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Off the back of their highly entertaining and 
successful regional city tour earlier this 
year, the maniacal and talented stunt freaks 
from Nitro Circus Live are coming back to 
Australia in 2016 with a huge capital city tour.

We were lucky enough to be at one of the 
regional events this year to see Travis and 
his merry band of misfits (actually athletes) 
launching big on MX bikes and all sorts of 
apparatuses and it was truly spectacular. 
The Nitro Circus team have been on the 
forefront of Free Style Motocross evolution 
and always have something new up their 
sleeve. One of the highlights was Australian 
Cam Sinclair, one of the biggest names in 
Freestyle Motocross, sandwiching three 
enthusiastic volunteers on his bike and 
back-flipping with them. That’s right four 
people on a motocross bike back-flipping, 
who would have thought? 

We caught up with Cam to quiz him on 
the upcoming tour, that particular stunt and 
how he came about conceiving it. 
WTW: Hey Cam! How’s tricks? (pun 
intended) What have you been up to of late? 
Cam: Hey mate. We are heading overseas 
in October for the USA and Canada leg of 
the Nitro Circus Live tour and it’s been 
practise, practise, practise. We are doing 
25 shows in eight weeks.

Sounds hectic. You were long associated 
with the original Metal Mulisha crew, how 
long have you been knocking around with 
the Nitro Circus Guys? 
Been with these guys since the Nitro 
inception six years ago and it’s been a lot 
of fun.
The double backflip could be said to have 
been the making and breaking of Cam 
Sinclair at one point. But your comeback 
from the life-threatening injuries received 
after one went wrong, to then do it again 
and win X Games was amazing. Do you 
still give it a go? 
Not really, I do a few here and there at 
home or in the foam pit but we have Josh 
(Sheehan) and a few of the boys stepping 
up in the show so I’m happy to let them 
have a crack. I suppose I’d do it if no one 
else was but I do have a wife and a kid 
now so the risk versus priority equation has 
shifted a little for me.
You’ve seen a lot of change with the 
evolution of FMX in your career, and been 
personally attributed to some legendary 
stuff but what do you think was the 
biggest milestone as far as ground-
breaking tricks are concerned? 
It changes so quick and there are so 
many things that we once thought weren’t 

If It,s Got 
Wheels 
You Can 
Jump It

Nitro Circus Live returns to 
Australia with a capital city tour.
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achievable that have been done. I think 
Travis’ double backflip at X Games really 
took it to a new level.
We see a lot of new stuff being brought to 
the table each year and the progression 
is staggering. What currently do you 
think is the holy grail of tricks? 
I think now we are more open to a train 
of thought that anything is possible with 
the right set-up. Travis’ compound really 
helps in this way. You only have to look at 
Josh Sheehan’s triple backflip for this and 
the guys are now doing front flips, etc… 
Who knows, four backflips, five backflips? 
It’s open to who wants to lay it on the line 
the most.
Is there one trick you currently perform 
that gets you on edge more than others?
The four or three-person backflip for sure. 
Mainly because I’m responsible for more 
than just myself and I don’t want anyone to 
get injured. We had a crash in Darwin and 
no one was injured but it made me realise 
not to get complacent with it.
Did you come up with that trick? 
Travis did a two-person originally and yeah 
it was me and my mates one afternoon 
thinking we could give the three-person a 
try so it evolved from that. It’s pretty difficult 

because the bikes are not designed for that 
many people. 
One of the highlights from this year’s 
show was the varying modes of 
“transport” the team were able to launch 
off the mega ramp: arm chairs, bath tubs, 
body boards on wheels. Is there anything 
we should look out for this tour? 
I get just as surprised each show as you 
would. The BMX guys, the Moto guys 
and everyone are all looking for some 
sort of world first. It’s what it’s all about. 
The guys in each discipline throw ideas 
around and come up with something 
each tour and often each show that will 
blow the crowd away. 
What about you? Are we going to see a 
five-person backflip this tour? 
Like I said, anything is possible.

Tour dates for the 2016 Nitro Circus Live 
Australian capital city tour: 

May   7th   –  Perth
May 14th  –  Brisbane
May 21st  –  Sydney
May 28th  –  Melbourne
Tickets go on sale October 19th 2015 

through www.nitrocircus.com
Get in early as they will go fast! 
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Many years ago, in a former life as a surf 
mag editor, I travelled with a bunch of young 
professional surfers to South Africa on a sojourn 
that would ultimately produce a major feature 
article and movie. 

Chaperoned by armed security, our convey 
started its journey in the beachside city of 
Durban; snaked its way through the reclaimed 
apartheid lands of the Transkei, before visiting 
the beautiful Coffee Bay and eventually throwing 
anchor about 75 clicks southwest of Port 
Elizabeth in the Eastern Cape Province.

I’ve a Kodak recollection of the exact moment 
we pulled up at our final destination; we’d 
motored through the night, and upon arrival, were 
welcomed by a stunning crimson sunrise and 
perfect 6-to-8 feet waves. I didn’t waste any time 
grabbing my board and scrambling out across the 
reef-shelf to the water’s edge. And that’s when 
it happened... BOOM... The wave that took me 
out was like a salty thunderclap to the head. The 
whitewash swept my legs out from underneath 
me, before rag-dolling me across the barnacle-
garnished rock ledge and into the line-up where 
ice-cold water invaded my wetsuit and siphoned 
the air out of my lungs like a bagpipe. 

The whole ordeal was over in a matter of 
seconds, but it left me rattled and bleeding, 
floating in the abyss without a board and 
exposed in a marine environment notorious for 
Great White sharks. 

The surf spot was the iconic Jeffreysbaai.  
Surfers will immediately recognise the name. 

And for those of you that don’t... Jeffreys Bay, as 
it’s better known in English, is the world-famed 
right-hand pointbreak where three-times men’s 
World Surf League surfing champion, Mick 
Fanning, was recently ambushed by a Great 
White shark during the final of the J-Bay Open. 

Was it a genuine attack? Or was the shark only 
inspecting what it thought might be a potential 
meal when it got accidently tangled in Mick’s 
leg rope? Everyone’s got his or her own theory, 
but the whole scenario was every surfer’s worst 
nightmare come-to-life. There he was... Our 
boy... Marooned... Under siege from a man-
eater right in front of our very eyes and fighting 
for his life. 

Ironically, the zone where Mick wrestled with 
the shark is pretty much where I ended up 
after being smashed by the wave and losing 
my board. I remember the ocean boiling with 
fish, seals and penguins and the uncomfortable 
feeling of exposure as I struggled to keep 
my head above the clouds of thick sea kelp. 
My mind played tricks on me: what’s lurking 
beneath? Would I even see a shark coming if it 
decided to attack? 

In the moments that Mick was separated 
from his board and disappeared behind a 
set-wave and out of sight, the world held its 
collective breath and watched on in shock 
and horror. I remember thinking to myself: ‘Will 
he even reappear? And if he does, what am 
I going to see? Am I watching live as one of 
our greatest modern-day sporting heroes is 

eaten alive by a prehistoric death machine?’ In 
that moment, I genuinely felt for Mick; and later 
sympathised with the feelings of vulnerability 
and helplessness that he later articulated in his 
various media engagements. 

The issue of whether to cull, or be culled is 
currently attracting robust discussion within 
the global surf community. Case in point: the 
French territory of Reunion Island, 140 miles 
from Mauritius in the Indian Ocean, has had 20 
attacks and seven fatalities since 2011. That 
means, since “la crise” began, 13 percent of 
the world’s fatal shark attacks have taken place 
around the 40-mile-long Island. 

Whatever your contention, what’s undeniable 
is that Great White sharks in particular are 
internationally protected and flourishing as 
a species. What’s also irrefutable is human 
population growth. Nowadays, there’s more of 
us depleting natural fish stocks and entering the 
shark’s natural domain. However, to put this into 
non-fear mongering perspective... 85 percent of 
the Australian population lives within 50km of 
the coast, and while there have been 999 shark 
attacks since records began in 1791, only 232 of 
them have been fatal. That means one-quarter 
of shark attacks are fatal, and the average fatal 
attack is one person every year. 

Surf journo, Ben Whitmore, attacks shark 
fever on page 14. We’ve also got 4WDing, 
fishing, the usual WTW tough tests and various 
other bits ‘n’ pieces. Take a break from the tools 
and enjoy.  

EDITOR'S 
LETTER
OCT/NOV 2015

         To Cull, 
or be Culled. 
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GOBUDDY +
What are two things you never 
seem to have on you when those 
after-work drinks look like they’re 
about to enter a second innings? A 

phone charger? Bottle opener?  Kanex, a 
company dedicated to providing mobile device 
connectivity solutions, has created the GoBuddy 
+ which is a beer opening phone charger that 
will fit on your keys. GoBuddy + will set you back 
a cool $20 and is available for iPad, iPhone and 
android in a range of different colours. Make 
sure you’re charged up to make that Uber call, 
head to:
http://www.kanex.com/gobuddyplus

HUSH: THE 
WORLD’S 
FIRST 
SMART 
EARPLUGS

Hal le lu jah,  f ina l ly 
an alternative to drowning out screaming 
children on flights. No longer must you invest 
in huge, over-the-head style noise cancelling 
headphones to get a little peace. Hush wireless, 
noise cancelling ear buds are almost here and 
you can pre-order them now. With a charge of 
eight hours, you’re covered for either a long-
haul flight or drowning out the delightful sounds 
of a snoring partner (they’re designed with sleep 
in mind). Wear them while you work, drive or 
travel. Get your order in early here:
https://hush.technology/

UNIDEN IGO CAM 850
The latest release from tech giant, Uniden in 
the form of in-car safety or “dash cams”, the 
IGO Cam 850 is filled with bells and whistles 
for those who’re keen to keep an extra set of 
eyes on the road. This particular model will 
serve you up three cameras; a reverse cam 
and two 1080HD wide-angle dash cams that 
will ensure there isn’t a moment that is missed. 
Loop recording is enabled and motion detection 
can also be set up so that if the car is parked, 

recording will continue if the 850 senses any 
wrong doing.  At only $200 the Uniden IGO Cam 
850 may be a very wise investment if you spend 
a lot of time on the road. 
http://www.uniden.com.au/ 

IPHONE 6S
Rumours, rumours and more rumours...  
Apple really has done a fantastic job at 
building speculation and anticipation around 
September each year. The release of the 
iPhone 6s is imminent for this September and 
in typical “S-model” fashion, there isn’t a great 
deal of advancements. What we can expect 

is an improved 12-megapixel camera and the 
introduction of the same force touch technology 
Apple incorporated into the iWatch. What about 
the iPhone 7 you ask? Well it looks like we’ll 
be waiting at least another 12 months, as 
September becomes more commonly known 
as an iMonth. 
www.apple.com.au 

NIKON AW1
If you’re looking for a camera you can truly use 
in all conditions, then Nikon’s AW1 is it. This 
camera is targeted at photography enthusiasts 
who’re looking for a little more bang for their 
buck, compared with, a GoPro or any other 
camera with adventure in mind. Complete with 
interchangeable lenses, the AW1 is completely 
waterproof and there’s no housing required, 
which is a huge upside to this powerful little 
beast. Shoot high-resolution images or 1080HD 
video the AW1 is built tough so you can take it 
anywhere. Packages start at $1,049.00 and if 
you head to their website and check out some 
of their road testing videos. 
http://store.mynikonlife.com.au/nikon-
cameras/nikon-1-aw1

GADGETS

LEXUS HOVERBOARD
Hot damn, the hoverboard is finally here. Well, 
sort of... Lexus recently unveiled 18 months 
worth of design in Barcelona, Spain, for a 
project named SLIDE in which professional 
skateboarder Ross McGouran takes the Lexus 
Hoverboard through its paces. At this stage the 
Lexus Hoverboard is still listed as a prototype 
and will not be on sale, at least for some time 
but the good news is that it really works. Do 
yourself a favour and checkout SLIDE and see 
the complicities and endless opportunities of a 
real-life hoverboard.
http://www.lexus-int.com/
amazinginmotion/slide/ 

WTW profiles the latest and greatest technology.
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SMART TOOLS 
FOR YOUR TRADE

NOW AT SUPERCHEAP AUTO 

HOT DEVIL OXY KIT
WELDING, CUTTING AND 

BRAZING TOOL
• Sturdy Metal Cylinder Stand

• Portable
• Solid Brass Fittings

• Precision Cutting Flame
• Easy To Use

• Flame Heat 2926°C

CROSLEY RECORD 
PLAYER
Do your vinyl collection some justice 
and pair it with a Crosley Record Player. 
Crosley are a self-proclaimed outfit with 
an “Old school look with a new school 
retro fit that just won’t quit”. That might 
be the case, but their record players are 
quality too. Available at Surfstich, you 
have bunch of options to choose from 
with Crosley, which play most sized LPs 
and like many new-aged record players, 

have the functionality to record them to Mp3 format. If your house is in 
dire need of some new school retro and you’ve inherited some vinyl from 
Great Aunt Mavis, look no further than Crosley. 
http://www.surfstitch.com/ 

VINTAGE GAMING
If you’ve ever felt nostalgic about your days playing the original Super 
Mario Bros or Sonic the Hedgehog, then now is your chance to bring 
them back into your life. The first step is to head to eBay or Amazon and 
get yourself a couple of the original controllers, now set up for USB, these 
will only run you about $10 each. Next you simply jump on FreeRoms and 
trawl through the back catalogues of available games from Atari, Nintendo, 
Sega and more. The best part? They’re all free.
http://www.freeroms.com 
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‘I left my heart to the sappers ‘round Khe Sanh...’
We’ve all been in the pub when someone - 

usually six to eight schooners up - drops a coin 
in the jukebox and patriotically selects Cold 
Chisel’s “Khe Sanh” classic lament about a 
returned Vietnam veteran. 

‘And my soul was sold with my cigarettes to 
the black market man ...’

As much as I love the song, I’m amused when it 
renders grown men close to tears, arms around 
each others’ shoulders, or nodding earnestly into 
their beers in sombre acknowledgement of the 
Australians who fought and died at Khe Sanh.

‘Yeah, Chisel really nailed what it was like for 
our guys in ‘Nam,’ is the unspoken theme of this 
beer barn ritual... Except that the battle of Khe 
Sanh was fought exclusively by US Marines and 
the US Air Force against the North Vietnamese 
Army in 1968. Thousands of people died horrible 
deaths - just that none of them were Aussies.

No matter how authentic Jimmy Barnes’s 
vocal is, regardless of how evocative the 
lyrics are, Australians simply weren’t there and 
Chisel’s songwriter Don Walker had no business 
appropriating the infamous battle for this country.

So it was curious to see this very song on the 
receiving end of a misappropriation recently. 
Barnesy felt compelled to issue a statement 
asking the knuckle head ultra-nationalists from 
the Reclaim Australia movement to stop playing 
“Khe Sanh” at their rallies.

‘None of these people represent me and I do 
not support them,’ wrote Barnesy. ‘I only want 
to say the Australia I belong to and love is a 
tolerant Australia.’

I’m with you Jim!
It was cause for me to give “Khe Sanh” a few 

spins in solidarity. But listening closely made 
me wonder why the Reclaim twits adopted it 
in the first place. The actual title might fail on a 
technicality, but the national landscape Walker 
paints in “Khe Sanh” is not at all flattering - nor 
is the portrait of the protagonist:

‘She was like so many more from that time on,
Their lives were all so empty, till they found 

their chosen one,
And their legs were often open, But their minds 

were always closed, And their hearts were held 
in fast suburban chains.’

Right, so fresh from fighting commies 
our veteran realises Aussies are shallow, 
materialistic morons who don’t appreciate the 
sacrifices made in Vietnam.

What’s more, he clearly considers Australian 
women ignorant and overly promiscuous. I 
wonder how the ladies at Reclaim Australia 
feel about that?

Not that our hero is without fault: 
‘And I never stopped the dreams, Or the 

growing need for speed and novocaine.’
Hmmm. On the gear, eh? The vibe is he’s self-

medicating against shell shock. Well, call me old 
fashioned, but I don’t reckon racking up speed 
is the best panacea for PTSD. Really, Reclaim, 
do you want veterans turning into meth-heads? 

‘So I worked across the country end to end, ... 
Held a job on an oil-rig, Flying choppers when 
I could,But the nightlife nearly drove me ‘round 
the bend.’

Ol’ mate clearly has trouble holding down a 
job. That’s gotta be un-Australian in the Reclaim 
crew’s world view. Maybe his employment 
record is poor because of the PTSD, but more 
likely combination of that and the fact he’s 

snorting speed at smoko.
One also has to wonder how much tax he paid 

as he worked “across the country”. It’s got a whiff 
of cash-in-hand about it, except maybe the oilrig 
job; you’d probably need a tax file number for that.

‘And I’ve travelled ‘round the world from year 
to year.’ Why? Australia not good enough for 
ya? Oi! Oi! Oi!

‘And I’ve been back to South East Asia, 
But the answer sure ain’t there, But I’m drifting 
north to check things out again.’

Drifting north? Sounds like a dope-smoking 
road trip to me. Meanwhile, the hard working 
mums and dads at Reclaim Australia are 
keeping their jobs and paying their taxes. 
By the way, is the veteran on benefits?  ‘You 
know the last plane out of Sydney’s almost 
gone, Only seven flying hours, and I’ll be 
landing in Hong Kong, There ain’t nothing like 
the kisses, From a jaded Chinese princess, 
I’m gonna hit some Hong Kong mattress all 
night long.’ How this declaration didn’t set off 
alarm bells at Reclaim’s rally planning meetings 
is beyond me. Ol’ mate hates Australia so much 
he’s desperate to get to Hong Kong! To have 
sex with an Asian woman! All night long! Traitor!

‘I’m goin’ nowhere and I’m in a hurry, You know 
the last plane out of Sydney’s almost gone.’

No, as far as songs go I don’t think “Khe Sanh” 
is a good fit for Reclaim Australia. Perhaps they 
could consider another iconic Aussie anthem; 
Cold Chisel’s “Choir Girl” for example.

‘Looking like a choir girl,
‘She’s crying like a refugee ...’ 
Oops. Hang on. Not that one either. Besides, 

it’d probably invite another well-deserved slap-
down from Barnesy. 

Smoko WithHendo
Craig Henderson deconstructs an iconic Aussie song.
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Mick chilling out. 
Image by Brett Hemmings - Red Bull Content Pool
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It was the 30 heart-stopping seconds that 
changed the world... Mick Fanning, three-times 
World Surfing Champion, being attacked by 
a Great White Shark live in front of millions of 
Webcast viewers. Anyone who happened to 
be glued to the broadcast figured they were 
watching a hero, one of the “untouchables” 

Fast forward, past the immediate cheeky 
post-attack interview, past the tears, hugs and 
camaraderie that would later be shared as Mick 
and opponent, Julian Wilson, embraced after 
they were whisked back to dry land; past the 
sponsor product-placement heavy circus that 
was the mainstream media press conference 
upon their arrival back in Australia. Forward, 
past the women’s magazine stories with Mick 
all puffy-chested on the cover and even past the 
60 Minutes story that followed Mick back into the 
water for his first surf after the attack...

The dust has settled, but while the global 
surfing community was high-fiving Mick and 
Julian’s heroism, local surf photographer, 
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Kelly Cestari, was left to swim in from the lineup 
on his own as the safety crews rushed straight 
past him to save the talent. 

Now, there are unconfirmed reports of Cestari 
yelling for the teams to leave him and to get the 
surfers on the back of the skis, in which case, 
this act would certainly be recognised as nothing 
short of heroic. However, it seems Cestari may 
have been muted by the powers that be, having 
knocked back every interview request put to him 
concerning the shark attack. Regardless, any 
photographer swimming those waters with a 
seal-look-a-like wetsuit and swim fin combination 
is already a hero in the eyes of WTW.

Meanwhile, as we skip past the acute 
hyperactivity of the world reacting to the Fanning 
attack, Damien Johnson, a recreational scallop 
diver from Hobart, was taken in front of his own 
daughter off Maria Island, Tasmania. 32-year-
old bodyboarder Matt Lee is still in a coma 

recovering from a mauling in Ballina [Fanning 
donated his $75k 60 Minutes appearance fee to 
Lee] and 52-year-old Craig Ison has vowed to 
never step foot in the water again having narrowly 
fought off a bull shark at Evan’s Head. Add to 
those, numerous sightings of Great White packs 
between Ballina and Byron, and a dead six metre 
tiger shark pulled from the water that looks like it 
was designed by a sick Hollywood prop designer 
for the next Jaws movie, and you have a bona 
fide recipe for panic for any ocean enthusiast.  

Although, both the East and West Coast of 
Australia are certainly seeing a spike in shark 
sightings and incidents, South Africa still sits 
firmly on top of the dias as one of (if not) the 
most sharkiest places to enter the water. That 
is despite sitting third behind Australia and the 
United States in the number of attacks on record. 

Shaun Joubert is one of South Africa’s many 
great surfing talents, and until recently, Shaun 

Mick post shark 
encounter. 

Mick in Hawaii. 

Im
age by Brett Hem

m
ings - Red Bull Content Pool
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BUILT TOUGH TO PLAY TOUGH

Designed for the demanding needs of off-road terrain, 
PelicanTM SpacecaseTM rugged watertight and dustproof 
storage solutions are lightweight, lockable, and made 
military tough.

Available in over forty sizes, PelicanTM SpacecaseTM offers 
maximum security against equipment damage.maximum security against equipment damage. With a three 
year warranty, PelicanTM SpacecaseTM will not rust or dent, 
and is perfect for all your 4X4 and outdoor adventures.

Quick release over centre padlockable lock
x

Interlocking ribs for stacking
x

Comfortable rubber grip handle
x
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was competing on the World Qualifying Series 
with a dream to join the World Tour. However, 
when the surfing industry economy took a dive, 
it hit South Africa hard and most surfers were 
forced to ply the stickers from their boards 
and make some serious decisions about their 
respective futures. Shaun spent a year sponsor-
less and decided that at the end of that year, if he 
wasn’t close to qualification, he’d bite the bullet 
and put his smarts to use, get a haircut and go 
back to school, which is exactly where we found 
him when we contacted him for a few comments 
about the shark situation in South Africa. 

Shaun grew up in a town half way between 
Cape Town and Jeffreys Bay (on the West 
Coast of South Africa) called Mossel Bay. His 
local surf break; a beautiful sand-bottomed 
right-hand point break is where Shaun now 
does most of his surfing. 
There’s just one catch... 
Tourists from all over the 
globe travel to Mossel Bay to 
climb into a cage and dice with 
some of the biggest and ugliest 
Great Whites you’ve ever seen. 
And it all happens only a few hundred metres 
from where he surfs.

Says Shaun of his local break: ‘It’s always 
in the back of my mind, especially when I surf 
alone or maybe with one other guy out. You do 
the maths in your head and realise your odds 
aren’t that great. At least at J’Bay, when there is a 
hundred guys in the water, your odds are maybe 
a bit better. But knowing that guys go shark cage 
diving and pretty much always seeing sharks, it 
isn’t the most comforting thing in the world.’ 

The debate of cage diving in any country is 
a fierce one. Does associating human beings 
with food and antagonising these animals for 
the purposes of entertainment really help? One 
would think not, but until research supports 
the connection, shark diving will be a thriving 

business and South Africa will sit at the top of 
the destination list. 

‘I’ve cage dived twice and I really enjoyed it. 
You see sharks in a completely different light. I 
feel like watching shark documentary gives you 
a bit of a false representation of the creatures. 
Whether or not chumming affects their numbers 
or activity, I’ll leave to the shark researchers, but 
if it does then I would like to see it stopped,’ 
continues Shaun. 

Despite its reputation for caged encounters 
with Great Whites, Mossel Bay has a relatively 
good track record; the last reported attack was 
an unprovoked non-fatal attack on a surf ski 
operator in 2008. The last fatal attack came as 
a diver surfaced from the water in 1990. 

When Mick Fanning was attacked, it stunned 
the local surfing community. Although there 
are numerous sightings in and around J-Bay, 

historically it’s been fairly safe, but the Fanning 
attack along with some other recent incidents 
have started to change that perception. 

‘I never used to think about sharks out there too 
much, but that’s changed in the last year, or two. 
Especially after a swimmer got attacked at the 
Point and now the whole Mick Fanning story... I 
feel like when the waves are good, people tend to 
ignore it, or try to ignore it at least,’ explains Shaun. 

‘There have always been so many other places 
around our area I flat-out refuse to surf. World-
class waves too, but I don’t think it’s worth it. 
Pretty much everywhere there has been an 
attack I don’t surf anymore, so it’ll be interesting 
to see what happens the next time I’m in J’Bay. I 
pretty much trust my instincts. I feel we have them 
for a reason so I listen to them,’ continues Shaun. 

The South African coastline is rugged and raw, 
not unlike the Western or South Australian 
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Winter time spawning.

Mick competing 
at the 2015 
Gold Coast 
Quiksilver Pro.
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Coastline: two areas that have fast earned 
themselves a similar reputation to that of South 
Africa. However, surfers, swimmers or any other 
ocean goers have generally relished in the comfort 
of the northern NSW and Queensland waters. 

That was until the statistics started stacking 
the odds against them. Former Australian 
Champion and Gold Coast surfing icon, Wayne 
Deane, recently told the Gold Coast Bulletin: ‘I 
wouldn’t go surfing down there [Northern NSW] 
unless there was a drone hovering over my 
head keeping watch.’

The Queensland State Government installed 
shark nets and baited drum lines in 1962 and has 
not had a shark-inflicted death since. However, 
the netting has also trapped and subsequently 
killed numerous dolphins, whales (and their 
calves) and t several other species of sea life. 
It’s fair to say that the success of the netting and 

bait hook system is a fairly heated topic. 
One thing we do know is that there have been 

15 reported shark incidents on the Gold Coast 
and in Northern NSW since May last year and 
five fatalities in Ballina and northern NSW since 
2008. All eyes are currently pointed at State and 
local Governments for the funding required in 
properly researching and finding a solution. 

Surfers will continue to accept that paddling 
out into any ocean, is to put themselves in the 
shark’s environment; the very same environment 
that can also whip up rips or huge waves. The 
great shark debate will continue to flicker with 
each sighting and with the combination of drone 
technology and news crews spending up big to 
hire helicopters for their next shark splash. And 
those sightings are sure to become more and 
more frequent... 

20 WHAT TRADIES WANT.

Not a good sight...

Mick at Torquay, Victoria. 
Image by Trevor Moran- Red Bull Content Pool

Mick competing 
on the World Surf 
League.



www.diablotools.com

KRD 04/2012 RB 2708 PA

The Ultimate Framing  
      and Demolition Blade

Introducing The Ultimate Framing / Demolition Blade. 
The unique features of the new Demo Demon from Diablo combine to create  
an unbelievably strong and durable saw blade. 

Suitable for framing and demolition work, these blades will cut through timber  
- even with embedded nails, whilst still providing extraordinary life.

THE DIABLO ADVANTAGE

Lock-Tooth™ Technology
For Extreme Impact Resistance and 
strongest tip-to-blade body connection.
 
Dura-Blend™ Hi-Density Carbide
For extreme Durability & Cutting Life.
 
Pyramid Tooth™ Geometry
Provides Superior Tracking Control. 
 
Laser Cut Stabilizer Vents
Absorb noise & vibrations for cleaner, 
smoother cuts.
 
Perma-SHIELD® Coating
Non-stick aluminium alloy coating  
for less drag & corrosion.
 
Super Thin Kerf Design
Cut with high precision lasers  
from Hardcore™ steel. 
 
Tri-Metal Shock Resistant Brazing
Provides a high performance shock 
absorber behind every tooth.

PY
RA MID

TOOTH

G

E OM E T R

Y

Other
Diablo

LO
CK

-TO
OT

H

Te
ch

no
log

y
™

Locked

 In Teeth

CARB

DURA-B

CAR

     For Long
Cutting Life

I DE

LEND ™

E

For Extreme  
Durability

Silver

Silver
Copper



22 WHAT TRADIES WANT.22 WHAT TRADIES WANT.

Thunder reverberated of the great cliffs of Fifty 
Mile Mountain and bounced of the natural rock 
amphitheatre of Dance Hall Rock. Lightening 
flashed in a coruscation of blinding light and 
pulsating natural power as the leading edge of 
the thunderstorm rolled over the cliffs and rocky 
hill. A splattering of raindrops followed, but the 
storm was more a light and sound show than 
any real drenching; the few drops hardly settling 
the dust and only occasionally gathering in small 
pools on the sea of rock that surrounded us.

That rolling sea of rock that swept away from 

us in all directions was, in fact, petrified dunes 
that were once mobile sand dunes which, over 
the eons of time, have fused together in a much 
more stationary form, but are now even more 
impressive in their harsh and bare starkness. 
The 4WD trail we were following, dipped and 
climbed, curled and wandered amongst low 
rock swells; the waves of rock becoming more 
pronounced and dominant the further we 
progressed along the trail. 

We were following in the footsteps of one 
of the most incredible endeavours of the 

settlement of America’s Wild West. In the late 
1870s, a group of Mormon pioneers set off to 
establish a community in the southeast of Utah. 
Their train of 80 odd wagons, 250 people and 
hundreds of livestock blazed the trail from the 
small community of Escalante eastward, and 
when they came to the 600-metre sheer cliffs 
that bordered the Colorado River in an area we 
call Glen Canyon, they simply pushed on. They 
set about the task of widening a crack in the 
defile they discovered (now known as Hole-in-
the-Rock) and suspended a road out from the 

Roaming The Wild West
                 Ron and Viv Moon explore  Southwest USA.

Roaming The Wild West 



Wide open spaces

edge of the cliff in places, lowering their wagons, 
livestock and people down the scary slope. Once 
at the bottom, they built a ferry to get themselves 
across the raging river, before they climbed and 
tried in vein to establish a route backup the other 
side. That’s when their hardships really began... 
Talk about pioneer grit and fortitude, garnished 
with a big dose of religious fervour.

Standing on the edge of that high cliff at Hole-
in-the-Rock and looking down to the waters of 
what was the Colorado River (and is now the 
man-made Lake Powell) the full enormity 

Roaming The Wild West
       Ron and Viv Moon explore  Southwest USA.

Roaming The Wild West 

Camping along the Great Western Trail.
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of what those pioneers achieved left us gob-
smacked. We wandered the cliff edge and 
climbed a short distance down the defile, all-
the-time shaking our heads in wonderment. 

With nobody around, and having spotted only 
a couple of we vehicles all day, we set up camp 
in the raw surrounds. 

Our travels in the Southwest of America 
started when we bought a second-hand Dodge 
Ram and fitted it with a Four Wheel Camper 
slide-on, before heading off for the more remote 
parts of the country.

In a country roughly the same size as Australia, 

and with a population of over 300 million, the 
pursuit of “getting remote” proves a little harder 
than you’d imagine, but it’s still possible. 

After leaving Hole-In-The-Rock, we set sail for 
a more renowned spot which rates pretty high on 
the bucket-list of most adventure seekers... 4.5 
million people visit the Grand Canyon every year, 
and while the popular viewpoints on the South 
Rim are crowded much of the time, the North 
Rim is far less so. There are a series of forest 
trails that run, East and West from Bridle Veil 
Lodge, to the heart of the North Rim that provide 
a bevy of camping spots that you can have all to 

yourself. It’s hard to believe, but it’s true. 
Once we’d finished at the North Rim, we 

headed to a place called Page; a location where 
the mighty Colorado River has carved another 
canyon, where amongst an incredible range 
of vistas, there is two pristine locations called 
Horseshoe Bend and Antelope Canyon.

Departing Page, we headed west and crossed 
the state line into Utah... Slipping off the blacktop 
(or “bitumen” as the Yanks call it) we entered the 
Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument; 
a vast area that links many of the nation’s 
finest national and recreational parks into a 

Moonie celebrates his 
visit to Delicate Arch 
in Arches NP.

Moonie takes a walk 
along the pioneer trail 
thru Capitol Gorge.

Free remote campsite 
in the BLM lands near 
Canyonlands NP.
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contagious 1.4 million hectares of protected lands. 
Our route through the National Monument 

took us along the Cottonwood Canyon Trail 
and some isolated camps along Cottonwood 
Creek, before coming to the rock formation of 
Grosvenor Arch and Kodachrome Basin State 
Park. Nearby is the popular and impressive 
Bryce Canyon National Park, but this spot gets 
pretty crowded, so we headed for the adjoining 
Dixie National Forest and the Great Western 

Trail which runs from the Mexico border in 
Arizona to the Canadian border in Montana and 
passes mainly through national forest and BLM 
(Bureau of Land Management).

We decided to we camp in a the heart of a small 
verdant meadow, at an altitude of 2500metres, 
and below a great white and red bluff dotted 
with pine and fir trees. A spring babbled from the 
ground just a few metres from our camp while 
deer eyed us warily from the surrounding cover 
of trees and scrub. 

The following day we rolled our way up into 
the higher country to the west of Escalante. 
One of the things I love about touring the 
West of America is the incredible variety you 
can witness in just an hour or so drive. One 
minute you’re in raw, red-rock country more 
akin to Australia’s desert country; and the next 
you’re travelling through verdant pine covered 
mountains dotted with lakes and cut by cool 
trickling streams. Again we found a choice of 
campsites – the Forestry Service providing 
some fabulous camping areas while, with just 
a bit more flexibility and effort, we could find a 
more isolated spot on a pine fringed meadow, 
all to ourselves. 

Horseshoe Bend on 
the Colorado River.

No one to be seen.

Horse riders enter 
Bryce Canyon.
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From our mountain top camp, we headed east 
along Hells Backbone and then onto the Burr 
Trail, leaving the Grand Staircase-Escalante 
NM and passing through the bottom section 
of the Capitol Reef NP in an impressive series 
of switchbacks as the trail dropped over the 
edge of the Waterpocket Fold - the dominating 
150-kilometre long feature of the national park.  

For the next few days, we wandered the back 
roads, mainly through BLM land, leading to Moab 
and the mind-blowing vistas of Canyonlands NP 
and the gravity defying rock formations of Arches 
NP. These two parks, and the surrounding 
country, offer some of the best scenery, walks 
and 4WD drive trails in all of the US. 

From Moab itself, you can partake in any 
choice of adventures... From hiring a rock 
crawler or ATV, to going rafting on the Colorado, 
climbing or abseiling some of the many sheer 
rock faces in the surrounding area, or horse 
riding or mountain biking on some of the high 
desert country trails that radiate from the town.   

After a somewhat disjointed wander through 
this four-wheel drive and adventure Mecca, we 
slipped into Colorado and headed into some 
fabulously rugged mountain country. Trouble 
was, while the main roads and highways were 
open, we were too early to travel the high 
mountain trails that were still closed under many 
feet of snow. We wandered the more beaten 

paths as we made our way south into New 
Mexico, before taking to rarely used trails in the 
wake of some of the Wild West’s most famous 
characters in Billy the Kid and Kit Carson... But 
that’s another story to be told in the future.  

View from  the North Rim 
of the Grand Canyon.

Hells Backbone Road 
is a beauty.

Road thru Capitol 
Gorge was once 
only way thru 
rugged range.
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TRAVEL PLANNERTRAVEL PLANNER

GETTING THERE
Numerous airlines fly from Australia direct to Los 
Angeles in the USA, and if you keep an eye on 
their websites, you can get some great bargains.

GETTING SOME WHEELS
Hire or buy?  For hiring a fully set-up RV start 
with Cruise America (www.cruiseamerica.com), 
but there are plenty of others, including Tonto 
Trails (www.tontotrails.com) who hire fully set 
up 4WD pick-ups with slide-on campers fitted 
or fully set-up 4WD Sportmobile rigs. If you’re 
planning on touring for longer than a couple 
of months, then buying a second hand rig is 
definitely a good choice. You’ll be surprised at 
what you can get for $10-20K. 

BEST TIME
Spring (April-May) is good for touring the desert 
country of the SW and is less crowded. Summer 
comes late in a lot of the high country, so access 
can be restricted due to deep snow off the main 
roads and highways, so it’s best to be flexible. 

MORE INFO
All the parks, reserves and forests have great 
websites where you’ll find a heap of info. For the 
national parks/monuments, start at: www.nps.
gov, or for the national forests visit: www.fs.fed.us.

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
controls nearly 107 million hectares of land in 
the West and much of this is available for touring 
and recreation: www.blm.gov. 

Water from this 
pump at Jupiter 
Well is absolutely 
beautiful.

Moonie takes a walk along the 
pioneer trail thru Capitol Gorge.

Dixie Deer are common.

Posey Lake In the 
Dixie Nat Forest.
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Robert Kubica takes off.
Jaanus Ree | Red Bull Content Pool

Andreas Mikkelsen 
checks out the damage. 

Andreas Mikkelsen,  
Ola Floene check their 
sticker damage.
Jaanus Ree   
Red Bull Content Pool
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The FIA World Rally Championship (WRC) 
pits drivers and production-based cars against 
some of the planet’s toughest and most varied 
conditions. 

Established in 1973, the WRC is widely 
regarded as the most challenging Motorsport 
Championship in the world. The roads on this 
epic motorsport adventure are spread across 
15 countries, with 13 rallies on everything 
from snow-packed forest tracks to rock-strewn 
mountain passes.

Each rally features a number (typically between 
15 and 25) of timed sections - known as stages - 
run on closed roads. Drivers battle one at a time 
to complete these stages as quickly as possible, 
with timing down to 1/10th second. Along the 
way, co-drivers read detailed pace notes that 
explain what is coming up ahead. Competitors 
drive to and from each stage on public roads, 
observing normal traffic regulations. Most rallies 
follow the same basic itinerary. This starts with 

two days of “reconnaissance” where each driver 
and co-driver practise the route; at limited speed, 
to make “pace notes” which is followed by what’s 
referred to as a “shakedown” – a full speed test of 
their rally car, before competition officially kicks off. 

The recent Neste Oil Rally Finland lived up to 
its punishing reputation on when its high-speed 
stages forced two Manufacturer Team World 
Rally Cars onto the retirement list. Volkswagen 
Motorsport driver, Andreas Mikkelsen, was the 
first to hit trouble when he rolled his Polo R into 
the scenery just one kilometre into the final 
stage, Himos. 

Mikkelses told WTW that Himos was a race 
stage he knew all too well; one that’s always 
been fast: ‘It had a new beginning this year and 
that’s where I went off. Basically, a pace note 
was a little bit too aggressive. I had “maybe flat” 
in my notes, and even though I lifted a bit, it 
wasn’t enough. The car caught the outside and 
dragged us in. Then we did some rolls. I couldn’t 

count how many, but it was quite a heavy one. 
I think we were quite lucky.’

The car was recovered to Volkswagen’s 
service base where the damage was found to be 
too extensive for Mikkelsen to be able to restart. 

Hyundai driver Hayden Paddon’s had recent run 
of terrific form came to an abrupt end approaching 
the finish of the very next stage. ‘It happened on a 
flat-out right that led into a left,’ explained Paddon, 
further adding. ‘To get the line you have to tuck 
in to the right of the right-hander. Unfortunately, 
there was a rock in there that we didn’t see and 
that broke the steering straightaway. From there 
on... We were just passengers. We went straight 
through the left-hander and into the trees on the 
other side. John Kennard (co-driver) and I are 
okay, but the front of the car looks a bit average.’ 

Back at the team’s base, the damage to car 
proved to be worse than average and the Kiwi 
crew was forced to retire.

Check out www.wrc.com
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Behind every cloud is a silver lining, and 
despite a one-day rain delay that forced the 
postponement of the most highly anticipated 
event of the weeklong Crankworx Whistler 
festival, Red Bull Joyride recently hit the 
mountain to showcase slopestyle mountain 
biking under near perfect weather conditions. 
The Red Bull Signature Series event featured 
18 of the world’s top athletes in a season-
defining showdown that marked the final stop of 
the Crankworx World Tour and the last required 
win for the Triple Crown of Slopestyle. 

Squamish local, Brandon Semenuk, took fist 
place; making this his third consecutive Red 
Bull Joyride victory. Flawless back to back runs 
that featured his signature technicality quickly 
put him in the lead in what was by far the most 
confident performance of his season, delivering 
big tricks including two cork 720s, an opposite 
truckdriver and backflip tailwhip to one foot can. 

Brandon told WTW: ‘The earlier part of the 
year was tough for me, and to finally get a good 
run down the hill felt so good after two 
events where I wasn’t riding my best. But I 
wanted so badly to put this one together and 
it kept unfolding the way I was hoping for.’ 

For Brett Rheeder, it was an opportunity 
to potentially make history as the first ever 
athlete to win all three stops of the Triple Crown 
series after a stellar season that saw him take 

the podium wins in both Crankworx Rotorua and 
Les 2 Alpes. Despite being the odds-on favorite 
to win the third stop in Whistler, falls on both his 
first and second runs unfortunately put him out 
of reach of the podium. 

Following hot on Semenuk’s heels was the 
USA’s Nicholi Rogatkin with a second place that 
saw him take the podium at Red Bull Joyride for 
the first time in his career. With two strong runs, 
he was within site of gold with a score of 93.80, 
only 3.04 points behind Brandon Semenuk. 
Third place went to Thomas Genon of Germany. 

Saturday’s rain was a blessing in disguise, 
arriving at a time when Whistler has seen 
some of the driest conditions for some time. 
Although wet conditions were deemed unsafe 
at the time of competition, the water helped to 
dampen the dusty course making the dirt much 
more compact by Sunday, giving riders the extra 
traction they hope for. 

‘The wind really mellowed out, making it pretty 
much perfect. It was a little exhausting, but it 

turned out really well,’ added Semenuk. 
Much of the crowd returned to the 

Whistler Plaza on Sunday with over 
25,000 hardcore mountain bike fans 
cheering from the sidelines. Red 

Bull Signature Series is presented 
by Samsung Milk Video and brought 

to a national audience in partnership with 

GoPro, Pennzoil Synthetics and Polaris RZR. 
Check out the top winning runs from Red Bull 

Joyride. All videos are open for embeding via 
the link below. 

redbull.ca/semenuk 
The ability to conquer nerves is what sets 

Brandon Semenuk apart, and he came through in 
fine style at #Joyride2015 to do just that. Semenuk 
took technicality to the extreme, bringing out two 
cork 720s, an opposite truckdriver, and a backflip 
tailwhip to one foot can.

CRANKWORX  
TRIPLE CROWN OF SLOPESTYLE  

INVADES WHISTLER, BC

STORY #2

Thomas Genon performs a tuck no hander.
Jussi Grznar  | Red Bull Content Pool

Yannick Granieri 
performs a tailwhip.

Brandon Semenuk 
performs an 

opposite truckdriver. 
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Competitors 
perform at the Red 
Bull Romaniacs in 

Sibiu, Romania.

Graham Jarvis of Great Britain 
performs during the fourth race day at 

the Red Bull Romaniacs in Sibiu. 

Alfredo Gomez of Spain.
Predrag Vuckovic

Red Bull Content Pool

Martin Freinademetz is a former multiple 
world and European snowboard champ who 
explored the Carpathians Mountain areas on 
his own enduro bike for many years, before 
coming up with the “Red Bull Romaniacs Hard 
Enduro Rallye”.

Held in Sibiu, Romania, the four-day, 600 
kilometre long Rallye takes in amazing 
geography; including gut-wrenching mountain 
climbs, fantastic single trails, and tracks never 
before crossed or ridden by offroad motorcycles. 

In 2015, Great Britain’s Jonny Walker 
managed to preserve his overall lead to put 
himself on the top step of the podium from 
Husqvarna duo Graham Jarvis (GBR) and 
Alfredo Gómez (ESP) when he snatched victory 
in a nail-biting final few minutes to make it two 
wins in two years. 

Due to the favuorable weather conditions 

throughout the race, there was not as much water 
in the “Appetizer” as usual, but there were still 
plenty of mean little pools, capable of swallowing 
whole bikes and riders. Only Jarvis passed 
through like a champ whereas everyone else 
was struggling in this section, including Walker. 

A few more drowned bikes and some fast 
riding later, the final cruel surprise was awaiting 
the riders in the famous Red Bull Romaniacs 
finish “Gusterita”. In addition to the already 
existing uphill, prolog master and “Folterknecht” 
new sections have been added just before the 
finish arch, causing utter carnage in front of a 
hard cheering crowd. 

Struggling slightly with the main uphill and couple 
of minutes ahead of Jarvis, who lost precious time 
in the mud hole, Walker was the first to arrive.

Jarvis, who kept chasing him nailed the finish-
uphill in the first attempt and kept flying towards 

Walker. One of the most breathtaking finishes 
unfolded, with Walker being stuck in the mud 
and Jarvis approaching. 

Jarvis pulled smoothly through the slippery 
section and passed Walker only meters away 
from the finish line. Once he had passed the Red 
Bull arch, Jarvis held his breath in anticipation, 
while Walker was struggling out of the mud and 
over the wet wood. But Walker pulled through 
and managed to snag the win.

Walker said: ‘It feels awesome to win again… 
It was a lot tougher than last year and I am 
looking forward to going home.’ 

Graham Jarvis said Walker’s win was 
thoroughly deserved: ‘Jonny was riding really 
well, I pushed hard, but it was very difficult to 
lose him during the day.’

Find out more about this crazy motorbike mud-
fest  www.redbullromaniacs.com/  

DROWNING 

MUD MOTORBIKES 

STORY #3
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BRADLEY SMITH EYES OFF 
PHILLIP ISLAND

Here we have Monster Yamaha Tech 3 Moto GPTM 

rider Bradley Smith railing a turn in the Indianapolis 
Moto GP in which he nailed a 6th place. Bradley 
was profiled in Anatomy of Speed last issue and at 
time of print was coming 5th in the Championship. 
Look out for him and the DEWALT power tools team 
at the Pramac Australian Motorcycle GP at Phillip 
Island between the  16th and 18th October 2015. 
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The name was the game from the very beginning 
– even if it was shortened a little: In 1924, the 
Nürtingen based baker’s son Albrecht Schnizler 
decided to move onwards and upwards. He 
founded the company Schnizler GmbH, in 
conjunction with Julius Closs, and started 
making and selling handheld drills. At the time, 
these were referred to as “Metallbohrdreher” 
in German. In 1929, the name of the tool was 
shortened to form the name of the company 
Metabowerke GmbH. The company operated 
by Schnizler, Closs and Walter Rauch, who 
joined in 1927, has gone by this name ever 
since. The middle of the twenties was, at first 
glance, not the ideal time to form a company. 

The world’s economy was dragging itself 
through the first great economic crisis. But every 
crisis is a breeding ground for winners and, in 
particular, in the more heavily industrialised 
Great Britain, industrial workers were happy to 
use the drills from Nürtingen to process metals. 
Thus at the end of the twenties, 80 percent of 
the company’s production was exported and 
the still young German industry had another 
successful representative to its name. In 1934, 
Metabo introduced their first powered drill onto 
the market, a product which helped the young 
company to rapidly rise to the top. 

CHARACTERISING 
THE MARKET WITH 
INNOVATION
In the years that followed, Metabo developed 
more and more innovations which shaped and 
continue to shape the power tool market today. 
In 1957 in Nürtingen, the world’s first series 
production facilities for impact drills started 
operating. With the Paint Planer, in 1997, 
Metabo brought a completely new type of tool 
for efficiently removing paint and varnish to the 
market. In 2011 the power tool manufacturer 

presented two further world’s 
firsts with a complete cordless 
programme for cutting, sanding 
and polishing of stainless steel 
and a cordless magnetic core 
drill. In 2013, Metabo introduced 

to the market the world’s first flat-head angle 
grinder, which can be used by professionals 
from all metal industries to process weld seams 
in angles up to 43 degrees. The unhindered 
innovative spirit can also be expressed in 
numbers. In 2013, Metabo will achieve around 
54 percent of their turnover with products that 
have not been on the market any longer than 
three years.

An important driving force behind these 
innovations is battery technology. Already in 
the middle of the 80’s, the Swabian middle-
sized company was the world’s first supplier 
to introduce a whole cordless family with 
screwdrivers, saws and sanders to the market. 

Metabo was one of the first power tool 
manufacturers to rely on lithium ion batteries 

It all started with a 
“Metallbohrdreher” 

(handheld drill)
How Metabo grew 

from small beginnings 
at the end of the 

1920s and became 
the worldwide active 

premium manufacturer 
of power tools that 

they are today.

The former 
“Sonnenbrauerei”

The first electric hand drill was 
developed in 1934.

The office building in 
Steinachwiesen began in 
1953 and which are still in 
use today.
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for their cordless tools, and that since 2005. 
Since January 2012, the company is the world’s 
first power tool manufacturer to offer battery 
packs with 4.0 Ampere hours (Ah) as part of 
its programme with the Ultra-M Technology. 
That was no reason for Metabo’s developers 
to rest on their laurels however. One year after 
the world premiere of 4.0 Ah battery packs, 
Metabo again was the first manufacturer in the 
world to introduce the next, even more powerful 
generation with 5.2 Ah for the 18 V range to the 
market. Having the same size and weight as the 
previous generation with 3.0 Ah, the new battery 
packs offer 75 percent more charging capacity. 
For craftsmen this means that you can go 75 
percent further with one battery charge. The 
interplay of intelligent battery management, 
patented Air Cooled charging technology, 
single cell monitoring and process-controlled 
charging and discharging management is the 
core module of the Ultra-M Technology. The 
battery packs combine extremely short charge 
cycles with long service life and little weight and 
naturally an efficiency that opens up more and 
more application areas to cordless power tools. 

Rotary hammers, professional angle grinders 
or even cordless hedge trimmers can, thanks to 
lithium ion technology, now truly fulfill the needs 
of the users in the form of cordless tools. Now 
that they are capable of such applications, these 
cordless tools have considerable advantages 
over cabled tools. When it comes to professional 
use, time is everything. Cordless tools can be 
used, anywhere and everywhere, but a user 
with a mains powered tool must always first 
hunt down the appropriate power socket. This 
costs time and literally reduces the freedom 
of movement of the user. And another thing: 
Metabo gives a 3 year guarantee on all its 
Li-Power battery packs.

POWER TOOLS FOR 
PROFESSIONALS
“When it comes to the development of our 
tools, we take our orientation from the needs 
and requirements of professional users only”, 
emphasised Horst W. Garbrecht, the man who 
has been chairman at the head of the company 
since mid 2009. The 46 year old engineer 
immediately entered the power tool sector 
after completing his studies in engineering and 
power engineering. As a result, he knows both 
the market and its quirks well. The requirements 
of the professional user are also familiar to 
Garbrecht since prior to his studies he completed 
an apprenticeship as toolmaker. 

0172/2 metabomatic

Sb EDV 1000/2 
S-electronic R+L

Logo from 
1950 to 1955

Logo from 
1955 to 1967

Logo from 
1967 to 1975

1923: Albrecht Schnizler builds 
the first hand drill no.18 in his 
parent's bakery in Nürtingen.

1924: Schnizler G.m.b.H. is
founded. Julius Closs, owner of the 
former “Sonnenbrauerei” brewery 
in Nürtingen, is one of the founders

The company moves into the 
“Sonnen-brauerei” premises 
which had been converted into the 
Nürtingen Industrial Centre

The company‘s current name 
comes from of the standard 
German term for metal rotary drills,
“Metallbohrdreher” Metabo. 

1927: Walter Rauch joins the 
company as head of domestic and 
foreign sales. 

1932: The company 
reorganises as Metabowerke 
Closs, Rauch & Schnizler KG. 

1934: The first electric hand 
drill is developed: the legendary 
Metabo no. 750 with 120 watts of 
power, a drilling capacity of 6.5mm 
and 1,200 rpm. 

1945: After suffering only minor 
damage during the war, three-
quarters of the plant burns down in 
late autumn.  Reconstruction work 
continues until 1948.

1957: The Metabo 7608 is the 
first mass-produced impact drill. It 
cost a month‘s wages at that time. 

1966: The first angle 
grinders featuring the new Metabo 
S-automatic torque limiting clutch. 

1969: The new office building 
in Steinachwiesen is ready for 
use. This completes the relocation 
to new premises which began in 
1953 and which are still in use 
today. The first impact drill with 
electronic speed control enters 
onto the market. 

1981: The first 1000 Watt 
impact drill with electronic speed 
stabilisation.

THE STANDOUT MOMENTS IN TIME

Albrecht Schnizler Julius Closs

Walter Rauch

“Metallbohrdreher” 
Hand drill no. 18

Catalogue no. 529 
(1929)

Company logo 
around 1929

Plant reconstruction 1945 to 1948

Machine shop around 1930

Logo from 1975 to 1999
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The Swabian, Garbrecht, is also the 
representative for a new orientation of company 
strategy. Under his guidance, Metabo is 
concentrating on the two core target groups, 
metal as well as construction and renovation, 
and on power tools for mobile use. These two 
sites were primarily responsible for producing 
stationary woodworking tools. In addition, 
Garbrecht wants to reinforce the typical 
strengths of an innovative medium-sized 
Swabian company. These are characterised 
by innovative spirit and, above all, flexibility. 
“Under certain circumstances, we are interested 
in product groups that generate tool sales that 

are too low for the really big companies in 
our market sector,” says Garbrecht. In this 
way, Metabo not only produces the “classic 

tools”, from impact drills to angle grinders and 
acts as full range supplier for current power 
tools, they can also bring to market, for example, 
an entire range of tools designed specifically for 
processing stainless steel. Or a cordless core 
drill. “These types of tools are designed to meet 
the very specific requirements of our customer 
groups,” says Garbrecht. In order to ensure that 
these requirements are ever present within the 
company, the developers and product managers 
visit the customers, and Metabo has acquired 
two target group managers who act internally 
as representatives of the customer ensuring 
that their needs are constantly kept in mind. 
“We are happy to see passionate DIY experts 
purchasing our products, but we develop the 
tools solely with a view to professional users,” 
emphasises Garbrecht.

A MEDIUM-SIZED 
COMPANY WITH A 
WORLDWIDE REPUTATION
In 2014, Metabo celebrated it’s 90th anniversary. 
There have been several changes since the 
foundation in 1924 – but also a lot remained 
the same. The founders’ families have retained 
a share of ownership, the export rate in 2012 
is around 80 percent, and the desire to lend a 
helping hand to professionals in industry and 
trade by providing them with first-class tools to 
meet their needs is a desire that is fulfilled every 
day. Over the years, Metabo has registered in 

excess of 500 patents and utility models. 
The 150 employees in the 1930s have 

become 1,800 today. These work at both 
sites in Nürtingen and Shanghai. A dense 

network consisting of 23 sales subsidiaries and 
more than 100 importers secures the company a 
presence throughout the world. A medium-sized 
Swabian company with a global reputation.

For more information and to see the latest 
innovations in the Metabo power tool range go 
to metabo.com.au or get on and follow them on 
facebook, search: Metabo-Australia. 

1999: The Metabo Group is
formed and takes over Elektra 
Beckum in Meppen.

2000: The first generation 
of angle grinders is fitted with the 
Metabo marathon motor. 

2002: Metabo 
creates a new category 
of compact cordless 
screwdrivers by introducing the  
“Power Grip®”. 

2005: Metabo 
converts their 
cordless range to 

lithium-ion technology. 

2007: Metabo reorganises 
their production works, opening of 
the factory in Shanghai. 

2010: Metabo 
introduces a full 
range of stainless 

steel processing tools.

2011: Metabo offers one of 
the most comprehensive range 
of cordless tools on the market. 
Metabo sets new standards in metal 
processing with the world‘s first 
cordless core drill and INOX range. 

2012: Metabo 
introduces the world‘s 
first 4.0 Ah battery.

2013: Metabo introduce 2 
world firsts, with the flat head angle 
grinder and 5.2Ah battery. 

2014: Metabo release the 
generation of compact angle 
grinders including the 
worlds first 1700w 
125mm angle 
grinders.

2015: 
Metabo introduce the worlds first 
High Density Lithium Ion 6.2Ah 
battery. Metabo also extend there 
renovation and construction range 
including new long neck sanders.

Logo 1999 
to 2004

Logo for 
the 75th 
anniversary

5.2Ah battery.

Flat head angle grinder.

Shanghai.
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WITH $2500 OF  
BONUS ACCESSORIES

*Terms and conditions apply. Finance provided by CNH Industrial Capital Australia Pty Limited (AFSL 286664) to approved business applicants. Finance rate of 3.99% available on new IVECO Daily 50C Cab-Chassis with with factory-fitted 3 way 
tipper over a 60 month term with 30% balloon. Ordered and delivered before 29/2/2016. Contact your local IVECO dealer for full details.

3  W A Y  T I P P E R

Soon to arrive in Australia, the Iveco Daily factory-fitted 3 way tipper provides a payload of up to 1.5 tonnes  
and will allow you to tip left, right and backwards.  Add to this, features like Sat Nav, cruise control, multimedia 

system, heated driver’s seat and the class-leading Hi-Matic 8-speed automatic transmission, and you have  
the ultimate tipper truck. These trucks will genuinely make life easier for any tipper operator,  

so hang off buying your next tipper until you test drive the new Daily.

TO MAKE YOUR PURCHASE EASIER WE’RE OFFERING YOU  
FINANCE OF 3.99% OVER 5 YEARS*  AND $2500 OF BONUS ACCESSORIES 

This latest model Iveco Daily tipper is due to arrive in Australia in October, so contact  
your nearest Iveco dealer now on 1800 4 IVECO to book in a test drive. 

INCLUDING NUDGE BAR, TOW BAR KIT, BONNET  
AND HEAD LAMP PROTECTORS AND FLOOR MATS
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TOP AUSSIE TRADIES 
CELEBRATE VICTORY

Twenty-six of Australia’s top apprentices, 
trainees and students are celebrating a fantastic 
team effort at the recent 43rd WorldSkills 
Competition in São Paulo, Brazil.

The Australian team, known as the Skillaroos, 
proved to be fierce competition for the other 62 
countries vying for the coveted title of World 
Champion; earning a combined total of three 
silver and two bronze medals, and eleven 
medallions of excellence.

Over 1,200 competitors converged on 
213,000m² of competition space at São Paulo’s 
Anhembi Park – roughly 10 times the playing 
area of the Melbourne Cricket Ground.  There 
was a lot to see and do for spectators including 
leaders in industry, education and government, 
with a host of educational activities in addition to 
competition across 50 skill categories.

The competition itself wasn’t without hiccups. 
Just ask Dylan Di Martino, who had a rough time 
on day-two of competition. 

‘It wasn’t a good day. Everything that could go 
wrong did go wrong. Copper was kinking and 
then it split, so it had to get replaced.  Then I 
was running short in time in the end, so I had to 
sacrifice quality to get it in on time and pass the 
pressure test.’ Despite the challenges he faced, 
Dylan performed well and managed to secure a 
bronze medal in Plumbing & Heating.

The final day of competition was filled with a 
myriad of emotions and plenty of happy tears 
from all involved as the Aussies finally had a 
chance to breathe and let the significance of the 
moment sink in.

Chief International Expert in Bricklaying, Troy 
Everett, said that he was particularly proud 

of bronze medalist, Sam Spong: ‘I think Sam 
went extremely well, especially considering the 
challenges he has encountered in training and 
at the competition. I was particularly proud of 
how he fought to very last second of the comp 
and toughed it out when he was faced with 
challenging decisions.’

Construction Metal Work competitor, Michael 
James, told WTW he’s proud of his work and 
learnt a lot from the experience.

‘I would encourage the next Skillaroos to 
train, train, train. You can never do too much 
training, and it teaches you to stick to a time 
schedule and be more prepared for what it takes 
to compete at an international level. Above all, 
it’s a great journey. We have memories that will 
last a lifetime and guide us all to strive to do our 
best as tradies.’  

TOP AUSSIE TRADIES 
CELEBRATE VICTORY
AT BIGGEST SKILL COMPETITION IN THE WORLD

Opening Ceremony.

Michael James. Sam Spong.
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Brought to you by
Tested by Matty Page

I’ve owned a well-known gas finishing nailer 
for some time now and I’ve been pretty happy 
with it, but then I started testing the brand new 
DEWALT DCN660P2-XE.

This battery operated two speed finishing nailer 
is only a touch heavier than my existing gas one, 
however the ergonomics and balance are great 
so the weight difference is inconsequential. 
That said, you can notice the 1Kg that has been 
shaved off  the previous model. 

I had around 2,200 nails to get into treated-
pine screening on the day I tested this finishing 
nailer. I pulled the trigger for the first time and 
there was no gas explosion... The tool was 
much more quiet and powerful than anything 
I used previously. 

Flicking the switch over to rapid fire or "Bump 

Mode", I was able to fire off around 2-3 nails 
per second in quick succession with no 
jamming or misfires. The depth drive on this 
tool is very quickly and easily adjusted using the 
conveniently placed thumb wheel and the non-
mar pad kept the finishes undamaged.

The 5Ah battery lasted the entire day and 
easily saw out the 2,200 or so nails I punched 
out and with the tool being gasless and boasting 
no downtime between charging, I can say 
I'm pretty impressed by DEWALT’s efforts on 
this one. Productivity increased; noise was 
massively decreased, and everything was just 
easy and effortless. If you’re in the market for a 
new nailer, or even thinking about upgrading, 
definitely give the DEWALT 18v BRUSHLESS 
a go... My old gun is going on eBay. 

TRADIE TOUGH TESTAPPROVED

DEWALT  
RAPID FIRE

DEWALT DCN660P2-XE Brushless 
Finishing Nailer
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Depth Adjust.

Nice package.

Easy to load.

2,198, 2199...

Bump Fire 
Mode is 

exceptional.

Designed for use on soft (63mm nails) and hard 
wood (50mm nails) interior trim such as coving, 
architraves and skirting boards
Nice and Compact: We liked how this nailer 
is design to fit between 400mm centre studs.

Pricing and availability:
The suggested retail price of the DEWALT 
Brushless 16Ga finish nailer including GST is 
highlighted below and will be available from 
authorised DEWALT stockist from November:
DCN660N-XE 18V XR Bare Unit RRP $549
DCN660P2-XE 18V XR 5AH Kit RRP $859

For more info go to:  
www.guaranteedtough.com.au
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Diablo has been an industry leader in many 
of its products over the years, so I was 
pretty keen to whip these brand new STEEL 
DEMON extreme metal cutting blades into 
the reciprocating saw and hack into whatever 
metals/ high strength steel I could find.

We had a powerful Bosch Blue reciprocating 
saw (GSA 1300 PCE Professional) and 
loaded one of the Diablo blades. I found some 
old metal fencing and an iron pipe from an 
old septic tank I've been meaning to chop out 
for years. I started with 20mm x 20mm solid 
steel fencing; the speed at which the blade 
ran through the steel was astonishing. I noted 
at the time that I could not have cut through 
that with my angle grinder as fast. Then came 
the 50mm iron pipe... We switched to a longer 
blade (9''), and it not only cut super quick, 

Brought to you by
Tested by Matty Page

TRADIE TOUGH TESTAPPROVED

Game  
Changers

The world’s first carbide 

tipped reciprocating saw 

blades for thick steel cutting, 
read on to see how they went.

Matty in full 
"power stance".

Words: Matt Page  |  Images: Hucker
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but there was minimal high velocity debris 
and no sparking. The blade, with its teeth 
intact and sharp, was still going strong after 
25-30 cuts. This is un-heard of with standard 
bi-metal blades, which would usually turn into 
a toothless, blunt jab-stick. 

The Diablo Steel Demon blades are the first 
carbide tip blades designed thick for metal 
and offer around 20x the performance of a 
standard bi-metal blade. They definitely cut 
faster than any blade I’ve used and are well 
worth the extra few dollars. Don't waste your 
precious time, or money on anything else. 
This blade gets the Tradie Tough Test stamp 
of approval.

We tested the 4", 6" & 9" Demon blades 
and they range from $20- $42. Go to: 
thegamechanger.com for more info.

Carbide cutters.

Fast and clean cuts.
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Brought to you by
Tested by Matty Page

FESTOOL HKC 55 
CORDLESS PORTABLE CIRCULAR SAW

Words: Matt Page  |  Images: Paul Skinner

TRADIE TOUGH TESTAPPROVED
Despite 6 cups of coffee 
Matty's cuts were still  
straight and perfect!
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Festool has once again upped the ante 
with the release of their brand-new HKC 55 
Cordless Circular Saw and FSK guide rail, 
which have been carefully designed down to 
the smallest detail. 

The 18V HKC 55 has a brushless EC-TEC 
motor and with 4.2Ah batteries, packs some 
serious portable cutting power. Use together with 
the new guide rail and you also have portable 
precision. The HKC 55 and the FSK guide rail 
can couple together for effortless transport up 
a scaffold or roof and then are easily detached 
using the quick-release fastener. 

The stop system, with fixed positioning pin and 
adjustable angle stop for cuts up to 60 degrees, 
is great in both directions and even the most 
common angle settings click into place,which is 
a great time-saving and precise feature!  

Another thing I liked is this saws unique 
plunge cut feature that can adjust to preset 
cutting depths.

Everything is a pleasure to use on the 
Festool HKC 55 and could not be easier, which 
significantly increases productivity on the job 
site. The depth adjuster allows for millimetre 
increments, which I found really useful. It can 
also be used in conjunction with the plunge 
cutting feature, spring loaded protective hood 
and guide wedge. 

I really liked the convenient position of the 
added lever which sits near the handle to control 
the pendulum hood, allowing for easier sawing. 

Ergonomics on the new HKC 55 are amazing. 
The tool has an excellent centre of gravity, which 
is great for cutting back rafters or where good 
balance is needed. It just feels right to hold and 
everything is located in easy-to-see positions.

Festool are the inventors of the guide rail 
system for this type of application and if you 
haven’t used one, then you don’t know what 
you are missing out on. Its makes clean, 
straight cuts so simple. The new FSK guide rail 
is available in three different lengths, 250mm, 
420mm and 670mm with specially designed 

guide rail bags available to protect them. 
Its also worth noting for existing Festool owners 

that accessories from the TS range can be used 
with this saw plus there's three different blades 
available for different quality cuts. 

If you are looking at entering the amazing 
Festool world, the HKC 55 truly is the Rolls 
Royce of saws! Check out the full list of features; 
there are way too many for just a few words to 
do them justice. Have a go of one and you will 
be hooked!

Visit: www.festool.com.au

Easy!

Safe!

In the bag.

Like most quality 
Festool products, you 
can simply clean up 
as you go.
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Bosch Blue has released a great little 136mm 
18Volt Circular Saw that’s designed for quick 
and precise cuts into a variety of materials. 
However, its main feature is the efficiency of 
virtually spark free metal cuts. 

The Bosch GKM18V LI is very compact, 
lightweight and feels great in your hands. It's 
also easily hung from your belt with the handy 
belt hook that’s great for roofers, or working 
on ladder, etc. Don't let its lack of size fool you 
though... This little beast has plenty of cutting 
power, and a no load speed of 4250rpm which 
allows fast cuts away from drop saws. 

We tested the saw with the Bosch Blue 4ah 
battery and it lasted very well with general 
cutting through the day. If you team it up with  
Bosch Blues' monstrous new 6 ah, you’ll be 
cutting for days without a charge. 

I noticed how well the Bosch cuts through its 
materials and it was very easy to follow my marks 
due to the clear cutting window and bright LED 
light. Depth adjustment was also super easy 
with the large lever very conveniently located on 
the left hand side of the saw. The steel footplate 
was typical Bosch Blue professional quality. 

The speed of the saw has been optimised for 

Metal Cuts
We test the Bosch Blue GKM 18 V-LI Professional 136mm 
cordless metal circular saw, a compact saw designed for 
metal cuts around the jobsite.   Words: Matt Page  |  Images: Hucker

Brought to you by
Tested by Matty Page

TRADIE TOUGH TESTAPPROVED
Matty Sizes Up the lil shredder.
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metal, builders with metal stud walls, sparkies 
for uni-strut, or with general construction. It’s 
well worth the money and will end up saving 
loads of time by eliminating multiple trips to the 
drop saw, along with the hassle of tangled cords 
or rigging up an un-powered site. Check out 
this tool and more of the Bosch Blue range for 
professionals at: 

bosch-pt.com.au/au/en/professional 

. 
Power 18V
No load speed 4,250rpm
Depth of cut – 90°  50mm
Bore diameter 20mm
Blade size  136mm
Weight incl. Battery (4ah)  2.7kg
Price Guide: RRP $349.00 (skin only)

GKM 18V-LImetal cutting and a few benefits of this that we 
noticed were a minimal need for extra finishing 
and minimal discolouration around the cut 
area.  One huge benefit of a compact, cordless 
circular saw is that there’s marked reduction in 
user fatigue after numerous cuts; something 
we’re always impressed with when testing a 
saw in this category.  

This saw is fantastic for roofers cutting sheet 

2mm Steel Cut was very fast.

No burs and 
no steel 
discoloration.

1mm Gal. no Burrs.
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NEWS & VIEWS

Founded in 1975 in Melbourne, Australia’s largest manufacturer and 
distributor of aftermarket 4WD accessories, ARB, is pleased to offer  an 
extensive range of accessories for the recently released Nissan Navara 
NP300. Designed and engineered with strength and practicality in mind, 

ARB’s range of gear includes front, rear, side and under body protection as 
well as the Classic canopy, canopy roof rack, Air Lockers, rated recovery 
points and more. Side rails and protection steps integrate with the Summit 
bull bar, offering protection to vulnerable quarter and door panels. A 50mm, 

HITACHI’S DEEP CUT 165MM 
BRUSHLESS CIRCULAR SAW

ARB KITS 
OUT THE 

NEW 
NISSAN 
NAVARA 

NP30

The revolutionary new 18V Slide Brushless 
165mm Deep Cut Circular Saw from Hitachi 
reaches depths that most 184mm circular saws 
cannot. The C18DBAL achieves a remarkable 
66mm depth of cut making it one of the deepest 
cutting cordless circular saws on the market. 
This amazing feat has been made possible 
through a very clever design that utilises the 
legendary Hitachi brushless motor reducing 
size and weight while increasing power and 
performance. Not only will the C18DBAL cut 
deep, but the rotation speed-change- over-
function allows dual mode settings. The silent 
mode setting reduces the max motor RPM 
enabling efficient work with less noise and 
when the load increases during silent mode, 
the tool will automatically switch over to power 
mode and revert back to silent mode when 
the load decreases. As always, Hitachi has 
included state of the art safety features such as 
overload protection that cuts off the power to 
the motor in the event of overloading the motor. 
The C18DBAL is also fitted with further safety 
features such as soft start to reduce kick back 

on start-up and an electric brake that rapidly stop 
blade rotation once the trigger is released. At 
only 3.2kg and 294mm in length with centre-
balanced form, the C18DBAL is one of the most 
lightweight and compact cordless circular saws 
on the market. The Hitachi C18DBAL includes, 
as standard, a high quality TCT blade and 
wrench and for added peace of mind, Hitachi 
offers the C18DBAL with a 3year warranty.
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The Bobcat® T450 is nimble, rugged, tough and 
compact machine – only 1490 mm wide – that’s 
been packed with more power and more speed. 
And now the operator experience has been 
given an overhaul with superior cabin space and 
design. The operator is treated to an improved 
suspension seat and mounted ergonomic 
controls, along with reduced vibrations and 
noise inside the cab. The 61-horsepower engine 
is a 25-percent horsepower increase over the 
previous model. The hydraulic systems on 
M-Series loaders have been designed for higher 
pressure 3,300 psi.  This provides increased 
attachment performance and more attachment 
possibilities. Hydraulic flow and engine 
horsepower on the T450 are matched perfectly 
to the loader’s rated operating capacity, size 
and weight; producing a loader that outperforms 
higher-horsepower compact loaders. A unique 
cab-forward design positions the operator closer 

to the working area of the machine and provides 
unmatched visibility in all directions. The new 
loader has the largest cab door opening on the 
market for easy entry and exit, offering superior 
visibility to the cutting edge of the bucket and 

the corners of an attachment. The operator can 
see the space around them and the machine 
more clearly; providing the powerful Bobcat® 
T450 superior manoeuvrability and accuracy.  
Visit: www.clarkequipment.com. 

BOBCAT®  
T450 COMPACT 

TRACK 
LOADER

3.5t tow hitch enables heavy trailers, caravans or boats to be connected 
with ease, while also allowing the use of a hitch mounted recovery point. 
Manufactured from tough ABS thermoplastic, the canopy can be colour 
coded to suit the NP300’s paintwork.  Designed for use with an ARB bull 

bar, ARB rated recovery points are mounted directly to the vehicle chassis 
via high tensile bolts. Rated to 8000kg, the NP300 recovery point attaches 
to the left or right hand side of the vehicle, or both, depending on customer 
preference. Visit: www.arb.com.au 



58 WHAT TRADIES WANT.58 WHAT TRADIES WANT.

Founded in 1973 by Willibald Noethen 
in Solingen, Germany, NWS has always 
produced hand tools to meet the highest 
demands. Today NWS is an internationally 
known and respected brand for high quality 
pliers and hand tools engineered and 
manufactured in Germany. NWS’ success is 
rooted in its product engineering that always 
lives its high quality, enhanced functions 
and an innovative design philosophy. The 
combination of tried-and-tested manual 
production techniques and state-of-the-art 
machine processes guarantees first class 
quality and the ideal balance between tradition 
and innovation. Safe and ergonomic design, 
environmental compatibility, high-grade 
materials and inventive detailed tool solutions 
are the focus of development and production 
processes. NWS is not only growing and 
constantly improving their products, but also 
increasing their global market presence. The 
new range of top-quality NWS German pliers 
are now exclusively available in the tool shop 
at Bunnings Warehouse. 

NWS BOASTS 
FUNCTIONALITY AND QUALITY
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Iveco’s new Daily cab chassis range provides operators with 
power, strength, comfort and payload, making it perfect if you’ve 
outgrown the Ute. With a 2.4t payload, 3.5t braked towing 
capacity and choice of powerful engines, the trip to work has 
never been easier.  The top of the range 3-litre, twin turbo diesel 
engine provides market-leading power and torque of 150kW 
(205hp) and 470Nm, ensuring there’s plenty of grunt to handle 
the heaviest loads. Trucks are available in a 6-speed manual 
or new 8-speed full automatic transmission.  The automatic 
is an industry-leading transmission offering seamless power 
delivery. The Daily’s interior offers a sophisticated environment 
with completely redesigned dashboard with emphasis on 
intuitive placement of all dials and controls. Extra comfort comes 
courtesy of mechanically suspended seats. There’s also FM/
AM tuner; CD/mp3 player; USB drive via USB input on the 
dashboard, AUX input; Bluetooth connectivity and radio and 
phone controls on the steering wheel.  The unit also features an 
integrated 4x20W amplifier. Whatever your line of work, there’s 
a Daily model to suit your needs.

IVECO DAILY 
BUILT FOR 

TRADE

Road and 
Work Injury 
Experts

Email: mailbox@carewlawyers.com.au 
Website: www.carewlawyers.com.au 

(07) 3236 1528Call:

• All work injuries 

• Car, bike, pedestrian and all road injuries

• Total disablement (TPD) claims

• Super Claims

• Asbestos and Dust diseases
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NEWS & VIEWS

LEICA  
DISTO™ D410

The new Leica DISTO™ D410 stands for easy 
and effortless outdoor distance measurement. 
The Digital Viewfinder allows accurate targeting 
and reliable results. The 4x zoom, the Leica 
DISTO™ D410 takes measurements with 
perfect accuracy and even in unfavourable 
light conditions. This is a real advantage when 
working outside in sunny weather. The dust-
proof and water jet protected housing and 
keypad are especially sealed against water 
and dust. Cleaning under running water. The 
range and accuracy of the Leica DISTO™ D410 
are tested to ISO-16331-1. That means it has a 
long range of 150 m and achieves an extremely 
high accuracy of ± 1 mm; not only under perfect 
laboratory conditions, but also in everyday use 
on site.The Leica Disto D410 is your ultimate 
site partner for indoor and outdoor use. Visit: 
crksurveyshop.com.au. 

Pelican Products Australia has announced 
that their Pelican™ Spacecase™ product 
line now boasts a 3 Year Warranty. This 
statement is a demonstration of Pelican’s 
confidence in the unparalleled quality of the 
Pelican™ Spacecase™ range of commercial 
and consumer cases.  

Designed for the demanding needs of the 
off-road market, these modular storage and 
transit containers are extremely durable, 
lightweight and are resistant to dust, water, 
chemicals, and oil. 

Standard features include interlocking ribs 
for secure non-slip stacking, comfortable 

rubber grip handles and 
recessed hardware. UV 
stabilized polyethylene 
ensures  a  durab le 
construction resistant 
to the elements. The 
reinforced corners and 

edges provide greater strength in protecting 
valuable equipment. 

Capable of storing equipment of various 
sizes, the Pelican™ Spacecase™ containers 
fit nicely into a work truck or an off-road vehicle. 
Perfect for plumbers, builders, electricians or 
any tradie who needs a secure and durable 
storage solution. Also, great for camping and 
boating gear. 

Available in an extensive range of sizes, 
Pelican™ Spacecase™ containers can be 
purchased through Pelican’s Authorised 
Dealer network. For more information, visit 
Pelican.com/Spacecase and check out the 
new extended warranty details. 

URL: http://www.pelican.com/spacecase  

PELICAN™ 
NOW OFFERS 

A 3YEAR 
WARRANTY 
ON THEIR 
PELICAN™ 

SPACECASE™ 
CONTAINERS
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MILWAUKEE® INTRODUCES THE 
NEW M18 82MM PLANER 

NEWS & VIEWS

Milwaukee Power Tools are proud to introduce 
the long awaited M18 82mm Planer, a pertinent 
addition to the evolving M18 platform. Favoured 
by a range of trade professionals, the new 
M18 Planer was built to deliver maximum 
performance, portability and productivity for 
users with each application. 

Boasting a powerful motor and a depth 
capacity of up to 2mm, the new M18 Planer is 
equipped with 20 depth adjustment positions, 
allowing for precise depth control. For added 
user convenience, the depth adjustment knob 
does not rotate past the 0 or 2mm setting which 
provides reassurance for users to identify 
what depth they are cutting without needing to 
re-zero the dial. 

Featuring a winning combination of power 
and control, the M18 Planer is designed for 
fast and meticulous stock removal on soft and 
hard woods. Including a left or right chip ejection 
feature allows the user to aim shavings away 
from their eyes or the work surface, leading to a 
more productive and safe work area when they 
are not using the supplied dust bag. 

Coming soon to your nearest authorised 

Milwaukee dealer, the new M18 Planer is 
another example of Milwaukee’s commitment to 
offering advanced solutions for tradesmen. For 
further information on Milwaukee’s full product 
offering please visit milwaukeetools.com.au.

FEATURES
• Powerful motor delivers fast material removal 
at 14,000rpms.

• Max depth adjustment knob of 0 - 2mm cut 
capacity in a single pass. 

• Depth adjustment knob with 20 locking 
positions at 0.1mm intervals.

• Rebate capacity of 10.7mm.
• Chip ejection switch allows the user to select 
left or right chip exhaust. 

• Spring loaded kickstand prevents 
blade from marring the finished 
surface. 

• Bevel/Edge guide 
allows the user to make 
straight rebate and 
bevel cuts up to 45°.

• 82mm reversible 
TCT blades. 

SPECS 
Model number: M18BP-0
Voltage: 18V 
No Load Speed: 14,000rpm
Planing Width: 82mm
Max Planing Depth: 2mm
Rebate Depth: 10.7mm
Chip Ejection: Left or Right 
Blade: Double Edge Carbide
Bevel/Edge Guide: Yes 
Electronic Brake: Yes 
Dust Bag: Yes
Length (Tool Only): 315mm
Weight (Tool Only): 2.80kg
Supplied in: Carton
Warranty: 5 Years
RRP: $249.99 (Tool only, Batteries 
and Charger Sold Separately) 
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Australia’s largest Motorcycle Expo featuring the biggest display of new Motorcycles, Scooters, ATV’s, UTV’s & PWC’s.  Display 
bikes including Customs, Cafe Bikes, Classics, Vintage, Cruisers & Sports Performance. Plus Accessories, Apparel, Aftermarket 
products, services and a huge clearance sale. Adult and Children’s Test Rides, Live Motorcycle Entertainment, Special Guests, 
interactive displays plus  Head2Head EnduroCross.

Friday 20th – Sunday 22nd November    SYDNEY OLYMPIC PARK

SYDNEY
MOTORCYCLE
SHOW

www.SydneyMotorcycleShow.com.au

For tickets and show informations visit www.SydneyMotorcycleShow.com.au
       www.facebook.com/SydneyMotorcycleShow

managed by

supported by

presented by
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DESTINATION 

EDEN
Joel Ryan drops anchor at a NSW 

South Coast fishing hot spot.

The author... 
Swimming a 
Striped Marlin 
ready for release.
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When it comes to fishing options, the NSW South Coast town of Eden is a 
tough place to go past. Highly sought after species from Flathead to Marlin, and 
everything in between, can be targeted at various times of the year.

This historical little fishing town, made famous by the whaling fleets of the 
1800s, is situated on the shores of Twofold Bay; approximately 100 kilometres 
(62 mi) to the north of the border between Victoria and New South Wales. The 
bay, which boasts a natural deep-water harbour, provides safe offshore passage 
for fishing boats of all sizes. 

With such a vast array of fish species available in NSW south coast waters, the 
fishing options from towns, such as Eden, really aren’t limited to a certain time 
of year to visit.  For the die-hard anglers, there’s a variety of accommodation, 
restaurants and service stations to cater for a long stint of fishing. However, 
if the weather turns ordinary, there’s a plethora of inland freshwater fishing 
options available.

In this issue of WTW, we’re going to focus on Yellowtail Kingfish and Striped 
Marlin: two of the region’s most popular species that have a magnetic effect on 
anglers looking for a high-prized fighting fish. 
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KINGFISH
Kingfish are pound-for-pound, one of the 
hardest fighting fish in the world. 

They’re also dirty fighters, willing to do 
whatever they can to bust anglers off as they 
take off back to their reef. One of the most 
attractive aspects of fishing for Kingies is that 
they’re a schooling fish, and once they fire up on 
the bite, the action can be hot and last for hours.

During the summer months, when the 
conditions are favourable, most of the rocky 
headlands will hold fish. Most notable is the 

Green Cape Lighthouse, south of Twofold Bay 
in Eden, which regularly produces Kingfish 
thanks to the convergence of currents close 
to the rock ledges. Eden holds large schools 
of Kingfish ranging from just legal size (65cm) 
to large 20+kg models at varying times of the 
year. And most like anywhere, said Kingfish 
can be caught using various methods such as 
trolling lures, casting, jigging and live baits with 
the latter two being the most popular with the 
Eden fishery. 

Tackle can be matched to suit the size of the 

fish that are being caught, which can make for 
some great fun when you go down to the light 
stuff. The majority of the Kingfish caught are 
in the 5-10kg size range, so most anglers use 
outfits of 15-30pound braided or monofilament 
lines matched to an equivalent rod and reel 
combo. The Kingfish schools off Eden are also 
generally found in water over 30m deep. Green 
Cape Lighthouse does not have the same seal 
problem, which other locations like Montague 
Island have, and therefore anglers can take their 
time and enjoy getting their fish to their boat.  

Releasing a nice 
Striped Marlin.

Landing a Marlin 
requires good 
communication 
and a team effort.

Slimy Mackeral... 
Rigged and ready 
to skip.

Kingfish on 
the bite.

Morne Muller with a 
nice Kingfish.



• 240V 15A to 10A adapter
• L-Class for DIY/home use
• IP-33 indoor use
• 10A 2400W circuit breaker
• RCD protection
• Standards Approved

• 240V 15A to 10A adapter
• H-Class for TRADE
• IP-55 weatherproof
• Fits Ø7-Ø12mm leads
• 10A 2400W circuit breaker
• RCD protection
• Standards Approved

info

www.ampfibian.com.au
sales@ampfibian.com.au

Freecall: 1800 342-426

1782-AD01 WTW 03-SEP-15 A

15A to 10A ADAPTERS
WITH RCD & OVERLOAD PROTECTION
CONNECT ANY 15A DEVICE TO A STANDARD 10A POWERPOINT SAFELY AND LEGALLY

CONNECT YOUR 15A GEAR TO 10A ON SITE, WITHOUT 
BREAKING THE LAW OR LOSING YOUR INSURANCE!

10A
PLUG

H-CLASS FOR TRADE USE

15A WEATHERPROOF
SOCKET INSIDE 
AMPFIBIAN PROVIDES
10A/2400W POWER

15A SOCKET ON LEAD PROVIDES 
10A/2400W POWER

10A
PLUG

WTW ISSUE 35 AUG-SEP 15
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MARLIN 
Many anglers around the world regard Marlin as 
the pinnacle of Game Fishing and devote their 
whole life to chasing them. Marlins are elusive, 
fast and boast spectacular fighting skills, and 
above all else, they’re just simply beautiful to 
look at. Three species of Marlin are regularly 
encountered while fishing out of Eden: the Blue 
Marlin, Black Marlin and most common, the 
Striped Marlin. 

Eden is one of the closest ports to the edge 
of the Continental Shelf on the East Coast of 
Australia. A 20km run off-shore will put you 
on the start of the shelf. During the summer 
to autumn months, the shelf is teeming 
with life as the nutrient rich currents attract 
incomprehensible amounts of baitfish. This is 
the perfect spot for Marlin to hunt their favourite 
food in Slimy Mackeral. 

Marlin are usually targeted out of Eden by 
trolling; either a spread of skirted lures, or towing 
freshly caught Slimy Mackerel rigged on a Mono 
trace with a large Circle hook; a technique 
known as Skip Baiting. 

While lure fishing raises plenty of exciting bites, 
Striped Marlin can be very messy eaters, and 
therefore, the hook-up rate can be very low 

which makes for a frustrating trip. On the positive 
side of lure fishing, you have a great chance of 
catching “by catch species” such as Mahi Mahi 
or Yellowfin Tuna. 

Some specialist tackle is required for chasing 
Marlin. You will need a good quality overhead 
rod matched with a game reel loaded with a 

15-24kg mono line. You should have no problem 
stopping most of the fish you’ll encounter with 
this combination. 

If you want to experience some spectacular 
jumps and line burning runs, then make sure 
you get to Eden and experience the world class 
Marlin fishery. See you out on the water... 

Ben Donegan releases 
an Eden Striped Marlin.

Ben Donegan hooked 
up on light gear off 
Mowarry Point.

Andrew Donegan with a 
noice Mahi Mahi.
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 Kit's contents: 
1 x wireless charger, 1 x frame,  
2 x 18v 2.0Ah wireless batteries.
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It’s hard to imagine a single product 
redefining an entire industry, but every now 
and then, a game changer comes along… 

Bosch Blue is changing the game with 
its world-first Power Ready Wireless 
Charging Technology. This new technology 
revolutionises the way tradies work. The 
Power Ready Wireless Charging system not 
only makes tradies more efficient, but it also 
eliminates the need for multiple batteries 
which ultimately saves time and money. 

Compatible with the entire 18V Bosch Blue 
Li-Ion power tool range*, applications are 
nearly endless; today’s trade professional 
can now use their Bosch Blue power tools 
with ease and confidence knowing that they 
are “Always Power Ready.”
• Charge batteries while still connected to 

the tool: making charging your tool as 
simple as putting it down

• Allows tradies to work continuously 
without interruption

• Save time and money, working with only 
one battery
The contents of the prize is as follows, 

including the RRP:
 Kits contents is the wireless charger, 

frame and 2 x 18V 2.0Ah wireless batteries 
valued at $249 

For more information check out  
www.bosch-pt.com.au/professional
^Comparison of batteries with/without 
CoolPack cooling technology

WHAT DO YOU GET? 
If you’re the lucky subscriber who takes out the 
cookies this issue, you get all of the following from 
the good people at Bosch: The BOSCH BLUE 
WIRELESS CHARGING KIT.

Yep, you can win all that just for subscribing to your 
favourite mag... You can’t go wrong! 

Entries close Nov 31, 2015
For terms and conditions.

Go to trademags.com.au/wtw

TWO YEARS $49.95
v 24 MONTH SUBSCRIPTION
v 12 ISSUES v FREE DELIVERY

ONE YEAR $29.95
v 12 MONTH SUBSCRIPTION
v 6 ISSUES v FREE DELIVERY

v  12 MONTH SUBSCRIPTION 
v 6 ISSUES v  DIGITAL VERSION

eMAG $19.95

To subscribe call
1300 76 4688

OR ONLINE: www.trademags.com.au/wtw
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$

$$
In the last edition we discussed the frustrations a lot of business owners 
face with feeling like they’re stuck on the “hamster wheel” which is all about 
spinning on the spot, but going nowhere. For a lot of business owners, 
the first step to getting off the hamster wheel, and gaining control of their 
business, is often through cleaning up their administration and paperwork.

This month, I speak with Managing Director of TradiePad, Clinton Cowin, 
who is an expert in streamlining administration for tradies. So how can 
you, the business owner, save time and save money by simply losing 
the paperwork?
Where do you start to find time and save money?
Clinton: ‘The most important point to get right is selecting the right 
business operating platform to be used in transferring manual paper into 
an automated system. This is used to manage client records, job/project 
information and scheduling and staff collaboration. There’s a huge range 
of job and project management solutions out there now that all look similar 
on the outside, but vary widely inside. Making the wrong decision here 
can cost you considerable time before you discover you’ve gone down 
the wrong track, 

so don’t rush the decision.’
How do you manage accounting information?
Clinton: ‘Financial (accounting) software manages the incoming and 
outgoing financial data and tells you if you’re making any money. Having 
the business operating platform and the financial software components 
talking to each other is super-important to help eliminate any inefficient 
double entry of data. In regards to the financial software, integration is the 
key. Make sure that the business operating platform that you’re looking 
integrates with the financial software. Look at invoicing integration along 
with purchasing integration. Being able to log a cost/bill against a job and 
have that automatically appear in your financial software saves massive 
amounts of data entry time, along with reducing manual data entry errors’
Where do the hundreds of apps wow available fit in?
Clinton: ‘Finding one business operating platform that can do it all is very 
rare, so be prepared to use some other smaller apps to build yourself the 

tailored solution to exactly fit your needs. Things like form builders, photo 
editing, report creation, and plan management can be worked into the 
solution to achieve exactly what you’re looking for.’
How important is setting up the system right the first time?
Clinton: ‘Spending some time and money on initial training is a very 
valuable investment that will fast track your journey to embracing the 
technology; ultimately saving time and increasing profit. If you’re busy 
running the business, don’t fool yourself into thinking you’ll find the time 
to learn it by yourself, because it just won’t happen. Having a third-party 
provide some structured training makes you commit to the cause and can 
help your staff manage the change a little easier as well. Don’t make it 
harder than it needs to be... We all know how frustrating technology can 
be if you don’t know what you’re doing. The very nature of cloud-based 
solutions means that they are constantly evolving, so keeping on top of 
the new features, functionality and options can be a full time job. 

SMART BUSINESS

Author Matt Jones – Managing Director, Cube Consulting Group
For more information email matt@cubeconsultinggroup.com.au or visit www.cubeconsultinggroup.com.au

Meet Matthew Jones... WTW’s resident 
business coaching guru. Managing 
Director of Cube Consulting Group, Matt 
Jones, coaches, mentors and presents to 
thousands of business owners annually 
in how to grow a business that delivers 
desired profit and lifestyle.   To make a 
positive change today, get onto him: 
matt@cubeconsultinggroup.com.au or 
visit ww.cubeconsultinggroup.com.au

Lose Your 
Paperwork  
To Find Time  

and Make Money

A FEW KEY THINGS TO CONSIDER:
Keep it simple. Bells and whistles are great, but sometimes it’s not 
worth the time it takes to use them for the overall value they provide. 
Don’t get sucked in by gimmicky features.

Accessibility/functionality from the field... Do you need someone 
in the office running this thing or can you stay on the tools and run it 
from the road? It’s a very serious and important decision.

Scalability... Are you able to upgrade the system when your 
business grows in number of sales and employees?

Ask an expert. 
For more information regarding this article please email clinton@

tradiepad.com.au and mention What Tradies Want Magazine.
Get Excited About Your Business! 

“I have some paperwork 
to catch up. If I'm not back 
in two days, organise a 
search and rescue team!”

$$
$

$
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IF YOU SUPPLY, INSTALL OR BUILD^ WITH GENUINE  
COLORBOND® STEEL, YOU COULD WIN $100K CASH* 

Three simple steps:
1. Register for the promotion
2.  Make sure your homeowner customers register 
3. Make sure they nominate you as their supplier.

If they win, you could win too!

ROOFING      FENCING      WALLING      GUTTERING      SHEDS      CARPORTS      PATIOS      PERGOLAS      GARAGE DOORS

MASSIVE CASH PRIZE

CALL 1800 263 191 REGISTER AT COLORBOND.COM/GENUWIN/SUPPLIERYOU MUST BE REGISTERED TO WIN!

^ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
•  Supply, installation or build must be for a customer’s home
• Homeowner purchase must be $200 or more
• Promo ends Feb 29th 2016
• Purchases from May 1st 2015 are eligible
•  You can register your customers on their behalf  

(if they prefer)

And remember, if you want to GEN-U-WIN, make sure you 
supply, install or build with genuine COLORBOND® steel.

LOOK OUT FOR THE BRAND AND THE BRAND WILL LOOK OUT FOR YOU

✓ BLUESCOPE WARRANTY1 for peace of mind

✓ TRIED AND TESTED for Australia’s harsh climate

✓ ADVANCED paint technology looks better for longer

✓ DURABILITY from Activate™ technology

✓ THERMAL EFFICIENCY with Thermatech® technology2

✓ AUSTRALIAN STANDARDS guaranteed

DRAW EVERY MONTH 
IN EVERY STATE

PLUS

$2,000

*Starts 12.00am AEST 1/9/15. Ends 11.59pm AEDST 29/2/16. Reg. only open to businesses that supply and/or install COLORBOND® steel products in Aust. & have a valid ABN, excl. those owned by the 
Promoter other than franchisees of the Promoter. Trade prize may be awarded to employee, owner or business, depending on business’s internal policy, see T&Cs. Draws at 2pm, B6, 41-43 Bourke Rd, 
Alexandria, NSW 2015. Major Draw: 1/3/16. Major Draw Prizes - $100K for homeowner winner, $100K trade prize (winner dependent on regist. business nominated by homeowner winner). 1 draw for each 
State/Territory (8 total) each promo. mth (“State Mthly Draws”). State Mthly Draws: 1st Tues. each month Oct ‘15 – Mar ‘16. State Mthly Draw Prize (1 per draw): $2K for homeowner winner, & $2K trade 
prize (trade winner dependent on regist. business nominated by homeowner winner). Winners in The Australian 11/3/16 (Major Draw Winners); & 3rd Friday after each State Mthly Draw (State Mthly Draw 
Winners). Full terms at COLORBOND.COM/GENUWIN/TERMS. NSW LTPS/15/05606, ACT TP15/06610, SA T15/1212. 1. Warranty subject to application and eligibility criteria. For full warranty terms and 
conditions and to determine the eligibility of your building for the warranty visit www.bluescopesteel.com.au/warranties or call BlueScope on 1800 800 789. 2. Thermatech® technology is not available 
in the colour Night Sky® and is not available in COLORBOND® Stainless steel. COLORBOND®, Thermatech® and Night Sky® are registered trade marks of BlueScope Steel Limited. Activate™ is a trade 
mark of BlueScope Steel Limited. © 2015 BlueScope Steel Limited. L11/120 Collins St, Melb., VIC 3000. ABN 16 000 011 058. All rights reserved. BC33085c
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What is the Housing Industry Association? 
‘The Housing Industry Association (HIA) is 
Australia’s largest association representing the 
residential building industry. Our membership 
spans the breadth of the housing industry and 
includes small to medium sized builders, trade 
contractors, manufacturers and suppliers; 
design professionals, kitchen, bathroom and 
renovation specialists and volume builders and 
land developers. Help, information and advice 
is our commitment to our members. HIA offers 
members the complete package to ensure their 
business runs smoothly. Some of our long-
standing member benefits include: IR & legal, 
insurance and safety services. We are also well 
known and valued for our training courses which 
includes a CERT IV in building and construction. 
Additionally, we work with apprentices to get 
them established within the industry. Our GTO 
programme assists with selection, management 
and training of apprentices. On a national level, 
we lobby for our members and provide them 
with key insight and information through our  
economics group.’
How does HIA Safety Services seek to help 
HIA Members?’
‘HIA Safety Systems and services help 
members comply with safety regulations 
and acts by providing practical solutions to 
their safety needs. Industry practitioners that 
understand the residential building industry 
provide services, but we don’t just sell a safety 
solution; we implement the system and work 
with members to ensure they understand how 
to apply it to their daily business activities.’

Tell us about HIA Safety Services?
‘The HIA Safety Services team understands 
safety from a practical perspective. Our 
objective is to help our members meet and 
understand their obligations. We provide 
practical safety solutions that fit the individual 
needs and most importantly we provide the 
support so that they can use the system 
effectively. Our safety advisors have a 
thorough understanding of what happens 
on a construction site and what’s required 
from a safety compliance perspective for the 
various stakeholders including the builders, 
trades and suppliers. Services available 
from HIA Safety Services include fully 
outsourced safety management solutions 
for your business; contractor management, 
safety management systems designed 
to fit your business needs, independent 
site inspections, development of safe 
work method statement (SWMS), tool box 
talks, training, and of course, our recently 
developed SafeScan product. 
Can you explain what HIA Safescan is and 
how it benefits your members?
‘SafeScan is a new initiative from HIA Safety 
Services, developed to help members improve 
efficiencies in their safety reporting processes. 
Builders are always telling the HIA Safety 
Services teams that it’s almost impossible to 
gather the proof required to show that they are 
managing their safety onsite, especially when 
it comes to contractor management. To help 
builders comply with their obligations, HIA 
has developed SafeScan; a tool that quickly 

and easily captures proof of compliance. 
HIA SafeScan is a QR Code label that can 
attach to your site signage. Contractors simply 
scan the QR Code with their Smartphone 
to download a form, which they can then 
complete and sign on the spot. Nominated 
persons then receive an email notification 
when a form is submitted. HIA SafeScan can 
be used wherever mobile device coverage 
is available. There are a number of codes 
available including: site safety inductions, 
safety management plans, toolbox talks, 
incident reports, hazard assessment and 
reporting. SafeScan helps builders close the 
compliance loop, reduces paperwork and 
simplifies site safety management. And the 
best thing is that HIA SafeScan provides the 
builder with documented proof that they are 
complying with the regulations. For advice and 
support for all your safety issues, including 
HIA SafeScan, safety products, systems, 
subcontractor management, site inspections 
and general WHS/OHS compliance, contact 
your local Safety Services team on 1300 650 
620. Alternatively, download the QR code 
reader app onto your Smartphone or tablet 
to scan the code below, complete your details 
and a safety advisor will contact you. With over 
30,000 members nationally, HIA is the voice 
of the residential building industry. We have 

a vested interest is seeing our 
members prosper. HIA offers 
information and advice to 
help members be successful 
in their businesses.’ 

Industry 
Interview

WTW talks to Russell Holtham: Housing Industry 
Australia General Manager Safety Services.
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What we offer:

HIA SafeScan
An innovative new product which helps businesses 
manage their workplace safety and improve compliance. 

Safety products, systems & audits
Safety solutions for your office, construction site,  
workshop or display store. 

Health & safety information
Read information sheets and policy information  
on workplace health and safety. 

Contact the team
HIA’s safety professionals are located Australia-wide. 
Contact the team for a free consultation today on  
1300 650 620.

Visit hia.com.au to find out more about HIA membership 
and services.

HIA SAFETY SERVICES – YOU’RE IN GOOD HANDS

YOU CAN NEVER BE

TOOSAFE

HIA Safety Services is a team of 
trained safety professionals who 
can help you with practical and 

cost-effective safety products, 
systems and audits and ease the 

burden of WHS compliance.



Warrnambool boy and eight-times Australian 
Off-Road racing  champion, Shannon Rentsch, 
grew up living and breathing motorsports. The 
youngest ever winner of the revered Finke Desert 
Race took time out to talk racing with WTW...
You debuted (in 2003) on the Australian Off-
Road Racing Championship at the age of 21. 
How did you get involved in the sport? 
‘I grew up living, breathing and racing Motocross. 
At the age of 15, I broke my leg badly while 
racing in Maryborough, Victoria. After a long 
road to recovery, Dad thought it would be a good 
idea to get me into something a little safer, so 
he bought my first buggy. After learning how 
to drive it around the paddocks at home, we 
started racing at club level. I was soon to realise 
that racing the buggy was just like riding my dirt 
bike, but with an extra two wheels and a roll 
cage. So it was a win/win for everyone.’   

What keeps you competitive? 
‘It’s the challenge of winning and the feeling that 
comes with it. For me... Winning races is very 
satisfying and became addictive at a young age. 
I’m pretty sure my competitiveness is hereditary 
from my Dad; he’s still ultra-competitive and still 
sits alongside me in the buggy, so I’m not sure my 
competitiveness is going anywhere anytime soon.’
You’re the youngest driver to win the revered 
Fink Desert Race… How does that win 
compare to your Aussie Championship wins? 

‘Finke is a very special and unique race. In my 
opinion, to achieve King of the Desert is equal to 
a Championship win. It’s the ultimate challenge 
and the sense of achievement you get from 
conquering it is massive.’
What’s your diet consist of? You get in to the 
Doughnuts and Burger Rings before a big 
race, or what? 

‘Ha, ha... My ideal meal before a race is a 
nice juicy steak from Hogs Breath followed by 
Mississippi mud cake. The one thing that really 
keeps me healthy is my family... My Dad and I not 
only race together, and we prep the buggy before 
and during every race.  And now, I’ve my own 
little family, which is my wife Katie and my two-
year old daughter Milla... And they play a major 
role in my racing. Katie has always travelled 
with me, helping and supporting my racing. We 
travel together to the races and a lot of the time 
I drive the Transporter. My daughter has not 
missed a race yet since she was born. I believe 
in the saying: "A family that races together stays 
together" and for us, it’s a way of life.’
Explain your worst crash? Is crashing some-
thing that effects your competitive psyche? 
‘My worst crash was actually in a Trophy Kart 
at a celebrity challenge day. I launched off a 

Anatomy of Speed
Introducing Shannon Rentsch.
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SPECIFICATIONS:
Team:  SR Racing Australia
Driver / co driver:   Shannon Rentsch /
 Ian Rentsch 
Chassis:  Jimco, Pro Class Buggy
Engine:   Nissan VQ35, 3500cc V6 

Twin Turbo, 700HP
Transmission:   Albins 5 speed sequential 

with torque convertor 
Shocks:   Fox coil over & bypass 

(20” of wheel travel front 
& rear)  

Springs:  Eibach   
Seats and Safety:   Cobra carbon fibre 

seats with Schroth 5 
point harnesses 

Rear Axle:  Albins Trans Axle 
Brakes:    CNC (4 piston front, 6 

piston rear)  
Steering:   Fortin 2.5” rack & power 

steering system    
Wheels:   BTR 
Tires:   Only the best! 

BFGoodrich Tires 
Lighting:  Hella  
Body:   Custom (Fibre Glass & 

Aluminium) 
Special Notes: The car is run by a Motec 
Engine Managment System. We utilise 
electronic boost control which allows us to 
adjust boost pressure while racing. 

jump before landing nose first that resulted in 
rolling end-over-end four times. No injuries... It 
was just more embarrassing than anything as 
Trophy Karts are miniature trophy trucks with a 
15th of the horsepower that my buggy has. In the 
buggy we have plenty of stuff to keep us safe; 

including the best tyres in the business from 
BFGoodrich that we know we can depend on 
even in the toughest terrains. Crashing is always 
something we are mindful of, but you do need to 
push it to the back of your mind and trust that the 
equipment you have will do its job.’  



+

Profiled nose-piece 
provides stable 

platform

Nail jams are 
simple to clear

Unique Bump Mode 
function allows user  

to fire 2 nails per second

COMPACT SIZE
Fits easily between 

400mm centre studs

Fault indicator lights communicate 
instantly why your nailer  
has failed to fire – either  

a low battery or a nail jam 

EX GST $908.18

$999RRP

WHY 2 SPEEDS?
SMALLER NAILS REQUIRE LESS 
FORCE TO DRIVE THEM HOME.

USING A LOWER SPEED SETTING 
PROVIDES:

- MORE RUNTIME
- FASTER APPLICATION SPEED
- LONGER TOOL LIFE

NO GAS, BATTERY OPERATED
NEW 2 SPEED FRAMING NAILER

18V XR BARE UNIT CIRCULAR SAW VIA REDEMPTION
WHEN YOU PURCHASE A DCN692P2-XE.
BARE UNIT CIRCULAR SAW VALUED AT RRP $229.
GO TO WWW.GUARANTEEDTOUGH.COM.AU

REDEMPTION



NEW INNOVATIVE CORDLESS  
FINISHING NAILER

DCN660P2-XE
The latest addition to the 
18V XR Li-Ion range is the 
16Ga nail gun, offering 
cutting edge performance  
and with all the runtime 
benefits of brushless 
technology.

COMPACT LIGHTWEIGHT DESIGN
SEQUENTIAL AND BUMP FIRE MODE



Hitachi  Koki Co., Ltd.

hitachi-powertools.com.au


