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ROSS JaRviS
editor

Golden generation
The PokerStars WCOOP dominates this 
month’s issue of PokerPlayer, and for good 

reason. With a total prize pool of just under 
$62m the WCOOP is a juggernaut that can 
compete with any poker festival in the world – 
including the WSOP. The WCOOP’s success is 
just one more example of how the lines are 
blurring between online and live poker. 

Back in the ancient past – the mid-2000s! 
– there was a clear distinction between live and 
online pros. That’s simply not the case now, as 
top players like Chris Moorman, Mike McDonald 
and Viktor Blom effortlessly move between the 
two fields. It’s a great development for poker as 
a whole and, after witnessing the play at EPT 
London, it’s clear that there have never been so 
many players operating at the top of the game.  
Long may this golden era of poker continue. 
To help you keep pace, or play catch-up, we’ve 
expanded the strategy section in the magazine to offer you even more value 

than ever before. New columnist Ellie Biessek has 
been drafted in to give you some expert 
tournament tips (p58), Jake Cody explains how to 
conquer the UKIPT (p42) and we even dabble in a 
little bit of pot-limit Omaha (p38). 

With the hotly anticipated PokerPlayer Tour 
Grand Final just around the corner on November 
15-16 you’ll need all the help you can get if you 
want to take down Team PokerPlayer... Or just 
buy us a beer at the bar and watch our game 
crumble to pieces. Either way, I hope to see you 
at the famous Vic casino soon!

can you take
Jarvis down
at the PPt?

TAP FoR bonuS conTEnT



THE 25/25 SERIES IS COMING  
TO A CASINO NEAR YOU

£25,000 UNCONDITIONAL GUARANTEE
£200+£20 Buy-in

8x £220 25/25 Series guaranteed online at  
www.grosvenorpoker.com each week

Grosvenor Casinos presents

Visit gukpt.com/2525series for more details

Download Grosvenor Poker Live  
for poker updates on the move

GUKPT

@GUKPT_Updates
keepitfun.rank.com

Over 18s only. Photo ID is required.
www.gambleaware.co.uk  

Upcoming 25/25 Dates

London Victoria 23rd - 26th October Bournemouth 31st October - 2nd November

Leicester 31st October - 2nd November Liverpool 21st - 23rd November
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Spinning it up 
I would like to say a huge 
thank you to PokerPlayer 
for a dream week in 
Sunny Beach, Bulgaria. I 

have bought the mag 
since day one and was 

lucky enough to win the $2,500 poker 
package in the Intertops competition. I 
found the Israeli Poker Championships in 
Bulgaria and decided that would be a 
good place to try my luck.

 I played the €700 High Roller and 
finished second for a €3,780 prize. I was 
gutted that I didn’t win, and didn’t sleep 
that night, but overall I had a brilliant 
week in a beautiful hotel, with the added 
bonus of playing poker.

What more could anyone want!
Chris Barnard 

Congrats on a great score in Bulgaria Chris, 
and also on finding one of the most obscure 
poker festivals we’ve never heard of! We 
love it when readers go on from our compos 
and make a significant cash. The next major 
event on our calendar is the PokerPlayer 
Tour Grand Final in London – turn to p60 for 
all the details. 

Spinning it up 
Have you played PokerStars’ new Spin & 
Go format? It basically puts you against 
two other players where the winner takes 
it all – but the prize pool is completely 
random. It can be anywhere from two to 
one thousand times your buy-in, so it 
gives you the chance to win big prizes 
from time to time. I’ve had  
a $300 prize pool as my 
biggest so far and won it. 
In the first weekend I 
managed to spin £20 into 
$1,300 – it turns out I’m 
pretty good at short, fast 
poker! It’s definitely worth 
a look and I find it fast and 
exciting. 
Christopher Aggett

As always in poker, it’s hard to tell who 
really is the best player, but with consistent 
success like this, Daniel Colman is definitely 
not just another kid running good – he’s a 
bona fide poker superstar. Expect Colman to 
feature heavily in PokerPlayer’s end-of-year 
awards issue coming soon – but don’t 
expect an interview with the media recluse 
anytime soon!

november pain 
Am I the only one who is sick of the 
November Nine now? Just let them play 
the WSOP Main Event out to a finish in 
the summer like they used to! It was cool 
for a few years but I think the November 
Nine has jumped the shark now. 
Harry Knowles

We have to disagree with you here Harry. 
While the November Nine doesn’t get the 
same attention it did when Phil Ivey, Dennis 
Phillips and Darvin Moon were the main 
stars, it does still add to the importance of 
the event. After all, would you even have 
heard of anyone on this year’s final table if it 
was played out in July? Turn to p22 for our 
preview of this year’s spectacular and how 
you can watch it live at home.

Spitting 
imageS 

Do you know a poker player that has a 
long-lost iDentical twin? let us know 
on twitter by clicking below

tHiS mOntH:

Huck Seed clint dempSey

Spin & Gos are a great new addition to 
PokerStars and perfect for anyone who only 
has a few minutes here and there to play 
– and yes, we do mean you sitting on the 
toilet at work. 

It sounds like you’re on a fantastic run 
Christopher but don’t get too cocky yet, 
these type of games have a lot of variance 
so it won’t all be as smooth sailing as you 
think. Enjoy the good run while it’s here! 

FantaStic colman 
I was blown away to see that Daniel 
Colman won another tournament this 
month – the £60k Alpha8 in London 
[turn to p12 for more] – the kid is 
absolutely incredible! Now I know they 

only had about 15 
players show up but you 
can only beat what is in 
front of you and the field 
was still really tough. Do 
you think that Colman’s 
success in 2014 means 
he is currently the best 
player in the world?
David Brown

STAR 
LETTER

Inbox
Send us  
your rants, 

questions and opinions –  
if you are the Star Letter 
you’ll win a pack of  
PokerPlayer playing cards

get in touch with us by email 
or via your favourite social 
media sites click here

PP

$22m won in 2014
and we still don’t

have an interview!

Spin & Gos: Add 
 a bit of gamble 

 to your game

tap For bonuS content



Season 11 of the European  
Poker Tour continues to set the 
standard for world poker with a 

fantastic main event in London that 
featured big name pros on the final table, 
mesmerising play and a dramatic finale 
that denied one of the game’s best 
players a historic second EPT title. But 
before we get to the conclusion, the story 
began with a much-improved field size of 
675 players hitting the Grand Connaught 
Rooms, up from 604 in 2013, showing 
that the EPT continues to gain 
momentum after the phenomenally 
successful Barcelona leg in August.  
While some big names – specifically EPT 
stalwart Daniel Negreanu – were battling 
it out on the other side of the world at  
the WSOP Asia-Pacific (see p10) the  
field remained star-studded and, to the 
delight of fans, stayed that way up to 
the final table.

Everywhere you looked household 
names were making it deep – from 
leading ladies Liv Boeree and Fatima 
Moreira de Melo (finishing 27th and 
28th, respectively) to Chris Moorman 
(38th), Johnny Lodden (42nd), Simon 
Deadman (16th) and the supremely 
talented Benny Spindler, who departed 
in ninth. A clutch of near-misses from 

big stars can often lead to an anonymous 
final table but not here in London. While 
German Sebastian Pauli led the way with 
a substantial chip lead, he faced a tough 
challenge from two former EPT champs in 
Jake Cody and Kevin MacPhee – it would 
be a battle that would go all the way. 

Laydowns and onesies
The rail was packed for this much-
anticipated final, with Jake Cody and 
Irishman Kevin Killeen bringing the most 
support. Cody’s rail was filled with the 
best of British talent while Killeen, who 
shot to fame by winning UKIPT Dublin in 
March, brought along a rowdy group of 
Irishmen, who all wore onesies to show 
their support. Whoever said live poker is 
boring was not watching this event! 

Cody and Killeen both used that 
support to their advantage, with Cody in 
particular making one fantastic fold that 
gained a lot of praise from guest EPT Live 
commentator Isaac Haxton. With the 
board reading T♥-8♥-8♠-6♣-Q♦ Cody 
faced a bet of 380,000 from Killeen,  
who had played pocket Kings trickily 
throughout the hand. Despite holding 
A-Q, Cody somehow snuffed out the 
danger and folded – he got all the 
information he needed from Artur Koren, 
who was next to act and called with Q-J.

Cody was playing great throughout  
but, as with almost all tournaments, it 
eventually came down to a series of 
preflop all-ins to decide his fate. This time 
the poker gods were not on Cody’s side, 
as he lost three straight effective 
coinflips versus MacPhee. Cody was now 
short and it was MacPhee who put the 
final nail in his bid to win a second EPT 
title. All the chips went in on a K♣-K♠-J♥ 
flop and Cody’s K♦-T♦ was way ahead of 
MacPhee’s Q♠-Q♣ –  
until the killer Q♥ on the turn finally 
eliminated Cody in fifth. The £133,800 
score will be welcomed by Cody but his 
wait for a second EPT title goes on. 

Germany’s Koren was next to go in 
fourth spot, leaving Killeen, MacPhee and 

 

SHUFFLE

Germany’s sebastian Pauli denies suPerstars Jake Cody  
and kevin maCPhee in a thrillinG ePt london main event

HigH drama in tHe West end
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Jake Cody had
to settle for fifth 

spot and £133k

Sebastian Pauli
triumphed on a 

great final table

NEWS  VIEWS  GOSSIP
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173 players flocked to the 
£10,000 EPT London High 
Roller event to continue the 

impressive numbers clocked up 
throughout the festival. The starting 
field was packed with poker superstars 
but the final table was relatively light  
on star power. Jorryt van Hoof, the 
November Nine chip leader (see p22) 
provided one curious subplot but 
unfortunately the Dutchman could  
only muster an eighth place finish. 

The fans’ favourite at the table was 
Britain’s own Craig McCorkell, who split 
the support with good friend Jake Cody, 

who was busy navigating his way 
through the Main Event final table 
across the room. McCorkell continued 
his 2014 trend of going so close, yet  
so far, by finishing in third place for  
a chunky £178,000 payday. It’s the  
latest in a string of excellent results  
this year that was highlighted by an 
unlucky 13th place finish in the WSOP 
Main Event for $441k. 

The top prize eventually went to 
Canadian pro Andrew Chen, who saw off 
Fady Kamar heads-up to win £394,200. 
It takes Chen’s lifetime live tournaments 
winnings to over $4m.

EPT London 
main EvEnT 
Buy-in: £4,250  Players: 675
Prize pool: £2,619,000

FINAL TABLE
1. SebaStian Pauli £499,700
2. Kevin MacPhee  £308,500
3. Kevin Killeen £220,500
4. artur Koren £168,900
5. JaKe cody £133,800
6. JaKub MroczeK £104,200
7. Jonathan benSadoun £75,900
8. Pablo Gordillo £51,900

dominating chip leader Sebastian Pauli. 
As they usually do at this point on the 
EPT, talk of a deal cropped up but Pauli 
was unprepared to settle for less than he 
felt his stack was worth, so the talks 
broke down. MacPhee, who was visibly 
annoyed at this turn of events, eliminated 
Killeen in third (for £220k) and the 
heads-up grudge match was set – with 
MacPhee this time turning down a deal 
offered by Pauli. 

Saint Pauli 
MacPhee was bidding to become only  
the second player to win two EPT titles –
Victoria Coren Mitchell broke the curse 
with a stunning victory in Sanremo earlier 
this year – but he couldn’t move past first 
gear against the formidable Pauli. A major 
hand occurred early in the match when, 
with three Eights on the board, MacPhee 
could easily have gone broke holding 
Sevens. Instead, he survived but 
surrendered more chips when Pauli 
showed up with pocket Aces. The 
momentum was all with Pauli and he 
finished the job a short time later when 
his A-Q dominated MacPhee’s A-T. The 
board ran out safely, and the dream was 
over for MacPhee as Pauli was declared 
the EPT London main event champion. 

The EPT now moves on to Prague in 
December but the Czech capital will be 
hard pressed to match the drama and 
excitement of London poker’s biggest 
production yet.

 The EPT  
continues to 

gain momentum 
after a hugely 

 successful  
Barcelona leg  
in august 

Second for Kevin
MacPhee, another

former ePt champ

canadian andrew
chen took the 
high roller honours

www.pokerplayer365.com

ANdrEw ChEN BEATs ouT BrIT CrAIg MCCorkELL To hIgh roLLEr TITLE

Take a Chen-Ce on me  

EPT London 
HiGH RoLLER 
Buy-in: £10,000  Players: 173
Prize pool: £1,244,600

FINAL TABLE
1. andrew chen £394,200
2. Fady KaMar £267,000
3. craiG MccorKell £178,000
4. leonid MarKin £145,800
5. SalMan behbehani £117,000
6. Martin QuacK £90,700
7. PhilliPPe d’auteuil £67,200
8. Jorryt van hooF £49,400

TaP for BoNUS coNTeNT
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T
he World series 
roadshow landed 
in Melbourne, 
australia this 
month for the 

second WsoP asia-Pacific 
(aPaC) festival. ten events 
were held – up from just five in 
the inaugural year – including a 
a$25k High roller. 

in 2013 the organisers were gifted a ton 
of publicity when both Phil ivey and daniel 
Negreanu shipped a bracelet each but this 
year the winner’s photos lacked such 
glamour. Jeff lisandro and George danzer 
were the most famous champs but it was 
the near-miss of Phil Hellmuth, who 
finished fourth in the a$2,200 NlHe 6-Max 
event, that garnered the most interest.  

the WsoP aPaC faced stiff competition 
from ePt london and that may have 

accounted for the alarming drop in 
numbers for the a$10k main 

event. Just 329 players entered, 
down significantly from the 405 
in 2013 when daniel Negreanu 
took down the a$1m top prize.

still, a$850k was there to 
play for and, going into the 
six-handed final, it looked like UK 
pro Jack salter’s name would be 

on the trophy. salter shot to fame at the 
ePt Grand Final in Monte Carlo earlier this 
year by finishing runner-up for €765k. 

He came into the final day as the chip 
leader but once again had to settle for 
second place after a crazy final hand 
versus champion scott davies. salter held 
Q♣-t♣ on a 6♥-t♥-t♠ flop and was very 
happy to get his entire stack into the 
middle; the only problem was that davies 
had flopped a full house with 6♦-6♠!  

the WsoP aPaC will take a hiatus in 
2015 as it alternates with the World series 
of Poker europe. this will take place in a 
new location in 2015, with details due to be 
announced soon. 

PP

Perfect 
seasoning

Salter has saved hisbest for the big events

 SHUFFLE WsoP aPaC 

Jack Salter’s excellent 2014 continues in Australia at the WSOP Asia-Pacific main event

The race to become 
WSOP Player of the 
Year went down to 

the wire at the Crown Casino 
as George Danzer and Brandon 
Shack-Harris duked it out for 
the coveted prize. Danzer 
came into Australia as the 
favourite after a stunning 
summer in Vegas where he 
won two WSOP bracelets, 
including beating rival 
Shack-Harris heads-up in the 
$10k Razz event. However, a 
last ditch runner-up finish 

from Shack-Harris in the $50k 
Players Championship meant it 
was all to play for. 

Daniel Negreanu was also  
in Australia gunning for 
back-to-back POY titles, but 
zero cashes across the ten 
events put paid to his hopes.  

As it was, a third bracelet 
for Danzer in the A$5k 8-Game 
Mix event sustained his lead 
but a dramatic climax was on 
the cards as Shack-Harris 
made a deep run in the main 
event. With just three tables 

remaining he was among 
the chip leaders, and a 
first or second place 
finish would secure him 
the title. However, it was 
not to be – Shack-Harris 
eventually finished in 17th  
leaving Danzer on top. 

Richard Ashby was the 
highest-placed Brit on the 
leaderboard in eighth, while 
Negreanu had to settle for a 
4th-place finish, slightly ahead 
of Big One for One Drop 
champion Daniel Colman. 

RHyTHm iS 
a DanzER
GeORGe DANzeR PiPS BRANDON SHACk-HARRiS 
TO THe WSOP PlAYeR Of THe YeAR TiTle

WSOP aSia-PaciFic 
main EvEnT 
Buy-in: A$10,000  Players: 329
Prize pool: A$3,125,000

FINAL TABLE
1. ScoTT DAvIES   A$850,136
2. JAck SALTEr  A$516,960
3. HENry WANg  A$343,805
4. kyLE MoNTgoMEry  A$231,287
5. FrANk kASSELA  A$164,089
6. ANgELA ITALIANo  A$118,769

2014 WSOP PLayER 
OF THE yEaR RESULTS
1. George Danzer  923.50 points
2. Brandon Shack-Harris 806.70 points
3. John Hennigan  557.88 points
4. Daniel Negreanu  519.08 points
5. ismael Bojang  467.91 points
6. Daniel Colman  452.40 points
7. Justin Bonomo  449.63 points
8. Richard Ashby  413.55 points

Scott Davies picked
up the gold bracelet

George Danzer won 
three bracelets in 2014



The essenTial online TournamenTs you need To play This monTh

six of  
the best

f
o

l
d

R
A

is
e

London poker 
The English capital 
was the centre of 
the poker world 
throughout October as over 1,000 
players turned out for the UKIPT, the 
EPT numbers showed a big increase 
and Dan Colman continued his historic 
run in the Alpha8. Rule Britannia!

The Stars maker 
Getting a picture of former 
PokerStars supremo Isai 
Scheinberg has proved 
nearly impossible. That is 
until the ‘Stars founder hit 
the news in unlikely fashion 
– by winning the UKIPT Isle of Man 
High Roller. Congrats to billionaire 
Isai on his £13,850 score.

$4m and counting
Isildur, Phil Galfond and 
Patrik Antonius may grab 
the headlines but it’s 
Russian pro Alex 
Kostritsyn who is walking 

away with the title of 
biggest online cash game 

winner in 2014. The 
26-year-old is currently up 
over $4m. Yes Gus, up.

The forgotten 
WSOP

When WSOP 
APAC clashed  

with the EPT there 
was only going to be one 

winner. Field sizes are small 
in the Australian World Series and we 
doubt organisers will host it in such a 
busy period of the year again.

So, so Scandi-lous 
2009 world champion Joe 
Cada has left Team 
PokerStars Pro for a new 
role as the ambassador of 
Norwegian Cruise Line’s 
first ever poker festival. Cada 
joins Jamie Gold as a former world 
champ now residing on the high seas 
– fine company, indeed.

New poker rogue 
Add Abraham Korotki’s 
name to the list of poker 
morons that have entered 
a Ladies-only event and 
won. Korotki shipped an 
event at Atlantic City’s 
Borgata casino for $20k and faced 
widespread criticism from females in 
the field. It’s not big and it’s not 
clever – cut it out stupid men!

CLICK THE 
PICS TO  
PLAY! 

1. pokersTars sunday million 
STARTS 7.30pm GMT  BUY-IN $215 
PRIzE POOL $1m
It started in 2006 and, eight years later, 
it’s better than ever. Outside of the major 
festivals like WCOOP, this is the one online 
tourney that could change your life.

4. sky poker super roller 
STARTS 8pm GMT  BUY-IN £110
PRIzE POOL £15,000
This deep-structured event awards around 
£5k for the winner, and the privilege of 
having your glorious victory shown on the 
Sky Poker TV channel. 

2. pkr $10,000 sunday showdown 
STARTS 7pm GMT  BUY-IN $30
PRIzE POOL $10,000 
The new software has made PKR better 
than ever, and this affordable Sunday 
evening tournament gives you the chance 
to spin $30 into more than $2,500. 

5. Grosvenor poker sunday warm up 
STARTS 4pm GMT  BUY-IN $88
PRIzE POOL $20,000
Grosvenor is the UK’s leading casino chain 
and you can play in this Sunday afternoon 
tournament for half the price of the 
traditional Sunday majors.

3. Full TilT poker sunday Brawl 
STARTS 4pm GMT  BUY-IN $255
PRIzE POOL $100,000
This classic tourney offers a big prize pool 
but you also get $40 every time you KO an 
opponent. Tons of satellites run to get you 
in for a fraction of the buy-in. 

6. The 888poker meGa micro
STARTS 6.30pm GMT  BUY-IN $3
PRIzE POOL $3,000
It’s hard to combine a low buy-in and great 
structure but 888poker has done it. Get in 
there on the cheap and come away with a 
bumper payday!

WHAT’S HOT  
And WHAT’S nOT 

THIS mOnTH

www.pokerplayer365.com

Tap for BoNUS coNTeNT



Phil Ivey’s £7.7m court case ended 
with the judge ruling in favour of 
Crockfords. Ivey won the amount 

playing Baccarat but his payout was 
withheld after claims that Ivey had been 
edge-sorting – exploiting flaws in the 
design of the playing cards. The judge’s 
ruling means Ivey will walk away with 
nothing, bar his original stake. 

Speaking through a spokesman Ivey 
said, ‘I am obviously disappointed with 
this judge’s decision... It is not in my 
nature to cheat and I would never do 
anything to risk my reputation… I believe 
that what we did was a legitimate 
strategy and we did nothing more than 
exploit Crockfords’ failures to take proper 
steps to protect themselves.’

Colman wins again!

standing the test of time

Angell blesses 
the cApitAl2

Daniel Colman’s 2014 winnings now exceed $22m after 
he won the London leg of the WPT Alpha8 for £600k. 
The £60k buy-in only drew 17 players and Colman 

eliminated Talal Shakerchi in third place before beating 
Max Altergott heads-up. With previous wins in the $1m Big 
One for One Drop, Seminole Hard Rock Poker Open and 
EPT Grand Final Super High Roller, Colman’s hot streak is 
one of the greatest twelve month achievements by any 
poker player in history. Now, about that interview… 

3
In the biggest update since launching in 2006, PKR  
has completely redesigned its online software  
to make it faster, smoother and easier to use. 

Major changes include a simplified lobby that allows 
you to instantly access the game of your choice, 
faster gameplay that will result in more hands  
per hour and the option to choose between 2D  
or 3D graphics. 

PKR isn’t turning its back on its 3D heritage 
though – a revamped avatar editor enables you to 
continue customising your experience down to the 
smallest details. PKR version 3.0 is on full release now – 
download it at PKR.com.

 4
Ten nominees, including Daniel Negreanu, Mike 
Matusow and Jennifer Harman, have been 
shortlisted for induction into the WSOP Hall of 

Fame. A 41-person panel comprising of poker media and 
living Hall of Famers will now vote on who makes the cut. 

Negreanu is considered a dead cert in what is his first 
year of eligibility (all candidates must be at least 40 years 
old). The results will be announced as part of the November 
Nine festivities in Las Vegas on November 9.

ulTImaTe heaTer goeS on wITh £600k london wIn

who wIll enTer The wSoP hall of fame In 2014?

the future of PKr
3d Poker SITe releaSeS major SofTware uPdaTe

1

PokerPlayer reader BreTT  
angell wInS ukIPT london

the 
nuts

poker stAr loses lAndmArk court bAttle AgAinst london cAsino

5
Season 4 of the PokerStars uk & Ireland Poker 
Tour came to a thrilling conclusion when Brett 
angell topped a huge field of 1,089 players to 

win the grand final in london’s Connaught rooms. 
angell collected £115k for the win, the biggest score  
of his career. The darlington-based pro eventually 
defeated Switzerland’s fabrizio fuchs heads-up when 
his a-k held against a-9 preflop. 

This isn’t the first time that angell has been featured 
in this magazine though. Back in 2010 he had the 
honour of hosting Steve ‘hillyThefish’ hill for a special 
home game. It’s fair to say he’s come a long way since 
those heady days!

Ivey loses
In £7.7m race

N
e

il
 S

to
d

d
a

r
t

Further proof that the
house always wins 

Home game hero 
to UKIPT champion



1Jamie Gold vs  
mike mcdonald 

An 18-year-old Mike McDonald gets a rude 
awakening from Jamie Gold at the inaugural 
WSOPE in 2007. Timex gets the money in 
good, with J-J versus 3-3 on a T-4-7 flop, 
before a sickening Three on the turn KOs 
McDonald. Gold proudly proclaims, ‘That’s 
what you get for calling with Jacks’, to 
general confusion all-round.
click To WaTcH!  

2 david ‘viffer’ PeaT  
vs PHil HellmuTH 

Hellmuth’s A-K looks in good shape on the 
K-7-3 flop but a Nine on the turn hits 
Viffer’s K-9. As the Poker Brat puts on his 
jacket Peat is only too happy to shout out, 
‘9-ball! Corner pocket!’ Cue table mirth.
click To WaTcH! 

3 PHil Gordon vs  
erick lindGren 

After a bluff by Erick Lindgren goes awry on 
Poker After Dark the hand appears to be 
over. However, Phil Gordon can’t resist 
rubbing it in by critiquing Erick’s play. It’s a 
move Gordon probably regrets to this day. 
click To WaTcH! 

4 Tony G vs  
surinder sunar 

The worst infraction by G-Man comes after 
he bluffs Sunar in a big pot: ‘I’m going to rip 
you apart so hard and you are going to 
suffer so much you will never want to play 
poker with me again!’ Indeed.
click To WaTcH! 

5 Tom dWan vs  
PeTer easTGaTe

Ordinarily, winning a $175k pot would be 
cause for celebration but Tom Dwan makes 
Peter Eastgate look foolish in this hand. 
Proof that gentle humiliation can be the 
best, and most painful, rubdown. 
click To WaTcH! 

The poker world’s fastest 
interview – 140 characters 
max per answer

Snap 
chat

PokerPlayer: You travel all 
around the world working 
for EPT Live – what’s 
your favourite location?
James Hartigan: I like 
going to new places. 
Vienna was awesome and 
I’m really looking forward 
to Malta next March. 

You’ve worked with Stapes 
for years now and survived. What’s 
your secret?
Vodka. 

Your, ‘They think it’s all over…it is 
now!’ moment must be when Vicky 
Coren won her second EPT. Have you 
ever seen anything like that before?
It’s definitely the biggest moment I’ve 
witnessed/commentated on. THAT  
line [‘It’s a brick, it’s a brick!’] will follow 
me forever. 

You’re a huge film geek. But why are 
poker films always so terrible?
Not true. Rounders? The Cincinnati 
Kid? Also, [Neil] Channing’s right: The 
Hustler is a great ‘poker’ movie. 

We stand corrected. Are you excited 
about the Rounders sequel?

No. Rounders tells a complete 
story. It doesn’t require 

another chapter. My 
expectations are low. 

Which player do you 
enjoy commentating on 

the most?
Artem Litvinov and his  

random raises and kick-ass 
karate moves. What 

more does a poker TV 
show need?

Do you get 
frustrated when 
players don’t talk 
at the table?
They’re welcome to 
talk or stay silent. All I 
ask is that they act 
quickly. And, ideally, don’t 
play heads-up for EIGHT hours! 

Last question. Would you rather:  
a) Watch a Runner Runner/Lucky 
You marathon  
b) Get locked in a lift with Stapes 
(with no vodka). 
This sounds like one of Joe’s race 
situations. Option b) has the SLIGHT 
statistical advantage.

james hartigan

I’ll have a double
vodka and Stapes
on the rocks please
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WWW. PokerPlayer365.com

Artem Litvinov is
always good value
at the poker table

Not all poker
films are turkeys

Don’t get your
money in good

against this man

rude rubdowns
Top 5

Tap for BoNUS coNTeNT



Last month we reported on a best-of-
three heads-up battle between Gus 

Hansen and Viktor ‘Isildur1’ Blom that was 
set to take place on Full Tilt Poker for a 
$50k prize. Unfortunately, Hansen dropped 
out but Jake Cody filled in at the last 
minute: ‘I only knew 24 hours beforehand 
that I’d be playing.’ It wasn’t an ideal 
scenario for Cody: ‘Blom wouldn’t have 
been my first choice of somebody to play 
three tables of heads-up poker against –  
in three different games. I mean my best 
game is no-limit hold’em, and even in NLHE 
he probably has an edge – never mind 
2-7 draw and 7-card stud hi-lo!’ 

Things didn’t start well for 
Cody who, ‘busted the NLHE 
match straight away. It was 
a three-bet pot and by the 
time it got to the turn I had 
a straight flush draw and 
was all-in against his 
regular flush draw and pair, 
and his hand held.’ So, for 
Cody to ship the $50k and 

the plaudits he had to beat Isildur in the 
other two matches, contested at games he 
wasn’t experienced in. Could he do it?

Full Blom For the victor 
No. But Cody gave it his best shot, ‘I 
battled him pretty well in NL draw, but  
a hand came up in which we got it all-in 
before the first draw and he had me beat. 
Then he ground me down in the stud hi/lo.’ 

Despite going 0-3 in the contest, Cody, 
‘felt okay about how I competed. I didn’t 
feel like I’d gotten owned.’ Cody was full of 

praise for his opponent too: ‘Blom is a 
great player... It’s hard to argue 

against his being one of the 
best, especially when it 

comes to online heads-up. 
And of course then he 
turned around and topped 
me in the [WCOOP] Main 
Event, making it all the way 
to the final table and 

finishing ninth [see p18 for  
a full report].’

Online 
legends 
Reliving the gReatest  
playeRs in online histoRy 

Johnny ‘bad_ip’ Lodden
Who? in the mid-2000s lodden 
was arguably the biggest winner 
in the world at online cash 
games. after losing the 
then-biggest pot of all time, 
worth $465k in 2007, lodden 
went broke. 

Where are they now? lodden bounced back 
in style as a long-term member of team 
pokerstars pro and is focusing on live Mtts 
where he has winnings of over $2m. 

take the positives from
everything and prosper

Daniel negreanu 
Kid poker took to his blog last 
month to talk about a tough hand 

he played in a plo event at the recent 
Wsop apaC. he elected to fold a strong 
hand on the turn, and made a good point 
about the difference between 
tournaments and cash games: ‘there is 
added incentive to fold in a tournament 
especially when you are above the 
average late in the event. in a cash 
game, that has no relevance.’

sadly for negreanu, his fold was bad. 
‘Bojang quickly tabled his hand… he 
bluffed me and it was a brilliant play.’ 
however, negreanu remained positive:  
‘sometimes in poker you can make what 
appears to be the wrong decision in the 
moment, but in the long run that 
decision will serve you well.’ Follow that 
advice and in a few year’s time you too 
could have millions in the bank and the 
adulation of fans around the world.

All the latest poker highlights from the online world

Best of the web
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Jake Cody

 SHUFFLe tHe MoNtH oNliNe

BeST 
oF

BLoGS

Cody 2.0 stepped in when

gus hansen dropped out
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check  
it out! 
Top videos on The 
web This monTh

CLiCK heRe for the latest news and exclusive freerolls

tweetin’ out! 
The craziesT pics TweeTed by The poker world

 For those following my trip. Plane had 
leaking engine and had to turn around mid 
trip to land in honolulu. can’t make this 
stuff up.”
GreG ‘@GregMerson’ MerSoN

 overheard at poker: “he’s a scumbag! 
A nice scumbag… the worst kind there is!”
JeNNifer ‘@Jtillathekilla2’ Tilly

 Quite like the idea that each leg of a 
tour should embrace the local culture. 
celebrated the local love of queuing 
#ukiPtLondon” 
Neil ‘@Senseichanning’ chaNNiNG

 if i had a Poker hall of Fame vote i 
would nominate Bruno Fitoussi and John 
Duthie in the builders category. Player 
category: John Juanda.”
DaNiel ‘@realKidpoker’ NeGreaNU

 People who object to Gus [hansen, for 
hall of Fame], have no idea how brilliant & 
influential a tourney player he is. he 
crushed the tour when he played”
eriK ‘@erik_Seidel’ SeiDel

 these guys think they can 3bet me in 
this tournament… they have another 
thing coming (my chips)”
DaNiel ‘@junglemandan’ caTeS

learn the art
of zoom poker

don’t forget to follow us on Twitter @pokerplayer365

rick 
‘@theclaimer1984’ 

Trigg 
out with the boyyyyyyz 

#cremedelecreme

phil 
‘@phil_hellmuth’ 

hellmuth
a young ph on the cover  
of poker world Magazine.  

pic reminds me of the 
beatles… check out  

the date!

World’s most 
annoying man?
some will love him and some 
will hate him, but it’s clear 
that loudmouth american 
curtis rystadt is the early 
star of espN’s wsop 
coverage. enjoy his verbal 
lashing after his Q-4 cracks 
aces in this classic hand.
click To waTch

Zoom strategy 
Team pokerstars online pro 
randy ‘nanonoko’ lew has 
just released an excellent 
strategy series on how to 
play zoom poker. The 
four-parter starts here. 
click To waTch

creating Stars 
New video series inside 
pokerstars features 
revealing interviews with the 
major players behind the 
world’s biggest poker site. 
episode one takes a look at 
what the future holds for 
pokerstars. 
click To waTch

law of the Jungle:
Three-bet me if you

want my chips

antonio 
‘@Magicantonio’ 

esfandiari 
Nothing better than a 

personalized drawing of 
me punishing phil 

hellmuth by the great 
@officialgodard

www.pokerplayer365.com

some of stars’ more

famous employees

rystadt: No
shrinking violet

liv 
‘@liv_boeree’ 

boeree
dust warrior 

#burningMan
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MASSIVE FINAL TABLE ACTION THIS MONTH, PLUS THE LAUNCH OF SHARK CAGE

BEST POKER VIDEOS

2014 WSOP Main event
catch up before the final table on november 10

Shark cage eP 1
players shoot for $1m in pokerstars’ new tv show

2014 WcOOP Main event
highlights from the $10m online world championship

ePt LOndOn finaL tabLe
jake cody and kevin macphee battle for the trophy

ivey On edge SOrting
watch the full interview with showtime’s 60 minutes

WSOP aPac Main event
can jack salter win the bracelet for the uk?

 ShUffLe VIDEOS

YOU MUST BE 
ONLINE TO 
WATCH THE 

VIDEOS



2 0 1 4  W C O O P

S e r i o u s  b u s i n e s s

2 0 1 4 
W C O O P



Tap for BoNUS coNTeNT

www.pokerplayer365.com

You can trace the modern 
game of poker through the 
WSOP. From its humble 
beginnings in Binion’s 
through to Moneymaker’s 

boom and Gold’s bluster, a bracelet is still 
the most-wanted accessory for any poker 
player. But you don’t have to fly to Vegas 
to get one now. And while the WCOOP 
(World Championship of Online Poker) 
bracelet might lack the cachet of its 
WSOP equivalent, it’s rapidly catching up.  

From fairly humble beginnings in 2002 
(nine events, $730k total prize pool), the 
WCOOP has blossomed. In 2005 the total 
prize pool grew to $12m, broke the $50m 
ceiling in 2009 and peaked in 2010 with 
an incredible $63m across 62 events.

Black Friday tried to put a spanner in 
the works, but failed. After a dip in 2011 
($47m), the WCOOP hit back with prize 
pools of $55m and $62m, and this year's 
– which took place September 7-28 – just 
missed out again on breaking the all-time 
record. Here’s how it went down…

If you’re an online grinder, 
this is the time to stock up 
supplies, batten down the 
hatches and play for millions 
in the richest online series 
of the year. We bring you the 
full story across 66 events 
and $62m in prize money2 0 1 4 

W C O O P
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pocket Jacks against Richard 
‘nutsinho’ Lyndaker’s J-T. 

The standout performer of the  
first third of the WCOOP turned  

out to be from the UK too. Scott 
‘Aggro Santos’ Margereson’s 

impressive run started in Event 
#18, and if your normal 
WCOOP structure is deep and 
slow, this was all about speed 
– a $320 NL Turbo Zoom 
event. 2,227 runners got ready 

for some fast-paced action and 
Aggro Santos won his first 

WCOOP title after a number of 
deals were shot down on the final 

table. He ended up with the official 
first prize of $106,896 and his first 
bracelet. Fast forward to Event #22 
and he was at it again, with his 
second WCOOP title in three days 
coming in the $215 NLHE Sunday 
Warm-Up. 8,139 players saddled up 
for the two-day event and with eight 
left Margereson was the chip leader. 
A deal was struck this time round 
with the action four-handed and 
Margereson took the lion’s share.  
He guaranteed himself another 
$182k with $20k to add on if he  
could close the tournament up. It was 
never in doubt and he converted an 
absolutely dominating heads-up lead 
into a second bracelet with A-2 
against Agrobot_388Z’s Q-5. 

Star power
The first high roller of the 2014 
WCOOP delivered all the expected 
star power and Event #23, with its 
$10,300 buy-in, saw 322 players and 
43 rebuys create a $3.65m prize 
pool. Doug ‘WCGRider’ Polk and Ben 
‘Sauce123’ Sulsky made the final 
table but went in eighth and fifth 
respectively before vicenfish from 
Portugal claimed the $637,436 first 
prize. Possibly the first ‘big’ winner 
came in Event #33 though, when 
two-time SCOOP and WSOP bracelet 
winner David ‘WhooooKidd’ Baker 
added a WCOOP bracelet to the mix. 
With WSOP bracelets in 2-7 and 
H.O.R.S.E. Baker is a mixed game 
specialist and used this to good 
effect in the $320 WCOOP 8-Game 
event. 629 players contested the 
$188,700 prize pool and Baker 
triumphed over Connor Drinan in 
second. If you recognize that name, 
Drinan was the chap on the wrong 
end of the bad beat from hell when 
his Aces were cracked by Aces in the 
$1m buy-in Big One for One Drop 

he 2014 WCOOP got underway on a 
Sunday – the traditional big day for 
online MTTs – with a trio of 
tournaments led out by a mega  
$109 Kick-Off event that saw 10,129 
players create a $1m+ prize pool. 
Estonian player RahvusKala took 
down the first bracelet of the  
WCOOP and $137,289 after a deal 
heads-up. Event #2 also broke the 
$1m prize pool and saw the first UK 
player make a final table – 
cheeky4714 – who came fifth for 
$35,993. Both of these were dwarfed 
by Event #3, a special $215 edition of 
the Sunday Million, which attracted 
11,634 runners creating a $2.3m 
prize pool. whipEEr from the Czech 
Republic took the lion’s share after a 
deal but the bracelet went to Ryan 
‘gutshtallin’ Welch, a US bracelet 
winner now playing out of Mexico. 

First blood for UK
We had to wait until Event #14 for the 
first UK bracelet, an honour that went 
to CHRISCCC in the $530 NL 6-Max 
Hold’em. When the bubble burst in 
this Knockout tourney, Liv Boeree, 
Chris Moneymaker and Jonathan 
Duhamel were still kicking, but none 
made the end of the day when just 22 
players were left. Hovering near the 
top of the chips was Ludovic 
‘ludovi333’ Geilich who made it to the 
final six, along with CHRISCCC who 
was now the big stack. Geilich had 
started second in chips but couldn’t 
get anything going and departed in 
fourth when he moved in under the 
gun with 8♣-7♣ and was called by 
pocket Nines. A deal was struck 
three-handed before CHRISCCC  
won his first WCOOP title with  

2014
WCOOP
in numbers

66 events
$61,934,886  
total prize money awarded 
across the 2014 WCOOP

$730,000  
total prize money awarded 
in the first ever WCOOP, 
back in 2002

$7,044,027.95  
total money won by UK 
players in 2014, good for 
second place behind Canada 
($9,079,823.82)

$10,710,000  
prize pool in the 2014 



www.pokerplayer365.com

(watch it through your fingers here: 
tinyurl.com/bigbadbeat).  

The UK notched up another three 
bracelets in Events #39 (treven7, 
$215 NL Hold’em), #46 (Neptune04, 
PL 5-Card Omaha 6-Max) and #47 
(jareth3542, $320 NL Hold’em), 
before long-time pro Adam ‘Roothlus’ 
Levy won his second WCOOP title in 
the $320 Mixed NLHE/PLO 
tournament. Meanwhile the Player  
of the Series title was heating up with 
the UK’s Alan ‘Mr Negreanu’ Gold on 
top after 15 cashes but no outright 
wins. He would go on to win it with 
another two cashes (see boxout) in 
the remaining events, after a sweat in 
the Main Event saw him hold onto the 
lead by just ten points. Gold was 
pushed to the end by WhatIfGod,  
who scored his second WCOOP title 
of the series in Event #55, the $320 
NLHE 6-Max. 

The smallest field of the 2014 
WCOOP was Event #65, the $10,300 
8-Game High Roller. This year’s event 
drew 104 runners and more than 
doubled the $500k guarantee with a 
final prize pool of $1,040,000. Daniel 
Negreanu bubbled it, but big names 
like Theo Jorgensen and the UK’s 
Stephen Chidwick survived to make 
the cash. Jani ‘kiiski’ Vilmunen went 
on to win his second WCOOP title and 
the $231,200 first prize. 

It just left one bracelet to be won, 
and it was the big one – the $5,200 
$10m guaranteed Main Event. Turn 
the page to see who won it all.

2014 Player  
of the Series
Mr NegreaNu takes the title  
with 17 cashes across 66 eveNts

No, not that one. Daniel Negreanu might be the only 
player to win the wsoP Player of the Year series twice, 
but he’s going to have to wait to get his hands on the 

online equivalent. Mr Negreanu is the online name of uk player 
alan gold and he hates it. he picked it, ‘in 2003 after 
watching Daniel on tv. what i would give to change it!’

still, it seems to be working. with mixed game 
experience built up over 11 years of being a pro, gold 
notched up an impressive 17 cashes, including a 
runner-up finish at event #15, a $320 stud h/l which 
netted him $20,328. it also helped him to his total of 
350 points, more than any other wcooP player. 

gold might not have won a bracelet, but he scoops 
seats in the Pca, the ePt grand Final and tcooP Main 
event, and will be looking to better his best ever live 
cash – €187,494 when he won last year’s ukiPt galway. 

WCOOP Main Event, the 
richest since Black Friday

$1,300,000  
prize won by Main Event winner 
Fedor ‘CrownUpGuy’ Holz

19 number of cashes by 
vovtroy in the 2014 

WCOOP, more than any other 
player across the 66 events

9 number of bracelets won 
by Russian players. Canada 

were second (eight) and UK tied 
for third with Mexico (six)

3 double bracelet winners  
in 2014: Aggro Santos, 

Assad91 and WhatIfGod

 The first  
high roller of  

the 2014 WCOOP 
delivered all  
the expected 
starpower 

sorry Daniel, it's not
you this time round



It’s the rIchest onlIne tournament In the 
world wIth over $10m up for grabs over two 
days of naIl-bItIng actIon 
Buy-in: $5,200  EntriEs: 2,142  PrizE Pool: $10,710,000

The 2014 WCOOP Main Event hit its $10m guarantee without 
smashing it out of the park, but it’s safe to say it was one of the 
toughest online fields ever assembled. With play scheduled to end 

for the day after level 22, just 271 players remained from the field of 2,142. 
With 270 players getting paid, it gave the ultra short stacks 12 full hours 
to sweat their fate. At the other end of the chip counts, Viking8844 was 
left to bask as the overnight chip leader with 613,924. 

In the end Matt ‘All_in_at420’ Stout was the last player to leave with 
nothing, as he explained on Twitter; ‘Just busted on the stone bubble of 
the #WCOOP Main Event on the first hand back of day 2, JJ<AK. Perfect 
end to a horrid series. #sigh’. It left everyone else in the money and 
looking up to the huge payouts on the final table. 

As we hoped, the Main Event ended up drawing a stacked final table, 
with online pros butting heads with two star players, Viktor ‘Isildur1’ Blom 
and Faraz ‘The-Toilet 0’ Jaka. For the first time the action was screened 
through a live webcast with James Hartigan and Joe Stapleton, but it 
didn’t go according to plan. As you can’t predict the start time of an 
online final table, the broadcast was set for 5.30am UK time. By that time 
two players had been eliminated, including the big star Isildur1! 

Shortly after the webcast started, Pokerl)evil – who incredibly made the 
final table of the WCOOP main event and went out in seventh last year – 
saw history repeat itself when he got it in with Queens against Tens only 
to see CrazyElior flop a set. Once he’d gone the remaining six players 
entered protracted deal negotiations, which went on for well over half an 
hour. Pokerl)evil took just over $241k for seventh, the next player took 
$650k and Fedor ‘CrownUpGuy’ Holz ended up with the bracelet and the 
only seven-figure score, with $1.3m – not bad for a couple of nights’ work.

2014
WCOOP
MAIN EVENT

Q&A: 
Fedor ‘CrownUpGuy’ Holz
German pro Fedor Holz has made a 

meteoric rise through the 
stakes, and 2014 has been the 
pinnacle thus far. It saw him 
play his first Super High Roller 
at the Barcelona EPT, and ship 
€58,000 in the €2,000 8-max 
event, before it was all eclipsed 

by his $1.3m score in the 
WCOOP Main Event. 

PokerPlayer: Congrats on 
the massive score! 

How does it feel?
Fedor Holz: It feels 

amazing – this  
is the most 

prestigious 

WatCH CroWnUpGUy Win a million
If you missed it live you can see all the highlights (including Isildur1’s 
brief appearance) with commentary from Nick Wealthall and Matthias 
De Meulder. Turn to page 17 now!

1 CrownUpGuy austria $1,300,000
2 theNERDguy brazil $708,251
3 neckbr4ke germany $651,430
4 Crazy Elior united Kingdom $780,227
5 The-Toilet 0 poland $945,000
6 19Dan86 united Kingdom $769,813
7 Pokerl)eviL canada $214,200
8 MaltLiquor40 canada $160,650
9 Isildur1 united Kingdom $107,100

 It's safe to  
say that the 

main event was 
one of the 

toughest online 
fields ever 
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PP

tournament online, and to win it is  
just indescribable. 

PP: You’re only 21 – when did you 
start playing?
FH: About three years ago. I moved  
up too fast really from $2 sit-and-gos 
to $30 buy-ins. That was a mistake, 
but it created a great challenge for  
me that spurred me forwards. The  
big moments in recent years were 
shipping the Super Tuesday on 
PokerStars and an FTOPs ship on  
Full Tilt. 

PP: Did you play a lot of other 
WCOOP events this year?
FH: I just played two! I was travelling 
in California, hiking in the mountains 
for most of the WCOOP. 

PP: You won a last minute satellite 
to the event - were you going to 
play it anyway?

FH: I was already registered direct, 
but I always play the last minute 
satties because they are such good 
value. I would have played the Main 
Event either way though.

PP: How do you prepare for such a 
long tournament? 
FH: I slept a lot. I deliberately slept 
through until 5pm that day. So that 
long sleep really helped me to 
maintain focus through the long Day 1. 
For Day 2 I woke myself up at 8pm! 
While that’s obviously extreme, I think 
most players don’t sleep enough, or 
get into a good cycle suited to the 
tough online grind. It’s so important.

PP: What did you use your five 
minute breaks for?
FH: Refilling my water! Sometimes I 
watch a motivational video, I’m a 
pretty big fan of those. If I start to feel I 
might not ship a tourney I watch one.

PP: How did the event go overall, 
apart from winning it! It seems you 
were pretty stacked for most of it.
FH: Yeah, I think there were maybe 
two phases where I was like okay, 
maybe I’m not winning. One was 
three-handed because of the chip 
stacks. Mentally, when there were 
about 30-40 players left I was 
convinced I was going to win it. I don’t 
know why.

PP: How did you feel about the final 
table line-up?
FH: I was happy with it. I had notes on 
everybody – I had one important read 
on a player which allowed me to win a 
lot of chips later on, a bet sizing tell.

PP: The deal went on for a long 
time, and almost broke down over a 
single $1,000. Was there a lot of 
ego involved?
FH: I think it’s reasonable and just a 
matter of plain value. It’s just a matter 
of time before someone chimes in and 
says, ‘just take the $1k.’ It depends on 
the ego of the table overall. 

PP: How did you feel mentally 
before and after the deal took 
place – did it take a lot of the 
pressure off?
FH: It didn’t change much. Before the 
deal I wanted to win the tournament 
and after the deal I wanted to win the 
tournament. After the deal you do 
have a couple of minutes where you’re 
just crazily happy, but after the game 
resumed I just got on with it.

PP: What's the secret of your 
success?
FH: Don’t feel down when it’s not 
going as planned. Being mentally 
balanced and having non-poker inputs 
around you is so important. Growing 
as a person, not just as a poker player, 
is the most important lesson I’ve 
learned I think. 

PP: What are your plans for the 
future?  
FH: In poker, I really want to get a big 
live score. Winning the side event in 
Barcelona was so different from 
winning online – it just kicks me so 
much more. I will focus on playing all 
the big events, EPTs, the Super High 
Rollers. I also hope to start some 
business ventures too, maybe a 
start-up. Just as in poker, I aim to start 
small, learn from my mistakes, and 
maybe find some success.

Tap for BoNUS coNTeNT



It began in early July with 
6,683 hopefuls from 87 
countries and halted a week 

later with just nine players remaining. 
Then followed the habitual, thumb-
twiddling, four-month wait for the 
Main Event finalists to reconvene in 
the Rio in Vegas where, on November 
10, they will battle it out until only the 
world champion remains. This time 
round they will also be vying for a 
whopping $10m first prize, the largest 
since 2006. 

The participants, including a quartet 
of Americans for the rambunctious 
home crowd to rally behind, are each 
within touching distance of the 
life-changing cash, coveted WSOP 
bracelet, and the priceless recognition 
of being crowned world champion. 

Nine remain. But who will win?JO
E

 G
IR

O
N

The 
mighTy 

nine
1. JORRyT VAn hOOF  

Chips: 38,375,000
Nationality: Netherlands  Odds: 3/1

Cash game specialist van Hoof is 
the chip leader with 19.1% of the 

chips. However, he doesn’t exactly hold 
an unassailable lead; not since 2008 has 

the big stack commandeered less than 20% 
of the chips in play, which means it’s a fairly 
compressed gap between him and Bruno 
Politano at the bottom of the pile. The 
Dutchman, who has accumulated $358k in live 
winnings, has experience, the chip lead and an 
amusing surname – a dangerous combination.  

POkeRPlAyeR sAys: The bookies have chalked 
van Hoof up as the 3/1 favourite, although 
being chip leader comes with high expectations 
and plenty of pressure. 

2. FeliX sTePhensen  
Chips: 32,775,000
Nationality: Norway  Odds: 5/1
Oslo’s Felix Stephensen is out to make poker 
history by becoming the first Norwegian to 
take the title. The Scandi has won over $300k 
in online MTTs but is relatively inexperienced 
live with just two cashes worth $22k before his 
summer run-good. 

POkeRPlAyeR sAys: The accomplished online 
player has stockpiled a good stack but his lack 
of live experience makes him a long-shot.  

3. mARk neWhOUse  
Chips: 26,000,000
Nationality: USA  Odds: 5/1
Unsurprisingly, Newhouse grabbed the lion’s 
share of headlines this summer by reaching 

consecutive Main Event final tables. The last 
person to achieve that feat was Dan Harrington 
in 2003 and 2004, although the field sizes are 
significantly larger nowadays, which makes 
Newhouse’s accomplishment more impressive. 
The American pro will be anxious to eclipse his 
disappointing ninth place finish last year.

POkeRPlAyeR sAys: His appearance, albeit 
short-lived (and featuring a bowl haircut), at 
the 2013 final table will stand ‘Newhizzle’ in 
good stead. Our official pick to win it all. 

4. AnDOni lARRABe  
Chips: 22,550,000 
Nationality: Spain  Odds: 8/1
At 22-years-old, the Atletico Madrid fan is the 
baby of the bunch. That said, Larrabe has years 
of experience under his belt and, rumour has it, 
he surreptitiously played using his father’s 
online poker account when he was just 16. Tsk. 

He’s since crushed online games and racked 
up over $340k in the live arena, including three 
cashes at this year’s WSOP. 

POkeRPlAyeR sAys: The first Spaniard to reach a 
Main Event final table since 2001, but he ain’t 
no Matador. Prediction: Seven-bet blow-up. 

5. DAniel sinDelAR  
Chips: 21,200,000
Nationality: USA  Odds: 8/1
As a Sin City resident, Sindelar will feel right  
at home when he takes his seat and Jack Effel 
bellows ‘Shuffle up and deal’. An avid golfer 
with live poker winnings totalling $527k, 
Sindelar cashed in four of the 19 WSOP events 
he entered this summer. He’s played the Main 
Event for the past six years and this is the first 

After a four month wait 
 the WSOP Main Event final 
table is finally upon us. Who 
will win? Julian Rogers 
gazes into his crystal ball...

William 
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 They will  
also be vying  

for a whopping 
$10m first prize, 
the largest since 

2006 
time he’s made it into the 
money – proving good things 
come to those who wait. 

PokerPlayer says: He has home advantage and 
plenty of support on the rail, but this Sinde-
rella story is not likely to have a happy ending.
 
6. BIlly PaPPaCoNsTaNTINoU  
Chips: 17,500,000
Nationality: USA  Odds: 11/1
The man with the tongue-twister of a surname 
has been a pro foosball superstar since he was 
12! In terms of poker, ‘Pappas’ had a modest 
$20k in live winnings to his name, while this 
was the first WSOP event he’s ever entered. 

PokerPlayer says: With a cool nickname, 
lumberjack beard and interesting backstory, 
Pappas is the People’s Champion. It’s just a 
shame then he’s got less chance of winning 
than Blonde Electric have of winning X Factor.

7. WIllIaM ToNkING  
Chips: 15,050,000 
Nationality: USA  Odds: 16/1
Cash game specialist Tonking admits to being 
‘not much of a tournament player’. However, 
negotiating a Main Event field stuffed with 
pros, amateurs, and the odd crazy donk, to 
reach the final nine disproves that. 

PokerPlayer says: Looks like he’ll struggle to 
make a significant impression, but we’ve 
backed worse 16/1 shots before. A lot worse. 

8. MarTIN JaCoBsoN  
Chips: 14,900,000
Nationality: Sweden  Odds: 8/1

The bespectacled Swede 
ended Day 1 as the chip leader 

and was never all-in for his 
tournament life during the whole 

week of competition! Jacobson also cashed 
three times this summer at the WSOP and is a 
regular face on the EPT circuit, racking up 
almost $5m in tournament winnings. That far 
outstrips his eight opponents’ total prize 
money. The fly in the ointment is that he finds 
himself in eighth position with plenty to do.

PokerPlayer says: Jacobson will be a clear 
favourite to win if he gets off to a fast start, 
but he’s just as likely to bust in ninth looking 
for a double-up. Watch for fireworks early…

9. BrUNo PolITaNo  
Chips: 12,125,000  
Nationality: Brazil  Odds: 18/1
The first Brazilian ever to reach a Main Event 
final table, Politano may be the short stack but 
he still has 30 big blinds to play with. After the 
debacle of the World Cup, Brazilian fans could 
do with a bit of cheer – but is Bruno a star like 
Neymar or a dud like David Luiz?

PokerPlayer says: With $730k locked up and 
nothing to lose, Politano could turn out to be 
the dark horse if he wants to gamble. 

The highs and lows  
of The november nine 
PhIl Ivey v DarvIN MooN, 
2009 
A pesky Queen dashes the hopes of 
poker great Phil Ivey, while Mike 
Matusow sums up the mood in the 
Penn & Teller theatre: ‘How did they put 
a fu♣♠ing Queen right in the window?’ At 
least Ivey enjoyed his apple, though. 
CLICK TO WATCH  

IvaN DeMIDov v  
DeNNIs PhIllIPs, 2008 
Russian Ivan Demidov pulls off a 
ballsy shove on the flop to scoop a 
huge pot versus trucker Phillips. As 
usual, Norman Chad sums up the 
situation perfectly: ‘It’s as if an 
18-wheeler has flattened Dennis Phillips.’
CLICK TO WATCH  

JoNaThaN DUhaMel v  
JosePh CheoNG, 2010 
Joseph Cheong redefines the word 
‘blow-up’ by six-bet shoving A-7 into 
Jonathan Duhamel’s pocket Queens. 
The 176m chip pot is still the largest 
in WSOP history. 
CLICK TO WATCH  PP

www.pokerplayer365.com

Dan 
Sindelar

Martin 
Jacobson Bruno 

Politano

STaTe  
of Play 

Blinds: 200k/400k/a50k 
largest stack: 38,375,000

short stack: 12,125,000
average stack: 22,000,000

The cards will be in the air at  
5pm (1am GMT) on Monday Nov 10, 

and again at 6pm the following 
day when the remaining 
three play for the win.

follow  
The acTion! 

So you’ve had a bet and want to 
watch your favourite player take it 

down? The good news is that you can 
watch it live on ESPN Player 

(ESPNPlayer.com) – a two-day pass 
costs £2.99.  

 
Use #WSOP to discuss the 

action on Twitter.

VerDicT: Back Mark Newhouse at 
5/1 with Sky Bet but stick a saver on 
Martin Jacobson at 8/1 with Paddy 
Power or bet365. He’s nursing the 
second shortest stack, but still has 
plenty of room for manoeuvre.

Tap for BoNUS coNTeNT



european poker tour

To celebrate ten years of the EPT Julian Rogers 
meets the main players behind the rise and rise of 

the world’s biggest poker tour
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B
ack in 2002, the World  
Poker tour (WPt) launched in 
the US, boasting head-spinning 
prize pools, extravagant 
final-table arenas and the 
venerable Mike Sexton calling 

the action. it was an instant ratings winner 
for cable tV’s obscure travel channel. Yet to 
label it a global poker odyssey was a bit of a 
misnomer as it barely set foot off US soil, 
leading John duthie to think: ‘it wasn’t 
really a world poker tour, so i had the idea, 
“Why don’t i start a european poker tour?”’ 
at the time, leeds-born duthie was a 
director and producer of primetime serial 
dramas in the Uk, although he shot to fame 
in the poker world after winning £1m in the 
inaugural Poker Million on the isle of Man 
in 2000. ‘i’d played a lot around europe and 
knew many of the cardroom managers, and 
i had tV contacts, so i thought i could get 
the ePt up and running.’

Staging big televised tournaments in 
some of the continent’s most glamorous 
locations doesn’t come cheap, so duthie 
knew he needed a major online poker site to 
sponsor and bankroll the bold venture. he 
went knocking on doors and subsequently 
held talks with representatives from 
PokerStars, UltimateBet, ladbrokes, 
interPoker and PartyPoker. the latter was 
shaping up to table the most lucrative 
sponsorship deal, but duthie secretly 
hankered for the signature of isai 
Scheinberg, the reclusive founder and 
owner of PokerStars. duthie felt PokerStars’ 
stellar software and growing reputation as  
a hub for tournament poker meant it could 
provide the ‘critical mass’ of online 
qualifiers he needed.

duthie and PokerStars chiefs thrashed 
out the specifics during a 90-minute 
conference call, but attendee nolan dalla, 
PokerStars’ media director in 2004, admits 
he harboured concerns. ‘My scepticism 
wasn’t against John duthie, but poker 
players don’t tend to be great business 
people and their ideas don’t tend to be that 
good,’ he says. ‘even doyle Brunson and 

chip reese never did that 
well in business.’ duthie 
concurs, although he 
didn’t ply his trade as a 
card player: ‘i was a tV 
director and producer 
so people took me 
slightly more seriously.  
if you are a businessman 
and play poker as a hobby 
then you have a bit more 
leverage, but had i just been a 
poker player it probably wouldn’t  
have worked.’

A premium pair 
according to dalla, PokerStars was 
‘desperate’ to appear on television and 
boost the site’s profile after surveying 
players for their views on the company’s 
image. ‘We were considered a conservative, 
stodgy company, kind of like a bank – not 
sexy,’ he remembers. ‘We were a very good 
company but everybody thought that 
PartyPoker was hip and fun.’ PartyPoker 
was the runaway leader in 2004 and its 
parent company, PartyGaming, was worth 
more than British airways when it floated 
on the FtSe 100.

Brokering a deal with the embryonic ePt 
was a chance to suppress PartyPoker’s 

dominance and give 
PokerStars a leg-up in 
markets where the 
poker boom was on the 
verge of igniting. 
‘Poker was so hot back 
then that we quickly 

decided this was a 
no-lose proposition for 

us,’ explains dan 
Goldman, PokerStars’ 

marketing chief at the time. 
‘PokerStars never let any grass grow 

under its feet and went from making the 
decision to signing within two weeks.’ 

Prior to inking the deal, duthie 
crisscrossed europe, confabbing with card 
room managers to entice them onboard. he 
soon signed up the ‘Vic’ casino in london, 
as well as casinos in dublin, Barcelona, 
Vienna and Monte carlo for the Grand 
Final. he wanted amsterdam but the 
sticking point was the ties to an online 
poker room (there are no legal online poker 
sites in the netherlands). Similar barriers 
blocked the inclusion of Stockholm and 
helsinki, however copenhagen was a goer. 

When it came to France, duthie ruled out 
Paris’ aviation club because of its cramped 
interior and the fact it was the WPt’s sole 
european stop. however, he’d previously 
shot an episode of itV detective drama 

 Duthie  
felt PokerStars 

could provide 
the ‘critical 

mass’ of online 
qualifiers he 

needed 

Alexander Stevic
won the very first

EPT event in 2004

The recent EPT 
Barcelona was
the 100th event

The EPT has grown
into the world’s

biggest poker tour
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european POker Tour

onlookers, and other equipment to each 
tour stop. His experience of filming overseas 
proved beneficial. ‘I knew a lot about taking 
equipment across borders and moving 
things around the world.’ 

Overall, though, the logistics of the tour 
were ‘a nightmare’ at times, Duthie laughs. 
For instance, he would sometimes take all 
the EPT chips by plane and was forced to 
pay £800 in excess luggage for the first 
Copenhagen trip (each stop today requires 
30 tonnes of chips). That year it snowed 
heavily and he endured a nail-biting wait in 
the Danish capital to discover if the lorry 
would negotiate the 800-mile journey, 
multiple border crossings and treacherous 
conditions. ‘I was incredibly worried it 
wouldn’t turn up, but luckily it did.’ 

Screen test 
Duthie sold the rights to 
broadcast the EPT to 
Channel 5 and 

Challenge TV in the UK, and, crucially, 
pan-European sports channel Eurosport. As 
well as being the EPT’s head honcho, he also 
appointed himself executive producer and 
hired TV production company Sunset + 
Vine to film each stop’s main event. Sunset 
+ Vine had gained a reputation for 
innovative sports coverage, having 
integrated ‘Hawk-Eye’ and ‘Snickometer’ 
into Channel 4’s cricket coverage. Poker, 
though, was a whole new ballgame, says 
managing director John Leach. ‘I always 
remember John [Duthie] saying to us that 
the most difficult shot to film in a TV drama 
is one around a dinner table. It was a similar 
problem with poker.’

After trawling through 50 audition tapes, 
Duthie enlisted Caroline Flack as the 

EPT host. Chirpy Northern 
Irishman Colin Murray was 

recruited as commentator, 
accompanied in the 

booth by Duthie himself. 
But just getting the first 
60-minute episode 
primed for broadcast 
was a mad scramble, 
Leach recalls. ‘The first 

Barcelona programme 
was due to go out in the 

first week in January and 
we were up all night on 

Boxing Day in the edit suite 
trying to get the graphics to work.’

Viewers watched 229 players pony up the 
€1,000 buy-in at Barcelona, which was won 
by Swede Alexander Stevic. Afterwards, 
Brits John Shipley and Ram Vaswani took 
down the successful London and Dublin 
legs respectively. Eventual two-time EPT 
champion Victoria Coren Mitchell attended 
that season’s previously maligned Deauville 
stop in a writing capacity and remembers a 
‘very special’ atmosphere. ‘There was a 

Agatha Christie’s Poirot in Deauville, so he 
was au fait with the chic seaside resort. 
Duthie met with bosses of the casino there 
– Casino Barriere – and sealed the deal. 

Nevertheless, Deauville raised eyebrows. 
‘Everybody said Deauville is the worst place 
you could go to try and be hip,’ Dalla recalls. 
‘It’s not like the young people would go 
there. You’d probably go there to play golf.’ 
Despite some unease over Deauville’s 
inclusion, Duthie says the diversity of the 
final seven locations – the languages, 
cultures, cuisines and architectures – set 
them apart from the US-focused WPT. ‘All 
tournaments in the US look pretty much the 
same but each EPT event was unique.’ 

From the EPT’s mission control – Duthie’s 
kitchen table in Wandsworth – he set to 
work, forking out for 25 casino-grade poker 
tables and the construction of a kidney-
shaped TV table housing eight ‘lipstick’ hole 
card cameras. Next, he bought an 
articulated lorry and hired drivers to 
transport the tables, bleachers to seat the 

TOURING 
CARDS: 
The ePT’S key 
mIleSTONeS

2004 Season 1
The EPT begins life in Barcelona. 
Alexander Stevic outlasts 229 
players to scoop the €80k prize. 
Subsequent events visit London, 
Dublin, Copenhagen, Deauville, 
Vienna and Monte Carlo.

2007 Season 3
Gavin Griffin prevails in the EPT  
Grand Final in Monte Carlo. The 
American pro later becomes the 
first player to hold the Triple 
Crown – EPT and WPT titles and  
a WSOP bracelet.

2008 Season 4
The number of destinations 
mushrooms to 11. The Grand Final 
produces the largest prize pool 
for a European event, €8.4m, and 
winner Glen Chorny gets his mitts 
on a €2m share.

Duthie: The brains
and the brawn

behind the EPT

 The  
Deauville 

doubters ate 
humble pie as an 
EPT-high of 245 
pros and online 

qualifiers 
entered 
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2010 Season 6
Astrophysics graduate Liv Boeree 
defeats 1,239 opponents in 
Sanremo – the largest main event 
field to date – to walk away with 
the EPT trophy and the small 
matter of €1.2m.

2010 Season 6
Armed robbers burst into Berlin’s 
Grand Hyatt Hotel’s casino and 
escape with €242k of the High 
Roller prize money. No one was 
seriously hurt and the thieves 
were later caught and jailed.  

2014 Season 10
The EPT finally puts a hoodoo to 
rest and crowns its first two-time 
champion: Victoria Coren Mitchell. 
The popular UK pro was also the 
first female winner – way back in 
Season 3 in London.

2014 Season 11
EPT 100 in Barcelona is a 
phenomenal success, attracting  
a total of 18,000 entries in 44 
events. ‘It was hard to keep track 
of all the records we broke,’ says 
president Edgar Stuchly.

sense of old European glamour and 
grandeur alongside a vibe of modern poker. 
America had dominated the market in live 
events for so long – this was something 
Britain and Europe had longed for.’ The 
Deauville doubters happily ate humble pie 
as an EPT-high of 245 pros, amateurs and 
online qualifiers entered. ‘Deauville did 
very well,’ says Dalla. ‘Every stop that first 
year surpassed expectations.’ Indeed, the 
Grand Final was the richest tournament 
ever staged in Europe with a whopping 
€2.1m prize pool. 

Poker was exploding in 2005. PokerPlayer 
launched, late-night TV schedules were 
peppered with poker programmes and 
supermarkets were flogging home-game 
kits. ‘Anything that had the word “poker” in 
it sold,’ Goldman remarks. The EPT 
returned for a second season and this time 
the buy-ins were raised to €4,000, almost 
doubling total prize pools that year to €10m. 

With poker fever gripping Europe, Duthie 
was frequently on reconnaissance missions 
to investigate potential cities and venues for 
the tour. ‘I was just travelling around to 
places that I’d never been to before, like 
Kiev. It was great to see these places and 
think, ‘the guys will really like this’. I always 
had a mental checklist.’ Indeed, Coren 
Mitchell credits Duthie with possessing an 
innate understanding of the poker player 
mindset. ‘Ultimately, it’s about player 
enjoyment,’ he responds. ‘It’s not just about 
the money.’  

Soon, the likes of Prague, Warsaw and 
Dortmund were added to the schedule. By 
Season 4, the EPT boasted 11 stops, 
including the PokerStars Caribbean 
Adventure. For Season 6, it reached 13. Total 
players that season surpassed 9,100, 
compared with 1,468 in the first year. 
Duthie was pinching himself. ‘I wasn’t 
surprised by the EPT’s success, but I was 

surprised at how quickly it 
overtook the WPT in terms 
of size and prize pools. It 
took about three years.’ 

Cash me out
However, in 2012 the 
EPT’s patriarch felt it 
was time to walk away. 
‘I have this thing about 
life that you should try to 
reinvent yourself every five 
or six years.’ Duthie didn’t start 
directing TV drama until he was 
33. Beforehand, he made furniture for a 
living. But he was missing his wife and kids 
with all the jetting around Europe for the 
events and scoping out prospective venues. 
He grew tired of the peripatetic lifestyle, 
illustrated by the fact he’d clocked up 1.2 
million air miles. ‘The travelling was getting 
me down, I was never at home.’

Before his departure, he earmarked 
former executive director of Casinos 
Austria Edgar Stuchly as his heir 
apparent. In order to continue to 
improve the EPT, Stuchly took a knife 
to the schedule, slashing it to eight 
stops, with each boasting more poker 
tournaments to suit differing 
bankrolls. Its emphasis has 
been quality over 
quantity ever since.

This ethos, as well 
as putting the players’ 
needs first, partly 
explains the EPT’s 
continued prosperity. 
This September 
marked the EPT’s 10th 
anniversary and, 
coincidentally, 
Barcelona was the 100th 

tour stop. The €5,000 main event 
drew a staggering 1,496 

players from 71 countries, 
while total prize pools 

reached an eye-watering 
€25.6m across 44 
tournaments. 

Up until 2014, the 
EPT had welcomed 

180,000 players, created 
39 millionaires and 

awarded over €535m in 
prizes. Yet despite the scale, 

success and popularity of the 
EPT, a modest Duthie tries to 

deflect the plaudits, stressing that the 
poker boom played a key role. Dalla, though, 
suggests Duthie possessed the Midas touch. 
‘John never made a mistake. He had great 
leadership instincts and was absolutely 
correct that Europe was dying to have a 
major tour at the time.’

Looking back, Duthie says he  
doesn’t have any regrets, apart from 

sanctioning a free bar at Season 1’s 
Dublin stop. ‘It was the stupidest 
thing I’ve ever done. People were 
coming in off the streets [for the 
free alcohol] and there were fights 

and a bloke asleep on the bleachers. 
But it was very Dublin.’ 

Duthie, who is now a consultant 
for the EPT after taking a 

sabbatical, also points  
out that money wasn’t 
the driving force. 
‘Sometimes I think I 
should be sitting on fifty 
million quid, but I’m 
not. My main objective 
was to set up a tour 
that was successful.’ 
He certainly 
achieved that.

Edgar Stuchly
took over the 
EPT reigns

 The EPT 
has hosted 180k 
players, created 
39 millionaires 

and awarded 
over €535m in 

prizes 
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STRATEGY

‘There is a very good saying that,  
“you can’t win a tournament in the 

early levels, but you sure can lose it.” The 
early stages of a tournament are not about 
winning pot after pot and being very active. 
Pots at that stage are rather small so 
winning one is not as significant as it is 
later on. A good player is going to use their 
time wisely during the early levels to study 
their opponents. So, if you’re watching a 
movie on your iPad or playing on your 
mobile, you are probably not going to pick 

up as much information as you could. 
Instead, you should try playing very few 
hands and concentrating on the poker going 
on around you as much as you can. There is 
loads of information you can collect during 
these levels. For example, who is 
aggressive, who is tight, who is three-
betting light, who doesn’t defend their 
blinds, how this person plays their draws 
and how they play their made hands on a 
wet flop, etc.’
Ellie Biessek on getting live reads, p56
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 STRATEGY preflop play

Every time you get dealt into a no-limit hold'em hand, anything can 
happen. There are literally countless variations of flops, turns and rivers 
that will come down and influence how you decide to play the hand. No 

two hands in NLHE are ever the same. However, there is one constant that links 
them – every hand starts with a preflop decision. Mess this first decision up and 
it’s likely to go downhill from there. 

To be an A* preflop student you have to be skilled at a number of different 
disciplines – from choosing whether to actually play the hand in the first place, 
to making sure that you are aggressive enough to keep your opponents guessing 
at what you've got. Here are five vital tips to ensure that you will pass your 
preflop exams with flying colours…

PrefloP 
class  
is in 

session 
If you want to be a good poker player it’s crucial that you make the 
right decisions preflop. Ross Jarvis enters the classroom to teach 
you five essential factors that will help you become a preflop expert 
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After sitting down at a poker table 
– whether it’s a cash game, 

tournament or sit-and-go – the very 
first decision you will face is whether to 
play the hand you are dealt. It’s often 
the most important decision you’ll 
make in the hand too. 

It’s obvious that you want to play all 
of your monster hands 100% of the 
time, including 7-7 and all higher pairs, 
plus A-Q and A-K. If you’re a new player 
it’s a good idea to stick to this rigid, 
tight hand selection for the time being. 
If you always have a better hand than 
your opponents preflop, it’s likely to 
make your decisions easier and be 
profitable too! However, as you move 
up past beginner-level games you will 
have to open up the hands you decide 
to play, or it will be too obvious to your 
opponents what you are holding.

The next best hands you want to 
start playing are ones like K-Q and K-J, 
the other small pocket pairs and Aces 
with a decent kicker. All of these hands 
are still likely to be ahead of your 
opponent’s random holdings, and if you 
hit something on the flop you may be 
able to get some value by betting and 
being called with worse. 

Another factor that is very important 
is position. The later you are to act, the 
weaker your hand can be. Say you’re 
playing on a table with ten opponents 
and you are the very first player to act. 
You get dealt A-T. It’s a good hand, but 
there are nine players left to act after 
you meaning that the chances it is the 
best hand are small. You will often be up 
against dominating Aces or an overpair. 

Now, consider that same ten-handed 
table but  now it is folded to you on the 
button. This time you have K-7 offsuit, a 
much weaker hand than A-T. However, 
now you should play it as you only have 
two players to get through, making 
King-high look like a monster. Bear 
position in mind whenever you are 
unsure whether to enter a pot or not 
– it really can make all the difference 
between a hand being a raise or a fold. 

Choose 
Carefully 
1

 If you’re a 
new player it’s  
a good idea to 

stick to this 
rigid, tight hand 

selection 

Tap for BoNUS coNTeNT



 STRATEGY preflop play

Now that we have established what 
hands to play and why, we need to 

work out how to play them preflop. The 
simple advice is this: never limp in, always 
raise instead. a very common weakness of 
new players is that they will limp in with all 
of their hands and only raise ones like a-a 
and K-K. It’s easy to see why players do 
this – after all, seeing a ton of flops is really 
fun. The problem is that limping is 
generally a losing play. 

When you limp you lose the initiative in 
the hand straight away, and are at the 
mercy of more aggressive opponents who 
will raise you, often forcing you to fold 
preflop or to a bet on the flop. If you raise 
instead plenty of positives can result. first, 
you build the pot up if you have a genuine 
hand, making it easier to win big pots on 
the later streets. you also gain the initiative 
yourself, meaning that you can bluff a lot 
more and it will have a better chance of 
working. and finally, by raising you can just 
take down the blinds and/or antes straight 
away. While this is a good thing in cash 
games (you’d be surprised at how quickly 
raking in the blinds over and over adds up) 
it’s a fantastic way to gain chips in both 
tournaments and sit-and-gos. 

Blind stealing is a crucial skill that all 
good tourney players have. any time it is 
folded to you in late position try to take 
down the blinds with a raise (supposing 
your hand is even halfway playable). pay 
attention to who the players in the blinds 
are though – if one of them has an 
addiction to seeing flops you may want to 
only steal with decent hands. If the blinds 
are folding too much you can raise with 
pretty much any two cards you are dealt. 

You don’t get dealt premium 
hands very often so it is 

important to make the most of them. 
The aim when we get A-A, K-K, Q-Q 
and A-K – the best hands possible 
– should almost always be to get as 
much money into the middle preflop 
as we can. In a perfect world, we will 
get them all-in. 

The easiest way to do this is to 
re-raise (or three-bet) when there has 
been an open in front of you. It sounds 
straightforward, but there is always a 
temptation to slowplay your hand by 
just calling instead. That way you 
succeed in keeping your hand strength 
concealed but the problem is that the 
pot size doesn’t escalate and, more 
importantly, there’s a chance other 
players will come along too. The last 
thing you want when you hold Aces is 
to have five players in the pot because 
there’s a good chance you will lose.  

It’s much better to three-bet 
instead. Generally, you want to size 
your three-bets around three times 
the amount of the initial raise. So, if 
you’re in a tournament and someone 
raises to 550 a three-bet amount 

anywhere between 1500-1700 would 
be perfect. By three-betting your 
monster hands you also allow your 
opponents the opportunity to make 
major errors you can profit from. The 
first of these is that they may call you 
with much weaker hands that you can 
get value from later. The better 
scenario is that they fight fire with  
fire and make another raise preflop, 
perhaps an all-in shove. 

It’s important not to let caution 
influence your decision making too 
much preflop. Of course, when you 
play Kings aggressively you will run 
into pocket Aces occasionally and 
wonder what might have happened if 
you’d just called instead. These things 
will happen – just as you will be 
sometimes be outdrawn even when 
you do have the best hand. 

Just remember that in poker all  
you can do is make the best possible 
decisions, and you have to let the 
results take care of themselves. It’s 
very clear that pushing hard with all of 
your big hands preflop is the correct 
decision, so don’t sweat it if it doesn’t 
work out every single time! 

Don’t limp!2

 When you 
limp you lose the 

initiative and 
are at the mercy 

of more aggro 
opponents 

Be aggressive  
with your Big hanDs 

3
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Particularly in tournaments, your 
preflop decisions must be heavily 

influenced by the stack size of you and 
your opponents. As you get into the later 
stages of a tournament the stack sizes 
will be hugely varied. One single table 
could include a 100BB monster stack, a 
couple of 20-30BB medium sized stacks 
and three or four super short sub-10BB 
stacks. It makes preflop play much  
more complicated. 

You can’t go raising with suited 
connectors into an opponent who has 
just 10BBs, because too often they will 
shove all-in and you won’t want to call, 
despite getting a great price. The same 
scenario applies for those 20BB stacks 
too, who should often be looking to 
reshove on you. It’s vital instead to make 
sure that you are raising into these guys 
with hands you are comfortable calling a 
shove with – it doesn’t have to be a 
monster, often a hand like A-6 or K-J  
will be strong enough to call off a 
10-20BB shove. 

Your own stack size is important too.  
If you are in the 10-15BB zone you should 
eliminate flat calling from your options 
altogether. All hands from this point 
should either be shoved preflop or just 
folded. Calling raises and check/folding 
flops will just be a recipe for disaster and 
your stack will quickly dwindle down to 
the point of no return. Similarly, if you 
have 20-30BBs look for opportunities to 
get your stack into the middle after 
someone has already raised. Let’s say it 
is folded to a 50BB stack on the button 
who raises to 3xBB. You’re in the BB with 
Q-9 suited and 22BBs. It’s not a great 
hand but you should shove because your 
opponent will just be looking to steal the 
blinds much of the time and will fold 
against you. Even if he calls you will 
probably have live cards that are doing 
okay, even against something like A-K. 

Be aggressive preflop in the right spots 
and you’ll have a good chance of doing 
well in tournaments.

You can be a winner at low stakes 
by only playing aggressively with 

your big hands, but if you want to win 
some serious money you must be 
capable of bluffing preflop too. If you 
only ever have a monster when you 
three-bet your opponents will 
eventually catch onto you, and fail to 
give you value. For example, they may 
just fold pocket Jacks to one of your 
three-bets whereas, if you were an 
aggressive player who could have a 
wide range, they might four-bet raise 
that very same hand. 

So what sort of hands should you 
three-bet as a bluff with? Ideally, our 
opponent will fold but in case  
we get called it’s important 
that our hand has some 
sort of playability. So 
bluffing with K-7 
suited (one high 
card that could 
make top pair, plus 
a suited hand) is 
much better than 
bluffing J-3 off suit 
(one moderately 

high card but one that will often be 
dominated and has little chance of 
making a flush). 

You must stick to the same bet 
sizing rules as when three-betting a 
monster hand too. If you vary your 
sizes for when you have a bluff – for 
example, raising more because you 
really want a fold! – it’s yet another 
tell that perceptive opponents will 
figure out. Keep your sizings the  
same across the board and you’ll be 
tough to beat.

One other thing to bear in mind is 
that it can really pay off to target 
opponents who are using this tactic 

against you. If you feel someone 
is three-betting light, try 

throwing in the odd 
four-bet bluff. You’ll 

find that they have to 
have a super strong 
hand to continue 
and it will work a 
high percentage  
of the time if  
your instincts  

are on point. 

Pay close 
attention to 
stack sizes

it’s time to bluff! 54

 If you feel 
someone is 

three-betting 
light, try 

throwing in the 
odd four-bet 

bluff 
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 STRATEGY QUIZ

Poker can seem pretty easy when 
you’ve got the nuts, but you still have 
to get paid off if you want to win big. 
Find out if you are the nut king with 
PokerPlayer’s fiendish quiz

ACTION
You’re in an aggressive 
heads-up match when you 
three-bet Nines to $20. Your 
opponent calls and the flop 
comes 9♠-9♦-K♣. The pot is 
$40. What should you do?

DeCIsION
a) Check
b) Bet $20
c) Bet $30
d) Bet $40

QuAd RAkinGQ3

Players 2  Blinds $1/$2  Your stack $200  Your hand 9♣-9♥

QuiZ
PlAYinG ThE nuTSTHIS MONTH

ACTION
It’s a three-bet pot and your 
opponent called a c-bet after 
you flopped the nuts on the 
2♣-3♣-8♣ flop. The turn is 
T♣ and your opponent 
checks. The pot is $22. What 
should you do?

DeCIsION
a) Check behind 
b) Bet $8
c) Bet $12
d) Bet $22

FluSh buSTERSQ2

Players 6  Blinds $0.25/$0.50  Your stack $50  Your hand A♣-K♣

FAST START

ACTION
It’s the first level of a major 
online tournament. You 
three-bet Aces to 450 and 
your opponent four-bets to 
1,100 before the flop. What 
should you do?

DeCIsION
a) Fold
b) Call
c) Five-bet to 2,550
d) Move all-in

Q1

Players 9  Blinds 25/50  Your stack 10,000  Your hand A♣-A♠

Pot: 1,550
SB

8,900

FOLDFOLD

FOLD

FOLD

FOLD

1,100

BUTTON
FOLD

450

Pot: $22

SB
$57.00

FOLD

FOLD

FOLD
Pot: $40

BB
$170

YOU (BUTTON)
$180

YOU (BB)
9,550

FOLD

YOU (BUTTON)
$39.25

BB
FOLD
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ACTION
It’s the mid-stages of a live 
MTT when you call a 
three-bet with Sevens against 
a tight player on the button. 
The flop is T♣-7♥-3♦. You 
check and your opponent 
bets 3,000 into the 5,400 
pot. What should you do? 

DeCIsION
a) Fold
b) Call
c) Check-raise to 6,000
d) Check-raise all-in

ACTION
It’s the same hand as above 
and you just check-called on 
the flop. The turn is T♥, giving 
you a full house. You check 
and your opponent checks 
behind. The river is 2♦. There 
is 11,400 in the pot and you 
have 7,400 in your stack. 
What should you do?

DeCIsION
a) Check
b) Bet 2,000
c) Bet 3,500
d) Move all-in

Set piece Showdown

win it all

Q4

Q5

Players 9  Blinds 200/400  Your stack 12,800  Your hand 7♣-7♠

Players 9  Blinds 200/400  Your stack 12,800  Your hand 7♣-7♠

6) Which female player 
misplayed the nuts 
against Patrik Antonius 
on Poker After Dark?
a) Annie Duke
b) Vanessa Rousso 
c) Kathy Liebert
d) Jennifer Tilly

7) On what type of 
boards should you be 
more inclined to play 
the nuts fast?
a) Dry, uncoordinated
b) Wet, draw-heavy
c) Mix it up between 
the two
d) It doesn’t matter

8) Why is the best hand 
called the nuts?
a) Poker was originally 
played with peanuts 
instead of chips
b) Players used to 
place the nuts of their 
wagon wheels on the 
table when all-in
c) Because you would 
have to be mad to play 
poker 
d) It originated from 
strip poker 
 
9) What famous phrase 
did Scotty Nguyen use 
when trying to get paid 
off with the nuts in the 
1998 WSOP ME?
a) 'I’ll have another 
Michelob Ultra baby!'
b) 'If you call, I’ll shave 
my mullet baby!'
c) 'You call, it’s gonna 
be all over baby!'
d) 'Baby, baby, baby, 
ooh, I thought you’d 
always be mine!'

10) Which hand did 
James Bond have to 
defeat the villainous Le 
Chiffre in Casino 
Royale?
a) Quads
b) Straight flush
c) Royal flush
d) Ace-high

?
Quick-fire 
round

yOur sCOre
0-4 Nut allergy
Warning. Playing  
poker could give you 
anaphylaxis.  

5-7 Nutella
Pretty good but 
you're missing out  
on value with your 
biggest hands. 

8-10 Nutter
You're only as good 
as the way you play 
your cards, and 
you're the best.  

Pot: 8,400

FOLDFOLD

FOLD

FOLD

BUTTON
14,200

FOLD

3,000

Pot: 11,400

FOLDFOLD

FOLD

FOLD

FOLDFOLD

BUTTON
14,200

YOU (SB)
7,400

FOLD

BB
FOLD

YOU 
10,400

SB
Fold

TAp fOr BONus CONTeNT
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 The more 
players in the 

pot, the stronger 
the winning 

hand will be at 
showdown 

Get ready, set…

There are a wide variety of preflop styles in Pot Limit Omaha and, unlike in 
Texas hold’em, there seem to be many profitable styles possible. You can 
win with a very loose style – if you have the necessary post-flop skills – 

because there is not a huge difference between a ‘good’ starting hand and a ‘bad’ 
starting hand when it comes to winning at showdown. 

So, why bother with preflop decisions? Why should you care about hand selection 
at all when PLO is a post-flop game? Well, it's because PLO is a postflop game that 
preflop decisions matter. You don’t want to land yourself in numerous difficult or 
unprofitable spots after the flop. Preflop hand selection is the foundation from 
which your profit comes. 

Here are some important factors you must consider when choosing which 
starting hands to play…

Nuttiness
In PLO it’s very important that you always draw to the nuts if possible. There are two types 
of nut hands. First are the high pocket pairs that flop top set, dominating other sets or pair 
combos. The other type consists of nut draws, to either a straight or flush. You may lose 
hands with King-high flushes or second-nut straights. 

The more players in the pot, the more you will need nutty hands almost exclusively to win 
at showdown. You don’t always need the nuts, but the nuts are always relevant. There is a 
simple way to achieve this. Don’t play weakish, non-nutty hands like Q♦-8♦-5♣-4♥ in a 
multi-way pot. 

Number of opponents
A very important parameter for starting hand selection is the number of opponents you will 
be facing. The more players in the pot, the stronger the winning hand will be at showdown. 
Heads-up pots, on the other hand, require a lot more thin value betting, floating and bluffing 
because your opponent is more likely to have missed the flop or flopped a mediocre hand 
with which he might not want to continue. Usually in PLO it is useless to try pure bluffs 
against four opponents because the chances are very high that at least one has flopped a 
very strong hand and will not fold. 

As we said, the more players in the pot, the stronger the winning hand will be at 
showdown. Therefore, you want to make the nuts or at least draw to the nuts. It is almost 
burning money to draw to mediocre flushes or idiot-end straights in multi-way pots. You 
want to draw exclusively to the nuts in these pots. 

Therefore, you want to play hands that flop nut draws or create freeroll situations, such as 
set-over-set. Obviously, top hands like double-suited A-A-J-T play well in every situation. 
But, a lot of hands, like single-suited A-8-7-6 or rainbow K-K-x-x, perform exceptionally well 
in multi-way pots, because they flop very strong hands or draws.

Tap for BoNUS coNTeNT



 STRATEGY pot limit omaha

What hands should you raise With from different positions?
• Under the gun (UTG)
From early position you definitely want to have  
the tightest range. 

Of course, you will raise all double-suited 
pairs from A-A-x-x to Q-Q-x-x, then all decent, 
connected J-J-x-x combos, such as J-J-9-8 
double-suited or A-K-J-J double-suited, plus 
the best T-T-x-x combos. You don’t want to 
raise rainbow J-J-x-x or T-T-x-x hands if they 
are not super-connected, such as J-J-T-9. 
Double, connected pairs like 6-6-5-5 are raises. 

Raise all good, connected, double- or 
single-suited A-x-x-x hands, like A-T-9-8, 
A-7-6-5. Also raise connected hands like 
double-suited 8-7-6-5 and J-T-8-7.

Opening ranges depend on your style and 
your opponents. On a tough table you won’t 
harm yourself playing exceptionally tight from 
early position, since the positional disadvantage  
can be huge, especially against good players.

• Middle position
From middle position you want to raise a little bit 
looser than from UTG. Raise the same hands plus 
some weaker, connected, rainbow or monotone 
hands, such as A-7-6-5 or rainbow A-J-T-9. You  
will likely be out of position, so don’t loosen up  
too much. It is crucial to be extremely tight in early  
and middle position. 

Most players, even top professionals, play very tight  
in these positions, and so should you. From a broad 
perspective, it is best to not get involved in a lot of 
difficult spots. Restrict your looser play to the cutoff  
and the button, the most profitable positions.

• Cutoff
From the cutoff you can start loosening up your range. All 

high pocket pairs (T-T-x-x+) become a raise, 
even unsuited, and all double pairs. These 
hands benefit a lot from playing in position. 
You have to worry less about very strong 
ranges, since the players with the strongest 
ranges have folded. You can open all rundown 
hands too (such as 9-8-7-6 and 7-6-5-4), as 
well as all hands that are somehow connected. 

Nevertheless, your cutoff opening range is 
also determined by the players still to act. If the 
button and blinds three-bet a lot, you should 
open tighter. On the other hand, you can start 
stealing wider if they fold a lot.

• Button
The button guarantees the positional advantage 

throughout postflop play. You want to play your 
widest range here since it will be very profitable.  
You can open with almost every playable hand:  
most pocket pairs, any suited Ace, all rundowns, 
and even hands like 8-7-5-3 single-suited, K-Q-J-7 
rainbow and any double-suited hand.

• Small blind
You should play tight in the small blind because you 

will always be out of position. Your opening range also 
depends on the big blind. If he three-bets liberally 

against the small blind, you have to adjust to that, and you 
should also adjust if he folds a lot. Stealing becomes more 
important if the big blind will give up easily. You may want 
to just complete and not raise with a variety of hands if a 
player three-bets a lot from the big blind. 

What must We think about before calling a raise?
If you are holding a decent hand and want  
to continue with it, you can either call or 

reraise. There are arguments for both options but 
let’s focus on when calling is better. First, you 
don’t want to reraise with hands against very 
tight opponents who are likely to four-bet, 
forcing you into a gamble with a slight equity 
disadvantage, especially if you hold decent, 
connected, nutty hands that also perform very 
well multi-way.

At a very aggressive table, where there is 
always a three-bet before the flop, you should call 
open-raises with a stronger range so you’re not 
forced to play for stacks with mediocre hands, or 
fold to further action preflop. It’s a great mistake 
to call with mediocre hands when there is a lot of 

reraising going on preflop. At these tables you 
want to play slightly tighter preflop to avoid 
gambling in a lot of marginal spots.

Trapping is also a decent option at very 
aggressive tables. Calling open-raises with very 
strong hands should be in your arsenal. Let the 
aggressive players three-bet light, then go over 
the top with a four-bet, creating a highly 
profitable situation.

On the other hand, you can and should see a lot 
of cheap flops multi-way against very passive 
opponents, especially with nutty hands. If there 
are very few three-bets, you can come along with 
all kinds of hands and rely on your postflop skills, 
since you will not have to risk a lot of money to 
enter very profitable scenarios after the flop.

 Your cutoff 
opening range is 
also determined 

by the players 
still to act 
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You can buy your copy of 
Mastering Pot Limit Omaha:  
The Modern Aggressive Approach 
from £17.50 at Amazon.co.uk.

When should We  
three-bet in Plo?

The most obvious reason to three-bet is 
clearly for value when you have an equity 

advantage preflop. You want to directly profit by 
pushing that advantage preflop and making the 
pot as big as possible. 

Besides trying to maximise value there are 
other reasons why we should three-bet preflop 
in PLO. You might want to isolate weaker 
players or target those who don’t play that well 
in three-bet pots – if they fold too much to 
continuation bets or tend to stack off too light. 

Three-betting in position is a very powerful 
weapon but three-betting out of position can be 
far more tricky, especially with polarised hands 
such as weak A-A-x-x or K-K-x-x.

What hands should you three-bet With from different Positions?
• Against UTG
UTG will most likely have very strong hands, mostly 
double-suited Broadway cards and high, connected  
pocket pairs, in addition to some rundowns 
with excellent playability. 

Three-bet all good A-A hands, plus  
hands that play well against Broadway and 
high-pair-heavy ranges, such as double-suited, 
low rundowns like J-T-9-8, 7-6-5-4 or 8-7-6-5. 
Don’t three-bet hands such as double-suited 
Q-Q, connected J-J or rundowns like K-J-T-9,  
– you will often be dominated postflop by 
better hands such as A-K-J-T.

• Against middle position
Three-bet the same hands as above, but expand 
your range slightly, adding good Broadway 
hands or double-suited rundowns. 

If you three-bet from the blinds and will be out 
of position after the flop, you should only reraise with 
premium hands. If you will most likely be in position and 
reraise from the cutoff or button, you can loosen up more.

• Against the cutoff
Reraising against the cutoff depends on whether you are  
in position on the button or out of position in the blinds.  

In position, you can three-bet all premium 
hands, all good rundowns, all somehow 
connected big cards like A-K-T-5 double-
suited, and double pairs such as 9-9-6-6. 

Out of position, you shouldn’t three-bet that 
wide. Tend towards the premium hands you 
would reraise against a middle position open.

• Against the button
Three-betting against the button happens 
mostly from the blinds. Your range should be 
fairly tight to compensate for the positional 
disadvantage – follow your mid-position range.

The button will open a lot of disconnected, 
double-suited hands and low pocket pairs, 
against which Broadway cards play very well. All 

good, connected rundowns, as well as decent Broadway 
combos like K-Q-T-8 are good three-bets because the 
button will hold a lot of middle and low cards in his range.

The tighter the opening ranges, the less wide you 
want to three-bet. You want to three-bet more 
against late position openers than against those in 

early position. If you decide to three-bet tight ranges, you have to adjust 
your range to perform well post-flop. Against loose ranges, especially with 
positional advantage, you want to three-bet wide even without nutty or 
premium hands.

Summary

PP

 You might 
want to isolate 
weaker players 
or target those 
who don't play 
well in three- 

bet pots 

TAp for BoNUS coNTeNT



 STRATEGY winning MTTs

How To win A 
UKiPT

Can a plucky amateur player win a UKIPT? And if he doesn’t, will his hands 
stand up to scrutiny from Jake Cody? Dave Woods sets himself up to fail…

NOT!>
I don’t play a lot of live tournaments but I  
haven’t got a completely terrible record. 
Unfortunately, most of my cashes have been 
in small events, and I’ve completely whiffed 

in my two WSOP forays and assorted other major 
tourneys through the years. So, when I decided I  
was going to play the UKIPT Isle of Man, I realised I 
needed a plan. A good one. So, I scoured the extensive 
PokerPlayer strategy archives to come up with some 

sage advice that I could use to propel myself towards 
the trophy and the £60k first prize.

Staying with former PokerPlayer alumni Rick ‘The 
Rage’ Dacey, who’s recently relocated to the Isle of 
Man, I knew this plan had to involve a curfew the night 
before play. We went out and had a couple of drinks, 
but I was tucked up in bed with a glass of water 
pre-midnight. It gave me plenty of time to go through 
the rules I’d drawn up...

1. Play in position
2. Play hands that can dominate
3. Size your bets for value
4. Don’t over value hands preflop
5. Three-bet rather than call
6.  Don’t call three-bets 

out of position
7. Play big hands fast 
8. Don’t make stupid bluffs
9. Be aware of stack sizes
10. Win the tournament!

The UKIPT  

returns for Season 5 

in 2015 – look  

out for satellites  

on PokerStars!
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I sit down with a good ten minutes to spare and get 
talking to the chap to my left. He might think I'm 

being friendly (okay, I am), but I'm also scouring him for 
information. It turns out he's a satellite qualifier who has 
brought his bike over so he can go and see the sights if he 
busts early. Good info. 

The first level goes swimmingly too, with good cards 
and everyone playing pretty passively. Without doing 
anything dramatic I get up to 27k from the 20k starting 
stack. Then I play a bit of a funky hand with Tom Ward – a 
pro I recognize in seat six. He opens in early position and I 
decide just to call out of the small blind with A-K for 

All in all it’s a good table, with a few weaker spots. I’m 
back to my starting stack though after three-betting J-T 
and getting called by the hoodie in seat 7. The flop is 
Ace-high and even though I river a Jack I can’t beat his 
pocket Queens. It might seem like a big step backwards, 
but with blinds at 100/200 I’ve still got 100 big blinds. If 
you’re not used to big MTTs, the speed of a tourney like a 
UKIPT can really cause you to mis-step. Patience is the 
watchword. 

I then pick up my first big hand of the day – Queens in 
the big blind. The button calls, the small blind follows, and 
I decide to squeeze to 800. I’m called by the button and I 

deception. We check/check the blank flop and a King 
comes on the turn. I check-call a bet and then lead out on 
the river. This sends him into the tank shaking his head.  
I try to stay still and not say anything but after a few 
minutes I realise I’m about to move into the classic 
steeple – a position of strength. I try to abort but it’s too 
late and instead modify it a bit, which probably just looks 
odd. He glances at me and then folds what turns out to be 
Queens. Oops.  

Back into surveillance mode, over the course of the first 
few levels I manage to get a pretty decent profile of all the 
players on my table.

win with a c-bet on a horrible A-K-x flop. From here I get 
up to 30k with a few decent hands, although I can’t help 
but feel I might have missed value in a few of them…

Unfortunately we’re then the first table to break, which 
is annoying. One of my first hands on the next table 
suggests it might be just as good though. I raise with 
10♣-9♣ and pick up one caller to a 6-7-8 rainbow flop. 
After missing lots of value on the last table I decide to bet, 
thinking it’s a flop that could easily have hit the caller or 
tempt him into bluffing on. He folds. I don’t recognise 
anyone on my table but I quickly try and profile the 
players again – a tactic I’d highly recommend.

Seat 8

Calling station but a 
fairly decent one

Seat 7
Another pro  

player in a hoodie  
that I recognise  

but can’t put  
a name to

Seat 3

Solid, witty, good 
looking (me)

Seat 1

A splashy local who 
likes PLO as it’s got 

more action

Seat 6
Tom Ward (pro who 

came second in 
UKIPT London  

last year)

Seat 9

A solid chap  
who late regs

Seat 5

Really quiet/ 
tight bloke

Seat 4

Satellite qualifier who 
has his bike with him 
in case he busts early

Seat 2
The quiet giant.  

Very tight and checks 
his cards as soon as 

they’re dealt

The early levels
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 STRATEGY winning MTTs

it’s all gone fairly quiet but at around 
34k i’m still above average and starting 

to really enjoy myself. Then i get Aces. i 
raise the button to 1,400 and pick up a caller 
to the A-2-4 flop. He checks and i check too. 
i bet 1,500 on the Eight turn and pick up a 
call. i then bet 2,500 on the Jack river and 
get another call. it turns out he’s got the 
case Ace and i could probably have got a  
lot more out of him. 

Then comes the stack threatening action 
i’m not sure i'm craving. The perfect way to 

i get moved again for the final level of 
the day into seat eight. i’m down to 

about 62k with the average nudging 60k and 
i’m getting tired. i’m also pretty happy to 
leave with the stack i have at this point and 
only have time to profile the two players to 
my right, who have a pro rail and are drinking 
pretty heavily, including one nasty looking 
neat vodka shot. seat six has a pretty decent 
stack and is moving it around in the knowledge 
that people don’t want to bust close to the end 
of the day. Best not to tangle…

Blinds: 600/1,200/a200
Villain (Button) – X-X: 90k 
Me (BB) – A♥-Q♣: 62k

• Villain raises button to 2,400, I three-
bet to 7,100 and villain calls. 
 
Pot: 16,600
FloP: K♠-2♦-7♥
• I bet 7,500 and villain calls. 

Pot: 31,600
turn: Q♦

• Okay, so this is good. It’s improved my 
hand. But it’s also bad because I could be 
in terrible shape against a random King. I 
check, villain bets 12,500 and I call. 

Pot: 56,600
riVer: 3♣

win a tournament is to never put your stack 
at risk – but it’s very rarely possible. After 
raise/folding two hands in a row i pick up 
Kings UTg. it seems perfect and with blinds 
at 400/800/a100 i raise to 1,600. The 
button and small blind call. On a Q♠-T♠-3♥ 
flop i bet 2,500, the button folds and the big 
stack in the small blind shoves.

This isn’t what i was expecting although i 
had pegged him as a splashy player. Even 
so, it’s fairly easy to conclude that he 
wouldn’t do that with a set so i call hoping i 

don’t see two pair. As it turns out he has the 
next worst hand for me… K♠-J♠. From an 
absolutely dominating preflop position 
(85%) i'm now on the wrong end of a coinflip 
(44%) for my tournament life.

Luckily the turn and river are solid bricks 
and i double to just over 70k. Jackpot! i then 
take another hefty chunk of his chips when i 
get lucky by rivering a set, leaving him 
muttering to himself and puffing on his 
comically huge e-cigarette/bong (toffee 
apple if i’m not mistaken).

• I’ve only got a half-pot bet left now and 
I’m not entirely sure I want to call it off 
with second pair. I check and the player in 
seat six tanks. After a few minutes I 
glance at him and then look down at his 
chip stack. After playing with his chips he 
checks behind, to my relief. 

I show my hand and he mucks 
muttering, ‘Brilliant, the only card on  
the turn that wins it for you.’ Not true,  
an Ace would have been good too, but I 
decide to spare him my pedantry and 
concentrate on getting my breathing back 
to normal. It’s an exciting end to a decent 
day, and one that leaves me on 85,500 
with an average of 71k. Good work.

JAKE CODY SAYS…
'I think this hand is well played. I like our 
three-bet and the sizing – it’s important 
to raise bigger out of position. He calls, 
which is fine and pretty expected. 

It’s a very dry flop and one where we 
can potentially fire multiple barrels on 
various run outs. It’s a very standard 
c-bet and I like the sizing. He calls, and I’d 
expect his range to be weighted towards 
pocket pairs, some K-x hands, Sevens, 
some Ace-high hands and a few floats. 

The turn is an interesting spot – it’s  
a pretty good card for our range and, 
although we will barrel a lot here, I think 
this is a bad spot to bet. We’d be folding 
out every worse hand and every better 
hand will continue, so I like the check. 

He now bets 12,500. Against some 
opponents we can happily check/fold, so 
this is a very read-dependant spot. I’ll be 
paying huge attention to everything he 
does physically. On the 3♣ river I think we 
have to fold if he bets again but, luckily 
for us, he checks behind and we win!'

The majestic setting
for the UKIPT IoM

LEvELS 7 And 8

End of ThE dAY dRAmA
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My stack: 85,500
average stack: 71,000

I am feeling pretty chipper after a walk 
along the seafront and, after playing ten 

levels, I only need to last another four to cash. 
The plan? Play tight and snug. But, if Day 1 
was picture perfect, Day 2 is a bit of a horror 
show. I find myself on a seven-handed table 

Blinds: 800/1,600/a200
Villain (UTG+1) – A-A: 36k 
Me (UTG+2) – T-T: 80k

Adrienne Rowsome raises UTG+1 and I 
look down at Tens. I check her stack to 

see just one blue 5k chip and make a plan to 
three-bet and call a shove. In the end that’s 
exactly what happens. I flip my Tens over and 
Rowsome shows Aces.

With hindsight I think I make two critical 
mistakes here. First I miscalculate her stack. 

It’s easy to do but it’s still a schoolboy error. 
If I’d known I’d be calling off half my stack I 
would have thought about playing the hand 
differently. Added to that, I’ve got to know 
that if she does shove I’m not doing well 
against Jacks, Queens, Kings or Aces and 
only flipping against the majority of the rest 
of her hands. Despite being seven-handed 
she is showing a fair amount of strength 
betting and shoving in early position and she 
hasn’t shown any signs of getting out of line 
up to this point.

In a bid to rebuild I raise A-9 from the 
small blind and get shoved on by the  

big blind who's just sat down. It’s for my 
tournament life and I tank. There are worse 
Aces he could be shoving. Then again there 
are plenty that are better. And pretty much 
nothing else that I’ll be in great shape against. 
Do I want to get it all-in on a flip? It shows 
how tight the margins are. With A-J I’d snap 
him off, with A-T I’d probably sigh-call. With 
A-9 I reluctantly fold, only to get it again next 
hand in the big blind. It must be fate… 

Blinds: 1,000/2,000/a200
Villain (SB) – A♥-Q♠: 205k 
Me (BB) – A♠-9♥: 36k

• Villain raises to 6k – more than the table 
norm which had been 4k. I see this as 
weakness and ship only to get snapped by 
A-Q. A Queen on the flop and another on 
the turn sends me to the rail a little bit 
shell-shocked. That wasn’t the way I’d 
seen the day play out in my head. Time 
for another walk on the sea front.

populated by pros including Mark McClusky 
(seat two), Christophe de Meulder (seat four) 
and Adrienne Rowsome (seat five). From the 
off it‘s a different proposition, with awkward 
stack sizes to deal with everywhere. I start as 
the table chip leader but don’t really settle 
until I win my first hand by three-betting 
K♣-J♣ in position and getting a fold from de 
Meulder. Then I pick up Tens UTG+2…

JAKE CODY SAYS…
'I think with an aggressive dynamic this spot is trivial. Once villain opens from a 23BB 
stack and we are next to act with T-T it’s not a fist-pump spot unless they're extremely 
loose. However, I do think we're strong enough to get it in preflop and it's likely to go 
multi-way if we call. I like three-betting with the intention of calling a shove.'  

JAKE CODY SAYS…
'The first A-9 hand should have been a snap call unless the opponent is outrageously 
tight. The fact that he'd just sat down doesn't help here. Your exit hand is again fairly 
trivial – A-9 is just so strong blind versus blind that there is no way we can do anything 
other than shove. Flatting makes little sense here and we can significantly add to our 
stack if our opponent folds. It’s just a cooler – unlucky!' 

tap for BonUs content
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If not me, then who?
Josh hart wins UKiPt isle of 
Man after a deal heads-UP

What could have been a great final table 
was hampered by two factors. Firstly, I 

wasn't there. Secondly, Ludovic Geilich was 
first out in a bit of a cooler. In the end, Josh 
Hart earned his career-best score of £57,484 
after doing a deal heads-up.

UKIPT Isle of Man fInal Table
1ST JOSHUA HArT £57,484
2nd CIArAn HeAneY £50,216
3rd dAVId HIll £30,200
4TH FInTAn GAVIn £24,400
5TH MArk rAdGeM £19,300
6TH JOSeF SneJBerG £14,900
7TH THOMAS WArd  £11,120
8TH lUdOVIC GeIlICH £8,000

Day 2: Hammer House of Horrors

Trouble wiTH Tens

enD of THe roaD

 i find  
myself on a 

seven-handed 
table populated 

by pros with 
awkward stack 

sizes 

Jake Cody: the shove
with Tens is correct 



 STRATEGY aggressive play

In this article I am going to take a look at how I played 
certain situations in 2011 and compare it to how I play 
them in 2014 where I believe I am a better poker player.

For the first situation, I want you to think about what you 
would do with all of the following hands when the cutoff opens 
and you are on the button: A-2s up to A-9s. Take a moment to 
think about it. 
 Now, there is of course no absolute answer here, but if i was in this 
situation i would three-bet all of these hands except for a-9s. The 

reason is that these hands play really well in three-bet pots and they 
usually have a decent chance of winning the hand at showdown even if 
called. When we three-bet these hands we are also less likely to be 
four-bet by our opponent because we hold one of the four aces (a 
blocker), making it harder for our opponent to have a really strong 
hand like a-a or a-K. 

another reason why i think that three-betting these hands is better 
than calling is because i am not thrilled to have a-9s against the range 
of hands that the cutoff will be raising – he’ll often have me beat or be 

Aggre ssion 
rules 

CardRunners pro Matthew Janda looks at his play from 2011 and explains 
why a more aggressive approach in 2014 will serve you well at the table

in association with

A D V A n C e D
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dominating me. Plus, if one of the blinds makes a squeeze raise versus 
us and we have to fold that is a horrible outcome! 

Calling in position
The net result of this is that I don’t call in position that often. Here are 
the hands that I typically would call in position with:  
99-55/AQo-AJo/K-Qo/AJs-A9s/KQs-KTs/QJs-QTs/JTs-J9s/
T9s-T8s/9-8s/8-7s.

It’s fine to call a bit wider than this – and many will flat call with 

pocket Tens and Ace-Queen suited. I tend to three-bet and call 
four-bets a lot now, especially compared to other people, instead of 
calling more preflop. 

I think you’ll be surprised by what hands I would just fold to a raise 
when I am on the button. It includes hands like: 

7-6s, 6-5s, 5-4s, 44-22 and all other suited gap hands. 
I will fold these even though they look pretty! I’d prefer to three-bet 

bluff with something like K-7s to 7-6s because I think the ability to flop 
a high pair is more important than it being more connected.

 When we 
three-bet these 

hands we are 
less likely to be 
four-bet by our 

opponent 

Tap for BoNUS CoNTeNT



 STRATEGY aggressive play

Despite me hopefully being a 
better player now than i was in 

2011, i am actually uncomfortable more 
often in pots now than i ever was! This 
doesn’t make sense on the surface but 
the main reason why is because 
nowadays i am constantly playing 
hands in a way where i expect to lose, or 
playing them in ways where i know it’s 
likely i will have no idea ‘where i am at’ 
in the hand. in the past i would always 
take the safe option and play similarly 
to everyone else. 

The clearest example of this is that i 
am constantly calling three-bets and 
four-bets out of position when i am 
getting a really good price to call. in 
these hands i will expect to lose the pot 
much of the time, but when i do win it 
will usually be a really big pot. Maybe i’ll 
call a three-bet with a hand like a-8s 
that can make a really strong hand such 
as a flush. i’ll probably lose the hand but 
if i do win it’ll be a massive pot so overall 
it makes it a profitable call. 

you cannot avoid being lost with 
marginal hands out of position and, 
similarly, you cannot avoid having to 
play these hands either. a few years 
ago you could beat games like $100Nl 
online and avoid getting in difficult 
situations completely. Not now. if you 
want to beat a stake like $100Nl then 
you’ll have to get more comfortable 
playing in tough hands out of position.

My old poker mentor Jaime Kaplan 
was a very good player who would take 
aggressive lines and was completely 
comfortable with being lost and facing 
tough decisions. My gameplan revolved 
around always knowing what i was 
going to do on the turn or river and 
never being in an unusual, foreign 
situation. But he was the bigger winner. 

Tough love 

it’s time to look at a bit of poker 
psychology. What feels more 

emotionally satisfying: to get to see a flop 
and miss, or to get pushed off your hand 
after three-betting and never seeing a flop  
at all, leaving you to ponder what could 
have been?

The answer is that getting pushed off 
your hand without seeing a flop just feels 
dirty. you won’t be able to stop thinking, 
'Did i just get bluffed off the best hand?' 
imagine that you did get bluffed off the 
better hand – the correct response might 
be to think i played my hand correctly, so 
did my opponent and i just so happened 
to be in a spot where i couldn’t call.

However, the natural instinct when you 
get bluffed off the best hand is to feel that 

you got owned! Flip the situation around 
and imagine you bluff your opponent – 
don’t you think you owned him rather than 
just seeing it as a situation where you both 
played well? it’s hard but you have to 
make sure you are not thinking this way.  

another thing that you might think is, 
'What if i would have gotten really lucky on 
the flop? i might have just three-bet a 
hand i could have called with preflop and 
flopped the nuts with.' regret, like this,  
is a strong emotion that can lead you to 
make bad decisions in the future. 

you can’t let regret change the way you 
want to play. you have to want to play 
hands the most profitable way more than 
you want to play hands so that you have 
no regrets.

Scary ThoughTS

 I’ll probably 
lose the hand 
but if I do win 

it’ll be a massive 
pot so overall it's 

a profitable  
call 
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It may seem weird that I am 
talking about psychology so much 

but I think that feelings like regret and 
fear lead to people playing poker too 
passively. When you call and expect to 
lose, have to fold preflop ('Did I get 
owned?!'), or suffer regret from what 
could have been, it will make you feel 
down. They all encourage you to play  
in a manner that is not the most 
profitable way! 

Yet that’s what poker demands of us 
– to play as profitably as we can. I think 
the 2014 version of me would probably 
crush the 2011 version, even though I 
now get ‘lost’ way more in hands than I 
used to. I have actively avoided always 
making the most comfortable and easy 
decisions when playing, and it is paying 
off. An example of this might be to call 
a four-bet preflop with a weak hand 
because I am getting odds of better 
than 3/1, whereas before I would have 
either folded (most likely) or 
sometimes bluff-shoved. 

This aggressive style that I am 
advocating is probably much closer to 
a Game Theory Optimal style – game 
theory is an advanced term for making 
your decision by taking into 
consideration what your opponent’s 
best strategy is too – than playing 
passively. It also makes it much harder 
for your opponents to play against you, 
which is a good thing. 

Remember that the strategies you 
are playing in these hands will put you 
in difficult spots postflop and require 
you to play big pots, but the important 
thing is that it will also make your 
opponents do the same and they will 
be uncomfortable doing so.

No regrets
Even though I may play higher 
stakes than you I have the same 

emotions and feelings. There are a few 
things that I don’t like;

•  Variance and potentially  
losing money

• Being lost in a hand
• Bluffing off a stack
•  Having to fold a hand without  

seeing the flop because I have  
been re-raised 

However, the major difference between 
us is that I have realised how inevitable it 
is to play aggressively. I have embraced 
the fact that whenever I sit down and play 
a session I'm potentially going to be 
playing for a lot of money in spots I'm  
not entirely comfortable with. What’s 
changed is that in 2014 I care the most 
about playing in the most +EV style 
possible than I do about ‘playing it safe’.

Now it's important to mention that by 
playing this style it’s easy to drop five 

buy-ins fast, so make sure you follow 
these important rules:

1) Don’t play $10NL if you are 
unwilling to lose $50. It will 

happen at some point. 

2) Don’t play $25NL if you are 
unwilling to lose $125. It will 

happen at some point. 

3) Don’t play $50NL if you are 
unwilling to lose $250. It will 

happen at some point. 

4) Don’t play $100NL if you are 
unwilling to lose $500. It will 

happen at some point. 

5) Don’t play $200NL if you are 
unwilling to lose $1,000. It will 

happen at some point. 

The more aggressive you are the more 
your variance will be – but you also 
increase your potential to win big too. It 
will be a real challenge to get over this 
mental block. 

Because – let’s face it – we are dealing 
with a lot of money! In the real world $125 
is a good sum of money 
but when I am playing 
poker I will not think twice 
about bluffing that 
amount. In the real world I wouldn’t even 
think about paying that much for a pair  
of shoes! 

Your brain is wired to avoid risk but to 
be a top poker player you have to do the 
exact opposite. Aim to play as profitably 
as possible and, if you are prepared to be 
very aggressive, you should win big. 
Especially at the lower limits, most 
players (even regulars) will play very 
conservatively and you will be 
able to run over them.

Let's get emotioNaL 

This article is an extract from 
Classroom: 2014 VS 2011 by 
CardRunners pro Matthew 

Janda. To watch the full video, 
and thousands more

PP

 Your brain  
is wired to  

avoid risk but to 
be a top poker 

player you have 
to do the exact 

opposite 
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Telling the story

The question of live tells is 
one which tends to divide poker 
generations. old school live pros 
swear by them, and entire books 

were written on the subject, whereas the 
newer breed of online pros often tend to 
discount or disregard them entirely. i have a 
certain sympathy for this viewpoint. i would 
certainly agree that as general awareness of 
the existence of tells has grown, even 
amateur or inexperienced players go to great 
lengths to avoid giving off the most obvious 
ones. there has been so much talk about 
tells that even non-players are aware of them.

A few years ago, the main concern of 
inexperienced live players (even if they were 
online beasts) was not wanting to give them 
off. Cue the hoodies, sunglasses and 
impassive robotic behaviour. These have 
largely disappeared in recent times, 
presumably as the realisation spread that the 
claims of the old school pros to be able to put 
you on a specific hand were at least wild 
exaggerations, if not full-on bluffs. Nowadays 
the tendency of most young players is to 
regard the whole area of live tells as the poker 
equivalent of alchemy: an entertaining fiction 
ultimately disproven. Because of this, a lot of 
young players make little or no effort to look 
for live tells, confining themselves to betting 
lines, patterns and sizing.

Strong clues 
My view is that while the importance of live 
tells was undoubtedly overstated in the past, 
disregarding them entirely is giving up an 
additional edge. Experienced live players 
tend to give little or nothing away, but 
inexperienced players are often 
complete tell boxes.

Even inexperienced players are 
aware of the need to control their 
verbal and facial reactions, so when 
it comes to picking up live tells, the 
most important things to watch are 
the eyes and hands of opponents. In 
terms of eyes, the classic tell (and still 
the most common in my experience) is 
that opponents tend to stare at flops 
they missed (as if hoping to see the card 
they want if they stare long enough) and to 
look away quickly from flops they hit (if they 
look to their chip stack it’s pretty much 
guaranteed strength). Some inexperienced 

players will dwell briefly on  
the card that improves them 
before looking away. On 
connected boards, when 
the eyes scan left to right 
more than once, it’s 
usually an indicator that 
the villain has some sort 
of straight draw or 
occasionally even a  
made straight.

Shake it out 
The main hand tell is the shaky 
hands one. In unsophisticated 
opponents this is always monstrous 
strength. Unable to contain their excitement 
at being dealt Aces or flopping the nuts, the 
hands start to shake uncontrollably as a 
release of tension. Most other common hand 
tells relate to how players move chips in to 
the pot. For your own part you should always 
try to use the same hand motion with your 
strong hands and your bluffs, but many 
players have two different motions 
depending on whether they are bluffing  
or not. The four most common betting 
motions are:
(1) The classic move forward and place/drop. 
(2) The aggressive throw/spray (generally 
weakness if the player doesn’t always use it).

Dara O’Kearney explains how live tells – despite being  
overstated in the past – can still help your poker game in 2014

 STRATEGY COLUMN

 When it 
comes to picking 
up live tells, the 
most important 
things to watch 

are the eyes and 
hands 

(3) The slide.
(4) The stalled release, where 

the chips are moved forward 
but there’s a distinct 

hesitation before release 
(which is generally  
a sign of weakness).

When a player uses 
two (or more) of these, 
look carefully to see  

if there’s a pattern.  
The most common 

combination are the slide 
or stall for weak hands and 

bluffs, and the throw or spray 
for strong hands, but if you look long 

enough you’ll see almost every possible 
combination, with a few additional eccentric 
idiosyncrasies. One lady I regularly play with 
literally waves at her chips after releasing 
them whenever she is bluffing (which she 
does a lot!). It took me a while to work this 
one out as it looks like a spray (nearly  
always strength).

One cautionary note in all of this is that  
if you make it obvious you are scrutinising 
opponents for tells, they may elect to give 
you false information. With the classic tells 
so widely known now, it’s pretty easy to, say, 
look at your chips quickly when you want to 
bluff, or to keep staring at the board when 
you hit top set but want your opponent to 
think you missed.

A few years ago at the Irish Open, I found 
myself at the table of well-known maniac 
Michael Tureniec. He was opening every 

pot, betting every flop and generally 
bullying the table. So it was no surprise 

to see him reach for chips and raise into 
my big blind. After I looked down at 
Aces, I thought for a little while before 
three-betting. As he tanked what to 
do next, I tried to help him out with 
every reverse tell in the book 
designed to project weakness. After  
at least five minutes in the tank, he 

did eventually shove on me and my 
chips almost beat his into the pot. He 

cursed under his breath when he saw 
my hand as he presumably realised he 

was the victim of some reverse tells. Then 
again, he did have the monster that is J-7  
off so maybe the chips were always going  
in irrespective of what I did… PP

Ignore live tells in this
game and you’ll be
leaving money behind



PokerEncore.com’s  
Karl Mahrenholz tests out 
your poker skills with this 
tough hand from a recent 
major tournament. Can you 
work out the best move?
In association with

YOUR
CALL

SITUATION: My table was made 
up of passive, less experienced 
players, and one stronger player. I 
raised with K-T offsuit from a stack 
of around 40,000. Action folded to 
the strong player in the big blind 
who put in the extra 450. The flop 
came K-6-2 with two spades. He 
checked to me and I bet 1,350 into 
2,150. He thought for a while 
before calling. The turn was an 
offsuit Nine and he checked.  
I bet 3,900 into 4,850 and again he 
called. The river came an offsuit 
Ace and he thought for a little while 
before checking. What is my best 
play and why? If you decide to bet, 
how much and what would you do 
facing a raise?

SOLUTION: There are many 
reasons to bet the river here. You 
can rep the missed flush draw – 
you have an active image and, as a 
thinking player, he will know that 
you are supposed to rep the Ace 

when he checks to you. However, 
there are also reasons to check 
back on this occasion. Hands that 
he can legitimately have that beat 
you include K-Q, K-J, possibly A-6, 
A-2 or the nut flush draw. There 
are some worse Kings that could 
call but not much else. Pocket 
pairs can’t really call three streets 
unless he is severely overthinking 
things. Obviously missed spades 
are a part of his range and these 
can’t call either. 

There is 12,650 in the pot and I 
have around 34,000 left. I’m all for 

going for thin value but I think 
checking is best here. There are 
too many hands that he plays like 
this that can beat us and not 
enough worse ones that will call. 
Also, at a very weak table I am 
happy to take this pot down 
without the risk of losing a large 
river bet. If I take a big hit here I 
would surrender the role of table 
captaincy to him and it could be 
more costly than potentially 
missing out on some value. I 
checked and ended up losing  
to A♠-J♠.

LAST MONTH
Karl takes it to the river against a tough opponent at GUKPT Reading

EVENT: £500+£50  
GUKPT Reading 
STACK: 40,000
BLINDS: 200/400/a50

The winner this month is Shane Ching who correctly analysed that Karl should check behind on the river. Congratulations! 

SITUATION: This hand comes 
from Day 2 of a recent GUKPT 
main event. There are currently 30 
players remaining from a starting 
field of 268. 26 players will be 
getting paid. The minimum cash is 
£1,050 and first prize is around 
£40,000. I have been on the same 
table since the start of the day 
about five hours ago. I began the 
day with an above average stack 
and played with quite a loose 
image until losing a big preflop 
all-in with K-K v A-K. Since then I 
have been card dead and have just 
about maintained a 20BB stack. 

In this hand it is folded to me in 
mid-position. I open to 4,800 with 
T-T. The player on the button then 

moves all-in for 16,000. He has 
recently lost most of his chips in a 
huge race and is visibly on tilt. The 
small blind folds and the big blind 
begins to think. He is a young and 
fairly inexperienced player, but 
someone who is clearly trying hard 
to learn and play his best. He has 

asked my advice during the break 
about some of the spots that have 
come up and, despite having a big 
stack of around 300,000 chips, he 
hasn’t been abusing the table. 
After around 30 seconds he 
announces all-in. What is my best 
play? Call or fold?

THE SITUATION 
Will you call a shove with pocket Tens on the bubble?

EVENT: £500+£50  
GUKPT Reading
STACK: 48,000
BLINDS: 1,200/2,400/a200

www.pokerplayer365.com
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Pot: 00,000

FOLDFOLD

SB
FOLD

FOLD
BUTTON
ALL-IN

FOLD
YOU

43,200

BB
ALL-IN

FOLD

Pot: 12,650

FOLD

FOLD

SB
FOLD

FOLD
BUTTON
FOLD

FOLD

YOU
33,850

BB
43,850

FOLD

16,000

4,800

300,000

Tap for BoNUS CoNTeNT

Think you can solve the 
problem? Enter here using 
#YourCall in your message 

for a chance to win!

WIN!
pokerplayer playing

cards



In the tank
Moving up troubles
After ten long years I think my cash game 
play is moving into proven winning player 
territory. I know that you play online cash 
professionally so I trust your judgement. 

I am currently a winning player at 
$0.05/$0.10, but I want to know how much 
of a difference there is between this and 
$0.50/$1.00? I am sure I read somewhere 
that the difference in skill doesn’t really kick 
in until you reach $1/$2 or even higher.  

 Mike Bennett

There are less fish at $0.50/$1.00 than 
$0.05/$0.10 but you will also find some 
soft tables there. I guess players at the 

lower stakes are almost always just 
playing for fun while you can find some 
regs using a HUD on $0.50/$1.00. You 
definitely shouldn’t underestimate them. 

As you say you are a consistent winning 
player at $0.05/$0.10 I’m quite sure that 
it will be profitable for you to step up. 
Take it step by step, starting with shots 
at $0.10/$0.25 and if you win constantly, 
take shots at $0.25/$0.50 and so on. 
Even if your win rate decreases a little 
you should still win more money due to 
the higher stakes. Just make sure that 
you play with solid bankroll management.

building society 
How did you build your 
bankroll and how would 
you recommend I build 
mine up? 

Dan Nicholls 

I started out by just 
playing freerolls. I won 
several tiny $0.30 
prizes and when I had 
$2, I started to play the lowest micro-
level cash games and built a bankroll 
from that. After a year and a half, I had 
$4,000 in my bankroll and played 
NL$50. I continued to play full-ring 
cash games in the evenings after 
school, and after another year, I had 
$60,000 in my bankroll! 

I started playing poker full-time in 
2009. I play more live tournaments 
nowadays as a sponsored pro but I 
always try to find time for multi-tabling 
online cash games up to $5/$10. 

I would suggest you build a bankroll 
playing cash games too. There’s less 
variance than tournaments and it’s 
‘easier’ to make a steady profit. I would 
recommend you always have a minimum 
of 20-30 buy-ins for the level you are 
playing to ensure you don’t go broke. 

ruling the roost 
I was playing in a £40 freezeout 
tournament at my local casino 

a while back and we were on 
the final table when this 

incident occurred.
Some guy limped in 

preflop UTG+1 and the player in the Hijack (a 
short stack) shoved all-in. He didn’t announce 
it, he just slowly shipped his chips in. It got to 
me in the small blind and I had chips in my 
hand to limp in. My hand went across the line 
but the chips never left my hand. I started to 
say ‘call’ but realised there had been a shove. 
I moved my hand back and folded my cards. 

The player in the big blind and the player 
who limped in both quickly folded but the 
player who went all-in started shouting. 

The dealer called the floor over but he also 
agreed with the dealer who said I could fold. 
The argument went on for a good 20 minutes 
and the player got more and more angry 
about it. He showed everyone pocket Kings. 

Ten minutes after this 
had calmed down I busted 
the player and went on to 
win the tournament! What 
are your thoughts?

Craig Blades

Once someone is all-in 
the dealer has to 
announce this clearly 

and put the all-in mark forward. It’s 
obviously a clear mistake on the dealer’s 
part here. I have to admit I’m a bit curious 
how you could start to say ‘call’ and not 
finish it – it’s quite a short word! 

Joking aside, if you dropped the chips 
and announced an action then the bet has 
to stand. In this case if you were just 
halfway through the action I agree with 
the decision since the player’s actions 
weren’t clear.

pot shots 
What guidelines do you use for bankroll 
management? Do you ever take shots?

Christopher Osagie

 Even if  
your win rate 

decreases you 
should make 

more money 

888poker pro sofia lövgren is here to answer all of your poker problems. 
email us at pokerplayer@plyp.co.uk or tweet @pokerplayer365 now!

 STRATEGY ADVICE

Build a bankroll by 
moving up the cash
game levels 



Leading Ladies 
Celebrating the greatest females in poker history 

2) Victoria coren Mitchell 
With a successful career as a TV presenter and writer, 
it’s a wonder that Victoria Coren Mitchell finds the time 
to play poker at all. Despite her other distractions, she 
is one of the most decorated female players in history, 
and the only two-time EPT winner so far.

Who is sofia 
Lövgren?
 
The super Swede is one of the poker 
world’s fastest rising stars – here is  
why YOU should seek her advice…

ToTal live TournamenT 
winnings: $159,788
l Crushes online cash 
games up to $5/$10 
l Proves that not all Swedish 
people have blonde hair

Personally I have always played with solid 
bankroll management as I consider it the 
most important thing for a professional 
poker player. When I am playing NLHE I 
never play with less than 20 buy-ins for 
any level. If I was playing heads-up or 
PLO, games with much higher variance,  
I would want a bankroll double that size. 

When I feel confident and I am winning 
I step up and take shots at higher 
levels. It’s crucial that you 
don’t take shots just to 
hunt losses!

Balancing act
Can you explain what the 
phrase ‘balancing your 
range’ means please? I 
see it written in strategy 
articles a lot but I’m not 
sure I fully understand 
what it means! 

Stan Burns 

If you always play strong hands in 
a specific situation, your range is 
unbalanced. Playing a balanced range 
means that you play exactly the same 
way with a wide range of hands in a 
specific situation. The simple reason you 
do this is that it makes it more difficult 
for your opponent to put you on a specific 
hand strength.

Every good player has to understand 
this and implement it in their game. 
Having said this, balancing your range is 

only really relevant when you are playing 
against decent players that don’t just 
play their own hands.

tough handling 
I seem to have problems playing a 20-25 big 
blind stack in tournaments. I’m never quite 
sure what to do with hands like A-9, 4-4 and 
K-J when it’s folded to me. Should I raise and 

fold to a shove? Fold preflop? Or just 
shove it all-in? I always seem to 

get in trouble so please help! 
Rob Duggan 

This can vary massively 
depending on what 
stage of the 
tournament you are in, 
the average stacks and 

who the players are. 
However if you are in 

early position just fold 
these kind of hands when 

you have 20-25BBs. If the  
table is tight you can open raise  

in mid-late position, but don’t get fancy  
if players call you and you miss the flop.

If there are aggressive, loose players 
behind then you have to tighten up and 
raise with only your strongest hands 
– the ones that you are prepared to call  
a shove with.  

You can also try to pick good 
opportunities to squeeze and steal 
preflop in late position versus loose 
passive players with any hand.

www.pokerplayer365.com

balancing your range is key
versus tricky opponents
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are you ready to
call a shove with
a hand like this?

asK sofia & Win! 
If you’ve got a question about poker 
strategy, a hand you played, or you just 
want to know what Sofia’s favourite 
cupcake is, get in touch now! If your 
question gets printed you’ll WIN a pack 
of playing cards! 

 

tap for BonuS content



1	 Stephen	Chidwick	 #10	 3,370.26

2	 Max	Silver	 #41	 2,781.40

3	 Oliver	Price	 #64	 2,551.29

4	 Toby	Lewis	 #66	 2,540.05

5	 Jack	Salter	 #69	 2,529.54

6	 David	Vamplew	 #91	 2,328.78

7	 Simon	Deadman	 #98	 2,279.39

8	 Sam	Trickett	 #122	 2,159.96

9	 Rhys	Jones	 #181	 1,915.07

10	 Tamer	Kamel	 #189	 1,877.24

11	 Tom	Hall	 #225	 1,783.12

12	 Niall	Farrell	 #237	 1,753.96

13	 Matthew	Davenport	 #242	 1,741.11

14	 Craig	McCorkell	 #246	 1,734.94

15	 Richard	Ashby	 #286	 1,658.03

16	 Ludovic	Geilich	 #293	 1,647.28

17	 Jake	Cody	 #302	 1,632.32

18	 Tom	Middleton	 #307	 1,622.80

19	 Roberto	Romanello	 #310	 1,616.53

20	 Zimnan	Ziyard	 #322	 1,600.76

1	 Dan	Smith	 4,074.73

2	 Ole	Schemion		 4,015.54

3	 Daniel	Negreanu			 3,889.56

4	 Jason	Mercier			 3,814.17

5	 Scott	Seiver			 3,648.91

6	 Olivier	Busquet	 3,600.88

7	 Davidi	Kitai	 3,588.84

8	 Byron	Kaverman	 3,570.64

9	 Alex	Bilokur	 3,493.30

10	 Stephen	Chidwick	 3,370.26

11	 Vanessa	Selbst	 3,303.43

12	 Jacob	Schindler	 3,268.76

13	 Paul	Volpe	 3,226.44

14	 Erik	Seidel	 3,181.80

15	 Amichai	Barer	 3,140.04

16	 Jonathan	Duhamel	 3,125.56

17	 Martin	Jacobson	 3,116.38

18	 Mike	McDonald	 3,081.15

19	 Matt	Glantz	 3,050.73

20	 Keven	Stammen	 3,050.03

Global Poker Index

rankInGs
The GPI Is The world’s mosT resPecTed rankInG  

sysTem for lIve TournamenTs. we counT down The  
besT Players In The world ThIs monTh 

Get the very 
latest Global Poker 

Index rankings

 GPI rankings

rank   name nat PoInts rank   name GPI rank PoInts

WorLD Poker rankInGs  – toP 20 Uk Poker rankInGs – toP 20

dan smIth
BEST	CASH:	$2,044,766
ALL-TiME	wiNNiNGS:	$8,864,612

after seven-figure wins in 2012 (aussie 
millions $100k challenge) and 2013 
(wPT five diamond classic), smith 
made it three years in a row when he 
won $2m in the $100k bellagio super 
high roller this summer. he followed 
that up with a super-deep run in the wsoP 
main event (20th) before heading to barcelona for the 
100th ePT celebrations and helping himself to a $2k side 
event win and two other cashes. one word: monster.

stePhen ChIdwICk
BEST	CASH:	$517,992
ALL-TiME	wiNNiNGS:	$2,803,117

after a final table at the ePT barcelona 
high roller, chidwick extended his lead 
at the top of the uk rankings this 
month thanks to a third place finish in 
the £1,000 10 Game event at ePT 
london. chidwick is also the only player 
from the uk in the world Top 20, although 
Jack salter will be pushing him all the way next month 
after another huge second place finish, this time in the 
wsoP aPac main event where he earned $516,960.

the leaders of the PaCk
THE	PLAyERS	THAT	ARE	CuRRENTLy	CRuSHiNG	TOuRNAMENTS	AROuND	THE	wORLD



Tap for BoNUS coNTeNT
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The GPI Challenger Cup is a unique new leaderboard 
ranking, based on the existing Player of the Year formula. 

It aims to reward players who regularly compete in low and 
mid-level tournaments with buy-ins 
under $2,000 – the largest 
single cross-section of the 
live tournament ecosystem.  

The GPI Challenger Cup 
will crown three winners 
– from North America, 
Europe, and Asia – who 
will get an exclusive 
2015 WSOP Main Event 
package, and honours  
at the European Poker 
Awards and the American 
Poker Awards.

1	 Dan	Smith		 3,839.04

2	 Daniel	Colman		 3,820.76

3	 Mustapha	Kanit		 3,567.62

4	 Jason	Mercier		 3,545.77

5	 Scott	Seiver		 3,480.86

6	 Jacob	Schindler		 3,384.02

7	 Keven	Stammen		 3,278.36

8	 Alex	Bilokur		 3,276.21

9	 Davidi	Kitai		 3,251.01

10	 George	Danzer		 3,226.87

1	 Oliver	Price	 #14	 3,087.04

2	 Stephen	Chidwick	 #27	 2,579.55

3	 Simon	Deadman	 #50	 2,230.89

4	 Max	Silver	 #58	 2,166.80

5	 Sam	Trickett	 #66	 2,099.82

6	 Jack	Salter	 #102	 1,880.58

7	 Tom	Hall	 #114	 1,824.42

8	 Matthew	Davenport	 #242	 1,780.14

9	 Toby	Lewis	 #134	 1,738.05

10	 Alex	Goulder	 #146	 1,659.46

rank   name nat points rank   name Gpi rank points

Gpi pLaYer oF tHe Year Gpi pLaYer oF tHe Year – top 10 Uk

1	 Erwann	Pecheux	 1,962.76

2	 Pierre	Neuville		 1,483.05

3	 Alexander	Kostylev		 1,189.82

4	 Jonas	Lauck	 1,144.22

5	 Mikal	Blomlie	 1,141.54

6	 Rumen	Nanev	 1,137.04

7	 Roger	Hairabedian	 1,124.51

8	 Max	Pescatori	 1,114.47

9	 Oleksandr	Gnatenko	 1,100.93

10	 Alex	Goulder	 1,093.60

rank   name nat points

2014 CHaLLenGer CUp – top 10 eUrope

Max	Pescatori	is
flying	the	flag	for	
mid-stakes	Italians

1 The	Global	Poker	Index	(GPI)	tracks		
the	results	of	every	poker	player	in	the	

world	for	the	past	three	years,	in	every	live	
open	poker	tournament	with	a	buy-in	of	$1	
or	more	and	21	or	more	entrants.	Players	
receive	a	GPI	score	for	every	qualifying	
tournament	they	cash	in.

2 These	GPI	scores	fall	into	one	of	six	time	
periods,	each	of	which	covers	six	months.	

These	are	called	Aging	Periods.	The	GPI	limits	
results	to	the	player’s	best	five	results	per	
six-month	period	for	the	most	recent	18	
months,	and	four	results	per	six-month	period	
for	the	18	months	prior.

3 The	sum	of	the	top	scores	in	each	Aging	
Period	makes	up	the	player’s	total	GPI	

score.	The	GPI	Top	300	is	published	weekly	
and	represents	the	most	accurate	current	
standings	in	the	poker	world.	You	can	check	
the	very	latest	Global	Poker	Index	rankings		
at	www.globalpokerindex.com/rankings.

How does tHe GPI work?

How long will a GPI score last?

Every	poker	tournament	open	to	the	public		
with	the	following	specifications



 gpi thehendonmob.com

global high 
rollers

When $10k buy-ins aren’t enough it’s time to look to the high 
rollers. since 2003 there have been 204 $25k+ buy-ins, Where  
a regular group contest poker’s biggest tournaments

The Hendon Mob is the most 
comprehensive database of live poker 
tournaments in the world. It enables  
you to browse upcoming schedules 
across the world, as well as results for 
completed tournaments, updated daily. 

Got some live results? Check your 
profile at www.thehendonmob.com. If 
you want to make any changes email 
support@thehendonmob.com. If your 
results aren’t showing up talk to your 
local club or casino. 

Upcoming tournament schedules, 
along with results, can be sent to  
results@thehendonmob.com. For  
more details on how to send tournament 
information and much more, go to 
tinyurl.com/TheHendonMobFAQ.

What is the hendon Mob?

▼ HigH roller tournaments ($25k and above) since 2003▼

total prize money awarded: $559,938,290

australia

16

nortH
america

129
asia

7

aFrica

3

europe
49
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ThE TEN biggEsT firsT prizEs iN high rollEr hisTory (vErsus ToTAl wiNNiNgs)
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Stanley Choi
All-TimE EArNiNgs: $6,583,360
biggEsT cAsh: $6,465,560 (2012 macau high 
stakes challenge super high roller, 1st)
% of All-TimE wiNNiNgs: 98%
gpi world rANkiNg: 5,927

Anyone can win a 
one-off poker 
tournament 
– even Stanley 
Choi who only 
has one other 
tournament 
cash to his 
name. Choi won 
the crazy $250k 
buy-in in Macau that saw 72 other 
players try and fail to strip this 
businessman of some of his assets.

ChriStoph VogelSgang
All-TimE EArNiNgs: $5,152,096
biggEsT cAsh: $4,480,001 
(2014 big one for one drop, 3rd) 
% of All-TimE wiNNiNgs: 87%
gpi world rANkiNg: 1,286

Christoph 
‘Tight-man1’ 
Vogelsgang 
normally plies 
his trade at 
the high 
stakes tables 
online where 
he rules with an 
iron rod. He’s only 
cashed in three tournaments, but his last 
was his biggest when he came third at 
the 2014 Big One for One Drop. 

Zhu Fai
All-TimE EArNiNgs: $4,349,610
biggEsT wiN: $4,349,610 (2012 2012 macau 
high stakes challenge super high roller, 2nd)
% of All-TimE wiNNiNgs: 100%
gpi world rANkiNg: 38,828

PokerPlayer 
editor Ross 
Jarvis has  
a higher 
ranking on 
the Global 
Poker Index 
(32,147) than 
Zhu Fai, and has 
seven Hendon Mob 
flags to Fai’s one. Unfortunately for 
Jarvis, Fai wins where it counts with over 
100 times more in career earnings.

Binkety Bink!
if you’rE goiNg To ruN good iN A siNglE TourNAmENT, mAkE iT A supEr high rollEr

▼ HigH rollers: THe big winners ▼

Antonio Esfandiari1 $26,252,7472012 big one  
for one Drop

daniel colman2 $22,520,2482014 big one  
for one Drop

stanley choi3 $6,583,3602012 Macau High stakes  
Challenge super High roller

Anthony gregg4 $9,221,911

$18,346,673

$15,306,668

$6,465,560

$4,830,6192013 one Drop  
High roller

Erik seidel5 $20,811,660 2011 Aussie Millions  
super High roller

max Altergott6 $3,324,8802013 ePT grand Final 
super High roller

Justin bonomo7 $8,001,768 2012 ePT grand Final 
super High roller

daniel colman8 $22,520,2482014 ePT grand Final 
super High roller

dan smith9 $8,864,6122014 bellagio 
super High roller

scott seiver10 $13,161,259

$2,472,555

$2,289,970

$2,165,217

$2,127,398

$2,044,766

$2,003,4802013 PCA  
super High roller



There are many types of  
poker tournaments with different 
structures and prizes but some 
tournaments are more popular 

than others. the Grosvenor Casinos 25/25 
series is gaining in popularity from one 
event to another, but why?

First, a longer clock (40 minute levels on 
Day 1 and 45 minute levels on Day 2) and 
deep starting stacks (25,000 chips) mean 
there is more room to play. Even if you get 
unlucky and suffer a bad beat you are quite 
likely to have some chips left, so there is still 
a chance to rebuild your stack. Normally, 
tournaments with this excellent structure 
can be expensive to enter, but the 25/25 
Series has a very affordable price of just 
£220. With a £25k guarantee it’s a very 
attractive package.

Starting right 
So, once you’ve entered 
what is the best strategy 
to apply to your game? 
There is a very good 
saying, ‘You can’t win a 
tournament in the early 
levels, but you sure can 
lose it.’ The early stages 
of a tournament are not 
about winning pot after 
pot and being very active. 
Pots at this stage are usually 
small so winning one is not as 
significant as it is later on. A good 
player is going to use their time wisely 
during the early levels to study their 
opponents. So, if you’re watching a movie 
on your iPad or playing on your mobile, you 
are probably not going to pick up as much 
information as you could. Instead, you 
should try playing very few hands and 
concentrate on the poker going on around 

you as much as you 
can. There is loads of 
information you can 
collect during these 
levels. For example, 
who is aggressive, 
who is tight, who is three-betting light, who 
doesn’t defend their blinds, how this person 
plays their draws and how they play their 
made hands on a wet flop, etc.

The next stages are about taking the 
information you have and using it against 
your opponents. As an example of what I 
mean I’ll describe two hands I played 
recently in the 25/25 Series. 

Hand One
I was dealt T-9o in the big blind when a 

middle position player opened. I had 
been studying my opponents for 

many hours, so I knew he had 
a very wide opening range 

and would try to steal my 
blinds whenever he 
could. I decided to call 
and defend my big 
blind. The flop came 
9-6-4 with two hearts 
giving me top pair with 

a weak kicker. I checked 
to the raiser and he went 

all-in for a substantial 
amount – much more than 

was in the pot!
Now was the time to think and use 

all of the information I had gathered so far. If 
he had an overpair, a set, two pair or top pair 
(likely with a better kicker than mine) he 
would just bet to make sure he got value – 
but to know that took me hours of watching 
how everybody was playing when I wasn’t in 
a hand. So what hands was he going all-in 
with? It was mostly hands that want to scare 

 When  
you’re not in a 

hand, observing 
and studying 

your opponents 
is a crucial part 
of the game 

me off the pot but have outs if called – draws. 
I was ahead of a draw so I called and I was 
right! My opponent missed and was out of 
the tournament.

Hand Two 
Later on in the same tournament, I was dealt 
Q-Q UTG+1. I opened and UTG+2 three-bet 
me. At that moment I was very happy as, 
after hours of watching my opponents, I 
knew this player was most likely just trying 
to make a move on me and I was willing to 
put all my chips in the middle in response. 
Surprisingly the hijack, who had played tight 
all evening, went all-in for 6x the three-bet!

I went deep into the tank. He was not 
likely to risk his entire big stack with A-Q or 
J-J with so many people yet to act and such 
strong action having already taken place. I 
thought he would probably four-bet rather 
than shove with A-A (it was a very big shove) 
but A-A and K-K seemed his most likely 
hands. With another player Q-Q or A-K 
might also be possible but that didn’t seem 
likely based on what I had observed here. It 
was a tough spot but I folded. I found out 
later that my opponent had K-K and had I 
called I would probably have been out.

Even when you’re not in a hand, observing 
and studying your opponents is a crucial 
part of the game – especially in the early 
levels. Next time you’re in a tourney, try to 
play tight early on and see how much 
information you can gather.

• Click for more info on the  
Grosvenor Poker 25/25 Series

PP

You’ll need a very
good reason to fold
Queens preflop

Tournament 
Tactics
Grosvenor Poker pro Ellie 
Biessek explains why it’s 
important to pay attention 
at the table in low stakes 
tournaments like the  
25/25 Series

In association with

Ellie Biessek



CliCk for our new-look website

Want more

• Daily poker news • The internet’s biggest strategy archive 
• Live video streams of major tournaments • Exclusive freerolls 

www.pokerplayer365.com
Desktop • Tablet • Mobile

NoW 
optimised 
for mobile



F
antasy Poker Manager lets you 
pick a team of pros to play for  
you at all the major events around 
the globe. Pick your players, enter 

our league and you can take on the official 

PokerPlayer team and other readers. You 
get points for any of your pros that make 
it into the money in any featured event – 
the deeper the run, the more points you’ll 
get. What do points make? Prizes!

Play the world’s biggest tournaments  
from the comfort of your own home!

Fantasy 
poker 

Manager

Fantasy 
poker 

Manager

 gpI fantasy poker



Tap for BoNUS coNTeNT

How to play

1 You can play Fantasy Poker Manager on your mobile (Android or iOS) or 
on Facebook. Download the app or search for it in Facebook and register 
an account. You’ve now got 1,000,000 to spend on your team of ten 

players. You can unlock an extra two players through achievements and get 
more to spend on your team by earning loyalty points or through a daily poker 
quiz. Catch up on the form players in the Players Marketplace.

2 Pick your team by adding players. You can search for players using the 
filters at the top to rank by price, nationality, GPI ranking, popularity, 
total FPM points and more. Pick a team within your budget and 

remember that you can tweak your team right up until the deadline for each 
event (usually until the beginning of Day 2). A countdown in the top right 
corner lets you know exactly how long you’ve got. 

3 You can join any of the Official FPM leagues and pit yourself against 
the best FPM players from around the world. You can also start a 
private league just for you and your friends. Join the PokerPlayer 

league to take us on and play for the prizes. Search for ‘PokerPlayer Season  
1’ in the Official FPM Leagues box.

Congratulations to Trinity Schweiz for 
topping the table with a massive score 
– but it’s incredibly tight. PokerPlayer’s 
Dave Woods sneaks into the top ten and 
will be looking to climb and challenge for 
the title in the coming weeks. 

1 Trinity Schweiz 3,434
2 Peter Luscombe 3,254
3 Lucas Durney 3,177
4 Edward Killworth 2,387
5 Steve Whitfield 2,021
6 Ash Whi 1,636
7 Santino Abate 1,288
8 Colin Young 1,163
9 Dave Woods 1,111
10 Mark Andrews 890

season 1
league table

www.pokerplayer365.com

TM

Join the official PokerPlayer league!
Season 1 of our league runs from September 5 to November 23 
and takes in the following events…

Sept 5-10 WpT cyprus $4,400 Main Event
Sept 14-19 WpT Borgata open $3,500 Main Event
Oct 11-12 UKIpT London £2,200 High Roller
Oct 12-18 epT London £4,250 Main Event
Oct 12-18 WSop apac $10,000 Main Event
Oct 15-17 WSop apac $25,000 High Roller
Nov 3-7 WpT caribbean $3,500 Main Event
Nov 7-11 WpT Jacksonville $5,000 Main Event 
Nov 11-16 WpT UK £500 WPT500 
Nov 13-16 WpT emperors palace poker classic $3,600 Main Event
Nov 18-23 WpT UK $3,000 Main Event

Every poker pro in your team that finishes in the money will score you FPM 
points. You can join the league at any point but you’ll want to start scoring 
points straight away, so now’s the time to scout your players and make it to  
the top of the leaderboard.

Get involved!
league name: pokerplayer Season 1  
password: passthesugar

tHe prizes
1st £110 seat to the Sky poker Super 
roller, plus a pokerplayer mega pack 
(t-shirt, playing cards, ebook)  
2nd-5th pokerplayer mega pack

Play 
fantasy Poker 
Manager now!



T
here’s just one event left in the 2014 PokerPlayer 
Tour and it’s the big one! After starting off in 
London back in March, before hitting the road and 
heading to Edinburgh, Brighton, Leeds, Coventry, 
Manchester and Cardiff, we’re back in the capital for 

the Grand Final. Playing out at the legendary Vic card room, the 
buy-in is a chunky £200+£20, which will create a serious prize 
pool. It’s a two-day event with a full GUKPT structure and £10k 
starting stacks, which makes for lots of play. 

You can buy-in direct online at GrosvenorPoker.com or at the 
casino on the day, but if the tournament’s too rich for your 
blood then you can win your way in for a fraction of the price in 
our £5+£0.50 Super Satellite (see right).

We’ll be there, hoping to bring the trophy back to PokerPlayer 
Towers (or adding the value). See you on the tables! 

The highlighTs
l  Two-day dealer dealt 

tournament 
l  10,000 starting stack
l   Full GUKPT structure     
l  Friendly and fun atmosphere
l  Meet the PokerPlayer team  

and other readers 
l  Play for serious cash  

and a PPT trophy 

The UK’s besT low-sTaKes poKer ToUr!

T o u r  2 0 1 4T o u r  2 0 1 4

jo
in

 u
s in

 

london!



How to 
play

1  Qualify online 
at Skypoker.com  

2 Buy-in online  
at Grosvenorpoker.com 

3 Buy-in direct 
at the casino

Satellite
£5+£0.50, with  
ONE £220 GraNd 
FiNal SEat Gtd
PPT Satellite 9

Tues Nov 4
8pm

Six-max
SkyPoker.com

2014 Schedule

There will be one Grand Final seat 
added for each additional £220 in  
the prize pool. 

www.pokerplayer365.com

puB poker partneronline partner live partner

Grand final 
nov 15-16, 2pm

Grosvenor victoria casino, london
£200+£20

New to Sky Poker? 
Sign up and get £20 free PlUS a 

200% first deposit bonus! 

Find out more 
about the 2014 PPt



 

The stage is set for the biggest  
Grand Prix final of all time – it’s time to 
prepare yourself for the TV cameras!
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Grand 
Prix 10

In association with

NEW
!

£10,000 in  
prizes, plus 
a televised 

final!



 

Leaderboard 
top 20	

1.	 ourkidsi	 213
2.	 Gukumatz	 200
3.	 rainman78	 194
4.	 HIBBO1	 187
5.	 REDNUMBER	 183
6.	 SammyJohn	 182
7.	 AJDUK	 176
8.	 Eldorado	 171
9.	 jassharkym	 169
10.	steeljax21	 166
11.	 kurdt	 159
12.	 jawzindawz	 158
13.	phibaoptic	 155
14.	kpax01	 153
15.	DaMatrix	 150
15.	 jansen	 150
17.	 RhinoPower	 148
18.	kev8	 147
19.	sirustv	 146
20.	repton3	 144

Direct qualifiers  
HGVdriver, sinner60, 
carpetsrfr, kev1993, 
Parmenion, H00Zat, 
neilbutt, lester7777, 

coldblow1, timeforbed, 
boatrace, scousemast1, 
suckout777, ePiscOPi,  

ice_tiger, razor61, 
Bluevelv14, tobo09

The qualifiers
Congrats to everyone 
who qualified for the 

televised final!

PrePare like a PrO	The	first	step	towards	winning	a	major	poker	
tournament	comes	before	the	cards	are	even	in	the	air.	Make	sure	you	get	a	
good	night's	sleep	and	wake	up	nice	and	early	for	the	big	kick-off.	A	healthy	

breakfast	will	leave	your	mind	focused	and	fresh	for	the	battle	ahead.

take it easy	Play	tight	in	the	early	stages	and	size	up	the	opponents	on	
your	table.	It's	more	important	to	preserve	chips	at	this	stage	rather	than		
taking	risks	to	gain	a	big	stack.	Wait	until	the	blinds	rise	before	going	to	war.

OPen uP yOur Game 	Once	the	blinds	start	to	rise	up,	make	sure	that	you	
adjust	before	your	opponents	by	playing	more	aggressively.	The	blinds	are	
now	worth	stealing	and	there	will	be	a	ton	of	medium	and	short	stacks	who	

you	can	really	put	pressure	on	with	three-bets	preflop.		

eyes On tHe PriZe	The	payouts	are	heavily	skewed	towards	the	top	three	
spots	and	it's	vital	that	you	take	risks	to	try	and	get	there.	Take	advantage	of	
tight	opponents	who	are	desperate	to	hang	around	for	a	min-cash.

take it DOwn!	Heads-up	poker	is	a	different	animal	to	what	you've	been	
playing	so	far.	Grab	the	momentum	early	on	with	some	light	three-bets	and	
play	all	of	your	biggest	pots	in	position.	Oh,	and	running	good	helps	too!	

The finalists will 
battle for a £5k
prize pool in Leeds

www.pokerplayer365.com

the Grand FinaL 
When:	Saturday	November	29,	1pm		
(expect	an	approximate	finish	time	of	10pm)

Where:	Grosvenor	Casino	Leeds	Westgate,	
Wellington	Bridge	Street,	Leeds,	LS3	1LW

How to win tHe PokerPlayer Grand Prix
We’ve won four of the nine Grand Prix finals to date so 
we’re uniquely qualified to provide these winning tips!

1

2

4

3

5

taP fOr BOnus cOntent

clIck Here to see the full leaderboard. New to Sky poker? clIck Here to sign up  
and use the promo code 'poker' to get £20 for free and a 200% first deposit bonus!

Filmed for a  
one hour special 
on the Sky Poker 

TV channel! 



POKER NEWS AND GOSSIP FROM AROUND THE WORLD

PP

 ALL-in ExclusivE nEws

Just like 
watching 
Brazil
l Josh Gould and 
Roland de Wolfe 
have been named in 
a lawsuit with Iraj Parvizi, a Dubai businessman who 
claims they colluded against him in at least one game 
to the tune of £185,000. The incident, alleged to have 
taken place in london’s Les Ambassadeurs casino, is 
the first time de wolfe has been in the news for years.  

Parvizi is suing les Ambassadeurs who called the 
action ‘embarrassing’. no verdict has been delivered 
but one unnamed source offered an alternative version 
to the narrative in a Daily Mail interview, saying, ‘no 
one would need to cheat to beat iraj. we’re professionals 
and he’s terrible – it’s like Brazil versus San Marino.’ 
185,000-0 is a bit much though, even for Brazil. 

l Current best buds Antonio Esfandiari and Phil Laak’s new 
TV show Underground Poker launched on the Discovery 
Channel and was canned after the first episode. 

Even though the Discovery Channel discovered that 
watching amateurs play low-stakes poker in sticky, sordid 
New Orleans’ basements didn’t make for scintillating 
viewing, The Magician isn’t giving up on the dream just yet. 
‘It's currently being pitched elsewhere,’ said the Big One 
champion, who refused to get down about the whole thing. 
‘It’s life. Some things work. Some things don’t. 
What can I do? Dwell on the fact it 
didn’t work out? Who gives a shit.’ 

Muckraker is currently 
working on a UK version, which 
boasts highlights from a 
10p/20p limit game 
held inside a 
Rotherham 
Working Men’s 
Club. Now that’s 
entertainment.

 'no one
 needs to cheat

 to beat iraj...
 We're pros and

 he's terrible'  

Laak and antonio in the muck

Forrest Fire 
Former best buds Ted Forrest and Mike Matusow went at it in 
a very public way on Twitter last month over an unpaid prop 

bet. Back in 2010, a super chunky Forrest bet an allegedly drunk 
Matusow $2m that he could get under 140lbs. Matusow snapped 
Forrest off, but then tried to back out when sober. Forrest said he 
could buy out for $500k but Matusow refused and an emaciated 
Forrest duly appeared to demand his fee like some vengeful ghost. 

Matusow agreed to pay Forrest in $5k monthly instalments,  
but quickly fell behind when Full Tilt’s gravy train came off the rails. 
Forrest – short of $1.7m – finally snapped last month pleading with 
Matusow to, ‘Get healthy. win. Pay your debts.’ 

Matusow blamed Full Tilt and alcohol for his woes, and the feud 
seemed to be dying down. Then Forrest read our Matusow cover 
article and saw red again, tweeting. ‘wow anybody reading about 
Mike Matusow in this article talking about how great he is and how 
much money he makes in life. i have to say POs.’ The two are part of 
the group of ten nominated for this year’s WSOP Hall of Fame. 

Matusow:
Pay that man his money

laak and esfandiari:
tV show canned but 

bromance lives on

Got a story?Email Muck Raker



D-Generation X 
Are you A sick degen or A 
boring life nit? tAke the test… 

new worlD champ! 
the 2014 mAin event comes to 
A $10m climAx in lAs vegAs 

PLUS
GrinD house 
expert cAsh gAme strAtegy 
from the grinder school teAm

Nex t 
moNt h

ON SALE
NOvEmbEr 23

Chris moormaN
ThE grEATEST ONLiNE TOurNAmENT pLAyEr 

Of ALL TimE rEvEALS hiS SEcrETS

Tap for BoNUS coNTeNT



see you next MontH!


