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Mission 

Gnostic Institute of Anthropology (GIA) shall advance public understanding and 

realisation of human potential for spiritual and practical living by means of the 

study of the teachings of Samael Aun Weor, to be accomplished by:

• Promoting and assisting in the dissemination of said teachings to members of 

the general public throughout the world.

• Establishing, organising and holding classes, lectures, courses, schools, 

seminars and study groups for the exploration of such teachings.

• Publishing and associating in the publication of papers, periodicals, 

pamphlets, books, tape recordings and recordings of all other kinds 

promulgating said teachings.

• Providing facilities for the study of comparative religion, philosophy, esoteric 

science and art to the general public throughout the world. 

What is Gnosis 
Gnosis is Greek for “knowledge.” Gnosis refers to experiential knowledge, 
rather than intellectual or conceptual knowledge.

The venerable science of Gnosis is the universal and essential “knowing” that 
arises from the experience of objective reality, universally experienced by 
all those who fully awaken and develop their consciousness. The science or 
path to arrive at knowing that reality for oneself, in ones own experience, is 
also called Gnosis, because it leads to the acquisition of one’s own Gnosis of 
fundamental truth.

“The society is the individual. The world is the individual. If the individual fundamentally changes,  

the world will inevitably change.” - V.M. Samael Aun Weor. 

Gnostic Institute of Anthropology
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Man faces innumerable 
problems in life. Each person 
needs to know how to solve 
each of these problems 
intelligently. We need to 
comprehend each problem. 
The solution of every problem 
is in the problem itself.

The time for us to learn how 
to solve our problems has 
arrived. Many problems 
exist: economic, social, 
moral, political, religious, 
family related, etc. and we 
should learn to solve them 
intelligently. The important 
thing to remember for the 
solution of every problem is to 
not become identified with the 
problem.

We have a certain tendency 
to become identified with a 
problem and the identification 
is so intense that we, in fact, 
become the very problem. The 
result of such identification 
is that we fail in the solution 
because a problem can never 
solve another problem.

One needs much peace 
and mental calm to solve a 
problem. An uneasy, battling, 
confused mind cannot solve 
any problem. If you have 
a very serious problem, do 
not become identified with 
the problem, do not become 
a problem yourself; retreat 
to any healthy recreational 
place: a forest, or a park, 
or the home of a very close 
friend, etc. Distract yourself 
with something different, 
listen to good music and then, 
with your mind tranquil and 
calm, in perfect peace, try 
to comprehend the problem 

How to Resolve Problems 
By V.M. Samael Aun Weor
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profoundly, remembering that 
the solution to every problem 
is within the problem itself.

Remember that without peace 
you cannot do anything 
new. You need calm and 
peace to solve the problem, 
which presents itself in your 
life.  You need to think in a 
completely new way about 
the problem that you want 
to solve and this is only 
possible by having tranquillity 
and peace. In modern life 
we have many problems, 
and unfortunately, we do 
not enjoy peace. This is a 
true jigsaw puzzle because 
we cannot solve problems 
without peace.

We need peace and we 
should study this in depth. 
We need to investigate the 
principal factor that puts 
an end to peace inside and 
outside ourselves. We need 
to discover what causes the 
conflict. The time has arrived 
to comprehend in depth at 
all levels of the mind the 
infinite contradictions, which 
we have within, because 

that is the principal factor 
of discord and conflict. By 
comprehending in depth the 
cause of an illness, we cure 
the patient. Knowing in depth 
the cause of the conflict, we 
do away with the conflict: 
peace is the result.

Within and around us, 
thousands of conflict-
forming contradictions exist. 
Truly, what exists within 
us also exists in society, 
because as we have said so 
many times, society is an 
extension of the individual. 
If there is contradiction and 
conflict within us, then these 
also exist in society. If the 
individual does not have 
peace, society will not have it 
either, and in these conditions 
all the pro-peace propaganda 
becomes, as a matter of fact, 
totally useless.

If we wisely analyse 
ourselves, we discover that a 
constant state of affirmation 
and negation exists within 
us. What we want to be and 
what we actually are: we 
are poor and we want to be 
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millionaires, we are soldiers 
and we want to be generals; 
we are single and we want to 
be married; we are employees 
and we want to be managers, 
etc.

The state of contradiction 
engenders conflict, pain, 
moral misery, absurd actions, 
violence, murmuring, lies, 
gossip, etc. The state of 
contradiction can never 
bring us peace in life. A man 
without peace can never 
solve his problems. You 
need to intelligently solve 
your problems and therefore 
it is urgent that you have 
peace constantly. The state 
of contradiction impedes the 
solution of problems. Each 
problem implies thousands 
of contradictions. “Shall I do 
this? The other? How? When?” 
etc.  

Mental contradiction creates 
conflicts and frustrates 
the solution of problems. 
We first need to solve the 
causes of the contradiction 

in order to end the conflicts. 
Only in this manner will 
peace arrive, and with it the 
solutions of the problems.  
It is important to discover 
the cause of contradictions; 
it is important to analyse 

this cause in detail. Only 
in this manner is it possible 
to do away with the mental 
conflict. It is not correct to 
blame others for our internal 
contradictions. The causes of 
these contradictions are inside 
of us. 
 
Mental conflict exists between 
what we are and what we 
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want to be, between what 
a problem is and what we 
want it to be. When we have 
a problem of any type, either 
moral, economic, religious, 
family-related, marital, etc., 
our first reaction is to think 
about it, resist it, deny it, 
accept it, explain it, etc. It 
is necessary to comprehend 
that with mental anguish, 
contradiction, worry, conflict, 
it is not possible to solve 
any problem. The best way 
to react before a problem 
is silence. I am referring 
to the silence of the mind. 
This silence arrives by not 
thinking about the problem. 
The silence arrives when we 
comprehend that nothing 
is solved with conflict and 
contradictions. This silence is 
not a special gift of anyone, 
nor the capacity of a certain 
type. No one can cultivate 
this silence; it arrives by itself.

It arrives when we 
comprehend that no problem 
is solved by resisting it, 
accepting, denying, affirming 
or explaining it, etc.

From mental silence is born 
intelligent action, the intuitive 
and wise action that will 
solve the problem no matter 
how difficult it might be. This 
intelligent action is not the 
result of any reaction. When 
we perceive the event, the 
problem, when we notice 
the fact without affirming, 
denying or explaining it, 
when we do not accept the 
fact, nor reject it, then arrives 
the silence of the mind. 
Intuition flourishes in silence. 
From silence the intelligent 
action, which totally solves 
the problem, bursts forth.

Only in mental silence and 
calm is there freedom and 
wisdom.

Mental conflict is destructive 
and harmful. Mental conflict 
is a result of opposed desires: 
we want and we do not 
want, we desire this and the 
other. We are in constant 
contradiction and this, in 
fact, is conflict. The constant 
contradiction, which exists 
within us, is due to the 
struggle of opposite desires. 
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There is a constant negation 
of one desire by another 
desire; one determination 
is replaced by another. A 
permanent desire does not 
exist in the human being; 
every longing is temporary. 
He wants a job and after he 
has it, he desires another job. 
The employee wants to be 
a manager; the priest wants 
to be a bishop. Nobody is 
satisfied with what he has. 
Everyone is full of unsatisfied 
desires and wants satisfaction.

Life is an absurd succession 
of fleeting and vain desires. 
When we profoundly 
comprehend that all the 
desires in life are fleeting and 
vain, when we understand 
that the physical body is 
engendered in sin and that its 
destiny is to rot in the grave, 
then true peace of the mind 
is born from that profound 

comprehension. Contradiction 
and conflict disappears. Only 
the mind that is in peace can 
solve problems. Peace rests in 
the silence of the mind.

Contradiction surges from 
obstinacy: when the mind 
clings to one single desire, 
when it wants its desire to be 
realised whatever it may cost, 
it is logical that there must 
be conflict. If we carefully 
observe two people who are 
discussing a problem, we 
will be able to confirm that 
each person clings to his 
desire, each person wants to 
see his desire satisfied, and 
this naturally creates mental 
conflict. When we resolutely 
see the vanity of desires, 
when we comprehend that 
desire is the cause of our 
conflicts and bitterness, true 
peace arrives.

Exercise
Seated in a comfortable chair, or lying 
down in your bed, close your eyes. Then 
concentrate on your interior, studying 
yourself, investigating your desires, your 
contradictions. It is necessary for you to 
comprehend what your contradictory 
desires are, so that you may know in this 
manner the causes of your internal conflicts.  

 
Peace of mind comes from the knowledge 
of the causes of the mental conflict. Practise 
this simple exercise daily. It is necessary that 
you know yourself.

- May peace be with you!
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You came here to listen, and 
I am here to speak to you. 
However, it is necessary that 
between you and me exists 
a communion of souls; we 
need to have the intention to 
investigate in ourselves, to 
search, to inquire, to know, to 
listen with the clear objective of 
attaining orientation in the path 
of the Inner Self-realization of 
the Being. 

To know how to listen is 
something very difficult. To 
know how to speak is much 
easier. It happens that when 

one is listening, it is necessary 
to be open to the new, with 
an spontaneous mind, with 
a mind empty of concepts, 
prejudgments, etc. However, the 
Ego, the “I,” the myself, does not 
know how to listen, and instead 
it translates, interprets everything 
based in its own prejudgments 
and what it has stored in the 
Formative Centre. What is the 
Formative Centre? The memory. 
Why is it called Formative 
Centre? Because within it is 
processed the intellectual 
formation of concepts. Having 
understood this, it becomes 
urgent to learn to listen with a 
new mind and not repeat what 
is already stored in the memory. 

After this introduction, we are 
going to agree upon concepts, 
ideas, etc. First of all, it is 
indispensable to know if the 
intellect by itself can lead to the 
experience of the real. There 
exist bright intellects, we cannot 

Money and the Three Minds 
Lecture by V.M. Samael Aun Weor
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deny that, but they have never 
experienced that which is the 
truth. 

Let us think a bit about the 
Sensual Mind that we utilize 
daily; I would say that the 
Sensual Mind elaborates its 
concepts with the data brought 
by the five senses, and with these 
concepts it forms its reasoning. 
Observing things from this 
perspective, it is obvious that the 
Subjective or Sensual Reasoning 
has as a foundation the external, 
sensory perceptions, and because 
its function is based exclusively 
on the data brought by the five 
senses, undoubtedly that mind 
will not have access to what is 
outside of the vicious circle of the 
external sensorial perceptions, 
that is obvious. That mind is 
unable to know about the real, 
about the Mysteries of Life and 
Death, about the Truth, about 
God, etc. because where could 
it get that information, if the only 
source of nourishment it has is 
the data brought by the senses? 
Obviously, it can not know what 
comes from the heights. 

In this moment, it comes to 
my memory something very 
interesting. In the time of the 
Egyptian splendour there was 
a congress in Babylon. People 
came from Assyria, Egypt, 
Phoenicia, etc.; it is clear that 
the theme was interesting: they 
wanted to know based in mere 
analytical discussions if the 
human being does or does not 
have a soul. Obviously, at that 
time, the five senses were already 
degenerated; only in this way we 
can explain why those people 
selected that theme as the reason 
for their congress. In other times, 
that congress would have been 
ridiculous. The Lemurians never 
would have had the idea of 
celebrating that kind of congress. 
For the people of the continent 
Mu, it was enough to get out of 
their body in order to know if 
they had or did not have Soul, 
and this was done very easily, 
because their physical senses 
were not so degenerated. So, 
the idea of a theme like that 
only could have come from 
an involutive and degenerated 
humanity. 
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It happened that there were 
many discussions for and 
against. Finally, a great, wise 
Assyrian ascended to the 
tribunal of eloquence (that 
man had been educated in 
Egypt, he had entered in the 
Mysteries) and in a very loud 
voice he said, “Reasoning 
cannot know anything about the 
Truth, about the Real, about the 
immortal Soul. Reason can be 
useful to defend a spiritualist or 
materialist theory; reason could 
elaborate a spiritualist thesis 
with a formidable logic, and 
also can create by opposition a 
materialist thesis with a similar 
logic. So, the subjective and 
sensual reason nourished with 
the data brought by the five 
senses can create spiritualists 
or materialists theses; therefore, 
reason is not something on 
which we can rely. There exists a 
different sense; this is the one of 
the Instinctive Perception of the 
Cosmic Truth; is a faculty of the 
Being. But subjective reasoning 
cannot truly give us information 
about the Real; the sensual 
reasoning cannot know about 
the Mysteries of Life and Death.” 

In that way spoke the man, 
and he explained to the proud, 
“With your reasoning, you 
cannot know anything about 
the Truth, about the Soul or the 
Spirit; the rational mind cannot 
know about that.” 

Well, that man spoke with great 
eloquence, and afterward he 
distanced himself from any 
scholasticism; he preferred to 
leave the subjective rationalism 
and to develop in himself the 
aforementioned faculty that 
is known under the name 
of Instinctive Perception of 
the Cosmic Truths, a faculty 
that humanity once had, but 
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it became atrophied as the 
psychological “I,” the myself, 
the oneself, unfolded. 

It is said that this great, wise 
Assyrian, educated in Egypt, 
detached himself from every 
school and went to cultivate 
the land and to trust exclusively 
in the prodigious faculty of the 
Being known by the name of 
Instinctive Perception of the 
Cosmic Truths. 

However, let us go a bit further. 
There is a mind that differs 
from the Sensual Mind. I am 
talking emphatically about 
the Intermediate Mind; in the 
Intermediate Mind, we find 
religious beliefs. Obviously, the 
data brought by religions have 
their place in the Intermediate 
Mind. 

Finally, there exists the Inner 
Mind. The Inner Mind by itself 
and in itself works exclusively 
with the data brought by the 
Superlative Consciousness 
of the Being; the Inner Mind 
could never work without the 
information that is brought by 

the Inner Consciousness of the 
Being. 

These are the Three Minds. 

In the Gospels, the Sensual 
Mind with its theories and 
other elements is known as the 
“leaven of the Sadducees.” Jesus 
the Christ advises us, saying, 
“Take heed and beware of the 
leaven of the Sadducees,” that 
is to say, of the materialist and 
atheist doctrines like the Marxist 
Dialectic. Doctrines such as 
that correspond exactly with 
the “leaven of the Sadducees.” 
However, the Lord of Perfection 
also advises us about the 
“leaven of the Pharisees.” The 
leaven of the Pharisees is related 
with the Intermediate Mind. 

Who are the Pharisees? They 
are those that go to their 
temples, schools, religions and 
sects, etc. so everybody can 
see them. They listen to the 
Word, but do not perform it in 
themselves. They are like the 
man that watches himself in a 
mirror and then leaves. They 
just attend to their rituals so 
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everyone can see them, but they 
never work on themselves, and 
that is really serious. They are 
happy with mere beliefs and 
do not feel interest for the inner 
transformation, so they lose 
their time miserably and fail! 

Let us get away from the 
“leaven of the Sadducees and 
Pharisees,” and consider how to 
open our Inner Mind. How can 
we open it? By knowing to think 
psychologically; in that way is 
the Inner Mind opened. 

The Inner Mind works with 
the data brought by the 

Superlative Consciousness of 
the Being; thanks to this, one 
experiences the truth of the 
different phenomena of nature. 
With the Inner Mind opened, 
we can speak about the Law 
of Karma not based on what is 
said by others, but by our direct 
experience. With the Inner 
Mind opened, we are prepared 
to speak about Reincarnation 
or about the Law of the 
Eternal Return of everything 
or about the Law of Souls’ 
Transmigration, etc., but not 
based on what we have read 
or what we have heard from 
some authors, but in what we 
have experienced in reality, and 
directly; that is obvious! 

Why has money become so 
important in our lives? Is it 
perhaps because we depend 
exclusively on it for our 
psychological happiness? All 
the human beings need bread, 
protection and shelter, and this 
is already known. This that is so 
natural and simple for the birds 
of the sky… Why has it become 
so important to us and taken on 
frightful significance? 
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Money has taken 
an exaggerated and 
disproportionate value because 
we depend psychologically 
on it for our own wellbeing. 
Money nourishes our personal 
vanity, confers social prestige 
and gives us the means 
to reach power. Money is 
being used by the mind with 
totally different purposes 
than covering our immediate 
physical necessities. 

Money is been utilized for 
psychological purposes; 
that is why money has 
taken an exaggerated and 
disproportionate importance. 

We need money in order 
to have bread, protection 
and shelter; that is obvious. 
But when money becomes 
a psychological necessity, 
when we use it with other 
purposes, when we depend 
on it in order to attain fame, 
prestige, social position, etc, 
then money assumes in the 
mind an exaggerated and 
disproportionate importance, 

and from this originates the 
fight and the conflict in order 
to possess it. 

It is logical that we need 
money in order to satisfy our 
physical necessities, in order 
to have bread and shelter, but 
if we depend exclusively on 
money for our happiness and 
personal satisfaction, then we 
are the most unfortunate beings 
on the Earth. 

When we comprehend 
profoundly that the only 
objective of money is to bring 
us bread, protection and 
shelter, then we put towards 
it a spontaneous limitation, 
and the result is that money 
does not assume within us the 
over-exaggerated importance 
that it has when it becomes a 
psychological necessity. 

We need to comprehend 
profoundly the true nature 
of sensation and satisfaction. 
The mind that wants to 
comprehend the truth has to be 
free from those obstacles. 
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If in truth we want to liberate 
thought from the obstacles 
of sensation and satisfaction, 
we have to start with those 
sensations that are more 
familiar, and to establish in 
them an adequate foundation 
for comprehension. Sensations 
have their right place and 
when we understand them 
profoundly in all the levels of 
the mind, they do not have the 
stupid deformation that have 
now. 

Many people believe that 
if everything proceeded 
according the political party 
to which they belong and 
fight for, then we would 
have a happy world, full 
of abundance, peace and 
perfection. That is a false 
concept, because in reality 
such happiness cannot exist 
if we have not individually 
comprehended the true 
meaning of things. The human 
being is too poor internally, 
and due to this he needs 
money and material things for 
his personal satisfaction. 

When someone is poor 
internally, she looks for money 
and material things in order 
complete herself and to find 
satisfaction. For this reason, 
money and material things 
have taken a disproportionate 
value and the human being is 
ready to steal, exploit and lie 
at every moment. That is the 
cause of the fight between the 
capital and the work, between 
the boss and labourers, 
between exploiters and 
exploited. 

All the political changes 
are useless if we have not 
comprehended our internal 
poverty. The political system 
can change again and again, 
the social systems can be 
altered again and again, but if 
we have not comprehended 
profoundly the inner nature 
of our internal poverty, the 
individual will always create 
new means and ways to attain 
personal satisfaction at the 
expense of others’ peace. 

The philosopher Immanuel 
Kant in his books “Critique of 
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Practical Reason” and “Critique 
of Pure Reason” indicates 
that there is no doubt that the 
Subjective and Rational Reason 
could never acquire something 
that does not belong to the 

world of the five senses. The 
intellect by itself is rational and 
subjective, and always demands 
demonstrations when listening 
about reincarnation or Karma, 
but the truths that can only be 
perceived by the Inner Mind 
cannot be demonstrated to 
people of the sensual mind. To 
demand facts in the external 
and sensorial world about such 
truths is like demanding that a 
bacteriologist study microbes 

with a telescope or demanding 
that an astronomer study 
astronomy with a microscope. 

They demand. Yes. However, 
the facts cannot be given to the 
Subjective Reasoning, because 
this reasoning does not have 
any relation with what does 
not belong to the world of 
the five senses. Themes like 
Reincarnation, Karma, life after 
death, etc., are exclusively for 
the Inner Mind, never for the 
Sensual Mind. It is possible to 
demonstrate to the Inner Mind, 
but first of all, the candidate 
has to have opened his Inner 
Mind, otherwise how could we 
demonstrate anything to that 
person? Impossible, is it not? 

We need money in order to 
cover our immediate physical 
necessities, but unfortunately 
the necessity is transformed into 
greed. The psychological “I,” 
perceiving its own emptiness 
and misery, gives to money and 
material things an exaggerated 
and absurd value that is 
different than the value they 
really have. 
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The “I” wants to become 
externally rich because 
internally it is poor and 
miserable. 

The “I” wants to dazzle the 
others with material things and 
money. 

In this moment, our 
relationship with money is 
based on greed. 

We always justify our greed 
with necessity. 

Greed is the secret cause 
of hatred and the world’s 
brutalities, and many times the 
aforementioned assumes the 
form of legal actions. 

Greed is the cause of war and 
the miseries of the world. 

If we want to finish with the 
greed of the world, we have to 
comprehend profoundly that 
the world is within ourselves. 
We are the world, and the 
greed of other people is within 
us. In reality, everyone lives 

within our own Consciousness. 
The greed of the world is 
within the individual, and only 
by eradicating the greed that 
we carry within is it possible 
to end the greed of the world. 
Only by understanding the 
complex process of greed in all 
the levels of the mind, we will 
be able to experience the great 
Reality. 

Now, after having seen this 
clearly, it is convenient to 
go deeper in the topic of the 
faculties. 

The intellect by itself is one 
of the crudest faculties in 
the levels of the Being. If we 
want to do everything with 
our intellect, we will never 
capture the cosmic truths. 
Undoubtedly, beyond the 
intellect there exists another 
faculty of cognition, and I am 
pointing emphatically at the 
Imagination. This faculty has 
been greatly underrated, and 
some even call it “the crazy of 
the house.” This is an unjust 
title, because if this faculty did 
not exist, the tape recorder, the 
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car, the train, etc., would not 
exist either. The wise man that 
wants to create an invention 
first has to imagine it and then 
project that image onto paper; 
the architect that wants to build 
a house has to imagine it first 
and later project it into a plan. 
Therefore, the imagination is 
what allows the 
creation of an 
invention; it is 
not something 
despicable. 

Are there 
two kinds of 
imagination? 
We cannot deny 
that. We could 
call the first one 
“Mechanical 
Imagination,” 
and this kind of imagination is 
fantasy itself, which is formed 
by the scraps of the memory 
and it is even prejudicial. 
However, in truth there exists 
another type of imagination: it 
is the Intentional Imagination, 
that is to say, Conscious 
Imagination. 

Nature itself possesses 
imagination, and that is 
obvious. If there were no 
imagination, all the creatures 
of nature would be blind. 
However, because this 
powerful faculty exists, 
then perception exists, and 
the image is formed in the 

Perceptive Centre 
of the Being or 
Centre for the 
Perception of 
the Sensations. 
The creative 
imagination 
of nature has 
originated the 
many existing 
forms. 

In the time of the 
Hyperboreans 

and Lemurians, the intellect 
was not used, but rather the 
imagination; at that time, the 
human being was innocent, 
and the marvellous spectacle 
of the cosmos was reflected 
within his imagination as in 
a crystalline lake. That was 
another kind of humanity. 
Today, it is painful to see that 
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people have even lost their 
imagination; that is to say, 
this faculty has degenerated 
frightfully. 

It is possible to develop the 
imagination, and this would 
bring us much beyond than the 
Sensual Mind. This would lead 
us to Psychological Thought. 

Only Psychological Thought 
can open the doors of the 
Inner Mind. If one develops the 
imagination, one can learn to 
think psychologically. 

Imagination, Inspiration 
and Intuition are the three 
mandatory paths of Initiation, 
but if we remain bottled up 

within the sensory functions 
of the intellect, it is impossible 
to ascend the staircase of the 
Imagination, Inspiration and 
Intuition. I do not want to say 
that the intellect is useless; I 
am far from that affirmation. 
What I am doing is clarifying 
concepts. 

Every faculty within its orbit is 
useful; a planet within its orbit 
is useful, but out of its orbit, 
it is useless and catastrophic. 
The same happens with the 
faculties of the human being, 
they have their orbit. 

It is absurd to take Sensual 
Reasoning out of its orbit, 
because then one falls into 
materialistic scepticism. Why 
are many students of pseudo-
esotericism and pseudo-
occultism always fighting 
against doubts? Why are so 
many students going from 
school to school and finally 
reaching the old age without 
having attained anything? 

Through experience I have 
observed that those who 
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remain bottled up in the 
intellect fail. Those that want 
to verify the truth with the 
intellect fail, because they 
make the same mistake as 
wanting to study Astronomy 
with a microscope or wanting 
study bacteriology with the 
telescope. 

If we want each faculty to be 
in its orbit, it is obvious that 
we have to reject the doctrines 
that are called the “leaven of 
the Sadducees and Pharisees,” 
and to learn to think 
psychologically; however, this 
is not be possible if we remain 
bottled up in the intellect. 

So, it is worthwhile to start 
ascending on the marvellous 
stairway of the Imagination, 
and then ascend to the second 
step, Inspiration, and finally we 
will reach Intuition. 

We need money, that is true, 
but it is necessary profoundly 
understand the correct 
relationship with it. Neither 
the ascetic nor the stingy have 
comprehended the proper 

relationship with money. 
Neither by renouncing nor 
coveting money can we reach 
a just relation with it. We need 
comprehension in order to 
intelligently realize what our 
material needs are, without 
depending disproportionately 
on money. 

When we correctly understand 
how to relate to money, then 
we remove from ourselves 
the pain that the so-called 
generosity produces, and 
the frightful suffering that 
competition generates.

We have to learn to 
differentiate between 
immediate physical 
necessities and psychological 
dependence. Psychological 
dependence generates the 
exploitation and slavery. 

It is urgent understand the inner 
nature of the “myself” if in truth 
we want to become spiritually 
rich. He that is spiritually rich 
is unable to exploit others, 
is unable to lie. He that is 
spiritually rich is free from the 
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obstacles relating to sensations 
and personal satisfaction. He 
that is spiritually rich has found 
happiness. 

The Consciousness knows 
directly the reality of each 
natural phenomenon, and 
through the Inner Mind can 
manifest it. This means that 
only by opening the Inner 
Mind is authentic faith born in 
the human being. Observing 
this aspect from another angle, 
we will say that materialistic 
scepticism is the peculiar 
characteristic of ignorance. 
There is no doubt that the 
illustrious ignorant ones are 
skeptics, one hundred percent. 

Unfortunately, there exists the 
tendency to confuse belief 
with faith. Even if it seems 
to be paradoxical, we will 
emphasize the following, “He 
that has true faith does not 
need to believe.” Authentic 
faith is living wisdom, exact 
cognition, direct experience. 

For many centuries, faith has 
been confused with belief, and 

now it takes a lot of work to 
help people comprehend that 
faith is true wisdom and never 
vain beliefs. 

Inverencial peace! 

Samael Aun Weor
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Q:
“Is celibacy required for 
Enlightenment?”
 
A:
“I think generally not. Yet you 
may ask why Buddha himself 
eventually became a monk. I 
think, from the viewpoint of the 
Viniya Sutra, the main purpose 
of celibacy is to try to reduce 
desire or attachment.
 
“From the viewpoint of 
Tantrayana, particularly the 
highest Yoga Tantrayana, the 
energy “drops” or special 
bliss is the source of energy 

to dissolve the grosser level of 
consciousness or the grosser 
level of energy. Through 
experience of that special bliss, 
there is the possibility that the 
grosser level will eventually 
dissolve. So the drops are the 
key factor for the bliss.
 
“In Tibetan Buddhism, especially 
if you look at the iconography 
of the deities with their consorts, 
you can see a lot of very explicit 
sexual symbolism which often 
gives the wrong impression. 

Qusetions to the Dalai Lama about sex... 
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Actually, in this case the sexual 
organ is utilized, but the energy 
movement which is taking place 
is, in the end, fully controlled. 
The energy should never be 
let out. This energy must be 
controlled and eventually 
returned to other parts of the 
body. What is required for 
a Tantric practitioner is to 
develop the capacity to utilize 
one’s faculties of bliss and the 
blissful experiences which 
are specifically generated due 
to the flow of regenerative 
fluids within one’s own energy 
channels. It is crucial to have 
the ability to protect oneself 
from the fault of emission. It is 
not just a purely ordinary sexual 
act. And here we can see there 
is a kind of special connection 
with celibacy. Especially in 
the practice of the Kalachakra 
Tantra, this precept of protecting 
oneself from the emission of 
energy is considered to be 
very important. The Kalachakra 
literature mentions three types 
of blissful experience: one is the 
blissful experience induced by 
the flow of energy; one is the 
immutable blissful experience; 

and one is the mutable blissful 
experience. To me, when 
Buddha took the celibacy vow, 
at that level he did not explain 
all the reasons behind that rule 
or that discipline. The complete 
explanation comes when we 
know the Tantrayana system. 
Perhaps that answers your 
question. So I think the answer 
is both Yes and No!”
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Albert Pike, quoting from 
Transcendental Magic, thus 
sums up the importance of 
Kabalism as a key to Masonic 
esotericism: “One 
is filled with 
admiration, on 
penetrating into 
the Sanctuary of 
the Kabala, at 
seeing a doctrine 
so logical, so 
simple, and at 
the same time 
so absolute. The 
necessary union 
of ideas and signs, 
the consecration 
of the most 
fundamental 
realities by 
the primitive 
characters; the 
Trinity of Words, Letters, and 
Numbers; a philosophy simple 
as the alphabet, profound and 
infinite as the Word; theorems 
more complete and luminous 
than those of Pythagoras; 

a theology summed up by 
counting on one’s fingers; an 
Infinite which can be held in 
the hollow of an infant’s hand; 

ten ciphers and 
twenty-two 
letters, a triangle, 
a square, and a 
circle,-these are 
all the elements 
of the Kabala. 
These are the 
elementary 
principles of the 
written Word, 
reflection of that 
spoken Word 
that created the 
world!”  

Hebrew theology 
was divided into 
three distinct 

parts. The first was the law, 
the second was the soul of the 
law, and the third was the soul 
of the soul of the law. The law 
was taught to all the children 
of Israel; the Mishna, or the 

The Kabala - the Secret Doctrine of Israel
By Manly P Hall, an excerpt from the Sectret Teachings of all Ages
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soul of the law, was revealed 
to the Rabbins and teachers; 
but the Kabala, the soul of the 
soul of the law, was cunningly 
concealed, and only the highest 
initiates among the Jews were 
instructed in its secret principles.

According to certain Jewish 
mystics, Moses ascended Mount 
Sinai three times, remaining in 
the presence of God forty days 
each time. During the first forty 
days the tables of the written 
law were delivered to the 
prophet; during the second forty 
days he received the soul of the 
law; and during the last forty 
days God instructed him in the 
mysteries of the Kabala, the soul 
of the soul of the law. Moses 
concealed in the first four books 
of the Pentateuch the secret 
instructions that God had given 
him, and for centuries students 
of Kabalism. Have sought 
therein the secret doctrine of 
Israel. As the spiritual nature of 
man is concealed in his physical 
body, so the unwritten law-the 
Mishna and the Kabala-is
concealed within the written 
teachings of the Mosaic code. 

Kabala means the secret or 
hidden tradition, the unwritten 
law, and according to an early 
Rabbi, it was delivered to man 
in order that through the aid of 
its abstruse principles he might 
learn to understand the mystery 
of both the universe about him 
and the universe within him.

The origin of Kabalism is 
a legitimate subject for 
controversy. Early initiates of the 
Kabalistic Mysteries believed 
that its principles were first 
taught by God to a school of His 
angels before the fall of man. 
The angels later communicated 
the secrets to Adam, so that 
through the knowledge gained 
from an understanding of its 
principles fallen humanity 
might regain its lost a estate. The 
Angel Raziel was dispatched 
from heaven to instruct Adam 
in the mysteries of the Kabala. 
Different angels were employed 
to initiate the succeeding 
patriarchs in this difficult 
science. Tophiel was the teacher 
of Shem, Raphael of Isaac, 
Metatron of Moses, and Michael 
of David. 
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Christian D. Ginsburg has 
written: “From Adam it passed 
over to Noah, and then to 
Abraham, the friend of God, 
who emigrated with it to Egypt, 
where the patriarch allowed 
a portion of this mysterious 
doctrine to ooze out. It was 
in this way that the Egyptians 
obtained some knowledge 
of it, and the other Eastern 
nations could introduce it into 
their philosophical systems. 
Moses, who was learned in 
all the wisdom of Egypt, was 
first initiated into it in the 
land of his birth, but became 
most proficient in it during his 
wanderings in the wilderness, 
when he not only devoted to it 
the leisure hours of the whole
forty years, but received lessons 
in it from one of the angels. 
Moses also initiated the seventy
Elders into the secrets of 
this doctrine and they again 
transmitted them from hand 
to hand. Of all who formed 
the unbroken line of tradition, 
David and Solomon were most 
initiated into the Kabbalah.”

According to Eliphas Levi, the 
three greatest books of Kabalism 
are the Sepher Yetzirah, 
The Book of Formation; the 
Sepher ha Zohar, The Book of 
Splendour; and the Apocalypse, 
The Book of Revelation. 
The dates of the writing of 
these books are by no means 
thoroughly established. Kabalists 
declare that the Sepher Yetzirah 
was written by Abraham. 
Although it is by far the oldest 
of the Kabalistic books, it was 
probably from the pen of the 
Rabbi Akiba, A.D. 120.

The Sepher ha Zohar 
presumably was written by 
Simeon ben Jochai, a disciple 
of Akiba. Rabbi Simeon was 
sentenced to death about A.D. 
161 by Lucius Verus, co-regent 
of the Emperor Marc Aurelius
Antoninus. He escaped with 
his son and, hiding in a cave, 
transcribed the manuscript of 
the Zohar with the assistance 
of Elias, who appeared to 
them at intervals. Simeon was 
twelve years in the cave, during 
which time he evolved the 
complicated symbolism of the 
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“Greater Face” and the “Lesser 
Face.” While discoursing with 
disciples Rabbi Simeon expired, 
and the “Lamp of Israel” was 
extinguished. His death and 
burial were accompanied by 
many supernatural phenomena. 
The legend goes on to relate that 
the secret doctrines of Kabalism 
had been in existence since 
the beginning of the world, but 
that Rabbi Simeon was the first 
man permitted to reduce them 
to writing. Twelve hundred 
years later the books which he 
had compiled were discovered 
and published for the benefit of 
humanity by Moses de León.
The probability is that Moses 
de León himself compiled the 
Zohar about A.D. 1305, drawing 
his material from the unwritten 
secrets of earlier Jewish mystics. 
The Apocalypse, accredited to 
St. John the Divine, is also of 
uncertain date, and the identity 
of its author has never been 
satisfactorily proved.

So far as is known, the Sepher 
ha Zohar has never been 
completely translated into 
English, but it can be obtained 

in French. (S. L. MacGregor-
Mathers translated three books 
of the Zohar into English.) The 
Zohar contains a vast number 
of philosophical tenets, and a 
paraphrase of its salient points 
is embodied in this work. Few 
realize the influence exerted 
by Kabalism over medieval 
thought, both Christian and 
Jewish. It taught that there 
existed within the sacred 
writings a hidden doctrine 
which was the key to those 
writings. This is symbolized 
by the crossed keys upon the 
papal crest. Scores of learned 
minds began to search for those 
arcane truths by which the race 
should be redeemed; and that 
their labour was not without 
its reward, their subsequent 
writings have demonstrated.

The theories of Kabalism are 
inextricably interwoven with the 
tenets of alchemy, Hermeticism,
Rosicrucianism, and 
Freemasonry. The words 
Kabalism and Hermeticism are 
now considered as synonymous 
terms covering all the arcana 
and esotericism of antiquity. 
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The simple Kabalism of the 
first centuries of the Christian 
Era gradually evolved into an 
elaborate theological system, 
which became so involved that 
it was next to impossible to 
comprehend its dogma.

The Kabalists divided the 
uses of their sacred science 
into five sections. The Natural 
Kabala was used solely to 
assist the investigator in his 
study of Nature’s mysteries. The 
Analogical Kabala was
formulated to exhibit the 
relationship which exists 
between all things in Nature, 
and it revealed to the wise that 
all creatures and substances 
were one in essence, and that 
man-the Little Universe-was a
replica in miniature of God-
the Great Universe. The 
Contemplative Kabala was 
evolved for the purpose of 
revealing through the higher 
intellectual faculties the 
mysteries of the celestial 
spheres. By its aid the abstract 
reasoning faculties cognized the 
measureless planes of infinity 
and learned to know the

creatures existing within 
them. The Astrological Kabala 
instructed those who studied its 
lore in the power, magnitude, 
and actual substance of 
the sidereal bodies, and 
also revealed the mystical 
constitution of the planet itself. 
The fifth, or Magical Kabala, 
was studied by such as desired 
to gain control over the demons 
and subhuman intelligences 
of the invisible worlds. It 
was also highly valued as a 
method of healing the sick by 
talismans, amulets, charms, and 
invocations.

The Sepher Yetzirah, according 
to Adolph Franck, differs from 
other sacred books in that it 
does not explain the world and 
the phenomena of which it is 
the stage by leaning on the idea 
of God or by setting itself up as 
the interpreter of the supreme 
will. This ancient work rather 
reveals God by estimating 
His manifold handiwork. In 
preparing the Sepher Yetzirah for 
the consideration of the reader, 
five separate English translations 
have been compared. The 



Issue 3 - Gnosis Magazine    28  Gnostic Institute of Anthropology

resulting form, while it 
embodies the salient features of
each, is not a direct translation 
from any one Hebrew or Latin 
text. Although the purpose 
was to convey the spirit rather 
than the letter of the ancient 
document, there are no wide 
deviations from the original
rendition. So far as known, the 
first translation of the Sepher 
Yetzirah into English was made 
by the Rev. Dr. Isidor Kalisch, 
in 1877. (See Arthur Edward 
Waite.) In this translation the 
Hebrew text accompanies
the English words. The work of 
Dr. Kalisch has been used as the 
foundation of the following
interpretation, but material 
from other authorities has been 
incorporated and many passages 
have been rewritten to simplify 
the general theme.

At hand also was a manuscript 
copy in English of the Book of 
the Kabalistic Art, by Doctor 
John Pistor. The document is 
undated; but judging from the 
general type of the writing, 
the copy was made during the 
eighteenth century. The third 

volume used as a reference was 
the Sepher Yetzirah, by the late 
Win. Wynn Westcott, Magus 
of the Rosicrucian Society of 
England. The fourth was the 
Sepher Yetzirah, or The Book 
of Creation, according to the 
translation in the Sacred Books 
and Early Literature of the East,
edited by Prof. Charles F. 
Horne. The fifth was a recent 
publication, The Book of 
Formation, by Knut Stenring, 
containing an introduction by 
Arthur Edward Waite. At hand 
also were four other copies-two
German, one Hebrew, and one 
Latin. Certain portions of the 
Sepher Yetzirah are considered 
older and more authentic than 
the rest, but the controversy 
regarding them is involved and 
nonproductive that it is useless 
to add further comment. The 
doubtful passages are therefore 
included in the document at the
points where they would 
naturally fall.
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This rare cut shows 
the name of God 
in seventy-two 
languages inscribed 
upon the petals of a 
symbolic sunflower. 
Above the circle 
are the seventy-
two powers of God 
according to the 
Hebrew Kabala. 
Below two trees, that 
on the left bearing the 
symbols of the planets 
and that on the right 
the signs of the zodiac 
and the names of the 
tribes of Israel. The 
esoteric doctrines 
of the Kabala are in 
alignment with the 
secret teachings of all the schools of philosophy, but the method 
by which its secrets are revealed to the wise and concealed from 
the ignorant is most unusual. As the religious world interprets its 
scriptures with twentieth-century educational facilities, it becomes 
ever more apparent that the sacred books were not historical 
documents, but that the kings, sages, prophets, and saviours whom 
Bible students ham revered for ages as once-existing personalities 
are in reality only personified attributes of man himself.
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By arranging the four letters of the Great Name,  (Y H V H, Yod He 
Vah He), in the form of the Pythagorean Tetractys, the 72 powers of 
the Great Name of God are manifested. 

Editors note: Yod is the 10th letter of the Hebrew Alphabet and He 
is the 5th, Vav is the 6th. By adding the numerical value of the four 
letters that make the secret name of God, "the four words" or in Greek 
Tetragrammaton, equals the 72 names and powers of God. The ten 
Sephiroths or spheres of the Kabala are the first ten names of God. For 
example other names of God are Adonai (Lord), Ehyeh-Asher-Ehyeh (I am 
that I am), Elohim (powers), Shaddai (destroyer or almighty), Shekhinah 
(to “dwell” among humanity). 

Y= 10 = 10
HY = 5+10 = 15
V H Y= 6+5+10 = 21 
YH VH = 10+5+6+5 = 26
Yod He Vah He - Total = 72

10       9        8       7    6      5        4        3      2         1  
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The spiritual legacy of 
Samael Aun Weor 

Samael Aun Weor, (pronounced 
sam-ayel a-on vay-ohr) was born 
in Colombia during the middle of 
a earthquake on March 6th 1917, 
he disincarnate on the Christmas 
of 1977 on December 24th, in 
Mexico City, where he spent most 
of his life. He was a prolific writer, 
philosopher, esoteric scientist, 
anthropologist and teacher of the 
Gnostic Esoteric Mysteries. Samael 
Aun Weor worked tirelessly for 
humanity, and made it his life’s 
purpose to investigate and unveil 
the mysteries of the cosmos and 
human nature. 

Samael Aun Weor, together with 
his wife Litelantes founded the first 
Gnostic Anthropological school 
in the early 1950’s with the sole 

aim of bringing to humanity the 
wisdom of Gnosis and the keys to 
attaining self-knowledge. 

Samael Aun Weor wrote over 
sixty books and gave hundreds 
of lectures on the path to self-
knowledge. He renounced 
personal income from the sale 
of his books and the giving of 
lectures. However with the 
help of a small but dedicated 
group of students he was able 
to accomplish a grandiose work 
leaving to humanity a masterpiece 
of esoteric writings. 

The wisdom contained in his 
books is not derived via the 
usual methods of scholarly 
and historical research, neither 
are they based on theory or 
intellectual speculation. Samael 
Aun Weor acquired his knowledge 
from metaphysical dimensions 
of reality and nature which are 
hidden to most people - but visible 
to those who choose to work on 
themselves to prepare and develop 
spiritual means of perception.

Though his accomplishments 
are certainly impressive by any 
standard, they are merely the 
pale material reflection of the 
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work he accomplished internally 
and spiritually. Yet, in spite of his 
wisdom and generosity towards 
humanity, he always said:

“Do not follow me,  
I am just a signpost,  

reach your own self-realisation”. 

He stated many times that schools 
and religions can become cages 
of the mind which impede the 
reception of truth, yet he also 
delivered a massive doctrine and 
states that every religion and sect 
is necessary, that “all religions are 
pearls strung on the golden thread 
of divinity.” A possible resolution 
is found when one understands 
that just as a cage can protect 
one who is bewildered by the 
unknown, so can it become an 
obstacle for the realization of 
truth. Ultimately the teachings call 
for the student to acquire his own 
gnosis, or self-knowledge, and the 
teachings are only a means to that 
end.

The basis of Samael Aun 
Weor’s Practical Work is of a 
psychological nature. He states 
in many of his books that the 
purpose of his doctrine is to effect 
a psychological change. The terms 
Gnostic, Esoteric or Revolutionary 

Psychology are used to describe 
the psychological methods taught, 
and are said to be synonymous 
with the psychological teachings 
of religion.

In order to achieve psychological 
transformation, extensive methods 
of meditation and self-observation 
are taught and recommended 
to be practised on a daily basis. 
The goal of psychological work is 
the awakening of consciousness 
and ultimately the state of self-
realisation. 

The Gnostic Institute of 
Anthropology continues the 
legacy left by Samael Aun Weor 
and today has grown into an 
international educational non-
profit organisation, offering free 
public classes and courses on 
meditation, Gnostic Philosophy 
and Revolutionary Psychology. 

 Samael Aun Weor  Litelantes
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“We must live always in the 
present, because life is really 

only an eternal instant.”

~ Samael Aun Weor
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