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the Financial Mail.
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What games do you play?. The global gaming industry is 
waiting with bated breath for the year-end launch of the 
two new mega consoles. The PS4 vs the Xbox One is more 
than just a clash of numbers, it's the entire ecosystem that 
surround each - in case you're not a hardcore gamer glued 
to every product announcement, as several people at Stuff 
Towers are.

But, while the consoles have taken about seven years to be updated, a 
little company called Steam has stolen a march on them all, offering web-
based games, and now, a console.

We've investigated these gaming set-ups and compared not just their 
features but their controllers, add-ons and games (p38). And take a look a 
the new Razor Edge gaming device (p58).

Meanwhile, the gamers might not be interested in the new wave of 
fitness accessories, a lot of other people are – and have been asking Stuff 
which is the best. We've looked at the FitBit, Jawbone and Nike devices 
(p62) and compared their expertise. The sleep monitor in the Jawbone, for 
instance, is a handy thing for an occasional insomniac like me.

The Windows 8 tablets (p70) have reached a level of maturity, requiring 
another relook of this category. 

Tell us what you think of the new design and our rejuvenated website.



YOU TOUCH IT TELLS

Exper ience more at  www.t-touch.com

TACTILE TECHNOLOGY
Touch the screen to get the ultimate sports
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 8 The Hot Four
  � Apple Mac Pro
   � Sony PlayStation 4
   � BMW Concept Ninety
   � Apple iOS 7
 16 Vital statistics Asus Transformer Book Trio
  The Win 8 laptop which turns into a Win 8 
  desktop which turns into an Android tablet 
 20 Gigapixel
  Taking a wide-angle look at tech news
 22 Games
  How Tom Clancy’s The Division will drag   
  MMOs out of their sword ’n’ sandals ghetto
 24 Apps
  This month’s mobile must-downloads
 25 My gadget life Sam Raimi
  The Evil Dead director on mastering 3D and   
  the superhero movie he’s desperate to make
 26 Icon MB&F MusicMachine
  Space shuttle meets 19th-century music box
 29 Choice Books
  Paper-based word storage devices; assorted
 30 Trend tracker
  What’s hot and what’s not in the tech world
 32 Vital statistics Huawei Ascend P6
  The phone that skipped a few square meals 
 36 Playlist
  The discerning geek’s guide to August

 58  First test Razer Edge Pro   
Desktop power + tablet form = the Edge Pro. 
But is it really the best of both worlds?

 62  Tested Fitness trackers
Will these wrist-based personal trainers 
assist the evolution of the geek species?
��Fitbit Flex � Jawbone Up � NikeBand Fuel

 68  Long-term test Huawei Ascend Mate
Ten days with the 6.1in gigantaphone

 70  Supertest Windows 8 hybrid tablets
The power of Windows 8 meets the ease of 
a transformer. No, your iPad can’t do that. 
��Acer Iconia W510 ��Asus VivoBook 
Smart � HP Envy X2 ��Lenovo 
ThinkPad Tablet 2



www.facebook.com/HuaweiDeviceSouthAfrica twitter.com/@HuaweiZA #whaway
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 38  PS4 vs Xbox One vs Steam Box
The eighth generation of video gaming is 
now fully underway with the arrival of the 
big two, Sony’s PlayStation 4 and 
Microsoft’s Xbox One. But which is best? 
And can the Steam Box crash the party?

 54  Fashion Mix ‘n match   
Bringing sexybacks back; plus shoes, 
watches and a suitcase of cool 

 64  The future needs you   
Crowdstorming is the internet’s next big 
thing, harnessing people power to remake 
the world. Here’s what it means for you

 83  Design Conversation starters   
These stylish gadgets will enliven any dinner 
party through the power of inscrutability

 112  Next big thing? Non-linearity  
YOU be the hero. And the director

 90  Beta yourself DJing
Master the wheels of steel (or their virtual 
equivalent) with these tips and tricks

 92  Super geek Indie games 
In a less-heralded corner of the internet lies 
a world of magical creativity. Come visit…

 94  6 Instant Upgrades Braai Craft  
Grill like a pro with this flesh-flaming kit

 96  How to build the ultimate tech home 
Part 3: Ripping Stuff’s sniffer dogs are 
hunting 96kbps MP3s in your area now 

 98  Jet Set Boost Travel toys  
Half a dozen ways to tech up your next 
urban holiday

 100 Gadget doctor
  You’ll only make it worse doing that

How many new 
TVs can we fit into 
one Top 10? Who’s 
the new kid on the 

camera block? 
What’s the best 

game in the world 
right now? Find 
out from p103
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NIGHT VISION
3-year warranty  I  Swiss Made  I   42mm  I  Water resistant to 50 meters I Ref. 241595  I  

Suggested retail price R8 650 –

EXCLUSIVE LED FUNCTIONS

NIGHT VISION
Extended light
Strobe
Continuous strobe

LOCATOR
Battery end-of-life

TIME VISION
Dial illumination

Jura
Switzerland

For further information contact Picot & Moss 011.669.0500. www.picotandmoss.co.za
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H O T S T

We like to think we can can see past the 
specs and just appreciate something 

for what it does, and how well it works. 
We used our objective vision at the 

launch of the new Mac Pro. We tried to 
pretend that its 12 cores of Intel Xeon 

processing muscle and 60GBps of 
memory bandwidth didn’t make us 

tremble with nerd-wonder. We 
affected to be nonplussed by its PCI-E 
Flash storage that’s more than twice 
as fast as a current SSD, and we had a 
go at pretending we weren’t amazed 

by its dual graphics cards, which whirr 
along at 7 teraflops (almost four times 

the polygon-crunching power of 
a PS4) and support up to four 4K 
displays at once, while editing 4K 
video. And then the effort of this 

concealment made us pass out, and a 
nice Apple lady had to revive us with a 

Coke. All guards are dropped: if you can 
afford Apple’s aluminium cylinder of 
power, it won’t just knock spots off 

your desktop PC; it’ll gather up those 
spots and make your PC eat them.  

As hot as... your current desktop as it 

tries to keep up

Rtba / apple.com

TO ALL WHO 
THOUGHT THE 
MAC PRO WAS 
DEAD, WE SAY… 
…long live the Mac Pro!

HOT 
FOUR 

#1



U F F 23 PAGES 
OF THE BIGGEST 
STORIES FROM 
PLANET TECH
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FIRING ON ALL CYLINDERS

1 Thundercables, ho! 2 Tubular  belle 3 That sinking hearing 4 Tinseltown toy
Buckle up, connectivity fans: It sort of looks like a big The components are arranged With a hard drive that’s 10 

the new Pro has six 20Gbps expensive lip balm, or the around a central heatsink that times faster than a 7200rpm 

Thunderbolt 2 ports, each of world’s nicest bin. As always has air drawn over it by a quiet HDD and two enormously 

which can support six daisy- with a mould-breaking Apple (and relatively slow) fan. powerful GPUs, this Mac earns 

chained peripherals. Oh, and design, a legion of imitators Expect YouTube videos of its ‘Pro’ moniker. Hollywood 

four 4K displays. At once. will inevitably appear.   the noise it (barely) makes. editmonkeys will lap them up. 
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HOT 
FOUR

#2

SONY UNVEILS ITS 
WAR MACHINE

PlayStation 4
The battle lines have been drawn, the 

generals have given their speeches, the 
fallout shelters have been stocked with 
tortilla chips and fizzy drink. The Great 

Console Wars have begun once more. Sony’s 
PS4 has hoved into view to face Microsoft’s 
battlebox, and it look aggressive: an eight-
core GPU/CPU, 8GB GDDR5 RAM  and an 

improved controller that might convert Dual 
Shock haters. But what’s really got the top 

brass talking is that the PS4 is cheaper than 
the Xbox One.  Enough talk. Battle must 
begin. Head to p38 to follow the action. 

As hot as... the PlayStation Eye of Sauron

Rtba (due Nov 2013)  / playstation.com

10
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ROLAND’S 
RETRO RACER 
BMW Concept Ninety

If the HP4 superbike in the last issue 
didn’t convince you that BMW’s bike division 

doesn’t deserve its fuddy-duddy image, 
then this ought to do it. Commissioned to 
celebrate both the 40th anniversary of its 
iconic R90S bike and the 90th anniversary 

of its first ever bike, BMW’s engineers 
co-designed and built the Concept Ninety 

with Californian custom-bike supremo 
Roland Sands. It has an ever-so-slightly-

retro air-cooled boxer twin engine and 
not-at-all-retro boingy bits from MotoGP-
suspension supplier Öhlins. Will BMW make 

it into a production bike? Let’s hope so. 
Would indicators, mudguards and number 
plates ruin the lines ? Yes. Will we be able to 

afford it? Almost certainly not. 
As hot as… air-cooled engines in the desert

Rtba (concept) / bmwmotorrad.co.za

HOT 
FOUR

#3



HOT 
FOUR

#4

iOS GOES FLAT NEW SKILLS

Apple iOS 7 The parallax view

By tracking the phone’s 

Doubtless influenced by the cleaner, simpler movement, iOS changes 

redesign of Stuff, Apple has given iOS its first the angle of view to give 

visual overhaul since 2007. The new look its home screen a pseudo 

does away with everyone’s favourite long 3D feel and let you peek 

word, skeuomorphism, replacing the green ‘under’ the icons.

felt and yellow notepad paper with a more 
minimalist look. From the calendar to the Back to the future

new Safari, there’s not an app or an icon that Windows 8 and BB10 may 

hasn’t been touched by Jony Ive’s magic not be the most popular 

wand – a tool that, critics have been quick kids in the class, but iOS 

to point out, has two settings: Make Like knows when to hang out 

Android and Make Like Windows. Still, what’s with them – it’s joined the 

underneath is important too, with improved swipe-to-go-back club.

security (you can now remotely brick your 
stolen iPhone, not just erase it), smart Candied camera 

multitasking, better power management Apple has sweetened its 

and crafty scheduling that refreshes apps Camera app with filters 

according to your routine. It’s the new and smart collections, and 

phone you don’t have to pay for. makes up for no NFC with 

As hot as... anti-skeuomorphism AirDrop, which usesWi-Fi 

Free / apple.com Direct for instant sharing. 

Streaming is Apple also announced iTunes Radio, you’re statistically likely to enjoy, available in the US. Spotify is in the 

exciting, but 
an app that looks strikingly similar to based on your listening habits. And it USA and 27 other countries, but it 

the ground-breaking Pandora. Well, makes it very easy to buy them. only has 24 million users, of whom 

radio will win 
it was ground-breaking in 2005 at However much we talk about only a quarter pay. When it goes 

any rate. iTunes being left behind by innovative worldwide, iTunes Radio will have 

Old idea or not, iTunes Radio will services such as Spotify, the over 500 million iOS users ready to 

make a killing. Because it doesn’t play numbers talk louder: Pandora claims try and buy. It’s classic Apple: old 

the tune you want; it plays tunes 200 million users, and it’s still only ideas tweaked to make megabucks.
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Sheer  
Driving Pleasure

BMW Design
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design
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V I T A L S T A T S

Asus is the mash-up kid. 
PadFone (phone + tablet) 
struggled, but Transformer 
(tablet + laptop) worked. 
Will laptop+tablet+desktop 
be a formula for success?

� It has two brains
The Trio runs both Windows 8 Pro 

and Android, thanks to a pair of 

processors – a Core i7 Intel 

Haswell chip in the keyboard half, 

and a 2GHz Atom chip in the 

detachable tablet-screen. 

Because the keyboard part has 

its own brain, this means it can be 

plugged into a larger monitor at 

home and used as a proper 

desktop PC, while the tablet’s off 

running Android. When you want 

to use them as a touchscreen 

laptop, clunk them together and 

you can switch from OS to OS 

with a mere press of a key. 

�...and two batteries
Like previous Transformers, the 

Trio fits in power cells behind the 

screen and under the keyboard. 

In the Android-only machines, this 

has meant battery life that could 

last a couple of working days. If it 

allows its two halves to borrow 

each other’s battery power, we 

could see similarly plug-defying 

smarts from the Trio.  

� It’s not a compromise
We’ve been very keen on the 

Android-only Transformers, 

but they do lack the full-fat 

desktop software of a proper 

laptop. Because the Trio packs in 

a powerful fourth-generation Intel 

chip, a 750GB hard drive and an 

11.6in/29.4cm, 1080p display (in a 

movie-friendly 16:9 aspect ratio), 

it will do more photo or video 

editing and gaming than your 

current laptop. And while it won’t 

replace your gaming PC, the Core 

i7’s HD5000 graphics should give 

it enough grunt for plenty of 

desktop entertainment. 

� It’s not a book
Don’t let the name confuse you.

GADGET MATHS

Asus Transformer Book Trio
Rtba / za.asus.com

THE WORLD’S FIRST 
LAPTABTOP

Zenbook UX31 Transformer 

Prime

BBC Micro Intel NUC Transformer 

Book Trio
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��The PadFone
Now in its third iteration, this is 

quite a nice Android smartphone 

that slides into the body of quite a 

nice tablet, giving you two for the 

price of one (well, one and a half). 

It’s sort of a good idea, but we’d 

go for an HTC One and an iPad .

��The VivoMouse
The circle at the front is a 

touchpad, which allows you to 

make the most of Windows 8’s 

gestures and smart-swipes. 

This sounds nice, but we also 

wonder if pushing something 

that large around all day is going 

to give you a big mutant wrist to 

go with your big mutant mouse.

��The AiO
Like the Trio, the AiO marries 

Windows to Android. In desktop 

mode it’s a fairly standard-

looking  all-in-one touchscreen 

Windows PC, but lift off the 

screen and you’re carrying 

a crazily huge 18.4in, 1080p 

Android tablet.  

The speaker that sticks to anything! 
QDOS Q-BOPZ 

BLUETOOTH SPEAKER
Tired of lugging big boom boxes around or listening to the tinny 

sound of your cellphone speaker? QDOS has created just the 

thing for you, and it sticks to just about everything. This small 

Bluetooth speaker outputs great sound quality and can hold a 

wireless Bluetooth connection for 10m. The suction cup 

underneath the speaker allows you to attach it to any smooth 

surface and can also be used as a stand for your tablets. Soon 

you’ll be sticking and unsticking it just for the satisfying sound it 

makes.  Equipped with a compact design and an eye pleasing 

look, it is like a must-have portable sound system. 

R450 / myistore.co.za

ScubiPhone
WATERSHOT UNDERWATER 

CAMERA HOUSING
With Sony’s Xperia Z range taking the big plunge first, 

waterproof is the new Gorilla Glass. It’s not just about bath 

drops or talking in the rain; a whole new world of underwater 

photography is burgeoning. With the Watershot Underwater 

Camera Housing, iPhone users also get to make bad Jaws 

Vines and bubble snaps. The standard housing is a watertight 

suction locking system, and once the iPhone is in, expect a 

little jimmying to pry it out again. There is a glass lens for 

clarity, threaded lens bezel for screw on lenses and filters, a 

universal tripod mount and an app for your phone. The PRO 

version includes flat and wide-angle lens ports and will keep 

your phone safe up to 60m while the standard version will 

implode at 40m. It’s also iPhone 5 compatible. 

Standard: R1 200/Pro: R2 000 
/ outdoordepot.co.za

THE KEYBOARD 
HAS ITS OWN 

BRAIN, SO IT CAN 
BE PLUGGED INTO 

A MONITOR AND 
USED AS A PC

More Asus 
bizarro-tech



SKINJAY
from €40 (R550) / skinjay.com

HELIOS BARS
$200 (R2 050) / ridehelios.com

ARKYD
from $10 (Rtba) / planetaryresources.com

START MENU

Nespresshower Wunderbars Hubbled masses

Status Status Status
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You can liven up your morning shower with 

some singing, dancing or perhaps a crafty wee, 

but when it comes to the water, temperature 

is really the only variable. Unless you’ve got a 

Skinjay, that is. Insert the little not-a-coffee-

pod thing, and it will mix ‘wellness’ (nice smelly 

stuff) into the water. Just don’t get it mixed up 

with your coffee pods or you’ll be having a 

showercino and a hot cup of moisturiser. 

Your bike might be very smart, but it’s not 

a ‘smart bike’. By which we mean it doesn’t 

have a 500-lumen integrated headlight that 

turns on automatically, that it can’t be GPS 

tracked, that it doesn’t have rear-facing 

indicators that work as a sat-nav, and that it 

can’t change the colour of its lights depending 

on your speed. It would if it had these bars, 

available in drop or bullhorn shapes though.

It might sound Boksburg, but ARKYD is a 

publicly accessible space telescope being built 

in America. It’s both one of the most ambitious 

and the most noble projects we’ve seen in 

crowdfunding so far, and could allow schools, 

universities and hobbyists to use a real space 

telescope. Kick in the whole million and they’ll 

mount a huge laser on it and let you use it as 

an all-conquering space weapon. Possibly. 

The month’s best concepts, start-ups, 
crowdfunded projects and plain crazy ideas

Seeking funding (indiegogo.com) Funded (kickstarter.com) Seeking funding (kickstarter.com)

S for Sorta
SAMSUNG GALAXY S4 MINI
The S3 Mini was quickly renamed the Samsung 

Fallacy S3 by the disgruntled people who 

accidentally bought one in the mistaken belief 

that it was a smaller version of the S3, only to 

find out that it was just a different, rubbish 

phone. Will the same be said of the S4 Mini? 

With more muscular specs including a dual-

core 1.7GHz chip, 1.5GB RAM, a 4.3in/11cm qHD 

Super AMOLED display and an 8MP camera that 

features the same wizardry as the S4 proper, 

maybe not. Then again, with a price that hovers 

a little too close to R7 000 for our liking... maybe.

 R6 400 / samsung.co.za





The bigger picture in tech

AT HOME ON MARS
A scientist returns to 

base after collecting 

rock samples at the Mars 

Desert Research Station. 

Sadly these explorers 

aren’t on the Red Planet, 

but the next most 

inhospitable place: the 

Utah desert. Because 

it takes 6-10 months to 

get to Mars (depending 

on the alignment of the 

planets) and there may 

not be enough fuel to get 

back, the scientists of 

the EuroMoonMars B 

Mission are figuring out 

how astronauts will 

become self-sufficient 

on an otherwise lifeless 

planet, 362 million 

kilometres from home. 
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MACBOOK AIR GOES 
ALL NIGHT
We’ll be banging on about 

Intel’s new Haswell CPUs 

this month because they 

challenge that greatest of 

gadget gripes: battery life. 

And because Mac OS tends 

to sip juice more slowly than 

other OSs, the new 13in Air 

claims a 12hr battery life, 

with no gain in weight.  

RASPBERRY PI 
NURTURES NOOBS
Raspberry Pi Foundation 

has released a free kit that 

makes its cheap-as-chips 

miniputers much easier for 

beginners. New Out Of the 

Box Software (NOOBS) can 

be saved to SD card, allowing 

you to install a selection 

of operating systems and 

giving novices an easy way 

in and an easy reset point.

GOOGLE WAZE IN
Facebook and Yahoo aren’t 

the only ones buying up 

other companies. Google 

has bought crowdsourced 

navigation service Waze 

for a reported $1.3 billion 

(R13.4 billion),  presumably 

to integrate its user-

updated traffic info into 

Google Maps. Waze has 

almost 50 million users, so 

feel special, Wazers: you’re 

worth $26 (R270) each. 
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 FIRST LOOK TOM CLANCY’S THE DIVISION
DUE

 SEPT

Despite the efforts of some 
of the best developers in the 
business, MMO games have 
always been a bit niche. That’s 
not going to be the case when 
the next generation of consoles 
arrive, though, as the massive 
increase in power and server 
space enables the creation of 
more roamable, more believable 
persistent online worlds with 
better combat. With games 
such as Destiny and now The 
Division, MMO is emerging from 
its enchanted swamp, shrugging 
off its swords ’n’ wizards image 
and placing its cloven hoof firmly 
into the mainstream.

In fact, publishers are 
searching for a new name for 
these next-gen MMOs: Destiny 
is described as a ‘shared-world 
shooter’ and The Division as an 
‘online, open-world RPG’. You 
still do what people normally 
do in MMOs, though – you meet 
up with your pals and roam the 
world, taking on other groups 
of players and NPCs and 
completing missions. In The 
Division, that world is a New 
York that has been devastated 
by a pandemic and ravaged by 
the subsequent social collapse 
that is dragging humanity, 
coughing and spluttering, 

towards extinction. And while 
most of the time you and your 
pals will be playing on consoles, 
you can also join in the 
extinction-evading fun on a 
tablet, flying a camera drone 
around and identifying targets 
for the troops to take out. This 
isn’t a special second-screen 
deal, either: you can dip in as 
a drone from anywhere with 
Wi-Fi. Along with a smart 
storyline and HUD-laced 
graphics that echo the dirty 
future of Watch_Dogs, it’s one 
of the things that will keep you 
addicted even when you’re not 
sitting in your front room. 



...OR WILL THESE 
TITLES TRIUMPH?

The Witcher 3: 
Wild Hunt 
After the last game’s 
winning combination 
of fantastic battles, 
flashing blades and 
fruity birds, Geralt’s 
next adventure looks 
to be an absolute 
effing beauty. 

D4
With a cel-shaded 
animation style that 
calls to mind Richard 
Linklater’s A Scanner 
Darkly movie, D4 
looks interesting. 
If you liked Deadly 
Premonition, it’s the 
same developer. 

The Order: 1866 
By the seat o’ me 
britches, guv’nor, it’s 
a game wiv Cockney 
accents right out of 
one of those bleedin’ 
awful Sherlock 
’Olmes films! And 
steampunk zombies 
or summink! 

INCOMING
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BELOW
Xbox One
As a taster of the kind of thing we’ll be seeing 

on the new XBLA, Below welcomes us into a 

randomly generated dungeon rendered in artful 

shades, with a Zelda-esque top-down angle and 

an enemy that uses Kinect to react to you. 

DAYLIGHT
PS4 
This indie creepfest has a procedurally generated 

world, meaning it’ll be different every time you 

play. You awake in a dark, abandoned hospital 

with only your phone as a light. Worst of all, it’s 

a... Oh no... A Windows phone! AUUUGHHH!*

TITANFALL
Xbox 360/Xbox One/PC
This multiplayer frag-off lets you run around as 

a nimble-footed, jet-booted soldier, taking cover 

and sneaking up on your foes. Or summon a 

huge mech-warrior from your dropship and go 

on a stampy, shooty rampage.

MARIO KART 8
Wii U
Where Mario’s going, he won’t need roads, 

because the new game’s karts can flip their 

wheels DeLorean-style and hover. This new 

anti-gravity mode allows for F-Zero-esque 

racing on roller coaster-like racetracks. 

METAL GEAR SOLID V: 
THE PHANTOM PAIN
Xbox 360/Xbox One/PS3/PS4
Snake swaps ’bots for nags as MGS goes 

open-world, with fewer cut scenes and 

more sneaking about. Gravel-tongued 

Kiefer Sutherland takes over vocal duties. 

PROJECT SPARK
Xbox One
So many games are about destruction, but 

this free-to-play, SmartGlass-friendly God 

game promises the opposite. Using a tablet as 

your controller, create and populate detailed 

worlds before sharing them online. 

AUGUST
� WAR FOR THE OVERWORLD
SEPTEMBER
��GTA V
OCTOBER
��BATTLEFIELD 4
NOVEMBER
��WATCH_DOGS
��NEED FOR SPEED: RIVALS

ARE THESE THE BEST GAMES OF 2014?

*W
e

 m
a

d
e

 u
p

 t
h

a
t 

la
s

t 
b

it
. I

t’
s

 B
B

10
! A

U
U

U
U

U
G

H
H

H
H

!!!
!!



1 Warhammer Quest
R52 / iOS
Back in the ’80s, the idea of taking 

HeroQuest on the train would have 

seemed like a mad, foolish dream. 

Well, that dream has come true, 

and now you can battle your way 

through waves of orcs without 

risk of losing a single combat die. 

4 Clueful 
Free / Android
Do you just agree to the Android 

app permissions without reading 

them? Clueful has a second look, 

explains them properly and gives 

your apps a score based on their 

potential implications for your 

privacy and security.  

7 The Rolling Dead
Free / iOS, Android
Dig your Sphero out from under 

the sofa and try this free 

augmented-reality game on it. 

You whizz your ballbot around 

the screen, wasting imaginary 

zombies, while in real life your 

cat or dog goes berserk. 

2 Adobe Kuler
Free / iOS (optimised for iPhone 5)
Like all designers, Adobe knows 

its hues but can’t spell for toffee. 

Kuler lets you pick colours from 

the real world, then match them 

to others in a colour wheel. Also 

handy for picking paints or 

deciding what tie to wear. 

5 Vine
Free / iOS, Android
Twitter’s animation-craze-

spawning six-second-video app 

has finally made it to Google Play. 

Pretty quick work, really, given 

how hard it must be for a company 

like Twitter to develop an app for 

a niche OS like Android. 

8 Snapdragon 
BatteryGuru
Free / Android
Only for Snapdragon-chip phones, 

Qualcomm’s app learns your 

habits, then reduces unnecessary 

background activity, scheduling 

updates and quietly flicking the 

Wi-Fi off when you’re not looking. 

3 Forest of Doom 
R57 / Android
If you’re an Android user of a 

certain age and you’re upset 

about missing out on Warhammer 

Quest, fear ye not: your dose of 

magical retro-nerditude comes 

courtesy of Ian Livingstone’s 

classic Fighting Fantasy tome.

6 Waytag
Free / iOS, Android, BB
A !waytag shares your location 

with customers or friends 

using a single short link tied to a 

geographical point which allows 

users to share and update their 

location on the go, making this your 

personal GPS tracking system.

9 Catchphrase
R11 / iOS, Android
It’s just like being on the classic 

game show, except Roy Walker’s 

not there, you can’t win any 

money and Mr Chips is – thus far 

– unwilling to debase himself in 

front of a snake while cheekily 

tipping his hat and winking. 

A P P S
This month’s mobile must-downloads

Free / iOS, Android, BB10, Nokia
Comparative pricing needs to 
be done in this age of online 
shopping. On the go 
unfortunately, it might be a 
bit more difficult to see 
which outlet will give you the 
best deal. This is where the 
Price Check app comes in, 
covering local online stores 
and some brick and mortar 
retailers.  The latest lets 
users compare specs and 
reviews, and scan barcodes 
in-store using a smartphone. 

APP SPOTLIGHT
PRICE CHECK
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I love the technical side of 

filmmaking, where the art 

meets the science. 
By that I mean I’m fascinated 
by the questions that Sergei 
Eisenstein asked, such as 
“What does one cut, in relation 
to another cut, mean to an 
audience?” So, for example, he 
found that when he put a man’s 
face on screen and then cut to 
a bowl of soup, that made the 
audience think the man’s hungry. 
And that’s fascinating to me, that 
the juxtaposition of these 
images can create different 
impressions in the mind of the 
audience. And if you change the 
order of them, the audience will 
think that something completely 
different is happening, and you’ve 
told a different story with the 
same images. That’s the science 
of filmmaking for me – not 
so much the workings of the 
camera as the workings of the 
language of film. 

When I think of my first film, 

Evil Dead (1) , I don’t think it 

would be easier to make it today. 
Yes, there are more sensitive 
cameras now, but we needed 
lighting to describe a situation 
of horror, so we’d still need it to 
achieve the same effects. We 
shot on Super 8mm so the camera 
was very light; it was no worse 
than today’s video cameras.

To anyone who wants to make 

films I would say: get out there 

and start making films. 

Write a scene today, shoot it in a 
couple of days, experiment with 
simple lighting and directing the 
actor, then cut it the same night. 
Show it the next day to any 
audience: just your fami ly or your 

friends. Get their feedback and 
fix it up, because it won’t be good 
yet – recut, reshoot, and try again 
until it works better. Rinse and 
repeat. And that’s how you’re 
a filmmaker. You’re not waiting 
for anyone to make you a 
filmmaker, you’re not waiting 
for an opportunity, you’re simply 
improving every day at your craft. 

I had to do the same thing to 

learn how to make 3D films.

I really wanted to use it [in Oz the 
Great and Powerful (2)] to invite 
the audience into this world that 
L Frank Baum created. But I had 
experienced 3D movies that 
were uncomfortable to watch, so 
I had to figure out how it’s done 
properly. Basically you learn 
through doing, so I would shoot 
tests and try different lighting 
and camera systems, and finally 
found out where I was making 
mistakes, and the mistakes other 
filmmakers make, and I tried with 

the help of my stereographer, 
cinematographer and editor 
to correct those mistakes to 
create an inviting, pleasurable 
3D experience.

If I had the chance to make a 

movie about any superhero, 

it would be The Shadow (3). 

I’ve always wanted to make a film 
about him, because I love the idea 
of this 1930s American pulp hero. 
He’d slip into the night and he 
could disappear like a ninja, and 
he fought crime with two blazing 
six-guns. He was really scary – 
half demon, half crimefighter. 

Sam Raimi directed Oz the 
Great and Powerful, out on 
Blu-ray and DVD.

SAM RAIMI
The director of The Evil Dead and Spider-Man gives us a 
lesson in how to get started in the moviemaking business

“YOU’RE SIMPLY IMPROVING 
EVERY DAY AT YOUR CRAFT”

MY GADGET LIFE
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You there! Explain this thing to me!

It’s a music box, Your Lordship. 

Not the 21st-century, plays-any-

tune-ever sort. The 19th-century, 

clockwork sort. It’s not old-

fashioned, mind: it comes from one 

of Your Munificence’s favourite 

Swiss watchmakers, MB&F, and it 

plays six different tunes, from the 

Star Trek theme to Pink Floyd. 

Also, it looks like a spaceship. 

Indeed. But what does a 

watchman know of musicalia? 

Watches and music boxes are not 

so different – they’re both complex 

mechanisms that turn the power 

from a spring into movement. And 

this one’s a collaboration – while 

MB&F contributed the futuristic 

design, the engineering was 

supplied by the world’s oldest and 

most prestigious music box maker, 

Reuge. You turn the propeller-

shaped dials at the rear to wind it 

up, then hit one of the play buttons 

and the long horizontal cylinders 

rotate, plucking the notes with 

their pins, creating a unique live 

performance and showing off the 

kind of exquisite craftsmanship 

and micro-engineering that you 

get in a swanky watch but often 

can’t see, let alone hear. 

Superlative! Have one sent to my 

suite at the Fuffington, at once!

Of course, Your Pecuniousness. 

We’ll have it pre-wound that you 

may listen to it while wallowing in a 

bath of Oscietra caviar and setting 

light to R200 notes for the simple 

pleasure of watching them burn. 

Because if that’s not the sort of 

thing you do on a daily basis, you 

definitely can’t afford one of these.

MB&F MUSICMACHINE
POA / mbandf.com

WATCHES AND 
MUSIC BOXES ARE 

NOT SO DIFFERENT
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We’re nuts about this bike
VANMOOF 10

Dutch bikesmiths Vanmoof are experts in squirrelling 

things away. In their previous bikes they’ve tucked 

powerful, unstealable lights into the frame and 

dynamos to power them into the wheels, but their 

latest effort is a tour de force of squirreling. Hidden in 

the front hub is an electric motor, adding muscle to 

your pedalling and up to 60km to your range. A 209Wh 

battery hides inside the frame, while behind the stem 

is a discreet display of battery life and motor power, 

and it even has a GPS tracking chip hidden in there 

somewhere. If only it was available in red or grey... 

Rtba (import) / vanmoof.com

Johnny Five’s missing an eye
SAMSUNG NX300
Samsung has combined retro and modern styling in 

the NX300, going for a retro-themed appearance for 

the camera body while everything else from the 

adjustable 3.3in/8.4cm AMOLED touchscreen display 

to the 20.3MP APS-C CMOS sensor is exactly what 

you’d expect from a WiFi and NFC-packing smart 

camera. Bundled with an external flash, Full HD (and 3D, 

with the right lens) video recording capabilities and one 

of Samsung’s nifty 18-55 OIS lenses, the compact 

NX300 is a whole lot of camera.  

R9 000 / samsung.co.za
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A one-metre-square sheet of graphene can 

support a 4kg cat, but weighs less than one 

of said cat’s whiskers, at three quarters of a 

milligram. It conducts electricity better than 

copper, and is 100 times stronger than steel 

(of the same thickness). It may solve the 

world’s energy problems by making cheaper, 

more efficient solar panels and revolutionise 

medicine by allowing for affordable DNA 

sequencing. Does anyone else feel like 

graphene is showing off? And exactly 

where has it been hiding all this time? 

Well, you’d better get used to it, because 

this pure carbon wündermaterial is also 

planning to make your camera loads better. 

To be precise, a thousand times better. 

Researchers at Singapore’s Nanyang 

Technological Uni have developed a 

graphene-based image sensor that solves 

one of photography’s great problems: low-

light performance. They claim that in tests, 

their chip has shown itself to be 1000 times 

more sensitive to light than a standard CMOS, 

and capable of producing clean, crisp images 

in the dark, without a flash. It does this by 

briefly trapping the electrons produced by 

light hitting the sensor in its hexagonal lattice 

– kind of like tennis balls getting stuck in the 

holes in a wire fence. Because these trapped 

electrons hang around that little bit longer, 

a clearer, sharper image is produced.

Best of all, the researchers claim that this 

technology can be added, relatively cheaply, 

to the current CMOS production process, so 

we may see crisp, grain-free pictures taken 

at ISO 320,000 in the nearish future. 

FUTURE STUFF
GRAPHENE CAMERA SENSORS

Real-life Tricorder 
SCANADU SCOUT 

Take a look at your future. This is one of the first 

products entered for the Qualcomm-sponsored 

Tricorder X Prize, a competition in which the first 

company to make a handheld device that can check 

key vital signs and diagnose 15 common diseases gets 

$10 million. Which will be chump change compared to 

what they’ll make from selling the thing to the 

world. Of course, it hasn’t spent seven years at 

medical school and it won’t give you a lolly for 

being good  – your doctor does that too, right?

from $150 (R1 550) / scanadu.com

Obsessive pet disorder
WHISTLE
Take a look at your dog’s future. This is one of the first 

products that will track your dog’s activities, collect 

data on his movements and relay them to your phone 

for... Wait a minute. They’re making fitness trackers for 

DOGS now? No. This has gone too far. If your dog’s all 

fat and wheezy, take him for a walk. If he’s not all fat 

and wheezy, take him for a walk anyway, because 

dogs love going for walks. You don’t need a freaking 

activity tracker to tell you that. Get a grip. What’s next? 

Weight Watchers for dogs? Oh, that exists. Sheesh. 

$100 (R1 050) (if you must) / whistle.com
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Feast your 
brain on a 
buffet of tech, 
science, history 
and fiction

1 Mark Miodownik
Stuff Matters
As graphene and its cousins gear 
up to revolutionise everything, 
this tour of the materials that 
shape our world is a timely read. 
Also, you’ve got to love the title.

2 Neil Gaiman 
The Ocean At The 
End Of The Lane
The master of modern fantasy’s 
first novel in eight years is the 
story of an artist who returns to 
his Sussex home and remembers 
the weird events of his childhood.   

3 Ken Macleod
Intrusion
In a near-future London in which 
everyone takes personalised, 
genetically tailored medicine 
from birth, an expectant mother 
finds she isn’t free to be unhealthy.  

4 Felix Martin
Money: The 
Unauthorised 
Biography 
An entertaining history of 
one of the most powerful, 
misunderstood forces in the 
world around us. Not one of 
those awful books about 
how to get rich.  

5 James Smythe
The Explorer
From the author of the highly 
original The Testimony, an 
account of a journalist who is 
selected to document the first 
manned mission to deep space, 
and ends up alone.  

6 Evgeny Morozov
To Save Everything, 
Click Here
The visionaries at the helms of 
Google, Facebook and the rest 
see our world as a set of problems 
that need solving, and this book 
suggests that giving them the 
power to do so is not a great idea. 

WINTER 
READING
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TREND 
TRACKER
Following tech’s future 
like a robot bloodhound

3D PRINTING

GESTURE 
CONTROL

INTERNET OF 
THINGS

SMART 
EVERYTHING

CROWDFUNDING

ECOTECH

SECOND 
SCREENING

NFC

VIRTUAL 
REALITY

4K 

WEARABLE 
COMPUTING

FLEXY 
TECH

SELF-
DRIVING 

CARS

AUGMENTED 
REALITY

WEARABLE COMPUTING
Oculon Optoelectronics 
has made prototype smart 
glasses that it claims will be 
better than Google Glass. 

VIRTUAL REALITY
Texan firm Virtuix smashed 
its Kickstarter goal to build 
and sell an omni-directional 
treadmill for VR walkabouts. 

AUGMENTED REALITY
Investors are betting on AR 
apps, with AR ad  platform 
DAQRI receiving R154 million 
in funding last month.

NFC
The SD Association has put 
NFC in its smartSD cards, 
so you could pay for crisps 
with your phone’s SD card.

SECOND SCREENING
With both the PS4 and Xbox 
One dual-screening, your 
phone will soon be integral 
to the TV experience. 

KEY
NOW
LAST MONTH
The bigger the circle, 
the closer to world 
domination a trend is

SMART EVERYTHING
Two new smart locks have 
been launched in a month – 
you could be about to lose 
your keys for the last time. 

CROWDFUNDING
New site Jump Start City 
promises to reinvent 
crowdfunding by giving 
backers a more active role.

SELF-DRIVING CARS
The new Mercedes-Benz 
S-Class’ ‘virtual chauffeur’ 
will keep it in lane, steer in 
city traffic and auto-brake. 

INTERNET OF THINGS
You can now program 
multiple WeMo sensors 
with If This Then That. 
See ifttt.com for more. 

3D PRINTING
NASA is trialling 3D printers 
for replicating food from 
less appetising stock while 
in space. Mmm, replicakes.

GESTURE CONTROL
With Leap Motion here and 
‘perceptual computing’ 
advances by Intel, touching 
your computer is old hat.

FLEXY TECH
Apple has filed a patent 
application for a bendy 
battery that would fit an 
iPhone – or a smartwatch.

ECO TECH
With thousands ordering a 
Fairphone on spec, tech 
with a conscience is turning 
into big business.

4K
While 4K TVs inch towards 
affordability, Asus has 
announced a 31.5in/80cm 
4K monitor, costing R40k. 
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Paging Dick Tracy 
SONY SMARTWATCH 2 SW2

Paired with Sony’s Xperia Z Ultra is the second 

iteration of the Japanese company’s 

SmartWatch, the imaginatively-named 

SmartWatch 2. It functions as a standard watch 

when not paired, via the new NFC function, with a 

Sony product but it is also water-resistant so 

your SW2 and Xperia Z Ultra can go swimming 

together. Sony have also upped the display size, 

made it compatible with most Android 

smartphones and increased the smartwatch’s 

battery life. Expect to see it in September, 

generally floating around. 

Rtba / sony.co.za

It’s long and hard and full of pixels
SONY XPERIA Z ULTRA
What do you get when you combine a 2.2GHz 

quad-core Snapdragon 800 CPU, 3G and LTE, 

2GB of RAM, a monster 1080 x 1920 

6.4in/16.25cm display and then make the 

whole lot waterproof? You end up with a 

phone about eight times more powerful than 

your first computer that is able to survive a 

quick dip in a pool/toilet/mug of coffee. Okay, 

the coffee might be stretching it but Sony’s 

featherlight Xperia Z Ultra, expected to land in 

September, is going to blow you away on 

almost every front.  

Rtba / sony.co.za

ROMANIAN 
TEENAGER DESIGNS 
SELF-DRIVING CAR
19-year-old Ionut 
Budisteanu has invented 
a self-driving car system 
costing just R41 000. His 
design won the Gordon E. 
Moore Award at the Intel 
International Science and 
Engineering Fair, along 
with its R777 000 prize.

SIGN O’ THE TIMES
The latest project from 
New York design agency 
Breakfast is a street sign 
that moves its pointers 
around and uses LEDs to 
display events, tweets and 
more. You push one of the 
options on the hand-level 
display and it swings its 
pointers. See breakfastny.
com/points for more.

3D PRINTING 
GETS BENT
Print-to-order service 
Shapeways has introduced 
a new, flexible material 
called Elasto, which will flex 
and scrunch. We’ve seen 
lots of 3D printers, but this 
could be a more significant 
development because it 
allows for models with 
different properties. 
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Huawei Ascend P1 

4.3in/11cm, 7.7mm

It’s fairly thin 

but the P6’s 

ancestor stands 

no chance in the 

skinny stakes. 

Or in terms 

of hardware, 

where it lags 

behind horribly.

Motorola RAZR XT910 

4.3in/11cm, 7.1mm 

It’s getting there 

but the RAZR is 

getting long in 

the tooth and is 

so two years 

ago. The RAZR 

HD ups the 

specs but is also 

8.4mm thicker.

Sony Xperia Z Ultra 

6.4in/16.25cm, 6.5mm 

Sony’s newest 

comes oh-so-

close to Huawei’s 

slim contender 

but the as-yet 

unannounced 

price tag will 

likely hurt your 

bank account.

Size isn’t everything 
but thickness has been 
known to cause a bit of a 
stir from time to time. In the 
smartphone world, thinner 
is better and it looks like 
Huawei’s Ascend P6 is the 
skinniest of them all...

� It’s a shadow
The Ascend P6 has a ridiculously 

skimpy 6.18mm profile, a fact that 

contributes to the lightweight 120 

grams of gravity that the handset 

will be adding to your pocket. There 

might one day be thinner handsets 

out there but they will be in severe 

danger of snapping in half if users 

breathe too hard on them.

� It’s got clarity
The P6’s 4.7in/11.9cm display 

doesn’t have the most impressive 

resolution on the block, coming in 

with a solid 720 x 1280 offering. 

That’s not shabby by anyone’s 

standards but it’s the pixel density 

that makes up for a lack of a full HD 

res, squeaking past Retina with 

312 pixels per inch. 

� It’s got guts
Internals, that is. And yes, every 

smartphone has internals but 

Huawei’s P6 has compressed a 

quad-core 1.5GHz CPU, 2GB of 

RAM and an 8MP camera inside its 

shell (somehow). It’s a little cheap 

when it comes to internal storage, 

featuring a mere 8GB of space, but 

they’ve made up for that. 

� It’s looking at me
Huawei have made up for the 

lack of internal storage with the 

addition of a 5MP front camera, for 

‘selfies’, because that’s how the 

world rolls now. If taking images of 

yourself isn’t enough, don’t stress 

bru. Huawei have left in the option 

to expand your storage, further 

developing on the idea of quantum 

phone innards. What, they have 

to have squeezed everything in 

there somehow, that’s as good 

an explanation as any. 

AND THE KATE MOSS AWARD GOES TO...

Huawei Ascend P6
Rtba / huawei.com/za

THE WORLD’S 
THINNEST PHONE



Magic marker
LIVESCRIBE WI-FI SMARTPEN
We’re big fans of pen and paper at Stuff Towers.  

R2 300 is a bit much for a pen, you may say. But 

this is no ordinary pen. This is the Livescribe 

smartpen and the latest iteration which comes 

with Wi-Fi  built-in, and 2GB of storage. Wi-Fi in a 

pen, now isn’t that a bit over the top. Well, 

considering it’s a pen that has a camera hidden 

under the ink nib, stores hundreds of pages of 

notes, written on special paper with millions of 

invisible dots (which the camera uses to record 

where the pen writes).  Now, with Wi-Fi, you  

can sync the pen directly  to Evernote, still our 

favourite productivity app. Our new favourite  

pen, smart or otherwise.

From R2 300 /  circuitcity.co.za

Who needs a gym?
VIRTUIX OMNI
Elsewhere in this issue of Stuff you’ll see the 

Oculus Rift virtual reality headset. VR is all and 

well but it isn’t as real as it could be without 

Virtuix’s omnidirectional treadmill. A Kickstarter 

project, the Omni is set to launch for the general 

gaming public in early 2014. Paired with a VR 

headset, players can turn their gaming from an 

on-the-couch experience to a blood-sweat-

and-tears endurance trial that makes first-

person shooters about as real as they can get 

without putting players in danger of terminal 

lead-poisoning. The Virtuix Omni is expected to 

cost between R4K and R5K when it becomes 

available next year but that’s not including 

import costs. Still, for a certain calibre of gamer, 

it will be money well spent.   

Rtba (2014)  / virtuix.com
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Aquaman’s new tablet
SONY XPERIA TABLET Z
The Xperia Tablet Z is as light as they come, weighing 

around the same as the average smartphone while 

packing enough power to run high-quality video. 

Underwater, if that’s something that you’d like to do. 

If you’re looking for an iPad alternative the Tablet Z is 

looking like a solid bet and with a host of companion 

products launching soon, your tech life might be 

overtaken by Sony in short order. 

R9 000  / sony.co.za

Lite-Room
ADOBE PHOTOSHOP LIGHTROOM 5

Adobe, almost responsible for making  Photoshop into a verb, has released 

an update to its scaled down version of the industry standard, Photoshop, 

called Lightroom 5. It’s jam packed with all the features a budding young 

paparazzi would need but don’t expect a nimble version of Photoshop. 

Healing Brushes, Radial Filters, significant exposure and colour controls as 

well as some rather handy image library management facilities make this 

more about photos and less about airbrushing. Its not the full suit, but then 

most of us aren’t full graphic designers and what Adobe have canibilised is 

enough to be feature rich. Plus you can buy it in a box out of the cloud. 

$85 (R840)  / adobe.com

Set some head(shots)
SKULLCANDY PLYR 1
Trading in the typicaly wild aesthetic for something more svelte, the 

PLYR 1’s are one of the sexiest ways to hear 11 year old slander your 

mother. The gaming only set take an optical cable in for 7.1 DTS and send 

your voice back via the USB cable used to power the stand. The wireless 

is lag free courtesy of 2.4GHz transmit and the neodynium powered 

cones are comfy cosy. Theres a little joystick on the side to change audio 

modes and a host of other exciting buttons to accidently bump mid-frag 

fest. Nevertheless, wireless DTS in your earholes and an enginous 

micrphone system will have your amp back the gym in no time. 

Rtba  / skullcandy.com
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Battery life superhero
NOKIA 105
When the editor isn’t using his iPhone 5 or S4, his 

spare phone of choice is Nokia’s dinky little 105. 

Why, we asked him, as he brandished it at yet 

another conference. This is what he said: “There 

was a time in our cellular lives, when we never had 

to worry about battery life, where a charge lasted 

a week. Of course, that was before four to six inch 

touchscreen 4G smartphones, but these 2G 

handsets are evergreen. I still use an old Nokia 

1100 whenever I travel because of the battery life 

and network reliability. The 105 is its best 

successor; as its 35-day battery life, radio and 

torch make it the ideal phone for Africa.”

R 200  / nokia.co.za

Hand-stand
MANFROTTO 

COMPACT SERIES TRIPOD 
W/MOVIE HEAD KIT

It’s light, it fits in a suitcase, and it has a third leg. 

Manfrotto’s Compact Series Tripod can be set up 

in seconds and collapsed for transportation just 

as quickly. That’s important, since you never 

know what or where you’re going to be snapping 

stills or shooting video but Manfrotto has you 

covered. The included movie head kit lets you 

snap on a video camera and start capturing 

anything from the creatures roaming the African 

savannah eating each other to surfers slamming 

huge re-entries off the top of a sick lip in Camps 

Bay. Attached equipment dependent, of course. 

R760  / singerphoto.co.za

Bananas for batteries
POWER TRAVELLER  
POWERCHIMP 4A
The Powerchimp isn’t really the monkey sidekick that its 

name suggests. However, it is a battery charger that will 

recharge up to four AA or AAA batteries, or a mixture of 

the two at any one time. When the batteries are charged, 

you can use the Powerchimp unit to charge pretty much 

anything that uses USB via the provided cables. The 

innovative and undeniably useful charger comes in a 

sturdy case that ensures that you will be able to have 

your sidekick close at hand for your next adventure, like 

your next inevitable encounter with load shedding. It 

comes with the charger unit, four AA rechargeable 

batteries, USB cables for charging the batteries (and 

your devices) and two AAA to AA battery converters.

R690 / wintecsolutions.co.za
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WWE LIVE 
WORLD TOUR
Technically Stuff is 
cheating with this 
one since the event 
starts on 30 July 
and ends on 03 
August but WWE 
fans can get their fix 
of entertainment 
wrestling live in South 
Africa at Durban’s 
Westridge Park 
Tennis Stadium, Jozi’s 
Coca-Cola Dome or 
at Cape Town’s Grand 
Arena. Tickets range 
from R300 to R600 
per person. Go show 
local fighter Justin 
Gabriel some love. 

SPLINTER 
CELL: 
BLACKLIST
The newest chapter 
in the annals of Sam 
Fisher will be dropping 
this month from 
Ubisoft, for current-
generation consoles 
as well as Sony and 
Microsoft’s new 
offerings. The 
stealth-action title 
will be wowing players 
with cinematic 
gameplay and 
multiple approaches 
to objectives. 

RAYMAN 
LEGENDS
The sequel to 
Michel Ancel’s 
phenomenal 
platformer release 
from 2011, Rayman 
Origins, is due to 
grace the Wii U, 
PS3 and Xbox 360 
this month-end. 
Running, jumping, 
punching and 
generally grooving 
your way through 
stages takes some 
skill but it’s oh so 
worth it.

NATIONAL 
WOMEN’S DAY 
National Women’s 
Day is a day for 
celebrating the role of 
women in South 
Africa and highlighting 
the opportunities that 
they have in our 
country so get out 
there and celebrate 
the women in your life. 
Better yet, use the 
day as an example of 
how to relate to 
women throughout 
the year. 

SA
COMIC`S 
CHOICE 
AWARDS
Should you find 
yourself in Jozi on 
24 August, head 
on over to the Teatro 
at Montecasino to 
check out the who’s 
who of the South 
African comedy 
scene at the third 
annual Comic’s 
Choice Awards. 
Tickets are limited 
at the door so it 
is probably a good 
idea to book 
at Computicket 
beforehand. 

JIMMY 
IN PIENK
A South African 
comedy concerning 
a multi-talented 
mielie farmer forced 
to turn hairdresser 
so that he can win 
a reality TV show in 
order to save his farm 
from a couple of loan 
sharks? There is no 
way that Stuff is 
missing out on seeing 
this one and nor 
should you. 

Spring is almost here: here’s how you should spend the next 31 (chilly) days
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REASONS TO 
LOVE A LUMIA

FOR MANY MORE REASONS VISIT NOKIA.CO.ZA/LUMIA

HERE Drive is your perfect car-navigation app, with 
turn-by-turn voice guidance and true offl  ine support.

Nokia Music lets you discover a world of music 
and local gigs.

The Offi  ce Hub on your phone is the interface 
to go to work on  your Microsoft Offi  ce documents.

Smart Shoot shoots fi ve frames for each picture, 
so you can then pick the best faces from each frame.



VS

VS

Both Sony and Microsoft revealed their new consoles in 
the same month. They must be furious! Still, it makes 

choosing easier. Or it would do if Valve’s Steam platform 
wasn’t threatening to out-game the pair of them… 
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The PS4’s new 
controller is finally a decent 
size, so you won’t want to 

put it down. See p42 for how 
it compares to that of the 
Xbox One – and why new 

Kinect tech means controllers 
are now old news anyway



PS4 VS XBOX VS STEAM

After a PS4-less PS4 launch, Sony 
finally whipped the covers off at E3. 
With its angles and vents it shares 
more DNA with the PS2 than any 
iteration of the PS3. It’s no oil painting 
but the stealth aesthetic will at least 
mean it’s undetectable by radar.

The Xbox One is a whopper, even 
bigger than the original “fat” PS3. 
It also looks like an old Pace decoder – 
fine if you’re just going to stick it under 
the telly and forget about it (using 
Kinect to turn it on and off, see p42), 
but it’s hardly an iconic design.

In the absence of an official Steam Box 
from Valve, we’ve chosen Xi3’s Piston 
to represent gaming’s third way. It’s a 
tiny square box that’ll fit in the palm of 
your hand, so it will easily slot into any 
home setup, plus it can be carted 
around easily. Y’know, for LAN parties.

Crack open the PS4 and you’ll see an 
eight-core AMD x86 CPU and 8GB of 
GDDR5 RAM. That’s the kind of RAM 
used in graphics cards, meaning the 
PS4 will have more bandwidth to play 
with, and, in theory, will produce 
better-looking games.

Under the bonnet it’s a different story. 
Like the PS4 the Xbox One has an 
octa-core x86 AMD processor. Unlike 
the PS4 it’s paired with 8GB of boring 
old DDR3 RAM. It’s essentially a media 
centre PC in a (slightly) nicer box. It 
does, at last, have a Blu-ray drive.

The Piston is based on Xi3’s three-part 
X7A, meaning it comes with 8GB RAM 
(DDR2 this time), a 3.2GHz quad-core 
processor and an AMD 7000-series 
graphics card. So not much of a threat 
to a next-gen console (or a self-built 
gaming PC). But, vaguely upgradeable.

Will Remote Play finally take off? Sony 
has already shown off a full game 
being streamed to its Vita handheld 
over Wi-Fi and recently announced 
that it’d be mandatory for all games. 
Unless, of course, they use the new 
Eye camera (see p42).

Smartglass comes to life via Xbox 
One, with expanded TV remote control 
functionality (see p51), and exchange 
of information from TV to tablet. Plus, 
your second screen will be a gaming 
companion, even if that’s just a way 
to spend more money while in-game.

While Sony and Microsoft have been 
yelling about the second-screen skills 
of their new creations, there’s currently 
no equivalent for PC gaming. Valve’s 
Steam app allows iOS and Android 
users to buy games, but streaming 
and extra content are off the menu. 

More power translates to more 
moreish gaming, right?

Instant wake-up. Because waiting is 
something PC gamers have to do.

The Piston’s modular make-up means 
it can be easily upgraded.
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It's a war on three fronts for this latest console 
conflagration. But which has the most firepower?

THE HARDWARE 
INSIDE TECH'S 
MOST-WANTED 
BLACK BOXES

KILLER 
FEATURE

OFF THE 
BOX

ON THE 
INSIDE

ON THE 
OUTSIDE

�SONY PS4 � �XBOX ONE �STEAM BOX

OTHER 
HARDWARE

Gone are the days when 
gaming was just Nintendo vs 

Sega. Now there’s a whole 
swathe of left-field consoles 

hoping to supply your thumbs 
with something to twiddle... 

�Ouya
Designed by the man behind the 
Jawbone Jambox and backed by 
ex-COD bigwig Robert Bowling, 
the Kickstarter-funded Ouya 
showed very early promise but 
has been met with middling 
reviews, despite the cheap-as-
quite-a-lot-of-chips price tag.
R1 600 / ouya.tv
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�Hyperkin RetroN 5
With a name like some sort of sci-fi 
movie prop, the RetroN 5 has five 
cartridge ports for NES, SNES 
Gameboy, Mega Drive – you 
name it, in fact. It has a Bluetooth 
controller, but ports for originals as 
well, if you haven’t eBayed them all. 
Rtba (due late summer) / 
hyperkin.com

�Razer Edge Pro
We’re as partial to a game of 
Ridiculous Fishing as the next 
sofa-based angler, but real gaming 
on a tablet can only come from 
Razer’s Windows-powered Edge 
Pro. It’s got proper handles for 
a kick-off. Find out if it’s any good 
in our full review on p58. 
Rtba / razerzone.com

�Project Shield
Nvidia’s aggressively named, 
Android-powered handheld not 
only plays games from the Google 
Play store, it’ll allow you to stream 
full-fat PC titles over Wi-Fi from 
an NVIDIA-powered PC, making 
toilet-based Skyrim a reality. 
Fus Ro Parp!  
Rtba (import) / shield.nvidia.com

�GameStick 
Proof that portable gaming 
doesn’t have to mean handheld, 
the GameStick is an Android 4.2 
console disguised as a memory 
stick. It plugs into any HDMI port 
and comes with a Bluetooth control 
pad that can be charged wirelessly 
with the addition of a dock.   
R1 080 (import) / gamestick.tv
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IN CONTROL
HANDS ON (& OFF) 
WITH THE NEW 
GENERATION

KILLER 
FEATURE

HANDS
OFF

HANDS 
ON

�PS4 � �XBOX ONE �STEAM BOX

  PERIPHERAL 
VISION

All-seeing eyes, voice commands 

and motion control are just the 

start. In the future, gaming 

peripherals will use all parts of 

your body. Well, most parts

�Delta Six
Forget the Nintendo Super Scope 
or NES Zapper, this ‘light gun’ for 
first-person shooters uses motion 
sensors to control movement and 
aiming, zooms when you look 
down the barrel and reloads with 
a tap on the magazine. Will it also 
backfire and burn your face off?
R2 620 (import) / thedelta6.com

Sony’s DualShock 4 is not a great 
departure from the last one: it’s a bit 
bigger (thankfully), with more sculpted 
triggers and grippier, more responsive 
thumbsticks. There’s a Vita-esque 
multi-touch panel, and a light so the 
controller can be motion-tracked. 

Like Sony, Microsoft’s adopted an ‘if 
it ain’t broke, don’t break it’ approach. 
The triggers now provide rumble 
feedback, for a quickening heartbeat 
or when your car starts to lose grip 
through a corner, while a repositioned 
battery should make it more balanced. 

Traditionally, PC gamers have favoured 
the mouse and keyboard over 
handheld controllers – fine at a desk 
but not so great on the sofa. Luckily, 
Xbox 360 pads work with Windows, 
or you can get third-party pads from 
brands such as Razer (see right).

Unlike Kinect, Sony’s new Eye bar is an 
optional extra. It now has two separate 
HD tracking sensors, and it’ll support 
Move controllers too, with developer 
Media Molecule (of LittleBigPlanet)
showing off a demo that uses the 
Move as a 3D sculpting wand.

A revamped Kinect sensor will come 
with every Xbox One. It now requires 
less lounge space, can track individual 
fingers, rotation of limbs and refuse to 
open the pod bay doors. Apparently it 
can also sense heart rate, which could 
lead to physiologically aware games. 

Steam doesn’t support voice or 
motion control. However, many PC 
developers are going crazy for the 
Oculus Rift VR headset, due out this 
year. It’ll work with the likes of Doom 3, 
Half-Life 2 and Minecraft, and many 
games on Steam Greenlight (see p50). 

Can the controller’s touchpad win us 
over as it (eventually) did on the Vita? 
It’s in a better position, so it just might. 

If Kinect works as well as Microsoft 
says it does, the voice-control dream 
is well and truly here.

Truth is, you can’t beat a keyboard and 
mouse for first-person shooters. They 
just aren’t very sofa-friendly.

We've come a long way since the two-buttons-and-a-
D-pad formula of old. We eye up today's controller tech 
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�CastAR
Like Google Glass for gamers, 
these specs take augmented 
reality to the next level. Using a 
special projector-style screen they 
create 3D graphics that you can 
move around and interact with 
using a special wand.  
Rtba (prototype) / 
technicalillusions.com

�Illumiroom
Sadly absent from the Xbox One 
reveal, Illumiroom turns gaming 
into something more akin to a 
hallucination. Like a supercharged 
Philips’ Ambilight, it projects 
extended scenery and effects from 
the game world (stray bullets and 
the like) onto walls around your TV.
Rtba (concept) / xbox.com

�Mad Katz GameSmart 
R.A.T
Why take multiple controllers into 
the deathmatch when one will do? 
This l33t-level Bluetooth laser 
mouse uses 10 programmable 
buttons to bring hardcore gaming 
control to your tablet or phone as 
well as your PC.
Rtba / madkatz.com

�Stinky Footboard 
This Kickstarted PC peripheral 
works by tilting your foot to 
activate single or combo key-
presses. Its adjustable springs 
let you set it up to a leg-saving 
sensitivity. Best of all, MMORPG 
brats won’t be able to afford one, 
so you can finally get an edge. 
R1 300 (import) / stinkyboard.com

Hit the PS4’s new Share 
button and you can edit 
and upload a video of your 
latest goal or n00b scalp 
for the world to see.

Don’t be fooled by the 
glowing Xbox button 
on Razer’s Sabertooth 
(R800, razerzone.com). It 
works with both PCs 
and Xbox 360s, with six 
programmable buttons.

The Start and Back buttons 
have been replaced by View 
(left) and Menu (right). Both 
can be custom mapped 
by developers but are 
likely to function similarly 
to their predecessors.
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SMART HUB
Smart Hub allows you to search 
and access content quickly and 
easily. Divided into three panels, 
Smart Hub lets you access Apps, 
Social Panel, Photos, Videos & 
Music. Easily navigate these panels 
with a simple flipping motion.

QUAD CORE PROCESSOR
Explore and multitask faster with 
our Quad Core Processor. This 
extra power gives you faster web 
browsing, smoother interaction 
and allows you to switch 
between content even faster 
than before.

*Come into DionWired and upgrade your 2012 Samsung ES7500 or ES8000 TV with an Evolution Kit  3 000

SMART EVOLUTION
The Smart Evolution Kit (sold 
separately)* plugs into the back of 
your TV and updates it with new 
software and technology that will 
improve your TV performance – 
faster speed, more content, 
more features.

Features of all three TV’s

Take control with Smart Interaction and effortlessly 
interact with your TV using Samsung’s 2013 Voice 
Control, Motion Control and Facial Recognition.

THE TV 
A MOST 
ADVANCED 
EXPERIENCE



STUFF PROMOTION

45

SMART INTERACTION
Speaking to the TV or into the 
built-in microphone on the Smart 
Touch Remote Control plus hand 
gestures lets you control your TV 
in new and unexpected ways.

35 000

27 000
or Samsung  

19 000

13 000
or Samsung  

9 000

Open an ACCOUNT & take tomorrow 
�������	
���������������������
�����������������������

*visit dionwired.co.za for T’s & C’s. NCRCP 38/FSP38911

PICTURE QUALITY
you want to 

watch and enjoy the 
unmatched picture quality with 
the new Samsung Smart TV.
 
Intelligent Viewing:

images 
so they appear clear and crisp, 

 
Micro Dimming Ultimate: 

to produce a 
brighter and clear image.
 
Real Black Pro: 
Makes you enjoy a theatre-like 
experience with deeper blacks.

DESIGN
The new Samsung Smart TV 

minimalistic 
design. The elegant combination 

technology and style produces 

the 
attention 

or Samsung 
22 000
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Forget your octocore processors, teraflops, SmartEye 
and MoveGlass – what’s there to play around here?

THE GAMES 
FROM INDIE TO  
BLOCKBUSTER

The PS4’s launch offering doesn’t 
exactly hold a surprise around 
every corner. The sequel to Killzone 
(subtitled Shadow Fall) leads the 
charge, while the hashtag continues 
to pollute popular culture with its 
inclusion in the title of #DriveClub, 
a game which appears to be Gran 
Turismo with all the boring bits 
stripped out. There’s also Knack, a 
colourful platformer in which you play 
a shape-shifting robot, plus the usual 
suspects that’ll also appear on the 
Xbox One, including Wolfenstein: The 
New Order and the Thief reboot. 
Happily, Sony’s arms-wide-open 
attitude to indie developers looks set 
to continue into the next generation 
too, starting with The Witness – a 
slightly odd-looking Minecraft-esque 
puzzler from the maker of Braid – and 
a remake of Oddworld: Abe’s Odyssey 
subtitled New ’n’ Tasty. 

Despite touting a launch line-up with 
a total of 14 exclusives (eight of which 
won’t just be prettier versions of 
existing franchises) the Xbox One’s 
first round of games isn’t the most 
inspiring. Like the PS4, it’s got its 
own Gran Turismo-without-all-the-
looking-at-wingnuts in the shape of 
Forza 5, a TV tie-in from the makers 
of Alan Wake called Quantum Break, 
and the return of Ryse, a Roman 
hack-’em-up that’s been resurrected 
exclusively for the One. It’ll also share 
Destiny (when it’s released in 2014), 
COD: Ghosts and FIFA 14 with the 
PS4. Sadly the arrival of the One 
heralds a pretty bleak future for indie 
fans, with Xbox Live Arcade being 
scrapped in favour of a one-size-
fits-all marketplace, meaning indie 
developers will have to get a standard 
publishing deal to make their games 
available on the console. Ouch.

No games console can compete 
with Steam’s library of 4500 titles, 
especially at launch. These include 
recent classics such as Borderlands 2, 
Tomb Raider and Dishonored, all of 
which will look miles better on the 
Piston than they do on an Xbox 360 
or PS3. BioShock Infinite’s hefty 
download weighs in at 17GB, but as 
the Steam version is so much cheaper 
than the consoles’, you can put that 
saved money into nippier broadband. 
While PCs may lack blockbuster 
console exclusives such as Halo and 
Uncharted, Steam is home to the best 
and most varied indie games around. 
Minecraft, World of Goo and Thomas 
Was Alone all started out as PC titles, 
while triple-A games such as the new 
Sim City, Starcraft II and Shootmania 
Storm remain PC exclusives.They’re 
also backwards compatible and forever 
backed-up online. Take that, Microsoft.

The killer combo of big names and 
indie titles makes the PS4’s the 
most attractive all-round package.

Exclusive downloadable content for 
Call Of Duty will make the Xbox One a 
must-have for foul-mouthed fraggers. 

Whether it’s quirky puzzlers or retro 
shoot-’em-ups you want, Steam’s 
bumper indie offering is unrivalled.

�PS4 � �XBOX ONE �STEAMBOX

KILLER 
FEATURE

GAME
ON

PS4 VS XBOX VS STEAM



15 GAMES 
YOU MUST 
PLAY IN 2013
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�
1 Thomas Was Alone 
Don’t let narration by Danny ‘Captain 
Smug’ Wallace put you off this endearing 
platform puzzler about friendship and 
teamwork among a group of plain-
coloured, geometric shapes.

� �
2 Assassin’s Creed IV: 
Black Flag 
AC swaps the American Revolution for 
swashbuckling on the high seas, rather 
than ’80s hardcore punk as the name 
suggests. Still, we’re hoping Henry 
Rollins is an unlockable character.

�
3 Killzone: Shadow Fall
Despite being slightly overshadowed by 
Battlefield 4 and COD: Ghosts, Sony’s 
own shooter looks gorgeous. In a city 
divided by a huge wall, something soon 
kicks off that even a psycho won’t fix.

�
4 DayZ
Only a PC allows you to modify games. 
Which means only a PC will let you play 
DayZ, a zombie-infested mod of 
hardcore military shooter Arma 2 
(R260, Steam). Play it now before your 
console-owning mates catch on.

� �
5 FIFA 14
The next-gen FIFA 14 uses EA’s new 
Ignite engine to improve physics, 
animation and AI. It’ll make the current-
gen version of the game look about as 
smart as, well, a professional footballer.

�
6 Hotline Miami
Only the blood pumps harder than the 
soundtrack in this top-down love letter 
to ultra violence in Scarface-era Florida. 
This short, sharp, shock of a game kills 
time like the masked protagonist kills 
people – worryingly quickly.

�
7 Ryse: Son of Rome 
300 meets Time Team in this 
bloodthirsty gladiator-’em-up from 
the makers of Crysis. Take on enemies 
hand-to-hand or form a human tortoise 
with your comrades to fend off arrows 
in your quest to become a legend.  

�
8 Contrast
Part of the PS4’s indie games offering, 
Contrast lets you switch between the 
real world and the shadows as you 
navigate its 1920s vaudeville setting.

Keep your thumbs healthy with a strict 

diet of this year’s essential games
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� �
9 Watch_Dogs
Ubisoft’s cybercrime sandbox 
continues to impress, particularly with 
its bustling always-on environment 
(a neat fit for the similarly connected 
Xbox One). Every Joe Bloggs you meet 
on the street has a back story, plus a 
phone full of text messages you can 
hack into. It also takes second-screen 
gaming to the next level, with a tablet-
wielding friend able to interact with the 
city to help (or hinder) your progress.

� �
10 Battlefield 4
Battlefield 4 on next-gen consoles 
finally catches up with its PC 
counterpart by offering 64-player 
online battles for the first time ever. 
Because getting that many around 
one telly just isn’t practical.

�
11 Dead Rising 3
Nobody wants to fight a zombie 
invasion using conventional firearms. 
Wouldn’t it be better if you could strap 
a buzzsaw to a sledgehammer and 
swing that at the undead instead? 
Dead Rising 3 brings in more zombies 
than an all-you-can-eat brain buffet. 

�
12 Gunpoint
Using a combination of superhuman 
acrobatics and ingenious rewiring of 
switches, the aim of Gunpoint is to 
sneak your way into heavily guarded 
buildings and jack some mystery 
data from mainframes. Old school.

�
13 Amnesia: A Machine 
For Pigs 
Long-awaited sequel to the trouser-
browning survival-horror-with-a-
difference. Armed with just a lamp, it’s 
your job to investigate those strange 
noises coming from the darkness. 
What could possibly go wrong?

�
14 Forza Motorsport 5
Photo-realistic motors aren’t the 
only thing Forza 5 has going for it. 
The game ‘crowdsources’ its AI from 
the cloud, learning how real players 
drive and adjusting the computer-
controlled drivers accordingly.

��
15 Octodad: Dadliest Catch
The PS4 gets its own version of the 
indie classic, in which you play a 
cephalopod masquerading as a family 
man. Try to make it through the day 
without getting busted by your better 
half as the eight-legged, soft-bodied 
sea dweller you really are.

9

10

11 12

15

14

13



ALL-NEW FOCUS 
Start more than a car.

www.ford.co.za
Visit FordSouthAfrica

184kw.  360Nm. 0-100km/h in 6.5 seconds. 20% improved fuel effi  ciency through 

the innovative EcoBoost engine. 15% less carbon emissions and enhanced engine 

performance. To every ST driver, every empty, winding road is a chance to seize the 

moment and live a little piece of the dream.

Power with responsibility.

JW
T6

28
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Steam’s holding pen for games in development is a 
veritable goldmine of imaginative ideas that wouldn’t 
get a look-in at a big-name publisher. Here are the 
ones we’d buy without a moment’s hesitation...

10 STEAM 
GREENLIGHT 
GAMES WE’D 
BUY TOMORROW

�Among the Sleep
If you’ve ever worried about monsters 

lying in wait under your bed, the Oculus 

Rift-compatible Among the Sleep might 

not be the game to help you conquer your 

fears. In it you take control of a two-year-

old child investigating strange noises in 

a darkened house. But how much is real? 

And do you need your nappy changing? 

WTF?
An online X-Factor 

for not-quite-
finished games
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�Papers, Please
Working in passport control might not 

sound like a laugh a minute but spend 10 

of them playing Papers, Please and you’ll 

soon be drunk on the power (and rubber 

stamp) you wield. The retro graphics suit 

the 1983 setting perfectly and its fictional 

draconian world is wonderfully created. 

�Routine
With no health bars, no medi packs 

and no extra lives, Routine is not for the 

faint hearted or gung-ho. Explore the 

abandoned moon base in an attempt to 

find out what happened to its crew. With 

Oculus Rift support planned, it might be 

best not to wear a white spacesuit...

�Shelter
Fed up with controlling gun-toting 

meatheads with poor social skills? This 

first-person snuffler puts you in the paws 

of a female badger. Protect your cubs from 

the dangers of the big wide world, including 

birds of prey and – the Daily Mail ’s public 

enemy number one – foxes.

�Door Kickers
This top-down SWAT shooter combines 

the meticulously-planned tactics of 

Rainbow Six and the sweep ’n’ clear 

gameplay of Hotline Miami, allowing you 

to devise your attack step by step or go 

in with all guns blazing. Choreographed 

killing has never been so appealing.

�Real World Racing
Like a cross between Micro Machines and 

Google Earth, this top-down racer uses a 

combination of high-resolution aerial 

photographs and graphical elements to 

create over 50 tracks through cities across 

the world, including Berlin, Rome and 

London, with room for 16 online players.

�The Forest
You know the drill: plane crashes in forest 

and you’re the only survivor, then forest 

turns out to be full of apparently naked 

mutants with a taste for human flesh. 

We’ve all been there. Armed with little 

more than a lighter, it’s up to you to find 

shelter, hunt for food and try to stay alive.

�Road Redemption
A spiritual successor to 16-bit classic 

Road Rash, success in Road Redemption 

isn’t about lap times or pole positions, it’s 

about how you wield your samurai sword 

and how many opponents you can kick 

into the path of oncoming traffic. They 

don’t teach that in the Highway Code.

�Parallax
This brain-bending, first-person Portal-

esque puzzler puts you in a world with two 

dimensions: a black ’n’ white one and a 

white ’n’ black one. “But those are the 

same!” you cry. And that’s part of the 

problem. Working out which one you have 

to be in and when is all part of the puzzle.

�Riot
Unlike London in 2011, you no longer need 

a BlackBerry and a misplaced sense of 

entitlement to indulge in a spot of civil 

disobedience. This retro unrest-’em-up 

gives you the chance to experience it from 

both sides of the law, with RTS-style 

controls for rallying your troops. 

PS4 VS XBOX VS STEAM
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Why the PS4 is the only 
sane choice
This choice is so obvious, we barely need to 
write anything. But we will. While the beloved 
Microsoft is busy retracting invading gamers’ 
privacy, telling them what they can and can’t do 
with their own property and charging an 
absolute fortune for the pleasure, Sony has 
glided to the rescue. With 24/7 online demands, 
no pre-owned game restrictions to rescind… 
and it’s also cheaper. It’s almost as if Sony 
actually likes gamers. And you’ll have noticed 
that someone has actually designed it, rather 
than simply stuck some PC components in an 
old VCR? Yes, the Steam Box is intriguing, but 
it’s still a PC, and that means it will need costly 
upgrades every time you turn it on. The way we 
see it, the PS4 should be top of everyone’s 
Christmas list. Anything else would be madness.

Why the Xbox is The One
No doubt: it’s the ‘does-everything’ box we’ve 
been waiting for. Some might slag off its design 
but how much time do you spend eyeballing 
your DSTV box when you’re watching TV? The 
current generation has proved that consoles are 
now about more than just games, so when 
we’re not playing exclusives such as Halo and 
Forza 5, the Xbox One will deliver all the 
entertainment we could possibly want straight 
into our eyes with zero effort on our part. The 
possibilities of Kinect’s super-precise motion 
detection and voice commands are almost too 
exciting to contemplate. And, as for it having to 
go online every 24 hours, answer this: when 
was the last time you went more than a few 
hours without internet before throwing a social-
media hissy fit at your ISP? Well, exactly, and it’s 
been revoked anyway.

Why a Steam Box is the 
choice of a true gamer 
While others enjoy a diet of uninspiring 
sequels, gimmicky controllers and restrictive 
operating systems we’ll be over here installing 
an unobtrusive box that looks like neither an 
HD DVD player nor a baffling piece of modern 
art. It might be an Xi3 Piston, pictured above, 
or it might not. It might be something we’d 
build. Because that’s the beauty of a Steam 
Box – it can be whatever you want it to be. We 
can have whatever type of RAM we like, we 
can play online for free (with a choice of games 
that includes everything from Far Cry 3 to 
Papers, Please), and there’s no such thing as 
backwards compatibility because there’s only 
one format. Yes, it’ll cost more money if we 
want it to remain graphically competitive, but 
freedom is worth more than any console.

STUFF TOWER’S OPINIONS: 

Our Tom Parsons and Esat Dedezade are two of very 
few people in the world to have played both new 
consoles – but don’t ignore the third way…

OPINION
PS4 VS XBOX ONE 
VS STEAM BOX

STUFF SAYS... Until Valve launches its own affordable, focused 
hardware, any Steam Box feels out of place in the lounge, while 
the Xbox’s restrictions left a sour taste. A lower price point, fat 
catalogue of games and friendlier attitude towards indies puts 
the PS4 out in front for us. Roll on Christmas.

�PS4 � �XBOX ONE �STEAM BOX

PS4 VS XBOX VS STEAM



Blu-ray is meat and drink for the PS4 
so it’s pushing the envelope further. 
Netflix has already been mentioned, 
but a full suite of movie streaming 
services is expected. Of more interest 
are 4K movies, due to be added via 
a download store in the near future 
– which might give you time to save 
up for a megabucks Ultra HD telly.

A lot of gamers were rather put out 
by how much Microsoft focused on TV 
at the Xbox One launch, but it’s clearly 
a big part of the console’s future. It 
takes over control of your TV box 
via an HDMI input and enables you 
to change channel using Kinect voice 
control, plus there are music and movie 
downloads and a Blu-ray drive (finally).

Running on a standard desktop OS 
means the Piston is as capable as a PC: 
connect a Blu-ray drive and TV tuner 
using one of its plentiful USB ports and 
Windows Media Centre (or XBMC if 
you decided to run it on Linux) pulls it 
all together. Video streaming sites 
such as SuperSport and Netflix are 
also accessible through a web browser. 

In stark contrast to the Xbox One, 
the PS4’s launch has been about 
games, games and more games. 
No miracle web browsers, no headline 
apps, although screenshots of the 
console’s interface show a social 
network for sharing gameplay videos, 
screenshots and achievements. 

The Xbox One’s Windows-esque 
operating system means you get 
a proper web browser, Skype and 
downloadable apps. It also nicks the 
‘snap’ feature from Windows, which 
lets you split the screen up using 
gestures: watch a video while you 
browse the web or video chat in HD. 

A full-fat OS also means you can install 
any software you want, not just the 
limited selection of apps that have 
been specifically developed for the 
platform. That means anything from 
Spotify to Photoshop, Microsoft Word 
to Traktor Pro 2, making it far more 
flexible than a console can ever be. 

4K movies should futureproof the 
PS4 long into its lifecycle.

TV skills could make the Xbox work 
harder for its privileged position.

PC-like flexibility makes a Steam Box 
much more than just a gamer.

Because even the most ardent gamer 
eventually gets sore thumbs

NOT ONLY 
BUT ALSO TV, 
APPS, WEB & 
ENTERTAINMENT

KILLER 
FEATURE

ON THE 
WEB

ON THE 
BOX

�PS4 � �XBOX ONE �STEAM BOX

PS4 VS XBOX VS STEAM
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1  Hurley | R630
style36.co.za

2  LaCoq Sportiff | R800
lecoqsportif.com

3  Tumi | R4 000
tumi.com

4  Tumi | R4 500
tumi.com

5  Lyle & Scott | R500
style36.co.za

6  Element | R500
elementsouthafrica.com 

back-up 
� or� E
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Rack 'em, stack 'em, pack 'em.  Travel 
containers and the wares to fill them.

FASHION
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1  Swatch | R1 260
swatch.com

2  Tag Heuer | R80 000
picotandmoss.co.za

3  Seiko | R7 000
seikoshop.co.za

4  Nixon | R1 100
zando.co.za
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Stylist Leigh Peinke  

Pictures Candice Askham

1  LaCoq Sportiff | R1 690
shelflife.co.za

2  Supremebeing | R880
supremebeing.co.za

3  Adidas | R1 150
loom-shop.myshopify.com

4  Superga | R470
superga.co.za

5  LaCoq Sportiff | R1 000
zando.co.za 

1  Billabong | R200
billabong.com/za

2  Ten Lion | R200
loom-shop.myshopify.com

3  Billabong | R600
billabong.com/za

4  Kurt Geitger | R800
kurtgeiger.co.za

5  Guess | R180
guess.com

6  Moleskin | R490
loom-shop.myshopify.com

7  Dermalogica | R590
dermalogica.co.za

8  Dermalogica | R300
dermalogica.co.za

9  Porsche | R1 850
porsche-design.com

10  Babatunde | R100
style36.co.za

11  Comme des Garcons | R990
loom-shop.myshopify.com

12  Porsche | R2 350
porsche-design.com

13  Babatunde | R100
style36.co.za

14  Muratti | R300
johncraig.co.za

15  Kurt Geiger | R1 200
kurtgeiger.co.za

16  Jeep | R300
jeepsa.co.za

17  Zulu Star | R600
loom-shop.myshopify.com

18  Holmes Brothers | R230
holmesbrothers.co.za

19  Kurt Geiger | R400
kurtgeiger.co.za

20  Porsche | R1 500
porsche-design.com

21  Tumi | R100
tumi.com

OPPOSITE PAGE
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FIRST TEST RAZER EDGE PRO

ON THE EDGE 
OF GREATNESS

Spend all d
ay playing games, th

en 

buy some m
ore durin

g a Steam sale

Connect t
he Gamepad and end up 

hunched over la
p. P

orta
ble? Nah…

Tomb Raider, B
ioshock In

fin
ite

 and 

Dishonored all p
layable on a ta

blet!

Plug device in
to dock and use Xbox 

360 gamepad in
stead. M

uch bette
r

Hook up to
 TV and use Steam’s Big 

Picture m
ode fo

r c
onsole experie

nce

Im
mediately im

pressed by excelle
nt 

build
 quality

 and easy set-up

Installin
g games is going to

 ta
ke m

e

a w
hile

. B
ioshock In

fin
ite

 = 17
GB

W
indows crashes fo

r t
he fir

st t
im

e, 

forcing a re
set. B

ette
r g

et u
sed to

 it
80 hours 
with the 
Edge Pro

Good

Meh

Evil

   10mins     15mins          30mins                         1hr          1hr05          1hr30                     2hrs                                              10hrs                                                                                

from $1 300 (import, 128GB, R13 000) / razerzone.com

It’s a hard life, being a gamer. 

Sure, you can play PC or console-

quality titles at home and enjoy 

more casual games on the move, 

but what if you want to combine 

the two? You’re stuck. Or at least 

you were until now. Razer’s Edge 

Pro crams powerful gaming 

PC-level tech into a tablet body, 

making possible the dream of 

console quality on the go. The 

headline features are an Intel Core 

i7 processor, Nvidia GT 640M 

graphics and 8GB of RAM, all 

running on Windows 8 – the sort 

of specs most gamers would be 

happy enough to have in their 

desktop PC, never mind a tablet. 

The result is a device that’s 

as comfortable running power-

hungry offerings such as Bioshock 

Infinite and Dishonored as it is 

touchscreen titles Cut The Rope 

and Jetpack Joyride. And while its 

tablet form makes it portable, the 

Razer Edge Pro also doubles up as 

a games console of sorts, thanks 

to its HDMI-enabled dock (sold 

separately) which, when combined 

with Steam’s Big Picture mode, 

enables you to play your games 

on a TV using a controller. 

So the Razer Edge Pro basically 

wants to replace your tablet, PC 

and games console in one fell 

swoop. Lofty ambitions, but does 

it have the quality to succeed?

The Razer Edge Pro plays it all from Temple Run to Tomb Raider. 
Stuff finds out if it really is a one-stop gaming shop
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3

4

NOW 
ADD 
THIS

THE MANY 
FACES OF THE 
RAZER EDGE

5 Controller Razer’s Gamepad is 

a hefty beast, taking the overall 

weight of the device to 2kg. The 

right control stick is awkwardly 

positioned above the buttons, too. 

And it costs $250 (R2 600). So, 

the Edge Pro’s too pricey, with 

a rubbish battery and not as 

portable as we’d like: these 

compromises are mounting 

up rather quickly now.

4 Dock The best accessory to buy 

with the Razer Edge Pro is the 

Docking Station, which at $100 

(R1 025) is good value next to the 

Gamepad. The HDMI output 

means you can hook it up to a TV 

for sofa-bound gaming, and 

multiple ports mean you can go 

multiplayer by plugging in a couple 

of Xbox 360 controllers.

3 Battery You’ll be lucky to get just 

over an hour of Bioshock Infinite 

from the Edge Pro’s built-in battery. 

You’ll get between 4-6 hours of 

web browsing, but even that is half 

of what most Apple or Google 

tablets can manage. An external 

battery pack doubles that time, 

but it costs an extra $70 (R720). 

1 Screen In a world of 2560x1440 

monitors, PC gamers will likely find 

the Edge Pro’s 1366x768 resolution 

rather paltry. Even tableteers could 

be disappointed – both the Retina 

iPad and Surface Pro pack in more 

pixels. It’s not the sharpest then, 

but you’ll be limiting PC games to 

720p for best performance anyway.

If you can work around its 
flaws, the Razer Edge Pro 
genuinely could be the only 
computer you ever need…

��Tablet
The Razer Edge Pro does all 
the things a Windows 8 tablet 
does – so that means almost 
endless multimedia on the 
move. And while most proper 
PC games are rubbish with a 
touchscreen, the Win8 store 
has lots of casual titles, from 
Fruit Ninja to Jetpack Joyride.

��Portable console
Connect either the official 
Gamepad or any USB game 
controller and you can play 
any PC game wherever you 
like. It’s overkill, perhaps, but 
Borderlands 2 trumps Angry 
Birds on the commute to work.

��Home games console
Combine the Docking Station 
with your TV, an Xbox 360 
controller and Steam’s Big 
Picture Mode and you’ve got 
a cloud-connected console 
jam-packed with quality 
games. The Edge’s power is 
still an issue, though, so you’ll 
be running your games at 
720p no matter how many 
pixels your TV’s packing.

��PC
If you want to use the device 
as a PC for work, you can 
hook up a mouse and keyboard 
and get crazy with the word 
processor. It’s even fast 
enough for photo editing 
and video encoding and, 
as a Windows 8 device, isn’t 
short of software either.

Steam
Valve’s online 

marketplace is the 

best thing you can 

install on the Razer 

Edge Pro. Not only 

does it keep your 

games in one place, it 

frequently hosts free 

weekends, massive 

sales, and bundle 

deals that will have 

you vowing to never 

again spend R700 

on a console game.

Free /
steampowered.com

The Edge Pro spends lo
nger h

ooked 

up to
 a TV th

an out o
n th

e ro
ad

You defin
ite

ly need to
 be seated to

 

use th
e Edge Pro on public tra

nsport

The batte
ry

 dies so w
e can’t s

how 

off t
o th

e Candy Crush Saga players 

Lunch w
ith

 developers. B
ioshock is 

a hit, b
ut th

ey soon lose interest

                      28hrs     29hrs15                                  50hrs                                       80hrs

2 Power It’s easily the most 

powerful tablet out there, with an 

Nvidia graphics chip that will run 

Tomb Raider – but don’t expect to 

hit those ultra graphics settings. 

Realistically, low-to-mid at 720p 

is the limit for a smooth frame rate, 

but it’s still Tomb Raider and that’s 

downright awesome.
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Tech specs

STUFF SAYS

versus

Screen 10.1in/25.7cm, 

1366x768, multi-touch  

Processor Dual-core Intel 

Core i7 @ 1.9GHz (3.0GHz 

in turbo)  

Storage 128GB SSD 

RAM 8GB DDR3

Graphics Nvidia GT 640M 

LE (2GB), Intel HD4000 

(DX11)

OS Windows 8 

Battery 1hr 15mins 

(gaming)   

Camera 2MP (front)

Connectivity Wi-Fi, 

USB3.0, 3.5mm socket

Dimensions

278.5x178.9x19.5 mm, 

962g (tablet only)

A versatile games machine, 
but too hefty for easy 
on-the-go use
★★★��

RAZER EDGE PRO
vs ALIENWARE M14X vs 
MICROSOFT SURFACE PRO
The Razer Edge Pro is 

the most powerful tab 

available. We’re quite 

partial to an iPad 4 too, 

but even its most 

console-like titles are 

way short of Bioshock 

Infinite on the Razer. 

So would we buy an 

Edge Pro? No. It’s 

too expensive and 

ultimately makes too 

many compromises. 

Neither is the Microsoft 
Surface Pro the answer. 

OK, so it’s thinner, 

lighter and has a bigger 

10.6in/26.7cm full HD 

screen, but it also has 

less grunt than the 

Razer, with its use of 

Intel HD 4000 graphics 

counting against it for 

gaming. Instead, we’d 

go for a laptop such as 

the Alienware M14x. 

The entry-level model 

is less well specced in 

some areas than the 

Edge Pro; it has a Core i5 

processor and 6GB of 

RAM, rather than i7 and 

8GB. Crucially, though, 

it packs a slightly 

better Nvidia GeForce 

GT 650M video card, so 

you can crank up the 

graphics that little bit 

higher. It’s cheaper 

than the Edge Pro too 

(R15 000), so despite 

being a bit heavier, it’d 

be our choice for PC 

gaming on the go.
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 THERUN ON

TESTWINNER
Fitbit FlexNike FuelBand
BEST FOR… DATABEST FOR… SCREEN BEST FOR… SLEEP

Jawbone Up
Run it by us

For those of you who are as interested in 

fashion as fitness, the Up is the looker of 

the bunch. Its intelligent algorithm does 

a good job of tracking your steps and 

logging runs, and will even measure 

your sleep. Unlike the other two, it’s not 

Bluetooth-equipped. Instead, it uses an 

audio jack to plug into your phone for a 

quick sync, battery check and change 

of alarm time or idle vibration alerts; 

these little haptic nudges are ideal for 

reminding you to get up off the sofa.

Fit for purpose?

Step and run recording is as accurate as 

you could hope, but what really sets the 

Up apart is the depth of its sleep tracking. 

Not only does it measure your time with the 

sandman, it also wakes you up intelligently, 

so you rise more naturally and therefore 

more refreshed. Then there’s the brilliant 

power-nap mode, which clocks when you 

nod off, allowing you 45 minutes of shuteye 

so you awake alert. While connectivity 

could be better, the lack of Bluetooth does 

extend battery life to a solid ten days.

Run it by us

We’ve never seen so much tech crammed 

into such a small form. The Flex is a 

pill-sized sensor that slips into a comfy, 

rubberised wrist strap. It packs in – take 

a deep breath – Bluetooth 4.0 to feed your 

phone live tracking info, NFC to start the 

mobile app at a touch, an accelerometer, 

a week-long battery, a vibrating motor, 

and a five-light display. Phew. Plus it 

comes from market-leading step-counter 

Fitbit, with its ultra-accurate step-tracking 

algorithm. It’s also the cheapest of the lot.

Fit for purpose?

Live tracking your steps on your mobile as 

you walk will certainly make you feel good, 

and whether on your phone or a computer 

you can set goals for distance, steps or 

calories. Five white LEDs alert you – at a 

tap – to your progress in 20% increments. 

It’ll track your sleep and silently wake you 

up, too, although not as intelligently as the 

Jawbone. But in view of the price the only 

real complaint we have is that Android 

support is so far patchy at best. But it’s 

a cracking iPhone companion.

Run it by us

The trailblazer in wrist-worn step trackers 

is engineered to perfection, offering 

strength, comfort, looks and functionality. 

Plus its LED display will make you feel as if 

you’re in an ’80s-imagined future. Yup, it 

tells the time, too – who’d have thought 

that could be so handy? A row of coloured 

lights show your goal while the screen 

displays calories burned, steps taken and 

NikeFuel points attained. All this can also 

be tracked live on your Nike+ mobile app in 

tasty graph form.

Fit for purpose?

While it has been around the longest and 

the tech isn’t new to Nike, it still feels the 

easiest to fool. And while NikeFuel offers 

motivation via community competition we 

found real-world data such as steps and 

calories more rewarding. It’s easy to pull 

Nike+ Running app data into your profile, 

though it’s not as all-encompassing as the 

third-party app offerings of the other two. 

Bluetooth and live tracking work well but 

are iOS only and unless you really want a 

watch the extra cash just pays for the brand.

STUFF SAYS �����

Sharp, smart, wrist kit that’ll not only keep 
you active but also help you sleep better

Tech iOS/Android app ��Water resistant ��
10-day battery ��22g

Price R1 550 / jawbone.com / knrflatrock.co.za

STUFF SAYS �����

Great gadgets do come in small packages, 
and it’s even the cheapest of the bunch

Tech Bluetooth 4.0 ��iOS/Android app 

��Water resistant ��5-day battery ��14g

Price R1 250 / fitbit.com / myistore.co.za

STUFF SAYS�����

Engineered to perfection and a real looker, 
if it weren’t for the price it’d be perfect

Tech Bluetooth 4.0 ��iOS app ��Water 

resistant ��4-day battery ��27g

Price R2 000 (import) / store.nike.com

Walk further, get fitter and sleep better – this fitness tech 

can rebuild you while making a stylish addition to your wrist
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Fuel’s gold

Being more 
active earns you 

more NikeFuel, for 
which you’ll receive 
achievements and 
awards to keep you 

motivated

Appssistant

The Up doesn’t 
just watch from 

the sidelines – it also 
offers helpful advice. 
Not sleeping well? It’ll 
give you tips on diet 

to help you kip

Strapless

The brains of 
the Flex unit are 

removable, so you 
don’t have to use the 
strap. You could even 

pop it in your sock 
for cycle tracking
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CROWDSTORMING

Kickstarter carelessly turns your cash into capital, whereas 
the clever crowd work together to make great ideas real 

Give humans a superbrain called the 

internet, and they’ll use it to compile 

photos of otters that look like Benedict 

Cumberbatch. Well, not everyone. Craftier 

web-heads and tech companies have 

started using the interweb for smarter 

activities: ‘crowdstorming’ ideas and 

products. Thanks to its lack of geographical 

boundaries, crowdstorming is disrupting 

everything from car design to architecture. 

Now even pre-internet toymakers 

are having a crack: Lego’s pioneering, 

fan-powered ‘Cuusoo’ website already 

encourages amateur brick fiddlers to 

submit designs, but a recent Technic 

competition sent the world’s construction 

fanatics into an unrivalled frenzy. We 

popped over to Lego HQ in Billund, Denmark 

to see how crowdstorming works, from 

idea to shop-ready 4x4 truck… 
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1 THE IDEA
Lego’s Technic co-creation 

competition started with a 

simple brief: design a new 

body for its 4x4 Crawler 

(see shop.lego.com). More 

than 1000 entries flooded 

in, with members of the 

Cuusoo community voting 

for their favourite. Russian 

economist Egor Karshiev’s 

design ‘Boss’ was 

ultimately named the 

winner, with one super-

fan exclaiming “I so want 

to get this!” So where did 

Egor’s inspiration come 

from? “I found pictures of 

US muscle cars from the 

’60s and ’70s,” he says. 

“These inspired me and 

created the basis for my 

winning design.” Or he 

might have just played 

MotorStorm a few times.

2 PROTOTYPING
Lego bricksmiths began 

experimenting with Egor’s 

design, using hand-drawn 

sketches and an advanced 

version of the Lego Digital 

Designer 4.3 software 

(which you can download 

at ldd.lego.com). Playing 

around with the 400+ 

Technic elements was 

equally important. In fact, 

Lego senior designer 

Markus Kossmann says 

he can spend weeks 

building a model. “Technic 

models are designed to be 

realistic, so we have to test 

lots of real-life vehicles to 

ensure our models have 

the right characteristics.” 

This might include 

anything from a Ferrari 

Enzo to a 60-tonne mobile 

crane. Poor thing.

3 THE TEST-DRIVE
Just like their giant road-

legal cousins, Lego Technic 

vehicles need to pass a 

rigorous test drive. The 

4x4 Crawler had to endure 

a tough off-road course 

of man-made obstacles 

designed to test ground 

clearance, suspension 

articulation and traction. 

Fans were then invited to 

Lego HQ for the test build 

– and criticisms about 

ease of construction and 

durability welcomed. If any 

changes were needed, the 

set was reconstructed 

and the 4x4 tested again 

from scratch.

4 THE PRODUCTION 
LINE
With the final design 

tweaked and ready, 

production started on 

20,000 sets of Egor’s 

winning design (now 

known as product 

#41999). Lego HQ’s 

production line is equal 

to the challenge – in 2012, 

its machines rolled out 

500 million rubber tyres, 

making it the world’s 

largest tyre manufacturer. 

In total, over 5.2 million 

elements are moulded by 

Lego every hour, topping 

up the 650 billion that 

already exist in the world. 

5 FINISHING 
TOUCHES
Lego Technic sets are 

complex beasts and so is 

their boxing process. Flat 

cardboard sections join a 

conveyor belt and are then 

machine-assembled into 

boxes before being filled 

(by human hands) with 

pre-sealed bags of Lego 

bits, bobs, tyres and 

manuals. Egor’s completed 

sets went through just 

that process before being 

transported to a top secret 

warehouse in the Czech 

Republic, ready to be 

posted to buyers across 

Europe. Quite a journey for 

a set that started in the 

brain of a Russian economist. 

If you want one – a Lego 

#41999, not an Egor – it’ll 

be around by 1 August, 

priced at the joint-Xmas-

birthday-present price of 

about R2 000.

IN THE EYE OF A 
CROWDSTORM – 
THE MAKING OF 
LEGO’S CROWD-
POWERED 
CRAWLER…
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CROWDSTORMING

THE ACCESSORIES 
COLLECTIVE
Quirky
A hub for designing solutions 

to First World problems. 

Quirky lets users submit 

inventions which are rated by 

peers and, if good enough, 

manufactured. You even get a 

cut of the sale price. For every 

heated butter knife, there are 

success stories such as the 

Petal Drops (below).

quirky.com

BIG BOY’S LEGO
Local Motors 
The car you see above is a bit special. Not just 
because the Rally Fighter is a 430hp, rear-
wheel-drive, long-travel snarler, but also 
because it’s the creation of a 30,000-strong 
group of designers and engineers from around 

the world, collectively known as Local Motors. 
Art student Sangho Kim designed the swoopy 
glass-fibre body and bagged $10,000 for the 
privilege. The oily bits are a mixture of Ford and 
GM. There are now 60 Rally Fighters on the 
road, all hand-built by customers during a 
$100,000 all-inclusive build week in Arizona. 
localmotors.com

OPEN-SOURCE PLASTIC
Telka Labs
An initiative of Berkeley 

University, Telka Labs hopes 

to outfit underfunded science 

labs around the world with 

cheap, open-source 3D 

printed equipments. Scientific 

development is only as good 

as the gear you have and labs 

around the world can now 

download some pretty 

advanced kit. 

telkalabs.org

THE CLOUD ARCHITECT 
Cocontest 
Lack renovation inspiration? 

Frustrated by your flat being 

1m2 smaller than an Ikea 

suggested space? Get 

architects fighting to do it for 

you by launching a contest on 

this site. Upload images and 

floorplans – via the Magicplan 

app (Free, iOS), if you like – 

with your prize fee, and wait 

for Daniel Libeskind to call. 

cocontest.com

FANG tank 
(Winner, Darpa’s FANG 

challenge 2013)

Say hello to the world’s first 
crowdstormed tank. Or, 
so far, tank drivetrain. The 
winner of a challenge set 
up by US Defense agency 
DARPA, FANG was designed 
by a three-person team, 
who scooped a $1m prize. 
Next year $2m is on offer 
for the full tank design.

AirDrop
 

(Winner Dyson Award, 2011)

This nifty irrigator for 
drought-hit crops won 
James Dyson’s annual gong 
and is now being scaled up 
for mass production. It sucks 
air underground through a 
network of pipes, a process 
that creates condensed 
water for thirsty crops. This 
year’s award closes on 1 Aug.

Swyp
 

(Winner, BraunPrize Silver, 

2012)

Dating back to 1968, this 
competition for budding 
industrial designers eschews 
physics-ignoring renders in 
favour of practical, everyday 
products. SWYP (See What 
You Print) is a concept printer 
that could rid us of hulking 
office monstrosities. And 
office printers. Ha! 

And here are a few other 

competition-driven 

crowdstormed crackers…

NON-
COMPETITIVE
CROWDSTORMING
...LEADS TO NEW 
WAYS TO STICK 
IT TO THE MAN 
(AND SAVE, MAN)  

CHALLENGE 
ACCEPTED!
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R5 000 / huawei.com

Stuff spends ten days juggling Huawei’s 6.1in/15.4cm Android behemoth. 
Can our hands get to grips with the phablet giant?

HUAWEI ASCEND MATE
240 HOURS WITH THE

DAY 01
The instant I untangle the Ascend 

Mate from its cardboard confines, 

it’s clear I’m dealing with a Big 

Phone. Not ‘big’ like the existing 

smattering of phablets, over which 

my hands have extensively roamed 

with no complaints, but a new level 

of big. As in: “Will this 6in /15cm 

monster even fit in my pockets?”

Naturally, trouser compatibility 

is the first thing we test, but the 

jeans pockets handle the Mate’s 

copious mass admirably. We even 

managed a squat or two, without 

ripping any denim. Mind you, today 

is not a skinny jeans day.

Next we give the Mate our 

usual creak and flex test and, 

much to my surprise, it passes 

with flying colours. Considering 

its large dimensions but fairly 

svelte 9.9mm chassis, that’s 

impressive rigidity. In fact it makes 

a Samsung Galaxy Note II – which 

it undercuts by R2 500 – look 

more than a little toy-like. It’s 

reassuringly weighty but well 

balanced, with a grippy matte 

plastic back and rough-brushed 

metal sides. Good job too – 

these texture choices will save 

us from more than a few phone-

pavement interface adventures 

in the week to come. 

It’s time to release the Kraken, 

aka to power it on. Immediately, 

We feel a disturbance in the 

Android force. Something isn’t 

right. And then we realise: there’s 

no app menu button. Huawei is so 

giddy about the Mate’s big screen, 

it thinks you can just keep all your 

apps on the various homescreens. 

We create a few folders to keep 

things tidy, but what we’d really 

like is the option for an app drawer. 

No matter – a quick trip to the 

Play Store turns up exactly what 

we’re after. Ah, the joys of Android.

After some more faffing around, 

we decide to see what else 

Huawei has crammed into the 

Mate’s spacious innards. A quick 

flick down from the status bar to 

bring up the settings and… You 

realise your thumb can’t reach the 

top of the phone. Have our 

phablet-friendly fingers finally 

met their match? A little shifting 

around, a precarious fingertip 

balance and boom, status bar 

down. Thumb: 1, Ascend Mate: 0.

After about ten minutes, 

though, we realise that in 

everyday use there’s no way the 

Ascend Mate will be comfy or 

stable enough for one-handed 

use. Let’s hope that huge screen 

gives enough tablet-aping eye joy 

to justify its shortcomings.

“The Mate makes the Galaxy Note II – which it 
undercuts by about R2 500 – look more than a 
little toy-like”
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Donut of Truth™

LO N G -T E R M  T E ST

STUFF SAYS

01

03

04

06

05

02

how to undo it. We put the Mate 

away in a drawer, hoping it will sort 

itself out on its own accord.

DAY 08
The music player’s Dolby presets are 

actually quite impressive and inject 

some much-needed freshness into 

my ageing track list. The big screen 

and speakers also make it ideal for 

sharing cat videos at the office. 

During lunchbreak of course. 

Battery life remains surprisingly 

good – you comfortably get a day’s 

use out of it.

DAY 09
We foolishly try to hammer out a 

quick text while power-walking to 

the car and nearly shatter the 

phone on an unforgiving Sandton 

pavement. If it wasn’t for the 

grippy casing, this long-term test 

would have ended prematurely. It’s 

official: our previously undefeated 

hands, which handled the Note II 

and S4 with no problems, have at 

last met their smartphone match.

DAY 10
We’re still not sure what to think 

of the Mate. It’s more freakishly 

large smartphone than tablet, and 

heavily marred by performance 

issues. We miss bashing out 

emails and browsing Reddit with 

one hand. We think we’ve finally 

found a phone that’s just too big.

DAY 02
The Mate’s 720p screen might not 

pack the pixel density of the HTC 

One, Xperia Z or Galaxy S4, but it’s 

plenty sharp. It’s also bright, with 

superb viewing angles and we soon 

find we can read full-fat webpages 

and ebooks on it with ease. Eyes are 

in heaven, and all without having to 

lug around a separate tablet.

DAY 03
We’re beginning to question 

whether or not the Mate really 

does have quad-core innards. It’s 

glitching, lagging and slowing down 

during basic tasks such as opening 

apps and multitasking. Very 

frustrating, and a big let down – 

especially for games such as 

Stuff-favourite Carmageddon, 

which should have been blistering 

on the big screen.  Hope firmware 

updates will cure it.

DAY 05
Our first phone call in a busy mall 

is an embarrassment. There’s 

nothing natural about holding a 

giant black slab to one’s face and 

you definitely get a few odd looks.

DAY 06
Some of the Ascend’s themes are 

crazy. We’ve just changed all of the 

principal icons to Japanese anime 

characters and we’re not quite sure 

Screen 6.1in/15.4cm 

IPS+ LCD, 1280x720, 

241ppi

CPU Quad-core 

Huawei K3V2 

@ 1.5GHz

OS Android v4.1 

(Jelly Bean)

RAM 2GB

Storage 8GB (+ up to 

32GB microSD)

Camera 8 MP, 

1080p@30fps (rear); 

1 MP, 720p@30fps 

(front)

Connectivity Wi-Fi 

(a/b/g/n), Bluetooth 

4.0, 3.5mm socket

Battery up to 24hrs 

(talktime, claimed)

Dimensions 

163.5x85.7x9.9mm, 

198g

01 Beautifully bright, big 
display…
02 …yet surprisingly good 
battery life
03 Excellent build quality 
for the price

04 One-handed use is an 
impossible dream for most
05 Disappointingly glitchy 
and slow performance
06 It’s bigger than my face. 
No, really, it is

We love its bright 
screen and bargain 
price tag, but the 
Mate is too big 
and too glitchy 
for everyday use
★★★��
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Shiny icons and intuitive interfaces are all 

well and good but you can’t do proper 

computing on an iPad-sized tablet, right? 

Wrong, wrong, wrong. Windows 8 has 

arrived, bringing with it both point-and-

click desktop and touch-friendly Metro 

interface modes, thereby ushering in an era 

in which you can do the important stuff and 

fling around angry birds, no matter where 

you are. The first batch of portable Win 8 

tablets out of the blocks can run any 

software you like, offer endless input/

output possibilities and keep going ’til 

bedtime thanks to power-saving Atom 

chips. Well, that’s what the marketing bumf 

says; whether any of them really manage 

to squeeze the power of a desktop into a 

slim, 10in/25.4cm rectangle remains to be 

seen. So that’s what we’ve set out to 

discover. Read on and find out with us.

TRANSFORMERS
PC gaming. Proper Photoshop. Grown-up Word. A new generation 
of Windows 8 hybrids promise desktop skills in a slim tablet form

OF THE 
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�
 Latitude 10

�
 X

PS 10

Gadget percolator®

Here’s how we narrowed down the tablet field to settle on our chosen few

3

2

1

Size We want iPad rivals: slim tabs with screens between 9in/22.9cm and 12in/30/5cm

OS We need desktop apps, which means Windows 8: no iOS, Android or Windows RT   

Battery life Must last the day like an iPad. That rules out Intel Core processor tabs

KEY
1

2

3
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What a Win 8 hybrid 
needs to get right to 
earn a spot in our bag

ERGONOMICS 
There’s a sea of Windows 8 
hybrids out there, so you’ll 
need to keep your eyes 
peeled when wading through 
it. Your perfect fit might be a 
tab with a dockable keyboard 
or a mini-Ultrabook upstart 
with a rotating hinge. Maybe 
a sliding screen is more your 
thing. Whatever you choose, 
make sure accessories are 
compact and sturdy too.  

SCREEN
A tablet is 95% screen, so it’s 
a serious deal-breaker when 
things don’t look so pretty 
on it. Always demand that it’s 
sharp and bright with great 
contrast, and that it’s highly 
responsive to the touch. 

PERFORMANCE 
AND BATTERY
All the Win 8 devices here 
run on Intel’s low-power 
Atom processors. So while 
they lack the muscle of 
‘proper’ Core PCs, they enjoy 
better battery life. Our 
minimum requirement is that 
they navigate the finger-
optimised ‘Metro’ side of Win 
8 without stutter and are 
able to play movies and 
music and browse the web 
smoothly. But we’re also 
interested in how they cope 
when we throw video editing, 
games and multi-window 
multi-tasking at them. 

CONNECTIONS
Can you use your Wi-Fi to 
piggyback on your mobile’s 
4G or would you like it built 
in? Is a USB port crucial for 
working on the fly or will the 
cloud do? Connectivity 
shouldn’t be an afterthought 
– make sure your tab works 
with the kit you need it to.

THE VITALS 

� HP Envy X2
The sell The Envy X2 looks well 

placed to take on full-sized 

laptops, rocking a detachable 

11.6in/29.5cm screen, rather large 

keyboard dock, 64GB of storage 

and a brushed aluminium finish. 

Add in next-gen tricks such as 

NFC and we may have a winner.

� Acer Iconia W510
The sell This Iconia tablet acts like 

netbooks never died, with a 

compact 10in/25.4cm form, 720p 

screen and a low price tag. And if 

that’s not enough to win us over, a 

battery-filled keyboard dock 

that’s light enough to take out 

with us might just do the trick.

� Lenovo ThinkPad 
Tablet 2
The sell The only tab here that 

runs the specced-up Win 8 Pro OS 

says docks don’t have to have all 

the connectivity fun: this business-

minded tab packs ports into every 

millimetre of its crafted edges and 

has tasty specs on the inside too.

��Asus VivoTab Smart 
The sell Windows 8 meets the 

Transformer series as Asus takes 

its expertise at Android hybrids and 

slaps a ‘VivoTab’ sticker on it. A 

10.1in/25.6cm HD screen and Atom 

heart plus a nifty magnetic cover 

and Bluetooth keyboard complete a 

set-up with plenty of potential. 

� HP ElitePad 900
HP’s other Windows 8 tablet is 

another dockable, Atom affair, 

but with a screen that’s 1.5in/

3.8cm smaller than that of the 

Envy X2. Sounds good, but it’s 

really aimed at business users. 

� Lenovo IdeaTab Lynx
The ThinkPad 2’s more affordable 

little brother has a dock that 

adds power rather than just 

connecting via Bluetooth. Sadly, 

it wasn’t available in SA at 

the time of going to press.

� Dell Latitude 10
A nicely priced slate with a 

connection-heavy productivity 

dock, this Dell has Win 8 smarts 

and optional 3G but is another 

that puts business firmly before 

gaming and entertainment.

What we tested

And what didn’t make it in
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If you’re looking for a hybrid 

tablet that gets the basics right, 

the W510 is a fine choice. It 

might not make the best first 

impression, but it soon wins you 

over, with bags of connections, 

speedy performance and great 

battery life. Everything, in fact, is 

simple and accessible – the tablet 

clicks into the keyboard dock 

adding battery and a USB port, 

and it’s well priced for the pair.  

With a faux-metallic and white 

plastic finish, the W510 isn’t as 

easy on the eye as the soft-touch 

Asus or imposing Lenovo, though, 

and there are other flaws in its 

design. While both bits of it are 

relatively light, it’s annoyingly top-

heavy as a hybrid, with a keyboard 

dock that just doesn’t feel as solid 

as the tablet part. We do like its 

ability to rotate on its hinge, though, 

and the 10.1in/25.6cm screen itself 

is a crisp 1366x768 effort. 

When it comes to flexing some 

tablet muscle, you’ll eke out a fair 

bit from its Atom brain. It handles 

basic Photoshop fixes, video 

streaming and navigating around 

full-fat software more smoothly 

than most of the others here, and 

it uses its battery well too: as a 

standalone slate it’ll last you the 

day, and with the keyboard 

docked, it’ll go overnight too.

So while the Acer won’t do 

everything your desktop PC can 

do, it’s a tidy on-the-go tablet 

that comes into its own as a duo. 

Some things are better in pairs – 
and the W510 is one of them

� ACER ICONIA W510 R10�000 (INCL. DOCK) �����

ERGONOMICS
Your flexible friend
The Acer is the neatest 

and most compact of the 

bunch. The keyboard is 

a bit cramped but still 

usable – about the same 

size as that on a netbook 

– and the hinge swings 

round 295°, turning it into 

a useful bedtime stand. 

����������

SCREEN
Contrast fortunes
At the same 1366x768 

resolution as the rest, the 

W510 has a fairly crisp 

display; as sharp as you’ll 

get on a W8 tab this size. 

Contrast is great, so 

whites really pop, but 

colours in Xbox Video 

can look overcooked. 

����������

PERFORMANCE
It got (some) game
The W510 is impressively 

hiccup-free. It handles 

almost all you can throw 

at it, including casual 

games such as Hotline 

Miami, with ease – 

although modern FPSs 

(any many older 3D titles 

such as WoW) are out. 

����������

CONNECTIONS 
A question of ports
As a standalone tablet 

you’ll miss the USB2.0 

port, but as a pair the 

W510 and keyboard dock 

have you covered – with 

microUSB and microHDMI, 

too. Of course a full-sized 

SD card slot would have 

been nice… 

����������

2

1 The rotating hinge is 
genuinely useful if you’re 
using the W510 outdoors, 
enabling you to choose 
the best angle to avoid 
glare and reflections.

2 There’s just 32GB of 
storage to play with, the 
lowest here, so you’d best 
slot in a microSD card 
sharpish. Fortunately, a 
32GB card only costs R220.

1

S U P E R T E ST  W I N D O W S  8  TA B L E T S
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Asus may have kickstarted the 

hybrid trend with the Eee Pad 

Transformer, but it’s the VivoTab 

Smart that feels most like a 

traditional slate here. It’s one of 

the lightest, alongside the Acer, 

and is the only device that doesn’t 

physically dock into a keyboard. 

Fortunately, Asus has packed a 

lot of tech into this R7 000 tab. 

You get a generous 64GB worth 

of storage (plus 32GB free Asus 

WebStorage thrown in), a superb 

10.1in/25.6cm 720p display and 

the same battery-friendly Intel 

Atom processor found in its rivals. 

The VivoTab is also the most 

comfortable to hold as a tablet, 

with curved edges and a matte 

plastic back that, while a little 

creakier than we’ve come to 

expect, no doubt helps to keep 

the price low. 

If the limits of the iPad’s closed 

ecosystem leave you frustrated, 

the VivoTab is a great alternative. 

For movies and music on the go, 

without the iTunes ball and chain, 

we love it. Its performance at ‘real’ 

computing tasks is shown up by 

the others, but in an emergency 

you’ll be safe in the knowledge the 

VivoTab can handle word and basic 

image editing on the fly. The lack 

of a full USB port is a bit of a killer, 

though, as you’ll rack up more 

situations where, tablet in hand, 

you’ll wish for a real computer. So, 

as a tablet it rocks, but as a hybrid 

it falls a little short.

ERGONOMICS
Stop the docks 
The Asus has to make do 

with the magnetically 

attached Bluetooth 

TransBoard where the 

others have lap-friendly 

docking keyboards. That 

means no extra ports or 

battery life. The cover/

stand is nice though.

����������

SCREEN
Natural beauty
For movie connoisseurs 

who like actors to look 

natural rather than 

perma-tanned, the Asus 

is a good bet. Its 16:9 

screen is sharp and 

accurate, with impressive 

viewing angles. It’s not 

the brightest though. 

����������

PERFORMANCE
Slow but steady
By no means a shirker for 

everyday multi-tasking 

and web browsing, the 

Asus does wimp out a bit 

when running PC games 

such as FTL: Faster Than 

Light. That capacitive 

Windows home button is 

a little sluggish, too.  

����������

CONNECTIONS
Size is everything
By tablet standards, the 

VivoTab is well equipped, 

with a microUSB 

(doubling as microHDMI) 

port, a microSD slot and 

NFC. But the lack of full-

size USB ports makes 

accomplishing proper PC 

tasks a bit of a pain. 

����������

This is a multimedia monster 
dressed in tablet clothing

��ASUS VIVOTAB SMART R7�000 (+R820 FOR DOCK) �����

2

1

1 The VivoTab’s battery 
will last the day, but when 
it’s dead, it’s dead: there’s 
no dock to charge it and 
no way to swap in a spare. 
So charge before you go.

2 The 8MP rear camera 
and 2MP front-facer both 
take good stills and video, 
which you can then tweak 
at full size without relying 
on limited apps.

S U P E R T E ST  W I N D O W S  8  TA B L E T S



76

ERGONOMICS 
Oh you pretty thing
The Tablet 2 is one of the most 

attractive Windows 8 tabs yet, 

standing out from identikit slates 

with a black, blocky build and a 

curved left-hand edge to hide 

the digitiser. At 580g, it’s lighter 

than the iPad 4, and with all of 

the ports on the tablet part you 

can get along fine without the 

keyboard/cover. Well, unless 

you’re doing any typing. The 

keyboard is a mixed bag: it slots 

together with the Tablet part, but 

only connects via Bluetooth, and 

it lacks the flexibility of the Acer’s. 

There’s also no trackpad – just 

an optical trackpoint – but that at 

least leaves space for roomy keys 

that are a pleasure to type on.

����������

PERFORMANCE
A real do-it-all 
Comparing dual-core Atom 

devices to the likes of full-

sized Core i5 Ultrabooks will 

always leave the tabs trailing 

in the dirt. But of the four on 

test, the Tab 2 did the best 

job of masquerading as a 

fully fledged portable PC. 

From creating documents 

in Office and sharing them 

via SkyDrive or Dropbox to 

installing and (patiently) 

playing half our Steam 

catalogue, the Lenovo found 

the power in its Intel guts to 

keep going when the others 

faltered. This is a great tablet 

for snap-happy types, as you 

can grab photos straight 

from your SD card with an 

SD-to-USB adapter, then 

organise and edit them 

with Adobe Bridge and 

Photoshop. You’ll need to be 

patient with big files, but with 

an update installed you can 

even work on RAW images.

The digitiser is helpful for 

accuracy when using the 

pen tool, and because 

desktop versions of the likes 

of Spotify aren’t designed 

for touchscreens, the stylus 

comes in handy more 

regularly than you’d expect. 

����������

For a device that’s supposed to 

be all about compromise, the 

Lenovo stands its ground like 

Dwayne Johnson in a tsunami. It’s 

sturdy, with a rectangular shape 

that has a hint of the Microsoft 

Surface about it, and although 

the plastic flexes a little, it feels as 

if it’ll survive a fairly hefty knock. 

Battery life is decent, lagging 

slightly behind the excellent Acer 

and HP, but still giving you enough 

juice to stretch to a day’s video, 

email and web browsing. And 

impressively, that’s despite the 

fact that Lenovo has pumped up 

the brightness on the Tablet 2’s 

brilliant 10.1in/25.6cm screen. 

It’s also despite the fact that its 

keyboard dock is of the Bluetooth 

variety, so there’s no extra juice 

coming from that direction. At 

least it physically docks to the 

tablet part, giving it a clear 

advantage over the Asus.

Don’t let the fact that the Tablet 

2 warms up when it’s overworked 

(or when charging) worry you, as 

a stutter or two aside it’s the 

most capable device here. 

Browsing the web is a breeze and 

true multi-tasking with resizeable 

windows in the desktop mode is 

handled without a problem. It also 

packs in plenty of connectivity 

options – including a SIM card slot 

– and has two decent cameras on 

board. Add in the digitiser pen and 

you’ve got more than enough 

ways to use it on the go. 

Like squeezing a proper PC 
into a sexy tablet rectangle

� LENOVO THINKPAD TABLET 2 R9�500 (+R1�500 FOR DOCK) �����

TEST

WINNER

S U P E R T E ST  W I N D O W S  8  TA B L E T S
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Windows 8 
got game
What most excites us 
about Windows 8 tabs 
is what they mean for 
portable Steam gaming. 
Tomb Raider’s not going to 
work, but awesome, less 
demanding casual crackers 
such as Hotline Miami and 
Deadlight will, and neither of 
those are on iOS or Android.

SCREEN
Bright young thing
The Asus just steals the 

crown on colour accuracy, 

but the Tablet 2’s screen is 

the brightest here by a mile, 

making it great for outdoor 

working. Its punchy, too, with 

top-notch contrast. It’s a 

fingerprint magnet, though.  

����������

CONNECTIONS 
SIM city
All the ports you need are on 

the Tablet 2 itself, although 

USB hard disks need their 

own power source. It also 

has microUSB for charging, 

mini HDMI and a microSD slot. 

The ace up its sleeve? A SIM 

slot for 3G or 4G on the move.  

����������

2

1

1 Pressing hard with the 
digitiser doesn’t mimic 
your fingers, annoyingly, 
but you can use the 
button as a right click or 
to take a screen grab. 

2 We’d always go for the 
Tablet 2’s physical home 
button over the capacitive 
variety seen on some 
rivals. You’ll use it plenty, 
saving precious seconds.

S U P E R T E ST  W I N D O W S  8  TA B L E T S
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Less anti-iPad, more shrunken 

down MacBook Pro, the Envy X2 

has taken the larger route, with 

an 11.6in/29.5cm screen, almost 

full-sized keyboard dock and an 

eye-watering price tag. 

Brushed aluminium is a big 

bonus and the HP puts the rest of 

the tablets on test to shame for 

premium weight and feel. Boot it 

up, though, and there’s an awful 

lot of space being wasted with 

those big bezels. Plus, as a tablet 

it feels light enough, but it’s too 

unwieldy to comfortably hold 

with one hand while prodding 

with the other. 

It might be bigger but it’s not 

beefier: performance is adequate, 

sure, but the HP’s dual-core Atom 

innards make you wait for even 

the cursor to appear from time to 

time. Though not a deal-breaker, 

the 8MP rear camera takes pretty 

poor snaps indoors, too. 

The HP has two main things 

going for it. The first is superb 

battery life, both as a standalone 

tab that’ll last you the day and a 

hybrid that might make it through 

a weekend. Secondly, it has a 

plethora of connections, meaning 

you can hook up your X2 to the 

telly with the full HDMI port and 

control it from your smartphone 

with HP’s Remote app. 

So it’s not without its positives, 

but unless the bigger screen and 

keys are a must, the X2 is far too 

expensive to recommend. 

ERGONOMICS
Keys to your heart
The Envy X2’s dock has a 

full-sized keyboard with a 

great, textured trackpad 

that supports two-finger 

scrolling. The dock’s hinge 

juts downwards, making 

for a raised typing angle 

on flat surfaces, but sore 

knees when on your lap.

����������

SCREEN
A stretch too far
The screen is no stunner, 

stretching the standard 

1366x768 resolution over 

a larger 11.6in/29.5cm 

display. Text can look fuzzy 

in Win 8 at the best of 

times, and the X2 doesn’t 

help. Colours are vibrant 

and viewing angles are OK. 

����������

PERFORMANCE
Softly does it
There’s not much in it, but 

the HP trails the Lenovo 

and Acer in use, with a 

few crashes plus issues 

connecting to the Win 8 

Store. Give it something 

gentle such as indie 

platformer Limbo, though, 

and it works a treat.

����������

CONNECTIONS 
The wrong place
Two USB2.0s, an SDXC 

card slot and full-sized 

HDMI port: so far, so 

excellent. Our main 

concern is that they’re all 

on the keyboard dock, 

with just a microSD slot 

on the tab – not great if 

you want to travel light.

����������

It looks like a laptop, it feels 
like a laptop. It’s not a laptop

��HP ENVY X2 R11 �000 (INCL. DOCK) �����

1 NFC might seem an odd 
addition for a hybrid 
tablet, but HP is bringing 
out a mouse accessory 
that pairs via a simple tap 
of the X2’s screen. Neat.

2 The X2 has some 
baffling design touches: the 
power and volume sit on 
the back and there are two 
headphone jacks as one 
is covered when docked. 
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THE WINNER IS... 
Lenovo ThinkPad Tablet 2

01 Microsoft Wedge 
Touch Mouse 
This mini Bluetooth mouse is 

seriously handy if you’re using the 

Tablet 2 on a flat surface. Flick and 

swipe it to scroll around Win 8. 

R600 / dionwired.co.za

02 Lenovo ThinkPad 
Tablet 2 Sleeve
Shield your ThinkPad combo from 

life’s nasties with this leather cover. 

They had us at the red stitching. 

R640 / lenovo.co.za 

03 Verbatim USB SD 
card reader 
Stick this into the Tablet 2’s USB 

port for easy photo loadage. 

R111 / verbatim.com

+ Now add these

The Lenovo is the best of a 

surprisingly good lot. In fact, our 

time with these Windows 8 

tablets was a bit of a revelation. 

None are perfect, and Atom’s 

limitations are as easy to spot as 

a chunky toddler hiding behind a 

Jake Dyson lamp, but if you nudge 

any of these machines down the 

path of proper computing (writing 

documents, image and video 

editing, casual gaming) you’ll be 

pleasantly surprised. Sure, you’ll 

have to be patient, and such 

desktop software won’t always 

look as pretty as full-screen, 

iPad-style apps do, but if you 

want finger-friendly fare, Windows 

Metro’s apps are but a button 

press away. The versatility of 

these tablets is truly amazing.

As for our winner, it’s a sexy 

slab which puts in the best 

performance and even comes in 

at a reasonable price – bearing in 

mind that a 64GB 4G iPad 4 is 

R7 800. The digitiser pen makes 

good sense with Windows 8 

desktop mode, the keyboard 

accessory is a joy to type on 

and the Tablet 2 itself has ports 

aplenty. In fact, everybody’s 

invited to the ThinkPad party, 

leaving the iPad out in the cold 

with only its adpator minions for 

company. The bar for any slate 

trotting through our doors is now 

far higher. Jump, gadgets, jump.

S U P E R T E ST  W I N D O W S  8  TA B L E T S
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DimensionsConnectivityCPU Battery (hrs)StorageDisplay

HP Envy X2  �����
The hefty HP has an 11.6in screen and brushed-aluminium 
body, but its innards aren’t so beefy, so it falls short here.
R11 000 / hp.com/za

Asus VivoTab Smart  �����
The VivoTab’s lack of a proper dockable keyboard counts 
against it, but as a tablet alone it’s one of the best Win 8 efforts.
R7 000 (excl dock) / za.asus.com

Acer Iconia W510  �����
More than the sum of its parts, the W510 teams a capable 
tablet with an excellent keyboard dock for an impressive whole.
R10 000 / acer.co.za

Lenovo ThinkPad Tablet 2  �����
The days of underpowered tablet compromises are over: the 
Tablet 2 is the portable touchscreen PC we’ve been waiting for.
R9 500 / lenovo.co.za

303x206x 
19mm; 1.41kg 

(inc dock)

7 (claimed; 
14 with 

keyboard 
dock) 

USB2.0 (x2), 
SD card, 

HDMI, NFC, 
Bluetooth 4.0

64GB SSD

Intel Atom 
Z2760 dual-

core @ 
1.8GHz

11.6in/29.5cm, 
1366x768 

LED-backlit 
IPS

262x171x 
14.7mm; 

870g (inc 
dock)

9.5 (claimed)

microUSB, 
microHDMI, 

NFC, 
microSD, 

Bluetooth 4.0

64GB + 32GB 
free Asus 

WebStorage

Intel Atom 
Z2760 dual-

core @ 
1.8GHz

10.1in/25.6cm, 
1366x768 
720p IPS 

258x167x 
18.7mm; 

1.26kg (inc 
dock)

9 (claimed; 
18 with 

keyboard 
dock)

USB2.0, 
microUSB, 

microHDMI, 
microSD, 

Bluetooth

32GB SSD

Intel Atom 
Z2760 dual-

core @ 
1.5GHz

10.1in/25.6cm, 
1366x768 TFT 

IPS, LED

262x164x 
19.3mm; 

938kg (inc 
dock)

10 (claimed)

USB2.0, 
microUSB, 
mini HDMI, 
microSD, 

Bluetooth 4.0

64GB SSD

Intel Atom 
Z2760 dual-

core @ 
1.8GHz

10.1in/25.6cm, 
1366x768 IPS, 
LED backlight

CONNECTIONS

We left Windows 8 hybrids 
with Core processors out of 
this test on account of their 
shorter battery lives, extra 
weight and bigger price tags. 
But that hasn’t stopped us 
getting giddy about the 
imminent arrival of the 
Microsoft Surface Pro and 
Asus Transformer Book. 
These true tablet PCs will no 
doubt justify the extra zeros 
on their price tags with raw 
performance, while gadget 
laws decree that their 
successors will be faster, 
slimmer and cheaper too. 
In fact, when Intel’s Core 
‘Haswell’ processors come 
out later this year, we should 
see devices almost as small 
as those tested packing 
Ultrabook-level capabilities. 
Perhaps even an Apple 
MacPad. Exciting times.

SCREENERGONOMICS

PERFORMANCE

WHAT’S NEXT?
10 9 8 7 6  5 4 3 2  1 

THE SUMMARY � Acer Iconia W510 � Asus VivoTab Smart 
� Lenovo ThinkPad Tablet 2 � HP Envy X2

TECH
RATER

10 9 8 7 6  5 4 3 2  1 

10 9 8 7 6  5 4 3 2  1 10 9 8 7 6  5 4 3 2  1 
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1st
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4th
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BLACKBERRY 
Q10 SMARTPHONES
TO THE VALUE OF R8�999
Th e power of BlackBerry 10 with �  BlackBerry Balance technology, which elegantly 

a classic BlackBerry keyboard separates and secures work applications and data 
from personal content and lets you instantly switch 
between your personal and professional profi le for 

Built with precision and off ering premium performance 
in a timeless design, the BlackBerry®

easy access to work apps and data.
 Q10 smartphone 

�  BBM (BlackBerry Messenger), which lets you 
combines BlackBerry’s best physical keyboard and harness the power of collaboration and exchange 
a touch screen with the power of the BlackBerry 10 ideas in an instant. BBM in BlackBerry 10 includes 
platform to help you communicate and collaborate voice calling and video chat, and lets you share your 
faster and more effi  ciently. Th e BlackBerry Q10 includes screen with another BlackBerry 10 contact.
advanced hardware, communications and multimedia 

�  BlackBerry Remember, which helps you tackle 
features, and provides long battery life that lets you tasks quickly with a new way to collect, organize 
confi dently stay ahead and take action all day long. and action all the information sitting in diff erent 

places across your smartphone.
Th e re-designed, re-engineered and re-invented 
BlackBerry 10 platform off ers a powerful and unique 
new mobile computing experience. It gives you a faster 
and smarter experience that continuously adapts to To enter SMS 
your needs. Every feature, every gesture, and every 
detail is designed to keep you moving forward towards 
your goal and includes advancements such as:

Q10 to 35975
�  Th e ever-present BlackBerry Hub, which  brings all (SMS costs R1.50) 

your conversations together in one easy to manage Free minuters do not apply. Errors billed.

place that you can access at any time from any app Readers must include their names and surnames, email 
with a simple “peek”, so you’re always only one addresses and postal addresses. Valid from July 22nd to 
swipe away from what matters to you. August 23rd.  Terms and Conditions page 100.
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DESIGN

�nversation 
Yes, it is beautiful. 
But what does it  
do? And why is it  
shaped like that?

�	
rs

INVERSE 
ILLUMINATION

OREGON SCIENTIFIC  
ILLUMI AMBIENCE

The Illumi stands boldly against the  
natural order of things. Earth’s first ever 

light source, the Sun, is a bright  
point surrounded by nothing. Subsequent 

human light tech, such as candles and 
lightbulbs, ditto. The Illumi, however, is  

a hole – a nothing – surrounded by  
bright light. Further witchcraft, in that  

it can display countless hues and  
knows when and how to wake you up,  
only prove this is an abomination. But  

what a pretty and clever one.
R3 325 / mantality.co.za
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DESIGN

WIRELESS SPEAKER 
WITH A TWIST
i-BOX TWIST
Interestingly designed Bluetooth 
speakers are like Chappies these days. 
But ‘interestingly designed’ is a world 
apart from ‘well designed’. This 
24cm-long, soft-touch, 5hr-battery 
noisebox is one that you won’t be 
tripping over yourself to hide in a 
cupboard when the doorbell rings.  
The twist is not the twist, you see;  
the twist is that the Twist is incredibly 
well screwed together.
Rtba / wantitall.co.za
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DESIGN

KILLS AIR,
DROPS JAWS
AIROCIDE

Air purifiers belong to that class of product 
that, along with dehumidifiers and rat 
traps, do good work, but don’t look good. 
But this air purifier does look good, and yet 
still does good work – the NASA-approved 
tech inside doesn’t filter the air; it kills the 
bad things in the air. Hence the creepy 
name, but thoroughly uncreepy design. “Is 
that a new Dyson?” they’ll ask. “Good grief, 
no!” you’ll reply. “It’s way more expensive.” 
R21 000 / enviromall.co.za
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INVISIBLE LEASH 
HIPKEY
Out there somewhere is a disgruntled 
industrial designer who had their iPhone 
stolen at the gym. They humphed to their 
desk that day and set about designing an 
evil, hovering robot that would guard their 
belongings with lethal force. Reality slowly 
forced its inevitable killjoy influence on the 
design, until the product turned out to be 
an iOS app-assisted Bluetooth proximity 
alarm, customisable for distance or 
movement. It’ll emit a 90-decibel bleep if 
your phone, or anything it’s attached to, 
goes walkies. But sadly it can’t hover.
R1 500 / importitall.co.za
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DESIGN

A LIGHT LESS 
ORDINARY
OSRAM CUBY
It can take some convincing to bring 
expectations of the Cuby back down to 
reality: no, it’s not an infrared webcam… 
nor a motion sensor… nor a smart 
thingternet device. Actually, it’s a battery-
powered, USB-charged LED light. No, it 
doesn’t have some special bracket; the 
cutaway just lets you hook it on things, 
and its soft-touch finish makes it quite 
successfully clingy. Yes, it is a nice finish. 
And it costs just R300. Yes, really. No, you 
can’t have ours. We really like it.
R300 (each, import) / osram.com

Cameras
The digital camera 
zeitgeist saw new 
form factors, like this 
Fujifilm 4700 Zoom. 
Soon  people realised 
that human hands 
were still the same.

AV kit
Most DVD players and  
AV amps conform to a 
standard 44cm ‘rack 
size’ . Speakers and 
hi-fi amps,  however, 
are all sorts of 
shapely madness.

Tablets
Screen res, battery 
life and power will 
increase. But what 
next for slate forms? 
What will an iPad look 
like in 20 years? Will it 
be virtual? Probably.

Unicycles
Doomed by physics 
to remain a wheel  
above which sits the 
rider. Variables: wheel 
size and seat height. 
A bicycle, however, is 
wildly customisable.
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BETA 
YOURSELF
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Go vinyl. Spinning those 

plastic discs is still more fun 

than any modern alternative. 

Th at said, you could try Serato 

Scratch Live, which uses vinyl 

to control laptop software.

Go CD. Th ey’re halfway on the 

scale of fun-to-convenience: 

less hands-on than vinyl, less 

to carry, more sonic potential.

Go laptop. DJing with a laptop 

can look rather tedious but it’s 

the easiest option, with greater 

scope for including remixes and 

exclusive tracks in your set. 

Add a DJ controller to boost 

the performance aspect. 

Th ere’s more to DJing than just playing records, as anyone 
who’s got behind the decks will know. Stuff ’s resident DJ 
gives his top tips for dancefl oor devastation

Th ink in 4s. Most dance music 

uses a 4/4 time signature. Th at 

means there are four beats in 

every bar, with longer sections 

made up of 4, 8, 16, 32 or 64 bars.

Th ink ahead. If it’s not obvious 

to your ear when a new phrase or 

section is about to begin, try 

counting from the point at which 

something changes, such as 

the fi rst bass drum beat.

Learn to synchronise. Once 

you can pre-empt a new section, 

use this to time the point at which 

you trigger your incoming track 

so that it’s running in parallel.

Master transitions. With the 

new track synced and playing only 

in your headphones, bring it into the 

main mix with the crossfader. Fade 

right across to switch completely.

Keep it tight. Learn to recognise 

when one track is starting to drift 

out of time with the other, so that 

you can push the tempo up or 

down momentarily to re-sync it. 

Th is can take a lot of practice.

Work in your cans. When fi xing 

a tempo drift, tweak the track that 

is not currently in the mix heard by 

your audience, or fade it to your 

headphones before nudging it.

DJing
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LEVEL
UP WITH...

� THE VIDEO
DJ ANGELO
djangelo.co.uk
Th is is a great place to 
learn more advanced DJ 
skills, including basic 
scratching, beat juggling, 
fl ares, fades, cuts and 
chirps. Presented clearly 
and slowly, the videos 
here are easy to follow, 
demystifying the darker 
arts of turntablism. 
Essential viewing for 
anyone into hip-hop and 
breakbeat styles as well 
as genre-hopping DJs.

� THE SOFTWARE
ABLETON LIVE 9
from R1�100 / ableton.com
Producing your own 
tracks helps to get your 
name out there and 
makes a statement about 
your musical style. 
Ableton Live is ideal for 
DJs because of the way 
it detects tempos and 
synchronises everything 
so easily. It’s so versatile 
that it can double as 
your main DJ software, 
as used by many pros.

� THE SHOW
FRESH AND 
EUPHONIK 
3 August 2013, Vacca 
Matta, Montecasino
Grab your best mingling 
outfi t, business cards, 
sample tapes and head on 
to Montecasino for a night 
in support of Women’s 
Day. If you play your cards 
right, you might pick up 
some tips from DJ’s Fresh 
and Euphonik and perhaps 
even a support gig from 
other DJs in attendance. 

Cut, don’t boost. Generally, 

use equalisers or ‘kill switches’ 

to cut frequencies. Boosting 

bass, midrange or treble can 

unbalance volume levels and 

grate on the ears of your fans.

Keep your bass in check. 
One bassline and bass drum is 

usually more eff ective than two. 

Cut the bass on the incoming 

track, then when both tracks 

are faded 50/50, slam it back in 

and cut the bass from the other.

Let the music play. Th e same 

trick can avert key clashes 

where tracks would sound out of 

tune. Use the midrange cut too.

Add live gear. If you can sing 

or rap, do. If not, add a drum 

machine, synth, vocoder or FX 

unit to remix tunes live, adding 

a unique twist to your sets. 

Create a jingle. Let everyone 

know who’s on the decks: for 

instance you could use a 

speech synthesiser to say your 

name, add echo eff ects and put 

a wobbly noise over the top.

Mash it up. Collect a cappella 

versions of songs. Play them 

back-to-back with instrumental 

tracks until you fi nd a good 

match. Digital DJ gear will help 

you sync tempos and tunings.

Go bang! If a transition is going 

horribly wrong, use a big reverb 

or a sound eff ect to blast your 

current track into space, kill it, 

then quickly drop the next tune.

Cut the power. If you know you 

can’t beat-match your next 

tune, cut the power to your 

turntable (or simulate the 

eff ect with other gear), let it 

wind down to a halt and then 

fi re up the next track.

Loop the loop. Most digital 

DJ gear can loop a few bars 

indefi nitely – handy if your tune 

isn’t ready. Familiarise yourself 

with this for times of crisis.
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WORLD OF GOO

THOMAS WAS ALONE

92

THE 
PIONEER

HANDHELD
FAVE

Gaming historian and author Tristan Donovan explains 
why it’s time to give your tired trigger fi ngers and 
sequel-deadened mind a break from the mainstream

Together with retro-platformer Cave Story 

and the mind-bending Braid, World Of Goo 

kickstarted the indie boom. Created by two 

blokes on their laptops in various San 

Francisco coffee shops, Goo challenges 

players to build wobbly structures out of 

tar-like globules to reach a suction tube that 

will whisk you to the next level. Alas, squishy 

balls of slime are not ideal building materials 

and it takes just one misplaced dollop to bring 

your work crashing down like so many jellied 

Jenga blocks. Fantastically addictive too.

from R30 (PC, Mac, Wii, Linux, Android, iOS, 

BB10) / worldofgoo.com

It looks like a refugee from a 1980s Atari 

console, but this platform-puzzler defies 

expectations by managing to give its 

quadrilateral cast oodles more personality 

than the polygon-packed heroes of Gears Of 

War and Call Of Duty. Its tale of spontaneous 

AIs trapped in a computer is deftly told by 

comedian Danny Wallace and backed up 

by some sublime platforming and puzzle-

solving gameplay to boot. It’s a perfect 

example of how indie games can turn a 

weakness such as basic art into a strength.

R110 (PC, Mac, PS3, PS Vita) /

thomaswasalone.com

We live in a golden age of 

gaming and it’s all thanks 

to the indie scene. While 

supermarket shelves might be 

stacked high with overblown 

blockbusters, anyone after real 

creativity and visceral thrills 

would be better off heading 

away from the mainstream. 

Free of focus-group refinement, 

these homebrewed labours of 

love are all about passion and 

creativity run wild; they’re made 

for the love of gaming rather 

than the ring of the cash register.

From the block-building 

playground of Minecraft to the 

brain-twisting platform worlds 

of Fez, indie titles fizz with 

experimentation. And while they 

might lack the visual razzmatazz 

of their big-budget brethren, they 

more than make up for it with 

fresh gameplay and bold ideas.

My own introduction to the 

scene came in 2009 when a 

friend recommended I try World 

Of Goo. It was better than almost 

every retail game I played that 

year. Then I found out that it 

was made by just two people, 

a discovery that sparked my 

hunt for other indie gems.

Soon I was hiding in cupboards 

in the terrifying Amnesia: The 

Dark Descent, welling up over 

the interactive tear-jerker To 

The Moon and battling the odds 

in wonderful rescue-’em-up 

Atom Zombie Smasher. It was 

like being introduced to the 

world’s cuisine after growing 

up on a diet of potato waffles 

drenched in Koo baked beans.

And, like searching for your 

next favourite ‘cheap eat’, 

looking for the next indie smash 

is a compelling sub-game in 

itself. The obvious places to start 

are the big digital game stores 

(see panel), but compilation 

packs such as The Humble 

Bundle and Indie Royale offer 

enjoyable off-piste rides.

Of course, indie games are 

nothing new. Some of the 8-bit 

era’s biggest titles were indies, as 

was the venerable Doom. Things 

went a bit quiet as console 

gaming established its chokehold 

on the industry, but the birth 

of online stores and mobile 

gaming have sparked an indie 

renaissance. All of which means 

there’s never been a better time 

to expand your gaming horizons. 

Oh, and they’re usually far 

cheaper too. Game on.

JARGON 
BUSTER 

� GAME JAMS
These real-life events 
challenge indie 
developers to build 
games in 24-48hrs. 
Many a great indie 
title has been born at 
one, including Stuff 
favourite Surgeon 
Simulator 2013.

� DOUJIN SOFT
Japan’s own indie 
scene. It’s big on free 
PC games and has 
spawned several 
bona fide indie 
classics including 
Cave Story and the 
fabulous 2D shooter 
Warning Forever.

� CROWDFUNDING
Many indie games are 
bankrolled by fans 
who donate money 
through crowdfunding 
portals such as 
IndieGoGo and 
Kickstarter to ensure 
the games they want 
to play get made.

� TWINE
This tool lets people 
create HTML text 
games in the style of 
those old Fighting 
Fantasy books. Led to 
a boom in super lo-fi 
indie creations.
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MONACO: WHAT’S 
YOURS IS MINE 

FUTURE 
CLASSIC 

93

WHERE TO 
FIND THEM

Best described as Ocean’s Eleven meets 

Pac-Man, Monaco sees you take control of 

a team of pixellated criminals for a series of 

heists. Each intricate top-down 2D level is 

filled with security alarms and guards, but 

fortunately each crook has their own 

speciality – for instance, the all-seeing 

lookout, or the quick-with-doors lockpick. 

It works well as a solo game but the co-op 

mode, where each player controls 

a different felon, is sheer genius. 

from R160 (PC, Mac, Xbox 360) / 

pocketwatchgames.com/monaco

� PLAYSTATION 
STORE, XBOX 
MARKETPLACE, 
STEAM
It’s never been easier 
to track down new indie 
releases. Steam and 
Xbox Marketplace 
have long-established 
indie sections and the 
PlayStation Store 
recently added its 
own for the latest indie 
treats on PS3 and Vita. 
Nintendo’s eShop and 
the Mac App Store also 
have plenty on offer, but 
as yet neither has an 
area dedicated to indie.

� INDIE ROYALE
For newbies to the indie 
world, Indie Royale’s 
game bundles are a 
great place to start. 
These gather a bunch 
of the latest offerings 
and let you choose how 
much to pay above a 
minimum price (usually 
well under a fifty). 
These bundles are only 
offered for a limited 
period, though, so it’s 
worth signing up to 
the regular newsletter 
to make sure you 
don’t miss out. 
indieroyale.com

� REDDIT
An essential resource 
for anyone who wants 
to keep up with the 
scene. The Indie Games 
reddit saves you the 
effort of trawling the 
web for the next 
Minecraft by bringing 
together hot-off-the-
press indie gaming 
news, reviews, YouTube 
videos and more. So 
you’ve really no excuse 
for not looking beyond 
the new Call Of Modern 
Battlefield Honor game. 
reddit.com/r/

indiegames
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Man need cook dinner with fi re. He treat family and anger 
rivals by using tools thrown down from gadget gods…
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THE 
FINISHING 
TOUCHES…
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1 THE PIT PAL BBQ APP
Featuring integration 
with the CyberQ WiFi 
(left), the Pit Pal (Free, 
play.google.com) is one 
serious braai app. Use it 
to track temperatures 
and cooking times and 
even view graphs of 
your exploits. 

2 WEBER FIRESPICE 
WOOD CHUNKS
Tossing some of these 
wood chunks (R60, 
perkalgifts.co.za) into your 
beef burner will add extra 
smoke fl avour to your 
meat. Th ey’re available in 
pecan, apple, cherry, 
hickory and mesquite.

4 MASTERING THE GRILL 
BY ANDREW SCHLOSS 
AND DAVID JOACHIM
Th e undisputed manual for 
cooking with fi re (R125, 
amazon.com) contains all 
you need to know about 
the dark art of Braai. It’s 
split into sections for 
equipment, techniques, 
ingredients and fl avours, 
and even delves into the 
science behind it all.

2 CYBERQ WIFI

Grilling is a religion in the US 

and this app-controlled cooking 

system has arrived from 

Pennsylvania to convert you. It 

has three meat probes and one 

for the pit – that’s barbecue in 

Americanese – so you won’t 

need to guess how hot your 

coals are, or when your animal 

fl esh is seared to perfection. 

Th ere’s also a port for an 

optional ‘Pit Viper’ fan to blow 

air on to your coals and regulate 

the cooking temperature. All 

of which means there’s zero 

chance of ‘food poisoning 

Friday’ ever being repeated.

R3 000 (import) / 
store.thebbqguru.com

1 THE ORIGINAL 
MONOLITH 

Like the edifi ce from 2001: A 

Space Odessey, the Original 

Monolith will change your life. 

Combining a kettle braai, tandoori 

oven and a pizza oven in an 

egg-shaped ceramic construct,  

this Kamado-style braai lends 

itself to rapid grilling of the fi nest 

cuts of steak or smoking large 

quantities of porcine product at 

low temperatures for extended 

periods. Th is ceramic egg uses 

less coal than a Weber thanks 

to the ceramic insulation, having 

a higher internal and lower 

external temperature than 

the iconic kettle braai.

R11 000 / braaishop.com

3 LOOFTLIGHTER

Do you a) have a particularly 

majestic set of eyebrows or b) 

hate the tang of lighter fl uid in 

your burgers? Th en you need 

a Looftlighter in your life. Th is 

mains-powered hot air blower 

uses a concentrated stream of 

super-heated air to get your 

coals all fi red up in just 60 

seconds. It works just as well on 

charcoal, wood, briquettes and 

various other fuel types, and 

can be used in fi replace-type 

scenarios to boot. Yes, it may 

lack the excitement of liquid 

fuel, but it’s environmentally 

friendly and has a built-in 

bottle-opener to make up for it.

R600 / braaishop.com

5 WEBER ORIGINAL 
GOURMET WOK 

Vegetarians have a hard time 

of it at Braais, usually making do 

with pepper kebabs covered in 

chicken juice and corn on the 

cob that’s never ready. Yes, 

that’s their own fault, but why 

not be nice to them for once and 

invest in this genius wok? It’s 

ideal for a grill-top stir-fry, with 

the holes in its base letting the 

smokey fl avours infuse the 

veg and helping them keep 

their crunch. Just don’t chop ’em 

too fi ne or you’ll be sacrifi cing 

them to the fi re gods.

R1 100 / weber.co.za

4 KETER COOL BAR
If you believe the average 

Aussie, the only drink we serve 

once summer comes around is 

beer. And like many stereotypes, 

there’s a kernel of truth in it. Th is 

convertible side table could 

change perceptions in a fl ash. 

When off -duty it’s a squat side 

table, but when the sun makes 

an appearance you can raise its 

lip to reveal an insulated bucket 

ready to pack to the brim with 

ice and your sipping favourites. 

Th e top then doubles as a classy 

high-rise cocktail table. Th e 

Keter gives you a little class for 

your glass.

R1 000 / makro.co.za

6 ALVA BRAAI  GLOVE
Roasting human fl esh is still 

frowned upon – for now – but 

by combining heat-proof 

aramid fi bres with a non-slip 

grip, the Alva Glove ensures 

that you won’t sizzle your little 

sausage fi ngers while tending 

the grill. Th e fact that they’re 

less bulky than oven gloves 

means you’ll be able to fl ip 

burgers with the grass-and-

gravel-free fi nesse of which 

you’ve previously only dreamed 

and the long cuff  helps avoid 

pesky arm-hair fl ashfi res, too. 

Which is never a good look. 

R190 (for one mitt) / 
braaishop.com

CAPTURE THE 
ACTION WITH 
THE ION AIR 2 
Th e iON Air Pro 2 off ers 
a compact, lightweight 
and fully waterproof 
camera perfectly 
suited to an active, 
outdoors lifestyle. 
With 1080p video 
and a 180-degree, 
14-megapixel lens 
capable of fi lming
60fps you can capture 
all your sporting action, 
whether it’s out on
the trails, up in the air 
or 30 feet under the 
sea. Using built-in 
Wi-Fi, a free iON app 
gives iOS and Android 
smartphones and 
tablets control over 
the Air Pro 2 .You could 
even fi lm the perfect 
How-To-BBQ video 
ready to upload on 
YouTube if you wanted… 
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RIP EVERYTHING
HOW TO BUILD THE ULTIMATE TECH HOME

PART 3
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Scenario #2
You want to convert 
discs and lossless files 
for your tablets and 
smartphones
Time to make your masters into 

phone-friendly mini files. Or, if 

you like, rip a disc straight to the 

desired size.

Audio Both MediaMonkey and 

dBPoweramp (see left) have 

wide format support for those 

using Windows, but a free option 

is MediaHuman’s Free Audio 

Converter (mediahuman.com). 

Works for Mac too, as does XLD 

(tmkk.undo.jp), but less prettily.

Video Enter the popular and free 

(2) Handbrake (handbrake.fr) 

app. Available for both Windows 

and Mac, it’ll swallow any format 

you throw at it and spit out a 

made-to-measure conversion. 

It also includes handy presets for 

Apple and Android devices for a 

two-click rip. Good ol’ Handbrake. 

Scenario #1
You’re archiving 
physical media 
for the first time
Start by making a ‘master’ rip 

in a lossless format. Then sell 

your discs, or make dumbbells 

from them.

Audio Software that works with 

the AccurateRip online database 

is best. Rip CDs into FLAC files 

with (1) MediaMonkey (R275, 

mediamonkey.com) for Win 8, 

or dBPoweramp (R400, 

dbpoweramp.com). On a Mac, 

use XLD (Free, tmkk.undo.jp/

xld) for FLAC, or iTunes if your kit 

is mostly Apple. 

Video Rip Blu-ray and DVD 

masters into the MKV format 

with MakeMKV (PC and Mac, 

Free, makemkv.com). Prepared 

to pay? AnyDVD (from R550, 

slysoft.com) for PC and RipIt 

(R260, thelittleappfactory.com) 

for Mac, are slick and quick.

Scenario #3
Your existing 
collection is in need 
of a spring clean 
Does your library have missing 

artwork and tag discrepancies 

(‘Pixies’, ‘The Pixies’)? Give it 

the feather duster treatment.

Audio The best free tool for tag 

fixes and cover art is MP3Tag 

(MP3tag.de), which searches 

online to get you the right 

metadata. It’s Windows-only, 

though, so Mac users should 

check out (03) Tagr (Free, 

entwicklungsfreu.de) or TuneUp 

(R550, tuneupmedia.com) for a 

more comprehensive clean.    

Video MetaZ for Mac (Free, 

griff.github.io/metaz) gets data 

from sources such as Tag Chimp. 

Your Windows option is FileBot 

(filebot.net), while XBMC users 

should get Media Companion 

(mediacompanion.codeplex.

com), which finds everything. 

MP3 (160KBPS)
Best for: your teensy 
running music player
If storage space is at an 
absolute premium, this 
bit-rate is the lowest you’ll 
get us to go. iTunes still 
deems 160 to be ‘high 
quality’ sound. Hmmph. 

MP3 (320KBPS)
Best for: your 
smartphone or tablet 
A good-quality pair of 
headphones will demand 
a bit-rate of 320Kbps. It’s 
the best compromise of 
fi le size and sound quality 
for portable listening.

FLAC
Best for: your digital 
music archive 
While they retain all of a 
CD fi le’s detail (hence the 
name ‘lossless’), FLACs 
are about two thirds of the 
size. Still, 20MB per song 
isn’t smartphone-friendly. 

CD
Best for: traditionalists
An average three-minute 
song on CD is about 30MB 
in uncompressed form. 
Double albums tend to 
break the gigabyte barrier.  
Still, it’s nice to keep a 
proper hi-fi  in the lounge. 

BIT-RATER Happy ears, happy mind. That’s why size is important 

You’ve got a mountain of discs and a free 
weekend. It’s time to put the kettle on and 
start Th e Great Rip*…
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Johannesburg   1 Sandton Drive - Sandton City - Fourways Mall - Melrose Arch* - Eastgate - Clearwater Mall - The Glen - Vodacom World
 Pretoria   Centurion Mall - Menlyn Park   Durban   Gateway   Cape Town   Canal Walk - V&A Waterfront - Cavendish Square 
www.myistore.co.za      www.facebook.com/myistore

TM and © 2013 Apple Inc. All rights reserved. *Apple Authorised Reseller. * This product may integrate with or allow access to certain Adobe or third-party hosted online services. Adobe online services, including the 
Adobe Creative Cloud service, are available only to users 13 and older and require agreement to additional terms (see www.adobe.com/go/terms) and Adobe’s online privacy policy (see www.adobe.com/privacy.html). 
The applications and online services are not available in all countries or languages, may require user registration, and may be subject to change or discontinuation without notice. Additional fees or membership charges 
may apply. We will not be held liable for any misrepresentation caused due to an unintentional copy error, typing error and/or omission that may occur on any of our material. Terms and conditions apply. E&OE.

Adobe® Photoshop® Lightroom® 5 software makes everything 
about digital photography easier and faster, from perfecting your 
best shots to organizing and sharing all your photos. Even better, 
it’s also available as part of Adobe Creative Cloud™ membership*.

Everything but the camera—Get all your digital photography essentials in one fast, 
effi cient application. View and organize, perfect and process, print and share—
Lightroom includes everything you need.

Get the best from every image—Get the best from every pixel in your photos, whether 
you shot them with a pro DSLR camera or a camera phone. Lightroom includes a 
comprehensive set of advanced tools for tone, contrast, color, noise reduction, and 
much more.

Share easily—Share on Facebook, and Flickr,® or in books, web galleries, prints, slide 
shows, and more. Wherever and however you want to show your images, Lightroom 
makes it easy with timesaving tools for sharing your work with friends, family, and 
clients.*

Perfect your photography from shoot to fi nish.

R1899
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3 INNERGIE
POCKETCELL DUO 

JET SET BOOST

2 INCASE HARDSHELL
ROLLER 

Globetrotting geeks need 

versatile, gadget-friendly 

luggage. Th is sharp-looking, 

wheeled case has a dedicated 

tech compartment – protected 

by a polycarbonate cover and 

located on the top for easy 

access through airport security. 

Inside it there’s a padded sleeve 

for anything up to a 17in/43cm 

laptop, plus an iPad pocket and 

stowage for your chargers. Th e 

main compartment expands 

from 31 to 40 litres and the 

yellow wheels are… well, pretty.

$300 (R3 050, import) /
goincase.com

4 PANASONIC DMC-TZ25 

Smartphone cameras are like 

a weekend in Aliwal North 

compared to the skyscraping 

grandeur of dedicated 

snappers. Panasonic’s 

travel-orientated TZ-series 

brings a 24mm, 16x optical 

zoom lens, image stabilisation 

and a full range of manual 

controls for you to exercise your 

creative fl air. Does it have 

Instagram? No. But 14 creative 

fi lters, ten frames per second 

continuous shooting mode and 

a high-speed burst mode will 

make sure that you catch 

everything as it happens... 

Say cheese.

R2 800 / cameraland.co.za

1 LOGITECH UE 4000 

With luggage space at 

a premium, you’ll want 

something a little more 

discreet than a bulky, R4 000 

pair of noise-cancelling 

headphones. Th ese stylish 

on-ear cans come in a handy 

zippered pouch and are ideal 

for small doses of most music 

types, thanks to the warm 

mid-tone reproduction and 

deep bass. Comfy leather ear 

cushions keep your shell-likes 

happy, while sound isolation is 

on hand to help take the edge 

off  engine noise, city bustle 

and that important departure 

announcement. Oops…

R2 200 / wantitall.co.za

City breaks are stressful for 

gadgets. To keep their energy 

pepped while you’re out 

gawping at buildings, stick this 

in your pocket. USB chargers 

are nothing new, but this 133g 

marvel packs in a remarkable 

6800mAh battery – capacity 

enough to re-juice an iPhone 5 

four times. It has two USB 

sockets, so can charge two 

gadgets at once, and comes 

with a three-in-one cable – 

miniUSB, microUSB,and Apple 

30-pin. Don’t worry, it’ll also 

work with a Lightning cable.

R1 310 / ngrcomputers.co.za

6 AIRSTASH 

Ah, iPads – such lovely Retina 

displays, so lacking in format 

support and expandable 

storage. Th is clever stick solves 

all that. Ignore the fact that 

it looks like a USB pen drive 

– it’s actually a stand-alone, 

battery-powered Wi-Fi server. 

Stick an SD card in it from your 

camera, or load one up with 

music and movies, and you can 

access it all wirelessly from 

your iPad, or up to seven other 

devices. It works with format-

friendly video players such as 

the free Ace Player, lasts for 

up to seven hours and charges 

via that USB connector. 

R2 000 / lookandlisten.co.za

5 HIPKEY 

Having ignored our advice (left) 

about getting a camera, you’ve 

now lost your phone… and all 

your photos. Oh, the memories! 

Th ose sordid, career-ending 

shots of you in the city’s murky 

corners! Avert such disaster 

with this little Bluetooth widget, 

which emits a 90 decibel bleep 

when your phone goes beyond 

your preset distance – up to 

Bluetooth’s 10m range, of 

course. You can also attach the 

HipKey to your rucksack/child/

popcorn and your iPhone will 

alert you to them moving 

outside your zone or, if you 

like, moving at all.    

R1 500 / importitall.co.za

As Time and Money fi ght to be King of Th ings You Don’t 
Have, urban weekends are the new two-weeks-in-Cape 
Town. Savour every second with these essentials… 
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Q  THE GREAT DEBATE
I am currently looking 

everywhere for the Nexus 4. 

Th e ones available are heavily 

overpriced. Do you have any 

idea where I can get it for a 

reasonable price? I am also in 

the market for a new games 

console and was wondering if I 

should wait for PS4 or get a PS3 

or Wii U now? Please help.

Shaun Farrell

A  The Nexus 4 hasn’t been 

officially released in SA 

and it sells out pretty much 

everywhere else. Looking 

around will get you a price closer 

to the R3500 conversion but we 

can’t give you a solid supplier 

right now. As for the consoles, if 

you’re in the market for some 

impressive graphics, wait on the 

PS4. The Wii U still needs to build 

up steam and the PS3 has a 

massive back catalogue and 

projected support of another 

few years so it’s your call. 

Q  SHOOTING 
OLE YELLER

I am planning to upgrade and 

when I mean upgrade I mean 

overhaul my entire PC box and 

get something faster, cooler and 

just plain better. Th is is where you 

come in. I’m uncertain what my 

next replacement should be; a 

desktop with more power, space 

and ease of part replacement or a 

nice Powerbook lite that can be 

taken anywhere and is in fashion 

or a nice big tablet which can do 

about anything. So here we are, 

back where I need your help. My 

PC is counting down the days till 

he is replaced. Sad but must be 

done. So please, I need your help. 

All I am going to use it for is videos 

and music and some movies. 

Simon Meeding

A  If you’re going to be using 

the replacement machine 

for entertainment then all three 

options are decent choices. But, 

the desktop isn’t as portable as 

you’d like for on-the-go media 

consumption and the tablet can’t 

really match the storage that a 

notebook would be able to 

provide. It’s actually a toss-up 

between the notebook and 

tablet, it just depends how much 

audio-visual content you want to 

be carrying along with you. The 

current crop of ultrabooks will all 

serve you well, otherwise check 

out Sony’s Xperia Tablet Z for 

really portable movies and music.

Q    AWAITING NETWORK 
CONNECTION

I just needed some advice. I’m 

about get an S4 on contract. Just 

wanted to know which network 

should I go with? MTN or Cell C? 

Yasmin Simjee

A  Hi Yasmin. Let’s all 

conveniently ignore the 

different service levels of the 

three operators and consider this 

holistically. The S4 is going to be 

data hungry and in order to keep 

it well fed we would advise 

looking at which operator offers 

the cheapest budles overall. 

Q  ONE-SIDED
I have got a Samsung 

Galaxy S3 but only one side 

of the earphones work they 

are plugged in properly and it’s 

not the earphones because 

both sides work in the laptop. 

Please help.

Chad Niebuhr

A  The problem isn’t the 

earphones but it is 

possible that there is a problem 

with the headphone input not 

making contact inside the 

phone. But, it might also be a 

sound setting. Check Settings 

-> Accessibility. There is a 

submenu (Hearing) there that 

has a mono audio option. If it’s 

ticked, just untick it and your 

audio woes will be gone. 

Q  CORES OR LTE
Just reading the latest Stuff  

mag on the S4 vs HTC vs Sony 

and noticed that the S4 in the 

mag is an I9505 LTE with the 

Qualcomm chip.  Any idea when 

that variant goes on sale. 

Currently only I9500 with 

the 8 core is out and no LTE.

Bashan Naidoo

A  Hi Bash. The short version is 

that the networks decide 

which models to support. In this 

case nobody was 100% sure 

when we went to print (Samsung 

included) but as it turned out the 

networks sprung for the octacore 

non-LTE version, which is not that 

surprising considering the lay of 

the spectrum. If I was a betting 

man I would say the LTE iteration 

will not be available anytime soon 

if at all.  Sucks, we know but the 

phones are virtually identical 

barring a slight difference in 

battery consumption. 

Stuff  competition terms and conditions: 1 Promotions, giveaways and competitions are entered through a controlled SMS line. The cost per SMS is R1,50. Premium rates apply. Free SMSes do not apply. SMS lines open for Issue 37 2013 on 22 July 2013 and close on 
23 August 2013. 2 The judges’ decision is final and no correspondence can be entered into. 3 Employees of Stuff Group and their families are not allowed to enter. Advertising and public relations representatives may not enter competitions in the issue in which their 
promotions, giveaways or competitions are carried. 4 Prizes are not exchangeable for cash and/or other products. Prizes are available while stocks last. It is at the discretion of Stuff Group and the custodian of the prizes to ensure that, should there be a problem with 
the stipulated prize won, a reasonable replacement of the same value will be offered. 5 Stuff Group carries promotions, giveaways and competitions in good faith and cannot be held responsible for any misrepresentation on the part of the custodian of the promotions, 
giveaways and competitions. 6 Winners will be notified telephonically and by mail. It is the responsibility of the winner to ensure that the correct address and contact details are given. It is the responsibility of the custodian of the promotion, giveaway and competition 
to ensure that prizes are sent out correctly and within the specified time. 7 Prize delivery will take four to six weeks from the time the winner has been notified. 8 Promotions, giveaways and competitions are open to South African residents only. 9 All prize-winners 
will be published on www.stuff.co.za the following month, once the competition lines have closed. 10 Readers may not claim for more than one prize at a time, and once announced as a winner in any Stuff promotions, giveaways or competitions, will not be eligible for 
another prize for three (3) months thereafter. 11 By entering any promotions, giveaways or competitions, or by accepting any prize, entrants agree that their personal details may be retained by the promoter and/or Stuff magazine and used for the purpose of sending 
them information about future promotions, events and news, as well as for internal administration and analysis. 12 Participation in any promotion, giveaway or competition and/or acceptance of any prize implies full knowledge and acceptance of all rules. 

WIN Th e best letter wins an 
amazing Tudortech prize hamper: an 
Olympus SZ-16 camera, SanDisk 
Sansa Clip Zip and a Belkin iPhone 5 
two pack cover, worth a total R3 750.

Congratulations to our Southern Sun Elangeni competition winner: Mike Wyndham
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IF NOTHING ELSE, AT LEAST...
5-MINUTE HACKS

…MAKE A 360-
DEGREE TIME 
LAPSE

…LEARN HOWTO
 PUTT LIKE A PRO

…MAKE 150 CDS
INTO  A DUMBBELL

08.13 | PROJECTS

2

31

Everybody loves a time-lapse. 

Here’s how to make one with 

your smartphone:

� Get a tripod. The Joby 

Griptight Micro Stand (R400, 

shutterstop.co.za) is fine for 

fixed lapses, but for 360-degree 

versions you’ll need the Veho 

Muvi X-Lapse (R35, mantality.

co.za) and a proper tripod.

� Forget flowers. Busy scenes 

work best, and high viewpoints.  

��Capture the action, having 

set interval and quality in Lapse 

It Pro (R20, iOS, Android). Twist 

your Muvi to set the duration. 

��Render your footage. Alter 

the output framerate to balance 

smoothness of motion and 

video length. Share. Go again.   

A beautifully flighted iron shot 

means nowt if you zig-zag 

across the green with a 

five-putt. PGA Pro Robert Rock 

(robertrock.co.uk) is here with 

some putt-perfect cheats tips:

� Download the TiltMeter 

app (R16, iOS). Now place your 

iPhone on the point halfway 

betwixt ball and pin facing it in 

the direction of the hole.

� Enter the slope percentage 

into the AimPoint app (right, 

from R250, iOS, Android) with 

the putt distance and ‘stimp’, 

or green speed – between 7 

and 10 at most golf clubs.

� Point AimPoint’s zero line 

straight uphill, and slide the 

arrow to point to the ball. It’ll 

give you an aiming point, and an 

adjusted distance for your putt. 

Ripped your old CDs? Now to 

get yourself ripped:

� Gather 150 CDs. Now get 

a 1/2in threaded rod with bolts 

and washers (nufix.co.za), a 

table vice, hacksaw, wrench 

and some duct tape.

� Measure six inches from 

the end of your rod and make 

a mark. Leaving a gap that’s 

big enough for your hand, 

then mark another six-inch 

gap. Saw at this final mark, 

using the vice to hold it steady.

� Make a grip with duct tape. 

It won’t look as neat as the one 

pictured, but it’ll work. Now 

wind on a bolt and washer each 

side of the tape, load 75 CDs 

either end and tighten with the 

final bolts and washers. Done! 

You’ve got yourself a 4.5kg ’bell.
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BEST FOR
VALUE FOR 
MONEY

Nokia 520
The cheapest handset in the Lumia Windows Phone 8 lineup doesn’t do badly in the 

performance line, lobbing a 1GHz dual core CPU, 5MP camera and a very sensitive display. 

It has dropped a few features, like NFC, but you’d expect that at this price point. 

Samsung Galaxy S III
The S III’s reign at the top of this list is long over, but its 1.4GHz quad-core processor and 

Jelly Bean smarts mean it’s still a fantastic phone. We also prefer its camera to the Xperia 

Z’s, and with the S4 kicking all kinds of ass, the S III’s price has come a-tumblin’.

BlackBerry Q10
BlackBerry’s Z10 may have grabbed the headlines, but it’s the Q10 (p94) the QWERTY 

faithful have been waiting for. They won’t be disappointed: the combination of great 

little screen, lovely big keyboard and lots of grunt makes it a productivity powerhouse.

Apple iPhone 5
It’s got the best app store, the subtlest design and continues to offer the smoothest 

smartphone experience out there, but iOS is looks increasingly dated next to Android and 

the technical superiority of flagship rivals means the iPhone 5 is no longer best-in-class.

Huawei Ascend P6
Featuring a custom Huawei quad-core chip and laying claim to the title of world’s 

thinnest smartphone, the Ascend P6 is an improvement on the lower-specced P1 in 

every department. The  5MP front camera just seals the deal. Once it’s available, that is. 

Nokia Lumia 920
It’s a photo finish, but Nokia’s flagship edges HTC’s 8X as our favourite Windows Phone. 

The two share a dual-core processor, but the 920’s superior 4.5in/11.4cm screen and 

excellent new camera tech give it this little victory. Still needs more apps.

Samsung Galaxy Note II
Its 5.5in / 14cm, 720p screen might be too much for most of us but the Note II’s supreme 

power, handy S Pen stylus and features such as Popup Browser and Multiscreen will be 

exactly what some gadgeteers want. The time for mainstream phablets is here.

Samsung Galaxy S4
It didn’t need much fixing but Samsung’s new flagship packs in a bunch of under-the-

hood improvements. A bigger 5in/12.7cm screen and the ability to control the phone 

without touching it are not nearly enough to regain top spot here.

Sony Xperia Z
Unseated after a brief spell at the top the Xperia is still a star performer. While it loses the 

ergonomic and screen-res fights with the HTC, Sony’s 5in/12.7cm screened flagship 

remains a gorgeously monolithic slab of a smartphone.

HTC One
HTC’s days of being overshadowed by Samsung and Sony are over: the One is 

better than the best offered by either of its Android rivals. Of course we’re writing 

this before we’ve tested the Galaxy S4 – by the time you read this, Sammy’s new 

flagship may well have taken the top spot. If it has, it’ll be some phone – because 

the One is a masterclass in smartphone craft, from its impossibly clear 1080p 

screen to its strokable aluminium body, clever Sense 5 skin and UltraPixel camera.

BEST FOR
UNPARALLELED 
APP CHOICE

BEST FOR
BIG-HANDED 
CREATIVES

STUFF SAYS
Super-stylish, ultra-smart 
and a pleasure to use, the 
HTC One is a masterclass 
in smartphone design
R7 800 �����

R8 500 
�����

R7 000
�����

R1 900
�����

R8 000 
�����

from
R8 000
�����

Rtba
�����

R8 300
�����

R8 000
�����

R5 500
�����10
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BEST FOR
WINDOWS 
PHONE 8

1

Want free data to use all     
 day and all night?
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Off er valid 01/06/2013 – 31/08/2013 or while stocks last. Offer open to new MTN customers and customers migrating or upgrading to these price plans. Customers will receive free data 
value for the duration of their contract. Prices and values shown include VAT. Standard carry-over rules and out- of-bundle rates apply. See www.mtn.co.za for full Terms and Conditions.
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Acer Aspire S3
There’s no denying that Acer’s first Ultrabook, the 13.3in/33.8cm Aspire S3, is invading 

the MacBook Air’s territory: it comes with an Intel Core i7, 4GB RAM, 500GB HDD/SSD 

hybrid drive and HDMI. The Air is pricier, but has a sharper screen and better build.

Dell XPS 13
The XPS 13 forges its own path through the Air-aping Ultrabook masses, with a metal lid, 

carbon-fibre base and rubberised backlit keyboard. Just as importantly, it’s kitted out 

with a 256GB SSD, 1.7GHz Core i7 processor, 8hr battery life and excellent keyboard.

Alienware M17x
At 4.26kg the M17x is only really portable in theory, but it’s carrying the good kind of 

weight – the kind that includes Radeon HD7970M graphics, an Intel Core i7 Ivy Bridge chip, 

and a precise 17in/43.2cm 1080p screen. The kind of weight that crushes modern games.

HP Envy 4 TouchSmart Ultrabook 1130
We liked the brushed metal body panels with ergonomic soft-touch edges, generous 

trackpad and backlit keyboard. In hand the 2cm high format feels compact but not as 

flimsy as some ultra-lights.

Lenovo IdeaPad Yoga 13
This 13.1in/33.3cm, 1600x900 touchscreen laptop hinges back on itself, turning a full-on  

Ultrabook into a full-sized tablet. A bit too hefty to be sexy, but you do get a Win 8  laptop 

with up to Core i7 innards. One issue: in tablet mode the keys rub your knees.

Asus Taichi 21 
You don’t need to be a travelling salesman to love the Taichi. This Win8 hybrid sticks 

a live tile-friendly touchscreen on top of a full laptop sporting Core i7 innards. You know 

how the saying goes: why settle for one 11.6in/28cm HD screen when you can have two?

Sony VAIO T13 
Sony laptop users brand loyalty is legendary and this full metal-bodied ultrabook builds on 

that reputation with a raft of power saving features such as the 13in/33cm LED screen, 

Intel’s top-of-the-line Core i7 CPU and a hybrid SSD drive for startup in under 5 seconds.

Apple MacBook Pro with Retina Display
It’s the most powerful MacBook ever, the most portable MacBook Pro ever, and it’s got 

the best screen of any laptop ever. Simply put, this is the best laptop (ever). So why not 

the top spot? Because it’s also rather pricey, and in real life we’d have to go for the Air.

Apple MacBook Air 13in/33cm
If you’re an Apple fan, deciding which MacBook to buy ain’t easy. The Air is more 

powerful than ever, with Intel Core i5 or the new i7 Haswell processors, HD 4000 

graphics and two USB3.0 ports – yet it’s still jaw-droppingly slim and sexy. But then 

the MacBook Pro with Retina Display (below) has more power still, plus that incredible 

screen and is no longer a porker itself. It’s also loads more expensive, though, and 

while our hearts might say ‘Pro’, our minds (and bank managers) are saying ‘Air’.

BEST FOR
EVERYTHING 
BAR THE PRICE

BEST FOR
SERIOUS 
GAMERS

STUFF SAYS
Tiny it may be, but the 
stunning MacBook Air, 
running the best OS out 
there, won’t shirk big jobs
from R13 000 �����  

R12 000
�����

from
R23 000
�����

R13 000
�����

from
R24 000
�����

R16 000
�����

R9 000
�����

R16 000
�����

R10 000
�����10

9
8
7
6
5
4
3
2

BEST FOR
TOUCHY-FEELY 
WINDOWS 8

1

Samsung Series 7 Chronos
More of a Win 8 than Mac type? This brushed-aluminium MacBook Pro alternative has 

plenty of power (Core i7 brain, AMD Radeon HD6750M graphics), a 15.6in/39.6cm full HD 

screen and a 6hr battery. It’s not the most portable at 2.4kg, but we can live with that.

from 
Rtba
�����

BEST FOR
TOUCHY-FEELY 
WINDOWS 8

NEW
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106 TABLETS

Sony Xperia Tablet Z
Sony just refuses to play by the rules. Stretching its stylish Xperia Z smartphone out 

to 10in should have made it thicker, but it hasn’t; less crisply screened, but it isn’t; and 

not waterproof, but it is. The price for this extreme engineering, however, is high.   

Rtba
�����

BEST FOR
BATH-BASED 
TABLET FUN

NEW

BEST FOR
VALUE AND 
PERFORMANCE

Samsung Galaxy Tab 2 10.1
It’s had a year, and all Samsung has done to the Tab is given it a facelift, downgraded 

the front-facing camera, added an SD card slot and cut its price. Which, actually, is OK 

by us, as the screen’s excellent and it’s acceptably quick in operation.

Samsung Galaxy Note 10.1
This 10in/25.4cm Ice Cream Sandwich tab has an IR blaster, the ability to run certain 

Samsung apps side-by-side – albeit slowly – and the S Pen, a super-precise stylus 

with loads of optimised apps. It’s just a shame, then, that its screen is a mere 1280x800.

Lenovo ThinkPad Tablet 2
You’re a high flyer. You have work to do and neither iOS or Android has the oomph. You 

need the Windows 8 Pro-running Tablet 2. It lasts all day, is powerful enough for full-fat 

desktop software and with the R1 700 keyboard dock it’s an ultraportable laptop.

Apple iPad Mini 
A stunning finish makes this the prettiest Apple tablet yet. It shares the 1024x768 res 

of the iPad 2, but it’s not as crisp as the Nexus 7 or Kindle Fire HD. Excellent apps push  

it out in front – but at R1 400 more than the Nexus 7, it’s hard to recommend to all.

HP Envy X2
This convertable ships with a well-sprung laptop-class keyboard and, thanks to few 

design tweaks and the robust all-metal body, it works well as a full laptop replacement. 

Still a little pricey, but HP is definitely finding their long lost mobile computing mojo.

ASUS VivoTab Smart 
Asus is winning both ways by adding well-built, fully stocked Windows 8 tablets to its 

formidable Android lineup. This one uses Intel’s power-sipping Atom dual core CPU 

and weighs a delightful 580g. Spring for the optional TranSleeve keyboard (+445g).

Asus Transformer Pad Infinity
Don’t underestimate the keyboard dock. The Infinity uses it not just for its trackpad 

and keys, but also for connections and extra battery life. Along with quad-core power, 

it makes this full-HD-screener a netbook beater.

Google Nexus 7
The Asus-built, Android Jelly Bean-running Nexus is simply astonishing value. A 

passable 7in/17.7cm HD IPS screen sits in front of a mighty Tegra 3 processor, making 

it brilliant for gaming, next-gen toys include NFC and the all-seeing Google Now.

Apple iPad
The 4th-gen iPad still stands above all tablets, with an amazing screen that 

renders everything in glorious 2048x1536 on its 9.7in/24.6cm Retina display. 

Photos, games and movies look incredible and text is eggshell-smooth. The A6X 

chip’s quad-core graphics and the LTE browsing speeds (EE only) make it slicker 

and more user-friendly than ever, while the unparallelled riches of the App Store 

mean it’s still the most fun, too. That said, we’re looking forward to an iOS refresh.

STUFF SAYS
Does everything the iPad 
has ever done, but now 
it’s twice as fast and four 
times as pretty. Amazing
from R5 500 �����

from
R3 400 
�����

from 
R9�000 
�����

from 
R11 000 
�����

from
R4 400 
�����

from 
R8 000 
�����

R8 000
(w/keyboard dock) 
�����

from
R7 000 
�����

from 
R7 000 
�����
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BEST FOR
DESKTOP 
VERSATILITY
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BUY



BEST FOR
3D MOVIES 
WITH FRIENDS

BEST FOR
SPECS-FREE 
3D VIEWING

TVs 107

Sony KDL-24EX430
It’s small but potent with the full HD image quality capabilities of it’s much bigger siblings 

in this range. With a reasonably slim profile its the perfect size for the kitchen or 

workshop to catch the news or cricket score. 

Sony 40EX650
Featuring Sony’s top-end X-Reality image engine this edge-lit LED panel outclasses 

sets costing much more. There’s no 3D but this smart TV holds the sweet spot for 

pairing great picture quality with smart connectivity.

LG 47LM8600
The strong picture quality and no-fuss, passive 3D are matched by great styling, minimal 

brushed metal finishes and an “almost gone” 5mm bezel. Wifi and LAN, 4 pairs of 

glasses, dual fiull screen gaming, Magic remote and Smart dash come standard.

Samsung UA55ES6200R
The 3D upscaler and HyperReal image processing engine now have more horsepower to 

produce a better picture, it has both wifi and wired LAN and there’s 3D glasses thrown in. 

A quality buy at the price.

Samsung 32ES5600
It’s definitely trailing in the high spec TV race, but as a second screen for your guest room, 

garage or kitchen you won’t be embarrassed by  this full HD picture, the 100Hz motion 

smoothing and video capable USB port panel.

LG 42LM6610
Surprisingly for this price range LG has cut no corners. Picture quality is welll above 

average then there’s LG’s passive Cinema 3D, smart dashboard for downloading apps 

and wired and wireless networking and a bevy of HDMI and USB ports.

Sony KDL-46HX750
While not the very latest incarnation, outperforms most other sets in this class. It’s a 

safe buy; there’s wifi and wired LAN, no corners cut and with the superb build quality 

you’ll get great performance for the longer term. Great price, but no 3D glasses.

LG 47LM9600
With seven pairs of 3D specs in the box – two of which allow for full-screen gaming – 

this passive 3D TV is great for social occasions. It’s just been updated with the Game 

World portal, featuring 2D and 3D games – some playable with LG’s Magic Remote.

Samsung UA55ES8000R
Samsung’s stunning 8000-series 55in/140cm LED TV range is available in four models, 

46- through 65-inch (117 to 165cm) and all are excellent. As well as great 2D and 3D the 

Smart dashboard can be controlled through voice or gesture. Pricey, but superb picture.

Samsung UE55F8000
The world’s best TV? No question. The 55in F8000 has the best picture, the 

smartest features, the biggest sound and the most innovative controls of any telly 

out there. This is a TV you’ll never tire of watching, which is just as well, because 

there’s plenty to watch on it: Freeview, Freesat and all the riches of the revamped 

Smart Hub, complete with Netflix, LoveFilm, iPlayer and more. Other highlights 

include the TiVo-style S-Recommendation tool and the Touch remote. Superb.

BEST FOR
BUDGET BIG-
SCREEN FUN

STUFF SAYS
Start saving up now – the 
super-smart Samsung 
F8000 is the TV your eyes 
have been waiting for
R35 000 �����  

R20 000
�����

R17 000
�����

R5 500
�����

R40 000
�����

R12 000
�����

R6 300
�����

R19 500
�����

R9 000
�����

R2 500
�����10

9
8
7
6
5
4
3
2
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Cloud Atlas
Six tenuously linked stories take 
place between 1849 and 2321, 
with the same actors playing 
different characters. Halle Berry 
is white and Hugo Weaving is 
female; everybody tries to be 
Korean but ends up looking like 
Vulcans. It’s definitely not 
provocative though, because 
we’re all connected.
�����

Oz: The Great And 
Powerful 
The much-loved musical gets 
the Star Wars treatment with 
an unnecessary prequel. With 
no real charm or wonder, 
there’s little reason to give a 
flying monkey about it unless 
you’re desperate for eye candy, 
in which case there’s enough 
to give you visual diabetes.
�����

Hansel & Gretel: 
Witch Hunters 3D 
If that title alone has you rolling 
your eyes, then chances are the 
film itself won’t cast a spell over 
you. But if you quite like the idea 
of seeing a children’s fairytale 
torn to shreds and restitched 
with gratuitous swearing and 
unashamed violence, it might 
make you cackle.
�����

Robot & Frank 
A senile burglar is given a robot 
carer, so he does what any 
reasonable person would do, 
and teaches it how to steal. 
The premise might not sound 
too promising, but as a quirky 
buddy story it really works, 
and it ends up being almost 
as entertaining as getting your 
granddad a real robot butler.
�����

STUFF 
PICK 
NEW 

BLU-RAY

HOT

BUY



108 COMPACT CAMERAS

HOT Sony DSC-HX50

BU 1
STUFF SAYS

Y In the blink of an eye in which Fujifilm elected to update its Top 10-topping X10, Unassuming looks hide 
the HX50 jumped in its seat and declared itself king of the castle. And, despite an amazingly capable 

NEW protestations from the lowly rascal X20 below, the Sony’s position is justified. Its camera to suit beginners 
20.4MP CMOS sensor and 24-270mm (35mm equiv.) lens combine to produce or burgeoning Bailey-ettes 
awesome images in a wide range of situations. There’s also a hot shoe for a flash 

or an electronic viewfinder, so its lack of RAW shooting is its only real flaw. R4�000 �����

NEW 2
Fujifilm X20
The X20 isn’t all retro looks and no trousers. It excels in Advanced Auto mode and has R7000
manual controls and RAW shooting for creative days. The optical viewfinder, though �����
small, is linked to the 4x zoom and frames well. All this, and it looks damn cool. 

E Canon P werShot S110
DAT

UP 3
o

Superb image quality at most ISO settings, manual controls and a new touchscreen R4000
are enough to put this truly compact snapper in the No.3 spot. And while its Wi-Fi �����
sharing isn’t as easy to use as we’d like, an update to CameraWindow should remedy it. 

4
Nikon Coolpix AW110 BEST FOR
With a metallic body, sturdy locking mechanism and optional camo finish, our new R3800 ADVENTUROUS 
favourite tough cam has got that whole military chic thing nailed. Its army – geddit? – of ����� SNAPPERS
features include excellent 16MP stills, 1080p@30fps video and glove-friendly controls.

5
Sony DSC-RX100
The 20MP RX100 is just what we’re looking for in an advanced compact. Genuinely R8000
pocketable with a huge 1in sensor and customisable lens ring, it takes natural, �����
well-balanced images and is able to shoot silky 1080p@50fps video. Top notch.

6
Panasonic Lumix DMC-FZ200 BEST FOR
If you want a superzoom cam, the Lumix FZ200 wipes the floor with its rival snoopy R2000 AT-A-DISTANCE 
snappers. A small and solid build is coupled with a 24x optical zoom, an excellent auto ����� SHOOTING
mode and spot on exposure abilities. The downside is the video, which is a mixed bag.

7
Fujifilm FinePix X100S BEST FOR
Fujifilm’s souped-up its fixed lens retro shooter, with faster focusing and a big APS-C R12�500 DSLR PICS IN 
sensor. It’s not all new though, keeping the 35mm-equivalent f/2 lens and hybrid ����� A SMALL BODY
viewfinder that we loved from the X100. An alternative finish would be nice, mind you.

8
Canon PowerShot G15
Looking for a compact(ish) camera with pro flourishes such as optical viewfinder, R5400
external flash, filter ring and manual controls? The G15 will do you proud. You’ll also �����
get crisp, clean photos with accurate colours, plus a nippy AF and a tank-like build. 

9
Samsung Galaxy Camera

g of snap-sharing has a 4.8in/12cm screen, Android 4.1, auto Dropbox R5500 BEST FOR
The new kin ON-THE-GO 
uploads and loads of filter and editing apps. Its 16.3MP images aren’t the best, but it’s a ����� IMAGE SHARING
sexy slice of the future and updates bring new scene modes including ‘food’. Yes, food. 

10
Canon IXUS 125 HS

BEST FOR
A surprisingly powerful camera given its tiny dimensions, the IXUS 125 HS has stripped- R1�500 BUDGET 
back controls, 5x optical zoom and no fewer than 58 different settings in auto mode. ����� BUYERS
It’s not one for enthusiasts, then, but neither does it compromise on image quality. 

���������	
���



BEST FOR
SHOOTING 
LIKE THE PROS

SLRs, ETC 109

Nikon D3200
Like its D3100 predecessor, the D3200 has an excellent photography-course-in-a-

camera Guide mode, although that’s no longer the star attraction. This entry-level DSLR 

has a very non-entry-level 24MP sensor capable of producing truly professional results.

Sony SLT-A77
This Sony is super-capable, with continuous shooting speeds of up to 12fps, a 24MP 

sensor, rugged body and an absolutely stunning electronic viewfinder. Despite the A77’s 

SLR-ish looks, it has to make do with a digital eye viewfinder rather than an optical one.

Canon EOS 60D
The Canon 60D is a DSLR camera aimed at the serious amateur: a ruggedly built, 

feature-stuffed snapper that counts full 1080p video among its charms. An all-round 

great choice for the Canon user looking to step up from the entry-level models.

Sony NEX-7
A host of manual photo and video controls are available via its gorgeously minimalist 

unmarked knobs, but it’s the exceptional quality of its 24.3MP images that really 

impresses. We suspect that an updated model may be just around the corner, though.

Canon EOS M
Canon’s turned up fashionably late to the mirrorless interchangeable-lens party - but 

superbly dressed. The M is like a small EOS 650D, easy to operate, with an 18MP APS-C 

hybrid CMOS sensor, DIGIC 5 processing, a fast shutter and ISO extendable to 25600.

Canon EOS 6D
Canon’s cheapest ever full-framer is an awesome little SLR with a few clever tricks up its 

lens. As well as its all-new 20.2MP sensor, it boasts a GPS receiver for geotagging your 

pics and Wi-Fi for direct uploading or remote control from an iPhone or Android device.

Nikon D5100
Improvements over our old favourite the D5000 are a vari-angle screen that’s 

grown to 3in, 1080p video recording and a 16.2MP chip sensitive up to ISO 6400. 

Its sensor is amazing in low light, serving up punchy stills and hi-def video.

Nikon D600
Pro power has never come at such a reasonable price. A full-frame 24.3MP sensor 

combines with accurate 39-point autofocus for stunning results. Dual SD card slots, 

built-in flash and 5.5fps shooting speed complete a seriously powerful proposition.

Canon EOS 650D
Our favourite DSLR contains a hybrid 18MP CMOS sensor that enables continuous 

autofocus during video recording, a responsive touchscreen and 5fps burst shooting. 

The 700D is out soon, but it’s not a massive upgrade, so the 650D remains a good bet.

Olympus OM-D E-M5
After its success in resurrecting the PEN brand, it was inevitable Olympus would 

emblazon the legendary OM moniker across its first compact system camera with 

a viewfinder. And boy, does it live up to the name. This is a CSC with pro aspirations: 

astoundingly fast AF, 9fps burst shooting, an excellent EVF, weatherproof body, 

tons of controls and superb 16MP pics right through to ISO 25,600. Best of all is the 

Live Time mode for a live view of long exposures. It’s well-priced these days too.

BEST FOR
ALL-ROUND 
VALUE

BEST FOR
NEWBIE 
SNAPPERS

STUFF SAYS
The best compact system 
camera so far, boasting 
super-fast autofocus and 
great advanced features
R16 �000 �����
(w/12-50mm lens)

R23 �000
(body only) 
�����

R9 000
(body only) 
�����

R8 700
(w/22mm lens) 
�����

R6� 400
(w/18-55mm lens) 
�����

R5 700
(body only)  
�����

R14 300
(w/16-50mm lens) 
�����

R16 000
(w/18-55mm lens) 
�����

R19 000
(body only)

�����

R5 700
(body only)

�����10
9
8
7
6
5
4
3
2
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Panasonic Lumix FT5
R6 000 / expansys.co.za 
The FT5’s video is superb, 
making it a clear winner for 
those involved in adventurous 
TV work. Added to that is a 
hydro-barometer (for scuba-
depth tracking), altimeter, GPS 
and handy NFC image transfer 
for pinging single images to 
your mobile with just a bump.  
�����

Olympus Stylus TG-2
R5 000 / olympus.co.za  
Unusually for a tough cam, 
you can add a telephoto or 
fisheye lens via a converter, so 
the TG-2 has bags of creative 
potential. The mode dial is also 
a welcome feature that’s 
absent from its rivals here, and 
its super-macro mode is great, 
almost microscopic.
�����

Fujifilm FinePix XP60
R2 000 / fujifilm.co.za   
The smallest snapper on test, 
the XP60 has an attractively 
pocketable scuba-styled body. 
If you’re on a tight budget, it 
might tempt you with its 16MP 
stills, but the video quality is 
poor. Still, if you want a cheap 
compact to throw around, this 
yellow fellow is worth a look. 
�����

Nikon Coolpix AW110
R3 800 / nikon.co.za
With a fetching camo finish and 
metallic shell, there’s a military-
grade feel to the AW110. Its 
macro mode rivals that of the 
Olympus, and it wins out thanks 
to its picture quality, delivering 
excellent detail and colour 
reproduction. As a sturdy 
all-rounder it’s unbeatable. 
�����
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PLUG INTO STUFF’S 
SOCIAL NETWORK
 twitter.com/stuffsa

Grid 2 PC/PS3/Xbox 360
Don’t come to it expecting the realism of Gran Turismo and you’ll find much to love 

about Grid 2. It’s gorgeous to look at and playable as hell, thanks to some genuinely 

tough AI opponents, tons of courses and the sheer variety of thrills on offer.

Ni No Kuni: Wrath of the White Witch PS3
Even if you haven’t played a Japanese RPG since 1998, this charming story is worth 

revisiting the genre for – and if you’re a fan of Studio Ghibli animation, it’s a must-play. 

Plus, it features an amusing potato-creature with a lantern in his nose.

Assassin’s Creed 3 PC/PS3/Xbox 360
A huge game in every sense, with a very long central campaign, a cornucopia of mini-

games and side missions, and a vast world to explore. Finished all that and thirsty for 

more? The final part of DLC trilogy, The Tyranny of King Washington, is now available.

Far Cry 3 PC/PS3/Xbox 360
Incredibly, Ubisoft has taken the ‘rich white tourist goes to war on third-world islanders’ 

premise and turned it into an enjoyable, open-world adventure. Too serious for you? Try 

’80s cyborg spin-off Blood Dragon. It’s mad but brilliant.

Borderlands 2 PC/PS3/Xbox 360
The first Borderlands took a big gamble on its boldly original, cel-shaded animation 

style, and won a big pile of fans and money. The sequel looks even better, while also 

serving up extra helpings of humour, explosions and frenetic gunishment.

FIFA 13 PC/PS3/Xbox 360
The field of choice for Stuff’s office league continues to impress. The tweaks are 

relatively subtle, but add up to a huge advance in realism. They’ve even sorted out 

some of our gripes such as AI team-mates running offside with frustrating regularity.

Dishonored PC/PS3/Xbox 360
This whale-oil-fuelled steampunk adventure is Deus Ex with a crossbow, and as such 

it’s all about choice: ‘ghost’ the game without killing anyone, go in stabbing with your 

sword or use your eldritch powers to summon a swarm of man-eating rats.

Bioshock Infinite PC/PS3/Xbox 360
From its achingly gorgeous setting in the skies to a super-intelligent story that tackles 

religion, racism and metaphysics, Infinite is an innovative tour de force. None of that would 

matter if the gameplay lagged – but it barely puts a foot wrong either. Stunning.

Tomb Raider PC/PS3/Xbox 360
Yes, it’s a Franchise Reboot, but the well-paced mixture of puzzles, action sequences, 

gun fights and stealth make the latest Lara Croft adventure an immersive, cinematic 

experience. Possibly the best fun we’ve ever had pretending to be a 21-year-old girl.

The Last Of Us PS3
You might think there’s no life left in the soon-to-be-obsolete PlayStation 3. And 

you might think the zombie-game genre has reached saturation point, given the 137 

undead-themed releases this year. But you’d be wrong on both counts. Gloriously, 

thrillingly, nerve-shreddingly wrong. With its compelling story, wonderful acting and 

superb gameplay, spending a few hours with The Last Of Us is like having a final fling 

with an old flame. You know there’s no future in it. But it’s magnificent while it lasts.

BEST FOR
HOLLYWOOD-
SCALE VISUALS

BEST FOR
MULTIPLAYER 
BATTLES

BEST FOR
CHARM AND 
INVENTION

STUFF SAYS
A captivating, terrifying 
triumph from start to fi nish, 
The Last Of Us is as good as 
current-gen gaming gets
from R700 �����

from R450
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from R300
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from R400
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Marley Zion
Purpose built to deliver all kinds of bass-heavy pop music these buds do a great job 

getting the best sound out of your smartphone. They’ll get attention on the street and, 

made from a variety of recycled materials, they also make a gnarly social statement.

Monster DNA
These well-padded on-ear cans deliver a good dose of bass and frenetic highs that 

brings the bounce to contemporary pop. We like the compact shape, compared to some 

gratuitously oversized competitors.

Skullcandy Navigator
In this first headset sporting Skullcandy’s own Rex 40mm drivers emphasis has shifted 

away from making a brash personal fashion statement towards sound quality. They’re a 

practical size and weight, they’re extremely comfortable and they sound fantastic.

Sennheiser Momentum
Luxuriantly finished in soft leather these high-end Sennheisers are designed to be out 

and about. They’re light and extremely comfortable. Whether you’re on the couch or at 

the airport, the signature uncompromised sound quality is now always at hand.

Apple Earpods
It’s past time for Apple to upgrade its standard buds and this thoughtful re-design is right 

on the money, from the unique, sculpted shape to the common-sense bass expansion 

ports. Not the ultimate but at this price who cares?

Audiofly AF78
The unusual design of these phones extends from odd-shaped memory-foam buds to 

a combination of both dynamic and balanced armature drivers, but the neutral sound is 

perfect for music purists. The package includes a bunch of neat accessories.

Sony XBA3
They’re not cheap but they are, quite simply the best sounding in-ear phones you can get. 

Balanced Armature technology means there’s dedicated high, mid and bass frequency 

drivers, and standard one-driver earbud models aren’t even on the same playing field.

Harmon Kardon NC
Hifi maker Harmon Kardon has managed to meet and exceed unreasonably high 

expectations. Noise cancelling helps you appreciate the full range, detail and balance of 

this rousing audio performance. Smaller CL and cordless BT models also available.

Sony MDR-1R
You get the feeling Sony put everything they know about sound into these headphones, 

cutting no corners and sparing no expense. The result is an audiophile’s delight: a “true”, 

but still exciting sound across all music genre. Pricey and too big to lug around. 

Sennheiser RS220
The specialised lossless encoding and transmission system makes these 

the closest we’ve ever come to perfect wireless sound across all music 

types, and despite its intimidating size, the low weight and luxuriant fit 

helps you forget you’re wearing headphones at all. 

BEST FOR
IN-EAR 
EXCELLENCE

BEST FOR
QUALITY AND 
STYLE IN ONE

BEST FOR
TUNE-LOVING 
EARTH FANS

BEST FOR
SHUTTING OUT 
THE WORLD 

STUFF SAYS
Wireless was never a word 
for lossless or fi delity until 
Sennheiser made it so. 
The ultimate cans.
R5� 400 �����  

R3� 150
�����
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�����
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�����
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R800
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Laura Marling – Once 
I Was An Eagle
Completing her transformation 
from pasty-faced Home 
Counties waif to confident 
Californian songstress, the 
spirit of the ’70s Laurel Canyon 
folkies runs deep in Marling’s 
fourth album. Sure, it can grate 
at times lyrically, but her voice 
is always a thing of beauty.
�����

Queens Of The Stone 
Age – ...like clockwork
A bit like taking a trip with 
QOTSA, this album has plenty 
of highs. Unlike a trip with 
Josh Homme et al this one 
has no comedown and gets 
more addictive and potent the 
more you listen. Turn up your 
stereo and let it flow over you. 
It’s perfectly legal.
�����

Schiller – Sun
Take a pair of tweezers, pluck 
out the overly commercial 
trance tracks and you’re left 
with a generous slice of lush, 
electronic ambience, backed by 
rich strings and bouncing 
arpeggios. Ideal headphone 
music for when your brain 
needs a gentle massage. 
Which, for us, is most days.
�����

Kylesa – Ultraviolet 
A new QOTSA album draws 
people to a harder place than 
that which they usually inhabit. 
Don’t stop there. Ignore Kylesa’s 
‘sludge metal’ Wikipedia 
pegging and you’ll find boy/girl 
vocals, flying melodies and 
pace changes that make them 
foot-tappingly accessible. 
For a sludge metal band.
 �����

STUFF 
PICK 
NEW 

MUSIC



DON’T MISS THE NEXT ISSUE! ON SALE 26 AUGUST

non-li� � ity

NEXT BIG THING?

Y
ay! I always hated linearity. 

It’s so square.

Well, quite. Linearity is dull. It’s the 

pop-up that says “Th is door is 

locked!”; the regimented run-off  in OutRun; 

the end-of-level boss that’s guarding the 

Wondrous Water Wings of Wazeria that you 

need for the next level. You’re playing the game, 

but you’re making decisions on cue. Even free-

roamers such as GTA are eff ectively frozen until 

you’re done crashing cars into hookers and 

mooch resignedly over to the ‘mission’ icon.   

Well, duh. A game without the succeed-and-

progress dynamic would be pointless. Like… 

Like MS Flight Simulator – the only game that 

needs specially trained ‘air traffi  c counsellors’ 

to talk middle-aged men out of the sky. But 

forget that – what if a game narrative could 

be fl exible? Take Loveshack Entertainment’s 

Framed, pictured above, in which you can 

change the outcome of any given scenario by 

simply moving the frames around. It requires 

lateral thinking: how can I re-jig this so that I, not 

him, get the gun, save the girl and get out?

Ugh. Sounds cerebral.

Too much so for you, I fear. But we’ve already 

seen the return of a famously non-linear 

franchise: the Fighting Fantasy books, 

reimagineered into an iOS app without losing 

the essential ‘You Be Th e Hero’ premise, nor the 

text-based adventure. Still too brainy for you? 

Plymouth University has been trialling a system 

for fi lms that senses audience reaction to on-

screen events and plays out a diff erent ending 

to suit. If that catches on, studios will have to try 

even harder to spoil fi lm endings in the trailer.



ADAPT DISPLAY

With 7 automatic modes & 4 manual modes, 

the Samsung GALAXY S4 provides the optimal 

viewing experience. See your favourite 

videos, games, books & emails displayed 

with amazing colour quality. Get the perfect 

& optimised view with the Samsung GALAXY 

S4.

S HEALTH

Stay active & fi t with the Samsung GALAXY 

S4. It will track your workouts, daily intake, 

& weight levels. Get the current status of 

your surroundings for your activities with the 

Samsung GALAXY S4’s Comfort Level. It shows 

your comfort level based on temperature & 

humidity.

S TRANSLATOR

Say or text what you need translated into 

your new Samsung GALAXY S4 & it’ll read or 

text back the translation. Support: English, 

German, French, Chinese, Spanish, Italian, 

Japanese & Korean.* S Translator relies on a 

data connection & available languages are 

limited. Additional terms and/or charges may 

apply. Results will vary by circumstance.

����
�������	
�	
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�����
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for more info, see samsung.com

Prices advertised valid from 1 - 31 August 2013. 
All prices listed are in South African Rands. All prices inlcude VAT.

Shop online: dionwired.co.za

VISUAL PLEASURE

The incredibly-wide FULL HD Super AMOLED 

screen fi ts perfectly within an extraordinarily 

slim bezel that’s encased in a special 

polycarbonate body, making this the lightest 

& most sophisticated GALAXY yet.

New contracts

R399 PM

ON SMART S FOR ONLY
ON PREPAID

8500
Includes starter pack

SOUND & SHOT

Every picture you take on the Samsung

GALAXY S4 can come with sound. So now

you can remember what was said, played,

and heard, not just what it looked like. It adds

another layer of excitement to help you relive

and share every moment of each picture

much more vividly.
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