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...and a word about prices

The bearer of this 

accolade has gone up 

against its peer(s) and 

emerged victorious.  

A gadget sporting  

this badge is a five-star  

product, and the one we 

would buy, if we were us.  

Generally, we show the 

manufacturer’s recommended 

price. Two exceptions: 

 Asterisk marked prices (*) 

are indicative prices and 

subject to change depending 

on geographic location.

 All prices in the Top 10s are 

the best we could find at the 

time of printing.
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BUY

1 …this great mag landing on 

your doorstep before it hits 

the shops, every month.  

2 … bragging rights amongst 

your peers as the most 

technologically evolved.

3 …exclusive reader offers 

and discounts.

4 …spiritual fulfilment.

SUBSCRIBE  
TO STUFF & 
YOU’LL GET...

Gene splicing for humans may still be a sci-fi pipe dream 
but in the world of gadgets, mutants have already started 
emerging. Let's peer into this magazine that you're holding in 
your hands right now, shall we? You will be greeted by a duo 

of smartphones on p6 that wear lenses bigger than their egos and pose 
as cameras. Look on p8 and you will find an Ultrabook that's shaped like 
an IMAX screen. And elsewhere, deep in the bowels of the mag, you will 
encounter tablets that can give a Yoga guru a run for his money when it 
comes to mind- and body-altering postures. 

Moving away from the core, we had an off-road drive of a lifetime and 
discovered a Jeep that can also double up as a NASA research vehicle 
on Mars, or the toughest terrain on earth, on p34. The future is going to 
be replete with genre-bending tech and fortunately, we have a heads-up 
just for you on p97! We previewed the next-gen gaming titans last 
month but having spent a good amount of hands-on time with them 
now, it felt dutiful to offer a more holistic view of the high-end gaming 
scenario come Christmas – see p46. Sure, we may not be a nation that 
holidays through December but these rigs provide more than enough 
reason to bring out the bubbly with an all-night survival kit of chips,  
hand-lotion and eye drops. Let the games begin! 
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 6 The Hot FIVE
  ● Nokia Lumia 1020
   ● Toshiba Satellite U840W
   ● Jeep Wrangler Flattop
   ● Samsung Galaxy S4 Zoom  
   ● Panasonic DMC-GF6
 17 Vital statistics Samsung Galaxy Mega 6.3 
  Phone? Tablet? Dunno – but it’s Mega   
 29 Vital statistics Asus Transformer Book 
  The Win 8 laptop which turns into a Win 8  
  tablet which does not turn into a book 
 31 Apps 
  This month’s mobile must-downloads
 32 Name to drop Sir Hossein Yassaie
  The man who built every gadget you own
 34 Gigapixel 
  Taking a wide-angle look at tech news
 36 Games 
  We give FIFA 14 a pre-season fitness test 
 41 Opinion Do we ask too much of  
  tech launches?
 45 My gadget life Sam Raimi 
  The Evil Dead director on mastering 3D and   
  the superhero movie he’s desperate to make

 62  First test Porsche Cayman S  
We get behind the wheel of a German 
thoroughbred and come back thrilled

 67   Tested LG Optimus G Pro  
…the Optimus Prime of smartphones

 68  Supertest Windows 8 hybrid tablets 
The power of Windows 8 meets the ease of 
a transformer. No, your iPad can’t do that.  
● Acer Iconia W510 ● Asus VivoBook 
Smart ● HP Envy X2 ● Lenovo  
ThinkPad Tablet 2

  84   Tested 8in tablets 
They’re bigger than phablets but smaller 
than most tablets. Thablets? 
● Amazon Kindle Fire HD 8.9 ● Apple iPad 
Mini ● Samsung Galaxy Note 8.0

 86 Long-term test BlackBerry Z10
  Five weeks with BB’s touchscreen blower
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p46

WIN!
p72

p90

p92
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p97

TOP 10  
OF 

EVERYTHING

OUR PRICES
Prices in Hot Stuff 
and other features 

and tests are the 
best we could find 

from the companies 
themselves or an 

online retailer, at the 
time of going to print.

Where’s the 
Google Nexus 7 

gone? Which 
AirPlay speaker 
have we fallen in 
love with? Which 

was the best 
Terminator? Find 

out from p107

 46  PS4 vs Xbox One vs Steam Box 
The eighth generation of video gaming is 
now fully underway with the arrival of the 
big two, Sony’s PlayStation 4 and 
Microsoft’s Xbox One. But which is best? 
And can the Steam Box crash the party?

 97  The future is bent 
Flexi-tech will change the world, and it’ll 
change it soon. We talk to the key players 
behind the new technology and find out 
what it means for the gadgets in your pocket

 120  Next big thing? Non-linearity  
YOU be the hero. And the director

 90  Beta yourself Short films 
Our tips and tricks for making a movie that’s 
longer than a Vine but shorter than a Peter 
Jackson Middle Earth epic

 92  5 ways to… Re-awesomise your iPad 1  
Give Apple’s original slate a new life as a 
studio light, weather station or Win 8 tab

 93  Alternagadget Beats Vs in-ear brilliance 
Spend a fortune on Dr Dre’s Studio cans or 
get a pair of Sonys and a DAC instead? 

 95 Gadget doctor
  Your monthly tech prescription
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H O T S T

SNAP CONTROL

Heads up! This phone is first  

a camera. To take full advantage 

of this 41MP beast, Nokia has 

provided camkind with a grip that 

matches your phone’s colour, 

which turns you and the 1020 into 

a duo of serious shooters. It also 

adds some extra juice that gives 

an additional 48 minutes of video. 
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FU F 20 PAGES  
OF THE BIGGEST 
STORIES FROM 
PLANET TECH

Take a step back and hold your breath. 
You’re in for a lot of action. The Nokia 
1020 packs in a camera which seems 

to be pure muscle. With a 41MP 
PureView sensor and that bright, 

blinding Xenon flash, the 1020 shoots 
its way through the enemies like 

Rambo with his machine gun – it has 
left the competition in a massive 

rubble of shame, embarrassment and 
unworthiness on the camera front.  

You get the picture, right? However, 
Nokia’s splendid 1020 has some 

shortcomings. No, build quality isn’t 
one of them, but the screen is a 4.5in 
affair with a resolution of 768x1280 
and a measly 334ppi count. But who 

the hell cares for all that when you are 
holding a snapper that can print  

wall-sized pictures and shoot 
awesome videos? Megapixel lovers 

will love this phone, so to each his own. 
The main question is, will you buy this 

phone? (Sorry for the silly rhyme.)
As hot as... Rambo on steroids

tba / nokia.com/in

CAMERA ON 
STEROIDS  

Nokia Lumia 1020

HOT 
FIVE
#1

STORIES
PLANET



BLACK NO BAR 
Toshiba Satellite U840W
Black is beautiful, especially if it is an LBD.  
But, alas, little black dresses are not what 

we’re talking about here. What we’re talking 
about are those unattractive black bars 

cutting across the screen’s top and bottom 
as you watch a movie. The U840W chucks 

those bars entirely, with its superwide 21:9, 
768x1792 screen resolution boosting hi-def 
videos, and LED backlighting doing wonders 

to the colours. Sound, not to be left behind,  
is via Harman/Kardon stereo speakers 
combined with the trademarked SRS 

Premium Sound 3D. The U840W scores  
in the looks department too, with its  

less-than-an-inch profile making it easy  
to lug around. All in all, a good package to 

watch a line-up of Chanel models in LBDs. 
As hot as... a dripping-wet LBD

63,500 / toshiba-india.com
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This cult American brand knows how  
to make a bad ass even badder.  
Based on the 10th Anniversary 

Rubicon Edition Jeep Wrangler, this 
concept Flattop wears a handsome 

face of metallic sandstone and copper. 
The removal of the central B-pillar and 

the reduction in roof height make it 
look as purposeful as Schwarzenegger 

in cargo pants and a vest.  The 
underside of this Jeep is about as 

tough as Arnie’s  abs too, with Traction 
Control arms, DynaTrac Pro Rock 44 

and 60 front/rear axles bolted to King 
shocks with pneumatic bump stops. 

Don’t get it? Well, think of it as the 
automobile equivalent to a Gold’s Gym.
As hot as... doing 10 sets of the 200kg 

bench press and hitting the sauna

na (concept) / jeep.com

ARNIE’S RIDE 
TO THE 

GREENPEACE 
SUMMIT  

Jeep Wrangler Flattop

HOT 
FIVE
#3

H SO T FT U F
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COPPER COCKPIT

It’s a challenge making the interior of a future icon 
look as interesting as its exterior without putting 

a spare tyre on the dashboard. But with Katzkin 
leather seating, copper accents around the cabin 

and Mopar slush mats, Jeep has managed to  
keep the Wrangler Flattop functionally funky.
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UP CLOSE AND 
PERSONAL

Samsung Galaxy S4 Zoom
We don’t know if you could actually get a  
shot of a flea working out (we tried, we 

failed), but the S4 Zoom provides a massive 
leap in the camera department. It’s built to 

look like a genetic mutation project with 
elements of one of the best smartphones 

around, lens assembly from  compact 
cameras and stem cell research (no, not 

really). It gives you a 10x optical zoom and  
a 16MP sensor. The software is also full of 

little details, like ‘Photo Suggest’ that 
connects you to a library of some of the best 
shots in the world, or ‘Smart Mode Suggest’ 

that has pre-programmed shot selection 
modes. With a host of entertainment and 

sharing options like Story Album, Samsung 
Hub and Group Play, you get the entire 
package all rolled into a single device. 
As hot as... zooming into a supernova

29,900 / samsung.com/in

HOT 
FIVE
#4
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THE FIRST BITE  
IS WITH THE 
FOCUS RING

Panasonic DMC-GF6
For some it is near-criminal to bite into  
their favourite meal unless they have 

facetweetgrammed the moment online.  
Taking pictures of food is more than a guilty 

pleasure now. Thanks to its Food Recognition 
mode, the Panasonic DMC-GF6 wilfully 

fulfills that guilt. It goes from ‘off’ to ‘shooting’ 
in half a second and recognises and auto-
adjusts for food on a plate. So you can be 

snapping away within moments of balancing 
an extra portion of bacon on your hamburger.  

Built-in NFC and Wi-Fi mean it’s then a 
moment’s work to tweet your shameful 

food-porn. Bon appétit. 
As hot as... the melted cheese in a Jucy Lucy

tba (due Nov 2013)  / panasonic.co.in

HOT 
FIVE
#5









THE BIGGER THE PHONE, THE SILLIER THE NAME

VITAL STATISTICS

NE, THE SILLIER R THE NAME

H SO T FT U F

●  It’s enormous
My, that is a big one. At 6.3 inches 

from corner to corner, the Mega’s 

720p screen is barely smaller  

than that of a Nexus 7, and it’s 

surrounded by a lot less bezel.  

This should make it superb for 

entertainment, but with a phablet 

the other concern is whether 

you’ll look ridiculous holding it  

up to your face. Which rather 

depends on the size of your face.

●  It’s affordable
Prices will differ depending on 

where and how you buy one,  

but the Mega’s mid-range 

components (dual-core 1.7GHz 

chip, 720p screen, 8MP camera) 

and lack of extra-features 

wizardry mean it shouldn’t give 

your wallet too much of a beating. 

The shallower of pocket  (or smaller 

of hand) should take a look at the 

Mega 6.3’s smaller sibling, the 5.8.  

●  It’s by no means low-end
While it may not be bleeding-edge, 

the Mega still has plenty of power, 

and it has it where it’s most useful: 

Android 4.2, a capacious 3200mAh 

battery, 1.5GB RAM, NFC, 4G and  

8 or 16GB storage plus microSDXC 

for cheaply adding up to 64GB 

more. Not too shabby.

●  It’s got a stupid name 

When it comes to titles, Samsung 

shows about as much humility  

and restraint as a Renaissance 

monarch, and its next phone will 

probably be called the Samsung 

Galactic Mega-Chief Divine  

Prince of the Universe 7.2.

Don’t have a huge pile of 
cash to burn? A phablet 
makes a lot of sense – you 
get a phone and a tablet in 
one. So, while it may seem 
comical at first, Samsung’s 
Mega could be the smartest 
buy you’ll make all year... 

August 2013 / StuffIndia / 17

●  ZTE GEEK 5in, 720p 
A mercifully short, but cringe-inducingly 
awkward co-opting of geek culture. 
●  LG OPTIMUS G PRO 5.5in, 1080p
Nice effort, LG, but we’re holding out  
for the LG Optimus G Pro S.
●  HUAWEI ASCEND MATE 6.1in, 720p
So it’s a levitating friend? Is that what that 
means? What does that mean?!

THE WORLD’S 
BIGGEST PHONE
Samsung Galaxy Mega 6.3
`31,490  / samsung.com/in
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Play it your way
XOLO PLAY T-1000
You would probably remember the T-1000 to be  

made of liquid metal and a deep disapproval of Arnold 

Schwarzenegger.  Xolo’s version of the T-1000 is as 

sleek as the shape-shifting robot from Terminator 2, but 

of a very different purpose. This purpose is described by 

the word “Play” in the title. Loaded up with an NVIDIA  

Tegra 3 (Beauty) and a 12 core GeForce GPU (Beast), this 

phone can handle the best and worst that any game

 is willing to throw at it. Also, having an HD 1080p 

capability is helpful. 

15,999  / xolo.in

Glow-in-the-dark shoes?
PUMA MOBIUM ELITE GLOW
The flagship adaptive running shoes have been 

revamped by Puma and now have a ‘glow’ feature for 

better visibility at night. Err.. we are a bit confused. Does 

Puma want us to run like mad men on a mission at night 

after dinner? Or is this an attempt to bring more bling in 

our lives? Either way, we are totally sure we won’t be 

stepping out of the door at night for a jog. But we don’t 

mind some bling on our soles to scare the cat at night. 

7999/pumashop.in

We’ll let this one slide
IBALL SLIDE 3G 9728

Considering the world is turning out to be like Old 

MacDonald having some tablets (here a tablet, there a 

tablet…), how does one set oneself apart? Instead of 

making your tablet do the Macarena while grilling you 

a steak (unlikely), you could have a tablet with 9.7in 

screen, a Cortex A9 Dual-core processor, a boat load 

of RAM, expandable storage and a 5MP camera. You 

could also have one for 15k and packed to the 

eyeballs with features. Or you could go  

back to trying to teach it the Macarena. 

15,000 / iball.co.in
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A fly that won’t annoy
FLY F53S
The University of Stuff has recently discovered a new 

kind of zombies who can fly! The species is known to 

be very dangerous and can kill humans through 

continuous cawing while flying in vicious circles over 

the head. They are known as the dangerous F53S. Ok, 

not really! The Fly F53S is really a 5.3in qHD affair with 

Dual-core innards and an 8MP camera with dual-sim 

capabilities at a killer price. Flying zombies! Really? 

What were you thinking?

9999  / flyphone.in

Just a cakewalk...
JABRA TOUR

Driving in India can be a bit like negotiating a minefield. 

Ok, correction. It’s a war zone out there. One wrong 

move, and you could very well be on the wrong side of 

the wheel. So, it’s important to keep your eyes glued 

to the battlefield beyond the windshield. Keeping this 

in mind, Jabra has taken the Bluetooth headset idea 

into a different direction— a clip-on speakerphone. 

Powered by a 3-watt speaker, it lets you take calls 

through voice commands and use a variety of 

functions like the GPS, calendar entries, etc. without 

you having to rummage blindly around the dashboard.   

6499  / jabra.in

Papers please!
WD MY PASSPORT ULTRA

Real estate prices are criminal these days, making 

storage a serious problem.  The 200 odd movies, 2000 

songs  and 300(NSFW) pictures of that holiday in 

Thailand; where does it all go? To go somewhere, you 

need a passport. And the folks at WD have provided us 

with just that. A 1 TB refuge for all the crammed media 

you care so deeply about! The Passport Ultra also brings 

in the WD SmartWare Pro  with Dropbox integration, 

hardware encryption and password protection. Safety 

and security from every angle. Happy holidaying!

6299 / wd.com/in
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● The PadFone
Now in its third iteration, this 

is quite a nice Android 

smartphone that slides into 

the body of quite a nice tablet, 

giving you two for the price of 

one (well, one and a half). It’s 

sort of a good idea, but we’d go 

for an HTC One and an iPad.

● The VivoMouse
The circle at the front is a 

touchpad, which allows you to 

make the most of Windows 8’s 

gestures and smart-swipes.  

This sounds nice, but we don’t 

want to develop a big mutant 

wrist from pushing something 

that large around all day.

● The AiO
Like the Book, the AiO acts as 

multiple devices. In desktop 

mode it’s a fairly standard-

looking  all-in-one touchscreen 

Windows PC, but lift off the 

screen and you’re carrying  

a crazily huge 18.4in, 1080p 

Android tablet.  

More Asus bizarro-tech

Asus is the mash-up kid. 
PadFone (phone + tablet) 
struggled, but Transformer 
(tablet + laptop) worked. 
Will laptop+tablet+desktop 
be a formula for success?

● It has two storage options...
The Book runs on Windows 8 

Pro and thanks to its Core i5 Intel 

chip and a 4GB DDR3 RAM, it’s 

snappy too. The tablet itself 

holds 128GBs of SSD space 

while the keyboard adds 

another 500GB of HDD. The 

tablet’s built-in HDMI port lets 

you plug the device into a larger 

monitor at home, putting 

Windows on a big screen for 

proper desktop PC functions.  

●...and two batteries
Like previous Transformers, the 

Book fits in power cells behind 

the screen and under the 

keyboard. Don’t be put off by its 

heft. The tablet’s 5000mAh cell 

will keep you going for a good 

five hours. Wish to add another 

3120mAh of juice? The 

additional battery inside the 

keyboard dock has got you 

covered. Good for eight hours  

of regular usage.  

● It’s not a compromise
We’ve been very keen on the 

Android-only Transformers,  

but they do lack the full-fat 

desktop software of a proper 

laptop. Because the Book packs 

in a powerful third-generation 

Intel chip, a 128GB SSD and a 

13.3in, 1080p display (in a movie-

friendly 16:9 aspect ratio), it will  

do all the photo or video editing 

and gaming that your current 

laptop does. While it won’t 

replace your gaming PC, the 

Core i5’s HD4000 graphics 

should give it enough grunt  

for plenty of desktop 

entertainment. 

● It’s not a book
Don’t let the name confuse you.

Asus Transformer Book
91,999 / asus.com/in

 

THE WORLD’S FIRST  
DETACHABLE NOTEBOOK
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Easel rider
ACER ASPIRE R7

It’s always the way: engineers design something 

clever, and marketing people give it a stupid 

name. Take the R7: it’s a 15in Ultrabook with up to 

12GB of RAM and an Intel Core i5 CPU, designed 

to make the most of Windows 8’s touch-tastic 

skills using a strong but smooth hinge that allows 

the 1080p touchscreen to sit forward, so you can 

go from typing to swiping without really moving 

your hands. Clever. And what have the 

marketing boys called it? An ‘Ezel’ hinge.  

Those guys are worth every buck. 

74,999 / acer.co.in

Berry nice
BLACKBERRY Q5

Teenagers. If you can’t beat ’em, join ’em.  

And when we say join ’em, we mean get the 

same phone as them, which will often be 

something from the BlackBerry 10 range.  

What we also mean is that you can get a very 

similar square, 3.1in 720p touchscreen and 

revamped OS to the upmarket Q10, with a big, if 

not removable, 2100mAh battery, for 

somewhere around half the price. We  

don’t mean join ’em on the dancefloor or at the 

back of the bus. That would be a little weird. 

24,990 / in.blackberry.com

H SO T FT U F



1 Shankar Mahadevan 
Academy

free / Windows 8 PC
Comprising a large collection of 

learning content as well as forums 

to connect you with tenors and 

sopranos the world over; you can 

really hit those notes you thought 

were impossible. 

4 Hungama 
free / Android, iOS

Adaptive streaming has been 

introduced on Hungama’s app 

update. So now, you won’t have to 

wait on your phone to grab onto 

3G speeds to stream music. 

They’ve also added Airplay and 

music purchase via Google Wallet.

7 CEAT Tyre Assist
free / Android

Keep up to date with everything 

that could possibly go wrong with 

your bike, what you can do to 

prevent it and where you can go to 

get things fixed. With this one, you 

won’t be the guy dragging his bike 

along the side of the road. 

2 dna it
free / Android, iOS

You can now supplement the news 

stories you read with a host of 

multimedia add-ons with DNA It. 

The app lets you scan codes and 

images in your DNA newspaper 

which takes you to related links to 

the words you are reading. 

5 Foodpanda
free / Android, iOS

For when your kitchen is a messy 

victim and your cook is out of 

town. This one makes ordering 

food way too easy. Just enter in 

your geographical area and you are 

instantly spoilt for choice, from 

restaurants to price ranges.

8 AVG Mobilation  
Anti-Virus Pro

499 / Android
AVG has created a thorough and 

effective solution for Android 

smartphones. This app will protect 

you from malicious content in 

SMSs, mail, websites and perhaps 

even your old running shoes. 

3 Help Me on Mobile 
free / Android

On Mobile’s Help Me on Moblie 

app, you can let your loved ones 

know where you are and if you 

need help. Using a notification 

system without the use of GPS, 

this app will be your Android 

comfort blanket. A silent guardian. 

6 Norton Mobile Security
$29.99 / Android, iOS
Get an instant rating about various 

apps and whether they’re quietly 

selling your personal info to 

shampoo manufacturers. The 

awesome “Scream Alarm” feature 

ensures whoever steals your 

phone gets an earful. 

9 Locate
free / Android

Using GPS, WiFi or Cell Tower 

Triangulation, this app does 

pretty much all it says in the title: 

“Locate” your friends, family, 

boss, etc. You can report your 

movements or get constant 

updates on loved ones too. 

A P P S
This month’s mobile must-downloads

1650 / iOS
History hasn’t been a trend 
since Indiana Jones’ heyday. 
Despite that, ANS has gone 
right ahead and updated 
your ANS navigator to guide 
you to the exact places 
where the Archaeological 
Survey of India likes to dig. 
Encompassing more than 
3700 historical sites, the app 
will make it easy for people 
to know the difference 
between Gateway of India 
and India Gate and, of course, 
find their way there.

APP SPOTLIGHT
ANS Navigator
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“A US CEO TOLD ME, ‘THERE’S NOT ENOUGH 
PIXELS ON A PHONE TO NEED A GRAPHICS 
ENGINE.’ I SAID: ‘TEETH WILL BE PROVIDED.’”

GADGETS 
WE HAVE 
HOSSEIN TO 
THANK FOR

Pure DAB radios
Digital radios sold a 
few thousand units 
a year before Pure 
released its Evoke-1, 
the first DAB radio  
to sell. These DAB 
radios now sell in 
their tens of millions. 

PlayStation Vita 
and every iPad
Just in case we hadn’t 
made clear just how 
important PowerVR 
graphics are to the 
gadgetsphere. It 
really is a very long, 
very definitive list. 

The iPhone 5  
and Galaxy S4
Two major examples 
at the top of a very 
long list of gadgets 
using Imagination’s 
PowerVR graphics 
technology. Not bad.

 On a business park by King’s 

Langley railway station lives  

Imagination Technologies, 

whose graphics processors are the 

most widely used on the planet, its 

technology present in over half the 

world’s smartphones. It’s possible 

you haven’t heard of Imagination, 

nor its CEO, Sir Hossein Yassaie, but 

without him most of your gadgets 

wouldn’t exist. GPUs aside, he also 

put a DAB radio in your home via 

Imagination’s product arm, Pure, 

and there’s plenty more to come…

I still feel my first electric shock.

When I was growing up in Iran, we 

had this valve radio, a wooden box 

with cloth on the front and holes in 

the back where you could see the 

valves inside. I poked my hand in 

and got a shock that threw me 

several metres. I screamed, but I 

was smitten, and began building 

things like walkie-talkies and a 

hand-made film projector. But  

I realised that what makes the 

difference in a device is silicon, the 

underlying engines and chips you 

can integrate into various products.

People weren’t convinced mobile 

phones would need graphics chips.

Back when mobiles hardly had 

screens, I began creating graphics 

chips for them. I recall the CEO of  

a US company saying, “Hossein, 

you’re wasting your time, there’s 

just not enough pixels on a phone 

to need a graphics engine,” and  

I said: “Teeth will be provided.” And 

look where we are today. Teeth 

most certainly were provided.

Light is the lost element in graphics. 

There are billions of rays of light in a 

room. At Imagination we’re working 

on a technology called ray tracing, 

which models all those rays so that 

shadows and reflections happen 

automatically. This will let people 

render graphics as good as Avatar 

in real time on low-power hardware. 

It could be the force behind the next 

YouTube-sized phenomenon. 

You don’t have to be a pop star, 

footballer or banker to have lots of 

money, or to make a difference. 

If you go into finance or banking you 

might get a good bonus this quarter, 

but you can actually do something 

in technology that will make a big 

difference to people’s lives.

I recently went to an event at which 

it was claimed some children born 

now will live to be 200 years old. 

I don’t know if that’s true but we do 

have an ageing population, and 

technology can help us adjust to 

that. We’re helping to make a skin 

patch that monitors breathing, ECG, 

temperature, stability and so on. It’s 

in clinical trials at the moment and 

doing really well because it allows 

people to be monitored closely at 

home. When you have a shortage 

of funds and hospital beds, it makes 

a great deal of sense.

At present, you have a handful of 

net-connected devices at home.  

In 10 years it could be 10 per room. 

The objects around us will become 

‘smart’, just as phones have. TVs 

are heading that way, but the 

smartness won’t stop there. In a 

few years we’ll see a proliferation  

of low-power wireless devices, 

whether around the home or 

wearable, and they’ll make a big 

change to people’s lives.

THE MAN YOU 
DIDN’T KNOW BUILT 
ALL YOUR TECH

NAMES TO DROP 

Sir Hossein Yassaie 
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What really grinds your gears?
NETGEAR R6300
It may look like a fancy chopping board that Gordon 

Ramsay uses to chop his meat on, but behold the 

NETGEAR R6300. It is nothing close to a chopping 

board. This  is an 802.11ac(Wi-Fi speed in English) next 

gen router. Three times faster than your pathetic old 

router and six times cooler than the swaggering office 

stud. It has stronger signals for connectivity 

and allows you to stream and play games like you’ve 

never before. Just don’t chop your onions on it.

25,112/ netgear.com

The biggest smartphone  
name award goes to...

ZTE GRAND X QUAD LITE 5.0 
Grand has always been a name associated with 

Samsung phones and Sylvester Stallone’s pecs.

However, ZTE the 4G carrier, has entered the 

building and brought in a smartphone that sports a 

powerful 1.2GHz Quad Core processor, 5MP rear 

snapper and a front camera that would best not be 

there. It will allow you to insert two SIMs just to 

satisfy your social needs. It will handle pretty much 

all you can throw at it (short of a Rocky 3 punch).    

14,999 / ztedevice.in

Slimming it down
GIONEE ELIFE E6 

If you’ve seen those Chinese slimming tea product 

commercials on TV and were stupefied, this phone 

might just do the same. The Gionee Elife E6 has a 

2.54mm narrow edge and is 6.18mm thin. The phone 

is powered by a 1.5GHz quad-core processor and a 

5in Full HD display. We assure you, you will want to 

get into shape after getting this one and it’ll work 

better than those shady Chinese slimming teas. Get 

your hands around this fine slice of tech as it 

launches this month . Note: patience is a virtue.    

tba / gionee.co.in
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The bigger picture in tech

THE GREATEST 4X4 
TRAIL IN THE WORLD
The California gold rush is 

long over but the Sierra 

Nevada and El Dorado 

areas see enough action 

every summer, thanks to 

manic off-roaders. The 

legendary Jeep Wrangler 

is the only stock car that 

is capable of finishing the 

Rubicon Trail, an off-road 

circuit that many refer to 

as the most treacherous 

of them all. Its mix of 

gravel, boulders, rocks, 

water and sandy terrain 

ensures that your driving 

skills and fitness levels 

are tested to the extreme.

Of course, then you have 

the magnificent views. 

JEEP RUBICON 10TH 
ANNIVERSARY EDITION
Whether you prefer a 2-door 

or a 4-door version, soft or a 

hard top, there is a Wrangler for 

you. Steel bumpers, rock 

guards, increased ground 

clearance and new air intakes 

on the hood are some of the 

additions to this special edition. 

And the customary red seats. 
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SHOP WITH SHOPIFY
Available from 750 a 

month, Shopify is an easy 

and affordable way for 

individuals as well as small 

businesses to set up online 

shops within minutes. It 

also allows the members to 

accept secure credit card 

payments for the goods 

and services provided 

through the Shopify site.

GYM AT HOME 
Technogym Plurima cuts 

your need to go to a gym. 

Your gym is at home! It has 

150 odd training exercises  

offered through the three-

module configuration. You 

can also log on to 

technogym.com, which 

provides you with videos 

that help you exercise the 

right way.

THE GALAXY TAB 3 
IS HERE
Samsung’s latest offering 

is the Galaxy Tab 3. The Tab 

packs an 8in WXGA display 

and has a 1.5GHz Dual-core 

processor heart with 1.5MB 

RAM. Prices start from 

17,745 for the 7in variant 

and the 8in 3G version 

costs 25,725. The 8in 

Wi-Fi model costs 21,945.
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DUE
 SEPT

G A M E S

 FIRST LOOK FIFA 14 EA.COM
Not many footballers are able to 
completely reinvent themselves 
as their careers go on. Sure, 
Ryan Giggs has managed to 
swap running down the wing  
for running the game from the 
centre of midfield but it’s unlikely 
we’ll see Messi pull on a pair of 
goalie gloves when he hits 34 
(although a tenner says he’d still 
be awesome at it). FIFA is the 
same every year – it’s a case of 
evolving rather than reinventing. 
This season EA’s had the ol’ pig’s 
bladder in a virtual wind tunnel 
and completely revamped FIFA 
14’s ball physics. Shots now dip 
and swerve, and through-balls 

arc gracefully into the path of 
your forward (or agonisingly  
into the arms of the ’keeper). 
Player movement has also been 
adjusted so that a squeeze of 
the left trigger will cause your 
player to use their body to 
protect the ball, whether they’re 
shepherding it out of play, 
waiting to receive a pass or 
running down the wing with it  
at their feet. Sprinting’s changed 
too, with agility and momentum 
playing a much larger part in a 
player’s ability to change 
direction at speed. That means 
you’re no longer locked into 
wide, arcing runs when going at 

full tilt; but try to turn too sharply 
and you might lose control or 
leave the ball vulnerable to 
opposition defenders. The 
intelligence of your computer-
controlled teammates has been 
upped too, so they’ll mark more 
tightly and track opposition runs 
more intelligently, rather than 
letting a player go and hoping 
that a teammate will pick them 
up. If you do lose the ball, the 
new 2nd Chance Tackles at  
least increase your chances of 
winning it back by throwing out  
a foot. Those EA boys have been 
hard at work; the new season 
can’t come soon enough.
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INCOMING

H SO T FT U F

BATTLEBLOCK THEATRE
1200 Microsoft Points
You’ve been marooned on a mysterious 

island run by homicidal cats who force 

their prisoners to compete in an arena of 

frequently fatal platform puzzles. Playing 

it alone is a giggle, but co-op multiplayer 

is an absolute hoot… Can you resist 

punching Player 2 into a spike pit?

GOD MODE
800 Microsoft Points 
If you’re a fan of the Serious Sam games, 

in which you blaze your way through 

ludicrous numbers of enemies as they 

charge at you from all directions, then  

God Mode is for you. It can only be played 

co-op, which adds to the fun, except 

when your partner rage-quits in a stage.

FAR CRY 3: BLOOD DRAGON
1200 Microsoft Points
The ’80s was all neon strips, one-liners 

and musclebound action heroes. Blood 

Dragon has all of those things, plus 

cyborg soldiers, laser-firing dragons, and 

the voice of Terminator’s Michael Biehn. 

Retro doesn’t do this hilarious FPS justice 

– it’s better than the ’80s. All of it.

COMPANY OF HEROES 2
PC, PS3, Xbox 360 / out now

It will test your brain, patience and the love for 

your motherland, Russia. FPS diggers would hate 

it but RTS lovers will absolutely love it. It takes 

place on the Eastern Front as you command  

your army to kill, conquer and retrieve weapons 

that the enemy drops after your men have 

sabotaged the daylights out of them (something 

we missed in the first Company of Heroes). The 

graphics are stunning and give an impression  

of a very wide and huge battlefield. Brilliant!

GTA V
PC, PS3, Xbox 360 / out September 17
The great thing about Rockstar’s games is that 

once you’ve either completed or tired of the main 

mission, you can just mosey around, listening to 

the radio, looking for people to shoot and 

occasionally having an exciting crash where you 

flip your car (or horse, in the case of Red Dead 

Redemption) over a river and it explodes. With a 

gameworld that’s bigger than both the last two 

GTA games and RDR put together, the new 

instalment will offer months of idle cruising. 

JULY
● SIR, YOU ARE BEING HUNTED
AUGUST
● TOM CLANCY’S SPLINTER  
CELL: BLACKLIST
● LOST PLANET 3
SEPTEMBER
● RAYMAN LEGENDS
OCTOBER
● BATMAN: ARKHAM ORIGINS

WHAT WE’RE PLAYING ON  XBLA

URBAN CRUISING, BRUISING AND STRATEGY
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Slash and dash
MTV SLASH
No, it is not a Slash concert that MTV is coming up with. 

We surely wish that was the case, and if it was, you 

wouldn’t be reading this issue. Why? Simply because 

we would all be having the time of our lives. But 

unfortunately, we love you readers a lot and hence we 

have to tell you the truth and nothing but the truth. The 

MTV Slash is a 7in Fablet with an HD screen and a 1Ghz 

Dual-core heart. It was also reported that / didn’t like 

his legendary name being used for a puny phablet.  

9490 / swipetelecom.com

Huff and puff, and you might get in!
MICROMAX CANVAS 4

This phone needs no introduction.  While Samsung and 

other brands have embedded their phones with  odd 

features such as ‘Air Gesture’, Micromax has taken this 

trend a step further. Without sounding inappropriate, you 

can now blow over the Canvas 4 to unlock the screen. If 

that doesn’t excite you (we hope to God it doesn’t), the 

Canvas 4 has almost all the features the Galaxy S4 does.  

Time for your best big bad wolf impression. 

17,999 / micromaxinfo.com

HuHufff  and puff, and you might ge
MICROMAX CANVAS

Thisphoneneedsnointroduction WhileSamsung

This is SWITZAAA!
VICTORINOX RESCUE TOOL

Perhaps the Swiss are obsessed with details. Perhaps their army does 

consist of less people than what passes through Churchgate station 

everyday. Regardless, their cold, calculating minds, high up in the Alps, 

are innovating wonders that come in tiny highly foldable packages. 

With a window breaker and a disc saw, as well as a seatbelt cutter, 

apart from the less glamorous usual items; this tool is meant to be 

ready for any vehicular emergency. It’s also the most brightly 

coloured object from Switzerland, yet.

4620/ victorinox.com/in





YES
Will Dunn 

NO
Mark Wilson 

VOTEGRAPH

They fill us with gadget joy We sometimes expect too much
They’re full of hot air

YES 16.7%
NO 58.3%

HMM 25%
sometimes expect too

M 25%
s with gadge

They’re full of hot air
NO 58.3%
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 Tor Holstein

“The industry has 
distorted our 
expectations. After all,  
it would be considered  
a dull year if they all 
admitted their new 
products were only 
marginal upgrades  
from the last ones.”

 @iBearo46m

“The bigger the hype 
and leaks, the bigger  
the expectations will  
be. Companies that  
can’t follow up on this  
will lose face.”

 Gary Derbyshire

“It’s amazing how  
many companies can’t 
answer the simple 
questions at tech 
launches. Instead they 
prefer hype (like the 
PS4) or testing the water 
(like the Xbox One).”

 Adam Gray

“Every now and again 
the tech companies pull 
the rabbit out of the hat. 
We take these huge 
jumps in innovation as 
being the norm. Perhaps 
if we rein in our 
expectations of 
launches we might be 
pleasantly surprised.”

 @nathanmoore500

“Some tech launches 
set the bar so high it’s 
almost impossible to 
reach again.”

 Christopher Hewitt
“A lot of us read too 
much into pre-
announcement 
‘rumours’. That’s why 
the announcements 
often feel a bit like a 
backwards step.  
There are still life-
changing products  
being released.”

Glastonbury 2013 
sold out in one hour 
and 40 minutes. 
Impressed? That’s 
nothing: Apple’s 
WWDC event sold out 
in 71 seconds. If Apple 
sold tickets to its next 
big product unveiling, 
it could fill a football 
stadium (or two) with 
news-hungry gadget fans. In some firms, 
executives now think tech is the new rock ’n’ roll, 
resulting in insane pantomimes such as 
Samsung’s Galaxy S4 unveiling. 

Unfortunately, this state of affairs has 
persuaded the internet that it’s safer to just be 
scornful about everything. Just look at the furore 
after the Xbox One announcement, when the 
internet hivemind decided that the first truly 
next-gen console wasn’t good enough. Never 
mind that the people criticising the One will have 
to wait months before they can buy one – as 
millions of them will – and find out how good it is. 
The hivemind has to be right, and the only way to 
guarantee that is to refuse to be satisfied. 

But let’s face it, the suits aren’t entertainers and 
no-one should expect a CEO’s keynote speech 
to be anything other than a bum-numbing 
exercise in business tedium. That’s not to say we 
should dampen our excitement. In the past few 
months we’ve seen an amazing selection of new, 
ever more powerful gadgets. To the naysayers 
and the nit-pickers I say: don’t get caught up in 
criticising the way they’re presented, just count 
yourselves lucky that we’re enjoying such an age 
of rapid development. It may not always be so.

Tech launches have 
settled on a familiar 
formula. Rumours, 
pre-launch leaks, 
overblown event, then 
internet anger. The 
obvious conclusion  
is that we’re a spoilt 
generation whose 
expectations can 
never be met. But  

it’s actually the presentation rather than the 
products that are to blame for growing cynicism. 

Back when ‘Jobs the Great’ pulled the cover 
off the first iPhone, tech companies suddenly felt 
like they had to become chilled-out entertainers. 
Gadgets couldn’t just be announced, they had to 
be stars in a dazzling festival of hyperbole. After 
years of one-upmanship, the big names now 
give us the tired equivalent of a Kiss extravaganza.

This isn’t what tech fans want in 2013. Our 
24-hour news feeds make us immune to tall 
talk. And now software is king, we’re more 
interested in experiences than Hollywood specs. 
Has that been reflected in tech launches? Nope 
– the rictus-clad CEOs, hollow applause and car 
salesman bluster have been turned up to 11. 

I’m not saying we don’t want a side of drama 
with our tech. But it should be used creatively to 
illustrate cool new features, not make awkward 
questions disappear in a cloud of smoke. 

Most tech fans are pretty realistic. We don’t 
expect paradigm-shifting toys every year. But  
we do crave candour rather than launches that 
feel like they’ve been directed by Rohit Shetty.  
It’s time for a change, but it’ll be a brave company 
that cuts the cord with Jobs’ melodrama.

DO WE ASK TOO MUCH 
OF TECH LAUNCHES?

This is a huge year for new gadgets, but as we watch the tech circus whip itself into a 
frenzy of ‘greatest show on Earth’-style announcements and unveilings, we ponder...  

WHAT PEOPLE SAID
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Bully for you
HP SLATEBOOK X2

We’re a bit scared. In last month’s Supertest we 

beat up the HP Envy X2 for trying to be too much 

like a laptop. Now its younger, fitter brother has 

come to settle the score. Android 4.2.2; 10in, 

1080p screen; the latest 1.8GHz Quad-core 

Nvidia Tegra 4 chipset – this guy is ripped. It also 

packs in a second battery, HDMI and USB3.0 in its 

bundled keyboard dock, yet is a mere 20mm thick 

and only 1.4kg. Run away! Wait, look at the price.

We can simply buy our way out of this beating.    

39,990 / hp.com/in

S for Sorta
SAMSUNG 

GALAXY S4 MINI
The S3 Mini was quickly renamed the 

Samsung Fallacy S3 by the disgruntled 

people who accidentally bought one in 

the mistaken belief that it was a 

smaller version of the S3, only to  

find out that it was just a different, not-

so-wow phone. Will the same be said 

of the S4 Mini? With more muscular 

specs, including a Dual-core 1.7GHz 

chip, 1.5GB RAM, a 4.3in qHD Super 

AMOLED display and an 8MP camera 

that features the same wizardry as the 

S4 proper, maybe not. Then  again, with 

a price that hovers a little too close to 

30k for our liking... maybe.

 27,900 / samsung.com

What's the most expensive gadget  

you bought yourself last year?

A water-proof camera,  though I’m yet 
to test it underwater.

Is there any app you've discovered that 

you'd want to share with our readers? 

That would be the Quit Smoking app. It 
shows how much money one can save 
and how much healthier one can be if 
one chucks the habit. I’d love to share 
this app with everyone who smokes. 

Which phone do you use and why? 

I use a BlackBerry. I like the smooth 
navigation it offers, and BBM is the 
application I end up using the most.

Which gadget do you find most handy 

and appealing as a model?  

I’d give that position to my trendy mini 
hair dryer. I like to travel light and this 
one fits neatly into my travel bag.

Is there something you're saving up for? 

I have this fascination for a big, futuristic 
television set for my living room. It 
should be a Full HD web-connected TV, 
preferably with stereoscopic 3D. 

If you could invent a gadget, what  

would it be? 

A time machine. Then I'd be able to travel 
to 2035 and star opposite the then 
22-year-old AbRam Shah Rukh Khan!

Watch Mandana in Bhaag Johnny, 
releasing in a few months' time.

MANDANA 
KARIMI
Our sensuous Indo-Iranian cover 
model is all set to be Bollywood's 
next sizzling foreign import. She 
speaks to us about her gadgets...

MY GADGET LIFE

“I'D LIKE A BIG, FUTURISTIC 
TELEVISION SET FOR MY 
LIVING ROOM.”



1 2 3

I love the technical side of 

filmmaking, where the art  

meets the science. 
By that I mean I’m fascinated  
by the questions that Sergei 
Eisenstein asked, such as  
“What does one cut, in relation  
to another cut, mean to an 
audience?” So, for example, he 
found that when he put a man’s 
face on screen and then cut to  
a bowl of soup, that made the 
audience think the man’s hungry. 
And that’s fascinating to me, that 
the juxtaposition of these 
images can create different 
impressions in the mind of the 
audience. And if you change the 
order of them, the audience will 
think that something completely 
different is happening, and you’ve 
told a different story with the 
same images. That’s the science 
of filmmaking for me – not  
so much the workings of the 
camera as the workings of the 
language of film. 

When I think of my first film,  

Evil Dead (1) , I don’t think it  

would be easier to make it today. 
Yes, there are more sensitive 
cameras now, but we needed 
lighting to describe a situation  
of horror, so we’d still need it to 
achieve the same effects. We 
shot on Super 8mm so the camera 
was very light; it was no worse 
than today’s video cameras.

To anyone who wants to make 

films I would say: get out there 

and start making films. 

Write a scene today, shoot it in a 
couple of days, experiment with 
simple lighting and directing the 
actor, then cut it the same night. 
Show it the next day to any 
audience: just your fami ly or your 

friends. Get their feedback and 
fix it up, because it won’t be good 
yet – recut, reshoot, and try again 
until it works better. Rinse and 
repeat. And that’s how you’re  
a filmmaker. You’re not waiting  
for anyone to make you a 
filmmaker, you’re not waiting  
for an opportunity, you’re simply 
improving every day at your craft. 

I had to do the same thing to  

learn how to make 3D films.

I really wanted to use it [in Oz the 
Great and Powerful (2)] to invite 
the audience into this world that 
L Frank Baum created. But I had 
experienced 3D movies that 
were uncomfortable to watch, so 
I had to figure out how it’s done 
properly. Basically you learn 
through doing, so I would shoot 
tests and try different lighting 
and camera systems, and finally 
found out where I was making 
mistakes, and the mistakes other 
filmmakers make, and I tried with 

the help of my stereographer, 
cinematographer and editor  
to correct those mistakes to 
create an inviting, pleasurable  
3D experience.

If I had the chance to make a 

movie about any superhero,  

it would be The Shadow (3). 

I’ve always wanted to make a film 
about him, because I love the idea 
of this 1930s American pulp hero. 
He’d slip into the night and he 
could disappear like a ninja, and 
he fought crime with two blazing 
six-guns. He was really scary – 
half demon, half crimefighter. 

Sam Raimi directed Oz the Great 
and Powerful, out on Blu-ray and 
DVD  now

SAM RAIMI
The director of The Evil Dead and Spider-Man gives us a 
lesson on how to get started in the moviemaking business

“YOU’RE SIMPLY IMPROVING 
EVERY DAY AT YOUR CRAFT”

MY GADGET LIFE
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Both Sony and Microsoft revealed their new consoles in 
the same month. They must be furious! Still, it makes 

choosing easier. Or it would do if Valve’s Steam platform 
wasn’t threatening to out-game the pair of them… 
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Hair & makeup Ajoy Sengupta 
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The PS4’s new 
controller is finally a decent 

size, so you won’t want to put it 
down. See p51 for how it 
compares to that of the  

Xbox One – and why new  
Kinect tech means controllers 

are now old news anyway
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After a PS4-less PS4 launch, Sony 
finally whipped the covers off at E3. 
With its angles and vents it shares 
more DNA with the PS2 than any 
iteration of the PS3. It’s no oil painting 
but the stealth aesthetic will at least 
mean it’s undetectable by radar.

The Xbox One is a whopper, even 
bigger than the original “fat” PS3.  
It also looks like an old VCR box – fine if 
you’re just going to stick it under the 
telly and forget about it (using Kinect 
to turn it on and off, see p50), but it’s 
hardly an iconic design.

In the absence of an official Steam Box 
from Valve, we’ve chosen Xi3’s Piston 
to represent gaming’s third way. It’s a 
tiny square box that’ll fit in the palm of 
your hand, so it will easily slot into any 
home setup, plus it can be carted 
around easily. Y’know, for LAN parties.

Crack open the PS4 and you’ll see an 
eight-core AMD x86 CPU and 8GB of 
GDDR5 RAM. That’s the kind of RAM 
used in graphics cards, meaning the 
PS4 will have more bandwidth to play 
with, and, in theory, will produce 
better-looking games.

Under the bonnet it’s a different story. 
Like the PS4 the Xbox One has an 
octa-core x86 AMD processor. Unlike 
the PS4, it’s paired with 8GB of boring 
old DDR3 RAM. It’s essentially a media 
centre PC in a (slightly) nicer box. It 
does, at last, have a Blu-ray drive.

The Piston is based on Xi3’s three-part 
X7A, meaning it comes with 8GB RAM 
(DDR2 this time), a 3.2GHz quad-core 
processor and an AMD 7000-series 
graphics card. So not much of a threat 
to a next-gen console (or a self-built 
gaming PC). But, vaguely upgradeable.

Will Remote Play finally take off? Sony 
has already shown off a full game 
being streamed to its Vita handheld 
over Wi-Fi and recently announced 
that it’d be mandatory for all games. 
Unless, of course, they use the new 
Eye camera (see p50).

Smartglass comes to life via Xbox  
One, with expanded TV remote control 
functionality (see p58), and exchange 
of information from TV to tablet. Plus, 
your second screen will be a gaming 
companion, even if that’s just a way  
to spend more money while in-game.

While Sony and Microsoft have been 
yelling about the second-screen skills 
of their new creations, there’s currently 
no equivalent for PC gaming. Valve’s 
Steam app allows iOS and Android 
users to buy games, but streaming  
and extra content are off the menu. 

More power translates to more 
moreish gaming, right?

Instant wake-up. Because waiting is 
something PC gamers have to do.

The Piston’s modular make-up means 
it can be easily upgraded.

It's a war on three fronts for this latest console 
conflagration. But which has the most firepower?

THE HARDWARE 
INSIDE TECH'S 
MOST-WANTED 
BLACK BOXES

KILLER 
FEATURE

OFF THE  
BOX

ON THE 
INSIDE

ON THE 
OUTSIDE

 SONY PS4   XBOX ONE  STEAM BOX

OTHER 
HARDWARE

Gone are the days when 
gaming was just Nintendo vs 

Sega. Now there’s a whole 
swathe of left-field consoles 

hoping to supply your thumbs 
with something to twiddle... 

 Ouya
Designed by the man behind the 
Jawbone Jambox and backed by 
ex-COD bigwig Robert Bowling,  
the Kickstarter-funded Ouya 
showed very early promise but  
has been met with middling 
reviews, despite the cheap-as-
quite-a-lot-of-chips price tag.

9,999 / ebay.in
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 Hyperkin RetroN 5
With a name like some sort of sci-fi 
movie prop, the RetroN 5 has five 
cartridge ports for NES, SNES 
Gameboy, Mega Drive – you  
name it, in fact. It has a Bluetooth 
controller, but ports for originals as 
well, if you haven’t eBayed them all. 

tba (due late summer) /  
hyperkin.com

 Razer Edge Pro
We at Stuff are as partial to a  
game of Ridiculous Fishing as the 
next sofa-based angler, but real 
gaming on a tablet can only come 
from Razer’s Windows-powered 
Edge Pro. And that’s mainly 
because it’s got proper handles for 
a proper kick-off.  

1,63,557 / ebay.in

 Project Shield
Nvidia’s aggressively named, 
Android-powered handheld not 
only plays games from the Google 
Play store, it’ll allow you to stream 
full-fat PC titles over Wi-Fi from  
an NVIDIA-powered PC, making 
toilet-based Skyrim a reality.  
Fus Ro Parp!  
US$350 / shield.nvidia.com

 GameStick 
Proof that portable gaming  
doesn’t have to mean handheld, 
the GameStick is an Android 4.2 
console disguised as a memory 
stick. It plugs into any HDMI port 
and comes with a Bluetooth control 
pad that can be charged wirelessly 
with the addition of a dock.   

11,349 / ebay.in
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IN CONTROL
HANDS ON (& OFF) 
WITH THE NEW 
GENERATION

KILLER 
FEATURE

HANDS
OFF

HANDS 
ON

 PS4   XBOX ONE  STEAM BOX

  PERIPHERAL 
VISION

All-seeing eyes, voice commands 

and motion control are just the 

start. In the future, gaming 

peripherals will use all parts of  

your body. Well, most parts

 Delta Six
Forget the Nintendo Super Scope 
or NES Zapper, this ‘light gun’ for 
first-person shooters uses motion 
sensors to control movement and 
aiming, zooms when you look 
down the barrel and reloads with  
a tap on the magazine. Will it also 
backfire and burn your face off?
US$225 / thedelta6.com

Sony’s DualShock 4 is not a great 
departure from the last one: it’s a bit 
bigger (thankfully), with more sculpted 
triggers and grippier, more responsive 
thumbsticks. There’s a Vita-esque 
multi-touch panel, and a light so the 
controller can be motion-tracked. 

Like Sony, Microsoft’s adopted an ‘if  
it ain’t broke, don’t break it’ approach. 
The triggers now provide rumble 
feedback, for a quickening heartbeat 
or when your car starts to lose grip 
through a corner, while a repositioned 
battery should make it more balanced. 

Traditionally, PC gamers have favoured 
the mouse and keyboard over 
handheld controllers – fine at a desk 
but not so great on the sofa. Luckily, 
Xbox 360 pads work with Windows,  
or you can get third-party pads from 
brands such as Razer (see right).

Unlike Kinect, Sony’s new Eye bar is an 
optional extra. It now has two separate 
HD tracking sensors, and it’ll support 
Move controllers too, with developer 
Media Molecule (of LittleBigPlanet)
showing off a demo that uses the 
Move as a 3D sculpting wand.

A revamped Kinect sensor will come 
with every Xbox One. It now requires 
less lounge space, can track individual 
fingers, rotation of limbs and refuse to 
open the pod bay doors. Apparently it 
can also sense heart rate, which could 
lead to physiologically aware games. 

Steam doesn’t support voice or 
motion control. However, many PC 
developers are going crazy for the 
Oculus Rift VR headset, due out this 
year. It’ll work with the likes of Doom 3, 
Half-Life 2 and Minecraft, and many 
games on Steam Greenlight (see p56). 

Can the controller’s touchpad win us 
over as it (eventually) did on the Vita? 
It’s in a better position, so it just might. 

If Kinect works as well as Microsoft 
says it does, the voice-control dream  
is well and truly here.

Truth is, you can’t beat a keyboard and 
mouse for first-person shooters. They 
just aren’t very sofa-friendly.

We've come a long way since the two-buttons-and-a-
D-pad formula of old. We eye up today's controller tech 
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 CastAR
Like Google Glass for gamers, 
these specs take augmented 
reality to the next level. Using a 
special projector-style screen they 
create 3D graphics that you can 
move around and interact with 
using a special wand.  

tba (prototype) / 
technicalillusions.com

 Illumiroom
Sadly absent from the Xbox One 
reveal, Illumiroom turns gaming 
into something more akin to a 
hallucination. Like a supercharged 
Philips’ Ambilight, it projects 
extended scenery and effects from 
the game world (stray bullets and 
the like) onto walls around your TV.

tba (concept) / xbox.com

 Razer Ouro Boros 
Why take multiple controllers  
into the deathmatch when a  
single one will do? This l33t-level 
wireless laser mouse from Razer 
uses 11 programmable buttons to 
bring hardcore gaming control to 
your tablet or phone as well as 
your PC.

8999 / razerzone.com

 Stinky Footboard 
This Kickstarted PC peripheral  
works by tilting your foot to 
activate single or combo key-
presses. Its adjustable springs  
let you set it up to a leg-saving 
sensitivity. Best of all, MMORPG 
brats won’t be able to afford one, 
so you can finally get an edge. 
US$120 / stinkyboard.com

Hit the PS4’s new Share 
button and you can edit  
and upload a video of your 
latest goal or n00b scalp  
for the world to see.

Don’t be fooled by the 
glowing Xbox button  
on Razer’s Sabertooth 
( 5299). It works with both 
PCs and Xbox 360s, with 
six programmable buttons.

The Start and Back buttons 
have been replaced by View 
(left) and Menu (right). Both 
can be custom mapped  
by developers but are  
likely to function similarly  
to their predecessors.
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Forget your octocore processors, teraflops, SmartEye 
and MoveGlass – what’s there to play around here?

THE GAMES  
FROM INDIE TO  
BLOCKBUSTER

The PS4’s launch offering doesn’t 
exactly hold a surprise around  
every corner. The sequel to Killzone 
(subtitled Shadow Fall) leads the 
charge, while the hashtag continues  
to pollute popular culture with its 
inclusion in the title of #DriveClub,  
a game which appears to be Gran 
Turismo with all the boring bits 
stripped out. There’s also Knack, a 
colourful platformer in which you play 
a shape-shifting robot, plus the usual 
suspects that’ll also appear on the 
Xbox One, including Wolfenstein: The 
New Order and the Thief reboot. 
Happily, Sony’s arms-wide-open 
attitude to indie developers looks set 
to continue into the next generation 
too, starting with The Witness – a 
slightly odd-looking Minecraft-esque 
puzzler from the maker of Braid – and  
a remake of Oddworld: Abe’s Odyssey 
subtitled New ’n’ Tasty. 

Despite touting a launch line-up with  
a total of 14 exclusives (eight of which  
won’t just be prettier versions of 
existing franchises) the Xbox One’s 
first round of games isn’t the most 
inspiring. Like the PS4, it’s got its  
own Gran Turismo-without-all-the-
looking-at-wingnuts in the shape of 
Forza 5, a TV tie-in from the makers  
of Alan Wake called Quantum Break, 
and the return of Ryse, a Roman  
hack-’em-up that’s been resurrected 
exclusively for the One. It’ll also share 
Destiny (when it’s released in 2014), 
COD: Ghosts and FIFA 14 with the  
PS4. Sadly the arrival of the One 
heralds a pretty bleak future for indie 
fans, with Xbox Live Arcade being 
scrapped in favour of a one-size- 
fits-all marketplace, meaning indie 
developers will have to get a standard 
publishing deal to make their games 
available on the console. Ouch.

No games console can compete  
with Steam’s library of 4500 titles, 
especially at launch. These include 
recent classics such as Borderlands 2, 
Tomb Raider and Dishonored, all of 
which will look miles better on the 
Piston than they do on an Xbox 360  
or PS3. BioShock Infinite’s hefty 
download weighs in at 17GB, but as  
the Steam version is so much cheaper 
than the consoles’, you can put that 
saved money into nippier broadband.  
While PCs may lack blockbuster 
console exclusives such as Halo and 
Uncharted, Steam is home to the best 
and most varied indie games around. 
Minecraft, World of Goo and Thomas 
Was Alone all started out as PC titles, 
while triple-A games such as the new 
Sim City, Starcraft II and Shootmania 
Storm remain PC exclusives.They’re 
also backwards compatible and forever 
backed-up online. Take that, Microsoft.

The killer combo of big names and 
indie titles makes the PS4’s the  
most attractive all-round package.

Exclusive downloadable content for 
Call Of Duty will make the Xbox One a 
must-have for foul-mouthed fraggers. 

Whether it’s quirky puzzlers or retro 
shoot-’em-ups you want, Steam’s 
bumper indie offering is unrivalled.

 PS4   XBOX ONE  STEAMBOX

KILLER 
FEATURE

GAME 
ON

PS4 VS XBOX VS STEAM
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1 Thomas Was Alone 
Don’t let narration by Danny ‘Captain 
Smug’ Wallace put you off this endearing 
platform puzzler about friendship and 
teamwork among a group of plain-
coloured, geometric shapes.

  
2 Assassin’s Creed IV:  
Black Flag 
AC swaps the American Revolution for 
swashbuckling on the high seas, rather 
than ’80s hardcore punk as the name 
suggests. Still, we’re hoping Henry 
Rollins is an unlockable character.

 
3 Killzone: Shadow Fall
Despite being slightly overshadowed by 
Battlefield 4 and COD: Ghosts, Sony’s 
own shooter looks gorgeous. In a city 
divided by a huge wall, something soon 
kicks off that even Capt. Price won’t fix.

 
4 DayZ
Only a PC allows you to modify games. 
Which means only a PC will let you play 
DayZ, a zombie-infested mod of 
hardcore military shooter Arma 2  
($6.79, Steam). Play it now before your 
console-owning mates catch on.

  
5 FIFA 14
The next-gen FIFA 14 uses EA’s new 
Ignite engine to improve physics, 
animation and AI. It’ll make the current-
gen version of the game look about as 
smart as, well, a professional footballer.

 
6 Hotline Miami
Only the blood pumps harder than the 
soundtrack in this top-down love letter 
to ultra violence in Scarface-era Florida. 
This short, sharp, shock of a game kills 
time like the masked protagonist kills 
people – worryingly quickly.

 
7 Ryse: Son of Rome 
300 meets Time Team in this 
bloodthirsty gladiator-’em-up from  
the makers of Crysis. Take on enemies 
hand-to-hand or form a human tortoise 
with your comrades to fend off arrows 
in your quest to become a legend.  

 
8 Contrast
Part of the PS4’s indie games offering, 
Contrast lets you switch between the 
real world and the shadows as you 
navigate its 1920s vaudeville setting.

Keep your thumbs healthy with a strict 

diet of this year’s essential games





15 GAMES 
YOU MUST 
PLAY IN 2013
(CONTINUED)

PS4 VS XBOX VS STEAM
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9 Watch_Dogs
Ubisoft’s cybercrime sandbox 
continues to impress, particularly with 
its bustling always-on environment  
(a neat fit for the similarly connected 
Xbox One). Every Jack you meet on the 
street has a back story, plus a phone 
full of text messages you can hack into. 
It also takes second-screen gaming to 
the next level, with a tablet-wielding 
friend able to interact with the city to 
help (or hinder) your progress.

  
10 Battlefield 4
Battlefield 4 on next-gen consoles 
finally catches up with its PC 
counterpart by offering 64-player 
online battles for the first time ever. 
Because getting that many around  
one telly just isn’t practical.

 
11 Dead Rising 3
Nobody wants to fight a zombie 
invasion using conventional firearms. 
Wouldn’t it be better if you could strap  
a buzzsaw to a sledgehammer and 
swing that at the undead instead?  
Dead Rising 3 brings in more zombies 
than an all-you-can-eat brain buffet. 

 
12 Gunpoint
Using a combination of superhuman 
acrobatics and ingenious rewiring of 
switches, the aim of Gunpoint is to 
sneak your way into heavily guarded 
buildings and half-inch some mystery 
data from mainframes. Old school.

 
13 Amnesia: A Machine  
For Pigs 
Long-awaited sequel to the trouser-
browning survival-horror-with-a-
difference. Armed with just a lamp, it’s 
your job to investigate those strange 
noises coming from the darkness. 
What could possibly go wrong?

 
14 Forza Motorsport 5
Photo-realistic motors aren’t the  
only thing Forza 5 has going for it.  
The game ‘crowdsources’ its AI from 
the cloud, learning how real players 
drive and adjusting the computer-
controlled drivers accordingly.

  
15 Octodad: Dadliest Catch
The PS4 gets its own version of the 
indie classic, in which you play a 
cephalopod masquerading as a family 
man. Try to make it through the day 
without getting busted by your better 
half as the eight-legged, soft-bodied 
sea dweller you really are.

9

10

11 12

15

14

13
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Steam’s holding pen for games in development is a 
veritable goldmine of imaginative ideas that wouldn’t 
get a look-in at a big-name publisher. Here are the 
ones we’d buy without a moment’s hesitation...

10 STEAM 
GREENLIGHT 
GAMES WE’D  
BUY TOMORROW

 Among the Sleep
If you’ve ever worried about monsters  

lying in wait under your bed, the Oculus 

Rift-compatible Among the Sleep might 

not be the game to help you conquer your 

fears. In it you take control of a two-year-

old child investigating strange noises in  

a darkened house. But how much is real?  

And do you need your nappy changing? 

WTF?
An online X-Factor 

for not-quite-
finished games

PS4 VS XBOX VS STEAM
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 Papers, Please
Working in passport control might not 

sound like a laugh a minute, but spend 10  

of them playing Papers, Please and you’ll 

soon be drunk on the power (and rubber 

stamp) you wield. The retro graphics suit 

the 1983 setting perfectly and its fictional 

draconian world is wonderfully created. 

 Routine
With no health bars, no medi packs  

and no extra lives, Routine is not for the 

faint-hearted or gung-ho. Explore the 

abandoned moon base in an attempt to  

find out what happened to its crew. With 

Oculus Rift support planned, it might be 

best not to wear a white spacesuit...

 Shelter
Fed up with controlling gun-toting 

meatheads with poor social skills? This 

first-person snuffler puts you in the paws 

of a female badger. Protect your cubs from 

the dangers of the big wide world, including 

birds of prey and – the Daily Mail ’s public 

enemy number one – foxes.

 Door Kickers
This top-down SWAT shooter combines 

the meticulously planned tactics of 

Rainbow Six and the sweep ’n’ clear 

gameplay of Hotline Miami, allowing you  

to devise your attack step by step or go  

in with all guns blazing. Choreographed 

killing has never been so appealing.

 Real World Racing
Like a cross between Micro Machines and 

Google Earth, this top-down racer uses a 

combination of high-resolution aerial 

photographs and graphical elements to 

create over 50 tracks through cities across 

the world, including Berlin, Rome and 

London, with room for 16 online players.

 The Forest
You know the drill: plane crashes in forest 

and you’re the only survivor, then forest 

turns out to be full of apparently naked 

mutants with a taste for human flesh. 

We’ve all been there. Armed with little  

more than a lighter, it’s up to you to find 

shelter, hunt for food and try to stay alive.

 Road Redemption
A spiritual successor to 16-bit classic  

Road Rash, success in Road Redemption 

isn’t about lap times or pole positions, it’s 

about how you wield your samurai sword 

and how many opponents you can kick  

into the path of oncoming traffic. They 

don’t teach that in the Highway Code.

 Parallax
This brain-bending, first-person Portal-

esque puzzler puts you in a world with two 

dimensions: a black ’n’ white one and a 

white ’n’ black one. “But those are the 

same!” you cry. And that’s part of the 

problem. Working out which one you have 

to be in and when is all part of the puzzle.

 Riot
Unlike in the summer of 2011, you no longer 

need a BlackBerry and a misplaced sense 

of entitlement to indulge in a spot of civil 

disobedience. This retro unrest-’em-up 

gives you the chance to experience it from 

both sides of the law, with RTS-style 

controls for rallying your troops. 

PS4 VS XBOX VS STEAM
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NOT ONLY  
BUT ALSO TV, 
APPS, WEB & 
ENTERTAINMENT
Because even the most ardent gamer  
eventually gets sore thumbs

Blu-ray is meat and drink for the PS4 
so it’s pushing the envelope further. 
Netflix has already been mentioned, 
but a full suite of movie streaming 
services is expected. Of more interest 
are 4K movies, due to be added via  
a download store in the near future  
– which might give you time to save  
up for a megabucks Ultra HD telly.

A lot of gamers were rather put out  
by how much Microsoft focused on TV 
at the Xbox One launch, but it’s clearly 
a big part of the console’s future. It 
takes over control of your TV box  
via an HDMI input and enables you  
to change channel using Kinect voice 
control, plus there are music and movie 
downloads and a Blu-ray drive (finally).

Running on a standard desktop OS 
means the Piston is as capable as a PC: 
connect a Blu-ray drive and TV tuner 
using one of its plentiful USB ports and 
Windows Media Centre (or XBMC if 
you decided to run it on Linux) pulls it 
all together. Video streaming sites 
such as iPlayer, Sky Go and Netflix are 
also accessible through a web browser. 

In stark contrast to the Xbox One,  
the PS4’s launch has been about 
games, games and more games.  
No miracle web browsers, no headline 
apps, although screenshots of the 
console’s interface show a social 
network for sharing gameplay videos, 
screenshots and achievements. 

The Xbox One’s Windows-esque 
operating system means you get  
a proper web browser, Skype and 
downloadable apps. It also nicks the 
‘snap’ feature from Windows, which 
lets you split the screen up using 
gestures: watch a video while you 
browse the web or video chat in HD. 

A full-fat OS also means you can install 
any software you want, not just the 
limited selection of apps that have 
been specifically developed for the 
platform. That means anything from 
Spotify to Photoshop, Microsoft Word 
to Traktor Pro 2, making it far more 
flexible than a console can ever be. 

4K movies should futureproof the  
PS4 long into its lifecycle.

TV skills could make the Xbox work 
harder for its privileged position.

PC-like flexibility makes a Steam Box 
much more than just a gamer.

KILLER 
FEATURE

ON THE 
WEB

ON THE 
BOX

 PS4   XBOX ONE  STEAM BOX
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PS4 VS XBOX VS STEAM

Clothing Body Suit: Falguni & Shane 
Peacock; Gloves: Stylist’s own; 
Boots: Kenneth Cole



STUFF VIEWS
PS4 VS XBOX ONE  
VS STEAM BOX
There are very few people in the world, us included,  
to have played both new consoles – but we don’t  
ignore the third way…

Why the PS4 is the only  
sane choice
This choice is so obvious, we barely need to 
write anything. But we will. While Esat’s 
beloved Microsoft is busy invading gamers’ 
privacy, telling them what they can and can’t 
do with their own property and charging an 
absolute fortune for the pleasure, Sony has 
glided to the rescue. No 24/7 online demands, 
no pre-owned game restrictions… and it’s 
cheaper. It’s almost as if Sony actually likes 
gamers. And you’ll have noticed that someone 
has actually designed it, rather than simply 
stuck some PC components in an old VCR? 
Yes, the Steam Box is intriguing, but it’s still a 
PC, and that means it will need costly upgrades 
every time you turn it on. The way we see it, 
the PS4 should be top of everyone’s Christmas 
list. Anything else would be madness.

Why the Xbox is The One
No doubt: it’s the ‘does-everything’ box  
you’ve been waiting for. Some might slag off  
its design but how much time do you spend 
eyeballing your set-top box when you’re 
watching TV? The current generation has 
proved consoles are now about more than just 
games, so when you’re not playing exclusives 
such as Halo and Forza 5, the Xbox One will 
deliver all the entertainment you could 
possibly want straight into your eyes with zero 
effort on your part. The possibilities of Kinect’s 
super-precise motion detection and voice 
commands are almost too exciting to 
contemplate. And, as for it having to go online 
every 24 hours, answer this: when was the last 
time you went more than a few hours without 
internet before throwing a social-media hissy 
fit at your ISP? Well, exactly.

Why a Steam Box is the  
choice of a true gamer 
While others enjoy a diet of uninspiring 
sequels, gimmicky controllers and restrictive 
operating systems, the curious will be over 
here installing an unobtrusive box that looks 
like neither an HD DVD player nor a baffling 
piece of modern art. It might be an Xi3 Piston, 
pictured above, or it might not. It might be 
something you built yourself. Because that’s 
the beauty of a Steam Box – it can be 
whatever you want it to be. You can have 
whatever type of RAM you like, play online for 
free (with a choice of games that includes 
everything from Far Cry 3 to Papers, Please), 
and there’s no such thing as backwards 
compatibility because there’s only one format. 
Yes, it’ll cost more money if you want it to 
remain graphically competitive, but freedom is 
worth more than any console.

STUFF SAYS... Until Valve launches its own affordable, focused 
hardware, any Steam Box feels out of place in the lounge, while the 
Xbox’s restrictions leave a sour taste. A lower price point, stonking 
catalogue of games and friendlier attitude towards indies puts the 
PS4 out in front for us. Roll on Christmas.

 PS4   XBOX ONE  STEAM BOX

PS4 VS XBOX VS STEAM

60 / StuffIndia / August 2013



PS4 VS XBOX VS STEAM
Clothing Bralet and Bikini Bottom: Nishka Lulla; 
Leather Corset: Swapnil Shinde; Cuffs: Curio Cottage

August 2013 / StuffIndia / 61



FIRST TEST PORSCHE CAYMAN S

FLAT-SIX 
FOR GLORY

62 / StuffIndia / August 2013

Hair s
tands on its

 edge, th
anks to

  

th
e ear-renderin

g exhaust s
onics

Sport/
Sports

 Plus m
ode spoils  

us fo
r c

hoice. W
e pick th

e latte
r

That g
earshift

 slot-in sounds sim
ply 

eth
ereal. M

ust s
top playing!

Accelerates lik
e a bulle

t, t
hrows you 

back in
to your s

eat. B
liss achieved!

The handlin
g around corn

ers is 

phenomenal; d
riv

e sim
ply engaging

The car lo
oks stu

nning fro
m any 

angle; w
ide ty

res add to
 th

e lo
ok

Headlamps are beautif
ully

 designed 

and to
p-notch paintjo

b im
presses

Driv
ing positio

n is divine; le
ath

er- 

coated seats re
lax th

e m
uscles 

8 hours with 
the Porsche 
Cayman S
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   2mins      5mins           10mins                           40min                    1hr05                      1hr30                            2hrs                                            3hrs                                                                      

from Rs 92.3 lacs (ex-showroom, Maharashtra) + Rs 2.9 lacs* for sports chrono / porsche.com

There is something 

about a Porsche that 

gives us goosebumps 

just by looking at one. 

Imagine our state when we were 

invited to drive one. Not just any 

Porsche; it was the Cayman S, a 

car astonishing to look at from 

practically any angle. It is hard to 

take your eyes off it. It is a visceral 

combination of drop-dead looks 

and feisty German engineering.

  As we get inside, a little behind us, 

in the centre of the car, sits the 

3.4-litre, flat-six engine, ready to 

punch out 370Nm of torque. The 

Cayman S sprints from nought to 

100kmph in 5 seconds. Plonk in 

the Sports chrono package and 

you can get there in 4.7 seconds, 

thanks to the more aggressive 

engine/transmission mapping. 

In this mode, which we drove in 

for most of the time, the tacho 

needle doesn’t want to dip below 

the 3000rpm mark. As you let the 

horses loose, the assault on the 

senses is bombarding, to say the 

least. The 200kmph comes up in  

16.9 seconds, which is mighty 

quick. Through all of that, you are 

hit with surge after surge of pure 

sonic bliss as the throaty howl 

bellows out of the exhaust. 

The Cayman S is spectacular to 

drive both on straights and around 

the bends. It is a staggering good 

achievement that nails the 

precision and fun combination.

Yatish Suvarna; Deputy Editor

We tried hard not to look like teenagers on their first drive 
behind the wheel, but the Cayman S brings that out in you...
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5 Safety Apart from the brilliant 

suspension and braking system, 

chances are you might still find a 

way to screw things up. That is  

the one thing we humans are 

fantastic at. If you do unfortunately 

happen to crash the car, the two-

stage front+side and head airbags

will envelope you and your 

co-passenger in a cushion of 

safety, helping you walk out 

unharmed and safe.

4 Brakes Four-piston aluminium 

monoblock brake callipers,

perforated and internally ventilated 

330mm brake discs on the front 

and the 299mm discs on the rear 

give the Cayman S immense 

stopping power. Every single time 

you brake under abrupt conditions, 

there is a sense of reassurance.

3 Suspension Thanks to the 

weight reduction and stiffer 

chassis, the Cayman S feels 

precise and planted at high speeds. 

It goes where you want it to. When 

you go around a bend, you can get 

the car to drift with a bit of throttle 

control. If not, you can still shoot 

out at a brisk pace. 

1 Power The 3.4-litre flat-six in  

the Cayman S develops 325hp@ 

7400rpm. All of it is channeled to 

the rear wheel, with deadly 

precision and enough grunt to 

suck you back into the driver’s 

seat. The real deal is felt in Sports 

Plus mode. Switch on with caution 

– pulse escalation guaranteed!

We agree it is hard to take 
your eyes off the beautifully 
sculpted exterior of the 
Cayman S, but things get 
even better on the inside.

■ PDK transmission
The seven-speed Porsche 
Doppelkupplung or, in layman 
terms, PDK transmission, is a 
sinfully involving experience. 
It ensures the smoothest, 
quickest shifts according to 
the mode you have chosen 
while burning fuel efficiently.

■ Bose sound system
Sink yourself in 445 watts  
of surround sound, thanks  
to the 8-channel amp firing 
near-perfect sonics. The 
system consists of 10 
loudspeakers and an active 
subwoofer integrated in the 
vehicle bodyshell behind the 
dashboard. When you aren’t 
mesmerised by the exhaust 
note, this will surely help.

■ Neater comforts
The cabin has a lot of touches 
that’ll keep you busy admiring 
it. One thing we wrecked our 
nerves figuring is where to 
keep that Coke can during our 
long test drives. In the area 
facing the passenger’s seat 
lies hidden a pair of cup 
holders, accessing which is a 
matter of entertainment in 
itself. Press the panel and the 
lid gives way to robot-like 
arms. Press each and watch 
them extend, making these 
the coolest cup holders ever.

Sports Chrono
One of the best bits of 

the Cayman S, and it’s a 

long list, is the inclusion 

of the Sports Chrono 

Package, the one which 

we drove. This mode is a 

combination of the PDK 

transmission system 

and the Sports Plus 

mode which bolts the 

car to the 100kmph 

mark in 4.7 seconds – 

that’s quicker than the 5 

seconds taken by the car 

in the standard mode.
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2 Transmission As you doddle 

along in the standard driving mode, 

the transmission offers you the 

smoothest shifts. In the PDK 

mode, with Sport Chrono enabled, 

the car will get you to 100kmph in 

just 4.7 seconds. You can even shift 

manually using the steering- 

mounted paddle shifters.
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Engine 3.4lt water-cooled 

flat-six

Power 325hp@7400rpm

Max Torque 370Nm

Top Speed 281 kmph

Acceleration 0-100 kmph

4.7sec (sports chrono)

Transmission 6-speed / 

optional 7-speed PDK

Wheels  235/40 ZR 19 

(front) 265/40 ZR 19 (rear)

Fuel Tank Capacity 64lt

Storage Capacity 150 lt 

(front)/ 160 lt (rear)

Astonishingly 
involving to drive; 
divine exhaust note 
★★★★★

PORSCHE CAYMAN S
vs JAGUAR F-TYPE 
The Porsche Cayman S 

is one of the best 

driver’s cars you can 

get your hands on at 

the moment. The way 

it handles is simply 

astonishing. The 

mechanics are in 

absolute symphony to 

provide you with the 

most optimal driving 

experience yet. The car 

wants to be driven 

hard, be it in a straight 

line or around corners, 

and when you hear 

that exhaust note go, 

the whole experience 

escalates to a sublime 

level. It is hard to point 

anything wrong about 

a car that is so darn 

good for the price.  

The  Jaguar F-Type is 

the spiritual successor 

to possibly the most 

beautiful cars of all 

time, the Jaguar 

E-Type. One look at 

this convertible and 

there’s no doubt it’s  

a head turner. If not 

with its supermodel 

looks, then with its 

menacing-sounding 

V8 (or V6) engine. The 

495bhp and 380bhp 

options are being sold 

in India starting this 

month. As a pure two-

seater, it is strictly for 

the sports touring 

afficionado. Like all 

Jags, this car is the 

perfect blend of a purr 

and a snarl. 





T E ST

The Optimus G Pro is the 
Optimus Prime of smartphones 
with a spec list that includes 
pretty much everything you 
could ask for and more.  So is this 
the best phone money can buy? 

Media Quick-remote
Using Quick-remote, you can 

not only add over hundreds of 

AV hardware but also a few air 

conditioners’s that you can  then 

control from the comfort of your 

Optimus G Pro screen. The 

process of adding a device is 

simple and it works fantastic. 

Play Dual-recording
Call it a novelty feature, but 

honestly, you cannot ignore the 

fact that you have been itching 

to see what you look like as you 

record people doing things like 

driving a new car, or tasting a 

new dessert you created. Dual 

recording lets you do just that.

■ You will need to sit back for a while to 

soak up what this phone has to offer. 

First comes the massive 5.5in 401ppi, 

Full HD screen, which totally nails 

high-def videos. The IPS Plus LCD 

screen does a brilliant job of punching 

out eye-popping yet natural colours 

as you watch your favourite videos. If 

you like something you see, you can 

zoom into the frame even as the video 

is playing! How cool is that?  

■ To make sure all things HD and 

other power-hungry functions run 

smoother than a McLaren P1’s 

gearbox, LG has embedded a 1.7GHz 

Quad-core Krait 300 processor, which 

is supported by the Snapdragon 600 

chipset. They make their presence 

felt as everything runs butter-

smooth. Even when there are multiple 

apps open, you can play 3D games, 

and switch to an HD video without 

worrying about any lag. 

■ That kind of processing power is also 

handy when you have a 13MP rear cam 

armed to the teeth. We particularly 

liked the VR panorama mode, capable 

of shooting 360º panorama shots. 

Once you are done, the final shot is 

ready within mere seconds.  

■ All that power+features combo 

won’t mean a thing if the juice runs out 

in a few hours. Fortunately, we were 

happily poking at the screen after half 

a day of usage and the 3140mAh 

battery still had a lot of firepower left. 

Tech 5.5in, 1920x1080, 401ppi,  

True Full HD IPS Plus  1.7GHz Quad-

core  2GB RAM  13MP rear, 2.1MP 

front  16/32GB, microSD (up to 

64GB)  150.2x76.1x9.4mm  172 g

Price 42,500 / lg.com/in

Absolutely yes! While the Optimus G Pro might not be much of a looker, what it packs on 
the inside is a staggering achievement. A power user couldn’t ask for more, at least for 
now. Then there are the built-in features such as Quick Remote and Dual-recording that 
add to the overall value of the phone. To conclude, I don’t like the way this phone looks, 
but I would buy it simply because it is feature-crammed and fiery quick! 

(App)pealing features

Should other 
mega-phones be 

scared?
 Yatish Suvarna

Deputy Editor

TESTED LG 0PTIMUS G PRO

THE BEAST WITHIN

STUFF SAYS Great for the speed-hungry, multimedia hogs as well as gamers ★★★★✩ 
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S U P E R T E ST  W I N D O W S  8  TA B L E T S

Shiny icons and intuitive interfaces are all 

well and good but you can’t do proper 

computing on an iPad-sized tablet, right? 

Wrong, wrong, wrong. Windows 8 has 

arrived, bringing with it both point-and-

click desktop and touch-friendly Metro 

interface modes, thereby ushering in an era 

in which you can do the important stuff and 

fling around angry birds, no matter where 

you are. The first batch of portable Win 8 

tablets out of the blocks can run any 

software you like, offer endless input/

output possibilities and keep going ’til 

bedtime thanks to power-saving Atom 

chips. Well, that’s what the marketing  

bumf says; whether any of them really 

manage to squeeze the power of a desktop 

into a slim, 10in rectangle remains to be 

seen. So that’s what we’ve set out to 

discover. Read on and find out with us.

TRANSFORMERS
PC gaming. Proper Photoshop. Grown-up Word. A new generation  
of Windows 8 hybrids promise desktop skills in a slim tablet form

OF THE 
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S U P E R T E ST  W I N D O W S  8  TA B L E T S

●
 Latitude 10

●
 X

PS 10

Gadget percolator®

Here’s how we narrowed down the tablet field to settle on our chosen few

3

2

1

Size We’re looking for iPad rivals: slim tablets with screen sizes between 9 and 12in

OS We need desktop apps, which means Windows 8: no iOS, Android or Windows RT   

Battery life Must last the day like an iPad. That rules out Intel Core processor tabs

KEY
1

2

3
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What a Win 8 hybrid 
needs to get right to 
earn a spot in our bag

ERGONOMICS 
There’s a sea of Windows 8 
hybrids out there, so you’ll 
need to keep your eyes 
peeled when wading through 
it. Your perfect fit might be a 
tab with a dockable keyboard 
or a mini-Ultrabook upstart 
with a rotating hinge. Maybe 
a sliding screen is more your 
thing. Whatever you choose, 
make sure accessories are 
compact and sturdy too.  

SCREEN
A tablet is 95% screen, so it’s 
a serious deal-breaker when 
things don’t look so pretty 
on it. Always demand that it’s 
sharp and bright with great 
contrast, and that it’s highly 
responsive to the touch. 

PERFORMANCE 
AND BATTERY
All the Win 8 devices here 
run on Intel’s low-power 
Atom processors. So while 
they lack the muscle of 
‘proper’ Core PCs, they enjoy 
better battery life. Our 
minimum requirement is that 
they navigate the finger-
optimised ‘Metro’ side of Win 
8 without stutter and are 
able to play movies and 
music and browse the web 
smoothly. But we’re also 
interested in how they cope 
when we throw video editing, 
games and multi-window 
multi-tasking at them. 

CONNECTIONS 
Can you use your Wi-Fi to 
piggyback on your mobile’s 
3G or would you like it built 
in? Is a USB port crucial for 
working on the fly or will the 
cloud do? Connectivity 
shouldn’t be an afterthought 
– make sure your tab works 
with the kit you need it to.

THE VITALS 

● HP Envy X2
The sell The Envy X2 looks well 

placed to take on full-sized 

laptops, rocking a detachable 11.6in 

screen, rather large keyboard 

dock, 64GB of storage and a 

brushed aluminium finish. Add in 

next-gen tricks such as NFC and 

we may have a winner.

● Acer Iconia W510
The sell This Iconia tablet acts like 

netbooks never died, with a 

compact 10in form, 720p screen 

and a low price tag. And if that’s 

not enough to win us over, a 

battery-filled keyboard dock 

that’s light enough to take out 

with us, might just do the trick.

● Lenovo ThinkPad 
Tablet 2 
The sell The only tab here that 

runs the specced-up Win 8 Pro OS 

says docks don’t have to have all 

the connectivity fun: this business- 

minded tab packs ports into every 

millimetre of its crafted edges and 

has tasty specs on the inside too.

● Asus VivoTab Smart 
The sell Windows 8 meets the 

Transformer series as Asus takes 

its expertise at Android hybrids 

and slaps a ‘VivoTab’ sticker on it.  

A 10.1in HD screen and Atom heart 

plus a nifty magnetic cover and 

Bluetooth keyboard complete a 

set-up with plenty of potential. 

● HP ElitePad 900
HP’s other Windows 8 tablet is 

another dockable, Atom affair, 

but with a screen that’s 1.5in 

smaller than that of the Envy X2. 

Sounds good, but it’s really 

aimed at business users. 

● Lenovo IdeaTab Lynx
The ThinkPad 2’s more affordable 

little brother has a dock that 

adds power rather than just 

connecting via Bluetooth. Sadly, 

we liked the ThinkPad Tablet 2 

much better.

● Dell Latitude 10
A nicely priced slate with a 

connection-heavy productivity 

dock, this Dell has Win 8 smarts 

and optional 3G but is another 

that puts business firmly before 

gaming and entertainment.

What we tested

And what didn’t make it in
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 WORTH
5500

Product Highlights:

· Equipped with a built-in 3G modem - No other bulky devices   

 required

· HSPA+ supported with up to 21.6Mbps download and    

 5.76Mbps upload speeds

· Supports up to 10 users simultaneously

· 2000mAh internal battery for extended hours of outdoor use

HOW TO ENTER
For a chance to win TP-LINK 3G Mobile Wi-Fi M5350, 
answer the questions given below: 

What is TP-LINK’s latest 3G SIM card Router?   

A) TL-MR3020 

B) M5350   

C) TL-MR3040 

 

If you had an M5350, what would you use it for?    

A) For traveling / business trip 

B) Share 3G Wi-Fi with several of my devices 

C) I would use it to ...............................

 

What networking product/LAN router are you currently using?  

A) TP-LINK  

B) I dont have a router 

C) Other brands. 

 
For more information, visit tp-link.in
                 TP-LINK INDIA

HURRY! 
COMPETITION 

CLOSES  
AUGUST 20

2013

BE SURPRISED BY WINNING ONE OF FIVE 
TP-LINK 3G MOBILE WI-FI M5350

Terms & conditions
This contest is only open to Indian Nationals. Prizes are not transferable. Contest is not open for the employees of Haymarket Group & TP-LINK . The prizes cannot be redeemed or exchanged for cash. 
Winners will be liable for any tax liability that may be leviable/applicable on account of benefits accrued/enjoyed from contest. The models and images of prize shown in the contest are for illustration 
purpose only. Haymarket SAC Publishing India Pvt Ltd would not be responsible for any entries lost or damaged or not reaching before the due date. Photocopies of this form would also be entertained. 
The decision of Haymarket SAC Publishing India Pvt Ltd is final & binding on all the parties incase of any disputes. Disputes, if any, subject to Mumbai Jurisdiction only.

W I N

·    Portable and cobblestone design ideal for travel use

·   Micro USB port for versatile recharging

·    OLED display provides a intuitive view of the device’s    

 working status

·    Equipped with a micro SD card slot for up to 32GB of    

 optional storage

Ways to participate:  

stuffcontest@haymarketsac.com  
with the subject line ‘TP-LINK Contest’

/stuffindia

CONTEST MANIA



S U P E R T E ST  W I N D O W S  8  TA B L E T S

If you’re looking for a hybrid 

tablet that gets the basics right, 

the W510 is a fine choice. It  

might not make the best first 

impression, but it soon wins you 

over, with bags of connections, 

speedy performance and great 

battery life. Everything, in fact, is 

simple and accessible – the tablet 

clicks into the keyboard dock 

adding battery and a USB port, 

and it’s well priced for the pair.  

With a faux-metallic and white 

plastic finish, the W510 isn’t as 

easy on the eye as the soft-touch 

Asus or imposing Lenovo, though, 

and there are other flaws in its 

design. While both bits of it are 

relatively light, it’s annoyingly top-

heavy as a hybrid, with a keyboard 

dock that just doesn’t feel as solid 

as the tablet part. We do like its 

ability to rotate on its hinge, 

though, and the 10.1in screen 

itself is a crisp 1366x768 effort. 

When it comes to flexing some 

tablet muscle, you’ll eke out a fair 

bit from its Atom brain. It handles 

basic Photoshop fixes, video 

streaming and navigating around 

full-fat software more smoothly 

than most of the others here, and 

it uses its battery well too: as a 

standalone slate it’ll last you the 

day, and with the keyboard 

docked, it’ll go overnight too.

So while the Acer won’t do 

everything your desktop PC can 

do, it’s a tidy on-the-go tablet 

that comes into its own as a duo. 

Some things are better in pairs – 
and the W510 is one of them

● ACER ICONIA W510 48,055 ★★★★✩

ERGONOMICS
Your flexible friend
The Acer is the neatest 

and most compact of the 

bunch. The keyboard is  

a bit cramped but still 

usable – about the same 

size as that on a netbook 

– and the hinge swings 

round 295°, turning it into 

a useful bedtime stand. 

●●●●●●●●●●

SCREEN
Contrast fortunes
At the same 1366x768 

resolution as the rest, the 

W510 has a fairly crisp 

display; as sharp as you’ll 

get on a W8 tab this size. 

Contrast is great, so 

whites really pop, but 

colours in some videos 

can look overcooked. 

●●●●●●●●●●

PERFORMANCE
It got (some) game
The W510 is impressively 

hiccup-free. It handles 

almost all you can throw 

at it, including casual 

games such as Hotline 

Miami, with ease – 

although modern FPSs 

(any many older 3D titles 

such as WoW) are out. 

●●●●●●●●●●

CONNECTIONS 
A question of ports
As a standalone tablet 

you’ll miss the USB2.0 

port, but as a pair, the 

W510 and keyboard dock 

have you covered – with 

microUSB and microHDMI, 

too. Of course a full-sized 

SD card slot would have 

been nice… 

●●●●●●●●●●

2

1 The rotating hinge is 
genuinely useful if you’re 
using the W510 outdoors, 
enabling you to choose 
the best angle to avoid 
glare and reflections.

2 There’s just 32GB of 
storage to play with, the 
lowest here, so you’d best 
slot in a microSD card 
sharpish. Fortunately, a 
32GB card only costs 
about 1200.

1
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All you need to do is download the free ‘Magzter’ app and get your copy now.

Try it out today.

iPad/iPhone users can download Magzter from the ‘App Store’.

Android users can download Magzter from ‘Android Market’.



Asus may have kickstarted the 

hybrid trend with the Eee Pad 

Transformer, but it’s the VivoTab 

Smart that feels most like a 

traditional slate here. It’s one of 

the lightest, alongside the Acer, 

and is the only device that doesn’t 

physically dock into a keyboard. 

Fortunately, Asus has packed  

a lot of tech into this tab. You get  

a generous 64GB worth of 

storage (plus 32GB free Asus 

WebStorage thrown in), a superb 

10.1in 720p display and the same 

battery-friendly Intel Atom 

processor found in its rivals.  

The VivoTab is also the most 

comfortable to hold as a tablet, 

with curved edges and a matte 

plastic back that, while a little 

creakier than we’ve come to 

expect, no doubt helps to keep 

the price low. 

If the limits of the iPad’s closed 

ecosystem leave you frustrated, 

the VivoTab is a great alternative. 

For movies and music on the go, 

without the iTunes ball and chain, 

we love it. Its performance at ‘real’ 

computing tasks is shown up by 

the others, but in an emergency 

you’ll be safe in the knowledge the 

VivoTab can handle word and basic 

image editing on the fly. The lack 

of a full USB port is a bit of a killer, 

though, as you’ll rack up more 

situations where, tablet in hand, 

you’ll wish for a real computer. So, 

as a tablet it rocks, but as a hybrid 

it falls a little short.

ERGONOMICS
Stop the docks 
The Asus has to make do 

with the magnetically 

attached Bluetooth 

TransBoard where the 

others have lap-friendly 

docking keyboards. That 

means no extra ports or 

battery life. The cover/

stand is nice though.

●●●●●●●●●●

SCREEN
Natural beauty
For movie connoisseurs 

who like actors to look 

natural rather than 

perma-tanned, the Asus 

is a good bet. Its 16:9 

screen is sharp and 

accurate, with impressive 

viewing angles. It’s not 

the brightest though. 

●●●●●●●●●●

PERFORMANCE
Slow but steady
By no means a shirker for 

everyday multi-tasking 

and web browsing, the 

Asus does wimp out a bit 

when running PC games 

such as FTL: Faster Than 

Light. That capacitive 

Windows home button is 

a little sluggish, too.  

●●●●●●●●●●

CONNECTIONS
Size is everything
By tablet standards, the 

VivoTab is well equipped, 

with a microUSB 

(doubling as microHDMI) 

port, a microSD slot and 

NFC. But the lack of full-

size USB ports makes 

accomplishing proper PC 

tasks a bit of a pain. 

●●●●●●●●●●

This is a multimedia monster 
dressed in tablet clothing

● ASUS VIVOTAB SMART TBA ★★★★✩

2

1
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1 The VivoTab’s battery 
will last the day, but when 
it’s dead, it’s dead: there’s 
no dock to charge it and 
no way to swap in a spare. 
So charge before you go.

2 The 8MP rear camera 
and 2MP front-facer both 
take good stills and video, 
which you can then tweak 
at full size without relying 
on limited apps.
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ERGONOMICS 
Oh you pretty thing
The Tablet 2 is one of the most 

attractive Windows 8 tabs yet, 

standing out from identikit slates 

with a black, blocky build and a 

curved left-hand edge to hide 

the digitiser. At 580g, it’s lighter 

than the iPad 4, and with all of 

the ports on the tablet part, you 

can get along fine without the 

keyboard/cover. Well, unless 

you’re doing any typing. The 

keyboard is a mixed bag: it slots 

together with the Tablet part, but 

only connects via Bluetooth, and 

it lacks the flexibility of the Acer’s. 

There’s also no trackpad – just 

an optical trackpoint – but that at 

least leaves space for roomy keys 

that are a pleasure to type on.

●●●●●●●●●●

PERFORMANCE
A real do-it-all 
Comparing dual-core Atom 

devices to the likes of full-

sized Core i5 Ultrabooks will 

always leave the tabs trailing 

in the dirt. But of the four on 

test, the Tab 2 did the best 

job of masquerading as a 

fully fledged portable PC. 

From creating documents 

in Office and sharing them 

via SkyDrive or Dropbox to 

installing and (patiently) 

playing half our Steam 

catalogue, the Lenovo found 

the power in its Intel guts to 

keep going when the others 

faltered. This is a great tablet 

for snap-happy types, as you 

can grab photos straight 

from your SD card with an 

SD-to-USB adapter, then 

organise and edit them  

with Adobe Bridge and 

Photoshop. You’ll need to be 

patient with big files, but with 

an update installed you can 

even work on RAW images.

The digitiser is helpful for 

accuracy when using the  

pen tool, and because 

desktop versions of the likes 

of Grooveshark aren’t 

designed for touchscreens, 

the stylus comes in handy 

more than you’d expect. 

●●●●●●●●●●

For a device that’s supposed to 

be all about compromise, the 

Lenovo stands its ground like 

Dwayne Johnson in a tsunami. It’s 

sturdy, with a rectangular shape 

that has a hint of the Microsoft 

Surface about it, and although  

the plastic flexes a little, it feels as 

if it’ll survive a fairly hefty knock. 

Battery life is decent, lagging 

slightly behind the excellent Acer 

and HP, but still giving you enough 

juice to stretch to a day’s video, 

email and web browsing. And 

impressively, that’s despite the 

fact that Lenovo has pumped up 

the brightness on the Tablet 2’s 

brilliant 10.1in screen. It’s also 

despite the fact that its keyboard 

dock is of the Bluetooth variety, 

so there’s no extra juice coming 

from that direction. At least it 

physically docks to the tablet 

part, giving it a clear advantage 

over the Asus.

Don’t let the fact that the Tablet 

2 warms up when it’s overworked 

(or when charging) worry you, as 

a stutter or two aside it’s the 

most capable device here. 

Browsing the web is a breeze and 

true multi-tasking with resizeable 

windows in the desktop mode is 

handled without a problem. It also 

packs in plenty of connectivity 

options – including a SIM card slot 

– and has two decent cameras on 

board. Add in the digitiser pen and 

you’ve got more than enough 

ways to use it on the go. 

Like squeezing a proper PC  
into a sexy 10in rectangle

● LENOVO THINKPAD TABLET 2 50,000 + TAXES (APPROX.) ★★★★✩

TEST
TEST

WINNER

S U P E R T E ST  W I N D O W S  8  TA B L E T S
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Windows 8 
got game
What most excites us 
about these Windows 8 
tabs is what they mean 
for portable Steam 
gaming. Tomb Raider’s 
not going to work,  
but awesome, less 
demanding casual 
crackers such as Hotline 
Miami and Deadlight will, 
and neither of those are 
on iOS or Android.

SCREEN
Bright young thing
The Asus just steals the 

crown on colour accuracy, 

but the Tablet 2’s screen is 

the brightest here by a mile, 

making it great for outdoor 

working. Its punchy, too, with 

top-notch contrast. It’s a 

fingerprint magnet, though.  

●●●●●●●●●●

CONNECTIONS 
SIM city
All the ports you need are on 

the Tablet 2 itself, although 

USB hard disks need their 

own power source. It also  

has microUSB for charging,  

mini HDMI and a microSD slot. 

The ace up its sleeve? A SIM 

slot for 3G or 4G on the move.  

●●●●●●●●●●

2

1

1 Pressing hard with the 
digitiser doesn’t mimic 
your fingers, annoyingly, 
but you can use the 
button as a right click or  
to take a screen grab. 

2 We’d always go for the 
Tablet 2’s physical home 
button over the capacitive 
variety seen on some 
rivals. You’ll use it plenty, 
saving precious seconds.
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Less anti-iPad, more shrunken 

down MacBook Pro, the Envy X2 

has taken the larger route, with 

an 11.6in screen, almost full-sized 

keyboard dock and an eye-

watering price tag. 

Brushed aluminium is a big 

bonus and the HP puts the rest of 

the tablets on test to shame for 

premium weight and feel. Boot it 

up, though, and there’s an awful 

lot of space being wasted with 

those big bezels. Plus, as a tablet 

it feels light enough, but it’s too 

unwieldy to comfortably hold  

with one hand while prodding 

with the other. 

It might be bigger but it’s not 

beefier: performance is adequate, 

sure, but the HP’s dual-core Atom 

innards make you wait for even 

the cursor to appear from time to 

time. Though not a deal-breaker, 

the 8MP rear camera takes pretty 

poor snaps indoors, too. 

The HP has two main things 

going for it. The first is superb 

battery life, both as a standalone 

tab that’ll last you the day and a 

hybrid that might make it through 

a weekend. Secondly, it has a 

plethora of connections, meaning 

you can hook up your X2 to the 

telly with the full HDMI port and 

control it from your smartphone 

with HP’s Remote app. 

So it’s not without its positives, 

but unless the bigger screen and 

keys are a must, the X2 is far too 

expensive to recommend. 

ERGONOMICS
Keys to your heart
The Envy X2’s dock has a 

full-sized keyboard with a 

great, textured trackpad 

that supports two-finger 

scrolling. The dock’s hinge 

juts downwards, making 

for a raised typing angle 

on flat surfaces, but sore 

knees when on your lap.

●●●●●●●●●●

SCREEN
A stretch too far
The screen is no stunner, 

stretching the standard 

1366x768 resolution over 

a larger 11.6in display. Text 

can look fuzzy in Win 8 at 

the best of times, and the 

X2 doesn’t help. Colours 

are vibrant, though, and 

viewing angles are OK. 

●●●●●●●●●●

PERFORMANCE
Softly does it
There’s not much in it, but 

the HP trails the Lenovo 

and Acer in use, with a 

few crashes plus issues 

connecting to the Win 8 

Store. Give it something 

gentle such as indie 

platformer Limbo, though, 

and it works a treat.

●●●●●●●●●●

CONNECTIONS 
The wrong place
Two USB2.0s, an SDXC 

card slot and full-sized 

HDMI port: so far, so 

excellent. Our main 

concern is that they’re all 

on the keyboard dock, 

with just a microSD slot 

on the tab – not great if 

you want to travel light.

●●●●●●●●●●

It looks like a laptop, it feels  
like a laptop. It’s not a laptop

● HP ENVY X2 57,133 + TAXES ★★★✩✩

2

1

1 NFC might seem an odd 
addition for a hybrid 
tablet, but HP is bringing 
out a mouse accessory 
that pairs via a simple tap 
of the X2’s screen. Neat.

2 The X2 has some 
baffling design touches: the 
power and volume sit on 
the back and there are two 
headphone jacks as one  
is covered when docked. 
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1 32

TESTSTWINNER

THE WINNER IS... 
Lenovo ThinkPad Tablet 2

01 Microsoft Wedge  
Touch Mouse 
This mini Bluetooth mouse is  

seriously handy if you’re using the 

Tablet 2 on a flat surface. Flick and  

swipe it to scroll around Win 8.  

3015 / cromaretail.com

02 Lenovo ThinkPad  
Tablet 2 Sleeve
Shield your ThinkPad combo from  

life’s nasties with this leather cover. 

They had us at the red stitching.  

na / shop.lenovo.com 

03 Transcend RPD8 
Multi Card Reader 
Stick this into the Tablet 2’s USB  

port for easy photo loadage.  

570 / ebay.in

+ Now add these

The Lenovo is the best of a 

surprisingly good lot. In fact,  

our time with these Windows 8 

tablets was a bit of a revelation. 

None are perfect, and Atom’s 

limitations are as easy to spot  

as a chunky toddler hiding behind 

a Philippe Starck lamp, but if you 

nudge any of these machines 

down the path of proper 

computing (writing documents, 

image and video editing, casual 

gaming) you’ll be pleasantly 

surprised. Sure, you’ll have to  

be patient, and such desktop 

software won’t always look as 

pretty as full-screen, iPad-style 

apps do, but if you want finger-

friendly fare, Windows Metro’s 

apps are but a button press 

away. The versatility of these 

tablets is truly amazing.

As for our winner, it’s a sexy 

slab which puts in the best 

performance and even comes  

in at a reasonable price – bearing 

in mind that a 64GB 4G iPad 4  

is 43,900. The digitiser pen 

makes good sense with 

Windows 8 desktop mode, the 

keyboard accessory is a joy to 

type on and the Tablet 2 itself 

has ports aplenty. In fact, 

everybody’s invited to the 

ThinkPad party, leaving the  

iPad out in the cold with only  

its adaptor minions for company. 

The bar for any slate trotting 

through our doors is now far 

higher. Jump, gadgets, jump.
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DimensionsConnectivityCPU Battery (hrs)StorageDisplay

HP Envy X2  ★★★✩✩
The hefty HP has an 11.6in screen and brushed-aluminium 
body, but its innards aren’t so beefy, so it falls short here.

57,133 + taxes / hp.com/in

Asus VivoTab Smart  ★★★★✩
The VivoTab’s lack of a proper dockable keyboard counts 
against it, but as a tablet alone it’s one of the best Win 8 efforts.

tba / asus.com/in

Acer Iconia W510  ★★★★✩
More than the sum of its parts, the W510 teams a capable 
tablet with an excellent keyboard dock for an impressive whole.

48,055 / acer.co.in

Lenovo ThinkPad Tablet 2  ★★★★✩
The days of underpowered tablet compromises are over: the 
Tablet 2 is the portable touchscreen PC we’ve been waiting for.

50,000 + taxes (approx.) / lenovo.com/in

303x206x 
19mm; 1.41kg 

(inc dock)

7 (claimed;  
14 with 

keyboard 
dock) 

USB2.0 (x2), 
SD card, 

HDMI, NFC, 
Bluetooth 4.0

64GB SSD

Intel Atom 
Z2760 dual-

core @ 
1.8GHz

11.6in, 
1366x768 

LED-backlit 
IPS

262x171x 
14.7mm; 

870g  
(inc dock)

9.5 (claimed)

microUSB, 
microHDMI, 

NFC, 
microSD, 

Bluetooth 4.0

64GB + 32GB 
free Asus 

WebStorage

Intel Atom 
Z2760 dual-

core @ 
1.8GHz

10.1in, 
1366x768 
720p IPS 

258x167x 
18.7mm; 

1.26kg  
(inc dock)

9 (claimed;  
18 with 

keyboard 
dock)

USB2.0, 
microUSB, 

microHDMI, 
microSD, 

Bluetooth 4.0

32GB SSD

Intel Atom 
Z2760 dual-

core @  
1.5GHz

10.1in, 
1366x768 

TFT IPS, LED

262x164x 
19.3mm; 

938kg  
(inc dock)

10 (claimed)

USB2.0, 
microUSB, 
mini HDMI, 
microSD, 

Bluetooth 4.0

64GB SSD

Intel Atom 
Z2760 dual-

core @ 
1.8GHz

10.1in, 
1366x768 

IPS, LED 
backlight

CONNECTIONS

We left Windows 8 hybrids 
with Core processors out of 
this test on account of their 
shorter battery lives, extra 
weight and bigger price tags. 
But that hasn’t stopped us 
getting giddy about the 
imminent arrival of the 
Microsoft Surface Pro and 
Asus Transformer Book. 
These true tablet PCs will no 
doubt justify the extra zeros 
on their price tags with raw 
performance, while gadget 
laws decree that their 
successors will be faster, 
slimmer and cheaper too.  
In fact, when Intel’s Core 
‘Haswell’ processors come 
out later this year, we should 
see devices almost as small 
as those tested packing 
Ultrabook-level capabilities. 
Perhaps even an Apple 
MacPad. Exciting times.

SCREENERGONOMICS

PERFORMANCE

WHAT’S NEXT?
10 9 8 7 6  5 4 3 2  1 

THE SUMMARY ● Acer Iconia W510 ● Asus VivoTab Smart 
● Lenovo ThinkPad Tablet 2 ● HP Envy X2

TECH
RATER

10 9 8 7 6  5 4 3 2  1 

10 9 8 7 6  5 4 3 2  1 10 9 8 7 6  5 4 3 2  1 
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 HOT
STUFF

You’ve struggled with Papa Bear’s 10in  
tab, and broken Baby Bear’s 5.5in phablet. 
Will a mid-size media marvel be ‘just right’? 
And will Mummy Bear let you have a go? 

STUFF SAYS  ★★★★✩

A multi-tasking and note-taking powerhouse, but a tad pricey

The contender  
This is the first Samsung tablet 

we’ve been excited about for a 

while. It’s a shrunk-down Note 

10.1; an iPad Mini rival with a 

quad-core processor and a 

handy stylus. But it’s also a 

sized-up Note II, as the Galaxy 

510 can make voice calls. Plus, 

the Note 510 has a much 

improved Multi-Window split 

screen feature, which now 

handily supports Google apps 

such as Chrome, Maps and 

YouTube. A microSD slot for 

adding up to an extra 64GB and 

a huge 4600mAh battery 

complete the geek’s wishlist, 

but style gurus might be 

disappointed by the Note’s 

cheap-feeling fit and finish. 

Eight and great? 

Ignore the slightly creaky 

plastic and the Note 510 puts in 

a brilliant performance. It’s as 

light as the Mini and, thanks to 

its widescreen form, is the 

easiest of the current crop of 

8in tablets to clasp, making 

two-thumbed email messaging 

in portrait mode speedy. It’s 

smooth and responsive, packs  

a solid 8-9hr battery life and its 

1280x800 screen is vibrant, 

albeit with a tendency to over-

amp colours. Only the below-

par 5MP cam and bizarrely high 

price tag let the Note 510 down. 

Oh, and the Google Play Store:  

it’ still the case that no Android 

tablet can touch Apple for 

quality and variety of apps.

Samsung Galaxy Note 510

Tech  Android 4.1.2  quad-core 1.6GHz Exynos A9  2GB RAM  

 16/32GB (+ up to 64GB microSD)  Up to 9hrs battery  8in, 

1280x800, 189ppi   5MP rear, 1.3MP front  211x136x8mm  340g 

Price  `30,900 / samsung.com/in

Amazon Kindle 
Fire HD 8.9

Samsung Galaxy 
Note 510

Apple iPad 
Mini

8TEAM

THE
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STUFF SAYS  ★★★★✩

Ideal for tablet newbs, but both the Note and iPad outgun it
STUFF SAYS  ★★★★★

Ignore the screen’s retro res; the blingy Mini is a slim winner

The contender 

Whereas the 7in Kindle Fire HD 

made a great web browser, 

e-reader and small screen for 

movies, this 8.9incher should 

make more sense as a fully 

blown tablet. That said, it’s 

necessarily bigger and bulkier 

than either the Note 510 or iPad 

Mini, and that grown-up tablet 

feel makes it harder to accept 

Amazon’s walled garden 

approach, which cuts off whole 

chunks of the Play Store from 

its users. What do you get in 

return? A mesmerising Amazon 

shop window, rendered in crisp 

1920x1200, with easy access to 

its prodigious library of books, 

music and movies, and a solid 

all-day battery life. 

Eight and great? 

The Fire HD’s screen earns its 

name – text is rendered more 

cleanly than on the Mini while 

photos and flicks display 

luscious colours, so it’s only  

the off-whites that let it down. 

Amazon’s heavy skin of Android 

is big, bold and welcoming – 

much more so than anything 

Samsung or Sony has come up 

with lately. But it masks what 

the 8.9 can do: email, browsing 

and file playback are pushed 

back, which is frustrating if you 

know your way around Android. 

Coupled with just a single 

camera for video calls and a 

ponderous Silk browser, the 

Fire’s bulk is writing cheques 

that its functionality can’t cash. 

The contender 
Apple’s small slate might have 

been late to the plate, but the 

7.9in iPad Mini has since sidled 

past its big brother on many  

a gadgeteer’s team list. It feels 

lighter and slimmer than its 

specs suggest, and so is less 

likely to be left at home than the 

blubbery iPad, runs all the same 

brilliant apps and is the most 

affordable entry into the world 

of iOS. It comes with Siri, a 5MP 

cam that smashes those of the 

other tablets in this test, and 

optional 3G/4G. The catch?  

The 1024x768 screen that 

makes text and homescreens 

look less than sharp, though it’s 

still a useful 4:3 shape and has 

superb contrast and colours.  

Eight and great? 
Sleek and skinny, the aluminium 

Mini is much better-looking 

than its 8in nemeses – a fact 

that keeps case pedlars in beer 

money. Once you’ve waded 

through the huge app store, 

downloading and using software 

is hiccup-free. The battery lasts 

well over a day and iOS remains 

easy to get to grips with. That 

said, it’s looking increasingly 

dated against the clever tricks 

and pen-flips of the Samsung; 

iOS 7 can’t come soon enough. 

But even so, an app selection 

that turns the Mini into anything 

from a pro audio recorder to a 

console nabs it top spot. And to 

think, a Retina Display Mini is 

rumoured to be on the way too…

Amazon Kindle Fire HD 8.9 Apple iPad Mini 

Tech  Android 4.0  dual-core 1.5GHz OMAP4470  1GB RAM  

 16/32GB  8.9in, 1920x1200, 254ppi  up to 10hrs battery  

 1.3MP camera  HDMI  239x163x9mm  567g 

Price  `21,999 (32GB) / amazon.in

Tech  iOS 6  dual-core 1 GHz A5 500MB RAM  16/32/64GB  

 7.9in, 1024x768, 163ppi  up to 10hrs battery  5MP rear,  

1.2MP front 200x134.7x7.2mm  312g 

Price  from `21,900 / apple.com/in

TESTWINNER
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43,490 / in.blackberry.com

Yatish Suvarna spends five weeks with BlackBerry’s make-or-break 
smartphone. But was it good enough to melt his Apple-loving heart?

BLACKBERRY Z10
816 HOURS WITH THE

DAY 01
We gawked when we first held 

BlackBerry’s godphone in our 

hands – it was unlike any BB 

phone we had ever held. To some 

extent, it did look like an iPhone, 

but that’s that. It was BlackBerry’s 

make-or-break phone. The initial 

excitement was unprecedented 

worldwide, and we too were 

mighty impressed with the effort 

BlackBerry’d put into the Z10. 

Now, after spending a few weeks 

with the phone, we have a fix not 

only on the good bits, but also on 

the bits that need a bit of work. 

The good bits first. The BlackBerry 

Z10 is a staggering good effort in 

overall build quality and design. 

Which means it is a charm to hold 

– you just won’t feel like placing 

the device back in your pocket or 

on the desk. The display is sharp 

and, thanks to speedy internals, 

everything from webpages to HD 

videos are fun to work with. 

BlackBerry Hub is a work of pure 

sorcery, though it does need to 

iron out some issues. These, so far, 

are the good bits. 

What we feel the Z10 majorly 

lacks in is the apps that one can 

access from the new BlackBerry 

appstore, BlackBerry World. There 

were 70,000 apps promised at 

launch, but numbers alone do  

not ensure a quality experience 

overall.  Even as we write this, top 

apps such as Instagram and 

Google Maps aren’t yet on the  

list. After a woefully long wait, 

WhatsApp finally made it to the 

appstore last month. 

The story is just as bleak when 

you feel the need to play the latest 

games. Popular games hardly 

make it to the BlackBerry World 

store. Even if they do, it is usually 

after months of their Apple and 

Android release. Asphalt 7 can be 

downloaded for free, but it is still 

the older version. No Subway 

Surfers. No Despicable Me. For 

now, it’s just Angry Birds that 

keeps us from pulling our hair out.

Finally, the one thing that does 

need a bit of juice is the camera 

app. While the 8MP cam takes 

great shots in daylight, it is a 

completely different story in low 

light, during which images are 

crammed with noise. Why are 

manual settings for ISO and white 

balance missing? When compared 

to competition, the Z10 hugely 

lacks in customisation options.

Though we still love TimeShift! 

Which is of great help. Finally you 

get your group shots right.

“While the 8MP cam takes great 
shots in daylight, it is a completely 
different story in low light”
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Donut of Truth™

LO N G -T E R M  T E ST

STUFF SAYS

Words: Yatish Suvarna 
 Deputy Editor 

01

03

04

05

02

minutes of our time, and  

we now have Google Maps for 

Android running on the Z10. It’s a 

life-saver, as BlackBerry Maps 

lacks walking directions. Sadly, not 

all Android apps are as easily 

converted. Oh, we recently loaded 

Instagram too! 

DAY 15
An alarm app fixed my oversleeping 

woes, but the trains are still rubbish, 

so I spend my lengthy journey 

writing a review on the Z10. I’m 

soon an unstoppable typing 

machine thanks to its excellent 

onscreen keyboard – it’s as good 

as SwiftKey on Android. High praise.

DAY 22
We’ve finally cracked and bought 

the spare-battery-and-charger 

bundle. The Z10’s battery life hasn’t 

improved and we needed 

reassurance in case we found 

ourselves stranded on yet another 

slow-moving train.

DAY 34
We have phantom swipe 

syndrome. We swipe around every 

other device we use, so deeply 

embedded within us are the Z10’s 

gestures. We are addicted to them.  

We are addicted to the insanely 

fast multitasking and the instant 

Hub peek. We are slaves to that 

red LED too. 

DAY 02
The Time Shift camera feature, 

which lets you swap faces into 

group shots, is a winner. We were 

even able to get perfect photos of 

kids bustling out of pre-school 

right in front of our office. 

DAY 03
Sleep is an important thing, which  

is why waking up on a Monday 

morning is something we hate to 

do. However, since there isn’t a  

way out, we need about five 

alarms in the morning to maybe 

slide out of bed. The Z10 limits you 

to one. Spot the problem? We tried 

convincing the editor about this, 

and he laughed on our faces!

DAY 05
Either we’re spoilt by the Note’s 

2500mAh battery, or something 

is seriously wrong. We had 46% 

left at lunchtime, yet the Z10 

needed to be recharged for the 

commute home. Well, at least the 

phone gets hot enough to warm 

our hands. That’s normal, right?

DAY 10
We don’t need a million apps. A 

few games, a journey planner, and 

we are sorted. Plus, we have 

worked out how to side-load 

Android apps: all it took was a PC, 

the free DDPB software and 10 

Display 4.2in LCD, 

1280x768 (356ppi)

CPU Dual-core 

Qualcomm 

Snapdragon @ 1.5GHz

OS BlackBerry 10 

Storage 16GB (+ up to 

32GB microSD) 

Camera 8MP, 1080p 

(rear); 2MP, 720p 

(front) 

Connectivity Wi-Fi, 

Bluetooth 4.0, NFC, 

microUSB, LTE, 

microHDMI, 3.5mm 

Battery (claimed) up 

to 305 hours standby 

(3G) / up to 10 hours 

talktime (3G) 

Dimensions 

130x65.6x9mm, 136g

01 Fantastic build quality 
and lovely grippy back
02 Addicted to gestures, 
BB Hub and multitasking 
03 Super-fast browser 
with handy reader mode

04 Battery life is definitely 
below par
05 App lovers will be left 
sorely disappointed

Great phone for 
the messaging 
hogs and multi-
tasking. Camera 
and apps bit do 
not impress
★★★★✩
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BEFORE YOU START

SHORT FILM MAKING
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BETA 
YOURSELF
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Explore budget options. You 

may not have a RED Epic, but 

filmmakers are increasingly 

using DSLR cameras such as the 

Canon 5D Mark III. You can even 

kit out your iPhone with Canon 

lenses using a handy rig from 

Phocus (smartphocus.com).

Use what you need. Hiring kit 

is expensive, so work out what 

you will actually need for the 

shots you want to get. A dolly 

for tracking shots, for instance, 

or a macro lens for close-ups.

Improvise! Sam Raimi stuck  

a camera to a plank for tracking 

shots in The Evil Dead, but 

high-tech, low-cost options 

abound these days. Check out 

the Parrot AR Drone 2.0 – it 

features a Director Mode for 

sweeping aerial shots.

Short films are today’s medium of choice for inventive storytellers 

Know what to do and when to 
do it. A film is born in these stages: 

 pre-production: scripting, raising 

funds and planning.

 production: shooting the film.  

 post-production: editing, 

grading and visual effects.

Take time over your script. 
Months, if need be. If your story 

isn’t up to scratch, even the best 

actors and most expensive 

cameras in the world won’t 

prevent your film being rubbish.

Decide where you’re going.
Draw up a list of accessible 

locations (home, park, work)  

and write around them. Even 

mundane locations can be made 

interesting with a clever script and 

some ingenuity – look at films 

such as Primer and Following.

Be resourceful. Dead Man’s 

Shoes director Shane Meadows 

made a short film with his phone. 

Dedicated cams are expensive to 

hire, so ask friends if you can 

borrow their DSLRs and use cheap 

but capable editing software such 

as Lightworks (lwks.com).  

Keep spirits high. Film-making 

is a group effort – discuss 

characters with your cast 

beforehand, keep everyone fed 

and watered, and let everyone 

know their efforts are appreciated. 

Take care of the details.  
Meticulous storyboarding and 

proper budgeting are necessary 

evils, and remember copyright 

clearances for visuals and music 

– otherwise you might not be 

able to show your film in festivals.



CREW EXERCISES STARTER 
SKILLS
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LEVEL
UP WITH...
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■ THE BOOK
INTO THE WOODS  
BY JOHN YORKE

1473 / flipkart.com
Former Channel 4 head 
of drama and controller of 
BBC drama production 
Yorke sets out to analyse 
the patterns behind 
storytelling, explaining 
why the fundamentals of 
narrative have remained 
the same from Aristotle 
to Aaron Sorkin. A great 
starting point for anyone 
wanting to create a story.

■ THE WEBSITE
STUDENT FILM 
MAKERS OF INDIA

free / tinyurl.com/pr89vxc
A great resource for 
film-makers, Shooting 
People hooks you up  
with cast and crew, 
serves up monthly film 
comps for members, and 
nets you discounts on 
entry fees to film 
festivals. It also features 
lots of resources for 
film-makers, including  
a comprehensive events 
calendar, blogs and a 
useful Q&A section.

■ THE FILM
SIDE BY SIDE

tba/ 
sidebysidethemovie.com
Keanu Reeves’ absorbing 
documentary (yes, 
seriously) finds the actor 
canvassing some of 
Hollywood’s top directors 
– including Martin 
Scorsese, David Fincher 
and Christopher Nolan – 
for their opinions on the 
shift from film to digital. 
Its account of how digital 
has democratised the 
industry makes for 
inspirational viewing.  

Assemble a team. Your core 

crew members are: a producer 

to handle the budget; a director 

to spend it; a cinematographer 

to light the scene and operate 

the camera; a sound recorder; 

and an editor to cut the film.

Network! Need a camera 

operator or a visual effects 

artist? Get out there and meet 

fellow film-makers at festivals, 

networking events and through 

websites such as raindance.org 

and shootingpeople.org. 

Don’t forget to budget. 
Hiring kit, getting cast and crew 

to the location and feeding 

them all costs money. Robert 

Rodriguez famously funded his 

films by participating in medical 

research; fortunately we now 

have Kickstarter and Indiegogo.

Be sure what your film is 
about. Not just what happens 

in it, but what message you’re 

trying to convey. For example, 

Aliens may be about aliens, but 

its themes include motherhood, 

femininity and America’s 

involvement in Vietnam. 

Show, don’t tell. Before you 

start shooting, look for plot and 

character beats that can be 

illustrated through visuals 

rather than dialogue; a shot of  

a man slipping off his wedding 

ring before talking to a woman 

instantly gives you a lot of 

information about his character.

Embrace your limitations. 
Work with the resources you 

have, not those you might be 

able to get. Got a weird location 

or prop? Make it the film’s hub.

Use focus and depth of 
field. Focus determines which 

part of an image is sharp; depth 

of field refers to how much of 

the image is in focus. Draw your 

audience by altering the focus 

of the lens during the shot.

Master transitions. Editors 

use different transitions to  

cut between shots; fades and 

dissolves can be used to 

illustrate the passage of time. 

Try cutting on motion to add  

a sense of fluidity.

Don’t cross the line! Imagine 

a line drawn between two 

characters. Shoot from one  

side of it, so both actors face 

opposite sides of the frame 

when cutting between them.  

“Crossing the line” breaks the 

offside rule of film-making.
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Make your  
own mini MET 
office with it
This weather 

station’s sensors 

record humidity,  

air pressure,  

noise, CO2 levels 

and real-time 

temperature both 

indoors and out, 

before putting  

the data into graph 

form for your iPad. 

It’ll even suggest 

opening a window 

when your room’s 

CO2 levels get high.

Netatmo Urban 
Weather Station / 

17,372, ebay.in

Turn it into a 
Windows 8 tab
Or an OS X Lion iPad, 

depending on your 

home computer. 

Install the free 

Splashtop Streamer 

on your Mac or 

PC, and you can 

control your desktop 

remotely on an iPad 

via the Splashtop 

Personal app. It even 

streams audio and 

video, so you can 

watch HD films or 

play games over 

Wi-Fi or your data 

connection. 

Splashtop Personal / 
270, iTunes

Record music 
on it at pro 
quality 
Combine this stereo 

mic with Garageband, 

and you’ve got a 

mobile recording 

studio for the price 

of a battered old 

acoustic. The Spark 

Digital sports a 

‘focus control’ button 

for emphasising 

higher frequencies, 

making it nifty for 

podcasts too. 

Blue Spark Digital / 
16,900, bajaao.

com; Garageband / 
270, iTunes

Bolster your 
computer’s 
screen estate
Desktop screen 

more packed than  

a rush-hour local? 

Turn your old iPad 

into a second screen. 

Install the Air Display 

drivers on your Mac 

or PC, download  

the app and start 

whizzing things 

between screens.  

If you don’t already 

have an iPad stand, a 

Breffo Spiderpodium 

Tablet ( 799, ebay.

in) will do nicely.

Air Display / 
550, iTunes

It can’t run iOS6 and your friends have started using it as a tea tray. 
Never fear: We have got some apps and accessories that’ll make 
your first-gen iPad essential again

Repurpose it as 
a studio light
Photographers 

know how useful  

a ‘soft box’ light 

source is for 

close-ups. And 

that’s what your 

iPad becomes with 

this handy app, 

which packs a mass 

of diffusers and 

useful textures to 

help shed the right 

illumination on your 

subject. Pair it with 

Photo Soft Box Pro 

Remote ( 55) for 

Bluetooth control. 

Photo Soft Box Pro 
HD / 170, iTunes
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BEATS  vs  IN-EAR BRILLIANCE

14,240BEATS BY DR DRE 
STUDIO

SONY XBA-3 
+ FIIO E07K ANDES

21,000

ALTERNA-

GADGET
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Thinking of joining the Beats brigade? Stop! Take  
this less trodden path to commuter audio nirvana 
(complete with external DAC) and you’ll save cash too

STYLE & BUILD SOUND QUALITY NOISE REDUCTION

■ BEATS 
Once modern and fresh, the 

Studios used to mark you out 

as a chic sonic connoisseur. 

Now, particularly in their myriad 

vibrant colour options, they 

merely seem to shout I LIKE 

MUSIC, LOOK HOW COOL I AM.

■ SONY/FIIO 
They won’t win any design 

awards, but to anyone who 

peers closely enough at your 

earholes, the XBA-3s manage 

to look reassuringly expensive. 

The FiiO is classy and solid,  

but you’ll probably have that 

tucked in a pocket anyway.

■ BEATS 
There’s no denying the fullness 

of bass you get from Beats, nor 

the 3D soundstage. However, 

they don’t do ‘real’. So vocals 

sound as if they’re piped 

through a megaphone and 

delicate instruments are blurry.

■ SONY/FIIO

Fed lossless FLACs from a PC 

(or some Android gadgets via a 

USB OTG cable), this combo will 

open your ears to high fidelity. 

Even connected straight to an 

iPhone 5 the XBA-3s sound 

crisply detailed, while still full 

and bassy when required. 

■ BEATS 
This is where these big Beats 

really shine, as their built-in 

noise-cancelling tech copes 

brilliantly with a variety of 

situations. The only bummer  

is that they die completely  

if the batteries run down.

■ SONY/FIIO

Once you find the earbuds  

that fit best from the supplied 

assortment, these sound 

isolators valiantly block out 

surrounding hum and chatter. 

They’re not so effective at real 

extremes, so frequent flyers 

may not be impressed.

These sound-isolating earphones ( 7990) are 
among the best. We’ve paired them with FiiO’s 
portable DAC/headphone amp ( 6250), which 
can be fed by USB cable or through a line input.

Once just a stylish, welcome alternative to 
Bose’s noise-cancelling cans, the original Beats 
are now a cultural icon.There are knock-offs 
available at every street and corner.

STUFF SAYS 
The Beats 
still have 
skills, but real 
music fans 
should treat 
their ear 
canals to the 
truer sonics 
and superior 
versatility of 
the Sony/
FiiO combo
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Q  TWO BECOME ONE
I have two very basic mobile 

phones that I carry with me at all 

times; one is a company phone 

and the other is personal. Is there 

one handset – ideally an iPhone, 

Galaxy S4 or HTC One – that I can 

put both SIM cards in and it’ll ring 

when either one is called? My 

budget is about 60,000. 

Ashish Kalekar

A  If only you lived in China – 

then you could get a dual-

SIM S4. Over here, if you pick  

up an iPhone 4S ( 41,400, 

istoreindia.com), you can get a 

Dual SIM Case that allows you to 

install two cards and choose 

between them using a switch on 

the back. They won’t be active at 

the same time, but if you want a 

decent phone, that’s a sacrifice 

you’ll have to make.  If you can live 

with that, you’re golden.  

Q  GNARLOGRAPHY 
I’ve recently started 

snorkelling and skydiving, and  

I’m looking for a camera that can 

capture the ups and downs of 

both but also serve as my 

everyday snapper. I don’t want  

to spend more than 20,000… 

Adarsh Pisharodi 

A  For video, Adarsh, we’d pick 

Panasonic’s FT5 but it’s a 

bit over your budget. You should 

be able to get the recently 

replaced Nikon AW100 ( 14,950, 

nikon.co.in), which is waterproof.  

Q  WIN-D’OHS MEDIA
I have an Onkyo amplifier 

that accepts streamed music 

from my phone, iPad and Galaxy 

Tab using the Onkyo Remote app. 

However, it seems that grumpy 

old Windows  Media Player is  

a little reticent about joining in 

the wireless fun. Is there an 

alternative app I can use to 

stream files from my PC? 

Vishal Mestry

A  Well, VM, anything that 

supports DLNA 1.5 

streaming should work, so you 

could give XBMC ( free, xbmc.

org) a bash. It’s an open-source 

media player for Windows, Mac 

OS and Linux that has plenty of 

fans here at Stuff Towers, plus 

there’s a remote app available  

for Android and iOS.

Q    FREQUENT FLYER 
I spend hours at airports 

waiting for connections, usually 

with as little luggage as possible, 

but I always carry a laptop. I need 

to replace my old Toshiba with 

something slim and light that  

I can connect to a projector.  

I don’t need a full desktop 

replacement but I’m not sure a 

tablet is worth the money. Could 

you suggest anything else? 

Srini Chandrashekhar

A  Sounds like Acer’s Aspire S7 

( 97,437, acer.co.in) is the 

one for you, Srini. It’s skinnier 

than a MacBook Air and has an 

HDMI port to hook it up to a 

projector. But its 1920x1080 

touchscreen folds right back  

so you could use it instead of  

a projector for small groups.  

Q        SPEAKEASY 
Computer speakers are 

getting bigger, better and more 

expensive. I need a speaker 

solution to go with my new Mac 

Mini that won’t break the bank, 

bring the house down, or worst 

of all, wake the children. They 

should be small, stylish and  

cost less than 30,000.

Eliyesar Thomas

A  On that budget, Thomas, 

you won’t get anything 

child-bothering but Epoz 

Aktimate Micro ( 27,500, 

aktimate.com) stereo speakers 

are worth a butcher’s. Flakey 

buttons aside, you’ll find enough 

oomph to fill a room. If you want 

better looks you’ll have to pay 

for a pair of Focal XS Book 

( 29,999, focal.com).    

brought to you by

( 29,999, focal.com).    





Gadgets can be stubbornly rigid, but  
the days of cracked screens and  
chunky cases will soon be over:  

welcome to the flexi-tech revolution

F�URE
BE�IS

If you’re reading this on an iPad  
or Xperia Tablet Z, congratulations 
– you’re holding one of sci-fi’s 
most enduring icons. From  
Arthur C Clarke’s ‘Newspad’ to  
the electronic clipboards in Star 
Trek, tablets are the brainchild of 
yesterday’s prescient geeks. But 

their ideas didn’t stop at rigid 
glowing rectangles. The ultimate 
aim has always been to have 
tablets that fold and flex like paper 
– witness Minority Report’s 
electronic newspapers. Turns out 
that’s not far away either. While 
we’ve been stubbing our fingers on 

glass, scientists have been cooking 
up the tech needed to make ‘flex-
to-zoom’ a reality, with the billions 
now being pumped into graphene 
research a major catalyst. But why 
would you need a fold-up iPad? 
And how long before we’re reading 
paper-thin digital rags on the train?

�E

➥
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Gadgets can be stubbornly rigid, but 
the days of cracked screens and

over: chunky cases will soon be over: 
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G
adgets are versatile little critters 

these days, but one thing most 

of them steadfastly refuse to do 

is flex. If you’ve ever suffered the pain 

of a fractured tablet or cringed at the 

sight of a cracked smartphone screen, 

you’ll know that this can be a bit 

irksome. The reason for their rigidity is 

simple: the guts of today’s gadgets – 

screens, processors and various other 

electronics – are made using materials 

that don’t bend. At all. This is why they 

often have a sandwich-type structure, 

with front covers, back covers and rigid 

components between the two.

Convincing them to bend isn’t easy. 

As pioneering materials scientist 

Professor John Rogers says, “Bendable 

systems require totally new materials 

and manufacturing techniques.” These 

materials and techniques are, as we’re 

about to reveal, at a more advanced 

stage than you’d think. But while this 

makes flexi-tech a question of ‘when’ 

rather than ‘if’, we should first rewind 

to that underlying poser: why make 

them bendy in the first place?

Warped schemes
The most obvious reason is sheer 

ruggedness. In January, Samsung’s 

Mobile Display Lab in San Jose 

introduced its flexible Youm display  

at Las Vegas’ annual CES techfest. 

While Senior VP of Engineering Brian 

Berkeley’s flexing of a hi-res OLED was 

greeted with the mandatory ‘whoops’, 

more interesting was his proclamation 

that “the plastic display won’t break, 

even if it’s dropped”. Great news for 

the careless, then, but there’s a little 

more to bendy gadgets than 

preserving insurance premiums. 

For versatile tech such as tablets and 

smartphones, bendability potentially 

brings a new world of super-intuitive 

interfaces (see panel overleaf). Nokia’s 

Principal Designer of Advanced Design 

Tapani Jokinen, who has overseen its 

Kinetic bendy phone prototype, says 

“bending and twisting these devices 

could make interaction much more 

natural and intuitive”. In other words, 

rather than ‘pinch-to-zoom’, think 

‘squeeze-to-answer’ or ‘twist-to- 

scroll’. Such uses go well beyond 

gadgets too: Massachusetts-based 

company MC10, co-founded by Rogers 

and inspired by his stretchable circuits 

breakthrough in 2008, is starting to  

roll out virtually invisible, plaster-like 

sensors that bend and contort with 

your skin as they monitor your health.

The ink-readables
One of the biggest beneficiaries  

of flexible tech will undoubtedly be 

tablets. So revolutionary are next-gen 

materials and manufacturing, they’re 

likely to change our concept of what  

a tablet actually is. Stuff spent time 

picking the brains of the scientists and 

companies involved, and can see the 

flexible tablet being unrolled in three 

stages (see panel top-right).

The first stage, evolving over the 

next year, will bring flexible ‘second 

screen’ devices that offload processing 

to more powerful rigid devices. The 

tech used in those is already here: 

“We’ve shipped E Ink displays that flex 

slightly,” explains Sriram Peruvemba, 

FLEXY 
TIMES

Milestones along the 
road to technology’s 

supple future… 

A pair of Russian 
scientists manage to 
accidentally isolate 
Graphene, a 2D 
super-material,  
by playing around 
with sticky tape.

Philips spin-off 
Polymer Vision shows 
off the Readius 
(right), a prototype 
rollable E-Ink reader. 
The company went 
bankrupt in 2009.

The first flexible 
TFTs, bendy sheets 
of electronics 
designed to power 
pixels from beneath, 
herald a future of 
flexible screens.

1968 2004 2005

➥
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marketing chief at E Ink, the company 

behind the displays for Amazon’s 

Kindle e-readers. “There are about  

30 million flexible E Ink displays in the 

field today, and in the past we’ve even 

created displays that will roll up into  

a tube just a few millimetres across.” 

These use the same tech as the Kindle 

screen, relying on thin-film transistors 

(TFTs) – fancy semiconductor devices 

that control electronic signals – that 

are bonded to plastic sheets in order  

to power their black-or-white pixels. 

Cambridge-based company Plastic 

Logic has already developed an entirely 

bendable reading device using similar 

tech, with essential, unbendable 

components stored away in a narrow, 

stiff spine. And if we’re lucky, we might 

even get colour displays in the coming 

years. “E-ink is inherently black and 

white,” explains Plastic Logic’s Rachel 

Lichten. “To get colour, you have to 

align a filter to within 5 nanometres of 

each pixel on the flexible backplane – 

not easy, but we can do it.”

Going for fold
A fine start, but squeezing electronics 

into a small, solid ‘handle’ does limit the 

scale of on-board digital trickery. To 

pack real grunt, we’ll require flexible 

components. “The miniaturising trend 

in electronics at the moment is well 

aligned with the kinds of designs you’d 

“IN THE FUTURE, YOU WON’T 
JUST DOWNLOAD AN APP 
BUT ALSO A DEVICE’S SHAPE” 
Sriram Subramanian, University of Bristol

version with a flexible, continuous 

screen, perhaps with more hinges to 

let it fold many times. “It could bend 

into plenty of other shapes: to play 

games with, or to type on,” explains 

Sriram Subramanian from Bristol 

University’s Interaction and Graphics 

department. A stepping stone, sure, 

but an important one – and progress 

points to it being in your hands by 2016.

Running circuits
But what about that malleable holy 

grail: a rollable tablet whose every 

component bends to your will? That 

will require further advances. The 

processors that currently drive your 

tablet are built on hard silicon wafers, 

so scientists are working out how to 

create processors from different 

materials. Or, more likely, remove the 

number-crunching circuits from their 

wafer-bound existence and place 

them on to rubbery, stretchable bases. 

“Because of their thin dimensions, 

once they’re off that wafer, they’re 

inherently flexible,” explains Rogers. 

The good news is that it’s possible; the 

bad news is that it’s likely to be 2020 

before they’re fast enough to power  

a respectable device. It’s a similar tale 

for the rate of progress with memory, 

too. Batteries? They’re an even bigger 

problem because their capacity is 

dictated by volume: make them thin 

enough to be flexible and they barely 

hold any juice. 

Instead, researchers believe devices 

will need more than one power source. 

“For that reason, we’re looking at 

wireless power,” concludes Rogers. 

That amounts to pumping energy into 

devices through the air via radio waves, 

relying on the science of magnets to 

harness power in the device.

Samsung’s curveball
Massive challenges are afoot, then,  

but experts agree that over the next 

seven years all the pieces of the bendy 

puzzle will fall into place. The only thing 

missing is a full-colour, high-resolution 

screen. OLED or LCD screens provide 

us with lush, rich graphics, but unlike  

THREE STAGES OF THE FLEXI-TAB

Due 2014 (black and white), 

2016 (colour)

Concept Plastic Logic’s 

planned flexible display for 

use in an e-reader, making 

for an ideal companion on 

longer journeys and holidays. 

“The spine of the book is  

stiff — that’s where the 

electronics could go,” says 

Lichten. “And then you have 

two very thin, flexible pages. 

In the future, devices like this 

could have gesture control 

built in, which would let you 

flick between pages.”

The tech Flexible E Ink screen, 

camera or infrared light and 

spine-based electronics.

Due 2016-17

Concept The Sony Tablet P2 

or Apple MacBook Touch. A 

tab with a flexible OLED that 

folds to protect the screen 

and fit in your inside pocket. 

“It’s realistic to expect we’ll 

have folding tablets based  

on flexible OLEDs by 2016,” 

says MarketsAndMarkets 

analyst Abhigyan Sengupta. 

“They’ll be more of a multi-

purpose handheld device. We 

expect phones to penetrate 

the market first, so look out 

for the Samsung Galaxy S5.”

The tech Flexible OLED 

display and fabric hinge, with 

semi-flexible electronics.

Due 2020

Concept Samsung Youm.  

The holy grail: a completely 

flexible, rollable tablet — an 

iPad to shove in your pocket. 

Samsung isn’t talking much 

about it, telling us: “It’s too 

early to come up with a  

new product with a flexible 

display, but we’ll announce 

our plan when the 

technology is stable enough 

to commercialise.” So a real-

life Youm is years away, but 

its curved screen prototype 

shows us the ball is rolling.

The tech Rollable OLED 

screen, flexible electronics 

and wireless power.

want for flexible technologies,” 

explains Rogers. “Reduce the size of 

most components, and you make 

them smaller, thinner and intrinsically 

more bendable.” But while components 

such as wiring and transistors are 

already flexible, we’re in for a slightly 

longer wait before processors can 

bend. Until then, inflexible parts will be 

lumped together in islands, connected 

by wiring, which will allow specific 

areas of the device to bend. 

Which brings us to the second stage 

of flexible devices: a new generation of 

foldable, if not yet rollable, tablets. You’ll 

remember the ill-fated Sony Tablet P, 

which opened along a hinge to reveal 

two screens. Now imagine a slimmer 

Nokia’s bendy Morph 
concept phone is 
shown at the New 
York Museum of 
Modern Art, primarily 
to show the potential 
of nanotechnology.

University of Illinois 
professor John 
Rogers makes the 
first bendy silicon 
and plastic circuits, 
which can stretch  
by up to 15%.

The Wexler.Flex One 
becomes the first 
flexible e-reader to 
go on sale. It’s thin, 
just-about-bendable 
and has much room 
for improvement.

2008 2008 2012

1. Flexible E Ink 
screens

2. Folding one-
screen tablets

3. Roll-up  
phablets
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E Ink, they are in need of beefed-up 

electronics to provide their power. 

Companies such as Plastic Logic and 

E Ink are working on that, but Samsung 

may have beaten them. “Our team was 

able to make a high-resolution display on 

extremely thin plastic instead of glass,” 

explained Berkeley at CES as he showed 

off Samsung’s flexible OLED, Youm. In 

fact, he went further, presenting a 

concept video in which a smug tech 

hipster is bested by a rival upon seeing 

him fold his future-world Samsung 

tablet into a pocketable smartphone. 

Youm is beyond today’s tech, but 

promises displays that can fold, bend 

and wrap around devices to provide 

extra display capacity on the sides of 

phones and tablets (say, to slyly read 

a text message during a meeting).

The flexible future
Flexi-tech’s exciting possibilities lie in a 

revolutionary material called graphene 

(see right). Super strong and incredibly 

thin, Graphene will allow engineers  

to make incredibly light, flexible 

components that are practically 

indestructible — and perfect for 

making bendy new gadgets. Thanks  

to the European Commission’s 

injection of €1 billion towards the 

development of the super-material  

in January 2013, Graphene is finally 

ready to take gadgetry’s centre stage. 

Even more exciting is the idea of 

tablets that aren’t only flexible, but can 

change shape entirely. “In the future, 

when you download software you 

won’t just download an app,” says 

Subramanian, “you’ll also download  

an appropriate shape for the device.” 

Effectively you should only ever need 

one gadget: in the palm of your hand 

will be something so versatile that  

it’s always the right tool for the job.  

Putting a date on when such 

technologies might arrive, though,  

is something even the Zoltar machine 

in Big couldn’t accurately manage.

GRAPHENE

Twist-to-turn Bend-to-zoom One size fits all Shape-shifting

A mono-layered future-
tech marvel explained

What is this ‘graphene’?

It’s made up of sheets of carbon 

atoms, only one atom thick, 

arranged into a hexagonal pattern. 

Scientists call it a wonder material 

because it’s 100 times stronger 

than steel but so thin that 1g of  

it could cover a football pitch.

So it’s perfect for flexible tech?

Yep. It’s totally transparent and 

can conduct electricity too, so a 

touchscreen could be made by 

printing it on to plastic. The 

American Chemical Society says 

it could lead to phones as thin as 

paper, yet nearly unbreakable.

What’s taking it so long?

Patience. Graphene was only 

isolated as a single layer for the 

first time in 2004 by Andre Geim 

and Konstantin Novoselov at the 

University of Manchester, who 

won a Nobel prize for their efforts. 

Mass producing it is still complex, 

though, which means it’s still too 

expensive to use in gadgets.

What’s the ETA then?

Within the next decade. Billions 

are being spent on development: 

the EU has given €1.35 billion  

to graphene research, while 

Cambridge University recently 

announced a £25 million research 

centre dedicated to the stuff.

“Imagine holding 

a device on two 

sides or corners  

and then flexing it  

in or out — like the 

way you might  

bend a credit card. 

That movement  

will allow you to 

zoom in and out  

of a document.”

“When you’re 

reading an ebook 

you’ll be able to 

tweak the corner  

of a page, like you 

would dog-ear the 

corner of a piece  

of paper, to move  

on. A similar tweak 

might bookmark 

a webpage, too.”

“If the whole device 

is flexible, you’ll be 

able to change its 

shape to do things 

better. You might 

fold it so that it’s the 

shape of a game 

controller, or so it 

curves to fit your 

face when you’re 

making a call.” 

“Eventually we’ll 

have tablets that 

can change shape 

and represent 3D 

structures. You 

might look at  

Google Maps and  

it’ll show you how 

hilly the terrain is — 

so you can choose 

to avoid hills!”

➥

➥

FLEXI-TAB 
INSTRUCTION 

MANUAL
Sriram Subramanian tells  

Stuff how we can expect to 
interact with a bendy tablet…
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OTHER 
FLEXIBLE 
FRIENDS

It’s not just 
tablets that are 

being primed for 
pliability – behold 

their fellow tech 
contortionists…

Due Sept 2013
centralstandard 
timing.com
One of Kickstarter’s 

most recent stars, this 

0.8mm-thick flexible 

wristwatch houses an 

E Ink display in a single 

piece of stainless steel. It 

weighs just 12g, charges 

in 10 minutes, and lasts 

a month on a full battery.

Due tba
mc10inc.com
Bendy, stretchy circuits 

are what wearable tech 

has been waiting for, and 

MC10 is using them to 

make health-monitoring 

plasters. These include 

a hydration sensor that 

tells you via an app when 

it’s time to pay a visit to 

the water cooler.

Due n/a (concept only)
bmwgroup.com
It’s not only portable tech 

that’s getting flexible. 

BMW’s concept shows 

the possibility of cars 

with stretchy skin that 

changes according to 

conditions or the driver’s 

preferences. A must for 

Bond, if he wasn’t such a 

damn realist these days.  

Hollywood’s warped 
ideas for future tech

Transparent displays 

Red Planet (2000) 

A flexible, transparent tablet 

that could be unrolled and 

held aloft to augment reality. 

The crew of Mars-1 used it 

to overlay data on to their 

view of the planet, helping 

them navigate and learn 

about their surroundings.

MOVIES GO 
MALLEABLE

➥

x

Baby steps
Before we get too carried away with 

bendy hype, there are some perfectly 

reasonable qualifications to consider: 

“Touchscreens were around since the 

’60s, tablets have been around since  

the ’80s, but it’s only recently they’ve 

taken off,” says Subramanian. “Any 

revolutionary idea needs evolutionary 

steps: throw people something crazy  

and it’s never going to take off.” So 

expect to see a gradual rise in flexible 

tech complexity over time. At first you’ll 

just tweak the corner of an ebook, but  

as products develop the commands  

you give will get more complex.  

There are other things to consider, too: 

give a man something flexible and it’s 

only a matter of time before he bends it 

too far. “Fortunately, humans intuitively 

have a sense of what mechanical forces 

are safe,” laughs Subramanian. “But we’re 

still thinking about how feedback can let 

users know they shouldn’t bend a device 

any further.” Our prediction? Instead of 

ringtones, we’ll be downloading custom 

cries of anguish for our smartphones to 

emit when we’re overstretching them.

Stuff says
The future of tech is most certainly bent, 

and we’re already seeing the first signs of 

this pliability. Bendable screens are now  

a reality, but the inflexibility of gadget 

innards means those from the likes of 

Plastic Logic will initially act as secondary 

displays in the form of e-readers and 

watches. These will be quickly followed 

by folding, book-style tablets, which will 

use the OLED tech shown recently by 

Samsung Youm. But it’s the European 

Commission-powered acceleration of 

graphene that holds the key to true roll-

up tablets. If all goes well, by the end of 

the decade we can expect it to produce 

wafer-thin, colour-display tablets that 

you’ll be able to pocket – if you can bring 

yourself to stop using them, that is. 

CST-01  
E Ink Watch

MC10  
skin sensors

BMW  
Gina

Wearable computers 

Fantastic Four (2005) 

Mr Fantastic (Reed Richards 

to his friends) is capable of 

stretching his body into any 

shape. Fortunately, his 

uniform — which contains 

processing and telemetry 

systems woven into it at  

the molecular level — is able 

to stretch with him.

Memory cloth 
Batman Begins (2005) 

A fabric that stiffens to a 

pre-defined shape when  

an electric current passes 

through it. The Dark Knight 

used it to fashion a cape, as 

you do, allowing him to glide 

through the air with ease, 

and look camp on the deck.

Smart armour 
Iron Man 2 (2010)

Designed to fold up into a 

suitcase for transportation, 

this suit lacked the heavy 

robotics of Iron Man’s other 

kit but made up for it agility-

wise. Armoured and made  

of overlapping titanium 

strips, it weighed just 13kg.

Nokia’s bizarre 

Morph concept 

helped to get the 

world excited about 

the potential for 

flexible displays.
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BEST FOR
PURE 
AESTHETICS

HTC 8X
The 8X takes the title of ‘world’s best-looking phone’ and positively glows in its blue,  

red and yellow hues – as does its gorgeous 4.3in, sharper-than-Retina LCD display.  

The dual-core chip performs well too, but a thin apps catalogue loses it a crucial star.

Nokia Lumia 920
It’s a photo finish, but Nokia’s flagship edges out HTC’s 8X as our favourite Win 8 

phone. They share the same dual-core processor, but the 920’s superior 4.5in screen 

and battery give it this victory. But it needs more apps to take on Android and iOS.

Samsung Galaxy Note II
Its 5.5in 720p screen might be too much for most of us to get to grips with but the 

Note II’s supreme power, handy S Pen stylus and features such as Popup Browser and 

Multiscreen are pretty useful. The 4G-ready N7105 model is yet to come.

Google Nexus 4
Our champion ‘budget smartphone’ is finally in stock on Google Play. The Nexus 4 

represents astonishing value: it runs vanilla Jelly Bean, packs a lovely 320ppi screen 

and is getting more accessories than almost any other Android smartphone.

BlackBerry Q10
BlackBerry’s Z10 may have initially grabbed the headlines, but it’s the Q10 the QWERTY 

faithful have been waiting for. They won’t be disappointed: the combination of great 

little screen, lovely big keyboard and lots of grunt makes it a productivity powerhouse.

Apple iPhone 5
No longer can we gripe about iOS looking dated. Well, we can until iOS 7’s launch this 

September. We like what we’ve seen of the new OS so far, but even without it the 

iPhone 5 is worth considering, with the best apps and the subtlest design.

Sony Xperia Z
You’ve got to feel for the Xperia Z – just a few months in the game and it’s been 

demoted twice. Still, while it narrowly loses out to both Samsung and HTC this month, 

Sony’s water-resistant flagship remains a gorgeously monolithic slab of a phone.

Samsung Galaxy S4
The S4 is like a Deep Fill sandwich of tech: a 5in 1080p screen, 13MP camera, 4G and 

quick quad-core processor. But once the novelty of tasty fillings such as Air Gestures 

and Smart Scroll wear off, you’ll long for the handmade panini taste of the HTC One.

HTC One
Well, look at the handsome HTC, still heading up this Top 10 in the wake of our 

Supertest pitting it against the Xperia Z and Samsung’s hotly anticipated Galaxy 

S4. The One is a masterclass in smartphone craft, from its impossibly clear 

1080p screen to its strokable aluminium body, clever Sense 5 skin and UltraPixel 

camera. The S4 might be better for power users, and the Xperia Z for mobile 

movie buffs, but the One finally drags HTC out from under the also-rans.

BEST FOR
UNPARALLELED 
APP CHOICE

BEST FOR
BIG-HANDED 
CREATIVES

STUFF SAYS
Super-stylish, ultra-smart 
and a pleasure to use, the 
HTC One is a masterclass  
in smartphone design

42,900 ★★★★★

38,990
★★★★★

37,500
★★★★★

29,900 
★★★★★

40,300 
★★★★★

45,500
★★★★★

29,999
★★★★✩

25,999
★★★★★

28,560
★★★★✩10
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7
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2

BEST FOR
POWER AND 
PRICE TAG

BEST FOR
FEATURE
FANS

BEST FOR
WATCHING 
FILMS IN  
THE BATH

BEST FOR
WINDOWS 
PHONE 8

1
106 SMARTPHONES

HTC One X+
Our minor quibbles with the One X have been addressed with the new One X+. Its 

storage has doubled to 64GB, battery life now rivals the S III and we still prefer its build, 

too. That said, its rival’s superior camera, SD slot and clever tricks give it the edge.

BEST FOR
WORKAHOLICS

44,990 
★★★★✩

(In association with)

HOTHO

BUY

UPDATE



BEST FOR
VALUE AND 
PERFORMANCE

Amazon Kindle Fire HD
Forgetting that big bezel, the Fire HD’s 7in, 1280x800 screen packs a punch. It’s also 

fast and has great speakers, making it a great tablet for films, ebooks and media 

consumption, so long as you don’t mind the lack of apps and closed Amazon ecosystem.

Lenovo ThinkPad Tablet 2
You’re a high flyer. You have work to do and neither iOS or Android has the oomph. You 

need the Windows 8 Pro-running Tablet 2. It lasts all day, is powerful enough for full-fat 

desktop software and with the keyboard dock it’s an ultraportable laptop.

Asus Transformer Pad Prime
Don’t underestimate the keyboard dock. The Prime uses it not just for its trackpad 

and keys, but also for connections and extra battery life. Along with quad-core power, 

it makes this HD-screener a netbook beater. 

Microsoft Surface with Windows RT
The pared-down Win RT hits the funky, chunky 10.6in Surface. Its 16:9 screen is  

a mere 1366x768 but images look good, graphics are smooth and battery life is 

excellent, as are the Touch and Type keyboard covers. A lack of apps limits it for now.

Samsung Galaxy Note 8.0
Whether you think it a biggerised Note II or a shrinkified Note 10.1 – and with phone 

functionality, it’s more of the former – the Note 8.0 is a peculiar gadget. Pricier than 

an iPad Mini in both Wi-Fi and 3G models, yet has that handy pen input. A marmite tab. 

Google Nexus 10
It doesn’t feel quite as premium as the iPad, but the Nexus 10’s 2560x1600, 300ppi 

screen is the sharpest we’ve seen on an Android tablet. With a dual-core 1.7GHz chip, 

solid battery life and speedy MIMO Wi-Fi, this Jelly Bean slate is a solid contender.

Apple iPad Mini
A stunning finish makes this the prettiest Apple tablet yet. The 7.9in screen shares the 

iPad 2’s 1024x768 res, but it’s not as crisp as the Nexus 7 or Kindle Fire HD. Great apps 

offset that loss – but at 6000 more than the FonePad, it’s hard to recommend to all.

Asus FonePad
Shut the front door! Where’s the Nexus 7 gone? Fickle as ever, we’ve decided we like 

this DNA-sharing FonePad more. Same size and 7in screen as the Nexus, but comes 

with Intel inside, 3G and a microSD slot for the same price. Not as classy, mind you.

Apple iPad
The 4th-gen iPad still stands above all tablets, with an amazing screen that 

renders everything in glorious 2048x1536 on its 9.7in Retina display. Photos, 

games and movies look incredible and text is eggshell-smooth. The A6X chip’s 

quad-core graphics and the LTE browsing speeds make it slicker and more user-

friendly than ever, while the unparallelled riches of the App Store mean it’s still 

the most fun, too. That said, we’re looking forward to an iOS refresh.

BEST FOR
ON-THE-GO 
BUSINESS

BEST FOR
MOVIE-FIEND 
ANDROID FANS

STUFF SAYS
Does everything the iPad 
has ever done, but now  
it’s twice as fast and four 
times as pretty. Amazing
from 31,900 ★★★★★

from 
21,900 

★★★★★

tba 
★★★★✩

from 
43,999 

★★★★✩

15,999 
★★★★★

from 
34,299

★★★★★

49,999
(w/keyboard dock) 
★★★★★

30,900 
★★★★✩

from 
15,999

★★★★✩
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BEST FOR
DESKTOP 
VERSATILITY

1
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10

(In association with)

Sony Xperia Tablet Z
Sony just refuses to play by the rules. Stretching its stylish Xperia Z smartphone out 

to 10in should have made it thicker, but it hasn’t; less crisply screened, but it isn’t; and 

not waterproof, but it is. The price for this extreme engineering, however, is high.   

46,990
★★★★✩

BEST FOR
BATH-BASED 
TABLET FUN

NEW

HOTHO

BUY



X-MINITM MAX II CAPSULE SPEAKERSTM

The new UNO and MAX are the first products of 

the X-miniTM Capsule SpeakerTM series to feature 

new ceramic drivers which deliver clearer and 

crisper sounds than ever before.  

The UNO and MAX retain all the outstanding 

features of the award-winning X-miniTM Capsule 

SpeakerTM range but up the ante by offering sound 

quality that no other portable speaker can rival.

For superior stereo sound

INTRODUCING THE NEW CERAMIC DRIVER

crisp

Available in 6 colours

Available in 3 colours

Distributed by
Bling Accessories Pvt. Ltd 

Contact : sales@blingaccessories.in

3.5mm Audio Jack compatible with multiple devices



Focal XS Book
Can a computer ever be a proper hi-fi substitute? It can if kitted out with these premium 

40W desktop speakers. If the new wireless version – due out soon – doesn’t interest 

you, you might well see a nice price drop on this existing model.

Cambridge Audio Minx Air 200
It may not immediately attract the eye, but the Minx Air 200 certainly attracts the ear, 

especially when chucking out tunes at maximum volume, which is very loud indeed. 

With Bluetooth, AirPlay, RCA and aux-in, it’s a crowd-pleaser with its connections, too.

Geneva Model M
An iAudiophile’s dream, the Model M pumps out serious sound of the kind you’d expect 

from a separates system, although iPhone 5 users will have to go for wireless docks – 

such as the ultra-portable Model XS ( 14,990), which streams via Bluetooth.

Bowers & Wilkins Z2
The baby of B&W’s AirPlay range is a little belter, and it adds a proper Lightning dock to 

Apple’s wireless tech. It’ll easily fill a small to medium-sized room with chunky bass, 

punchy beats and lovely, clear vocals. You’ll buy it for the look, but love it for the sound.

Harman Kardon Soundsticks Wireless
This iconic design is over a decade old and yet it still never fails to make jaws touch the 

floor. A permanent installation in the Museum of Modern Art, it’s truly stunning. Sounds 

fantastic too and now with Bluetooth skills, streaming music to it is a doddle.

Denon CEOL Piccolo
A diminutive standard-bearer for next-gen micro hi-fi, the Denon’s got a control app, and 

it’ll stream your own tunes, right up to 24-bit. The dock’s 30-pin, but who cares when 

you’ve also got AirPlay? Add Q Acoustics 2020i speakers for awesome sound.

Naim UnitiQute
Not since Prince’s heyday has such sweet music emerged from such a tiny thing. The 

UnitiQute produces audiophile sound from streamed files, all controlled by an iOS app. 

The SuperUniti is better still, while the flagship NDS is out soon.

Cambridge Audio Stream Magic 6
Our favourite music streamer is only kept from the top spot by the brilliant flexibility  

of the full Sonos system; as a single player, we’d go for this every time. Team it with the 

Azur 651A amp, feed it high-resolution 24-bit tunes and you’ll never look back.

Sonos multiroom system
Who needs to drill holes and re-plaster walls to get a multiroom music system? Not 

you. With Sonos, you can expand your set-up at your leisure – why not start with  

a budget Play:3, and add a bigger Play:5 later? Then maybe hook up a Connect to 

your existing hi-fi and router, then add speakers to a Connect:Amp in another room, 

or a SUB for a bass boost. You’ll run out of rooms before you run out of options. For 

a further upgrade, the Arcam rSeries SonLink DAC works a treat with the Connect.

BEST FOR
TOP SOUND 
QUALITY

BEST FOR
VERSATILITY 
AND VALUE

BEST FOR
A DESKTOP 
HI-FI UPGRADE

STUFF SAYS
Infinite music in every  
room without the need  
for custom installers?  
Sign us up now, please

50,000* ★★★★★  

1,88,063
★★★★★

54,990
★★★★★

45,500
★★★★★

39,900 
★★★★★

39,500
★★★★★

31,500
★★★★★

15,990 
★★★★★

29,999 
★★★★★
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2
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Onkyo CR-N755
This Onkyo is about as cutting-edge as micro hi-fi gets, being the first with built-in 

access to internet radio. You can also stream your own tunes wirelessly or via USB, listen 

to FM and even play CDs. Audio quality is equally impressive.

32,000
★★★★★

HI-FI & MUSIC STREAMING 109
(In association with)

HOTHO

BUY





Focal Spirit One 

French speaker company Focal has hit the nail on the head with its first-ever set of 

headphones. Beautifully made and superbly stylish with aircraft-grade aluminium,  

the real success is the sound – all natural detail and punch, especially on heftier tracks.

Sennheiser Momentum 

Classily styled, cushion-comfortable and smooth-sounding, the Momentums are the 

perfect pair of on-ears for the dapper man about town. There’s no noise-cancellation, 

but they do isolate nicely. While they don’t fold down, a neat case is included.

Klipsch Image X10i
A perennial favourite at Stuff Towers, these tiny, mic-toting buds sound superb and 

are more comfortable than they look. They might be found for less, so are something 

of a bargain now. Even the Lou Reed Signature Editions are now available.

Bose QuietComfort 15
Bose’s latest long-haul headphones are its finest yet. Wearing a pair is as comfortable  

as binding pillows to your head with silken thread, and both sound and noise cancelling 

are superb. The price is a bit high, but they’re worth it.

PSB M4U2
Yes, the M4U2s have got great noise-cancelling, but that’s only half the story.  

Using the built-in amp produces a sound that’s almost unbelievably punchy, clean and 

exciting. They might be a bit heavy, but that audio quality really is worth the weight.

Sennheiser MM 450-X
With hi-fi quality aptX Bluetooth, noise-cancelling, great sound and a mic for use with 

smartphones, the awesomely portable MM 450-X cans might be the only pair of 

headphones you ever need. Now we’re just hoping the next iPhone has aptX built in.

Paradigm Shift E3m
We always get excited when a top high-end audio brand tries their hand at headphones 

and IEMs, and Paradigm’s entry into the sector is no different. These in-ears may be a 

little weak with bass, but they’re the most immersive in-ears we’ve ever heard.

Bowers & Wilkins P3
Superb sound and a solid and achingly stylish design make these the best portable 

on-ears around. The fact that two cables come in the box – one with a mic and 

remote for iPhones, one without – only sweetens the already candy floss-like deal.

Phonak Audéo PFE 012
It’s not easy creating the perfect headphones. Music is so subjective that one 

human’s perfect sound is lacking in bass for another, and too bright for pedant 

number three. The PFE 012s do about as good a job of satisfying disparate 

tastes as any in-ears we’ve tried. They dig up bags of detail and deliver sweet 

vocals along with a palpable soundstage. You’ll need to move fast though, as 

they’re soon to be discontinued. We’re listening out for a worthy replacement.

BEST FOR
QUALITY AND 
STYLE IN ONE

BEST FOR
SHUTTING OUT 
THE WORLD 

STUFF SAYS
Fantastic sound, noise 
blocking and comfort at  
an excellent price. The 
perfect PMP upgrade

4600* ★★★★★  

7500 
★★★★★

12,000 
★★★★★

19,013 
★★★★★

16,500 
★★★★★

31,990
★★★★★

24,990
★★★★★

26,500 
★★★★★

19,999 
★★★★★10

9
8
7
6
5
4

2 BEST FOR
ON-EAR 
EXCELLENCE

BEST FOR
GREAT SOUND 
WITH NO WIRES

1
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Sony MDR-570LP
If you’re after a pair of great-sounding on-ears at a bargain price, look no further. With 

decent bass, bags of detail and a musical balance that embarrasses more expensive 

designs, they’re better than they have any right to be. And they look great, too.

2990 
★★★★★3

(In association with)

HOTHO

BUY



Apple TV
We’re still waiting on Apple’s TV set, but this box is a good start. It can stream in 

1080p, access YouTube and opens up the riches of the iTunes store. It even makes  

a neat, dual-screen games machine when teamed with an iOS device.

Yamaha YSP-4300
If you’ve got more money than space, send your butler out now for the 4300. This 

compact bar delivers a fantastically convincing virtual surround sound by bouncing 

audio off the walls, and it’ll pass through 4K or 3D video to your TV via HDMI.

Marantz UD7007
Pricey like an Aston Martin is pricey and about as satisfying to own, this Marantz can 

play any disc you like, streams music at high-def resolutions and can withstand an  

earthquake. If you really, really take movies and music seriously, this is your player.

Microsoft Xbox 360
What was once a games console is now an impressive all-in-one entertainment 

device, giving you BIGFLIX(now in HD), Grooveshark, YouTube and many other 

services. Oh, and you can still play your games on it too.

Sonos Playbar
A characteristically Sonos take on the soundbar, the Playbar hooks up to your TV via its 

single optical input and fills your room with a big, detailed sound. And as with all Sonos 

kit, it can stream your own music files and more, wirelessly around the house.

Panasonic DMP-BDT220
It’s not the most extravagantly specified Blu-ray player around (though Panasonic’s 

remote-control app is a joy), but the BDT220 has the sort of picture- and sound 

quality to make its price look like a misprint. And that’s our favourite kind of mistake.

Amkette EVO TV
Craving Smart TV kicks from your standard telly? Then the new Android ICS-powered 

EvoTV is the ticket. It’s bundled with a Wii-like point-and-click remote, and now also 

supports XBMC and comes with an enhanced 1GB of RAM. 

Sony BDV-N990
The biggest bargain in home cinema, the Blu-ray -packing N990 has a massive spec but 

a micro price. Picture and sound are excellent, Sony’s smart services are immense and 

its stylish curves and touch-sensitive controls add a dash of premium quality. Brilliant.

Sony BDP-S490
A quite remarkable device, this Sony sounds great, has a wonderful picture in 2D or 

3D and is crammed with on-demand content including Sony’s own Movies Unlimited. 

It does lack video upscaling, but you don’t really need it yet.

BEST FOR
MULTIMEDIA 
FUN

BEST FOR
ALL-YOU-CAN 
STREAM MUSIC

BEST FOR
BLU-RAY ON  
A BUDGET

from 
15,990 

★★★★★

60,000* 
★★★★★

13,990 
★★★★★

11,500
★★★★★

34,990 
★★★★★

13,990
★★★★★

8900 
★★★★★

1,50,000 
★★★★★

53,900 
★★★★★

3

3

3

2

2

2

1

1

1 BEST FOR
ON-DEMAND 
FILMS

BEST FOR
THE ULTIMATE 
IN QUALITY

BEST FOR
AWESOME ALL-
IN-ONE VALUE

BEST FOR
SMALL-ROOM 
SURROUND

BEST FOR
BIG-SCREEN 
IPAD GAMING

BEST FOR
SMARTING UP 
A DUMB TV

VIDEO STREAMERS

SPEAKER SYSTEMS

BLU-RAY PLAYERS

112 TOP THREES HOME CINEMA
(In association with)

HOTHO

BUY

HOTHO

BUY

HOTHO

BUY



Samsung UE46F7500
The F7500 might just be the sweetest spot in Samsung’s 2013 range – the same 

spectacular performance as the F8000 series but without the show-off design and 

quite a bit less expensive. Great picture quality and slick online functionality in one box.

1,36,500 
★★★★★

BEST FOR
SPECS-FREE  
3D VIEWING

LG 47LW6500
LG’s insistence on passive 3D tech might seem wilful in the face of the supposed 

superiority of active-shutter, but seven pairs of glasses make this great for families,  

and LG’s Smart TV hub is well-specced. This soon-to-be-replaced set is excellent value.

1,44,990 
★★★★★

BEST FOR
3D MOVIES 
WITH FRIENDS

NEW

NEW

NEW

TVs 113

Panasonic TH-L50ET60
The first 2013 Panasonic to land at Stuff Towers is an LED LCD rather than plasma, but 

it maintains the Japanese giant’s rep for great picture quality. What’s more, the boring 

old interface has been replaced with fresh menus that make smart TV nicer to look at.

Panasonic TH-P50X50D
Sure, you could concentrate on what you don’t get – less than full HD, no Smart 

features, a minimum of connections – or you could fixate on a 50in plasma TV with 

great pictures loaded with subtle colour and fine detail – for a small price. Yummy.

Toshiba 55RZ1
The price is a considerable obstacle, but it’s hard not to be impressed by Tosh’s 55in 

specs-free 3D TV. Its 3840x2160 screen looks spectacular with both upscaled Blu-ray 

and native-res images – if you can find any. The 3D works… if you don’t move.

Sony KDL-32HX750
This 32in Sony’s performance-orientated spec means you needn’t compromise  

on features just because you’ve opted for a smaller screen. It runs at 200Hz (240Hz  

in 3D mode) and comes with all the smart features of its larger stablemates. 

Sony KDL-46HX850
The best TV from 2012 has been usurped from its No.1 spot by the first of 2013’s sets, 

but don’t let that put you off it. It’s smart to look at and clever to live with, serving up  

a stunning picture, great sound and an array of on-demand and internet content.

BEST FOR
BUDGET BIG-
SCREEN FUN

65,900
★★★★★

12,00,000
★★★★✩

1,23,900
★★★★★

57,900
★★★★★

tba 
★★★★✩

(In association with)

Panasonic TH-P55VT65
Wow. If Marty McFly jumped out from behind this set to reveal that he was taking 

it back to the future, we wouldn’t bat an eyelid. Its picture is nothing short of 

exceptional, with rich colours, deep blacks and outstanding depth in 2D or 3D.  

It’s packed with clever tech, from voice commands that actually work to multiple 

homescreens and smart apps. And it even sounds better than any flatscreen 

we’ve heard before. In short, it’s the kind of TV you dream of. As we said: wow.

STUFF SAYS
The plasma-screened 
Panasonic VT65 is so good 
that you won’t believe what 
you’re seeing. Outstanding

3,80,000 ★★★★★  

LG 55LA6910
From its super-slim, near bezel-less design to its excellent picture and clever, app-

stuffed smart TV hub, the 6910 does many things right. Then again, it costs two lacs, 

so it damn well should do. If you’ve got deep pockets, you could do a lot worse.

2,10,000
★★★★✩

BEST FOR
FEASTING ON 
SMART TV

Samsung UE55F8000
Yep, the F8000 has just taken one hell of a fall from its previous position at the top of 

this tree. Has it suddenly got worse? No. But now that it’s been tested against other 

2013 sets, its picture flaws are more apparent. If not for its price it’d be higher, though.

2,30,900 
★★★★✩

HOTHO

BUYBU
NEW

10
9
8
7
6
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CAMCORDERS

SAT-NAV

HOME COMPUTERS
BEST FOR
ALL-ROUND 
BRILLIANCE

BEST FOR
TOP-QUALITY 
HOME MOVIES

BEST FOR
SERIOUS 
SHOOTERS

Canon XA10
Canon’s ultra-compact XA10 handles fine detail superbly due to its f/1.8 lens and 2.37MP 

chip. It might not look big enough to play with the big boys, but twin XLR inputs on its 

detachable handle give would-be filmmakers professional prowess straight out the box.

Garmin nüvi 52LM
Garmin has just unveiled its new range. DAB-based digital traffic info claims to  beat 

TMC into a cocked wheeltrim by being updated every minute – and no need for a live 

services subscription. Intriguing. They’re available now.

Lenovo IdeaCentre A720
The A720’s stand mechanism allows that lumbering 27in screen to lie flat, which is ideal 

for multi-user access to its 10-point multitouch. A quad-core i7 processor gives it 

plenty of power, although the peripherals don’t feel quite as well made as we’d like.

GoPro Hero3 Silver Edition
Thinner, lighter and more feature-laden than ever, the rugged Hero3 doesn’t disappoint, 

shooting fantastic wide-angle 1080p@30fps and 11MP snaps. Alternatively, extreme 

videographers after 4K footage or 720p@120fps might prefer the Black Edition.

Google Maps Navigation 
Apple’s Maps app for iOS6 remains pretty, but flawed. With Google Nav now back in the 

iTunes Store, there really is one solid choice for both iOS and Android users and this is it. 

Street View, accurate public transport info, cycle maps and decent traffic warnings. Bingo.

Alienware X51
This PC is as happy sat by a TV as it is under a desk. It’s the size of an Xbox 360 but it 

runs a whole lot faster – and is whisper-quiet. With a Core i5 Ivy Bridge processor, 8GB 

of RAM and the new 1GB Nvidia GTX 660 graphics card, it’s got more welly than ever.

Canon Legria HF R38
If you’re after a video box that concentrates on the things that count, the HF R38 is your 

cam. It lays down super-smooth 1080p footage in all conditions, has a useful 32x 

zoom, 32GB of internal memory, a big battery and even does a fine job with sound. 

TomTom Via 125
With a spacious 5in screen and clever route calculation, the 125 is our fav sat-nav yet. 

Yes, there’s a steeper cost, but it turns out to be worth it. Look for discounts as a 

series refresh is on its way with a new look, all-new UI and screen options up to 6in.

Apple iMac 27in
The latest iMac is thinner and more powerful than ever: Core i5 or i7 Ivy Bridge and at 

least 8GB RAM running the none-more-elegant OS X Mountain Lion. Apple has yet to 

embrace touchscreen tech, but why would you want to besmirch that luscious screen?

BEST FOR
ACTION-JUNKIE 
FILM-MAKERS

BEST FOR
BUDGET 
TRAVELLERS

BEST FOR
HARDCORE 
GAMERS

25,000*
★★★★★

free
★★★★★

from 
41,990 

★★★★★

34,990 
★★★★★

15,999
★★★★★

from 
1,22,900

★★★★★

1,30,000*
★★★★★

9990
★★★★★

from 
99,990

★★★★★

3

3

3

2

2

2

1

1

1

BEST FOR
BIG SCREEN 
WINDOWS 8

BEST FOR
VISIBILITY AND 
MAPPING

BEST FOR
TRAVELLING 
WITH STYLE

114 TOP THREES BEST OF THE REST
(In association with)

HOTHO

BUY

HOTHO

BUY

HOTHO

BUY



Tomb Raider PC/PS3/Xbox 360
Yes, it’s a Franchise Reboot, but the well-paced mixture of puzzles, action sequences, 

gun fights and stealth make the latest Lara Croft adventure an immersive, cinematic 

experience. Possibly the best fun we’ve ever had pretending to be a 21-year-old girl.

★★★★★

The Last Of Us PS3
You might think there’s no life left in the soon-to-be-obsolete PlayStation 3. And 

you might think the zombie-game genre has reached saturation point, given the 137 

undead-themed releases this year. But you’d be wrong on both counts. Gloriously, 

thrillingly, nerve-shreddingly wrong. With its compelling story, wonderful acting and 

superb gameplay, spending a few hours with The Last Of Us is like having a final fling 

with an old flame. You know there’s no future in it. But it’s magnificent while it lasts.

STUFF SAYS
A captivating, terrifying 
triumph from start to finish, 
The Last Of Us is as good as 
current-gen gaming gets
★★★★★

Grid 2 PC/PS3/Xbox 360
Don’t come to it expecting the realism of Gran Turismo and you’ll find much to love 

about Grid 2. It’s gorgeous to look at and playable as hell, thanks to some genuinely 

tough AI opponents, tons of courses and the sheer variety of thrills on offer.

★★★★★NEW

Borderlands 2 PC/PS3/Xbox 360
The first Borderlands took a big gamble on its boldly original, cel-shaded animation  

style, and won a big pile of fans and money. The sequel looks even better, while also 

serving up extra helpings of humour, explosions and frenetic gunishment.

Ni No Kuni: Wrath of the White Witch PS3
Even if you haven’t played a Japanese RPG since 1998, this charming story is worth 

revisiting the genre for – and if you’re a fan of Studio Ghibli animation, it’s a must-play. 

Plus, it features an amusing Welsh potato-creature with a lantern in his nose.

FIFA 13 PC/PS3/Xbox 360
The field of choice for Stuff’s office league continues to impress. The tweaks are 

relatively subtle, but add up to a huge advance in realism. They’ve even sorted out  

some of our gripes such as AI team-mates running offside with frustrating regularity.

Dishonored PC/PS3/Xbox 360
This whale-oil-fuelled steampunk adventure is Deus Ex with a crossbow, and as such  

it’s all about choice: ‘ghost’ the game without killing anyone, go in stabbing with your 

sword or use your eldritch powers to summon a swarm of man-eating rats.

Assassin’s Creed 3 PC/PS3/Xbox 360
A huge game in every sense, with a very long central campaign, a cornucopia of mini-

games and side missions, and a vast world to explore. Finished all that and thirsty for 

more? The final part of DLC trilogy, The Tyranny of King Washington, is now available.

Far Cry 3 PC/PS3/Xbox 360
Incredibly, Ubisoft has taken the ‘rich white tourist goes to war on third-world islanders’ 

premise and turned it into an enjoyable, open-world adventure. Too serious for you? Try 

’80s cyborg spin-off Blood Dragon (PC, PS3, Xbox). It’s mad but brilliant.

Bioshock Infinite PC/PS3/Xbox 360
From its achingly gorgeous setting in the skies to a super-intelligent story that tackles 

religion, racism and metaphysics, Infinite is an innovative tour de force. None of that would 

matter if the gameplay lagged – but it barely puts a foot wrong either. Stunning.

BEST FOR
HOLLYWOOD-
SCALE VISUALS

BEST FOR
MULTIPLAYER 
BATTLES

BEST FOR
CHARM AND 
INVENTION

★★★★★

★★★★★

★★★★★

★★★★★

★★★★★

★★★★★

★★★★★

BEST FOR
OPEN-WORLD 
ADVENTURING

BEST FOR
MIND-BENDING 
STORYLINES

GAMES 115
(In association with)
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116 LAPTOPS
(In association with)

Lenovo IdeaPad Yoga 13
This 13.1in, 1600x900 touchscreen laptop hinges back on itself, turning a full-on 

Ultrabook into a full-sized tablet. A bit too hefty to be sexy, but you do get a Win 8 

laptop with up to Core i7 innards. One issue: in tablet mode the keys rub your knees.

Asus Taichi
This Win8 hybrid sticks a live tile-friendly touchscreen on top of a full laptop sporting 

Core i7 innards. You know how the saying goes: why settle for one 11.6in HD screen  

when you can have two?

Asus F202E
The touchscreen makes it ideal for Windows 8, but the F202E’s also got a top keyboard, 

bags of connectivity and enough power for 3D gaming. Specs aren’t top notch, but with 

an i3 Sandy Bridge core, 4GB RAM and a 500GB HDD, it’s good enough at this price.

Acer Aspire S7
The Aspire S7 is almost the perfect Ultrabook – it matches the MacBook Air for weight, 

beats it for slimness by 6mm, and has a gorgeous 1920x1080 touch-friendly screen. 

Only its battery, which lasted a mere 5hrs on test, prevents it getting that fifth star.

Acer Aspire S3
There’s no denying that Acer’s first Ultrabook, the 13.3in Aspire S3, is invading the 

MacBook Air’s territory: it comes with an Intel Core i7, 4GB RAM, 500GB HDD/SSD 

hybrid drive and HDMI. The Air is pricier, but has a sharper screen and better build.

Alienware M17x
At 4.26kg the M17x is only really portable in theory, but it’s carrying the good kind of 

weight – the kind that includes Radeon HD7970M graphics, an Intel Core i7 Ivy Bridge 

chip, and a precise 17in 1080p screen. The kind of weight that crushes modern games.

Dell XPS 13
The XPS 13 forges its own path through the Air-aping Ultrabook masses, with a metal 

lid, carbon-fibre base and rubberised backlit keyboard. Just as importantly, it’s kitted  

out with a 256GB SSD, 1.7GHz Core i7 processor, 8hr battery life and excellent keyboard. 

HP Envy 6 Sleekbook
AMD Trinity processors power this Ultrabook alternative, making it cheaper and more 

battery-filled. The Envy 6 has a quality metal lid and rubberised base, 15.6in screen, and 

its 6GB RAM gives the 500GB hard drive faster boot times than a similar Intel core i3.

Apple MacBook Pro with Retina Display
Simply put, the 15-incher is the best laptop (ever) thanks to power, portability and 

the best screen of any laptop we’ve seen. The 13in model has less grunt but is a tidier 

size. So why No.2? Because they’re both pricey, and in real life we’d go for the Air.

Apple MacBook Air 13in
If you’re an Apple fan, deciding which MacBook to buy ain’t easy. The Air is more 

powerful than ever, with Intel Core i5 or i7 Ivy Bridge processors, HD 4000 

graphics and two USB3.0 ports – yet it’s still jaw-droppingly slim and sexy. But 

then the MacBook Pro with Retina Display (below) has more power still, plus that 

incredible screen and is no porker either. It’s also loads more expensive, though, 

and while our hearts might say ‘Pro’, our minds (and bank managers) say ‘Air’.

BEST FOR
EVERYTHING 
BAR THE PRICE

BEST FOR
VALUE AND 
PORTABILITY

BEST FOR
SERIOUS 
GAMERS

STUFF SAYS
Tiny it may be, but the 
stunning MacBook Air, 
running the best OS out 
there, won’t shirk big jobs
from 81,900 ★★★★★  

41,990
★★★★★

39,999
★★★★✩

from 
49,430 

★★★★✩

1,52,900
 
★★★★★

from
82,590 

★★★★★

1,39,999
★★★★✩

88,579 
★★★★✩

1,57,990
★★★★✩

84,290 
★★★★✩10
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BEST FOR
TOUCHY-FEELY 
WINDOWS 8

1HOTHO

BUY



Fujifilm X20
The X20 isn’t all retro looks and no trousers. It excels in Advanced Auto mode and has 

manual controls and RAW shooting for creative days. The optical viewfinder, though 

small, is linked to the 4x zoom and frames well. All this, and it looks damn cool. 

39,999
★★★★★

BEST FOR
BUDGET 
BUYERS

Canon IXUS 125 HS
A surprisingly powerful camera given its tiny dimensions, the IXUS 125 HS has stripped-

back controls, 5x optical zoom and no fewer than 58 different settings in auto mode.  

It’s not one for enthusiasts, then, but neither does it compromise on image quality. 

Canon PowerShot G15
Looking for a compact(ish) camera with pro flourishes such as optical viewfinder, 

external flash, filter ring and manual controls? The G15 will do you proud. You’ll also  

get crisp, clean photos with accurate colours, plus a nippy AF and a tank-like build. 

Panasonic Lumix DMC-FZ200
If you want a superzoom cam, the Lumix FZ200 wipes the floor with its rival snoopy 

snappers. A small and solid build is coupled with a 24x optical zoom, an excellent auto 

mode and spot-on exposure abilities. The downside is the video, which is a mixed bag.

Nikon Coolpix AW110 
With a metallic body, sturdy locking mechanism and optional camo finish, our new 

favourite tough cam has got that whole military chic thing nailed. Its army – geddit? – of 

features include excellent 16MP stills, 1080p@30fps video and glove-friendly controls.

Samsung Galaxy Camera
The new king of snap-sharing has a 4.8in screen, Android 4.1, auto Dropbox uploads 

and loads of filter and editing apps. Its 16.3MP images aren’t quite the best, but it’s a 

sexy slice of the future and updates bring new scene modes including ‘food’. Yes, food. 

Fujifilm FinePix X100S
Fujifilm’s souped-up its fixed lens retro shooter, with faster focusing and a big APS-C 

sensor. It’s not all new though, keeping the 35mm-equivalent f/2 lens and hybrid 

viewfinder that we loved from the X100. An alternative finish would be nice, mind you.

Sony DSC-RX100
The 20MP RX100 is just what we’re looking for in an advanced compact. Genuinely 

pocketable with a huge 1in sensor and customisable lens ring, it takes natural,  

well-balanced images and is able to shoot silky 1080p@50fps video. Top notch.

Canon PowerShot S110
Superb image quality at most ISO settings, manual controls and a new touchscreen 

are enough to put this truly compact snapper in the No.3 spot. And while its Wi-Fi 

sharing isn’t as easy to use as we’d like, an update to CameraWindow should remedy it. 

BEST FOR
ADVENTUROUS 
SNAPPERS

BEST FOR
DSLR PICS IN  
A SMALL BODY

BEST FOR
AT-A-DISTANCE 
SHOOTING

34,990 
★★★★★

23,500
★★★★✩

29,995 
★★★★★

34,990 
★★★★★

34,995 
★★★★★

16,950 
★★★★★

74,999
★★★★★

11,995
★★★★✩

BEST FOR
ON-THE-GO 
IMAGE SHARING

COMPACT CAMERAS 117
(In association with)

Sony DSC-HX50
In the blink of an eye in which Fujifilm elected to update its Top 10-topping X10, 

the HX50 jumped in its seat and declared itself king of the castle. And, despite 

protestations from the lowly rascal X20 below, the Sony’s position is justified. Its 

20.4MP CMOS sensor and 24-270mm (35mm equiv.) lens combine to produce 

awesome images in a wide range of situations. There’s also a hot shoe for a flash 

or an electronic viewfinder, so its lack of RAW shooting is its only real flaw.

STUFF SAYS
Unassuming looks hide  
an amazingly capable 
camera to suit beginners  
or burgeoning professionals 

22,990 ★★★★★
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BEST FOR
SHOOTING  
LIKE THE PROS

118 SLRs, ETC
(In association with)

Nikon D3200
Like its D3100 predecessor, the D3200 has an excellent photography-course-in-a-

camera Guide mode, although that’s no longer the star attraction. This entry-level DSLR 

has a very non-entry-level 24MP sensor capable of producing truly professional results.

Sony SLT-A77
This Sony is super-capable, with continuous shooting speeds of up to 12fps, a 24MP 

sensor, rugged body and an absolutely stunning electronic viewfinder. Despite the A77’s 

SLR-ish looks, it has to make do with a digital eye viewfinder rather than an optical one.

Canon EOS 60D
The Canon 60D is a DSLR camera aimed at the serious amateur: a ruggedly built, 

feature-stuffed snapper that counts full 1080p video among its charms. An all-round 

great choice for the Canon user looking to step up from the entry-level models.

Panasonic Lumix DMC-GX1
The spiritual successor to the GF1, the GX1 is a Micro Four Thirds cam that’s as satisfying 

for the enthusiast as it is for those stepping up from a compact. Plenty of controls and a 

touchscreen combine with a superb 16MP sensor for a very reasonably priced package.

Panasonic DMC-G5
The G5 is the only snapper with the pace to keep up with the Olympus E-M5’s 

autofocus. Beginner-friendly controls, decent 16MP pics, touchscreen control and 

superb full HD 60fps AVCHD video recording all add up to a compelling package.

Canon EOS 6D
Canon’s cheapest ever full-framer is an awesome little SLR with a few clever tricks up its 

lens. As well as its all-new 20.2MP sensor, it boasts a GPS receiver for geotagging your 

pics and Wi-Fi for direct uploading or remote control from an iPhone or Android device.

Sony NEX-7
A host of manual photo and video controls are available via its gorgeously minimalist 

unmarked knobs, but it’s the exceptional quality of its 24.3MP images that really 

impresses. We suspect that an updated model may be just around the corner, though.

Nikon D600
Pro power has never come at such a reasonable price. A full-frame 24.3MP sensor 

combines with accurate 39-point autofocus for stunning results. Dual SD card slots, 

built-in flash and 5.5fps shooting speed complete a seriously powerful proposition.

Canon EOS 650D
Our favourite DSLR contains a hybrid 18MP CMOS sensor that enables continuous 

autofocus during video recording, a responsive touchscreen and 5fps burst shooting. 

The 700D is here but doesn’t add much except a new kit lens – find a 650D and haggle.

Olympus OM-D E-M5
After its success in resurrecting the PEN brand, it was inevitable Olympus would 

emblazon the legendary OM moniker across its first compact system camera with 

a viewfinder. And boy, does it live up to the name. This is a CSC with pro aspirations: 

astoundingly fast AF, 9fps burst shooting, an excellent EVF, weatherproof body, 

tons of controls and superb 16MP pics right through to ISO 25,600. Best of all is the 

Live Time mode for a live view of long exposures. It’s well-priced these days too.

BEST FOR
ALL-ROUND 
VALUE

BEST FOR
NEWBIE 
SNAPPERS

STUFF SAYS
The best compact system 
camera so far, boasting 
super-fast autofocus and 
great advanced features

66,990 ★★★★★
(body only)

1,25,950
(body only) 
★★★★★

45,995
(body only) 
★★★★★

tba 
★★★★★

55,995
(body only) 
★★★★★

79,990
(w/18-55mm lens) 
★★★★★

69,990
(body only)

★★★★★

44,000*
(body only)

★★★★★

1,24,995
(body only)

★★★★★

29,250
(body only)

★★★★✩10
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GEEK ACCESSORIES 119
(In association with)

Sony PlayStation Vita
Five minutes of Unchartered: Golden Abyss and you’ll realise the gulf that exists 

between this quad-core pocket console and the infantile swipe-the-cute-little-animal 

games you play on your phone. The only real choice for full-fat gaming on the move.

Trikke Tribred Pon-E
Possibly the most exciting three-wheeler we’ve ever seen, this electric scooter runs 

for a good 40-odd kilometres on a single charge and hits a top speed of 25 kmph. To 

top it all, you don’t even need a license to ride one of these on the road. 

Apple iPod Touch
An iPhone without the phone, the 5th-gen Touch is lighter and thinner than ever – 

and it’s got a 4in Retina screen, too. With iOS 6, the 5MP iSight camera, Siri, iTunes and 

App Store joys, this is a media device that’s no longer just about playing the odd tune.

Synology DS212J
We’ll be testing the new DS213J soon. Meanwhile, the DS212J persists: slot in two hard 

drives so you can back up your data and stream it via DLNA to TVs, consoles, tablets 

or phones. It’s also a print, FTP, mail and iTunes server, with iOS and Android apps. 

Nike Lunar TR1+
Can’t afford a personal trainer? The Lunar TR1+ running shoes are cheaper, and far 

more intelligent. Sensors at the ball, heel and toe, plus 3-axis accelerometers record 

how you’re moving, and an iOS app gives you feedback and workouts from top athletes.

Parrot AR.Drone 2.0
The second-generation of this app-controlled quadricopter boasts a 720p camera, 

easier control and – best of all – the ability to do flips. You don’t need one, but you’ll  

want one. You can get an additional spare battery for a little extra money too. 

Pebble
The age of the smartwatch begins with the Kickstarter-funded Pebble. It works well 

as a timepiece thanks to a crisp mono LCD and customisable faces, but the fun really 

starts when you sync it with your iThing or Android device for notifications and apps.

Amazon Kindle Paperwhite 
The Paperwhite’s 6in touchscreen has 62% more pixels than its predecessor, 

giving it pin-sharp text, but all you’ll care about is the built-in backlight. It’s a 

godsend for night-time reading, and even in sunshine the always-on light makes 

text sharper and ‘pages’ whiter than ever. With a solid build, grippy rubber finish 

and plenty of fonts, you’ll wonder how you ever lived without it. Plus Amazon’s 

ecosystem still rules supreme. Feeling skint? The non-touch Kindle is just `6k.

BEST FOR
WANNABE 
PILOTS

BEST FOR
MULTIMEDIA 
FUNCTIONS

STUFF SAYS
The best screen, the best 
ebook store and a light that 
could change reading habits 
– Kindle’s still on top

10,999 ★★★★★  
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★★★★★

90,000 
★★★★★
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GAMING

Audioquest Dragonfly DAC
The words ‘digital-to-analogue converter’ may not have you jumping with excitement, 

but this DAC plugs into your computer via USB and brings your tunes alive with bags  

of detail and drive. If you listen to music on your PC, you have to check this out.

18,900
★★★★★

BEST FOR
YOUR 
PORTABLE 
AUDIO NEEDS

HOTHO

BUY

Sennheiser X320
These gaming cans – with a noise-cancelling mic, bass boost and controls for in-game 

and voice channels – are aimed at Xbox 360 users. Not of the Xbox persuasion? 

Look out for the U 320s, which will play nicely with your PS3, PC and Mac.
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GAMEWORLD 
IMMERSION

7990 
★★★★★
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DON’T MISS THE NEXT ISSUE! ON SALE 1 SEPTEMBER

non-li��ity

NEXT BIG THING?

Y
ay! I always hated linearity.  

It’s so square. 

Well, quite. Linearity is dull. It’s the 

pop-up that says “This door is 

locked!”; the regimented run-off in OutRun;  

the end-of-level boss that’s guarding the 

Wondrous Water Wings of Wazeria that you 

need for the next level. You’re playing the game, 

but you’re making decisions on cue. Even free-

roamers such as GTA are effectively frozen until 

you’re done crashing cars into hookers and 

mooch resignedly over to the ‘mission’ icon.   

Well, duh. A game without the succeed-and-

progress dynamic would be pointless. Like…  

Like MS Flight Simulator – the only game that 

needs specially trained ‘air traffic counsellors’  

to talk middle-aged men out of the sky. But 

forget that – what if a game narrative could  

be flexible? Take Loveshack Entertainment’s 

Framed, pictured above, in which you can 

change the outcome of any given scenario by 

simply moving the frames around. It requires 

lateral thinking: how can I re-jig this so that I, not 

him, get the gun, save the girl and get out?

Ugh. Sounds cerebral. 

Too much so for you, I fear. But we’ve already 

seen the return of a famously non-linear 

franchise: the Fighting Fantasy books, 

reimagineered into an iOS app without losing 

the essential ‘You Be The Hero’ premise, nor the 

text-based adventure. Still too brainy for you? 

Plymouth University has been trialling a system 

for films that senses audience reaction to on-

screen events and plays out a different ending 

to suit. If that catches on, studios will have to try 

even harder to spoil film endings in the trailer.
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