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...and a word about prices

The bearer of this 

accolade has gone up 

against its peer(s) and 

emerged victorious.  

A gadget sporting  

this badge is a five-star  

product, and the one we 

would buy, if we were us.  

Generally, we show the 

manufacturer’s recommended 

price. Two exceptions: 

 Asterisk marked prices (*) 

are indicative prices and 

subject to change depending 

on geographic location.

 All prices in the Top 10s are 

the best we could find at the 

time of printing.
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1 …this great mag landing on 

your doorstep before it hits 

the shops, every month.  

2 … bragging rights amongst 

your peers as the most 

technologically evolved.

3 …exclusive reader offers 

and discounts.

4 …spiritual fulfilment.

SUBSCRIBE  
TO STUFF & 
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On the Cover
Model Kashish Singh
Photographer Vikram Bawa
Styling Esha Amin
Makeup Ambereen Yusuf 
Hair Shefali 
Outfit Only Spike  
Ring Aquamarine  
Band Forever 21, Shoes Gucci

It’s great to see technology driving technology. And by 
that I mean the gadgetry in modern cars. The Auto Expo 
is the biggest car show in our region and what really got 
our engines revving was the smorgasbord of concept 

cars showcased at the event. They may be a few years from 
becoming a reality, but their very existence means that their over-
the-top tech will trickle down into more affordable and practical 
cars. The kinds that you and me can buy. This issue opens with a 
roar from the Auto Expo (p8) show floor and is bound to leave 
your mouth agape.

For the traditionalists, we have the best phone the world has 
never seen - the Oppo N1 (p62). Its feature set, innovation and, not 
to mention, sheer size, will intimidate every other flagship phone 
out there. The rise of the phablet has been astronomical and with 
MWC in Barcelona right around the corner, you can only expect 
more to fall from the sky. 2014 is off to a rousing start and if you’ve 
been saving up, your options will just be getting sweeter.
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 8 The Auto Expo 2014 Hot Ten
  ● BMW i8
   ● Audi Sport Quattro
  ● Tata ConnectNext
  ● Bajaj U-Car
   ● Renault KWID 
  ● Jaguar Project 7
  ● Honda Vision XS-1
  ● Datsun redi-GO
  ● Hero iON
  ● TVS Draken-X21  
 24 Gigapixel Nissan GT Academy 
  Simulated racing for the win!
 27 Choice Fox My Box 
  Change the game in consoles and  gadgets.   
  Fox My Box is your overhaulin’ pitstop
 31 Apps 
  Our pick of this month’s mobile offerings  
 32 Vital statistics Olympus SP-100EE 
  The superzoom with its own sniper sight
 35 Icon Kisai Xtal 
  Basically, it’s like reading the time. But in   
  expert mode
 41 Quick test Canon PowerShot SX510 HS 
  Compacts with much zoom are here to stay
 44 Games
  A claustrophobic first look at Alien: Isolation 

 62   First test Oppo N1 
We test this great new phablet. Which one, 
you ask? You’ve probably never heard of it

 66   First test Lenovo Yoga 10.1  
Flexy-tab from Chinese computer-mobile 
phone conglomo is sexy

 68   First test Kawasaki Z1000 
It isn’t a bike, it’s a predator that’s out to kill 
you. And you will die

 70  1-on-1 Audi S6 vs. Porsche Panamera 
These poweful four-door saloons give you 
the ability to drop your children to school 
while scaring bikers and taxi drivers

 73 Tested Sony Vaio Fit 13A 
  Flippy hybrid goes from laptop to tablet in   
  the most acrobatic way possible
 75 Tested Amazon Kindle Paperwhite 3G 
  Oh, you like to read books? Try this, nerd
   77 Tested Affordable on-ear headphones  
  ● Harman Kardon CL ● JBL Bassline  
  ● AKG K451 ● Sennheiser HD219 
  ● Audio Technica ATH-WS55
 78  Tested Laptops 

● Acer C720 Chromebook  
● Alienware 17 ● Apple MacBook Pro 13in

 82 Long-term test Motorola Moto G 
  Cheap as chips and every bit as tasty
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OUR PRICES
Prices in Hot Stuff 
are MRPs. Prices 
in features, tests 

and Top 10s are the 
best we could find 
from a reputable 

online retailer or the 
company itself.
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OF EVERYTHING

TOP
TEN

(In association with)

NEW

NEW

₨47,222
★★★★✩

BEST FOR
CAMERA 
OBSESSIVES

Nokia Lumia 1020
Finally, a cameraphone worthy of the name. The WP8-running 1020 takes superb 38MP 

snaps helped by such treats as optical stabilisation and a xenon flash. Or it can scale 

them down to 5MP and cram in more detail. But as a phone, it’s good rather than great.

HTC One
The HTC’s reign at the head of this Top 10 is over, but that doesn’t make it a bad 

phone. In fact, some may still prefer the charms of its gorgeous aluminium body, low-

light-tastic ‘Ultrapixel’ camera and smaller 4.7in screen. Not us – but it’s a close thing.

₨39,700 
★★★★★

BEST FOR
PREMIUM 
DESIGN

Apple iPhone 5s
A curious blend of tried-and-tested – 4in screen, design, huge cost – with new-and-

exciting features like a 64-bit processor, fingerprint-sensing home button and iOS 7. 

What it adds up to is an easy purchase for most… but we’re ready for iPhone 6.

BEST FOR
APPLE FANS

from 
₨53,500
★★★★★

Samsung Galaxy S4
The S4 is like a Deep Fill sandwich of tech: a 5in 1080p screen, 13MP camera and a 

quick quad-core processor. But once the novelty of tasty fillings such as Air Gestures 

and Smart Scroll wear off, you’ll long for the handmade panini taste of the HTC One.

₨40,690 
★★★★★

BEST FOR
FEATURE
FANS

Samsung Galaxy Note 3
Verily, ’tis indicative of the age in which we live, when a supercharged superphone 

gets five glowing stars, but only makes No7. By Crumbles, though, it’s good. Blistering 

processor, 5.7in screen and stylus smarts. It’s the best gigantophone there is. 

Sony Xperia Z1
Like an otter, the Z1 is sleek, powerful and waterproof. Unlike an otter, it’s only 

waterproof to 1.5m. Like an otter, it’s a quick mover, with a fast processor and 

reasonably quick Android build. Unlike an otter, the Z1 is good at taking pictures.

BEST FOR
SNORKELLERS

₨44,990
★★★★★

₨49,900
★★★★★

BEST FOR
SAUSAGE 
FINGERS

BEST FOR
PURE 
AESTHETICS

HTC 8X
The 8X takes the title of ‘world’s best-looking phone’ and positively glows in its blue, 

red and yellow hues – as does its gorgeous 4.3in, sharper-than-Retina LCD display. 

The dual-core chip performs well too, but a thin apps catalogue loses it a crucial star.

Google Nexus 4
Our champion ‘budget smartphone’ has finally settled here, thanks to LG. The Nexus 

4 represents astonishing value: it runs Vanilla Jelly Bean and packs a lovely 320ppi 

screen. Its successor, the Nexus 5, is due to replace it on this list soon, though.

BlackBerry Q10
The Q10 is the BlackBerry the QWERTY faithful have been waiting for. Its combination 

of a great little screen, lovely big keyboard and lots of grunt makes it a productivity 

powerhouse. The new Q5 is cheaper (₨24,990) but also plasticky and underpowered.

LG G2
No, your eyes aren’t deceiving you: that really is an LG smartphone atop this most 

prestigious of lists. And deservedly so – the G2 is the best phone we’ve ever 

used. Its 5.2in, 1080p screen is razor sharp, with superb viewing angles and inky 

blacks; its quad-core Snapdragon 800 processor handles demanding tasks with 

nonchalant ease; its 13MP camera takes amazing photos… All that, and its battery 

just keeps going on. How did they do it? No idea. But we’re very glad that they did.

STUFF SAYS
Samsung! HTC! Sony! Your 
boys just took one hell of 
a beating… Because the LG 
G2 is the best phone ever 
₨41,500 ★★★★★

₨25,999
★★★★★

₨17,999
★★★★✩10
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BEST FOR
POWER AND 
PRICE TAG

1
174 SMARTPHONES

BEST FOR
WORKAHOLICS

₨41,490 
★★★★✩

(In association with)

HOTHO

BUY

UPDATE

BEST FOR
VALUE AND 
PERFORMANCE

BEST FOR
FANS OF THE 
SMALL-BIG TAB

Amazon Kindle Fire HD
Forgetting that big bezel, the Fire HD’s 7in, 1280x800 screen packs a punch. It’s also 

fast and has great speakers, making it a great tablet for films, ebooks and media 

consumption, so long as you don’t mind the lack of apps and closed Amazon ecosystem.

Lenovo ThinkPad Tablet 2
You’re a high flyer. You have work to do and neither iOS or Android has the oomph. You 

need the Windows 8 Pro-running Tablet 2. It lasts all day, is powerful enough for full-fat 

desktop software and with the keyboard dock it’s an ultraportable laptop.

Asus Transformer Pad Prime
Don’t underestimate the keyboard dock. The Prime uses it not just for its trackpad 

and keys, but also for connections and extra battery life. Along with quad-core power, 

it makes this HD-screener a netbook beater. 

Microsoft Surface with Windows RT
The pared-down Win RT hits the funky, chunky 10.6in Surface. Its 16:9 screen is 

a mere 1366x768 but images look good, graphics are smooth and battery life is 

excellent, as are the Touch and Type keyboard covers. A lack of apps limits it for now.

Google Nexus 7 (2013)
It’s finally here. The super-screened Nexus 7(2013) is an upgrade over the 2013 

variant in many ways, including the Full HD screen, Snapdragon processor and stock 

Android glory. The 2012 variant can be had at bargain prices, though.

Apple iPad Mini
A stunning finish makes this the prettiest Apple tablet yet. The 7.9in screen shares the 

iPad 2’s 1024x768 res, but it’s not as crisp as the Nexus 7 or Kindle Fire HD. Great apps 

offset that loss – but at ₨6000 more than the FonePad, it’s hard to recommend to all.

Asus FonePad
Shut the front door! Where’s the Nexus 7 gone? Fickle as ever, we’ve decided we like 

this DNA-sharing FonePad more. Same size and 7in screen as the Nexus, but comes 

with Intel inside, 3G and a microSD slot for the same price. Not as classy, mind you.

Samsung Galaxy Tab 3 (8.0)
Samsung makes a triumphant return to the Top 10 with the 8in variant ofthe Tab 3. It 

trumps some of the others here by virtue of its excellent 1280x800 pixel screen, 

5MP back camera and ease of use.

Apple iPad
The 4th-gen iPad still stands above all tablets, with an amazing screen that 

renders everything in glorious 2048x1536 on its 9.7in Retina display. Photos, 

games and movies look incredible and text is eggshell-smooth. The A6X chip’s 

quad-core graphics and the LTE browsing speeds make it slicker and more user-

friendly than ever, while the unparallelled riches of the App Store mean it’s still 

the most fun, too. That said, we’re looking forward to an iOS refresh.

BEST FOR
ON-THE-GO 
BUSINESS

BEST FOR
MOVIE-FIEND 
ANDROID FANS

STUFF SAYS
Does everything the iPad 
has ever done, but now 
it’s twice as fast and four 
times as pretty. Amazing
from ₨31,900 ★★★★★

from 
₨21,900 
★★★★★

₨50,000 
★★★★✩

from 
₨43,999 
★★★★✩

₨15,999 
★★★★★

₨25,500 
★★★★★

from 
₨20,999
★★★★★

₨49,999
(w/keyboard dock) 
★★★★★

from 
₨11,999
★★★★✩
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BEST FOR
DESKTOP 
VERSATILITY

1
TABLETS 175

10

(In association with)

Sony Xperia Tablet Z
Sony just refuses to play by the rules. Stretching its stylish Xperia Z smartphone out 

to 10in should have made it thicker, but it hasn’t; less crisply screened, but it isn’t; and 

not waterproof, but it is. The price for this extreme engineering, however, is high.   

₨46,990
★★★★✩

BEST FOR
BATH-BASED 
TABLET FUN

HOTHO

BUY

Focal XS Book
Can a computer ever be a proper hi-fi substitute? It can if kitted out with these premium 

40W desktop speakers. If the new wireless version – due out soon – doesn’t interest 

you, you might well see a nice price drop on this existing model.

Cambridge Audio Minx Air 200
It may not immediately attract the eye, but the Minx Air 200 certainly attracts the ear, 

especially when chucking out tunes at maximum volume, which is very loud indeed. 

With Bluetooth, AirPlay, RCA and aux-in, it’s a crowd-pleaser with its connections, too.

Geneva Model M
An iAudiophile’s dream, the Model M pumps out serious sound of the kind you’d expect 

from a separates system, although iPhone 5 users will have to go for wireless docks – 

such as the ultra-portable Model XS (₨14,990), which streams via Bluetooth.

Bowers & Wilkins Z2
The baby of B&W’s AirPlay range is a little belter, and it adds a proper Lightning dock to 

Apple’s wireless tech. It’ll easily fill a small to medium-sized room with chunky bass, 
punchy beats and lovely, clear vocals. You’ll buy it for the look, but love it for the sound.

Harman Kardon Soundsticks Wireless
This iconic design is over a decade old and yet it still never fails to make jaws touch the 

floor. A permanent installation in the Museum of Modern Art, it’s truly stunning. Sounds 

fantastic too and now with Bluetooth skills, streaming music to it is a doddle.

Denon CEOL Piccolo
A diminutive standard-bearer for next-gen micro hi-fi, the Denon’s got a control app, and 

it’ll stream your own tunes, right up to 24-bit. The dock’s 30-pin, but who cares when 

you’ve also got AirPlay? Add Q Acoustics 2020i speakers for awesome sound.

Naim UnitiQute
Not since Prince’s heyday has such sweet music emerged from such a tiny thing. The 

UnitiQute produces audiophile sound from streamed files, all controlled by an iOS app. 

The SuperUniti is better still, while the flagship NDS is out soon.

Cambridge Audio Stream Magic 6
Our favourite music streamer is only kept from the top spot by the brilliant flexibility 

of the full Sonos system; as a single player, we’d go for this every time. Team it with the 

Azur 651A amp, feed it high-resolution 24-bit tunes and you’ll never look back.

Bose SoundTouch 20
All this time, if you wanted a true multi-room system, you had no choice but to go 

the Sonos way. It look long enough, but we finally have an option, and one that you 

can buy at your friendly neighbourhood mall with zero effort. The Bose 

SoundTouch system wirelessly connects with your computer or NAS device and 

streams directly using your home’s Wi-Fi network. Multiple SoundTouch devices 

mean you can control what you want playing in which room. We love it.

BEST FOR
TOP SOUND 
QUALITY

BEST FOR
VERSATILITY 
AND VALUE

BEST FOR
A DESKTOP 
HI-FI UPGRADE

STUFF SAYS
Infi nite music in every 
room without the need 
for custom installers? 
Sign us up now, please
₨32,513 ★★★★★  

₨1,88,063
★★★★★

₨54,990
★★★★★

₨45,500
★★★★★

₨49,900 
★★★★★

₨39,500
★★★★★

₨31,500
★★★★★

₨15,990 
★★★★★

₨29,999 
★★★★★
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Onkyo CR-N755
This Onkyo is about as cutting-edge as micro hi-fi gets, being the first with built-in 

access to internet radio. You can also stream your own tunes wirelessly or via USB, listen 

to FM and even play CDs. Audio quality is equally impressive.

₨32,000
★★★★★

HI-FI & MUSIC STREAMING 177
(In association with)

HOTHO

BUY

 46  The Best of New Tech 
We’re living in a golden age of consumer 
tech innovation, with some of the coolest 
games, cleverest gadgets, funnest cars and 
craziest apps springing forth for your 
pleasure. Here are 11 of the best...

 87  Best Games Ever 
Litres of hot air and many cans of a popular 
energy drink went into the debate over this 
year’s definitive list of the best games we’ve 
ever played

 130  Next big thing? Earth cam  
The pictures from this space-bound lens will 
make Street View look like amateur hour

 106  Beta yourself 4K Gaming 
True gaming is done on the PC. With the PS4 
and the Xbox One promising 4K games in 
the future, we are here to tell you, you can 
game in 4K now! Here’s what you need...

 109  New year special  
Launch yourself into 2014 with a whoop and 
the warm rush of geek dopamine that 
comes from making something ace with 
your own hands 

 113 Gadget Doctor    
  A course of tech leeches to drain the bad   
  gadget humours from your blood

Drum roll, please… 
You’ll find a new 

Top 10 in this 
month’s magazine: 
Games machines. 

Head on over to 
p115 to check out 
our favourite toys 

of the month



ANDROID

 Google-owned Android is the most widely used 

smartphone operating system in the world. A large 

number of manufacturers produce phones that 

run on Android, including world sales leader 

Samsung, HTC, LG, Sony and Motorola, as well as 

many of the Indian smartphone specialists like Micromax and Xolo. It 

is the most customisable operating system available for 

smartphones, and allows more flexibility. Android also offers users 

the largest number of apps and games to download, with the total 

count well in excess of one billion apps today.

BLACKBERRY OS

 A major player in the industry barely three years 

ago, Blackberry has since fallen from the ranks and 

has been overtaken by Android and iOS. Older 

devices contain the previous version of BB OS 

(BB7.0), while newer Blackberry devices such as 

the Z10, Q10 and Q5 are loaded with the newer BB10 OS. The 

operating system retains some of the key popular features of the 

older Blackberries, such as BBM, Blackberry Email and Enterprise 

Solutions. The app market is still comparitively small, with just over 

2,00,000 apps made for Blackberry.

IOS

 The proprietary operating system of all Apple 

phones, iOS provides for one of the easiest and 

most intuitive smartphone experiences around,  

and is exclusive only to Apple smartphones. It 

offers smoother lag-free performance, simplicity 

of use and ease of access to most features, which can be reached 

within two or three taps of the screen. Like Android, iOS too offers a 

large number of apps and games through its app delivery software, 

the App Store. The most recent count for iOS is said to be nearing 

one billion apps.

WINDOWS PHONE OS

 Windows Phone is one of the newest operating 

systems in the smartphone arena, and has been 

developed as a smartphone alternative to 

Microsoft's popular Windows platform for 

computers. Windows Phone for smartphones 

started out with WP7, and since then has been updated to WP7.5, 

7.8 and WP8. Windows Phone devices have been produced by 

various manufacturers, including Nokia (the largest producer of WP 

devices), Samsung, HTC and Huawei. Apps are still limited and 

number about 2,50,000 at the moment. 

OPERATING SYSTEMS

PRESENTS

Reliance Digital Xpress is a future-ready electronics store that brings you the 
latest in technology. It offers all the best brands and latest models of 
smartphones. The experience zones at Reliance Digital Xpress enable you to 
get a real-life feel of the technology in smartphones, and the store associates 
guide you with all the info that you need to make the right purchase decision.

The mobile phone has been an important part of our lives for a 
while now. But for the last few years, people have been increasingly 
switching from feature phones to smartphones. But what are they?

SMARTPHONES

PROMOTIONAL FEATURE

The feature phones of the old 

days offered fewer options in 

terms of uses of the device itself. 

The general lack of quality or high 

pricing of internet plans meant 

that you could only rely on the 

hardware capabilities of your 

phone to do things. So apart from 

making calls and sending text and 

multimedia messages, phones 

were limited to taking pictures 

with the camera, listening to 

music or watching videos, and 

playing the handful of games that 

were built into the device.

But today, the flavour of the 

season is smartphones. These 

are phones that do so much 

more, and make your mobile 

phone a much more useful, 

usable device that can integrate 

large aspects of your life into one 

tiny block that fits in your hand. 

Thanks to the improvement in the 

quality and pricing of internet 

plans and 3G data transfer 

speeds, it's now possible for us to 

do so many things that we 

couldn't imagine we'd be able to 

do on a mobile phone, even as 

recently as three years ago.

Smartphones now allow you to 

surf the internet, visiting every 

website you could access on a 

computer. Chat apps allow you to 

send an endless amount of 

messages and have intimate 

conversations with your friends 

and family without worrying 

about costs. You can also access 

your social networks on the 

move, read news and magazines, 

video chat, watch videos online, 

navigate and refer to maps, 

handle your banking, play 

thousands of games and much, 

much more.

THE BENEFITS



`22,999/-

Clear Black Display

thousands of applications

speed performance

anytime, anywhere

`24,799/-

`12,499/-

`24,799/-

for better, brighter colours

for a better gaming experience

HERE IS WHAT YOU CAN
GET AT RELIANCE DIGITAL

`12,499/-99

Reliance resQ is a service that provides complete support and sets 

up electronic solutions for you at home or office. resQ engineers 

are up to date with the latest in technology and offer complete 

assistance to operate your smartphone ‘smartly’. resQ also 

provides  other solutions like downloading of important apps, data 

transfer, cloud servicing, connectivity with multiple smart devices 

and extended warranty plans for your phone.

POPULAR SMARTPHONES

PROMOTIONAL FEATURE

SOCIAL NETWORKING

Whether you're on Facebook, Twitter, 

Instagram, LinkedIn or any other social 

network, smartphones give you the 

ability to access your accounts and communicate 

on the move. Apps for popular social networks 

exist on every major smartphone OS, and let you 

stay connected all the time.  

GAMING

With more and more games being 

made available on all popular 

platforms, smartphones are 

increasingly becoming everyone's primary 

gaming device. Popular games like Angry Birds, 

Candy Crush Saga, Temple Run, Subway 

Surfers are available to download.

VIDEO AND INTERNET CALLING 

Keeping in touch with your family and 

friends is easier thanks to apps like 

Skype and Viber, which use your 

Smartphone and internet connection to let you 

have unlimited voice and video calls with anyone, 

anywhere in the world. Chat apps like Whatsapp, 

WeChat and ChatOn let you share messages, 

images, videos and more.

NAVIGATION 

Gone are the days when you had to 

stop and ask for directions. Thanks 

to GPS technology being built into 

most smartphones today, you can use popular 

navigation apps like Google Maps to find your 

way through unfamiliar streets and highways. 

You can even find popular landmarks and 

research places easily.

APPS

With growing app stores and a 

large catalogue of applications 

across all smartphone operating 

systems, you get access to much more. Lakhs of 

great apps give you access to everything from 

cloud storage to reading news and features.

CONNECTIVITY

Smartphones make it easier to connect 

to your other gadgets. You can stream 

video on your TV, play music through  

your speakers, carry out video surveillance 

remotely and much more. This helps you do so 

much more than before with your phone.

Samsung Galaxy Note 3 
 5.7in Full HD Super 

AMOLED display

 Android 4.3(Jelly 

Bean), upgradeable to 

Android 4.4 (Kit Kat)

 1.9GHz quad-core 

processor (primary) + 

1.3GHz quad-core 

processor (secondary)

 3200mAh battery

 13MP rear camera + 

2MP front camera

Apple iPhone 5s 
 4in retina display 

(640x1136 pixels)

 iOS 7

 16/32/64GB 

internal storage for 

pictures, music, 

videos, apps and 

games

 Fingerprint sensor 

for touch ID

 8MP rear camera + 

1.2MP front camera

Blackberry Q10 
 3.1in Super AMOLED 

touch screen 

(720x720 pixels)

 Blackberry 10 OS

 16GB internal 

storage (expandable 

by microSD)

 8MP rear camera + 

2MP front camera

 Full QWERTY keypad

 BBM, Blackberry 

email, Enterprise

Nokia Lumia 1520 
 6in Full HD IPS LCD 

display

 Windows Phone 8 

Black OS

 32GB internal 

storage (expandable 

by micro SD)

 2.2GHz quad-core  

Qualcomm 

Snapdragon 800 

processor

 20MP rear camera

USE YOUR SMARTPHONE FOR...

HERE IS WHAT RESQ CAN DO FOR YOU



H O T TS

HOT
TEN
#1

Sink into seats surrounded by tech…

Exclusive to the i8 is a magical eDrive 

button: offering five different 

operating modes to choose from so 

you can  easily tweak your driving 

experience to suit your taste. With a 

full fuel tank and charged battery, it 

has a range of 499km, but there’s an 

“Eco Pro” option for all-electric 

operation if you wish – this will only 

switch to the petrol engine if the 

battery drops below a given level or 

you give the throttle a “sudden 

intense” application, a.k.a. powerrrr! 

CHARGING 
AHEAD

BMW i8
The eminently desirable i8 plug-in hybrid 

will soon hit the roads in all its concept-

style glory. Unlikely to cost a pittance (duh!), 

but then this is a car that will save you 

plenty on petrol money without skimping 

on performance: how many hybrids can do 

0-100kmph in 4.4 seconds and boast 48 

kilometres per litre efficiency? A Prius this 

ain’t. Powered by a 1.5l three-cylinder 

turbocharged engine working in tandem 

with an electric motor, it’ll swish past 

awestruck bystanders while looking like a 

swanky automobile back from the future. 

tba (expected Q4, 2014) / bmw.in

8 / StuffIndia / March 2014



FU F

A KEY FOB THAT’S SMARTER THAN YOUR SMARTPHONE...

SP
EC

IA
L

AUTO 
EXPO

2014
Introducing the ten 

fanciest bits of tech on 

w
heels displayed at the 

Auto Expo this year

While we’re yet to receive official word on 
whether this little piece of wizardry will in 
fact remotely operate the i8, it is a thing of 
beauty. So, if this is a pet project of the 
interwebs, well done folks. Allegedly 
featuring a high-res LCD screen, it’ll throw  
up vital stats such as the charge left on the 
batteries, available range and fuel levels. 
Supposed additional talents include the 
capability to pre-set your cabin temperature 
before you even step inside the i8. 

March 2014 / StuffIndia / 9



HOT
TEN
#2

H SO T FT U F

MAJOR LASER
Audi Sport Quattro 

Laserlight
Audi brought something a bit different to 

the Auto Expo: a car kitted out with lasers. 

Sadly, the Audi Sport Quattro Laserlight 

can’t blast traffic policemen out of 

existence with death rays – these light 

beams are strictly for safety. Audi has fitted 

the concept with a new kind of headlight 

that uses (you guessed it) lasers combined 

with matrix LEDs to deliver increased 

luminosity. The lamps can illuminate the 

road up to 500m ahead of the car, which 

Audi claims is around twice the luminosity 

of standard LED headlights. The car is a 

hybrid, combining a four-litre bi-turbo V8 

engine with a plug-in electric drive. The 

battery supports 48km-plus of all-electric 

driving, but the combustion engine can 

push the Sport Quattro Laserlight to 

impressive speeds – it’ll go from 0 to 

100kmph in 3.7 seconds and has a top 

speed of just under 306kmph. The hybrid 

system – aided by the car’s lightweight 

build – means you’ll get fuel consumption 

of around 40skm to the litre. On the interior 

side of things, its cabin is home to a next-

gen touchscreen panel that, thanks to an 

Nvidia Tegra 3 processor, provides hi-res 3D 

graphics for entertainment, navigation  

and information, rather than the usual flat 

set of buttons and images. It’s all still at  

the concept stage, of course, with no 

immediate plans for production – but we 

will see those laser lights in action on Audi’s 

e-tron Le Mans racer (above) this year.

tba (concept) / audi.in

10 / StuffIndia / March 2014



AUTO EXPO SPECIAL

Try to keep your eyes on the road…

The Sport concept has a natty electronic 

dash – of course, it’s a concept. But this 

widescreen doozy is actually from the 

new TT, due in 2014, and benefits from 

Audi’s membership of Google’s Open 

Automotive Alliance. It’ll be controlled  

with the latest version of Audi’s jog-wheel 

multimedia interface (MMI), claimed to be 

easier to use than ever.

…but your passenger doesn’t need to

Introducing all this new wizardry,  

Audi’s head of electric and electronics 

development, Ricky Hudi, said: “Ninety 

percent of all innovations in a new car  

are related directly or indirectly to 

electronics.” Seems sensible, then, that 

Audi has unveiled its own ‘Smart Display’ 

Android tablet specifically for managing 

in-car entertainment and settings. 

A TT is no use for a geek…

…because we’re always carting TVs, big 

speakers and mud-caked e-bikes around 

the place. Fortunately, Audi has unveiled 

the Allroad Shooting Brake concept: as fast 

as a TT, with four-wheel drive and a hybrid 

powertrain delivering 270Nm of torque.  It’ll 

also get the new TT’s virtual cockpit. But 

the big news is it’ll have folding rear seats, 

so we can fit all of our geekery in it. 

March 2014 / StuffIndia / 11



H SO T FT U F

DO NOT CALL  
IT A CAR
Bajaj U-Car

HOT
TEN
#4

Yes, it has four wheels, but the company 

insists that they’re strictly into motorcycles. 

Which is why, this isn’t a car. It’s a U-car. Or 

an anti-car. Or something. Since we’re not 

quite sure and neither is the company, we’ll 

call it the ‘thing’. The ‘thing’ is a ‘personal 

mobility solution specifically built for intra-

city commuters. Powering the front-wheel- 

drive ‘thing’ is a four-valve, triple- spark, fuel 

injected engine that’s mated to an automatic 

gearbox. Tipping the scales at an astonishing 

300kg, the ‘thing’ promises to deliver low 

emissions while still being excitingly quick. 

Scissor doors give it some serious style 

while saving space when parking.  

Perfect for the city, then. 

tba / bajajauto.com

CONNECTED TO 
THE CLOUDS
Tata ConnectNext

HOT
TEN
#3

Scoff all you want at the Nano’s dinky 

exteriors, but Tata’s glimpse of the future 

hatch is more connected to the cloud than 

your average web junkie. It’s been sprinkled 

with more tech than you know what to do 

with: an iPod-style click wheel controller 

between the driver and co-driver, heads-

up augmented navigation and integrated 

screens that switch from parking to media 

players. The internal wireless hub will even 

allow conference calls, music / video 

streaming and access to all kinds of cloud 

services. Give us enough room to put a bed 

inside, and we’d live in one of these. 

tba (concept) / tatamotors.com

H SO T FFT U FFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFF

HOT
TEN
#4
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tba / bajajauto.com

services. Give us enough room to put a bed 

inside, and we’d live in one of these.

tba (concept) / tatamotors.com
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➜

Taking off from the rear portion of the 

roof, it’ll operate in either auto mode, or 

via you using the dashboard tablet.

DEPLOY THE 
DRONE!

Renault KWID

HOT
TEN
#5

Ah, that sinking feeling when all you can see 

in front of you is a rapidly compressing cloud 

of brake lights. Is it worth stoking the sat-

nav and embarking on a massive detour 

around what might just be a minor delay? 

Or, if you’re driving the Renault KWID, do 

you cry: ‘Release the drone!’ and do a fly-

over of the obstruction, observing the 

results on your dashboard tablet. A perfect 

solution, except that this is the future, and 

now everyone has a drone in their car roof.  

Some half-wit crashes his drone into yours, 

and causes a drone pile-up. Now we’re all 

going to be here for an hour, picking up  

the pieces. Damned BMW fliers.

tba (concept) / renault.co.in

WTF? FLYING COMPANION

AUTO EXPO SPECIAL

March 2014 / StuffIndia / 13





H SO T FT U F

THE F-TYPE  
ON STEROIDS

Jaguar Project 7

HOT
TEN
#6

Designer Ian Callum looked at the F-Type 

and decided to turn it into a full-blown racer. 

Just four months later, Project 7 was born. A 

bad-ass tribute to past Jaguar racers, it uses 

the F-Type’s 5.0-litre V8, and squeezes out 

even more power: 542bhp to be exact. The 

‘7’ is a reference to the brand’s seven Le 

Mans victories between 1951 and 1990. We 

see you racing enthusiasts drooling right 

about now, but hold on to your socks 

because this is just a one-off. Oh, well.   

na / jaguar.in

T FU F

AUTO EXPO SPECIAL

March 2014 / StuffIndia / 15





H SO T FT U F

VISION OF  
THE FUTURE 
Honda Vision XS-1

HOT
TEN
#7

What you see is an embodiment of Honda’s 

M/M mantra: man maximum, machine 

minimum. Aiming to be the perfect fusion  

of sporty exteriors and spacious interiors, 

the XS-1 is what the urban SUV aims to be. 

Three rows of seats ensure a family of  

seven can roll down to their weekend picnic 

with more swag than an episode of  

Pimp My Ride. Sliding doors with large 

openings make the process of opening  

the car feel like a grand event while  

allowing easy access, obviously. Meant  

for growing markets, it aptly made its  

world premiere at the Auto Expo. 

tba (concept) / honda.com

T FU F

AUTO EXPO SPECIAL
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H SO T FT U F

HATCHING  
A PLAN   

Datsun redi-GO

HOT
TEN
#8

Take a five-door hatchback, give it the 

rugged stance of an SUV and what you get 

is the redi-GO. A bit like the EcoSport, then. 

The crossover style concept features some 

sweet styling cues such as narrow daytime 

running lights, a signature twist-of-light 

rear LED and fog light strips fully integrated 

into the front bumper. Add the distinct 

D-cut grille and 15in alloy wheels, and 

Datsun’s given us an exciting glimpse of 

what could possibly be its first compact 

crossover for the Indian market. We have 

two words to say to that: bring it! 

tba (concept) / datsun.co.in

T FU F

AUTO EXPO SPECIAL
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ASPHALT AND 
BATTERY

Hero iON

DRAKEN TO THE 
NEXT LEVEL
TVS Draken-X21

HOT
TEN
#10

HOT
TEN
#9

With its Tron-tastic styling and a cool 

moniker to go with, the iON houses a 

hydrogen fuel cell at its centre. Additional 

batteries and super capacitors assist with 

braking and acceleration. Airy, open wheels 

containing hubless traction motors use 

magnetic levitation technology that works 

on zero friction. They even double as 

brakes. That’s right. This machine is literally 

a science lab on wheels. Touch controls 

around the grip control its major functions 

while multi-axis gyros and accelerometers 

maintain stability at all times. This is green 

motorcycling taken to a whole new  

level. Just a word of advice: doing  

the daily round of grocery shopping  

on one of these is plain wrong. 

tba (concept) / heromotocorp.com

If the X21 is anything to go by, Apache  

RTRs of the future will resemble this: a 

thoroughbred naked monster. It’s TVS’ gift 

to the aspiring youth looking to graduate 

from their piffling current-gen machines. 

Those radical lines are mated with an LED 

headlamp with daytime running lights, ABS, 

an active matrix digital speedo, mono-

shock suspension and bar-end mirrors  

that all combine to scream one thing: get 

outta my way! This particular specimen  

is powered by a liquid-cooled 250cc  

single cylinder engine mounted on an  

exposed aluminium frame. Kids, it’s time  

to school the competition. 

tba (concept)/ tvsmotor.in

thoroughbred naked monster It’s TVS’ gift

DRAKEN TO THE 
NEXT LEVEL
TVS Draken-X21

HOT
TEN
#9

If the X21 is anything to go by, Apache 

RTRs of the future will resemble this: aRTRs of the future will resemble this: a 

AUTO EXPO SPECIAL
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The bigger picture in tech

WELCOME TO  
THE ACADEMY...
...the Nissan GT Academy 

that is. Nissan and 

PlayStation have joined 

hands to launch their 

driver discovery program 

in India. Gamers looking 

to advance from couches 

to racing at Silverstone in 

the UK could put their 

skills to the test. 

Shopping malls in New 

Delhi, Mumbai, 

Hyderabad, Bengaluru 

and Chennai have been 

chosen as venues for the 

live events. Clock the 

fastest time in Gran 

Turismo 6 and you could 

eventually make it to the 

global event. Gaming just 

got very, very serious. 

nissan.in

24 / StuffIndia / March 2014



H SO T FT U F

WHEN YOU LOSE 
YOUR CHARGER, 
LOOK FOR THE KEY 
The ChargeKey is a sleek 

and tiny key-like device that 

you attach to your key ring 

and seek help of when you 

lose your charger. It plugs 

in to your computer via USB 

and the other end goes into 

your phone. Available for 

Android and iOS. More on 

hellonomad.com.

POWER IN MASSES
The Portronics Power Box 

is all you need for your 

battery woes. It packs 

10,000mAh of power 

(enough to power a small 

smartphone city) and 

retails for 3499. The 

Power Box can be charged 

through the regular wall 

sockets and when you’re 

stranded on an island, it will 

use a solar panel to charge.

ANOTHER REASON 
TO BE LAZY...
A new online payment 

platform is in town. 

Appropriately named 

suvidhaa.com,  it provides  

services like Prepaid  

Mobile and DTH Recharge, 

Utility Bill Payment and  

Bill Management Services. 

Be lazy now.

March 2014 / StuffIndia / 25
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Baby gotta  party
D-LINK BABYCAM

Got a party in the hall and a sleeping baby in the 

bedroom? Leave aside those guilt pangs, and party 

smart the next time. Call for the D-Link DCS- 

825L Wi-Fi baby camera, which has won the 

prestigious iF design award. It simply turns your 

smartphone or tablet into a baby monitor that can 

be viewed over Wi-Fi. It has built-in night vision, 

and features motion, sound and temperature 

sensors, and can even play gentle lullabies. So it's 

'rock-a-bye-baby' even as you rock... 

 9000 / dlink.co.in

Have you gone Cookoo?
COOKOO WATCH

A smartwatch is all fun and games until you see the 

price, realise it's only compatible with a phone you 

despise, and find that the best thing it does is tell you 

that you have a message, all while being supremely 

ugly. The Cookoo isn’t expensive, looks alright 

thanks to its analog display and can even control 

your music and camera, apart from giving you a 

bunch of alerts. It’s now available on Android 4.3 and 

4.4 too, so you can use it with your fancy phone. 

US$130 / cookoowatch.com
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Pay to get slim
LENOVO VIBE Z
We at Stuff don't quite buy the idea of 

gymming-slimming. You pay a hefty fee just 

to lift weights that make your muscles ache. 

Utter rubbish. But what we don’t mind paying 

for is the ultra-slim Lenovo Vibe Z. It weighs 

just 174g, has a 5.5in display, Snapdragon 

800 dual core heart, 13MP rear cam coupled 

with a 5MP front camera, all packed in a slim 

and sexy silver body. Unlike us.

35,999 / lenovo.com/in

Drive like a pro
TRANSCEND DRIVE PRO 200

Accidents just happen. Whether you are in your car 

or on your bed. You can only do so much to avoid 

accidents in bed, but for the car bit, here’s the 

Transcend Drive Pro 200. A video recorder that will 

record the incident and save the clip as proof of 

your innocence. And that proof will be in full HD, 

captured through the wide-angle lens on the Drive 

Pro 200. Just don’t install it in the bedroom.

US$169 / transcend-info.com

Hybridbook Ultratablet
ACER  ASPIRE P3

Acer, you’ve outdone yourself this time.  An 

Ultrabook and a hybrid tablet in one? How very 

2013 of you! But all jokes and sarcasm aside, the 

Aspire P3 doesn’t sound bad at all. It has an 11.6 

TFT-LCD display, runs on a Core i3 processor 

with Windows 8 and lets you switch between 

tablet and laptop mode with ease. It’s also just 

0.77in thin and weighs 1.3kg. When will this 

hybrid bandwagon ever stop?

67,499 / acer.co.in





1 Paytm 
free / Android, iOS

If you’re an Indian, you possess the 

ability to bargain since birth. Has 

online shopping taken away the 

pleasure of a good haggling 

session? Fret not. The Paytm app 

has a messenger that allows you 

to bargain before you buy. 

4 Mxit 
free / Android, iOS

Here’s another Whatsapp 

alternative. Originally conceived in 

South Africa (it is pretty big there), 

this app wants a bite of Indian 

curry. The folks at Mxit promise it 

will work with low-spec phones 

with 2G networks as well. 

7 Moojic
free / Android, iOS

You get to play DJ with this app, well, 

almost. It enables you to interact 

with the music playing in a store 

you have visited, view the place’s 

music catalogue and play the music 

of your choice. It works with 

Moojic-adopted restaurants too.

2 Offers On
free / Android

So this one brings to you the latest 

‘offers’ that are ‘on’ in your area. It 

works by learning your location 

and providing the ongoing offers 

around you right into your palms. 

Looking for bars with happy hours 

just got easier. Don’t drink much.  

5 Tasty Khana
free  / iOS, Android, BB

When the tummy grumbles and 

rumbles, it’s probably gas; but it 

may also mean you’re hungry. If it 

is the latter, download Tasty 

Khana and order from over 5000 

restaurants. You can pay via 

netbanking, debit card or cash.

8 Star Walk – 
Astronomy Guide

195 / Android
Ah, stargazing apps. We were 

amazed by Google Sky Map. Then 

we forgot about it. And now we have 

a new one, with a pretty interface 

and all sorts of quotable facts. We 

won’t forget you, Star Walk!

3 Line Go!Go!Go!
free / Android, iOS 

Who says you need a gaming PC 

to have fun while playing games? 

Just download this no-brainer. All 

you need is left, right and jump 

controls to drive your car for as 

many km as you can without 

running out of fuel. Addictive it is.

6 Meritnation
free / Android, iOS

Learning never stops. Actually, it 

does. What you do in school is not 

learning, it is mugging-up. To help 

students actually learn, this app is 

designed in a unique self-guided 

format with three categories: 

Study, Test and Revise.

9 Switchr
free / Android

There’s no denying it: Android can 

be a mess of different skins, apps 

and launchers, especially if you 

have several Android devices. The 

solution is to install a third-party 

app switcher on all of them, and 

Switchr is a great place to start.

A P P S
This month’s mobile must-downloads

free / iOS, Android
The Traffline app uses a  
Birds Eye System that 
works through fitted 
probes on vehicles that 
have GPS installed in them. 
These probes continuously 
transmit position information 
which is converted to speed 
information that you see on 
your phone. Alternate routes 
are suggested so that you 
reach office on time. You can 
share your location too. 

APP SPOTLIGHT
TRAFFLINE
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V I T A L S T A T S

SUPERZOOM SNIPER 
SITUATION SOLVED

● Can’t see the tree for all that forest 
whirling around
If you’ve ever used high-power binoculars, a 

telescope or a sniper scope, you’ll know that 

while they enable you to see things that are very 

far away, actually pinpointing the thing you’re 

looking for is very tricky. The slightest 

movement of the optics sends your far-away 

target whipping out of view. By the time you get 

it centered again, whatever you were looking for 

is long gone.   

● Dot marks the spot
The Olympus SP-100EE, AKA Eagle Eye, has a 

built-in dot sight that pops up in an instant. 

Whatever the red dot is over in the sight is 

whatever the lens is seeing. Quick: hit the shutter 

button, while that Blue Flanged Warbler is still 

chewing on that Gummi Bear! A sight you never 

would have seen (and a Nature Snapper of the 

Year award you would never have won) if it 

weren’t for the Olympus’ powerful 50x optical 

zoom. And its special dot-sight. And, we should 

mention, its lens-shift optical stabilisation. 

● Getting up close and personal
Aw, the winged sweetie-snaffler choked on the 

Gummi Bear and will warble nevermore. Never 

mind, trek over there, retracting your SP-100EE’s 

lens as you go, and you’ll find that it’s a useful 

24mm (35mm equiv.) at the wide end. And, to 

really catch the look of distress on the little 

feathery chap’s face, engage the  1cm Super 

Macro mode. With a 16MP CMOS sensor, you can 

even see the tears of Gummi regret on his glazed 

eyeballs. Poor fellow. At least it’s a heck of a 

picture for your portfolio. 

Olympus has solved the eternal 
problem of superzoom cameras by 
using pop-up sniper technology to 
pinpoint your target. Boom! 

Olympus SP-100
26,990 / olympus-imaging.co.in
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Other news 
from Mount 
OlympusO

Let me be your teddybear  
(Read in deep Elvis voice)
SATZUMA DJ TEDDY

Hmm, not the best Elvis impersonation we’ve heard, so 

stop it, you sound like a creep. Anyway, have a look at 

this cute teddybear. We know it doesn’t have eyes, and 

that’s a bit creepy, but that doesn’t matter. What 

matters is that it has speakers embedded in those cute 

little feet and it hugs your phone with unconditional 

love. This would be a perfect gift for a disgruntled wife/

girlfriend with a chocolate in the teddy’s arms. We can’t 

promise safe results though. Best of luck.

2250 / giftease.com

Hold your breath
VICTORINOX DIVE  

MASTER 500
In a first for the Victorinox Dive Master 

collection, the 500 pieces in this exclusive 

43mm model are powered by a mechanical 

chronograph movement with automatic 

winding. The watches in this collection  

are exceptionally tough, and designed to 

withstand the test of time. Which means if you 

buy one of these limited titanium editions, you’re 

sorted for life. Especially if you’re the type who 

likes to know the time even when under water.

price on request / victorinox.com

● OM-D E-M10
Rats. Our love triangle with the 

dazzling Olympus OM-D E-M1 

and the E-M5 just got exactly 

one plane more complicated. The 

E-M10 shares the processor and 

Wi-Fi of the M1, along with an 

electronic viewfinder and tiltable 

LCD. Its stabilisation tech is a 

little less complex, but that 

doesn’t mean we wouldn’t invite 

it to come around for a coffee.

● Stylus TG-850
Last minute steals on ski and 

early deals on sun and sea make 

this the time to buy Olympus’ 

new none-more-tough cam. The 

perfect holiday companion, it’s 

waterproof to 10m, crushproof 

to 100kg and shockproof to 

1.5m, meaning you can take it 

everywhere – which is, after all, 

the key to getting memorable 

holiday snaps. All that and it  

has a tiltable LCD and 5x optical 

zoom so you can get down to 

some ‘proper’ photography 

when you’re not in action mode. 

THE RED DOT 
SIGHT LETS 
YOU SHOOT 
FROM THE HIP 
AT FULL ZOOM





I C O N

Has Marty McFly left his man 

bracelet behind?

He very well could’ve with his 

absent-minded cuteness and 

ticking time bomb of a life. But no, 

this is a Tokyo Flash company 

product that invites designs from 

bloggers and converts them into 

reality. Like all great ideas worth 

mentioning, the XTAL concept was 

designed on a paper napkin over 

lunch by its designer and the rest is, 

well...futuristic! 

That’s a cheesy spin on a cliche. 

Kind of like the Casio digital watch.  

Some might say. But there isn’t 

anything else that looks quite like 

the XTAL. The chamfered glass  is 

from 2025 while the dormant 

digital display and corresponding 

“cheep” sound is reminiscent of 

1985. The blend makes for a potent 

concoction that is bound to raise 

unnecessary conversations and 

questions. Put your own sci-fi 

twist to every story for added 

drama and intrigue. We tried it and 

it worked. Everytime.

 

It’s a watch that tells time with 

digits and LED. So what! 

So you don’t derive joy from 

gadgets, we get it. That’s no reason 

to be a cynic though. The goblins at 

Kisai are obsessed with changing 

the way we look at time, literally. So 

if you are in the mood to challenge 

yourself and others, you can set 

the XTAL to display the time in 

cryptic mode. It will take some 

getting used to, but if you’ve paid up 

to be part of this club, you don’t care 

how smelly the carpet is, right? 

Huh? You aren’t making sense. 

Nope. But that’s the idea. To show 

time in a language only you can 

decipher. After you’re done 

confusing onlookers, you can 

charge it via USB for another two 

months of mystery.  Empty those 

wrists for a trip back to the future.

KISAI XTAL
US$169 / tokyoflash.com

THE IDDEEAA ISS TTOO 
SHOW TTHHE TTIIMME IINN 
A LANGUAAGGE OONNLLYY 

YOU CANN DDEECCIIPPHHEERR
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All eyes ahead
 MAPMYINDIA  

SMART MIRROR
All those dents and scratches on the back of your 

car... yes, yes, we know it wasn't your fault. There's 

only so much road you can take in at one time. But 

just so you know, this Smart Mirror is a navigator, 

rear-view mirror and reverse camera screen all 

rolled into one. Install one in your car, and there'll be 

very little reason to take your eyes off the front 

while driving. Just remember though: it may be 

smart, but it won't brake on your behalf.  

15,990 / mapmyindia.com

H SO T FT U F

Do the bhangra
ADIDAS SPRINGBLADE 
Add a spring to your step for the next big, fat 

Punjabi wedding by equipping yourself with 

this eye-catching adidas. Christened the 

Springblade, this pair takes the endless energy 

story to a whole new level. It is the first running 

shoe of its kind with 16 individually tuned 

forward-angled blades for explosive energy 

on the feet. Did we say 'running shoe' out loud? 

Well, yes, these are indeed running shoes, but 

we know you dance more often than you run. 

14,999 / adidas.co.in

Slim is in
WHAM! W1 WIRY

"Get Whammed, get noticed" says the tagline, 

and Wiry will get you noticed. Because no one's 

as slim as Wiry. This 1.3GHz dual core-powered 

JellyBean rocker is 5.8mm thick and comes with 

a 4in Super Amoled nHD touchscreen, a 5MP rear 

and 2MP front camera and an internal storage of 

4GB (expandable). Wiry also sports tech like One 

Glass Screen (OGS) and In-Plane Switching (IPS). 

So Wiry, though skinny, has the works.

 9900 / wham.in
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It’s a very, very MAD world...
MICROMAX CANVAS MAD A94

If you haven’t already heard the brilliantly enticing and 

confusing song by Gary Jules, you should. Never have 

we heard the words “Happy Birthday” incorporated in a 

song so well. But the Mad that we’re harping about is of 

a slightly different genre. The phone sports the usual 

4.5in display, 5MP cam,  1.2 GHz quad core processor 

and an application called MAD. The MAD app lets you 

watch advertisements, and you get paid for doing so! 

Each ad watched earns you one point, which is 

converted to rupees and added to your postpaid  

or prepaid account. Mad, is it not? 

8490 / micromaxinfo.com

H SO T FT U F

Eddy are you okay?
METIS LEARNING EDDY TABLET
If you’re a '90s kid, you would remember Ed, Edd n Eddy. 

No, this tablet won’t teach your toddler to con people 

into giving him/her money for candy (it would be cool 

if it did), but it will teach the little human other things. 

Eddy comes with educator-selected learning content, 

a kid-safe environment and high quality hardware 

catering to learning and development needs. Eddy is 

the only tablet to map school curriculum to over 150 

games for that toddler of yours, or maybe you, or  

some of your friends. Ha, who needs school now?    

9999 / eddytablet.com

Paper time
SEVENFRIDAY

There’s eight models of SevenFriday watches  

to choose from, each boasting a stainless steel case 

with PVD treatment, an animation ring in a motorcycle 

pattern, an interface in gun metal and so on. But that’s 

not the point we’re making. There’s just one place in 

India you can get a SevenFriday watch: Excedo Luxuria 

at Delhi (india@sevenfriday.com). But that’s not  

the point we’re making either. The website offers a 

‘Print and Try’ of the watch for trial. Which is the point 

we’re emphasising. Saves us from having to  

explain these paper watches on our wrists. 

from 85,000 / sevenfriday.com
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Fun on the run
SONY XAV-712BT

The future of automotive technology is here! 

Alright, granted, this Sony system doesn’t 

drive your car for you (like we were promised 

in movies from fifty years ago), or even have 

meaningful conversations with you. But it does 

let you connect a compatible smartphone, and 

mirror your phone’s screen on the device’s 6.1 

or 7in display (depending on which model you 

pick). Now you can watch movies and read  

your texts while you drive! Okay, actually  

don’t do that, it’s kinda dangerous. 

from 27,995 / sony.co.in

Sam is still singing
SAMSUNG GALAXY GRAND 2

Another month gone by and we are still counting 

the number of phones launched by Samsung.  

We have hired a team of five interns specially for 

this purpose and will soon get you the exact  

figure. Meanwhile, Samsung has launched the 

successor to the Grand. The Grand 2 comes with  

a  soft-touch back cover that feels like an even 

fauxer version of faux leather! The rest includes a  

5.25in HD TFT display, 8MP rear camera, 1.2GHz 

quad-core processor and 1.5GB of RAM.  

Reminder: The exact number will be out soon. 

22,999 / samsung.com/in

do t do t at, t s da da ge ous

from 27,995 /sony.co.in

What's the one gadget that converted 

you into a tech geek?

My iPad. I love browsing and reading 

ebooks on it and it has, in the literal 

sense, converted me into a geek. 

What feature do you find lacking the 

most in your phone? 

I own three phones — Vertu Ascent X, 

BlackBerry Porsche Design and iPhone 

5S Gold, and each lacks in something or 

the other. The Vertu doesn’t have the 

most vital application – Whatsapp; the 

BlackBerry doesn’t have a wide range of 

applications; the iPhone doesn’t have 

Bluetooth compatibility. I would love to 

own a phone which is a total package.

 Are you a theatre person or a home-

theatre person?

I like watching movies at the theatre as 

well, but the comfort and fulfillment of a 

movie on a home-theatre setup is just 

completely extraordinary. The Bose 

Home Theater Lifestyle V35 is what I 

have at home and it’s a very enjoyable 

experience with its super surround 

sound and HD quality.

 

What is the one brand that you would 

want to endorse for free?

It has to be BMW; it’s totally a trendy and 

classy brand to be associated with.

 

Is there a gadget that you wish you'd 

invented or want to invent?

I wish to invent a robot who would dance 

to my tunes always.

KASHISH  
SINGH
Keep your eyes peeled for this fresh-
faced beauty, coming up soon in 
Bollywood. She speaks tech...  

MY GADGET LIFE

‘‘I OWN A VERTU ASCENT X, 
A BB PORSCHE DESIGN 
AND AN IPHONE 5S GOLD’’



Stuff says ★★★★
A neat superzoom that has a lot going for it; 
falls a bit short in image quality

If you are thoroughly confused as to what's a 

good camera to buy that is simple to use and 

yet offers adequate megapixel prowess and 

tons of zoom, consider the confusion 

eradicated. Canon's new successor to the 

SX500 is a easy-to-operate superzoom that 

aims to impress. 

Superzoom to your rescue
It does help to have decent zoom in your 

camera when you go to see a sports event or 

are out in the wild shooting an exotic bird 

perched at a distance. This Canon has 30X of it 

in the optical realm and 4X in digital, which 

means you have adequate arsenal to snap up 

things happening far away from you. 

Is it heavy, like a DSLR? 
Not at all. At 316 grams, it is light enough to be 

carried around the entire day. The zoom lens 

does extend out a lot at full 30X, shifting a bit of 

the weight forward, but that is perfectly 

QUICKTEST
Canon PowerShot SX510 HS

 17,995 / canon.co.in

negated by the massive grip area on the right. The 

camera is comfortable to hold and the buttons are 

ergonomically placed for easy access to your thumb 

and index finger. One of the things we would have 

loved in the camera was a pop out LCD screen as it 

would have made shooting with the awesome zoom 

at crazy angles even more fun. 

A shot of awesome!
Canon's new point and shoot crams in a ton of useful 

features. You get 12.1MP sensor along with 30X 

optical zoom. The kicker, however, is the support for 

built-in Wi-Fi, which at this price point is quite 

an amazing inclusion. Meaning now you can 

post the pictures you have shot to your 

Facebook, Twitter and other social media 

accounts online in a snap.

Will my pictures be awesome too?
The 12.2MP sensor does a good job of 

taking crisp shots out in the open. However 

there is a hint of grain as you crack up the 

ISO beyond 400. Picture quality takes a 

huge hit when you shoot at night or in low 

light conditions. We like the weightage 

given to manual controls, using which you 

can salvage your shots to some extent. You 

can even have a lot of fun taking extreme 

close-ups using the Macro or the Fisheye mode. 

Overall the PowerShot SX510 HS is a decent 

camera if you crave for a lot of optical zoom and 

aren't too keen on taking shots in low light. It is 

also priced quite attractively and comes 

bundled with a 4GB SD card. 

H SO T FT U F

Ride it like Tony Stark
GIANT TRINITY ADVANCED SL
You crave supremacy, and you're gearing up for the 

day you can take over the world. For this purpose, 

you've saved up big moolah, and you're building a body 

to rival the strongest in the business. But what's that 

puny little cycle you're exercising on? Here, have a go 

at this Giant ultrabike from Starkenn Sports. It's the 

first to boast an electronic gear component group  

and an Aerodrive-integrated cockpit system.  

It'll dent your reserves by over 10 lacs, but that's  

a small price to pay for supremacy, eh Stark? 

10.89 lac / starkennbikes.com





WTF IS DOLBY VISION??

NON DOLBY

DOLBY

Sound so good, you can see it?

No, actually, it’s nothing to do with sound. 

Which would normally ring alarm bells with 

us, when a company steps out of its box. 

Like car manufacturers making mountain 

bikes. Or a PC company making a phone. 

The results can be… questionable. So we 

approach this new picture technology from 

audiosmiths Dolby with some trepidation.

But those Dolby guys aren’t fools, are they?

Not at all. We’ve been in a Dolby Atmos 

cinema screening and, by ’eck, that super-

surround sound is ear-tinglingly decent.  

And its reckoning behind Vision is sound  

(in the other sense of the word): that while 

the megacorps scrabble to put more pixels 

in their TVs, no-one’s thought to change the 

basic make-up of those pixels. Except the 

lateral-thinking Dolby. One flexing of its 

undeniably huge industry muscles later and 

it’s kicked off a whole new production-to-

consumer process that will lead to Dolby 

Vision programmes on people’s Dolby Vision-

ready 4K TVs. Net result: much greater 

dynamic range and nature-aping colour 

gamut. It’ll be like looking out of a window, 

not watching a TV. It’ll be like all 8.3x106 pixels 

punching you in the pupils. P-p-p-p-pow!

Ow. Sounds painful. 

Maybe, and maybe not. Maybe it’ll be like the 

too-real-for-comfort 48fps Hobbit footage… 

times ten. Or maybe it’ll be a joy. Either way, 

Amazon, Vudu, Netflix and Xbox Video are all 

signed up and Sharp is already off the 

blocks with a Vision-ready TV. Expect to 

see the logo on a tellybox near you, soon.  

Mouse games
TRRIGER T-32 

Playing games on your office PC and 

wondering why you never score well? Maybe 

it's your mouse. Look at it, and then take a long 

hard look at this T-32. The difference is 

obvious, isn't it? The Trriger T-32's features 

include a 3200DPI laser sensor, four speed 

settings and five programmable keys. It's 

rubber-coated for better grip and feel, and 

you'll surely feel like a winner. If nothing else, 

you can always fling it at the monitor.

1500 / homeshop18.com

H SO T FT U FH SO T FT U F

Hit the G spot
GIONEE GPAD-G4
 We know Gionee rhymes with  

Sayonee but that doesn’t mean you start 

singing the stupid song and annoy your 

neighbours. Instead take notice of the 

latest offering by Gionee, the GPad-G4. 

It sports a 5.7in  HD LCD,  1.5 GHz Quad 

Core Processor, 13MP back camera, a 

brilliant 5MP front snapper, 1GB RAM and 

Smart Gesture controls. The GPad-G4 

is available in Graphite Black and Silver 

metallic colours. Allright, allright, you can 

sing the song now. Just dont be too loud. 

18,999 / gionee.co.in
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 FIRST LOOK ALIEN: ISOLATION Xbox One, PS4

DUE
2014
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The lazy, run-of-the-mill 
response to any new Alien game 
is to point out that Alien games 
are always rubbish. And it’s true 
that the xenomorphs haven’t 
been well represented – the 
most exciting bugs in the last 
game, Aliens: Colonial Marines, 
were the occasional amusing 
software glitches. But back in 
1999, there were few computer-
generated experiences more 
terrifying than crawling through 
the dark, lethal corridors of  
Alien vs Predator, and its 2001 
sequel was a masterpiece of 
trouser-ruining terror. The best 

xeno-games stick to the basic  
premise of the original film: a 
claustrophobic, inescapable, 
haunted house where it’s eerily 
quiet and dark until something 
terrible crawls out of the wall and 
bites your lungs off. 

The good news is that Alien: 
Isolation does exactly that. 
There’s only one xenomorph  
in the game (although there  
will be plenty of other threats  
to contend with), and you don’t 
get to hose it with pulse rifle  
fire. It hunts you, using some  
of the most sophisticated AI  
ever developed for an  in-game 

enemy. You can’t predict what it’ll 
do, because it has no set patterns 
to follow. It reacts to what you do, 
and all its terrifying intelligence is 
put towards the eventual goal of 
eating your face. It checks hiding 
places and patrols rooms, and if  
it doesn’t find you, it hides and it 
waits. You can’t fight it. You hide 
under tables and creep down 
corridors, eyes fixed on your 
motion tracker, just as you would 
if you were really on a deserted 
space station being stalked by  
an implacable killing machine. 
Play it with the lights off, and 
something to whimper into.
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CATLATERAL DAMAGE
PC, Mac, Linux, browser / free 
It’s a tough life being a cat: sleep all day, 

get idolised on the internet, eat, go to bed. 

Sometimes you even have to find time to 

knock all your owner’s stuff on the floor 

too. In this first-feline mess-’em-up, 

you’ve got two minutes to cause as much 

Catlateral Damage as possible. Geddit? 

PERMUTATION RACER
PC, Mac / free
Procedurally generated worlds are big 

news at the moment thanks to No Man’s 

Sky (also featured in our cover story), and 

Permutation Racer has one of its very 

own. That means it’s different every time 

you play, which makes up for the fact that 

the gameplay’s pretty basic.

BIOSHOCK INFINITE
PS3 / free
Like Don’t Starve (see above), Bioshock 

Infinite is available for free to PlayStation 

Plus subscribers. It swaps the watery 

depths of Rapture for a city suspended  

in the clouds that perfectly combines the 

recognisable (barbershop quartets) with 

the stuff of fantasy (er, cities in the sky).

RUST
PC / out now

Rust isn’t finished yet. But you can still buy it if 

you want to – and considering it’s a game about 

DIY, that’s kind of apt. It’s a survival MMO that 

combines the solitude of DayZ with Minecraft-

style fort construction. You start with nothing, 

meaning you’ll have to craft items out of rocks 

and wood, hunt, and build yourself shelter. 

There’ll be occasional airdrops but they’ll also 

attract other human players, who will probably 

bop you on the head and half-inch all your gear.

DON’T STARVE
PS4 / out now
Everyone knows Sanjeev Kapoor can turn any 

old rubbish into food. Got a flat cap full of acorns 

and an old ladder? He will have you tucking in like 

it’s a rare sirloin steak. Sadly he doesn’t feature in 

Don’t Starve, so it’s up to you to feed yourself, 

although that’s by no means your only concern. 

Avoid beasts, monsters and frogs to survive for 

as long as you can – and you’d better hope you’ve 

gathered enough stuff to build a fire by nightfall 

or your future will look as bright as a black hole.

THIS MONTH
● METAL GEAR SOLID V: GROUND ZEROES
● TITANFALL
● DARK SOULS II
APRIL
● THE ELDER SCROLLS ONLINE
MAY
● FINAL FANTASY XIV: A REALM REBORN
SEPTEMBER
● DESTINY

WHAT WE’VE BEEN PLAYING… FOR FREE

2-UP RAY-MEARS-’EM-UPS



JBL VOYAGER
1

THE BESTTHE BEST

NEWNEWNEW
TECHTECHTECH
OF
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Few loudspeaker brands can claim to being the original 
suppliers of sound to the vast majority of the planet, 
but JBL is part of that distinguished crop. If you didn’t 
spend too much time getting a tan at Sunburn, you 
would’ve seen a bunch of JBLs lounging about on side 
tables, bars and sometimes bathrooms. After making 
something for everyone, with the Voyager, JBL has 
made everything for everyone possible. The 
detachable centre of the device is actually a portable 
Bluetooth speaker that can last up to five hours in the 
right environment. When it’s out of juice, you can stick 
it back in its place to add some extra bass power thanks 
to the subwoofer built into the main unit. That’s a fancy 
idea that works, like few others. 

Abduction of the portable speaker
● 

indiajbl .com

Whether it’s a form-changing speaker or a reality-altering head-

piece, new technology never ceases to impress our teched-out 

team. Hence, this is our nod to the best kit you may see in 2014
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Exclusively Distributed & Marketed by: 

Good Marketing & Sales (P) Ltd.

A9
Jaw-dropping 
beautiful sound

Experience this premium wireless music system in your 
nearest Apple Reseller Stores or exclusively at www.gms.in

B&O PLAY by BANG & OLUFSEN
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DRIVECLUB
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Racing games can usually be filed under 
one of two categories: so realistic you 
have to take driving lessons to play them, 

or so false, you might as well be hooning across 
the surface of the moon. Evolution Studios’ 
PS4 exclusive Driveclub is somewhere  
in between: equal parts Project Gotham Racing 
and Gran Turismo, but also with the physical 
feel of the studio’s MotorStorm games. “We’re 
trying to create a social racer,” says Paul ‘Rushy’ 
Rustchynsky, Driveclub’s game director. “If you 
never want to connect your PS4 to the internet, 
you can play through a full single-player 
experience and unlock cars and tracks, but  
the best way to play is as part of a club.” Clubs 
operate in a similar way to crews in GTA Online. 
Every drift, overtake or race win earns you 
Fame points, which help both you and your club 
to progress swiftly through the game. It’s this 

community aspect that led to the decision to 
make a companion app for iOS and Android.

There’s also a special free-to-play version 
for PlayStation Plus members, which includes 
the full game minus the whole quota of cars 
and tracks (which can be bought individually  
or by upgrading to the paid-for version of the 
game). “A key part of any social experience, be 
it Facebook, Twitter or game, is that you have as 
wide an audience as possible,” explains Rushy. 
“Hopefully, hardcore racing fans will pick up the 
full version of the game, while anyone on the 
fence can try it on the PS Plus and join a club.” 
It’s a brave move for a high-profile, first-party 
game intended to be a launch title, but Paul 
hopes it will pay off. “The industry is looking  
to bring their games to as many people as 
possible, so developers should experiment with 
how they do this, and others will follow suit.”

WRC: WORLD RALLY 
CHAMPIONSHIP
The first rally game to be 
licensed by the FIA for the 
PS2 was a fine debut.

MOTORSTORM
An explosive launch title 
for the PS3, MotorStorm 
was like go-karting 
reimagined by Ken Block.

MOTORSTORM: RC
A miniaturised, download-
only version that could be 
played across both the 
PS3 and the Vita. 

 The car game with a  
social-media addiction

● 
uk.playstation.com/driveclub
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B&O PLAY by BANG & OLUFSEN

Exclusive Distributor & Marketer

Corporate enquires: sales@gms.in
Shop online: www.gms.in

H6
BeoPlay H6 combines style, craftsmanship 

and fi rst grade sound quality in an 
over-ear headphone that looks 

and sounds amazing

 H3
BeoPlay H3 delivers great sound in a small, elegant 

package, and represents the very best in musical 

mobility and comfort.

New headphone
collection
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DYSON  
CINETIC
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Not many people can claim to have 

reinvented the wheel, but the UK’s 

sucker-in-chief Sir James Dyson 

probably comes closest. Long before he 

de-bagged the vacuum cleaner, Jimmy D 

replaced the troublesome wheel on his 

garden barrow with a ball, freeing it  

from the mud and punctures that had 

hindered it for so long. Ten years and  

5000 prototypes later his first working 

vacuum was ready, although it wasn’t until 

1993 that a full production version was 

ready to go. Since then Dyson has been 

responsible for innovations that have 

become the envy of the engineering 

world (as evidenced by the number of 

patent infringements the company’s had 

to fight), including the Cyclone, its digital 

motor and clever steering mechanisms. 

Its latest comes in the form of the Cinetic 

(pictured), which uses smaller, flexible 

Cyclones that don’t clog, meaning no  

loss of suction. Ever. These days Dyson 

doesn’t just clean your carpets; it dries 

your hands, cools (or warms) your house, 

grooms your dog and, if rumours are to  

be believed, will soon introduce its very 

own robot vacuum. Perhaps it’ll even  

take Rover for a walk while it’s at it.

 The best company 
that will always suck

● 
dyson.co.uk
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OPPO N1
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The best unknown phone
● 

en.oppo.com

You’re probably wondering 
why we’re waxing lyrical about 

the Oppo N1 in this issue (see First 
Test on p62). The reason is simple 

enough - if there’s something that is 
worthy of attention, we’ll climb to the 

rooftop on its behalf and lend a lung. 
Its rotating 13MP camera puts an end 
to blurry selfies and even when facing 

the right direction, it claims to have the 
chops with the world’s only Android 
phone with six physical lenses. Coupled 
with the Pure Image software and a 

remote clicker, it makes for a satisfying 
experience. There’s even a trackpad on 

the back panel to help in scrolling and sliding 
without smudging the 5.9in Full HD screen.  

Stacked with innovation but riddled with 
anonymity, the N1 is the new king of the 
baggy pant pockets!
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TOP 5 USES FOR A RASPBERRY PI

RASPBERRY PI
5

BEST OF NEW TECH
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1 MAKE A MEDIA 
STREAMER

One of the simplest 
things you can do with  
a Raspberry Pi is turn it 
into a media streamer. It’s 
perfect for the job, thanks 
to its size, quiet running 
and low power needs. 
Install the Pi version of 
XBMC on to your SD card, 
hook it up to your TV and 
you can stream at 1080p.

2 SEND IT TO SPACE
You don’t need  

a NASA-style mission 
control to reach space 
any more – just tie a 
Raspberry Pi to a balloon 
and hook it up to a 
webcam to snap shots  
of the earth from 40km 
up. That’s what Dave 
Akerman did – and you 
can read all about it on his 
blog (daveakerman.com).

3 VOICE CONTROL 
YOUR HOUSE

Siri on your phone might 
be pretty limited, but 
teamed with SiriProxy 
and a Raspberry Pi it can 
be made to control parts 
of your home. With some 
not-insignificant hacking, 
Pi owners have managed 
to operate a motorised 
garage door using a 
combination of the two.

4 BUILD A 
SUPERCOMPUTER

A University of 
Southampton team 
(including a professor’s 
six-year-old son) recently 
combined 64 Raspberry 
Pis, each with a 16GB SD 
card for storage, to create 
a (relatively) low-cost 
supercomputer. Our 
favourite bit? It’s all 
housed in Lego blocks. 

5 BREW YOUR  
OWN BEER

Considering how careless 
drinking beer makes you, 
brewing it is an incredibly 
exact process, requiring 
carefully maintained 
temperatures. BrewPi 
uses sensors and an 
Arduino to automatically 
keep your brewery  
(aka the fridge) at the 
optimum temperature.

At just 3200 for the Model B, you’ve 
probably bought denims that cost 
more than a Raspberry Pi. If you 

haven’t, then that’ll be the reason nobody 
will go to the pub with you. Anyway, while 
it might look like an old circuit board, the 
Raspberry Pi is actually a versatile and 
fairly powerful computer capable of, well, 
just have a look below.

The 3200 computer
● 

raspberrypi .org
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It’s a little-known fact that 
73.6% of stats are made up.  
But what of the remaining 

26.4%? A good chunk of them are 
being churned out by Opta Sports 
– the world-conquering Lionel 
Messi of sports data and analysis. 
Opta collects facts and figures  
on everything from cricket to 
handball, but it’s best known for  
its exhaustive football analysis.  
Its data is used all over the place: 
by broadcasters and newspapers 
to create heatmaps and 
infographics; in live apps such as 
FourFourTwo’s Stats Zone and TV 
videprinters; for those irritating 
half-time betting ads; by Opta’s 
faceless, Twitter-based 
figurehead OptaJoe, to be 
retweeted into oblivion and used 
as pub ammunition by football 
fans hoping to pass it off as their 

own; and by football clubs across 
the globe, including the 2013 
Champions League winners, 
Bayern Munich. “There’s a lot of 
good analytical work going on 
within the top clubs now,” says 
Simon Banoub, Opta’s director of 
marketing. “They index our data 
with video and use our software 
to say: ‘I want to see all of Stewart 
Downing’s left-wing crosses in the 
past 20 games’ and in seconds it’ll 
create a playlist of them so they 
can study their next opponents.” 

Opta’s data is also used for 
Moneyball-style recruitment, 
saving scouts those long drives  
up and down the M1 and beyond. 
“It’s a global market now,” says 
Banoub, “so clubs don’t 
necessarily have the time or 
money to go and look at players 
– our data gives them a shortcut 

to a shortlist.” And it’s not just the 
clubs that are getting smarter: 
“Before Italia ’90 nobody had 
heard of Cyrille Makanaky, but 
that doesn’t really happen 
anymore. We think this will be the 
first World Cup where fans will be 
incredibly knowledgeable and 
data savvy, and analyse games 
themselves, like desktop Gary 
Nevilles.” So can Opta put all this 
data to good use and tell us who’s 
going to win in Brazil? “We have  
a couple of stats geniuses and 
they’ve worked out England’s 
chances of getting out of their 
group,” reveals Banoub. “They’ve 
done it for every team, right 
through to their chances of 
winning the thing. I think England 
will get knocked out in the second 
round – but you don’t need to be  
a genius to work that out!”
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OPTA 
SPORTS 

6

Providing your pub 
ammunition since 1996

● 
optasports.com
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For every match we have three 

people using bespoke software, 

which overlays a video feed on  

a pitch graphic: one person 

watches the home team, another 

does the away team and the third 

is essentially a data checker. 

Using a combination of hotkeys 

and mouse clicks they track 

who’s on the ball and what 

happens to it. Let’s say Wayne 

Rooney picks it up on the halfway 

line and passes it out wide to 

Antonio Valencia, they’ll click 

where Rooney is on the pitch 

when he plays it and again where 

Valencia receives it. The software 

records an X/Y coordinate and 

time stamp of the pass. If the 

home team analyst records a free 

kick that gets smacked into the 

wall, for example, and the away 

team analyst doesn’t see who 

blocked it, it’ll be flagged and the 

third guy will rewind the video and 

allocate that block to the correct 

player. We’ll do that for every 

game in the Premier League, the 

Championship, Bundesliga 1 and 2, 

French Ligue 1 and 2, Serie A,  

MLS, A-League, loads and loads. 

We can also do retrospective  

stuff, but we analyse it in exactly 

the same way so the data sets 

are comparable over time. For 

example, we do the Women’s 

Super League, but they just  

send us DVDs rather than getting 

us live pictures, and we’ve 

analysed all of the World Cup 

games that have been filmed in 

full since 1966, so we can compare 

Pele to Maradona to Messi. 

Everyone in all of our data-

collection centres is trained to 

have the same definition of a 

tackle, a duel, the difference 

between a chipped pass and a 

launched pass, all that kind of 

stuff. The consistency is very, 

very important. Only five people 

out of every hundred that apply 

end up actually analysing live 

games. They say the two key 

skills are being very good at 

videogames and knowing loads 

about football. I think that’s  

why we tend to get a lot of 

students who are successful... 

17,615 
Fallen wickets recorded by 

Opta’s cricket analysts 
in the past 12 months. 

Owzat!

6656 
Number of rugby union 

tries recorded in the 
past 12 months.  

Scrumptious.

1.5m 
Number of data files 

handled by Opta’s 
software on a busy 
match day. Crunch.

1800 
Average number of 
individual actions 

collected from every 
football match. 

Busy.

35,000 
Number of football matches 

analysed every year. 
Annualysis.

758,133 
Total number of Twitter 

followers across 17 official 
Opta accounts.  

Social.

SIMON BANOUB 
Director of marketing
Opta Sports

HOW TO... WATCH FOOTBALL THE OPTA WAY 

OPTA SPORTS 
BY NUMBERS

BEST OF NEW TECH
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LG LIFE 
BAND
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More fitness accessories were launched at this year’s 
CES than the calories consumed by geeks. Not quite, 
but you get the point we are trying to make. So what 
makes LG’s attempt stand out, you ask? To begin with, 
it’s actually a two-piece accessory that is best used 
with the Heart Rate Monitor-equipped earphones, 
making it more accomplished than its peers. The OLED 
touch and swipe screen cycles through various 
displays, including music controls, phone updates and 
of course, how you’re burning up that seven course 
luncheon. Its 3-axis accelerometer and altimeter give a 
more accurate readout of your tall accomplishments. 
But more than anything else, we just like it for its looks.

The gateway to fitness
● 

lg .com/in

BEST OF NEW TECH
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NO MAN’S SKY
9

58 / StuffIndia / March 2014

A game about science-fiction
● 

hellogames.org



SINGLE-PLAYER CAMPAIGNS

BEST OF NEW TECH
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Considering there’s still about 96% of our 
universe that we know nothing about, it 
could be considered a little premature for 

Hello Games to make an entirely new one. But 
that’s why No Man’s Sky is so exciting: “We 
want to give the player that feeling of being  
the first person to discover something new,” 
says Sean Murray, Hello Games’ founder and 
one part of the game’s development quartet. 
Given that the game has an infinite number of 
procedurally generated planets, each with its 
own unique ecosystem, a sense of virgin 
exploration should be inevitable. “Most people 
think procedurally generated means random 
and when we first started to make the game 
that’s exactly what we were doing,” explains 
Murray. “But it turns out that’s a terrible idea. It 
results in too many planets that have the same 
colour sky and ground and it’s totally 
unplayable.” Instead Hello Games have 
essentially written their own set of rules that 
the universe must abide by. Rules that dictate 
the colour of the sky or the water based on 
how light hits it, what the terrain’s like or what 
kind of foliage should grow. “We call them 
procedures,” says Murray. “The computer 
layers them one on top of another until you get 
something really quite complex. It happens in 
real time, so without wanting to get too 
philosophical about it a planet doesn’t really 
exist until someone visits it.” 

And visit you will. When you start the game 
you’ll be plonked on a planet somewhere on  
the edge of a galaxy. If you want, you can set  
up camp there and never leave, exploring the 
land, sea and caves, but you’ll be rewarded  
with things such as the ability to upgrade your 
ship by looking further afield. You can even 
share information about what you find with 
other players by adding it to a galaxy map. 
“There’s a real working universe and you’re  
just a very small part of it, but it’s up to you  
to make your own story,” says Murray. “As  
you go further into the reaches of the universe 
you might be forced to engage in combat in 
space and on the ground; you don’t know  

which planets will be friendly or you might  
not necessarily be top of the food chain. We’re 
not trying to make Halo, but you will 
sometimes have to fight to survive.” 

While No Man’s Sky is no MMO, every player 
will explore and interact with exactly the same 
universe. That means you’ll explore alone, but 
you’ll never feel alone within it – and what you 
do within the game can affect the experience 
for others. “Say you land on a planet and shoot 
a bird,” says Murray. “The next time you visit its 
carcass won’t still be on the ground. But if you 
visit a planet and wipe out all of the birds on it 
then you’ve significantly altered that planet and 
it’ll be like that for everyone that visits.” For a 
team of four people No Man’s Sky is a game of 
staggering ambition, but with every player 
starting in the same galaxy, is there not a risk 
that latecomers will have nothing new to 
discover? “When you look upwards in No Man’s 
Sky you’ll see stars everywhere,” explains 
Murray. “Those aren’t part of a painted-on 
skybox; they’re real. You can 
visit them and explore the 
planets that surround them. 
Yes, everyone will start in 
the same galaxy, but there’s 
way more to the universe 
than just that one. To 
question the size means 
you haven’t grasped the full 
scale of the universe.” 

Understandably Murray 
and his team don’t want to 
reveal too much about No 
Man’s Sky. After all, what’s 
the point in a game of 
exploration if you reveal 
everything about it? What 
we do know is that it’s a 
game that only seemed 
possible to the team after 
the announcement of the 
Xbox One and PS4, although 
they don’t yet know which 
platforms it’ll be available on. 

“A lot of indie games haven’t really pushed 
consoles to their limits, but extra horsepower 
makes a huge difference for us. It changes how 
the world looks and how the AI works; it’s more 
than just small graphical details,” says Murray, 
before revealing that the trailer was recorded 
half on a PC and half on a next-gen console, 
although he wouldn’t reveal which one.

We also still don’t know how the upgrade 
system will work and while Murray says there’s 
no multiplayer lobby, you will interact with 
other human players: “Think about Journey  
or Dark Souls. I never felt like anyone was 
impacting on my game in any major way, but  
I knew I wasn’t alone in there and that made it  
a lot more enjoyable.” There’s also no release 
date, although the team is aiming for 2014, 
mainly because the game’s been included in so 
many ‘most anticipated games of 2014’ lists. 
Much like our universe, there are still questions 
surrounding No Man’s Sky, then, but we’d call 
that a mission accomplished.

MIKE BITHELL
Developed in his spare time, Bithell’s Thomas 
Was Alone is a geometric platformer with 
surprising heart. Danny Wallace’s voiceover 
won it a BAFTA, presumably for smugness.

SI READ
The man behind thousands of lost hours trying 
to impress your virtual girlfriend with your bling 
lifestyle, Si Read’s New Star Soccer is mobile 
gaming’s surprise hit of the past few years.

THE TINIEST SHARK
...is Mitu Khandaker – and what she lacks in 
teeth and gills, she makes up for with Redshirt, 
a satire of our obsession with social networks 
set on a Star Trek-esque space station.

Think a game production team of four sounds like a skeleton crew?  
These lone wolves make games on their own



Get smart and flexible 
accessories for modern life

GorillaTorch 100
Cast a bright beam 
of light with this cool 
flashlight with flexible 
legs and magnetic feet.

GorillaTorch Flare 125
This flexible flashlight  
features flashing white  
light, plus still or  
flashing red light.

GripTight Mount
Use this super-compact 
and foldable mount with 
most smartphones  
and tripods.

GripTight Micro Stand
Here is a rock-solid 
smartphone stand that  
is pocket-sized, sleek  
and durable.  

GripTight GorillaPod Stand
Take smartphone photos  
from lots of angles with this 
flexible, all-terrain stand. 

Exclusively Distributed & Marketed by: 
Good Marketing & Sales (P) Ltd.

www.gms.in
For Corporate enquires:
sales@gms.in
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If there was one thing we wish we’d 
smuggled out of Las Vegas, it was the 
newest prototype of Oculus’ virtual 

reality headset. It is a mind-bendingly 
awesome bit of kit, with several significant 
upgrades. The first is ‘low persistence’, 
which all but eliminates judder and blur by 
switching its new 1080p OLED screen on 
and off at high speed. But the more 
fundamental change is the inclusion of 
some new hardware that measures not 
only the orientation of your head but how 
it’s moving in 3D space. This uses an array 

of LEDs dotted over the headset and a 
modified USB webcam to track them, and 
the resulting experience is astonishingly 
immersive. It can work with PCs, consoles, 
Steam boxes – even a smartphone if it has 
HDMI and USB. You can head to their 
website now and pre-order a development 
kit for US$300. Then while you wait for it 
to arrive, head to conditionone.com and 
blast your senses with a brand new 
interactive trailer made to give you a feel of 
what it’s like to wear this headset. Off you 
go then!

There aren’t many chunks of hi-fi that you can 

measure in horsepower, but Naim doesn’t  

mess about when it comes to sound. Together, 

Naim’s new NAC S1 pre-amp and pair of NAP S1 

mono power amplifiers are known as the 

Statement – and with 746 watts of power  

(the electrical equivalent of one horse) in each 

NAP S1 and a total asking price of well over 1 

crore, that’s exactly what it makes. Inside the 

monolithic slabs, you’ll find the kind of bonkers 

engineering that only comes with high-end 

hi-fi: diamond-based paste for improved heat 

conduction, and various internal suspension 

systems to minimise vibration, while that 

Vader-esque finish is achieved by submerging 

the metal parts in an electrolyte fluid mixed 

with black ink and passing an electrical current 

through it. There’s no matching CD player or 

turntable to go with it, but with 40 years of 

experience in making reference-level CD 

players and streamers (see below), the rest of 

what Naim has to offer is equally mindblowing.

CDS3/XPS2
Despite being a decade 

old, Naim’s two-part CD 

player is still held up as  

one of the world’s best.

NAC-N 172 XS
A preamplifier that is also 

an excellent streamer. If 

you’re more FLAC than 

MP3, this is for you.

UNITIQUTE 2
Terrible name, excellent 

all-in-one streamer 

complete with radio. Just 

add speakers.

Hi-fi with more power 
than a horse
 ● naimaudio.com

Making getting lost get lost
● 

citymapper.com

OCULUS RIFT 
CRYSTAL COVE
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FIRST TEST OPPO N1

DIAMOND IN 
THE ROUGH
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39,999 / oppomobile.in

Two days 
with  the N1

Good

Meh

Evil

       1min           6mins                 19mins        22mins                        60mins                                4hrs              6hrs            12hrs                                                                               

1 It’s massive Yes, it is in fact one of 
those darn phablets. With a 5.9in 
display, this phone is way too large 
to fit comfortably in one hand, and 
there’s always the fear that when 
you’re lying down and texting, 
you’re going to accidentally drop it 
on your face. Still, it’s built rather 
well and feels great to hold. 
Unfortunately, it’s only available in 
white, a.k.a. grime magnet.

2 Super screen Pixel density isn’t 
quite as much as the 5in bunch, 
but at 373ppi, the full HD screen is 
still brilliant. It’s vibrant, sharp, 
bright and readable enough under 
any ambient conditions. The size 
makes a huge difference when 
watching video too, especially 
HD-quality prints. If you need a 
phablet for watching stuff, this 
should be on your shortlist. 

3 Choose your OS That’s right. The 
N1 actually gives you the ability to 
pick your own OS-based user 
interface. It comes pre-installed 
with Oppo’s Color OS (based on 
Android 4.2), but you can choose to 
switch to the official CyanogenMod 
interface (based on Android 4.3). 
Color OS isn’t bad at all, but an 
official switch to awesome 
CyanogenMod is very tempting.

We’re just going to go ahead 
and say something incredibly 
hipster: We knew about 
Oppo long before they 
launched the N1 here in India. 
This obscure Chinese outfit 
has been in the hi-fi industry 
for a while now, making 
some of the best Blu-ray 
players we’ve placed our 
hands on. So forgive us for 
being so excited to see them 
get into the smartphone 
business, but this truly is big 
news. Why? Because Oppo 
has a reputation for trying 
new things when developing 
products, and the N1 is 
exactly that: A lot of fancy 
innovation packed into one 
giant scorcher.
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Just what is Oppo anyway? This little-known phone 
maker is certainly no slouch, as we see with the N1
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                             24hrs           25hrs                   32hrs              36hrs                48hrs

The Fancy Stuff

Tech specs

T E ST

■ O-Click
This tiny circular remote 
can be attached to your 
keyring and used to take 
pictures remotely, or to 
page the phone when you 
can’t find it. Works 
perfectly on Color, quite 
sketchy on Cyanogen.

■ Gesture Controls
A double-tap on the 
screen when asleep will 
wake the phone, and 
drawing a circle or ‘V’ will 
trigger the camera or torch. 
You can also program your 
own gestures (but only  
on Color OS).

■ CyanogenMod
Everyone’s favourite 
custom ROM for Android 
is officially available for 
the N1 through Oppo’s 
forums, so you won’t 
need to root your phone 
and void your warranty if 
you choose to switch.

■ O-Touch
A rather discreet touch- 
sensitive pad on the back 
of the phone lets you 
scroll or swipe around. It’s 
not perfect and isn’t as 
sensitive as it should be, 
but it usually gets the 
movements right.

Contrary to what you might believe, not all good 

phones have to come from big phone makers 

like Samsung, HTC, Nokia, Sony and LG. 

Sometimes, adventurous companies like Oppo 

try something different and succeed in a big way, and the 

N1 is one such success story. It’s a beautifully designed 

phone that puts more choice and customisability in the 

hands of the user, and that is worth our five stars.

ali@haymarketsac.com

The Oppo N1 has some fancy tricks up its sleeves, and 
they’re surprisingly useful...

OS Android 4.2 (Color OS)/Android 4.3 (CyanogenMod)

Screen 5.9in IPS LCD, 1920x1080, 373ppi

Processor Quad-core Snapdragon 600 @ 1.7GHz

RAM 2GB Storage 16GB (9GB user-available)

Camera 13MP on rotating module, dual-LED flash

Connectivity 3G, Wi-Fi, Bluetooth, NFC, USB

Battery 3610mAh Size 171x83x9mm, 213g

STUFF SAYS ★★★★★
Oppo N1 is a beautiful and sincere 
smartphone that works for you, 
instead of the other way round

4 Power and performance It’s a bit 
surprising that the phone didn’t 
come with a top-of-the-line 
Snapdragon 800 chipset, but the 
older 600 (also present on the HTC 
One and One Max) is a capable SoC 
in its own right. Performance is 
good even on Colors, but the 
optimised CyanogenMod really 
brings the best out of the hardware, 
putting it at par with the biggies.

5 Rotating camera The standout 
feature has to be the spinning 
camera module. Just flip it around 
and you can have the 13MP camera 
facing the front, which is perfect for 
selfies and video calls, seeing as 
you don’t need a smaller front 
secondary cam. Imaging capability 
itself isn’t too great, with some 
stability, sharpness and focus 
issues being fairly apparent.
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Powerful 1700mAh protective battery case made for iPhone 5s / 5. Get up to 100% extra 
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Made for iPhone 5s / 5
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The Oppo N1 has proven that not all great 
phones have to come from the usual suspects

The Ascend Mate was among the 

first true phablets in the 6in 

screen range (we don’t consider 

the Galaxy Tab 7 a phablet, that’s 

just a tablet that some strange 

folks insist on using as a phone), 

and we found it pleasant enough 

back then, apart from the 

ridiculous size, of course. Now it’s 

a senior citizen with great 

grandkids, in smartphone terms, 

and Huawei’s homemade 

processors are nowhere near as 

good as Qualcomm’s superb 

Snapdragon chipsets. Plus, it’s far 

too big to have just a 720p screen. 

The lack of definition is clearly 

visible when you’re down to a 

241ppi count.

Huawei is surprisingly the 

number three smartphone 

manufacturer in the world, behind 

Samsung and Apple. A majority of 

its sales naturally come out of its 

home market of China, but now 

that it’s gradually spreading to 

other key markets, including India, 

Europe and the United States, 

expect more from this brand.

We’ve been hearing from Gionee 

for a while now, but it’s always 

been something budget-friendly, 

using dual-core MediaTek 

processors and packing 480x800 

pixel screens and a version of 

Android that’s two generations too 

old. When we heard that it had 

finally gone high-end, we were 

pleasantly surprised. On paper, 

the Gionee Elife E7 is quite the 

device, with its 5.5in Full HD 

display at 401ppi being the first 

surprising feature.

It’s got other surprises in store 

too, like a good set of cameras – a 

16MP shooter on the back and an 

8MP on the front. Just like the 

Oppo, it’s great for selfies. 

Finally, it packs in the excellent 

2.2GHz Qualcomm Snapdragon 

800 chipset, one we consider to 

be the best in the world at the 

moment. It won us over on the LG 

G2, Sony Xperia Z Ultra and Z1, and 

more recently showed what it was 

truly capable of with the excellent 

Google Nexus 5. On this Gionee, 

we expect it to be more of the 

same performance brilliance.

Oppo, like Huawei, Gionee and Lenovo above, is from China. But it isn’t your typical 
Chinese budget-specialist like some of the other manufacturers. Oppo made its name as 
a manufacturer of some of the best universal Blu-ray disc players, and its philosophy is 
more about innovation, understanding what the customer wants and then tailoring the 
product experience around that. And it’s for this reason that I’m a huge fan.

Just who are 
these Oppo guys 

anyway?
Ali Pardiwala 

ali@haymarketsac.com 

ALTERNA-PHONES 
THAT SHINE BRIGHT

FIRST TEST EXTRA NON-TRADITIONAL OPTIONS
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24,900 / huaweidevice.co.in

26,999 / gionee.co.in

Huawei Ascend Mate 

The Lenovo Vibe X that we 

reviewed last month was so-so, 

thanks primarily to its average 

MediaTek chipset that caused 

some disappointment in the 

performance department. But 

Lenovo has obviously learned 

from its mistakes – see what it’s 

come up with now. The Vibe Z is 

the true full-fat flagship that the 

Vibe X couldn’t be, thanks to its 

use of the 2.2GHz Qualcomm 

Snapdragon 800 chipset that’s on 

the Gionee Elife E7 to the left.

It’s also got a bunch of new 

smart features that make it a bit 

easier to use with one hand (or no 

hands at all), despite its large size. 

The 5.5in display promises to be 

excellent in all of its full HD glory, 

and Android 4.3 should help the 

device function better than its 

predecessor, despite being 

outfitted with the heavily bloated 

Lenovo Smart UI.

Pricing isn’t quite as competitive 

as the Gionee E7, or for that 

matter even the Nexus 5. But with 

the Vibe Z, Lenovo is making it 

clear that, like Oppo, it considers 

itself in a premium category. We’ll 

have a review next month.

35,999 / lenovo.com/inLenovo Vibe Z 

Gionee Elife E7 

T E ST



FIRST TEST LENOVO YOGA 10

LENOVASANA!

1 DESIGN  

Lean 
With the battery neatly tucked in 
the cylinder, the tablet might be 
heavier than the iPad Air, but still 
feels nice to hold. The kickstand 
on the side of the device lets you 
easily place the Yoga on your desk 
to shoot off a quick email or to 
watch HD videos. 

2 Display 

Chink in the armor?  
While the 10.1in 1280x800 display  
does a decent job with HD videos and 
gaming, what this tablet really needs is 
a full HD display. You will crave for it 
while surfing web pages or reading 
your favourite content online. The 
178-degree viewing angle lets your 
partner cash in on the fun.

from 28,999 / thedostore.com

Lenovo taps into yogic powers and comes up 
with a tablet that we almost fall in love with 
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A day with  
the Yoga 10

Good

Meh

Evil

    1min       5mins    10mins                    1 hours          2 hours                     4hours                           7 hours            9 hours             11 hours                                               

No, it’s not a yoga instructor, 
and no, it won’t guide you 
through body-bending 
workouts either. The Lenovo 
Yoga is a finely designed 
10.1in tablet that aims to 
please, and for the most 
part, it does. Like the battery 
that is neatly encased in 
the cylinder, which you can 
hold while reading. Or the 
stand that can be used while 
watching movies or surfing 
the web. Lenovo has done 
a great job of keeping the 
tablet slim and light, like a 
yoga master. However, the 
most striking feature of this 
tablet is its overall battery 
life – 18 hours. We were able 
to squeeze out more than 16 
hours quite easily, despite 
watching HD content and 
playing games.
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1

3

2

3 Sound good?  

Dolby to the rescue 
An immersive experience on a tablet is 
only complete when it scores on the sonics 
too, and the Yoga has this department 
covered pretty well. The front-facing 
speakers are good for watching movies or 
listening to music. If you want better, 
tweak it with the Dolby Digital Plus 
enhancement app, which offers a simple 
intuitive interface to get the job done.

Not really, but it comes 
close. One of the key 
things to note about 
the Lenovo Yoga is 
that it does well as a 
robust media device. 
Most of the credit for 
this goes to its brilliant 
battery life and Dolby 
audio. A full HD screen 
is the only bit missing, 
something that would 
have complemented the 
device perfectly. If you 
put that one chink aside, 
it is also well priced. That 
the Yoga 10 sells at under 

30,000, which includes 
bundled goodies worth 

4000, makes it surely 
worth considering. 

The fact that it even 
sports a SIM card slot 
adds a cherry to the icing. 
Storage isn’t restricted  
at 16GB – if you want to 
increase that, all you 
need to do is plonk in a 
MicroSD card, depending 
on how much storage  
you need. Bear in mind 
though, the slot that 
takes in the MicroSD card 
is a bit tricky to use – it is 
lengthier than the card 
itself, due to which 
retrieving it could take 
long nails and a lot of 
effort. We say use the 
dummy card provided in 
the package to get the 
job done!

STUFF SAYS ★★★★✩
Fantastic battery life, beautifully built, 
works great. But Yoga 10 badly needs 
a full HD screen

There is a M
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                          18 hours          20 hours     21 hours      23 hours           24 hours

YOGA : DOES IT SCORE 10 ON 10?

Tech specs

The Yoga 10 is certainly an effort in the right 

direction by Lenovo. This 10.1in tablet has a lot 

going for it (build quality, design, SIM-ready, 

Dolby support). Then there is the amazing 

battery life that could serve well during a long flight. 

However, its barebone HD display means that your 

iPad-totting friend will score way better than you in a 

display debate. Having said that, this tablet still is a solid 

effort by Lenovo. yatish@haymarketsac.com 

OS Android 4.2

Screen 10.1in, 1200x800

Processor MT8125/8389 Quad Core 1.2GHz 

Storage 16GB (expandable via Micro SD) 

Camera 5MP (rear); 1.6MP, HD (front)  

Dimensions 261.6x180.3x2.5mm, 589.6g 

T E ST
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FIRST TEST KAWASAKI Z1000

SAVAGERY
OF SPEED 

Price: 12,50,000 (ex-showroom, 
Pune & Delhi) / kawasaki-india.com

Four big days 
with the Z1000

Good

Meh

Evil

    1mins          30mins           60mins             4hrs           16hrs                                   34hrs            48hrs                                                                               
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3. Complete control

On-board ABS ensures your ride 
doesn't end with a faceplant. The 
upright 'streetfighter' style riding 
position only puts more control in 
your hands when aggressively 
maneuvring through traffic, or 
more specifically in our case, 
potholes. At no point does the 
Z1000 feel unmanageable, despite 
the whopping 140bhp of power.

2. Speeding through time

The 1043cc liquid-cooled in-line 
four combined with the upgraded 
exhaust makes one helluva noise. 
With the flick of a wrist, you're 
propelled to a 100kmph in a hair 
over three seconds. Short gears 
ensure an immediate response 
while the perfectly tuned engine 
takes you from idle to redline in an 
absolutely linear way. 

1. Sitting on it

The exterior screams sinister but 
the intricately textured 'Z' motif 
seat is a great place to be. The 
compact passenger pad is so well 
integrated with the body, it comes 
across as a solo seat bike. Hop on, 
and you immediately become one 
with the machine, seated just right 
to perform some aggressive 
maneuvres with confidence. 

The Z1000 is the 
embodiment of the Japanese 
word Sugomi - someone or 
something possessing 
Sugomi inspires awe, leaves 
an indelible impression, is 
imposing in stature or ability 
and commands respect – 
well, according to Kawasaki. 
It’s certainly an astonishing 
thing. Resembling a predator 
that's about to strike, it 
achieves the road presence 
of a cheetah roaming the city 
streets, minus all the terror 
and bloodshed, of course. A 
beautifully styled exhaust 
gives it the growl to go with 
the looks and sets the tone 
for the lunacy that follows. 
Let’s give it a ride… 
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Kawasaki studied hunting predators before 
creating the Z1000. So how scary is it, really?  



                             60hrs                          72hrs              80hrs                96hrs

Now add these 

Tech specs
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■ GoPro Hero3+  
Black Edition

37,850 / gopro.com
Some truly epic rides are a 
waste if not recorded in all 
their glory. Try the Black 
Edition for up to 4K videos 
or 12MP stills. 

■ Joe Rocket 
Super Moto 2.0 

5000 / joerocket.com
Joe Rocket's Super  
Moto evolution continues 
with the Moto 2.0. The 
injection-molded split-
knuckle design offers 
added dexterity. 

■ Sidi ST AIR 
26,000 / sidisport.com

These race specification 
boots look amazing  
while offering the right 
combination of comfort  
fit and all the protection  
you need.

■ Arai Axces II 
Frost Black 

40,000 / araihelmet.com
With its new front and  
rear ducts, the Axces II 
offers a much improved 
ventilation system. 
Trademark Arai security 
and fit come with it. 

The Z1000 sets the bar high with its radical 

styling and supreme performance. The 

astonishing kick of acceleration is delivered 

with brutality, yet is delightfully linear. Hop on 

and it fits like a tailor-made suit, and that gives the rider  

immense confidence when maneuvring. Kawasaki has 

combined incredible power with absolute control and 

needless to say, we're smitten.  

farhan@haymarketsac.com

Max power 

140bhp@10,000rpm

Max torque 

110.82Nm@7300rpm

Weight 221kg

Transmission 6-speed

Fuel tank 17litre

STUFF SAYS ★★★★★
A jaw-dropping two-wheeled 
beast. It truly is the ultimate  
urban streetfighter 
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Digital love

A dual-band instrument cluster 
includes a large tachometer and a 
digital display offering a wealth of 
information on the bike's  
current condition and settings. The 
Digital Timing Advance feature 
boosts low and mid-range power, 
giving the Z1000 a wide power 
band. It's the kind of tech that 
plasters a silly smile on our faces. 

Haven’t needed to use the 
(optional) range-extender 
engine yet
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All the king’s horses
can’t begin to describe the 
sense of effortless power this 
motor generates. Partnered 
with the Quattro 4WD system, 
instead of spinning wheels and 
burning rubber, it sends you 
soaring into the sunset.

Audi Drive Select
can be found in other cars in 
the range too but in the S6, 
you can go deeper into the 
menu and set up differential, 
steering, suspension, gearbox 
and even engine sound. Turn 
it up to eleven, we say! 

V TO THE POWER OF EIGHT ROTATE, SELECT, RACE

Sportiness refined Performance couldn’t be more discrete. 

Using the ubiquitous A6 as a starting point, Audi then adds 

more cylinders, more power and some street cred to the S6. 

You could spot one by noticing its matte silver rear mirror caps, 

a platinum front grille, larger wheels and of course, if you get 

close enough, the S badge. Inside, it’s a cocoon of carbon fibre 

and leather wrapped in technology that could cut a porcupine. 

Audi Drive Select and torque vectoring sport differential ensure 

that it also adapts to every kind of driver at the flick of a button. 

DUALISTSThe

AUDI S6 
 engine 4.0 V8 TFSI power 420BHP torque  406NM

transmission 7-SPEED DUAL CLUTCH   

acceleration 0-100, 5.1 SECS 

price 90.17 lacs* / audi.in

These iron fists in velvet gloves give new meaning to the 
title of our story. Meet the schizophrenic Germans so adept 
at bending the rules of motoring...

*e
x-

sh
ow

ro
om

, D
el

hi
[W

o
rd

s
: N

is
h

a
n

t 
P

a
d

h
ia

r]



March 2014 / StuffIndia / 71

With all its sporty
intent, it is on improper roads 
that the Panamera comes 
into its own. Although it will 
reach triple-digit speeds with 
nary a twitch, on Mumbai’s 
bumpy roads, it impressed us 
with a royal ride fit for a king!

Acoustics are key
in a car of this calibre, inside 
or out. The Bose-designed 
speaker system may leave 
you wanting for more, but the 
Sport Exhaust makes up for 
it. Even in its diesel guise, it 
makes you mash the throttle.

BUMP AND GLIDETHE SOUND OF SUCCESS

Luxury lap Since its birth, the Panamera has been trying to 

vindicate itself and this new-generation makes the best case 

for itself to date. The revised bodywork is subtle but effective. 

The Porsche Dynamic Light System Plus puts LEDs on the 

face to brighten things up. On the inside, impeccable finish of 

chrome, leather and wood hide the sporty intent. The creamy 

delivery of the diesel engine is flawless and the Sport Chrono 

Package will urge you to master your drag times. Diesel  torque 

and petrol smoothness can happily coexist, finally!

PORSCHE PANAMERA  
engine 3.0 V6 DIESEL power 250BHP torque  550NM 

transmission 8-SPEED TIPTRONIC S   
acceleration 0-100, 6.8 SECSprice 1.23 crores* / porsche.com
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Vaio and Windows 8
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Hybrids: Are they 
really worth it?

ali@haymarketsac.com

TESTED SONY VAIO FIT 13A

FLIP IT GOOD

■ The Vaio Fit 13A is light, slim, feels 

solid and premium in your hands 

and looks very sophisticated. The 

hinges work smoothly, the keys 

offer good tactile feedback and the 

magnetic function holding the flip 

screen in place is excellent. Not that 

any of this is surprising for a Vaio 

that costs this much.

■ The hard drive being flash 

storage, the Fit 13A is lightning-

quick to boot and extremely 

responsive and prompt when 

loading up media files. 

Performance in general is good 

with software and video, but it’s 

unfortunate that Sony only offer a 

Core i5 instead of an i7 at this price.

■ The display on this hybrid is full 

HD. While pixel density and 

sharpness certainly is sufficient for 

a 13in display, quality lacks in other 

aspects like brightness and colour 

saturation. The result is a picture 

that’s often too dull and unexciting 

for serious viewing.

■ The key feature on the Vaio Fit 

13A is definitely its flipfunction, 

which turns it from a laptop to a 

tablet faster than you can say 

‘What the flip?’. After a simple flick 

of the lock switch, all you have to 

do is lift the screen off its magnets 

and let it swing over on its hinge. 

There’s even a camera on the 

bottom for when you want to use 

it in tablet mode. Useful.

Tech Intel Core i5-4200U 1.6GHz  

 Windows 8 (64-bit)  4GB DDR3L 

RAM  128GB Flash Storage 13.3in 

full HD TFT touch display 1.31kg 

Price 99,990 / sony.co.in

Some people keep saying they don’t like having too many gadgets. Hybrid laptops are 
made for such people. The problem, however, is the price. The convenience of combining 
two devices into one isn’t worth the money that laptop makers ask for. Hybrid prices 
really need to come down if manufacturers like Sony want to sell them.

STUFF SAYS ★★★✩✩ 

It might be on the verge of pulling 
out of the laptop sector, but that 
didn’t stop Sony from one last 
super-flagship hurrah

Unnecessary clutter
Like every other Vaio we’ve 

reviewed in the last couple of 

years, the Fit 13A comes pre-

installed with far too much 

clutter.  Such as an anti-virus 

software that immediately asks 

you for money, media players 

you’ll never use and other things 

that keep popping up on your 

screen at regular intervals. 

Windows 8 itself is still as 

annoying as before. Despite being 

designed for touchscreens, it’s 

still quite hard to use without a 

mouse and the lack of a proper 

‘start’ button frustrates us.
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X-Ray vision

Why Kindle it when 
you can book it?

nisha@haymarketsac.com

TESTED AMAZON KINDLE PAPERWHITE 3G

IT FEELS GOOD

■ We loved the earlier Kindle 

Paperwhite, and we love this “all-

new” one too. Mainly because we 

can’t tell it apart from the earlier 

one. It’s still light and fits in your 

palm easily. The display remains at  

a comfortable 6in too. But wait, 

what’s this? Free 3G?

■ Yes indeed, Amazon’s bundled in 

free 3G wireless that works on the 

Vodafone network. Which means 

you can now download books 

without having to buy coffee at 

CCD for free Wi-Fi. You’ll still have  

to pay for Amazon.in ebooks, but 

with over 6 lac titles at under 200 

each, that’s not so bad.

■ Switch it on, and you’ll be quite 

impressed – that built-in light’s 

worked wonders on the crispness 

of the text. The six font styles and 

eight font sizes can be summoned 

and picked with a mere couple of 

taps. There’s a bit of a lag when 

flipping pages, but the feel is 

oh-so-good. 

■ Good news: We’ve used this 

device for a week straight, reading 

for over 6 hours a day – there’s no 

fatigue or stress on the eyes or 

wrists yet. The battery promises a 

fabulous life of 8 weeks on a single 

charge, and we’re raring to push it 

all the way.

Tech 6in display with Carta  

e-paper  Built-in light  212ppi  

 16-level grey scale  2GB internal + 

free Cloud storage 8-week 

battery life  222g 

Price 13,999 / amazon.in

Learn as you read
Oh, that’s a big word out there and 

you have no idea what it means. 

Hold onto that word, literally, and up 

pops your tutor, Kindle 

Paperwhite’s Smart Lookup. This 

spiffy feature integrates a full 

dictionary with Wikipedia and 

X-Ray, the latter giving you all the 

info you need on any character in 

that huge piece of fiction you’re 

reading. That’s not all – words that 

you’ve looked up get added to the 

Vocabulary Builder, which you can 

access any time. Impressed?

“I love actual books – the feel, the smell, the comfort of holding one,” say bookworms 
who spot you reading on a Kindle. Well, so do we at Stuff. But we love gadgets too, and 
once you’ve used a Kindle, it’s impossible to dismiss it off as ‘just a gimmick’. For one, you 
save physical space. Two, you can read it anywhere, even in the dark. Three, instant 
access to the book you want. Four, it feels so good to hold. Five, no, wait, stop sniffing it... 

STUFF SAYS ★★★★★ 

Q: How does one better a 
device that already fits its 
purpose to a T? A: Pick 
Amazon’s ‘All-new’ Kindle 
Paperwhite 3G and you’ll see.  





TEST
WINNER

Don’t follow the herd spending big money on 
certain super-trendy headphones – these 

cracking cans all cost less than 10,000

WELCOME TO THE
G R O U P  T E ST

Harman  
Kardon  CL 

9990 / harman.in

Harman Kardon finally got 

in on the profitable 

headphone market a while 

ago, and the CL is their 

budget offering in the 

on-ears department. 

They’re larger than your 

conventional on-ears, too, 

and have a more industrial 

feel thanks to the 

sandblasted steel 

headband and casing. With 

sound, they’re particularly 

good in the midrange, with 

vocals shining bright. All in 

all, impressive.

STUFF SAYS 
Great with vocals and the 
midrange, but a bit pricey

★★★★✩

JBL Bassline 
6990 / harman.in

Looks can be deceiving - 

and the Bassline 

headphones look a bit 

tacky in your hands. The 

poorly designed headband 

is useless too, and they 

start to hurt half an hour 

into wearing them. But 

when it comes to audio, 

they do what they say 

they will. Bass is powerful, 

but never overwhelming, 

thankfully. On the whole, 

you get a punchy, strong 

sound that suits certain 

genres a bit better than 

some others.

STUFF SAYS
Outstanding build, and 
super-mellow sound

★★★✩✩

Sennheiser 
HD219
3990 /shop.

sennheiserindia.com

If you’re a mass transit 

commuter or office 

headphone wearer, you’ll 

need to keep the volume 

down so you don’t 

inconvenience anyone 

around you and get 

irritated looks. The HD219 

cans from Sennheiser leak 

minimal noise thanks to a 

well-built casing, and offer 

a weighty, clear and 

refined delivery. A bit more 

detail and tighter bass 

would be nice, though.

STUFF SAYS
 Ideal when leaking sound 

is a concern
★★★★✩

AKG K451
5000 /harman.in

When a pair of 

headphones has held a 

five star rating for over a 

year, you know you’re on 

to a good thing. The K451s 

are light on your head, but 

sturdy enough to be 

stuffed in a bag. And they 

do a fantastic line in 

punchy, solid bass, rich and 

detailed vocals and clear, 

sweet-sounding treble. 

Want to know what they’d 

taste like if they were  

a pudding? Delicious 

raspberry chocolate 

caramel, that’s what.

STUFF SAYS
Hi-fi for 5000.  

A bit of a no-brainer
★★★★★

Audio Technica 
ATH-WS55

4699 / origingames.net

Although there is now a 

newer WS55i model with 

in-line controls for the 

iPhone and a few other 

improvements, the WS55 

remains a solid option. In 

true Audio Technica 

fashion, they’re an 

absolute gem and are 

underrated. Bass is 

weighty, chunky and deep, 

but tends to be 

overbearing and fat at the 

bottom. That said, they’re 

still among the better 

on-ears on test here.

STUFF SAYS
Excitement and subtlety 

in equal measure
★★★★✩[ 
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Acer C720 Chromebook

LAPTOPS
3 OF THE BEST

What’s the story?

Google’s Chromebooks have 

usurped netbooks as the cheapo 

laptops of choice. These mini-

wonders simply run the Chrome 

OS, which simply runs the 

Chrome browser. It’s all very low-

cost, low-power, low-hassle, but 

that simplicity is both a strength 

and a weakness. Although 

supremely user-friendly, these 

Chromebooks lack the power to 

play most games or attempt 

■ Touchy-feely
The C720 is available in 

a touchscreen variant, 

which also increases 

the hard drive to 32GB. 

Expect to pay an extra 

£80 or so to be able to 

touch your Googles.

■ Port short
HP’s rival Chromebook 

11 is more attractive, 

with a white exterior 

and IPS screen. But it 

lacks an SD card reader 

and HDMI port, so we’d 

go for the C720.

intensive tasks such as video 

editing. Still, Google’s superb 

Drive takes care of office duties, 

while the likes of YouTube and 

Grooveshark are present.

Any good?

Acer’s dressed the 11.6in C720 in 

a kind of tech Raymonds suit: all 

grey, corporate dourness. But 

look beyond the façade and you’ll 

be impressed. It boots up in less 

than seven seconds thanks to  

a dual-core Intel processor and 

16GB SSD, and there’s a handy 

100GB of free Google storage 

thrown in, too. Battery life is also 

decent – we wangled just over 

five and a half hours out of it in 

our browser test. But its biggest 

advantage over its rivals is that 

it’s well served for ports, with 

HDMI, USB3.0 and an SD slot. It’s 

a bit of a letdown for multimedia 

– the screen is washed out, and 

the speakers lose definition at 

high volumes – but if you’re after 

a cheap, reliable laptop which will 

never need updating, it fits the bill.

Tech Chrome OS ● 11.6in, 1366x768 
● Intel Celeron @ 1.4GHz  
● 2GB RAM ● 16GB SSD ● Intel HD 

Graphics ● 288x204x19mm, 1.25kg

Price 22,999 / chromebook.com

STUFF SAYS ★★★★✩ 
The most capable and useful 
Chromebook we’ve seen so far

Buying a laptop is a lot like finding love: whatever your taste, 
desires and budget*, your perfect match is out there 
somewhere. So let Stuff play Cupid
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STUDENTS  
& BARGAIN 
HUNTERS 

BEST FOR...

78 / StuffIndia / March 2014



G R O U P  T E ST

Alienware 17
What’s the story?

Alienware’s approach to gaming 

laptops is simple: screw subtle 

design and sleek ergonomics in 

favour of humungous machines 

built around super-fast tech and 

covered in coloured LEDs.

The Alienware 17 is one such 

beast. Its weight (4kg) and size 

(5cm deep) make it more suited to 

a small trailer than a rucksack and 

it has 10 ‘light zones’ which can be 

customised in one of 20 colours. 

Even the packaging makes it look 

like something found in Area 51. 

Any good?

It would be completely pointless 

if the 17 fell over as soon as you 

booted up Minesweeper – but 

that was never likely. The 2.4GHz 

Core i7 Hawell processor, Nvidia 

GeForce GTX780M graphics and 

16GB of memory make light 

work of the heaviest titles. The 

graphically intensive Metro: Last 

Light hit a maximum 180 frames 

per second in default settings, 

which basically means it’s very, 

very good. Pop it open and its 

vast 17in screen dominates your 

view. It’s a shame that it’s only 

1080p, but most gamers don’t go 

beyond that on their desktops. 

It’s hardly portable, either: perch 

it on your lap for more than an 

hour and even your thighs start 

to ache. But that’s missing the 

point, really – the Alienware 17 is 

all about no-compromise 

gaming, and in this it excels. 

Tech Windows 8 ● 17in, 1920x1080  
●  Intel Core i7 @ 2.4GHz  
●  16GB RAM ● 750GB HDD  
●  Nvidia GeForce GTX 780M  
● 48.5x299x413.5mm, 4.15Kg 

Price 1,43,990 / dell.com/in

STUFF SAYS ★★★★★ 
Big, brash and totally bloody 
brilliant for hardcore gaming

■  Battery ware-out
Four hours of battery 

life may not sound like  

a lot, but when you 

consider the sheer 

power of the Alienware 

17’s components, it’s 

rather impressive.

■  Backtrackpad
Alienware has yet to find 

a laptop part it can’t 

shove some LEDs in – 

even the trackpad has 

adjustable backlighting. 

It’s a shame it doesn’t 

do multi-touch though.

HOPEFUL  
HALF-LIFE 3 
PREPPERS

BEST FOR...
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Flagship showrooms

New Delhi
No.1000, Opposite 

Metro Pillar No.188, 
M.G. Road New Delhi 110047.

+91 8447 000 847 +91 9891 847 702.

Hyderabad
MB Towers,No. 47 & 48,

Madhapur,Kavuri 
Hills,Hyderabad - 500081

+91 9908 022 333

Bangalore
No. 11, 80feet Road,

Koramangla,
Bangalore - 560034
+91 98 45019473

Chandigarh 
(Coming Soon)  
City Emporium,

143/A, IBP,
Chandigarh - 160002

www.soundofmusic.cc
luxury@soundofmusic.cc Franchisee Enquiries Welcome

SOUND OF MUSIC 
   

REDEFINE THE POSSIBLEREDEFINE THE POSSIBLE
Introducing the new Special Edition Loudspeakers. 
The latest innovation in Digital Loudspeaker Design.

DSP5200SE DSP7200SE DSP8000SE

2014 marks the 25th anniversary of the launch of Meridian’s fi rst digital loudspeaker – in fact the fi rst digital loudspeaker in the world – in 1989. 

Special Edition DSP Loudspeakers
Now, Meridian is launching a new series of Special Edition loudspeakers –
DSP5200SE, DSP7200SE and DSP8000SE – to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the launch of our pioneering D600 in 1989, 
the foundation upon which today’s Meridian DSP Digital Active Loudspeakers are built.

FEATURES :

ryllium dome for outstanding transient response 

and wide bandwidth. 

resolution recordings. 

units clamped with machined rings to provide 

enhanced mechanical stability.



G R O U P  T E ST

Apple MacBook Pro 13in
What’s the story?

Like a master carpenter at work, 

Apple reshapes its products with 

fine but deliberated movements: 

a millimetre off here, a new 

component there. It’s a clever 

tactic that means those who 

bought last year’s model don’t 

suddenly feel ripped off when  

a new version comes out. The 

new MacBook Pro is one such 

example: aesthetically almost 

identical to last year’s model – 

■ Thunderbolt, HO!
The new version of 

Apple’s do-it-all data 

interface can handle 

20Gbps transfers and 

4K TV output. In the 

unlikely event that  

you have a 4K TV.

1mm thinner, 50g lighter – but 

seemingly otherwise unchanged, 

from its Retina display to its chiclet 

keyboard and vast trackpad.

Any good?

We say it’s seemingly unchanged 

– because on the inside it’s had 

quite the spruce up. It now runs 

on Intel’s Haswell chipset, a 

capable little blighter that – 

crucially – doesn’t drain as much 

battery as its predecessors. 

Performance is good: ultra-high-

def videos play smoothly, and 

there’s even room for a little light 

gaming. Everything loads really 

quickly, too, thanks to the SSD. 

Other new tech inside it includes 

wireless 802.11a/c networking – 

for faster Wi-Fi – PCIe hard 

drives – again, they’re faster – 

and Thunderbolt 2 ports. Which 

are, you guessed it, faster. It’s also 

stuffed with brilliant built-in apps 

such as GarageBand and iPhoto 

which help elevate it above its 

Ultrabook rivals. Flawless.

 

Tech OSX Mavericks ● 13.3in, 

2560x1600 ● Intel Core i5 @ 2.4GHz 
● 8GB RAM ● 256GB SSD ● Intel Iris 

graphics ● 18x314x219mm, 1.57kg

Price 99,900 / apple.com/in

STUFF SAYS ★★★★★ 
Still the best laptop money can 
buy – only now it’s even better

■ Iris stew
The new MacBook uses 

the perfectly capable Intel 

Iris graphics, but for high-

end work you’ll want the 

15in Pro (from 1,49,000), 

which includes a 

dedicated GPU.

BEST FOR...
PEOPLE  

WHO WANT  
THE BEST
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MOTOROLA MOTO G
240 HOURS WITH THE

from 12,499 / flipkart.com

We spends ten days with the ultra-cheap-yet-ultra-
powerful Moto G. But is its spec-to-price ratio too good 
to be true? It’s got to be, right?

Whoops. Looks like Motorola sent 

us a Moto X by accident. Hang on, 

though: We don’t remember the X 

being this pudgy. Has it put on 

weight? It does feel a little fatter 

than usual.

Of course it hasn’t. Phones 

don’t gain weight, that would be 

ridiculous. No, this is definitely the 

new Moto G, and mistaking it for 

the X is actually a compliment.  

It’s shorter and fatter, but it’s still 

got a handsome face and we like 

the way it sits in the hand. Like a 

smooth black pebble. Sturdy. 

Confident. Manly. We like it.

on, though we are slightly 

concerned that we’re about to be 

greeted by another awful 

pixellated mid-range scre...

Wow. The G’s screen is good. 

Really good. 720p on 4.5 inches 

means it’s easily sharp enough.  

It’s bright, too, has decent colours 

and even has good viewing angles.

Which has us reaching for the 

spec list. The Moto G Starts from 

12,499, for the 8GB model.

Where’s the compromise? 

Surely Moto blew all the money on 

the screen. This thing’s got to be 

running on a puttering dual-core 

processor at the very most, right?

A quick check reveals that, no, 

DAY 01

Mind you, we’d feel more at 

ease with the dimple on the back 

of the phone if we knew what it 

was for. What are you, dimple? 

What is your purpose? Are we 

supposed to sacrifice iPhones in 

your honour? WHAT DO YOU 

WANT FROM US? 

After a period of emotionally 

draining research, it seems likely 

that the dimple is an aesthetic 

feature. Which is fair enough.  

This decided, we feel confident 

enough to actually turn the phone 

there’s a quad-core chip inside. 

The Snapdragon 400 quad-core, 

to be precise, which isn’t silicon 

seller Qualcomm’s daddy chip, but 

is still a bit of a doozy. More wow.

We don’t really understand how 

Motorola is getting away with this, 

until it dawns on us that although 

Lenovo owns it now,  Moto was 

owned by Google when the G was 

born, and this is the exact same 

tactic it’s used so successfully 

with its Nexus devices. A few 

minutes with and we’re impressed.

“The Moto G starts at 12,499. Where’s 
the compromise? Surely Moto blew  
all the money on the fancy screen…”  
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Tech

LO N G -T E R M  T E ST

01

03

04

05

02

Donut of Truth™

DAY 06  

Watching Breaking Bad on the 

smaller 4.5in screen isn’t actually 

as painful as we thought, though 

that could be because it’s 

practically pressed against our 

face on our home commute. This 

is, of course, partly to do with the 

shoulder-to-shoulder rammed 

trains. Still, the G’s 4.5in screen, 

although smaller than we’re used 

to, means we can easily do 

everything with a single thumb, 

without fear of the dreaded 

Pavement Smash. A fate that saw 

the end of a Galaxy Note earlier.

DAY 08
We hammered the Moto G on the 

way to Stuff HQ this morning. 

Editing this very review, streaming 

music to Bluetooth headphones, 

sending emails, checking Reddit – 

all pretty heavy stuff. After an 

hour and 15 minutes it drank 

around 20% – so it’ll last a day, but 

as with 99% of phones, it won’t 

escape the nightly charging ritual. 

DAY 10
Motorola has surprised us.  

The G isn’t the most powerful 

phone on the block. It doesn’t have 

the most pixel-packed screen.  

But we love the unbelievable  

bang for your buck that it offers. 

Motorola – we haven’t said this in 

a while, but we salute you.

DAY 02
While investigating, we discover 

that the Moto G has a removable 

back cover. Not for swapping out 

the battery. Not for accessing a 

microSD slot – it doesn’t have  

one – but for kitting it out with 

different coloured back plates. 

Flashbacks of the Nokia 5110 

fascia wardrobe collection flitter 

through our brains. We’re browsing 

through every luridly coloured rear 

cover we can find online, humming 

the Nokia tune. We’re happy.

DAY 03
Despite the paltry 1GB of RAM,  

the G’s got some games skills, all 

thanks to that sweet Snapdragon 

silicon. Enough, in fact, to handle 

Real Racing 3 without a stutter – 

not an easy task for any phone, 

and certainly not at this price 

point. We think we can hear the 

dual-core Galaxy S4 Mini and HTC 

One Mini sobbing in their 

respective corners. And so they 

should. Both demand way more 

than 12k to take them home.

DAY 04
Ah, bingo. So this is where the 

Moto G lets us down. Its 5MP 

camera is poor. The LG G2 and 

iPhone 5s absolutely destroy it. 

Poor detail even in good light 

means that this definitely isn’t  

a phone for shutterbugs.

STUFF SAYS

Screen 4.5in, 

720x1280, 326ppi

CPU Quad-core 

Qualcomm 

Snapdragon 400 @ 

1.2GHz 

OS Android 4.3

Memory 8/16GB 

storage, 1GB RAM 

Camera 5 MP, 

720p@30ps (rear); 

1.3MP (front)

Connectivity  

USB2.0, Bluetooth 

4.0, Wi-Fi, 3.5mm 

socket, GPS

Battery 2070mAh

Dimensions 

130x66x11.6mm, 

143g

01 Screen blows the mid-
range competition away
02 Quad-core power? At 
that price?!
03 Stock Android makes 
the purist in us happy 

04 More bang per buck 
than a box of discounted 
shotgun shells
05 Camera makes us want 
to cry. In a bad way

With its excellent 
4.5in screen and 
quad-core power, 
the Moto G would 
be a bargain at 
twice the price 
★★★★★
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BEST 
GAMES 

EVER

Without video games, we’d probably still be 
playing snakes-and-ladders or hide-and-seek. 

And enjoying it. Time, to say gaming grace and laud 
the classics that revolutionised our play time… 



BEST GAMES EVER

 Pacman
1980
You may have heard of this one. It 

had a maze, with you in the role of 

a yellow blob, some ghosts 

chasing you down and polarity-

reversing pills that granted you 

superpowers. It was hard and 

carried on forever, with a simplicity 

and charm that still resonates.

 Time Crisis
1995
Arcade gun games blew up in the 

mid ’90s, when the 3D rush brought 

Sega’s Virtua Cop and House of 

the Dead series. Namco's Time 

Crisis had a pedal to let players 

hide from incoming shots, making 

you feel as if you were right in the 

middle of a gun fight to the death. 

 Gauntlet
1985
One of the finest cooperative play 

experiences to ever hit the arcades, 

Gauntlet was a simplified, top-down 

RPG that taught kids valuable 

lessons in life, such as the value of 

working together and how useful  

a strong man with the right tools 

can be when you’re in a tight spot. 

 Fez
2012 Xbox 360 

A clever take on 2D platformers, 

where you can rotate the game 

world about its axis. Headache 

inducing until you ‘get’ it, but 

great music and silly dialogue 

add to the appeal. Also starred 

in Indiegame The Movie.

 Journey
2012 PS3
A rather abstract experience, 

Journey has players wandering 

through a desert, in a game 

that’s half magic carpet ride 

and half platformer. It’s short 

and simple, but so captivating 

you’ll keep going back to it. 

 Braid
2008 Xbox 360 
Centred around an ordinary 

little man called Tim, Braid’s 

Mario-style play is backed by a 

haunting soundtrack, while its 

plot soon grows from standard 

princess-rescuing to one that 

contemplates life and... feelings. 

 Minecraft
2009 PC 
It’s like Lego that exists in  

its own always-on universe.  

You build worlds, put things  

in worlds, visit other peoples’ 

creations and generally enjoy 

making things for once instead 

of shooting them all to pieces. 

COIN-OPS
The bleeping cabinets that swallowed our coins and stole our young hearts…

INDIE  
GAMES

What they may have 
lacked in gloss they 
made up for in brilliant 
game design...

After Burner
1987
The most exciting thing a 

child could do in the late ’80s 

was visit an arcade to worship 

at this altar of Sega genius. 

Apart from the custom cabinet 

it was a simple flyer/shooter 

at its core, but it had the must-

survive-a-bit-longer-next-

time vibe that made so many 

Sega games so beloved. 

Sega Rally 2
1998
Sega invented the bombastic 

race genre in the 1990s with 

Daytona USA, made it faster 

and more precise with Sega 

Rally, then added sexier 

visuals with Sega Rally 2. The 

key was how it managed the 

transition from loose gravel to 

grippy tarmac, a feeling no 

other racer captured so well. 
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BEST GAMES EVER

 Soldier Of Fortune 2
2002 PC
Did people ask for a more realistic 

war game where the floors (and 

walls and ceilings) were strewn with 

dismembered body parts? That’s 

what we got, in an odd mix of 

serious urban combat and comedy 

physics-based death animations 

that led to a gore overload. 

 Carmageddon
1997 PC 

A slightly dumb driving game  

that papered over the cracks in  

its mechanics with comedy killing. 

Running people over during a race 

won bonus time, while a refusal by 

authorities overseas gave it 

mythic status. For a while, it was 

gaming’s The Exorcist.

 Dead Island
2011 PS3/Xbox 360/PC
A ridiculously violent game about 

killing people, only they’re zombie 

people so it’s all OK and you’re not 

a weird loner for liking it. A baseball 

bat bristling with nails is one 

charming weapon, plus you can 

chop victims up and admire the 

detail in the reflective bloody mess. 

 Space Quest 3
1989 Amiga 
A comedy sci-fi adventure, in 

which you typed “push button” 

and “use pole” for fun while 

exploring alien worlds. It was all 

about the dialogue, with the 

verbose narrator rambling on 

like a 16-bit Russell Brand. 

 The Secret Of 
Monkey Island
1990 Amiga
Guybrush Threepwood starred 

in this hilarious piracy romp 

from LucasArts, master of the  

point-and-click genre. Packed 

with gags and self-deprecating 

game references, it was a hoot. 

 Surgeon Simulator
2013 PC
Didn’t get into medical  

school? This lets you make an 

absolute mess of unsuspecting 

‘patients’ as your near-

impossible-to-control arms 

tear and rip lungs, ribs and 

more from their bodies.

 GTA V
2013 Xbox 360/PS3
Yes, you can torture people, but 

GTA V’s smarter side is in the 

dialogue, posters, products 

and... everything. Michael’s 

hilarious deconstruction of 

Trevor as a grade-A hipster is 

worth the purchase price alone.

Splatterhouse
1988 Arcade
One of the first games to have 

the concerned newscasters 

of the world questioning what 

these sick games were doing 

to the minds of the children, 

Splatterhouse was your usual 

1980s side-scrolling fighting 

game – but nastier. Mostly 

comic book nastiness, though, 

like a Friday The 13th license.  

GORY
As parental concerns rose, so did your desire to play these games…

FUNNIEST
GAMES

Games that served 
up their pixels with 
a generous side of 
comedy chips…

Mortal Kombat
1992 Arcade
With Street Fighter II ruling the 

world, Midway built a similar, 

but more photorealistic, 

combo-based fighter with all 

sorts of limb-removing, brain-

revealing nastiness. It wasn’t 

as deep as SFII, but it was 

more of a laugh thanks to  

the ability to pull your mate’s 

head off at the end. 
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 F-Zero
1992 SNES
As well as the comic bananas of 

Mario Kart, Nintendo was home  

to one of the best looking and 

sounding sci-fi racers. F-Zero  

has been missing in action of  

late, but that’s OK as the original 

and a SNES to play it on are true 

‘desert island’ must-haves.

 Forza Horizon
2012 Xbox 360 
This took Microsoft’s top racing 

franchise and binned the usual 

racetrack grinding in favour of a 

new open-road aesthetic, letting 

drivers actually just drive about 

for the love of it for once, instead  

of endlessly lapping the same  

tired old Formula 1 tracks.  

 Super Mario Kart
1992 SNES
It may have left us howling with 

frustration every time we were 

robbed of first place by a red shell 

on the final bend, it may have 

teased us with nigh-impossible 

shortcuts, but Nintendo’s mad, 

brilliant, beautiful racer gave us 

years of fast-paced fun.

 The Elder Scrolls V: 
Skyrim
2013 PS3, PC, Xbox 360
There are two ways of getting 

about Skyrim’s enormous 

world. You can cheat and zap 

around the map or take in the 

scenery and get a bit of fresh 

air on a well-rendered horse. 

 Red Dead 
Redemption
2010 Xbox 360, PS3
RDR doesn’t just have great 

horses. The free-roaming 

Western also has class dogs 

and bears, making it the top 

choice for fans of videogame 

animals. And beards.

 The Last Of Us
2013 PS3
The two lead characters in this 

modern emo apoca-venture 

travel around by horse quite  

a bit. After all, when the world 

explodes and there’s no petrol 

or electricity left, he who has 

sugar lumps will be king.  

 Final Furlong
1997 Arcade
Obviously this one was pretty 

high on the horse count, it being 

a weird horse racing sim. What’s 

more, it took horse-immersion 

more seriously than most, 

having, as it did, actual plastic 

(and legless) horses to straddle.

Stunt Car Racer
1989 Amiga/Atari ST/PC
Lack of processor power in 

the late ’80s meant Stunt 

Car Racer’s coders avoided 

trackside scenery in favour  

of realistic physics. That was 

fine by us – we were too busy 

throwing our stunt buggy 

around rollercoaster-style 

courses and over crazy jumps 

to notice our surroundings.

GTA: San Andreas
2004 PS2
Few games have offered so 

much as the GTA series, with 

one of life’s greatest joys 

being to just muck about with 

the cars in it. San Andreas 

brought bikes to the party 

too – leading to hilarious 

cross-country chases in 

which eluding the cops 

became an artform in itself.

JOYRIDING
These wheels were meant for rolling. And that’s just what they’ll do

HORSE
PLAY

Because no great 
game is complete 
without an equine 
accomplice
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 Half-Life 2
2004 PC
A stonker to look at with a story 
to match, HL2 was packed with 
innovations such as the Gravity 
Gun. Trust us, few gaming 
experiences will ever match the 
thrill of using it to propel a saw-
blade through a zombie’s neck.

 Goldeneye
1997 N64
A dream to control on the N64’s 
analogue stick, Goldeneye’s  
four-way split-screen multiplayer 
has rarely been bettered. It  
was packed with clever maps 
seemingly designed for mate-
humiliating fun, and the single-
player mode wasn’t bad either.

 Deus Ex
2000 PC 
Not just a great shooter, but also 
a great stealth game and RPG. 
Your character and his weapons 
adapted and evolved, and it was 
also a leader in personality-aping 
play: smash through and hope for 
the best, or sneak and do it the 
clever way like Doctor Who.

Halo
2001 Xbox 
Mac developer Bungie 
caught the eye of Microsoft 
with this, so much so that it 
bought the company and 
made the sci-fi shooter an 
Xbox exclusive. It added 
mainstream-friendly 
features like a regenerating 
shield and auto-aiming to 
make it work on consoles. 

Call Of Duty 2
2005 PC, Xbox 360
Took the tired old war game 
conceit and jazzed it up with 
multiple characters and 
plotlines. Developer Infinity 
Ward used all the power of 
PC and Xbox 360 to bring a 
new level of authenticity to 
its look and feel. Online play 
was key, and that’s why 
CoDs are still a must-buy. 

SHOOTY AND SWEET
Here’s how we got to today’s gun-obsessed digital killing fields…
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 Rock Band
2007  
Xbox 360, PS2, Wii, PS3
Rock Band and rival series 

Guitar Hero ensured that we 

now have entire rooms full of 

plastic instruments. Great fun 

while it was cool, even if we 

can’t imagine doing it again.

 Mario Kart 64
1997 N64
Sharing a flat with 12 other 

students and maggi breakfasts 

in the late 1990s meant Mario 

Kart 64. Joyous multiplayer 

modes, great 3D and so many 

lovely tracks to slowly grow to 

hate.

 Left 4 Dead
2008 PC, Xbox 360
A four-player zombie slaughter 

experience, in which you help 

your friends survive while 

attempting to annihilate the 

disease-ridden population. 

Worth it for the fort defence-

style Survival mode alone.  

 FIFA 14
2014 Xbox 360, PS3, PC 
It used to be fashionable to hate 

FIFA but, over the years, EA’s 

relentless football franchise has 

evolved into a beautiful game. 

Stuff’s own lunchtime league is 

now more important to us than 

our families. Or life itself.

STUDENT 
HOUSE

The multiplayer 
classics best served 
with warm beer in a 
dingy lounge at 2am 
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 Final Fantasy VII
1997 PlayStation
For years, the only story a video 

game managed was that one 

about some woman being 

kidnapped and us having to rescue 

her. Then Final Fantasy VII came 

along, with days’ worth of non-

stop emotional storytelling and  

the power to make adults cry. 

 The Legend Of Zelda:  
     Ocarina Of Time
1998 N64
The story of a poor little boy  

with his own fairy, based in Hyrule, 

who warped about through time 

and a massive game world with his 

puzzle-solving musical toy. 

Intuitive gameplay made Link’s 

switch to 3D feel natural. 

 Civilisation
1991 PC
This did it all. You started with a 

handful of men, then set about 

steering the evolution of mankind 

from the year 4000BC right up to 

the space age. Which meant it 

wasn’t exactly the sort of casual 

game to be played in 20-minute 

bursts once a fortnight. 

World Of Warcraft
2005 PC, Mac
A massively multiplayer 

online role-playing game  

that somehow managed to 

transcend the normal geek 

boundaries of its genre and 

become popular with norms. 

You could become a heroic 

leader of real troops and 

engage in sprawling quests 

and campaigns… as long as 

you put in the hours. 

SOCIAL-LIFE KILLERS
Some games you smash through in six blood-stained hours; others require investment 

Championship 
Manager 97/98
1997 PC
Despite being little more than 

an Excel simulator at times, 

Championship Manager was 

stupidly addictive. It ended 

relationships. It drove grown 

men to tears. It made legends 

of rubbish players. Tommy 

Svindal Larsen! We love you!

BEST GAMES EVER



Subscribe through Magzter, the Digital Web Store, on iTunes and Android Market, or log on to magzter.com

MW NOW ON IPAD, 
IPHONE, IPOD TOUCH AND ANDROID DEVICES. 



 Supremacy
1990 Amiga
An absorbing point-and-click war 

management game, in which you 

battled your computer enemy for 

control of a series of alien worlds. 

Terraforming, taxation and 

technological developments were 

key to victory. That and knowing 

how to use zero-gravity toilets. 

 Super Bomberman 2
1995 SNES
Bomberman’s one of gaming’s key 

archetypes, a genre all of its own 

that spans generations. You start 

in a corner, with a bomb. Try not to 

blow yourself up, drop your bomb 

somewhere strategic and run 

away. Get more powerful and 

repeat. For two decades…  

 Lemmings
1991 Amiga
One of the most original concepts 

in puzzle gaming, Lemmings was 

all about assigning tasks to your 

suicidal rodents at speed. You 

played God by trying to keep them 

alive, building, digging, controlling 

and even detonating a sad few for 

the greater good of level clearing.

CEREBRAL
Because, occasionally, it’s not only about shooting people and driving cars 

Tetris
1989 Game Boy
So simple it’s been ported to 

almost every electronic 

device ever – seriously, there 

are probably kettles which 

can play it. But also so 

addictive that one Stuff 

staffer spent an entire 11hr 

flight to America playing it. 

Without stopping. The Game 

Boy version remains the best.

Portal
2007 PC, Xbox 360, PS3
They only went and brought 

some sort of new idea to the 

table. Portal initially looked like 

it was going to be about killing 

aliens in grey rooms, but 

really it was a 3D puzzle game 

in which you warped around, 

trying to escape its many 

chambers, at the behest  

of a weird robot lady voice. 
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 Crysis
2007 PC
For years, when you bought a 

new PC or graphics card, this 

was what you loaded up to see 

what it could do. The jungle 

world was perfect, the lighting 

and effects able to tax even the 

most hardcore of gaming rigs. 

 Blade Runner
1997 PC
Given how non-futuristic our 

PCs were in 1997, this 3D 

adventure game captured an 

amazing amount of the film’s 

mood. Its Esper photo machine 

could zoom around corners 

too. “He looks familiar…”

 MotorStorm
2007 PS3
The manly chassis of Sony’s 

PS3 was puffed out to the max 

by MotorStorm, which stood 

above early PS3 games in 

offering properly next-gen 

draw distances, lighting effects 

and very dramatic carplosions.

 Limbo
2010 Xbox 360
A 2D platform game like no 

other. Presented entirely in a 

black-and-white silhouette 

style, it’s a weird little thing 

based around a boy exploring  

a broken world that’s filled with 

monsters and odd machines.

EYE 
POPPING

Games that looked 
so comprehensively 
beautiful, even your 
dog was impressed…
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 Super Mario Bros.
1985 NES
The franchise that has kept 

Nintendo hardware selling for  

the last 30 years, Mario has 

proven to be timeless. This one 

had it all – massive world maps,  

a tough challenge, bonkers  

bosses and the classic music  

that Nintendo still remixes now. 

 SimCity
1989 Amiga 
Introduced the micro-management 

concept, with responsibility for the 

mundane elements of life as well 

as the exciting bits. You built 

things, created stuff instead of 

shooting and smashing, devoting 

days to making your city the best 

and keeping its inhabitants happy. 

 Doom
1993 PC
Perhaps the biggest milestone  

in PC gaming, Doom pushed 

technology to the max with its  

3D worlds and super-fast play, also 

introducing network code for link-

up shooting battles. It was amazing. 

It still is. We’d happily play it today. 

We’re going to play it today. 

 Wolfenstein 3D
1992 PC
The game that really started 

our shooting lust, this defined 

the 3D blaster template. It also 

infuriated some with its blood 

and shocking WWII imagery, 

what with those Swastikas 

liberally dotted about the place. 

 Call Of Duty:  
Modern Warfare 2
2009 Xbox 360, PS3, PC
Your usual shooty thing until it 

turned nasty. The infamous ‘No 

Russian’ mission saw players 

take part in a civilian massacre 

at an airport. A grim episode in 

an otherwise sterling shooter. 

 GTA III
2001 PS2
The once top-down PC shooter 

exploded when it went 3D on 

PS2. Since then it’s been blamed 

for real-world murders and 

plenty of release day muggings, 

with politicians routinely hanging 

today’s societal woes upon it. 

 Bully
2006 PS2 
So controversial was Bully’s 

name that it was changed to 

Canis Cadem Edit (Dog Eat 

Dog) in the UK. The game was 

actually a tame teenager sim, 

with Saturday jobs, fairgrounds 

and ‘school lesson’ mini games.

Space Invaders
1978 Arcade
Without Space Invaders, 

where would we be today? 

Perhaps we’d all be outside 

playing Kabaddi, or gathered 

around pianos singing songs 

about our forefathers for fun. 

We may never know. Space 

Invaders made obsessively 

playing games cool, and  

we’re still grateful for that. 

Elite
1984 BBC Micro
A work of genius akin to 

packing your entire wardrobe 

into an overhead bin, Elite 

somehow managed to 

squeeze a believable galaxy 

full of planets, aliens and 

combat into the tiny memory 

of the computers of the early 

’80s. An epic space sim that 

still influences games today. 

INFLUENTIAL
The brave few games that took risks – making waves that still slosh about today 

SOCIETY 
WRECKERS

These games all 
turned children into 
unhinged serial 
killers. Apparently…
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 International Karate+
1987 C64, ZX Spectrum, 
Amiga, Atari ST
For a while IK+ was the cream of 

fighting games. This was before 

the age of combo action, but there 

was innovation in the form of 

three-way bouts and backflips. 

The sound was ace, too. 

 Super Punch-Out
1995 SNES 
A boxing game, but given a silly 

makeover to avoid offending people 

too much with graphic scenes of 

eye gashes. It was smarter than it 

looked, too, offering some clever 

defensive play and blocking tactics 

that meant the crazed button-

masher didn’t always win.

 Speedball 2:  
Brutal Deluxe
1990 Atari ST, Amiga
A 22nd-century version of 

handball, you say? Sounds rubbish. 

But the mix of violence, clever 

arenas and three-minute matches 

made it a real rush. And boy was it 

quick: after a bout of this, real life 

seemed to move in slow motion.

Street Fighter II
1991 Arcade
Redefined our thinking when 

it came to how many buttons 

a game should need. It had 

six – for six ways to punch 

and kick your opponent, 

while pulling back on the stick 

made your character block. 

Favourite character? Blanka. 

Always weirdy green 

electrocuting Blanka… 

Streets Of Rage 2
1992 Mega Drive 
Great scrolling beat-’em-ups 

such as Final Fight ruled the 

arcades, but Sega out-did 

them all with this. A Mega 

Drive exclusive, Streets of 

Rage 2 had great characters 

and stunning music. Although 

a bit on the easy side, it was 

still so much fun that it stood 

up to repeat play.  

PUNCHY
Big guns are fun, but don’t neglect the purer pleasure of taking out baddies with a well-aimed fist…
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 WipEout
1995 PlayStation 
The PSone was the first console 

to blend real music into games, 

with Leftfield and the Chemical 

Brothers contributing tracks to 

WipEout’s stonking soundtrack. 

Cracking game music only 

added to the mix.

 Delta
1987 C64 
Not a mere collection of chip 

tracks, but an epic, 20-minute 

orchestral classic that pulsated 

and pumped as you blasted 

through the fantastic 2D 

shooter. If only coders had the 

time to do that these days. Sigh. 

 Hotline Miami
2012 PC 
You’d expect vicious guitar riffs 

on a visceral slaughter game 

like this, not minimalist 

electronica, but M.O.O.N’s 

Hydrogen and Crystals are 

particularly good at ramping up 

the top-down, retro tension.

 GTA III: Vice City
2002 PS2 
The ’80s setting and famous 

in-car radio mechanic gave 

Rockstar a chance to indulge  

its wildest getting-on-a-bit 

musical fantasies, including 

legendary tunes from Blondie, 

Iron Maiden and Kate Bush. 

GAMES FOR THRONES SOUND
TRACKS

And forever more, 
there will be certain 
tracks that make 
your thumbs twitch

 Super Stickman Golf
2011 iOS, Android 
A simple 2D golf game for mobiles, 

or so it begins. The courses soon 

turn into bizarre vertical mazes, 

challenging your knowledge of 

mathematics and physics more 

than your golf skills, with heaps of 

holes to play and all yours for the 

grand price of... nothing. 

 Canabalt
2009 iOS
One of the first examples of the 

‘endless runner’ genre that’s so 

popular on touchscreen devices, 

Canabalt doesn’t ask players to do 

anything more than jump at the 

right time. But its speed, style and 

lovely music combine to make it 

more than the sum of its parts. 

 Snake
1997 Nokia 
You played LA cop John W. Snake, 

seeing out his last few days before 

retirement… Not really. You were a 

snake. You wiggled around, chowing 

down on spritey treats but being 

careful not to munch your own 

body. It was the only mobile game 

for years, and we all loved it a bit.

Plague Inc
2012 iOS, Android 
A world-destruction sim, in 

which you try to infect all of 

humanity with a deadly virus, 

developing and evolving your 

strains before a cure is found. 

Charming, eh? But great fun 

and darkly amusing too. The 

necroa virus update makes it 

better still, adding zombies 

into the gruesome mix.

New Star Soccer
2012 iOS, Android
Unlike football management 

sims before it, this one centres 

on the progress of a single 

player – and actually requires 

hand-eye coordination. Start 

as a young buck in the lowest 

divisions before rising to 

international fame, picking up 

girlfriends, sponsors and gold 

chains along the way.

Even a busy professional can squeeze out some secret smartphone gaming
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 Metal Gear Solid 2
2002 PS2 
The MGS series sparked a whole 

generation of stealthy games. It 

pioneered the concept of sneaking 

about, creating distractions and 

generally playing while holding 

your breath, lest a stray touchpad 

alerted one of the guards that you 

needed to silently dispatch.

 Alone In The Dark
1992 PC  
One of the earliest examples of the 

genre that we would soon come to 

know as ‘survival horror’, Alone In 

The Dark dumped you in a gloomy, 

Lovecraftian mansion to work out 

the mystery of its owner’s demise. 

Looks simple now; at the time it 

was impressively immersive.  

 Dead Space
2008 PC, PS3, Xbox 360 
The survival horror concept once 

again, only this time updated with 

a yet more realistic depiction of 

entrails, thanks to the power of 

Xbox 360 and PS3. A deeply 

ominous sci-fi setting, nerve-

shredding pace and terrifying 

creature design made it a huge hit. 

 Flower
2009 PS3 
A bonkers concept in which 

you play the wind. Controller 

movements direct the wind 

force, allowing you to blow 

flower petals around its sun-

drenched worlds. Mad, yes,  

but emotionally charged, too.  

 Little Computer 
People
1985 C64 
A precursor to the likes of The 

Sims, in which you carelessly 

toyed with the emotions of a 

little person who lived inside an 

8-bit doll’s house. Not really a 

game, but interesting anyway. 

 Pikmin
2002 Gamecube 
Had a Teletubbies-meets-

Lemmings vibe, with players 

controlling brightly coloured 

plant creatures that bounced 

about a leafy planet, being 

heartlessly sacrificed in order 

to collect spaceship parts.

 Papers, Please
2013 PC, Mac
One of the new wave of cerebral 

indie titles, you play the role of a 

struggling immigration officer 

deciding who may pass into the 

fictional nation of Arstotzka. 

Who knew an admin simulator 

could be quite so compelling?

Resident Evil
1996 PlayStation 
Really quite terrifying here 

and there, Resident Evil was 

the master of the sudden 

shock. Zombie dogs crashing 

through windows, that sort of 

thing. It was given a B-Movie 

feel thanks to the bizarre 

hammy dialogue, but that just 

made it all the more loveable. 

Until the nightmares came.

NERVE SHREDDING
Because turning off the lights and scaring yourself stupid is always great fun

TEMPLATE 
BREAKERS

Beat up the baddies 
and save the girl? 
Not these genre-
defying oddballs…

Silent Hill
1999 PlayStation
About as near to the X-Files 

as a video game ever got (the 

official X-Files games were 

rubbish), this diguised the 

limited PlayStation hardware 

by hiding nasties in fog and 

down dark corridors. It also 

used sound for atmosphere, 

with pained moans pervading 

its miserable locations. 
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FLYING CLIMBING
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 Red Baron 3D
1997 PC
Took us all the way back to WWI  

to enjoy battling at the controls  

of such early flying beasts as the 

Sopwith Pup and Camel, including 

a memorable and rather shocking 

feature that had the pilot slowly 

bleeding to death should an enemy 

bullet pierce the flimsy fuselage. 

 IL-2 Sturmovik
2001 PC 
This realistic WWII flight sim was 

hard but satisfying: tricky takeoffs, 

lenthy flights to the battle, lethal 

bombing runs and dogfights –  

and if you survived, you had to fly 

home. The online multiplayer was 

well ahead of its time, influencing 

modern sims such as War Thunder.

 Desert Strike
1992 Mega Drive 
This one got around the Mega 

Drive’s lack of 3D power by using 

2D isometric backgrounds for 

game maps, with only the chopper 

rotating in 3D. It worked well, and  

a variety of mission objectives – 

from strafing Scuds to airlifting 

freed hostages – kept it fun.

 Shadow Of The Colossus
2006 PS2
Bordering on the original, you, 

as a humble little man, wander 

alone and confused for ages 

until happening upon an 

enormous monster. Which of 

course you then climb up and 

attempt to kill with a sword. 

 Prince Of Persia
1990 Amiga, Atari ST 
Introduced sword fighting to 

the world of platform games, 

with the player navigating 

spikey death pit things and 

pulling off difficult leaps – in 

order to get skewered with  

a sword on the other side.

 Tomb Raider
1995 Sega Saturn, PS1
The firstTomb Raider may have 

had a preposterously pneumatic 

Lara Croft, but it also had lots of 

exploration, proper puzzles and 

a mythical cheat code, said to 

make Lara’s clothes fall off (in 

reality, it caused her to explode).

 Donkey Kong
1980 Arcade
The debut performance of  

a certain platform-jumping 

plumber required fiendish 

timing and precision. It’s 

amazing that so many people 

pumped so much change into  

a game that was so difficult.

 Hours of flight lessons with the chance of nausea and death, or gaming from your sofa? 
Because nothing 
quite beats dodging 
a fireball with a well-
timed ladder grab…

Star Wars: TIE 
Fighter
1994 PC 

One of the few Star Wars 

games to get it right, TIE 

Fighter let us dogfight and 

strafe space stations, with 

the fighter's power increasing 

as new weapons were earned. 

All in a post-Empire Strikes 

Back universe, with the 

proper music and everything. 

Starwing
1993 SNES
One of the weaknesses of 

the 16-bit consoles was 

solved by Starwing (aka Star 

Fox), which stuck a stripped-

down graphics card into its 

cartridge, bringing proper 3D 

gaming to the SNES. And it 

was a cracker, combining 

aerial combat with Nintendo’s 

typical polish and style. 



WAIT! YOU’VE FORGOTTEN…THE TOP 
FIVE
So far we’ve ducked the 
thorny issue of picking 
winners. Here's our 
updated-for-2013 list 
of the five best ever…
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Even after 57 hours of pub debate, there were still games we couldn’t squeeze in

 Fallout 3
2007 PS3, Xbox 360, PC
The best games stay with you 

long after they’ve finished; we’ll 

still be reliving scenes from Fallout 3 

on our death bed. Why? Because 

for 130-odd hours of gaming, the 

Capital Wasteland was more real, 

more urgent and more intense to 

us than anything going on in real 

life. We still miss it. 

 Sonic The Hedgehog
1991 Mega Drive
So good we barely touched the 

copy of Altered Beast that came 

with our Mega Drive, Sonic’s 

mind-bending loop-the-loops 

and pinball speed were 

revolutionary. Even now, the 

‘running out of air’ music from the 

Labryinth Zone makes us feel 

decidedly anxious. 

 Halo 2
2004 Xbox
Halo 2 took everything  

that was great about the first 

iteration and turned it up to 11,  

with dual-wielding and kick-ass 

weapons like the energy sword 

making their debut. Coupled with 

the unbelievably addictive (not to 

mention groundbreaking) online 

experience, it was untouchable.

 Wing Commander
1990 PC
“Every image on this box was 

taken from the game!” promised 

Wing Commander’s packaging. 

Our young minds were blown  

by the graphics. But it was the 

space dogfights and compelling 

storyline – with branching 

missions! – that turned the  

game into an obsession.

 Mass Effect 2
2010 Xbox 360
The perfect mix of epic  

gun battles, exploring beautifully 

realised alien worlds and, of 

course, Miranda. We discovered 

it six weeks before our final-year 

dissertation was due to be handed 

in and it nearly cost us our degree. 

Several years later we can still 

remember the game.

 Xenon 2: Megablast
1989 Amiga
Megablast blew us away - not 

just because of its frenetic 

shooteering, nor even because it 

had a power-up shop run by a 

dressed-down Predator. No, it 

was the ‘real’ music: a two-

minute Bomb The Bass loop with 

synthesized speech. In 1989,  

we couldn’t believe our ears.

 Super Monaco GP 

1991 Mega Drive
Back in the ’90s the awesome 

Super Monaco career mode let 

you challenge rivals and replace 

them at their team if you beat 

them. Every F1 game since has 

been too precious over the 

licence; tried too hard to be 

realistic and challenging to  

be actual fun. 

 Star Wars: Knights  
Of The Old Republic
2003 PC, Mac, Xbox
An epic RPG set thousands of 

years before Hayden 

Christensen and George Lucas 

ruined Star Wars. Quickly decide 

between light side or dark and 

get on to the more crucial task  

of customising your lightsaber. 

Now on iPad, too. 

 Super Mario 64 
1997 Nintendo 64
Mario 64 was the first game we 

played that essentially turned the 

level select menu  

into part of the game, like a very 

primitive open-world sandbox.  

we spent hours leaping up and  

down the castle’s steps before  

we realised that the doors led to 

actual levels. What idiots.

1       Half-Life 2
2004 PC 

Here, graphics reached  

a point where they were 

good enough. Believable 

enough. Real enough. The 

physics engine was equally 

bang-on. But the ultimate 

reason why HL2 remains 

at the top of this list is 

simply that it plays better 

than any other game ever. 

2  Legend  
Of Zelda: 

Ocarina Of Time
1998 N64
The transition of big-name 

game franchises to 3D was 

no picnic, but Nintendo 

consistently aced it, with 

the likes of this and, of 

course, Super Mario 3D. 

3  Super Mario 
Bros

1985 NES 
Invented a feel and style 

that would last until… Well, 

we’re still playing remakes 

that use the exact same 

elements on 3DS right 

now. Simple, fast and as 

complex as you wanted it.

4  Doom
1993 PC 

It mastered POV, but also 

brought an arcade-like thrill 

and speed to the rather 

austere, serious world of 

PC gaming. Plus it was a 

generation’s excuse to buy 

their first ever desktop.

5  GTA V
2013 PS3, X360 

GTA keeps getting bigger, 

nastier, funnier and better. 

And by squeezing such 

power from ‘old’ consoles,  

it gives many of us an 

excuse to delay upgrading.
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CONSIDER THIS...
Outsource it If you can’t 

distinguish between a 

motherboard and a graphics 

card, you should avoid 

assembling the PC yourself. You 

can buy all that you need and 

go to your local computer shop 

to get it assembled for a fee.

Do it yourself You’re brave, 

and you want to get your hands 

dirty(electrocuted). We 

suggest you check some online 

guides before you kill yourself 

or set fire to your house.

Do it online Head over to 

assembleyourpc.net and fill in 

your specs. It’ll do everything.

ULTIMATE GAMING
With the recent entry of the two consoles, the world of 
gaming is in a frenzy. But true gaming, we believe, is done 
on the PC. Here’s all you need to game in glorious 4K

The Gaming Cabinet The first 

thing you should buy is a sexy 

gaming cabinet. And by sexy, we 

mean something on the lines of 

the brilliant Zebronics Shield. It is 

stunning and costs 4900.

CPU The CPU depends on how 

much money you’re willing to part 

with. But for a good gaming 

experience, an Intel Core i5 4670K 

chipset is a must. You can get an i7 

as well, which would be better.

Motherboard Now this is a bit 

tricky. You should check the power 

rating and the size of the 

motherboard to ensure you don’t 

end up with an expensive but 

busted circuit. The Gigabyte G1 

Sniper Z87 works well for us and 

requires a PSU of 650W.

 

Memory The RAM generally does 

not play that much of a role in the 

performance of a game. But we 

recommend you get atleast 8GBs of 

it for a snappy system. The Corsair 

1600MHz Vengeance ( 4000 / 

corsair.com)  series does well. 

Cooler Your rig will require cooling. 

There are a bunch of liquid coolers 

in the market, but the Corsair H60 

2013 ( 5500 / ebay.in) is one of 

the best.

BETA 
YOURSELF

106 / StuffIndia / March 2014
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LEVEL
UP WITH...

GRAPHICS CARD KEYBOARD MOUSE
You thought we forgot about 

the graphics card, didn’t you? 

Well, we didn’t. The graphics 

card is the main bit required for 

a serene gaming experience. 

There are literally thousands of 

graphics cards in the market, 

but only a few will give you 

flawless 4K gaming, now and in 

the future. One such card is the 

GeForce GTX 780 Ti. It will cost 

you 59,000 but allow you to 

play your games in 4K. If you 

can’t afford this beauty, you 

could go in for the AMD Radeon 

ASUS R9290X-DC2OC-4GD5 

that retails for 52,000. We 

suggest you search for these 

online for a cheaper price.

Your gaming rig won’t be 

complete without a proper 

gaming keyboard. The Logitech 

G19S allows you to program 12 

‘G-keys’ to configure 36 

functions across three different 

modes. You can also customise 

your backlight and assign a 

colour to each profile you make. 

The best part about the G19S is 

the GamePanel LCD that gives 

you real-time game stats and 

system information. The G19S 

costs 18,995. The Mad Catz 

S.T.R.I.K.E 3 is slightly cheaper 

than the G19, but does the job. 

There are lesser keyboards too, 

in case your pocket has taken a 

mighty hit.

To get those headshots and kill 

quickly and efficiently, you 

need a killer mouse. The choice 

is vast, but we like the Mad Catz 

Rat 9 or the Rat M ( 12,990 / 

origingames.in). The Rat M can 

be adjusted to suit the length of 

your palm and the positioning 

of your thumb on it. You can 

also customise the weight and 

program the six buttons on it. A 

cheaper alternative would be 

the Logitech G602 ( 6495 / 

gaming.logitech.com). You  

won’t get to adjust the size  

or anything, but it has 11 

programmable controls. After 

countless headshots and kills, 

we say it is bloody brilliant. 

  MONITOR
DELL ULTRASHARP 
UP3214Q
from US$1400 / dell.com
These 60Hz USB3.0 
monitors are currently for 
sale only in the US. So we 
will have to wait a bit, 
unless you have a 4K TV  
of course. Dell says a 28in 
version for less that 
US$1000 is on its way, 
bringing 4K gaming just 
about within the reach of 
the masses. Assuming the 
masses save up a fair bit.

 HEADPHONES 
RAZER KRAKEN 7.1

9600 / ebay.in
Playing a game without 
sound is like chugging a 
warm beer. It is still beer, 
but it is not how it is meant 
to be, you get the point? 
The Kraken 7.1 has a 7.1 
virtual surround-sound 
engine and a microphone 
for all your online 
communication needs. 
Razer also promises a lot 
of comfort over long hours 
of gaming. Brilliant.

SIMULATOR 
G27 RACING WHEEL  

34,995 /  
gaming.logitech.com
This can come as a later 
update, but if you’ve got 
the cash to splash and like 
to drive around like a mad 
man in the virtual world, 
we suggest you get this. 
Built from stainless steel 
and covered in real leather, 
the G27 offers Helical 
Gearing and a freakishly 
real force feedback from 
the wheel.
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● Take a test shot if you want 

to check foreground details  

and silhouettes. Also locate 

Polaris, the North Star, if you 

want circular trails or to get the 

stars moving in a certain path 

across the frame.

● Take a set of 30-second 

exposures until you’ve got at 

least 100, then use software 

such as DeepSkyStacker 

(deepskystacker.free.fr) to 

merge all the shots into one. Or, 

if you’re feeling brave, import 

them all as Photoshop layers 

and experiment with blending.

● You’ll need a fully charged 

camera, a steady tripod and  

a clear night. Check a site  

such as accuweather.com for 

cloud cover, and avoid heavy 

light pollution or a full moon.  

A remote shutter release – 

whether wired or wireless  

– is also a good idea.

● Set your camera up on the 

tripod with a wide aperture  

and ensure it’s focused to 

infinity. You’ll probably need 

around ISO 1600 unless you’ve 

got a particularly wide aperture 

available (f1.8 or lower).

Everyone finds March boring – it’s neither here nor there and lacking 
in fun. And you’ve got no money. So beat the blues with one of these 
geek projects – they’re guaranteed to give you a new lease of life

Long winter nights are great for taking 
multiple-exposure shots of celestial 
bodies. That and rumpy pumpy

SHOOT A STAR TRAIL

March 2014 / StuffIndia / 109

03.14 | PROJECTS

March 2014 / StuffIndia / 109



110 / StuffIndia / March 2014110 / StuffIndia / March 2014

PROJECTS | 03.14

So you can nail a note-perfect Happy 
Birthday on the glass harp… Now 
take your skills to the next level

You’re already pretty smart – you’re 
reading Stuff, after all. But these web 
tools will free up extra mind-RAM

UNLOCK YOUR 
MUSICAL 
GENIUS

UPGRADE YOUR BRAIN

32

GUITAR 101 

PLAY WITH YOUR MUSIC

PLAY A MEDITATIVE 
PUZZLER

GET LOCATION-
BASED REMINDERS

RECOVER FROM 
BROWSER CRASHES

BOOST YOUR 
CONCENTRATION   

Stop searching for guitar lessons on YouTube 

and download this app. It gives you the best 

collection of guitar lesson videos from 

YouTube and does it for free, sans the hassle 

of searching. The app is for beginners only, so 

do not expect Slash-like outcome. But we 

guarantee you’d finally impress the chick you 

first took up learning guitar for. Some avid 

Stuff staffers have already progressed  a lot.

free / iOS

If your musical heroes are more Brian Eno 

than Brian Molko, sign up for this free online 

audio engineering course. Designed by the 

Peer 2 Peer University, MIT’s Media Lab and 

New York University, it lasts for six weeks, 

puts you into a group of 30-40 ‘cohorts’ and 

shows you how to mix songs using software 

from Soundation.com. Best get a shift on 

though – the next course starts soon.   

free / playwithyourmusic.org

Brain-training games can feel 

like school lessons, but Strata 

(from 184, iOS/Android) 

teases your grey matter with 

more subtlety. Weaving ribbons 

to the sound of piano feedback 

might not sound much like fun, 

but trust us – no other game is 

so beautifully infuriating.

The Any.do app ( free, iOS/

Android) lets you make 

location-based alarms for your 

to-do list. Need to collect that 

Game Of Thrones cosplay 

outfit on the way home from 

work? Set a reminder to go off 

as you leave the office and your 

phone’s GPS will do the rest.

Browsers love nothing more 

than imploding just as you’ve 

finished a thesis-length online 

form. Install the Lazarus: Form 

Recovery extension (for Firefox 

and Chrome) and it’ll keep a 

record of everything you’ve 

typed so you can paste it back in.  

Working can be hard with the 

internet in your peripheral vision, 

waving its arms like a crazed 

Grumpy Cat. Get it under control 

with the free Chrome extension 

StayFocusd, which lets you set 

time limits for using addictive 

sites before blocking them.
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More fun than 
making those 
DIY shelves

...OR 
BUILD 
THESE

4 5

LOMOGRAPHY 
KONSTRUKTOR 

LITTLE BITS 
SYNTH KIT 

Laser pointers are the jetski of tech: only used by idiots 
and really annoying. So rip one to bits and nab its precious 
lens to make a smartphone-powered microscope instead

MAKE A CAMPHONE MICROSCOPE

The Lomography 

Konstruktor Do-It-

Yourself 35mm 

Film SLR Camera 

Kit provides you 

with all of the 

components 

needed to build 

your own fully-

functioning 

camera.

2290 / 

photovatika.com

Channel your Lego 

passion by building 

a Korg-style 

modular synth. 

This kit includes a 

filter, micro 

sequencer, delay, 

synth speaker and 

many other parts 

that’ll make for a 

‘fun-ductional’ 

Sunday project.

US$160 / 

littlebits.cc

● And now, nano! Well, not quite 

nano. Line up your phone camera 

with your embedded laser focus 

lens, then use the wing nuts to 

bring whatever you’re trying to 

scope into focus: plants, food, 

coins, etc. This will drive your 

phone slightly mad, as it tries to 

focus through the powerful 

lens. Ha! Work up a sweat, 

phone! Once it gets it sharp, you 

can take beautiful stills, or even 

time-lapse videos (try the 

Lapse It app) of a leaf degrading 

or some such. Experiment! 

Thanks to, and full instructions 

at, Instructables: bit.ly/stfscope

● So, that rig then... Simple. Bit 

of wood for the base. Front two 

bolts hosting your focus tray 

(with wing nuts to raise and 

lower it). And a main platform  

on top, secured with nuts on  

to all three bolts, into which  

we embed the laser focus lens, 

and on to which we place the 

smartphone, with camera lens 

in line with the microscope lens.

● Tips for success: You can buy 

sheets of perspex on eBay. One 

A4 bit ought to be enough but 

they’re not expensive, so get 

two if you’re apt to be clumsy 

with the hacksaw. When you 

come to drill the hole for your 

lens, you’ll no doubt find that  

its diameter is exactly between 

two bit sizes. Use a circular file  

to widen it, or carefully overlap 

some tape around the edges of 

your hole if it’s too big. Or, if 

you’re brave, Super Glue or resin.

Ingredients

3 x 10mm M6 bolts

5 x broad M6 washers 

11 x M6 nuts

2 x M6 wing nuts

1 x A4, 3mm perspex

1 x A4, 10mm hard wood 

Wet and dry paper, assorted

Drill, with wood and general bits

Hacksaw or, better, a jigsaw

A laser pointer/pen thingy

● Lens be having you! (Sorry.)

Hidden inside your laser pointer 

is the powerful lens that focuses 

the beam. You might find you 

can just pull the thing to bits and 

unscrew the lens. Or you might 

have to rip it open using pliers. 

The latter is way more fun. 

● Build a rig? You don’t have to. 

You could tape the lens to your 

cameraphone, but things at the 

micro level get pretty wobbly. 

Better to build a stand, hmm?
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Q  KINDLE-TERNATIVE 

I’ve got a bunch of digital 

books in the ePub format and 

I’m looking for an e-reader  

with which they’re compatible. 

Kindles don’t support ePub, so 

what tablet should I go for? 

Faramroz Sodawaterbottlewalla

A There’s one standout 

candidate screaming your 

name, Faram – the Nook Simple 

Touch GlowLight ( 9000, ebay.

in). It has a 6in display, supports 

ePub and has enough room for 

1000 books. Also try the 11,999 

Kobo Arc, which is also ePub-

friendly. Read away. 

Q  NEXT-GEN NETBOOK
My 5-year-old netbook is 

now so slow, web browsing on  

a ZX Spectrum would be quicker. 

I need a new one, but they don’t 

seem to be available any more. 

My budget is 30,000 and I need 

something small and light for web, 

email and word processing. Help!

Hiren Patel

A Ah, netbooks –that brings 

back memories, Hiren. 

Tablets ate the netbook’s lunch  

years ago, but their spiritual 

successors are Chromebooks. 

Our favourite is the new 22,999 

Acer C720, which you can read 

about on p78. If you’re nervous 

about the browser–based 

Chrome OS, though, check out 

the Asus Transformer Book 

T100. It’s a little over budget  

at 34,099, but runs Windows  

8.1 and is a nifty laptop- 

tablet hybrid. 

Q  SNAPPIER SNAPS
I recently came into a little 

money so I’d like to get a bit more 

serious about my photography. 

I’ve got a budget of around 2 lac 

to spend – what’s the best 

camera I can get for the money, 

Gadget Doctor? 

Andrew Alphanso

A It’s the old size 

versus quality 

debate, Andrew. If you 

want the best shots for 

your buck, go for a Canon 

70D with 15-85mm and 

70-300mm lenses. 

That’ll come to around  

2 lac. But if you want 

something smaller that 

still performs like a pro, 

snap up (sorry) the 

brilliant Olympus OM-D 

E-M1 with a 12-40mm 

lens ( 1,05,000, 

olympus-imaging.co.in).

 

Q  TELLY MISSION
I’m looking to buy a 55in 

telly, and might even  

be prepared to go a bit bigger. 

There seem to be a lot available 

around the 1.50 lac mark. Which 

one shall I get? Would you advise 

spending more for better value?

Harshal Chandok

A First things first, Harsh – 

work out how far you’ll  

be from the screen. For a 55in 

display, the ideal viewing distance 

is 7-8ft. If that sounds about 

right for you, we’d look at 

spending slightly more on a good 

55in set. There are 

some crackers for 1.55 

lac, such as Sony’s 

KDL-55W800A LED. If 

you really want to go 

bigger, plasmas are on 

their way out, so tend to 

be a good source of big 

screen value. 

Samsung’s PS51F5500, 

for example, looks a 

bargain at 80,500 

(samsung.com/in).      

Q  BIRTHDAY 
PROJECT

My girlfriend promised 

me a projector for my 

birthday with a budget 

of 65,000. I’ve compared specs 

for weeks, but can’t decide what 

to go for. Help?

Lalit Mahajan

A We’re as green as this text 

with envy about your 

girlfriend’s offer, Lalit, but we 

certainly can offer some pointers. 

The best budget projector for 

small rooms is BenQ’s W750 

( 60,000, benq.co.in). If you can 

throw in a few extra, try the same 

company’s W1070 ( 1 lac). It has 

a ‘short throw’ ratio, and a bright, 

punchy picture. Happy Birthday.
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BlackBerry Q10
The Q10 is the BlackBerry the QWERTY faithful have been waiting for. Its combination 

of a great little screen, lovely big keyboard and lots of grunt makes it a productivity 

powerhouse. The Q5 is cheaper but also plasticky and underpowered.

LG G2
No, your eyes aren’t deceiving you: that really is an LG smartphone atop this most 

prestigious of lists. And deservedly so – the G2 is the best phone we’ve ever 

used. Its 5.2in, 1080p screen is razor sharp, with superb viewing angles and inky 

blacks; its quad-core Snapdragon 800 processor handles demanding tasks with 

nonchalant ease; its 13MP camera takes amazing photos… All that, and its battery 

just keeps going on. How did they do it? No idea. But we’re very glad that they did.

STUFF SAYS
Samsung! HTC! Sony! Your 
boys just took one hell of  
a beating… Because the LG 
G2 is the best phone ever 
from 41,500 ★★★★★
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116 SMARTPHONES

BEST FOR
WORKAHOLICS

35,999
★★★★✩

(In association with)

Google Nexus 5
Delivering top-end spec at a mid-range price, the new Nexus has a bigger 4.95in 

screen, faster processor and a satisfactory 8MP snapper. But the biggest 

improvement is its chocolatey-smooth Android KitKat 4.4 OS. Astounding value.

BEST FOR
PRICE TAG

from 
28,999

★★★★★

HTC One (dual-sim)
The HTC’s reign at the head of this Top 10 is over, but that doesn’t make it a bad 

phone. In fact it’s brilliant. And, by now the Android 4.3/Sense 5.5 update should’ve hit 

home with a load of new goodies. Also, it’s now available only in its dual-sim avatar.

41,499 
★★★★★

BEST FOR
PREMIUM 
DESIGN

Apple iPhone 5s
A curious blend of tried-and-tested – 4in screen, design, huge cost – with new-and-

exciting features like a 64-bit processor, fingerprint-sensing home button and iOS 7. 

What it adds up to is an easy purchase for most… but we’re ready for iPhone 6.

BEST FOR
APPLE FANS

from
53,500

★★★★★

Samsung Galaxy S4
The S4 is like a Deep Fill sandwich of tech: a 5in 1080p screen, 13MP camera and a 

quick quad-core processor. But once the novelty of tasty fillings such as Air Gestures 

and Smart Scroll wear off, you’ll long for the handmade panini taste of the HTC One.

40,690 
★★★★★

BEST FOR
FEATURE
FANS

Sony Xperia Z1
Like an otter, the Z1 is sleek, powerful and waterproof. Unlike an otter, it’s only 

waterproof to 1.5m. Like an otter, it’s a quick mover, with a fast processor and 

reasonably quick Android build. Unlike an otter, the Z1 is good at taking pictures.

BEST FOR
SNORKELLERS

41,990
★★★★★

Oppo N1
Our favourite Android phablet comes from a small Chinese company with a penchant 

for innovation and good ideas. The Oppo N1 gives you a flipping camera for better 

selfies, two OS options and a whole lot of smartphone satisfaction.

39,990
★★★★★

BEST FOR
GIANT PHONE 
FUN

47,399
★★★★✩

BEST FOR
WINDOWS 
PHONE FANS

Nokia Lumia 1520
Nokia has a new flagship, and it’s finally the scorcher that Windows Phone 8 desperately 

needed. Its 6in full HD screen is nothing short of glorious, while the 2.2GHz Qualcomm 

Snapdragon processor helps it take flight. It’s a pity then, that WP8 is still a bit flawed.

Motorola Moto G
Lenovo’s latest acquisition follows Google’s old plans and finally returns to India. The 

Moto G costs a mere 12,499, yet has a distinctly non-budget 4.5in 720p screen and 

quad-core processor. The camera and internal memory are paltry, though.

from 
12,499 

★★★★★

BEST FOR
RECESSION 
BUSTING

HOTHO

BUY

NEW

NEW



BEST FOR
VALUE AND 
PERFORMANCE

BEST FOR
FANS OF THE 
SMALL-BIG TAB

Amazon Kindle Fire HD
With its 7in, 1280x800 screen, fast processor and ace speakers, the Fire is a great-

value media muncher. But wait! The new Fire HDX, available in 7in and 8.9in varieties, 

has a sharper screen and more power.

Lenovo ThinkPad Tablet 2
You’re a high flyer. You have work to do and neither iOS or Android has the oomph. You 

need the Windows 8 Pro-running Tablet 2. It lasts all day, is powerful enough for full-fat 

desktop software and with the keyboard dock it’s an ultraportable laptop.

Asus FonePad
Shut the front door! Where’s the Nexus 7 gone? Fickle as ever, we’ve decided we like 

this DNA-sharing FonePad more. Same size and 7in screen as the Nexus, but comes 

with Intel inside, 3G and a microSD slot for the same price. Not as classy, mind you.

Samsung Galaxy Tab 3 (8.0)
Samsung makes a triumphant return to the Top 10 with the 8in variant ofthe Tab 3. It 

trumps some of the others here by virtue of its excellent 1280x800 pixel screen, 

5MP back camera and ease of use.

Apple iPad Air
The more things change, the more they stay the same. As the addition of the 

‘Air’ moniker implies, the iPad’s been slimmed down on the outside and beefed 

up on the inside, while retaining all the other goodies that made previous 

versions great. So it now rocks the 64-bit A7 chip and M7 motion coprocessor 

that debuted with the iPhone 5s, while keeping the gorgeous screen, quality 

build and abundance of tablet-optimised apps that first won our hearts.

BEST FOR
USER-FRIENDLY
CONSUMPTION

STUFF SAYS
Now thinner, lighter and 
more powerful than ever,  
the iPad Air is a beautiful 
sliver of gadget heaven 
from 35,900 ★★★★★

50,000 
★★★★✩

15,999 
★★★★★

from 
21,599 

★★★★★

from 
11,999 

★★★★✩
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BEST FOR
DESKTOP 
VERSATILITY

1
TABLETS 117

10

(In association with)

Sony Xperia Tablet Z
Sony just refuses to play by the rules. Stretching its stylish Xperia Z smartphone out 

to 10in should have made it thicker, but it hasn’t; less crisply screened, but it isn’t; and 

not waterproof, but it is. The price for this extreme engineering, however, is high.   

46,990
★★★★✩

BEST FOR
BATH-BASED 
TABLET FUN

Google Nexus 7 (2013)
It’s finally here. The super-screened Nexus 7(2013) is an upgrade over the 2013 

variant in many ways, including the Full HD screen, Snapdragon processor and stock 

Android glory. The 2012 variant can be had at bargain prices, though.

BEST FOR
MOVIE-FIEND 
ANDROID FANS

from 
20,999

★★★★★

Microsoft Surface Pro 2
The hardware boys and girls at Megahard do try awfully hard. But it’s taken a second 

iteration of the Surface Pro for us to raise a languid eyebrow. Improved ergonomics 

and a battery-saving Haswell processor finally make the superslate a worthy buy.

BEST FOR
SUITED ROAD 
WARRIORS

from 
75,000*

★★★★★

Asus Transformer Book T100
This 10.1in tab-and-dock combo has enough grunt to run full Win 8.1 thanks to Intel’s 

new Baytrail CPU. The 1366x768 screen is a good’un, with crisp text, great contrast 

and colours that pop, while dual-band Wi-Fi and a day-long battery are also welcome.

from 
34,099 

★★★★★

BEST FOR
DESKTOP 
VERSATILITY

HOTHO

BUY

BEST FOR
CREATIVITY  
ON THE MOVE

Apple iPad Mini With Retina Display
Apple’s baby tab has been in for a nip and a tuck and emerged with a youthful-looking 

2048x1536 screen. The flawless build quality, creativity-friendly 7.9in form and oodles 

of tablet-optimised apps remain; only a few colour inaccuracies keep it behind the Air.

from 
28,900 

★★★★★

NEW



X-MINITM MAX II CAPSULE SPEAKERSTM

The new UNO and MAX are the first products of 

the X-miniTM Capsule SpeakerTM series to feature 

new ceramic drivers which deliver clearer and 

crisper sounds than ever before.  

The UNO and MAX retain all the outstanding 

features of the award-winning X-miniTM Capsule 

SpeakerTM range but up the ante by offering sound 

quality that no other portable speaker can rival.

For superior stereo sound

INTRODUCING THE NEW CERAMIC DRIVER

crisp

Available in 6 colours

Available in 3 colours

Distributed by
Bling Accessories Pvt. Ltd 

Contact : sales@blingaccessories.in

3.5mm Audio Jack compatible with multiple devices



Focal XS Book
Can a computer ever be a proper hi-fi substitute? It can if kitted out with these premium 

40W desktop speakers. If the new wireless version – due out soon – doesn’t interest 

you, you might well see a nice price drop on this existing model.

Geneva Model M
An iAudiophile’s dream, the Model M pumps out serious sound of the kind you’d expect 

from a separates system, although iPhone 5 users will have to go for wireless docks – 

such as the ultra-portable Model XS ( 14,990), which streams via Bluetooth.

Bowers & Wilkins Z2
The baby of B&W’s AirPlay range is a little belter, and it adds a proper Lightning dock to 

Apple’s wireless tech. It’ll easily fill a small to medium-sized room with chunky bass, 

punchy beats and lovely, clear vocals. You’ll buy it for the look, but love it for the sound.

Harman Kardon Soundsticks Wireless
This iconic design is over a decade old and yet it still never fails to make jaws touch the 

floor. A permanent installation in the Museum of Modern Art, it’s truly stunning. Sounds 

fantastic too and now with Bluetooth skills, streaming music to it is a doddle.

Denon CEOL Piccolo
A diminutive standard-bearer for next-gen micro hi-fi, the Denon’s got a control app, and 

it’ll stream your own tunes, right up to 24-bit. The dock’s 30-pin, but who cares when 

you’ve also got AirPlay? Add Q Acoustics 2020i speakers for awesome sound.

Cambridge Audio Stream Magic 6
Our favourite music streamer is only kept from the top spot by the brilliant flexibility  

of the full Sonos system; as a single player, we’d go for this every time. Team it with the 

Azur 651A amp, feed it high-resolution 24-bit tunes and you’ll never look back.

Bose SoundTouch 20
All this time, if you wanted a true multi-room system, you had no choice but to go 

the Sonos way. It look long enough, but we finally have an option, and one that you 

can buy at your friendly neighbourhood mall with zero effort. The Bose 

SoundTouch system wirelessly connects with your computer or NAS device and 

streams directly using your home’s Wi-Fi network. Multiple SoundTouch devices 

mean you can control what you want playing in which room. We love it.

BEST FOR
VERSATILITY 
AND VALUE

BEST FOR
A DESKTOP 
HI-FI UPGRADE

STUFF SAYS
Infinite music in every  
room without the need  
for custom installers?  
Sign us up now, please

32,513 ★★★★★  

54,990
★★★★★

69,700
★★★★★

49,900 
★★★★★

31,500
★★★★★

15,990 
★★★★★

29,999 
★★★★★

10
9
8
7
6
5
4
3
2

1

Onkyo CR-N755
This Onkyo is about as cutting-edge as micro hi-fi gets, being the first with built-in 

access to internet radio. You can also stream your own tunes wirelessly or via USB, listen 

to FM and even play CDs. Audio quality is equally impressive.

32,000
★★★★★

HI-FI & MUSIC STREAMING 119
(In association with)

Cambridge Audio Minx Air 200
It may not immediately attract the eye, but the Minx Air 200 certainly attracts the ear, 

especially when chucking out tunes at maximum volume, which is very loud indeed. 

With Bluetooth, AirPlay, RCA and aux-in, it’s a crowd-pleaser with its connections, too.

39,500
★★★★★

HOTHO

BUY

Naim UnitiQute 2
Awarded ‘Best Music System’ by our friends at What Hi-Fi? Sound And Vision, this 

punchy little system delivers a superb performance. With streaming smarts and 

internet radio, it’s highly capable. Just don’t feed it low-quality music.

BEST FOR
TOP SOUND 
QUALITY

1,25,000
★★★★★



Bose AE2w
We’re not going to pretend that the protruding Bluetooth module isn’t a rather ugly 

touch, but what’s most important is that these Bose headphones deliver wireless 

sound of superb quality. We’ll put up with looking a wee bit daft for musical magic.

19,013 
★★★★★

BEST FOR
GREAT SOUND 
WITH NO WIRES

120 HEADPHONES
(In association with)

Focal Spirit One 

French speaker company Focal has hit the nail on the head with its first-ever set of 

headphones. Beautifully made and superbly stylish with aircraft-grade aluminium,  

the real success is the sound – all natural detail and punch, especially on heftier tracks.

Sennheiser Momentum 

Classily styled, cushion-comfortable and smooth-sounding, the Momentums are the 

perfect pair of over-ears for the dapper man about town. New! An On-Ear version – 

smaller, cheaper at 14,990, and available in pink, blue, green and, um,  ivory/brown.

PSB M4U2
Yes, the M4U2s have got great noise-cancelling, but that’s only half the story.  

Using the built-in amp produces a sound that’s almost unbelievably punchy, clean and 

exciting. They might be a bit heavy, but that audio quality really is worth the weight.

Sennheiser MM 450-X
With hi-fi quality aptX Bluetooth, noise-cancelling, great sound and a mic for use with 

smartphones, the awesomely portable MM 450-X cans might be the only pair of 

headphones you ever need. Now we’re just hoping the next iPhone has aptX built in.

Logitech Ultimate Ears 900
Okay, these in-ears cost as much as your average flagship smartphone. Okay, they’re 

rather tiny and you might feel stupid paying that kind of money for so little. But thanks to 

quad-armature drivers, these are the most detailed in-ears we’ve ever heard. No kidding.

Bowers & Wilkins P3
Superb sound and a solid and achingly stylish design make these the best portable 

on-ears around. The fact that two cables come in the box – one with a mic and 

remote for iPhones, one without – only sweetens the already candy floss-like deal.

AKG K451
They’ve actually been around a little while now, but what’s put the K451 on-ears 

back on to our radar is a real world price of about 4999. For that money they’re 

unbeatable – awesomely agile and punchy sound wrapped up in a subtly stylish 

and foldable design. Add both standard and three-button control cables for 

maximising compatibility and there’s practically no excuse for not getting 

brilliant sound from your phone.

BEST FOR
QUALITY AND 
STYLE IN ONE

BEST FOR
SHUTTING OUT 
THE WORLD 

STUFF SAYS
Fantastic sound and great 
portability at an almost 
unbeatable price. The 
perfect PMP upgrade

4999 ★★★★★  

34,995 
★★★★★

16,500 
★★★★★

31,990
★★★★★

24,990
★★★★★

26,500 
★★★★★

19,999 
★★★★★10

9
8
7
6
5
4

2 BEST FOR
ON-EAR 
EXCELLENCE

BEST FOR
GREAT SOUND 
WITH NO WIRES

1
Sony MDR-570LP
If you’re after a pair of great-sounding on-ears at a bargain price, look no further. With 

decent bass, bags of detail and a musical balance that embarrasses more expensive 

designs, they’re better than they have any right to be. And they look great, too.

2990 
★★★★★3

HOTHO

BUY

Sol Republic Master Tracks
Really tough things are usually really ugly, which is why the lovely styling of the 

“virtually indestructible” Master Tracks headphones is so refreshing. Loud, punchy, 

fast and controlled, the sound is just as attractive as the design. Worth every bit.

20,000*
★★★★★



TOP THREES HOME CINEMA 121
(In association with)

Apple TV
We’re still waiting on Apple’s TV set, but this box is a good start. It can stream in 

1080p, access YouTube and opens up the riches of the iTunes store. It even makes  

a neat, dual-screen games machine when teamed with an iOS device.

Yamaha YSP-4300
If you’ve got more money than space, send your butler out now for the 4300. This 

compact bar delivers a fantastically convincing virtual surround sound by bouncing 

audio off the walls, and it’ll pass through 4K or 3D video to your TV via HDMI.

Marantz UD7007
Pricey like an Aston Martin is pricey and about as satisfying to own, this Marantz can 

play any disc you like, streams music at high-def resolutions and can withstand an  

earthquake. If you really, really take movies and music seriously, this is your player.

Microsoft Xbox 360
The Xbox One will be more media-centric than ever before, but looks like it’ll require a 

post-launch firmware update to really shine. We’ll be testing the One’s media skills 

soon, but for now the 360 with its Windows Media Server is still a slick streamer.

B&W Panorama 2
Let’s put aside the gimmicks for a second and consider what’s most important: the 

sound. That’s where the Panorama 2 wins. You get a direct and focused sound, clear 

dialogue and beautiful design and build, although this is all very expensive.

Panasonic DMP-BDT220
It’s not the most extravagantly specified Blu-ray player around (though Panasonic’s 

remote-control app is a joy), but the BDT220 has the sort of picture- and sound 

quality to make its price look like a misprint. And that’s our favourite kind of mistake.

Amkette EVO TV
Craving Smart TV kicks from your standard telly? Then the new Android ICS-powered 

EvoTV is the ticket. It’s bundled with a Wii-like point-and-click remote, and now also 

supports XBMC and comes with an enhanced 1GB of RAM. 

Sony BDV-N990
The biggest bargain in home cinema, the Blu-ray -packing N990 has a massive spec but 

a micro price. Picture and sound are excellent, Sony’s smart services are immense and 

its stylish curves and touch-sensitive controls add a dash of premium quality. Brilliant.

Sony BDP-S490
A quite remarkable device, this Sony sounds great, has a wonderful picture in 2D or 

3D and is crammed with on-demand content including Sony’s own Movies Unlimited. 

It does lack video upscaling, but you don’t really need it yet.

BEST FOR
MULTIMEDIA 
FUN

BEST FOR
PREMIUM 
SOUND

BEST FOR
BLU-RAY ON  
A BUDGET

from 
15,990 

★★★★★

2,11,500 
★★★★★

13,990 
★★★★★

11,500
★★★★★

34,990 
★★★★★

13,990
★★★★★

8900 
★★★★★

1,50,000 
★★★★★

69,900 
★★★★★

3

3

3

2

2

2

1

1

1 BEST FOR
ON-DEMAND 
FILMS

BEST FOR
THE ULTIMATE 
IN QUALITY

BEST FOR
AWESOME ALL-
IN-ONE VALUE

BEST FOR
SMALL-ROOM 
SURROUND

BEST FOR
BIG-SCREEN 
IPAD GAMING

BEST FOR
SMARTING UP 
A DUMB TV

VIDEO STREAMERS

SPEAKER SYSTEMS

BLU-RAY PLAYERS

HOTHO

BUY

HOTHO

BUY

HOTHO

BUY



Samsung UA46F7500
The F7500 might just be the sweetest spot in Samsung’s 2013 range – the same 

spectacular performance as the F8000 series but without the show-off design and 

quite a bit less expensive. Great picture quality and slick online functionality in one box.

1,45,500 
★★★★★

BEST FOR
SMALL-SCREEN 
SMARTNESS

Panasonic TH-L32E6D
Time was when buying a budget bedroom TV meant making major sacrifices on 

performance and features. Not any more. This 32in Panasonic serves up a vibrant, 

detailed picture and comes with on-demand treats built in.

43,000
★★★★★

Toshiba 55RZ1
The price is a considerable obstacle, but it’s hard not to be impressed by Tosh’s 55in 

specs-free 3D TV. Its 3840x2160 screen looks spectacular with both upscaled Blu-ray 

and native-res images – if you can find any. The 3D works… if you don’t move.

Samsung PS51F5500
A superb 50in TV for 80,000? You bet! The F5500 is the biggest bargain in television 

right now, teaming a premium picture with stacks of features (full HD, 3D, smart 

remote) and Samsung’s comprehensive Smart Hub. How did they do it? No idea.

12,00,000
★★★★✩

80,500
★★★★★

Panasonic TH-P55VT65
Wow. If Marty McFly jumped out from behind this set to reveal that he was taking 

it back to the future, we wouldn’t bat an eyelid. Its picture is nothing short of 

exceptional, with rich colours, deep blacks and outstanding depth in 2D or 3D.  

It’s packed with clever tech, from voice commands that actually work to multiple 

homescreens and smart apps. And it even sounds better than any flatscreen 

we’ve heard before. In short, it’s the kind of TV you dream of. As we said: wow.

STUFF SAYS
The plasma-screened 
Panasonic VT65 is so good 
that you won’t believe what 
you’re seeing. Outstanding

3,80,000* ★★★★★  

BEST FOR
BUDGET 
BRILLIANCE

Sony KDL-32W650A 
Don’t fancy a 55in behemoth dominating your living room? This 32-incher squeezes in 

a pin-sharp full HD picture and integrated Wi-Fi, plus the riches of Sony’s smart TV 

portal. And at this price, you could buy one for every room in your house.

42,900
★★★★★

122 TVs
(In association with)

HOTHO

BUY

Bang & Olufsen BeoVision 11 
Five lacs for a 40in TV might seem a trifle steep, but if that’s small change to you, the 

BeoVision 11 is a luxurious delight of design and 1080p quality. It also sounds better 

than any TV we’ve ever used, and has a built-in surround processor for adding 5.1.

4,95,000 
★★★★★

BEST FOR
4K EARLY 
ADOPTERS

Sony KDL-65X9004A
A 4lac price tag begs questions. The answer to one of them is that the Sony’s 

Triluminos 3840x2160 panel, when tasked with proper 4K content, looks utterly 

fabulous. But are you so bored by well set-up 1080p that you’ll pay the premium?   

4,14,900
★★★★✩

BEST FOR
FEASTING ON 
SMART TV

Samsung UA55F8000
Yep, the F8000 has just taken one hell of a fall from its previous position at the top of 

this tree. Has it suddenly got worse? No. But now that it’s been tested against other 

2013 sets, its picture flaws are more apparent. If not for its price it’d be higher, though.

2,46,900 
★★★★✩

BEST FOR
SPECS-FREE  
3D VIEWING

LG 55EA9800
The future of personal television viewing is here, but like any new technology, LG’s 

curved OLED has a high early adopter tax and some initial weaknesses. Still, it offers 

quality, looks and snob-value for the few who are daring (and rich) enough.

9,90,000 
★★★★✩
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NON-TRADITIONAL CAMERAS

MAPPING

HOME COMPUTERS
BEST FOR
ALL-ROUND 
BRILLIANCE

BEST FOR
MOBILE 
SHOOTERS

BEST FOR
JAMES BOND 
IMITATORS

TOP THREES BEST OF THE REST 123
(In association with)

Samsung Galaxy Gear
If you’re a creep with a lot of money or you actually work for some spy agency, you could 

totally put a Samsung Galaxy Gear to good use. The 2MP camera will snap decently 

enough and ship it to your compatible Galaxy phone. And your wrist looks cool too.

Waze
Not only is Waze a pretty good navigation app, it’s also community-driven. So it 

learns from other users’ driving times to provide real-time routing and traffic updates. 

This might sound dicey, but we’ve found it works brilliantly here in India.

Lenovo IdeaCentre A720
The A720’s stand mechanism allows that lumbering 27in screen to lie flat, which is ideal 

for multi-user access to its 10-point multitouch. A quad-core i7 processor gives it 

plenty of power, although the peripherals don’t feel quite as well made as we’d like.

GoPro Hero3 Silver Edition
Thinner, lighter and more feature-laden than ever, the rugged Hero3 doesn’t disappoint, 

shooting fantastic wide-angle 1080p@30fps and 11MP snaps. Alternatively, extreme 

videographers after 4K footage or 720p@120fps might prefer the Black Edition.

Google Maps Navigation 
Apple’s Maps app for iOS6 remains pretty, but flawed. With Google Nav now back in the 

iTunes Store, there really is one solid choice for both iOS and Android users, and this is it. 

Street View, accurate public transport info, cycle maps and decent traffic warnings. Bingo.

Alienware X51
This PC is as happy sat by a TV as it is under a desk. It’s the size of an Xbox 360 but it 

runs a whole lot faster – and is whisper-quiet. With a Core i5 Ivy Bridge processor, 8GB 

of RAM and the new 1GB Nvidia GTX 660 graphics card, it’s got more welly than ever.

Nokia Lumia 1020
If general usage habits are anything to go by, humankind has now developed a tendency 

to use phones to take all pictures, relegating cameras to the back of the closet. If you’re 

one of those, here’s the current king of the camera-centric smartphones.

Nokia HERE Maps
One of the smartest crowd-sourced mapping platforms, HERE Maps has been loyally 

serving Windows Phone 8 with mapping and navigation for a while now. It’s also on 

Android and iOS, and is our pick in the offline mapping  sector.

Apple iMac 27in
The latest iMac is thinner and more powerful than ever: Core i5 or i7 Ivy Bridge and at 

least 8GB RAM running the none-more-elegant OS X Mountain Lion. Apple has yet to 

embrace touchscreen tech, but why would you want to besmirch that luscious screen?

BEST FOR
ACTION-JUNKIE 
FILM-MAKERS

BEST FOR
BUDGET 
TRAVELLERS

BEST FOR
HARDCORE 
GAMERS

25,000*
★★★★★

free
★★★★★

from 
57,490 

★★★★★

42,722 
★★★★★

free
★★★★★

from 
91,900

★★★★★

15,290
★★★★★

free
★★★★★

from 
99,990

★★★★★

3

3

3

2

2

2

1

1

1

BEST FOR
BIG SCREEN 
WINDOWS 8

BEST FOR
VISIBILITY AND 
MAPPING

BEST FOR
TRAVELLING 
WITH STYLE

HOTHO

BUY

HOTHO

BUY

HOTHO

BUY
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Fujifilm X20
The X20 isn’t all retro looks and no trousers. It excels in Advanced Auto mode and has 

manual controls and RAW shooting for creative days. The optical viewfinder, though 

small, is linked to the 4x zoom and frames well. All this, and it looks damn cool. 

39,999
★★★★★

BEST FOR
BUDGET 
BUYERS

Canon IXUS 125 HS
A surprisingly powerful camera given its tiny dimensions, the IXUS 125 HS has stripped-

back controls, 5x optical zoom and no fewer than 58 different settings in auto mode.  

It’s not one for enthusiasts, then, but neither does it compromise on image quality. 

Canon PowerShot G15
Looking for a compact(ish) camera with pro flourishes such as optical viewfinder, 

external flash and manual controls? The G15 will do you proud. But as with the S110,  

a new model is on the way. It’ll be called the G16, and we’ll have a review of it soon.

Panasonic Lumix DMC-FZ200
If you want a superzoom cam, the Lumix FZ200 wipes the floor with its rival snoopy 

snappers. A small and solid build is coupled with a 24x optical zoom, an excellent auto 

mode and spot-on exposure abilities. The downside is the video, which is a mixed bag.

Nikon Coolpix AW110 
With a metallic body, sturdy locking mechanism and optional camo finish, our new 

favourite tough cam has got that whole military chic thing nailed. Its army – geddit? – of 

features include excellent 16MP stills, 1080p@30fps video and glove-friendly controls.

Samsung Galaxy Camera
The king of snap-sharing has a 4.8in screen, Android 4.1 and loads of filter and editing 

apps. Its 16.3MP images aren’t the best, but it’s a sexy slice of the future. Look out too 

for the Galaxy S4 Zoom: a phone with a proper zoom lens. 

Fujifilm FinePix X100S
Fujifilm’s souped-up its fixed lens retro shooter, with faster focusing and a big APS-C 

sensor. It’s not all new though, keeping the 35mm-equivalent f/2 lens and hybrid 

viewfinder that we loved from the X100. An alternative finish would be nice, mind you.

Sony DSC-RX100
The 20MP RX100 is just what we’re looking for in an advanced compact: pocketable 

with a huge 1in sensor which serves up great images. After something a bit different? 

Sony’s crazy new lens-without-a-body, the QX100, has much of the same tech.

BEST FOR
ADVENTUROUS 
SNAPPERS

BEST FOR
DSLR PICS IN  
A SMALL BODY

BEST FOR
AT-A-DISTANCE 
SHOOTING

34,990 
★★★★★

23,500
★★★★✩

34,990 
★★★★★

34,995
★★★★★

16,950 
★★★★★

74,999
★★★★★

11,995
★★★★✩

BEST FOR
ON-THE-GO 
IMAGE SHARING

Sony DSC-HX50
In the blink of an eye in which Fujifilm elected to update its Top 10-topping X10, 

the HX50 jumped in its seat and declared itself king of the castle. And, despite 

protestations from the lowly rascal X20 below, the Sony’s position is justified. Its 

20.4MP CMOS sensor and 24-270mm (35mm equiv.) lens combine to produce 

awesome images in a wide range of situations. There’s also a hot shoe for a flash 

or an electronic viewfinder, so its lack of RAW shooting is its only real flaw.

STUFF SAYS
Unassuming looks hide  
an amazingly capable 
camera to suit beginners  
or burgeoning professionals 

22,990 ★★★★★

124 COMPACT CAMERAS
(In association with)

Canon PowerShot S120
Replacing the S110, the S120 is a compact camera for DSLR users on their days off. Its 

12.1MP stills, low-light prowess and useful long-exposure modes are welcome, while 

its slightly laggy lens-ring control and hit-and-miss Wi-Fi features take the shine off.

27,000* 
★★★★✩
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SLRs, ETC 125
(In association with)

BEST FOR
SHOOTING  
LIKE THE PROS

Panasonic Lumix DMC-GX1
The spiritual successor to the GF1, the GX1 is a Micro Four Thirds cam that’s as satisfying 

for the enthusiast as it is for those stepping up from a compact. Plenty of controls and a 

touchscreen combine with a superb 16MP sensor for a very reasonably priced package.

44,000*
(body only)

★★★★★

Sony Alpha a7
The smallest and lightest of all compact system cams crams in a full-frame sensor that 

pumps out 24.3MP pics. Image quality is stunning and it’s great at high ISO, but it feels 

unbalanced with the bigger full-frame lenses, and the autofocus struggles in low light.

BEST FOR
FULL FRAME 
FETISHISTS

94,990
(body only)

★★★★✩

Sony SLT-A77
This Sony is super-capable, with continuous shooting speeds of up to 12fps, a 24MP 

sensor, rugged body and an absolutely stunning electronic viewfinder. Despite the A77’s 

SLR-ish looks, it has to make do with a digital eye viewfinder rather than an optical one.

Canon EOS 60D
The Canon 60D is a DSLR aimed at the serious amateur: a ruggedly built, feature-stuffed 

snapper with full 1080p video. The newly announced 70D adds a new 20.2MP sensor, 

Wi-Fi and a touchscreen, plus a new autofocus system for video. 

Panasonic DMC-G5
The G5 is the only snapper with the pace to keep up with the Olympus E-M5’s 

autofocus. Beginner-friendly controls, decent 16MP pics, touchscreen control and 

superb full HD 60fps AVCHD video recording all add up to a compelling package.

Canon EOS 6D
Canon’s cheapest ever full-framer is an awesome little SLR with a few clever tricks up its 

lens. As well as its all-new 20.2MP sensor, it boasts a GPS receiver for geotagging your 

pics and Wi-Fi for direct uploading or remote control from an iPhone or Android device.

Sony NEX-7
Sony’s discontinuing its NEX line and rebranding all its cams under the Alpha moniker. The 

first fruits of this particularly fecund tree are the full-frame A7 and A7r; we’ll have a review 

of the A7 soon. The NEX-7’s still available for now, and remains a top snapper.

Nikon D600
Pro power has never come at such a reasonable price. A full-frame 24.3MP sensor 

combines with accurate 39-point autofocus for stunning results. Dual SD card slots, 

built-in flash and 5.5fps shooting speed complete a seriously powerful proposition.

Canon EOS 700D
Look, it’s a new Canon at No2. No, wait, it’s the old one. Actually, it’s kind of both. The 700D 

is a minor upgrade over the 650D, keeping the latter’s 18MP sensor, flip-out touchscreen 

and autofocus during video and adding little beyond a new kit lens. It’s still great though.

Olympus OM-D E-M1
The first OM-D, the EM-5, was our No1 for more than a year, but Olympus’ new 

flagship EM-1 just blew it out of the water. It’s armed with the same excellent 

16.3MP sensor – which punches well above its Micro Four Thirds size – but it 

now has an improved autofocus system to help it play nice with Olympus’  

super-sharp pro lenses. The other big news is the startlingly good electronic 

viewfinder and enough direct control to keep Rankin and co happily snapping. 

BEST FOR
ALL-ROUND 
VALUE

STUFF SAYS
Take the E-M5’s amazing 
speed and quality, then add 
pro controls and you get  
the best system cam so far

1,05,000 ★★★★★
(body only)

1,25,950
(body only) 
★★★★★

47,995
(body only) 
★★★★★

37,990
★★★★★

53,995
(body only) 
★★★★★

79,990
(body only) 
★★★★★

69,990
(body only)

★★★★★

1,32,995
(body only)

★★★★★
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★★★★★

Grand Theft Auto 5 PS3/Xbox 360
You probably think you already know everything there is to know about GTA 5. After 

all, if you’ve been alive anywhere in the world for the past month you’ll have read all 

about life in Los Santos. So you’ll already know that it shines a satirical torch on the 

21st century religion of celebrity. And that everything from social media to self-help 

gurus gets a kicking. And that it’s better looking than ever. But really you only need 

to know one thing about it: it’s the most fun you’ll have on a games console this year.

STUFF SAYS
The gargantuan gameworld 
of Los Santos is the most 
entertaining place to hang 
out since Vice City
★★★★★

BEST FOR
RETRO FUN ★★★★★

★★★★★
BEST FOR
SIT-DOWN 
KICKYBALL

FIFA 14 PS4/Xbox One
The next-gen edition of FIFA 14 is, perhaps unsurprisingly, better than the PS3/Xbox 

360 version and so it leaps a couple of places up the games table. Players and crowd 

are more realistically presented, and there are improvements in gameplay and flow.

Resogun PS4
‘The best things in life are free.’ Hmm, mildly disagree. Resogun is ostensibly free, but 

only if you take up a PlayStation Plus subs, for a hefty fee. You probably have anyway, 

and if so you’ll get this retro, beatifully designed space shooter for free. Kind of. 

126 GAMES
(In association with)

Ni No Kuni: Wrath of the White Witch PS3
Even if you haven’t played a Japanese RPG since 1998, this charming story is worth 

revisiting the genre for – and if you’re a fan of Studio Ghibli animation, it’s a must-play. 

Plus, it features an amusing Welsh potato-creature with a lantern in his nose.

Dishonored PC/PS3/Xbox 360
This whale-oil-fuelled steampunk adventure is Deus Ex with a crossbow, and as such  

it’s all about choice: ‘ghost’ the game without killing anyone, go in stabbing with your 

sword or use your eldritch powers to summon a swarm of man-eating rats.

Bioshock Infinite PC/PS3/Xbox 360
From its achingly gorgeous setting in the skies to a super-intelligent story that tackles 

religion, racism and metaphysics, Infinite is an innovative tour de force. None of that would 

matter if the gameplay lagged – but it barely puts a foot wrong either. Stunning.

BEST FOR
CHARM AND 
INVENTION

★★★★★

★★★★★

★★★★★

BEST FOR
MIND-BENDING 
STORYLINES

Tomb Raider PC/PS3/Xbox 360
Yes, it’s a Franchise Reboot, but the well-paced mixture of puzzles, action sequences, 

gun fights and stealth make the latest Lara Croft adventure an immersive, cinematic 

experience. Possibly the best fun we’ve ever had pretending to be a 21-year-old girl.

The Last Of Us PS3
The best zombie-apocalypse game ever? Definitely. The Last Of Us looks magnificent 

and plays even better, with a genuinely moving story and frights aplenty. It’s tough – 

but then a real-life zombie apocalypse would be. Think of this as essential prep.

★★★★★
BEST FOR
ZOMBIEFIED 
HORROR

Assassin’s Creed IV: Black Flag PC/PS3/PS4/Xbox 360/Xbox One/Wii U
Shiver our timbers. It’s time to get murderous on the high seas of the Carribean and 

even do a spot of diving for treasure. The pirate theme works brilliantly but gameplay 

is more of the same, while combat and free-running are now done better elsewhere. 

★★★★✩

Batman: Arkham Origins PC/PS3/Xbox 360/Wii U
The third game in the Arkham series sees the caped crusader go back to the beginning 

for a not-so-merry Christmas in Gotham. New multiplayer mode and new gadgets 

freshen things up, but otherwise it’s more of the same. For once that’s no bad thing.

★★★★★

10
9
8
7
6
5
4
3
2

1HOTHO

BUY



Xolo Play Tegra Note
Based on NVIDIA’s Tegra Note concept, the Xolo Play Tegra Note is India’s own version 

of the gaming giant’s idea of Android gaming dominance. The Tegra 4 chipset under 

the hood is more than enough to run any Android game glitch-free.

15,725
★★★★✩

Nvidia Shield
Like an Xbox controller with a 5in screen stuck to it, this Android console is (just about) 

portable enough to play on the bus. As well as having access to hundreds of games 

via Google Play, the Shield can stream full PC titles from your PC – pretty damn cool.

Nintendo Wii
An old hat in the game, the Nintendo Wii remains a solid option for quality gaming, despite 

being two generations behind the current champions from Sony and Microsoft. Still the 

most fun you can have while getting some exercise.

16,990
★★★★✩

35,000*
★★★★✩

BEST FOR
NINTENDO 
FANS

Nintendo 3DS XL
The bigger version of Nintendo’s latest handheld serves up a larger 3D sweetspot and 

slightly more premium finish than its smaller sibling. There’s still only one thumb stick, 

but it’s a tried-and-tested design that’s served Nintendo titles very well over the years.

Alienware X51
This PC is as happy sat by a TV as it is under a desk. It’s the size of an Xbox 360 but  

it runs a whole lot faster – and is whisper-quiet. With a Core i5 Ivy Bridge processor, 

8GB of RAM and a 1GB Nvidia GTX 660 graphics card, it’s got more welly than ever.

Sony PlayStation 3 
The PS3 has been around a while, but, like the Xbox 360, that just means it has plenty 

of great games. Online gaming via PlayStation Network is still brilliant and still free, 

and it’s worth buying for its Blu-ray and media streaming alone.

Microsoft Xbox One
The new Xbox aims for the stars and, if it falls short on occasion, it should be applauded for 

trying. Next-gen games run beautifully – albeit in 720p, in some cases – and it’s packed 

with tricks such as Kinect voice control. Once the minor UI flaws are fixed it’ll get 5 stars.

Sony PlayStation Vita
In the strong tide of smartphone gaming, the PS Vita holds its own with a lovely 5in 

220ppi OLED screen, graphical grunt and rear touchpad. The physical controls alone 

remind us why we shouldn’t be happy with our smartphone as a gaming device.

Microsoft Xbox 360
Yes, it’s been succeeded by the One, but the years have been kind to the 360. With an 

amazing catalogue of recent games that use its full potential, brilliant media streaming 

skills and a low, low price it’s impossible not to recommend it to cash-strapped gamers.

Sony PlayStation 4
Sony’s next-gen console may not quite be the finished article, but it’s already the 

best games machine on the planet. With whisper-quiet operation and a sleek form, 

it’ll slot neatly into your lounge setup, but more importantly it offers bags of power, 

with full 1080p on all titles and not a whiff of lag. The controller’s vastly improved, 

too, while remote streaming to PS Vita is a nice bonus. All that and it’s also better 

than the Xbox One. When proper media streaming arrives, it’ll be unstoppable.

BEST FOR
BUDGET 
GAMING

BEST FOR
TABLET 
GAMERS

BEST FOR
PORTABLE 
PLAYTIME

STUFF SAYS
Slick, powerful and packed 
with stand-out features, the 
PS4 delivers on the next-
gen console promise 

39,990 ★★★★★

57,490 
(i5) 
★★★★★

from 
15,990 

★★★★★

16,990
★★★★★

22,990
★★★★✩

from 
16,990 

★★★★★

45,000 
(estimated) 
★★★★✩
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128 LAPTOPS
(In association with)

Alienware 17
A brute of a machine in every way, the Alienware 17 weighs as much as four MacBook 

Airs and probably frags harder than 10 of them. Core i7 Haswell processor at 3.4GHz, 

Nvidia GeForce graphics, up to 32GB of RAM… Our trigger finger’s already itching.

Apple MacBook Pro with Retina Display 13in (2013)
We’re all agreed that the best laptop is a MacBook, but choosing between Air and Pro 

is getting steadily harder. Both now run on Haswell chips, but the Pro is faster. It also 

gets a 4K-capable Thunderbolt 2 port, and then there’s that Retina screen. Tough call.

BEST FOR
EVERYTHING 
BAR THE PRICE

BEST FOR
SERIOUS 
GAMERS

from 
99,900

★★★★★

from  
1,43,990

★★★★★

NEW

Acer C720 Chromebook
Bargain Chromebooks are everywhere right now, but the C720 stands out even so. 

It’s well made, well specced (for a Chromebook) and crucially, has proper ports: HDMI, 

USB3.0 and SD are all here. The HP at No.8 is prettier, but the Acer’s the one we’d buy.

BEST FOR
VALUE AND 
PORTABILITY

22,990 
★★★★✩

NEW

Lenovo IdeaPad Yoga 13
This 13.1in, 1600x900 touchscreen laptop hinges back on itself, turning a full-on 

Ultrabook into a full-sized tablet. A bit too hefty to be sexy, but you do get a Win 8 

laptop with up to Core i7 innards. One issue: in tablet mode the keys rub your knees.

Asus Taichi
This Win8 hybrid sticks a live tile-friendly touchscreen on top of a full laptop sporting 

Core i7 innards. You know how the saying goes: why settle for one 11.6in HD screen  

when you can have two?

Asus F202E
The touchscreen makes it ideal for Windows 8, but the F202E’s also got a top keyboard, 

bags of connectivity and enough power for 3D gaming. Specs aren’t top notch, but with 

an i3 Sandy Bridge core, 4GB RAM and a 500GB HDD, it’s good enough at this price.

Apple MacBook Air 13in (2013)
The Air has had its annual spruce up, which means our favourite old laptop is  

now our favourite new laptop. So what’s changed? Nothing on the outside, but a 

whole lot of lovely stuff on the inside. For starters, it gets one of Intel’s new Haswell 

chips (i5 or i7), plus HD5000 graphics and improvements to RAM and SSD speeds. 

Couple that with its new 802.11ac Wi-Fi and you have one super-fast laptop. And 

somehow, despite all that power, it now has a 12-hour battery to boot. Crazily good.

STUFF SAYS
The 2013 Air is powerful, 
fast, sexy and has bags of 
stamina. If it was any better, 
we’d think we were dreaming 
from 74,900 ★★★★★  

39,999
★★★★✩

1,39,999
★★★★✩

84,290 
★★★★✩10
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Acer Aspire S7
The Aspire S7 is almost the perfect Ultrabook – it matches the MacBook Air for weight, 

beats it for slimness by 6mm, and has a gorgeous 1920x1080 touch-friendly screen. 

Only its battery, which lasted a mere 5hrs on test, prevents it getting that fifth star.

1,10,475 
★★★★✩

BEST FOR
TOUCHY-FEELY 
WINDOWS 8

HP Chromebook 14
HP is the latest manufacturer to take on the Chromebook and has done a fine job, 

making it small, light and everything a neo-netbook should be. It’s still no powerhouse, 

but a better display and slicker media playback won us over. It even charges via USB.

BEST FOR
VALUE AND 
PORTABILITY

26,990
★★★★★

Dell XPS 12
It’s got all the power you can possibly need, a beautiful full HD 12.5in display, a massive 

512GB solid state drive which boots up in no time, and its screen flips about to give you 

either a tablet or laptop mode. Unfortunately, all of this costs quite a bit. 

BEST FOR
LAPTOP-
TABLET USE

from
96,990 

★★★★★

NEW

HOTHO

BUY
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(In association with)

Sony Smartwatch 2
With businesslike looks, decent battery life and the biggest app selection of any 

smartwatch, Sony’s Android ‘smartphone remote’ shows plenty of promise.  

However an unresponsive touchscreen and crippling software glitches dumb it down.

Nike Fuelband SE
The original Fuelband was early to the fitness tracker scene, doling out Nike Fuel 

points like slices of fitness carrot. Though now updated, it’s still easier to fool than other 

fitness bands and its high price and iOS-only app mean it comes in at three stars.

12,990
★★★✩✩

14,990
★★★✩✩

Trikke Tribred Pon-E
Possibly the most exciting three-wheeler we’ve ever seen, this electric scooter runs 

for a good 40-odd kilometres on a single charge and hits a top speed of 25 kmph. To 

top it all, you don’t even need a license to ride one of these on the road. 

Apple iPod Touch
An iPhone without the phone, the 5th-gen Touch is lighter and thinner than ever – 

and it’s got a 4in Retina screen, too. With iOS 6, the 5MP iSight camera, Siri, iTunes and 

App Store joys, this is a media device that’s no longer just about playing the odd tune.

Parrot AR.Drone 2.0
The second-generation of this app-controlled quadricopter boasts a 720p camera, 

easier control and – best of all – the ability to do flips. You don’t need one, but you’ll  

want one. You can get an additional spare battery for a little extra money too. 

Pebble
A crisp mono e-ink display and customisable faces make it a great timepiece, but the 

real fun starts when you sync with your smartphone for notifications and apps. The 

combination of new dev kit and iOS 7 compatibility means more apps are imminent.

Amazon Kindle Paperwhite 
There’s a new Paperwhite out on the streets of the world, and it’s brighter, 

whiter, faster and no more expensive. Contrast is improved, making your text 

blacker and the background less grey, while a claimed 25% faster processor 

goes largely unnoticed because it was always the fastest of the e-readers.  

A handy new Page Flip feature lets you keep your current page while flicking 

through the chapter in a pop-up window: finish the chapter, or go to sleep now?

BEST FOR
WANNABE 
PILOTS

STUFF SAYS
The best screen, the best 
ebook store and new book-
challenging features – 
Kindle’s still on top

10,999 ★★★★★  

31,990 
★★★★★

from 
1,10,000 

★★★★★

US$150 
★★★★★

from 
13,500 

★★★★★

BEST FOR
FUTURISTIC 
TIMEKEEPING

BEST FOR
APPS WITHOUT 
THE IPHONE

BEST FOR
GETTING 
LOOKS ON THE 
STREET

Audioquest Dragonfly DAC
The words ‘digital-to-analogue converter’ may not have you jumping with excitement, 

but this DAC plugs into your computer via USB and brings your tunes alive with bags  

of detail and drive. If you listen to music on your PC, you have to check this out.

18,900
★★★★★

BEST FOR
YOUR 
PORTABLE 
AUDIO NEEDS

Samsung Galaxy Gear
With a 1.9MP camera built into the strap, you can live out your (low-res) spy fantasies, 

and even use it to make calls via Bluetooth - just not in public. Its limited compatibility 

with a handful of Samsung devices and high price mean it falls short of the Pebble..

15,290
★★★★✩

BEST FOR
SAMSUNG 
USERS
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Sennheiser X320
These gaming cans – with a noise-cancelling mic, bass boost and controls for in-game 

and voice channels – are aimed at Xbox 360 users. Not of the Xbox persuasion? 

Look out for the U 320s, which will play nicely with your PS3, PC and Mac.

BEST FOR
GAMEWORLD 
IMMERSION

7990 
★★★★★

NEW

NEW
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DON’T MISS THE NEXT ISSUE! ON SALE 1 APRIL

uite right. Keep an eye on it, make 

sure it’s not misbehaving.

Don’t be silly. The Earth is always 

very well behaved. Well, apart from 

that thing with the married comet and her 

sister. But it is looking a little old. Or rather, the 

images on Google Maps are. Last time we did 

Street View on your house, it showed you 

playing Swing Ball in your garden and listening 

to Aerosmith. We assume it wasn’t a recent 

picture. So, isn’t a feed of up-to-the-minute 

pictures from space something that the human 

race really ought to be able to achieve by now?

Wow, you seem grumpy about this…

Well, that’s because Commander Chris Hadfield, 

the guy who recorded that David Bowie Space 

Oddity music video in space, has been all over 

the popular press promoting his new book 

about how amazing it is to be an astronaut.  

Of course it’s amazing, we know this already. 

But good news: UrtheCast has just launched  

an HD camera into space, so every time the 

International Space Station passes over your 

neighbourhood, it’ll store a high-definition feed 

of everything that’s going on. And probably ask 

you to stop doing that immediately.

What, so we can wave at the camera?

Not quite. It’s only ‘near-live’, so you won’t  

be able to wave to your mum in real time. And 

the Earth is a pretty big place, after all. But its 

1-Metre Class video camera should be able to 

pick out moving vehicles and crowds. And the 

stills camera is going to be pretty fascinating  

for scientists and schoolkids the world over 

when it starts snapping mid-2014. Best of all,  

a good proportion of the world’s schoolkids will 

be able to see it, as it’s going to be a free service. 

Now, who’s up for building a huge smiley face on 

the nearest big hill?

E�th C�

NEXT BIG THING?

Q
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