s the very screen that makes it so desirable. 

OS Android Size (hwd) 149 x 76 x 10mm – Storage 32/64GB
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SMARTPHONES CONTINUED

STREAMING APPS & SERVICES
THE BEST WAY TO GET YOUR STREAMING FIX
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PRODUCT
OF THE YEAR

AWARD
WINNERSamsung Galaxy S6 Edge+ 

Best smartphone above 5in, Awards 2015
It’s pricey, but with a performance this good and a design this 

gorgeous, we’d pay it. It’s our favourite big screen phone.

OS Android Size (hwd) 154 x76 x7mm Storage 32/64/128GB

BBC iPlayer Free
Best video-on-demand service, Awards 2015
Quality content, a great interface and free (for catch-up TV), BBC’s 

iPlayer is one of, if not the best, video on-demand platforms out there.

Google Play Movies & TV Variable
June 2014
Google’s venture into video streaming is a success, off ering pretty 

much everything we could ask for from an on-demand video service. 

Resolution Up to 1080p Offl  ine playback Yes

AWARD
WINNER

Amazon Prime Instant Video £6/month
June 2014
A very good video subscription service, its strengths lie in its strong fi lm 

library and its near-ubiquity among devices. 

Resolution Up to Ultra HD Offl  ine playback Yes

7digital Variable
January 2016
A download site that features competitive pricing, a strong catalogue 

and that’s easy to use, this is one of the best music-dowload sites around. 

Resolution Up to 24-bit/192kHz Offl  ine playback Yes

Apple Music £10/month
September 2015
This long-awaited service from Apple has intelligent curation, a huge 

catalogue, good sound quality and an engaging live radio station. 

Sound quality Up to 256kbps AAC  Offl  ine playback Yes

Primephonic Variable
January 2016
A strong catalogue, superb website and a growing community ensure 

this is the place to be if you’re a fan of classical music. 

Sound quality Up to 24-bit/192kHz; DSD 2.8MHZ  Offl  ine Yes

Netfl ix £6 SD, £7.50 HD, £9 Ultra HD
Best video subscription service, Awards 2015
Without doubt one of the most satisfying streaming services runs on 

practically every platform available, even on your Ultra HD television.

Resolution Up to Ultra HD Offl  ine Playback No 

Technics Tracks Variable
January 2016
Off ering a (very) similar experience to 7Digital, the Technics site focuses 

on hi-res music, which is what gives it the edge over its competition.

Resolution Up to 24-bit/192kHz Offl  ine Playback Yes 
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STREAMING APPS CONTINUED

AWARD
WINNER

AWARD
WINNER

Now TV from £7/month
June 2014
Essentially a Sky service without the subscription, Now TV is a great way

of getting the latest content without paying through the nose for it.

Resolution Up to 1080p Offline playback No

Spotify from free
July 2015
The service that led the streaming revolution, its accessibility, ease of

use and content are reasons Spotify remains at the top of the pile.

Sound quality Up to 320kbps Ogg Vorbis Offline playback Yes

Tidal from £10/month
Best music streaming service, Awards 2015
One of the few streaming services to offer lossless audio,

Tidal’s exclusive content and curated playlists make it stand out.

Sound quality Up to 1411kbps lossless Offline playback Yes
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TABLETS
TOUCHSCREEN HEAVEN, WITH LAPTOP SMARTS

AWARD
WINNER

PRODUCT
OF THE YEAR

Apple iPad Pro from £680
February 2016
A sharp screen and fi ne audio performance make the Pro a superb 

proposition for big-screen lovers. In this case, bigger defi nitely is better. 

OS iOS Size (hwd) 306 x 220 x 7mm Storage 32/128GB

Sony Xperia Z4 tablet £500
Reviewed online
An excellent screen, superb sound and lovely features. The Z4 is a 

great option for Android fans and, at last, a real competitor for the iPad. 

OS Android Size (hwd) 254 x 167 x 6mm Storage 32GB (expandable)

Apple iPad mini 4 from £320
Best tablet under 8in, Awards 2015
Apple’s best small tablet yet? A superb screen, great user experience, 

punchy audio and fi ne apps make this the best small-screen tablet.

OS iOS Size (hwd) 203 x 135 x 6mm Storage 16/64/128GB

Apple iPad Air 2 from £400
Best tablet 8in+, Awards 2015
The iPad Air 2 ticks all the boxes. Best-bar-none video and audio, an 

unrivalled user experience, snappy in use and a gorgeous design.

OS iOS Size (hwd) 240 x 170 x 6mm Storage 16/64/128GB

Battery life
An average of 10 hours is the 

norm, but Sony claims its Z4 lasts 

a whopping 17 hours with the 

tablet’s Stamina mode enabled. 

Around 10 hours is fi ne for web 

browsing, but watching videos, 

playing music or using wi-fi  

consumes lots of power so be 

mindful of battery levels.

Apps
Knowing an app is on one 

system but not another is 

enough to sway some people’s 

choice of tablet. Though the 

ubiquity of apps means they’re 

likely to feature in most mobile 

ecosystems, some may be better 

optimised (and updated more 

oft en) on a single platform.

Screen
There’s more to consider than 

simply picking the tablet with 

the highest resolution. What’s 

the colour reproduction like? 

How good are the viewing 

angles? How bright is the 

screen? Will it retain its level of 

performance outdoors as well 

as it does indoors?

Storage
You will have the choice of 

on-board or removable storage. 

Amazon, Apple and Google opt 

for the former; LG, Samsung and 

Sony the latter. Tablets with lots 

of storage attract a premium 

price, so one with less storage 

and a micro-SD card slot are 

likely to be cheaper.

Before you buy: Tablets
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The only products
worth considering

BUYER’S GUIDE

ANALOGUE INTERCONNECTS

ACCESSORIES
DON’T SKIMP ON CABLES: THEY’RE A TOP-VALUE UPGRADE

AWARD
WINNER

Atlas Element Integra £45
November 2013
An Award-winner three years on the trot, this cable digs up detail 

and isn’t fussy about the kit it’s used with. A great fi rst upgrade.

Balanced/Single Single

Chord C-Line £45
Best analogue interconnect, Awards 2015
Few entry-level interconnects at the price come close to off ering 

the sonic enjoyment that Chord has produced with this cable.

Balanced/Single Single

QED Reference Audio 40 £85
June 2014
An engaging interconnect that’s capable of expressing the dynamics 

and nuances of a track, and which has reassuring build quality.

Balanced/Single Single
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AV & HI-FI RACKS
HI-FI KIT CAN ONLY SOUND ITS BEST WITH THE PROPER SUPPORT

AWARD
WINNER

Atacama Elite Eco 12.0 £500
March 2013
Those looking for a strong support for AV and hi-fi  that enables a fl uid, 

authoritative presentation will like the performance this rack can off er.

Width 1157mm Modular Yes Cable management Yes

Atacama Eris Eco 5.0 £460
April 2012
Whatever hi-fi  you have will sound agile, detailed and dynamic on this. 

If that’s not all, the Eco is well built, easy to construct and looks smart.

Width 590mm Modular Yes Cable management No

Atacama Evoque Eco 60-40 £450
September 2014
Helps a hi-fi  system by giving it the support to sound confi dent, 

insightful and entertaining. Build and design are superb, naturally.

Width 600mm Modular Yes Cable management No

Atacama Evoque Eco 60-40 SE £525
Best equipment support, Awards 2015
The SE stands for Special Edition, while signifi cant improvements in 

the Eco 60-40’s design and dampening mean it works better than ever.

Width 600mm Modular Yes Cable management No
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Evoque Eco 60-40
Special Edition

From just £524.97

www.atacama-audio.co.uk Tel: 01455283251

Evoque Eco 60-40 Special Edition

October 2015
UK Made

Based on the “2014 best equipment support” award 
winning Evoque Eco 60-40, the Special Edition incorporates 
significant sonic and mechanical resonance control 
upgrades designed specifically for the hifi enthusiast who 
is looking for the ultimate in musical performance.

This visually attractive and beautifully crafted British 
made modular support makes a stunning centrepiece 
and is perfect for both supporting and maximizing the 
performance of quality hifi equipment .

“So significantly does the Evoque Eco 60-40 Special Edition 
improve upon its predecessor – named best equipment 
rack at last year’s What Hi-Fi? Awards, no less – its effect on 
our reference system was evident within seconds.”

WHAT HIFI? SOUND AND VISION MAGAZINE - October 2015

AV & HI-FI RACKS CONTINUED
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Hi-Fi Racks Akorner XL £930
September 2012
A capable and attractive rack that allows for a full-bodied and refi ned 

sound. Add an additional £75 if you want cable management.

Width 800 to 1500mm Modular Yes Cable management No

Hi-Fi Racks Podium XL £1050
June 2010
Made for home cinema, this large rack can take a 65in TV and with 

performance that has more weight and top-end refi nement than most.

Width 800 to 1200mm Modular Yes Cable management No

HEADPHONE AMPLIFIERS
HOW TO GET THE VERY BEST FROM YOUR CANS

Meridian Prime £1200
February 2014
A supremely capable headphone amp which doubles as a talented, 

if feature limited, stereo amplifi er. Treat the DAC as a nice bonus.

Outputs 3.5mm, 6.3mm Inputs RCA,3.5mm, USB

Pathos Aurium £850
August 2013
A top-class choice for amplifi cation, but you’ll need a source and a 

pair of headphones of similar quality if you want the best from it.

Outputs 6.3mm, XRL, RCA Inputs XLR, 3 RCA

“Silver Streak produces masses
of detail with no strain or
unpleasant edge to the sound.
The music is reproduced with
excellent accuracy and clarity.”
Hi Fi Choice, Jan ‘16

Kimber Silver Streak
analogue interconnect

Call: 01539 797300
or visitwww.kimberkable.co.uk

BUY YOURS NOW!
From £221 for 0.5m pair

F R O M  R U S S  A N D R E W S
60 DAY MONEY

BACK GUARANTEE

MAINS PRODUCTS
A CLEAN POWER SOURCE IS VITAL FOR INTERFERENCE-FREE HI-FI

Isotek EVO Polaris + Premier cable £400
September 2015
Off ers a signifi cant improvement over just plugging your hi-fi  into 

the wall, allowing your system to sound more positive and confi dent.

Type Cable + block Mains fi lter Yes No. of plugs 6
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AV & HI-FI RACKS CONTINUED
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MAINS PRODUCTS CONTINUED

PHONO AMPLIFIERS
EVERY RECORD DECK NEEDS A PHONO AMP 

Olson Sound Fantastic HF6 £135
September 2015
Grants a system far greater freedom of expression without sacrifi cing 

control or authority. If you can aff ord to, buy it without reservations.

Type Block Mains fi lter Yes No. of plugs 6

Russ Andrews X6 £350
September 2015
No matter what the source material, the X6 helps unearth a revealing, 

well-integrated listen, allowing your kit to be as explicit as it can be.

Type Block Mains fi lter Yes No. of plugs 6

Tacima CS947 £45
September 2015
Great value, the highlight being how well it allows for greater detail, 

attack and dynamics. For the price, it’s a brilliant entry-level purchase.

Type Block Mains fi lter Yes No. of plugs 6

Graham Slee Gram Amp 2 Communicator £160
June 2013
Fast, organised and dynamic, this box off ers great quality on a budget. 

The Gram Amp 2 Communicator is low on frills but high on quality.

Type MM Dimensions (hwd) 7 x 10 x 25cm
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Rega Fono Mini A2D £85
March 2012
There’s little fancy about the Fono Mini A2D but that doesn’t matter 

when the presentation is this good. And it has a useful USB output.

Type MM Dimensions (hwd) 6 x 18 x 25cm

Rega Aria £800
March 2010
A phono stage of rare quality under £1000, the Rega Aria will perform 

superbly – as long as the rest of your system is suitably talented.

Type MM, MC Dimensions (hwd) 8 x 22 x 32cm

OFF*

*selected cables, minimum 30% discount, excludes P&P

info@ecossecables.co.uk     07580 691803
Please quote WHFDEAL when ordering
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PRODUCT
OF THE YEARRega Fono MM Mk2 £200

Best phono stage, Awards 2015
Although it lacks the detail of other similarly priced phono amps, the 

Rega Fono more than justifi es its price in terms of dynamics and scale.

Type MM  Dimensions (hwd) 7 x 4 x 33cm

SPEAKER CABLE 
ONE OF THE MOST COST-EFFECTIVE UPGRADES YOU CAN MAKE

PRODUCT
OF THE YEAR

Audioquest FLX-SLiP 14/4 £5.80/m
November 2013
Not only is the FLX-SLiP 14/4 able to turn a corner no matter how tight, 

lest we forget, it’s also an incredibly easy cable to listen to as well.

Single or Bi-wire Single

Chord Clearway £10/m
Best speaker cable, Awards 2015
Not the fl ashiest cable, its strength is aiding dynamics and musicality, 

as well as knitting instruments together for an enjoyable experience.

Single or Bi-wire Single

QED Ruby Anniversary Evolution £6/m
March 2014
Capable of delivering a jolt of excitement to a hi-fi  system, but can 

emphasise any harshness present in bright-sounding electronics.

Single or Bi-wire Single
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PHONO AMPLIFIERS CONTINUED
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SPEAKER STANDS
STAND-MOUNT SPEAKERS NEED THE BEST SUPPORT YOU CAN 

AWARD
WINNERAtacama Moseco 6 £120

Best speaker stand, Awards 2015
A speaker stand that impresses with how weighty and dynamic it allows 

systems to sound. Considering the price, it’s something of a steal.

Top plate size (wd) 130 x 170mm Height 60cm Fillable Yes

Custom Design FS104 Signature £200
September 2011
A stylish, reasonably priced stands that work across a variety of

speakers. Buy Custom Design’s Inert Filler (£20) for the best results.

Top plate size (hwd) 220 x 260 x 4mm Height 60cm Fillable Yes

Q Acoustics 20 speaker stands £200
September 2014
Designed with QAs’ Concept 20 speakers in mind, the clever construction 

and elegant design ensures other speakers give their best too.

Top plate size (hd) n/a Height 66.5cm Fillable No

Soundstyle Z2 £70
November 2008
An ideal stand if you’re on a budget, the Z2s can boost your speakers’ 

detail, attack and openess for less than £100.

Top plate size (hwd) 125 x 166 x 3mm Height 57cm Fillable No
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Wireworld Luna 7 £6.50/m
March 2014
A fi ne speaker cable, the Luna’s exciting presentation and all-round 

ability means it should sit well with a wide range of systems.

Single or Bi-wire Single

QED XT40 £10/m
Awards 2014
Facilitates a detailed, balanced and authoritative sound with a 

full-bodied presentation that leaves competitors sounding lean.

Single or Bi-wire Single

SPEAKER CABLES CONTINUED

Best speaker positioning (hint: use a stand)

Stand to attention
Speaker stands keep the speaker 

cabinet rigid. This allows for more 

of the drivers’ movement to be 

translated into sound and not wasted 

through vibrations. If your stands are 

on a carpet, make sure you have 

spikes to ensure stability.

Wonder-wall?
Where’s the best place to position a 

speaker? Some speakers sound better 

against a wall (Wharfedale’s Diamond 

220), while others prefer to be out in 

the open (Monitor Audio Bronze 2). 

Whatever your requirements, your 

speaker choice should primarily take 

into account how much space you 

have, and how much of it you’re 

happy for your speakers to occupy.

Ear, ear
Common practice with standmounters 

is to make sure the tweeters are 

positioned at ear-level. Why? The 

higher-frequency sounds from a 

tweeter are more directional, and 

having them at this level ensures they 

make a beeline for your ears, so check 

your stands are the right height.
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CHESHIRE

EAST SUSSEX

EXETER

AVON

COVENTRY

LONDON

XCLUSIVE AV
UK DISTRIBUTORS OF

Glass Speakers – Combining Style with superb sound.

and

SONATO HOME CONTROL SYSTEMS

WWW.XCLUSIVEAV.COM

TEL: 01424 431144 e: graham@xclusiveav.com

97 Christleton Road, Chester, CH3 5UQ

LINN NAIM REGA

B+W PROAC FOCAL

MUSIC SYSTEMS CINEMAS

MULTIROOM/CONTROL

97 Sidwell Street, Exeter EX4 6RF

01392 491194

www.gullifordhifi.co.uk

Centrally located in the heart of the midlands, we 
not only offer some of the very best prices, but pride 
ourselves on the excellence of our service too. Why not 
call into our large three storey16th Century showroom for 
a demonstration in one of our three demo rooms where 
you can audition some of the world’s best analogue and 
digital Hi Fi and AV equipment, plus we stock one of the 
UK’s largest ranges of loudspeakers.

www.hifix.co.uk 

New responsive web site now launched 
suitable for all display screens including 
tablets and mobiles of all sizes
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LONDON

To advertise here please
call

020 8267 5310
or email

milo.mcconaghy@
haymarket.com

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE SURREY

INTERNET

WEST MIDLANDS

NORTH EAST

WEST YORKSHIRE

NORTH YORKSHIRE

Ř Hi-Fi Music systems

Ř Home cinema

Ř Digital Streaming

Ř Lighting Control

Ř Home Automation

Ř TV & Satellite

Ř Data Networks

www.grahams.co.uk | Tel: 020 7226 5500

Canonbury Yard - 190a New North Road - London N1 7BS

37 High Street, Aldridge
01922 457926

Ample Parking Tue-Sat 10 - 5.30pm
www.soundcinergy.co.uk

Exposure Heed Kudos
Lehmann Linn Marantz
Michell Monitor Audio Naim
Neat Nordost Okki Nokki
Ortofon Project REL Roksan
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KENT

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE

,INN s .AIM s "OWERS � 7ILKINS s 2EGA s 2OTEL
0RO!C s 5NISON 2ESEARCH s 7ELL 4EMPERED

$YNAVECTOR s 3HAHINIAN s #LASSÏ s &OCAL

THE AUDIO ROOM ���
3AVILE 3TREET� (ULL� (5� �%& T� ����� ������

W� WWW�THEAUDIOROOM�CO�UK

DELIVERY���INSTALLATION��MAIL�ORDER�AND�PART�

EXCHANGE�AVAILABLE

EAST YORKSHIRE

signals
hi-fi for grown-ups

01473 655171 / 2
www.signals.uk.com

arcam

chord

kudos

linn

naim

neat

nottingham

pmc

primare

rega and much more

SUFFOLK

CHESHIRE CUMBRIA

home technology
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FURNITURE

LONDON

SURREY

To advertise here please call

020 8267 5310
or email milo.mcconaghy@haymarket.com
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DERBYSHIRELANCASHIRE LANCASHIREHAMPSHIRE

TOWER AUDIO LTD

The Hi-Fi &  

Home Cinema Specialists 

Stockists of most  

leading brands.

81 Whitegate Drive,  

Blackpool. FY3 9DA. 

Tel 01253 300599 

www.tower-audio.co.uk

Loud Too Loud Way Too Loud

You need a pair of

in-line attenuators

1000’S OF PAIRS SOLD

£39/
pair

01204 366133

rothwellaudioproducts.co.uk

PLEASE PHONE FOR PRICES

HARBETH LOUDSPEAKERS
P3 Esr

Hl-Compact 7Es3

Super Hl5

Suppliers Of Harbeth Since 2003

Monitor 30.1

Monitor 40.2

IAN HARRISON
HIFI

ian.harrison@mercian.myzen.co.uk

TEL: 01283 702875

SUFFOLK
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March issue available on iTunes now
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“Laserdisc? Ah, Baker’s Folly. I got in early on
the Laserdisc, and I held on to that thing, you
know, same as when DVD came out, “Oh, the
quality’s better…” And they were great big
machines, twice as big as this desk, and you put
in a Laserdisc – and they were LP-sized, literally
12in records – and halfway through a film it
would go “gnn thurr hrr” and turn itself over in
there. But the quality was better than video, and
I bought thousands of them.

Brought back down to Earth
I’ll tell you the only Laserdisc I’ve still got. The
only person I ever went in front of – and I don’t
mean ‘overawed’ particularly – was David Bowie. 
I used to write TFI Friday for six and a half years, 
and David Bowie was on. And I’d never met 
Bowie, and like all civilised people I thought 
“Blimey, it’s Bowie”. He’s little, he’s quite slight, 
and he came in, and he’s sitting there during 
rehearsal, and I went over. And I said, “Er, Mr 
Bowie, I stood outside Lewisham Odeon in 1973, 
round the back there, trying to force open the 
doors…” And he’s got that look, David Bowie, 

which he’s quite entitled to have: waiting for
you to stop speaking. And I thought “I’ve no idea
where I’m going with this…” (normally I’m all
right, but…) so I said, “By the way, I’m the
producer of the show, anything you need?” And
he went, “No, I don’t need anything,” and carries
on looking at me. Nothing.

I thought, “Oh no...”, you know, and so I
reached for this Laserdisc of The Man Who Fell
To Earth. I said “I know you don’t sign anything
any more…” and he said “Yeah, I’ve stopped
doing that.” I said “Well, would you do my
Laserdisc?” And he went, “F***ing hell, a
Laserdisc. Have you bought this particularly to
be obtuse?” And all of a sudden it’s me and 
David Bowie, talking, and I said “Nah, I’ve got 
thousands of ’em”. And he went “…Heh”. And 
that’s what he did. I took it away, and if my 
stature was small before… But that’s the world’s 
only signed Laserdisc of The Man Who Fell To 
Earth. Guaranteed.”

Danny Baker was speaking on Richard Herring’s 
Leicester Square Theatre Podcast in 2014.

Haymarket is certifi ed by BSI to environmental 

standard ISO14001 and energy management 

standard ISO50001.

DAVID BOWIE 1999THAT WAS THEN

The Man Who Sold 
The World wasn’t
 buying my Laserdisc
 Danny Baker’s only meeting with David Bowie  wasn’t going
 brilliantly – until they bonded over obsolete technology
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